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21°* June 2021
International Day of Yoga

This International Day of Yoga, The Hindu put a
spotlight on special Chair Yoga poses that can
be performed while working from home, so
that nothing comes between our readers and
good health.
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Massive distribution of ex gratia Karnataka's excess deaths

Parks to reopen today,
bars to operate at 50%
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government on
Sunday permitted bars to
reopen with 50% seating
capacity. Parks, gardens and
golf clubs will also reopen
from June 21 as part of the
gradual unlock measures.
Malls, restaurants and
markets that had opened on a
trial basis have been allowed
to operate for another week.
CITY » PAGE 2

'‘Only 8% inmates
inoculated in Delhi jails’
NEW DELHI

Only around 8% of the total
inmates in Tihar jail,
considered the largest prison
in Asia, have been vaccinated
against COVID-19 so far.
Overall, too, a meagre 8% of
the total number of inmates
in Capital's prisons have been
vaccinated, according to the
Delhi prisons administration.
A senior officer said the
inoculation drive among jail
inmates has suffered due to
shortage of vaccines.
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Mufti holds off
decision on
meeting

PM Modi

Mehbooba utl

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) president Mehbooba
Mufti chaired a meeting of
the party’s Political Affairs
Committee (PAC) in Srina-
gar on Sunday, following
the Union Home Secre-
tary’s invitation to 14 Jam-
mu and Kashmir leaders
for a meeting with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
next week.

The PAC decided that
Ms. Mufti would take a call
on meeting Mr. Modi after
a meeting of the Gupkar al-

liance, scheduled for
Tuesday.
“All members of the Pol-

itical Affairs Committee
shared their inputs on en-
gaging with the Centre. It
was unanimously decided
that Ms. Mufti will be auth-
orised to take a final call
during her meeting with
members of the Gupkar al-
liance [People’s Alliance
for Gupkar Declaration],”
PDP spokesman Suhail
Bukhari said.

Sources said Ms. Mufti is
for nominating National
Conference (NC) president

will strain finances, says Centre

COVID-19 pandemic not a one-time disaster, broader approach needed, it tells SC

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The COVID-19 pandemic is
not a “one-time disaster”,
such as an earthquake or a
flood for which victims can
be compensated with just
money, the Centre told the
Supreme Court.

It is an ongoing pandemic,
which will continue to attack
in waves. A “broader ap-
proach” is essential. The go-
vernment was responding to
petitions in the Supreme
Court to pay ¥4 lakh com-
pensation to the families of
every COVID-19 victim.

“Unlike disasters of a
short and finite duration, oc-
curring and ending quickly,
COVID-19 is a global pan-
demic which has affected all
the countries in the world.
The pandemic has claimed
more than 3.85 lakh lives, a
number which is likely to in-
crease further... These
deaths have affected families
from all classes — the rich
and poor, professionals and
informal workers, traders
and farmers...” the Ministry
of Home Affairs, represented
by Additional Solicitor Gen-
eral Aishwarya Bhati, said in
a 189-page affidavit.

Limiting relief to mone-
tary pay-offs was a “narrow
and pedantic approach”.
There was also no precedent
of giving ex gratia compensa-
tion for a disease or disaster
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Relatives of a patient who died
of COVID-19 mourning in Delhi.

spread out over several
months or years.

“The pandemic started in
the early months of January
2020 and the country is still
battling the same with diffe-
rent intensity, different
symptoms and different mu-
tations, with no certainty re-
garding the end,” the govern-
ment said.

Massive distribution of
compensation across the
country at this point would
dry up precious financial re-
sources of the Centre and
the States. “If the entire State
Disaster Response Funds get
consumed on ex gratia com-

The finances of

the State and
Central governments
are under severe strain
due to the reduction
in tax revenues and
increase in health
expenses on account
of the pandemic

f) The pandemic
started in the ear-
> ly months of January
S % 2020 and the country

is still battling the same
with different intensity,
different symptoms
and different muta-
tions, with no certainty
regarding the end

CENTRE'S AFFIDAVIT IN SC

pensation for COVID-19 vic-
tims, the States may not have
sufficient funds for organis-
ing COVID-19 response, for
provision of various essen-
tial medical and other sup-
plies, or to take care of other
disasters like cyclones,
floods, etc. Already the fi-
nances of State governments
and the Central government
are under severe strain due
to the reduction in tax reve-
nues and increase in health
expenses on account of the
pandemic,” the affidavit
explained.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Three youth lynched in Tripura
on suspicion of stealing cattle

Victims were transporting cattle in a mini-truck, police said

A CORRESPONDENT
AGARTALA

Three youth suspected of
stealing cattle were alleged-
ly lynched at north Mahara-
nipur in Khowai district of
Tripura on Sundaythe pol-
ice said.

The victims from Sepahi-
jala district were transport-
ing cattle in a mini-truck
when they were stopped.
The villagers held Billal Mia,
30, and Joyed Hussain, 28,

while Saiful Islam, 18, fled.
The mob tied Billal and

Joyed and thrashed them to

death. Another group
caught Saiful at Mungiakami
and lynched him.
‘Brought dead’

Police teams shifted the
three to GBP Hospital in
Agartala, where they were
declared brought dead, se-
nior district police officer
Sonacharan Jamatia said.

“We have seized the mini-
truck and five cows,” a local
police officer said, declining
to be quoted. The police
said a few cattle were stolen
from Namanjoypara, near
north Maharanipur.

The CPI(M) said the inci-
dent was a fallout of lawless-
ness in the State. It claimed
several lynching incidents
had occurred after the insta-
llation of the BJP-led coali-
tion government in Tripura.

Certify all
COVID deaths

Any lapse in stating
COVID-19 as the cause of
demise in a death
certificate will have penal
consequences for those
found responsible, includ-
ing the certifying doctor,
the Centre said in the
Supreme Court. » PAGE 10

Patna HC pulls
up Bihar govt.

The Patna High Court
pulled up the Bihar gover-
nment for not maintaining
proper records of deaths
during the pandemic,
saying that the State’s
reluctance to publish the
number of deaths was
“uncalled for”. » PAGE 10

Scale up health
infra: WHO

The World Health
Organization has advised
countries in the South-East
Asia region to scale up
public health and social
measures, along with the
vaccination drive, to
prevent another surge in
COVID-19 cases. » PAGE 10

nearly 6 times official toll

Undercount factor of fatalities in Bengaluru is 2.3, show data

SHARATH S. SRIVATSA
SRINIVASAN RAMANI
BENGALURU/ CHENNAI

The number of “excess
deaths” registered by the Ci-
vil Registration System (CRS)
in Karnataka ever since the
COVID-19 pandemic hit
(from April 2020 to May
2021) was 1,67,788, which is
5.8 times the official report-
ed figure of 29,090 deaths
for the same period.

This high number was lar-
gely due to the deaths regis-
tered in April 2021 (46,000)
and May 2021 (77,000 and
still being reconciled).

In this period, which coin-
cided with the second CO-
VID-19 wave, the excess
deaths were around 53,728,
compared to the registered
COVID-19 tally of 16,523,
leading to an undercount
factor of 3.25.

The overall COVID-19 tally
in Karnataka as of June 19 is
33,763. Excess deaths in Kar-
nataka were calculated
based on the month-wise
number of deaths registered
by the CRS (provisional fi-
gures) from January 2015 to
May 2021, which were ac-
cessed by The Hindu.

Not all excess deaths
would be due to COVID-19
but a bulk of them would be
related to it during the
pandemic.

The undercount factor
(5.8) and excess deaths for
Karnataka (1,67,788) were

Counting the dead 4

.1

“

In 2021, till May, 80,562 excess deaths were
recorded in Karnataka, which is 4.7 times the ,_,
officially reported COVID-19 deaths in the
State. The undercount factor in Karnataka

was relatively smaller than other States for ~ © Y
which excess deaths could be ascertained P
e ess | CovIDS UF
°¢] dea ot (M.P)

April

A0 1,67,788 | 29,090 5.8 6.2

- May

2021

Jan.-

May 80,562 | 17,000 4.7 6.5 42 34
2021

April-

May 53,728 | 16,523 3.3 5.2 43 31.4
2021

*UF - Undercount Factor

comparable and similar to
that of Tamil Nadu (6.2 and
1,51,408 respectively). For
2021 alone, the undercount
factors for Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu were 4.7 and 6.5
respectively, which are
much lower than those for
Madhya Pradesh (42) and
Andhra Pradesh (34).

Lower in Bengaluru
The Hindu also accessed the
corresponding CRS figures
for the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
(the Greater Bengaluru me-
tropolitan area).

The CRS registered
40,264 and 75,441 deaths

(till May) in 2020 and 2021
respectively in the area,
which accounted for 31,029
estimated excess deaths,
compared to the baseline
mortality of the pre-pan-
demic period (2015-2019).

However, the BBMP’s offi-
cial tally till May 2021 was
only 13,296. This adds up to
an undercount factor in the
city limits of 2.33, which is
lower than that of Chennai
(5.6).

Other cities such as Hyde-
rabad (17.5-30.5) and Kolkata
(4.5) also registered higher
undercounts for 2021 alone.
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Individual Life Insurance Plan

Withdraw when you need :
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Saving Amount:
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Rs.4000/- monthly or

Rs.40000/- yearly and can be larger
for bigger life goals
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Farooq Abdullah as the
Gupkar alliance leader to
meet the Prime Minister on
June 24 in Delhi.

Dr. Abdullah held con-
sultations with senior NC
leaders, including general
secretary Ali Mohammad
Sagar and provincial presi-
dent of Kashmir Nasir As-
lam Wani.
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Parks to reopen today, bars will Capital records
be allowed with 50% capacity

Owners of eateries to be responsible for strict COVID norms adherence: DDMA

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government on
Sunday permitted bars to
reopen with 50% seating ca-
pacity along with public
parks, gardens, and golf
clubs from June 21 as a part
of gradual unlock measures
in the Capital. It also per-
mitted outdoor yoga activi-
ties to coincide with Inter-
national Yoga Day.

Market places

Markets, market places,
malls and restaurants that
had opened on a trial basis
for a week, have been given
permission to operate for
another week.

Bars have been allowed
to open between 12 p.m.
and 10 p.m. and restaurants
between 8 a.m. and 10 p.m.
upto 50% of their capacity.

The Delhi Disaster Man-
agement Authority in its or-
der said that owners of the
restaurants and bars shall
be responsible for strict ad-
herence to the prescribed
SOPs and all instructions/
guidelines issued by GOI/

GNCTD from time to time as
well as compliance with CO-
VID-19 appropriate beha-
viour to contain the spread
of the virus. In case any vio-
lation is found, strict penal
criminal action shall be ta-
ken against the owner of the
restaurant/bar, it said.
“Public parks, gardens,
golf clubs, and outdoor yo-
ga activities will be allowed.
Apart from the individual,
parks/gardens owning agen-
cies (MCDs, DDA, NDMC,
DCB, etc.) as well as the con-
cerned RWA, owners/direc-
tors of golf clubs, yoga in-
structors shall be

Migrants returning to the city on Sunday as it unlocks in
phases. =R.v. MOORTHY

responsible for ensuring
strict compliance of Covid
appropriate behaviour,” the
order stated.

Those still prohibited
Activities that continue to
remain prohibited include
opening of all educational
institutions, swimming
pools, sports complexes, ci-
nemas, entertainment
parks banquet halls, as-
sembly halls, gyms, spas
and yoga institutes.

All  social, political,
sports, academic, religious,
cultural and festival related
gatherings and congrega-

tions are also prohibited.

The prohibition on orga-
nising any marriage cere-
mony at public places also
continues and marriages
may be organised only at
court or at home in which
not more than 20 people
will be allowed to partici-
pate. DJ, sound system, ca-
tering and other service will
also not be allowed for mar-
riage ceremonies, the order
said. The DDMA said that a
close watch and supervi-
sion will be maintained on
the overall functioning of
markets, market complex-
es, malls, restaurants and
bars.

“If it is found that COVID-
appropriate behaviour is
not being followed or the
positivty rate, number of
positive cases is increasing,
markets, market complex-
es, malls, restaurants and
bars will be closed forth-
with without any loss of
time so as to completely
avoid and prevent any up-
surge and likelihood of the
next wave in Delhi,” the
DDMA said.

124 new infections

‘More than 65 lakh inoculated so far’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Capital recorded 124
new COVID-19 cases and se-
ven deaths on Sunday along
with 398 recoveries, accord-
ing to a health bulletin is-
sued by the Delhi govern-
ment.

It added that 72,670 tests
has been conducted with a
positivity rate of 0.17%. Of
the total tests conducted,
52,790 were RT-PCR tests.
There are 2,091 actives cases
in the Capital of which 600
are under home isolation.

The total number of cases
since the pandemic began
now stands at 14,32,292
along with 24,914 deaths.

While presenting the vac-
cination bulletin, AAP lead-
er Atishi said more than 65
lakh people have been vacci-
nated in Delhi, of which,
49.38 lakh people have been
given the first dose and 15.75
lakh people have been given
both the doses. Currently,
8.25 lakh vaccines are availa-
ble in Delhi for 45 and above
age group, out of which, five
days of Covaxin and 57 days

= SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

of Covishield are in stock.
For the 18-44 age group, 2.65
lakh vaccines are available
out of which we have 1 day
Covaxin and 13 days Covish-
ield in stock.

“On Saturday, 85,000
doses were administered, of
which 50,000 doses were
administered to the youth of
Delhi,” she said. Ms. Atishi
also appealed to all the peo-
ple who haven’t gotten vac-
cinated till now to step up
and get themselves vaccinat-
ed. “Getting oneself jabbed
is the most important step to
save Delhi from the next pos-
sible COVID-19 wave,” she
said.

Crime Branch busts unit
manufacturing fake drugs

10 people, including two doctors, held

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Crime Branch of the Del-
hi Police busted a unit manu-
facturing fake drugs meant
for treatment of COVID-19
and black fungus patients
and arrested 10 people, in-
cluding two doctors, officials
on Sunday.

The medicines were being
black-marketed through
WhatsApp, they said. The
police said, “The big crack-
down on black-marketing of
fake “injections” used as life-
saving drugs in COVID and
black fungus led to arrest of
10 people, including two
doctors”.

According to the police,
one of the accused, Mayank
Taluja (25), worked as a CO-
VID volunteer for two-three
months and came in contact
with a salesman named Wa-
seem Khan who worked at Al
Khidmat Medicos. Soon, Ta-
luja started advertising his
mobile number on various
WhatsApp groups that injec-
table drugs for the treatment
of black fungus disease were
available with him, they said.

On June 17, the Drug Con-
trol department notified the
police that Taluja was in-

volved in black marketing of
drugs meant for the treat-
ment of black fungus
patients.

The police then arrested
Waseem Khan from the Ja-
mia metro station area where
he had come to deliver Lipo-
somal Amphotericin-B drug
meant for black fungus pa-
tient. Based on his disclo-
sure, Al Khidmat Medicos
was raided and 10 more vials
of Liposomal Amphoteri-
cin-B were recovered. The
owner of Al Khidmat Medi-
cos, Shoib Khan and his two
salesmen Mohd Faizal Ya-
seen and Afzal were also ap-
prehended, police said. Pol-
ice said Taluja was also
apprehended when he came
to Medicos, said DCP (Crime)
Monika Bhardwaj.

An officer said from the re-
covered articles, sample of
five drugs were drawn by the
Inspector of the Drug Depart-
ment and sent for examina-
tions. A laptop with images
of printing material of these
drugs, two high-quality
printing machines and raw
material used for printing la-
bels were also seized from
the premises, the officer
said.

5 held for running illegal
restaurant-cum-bar

STAFF REPORTER
WJELHI

Five people were arrested following a raid on
an unauthorised restaurant-cum-bar in east
Delhi’s Preet Vihar for allegedly organising a
party in violation of COVID norms, the police
said on Sunday.

It was a joint operation carried out on Satur-
day by district officials led by the sub-divisional
magistrate of Preet Vihar and a police team un-
der the local station house officer.

The officials said a hookah party was under-
way at the establishment when the raid took
place. They added that liquor was being served
to underage people at the bar.

The eatery — Scon King Café and Restaurant,
which was located on the first floor of the DDA
Complex at the New Rajdhani Enclave, did not
have a valid license. The place sealed the place.

An official said fines were imposed and a de-
tailed inquiry has been ordered.

A case was registered under Sections 188
(disobedience of order duly promulgated by
public servant), 269 (negligent act likely to
spread infection of disease dangerous to life)
and 270 (malignant act likely to spread infec-
tion of disease dangerous to life) of the Indian
Penal Code and the Epidemic Diseases Act at
the Preet Vihar police station, a senior police of-
ficer said.

Ber
Government of India

VACCINE FOR ALL
- FREE FOR ALL

Thank You PM Modi!_}

World’s Largest Free
Vaccination Campaign

Corona Will Lose, India Will Win

= Free COVID-19 vaccination for everyone above 18 years of age begins in India today !
= So far, vaccines were free for people of 45 years of age and above

= Vaccines will be available free of cost in government-run vaccination centres

®=  Government of India is providing free vaccines to all states

= Central government has provided 30 crore vaccine doses so far

= Three vaccines approved in India so far, several new vaccines in approval process

Get Vaccinated, Stay Safe
®  Vaccines are safe, ignore rumours

= Visit www.cowin.gov.in to register and get full details on vaccination centres and vaccines
= Follow COVID-appropriate behaviour even after vaccination

Gambhir launches vaccine
drive for slum dwellers

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI
BJP MP Gautam Gambhir on Sunday launched a
drive for administering COVID vaccines to slum
dwellers in East Delhi constituency.

The drive began at Shashi Garden slum clus-
ter in East Delhi’s Mayur Vihar in presence of

Gambhir and several BJP leaders, including Del-

VACCINE = hi unit general secretary (organisation)
Siddharthan.

Mr. Gambhir said free vaccination camps will
also be held in other slum clusters in East Delhi.

Asif murder case: citizens’
convention in Nuh protests
against communal strife

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

A citizens’ convention held at Nuh on Sunday re-
solved to protect the social amity and strengthen
the fight for justice, which was sought to be dis-
rupted by certain communal forces in Mewat.

Organised jointly by Shahidane Mewat and Na-
grik Manch, the convention condemned a con-
gregation held recently at Sohna, which allegedly
intended to inflame communal strife for the re-
lease of accused in Asif murder case.

The convention presided over by a panel of
Colonel Arya Aryaveer, a former judge; Usha Sa-
roha, Kale Khan and Raj Singh also wanted the ar-
rest of all police personnel accused of the custo-
dial beating of Junaid who succumbed due to the
injuries.

Addressing the convention, former Lok Sabha
MP Subhashini Ali Sahgal described the attempts
of communal polarisation for weakening the
emerging unity of farmers and workers as seen in
ongoing historical farmers movement. It was an-
nounced that a “Kisan Mazdoor Bhaichara” will
be organised at the Sunehra border on June 28.

Asif, a resident of Nuh, was returning home
from a medical store on May 16 evening with
Rashid and his friend Wasif in a car when the ac-
cused allegedly waylaid them at Atta village and
kidnapped him. He was later found dead in Soh-

»
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Central Government is beginning the Free
Vaccination For All campaign for every Indian
from today. The biggest beneficiary of this phase
of India’s vaccination drive shall be the poor, the
middle class and the youth of the country. All of
us should pledge to get ourselves vaccinated.

Together we will defeat COVID-19.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi %

TOGETHER LET US DEFEAT COVID-19,
GET YOURSELF VACCINATED AS PER YOUR TURN

"ﬁ Information & Public Relations Department, Uttar Pradesh
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\_ Timings

DELHI
MONDAY, JUN. 21

RISE 05:25 SET 19:23
\_ RISE 15:40 SET 02:17
TUESDAY, JUN. 22

RISE 05:25 SET 19:23
\_ RISE 16:50 SET 02:58
WEDNESDAY, JUN. 23

RISE 05:25 SET 19:23
- RISE 18:01 SET 03:44
Delhi Weather max  min
Delhi City 34 25
Safdarjang 34 25
Palam 34 25

Delhi Palam Today

37°C Thunderstorm likely at
few places. Warm and humid
day with partly cloudy sky and
light winds.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
38°C Easy morning and hot
day likely with partly cloudy
sky. Moderate warm winds
during day.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.
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IN BRIEF

Mild quake strikes Capital,
no loss of life or damage
NEW DELHI

A mild earthquake of
magnitude 2.1 struck the
Capital on Sunday noon. The
National Centre for
Seismology said that a
earthquake with magnitude
2.1, occurred at 12:02:01 IST.
The epicentre of the quake
was at Punjabi Bagh, 28.67
degrees North latitude and
77.14 degrees east longitude,
with a depth of 7 km, it said.
There have been no reports
of any injuries, loss of life or
damage to property.

“Only 8% inmates inoculated in Delhi jails’

As drive suffers due to vaccine scarcity, administration says it is making all efforts to keep them safe

SAURABH TRIVEDI
NEW DELHI

Only around eight per cent
of the total inmates at Tihar
jail, considered the largest
prison in Asia, has been vac-
cinated against COVID-19 so
far. Overall, too, the total
number of inmates inoculat-
ed in the Delhi’s prison sys-
tem so far, is a meagre eight
per cent, according to the
Delhi prisons administra-
tion.

A senior officer said the
vaccination drive among in-
mates has suffered due to
scarcity of vaccines. Since
the inoculation drive started,
jail officials have put in a lot
of efforts to convince prison-
ers to get vaccinated.

Prison officials said that
1,615 persons over the age of
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45 have been completely only the first dose.

vaccinated so far in the three
prison complexes, including
Tihar, Rohini and Mandoli.
Of over 20,000 inmates in
Delhi jails, only 3,738 have
received jabs that includes
completely vaccinated and
the inmates who received

Vaccination for the 18-44
age group started at Tihar
prison complex on May 18. A
total of 1,991 inmates under
the category have received
the first dose of vaccination
as of June 19.

The officer added that

It over 20 people wish to learn yoga,
govt. will give them free instructor’

CM inaugurates Centre for Meditation and Yoga Sciences

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Sunday said yoga
helps in cultivating high im-
munity and could not only
help preventing people
from getting COVID but al-
so in dealing with post-CO-
VID complications.

He was speaking at the
inauguration of the Delhi
government’s Centre for
Meditation and Yoga
Sciences that has been set
up in collaboration with
the Delhi Pharmaceutical
Sciences and Research Un-
iversity (DPSRU).

“The psychological and
emotional needs aggravate

quite a lot post-COVID.
Hence, exercise and medi-
tation are key to fighting
the infection. COVID af-
fects our lungs the most.
For patients who have re-
covered from the virus, if
we teach pranayama to
them then they will benefit
from it. In the COVID crisis,
Yoga has a significant role
to play in our lives,” Mr.
Kejriwal said.

The Chief Minister said it
has been his dream to
make yoga reach each and
every house of Delhi and a
specific budget was allotted
for the purpose.

“If a group of more than
20 people call up, saying

that they wish to learn Yo-
ga, then the government
shall provide an instructor
to them for free. I felt that
this is the easiest way to
drive our people towards
yoga and provide them the
means to practice it,” Mr.
Kejriwal said.

He added that by Octob-
er 2, the government would
be in a situation to provide
instructors free-of-cost.

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said the go-
vernment has started train-
ing around 450 yoga and
meditation instructors,
who in three months, will
be able to go to different re-
gions to teach people.

dedicated staffers have been
deployed to assist and com-
plete the required paper-
work of inmates for vaccina-
tion.

Registration process
The official is coordinating
with family members of in-
mates to get a copy of their
Aadhaar card to complete
the registration process. Ma-
ny inmates have voluntarily
come forward for vaccina-
tion and also helped to con-
vince their fellow inmates.

Director General (Delhi
Prisons) Sandeep Goel said
they are in constant touch
with the authorities con-
cerned over vaccination of
inmates.

“The vaccination drive is
in full swing as per the proto-

col. Medical teams keep visit-
ing jails for vaccination. We
are in the process of making
the process more smooth
and quick,” said Mr. Goel.

A senior officer said that
there are over 20,000 in-
mates in Delhi prisons and
the capacity of prisons is a
little over 10,000.

However, the jail adminis-
tration said that they are
making all possible efforts to
keep the inmates safe and
have been following all CO-
VID-related protocols.

“It is tough to maintain hy-
giene and COVID protocols
in such a congested space.
However, inmate wards are
regularly sanitised and se-
nior citizens are kept in sepa-
rate wards for safety,” said
the officer.

HC not to interfere with
order to live-in partner’

Woman moved petition in local court

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has
declined to interfere with a
lower court’s interim deci-
sion to order a married
man to pay 10,000 per
month as maintenance to a
woman with whom he al-
legedly had a live-in rela-
tionship for over six years.

Man’s contention

The court’s direction came
even as the man contended
that the woman, when
they met way back in 2009,
knew that he was married
to somebody else, which
barred her from claiming
any relief under the Protec-
tion of Women from Dom-
estic Violence (DV) Act.

HC appoints retd. judge as observer
to conduct election for V-P of DCI

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has di-
rected the Dental Council of
India (DCI) to forthwith hold
election for the post of vice-
president under the watch of
a court-appointed observer.

Justice Amit Bansal said:
“To carry out the process of
holding of election in a
smooth manner, I appoint
Justice G.S. Sistani, retired
judge of this court, as an
observer”.

“Justice G.S. Sistani will
consult with the Secretary
and the members of the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the
respondent no.2 (DCI) coun-
cil to carry out the modali-
ties of the election process,
including but not limited to
holding elections virtually

and the notices to be sent to
the members of the council
and will oversee the conduct
of the elections,” the court
ordered.

The order came while
hearing a petition challeng-
ing a May 11, 2021 order of
the Centre appointing Ashok
Khandelwal to discharge the
functions of president of the
DCI with immediate effect.

Justice Bansal declined to
interfere with the appoint-
ment of Dr. Khandelwal not-
ing that the May 11 order only
provides that he shall dis-
charge the functions of Presi-
dent of DCI till election takes
place for the post.

“I see nothing wrong in
respondent no.1 appointing
someone to perform func-
tions of the president on a

temporary basis,” the court
said but added that it was
“inclined to maintain the de-
mocratic functioning” of
DCIL.

“It is essential that institu-
tions like the respondent
no.2 (DCI) council, that per-
form important public func-
tions, continue to retain
their democratic character.
After all, democratic values
are the essence of our socie-
ty and elections are the be-
drock of democracy,” the
court remarked.

“Though the election of
the president is subjudice,
there is no impediment in
election of the vice-president
of the respondent no.2 coun-
cil...,” it said while directing
election for the post of vice-
president.

“The question as to
whether the respondent
[woman] herein has been
duped by the petitioner
(man) or whether she was
a party to an adulterous
and bigamous relationship
or not and whether her
conduct would not entitle
her for any protection un-
der the DV Act can be de-
termined only after the evi-
dence is led,” Justice
Subramonium Prasad
settled.

The case stems from a
complex set of circum-
stances, which began with
an application moved last
year by the woman before
a local court under the DV
Act, seeking grant of inte-
rim maintenance.
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W SALIL SAHADEVAN

If you have lived through the
result seasons of the Class 10
and 12 board exams, you know
what a mark obsessive culture
is.

In theory, marks indicate a
student’s unbiased perfor-
mance; but, in practice, it tells
very little about the person. At
best, it informs how well the
student has remembered the
content within a time limit. Re-
searches tell a different story.

The grading culture

Three decades ago, Ruth But-
ler explores three types of
feedback: scores alone, com-
ments alone, and scores with
comments. It turned out that
those who received scores
alone either became compla-
cent if they had performed
well, or were unmotivated if
they did badly. Students who
received scores with com-
ments focused more on
scores, and not the comments.
The third group who received
comments alone significantly
improved their performance

Of late, neuroscientists have
been questioning our under-
standing of exams and unified
grading.

In an article last year, neu-
roscientist Jared Horvath and
educator David Bott said that
the practice of marks and
grades inflates some aspects of
reality. And we all do not see
reality in the same way. In a
2012 meta-analysis of around
800 studies by John Hattie,
students’ self-assessment

Anidea
whose time

has gone?

What if there are no exams, marks,
and grades? Is there another option
to assess students?

sults in curtailed creativity and
reduced performance. While
we need to train to collaborate
to live in a resource-con-
strained future, we are doing
the opposite through exams
and marks. So, what sort of
learning the traditional exams
are promoting?

