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‘Amarinder briefs AICC panel,
‘underlines need for unity

Congress panel meets lawmakers, amid dissidence led by Navjot Singh Sidhu
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RBI holds
rates, cuts
GDP forecast

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Delta variant led to
MOst post-vaccine
infections in Delhi

Strain more transmissible: CSIR, NCDC
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The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Friday left bench-
mark interest rates un-

Now, Mamata's picture

on vaccine certificates SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
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AMARINDER SINGH, PUNJAB CM

Facing criticism from several
quarters, the Punjab
government on Friday
decided to withdraw its
decision of providing limited
COVID-19 vaccine doses to
18-44 age group people
through private hospitals.
The SAD, AAP and the BJP
had accused the government
of selling government quota
of vaccines at hefty profit to
private hospitals.
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ter the meeting.

Multiple sources told The
Hindu that ahead of next
year’s Assembly election,
there would be significant
changes in the Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (PCC) as
well as the Punjab Cabinet.

But the exact role for Mr.
Sidhu and how the party
wants to accommodate him
will be left to party president
Sonia Gandhi, said a source
familiar with the delibera-
tions.

The panel, which has
been meeting Punjab law-
makers, MPs and party lead-
ers since Monday, is expect-
ed to submit its report to her
in the next couple of days.

The Chief Minister is
learnt to have made it clear
to the three-member panel,

comprising Mallikarjun
Kharge, Harish Rawat and
J.P. Aggarwal, that the PCC
should not be headed by
another Jat Sikh as the State
government is already being
headed by one.

This could effectively put
a spanner in Mr. Sidhu’s aspi-
rations to head the State un-
it, currently headed by Sunil
Jakhar, a Jat from the Hindu
community.

Dalit representation

And if the party decides to
appoint a Deputy Chief Mi-
nister, the Chief Minister is
learnt to have argued that
there should be at least one
from the Dalit community.
He is also believed to have

Plea in HC seeks CBI probe into

deaths at Jaipur Golden Hospital

21 COVID-19
patients had died
on April 23-24

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on Fri-
day asked the Centre and the
AAP government to reply to a
plea seeking a CBI probe into
the death of 21 COVID-19 pa-
tients at Jaipur Golden Hospi-
tal in April allegedly due to
oxygen shortage.

Justice Rekha Palli has
sought a response by August
20, the next date of hearing,
on a plea filed by the families
of some of the patients who
died on the intervening night
of April 23 and 24.

‘Erroneous report’

The plea, filed through advo-
cate Utsav Bains, contended
that the cause of death was
respiratory failure due to in-
sufficient supply of oxygen
and not comorbidities as stat-

India records most cases worldwide
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The plea stated that the cause of deaths was respiratory failure
due to insufficient oxygen. =FiLE PHOTO: SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

ed by a Delhi government
committee report.

The plea claimed the panel
submitted an “erroneous” re-
port that those who died did
not suffer suffocation due to
lack of oxygen supply.

The plea sought a probe by
the CBI or an independent
agency into the deaths “so
that the truth can be brought
to light and justice be given to
the deceased persons and
their families”, and compen-
sation for the families.

The plea alleged that the
incident took place “due to
deliberate inaction and fai-

lure of the respondents
(Centre, Delhi government
and the hospital) to provide
adequate oxygen to the pa-
tients despite knowing that
any shortage would lead to
their immediate death”.

The plea further contend-
ed that the hospital did not
inform family members
about the shortage, who
could have arranged for high-
flow oxygen cylinders and
saved their loved ones who
died due to low pressure in
the oxygen cylinders.

SEE ALSO » PAGE 3

made a detailed presenta-
tion on what the party had
promised before the election
and what his government
had delivered.

The Chief Minister’s crit-
ics, including Mr. Sidhu and
former PCC chiefs — Partap
Singh Bajwa and Samsher
Singh Dullo — have been very
critical of the State govern-
ment’s handling of the 2015
sacrilege issue.

They alleged that the go-
vernment could neither pun-
ish those involved in the de-
secration of the Holy Guru
Granthsahib at Bargari nor
indict the Parkash Singh Ba-
dal-led Akali government for
the 2015 Kotkapura firing in-
cident, following protests ov-

er the sacrilege.

Capt. Amarinder Singh is
learnt to have informed the
party panel that a Special In-
vestigation Team (SIT) is in-
vestigating the sacrilege is-
sue afresh, and the law will
take its course.

“I understand the impor-
tance of the sacrilege issue
for Congressmen and the pe-
ople. The Chief Minister un-
derstands this much more
than us. Administrative and
legal steps are being taken
and the results will be seen
over the next few days,” Mr.
Rawat, also the Congress
general secretary in-charge
of Punjab, told reporters.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

No decision on indemnity
to vaccine makers yet

Negotiations still
on, says NITI
Aayog member

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Union government was
still in negotiations and no
final decision had been ta-
ken on indemnity to either
foreign or local COVID-19
vaccine manufacturers, NI-
TI Aayog member (health)
Dr. V.K. Paul said at a Health
Ministry press conference
on Friday.

India had overtaken the
U.S. in providing at least one
dose of vaccine. “As of
Thursday night, India has
administered 17.2 crore dos-
es, while the U.S. has admi-
nistered 16.9 crore doses,”
he said.

While the priority of the
government was to provide
vaccine cover to the vulner-
able elderly population and
those with comorbidities,
Bharat Biotech and Zydus

1.13 lakh new cases registered, accounting for one in three new infections

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

India recorded 1,13,261 new
COVID-19 cases and 2,059
new deaths till 9.40 p.m. on
Friday. The country has so
far reported a total of
2,86,86,764 cases and
3,42,790 deaths.

Though the new infec-
tions are declining, India
continues to record the most
number of daily cases in the
world. It accounts for one in
every three new infections
worldwide. The country
continues to record the most
number of average daily
deaths in the world. It ac-
counts for one in every three
new deaths worldwide.

Tamil Nadu reported
22,651 new infections, fol-
lowed by Kerala (16,229) and
Karnataka (16,068). Tamil
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Double dose

Till June 4, 3.3% of India's estimated population had
got fully vaccinated. A zone-wise break-up:

% fully Highestamong | Lowest among
vaccinated States States
India 3.3%
Central 2.0% Uttarakhand (6%) | U.P. (1.6%)
East 2.6% | West Bengal (4%) | Bihar (1.5%)
South 41% | Kerala (6%) T.N. 2.7%)
West 4.6% | Gujarat (6.1%) Maharashtra (3.8%)
North 41% H.P. (5.9%) Punjab (2.6%)
Northeast 34% | Tripura (12.2%) | Meghalaya (2.2%)

Nadu recorded 463 new ca-
sualties on the day, followed
by Karnataka (364) and Mah-
arashtra (289).

The figures do not include
cases and deaths from
Chhattisgarh, Bihar, Punjab,
Jharkhand, Uttarakhand,
Manipur, Arunachal Pra-

»

desh, Andaman and Nicobar
Islands and Ladakh. The da-
ta are sourced from the res-
pective  States’  health
bulletins.

Around 20.75 lakh sam-
ples were tested in the coun-
try on Thursday (the results
for which were made availa-

ble on Friday). India’s aver-
age daily test positivity rate
(positive cases identified for
every 100 tests) continues to
decline. It was 5.5% on June
3 compared to 10.4% record-
ed a week earlier.

About 28.75 lakh vaccine
doses were administered in
the country in the 24 hours
ending 7 a.m. on Friday,
which is 4.5 lakh doses high-
er than what was recorded in
the previous 24 hours.

However, it is 45,000 few-
er doses than what was re-
corded during the same pe-
riod a week ago. The
seven-day rolling average of
daily vaccination in India
stood at 26.26 lakh on June
3, more than the 18.09 lakh
recorded a month ago.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

SII gets DCGI
nod to roll out
Sputnik V

The Drugs Controller
General of India (DCGI) has
granted permission to the
Serum Institute of India
(SII) to manufacture the
Sputnik V vaccine in India
for examination, test and
analysis with certain
conditions, official sources
said on Friday. » PAGE 9

have already started testing
vaccines on children. “But
we have to understand that
we will need 2526 crore
doses to cover this popula-
tion as we cannot have par-
tial coverage. All this will be
taken into account when we
strategise. Information gath-
ering and analysis on the
matter is on,” he noted.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Evaluation
method
report within
10 days: CBSE

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Central Board of Se-
condary Education (CBSE)
has set up a 12-member
committee to decide on as-
sessing Class 12 students in
the wake of cancellation of
the board examinations.

The panel would submit
a report within 10 days, a
notification issued by the
board on Friday said.

The notification, signed
by CBSE’s controller of ex-
aminations Sanyam
Bhardwaj, said steps were
being taken “to compile
the results of Class 12 stu-
dents as per a well-defined
objective criteria”.

DETAILS ON » PAGE 9

unchanged at 4%, Gover-
nor Shaktikanta Das said.

Acknowledging that the
sudden rise in COVID-19 in-
fections and fatalities had
impaired the nascent re-
covery that was underway,
Mr. Das said the second
wave had, however, “not
snuffed it out”.

“The impulses of growth
are still alive,” he asserted.

Ramping up the vaccina-
tion drive and bridging the
gaps in healthcare infras-
tructure could mitigate the
pandemic’s devastation,
he stressed.

The bank also marginal-
ly raised its projection for
CPI inflation during 2021-
2210 5.1%.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

JACOB KOSHY
NEW DELHI
Variant Delta (B.1.617.2), the
most pervasive variant of
the coronavirus in India,
constituted nearly three in
four breakthrough infec-
tions in Delhi, according to a
research study by scientists
in Delhi. The variant was al-
so characterised by high
transmissibility, an acceler-
ated surge in infections and,
the scientists say, “...prior
infections, high seropositivi-
ty and partial vaccination
were insufficient impedi-
ments to its spread.”

Breakthrough infections
are instances of people test-
ing positive for the virus af-
ter getting vaccinated.

The study is yet to be

peer-reviewed and appears
as a pre-print and was auth-
ored by scientists at the
CSIR-Institute of Genomics
and Integrative Biology
(CSIR-IGIB) and the National
Centre of Disease Control —
two key labs of the Indian
Sars Cov-2 Genomic Consor-
tium (INSACOG) that tracks
the emergence of key var-
iants of the coronavirus.

In 27 instances of break-
through infections ana-
lysed, the scientists found
that two lineages dominat-
ed. B.1.617.1 (Kappa) com-
prised 8%, Delta was 76%
and the remaining linked to
variants that belonged to
broader “B.1 lineages”.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Disquiet over Jagan, Patnaik letters to CMs

SOBHANA K. NAIR
NEW DELHI

Opposition leaders remain
sceptical about the recent
letters written by Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister Ja-
ganmohan Reddy and Od-
isha Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik to other Chief Minis-
ters criticising the Centre’s

vaccination policy.

Unlike Kerala Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vijayan and his
Jharkhand counterpart He-
mant Soren’s letters, where
they demanded universally
free vaccines, both Mr. Red-
dy and Mr. Patnaik have li-
mited themselves to supply
side problems and demand-

ed that the Centre should
handle the procurement.

Senior Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh has ques-
tioned both the CMs asking
them to question PM Naren-
dra Modi instead of writing
to fellow Chief Ministers.

DETAILS ON » PAGE 9
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Started jabbing after

manufacturer’s word
Struggling to give 2nd dose: govt. to HC

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The AAP government has in-
formed the Delhi High Court
on Friday that it made prepa-
rations for vaccinating peo-
ple with Covaxin in the Cap-
ital based on its

manufacturer Bharat Bio-
tech’s assurance that it will
receive 5 lakh doses in May
and four times that in June.

Delhi government said it
received only 1.5 lakh doses
of Covaxin in May and due to
the Centre’s instructions not
to set aside any stock for the
second jab, all of it was used
to provide the first dose to as
many people in the 18-44 age
group.

Justice Rekha Palli said
that it should have stopped
providing people with the
first dose of Covaxin when it
realised by May 11-12 that it
will not be getting any more
supplies from Bharat Biotech
to provide the second doses.

Overconfidence

The court said the Delhi go-
vernment was “overconfi-
dent” that it will get the re-
quisite supplies of the
vaccine. It said that if there
was no confirmation from
Bharat Biotech with regard
to additional supplies, then
the present situation, where
thousands of people may not

SI ends life at
police station

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 3l-year-old Sub Inspector
posted in east Delhi’s Pan-
dav Nagar Police Station al-
legedly ended his life inside
the station on Friday morn-
ing while on duty.

Police said that the inci-
dent took place around
10.30 a.m. He was rushed to
the hospital where he was
declared dead. No note has
been recovered, a senior of-
ficer said.

The SI was from Agra and
resided in Delhi with his
wife, parents and siblings.

Suicide prevention hel-
pline: Sanjivini, Society for
Mental Health, 011-4076
9002, Monday-Saturday
(10 a.m.-7.30 p.m.)
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get the second dose within
the incubation period of six
weeks from the first dose,
was “ your own doing”. “Af-
ter May 11-12, you [Delhi go-
vernment] should have
stopped. But you went on
vaccinating till May 24,” the
court said.

Delhi government told the
High Court that by June 9,
Bharat Biotech would send
around 15,000 doses of Co-
vaxin and an additional
90,000 by July 2. The court
said the first lot of supplies
would help only 10% of the
1.51akh persons who were gi-
ven the first dose and by the
time the second lot arrives, it
would not be of any help to
them.

“People took the first shot
of vaccine under the belief
that you would provide them
with the second one also,”
the court remarked while
posting the case for further
hearing on June 7.

RWAS join hands with hospitals
to organise vaccination camps

As supplies dwindle, schools and NGOs too are collaborating in the endeavour

SHINJINI GHOSH
NEW DELHI

With a limited supply of vac-
cines at government facilities
over the past week, several
resident welfare associa-
tions, academic institutions
and hospitals have come to-
gether to organise vaccina-
tion camps in a localised
manner.

A vaccination drive has
been organised by Fortis
Hospital, Shalimar Bagh at
Mount Abu School from June
1 for the 18+ category. While
prior registration is required
on the government portal,
each dose of Covishield was
administered for 1,050.

Jyoti Arora, principal of
Mount Abu School, said: “We
were probably the first priv-
ate school to have collaborat-
ed for such a drive. We pro-
vided the required
infrastructure, which includ-
ed space for registration
kiosk, waiting areas and ob-
servation areas. The campus
is being sanitised daily. The
vaccination drive continued
in a full-fledged manner for
three days and 250 people
were vaccinated.”

A vaccination camp was
set up by a city-based NGO in
collaboration with Fortis Es-
corts Hospital for residents

People registering for paid vaccines for 18-44 age group at

7 v

BLK Hospital in New Delhi on Friday. =sHIv KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

of Malviya Nagar, Safdarjung
Development Area and
Green Park. Around 1,000
people were vaccinated bet-
ween May 29 and June 2, offi-
cials involved in the organisa-
tion of the camp said. “The
camp was organised based
on requests of the RWAs as
there were several people
who could not get the jabs
due to the paucity of vac-
cines,” an official said.

Drive-through facilities

Several drive-through vacci-
nation camps were also or-
ganised across the city. In-
draprastha Apollo Hospitals
on Friday launched a two-
day drive-through facility at
the Ambience Mall in Vasant

National-level handball player to
be quizzed in wrestler murder case

Sushil was riding the woman’s scooty at the time of his arrest

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi police will ques-
tion a national-level handball
player whose scooter Sushil
Kumar was using when he
was arrested in connection
with the alleged murder of a
young wrestler at Chhatrasal
Stadium here, officers said. A
senior police officer said
they will ask the woman to
join the investigation.

Sushil and his associate
Ajay were arrested on May 23
from Mundka when they
were riding on a scooty.

On Wednesday, a court
here rejected Delhi Police’s

Sushil Kumar

plea for three more days of
custodial interrogation of
Sushil and sent him to nine-
day judicial custody. The in-
ternational wrestler faces
charges of murder, culpable
homicide and kidnapping.

Sushil and his associates
allegedly assaulted Sagar
Dhankar and two of his
friends Sonu Mahal and Amit
Kumar at the stadium on the
intervening night of May 4
and 5 over a property dis-
pute. The 23-year-old Sagar
succumbed to injuries later.

Police had said there is
electronic evidence wherein
he and his associates could
be seen beating Sagar with
sticks.

A video surfaced on the
social media purportedly
showing Sushil and his asso-
ciates allegedly hitting
another man with sticks.

Kunj.

“Apollo Hospitals is admi-
nistering Covishield at the
drive-through facility bet-
ween 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and is
open to everyone above 18
years. People need to be re-
gistered on the Cowin app. A
total of 150 people were vac-
cinated on the first day,” read
an official statement from the
hospital.

The drive-through vacci-
nation drive at the Chhatra-
sal Stadium, organised by
the North district administra-
tion, saw a steady stream of
visitors in cars, two-wheelers
and even e-rickshaws, visit
the centre for vaccination.

Over 550 doses have alrea-
dy been administered at the

centre, said Kusum Arora,
who is in charge of the facili-
ty. While vaccines are being
currently administered to
only the 45-plus category, Dr.
Arora said the facility will be
open for those above 18 over
the coming days.

Parallel sessions

“Two parallel sessions are
being run between 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m. at the stadium.
This has been done to avoid
overcrowding and reduce
waiting time. While people
with online registrations are
welcome, there is a facility
for spot registration as well.
The staffers are fully trained
and Covishield is being admi-
nistered at the centre,” said
Dr. Arora.

Ajay Chauhan (51), who ar-
rived at the centre to get vac-
cinated, said: “I am not too
savvy with technology and
hence had been struggling to
register myself on the portal.
However, the facility at the
stadium came as a big relief. I
could get myself registered at
the first counter. Getting the
jab was also a swift process,
after which I had to wait in
the observation area for half
an hour. Overall, it was a re-
lief to experience a smooth
process.”

Why are you unaware
of drug manufacturing
plants in India, asks HC

It could be produced in every State’

SOIBAM ROCKY SINGH
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on Fri-
day questioned how the
Centre and various govern-
ment departments were un-
aware of the “untapped po-
tential” of drug
manufacturing plants in In-
dia, with capabilities to pro-
duce COVID-19 vaccines,
when foreign firms have been
able to locate them.

“That is what is troubling
us,” a Bench of Justice Man-
mohan and Justice Najmi Wa-
ziri remarked.

“You [Centre] were asking
for waiver of patents all over
the world. We have good pro-
ducts in India. These products
could have been manufac-
tured in each and every
State,” the High Court said, re-
ferring to Panacea Biotec’s
plant in Himachal Pradesh.

“In Himachal, if you have
produced this, the entire State
could have been vaccinated in
three weeks. Even people
from Russia are able to locate
it, and we are unable to locate
them. That is what is troubling
us,” the court remarked.

The court also queried why
the Centre did not engage
with local drug manufacturers
to produce the vaccine deve-

DU plans fee waiver for students
who lost parents to COVID-19

Varsity sends letter to colleges to conduct survey, gather info

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
Delhi University is consider-
ing giving a fee waiver to stu-
dents, who have lost their
parents to COVID-19, accord-
ing to senior DU officials. A
letter has been sent to the
colleges to conduct a survey
and gather information per-
taining to it, officials said.
Balram Pani, DU’s Dean of
Colleges, said: “We are think-
ing of giving a fee waiver to
students who have lost their
parents to COVID-19. Stu-
dents who have lost both
their parents or one parent
who was the breadwinner of

Drug addict held for making PCR call threatening PM

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 22-year-old man was ar-
rested for allegedly calling
Police Control Room and
threatening the Prime Mi-
nister. He allegedly told the
police that he made the call
because he wanted to go to
jail.

A senior police officer
said that the accused was
identified as Salman alias
Aman, a resident of Ghazia-
bad’s Loni, who was arrest-
ed under Section 107/51
(preventive action) of Cri-
minal Procedure Code.

According to the police,
the control room received a

call late Thursday night in
which the caller threatened
the Prime Minister. The call
was traced to Khajoori Khas
following which the ac-
cused was detained.

During questioning, it
emerged that he was a drug
addict.

“On Thursday evening,

he consumed drug and
went home after which his
father scolded him. He got
angry and left the house
and decided to call police,”
the officer said.

When the accused was
asked why he made the call,
he allegedly told the police
that he wants to go to jail

because “that’s where he
likes to stay”.

The accused was earlier
involved in a murder case
and was sent to juvenile
home in 2018.

Salman was released in
2019 and was not involved
in any criminal activities,
the police said.

Office of the Executive Engineer, Transmission Line Maintenance Division-III,

JKPTCL Amargarh, Sopore

Tele No: 01954-225010 Fax: 01954-225010, E-mail: timd3rdamargarh@gmail.com
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

online only as per prescribed format.

E-NIT No- EE/TLMDA/ 13 of 2021 DATED: - 02-06-2021
Executive Engineer, TLMD-IIl, JKPTCL Amargarh Sopore on behalf of the Lt. Governor of Jammu & Kashmir|
Union territory invites e-tenders (In Two Cover System) valid for 180 days from reputed, experienced and
financially sound “A” Class Electrical Contractors and Executors fulfilling the eligibility criteria specified in the|
standard bidding documents for the work detailed below.
The complete bidding process is online. However, hardcopies consisting of Tender Fee and bid securing|
declaration in cover-l is to be submitted in the office of the undersigned before two days of e-Bid Submission end
date and the Techno-Commercial bid (as per SBD) in cover Il has to be submitted only by the Lowest Bidder in the|
office of undersigned on the day which will be communicated to lowest bidder. Financial bids must be submitted

The Standard Bidding Document is available on website https://jktenders.gov.in.

132KV/33 KV POWER TRANSFORMERS OF
VARIOUS GRID STATIONS FALLING UNDER THE
JURISDICTION OF TLMD-IIIAMARGARH SOPORE

Scope of Work Qty Estimated Tender | Time of
Cost Fee Completion

OVERHAULING/DESLUDGING OF FOUR UNITS OF | As per Rs 93.37 Rs. 03

20MVA AND ONE UNIT OF 15 MVA THREE PHASE BOQ Lacs 3000/- Months

SR UDH T STl

312} vd et e gRT Sia-ie |ifker! srid o gd 9g @ faes
o T |iRegasy W a¥ 2013—14, 2014—15, 2015—16 3R 2016—17 T Data
Entry, Validation, Tabulation, Updation & Scanning of Statistical part
AT I S 774 UG 78 HF D Jgg=Al &1 Data Entry, Validation, &
Updation @ gg ffder g@=m ww=m o1, 7 28.04.2021, PR-00939
(Planning) 2021.22 TTRIT T 74T ff |

DITS—19 B TSI HHHUT R RN T B 15T AXBR §RT R T

per the table below:

The information regarding schedule of downloading of the tender document and submission dates thereof is as|

CRITICAL DATES

1. | Date & Time of down loading of Standard Bidding Document

The Standard Bidding Document can be|
downloaded over http://jktenders.gov.in
from 02.06.2021:06:00 PM

dfpsIed @ HRUT AT eirs &= T [ 04.06.2021, I 17.00 Hrs &7
XAfird o STrar 2 | fAfaeT srets w-A vd Wiew @t denfera fafr e yer &
freriRa & St 8—

1. Last Date/Time Submission/

Pre bid meeting Place

2. | Sale of Bid Document (Start) 02-06-2021;06:00 PM
3. | Sale of Bid Document (End) 25-06-2021; 04:00 PM
4. | Clarifications start date 02-06-2021; 06:00 PM
5. | Clarifications end date 08-06-2021; 04:00 PM
6. | e-Bid submission (start) date & time 09-06-2021; 04:00 PM
7. | e-Bid submission (end) date & time 25-06-2021; 04:00PM
8. | Pre bid meeting Date and Time 09-06-2021 11:30AM
9.

Office of the Executive Engineer TLMD-II|
Amargarh Sopore

10.| Online Commercial and Technical e-Bid opening date & Time

28-06-2021; 02:00PM

11.| Venue of opening of technical & financial e-Bids

Office of the Executive Engineer TLMD-II|
Amargarh Sopore

12.| Online financial e-Bid opening date & Time

Will be communicated later (after techno-|
commercial evaluation)

13.| Cost of e-Bid document

Rs.3000.00 (Rupees three thousand only)
(Non-refundable) Pledged in favour off
Executive Engineer TLMD-IIl Amargarh

bidding process.

orfax 01954-225010.

DIPK-NB-1039/21

e Only the bidders possessing the qualifying criteria as mentioned in the SBD should participate in the
o Clarifications can also be sought from the office of the under signed on E-mail: timd3rdamargarh@gmail.com

o Before participating in the bids, the bidder shall acquaint himself with the site of work and local conditions.
e The Corporation reserves the right to reject any or all bids without assigning any reason thereof.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer
JKPTCL, TLMD-IIl, Amargarh Sopore

cM
K

»

Uploading of Offer/Bid :21.06.2021, 17-00Hrs on

https://www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in
2. Last Date for Submission of
Document in Hard Copy/Original: 25.06.2021, 15-00Hrs
Directorate of Economics &Statistics,

Bihar, Patna, 1st Floor, Block-3,
Annexe Building, main Secretariat,

Patna-800015
3. Date and Time & Place of
opening of Technical Bid 28.06.2021, 15-30 Hrs

https://www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in
CEEIS I CE))
\ig E

31ef g Aifkega e,
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PR- 01977 ( Planning ) 2021-22

the family will be considered
for a waiver.”

Further, Mr. Pani added:
“We have written to colleges
and sought relevant data by
Monday. It will be a com-
pletely transparent process

and colleges can carry out
the necessary checks. Once
requisite permission from
the governing bodies are
sought, this can be
implemented.”

Speaking at a prayer meet-
ing held in the memory of
university employees, who
lost their lives during the
pandemic, DU Vice-Chancel-
lor P.C. Joshi said that provid-
ing free education to stu-
dents of the university who
lost their parents to CO-
VID-19 was a key area for the
administration and that the
university was “actively con-
sidering” the matter.

loped by an Indian manufac-
turer. “There is an Indian
company which has deve-
loped its own vaccine. If other
manufacturers were told way
back last year, there would be
crores of vaccines all over the
country by now,” the court re-
marked, adding, “Why are
you not thinking on those
lines?”

Seeks arbitral award

The court’s observations
came while hearing a plea of
Panacea Biotec, which has
sought the release of an arbi-
tral award, passed in its favour
and against the Centre, saying
it needs funds at the earliest in
the larger interest of humani-
ty as it has already manufac-
tured trial batches of COVID
vaccine Sputnik V in collabo-
ration with Russian Direct In-
vestment Fund and wanted to
scale it up.

HC surprised
with Centre
counsel’s reply

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Friday was surprised with
the submission of Centre’s
counsel that Amphotericin
B, one of the medicines
used for treating black fun-
gus was readily available in
the market.

When the court said if
the medicine was available
in abundance there should
not have been so many
deaths, Central govern-
ment standing counsel Kir-
timan Singh said people
were not dying because of
lack of medicines but the
disease black fungus itself
is dangerous.

Troubled waters

A polluted Yamuna river in Kalindi Kunj on Friday, on the eve of World Environment Day.

= SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Pleas in HC against order
on annual school fees

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI
Several appeals, including
one by the AAP govern-
ment, have been moved in
the Delhi High Court
against its single-judge or-
der allowing private unaid-
ed recognised schools to
collect annual and develop-
ment charges from stu-
dents for the period after
the lockdown ended in the
national capital last year.
The petitions were in-
itially listed before a bench
of Chief Justice D.N. Patel
and Justice Jyoti Singh on
Friday. However, since the
Bench did not sit, the mat-
ter was transferred to
another Bench comprising

Justices Manmohan and
Navin Chawla to be heard
in the second half of the
day.

Senior advocate Vikas
Singh and Delhi govern-
ment standing counsel San-
tosh K Tripathi, appearing
for the AAP government,
and the lawyers represent-
ing the students told the
Bench that an interim or-
der be passed to maintain
the status quo as the priv-
ate schools have started ha-
rassing the parents.

The HC Bench declined
to pass any such order, say-
ing it has not gone through
the petitions and listed the
matter for further hearing

onJune 7.
»

3 arrested for
abducting,
killing man

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 30-year-old man and his
two accomplices were ar-
rested for allegedly ab-
ducting a man and killing
him to take revenge in out-
er Delhi’s Mundka, police
said on Friday.

The incident took place
on the intervening night
of May 31 and June 1 when
Naveen, who knew the
victim Akshay Drall took
him along with his asso-
ciates Charanjeet and Ni-
tin in his car on the pre-
text of a drive. The trio
then killed him. The body
was later recovered, they
said.
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Timings
DELHI
SATURDAY, JUN. 05

RISE 05:24 SET 19:17

RISE  02:22 SET 14:53
SUNDAY, JUN. 06

RISE  05:24 SET 19:17

RISE 02:51 SET 15:46
MONDAY, JUN. 07

RISE 05:24 SET 19:18

RISE 03:21 SET 16:38
Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 38 24
Safdarjang 38 24
Palam 38 25

Delhi Palam Today

38°C A comfortable morning
and hot day with light winds.
Sky may turns occasional
partly cloudy.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow

39°C A comfortable morning
and hot day. Light to moderate
warm winds likely during day.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.

IN BRIEF

Cong. calls for effective,
free vaccination drive
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Congress on Friday
submitted a memorandum to
L-G saying that if the current
rate of administering
vaccines is followed, it would
take over three years to
vaccinate the country. The
party called for an effective
and free universal vaccination
programme. The party said
due to multiple pricing slabs,
people were profiteering
from the programme.

'Over 1L injections given
to Delhi sold in black’
NEW DELHI

The Delhi BJP on Friday
alleged that of 1,69,007
Remdesivir injections
provided to the Delhi
government by the Centre,
1,11,878 were sold in black.
Delhi BJP president Adesh
Gupta alleged Remdesivir
injections, which are
supposed to be available for
%2,500-%3,000, were being
sold at ¥45,000-%70,000.

Capital witnesses 523 new

COVID-19 cases, 50 deaths

Over 77K tests in 24 hrs; Jain visits hospitals being remodelled

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Capital recorded 523
fresh COVID-19 cases and 50
deaths on Friday, stated a
health bulletin released by
the Delhi government.

The bulletin also said
77,174 tests had been con-
ducted in the city in 24
hours with a positivity rate
of 0.68%. The positivity has
been below 1% for the fifth
day in a row. The Capital
now has 8,060 actives cases
with 3,813 people under
home isolation.

The bulletin also stated
that 53,035 beneficiaries
have been vaccinated in 24
hours, of which 37,747 got
their first dose and 15,288
got their second dose. The
total number of beneficiar-
ies so far stands at
55,51,966, of which
12,64,460 have been given
both doses.

The cumulative figures in
the Capital now stand at
14,28,449 with 24,497
deaths and 13,95,892 recov-
eries. On Thursday, Delhi
had recorded 487 COVID-19

Capital has run out of Covaxin, claims Atishi

A woman gets vaccinated at the BLK Hospital in New Delhi on

Friday. =sHIVKUMAR PUSHPAKAR

cases, the lowest daily count
in over two-and-a-half
months and 45 fatalities.
This was the first time the
daily death count had gone
below the 50-mark since
April 11 when the tally was
48.

The government said it is
working on revamping sev-
eral existing hospitals to in-
crease the number of beds
as well as building new
hospitals.

Health Minister Satyen-
dar Jain on Friday visited the
Aruna Asaf Ali Hospital,

which is being remodelled
by the government with ad-
vanced facilities. He also vi-
sited LNJP hospital where a
new building is being built
for mother and childcare.
The Delhi government al-
so said it is building two new
hospitals at Madipur and

Jwalapuri and the bed ca-

pacity of Acharya Shree
Bhikshu Hospital, Shri Dada
Dev Matri Avum Shishu Chi-
kitsalaya and Guru Gobind
Singh Hospital is being aug-
mented to around 500, 300
and 572 beds respectively.

Gurugram gets four oxygen generator plants

These have been set up in 3 hospitals with combined capacity of over 3 tonnes/day

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

Four oxygen Pressure Swing
Adsorption (PSA) generator
plants, including two at Sec-
tor 10 Civil Hospital, have
been set up in three different
hospitals in Gurugram with a
combined capacity of more
than three tonnes per day.

The hospital authorities
claimed the plants would be
enough to meet their daily
pre-COVID days' require-
ment and do away with their
daily  dependence on
tankers.

The four plants were in-
augurated by Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal a week
ago.

Deputy Civil Surgeon (Ci-
vil Hospital) Maneesh Rathee
said the two plants with the
capacity of one tonne and
half tonne each were set up
inside the hospital premises

and both were fully
functional.
‘Self-sufficient’

“The two plants are enough
to meet the daily require-
ment of oxygen for 70 beds in
the hospitals in normal cir-
cumstances. Earlier, the oxy-
gen was supplied daily by
tankers, but now we are self-

AAP leader says centres administering vaccine for 45+ will shut down from today

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Senior AAP leader Atishi on
Friday said there were no
more doses of Covaxin avail-
able for 45+ and 18-45 years
age group. She requested
the Central government to
provide as much Covaxin as
previous month to ensure
everyone gets second dose
on time.

“For Covaxin, there is a

great concern amongst peo-
ple as the shortage of vac-
cines continues to persist.
This concern has been the
minds of both — youth bet-
ween 18-44 years and those
above 45 years of age. For 18-
44 years, there is no vaccine
available for neither the first
dose nor the second. For
those above 45 years, Cov-
ishield is available for both
the first and the second dos-

es but the supply for Covax-
in for them is almost over
from today onwards,” Ms.
Atishi said.

She said, “So now the
stock of Covaxin in Delhi
needs to be supplied for
both age categories and we
would like to request the

Central government to
strengthen the supply
chain..”

