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SC verdict today on
Vinod Dua's petition
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court is
scheduled to pronounce its
judgment on Thursday on a
petition filed by senior
journalist and Padma Shri
awardee Vinod Dua to quash
a sedition case registered
against him in Himachal
Pradesh for his YouTube
telecast on the north-east
Delhiriots last year.
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‘Why not buy 100% vaccines if
you get discount, SC asks Centre

Bench questions Union govts logic that it is getting the sop due to bulk orders

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
questioned the Centre’s log-
ic that manufacturers are
selling it COVID-19 vaccines
for a hefty discount because
it places bulk orders. The
court then asked the govern-
ment why it cannot buy
100% of the vaccines at a dis-
count instead of leaving the
States to fend for them-
selves.

“The Central government
justifying its lower prices on
account of its ability to place
large purchase orders for
vaccines raises the issue as
to why this rationale is not
being employed for acquir-
ing 100% of the monthly CDL

New IT rules don't apply
to us, Google tells HC

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Google told the Delhi High
Court on Wednesday that
the new Information Tech-
nology Rules 2021, which
came into effect late last
month, did not apply to the
U.S.-based tech giant as it
was a “search engine” and
not a “social media interme-
diary” like Facebook, Twit-
ter or Instagram.

On April 20, the High

Palestine
flays India’s
abstention

KALLOL BHATTACHER]JEE
NEW DELHI
India’s abstention from the
latest resolution on the Pal-
estinian issue suppresses
human rights of “all peo-
ple”, Palestine’s Foreign Mi-
nister Riad Malki has said.
In an unusually strong
letter sent to External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar
on May 30, Dr. Malki said
the resolution titled “Ensur-
ing respect for international
human rights law and hu-
manitarian law in Occupied
Palestinian Territory in-
cluding East Jerusalem and
in Israel” was a product of
long years of multilateral
negotiation. “Republic of
India missed an opportuni-
ty to join the international
community at this turning
point on the path to justice
and peace,” he stated.

DETAILS ON » PAGE 8

Court issued a slew of direc-
tions on a petition by a wo-
man who claimed her pho-
tographs and images,
though not in themselves
obscene or offensive, were
taken from her Facebook
and Instagram accounts
without her consent, and
uploaded on a pornograph-
ic website with derogatory
captions added to them.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

') The Union Budget for
2021-2022 earmarked 335,000
crore for procuring vaccines. The
Centre should clarify how these
funds have been spent so far and
why they cannot be utilised for
vaccinating persons aged 18-44

SUPREME COURT

[Central Drugs Laboratory]
doses,” a Bench, led by Jus-
tice D.Y. Chandrachud, noted
in a 32-page order.

The Centre can buy vac-
cines for 150, while the
States have to shell out bet-
ween 3300 and 3600.

“If the Central govern-
ment’s unique monopolistic
buyer position is the only

reason for it receiving vac-
cines at a much lower rate
from manufacturers, it is im-
portant for us to examine
the rationality of the existing
Liberalised Vaccination Poli-
cy against Article 14 [right to
equality] of the Constitution
since it could place severe
burdens, particularly on
States/Union Territories suf-

fering from financial dis-
tress,” the court held.

It said the Centre, with a
35,000 crore budget to buy
vaccines, has money to
spare unlike the States which
have suddenly been bur-
dened with the task to cough
up funds for vaccines. “The
Union Budget for 2021-2022
earmarked 35,000 crore
for procuring vaccines. In
the light of the Liberalised
Vaccination Policy, the Cen-
tral government is directed
to clarify how these funds
have been spent so far and
why they cannot be utilised
for vaccinating persons aged
18-44,” the court ordered.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Court in Dominica adjourns
hearing in Mehul Choksi case

KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE
NEW DELHI
Hearing began on Wednes-
day against fugitive busi-
nessman and diamond trad-
er Mehul Choksi at a court in
Dominica, where he is facing
charges of entering the is-
land territory illegally.
Opposing the public pro-
secutor in the court, Mr.
Choksi’s team said he was
“traumatised” after being

tortured in custody of al-
leged kidnappers, who took
him from his residence in
nearby Antigua where he
had acquired citizenship.
The hearing will continue
on Thursday. The case had
taken a turn against Mr.
Choksi after Antigua and
Barbuda Prime Minister Gas-
ton Browne claimed that Mr.
Choksi had left his residence
there out of his free will with

a female companion and
that Dominica should hand
him over to the Indian auth-
orities, who were expecting
that country to carry out the
International Red Corner
Notice against Mr. Choksi,
accused of defrauding the
Punjab National Bank and
the State Bank of India of
13,500 crore.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Hzmalayan task

Wary of COVID-19, 8 convicts refuse parole

Mysuru jail inmates see greater danger of being exposed to the infection outside

LAIQH A. KHAN
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They claim that they feel safe

Let Centre

~ distribute

- vaccines, says
Odisha CM

SATYASUNDAR BARIK
SHIV SAHAY SINGH
BHUBANESWAR/ KOLKATA

Odisha Chief Minister Na-
veen Patnaik has called for
a consensus among all the
States on a universal vacci-
nation programme for
COVID-19.

In a letter to all Chief Mi-
nisters, and personal calls
to a few, he expressed
grave concern at the pre-
vailing COVID-19 situation
and suggested that the
Centre procure the vac-
cines and distribute them.

West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee, too,
said on Wednesday, “The
Centre must procure and
make vaccines available
free of cost to all the
States.” She said Mr. Pat-
naik called her on Tuesday
on the issue. “I fully sup-
port his views,” she said.

Mr. Patnaik’s letter said
many States had floated
global tenders for vaccine
procurement. “However, it
is quite clear that the global
vaccine manufacturers are
looking forward to the Un-
ion government for clea-
rances. They are unwilling
to get into supply contracts
with the State govern-
ments, while the domestic
manufacturers are having
supply constraints and are
not able to commit re-
quired supplies.”

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8
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HC for ‘manslaughter’
charge on officials not
acting on vaccine issue

‘Untapped potential has to be utilised

SOIBAM ROCKY SINGH

NEW DELHI

Government officials who
are sitting over the “un-
tapped potential” of India to
manufacture COVID-19 vac-
cine should be charged with

“manslaughter”, the Delhi
High Court warned on Wed-
nesday.

“There is a lot of scope
and infrastructure for manu-
facture of vaccine in India.
And this matter, you (Centre)
must really consider. This
untapped potential has to be
utilised. Your officers are not
realising this,” a Bench of
Justice Manmohan and Jus-
tice Najmi Waziri said.

The court’s observation
came while hearing a plea of
Delhi-based Panacea Biotec,
which has sought the release
of an arbitral award passed
in its favour and against the
Centre, saying it needs funds
at the earliest in the larger in-
terest of humanity as it has
already manufactured trial
batches of Sputnik V vaccine
in collaboration with Rus-
sian Direct Investment Fund
and wants to scale it up.

‘Palpable disquiet’

The court said the Centre
must expedite the process of
clearing samples of Panacea
Biotec, noting “there is such
an element of palpable dis-
quiet in the country. Every-
body wants vaccine. We have

to cut this short”.

Additional Solicitor Gen-
eral Balbir Singh informed
the court that the Indian go-
vernment has decided to
procure Sputnik V vaccine
from Dr. Reddy’s alone. He
said Panacea has to go
through ethnicity and effica-
cy tests for any adverse ef-
fect on the population.

Reacting to this, the court
remarked, “Then the bridge
trials should have been con-
ducted even with regard to
the imported vaccine. You
have done away with it for
the imported vaccine. Why
insist on it for the domestic
manufacturer but not for the
manufacturer abroad?”

“And the rule itself em-
powers you to actually waive
this (tests), if you in your wis-
dom like to waive it. In the
end they are identical pro-
ducts, one is imported and
another manufactured
here,” the court said.

“The problem is of fear
psychosis that some vigi-
lance enquiry will take
place, audit will take place.
Tell them (officers), this is
not the time to be wary of
these investigations and au-
dit reports. This is leading to
deaths today... Actually
some people need to be
charged with manslaughter
if they have been sitting over
this untapped potential," the
court remarked.

Tejpal case order seems a
‘manual for rape victims: HC

There is a case for considering leave for appeal, says judge

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Hearing an appeal against
the lower court judgment
that acquitted journalist Ta-
run Tejpal of rape and sexual
assault charges, the High
Court of Bombay at Goa ob-
served on Tuesday that “it
seems like a manual for rape
victims”.

A Single Bench of Justice
S.C. Gupte was hearing Solic-
itor-General Tushar Mehta,
appearing for the State of
Goa, challenging the judg-
ment passed on May 21 by
Additional Sessions Judge
Kshama Joshi.

Mr. Mehta read out the
527-page judgment, “The vic-
tim’s narrative is of extreme
implausibility, and it is not
possible to believe that she, a
woman who is aware of laws,

Tarun Tejpal

intelligent, alert and physi-
cally fit [yoga trainer], would
not push or ward off the ac-
cused if she got pushed
against the wall. If the prose-
cutrix [victim] had held her
jaw firmly closed, how would
it be possible for the accused
[Mr. Tejpal] to put his tongue
into her mouth? If the prose-
cutrix pushed the accused
instinctively and reflexively,
why wouldn’t she push the
accused before he kissed

her?” He also pointed out
portions on the behaviour of
the victim during and before
the incident.

The court quipped, “It is a
kind of manual for rape vic-
tims, on the behaviour of vic-
tims. There is a case for con-
sidering leave for appeal.”

Mr. Mehta said there were
details of the victim’s sexual
history in the judgment, and
the judge was a mute specta-
tor to the defence divulging
them. He urged the court to
redact names of senior coun-
sels who the victim ap-
proached before filing the
complaint. However, the
court said it was a vacation
court and adjourned the
matter to June 24.

JUDGMENT WILL DETER RAPE
VICTIMS » PAGE 8

Bail for 7 accused of stealing shrouds in U.P.

Refurbished and repackaged cloth allegedly sold as that of a Gwalior company

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW

A local court in Uttar Pra-

vin Jain and his son Ashish
Jain, run a cloth store in Ba-
raut, while their relative
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MYSURU

from COVID-19 inside the

At least eight convicts lodged
in the Mysuru Central Jail in
Karnataka have refused to go
home on the 90-day parole
offered to eligible inmates to
decongest prisons in the
wake of the second wave of
COVID-19. They said the
probability of contracting
the virus was higher outside.
They also feared that they
may not be able to earn a
livelihood amid the
lockdown.

While more than 75
inmates had walked out of
the Mysuru jail during the
last few days, eight turned
down the offer. Two more
eligible convicts were
undergoing treatment for
COVID-19 and the jail
authorities were yet to hear
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To leave or not to: A view of the entrance of the Central Prison

in Mysuru, Karnataka.

from them on whether they
would take parole or not.
The jail authorities began
releasing convicts and
undertrials on COVID-19
parole in the second week of
May to decongest the prison,
which houses about 750
inmates, as per the
guidelines issued by the
Supreme Court last year.

»
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Mysuru Jail
Superintendent Divyashree
told The Hindu that while 63
inmates who were offered
parole during the first wave
of COVID-19 last year had
accepted it and returned to
jail, they were faced with a
peculiar situation this year.
“This year, eight inmates
have refused to return home.

jail,” she said. Though a few
inmates tested positive in the
last few days and had been
treated, almost all the 700
inmates of the Mysuru jail,
who were above 45 years,
had been given the first dose
of the vaccine. Many inmates
in the 18 to 44 age group had
also been given the first
dose, while all the staff
members had finished both
their doses.

Some refused parole in
view of the livelihood
challenges that people were
facing during the lockdown.

The inmates have to remit
1,000 as surety before
being let out on parole, but
the amount would be
returned on their return to
the jail.

desh’s Baghpat has granted
bail to seven persons, includ-
ing three cloth traders relat-
ed to each other, after the
police failed to produce evi-
dence regarding the fake
stickers and ribbons they al-
legedly used to sell the cloth
made by repackaging
shrouds stolen by them from
crematoriums and
graveyards.

The seven were arrested
last month on charges of al-
legedly stealing pieces of
cloths used as shrouds in
crematoriums and gra-
veyards before cleaning
them and packing them with
fake stickers and ribbons of a
Gwalior company. They al-
legedly sold the repackaged
cloth for a good price in the
market.

While arresting them, the
police had claimed to have
recovered over 500 pieces of
shrouds and other cloth
items from them.

Judge Sazia Nazar Zaidi,
session judge (in-charge) in
the bail order dated June 1,
noted that the prosecution
neither produced any docu-
ment regarding any criminal
case previously filed in the
matter nor the fake stickers

i

The accused were arrested on May 9. =U.P. POLICE VIA TWITTER

and ribbons of a Gwalior
company allegedly used by
the accused to market the re-
furbished shrouds.

‘Falsely implicated’
The accused pleaded that
they were falsely implicated
and said that the cloth reco-
vered from them were not
shrouds, stolen or
otherwise.

The accused persons, Pra-

Rishab Jain, who runs a sepa-
rate store, was visiting them
on the day of their arrest on
May 9, the accused said. The
other four persons — Shra-
van Kumar Sharma, Raju,
Bablu and Shahrukh — are
Mr. Pravin’s staffers who
were allegedly working from
home due to the lockdown.

The Jain father-son ar-
gued that due to the lock-
down, they were assorting
“cut-piece cloth after setting
them right” and packing
them. The accused have sub-
mitted bills towards proving
that they purchased the
cloth.

The court said the cloth al-
legedly recovered from the
traders and shown to be
shrouds would be a matter of
evidence.
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Exams for final-year DU students Class 12 students heave a sigh of relief
from June 7; freshers must wait

Assessment for intermediary batch to be based on marks in previous semester

SHINJINI GHOSH
NEW DELHI
Senior officials of the Delhi
University (DU) on Wednes-
day said that examinations
for terminal-year students
will begin from June 7, as
scheduled and will not be
cancelled. Officials added
that assessment for students
who are currently in their se-
cond year will be the same as
what was followed last year.
Equal weightage will be gi-
ven to internal assessment
marks and results of the pre-
vious semester, for those stu-
dents who are in their fourth
semester now, officials ex-
plained.

No effect

D.S. Rawat, DU’s Dean of Ex-
aminations told The Hindu,
“Examinations for the final-
year students will begin from
June 7 as scheduled and the
cancellation of the CBSE
Board exams has no effect on

Pleain HC on
CBSE policy on
Class 10 marks

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday issued notice to
Centre and Delhi govern-
ment on a plea contending
that policy of the Central
Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE) for calculating
marks of Class 10 students
based on the internal as-
sessment by schools was
unconstitutional and re-
quires to be modified.

A Bench of Chief Justice
D.N. Patel and Justice Jyoti
Singh issued notice to the
Ministry of Education, the
Directorate of Education of
Delhi government and the
Board seeking their stand
on the issue raised by an
NGO.

NGO Justice for All, in its
plea said, “The policy of
moderating the average
marks assessed by the
school, based on the histor-
ical performance of the
previous average result of
the school, in terms of the
best overall performance of
the school would be injus-
tice to the students as the
performance of school is
not relatable in any manner
with the performance of
the student”.

It said moderating the
marks in consonance with
the overall average score of
the district, national and
state average “was abso-
lutely unreasonable, illogi-
cal and punitive for the stu-
dents of a school which
would appear in the board
exams for the first time”,
with no previous data of
performance.

Light rain
likely today

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Capital recorded a
maximum temperature of
36.6 degrees Celsius on
Wednesday, four degrees
below normal, the India
Meteorological ~ Depart-
ment (IMD) said.

The minimum tempera-
ture settled at 22.2 degrees
Celsius, five notches below
normal. The IMD has fore-
cast that light rain is likely
on Thursday.

The Capital had on
Tuesday logged a mini-
mum of 17.6 degrees Celsi-
us, 10 notches below nor-
mal and the lowest
temperature ever record-
ed in June, owing to rain-
fall, thunderstorm and
gusty winds under the in-
fluence of a western
disturbance.

The maximum tempera-
ture on Tuesday was 33.6
degrees Celsius, seven
notches below normal.

Delhi, this year, record-
ed a mean maximum tem-
perature of 37.5 degrees
Celsius in May, the lowest
for the month in 13 years.
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Owing to the pandemic, the university saw a delayed

admission process last year. =FILE PHOTO: V.V. KRISHNAN

it. It has also been decided
that assessment for the inter-
mediary batch will be based
on marks obtained in the
previous semester — that is,
in their third semester — and
internal assessment marks”
“A 50% weightage will be
given to both the internal as-
sessment marks and results
of the previous semester.

This is the same as what was
followed last year,” said Mr.
Rawat.

Plea to cancel exams

The year-end semester ex-
aminations were initially
scheduled to be held in May.
However, the university de-
ferred the same due to the
raging second wave of the

COVID-19 pandemic. Several
students and teachers’
groups had urged the univer-
sity to cancel the examina-
tions in view of the
pandemic.

Officials also added that a
decision about examinations
of first-year students will be
taken at a later date.

“Students who are in their
second semester now had
their first semester examina-
tion only in March this year.
Their second semester exam-
inations will not be due be-
fore July-August. So a deci-
sion about that will only be
taken at a later date,” Mr. Ra-
wat said.

Owing to the pandemic,
the varsity saw a delayed ad-
mission process last year
with the first cut-off list for
undergraduate courses being
released only in October.
Classes for the first-semester
students had commenced on
November 18.

Four arrested for stabbing teenager
to death following quarrel over girl

‘Gaurav and Kunal had enmity as both liked the same girl

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
A 19-year-old teen was
stabbed to death in South
Delhi’s Ambedkar Nagar on
Tuesday night. Four persons
have been arrested in the
case, the police said.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (South) Atul Thakur
said that the victim has been
identified as Kunal Sanwari-
ya

Sohil (18), Gaurav (19),
Roop (18) have been identi-
fied among the four ac-
cused. The knife used in
commission of crime has al-
so been recovered, the pol-

ice said.

Kunal’s family said that
around 9 p.m., he had
stepped out of the house to
buy a cake for his father’s
birthday surprise. “An hour
later, we got worried and
while we thought we should
look for him, his friends
came and told us that he had
been stabbed,” Kunal’s aunt
Sunita said.

Kunal was rushed to Max
Hospital where he was de-
clared brought dead.

Video surfaced
A video of the incident sur-
faced in which the accused

can be seen ganging up
against the victim, thrashing
him and later stabbing him
multiple times. They had an
argument about a girl they
both liked, the police said.

Due to the enmity bet-
ween the two and Gaurav
decided to kill Kunal. Mr.
Thakur said that a case on
charges of murder was regis-
tered and investigation was
taken up.

During the probe, it was
found that two knives were
ordered online by the ac-
cused. The four accused
were subsequently arrested,
he said.

Many say could have done well in Boards but happy with decision to cancel exams

JAIDEEP DEO BHANJ
NEW DELHI

Responding to the cancella-
tion of the CBSE Class 12
board examination, students
in the Capital said that they
were relieved as the wait was
finally over.

Several students in the ci-
ty said that they could have
gotten higher marks if they
sat for the examination but
felt that they were not in the
frame of mind to sit for such
an examination during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The CBSE is yet to an-
nounce the formula for cal-
culating the process they are
going to use, but students
feel that since they have an
option to sit for the examina-
tion on a future date, this is
the best possible way to not
let them left hanging without
a score to seek admission in-
to programmes of study at
the undergraduate level.

Ananya Sangwan who was
scheduled to take the exami-
nation this year said, “Most
of us are not even able to
meet our family and friends
at the moment, so the idea
that we would have to sit in a
room with other people and
give exams was quite ludi-
crous. Our lives are worth
more than any marks we
could have secured.”

She added that she could
have possibly scored better
than her predicted grades gi-
ven by the school but after
spending one and a half
years studying the same
course and not being able to
move past it, she and her
friends were too mentally

drained to take the
examination.
Faced hardships

Some of the students said
that the past year has been
anything but ordinary and
the exam being conducted
also needs to be a reflection
of the way teaching took
place. “Given the familial,
social and financial hard-
ships that children have
gone through this year, in-

Innovative therapy: Police personnel seen inhaling steam from a pressure cooker as a precautionary measure against COVID-19
in Ghaziabad on Wednesday. =r.v. MoORTHY

Central Vista: plea in SC challenges

HC’s dismissal of petition to halt work

‘Workers brought in daily when curbs were in place’

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
WDELHI

A Supreme Court lawyer on
Wednesday appealed to the
apex court against a Delhi
High Court judgment dismis-
sing a plea to stop construc-
tion activity at the Central
Vista area in the Capital
amidst a surge in the
pandemic.

Advocate Pradeep Kumar
Yadav said the High Court
erred in concluding that the
workers stayed at the site
whereas they were brought
in daily from outside at a
time when restrictions were
in place on public movement
to halt the spread of the vi-
rus, which has claimed thou-
sands of lives.

»

“The High Court failed to
appreciate that allowing a big
construction work with a
huge number of innocent la-
bourers to continue during
peak COVID-19 pandemic pe-
riod is a serious public health
issue concern,” Mr. Yadav’s
petition said.

Not justified
The special leave petition
was not justified in holding
that the Central Vista Avenue
Redevelopment project was
an essential activity during
the peak pandemic crisis
“The HC was not justified
in holding that the workers of
Central Vista Avenue Redeve-
lopment project was residing
at the site... government and

SPCPL in their respective affi-
davits have clearly stated that
the workers of the project
were staying at the Sarai Kale
Khan camp which is not pro-
ject site... Movement pass
was issued to labourers and
supervisors to construction
site,” the plea stated.

The Delhi HC had found
no reason to suspend the
construction activities as the
workers were staying at the
project site. It concluded
that “COVID-19 protocols are
being adhered to and CO-
VID-19-appropriate  beha-
viour is being followed”. It
imposed 1 lakh costs on the
petitioners, Anya Malhotra
and Sohail Hashmi, for filing
a “motivated petition”.
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The CBSE is yet to announce the evaluation process but this is the best way to not leave us
hanging without a score when we seek admission in universities, say students. =fiLe pHoTO

cluding losing loved ones to
the virus and caring for
those infected by it, most
children may not have per-
formed to their full potential
in offline exams,” said Aman
Sharma.

He feels that the due to ir-
regular classes in rural areas
and a large digital divide bet-
ween sections of society, the
decision of cancelling offline
boards was a fair and equita-
ble socio-economic decision
taken by the government to
favour students and their
health.

Admissions abroad
On the issue of admissions to
universities, Mr. Sharma said
that most universities
aboard have already finished
taking student admissions,
and many colleges in India
require entrance exams any-
way, so the CBSE score will
only be a qualifying exami-
nation. “For those who may
still want to sit for an exam in
case they are not happy with
their internal marks, they
can always do so once the sit-
uation is conducive as the
CBSE has given them an op-
tion to choose this too,” he
added.

For Ms. Sangwan who has

already secured admission
abroad, she said that she is
happy that the CBSE has ta-
ken a decision as she was
worried with her results get-
ting delayed as many univer-
sities had sent out emails to
their students saying that if
the boards did take place,
and the marksheets came
post the due date to submit
the final results, the offers
would be rescinded and stu-
dents would have to reapply
next year, which would
mean taking a gap year and
competing with a larger pool
of applicants as well.

“While my intended un-
iversity hadn’t made a state-
ment yet, [ was quite wor-
ried as the semester there
starts in mid-August, and it
seemed as though I wouldn’t
be able to go, or even get my
final marksheet by then,” she
said.

JNU Vice-Chancellor M. Ja-
gadesh Kumar said that in
most higher educational in-
stitutes, the admission into
undergraduate programmes
is through an entrance ex-
amination and where their
isn’t one, the universities
can devise appropriate pro-
cedures for admission which
are fair and transparent.

“We will conduct the en-
trance examination whenev-
er it is safe for the students to
write. We need to find opti-
mal solutions rather than
feel anxious about the chal-
lenges faced by the pandem-
ic. Our Indian educational
system is capable of meeting
these challenges,” Mr. Ku-
mar said.

Devastating impact

Some students however, felt
that the cancellation of ex-
ams would have a devastat-
ing impact on their college
admission chances where
even a single mark could
make the difference.

Sehaj Chaudhary said that
students and their parents
spent years and resources on
education that ultimately is
defined by Class 12 board
marks.

“I wanted to secure ad-
mission into SRCC, Delhi Un-
iversity, and had worked
hard for it. Now I am not
sure what the admission cri-
teria is going to be. For
years, the criteria has been
on the final examination and
not on the internal assess-
ments so I was aiming to do
well in them,” Ms. Chaud-
hary said.

Murder case: Sushil Kumar
sent to 9-day judicial custody

Court rejects police request of extending custody by 3 days

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Wednesday
sent wrestler Sushil Kumar
to nine-day judicial custody
in the alleged murder case of
wrestler Sagar Dhankar.

He was produced before a
magistrate at Saket court
where the police requested
extension of his custody by
three more days, citing more
recoveries were to be done.
However, the magistrate re-
fused their request.

Upset since morning
A police officer said that Mr.
Kumar was upset since Wed-
nesday morning and was
crying in the lock-up as he
did not want to go to jail. It
was his last day of police
custody.

During his days in police
custody, he used to tell his
stories of wrestling days

Complex in Delhi on Wednesday. =pmi

when he had won national
and international medals for
India. “When we used to
question him about his invol-
vement in the crime, he used
to start telling his stories or
go silent. He used to follow a
strict routine while being in
the custody,” said the officer.
He used to start and end his
day with exercise.

The officer said that Mr.
Kumar and his accomplice
Ajay Sehrawat were taken to
Haridwar on Monday for the
recovery of mobile phones
and other articles but they
returned empty-handed.

Sagar died after being al-
legedly assaulted by Mr. Ku-
mar and others at Chhatrasal
Stadium on May 4.

SC verdict today on Vinod Dud’s petition

He had moved court to quash a sedition case against him for a YouTube telecast

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court is sche-
duled to pronounce its judg-
ment on Thursday on a peti-
tion filed by senior journalist
and Padma Shri awardee Vi-
nod Dua to quash a sedition
case registered against him
in Himachal Pradesh for his
YouTube telecast on the Del-
hi riots last year.

Mr. Dua and his wife are
recovering from COVID-19.

A Bench led by Justice
U.U. Lalit would primarily
decide whether Mr. Dua’s ar-
gument that government
meets criticism with charges
of sedition holds.

“There is a recent trend
against the media where
State governments, who do
not find a particular telecast

Vinod Dua

to be in sync with their polit-
ical ideologies, register FIRs
against persons of the media
primarily to harass them and
to intimidate them so that
they succumb to the line of
the State or else face the
music at the hands of the
police,” Mr. Dua had submit-
ted in the apex court.

The judgment comes even
as the Supreme Court, in a
separate case on sedition
charges levelled against two
Telugu channels by the And-
hra Pradesh government,
had said it was time to define
the limits of the sedition law.

Accused of fake news
The complaint against Mr.
Dua was filed by a BJP leader.
The senior journalist was ac-
cused of spreading fake
news. Besides sedition, the
other charges include caus-
ing public nuisance, printing
of defamatory matter and
making statements condu-
cive to public mischief.
During the court hearing,
senior advocate Vikas Singh
had read out excerpts from
Mr. Dua’s telecast and sub-

»

mitted that “if this makes out
to be sedition, then half the
country is committing the
crime”. Mr. Singh had ar-
gued that criticism of public
measures or a comment on
government action, however
strongly worded, would be
within reasonable limits of
free speech. Fair criticism
was not sedition

The apex court had pro-
tected Mr. Dua from arrest in
June 2020.

Mr. Dua had approached
the Supreme Court after the
Himachal Pradesh Police ap-
peared at his residence on
June 12 last year and ordered
him to be present at the re-
mote Kumarsain police sta-
tion — at least a 20-hour
drive from Delhi — the very
next day (June 13) at 10 a.m.
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HC asks Delhi govt. whether it
can give 2nd dose of Covaxin

Court asks why so many jab centres were launched if supply was uncertain

Timings
DELHI
THURSDAY, JUN. 03
RISE  05:24 SET 19:16
RISE 01:23 SET 13:07
FRIDAY, JUN. 04
RISE 05:24 SET 19:16
RISE 01:53 SET 14:00
SATURDAY, JUN. 05
RISE  05:24 SET 19:17
RISE  02:22 SET 14:53

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 37 22
Safdarjang 37 22
Palam 36 24

Delhi Palam Today

37°C Comfortable morning
and very warm day likely to
prevail with occasional partly
cloudy sky. Thunderstorm
likely at isolated places.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
38°C A comfortable morning
and hot day. Thunderstorm
may occur at few places.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.
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Govt. aims at planting
33 lakh saplings: Rai

NEW DELHI

Environment Minister Gopal
Rai said that the government
will start the annual
plantation drive on Saturday
and they aim at planting 33
lakh saplings. “Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal had given a
guarantee before elections
that we will plant 2 crore
saplings in the next five years
and our target is to plant 33
lakh saplings this year, which
is nearly twice the Centre's
target,” Mr. Rai said.

North body
chalks out plans
to resolve
waterlogging

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

North Delhi Municipal Cor-
poration Mayor Jai Prakash
held a meeting with offi-
cials of various depart-
ments regarding waterlog-
ging in Kirari during
monsoons, on Wednesday.

In addition to officials
from the corporation, offi-
cials from the Public Works
Department, DSIDC and Ir-
rigation and Flood Control
Department were also
present.

Mr. Jai Prakash said wa-
terlogging issues arise ev-
ery year during the mon-
soon in Agar Nagar,
Mubarakpur Dabas, Kirari
Suleman Nagar and Kirari
area under the Kirari As-
sembly constituency, due
to which citizens have to
face a lot of problems.

During the meeting, Mr.
Jai Prakash directed all the
officers to ensure that
there is no issue of water-
logging anywhere in Kirari
during this year’s monsoon
and they should take all
measures to deal with it.

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday sent a notice to
the AAP government seeking
its stand on whether it could
provide the second dose of
Covaxin to those who got the
first jab, before expiry of the
six-week incubation period
between the two doses.

Justice Rekha Palli re-
marked that if the Delhi go-
vernment could not ensure
people received both Covax-
in doses within the stipulat-
ed time, then it should not
have started so many vacci-
nation centres with “much
pomp and splendour”.

The HC also issued notice
to the Centre on two pleas to
make second doses of both
Covaxin and Covishield
available in the Capital.

“Why did you [the Delhi
government] start it [vacci-
nation] if you were not sure
you can also provide the se-
cond dose? You should have
stopped. Maharashtra

R 8 \
COVID-19 vaccination in progress at a centre in Lalbagh

on Wednesday. =susHIL KUMAR VERMA

stopped when it found it
could not provide the se-
cond dose,” the HC said.

“You opened so many vac-
cination centres with so
much pomp and splendour,
and now you say you don’t
know when the second dose
stock would be available,”
the court remarked.

One of the petitions is
filed by an advocate, Ashish
Virmani, who received the
first dose of Covaxin on May
3 and since May 29 has been

unable to book a slot for re-
ceiving the second dose,
which has to be taken within
six weeks of the first.

Mr. Virmani said he had to
travel to Meerut in Uttar Pra-
desh to receive the second
dose of the vaccine.

The Delhi government’s
Additional Standing Counsel
Anuj Aggarwal said that the
matter of securing stocks
was presently between the
State and the manufacturer.

The counsel said he, too,

Positivity rate in Gurugram drops
t0 1.63% after 32-day lockdown

Daily cases fall from 4,435 on April 30 to just 86 on June 1

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

The COVID-19 positivity rate
in Gurugram has dwindled by
more than 33 points to 1.63%
during the 32-day lockdown
till June 1. The number of dai-
ly cases has also gone down
from 4,435 to 86 over this
period.

The Haryana government
had imposed the lockdown in
Gurugram on April 30 night
to contain the spread of the
virus. As per the district
health department, Guru-
gram had a positivity rate of
34.9% on April 30 with 4,435
fresh cases and the recovery
rate stood at 69.76%. The cas-
es were doubled every 23.35
days.

However, a sharp improve-
ment has been recorded in
the situation during the lock-

A girl getting vaccinated at a
centre in Gurugram.
= MANOJ KUMAR

down with just 86 fresh cases
being recorded on June 1, as
per the daily health bulletin,
and the positivity rate falling
to 1.63%. The recovery rate
has also gone up to 98.79%.
The number of daily cases
further fell down to 83 on
Wednesday. The district now
has 1,073 active cases, as per
the latest statistics. As many
as 836 people have died so far

with nine more deaths on
Wednesday. Besides, 184 pa-
tients with mucormycosis,
better known as “black fun-
gus”, are under treatment at
various hospitals in the dis-
trict and 45 have recovered.

Sero-survey

In a related development,
Chief Medical Officer Viren-
der Yadav said the third
round of sero-survey in the
district would be kicked offin
the second week of this
month. A total of 400 sam-
ples will be collected.

The survey will be con-
ducted in four urban clusters
falling under Urban Primary
Healthcare Centres of Mul-
lahera, Basai Enclave, Nahar-
pur and Patel Nagar. A dozen
rural areas will also be co-
vered.

was yet to receive his second
dose and added that there
was scarcity of Covaxin.

Incubation period

The counsel said he would
seek instructions on by
when Covaxin stock would
be available, and whether
those who received the first
dose could be provided the
second dose within the stip-
ulated time of six weeks.

The second petition filed
by one Rajeev Parashar said
he was administered the first
dose of Covaxin on March 4
and the second dose of the
same vaccine had to be ad-
ministered to him between
June1to15.

Mr. Parashar, 35, said the
decision of the Delhi govern-
ment to put on hold the vac-
cination drive for the 18-44
years age group on hold till
June 10 puts him at a signifi-
cant risk of failure to receive
the second dose in time.

The Delhi HC will hear the
case again on June 4.

Positivity rate dips further to
0.78%, city sees 576 new cases

There are 9,364 active cases; 103 deaths push toll to 24,402

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The downward trend in CO-
VID-19 cases continued with
576 new cases being report-
ed in the last 24 hours, tak-
ing the total cases to
14,27,439, according to a
health bulletin released by
the Delhi government on
Wednesday.

The test positivity rate
(TPR) fell to 0.78%, which
means that less than one
person out of 100 people
taking COVID-19 tests are
now positive for the virus.

The TPR was 0.88% on
Tuesday and this is the third
consecutive day in which the
figures are below 1%. The
TPR was as high as 36% on
April 22 and has been com-
ing down since then.

Also, 103 deaths were re-
ported and the total number
of deaths stood at 24,402.

