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They are not gangsters:
court on handcuffs plea
NEW DELHI

A Delhi court dismissed the
plea by authorities to produce
former JNU student Umar
Khalid and United Against
Hate member Khalid Saifi,
arrested in connection with
the north-east Delhiriots, in
"fetters and handcuffs”,
saying they are not previous
convicts or gangsters.
NORTH & EAST b PAGE 4

‘If pizza can be delivered
at home, why not ration’
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Sunday requested Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
allow doorstep delivery of
ration. "If pizza can be home-
delivered then why should
ration not be delivered to the
houses of the poor," he asked.
CITY » PAGE 3

At 381, Delhi sees lowest
virus cases since March 15
NEW DELHI

The city on Sunday recorded
381 fresh COVID-19 cases and
34 more deaths, said a health
bulletin released by the Delhi
government. The number of
new infections was the
lowest since March 15 and
the death toll the lowest

in nearly two months.
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Punjab, T.N. and Kerala top
education index ranking

Gujarat loses ground in grading of school education

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Punjab, Tamil Nadu and Ker-
ala have all scored higher
than 90% in the Education
Ministry’s Performance
Grading Index for 2019-20,
which was released on Sun-
day.

Gujarat dropped from se-
cond to eighth rank in the in-
dex, while Madhya Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh are the on-
ly States which have seen ac-
tual regression in scores ov-
er this period.

The index monitors the
progress that the States and
Union Territories have made
in school education with re-
gard to learning outcomes,
access and equity, infras-
tructure and facilities, and
governance and manage-
ment processes.

Huge jump

Punjab recorded the highest
score of almost 929 out of a
possible 1,000, showing a
huge jump from 769 last
year. The State topped the
charts in terms of equity, in-
frastructure and gover-
nance, and shared the top
spot in the domain of access
with Kerala.

In fact, Punjab overtook
the Union Territory of Chan-
digarh, which topped both
previous editions of the in-
dex, but has now slid to se-

It tracked 515
vaccinated people
across 22 cities

JACOB KOSHY
NEW DELHI

Grade sheet

Three States, Punjab, Tamil Nadu and Kerala, attained a
score of more than 900 out of 1,000 in the Education
Ministry's Performance Grading Index for 2019-20

PGI SCORE (2019-20) Two doses of Covishield vac-

cine produced more antibo-
dies than Covaxin doses, but
there were relatively fewer
instances of ‘breakthrough
infections’ after the latter, re-
ports a study of healthcare
workers (HCW) in India.

Punjab

Gujarat
884

More anti-bodies produced by
Covishield than Covaxin: study

Ta le Of two VaCCines I A study of the real-world effectiveness of vaccination

in India shows the differences in the protection accorded by Covishield and Covaxin:
™ = It was a pan-India
exercise studying
vaccine responses in
doctors across 13 States
and 22 cities

= Among the 515
healthcare workers
(305 male and 210
female), 95% showed
seropositivity after two
doses of both vaccines

protein were higher in
Covishield than Covaxin

= There were relatively
fewer instances

of 'breakthrough
infections' after taking
Covaxin

= Mild to moderate
adverse events
associated with both
vaccines were similar,
and none had severe or

= Overall, anti-bodies
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cond place with a score of
912.

Tamil Nadu also overtook
Kerala, with a score of 906,
largely driven by improve-
ments in the State’s educa-
tional governance and man-
agement, as well as in terms
of infrastructure and
facilities.

Gujarat, which had the se-
cond highest score in the
previous edition, dropped to
eighth place. It regressed in
the key domain of access,
which measures enrolment
of students in school and the
ability to keep them from

dropping out as well as
mainstreaming out-of-
school students. Its progress
in other areas also did not
keep pace with other States.

Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh saw a glaring
drop in their scores, pushing
both States to an overall per-
formance that was worse
than in the previous edition.

The new Union Territory of

Ladakh was included sepa-
rately for the first time in this
edition, and had the lowest
score of just 545.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

The study is being peer-re-
viewed and has been submit-
ted to a journal but appears
as a preprint in MedrXiv, an
online repository, and is
among the few studies of the
real-world effectiveness of
vaccination in India.

The study shows that
none of the participants,
who were all doctors and got
both doses of vaccines, were
ill and only about 6% tested
positive at different points of
the vaccination schedule.
While both vaccines were
protective, there were diffe-
rences in the protection ac-
corded by a single dose of
the vaccines.

Due to the shortage, it’s
easier for people to get a sin-
gle dose — given that the re-
commended gap has been
extended to as many as 12
weeks for Covishield.

For the study, 515 health-
care workers from 13 States

Farmers convoy from Haryana “New rulesonly to check
heads to protest site in Delhi

More people expected to regroup at national capital: SKM

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Alarge number of farmers in
a convoy of hundreds of veh-
icles from Haryana’s Ambala
on Sunday reached the Sing-
hu border outside Delhi,
which has been the site of
protests by the farmers’ un-
ions. The unions said more
farmers from Haryana were
expected to join the protest
sites in the next few days.
Led by Bharatiya Kisan
Union (Charuni) president
Gurnam Singh Charuni, the

convoy, mostly comprising
cars with black flags, set off
from Ambala through Karnal
and Panipat on the Delhi-
Amabala highway.

BKU’s spokesperson Ra-
kesh Bains claimed that
around 3,500 vehicles were
part of the convoy. He added
that another convoy from
Haryana’s Panipat would
join the site on June 10.

The Samyukt Kisan Mor-
cha (SKM), in a press state-
ment, claimed that a large
number of protesters conti-

Since February pact, all

quiet on Line of Control
‘No infiltration bids for over 100 days’

Keeping watch: In this file photo, BSF jawans guard the
snow-covered border near the LoC in Kashmir. =Nissar AHMAD

DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

There has been no exchange
of fire nor infiltration at-
tempts from across the Line
of Control (LoC) for over 100
days since the commitment
by India and Pakistan to
adhere to the 2003 cease-
fire, two defence officials on
the ground said.

“There have been no infil-
tration attempts so far. No
reported infiltration as well.
However, the presence of
terrorists at launch pads is
reported. There has not
been any reduction in the
numbers,” a senior officer
on the ground said. “The
border population is the big-
gest beneficiary. It is a huge

cM
K

relief for the villagers as they
are able to move freely as no
firing is taking place.”

As per data from the Ar-
my, last year there were over
4,600 ceasefire violations
(CFV) and 592 CFVs this year
till the commitment came
into effect on February 25.
For comparison, till June 1,
2020, there were 1,531 CFVs.

However, smuggling con-
tinues as there are several
villages ahead of the LoC
fence, the officer said. In
these 100 days, there have
been major seizures of nar-
cotics and improvised explo-
sive device materials, gre-
nades and pistols, he added.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

»

nued to pour into various
sites at the Singhu border,
the Tikri border, Ghazipur
and other locations.