She added that the Capi-

A thunderstorm with light to moderate intensity rain and wind speeds up to 60 kmph brought down the temperature in the

city, which has been on the rise over the past few days, on Friday.

= SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

First pier of
Delhi-Meerut
RRTS corridor
completed

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The first pier of the elevat-
ed section of the Regional
Rapid Transit System
(RRTS) RRTS corridor’s
Delhi portion has been
constructed near the up-
coming New Ashok Nagar
RRTS station. Part of the
RRTS’  Delhi-Ghaziabad-
Meerut corridor being con-
structed by the NCRTC, the
height of the constructed
pier is 6.5 meters.
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

MLA seeks PM assurance
on no mosque demolition

6 mosques in Central Vista vicinity: Khan

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Wagf Board Chairman and
AAP Okhla MLA Amanatullah
Khan on Friday wrote to PM
Narendra Modi seeking an as-
surance that around half a
dozen mosques located in
the vicinity of the ongoing
Central Vista project will not
be demolished as a result of
it.

Mr. Khan, citing appre-
hensions shared by the com-
munity on social media in
this regard, expressed con-
cern related to the mosques
located in the Lutyens’ Zone
in the vicinity of the axis of
the project.

Mr. Khan specifically men-
tioned the Zabta Ganj Mos-
que situated at the end of the
waterbody near the India
Gate, another mosque situat-
ed within the precincts of
Krishi Bhawan as well as the
President House. “Owing to

this apprehension of the
members of Muslim com-
munity, which apprehension
is also underpinned by the
demolition of two mosques
in U.P., i.e. Ghareeb Nawaz
Mosque demolished on
17.05.2021 in Barabanki and
another mosque demolished
on 28.05.2021 in Khatauli
Town of Western U.P., the
undersigned is receiving
frantic enquiries,” he said.
The Krishi Bhawan Mosque,
the Sunehri Bagh Road Mos-
que, the Jama Masjid Masjid
at Red Cross road, knows as
the Parliament Street Mos-
que, were all Gazetted Noti-
fied Waqf properties, he also
stated. Through his repre-
sentation to the PM, Mr.
Khan said, he sought an assu-
rance from the government
that “no Wagqf property shall
be demolished, nor its na-
ture changed due to the on-
going” Central Vista project.

IN BRIEF

Do not implement
odd-even: CAIT to CM
NEW DELHI

The CAIT on Friday wrote to
CM Kejriwal and L-G Baijal,
saying they do not want the
odd-even system should not
be implemented in the
functioning of shops and
markets.

tal has around 6 lakh doses
of the vaccine available for
those above 45 years, out of
which the majority of doses
5,90,000 are that of Covish-
ield. “Thus, from tomorrow
[Saturday] onwards, the
centers which were adminis-
tering Covaxin will shut
down for those above 45+
age group. Covaxin will not
be available as second dose
in these centers,” she added.

||

An oxygen plant at Sector 10 Civil Hospital in Gurugram.

= ASHOK KUMAR

sufficient,” said Mr. Rathee.
He, however, conceded
that the capacity was not
enough to meet the in-
creased demand of oxygen
such as during the peak of
the COVID wave. Mr. Rathee
added that the hospital had
30 big oxygen cylinders to
meet increased demand as
seen during the second wave
and the supply can also be
augmented through tankers.
Mr. Rathee, involved with
the process of setting up the

-

plants, said hospital authori-
ties were always on tenter-
hooks during COVID wave
since the tankers usually got
delayed, but now with the
setting up of the plant inside
the hospital they could
“relax”.

Similarly, two plants with
a capacity of one tonne each
have been set up at ESIC Hos-
pitals in Sector 9A Gurugram
and Sector 3 in Manesar.
Medical Superintendent at
ESIC Hospitals, Subhra Gup-

ta, said both the plants were
functional and they expected
to meet their daily pre-CO-
VID days need of oxygen.

All four plants have been
donated and installed by Ma-
ruti Suzuki under its Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility In-
itiative. The company plans
to install 24 more such plants
in different parts of the coun-
try by mid-June. A separate
team has been deployed by
the company with round-
the-clock monitoring to en-
sure that these generator
plants are installed success-
fully in hospitals and are op-
erational. The monitoring
will continue for a few
months to ensure that these
generators keep operating
satisfactorily =~ well after
installation.

Gurugram Chief Medical
Officer Virender Yadav said
three more such plants
would be set up at Sohna, Pa-
taudi and Sector 31 Polyclinic
in the city.

“The capacity of the Soh-
na and Pataudi plants will be
500 Litres Per Minute [LPM]
each. We have procured
equipment for both hospi-
tals. The capacity for Sector
31 Polyclinic will be 100
LPM,” said Mr. Yadav.

{5L compensation to kin of those
who died due to oxygen shortage

Govt. forms four-member panel to inspect all such deaths

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Deputy Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia on Friday an-
nounced that the Delhi go-
vernment has set up a
four-member committee
with the responsibility of in-
specting all deaths caused
due to the shortage of

oxygen.

The Delhi government
announced %5 lakh medical
assistance to all those fami-
lies who lost a member due
to oxygen crisis. “The se-
cond wave resulted in a
massive oxygen crisis across
Delhi and the nation. The
government formed a four-

member medical expert pa-
nel with the responsibility
to inspect this issue. It will
disburse 35 lakh as medical
assistance to all those fami-
lies who lost a member due
to oxygen crisis,” Mr. Siso-
dia said. He added that L-G
Office in Delhi will inspect
each claim.
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Will you survive like me,
in this situation?

Environment, Forest & Climate Change Dept.

Govt. of Bihar

No, never
T will not survive
like this.

B A NNNSSSS

Day

PR-1946 (Forest) D. 2021-22

We hope that we all shall witness such beautiful

World |
Environment

and clean environment for longevity.

Happy World Environment Day!
Siet-siidst-giRaAtett

#BiharGovtlnitative #JalleevanHariyali

)0612-2233333

World Environment Day - 2021

Then why do you fasten me
with cement and concrete
like an electric pole?

Trees also breathe air and
require water for survival.

Let’s all take a pledge together
that we shall conserve environment and natural
resources every moment, every day.
We shall not tie the trees in fetter and
shall rear them up as our children.

#HariyarBihar #GreenHaiBihar
o~ .
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BJP suspends Bihar MLC
over remarks on Nitish

[ will present my
case on notice:
Tunna Pandey

AMARNATH TEWARY
PATNA

The BJP on Friday suspend-
ed MLC Tunna Pandey from
the party with “immediate
effect” for making “com-
ments against the party
line”.

Mr. Pandey, who had re-
cently called Bihar Chief Mi-
nister Nitish Kumar a “chief
minister of circumstances”,
had on Thursday, met Osa-
ma Sahab, son of former
RJD MP and strongman
Mohd. Shahabuddin in Si-
wan.

“The chairman of the
BJP’s disciplinary commit-
tee, Vinay Singh, had served
a show-cause notice to you
for ~making comments
against party’s discipline. In
spite of this, you made
another comment against
party line... So, you’re sus-
pended from the party with
immediate effect,” said the
letter of suspension issued
by State BJP president San-
jay Jaiswal.

Earlier on Thursday, Mr.
Singh had served a show-
cause notice to Mr. Pandey

and asked him to reply in 10
days. Mr. Pandey’s term in
the Legislative Council is
scheduled to end on July 16.

Mr. Pandey’s brother
Bacchha Pandey is Rashtri-
ya Janata Dal (RJD) MLA
from Barharia, also in Siwan
district. The suspension
comes amid speculation
that Mr. Tunna Pandey may
join the RJD.

“I'll reply and present my
case on whatever notice has
come from BJP. Why I'm
speaking against Nitish Ku-
mar, I’ll tell this in front of
my party leaders,” Mr. Pan-
dey told journalists soon af-
ter meeting Mr. Sahab.

Mr. Pandey’s criticism of
Mr. Kumar had come in a se-
ries of tweets sparking
sharp reactions from the
NDA alliance partners. He
had accused the Chief Minis-
ter of “being hand-in-glove
with the liquor smugglers
since 2009” and said he
would “expose him (Mr. Ku-
mar) that he would land in
jail”.

Responding to the re-
marks, JD(U) spokesperson
Sanjay Singh, said, “Mr. Pan-
dey himself was in liquor
business and is peeved with
the government after
prohibition.”

Punjab govt. not to supply
vaccines to pvt. hospitals

Govt. withdraws earlier decision after Opposition criticism

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

Facing criticism from several
quarters, the Punjab govern-
ment on Friday decided to
withdraw its decision of pro-
viding limited COVID-19 vac-
cine doses to 18-44 age
group people through priv-
ate hospitals.

Parties belonging to the
Opposition, including the
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD),
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
and the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP), accused the ruling
Congress government in
Punjab of selling govern-
ment quota vaccines at hefty
profit to private hospitals.

As the controversy raged,
Punjab’s Health and Family
Welfare department issued
an order on June 4 with-
drawing its earlier decision.

“The order of providing
one-time limited vaccine
dose to 18-44 years age
group population through
private hospitals has not
been taken in the right spirit
and is hereby withdrawn,”
said the order.

“Further, it has been de-
cided that the private hospi-

Lok Sabha MP Preneet Kaur inaugurates a medical oxygen

plant at a government hospital in Patiala on Friday. =pmi

tals should return forthwith
all the vaccine doses availa-
ble with them. The amount
deposited by the private hos-
pitals in the vaccine fund
shall be refunded to them,”
it added.

Akali Dal seeks probe

Former Deputy Chief Minis-
ter and SAD president Sukh-
bir Singh Badal had alleged
that while vaccine doses
were available in the State,
they were being sold to priv-
ate institutions instead of be-
ing given free of cost to the
common man. “A Covaxin

dose costing the State 3400
was being sold to private in-
stitutions at %1,060. The
private hospitals were furth-
er selling the dose at ¥1,560,”
he alleged, demanding a
High Court monitored probe
into the matter.

Raghav Chadha, AAP Pun-
jab affairs co-incharge, said
that the State government
had committed a ‘vaccine
scam’. He said that due to
the government’s apathy the
people were being forced to
get vaccinated from private
hospitals at an overblown
price.

Meghalaya mine owner
sent to judicial custody

Five labourers are trapped since May 30

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The owner of a coal mine in
Meghalaya where five labour-
ers are trapped since May 30
was sent in judicial custody
on Thursday, a day after he
surrendered, State Home Mi-
nister Lakhmen Rymbui has
said.

The five miners, feared
dead, were trapped follow-
ing a dynamite blast in the
500 feet deep pit. The mine,
one of a few thousand in the
State’s East Jaintia Hills dis-
trict, was known to have
been abandoned.

Four of the trapped min-
ers are from Assam and one
from Tripura.

A day after the mishap, the
district police detained K.
Chyrmang, former owner of
the mine. But he tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 and was
quarantined.

“The current owner of the
mine, Shining Langstang,
surrendered on Wednesday
night. He is a resident of
Sutnga Pohshnong village
and was presented before a
local court on Thursday for
judicial remand,” Mr. Rym-
bui said, adding that five peo-
ple have so far been ques-
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| SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPF

General Public is hereby informed that
a person Namely: Dwarka Prasad, S/o Lt.
Sh. Piru Ram, R/o: Plot No. 49/2G, No. 31,
Kaushik Enclave, A-Block, near Oscar Public
School, Burari, Delhi has been missing/
kidnapped since 19.05.2021. from his
house from the area of P.S. Burari, Delhi In
this regard a case vide DD No. 97-A dated
20.05.2021 has been registered at P.S.

Dwarka Prasad

Burari, Delhi. The description of the missing/ kidnapped person is

the following.

DP/1227/N/2021

as under: Age: 76 years,
Complexion: Wheatish, Built: Thin, Wearing: Light blue colour
shirt, black colour pant and shoes in his feet. Sincere efforts
have been made by local police to trace out the missing person
but no clue has come to light so far. Any person having any
information or clue about this missing person kindly inform to

Height: 54", Face:

Website: http//cbi.nic.in
E-mail Id - cic@cbi.gov.in
Ph.: 011-24368638, 24368641
Fax No. 011-24368639

Round,

SHO
P.S. Burari, Delhi
Ph.: 011- 27616844, 8750870132

GUWAHATI

Gopinath

Group.
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Nov. 18, 1952 - Jun. 5, 2017
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(' The World changes from year to year, our lives from day to day,

but the love and memory of you shall never pass away.
A silent thought and a secret tear, keep your memory ever dear.

Time eases the pain of grief and memory turns back every leaf.
e —_
Thyagarajan | Arvind | Vandana | Janani

Avantika | Rinav

Management Team & Staff of
SPINCO BIOTECH PVT LTD, SPINCOTECH PVT LTD
SPINCOTECH SYSTEMS LLP

DEATH
DEATH
OUR BELOVED fath Shri
K Balasubramhanyan (1%338r- 2021r)| r[—- VSRINNASAN——.T}

attained the Lord's feet on the 30th of
May. 10th and 13th day rituals will be
performed at home on the 8th and
11th of June.

(01.11.1927 -03.06.2021)
Founder Seenu Transports
Attained Heavenly
Abode on 03.06.2021
You will live in our
hearts and continue
to inspire lives for
many more years to come.

For enquiries on

announcements in this

-

»

section, please contact our

office at the following number

between 10a.m. and 8p.m. Loving Wife, Daughters,
Sons-In- Law, Grandchildren,
Family, Friends &
All Seenu Transport Staﬂ'_%_l

New Delhi : 011- 43579797

Rate for New Delhi:

(Minimum Rs. 320/- 2 Lines

Extra Line - Rs.160/-)

In memory of your loved ones
To dedicate a space in this section, Please contact:

011-43579797
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. &
For Placing Advertisements Online log on to

www.thehinduads.com
DONATE EYES-GIFT SIGHT

(B/W Display): Rs.60/Per Sq.cm
(ClIr Display) : Rs.70/Per Sq.cm
Log on to
www.thehinduads.com

For Placing Advertisements

Online

OPENING
NAME OF DATE AMOUNT/ NODAL OFFICER
SR. | BOARD/ | NAME OF WORK NOTICE CLOSING EMD (AP- WEBSITE OF THE CONTACT DETAILS/
No. | CORP/ TENDER PROX.)IN | BOARD CORP./AUTH
AUTH DATE RUPEES EMAIL
(TIME)
1 UHBVN PURCHASE OF 500 MW | 02.06.2021 | Rs. 30000/~ uhbvn.org.in, 9812451200
SHORT TERM POWER 14.06.2021 per MW mstcecommerce.com | cehppc@uhbvn.org.in
DURING 01.07.2021 TO per month
31.03.2022 THROUGH of quantum
DEEP PORTAL AT PFFCL offered
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
SAMVAD 13/2022/40/3191/1/199/7

o

PS: Geeta Colony, Delhi.

sofar.

DP/465/SHD/2021

Appeal for Identification

i 2 General Public is hereby informed
that a male dead body Name: Arjun,
S/o Unknown, R/o: Unknown, Age:
35 years, Height: 5'5", Complexion:
Shallow, Sex: Male, Built:
Face: Long, Hair: Black, Wearing :
Black Colour Shirt, and Grey pent was
found dead at dead near nala veer
shavarkar market,
Delhi. In this regard, a FIR/DD No.

56A, dated 28.05.2021 u/s 174 Cr.PC has been lodged at

Thin,

Geeta Colony,

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
information about this person but no clue has come to light

Any, person having any information or clue about this
person may kindly inform to the following.

SHO

P.S., Geeta Colony, Delhi
Ph. : 011-22506665, 7065036025

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

The Assam Jatiya Parishad (AJP) has
asked the Ministry of Civil Aviation
and the Airports Authority of India
to stop handing over the Lokapriya

Airport in Guwahati to the Adani

In a reminder to AAI Chairman
Sanjeev Kumar and Civil Aviation
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri on Fri-
day, AJP general secretary Jagadish
Bhuyan said the proposed privatisa-
tion of the airport would squeeze
the already beleaguered travellers
who are hit hard by the sharp drop
in the economy and financial re-
sources because of the pandemic.

“It has come to our attention that
the airports given to Adani Group

on lease for the next 50 years in-
clude Jaipur, Lucknow, Mumbai,

Ahmedabad, Thiruvananthapuram,
Bengaluru and Guwahati. Adani
Group has already taken control of

tioned and their statements
recorded.

District Superintendent of
Police Jagpal Singh Dhanoa
said a look-out notice had
been issued for the abscond-
ing sordar (contractor of la-
bourers) of the mine, Niza-
muddin Ali.

“A case has been regis-
tered against six people who
had worked with the trapped
miners and survived the acci-
dent for taking part in illegal
mining activities. They have
been escorted to their homes
in Assam with instructions to
appear as and when called,”
Mr. Dhanoa said.

‘Rain hampers rescue’

District officials said continu-
ous rain has hampered the
rescue efforts and it would be
“extremely difficult” to pull
out the miners, dead or alive.

The authorities have re-
quisitioned a few pumps to
draw out the accumulated
water in the pit and a crane
for the rescue team to des-
cend.

The State Disaster Res-
ponse Force team on Thurs-
day managed to go down the
pit and measured the water
level to be about 152 ft.

Prisoners go
on rampage
in UP. jail

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW

A jail head warder was in-
jured after inmates, an-
gered by the death of a fel-
low prisoner, went on a
rampage for over four
hours inside the premises
of a prison in Uttar Pra-
desh’s Jaunpur district on
Friday.

The inmates pelted
stones and bricks, threa-
tened arson with a gas cy-
linder and set a blanket on
fire in the compound of the
prison, said a spokesper-
son of the State prison
department.

Death of convict

The incident took place af-
ter the death, allegedly due
to illness, of convicted pri-
soner Nagesh Mishra, who
was serving life imprison-
ment for murder.

Senior officers later
reached the jail with heavy
police force to bring the sit-
uation under control and
managed to get the prison-
ers back into their barracks
“without any use of force”
through cordial talks, said
the spokesperson. “The sit-
uation in the jail is fully un-
der control now,” he said.

Stop handover of Guwahati
airport to Adani Group: AJP

‘Privatisation would squeeze travellers’

five of these,” Mr. Bhuyan said.

Apart from taking over the Mum-

Bardoloi International

bai International Airport Limited
and an agency that works with the
Lucknow Airport, the group has in-
creased rates for the services ten-
fold, causing significant hardships
for passengers, the AJP said. The

group will eventually take over the

remaining airports, including the
one in Guwabhati, it added.

‘Hurt and dismayed’

“We are hurt and dismayed by
Centre’s unilateral and autocratic
decision to privatise the airport
named after a well-known freedom
fighter and undivided Assam’s first
Chief Minister Gopinath Bardoloi,”
Mr. Bhuyan said.

“Privatising and making civil
aviation expensive defeats the very
purpose of the UDAN scheme since
the Guwahati airport is central to
regional connectivity in the North-
east,” he said.

TENDER NOTICE

Sealed tenders on prescribed
B.O0.Q are invited from
registered Contractors of
M.U/Bihar Govt.Deptt./C.P.W.D
for (i) Construction of Balance
work at S.F of Arts Block(for
MCA) & (ii) Construction of
Library Building at K.S.M
College,Aurangabad at
estimated cost of Rs.
30,79,354/- & 49,89,791/-
respectively upto 2 PM on
18.06.2021 in the office of the
principal.

B.0.Q may be obtained on
Payment of Rs.5000/- for each
tender paper upto 16.06.2021
during office hours.

The undersigned reserves the
right to reject any or all the
tenders without any reason at
any time.

Principal
K.S.MCollege,
Aurangabad

MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT & HIGHWAYS, NEW DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

NATIONAL HIGHWAY DIVISION,Deoghar.
Phone:7759825944, E-mail:eenhdeoghar@gmail.com

Notice Inviting Bid

Bid/ Package no.- NH/DEOGHAR /EPC/01/2021-22Dated- 03.06.2021

RFP for Strengthening/Reconstruction of road from Km 30.400(Sunderpahari) to Km
57.450(Dharampur More) of NH-333A under NH Division Deoghar in the state of Jharkhand for the
year 2020-21(27.05Km) on EPC mode.(JOB NO-NH-333A-JHR-2020-21-293).

The Ministry of Road Transport & Highways through Chief Engineer, National Highway Wing,
Jharkhand, Ranchi is engaged in the development of National Highways and as part of this endeavour, it
has been decided to undertake Strengthening/Reconstruction of road from Km 30.400(Sunderpahari)
to Km 57.450(Dharampur More) of NH-333A under NH Division Deoghar in the state of Jharkhand
for the year 2020-21(27.05Km) on EPC mode.(JOB NO-NH-333A-JHR-2020-21-293)]. through an

Engineering, Procurement and Construction (EPC) Contract.
[The Ministry of Road Transport & Highways/ i

Public Works Department/

tort represented by its DG(RD)&SS
/ €hairman / CE (NH) PWD State /DGBR] now invites bids from eligible contractors for the following

ta-/ State

project:
State NH [[CB Name of Estimated  |Completion [ Maintenance
No. [No. work Cost (In Rs.) Period period
Strengthening/Reconstruction of road from
Km 30.400(Sunderpahari) to Km .
harkhand NH-| | 57:450(Dharampur More) of NH-333A under ?fr;iﬁﬁi;glé'soﬁ 15(Fificen |° (Flzt?teyfars)
333A]  |NH Division Deoghar in the state of Jharkhand & LC) Months) Completion
for the year 2020-21(27.05Km) on EPC
mode.(JOB NO-NH-333A-JHR-2020-21-293)

The complete BID document can be viewed / downloaded from official portal of the CPPP
website https:// eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app from 10.06.2021 to 24.07.2021 (upto 11:00 Hrs. IST).

Bidder must submit its Financial bid and Technical Bid at https:// eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app on or before
24.07.2021 (upto 11:00 Hrs). Bids received online shall be opened on 26.07.2021 (after 11:00 hours IST).

Bid through any other mode shall not be entertained. However, Bid Securing Declaration,
(Appendix — II) receipt of document fee, Power of Attorney and Joint Bidding Agreement etc. shall be
submitted physically by the Bidder on or before 26.07.2021(at 11:00 hours IST), Please note that the
Ministry/Authority/ Executing Agency reserves the right to accept or reject all or any of the BIDs without
Sd/-

Executive Engineer
National Highway Division, Deoghar

Phone: 7759825944, e-mail : eenhdeoghar@gmail.com

assigning any reason whatsoever.

PR 247463 Road(21-22)#D

WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY

CIVIL ENGINEERING
TENDER NOTICE - KOTA DIVISION
No.- W.623/15 Date: 03 .06.2021

Sr. Divisional Engineer
(Coordination), West Central
Railway, Kota for and on behalf of
President of Union of India invites
following open E. tenders. Tender
No. - 57/2021, Description of work
- KOTA-MTJ Section: Repairs of
minor bridges under the jurisdiction
of ADEN-GGC in Connection with
Mission Raftar.,, Approx. Cost -
8685419.70/-, Last date & Time of
submission of tender - 15.30 Hrs.
On date 25.06.2021, Tender No. -
58/2021, Description of work -
Tughlakabad - Repair and alignment
of existing gantry (E.O.T.) Crane in
EL SHED Tughlakabad, Approx.
Cost - 1736778.66/-, Last date &
Time of submission of tender -
15.30 Hrs. On date 25.06.2021,
Tender No. - 59/2021, Description
of work - Sikroda Meena - Supply of
clean potable water per day to
Railway (for 730 days), Approx.
Cost - 212138.00/-, Last date &
Time of submission of tender -
15.30 Hrs. On date 25.06.2021.
Tender No. - 60/2021MR,
Description of work - Kota Division
- Extension of existing 4 wheeler
tower wagon shed into 8 wheeler in
connection with raising speed to 160
KMPH on NDLS-MTJ route at BTE,
HAN, GGC, LKE & VMA station.,
Approx. Cost - 9417542.32/-, Last
date & Time of submission of
tender - 15.30 Hrs. On date
25.06.2021.Bidders are required to
submit bid security declaration in lieu
of Bid security/Earnest Money.
Complete details are available in the
E- tender notice uploaded on the
railway web site
http://www.ireps.gov.in and also
placed on the notice board of the Sr.
Divisional Engineer (Coordination),
DRM Office, West Central Railway
Kota's office. Bidders will be able to
submit their original/revised bids up
to closing date and time only.
Sr. Divisional Engineer (Coordination)
West Central Railway, Kota

qND T 3

Drug peddler
detained

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
AGARTALA

Security personnel foiled
an attempt to pass on
drugs inside a COVID-19
care centre at Panisagar in
north Tripura. They de-
tained a peddler in connec-
tion with the incident that
occurred on Thursday.

Police said Shibu Deb-
barma came to deliver a
mobile charger to a patient
at the centre. During
search brown sugar was
found concealed inside the
case of the charger.

CLASSIFIEDS MART

TO ADVERTISE:
www.thehinduads.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to the general public that my clients, Sh.
Ramiji Lal Sharma S/o Late Sh. Prabhu Dayal Sharma,
Sh. Sanjay Kumar Sharma S/o Sh. Ramji Lal Sharma
and Smt. Kavita Sharma W/o Sh. Sanjay Kumar
Sharma All Rlo RZ-C-26,Subhash Park, Uttam Nagar,
Delhi-110059 have disowned/debarred/ousted their
Grand Daughter/Daughter namely Sajal Sharma D/o
Sh. Sanjay Kumar Sharma W/o Sh. Sahil R/o House
No-16/200, Amrit Kaur Puri, Tank Road, Karol Bagh,
Delhi-110005 from all their moveable and immovable
property for all intents and purposes and severed their
relationship with her as a result of suffering and

due tounsocial, i t & behavior

of their above mentioned daughter by marrying a guy

ofher own choice. My clients further declares that they

shall not be responsible for any acts, deeds and

omissions of their Grand Daughter/Daughter in any

manner in future and If anybody keeps any relation or

deals with her in any manner whatsoever, he/she

would be doing solely at his/ her own risk and

consequences and my client shall not be responsible
forthe act of Sajal Sharma.

Anurag Sharma (Advocate)

Ch.No. 236 First Floor, Western Wing,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

Tender Notice No. 01/21-22 Amendment

(INF-VAD-234-(Corri-176)-21-22)

Online tenders are invited by Executive Engineer,
Panchayat R&B Division, Chhotaudepur for various works
from which those tenders couldn’t be uploaded in phase-1,
now can be applied till Dt. 15/06/21 & will be opened on Dt.
16/06/21. All the other details are asiitis.

Executive Engineer Panchayat R&B Divsion, Chhotaudepur

»
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Kerala Budget steps up health spending

Monsoon has set in
over Karnataka: IMD
BENGALURU

The southwest monsoon has
set in over Karnataka, the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said on
Friday. The IMD issued rain,
thunderstorm and lightning
warnings for various districts,
including Dakshina Kannada,
Udupi, Uttara Kannada,
Belagavi, Chamarajanagar,
Mandya, Dharwad, and
Shivamogga. IMD's C.S. Patil
said north interior and
coastal Karnataka saw
widespread rainfall, while
south interior parts received
fairly widespread rainfall.

Three die of asphyxiation
during manhole work
BENGALURU

Three labourers working in a
manhole without any safety
gear died of asphyxiation in
Ramanagaram, around 50 km
from Bengaluru, on Friday
morning. They were among
five labourers working on a
new underground drainage
line of the Ramanagaram City
Municipal Council. The
labourers were residents of
Kamala Nagar in Bengaluru.
In January, two labourers
died while cleaning manholes
for Karnataka Urban Water
Supply and Drainage Board.

Vigilance team questions
Kerala BJP leader

KANNUR

A Vigilance team on Friday
questioned Kerala BJP
national vice president A.P.
Abdullakutty in a corruption
case regarding a light-and-
sound show held at the
Kannur fort. The probe
pertains to alleged financial
irregularities in the purchase
of equipment for the show. It
is alleged that over %1 crore
was spent unnecessarily from
the State exchequer for the
show. The ¥3.58-crore project
was implemented in 2016
when Mr. Abdullakutty was
the Kannur MLA.

320,000 crore to
combat COVID-19,
says Balagopal

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Projecting ‘health above all’
as the vision for develop-
ment and assuring equitable
health care, nutrition and
sustainable improvement in
employment, income and
economic welfare, Finance
Minister K.N. Balagopal pre-
sented a tax-free revised
Budget for 2021-22 in the As-
sembly on Friday.

Mr. Balgopal, in his mai-
den budget, unveiled a
320,000 crore package to
tide over the crisis induced
by the second wave of CO-
VID-19, 1,000 crore for free
vaccination for all above 18
years, 3500 crore for pur-
chase of allied equipment,
35,300 crore for the five-year
project for finding a perma-

Welfare deal: Finance Minister K. N. Balagopal presenting the
budget in the Assembly in Thiruvananthapuram on Friday. s=pmi

nent solution to the coastal
distress and upgrading coas-
tal infrastructure and 32,600
crore loan scheme for finan-
cial rejuvenation.
“Overcoming the pan-
demic has become the prere-
quisite for development. In
essence, the strategy for ef-

fective health care has be-
come our strategy for deve-
lopment in this Budget,” the
Minister said.

All the proposals in the
Budget presented by his pre-
decessor T.M. Thomas Isaac
on January 15 and the pro-
mises made in the LDF ma-

Former Telangana Minister

resigns from TRS, to join BJP

CM is working
in a dictatorial
manner: Eatala

R. RAVIKANTH REDDY
HYDERABAD

Ending his 19-year-long asso-
ciation with the Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS), form-
er Health Minister and Huzu-
rabad MLA Eatala Rajender
announced his resignation
from the party and also the
State Legislature.

He is planning to submit
his resignation to Assembly
Speaker Pocharam Srinivas
Reddy in a day or two. He
will join the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) in a few days.

Last month, Mr. Rajender
was removed from the Cabi-
net following complaints

Eatala Rajender at a press
conference in Hyderabad
on Friday. =NAGARA GOPAL

that firms owned by his fa-
mily members had grabbed
lands meant for weaker sec-
tions.

‘Cannot work as a slave’

Announcing his resignation
at a press conference on Fri-
day morning, Mr. Rajender

lashed out at Chief Minister
K. Chandrasekhar Rao for
his “dictatorial style of func-
tioning” and said no Minis-
ter could work independent-
ly under him. “I could not
work as a slave as it was
against the selfrespect I
have fought for during the
Telangana agitation.”

Terming Pragathi Bhavan
(the CM’s official residence)
‘Slave Bhavan’, he said even
Ministers were denied entry
at the gate itself.

Questioning the “suppres-
sion” of voices in Telangana,
Mr. Rajender said: “You [the
CM] don’t want unions now
but remember how you
sought the help of those
same unions during the agi-
tation for Telangana state-
hood.”

20,852 recoveries in Maharashtra;
active case tally dips below 2 lakh

Deputy CM and Health Minister to tour worst-hit districts in State every week

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PUNE

Maharashtra on Friday re-
ported 20,852 recoveries as
opposed to 14,152 new CO-
VID-19 cases, reducing its ac-
tive case tally to 1,96,894.

A total of 1,088 deaths
were added to the State’s
progressive death toll, of
which 193 occurred during
the last 48 hours and a furth-
er 96 during the past week.
As many as 702 deaths have
been added in the ‘reconci-
liation’ process, as per the
State Health Department.
The total toll has risen to
98,771, with the State’s case
fatality rate rising to 1.7%.

The total tally has reached

Blaze in
Oshiwara
building

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

A major fire broke out in a
ground-plus-six-storey resi-
dential building in Oshiwa-
ra on Friday morning, a
civic official said.

Nobody was injured in
the blaze that erupted at 8
a.m. in Aashiyana Tower’s
duct and spread to its first
floor. It was doused around
12.15 p.m., the official said.

Alocal corporator said a
major tragedy was averted
as a CNG filling station is lo-
cated next to the building.

“At least eight fire en-
gines and as many water
jetties were engaged in the
firefighting operation. The
blaze was completely
doused after over four
hours. The cooling opera-
tion is under way at the
spot,” the civic official said.

cM
K

58,05,565, while cumulative
recoveries have risen to
55,07,058, with the recovery
rate rising to 94.86%.

“Of 3,60,31,395 laborato-
ry samples tested thus far,
58,05,565 (with the average
case positivity rate falling in-
crementally to 16.11%) have
returned positive, with over
2.56 lakh samples being test-
ed in the last 24 hours,” said
State Surveillance Officer Dr.
Pradeep Awate.

Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar, who was in Raigad
and Pune districts on Friday
to review the situation, said
he would be touring the
worst-hit districts in the
State every week along with

Over 2.56 lakh
samples were
tested in the
last 24 hours

DR. PRADEEP AWATE
State Surveillance Officer

C

Health Minister Rajesh Tope,
with the aim of bringing
down the cases and deaths.
Pune reported more than
1,400 new cases, taking its
total cases to 10,23,761. As
per State Health Department
figures, 20 deaths were re-
ported as the toll rose to
13,146. As per district author-
ities, the active case tally has
declined below 23,000 while
the toll has crossed 17,000.
Despite a rise in cases in

Petition in HC challenges
MUHS exam on June 10

Nagpur Bench to pass order today

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The Nagpur Bench of the
Bombay High Court on Fri-
day said it will pass an order
on Saturday in a plea chal-
lenging the Maharashtra Un-
iversity of Health Sciences’
(MUHS) decision to conduct
physical exams for medical
students on June 10.

A single judge Bench of
Justice Avinash Gharote was
hearing a plea filed by the
NGO Herd Foundation and
Nitesh Tantarpale, a stu-
dent, challenging the deci-
sion and the direction to
sign an undertaking that the
State would not be held res-
ponsible if students con-
tract COVID-19 while ap-
pearing for the exam.

Defending MUHS’s stand,
advocate Abhijit Deshpande

»

said, “Two phases of Winter
2020 have been conducted
and the third one will begin
on June 10. All question pap-
ers have been dispatched.”