A total of 73,451 tests were
done in a day, the bulletin
said. Of the total cases,
13,93,673 people have reco-
vered and there are 9,364

Medical workers conducting COVID-19 test in north Delhi's

Indira Nagar on Wednesday. =susHiL KUMAR VERMA

active cases.

Delhi has been facing a
shortage of vaccines and
free vaccination for the 18-
44 age group has not been
happening in government
schools for over about 10
days now, as per an official
bulletin.

Shortage continues

“Delhi does not have vac-
cines for the youngsters bet-
ween the age of 18-44 years.
This is a segment that wants
to get vaccinated. Even now,
the youngsters are being ad-

ministered the vaccines only
in the private hospitals. This
is a matter of concern for the
youth. Those who had got
vaccinated in the first week
of May, have to get their se-
cond dose soon,” AAP leader
Atishi said.

A total of 54,60,010 doses
of vaccine have been admi-
nistered in the city and there
are more than 42 lakh peo-
ple, who have been adminis-
tered the first dose and
12,41,000 people have been
administered both the dos-
es, she said.

Police to deploy COVID-19 Quick Reaction Teams

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
Taking lessons from the
past, the Delhi police are rea-
dying themselves in advance
to fight against an expected
third wave of cases.

They are going to deploy
COVID-19 Quick Reaction
Teams (QRT) in the South

West district.

After facing many chal-
lenges and disastrous situa-
tions during the second
wave of the pandemic, the
South West District police is
planning to deploy four well-
equipped QRTs for providing
immediate medical assis-
tance and oxygen support

for infected patients.

DCP (South West) Ingit
Pratap Singh said that under
the YUVA initiative of Delhi
Police, they have selected 30
YUVA trainees and is train-
ing them on first aid, CPR,
disaster management opera-
tion of oxygen concentrators
etc. through NGO partners

BIP decries Delhi govt’s stepmotherly
treatment to municipal corporations

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The BJP on Wednesday ac-
cused the Delhi government
of stepmotherly treatment
towards the three civic bo-
dies.

Delhi BJP president Adesh
Gupta alleged that as many as
111 corporation employees in-
cluding doctors, paramedical
staff, nurses, teachers, safai
karamcharis had lost their

Court order shows BJP’s complete failure: AAP

‘No corporation has been asked by court to sell its property to pay salaries’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Deputy Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia on Wednesday
said that the BJP has “com-
pletely failed” in managing
the municipal corporation
and the court has asked the
civic body to sell assets to pay
its own employees.

“The Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi is in deep wa-
ters. They are facing a big
challenge. Voters have, for
the last 20 years, voted for
the BJP on the promise that it
will ensure streamlined oper-
ations in the municipal cor-
poration that it would look af-

ter the improvement of
schools, hospitals and other
welfare facilities. Instead, the
BJP has completely failed in
its management of municipal
corporation. Their failure
and mismanagement are in-
comparable,” Mr. Sisodia said
in a statement.

‘Own responsibility’
He said that the BJP should
take full responsibility and
accept its “absolute failure”
in managing the corporation.
“Municipal corporation is
facing one of the biggest chal-
lenges in its basic function-
ing. No corporation has ever

been asked by the court to
sell its property, their assets
to pay salaries of its em-
ployees. This situation would
not have arisen if BJP had
made dedicated efforts in
managing it. Our workers
who have been in the fore-
front of the crisis in munici-
pal corporation would not
have had to face this kind of
embarrassment and insult of
not being paid had the BJP
managed its operations well,”
he said.

Mr. Sisodia said the situa-
tion that the civic body is fac-
ing is because of the BJP and
their “corruption and petty

politics”. He said that one of
the main areas that the cor-
poration is responsible for is
cleanliness, but the BJP can-
not point towards even a sin-
gle ward in Delhi and claim
that they have made it into a
‘model ward’.

“Nobody knows where the
money earmarked for the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi and its employees is go-
ing. How will our teachers
teach? How are doctors going
to treat patients? How is the
cleaning staff going to sani-
tise Delhi? We don’t know
where the money is going,”
the Minister said.

lives in the line of duty over
the last year. These included
57 from the North body, 38
from the South body and 16
from the East body. “But sad-
ly the Kejriwal government
refuses to treat them as coro-
na warriors and deny them
compensation” he alleged.
Leader of Opposition
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri alleged
that the Delhi government
did not help corporation-run

hospitals and their em-
ployees even during the pan-
demic. “Out of eight corpora-
tion hospitals, six were
engaged in COVID treatment
while COVID Care Centres
were also started. But when
the corporations wanted to
open these centres again
during the second wave, the
State govt. wasted precious
time in granting permission,”
he alleged.

and hospitals.

“After completing the
training, these YUVA volun-
teers will be equipped with
oxygen concentrators. They
will be deployed in QRT vans
to respond to emergency
calls for providing first aid
support to COVID-19 pa-
tients,” said Mr. Singh.
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Stuck at home, centenarian struggles to get vaccine

NGO seeks govt.s help to get her vaccinated at home, highlights difficulties of disabled in getting jab

NIKHIL M BABU
NEW DELHI

Padma Ranganathan, a 100-
year-old woman, is finding
it difficult to get vaccinated
against COVID-19 and an or-
ganisation has sought go-
vernment’s help to get her
vaccinated at home.

The organisation, which
works for differently abled
people, also highlighted
other problems faced by
differently abled and trans-
genders in accessing vacci-
nation.

“She has not stepped out
of the house since the be-
ginning of the pandemic
and because of it, she has
been safe so far. It is not ea-
sy for her to go to a hospital
because of her advanced

Padma Ranganathan at
her house in Saket.
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

age. She lives on the first
floor and it is difficult to
bring her down too. Also,
we don’t want her to be ex-
posed to the virus by going
outside,” Reena Ramachan-

dran (80), her daughter,
told The Hindu.

She said her mother had
turned 100 last year. “If
home vaccination is hap-
pening in other parts of the
country, then why not
here?” she asked.

Free pick up, drop

Preeti Johar, the CEO of Fa-
mily of Disabled, an NGO
which works for differently
abled, said they were offer-
ing free pick up and drop fa-
cility for people to get vacci-
nated and that is how they
came to know about the
case .

“Her daughter from Lon-
don contacted me and said
her mother walks even in-
side the house with a walk-

er. She was very worried
about how to get her moth-
er vaccinated and we have
been in touch with her for
the last one week,” she said.
“There are a lot of diffe-
rently abled people who are
facing issues to get vaccinat-
ed and the government
should vaccinate them on
priority basis,” Ms. Johar.

Lagging behind

The organisation, ‘Doctors
with Disabilities: Agents of
Change’, has written to the
Chief Minister about the is-
sue and also said that Delhi
government is unfortunate-
ly “lagging behind” in so-
cially affirmative drives to-
wards disabled  and
transgenders.

“Despite the claims from
the same government in the
previous as well as the cur-
rent tenure, Delhi got neith-
er a separate department
for persons with disabilities
as promised by the Social
Welfare Minister nor the
Transgender Welfare
Board. The pandemic has
disproportionately affected
the marginalised communi-
ty and we are not even see-
ing vaccine equity,” the let-
ter read.

When contacted, Saten-
dra Singh, a government
doctor, who is the founder
of the collective, said that
the 100-year-old is “dis-
abled due to her age”. He
has spoken to the officials
to get her vaccinated.
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Medicine Department
Medicine (ICU)
Surgery Department
Ortho Department
Gynae Department
Paed. Department
Eye Department
ENT Department
Skin Department
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Schedule Caste
O.B.C.

Person with disability
General Category

QUALIFICATIONS :

PERFORMA

1. Name

2. Slo, D/o.W/o

3. M.B.B.S. passed during the year
4 Date of birth

or birth certificate be attached.)

Residence Address

College

7.  Category (Gen/SC/OBC/Person
with Disability)

8. Internship completed/Completing on

Do

1 From To

(Photocopy of Matriculation Certificate

9. Name of Hospital from Internship done

HEALTH DEPARTMENT

GOVT. MULTI SPECIALTY HOSPITAL

SECTOR-16, CHANDIGARH

Applications are invited for filling up 37 No’s of posts of House Surgeons on plain paper for six months tenure from 01.07.2021 to
31.12.2021 in the various departments of Govt. Multi-Speciality Hospital Sector — 16, Chandigarh.

:- Fixed Stipend of Rs. 31,500/- will be paid per month
Reserved for Schedule Casts/OBC/Person with Disability
:05No's
109 No's
:01 No's
122 No's
If no candidate is available from reserve category, SC, OBC & person with disability, the same post will be adjusted in the General
Category. No separate circular/advertisement will be given.

M.B.B.S. From recognized university and completed/ completing internship on or before 30.06.2021.

Period

2 From To

Period

10.  Mobile Number.

11.  Order of Preference for the Department

14. Exact % age in Final year | & II :

Nati | Medical C

M.B.B.S. Pass Certificate
Internship Completion Certificates

1
2

3

4. Detail Marks in all professions.
5. House job already done.

6 Character Certificate

7
8

9.  Attempt Certificate

Note:-

also on the Notice Board of the office.

12.  Age limit: Age of the candidate should not be more than 30 years as on 01-07-2021.
13. Total marks in final year (part | & part 1I) MBBS only

Obtained
% age.

15. The candidate who have done their MBBS from abroad. They should also attach the copy of pass certificate of test from
of India, New Delhi (Mentioning total marks and obtained marks) duly attested.

The applicants are requested to attach the following Certificate (duly attested) with the application.

SC/OBC/Person with Disability Certificates.

Permanent Registration with National Medical Commission or state Medical Council.
The provisional registration certificate who are going to complete internship on 30.06.2021.

10. Copy of provisional internship completion certificate who are going to complete on 30.06.2021.
11.  Two attested passport size latest photographs.

12.  M.D/M.S candidates are not eligible.

13. The applications received after due date & time will not be entertained.
14. The candidates, who have already completed 02 (Two) House Jobs anywhere in India is not eligible.

The Selection shall be made only as per academic merit. All eligible candidates are requested to appear on 24.06.2021 at 10:00 A.M.
alongwith original documents / certificates in committee adjoining to the office of Medical superintendent M.S.office, (near Canteen)
GMSH-16, Chandigarh. No separate intimation will be sent. No T.A & D.A will be paid. No boarding and Lodging will be provided for ap-
pearing on the day for the selection of House Surgeons.

* The said notice is also being given on the website of NHM, U.T., Chandigarh i.e. www.nrhmchd.gov.in.

*  The last date for receipt of application is 19.06.2021 by 05:00 PM in the office of Medical Superintendent-cum-Jt. Principal Medical
Officer, Room No.24, (near canteen), Govt. Multi-Specialty Hospital, Sector-16, Chandigarh.

*  The Provisional list of eligible candidates will also be available on the website of NHM i.e. www.nrhmchd.gov.in on 22.06.2021 and

| Superi

Jt. Principal Medical officer
Govt. Multi-Specialty Hospital
Sector-16, Chandigarh
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Meghalaya
MLA faces
rape charge

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The Opposition Congress
in Meghalaya has demand-
ed the removal of an MLA
accused of raping a woman
from the committees of the
60-member Assembly.

The police on Tuesday
confirmed that a woman
had lodged an FIR against
National People’s Party
(NPP) legislator Thomas
Sangma for allegedly abus-
ing her sexually.

The NPP heads a coali-
tion government, with the
BJP as a constituent. The
legislator, representing the
Tura Assembly constituen-
cy, is also the chief advisor
to Chief Minister Conrad K.
Sangma.

In a letter to Speaker
Metbah Lyngdoh, former
Minister and senior Con-
gress leader Ampareen
Lyndoh said the Tura MLA
must be removed from the
House committees because
of the seriousness of the
charges against him.

Mr. Sangma is the Chair-
man of the Assembly Com-
mittee on Estimates and a
member of the Committee
on Public Accounts.

SATYASUNDAR BARIK
BHUBANESWAR

A week after very severe cy-
clonic storm, Yaas, struck
Odisha coast, the State go-
vernment on Wednesday
said 60 lakh people in 11,000
villages were affected while
the natural disaster caused
loss to the tune of 610
crore.

Chief Minister Naveen Pat-
naik reviewed the loss in-
curred due to Cyclone Yaas
and post-cyclone restoration
activities here. The cyclone
had made a landfall in Bala-
sore district affecting many
northern and coastal dis-
tricts on May 26 and 27. The
government had then an-
nounced to complete dam-
age assessment within a
week.

CM lauds efforts

“The district administra-
tions had made commenda-
ble efforts to save lives of pe-
ople. They had also
completed restoration with-
in in a very short time. We
need to document right from

Seawater}nundates agricultural fields during landfall of
Cyclone Yaas at Chandipur in Balasore district. =fiLe pHOTO: PTI

prediction of cyclone, our
preparedness, evacuation of
people, cyclone’s landfall
and our response so that it
will help us in disaster man-
agement in the future,” said
Mr. Patnaik.

Chief Secretary Suresh
Chandra Mohapatra and
Special Relief Commissioner
P. K. Jena briefed the Odisha
Chief Minister about loss
caused by the cyclone and

post-cyclone  restoration
works.

“A total of 150 villages
were submerged in the
storm. Saline water dam-
aged standing crop in vast
agricultural fields,” said Mr.
Mohapatra.

“About 60 lakh people in
11,000 villages were affected
by Cyclone Yaas. The loss of
government infrastructure
in the cyclone was to the
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The recent closed-door
meeting between leaders of
two alliance partners of the
ruling NDA in Bihar has
sparked speculations in the
State’s political corridor of a
new power equation.
Though the two leaders,
Jitan Ram Manjhi of the Hin-
dustani Awam Morcha (Sec-
ular) and Mukesh Sahani of

60 lakh people aftected due to
Cyclone Yaas, says Odisha govt. -

-~ “The natural disaster also caused financial loss to the tune of Y610 crore’

tune of ¥520 crore while
private assets worth 390
crore were lost. The total
loss was 610 crore while
%66 crore is required for car-
rying out relief work,” said
Mr. Jena. According to re-
port, schools, anganwadi
centres and panchayat roads
suffered damage worth 3277
crore.

Power restored

As far as power restoration is
concerned, 99.8% of 30 lakh
affected consumers have
been supplied electricity. As
many as 230 transformers
had to be replaced. The total
loss to energy infrastructure
was 150 crore. Similarly,
246 roads were damaged in
the cyclone.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had announced 500
crore as immediate relief as-
sistance for the State after re-
viewing impact of the cy-
clone in Odisha and West
Bengal. However, an inter-
ministerial team is likely to
visit the State to assess the
extent of damage.

has set tongues wagging
since they have of late been
critical of the ruling NDA
while being soft on the Op-
position RJD leader Lalu
Prasad.

‘Govt. won’t last long’

“The NDA government in
Bihar will only last a few
days or months. Leaders of
the two allies are not com-
fortable in the govern-

Examine excessive powers

given to GST panel: Badal

‘GST Council nod must for decisions’

VIKAS VASUDEVA
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Finance Minister
Manpreet Singh Badal has
asked the Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man to examine with ‘all se-
riousness’, what he termed
‘excessive delegation’ of
powers to GST implementa-
tion committee (GIC).

In a letter written to Ms.
Sitharaman in the backdrop
of the recently held GST
Council meeting, Mr. Badal
said in the meeting he
raised the issue of the need
to obtain the Council’s ap-
proval for decisions taken
by the GIC. The GIC in-
volves bureaucrats, which
takes decisions in the pe-
riod between Council
meetings.

Pointing out that Pun-

jab’s decision to profter this

concern emanates not from
any desire for deliberate
fault finding, but to en-
hance the Council’s ability
to collectively make deci-
sions that are backed by
consensus and unsuscepti-
ble to potential future legal
challenges, Mr. Badal said
he deemed it necessary to

Manjhi-Sahani meet sparks speculation

The leaders are said to be disenchanted with Bihar govt.

Sabha member Akhilesh
Singh told media persons
on Wednesday.

Asked if an RJD-led go-
vernment would be formed
in Bihar, he said, “the RJD
has the most number of
MLAs, so who else will lead
the formation?”

Another senior Congress
leader and party spokesper-
son Prem Chandra Mishra
said it appeared that Mr.
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What's app: +64211693222

SAD DEMISE

Passed away on 1st June 2021
Cremated on same day.
Thergly monrncd by

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES

2™ YEAR ANNIVERSARY

We miss you every moment in

For enquiries on
announcements in this
section, please contact our
office at the following number
between 10a.m. and 8p.m.
New Delhi : 011- 43579797
Rate for New Delhi:
(Minimum Rs. 320/- 2 Lines
Extra Line - Rs.160/-)
(B/W Display): Rs.60/Per Sq.cm
(Clr Display) : Rs.70/Per Sq.cm
Log on to
www.thehinduads.com
For Placing Advertisements

Online

our life. Your presence continues
to surround us, in our hearts,

Fondly Remembered by

+1B61IT543985 / UB40029958

K. P. SAROJINI
21.12.1928 - 03.06.2019

you are always there,

Family Members

9841144541

SIXTEENTH ANNIVERSAR

In memory of your loved ones

To dedicate a space in this section,
Please contact:

011-43579797

from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. &
For Placing Advertisements
Online log on to

www.thehinduads.com

31.05.66

C.N. HARI

{Managing Director)
03.06.2005

Railway  Website of Material
Management  Department i.e.
www.wr.indianrailways.gov.in as well

Vikashil Insaan Party, said it
was a courtesy meeting, it

ment,” senior State Con-
gress leader and Rajya

Manjhi was disappointed
with the NDA.

as on www.ireps.gov.in e-auction
portal for further information. 453

Like us on : [[3 facebook.com/WesternRly

CLASSIFIEDS MART

TO ADVERTISE:
www.thehinduads.com

011-43579738 * 43579797

AS  KAROL

|
2022-23 ALS BAGH

Alternative
Learning
Systems

AL

IAS ONLINE (LIVE) CLASSES

General Studies

Programme Director: Manoj Kumar Slngh
Founder & Managing Director: ALS

Batch Begins With l NE 15, “E
opEN SESSION [/72UNE | 15 JUNE

Fee: 118,000/ Take Admission before JUNE 10 to
offer Fee: 88,000/- WKt ] 30,000/-

ias preLirsw a0 DAY'S

™ Know All About ™ Know All About
Art of Self Study Memory Retention Techniques

By Manoj Kumar Singh 05 JUNE
Founder & Managing Director: ALS 11:30am
For Registration, Please contact at
+91-9891990011, +91-9999648884
www. alskarolbagh.com

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE| [PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large is hereby informed that| |Public at large is hereby informed that

gy o gfer {aarera, wgest fidid

HHI®: e /TR /202125 / (219), fadi® 01,06 /2021
FifareT g o gfsr o
(Corrigendum)
faRIy e gferd gEaerm &1 fder g HHIe SB/Store/2020-25
(141), Bhopal, Dated 17/03/2021 gIRT High End Server & other 5 items &
Fa &g s-Ffer ga smd @ 78 21 e & A 9w 5 e
qrel IS & Th-d! AMGUS! #H (Specification) H Torm fAfasr @r
ame e wal o CorifRres et & ey d gl w
(Corrigendum/Addendum) SITRY far Tar € S website https://
mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app WX TR T @1 J9Ese www.

mppolice.gov.in TR IUTET ¥ | WERS Yford Hel-RE,

faRly wmn(Sh), A, At
TN . 0755—2443654, Email: sec24-sb@mppolice.gov.in

G-12960/2021

$—3TcqadhTei fAfaer =T RDD/SD/GIRIDIH/
02/2021-22 fSTOdT H0SMRO AT 246543
Rural Development (21-22) D # omaRem
BT A IR fhar Siar 2 |
BT AT
g faerg faRiy ygsd
fiRSiE |

Punjab Finance Minister
Manpreet Singh Badal

clarify the State’s intent be-
cause despite some support
from other States during
the meeting, Punjab’s ob-
servations were not well re-
ceived and the discussions
that followed were tangen-
tial and inconclusive.

‘Examine issue’

“It is my firm conviction
that this issue is of the ut-
most importance and must
be examined with all se-
riousness by the Finance
Ministry, and perhaps even
considered in consultation
with the Law Ministry and
the Advocate General,” said
Mr. Badal.

No cell phone
use on duty:
Bihar DGP

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PATNA

Bihar Director General of
Police S.K. Singhal has
asked policemen and offi-
cials on duty not to use mo-
bile phones, other electron-
ic devices and social media
as it “affects image of the
police”.

“It has come to notice
that mobile phones and oth-
er electronic devices are be-
ing used unnecessarily by
policemen and officials on
duty. The unnecessary use
of mobile phones and con-
necting with social media
for their personal entertain-
ment distracts attention of
policemen from their res-
ponsibilities which impacts
their capabilities and effi-
ciency and this also comes
off as indiscipline,” Mr Sing-
hal said.

“Such conducts affect the
image of the police among
common people and media
too brings this into light,
which has a negative impact
on the impression of the
police force. So, policemen
and other officials are di-
rected not to use mobiles
and other electronic devic-
es on duty,” the DGP said.

Punjab Cabinet nod for
Special Purpose Vehicle

It will operate water supply schemes

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH
The Punjab Cabinet on Wed-
nesday gave the approval
for the creation of a Special
Purpose Vehicle (SPV) for
the operation and mainte-
nance of large multi-village
surface  water  supply
schemes across the State in
a bid to ensure sustainably
long-term supply of potable
water in rural areas of dis-
tricts where water quality
has been adversely affected.
The decision was taken at
a meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh.
This first such SPV in In-
dia will be a utility compa-
ny, the ‘Punjab Rural Water
(Utility) Company’, under
the Water Supply and Sani-
tation Department, said an
official statement.

The Chief Minister also
approved the opening of an
account in the name of the
SPV, with seed money of 325
crore allocated from The
World Bank’s funds (64%)
and the State budget (36%).
This will support the SPV’s
functioning in the initial five
years of its operations.

The allocation will help
meet the shortfall in reve-
nue collection, if any, to ful-
fil contractual obligations of
the SPV, and its administra-
tive expenses, added the
statement.

The Water Supply and
Sanitation Department is
currently in the process of
executing five new multi-vil-
lage surface water supply
projects covering 612 villag-
es of Amritsar, Tarn Taran
and Gurdaspur districts.

L A NS TGV T: V@ Auction Notice No.: 04/2021-22
E-Auction Program for the Month of June-2021

All prospective bidders are invited to participate in the on-line public auctions
being conducted for sale of scrap material.

E-Auction Dates

Jurisdiction of lots

Contact No.

17 & 30 June 2021

Dy.CMM/GSD/Gorakhpur

0551-2283558

22 June 2021

Dy.CMM/GSD/Izzatnagar

0581-2518138

25 June 2021

Sr. DMM/Lucknow

0522-2233113

24 June 2021

Sr. DMM/Varanasi

0542-2224819

14 & 29 June 2021

Sr. DMM/Izzatnagar

0581-2518104

Type of Material: Scrap Rail, Cast Iron, Melting, MS, condemned Rolling Stock
(Coaches, Wagons and Locomotives), Turning & Boring, Non-Ferrous such as

copper, Aluminium, Batteries etc.

o In the event of Auction not being completed on the same day, Auction June
be continued on the subsequent days also.

e Details of Auction catalogue, Procedure and Conditions of Sale are available at

www.ireps.gov.in

e This auction programme is also available on North Eastern Railway website

www.ner.indianrailways.gov.in

CPRO/S-06

Principal Chief Materials Manager, Gorakhpur

PR.NO.247381 Rural Development (21-22):D

my client namely Anil Kumar S/o Babu
Lal R/o C-9, Second Floor, Sawan Park,
Ashok Vihar, Delhi-110052 has severed
his relations with his son namely Nitin
Kumar due to his rude & dishonest
behavior and illegal threatening of false
cases to my client. He shall have no

my client namely Anil Kumar S/o Babu
Lal R/o C-9, Second Floor, Sawan Park,
Ashok Vihar, Delhi-110052 has severed
his relations with his son namely Vipin
Kumar due to his rude & dishonest
behavior and illegal threatening of false
cases to my client. He shall have no

right, claim in my client's moveable and
immovable properties. Anybody dealing
with them shall be doing so at their own
riskand costs.

Karan Aggarwal (Advocate)

right, claim in my client's moveable and

immovable properties. Anybody dealing

with them shall be doing so at their own
riskand costs.

Karan Aggarwal (Advocate)

Ch No. 720, Lawyers Chamber Complex, | Ch No. 720, Lawyers Chamber Complex,

Rohini Courts, Delhi-110085 Rohini Courts, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given on behalf of Axis Bank Ltd that Mr. Girdhari Lal Agrawal
intends to purchase & mortgage the Plot bearing no. 30, area measuring 360 sq.
yds., in Block-A, situated at Anand Vihar, Delhi with our client Axis Bank Ltd
against the financial assistance. Whereas, Mr. M.C. Misra S/o C.L. Misra & Mrs.
Prem Lata Misra W/o M.C. Misra have acquired the said property by way of
Conveyance Deed dt. 10.07.1997 and both expired on 29.11.2019 & 18.05.2016
respectively, leaving behind their legal heirs i.e.; 1) Mr. Neeraj Mishra, 2) Mr.
Pradeep Misra, 3) Mr. Manoj Mishra, all sons 4) Mrs Kalpana Ganesh daughter
and 5) Mrs. Ankur Pathak & 6) Mrs. Nupur Pathak both granddaughters (as per
Surviving Member Certificate) claims ownership of above said property as per
Hindu Succession Act as well as on the basis of Will dated 19.07.2019 of Late M. C.
Mishra. Now, 1) Mr. Neeraj Mishra, 2) Mr. Pradeep Misra, 3) Mr. Manoj Mishra, 4)
Mrs Kalpana Ganesh and 5) Mrs. Ankur Pathak & 6) Mrs. Nupur Pathak intend

DONATE EYES-GIFT SIGHT

cM
K

“Missing you every single moment
Bless and guide us to continue
with your goais & values”
Fondly Remembered by:
Wife, Son, Relatives,
Friends & Staff of
BESMAK COMPONENTS
PVT.LTD., Chennai.

to sell the said property to Mr. Girdhari Lal Agrawal.

About any passenger amenity complaint SMS on Mob. No.: 09794845955

Never travel on roof and foot boards.
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NIT No.- JBP-N-Tele-Tender-2021-2 ! trmmw-uaemmmwumw;mmt& ST g |
Invitation of E-tender on behalf of |1 _ LRI PR A A5 . RELEVENT 5 ALTGHTT IS AN Ak | gu | e e |

the president of India acting through
Sr. Divisional Engineer Signal &
Telecom (Co-ordination), West
Central Railway, Jabalpur for the
following works. NIT No. - JBP-N-
Tele-Tender-2021-2, Name of
Work with location - Supply,
Installation, Wiring, Testing &
Commissioning of Video
Surveillance system at stations
(GAR, NU, MML & KMZ) of
Jabalpur division of West Central
Railway. Approx cost of the work -
Rs. 1,47,50,844.08, Cost of tender
form (In Rs.) - Nil, Address of the
office of railway - DRM (S&T)’s
office, 1st floor, DRM Building,
Jabalpur, Earnest Money (InRs.) -
Rs. Nil, Completion period (In
Months) - 04 Months, Date & Time
for closing & Opening of Tender -
Closing on 15:00 hrs on 30.06.201
& Opening after 15:00 hrs. The
complete information of the above
“e-tender is available on
website”https://ireps.gov.in” and
also placed of notice board of the
Divisional Railway Manager(S&T)
Office, West Central Railway,

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

Sarmwed 1AHIZRANE S BAT

If any person(s) having objection regarding ownership or regarding mortgage of the
said property is/are requested to intimate in writing to undersigned within 15 days
from the date of issue of this notice at below address. In the event no information is
received within 15 days from date hereof, our Client i.e. Axis Bank Ltd. will proceed
with the mortgage process.

DEEPJYOT SINGH, ADVOCATE

A-13, LGF, South Extn-Il, New Dehi-49 # 011-26262610, 11, 12

»

Jabalpur. Tenders other than in the
form of e-bids shall not be accepted
against above tender.

Divisional Railway Manager(S&T)
West Central Railway, Jabalpur

ANS T 3

Date:29/05/2021
DIPK-2334/21

Subject:- CANCELLATION NOTICE

As per directions of Worthy Chief Engineer, vide his Communication No.
CE/PHE/DB/9157-62 dated 28-05-2021, the Works “Design
(Including Geo- Technical Analysis Soil Investigation)
construction, successful testing and commissioning including
trial run for 06 months Of 5.5MGD (25MLD) rapid sand W.T.P
comprising of intake chamber, 02 no Clariflocculator with flash
mixers, filter house, Raw water main, Delivery main, clear water
sumps, backwash tank with all electro Mechanical, instruments
installation as a composite unit to be constructed at Alusteng” put
to tenders vide this office e-NIT No. 01/WSMP of 04/2021 dated
05/04/2021 issued under endorsement No. 79-111 dated 05/04/2021
and “Providing, Laying, Jointing, Testing, Commissioning
Including Operation and Maintenance for Two Years of 800mm
700mm DIA. K9 D.I. Water Pipe Line From PHE Control Room at
Awanta Bhawan to Saidapora washout point via Bohlochipora” put
to tenders vide this office e-NIT No. Fresh e-NIT 45/WSMP of 03/2021
dated 22/03/2021 issued under endorsement No. 11880-11912 dated
22/03/2121 is hereby cancelled
No: WSMP/CC/1276-1309

Water Supply Master Plan Division

(Er. Mehraj Ud Din Bhat)

Sd/-

Executive Engineer

Srinagar

»

A ND-NDE
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Kerala House resolution seeks free jabs

It slams Centre’s policy that pushed
States to compete in the open market

Include vaccine brand in
certificates, says HC

KOCHI

A Division Bench of the
Kerala High Court on
Wednesday directed the
Centre to consider a plea for
including the original brand
name of the Covishield
vaccine, Oxford-AstraZeneca
COVID-19 vaccine, as well as
the passport number in the
vaccination certificates of
Non-Resident Indians. The
Bench directed the Centre to
take a decision on the plea in
three weeks.

Lockdown likely to be
extended in Karnataka
BENGALURU

Lockdown restrictions are
likely be extended by at least
another week after June 7 in
Karnataka, in line with the
recommendations of the
COVID-19 Technical Advisory
Committee. However, the
State is expected to allow
industries and the
construction sector to resume
from June 7.

Gangster Ravi Pujari
flown in to Kochi

KOCHI

Two days after the additional
chief judicial magistrate court
here granted it nine-day
custody, the Anti-Terrorism
Squad (ATS) of the Kerala
police brought gangster Ravi
Pujari to Kochi in Kerala on
Wednesday night in
connection with the
Panampilly Nagar beauty
parlour firing case.

Cartoonist Ibrahim
Badusha passes away
KOCHI

Cartoonist and former vice-
chairman of the Kerala
Cartoon Academy Ibrahim
Badusha died at Aluva in
Kerala on Wednesday. He was
37. He was undergoing
treatment for post-COVID-19
complications at the Aluva
Taluk Hospital. He was active
in creating awareness of
COVID-19 through cartoons.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala Assembly on
Wednesday passed a unani-
mous resolution urging the
Union government to pro-
vide COVID-19 vaccine free
of cost to the State.

Minister for Health, Wo-
men and Child Welfare Vee-
na George moved the resolu-
tion on Wednesday as the
State faced an acute shortage
of vaccines. The resolution
was moved one day after
Chief Minister Pinaryi Vi-
jayan reiterated in the House
that his government would
make available COVID-19
vaccines free of cost to the ci-
tizens and that one crore
vaccine doses had been or-
dered by the government.

The resolution moved by
the Health Minister was also

critical of the Union govern-
ment’s vaccine policy, which
pushed States to compete in
the open market for vaccine
purchase from manufactur-
ers. Free vaccines to combat
dangerous infectious diseas-
es were adopted as a nation-
al policy earlier. The Centre
was now asking the States to
procure vaccines from the
open market and this was
highly condemnable, the re-
solution said.

The first wave of COVID-19
had weakened the economy
and now the country was
battling to overcome the se-
cond wave. Speeding up the
vaccination would help the
economy and save lives, Ms.
George told the House.

The Centre was also asked
to allow other vaccines that
had the approval of the

Beating the virus: Beneficiaries outside a vaccination centre in
Palakkad, Kerala, on Wednesday. =musTAFAH K.k.

World Health Organization
(WHO) for emergency use
and those approved by the
European Medicines Agen-
cy, Medicines and Health-
care Products Regulatory
Agency, Pharmaceuticals
and Medical Devices Agency
and Food and Drug
Administration.

The resolution was ap-
proved by the House after in-
corporating amendments
moved by the Opposition.

Virus-hit Maoist leaders being
treated in Chhattisgarh forest

Maoist who came to Warangal for treatment arrested

ABHINAY DESHPANDE
HYDERABAD

Senior Maoist leaders, in-
cluding central committee
members Katakam Suder-
shan, alias Dula Dada, and
Thippiri Tirupathi, alias
Kummu Dada, have tested
positive for COVID-19 and
are undergoing treatment at
the Dandakaranya forest in
Chhattisgarh.

This was revealed to the
Telangana police by another
COVID-affected senior
Maoist leader, Gaddam Mad-
hukar, who was caught in
Warangal while on his way
to a private hospital in the
town from Chhattisgarh for
medical assistance.

Madhukar, who hails from

Kumram Bheem-Asifabad
district, was head of com-
munications for the Dandak-
aranya special zonal com-
mittee. While Madhukar had
managed to evade the police
for more than two decades,
it was COVID-19 that forced
him to break his self-im-
posed security measures.

The Telangana police said
COVID-affected Maoists may
step out of their “safe zones”
to opt for treatment at priv-
ate hospitals in the border-
ing districts.

Warangal Commissioner
of Police Tarun Joshi said
they received reliable inputs
about a large number of
Maoist cadre infected with
the virus.

On June 1, on receiving in-
put that one senior Maoist
was visiting Warangal for
better treatment from the
Chhattisgarh area, “We con-
ducted vehicle checks across
the district and intercepted
a vehicle at Mulugu Cross
Road, in which we found
Madhukar,” he said.

“Madhukar informed that
a large number of senior
Maoist cadre are suffering
from COVID-19. But the CPI
(Maoist) are not allowing
them to go outside for treat-
ment. The cadre are allowed
to go outside for getting bet-
ter treatment only when
their health condition takes
a turn for the worse,” Mr.
Joshi said.