“While the spin doctors of
BJP continue to try to create
an image of dwindling num-
bers at the protest sites, the
government should know
that quite the opposite is the
case, and all protest sites are
witnessing a huge surge of
protesters joining the sites,”
said the press statement.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

~ misuse of social media’
Will benefit 100 cr. users, says Prasad

YUTHIKA BHARGAVA
NEW DELHI

Amid Twitter and WhatsApp
pushing back against the go-
vernment’s new rules for so-
cial media platforms, IT and
Law Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad said the rules only be-
nefit the over 100 crore users
of such platforms by giving
them a means to address
their grievances.

“...These are basically the
rights of the users against
misuse [of social media plat-
forms]. Any robust democra-
cy, which allows freedom of
speech and expression, must

also allow a forum for redres-
sal of complaints,” Mr. Pra-
sad said.

The  Minister again
stressed that these platforms
will have to abide by the laws
in India. “The way social me-
dia has empowered ordinary
Indians is a matter of great
assurance... But a private
company sitting in America
should refrain from lecturing
us on democracy when you
are denying your users the
right to an effective redressal
forum,” he said.

INTERVIEW » PAGE 9

‘Maharashtra is
in talks to get
Sputnik doses’

With vaccination for the
18-44 age group proceeding
extremely slowly in
Maharashtra owing to a
severe vaccine paucity,
Health Minister Rajesh Tope
said a large stock of the
Russian Sputnik V vaccine
will be available in the State
from July. » PAGE 10

towards the spike

Indiarecords
highest daily
“deaths in world

: India recorded 99,117 new

: COVID-19 cases and 2,401

. new deaths till 9.30 p.m. on
¢ Sunday. The country has so
. far reported a total of

: 2,89,07,560 cases and

i 3,49,186 deaths. It also

: continued to record the

. highest daily deaths in the

¢ world. » PAGE 10

unsolicited side-effects

- Online group
digs into virus
leak theory

¢ When it was proposed

: about a year ago, talk of an

: original lab-leaked virus was
¢ dismissed as a conspiracy

. theory. A year later, that

¢ theory is back in the

¢ reckoning, teased out of its

: conspiratorial hues and

¢ summoned into the

¢ limelight. » PAGE M

and covering 22 cities were
evaluated from January to
May 2021. Their blood sam-
ples were also tested for the
presence, quantity of anti-
bodies produced and levels
of the specific anti-bodies di-

rected to the spike protein of
the virus, widely held to be a
proxy of protection.

A single dose of Covish-
ield elicited about 10 times
the anti-bodies than Covaxin
whereas a second dose nar-

rowed the gap somewhat,
with Covishield-triggered an-
ti-bodies about six times that
of Covaxin-stimulated ones,
the study found.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

50% of metro life back on track from today

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The second phase of the “un:
lock” process will begin in
the Capital on Monday morn-
ing with malls and markets,
which have been shut since
the lockdown was enforced
on April 19, opening on an
odd-even basis.

The Delhi Metro services

will restart with 50% capaci-
ty and trains will run at an in-
terval of 5-15 minutes. Private
offices will operate with 50%
staff while those working in
essential services can work at
100% capacity.

All neighbourhood shops
have been allowed to func-
tion, including liquor vends.
Shops selling essential goods,

including educational books
and stationery items, fan
shops in malls and market
complexes, are permitted to
open on all days without any
time restrictions. Shops deal-
ing with non-essential goods
or services will operate from
10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

REPORT ON » PAGE 3
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DELHI
MONDAY, JUN. 07

RISE  05:24 SET 19:18
\_ RISE 03:21 SET 16:38
TUESDAY, JUN. 08

RISE  05:24 SET 19:18
\_ RISE 03:53 SET 17:33
WEDNESDAY, JUN. 09

RISE  05:23 SET 19:19
\_ RISE 04:27 SET 18:27

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 38 24
Safdarjang 38 24
Palam 38 25

Delhi Palam Today

41°C A hot day would prevail.
Short spell thunderstorm or
light rain with gusty winds may
occur at few places.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
42°C Another hot day and
warm evening likely. Dry
weather with moderate gusty
winds during day.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.

Caretaker kills
elderly woman
during robbery

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 75-year-old woman was
strangled to death allegedly
by her caretaker and his
two accomplices during a
robbery at her flat in Hari
Nagar, the police said on
Sunday.

The 22-year-old caretak-
er, Monu, hatched a conspi-
racy along with Vishal and
Naveen to rob the woman as
she was an “easy target”,
they said, adding that all of
them were arrested from
Burari.

The woman has been
identified as Savitri Sharma.
DCP (West) Urvija Goel said:
“We received information
on June 1 that Savitri was ad-
mitted to Orchid Hospital in
an unconscious state. Prima
facie, the matter seemed to
be of attempt to murder as
there were strangulation
marks on her neck. She la-
ter succumbed to injuries.”

During interrogation,
suspicion grew on the care-
taker as he kept changing
his statements, the DCP
said. With the help of tech-
nical surveillance, it was
confirmed that on the day of
incident, Monu had come to
the spot with two unidenti-
fied people. When Monu
was confronted, he con-
fessed to the crime.

On May 31, Monu and
Vishal went inside the flat
while Naveen kept an eye on
possible threats to them. Af-
ter entering the flat, Monu
and Vishal assaulted the wo-
man and asked her where
she kept cash and valua-
bles. When she refused,
both of them strangled her
and fled the spot with cash
and jewellery.

The police have reco-
vered a pair of earrings,
32,000 cash and the motor-
cycle used in the offence
from the accused.

If pizza can be home-delivered, why not ration, Kejriwal asks PM

CM urges Modi to give go-ahead to scheme promising doorstep delivery of ration
TSRS T

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Sunday requested
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di to allow doorstep delivery
of ration of the Delhi govern-
ment. The scheme was sche-
duled to be rolled out from
this week but did not receive
the go-ahead from the Centre.

In a digital address, Mr.
Kejriwal questioned Mr. Modi
and the Central government
on the reasons behind reject-
ing the scheme, which he
said, was going to end the
rule of “ration mafia” that
had victimised the poor of the
country.

He said the Central govern-
ment has said the scheme is
being stopped due to a case
involving ration shopkeepers
in the High Court, but neither
has the court stayed the
scheme nor has the Centre
put forward any objection in
the court. Mr. Kejriwal said
the Delhi government had ta-
ken the approval of the
Centre five times and in spite
of no such legal obligations of
the government to do so to
start the scheme.