Advocate Rahul Bhangde,
appearing for the petition-
ers, said that those who had
appeared for exams in the
first two phases were fully
vaccinated, but the 45,000
students who will appear
for the exam on June 10
must be vaccinated.

The court said, “So
should everything in the
country stop till everyone is
vaccinated? Let the student
get tested before he gets out
of the house. Today, even
those who are 45 years and
above are not getting vac-
cines, how can students be
bypassed? Getting infected
is a risk all of us carry.”

the last 48 hours, district
authorities said Pune city’s
recovery rate, which was
nearing 96%, was among the
fastest in the country.

968 cases in Mumbai
Mumbai reported 968 new
cases to take its total case tal-
ly to 7,08,994, while the ac-
tive tally has declined furth-
er to 18,261. As many as 24
fatalities took the city’s
death count to 14,922.

In western Maharashtra,
Kolhapur reported more
than 1,500 new cases, taking
its total case tally to
1,20,040, of whom 18,177 are
active, while 31 deaths saw
the death toll rise to 3,620.

AEML offers
green tariff to
consumers

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

All consumers of Adani
Electricity Mumbai Ltd
(AEML) in Mumbai can
now switch to green ener-
gy. The company has an-
nounced a green tariff in-
itiative for its consumers,
including corporates, in-
dustrial, commercial, ho-
tels, restaurants and resi-
dential ones.

The company said in a
statement that the switch
can be made in the imme-
diate billing cycle. Such
consumers will need to pay
an additional 0.66 paise
per unit. “Customers will
receive a Green Power Cer-
tificate on a monthly basis
with a separate green co-
lour bill, indicating the sep-
arate line item — Green
Power Tariff,” it said.

nifesto would be implement-
ed, he said.

Environment has got
priority with the announce-
ment of a comprehensive
package to contain the ef-
fects of floods through ‘room
for river’ schemes as in the
Netherlands, ‘living with wa-
ter’, and eco-friendly con-
structions.

Procurement of 10 hydro-
gen powered buses for
KSRTC and decision to con-
vert 3,000 diesel buses to
CNG as part of reducing the
corporation’s  operational
losses and carbon footprint
figured in the Budget.

Malabar literary circuit
and bio-diversity circuit, re-
juvenation package for tou-
rism sector, aggressive mar-
keting for increasing footfalls
and memorials for K.R. Gou-
ri and R. Balakrishna Pillai
have been included.

Though Mr. Balagopal said
increasing taxes was inevita-

ble considering the financial
crisis, the Finance Minister
did not announce any new
tax proposals in view of the
prevailing situation due to
the pandemic.

The Finance Minister
made it clear that the govern-
ment did not believe in tax
collection by intimidating
and coercing traders and in-
dustrialists. But, he said
steps would be taken to
strengthen the system to
identify and penalise evad-
ers. Fresh revenue sources
would be explored once the
situation improved.

A cumulative deficit of
%1,866.79 crore at the end of
the financial year has been
projected in the Budget, as
additional expenditure of
%1,715.10 crore is anticipated.
Revenue deficit is expected
to touch 16,910.12 crore,
while capital expenditure is
likely to fall to 12,546.17
crore.

Man kills nurse; her kin
bludgeons him to death

The woman had spurned his advances

STAFF REPORTER
CHITTOOR

A man allegedly murdered a
woman in Andhra Pradesh
by slitting her throat and
stabbing her while she was
asleep, after she reportedly
spurned his advances.

The youth later reported-
ly attempted suicide, but
was killed allegedly by the
woman’s siblings, at Sam-
baiah Kandriga locality on
the outskirts of Chittoor on
Friday.

According to information
available, Sushmitha, 24, a
nurse, reportedly rejected
the proposal of Chinna, 28,
her neighbour, who was al-
legedly pestering her to ac-
cept.

On Thursday evening, he
accosted her at the hospital

and repeated his proposal,
which she reportedly reject-
ed again.

On Friday morning,
when Sushmitha was asleep
at home, Chinna sneaked in
by scaling the terrace and al-
legedly slit her throat and
stabbed her with a knife. Af-
ter the attack, he attempted
suicide by slitting his throat,
and collapsed in front of
Sushmita’s house. Alerted
by the commotion, the wo-
man’s relatives in the neigh-
bourhood bludgeoned Chin-
na to death.

“Both families were hav-
ing long-standing personal
disputes. Those who fatally
attacked the accused would
be booked,” said Deputy Su-
perintendent of Police (Chit-
toor) N. Sudhakar Reddy.

WEATHER WATCH

: RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

2 e PV SRR
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TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS)

¢ Forecast for Saturday: Heavy rainfall likely at isolated places over :
Assam, Nagaland, Manipur, central Maharashtra, coastal Andhra
i Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Kerala. Thunder- :
¢ storm with lightning likely at isolated places over Arunachal Pra- :
: desh, Jharkhand, Gujarat, Konkan & Goa, Yanam, Telangana, :
¢ Karaikal, Mahe, Lakshadweep and Andaman & Nicobar Islands

LTy

RAIN  MAX  MIN cITy MAX :
D Adartala................ —....36.2....26.6 Kozhikode.... ....30.2....24.2
: Ahmedabad... ....38.6....27.9 Kurnool ... ....35.5...24.5
¢ Aizawl....... .26.1...18.0  Lucknow.. 394,249 :
: Allahabad.. .40.3....29.4 Madurai... ....35.7....23.0 :
: Bengaluru . .31.5...21.5  Mangaluru ..29.0....23.0 :
: Bhopal........... .37.5....24.6 Mumbai ..o — 34.3...25.4 :
: Bhubaneswar. .37.4...27.0 Mysuru .. 33.0....21.2 :
: Chandigarh ... .35.0....24.6 New Delhi 39.5....26.1
: Chennai .ocoeveeveeee = 36.2....28.5 Patna ...... 37.6...25.0
¢ Coimbatore........ 0.2....34.6....23.6 Port Blair. 33.2....26.1
: Dehradun.. ve—...35.0....21.8 Puducherry .. 34.2...26.8
: Gangtok.... . 6....22.2....16.5 Pune.... 32.8...22.3
: Goa....... 2...32.3....25.0 Raipur . 37.5...22.6
: Guwahati .. e.—..35.6....26.0 Ranchi. 345...24.2
: Hubballi.... .26.0....23.0 Shillong 27.1....18.1
: Hyderabad .34.0....25.0 Shimla. 28.0....18.1
: Imphal...... .28.3....20.8 Srinagar... 28.2....14.7
S JaipUr e 36.8....27.4 Thiruvananthapuram. 27...32.5...24.0
: Kochi.... .28.4....25.6 Tiruchi......... .
: Kohima ..o = 28.0....17.0 Vijayawada .. . :
: Kolkata......oceuee -....37.6....28.8 Visakhapatnam ............. -...35.6....26.8 :

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing

Yesterday

: CITIES S0. NO: CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

* Ahmedabad..... 33 .52 16 ...63 ..90 ..M

: Bengaluru....... .. 2 3438 .21 .51 .@ In obseréiﬁon made ?‘t 4.00
: . p.m., Jodhpur, Rajasthan

: Chen_na| .8 .5 41 ...12 .69 ..M recorded an overall air

¢ Delhi.... .7 .26 96 ..281 .184 ..M g3ty index (AQI) score of
: Hyderab, .5 .13 36 ...56 .54 .. A 312 indicating an unhealthy
¢ Kolkata....oooee .. 3.1923 ...70 .73 . H lc%etlrgsftpgg:lctﬁﬂ? I|<narnatal<a
¢ Lucknow......... 17 .69 67 ..187 .132 ... ' '

| Mumbai...... .2 16 62 .37 .44 ..M  ccondedahealthy AQl score
Pune......ccoeees . 6 .17 67 ...61 ..50 ...H

: Visakhapatnam 16 .42 26 ...50 ..68 ...H

Air Quality Code: M Poor

Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQl)

: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: and monuments.

: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

* reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

¢ dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
¢ death in people with heart or lung disease :

Das, R/o:

kurta and

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that this
person Named: Hari Krishna, $/0: Jiwan

Marg, East District, Delhi, Age: 90 Years,
Sex: Male, Height: 5'6", Complexion:
Wheatish, Built: Slim, Wearing: White color

B-135, Swasthya Vihar, Vikas

white Lungi, was found in

Unconscious condition at his home on 31.05.2021 and was
admitted to Dr. Hedgewar Arogya Sansthan, Karkardooma, Delhi
at MLC No. 1318/21 and was Declared Brought Dead by the
Doctor. In this regard a DD No. 27A, dated 31.05.2021 has been
lodged atP.S. Preet Vihar, Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
information about this person but no clue has come to light so far.
Any person having any information or clue about this person ma

kindly inform the following. S, Preet Vit DSI-IIh_
.9. Freet Vinar, Delni

DP/539/ED/2021 Ph.: 011-22510291, 9990072533

Himachal Pradesh

Public Works Department

“E-Procurement Notice”
Phone No: 01896-227054
E-mail: ee-tis-hp@gov.in

Invitation for Bids (IFB)

The Executive Engineer, Tissa HPPWD Tissa-176316 on H.P. on behalf of Governor of
Himachal Pradesh, invites the items rate bids, in electronic tendering system from the eligible
class of contractors registered with HPPWD for the works as detailed in the table: -

Sr. [Name of work Estimated |Starting Earnest |Deadline [Time |Eligible
No. cost Rs. date of Money |for submis- [Limit |Class
download- sion of bid
ing
1 |Periodic  maintenance  of|1776852.00 |11/06/2021(36000.00|17/06/2021 [Two D,C
Chamba Tissa road KM up to 11.00 [Months |and B
32/250 to 62/0 for the year| AM

2021-22 (SH: Providing and
laying bituminous concrete
and C/o PCC drain at RD
50/0 to 51/0)
2 |Periodic maintenance  of|{1765146.00 |11/06/2021(36000.00 [17/06/2021
Chamba Tissa road KM up to 11.00
32/250 to 62/0 for the year| AM
2021-22 (SH: Providing and
laying bituminous concrete
and C/o PCC drain at RD
51/0 to 52/0)
The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department website
www.hptenders.gov.in

Two
Months |and B

Executive Engineer
Tissa Division HPPWD

HP/1269/21-22 Tissa at Bhanjraru.

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

The Executive Engineer, Bhawarna Division, HPPWD Bhawarna on behalf of
Governor of Himachal Pradesh, invites the item rate bids, in electronic tendering
system from the eligible class of contractors registered with HPPWD for the works
as detailed in the table:-

Sr.|Name of work Estimated|Starting date |Earnest|Deadline for

No. Cost (Rs.), [for  down-|Money |Submission

loading Bid of Bid
10/06/2021| 19,500/-|25/06/2021

1 |Providing and laying Annual Surfacing (Peri-
odic Maintenance) on Garh Basti to Govt. Sr.
Sec. School Garh Jamula road under Rural
roads in the state of HP (SW:- Providing and
laying Tack coat and Bituminous Concrete in
between Km 0/0 to 1/700).

2 |Providing and laying Annual Surfacing
(Periodic Maintenance) on Link road Lahar
Tara Chowki Kakrain road Km 2/0 to 2/300
and Link road from Sullah to Majhakraupto-
Harbaral road Km 0/0 to 0/500 under Rural
roads in the state of HP (SW:- Providing and
laying Tack coat and Bituminous Concrete).
3 |Providing and laying Annual Surfacing (Pe-
riodic Maintenance) on Tikker to Ghandera
road Km 2/0 to 3/0 andGawalTilla to Saidon
road Km 0/0 to 1/0 under Rural roads in the
state of HP (SW:- Providing and laying Tack
coat and Bituminous Concrete).

The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department web-
site www.hptenders.gov.in.

9,72,564/-

6,75,878/- | 10/06/2021| 13,600/-|25/06/2021

16,19,242/- | 10/06/2021| 31,800/-|25/06/2021

Executive Engineer
HPPWD Division Bhawarna
Pin-176083, Tel:01894-247777

- National High Speed
ey Rail Corporation Limited

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

NHSRCL invites open tender for “Providing office space
on lease basis in Mumbai for National High Speed Rail
Corporation Ltd.” (Tender Notice No. NHSRCL/MA/CPM
MUMBAI/OFFICE SPACE/21-22/02). Tender can be
downloaded from 10:00 hrs. of 03.06.2021 to 24.06.2021
upto 10:00 hrs. from website https://etenders.gov.in/
eprocure/app.

Last date of submission of bid is 13:00 hrs. of 24.06.2021.

Chief Project Manager

FOOD
CORPORATION

OF INDIA

T.C.-3V, Vibhuti Khand, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow-226 010 (U.P.)
REGIONAL OFFICE
Phone No.: 0522-2720063, 4109238, E-mail: gmup.fci@gov.in, agmcontup.fci@gov.in
CONTRACT SECTION
E-TENDER NOTICE
Online tenders under two bid systems are invited from experienced/
in-experienced/ Sole Proprietary concern or Registered Partnership Firm or a
Private Limited Company or a Public Limited Company incorporated in India for
appointment of HTC at FSD Khurja & RH Bulandshahr in UP Region.
The terms and conditions and other details are available at
https://eprocure.gov.infeprocurefapp and FCI website http://www.fci.gov.in.
Critical dates involving in the tender enquiry areillustrated below in tabularmanner.

Tender Tender Online Bid | Online Bid |  Online Pre-bid
document document | submission|submission| Technical | Meeting
Download Start| Download End | Start date &| End date & | Bid opening
date & time | date & time time time | date & time
04.06.2021 | 25.06.2021 | 04.06.2021|25.06.2021 | 28.06.2021 | 10.06.2021
9:00 AM 03:00PM | 09:00 AM | 03:00 PM | 03:00 PM | 12:00 PM

Tenderer/Contractor shall execute the work following the directions issued by the Hon'ble Courts

Further, any corrigendum in this regard will be published on CPP portal or on the FCI
website http://iwww.fci.gov.in. if necessary. General Manager (UP)

KARNATAKA STATE MEDICAL
SUPPLIES CORPORATION LIMITED

PHI Building, Opp. To SJP Polytechnic, K.R. Circle, Sheshadri Road,
Bangalore-560001. Phone: +91-80-29619801 Email: latha.mdksmscl@gmail.com

No.HFW/KSMSCL/COVID/IFQ/10 Drugs/35/2021-22 Date: 03-06-2021

QUOTATION NOTIFICATION

Ref: (1) Quotation Notification No.HFW/KSMSCL/COVID/IFQ/
10DRUGS/35/2021-22, Dated: 03-06-2021
(2) Quotation Notification No.HFW/KSMSCL/COVID/IFQ/08MD/36/
2021-22, Dated: 03-06-2021
Nationwide Quotation is invited through KSDLWS website under KTPP
Act 1999 & Rules 2000 under 4(a) exemption for the following quotations:
1) Quotation for supply of 1) Sterile surgical gloves (latex) 6.5
2) Sterile surgical gloves (latex) 7 3) Ranitidine Tablet 150mg
4) Methylprednisolone Sodium Succinate Injection 40mg/ml
5) Hydrocortisone Sodium Succinate Injection 100mg 6) Salbutamol
sulphate Tablet 4mg 7) Acetyl Salicylic Acid Dispersible Tablet 75mg
8) Zinc sulphate/Acetate Tablet 50mg 9) Paracetamol Tablet 650mg
10) Pantoprazole Injection 40mg (10 Drugs) for Covid-19 treatment.
2) Quotation for supply of 1) Urine collection bag with valve out-let
2 Itrs 2) Endotracheal tubes with cuff [pvc] [sterile] 8 3) Endotracheal
tubes with cuff [pvc] [sterile] 8.5 4) Endotracheal Tubes With Cuff
[Pvc] [Sterile] 7.5 5) Endotracheal tubes with cuff [pvc][Sterile] 6.5
6) Naso Gastric Tubes 16F 7) Naso Gastric Tubes 18F 8) Tube
Connector For Oxygen Concentrator (08 Medical devices) for
Covid-19 treatment
Details regarding specification, Terms and Conditions and other
information are available in the Website: www.kdlws.kar.nic.in from
04-06-2021 to 07-06-2021. The eligible firms shall Mail the KSMSCL
quotations in password protected PDF to E-mail ID: ksdlwscovid19.
procurement@gmail.com before 5.00 PM on 07-06-2021. Further
information if any may be obtained from this office during working hours.
Sd/- Managing Director
Karnataka State Medical Supplies Corporation Limited

COVID-19. DO NOT PANIC, BE AWARE

DIPR/DDU/Adverto
/473/2021-22

i f o OFeet ., o s Maintain
e-mail: eepwd-bhaw-hp@gov.in @ @ xl\leal: | |n| Follow Physical w | 3 Hand
HP/1250/21-22 on behalf of Governor of H.P as Distancing >~ Hygiene
A ND-NDE

»



e THE HINDU
SATURDAY, JUNE 5, 2021

Two cheers

India betters score in the latest SDG Index, but
methodological tinkering is cause for concern

ndia’s push in the right direction in achieving Sus-
Itainable Development Goals (SDGs) related to clean

energy, urban development and health has helped it
improve its overall SDG score from 60 in 2019 to 66 in
2021, according to NITI Aayog’s SDG India Index 2020-
21. Besides SDGs on eradication of poverty and hunger,
measures related to the availability of affordable, clean
energy in particular, showed improvements across sev-
eral States and Union Territories. The campaign to im-
prove the access of households to electricity and clean
cooking fuel has been shown to be an important factor.
While this is cause for cheer, the Index reveals that
there has been a major decline in the areas of industry,
innovation and infrastructure besides decent work and
economic growth, again made worse by the lockdowns
imposed by the governments seeking to tackle the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. But the stark differences between the
southern and western States on the one hand and the
north-central and eastern States on the other in their
performance on the SDGs, point to persisting socio-
economic and governance disparities. These, if left un-
addressed, will exacerbate federal challenges and out-
comes, as seen in the public health challenges during
the second wave across some of the worse-off States.

Notwithstanding the improvement in key indicators,
the Index has curiously made some methodological
changes that render comparisons on some SDGs over
previous years moot. The SDG on inequality shows an
improvement over 2019, but the indicators used to
measure the score have changed. The 2020-21 Index
drops several economic indicators and gives greater
weightage to social equality indicators such as repre-
sentation of women and people from marginalised
communities in legislatures and local governance insti-
tutions, and crimes against SC/ST communities. By
dropping the well-recognised Gini coefficient measure
and the growth rate for household expenditure per cap-
ita among 40% of rural and urban populations (instead,
only the percentage of population in the lowest two
wealth quintiles is used), the SDG score on inequality
seems to have missed out on capturing the impact of
the pandemic on wealth inequality. This could be a sig-
nificant miss as a UN assessment of the impact of CO-
VID-19 had said that the South Asian region may see ris-
ing inequality. Methodological issues on measuring
other SDGs have been flagged before, but the lack of
adequate measurement of economic inequality seems
to be a glaring miss. Like in the first wave, the second
wave, with more fatalities, has had similar outcomes on
livelihoods and jobs. While the better score for India in
its endeavour to achieve SDGs will bring some cheer,
governments must work on addressing pressing issues
such as increased inequality and economic despair.

WindsoTchange

Israel gets new coalition, but it is unlikely to
survive long with its ideological contradictions

n Israel’s fractious political landscape, Benjamin Ne-
Itanyahu has been known as the master of survival.

In power since 2009, he has seen allies come and go,
protégés turning out to be rivals, and elections happen-
ing in the shortest intervals. But he hardly missed an
opportunity to turn crisis into political gain, which al-
lowed him to become the longest serving Prime Minis-
ter, overtaking David Ben-Gurion. However, this may be
ending. A coalition of eight parties, under the leader-
ship of Opposition politician Yair Lapid, could oust Mr.
Netanyahu from power and form a ‘change’ govern-
ment. In this, Mr. Lapid, who leads the centrist Yesh
Atid party, has joined hands with the right-wing Yamina
of Naftali Bennett, and other parties ranging from pro-
settlers to left-wing and Arab parties. According to the
coalition agreements, Mr. Bennett, who was part of the
far-right Jewish Home before founding Yamina, would
be the PM for two years followed by Mr. Lapid. Mr. La-
pid says his coalition has the support of 61 Members of
the Knesset (MKs) — a razor-thin majority in the 120-
member Parliament. Messrs. Lapid and Bennet are now
pushing for a quick vote in the Knesset, while Mr. Neta-
nyahu is putting pressure on the right-wing MKs of the
coalition to vote against the government.

Even if the coalition does sail through the Knesset
vote, it might, with its conflicting ideological views, re-
main fractious and feeble. But that does not diminish
the importance of the political changes that are under
way. The country has seen four elections in the last two
years, with no party winning a majority on its own in
any. Last year, Mr. Netanyahu formed a short-lived un-
ity government with the Opposition leader, Benny
Gantz. Mr. Gantz, leader of the centrist Blue and White,
is now with Mr. Lapid. It is Mr. Netanyahu’s repeated
and failed attempts to form a stable right-wing govern-
ment that have led the anti-Netanyahu parties from
across the spectrum to come together. Also, this is the
first time in Israel’s history that an Arab-majority party
has signed a government coalition agreement. Till last
year, Arab parties were considered untouchables by the
mainstream Jewish parties. But now, the United Arab
List (Ra’am), which has 4 MKs, has officially joined the
coalition, breaking a political separation wall. If voted
out of power, Mr. Netanyahu will have to fight a corrup-
tion trial and possible leadership challenges within the
Likud without the shield of premiership. When the Ga-
za fighting broke out on May 10, coupled with riots in Is-
raeli cities, many thought it would help him politically.
But the Gaza fighting appears to have weakened his po-
sition among his right-wing allies, who alleged that his
government surrendered to Hamas by agreeing to the
ceasefire. Mr. Netanyahu is now caught between un-
happy right-wing allies and a united opposition.

Saving biodiversity, securing earth’s future

The National Biodiversity Mission can help mend the dysfunctional relationship between humanity and nature

KAMAL BAWA

n this World Environment
O Day (June 5), with the novel

coronavirus pandemic rag-
ing across our vast country, we
must reflect on the ways to rebuild
our relationship with nature. In-
dia’s vast and rich biodiversity
gives the nation a unique identity,
of which we can be proud. The va-
ried ecosystems across land, riv-
ers, and oceans, feed our people,
enhance public health security,
and shield us from environmental
disasters. Our biodiversity also
serves as a perpetual source of
spiritual enrichment, intimately
linked to our physical and mental
well-being.

Staggering value of forests
And while the precise economic
value of all ecosystem services
provided by biodiversity may not
be known, estimates suggest our
forests alone may yield services
worth more than a trillion rupees
per year. Imagine how much grea-
ter this value will be with grass-
lands, wetlands, freshwater, and
marine added.

Sadly, today, we face not only
one of the worst public health cris-
es but also worldwide declines in
biodiversity. Globally, we have lost
7% intact forests since 2000, and
recent assessments indicate that
over a million species might be
lost forever during the next several
decades. Our country is not an ex-
ception to these trends.

Climate change and the ongoing
pandemic will put additional
stresses on our natural ecosystems
even though it is becoming clear
that repairing our dysfunctional
relationship with nature is one of
the ways to mitigate climate
change and curtail future out-
breaks of infectious diseases that
can bring unimaginable misery.
Thus, preserving biodiversity is di-
rectly relevant to the social, eco-
nomic, and environmental well-
being of our people. We must reth-
ink and reimagine the concept of
One Health for all living organ-
isms, including the invisible biota
in soils that sustain our agricultu-
ral systems.

Investments in the field
Fortunately, our government is
considering major investments in
biodiversity science to meet socie-
tal needs. In 2018, the Prime Mi-
nister’s Science, Technology and
Innovation Advisory Council (PM-
STIAC) in consultation with the Mi-
nistry of Environment, Forest, and
Climate Change and other Minis-
tries approved an ambitious Na-
tional Mission on Biodiversity and
Human Well-Being (N\MBHWB). A
Bengaluru-based Biodiversity Col-
laborative is working with the Na-
tional Biodiversity Authority to
hold consultations and prepare
road maps of the Mission that will
be steered by a core of the coun-
try’s leading biodiversity science
and conservation organisations,
from public, academic, and civil
society sectors.

The Mission will strengthen the
science of restoring, conserving,
and sustainably utilising India’s
natural heritage; embed biodiver-
sity as a key consideration in all
developmental programmes, par-

GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

ticularly in agriculture, ecosystem
services, health, bio-economy,
and climate change mitigation; es-
tablish a citizen and policy-orient-
ed biodiversity information sys-
tem; and enhance capacity across
all sectors for the realisation of In-
dia’s national biodiversity targets
and United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (UN SDGs).
Furthermore, the Mission will
allow India (home to nearly 8% of
global biodiversity on just 2.3% of
global land area, and containing
sections of four of the 36 global
biodiversity hotspots) to emerge
as a leader in demonstrating lin-
kage between conservation of nat-
ural assets and societal well-being.

An important framework

The ongoing spread of COVID-19
places this Mission among the
most significant national initia-
tives. The pandemic has exposed
the dysfunctional relationship bet-
ween humanity and nature, and
we must urgently address the is-
sues it has laid bare: the emer-
gence of infectious diseases; lack
of food and nutritional security;
rural unemployment; and climate
change, with all its stresses on na-
ture, rural landscapes, and public
health. In response to these criti-
cal and interrelated issues, the
Mission offers a holistic frame-
work, integrated approaches, and
widespread societal participation.

The Mission’s comprehensive
efforts will empower India to res-
tore, and even increase, our natu-
ral assets by millions of crores of
rupees. Mitigation programmes
will lessen the impacts of climate
change and other natural disas-
ters, such as pandemics and
floods. We can rejuvenate agricul-
tural production systems and in-
crease rural incomes from biodi-
versity-based agriculture while
also creating millions of green jobs
in restoration and nature tourism.
Restoration activities across In-
dia’s degraded lands, which
amount to almost a third of our
land area, alone could generate
several million jobs.

The Mission will help India
meet its commitments under the
new framework for the Conven-
tion on Biological Diversity (CBD),
and UN SDGs related to pressing
social issues including poverty al-
leviation, justice and equity, and
protection of life. It will generate a
strong national community com-
mitted to sustaining biodiversity,
promoting social cohesion and un-
iting the public behind an impor-
tant goal.

Mission programmes will offer
nature-based solutions to numer-
ous environmental challenges, in-
cluding degradation of rivers, for-
ests, and soils, and ongoing
threats from climate change, with
the goal of creating climate-resi-
lient communities. Scientific in-
puts, especially related to geospa-
tial informatics and policy, can
guide the development of strate-
gies for conservation and ecosys-
tem management.

Equally important, the Mis-
sion’s “One Health” programme,
integrating human health with ani-
mal, plant, soil and environmental

health, has both the preventive
potential to curtail future pandem-
ics along with the interventional
capability for unexpected public
health challenges. Additional pro-
grammes, directed at food and nu-
tritional security, will in turn also
influence public health outcomes.

Need for a cadre

The planned Mission recognises
that we need a strong and exten-
sive cadre of human resources re-
quired to meet the enormous and
complex environmental challeng-
es of the 21st century. This will re-
quire training professionals of the
highest calibre in sustainability
and biodiversity science, along
with an investment in civil society
outreach. The gains of environ-
mental change will be upheld and
carried forward by the cultural
change from environmental edu-
cation for millions of students,
from kindergarten to postgraduate
levels.

Finally, biodiversity is everywh-
ere, and we interact with biodiver-
sity all the time in our daily lives.
Public engagement, whether it is
in the policymaking arena, or in
exploration, restoration and con-
servation of biodiversity, is a criti-
cal component of the planned
Mission.

Today, on the heels of the Inter-
national Day for Biological Diversi-
ty celebrated last month, nothing
could be more important than to
renew our pledge to nurture all life
on earth.

Kamal Bawa is President of the
Bengaluru-based Ashoka Trust for
Research in Ecology and the Environment
(ATREE), and currently leads the
Biodiversity Collaborative. The views
expressed are personal

The time to limit global warming is melting away

There are no second chances and nations must use COP26 to address the enormous threat of climate change

ALOK SHARMA

his is an incredibly difficult
Ttime for the world. The

world is facing two momen-
tous challenges: COVID-19 and cli-
mate change. Both need us to
come together globally to find a
way forward. World Environment
Day (June 5) is an important mo-
ment to take stock on climate
change.

When I was in India earlier this
year — my first visit to Asia in my
new role — I saw first-hand India’s
ambitious work on renewable
energy, and held vital discussions
with government leaders, includ-
ing Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
businesses and civil society. I was
inspired by the resolve I saw.

India’s response

India has a strong record on tack-
ling climate change, including im-
pressive domestic targets to have
450GW of renewable energy by
2030, and establishing the Inter-
national Solar Alliance and the
Coalition for Disaster Resilient In-
frastructure (CDRI). India played a
critical role in delivering the land-
mark Paris Agreement and we are
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working just as closely with India
in the run-up to COP26, the 26th
UN Climate Change Conference of
the Parties, to be hosted by the Un-
ited Kingdom in Glasgow from No-
vember 1-12, 2021. Last month, Mr.
Modi and the U.K’s Prime Minister
Boris Johnson committed through
the 2030 UK-India Roadmap to
work closely together on the best
ways to drive the green growth
agenda. They reaffirmed their per-
sonal commitment to work togeth-
er for an ambitious outcome in No-
vember and sustained action
beyond.

When the UK. welcomes the
countries of the world to Glasgow
in five months’ time, it will be a
moment to get the world on track
to address the enormous threat of
climate change and build a clean-
er, brighter future for everyone.

In 2015, the world signed the
Paris Agreement, to limit global
temperature rises to well below
2°C, aiming for 1.5°C, because the
science tells us that would avoid
the worst effects of climate
change.

Emissions have to be cut

In terms of limiting warming, ev-
ery fraction of a degree makes a
difference. An average global tem-
perature rise of 2°C, compared to
1.5°C, would see hundreds of mil-
lions more people affected. The
Climate Action Tracker estimates
that countries’ current emissions
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reduction targets have us on
course for average temperature
rises of 2.4°C. To limit warming to
1.5°C, we must halve global emis-
sions by 2030. So this is the deci-
sive decade.

This is what makes this year’s
COP so critical, and as hosts of
COP26, the U.K. is pressing for ur-
gent action around four key goals.

First, to keep 1.5°C within
reach, globally, we need to reach
net zero by the middle of this cen-
tury. To achieve this we will need
to take strong action over the next
decade. In the U.K. we have found
that setting ambitious short-term
targets backed up by a net zero tar-
get has given a clear signal that the
future is low carbon. India will
reach its own decisions, but I firm-
ly believe India has an opportunity
to show that a different develop-
ment path is possible. An oppor-
tunity to be at the forefront of a
new global green transition with
all the benefits of jobs and cleaner

air that brings. India has already
proved it has the innovation and
political will to do this. India has
quadrupled wind and solar capac-
ity in the last decade.

Our second goal is to protect pe-
ople and nature from the worst ef-
fects of climate change. Even as
the world has been dealing with
the novel coronavirus pandemic,
the dangers of global warming
have continued to become more
evident.

Having been born in India and
having spent time as the U.K.’s Se-
cretary of State for International
Development, I am committed
that this COP will deliver for the
communities most vulnerable to
climate change. The two cyclones,
Tauktae and Yaas, that hit India
last month, show that we must act
on the very real need for flood de-
fences, warning systems and other
vital efforts to minimise, avert and
address the loss and damage
caused by climate change. India’s
CDRI, which the U.K. is proud to
partner on, is already a great in-
itiative towards this.

Funding promise

Our third goal is for developed
countries to deliver the $100 bil-
lion they promised annually to
support developing countries. The
U.K. is pushing for all developed
countries to increase their climate
finance commitments ahead of
COP26, to deliver the right flow of

finance and technology to meet
the needs of countries such as In-
dia in their transition. This is a per-
sonal priority for me, one that I
am committing to work tirelessly
to deliver — we need all developed
countries to step up, as it is a mat-
ter of trust.

Working as a team

Fourth, we must work together to
deliver on these goals. That in-
cludes building consensus among
governments for an ambitious, ba-
lanced and inclusive outcome — so
that the negotiations in Glasgow
are a success. As well as bringing
businesses and civil society on
board behind our COP26 goals,
and building up international col-
laboration in critical sectors.

We must act now, to launch a
concerted effort to reduce emis-
sions throughout the next decade.
And use the COVID-19 recovery to
reimagine our economies, build-
ing a better future.

I call on all countries to step up
efforts on these goals, because
COP26 is our last chance for keep-
ing hopes of limiting global warm-
ing to 1.5°C alive, and our best
chance of building a brighter fu-
ture; a future of green jobs and
cleaner air.

This is our moment. There are
no second chances. Let us seize it
together.

Alok Sharma is COP26 President

Court on sedition

hand seem to be the main
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In recent years, mere
criticism against the
government of the day has
been found sufficient to
initiate sedition charges.
Against this background,
the Supreme Court of
India’s quashing a sedition
case registered against a
senior journalist sends a
clear message (Page 1,
“Journalists need
protection against sedition
charges’,” June 4). The
actions of the government
spring from laws enacted
by the British in the pre-
Independence era. While
quashing the sedition
charges, the top court has
not laid down any new
rules. Given that the ruling
dispensation is using this
existing law liberally to act
against those who criticise
it, it is time the law is
amended to define clearly
what is sedition and what is
not.

D. SETHURAMAN,
Chennai

= The judiciary has ensured
that Indian democracy

remains alive and kicking.
Except for a short period
during the Emergency, the
freedom to question and
criticise leaders including the
Prime Minister was a given —
with none of the prickliness
displayed by this
government. It is
unfortunate that the
mainstream media often
baulks at giving space to
critics of the government.
Though social media
channels have given many a
platform to voice their
opinions, it remains to be
seen how long this space too
remains free.