This is the second time in
the ongoing first session of
the 15th Assembly that the
ruling Left Democratic Front
(LDF) and the Opposition
Congress-led United Demo-
cratic Front (UDF) joined
hands to pass a resolution.
The first was on May 31 in
which the Assembly unani-
mously passed a resolution
demanding the recall of
Lakshadweep Administrator
Praful Khoda Patel.

- ‘An attempt
- tocover up
COVID deaths’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Opposition United De-
mocratic Front (UDF) in
the Kerala Assembly on
Wednesday alleged that at-
tempts were on to cover up
COVID-19 deaths in the
State to project the “Kerala
model” to contain the pan-
demic.

Moving a notice for an
adjournment motion in the
Assembly, Indian Union
Muslim League legislator
M.K. Muneer said health
authorities had not been
able to pinpoint which var-
iant of the virus had caused
more deaths. “There has
been an attempt to cover
up deaths,” he said.

Kerala BJP paid 10 lakh
for tribal leader’s support

Surendran gave it, claims JRP treasurer

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A “payment” controversy
appeared to dog the BJP on
Wednesday around party
State president K. Suren-
dran and tribal leader and
chairperson of the Janadhi-
pathya Rashtriya Party
(JRP) C.K. Janu.

JRP State treasurer Pra-
seeda Azheekode claimed
that Mr. Surendran had paid
Ms. Janu 10 lakh in cash to
ensure her allegiance to the
National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA) and her pre-
sence at an election meeting
attended by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah.

Ms. Praseeda said she was
party to the alleged deal.
Anonymous persons had
flooded social media with a

voice clip, which was alleg-
edly a recording of a conver-
sation between the JRP trea-
surer and Mr. Surendran.

Ms. Praseeda alleged the
male voice at the opposite
end was that of Mr. Suren-
dran. She said the BJP
seemed intent on securing
Ms. Janu’s re-entry into the
NDA.

She alleged that Ms. Janu
had demanded 10 crore,
five Assembly seats and a
berth in the Union Cabinet.
Mr. Surendran had paid her
%10 lakh for immediate ex-

penses.
However, Ms. Janu told
presspersons in Wayanad
that a conspiracy was afoot
to scuttle the JPR and dam-
age the NDA. She said the al-
legations were baseless.

Air Quality Code: M Poor
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' WEATHER WATCH

RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS)

¢ Forecast for Thursday: Heavy rainfall likely at isolated places :
over Assam, Meghalaya, Odisha, Telangana, central Maharashtra,
: Goa, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Kerala. Thunder- :
¢ storm with lightning/gusty winds likely at isolated places over :
: east Rajasthan, Delhi, Bihar, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, coastal :
¢ Andhra Pradesh, Yanam, Karaikal, Mahe and Lakshadweep :
: CITY

RAIN  MAX  MIN cITy RAIN  MAX :
: Agartala............ 51...34.0...24.0 Kozhikode........ccceeee. 9...33.6....24.6 :
: Ahmedabad 38.6....27.1 Kurnool .. ....38.9...28.2
¢ Aizawl........ 21.9  Lucknow. 374,251 :
: Allahabad... ...25.5 Madurai.. .0.2....40.5....27.3 :
: Bengaluru .. 2222 Mangaluru.........ooeeeeo = 31.4...23.0 :
Bhopal....... 25.2 Mumbai .. ..23....33.1....25.4 :
Bhubaneswar.... .0....26.9 Mysuru... =...33.0...21.6 :
: Chandigarh ... .0...23.2 New Delhi .....cccvvvverneeea—... 36.6....22.2 :
: Chennai ..... .6....28.5 Patna ..... ..34.2...20.6
: Coimbatore .6....23.4  Port Blair 324,256 :
: Dehradun... .9...20.2 Puducherry .. ....36.4....26.8 :
: Gangtok. 2...17.5  Pune....... ..348...23.1 :
Goa........ 1...25.7 RAIPUN e = 39.8....29.0 :
¢ Guwahati .7...25.3  Ranchi .. 43...32.6....20.5 :
: Hubballi..... .0...23.0  Shillong.......cccocevevuevn. 5. 25.4...17.0 :
: Hyderabad . 7...22.0 Shimla.... 2...26.4....15.4 :
¢ Imphal... 1..21.3  Srinagar........... ..27.0....12.4
* Jaipur ... .9...20.0 Thiruvananthapuram. ....33.6....25.0 :
: Kochi..... 4...25.0 Tiruchi.......oc.... .416...27.8 :
: Kohima.. ....27.0....17.0 Vijayawada....... ..39.8...29.0 :
: Kolkata ..o 1...35.0....25.7

Visakhapatnam .............—.... 36.2....29.2 :
(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) :
: Pollutants in the air you are breathing

Yesterday

In observation made at 4.00
p.m., Sonipat, Haryana
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQl) score of
238 indicating an unhealthy
level of pollution. In
contrast, Aizawl, Mizoram
recorded a healthy AQI score
of 11

i CITIES S0. NO: CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE
* Ahmedabad..... 50 .44 27 ...59 ... - ..n
: Bengaluru....... .. 4 37 57 ...28 .33 ..m
: Chennai. .6 35 ...36 .44 .. A
: Delhi .35 39 ..228 .142 .A
¢ Hyderabad .. 10 28 .52 .55 ..H
: Kolkata....... .19 22 ...59 .59 ..H
: Lucknow 62 63 ... - 112 ...

* Mumbai . .18 36 ...29 .50 ..H
CPUNE 13 93 .75 .55 ..H
: Visakhapatnam 14 .30 33 ...53 ..76 ..H

Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQl) :
: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, :
: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: and monuments.
: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

* reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

¢ dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
¢ death in people with heart or lung disease :

Maharashtra announces financial
help for kids orphaned by COVID-19

Scheme to cover those below 18 who have lost both parents since March 1, 2020

STAFF REPORTER
MUMBAI

The Maharashtra Cabinet on
Wednesday announced a
scheme of financial assis-
tance for children who lost
their parents to COVID-19, in
which a sum of %5 lakh per
child would be set up as a
fixed deposit.

“If none of the relatives
come forward to take care of
a child, the child will be ta-
ken to care centres. In case
the family members are rea-
dy to take up the responsibil-
ity, the State government
will extend financial aid
from the child care scheme,”
Yashomati Thakur, State Wo-
men and Child Development
Minister, said.

The scheme will cover
those below 18 years who

A health worker administers COVID-19 vaccine to a specially
abled boy during a drive at Jai Vakeel Foundation in Mumbai
on Wednesday. =EMMANUAL YOGINI

have lost both parents to CO-
VID-19 since March 1, 2020.
Children who had already
lost one parent and lost the

surviving parent to the virus
will also be covered by the
scheme.

The Maharashtra govern-

State’s active case tally dips to 2.16 lakh

15,169 new
COVID-19 cases,
533 deaths
reported

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PUNE
With 29,270 recoveries on
Wednesday, Maharashtra’s
active case tally dipped
further to reach 2,16,016. As
many as 15,169 new CO-
VID-19 cases were reported.
A total of 533 deaths were
added to the State’s progres-
sive death toll, of which 211
occurred in the last 48 hours
and a further 74 were from
the past week. As many as
268 fatalities had been ad-
ded in the ongoing ‘reconci-
liation” process, as per the
State Health Department.
The total death toll has
now risen to 96,751 with the
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State’s case fatality rate
climbing to 1.67%.

The State’s total cases
have touched 57,76,184
while its cumulative recover-
ies have gone up to
54,60,589 with the recovery
rate rising to 94.54%.

“Of a total 3,55,14,594 lab-
oratory samples tested thus
far, 57,61,015 (with the aver-
age case positivity falling in-
crementally to 16.26%) have
returned positive with over
2.39 lakh samples being test-
ed in the last 24 hours,” State
Surveillance Officer Dr. Pra-
deep Awate said.

Pune reported 1,800 new
cases taking its total case tal-
ly to 10,20,478. As per the
State Health Department fi-
gures, 22 deaths were re-
corded as the fatality toll
went up to 12,651.

With a steady dip in active
cases, Pune’s biggest jumbo

»

COVID-19 centre at the Col-
lege of Engineering grounds :
has decided to reduce its

beds from 700 to 400.
Mumbai recorded 923

new cases to take its total tal-

ly to 7,07,041 while the ac-
tive count has declined

further to 18,478. As many as
31 fatalities took the city’s

toll to 14,880.
In western Maharashtra,

Kolhapur continued to regis- :
ter big surges, with more :
than 1,400 new cases taking :
its total cases to 1,16,953 of :

whom 18,862 are active.

Thirty deaths saw the toll

climb to 3,559.

Cases continued to mount :

in Satara as well, which

logged 1,461 new ones and :
10 deaths, taking its total :
case tally to 1,68,399 of :
whom 16,979 are active. Its :

death count has risen to
3,178.

ment scheme will be in addi-
tion to the special PM-CARES
initiative announced by the
Centre to support orphans.

The amount kept as a
fixed deposit will be handed
over to the individual after
the completion of 21 years of
age.

Ms. Thakur said that an
action plan was being pre-
pared under which the chil-
dren would be offered
psychological support and
skill development training.

“We had formed a district
level task force to look out
for such children. We have
identified 141 children and a
few more will be identified
soon. We have made the fi-
nancial provision of <10
crore for the scheme,” she
said.

‘Mental, physical fatigue’ no excuse
to shun duty, private doctors warned

Association said its members would not treat COVID-19 cases

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE
PUNE

A day after the Doctors’ As-
sociation in Nashik said its
members would not treat
COVID-19 cases citing “pu-
blic pressure” and “mental
and physical fatigue”, Dis-
trict Collector Suraj Mand-
hare on Wednesday warned
that the administration
could prosecute doctors,
should they take any uncon-
stitutional step.

Around 200 private doc-
tors in the Doctors’ Associa-
tion had written to Chief Mi-
nister Uddhav Thackeray
stating that on account of
mounting public pressure,
they could not cope with res-
ponsibility for treating CO-
VID-19 patients any more,
and asked to be allowed to
attend to non-COVID-19 pa-
tients instead.

The association, in its let-
ter, had said that as cases
were steadily coming down
in Nashik, government med-
ical facilities were more than
capable of handling the re-
duced case load, and that
they were willing to offer
their services in the event of
a resurgence of the pandem-
ic.

However, the Nashik dis-
trict administration, includ-
ing the Nashik Municipal
Corporation, has criticised
the Doctors’ Association for
writing directly to the Chief
Minister with its request.

“This [private doctors not
wanting to treat COVID-19
patients] is not a correct
stance adopted by these
doctors. As per government
regulations, 80% of the beds
have been requisitioned for
treatment of COVID-19 pa-

How many 45+ prisoners are
vaccinated: HC to State govi.

SONAM SAIGAL
MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court on
Wednesday asked the Maha-
rashtra government to pro-
vide the number of how ma-
ny jail inmates are above the
age of 45 and how many of
them have been vaccinated
for COVID-19.

A Division Bench of Chief
Justice Dipankar Datta and
Justice G.S. Kulkarni was
hearing a suo motu public
interest litigation (PIL) peti-
tion concerning the increase
of COVID-19 patients in
prisons.

Advocate General (AG)
Ashutosh Kumbhakoni told
the court that 1,248 addition-
al prisoners have been re-
leased. Of this, 121 were re-

leased on emergency parole.
There were 11 additional
temporary prisons and
three additional COVID-19
care centres .

“We are also worried
about the vacancy of medical
officers in prisons. Can an ad
hoc arrangement be made
from civil hospitals where a
doctor can visit prisoners for
two hours a day?,” it stated.

Mr. Kumbhakoni replied,
“This is a subject matter of
the State government and not
the prison authorities. There
used to be a weekly OPD in
every prison where a gynae-
cologist, psychiatrist and oth-
er doctors would examine
prisoners but that stopped
due to the pandemic.”

On the subject of vacci-

nating prisoners, the court
asked the AG, “How can you
go about administering vac-
cines to senior citizens who
are undertrials. We would al-
so like to know how many in-

mates are above the age of

45 and how many of them
are vaccinated.”

Vijay Raghavan, professor
at the Centre for Criminolo-
gy and Justice School of So-
cial Work at the Tata Insti-
tute of Social Sciences, told
the court that prisoners
from the Kalyan, Byculla, Ta-
loja and Arthur jails are ta-
ken to JJ Hospitals. The court
interrupted and said, “The
prison manual is so old and
amendments need to be
made about including civil
hospitals to treat prisoners.”

tients. If doctors in private
hospitals are facing pro-
blems or have concerns in
terms of facing pressure for
kin of patients, then they
can convey the same to us.
The Mayor and I have all the
necessary powers for an in-
quiry should a serious situa-
tion arise. But, the associa-
tion cannot take such an
improper step as turning
away patients,” Mr. Mand-
hare said.

He said that he had con-
tacted the private Doctors’
Association and told them
clearly that their stated posi-
tion of not admitting CO-
VID-19 patients was not right
and that they could face ac-
tion if patients were sent
away.

The association had said
that they would not be ad-
mitting patients from June 2.

Villagers attack
team of health
workers, 2 held

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
THANE

Villagers attacked a team of
health workers who were
going around villages to
spread awareness of the
novel coronavirus among
tribals in Palghar district,
the police said on
Wednesday.

The police had arrested
two persons, while a man-
hunt had been launched to
nab seven others, Palghar
police PRO Sachin Navad-
kar said.

The incident occurred
on Monday, when a team
of five personnel from Dur-
vesh primary health centre
went to Ganje village for a
COVID-19 awareness pro-
gramme. The accused
stopped the team, includ-
ing doctors, from entering
the village and beat them
up, he said.

Cyclone Tauktae: damage
assessment report released

RAINA ASSAINAR
NAVI MUMBAI

The Raigad collectorate has
released an assessment re-
port detailing the damage
caused by Cyclone Tauktae
in the district.

The report compiled by
all the 15 tehsils said while
four people had died and
eight were injured, 18 hous-
es were completely dam-
aged and 13,575 suffered
partial damage. Thirteen fa-
milies lost household goods
due to flooding and gusty
winds destroyed hutments
of 14 families. A compensa-
tion of T16 lakh has been dis-
tributed to the four families
of the deceased.

The cyclone has left nine
cattle and 4,707 poultry
birds dead. “An amount of
32.98 lakh is needed to com-

pensate the owners,” the re-
port said. Besides, 359 cattle
sheds need repairs.

A total of 7,864 farmers
have been hit due to the
damage to 1614.8 hectares of
farmland while 12 fishing
boats have been completely
destroyed. The cyclone also
affected 55 primary health
centres, 12 animal clinics, 59
gram panchayat offices, 255
cremation grounds, 492
primary schools, and over
1,000 electricity poles.

Resident Deputy Collec-
tor Padmashri Bainade said,
“We have forwarded a letter
to the Maharashtra govern-
ment seeking ¥25 crore to-
wards compensation. While
part of the compensation
amount is expected from
the State, the Centre may
provide the rest.”
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Exam fear

The CBSE Class XII exam has been cancelled,
but the Centre must act to secure education

schools have been calmed by the decision to can-
cel the Central Board of Secondary Education
Class XII examination following a review by the Centre.
Shaken by the carnage wrought by the second wave of
the pandemic, the Government had little choice but to
act against possible fresh clusters of infection, although
that will mean considerably limited opportunities for
students. Hopes for predictability in 2021, after the
traumatic experience of students all through last year,
have been dashed by the emergence of the double mu-
tant variant of the coronavirus that has spread far and
wide because of superspreader events. The Govern-
ment and Prime Minister Narendra Modi were obvious-
ly anxious to be seen as acting decisively on the exam-
ination question, after a long phase of dithering in
formulating a national response. The decision to cancel
the crucial Class XII public examination and replace it
with an objective assessment for certification will help
boards of education in the States to move in the same
direction. Some pointers to an assessment scheme can
be found in the CBSE’s submission to the Supreme
Court last year, when the pandemic prevented the com-
pletion of Class XII examinations: for students who
could not take the examination, as in Delhi, the inter-
nal, practical, and project assessment was proposed as
a proxy to arrive at results, with an option to improve
performance at a subsequent examination. The Board
must now come up with a model scientific scheme.
The decision to cancel the examination in 2021 may
have resolved a prickly issue, but the question of na-
tional entrance examinations — such as NEET and JEE —
need to be addressed. Importantly, the Centre must re-
cognise that major factors such as non-availability of
enough vaccine doses, absence of a systematic vaccine
coverage plan, and poor understanding of where virus
variants are spreading, contributed to the second wave,
and may, in fact, cause a third. For instance, there is
better comprehension in Britain of where the variant of
concern initially isolated from India, B.1.617.2, is
spreading in that country because it has a robust ge-
nome sequencing programme. Such sharp insight, to-
gether with the availability of free and widespread test-
ing, is crucial to stop waves of infections that threaten
to hobble the country. The plight of students, which is
engaging governments, has to become a top priority.
Singapore has just approved mRNA vaccine coverage
for children 12 years and older, just as the U.S. regulator
FDA has for 12 to 15-year-olds. Britain has thought of 100
extra tuition hours for schools from 2022. There cannot
be an interminable wait for vaccines to trickle down to
all. The Centre must take responsibility to provide them
to everyone, including students.

Embracﬁchﬂdren

Speedy implementation of relief schemes for
children orphaned by COVID-19 is essential

ell begun is not always half done, and, in any
’\ ;’\ / case, half done is never good enough. The
Centre’s response to the Supreme Court that
the modalities of the expansive assistance programme
for children orphaned by COVID-19, announced by the
Prime Minister, were yet to be formulated comes as a
disappointment. While rightly feted for its announce-
ment of a comprehensive programme for the most vul-
nerable section of the population during this COVID-19
pandemic, children, the Centre did not lay down pro-
cedural formalities for implementation. It is clear from
the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights’
submission in the Supreme Court that nearly 10,000
children are in need of immediate care and protection.
They include children aged between zero and 17 years
orphaned or abandoned during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic since March 2020. The total was 9,346 children who
have been affected, including 1,742 children who lost
both parents, 7,464 who have lost one parent, and 140
who have been abandoned from March 2020 to May 29,
2021. It further told the apex court that these children
run a high risk of being pushed into trafficking and the
flesh trade. There is thus no doubt that time is of the es-
sence here.

Given the urgency of rescuing these children, the Go-
vernment cannot dawdle over figuring out implementa-
tion strategies. A swift laying down of processes and
monitoring mechanisms to kick start rescue and relief,
besides undertaking the continuing process of estimat-
ing beneficiaries is needed. Children have little or no
agency of their own and are still dependent on adults to
get by, and the disruption that COVID-19 has wrought
on their lives is devastating. The experience of States
that sprang to the assistance of children orphaned by
the Indian Ocean tsunami can be factored in — they
were embraced into the safety net of the social security
system, and funds were placed in a trust for them for

f ; everal anxieties faced by students, parents and

Adverse changes, federalism imperilled

There needs to be a federal coalition to preserve the idea of a plural India, in terms of culture and politics

S

KALAIYARASAN A. &
M. VIJAYABASKAR

en Dr. Vinod K. Paul, NI-
TI Aayog Member
(Health), asserted last

week that it was the lack of central-
isation that has led to poor man-
agement of the ongoing COVID-19
vaccination drive, States joined is-
sue with this statement. Going by
the response to this assertion from
State governments, it was clear
that this claim was not backed by
good evidence. Not many could
have misread the subtext of this
claim for centralisation. It lies
within, and simultaneously contri-
butes to, a narrative and practice
of the growing centralisation of
power by the current government.
This sits well with the growing in-
cursions of the Union government
into sectors where State govern-
ments have a primary responsibil-
ity to govern such as health, edu-
cation and agriculture. Slogans
such as ‘one nation-one tax, one
market and one ration’ are again
part of such appeals to a narrative
of a strong nation state rather than
one of governance.

Union encroachment

To be sure, such moves to erode
the powers of State governments
are not new. In post-independent
India, the Centre, on several occa-
sions, has used its powers to dis-
miss or use the Governor to intimi-
date democratically elected
governments. During the Emer-
gency, education was moved to
the Concurrent list which was un-
til then a State subject under the
constitutional division of responsi-
bilities. However, the adverse
changes to federal relations at pre-
sent are more systemic.

To understand what has
changed, at the risk of repetition,
there has been increasing centrali-
sation in resource allocations and
welfare interventions. The gap

between the revenue that State go-
vernments are allowed to generate
and the expenditure that they are
expected to incur has been widen-
ing, particularly with the imple-
mentation of Goods and Services
Tax (GST). The shortfall of GST
this year and the Centre’s lacka-
daisical response to demands for
compensation by State govern-
ments are again known.

On the other hand, the Centre
has been encroaching into do-
mains under State government
control through centrally spon-
sored schemes in sectors such as
education and health where States
are required to spend about 85%
and 82% of public expenditure,
respectively (https://
bit.ly/3z734Ai). Though some of
these have been initiated and sup-
ported by previous governments,
the intensification of this process
is aligned strongly with the rise of
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
since 2014. This is particularly vis-
ible across the following three do-
mains. While we identify these do-
mains based on Tamil Nadu’s
experience, they are equally rele-
vant to States such as Assam, Kera-
la, Punjab and West Bengal.

State-capital relations

While coalition governments in
the past enabled the rise and the
visibility of regional businesses in
post-reform India, the current dis-
pensation is working towards cen-
tralising economic power in con-
junction with political
centralisation. It is becoming clear
that aligning politically with the
BJP is critical to do business. While
the rise of yoga guru Baba Ram-
dev’s business empire is indicative
of this, the decline of business
groups from southern India over
these last few years suggest the re-
verse of this process.

We can also see the consolida-
tion and expansion of a few big bu-
siness groups seen to be close to
the BJP, probably at the expense of
smaller players. On the one hand,
the Centre has sought to insulate
Indian big business from global
competition by choosing not to en-
ter into the Regional Comprehen-
sive  Economic  Partnership
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(RCEP), but has eroded the power
of small businesses through sup-
port for GST and the call for a sin-
gle national market. Clearly, big-
ger players are more likely to
benefit from a removal of State-le-
vel barriers to trade at the expense
of smaller regional players. This
re-calibration of State-capital rela-
tions works against smaller entre-
preneurs and entrepreneurship.

The BJP also seeks to centralise
rent-seeking in parallel to restrict
the political financing of regional
parties. Regional parties tend to
rely on region-specific rent-thick
sectors for political funding such
as mining and real estate. The BJP
has sought to curtail this through a
levelling of corruption allegations
and the use of central agencies to
keep them in check. The reduced
avenues for accumulation among
regional capital weaken the ability
of regional parties to compete
with the BJP electorally.

Institutional transgression
The second challenge is in the use
of executive and legislative aggres-
sion. Central institutions are in-
creasingly weakening the policy
levers of State institutions. Institu-
tions such as the Income Tax De-
partment, the Enforcement Direc-
torate and the  National
Investigation Agency are being
used to intimidate opponents. Ap-
pointments are not untouched
either.

For instance, the Centre has
been meddling with the appoint-
ments of vice-chancellors in un-
iversities funded and run by State
governments. Direct transfers to
beneficiaries of welfare schemes

bypassing States are also contri-
buting to this dynamic. Further, as
recent events suggest, the Centre
is increasingly ignoring elected re-
presentatives of State govern-
ments, holding meetings with
State secretaries and district col-
lectors on issues that are primarily
under State control. An example
was a recent meeting by Minister
of Education Ramesh Pokhriyal
Nishank with State Education Se-
cretaries on implementation of
the New Education Policy.

Such transgressions, often with
the help of Governors, allow the
BJP to actively control administra-
tive decisions including faculty re-
cruitments to align with a majori-
tarian agenda. Governors perform
active administrative roles instead
of their signatory roles. Important-
ly, such moves are also meant to
ensure national uniformity in edu-
cational institutions. One such ex-
ample is NEET, or the National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test in
medical education, which sub-
verts the affirmative action poli-
cies developed at the regional le-
vel in response to local political
demands.

This is evident in the domain of
health as well. Apart from impos-
ing a national lockdown during the
first wave of the novel coronavirus
pandemic without consulting
State governments, the Centre has
now put State governments at a
disadvantage in vaccine usage by
fixing differential pricing for pro-
curing vaccines for them. This
forces State governments to pay
more even as they are deprived of
their revenue shares.

Socio-cultural foundation

The third and crucial challenge
lies in the social-cultural founda-
tions of federalism. As Partha
Chatterjee argues, beside the le-
gal-constitutional aspects of feder-
alism, it is diversity in cultural
foundation of regions that sustains
Indian federalism. Regional identi-
ties and cultural traditions have
worked against the homogenisa-
tion agenda of the BJP. However,
this diversity is being challenged at
present. Markers of regional iden-
tities and regional socio-cultural

practices are now interpreted as
belonging to a pan-Indian Hindu
tradition. Tamil, which has stood
as a symbol of an anti-Vedic tradi-
tion, is now seen as a segment of
that Hindu past, with Tamil Mus-
lims and Christians becoming out-
siders. ‘Dravidian’ is attacked as a
creation of the British with sup-
port from Christian missionaries,
emptying the term of its anti-caste
politics. Tamils, therefore, need to
be mainstreamed by reuniting
them with their ‘Hindu’ past. A si-
milar narrative is being built in
other regions — Muslims and
Christians become less Malayalee,
less Bengali and less Assamese. In
Bengal, the BJP tried a strategy of
linking “Sonar Bangla” to a Hindu
past.

Key variables

This erosion of federal relations is
often countered through appeals
to restore the constitutional pow-
ers of States. However, history tells
us that such calls may not amount
to much in the absence of regional
political assertion. Constitutional
powers including fiscal relations
are inherently biased towards the
Centre. Vesting of all residuary
powers with the Centre and giving
over-ruling powers to the Centre
on matters in the Concurrent list
are the primary sources of this
bias. What is seldom recognised is
that the degree of federalism in In-
dia has depended largely on two
variables: the nature of political
coalitions at the Centre and role of
States in such coalitions (the pe-
riod 1996 to 2014 for example),
and the cultural diversity of re-
gions. Hence, what is needed is a
federal coalition that looks beyond
the legal-constitutional aspects of
federalism to preserve the idea of
a plural India in terms of both cul-
ture and politics.

Kalaiyarasan is a Fulbright-Nehru
postdoctoral fellow at the Watson Institute
for International and Public Affairs,
Brown University, U.S., and Assistant
Professor at the Madras Institute of
Development Studies, Chennai.

M. Vijayabaskar is Professor at the
Madras Institute of Development Studies.
The views expressed are personal

Close the vaccination gap, in global lockstep

Immunisation needs cooperation and is a prerequisite for lifting the restrictions holding back economies and freedoms

JOSEP BORRELL

y the end of May 2021, only
B 2.1% of Africans had received

at least one dose of a CO-
VID-19 vaccine. We need to close
the vaccination gap between ad-
vanced economies and developing
countries to avoid what the World
Health Organization (WHO) Direc-
tor-General, Dr. Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesu has called “vaccina-
tion apartheid”. Doing so is both
morally right and in everyone’s in-
terest.

Therefore, we need global mul-
tilateral action to increase the pro-
duction of vaccines and accelerate
the roll-out worldwide. Since the
beginning of the novel coronavirus
pandemic, this is the path chosen
by the European Union (EU). It is
now also the path defined by the
G20 leaders at the Global Health
Summit in Rome on May 21.

A worry

The pandemic is still killing thou-
sands of people every day and at
the current pace, the whole world
will not be vaccinated before 2023.
Yet, a widely vaccinated world
population is the only way to end
the pandemic; otherwise, the mul-
tiplication of variants is likely to
undermine the effectiveness of ex-
isting vaccines.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

Vaccination is also a prerequi-
site for lifting the restrictions that
are holding back our economies
and freedoms. These restrictions
penalise the whole world, but they
weigh even more heavily on deve-
loping countries. Advanced coun-
tries can rely more on social me-
chanisms and economic policy
levers to limit the impact of the
pandemic on their citizens.

If the vaccination gap persists, it
risks reversing the trend in recent
decades of declining poverty and
global inequalities. Such a nega-
tive dynamic would hold back eco-
nomic activity and increase geo-
political tensions. The cost of
inaction would for sure be much
higher for advanced economies
than what we collectively would
have to spend to help vaccinate
the whole world. Therefore, the
EU welcomes the $50 billion plan
proposed by the International Mo-
netary Fund in order to be able to
vaccinate 40% of the world popu-
lation in 2021 and 60% by
mid-2022.

EU’s lead role

To achieve this goal, we need
closely coordinated multilateral
action. We must resist the threat
posed by linking the provision of
vaccines to political goals and
“vaccine nationalism”. The EU has
rejected both since the beginning
of the pandemic. The EU has been
vaccinating its own population,
while exporting large volumes of
vaccines and contributing sub-
stantially to the vaccines roll-out
in low-income countries. Euro-
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peans can be proud of this record.
India’s “Vaccine Maitri” is another
example of global solidarity.

In 2020, the EU supported the
research and development of vac-
cines on a large scale and contri-
buted significantly to the new gen-
eration of mRNA vaccines. The EU
then became a major producer of
COVID-19 vaccines with, according
to WHO, around 40% of the doses
used globally so far. The EU has al-
so exported 240 million doses to
90 countries, which is about as
much as we have used within the
EU.

The EU with its member states
and financial institutions — what
we call “Team Europe” — is also
donating vaccines to neighbours
in need, particularly in the West-
ern Balkans. It aims to donate at
least 100 million more doses to
low- and middle-income countries
before the end of 2021, as agreed
at the last European Council. With
€2.8 billion, Team Europe has also
been the main contributor to the
COVAX facility, which enables
poorer countries to access vac-
cines; around one-third of all CO-

VAX doses delivered so far have
been financed by the EU. However,
this effort is still far from sufficient
to prevent the vaccination gap
from widening.

To fill this gap, countries with
the required knowledge and
means should increase their pro-
duction capacities, so that they
can both vaccinate their own pop-
ulations and export more vac-
cines, as the EU is doing. In coop-
eration with vaccine
manufacturers, we are working to
increase the EU vaccine produc-
tion capacities to more than three
billion doses a year by the end of
2021.

Our European industrial partn-
ers have committed to deliver 1.3
billion doses of vaccines before
the end of 2021 to low-income
countries at no-profit, and to mid-
dle-income countries at lower
prices. They have also committed
themselves to further deliver over
1.3 billion doses for 2022 — many
of which will be delivered through
COVAX.

Supporting Africa

All countries must avoid restric-
tive measures that affect vaccine
supply chains. We also need to fa-
cilitate the transfer of knowledge
and technology, so that more
countries can produce vaccines.
For our part, we are strongly en-
couraging European producers to
do so, especially in Africa. I parti-
cipated at the Paris summit on fi-
nancial support for Africa on May
18, where the continent’s leaders
stressed that Africa imports 99%

of its vaccines. This has to change.
Team Europe is launching an in-
itiative to this end — backed by €1
billion funding from the EU budget
and European development finan-
cial institutions — with African
partners to boost manufacturing
capacity in Africa for vaccines,
medicines and health
technologies.

Issue of licensing

Voluntary licensing is the privi-
leged way to ensure such transfer
of technology and know-how. If it
turns out to be insufficient, the ex-
isting Trade-Related Aspects of In-
tellectual Property Rights (TRIPS)
Agreement and the 2001 Doha De-
claration already foresee the possi-
bility of compulsory licensing. We
have been listening carefully to
countries complaining about how
difficult it is to use these flexibili-
ties. To speed up these technology
transfers, the EU will come for-
ward with a new proposal in the
World Trade Organization frame-
work by early June.

The COVID-19 pandemic has re-
minded us that health is a global
public good. Our common global
COVID-19 vaccine action to close
the vaccination gap must be the
first step toward genuine global
health cooperation, as foreseen by
the Rome Declaration recently
adopted at the Global Health Sum-
mit.

Josep Borrell is European Union High
Representative for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy and Vice-President of the
European Commission
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use when they reach a certain age. While the plans an- Exams cancelled session is concerned. examinations by changing required to surrender their countervailing perspectives online, scan the OR code
nounced under the PM CARES Fund include this, and The decision to cancel the Students and parents do the pattern of questions or unique, capable, curious, — the pandemic now allows
are far more expansive looking at funding schooling, Class XII Board not want more stress. through online mode by and wondrous learning us to see what is taken for minorities in that country as

higher education, even health insurance, a promise is
nothing if not fulfilled. The responsibility of the Govern-
ment now is to go the full mile to ensure that these be-
nefits reach every child fitting the criteria, besides mak-

examinations has come
very late, and after causing
much agony to students
and parents (Page 1, “CBSE,

NAVIN KATYAL,
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m The decision cannot be

curtailing significant

portions from the textbooks
certainly loses its value and
potential. Already, students

capabilities to the senseless
guillotine of the board
examinations, has been
ended this year, ironically, by

granted about gate-keeping
practices and epistemology —
invites bad actors to exploit
often ignored vulnerabilities.

they have been treated
differently. Worldwide,
preferences have shifted
toward having smaller

CISCE scrap Class XII termed progressive and will have patiently waited thus the pandemic. We are all ANTHONY JOSEPH, families because of rising
ing sure that the children are not exploited with an eye exams after review by PM”,  have a cascading impact on far and once a conducive complicit in this degenerate ~ New Delhi costs. Even in States of
on the eventual bounty. Several States have announced June 2). The decision is the academic pursuits of ambience emerges, the annual ritual. For want of an concern in north India, the
their child-care packages on similar lines too, with @ncomplete without the students. Adoption of. process _of tl_le written mode imagination that celebrates Population pqlicy - trend is toward lower
some setting up monitoring committees to ensure im- 1nv01yem_ent (_)f all States. alternate methodolggles pf examinations could be set huma.n and humaqe Humans are sentient beings numbers. One way to
Keeping in mind the now, based on previous in motion without delay. learning, a convenient and cannot be considered as  encourage the right

plementation. Sincere implementation through com-
mitted staff, and using existing systems such as 1098 for
periodic identification of children in need would be the
cornerstones of such a project, especially at a time
when the onslaught of COVID-19 is far from over.

possibility of a third wave of
the novel coronavirus
pandemic, the Government
should draw up plans for
the next course of action as
far as the next academic

academic performance and
other parameters to declare
examination results and the
awarding of marks and
grades, is neither wise nor
ethical. Further, conducting
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= The annual ritual, when
thousands of young hearts
and minds are perforce

growth. Offering

examination system,
systematically enervates and
obfuscates learners from
exploring opportunities to
engage with possibilities and

robots to have offspring

needs of the state or the
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according to the demands,

authorities. Under China’s
new three-child norm, it is
not clear how it benefits the

demographic balance is to
provide a range of supportive
policies on child care and
measures to curb costs.