Disposable learning
Exams have never created
good entrepreneurs, artists, or
scientists, but have distracted
many from real learning. The
culture of grading obstructs
real-world learning and limits
student autonomy leading to
disposable learning.

ty, marks promote monocul-
ture mindset. Manish Jain of
Shikshantar Andolan identifies
the root of monoculture crea-
tion in schooling practices.

Then, why do we depend
on traditional exams and
marks? Marks are convenient
to measure and plot in a bell
curve making it comparable
for educators and employers.
We pretend the process is tran-
sparent and fair but the core
reason remains convenience,
not learning improvement.

By reducing learning to an
average of marks, we ignore
the richness of feedback and
rigorous iterations required in
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2 sessments for improvements,
Z not judgemental marks. So,
& what are those alternatives?
Apply collaborative meth-
ods such as cooperative expe-
riences, peer reviews, and sim-
> ulations. Adopt portfolios and
& a variety of writing practices.
Use qualitative rubrics with
detailed comments, instead of
numerical rubrics. Craft Open
Methods such as open-net and
take-home examinations.
Then, the student becomes
more transparent, and under-
stands success more flexibly
and contextually. The idea is to
converse regularly with the
students on their progress and
construct their own learning.

Exams and marks, as the
core of the educational prac-
tice, are overrated. They are
prescriptive, unfortunate, un-
viable, and unnecessary for
the future world. As the han-
gover of the Industrial Age,
they are rooted in archaic car-
rots and sticks.

We need alternative evalua-
tion methods. To begin with, if
we permit and support our
teachers and students to go
beyond the traditional tests
and experiment with internal
assessments, there can be a
dawn of alternative forms of
evaluations. This is a demand-
ing yet practical proposition.
The evolving domain of eval-
uation science can aid this.

Marks should neither be the
driver nor the target of learn-
ing. At best, they may be a by-
product of learning. As Joe
Martin says, no teacher has ev-
er had a former student return
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DON NORMAN

4 year B.DES. Degree in

2 year M.DES. Degree in

(Modular: Exit options at 6 & 12
months with certificate/diploma)

JKLU Design Guru Award Recipient, 2020
Director, The Design Lab, University of California, San Diego, Former VP - UX at Apple

COMPREHENSIVE

Re-imagined ground up, the curriculum focuses
on the traditional and new age- from motion to
typography, writing to graphics, imaging data

to analytics to understand impact.

Exposure to the spectrum of technology,
including voice, AR/ VR, 360 & Al empowers
students for impactful engagement and
effective communication.

COHESIVE

Prepares the students to become specialists at
designing different narratives, including
storytelling, images, media, data to create and
define our world.

CONNECTED

Anticipating the evolution in Design &

technology, the programme equips students
with new competencies to fit into roles across a
wide range of industries and organisations.

APPLICATIONS INVITED FOR PROGRAMMES STARTING IN ACADEMIC YEAR 2021

JK LAKSHMIPAT UNIVERSITY
Institute of Design

“WE NEED NEW KINDS OF DESIGNERS,

PEOPLE WHO CAN WORK ACROSS DISCIPLINES,
WHO UNDERSTAND HUMAN BEINGS, BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY...**

LAUNCHING A FUTURE READY 4-YEAR B DES PROGRAMME IN

INTEGRATED COMMUNICATION DESIGN

CO-CREATED BY STALWARTS

FROM INDUSTRY & ACADEMIA

Jay Dutta - Founder/ Curator, DESIGNUP - SE Asia’s
largest Design-in-Tech Conference. Sr. VP Makemytrip,
Former Head of UX Adobe and Flipkart

Sunand Bhattacharya - Associate Vice Provost,Design &
Innovation Strategies at Boston College, Former Global
Education Strategist at AUTODESK, USA

A Balasubramaniam - Director-ID, JKLU. Former Design
Consultant to UNDP, National Innovation Foundation,
NIIT, Oxfam GB, Vedanta University, Award winning

Designer & Teacher

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS

= Live Projects from Industry to the classroom
enabling students to get professional experience.

= Generous scholarships and financial assistance.

» Exchange options with Edinburgh Napier
University (Ranked 10th amongst modern

universities in UK).

= INTEGRATED COMMUNICATION DESIGN = PRODUCT DESIGN

= INTERACTION DESIGN = INTERDISCIPLINARY DESIGN

* PRODUCT DESIGN
= INTERACTION DESIGN
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We are not encroachers but victims, say Khori Basti residents

Odisha govt.
targets 3 lakh
jabs per day

STAFF REPORTER
BHUBANESWAR

The Odisha government
has directed all districts
and civic body authorities
to achieve 3 lakh vaccina-
tions per day.

As the Centre is revising
the vaccine strategy from
June 21 and has offered to
supply vaccines to the State
based on rate of consump-
tion and wastage, more vac-
cine doses are likely to be
available for disposal.

Since January 16, the
State has administered
93.73 lakh doses. However,
only 17.97 lakh citizens have
received two doses.

“The average daily cover-
age is less than 1.5 lakh dos-
es across the State. The vac-
cination drive must be
expanded in all blocks and
urban local bodies from
June 21,” said Pradipta Mo-
hapatra, Additional Chief
Secretary (Health).

SC had ordered
demolition of the
illegal colony on
forest land

ASHOK KUMAR
FARIDABAD

The husband and son of Bim-
lesh, a 48-year-old resident of
Khori Basti here, had been in
and out of work for a year
now due to the pandemic.
Pushed to a hand-to-mouth
existence, the family, owning
a small home in the colony,
however, never had to worry
about rent. But soon, arrang-
ing the rent every month
could be their biggest con-
cern once their home is de-
molished in adherence to a
Supreme Court order.

The woman and her hus-
band, a private security
guard, had borrowed money
from their relatives and put all
their life’s savings to buy the
plot for around %3 lakh a de-
cade ago. The couple was
happy to finally have a roof

Scheme for children launched

STAFF REPORTER

BHUBANESWAR
The Naveen Patnaik Go-
vernment on  Sunday

launched a special scheme,
Ashirvad, under which
32,500 will be given every
month to children who have
lost their parents.

Under the comprehen-
sive package announced by
the State government, be-
neficiaries have been divid-
ed into three categories —
children who have lost both

parents, loss of a single pa-
rent or loss of earning pa-
rent.

“The State government is
committed to providing a
safe environment for holis-
tic development of these
children who need special
care of the society,” said
Chief Minister Naveen Pat-
naik here on Sunday.

The State government
would encourage relatives
to take care of children who
have lost their parents.

over their heads. But the
court order earlier this month
to demolish the illegal houses
in the forest area has turned
their world upside down.
“The people in the basti
have lost their sleep and ap-
petite over the fear of demoli-
tion. Just when the lockdown
was being lifted and the peo-
ple were gradually getting
back to work, the administra-
tion pasted notices asking us
to vacate our homes. Most of
the people have been without
work in the colony for a year
now and are not left with any
savings. The third wave of the
coronavirus is around the cor-
ner. We don’t have enough to
even rent a room. Where does
the administration expect us
to go in this situation?,” asked
Bimlesh, in a choking voice.

‘No money’

Echoing her views, Nema De-
vi, sitting next to her, added
that many had take rooms on
rent in the neighbouring
areas and shifted their expen-
sive belongings such as refrig-

A Khori Basti resident pointing at the houses that will be demolished. =asHok kumar

erators and television sets,
and staying put in the colony
with bare minimum essen-
tials. She said rooms were
hard to find and the landlords
were quoting exorbitant rents
- ranging from ¥6,000-37,000
- to take advantage of the sit-
uation. “It is very difficult for
us to arrange this money
since we have been out of
work for almost a year,” said
Ms. Devi.

The residents said the local
administration had been mak-
ing regular announcements

asking them to vacate and two
deadlines for demolition —
June 9 and 15 - had already
expired. The next deadline,
said the residents, is June 21.
“We have heard of at least
three deaths connected with
the demolition so far. While
two people died by suicide
out of fear of demolition, one
suffered a heart attack,”
claimed Bimlesh.

The residents said the pow-
er connections to their homes
were snapped a week ago and
now even water tankers were

Rajbhar in talks with
AAP, TMC to form front -

Bhagidari Sankalp Morcha will counter BJP: SBSP chief

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BALLIA (U.P.)

The president of the Suhel-
dev Bharatiya Samaj Party
(SBSP), Om Prakash Rajb-
har, on Sunday said that he
is trying to bring Trinamool
Congress chief Mamata Ba-

(Chief Engineer,
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nerjee, Aam Aadmi Party
convener Arvind Kejriwal
and Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray on a
common platform, and
form an effective front to
counter the BJP.

The SBSP had contested
the 2017 Uttar Pradesh As-
sembly elections in alliance
with the BJP but later part-
ed ways.

The Assembly polls in Ut-
tar Pradesh are slated for
early next year.

Meeting with AAP leader
“Yesterday, I met AAP lead-
er and Rajya Sabha MP San-
jay Singh, and his approach
was positive. He has given
in-principle approval to be
a part of the Bhagidari San-
kalp Morcha. The final deci-
sion about joining the Mor-
cha will be taken by Mr.
Kejriwal. In this regard,
there will be a meeting with

bm Prakash Rajbhar.
=FILE PHOTO

Mr. Kejriwal in Delhi next
week,” Mr. Rajbhar told
PTI.

When asked whether Mr.
Kejriwal was ready to join
the Morcha despite the pre-
sence of Asaduddin Owai-
si’s AIMIM, the SBSP chief
said, “The need of the hour
is to stop the BJP. If the BJP
can join hands with Meh-
booba Mufti, then Mr. Kejri-
wal and Mr. Owaisi too can
come on the same platform
to stop the BJP.”

‘TMC and Shiv Sena’

Mr. Rajbhar said, “My effort
will be to bring TMC chief
Ms. Banerjee and Shiv Sena
president Mr. Thackeray on

The need of the
hour is to stop
the BJP. If the
BJP can join
hands with
Mehbooba Mufti,
then Mr. Kejriwal
and Mr. Owaisi
too can come on
the same
platform to stop
the BJP

C

a platform, and form an ef-
fective front to counter the
BJP”

The SBSP chief said he
has already held talks with
Shiv Sena leader Sanjay
Raut and a general secre-
tary of the TMC.

Mr. Raut’s visit

“Mr. Raut is likely to visit
Lucknow soon, and deci-
sive talks in this regard will
be held with him,” Mr. Rajb-
har said.

In the 2017 Assembly
elections, the SBSP contest-
ed eight seats and won four.

Mr. Rajbhar was made a
Cabinet Minister but he re-
signed later.

not being allowed inside the
colony. Mukesh, a rickshaw-
puller, said the residents were
fetching water from neigh-
bouring Prahaladpur in bot-
tles and bucket for their daily
need. “There are children, el-
derly and pregnant women in
the colony. It is really getting
difficult for them to survive
without power and water,” he
said.

The local property dealers
with political clout allegedly
sold plots to the residents,
mostly migrants working as

rickshaw-pullers,  security
guards, auto-rickshaw driv-
ers, plumbers and masons,
with powers of attorney and
the promise of basic ameni-
ties. Saddam Hussain, a plum-
ber, said he bought the plot
hoping that it would also be
regularised like Sangam Vihar
in Delhi. “The plots were
available at affordable rates.
We are poor people. We could
not get land at such cheap
rates at any other place in the
National Capital Region. So
we bought a plot in partner-
ship with my brother for 5
lakh,” said Mr. Hussain. He,
however, blamed the admi-
nistration for allowing the co-
lony to develop on forest land
and not doing anything to
stop it for two decades.

‘None came to rescue’

“Be it the local police, the for-
est department officials or the
civic body staff, all would
come to us seeking bribe to al-
low construction. It was this
‘consent’ of the government
officials which made us feel

Policemen in net as
“anti-drug drive intensifies

25 of them booked

RAHUL KARMAKAR
GUWAHATI

In May 2020, the police in
Arunachal Pradesh’s West
Kameng district arrested a
Postmaster named Kalido
Pertin for providing 1.15
lakh to procure 12.5 gm of
heroin from Assam’s Tezpur.
They also arrested an Indian
Reserve Battalion constable
who helped two drug-traf-
fickers cross the Bhalukpong
check gate on the Arunachal
Pradesh-Assam border.

The arrests confirmed
what the State government
had been suspecting for a
long time — drug addiction
among government em-
ployees. This culminated in
the Pema Khandu govern-
ment asking its employees to
report their addiction to se-
nior officers by July 31 this
year for a rehabilitation pro-
gramme, or face legal ac-
tion.

But the anti-drug drive in
the State since May has led
the security forces to their
own. Less than a fortnight
ago, Home Minister Bamang
Felix said 25 out of 143 peo-
ple booked in 100 drug-relat-
ed cases were police person-
nel, two of whom have been
dismissed from service.

“Some police personnel

in Arunachal

in districts such as West Ka-
meng, Papum Pare, Lower
Subansiri, East Siang, Nam-
sai, Changlang and Tirap are
under the scanner,” he said
almost a week after two In-
dian Reserve Battalion per-
sonnel posted in Arunachal
Pradesh were arrested by
the Assam police near the in-
ter-State border.

Constable peddles drug
On June 13, a constable
named Chillong Techi was
arrested in Arunachal Pra-
desh’s Naharlagun with two
others on suspicion of drug-
peddling. The police reco-
vered 68.24 gm of suspected
heroin from them.

More people were arrest-
ed after the constable con-
fessed to having misused his
uniform to peddle drugs in-
to Naharlagun and State cap-
ital Ttanagar from a kingpin
operating from Banderdewa
bordering Assam.

Among the first persons
in uniform to have been ar-
rested this year for allegedly
facilitating drug-trafficking
was Sub-Inspector Musad-
dique Hussain of the Assam
police’s Special Branch. Two
drug dealers arrested from a
Guwahati hotel in March
had squealed about him.

even more confident that our
homes were safe. The proper-
ty dealers also provided us
power connections through
private meters and would
charge 1415 per unit,” said
Pawan, a mason. He said local
politicians would come to
them seeking votes during
election, but no one had
come to their rescue in this
hour of crisis.

‘Rehabilitate us’

Faced with the threat of losing
all their life’s savings in a sin-
gle stroke, the residents are
now demanding that action
must be taken against the
land mafia for duping them
into buying forest land and
that they be rehabilitated.
“We have not encroached
upon the land. We have
bought it. We have been
duped. We are victims. The
government should bail us
out and rehabilitate us. We
are ready to be shifted to any
corner of the city, but not ren-
dered homeless,” pleaded
Mukesh.

Haryana govt.
extends curbs
till June 28

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHANDIGARH

The Haryana government
on Sunday extended the
COVID-19 lockdown in the
State by another week till
June 28, but eased restric-
tions imposed on weddings
and funerals, and allowed
corporate offices to operate
with full attendance.

According to an order is-
sued by Chief Secretary Vi-
jai Vardhan, up to 50 guests
can now attend weddings
and funerals or cremations,
up from 21 earlier, subject
to strict observance of CO-
VID-19-appropriate beha-
viour and social distancing.

Corporate offices can
now open with full atten-
dance but there has to be
strict observance of social
distancing, COVID-19-ap-
propriate behaviour and
regular sanitisation, it said.

Weddings can now take
place in courts but proces-
sions are not allowed, the
order said.

It, however, said swim-
ming pools and spas in the
State would continue to re-
main closed.

Club houses, restaurants
and bars of golf courses are
allowed to open with 50%
seating capacity from 10
a.m. to 10 p.m., it added.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

THIS IS TO INFORM THE GENERAL PUBLIC AT LARGE THAT
MS ASR ASSOCIATES PURCASED PLOT BEARING NO.
578, AREAMEASURING 200 SQ. YDS., OUT OF KHASRANO.
78/25/1, VILLAGE PALAM, MAHAVIR ENCLAVE, NEW DELHI
VIDE SALE DEED DATED 26.11.2019 AS DOC NO. 9848
FROM MR, ASHOK KUMAR WHO ACQUIRED THE ENTIRE
PROPERTY ADMEASURING 600 SQ. YDS ALONGWITH MR.
SUNIL KUMAR & MR. JAI KISHAN VIDE SALE DEED DATED
12.03.1982 AS DOC NO. 1519. FURTHER, THEY PARTI-
‘TIONED THE ENTIRE PROPERTY VIDE NOTARY PARTITION
DEED DATED 22.05.1984, WHEREIN 200 SQ YDS SHARE
HAD BEEN SUB-DIVIDED BETWEEN THEM.
NOW VARIOUS UNITS OF THE ABOVE SAID PROPERTY IS
BEING SOLD TO PROPSPECTIVE PURCHASERS Wi
INTENDING TO MORTGAGE THE UNITS WITH | ucr-m. 1sr
FLOOR, NEAR CHO!
RBOVE KENDRIVA BrANDAR, NEW/ DELH1 10087,
HENCE THIS NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT ANY PER-
SON, BANK/S OR FINANCIAL INSTITUTION/S, OR ANY
PARTY/IES, HAVING ANY CLAIM, CHARGE, INTEREST,
TITLE, DEMAND, RIGHTS, OF WHATSOEVEH NATURE IN
HESPECT OF OFl AGAINST THE SAID PROPERTY BY WAY
OF INHERITANCE, SHARE, TRANSFER, MORTGAGE,
POSSESSION, HOWSOEVER NATURE, ARE HEREBY
REQUIRED TO MAKE THE SAME KNOWN IN WRITING
'WITH DOCUMENTARY SUPPORT TO THE UNDERSIGNED
WITHIN 7 DAYS FROM THE DATE OF PUBLICATION, FAL:
ING WHICH THE SAID CLAIM OF SUCH PERSON/S, IF Al
WILL BE CONSIDERED AS WAIVED AND SETTLED.
MR, SAMIR KUMAR ILALIT KUMAR
OCATE)
ExCEL (AW QROUP
OFFICE AT ADDRESS, 87.0, ONSRD PLOOR, POKETS,
SECTORS, DWARKA, NEW DELHI
8130395390/91

UBLIC NOTICE

THS S TO INFORM THE GENERAL FUBLIC AT LARGE
HAT ‘OUR CLIENTS CUSTOMER,

SHAW ACQUIRED THE 2ND FLOOR o NO 3A ( RHS)

WITHOUT ROOF RIGHTS, ON FLOT NO. 4. N GALI NO.S,

SACE DRED DATED 09042021 AS DOC NO. 969 FROM
MR. RAHUL SOLAY
HOWEVER, THE OFNGINAL SALE DEED DATED 08.10.1974

ING_FINANCE LIMITED. 353, AGGARWAL MILLENIUM
TOWER IRD FLOOR NETAJ SUBHASH PLACE PITAMPU:

SAID PROPERTY IS
BEING MORTGAGED WITH LICHE,
HENCE THIS NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT ANY PER-
SON, BANK/S OR FINANCIAL INSTITUTION/S, OR ANY

. 3 3 . OF _WHATSOE
NATURE IN RESPECT OF OR AGAINST THE SAID PROP-
ERTY BY WAY OF INHERTANCE, SHARE, TRANSFER,

ORTGAGE, R SESSI ION, HOWSOEVER NATURE, ARE
HEREBV REQUIRED TO MAKE THE SAME KNOWN N

ITH CUMENTARY SUPPORT 1O )
UNDERSIGNED VI 15 DAYS, FROM THE DATE OF
PUBLICATION, FAILING WHICH THE SAD CLAMOF SUcH
PERSON/S, IF ANY WILL BE CONSIDERED AS WAIVED

LED AND NOT BINDING UPON MY CLIENTS
CUSTOMER

MR. SAMIR KUMAR ILALIT KUMAR
(ADVOCATE)

(CEL LAW GROUP

OFFICE AT ADDRESS: 87CD OON 3HD FLOOR POCKET 2

i

Mo 813030550001

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Rajdarbar Spaces an affordable
residential plotted colony sector 24
Hisar being developing by Rajdarbar
Buildcon Pvt. Ltd. After getting the
licence No. 107 of 2019 for 11.64375
acre, hereby informed you that the
above mentioned licence were issued
in the name of the Land owners. As per
rule 17 of Haryana Development
Urban Area Rules 1976, Developer
applied before the Director to
transfer the above mentioned
licence in the name of the developer
company and primarily, Director
grants the permission to do so.
Copy of the primary permission for
transfer of the licence has been
paste at Company website
(Rajdarbarrealty.com). If any plot
holder/ allottees having any objection
against the transfer of licence in favour
of the Rajdarbar Buildcon Pvt. Ltd.
May give their objection on proposed
transfer of licence (limited to adverse
effect on their rights) if any. In the office
of STP Hisar within a period of 30 days.

cM
K

All the existing plot holders/ allottee of

Rajdarbar Buildcon Pvt. Ltd.

Allthe existing plot holders/ allottee of
Rajdarbar Spaces an affordable
residential plotted colony sector 24
Hisar being developing by Rajdarbar
Buildcon Pvt. Ltd. After getting the
licence No. 13 of 2020 for 10.0875
acre, hereby informed you that the
above mentioned licence were issued
inthe name of the Land owners. As per
rule 17 of Haryana Development
Urban Area Rules 1976, Developer
applied before the Director to
transfer the above mentioned
licence in the name of the developer
company and primarily, Director grants
the permission to do so. Copy
of the primary permission for
transfer of the licence has been
paste at Company website
(Rajdarbarrealty.com). If any plot
holder/allottees having any objection
against the transfer of licence in favour
of the Rajdarbar Buildcon Put. Ltd.
May give their objection on proposed
transfer of licence (limited to adverse
effect on their rights) if any. In the office
of STP Hisar within a period of 30 days.

Rajdarbar Buildcon Pvt. Ltd.

Sector-24, Hisar.

Sector-24, Hisar.

»
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MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF GREATER MUMBAI

CH.E.(S.0.) DEPARTMENT
e-TENDER NOTICE

Commissioner of Greater Mumbai
online tender. The tender copy can be downloaded from M.C.G.M’s portal
(http://www.mcgm.gov.in) under “e-procurement” section.

invites the following

Jor Candidates Interested in
VAID SIR’S August 2021 Batches
On July 4 at 2:00 pm

On Our YouTube Channel
youtube.com\c\vaidsicsdelhi

To register for Live Zoom Interaction
pl visit: www.vaidsics.com

VAID’S ICS, DELHI

THE PONDICHERRY
CO-OPERATIVE MILK
PRODUCERS’ UNION LTD.,No. P
Ref No: Ponlait/e-Pur/NLM/Modernization
of Feed Testing Laboratory/2020-21.

Date:17.06.2021
E-TENDER FOR THE SUPPLY AND
INSTALLATION OF NIRS FEED AND
FORAGE ANALYZER UNDER
NLM SCHEME.
www.pudutenders.gov.in
(e-Tender ID: 2021_COOP_ 8183_1)
Last Date for Submission :
13.07.2021 before 04.00 P.M.
Contact:. 0413-2271607,
9994809998
e-mail id: ponlaitmd@gmail.com
e-procurement cell: 0413-2220225
MANAGING DIRECTOR

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to general public that
my clients Smt. Neelam Khurana W/O Sh.
Subhash Chander Khurana R/O 134
Ground Floor West Mukherjee Nagar,
Delhi-9, is owner in respect of Ground Floor
of property bearing no. 134 Dr. Mukherjee
Nagar (West), Delhi-9, was in possession
of entire chain of title documents i.e.
Original Lease Deed Dated 25.10.1989
which is Regd, as Doc. No. 6154 Addl.
Book No. 1, Vol. No. 5176, on pages 47-52
with Sub Registrar. Delhi in the name of
Smt. Amrit Kaur, sale documents such as
GPA, SPA, WILL, PAYMENT RECIEPT
AFFIDAVITS, POSSESSION SLIP,
AGREEMENT TO SELL, AGREEMENT
TO APPOINT ARBITRATOR &
INDEMNITY BOND dated 26.10.1988 in
favor of Dr. Rakesh Kumar Bhatia & Sh.
Charan Dass Bhatia, Original sale
documents such as GPA, SPA, WILL
PAYMENT RECIEPT AFFIDAVITS,
POSSESSION SLIP, AGREEMENT TO
SELL, AGREEMENT TO APPOINT
ARBITRATOR & INDEMNITY BOND dated
02.08.1991 in favour of my client and her
husband, Original Conveyance Deed
Dated 09.05.2006 which is Regd. As Doc.
No. 10,361, Addl. Book No. 1, Vol. No.
2031, on pages 89-91 With Sub Registrar-
VIl New Delhi and Original Additional Copy
of Partition Deed Dated 05.06.2006 which
is Regd, as Doc. No. 8203, Addl. Book No.
I, Vol. No. 422, on pagos 46-52 with sub
registrar-VI-A Model Town Delhi. All these
documents had been eaten by Termites
and my client had to obtain the certified
copies of Book-1 Documents from the
office of Sub Registrar, hence it is brought

READ

SPORTSTAR

EVERY
FORTNIGHT

to knowledge of General Public that all the
above stated documents alongwith my
marriage photo album had been destroyed.

Sanjeev Kumar Gupta Advocate
134 First Floor West Mukherjee
Nagar Delhi-110009
M.: 9810075779, 7011893251
sanjeevgupta91@rediffmail.com

Sr. Description of work Tender EMDin | e-tender | Tender
No Reference No. Rs priceinRs | due On
1 |Supply, installation, testing and
commissioning of Main pump set| EEM(S)C-I/T-03 / 3
No. 202 alongwith associated|  21-22  |1.88.750- +g’§>°%/ST 2900 2021
suction valve at Matunga Pumping|  21.06.2021 ° R
Station. Bid No. 7100213121
For further details log on to: www.mcgm.gov.in
Sd/-

PRO/550/ADV/2021-22

AVOID SELF MEDICATION

(V.K. Bhat)
Ex.Eng. Mech.(Sew. ) City-l

MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF GREATER MUMBAI

DyCE/ BC/ 133 /SR /W.S. dated 15 JUN 2021

E-Notice for Expression of Interest

OBITUARY &
REMEMBRANCE

DEATH

SHRADDHANJALI

{D0B:01-10-1833 DOD: 14.06.2021)

In everlasting memory of
Shri. V. Ganesan
Retd. Sr. DPM Southern Rly.
i Asrasence and romembuonos

Family & Friends
Ph; 9382262684

NAME OF WORK

:|Appointment of Project Management Consultants for providing FIRE / Civil/
Mechanical/ Electrical Engineering services for the proposed work of design,
supply, Installation, testing and commissioning of drill Tower building with multi
facility Fire Simulator for fire fighting and confined space rescue training system
for training of Fire Fighting Personnel on plot bearing CTS no. 809 A /1/6 of
village Poisar, located at Thakur Village, Kandivali East in R / South ward.

ISSUE OF E.O.l. DOCUMENT

:|[E.O.. DOCUMENT can be downloaded from M.C.G.M. portal
(www.mcgm.gov.in/tenders/quotations/otherdepartments/
Dy.CE(BC)WS)

DATE OF ISSUE & SALE

:|From 11.00AM on 21-06-2021 upto 12.00 on 12-07-2021

OPENING OF E.O.I. PACKET

DATE OF PHYSICAL :|Upto 4.00 P.M. on 12-07-2021

SUBMISSION

DATE OF OPENING :|At 2.30 pm on 13-07-2021

E.O.I. DOCUMENT PRICE :|Rs.5,000/- plus 5% G.S.T. = Rs. 5,250/-

PLACE OF SUBMISSION &  |:|Office of the Deputy City Engineer (Building Construction)

WS, 307, 3rd Floor, K/East ward office building, Azad Road, Gundavali,
Andheri East- 4000 69. 022-26816730 Extn.777
hcbcws.exp@yahoo.com, aebcws01.me@mcgm.gov.in

ADDRESS FOR
COMMUNICATION

:|Office of the Deputy City Engineer (Building Construction)

WS, 307, 3rd Floor, K/East ward office building Azad Road, Gundavali,
Andheri East- 4000 69.
022-26816730 Extn. 777
hcbcws.exp@yahoo.com, aebcws01.me@mcgm.gov.in
And Office of Chief Fire Officer, Mumbai Fire Brigade, Byculla Command
Center, B.J Marg,Byculla,Mumbai- 400008
Tel. 022-23001392,022-23001393
mfb.regiond@gmail.com, mfbworkshop@gmail.com

This tender document is not transferable.

The MCGM reserves the rights to accept any of the application or reject any or all the application
received for above subject without assigning any reason thereof.

PRO/537/ADV/2021-22

LET’S TOGETHER AND MAKE MUMBAI MALARIA FREE.