ANTHONY HENRIQUES,
Mumbai

u The original wording of the
sedition law is the cause for
its continuous misuse and
there is enough equivocation
in its range to be able to
suppress a great deal of
activities. Even if there is a
decline in the rate of
conviction in such cases, and
the person is acquitted, there
is every likelihood that he
may be targeted by applying
the law again. This aspect of

the law adversely affects a
person’s freedom of speech
and expression. It is ironic
that conviction is not
required to stifle dissidence.
The Supreme Court’s
intervention is important to
ensure that citizens are not
robbed of their right of
freedom of speech and
expression.

VENU G.S.,
Kalluvathukkal, Kollam, Kerala

On the trail

The modus operandi of all
Indian white collar criminals
is well known. Yet, when it
comes to action, success
seems to elude us, with none
of those who feature at the
top of the list brought back
to India. The perception this
creates is that the law seems
to be on their side. Perhaps
there needs to be global
action taken at, say the level
of the United Nations to
ensure that laws governing
matters concerned with
economic offenders are
amended. Meanwhile, there
are no signs that white collar
crimes are decreasing.
India’s banks on the other

losers.

GOVARDHANA MYNEEDU,
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh

Doctors in peril

The profession which
imparts life to the masses is
now seen to be begging for
life. What a shame. The
recent incidents of violence
against doctors in Assam and
Karnataka are outright
barbaric. Surprisingly
enough, we, as doctors, have
no support of the masses, no
media channel to highlight
our plight and no human
rights activists to protest
against these acts. We spend
endless hours of service
trapped in a PPE suit and
with utmost dedication in
handling this pandemic.
There has to be legislation or
an amendment of existing
laws to deal with and reduce
such instances.

Dr. HRIDDHI BHATTACHARYA,
Kolkata

u The prevailing violence
against doctors, especially
during the COVID-19
pandemic, is jeopardising

not only the lives of doctors
but also the lives of those
patients dependent on the
doctors. The Government of
India should amend the
Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897,
and add a clause for severe
punishment against those
who perpetrate atrocities
against doctors.

SANDEEP GOYAL,
Noida, Uttar Pradesh

Uncharitable comment
It is unfortunate that Justice
Vipin Sanghi of the Delhi
High Court, while
commenting on the Centre’s
vaccination policy, has
questioned it for prioritising
older people over the
younger population. He has
tried to justify his statement
with his most uncharitable
remarks, that the ‘80 year
olds are not going to carry
this country forward. They
have lived their lives.... He
has conveniently forgotten
that it is only the hard work
and sacrifices of many elders
that have made India into the
good state it is today.

The judge could have opined
that vaccination should have
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been given to all.

THARCIUS S. FERNANDO,
Chennai

Library project

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin’s announcement
that a state-of-the-art library
is to come up in Madurai is a
befitting gift for this ancient
city which has helped
promote the Tamil language.
The project will be a boon
for many in the districts.

R. SIVAKUMAR,
Chennai

Lockdown rules
Extending or otherwise the
complete lockdown,
especially in Tamil Nadu, lies
in the hands of the people.
The scenes telecast by
various channels are a mirror
to the attitude of a majority
of our people, who are
habituated at throwing
caution to the winds. Even if
the daily case count is down,
rules come first. There has to
be caution and compliance.

MANI NATARAAJAN,
Chennai
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In Gujarat, a crisis of epidemic proportion

While the ferocious second wave of COVID-19 is slowly on the wane, Gujarat has recorded the highest number of mucormycosis cases in the country.
Mahesh Langa reports on how a State with poor public health infrastructure and manipulated data was unprepared to tackle the surge in cases

n April, Bhavesh Desai (name
Ichanged), 56, was happily dreaming

of a peaceful retired life in two years
when he was suddenly assailed by two
infections, one after the other. First, all
food became insipid and Desai lost his
sense of smell — both symptoms of CO-
VID-19. By the time the RT-PCR test re-
sult came bearing bad news, the Class 2
government employee in Ahmedabad
with two children had developed a fever
and cough. With his condition worsen-
ing, Desai began searching for a hospital
bed. Two days later, he found one in a
private hospital where he was treated
for two weeks. By the time he reco-
vered, Desai was fatigued but relieved.

However, within a few days, Desai’s
cheeks began to swell like small melons
and his muscles became numb. He was
referred to the Civil Hospital, where he
was diagnosed with mucormycosis,
commonly called the ‘black fungus’. De-
sai had never heard of it. He was
shocked to learn that this aggressive in-
fection could affect his eyes, nose and
even brain. Desai found himself back in
hospital. This time, the doctors had to
remove his left eye to save his life. “I
don’t know if I should feel happy that I
have survived two deadly infections or
sad about losing an eye. The other eye
has just 70% vision,” he says.

Desai is among the 5,000 cases of
mucormycosis that have been reported
as of June 3 in Gujarat. Official records
state that more than 250 people have
died from the invasive fungal infection.
With the State already grappling with a
deadly COVID-19 wave, the rise in cases
of ‘black fungus’ is a new cause of
concern.

A surge in mucormycosis cases

Over the past few weeks, mucormycosis
cases have increased across Gujarat,
with Ahmedabad, Surat and Rajkot re-
porting very high numbers, particularly
among those patients who, during pro-
longed hospitalisation, were adminis-
tered high doses of steroids and anti-
biotics. Patients suffering from the
fungal infection usually have a stuffy
and bleeding nose, swelling of the eyes,
blurred vision, and droopy eyelids.

“In Ahmedabad Civil Hospital, we
have had 850 patients with mucormyco-
sis. The ENT division has conducted 498
surgeries on patients who had the fun-
gal infection,” says J.V. Modi, Medical Su-
perintendent of Civil Hospital. At the
time of going to print, more than 100
patients with mucormycosis were wait-
ing in hospitals for their operations. “In
Surat alone, around 100 people must
have lost their eye or even their jaw
bone due to the infection. It is more
dangerous than COVID-19,” says a doc-
tor from Surat’s Civil Hospital.

According to doctors, mucormycosis
normally progresses slowly from the
nose to the eyes and brain, but the real
enemy this time is COVID-19. A host of
factors can trigger mucormycosis. First
is a weak immune system. The heavy
use of steroids during COVID-19 treat-
ment among diabetic patients can in-
crease their sugar levels and create a
conducive environment for the fungus
to grow and thrive in the body, they say.
So, a rational use of steroids and con-
stant monitoring of sugar levels are
important.

Though the State Health Department
declared the fungal infection as an epi-
demic and created separate wards in Ci-
vil Hospitals in Ahmedabad, Surat and
Rajkot, it has not made public the de-
tails of the number of cases, deaths, sur-
geries conducted, or people who have
lost their vital organs as a consequence
of the infection.

“As soon as the second wave of CO-
VID-19 started declining in Surat, the ci-
ty witnessed a sudden surge in mucor-
mycosis cases,” says Manoj Mistry, a
newspaper editor from the Diamond Ci-
ty, which saw thousands of COVID-19
deaths from early March to mid-May.

The government has also not fixed
the treatment costs for patients of mu-
cormycosis who are being attended to
in private hospitals even though Gujarat
had emerged as the State with the high-
est number of mucormycosis cases in
India by the second week of May.

Luckily for Desai, treatment for the
infection in Civil Hospital, a government
hospital, did not cost him much. Ho-
wever, his stay at a private hospital for
two weeks for COVID-19 treatment de-
pleted his savings by half. “Despite the
charges capped by the government for
COVID-19 treatment in private hospi-
tals, it’s still very high and beyond the
means of any middle-class family,” he
says.

Those who been treated in private
hospitals for both the infections have
paid huge sums for treatment. “More
than COVID-19, treatment for mucormy-
cosis is expensive because it also in-
volves delicate surgery by specialist
doctors,” a medical practitioner says.
“Normal surgery will cost not less than
%1 lakh in addition to expenses on med-
icines, hospitalisation and so on.”

To tackle the epidemic, the Gujarat
government notified a State-controlled
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An inside view of the mucormycosis ward at Civil Hospital, Ahmedabad. (Below): A relative of a patient shifting him to a wheelchair in the mucormycosis ward at Civil Hospital, Ahmedabad. =viay sones
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distribution policy of the anti-fungal
drug Amphotericin-B, used to treat mu-
cormycosis, for private hospitals after
the issue of shortage of the drug was ta-
ken up by the Gujarat High Court that
sought a response from the State go-
vernment. And on May 27, an 11-mem-
ber State-level task force comprising ex-
perts and doctors was formed and will
play a key role in framing Gujarat’s pol-
icy on mucormycosis treatment.

Throwing caution to the winds
Meanwhile, the government is also busy
trying to get the pandemic under con-
trol. Gujarat has seen an avalanche of
COVID-19 cases during the second wave.
On March 1, 427 daily cases and one
death were reported. This shot up to
2,410 daily cases and three deaths on
April 1 and then 13,847 daily cases and
172 deaths on May 1. On June 1, there
were 1,561 daily cases and 22 deaths.

The virus has officially killed about
6,000 people since mid-March. Howev-
er, data from hospitals, crematoria and
burial grounds suggest that the number
of deaths is as high as 15 times the offi-
cial number. According to doctors, the
official data on deaths capture only
those who did not have co-morbidities
and died of COVID-19. “For those who
had COVID-19 but also suffered from
diabetes or hypertension, the cause of
death is attributed to the co-morbidity,”
a medical practitioner says. Leading re-
gional language newspapers such as
Gujarat Samachar and Sandesh have
raised questions on the government’s
data by devoting increasing numbers of
pages to obituaries. The State govern-
ment has also not been forthcoming
about casualties in homes. However,
the Chief Minister has maintained that
the State follows the guidelines of the
Indian Council of Medical Research.
During the second wave, the virus also
spread to remote villages, where public
health infrastructure is especially ricke-
ty in such demanding times, making the
government’s work even more challeng-
ing.

The Gujarat government seemed ill-
prepared for the brutality of the second
wave. From December 2020, the State
began to shut some of its COVID-19 care
centres unlike neighbouring Maharash-
tra which kept them open and even be-
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gan to build more such centres. Gujarat
also dereserved COVID-19 beds in priv-
ate and government hospitals since the
pandemic appeared to be on the de-
cline. In February, Gujarat turned its fo-
cus to elections for municipal corpora-
tions like Ahmedabad, Surat, Rajkot,
Vadodara, Jamnagar and Bhavnagar, 31
district panchayats, 231 taluk pan-
chayats, and 81 municipalities. Voting
was held in two phases on February 21
and 27. In the first phase, all six munici-
pal corporations went to vote and the
results were declared on February 23.
The results for the second phase of poll-
ing for panchayats and municipalities
were declared on March 2.

In the run-up to the election, there
was aggressive campaigning across the
State. Much like in other parts of the
country, caution was thrown to the
winds at these gatherings. Neither the
leaders nor the public observed physi-
cal distancing or wore masks despite
the fact that the Chief Minister himself
contracted the virus during campaign-
ing.

“In Gujarat, the second wave was in-
vited by the authorities and political
parties which were more interested in
local elections than in following CO-
VID-19 norms. As soon as the elections
ended in the State, COVID-19 cases be-
gan to surge,” says a prominent doctor
and member of the State government’s
COVID-19 task force. He adds that the
cases had in fact started rising from the
second week of February, but the auth-
orities suppressed the data as holding
elections was given more importance
than public health.

“As a member of the medical fraterni-
ty, am also partially responsible for not
going public and warning government
authorities as well as the public at large.
As part of the IMA [Indian Medical Asso-
ciation], we should have expressed and

communicated our apprehension about
the second wave to the government,”
says another leading doctor.

By the first week of March, the pan-
demic curve began going north in the
State and by mid-March, there was an
alarming rise in cases and deaths in all
the major cities. By the end of the third
week, COVID-19 cases began to be re-
ported from semi-urban places and by
March end, from the villages. It was
when cases began rising rapidly that the
government began to prepare at a fever-
ish pace, adding beds and ramping up
facilities.

“Undoubtedly, the local elections
brought the virus to the villages, which
had escaped its clutches during the first
wave. Every village had an election
meeting or a rally without any COVID-19
norms,” says the District Collector of
one of the worst-affected districts.

From mid-March onwards, the State
administration shut down public tran-
sport services in the cities, banned mass
gatherings, restricted movements in
markets and religious places, and limit-
ed participation in social events and fa-
mily events. However, those measures
came too late. Many say these were at-
tempts to close the stable door after the
horse had bolted.

A summer of horror
April 2021 was arguably the most cruel
month in the history of contemporary
Gujarat. The healthcare sector was
bursting at its seams and thousands of
deaths were being reported every day.
The administration appeared to be
struggling in dealing with the crisis.
“It’s not that the administration was
not working but our all efforts were fall-
ing short because of the sheer number
of cases and deaths that were taking
place. We were overwhelmed. There
was a shortage of hospital beds, essen-

tial medical supplies, ambulances, and
even mortuary vans to take the dead to
their final destination,” a senior official
says. The State and its people never an-
ticipated a second wave, he says.

According to another bureaucrat,
more people may have died for want of
oxygen, hospital beds or essential med-
icines rather than COVID-19 in April.
“We could have saved thousands of lives
if there was an adequate number of
beds, supply of oxygen and perhaps
proper pandemic management,” he
says.

A senior staff member at Civil Hospi-
tal describes the situation as being
“completely chaotic”. “There were long
queues of patients waiting to be admit-
ted, there were 80-90 ambulances car-
rying patients for admission outside
hospitals... At least 100 people must
have died just waiting to be admitted,”
he says.

The administration was forced by the
Gujarat High Court, which took suo mo-
to cognisance of the situation, to swing
into action. It was only after the High
Court’s intervention that the Health De-
partment started conducting RT-PCR
tests at all the district headquarters. Be-
fore that, there were no laboratory facil-
ities to even conduct tests in half of the
33 districts of the State.

There also appeared to be no me-
chanism in place for oxygen procure-
ment and supply in the initial stages of
the second wave. After the situation be-
came dire in April, the government ap-
pointed two bureaucrats as nodal offic-
ers for oxygen supply.

Though the State government has de-
nied that deaths were caused due to the
lack of oxygen, Mistry says patients have
died without oxygen in several hospi-
tals. Local media reported dozens of
deaths in the north Gujarat and Sau-
rashtra regions due to shortage of oxy-
gen in hospitals in remote districts.

“The Centre had allotted 1,000
tonnes of oxygen to the State based on
the number of cases and patients, while
our requirement was around 1,350
tonnes. Why was Gujarat given less oxy-
gen than required, you may ask. That is
because it fudged cases and projected
low figures,” says a top bureaucrat and
core group member who was involved
in pandemic management.

The IMA in Ahmedabad and Surat
even warned that there would be a law
and order situation in the cities if oxy-
gen supply was not ramped up in hospi-
tals.

The neglect of public health

Gujarat’s health infrastructure strug-
gled to cope during the health emergen-
cy despite the fact that the State saw a
lower number of daily cases compared
to neighbouring Maharashtra or even

southern States like Karnataka and Ta-
mil Nadu. The official number of daily
cases never crossed 20,000 in Gujarat
compared to Maharashtra where daily
cases touched 70,000 and Karnataka
where they touched 50,000.

“Yet the situation seemed worse in
Gujarat. All the figures from daily case
numbers to daily tests to cases of hospi-
talisation and deaths were lower than
the actual count. That made our job
more difficult because the numbers
were kept artificially low, but in reality,
there were no beds available anywhere
in the city,” says the CEO of a top hospi-
tal in Ahmedabad.

There are huge numbers of vacancies
in healthcare centres. There are almost
8,000 vacancies of medical and para-
medical staff in the panchayat-run prim-
ary and community health centres in
districts and municipal-run health
centres in the cities, for instance.

“When the High Court asked the
State government whether all the dis-
tricts have HRCT (High Resolution Com-
puted Tomography) machines to con-
duct CT scans since in certain cases the
virus is not detected in RT-PCR tests, 15
out of 33 districts had no CT scan ma-
chines in government-run hospitals and
health centres,” wrote Congress spokes-
person Manish Doshi to the Chief
Minister.

In the last two decades, while the
private health sector has grown visibly
in cities like Ahmedabad, Rajkot, Surat
and Vadodara, public healthcare has
not seen concomitant growth. “The
State will have to now promote public
health infrastructure and manpower.
The pandemic has shown that it cannot
rely on the private sector to compensate
for public health,” a senior bureaucrat
says. He says the State should follow the
examples of Kerala or Tamil Nadu while
investing in public health.

In 2017, the Comptroller and Auditor
General of India pointed out in its audit
report the poor healthcare conditions
in districts and rural areas. It said that in
some hospitals, patients were being
forced to sleep on the floor in rural
health centres as there were no beds
available. The condition of rural and
district hospitals and health centres
does not seem to have improved since.
Total spending on health remains below
4% of the Budget.

“In my district, in the main Civil Hos-
pital, there were almost 700 patients
with only a dozen medical staff includ-
ing two doctors, a few nurses and para-
medics to attend to them. This was the
situation in April when the pandemic
was at its peak,” says a District Collector
from the Saurashtra region. “If we don’t
draw proper lessons now and improve
our healthcare, the next wave could be
even more fatal,” he says.
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Amarinder Singh briefs
AICC committee

Beyond the sacrilege, issue
it is learnt that several MLAs
had raised issues about the
style of functioning of the
Chief Minister, his lack of ac-
cessibility was cited as a
problem and the domi-
nance of the bureaucracy.
But not many could name a

replacement who could
match Captain’s stature.

Similarly, most MLAs
were keen to ensure that Mr.
Sidhu doesn’t leave the par-
ty but were not yet ready “to
hand over the steering
wheel to him” ahead of the
elections.

RBI holds rates, cuts

GDP forecast

Explaining the rationale be-
hind the MPC’s decision, the
RBI Governor said the fore-
cast of a normal monsoon,
the resilience of agriculture
and the farm economy, the
adoption of COVID compati-
ble operational models by
businesses and the gather-
ing momentum of global re-
covery could all provide tail-
winds to revival of domestic
economic activity when the
second wave abated.

“On the other hand, the
spread of COVID-19 infec-
tions in rural areas and the
dent on urban demand pose
downside risks,” he ob-
served. Noting that the retail
inflation reading for April at
4.3% had brought some re-
lief and policy elbow room,
Mr. Das said a normal south-
west monsoon along with
comfortable buffer stocks
should help to keep cereal
price pressures in check.

On the other hand, the

rising trajectory of interna-
tional crude prices within a
broad-based surge in inter-
national commodity prices
and logistics costs was wor-
sening cost conditions.
These developments could
keep core price pressures
elevated, although weak de-
mand conditions may tem-
per the pass-through to con-
sumer inflation, he said.

Emphasising that upside
risks to inflation emanate
from persistence of the se-
cond wave and consequent
restrictions on activity on a
virtually pan-India basis, he
said insulating prices of es-
sential food items from sup-
ply side disruptions would
necessitate active monitor-
ing and preparedness for
coordinated, calibrated and
timely measures by both the
Centre and Sates to prevent
emergence of supply chain
bottlenecks and increase in
retail margins.

Delta variant led to most
post-vaccine cases in Delhi

However international var-
iant Alpha, that in previous
studies has been associated
with a spike in cases in Delhi
in February and March was
absent in vaccination break-
through-cases analysed.

The study also reports a
new mutation in Delta
called T478K that the scien-
tists believe has a role to
play in allowing the corona-
virus to better infiltrate hu-
man cells.

“Our data indicates
B.1.617.2 shows high trans-
missibility and surges with-
out any increase in the Case
Fatality Ratio (CFR). We esti-
mate the transmissibility to
be as much as 50% greater
than B.1.1.7. Viral load of
B.1.617.2 appears to be high-
er than B.1.1.7 and based on
data from India and UK, so
does vaccination break-
through rate. B.1.617.2 is
capable of creating very fast

rising outbreaks with vacci-
nation breakthroughs,” they
note in their study.

Anurag Agrawal, Direc-
tor, CSIR-IGIB and among
the authors of the paper
said that while the variant
was extremely transmissi-
ble, there was no single sup-
er spreader event that con-
tributed to the rise of the
Delta variant in Delhi. Pre-
vious studies had shown
that the farmer protests and
religious gatherings had
contributed to amplifying
the Alpha variant in North
India. The latter variant has
now been outcompeted by
the Delta.

“We should be doing
more studies on the vaccine
effectiveness in  India
against various strains. We
must also assess the risk to
various populations, by age,
to decide on the dosage of
vaccine.” Dr Agrawal said.

No decision on indemnity
to vaccine makers yet

When asked about the delay
in emergency use listing of
COVAXIN, he said India was
working with Bharat Bio-
tech and the World Health
Organisation on the issue.
“Currently data sharing is
on and we are keen that this
milestone is achieved soon.
We are pursuing it.”

Dr. Paul cautioned that
while India had been able to
suppress the second wave,
the virus could come back
in case people don’t act res-
ponsibly. “When the peak is
declining, we should not
suddenly get back to the
same behaviour as before
the second wave. We have to
buy time to ensure we
achieve a high coverage of

vaccination,” he pointed
out.

Lav Aggarwal, joint secre-
tary, Health Ministry, pro-
viding details of the CO-
VID-19 graph in the country,
said there had been a con-
tinuous decrease in cases
and recoveries were far ex-
ceeding the new cases. “Re-
coveries are exceeding the
daily cases reported. There
has been a steady decline in
case positivity across the
country. India has regis-
tered a continuous decrease
in cases since its peak on
May 7. If we analyse data in
comparison to May 7, the
highest reported peak, we
are recording a 68% decline
in daily cases,” he said.

India records most
cases worldwide

About 19% of adults in India,
39.6% of those aged above
45 and 44.1% of senior citi-
zens, have been adminis-
tered with at least one dose
of a COVID-19 vaccine, as of
8 p.m. on Friday.

The figures are based on
the estimated population in
2021.

Only 11% of adults in Uttar
Pradesh, 12% in Bihar and
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13% in Tamil Nadu have
been administered with at
least one dose. Whereas
28% each in Gujarat and Ra-
jasthan, 29% in Uttarak-
hand, and 38% in Himachal
Pradesh have been jabbed
with at least one dose.

Overall, 13.2% of the total
Indian population have got
at least one dose and 3.3%
have got both doses.

»

It also approved procurement of air
defence guns at a cost of 6,000 crore

DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

The Defence Acquisition
Council (DAC), headed by
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, on Friday approved
the issuance of a Request For
Proposal (RFP) for the con-
struction of six conventional
submarines under Pro-
ject-751 at an estimated cost
0f 343,000 crore.

At a meeting, it also ap-
proved the procurement of
air defence guns and ammu-
nition for the Army at an ap-
proximate cost of 6,000
crore.

“This is a landmark appro-
val, being the first case pro-
cessed under the Strategic
Partnership (SP) model. This
would be one of the largest
‘Make in India’ projects and
it will create a tiered indus-

J.P.Nadda

BJP general
secretaries’
meet to be held

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

In what will be the BJP’s
first big in person interac-
tion after the second wave
of COVID-19 began, party
president J.P. Nadda has
called a meeting of nation-
al general secretaries on
June 5 and 6.

The meeting’s agenda
includes preparations for
2022 Assembly elections,
the situation arising out of
COVID-19 and the party’s
own work in the interreg-
num. Punjab, Uttar Pra-
desh, Uttarakhand, Goa
and Manipur are to go to
the polls in early 2022 and
Himachal Pradesh and Guj-
arat later the same year.

Thus, it will be a heavy
calendar, and the BJP will
be fighting the Congress in
all these States, barring
U.P. In all the States, except
Punjab, the BJP will try to
defend its governments.

BJP national general se-
cretary (organisation), B.L.
Santhosh, recently toured
Uttarakhand and Uttar Pra-
desh and tried to calm em-
battled State units, reeling
both under factionalism
and the erosion of popular
support because of the
handling of the pandemic.

trial ecosystem for subma-
rine construction in India,”
Mr. Singh said on Twitter on
the submarine deal.

With this approval, India
would be enabled to achieve
its 30-year submarine con-
struction programme envi-
sioned by the government to
acquire national competence
in their building and for In-
dian industry to indepen-
dently design and construct
them, he noted.

The SP model of the De-
fence Procurement Proce-
dure (DPP) aims to promote
the role of Indian industry in
manufacturing and build a
domestic defence industrial
ecosystem.

MDL, L&T shortlisted
The RFP is expected to be is-
sued in the next couple of

Fire power: A file photo of INS Khanderi undergoing trials. As per the Navy's requirements, the
submarines should be able to fire land attack cruise missiles. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

months, a defence official
said. It would take at least
two to three years for the
deal to be concluded, and gi-
ven the high technology and
the long timelines, the cost
would be spread over many
years, a defence official
added.

Last January, the DAC

Right ecosystem needed
{0 nurture entrepreneurs

Innovation key, say experts at webinar

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

The Hindustan Institute of
Technology and Science,
along with The Hindu
Group, is hosting a five-part
webinar series on career
guidance for students of
Classes 10, 11 and 12 this
month. The first session was
held on ‘Engineering Inno-
vation, Product Develop-
ment and Start-ups’.

Yajulu Medury, Vice-
Chancellor, Mahindra Un-
iversity, Hyderabad, laid
emphasis on the need to es-
tablish the right ecosystem
to nudge students towards
innovation and entrepre-
neurship, which traditional
engineering education has
failed to do. “We need an
ecosystem where students
can engage with corporates,
start-ups, industry experts,
partners, investors, acceler-
ators, etc. Without this, the
incubation and entrepre-
neurship innovation model
will collapse,” he said, draw-
ing on the examples of Stan-
ford University and IIT-Ma-
dras where
entrepreneurship and tech-
nical education go
hand-in-hand.

Product development

S.N. Sridhara, Vice-Chancel-
lor, Hindustan Institute of
Technology, elaborated on
the process of product deve-
lopment from idea genera-
tion, testing, user feedback,
and IPR protection to pro-
duction and marketing. He
noted that it was equally im-
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portant for aspiring entre-
preneurs to be aware of the
various platforms for incu-
bation, the business compo-
nents, and financial and le-
gal aspects. “Students can
start by undertaking profes-
sional courses, participating
in hackathons, ideating,
building teams and getting
help from Technology Busi-
ness Incubators.”

Bringing in the practition-
er’s perspective, Rajneesh
Mittal, Head of Technology
and Content, UNext Learn-
ing, spoke of the Industry
4.0. ecosystem and Indian
start-ups thriving in it by
enabling specific technolog-
ical changes in the existing
systems. He also explained
the difference between edu-
cation and learning: Educa-
tion is extrinsic, passive and
curriculum-led. Learning is
intrinsic, active and curiosi-
ty-led. “While a well-defined
curriculum paves the way
for greater learning out-
come; when the two facets
of education and learning
work together, it can lead to
solving some of the world’s
greatest problems.”

The session, moderated
by R. Sujatha, Deputy Editor
(Reporting), The Hindu,
concluded with speakers
taking questions from the
audience. View it at http://
bit.ly/HITSTHYTI

shortlisted Mazagon Docks
Limited (MDL) and Larsen &
Toubro (L&T) as the Indian
partners for the deal. The
Navy will now issue the RFP
to them, who would respond
to it in partnership with a fo-
reign Original Equipment
Manufacturer (OEM).

As per the Navy’s require-

ments, the submarines, all of
which will be built in India,
should be equipped with Air
Independent  propulsion
(AIP) modules and be able to
fire land attack cruise
missiles.

Five foreign OEMs- Dae-
woo Shipbuilding & Marine
Engineering (DSME) (South

Korea), Naval Group
(France), Navantia (Spain),
Rosoboronexport  (Russia)

and TKMS (Germany), have
been selected.

The delay in the deal was
the extra caution at each step
of the process as this was be-
ing done for the first time, of-
ficials had said.

The modernisation of the
Army’s air defence guns has
been a long pending propo-
sal and the DAC accorded ap-
proval for the procurement
of the guns and ammunition
under the Buy & Make (In-
dian) category of the pro-
curement procedure.

The Defence Ministry said
that responses from about a
dozen Indian companies had
been received and “all of
them have expressed their
willingness and commitment
to manufacture this complex
gun system and associated
equipment by ensuring tech-
nology assimilation in India.”

Pension norms eased for
families of deceased staft

Several govt. employees have died of COVID-19, says Centre

S. VIJAY KUMAR
CHENNAI

The Union government has
written to all Ministries re-
laxing the norms for disburs-
ing pension to families of de-
ceased employees
considering their urgent
need of funds for their liveli-
hood.

The authorities have been
told to disburse the provi-
sional family pension imme-
diately after receiving the
claim with a death
certificate.

According to sources in
the Railways, the Ministry of
Personnel, Public Grievanc-
es and Pensions wrote to the
Railway Board and Secretar-
ies of all Ministries on Thurs-
day on simplified payment
of family pension, death gra-
tuity and other dues to the
family on death of a govern-
ment servant during service
saying that the COVID-19
pandemic had claimed the
lives of several government
employees during the recent
surge.

‘Sole bread-winners’

“In many cases, the de-
ceased employees were the
sole bread-winners of their
families and the casualties
have left families devastated
and in an urgent need for
funds for livelihood. It is,
therefore, incumbent on the
government to ensure that
the family pension and other
entitlements in respect of

Push for citizenship to minority migrants

They can apply online; the awareness drive is not related to CAA, says official

VIJAITA SINGH
NEW DELHI

Migrants belonging to six
non-Muslim minority com-
munities from Pakistan, Af-
ghanistan and Bangladesh
who came to India on valid
documents before 2014 are
eligible to apply online for ci-
tizenship from any part of
the country, a senior govern-
ment official said.

In March, the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) wrote to
all States, including Assam,
sensitising them of the rele-
vant provisions under the Ci-
tizenship Act, 1955 that could
help the six communities-
Hindus, Christians, Sikhs,
Jains, Buddhists and Parsis,
who entered India before
2014 and are here on long
term visa (LTV), expedite
their citizenship application.

The official asserted that
this particular awareness
drive was not related to the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, 2019 (CAA) that is in-
tended to benefit undocu-
mented (illegal migrants)
from the six persecuted com-
munities who entered India
before December 31, 2014.

The CAA is yet to come in-
to force as the rules that gov-
ern the law have not been
notified by the Ministry yet.

“A survey was done and it
was found that such mi-

A file photo of people checking their names on the final draft

of Assam's NRC list.

grants live in many parts of
the country. The States have
been made aware that provi-
sions exist that could help
the migrants in acquiring ci-
tizenship if they fulfil the cri-
teria. This is to help the ap-
plicants who have applied
online from any part of the
country, as the verification is
also done by the local police
who have to send the report
to the Home Ministry,” said
the official.

Assam NRC

Assam is the only State
where a National Register of
Citizens (NRC) has been com-
piled. More than 19 lakh of
the 3.29 crore applicants in
the State have been excluded
from the final register. The
State government has de-

manded reverification of the
process as a large number of
Hindus were left out. The ex-
cluded persons from the six
communities, who are yet to
be declared illegal migrants,
will benefit from the CAA as
and when it is implemented
as legislation benefits such
migrants from the three
neighbouring countries who
entered India illegally before
2014.

A day ago, leader of the
Opposition in the Assam As-
sembly Debabrata Saikia said
in a statement that just be-
fore the Assembly elections,
the State government, on
March 19, citing a letter from
the Centre, instructed depu-
ty commissioners, superin-
tendents of police, Foreign-
ers Registration Officers “to

disseminate information re-
garding grant of citizenship
to migrants from Bangla-
desh, Pakistan and Afghanis-
tan who hold Long Term
Visas.”

Mr. Saikia alleged that
since the CAA was intro-
duced for migrants from
these three specific coun-
tries, there was reason to
suspect that the State go-
vernment’s latest instruction
was nothing but a ploy to im-
plement the Act in a rounda-
bout way.

On May 28, The MHA em-
powered 13 more District
Collectors in Gujarat, Chhat-
tisgarh, Rajasthan, Haryana
and Punjab to grant citizen-
ship certificates to applicants
belonging to the six com-
munities under Section 5 (re-
gistration) and Section 6
(naturalisation) of the Citi-
zenship Act, 1955. Earlier in
2016, 16 Collectors were
granted such powers that
was extended again in 2018.

Citizenship is a Home Mi-
nistry subject but it can dele-
gate powers to States for
specific objective.

Though the precise num-
ber of such migrants who
availed the LTV and are eligi-
ble for citizenship is not
known, officials estimate the
number to be around two
lakh.

the deceased employees are
released to their families ex-
peditiously,” the advisory
said.

Family pension

Stating that the completion
of the process for sanction of
family pension and its dis-
bursement through the bank
could take some time, the
department cited provisions
under Rule 80-A of the Cen-
tral Civil Service (Pension)
Rules, 1972, that provided
for payment of provisional
family pension and also pro-
visional death gratuity,
pending issue of the Pension
Payment Order (PPO).

The advisory urged all Mi-
nistries to strictly comply
with an earlier order calling
for sanction of provisional
family pension by the Head
of Office immediately on re-
ceipt of a claim for family
pension and death certifi-

cate from the eligible family
member, without waiting for
forwarding of the family
pension case to Pay & Ac-
counts Office (PAO).

Rule 80-A provides for
payment of provisional
death gratuity by the Head
of Office once the family
pension/death gratuity case
has been forwarded to the
PAO.

Regular pension
“Simultaneously, action may
be taken on priority basis for
disbursement of regular fa-
mily pension through the
bank and for payment of
other entitlements of the fa-
mily on death of the govern-
ment servant. It may be en-
sured that the PPO for family
pension is issued and disbur-
sement of regular family
pension is commenced by
the bank not later than one
month after the receipt of
the claim for family pen-
sion,” the communication
said.