H.N. RAMAKRISHNA,
Bengaluru
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The cautionary tale in Osaka’s exit

The high-handed world of tennis must open its eyes to the delicate subject of mental health

K. SRINATH REDDY

Naomi Osaka withdrew from the
French Open tennis championship
after the organisers would not accept
her request to be excused from post-
match interactions even as she cited
a history of suffering from bouts of
depression and severe anxiety while
facing the media. Indeed, the organ-
isers had imposed a fine of $15,000
after Osaka excused herself from the
post-match press conference after
her first-round victory. This despite
the fact that she had already com-
municated her concerns about her
mental health to the organisers at the
beginning of the tournament. They,
in turn, threatened her with expul-
sion if she did not participate in post-
match media interactions.

Osaka was as gracious in her exit
statement as she is in her tennis. She
said she did not want to be a distrac-
tion to other players because of the
continuing controversy. She ex-
plained that she had suffered long
bouts of depression since the US
Open in 2018. “Anyone who knows
me knows that I am introverted and
anyone that has seen me at tourna-
ments will notice that 'm often wear-
ing headphones as that helps dull my
social anxiety,” she said, adding, “I
am not a natural public speaker and
get huge waves of anxiety before I
speak to the world’s media.”

Deep hypocrisy
The French Tennis Federation did
not cover itself in glory when it dis-
played an utter lack of empathy to-
wards a vulnerable young woman
who rose to the top of the game be-
cause of her immense talent and not
because of her speaking abilities.
What would the Federation do if a
player with a severe speech impedi-
ment requested to be excused from
answering questions at a press confe-
rence? Would they be as unyielding
in dealing with a physical disability
as they were while dealing with a se-
rious mental health concern?

To add irony and insult to injury,
Gilles Moretton, the president of the
French Tennis Federation, made a

Naomi Osaka had said earlier that she suffered long bouts of depression since
the US Openin2018. =arp

statement to the press about Osaka’s
withdrawal and left without fielding
questions. The incident lays bare
deep hypocrisy.

The example of Norway

Contrast this with the experience of a
Norwegian Prime Minister, who took
leave to address his mental health is-
sues while still serving in office. Kjell
Magne Bondevik was Prime Minister
of Norway from 1997 to 2000 and
from 2001 to 2005. He was diag-
nosed with depression in 1998 dur-
ing his first term in office. The pres-
sure of an intense workload and the
recent deaths of three close friends,
all from brain cancer, weighed heavi-
ly on his mind. He revealed his illness
to the public and went on medical
leave for three weeks to recuperate,
while a colleague became the acting
Prime Minister.

In an interview with Ben Jones,
published in the Bulletin of the
World Health Organization (WHO) in
December 2011, Mr. Bondevik re-
vealed the reasons for the public dis-
closure. He said, “I could contribute
to more openness about mental
health problems and help to combat
the stigma attached to them.”

He came back from his leave bet-
ter equipped with greater mental
tranquillity to lead his nation as

Asking the right questions

The Naomi Osaka episode is a deeply nuanced
issue and calls for a larger conversation

PREETHI RAMAMOORTHY

Naomi Osaka attended a post-match
press conference at Brisbane in 2019
in her usual style — a paradoxical
mixture of uneasy calm and assured
self-deprecation. A reporter ques-
tioned her on the upcoming round,
and she answered in jest, “Do you
have anything interesting to ask? I'm
sorry. You guys are so serious.” The
room burst into guffaws. “Just doing
our jobs,” the reporter ploughed on.

It is this part of the job that has ca-
tapulted Osaka into a controversy,
leading to an abrupt withdrawal from
the ongoing French Open tourna-
ment. Predictably, the entire episode
has garnered polarising reactions,
most lacking any nuance or under-
standing of an issue that is comprised
of many angles.

What went wrong

Osaka has been a voice of reason on
several issues in the past. This time,
too, with her media boycott, she
stood up for the mental well-being of
athletes. But the timing and method
of her announcement left much to be
desired. Osaka posted a poorly-word-
ed statement on social media barely
four days before the tournament.
The Grand Slams are sticklers for tra-
dition and post-match pressers,
which are considered sacrosanct and
which players are mandated to at-
tend irrespective of whether they win
or lose. Of course, rules pertaining to
players can and must change in an ev-
er-evolving sport, but that requires
time and conversation.

Osaka was expectedly fined
$15,000 after missing her round-one
press conference. But being the high-
est-paid female athlete in the world
as per the latest reports, she can af-
ford penalties till the dawn of Cham-
pionship Day. Other players, who
may be living on a shoestring budget,
struggling to merely qualify tourna-
ments without any support system,
cannot. The conversation surround-
ing players’ mental health must ac-
commodate all.

The four Grand Slams, in a joint
statement, threatened Osaka with de-
faults and suspensions in future tour-
naments. If the governing bodies
were worried about optics, then fir-
ing such heavy artillery was hardly a
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genius move. It backfired horribly —
they wanted Osaka to talk about the
tennis she was playing, but she has
now stopped playing because she
does not want to talk about it.

Osaka’s statement after her with-
drawal was telling, hinting at larger
battles such as depression and anxie-
ty. But she acknowledged that the
press has always been kind to her.
The fact that Osaka could tell the me-
dia to do a better job by asking “inter-
esting questions” and be rewarded
with laughs and not scorn shows
what she is — a media darling. Her
popularity is as much about her fore-
hand shots as it is about how the me-
dia has portrayed her, which has
been fairly positive. It explains why
several journalists are surprised at
the suggestion that their questions
caused her anxiety. It is yet another
example of the disconnect between
what critics and spectators interpret
the gruelling nature of this sport to
be and what it actually is.

There exists a larger question of
what we expect from our sporting
icons. Are we satisfied with them just
doing their job — playing, winning —
or do we want to get to know the per-
son, the tactical genius, behind the
champion? It takes a particular brand
of mental fortitude to thrive in a pun-
ishing and lonely sport such as ten-
nis. It is this trait that journalists most
often want to probe and showcase.
The ideal way to do that would be
through long-winded, private chats.
But those are offered only to a select
few. Others are then left with only
one avenue — the press conference. If
it is such an integral part, the powers
that be must then focus on making it
more player-friendly and nurturing a
connection with journalists based on
trust and empathy.

The effect of a star’s presence,
both on and off-court, permeates
deeply. It means more coverage, and,
in turn, more income for the sport,
which trickles down to every player.
A champion’s night match increases
television ratings. In this case, a few
minutes spent in an interview room
can make millions in sponsorship
deals. Hopefully, the sport and its
players will be able to figure out ways
to work together on this.

preethi.r@thehindu.co.in
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Prime Minister, not once but twice.
Not only does his candour deserve
appreciation, but the understanding
shown by the people of Norway also
calls for applause. The unstinted sup-
port extended by his ministerial col-
leagues, who did not see this as an
opportunity to replace him, is un-
usually generous and upright in the
world of politics, which is notorious
for high ambition and low intrigue.

Inrecent years, we have had sever-
al celebrities open up about their
mental health concerns, from Deepi-
ka Padukone and ]J.K. Rowling to
Beyonce and Meghan Markle. That is
because the world has started res-
ponding with greater empathy and
replacing stigma with solidarity.

But for the 23-year-old Osaka, not
only such support was unavailable,
but she was also made to publicly ex-
pose her vulnerabilities and pay the
price of severe damage to her mental
health. Such conduct by unfeeling of-
ficials is callous, cruel, and characte-
ristic of the highly commercialised
sport. The high priests of tennis tour-
naments must be reminded that Osa-
ka was there to demonstrate her
sporting talent in an open court, not
for a gladiatorial display of psycho-
logical wounds in the enclosed arena
of a press room under the glare of
flashing lights. Even if media interac-

DATA POINT

At any COSt Though manufacturers are selling the Covishield and Covaxin vaccines to
private hospitals at ¥600 and 1,200 per shot, respectively, some centres have been charging

as high as ¥1,800 for one shot of Covishield and 1,500 for one shot of Covaxin. The median

cost of Covishield at private centres makes up for 22% of an average urban household's monthly

tion was written into her contract,
special circumstances must merit ex-
ceptions.

The WHO Special Initiative for
Mental Health, which was launched
in 2019 and will extend till 2023, aims
to bring to attention the high global
burden of disability arising from dis-
orders of mental health, and acceler-
ate a multi-sectoral response to im-
prove care for a whole range of
mental health problems.

The Naomi Osaka episode comes
right in the middle of the period cho-
sen for this special initiative. Will the
WHO speak up for her and other
sportspersons who face similar chal-
lenges? Many other prominent sport-
spersons have extended support to
Osaka. However, as the leading glo-
bal public health agency of the
world, the WHO’s open support
would add weight to the cause of
mental health in tennis and other
competitive sports.

A wake-up call

In Harper Lee’s classic, To Kill A
Mockingbird, the young girl protago-
nist, Scout, wants to reveal to the
world that it was the shy and reclu-
sive Boo Radley who had come out of
his self-imposed home isolation to
save her life when he saw that she
was in danger of a murderous attack
on the street outside. Atticus Finch,
her lawyer father, was a man of great
wisdom and moral courage. He gent-
ly advised Scout not to do so, as it
would expose a sensitive soul who
was scared of contact with others to
the glare of unwanted attention and
distressing public interaction. Atti-
cus told Scout that it would be like
killing a mockingbird.

In Lee’s book, the mockingbird re-
presents innocence and vulnerabili-
ty. Scout’s confidante and neighbour,
Miss Maudie, later explained to her
the significance of what Atticus said:
“Mockingbirds don’t do one thing
but make music for us to enjoy ... but
sing their hearts out for us. That is
why it is a sin to kill a mockingbird.”

Perhaps the guardians of the
Grand Slam galaxy should revisit that
book. They might then allow Osaka
to do the one thing she does best —
make music with her racquet.

Prof. K. Srinath Reddy, a cardiologist and
epidemiologist, is President, Public Health
Foundation of India (PHFI). The views
expressed are personal

expenses. By Vignesh Radhakrishnan & Sumant Sen

PRICE RANGES

Out of the 325 private centres
offering Covishield, 84% had
fixed the price at ¥800 to
%1,000 per shot. As many as
25 of them charged >%1,000,
while only 14 of them charged
less than ¥600. Out of 149
private centres administering
Covaxin, 90% charged
between 1,200 and %1,400

COVISHIELD

<600 14
600 to 800 13
800 to 1,000 273

1,000t0 1,200 | 20
1,200t0 1,400 |3

SHARE OF EXPENSES

Covishield's median price at the private
hospitals sampled was 22% of an average
urban household's monthly budget

Median price of Covishield 850
Median price of Covaxin 1,250
Monthly Per Capita 3,858
Expenditure (MPCE) of an

urban household (2017-18)

MPCE on medical needs 156
Covishield median price as 22%
a % of urban MPCE

Covishield median price as 545%
a % of urban MPCE on

medical needs

A far-reaching tax measure

The U.S. push for a global minimum corporate tax may help
India, but it can also cause international disagreements

IPSITA AGARWALLA & MEYYAPPAN NAGAPPAN

The Pillar Two proposal was the Organisa-
tion for Economic Co-operation and Deve-
lopment’s (OECD) plan to plug the remaining
Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) is-
sues and provide jurisdictions the right to
“tax back” where other jurisdictions have
either not exercised their primary taxing
right or have exercised it at low levels of ef-
fective taxation. The move intends to
achieve minimum effective taxation of more
than 10%, possibly up to 15%, given the latest
proposal put forward by the United States.
The objective is to minimise tax incentives
and ensure that companies choose to be sit-
uated in a particular country based on other
commercial benefits.

In its recent proposal, the U.S. sought to
impose a global minimum tax on foreign in-
come earned by U.S. corporations. The pro-
posal is perhaps intended to disincentivise
American companies from inverting their
structures due to the increase in the U.S. cor-
porate tax rate. The proposal is similar to Pil-
lar Two, except for the rate of the effective
minimum tax. While the OECD was consi-
dering a 10-12% rate, the U.S. proposed a 21%
rate. This caused pushback from countries
such as Ireland, which made a case for fiscal
autonomy for smaller jurisdictions to com-
pete with larger economies. The U.S. is now
discussing a floor of 15% for the minimum
tax rate despite the fact that it may have diffi-
culty securing Congress support if the floor
is too low. Even at 15%, it is unclear whether
Ireland would agree, given its 12.5% marginal
rate, thereby impacting a European Union-
wide adoption of the 15% rate.

India has been part of the Pillar Two dis-
cussions and has not objected in principle to
the proposal. The proposal, along with the
increased tax bill for U.S. companies, may
benefit the Indian revenue department. The
tax department might benefit even at a 10%
rate since the proposal would cover offshore
structures set up by Indian companies.

Pillar Two acts as a set of controlled fo-
reign corporation rules, where, for instance,
if an Indian-headquartered multinational
corporation (MNC) has an entity in Singa-
pore or the Netherlands through which glo-
bal operations are run, and its income from
global operations is not taxed at an effective
rate of 10% or 15%, then it can be taxed in In-
dia. The State of Tax Justice report of 2020

AFFORDABILITY MATRIX

Covishield's median price at the private
hospitals sampled was 75% of the average
monthly expenditure of the poorest urban
households; the figure was 7% for the
richest

Fractile Average urban % of
class MPCE (%) MPCE
Poorest 5% | 1,126.36 75%
Middle class | 2,932.12 29%
Richest 5% | 13,017.21 7%

MINIMUM PRICE | In Uttarakhand, the minimum price for a Covishield shot at private
centres was ¥900, the highest among the States listed. However, only two such

>=1,400 2 hospitals from the State (mentioned inside brackets) were listed on the Co-WIN portal
Total 325 Kerala (13) 250  MP.(4) 800
COVAXIN Assam (5) 250 Maharashtra (74) | 250 Punjab (23) 800
Gujarat (16) | 250 West Bengal (33) | 250  Tamil Nadu (20) | 800
250 6 Haryana (13) | 250 U.P. (18) 300 Telangana (7) 830
1,200t0 1,400 | 134 J&K (2) 250 Meghalaya (1) 500 Andhra (5) 850
>=1,400 9 Karnataka (34) | 250 Delhi (42) 750 Chhattisgarh (1) 850
Total 149 Jharkhand (4) | 250 Rajasthan (4) 750

Note: Prices are from Co-WIN portal as of 6.30 p.m. on Tuesday | Source: Data compilation courtesy Pratap Vardhan

notes that India loses over $10 billion in tax
revenue due to the use of offshore struc-
tures, particularly through investments
made by Indian residents through Mauritius,
Singapore and the Netherlands. This is sup-
ported by the overseas direct investment
(ODI) data from 2000 to 2021 published by
the Reserve Bank of India, where the cumu-
lative ODI for the period primarily went
through Singapore, Mauritius, the U.S., the
Netherlands, and the United Kingdom.

Start-ups and large Indian conglomerates
commonly use offshore structures for con-
ducting global operations. Revenue from
such operations is often retained offshore
and not repatriated to India. Tax advantages
incentivise such structures, due to which
taxes on such income are not paid in India.
Once these proposals are implemented, In-
dian companies would have to pay addition-
al taxes on their offshore structures to the ex-
tent that the effective rate of tax is lower than
the global minimum tax rate.

Other major factors

With tax incentives neutralised, countries
may have to compete on other factors like
better regulatory regimes, ease of doing bu-
siness, access to global talent, among others.
The U.S. proposal indicates that the country
is pushing the OECD to swiftly achieve con-
sensus on the global minimum tax rate, in
the absence of which the U.S. proposes to ap-
ply its domestic law version of Pillar Two at a
rate of 21% (which may now be 15%).

Several countries have taken a different
approach to the rate of global minimum tax.
While France and Germany have expressed
support, the EU has raised concerns regard-
ing the high rate proposed by the United
States. Countries have stated that the propo-
sal infringes upon their tax sovereignty and
that the fight against unfair tax competition
should not become a fight against competi-
tive tax systems. Given that the U.S. is now
pushing for a 15% rate, the fate of Pillar Two
will depend on whether this proposal is ac-
ceptable to other countries.

The U.S. appears keen on closing the ne-
gotiations around the 15% floor, which
should also benefit India. Presumably, the
remaining obstacles to gaining a consensus
are the issues with Pillar One. As economies
struggle amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the
necessity of encouraging trade and econom-
ic activity should be prioritised over dis-
agreements on tax allocations. A tax-related
trade war or entrenchment of unilateral le-
vies may further harm both global and na-
tional economies.

The authors are tax experts with Nishith Desai
Associates
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Swaran Singh to visit four nations

[New Delhi, June 2] Before the Minister for
External Affairs, Mr. Swaran Singh, visits the
four major world capitals, the Government
of India is looking into all aspects of the Ban-
gla Desh problem in greater depth to deter-
mine the line he should take in his talks with
the American, Soviet, British and French
Governments and what the international
community could do to ensure a fair deal for
the East Bengal people, who do not want to
remain any longer under the Pakistani yoke.

Mr. Swaran Singh is leaving for Moscow
on Sunday, and he will thereafter go to
Bonn, Paris, New York and Washington, be-
fore visiting London on his way back home.
Bonn and Ottawa are the latest additions to
Mr. Swaran Singh’s itinerary, but he is still
awaiting word from the Canadian Govern-
ment about mutually convenient dates for
the stopover in Ottawa en route to London.

In the preparatory talks now going on
through diplomatic channels with them, the
Big Four Powers are reported to have broad-
ly indicated that it should be possible to pre-
serve the political entity of Pakistan as a sin-
gle State by persuading the Yahya regime to
get back to Sheikh Mujibur Rehman’s six
points, which would give East Bengal the
substance of separate existence.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 3, 1921

First Test at Nottingham

[London, May 28] Popular attention is fo-
cussed on the first test match at Nottingham.
Interest is intensified owing to the fact that
this is the hundredth contest of the series,
England and Australia each having won for-
ty, and nineteen having been drawn. Not-
tingham is over-crowded with cricket enthu-
siasts from the most distant parts of the
country intent on seeing the game. The re-
cent splendid performances of all the En-
glishmen, particularly Douglas, who is the
captain, have created a feeling of optimism
that the mother country will show Australia
that the latter is not invincible. Plum Warner
is of the opinion that the England eleven is
the best that could have been chosen.

[London, May 28] ... England won the toss
and Douglas elected to bat. A disastrous
start was made, three wickets falling for 18
runs. Hermes who batted carefully for his
thirty runs and Woolley who made twenty
were the only English batsmen to put on a
show and the innings closed for 112.

— Reuter’s Special Service
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Why not buy 100%

vaccines, SC asks Centre

The Centre’s liberalised vac-
cination policy gives it only
a 50% role to purchase CO-
VID-19 vaccines. The other
half is equally shared bet-
ween the States/Union Ter-
ritories and private hospi-
tals. The court said the
Centre had left the States
with very little bargaining
powers by pre-fixing with
the manufacturers both the
quantity and the price of
vaccines for the States.
“Prima facie, the only
room for negotiation with
the two vaccine manufac-
turers [Serum Institute of
India and Bharat Biotech]
was on price and quantity,
both of which have been
pre-fixed by the Central go-
vernment,” the court rea-
soned. Besides, the court
said the States were handi-
capped in their direct talks
with foreign vaccine manu-
facturers as the latter pre-
ferred negotiating with fed-

eral governments.
The court also sought
confirmation from the

States about the Centre’s
claim that “every State/UT

government shall provide
vaccination free of cost to its
population.”

“It is important that indi-
vidual State/Union Territory
governments confirm/deny
this position before this
court. Further, if they have
decided to vaccinate their
population for free then, as
a matter of principle, it is
important that this policy is
annexed to their affidavit, so
that the population within
their territories can be as-
sured of their right to be
vaccinated for free at a State
vaccination centre,” the
court explained.

The Bench directed the
States and UTs to file their
affidavits in this regard with-
in the next two weeks and
clarify their individual poli-
cies for free vaccination.

The court has asked the
Centre to place on record its
“written policy” to ensure
the equitable distribution of
vaccines, and how this
would factor into the ration-
ale of equal apportionment
between State/UT govern-
ments and private hospitals.

Let Centre distribute
vaccines, says Odisha CM

In his letter, Mr. Patnaik
said, “After the second
wave, people are very
scared about future waves
and variants. Every citizen
in India has been affected by
this pandemic in one way or
the other. It could be losing
aloved one or losing a job or
loss in business or just the
mental trauma because of
the present situation. None
has been spared by this pan-
demic.”

After the Union govern-
ment announced the
Phase-3 of the vaccine poli-
cy, allowing vaccination of
those above 18 years and
procurement by State go-
vernments and the private
sector, there has been great
demand for vaccines, the
five-time Chief Minister of

Odisha said.

No State was safe unless
all the States adopted vacci-
nation as a top priority and
executed it on war-footing.
“This cannot be a battle
among the States to procure
vaccines,” he wrote.

Ms. Banerjee added that
the Chief Minister of Kerala
had also written to the
Centre on the issue. She said
there were about 140 crore
people in India and unless
the Centre provided vac-
cines, it was going to take a
lot of time to vaccinate the
population.

Ms. Banerjee pointed out
that the BJP had promised
free vaccination to the peo-
ple of Bihar during the As-
sembly polls but had not
kept the promise.

New IT rules don't apply
to us, Google tells HC

Google urged the High
Court to quash its April 20
order which applied the In-
formation Technology (In-
termediary Guidelines &
Digital Media Ethics Code)
Rules 2021 to it, while deal-
ing with an issue related to
removal of offending con-
tent from the Internet.

It said the High Court in
its April 20 order had “gen-
erally” observed that for re-
moval or access disable-
ment of offending content,
they must be blocked
throughout the world. This
observation, it said, was
“overbroad and cannot ap-
ply to all takedown orders
for all grievances”.

“Global removal is applic-
able to such objectionable
content which is universally
recognized as unlawful (for
eg. child pornography). Ho-
wever, there may be content
which is prohibited in India
but is lawful in other coun-
tries,” Google said.

Acting on Google’s plea, a
bench of Chief Justice D.N.
Patel and Justice Jyoti Singh
issued notice to the Centre,
Delhi government, Internet
Service Providers’ Associa-
tion of India, Facebook, the
pornographic site and the
woman on whose plea the
April 20 order was passed.

The bench said it was not
going to issue any interim
order at this stage and post-
ed the case for further hear-
ing on July 25.

Google said the function
of a search engine was to on-
ly “crawl and index existing
information as available or
published or hosted by in-
dependent third-party
websites”.

This process of search did
not censor the findings — it
found material that corres-
ponded to the request of the
search, hosted by other in-
dependent third-party web-
sites that were beyond the
control of search engines.

Dominica court adjourns
hearing in Choksi case

On Wednesday, Mr. Choksi’s
team claimed that his hu-
man rights were violated ev-
er since he was allegedly
“abducted” from Antigua.
“My husband is in hospital
and I have been able to
speak to him. He is trauma-
tised and has lots of
wounds. He was also men-
tally tortured. We are deep-
ly anguished by comments
of Antigua PM Browne,” Pri-
ti Choksi told WION, a TV
channel.

During the hearing, Mr.
Choksi’s team also raised
questions about a female
friend who allegedly plotted
his removal from Antigua to
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Dominica. Lawyers appear-
ing for Mr. Choksi argued
that he is an Antigua citizen
and he should be sent back
to Antigua.

Antigua maintains that
Mr. Choksi remains an In-
dian citizen. Indian authori-
ties who are closely watch-
ing the case maintain that
Mr. Choksi should be extra-
dited to India as he commit-
ted crimes while being an
Indian citizen before taking
the Antigua citizenship. Mr.
Choksi’s team maintains
that he should be sent to An-
tigua to face trial there
where he enjoyed protec-
tion against deportation.

»

Cabinet gives
nod to Model
Tenancy Act

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved the
Model Tenancy Act to be
sent to the States and Un-
ion Territories to enact le-
gislation or amend laws on
rental properties. The
meeting was chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

“It will help overhaul the
legal framework with res-
pect to rental housing
across the country, which
would help spur its overall
growth...It will enable crea-
tion of adequate rental
housing stock for all the in-
come groups thereby ad-
dressing the issue of home-
lessness,” a government
statement said.

The model Act, if passed
by the States and UTs,
would prescribe the norms
for lease agreements, de-
posits, dispute handling
and other aspects of rental
properties. “It will enable
institutionalisation of ren-
tal housing by gradually
shifting it towards the for-
mal market and facilitate
unlocking of vacant houses
for rental housing purpos-
es,” the government said.

Cong. panel
submits report
on poll debacle

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Congress’s five-mem-
ber panel, headed by form-
er Maharashtra Chief Mi-
nister Ashok Chavan, that
was set up to study the par-
ty’s poor performance in
the recently concluded As-
sembly elections has sub-
mitted its initial report to
party president Sonia
Gandhi.

While the post-mortem
of Assam and Kerala results
have been done, the pro-
cess is yet to be complete
for West Bengal, where
Congress drew a blank.

Caste categories for NREGS pay

It will complicate payment system, may lead to a reduction in funding: experts

PRISCILLA JEBARA]
NEW DELHI
The Centre has asked the
States to split wage payments
under the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)
scheme into separate catego-
ries for the Scheduled
Castes, the Scheduled Tribes
and others from this finan-
cial year. Workers’ rights ad-
vocates said this will compli-
cate the payment system,
and expressed fears that it
may lead to a reduction in
scheme funding.
“Government of India has
decided to provide separate
budget heads for SC and ST
categories under MGNREGS
from the financial year 2021-
22 for wage payment. The ex-
isting system for wages un-
der the scheme is for only
one type that is there is no
category wise provision of
wage payment,” said the ad-

New changes: MGNREGA scheme workers at a project site at
Ramakrishnapuram in Telangana. =FfiLe pHoTO

visory sent by Rural Develop-
ment Ministry Director
Dharmvir Jha to all State go-
vernments on March 2. The
Hindu has seen a copy of the
advisory, which does not in-
clude any rationale for the
new procedure.

A video conference was
held with State representa-
tives to lay out the new pro-
cess in March. One of the

participants said that States
were asked to verify if job
cards for SC and ST benefici-
aries were being properly al-
located at the field level.
They were told they would
be given fund allocations ac-
cording to this criteria, indi-
cating that labour budgets
would also be segregated on
a caste basis.

“The Ministry may be

Vaccinators undertake trek on

hills to inoculate tribes in Odisha

They face challenges as COVID-19 cases emerge from PVTGs

SATYASUNDAR BARIK
BHUBANESWAR

At a time when people make
beeline in front of the vacci-
nators, some healthcare
workers in Odisha’s Rayaga-
da face peculiar challenges —
trekking and negotiating
slippery hilly roads.

After COVID-19 positive
cases emerged from the
Dongria Kondh, a Particular-
ly Vulnerable Tribal Group
(PVTG), the State govern-
ment had prioritised to vac-
cinate the tribe even though
it involves tough and
treacherous trek to the up-
per slopes of the Niyamgiri
hill range where they live.

A team of vaccinators had
to trek three kilometres with
vaccine carrier boxes to
reach Hangabadi PVTG vil-
lage in Rayagada district on
Wednesday. “The challenge
does not end after reaching
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A team of vaccinatorsin
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villages. Vaccinators with
help of village headman
have to convince the Don-
gria Kondh people to get the
jab,” said P. Arthanari, Pro-
ject Director of Odisha PVTG
Empowerment and Liveli-
hood Improvement.

Many habitations in Ni-
yamgiri hill range are scat-
tered. Trekking is the only
means to reach some villag-
es. Sometimes, vaccinators
have to reach the villages un-
announced as there is every
chance of the fearful tribals

fleeing away into forest.

When COVID-19 cases
were first detected among
the Dongria Kondh in the se-
cond week of May, it set the
alarm bells ringing in the ad-
ministration. The tribe an-
nounced that since they
worship Niyamraja, presid-
ing deity of Niyamgiri, noth-
ing would happen to them.

“Dongria Kondh were in-
itially not ready to get tested.
However, after much per-
suasion, we were able to
break the ice. We tested
them and motivated them to
stay in isolation. The situa-
tion is much better now,”
said Saroj Kumar Mishra,
Rayagada District Collector.
The administration had test-
ed 375 Dongria Kondh and
136 of them had tested posi-
tive. Mr. Mishra said a very
few were left infected follow-
ing swift action.

thinking that this allocation
is all being taken by the gen-
eral category people, so they
want to segregate based on
the population of the dis-
trict. And even the projec-
tion is done like that. Go-
vernment thought: ‘Why not
take exclusive allocation for
SC and ST?’” said the State
representative, who did not
wish to be named.

“These new modalities
are bound to create compli-
cations in a payment system
that is actually begging to be
simplified,” said a statement
by the NREGA Sangharsh
Morcha.

“All NREGA workers have
the same rights. Segregating
them into three groups for
purposes of budgeting and
wage payments serves no
purpose,” it added.

Some activists expressed
the fear that the reform is
meant to reduce funding.

HC dismisses
Juhi Chawla’s
plea on 5G

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday termed the pe-
tition filed by actor Juhi
Chawla against the roll-out
of 5G technology in India
as “defective” and done for
“media publicity”.

Justice J.R. Medha also
asked why the actor had
moved the court directly
without first giving any re-
presentation to the govern-
ment. “It is a defective
plaint. This suit has been
filed only for media public-
ity and nothing more than
that. It is very shocking,”
the judge said while reserv-
ing the order on the plea.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Central government, also
said that the suit was frivo-
lous. Mr. Mehta said 5G
policy was obviously not
prohibited in law.

Judgment will deter rape
victims from fighting case’

Women’s groups slam Tejpal verdict

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The judgment acquitting Ta-
run Tejpal by a Goa court
will deter women from fight-
ing rape cases as it puts the
survivor, and not the ac-
cused, in the dock, say over
300 women’s groups, acti-
vists and academics in a
joint statement.

Last month, a sessions
court in Goa acquitted form-

er Tehelka editor-in-chief

Tarun Tejpal of all charges
in a 2013 rape case involving
a junior colleague. The jud-
gemnt has been widely criti-
cised for detailing the wo-
man complainant’s
WhatsApp chats, email mes-
sages and past relationships
to discredit her as an unre-
liable witness. The Goa go-
vernment has appealed
against the judgment.

“The judgment showcas-
es the kind of gruelling trial

Palestine flays India’s abstention from vote

Fourteen nations
kept away from
the Human Rights
Council resolution

KALLOL BHATTACHER]JEE
NEW DELHI

India’s abstention from the
latest resolution on the Pal-
estinian issue suppresses hu-
man rights of “all people”,
Palestine’s Foreign Minister
Riad Malki has said.

In an unusually strong let-
ter sent to External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar on
May 30, Dr. Malki said the re-
solution titled “Ensuring res-
pect for international human
rights law and humanitarian
law in Occupied Palestinian
Territory including East Je-
rusalem and in Israel” was a
product of long years of mul-

‘BIP-JJP govt.
policies behind
unemployment’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

Congress national general
secretary Randeep Singh
Surjewala on Wednesday
said owing to anti-youth
policies of the BJP-JJP go-
vernment in Haryana, the
unemployment among the
youth in both rural and ur-
ban areas of the State was
on the rise.

Mr. Surjewala said the
latest unemployment fi-
gures of Haryana released
by the Centre for Monitor-
ing of Indian Economy
have exposed the ‘anti-
youth’ face of the BJP-JJP
government. “The rate of
unemployment is 29.10%...
... itis the result of the inef-
ficiency, incompetence
and the negative policies
adopted by the Khattar-
Dushyant Chautala govern-
ment towards youth.”

The resolution is not an aberration

to the Human Rights Council. It is
the by-product of extensive multilateral
consultations. It is the consolidation of
years and thorough investigations into
and reporting on Israel’s grave viola-

tions..Therefore, your abstention stifles
the important work of Human Rights
Council at advancing human rights for
all peoples, including those of the
Palestinian people
RIAD MALKI

PALESTINIAN FOREIGN MINISTER

tilateral negotiation.
“Republic of India missed
an opportunity to join the in-
ternational community at
this turning point, both cru-
cial and long overdue, on the
path to accountability, jus-
tice and peace,” he stated.
India abstained in the vot-
ing on the resolution at the
Human Rights Council
[HRC] on May 27 that came

up against the backdrop of
the latest round of conflict
between Israel and Gaza
strip, the coastal part of the
Palestinian territories.

Death of Indian citizen

India had condemned the
death of an Indian citizen in
the rocket attacks by Hamas
from Gaza but in a rare Unit-
ed Nations Security Council

meeting on May 17, Perma-
nent Representative T.S. Ti-
rumurti expressed India’s
support to the “just Palesti-
nian cause”. India has main-
tained that two-state solu-
tion to equal sovereign rights
is the way forward to resolve
the century-old crisis. Ho-
wever, India abstained from
voting on the resolution,
which is aimed at securing
Israel’s compliance with in-
ternational human rights.
“The resolution is not an
aberration to the Human
Rights Council. It is the by-
product of extensive multi-
lateral consultations. It is the
consolidation of years and
thorough investigations into
and reporting on Israel’s
grave violations by States,
United Nations experts, Hu-
man Rights Treaty bodies,
and international organisa-

tions...Therefore, your ab-
stention stifles the important
work of Human Rights Coun-
cil at advancing human
rights for all peoples, includ-
ing those of the Palestinian
people,” Dr. Malki wrote.

The resolution was adopt-
ed with the vote of 24 mem-
bers. Nine voted against, and
14, including India, ab-
stained. The passing of the
resolution led to the setting
up of an independent com-
mission of inquiry to investi-
gate violation of internation-
al law by Israel.

Dr. Malki said the Palesti-
nian people were deprived
of applicability of interna-
tional law. The “root causes
of the injustice” against the
Palestinian people was “dis-
possession, displacement,
colonisation” by Israel, the
Minister noted.

New pension rules will gag critics of govt.

May 31 notification warns ex-intelligence officials on publishing any information

VIJAITA SINGH
NEW DELHI

The new pension rules noti-
fied on May 31 warning re-
tired intelligence officials of
forfeiture of pension bene-
fits if they publish any infor-
mation related to the organi-
sation they served without
government clearance are
not applicable to their coun-
terparts in the IAS, the IFS,
the Comptroller and Auditor
General of India (CAG),
former Union Ministers or
the armed forces.

Retired officials pointed
out that such restrictions al-
ready exist and the notifica-
tion was vague and will be
used to gag the vocal critics
of the government. Former
Research and Analysis Wing
(RAW) chief A.S Dulat said
the notification will discour-
age many from writing and
hoped that the rule is un-
iformly applied.