Sd/-

Dy. City Engineer

(Building Construction) WS

»

For enquiries on
announcements in this
section, please contact our
office at the following number
between 10a.m. and 8p.m.
New Delhi : 011- 43579797
Rate for New Delhi:
(Minimum Rs. 320/- 2 Lines
Extra Line - Rs.160/-)
(B/W Display): Rs.60/Per Sq.cm
(Clr Display) : Rs.70/Per Sg.cm
Log on to
www.thehinduads.com
For Placing Advertisements

Online

In memory of your loved ones
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from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. &
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Public transport heralds unlock phase

Karnataka and Telangana ready buses and Metro trains; hospitality sector faces labour shortage

Row over removal of
Kannada from list

BENGALURU

Questioning the guidelines
for the selection of
languages to impart training
to MPs and officials, Kannada
Development Authority chief
T.S. Nagabharana expressed
disappointment over
Kannada being dropped

from the list of languages
proposed by the

Parliament Secretariat.

Bars in Kerala to shut
indefinitely in protest
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Bar hotels, and beer and wine
parlours in Kerala will down
shutters for an indefinite
period from Monday to
protest against the "arbitrary
decision" of the Kerala State
Beverages Corporation
(Bevco) to steeply hike its
wholesale profit margin from
8% to 25%, which resulted in
losses for owners.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD/BENGALURU

Telangana and Karnataka
prepared to resume public
bus services within regulated
parameters from Monday. In
Karnataka, the government’s
decision to allow shops and
even dine-in restaurants was
greeted with caution by the
industry.

Telangana State Road
Transport Corporation will
run inter-State bus services
to Andhra Pradesh, Karnata-
ka and Maharashtra as per
relaxation during lockdown
hours in those States. Buses
will be operated between 6
a.m. and 6 p.m. in Andhra
Pradesh.

Except for Bengaluru, the
services will run between 5
a.m. and 7 p.m. in Karnata-
ka, except during curfew ov-
er the weekends.

Telangana’s unlock will
cover all public places and
services from Monday. Me-
tro rail will operate from 7

T \

Cautious ride: A Metro train arriving at the Mysuru road station
during a trial runin Bengaluru on Sunday. =K. MURALI KUMAR

a.m. to 9 p.m. Most of the
bars reopened on Sunday
but parks, gyms and sports
venues could open from
Monday. Charminar and Sa-
larjung Museum reopened
on Sunday.

Metro passengers were
asked to strictly follow CO-
VID-19 guidelines.

After 55 days, transport
corporations in Karnataka

and Bangalore Metro Rail
were set to resume services.
“Like last year, all protocols
to contain the spread of CO-
VID-19 will be followed,” said
Shankar A.S., executive di-
rector (operations and main-
tenance), BMRCL. Trains will
run during the peak hours (7
a.m.tolla.m.and3 p.m.to6
p-m.) every five minutes.

In a bid to make it easier

Auto driver freed in [ISc. attack case

No evidence of Habib’s involvement in the 2005 terrorist firing, says NIA court

K.V. ADITYA BHARADWA]J
BENGALURU

Habib Mohammed, 41, an
auto driver from Agartala,
Tripura, is back home after
an ordeal that spanned over
four years.

In 2017, he was arrested in
connection with the 2005 In-
dian Institute of Science
(IISc.) terror attack case. He
spent four years and three
months in the city prison on-
ly to be discharged from the
case on June 14, 2021.

It was on December 28,
2005, that two men in Army
fatigues opened fire on the
IISc campus in Bengaluru,
killing a professor and injur-
ing four others.

The National Investigation

Agency (NIA) Special Court
in its order discharging Mr.
Mohammed from the case
pointed to lack of credible
evidence of his involvement
in the case.

The judge said “he failed
to understand why he was
arraigned as an accused in
the case”.

“I have never been a fun-
damentalist and have never
been involved in any terror
activities,” Mr. Mohammed
told this correspondent from
Agartala on phone.

“Nearly 12 years after the
alleged attack, the police
suddenly arrested me, call-
ing me a terrorist. My family
suffered without a breadwin-
ner for over four years. The

My family suffered
without a
breadwinner for
over four years... No
one can give me
back my time in jail
HABIB MOHAMMED

69

court has finally given me
justice, but nobody will give
me back my time in prison.
Me and my family suffered
trauma for no fault of ours,”
he said.

‘Travesty of justice’

His counsel Mohammed Ta-
hir described the events as a
“complete travesty of jus-
tice.” “An innocent person
had to spend over four years
in jail for no reason. We wel-

come the court granting re-
lief,” the counsel said.

Mr. Mohammed was ar-
rested on the basis of a con-
fession statement of one of
the accused, Sabahuddin, to
the Lucknow police in 2008.
He reportedly claimed that
Mr. Mohammed helped him
and other conspirators cross
over to Bangladesh after the
IISc. attack.

NIA Special Court judge
Kasappa Naik rejected an al-
leged confession statement
of Mr. Mohammed in police
custody as evidence and also
pointed out that the prose-
cution had failed to gather
any corroborative evidence
to support the claims in the
statement as well.

for commuters, BMTC has
extended the validity of
monthly passes.

BMTC will run 2,000 bus-
es on major routes, besides
17 Vayu Vajra buses to Kem-
pegowda International Air-
port. QR- code based system
will be provided for tickets.

KSRTC, which will oper-
ate 3,000 buses initially, will
not run local and inter-dis-
trict services in Mysuru dis-
trict and Dakshina Kannada.

Karnataka has allowed all
shops to open and restau-
rants to allow dine-in at 50%
occupancy from Monday,
but the industry could take a
week to fully open up.

Shortage of labour, as ma-
ny who had returned to their
hometowns were yet to re-
turn posed a problem.
“Since there was no guaran-
tee on when we would be al-
lowed to re-open, we did not
get employees back. While
Karnataka has eased restric-
tions, it may not be the case

in other States,” said Chan-
drashekhar Hebbar, presi-
dent, Karnataka Regional
Hotels and Restaurants Fed-
eration. However, smaller
shops will mostly open up on
Monday.

Vaccination worry
The other concern for busi-
nesses was vaccination for
their workforce. People in
the hospitality industry were
considered frontline workers
and nearly 50% received the
first dose, industry sources
said. However, that was not
the case with traders and
proprietors of small shops.
Manu Chandra, head of
Bengaluru Chapter of Na-
tional Restaurants Associa-
tion of India, said the pre-
sent guidelines - 50%
occupancy rate, the 5 p.m.
deadline to close operations,
weekend lockdown and ban
on serving liquor for dining-
in — would make things diffi-
cult for recovery.

53 people get notice in
gold smuggling case

Swapna, Sivasankar among accused

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

KOCHI

The Customs Deprtment,
probing the Kerala gold
smuggling case, has issued
show-cause notices to 53 pe-
ople, including prime ac-
cused Swapna Suresh, sus-
pended IAS officer M.
Sivasankar and two former
diplomats in the UAE consu-
late, Thiruvananthapuram,
official sources said.

The notices asking why
action under the Customs
Act should not be taken
against them were issued by
Customs (Preventive) Com-
missioner Sumit Kumar on

June 16. They have been gi-

ven 30 days to reply.

M. Sivasankar

The case against them in-
volves smuggling of a total
of 167 kg of gold 23 times, in-
cluding the illegal trade of
30 kg gold worth nearly 15
crore that was seized by the
Customs at the Thiruvanan-
thapuram Airport from a di-
plomatic bag in July 2020.

. WEATHER WATCH

: RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

g

L P R

: TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS)
Forecast for Monday: Heavy rainfall very likely at isolated places
: over Bihar, Jharkhand, sub-Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim, As- :
¢ sam, Meghalaya, Goa, coastal Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puduch- :

: erry and Kerala
L aTy

RAIN MAX  MIN
 Agartala.......cc.e.... 1...28.9....25.2

...25.4
: 21.2
: Allahabad.... ...28.1... 25
: Bengaluru ... . .20.5
¢ Bhopal.................. Lo 320 23

: Bhubaneswar...... 0.1....30.7....
: Chandigarh .

* Chennai
: Coimbatore .
: Dehradun....

: Gangtok..

¢ Goa.........

: Guwahati

© Hubballi......

: Hyderabad .. .34.0. .

¢ Imphal.... ..8...29.8....19.6
Jaipur .o 3...36.0....24.3
Kochi.....covvieinne 4..30.4...25.2

: Kohima... .. 22...27.8....18.2

. Kolkata............... 12....25.9....24.6

cITy RAIN MAX MIN :
Kozhikode.................. 16....... 32...... 23 :
Kurnool ... 36.1....25.4
Lucknow.. 2...32.3....25.1
Madurai... o—..39.4...248
Mangaluru ... 61.6....27.8....... 22
Mumbai... .18....31.4...245
MYSUFU . = 30....20.6
New Delhi .34.2...25.4
Patna ...... 26...29.2....24.5
Port Blair. 32.5....26.2
Puducherry .. 38.2...24.6
Pune........ 30.2....... 22
Raipur . 32.5....... 24
Ranchi..... 31.6....22.7
Shillong... 24.6...16.9
ShimLa.c e = 26....18.5
Srinagar........... 26.6....17.2
Thiruvananthapuram.. 32.5...24.9
Tiruchi............. 39.1....26.8
Vijayawada .....ccooeveerec = — e -
Visakhapatnam ............. —....36.2....28.

: (Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)
¢ Pollutants in the air you are breathing

W57

L5
157 L
420
.63 ..
.40
.97 L.
114

Yesterday

CODE

In observation made at

M 400 p.m., Fatehabad, :
Haryana recorded an overall :
air quality index (AQl) score :
of 180 indicating an :
unhealthy level of pollution.
In contrast, Aizawl, :
Mizoram

recorded a healthy AQI

score of 9

142

: CITIES S0; NO: CO PM2.5 PM10
: Ahmedabad..... .. 3 .16 107 ...44
: Bengaluru....... .. 6 .17 .26 ...49 ..85
: Chennai .......... .. 8 .5 .44 ..106
2 Delhicis 3 .11 51 .51
: Hyderabad...... .. 2 67 .14 .24
* Kolkata........... .. .23 .39 ...60
¢ Lucknow. 17 .79 .26
: Mumbai.......... .— ..5 .5 ...79
D PUNe. .21 .68 ....64
¢ Visakhapatnam 12 .46 .31 ....65

© Air Quality Code: B Poor

Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQl)

: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: and monuments.

: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

: reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced :
: lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

: death in people with heart or lung dis

ease

Shiv Sena’s Sanjay Raut takes jibe at
Congress on contesting polls alone

Without naming it, he says such parties must first come out of their own confusion

SHOUMOJIT BANER]JEE
PUNE

Stating that the Shiv Sena
was always ready for an elec-
toral battle at any given time,
party MP and spokesperson
Sanjay Raut, in a thinly
veiled jibe at coalition ally
Congress, said that such par-
ties must first emerge out of
their confusion and then de-
cide whether or not to con-
test polls alone.

“Some political parties in
Maharashtra are speaking of
fighting polls on their own.
That is their lookout. But let
there be no confusion on
this count. One leader [State
Congress chief Nana Patole]
of that party says that it will
fight on its own, while other
leaders of that party say the
opposite. So, such parties
must first come out of their
own confusion and then talk

Sanjay Raut

about how to fight the elec-
tion,” Mr. Raut said, in a
stinging riposte to the Con-
gress without naming the
party.

As far as the Shiv Sena was
concerned, Mr. Raut said
that the party’s chief and
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, in his address to
party workers on the occa-
sion of the party’s 55th foun-
dation day on Saturday, had
clearly spoken on the saffron

party’s self-reliance and its
ability to fight the elections
on its own.

Mr. Raut’s remarks, which
follows a day after Mr. Thack-
eray’s potshots at the Con-
gress, come in the wake of
Mr. Patole’s recent state-
ments hinting that his party
could go it alone in the 2024
Assembly election and are
indicative of the inherent
friction within the ruling tri-
partite Maha Vikas Aghadi
coalition of the Sena, the
Congress and the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP).

In a recent address to par-
ty workers, Mr. Patole had
further expressed Chief Mi-
nisterial ambitions by urging
party workers to get the Con-
gress on the top in the next
State election which would
enable him to be CM.

On Saturday, Mr. Thacke-

ray slammed the Congress’
talk of ‘going it alone’, saying
that people would reject
those who spoke only of con-
testing elections alone with-
out offering solutions to peo-
ple’s problems.

“If a party says that it
wants to contest elections on
its own without joining
hands with others, it should
first generate confidence
among the public of its abili-
ty to provide jobs,” the Chief
Minister had said.

Earlier, NCP leader and
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar had rebuked Mr. Pa-
tole’s Chief Ministerial aspi-
rations as well, stating that
while there was nothing
wrong in someone express-
ing their desire to become
CM, the magic figure of 145
MLAs was imperative to be-
come one.

Maharashtra reports 9,361 new COVID-19 cases

9,101 recoveries in State; over 1,100 cases in Pune; surge of 747 cases in Mumbai

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PUNE

Maharashtra on Sunday re-
ported 9,361 new COVID-19
cases and 9,101 recoveries,
taking its active case tally to
1,32,241, and the total case
tally to 59,72,781

A total of 605 deaths were
added to the State’s progres-
sive death toll, of which 415
were part of the State Health
Department’s ongoing ‘re-
conciliation’ process. As ma-
ny as 124 deaths occurred
during the last 48 hours, and
66 occurred during the past
week. The State’s total death
toll has climbed to 1,17,961,
with the case fatality rate ris-
ing to 1.97%. The cumulative
recoveries have risen to
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Staying safe: A member of the transgender community gets
vaccinated at Raheja Hospital in Mumbai on Sunday. =p1i

57,19,457, with the recovery
rate at 95.76%.

“0f 3,95,14,858 laboratory
samples tested thus far,
59,72,781 (with the average
case positivity rate falling in-

»

crementally to 15.12%) have
returned positive, with over
2.02 lakh samples being test-
ed in the last 24 hours,” said
State Surveillance Officer Dr.
Pradeep Awate.

Pune recorded more than
1,100 new cases, taking its
total cases to 10,44,156. As
per State Health Department
figures, 15 deaths were re-
ported as the toll rose to
16,173. As per district author-
ities, the active case tally has
dipped below the 10,000
mark, while the total death
toll has reached 17,468.

Mumbai reported 747 new
cases to take its total case tal-
ly to 7,20,013, while the ac-
tive case tally stands at
18,591. As many as 19 fatali-
ties took the toll to 15,298.

Kolhapur in western Mah-
arashtra recorded more
than 1,000 new cases, taking
its total case tally to 1,41,403,
of whom 10,264 are active.

Nana Patole’s riposte to Sena: MVA
alliance not permanent fixture

Its objective was to stop BJP, says Maharashtra Congress chief

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PUNE

After Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray and Shiv Sena
spokesperson Sanjay Raut
indirectly criticised the Se-
na’s coalition ally, the Con-
gress, for its talk of contest-
ing polls alone, Maharashtra
Congress chief Nana Patole
on Sunday said that the tri-
partite Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) alliance comprising
the Sena, the NCP, and the
Congress, was for a period of
five years and not a perma-
nent fixture.

“We formed this alliance
(in 2019) for a period of five
years [till the next Assembly
election] with the objective
of stopping the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP)... This is a
not a permanent state of af-

Nana Patole

fairs. Every party has the
right to strengthen its organ-
isation,” said Mr. Patole,
while detailing the Congress’
COVID-19 relief efforts.

On Saturday, Mr. Thacke-
ray, in his capacity as presi-
dent of the Shiv Sena and
speaking on the occasion of
the party’s 55th Foundation
Day, took a thinly veiled jibe

at the Congress by saying
that the public would “beat
with footwear” those [par-
ties] who only talked about
contesting polls alone with-
out offering concrete solu-
tions to people’s problems.

Mr. Patole, however, re-
fused to be drawn into mak-
ing a direct riposte at Mr.
Thackeray’s comments, re-
marking that there was “no
clarity” in Mr. Thackeray’s
speech as to which party he
was referring to.

“Even the BJP has spoken
of contesting elections inde-
pendently while previously,
all the four major parties —
the Congress, NCP, BJP and
Sena — had contested the lo-
cal bodies and Assembly
polls independently,” the
Congress chief said.

HC gives relief to traffic constable
accused of raping policewoman

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court re-
cently granted interim pre-
arrest protection to a traffic
constable of the Maharash-
tra Police who was suspend-
ed for allegedly raping a
policewoman.

A single judge Bench of
Justice Sandeep Shinde was
hearing a plea filed by Mad-
hav Vasave seeking anticipa-
tory bail. On March 17, the
sessions court had directed
the State not to take coercive
action against the accused,
but declined to grant him
protection from arrest.

Mr. Vasave joined the
force in 2006 and met the
complainant, who was post-
ed at a police station, in
2017. They entered into a

sexual relationship, but in
2019 she learnt that he was
already married. According
to the complainant, the ac-
cused told her that his wife
was mentally unsound and
he wanted to divorce her.
The policewoman also said
that the accused started
abusing her when she asked
him to return the 1.5 lakh
he had borrowed from her.

She said that the accused
threatened to circulate her
intimate videos and photos
if she left him. The complai-
nant also said her marriage
was called off last year after
the accused sent objectiona-
ble messages to her fiancé
and his sister.

An advocate appearing
for Mr. Vasave said the sex-
ual relationship was consen-

sual and the complainant
was aware of his client’s
marital status. The advocate
argued that Mr. Vasave’s cus-
todial interrogation was not
necessary as he had handed
over his mobile to the inves-
tigating officer (I0) to verify
allegations of him recording
obscene videos and taking
photos of the complainant.
The court said, “Taking
into consideration the facts
of the case and since the ap-
plicant [Mr. Vasave] has now
been suspended from ser-
vice, he would be available
for investigation. Further, he
has handed over his mobile
phone to the IO for analysis.
Prima facie, I am of the view
that the case is made out for
granting interim pre-arrest
protection to the applicant.”

Heavy rain
continues to
batter western
Maharashtra

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PUNE

Heavy rain continues to
lash parts of western Maha-
rashtra, Raigad and Thane
districts with more than 60
barrages submerged in Kol-
hapur district.

The rain has been partic-
ularly heavy in Satara and
Kolhapur for the last three
days. The water level in the
Panchganga river in Kolha-
pur has risen by nine feet
in the last couple of days.

A discharge of 1,200 cu-
secs of water is on from the
district’s Radhanagari
dam. While Pune recorded
intense rain in the inter-
vening night of Friday and
Saturday, Sunday was rela-
tively milder with only iso-
lated parts like ghat areas
witnessing intense bouts.
Authorities said since Sa-
turday, the intensity over
the city had generally
reduced.

On Saturday, State Water
Resources Minister Jayant
Patil had said that the Kar-
nataka government had de-
cided to set up a real-time
data acquisition system.
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Hope and promise

The Centre’s move to engage with the political
leadership in Kashmir is welcome

ignalling a revival of the political process in Jammu
S and Kashmir, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has

decided to meet 14 party leaders from the Union
Territory on June 24. Mr. Modi’s outreach is taking
place nearly two years after the State of Jammu and
Kashmir was stripped of its special constitutional status
and dismembered into two Union Territories through
an unprecedented exercise of the Centre’s powers. This
demonstrates a desirable flexibility in his approach to-
wards resolving the Kashmir issue. Considering the ab-
sence of an agenda for the meeting and the prevailing
sense of betrayal among Kashmiris, any hope of a quick
resolution to the frozen political questions is not realis-
tic. Discontinuing the special status of Kashmir was a
core agenda of Hindutva nationalism for decades,
which was achieved after the second parliamentary vic-
tory of Mr. Modi in 2019. There has been a concerted
campaign to undermine political parties and leaders of
the Valley by the BJP and the Centre. Since 2014, the BJP
has worked under a premise that the PDP and NC were
impediments, not facilitators, to a solution in Kashmir.
The BJP’s short-lived alliance with PDP, far from build-
ing bridges, created more hostility between the parties
and de-legitimised both in the eyes of the public. The
leaders of mainstream parties, including former Chief
Ministers, were jailed after 2019. The Centre’s idea to in-
cubate a loyal political class made little progress.

The political environment has changed, meanwhile.
The Joe Biden administration is eager to end the U.S.
entanglement in Afghanistan and resist China’s at-
tempts to dominate the world. India is in a stand-off
with China on the border. The Biden administration is
publicly disapproving of India’s Kashmir policy, while
wanting to strategically embrace it. Pakistan is trying to
reclaim its strategic advantage. The mishandling of the
COVID-19 pandemic has dented India’s global image
and triggered new political challenges domestically. All
these make rigidity less rewarding in India’s Kashmir
policy. All the same, by creating an opportunity to ex-
plore a way forward, the Centre has acted wisely, re-
gardless of its reasons. It must engage the political par-
ties in good faith and with an open mind. Kashmir’s
governance challenges are not managerial, and corrup-
tion investigations, legitimate as they may be, must not
be used to debase politics itself. Efforts to tackle corrup-
tion and pilferage should not amount to furthering in-
stability in J&K. The Centre appears to have done some
groundwork, though it has not revealed any plans yet.
The meeting must be a beginning towards a durable
and democratic resolution of the Kashmir question and
not an exercise in managing the Centre’s image.

The rise of Raisi

The new President should use his clout to
push for economic, political reforms in Iran

ith the election of Ebrahim Raisi, a hardline
N ;N / cleric, as Iran’s President, the Islamic Repu-
blic’s ruling clergy have tightened their grip
on all institutions of power — the military, Parliament,
the judiciary, and the presidency. In Iran’s unique polit-
ical system, effectively controlled by the Supreme Lead-
er, Presidents, who run the day-to-day affairs, have an
important role to play. In the past, the country had seen
tensions between moderate/reformist Presidents and
the Supreme Leader. While the reformists, a powerful
constituency, have pushed for gradual reforms by rally-
ing behind leaders like Mohammad Khatami and Has-
san Rouhani, the conservatives always pushed back. In
this tussle for power, Mr. Raisi has been the popular
face of the establishment for years. He had contested
the 2017 presidential elections, but lost to Mr. Rouhani,
who was seeking a second term. Believed to be close to
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, Mr. Raisi was appointed
the Chief Justice in 2019, which kept him in the top
echelons of power till the presidential elections. There
were allegations that the June 18 election was rigged in
favour of Mr. Raisi even before the first ballot was cast.
The Guardian Council, which vets potential candidates,
had rejected almost all major reformists, leaving him
the only prominent figure on the ballot. This led to op-
position activists calling for an election boycott, which
seems to have had an impact on the voting — the tur-
nout was 48.8%, an all-time low. Mr. Raisi won 62% of
the vote, while blank ballots came second at 14%.

Mr. Raisi is a controversial figure. The U.S. has ac-
cused him of serving in the “death commission” of 1989
that implemented Ayatollah Khomeini’s secret decree
to execute thousands of political prisoners. At home, he
has presided over a harsh campaign against “corrup-
tion”, which critics say had targeted political rivals. And
he assumes the presidency at a time when Iran is facing
daunting challenges. The revolution seems to be ageing
— the country has seen protests in recent years; the
push to reform the system from within, a long-time pro-
mise of the reformists, has not made much progress
and the economy is in a shambles. When Mr. Rouhani
won the presidency in 2013, he promised a new begin-
ning. But his attempts to open a new chapter with the
West through diplomacy were set back by Donald
Trump, and his policies at home were resisted by the
conservatives. Mr. Raisi, who has supported reviving
the nuclear deal, might also bank on sanctions being re-
moved to reboot the economy. And there is growing dis-
content in society and desperate calls for reforms and
liberties. For now, Iran’s tactical response to these chal-
lenges is repression. Mr. Raisi, as President, should un-
derstand that repression will not solve any of Iran’s pro-
blems. A member of the clerical establishment, he

The comrades and their divergent perspectives

Russia’s uncritical advocacy of China’s global vision is what seems to be leaving India quite confounded

VINAY KAURA

ussian President Vladimir
RPutin has recently asserted

that both the Indian Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi, and the
Chinese President, Xi Jinping, are
“responsible” enough to solve is-
sues between their countries,
while underlining the need to de-
bar any “extra-regional power” to
interfere in the process. The impli-
cations of Mr. Putin’s advice for In-
dia are numerous and far-reaching
as Moscow expects New Delhi to
ignominiously give up all efforts to
reverse Beijing’s encroachment
strategies. The Russians may have
their reasons to remain blind to
China’s growing aggressiveness,
but the Indians have learned to ex-
pect at Chinese hands an unremit-
ting effort to undermine India’s
global position — to destroy their
confidence in themselves and the
confidence of others in them —
and to reduce India to a state of
isolation and impotence in global
affairs.

The Quad factor

Mr. Putin’s remarks can only be
seen as reinforcing China’s claim
that the Quadrilateral or Quad
(comprising India, the United
States, Japan and Australia) is
aimed at containing Beijing’s in-
fluence in the Indo-Pacific region.
In fact, Mr. Putin’s assertion is the
logical extension of views ex-
pressed by Russia’s Ambassador to
India, Nikolay Kudashev. Some-
time ago, he had advised New Del-
hi to take a “larger look at Chinese
foreign policies”, while describing
the Indo-Pacific strategy as an ef-
fort to revive the Cold War mental-
ity (https://bit.ly/3gLOVBY). Rus-
sia’s Foreign Minister, Sergey
Lavrov, has frequently, and quite
acerbically, lashed out at the
Quad.

Notwithstanding the cataclys-
mic changes in the global and re-
gional politico-security environ-
ment, India has been able to
maintain amicable ties with Rus-
sia. Yet, Russia’s continued criti-
cism of the Indo-Pacific and the
Quad give ample evidence of the

[n Kerala, the need to budget for the future

divergent perspectives of New Del-
hi and Russia on how to deal with
China’s rise to global prominence.
Russia has rejected the Indo-Pacif-
ic construct in favour of the Asia-
Pacific on the ground that the first
is primarily an American initiative
designed to contain both China
and Russia.

Obviously, India thinks other-
wise since Russia’s simplistic ad-
vice is not sagacious enough to
solve its China problem. India’s Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, S. Jaishan-
kar, in a virtual discussion with his
Australian and French counter-
parts, had recently asserted that
no country can have a veto on In-
dia’s participation in the Quad
(https://bit.ly/3cXDDaV). This as-
sertion was an indirect counter-
poise to what Mr. Lavrov had
termed the Quad — as “Asian NA-
TO”. In an unmistakable indica-
tion of India’s attempt to reima-
gine a new geostrategic maritime
role for itself, Mr. Jaishankar had
further observed that incorpora-
tion of the Indo-Pacific concept in
Indian diplomacy means that In-
dia can no longer be confined bet-
ween the Malacca Strait and Gulf
of Aden.

Though the recent diplomatic
romance between Russia and Pa-
kistan has generated some unease
in India, it is Russia’s uncritical ad-
vocacy of China’s global vision
that seems to have left New Delhi
overly confounded. For many pol-
icymakers and people in our coun-
try, the Russian attitude toward
China’s growing power and in-
fluence will be the touchstone of
Russia’s relations with India.
While the Sino-Indian relationship
has experienced a sharp down-
ward trend since the Galwan clash-
es in June 2020, New Delhi has be-
come particularly concerned with
Moscow downplaying China’s dis-
play of coercive military pressure
against India. With the catastroph-
ic rise of populist nationalism
amidst the bankruptcy of globali-
sation, the resolution of the Sino-
Indian boundary dispute appears
a hopeless dream in the absence of
a miracle. India is confronted in
Ladakh with a situation far uglier
and more recalcitrant than is gen-
erally recognised.

Beginnings of looking West

It need not be necessary to remind
us again that the decade following
the disintegration of the Union of
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Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR)
was a period of great turbulence in
global politics. A bewildered India
soon realised Russia was much
weaker than the erstwhile USSR
and incapable of helping New Del-
hi balance potential threats from
Beijing. This does not mean that
India completely abandoned ex-
ternal balancing strategies; it be-
gan to diversify its sources of ex-
ternal balancing. On the other
hand, Russia began to cast Mos-
cow as the leader of a supposed
trilateral grouping of Russia-India-
China against a U.S.-led unipolar
world.

Leaving behind the bitterness
and mistrust between Moscow
and Beijing during the Cold War,
Russia became an early proponent
of the ‘strategic triangle’ to bring
together the three major powers.
Aware of the emerging interna-
tional system as an expression of
western expansion, India’s fear of
the unipolar moment too made it
easier for New Delhi to become
part of this initiative. But China’s
dismissive attitude toward Indian
capabilities, coupled with an
emerging China-Pakistan nexus,
prevented the success of this trilat-
eral. India, instead, invested its di-
plomatic energies in rapproche-
ment with the United States.