‘Adhered to all demands’
“We adhered to all the de-
mands of the Centre. You had
objected that we cannot
name this scheme after the
Chief Minister, and we re-
moved the name of the
scheme. Our goal was not to
make our name shine. We ac-

Delhi records lowest daily
virus cases since March 15

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The city on Sunday record-
ed 381 fresh COVID-19 cases
and 34 more deaths, accord-
ing to a health bulletin re-
leased by the Delhi govern-
ment.

The number of new infec-
tions recorded was the low-
est since March 15 and the
number of deaths was the
lowest in nearly two
months. The  bulletin
showed that 76,857 tests
were conducted in 24 hours
with a positivity rate of
0.50%.

The city now has 5,889
active cases, which is down
from 6,731 a day before, the
bulletin said. The number of
people under home isola-
tion dipped to 2,327 from
2,855 on Saturday. The total
number of cases reported in
the city so far stood at
14,29,244 with the total
number of deaths at 24,591.

On Saturday, the city had
recorded 60 fatalities and
414 new cases of COVID-19
with a positivity rate of
0.53%. The day before, Del-
hi had recorded 50 deaths
and 523 new cases with a

!
Vihar in New Delhi on Sunday.

cepted all the objections you
made. After all this, you say
that we did not take your ap-
proval. How else to get appro-
val, sir? Even after that, you
rejected this scheme. Why
sir?.” Mr. Kejriwal asked Mr.
Modi.

“If Pizza can be home-deli-
vered, burgers can be home-
delivered, smartphones and
clothes can also be home-de-
livered, then why should ra-
tion not be delivered to the
houses of the poor? The en-
tire country wants to know
why did you reject the
scheme?” Mr. Kejriwal asked
the Prime Minister.

He added that no govern-
ment has dared to end the
“ration mafia” and that the
scheme would also help in
the containment of the

=, !'_q,- - L. | II‘ *
A man undergoes a COVID
test at GTK Road on
Sunday. =SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

positivity rate of 0.68%. Del-
hi had recorded 623 cases
and 62 deaths on Tuesday,
576 cases and 103 fatalities
on Wednesday, and 487 cas-

es and 45 deaths on
Thursday.
On April 20, Delhi had re-

ported 28,395 cases, the
highest in the city since the
beginning of the pandemic.
On April 22 the case positiv-
ity rate was 36.2%, the high-
est so far. The highest num-
ber of 448 deaths was
reported on May 3.

The bulletin also said
58,091 beneficiaries had
been vaccinated in 24hours,
of which, 42,823 got the first
dose.

Differently abled people collect free ration distribut
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ed by various organisation at Surajmal

=R.V. MOORTHY

spread of COVID-19. “For the
first time, a government has
come to Delhi which has
shown this courage. If this
house-to-house ration system
was implemented, then the
ration mafia would end. But
look how powerful this ration
mafia turned out to be. This
plan was to be implemented
in Delhi from next week and a
week ago, they got it reject-
ed,” Mr. Kejriwal said.

Calling it a matter of na-
tional interest, Mr. Kejriwal
asked why the Central go-
vernment was fighting with
States as they needed to come
together to fight COVID-19.

“The Central government
is fighting with Mamata didi,
Jharkhand government,
Lakshadweep people, Maha-
rashtra government, Delhi,

and with the farmers. People
have started saying that the
Centre is fighting the most,”
Mr. Kejriwal said.

Beneficiaries under the
scheme would have received
4kg wheat flour (atta), 1kg rice
and sugar per person at the
convenience of their homes
as against the current provi-
sion of 4 kg wheat, 1 kg rice
and sugar from fair price
shops.

The new scheme would
have enabled a person to get
wheat flour instead of wheat.
All the ration would have
been delivered to the door-
step of the beneficiary in hy-
gienically packaged form the-
reby cutting several trips for a
common man to the ration
shop and local miller, the go-
vernment said.

BJP has no interest in preventing
ration theft, alleges Deputy CM

Patra says Delhi govt. can't tweak or stop national programme

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Deputy Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia on Sunday alleged
that the BJP has no interest in
preventing the theft of ration
or keeping a check on its
black marketing but was only
hurling “abuses” at Chief Mi-
nister Arvind Kejriwal.

The BJP claimed that the
Centre has forestalled a “big
scam”, which the Delhi go-
vernment would have com-
mitted by “diverting” subsi-
dised food grains.

BJP spokesperson Sambit
Patra said the Delhi govern-
ment is free to run such a
scheme by purchasing grains
at a notified rate, but it has
no right to tweak or stop a
national programme of subsi-
dised ration distribution un-
der the Food Security Act to
launch its own plan.

“We will never know to
whom Kejriwal is giving ra-
tion to. He wanted to launch
a ration diverting system. He
wanted to start a big scam as
the ration would not reach
the right person and nobody
knows where it might have
gone... The Centre has pre-
vented a big scam from tak-
ing place,” the BJP spokes-
person alleged.

We will never know
to whom Kejriwal is
giving ration to. He
wanted to launch a
ration diverting
system...The Centre
has prevented a big
scam

SAMBIT PATRA
BJP spokesperson

Mr. Sisodia said the BJP
leader (Mr. Patra) did not talk
about ration theft in the
country and has misplaced
priorities in the times of
crisis.

“Kejriwal has appealed to
the PM for approval of door-
step delivery of ration in Del-
hi. We were hopeful that our
appeals were being heard by
the right people but instead,
Mr. Patra in his press confe-
rence berated Mr. Kejriwal,”
the Deputy Chief Minister
said.

C

‘Ration is stolen’

He said the BJP claimed that
80 crore citizens in India re-
ceive ration but conveniently
missed out on the crucial in-
formation on how much of
this ration is stolen and sold
on a large scale, and how ma-
ny have to suffer because of
this.

Police inform shopkeepers about new guidelines

Markets in city set to open partially from today with COVID regulations in place

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

As markets are set to open
partially from Monday, Delhi
Police briefed the shopkeep-
ers and Market Welfare As-
sociation (MWA) representa-
tives at various markets
across the city on the latest
DDMA guidelines.

According to the police,
they have been asked to
create markings outside
their shops and in the mar-
ket spaces to ensure social
distancing, especially
among customers.

They need to ensure that
customers follow COVID-ap-
propriate behaviour and
stand in marked squares or
circles outside respective
shops. Also, volunteers have
been deployed to ensure
that shopkeepers and their
staff follow the instructions
and take necessary
precautions.

DCP (Outer) Parvinder
Singh said: “We have briefed
MWAs about using stag-
gered timings for staff and
opening shops on an odd-
even basis to ensure suffi-
cient distancing among
shoppers. We have also en-

=R.V. MOORTHY

c We have briefed
MWASs about using

staggered timings
for staff and opening
shops on odd-even
basis to ensure
sufficient distancing
among shoppers

PARVINDER SINGH
DCP (Outer)

couraged them to put mark-
ings for social distancing.”
On Saturday, police per-
sonnel deployed at Outer
district also distributed free
masks. Also, violators were

Workers sanitise the Cross Rivi

er Mall in Shahdara on Sunday.

greeted with flowers at pick-
et points to remind them to
follow COVID guidelines.