Ready reckoners

To facilitate expeditious dis-
bursement of all the entitle-
ments of the family on death
of a government servant,
two separate ready reckon-
ers were sent to all Minis-
tries to calculate the pension
and other terminal benefits
for employees under the Old
Pension Scheme and the Na-
tional Pension System, the
sources added.

Ministry’s advisory highly
bureaucratic, says Brinda

It is questionable in its intent’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)
is a universalised pro-
gramme for any adult living
in rural areas who is willing
to do manual work, and law
can’t be reinterpreted to in-
troduce a policy of divisible
allocations by social catego-
ries, CPI(M) Polit Bureau
member Brinda Karat has
said in a letter to Union Ru-
ral Development Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar.

The Rural Development
Ministry has issued an advi-
sory to the States asking
them to ensure social cate-
gorisation in every aspect of
the implementation of the
law— from the projected ex-
penditure for anticipated
demand among SC/ST hou-
seholds in the Labour bud-
get, to separate State level
accounting for wage pay-
ments to SC and ST catego-
ries, to utilisation certifi-
cates and so on.

The advisory is question-
able in its intent and highly
bureaucratic in its concep-
tion, Ms. Karat wrote. “The
MNREGA is a universalized
programme for any adult
living in rural India who is

»

Brinda Karat

willing to do manual work.
The budgetary provisions
are made for the implemen-
tation of the law as a whole.
Thus, this cannot be deter-
mined by any new interpre-
tations of the law to intro-
duce a policy of divisible
allocations by social catego-
ries, which is what the advi-
sory appears to be,” she stat-
ed. The Ministry had
indicated that the categori-
sation could be linked to
budget allocation. And the
changes have been made
without holding any consul-
tations, she pointed out.
The main issue at present
was the lack of work availa-
ble under MGNREGA. “The
average days of work in
April-May this year of just 20
days per household is less
than last year,” she said.
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Serum Institute gets DCGI's

U.S. vaccine gift’ may not be substantial -

2-3 million doses expected; Centre welcomes lifting of restrictions on vaccine ingredient exports

SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI

The government on Friday
welcomed the U.S. decision
to lift restrictions under its
Defence Production Act on
the export of vaccine ingre-
dients to AstraZeneca vac-
cine manufacturers world-
wide, which would help the
Serum Institute of India pro-
duce more doses.

However, Washington’s
announcement of gifting In-
dia and dozens of other
countries with a first tranche
of 25 million doses of assort-
ed American vaccines could
run into regulatory delays, as
issues of indemnity and
authorisation have not been
resolved at present.

“Indian diplomacy is fo-
cussed on securing the vac-
cine supply chain,” said Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar, who had raised
the issue of easing U.S. ex-
ports of vaccine ingredients
and components to India
during his visit to Washing-
ton last week. On Thursday,
the U.S. White House an-
nounced that it was relaxing

export restrictions for U.S.
companies to supply manu-
facturers of AstraZeneca, No-
vavax, and Sanofi vaccines.

“This policy change will
hopefully increase the sup-
ply of raw materials globally
and to India; boosting our
vaccine production capacity
and strengthening our unit-
ed fight against this pandem-
ic,” tweeted SII CEO Adar
Poonawalla, thanking Mr.
Jaishankar and U.S. Presi-
dent Joseph Biden for the
move.

While the government
said the U.S.’s decision on
vaccine ingredients was a big
relief, officials questioned
whether the U.S. govern-
ment’s other big announce-
ment of plans to gift 25 mil-
lion doses of Pfizer, Moderna
and Johnson & Johnson vac-
cines would have a major im-
pact, as it is not expected to
be a substantial number.

According to the White
House “Factsheet” on re-
gional distribution, India is
one of 16 Asian countries
that will receive a total of se-
ven million (70 lakh) vac-

Vital vials: As more raw materials come in, the Sl aims to ramp
up production capacity to 10 crore doses a month. =ap

cines, and also part of a
grouping of another 13 high
priority countries that would
receive a total of six million
vaccines.

Supply of doses
“As a result, India’s dose will
not be more than about two
to three million doses in to-
tal,” estimated one govern-
ment official, pointing out
that India is vaccinating
about 2.8 million people a
day at present.

It is also unclear how

CBSE panel to give report on

evaluation method in 10 days

12-member committee will decide on assessment criteria

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Central Board of Secon-
dary Education (CBSE) has
set up a 12-member commit-
tee to decide on assessing
Class 12 students in the wake
of cancellation of the board
examinations. The panel
would submit a report with-
in 10 days, a notification is-
sued by the board on Friday
said.

The notification, signed
by CBSE’s controller of ex-
aminations Sanyam Bhard-
waj, said steps were being ta-
ken “to compile the results
of Class 12 students as per a
well-defined objective crite-
ria in a time-bound manner.”
The panel includes Dr.
Bhardwaj himself.

Vipin Kumar, Joint Secre-
tary from the Education Mi-
nistry’s Department of

I

The CBSE has cancelled the
Class 12 final exams.

School Education, will be
part of the panel, along with
the Kendriya Vidyalaya San-
gathan and the Navodaya Vi-
dyalaya Samiti.

As Delhi government
schools are all affiliated to
the CBSE, a representative
from the State government’s
Directorate of Education will
be a part of the panel, along
with a representative from

AAI proposes salary

JAGRITI CHANDRA

NEW DELHI

Steeped in losses due to the
impact of COVID-19, the Air-
ports Authority of India (AAI)
has proposed a slew of mea-
sures, including salary and
allowances’ deferral, and re-
vocation of certain perks, be-
sides seeking financial sup-

port from the government.
Due to the fall in traffic at
various airports, the AAI has
incurred losses for the first
time since its inception. It re-
gistered a 65% decline in its
revenue in financial year
2021, from 12,837 crore in
FY 2020 to 4,482 crore, re-
sulting in a loss of 32,814

the Chandigarh administra-
tion.

Two members will repre-
sent the CBSE schools, while
a representative from the
University Grants Commis-
sion will provide the per-
spective of higher education
institutions that use the
Class 12 results for admission
processes. The National
Council for Educational Re-
search and Training will also
have a representative on the
panel.

The board exams were
cancelled due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

The CBSE is considering
several proposals for alter-
native assessment, including
using internal assessment
and practical exam marks,
as well as using students’
performance from Class 9
onwards.

quickly these vaccines could
be distributed in India, given
procedures and approvals
required. In a notification on
June 1, the government
amended its previous order
of April 15, further easing the
Emergency Use Authorisa-
tion (EUA) trial and testing
requirements for all vaccines
that have received clearanc-
es from the U.S. FDA, WHO,
United Kingdom, Japan and
Europe.

However, the three Ameri-
can companies will still need

to apply for and be granted
the Authorisation. At pre-
sent, India has granted EUA
only for Covishield, Covaxin
and Russian-developed Sput-
nik, and according to a press
note by National Expert
Group on Vaccine Adminis-
tration for COVID-19 (NEG-
VAC) Chairman Dr Vinod
Paul last week, “No applica-
tion of any foreign manufac-
turer for approval is pending
with the drugs controller.”
Meanwhile, the issues ov-
er granting indemnities or a
waiver of liabilities in case of
adverse effects of the vac-
cines have not yet been re-
solved between the govern-
ment and U.S.
manufacturers. According to
MEA sources, the govern-
ment expects that Washing-
ton will help in ensuring that
the vaccines being gifted will
adhere to local regulations
on indemnity. The govern-
ment also hopes that the U.S.
will redouble efforts to dis-
burse the bigger tranche of
60 million AstraZeneca vac-
cines at the earliest, as these
have the approvals needed.

CBSE introduces coding,
data sciences as modules

They are offered for skill development

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Central Board of Secon-
dary Education (CBSE) has
introduced coding and data
sciences as skill modules in
its curriculum this year, in
collaboration with software
giant Microsoft.

This is in accordance with
last year’s National Educa-
tion Policy, which recom-
mended the introduction of
codingrelated  activities
from the middle school le-
vel, and also called for in-
creased integration of a va-
riety of skills into the school
syllabus.

Simple tools

The CBSE currently offers
nine such skill modules in
middle school, and up to 38
skill subjects for older class-
es. Coding is now being in-
troduced as a skill module
with a duration of 12 hours

for Classes 6-8. “The idea is
to simplify the coding learn-
ing experience by nurturing
design thinking, logical flow
of ideas and apply this
across the disciplines. The
foundations laid in the early
years will help the students
to build the competencies in
the area of Al, Data Sciences
and other disciplines,” said
the notification sent to all
CBSE schools on June 3.

Noting the importance of
giving students a solid foun-
dation on data science and
technology, a skill module
of 12 hours’ duration has
been introduced for Class 8
students, along with a more
in-depth skill subject in
Classes 9 -12.

The CBSE announced
that it would waive the ap-
plication fee for schools
which wish to introduce
these subjects from Class 11
onwards.

deferral, revocation of perks

crore as compared to a profit
of 1,985 crore.

At a meeting with the em-
ployees union and eight oth-
er staff associations on
Thursday, the management
proposed salary deferral, ac-
cording to those who were
part of the discussion. It sug-
gested delaying payment of

Opposition leaders question
Jagan, Pataiks letters to CMs

Jairam Ramesh says they should instead ask the PM

SOBHANA K. NAIR
NEW DELHI

Opposition leaders remain
sceptical about the recent
letters written by Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister Ja-
ganmohan Reddy and Od-
isha Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik to other Chief Minis-
ters criticising the Centre’s
vaccination policy.

Unlike Kerala Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vijayan and his
Jharkhand counterpart He-
mant Soren’s letters, where
they demanded universally
free vaccines, both Mr. Red-
dy and Mr. Patnaik have li-
mited themselves to supply
side problems and demand-
ed that the Centre should
handle the procurement. Mr
Patnaik said the global ma-
nufacturers were looking at
the Union government for
clearances and assurances.
Mr. Reddy was more upfront
in conceding that the global
tender floated by the Andhra
government did not receive
any bidders because the sit-
uation had been reduced to
“centre vs state”. “The deci-
sion of giving the States a
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larger say in the vaccination
procurement was something
that was unwarranted,” Mr.
Reddy wrote.

Mr. Patnaik talked about
arriving at a “consensus”,
while Mr. Reddy wrote about
the necessity to speak in
“one voice”.

Senior Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh has ques-
tioned both the Chief Minis-
ters asking them to question
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi instead of writing to
fellow Chief Ministers.

To Mr. Reddy, he said, “All
I ask Jagan is: who made the
vaccine issue Union vs
States? Who unilaterally de-
cided the Union govt will ab-
dicate vaccinating 18-44 year
olds? Why weren’t states
consulted before this policy
was rolled out? Why don’t
you ask the PM these
questions?”

For Mr. Patnaik also, Mr.
Ramesh had a similar res-
ponse. “It’s all very well for
Odisha CM to write to all
CMs, but why can’t he write
to PM & persuade him? After
all, BJD has always support-

»

ed BJP in Parliament for past
7 years. Several like-minded
parties have already written
to PM earlier asking for pro-
curement of vaccines by Un-
ion Govt,” he tweeted.

The Opposition scepti-
cism also stems from the fact
that both the BJD and the
Congress have often found
themselves on the BJP side
on critical issues in Parlia-
ment.

CPI(M) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury said that
both Mr. Patnaik and Mr.
Reddy, along with other
Chief Ministers, should en-
sure that the Centre is not al-
lowed to abdicate its ele-
mentary responsibility. “So
far the BJD and the YSR Con-
gress have supported the BJP
government in Parliament.
Now it is up to them to put
pressure on the Centre to
conduct free and universal
vaccination.”

CPI general secretary D
Raja said, “I believe both the
Chief Ministers should take
an unambiguous position
and question the failure of
the Union government.”

allowances comprising 35%
of the salary till next year,
discontinuation of payment
for overtime and a review of
the leave encashment policy.

Staff salaries constitute the
biggest chunk of expenditure
incurred by the public sector
undertaking at 50% of the to-
tal costs.

In its response to the man-
agement, the employees’ un-
ion has submitted its recom-
mendations, which include
recovering dues from airlines
and airport operators, and
suspending capital expendi-
ture on infrastructure, in-
cluding on Regional Connec-
tivity Scheme airports.

nod to produce Sputnik V

The output will be analysed at the Hadapsar facility in Pune

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The DCGI has granted per-
mission to the Serum Insti-
tute of India (SII) to manu-
facture the Sputnik
COVID-19 vaccine in India
for examination, test and
analysis with certain condi-
tions, official sources said on
Friday.

The Pune-based firm has
collaborated with Gamaleya
Research Institute of Epide-
miology and Microbiology,
Moscow in Russia for deve-
loping Sputnik V at its li-
censed Hadapsar facility.
“The DCGI has granted per-
mission to the Serum Insti-
tute to manufacture the
Sputnik COVID-19 vaccine in
India for examination, test
and analysis at its licensed
Hadapsar facility with cer-
tain conditions,” an official
source said.

The company had submit-
ted an application to the
DCGI in this regard on
Thursday. According to the

Stranded
foreigners’
visa extended

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Home Ministry has ex-
tended the visa of foreign-
ers stranded in India till Au-
gust 31, a statement said.
Foreigners would not be
charged any amount as a
renewal fee or overstay pe-
nalty.

The Ministry stated that
as commercial flight opera-
tions had been suspended
on account of the COVID-19
pandemic since March
2020, a number of foreign
nationals who had arrived
in India before March 2020
on valid visas had been
stranded here.

It said that in the light of
non-resumption of com-
mercial flight operations, it
had been decided that the
visa or stay stipulation pe-
riod of such foreign nation-
als stranded in India would
be considered as deemed
to be valid till August 31.
They will not be required to
submit any application to
the FRRO/FRO concerned
for extension of their visas.

The Sl will have to submit
several documents before
manufacturing Sputnik V.

four conditions set by the
DCGI, the Serum Institute
will have to submit a copy of
the agreement between it
and the Gamaleya Research
Institute of Epidemiology
and Microbiology for transf-
er of cell bank and virus
stock and a copy of agree-
ment for technology transfer
with Gamaleya.

Further, the SII has to
submit a copy of the RCGM
permission to import cell
bank and virus stock and a
copy of the RCGM permis-
sion to initiate research and
development of viral vector
vaccine Sputnik V, the sourc-

es said. This licence, unless
suspended or revoked, will
be enforced for a period of
three years from the date of
its issuance on June 4.

The SII on May 18 had also
applied to the Review Com-
mittee on Genetic Manipula-
tion (RCGM), Department of
Biotechnology seeking clea-
rance for import of strains/
seed lots and cell banks, and
for carrying out research
and development, the offi-
cial sources said.

The RCGM has raised
some queries over SII’s ap-
plication and has sought a
copy of material transfer
agreement between the
Pune-based firm and the Ga-
maleya Research Institute of
Epidemiology and Micro-
biology.

Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories
is currently supplying Sput-
nik V in India.

The SII plans to seek res-
tricted emergency use per-
mission of the vaccine in In-
dia.

Now, Mamata’s picture

on vaccine certificates
They were issued by the Bengal govt.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

As the vaccination drive
picks up in West Bengal,
now certificates of CO-
VID-19 vaccination issued
by West Bengal Health De-
partment have a photo-
graph of Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee.

The certificates issued by
State government’s vaccina-
tion on wheels initiative,
where a bus has been con-
verted into a mobile vacci-
nation centre, have Ms. Ba-
nerjee's photograph.

Along with the picture,
the certificate has slogan
“Be Alert, Be Safe” in both
Bengali and English.

Vaccination certificates
have carried photographs
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, which in the past was
criticised by Trinamool
Congress.

Minister and chairperson
of Board of Administrators
Kolkata Municipal Corpora-
tion Firhad Hakim defend-
ed the move saying that

Mamata Banerjee

there is nothing wrong in
having photograph of the
head of State on certificate.

Bhatariya Janata Party
(BJP) State spokesperson Sa-
mik Bhattacharya said that
the Trinamool Congress
wants to project that the
place that our Prime Minis-
ter holds in our parliamen-
tary democracy can be re-
placed by the Chief
Minister. The Trinamool
Congress and the BJP lea-
dership also sparred over
the GST (Goods and Service
Tax) on vaccines by the
Centre.

Request for Proposal (RFP) for selection of bus operator for procurement, installation,
peration & maii of fully built AC Electric Buses on Gross Cost Contract Model.

APSRTC invites e-Tenders with reverse auction from the interested, qualified Bidders/
Consortiums for procurement, installation, operation & maintenance of operator owned
9M/12M Fully built AC Electric Buses 350 nos in 5 cities (lots) for operation in scheduled
routes of APSRTC on Gross Cost Contract model under Phase-ll of FAME India
Scheme (1) Interested parties may download RFP and Concession Agreement from
website http://www.mstcecommerce.com/eproc from 05.06.2021 onwards. (2) Last date
for submission of e-Bids 14.06.2021 by 17.00 Hrs. (3) Reverse bidding will be on 23.06.2021
from 11.00 Hrs to 16.00 Hrs. (4) Technical Bids shall be submitted both online and offline and
price Bids shall be submitted online only in the portal https://www.mstcecommerce.com/eproc.
(5) For full details visit our website http://www.apsrtc.ap.gov.in (6) APSRTC reserves the right
to cancel the notification without assigning any reason.

Bid notice No : APSRTC/C&B-01/2021-22-MED

Sd/- Chief Mechanical Engineer (C&B)

(-

Kempegowda
INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT
BENGALURU

Name and Address of the entity seeking Proposal:
BANGALORE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT LIMITED
Administration Block,

Kempegowda International Airport, Devanahalli
BANGALORE 560 300

Web: www.bengaluruairport.com

NOTICE FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (“EOI”)

S.No. | Title of package Short description of scope of work
Design and o i
construction of Built to suite barrack type bachelor
1 Phase 2 CISF accommodation for approximate 1200
dati CISF personnel in the vicinity of the
a;ztf)::::;eaNf?. Airport on rental” for Kempegowda
** | International Airport, Bengaluru.
BIAL/EOI/11 P 9

Information on the EOI can be obtained from the BIAL website
www.hengaluruairport.com (https://www.hengaluruairport.com/corporate/
engage-with-us/tenders.html). Bidding for this Project is through e-
tendering. Applicants shall register on https://www.bialtenders.in/ as per
the e-Tendering instructions provided with the information document.
Applicants shall view / download the EOl document from
https://www.bialtenders.in/ (event id: 1593) from 0900 hrs IST on 5"
June, 2021 to 2000 hrs IST on 15" June, 2021. Response to EOl must
be submitted by uploading supporting documents online at
https://www.bialtenders.in/ on or before 1600 hrs IST on 19" June, 2021.
Consortium/joint venture participation is permitted.

Note: Any Further Addendums to this EOI shall be made available in
https://www.bialtenders.in/ (eventid: 1593)

For further information/clarification, write back to us addressing to:
HEAD - PROCUREMENT & CONTRACTS
BANGALORE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT LIMITED
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
Kempegowda International Airport, Devanahalli, Bengaluru - 560 300
Contact person email: ramesh.hegde@bialairport.com
Phone No: 95388 82203 | www.bengaluruairport.com

i

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, SOUTHERN (R&B) CIRCLE, BERHAMPUR
Phone: 0680-2281582, FAX : 0680-2281582, e-mail: sescpwd@yahoo.co.in

INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB) [e-Procurement]

. Nature of work

. No. of work

. Tender Cost

. Class of Contractor

. Availability of Bid document
in the website.

7. Date of Opening of Bid

o0 A WN

ARG R I TR S G T B L R V{1 YA ¥ No.1302//Dated:26.05.2021

1. The Superintending Engineer, Southern (R&B) Circle, Berhampur on behalf of Governor of Odisha
invites percentage rate bid in double cover systemin ONLINE MODE from eligible contractors for
construction of Road / Building Works as detailed in the table below.

: Road / Building Works
: 06 Nos.

: Rs.10,000/- (online)

: “B”,“A” & Special Class

: From17.06.2021 10.00 AM to 01.07.2021 4.00 PM

: 02.07.2021 at11.30 A.M.

8. The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details can be seen from the website
https://tendersorissa.gov.in.

9. Any Addendum/ Corrigendum/ Cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said website only.
Sd/- Superintending Engineer, Southern (R&B) Circle, Berhampur.

OIPR-34103/11/0001/2122

No. 4929

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM

| TSM, Bhubaneswar,

Basis.

R-04

TCT-COOD-SCH-0047-2020
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR DEVELOPMENT AND OPERATION

OF PASSENGER ROPEWAYS AT SELECTED TOURIST LOCATIONS
OF ODISHA ON DBFOT BASIS

Department of Tourism (DoT), Govt of Odisha invites application for
Expression of Interest for Development And Operation Of Passenger
Ropeways At Selected Tourist Locations Of Odisha On DBFOT

The Proposals in the given format shall be submitted to Director, Tourism,
Paryatan Bhawan, Lewis Road, Bhubaneswar-751014 on or before
05.07.2021 upto 11:00 Hrs.

The detail terms of Eol may be downloaded from our website
: https://dot.odishatourism.gov.in/?q=tender
Director, Tourism

Dt. 04.06.2021

OIPR-37001/11/0006/2122 ud

3 MP POORV KSHETRA VIDYUT VITARAN CO. LTD 7

BLOCK NO.8, SHAKTI BHAWAN, RAMPUR, JABALPUR (M.P.)
CIN: U40109MP2002SGC015120
Tel No:0761 2702473, e-mail : cepurez@yahoo.in

TENDER NOTICE

No. CGM/PUR/EZ/GM-I/11/199

Online Tenders are invited for following services:-

Ao

Jabalpur, dtd:-21.05.2021

Sr. Tender APPROX. VALUE | TENDER FEE Due date & time of

No.| Specification No. NAME OF ITEMS (Rs. in Lakhs) (in Rs) opening of tender online (*)

1. | TS No. 1137  |Engagement of Payment Service 1215.40 11,800.00 18/06/2021
Provider (PSP) for online collection

(E-Tender No.
2021_PKVVC_
143473_1)

of energy bills of LT and HT Consumers of the Company and Charges against other
services through various Digital modes of payment including Bharat Bill Payment System
(BBPS) of NPCI

For other details visit our website- www.mpez.co.in & mptenders.gov.in

'SAVE ELECTRICITY’

CGM (PURCHASE)

A ND-NDE
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HC rejects plea seeking
de-recognition of YSRCP
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Friday rejected Anna YSR
Congress's petition seeking
withdrawal of the status of
the Yuvajana Sramika Rythu
Congress Party (YSRCP) as a
“recognised party"” and to
de-register it for using the
'YSR Congress Party’
abbreviation.

Militants attack CRPF
vehicle in Kashmir
SRINAGAR

Militants on Friday opened
fire on a vehicle of the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) in Budgam in central
Kashmir. The militants were
apparently hiding in a field.
The vehicle was on patrol
near Bilal Abad in Kralpora.
The police and the CRPF have
launched a joint operation in
the area.

Identify people
for Padma
awards: Centre

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Centre on Friday
asked the States to set up
search committees to find
talented people who could
be nominated for Padma
awards but have been left
out of consideration des-
pite their exceptional con-
tributions. The Narendra
Modi government has been
honouring many “unsung
heroes,” who are contri-
buting to society in diffe-
rent ways, with Padma
awards. The  Centre
opened the window for re-
ceiving applications on the
portal ‘padmaawards.go-
v.in’ from June 1 to Septem-
ber 15 for the awards to be
announced on the eve of
Republic Day 2022.

He moots virtual
hearing facility in
every courtroom

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Chief Justice of India,
N.V. Ramana, asked the Chief
Justices of High Courts to en-
sure that recommendations
for judicial appointments to
the High Courts reflect the
social diversity of the
country.

Chief Justice Ramana said
this during his first-ever live
and direct interaction with
High Court Chief Justices.
The discussion spanned two
days and four sessions. The
CJI also placed before the
Chief Justices of High Courts
the representations made by
various Bar bodies to include
lawyers primarily practising
in the Supreme Court in the

1

Crucial meet: Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana interacting
with Chief Justices of the High Courts. =spEciAL ARRANGEMENT

zone of consideration while
recommending the names of
judges for their High Courts.
The CJI also reminded the
Chief Justices to expedite the
process of filling up vacan-
cies, particularly in the High
Courts. This was a follow up
to the letter the CJI had writ-
ten to the CJs of High Courts
in the first week of May.
During the interaction,
the Chief Justice of Madras

HC imposes fine on
Juhi Chawla in 5G case

Court says the
plea was a
‘publicity stunt’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on Fri-
day rejected Bollywood ac-
tor Juhi Chawla’s suit against
the rollout of 5G technology
in India, terming it a “pu-
blicity stunt” done without
any personal knowledge of
the issue.

Justice J.R. Midha also im-
posed a cost of 320 lakh on
the petitioners — Ms. Chaw-
la, Veeresh Malik and Teena
Vachani - for wasting the
court’s time.

“The plaint is stuffed with
unnecessary, scandalous,
frivolous and vexatious
averments which are liable

SC seeks response on
Asaram Bapu’s plea

He sought treatment near Haridwar

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day asked the Rajasthan go-
vernment to respond to a
plea by Asaram Bapu, who
is serving a life sentence in
sexual assault cases, for per-
mission to undergo treat-
ment at an ayurvedic centre
near Haridwar in Uttarak-
hand.

The top court, however,
observed orally that it was
not inclined to grant interim
bail by suspending the self-
styled godman’s sentence
for two months to enable
him to get “holistic” treat-
ment at a medical centre of
his choice.

“Issue notice [to Rajas-

than government],” a Bench
led by Justice B.R. Gavai di-
rected. The court listed the
case for hearing on
Tuesday.

Several cases
In April 2018, the Jodhpur
court had sentenced Asa-
ram to life imprisonment af-
ter finding him guilty of rap-
ing a girl at his ashram in
2013. He was also convicted
in a 2002 rape case and sen-
tenced to 20 years in prison.
Asaram is also facing a
rape case in Surat in Guja-
rat. He was arrested in In-
dore and brought to Jodh-
pur on September 1, 2013.
He was under judicial custo-
dy since September 2, 2013.

Juhi Chawla

to be struck down,” the
court said. The petitioners
admitted to having know-
ledge with regard to only
certain paragraphs of the
petition, and a major por-
tion of it was “based on in-
formation and legal advice”.
It also issued a contempt
notice to an unidentified
person who disrupted the
online hearing on Wednes-
day by singing hit songs
from Ms. Chawla’s movies.

SCrejects plea
against HC
order on scribe

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day rejected an appeal filed
by a 22-year-old woman
against a Delhi High Court
(HC) order granting antici-
patory bail to a Mumbai
journalist whom she had
accused of rape.

The court said it found
no reason to interfere with
the HC’s order of May 13
protecting journalist Varun
Hiremath from arrest.
“The question is of normal
human conduct ... If a man
and woman are in a room,
the man makes a request
and the woman complies
with it, do we need to say
anything more?” the court
said at one point.

HC told the CJI about the vac-
cine hesitancy seen in some
areas of the State. The Chief
Justice of the Madras High
Court, however, conveyed
his satisfaction with the
cooperation given by the Ta-
mil Nadu government in the
vaccination drive.

The session also saw the
CJI convey to the Chief Justic-
es his vision to draw from
the experience of the pan-

Expedite process of filling up
judicial vacancies, CJI tells CJs

demic and build modern,
self-contained courts with a
permanent facility to hold
virtual hearings in every
courtroom. He reiterated his
wish to create a National Jud-
icial Infrastructure Corpora-
tion and take forward a “na-
tion plan” for judicial
infrastructure.

The High Court Chief Jus-
tices also flagged the appa-
rent “digital divide” seen in
rural and tribal areas. They
said the lack of digital con-
nectivity had impacted judi-
cial functioning. A proposal
for mobile video conferenc-
ing vans was discussed.
Chief Justice Ramana as-
sured the High Courts that
the Supreme Court would
take up with the Centre the
highlighted issues regarding
sufficient vaccine supply,
connectivity and court in-
frastructure.

Twitter storm seeks chapter on
the northeast in NCERT books

YouTuber’s
remark triggers
online stir

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

A Punjab-based YouTuber’s
racial slur against an Aruna-
chal Pradesh MLA fuelled a
“know northeast” campaign
via a two-hour Twitter storm
on Friday.

Students, academics, pro-
fessionals, politicians and
activists across the eight
northeastern States — Aru-
nachal Pradesh, Assam, Ma-
nipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripu-
ra — bombarded the micro-
blogging site with #Achap-
terforNE and
#NortheastMatters  cam-
paigns from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

The campaign tagging
was aimed at pushing the
National Council of Educa-
tional Research and Training

Paras Singh

(NCERT) to include a com-
prehensive chapter on the
northeast. More than 25 stu-
dents’ organisations across
the region lent their support
to the campaign.
Assam-based student
Mayur Jyoti Kaushik, who is
behind the campaign, said
the region deserved a chap-
ter in NCERT textbooks as a
primer for students elsewh-
ere in the country to know
basic geography, history,
ethnicity, culture and the lif-

INS Sandhayak decommissioned

The hydrographic
survey ship was
built indigenously

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Hydrographic survey ship
INS Sandhayak, the first of
its class indigenously de-
signed and built, was decom-
missioned after 40 years of
service, at the Naval Dock-
yard Visakhapatnam on Fri-
day in a low-key event at-
tended only by in-station
officers and sailors, in line
with COVID-19 protocols.

At sunset, the Naval En-
sign and the Commissioning
Pennant were brought down
for the last time onboard INS
Sandhayak in the presence
of Vice Adm A.B. Singh, Flag
Officer =~ Commanding-in-
Chief (FOC-in-C), Eastern Na-
val Command (ENC), symbo-

Brick kiln

Volunteers and
administration
facilitate travel

SATYASUNDAR BARIK
BHUBANESWAR

In his decade-long annual
migration to outside States
for working in brick-kilns,
Haladhar Thapa, a worker
from Odisha’s Balangir dis-
trict, has perhaps for the first
time returned home with a
sense of dignity.

Often packed like sardines
in unreserved train compart-
ments, Mr. Thapa’s travel
back home used to be as ex-
ploitative as were his work-
ing conditions in brick-kilns.
This year, however, may be
an exception.

With the second wave of
the COVID-19 pandemic dis-
rupting lives everywhere,

Bidding adieu: The ship was in service for 40 years and had
participated in many significant operations. =riLe PHOTO

lising the decommissioning,
a Navy statement said.

The ship was conceptual-
ised by the then Chief Hy-
drographer to the Govern-
ment of India, Rear Adm FL
Fraser, who had a strong de-
sire for indigenously de-
signed and built hydrograph-
ic survey vessels in India, the
Navy said. The design was fi-
nalised by Naval Headquar-
ters and the construction be-

gan at Garden Reach Ship
Builders Limited (GRSE) Kol-
kata (then Calcutta) by laying
the keel in 1978. The ship
was commissioned into the
Navy on February 26, 1981,
by Vice Adm M.K. Roy, then
FOC-in-C, ENC.

“Since  commissioning,
the ship has been the alma
mater, nurturing the hydrog-
raphers of the Navy and lay-
ing the foundation for a com-

plete hydrographic coverage
of the peninsular waters,”
the Navy said. Also, the suc-
cess of her design paved the
way for all the survey ships
in various modifications till
recently, it stated. It said the
ship had undertaken approx-
imately 200 major hydro-
graphic surveys and numer-
ous minor surveys in both
the east and west coasts of
the country, the Andaman
seas and neighbouring coun-
tries too.

The ship has also been an
active participant in many
significant operations such
as Op Pawan (assisting the
Indian Peace Keeping Force
in Sri Lanka in 1987), Op Sa-
rong, and Op Rainbow (ren-
dering humanitarian assis-
tance post 2004 Tsunami)
and participated in the mai-
den joint Indo-US HADR Ex-
ercise ‘Tiger-Triumph’.

estyle of the people of the
northeastern States.

“If all in the region unite
for this, we can ask the Un-
ion Ministry of Education to
include a chapter so that our
counterparts beyond the re-
gion do not grow up igno-
rant about the Northeast
and make comments like the
YouTuber,” he said.

YouTuber Paras Singh
was arrested and brought to
Arunachal Pradesh capital
Itanagar on May 27 for call-
ing Congress MLA and form-
er MP Ninong Ering and the
people of the State “Chi-
nese”. The YouTuber had
ridiculed the MLA for ap-
pealing to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to ban Battle-
grounds Mobile India, a var-
iant of PUBG.

As punishment, the Aru-
nachal Pradesh police have
been teaching geography,
history and other aspects of
the State to the YouTuber.

Villagers, cow
transporters
clash, one dies

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW

A person was killed and
five others were injured af-
ter a group of persons tran-
sporting cows from Bu-
landshahr to Mewat in
Haryana allegedly clashed
with villagers near Mathura
in Uttar Pradesh, police
said on Friday.

Six persons were tran-
sporting cows in a light
truck to Mewat in Haryana,
when they were confront-
ed by villagers in the Kosi
Kalan area of Mathura, said
police. One person, Shera,
said to be among those
transporting the cows,
died on the spot, said
Shrish Chandra, Superin-
tendent of Police (Rural),
Mathura.

owners help Odisha workers return home

Safe journey: A group of migrant workers upon their arrival
from Telangana. =sPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

brick kiln operators have
funded train fares for mi-
grant workers to travel back
home. Masks, sanitisers and
food packets have also been
provided to them. Learning
from the workers’ traumatic
experience during the first
wave, some voluntary organ-
isations, brick kiln owners
and State government offi-
cials had planned for the re-

turn of workers. “A fortnight
ago, I had booked tickets for
42 workers from Hyderabad
to different districts of Od-
isha. They left for home on
June 1. They should not con-
tract the virus during their
travel. We wanted these
workers to come back and
work with us again,” said
Kondappa Naidu, who oper-
ates a brick kiln in Telanga-

na. Mr. Naidu admitted that
this was the first time he had
booked tickets for workers
employed by him.