Unlike Russia, which tried to
build an alternative international
economic architecture, India de-
cided to get integrated in the eco-
nomic order it once denounced.
Economic liberalisation also al-
lowed New Delhi to buy sophisti-
cated weapons from a wider glo-
bal market that included suppliers
such as Israel and France. Both
were keen to sell weapons technol-
ogy to India, and this also boosted
New Delhi’s bargaining capacity
with Moscow. As the logic of inten-
sive engagement with the West
was effectively established, stra-
tegic partnership with the U.S. was
a logical corollary.

India’s cooperation with the
U.S. has strengthened still further,

in part against the perceived terro-
rism threat, but also in light of Chi-
na’s growing assertiveness whose
undesirable impacts are now be-
ing felt across the world. However,
Russia’s ability to influence the In-
dia-China relationship has become
doubtful. India has been searching
for other major powers to balance
against China as it does not have
the sufficient means for hard ba-
lancing. Adding options to its sta-
tecraft toolbox, India has dee-
pened its ties with Japan and
Australia in a way that is close to
soft balancing. Nevertheless,
among all of India’s balancing ef-
forts, the stupendous growth in
ties with the U.S. has been the
greatest source of concern for Chi-
na which views the India-U.S. rap-
prochement as containment.

While India needs Russia’s part-
nership for its defence needs, New
Delhi cannot endorse the Russian
perspective on the Indo-Pacific
and the Quad. For New Delhi, it
would be self-defeating to accept
that the Indo-Pacific is an Ameri-
can construct. With the first-ever
summit of the four leaders in the
‘Quadrilateral framework’ in
March this year, the Quad is being
formalised into a functional stra-
tegic alignment.

Maritime structures

The real ‘strategic triangle’ in the
maritime domain will be that bet-
ween New Delhi, Washington and
Beijing. While other powers such
as France, Australia, Japan and
Russia will have an impact on the
emerging maritime structures of
the Indo-Pacific region, it is the
triangular dynamic between In-
dia, China and the U.S. that is go-
ing to be the most consequential.
Russia is yet to realise that it will
gain immensely from the multilat-
eralism that the Indo-Pacific seeks
to promote, and being China’s ju-
nior partner only undermines
Moscow’s great-power ambitions.
But the Putin regime is making
things unnecessarily hard for Rus-
sia as well as for India; and it is
clear that those responsible for
Russian policy have arrived at a
flawed assessment of the current
situation. As the Kremlin’s policy-
makers are obsessively preoccu-
pied with Russia’s ‘status’ rivalry
with the U.S., Russia’s view of In-
dia-China relations seems under-
standable. But there is an inherent
danger in permitting it to harden

into a permanent attitude as an in-
creasingly pro-Beijing Russia
might adopt more aggressive
blocking of India’s policy agendas.
That is why India is particularly in-
terested in a normalisation of rela-
tions between Washington and
Moscow as it will help it steer ties
among the great powers. and also
diminish Moscow’s propensity to
closely coordinate its South Asian
policies with Beijing.

India-China ties

There is no doubt that shared
identities and beliefs in the princi-
ple of non-alignment, painful me-
mories of colonial subjugation, op-
position to great-power
hegemony, and strong beliefs in
sovereignty and strategic autono-
my have been the key influencers
in shaping India’s and China’s en-
gagement with each other as well
as the western world. But this has
begun to change as Beijing is as-
serting its hegemony over Asia. In
such circumstances, multilateral
forums such as the Russia-India-
China (RIC) grouping and BRICS
(Brazil, Russia, India, China and
South Africa) have little practical
value for Indian diplomacy. With-
out China’s reciprocity, options
before India are limited. India’s
concessions, whatever their form,
must meet with some form of pos-
itive response from China. The res-
ponse cannot be just symbolic or
rhetorical. The absence of any ma-
terial evidence of reciprocity is
bound to doom an attempt at Sino-
Indian rapprochement.

Beijing seems to be acting as
though it is immune not only to
the strategic consequences for its
actions but also to all the conven-
tional rules of international polit-
ics. China is undoubtedly the most
powerful actor in its neighbour-
hood but it cannot simply have its
way in shaping Asia’s new geopol-
itics. Beijing’s policies will still be
constrained and altered in funda-
mental ways by India which can-
not be expected to adopt a hope-
less stance of remaining
peripheral in its own strategic
backyard.

Vinay Kaura is Assistant Professor in the
Department of International Affairs and
Security Studies, Sardar Patel University
of Police, Security and Criminal Justice,
Jodhpur, Rajasthan. He is also a
Non-resident Scholar at the Middle East
Institute, Washington DC

Beyond the pandemic, there are structural issues the State has to address concerning livelihoods and employment

VINOJ ABRAHAM

erala, under duress from the
:[<‘novel coronavirus pandem-

ic, is passing through a re-
cessionary phase, shrinking by
about 3.8% during 2019-20. Dis-
ease containment measures, in-
cluding intermittent lockdowns,
have stalled the livelihoods of ma-
ny, probably the entire 66% of the
workforce who are either self-em-
ployed or casual labourers. The
Centre for Monitoring Indian Eco-
nomy (CMIE) estimates Kerala’s
unemployment rate at a high of
23.5% for May 2021. The extent of
wage loss is uncertain, though
primary surveys indicate substan-
tial wage reduction.

The pandemic and welfare

Social priorities for financial plan-
ning under such a crisis must ap-
pear straightforward. The Budget
of the newly elected government
of Kerala presented by Finance Mi-
nister K.N. Balagopal weighed the
priorities right, keeping the pan-
demic in focus. The free vaccina-
tion policy, despite a drastic de-
cline in public revenue by 18%,
positions the Government as one
that prioritises its people. Unem-
ployment and employability find
mention early in the Budget reiter-
ating its inclinations. Setting aside
8,900 crore for an income transf-
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er scheme would be a rescue line
for the poor and the vulnerable.
Such an infusion will also stimu-
late the economy by boosting con-
sumption demand.

High unemployment

Beyond the immediate crisis, Ker-
ala is undergoing a transformation
grappling with structural issues.
For decades, the State has record-
ed one of the highest open unem-
ployment rates in India — around
10%. Further, the labour force ar-
guably suffers from the problem of
‘employability’, alluding to poor
skills and incompetence.

With the youth bulge in Kerala’s
age structure, a large share of the
population entered the labour
force. This coincided with the
structural transformation of the
economy, i.e., the share of output
shifting from agriculture to
service.

However, this large rise in the
labour force could not be ab-
sorbed in the emerging sectors
that were less labour intensive
causing structural unemploy-
ment. The economy now needed
to grow at faster rates to absorb
the new entrants. Concurrently,
high reservation wages owing to
international remittances, institu-
tional wage setting and the State’s
welfare programmes implied that
jobseekers sought jobs with de-
cent wages as well. Low wage sec-
tors are filled with inter-State mi-
grant workers, remaining
unattractive to the locals. Open
unemployment is thus a problem
of economic growth and
distribution.
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Knowledge economy

This Budget’s focus on tackling un-
employment is through the know-
ledge economy mission, initiated
by the outgoing Government. With
Kerala’s reasonably high levels of
an educated workforce, global ex-
posure and its fragile ecosystem, a
globally-linked knowledge-based
economy has the potential for eco-
logically sustainable high econom-
ic growth. However, upon close
reading, it seems that the mission
addresses the wrong side of the
problem. Instead of enhancing
production in the knowledge-
based economy, it envisages to in-
crease the supply of skilled work-
ers, through skilling programmes
and matching demand and supply.
The fundamental problem is not
of labour market mismatch or sup-
ply of educated workforce, but
that of poor labour demand.

The above view is often coun-
tered by the argument that poor
labour demand is due to poor em-
ployability. Part of the knowledge
economy frame is to improve ‘em-
ployability’ by improving skills
and skill certification. Improved
skills may enhance immediate em-

ployment chances. But the notion
that skill is static and once ac-
quired, the worker is employable
is misplaced. Skill is dynamic, es-
pecially in the knowledge econo-
my. The skill requirements are
continuously being redefined. The
knowledge economy is distin-
guished by its ability to innovate in
short time spans.

As innovations take place, the
skill requirements also evolve. For
firms to remain competitive in the
knowledge economy, they must
recognise skill obsolescence and
re-skill their workers. In fact, life-
long learning is a well-known fea-
ture of the knowledge economy.
Under such circumstances, firms
would want to reduce this com-
plex phenomenon into a deficien-
cy in workers, labelling it as poor
‘employability’ and arguing it as
State failure in skilling. In fact,
what labour market participants
lack is the skill requirements that
are ever changing in firms. Firms
are best placed to know what skills
are needed, and not the State.
Firms are best placed to train the
workers, not the State. Firms are
the prime gainers in skill training,
not the public. The Government
could at best facilitate producers
to undertake skill training. The in-
novative German programme on
skilling can inform us.

State of traditional industries

Meanwhile, industrial transforma-
tion has pushed many into fric-
tional unemployment, due to their
inability to move from one sector
to another. Even while Kerala en-
tered a high-growth trajectory in

the 1990s driven by the services,
the traditional industries and agri-
culture sectors remained stag-
nant. These traditional agro-based
industries are now competing in
the global markets with not only
competitor firms but even substi-
tute products — for instance, coir
with its plastic variant. Many such
industries, such as cashew, are
either moving out from Kerala or
are being out competed in export
markets. Having joined these sec-
tors at an early age and worked
throughout their lives, workers in
these sectors are trapped in these
‘sunset’ industries, surviving on
subsistence incomes and welfare
support. With shrinking incomes
and no alternative employment,
these households are being driven
to penury. The State must devise
mechanisms to survive their lives
with dignity.

Small and marginal farmers,
and petty service providers suffer
from poor incomes despite their
efforts, a form of underemploy-
ment. Effective interventions can
encourage collectivisation to over-
come size-related diseconomies.
New forms of collectives such as
Kudumbasree and the new initia-
tive of the Cooperative Initiative
for Agriculture Infrastructure in
Kerala (CAIK), are encouraging.
Nevertheless, history must guide
us to steer clear of the cooperative
failures in the past, marred by
poor incentive structures, rent
seeking and political intervention.

Vinoj Abraham is Professor, Centre for
Development Studies,
Thiruvananthapuram

Hope for J&K

Jammu and Kashmir, famed
for its beauty, and now lost
peace, has become a
hotbed of violence due to a
raft of reasons. Its woes
have been compounded by
political instability and

ensures peaceful
coexistence and a
trouble-free livelihoods
(“Centre invites 14 J&K
leaders to meet PM Modi
next week”, June 20) with a
sincere and transparent
process of the restoration of
Statehood, that includes

Milkha Singh

The words of the legendary
Milkha Singh, “God wanted
me to play a part in
bringing glory to India...”,
are touching. The
photograph of the ‘Flying
Sikh’ romping home to a

gold in the 2008 Olympics.
Given the huge chasm
between the facilities
available to the athletes of
1958 and now, Milkha
Singh’s feats evoke awe.
The fact that the legend was
a stickler for discipline and

Secunderabad; he was

m As a youngster, I had once
watched Milkha Singh during
his practice sessions at the
Army regimental centre in

already a household name.
My father was posted in the
regiment and told me that

To read more letters
online, scan the QR code

Even though he was made to
stand way behind the start
line, he whizzed past the
others in seconds. The sight
of the great Milkha Singh
running like the wind will

restrictions affecting the gold in the 440-yard race in fitness is a good lesson to the lean, wiry Sardar was remain etched in my

should use his clout and the election victory to push for basic rights of the people. fair elections, fast tracked. Cardiff, 1958 (‘Sport’ page, aspiring athletes in India. none other than the great memory.
gradual economic and political reforms. The citizens of J&K now V. JOHAN DHANAKUMAR, June 20) is reminiscent of S. SANJEEVI RAO, man himself. A detail that I V. NAGARAJAN,
............................................................................................................. deserve a new life that Chennai Usain Bolt’s finish for the Puducherry will never ever forget is this. ~ Chennai
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Focus on COV

-19 estimated deaths

Mortality estimates, not officially reported deaths, have the potential to strengthen the pandemic response

CHANDRAKANT LAHARIYA

In India, even before the COVID-19
pandemic, around 85% of all deaths
were registered and only one-fourth
of the registered deaths were medi-
cally certified for the causes of death.
There have been wide variations
among States and within them, in ru-
ral and urban areas. Understanding
the causes of death is essential for
health sector planning and optimal
allocation of health resources. In the
absence of robust data on the causes
of death, governments rely on
estimates.

Reporting COVID-19 deaths

The World Health Organization has
estimated that world over, COVID-19
deaths could be two-three times the
officially reported numbers. Public
health experts, disease modellers,
and research institutes which spe-
cialise in morbidity and mortality da-
ta have estimated that COVID-19
deaths in India could be in the range
of three to 14 times the officially re-
ported number of deaths.

As per ground reports, there has
been under-reporting of COVID-19
deaths during the second wave of in-
fections in India. In April and May
2021, crematorium and burial
grounds had long queues, dead bo-
dies were floating in rivers, more cre-
mations were being done following
the COVID-19 protocols than the offi-
cially reported number of deaths,
and everyone had a few people in
their social circle who had suc-
cumbed to COVID-19. All of these
have been captured in media reports
from various settings, including ma-
jor cities and a number of States.
Each of these cities and States has re-
ported excess deaths (comparing
two similar periods in different
years) that are twice to even 30-40
times higher than the officially re-
ported COVID-19 numbers.

Rural India is known to have a
weak death registration system; ho-
wever, there is corroborative evi-
dence of excess deaths. At an existing
death rate of seven per 1,000 people,
an average village of 1,000 people
should report around one death ev-

REUTERS

ery two months. But most Indian vil-
lages have experienced deaths at a
far higher rate in the two months of
the second COVID-19 wave.

The Union and State governments
have always been quick to deny esti-
mates. Their core argument has been
that COVID-19 deaths cannot be hid-
den. However, the biggest counter to
this position has come from the re-
conciliation of COVID-19 deaths in Bi-
har and Maharashtra. Following re-
views and audits, these States
showed a nearly 75% increase in CO-
VID-19 deaths over the officially re-
ported deaths for the specified pe-
riods. The reconciliation from Bihar
and Maharashtra was attributed to
under-reporting in private hospitals,
in home isolation, in transit to the
hospitals/facilities and those who
died with post-COVID-19 complica-
tions. In some of the districts, the re-
vision resulted in the increase being
twice or thrice the number of report-
ed deaths. Therefore, it is logical to
conclude that if and when other
States initiate similar exercises, they
are likely to report an upward shift in
COVID-19 deaths.

In fact, the majority of the current
analyses of excess deaths has come
from urban settings and large muni-
cipal corporations, known for a rela-
tively better functioning death regis-
tration system. The challenges in
death reporting in rural areas are ve-
ry different and far bigger. During
the second wave, access to COVID-19
testing services and treatment facili-
ties was limited in rural India. Pan-
demic-related restrictions, lack of
transport and the health-seeking be-
haviour of citizens indicate that ma-
ny people from the villages did not
come in contact with the formal
health system, which is concentrated
in urban settings. Very few rural
health facilities were providing ser-
vices for COVID-19 care. Many people

A matter of dress and discipline

When the police wear formal clothes and conduct
themselves professionally, they command respect

M.P. NATHANAEL

The Director of the Central Bureau of
Investigation, Subodh Kumar Jaiswal,
recently directed all officials in the
agency to dress in formal clothes
while on duty. This means that all the
male officers should wear collared
shirts, formal trousers and shoes and
all the women officers should wear
sarees, suits, or formal shirts and
trousers. Casuals are a strict no-no.
Until a few decades back, there
was no need to issue such an order.
Police officers are normally trained
to maintain decorum in office. But
over the years, there has been more
indiscipline, which has led to this sit-
uation. The enforcement of disci-
pline originates from the top. The
head of the organisation may himself
be observing a proper dress code.
But enforcement of discipline needs
to flow down the line to the last man.
Such enforcement builds up a culture
and an ethos within the organisation.
When I joined the Central Reserve
Police Force for my basic training in
Neemuch, most of my batchmates
who wore printed shirts were asked
to pack them and never to be seen in
them again. Only plain, striped, or
checked shirts were to be worn. The
barber turned us into easily recognis-
able trainees by giving us crew cuts.
All this instilled a sense of pride in us.

Image of the police

Decorum isn’t about clothes alone.
The Director General (DG) of Bihar
Police, S.K. Singhal, issued instruc-
tions recently to all personnel to not
use their mobile phones while on du-
ty, except in exceptional cases, as it
“affects the image of the police”. A
strict enforcement of this order will
not only enhance the image of the
police but will go a long way in im-
proving the efficiency of the force.
Alertness, the hallmark of efficiency
in a police force, will produce the de-
sired results. When the police are
seen chatting on mobile phones
while on duty, it tends to tarnish the
image of the police. They are seen as
being negligent and inefficient in the
performance of their duties. The res-
ponsibility largely devolves on the ju-
nior officers to check their subordi-
nates from using mobiles.
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A few years ago, the then DG of Bi-
har Police issued orders that police
personnel should not sport any reli-
gious symbols on their uniforms or
body that would indicate their reli-
gious leanings. The order was issued
because many were sporting a ‘tilak’
on their foreheads while in uniform.
As per regulations, policemen are de-
barred from wearing any religious
marks on their face or uniform. Only
Sikh personnel are permitted to wear
turbans and grow a beard and mous-
tache. There can be no compromise
in projecting the secular nature of
the police forces of the country.

The Police Commissioner of Delhi,
S.N. Shrivastava, recently raised ob-
jections to civil defence volunteers
donning the khaki, an exclusive pre-
serve of the police. A civil defence vo-
lunteer was recently arrested for pos-
ing as a sub-Inspector and
prosecuting those who were violating
COVID-19 lockdown restrictions. The
matter is being taken up by the Minis-
try of Home Affairs.

When the police are smartly
dressed and conduct themselves in a
professional manner, they command
the respect of the general public. Pot-
bellied policemen project a bad im-
age of the force. The Central Armed
Police Forces rightly introduced the
concept of an annual medical exami-
nation in the late nineties for all the
personnel. This has not only kept
them trim and fit but has also en-
sured that they are always in good
health. Any medical deficiency can
result in their losing promotions.

Once the pandemic ends, it is
hoped that the health sector shows
drastic improvement. It would be a
step in the right direction if medical
examinations are introduced in all
government departments. If this is
done, health issues can be detected
in the initial stages and treated early.

The Central and State govern-
ments should issue orders as part of
the conduct rules that all employees
must be in formal wear when attend-
ing office. When private companies
can enforce a dress code, there is no
reason why government services
shouldn’t.

M.P. Nathanael is Inspector General of Police

(Retd), CRPF

were admitted in the healthcare facil-
ities without a RT-PCR test, and on
the basis of clinical symptoms. As
many ground reports have shown,
deaths in these sub-groups did not
make it to officially reported CO-
VID-19 deaths.

One of the core objectives of the
pandemic response is to reduce mor-
tality. Therefore, COVID-19 deaths
are a good surrogate indicator of the
health system’s performance at the
State and district levels. This is a
more focused indicator of the res-
ponse of the health system com-
pared to process-oriented indicators
such as daily tests conducted or ded-
icated COVID-19 beds added. If realis-
tic estimates of COVID-19 deaths by
city, rural settings, districts and
States are known, a more targeted
response could be mounted to the
pandemic. The death estimates
could be very useful to plan for the
next wave of the pandemic (in the
short term) and to strengthen the In-
dian health care system (in the long
run).

Refining estimates

There are at least four approaches
which can help us refine the esti-
mates: death audits; excess death
analysis; death surveys followed by
verbal autopsies; and decadal Cen-
sus, which is due in India.

First, every State should get death
audits done to correctly classify all
the deaths that occurred during the
pandemic. The audits should focus
on all the health facilities, in the pu-
blic and private sector, as well as
deaths in homes. The process of
death audits needs to be institution-
alised. The experiences of Bihar and
Maharashtra show that this can be
done quickly.

Second, the excess deaths in the
pandemic period should be analysed
more systematically. For urban set-

tings and those States which have a
relatively high death registration,
such analysis can be done in a short
period of time.

Third, rural areas and smaller
towns require additional data collec-
tion. The death registers at the vil-
lage level can be utilised and pan-
chayats can provide this data in
real-time, which can be collated by
the administration. The sample re-
gistration system teams functioning
under the Registrar General and Cen-
sus Commissioner in India and the
booth-level officers used in elections
can be mobilised to collect addition-
al information on deaths reported in
April and May 2021. This can help the
government in getting more realistic
death estimates in the next few
months. The Jharkhand government
completed one such survey, focused
exclusively on rural areas, which
found 43% excess deaths than the
comparable period before the pan-
demic. The State surveyed two-third
of its population with the help of the
existing workforce, in 10 days. Such
surveys should be planned by all
States, followed by verbal autopsy, to
assign the causes of deaths.

Fourth, there is an urgent need to
initiate the decadal Census in India.
The U.S. and China conducted their
census in 2020 during the pandemic.
India should urgently plan for the
Census, which would provide useful
data for all sectors. Inter-censal
growth will provide an important in-
sight into the excess mortality.

The political leadership and
health policymakers seem to be tak-
ing solace in the fact that India has
not yet reported the highest number
of COVID-19 deaths in the world. Ho-
wever, there is bigger merit in deve-
loping realistic COVID-19 death esti-
mates, which could be more helpful
in policy formulation, planning, re-
source allocation and health system
strengthening. Therefore, the go-
vernments at all levels (Union, States
and districts) should work to come
up with the estimated number of CO-
VID-19 deaths. That kind of granular
data on deaths along with other
health data will help India fight the
pandemic and plan for the post-pan-
demic period more effectively.

Chandrakant Lahariya, a
physician-epidemiologist, is a public policy
and health systems expert and co-author of
“Till We Win: India’s Fight Against The
COVID-19 Pandemic’

FROM THE READERS’ EDITOR

An invitation for a virtual

conversation

The RE’s Office will host a virtual Open House on July 17

A.S. PANNEERSELVAN

In 2012, when I was appointed the Readers’
Editor (RE) of this newspaper, I came up
with different working methodologies to ful-
fil the various strands of the mandate under
the binding Terms of Reference. One of the
tasks assigned to the RE was “to look for
ways of improving the paper’s work and per-
formance, in the broadest sense, by collating
and analysing readers’ concerns, ideas, and
suggestions and identifying possible new or
alternative courses of action and ways to de-
velop the paper for the benefit of its readers
and the paper itself”.

Reaching out to the newspaper

There are three conventional forums
through which readers reach out to the new-
spaper: they write letters to the editor, let-
ters to the RE, and express their opinion in
the below-the-line comment section of the
web edition of the newspaper. A careful ana-
lysis of these comments brought out a simple
truth starkly: readers comment on specific
news reports and not on the newspaper as a
whole. A newspaper is a jigsaw puzzle,
where each piece is tied to another in an or-
ganic manner. Editorial judgment is the su-
turing tool which brings these pieces togeth-
er. The idea that a responsible newspaper is
an interlocking public flows from this.

In 2013, we organised the first Open
House for The Hindu’s readers in Chennai.
Even while inviting readers for this event, I
made it clear that a newspaper is not a con-
sumer product; it is a public institution, a
common good, and a public sphere despite
its private ownership. Over a period of time,
I have argued that the legacy media, such as
The Hindu, can retain the space for the clas-
sical four ‘d’s’ of democracy — discussion,
dissent, debate and, finally, informed deci-
sion. I have also written that digital plat-
forms, despite all the possibilities they offer,
often tend to become ideological silos,
where common ground is elusive.

Based on this premise, I managed to host
several Open House discussions across ci-
ties. These paved the way for a free and frank
exchange of ideas between the editorial

team, led by the Editor himself, and a vast
cross-section of readers. These meetings
brought together the various expectations
that readers have of the the newspaper in dif-
ferent cities. It helped us realise that a one-
size-fits-all approach is not only a bad policy
for governance but also for a multi-edition
newspaper. The last Open House was held
on February 1, 2020, in Vijayawada. As I had
mentioned in my column, ‘The language of
grief’ (March 23, 2020), we had to call off the
Open House that we had planned to cele-
brate 50 years of this newspaper in
Bengaluru.

Virtual meetings

While the news cycle moved to being dis-
tinctly digital, with virtual meetings becom-
ing the norm, I was still holding on to my be-
lief that a physical meeting is more ideal for
dialogue than the virtual space. I was desper-
ately hoping that the pandemic would soon
become endemic and we could meet each
other for a hearty exchange of views and
ideas. But I am not a Luddite to shun the pos-
sibilities afforded by science and technology.
In fact, as early as in 2015, we hosted a vir-
tual Open House to mark The Hindu’s digital
presence. Though we gained a lot from our
distant interactions with our readers, it cer-
tainly lacked the compact of a physical
meeting.

However, the severity of the pandemic
has changed the dynamics of conversation.
More people are now comfortable talking to
each other virtually. The lockdown-imposed
reality has forced us to reach out to each oth-
er in the cyberworld. And so, we have decid-
ed to host a virtual Open House on July 17, a
Saturday.

We solicit readers to write to us a brief
note about themselves if they are interested
in attending the virtual Open House. Though
technology permits any number of partici-
pants, we would like to limit participation to
100 readers in order to have an effective con-
versation. Your personal note will help us in-
vite people from different parts of India and
ensure wider participation. We propose to
have the session between 11:00 a.m. and 1:30
p.m.

The objective of the Open House remains
the same: to listen to readers closely to find
out what they are interested in and to ex-
plain some salient features of the newspap-
er’s working.

readerseditor@thehindu.co.in

15 IT A
DisasTER?

DATA POINT

B 21-YEAR HIGH | Between January and May
2021, 2,383 complaints of domestic violence were
filed with the National Commission for Women

Suffering in
silence

Over 2,300 domestic violence
complaints were filed with
the National Commission for
Women between January and
May in 2021, the highest for
any year since 2000. Most
complaints were received
from U.P., while the highest
complaint rate was recorded in
Delhi. However, according to
NFHS-5 data, 70% of women

2,400

The previous

high of 2,183 ﬁ
complaints
was
registered in
2074

2000 €« 2021

B SILENT VICTIMS | Over 70% of women
who experienced physical violence in major
States did not seek help or tell anyone
about it. In the States listed, less than 20%
women who experienced physical violence

sought help

COMPLAINTS RECEIVED PER MILLION WOMEN
5
L

100+

[
o
1

B STATE-WISE NUMBERS | The chart plots the
total complaints recorded in a State against the
number of complaints received per one million
women between January and May in 2021
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B SMALL SHARE | Of the 15.4% victims
in Gujarat who sought help, none of them
reached out to relevant authorities such
as doctors, the police, lawyers or social
service organisations.

Among the small share of victims

who sought help in the States listed,
only a small % contacted the relevant
authorities

IN %

in the major States who faced

physical violence did not

inform anyone about it. Even

among those who sought help,
very few reached out to the

relevant authorities. By Jasmin
Nihalani and Sumant Sen

State Never Sought
sought help
help
but
told
someone

A.P. 82.8 9.6 77

Bihar 84.3 6.8 8.9

Gujarat 74.7 9.9 15.4

Karnataka 70.8 12.6 16.6

Maharashtra | 78.8 7.8 13.4

Telangana 73 8.2 18.8

West Bengal | 79.7 8.5 1.9

State Medical ﬁ
personnel

A.P. 0 10.4 ]

Bihar 4.8 0 0

Gujarat 0 0 0

Karnataka 14.3 14.3 14.3

Maharashtra | O 1.9 0

Telangana 0 6.1 0.5

West Bengal | 0.9 3.6 0

SOURCE: NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR WOMEN, NFHS-5

FROM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 21, 1971
Mediation on Bangla Desh

The Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, said
to-day [June 20] that “butchery in Bangla
Desh” would have to stop first before India
took part in any mediation efforts on the is-
sue. She was answering questions on deve-
lopments in Bangla Desh and the resultant
problem of six million refugees on Indian
soil at a 30-minute news conference here
[Srinagar] at the conclusion of her visit to
Kashmir valley. On recognition of Bangla
Desh, the Prime Minister made it clear that
the time for it “has not come yet.” It was for
the Government to decide what was good
for the country, she added, and not what
some people said or demanded. India, said
Mrs. Gandhi, would continue to watch the
situation as it developed in Bangla Desh. Just
now it had no specific solution to the pro-
blem. She went on: “I only know that we are
not going to allow them (refugees) to stay on
here — neither shall we allow them to be
butchered there.” Asked what India planned
to do if Pakistan failed to respond to Indian
pleas, she replied: “We will see what the sit-
uation is” and went on to add in a lighter
vein: “as I love the press, I do not think I
shall tell them first.”