The Department of Per-
sonnel and Training (DoPT)
notified the Central Civil Ser-
vices (Pension) Amendment
Rules, 2020 on May 31. The
said rules first drafted in 1972
have been amended 47
times. In 2008, Rule 8 per-
taining to “pension subject
to future good conduct” was
first amended by inserting
the condition that retired in-
telligence and security offi-
cials will not publish any ma-
terial that affects the
“sovereignty and integrity of
India, the security, strategic,
scientific or economic inter-
ests of the State, or relation
with a foreign State or which
would lead to incitement of
an offence”.

The May 31 amendment
expands the scope to include
any information related to
“domain of the organisation,
any reference or information
about any personnel and his

designation, and expertise
or knowledge gained by vir-
tue of working in that
organisation”.

It also requires the retired
officials to sign an undertak-
ing — Form 26 — and declare
that without the prior appro-
val of the competent author-
ity they will not publish any
information related to the
“domain of the organisation
and obtained by virtue of my
working in the said
organisation”.

The rules would cover re-
tired officials of the Intelli-
gence Bureau, RAW, Nation-
al  Technical Research
Organisation (NTRO), Indian
Revenue Service (IRS), Cus-
toms officials and all other
organisations exempted un-
der the Right to Information
Act (RTI) such as the Nation-
al Security Council Secreta-
riat, Defence Research and
Development Organisation,

Border Road Organisation
among others.

The DoPT officials refused
to comment and the imme-
diate trigger for the fresh
amendment was not clear.

A government source said
the rules were brought to
bring clarity and the inten-
tion is always to safeguard
national interest.

“By no means do these
rules deny any such former
official from expressing his/
her views. In fact, it makes it
easier for them to do so, gi-
ven that they can now con-
tact the head of their former
employer organisation and
seek clarification on wheth-
er the proposed material is
sensitive or non-sensitive,”
said the source

However, officials pointed
out that the amendment has
been under preparation for
some time but it cannot be
applied retrospectively

»

that a survivor of sexual as-
sault has to face in an insen-
sitive court atmosphere and
the relentless, cruel and of-
ten scandalous, illegal and
irrelevant cross examina-
tion that a prosecutrix also
faces,” according to the joint
statement. The signatories
of the statement include or-
ganisations like the All India
Democratic Women’s Asso-
ciation, All India Progressive
Women’s Association, and
Forum Against Oppression
of Women and former MP
Subhasini Ali, Prabhat Pat-
naik of the JNU and Arund-
hati Dhuru of the National
Alliance of People’s Move-
ment. It condemns the judg-
ment for conducting an in-
quiry into every aspect of
the survivor’s private life,
“while no such wide evi-
dence of the accused and
his interactions were placed
on record at all.”

- 'Row over
~Alapan a
closed chapter’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Wed-
nesday said “the Alapan
Bandyopdhyay chapter is
now closed”. She said the
government will continue
to extend support to him.

“No questions on Ala-
pan Bandyopadhyay as the
chapter is over now... Ala-
pan has retired. So I do not
want to talk about it,” she
told journalists when asked
about the Centre issuing
show-cause notice to the
former Chief Secretary.

Mr. Bandyopadhyay opt-
ed to retire from services
on May 31, despite a three-
month extension after the
Centre issued a notice to
him on May 28 and May 31.
The Centre has issued the
notice to the former bu-
reaucrat under the Disaster
Management Act.

TMC MP Abhishek Ba-
nerjee also defended Mr.
Bandyopadhyay and said
instead of him charges
should be brought against
those responsible for the
eight-phase polls in West
Bengal.

SC stays HC
order on
oxygen device

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Purchasing an oxygen con-
centrator from abroad will
now attract an IGST of 12%
as opposed to 28%, follow-
ing the Supreme Court stay
on Tuesday of a Delhi High
Court order on the issue.
Commercial imports of
concentrators are taxed at
12%. Imported concentra-
tors received as a gift were
tax-free after the HC order.
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Idea of GST
is dead, says
Chidambaram

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

In a scathing attack on the
government’s implementa-
tion of the goods and ser-
vices tax (GST), former Un-
ion Finance Minister P.
Chidambaram on Wednes-
day said the idea of GST
was dead.

‘Talking shop’

In a series of tweets, Mr.
Chidambaram alleged that
the GST Council had been
reduced to a talking shop
and accused tax officers of
turning into ‘hounds’.

His attack on the Central
government came a day af-
ter Congress Chief Minis-
ters Ashok Gehlot and Bhu-
pesh Baghel slammed the
Finance Ministry’s consti-
tution of Group of Minis-
ters of the GST Council by
excluding Finance Minis-
ters of their States.

Economy resilient, will rebound: Thakur

Union Minister says Chidambaram chose to ignore hard data and went ahead with ‘whataboutery’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Taking on former Union Fi-
nance Minister P. Chidamba-
ram for his criticism of the
state of the economy, Minis-
ter of State for Finance Anu-
rag Thakur said that it was
resilient and would rebound
in the times ahead. He cited
international agencies’ pro-
jections of India as the only
“major economy” to record
a double digit growth in
2021-22.

“Is the Indian economy an
island in isolation; have oth-
er major economies not
faced a GDP contraction?
Are you not aware that
France, Germany, Italy and
the U.K. contracted by 8.2%,
4.9%, 8.9% and 9.9%, res-
pectively. Canada, Russia,
South Africa and the U.S. too
have seen contraction in
their GDP in the past year,”
he stated, referring to the

Webinar on connections
between law, humanities

Part of SRM Virtual Conclave, 2021

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

The 12th of the 15-part webi-
nar series — SRM Virtual
Conclave for Career Gui-
dance 2021 — is scheduled to
be held at 11 a.m. on on June
5.

The SRM Institute of
Science and Technology
(SRMIST), in association
with The Hindu Group, has
launched the 15-part webi-
nar series — SRM Virtual
Conclave for Career Gui-
dance 2021 — that spotlights
science, engineering, tech-
nology, law, humanities and
medical health sciences
courses and their relevance
to the 2020s workplace.

The 12th in this webinar
series, “Interdisciplinary
connections between law
and humanities”, will fea-
ture eminent panellists such
as V.M. Kannan, advocate at
the Supreme Court; Sridhar
Krishnaswami, Deputy

Activists flay
choice of
NHRC chief

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A group of human rights
activists on Wednesday
raised concerns over ap-
pointment of former Su-
preme Court judge, Justice
Arun Kumar Mishra, as the
chairperson of the National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC).

The Centre’s decision
“smacks of brazen arro-
gance and indifference to
public opinion and once
again highlights the cynical
disdain of the government
for democratic norms and
constitutional proprie-
ties”.

The activists pointed out
that the selection of Justice
Mishra by a committee
headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was despite
the objection of another
committee member, Lead-
er of the Opposition in the

Lok Sabha Mallikarjun
Kharge.
The Congress leader had

suggested appointing so-
meone from Dalit, Adivasi
or minority communities,
“considering that the bulk
of victims of state abuse
comes from these com-
munities”.

It was “very clear”, ac-
cording to them, that Jus-
tice Mishra seemed to have
been “rewarded for having
declared his fealty to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
a judicial conference in-
volving judges from 24
countries on 20th January,
20207,

Among the signatories
were People’s Union for Ci-
vil Liberties president Ravi-
kiran Jain, Supreme Court
advocate Vrinda Grover,
writer and activist Harsh
Mander and former mem-
ber of the Planning Com-
mission Syeda Hameed.
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Dean and Professor, Depart-
ment of Journalism and
Mass Communication, Fa-
culty of Science and Hu-
manities, SRMIST; and Pro-
fessor Gurudath
Anantharamaiah Chilkun-
da, Dean, Faculty of Law,
SRMIST. It will be moderat-
ed by Yashasvini Rajeshwar,
founder and
CEO,
AuxoHub.
The ses- ‘¥g
sion will
conclude
with ques-
tion and answer with the
speakers. To register for the
free webinar, visit http://

c) Is the Indian economy an
island in isolation; have
other major economies not

faced a GDP contraction?

Are you not aware that France,
Germany, Italy and the UK.
contracted by 8.2%, 4.9%, 8.9%

and 9.9% respectively

ANURAG THAKUR
Minister of State for Finance

7.3% contraction in GDP in
2020-21.

“Consistent reforms have
ensured strong fundamen-
tals through these difficult
times... [so] India had a swift
rebound from a contraction
of 24.4% in the 1st quarter of
FY 2020-21 to a growth of
1.6% in the 4th quarter.” In-
dia had been resilient des-
pite the disruptions in the
globalised world, he noted.

“I am not surprised that
the Former Finance Minister
chose to ignore hard data

and instead went ahead with
‘whataboutery’ - the Con-
gress leadership has embo-
died this clueless approach
over the years.” Facts belied
Mr. Chidambaram’s advice
on initiating cash transfers to
people to help cope with the
second wave, he said.

Mr. Thakur urged Mr. Chi-
dambaram to “shift gears
from his gloom and dooms-
day prediction”. It was evi-
dent that the “lockdown
saved lives and gradual un-
locking allowed green

shoots” in the economy, as
reflected in the record GST
collections, growth in auto
sales, steel, cement and in-
ternational air cargo, he
pointed out.

“The Index of Eight Core
Industries grew 11.4% in
March 2021 and a staggering
56.1% in April 2021... Steel
and cement sectors grew
27.3% and 32.7%, respective-
ly, in March 2021. Important
to note, since this growth is
over and above the pre-lock-
down period of March 2020.
The two sectors grew 400%
& 549% in April 2021,” he
said.

Mr. Thakur told Mr. Chi-
dambaram, “While you
doubt the resilience of In-
dian entrepreneurs, small
businesses, traders and
MSMEs to revive themselves;
various international agen-
cies project India to grow by
12.5% in FY 2021-22 making

us the only major economy
to have a projected double
digit growth.”

Cash transfers

On Mr. Chidambaram’s ad-
vice to initiate cash transfers
to help the poor cope with
the second wave of the pan-
demic, he cited the higher
procurement of wheat, puls-
es and rice during the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance
tenure. He alleged that the
Congress had misled farmers
on agricultural laws.

“Today, farmers are hap-
py and have differentiated
the truth from the false nar-
rative of Congress leaders,”
he observed.

“Over X 2.65 lakh crore
has been sanctioned by pu-
blic and private sector banks
and NBFCs to over 92 lakh
accounts. Does this not pro-
vide ‘cash’ flow for business-
es?” he said.

UNGA head: India to vote for Maldives

Decision will disappoint Afghanistan, which has Zalmai Rassoul in the race

SUHASINI HAIDAR

NEW DELHI

India will vote in support of
Maldives’ Foreign Minister
Abdulla Shahid in the elec-
tion of the President of the
United Nations General As-
sembly next week, a deci-
sion which will disappoint
another close neighbour, Af-
ghanistan, which has former
Foreign Minister Zalmai Ras-
soul in the running.

The race between the
South Asian neighbours for
the post, which is being cho-
sen this time from the Asia-
Pacific grouping, will be de-
cided in the election on June
7.

According to a senior offi-
cial in Kabul, the Ghani go-
vernment has formally re-
quested India to vote for Mr.
Rassoul, and was still hope-
ful of securing support. Ho-
wever, at least three govern-
ment officials aware of the
process here have said that

Abdulla Shahid

as it had committed support
for the Maldives, and sug-
gested that Mr. Rassoul’s
candidature had been an-
nounced only in January,
which was quite late for the
race. “Normally it takes
about a year to canvass for a
position like the UNGA Presi-
dent,” said one official.
“While Afghanistan had
sounded us out earlier, they
did take very long to an-
nounce the candidate, and
by then we had already ta-

the announcement of Mr.
Rassoul’s decision to run had
taken many in Delhi by sur-
prise, as they had hoped that
Mr. Shahid to be a consensus
candidate in the Asian
grouping, which gets its turn
once every five years.

“A vote for the President
of the GA is always very divi-
sive both for the concerned
regional group, as well as for
the wider membership of
the UNGA. Such a situation
allows the major powers
who have veto privileges out-
side the UNGA to use the
elections to pursue their
own agendas,” former In-
dian Permanent Representa-
tive to the United Nations
Asoke Kumar Mukerji told
The Hindu.

In 2016, Fiji won the elec-
tion after a bitter contest
with Cyprus that saw the U.S.
and China taking different
sides.

Officials suggested that in

While most countries
have not disclosed their vote
yet, India had confirmed its
support to the Maldives dur-
ing a virtual meeting bet-
ween External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar and Mr.
Shahid in August 2020, and
Foreign Secretary Harsh
Shringla had made a public
statement during a visit to
Male last November.

“With his vast diplomatic
experience and leadership
qualities, Foreign Minister
Shahid has the best creden-
tials to preside over the Gen-
eral Assembly in these tu-
multuous  times,” Mr.
Shringla had said.

Given major global moves
on Afghanistan as the U.S.
prepares to pull out all
troops in September this
year, New Delhi is keen that
its stand is not seen as taking
a position against Afghanis-
tan, and officials stressed
that the vote was not an indi-

Paid vaccination policy
arbitrary, irrational: SC

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
called the Union govern-
ment’s paid vaccination pol-
icy for citizens 18-44 years of
age as “prima facie arbi-
trary and irrational”.

The court said the
Centre’s “liberalised vacci-
nation policy”, which co-
vered the age group, expect-
ed them to pay through
their noses.

The first two phases of
the vaccination drive had
the Centre in the driver’s
seat. The vaccination was al-
so free of cost. However, the
onset of the second wave
and expansion of the immu-
nisation drive to cover the
18-44 age group saw the
Centre give ground and take
responsibility for only 50%
of vaccine purchase and dis-
tribution, leaving the States
and private hospitals to buy
vaccines at a higher price, it
stated.

“The policy of the Central
government for conducting
free vaccination themselves
for groups under the first
two phases, and replacing it
with paid vaccination by the
State/UT Governments and
private hospitals for the per-
sons between 18-44 years is,
prima facie, arbitrary and
irrational,” a Bench led by
Justice DJY. Chandrachud
observed in a 32-page order
released on Wednesday.

The Bench asked wheth-
er the Centre had taken a
“means test” to ascertain
beforehand whether even
50% of the 18-44 age group
could afford to pay for their
vaccines.

The digital registration
and booking of vaccine slots
through CoWIN, coupled
with the current scarcity of
vaccines, ensured that the
rich got vaccinated first, it
said.

To top it all, the “liberal-
ised” vaccine policy did not
prioritise people with co-
morbidities, disabilities or
belonging to vulnerable
groups within the 18-44 age
group.

The court directed the

SC flags digital
divide citing
Co-WIN chaos

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday said even the
digitally literate are finding
it hard to get vaccine slots
on Co-WIN.

“A vaccination policy
exclusively relying on a
digital portal for
vaccinating a significant
population of this country
between the ages of 18-44
would be unable to meet its
target of universal
immunisation owing to
such a digital divide,” a
Bench led by Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud said in an
order released on
Wednesday.

ability of vaccines till De-
cember 31, 2021. It ordered
the Centre to submit all the
“relevant documents and
file notings reflecting its
thinking and culminating in

the vaccination policy”
along with an affidavit in
two weeks.

It asked the Centre to
come clean on the prepa-
redness with respect to
specific needs of children in
the event of a third wave.

The Bench sought details
on the percentage of popu-
lation vaccinated (with one
dose and both doses). “This
shall include data pertain-
ing to the percentage of ru-
ral population as well as the
percentage of urban popula-
tion so vaccinated,” it clari-
fied. It asked the govern-
ment to outline how and
when it would vaccinate the

remaining population.
The court sought the
complete data on the

Centre’s purchase history of
COVID-19 vaccines till date
(Covaxin, Covishield and
Sputnik V).

It ordered the govern-
ment to specify steps being
taken to ensure the availa-

bit.ly/SRMTHEI2 or scan the India has made it clear thatit  ken a call [on the Maldives].” the current contest, China cator of bilateral ties with Centre to place onrecorda  bility of the drug for
QR Code. cannot vote for Afghanistan Sources suggested that could support Afghanistan. either country. road map of projected avail- mucormycosis.
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No. 21005/RECT/2020

NATIONAL BOARD OF EXAMINATIONS
IN MEDICAL SCIENCES

(Autonomous body of the M/o. Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of India)
NAMS Building, Medical Enclave, Ansari Nagar,
New Delhi — 110029

Dated 01/6/2021
VACANCY NOTICE

Computer Based Test: -

The National Board of Examinations in Medical Sciences is an
Autonomous body of the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Govt.
of India, that conducts Post Graduate Examinations of High standards
in the field of Modern Medicine and Allied specialties at National level.
The NBE invites applications from eligible candidates for Regular
appointment to the following administrative posts, through a

Name of Post Pay Level | No. of Vacancies*

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

T.T.Devasthanam invites Expression of Interest (EOI) for Consultancy Service for
providing Architectural lighting / Special lighting / Delightful illumination to Sri
Govindaraja Swamy temple, Tirupati, Chittoor Dist., Andhra Pradesh from the
prequalified lighting consultants.
For details log on to www.tirumala.org (or) Contact No.9849218181.

Roc.No.PR4/13931/Adv.No.34/PR0/2021/Dated:02-06-2021

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Advt. No. NIT-AP/CSPS/TENDER-01/2021-22

TENDER NOTIFICATION

Sealed tenders are invited from
Reputed Firms / Agencies for the following
Annual Maintenance Contract for Providing

Horticulture / Landscaping / Gardening Works
at NIT Andhra Pradesh, Tadepalligudem

TADEPALLIGUDEM - 534 101, A.P, INDIA

Date: 03-06-2021

shuge e

ST - 112

Jugat st 7 fege

0 BEiey SIYQR TAwRT Ao, Sy
Y ST B A, IIATST, STEqR-342001
. R femp: - 31/05/2021
:: §-aIs aen & - 54 fage-11/02/2021-22

All the details can be obtained from the institute website
www.nitandhra.ac.in

DIRECTOR

File no-E1-1697/19 - M147290
Construction of Street
shopping Complex
File no-E1-11135/17 - M147291-
Stay Home for women in
Guruvayur Municipality

For more details visit.
Www.guruvayoormunicipality.
Isgkerala.gov.in
www.etenderskerala.gov.in,
www.lsgkerala.gov.in

Sd/-Secretary, Guruvayur municipality

Frf &g dohipd fesd & FafRa go o -vageic ufrm 3
Egﬁaﬁ%gﬁa@qﬁgmﬁaﬁﬁ%sqwﬁaﬁmwﬁgﬁ
qUT U R A fAis, e od oy @1 wrgef fyaxwr dewre

http://iwww.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, www.jodhpurjda.org, www.sppp.raj.nic.in

"@
Er

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA,

“e”- PROCUREMENT NOTICE
WORKS DEPARTMENT

E-mail : ceworldbankprojects@gmail.com
15t Corrigendum to Bid Identification No. CE-W.B.P.(0) - 01 / 2021-22

W @l ST FaaT g1 NIB CODE - JOD2122A0017, Tender ID/UBN No. -

JOD2122WS0OB00025, JOD2122WS0B00026, JOD2122WS0B00027

Senior Assistant 7 8
Junior Assistant 2 30
Junior Accountant 4 4

Raj.Samwad/C/1767/2021-22 Sifdremdt arfrraT (S -fega-11)

* No. of Vacancies are liable to change. Reservation as per G.O.l. norms

For further details on Online Registration, Last Date, Eligibility,
Reservation, Syllabus and other terms and conditions, please refer to
the detailed Vacancy notice at NBE website www.natboard.edu.in

Executive Director

E-mail: vacancy@natboard.edu.in ‘

OFFICE OF CHIEF ENGINEER (URBAN & NRW),
PUBLIC HEALTH ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT, JAL BHAWAN,
@ 2-CIVIL LINES JAIPUR, RAJASTHAN

BID NOTICE

On behalf of the Governor of Rajasthan, PHED invites bids online
in electronic format on website http:/eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, from
manufacturers for Procurement of ISI Marked MS Pipes size 125-

150mm conforming to IS: 1239 (Amended / Revised up to date)
against NIB No MS Pipes (125-150mm)/21-22/14 Dated 27.05.2021.

National Health Mission
Odisha State Health & Family Welfare Society
Health & FW Department, Govt. of Odisha
Annex Building of SIH & FW, Nayapalli, Unit-8, Bhubaneswar-75101

i, For details please visit website www.sppp.rajastan.gov.in & http:/
2 ! A eproc.rajasthan.gov.in.
i NIB Code = PHE2122A1243
e UBN PHE2122GLRC02899
DIPR/C/5163

(Mukesh Goyal)
Superintending Engineer
MM Circle, PHED, Jaipur

The Bid for the work "Construction of Concrete Pavement on Barsuan
Birsamunda Chhak to Bankabazar road from 1.000 Km to 3.700 Km under
DMF fund in the District of Sundargarh for the year 2020-21" is hereby cancelled
due to hike of labour rate.

Chief Engineer, World Bank Project, Odisha
OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF (CIVIL), ODISHA, BHUBANESWAR

_B-1 17: OIPR-34003/11/0003/2122 ]

Advt. No: 12/ 21

Date: 01.06.2021

Request for Proposal (RFP) through online for Operation & Management of
Urban Primary Health Center in partnership mode under NHM

Odisha State Health & Family Welfare Society invites online application as per the
prescribed RFP document from credible entities registered under Society Registration
Act/ Indian Trust Act/ Company Act./ Institutions like Medical Colleges/Hospitals run
under Govt./ Public Sector/Pvt. Sector for operation & management of some Urban
Primary Health Centers in partnership mode. The selection of Agencies are subject to
the Notification of UPHC by Govt. and approval of the projects in NHM PIP 201-22.

The eligibility criteria and detailed requirements for "Operation & Management of UPHC"
are set forth in the RFP document which can be downloaded along with user manual for
online application from the website: www.nhmodisha.gov.in. Interested bidders fulfilling
the eligibility criteria may submit their online application & required documents as set
forth in this RFP. The bidders have to submit EMD only in a sealed envelope through
Speed post/Registered post/Courier only clearly super scribing the name of the UPHC
applied for management on the envelop to the CDM&PHO of the applied district on or
before the last date for submission of online application mentioned in the RFP.

The interested bidders can apply online on the web link www.nhmodisha.in/ngo. The
online applications complete in all respect should be submitted latest by 22.06.2021.
Incomplete applications/applications received from the blacklisted NGOs/ Trusts will be
summarily rejected. The authority reserves the right for cancellation of the
Advertisement /selection / modification of guidelines for selection without assigning
any reason thereof. No personal inquiry shall be entertained.
sd/- Mission Director, NHM &
Member Secretary, OSH&FW Society
OIPR-10084/11/0008/2122 u

»

National Health Mission

KARNATAKA STATE HEALTH &

FAMILY WELFARE SOCIETY

1st Floor, Arogya Soudha, Magadi Road, Bengaluru - 560 023.

No: JD/NCD/48/2018-19 Date: 03-06-2021
Notification through E-Procurement

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

KSHFWS invites “Expression of Interest” from the eligible registered
Firms / NGOs to submit their interest for providing the services for
setting up a system of care for ST - Elevation Myocardical Infarction
(STEMI) in association with Sri Jayadeva Institute of Cardiovascular
Science and Research.

The detailed notification regarding eligibility and other details can
be obtained by logging on to www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in. The EQI
document can be downloaded through e-Procurement Portal from
03-06-2021, 11.30 Hrs. onwards and Last date for receipt of EOl is
17-06-2021 on or before 17.30 Hrs. Further details can be obtained
during the office hours from 10.00 to 17.30 Hrs.

DIPR/DDU/Adverto/459/2021-22 Sd/- Project Director (RCH)
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APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHANCELLOR

o

ALAGAPPA UNIVERSITY

(Reaccredited with “A+” Grade with CGPA: 3.64 by NAAC)
Karaikudi-630 003, Tamil Nadu, India

SEARCH COMMITTEE NOTIFICATION

o

The Government of Tamil Nadu Vide G.O. (D) No.77, Higher Education (H-1)
Department, dated: 29.03.2021 has constituted the Search Committee to
recommend a panel of three persons to the Chancellor for appointment of
Vice-Chancellor, Alagappa University, Karaikudi.

The Search Committee invites applications for the post of Vice-Chancellor,
Alagappa University, Karaikudi from distinguished academicians with highest
level of competence, integrity, moral and institutional commitment and
possessing the educational qualifications and work experience as notified by the
Government of Tamil Nadu in their G.0.(Ms).No.187, Higher Education (K-2)
Department, dated 14" July 2017, copy of which is available in the Alagappa
University Website, www.alagappauniversity.ac.in.

The Vice-Chancellor shall hold the office for a period of three years, provided
that the person appointed as Vice-Chancellor shall retire from office if, during the
term of office, he / she attains the age of 70 years.

Interested candidates possessing the qualifications and experience may
download the prescribed application from Alagappa University Website from the
above web address. The filled in applications may be sent (only in the prescribed
form) both by e-mail and by post duly superscribing the Envelope “Application
for the post of Vice-Chancellor, Alagappa University” so as to reach the
following address on or before 05.00 p.m. of 02.07.2021.

The Nodal Officer,
Alagappa University VC Search Committee,
Syndicate Room,
Annamalai University Study Centre (Opposite to Rajarathinam Stadium),
No.19, Rukmani Lakshmipathy Road, Egmore, Chennai — 600 008.
email: aluvcsearchcommittee@gmail.com

Applications received after the closing date will not be entertained on any account.

DIPR / 444 / DISPLAY / 2021 Convener, Search Committee

A ND-NDE
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Some States too cancel Class 12 exams

Punjab Education Minister urges Centre to hold consultations on alternative assessment formula

DRDO's 500-bed facility
opened in Uttarakhand

NEW DELHI

A 500-bed COVID-19 care

hospital set up by the

Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) in Haldwani was

virtually inaugurated by Chief

Minister of Uttarakhand
Tirath Singh Rawat on

Wednesday. "This facility

comprises 375 oxygen beds
and 125 intensive care unit
[ICU] beds with ventilators.

With 100% power backup, it

is centrally air-conditioned

for all weather conditions,” a

DRDO statement said.

Cong. launches campaign
for free vaccination

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Wednesday
launched an online campaign
to press for free universal
vaccination against COVID-19.

"Vaccines are the strongest
shield to protect us against

the COVID-19 pandemic. You
all should also raise your

voice for free vaccination of
all citizens and wake up the

Central government!" former
Congress president Rahul

Gandhi tweeted as part of the
campaign.

Won't allow use of

repaired ventilators: HC

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Following the decision to
cancel the CBSE Class 12 ex-
ams due to the pandemic,
several State boards have
followed suit.

The BJP-ruled Haryana,
Madhya Pradesh and Guja-
rat were the first to an-
nounce cancellation on
Wednesday, but Central offi-
cials expect a majority of
States to follow their cue.

“During the consultation
with State governments last
week, most of them indicat-
ed that they were looking to
the CBSE as a reference
point. A majority of State
boards are now likely to can-
cel their exams as well,” a se-
nior Education Ministry offi-
cial told The Hindu.

“If they instead choose to
hold their own board exams
later, and postpone it too
much, it is their own stu-
dents who will suffer once
the higher education admis-
sion season begins. That is
one reason this [cancella-
tion] was done, so that the
next academic session is not

\

Testing times: Many CBSE schools have completed the

practical exams for Class 12 students. =«.picHUMANI

too badly impacted. We
have learnt the lesson from
last year,” said the official.

States such as Tamil Na-
du, Karnataka and Uttar Pra-
desh said they are still consi-
dering their options and will
take a decision in a day or
two.

Maharashtra Education
Minister Varsha Gaikwad
tweeted her appreciation of
the CBSE cancellation, and
said the State board would
also take a decision “keep-
ing students’ health and sa-

Infectlon cou nt ‘ Despite average daily
COVID-19 cases reducing in India, it continues to record the
highest daily infections in the world

MUMBAI The chart shows the average daily cases

The Aurangabad Bench of the 350,000 | 0N June Tin the five countries registering

Bombay High Court on the highest new infections INDIA
Wednesday said it would not Seeee ot
permit the Central 2,50,000 g E
government to use i
ventilators which undergo Z20:000 £,
major repairs as it could put 1,50,000 |5
the lives of patients at risk. Beﬁﬁfc'.; %
The Bench was hearing a case (IR J @
on the procurement and 50,000 |2
supply of faulty ventilators. o S
The Centre submitted that ) us.

ventilators would be replaced
if they did not function after

repairs. The court said it
would not permit use of

ventilators that had
undergone major repairs.

24 held for assaulting
doctor in Assam
GUWAHATI
The police in Hojai district in
central Assam have arrested
24 people for assaulting a

doctor at a COVID-19 Care
Centre (CCC). Chief Minister

Himanta Biswa Sarma said he
would monitor the
investigation into the assault.
A mob had attacked Seuj

JAN 28,2020 =&
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1.32 lakh new cases,
2,865 deaths recorded

23.97 lakh vaccine doses given

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

India recorded 1,32,704 new
COVID-19 cases and 2,865
new deaths till 9.30 p.m. on
Wednesday. The country
has so far reported a total of

Kumar Senapati, the doctor, 2,84,39,675 cases and
and other staff of the Udali 3,37,980 deaths.
CCC on Tuesday besides Tamil Nadu reported

damaging the healthcare
facility, a video showed. The

clip showed the mob hitting
the doctor on his head. The

attackers alleged that
negligence by the doctor and

his medical team led to the
death of a patient.
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25,317 new infections, fol-
lowed by Kerala (19,661) and
Karnataka (16,387). Maha-
rashtra recorded 553 new
casualties on the day, fol-
lowed by Tamil Nadu (483)
and Karnataka (463). Maha-
rashtra’s fatalities include
backlog deaths which were
missed in the previous re-
ports. The figures do not in-
clude cases and deaths from
Jharkhand, Arunachal Pra-
desh, Tripura and Ladakh.
The data are sourced from
the respective States’ health
bulletins.

Around 32.65 lakh sam-
ples were tested in the coun-
try on Tuesday (the results

for which were made availa-
ble on Wednesday), which
includes testing data recon-
ciled by States.

Positivity rate

India’s average daily test
positivity rate (positive cas-
es identified for every 100
tests) continues to decline.
It was 7.5% on June 1 com-
pared to 11.4% recorded a
week before.

About 23.97 lakh vaccine
doses were administered in
the country in the 24 hours
ending 7 a.m. on Wednes-
day, which is 3.83 lakh doses
fewer than what was record-
ed in the previous 24 hours.
However, it is 3.58 lakh
more doses than what was
recorded during the same
period a week ago.

The seven-day rolling av-
erage of daily vaccinations
in the country stood at 24.43
lakh on June 1, which is mar-
ginally more than the 22.71
lakh recorded on May 1.

fety in mind”. The State has
previously said the Centre
and States need to follow a
uniform policy.

Punjab Education Minis-
ter Vijay Inder Singla also
called for the Centre to coor-
dinate better with States.
“Out of the blue, they come
out with a decision which
was half-baked. We agree ex-
ams are cancelled in the in-
terests of children, but they
should have consulted and
rolled out a plan on the alter-
native assessment formula

and then made an announ-
cement,” he told The Hindu.

“The Government of In-
dia should convene a meet-
ing, so States can give inputs
for whatever formula is be-
ing worked out. Every State
board looks up to the CBSE,
and we want to ensure that
our children are not being
left behind,” he said.

Evaluation criteria

CBSE officials say it will take
a few days to structure the
criteria for Class 12 evalua-
tion. “There is no need for
students to panic. Tomor-
row, we will inform the Su-
preme Court of the decision
to cancel. Then we will start
working on the assessment
methodology. It will take
some days,” said Controller
of Examinations Sanyam
Bhardwaj.

Another CBSE official in-
dicated that two main op-
tions are being considered.
“One option is to grade stu-
dents based on their internal
assessment and practical ex-
am marks in Class 12, just as
we are doing for Class 10 stu-

dents. To prevent mark infla-
tion by schools, the students’
grades would be rationalised
based on the last three years’
board examination perfor-
mance of the school. The
mark distribution given by
the school should be in tune
with the historical data,” said
the official.

“The other option is to use
the average of the Class 9, 10
and 11 marks. But this may
not be reliable, because
there may not be consistency
over three years, plus the
subjects taken by students in
Class 11 and 12 are different,”
said the official.

The senior Education Mi-
nistry official said school
boards must also strengthen
their continuous assessment
methods going forward, con-
sidering the possibility that
COVID may prevent Class 12
exams even in 2022.

“In a way, this can be seen
as a blessing in disguise, if
school boards are forced to
realise it is possible to grade
children without a singular
focus on the year-end exam
alone,” said the official.

Central varsities wait
for clarity on CUCET

Consultation was held in March

PRISCILLA JEBARAJ
NEW DELHI

With major school boards
cancelling their Class 12 ex-
aminations, students look-
ing to apply for college are
now waiting for clarity re-
garding a new avatar of an
old admission method — the
Central Universities Com-
mon Entrance Test (CU-
CET). In March, about 45
Central universities were
told that the National Test-
ing Agency would conduct
the CUCET this year for all
aspiring students, but the
pandemic may have cast a
pall of uncertainty over
those plans.

“We were told that the
NTA would take over the
conduct of the exam, and it
would be used for all admis-
sions, with separate tests for
UG and PG courses... About
45 universities consented,”
said the admissions director
of one of the newer universi-
ties in southern India, who
did not want to be named.
He claimed that the older

Delhi lost 107 doctors, Bihar 96: IMA

Association
updates toll from
COVID-19 to 594

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Indian Medical Associa-
tion (IMA) has said that 594
doctors died in the second
wave of COVID-19 across the
country.

It released an updated list
on Wednesday and noted
that Delhi (107), Bihar (96),
Uttar Pradesh (67) and Rajas-
than (43) lost the most num-
ber of doctors so far.

On the frontline: Doctors have to spend long hours in

protective gear in the fight against COVID-19. sRr.v. MOORTHY

While no such count is
available for other medical
staff currently, the Central

government earlier this
week announced a new sys-
tem of processing their insu-

rance claims under the
‘Pradhan Mantri Garib Ka-
lyan Package (PMGKP) — In-
surance Scheme for Health
Workers Fighting COVID-19°.

The Union Health Minis-
try noted that the claims
would be certified by District
Collectors and settled in 48
hours after approval.

The move follows several
States raising the matter of
delays in processing the
claims. “This latest order is
aimed at cutting down de-
lays and to further stream-
line and simplify the pro-
cessing of the insurance
claims,” said the Ministry.