In some areas, the police-
men encouraged shopkeep-
ers and individuals to take a
COVID pledge to follow the
precautions at all times.

South Delhi's Lajpat Na-
gar Central Market, which
usually attracts a bigger
crowd, will be operational
from Tuesday.

“We have held meetings
with MWA members. As per
DDMA order, we along with
MWA members will ensure
that COVID-appropriate be-

haviour is followed. At least
20 policemen will be de-
ployed at the Central Market
in Lajpat Nagar. Besides this,
RWAs volunteers will also be
present at the site,” an offic-
er said.

Regular announcements
and distribution of pam-
phlets will be done by the
policemen and the MWA.

Another officer said: “Ex-
tra pickets are being set up.
Also, patrolling will be inten-
sified as the unlocking be-
gins tomorrow [Monday].”

Near liquor shops
In case, the liquor shops wit-
ness heavy crowds, extra
police teams will be de-
ployed to ensure com-
pliance of DDMA order, he
added.

According to police data,
a total of 1,22,010 challans
were issued during lock-
down from April 19 to June 5
of which, 1,02,645 people
were prosecuted for mask
violation, 17,646 for violating
social distancing, 1526 for
hold large public gathering
or congregation, 72 for spit-
ting, 121 for consumption of
liqour, pan or tobacco.

‘Delhi needs to learn from other parts of country, vaccinate more

For possible third wave, experts recommend overestimating cases, high-level inquiry on oxygen shortage, focus on mental health among other measures

¥’

NIKHIL M BABU
NEW DELHI
The Delhi government
should pay more attention
to happenings in other parts
of the country in order to
prepare for the potential
third COVID wave, experts
said, adding that there is a
need for better coordination
with the Centre and con-
ducting more vaccinations.
They said there should be
better genome sequencing
of the virus and sharing of its
data. When the second wave
hit the city, there was an ex-
treme shortage of beds as
people oscillated between
hospitals. The city also faced
a grave oxygen shortage and
many people died in
hospitals.

‘Did not predict’
The Delhi government had
termed the scale of the se-
cond wave as “unexpected”
and said it did not predict it.
After a peak in November,
the cases fell through De-
cember and January and the
government slowly opened
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A man gets vaccinated; a COVID-19 patient on oxygen support waits outside the Lok Nayak Hospital for admission in the
Capital =FILE PHOTOS: SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

up many healthcare infras-
tructures for non-COVID
treatment. Due to this, the
beds used for COVID treat-
ment had reduced.

On many days in April,
the vacant beds in the city
were only 5-6% of the total
capacity and the number of
available ICU beds was less
than 20. When asked about
the challenges, Delhi Medi-
cal Council president Arun

Gupta said: “The next wave
will be unpredictable in ma-
ny ways when it comes and
if it comes. What will be the
magnitude? For instance,
during the second wave in
many countries, the peak
was 75% higher than first
wave. But in India, it was
320% higher than the first
wave. We don’t know who
will be affected more.”

Last month, the govern-

ment formed two commit-
tees to prepare for the third
wave and also started mak-
ing predictions about it so
that it can be better pre-
pared. Jugal Kishore, head
of the community medicine
department at Safdarjung
Hospital, hailed the govern-
ment’s move on forming pa-
nels. “Health is never limit-
ed to one sector, so the
committees have to be mul-

ti-sector. It also has to in-
volve other departments
such as education, water
and sanitation. For instance,
if there is not enough water
supply, people cannot wash
their hands to prevent the
spread of the virus and chil-
dren’s mental health has
been impacted by the pan-
demic, so the education de-
partment should be part of
it,” Dr. Kishore said.

“The government should
strengthen Integrated Dis-
ease Surveillance Pro-
gramme [IDSP], which
tracks diseases in the socie-
ty. For instance, data on
how many in one colony or
village is suffering from a
sore throat or having fever
should go from the ground-
level to the district-level and
National Centre for Disease
Control [NCDC]. This works
strongly in developed coun-
tries, but it doesn’t work
properly in India,” Dr. Kish-
ore said.

When asked about what
the government should be
doing, Dr. Gupta said, “Be-
fore the second wave, we
were under-prepared. Pre-
paring for a third wave, we
should overestimate the cas-
es and prepare accordingly.
Also, vaccination has to be
done on a massive scale.”

The experts said genome
sequencing of the virus and
sharing of information re-
garding it should be done
more strongly.

“For instance, the var-

iant, which has been now
named Delta variant was
found in October, but the go-
vernment didn’t pay much
attention. It proved disas-
trous for us in the second
wave. We have to be very vi-
gilant of what is happening
in other parts of the country
and pick up trends,” Dr.
Kishore said.

He said there should be a
high-level inquiry on oxygen
shortage during the second
wave, as it was not seen
anywhere else in the world,
and accountability should
be fixed to avoid it in the
future.

IIT Delhi has recommend-
ed the government to use
GPS data of oxygen tankers
to capture real-time delivery
and sensor-based, real-time
data on oxygen tankers and
cylinder hubs, according to
government officials.

CM Arvind Kejriwal on Sa-
turday said the government
is preparing for the third
wave and was gearing up to
handle a peak even as high
as 37,000 cases per day.

“The BJP has no interest in
eliminating the black market-
ing of ration in the nation.
They want that this shadow
economy of ration should
thrive and the poor in our
country should keep on suf-
fering. If someone tries to
stop this illicit black market-
ing, they have to hear repre-
hensible statements from the
mouth of BJP leaders,” Mr. Si-
sodia added.

On the claims from the BJP
that the Delhi government
wants to earn an extra buck
through ration distribution,
Mr. Sisodia said the Centre
has released an order whe-
rein State governments can
charge an additional 33 if
they wish to provide ground-
ed wheat to people.

“Haryana  government
charges 33 and distributes
flour [atta] instead of ration.
Whereas the Delhi govern-
ment charges only 32 for the
same and also delivers ration
to homes of people. All is
well when the BJP-ruled
States distribute ration for %3
but when the Delhi govern-
ment decides to start door-
step delivery of ration to hou-
seholds of the poor, they
have a huge problem,” Mr. Si-
sodia said.

~ ‘Delhi youth

-~ travelling 100
km to get
vaccinated

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The youth of Delhi is now
travelling 100 km to get
vaccinated as it has been
two weeks since the stock
of Covishield and Covaxin
vaccines depleted in the
national capital for the 18-
44 age group, said AAP
leader Atishi said on Sun-
day.