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 21, 1921

Tilak Swaraj Fund

The Tilak Swaraj Fund week commenced
yesterday. Arrangements have been made in
the city for bands of workers accompanied
by volunteers to go in for house to house col-
lections. The local Muslim Volunteer corps is
a sprightly, well organised band of young
men. Their services have been willingly
placed at the disposal of the Tilak Swaraj
Fund Committee. Other young men have al-
so volunteered their services. There is no
lack of enthusiasm in the city but the one
great drawback is that the months of May
and June are the time of vacation for the
members of the legal profession, and for the
student community who usually repair to
their homes in the districts or go out in quest
of rest and recreation. These months are al-
so the principal part of the marriage season.
With all these distracting conditions, which
render the carrying out of the Bezwada pro-
gramme not a little difficult for the people in
this part of the country, it is earnestly hoped
that they will rise to the ocassion. The collec-
tions reported from the districts are usually
in driblets. They show that the movement
has got a firm hold on the masses.
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‘Massive distribution of
ex gratia will hit finances’

Besides, the MHA said
granting ex gratia compen-
sation for one disease while
denying it for those account-
ing for a larger share of mor-
tality would not be fair or
proper. “It would create un-
fairness and invidious dis-
crimination between per-
sons suffering from one
disease and those suffering
from another,” the govern-
ment justified.

The court said its “broad-
er approach” encompasses
a different set of ‘Minimum
Standards of Relief” fo-
cussed on public health in-
terventions, social protec-

tion and economic recovery
for the affected communi-
ties.

“This would be a more
prudent, responsible, and
sustainable approach,” the
Ministry argued.

It said funds to the tune of
21,113.21 crore were released
to States/UTs towards man-
agement and containment
of COVID-19 over and above
the National Health Mission
coverage in 2019-2020 fi-

nancial year.

In 2020-21, 8,257.89
crore was released to the
States/UTs to fight the
pandemic.

‘Excess deaths nearly
6 times official toll

Excess deaths

The graph shows the number of deaths registered by the
Civil Registration System in Karnataka through the years
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With officials of the Statis-
tics Department remaining
tight-lipped after oral gag or-
ders from seniors, COVID-
specific death reporting
from districts has become
inaccessible in Karnataka. It
also indicates a much higher
toll than reported earlier.
For example, last week, the
official COVID-19 death toll
in Mysuru, which was
counted at 1,910, was re-
vised to 3,300 after
reconciliation.

Officials admit that even
the numbers available in the
CRS data is only provisional
as reporting of death has al-
ways been slow in rural
areas. The pandemic has al-
so resulted in inefficient da-
ta collection across 35,000
births and deaths registra-
tion centres in the State.

With Chief Minister B.S.
Yediyurappa announcing 31
lakh to BPL families that
have reported a COVID-19
death, the number of deaths
being reported is going up,
officials said.

The Chief Minister has in-
dicated that the State is esti-
mated to spend between
%250- 3300 crore on the re-
lief scheme which is expect-
ed to benefit between
25,000 and 30,000 fami-
lies. Irrespective of the num-
ber of deaths, each such

1 1
[
August Decem[)er

BPL family will receive 1
lakh.

“Normally, rural areas do
not report death immediate-
ly. Delayed registration has
been a norm,” Mr Yediyu-
rappa said recently. He
pointed out that in 2019, of
the total 5.08 lakh deaths re-
ported, as many as 1.67 lakh
deaths, including 1.01 lakh
reported in rural areas,
were delayed registration.

While the figures are pro-
visional, and officials are ex-
pecting reconciliation of
numbers in the coming
weeks or months, the Regis-
tration of Births and Deaths
Act 1969 and the Karnataka
Registration of Births and
Death Rules 1970 (subse-
quently amended in 1999),
mandate  reporting  of
deaths within 21 days.

Under various other pro-
visions, however, deaths
can be reported beyond 21
days. Even after a year, the
death can be registered
through an order of a First
Class Judicial Magistrate.

Attempts to seek a res-
ponse on the issue of excess
deaths from Additional
Chief Secretary Planning
and Statistics Shalini Raji-
neesh failed.

(With inputs and graph-
ics from Vignesh Radhak-
rishnan)

Mufti holds off decision
on meeting PM Modi

Others who attended the
meeting were Chowdhary
Mohammad Ramzan,
Sheikh Mustafa Kamal, Mian
Altaf, Mubarak Gul, Sakina
Itoo, Khalid Najeeb Suhur-
wardy and two Members of
Parliament Mohammad Ak-
bar Lone and Hasnain
Masoodi.

“The consultations are
on. After the party presi-

dent is done talking to party
leaders, a meeting of the
PAGD will take place where
the member parties will dis-
cuss the issue and take a col-
lective decision,” Mr. Wani
told reporters after the
meeting.

Sajad Lone also chaired a
meeting of his Peoples Con-
ference in Srinagar.

(With inputs from PTI)

Kerala CPI(M) leaders
take on KPCC president

G. ANAND
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Starkly different accounts of
the outcome of a campus
brawl between Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan and Kerala
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee (KPCC) president K. Sud-
hakaran in Brennan College
in 1967 provoked a fresh
round of sniping between
the ruling front and the Op-
position on Sunday.

The economic devastation
and public health crisis pre-
cipitated by the COVID-19
pandemic appeared to take a
backseat, as Congress and
CPI(M) leaders took potshots
at each other on live televi-
sion.

In his official Facebook
page, Mr. Sudhakaran said
his foray against Mr. Vijayan
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was personal. “I have
learned to subdue political
criminals personally,” he
said. Mr. Sudhakaran said he
was answering to criticism
that he had targeted Mr. Vi-
jayan personally.

He also attempted to link
Mr. Vijayan to the communal
riots in Thalassery in 1971
and the political killing of
RMP leader T.P. Chandra-
sekharan in 2012.

The CPI(M) has pulled Mr.
Vijayan out of the frayand de-
legated the task of fending off
Mr. Sudhakaran to other
leaders. Former Minister
A.K. Balan accused Mr. Sud-
hakaran of laying the ground
for political violence. CPI(M)
leader P. Jayarajan said Mr.
Sudhakaran lacked the cour-

age to act.
»

They say lakhs of them don't have resources to access online paid coaching classes at this stage

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A group of students who
have just completed Class 12
are objecting to the proposal
to conduct a common en-
trance test for admission to
all Central universities, in-
cluding those such as Delhi
University which have used
only Class 12 board marks as
the criterion so far. The stu-
dents, who hail from diffe-
rent parts of the country,
have written to the Educa-
tion Ministry and the DU
authorities, warning that
such a move will favour rich
students who have had ac-
cess to coaching classes or
are already preparing for
standardised tests such as
JEE or NEET.

The National Testing
Agency is yet to take a final
decision on the scope or the
date for the Central Universi-
ties Common Entrance Test
(CUCET) this year. The test’s
multiple choice question
papers cover language, gen-
eral awareness, mathemati-
cal aptitude and analytical
skills, as well as domain
knowledge in the candidate’s
chosen subjects.

Crucial juncture: A student travelling abroad for higher
studies getting vaccinated in New Delhi. =p1i

“Delhi University aspi-
rants were entirely focused
towards Board exam prepa-
ration. Since an entrance ex-
am will contain aptitude
part, many will face pro-
blems dealing with it as it en-
tirely varies from what one
has learnt in 10+2,” said one
common letter sent by stu-
dents to the DU Vice-Chan-
cellor, noting that science
students may not be pre-
pared for the general know-
ledge section, while arts and
commerce stream students
may need time to prepare for

Navy team in US. for

chopper training
India is buying 24 MH-60R helicopters

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A team of 18 Navy personnel
reached the U.S. for training
on the MH-60R multi-role
helicopters, 24 of which
were contracted in a $2.2-
billion deal signed during
the visit of then President
Donald Trump in February
2020.

“Three helicopters are
scheduled to be delivered to
the Navy next month which
will be used for training in
the U.S. The first batch is
likely to arrive in India by
June 2022,” a defence offi-
cial said. Training of the first
batch of aircrew and techni-
cal crew, will commence at
Pensacola, Florida and San
Diego, the official said.

The helicopters built by
Lockheed Martin are being
procured under the ‘Buy
(Global)’ category of the
procurement  procedure

congress

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Congress is planning to
organise district-level pro-
grammes to kick off the gol-
den jubilee celebrations of
the 1971 Liberation War of
Bangladesh from mid-July, a
source said on Sunday.

The party had planned
grassroots level meets across
650 districts from May 1 to
celebrate an occasion consi-
dered to be one of the finest
moments of former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi. Pol-
itically, it is meant to be an

through the Foreign Military
Sales route of the U.S. The
deliveries are expected to be
completed by 2025.

“MH-60R international
partnerships continue — In-
dian Navy students arrived
at Naval Air Station (NAS)
Pensacola and North Island
to commence training with
two MH-60R helicopters
while strengthening global
partnerships,” the U.S. Na-
val Air Systems Command
said on twitter.

The Navy is facing an
acute shortage of helicop-
ters on its frontline warships
but procurement of new
helicopters has been repeat-
edly delayed. A tender for
111 Naval Utility Helicopters
(NUH) is being processed
through the strategic part-
nership route of procure-
ment procedure while there
is a projected requirement
of 123 multi-role helicopters.

the logical reasoning and
quantitative ability sections.
“Also, the students who
were already preparing for
professional degree courses
would find it easier as they
were already preparing for
such a test since grade 11,” it
said, noting that lakhs of stu-
dents do not have the re-
sources to suddenly access
online paid coaching classes
at this stage. The students al-
so noted that students look-
ing to change streams would
find it hard to attempt the
subject-specific papers.

Last year, the CUCET was
only used for admission to 14
new Central Universities and
four State universities. Ho-
wever, earlier this year, the
Education Ministry told all
Central Universities includ-
ing older, more prestigious
institutions that have so far
depended on Class 12 mark
cut-offs or their own en-
trance tests, that CUCET
could be expanded to cover
them as well in accordance
with the National Education
Policy recommendations.

The proposal has taken on
new urgency since Class 12
examinations were can-
celled, with every Board is-
suing its own tabulation for-
mula to assign marks
instead. The students sug-
gested that these marks be
used with different cut-offs
for different Boards.

Namrata Kalita, a Class 12
student from Assam, sent
her own letter, noting that
students from Northeast In-
dia who attempt to enter the
Central Universities would
be particularly affected.
“The CUCET has no clarifica-
tion so far, no pattern, no syl-
labus, no previous year ques-

tions to practice. Although it
was proposed  under
NEP-2020, the authorities
never gave any official an-
nouncement regarding its
implementation. For a na-
tional-level entrance, we
need adequate time and
space to prepare which is ab-
sent in the current situa-
tion,” she wrote, adding that
letters have been sent to the
Education Ministry and the
admissions authorities at the
DU.

She argued that the same
health and digital divide con-
cerns which led to the can-
cellation of Class 12 exams
should apply to CUCET as
well in a pandemic year.
“The CUCET is perhaps a
good initiative but it’s not
right to conduct it suddenly
in this unprecedented year
without informing about it
earlier. Holding another set
of exams would further de-
lay our session and waste our
entire year keeping us under
constant foreboding. We
have faith in the Education
Ministry and the varsities
that they would listen to the
students’ concerns,” she
wrote.

~ "We are not
~ against live-in
relationship’

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW

The Allahabad High Court
has directed the police to
grant protection to a cou-
ple from Uttar Pradesh's
Badaun district who were
in a live-relationship and
recently got married.

While passing the direc-
tions on June 18, a Division
Bench of Justices Dr.
Kaushal Jayendra Thaker
and Dinesh Pathak clari-
fied why it had recently re-
fused to grant relief to a
married woman who had
approached it seeking pro-
tection to live-in with so-
meone after leaving her
husband. The court had
dismissed the plea on
grounds that their act went
against the mandate of the
Hindu Marriage Act.

In the fresh matter, a
couple in a live-in relation-
ship had approached it on
apprehension that they
would be harassed and
would not be permitted to
live in peace by their
families.

“We are not against the
live-in relation,”" the court
said.

Work begins on Krivak class frigate

Stealth ship is being built by Goa Shipyard with technology transfer from Russia

DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

The keel of the second fri-
gate of the additional Krivak
class stealth ships being built
with technology transfer
from Russia by Goa Shipyard
Ltd. (GSL) was laid by the
Vice-Chief of the Naval Staff,
Vice Admiral, G. Ashok Ku-
mar, on Friday.

“Keel laying is a major mil-
estone activity in the con-
struction of any ship symbo-
lising formal
commencement of the con-
struction process. The keel
for the first ship was laid on
January 29, 2021. It would be
delivered in 2026 and the se-
cond ship after six months,”
the Navy said.

Vice Admiral Kumar said
it was for the first time that
these vessels, with such
technological complexity,
were being constructed indi-
genously at the GSL.

“He said a large number of
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Full float: At the function to lay the keel for the second frigate

of the Krivak class at the Goa Shipyard. =pTi

major equipment are being
substituted with indigenous
equivalents, in addition to
use of significant indigenous
build material. The entire
hulls of the ships are also be-
ing built with indigenous
steel,” the statement quoted
him.

In October 2016, India
and Russia signed an Inter-
Governmental Agreement
(IGA) for four Krivak or Tal-

to celebrate 1971 war jubilee

effective counter to BJP’s ag-
gressive nationalism plank
by reminding the new gener-
ation that Indira Gandhi was
the person who managed to
break up Pakistan.

However, the party’s plan
got derailed because of the
spike in the number of CO-
VID-19 case in the second
wave.

The source cited above
said former Defence Minis-
ter A.K. Antony, who heads
the Congress committee on
organising golden jubilee ce-
lebrations of the 1971 War,

has reviewed plans with the
convener of the group, Cap-
tain Praveen Davar (retd), on
restarting the programmes if
the corona situation im-
proves by mid-July.
Invitation cards with the
iconic photo of the then Pa-
kistani commander, Lieute-
nant General A.A.K. Niazi,
signing the surrender docu-
ment before India’s Lt Gen-
eral Jagjit Singh Aurora and
of Ms. Gandhi congratulating
the chiefs of Indian armed
forces including Sam Ma-
neckshaw, have been sent

out. Last December, Con-
gress president Sonia Gand-
hi had set up a committee
that included senior mem-
bers like Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Amarinder Singh, former
Lok Sabha Speaker Meira
Kumar and former Maha-
rashtra Chief Minister Prith-
viraj Chavan among others.
Though Ms. Gandhi was in-
vited by Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina to
take part in the March 26 ce-
lebrations at Dhaka, she
skipped it because of the
pandemic.

Pact signed to conserve rare turtle in Assam

NGOs, zoo and Kamrup administration to work with temple for project

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

A major temple in Assam has
signed a memorandum of
understanding with two
green NGOs, the Assam State
Zoo-cum-Botanical Garden
and the Kamrup district ad-
ministration for the long-
term conservation of the
rare freshwater black soft-
shell turtle or the Nilssonia
nigricans.

A vision document 2030
was also launched after Tur-
tle Survival Alliance India
and Help Earth signed the
pact involving the Hayagriva
Madhava Temple Commit-
tee. The temple, revered by
both Hindus and Buddhists,
is at Hajo, about 30 km
northwest of Guwahati.

Until sightings along the
Brahmaputra’s drainage in
Assam, the black softshell
turtle was thought to be “ex-
tinct in the wild” and con-
fined only to ponds of tem-
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The freshwater black softshell turtle.

ples in northeastern India
and Bangladesh. The Inter-
national Union for Conserva-
tion of Nature had in 2021
listed the turtle as “critically
endangered”. But it does not
enjoy legal protection under
the Indian Wildlife (Protec-
tion) Act of 1972, although it
has traditionally been hunt-
ed for its meat and cartilage,
traded in regional and inter-
national markets.

“Various temple ponds in
Assam such as that of the

= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Hayagriva Madhava Temple
harbour various threatened
species of turtles. Since the
turtles are conserved in
these ponds only based on
religious grounds, many bio-
logical requirements for
building a sustainable wild
population have since long
been overlooked,” Arpita
Dutta of Turtle Survival said.

“This multi-stakeholder
association [conservation
pact] aims to restock the
wild with viable, self-suffi-

cient and genetically pure
threatened turtle popula-
tions in the region. We will
offer assistance for the re-
quired improvement of hus-
bandry of turtles kept in
such ponds, and further re-
covery efforts are recom-
mended for the long-term
survival and existence of the
endangered freshwater tur-
tles,” she added.

Kamrup Deputy Commis-
sioner Kailash Kartik N. em-
phasised the mass aware-
ness on the conservation
issues of all species of turtles
in the region while working
on threats and opportunities
to strengthen the black soft-
shell turtle population in As-
sam.

Zoo director Tejas Maris-
wamy and Help Earth’s
Jayaditya Purkayastha at-
tended the programme on
June 19, along with members
of the Hayagriva Madhava
Temple Committee.

war stealth frigates — two to
be procured directly from
Russia and two to be built by
the GSL. Following that, In-
dia signed a $1-billion deal
with Russia for the direct
purchase.

The basic structures of the
two frigates are already rea-
dy at the Yantar shipyard in
Russia and are now being
completed.

In November 2018, the

GSL signed a $500-million
deal with Rosoboronexport
of Russia for material, design
and specialists assistance to
locally manufacture two
stealth frigates and in Janu-
ary 2019 the contract was
signed between the Ministry
of Defence and the GSL.

The engines for the ships
are supplied by Zorya Nash-
proekt of Ukraine. Four gas
turbine engines, gear boxes
and specialist support will
cost around $50-million per
ship, officials had said
earlier.

India had earlier procured
six Krivak class frigates
weighing around 4,000
tonnes in two different
batches, the Talwar class
and the upgraded Teg class.
The four ships to be built will
weigh 300 tonnes more than
the earlier ones and will be
armed with BrahMos super-
sonic cruise missiles, the Na-
vy said earlier.

Plan to put Lakshadweep
under Karnataka HC

It is under Kerala HC jurisdiction now

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KOCHI/ NEW DELHI

The Lakshadweep adminis-
tration, which has been fac-
ing widespread protests ov-
er its policies, has mooted a
proposal to shift its legal ju-
risdiction from the Kerala
High Court to the Karnataka
High Court, officials said.

The proposal was initiat-
ed by the administration af-
ter several litigation were
moved before the Kerala
High Court against the deci-
sions taken by the islands’
new Administrator Praful
Khoda Patel. These deci-
sions included revising
standard operating proce-
dures for COVID-appro-
priate behaviour, introduc-
tion of the “goonda Act”
and demolishing hutments
of fishermen for widening
of roads.

Mr. Patel, who is the Ad-
ministrator of Daman and
Diu, was given the addition-
al charge of the Union Terri-
tory of Lakshadweep in the
first week of December last
year, when former Adminis-
trator Dineshwar Sharma

died after a brief illness.

This year, as many as 23
applications, including 11
writ petitions, have been
filed against the Administra-
tor and also against the al-
leged high-handedness of
either the police or the local
government of the islands.
The proposal for shifting
the legal jurisdiction from
the High Court of Kerala to
Karnataka comes amid
these developments.

Advisor of the Adminis-
trator A. Anbarasu did not
respond to queries on the
proposal. However, Laksh-
adweep Collector S. Asker
Ali said no proposal had
been made by the adminis-
tration to shift its legal juris-
diction from the Kerala
High Court to the Karnataka
High Court. “The news
about shifting of the juris-
diction of the High Court
from Kerala to Karnataka is
baseless and is devoid of
truth,” he said. The jurisdic-
tion of a High Court can be
shifted only through an Act
of Parliament, according to
the law.

Rs. 8,25,000/-.
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Name of Patient: Shashiniha Rajkumar, 12 years.
Hospital Name: Christian Medical College.

Diagnosis: Relapsed Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia.
Her treatment is for 2 years and total cost of treatment is

We request kind hearted Philanthropists to save her.
Kindly send donation by Cheque / D.D. / M.O. favouring
Save Poor Lives and on the back of Cheque write Alc
= Shashiniha Rajkumar. Our Account Details: S/B Account
No. 20000913487. State Bank of India, Raja Annamalaipuram Branch and
IFSC CODE: SBIN0001855, You Can Donate Google Pay No. 9884607377,
UPI ID: sbsmani134@oksbi which is exempted under 80G of I.T. ACT.
Contact: SAVE POOR LIVES REGISTERED PUBLIC CHARITABLE TRUST,
(ADMIN DIVISION) Flat No. A1, Ceebros Garden, Ground Floor, Old No. 76,
Kamarajar Salai, Raja Annamalaipuram, Chennai-600028. Ph: 044-42044165,
Mobile: 9884607377, E-mail: savepoorlives@gmail.com

Our website: www.savepoorlives.com

DONATION SENT TO VARIOUS HOSPITAL IN JUNE MONTH FOR Rs. 2,07,265/-.
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Govt. open to
steps to boost
economy: CEA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The government is open to
coming out with more
measures to boost the eco-
nomy, hit by the second
COVID-19 wave, said Chief
Economic Adviser (CEA)
K.V. Subramanian.

But he said the demand
for a fresh stimulus pack-
age had to be considered
against the backdrop of the
initiatives taken by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man in her Budget for 2021-
22. The CEA was respond-
ing to a suggestion by some
industry bodies that the go-
vernment needed to an-
nounce a I3 lakh crore sti-
mulus package to boost the
economy.

Sena MLA for
party’s return
to NDA fold

STAFF REPORTER
PUNE

Shiv Sena MLA Pratap Sar-
naik wrote to Maharashtra
CM Uddhav Thackeray ask-
ing him to join hands with
the BJP. Mr. Sarnaik is fac-
ing an ED probe in the
NSEL scam.

“While we have com-
plete faith in your leader-
ship ... it would be better if
you formed an alliance
with Mr. Modi... It would al-
so give relief to Sena lead-
ers like Ravindra Waikar,
Anil Parab and myself, who
are being harassed by Cen-
tral agencies,” he said.

“Restore full statehood to J&K

Congress demand comes ahead of PM’s meeting with political leaders

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Sunday
asked the Narendra Modi go-
vernment to restore state-
hood to Jammu and Kashmir
(J&K) in the interest of de-
mocracy and upholding con-
stitutional principles.

The demand comes days
before the Prime Minister’s
proposed meeting with pol-
itical leaders from J&K on
June 24. The Prime Minis-
ter’s Office is learnt to have
invited 14 leaders, including
four former Chief Ministers
from J&K, to discuss the pol-
itical situation. It will be the
first meeting between Mr.
Modi and leaders from the
region after the Centre dilut-
ed in 2019 J&K’s special sta-

C

It is for the Prime Minister and
the BJP to decide whether

to hold a meeting or to accept the
demand of the Indian National

Congress in the interest of the
Constitution, democracy and the
people to restore full statehood to
the State of Jammu and Kashmir

RANDEEP SURJEWALA Congress spokesperson

tus under Article 370.

“It is now for the Prime
Minister and the BJP to de-
cide whether to hold a meet-
ing or to accept the demand
of the Indian National Con-
gress in the interest of the
Constitution,  democracy
and the people to restore full
statehood to the State of Jam-
mu and Kashmir,” party spo-

kesperson Randeep Surje-
wala told mediapersons.

He did not say whether or
not the party will participate
in the June 24 meeting.

Previous resolution

He recalled that on August 6,
2019, a day after the Centre’s
decision on Article 370 and
bifurcation of J&K, the Con-

gress Working Committee
(CWC) had adopted a resolu-
tion that clearly demanded
the restoration of full state-
hood. “We believe that un-
doing it [statehood] is a di-
rect attack on democracy
and the constitutional prin-
ciples.” He said elections to
the Assembly should be held
so that people can elect their
representatives instead of
being ruled by Delhi.

While the political affairs
committee of the PDP has
authorised its chief, Meh-
booba Mufti, to take a call,
the People’s Alliance for
Gupkar Declaration (PAGD),
an umbrella of mainstream
parties in J&K, will meet on
Tuesday to decide on the
June 24 meeting.

Cong. questions ‘silence’ on Ayodhya deal

Party demands a probe into land purchase, alleges misuse of temple funds

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Congress on Sunday
questioned Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s silence over
alleged corruption in the
purchase of land in Ayodhya
by the Ram Temple Trust
and urged the Supreme
Court to “fulfil” its duty of
getting the matter probed
under its supervision.
Addressing a virtual press
conference, Congress gener-
al secretary Randeep Surje-
wala alleged that a local BJP
leader in Ayodhya, Deep Na-
rayan, brought 890 square
metres of land for 320 lakh

2 senior BJP leaders to
visit Uttar Pradesh

Party is preparing for 2022 election

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW

Two senior leaders of the
BJP are due to visit Uttar
Pradesh for a two-day tour
starting Monday as the par-
ty continues its preparation
for the 2022 Assembly elec-
tion.

The visit of general secre-
tary (organisation) B.L. San-
thosh and State in-charge
Radha Mohan Singh comes
when the unit is getting into
shape all its frontal units
and announced the heads of
its morchas.

The visit also assumes sig-
nificance as it comes days af-
ter A.K. Sharma, former bu-
reaucrat and close aide of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, was appointed a vice-
president in the State unit,
bringing an end to the spec-
ulation that he could find
himself a berth in the Cabi-
net of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath.
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B.L. Santhosh

Mr. Singh and Mr. San-
thosh had earlier this month
visited Lucknow and met
party leaders.

Meetings planned
Manish Dixit, State media
in-charge, said the two lead-
ers would hold meetings on
the upcoming organisation-
al programmes.

They will review the “se-
va hi sanghathan” pro-
gramme and the vaccina-
tion drive, and also discuss
further activities, said Mr.
Dixit.

INTERVIEW | DEVANGANA KALITA

‘We were always hopeful that justice will prevail

[ was prepared for a long time in prison given the difficulties of getting bail under UAPA, says the student activist

SHINJINI GHOSH

Jawaharlal Nehru University student and Pinjra Tod activist
Devangana Kalita, who was recently released on bail after
being arrested for her alleged role in the Delhi riots and
charged under the UAPA, speaks on freedom, life inside Tihar
jail and other things. Edited excerpts:

It has been over a year since
you were charged and in jail.
How does it feel to finally be
free?

m It’s definitely a relief to be
free, not just for Natasha and
me, but for all our friends
and families who have been
supporting us for the last one
year ... It’s still overwhelm-
ing to even look at a bustling
street after a year of being
locked in. There are many
still inside, for crimes they
do not even know or never
committed, like our friend
and jailmate Gulfisha incar-
cerated for over a year under
the same charges as us. In
their continued incarcera-
tion, our bail doesn’t feel like
freedom.

Between the Delhi High
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Court granting you bail and
your release, there was
almost a 36-hour gap. What
was going on in your mind at
that time? Your comments
on the delay?

m Those 36 hours were
stressful but we had antici-
pated that if we got bail, se-
curing release would not be
easy. We were glad to learn
that the High Court had
granted us bail, considering
what the UAPA covers can-
not be arbitrary and vague...

The next day we had
heard that the verification
had not been completed and
that the police had filed an
application in the Supreme
Court challenging the order
... Knowing how difficult it is
to get bail for a UAPA under-
trial, we were prepared for a

»

in February and sold it to the
temple Trust for 2.5 crore,
making a profit of 1,250% in
only 79 days.

For speedy construction
He said the funds collected
in the name of Lord Ram
were being “looted” by BJP
leaders in Ayodhya, and
wondered why Mr. Modi has
not spoken out or the top
court hasn’t taken note of it.

The Congress, however,
reiterated that it favoured
the speedy construction of a
Ram temple at Ayodhya to
fulfil the aspirations of mil-
lions of devotees of Lord

Ram. “Lord Ram’s temple is
being constructed as per the
orders of the Supreme
Court. Is it not the responsi-
bility of the Supreme Court
and its judges and the Prime
Minister who formed the
Trust, to find out the truth
and investigate this?” Mr.
Surjewala told reporters
when asked if the party
would move the court.
Earlier, on June 14, the
Congress had demanded a
Supreme Court-monitored
probe into a land “scam”, al-
leging that a plot of land that
was purchased for 32 crore
was sold for X18.5 crore to

the Trust within five mi-
nutes. The party had cited
the land deed registered on
March 18 this year.