Norms for foreign-made vaccines eased

Requirement to
test every batch
has been waived

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

To ease the supply of import-
ed COVID vaccines, the Drug
Controller General of India
(DCGI) on Tuesday waived
the requirement of conduct-
ing bridging clinical trials
and testing of every batch of
vaccine by the Central Drugs
Laboratory (CDL), Kasauli
for foreign-made vaccines.
The decision applies to
vaccines that have the ap-
proval of the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration; Euro-
pean Medicines Agency;
Medicines and Healthcare
products Regulatory Agency,
U.K.; Pharmaceuticals and
Medical Devices Agency, Ja-
pan; or those listed in WHO

The Centre is in talks with
several vaccine-makers
abroad on imports.

Emergency Use Listing. As
millions of individuals have
already been vaccinated
with them, the requirement
of conducting post-approval
bridging clinical trials and of
testing every batch of vac-
cine by CDL, Kasauli can be
exempted, if the batch/lot
has been certified and re-
leased by the National Con-
trol Laboratory of the coun-
try of origin, the DCGI said.
The DCGI, in its one-page

notice, said scrutiny of the
summary lot protocol and
certificate of analysis of
batch or lot shall be underta-
ken by the CDL for release as
per standard procedures
and requirement of assess-
ment on the first 100 benefi-
ciaries for seven days for sa-
fety outcomes before the
vaccine is rolled out for
further immunisation.

The Health Ministry on
Wednesday said with the
aim of vaccinating the entire
eligible population at the
earliest, domestic produc-
tion is being steadily ramped
up.
“As part of this initiative,
three public enterprises are
being supported by the De-
partment of Biotechnology
under Atmanirbhar Bharat
3.0 Mission Covid Suraksha.
These enterprises are Haff-
kine Biopharmaceutical Cor-
poration Ltd, Mumbai; In-

dian Immunologicals Ltd,
Hyderabad and Bharat Im-
munologicals & Biologicals
Ltd, U.P. Haffkine Biophar-
ma is getting ready to manu-
facture Covaxin under tech-
nology transfer arrangement
with Bharat Biotech Ltd,
Hyderabad. The production
will take place at the Parel
complex of the company,”
said the release.

Sandeep Rathod, MD of
Haffkine BioPharma, said
the company proposes to
produce 22.8 crore doses of
Covaxin in a year. “For un-
dertaking production of Co-
vaxin, Haffkine Biopharma
has been provided with 365
crore grant by the Centre
and 394 crore from the go-
vernment of Maharashtra,”
he said.

“We have been given a ti-
meline of eight months and
the work is being executed
on a war footing,” he added.

universities such as the Ja-
waharlal Nehru University,
the Delhi University (DU),
Jadavpur and Shantiniketan
were not so keen on a com-
mon entrance test, as they
have their own admission
processes.

However, the controller
of examinations from one of
the older institutions said all
Central universities were on
board. “All the controllers
were unanimous that apart
from a common entrance
test, we should have a com-
mon counselling process as
well, as is done for [engi-
neering admissions via]
JEE,” he said.

DU Vice-Chancellor P.C.
Joshi told The Hindu on
Tuesday that if the Educa-
tion Ministry approves the
use of the CUCET, that could
be implemented, adding
that the DU would not com-
promise on merit.

Officials at the Education
Ministry, NTA and UGC did
not respond to queries re-
garding CUCET 2021.

Only Delta is
a variant of
concern: WHO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
UNITED NATIONS

The World Health Organi-
sation (WHO) has said only
B.1.617.2, one of the three
strains of the B.1.617 CO-
VID-19 variant first detect-
ed in India, is a “variant of
concern” now and noted
that lower rates of trans-
mission have been ob-
served for the other two
lineages.

The B.1.617 variant was
first detected in India and
was divided in three lineag-
es — B.1.617.1, B.1.617.2 and
B.1.617.3.

In the COVID-19 Weekly
Epidemiological Update
published on Tuesday,
WHO said available find-
ings for lineages B.1.617.1
and B.1.617.2 were initially
used to designate B.1.617 a
global Variant of Concern
(VOC) on May 11.

“Since then, it has be-
come evident that greater
public health risks are cur-
rently associated with
B.1.617.2, while lower rates
of transmission of other li-
neages have been ob-
served,” WHO said.

“B.1.617.2 remains a VOC
and labelled variant Delta
— we continue to observe
significantly ~ increased
transmissibility and a
growing number of coun-
tries reporting outbreaks
associated with this var-
iant. Further studies into
the impact of this variant
remain a high priority for
WHO,” it said.

It said the B.1.617.1 strain
has been reclassified to a
Variant of Interest.

(set by Avtaar)
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Benevolent Rama

Kulasekhara Azhvar in his Perumal Thirumozhi sees Govin-
daraja, the deity reclining in Chidambaram, as Rama. Rama
has lotus eyes and is like a dark cloud, says Kulasekhara. In
his commentary, Periavachan Pillai says that this cloud,
namely Rama, has drunk up the entire ocean. Water which
evaporates from the ocean comes down to us as rain. This
cloud called Rama does not merely take a few drops of water
from the ocean, but sucks up the entire ocean, leaving only
a dry sand bed! This shows the benevolence of the Lord,
said Akkarakkani Srinidhi in a discourse.

But the same Lord was fierce when it came to battling
enemies. Periavachan Pillai says that He killed Tataka, Sub-
ahu and Mareecha at the same time. But this is not what Val-
miki says. In the Ramayana, Mareecha’s life is spared and he
later comes as a golden deer and meets his end at Rama’s
hands. So why does Periavachan Pillai say that Mareecha
was killed earlier? The slaying of Subahu put such fear in Ma-
reecha’s heart that after that every moment of his life was
lived in dread. He knew not a moment of peace. Such being
the case, how can he be said to have been living at all? Of
what use was such a life? It was as good as being dead.

Rama’s eyes being red was of course because He was the
Supreme One, who is identified by His lotus-like eyes. Andal
in Her ‘Notru suvargam’ pasuram says Kumbhakarna went
towards death. The Lord did not seek him out and kill him.
He woke up from deep slumber, only to die opposing the
Lord. Had Ravana surrendered to Rama, He would have
spared his life. But Rama had already promised Lanka to
Vibhishana. What would have then happened to Ravana? Sri
Vaishnava Acharyas explain that Rama would, in that case,
have given His own kingdom of Ayodhya to Ravana!

»
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Many magicians work on perfect-
ing the disappearing act. But in
the case of Amaan Mahtani, it is
his family that does the disap-
pearing act, when he has a trick to
practise on them... for the 10th

ers such as Penn and Teller are
available on MasterClass teaching
their skills for a small fee. “Know-
ing a few fun tricks can make one
stand out at parties and other
gatherings. It’s also a great ice-
breaker,” says Chennai-based
magician Arun Loganathan who
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Lean towards your computer, and pull a coin out of your ear. Join
bright, amateur magicians who are using this extended time at home to
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learn tricks and impress classmates, families and grandchildren

tional clients pay upto a lakh for
30 days.

Magicians are normally known
to bamboozle their audience but
Arun sometimes feels the tables
turn when his young students al-
ready know the trick he is teach-
ing and come up with dif-

skills. “Magic workshops are a lot
more than just learning tricks. It
prepares you to face any situation
that might arise during a show.
There could be hecklers... You
need to deal with them in a calm
manner and make them your
fan,” says magician Akshaya over
a call from Pune.

Trained by her father, the 25
year-old has been performing on
stage since she was three. She did
her last show this year in Goa, in
the month of April, and was all set
to perform at a wedding in New
York later this year, when the se-
cond wave of COVID-19 disrupted
all plans.

“COVID-19 is the reason I start-
ed teaching online last year in
September, otherwise I would
have never done it,” says Akshaya,
who has conducted over 40 class-
es in the last eight months.
Though she believes that magic
should be experienced live, she
says, “Virtual has its own charm
and advantages. A lot of things
can be done virtually that may not
have been possible in a live show.
ButIcan’t disclose what they are,”
she laughs mysteriously.

Flair of the craft
Learning magic requires a lot of
patience, hard work and constant

time in a day. has been teaching the craft for ferent techniques to practice. Not all students have the

The 1l-year-old magic enthu- the last few years. solve it. Thanks to discipline to persevere. Those
siast spends at least four hours ev- Since 2020,he started tak- Arun’s experience of that stay are the ones with undy-
ery weekend and an hour-and-a- ing virtual classes for stu- . over two decades in the ing curiosity and dogged determi-
half on weekdays, perfecting his  dents of all age groups — field, he finds ways to nation. “There is a saying, ‘You
craft. A fan of magic ever since his  seven to 70 — from within keep challenging them. don’t get into magic, magic gets

grandfather showed him the dis-
appearing thumb trick at the age
of six, Amaan says he managed to
seriously pursue magic when the

the country as well as
Switzerland, the
US and Pa-
pua New

While kids form
60% of the stu-
dent base, mag-
ician Nikhil Raj

into you!,” says Akshaya.

“There is a joy when people
look in wonder and ask ‘how did
you do it’,” says Amaan, who of-

lockdown last year made everyth- ~ Guinea. % from Benga- ten practises in front of the mirror
ing go virtual, and outdoor play  This luru notices —not because he is vain — to make
time shrunk drastically. “I tooka means a [l that his ses- sure he can see himself perform-
magic course on Udemy, and con-  lot of late |/ sions for ing from all angles. “You have to
stantly keep learning from You- nights ' adults  are make sure that you don’t give
Tube channels such as MLT Magic  and early mostly booked away anything from any angle,”
Tricks, EvanEraTV and Spidey- mornings \\ » by corporates. he adds.
Hypnosis,” he says. for Arun. “I "% ~~”  “I conduct a 50- Akshaya records her practice
Amaan’s repertoire now in- have wokenup e minute session for sessions to make sure every

cludes 30 tricks, including men-
talism. “I came up with a few my-
self after a lot of trial and error,”
he says. As we speak over a video
call, he makes sponge balls disap-
pear and reappear out of thin air.
Gradually, his friends too became
invested in the hobby. “I give
them a few pointers but never
part with secrets of the trade,” he
laughs, adjusting his bow tie —
Amaan’s always dressed for the
part, with dreams of making it to
America’s Got Talent some day.
Thanks to free classes on You-
Tube channels, many have been
drawn into the fascinating world
of magic. International entertain-

at 3.30 am to teach
a student in Philadelphia,”
he says.

“The demand has gone up
by 65% in one year,” says Arun ad-
ding that people are comfortable
with online classes as they are
more accessible and customised.
His students are a mix of novices
and those that learn off YouTube,
who then approach him to learn
advanced magic or the finesse
and flourishes that go with the
act. It is interesting to note that
people do not mind spending hef-
ty sums on acquiring a skill that
may just be for recreational pur-
poses; some of Arun’s interna-

The Beetle
scuttles again

How the classic was transformed into an
electric, eco-friendly car in IIT-Delhi

RUTH DHANARA]

Thanks to a new method deve-
loped at IIT-Delhi, owners of
vintage cars need not keep their
beauties locked up. The 1948
VW Beetle and 1946 Austin can
now zoom out on the streets, re-
trofitted to be electric and so,
eco-friendly.

“I acquired a 1948 Volkswa-
gen Beetle around 14 years ago.
The car originally belonged to
the German Ambassador to Ne-
pal and I added it to my collec-
tion,” says Major Manjith Rajain
(retired), speaking  from
Gurugram.

“I don’t call myself a collec-
tor. I acquire cars that I can res-
tore and use as I believe these
beautiful cars should be kept in
running condition and enjoyed,
not just locked up for a few priv-
ate eyes,” adds Maj Rajain, who
also owns a Chevy 1926, a Mor-
ris Eight and a Morris Minor At-

CM
K

lantic, among other rarities.

Maj Rajain recalls how his
first grandchild loved riding
with him in the Chevy. “On one
hand, I was aware that we were
polluting the atmosphere by
driving these vintage models. At
the same time, I wanted my
granddaughter to enjoy this
car”

As luck would have it, a con-
versation with his friend, Arun
Duggal, founder of Centre of Ex-
cellence for Research on Clean
Air (CERCA) at IIT-Delhi, led
them to a solution.

“Converting a classic car into
an electric one would still pre-
serve its beauty and charm, and
at the same time address the is-
sue of pollution,” says Duggal.

Earlier in 2019, one of Dug-
gal’s acquaintances had seen
the protoype of a ‘converted’
electric car at the Inno-Fest
global summit in Singapore
presented by Jawaad Khan,

»

a student of Electrical Engineer-
ing from Swami Vivekanand In-
stitute of Engineering and Tech-

nology (SVIET) in Punjab.
Following the summit, Khan was
invited to IIT-Delhi where he
met with Duggal and Rajain, and
the project to make the Beetle
eco-friendly took off.

2030 EV goal in sight

Hailing from Chenab Valley in
Jammu, Khan (23) says he used
to tinker with machines even as
a young boy. While a student at
SVIET, he converted a Maruti
800 into an electric vehicle for
his college project. Named
SVIET Volta, the car quickly gar-
nered a lot of attention and won
him a sponsorship to the Inno-
Fest. Working over a period of
six months, Khan replaced the

them which
mentalism,

®

"You don't

get into magic,
magic gets

into you"
DAVID BLAINE

Something old, something new
The retrofitted 1948
Volkswagen Beetle and Jawaad
Khan = SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Beetle’s internal combustion
engine with lithium-ion batter-
ies, taking care to ensure they
sourced the perfect motor, gear-
box and batteries to suit both
the car and the major’s
requirements.

Using the term ‘retrofitted’ to
describe the internal makeover
he gives cars, Khan believes this
method can help India reach its
2030 EV goal. “I knew my de-
sign could make electric cars
more popular without adding
new cars on Indian roads.”

He founded Tadpole Pro-
jects, a start-up currently work-
ing with IIT- Delhi. “It is not just
rare models — a lot of people are
sentimental about their first
cars or family heirlooms. Sadly,
most of these cars don’t pass
emission control norms. Retro-
fitting them is an eco-friendly
solution.”

“We have converted four cars
till now. Two vintage vehicles —
the major’s 1948 VW Beetle and
1946 Austin as well as two mod-
ern cars — a Swift DZire and a
Honda City. Retrofitting a car
can cost between three lakh to
nine lakh rupees, and based on
the model it can achieve a mi-
leage of 80-500 kilometres.”

“When it was finally ready
and I drove it for the first time I
was pleasantly surprised. It was
smooth and soundless. While it
has lost its ‘classic’ status, it
drives far better than it did with
a petrol engine,” says Maj
Rajain.

The Department of Posts in-
troduced a rubber stamp earlier
this year, commemorating the

successful conversion of the
Beetle from classic to eco-
friendly. As for Maj Rajain’s

1948 VW electric Beetle,
he donated it to CERCA
and it is now perma-

nently stationed at the
IIT campus where visi-
tors can view it.

includes
illusions,
conjuring and hypno-

+

Alahamora (Clockwise from top left) Amaan Mahtani practises
a set; Penn & Teller demonstrate a trick; and Akshaya
performing on stage = SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT AND MASTERCLASS

tism,” says 25-year-old Nikhil,
whose dad was also a magician.
Although Nikhil has been
conducting workshops for
many years, the last year has
been especially busy with over
500 children taking online class-
es. Sometimes parents learn
along with their kids, at times it is

Don’t let

the grandparents who learn to en-
tertain their grandchildren... the
clientele is diverse. After complet-
ing their course, many of them al-
so put up virtual shows for their
families and friends.

Nikhil says that his workshops
also weave in personality deve-
lopment and communication

sleeping dogs lie

Are your pets getting their fair share of exercise
and mood boosters during the lockdown?

DEEPA ALEXANDER

movement is going according to
plan. Sleight of hand is important.
‘You can learn the basics but you
have to train your hands too’, is
the common refrain.

While practitioners of this art
form are often associated with vi-
brant costumes, over the top
equipment and material, Arun,
Nikhil and Akshaya are being
practical and keeping it simple for
now. “Because of the lockdown
not everyone can access materials
and Kkits, so it is best to use house-
hold items like pens, coins, card-
board...,” says Nikhil. “Ultimately,
what matters is the finesse with
which one performs a trick.”

adding “Even in normal circum-
stances, some canine parents
walks their dogs only under du-
ress. The pandemic has become
an excuse to not walk them at
all. Dogs are intelligent animals
and need a lot of activity to en-
gage their mind and body to
prevent unwanted behavioural
patterns. While dogs enjoy the
company of their humans, it is
still important that they be kept
occupied.”

While the problems are not
breed-specific and affect both
indie and foreign dogs, the pan-
demic has had a very different
effect on cats.

“Cats are a fairly independent
species who while they love
their human companions value
their time alone. They don’t
constantly seek approval from
their caregivers. With families
staying in and people working
from home it has resulted in
stress-related disorders among
cats such as feline lower urinary
tract disease and excessive

While every dog has its day, for
over a year now, six-year-old
Roger has not. The German
Shepherd who loves long
walks, used to sniff out interest-
ing corners and quizzically cock
his ears as he watched birds
build nests. He now spends
most of the pandemic watching
clouds flit past from the apart-
ment window. He has gained
weight and is mostly bored —
his new-found past-time is end-
lessly licking his paws.

“A number of dogs exhibit
Obsessive Compulsive Beha-
viour such as incessant licking
of paws, resulting in inflamma-
tion and wounds. They also de-
velop an obsession with food
due to the lack of anything else
to keep them occupied,” says
Chennai-based veterinarian Dr
Priyadarshini Govind.

An alumna of Madras Vete-
rinary College, Dr Priyadarshini
also holds a postgraduate diplo-
ma in Behavioural Medicine
from the University of Sydney
and specialises in treating com-
panion animals and pet birds.

Unlike the wild sheep in
Wales that ran riot on the roads
during the pandemic and the

Exercise is key Walking your
pet with adequate precautions
in place can keep them healthy;
Dr Priyadarshini Govind =r

RAVINDRAN AND SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

leopards roaming backyards in
Bengal, pets have been house-
bound like their owners.
Weight gain from lack of exer-
cise has been a condition most
veterinarians are seeing.

“I haven’t heard of any Go-
vernment restrictions to people
walking their dogs, but pet pa-
rents have generally become la-
zy or probably are just too self-
preserving due to the pandem-
ic,” says Dr Priyadarshini,

»

grooming.”

But given the stringent lock-
down how can this be prevent-
ed? “For dogs, even an outing
outside your gate or a run in the
terrace helps. Also, over-use of
strong disinfectants that result
in skin-related contact dermati-
tis and foot issues should be
avoided. Dogs and cats are ge-
netically sensitive to disinfec-
tants that are safe for humans.
There are a number of pet-
friendly options. We do know
that the Coronavirus is airborne
but there is no need for us to as-
sume our animals are going to
be bringing in infection because
they go out for walks.”

On the number of people
buying pets to stave off loneli-
ness, Dr Priyadarshini com-
ments, “It’s not a great idea. Pe-
ople bought puppies for
thousands from breeders but
they weren’t open to adopting a
stray rescue or even a rescued
pet of a person who had suc-
cumbed to the virus. You should
be able to continue giving your
pet the time and care even
when things return to normal.
Unless you are ready to do that
it’s best not to get one.”
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The crocodiles’ newest ally

Pramila Rajan, Madras Crocodile Bank’s new
director, has a lot on her plate already

MEGHNA MAJUMDAR

Pramila Rajan’s relationship with the
Madras Crocodile Bank dates back to
the 1970s. Yet, her recent appointment
as the director of the bank was sparked
by something innocuous — a social me-
dia advertisement. “I first saw the ad
calling for candidates last January, and
jumped at the chance to interview,”
says Pramila.

Before she elaborates on her plans
for the Croc Bank, the conservationist
looks back at her decades-long tryst
with it as an outsider. Her first expe-
rience with the organisation was facili-
tated by the late Jagannathan Vijaya. A
pioneering herpetologist, Vijaya back
in the late 1970s was just, “a dear
friend,” recalls Pramila, “We graduat-
ed in Zoology together from Ethiraj
College. I started spending weekends
at Madras Snake Park with her and
have measured baby pythons and
weighed and fed vitamin drops to baby
crocodiles. I also visited the Croc Bank
with her, way back then.”

“Around the same time, my father SJ
Rajan, the officer-in-charge of the Cen-
tral Marine Fisheries Research Insti-
tute (CMFRI) research centre in Kova-
lam, initiated turtle conservation
activities under the guidance of Mr Ro-
mulus Whitaker. I used to help them
collect and hatch turtle eggs at the
centre and release hatchlings into the
ocean,” she recalls. Ironically, due to
the pandemic, she has been unable to
visit the bank since her
appointment.

Plan of action (.
“The park has been closed
since March 16, 2020. It
reopened and wel-
comed visitors for a
brief period bet-
ween November -
10, 2020 and
April 20, 2021
when it was
forced to shut
down again
due to the
second
wave,” says

Digital illustrator
Bhavya Desai’s
latest series is an
ode to train
journeys and
their chaotic
energy — a warm
reminder of life
before the
pandemic

GOWRI S

If you haven’t met a “binge-ea-
ter Pushpa” at a railway station,
you have been one; the person
who hastily grabs a few samo-
sas wrapped in newspaper out
of a platform vendor’s basket,
through the train window grill.

It is also through these win-
dow grills that we see bits of life
unfolding in a train, as families
unpack tiffin boxes, heave suit-
cases down from the upper
berth, and socialise with stran-
gers to kill time. The pulse of
the Indian Railways is inevita-

Pramila. She states that her main focus
is “to organise fundraising campaigns,
for projects and zoo maintenance and
focus on improving our social media
presence to generate revenues”.

Also in the pipeline is a series of vi-
deos focussing on different species at
the bank, made for students of rural
schools. “We are aiming to keep them
ready by June or July,” says Pramila.
Children and their parents have long
been the bank’s most ardent fan base.
Besides this, Pramila is hoping to rope
in field experts to talk about their
work, and organise online workshops
and seminars.

Another key aspect of her new role
is to “ensure providing for its reptilian
population and keeping its various
projects alive. I would like to take for-
ward the conservation initiatives of the
zoo and its field stations.” Besides the
Centre for Herpetology in Chennai, the
Croc Bank has two more research sta-
tions: the Agumbe Rainforest Research
Station (ARRS) in the Western Ghats of
southern India, and the Gharial Con-
servation Alliance (GCA) in the Cham-
bal River in northern India.

While the bank’s well-wishers in
Chennai cannot do much about the
other centres, they have constantly
supported its operations in Chennai in
myriad ways. The Croc Bank’s adop-
tion programme has seen a spurt in
takers since last year, not only by indi-
viduals and families, but also leading
businesses. “Ford has adopted 113 of

our mugger crocodiles,” says
Pramila, “We recently re-
ceived a generous donation
from TVS Motor Co. and oth-
ers. Croc Bank has a strong
network of friends in India
and abroad and we are very
grateful to everyone who
helped maintain the zoo
; and its animals in excel-
“B4  lent condition”

On the job The
appointment was
announced in the
last week of May
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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Last November, Gurugram-based
wildlife photographer Rajeev Das-
gupta hit the jackpot when he got
the first photographic evidence of
the rare subspecies of male Koklass
pheasant Pucrasia macrolopha
meyeri near the Helmet top in the
Walong forests, Arunachal Pradesh.

Earlier, a few birders had caught
a flitting glance in April-May 2015,
and later in January 2021. But there
has been no definitive evidence as
the elusive, reclusive bird is not easy
to photograph. The previous bir-
ders had recorded their observa-
tions about the rare subspecies only
verbally on the eBird website.

Avibase, the world bird online
taxonomic database, and books
such as Birds of the Indian Subconti-
nent By Richard Grimmet, Carol
and Tim Inskipp and Birds of South
Asia: The Ripley Guide mention Kok-
lass pheasant as a resident bird of
the Western Himalayas. Of the nine
subspecies identified across the
world, four are found in the states of
Uttarakhand, Jammu and Kashmir
and Himachal Pradesh in India. The
male subspecies — meyeri — had not
been not recorded outside China
and Tibet. The bird bears a distinc-
tive golden ring and its emerald
green head distinguishes it from the
female. While the bird has been de-
clared extinct in Tibet now, the gol-
den collar is not seen in the other
subspecies found in India.

The lucky shot

On November 22, 2020, Dasgupta
got lucky enough to get a clear shot
of the bird. “It is not one of my best
photographs,” he says, “because
the bird was perched on a pine tree
500 metres away. Not only was the
distance long, there was no place to
fix the tripod either.”

He then climbed down a
steep valley to reduce the
distance between him and
the rare catch by 200 £
metres. Hiding be-
hind the trees, he fi-
nally found a nar-
row gap between
him and the bird
and clicked with
his Cannon 1D X
Mark2 held in
hand. “Initially,
the bird stay put,
oblivious of my pre-
sence. When I tried
to get closer, I

= ]

The platform speaks (From top)
Illustration of 'binge-eater
Pushpa'; an unfinished sketch
from the sub-series on
platforms = spECIAL ARRANGEMENT

the coaches.” For instance, a
work-in-progress sketch filled
with line drawings shows a
crowded station — food stalls,
passengers lounging in wait,
and porters shoving their way
through. The chaos is also a
warm reminder of life before
the pandemic.

Currently, he is working on a
sub-series called By the Win-
dow that looks at characters
and life in a train, through the
cross section of a window. Simi-
liar sub-series on the engines,
solo travellers and the interior
views of the train bogies, are al-
so in the works.

Bhavya plans to have 12 illus-
trations in each series, and
hopes to wrap up the entire
project in the next three to four
months. “Throughout all the il-
lustrations, there will be cha-
racters,” he adds. Observations
aside, a lot of research also
goes into the project, especially
for the series on engines. “I am
not too familiar with the mo-
dels of engines. So, now, I am
reading up on the different en-

Th
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Rare sightings in the Northeast

m Of the 1,293 species, over 900
are found in the Northeast parts
of the country

B The beautiful and rare Mandarin
duck showed up after a century
in Assam's Maguri Motapung
wetland in February this year
and was also spotted a week
later at Siikhe lake, Ziro in
Arunachal Pradesh

B |n January 2021, the rarely seen
Indian golden oriole was
spotted in Assam

B A pair of black-necked cranes
were also sighted on the
outskirts of the Panbari range of
Manas National Park, for the
first time in Assam

e surprise
visitor in Walong

The rare subspecies of
the male Koklass
pheasant has been
photographed for the
first time in India

stepped on a twig, accidentally.
With that soft crackling sound, the
bird flew away immediately,” he
recalls.

Binanda Hatiboruah, a well
known birding guide from the
Northeast who has been taking bir-
ders to Walong since 2011, is the
happiest. “I go into the Walong for-
ests at least six times a year but had
never seen this bird. On this trek,

when I heard the pro-

o longed  ‘keek-kew-kok-

kok’ throaty territorial

call of the Koklass phea-

sant, I told Dasgupta to

quickly take a photo,” he says

over a phone call from Assam. “And

he gave us a lifer in the year of pan-
demic and lockdown!”

“While reviewing the images, we
noticed the golden ring near the
bird's neck, which was not there in
my earlier images of Koklass phea-

Dense forests

B At Mayodia pass, Arunachal
Pradesh, Rajeev Dasgupta spent
six days and photographed the
elusive Himalayan Wood Owl
and even rarer Sclater's Monal.
En route Walong, he also
photographed birds like the
White-hooded Babbler, Pale-
billed Parro Bill, Coral-billed
and red-billed Scimitar Babbler.
Anupam Nahardeka and
Ashutosh Nahardeka were the
other two birding guides from
the Northeast in the team that
went on a 15-day expedition
across forests of Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh from
November 14, 2020

sant taken in Uttarakhand. I
checked with ornithologist Neerav
Bhatt, and Pravin Jayadevan, the ed-
itor of Indian Birds, who confirmed
this was indeed the rare male sub-
species,” says Dasgupta.

Rare recording

Dasgupta is now writing a paper
on his experience of sighting the
rare subspecies and hopes to get it
published in Indian Birds or the
Bombay Natural History Society
Journal.

Delhi-based ornithologist Sar-
wandeep Singh says though people
know about the existence of Koklass
pheasant, since the subspecies has
not been mentioned in popular lit-
erature and guides for lack of evi-
dence, Dasgupta's photographic
documentation is a rare record.

He says Koklass pheasants are not
known for migration and are essen-
tially residential birds of mid-alti-
tude dense forests in the Himalayas.
The easternmost town in India, Wa-
long is roughly 20 km south of the
China border, so there is a possibili-
ty that the birds may have flown as
part of general shift in their geo-
graphical location. It can be as-
sumed that the subspecies may be
residing in Walong's terrain but not
spotted as hunting is rampant in
that area. “You have to be lucky to
photograph the shy bird in dense fo-
liage and from that distance,” he
says.

Rare documentation (Top) photo of the rare male subspecies of the
Koklass pheasant called the Pucrasia macrolopha meyeri taken by wildlife
photographer Rajeev Dasgupta and below he is seen with birding guide
Binanda Hatiboruah in Walong =speciaL ARRANGEMENT

Garden in a dish N

Jeffery Vardon's kusamono, kokedama and~ -
terrariums can make any room greener

SUSAN JOE PHILIP

“If you like Nature and art, you will
love kusamono. It brings the green-
ery of a garden into your home,”
promises Jeffery Vardon, dancer
and choreographer from Coimba-
tore. He came to know of this an-
cient Japanese method last year
during the lockdown. “The word
kusamono translates to ‘grass-
thing.’ It is a potted collection of
plants in a shallow dish, kept in-
doors likea showpiece. Having a
good kusamono in one’s home is
considered to be a thing of pride in

Japan,” he says.

Jeffery learnt about kusamono "
online. “I saw a photograph and~ _
tried to recreate it, and it came out

well. Traditionally, kusamono is
set in a ceramic bowl. But I have
upcycled old pans in my house for
it. I make soil with high water re-
tention capacity to grow the
plants, using coco peat, vermicom-
post, etc. It is very easy to main-
tain. All you have to do is spray it
with water when the top soil dries
up,” he explains.

Along with kusamono, he has
been experimenting with kokeda-
ma and terrariums. Kokedama is
another ancient Japanese practice

Green thumb Jeffery with a
kusamono = SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

— it involves planting an ornamen-
tal plant in a mud ball. The ball can
be covered by moss or rope. “It is
gaining popularity in our country
now,” says Jeffery, who has also
started a YouTube channel, DIY
With Jeff, where he talks about the
basics of gardening.

Laughter challenger

Out on bail, stand-up comedian Munawar Faruqui is dusting himself
off and moving on, strengthened by poetry and rap music

NAHLA NAINAR

The year began on a serious note
for stand-up comedian Munawar

million views online.

“Quitting comedy was never an
option, mainly because I didn’t
want to prove my detractors

bly etched onto all of our travel
experiences.

For Chennai-based artist
Bhavya Desai, a recent train
journey from Chennai to Ben-
galuru opened the floodgates
to many such memories and
observations. He translates this
experience into a series of illus-
trations that delves into the
nostalgia-inducing, chaotic
energy of the Indian Railways
as we know it. ‘Binge-eater
Pushpa’ is one of the many cha-
racters that make an appea-

rance in this series titled Chaot-
ically Organised.

Bhavya recalls having five
hours to kill in that train jour-
ney to Bengaluru. “I made the
most of it. I spent a lot of time
walking on the platforms. The
journey instantly spoke to me,”
he says. “There is so much
more life in a train.”

Here, adds Bhavya, you see
people being themselves.

From this treasure trove of
interesting sights, Bhavya listed
down all that he wants to show-

case. “I have created sub cate-
gories. One is on life on the
platform, which includes eve-
rything from water dispensers
to coolies who drag heavy car-
riages. Another would be on
the train itself — a look inside

The current sub-series,
By the Window, looks at
characters and life in a
train through the cross
section of a window

gines there are and about the
retired engines as well. It’s so
vast!” he says.

The fact that the Indian Rail-
ways has such a huge, loyal fan
following, pushes him to dig
deeper. “This is also why [ want
people to give me ideas. I want
to make this more inclusive.
Drawing only what I have seen,
is again limiting the scope of
this project.”

Bhavya Desai’s works can be
viewed on Instagram: @desaib-
havya

Faruqui, when he was arrested for
allegedly offending religious sensi-
bilities, along with five others, just
before he was about to begin his
act at a café in Indore, Madhya
Pradesh. Munawar spent 37 days
in jail until the Supreme Court
granted him interim bail on Fe-
bruary 5.

While the comedian
in him does see the ab-
surdity in the situation,
the 27-year-old YouTube
sensation is  astute |
enough to not discuss the 'y
matter further as it is sub
judice.

“I don’t want to
revisit this expe-
rience ever
again in my |
life,” he says ov- |
er a video call
from Mumbai.
Munawar got
back to work
barely a fort-
night after his
ordeal, releas-
ing a music vi-
deo titled Aazmaish
featuring rapper Nazz,

\
which earned over a

{

right,” says Munawar, who has

been on the comedy scene only

since January 2020. In April, he

started a new YouTube channel

called Munawar Faruqui 2.0 that

already has over 50,000 subscrib-

ers. (His first official channel has

over 10,80,000 subscribers with

57,594,259 views for his

monthly video releases). It is

hard to believe that Munawar

~ has been on the comedy

scene only since January

' 2020. . His sidelong look at

society and politics is sharp

and funny, with unex-

pected depth. “Co-

medy is essential-

ly saying what

you feel, espe-

cially about

things that you

see daily,” he

says. “Some-

* times a joke

can highlight a
major truth.”

When he is

not penning his biting satirical co-
medy routines, Munawar indulges
in his other passions: Urdu poetry
and rap music.

“Music is the world’s best art
form. A song can convey in mi-
nutes, what a story can take four
hours to narrate,” he says. A resi-
dent of Dongri in Mumbai, the co-
median is originally from Juna-
gadh in Gujarat. After a
tumultuous time in their home-
town, his father, a driver, shifted
the family (Munawar and his three
sisters) to Mumbai in 2007, to
make a fresh start.

“My father fell sick and was bed-
ridden from 2008, so I had to take
charge from the age of 17. I worked
at a utensil store from 2007, while
attending school. I taught myself
English and Hindi from the new-
spapers that my boss used to buy,
and by watching films,” he says.
“Last year has been testing. I lost
my father in February and around
the same time got my first ticketed
shows in Mumbai, that opened to
rave reviews.

“There were days I cried in the
green room just before being
called to the stage.”