This time, keeping in
mind the vulnerability of
workers, labour activists be-
gan consultations with brick-
kiln operators in Tamil Nadu
and Telangana in advance.
“By the first week of May,
workers had become desper-
ate to return home. Howev-
er, Odisha’s second wave of
COVID-19 was peaking
around that time,” said Umi
Daniel of Aide et Action. “We
motivated them to stay back
in brick kilns, which are a lit-
tle safer as they are situated
in isolated locations, for
some more time,” he said.
After rounds of discussions
with brick kiln owners, it was
agreed that train fare would
be funded. Districts adminis-

trations back in Odisha were
informed in advance about
the workers’ return.

As of now, 300 workers
have returned by travelling
in reserved compartments.
They were tested at tempor-
ary medical centres. Around
3,000 workers are expected
to come back home via simi-
lar arrangements by June 15.
Volunteers are constantly
keeping in touch with the
workers.

“A system has also been
put in place to monitor their
health status at their villages.
Some alert workers have
been given guidance over the
phone to identify COVID-19
symptoms. They are expect-
ed to inform the nearest go-
vernment authorities if
anyone develops such symp-
toms,” said Jyoti Prakash
Brahma, another activist.
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Locked up at home, feeling down?
Lock your answers down pat online!
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28 Head off to travel after home is run down (9) ?
16 17 18 E
= DOWN 3 68
1 Harry's son left England (6) E
I 20 1 > >3 2 One getting carpet to fly around these days! (8) 2 8 3 é
3 No sex — am a government agent rejecting scandal (10) §
4 Various birds looking for fish (6) 6 7 2 1 E
24 25 26 5 Fond of an idly, every once in a while? (2,3,3) DIFFICULTY RATING- I - 2 A =
6 Swear in the middle of discussion (4) .
7 Bucket of kippers?? Interplanetary blistering barnacles!! Lubberly,
27 28 earthworm-like starters! (6) Solution to puzzle 13265 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
8 Carried by 10, having additional bulk? (8) SITIRTUTCTKI TSTTIRIATPIPTEID
15 Mending tool with tip of glass used in gardening, possibly (7,3) Z 5 2 - E | i 3 - z - g - ; g g % 2 g 15 ?g g—
m ACROSS 16 Ipa I<.ind of rhythmic fs_ashion, an animal climbing upon another of NTTETTENTRE s ol T T TE 91 4 6 2 3 ? 85
9 Naughtily erotic, can create an increase in size (9) 17 l)ltjsct;:dha_dvae:/icaebzztl:%:3)(8) 2 HEE f_\ . i £ C 2 z 2 ﬁ I $ 3[415(7 CIFIGEIR
10 Couple of nuns cited after taking clothes off (5) Rlofo|T| |o|sS|T|R[A[C[I[S[M 3
11 Go back inside with wisdom o00zing (7) 18 Label oddly lacking on unopened aromatic compound jars (8) [ [V _ /(i _ 2 _ 8 - E n ; | i 6291134857 :
12 One might be attached to a horse: keeps blabbering about 20 Columns or rows displaying possible impact of loss? (6) C > E T [sl lol [s s11718112/5/6/9 43 ‘
hugging horse’s back! (7) 21 Whistle after toilet, wiping bottom and behind (6) Hlo[N[els|TI JalD[E[]UlA[TIE] | 4 9, 6 3 1|2 5 7 8 i
13 Dada, perhaps, returning after getting old, for some more (5) 23 Advertisement says electricity’s initially included in rent (6) e e e g e 25 7/9/8/8/4/3]1
14 Defender at front turns late to block attempt of extremely poor 25 Indian bird, mostly gets garlic, perhaps (4) E . ? : <T> . [E) _ E - ? - : . # 1.3/8/5/47/2/9/6]
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Nammazhvar’s uniqueness

Nammazhvar is unique in many ways. He helped in the re-
discovery of the Divya Prabandham. When Nathamuni
heard pilgrims from Melkote sing Nammazhvar’s verses, he
set off to discover the Divya Prabandham. Secondly, other
Azhvars did not mention their names in their verses. So if
some other Azhvar’s verses had been sung by the pilgrims,
Nathamuni would not have had a clue about the authorship,
said M.A. Venkatakrishnan in a discourse. Thirumangai Azh-
var also mentioned his name at the end of each set of verses.
But he did not say that that set was part of a thousand vers-
es. Whereas, Nammazhvar concludes each decad by saying
that these ten verses were composed by Kurugur Sadagopan
(Nammazhvar), and that these were part of the thousand
verses which he had composed. So at the end of every de-
cad, we get to know that there were thousand verses in his

Thiruvaimozhi.

There are more causes to celebrate Nammazhvar. When
Nathamuni went to Kurugur, he met one who had come in
the tradition of Madurakavi Azhvar. Madurakavi was the on-
ly one whose verses in the Divya Prabandham are not about
Lord Narayana, but are about his Acharya Nammazhvar.
When Nathamuni recited the eleven verses of Madurakavi
before the Nammazhvar shrine in Kurugur, Nammazhvar
gave him knowledge of not only his own works, but of the
entire divine output of the Azhvars.

Nammazhvar’s works give us the essence of the Vedas.
His verses are recited in temples during utsavas, and Kam-
ban says that if not for such recitation, what is the charm in
utsavas? Vedanta Desika says that with the help of Nam-
mazhvar’s works, we understand the esoteric meaning of

the Vedas.
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SPIT TAKE

The dance of

ic therapy in Kerala, and with re-
newed vigour, set a date in August
2005. She chose Hallandale Beach,
Florida, as her venue. This did have
more than a bit to do with her ath-
imber, Natarajan (aptly named,
LOL), running a largish home for
seniors who’d fill up the back rows
of the auditorium. Alas, Hurricane
Katrina made landfall on that pre-
cise day. I prefer not to mention the
other dates of

Ambujam Mami’s aborted arange-
trams because they’re bound to
make us all revisit buried traumas.
Suffice it to say, her arangetram sa-
ga is the tragic version of Forrest
Gump.

Anyway, she is fighting fit now.
Twenty years of non-stop practise
have made her a Black Belt in Bha-
ratanatyam (there is a school offer-
ing one here, BTW) and Sundaram

Mama develop a per-

manent, if alarming, facial tic that
makes him look like Lalita Pawar.

All we are asking for is an outlay
of a mere $100, 000, jujube for so-
meone with $500 billion.

Don’t dismiss our proposal hasti-
ly, sirs, saying our ambitious yet
low-cost project has nothing to do
with any of the sectors you are in-
terested in. It does. More than you
can imagine.

Your interests lie in the energy,

development

Let’s not quibble over millions and billions,
but direct the greenbacks where it's needed

social infrastructure, manufactur-
ing, transport, food processing, wa-
ter, and sanitisation sectors, don’t
they? Any good arangetram re-
quires inputs from all these sectors.
Alot of energy will be required to
power the twinkling serial lights
on Ambujam Mami’s 40-foot
cut-out. Social infrastructure,

you say? What is an arange-

tram if not education, com-
munity, play, youth, re-
creation, sports, and

faith, all combined? As

for manufacturing, we

will be making cut-outs,

printing invites, tailor-

ing dresses, won’t we?

Don’t even make us ex-

Pride Month: The pandemic may be 'raining’ on parades,
but a mix of offline and online events are ensuring the
rainbow colours are visible across the globe. From Pride
Movie Nights in San Francisco, and Netflix's genre page, to
Instagram's partnership with The Queer Muslim Project.
The virtual community's Digital Pride Festival aims to
inspire creativity and self-care. @thequeermuslimproject

KRISHNA SHASTRI DEVULAPALLI ed in Secaucus, New Jersey,

makes my proposal that
much more poignant.
Getting right to it, if
you have read my pre-
vious columns, you
may be aware of Ambu-
jam Mami. Now, seren-
dipitously, her second
daughter lives in New
Jersey. This brings us
to my proposal: lend-
ing your support to

Dear Landomus Realty Ventures,
Let me tell you how delighted I
am on seeing your heart-warming
ad in a prominent newspaper ad-
dressing our leadership. Your de-
sire to invest $500 billion in our
country’s National Infrastructure
Pipeline (NIP) couldn’t have come
at a better time. Your dream of mak-
ing India a global destination by
supporting the completion of pro-

jects in energy, social infrastruc- completing Mami’s plain transport, food
ture, manufacturing, etc, is indeed long-delayed arange- processing, water, and
commendable. tram project. sanitisation, okay? Peo-

While our indefatigable leaders A little back story here. ple will travel to the ve-

may take some time to get back to
you regarding your exciting offer,
considering how busy they are
now, as a dynamic, atmanirbhar ci-
tizen of New India, I have taken the

Mami’s arangetram was
originally scheduled to be

held at NJ’s own legendary
State Theatre on September 12,
2001. Invites were sent out, videog-

nue, eat processed food,
drink water, and go to the

loo. All covered.
Looking forward to an early
response from you, sirs. Let’s

Naomi Osaka: The Japanese player didn't mince words liberty of responding to your letter  raphers were ready, caterers had make India great.
when she withdrew from the French Open, admitting to with a small project that you could made rava kesari with extra cash- Yours in anticipation,
“houts of depression” since she won the United States undertake in the interim. I assure ew. It was, as they say, all systems KSD

you, it will enhance your reputation
in no small way as a serious player
in the infrastructure field.

That your establishment is locat-

go. The previous day’s incident, un-
fortunately, put paid to Mami’s
dream. She recovered though, with
intense coconut-oil-based ayurved-

Open in 2018. There has been vitriol (as expected), but also
a large outpouring of support for the 23-year-old. The
leaders of the four Grand Slam tournaments have now
promised to address players' concerns about mental health.

Krishna Shastri Devulapalli is a satirist. He
has written four books and edited an
anthology.

= SREEJITH R KUMAR

P

Sleight of hand Nature fix

Around the world Rainbow moment

Trip with Alice

Guneet Monga as mentor

OTT update

As a shout out to Pride Month,
Fossil has reimagined its
Minimalist 40mm watch case as
a limited-edition with rainbow
indexes (%5,495). The strap
collection includes two
reversible colourways (%1,495)
featuring hues of the
transgender and rainbow flag.
Details: fossil.in. GAP has
unveiled 100% organic tees,
tie-dye hoodies, and more,
designed by artists within the
community (approx ¥2,000
onwards, gap.com), while
Coach encourages you to tote
your pride with their handbags
(%14,500, on coach.com).

Kids have the lockdown blues?
Theatre artiste Raell Padamsee
has a solution: a series of fun
Zoom workshops that explores
everything from Harry Potter to
Broadway. Kick things off on
Monday with a ‘Summer Cruise
with Drama'. Spread over 10
days, for children between ages
four and 13, the 'adventure’ trip
will take them on a virtual tour
of Shakespeare's Globe Theatre,
let them experience a Venetian
gondola ride, enact the history
of the Taj Mahal, and much
more. 11.20 am, 4.20 pm, and
5.40 pm. ¥4,300, on
in.bookmyshow.com

Go down the rabbit hole with
Alice. A theatrical, virtual
reality show at London's V&A
museum explores the "origins,
adaptations and reinventions"
of Lewis Carroll's surreal classic
over the last 157 years. £20, on
vam.ac.uk. Closer home, Daniel
Fernandes is ready with a new
set of jokes — a mix of scripted
and interactive stand-up —on a
live Zoom show tomorrow. With
a lot of material to be created
out of conversations with his
audience, the stand-up comic
promises a show that is “not
family friendly". At 7 pm. ¥399,
on punchliners.in

Simple things like rubber
bands and pens turn into
magical tools in the hands of
Mangesh Desai. Catch the
illusionist's workshop,
Everyday Magic for Kids,
today on Zoom, at 5.30 pm.
235, on
in.bookmyshow.com.
Meanwhile, grown-ups can
use their time and hands for
something constructive. Sign
up for a Palm Weaving
workshop with artist-blogger
Madhushree Attal Rathi, and
learn how to make small mats
and baskets. ¥749. On Zoom
at 7 pm. in.bookmyshow.com

If you've got a story, here's a
crash course that will help you
give it shape, form and
structure. Screenwriting
Bootcamp with Satyanshu Singh
(of Chintu Ka Birthday fame)
consists of three writing
workshops, one peer-feedback
session, and one pitchfest — to
a panel that will include writer-
director Roshan Abbas, author
Divya Prakash Dubey, and other
veterans. Three participants
with the best ideas will also get
a mentorship session with
producer Guneet Monga. June
18 - July 4, registrations are
open now. 3,499, on insider.in

This World Environment Day,
tune into Netflix's docu-series,
Life in Color with David
Attenborough, where the
naturalist investigates how
animals use colour to survive.
While you are at it, also check
out Discovery Plus' Endangered,
and Apple TV's The Year Earth
Changed (read the full story on
weekend.thehindu.com). If
you'd rather read, Rohan
Chakravarty's Green Humour for
a Greying Planet, a curation of
the illustrator and wildlife
buff's gag cartoons and comic
strips, releases today. ¥399, on
penguin.co.in

There's a lot that's dropped (or
is dropping) on OTT platforms.
Here are a few to look out for.
On Netflix, don't miss Jagame
Thandhiram, the Tamil gangster
film starring Dhanush and Game
of Thrones fame James Cosmo.
Then there's Ray, the four-part
anthology (of adapted short
stories of Satyajit Ray), and
Skater Girl, about a teen from
Rajasthan who becomes a
skater. Over on Disney+
Hotstar, Loki gets his own
adventure trip, Raya and the
Last Dragon makes an entry,
and Luca comes of age in the
Italian Riviera.

Concerts, stand-up, and
other events you just
can't miss

Big shorts

Make time this weekend for Pedro Almodovar’s
lockdown film, The Human Voice, before journeying to
the past with Satyajit Ray and others

NAMAN RAMACHANDRAN

When you think of auteurs, it is
usually in connection with a
feature film or films of theirs,
not shorts. Many of them do be-
gin with shorts as calling cards,
before going on to global fame
with feature films. For example,
you may know Martin Scorsese
for several features, including
Taxi Driver and Raging Bull,
but one of the films he cut his ci-
nematic teeth with was the
short The Big Shave (1967). Si-
milarly, while you may delight
in Christopher Nolan’s work, in-
cluding Inception and Interstel-
lar, few remember him for the
short Doodlebug (1997).

What I'm looking at this
week is shorts that auteurs
made after they’d already
achieved international acclaim.
Spanish filmmaker Pedro Almo-
dovar was coming off the majes-
tic Pain and Glory (2019) when
he directed, in lockdown no
less, the 30-minute short The
Human Voice (2020). Almodo-
var had directed several shorts
before his breakthrough Pepi,
Luci, Bom (1980). But this film,
now available in India via book-
myshow, showcases a master
working at the height of his
powers. A free adaptation of
Jean Cocteau’s monodrama of
the same name, The Human
Voice stars the ethereal Tilda
Swinton as a woman who has
broken up with someone but
can’t get over him or her. It is a
solo performance, with Swin-
ton at one end of a phone in a

CcM
K

Astill from The Human
Voice =PATHE

monologue (we can’t hear what
her interlocutor is saying).

Swinton’s co-star is the apart-
ment set she is in. And what an
apartment it is, production de-
signed to within an inch of its
life by frequent Almodovar col-
laborators Antx6n Gémez and
Maria Clara Notari. The last
time you might have seen an
apartment so striking was in
Pain and Glory, where it was
Almodovar’s own living quar-
ters that were gussied up. With
The Human Voice, the director
obviously rediscovered his ap-
petite for shorts as he has two
more in the works.

Another filmmaker who fre-
quently returns to shorts amidst
his feature film work is Hong
Kong master Wong Kar Wai. Af-
ter the film In The Mood For
Love (2000), arguably the pin-

»

nacle of his career so far, he
made several shorts, notable
amongst which are the DJ Sha-
dow music video Six Days
(2002); The Follow (2001), his
segment of a series of BMW
motors’ shorts collectively
known as The Hire; and The
Hand (2004), his exquisite
segment of portmanteau film
Eros, an extended version of
which is available in the tre-
mendous Criterion blu-ray
box set, The World of Wong
Kar Wai.

Swedish auteur Ingmar
Bergman also dipped into the
form occasionally. In 1976,
where his other credit includ-
ed Face to Face, he directed
the short The Condemned Wo-
men Dance. And in 1984,
while on After The Rehearsal,
he brought out Karin’s Face,
mainly pictures of his mother
Karin from his personal photo
album.

At home, Satyajit Ray, in-
between directing master-
piece after masterpiece, di-
rected a few shorts. Incredibly,
he made his first short Two in
1981, decades after he debuted
with Pather Panchali in 1955.
After that he directed the doc-
umentary short Bala and The
Inner Eye and the fiction short
Pikoo, all in 1981, and returned
to the form just once more,
with the documentary Suku-
mar Ray in 1987.

Naman Ramachandran is a journalist
and author of Rajinikanth: The
Definitive Biography, and tweets
@namants

and indie hit, ‘Shiva

i behind the chaotic,
bisexual Jewish comedy

ol

Baby

ROSELLA STEPHEN

Humid. Anxiety-inducing. In-
tense. In the last two months,
film reviewers around the
world have been explicit about
the discomfort that creeps in
while watching Shiva Baby,
Emma Seligman’s feature film
debut. Yet not one of them
wanted to cut short the expe-
rience. In fact, ‘claustrophobia’
joins sharp comedy and a brea-
kout performance as some of
the winning features of this
tightly choreographed film
about a floundering college stu-
dent at a funeral service.
“Danielle [Rachel Sennott]
was taken from my time in un-
iversity in New York. I was very
stressed about what I wanted to
do. And a lot of my friends were
seeking an arrangement where
they had sugar daddies,” says
Canadian director and screenw-
riter, Seligman, over Zoom with
The Hindu Weekend. Based on
Seligman’s short of the same
name, her thesis project at
NYU, the film has Danielle at-
tending a shiva, which is a Jew-
ish mourning ritual, with her
parents. She runs into her sugar
daddy there and her ex-girlf-
riend. It is stressful and chaotic.
Seligman, 26, shares that the
film’s themes of identity and
empowerment are what she too
struggled with in college. “What
I wanted to be the backbone [of
the film] was reckoning with
your self worth as a young wo-

man, realising that it has been
based on sexual validation and
that it needs to go beyond that,”
she says, adding that she also
“sprinkled" other parts of her
life “like my family, my
sexuality”.

On June 11, MUBI will be
launching Shiva Baby as their
LGBTQI+ focus for Pride Month.
Seligman remarks that she is
lucky it is reaching people
beyond the Jewish or bisexual
audience. “The short film had a
lot of success among my Indian
friends too. They loved it and
kept telling me they were into
it,” she recalls. As for the future
of queer cinema, the challenges
are many. Noting the lack of
portrayal of bisexuality or pan-
sexuality or gender fluidity on
screen, she says, "We’ve made
progress with telling gay stories
and lesbian stories and trans

Emma Seligman (left), a still
and poster from Shiva Baby
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stories, which is wonderful. 1
think people sometimes worry
that audiences may not be able
to wrap their head around so-
meone who is in between or
fluid with their sexuality or gen-
der. I hope more and more peo-
ple at the top who make the de-
cisions begin to understand
that and not be confused.”

While Seligman has often
talked about her “very insular
Jewish upbringing” she hands
it to TV shows like the teen dra-
ma series, The OC, and the
medical drama, Grey’s Anato-
my, for introducing bisexual
characters on screen. “Even-
tually we got stuff like The Bi-
sexual and Transparent, where
there are tonnes of bisexual
and pansexual characters. But
as a kid, those were two shows
that stuck out for me.”

Meanwhile, the young film-
maker who managed to create
her indie darling with a
$225,000 budget is on to the big
league. Coming up next: a
queer high school comedy, Bot-
toms, with her lead actor and
collaborator, Sennott, and Eli-
zabeth Banks’ Brownstone pro-
duction company.

Seligman tackles questions
on authenticity, queer repre-
sentation and her final van
scene on
weekend.thehindu.com

Watch: Emma Seligman
discusses Shiva Baby on
weekend.thehindu.com
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Gabriel Byrne and Irrfan
Khan, and (below) stills
from Season 4
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Entrapment, escape, and a startling breakthrough with a widowed professor from Bengal in a therapist’s room in Brooklyn

SHEFALEE VASUDEV

It is Irrfan. Irrfan Khan. Is it, yes, oh, I
mutter. The TV remote stays mute.
Addicted to the might and madness
of the human mind for years through
books, films, talks, I let the jazz of
adrenaline play my veins in prep for
the fourth season of the HBO series,
In Treatment, that debuted recently. I
am surfing through previous seasons
(which aired between 2008 and
2010) on Disney + Hotstar.

Having compulsively watched 50-
something therapist Dr Paul Weston
(actor Gabriel Byrne) over 70-plus
episodes, I am in love with his non-
verbals as with his spoken word.
Shrink in shining armour. In dark
jackets and polished shoes, he navi-
gates his clients through abusive rela-
tionships, teenage rebellions, erotic
transference, or difficult divorces. I
have been in his clinic for many
weeks, and Americans in therapy ex-
haling with cuss words amuses me. I
was unprepared though to find Irrfan
unpacking his life in Season 3.

In Treatment is intense. Often, a li-
fetime tides up between two people
talking to each other. Reminiscent of
intimate, theatre work. A viewer can
pan Weston’s book-lined, wood-pa-
nelled office with the camera or invis-
ibly take a seat. Produced and deve-

loped by Rodrigo Garcia — based on
the Israeli series Be Tipul — the pro-
gramme shows four patients each
week in sessions with Weston, fol-
lowed by one with his own therapist
to dust his mental cobwebs.

Flashback to Sunil

In Treatment won many honours at
The Emmys and Golden Globes after
its 2008 launch. Several episodes for
Season 3 were written by playwright
Adam Rapp, with author Jhumpa La-
hiri consulting on the Irrfan story. I
had no idea though, until a day after
the actor’s first death anniversary on
April 29 this year that “one of the
greatest actors alive”, as Rapp de-
scribed Irrfan to The New York Times
over a decade ago, was grieving all
those years back on a Brooklyn
couch.

Sunil Sanyal, 2010. His psychic
pain is as palpable as a limp, when
herded by his son Arun and daughter-
in-law Julia, he enters Weston’s office.

Irrfan plays a greying widower in
his 50s. His anguish, as the recently-
bereaved husband of Kamala, strug-
gling with his bristling present, a Ben-
gali maths professor from Kolkata
who loves recreational cricket, is a
fascinating part of his acting oeuvre.
Barely written about in India. Who
else could have played a man so

deeply thorned by conflict, sha-
dowed by demons from a tumultuous
past, and express it through the bor-
derless language of his eyes.
Confused by his unnerving dreams
and insomniac neurosis, Sanyal longs
to return to Kolkata. His daughter-in-

law, a modern American woman, un-
abashed in her mannerisms as a wife,
whose perfume reminds him of
“black pepper and jasmine”, a moth-
er unfettered by ideas of sacrifice un-
like Sanyal’s dead wife, arouses a
storm of resentment in him. The

arousal is the presenting problem.

“Can I smoke in your office... err
Paul?” “Can I offer you some tea,
Paul? In my country having tea with
friends is how people grieve instead
of paid therapy...” says Sanyal. West-
on opens a window to prevent the
smoke from Sanyal’s life lighting a
fire, and brews tea for him. Sanyal
mourns his wife but also his Brahmin
Bengali-ness. And Kolkata, where
caste decides emotional fates.

A sudden déja vu now circles me. I
have met Sunil Sanyal before. It is not
so much his sloppy, half-sleeved swea-
ters and closed toe, tan sandals, but
the Kolkata-dusted bewilderment of a
Bengali in New York that triggers the
memory of Ashoke Ganguly from the
2006 film, The Namesake. Prof Gan-
guly was not as troubled in Mira Nair’s
adaptation of Lahiri’s novel, but he is
ponderous as only Irrfan can be.

Waiting for the connect

Now with the Covid-19 elephant in
the room, the therapeutic space is
crowded. As mental health dilemmas
intensify globally, spiked peculiarly
in the US by racial divisiveness, HBO
has revived In Treatment. The fourth
season opened on May 23 with Afri-
can-American actor, Emmy awardee
Uzo Aduba as the shrink. Dr Brooke
Taylor sits on a Herman Miller chair

in a Los Angeles home that looks like
a gallery of modern art with sorbet
sofas and tech tools. A male home
health aide, an immigrant, is on a vir-
tual session. Others meet Taylor at
her house, including a Black teenage
sex addict identifying as lesbian fe-
male. Taylor represents change but in
the episodes so far, the “connect” is
just about warming up.

Like life clutched by the past, I re-
wind to Sunil Sanyal and Paul West-
on, and find them seated on opposite
sides of a glass in a detention centre.
The boundaries are back. They speak
through a visitor’s telephone. Sanyal
is being deported to India for the “cri-
minal threat” he poses to his daught-
er-in-law’s life while Weston struggles
with a Parkinson’s diagnosis.

“Will you be okay? Sometimes I
worry about you..” a wry Sanyal
quips to a grimacing Weston. “I know
what it is like to feel such loneliness
and I hope someday you will free
yourself from it.”

This last episode concludes with
Sunil humming a Bengali song, of a
moonlit night and a goodbye. Vid-
haye bandhu vidhaye (farewell,
friend, farewell)

It is a breakthrough moment.

Shefalee Vasudev is editor of
The Voice of Fashion.

Just like home: Chips puanllll‘t gladdened my heart
walley aloo and at gladdened my near
(belO\)//v) Pyaz wali was the chips walley aloo - GREEN LIVING
bhindi potatoes sliced into thin Vegan footwear and eco
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT discs, coa.ted with dry spicgs, carpets for your conscious /\
shallow fried and topped with haul this summer i

chaat masala. Kiran Cook-
house's okra was good, too; it
had been prepared with a fair

If we were to pick one positive brought about by the pandemic, it is how brands
are taking their ‘sustainability strategy’ beyond mere tokenism. Biggies like Adidas

FOOD SPOT

Home-cooked

food

meal from the chef

RAHUL VERMA

One of the nice parts of our
annual trip to the Himachal
hills was a stopover in Chan-
digarh. We would, usually on
our way back to Delhi, stop at
our friend’s parents’ place.
Her mother is an awesome
cook and would give us a del-
icious meal. That was where I
first had - and instantly fell in
love with - baked aloo chips.
The dish consisted of round
pieces of thinly sliced pota-
toes, mixed with some chil-
lies and other masalas and
then put in the oven.

The dish popped up and
hit my eyes last week when I
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was looking at the menu of a
small home chef outlet called
Kiran’s Cookhouse. That was
the decider for me, and I
placed an order for a vegetar-
ian meal even though the
kitchen offers dishes such as
fried fish, kali mirch chicken
and handi gosht. Apart from
the chips walley aloo (as the
dish is called), I asked for
mixed pakoras, bharwa tin-
dey-aloo, bharwa karela,
masala bhindi, bedmi aloo,
channey dal with lauki and,
for dessert, paratha with
gur. The rates are all very rea-
sonable - between %100 and
%200. For this feast, I paid a
little less than 1,000.

Kiran’s Cookhouse is in
Noida, Sector 61, and I or-
dered through Swiggy. The
food was still hot when it
reached my doorstep. I start-
ed with the potato curry that
came with the bedmi, and en-
joyed the rush of asoefetida
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ing forward to - stuffed kare-
la. 1 love this dish, and it is
cooked rather well at home
these days. Sometimes we
stuff the whole gourd with
pickle masala (fenugreek, fen-
nel seeds etc) and occasional-
ly grated raw mango. This one
looked appetising, but didn’t
have the zing of a well stuffed
karela. Still, it was good to
know that a kitchen was deli-
vering the much loved dish
home. The paratha with gur
didn’t work for us either, but
that was possibly because this
is a dish that has to be eaten
just off the tawa. I remember
' how I loved it when it was
prepared in our village home
on winter evenings - the pa-
ratha holding the melting gur
which would burst into the
mouth when I bit into it.
Here, the paratha was a bit
too rubbery, and the gur had

Mirrors in Murano

La Fuori

Designer Vidur Adlakha’s latest
collection, Mirrors in Murano,
transports you to the lanes of Italian
town Burano, known for its delicate
lace work. Designed in sustainable
linen, silk, silk wool, and hand-picked
cotton yarn, the ensemble features
balletic dresses and evening gowns.
This time around, the New York-
based lifestyle brand has created
combinations of tender pink and
blue, and rich whites. Dresses from
¥11,000 onwards, on belafuori.com

Qubit

To commemorate World Bicycle
Day that was observed earlier this
week (June 3), our eyes are on
this compact electric bike ideal for
post-pandemic travel. Fold it and

carry it almost anywhere

transport or your car’s boot. At 15.5
kg, the lightweight cycle”
is integrated into the removable
seat post so you can do those

pre- and post-ride stretches with
ease. Available in black, white, red.
¥49,990 for X1, ¥66,658 for X2 on

qubit.bike

Green cart
Myntra

that it triggered. I liked the
lauki dal, too - bits of bottle
gourd in a thick channa dal. 1
had thought I'd had enough
of tinda (which I had to eat al-
most every day after a health
issue three years ago). But
despite the bad press the
poor tinda generally gets, I
quite like this watery vegeta-
ble. And stuffed tinda -
where the vegetable is filled
with sundry masalas - is a
particular favourite of mine.
This was rather tasty - the
usual masalas (coriander
powder et al) had given it a

already melted and become
sticky.

But I am always happy
when small entrepreneurs
start their little businesses,
focusing on old recipes that
you don’t get in restaurants.
Next on my agenda is khatti
dal, which I thought I'd had
enough of during my Hima-
chal sojourns back in the late
70s and early 80s. But it’s nos-
talgia time - and this Hima-
chali dish is cheerfully waving
out to me.

The writer is a seasoned food critic

4

Plant fabrics

This Jaipur-based kidswear
brand features apparel in fabrics
derived from soya, bamboo,
milk, lotus, banana, roses, kala

p cotton, and more. Launched
- during the 2020 lockdown by

. Mitali Bhargava, the collections
feature jumpsuits, dresses, etc,
for girls, and blazers and shirts
for boys. ¥6,000 onwards, on
littleens.com

Kiran's amount of onions and chil- and Unilever switched to green launches a while back, and food manufacturer
Cookhouse Ele; }nglgoggf)liet(}jlofgggt’e‘:;; Goodman Fielder's latest ‘Better Together’ strategy follows suit. With homegrown Vegan footwear
brings in the though the chill quotieﬁt was brands jumping on the bandwagon, we bring you the season’s latest. E;;I;E:;tgo;:: st every
nostalgia of rat‘l;ﬁ;ilg(glia ¢ impress me Compiled by Nidhi Adlakha “tp vegan footwear o
homemade was the dish I was most look Foldable e-bike choe manfacture 5 vegan

range. New launches include
sandals crafted using the
hard-wearing synthetic
material Birko-Flor that
come in a hand painted,
floral look. While buyers only
had the option of choosing
from genuine leather or
plastic footwear, the vegan
range is ‘entirely free of
animal products’. Available
in white, black, pink, etc, the
shoes feature natural cork-
latex for the footbed. 5,490
onwards, on birkenstock.in

- in public

s battery

From handloom and handcrafted, to natural-dyed and vegan
and cruelty-free, the online shopping portal’s ‘Myntra For
Earth’ section is seeing an uptick in the participating brands
list. Featured apparel brands include Taavi, Roadster and
Ether, alongside beauty brands Earth Therapy, Daughter
Earth, and others. Products ordered via this section are
delivered in packages crafted from 100% recycled paper.
myntra.com/earth

—

Littleens

»
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Hong Kong seals oft Tiananmen vigil site

Police arrest vigil organiser; hundreds gather to commemorate the victims of China’s 1989 crackdown

U.S. says it stands with
‘brave’ Chinese activists

ASSOCIATED PRESS
HONG KONG

Hundreds of people gath-
ered near a Hong Kong park
on Friday despite a ban on
an annual candlelight vigil
remembering China’s deadly
crackdown in Beijing’s Tia-
nanmen Square, and the ar-
rest earlier in the day of an
organiser of previous vigils.

Hong Kong police banned
the vigil for a second straight
year, citing COVID-19 social
distancing restrictions, alth-
ough there have been no lo-
cal cases in the city for more
than six weeks.

Police closed off large
parts of Victoria Park — the
venue of past vigils — and
warned people not to partici-
pate in unauthorised assem-
blies, which carry a penalty
of up to five years in jail.

Despite the ban and a hea-
vy police presence, hun-
dreds of people still turned
up on Friday night to walk
along the perimeter of the
park. At 8 p.m., many turned
on the flashlights on their
smartphones while others lit
candles in remembrance of
those who lost their lives
when China’s military put
down student-led pro-de-

ELSEWHERE

Former Mauritius PM
Jugnauth passes away
PORT LOUIS

Sir Anerood Jugnauth, the
former President and Prime
Minister of Mauritius, has
passed away. He was 91. Mr.
Jugnauth, who served as
Mauritius' President twice
and PM six times, was
accorded with Padma
Vibhushan in 2020. He
resigned in 2017 and handed
the reins to his son Pravind,
the country's serving PM. p1i

Lost faith in ASEAN ,
junta opponents say
NAYPYITAW

Opponents of Myanmar's
junta said on Friday they had
lost faith in Southeast Asian
efforts to end the crisis in the
country, as two envoys met
the military ruler Min Aung
Hlaing in Naypyitaw. "We
have little confidence in
ASEAN's efforts. All of our
hopes are gone," said Moe
Zaw 0o, a Minister in a
parallel government that the
junta has declared
treasonous. REUTERS

:

Tight control: Police holding up a warning banner as they
disperse people from Victoria Park in Hong Kong. =ceTTy ImAGES

mocracy protests at Tianan-
men Square on June 4, 1989.
Hundreds, if not thousands,
were Kkilled in the crack-
down.