Mr. Surjewala said, “Presi-
dent of Ram Mandir Con-
struction Trust, Mahant Nri-
tya Gopal Das, has publicly
stated that he is not being
consulted about the affairs of
the Trust for last one year
nor is any transparency be-
ing followed. Even Shankara-
charya Swami Swaroopa-
nand Saraswati has openly
come out and spoken against
irregularities in affairs of the
Trust. Who is, then, accoun-
table?”

Punjab PCC chief flays move
to give jobs to sons of MLAS

Govt. says their grandfathers were murdered by militants

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Amid the ongoing turmoil in
the Punjab Congress, Pra-
desh Congress Committee
(PCC) chief Sunil Jakhar tar-
geted the Amarinder Singh
Cabinet’s decision to give go-
vernment jobs to the sons of
two sitting Congress legisla-
tors, and demanded that the
decision be scrapped.

Last Friday, the Punjab
government decided to ap-
point Arjun Partap Bajwa
and Bhisham Pandey, both
sons of two Congress law-
makers, Fatehjang Singh Baj-
wa and Rakesh Pandey, as
police inspector and naib
tehsildar, respectively.

The rationale for the Cabi-
net decision was that their
grandfathers had been mur-
dered by militants.

“Chief Minister Captain
Amarinder Singh Ji must re-
verse the ill-advised deci-
sion,” Mr. Jakhar said in a
statement that was released
on Saturday, adding that
charges of nepotism and
political expediency would
be levelled against the party.
“The decision is also, in my
view, against the ethos and
culture of neutrality fol-
lowed by Chief Minister Cap-
tain Amarinder Singh and
the Congress party as a
whole.”

Mr. Jakhar, who is expect-
ed to be changed as part of a
PCC revamp exercise, assert-
ed that key decisions of the
State Cabinet, such as imple-
menting the pay commis-
sion recommendations, reg-

sanh B

Growing rift: Amarinder Singh, right, with Sunil Jakhar during
an election rally in Pathankot in 2019. =pmi

ularisation of safai
karamcharis, and other pro-
employee measures got
overshadowed by the news
of government jobs for the
sons of MLAs.

‘Token of gratitude’

“No question of rescinding
#PunjabCabinet decision on
jobs for sons of 2 @INCPun-
jab MLAs. It is just a small to-
ken of gratitude & compen-
sation for the sacrifices of
their families. It’s shameful
that some people are giving
political colour to this deci-
sion,” the Punjab Chief Mi-
nister said on Twitter on
Saturday.

Notwithstanding the offi-
cial explanation, the deci-
sion regarding the two MLAs
follows a political re-align-
ment between Capt. Singh
and his former critics to take
on Navjot Singh Sidhu, who
is now leading the dissi-
dence against the Chief
Minister.

Mr. Fathehjang is the sit-
ting MLA of Qadian consti-
tuency and the brother of

former PCC chief and Rajya
Sabha member, Partap
Singh Bajwa. Once a bitter
critic of the Chief Minister,
Mr. Bajwa has now joined
hands with Capt. Singh to
take on Mr. Sidhu.

The  Amarinder-Bajwa
duo in Punjab has been
formed to send a clear signal
to the All India Congress
Committee (AICC) that the
high command cannot
“force” any decision regard-
ing the cricketer-turned-pol-
itician. The three-member
AICC panel, set up to resolve
Punjab factionalism, had re-
commended to “suitably ac-
commodate” Mr. Sidhu. Ho-
wever, the high command
has to now deal with the
Amarinder-Bajwa duo be-
fore any compromise can be
worked out.

On June 22, the Punjab
CM is expected to meet the
head of the three-member
AICC panel and Leader of
the Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge,
towards resolving the Pun-
jab crisis.

Chirag to hold roadshow in Bihar  ‘Concernson [T rules
“are highly misplaced

It will be from July 5; Nitish trying to engineer a split in the LJP, he says

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PATNA

Locked in a tussle with his
uncle over the control of the
Lok Janshakti Party (LJP),
Chirag Paswan on Sunday at-
tended a national executive
committee meeting in Delhi
and said he would hold a
roadshow across Bihar from
July 5 on the occasion of his
father and party’s founder
Ram Vilas Paswan’s birth an-
niversary. Mr. Paswan said
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar was trying to engi-
neer a split in the LJP, but
“was not successful”.

“Like every year, the birth
anniversary of the founder
of LJP and my father Ram Vi-
las Paswan will be organised
with fanfare in the country
and on this occasion I will
take out an ‘Aashirwad Yatra’
[journey of blessings] on July
5 from Hajipur which will
pass through all districts of
Bihar in nearly two months
before culminating in Patna
with a call of party’s national

long time in prison. The sud-
denness of the release also
did not allow us the chance
to say goodbye to our fellow
inmates properly...

UAPA charges were slapped
against you and the others.
In the past year, were there
moments of uncertainty and
helplessness?

m Historically, one has seen
how laws like the UAPA have
been used to keep dissenting
voices and people from mar-
ginalised communities inside
for prolonged periods with-
out bail. The process itself
becomes a punishment,
even before a trial takes
place...

There were many mo-
ments of uncertainty and
helplessness, especially gi-
ven the general anxiety and
insecurity caused by the pan-
demic, fearing for the health
of our loved ones who we
could barely access and
could not care for inside and
outside prison. Yet, we were
also always hopeful that

Big plans: Chirag Paswan with supporters after the LJP's
national executive meeting in New Delhi on Sunday. =pi

council meeting. Thereafter,
a mammoth rally will be
held in Patna,” said Mr. Pas-
wan after the national execu-
tive committee meeting of
his group at his residence in
Delhi. Mr. Paswan’s father,
Ram Vilas Paswan, had re-
presented Hajipur nine
times in the Lok Sabha, and
currently, his uncle Pashupa-
ti Kumar Paras is the LJP MP
from there.

“The Bihar Chief Minister
has been trying to generate a
split among Dalit voters’ un-

c) It was deeply

impressed on us how
jail is a microcosm of
the power dynamics
that operate in
society as a whole

sooner or later justice will
prevail through the judicial
system and through the ris-
ing voices of protest...

What was your
experience like inside
Tihar and how has it
impacted you?

m Jail is systematically made
into a dehumanising expe-
rience. Authorities have ab-
solute power over life and
movement and use that pow-
er arbitrarily to deny inmates
basic freedoms. This over

ity for a long time. In this
contest, first he made a divi-
sion among Dalit and Maha-
dalit and the LJP had op-
posed this policy of Mr.
Kumar and him in the last
Assembly election. It was be-
cause of the LJP’s opposition
that the JD(U)’s seats were re-
duced to half in this election.
And after this debacle, Mr.
Kumar had decided to make
a split in the LJP. It was un-
der this plan that he tried to
split our party by promising
ministerial berth to a senior

and above the lack of infras-
tructure inside. It’s maybe
too soon to say exactly how it
has impacted me personally,
but there are so many things
that I saw that I will never be
able to forget.

We witnessed first-hand
how our jails are filled with
the most vulnerable people
in our society, mostly work-
ing-class, Dalit and Muslim
communities. It was also
deeply impressed on us how
jail is but a microcosm of the
power dynamics that oper-
ate in society as a whole,
with people’s vulnerabilities
outside only getting intensi-
fied inside.

Often, lack of support on
the outside and the challeng-
es of navigating an opaque
legal aid system with very
scant resources extend and
intensify the punishment
meted out by the legal sys-
tem ...

There are several scholars
and activists who are still
behind bars with similar
charges. Your comments on

leader of the party. But his
plan was not successful,”
said a release.

“The LJP has never com-
promised out of fear of strug-
gle. If we were to compro-
mise we would have
accepted Nitish Kumar’s off-
er of 15 seats in the last As-
sembly poll and our Minis-
ters would have been there
in the State,” Mr. Paswan
said.

While condemning as
“unconstitutional” the mis-
conduct of expelled party
leader Mr. Pashupati Kumar
Paras to mislead people, the
national executive commit-
tee passed five resolutions.

The committee also urged
the Prime Minister to confer
Bharat Ratna on the late Ram
Vilas Paswan and install his
statue in Bihar in view of his
50 years of active politics
and his contribution to
nation-building.

The committee also op-
posed the use of LJP’s sym-
bol by Mr. Paras.

it and how do you perceive
the government’s action?

m It is a terrible reality that
today people who are, in
fact, speaking up and work-
ing to make our country and
society more just, equal and
free of oppression are being
incarcerated and labelled as
anti-national, especially
those from marginalised
communities or in solidarity.

At the same time, the re-
pression of activists and
scholars are just the tip of a
massive iceberg, where
wrongful incarcerations and
long jail terms for undertrials
have become a rule rather
than an exception.

What next for Devangana
Kalita?

m It’s probably too early to
say but we hope to carry on
the struggle to build an
equal, just and free society ...
I also look forward to spend-
ing some time with my
friends and family...and fin-
ishing my M.Phil.

India sends a ‘brief’ to HRC in Geneva

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The new IT rules of India
were framed after extensive
consultation with stakehol-
ders and are meant to pro-
tect the rights of online us-
ers, India told the Human
Rights Council in Geneva.
The statement came soon
after experts at the U.N. said
the Rules are not in line with
international human rights
principles. India maintains
that the concerns of the ex-
perts are “highly
misplaced”.

“The Rules are designed
to empower ordinary users
of social media. The victims
of abuse on social media
platforms shall have a forum
for redressal of their grie-
vances,” said a special
‘brief’ that the Permanent
Mission of India in Geneva
had sent to the HRC on the
Information Technology (In-
termediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code)
Rules, 2021.

The brief said both the
Houses of Parliament “re-
peatedly” asked the Govern-
ment of India to “streng-
then” the legal framework
to hold online platforms ac-
countable under Indian
laws. Three Special Rappor-
teurs of the U.N. had on June
11 expressed “serious con-
cerns” about the Rules and
said they amount to “infrin-
gement of a wide range of
human rights”.

“On the traceability of the
first originator of the infor-
mation, it may be noted that
the Rules seek only limited
information. Only when a
message already in public
circulation is giving rise to
violence, impinging on the
unity and integrity of India,
depicting a woman in a bad
light, or sexual abuse of a

The victims of
abuse on social
media platforms
shall have a forum
for redressal of
their grievances

PERMANENT MISSION OF INDIA
IN GENEVA

C

child and when no other in-
trusive options are working,
only then the significant so-
cial media intermediary will
be required to disclose as to
who started the message,”
India said in response.

The issue has drawn at-
tention in view of the conti-
nued differences between
the government and social
media platforms such as
Twitter and Facebook. The
differences with online so-
cial media platforms have
added to India’s continued
problems with Internet,
which was shut down re-
peatedly over the last three
years in Kashmir after the
dilution of Article 370 in Au-
gust 2019, and in other parts
of the country, such as As-
sam and Delhi, following
protests against the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act
(CAA).

The G7 statement
However, India last week
signed the “open societies
statement” at the G7 along-
side other guest countries,
such as South Africa and
South Korea. The statement
criticised “rising authoritar-
ianism, disinformation and
politically motivated Inter-
net shutdowns”. Official
sources clarified that the In-
dian concerns were accom-
modated in the statement.
The statement indicated
India’s commitment to
“protect digital civic-space”
and respect for human
rights and international law.
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Manoj Sinha lauds 'J&K
model of vaccination’
SRINAGAR

Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor (L-G)
Manoj Sinha on Sunday
praised the "tireless
contribution of corona
warriors" and frontline
workers in the June episode
of the Awaam ki Awaaz
programme aired on all local
and primary channels of the
All India Radio in the Union
Territory. He said J&K had
achieved great strides in
vaccine coverage. "People are
discussing the 'J&K model of
vaccination' and want to
replicate the same in other
parts of the country,” he said.

Villagers light lamps for
COVID-19 victims
DIBRUGARH (ASSAM)

In a unique prayer ceremony
for the people who have
succumbed to COVID-19,
nearly 4,500 earthen lamps
were lit by residents of two
villages in Assam's Dibrugarh
district. The Sonowal Kachari
community in the Naharkatia
area organised the event with
villagers of Na-Khotiya
Sonowal gaon and Mathawoni
gaon lighting the earthen
lamps on both sides of the
road passing through the two
villages. A total of 774
families in the two villages lit
4,444 lamps on Saturday
night remembering the
people who have lost their
lives battling the COVID-19
infection. p1i

'3.06 cr. vaccine doses
available with States’

NEW DELHI

More than 3.06 crore
COVID-19 vaccine doses are
still available with the States
and Union Territories and over
24.53 lakh doses will be
received by them in the next
three days, the Union Health
Ministry said on Sunday. It
said 29,10,54,050 vaccine
doses had been provided to
States and Union Territories
so far through the Union
government's free of cost
channel and the direct State
procurement category. Of
these, the total consumption,
including wastage, was
26,04,19,412 doses, according
to data available at 8 a.m. on
Sunday, the Ministry said. p1i

U.P. reports 251 new
COVID-19 cases

LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh reported 251
new COVID-19 cases and 46
fatalities on Sunday, taking
the State's infection tally to
17,04,358 and its death toll to
22,178. Eleven of the fresh
deaths were reported from
Allahabad and 10 from
Lucknow, the U.P.
government said in a
statement. Among the new
cases, 25 were reported from
Lucknow, followed by 11 each
in Varanasi, Rae Bareli and
Bareilly, and 10 each in
Meerut, Gautam Buddh
Nagar, Shahjahanpur and
Pratapgarh. A total of 561
more COVID-19 patients have
recovered from the disease in
the State, taking their
number to 16,77,611 so far. p1i

Public deserves to know toll: HC

Bihar govt.s reluctance to publish number of deaths is uncalled for, says Bench

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PATNA

The Patna High Court has
pulled up the Bihar govern-
ment again for not maintain-
ing its records of births and
deaths during the COVID-19
pandemic, adding that the
State’s reluctance to publish
the number of deaths was
“uncalled for” and was “not
protected by any law”.

A Division Bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Sanjay Karol
and Justice Sanjay Kumar
said, “To cover with a veil of
secrecy the common routine
business is not in the interest
of the public. Such secrecy
can seldom be legitimately
desired.”

“In our considered view,
the resistance [to publish re-
cords of deaths and births] is
uncalled for, as such action
is neither protected by any
law nor in consonance with
settled principles of good go-
vernance. The government,
while correcting its myopic
approach, only needs a re-
minder that to cover with a
veil of secrecy the common
routine business is not in the
interest of the public,” the
court said on Friday while
hearing a suo motu public in-
terest litigation (PIL) petition
on COVID-19 management.

Information is key: Health workers at a COVID-19 vaccination

4 CH DY)

centre in Patna, Bihar, earlier this month. =p1i

The Bench has been pass-
ing strictures on the State go-
vernment’s dismal manage-
ment of the pandemic for
the last several days.

‘Transparency in govt.’
“Transparency is the hall-
mark of good governance,
more so in today’s era, espe-
cially when the government,
both Central and the State,
are committed to making a
success the flagship ‘Digital
India’ programme and the
‘National Data Sharing and
Accessibility Policy, 2012,
the court observed further.
“We see no reason as to
why such information of
deaths, COVID-19 and non-
COVID-19, is not regularly

Health infrastructure has
increased 45-fold: Centre

“Total vaccine coverage 27.23 cr. doses’

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Centre told the Su-
preme Court that the na-
tion’s health infrastructure
has increased up to 45-fold
to brace successive waves of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Centre also told the
court that the total cumula-
tive vaccine coverage was
27.23 crore doses as on June
19. The total cost, including
payment, advance and op-
erational cost, had been
%9,504.315 crore. The
Centre shared the informa-
tion with the court even as
apprehensions have been
raised about a third wave
hitting the country soon.

A detailed affidavit filed
by the Centre, represented
by Solicitor-General Tushar
Mehta and Additional Solici-
tor-General Aishwarya Bha-
ti, in the Supreme Court
showed that the total inten-
sive care unit (ICU) beds had
increased by 45-fold, from a
baseline 2,500 to 1,13,035.

The total isolation beds
(excluding ICU beds) had
climbed 42-fold, from
41,000 to 17.17 lakh. The
number of category one CO-
VID-19 dedicated hospitals
had increased 25-fold from
163 to 4,096, while the num-
ber of category two dedicat-
ed COVID-19 health centres
and category three dedicat-
ed COVID-19 care centres
were 7,929 and 9,954 res-

The total ICU beds increased
45-fold, from a baseline
2,5001t01,13,035.

pectively. Oxygen-support-
ed beds had multiplied 7.5-
fold, from 50,583 to 3.81
lakh. Even isolation railway
coaches grew from zero to
5,601.

The government said ov-
er 1.5 lakh health personnel
had been engaged — 7,024
medical officers, 3,680 spe-
cialists, 35,996 staff nurses,
18,649 MHWS, 1,01,155 com-
munity volunteers, Accre-
dited Social Health Activists
(ASHA) and ASHA facilita-
tors, and 48,453 other sup-
port staffs.

The affidavit said insu-
rance coverage was given to
22.12 lakhs heath workers,
including ASHAs fighting
COVID-19. Testing capacity
had been increased with
2,621 labs. The government
called its increase in testing
capacity  “phenomenal”,
from 30,000 tests a day in
April 2020 to a high of 22
lakh tests daily.

uploaded and made known
to the general public,” it
added.

The court also asked the
elected representatives in
the State to elicit the number
of deaths in their respective
constituencies within 24
hours. “Elected representa-
tives, upon whom an obliga-
tion has been placed, are du-
ty-bound to disclose the
number of deaths that oc-
curred in their constituen-
cies within 24 hours,” the
High Court said while direct-
ing the State government to
complete the process of up-
dating deaths and births
within the next two months.

“The Registration of
Births and Deaths Act, 1969,

India records 51,388 new |
cases, 1,385 more deaths

and also the Right to Infor-
mation Act, 2005, give rights
to a person, in almost un-
equivocal terms, of their ac-
cess to information and, the-
refore, digital portals should
be made accessible to the
general public with regular
and timely updates,” the
court observed.

Recently, Bihar had hit the
headlines for undercounting
the number of deaths related
to COVID-19. In a single day,
the death toll had jumped by
a whopping 72% and had
caused a spike in the number
of deaths in the country as
well.

Earlier, the contradictory
death toll from Buxar district
by two top officials in the
court had also been high-
lighted in the media. As ma-
ny as 81 bodies were recently
found floating in the Ganga
in Buxar.

Meanwhile, a media re-
port said close to 75,000 per-
sons had died in Bihar of un-
explained causes in the first
five months of 2021.

Bihar, so far, has regis-
tered 9,543 deaths due to
COVID-19, while the number
of active cases is 3,395. Cur-
rently, there are 7,19,400
positive cases and the recov-
ery rate is 98.20%.

Death due to COV

-19 must

be certified as such: Centre

‘Lapse in stating cause of death will have consequences’

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

Any lapse in stating CO-
VID-19 as the cause of de-
mise in a death certificate
will have penal consequenc-
es for those found responsi-
ble, including the certifying
doctor, the Centre has said
in the Supreme Court.

“It is mandated that any
death resulting from CO-
VID-19 shall have to be so
certified, i.e., as COVID
death, failing which, eve-
ryone responsible, including
the certifying doctor, shall
be responsible for penal
consequences,” the Centre
said in its affidavit on
Sunday.

The Centre further clari-
fied that deaths with a diag-
nosis of COVID-19, irrespec-
tive of co-morbidities, had to
be certified as COVID-19
deaths. The only exception
to the rule was when there
was a clear alternative cause
of death, for example, acci-
dental trauma or poisoning.

The Supreme Court re-
cently told the Centre that
death certificates of those
who died of COVID-19 often
did not reveal that fact. “The

Over 43 lakh people vaccinated in the previous 24 hours

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

India recorded 51,388 new
COVID-19 cases and 1,385
new deaths till 9.30 p.m. on
Sunday. The country has so
far reported a total of
2,99,32,793 cases and
3,88,126 deaths.

Kerala reported 11,647
new infections, followed by
Maharashtra (9,361) and Ta-
mil Nadu (7,817). Maharash-
tra recorded 605 new fatali-
ties, followed by Tamil Nadu
(182) and Karnataka (120).
Maharashtra’s fatalities in-
clude backlog deaths which
were missed in the previous
reports.

The figures do not include
cases and deaths from Pun-
jab, Arunachal Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Tripura, Andaman & Nico-
bar Islands, and Ladakh.
The data are sourced from
the respective States’ health
bulletins.

Samples tested

Around 18.11 lakh samples
were tested in the country
on Saturday (the results for
which were made available
on Sunday).

About 43.04 lakh vaccine
doses were administered in
the country in the 24 hours
ending 7 a.m. on Sunday,
which is 10.04 lakh doses

Casualty count

Maharashtra continues to record the highest seven-day
average of daily COVID-19 deaths in the country

Maharashtra
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on June 19
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more than what was record-
ed in the previous 24 hours.
It is also 8.02 lakh doses
more than what was record-
ed during the corresponding
period a week ago. The se-
ven-day rolling average of
daily vaccinations in the
country continues to in-
crease. It stood at 32.22 lakh
on June 19, which is more
than the 30.3 lakh recorded
a week before (June 13).
About 24.1% of adults in
India, 44.1% of those aged
above 45, and 47.4% of peo-
ple aged above 60, have
been administered with at
least one dose of a COVID-19
vaccine, until 8 p.m. on Sun-
day. While 16.6% of the

country’s population has re-
ceived at least one dose, on-
ly 3.7% are fully vaccinated.
The figures are based on the
estimated population in
2021.

The seven-day rolling av-
erage of daily recorded fatal-
ities in the country stood at
2,333 on June 19.

Maharashtra registered
the highest average daily
deaths (1,289) in the country
followed by Tamil Nadu
(248), Karnataka (139), and
Kerala (139).

It is also significantly high-
er than the average daily
doses recorded a month be-
fore (May 19), which stood at
13.63 lakh.
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Last rites: A family member watching the cremation of a
COVID-19 victim in Guwahati, Assam, earlier this year. =pi

death certificates of persons
who die from COVID-19 in
hospitals show the reason as
lung or heart problem or so-
mething else,” Justice M.R.
Shah had told Solicitor-Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta, for the
Centre, recently.

“All deaths with a diagno-
sis of COVID-19, irrespective
of co-morbidities, are to be
classified as deaths due to
COVID-19,” the Centre
clarified.

It said “death certifica-
tion” was required for re-
cording deaths in accor-
dance with the regulations
prescribed by the Registrar-
General of India. “The prim-

ary goal of certification of
cause of death [death certifi-
cate] is to identify and cor-
rectly classify all deaths due
to a medical condition [eg.
COVID-19] and to eliminate
any discrepancy in coding so
as to obtain true estimates of
burden of COVID-19 deaths,”
the Centre explained.

“Any breach of the guide-
lines for recording COVID-19
deaths would be a criminal
offence as stipulated under
Section 188 of the Indian Pe-
nal Code,” it added. This
provision punishes disobe-
dience to an order duly pro-
mulgated by a public
servant.

Scale up public health,
social measures: WHO

‘Accelerate vaccination for COVID-19’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) has advised
countries in the South-East
Asia region to scale up and
rigorously implement pu-
blic health and social mea-
sures, along with efforts to
accelerate vaccination for
COVID-19, to prevent anoth-
er surge, as more countries
confirmed prevalence of
highly transmissible var-
iants of concern.

“We need to continuously
strengthen our efforts to
test, trace and isolate. Socie-
tal interventions such as
physical distancing, hand
hygiene and proper wearing
of masks need to be strin-
gently implemented. These
measures should be in full
force and for longer periods
in areas reporting more
transmissible Variants of
Concerns,” said Poonam
Khetrapal Singh, Regional
Director, WHO South-East
Asia. The release added that
the public health and social
measures were part of a
wide range of non-pharma-
ceutical interventions, both
individual and societal, and
were cost-effective mea-
sures to reduce the spread
of SARS-CoV-2.

In addition to personal
protective measures, clean-
ing, disinfection, ventila-
tion, surveillance, contact
tracing, isolation and qua-

We need to strengthen our
efforts to test, trace and
isolate, the WHO said.

rantine are recommended.

Even as countries scale
up vaccination against CO-
VID-19, they need to imple-
ment public health and so-
cial measures in a tailored
and agile way, Dr. Singh
said. A risk-based approach
is needed for public health
and social measures. These
measures should be imple-
mented by the lowest admi-
nistrative level and continu-
ously adjusted to the
intensity of transmission
and the capacity of health
systems. The capacity of
health systems includes
both clinical care for CO-
VID-19 and non-COVID-19,
and public health services
such as case detection, diag-
nostic testing and contact
tracing.

“Where more transmissi-
ble Variants of Concern are
spreading, these measures
need to be applied more
stringently,” she added.
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Andal’s sister-in-law

Vasudeva takes Krishna to Gokula while everyone is asleep.
He picks up the girl born to Yasoda, leaves Krishna beside
Yasoda, and departs for Mathura. When Vasudeva had to
take Krishna to Gokula, the chains binding him had fallen
off. When he returned to the prison, the chains automatical-
ly bound him again. There is a symbolic message here, said
V.S. Karunakarachariar in a discourse. When the Lord is
with us, the bonds of samsara can be broken easily. When
He is not with us, we remain bound by worldly ties. As soon
as Vasudeva gets back, the sleeping guards wake up; the ba-
by cries, and Kamsa is informed about the birth of the child.
Devaki begs Kamsa not to harm the child, for it is not a male
child as had been predicted. But Kamsa picks up the child by
its legs, ready to smash its head. The child escapes from his
hands, goes up, and says, “I can kill you easily, but I never
kill anyone who has held my feet. So I am sparing your life.
The One who will kill you is safe. Stop torturing gentle peo-

ple like Vasudeva and Devaki.”

The child up in the sky transforms into eight-armed Dur-
ga, seated on a lion. Because Durga, who is the Lord’s Yoga
maya, protected Him when He took the Krishna avatara,
there is a separate shrine for Her in the Thirukkovilur tem-
ple. Thirumangai Azhvar, while singing of this temple, prais-
es this Durga too. Because Durga was born to Yasoda, Krish-
na’s foster mother, she was Krishna’s sister. Andal speaks of
her as her sister-in-law! Because Yoga Maya went up to the
sky (antariksha), Andal refers to her as antari. It is the tradi-
tion for the groom’s sister to help the bride drape the wed-
ding saree. Andal dreams of her marriage to Krishna, and
she says that in that dream, she saw antari (Durga) help her

wear the wedding saree!

»
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Taliban say committed to Afghan
peace talks, want ‘Islamic system

Its co-founder assures that the rights of women, minorities would be protected

REUTERS
KABUL

The Taliban said on Sunday
they were committed to
peace talks, adding they
wanted a “genuine Islamic
system” in Afghanistan that
would make provisions for
women’s rights in line with
cultural traditions and reli-
gious rules.

The statement came amid
slow progress in the talks
between the Islamic group
and Afghan government re-
presentatives in Qatar and as
violence rises dramatically
around the country ahead of
the withdrawal of foreign
forces by September 11.

Officials have said the Tali-
ban has not yet submitted a
written peace proposal that
could be used as a starting
point for substantive talks.

“We understand that the

Intense fighting: A ‘Sangorians' militiaman firing at Taliban
insurgents in Mukhtar, in this file photo. =arp

world and Afghans have qu-
eries and questions about
the form of the system to be
established following with-
drawal of foreign troops,”
said the Taliban co-founder
Mullah Abdul Ghani Bara-
dar., in the statement.

“A genuine Islamic system
is the best means for solu-
tion of all issues of the Af-

ghans,” he said. “Our very
participation in the negotia-
tions and support on our
part indicates that we be-
lieve in resolving issues
through understanding.”

He said that women and
minorities would be protect-
ed and diplomats and NGO
staff would be able to work
securely. “We take it on our-

Ghani to visit U.S. on
Friday, says White House
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Joe Biden will
meet Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani and Abdullah Abdullah,
chairman of Afghanistan’s High
Council for National
Reconciliation, on June 25, the
White House said on Sunday.
The meeting comes as fighting
between Afghan forces and
militants has surged. reuters

selves as a commitment to
accommodate all rights of ci-
tizens of our country, wheth-
er they are male or female,
in the light of the rules of the
glorious religion of Islam and
the noble traditions of the
Afghan society,” he said, ad-
ding that ‘facilities would be
provided’” for women to
work and be educated.

China vaccinations cross 1 billion

More than 500 million doses administered in less than a month: NHC's figures

ANANTH KRISHNAN

China has now administered
more than one billion doses
of COVID-19 vaccines, its Na-
tional Health Commission
(NHC) said on Sunday, with
the vaccination campaign
stepped up in recent weeks
amid a small cluster of cases
reported in southern China.