The Centre said it will
provide a fresh supply of
vaccines for the said age
group on June 10. She re-
quested the Union govern-
ment during the daily vac-
cine bulletin to provide
vaccines for the group as
several people will soon be
due for their second dose.

“It is becoming a serious
issue as a lot of people in
the 18-44 group are near-
ing their date for the se-
cond dose. We are also
hearing reports that peo-
ple are travelling 100-200
km to Meerut, Buland-
shahr to get their shots be-
cause there are no vac-
cines in Delhi,” Ms. Atishi
said.

She added that when
youth gets vaccinated in
large numbers, the 45+ age
group will also be encour-
aged to come out. “Seeing
the youth getting vaccinat-
ed will also reduce their
hesitancy to vaccinate,”
she said.

THEzR2HINDU
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

THE 388 HINDU
Air surcharge: Leh, Srinagar
& onward — Rs. 5.00 and
Kathmandu — Rs. 3.00.

TO ADVERTISE
PLEASE CONTACT

Mr. N SELVA KUMAR
PH: 9820350726

selvakumar.n@thehindu.co.in

THE ==& HINDU

India’s National Newspaper

Published by N. Ravi at Kasturi Buildings, 859 & 860, Anna Salai, Chennai-600002 and Printed by S. Ramanujam at HT Media Ltd. Plot No. 8, Udyog Vihar, Greater Noida Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P. 201306, on behalf of THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., Chennai-600002. Group Editorial Officer: Krishna Prasad. Editor: Suresh Nambath (Responsible for selection of news under the PRB Act).

Regd. DL(ND)-11/6110/2006-07-08 « RNINo. UPENG/2012/49940 + ISSN 0971 -751X « Vol. 11 « No.134

CcM
K

»

»

A ND-NDE



e THE HINDU
MONDAY, JUNE 7, 2021

They are not gangsters: court on plea
to produce Khalid, Saifi in handcufts

The duo were arrested in connection with the north-east Delhi riots last year

SOIBAM ROCKY SINGH

NEW DELHI

A Delhi court dismissed the
plea of authorities to pro-
duce former JNU student
Umar Khalid and United
Against Hate member Kha-
lid Saifi, arrested in connec-
tion with the north-east Del-
hi riots last year, in “fetters
and handcuffs”, noting that
they are not previous con-
victs nor even gangsters.

Additional Sessions Judge
Vinod Yadav said, “The ap-
plications appear to have
been filed in a mechanical
manner, without applica-
tion of mind by the high
echelon of Delhi Police and
prison authority.”

“The Delhi Prison Rules
are silent about the hand-
cuffing and putting fetters
upon the prisoners. The ac-
cused persons, who are
sought to be produced in
fetters and handcuffs are
admittedly not previous

Umar Khalid =

convicts. They are not even
gangsters,” the court said.

Pursuant to notices is-
sued by the court on pre-
vious hearing, Additional
DCP (Special Cell) on May 6
stated that “no such appli-
cation, seeking to produce
both the above named ac-
cused in ‘handcuffs in both
hands from back side’ is
filed by the undersigned be-
fore any court or before any
other authority”.

However, the DCP, 3rd
BN, in its reply filed on April
26, stated that in the after-
math of attempt to free un-

Khalid Saifi =

der trial prisoner (UTP) Kul-
deep alias Fajja from the
custody at GTB Hospital on
March 25 by armed assai-
lants, it was decided to re-
quest the courts for permis-
sion to handcuff the high
risk or sensitive UTPs who
are prone to escape or at-
tempts may be made by
their gang members to free
them.

“As part of the exercise,
the current application for
handcuffing UTPs Umar
Khalid and Khalid Saifi was
moved for the considera-
tion of the Court,” the DCP,

Stop auction of two Assam paper
mills, Congress tells PM Modi

Apex employees’ body also writes to CM with a similar plea

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The Assam unit of Congress
has asked Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi to stop the auc-
tion of two closed mills of the
Hindustan Paper Corpora-
tion (HPC) in the State.

The Joint Action Commit-
tee of Recognised Unions (JA-
CRU), the apex body of em-
ployees of the Nagaon Paper
Mill at Jagiroad near Guwaha-
ti and Cachar Paper Mill at
Panchgram near Silchar, has
made a similar plea to Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma.

The Cachar and Nagaon
mills have been closed since
October 2015 and March
2017. The employees of both
the mills have not received
their salaries and pension be-
nefits since 2017.

Liquidator Kuldeep Varma
had on June 1issued an e-auc-
tion notice for the sale of the
two HPC mills as “going con-
cern” at a “reserve price of

%1,139-crore”. The auction is
scheduled on June 30 on the
site of the Metal Scrap Trade
Corporation.

In a letter to the Prime Mi-
nister on June 5, Assam Con-
gress president Ripun Bora
said auctioning the mills off
would undermine the go-
vernment’s bid to promote
industry besides being an in-
justice to the employees and
the local economy that grew
around the facilities over the
years.

‘Repeated commitment’

He also reiterated the party’s
demand for a special eco-
nomic package for mills and
reminded the Prime Minister
of the commitment to their
revival by former Finance Mi-
nister Arun Jaitley and his
successor Nirmala Sithara-
man. “...it is not necessary to
remind you about your re-
peated commitment in a
number of election campaign
meetings in Assam... even in

2021 to revive the said two
paper mills by granting a spe-
cial economic package,” Mr.
Bora said, recalling similar as-
surances by Dr. Sarma and
his predecessor Sarbananda
Sonowal.

The JACRU too reminded
the Chief Minister of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah’s
April 4 declaration to make
India ‘atmanirbhar’ in paper
production by utilising the
available bamboo and forest
resources in Assam.

“This is a golden oppor-
tunity for the government to
bring industrial revolution in
Assam for ensuring economic
growth... and fulfilling com-
mitments, thereby saving the
lives of the struggling work-
ers,” JACRU president Mano-
bendra Chakraborty and gen-
eral secretary Ananda
Bordoloi said.

They also said 87 em-
ployees had died so far be-
cause of hunger and inability
to afford treatment.

3rd BN had stated.

“A joint reading of the
stand(s) taken by the afore-
said authorities in their res-
pective replies show that
the material on the basis of
which the aforesaid applica-
tions were filed is devoid of
merits. The Delhi Prison
Rules are silent about the
handcuffing and putting fet-
ters upon the prisoner,” the
court said.

COVID protocols

“Be that as it may, since
now fresh COVID protocols
have been notified in Delhi
and even the minutes of the
High Powered Committee
dated May 4, 2021, are in
place, now the accused per-
sons are not being pro-
duced in Court physically,
therefore, these application
(s) at this stage are not re-
quired,” the court added
while dismissing the appli-
cation.