Fear of reprisals
In past years, tens of thou-
sands of people have gath-
ered in Victoria Park to ho-
nour the dead. Last year,
thousands attended despite
the ban to light candles and
sing songs. Police later ar-
rested over 20 activists.
Wong, who joined the
hundreds near the park on
Friday said the Tiananmen
Square crackdown is a me-

mory shared by Hong Kon-
gers, and he wanted to com-
memorate the students and
citizens who were killed by
the People’s Liberation
Army.

China’s ruling Communist
Party has never allowed pu-
blic events on the mainland
to mark the anniversary and
security was increased at the
Beijing square, with police
checking pedestrians’ IDs as
tour buses shuttled Chinese
tourists in and out.

Chinese officials say the
country’s rapid economic
development in the years
since what they call the “pol-

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON
The U.S. said on Thursday it
stands “with the people of
China” in their fight for
human rights on the eve of
the anniversary of Beijing’s
deadly Tiananmen
crackdown.

Secretary of State Antony

itical turmoil” of 1989 proves
that decisions made at the
time were correct.

Earlier on Friday, police
arrested Chow Hang Tung, a
vice chair of the Hong Kong
Alliance which organised
Hong Kong’s annual candle-
light vigil, the group said.

After the ban was issued,
Ms. Chow urged people to

commemorate the event
privately by lighting a candle
wherever they are.

“I'm already being perse-
cuted for participating and
inciting last year’s candle-
light vigil,” she said. “If I con-
tinue my activism in pushing

Blinken said his country will
“honor the sacrifices of
those killed 32 years ago,
and the brave activists who
carry on their efforts today
in the face of ongoing
government repression.”
“The United States will
continue to stand with the
people of China,” he said.

for democracy in Hong Kong
and China, surely they will
come after me at some point,
so it’s sort of expected.”

At the University of Hong
Kong, students took part in
an annual washing of the
“Pillar of Shame” sculpture,
which was erected to re-
member the victims of the
Tiananmen crackdown.

“In cleaning the Pillar of
Shame, we shall learn how
our predecessors defended
the freedom of expression
before, and we shall not easi-
ly give up,” said Charles
Kwok, the president of the
students’ union.

17 cases of use
of chemical
weapons by
Syria: OPCW

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK

The head of the interna-
tional chemical weapons
watchdog told the UN Se-
curity Council that its ex-
perts have investigated 77
allegations against Syria,
and concluded that in 17
cases chemical weapons
were likely or definitely
used.

Fernando Arias called it
“a disturbing reality” that
eight years after Syria
joined the Chemical Wea-
pons Convention, which
bans the production or use
of such weapons, many
questions remain about its
initial declaration of its
weapons, stockpiles and
precursors and its ongoing
programme.

He said on Thursday
that the Organization for
the Prohibition of Chemi-
cal Weapons (OPCW) will
be taking up a new issue at
its next consultations with
Syria — “the presence of a
new chemical weapons
agent found in samples col-
lected in large storage con-
tainers in Sept. 2020.”

Amid US. withdrawal, Beijing seeks closer Afghan ties

Wang Yi says China, Afghanistan and Pak. need to ‘strengthen cooperation’ for the sake of the region

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BEIJING

China is urging closer securi-
ty and economic coopera-
tion with Afghanistan in an
apparent effort to bolster its
influence in the region as the
U.S. and its allies prepare to
withdraw their forces from
the country.

The official Xinhua News
Agency reported that Fo-
reign Ministers from China,
Afghanistan and Pakistan

met via video conference on
Thursday and agreed that
the withdrawal of foreign
troops from Afghanistan
should be carried out in a
responsible and orderly
manner to prevent the dete-
rioration of the security sit-
uation in Afghanistan and
the return of “terrorist forc-
es.”

It quoted Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi as saying
the three countries “needed

Phizer jab produces less
anti-bodies against Delta

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LONDON

People fully vaccinated with
the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine
are likely to have more than
five times lower levels of
neutralising  anti-bodies
against the Delta variant,
first identified in India, com-
pared to the original strain,
according to research pu-
blished in The Lancet
journal.

The study also shows that
levels of these anti-bodies
that are able to recognise
and fight the virus are lower
with increasing age, and
that levels decline over
time, providing additional
evidence in support of plans
to deliver a booster dose to
vulnerable people.

The study analysed anti-
bodies in the blood of 250
healthy people.

Biden expands list of Chinese
firms off-limits for U.S. investors

Order widens scope of the ban to include 59 companies

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Joe Biden on
Thursday expanded a black-
list of Chinese firms that are
off-limits to American inves-
tors over their links to Beij-
ing’s  “military-industrial
complex,” in a sign of Wash-
ington’s continued pressure
campaign against the Asian
power.

Former President Donald
Trump in November issued
a list of 31 Chinese compa-
nies that were deemed to be
supplying or supporting Chi-
na’s military and security
apparatus, later adding even
more firms.

But after legal challenges
put the sanctions in doubt,

Joe Biden

Mr. Biden’s team reviewed
the blacklist, removing some
names and ultimately ex-
panding it to 59 firms that
Americans are prohibited
from having a stake in. Many
are subsidiaries of compa-
nies already included.

The sanctions target com-
panies involved in Chinese

surveillance  technology
used to “facilitate repression
or serious human rights
abuses,” which “undermine
the security or democratic
values of the United States
and our allies,” according to
a White House statement.
The initial list published
under Mr. Trump included
major telecoms, construc-
tion and technology firms,
such as China Mobile, China
Telecom, video surveillance
firm Hikvision, and China
Railway Construction Corp.
China National Offshore
Oil Corporation was added
to the list in January. The in-
vestment ban takes effect on
August 2 and current share-
holders have a year to divest.

Release ‘medical records’ of sick
Wuhan lab statf, Fauci urges China

REUTERS

Top U.S. infectious disease
expert Dr. Anthony Fauci
has called on China to re-
lease the medical records of
nine people whose ailments
might provide vital clues in-
to whether COVID-19 first
emerged as the result of a
lab leak, the Financial Times
reported on Thursday.

cM
K

“I would like to see the
medical records of the three
people who are reported to
have got sick in 2019. Did
they really get sick, and if so,
what did they get sick with?”
the report quoted Mr. Fauci
was quoted as saying.

The origin of the virus is
hotly contested, with U.S. in-
telligence agencies still exa-
mining reports that re-

»

searchers at a Chinese
virology laboratory in Wu-
han were seriously ill in
2019, a month before the
first COVID-19 cases were
reported.

However, Chinese scien-
tists and officials reject the
lab leak hypothesis, saying
the virus could have been
circulating in other regions
before it hit Wuhan.

to to strengthen communica-
tion and cooperation” for
the sake of Afghanistan’s in-
terests and those of neigh-
bouring countries.

“The security and stability
of Afghanistan and the re-
gion are facing new challeng-
es, with foreign troops’ with-
drawal from Afghanistan
accelerated, the peace and
reconciliation process in Af-
ghanistan impacted, and
armed conflicts and terrorist

activities becoming more fre-
quent,” Mr. Wang was quot-
ed as saying.

Xinjiang security

China has long resented the
presence of U.S. and allied
forces in Afghanistan, but is
equally wary of the country
becoming a haven for insur-
gents that could threaten se-
curity in its Xinjiang region
that shares a narrow border
with Afghanistan.

Xinhua said Mr. Wang, Af-
ghan Foreign Minister Mo-
hammad Haneef Atmar and
Pakistani Foreign Minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi
“stressed the need to ... for-
bid any terrorist organisa-
tions or individuals from us-
ing their territories to engage
in criminal activities against
other countries.”

The U.S. is withdrawing
the last of its 2,500-3,500
troops by September 11.

Plea in Sri Lanka SC on
cargo ship fire impact

Petitioners seek a probe into incident

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO

Environmentalists and fish-
er groups in Sri Lanka on
Friday petitioned the Su-
preme Court seeking a
probe into how a container
ship bearing dangerous
chemicals and plastic mate-
rial — that burned off the
coast releasing massive de-
bris — was allowed into the
island nation’s territorial
waters.

Their Fundamental
Rights petition follows a
nearly two week-long battle
by the Sri Lankan Navy, with
Dutch salvage experts and
the Indian Coast Guard, to
douse the flames onboard
the  Singapore-registered
vessel, MV X-Press Pearl,
that was anchored about 9.5
nautical miles off the Co-
lombo port.

After the fire was extin-
guished on Tuesday, the
vessel has been slowly sink-
ing into the Indian Ocean,
off the Sri Lankan coast,
heightening fears of a possi-
ble oil spill that authorities
said they were preparing to
handle. Meanwhile, the pro-
longed fire on the vessel led
to large deposits of plastic
pellets along the island na-
tion’s coastline, where sev-
eral marine organisms were
also found dead. Experts
have termed the develop-
ment the country’s “worst
ecological disaster”.

Over the next two weeks,
authorities will study the
impact of the incident on Sri
Lanka’s coastline, biodiver-
sity and marine organisms,
an official said. “We will be
assessing the damage alone
125 km of our coastline that
appears to be impacted by
this incident,” A.H. Gamini,
a director with the Coast
Conservation and Coastal
Resource Management De-

partment told The Hindu.

According to the petition-
ers, including the Colombo-
based non-profit Centre for
Environmental Justice, and
activists and trade union
leaders from the fisheries
sector, apart from the 325
tonnes of bunker oil, the
vessel was loaded with 1,486
containers carrying chemi-
cals, including 25 tonnes of
hazardous nitric acid, caus-
tic soda, sodium methylate,
bright yellow sulphur, urea,
and cosmetics.

‘Acid leak’

Citing media statements
made by the shipping com-
pany, the petitioners said
“poor packaging” likely led
to an “acid leak”, and on de-
tecting the leak, the ship’s
captain had contacted two
ports — Hazira [Gujarat] on
the west coast of India and
Hamad in Qatar — request-
ing to offload the leaking
containers. The requests
were denied, and the ship
made its way to Sri Lanka,
they said, asking who
cleared the vessel’s entry in-
to Sri Lankan waters, and if
permission was given des-
pite knowledge of the “grav-
ity of the risk”.

The Singapore-registered
MV X-Press Pearl is almost
brand new, made in China,
and commissioned in Fe-
bruary, AFP reported. It was
en route to Singapore from
Hazira Port in Gujarat, offi-
cials said. Shipping compa-
ny X-Press Feeders’s CEO
Shmuel Yoskovitz has apolo-
gised to Sri Lanka.

“I would like to express
my deep regrets and apolo-
gies to the Sri Lankan peo-
ple for the harm this inci-
dent has caused to the
livelihood and to the envi-
ronment of Sri Lanka,” he
said in a media interview.

UK. regulator approves Pfizer vaccine for 12- to 15-year-olds

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LONDON

The U.K.s medicines regula-
tor on Friday approved the
Pfizer/BioNTech coronavirus
vaccine for 12 to 15-year-olds,
saying it is “safe and effec-
tive” in this age group and
the benefits outweigh any
risks.

Until now, COVID-19 vac-
cines being administered in
the U.K. have been approved
for adults aged 16 and over.

The  Medicines and

Healthcare products Regula-
tory Agency (MHRA) said the
decision followed a “rigorous
review” of safety and effec-
tiveness in the lower age
groups and its conclusion is
that the benefits of the vac-
cine far outweigh any risks.
“We have carefully re-
viewed clinical trial data in
children aged 12 to 15 years
and have concluded that the
Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19
vaccine is safe and effective
in this age group and that the

benefits of this vaccine out-
weigh any risk,” said Dr June
Raine, MHRA Chief
Executive.

Safety strategy

“We have in place a compre-
hensive safety surveillance
strategy for monitoring the
safety of all U.K.-approved
COVID-19 vaccines and this
surveillance will include the
12- to 15-year age group. No
extension to an authorisation
would be approved unless

the expected standards of sa-
fety, quality and effective-
ness have been met,” she
said.

It will now be for the Joint
Committee on Vaccination
and Immunisation (JCVI) to
advise on whether this age
group will be vaccinated as
part of the deployment pro-
gramme, the MHRA said.

The regulator said no new
side effects were identified
and the safety data in chil-
dren was comparable with

that seen in young adults. As
in young adults, the majority
of “adverse events” were
mild to moderate and relat-
ing to “reactogenicity”, such
as a sore arm or tiredness.

A Department of Health
and Social Care spokesper-
son said the next step was for
the JCVI to advise whether
routine vaccination should
be offered to those aged 12 to
17. The vaccine was approved
for use for 16-and 17-year-olds
in December 2020.

GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH

Department of Fisheries

Advertisement No.935/C/2021
Leading vendors/ Suppliers/ agencies/ companies are called for Request
for Proposals (RFP) and Expression of Interest (Eol) to respond the
following various infrastructure facilities for promotion of domestic
marketing of fish & fish related products in the state of Andhra Pradesh.

Date: 05.06.2021

-

RFP: Selection of agency for establishing and handing over of
Integrated Aqua Hubs with necessary accessories

2 |RFP: Selection of Agency for establishing and handing over of (1)
Fish Value Added Unit with dining facility and (2) Fish Kiosk with
necessary accessories

3 |RFP: Selection of agency for establishing and handing over of
Integrated Live Fish Vending Centers with necessary accessories

4 |RFP: Selection of agency for establishing and handing over of
Integrated Mini Fish Retail Outlets with necessary accessories

5 | Eol: Empanelment of Vendors for supply of fully modified (1) Fish
Vending cum Food Cart (Modified 4-Wheeler Vehicle) (2) 3
Wheeler Fish Vending Cart (Modified Electric Vehicle)

The detailed RFP and Eol documents can be downloaded from the website of
https:/itender.apeprocurement.gov.in and www.fisheries.ap.gov.in from

05.06.2021 and the last date for submission of bid is 14.06.2021. For more
details contact: Office of the Commissioner of Fisheries, A.P., Vijayawada.
Website: www.fisheries.ap.gov.in, email: apfisheriestender@gmail.com.

Sd/- Commissioner of Fisheries (FAC) 5.

NOTICE INVITING BID
Odisha State Medical Corporation Limited (OSMCL)
In front of Ram Mandir, Convent Square, Unit-lll, Bhubaneswar-751001
Tel.:(0674) 2380950; Website: www.osmcl.nic.in ; Email: logistics.osmcl.od@nic.in
Bid Ref.No.: OSMCL/2021-22/DRUGS-DHS-GEN-GR-1V/13 Date: 04/06/2021

No. A. 12026/9/2020-Estt.IV
Government of India
Ministry of Jal Shakti
Department of water Resources,
River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation

Narmada Control Authority(NCA) is a Body Corporate set up by the Central
Government in exercise of the power conferred by section 6A of the Inter State Water
Disputes Act, 1956, for the purpose of securing compliance with the implementation
of the decision and direction of the Narmada Water Disputes Tribunal. The Narmada
Control Authority has its headquarter at Indore, Madhya Pradesh.

2. Applications are invited from eligible and suitable officers for filling up one post of
Executive Member in Narmada Control Authority, Infore in the Pay Matrix Level-15 (Rs.
182200-224100/-) on deputation(including short-term contract) basis.

3. The last date for receipt of applications for appointment on deputation(including
short-term contract) basis to the post of Executive Member in Narmada Control
Authority, earlier published in the Employment News on 2-8 January; 20-26 February;
13-19 March, 2021 and 1-7 May, 2021 is hereby further extended upto 26.07.2021.

4. Details of the post, eligibility conditions etc. are available at mowr.gov.in; dopt.gov.in

and nca.gov.in. Applicaions (in triplicate) complete in all respects of suitable and

eligible officers and who can be spared immediately in the event of selection may be
sent through proper channel to:- The Under Secretary(Estt. IV), Department of Water

Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Room

No. 435, Shram Shakti Bhavan, Rafi Marg, New Delhi-110001 and by email at

usbm-mowr@nic.in & soe4-mowr@gov.in. through proper channel.

Advance copies of application or application received after the prescribed period or not

accompanied with the requisite information/documents are liable to be rejected.

Under Secretary to the Govt. of India

(Shalini Juneja)

Online Bids through e-Tender portal (https://tendersodisha.gov.in) are invited
from eligible bidders for Supply of Drugs & Medical Consumables (Group-lV) as
per the particulars mentioned below:

CAD-395
—

The bid document with all information relating to the bidding process including cost of bid document,
Prequalification criteria and terms & conditions are available in the websites: www.osmecl.nic.in and
https://tendersodisha.gov.in . The Authority reserves the right to accept / reject any part thereof or
all the bids without assigning any reason thereof.

Sd/- Managing Director, OSMC Ltd., Odisha

OIPR-10112/11/0019/2122 Q:-281:

Concerned tender inviting

Availability of bid documents :
10 Last Date & Time of seeking

11 Date of Opening of Bid

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

RWS&S DIVISION, KENDRAPARA
At : Ichhapur, Post : Shree Baladevjew, Email : eerwsskendrapara@gmail.com
INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB) (e-Procurement)
Bid Identification No.RWS/13 /2021-2022

Letter No. 2353 / Dated 31.05.2021

1 The Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Kendrapara on behalf of Governor of Odisha invites
lump comps its bid in double cover system in ONLINE MODE from eligible contractors for Rural
Piped Water Supply Schemes in Kendrapara District.

: Execution of different RPWS schemes in Kendrapara District.

: 05Nos.

Cost of Bid documents (Rs.) : ¥10000/-

. «g” & UA”

Sl. Particulars Date and time
No.
1. | Date & time of release of bid 04/06/2021, 3 PM
2.| Date & time for submission of
queries by E-Mail id 08/06/2021, up to 5:00 PM : :a"‘ef°va"‘ekw°'k
. . e r 0. Of orl
logistics.osmcl.od@nic.in 2 Value of the Work
3. | Date & time of Online bid submission | Start Date & Time End Date & Time 5
16/06/2021, 3 PM | 06/07/2021, 6.00 PM authority
4. | Date & time for submission of Tender | Start Date & Time End Date & Time 6 (Online)
Documents, Tender Document Fee 7 cl £ Bidd
of tender document 07/07/2021, 10 AM |14/07/2021, 11.00 AM ass of Bidder
8 Period of Completion
5. | Date & time of Online Technical bid 14/07/2021, 11:30 AM 9
Opening in the website
6. | Date of opening of Price Bid To be informed to the qualified bidders tender clarification

: ¥117.71 to 436.19 Lakhs
: Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Kendrapara

: Eight months to 12 months period as applicable.
From date. 09.06.2021 at 10.00 A.M to
date . 22.06.2021 till 5.30 P.M

: Upto 18.06.2021 till 5.30 P.M

: Ondate. 23.06.2021 at 11.00 A.M.

The bidders have to participate in the tender through ONLINE bidding only. Further details can be
had from the website i.e http://tendersorissa.gov.in.
Subsequent corrigendum / addendum if required shall only be appeared in the above website.
Sd/- (Er.B.K.Nayak) Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Kendrapara

OIPR-25004/11/0005/2122

»
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MARKET WATCH

04-06-2021 % CHANGE

Sensex 52100 -0.25
US Dollar 72.99 -0.10
Gold 48657 0.26
Brent oil 71.5 -0.05
PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports 833.85 8.55
Asian Paints 2924.90 10.45
Axis Bank 742.05 -8.60
Bajaj Auto 4250.05......-23.30
Bajaj Finserv. 12155.65.....335.80
Bajaj Finance 5993.45 91.95
Bharti Airtel 532.70 0.65
BPCL 478.25 4.35
Britannia Ind 3489.30 -6.95
Cipla 946.40 -1.85
Coal India 153.10 4.05
Divis Lab 4261.60....... 29.40
Dr Reddys Lab 5255.00.....-27.55
Eicher Motors 2744.60......-23.15
Grasim Ind 1503.25....... 44.50
HCL Tech 936.55 -2.90
HDFC 2619.05....... 35.05
HDFC Bank 1500.95......-19.60
HDFC Life 680.90 2.45
Hero MotoCorp 3048.40 40.05
Hindalco 395.05 -4.15
Hind Unilever 2342.05 21.20
ICICI Bank 642.70 -7.55
Indusind Bank 1009.30 3.55
Infosys 1385.65 -4.00
Indian OilCorp 114.60 2.15
ITC 208.75 -0.30
JSW Steel 721.20 7.10
Kotak Bank 1811.20 -3.00
L&T 1537.55 26.70
M&M 804.60 2.55
Maruti Suzuki 7214.70 5.20
Nestle India Ltd. ... 17426.80... -372.60
NTPC 111.75 -0.05
ONGC 125.45 2.95
PowerGrid Corp 226.15 -0.15
Reliance Ind 2190.50......-19.15
SBI Life 989.15 2.30
State Bank 433.60 -6.05
Shree Cement 28153.65... -194.50
Sun Pharma 673.95 -1.55
Tata  Consumer
Products Ltd. 686.95 6.95
Tata Motors 334.95 9.30
Tata Steel 1120.70 -1.30
TCS 3143.75 2.50
Tech Mahindra 1019.20 4.85
Titan 1679.50......-11.70
UltraTech Cement.....6664.30....... 22.60
UPL 836.25 -4.00
Wipro 541.20 2.15

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on June 04

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL
US Dollar 72.80 73.12
Euro 88.21....88.60
British Pound 102.94...103.40
Japanese Yen (100) ... 66.14....66.43
Chinese Yuan 11.36.....11.41
Swiss Franc 80.51.......80.91
Singapore Dollar 54.81 55.06
Canadian Dollar 60.04......60.33
Malaysian Ringitt 17.63....17.72

Source:Indian Bank
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Govt. caps trade margin
on oxygen concentrators
NEW DELHI

The government has capped
the trade margin on oxygen
concentrators in order to
keep in check the price of the
much-in-demand critical
life-saving component amid
the second wave of the
pandemic. The trade margin
has been capped at 70% on
price to distributor level on
oxygen concentrators. i

RailTel bags ¥120 crore
order from BCCL

NEW DELHI

State-owned RailTel
Corporation on Friday said it
has bagged a 120 crore-
order from Bharat Coking
Coal Ltd. "RailTel
Corporation of India Ltd. has
received the work order of a
total amount of ¥119.72 crore
from Bharat Coking Coal Ltd.
for implementation of MPLS-
VPN services, along with
miscellaneous services at
340 locations of BCCL for a
period of 60 months," RailTel
said in a filing with BSE. e

Lupin unveils inhalation
product in U.S. market
NEW DELHI

Drug firm Lupin on Friday
said it has unveiled
Arformoterol Tartrate, an
inhalation product to treat
conditions such as chronic
bronchitis and emphysema,
in the U.S. market. The
product is the generic
version of Sunovion
Pharmaceuticals Inc's
Brovana inhalation solution,
Lupin said in a statement.

It is for use by nebulisation
only, the Mumbai-based
drugmaker noted. e

Bank credit rises 5.98%,
deposits grow 9.66%
MUMBAI

Bank credit grew 5.98% to
%108.33 lakh crore while
deposits rose 9.66% to
¥151.67 lakh crore in the
fortnight ended May 21, RBI
data showed on Friday. In the
comparable period a year
earlier, bank credit stood at
%102.22 lakh crore and
deposits at 138.29 lakh
crore, according to RBI's
Scheduled Banks' Statement
of Position in India. In the
fortnight ended May 7, 2021,
advances had risen 6.02%
and deposits, 9.87%. e
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RBI adds hospitality sector aid
with 15000 cr. credit window

Hotels, restaurants, travel agents may benefit; trade says 3-year tenor ‘too short’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has opened a separate
On-tap Liquidity Window to
help mitigate the adverse im-
pact of the second wave of
the pandemic on certain
contact-intensive  sectors.
The move would provide li-
quidity of 15,000 crore till
March 31, 2022, with tenors
of up to three years.

Under the scheme, banks
can provide fresh lending
support to hotels and restau-
rants; entities related to tou-
rism — travel agents, tour op-
erators and adventure or
heritage facilities; aviation
ancillary services — ground
handling and supply chain;
and others including private

Sensex slips as RBI trims

i e o g P RS
Timely step: Infusing liquidity will help as cash-strapped units

couldn't have survived, says FHRAI's Kohli. =v sreenivasa MURTHY

bus operators, car repair ser-
vices, rent-a-car service pro-
viders, event/conference or-
ganisers, spa clinics, and
beauty parlours/salons.
Banks will be permitted to
park their surplus liquidity
up to the size of the loan

GDP growth forecast

Banking, FMCG stocks weigh on index

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

Equity indices treaded low-
er, weighed by banking,
energy and FMCG stocks, af-
ter the RBI left interest rates
unchanged but slashed the
GDP growth estimate for
this fiscal following the se-
cond wave of COVID-19.

Lacklustre global cues
and a weak rupee also
soured risk appetite, traders
said. The 30-share BSE Sen-
sex ended 132.38 points, or
0.25%, lower at 52,100, a
day after closing at its life-
time peak. The broader NSE
Nifty slipped 0.13% to close
at 15,670.25.

Nestle India was the top
laggard in the Sensex pack,
declining 1.97%, followed by
SBI, HDFC Bank, ICICI

Bank, Axis Bank, Titan, HUL
and Reliance Industries.

Bajaj Finserv, ONGC, L&T,
Bajaj Finance and HDFC
were among the gainers.

“A moderate increase in
inflation forecast by the RBI
led G-Sec yields increasing
by 3 basis points, which re-
sulted in profit-booking in
banks,” said Binod Modi,
Head - Strategy, Reliance
Securities.

book created under this
scheme with the RBI at a rate
which is 40 basis points
(bps) higher than the reverse
repo rate.

The hospitality sector wel-
comed the decision. “This is
the first significant sign indi-

RBI to purchase G-Secs worth

cating that the government
has taken note of the severe
effect that the pandemic has
had on the hospitality indus-
try and the huge economic
impact it will have on the
sector as well as the nation,”
Federation of Hotel & Res-
taurant Associations of India
(FHRALI) vice-president Gur-
baxish Singh Kohli said.
Infusing liquidity would
provide support to cash-
strapped businesses without
which the industry couldn’t
have survived, he added. Ho-
wever, the tenure should be
for at least five years as a du-
ration of three years would
not be sufficient to recover
from the turbulence the in-
dustry faces, he stressed.
(With PTI inputs)

U.S. job growth picks up pace

May unemployment rate falls to 5.8% as pandemic eases

REUTERS
WASHINGTON

U.S. employers boosted hir-
ing in May as the easing pan-
demic, helped by vaccina-
tions, pulled more people
back into the labour force,
offering assurance that the
economy’s recovery from
the COVID-19 recession re-
mained on track.

Non-farm  payrolls in-
creased by 5.59 lakh jobs last
month, the Labor Depart-
ment said in its closely
watched employment report
on Friday.

Data for April was revised
slightly higher to show pay-
rolls rising by 2.78 lakh jobs
instead of 2.66 lakh as pre-
viously reported.

The unemployment rate
fell to 5.8%, from 6.1% in
April.

April’s initial employment
count, which delivered
roughly a quarter of the new

1.2 lakh cr. in second quarter

Central bank aims to aid ‘smooth evolution of yield curve’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) will purchase G-Secs
worth 1.2 lakh crore in Q2
of FY22 under G-SAP 2.0
(Government Securities Ac-
quisition Programme) to fa-
cilitate the smooth evolution
of the yield curve.

“The specific dates and
securities under G-SAP 2.0
operations will be indicated
separately,” said Shaktikanta
Das, Governor, RBI.

“We do expect the market
to respond appropriately to
this announcement of G-
SAP,” he added.

The RBI would also pur-
chase G-Secs worth 340,000
crore, including 10,000

RBI’s view on cryptocurrency
stays, have major concerns: Das

Governor urges due diligence before investors take a call

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das on Friday made it clear
that the central bank’s view
on cryptocurrencies such as
Bitcoin remains unchanged
and it continues to have ‘ma-
jor concerns’ on the volatile
instruments.

“There is no change in
RBI’s position (on cryptocur-
rencies). Our circular clari-
fies the position very well,”
Mr. Das told reporters.

The RBI had first come
out with a circular on the is-
sue in 2018, cautioning peo-
ple against investing in cryp-
tocurrencies, that do not
have sovereign character.

It had barred entities reg-
ulated by it from dealing in

PNB turns
I586-crore
profitin Q4

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI
State-owned Punjab Na-
tional Bank (PNB) on Fri-
day posted a standalone
profit of ¥586.3 crore for
the fourth quarter ended
March, aided by an in-
crease in interest income.
The second-largest pu-
blic sector lender had re-
ported a loss of ¥697.2
crore in the January-March

period of 2019-20.
Total income rose to
322,531.7 crore from

%16,388.3 crore. Interest
earned climbed 36% to
18,789.5 crore, PNB said in
a regulatory filing.

The numbers were not
strictly comparable as
Oriental Bank of Com-
merce and United Bank of
India were merged into
PNB effective April 1, 2020,
it said. Net NPAs dipped to
5.7% against 5.8% in the

year-earlier period.

such instruments. However,
the Supreme Court, in 2020,
struck down the circular.
Mr. Das said a revised not-
ification to financial institu-
tions on Monday was neces-
sitated because some banks
were still referring to the old
circular set aside by the
Apex court and this was an
attempt to set the record
straight. The RBI had on
Monday asked banks, NBFCs

and payment system provid-
ers not to refer to its earlier
2018 circular in their com-
munications to customers.

“With regard to RBI’s po-
sition (on cryptocurrencies),
I had said earlier, we have
major concerns around
cryptocurrency which we
have conveyed to the go-
vernment,” Mr. Das said.

Some of the cryptocur-
rencies have seen a massive
dip in their per unit trading
prices lately, leading to ero-
sion of investor wealth.

Mr. Das said the central
bank is not into investment
advice, but added that one
should make one’s own ap-
praisal and do due diligence
before taking a call on in-
vesting in cryptocurrencies.

Thai jewellery trade eyes
India with a new range

‘WFH changing consumer behaviour’

LALATENDU MISHRA
MUMBAI
Trade promotion executives
from Thailand said the CO-
VID-19-induced Work From
Home (WFH) culture has
heralded a change in con-
sumer behaviour, and are
accordingly planning a new
range of jewellery designs to
cater to the demand.
Thailand, the world’s
third-largest exporter of sil-
ver jewellery and colour
stones, following the U.S.
and Hong Kong, has an-
nounced the Bangkok Gems
& Jewelry Fair, to be con-
held virtually between June
22-24, with a view to bag-
ging large orders from India.
Thai officials said con-
sumer appetite for jewellery
and accessories, dampened
by the COVID-19 pandemic,
had begun to increase.
“With WFH, consumer
behaviour has changed to

embrace jewellery and ac-
cessories that highlight the
upper half of the body visi-
ble on Zoom, MS Teams and
Google Meets,” said a spo-
kesperson for Thailand’s
Department of International
Trade Promotion (DITP).

Thailand’s pre-COVID im-
ports of gem and jewellery
from India stood at $300
million and exports about
$600-700 million.

One of its main markets is
India, with an export value
of $143.97 million from Janu-
ary-March, as per DITP data.

crore of State Development
Loans, under G-SAP 1.0 on
June 17.

Previously , the Governor
had indicated that in addi-
tion to G-SAP, the Reserve
Bank would continue to de-
ploy regular operations un-
der the liquidity adjustment
facility, longer-term repo/re-
verse-repo, forex and open

market operations (OMOs),
including special open mar-
ket operations, to ensure li-
quidity conditions evolved
in consonance with the
stance of monetary policy
and financial conditions re-
mained supportive for all
stakeholders.

In the current year, the
RBI had undertaken regular
OMOs and injected addition-
al liquidity to the tune of
336,545 crore (up to May 31)
in addition to ¥60,000 crore
under G-SAP 1.0. A purchase
and sale auction under Op-
eration Twist was also con-
ducted on May 6. The RBI
will continue to conduct reg-
ular operations for liquidity
management, he added.

jobs economists had fore-
cast, led to hand-wringing
among some economists
and investors that growth
was stagnating at a time
when inflation was rising.

The improving public
health situation and massive
fiscal stimulus are support-
ing the economy.

At least half of the Ameri-
can population has been ful-
ly vaccinated against CO-
VID-19, according to data
from the U.S. Centers for

Disease Control and Preven-
tion. That has allowed auth-
orities across the country to
lift virus-related restrictions
on businesses. But the reo-
pening of the economy is
straining the supply chain.

A worker  shortage
blamed on childcare compli-
cations, generous unem-
ployment checks and linger-
ing fears over COVID-19
sharply restrained hiring.

There are a record 8.1 mil-
lion job openings.

Millions of workers, most-
ly women, remain at home
as most school districts have
not moved to full-time in-
person learning.

The expanded benefits
will end in early September
across the country. That, to-
gether with more people
vaccinated and schools fully
reopening in the fall, is ex-
pected to ease the worker
scarcity by September.

No plan to print more
money, asserts RBI chief

‘Governments’ borrowing handled well

LALATENDU MISHRA
MUMBAI

Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
Governor Shaktikanta Das
on Friday asserted that
there was no plan to print
more money.

The Governor’s state-
ment comes amid sugges-
tions from some quarters
that the RBI print more mo-
ney to support the economy
ravaged by the spread of CO-
VID-19 and to protect jobs.

“Central banks, with re-
gard to printing of notes,
have their own models and
have their own assessment,”
said Mr. Das. “I have seen
many remarks [on printing
money] that have come,” he
said while answering a ques-
tion from The Hindu.

“The central banks, with

regard to printing of notes,
take decisions based on so
many complex factors relat-
ing to financial stability, in-
flation and stability of ex-
change rates,” he said.