The renewed vaccination
push saw 500 million doses
administered in the past 28
days — more than 17 million
doses across the country ev-
ery day — according to the
NHC’s figures. It took more
than three months for China
to administer its first 100
million doses with its vacci-
nation campaign beginning
in December. It took 25 days
to reach 200 million, a land-
mark reached on April 21,
and 17 days to then reach the
300 million mark.

The initial slow speed was
attributed to a combination
of vaccine hesitancy and the

A file photo of a student
receiving a vaccine shotat a

university in Wuhan. =arp

widespread perception that
vaccinations were not need-
ed as COVID-19 had been
broadly under control in
China since last summer.
China has avoided a se-
cond wave with continuing
tight curbs on international
travel that have remained in
place since last year, among
few countries to keep in
place stringent measures
that severely limit the num-
ber of international arrivals,
all of whom also have to un-
dergo mandatory 21 days
centralised quarantine.

Sri Lanka to probe Army attack and humiliation” of Muslims

Investigation ordered after image of
people forced to kneel goes viral

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO

A widely-shared image on so-
cial media, showing a row of
men kneeling in front of sol-
diers for reportedly violating
the Sri Lanka’s current lock-
down, has prompted the ar-
my to probe the incident.
Issuing a media statement
on Sunday, the Army said “it
immediately removed” the
personnel from their duties,
“after an alleged improper
conduct of a few army per-
sonnel” in Eravur, a Muslim-
majority town in Batticaloa
district. Initial investigation
has begun, the Army said,
pledging “strictest action”.

ELSEWHERE

Ex-U.K. Speaker Bercow
defects to Labour

LONDON

The colourful former Speaker
of Britain's House of
Commons John Bercow said
he has left the Conservatives
to join the opposition Labour
Party, saying the country is
“sick of lies" under Prime
Minister Boris Johnson. In an
interview with the Observer
newspaper, the former MP
said the Conservative Party
under Mr. Johnson was
“reactionary, populist,
nationalistic and sometimes
even xenophobic"”. Mr.
Bercow said he joined the
Labour Party a few weeks
ago because he shared its
values. arp

U.S. marks slavery's end
on ‘Juneteenth’ holiday
NEW YORK

With marches, music and
speeches, Americans on
Saturday celebrated
“Juneteenth,” the newly
declared national holiday that
marks the end of slavery and
which comes a year after
George Floyd's murder
sparked anti-racism protests.
Hundreds of events were held
across the country. On June
19, 1865, it was in Texas
coastal area that the Union
army — victorious after the
Civil War — announced to
African Americans that, even
if some in Texas were trying
to ignore it, enslaved people
were now free. arp

Five dead in Belgium
school collapse

BRUSSELS

Five building workers were
confirmed dead on Saturday,
a day after a school
construction site partially
collapsed in the Belgian city
of Antwerp. The last two
bodies were pulled out the
rubble on Saturday
afternoon, Antwerp's fire
department said, meaning
that all the missing victims
were now accounted for. King
Philippe of Belgium visited
the scene on Saturday
accompanied by Belgian
Prime Minister Alexander De
Croo. arp

CcM
K

The Sri Lankan Army,
along with health profession-
als, helms the country’s pan-
demic response, although
government critics have
slammed military involve-
ment in addressing a public
health crisis. Army Com-
mander General Shavendra
Silva heads the ‘National Op-
eration Centre for Preven-
tion of COVID-19 Outbreak’.

The incident on Saturday
— which came to light after
the photograph of kneeling
men went viral online — has
heightened fears in Eravur,
locals said. It also comes at a
time when there is growing
domestic and international —

Out of the blue: Muslim residents kneeling on the streets as a
‘punishment’ for flouting lockdown rules. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

including UN — concern over
“targeted attacks” on Sri
Lanka’s Muslims, who con-
stitute about 10% of the
country’s nearly 22 million
population.
Forty-four-year-old daily
wage earner Mohammed Is-

mail Marzook of Eravur was
already going through a
rough patch with his income
shrinking during the pan-
demic, whose third wave the
country is experiencing. The
last thing he expected was to
be “beaten and humiliated”.

Saudi Arabia seeks religious
reset as clerical power wanes

Kingdom had ordered restrictions on mosque loudspeakers

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
RIYADH

Muezzins issuing high-deci-
bel calls to prayer have long
been part of Saudi identity,
but a crackdown on mosque
loudspeakers is among con-
tentious reforms seeking to
shake off the Muslim king-
dom’s austere image.

Saudi Arabia, home to the
holiest Muslim sites, has
long been associated with a
rigid strain of Islam known
as Wahhabism that inspired
generations of global extre-
mists and left the oil-rich
kingdom steeped in
conservatism.

But the role of religion
faces the biggest reset in
modern times as Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man, spurred by the need to
diversify the oil-reliant eco-
nomy, pursues a liberalisa-
tion drive in parallel with a
vigorous crackdown on
dissent.

Mohammed bin Salman

Chipping away at a key
pillar of its Islamic identity,
the government last month
ordered that mosque loud-
speakers limit their volume
to one-third of their maxi-
mum capacity and not
broadcast full sermons, cit-
ing concerns over noise
pollution.

The move triggered an
online backlash with the
hashtag “We demand the re-
turn of mosque speakers”
gaining traction.

It also sparked calls to ban

Ethiopia’s poll board says
ready for election today
No ballot is scheduled for Tigray

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
ADDIS ABABA

Twice delayed, hobbled by
the pandemic, violent inse-
curity, and planning chaos,
Ethiopia’s electoral board
said it was ready for Mon-
day’s crucial vote and as-
sured it will be credible.

“We’re actually very con-
fident about it,” the National
Election Board of Ethiopia
(NEBE) spokeswoman So-
lyana Shimeles said.

It is not optimism shared
by all, with serious doubts
remaining over the vote
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed
promised would be the
most competitive yet in the
country.

Voting will not proceed
on June 21 in about one-fifth

»

of the country’s 547 consti-
tuencies due to unrest and
logistical problems.

Those constituencies will
mostly vote in September,
but no ballot is scheduled in
Tigray, a war-torn region of
six million.

In some areas where vot-
ing will proceed, opposition
boycotts have further un-
dermined claims of inclusiv-
ity and competition.

The majority of national
parliamentary seats up for
grabs in Mr. Abiy’s native
Oromia — the country’s
most populous region — are
being contested by a single
candidate, election data
shows. Three of Ethiopia’s
49 registered parties are not
contesting the poll.

loud music in restaurants,
once taboo in the kingdom
but now common amid lib-
eralisation efforts, and to fill
mosques in such large num-
bers that authorities are
forced to permit loudspeak-
ers for those gathering
outside.

But authorities are unlike-
ly to budge, as economic re-
forms for a post-oil era take
precedence over religion,
observers say. “The country
is re-establishing its founda-
tions,” Aziz Alghashian, a
politics lecturer at the Un-
iversity of Essex,said.

“It’s becoming an eco-
nomically driven country
that is investing substantial
effort in trying to appear
more appealing — or less in-
timidating — to investors and
tourists. ”In what was once
unthinkable, some shops
and restaurants now remain
open during the five daily
Muslim prayers.

Russian envoy
returns to
Washington

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MOSCOW

The Russian Ambassador
in Washington flew back
on Sunday to the U.S., say-
ing he hoped to build
“equal and pragmatic” ties
after a U.S.-Russia Summit
in Geneva aimed at reduc-
ing tensions.

The plane transporting
Ambassador Anatoly Anto-
nov, who was recalled in
March for consultations,
took off at 0620 GMT from
Moscow, Russian news
agencies reported. “Given
the results of the meeting
between the two Presi-
dents, I am counting on
constructive work with my
American colleagues to
build equal and pragmatic
relations,” he said.

“I just went on my bicycle
to buy my diabetes medi-
cines at our local pharmacy,
and a little bit of rice nearby.
I even showed the empty box
of my pills, but the soldiers
forced me to kneel down
right there along with some
others, with my hands
raised,” he told The Hindu. “1
explained to them in Sinhala
that I am a patient, and that I
stepped out only to buy med-
icines, which is allowed. But
they wouldn’t listen, and
kept beating me, like they
would beat a cattle,” he said.

‘One country, two laws’

Batticaloa MP Shanakiyan
Rasamanickam, who put out
a tweet juxtaposing a photo-
graph of a vehicle pile-up on
a Colombo road during the

lockdown, and the photo-
graph from Eravur, said the
incident showed yet again
that it is “one country two
laws for this government.”

Responding to the Army’s
statement that they would
probe the incident, the legis-
lator told The Hindu that the
Army was “forced to ack-
nowledge” the incident and
investigate it, since the image
had gone viral on social me-
dia. “If they can investigate
this matter now, why can’t
they do the same in regard to
the Tamils’ long-pending
concerns about alleged
crimes against humanity by
the army at the end of the
war? Do they mean to say not
even one army member
could have committed any
wrong?” he asked.

Stringent lockdowns and
mass testing and tracing
have been deployed to
quickly squash subsequent
local outbreaks that have
been linked to overseas ar-
rivals or port cities, as has
happened in recent weeks in
southern Guangdong pro-
vince which reported cases
of the Delta variant.

The Guangdong cases,
coupled with cases also re-
ported in the northeast,
have pushed many to get
vaccinated, with State media
showing long queues of resi-
dents lining up, some wait-
ing overnight in Guangdong
to receive their shots.

Around 40% of the popu-
lation will be fully vaccinated
by the end of June, with 70%
expected to be fully covered
by the end of the year, auth-
orities have said.

China’s Sinopharm and Si-
novac vaccines have been
approved by the World
Health Organisation for

emergency use. While there
have been questions about
the efficacy of the vaccines, a
May 26 study based on phase
3 trials of two of Sino-
pharm’s vaccines conducted
in the UAE and Bahrain
placed their efficacy at 72.8%
and 78.1%, respectively, in
preventing all infections,
lower than mRNA vaccines
but similar to the Oxford/As-
traZeneca vaccine’s report-
ed efficacy. Most significant-
ly, the trial found the
vaccines to be fully effective
in preventing severe infec-
tions with the trial reporting
Zero severe cases among the
vaccinated group.

A Beijing-based immunol-
ogist told the Communist
Party-run Global Times on
Sunday the next step, after
vaccinating most of the pop-
ulation, would be “to im-
prove the vaccines so that
they can handle virus muta-
tions as well as make them
safe for the elderly.”

[ran, world powers
~adjourn nuclear talks

Don't negotiate with Tehran: Israel PM

REUTERS
VIENNA

Iran and six world powers
have adjourned nuclear
talks for consultations in
their capitals, the European
Union’s envoy to the nego-
tiations said on Sunday.

Speaking to reporters,
Enrique Mora gave no indi-
cation when the talks would
resume, but said progress
had been made and that the
participants would have a
clearer idea of how to close
a deal when they return.

He added that he expect-
ed the international nuclear
watchdog and Tehran to
reach an agreement on ex-

tending a monitoring deal of
Iran’s nuclear activities that
ends on June 24.

U.S. National Security Ad-
viser Jake Sullivan said there
are still disagreements bet-
ween Iran and the world
powers on key issues, in-
cluding on sanctions and on
the nuclear commitments
that Iran has to make.”

Earlier, Israel PM Naftali
Bennett condemned the vic-
tory of hardline judge Ebra-
him Raisi as Iranian Presi-
dent, saying his would be a
“regime of brutal hangmen”
with which world powers
should not negotiate a new
nuclear deal.
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K. NITYA KALYANI

Q. Please tell me about the best health
insurance policy for a family of 4 witha
monthly income of ¥35,000?

MUHAMMAD ASIF RAO

A. You haven't said how old your family
members are, so let us go by the assumption
of a couple in the late 30s and two children
in the 10 to 12 years' range. A basic
hospitalisation policy with a family floater
sum insured of at least ¥5 lakh would be
good to begin with. This would cost between
¥10,000 and ¥12,000 a year.

The premium amount could make one
hesitate, but a floater sum insured is
cost-effective and the coverage is
value-for-money as you are protected
against harsh hospital expenses.

Having said that, if you have the option of
an employer medical insurance scheme that
should be your first option. You can cover
your spouse and children and, depending on
the scheme, your parents as well.

As to what cover to choose, check a policy
called Arogya Sanjeevani. It is a standardised
policy that each general insurance company
or health insurance company ought to offer.
Every insurer's Arogya Sanjeevani policy will
have the exact same policy benefits but with
different premium rates. You can do an
Internet search and see what this policy
premium works out to for your family and
choose the best option.

Q. I have been married for three years. My
wife is pursuing her Ph.D. and doesn't have
any regular income. | am looking for a life
insurance plan for her as | already have a
term policy in my name. No insurer would
provide any term plan as she did not have
regular income. Please advise.

SANTHOSH GEORGE

A. Life insurance is an income protection for
the dependents of the life assured. From that
point of view, insurance companies base the
amount of insurance they will offer on the
earning capacity of the prospective life
assured. An income is also the basis of
verifying whether the prospect can afford
regular premium payment to keep the policy
alive. These would be the reasons why you
have found it difficult to get your wife a term
insurance policy.

This is not to say that it is not possible for
her to buy life insurance. Please talk more in
detail with the company that gave you your
term insurance policy and set out the details
of your family finances and future career
prospects after she finishes her doctoral
studies. Past employment history, if any,
would also help establish her prospects in
the employment market. Investments,
earnings from investment and property
belonging to your wife will give them
comfort on premium paying capacity.

One way to make a breakthrough may be
to try to buy a small policy. You can always
add further sum assured by way of additional
policies later.

Q. I had taken an annuity policy with a
premium-paying period of 10 years. |
discontinued premium payment in early
2020, having paid 10 lakh in two years.

As per the policy terms and conditions the
policyholder may surrender his policy after a
period of five years from the commencement
of the policy and the fund value under the
base policy (including top-ups) less
applicable discontinuance charges, if any,
will be paid to the policyholder according to
the following options:

1. To commute to the extent allowed under
Income Tax Act (O to 33.33%) and the
balance must be applied to purchase
immediate annuity from the same insurer
which shall be guaranteed for life, at the
prevailing annuity rate or

2. To utilise the surrender value either to
purchase a single premium deferred pension
product of the same type from the company,
if any. I request you to explain how to assess
these options are worked out.

C. SATISH

A. Any annuity plan requires you to use the
bulk of the fund value/ maturity value on the
vesting date or on surrender to buy an
annuity policy from the same life insurance
company. You have the option of taking up to
33.33% of the fund value as a commutation
and this will be tax-free. The remainder of

Building the right
emergency

AARATI KRISHNAN

One of the first pieces of finan-
cial advice given to young folks
starting their career is that
they should build an emergen-
cy fund. That’s good advice, gi-
ven that emergencies can de-
liver big setbacks to one’s
finances, if one is forced to
turn to credit card debt or per-
sonal loans.

But how large should that
emergency fund be and where
should it be invested? Recent
experience of real-life emer-
gencies suggests that this is
where generic advice tends to
trip up.

Needed, a buffer
It is common practice to link
the size of one’s emergency
fund to one’s living expenses.
So, if your family’s expenses on
basics such as house rent, loan
EMIs, groceries, food, health,
school fees and so on work out
to say, ¥40,000 a month, you
are advised to hold an emer-
gency fund equal to say, 6 to 9
month’s equivalent (2.4 lakh
to 3.6 lakh).

The reasoning behind peg-
ging the size of your emergen-
cy fund to monthly living ex-
penses is that it should help
your family tide over periods
of income loss. If there’s a tem-
porary interruption in your
earning capacity due to quit-
ting a job, getting fired or suf-
fering an illness or accident,

the emergency fund should
take over during this period.
While this is logical, job loss-
es or accidents are not the only
events that can require large
out-of-pocket spending and
force you into debt. In recent
times, families where multiple
members were affected by CO-
VID-19 incurred medical ex-
penses running into lakhs of
rupees that either completely
eroded savings or led to high
debt. During the Kerala and
c While one is advised
to hold an emergency
fund equal to say, 6 t0 9
months’ equivalent of
expenses, a buffer of 1-32
lakh is also required to meet
insurance exclusions

Chennai floods, folks had to va-
cate their homes at short not-
ice and were forced to replace
most or all of their household
appliances damaged by floods,
at one go. Emergency funds
amounting to 6 or 9 months’
living expenses are clearly not

built to handle such
exigencies.
This is where insurance

comes in, fetching you relative-
ly high cover against a modest
premium payment. While
most young folks know that
adequate health insurance co-
vering dependents is essential,
fewer know about household
insurance and personal acci-
dent covers, both of which

When inflation threatens

Commodity or financial services stocks,
and realty may offer better returns

VENKATESH BANGARUSWAMY

Even as COVID-19 continues to
be a cause for concern, many
fear a rise in inflation because
of supply-side constraints ow-
ing to lockdowns in various
parts of the country. In this arti-
cle, we discuss whether you
can moderate the effects of in-
flation on your personal
finance.

Inflation risk

Inflation has a direct impact on
your living expenses because
you have to spend more to
maintain your current standard
of living. It is moot if your in-
come would increase given the
current state of the economy.
Even if your income does in-
crease, it is unlikely to keep
pace with inflation. Now, in-
creased spending without cor-
responding increase in income
would mean lower savings to
meet life goals.

Then, there is the secondary
effect on your life goals. You
may be investing to accumulate
money to buy a house, fund
your child’s college education
or save for your retirement. All
these goals are exposed to infla-
tion risk.

The house you want to buy
may be worth 2 crore today.
Assuming a housing inflation of
10% per annum over the next
five years, the house, five years
hence, would cost ¥3.22 crore.
Let us suppose you plan to save
%64 lakh (20% of ¥3.22 crore)
over the next five years for
down payment and intend to
borrow the rest from the bank.

In addition to the possibility
that your investment may not
earn the required return, your
risk is that actual housing infla-
tion could be greater than 10%.
So, even if you accumulate 364
lakh in five years, you may fall
short of offering the 20% down
payment as housing would now

come at nominal premiums.

Insurance isn’t enough
Health and property insurance
are essential components of
preparing for emergencies.
However, they do not do away
with the need for an emergen-
cy fund. In natural calamities,
accidents or medical emergen-
cies, you need to prepare for
the possibility that the event
that put you through the wrin-
ger may be excluded from your
insurance plan.

Most insurance contracts
come with truckloads of fine
print that include some kinds
of emergencies, and leave out
others. During COVID-19, many
folks filing cashless hospital
claims have found to their cha-
grin that they had to fork out
large out-of-pocket expenses,
because 40-50% of their hospi-
tal bills were disallowed by
their insurer. Quite a few hospi-
tals demanded upfront cash
deposits to allot beds, over-
charged on consumables
such as PPE kits or billed
more than government-
approved rates for
treatment that led to
such partial
reimbursement.

To guard against
such exclusions, it
would be best to
build a buffer
of say 31-2
lakh into

be costlier. Inflation risk affects
everyone whether you are a
working executive or a retiree.

Inflation-based products
The best way to moderate infla-
tion risk is to invest in inflation-
based products.

Some products provide re-
turns to protect your purchas-
ing power.

For instance, in U.S., there
are Treasury Inflation Protec-
tion Securities (TIPS). Similar

fund

emergency fund, over and
above your 6-9 months’ living
expenses.

Cash component
Thanks to the rise of net bank-
ing and digital wallets, most of
us can get by with very little
hard cash in normal times. But
in extraordinary times, curren-
cy often turns out to be the
king. During the Chennai
floods, most ATMs could not be
operated as the machines
simply didn’t receive cash re-
fills. During COVID-19 times,
we hear of hospitals demand-
ing cash advances for quick ad-
mission and off-the-book pur-
chases of hard-to-get
medication.

An emergency fund lying in
a bank FD or mutual fund may
not meet all your needs in such
cases. Though it is a sub-opti-

retail products are yet to be
available in India.

Other inflation-based pro-
ducts generate positive returns
when inflation rises. Managed
futures in the U.S., for instance.
In the absence of such products
in India, you have to directly
trade in commodity futures
such as crude, copper and zinc,
which many already do. What if
you are uncomfortable with
trading in commodity
derivatives?

Riding the trough: The best way to moderate inflation risk is to
invest in inflation-based products. =ceTTv IMAGES/IsTOCK

mal choice from the point of
view of safety and returns, it
may best for you to hold some
hard currency at home to tide
over such situations. About a
month’s  living  expenses
should suffice.

Safety, not returns

Savings accounts, bank fixed
deposits and liquid debt funds
are the usual avenues that ad-
visers recommend for invest-
ing your emergency money.
But when making these selec-
tions, avoid the temptation to

shoot for high returns.
Co-operative banks, small fi-
nance banks, new banks or
banks with slightly shaky finan-
cials may offer higher interest
rates on savings accounts and
FDs to woo depositors. But,
should they land in trouble,
RBI can impose sudden mora-
toriums on withdrawals
when you urgently need
the money. The recent
cases of PMC Bank and
Yes Bank which saw

withdrawals

capped by
RBI morato-
riums are ex-
amples.  For
your emergen-
cy money, it is
best to stick
to  sys-

L
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your filnances

A less-preferred alternative
is to trade in momentum
stocks. Momentum stocks are
those that have been rising for a
while and are expected to con-
tinue their uptrend. Such
stocks produce positive returns
but have the tendency to de-
cline sharply when the market
turns.

The argument is that you can
capture handsome returns on
these stocks in quick time. The
additional cash flows from such
investments can moderate the
stress you could face because of
rising inflation, but the asso-
ciated investment risks are
high.

Alternatively, you should
consider buying shares of com-
modity-based producers and fi-
nancial services companies.
Commodity producers ought to
do well when the commodity
prices increase (which increas-
es inflation).

Likewise, rising inflation
could push interest rates, mak-
ing the financial sector appear
attractive. The caveat is that
better earnings prospects for

Liquidity and easy access at all
times must be the watchwords
while saving money to meet

a difficult situation

temically important banks des-
pite uninspiring rates.

With liquid or debt funds,
there’s even more reason not
to be lured by returns. The cri-
sis that the Franklin Templeton
funds have run into, tell us that
debt mutual funds with higher
yields than peers are likely to
be taking on both credit and li-
quidity risks. It is also best to
go with conservative liquid
funds that invest mainly in go-
vernment paper.

Prioritise liquidity

The primary purpose of having
an emergency fund is to be
able to access the money at ve-
ry short notice.

Take the case of liquid
funds, a popular vehicle. The
instant withdrawal facility on
such funds is limited to
%50,000. When you redeem
higher sums, the official pro-
cessing time is one or two busi-
ness days. But the word ‘busi-
ness’ is the operative word
here. Should non-business
days intervene, you may need
to endure a 3- or even 4-day
wait to get your hands on the
money.

To avoid such delays, it may
be best to divide up your emer-
gency fund, to park some por-
tion (say a third of it) in bank
deposits with an instant online
liquidation feature and a por-
tion in liquid funds, while also
holding hard currency that you

can immediately access.

——— -~
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companies may not necessarily
translate into higher stock
prices.

Conclusion

Rising inflation (inflation risk) is
an issue for working executives.
Fortunately, retirees and those
approaching retirement can
moderate inflation risk by in-
vesting in income-generating
real estate.

This is because rental in-
come can keep pace with rising
inflation. New properties fetch
market rentals and, therefore,
move more closely with infla-
tion than older properties. Real
estate is sub-optimal for work-
ing executives as such invest-
ments are lumpy and illiquid.

Inflation’s saving grace? The
value of your existing borrow-
ings will fall as money will be
worth less than when you bor-
rowed. Hardly comforting
when living expenses are in-
creasing, you might say.

(The writer offers training
programmes for individuals for
managing their personal in-
vestments)
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Jamieson show puts New Zealand on top

Kiwi quick’s five-for restricts India to 217; Williamson's men 101 for two in reply after openers shine

WTC FINAL

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SOUTHAMPTON

New Zealand’s Kyle Jamieson
completed an impressive
five-wicket haul before In-
dia’s bowlers starred on the
third day of the inaugural
World Test Championship fi-

nal at Southampton on
Sunday.
An absorbing day of high-

quality cricket, cut short by
bad light despite the floo-
dlights being on full beam,
ended with New Zealand
101/2 in reply to India’s first
innings 217, a deficit of 116
runs.

Conway falls

New Zealand opener Devon
Conway fell for 54 shortly be-
fore stumps — his third score
of over fifty in just five Test
innings following the 29-
year-old left-hander’s stun-
ning 200 on debut against
England at Lord’s this
month.

Jamieson is also in the ear-
ly stages of his Test career
yet the towering paceman
still had a miserly return of 5/
31 in 22 overs, including 12
maidens.

The 26-year-old’s fifth five-
wicket haul in just eight Tests
included the prize scalps of
India captain Virat Kohli and
Rishabh Pant.

Paying the price: Jamieson forces a wayward shot from Pant and Latham does the rest. =arp

In a match marred by
weather interruptions —--
Friday’s first day was washed
out without a ball bowled —--
India resumed on 146/3.

Kohli was 44 not out and
Ajinkya Rahane unbeaten on
29.

But Kohli failed to add his
score when Jamieson got a
full-length delivery to nip
back and strike the star bat-
sman on the front pad.

Kohli reviewed Michael

BCCl lends support to
India’s Olympic campaign

Commits to a 10 crore assistance

AMOL KARHADKAR

MUMBAI

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) on
Sunday approved upto 10
crore as support for India’s
Olympic campaign.

The BCCI apex council ap-
proved the proposal in an
emergent meeting after it re-
ceived a request from the Mi-
nistry of Youth Affairs and
Sports.

The Hindu understands
that, in line with the BCCI ru-
lebook, the council has de-
cided to release 2.5 crore as
liquid funds and a maximum
of 7.5 crore for running a
promotional campaign in
the lead-up to the Games,
which start on July 23.

“The BCCI has always
been supportive of India’s
sporting movement. We are
happy to help the national
sports fraternity,” an apex
council member told The
Hindu. “The liquid compo-
nent will be utilised for logis-
tical requirements of the
contingent whereas the re-
maining funds will be used to

create a buzz for the Olympic
campaign.”

“Since the BCCI constitu-
tion doesn’t allow more than
%2.5 crore to be released as
cash for such a cause, the re-
maining amount will be di-
rected towards the agencies
that will run the marketing
campaign.”

Earlier on Sunday, the
BCCI office-bearers briefed
select State associations
about supporting the Olym-
pic contingent.

Compensation package
Meanwhile, the apex council
also formed an 11-member
working group to decide on
the compensation package
for scores of domestic cricke-
ters and officials who are
waiting to be compensated
for the loss of matches due to
the pandemic.

The group includes office-
bearers and a representative
from each of the BCCI zones.
In December last year, the
BCCI AGM had decided to
form a group to work on the
compensation package.

Gough'’s Ibw decision but the
English umpire’s ‘out’ ver-
dict was upheld to end a
stand of 61.

The usually free-scoring
Pant needed 20 balls to get
off nought, with a four
through  midwicket off
Jamieson.

Two balls later, however,
Jamieson dismissed the wick-
etkeeper when Pant, drove
loosely outside off stump
and was well caught at se-

cond slip by Tom Latham.
Rahane had batted in com-
posed fashion.

But, one run shy of a fifty,
the  vice-captain  was
cramped trying to pull a
Wagner short ball and
lobbed a simple catch to
Latham, now at midwicket.
India’s 211/7 at lunch became
213/9 soon afterwards when
Jamieson dismissed Ishant
Sharma and Jasprit Bumrah
with successive deliveries.

India — 1st innings: Rohit Sharma
¢ Southee b Jamieson 34 (68b,
6x4), Shubman Gill c Watling b
Wagner 28 (64b, 3x4), Chetesh-
war Pujara lbw b Boult 8 (54b,
2x4), Virat Kohli lbw b Jamieson
44 (132b, 1x4), Ajinkya Rahane c
Latham b Wagner 49 (117b, 5x4),
Rishabh Pant ¢ Latham b Jamieson
4 (22b, 1x4), Ravindra Jadeja c
Watling b Boult 15 (53b, 2x4), R.
Ashwin ¢ Latham b Southee 22
(27b, 3x4), Ishant Sharma c Taylor
b Jamieson 4 (16b), Jasprit Bum-
rah lbw b Jamieson O (7b), Mo-
hammed Shami (not out) 4 (7b,
1x4); Extras (lb-3, nb-2): 5; Total
(in 92.1 overs): 217.