Marching ahead Comedy apart, Munawar Faruqui
indulges in Urdu poetry =spECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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Pandemic pushes 100 mn
more into poverty: UN
GENEVA

The pandemic has pushed
over 100 million more
workers into poverty, the UN
said, after working hours
plummeted and access to
good quality jobs evaporated.
The UN's International
Labour Organization cautio-
ned that the labour market
crisis was far from over, with
employment not expected to
bounce back to pre-pandemic
levels until 2023 at the
earliest. arp

Russia House adopts Bill
to bar critics from polls
MOScow

Russia's Upper House on
Wednesday backed legislation
expected to be used to ban
allies of Kremlin critic Alexei
Navalny from running in
elections. The Bill would
make it impossible to run in
parliamentary elections for
leaders, sponsors and rank-
and-file members of
"extremist” groups. arp

China's Guangdong
tightens COVID-19 curbs
BEIJING

Cities in China's most popu-
lous province of Guangdong
have locked down
compounds and streets and
required negative COVID-19
test results for travellers as
local health officials sought
to control fresh outbreaks. All
10 of China's locally confir-
med mainland cases for June
1 were in Guangdong. rReuTeRrs

U.S. halts oil drilling in
Alaska wildlife refuge
WASHINGTON

The Biden administration has
said it was halting petroleum
development activity in
Alaska's Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge, reversing a
move by former President
Donald Trump to allow
drilling. The Interior Depart-
ment said it was notifying
firms of the freeze, pending
an environmental review. arp

Maritime disaster: The MV X-Press Pedrl sinl

China, Pakistan, Afghanistan to
hold talks amid U.S. withdrawal

The trilateral dialogue will address the ‘new uncertainties’ in Afghanistan

ANANTH KRISHNAN

China on Thursday will chair
a meeting with the Foreign
Ministers of Afghanistan and
Pakistan, as Beijing looks to
step up its engagement with
both Kabul and Islamabad
amid the withdrawal of U.S.
forces.

China’s Foreign Ministry
said on Wednesday the
fourth meeting between the
three countries’ Foreign Mi-
nisters will be held via video
link and would be chaired by
China.

The trilateral dialogue,
started by China, would ad-
dress “new uncertainties” in
the wake of “the unilateral
withdrawal of U.S. and NATO
forces at a critical stage” of
the reconciliation process,
the Ministry said.

The U.S. Central Com-
mand said this week bet-
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Conflict continues: Members of Afghan security forces taking
positions during a clash with the Taliban in Mihtarlam. =arp

ween 30-44% of the withdra-
wal of troops had been
completed, with President
Joe Biden announcing in
April a complete withdrawal
by September 11 this year.
The three countries’ Vice
Foreign Ministers, at a vir-
tual dialogue in July, had
“urged for an orderly, res-

ponsible and condition-
based withdrawal”.
Afghanistan’s Ambassa-

dor to China, Javid Qaem,
was quoted as telling Chi-
nese media this week that
China’s “good relations with
both Afghanistan and Pakis-
tan” could see Beijing play-
ing “a critical role in building
trust between these two
neighbouring countries”.
The Afghan envoy “appre-
ciated China’s offer to facili-
tate Afghan peace talks in
the future,” the official Xin-

hua news agency quoted
him as saying, noting that
Foreign Minister Wang Yi
had in a May 17 phone call
with Afghan National Securi-
ty Advisor Hamdullah Mohib
offered "to facilitate internal
negotiations among various
parties in Afghanistan, in-
cluding creating necessary
conditions for negotiations
in China."

He also called on India
and China to work together
despite their other bilateral
problems. "Afghanistan be-
ing a stable country is in fa-
vour of countries such as the
U.S., China and India,” the
Communist Party-run Glo-
bal Times quoted him as say-
ing. "It is more important
how we and Pakistan can
build trust and how China
and India can build trust re-
garding Afghanistan regard-
less of other issues.”

Massive fire breaks out at Iran oil refinery

Firefighters
believe it struck
an LPG pipeline

ASSOCIATED PRESS
TEHRAN
A massive fire broke out on
Wednesday night at the oil
refinery serving Iran’s capi-
tal, sending thick plumes of
black smoke over Tehran.

It wasn’t immediately
clear if there were injuries.

The fire struck the state-
owned Tondgooyan Petro-
chemical Co. to the south of
Tehran, said Mansour Dara-
jati, the director-general of
the capital’s crisis manage-
ment team.

Firefighters

believe it

struck a pipeline for lique-
fied petroleum gas at the fa-

king off theh

Colombo Harbour on Wednesday. =reuters

Burnt-out container ship
sinking off Sri Lanka

It has 350 tonnes of oil in its fuel tanks

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
COLOMBO

A burnt-out container ship
that has already caused Sri
Lanka’s worst maritime en-
vironmental disaster was
sinking on Wednesday with
nearly 350 tonnes of oil in
its fuel tanks.

The MV X-Press Pearl,
carrying hundreds of con-
tainers of chemicals and
plastics, burned for 13 days
just outside Colombo’s har-
bour before rescue workers
finally extinguished the
blaze on Tuesday. Dutch sal-
vage firm SMIT attempted to
pull the still-smoking wreck-
age of the 31,600-tonne ves-
sel into deeper water on
Wednesday but the effort
stalled.

Navy spokesman Indika

de Silva said the stern had
sunk to the bottom at a
depth of 22 metres. “The
bow is still afloat, but the
stern is resting on the sea
bed,” Mr. de Silva said.

The 186-metre ship was
still tethered to a powerful
tug as experts mulled
whether to attempt to re-
float it. A huge amount of
plastic debris has inundated
beaches, and authorities
now fear an even greater
disaster should the ship’s
297 tonnes of heavy fuel oil
and 51 tonnes of marine fuel
oil leak into the Indian
Ocean. Some oil was already
visible near the beaches of
Negombo, about 40 kilo-
metres from Colombo, alth-
ough it was not clear if it was
from the stricken ship.
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Raising alarm: Smoke rising from Tehran's main oil refinery. =ap

cility, Mr. Darajati told Ira-
nian state television. He did
not elaborate.

Ambulances deployed

Mojtaba Khaledi, the spokes-
man for Iran’s emergency
department, told the semiof-
ficial ISNA news agency that
10 ambulances and other
equipment had been de-

ployed at the scene of the
fire. Hospitals in the area are
on standby as well, he said.

It wasn’t immediately
clear what started the blaze.
Temperatures in Tehran
reached nearly 40 degrees
Celsius on Wednesday.

Hot summer weather in
Iran has caused fires in the
past.

President Biden vows to
strengthen voting rights

Harris to head White House efforts

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN
WASHINGTON DC

Speaking from Tulsa, Okla-
homa, on the 100th anniver-
sary of the Tulsa race mas-
sacre — in which an
estimated 300 blacks were
killed by white supremacists
and many left homeless —
U.S. President Joe Biden said
he would “fight with every
tool at my [his] disposal” to
ensure the Senate passed its
version of a voting rights
Bill, the For the People Act,
already passed by the House
of Representatives earlier
this year.

The President also an-
nounced that he had ap-
pointed Vice-President Ka-
mala Harris, who is African
American and Indian Amer-
ican, to head the White
House’s efforts to streng-
then voting rights.

Describing the massacre
in the Greenwood neigh-
bourhood (called the ‘Black
Wall Street’ as it was the
most prosperous black
neighbourhood in America
at the time), accounts of
which have not made it into
most history lessons, Mr. Bi-
den described a belief that
America did not belong to
everyone. “A belief enforced
by law, by badge, by hood
and by noose,” he said fol-
lowing remarks after he met
survivors of the massacre.

Mr. Biden toured the
Greenwood Cultural Center
and met the only three
known survivors, now aged
107,106 and 101.

Mr. Biden’s actions come
at a time when Republicans
on Capitol Hill and State le-
gislators are advancing legis-
lation which they say is to
curb voter fraud but Demo-
crats say they are aimed at
restricting access to the bal-
lot box, especially for mi-
nority communities.

The President said the
“sacred right” [voting] was
under assault with “incredi-
ble intensity like I've never
seen”.

On Monday Texas’s Repu-
blican Governor, Greg Ab-
bot, threatened to cut the
salary of legislators after De-
mocrats, on Sunday, boycot-
ted a vote on a Bill they said
would restrict voting and
make it easier to overturn
results. Florida, Arizona
and Georgia have also
passed voting restriction le-
gislation this year.

Following the loss of sev-
eral key swing States and
the presidency, Republican
lawmakers across the coun-
try have acted to bring
further controls on voting,
echoing former President
Donald Trump’s unfounded
claims of large-scale voter
fraud.

Labour veteran Herzog elected Israel President

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
JERUSALEM

Israel’s Parliament elected
the even-keeled Labour vete-
ran Isaac Herzog as its 1ith
President on Wednesday, a
vote that came as Opposition
lawmakers scrambled to
forge a coalition to unseat
Benjamin Netanyahu.

Mr. Herzog, 60, beat form-
er headmistress Miriam Pe-
retz to replace President
Reuven Rivlin, who was
elected in 2014 to the largely
ceremonial position decided
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Isaac Herzog

by the Parliament, or
Knesset.

Wednesday’s presidential
vote came as Israeli politi-
cians from across the spec-

trum were holding 11th-hour

»

negotiations to cobble to-
gether a new administration
aimed at ending Prime Mi-
nister  Netanyahu’s 12
straight years in office.

The presidency exerts lit-
tle power, primarily meeting
with party leaders after legis-
lative elections and tasking
candidates with forming go-
vernments. It is the Prime
Minister who wields actual
executive authority.

The scion of one of Israel’s
most prestigious families,
Mr. Herzog was first elected

to Parliament in 2003, but
was most recently leading
the para-governmental Jew-
ish Agency for Israel, an or-
ganisation focused on rela-
tions with Jewish immigrants
and the diaspora.

The son of Chaim Herzog
— Israel’s sixth President and
a former Ambassador to the
United Nations — and ne-
phew of the famed diplomat
and statesman Abba Eban,
the new President supports
the two-state solution to the
conflict with Palestinians.

Iran’s largest
warship sinks

ASSOCIATED PRESS
TEHRAN
The largest warship in the
Iranian Navy caught fire
and later sank on Wednes-
day in the Gulf of Oman.
The blaze began around
2.25 a.m. and firefighters
tried to contain it, the Fars
news agency reported, but
their efforts failed to save
the 207-metre Kharg,
which was used to resup-
ply other ships in the fleet
at sea and conduct training
exercises. At least 400 sai-
lors and trainee cadets on
board fled the vessel, with
33 suffering injuries.

Remembering the Tulsa race
massacre 100 vears later

Hundreds were
killed in Tulsa by
racist mobs in 1921

NARAYAN LAKSHMAN

This week, U.S. President Joe
Biden became the first sit-
ting American head of state
to officially recognise one of
the worst incidents of vio-
lent racial hate in the coun-
try’s modern history — the
Tulsa Race Massacre of May-
June 1921.

The widespread killings in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, targeting
relatively well-to-do African
Americans, and the exten-
sive damage to their proper-
ty by rampaging white mobs
at the time shocked the na-
tion and world. Over the de-
cades since then, it has led
to introspection and policy
actions that have sought to
bridge the racial chasm that
continues to haunt Ameri-
can society.

In 1921, it was the affluent,
predominantly African
American neighbourhood of
Greenwood, Tulsa, founded
by descendants of slaves and
having earned a reputation
as the “Black Wall Street” of
the U.S., that faced the car-
nage unleashed on May 31
and June 1.

Tulsa was especially
known for being an unoffi-
cial sanctuary city for Afri-
can Americans suffering the
consequences of harsh se-
gregation or Jim Crow laws
in pre-civil rights America.

It appears that deep re-
sentment that a community
of colour, and one subject to
centuries of oppression, had
risen to the higher echelons
of the economic pyramid
blended with historical ra-
cist hatred, resulting in leth-
al violence culminating in
the deaths of hundreds, bo-
dily injury to thousands and
millions of dollars of damage
to the homes and neighbour-
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Hate crime: This June 1921 photo shows smoke billowing
from buildings set on fire in Greenwood, Tulsa. =arp

hoods burned down by the
rampaging mob.

Covering up tracks

What followed was in a
sense even worse — Survi-
vors, gripped by fear of re-
prisals and unable to speak
out about the violence they
had faced, and losses suf-
fered, had to contend with
an elaborate attempt to cov-
er up the massacre and pro-
tect the perpetrators.

For years, the massacre
was barely mentioned in go-
vernment circles, and in
newspapers and textbooks.

NEWS ANALYSIS

It was only in 2000 that it fi-
nally made an appearance in
the  Oklahoma  public
schools’ curriculum. Imme-
diately after the massacre,
the Tulsa police chief report-
edly ordered officers to con-
fiscate from photo studios all
the pictures taken of the vio-
lence unfolding.

Further, according to his-
torians who have studied the
events surrounding the mas-
sacre closely, not only did
Tulsa city officials cover up
the crimes committed, they
also “deliberately shifted the
narrative of the massacre by
calling it a ‘riot’ and blaming
the Black community for
what went down”.

While the Tulsa “Race
Riot” Commission was

formed to investigate the
events in 1997 and officially
released a report in 2001, it
is clear that much has re-
mained buried — quite liter-
ally.

Towards reconciliation

It is this painfully sordid,
and as yet unresolved histo-
ry of racist hatred that has
prompted Mr. Biden to say,
“We do ourselves no favours
by pretending none of this
ever happened... We should
know the good, the bad, eve-
rything. That’s what great
nations do: They come to
terms with their dark sides.”

Yet the greater challenge
for Mr. Biden’s government
is to go beyond the question
of reparations to survivors
and address the root causes
of disparity that continue to
plague American society.

In that regard African-
American communities may
welcome Mr. Biden’s plans
to address racial discrimina-
tion in the housing market
by issuing new rules on fair
housing practices and curb-
ing inequities in the home
appraisal process; by direct-
ing more federal spending to
small and minority-owned
businesses; and to close the
wealth gap between the Afri-
can American community
and others through new in-
itiatives focused on econom-
ic opportunities for minori-
ties.

Training future leaders
with 21t century
communication skilis

e

THE HINDU GROUP

Introducing
p)
STEP
I ] An interactive English learning course for kids from classes 4-7.
X

Limited

Coach your kids with 10 LIVE classes on present day aspects of communication.

SLEL T Strategies to improve public speaking skills with focus on aspects such as persuasion,
expression of emotions, etc.

(YY) Best practices to improve writing structure and introduction to using tools like PowerPoint
(T Engaging exercises and activities to actively develop listening skills

(T Practical tips and guidance to continue developing communication skills Sean the OR code

Summer batch begins on 7" June N Classes on all weekdays 3:30 pm to 4:30 pm

To develop your child's overall communication skills, visit BIT.LY/JUNIORPLUS
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MARKET WATCH

02-06-2021 % CHANGE

Sensex 51849 -0.16
US Dollar 73.09 -0.26
Gold 48772 0.24
Brent oil 70.98 -0.01
PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports 811.50. 13.30
Asian Paints 2903.70......-27.30
Axis Bank 737.00 -8.15
Bajaj Auto 4295.05.......56.10
Bajaj Finserv. 11823.60 -6.30
Bajaj Finance 5808.65 23.85
Bharti Airtel 529.50 -3.40
BPCL 474.65 3.80
Britannia Ind 3475.25 28.50
Cipla 954.70. 8.25
Coal India 149.10 1.50
Divis Lab 4214.25 -5.85
Dr Reddys Lab 5312.35 -4.15
Eicher Motors 2677.75 11.95
Grasim Ind 1442.25 -2.30
HCL Tech 943.75 -6.95
HDFC 2562.15 18.60
HDFC Bank 1504.00. -7.70
HDFC Life 675.90......10.65
Hero MotoCorp 2972.60, -4.15
Hindalco 398.80. 4.10
Hind Unilever 2358.80. 0.50
ICICI Bank 648.35 -1.75
Indusind Bank 1028.00. 17.95
Infosys 1378.65 -8.55
Indian OilCorp 110.85 0.95
ITC 209.00 -6.25
JSW Steel 706.05.......11.55
Kotak Bank 1783.10. 13.90
L&T 1471.05 -3.60
M&M 806.20. -0.10
Maruti Suzuki 7184.70.....93.55
Nestle India Ltd. ... 17653.50... -105.00
NTPC 111.15 0.95
ONGC 117.75 0.15
PowerGrid Corp 227.45 3.05
Reliance Ind 2201.25 32.35
SBI Life 984.40......18.10
State Bank 437.25 4.70
Shree Cement 27893.90....270.75
Sun Pharma 677.45 6.40
Tata  Consumer
Products Ltd. 673.55 7.75
Tata Motors 323.00 4.90
Tata Steel 1124.05 23.15
TCS 3129.45....-23.55
Tech Mahindra 1016.95 13.55
Titan 1585.70. -5.70
UltraTech Cement.....6594.20 -7.15
UPL 837.60......21.80
Wipro 543.00 0.20

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on June 02

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL
US Dollar.... ..72.89....73.21
Euro - ...88.67.......89.06
British Pound 102.90.... 103.36
Japanese Yen (100) .. 66.32 66.63
Chinese Yuan 11.41 11.46
Swiss Franc 80.76.......81.12
Singapore Dollar 55.02 55.27
Canadian Dollar 60.29.......60.55
Malaysian Ringitt 17.67 17.76

Source:Indian Bank

‘Raise ethanol
blending in
surplus States’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
COIMBATORE

The Indian Sugar Mills’ As-
sociation (ISMA) has said
that to achieve the target of
8-8.5% ethanol blending, it
is important to increase
the blending level to at
least 12% in surplus States
and adjoining ones.

In a release, the associa-
tion said on the ethanol
front, against the total Let-
ter of Intent quantity of
346.52 crore litres, 321.18
crore litres were contract-
ed for and 145.38 crore
litres of ethanol were sup-
plied, as on May 24, 2021.
On an average, in the cur-
rent ethanol supply year
(December 2020 to No-
vember 2021), the blending
percentage is 7.56%, it said.

Meanwhile, oil compa-
nies have floated expres-
sions of interest (EOI), in-
viting bids from producers
for another 26 crore litres
of ethanol for supply till
November 30, ISMA said.

Exports surge 67% narrowing trade gap

Deficit narrowed to an eight-month low in May helped by a reduction in gold, oil imports

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

India exported merchandise
worth $32.21 billion in May
2021, 67% higher on a year-
on-year basis and almost 8%
more than May 2019’s pre-
pandemic shipments.

The country’s merchan-
dise trade deficit shrank to
an eight-month low. Imports
grew 68.6% to $38.53 billion,
compared with May 2020,
but were 17.5% lower than
the same month in 2019.

Major sectors that saw a
spurt in exports in May, com-
pared with the pre-COVID
times, included cereals, iron
ore, cotton yarn and han-
dloom products, jute, rice
and ceramics. However,
leather, tea, readymade gar-
ments, oil seeds, handicrafts
and gems and jewellery, saw
a significant dip over the

-
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Stable trend: Non-oil, non-gold imports remained largely
steady over April and May, says ICRA's Nayar. =ReuTers

same period.

The Federation of Indian
Exporters’  Organisations
(FIEO) chief Sharad Kumar
Saraf said that 19 out of 30
major product groups had
recorded impressive growth

over May 2020, and that the
gradual opening up of major
global markets was bolster-
ing orders.

ICRA chief economist Adi-
ti Nayar attributed the con-
traction in the trade deficit

Brazil economy expands 1.2%,
returns to pre-pandemic size

Record tax collection, job growth spur upward revisions

REUTERS
BRASILIA

Brazil’s economy expanded
by 1.2% in the first quarter,
from three months earlier,
data showed on Tuesday, as
rebounding services and in-
vestments took Latin Ameri-
ca’s largest economy to its
pre-pandemic size at the end
of 2019.

It was the third consecu-
tive quarter of growth, and
although the rebound has
slowed, some underlying fi-
gures suggest stronger foun-
dations for a continued re-
covery this year.

“This makes the outlook
for the coming quarters very
positive,” said Jason Vieira,
chief economist at Infinity

Asset Management in Sao
Paulo, calling the data “a
really good set of numbers,
especially fixed business
investment.”

The economic recovery
has accelerated inflation in
Brazil, prompting one of the
world’s most aggressive
string of ongoing interest

FICCI urges graded tack
to unlock economy

‘Surveillance testing must continue’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

With the number of corona-
virus infections declining in
the country, industry cham-
ber FICCI has urged the go-
vernment to follow a graded
approach in unlocking eco-
nomic activities.

It said any unit that is able
to create an isolation bubble
should be allowed to oper-
ate at all times even if it does
not qualify as essential.

The chamber said the fe-
rocity of the second wave
highlighted that waiting too
long to impose restrictions
can result in a surge of cases
thus putting immense strain
on medical infrastructure.

Learning from the first
and second coronavirus
waves, “FICCI suggests a
graded approach to permis-

sible economic activity
which balances lives and li-
velihoods”, it said in a letter
to Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal.

It said that there should
be surveillance testing on a
continuous basis, even if the
number of cases come
down sharply. It added that
units that have vaccinated at
least 60% of the workforce
with a single dose can be ex-
empted from restrictions.

rate increases. The central
bank has raised its bench-
mark rate by 75 basis points
at each of its last two policy
meetings, to 3.50%,and has
indicated it will do so again
next month as GDP growth
holds up and inflationary
pressures persist.

Brazil’s first-quarter
growth was driven by servic-
es, industry and fixed busi-
ness investment and agricul-
ture grew by 5.7%, its fastest
pace in four years.

A clutch of upbeat indica-
tors recently, including re-
cord tax collection and for-
mal job growth, has
triggered a wave of upward
revisions to economists’ full-
year GDP growth forecasts.

Jewellers seek
extension of
moratorium

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The All India Gem and Je-
wellery Domestic Council
(GJC) has urged the Fi-
nance Minister (FM) and
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) to provide immediate
financial assistance and
banking related relief for
the stressed gem and jewel-
lery sector and allied busi-
nesses.

In a letter, the GJC cited
the K.V. Kamath Commit-
tee report which had in-
cluded the gem and jewel-
lery sector among ‘stressed
industries’. Since several
jewellers affected by the
spate of lockdowns were
finding it difficult to repay
loans, the GJC sought ex-
tension of the moratorium
on interest payments for a
period of six months.

to $6.3 billion in May from
$15.1 billion in April to the
State-level restrictions that
widened over May and
curbed domestic demand for
both gold and oil.

“A predominant 63% of
the decline in the trade defi-
cit in May 2021 relative to
April 2021 was on account of
the collapse in gold imports,
with the balance led by a nar-
rower oil deficit, led both by
higher exports and lower im-
ports,” she said, adding that
exports had displayed a
mixed trend.

Rise in oil exports

“There is a sharp sequential
rise in oil exports, even as
non-oil exports dipped for
the second consecutive
month to $26.9 billion in May
from $31 billion in March.
Importantly, non-oil, non-

gold imports remained large-
ly steady over April and May.
To an extent, rising global
commodity prices would
have masked a dip in domes-
tic demand,” she said.

“The need of the hour is
to soon notify the RODTEP
[Remission of Duties and
Taxes on Export Products]
rates to remove uncertainty
and help expedite new con-
tracts with foreign buyers,”
said Mr. Saraf. “The govern-
ment must address... key is-
sues including priority status
to exports sector,” he added.

Engineering Exports Pro-
motion Council president
Mahesh Desai said the re-
lease of assured duty refunds
would provide a major push
to the sector which recorded
a 53% growth in May over
last year and 16% over May
2019 levels.

US. sets, stays tariff on 6
nations for digital taxes

India, UK. among countries targeted

REUTERS
WASHINGTON
The United States on Wed-
nesday announced 25% ta-
riffs on over $2 billion worth
of imports from six nations
over their digital services
taxes, but immediately sus-
pended the duties to allow
time for international tax
negotiations to continue.

The U.S. Trade Represen-
tative’s office said it had ap-
proved the threatened ta-
riffs on goods from Britain,
Italy, Spain, Turkey, India
and Austria after a “Section
301” investigation conclud-
ed that their digital taxes
discriminated against U.S.
companies.

USTR said it would im-
pose 25% tariffs on a range
of goods from the six coun-

The tariffs aim to
equal the amount
of digital taxes that
would be collected
from US. firms

C

tries including $118 million
worth from India.

The potential tariffs aim
to equal the amount of digi-
tal taxes that would be col-
lected from U.S. firms, a
USTR official said.

The move underscores
the U.S. threat of retaliation
as finance leaders from G7
countries prepare to meet in
London on Friday and Sa-
turday to discuss the state of
tax negotiations, including
taxation of large technology
companies and a U.S. pro-
posal for a global minimum
corporate tax.

Favour tech transter for
vaccines, says Nasscom

‘Support IPR but situation is unique’

YUTHIKA BHARGAVA
NEW DELHI

Given the extraordinary sit-
uation due to the global
pandemic, the National As-
sociation of Software and
Service Companies (Nass-
com) is in favour of transfer
of technology for COVID-19
vaccines, its newly elected
chairperson Rekha M. Me-
non said.

“We strongly support IPR
[Intellectual Property
Rights] protection. Yet, con-
sidering this extraordinary
situation where the world
needs to come together to
fight a global pandemic, and
India’s position as the lar-
gest manufacturer of vac-
cines, we welcome the
transfer of technology,” said
Ms. Menon, the first woman
to chair the industry group.

With the pandemic still
raging in India and other
parts of the world there is a
debate over whether CO-
VID-19 vaccines should be
exempted from IPR protec-
tions to address shortages
and disparity-related issues.

‘Humanitarian crisis’

On the impact of the CO-
VID-19 second wave on the
information technology (IT)
sector, Ms. Menon said
while the first wave of the
pandemic had been more of
a business continuity plan-
ning crisis for companies,
the second wave had turned
out to be a humanitarian cri-
sis for the industry.

“We recently conducted a
survey of technology com-
panies, where most organi-
sations reported a 2-3% im-
pact on workforce, but they
also reported zero to mini-
mal productivity and busi-
ness impact with the indus-
try continuing to witness a
robust deal and demand pi-
peline,” she said.

Ms. Menon, who is also
senior MD and chairperson,

Huawei unveils operating
system in fight for survival

Move follows U.S. blocking use of Android for firm's mobiles

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
SHENZHEN

Chinese tech giant Huawei
introduced its highly-antici-
pated homegrown mobile
operating system (OS) on
Wednesday, opening a new
front in its fight for survival
in the smartphone arena af-
ter the U.S. blocked it from

using Android.
The company said its new
HarmonyOS  system is

packed with special features
and capitalises on growing
demand to seamlessly link
devices — known as “Inter-
net of things”. But analysts
said Huawei faced an uphill
climb getting enough app
developers to devise soft-
ware and content for the OS
to keep consumers buying

the firm’s phones in a world
dominated by Google’s An-
droid and Apple’s iOS.
HarmonyOS is based on
open-source elements of An-
droid that Huawei and other
companies remain free to
use, and the company un-
veiled the first mobile devic-
es pre-loaded with the sys-
tem in an online launch.

Lead developer Wang
Chenglu said the OS would
see Huawei get ahead of the
curve as IoT development
accelerates, spurred by new
technologies such as intelli-
gent vehicles and the com-
ing advent of super-fast 5G
connections.

“With HarmonyOS, we
weren’t going to just pro-
duce another Android or
iOS. It would be the same
and have no consumer va-
lue,” Mr. Wang told repor-
ters ahead of the unveiling.

HarmonyOS smartphone
users will, for example, be
able to access files, docu-
ments and other content on
everything from computers
to wearables and other
linked devices, he said.

Rekha M. Menon

Accenture in India, said
scale was one of the biggest
challenges in the vaccina-
tion efforts for India, and a
public-private partnership
was needed to overcome it.

“We had asked the go-
vernment to allow the im-
port of WHO-approved vac-
cines and have also offered
to work with manufacturers
directly to support them
with supply chain issues.
We are also collaborating
with other associations such
as CII to procure WHO-re-
cognised vaccines,” she
said, adding that the indus-
try was committed to get-
ting its more than 40 lakh
employees and their fami-
lies vaccinated.

The IT association, which
recently wrote to Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi urging
a temporary relaxation of
the Foreign Contribution
Regulation Act (FCRA)
norms, has also sought a
comprehensive data utilisa-
tion strategy with a focus on
quality, access, responsible
usage, and security.

“We also recommend
[that] States learn from pro-
ven models and set up pro-
cesses and resources to
monitor data around vacci-
nation, supply of emergen-
cy medical equipment, hos-
pital beds and testing,
among others, to ensure
proactive planning for fu-
ture calamities,” the Nass-
com chairperson said.

Mercedes
rejigs business
model in retail

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Mercedes-Benz India on
Wednesday said it has un-
veiled a business model
‘Retail of the Future’, mak-
ing a fundamental transi-
tion in its retail business by
shifting to the ‘direct-to-
customer’ model.

In the new business mo-
del, Mercedes-Benz India
will own the entire stock of
cars, sell them through
dealers, and invoice new
cars to the customers di-
rectly. The company said it
would also process the or-
ders and fulfill them, offer-
ing one transparent price
and purchasing experience
to customers. Rather than
blocking money in invento-
ry and facing cash flow is-
sues, dealers will act as the
firm’s service providers.

India faces a daunting task against Qatar

The latter performed well in the friendlies and looks in ominous form

IN BRIEF

Real Madrid hires
Ancelotti as coach
MADRID

Real Madrid hired Carlo
Ancelotti on Tuesday to
replace Zinedine Zidane, who
quit last week after the
team's first trophy-less
season in more than a
decade. Ancelotti coached
the Spanish powerhouse
from 2013 to 2015. ap

Harden powers Nets into
the next round

NEW YORK

James Harden's fourth career
post-season triple-double (34
points, 10 assists and 10
rebounds) helped Brooklyn
Nets close out its Eastern
Conference first-round series
with a 123-109 victory over
Boston Celtics on Tuesday.
The results: Nets 123 bt
Celtics 109. Nets win series
4-1; Nuggets 147 bt Trail
Blazers 140 (2 OT). Nuggets
lead 3-2; Suns 115 bt Lakers
85. Suns lead 3-2.

CcM
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FOOTBALL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DOHA

India will take inspiration
from the draw against Asian
champion Qatar in 2019
when it faces the same oppo-
nent in the second-leg of the
joint World Cup and Asian
Cup qualifiers, here on
Thursday.

India is playing its home
match here as the Qatar cap-
ital was chosen as the cen-
tralised venue for all the re-
maining Group E matches
after the qualifiers were halt-
ed last year due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

India’s performance, ho-
wever, has gone south since
then while Qatar, the group
topper, comes into Thurs-
day’s match on a high.

»

Training hard: The Indian players sweat it out ahead of the World Cup qualifier against
Qatar. = TWITTER@INDIANFOOTBALL

It beat Luxembourg (1-0)
and Azerbaijan (2-1) and
played out a 1-1 draw against
Ireland in the international
friendly matches in March.

India is coming in after a
6-0 drubbing at the hands of
UAE in an international

friendly in March.

On the positive side,
coach Igor Stimac will have
the chance to field a full
strength team. Sunil Chhte-
ri’s return return will surely
boost the confidence of the
young Indian side.

Currently fourth in Group

E with three points from five
matches, India is already out
of reckoning for a World Cup
berth but still in contention
for the 2023 Asian Cup.

Match starts at 10:30 p.m.

IST.

Sania set to compete in UK

TENNIS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Sania Mirza was relieved on
Wednesday to get the visa
for her two-year old son Iz-
haan to travel with her for
the grass court tennis circuit
in the UK.

“It gives me peace of
mind. I could not have tra-
velled without Izhaan for
five weeks and then gone on
to play the Olympics in To-
kyo. In the current scenario,
it is more challenging. I am
grateful to Sports Minister
Kiren Rijiju for his proactive
role, Prime Minister’s Of-
fice, SAI, the Embassy in
UAE and the UK govern-
ment,” said Sania.

With the clearance com-
ing late, it will be difficult for
her to compete in the Not-
tingham Open starting on

Sania. =FILE PHOTO

June 6, as
planned.

Sania will leave for UK as
quickly as possible, as there
will be a 10-day quarantine
before she plays a tourna-
ment.

“My sister will be with me
to take care of Izhaan,” she
said.

Sania will compete in the
Birmingham and East-
bourne events before Wim-

bledon.
»

originally

Ramkumar
advances

SPORTS BUREAU
BIELLA (ITALY)

Ramkumar Ramanathan
outplayed Blaz Kavcic of
Slovenia 6-1, 6-1 in the first
round of the €44,820 Chal-
lenger tennis tournament
here.

The results:

€44,820 Challenger, Biel-
la: Doubles (pre-quarterfi-
nals): Sriram Balaji & Ramku-
mar bt Marco Bortolotti &
Luca Vanni (Ita) 6-1, 7-6(7).

$15,000 ITF men, Monas-
tir, Tunisia: Singles (first
round): Siddhant Banthia bt
Thomas Fancutt (Aus) 7-6(2),
6-4. Doubles (pre-quarterfi-
nals): Alejo Lorenzo Lingua
Lavallen & Juan Bautista
Torres (Arg) bt Ajeet Rai (Nzl)
& Siddhant 7-6(3), 6-4.

$15,000 ITF men, Herak-
lion, Greece: Singles (first
round): Ugo Blanchet (Fra) bt
Rishab Agarwal 6-4, 7-6(5).
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WTC final will be fought on ‘equal terms: Kohli
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Ultimate goal: Shastri and Kohli Wlll be keen to make the WTC final memorable

1
-

(O\AH

(\

S T "I"'

o=
-

P SRR A K VA

=FILE PHOTO

W Coach Shastri calls it ‘biggest ever’ occasion,

bats for best-of-three decider in future editions

CRICKET

AMOL KARHADKAR
MUMBAI

The conditions early in the
English summer could suit
New Zealand better than In-
dia in the inaugural World
Test Championship final.
And with the benefit of hav-
ing played a two-Test series
in England ahead of the big
clash, New Zealand could
well be the better-prepared
side. But India captain Virat
Kohli has stressed that the
WTC final will be a clash of
equals.

“Things are as potent for
New Zealand as they are for
us. Australian conditions
should have favoured Austra-
lia but we beat them twice in
two series,” Kohli said on
Wednesday in a virtual inte-
raction with the Indian me-
dia ahead of the squad’s de-
parture to England.

“If you want us to board
the flight from here feeling
like New Zealand has got the
edge, then there’s no point

taking that flight. We’re go-
ing to board that flight know-
ing that we’re on equal terms
and whichever team per-
forms well session by ses-
sion, hour by hour, is going
to win that championship.”