“The borrowing require-
ments of both States and the
Centre had been handled
very successfully last year,”
the RBI Governor added.
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Serena powers into round four to boost record hopes

Zverev clinical in his win over Djere; women’s third seed Sabalenka crashes out following an error-ridden loss to Pavlyuchenkova

ROLAND-GARROS

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS

Serena Williams sent out a
warning to the rest of the de-
pleted women's draw on Fri-
day with a dominant
straight-sets win over Da-
nielle Collins to reach the
French Open last 16 for the
first time since 2018.

The 39-year-old, still one
short of Margaret Court's all-
time record of 24 Grand
Slam singles titles, won 6-4,
6-4.

Wide open

Serena, at eight, is now the
highest seed left in her half
of the draw, with all of the
world's top four absent from
the second week.

Third seed Aryna Sabalen-
ka was beaten by Russia’s
Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova
6-4, 2-6, 6-0.

The Belarusian made a
whopping 39 unforced er-
rors against 41 winners and
served eight double faults to
six aces as her disappointing
run at the Grand Slam stage

Shorter hard
quarantine for
Indian players

INDIA IN ENGLAND

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SOUTHAMPTON

Spinner Axar Patel said the
Indian team will serve a
three-day hard quarantine
before it is allowed to train
at the Aegeas Bowl here
ahead of the World Test
Championship final against
New Zealand.

The Indian squad was in
quarantine for 14 days in
Mumbai prior to its depar-
ture and is in the middle of
another yet shorter qua-
rantine.

“The plan is to quaran-
tine. We have been told that
we can’t meet each other
for three days, so we will be
quarantining for that much
time,” said Axar in a video
posted by BCCI, capturing
the team’s journey to En-
gland in a charter flight.

The men’s and women’s
squads were in the same
flight. After landing in Lon-
don, the contingent
reached Southampton.

Third day’s play
washed out

NZ IN ENGLAND

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

England and New Zealand
were left kicking their
heels in the Lord’s Pavilion
after rain prevented any
play on Friday’s third day
of the first Test.

The pitch and square re-
mained fully covered all
day and the umpires, fol-
lowing an inspection car-
ried out while rain was still
falling, announced that
there was no prospect of
play before the cut-off time
for are-start.

On Saturday, 98 overs —
as opposed to the standard
90 — are scheduled to be
bowled.

continued.

Serena will next face Ka-
zakh 21st seed Elena Rybaki-
na, with a potential quarter-
final against old rival Victoria
Azarenka up for grabs.

The American had a slight
scare in the second set when
she fell 1-4 behind against
2020 quarterfinalist Collins,
but won the next five games
to secure victory.

Serena thundered down
five aces and hit 22 winners
against Collins, winning in
just 85 minutes on Court Phi-
lippe Chatrier.

Easing ahead

German sixth seed Alexan-
der Zverev eased into the last
16 for the fourth successive
year with a straight-sets win
over Serbia’s Laslo Djere.

The 24-year-old, last
year’s US Open runner-up,
saw off the 55th-ranked
Djere 6-2, 7-5, 6-2 on Court
Philippe Chatrier.

The comfortable nature of
victory was welcome for Zve-
rev, who had fought back
from two sets down to beat
unheralded compatriot Os-

was in 2013 (semifinal)

Former
World No.
7 Gasquet

has lost all 17
of his matches
against Nadal

39

1-Djokovic vs Berankis

3-Nadal vs Norrie

8-Federer vs Koepfer (night session)

(f,) Madison plays a lot of really

heavy balls. I didn’t want to
let her dictate the game. When
she has time, she’s probably one
of the best strikers on tour

AZARENKA after her win over Keys

For the first time in the Open Era (post
1967), there are zero Frenchmen in the
third round of French Open

8 First time in eight years Azarenka is into

the fourth round at Roland Garros. Last

Number of
unforced
errors third

i seed Sabalenka hit in her
i three-set loss. She also

i served eight double faults

C

4-Kenin vs 28-Pegula
5-svitolina vs Krejcikova
8-Swiatek vs 30-Kontaveit

It is far better to be on court
because to entertain a three-year-
old is tough. Takes a lot of energy. But
it is nice here. They have a nice play
room and we play a ton of Lego

SERENA on her daughter Olympia

car Otte in round one before
edging three tight sets
against Russian qualifier Ro-

man Safiullin.
"This is the main goal of
my tennis career, to win

Grand Slams. I feel like the
last year I'm on the right
track again," said Zverev.

Third round: Men: Kei Nishikori
(Jpn) bt Henri Laaksonen (Sui)
7-5, ret.; Federico Delbonis
(Arg) bt 27-Fabio Fognini (Ita)
6-4, 6-1, 6-3; 6-Alexander
Zverev (Ger) bt Laslo Djere (Srb)
6-2, 7-5, 6-2; Alejandro Dav-
idovich Fokina (Esp) bt 15-
Casper Ruud (Nor) 7-6(3), 2-6,
7-6(6), 0-6, 7-5; 2-Daniil Med-
vedev (Rus) bt 32-Reilly Opelka
(USA) 6-4, 6-2, 6-4; 12-Pablo
Carreno Busta bt Steve Johnson
(USA) 6-4, 6-4, 6-2; 22-Chris-
tian Garin (Chi) bt Marcos Giron
(USA) 6-1,5-7, 6-2, 6-2.

Women: 21-Elena Rybakina
(Kaz) bt Elena Vesnina (Rus) 6-1,
6-4; 15-Victoria Azarenka (Blr)
bt 23-Madison Keys (USA) 6-2,
6-2; 31-Anastasia Pavlyuchen-
kova (Rus) bt 3-Aryna Sabalenka
(Blr) 6-4, 2-6, 6-0; Tamara Zid-
ansek (Slo) bt Katerina Siniakova

He will next face former
World No.4 Kei Nishikori,
whose third-round oppo-
nent Henri Laaksonen re-
tired injured following the
opening set.

Rain briefly hit Roland
Garros on Friday, but Zverev
and Djere were able to conti-

THE RESULTS

(Cze) 0-6, 7-6(5), 6-2; 7-Serena
Williams (USA) bt Danielle
Collins (USA) 6-4, 6-4; Sorana
Cirstea (Rom) bt Darya Kasatk-
ina (Rus) 6-3, 6-2.

Thursday's results: Men: 3-Ra-
fael Nadal (Esp) bt Richard Gas-
quet (Fra) 6-0, 7-5, 6-2; Carlos
Alcaraz (Esp) bt 28-Nikoloz
Basilashvili (Geo) 6-4, 6-2, 6-4
Women: 8-Iga Swiatek (Pol) bt
Rebecca Peterson (Swe) 6-1,
6-1; 14-Elise Mertens (Bel) bt
Zarina Diyas (Kaz) 4-6, 6-2, 6-4;
13-Jennifer Brady (USA) bt Fiona
Ferro (Fra) 6-4, 2-6, 7-5.

Fallen seeds

B Men: 15-Ruud, 27-Fognini,
28-Basilashvili, 32-Opelka

m Women: 3- Sabalenka 23-Keys

nue under the Chatrier roof.

The World No. 6 struck 31
winners and four aces as he
dragged himself out of diffi-
culty in the second set, sav-
ing three set points at 3-5
down on Djere's serve before
winning 10 of the next 12
games.

Sizikova denies
match-fixing
charge

ASSOCIATED PRESS
PARIS

A Russian tennis player
suspected of match-
fixing last year has been
arrested during this
year’s French Open, her
lawyer told The
Associated Press on
Friday.

The player, 765th-
ranked Yana Sizikova of
Russia, denied the
allegations, according to
her lawyer, Frederic
Belot. He added that
Sizikova wants to file a
complaint for
defamation.

The Paris prosecutor’s
office confirmed to the
AP that a “women’s
international player”
was in custody, but it did
not identify her. She was
arrested on Thursday
night on charges of
“sports bribery and
organised fraud for acts
likely to have been
committed in September
2020,” the prosecutor’s
office said.

Ramesh Krishnan, the enchanting touch artist, turns 60

The eight-time winner of ATP Tour singles titles says his storied career ‘feels like it was from another lifetime’

K. KEERTHIVASAN
CHENNAI

Former Indian tennis star
Ramesh Krishnan had a long
and successful career, span-
ning 15 years on the interna-
tional circuit.

He achieved a career-best
world ranking of 23 in 1985
and registered wins over
some of the world’s best
players, including Mats Wi-
lander, Jimmy Connors and
Pat Cash.

He had a storied Davis
Cup career as well, playing a
crucial role in India scripting
wins over top-ranked teams
such as Australia and France.

Distant memory

Asked to look back at his
journey, Ramesh, who turns
60 on Saturday, told The
Hindu that his career is a dis-
tant memory.

“It feels like it was from
another lifetime! I quit play-
ing in 1993, which is 28 years
ago, that’s a very faint me-
mory,” said Ramesh, who
has won eight ATP Tour sin-

Go-to man: Ramesh Krlshnan was often Indla s hero in Davns Cup matches. Here he is seen playing
against Haracio de la Pena in the India-Argentina World Group tie in Delhiin 1987. = THE HINDU ARCHIVES

gles titles.

Ramesh considers himself
lucky to have played on the
tour for a decade and a half.
“Very fortunate to have had
all that experience, which
was quite unique. When I
first started on the [ATP

Perez fastest in practice

Hamilton fails to make the top-10

AZERBAIJAN GP

REUTERS
BAKU
Red Bull’s Sergio Perez set
the pace in Azerbaijan
Grand Prix practice on Fri-
day with championship-
leading teammate Max Ver-
stappen close behind. Lewis
Hamilton and Mercedes
failed to make the top-10.
The Mexican driver
lapped the Baku street cir-
cuit with a best time of one
minute 42.115 seconds, 0.101
quicker than Verstappen.
“We’ve done very good
progress, after Monaco we
did a very deep analysis and
today was like ‘wow, I finally

Sergio Perez.
=GETTY IMAGES

understand a bit more this
car, how I need to drive it’,”
said Perez, who joined Red
Bull this season.

“In all regards I think this
is the best Friday of the sea-
son, the most complete Fri-
day in terms of data.”

Tokyo ‘cornered’ into holding
Games: Olympian Yamaguchi

ASSOCIATED PRESS
TOKYO
Tokyo has been “cornered”
into holding the games dur-
ing the coronavirus pandem-
ic, one of Japan’s best-
known Olympians and an ex-
ecutive member of the
Japanese Olympic Commit-
tee said in an outspoken edi-
torial published Friday.

Kaori Yamaguchi said the
International Olympic Com-
mittee, the government and
local organisers are ignoring
widespread opposition to
the Games from the Japa-
nese public.

Depending on how the
question is phrased in diffe-
rent polls, between 50-80%
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Kaori Yamaguchi. =ap

of Japanese people oppose
holding the Olympics.

Scathing editorial

“We have been cornered in-
to a situation where we can-
not even stop now. We are

»

damned if we do, and
damned if we do not,” Yama-
guchi wrote in an editorial
published by Japan’s Kyodo
news agency. “The I0C also
seems to think that public
opinion in Japan is not
important.”

Yamaguchi won a bronze
medal in judo at the 1988 Se-
oul Olympics and is also a
former world champion.

“What will these Olym-
pics be for, and for whom?”
she asked.

“The Games have already
lost meaning and are being
held just for the sake of
them. I believe we have al-
ready missed the opportuni-
ty to cancel.”

Tour], Vijay [Amritraj] was
playing actively. So it was a
good learning experience for
me. We also had Sashi [Me-
non] and Anand Amritraj.
Moreover, there was a lot
more interest from the In-
dian media, too,” he said.

Singapore GP
cancelled:
promoter

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BAKU

The Singapore Grand Prix,
scheduled for October 3,

has been cancelled “due to
ongoing safety and logistic :
concerns brought about by

the COVID-19 pandemic,”
the race promoter an-
nounced on Friday.

“To cancel the event for :
the second year in a row is :
an incredibly difficult deci- :
sion but a necessary one in :
light of the prevailing res- :
trictions for live events in :
Singapore,” Colin Syn, de- :
puty chairman of the race
promoter, said in a state- :

ment.

Milkha’s wife’s
condition
deteriorates

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHANDIGARH

Milkha Singh is “better and
more stable” as he battles :
COVID-19 in the ICU of

PGIMER Hospital here

even as his wife and former :
volleyball captain Nirmal :
Kaur’s condition deterio- :
rated because of the same

ailment.

Milkha also received a
phone call from Prime Mi- :
nister Narendra Modi en- :
quiring about his health on :

Friday. In a statement,

PGIMER said Milkha was
better than Thursday when :
he was brought to the hos- :
pital with dipping levels of :

oxygen.

“Especially Nirmal Shekar of
The Hindu who covered
most of my matches. He was
a very good friend of mine. I
really miss him.”

When asked to pick his fa-
vourite ATP title, Ramesh
chose the Hong Kong Open

SUPER STAR

(’ In 1979, 1 won the
junior title at Roland
Garros. The final was
played on the Centre
Court right after the men’s
singles final. As I walked
off the court, the first
person to congratulate me
was the late, great Aussie,
Lew Hoad, who was
excited, in fact, more
excited than me! I guess he
was happy to see his good
friend’s son win the title.

he won in 1986. “I remember
the tournament very well be-
cause on three consecutive
days, I played some of my
best tennis. Beating Con-
nors, Cash and Andres Go-
mez will remain special. And
to beat Connors is always a
big challenge. Once you’ve
beaten him, he has made you
very sharp for the subse-
quent matches,” said Ra-
mesh, who made the quar-
terfinals at a Grand Slam
thrice: Wimbledon (1986),
US Open (1981 and ’87).
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;I;he Ramesh Krishnan
factfile

B DOB: June 5, 1961; Height:
517

B Won the junior
championships at Roland

Garros and Wimbledon in
1979, was World No. 1 junior

m Key member of Indian team
that made the Davis Cup
final in 1987

B Beat the then-World No.1
Mats Wilander in the second
round of the 1989
Australian Open

B Won eight top-level singles
titles and one doubles
crown

B Coaches: T.K. Ramanathan
(grandfather), Ramanathan
Krishnan (father), Harry
Hopman (1977-85), Roy
Emerson (1985 onwards).

According to Ramesh, In-
dia’s victories over Australia
and France on their home
courts in the Davis Cup will
remain very special. “The

Two teams which will rely heavily on star strilers are Wales and Poland. For Wales

the spotlight will be on Gareth Bale to silence critics, who say he has lost his
appetite for success, while Robert Lewandowski remains Poland’s Plan A, B and C

WALES

GOALKEEPERS: Wayne Hennessey, Danny
Ward, Adam Davies

DEFENDERS:

Chris Gunter, Ben Davies,

Connor Roberts, Ethan Ampadu, Chris
Mepham, Joe Rodon, Tom Lockyer, Neco
Williams, Rhys Norrington-Davies, Ben Cabango

MIDFIELDERS: Aaron Ramsey, Joe Allen, Jonny Williams,
Harry Wilson, David Brooks, Joe Morrell, Matt Smith, Dylan

Levitt, Rubin Colwill

FORWARDS: Gareth Bale, Kieffer Moore, Tyler Roberts,

Daniel James

COACH: Robert Page EURO DID YOU
: KNOW?

FORM GUIDE: APPEARANCES: T puliiiytl

Wl WIL|W]|W BEST

USUAL 'S’ER.ZORI""ANCE Football

FORMATION: 4-2-3-1 ZSTG' nats Association

FIRST MATCH:
vs Switzerland,
June 12,
Baku, 6.30 p.m.

KEY PLAYER

Gareth Bale
Due to turn 32 this
summer, Bale remains
the talisman and is
Wales' all-time record
scorer. A huge
influence on and

off the field, he has
scored crucial goals
throughout his ‘
international f 3
career since A
debuting in 2006 " /

)

ONE TO WATCH

Ethan Ampadu | still only 20, Ampadu'’s
ability to play in both defence and midfield
has enabled him to establish himself for
Wales. Comfortable on the ball, Ampadu can
play out from deep positions and is a solid
presence at the back when not in possession

in world
football,

England
(1863) and
Scotland
(1873)

@

EURO2020

two matches stand out. Beat-
ing Australia [1987 World
Group semifinals] in Sydney
was a significant win and
beating France in Frejus
[1993 World Group quarterfi-
nals] was special,” he said.

Empathy for Osaka

On the Naomi Osaka issue —
the Japanese player chose
not to attend press confe-
rences at the ongoing French
Open for mental health rea-
sons — Ramesh empathised
with the 23-year-old four-
time Grand Slam champion.
“While I empathise with her,
post-match press conferenc-
es are mandatory and an im-
portant part of the game.
Maybe players can be grant-
ed a little extra time after
matches to compose them-
selves before facing the
press,” he said.

Like most, Ramesh is
stuck indoors these days. “I
watch the French Open and
see an assortment of films,”
he signed off.
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POLAND

Tymoteusz Puchacz

! GOALKEEPERS: Lukasz Fabianski,
v Wojciech Szczesny, Lukasz Skorupski
DEFENDERS: Kamil Glik, Maciej Rybus,

Bartosz Bereszynski, Jan Bednarek, Pawel
Dawidowicz, Michal Helik, Kamil Piatkowski, Tomasz Kedziora,

MIDFIELDERS: Przemystaw Frankowski, Grzegorz
Krychowiak, Piotr Zielinski, Mateusz Klich, Kamil Jozwiak,
Jakub Moder, Przemyslaw Placheta, Kacper Kozlowski

FORWARDS: Dawid Kownacki, Robert Lewandowski, Arkadiusz
Milik, Krzysztof Piatek, Karol Swiderski, Jakub Swierczok

COACH: Paulo Sousa

FORM GUIDE:
LILIDIWI|L

FIRST MATCH:

St. Petersburg, all-time

9.30 p.m. EURO top
scorer with

L H 9 ml three goals;

AL AL / | Lewandowski

441 ‘,/ Il needs one

EU RO more goal_to

APPEARANCES match him

3

BEST 1 )

PERFORMANCE: \

Quarterfinals (2016)

KEY PLAYER /\ i

Robert iy

Lewandowski

Poland's most-capped
player and all-time
leading marksman, the
Bayern striker remains
one of the game's
most lethal predators

o~

vs Slovakia, June 14, ]

ONE TO WATCH

Krzysztof Piatek | currently at Hertha
after brief but eye-catching spells with

DID YOU

kowski is
Poland’'s

.

Genoa and AC Milan, Pigtek has kicked off

. -4 his burgeoning Poland career with a goal
!' ™ j roughly every two matches

COMPILED BY S.V. SRIRAM | SOURCE: UEFA/AGENCIES
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TV PICKS

Roland-Garros: SS Select 1 &
2(SD&HD),2.30 p.m.
England vs New Zealand:
1st Test, (SD & HD), 3.30 p.m.
F1: Azerbaijan GP (Qualify-
ing): SS Select 2 (SD & HD),
5.30 p.m.

IN BRIEF

Murray pulls out of
Nottingham tourney
LONDON

Andy Murray has withdrawn
from next week's Wimbledon
warm-up in Nottingham, but
the former World No. Tis still
on course to play in the
grass-court Grand Slam,
according to reports. Murray
is recovering from a groin
injury. arp

Suns topple

champion Lakers

LOS ANGELES

Phoenix Suns, fuelled by 47
points from Devin Booker,
toppled NBA defending
champion Los Angeles Lakers
113-100 on Thursday, handing
superstar LeBron James his
first first-round playoff exit.
The results: WC: Portland
Trail Blazers 115 lost to
Denver Nuggets 126 (Nuggets
wins series 4-2); Los Angeles
Lakers 100 lost to Phoenix
Suns 113 (Suns win series 4-2).

Brianna McNeal banned
for doping violation

PARIS

Olympics 100m hurdles
champion Brianna McNeal has
been banned for five years for
tampering with the anti-
doping testing process, the
Athletics Integrity Unit
announced on Friday. Brianna,
29, can still take part in the
US trials for the Tokyo
Olympics later this month
while she appeals the ban,
which is backdated to August
15,2020, the AlU said in a
statement. arp

Pakistan picks Moin's son
Azam in T20 squad

KARACHI

Pakistan on Thursday named
uncapped Azam Khan, son of
former captain Moin Khan, in
the T20 squad for the tours of
England and West Indies. The
selectors also recalled Imad
Wasim for the three T20Is in
England and five in the West
Indies besides Haris Sohail for
the three ODIs in England.
Pace bowlers Muhammad
Abbas and Naseem Shah have
also won back spots in the
squad that will play two Tests
against the West Indies in
Jamaica. pmi

Koeman to continue as
Barcelona coach

MADRID

Ronald Koeman has escaped
the Barcelona axe with club
president Joan Laporta
announcing on Thursday the
Dutchman would continue as
coach next season. arp

Sriram Balaji,
Ramkumar duo
in semifinals

INDIANS ABROAD

SPORTS BUREAU
BIELLA (ITALY)

Sriram Balaji and Ramku-
mar Ramanathan defeated
Jacopo Berrettini and Fla-
vio Cobolli 7-6(9), 7-5 to en-
ter the doubles semifinals
of the €44,820 Challenger
tournament here.

Other results: $52,080 Chal-
lenger, Little Rock, US: Pre-
quarterfinals: Goncalo Olivei-
ra (Por) bt Sasikumar Mukund
4-6, 6-4, 6-2.

Doubles (pre-quarterfinals):
Michal Pervolarakis (Gre) &
Sasi Kumar Mukund bt Ruben
Gonzales (Phi) & Martin Re-
dlicki (US) 6-2, 7-6(3); Chris-
topher Eubanks (US) & Rober-
to Quiroz (Ecu) bt Jeevan
Nedunchezhiyan & Purav Raja
7-6(5), 6-2.

$15,000 ITF men, Monastir,
Tunisia: Pre-quarterfinals:
Mauro de Maio (Ita) bt Sidd-
hant Banthia 6-2, 2-0 (retd.).
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10-man India goes down to Qatar

Goalkeeper Gurpreet Sandhu’s saves keep it from being a rout
[T
j

FOOTBALL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DOHA

A 10-man India defended
creditably but still suffered a
1-0 defeat to Asian champion
Qatar in their World Cup
qualifying round match here
on Thursday.

Abdel Aziz scored in the
33rd minute in a match com-
pletely dominated by the Qa-
taris. The two sides had
played out a goal-less draw
in their first leg match here
in September 2019.

Group topper Qatar,
which is yet to lose a match,
had waves of attacks with
eight to nine players in the
Indian half for most of the
time. Goalkeeper Gurpreet
Singh Sandhu had to pull off
a series of saves to keep the
margin of loss small.

India played with 10 men
from the 17th minute on-
wards after defender Rahul
Bheke was red carded after a
second booking; the first yel-
low card came in the ninth
minute.

India did have two good
moves in the match from
counter-attacks with Manvir

Standout performance: India goalkeepe

o

himself in the game. =TwiTTER/INDIANFOOTBALL

Singh in the thick of things
on both occasions. India
captain Sunil Chhetri, who
returned to the team after re-
covering from COVID-19, was
replaced by Udanta Singh at
the start of the second half.
A win-less India remains
in fourth spot in Group E
with three points from six
matches. India next plays
Bangladesh on June 7.
Speaking after the match,
Gurpreet said India must

learn to capitalise on its
chances.

“I think we were very un-
fortunate with the result.
Everybody in the pitch gave
their everything and that’s
what we need. Very very un-
fortunate not to get someth-
ing out of this game,” he said
in a video shared by All India
Football Federation (AIFF)
on its Twitter handle.

“Ithink everyone is gutted
because the way we played,

Olympics-bound wrestler
Sumit Malik fails dope test

Provisionally suspended, ‘B’ sample sent for testing

WRESTLING

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

In a jolt to Indian wrestlers’
campaign in the Tokyo
Olympics, 125kg freestyle
wrestler Sumit Malik has
tested positive for banned
substance methylhexanea-
mine (MHA).

According to a Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI) of-
ficial, United World Wres-
tling (UWW) in its communi-
cation on Thursday night
said Malik had been provi-
sionally suspended for the
doping violation.

As per the World Anti-
Doping Agency (WADA) list,
MHA is prohibited in compe-
tition only as a specified
stimulant.

The WADA Code says
“when an Adverse Analyti-

Sumit. Malik
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

cal Finding is received for a
prohibited substance or a
prohibited method, other
than a specified substance, a
provisional suspension shall
be imposed promptly...”
“The UWW has said that
Sumit’s ‘A’ sample returned
positive. His ‘B’ sample is ex-
pected to be tested around
June 10,” said a WFTI official

on Friday.

Malik was tested during
the World Olympic qualifier
in Sofia last month.

The WF1I official said if Ma-
lik was held responsible for
the doping violation (during
the hearing process), then
India would lose the Olym-
pic quota place earned by
him.

Altogether eight Indian
wrestlers, four each in men
and women’s freestyle, have
qualified for the Tokyo
Olympics.

Four years ago, prior to
the Rio Olympics, 74kg wres-
tler Narsingh Yadav had
failed a dope test in contro-
versial circumstances and
was withdrawn from the
Olympics after the Court of
Arbitration for Sport handed
the Indian wrestler a four-
year suspension.

We have the team to finish
among the top five: Amoj Jacob

ATHLETICS

STAN RAYAN
KOCHI

His progress in the quarter-
mile this year has been
amazing, and now Amoj Ja-
cob believes that India has
the men’s relay team to finish
among the top five in next
month’s Tokyo Olympics.

“For the first time, we
have four runners who have
gone below 46s. If we make it
to Tokyo, we can finish
among the top five in the
4x400m,” said the 23-year-
old, the country’s fastest
quartermiler this season, in
a chat with The Hindu from
the Patiala National camp.

“If you look at the perso-
nal bests of Muhammed
Anas, Arokia Rajiv, Noah Nir-
mal Tom and me, all of us
have gone below 46s.”

Jacob has improved his
400m personal best with ev-
ery meet this year, opening
with 46s in the Indian Grand
Prix-2 in late February and

Amoj Jacob.

then improving it to 45.70
(GP-3) and 45.68s while tak-
ing the Federation Cup gold
in March.

Was he surprised by his
stunning run?

“No, I was not surprised, I
was prepared for the timing.
I thought I could run around
45.5s, but in the Federation
Cup, my judgement was
quite wrong. I ran the first
300 very fast, then I got
tired,” he explained.

Jacob has a fantastic target
now, a time that will topple
the national record (45.21s)
that belongs to Muhammed

Anas, the 2018 Jakarta Asian
Games silver medallist.

“Basically I want to run
below 45s. To go below 45,
I'll have to work on my start,
the finish also. And also fo-
cus on the floating part, from
80 to 250m.”

With such heavy thoughts
running in his head, how
does Anas look at him?

“I'm the youngest of the
lot and Anas is like my elder
brother, he guides me with
technique and everything.
The rivalry is only on the
track.”

If Jacob clocks 44.90s be-
fore June 29, it will bring him
a Tokyo ticket in the 400m.

“But we are mainly focus-
ing on the relays. The qualifi-
cation time in the individual
400m is quite tough.”

In the relays, India has a
confirmed spot only in the
mixed 4x400m and the next
few weeks will be very an-
xious ones as the men’s team
is in the 14th spot in the Road
to Tokyo rankings.

National inter-State meet at two venues

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The 60th National inter-
State athletics champion-
ship will be held at two ve-
nues in Patiala, the National
Institute of Sports (24
events) and the Punjabi Un-
iversity ground (19 events),
from June 25 to 29.

The event will be the last
qualification opportunity for
athletes for the Tokyo
Olympics.

The Athletics Federation

»

of India will also be inviting
athletes from Sri Lanka, Ban-
gladesh, Chinese Taipei, Ma-
laysia and Kazakhstan for
the competition.

“We are planning this
competition very carefully
due to the pandemic situa-
tion.

“To avoid large gatherings
at one place, we have decid-
ed to host the competition at
two different locations in Pa-
tiala,” said AFI president
Adille J. Sumariwalla.

Athletes who meet the
AFT's qualification standards
for this competition will on-
ly be allowed to take part.

Entries are to be submit-
ted online, on the AFI web-
site by the affiliated States/
UT, from June 10 to 18.

The AFI, which confirmed
the details of the inter-State
meet on Friday, was howev-
er silent on the Indian Grand
Prix-4 which it had planned
to hold on June 15.

p ik } P
r Gurpreet Singh Sandhu gave a good account of

we deserved something out
of it. But things happen in
football and we now move
on to the next game.”

India may have suffered a
bigger defeat had it not been
for Sandhu, who pulled off
as many as nine saves in the
group E match.

Asked about his saves,
Sandhu said: “I honestly
didn’t (count the number of
saves), but I think it was
more than last time.”

Pragg eyes
another title

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

R. Praggnanandhaa will
eye a second title on the Ju-
lius Bar Challengers Chess
Tour when the Gelfand
Challenge online event be-
gins on June 10.

The field has 10 players
each from two teams —
Team Polgar and Team
Kramnik — and follows a
round-robin format.

These youngsters are
trained and mentored by
the highest rated lady
player in chess history Ju-
dit Polgar and former
World champion Vladimir
Kramnik.

If Nihal Sarin and D. Gu-
kesh are part of Team Pol-
gar, Praggnanandhaa and
Leon Mendonca represent
Team Kramnik.

Winning the Polgar leg
earned Praggnanandhaa a
place in the Meltwaters
Champions Chess Tour.

After the first leg, held in
April, Team Polgar aggre-
gated 96.5 points to Team
Kramnik’s 88.0.

The team ahead after
four events will travel to
Dubai to witness the Mag-
nus Carlsen-lan Nepom-
niachtchi World chess title-
match in November.

Humpy to skip

World Cup

‘Thought there
was no need for
me to travel in
these uncertain
times’

CHESS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOZHIKODE

Koneru Humpy will not play
at the chess World Cup,
which gets underway at So-
chi, Russia, from July 10.

“I have decided not to
play because I have already
qualified for the World
championship’s Candidates
tournament and because I
am not sure if participating
in an event that will have
more than 300 players is
safe in the time of a pan-
demic,” the World No. 3 told
The Hindu on Friday.

“I could have taken the
risk if I hadn’t qualified for
the Candidates, but since I
have, by finishing second at
the Grand Prix series, I
thought there was no need
for me to travel to Russia in
these uncertain times.”

She said she was hopeful
of returning to tournaments

Tech Mahindra and FIDE sign
MoU for Global Chess League

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The International Chess Fed-
eration (FIDE) and Tech Ma-
hindra have signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding
(MoU) to create the Global
Chess league. As per the
statement by FIDE on Friday,

“The competition will be
established as a first-of-its-
kind “phygital” (physical and
digital) league, engaging pro-
fessional players and others.
In principle, several fran-
chise-owned teams, compris-
ing titled players, juniors and

wildcard entrants, will play
each other in an exciting
format.”

FIDE further stated, “A
new holding company will be
created to operate the func-
tioning of the Global Chess
League, in which the FIDE
president will be part of the
Board of Directors and five-
time world chess champion
Viswanathan Anand as men-
tor and partner.”

Mahindra Group’s chair-
man Anand Mahindra said,
“From tweeting about the
game to forming a league un-

der Viswanathan Anand’s
mentorship, and now on-
boarding FIDE, the entire

journey has been very gratify-

ing. We hope the ‘Global

Chess League’ will take the

game to new heights.”

FIDE president Arkady :
Dvorkovich said, “We are en-
deavouring to dramatically :
enhance its visibility through
a global league. I am certain :
Tech Mahindra’s expertise :
will further aid the Global :
Chess League, accelerate its :
popularity and lay out a rivet-
ing tournament for the chess :

fans.”

I have decided not
to play because I
have already
qualified for the
Candidates
tournament and
because I am not
sure if participating
in an event that will
have more than 300
players is safe in the
time of a pandemic

C

HUMPY

after a few months.

“I'haven’t played an event
since February last year and
I am itching to get back on
the circuit,” she said.

“I am planning to play at
the Grand Swiss tourna-
ment later this year.”

Though neither Humpy,
the reigning women’s World
rapid champion, nor five-
time World champion Vis-
wanathan Anand is playing
at the World Cup, India is
still fielding a strong contin-
gent in the form of P. Harik-
rishna, Vidit Gujrathi, B. Ad-
hiban, Aravind
Chithambaram, P. Iniyan,
Dronavalli Harika, Padmini
Rout, Bhakti Kulkarni and R.
Vaishali.

Former India
hockey player
Usman dead

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Former India hockey
player Usman Khan has
died after a prolonged bat-
tle with cancer, the sport’s
governing body in the
country said on Friday
while condoling his death.

Khan was 76 and sur-
vived by three sons and a
daughter.

HI president Gyanendro

Ningombam  expressed
condolences to Khan’s
family.
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ROLE OF TECHNOLOGY IN
AGRICULTURE COURSES

SRM Institute of Science and Technology (SRMIST)
in association with The Hindu Group brings a
15-part webinar series to provide expert career
guidance to Class 10,11 and 12 students.

Join the webinar on
6t June 2021 (Sunday) at 11:00 AM

to hear from the experts
followed by a Q&A session.

SRM Institute of Science and Technology (SRMIST), SRM Nagar, Kattankulathur, Chengalpattu District, Tamil Nadu - 603 203.
Phone: +91 (44) 27455510, 47437500, 67370700 | Email to admissions.india@srmisteduin | Website: www.srmist.edu.in

Dr. Subrat Panda

Chief Technology Officer
AgNext Technologies

Dean

(SRMIST)

Dr. M. Sanjeevagandhi

Assistant Professor (Environmental Sciences)
SRM College of Agricultural Sciences
SRM Institute of Science & Technology (SRMIST)

Register for the Webinar at:

http://bit.ly/SRMISTTHI3
OrScan QR Code
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