Fall of wickets: 1-62 (Rohit, 20.1
overs), 2-63 (Gill, 24.3), 3-88 (Pu-
jara, 40.2), 4-149 (Kohli, 67.4), 5-
156 (Pant, 73.4), 6-182 (Rahane,
78.4), 7-205 (Ashwin, 85.5), 8-213
(Ishant, 91.4), 9-213 (Bumrah,
91.5).

New Zealand bowling: Southee
22-6-64-1, Boult 21.1-4-47-2,
Jamieson 22-12-31-5, de Grand-
homme  12-6-32-0, Wagner
15-5-40-2.

New Zealand — 1st innings: Tom
Latham c Kohli b Ashwin 30
(104b, 3x4), Devon Conway c
Shami b Ishant 54 (153b, 6x4),
Kane Williamson (batting) 12 (37b,
1x4), Ross Taylor (batting) O (2b);
Extras (lb-3, nb-2): 5; Total (for
two wkts. in 49 overs): 101.

Fall of wickets: 1-70 (Latham,
34.2), 2-101 (Conway, 48.4).

India bowling: Ishant 12-4-19-1,
Bumrah 11-3-34-0, Shami 11-4-
19-0, Ashwin 12-5-20-1, Jadeja
3-1-6-0.

SCOREBOARD i

Kohli's journey to world-beater

10 years since his Test debut, the India skipper has
overcome a tentative start to become a giant of the game

S. DINAKAR
CHENNAI

When Virat Kohli walked in-
to the ground in Southamp-
ton on Sunday, it marked, to
this day, exactly 10 years for
him in Test cricket. And the
transformation in him since
his Test debut has been
remarkable.

In fact, this writer was at
the press box in Sabina Park,

Kingston, Jamaica, 2011,
when a young Kohli played
his maiden Test.

And, soon after he began
his first Test knock, Kohli be-
came an object of mirth with
the West Indian scribes.

Fidel Edwards, deceptive-
ly quick with a nasty short
ball, got Kohli to hop around
with a short leg in place.

Uncomfortable

And Kohli was clearly un-
comfortable, often jumping
awkwardly to keep these de-
liveries down instead of go-
ing for the hook or the pull
or swaying away, or ducking.
And we heard voices. “He
cannot play the short ball,
maan,” said one of the local
scribes.

Edwards fired out Kohli
early in both the innings; in
the second he fell to a deliv-
ery aimed at his ribs.

During the practice ses-

Mastering it: After initially struggling against the short ball,
Kohliis now adept at handling it. =arp

sions on the tour, Kohli
would have tennis balls
bounced at him. He had to
keep his feet on the ground,
watch the ball.

And when India toured
Australia in 2011-12, the fier-
cely determined Kohli
turned things around.

At the lively Perth pitch,
he hooked and pulled, com-
ing up with scores of 44 and

[ndia women present a strong case for more Tests

Debutants Shafali, Sneh, Deepti and Taniya prove they are up for the challenge in the longest format

INDIA IN ENG

P.K. AJITH KUMAR

he great escape to draw

on Saturday at Bristol is
the latest chapter in the fasci-
nating, and increasingly
popular, story of Indian wo-
men’s cricket.

Here was a team, with five
debutants, playing its first
Test in seven years against a
far more experienced host.
Here was a team staring at
defeat, following on and just
75 runs ahead. There were
only two wickets in hand and
plenty of overs to bat with
two debutants at the crease.

Between them, Sneh Rana
and Taniya Bhatia had lasted
22 balls in the first innings.
So England must have been
hoping to get the last two In-
dian wickets quickly.

In no mood to oblige

Sneh and Taniya, however,
were in no mood to oblige.
They blunted, tormented
and attacked the formidable
England line-up, as they
stayed firm for more than 30
overs. Their unbroken 104-
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Rocking pairs: Shafali and Deepti had provided the initial resistance before Sneh and Taniya took over. =ap&GeTTyY IMAGES

run stand for the ninth wick-
et gave India a draw that cap-
tured the imagination of
cricket lovers.

So much so, Sneh was
trending on Twitter. The un-
beaten 80 wasn’t her only
contribution; she had taken
four wickets with her off-spin
in the England innings. She
was making a comeback to
international cricket after
five years, and two months
after losing her father.

Sneh, though, is only one
of the success stories for In-

Wales qualifies despite losing to Italy

Switzerland made to wait despite beating Turkey; Poland holds wasteful Spain

EURO 2020

REUTERS
ROME

Italy topped its group in the
European Championship af-
ter a third straight win on
Sunday, with a first-half goal
from Matteo Pessina giving it
a 1-0 victory over 10-man
Wales, which also advanced
to the knockout stages of the
competition.

The Italians had already
guaranteed their progress,
while Wales secured a berth
by finishing ahead of Swit-
zerland on goal difference.
The Swiss, who could still ad-
vance as one of the four best
third-placed teams, beat
Turkey 3-1in Baku.

Italy manager Roberto
Mancini made eight changes
to rest most of his first-
choice starters, but Italy still
dominated and missed sev-
eral chances either side of
Pessina’s 42nd-minute goal.

Welsh centre back Ethan
Ampadu was shown a
straight red card in the 55th
minute for stamping on Fe-
derico Bernadeschi’s foot,
and Wales then missed its
best chance of an equaliser
in the 74th when Gareth Bale
volleyed over the bar from
close range.

Spain was again haunted
by its inability to finish off
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Cool finish: Matteo Pessina, bottom, turns in a low free-kick to net Italy's winner. =arp

chances as it drew 1-1 with
Poland on Saturday after
missing a second-half penal-
ty to leave its hopes of mak-
ing the Euro 2020 knockouts
hanging in the balance.

Alvaro Morata gave Spain
the lead in the 25th minute
but Poland, which had hit
the woodwork twice in the
first half, deservedly drew le-
vel with a towering header
from Robert Lewandowski in
the 54th.

Spain was given a penalty

»

soon after but Gerard More-
no blasted his shot against
the post and Morata scuffed
the rebound wide, leaving
Luis Enrique’s side cursing
its profligacy just as in its
goalless opening draw with
Sweden.

The results:

Group E: Spain 1 (Morata 25)
drew with Poland 1 (Lewan-
dowski 54).

Group A: Italy 1 (Pessina 39) bt
Wales 0; Switzerland 3 (Sefe-
rovic 6, Shagiri 26, 68) bt Tur-
key 1 (Kahveci 62).

TODAY'S MATCHES
| Group c |

Ukraine vs Austria

"""" North Macedoniavs
the Netherlands
9.30 p.m.

GROUP B

Russia vs Denmark
12.30 a.m. (Tuesday)

"""" Finland vs Belgium
12.30 a.m. (Tuesday)

Live on Sony Ten 2, 3 &
Sony Six (SD & HD)

dia from Bristol. There is
Shafali Verma, the 17-year-
old who scored 96 and 63.

She had been thought of
so much as a T20 specialist
that she wasn’t even given an
ODI cap.

It was remarkable how the
likes of Shafali and Taniya —
the 23-year-old wicketkeeper
known for her smart stump-
ings — adapted to the de-
mands of a Test match des-
pite playing little to no
red-ball cricket.

All-rounder Deepti Shar-

PASSING SHOTS

Dumfries glad to
contribute

AMSTERDAM

Flying full-back Denzel
Dumfries had not played in a
five-man defence previously
but after two stellar
performances for the
Netherlands, he is revelling in
the new freedom it has
afforded him. "I'm glad | was
able to contribute,” he told a

news conference on Saturday.
REUTERS

De Bruyne still
struggling with dead
feeling on his face
BRUSSELS

Kevin De Bruyne is still
struggling with a dead feeling
on the left hand side of his
face after a double fracture
but said it would not hinder
his performance at the Euro.
“Itis just a bit irritating," he
told a news conference on
Saturday. “But | am used to it
now. | am also less scared in
the heading duels. When |
was on the field, | did not

think about it anymore.”
REUTERS

ma, also making her debut,
impressed with both bat and
ball.

She took three wickets in
the England innings, includ-
ing the big one of skipper
Heather Knight.

Deepti remained unbea-
ten in the first innings, and
promoted to No. 3 in the se-
cond, she delivered with a
gritty half-century.

Multi-day cricket is a rari-
ty on India’s domestic cir-
cuit. As for Tests, before Bris-
tol, the Indian women had

won three in a row (2006,
Taunton; 2014, Wormsley
and Mysuru).

Getting noticed

India’s heroics and the excit-
ing cricket on all four days
would surely have won new
followers for the women’s
game. There is a pink-ball
Test to come later in the year
in Australia.

Captain Mithali Raj and
Co. want to play more Tests.
Certainly not at a rate of one
in seven years.

75. Then he conjured a mag-
nificent 116 in the Adelaide
Test. Kohli had arrived on
the big stage. Now he is a
giant in the game with 70 in-
ternational hundreds, 27 of
them in Tests.

From a tentative start to a
world-beater, it has been a
spirit-lifting journey by Kohli
with a perfect 10 for dedica-
tion.

West Indies
skittled out
for 149

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
GROS ISLET

Heavy morning showers
resulted in the first session
of the third day getting
washed out as umpires
called early lunch on Sun-
day in the second Test bet-
ween West Indies and
South Africa.

On the second day,
South Africa’s bowlers
backed up a solid batting
performance to put the
Proteas in a command.

Kagiso Rabada, Lungi
Ngidi and Anrich Nortje
crashed through the West
Indies’ top and middle or-
der while Wiaan Mulder
took three wickets for one
run to wrap up the tail as
South Africa bowled out
the home side for 149 in ex-
actly two sessions. South
Africa made 298 in its first
innings. Shai Hope made
43 and Jermaine Black-
wood scored 49.

The scores:

South Africa 298 vs West
Indies 149 in 54 overs (Shai
Hope 43, Jermaine Black-
wood 49, Wiaan Mulder 3/1).

Verstappen trumps Hamilton

Stretches lead; Red Bul

FRENCH GP

REUTERS
LE CASTELLET

Red Bull’s Formula One lead-
er Max Verstappen overtook
Mercedes rival Lewis Hamil-
ton on the penultimate lap
to win the French Grand
Prix and canter 12 points
clear on Sunday.

The victory from pole po-
sition at Le Castellet was a
third in a row for Red Bull af-
ter street circuit wins in Mo-
naco and Azerbaijan.

Verstappen’s  Mexican
teammate Sergio Perez, win-
ner in Baku after the Dutch
driver suffered a high-speed
blowout while leading, fin-
ished third after passing
Valtteri Bottas in the closing
laps.

Tyre strategy
Verstappen made two stops
to Hamilton’s one and then
used his fresher tyres to
hunt down his British rival.

“We made the call to do
the two stopper, luckily in
the end it paid off. We had to
work hard for it, but very re-
warding,” said Verstappen.

The 23-year-old, now le-
vel with Hamilton on three
wins for the season, also set
the fastest lap and has 131
points to Hamilton’s 119.

Red Bull pulled further

AT

| teammate Perez finishes third

Bubbly time: Verstappen, right, and Perez celebrate their

first podium finish together for Red Bull. =arp

ahead of champion Mer-
cedes in the constructors’
standings with a lead of 37
points. The podium was the
first time Verstappen and Pe-
rez, who joined Red Bull this
season, had appeared to-
gether in the top three as
teammates.

The results: 1. Max Verstappen
(Red Bull) 1:27:25.770s; 2. Le-
wis  Hamilton (Mercedes)
+2.904; 3. Sergio Perez (Red
Bull) 8.811; 4. Valtteri Bottas
(Mercedes) 14.618; 5. Lando
Norris (McLaren) 64.032; 6.
Daniel Ricciardo (McLaren)
75.857; 7. Pierre Gasly (Alpha-
Tauri) 76.596; 8. Fernando
Alonso (Alpine) 77.695; 9. Se-

»

bastian Vettel (Aston Martin)
79.666; 10. Lance Stroll (Aston
Martin) 91.946; 11. Carlos Sainz
Jr. (Ferrari) 99.397; +1 lap: 12.
George Russell (Williams); 13.
Yuki Tsunoda (AlphaTauri) 14.
Esteban Ocon (Alpine); 15. An-
tonio Giovinazzi (Alfa Romeo);
16. Charles Leclerc (Ferrari); 17.
Kimi Raikkonen (Alfa Romeo);
18. Nicholas Latifi (Williams);
19. Mick Schumacher (Haas);
20. Nikita Mazepin (Haas).
Standings: Drivers: 1. Verstap-
pen 131; 2 Hamilton 119; 3. Pe-
rez 84; 4.Norris 76; 5. Bottas
59.

Constructors: 1. Red Bull 215;
2. Mercedes 178; 3. McLaren
110; 4. Ferrari 94; 5. AlphaTauri
45,
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TV PICKS

WTC 2021 final: India vs
New Zealand: Star Sports 1

(SD & HD), 3 p.m.

Euro 2020: Sony Ten 2, 3 &
Sony Six (SD & HD), 9.30
p.m. & 12.30 a.m. (Tuesday)
Copa America 2021: Sony
Ten 1 & 2 (SD & HD), 2.30
a.m. (Tuesday); Sony Ten 2 &
Sony Six (SD & HD), 5.30 a.m.
(Tuesday)

COPA AMERICA

TODAY'S SCHEDULE

Uruguay vs Chile
2.30 a.m. (Tuesday)

Argentina vs Paraguay
5.30 a.m. (Tuesday)

Live on Sony Ten 2 and
Sony 6 (SD & HD)

i — T N IQ-‘:

Marquez takes German
MotoGP for first win
since 2019

SACHSENRING

Marc Marquez banished 18
months of struggles on
Sunday as he dominated in
the rain at the Sachsenring to
win the German MotoGP. The
six-time World champion,
who returned this season
after crashing in the opening
race last year, escaped early
and stayed clear of in-form
Portuguese Miguel Oliveira
and championship leader
Fabio Quartararo. arp

Barcelona to sign
Memphis Depay

BARCELONA

Barcelona has reached an
agreement to sign
Netherlands forward
Memphis Depay, the La Liga
club said on Saturday. A
statement from the Catalans
said Depay, whose contract
with Olympique Lyonnais runs
out later this month, will sign
a deal with Barca until the
end of the 2022/23
campaign. REUTERS

Tejaswini beats Riddhi,
stays ahead

NEW DELHI

G, Tejaswini defeated Riddhi
Patel to maintain her all-win
record and stayed in the lead
after seven rounds of
National girls' (under-14)
online rapid chess
tournament on Sunday.
Aahana Pachchigar and M.S.
Harshavardhini (6.5 points
each) shared the second spot
after comprehensive victories
over top seed Shivika Rohilla
and third seed Mrittika
Mallick (5.5 each),
respectively. Four rounds
remain in the event that has
attracted over 300 players.

Injured Raonic out

of Wimbledon

PARIS

Milos Raonic, who lost in the
Wimbledon final in 2016, said
on Sunday that he was pulling
out of this year''s tournament
because of a calf injury. “l am
incredible sad and hurt that |
won't be ready to compete at
Wimbledon this year,” Raonic
said on Instagram, explaining
that during his preparations
he had hurt his calf and then

suffered a "minor setback".
AFP

.| i

Gurpreet remembers
Milkha's advice

NEW DELHI

“Tumhe rukna nahi hai (you
cannot stop)”, these words
from Millkha Singh still
inspires Indian football
goalkeeper Gurpreet Singh
Sandhu who says Milkha's
advice helped him fight
challenges during his
European stint. "He told me
‘Hard work has no
replacement. | even used to
vomit blood at times after
training but you cannot stop!"
he said in an AIFF release.

CM
K

Oosthuizen in a three-way tie for lead

Joins Hughes and Henley after 54 holes; Mcllroy, DeChambeau waiting to pounce

US OPEN GOLF

REUTERS
SAN DIEGO

Perennial Major contender
Louis Oosthuizen sank a
monster eagle putt at the fi-
nal hole to go into a three-
way tie for the lead after the
third round at the US Open
on Saturday.

The South African’s down-
hill 50-footer slammed into
the middle of the flag and
toppled in to add another
layer of fascination to what
already was shaping up to be
a compelling final round.

With a one-under-par 70,
Oosthuizen joined Canadian
Mackenzie Hughes (68) and
steady American Russell
Henley (71) at five-under 208.

But the three frontrun-
ners did not have to look far
over their shoulders to see
heavyweights Rory Mcllroy
(67) and Bryson DeCham-
beau (68) waiting to pounce

Superb: Louis Oosthuizen sank a monster eagle putt at the final hole. =arp

just two strokes behind.
Oosthuizen has complet-
ed the career runner-up
Grand Slam, and just last
month was equal second be-

Humbert triumphs

TENNIS

REUTERS
HALLE

France’s Ugo Humbert
pulled off a surprise 6-3, 7-6
(4) win over World No. 7 An-
drey Rublev to claim his
maiden ATP 500 title on the
Halle  grasscourts on
Sunday.

Humbert stepped up his
Wimbledon preparations by
producing a clinical display,
winning 85% of his first-
serve points and hitting nine
aces to extend his perfect re-
cord in ATP Tour finals to
3-0.

Meanwhile in London,
Italian top seed Matteo Ber-
rettini marked himself
down as a genuine Wimble-
don threat after beating Bri-
tain’s Cameron Norrie 6-4,

6-7(5), 6-3 to win the
Queen’s Club title on
Sunday.

Ugo Humbert. =arp

The 25-year-old used his
huge serve and forehand to
great effect once again to
claim his fifth career title
and become the first Italian
champion at the prestigious
event.

Other results (final): German
Open: Ludmilla Samsonova bt
Belinda Bencic 1-6, 6-1, 6-3.
Birmingham Classic: Ons Ja-
beur bt Daria Kasatkina 7-5,
6-4.

hind Phil Mickelson at the
PGA Championship.

Now he has another
chance but knows it will take
something special.

Henley started tied for the
lead with Richard Bland, and
maintained at least a share of
it the entire day.

Hughes, meanwhile,

vaulted into contention by
holing a 35-foot bunker shot
at the par-five 13th that
prompted an enormous gal-
lery roar..

Defending champion De-
Chambeau pounded his way
into contention with another
bone-jarring performance of
long driving.

No Mickelson Slam
Mickelson, a record six-times
U.S. Open runner-up, saw his
bid to complete the career
Grand Slam disappear for
another year after a sloppy
five-over 76 left him at
seven-over.

Leading scorers: 208: Macken-
zie Hughes (Can) 73, 67, 68,
Louis Oosthuizen (RSA) 67, 71,
70, Russell Henley (USA) 67,
70, 71.

210: Rory Mcllroy (NIR) 70, 73,
67, Bryson DeChambeau (USA)
73, 69, 68; 211: Scottie Schef-
fler (USA) 72, 69, 70, Jon Rahm
(Esp) 69, 70, 72, Matthew Wolff
(USA) 70, 68, 73.

Milkha's Hyderabad connection

Where the legendary athlete took his first racing steps

GENERAL

V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM
HYDERABAD

‘Flying Sikh’ Milkha Singh
had an emotional connect
with Hyderabad City!

The sight of the legendary
athlete kissing the ‘hallowed
ground’ of the EME Artillery
Centre on November 29,
2014 (his last visit to the City)
would have been frozen in
the memory of all those as-
sembled there on the
occasion.

Milkha Singh, 86 then,
was in the City as brand am-
bassador of the Hyderabad
10K Run. He recalled the
support he received from
everyone at the EME Centre
when he was a fresh Army
recruit in 1952.

“How can I forget this

place! It was here in 1952
that I was encouraged to
take up athletics by my
coach Havaldar Gurudev
Singh,” Milkha Singh said
then.

Getting emotional
“Yeh to mujhe Gurudwara
samaan hai (this EME Stadi-
um is equivalent to a Gurd-
wara to me),” he said strug-
gling to control his
emotions.

“I never knew about
200m or 400m when I start-

ed running. A group of 10 of

us was made to run five km
every day with the promise
that the best would repre-
sent the Indian Army and
the country in the competi-
tions. And, I topped the
group,” he recalled with a
big smile.

Sindhu’s
salute

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
mRABAD

The legendary Milkha
Singh was a great
inspiration to generations
of Indian athletes, said
P.V. Sindhu.

Sindhu said she had
spent some time with him
at an awards ceremony
and shared thoughts on
the contemporary sports
scenario. “He was such a
humble person despite his
stature. It was an
unforgettable meeting
and it is sad that he is no
longer with us,” she said.

Milkha’s achievements are incomparable: Jyotirmoyee

Olympians from Bengal pay tribute to the legend

Y.B. SARANGI
KOLKATA

Olympians from Bengal paid
tribute to Milkha Singh, who
passed away in Chandigarh
on Friday night.

Jyotirmoyee Sikdar, who
won two gold medals in the
1998 Bangkok Asian Games,
said Milkha’s achievements
were incomparable.

“Now athletes are getting
so many facilities. Even we
got some. But think of the
time when a few years after
independence, Milkha shone

in international events with-
out any facilities,” Jyotir-
moyee told The Hindu on
Saturday.

“I remember getting a call
from him when I won the
two golds. I met him twice.
When I introduced myself,
he said, ‘Oh! You are Jyotir-
moyee. Who does not know
you?’

“Good that a film was
made on him. Once I attend-
ed a school sports event and
was delighted to see kids en-
couraging their friends by

Think of the time
when a few years
after independence,
Milkha shone in
international events
without any facilities
— JYOTIRMOYEE

shouting ‘Bhag  Milkha,
Bhag.’ The film inspired the
younger generation. He was
a great athlete and it’s a sad
day for Indian sports,” said
Jyotirmoyee.

Another Olympian Soma
Biswas, an Asian Games sil-

C

‘Olympics organisers working on

safe stay of Indian athletes’

IOA in discussion with TOCOG seeking clarifications

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Tokyo Olympic organis-
ers are working on how to en-
sure safe stay and seamless
training of the Indian athletes
inside the Games Village, ac-
cording to a letter they have
sent to the Indian Olympic
Association (I0A).

The Indian athletes and of-
ficials travelling for the Olym-
pics have been asked by the
Japanese government to un-
dergo daily COVID-19 tests for
a week prior to their depar-

ture and not to interact
with anyone from another
country for three days
upon arrival, strictures
that have left the IOA
fuming.

Terming the rules as
“unfair and discriminato-
ry”, the IOA had written to
the Tokyo Organising Com-
mittee of the Olympic
Games (TOCOG).

In its reply, TOCOG said:
“Tokyo 2020 is working to
define how athletes of your
NOC as well as from other

Indian women archers
fail to bag team quota

SPORTS BUREAU
PARIS

India lost to Colombia 6-0 in
a second round match of the
final archery qualifying
event for the Tokyo Olympic
Games and failed to earn a
women’s team quota place
here on Sunday.

The trio of Deepika Kuma-
ri, Komalika Bari and Ankita
Bhakat gathered 1992 points
to place second behind Mex-
ico (1993) in the ranking

»

round.

India got a bye in the first
round, but lost to 15th-
ranked Colombia — compris-
ing Ana Rendon, Valentina
Giraldo, Maria Sepulveda —
in the next round. Colombia
won 55-54, 51-49, 53-52 to
collect six set points and ad-
vance to the quarterfinals.

India has bagged a men’s
team quota place and Deepi-
ka the lone individual spot
for the Tokyo Games.

10 countries and all other
195 NOCs can stay safe in

the Villages and have
training.
“We hope to provide you

with those information and
discuss together as soon as
possible.”

The IOA, on its part, said
that its president Narinder
Batra and secretary-gener-
al Rajeev Mehta were in
discussion with TOCOG
and seeking clarifications
on the conditions imposed
on the Indian contingent.

Van Niekerk
qualifies

REUTERS
MADRID

Olympic 400m champion
Wayde van Niekerk belat-
edly confirmed he will de-
fend his title at the Tokyo
Games, finishing inside the
qualifying time in Madrid
on Saturday.

Beset by injury since his
Rio heroics, the South Afri-
can ran 44.56 at the Conti-
nental Tour event to finish
0.34s inside the qualifying
time.

ver medallist, remembered
Milkha as a legend who en-
couraged youngsters.

An idol, says Soma
“I met him for the first time
during the 2001 Ludhiana
National Games. He was an
idol for all athletes. A few
words of encouragement
from him were enough for
up-and-coming athletes like
me. His death is a great loss
to Indian sports,” said Soma.
Gurbux Singh, a 1964 To-
kyo Olympics gold medal-

Lodgings for the stars: The apartment complexin t

winning hockey player, re-
membered his contempor-
ary Milkha.

“In 1959, we had our hock-
ey camp at the Yadavindra
Singh Stadium in Patiala,
where Milkha trained for the
1960 Olympics. Our captain
Leslie Claudius was friendly
with him.

“Later, we both participat-
ed in the 1964 Olympics.
Milkha was a great icon of In-
dian sports and had a long
and fruitful life,” said Gur-
bux.

e

is designed to house about 12,000 people in 23 buildings =arp

REUTERS
TOKYO

Organisers of the Tokyo
Olympics opened the ath-
letes’ village to the media on
Sunday, showing off apart-
ments and a timber-laced
shopping plaza where 11,000
athletes would stay and min-
gle during the sporting
extravaganza.

Everyday testing

Athletes will be shuttled in
and out of the village and be
tested for the coronavirus ev-
ery day. Olympic rules ban
singing and chanting during

events and require athletes to
wear masks at all times ex-

cept when outdoors, sleeping

or eating. The shopping area
features an automatic teller

machine, dry cleaner, post

office, bank and courier
counter.

The wooden plaza, which
draws on Japanese minimal-
ist design aesthetics, follows
the Tokyo 2020 theme of us-
ing timber in the construc-
tion of Olympics venues, in-
cluding the National
Stadium.

The apartment complex

abutting the shopping plaza

SABSE

AASAN SNACK!

daCunha/

he Olymbic ;/illage, built on reclaimed land,

Team MRF Tyres wins
Pohjanmaa Ralli

Driving to glory: Reeta Hamalainen, left, and Emil Lindholm

celebrate their success. =spECIAL ARRANGEMENT

MOTORSPORTS

SPORTS REPORTER
CHENNAI
Team MRF Tyres’ Emil Lind-
holm and Reeta Hamalainen
won the Pohjanmaa Ralli,
the fourth round of the Fin-
nish championship, on Sa-
turday. The first win for
MRF Tyres in the competi-
tion comes on the back of
multiple podium finishes for
Lindholm and Hamalainen.
MRF Tyres’ success here
follows its maiden win in the
Italian Gravel Champion-
ship earlier in the month.
“It is amazing to win

here. This result shows the
pace of development from
the entire team at Team
MRF Tyres and we should
all be proud of our work,”
said Lindholm.

“Coming into the wee-
kend, I was aiming for a
good result but never
dreamt of a victory. But the
car and the tyres felt great
all weekend. This rally is ve-
ry fast, with some stages
having an average speed of
more than 120km/h. Today
[Saturday], we took four
stage wins and two-second
places. It is a great result,”
added Lindholm.

Bucks make Eastern
conference finals

NBA PLAYOFFS

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
NEW YORK

Giannis  Antetokounmpo
had 40 points and 13 re-
bounds as Milwaukee Bucks
defeated Brooklyn Nets 115-
111 in a thrilling game-seven
overtime on Saturday to ad-
vance to the Eastern Confe-
rence finals.

Khris Middleton tallied 23
points for the Bucks, who
became the first road team
to win a game in the series.
Antetokounmpo hit the
game-tying basket and Khris
Middleton delivered the

- Organisers show oft Games village

It includes a timber-laced shopping plaza for athletes

was built on reclaimed land,

and designed to house about

12,000 people in 23 build-

ings. It includes shops, a park

and a school. The buildings
will be converted into flats
later.

Organisers were originally
planning to feed residents of :

the village in vast dining halls

— the largest with a capacity

to seat 4,500 people.
But now, organisers will
ask athletes to dine alone,

maintain social distancing

with others, and wipe down
surfaces after eating to curb
the spread of the virus.

»

Antetokounmpo. =arp

game-winner in overtime.
The result: Milwaukee Bucks
115 bt Brooklyn Nets 111 (OT).
Milwaukee wins series 4-3.

~Richardson

scorches to
100m victory

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

EUGENE

. An emotional Sha’Carri Ri-

chardson surged to 100m

© victory at the US Olympic
¢ track and field trials in Ore-
¢ gon on Saturday, punching
¢ her ticket to Tokyo in 10.86
: seconds.

The 21-year-old Texan

. streaked over the line at
: Hayward Field and mo-
: ments later revealed that

her win came after a week

: in which she learned of the

death of her biological

\ mother.

Javianne Oliver finished

second in 10.99s while
¢ Teahna Daniels was third
- in11.03s.

Sha'Carri Richardson. =arp
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