Manipur shooting victim’s
family to get 10 lakh

Pact inked by civil
groups, Assam
Rifles and police

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

A tripartite agreement has
been signed for providing 310
lakh as compensation to the
family of a Manipur villager,
who was allegedly shot by an
officer of the paramilitary As-
sam Rifles on Friday night.

The villager, a daily wager,
succumbed to bullet injuries
in the hospital.

The agreement was signed
among three civil society
groups, officials of the Assam
Rifles and the State police af-
ter the Major, accused of kill-
ing 30-year-old Mangboilal
Lhouvum, was taken into
custody for a brief period.

A case was registered
against the Major for the inci-
dent at Chalwa village in
Kangpokpi district reported-
ly after an argument between
the Assam Rifles personnel in

plainclothes and members of

the extremist Kuki Revolu-

Haryana extends curbs till June 14

Increased relaxation for shops, shopping malls and hotels

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

The Haryana government
on Sunday extended the
lockdown in the State till
June 14 with increased relax-
ation for shops, shopping
malls and hotels. The club
houses, restaurants and
bars are now permitted to
run with 50% seating capac-
ity and the cap on gather-
ings at various functions has
also been relaxed.

Extending the lockdown
for the fifth straight week till
5a.m. on June 14, the Harya-
na government allowed the
shops in market places to
remain open from 9 a.m. to
6 p.m. as per the odd-even
formula. Earlier, the shops
could only remain open till
3 p.m.

The shopping malls are
now allowed to open for ex-
tra two hours till 8 p.m.

The club houses and the
restaurants and bars, in-
cluding those in the shop-
ping malls, can also open
with 50% seating capacity.
The religious places are also

Gurugram wears a deserted look during the ongoing
COVID-induced lockdown on Sunday. =pmi

allowed to open with 21 pe-
ople at a time adhering to
social distancing norms and
Covid-appropriate
behaviour.

50% attendance

The corporate offices can
open with 50% attendance.
The cap on the number of
attendees at weddings and
funerals has been relaxed to
21 people, but wedding pro-
cessions are not allowed. At
gatherings other than wed-
dings and funerals, maxi-

Long march

tionary Army.

Brigadier P.S. Arora, com-
mander of the 22 Sector As-
sam Rifles, signed the agree-
ment on behalf of the
paramilitary force.

Four-point agreement

“A four-point agreement was
signed to assuage the agitat-
ed people of the village. Ac-
cordingly, the Assam Rifles
will compensate 10 lakh for
the loss of life to the family of
the deceased on humanitar-
ian ground, of which 1 lakh
has been given,” a police of-
ficer said on Sunday.

The agreement also said
the Assam Rifles company at
the Banglabung outpost near
the village would be removed
or replaced at the earliest af-
ter approval from the Army
headquarters in New Delhi
and a fully functional armed
police station would be set
up in the area soon.

“An investigation into the
June 4 incident has been in-
itiated according to the
agreement,” the police offic-

er said.
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

OBITU & REMEMBRANCE

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES DEATH

Dr. G.R. Duraiswami, Mees
5/0 Late Raja Gounder, Ganapathypakayam

Mr. U.SREH RAO

3t WEYTE: T4 09 O

DOB: 10.01.1330 - DOD: 05.06,2021

Leaving behind grieving

Sons: Suraj, Dhiraj, Hemra), Balraj,
Dagghtes: Sreeja, Son-in-law; Kumanan,
Daughters-in-law: Usha, Kripa, Sheeja

and Grandchildren: Anuj, Naveen

Hrithika, Keshay, Nethra and Kiran

Hemroj: 094430-76704,

Suraj: 081224-26618, Balraj: 097907-71958
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Itis the very nature of the
magnanimous to move of
their own accord towards
removing mentees’ troubles.
Here, for instance, is the
moon who, as everybody
knows, voluntarily saves the
earth parched by the flaming
rays of the sun.
S Santhanakrishnan
Partners & Staff of
PKF Sridhar & Santhanam LLP
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Office of the Chief Project Officer, -
Project Implementation Unit, State Highway Development Project
PWD Annexe Building, K.R. Circle, Bengaluru - 560 001. 080-22224106
E-mail : cepiushdp@gmail.com Website : www.shdpkar.in

No: 02/ 2021-22 Dated: 05-06-2021

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION FOR PREPARATION
OF DETAILED PROJECT REPORTS (DPR'S) FOR THE
PROPOSED ROAD WORKS TO BE TAKENUP UNDER

SHDP- PHASE-4 STAGE Il (Call-2 & Call-3)

The Chief Engineer, Project Implementation Unit, State
Highway Development Project, Bengaluru on behalf of
Governor of Karnataka is inviting tenders for the Preparation of
Detailed Project Reports (DPR's) for the Improvements of
Roads under SHDP Phase-IV Stage-ll in packages as below.
Interested Consultants may submit tenders through
E-procurement portal of the Government of Karnataka
(http://eproc.karnataka.gov.in).

Sl. No.| Call No.

Divisions

1) Bidar & Kalaburgi, 2) Sedam & Yadgir,
3) Bellary & Huvina Hadagali, 4) Dharwad
& Gadag, 5) Haveri, 6) Vijayapura &
Bagalkot, 7) Chitradurga, 8) Davanagere,
9) Bangalore & Ramanagara, 10) Tumkur,
11) Chikkaballapur & Kolar and
12) Mysuru & Chamarajanagar PWD
Divisions — 12 Packages

1) Karwar & Sirsi Division 2) Udupi &
Kodagu Divison -2 Packages

1 Call-2

2 Call-3

Tender Process Details:

1) Tender Documents can be downloaded in E-Proc portal from
07-06-2021. 2) Pre bid meeting will be held on 11-06-2021 at
11.30 Hours, Virtual meeting will be conducted. (ZOOM
Meeting, ID: 892 6211 4417 & Password: 12345678).
3) Last date & time for Receipt of Tenders: 17-06-2021 Upto
16.30 Hours. 4) Date & time for opening of Technical bid :
19-06-2021 at11.30 Hours. 5) Date & Time of opening of
Financial Proposal of the Technically Qualified Bidders:
25-06-2021 at 11.30 Hours. 6) Corrigendums, Addendums and
Modifications in Notification if any will be published in
E-Procurement Portal only.

Terms of Reference may be downloaded in E-procurement portal
of the Government of Karnataka (http://eproc.karnataka.gov.in)
from 07-06-2021

Registered Consultancy Firms in E-Procurement are eligible to
Participate in tender. One Consultancy firm is eligible to obtain
Tender for Two Packages Only.