Kohli also disagreed that
India would be less prepared
than New Zealand.

No issues

“In the past we have landed
even three days prior, even
in proper schedules, and
have had a hell of a series,”
he said. “It is not the first
time you are playing in En-
gland, we all know what the
conditions are like. We don’t
have any issues heading into
the game. We are absolutely
sure of what we can do as a
team.”

With India having topped
the complicated league stage
on route to the final and mul-
tiple Test specialists equating
the WTC final to a World Cup
final, head coach Ravi Shas-
tri summed up the occasion.

“It is the first time that

Conway makes dream debut with century at Lord’s

His partnership with Nicholls gives Kiwis the upper hand

NZ IN ENG

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

Devon Conway became just
the sixth player to hit a Test
century on debut at Lord’s,
with the left-handed opener
brilliantly anchoring New
Zealand to 246 for three
against England on day one
of the first match of the se-
ries on Wednesday.

The 29-year-old was un-
beaten on 136 to maintain
the stunning start to his in-
ternational career in all
formats.

Just before stumps, Con-
way ran for three to surpass
Ganguly’s 131, which stood as
the highest ever score by a

Hun&fed.bn debu{
at Lord's

B Harry Graham 107
(Aus vs Eng, 1893)

B John Hampshire 107
(Eng vs WI, 1969)

B Sourav Ganguly 131
(Ind vs Eng, 1996)

B Andrew Strauss 112
(Eng vs NZ, 2004)

® Matt Prior 126 n.o.
(Eng vs WI, 2007)

® Devon Conway 136 batting
(NZ vs Eng, 2021)

debutant at Lord’s. He is the

11th New Zealand Test debu-

tant to reach three figures.
Henry Nicholls closed the

SCOREBOARD

New Zealand — 1st innings: T.
Latham b Robinson 23, D. Con-
way (batting) 136, K. William-
son b Anderson 13, R. Taylor
Lbw b Robinson 14, H. Nicholls
(batting) 46; Extras (b- 6, lb-7,
nb-1): 14; Total (for three wkts.
in 86 overs): 246.

Fall of wickets: 1-58, 2-86,
3-114.

England bowling: 20-5-55-1,
Broad 20-5-42-0, Robinson 16-
4-50-2, Wood 18-6-49-0, Root
12-1-37-0.

Toss: New Zealand.

day on 46 not out and was
sharing an unbeaten fourth-
wicket stand of 132 with Con-
way, after skipper Kane Wil-
liamson and Ross Taylor had
fallen cheaply.

Sparkler: Conway began his Test journey with a bang.

Zverev cruises into the third round

Laaksonen stuns Agut; lehlkorl outlasts Khachanov in ﬁve setter

ROLAND GARROS

ASSOCIATED PRESS
PARIS

Down 4-1 in the third set,
Alexander Zverev decided it
was time to shorten his
match at Roland Garros.

He was determined to
avoid another lengthy fight
following a five-set battle in
the previous round, so he
applied pressure on qualifier
Roman Safiullin.

The sixth-seeded German
won the next game at love,
broke back by pushing his
rival into unforced errors
and was nearly flawless in
the tiebreaker.

The reward was a 7-6(4),
6-3, 7-6(1) victory to advance
into the third round at the
French Open.

Fighting spirit

Zverev, facing a rival he has
known since their days in the
boys’ categories, dropped
his serve three times on
Court Suzanne Lenglen but
managed to catch up with
Safiullin with his fighting
spirit.

It wasn’t smooth — he hit
10 double faults and chal-
lenged several calls — but he
kept his cool when it mat-
tered. For the third straight
year, Stefanos Tsitsipas will
be playing in the third round
at Roland Garros following
another straight-set win
Wednesday.

The fifth-seeded Greek
player excelled at the net
and saved 11 break points to
defeat solid baseliner Pedro
Martinez of Spain 6-3, 6-4,
6-3.

Kei Nishikori needed five
sets again to win at the
French Open.

The former U.S. Open fi-
nalist rallied past 23rd-seed-
ed Karen Khachanov 4-6,
6-2, 2-6, 6-4, 6-4.

Nishikori next faces Swiss
qualifier Henri Laaksonen,
who upset 1ith-seeded Ro-
berto Bautista Agut 6-3, 2-6,
6-3, 6-2 for his first victory

CcM
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Idon’t have time anymore for T1kTok and making
videos. Maybe off-season. I hope I will not

have this time here

FORMER FRENCH OPEN QUARTERFINALIST KASATKINA, WHO IS INTO THE THIRD

ROUND OF A MAJOR FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE WIMBLEDON 2018

C

I'm happy not to have played another five-setter. It's
going to be important for me during the course of this

tournament. I'm looking forward to the next match
ZVEREV, AFTER HIS STRAIGHT-SETS VICTORY ON WEDNESDAY

Fallen seeds

B Men: 11-Bautista-Agut,
23-Khachanov

® Women: 10-Bencic, 29-
Kudermetova

against a top-20 player.

Easy for Djokovic

World No. 1 Novak Djokovic
kicked off his bid for a 19th
Grand Slam title with a 6-2,
6-4, 6-2 win over Tennys
Sandgren inside an empty
stadium.

In the women’s draw,
2019 runner-up Marketa
Vondrousova reached the
third round with a 6-1, 6-3
win over wild card Harmony
Tan.

Divij, Ankita pairs lose
Divij Sharan and Federico
Delbonis of Argentina lost to
the Australian pair of Matt
Reed and Alex De Minaur
6-3, 6-7(11), 4-6 in a men’s
doubles first round contest.
There was disappoint-

»

ment for Ankita Raina too as
she and her American partn-
er Lauren Davis fell to the
10th-seeded Czech-German
combination of Lucie Hra-
decka and Laura Siegemund
4-6, 4-6.

The new doubles partner-

The loss to Henri
Laaksonen is the first
for Bautista Agut against a
player ranked 150 or above
at a Grand Slam since 2013

First time since 2015
Azarenka is into the third
round at Roland Garros

. 23Number of aces
! fired by Isner in his

straight-sets victory over
Krajinovic

3 26Nishikori has won
2 26 of 33 five-set

matches he has played in
his career

THURSDAY'S PICKS
MEN: 1-Djokovic vs Cuevas

| 8-Federer vs Cilic

3-Nadal vs Gasquet
(night session)

DOUBLES:
Bopanna-Skugor vs
Monroe-Tiafoe

WOMEN: 1-Barty vs Linette

8-Swiatek vs Peterson

9-Pliskova vs Stephens

ship of Venus Williams and
Coco Gauff didn’t go very far
at the French Open.

The 40-year-old Williams
and 17-year-old Gauff lost to
13th-seeded Ellen Perez and
Zheng Saisai 6-7 (5), 6-4, 6-3
in the first round.

IMPORTANT RESULTS

Second round: Men: 5-Stefanos
Tsitsipas (Gre) bt Pedro Marti-
nez (Esp) 6-3, 6-4, 6-3; 6-Alex-
ander Zverev (Ger) bt Roman
Safiullin (Rus) 7-6(4), 6-3, 7-6
(1); Henri Laaksonen (Sui) bt 11-
Roberto Bautista Agut (Esp)
6-3, 2-6, 6-3, 6-2; 15-Casper
Ruud (Nor) bt Kamil Majchrzak
(Pol) 6-3, 6-2, 6-4; 27-Fabio
Fognini (Ita) bt Marton Fucsov-
ics (Hun) 7-6(6), 6-1, 6-2; Fe-
derico Delbonis (Arg) bt Pablo
Andujar (Esp) 4-6, 6-1, 3-6,
6-3, 6-2; 31-John Isner (USA) bt
Filip Krajinovic (Srb) 7-6(6),
6-1, 7-6(5); Kei Nishikori (Jpn)
bt 23-Karen Khachanov (Rus)
4-6, 6-2, 2-6, 6-4, 6-4.

Women: 15-Victoria Azarenka
(Blr) bt Clara Tauson (Den) 7-5,
6-4; Katerina Siniakova (Cze) bt
29-Veronika Kudermetova
(Rus) 7-6(7), 5-7, 7-5; Daria Ka-

satkina (Rus) bt 10-Belinda
Bencic (Sui) 6-2, 6-2; Polona
Hercog (Slo) bt Caroline Garcia
(Fra) 7-5, 6-4; 20-Marketa Von-
drousova (Cze) bt Harmony Tan
(Fra) 6-1, 6-3; 33-Paula Badosa
(Esp) bt Danka Kovinic (Mne)
6-2, 6-0.

Tuesday's results:

First round: Men: 1-Novak Djo-
kovic (Srb) bt Tennys Sandgren
(USA) 6-2, 6-4, 6-2; 9-Matteo
Berrettini (Ita) bt Taro Daniel
(Jpn) 6-0, 6-4, 4-6, 6-4; 10-
Diego Schwartzman (Arg) bt Lu
Yen-Hsun (Tpe) 6-2, 6-2, 6-3;
Kwon Soon Woo (Kor) bt Kevin
Anderson (RSA) 7-5, 6-4, 2-6,
7-6(4).

Women: 24-Coco Gauff (USA)
bt Aleksandra Krunic (Srb) 7-6
(11), 6-4; Sloane Stephens
(USA) bt Carla Suarez Navarro
(Esp) 3-6, 7-6(4), 6-4.

" AFP

IN THE MIX

there is a WTC final and
when you look at that and
the magnitude of the game
that is going to be played, I
think this is the biggest ever
[moment],” Shastri said.

Toughest form

“It is the toughest form of the
game. It is not that it has hap-
pened over three days or
three months, it has hap-
pened over two years where
the teams have played each
other around the world and
earned their stripes to play
the final. It is one heck of an
event.”

While Kohli said that the
final “holds a lot of value” to
the squad since Indian crick-
et has progressed “in the last
five-six-seven years”, Shastri
hoped that in the future the
WTC final would be contest-
ed over three Tests.

“Ideally, in the long run, if
they want to pursue this
WTC, a best-of-three final
would be ideal, as a culmina-
tion of a two-and-half-year
cycle,” Shastri said.

Who is
Devon Conway?

H Age: 29; Born:
Johannesburg, Transvaal,
South Africa

B Major teams: New
Zealand, Dolphins,
Gauteng

B ODI debut: vs Bangladesh,
Dunedin, 2021

B Matches: 3; Runs: 225;
HS: 126 (vs Bangladesh,
Wellington, 2021); Avg.:
75.00; Strike rate: 88.23

B T20I debut: vs West
Indies, Auckland, 2020

B Matches: 14; Inns: 11;
Runs 473; HS: 99 n.o.
(vs Australia,
Christchurch, 2021); Avg.:
59.12; Strike rate: 151.11

B First Class: Debut:
Gauteng vs Easterns,
Johannesburg, 2009

Match lost, but a battle won
PARIS

Carla Suarez Navarro (in pic)
was pleased, of course, to be
back on a tennis court after
being treated for cancer,
competing for the first time
in nearly 1-1/2 years. And not
just at any tournament, but
her favourite one.

Still, the 32-year-old from
Spain made it clear that she
was not pleased with the
result on Tuesday night.

A look at a few teams who will be keen to make an

impression at Euro 2020

SWEDEN

GOALKEEPERS: Robin Olsen, Karl-Johan
Jonsson, Kristoffer Nordfeldt

DEFENDERS: Ludwig Augustinsson,
Andreas Granqyvist, Victor Lindelof, Filip
Helander, Emil Krafth, Mikael Lustig, Pontus

Jansson, Marcus Danielson, Martin Olsson

MIDFIELDERS: Jens Cajuste, Gustav Svensson, Viktor Claesson,
Albin Ekdal, Emil Forsberg, Dejan Kulusevski, Sebastian Larsson,
Kristoffer Olsson, Ken Sema, Mattias Svanberg

STRIKERS: Marcus Berg, Jordan Larsson, Robin Quaison,

PASSING SHOTS

~‘Multiple national
“teams could be
the way to go

Shastri, Kohli say
expansion of
game, mental
health challenges
may force issue

AMOL KARHADKAR
MUMBAI

Head coach Ravi Shastri and
captain Virat Kohli said that
countries may increasingly
be forced to field different
teams at the same time, if in-
ternational fixtures across
formats begin to overlap.

India is faced with such a
situation — with the Test
squad engaged in England, a
separate group of white-ball
cricketers will tour Sri Lan-
ka for ODIs and T20Is in
July.

“At the moment it is hap-
pening because of the cur-
rent situation and restric-
tions on travel. But you
never know in future... if
you want to expand the
game in the shorter formats,
it could be the way to go,”
Shastri said ahead of the
team’s  departure  to
England.

“If you want to have that
kind of volume of cricket ...
If you are talking about
Olympics in four or eight
years’ time, then you need
more countries to play the
game.”

Kohli added that the men-
tal toll of life in a biosecure
bubble could also contri-
bute to the trend.

“It’s very difficult for
players to stay motivated for
long periods of time and
find the right kind of mental
space,” he said. “Just con-
fined in one area and just
doing the stuff day in, day
out, and dealing with high-
pressure situations... so,
this will definitely become a
norm where apart from the
workloads, I think the men-
tal health side of things will
also come into picture big

Suarez Navarro returned to
professional tennis following
chemotherapy treatments
for Hodgkin lymphoma
before eventually by Sloane
Stephens in the first round.
Call of duty

An English journalist, whose
French Open media
credentials were revoked on
Monday after he dialled into
a Alexander Zverev press
conference from a grocery
store and asked the German

India’s tour of UK
THE SCHEDULE

WORLD TEST
CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL

June 18-22: India vs. New
Zealand, Southampton,
3p.m.

INDIA VS. ENGLAND

TESTS
August 4-8:
Nottingham, 3.30 p.m.

August 12-16:
Lord's, 3.30 p.m.
August 25-29:
Leeds, 3.30 p.m.

September 2-6:
The Oval, 3.30 p.m.

September 10-14:
Manchester, 3.30 p.m.

All times IST

time because you don’t have
an outlet at all in today’s day
and age.”

Kohli said that the team
management is trying its
best to help players deal
with the COVID-19
protocols.

“As much hard work as
we have done to create this
team, you don’t want
players falling out because
of the mental pressures and
not having the capacity or
space to express them-
selves,” he said.

“That channel has to be
always open — the manage-
ment has left it open — for
the players to approach
them and tell them: ‘Look, I
am not feeling right in the
head. I just need a little
break and I just want to dis-
connect from the game.’
That’s going to be a huge fac-
tor and I am sure Ravi bhai
and the management feels
the same.”

Shastri hinted that a rota-
tion policy is likely to be
adopted in the series against
England, considering the
mental health aspect and
the challenges of “playing
five Tests in six weeks”.

if he could buy him
anything, has seen his
accreditation reinstated after
an apology.

Zverev had a hearty laugh
during the presser and told
the journalist he could buy
him “whatever he desired.”
But Grand Slam authorities,
sticklers for tradition, didn’t
find it funny and went for
maximum punishment
before dialling back on their
anger two days later.

6&; June11-July 11
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EURO2020

Alexander Isak

DID YOU

KNOW?
In 1992, host

COACH: Janne Andersson

Sweden won a
group ahead of

FORMGUIDE:L | W | W | W | W

England, France
and eventual

FIRST MATCH:

June 14 vs Spain, Seville, 12.30 a.m.

victor Denmark
before being

EURO APPEARANCES: 6

edged out 3-2
by Germany in

BEST PERFORMANCE: Semifinals 1992

the semifinals

FINLAND

GOALKEEPERS:
Lukas Hradecky,
Jesse Joronen,
Anssi Jaakkola

" DEFENDERS:

UKRAINE

GOALKEEPERS: Georgiy
Bushchan, Andriy Pyatov,
Anatolii Trubin

DEFENDERS: Eduard
Sobol, Illia Zabarnyi,

TURKEY

b GOALKEEPERS:

| Altay Bayindir, Mert
J Gunok, Ugurcan
Cakir

DEFENDERS: Zeki

Paulus Arajuuri, Daniel
0'Shaugnessy, Joona Toivio, Leo
Vaisanen, Sauli Vaisanen, Robert
Ivanov, Jere Uronen, Nikolai Alho,
Jukka Raitala, Pyry Soiri

MIDFIELDERS: Glen Kamara,
Robert Taylor, Robin Lod, Joni
Kauko, Onni Valakari Rasmus
Schuller , Thomas Lam, Tim Sparyv,
Fredrik Jensen, Lassi Lappalainen

FORWARDS: Joel Pohjanpalo,
Marcus Forss, Teemu Pukki

FORMGUIDE: L | D | D |LI|L

FIRST MATCH: June 12 vs
Denmark, Copenhagen, 9.30 p.m.

MAIDEN EURO APPEARANCE

c) It is tough and our goal
is to qualify, but we also
have these smaller goals that
will get us there - scoring
the first goal, getting our first

point, getting our first win
TIM SPARV, Skipper

Celik, Caglar Soyuncu, Kaan Ayhan,
Merih Demiral, Mert Muldur, Ozan
Kabak, Ridvan Yilmaz, Umut Meras

MIDFIELDERS: Yusuf Yazici,
Dorukhan Tokoz, Irfan Can Kahveci,
Okay Yokuslu, Orkun Kokcu, Ozan
Tufan, Taylan Antalyali, Hakan
Calhanoglu

FORWARDS: Burak Yilmaz, Cengiz
Under, Enes Unal, Abdulkadir Omur,
Kerem Akturkoglu, Halil Ibrahim
Dervisoglu, Kenan Karaman

COACH: Senol Gunes

FIRST MATCH: June 12 vs Italy,
Rome, 12.30 a.m.

FORMGUIDE:W | W | D | W | D
EURO APPEARANCES: 4
BEST PERFORMANCE: Semifinals 2008

Serhiy Kryvtsov, Denys Popov, Oleksandr
Tymchyk, Vitaliy Mykolenko, Oleksandr
Karavaev, Mykola Matviyenko

MIDFIELDERS: Serhiy Sydorchuk, Ruslan
Malinovskyi, Mykola Shaparenko, Marlos,
Yevhen Makarenko, Oleksandr Zinchenko,
Viktor Tsygankov, Taras Stepanenko, Andriy
Yarmolenko, Oleksandr Zubkov, Heorhii
Sudakov, Roman Bezus

FORWARDS: Roman Yaremchuk, Artem
Besedin, Artem Dovbyk

COACH: Andriy Shevchenko

FIRST MATCH: June 14 vs the
Netherlands, Amsterdam, 12.30 a.m.

FORMGUIDE: L | D | D | D | D
EURO APPEARANCES: 2
BEST PERFORMANCE: Group stage

DID YOU KNOW?

This is the first time Ukraine has qualified
for Euro directly; it did so as co-host in
2012, and beat Slovenia in the playoffs to
reach the 2016 event

DID YOU KNOW?

Turkey has qualified for five of the last
seven Euros, having made it to the
finals for the first time in 1996

COMPILED BY S.V. SRIRAM | SOURCE: UEFA/AGENCIES
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TV PICKS

Roland-Garros: SS Select 1 &
2(SD&HD),2.30 p.m.
England vs New Zealand:
1st Test: Sony Six (SD & HD),
3.30 p.m.

FIFA WC 2022 Quialifier: In-
dia vs Qatar, Star Sports 2 (SD
& HD) & Star Sports 3, 10.30
p-m.

IN BRIEF

: d R 71
Barcelona recalls
Emerson

MADRID

Barcelona has recalled the
Brazilian defender Emerson
from his loan at Real Betis,
adding to two new signings
in the close season. The
22-year-old Emerson joins
centre-back Eric Garcia and
forward Sergio Aguero, who
both switched to Barcelona
from Manchester City. He
originally left Brazil's Atletico
Mineiro for Barcelona two
seasons ago but was farmed
out as a future prospect to
Betis, with whom he enjoyed
a run to sixth last season. arp

Tillakaratne is SL women's
team's head coach

COLOMBO

Former Sri Lanka skipper
Hashan Tillakaratne has been
appointed as the country's
women's cricket team head
coach. He took up the role
officially on June 1 and he will
be contracted upto December
2021. His first job will be to
prepare the team for the
2022 ODI World Cup and
Commonwealth Games
qualifiers scheduled for early
next year reported
ESPNcricinfo. ani

Aussie players
to help

in India’s
COVID-19 relief

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SYDNEY

Top Australian cricketers
including star pacer Pat
Cummins will participate
in a 12-hour gaming live
stream on Thursday to
raise money for UNICEF
Australia’s India COVID
Appeal.

The brainchild of pacer
Josh Lalor, the initiative
will let fans watch the likes
of Cummins, spinner Nath-
an Lyon and the pace duo
of Mitchell Starc and Josh
Hazlewood on a live stream
when they talk about crick-
et and showcase their gam-
ing skills in a bid to raise
AU$ 100,000.

The fundraiser will be-
gin at 1:30 pm IST and will
also see participation from
all-rounder Moises Hen-
riques, women cricketer
Alyssa Healy and South
African Rilee Rossouw
among others.

Unique relationship

“Being a cricketer from
Australia, we have a unique
relationship with Indian
people,” Lalor told cricket-
.com.au. It’s a beautiful
part of the world, they’re
absolutely cricket mad and
they bend over backwards
to make every cricketer
feel welcomed and accom-
modated. If we’re able to
raise any money at all to
help what’s going on in In-
dia, that’ll go a long way,”
he added.

Cricket Australia’s new
CEO, Nick Hockley and
Todd Greenberg, the CEO
of the Australian Cricke-
ters’ Association will also
make an appearance.

“I thought it’d be great
for those guys (Hockley
and Greenberg) to sit back
and talk cricket with the
public,” Lalor said. The
live-stream will be availa-
ble on Lalor’s Twitch page.

Australian Cricket has so
far raised more than AU$
280,000 as part of UNICEF
Australia’s India COVID-19
Crisis Appeal.

CcM
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No burden of expectations

Fouaad Mirza says the focus is on keeping the horses fit and in good form

EQUESTRIAN

RAKESH RAO
NEW DELHI

Given India’s forgettable
track record in Eventing in
the 1996 and 2000 Olym-
pics, twice Asian Games sil-
ver medallist Fouaad Mirza
has no burden of expecta-
tions when he arrives in To-
kyo for the Games.

After over two decades,
India will be represented in
the Olympics Eventing arena
when Mirza along with his
two qualified mounts — Seig-
neur Medicott and Dajara 4
— starts his campaign.

Last week, in the Babo-
rowko Equestrian Festival in
Poland, Mirza completed the
Minimum Eligibility Require-
ment (MER) to clear his pas-
sage to Tokyo. Having sealed
the Olympic quota place in
November, 2019, Mirza has
now met all stipulations.

What will be factors for
Mirza to consider when
choosing his mount in To-
kyo? “I will be looking at ma-
ny factors. Medicott is more
experienced. He was out of
injury for two years. A fight-

i

Poetry in motion: Fouaad Mirza and his steed in action at the Baborowko Equestrian Festival

in Poland. =INSTAGRAM/FOUAADMIRZA

er, he is back and really
wants to compete. We have
managed to help him back to
form.

“Dajara is less expe-
rienced but has far more po-
tential. A very exciting horse
for the future.

Change in surroundings

“Medicott does not take well
to his change in surround-

ings. He stops eating. He is
like any athlete. You cannot
have an athlete not eat and
perform well. Now the focus
is on keeping the horses fit
and in good form.

“We will have to think
hard about different ways of
managing these horses. I will
pick the horse that is in the
best shape.”

As per Mirza’s estimate,

AT

around 32 crore was spent in
the past two years on his
preparation for Tokyo.

Surprisingly, in spite of
booking the Olympic quota
place in 2019, Mirza was in-
ducted into TOPS in April
this year.

Thereafter, he gained an
entitlement of ¥50,000 per
month as out of pocket ex-
penses.

Happy with show despite loss: Panghal

The young pugilist says he has improved but third rounds can be better

BOXING

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

He is still a bit angry about
that “unfair” loss in the final
but Olympic-bound Indian
boxer Amit Panghal (52kg)
on Wednesday described his
silver-winning performance
at the Asian Championships
as the best of his career.

The 25-year-old was the
defending champion before
he lost to his nemesis, Uzbe-
kistan’s reigning World and
Olympic champion Shakho-
bidin Zoirov, 3-2 in Dubai. A
protest, seeking a review of
the bout’s second round,
was rejected by the jury.

“This is by far the best
performance by me in the
52kg category. I should have
won that final and I was an-
gry when I did not,” said
Panghal, the reigning Asian
Games champion.

“I'had given it my all and I
felt I deserved to win but it’s
OK, it can happen. It was still
way better than the last time
I lost to him. The scoreline
has narrowed down to 2-3, it
was 0-5 earlier,” he said re-
ferring to the Worlds final

Catching the eye: Amit Panghal's display in the recent Asian
Championships was quite compelling. =speciaL ARRANGEMENT

loss to Zoirov in 2019.

Proud of his performance
he might be but Panghal said
there are some chinks in the
armour that he hopes to iron
out before the Olympics.

“I have improved but my
third rounds can be better. I
don’t think I land enough
scoring punches in the third
round. I have improved
enough to ensure that my

first rounds start early, I
used to hold back earlier,” he
elaborated.

Panghal’s performance
through the Asian Cham-
pionships was quite com-
pelling. If his pace was eye-
catching in the quarters, the
semifinal win was a master-
class in effective close range
boxing.

A new-found ability to

Ronak emphasises on process

‘A medal at Olympics validates your prowess as an athlete’

SHOOTING

KAMESH SRINIVASAN
NEW DELHI

Ronak Pandit has been a
top-class shooter, shaping
into a sharp coach.

“Heena Sidhu and Shah-
zar Rizvi set world records
and achieved world No. 1
ranking under my training,”
recalled Ronak.

Isolated in his room in a
hotel in Zagreb as part of the
protocol, the pistol coach of
the Indian team that has
been based in Croatia, Ro-
nak expressed happiness
that the outfit was “in the
best space”.

After having Ved Prakash
Pilaniya as the only pistol
coach to accompany the
team when it took a char-
tered flight to Europe on
May 11, the Indian team will
soon have five pistol
coaches.

“Our duty is to prepare
the whole team. We are to-
gether and delegate work on
a daily basis. Everyone res-
ponds differently to instruc-
tions. Going into a high pres-
sure event like the Olympics,
we have to ensure that our
communication is clear, con-
cise, positive and without
scope for interpretation,”
said Ronak.

Different approach
Different coaches have diffe-
rent approach heading into

the Olympics.

Coachspeak: Ronak feels the shooters have to stay focused
on the process and keep building on it. =speciaL ARRANGEMENT

(") Going into a high

pressure event like
the Olympics, we
have to ensure that
our communication
is clear, concise,
positive and without
scope for
interpretation

“Stay process oriented.
Our entire team is high on
skill, experience and motiva-
tion. It has performed well.
We have to stay focused on
the process and keep build-
ing on it. The key is to keep
working on making one a
better athlete and a better
human being on a daily ba-
sis,” he said.

With dentist wife Heena, a
phenomenal shooter her-
self, expecting the couple’s
first baby in a few months, it

was hard for Ronak to de-
tach from home and join the
team promptly. He an-
swered the national call.

Having learnt a lot from
coaches Tibor Gonczol, An-
taolii Piddubnyi and sports
scientist Dr. Pierre Beau-
champ, Ronak has tons of
knowledge, which he com-
bines with his practical abili-
ty to still shoot “competitive
scores” with minimum
training.

“There is an aura around
the Games. A medal at the
Olympics validates your pro-
wess as an athlete. The aura
makes it tougher to perform
at the Olympics. To find your
way around all these chal-
lenges and to come out on
top on that given day is so-
mething every athlete lives
for.”

score through body shots
while being held in clinches
was another addition to his
skill set. “This was the first
time, I tried that (punching
during clinches),” Panghal
said.

“It is something that my
personal coach Anil Dhanker
ji taught me. He told me that
clinches should not be about
stopping, that I should keep
hitting. I had worked on
this,” he added.

Panghal said he has his
concerns about the pandem-
ic but they wouldn’t come in
the way of what he does in-
side the ring.

“Practice mein to disrup-
tion hua hi hai (Our practice
has been disrupted). Anoth-
er fear that we face is that if
we test positive and are put
in quarantine, we would
miss out on crucial training
time. We cannot afford that
now.

He promises to be at his
best at the Olympics.

“Pehla Olympics bhi hai,
saath mein COVID bhi hai
(My first Olympics and this
COVID is also there). Let’s
see what happens but I in-
tend to make it special,” said
Panghal.

Twill miss you at the Olympics

Sindhu sends friend and rival Marin a get-well message

BADMINTON

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Star Indian shuttler P.V.
Sindhu on Wednesday
wished Spain’s Carolina Ma-
rin a speedy recovery, after
the latter was forced out of
the Tokyo Games due to a
freak knee injury, and said
she will miss the reigning
Olympic champion at the
quadrennial event.

Marin, a prime contender
at the Tokyo Games, suf-
fered a torn anterior cru-
ciate ligament in her left
knee during training and
pulled out of the showpiece
event on Tuesday.

“So sorry to hear about
your injury. Hoping that you
will recover soon and come
back stronger,” Sindhu, who
claimed the silver medal at
Rio Games after losing to Ma-
rin in the final, said in a vi-
deo message posted on
twitter.

Good competition

Recalling the epic final
match, Sindhu said: “I re-
member the last Olympic
Games when we played in

Showing concern: P.V. Sindhu, with Carolina Marin after the
2016 Rio final, has wished the Spaniard well. =FiLe PHOTO

the final. It was really good
competing against you so
I’'m going to miss that again,
and I've been missing you,
seeing you on court.

“I will miss you at the
Olympic Games but hope we
compete against each other

soon, so come back fast and
recover soon. Lots of love.”

Marin, a three-time World
Champion, was a title favou-
rite as she had been in red-
hot form this year, winning
four of the five finals that she
played.

Veda recalls the trauma in family

‘Broken to pieces after the death of my mother and sister’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

India women’s team cricke-
ter Veda Krishnamurthy,
“completely destroyed” af-
ter losing her mother and
sister to COVID-19 recently,
says she is slowly learning to
tune herself out of that grief
and stressed on the impor-
tance of mental health assis-
tance in crisis situations.

Nine members of Veda’s
family battled the disease
and her mother and sister
passed away within two
weeks of each other last
month in Karnataka.

“I’'m a big believer in what
destiny holds for you, but I
really hoped that my sister
would come back home.
When she didn’t, I was com-
pletely destroyed. All of us
were broken to pieces,” Ve-
da told ESPNcricinfo in a
lengthy post detailing her
trauma.

Keeps coming back

“..I still had to put up a
brave face for the rest of the
family. What I had to do in
those testing couple of
weeks was learn to tune my-
self out of my grief. But it
keeps coming back to haunt

Veda. =fiLE PHOTO

c) I really hoped that

my sister would
come back home.
When she didn’t, I
was completely
destroyed

you.” The middle-order bat-
ter said she was the only one
in the family not to contract
the virus and ended up coor-
dinating all the medical
needs at that time.

Mental aspect

Speaking about the mental
aspect of dealing with a
health crisis and the ensuing
tragedy of such a magni-
tude, Veda said her mother

Neeraj Chopra’s departure delayed

Javelin thrower awaits an authorisation letter from France

ATHLETICS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Olympic-bound star Indian
javelin thrower Neeraj Cho-
pra’s training-cum-competi-
tion stint in Europe, which
will mark his return to inter-

national competition after
more than a year, has been
delayed “by a few days” as
he awaits an authorisation
letter from France.

The 23-year-old was origi-
nally set to leave on Monday
to prepare for the Tokyo
Games. “...Neeraj Chopra’s
travel plan to France has

been delayed by few days as
India is currently placed as a
high-risk country with CO-
VID-19 infection and thus a
person travelling to France
requires an internal authori-
sation letter issued by
French Interior Ministry to
travel,” the Sports Authority
of India (SAI) said in a state-

and sister also suffered from
anxiety while battling the
illness.

“Mental strength is im-
portant. My oldest sister,
Vatsala, had panic attacks
before she passed away due
to COVID-19,” the 28-year-
old said.

Veda revealed that she
has dealt with mental health
issues of her own in the past
and called for a structured
support system for those in
need.

“I've had mental-health
issues and I've sought sup-
port to resolve them myself.”

Veda has played 48 ODIs
and 76 T20Is.

The BCCI had drawn flak

from several quarters for not
keeping in touch with the
bereaved player after which
Veda received a phone call
from Board secretary Jay
Shah.

“I'm not upset with peo-
ple who didn’t call me or
message me. I thank eve-
ryone who checked on me.

“1did get a call from the
BCCI secretary, which I
didn’t expect, to be honest.
He said when he is in Benga-
luru, he would visit me,” she
said.

ment. Accordingly, his travel
plans have been rescheduled
and SAI is in regular touch
with officials of MEA, who
are further pursuing the
matter with the Indian Em-
bassy in Paris,” it added.

An AFI source said that he
could be leaving on Thurs-
day.

Debut for senior team at Olympics will be
a fairytale, says Manpreet Kaur

All are pumped up and working hard, according to the young

.

HOCKEY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BENGALURU
Aspiring to make a “fairy-
tale” debut for the Indian
women’s hockey team at the
Tokyo Olympics, young de-
fender Manpreet Kaur wants
to stay on top of her game by
putting in the hard yards.
After gaining useful expo-
sure representing the junior
team, the 22-year-old earned
a maiden call-up to senior
group in January last year.
“Debut for the senior na-
tional team at a dream event
like the Olympics will be a
fairytale for me. It will be a
different feeling altogether. I
want to keep my feet on the
ground and continue doing
my work,” Manpreet was qu-
oted in a media release.
“Team selection is not in
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Hoping for the best: Manpreet wants to keep her feet on the
ground and continue to do her work. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

my hands, but I would say
this phase is really exciting.
“It is bringing the best out
of me in training and I would
like to continue doing it
without bothering about

selection.

“We all are pumped up
and working hard, making
each and every day count in
the training,” she said.

About the transition from

»

defender

the junior to senior camp,
Manpreet said one needs to
adapt quickly.

Learning process
“You are surrounded by ex-
perienced players on and off
the field, so there is so much
to learn every day. Things
are very different to what I
experienced when I was
with the junior team. From
training to diet to fitness,
everything is at a different le-
vel here, and you need to
adapt to it as quickly as
possible.”

She was also a part of In-
dia’s recent Argentina tour.

“I was given a chance by
the coaches to express my-
self on my maiden interna-
tional tour with the senior
team. I was very nervous,
but the seniors motivated
me, and match-by-match, I
kept gaining confidence.”

A ND-NDE