Any further information can be obtained from Office of the Chief
Project Officer, Project Implementation Unit, State Highway
Development Project, Bengaluru during office hours on all
working days and also through www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in.
E-Procurement Portal Helpdesk Telephone Nos. are

080-46010000 & 080-68948777. sdl

Chief Engineer
DIPR/DDU/RO. No. 482/2021-22 PIU-SHDP, Bengaluru
COVID-19. DO NOT PANIC, BE AWARE
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@ @ mea; FoIIow Physical w @ Hand
as Distancing >~ Hygiene

AMRITSAR

The supporters of the Shiro-
mani Akali Dal (Mann) raised
pro-Khalistan slogans at the
Golden Temple and a large
number of young people car-
ried banners and placards
saying “Khalistan Zindabad”
on the 37th anniversary of
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PUBLIC NOTICE

|, Vikrant Vikram Singh S/o Sh. Ajay

Kumar, Rlo SD-57, Sector-45, Noida, Operation  Bluestar on
U.P-201301, Resigned as a Director Sund
from M/s Bhartipay Services Private unday.

Limited (Company) Registered Address
D-44 Retreat Apartments Plot No. 20, |.P
Extension, Patparganj Delhi-110092 on
dated 07 April 2021. Now | do not have
any relation or association with this

company.
Vikrant Vikram Singh

Describing the event as the
“ghallughara (holocaust)” of
1984, Jathedar of Akal Takht
Gyani  Harpreet  Singh
stressed on maintaining unity

BANARAS LOCOMOTIVE WORKS, VARANASI-221004

Bid No. E-06/2021-22 E-TENDERS Date: 02.06.2021
E-Tenders are invited for & on behalf of the President of India
following items only E-offers will be accepted for which vendors must
have Class lll. Digital Signature and registration on IREPS. The
details of tenders in the following sequence-S. No., Tender No. (Due
Date), Description and Quantity. 01. 06211118 (25.06.2021)
Single Core Cable 4 GKW-AX 35 1800 V BK CAT No. N/9/0029 C&D
No.T034/108 Spec. CLW Specification No. CLW/ES/3/0458/E to PL
No. 29600121 Qty. 2308 Meter. 02. 06211119 (23.06.2021) Single
Core Cable 4 GKW-A X 70 1800 V BK CAT No. N/11/0029 C&D No.
T034/094 Spec. CLW Specification No. CLW/ES/3/0458/E to PL No.
29600145. Qty 8086 Meter. 03. 06211127 (14.06.2021) Multi Core
Cable 2 X 2 X 1.0 SCR CAT No. N/7/0032 C&D No. T030/519 Spec.
CLW Specification No. CLW/ES/3/0459/C to PL No. 29600340,
Qty. 7494 MTR. 04. 06211017A (10.06.2021) Multiple Core Cable
5X4X1+2 SCR CAT No. N/12/0032B C&D No./Stock No. T071/057,
Spec. No. CLW/ES/3/0459/Alt. C to PL No. 29600455, Qty.
660 Meter. 05. 08211118 Advertise Tender, (18.06.2021) Joint center
bonded rubber as per DRG No. 8234958 ALT-Fd Specn.1, Specn.
No. Misc-456.2, Purchase Specn. No. Misc-558 Rev-1, Quantity-
1427 Nos. (PL. No. 17456010). 06. 08211123 Advertise Tender
(28.06.2021) Lock Bol Kit for plate ASM (Consisting of 2 ltems)
(Each kit contain lock Bolt 1.3/8" PT No. 17420040-24 Nos. and
Coller PT No. 17084301-24 Nos.) As per DRG No. 17660403 ALT b
Specn. As per drawing, Quantity-581 sets (PL. No. 17660403).
07.07215071B (16.06.2021) Non Stock (i) Certified callibrated agfa
density strip, 01 Nos. (ii)) Radax SM5000 Digital Survey Meter 01
Nos. (iii) CEE VEE Tong-2 Long, 01 Nos. 08. 01211022A
(21.06.2021) Gear governer drive PL No. 16141908, 19 Nos.
Corrigendum Notice: S.No.: 01, Tender No. 08211128, Bid Inv.
No. 04, Existing due date: 07.06.2021, Revised due date:
14.06.2021, Existing Qty.: 19 Sets, Revised Qty.: 43 Sets. S.
No., Bid No., Tender No., Revision, Details of Corrigendum,
02.E-04, 10211197 Bearing Con Rod Upper PL No. 16150193, 1,
The date of opening and Qty of tender has been revised and now
the same will be opened on 01.07.2021 instead of 08.06.2021 for
Qty. 82 Nos. 03. E-05, 10211210 Roller PL No. 16210074, 2, The
date of opening of tender has been revised and now the same
will opened on 10.06.2021 instead of 08.07.2021. Note: All
other terms and conditions will remain unchanged for above tenders.
The details of above Tenders are available on website
www.blw.indianrailways.gov.in and www.ireps.gov.in.

Senior Material Manager/HQ
BLW/Varanasi

"JqATS e : - https:/iblw.indianrailways.gov.in”

P.R./BLW/S-7

f .Ibanaraslocowork

mum 50 people are
allowed.
The Haryana government

had first imposed a week-
end lockdown in nine dis-
tricts — Gurugram, Farida-
bad, Rohtak, Sonipat, Kar-
nal, Panchkula, Hisar, Sirsa
and Fatehabad — from 10
p-m. on April 30 to 5 a.m.
on May 3. The entire State
was then brought under
lockdown for a week on
May 3 and the restrictions
are being extended on a
weekly basis thereafter.

among the Sikh community.
Actor-activist Deep Sidhu,
who was arrested by the Del-
hi Police in connection with
the violence during the farm-
ers’ tractor march on January
26 and later released on bail,
was also seen at the Golden
Temple along with former MP
Simranjit Singh Mann.
Operation Bluestar was an
Army operation which was
carried out in 1984 to flush
out the militants from the
Golden Temple.
Pro-Khalistan slogans were
raised by supporters of the

Only four UP.
districts have
over 600 cases

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW

Barring four of the 75 dis-
tricts, relaxations to the par-
tial lockdown in Uttar Pra-
desh have been extended to
the rest of the State as on
Sunday.

Only Lucknow, Meerut,
Saharanpur and Gorakhpur,
which have more than 600
active cases, continue to
face restrictions.

The districts with below
600 active cases will be al-
lowed to open markets and
bazaars from 7 am. to 7
p.m. five days a week with a
weekend lockdown.

U.P. recorded 1,165 news
cases and 101 deaths and
has 17,928 active cases, as
per the Health Department.
The recovery rate had gone
up to 97.7%, the govern-
ment said. The State’s case-
load surged to 16,98,389 on
Sunday. Of the fresh cases,
102 were reported from
Kanpur, 91 from Gautam
Buddh Nagar, 55 from Mee-
rut and 51 from Varanasi.

Pro-Khalistan slogans at Golden
Temple on Bluestar anniversary

Akal Takht Jathedar calls for unity among Sikh community

Shiromani Akali Dal (Mann)
led by Mr. Mann at the Akal
Takht, which is the supreme
temporal seat of the Sikhs.

Tight security
Elaborate security arrange-
ments were put in place in
Amritsar to ensure that the
event passed off smoothly.
Delivering his customary
message from the podium of
Akal Takht, Jatehdar said the
Sikh community will always

remember the unhealed
wounds of  Operation
Bluestar.

Key accused in Aligarh
hooch tragedy arrested

Rishi Sharma was named in 13 cases

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ALIGARH (U.P.)

The key accused in the last
month’s hooch tragedy in
Aligarh, which has claimed
at least 35 lives so far, was
nabbed on early morning
on Sunday, the police said.

Accused Rishi Sharma,
who carried a reward of 31
lakh on his arrest, was held
near Bulandshahr border in
western Uttar Pradesh, Ali-
garh Senior Superintendent
of Police (SSP) Kalanidhi
Naithani said.

Sharma, whom the police
described as the kingpin of
the liquor mafia, was named
in 13 different cases con-
nected to the recent liquor
tragedy, and was nabbed
this morning on the Aligarh-
Bulandshshar border as he
was about to slip out of the
district after being holed up.

On Saturday, the police
had raised the bounty on
Sharma from %75,000 to 1
lakh.

His wife, son, two broth-
ers and a nephew were ar-
rested in the last five days.

The search for Sharma

»

was extended to half a do-
zen neighbouring States and
several districts, where he
had his network. The police
were tracking over 500 cell
phone numbers.

The police were tipped
off on Saturday night that
Sharma would be travelling
to Bulandshshar in an SUV.
He was nabbed in his vehi-
cle, which was carrying a
large cache of spurious liqu-
or, the police said.

Nearly 50 people have
died in Aligarh after con-
suming spurious liquor on
two different occasions re-
cently, according to the pol-
ice, while officials estimated
that the death toll could go
up to 100 as autopsy reports
of another 50 were awaited.

“Earlier, the police had
arrested accused Vipin Ya-
dav, with 350,000 reward
on his arrest, and Rishi
Sharma’s brother Munish
Sharma carrying a bounty
of 325,000 in this case,” the
SSP said.

He said so far 17 FIRs have
been lodged and 61 accused
arrested in the case.
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Kerala govt. to ensure
internet access for all
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan has convened a
meeting of internet service
providers on June 10 as part
of the efforts to ensure
connectivity for all students.
Several students in the State,
including in tribal areas, have
been finding it difficult to
attend online classes for
want of internet access.

Maoist leader dies during
COVID-19 treatment
HYDERABAD

Senior Maoist leader Gaddam
Madhukar, who was arrested
on June 1, died during
COVID-19 treatment at a
hospital here in Telangana on
Sunday. He had been in
hiding for over two decades
and had come out of the
Dandakaranya forests of
Chhattisgarh for treatment
when the police arrested him.

Police claim he was in contact over phone with the RSS worker carrying money in Kodakara case

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THRISSUR

The Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing the Ko-
dakara black money case
may question Kerala BJP pre-
sident K. Surendran’s son.

The case pertains to the
looting of 3.5 crore — alleg-
edly meant for spending for
the Assembly elections — by
a gang near Kodakara in
Thrissur after waylaying a
car on April 3.

The police found that Ha-
rikrishnan, Mr. Surendran’s
son, had been in constant
touch over phone with Dhar-
marajan, the RSS worker
who was carrying the mo-
ney. It is suspected that they
met at Konni during the elec-
tion campaign. Twenty-four-
year-old Mr. Harikrishnan
was active in the BJP’s elec-
tion campaign.

The SIT has already ques-
tioned Mr. Surendran’s driv-
er and secretary. Both told
the team that they had con-

Clearing the air: Union Minister V. Muraleedharan, flanked
by BJP leader Kummanam Rajasekharan and party chief
K. Surendran, speaking in Kochi on Sunday. =THuLASI KAKKAT

tacted Mr. Dharmarajan over
distribution of campaign ma-
terial. The police may ques-
tion Mr. Surendran soon.
The police now suspect
that the black money in-
volved in the case was
around %10 crore. They sus-
pect that Mr. Dharmarajan,
who brought 10 crore,
handed over 6.5 crore in
Thrissur. The remaining ¥3.5
crore was stolen at Kodaka-

ra, as per the police.
Meanwhile in Kochi, lead-
ers of the BJP alleged that the
State government was out to
malign the party and its lead-
ers on the Kodakara issue.

‘Bid to malign BJP’

Speaking to media persons
before a core committee
meeting of the party, senior
leaders Kummanam Raja-
sekharan, Union Minister V.

Tt high command says, I will resign’

Both supporters,
detractors back
Yediyurappa

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU
Amid undying campaign for
leadership change in the
State, Karnataka Chief Minis-
ter B.S. Yediyurappa on Sun-
day said he would resign “if
the BJP high command asked
him to do so,” forcing the
party to rally behind him.
While his supporters
came out in open support,
with senior Ministers criticis-
ing campaigns for leadership
change amid the pandemic,
his detractors, including
those campaigning to re-
place him, were forced to an-
nounce he was their leader
in the State. Multiple sources

in the party see his state-
ment as a careful political
strategy to put public specu-
lation over leadership
change to rest, by creating
sympathy for himself among
the public.

Answering a media query
on leadership change, Mr.
Yediyurappa said: “I will be
the Chief Minister of the
State till I enjoy the confi-
dence of the Delhi high com-
mand. The day they say we
don’t need you, I will resign
and rededicate myself for
the development of the
State. I am not in any confu-
sion. They have given me an
opportunity that I am work-
ing hard to make best use of.
The rest is left to the high
command.”

Responding to another
query on the lack of an alter-

B.S. Yediyurappa

native leadership in the par-
ty, he said he wouldn’t agree
that there was no alternative
to him in the State, but he
would continue to be the
Chief Minister as long as the
high command wanted him
to be.

Coming in the backdrop
of the high command recent-
ly spurning efforts of a lobby

to replace him amidst the
pandemic and his son B.Y. Vi-
jayendra’s meeting with na-
tional president J.P. Nadda,
his statement created ripples
in the State’s political circles.

The Chief Minister’s sup-
porters were quick to use it
to attack his detractors ask-
ing them to “put an end to
speculation over leadership
change”.

Two senior Ministers, R.
Ashok and Basavaraj Bom-
mai, close to the Chief Minis-
ter, addressed the media and
said: “The Chief Minister
was deeply pained over un-
ending speculation over lea-
dership change, even as he
was working tirelessly in the
field, despite his age, to fight
COVID-19, as reflected in his
shocking statement on resig-
nation.”

Muraleedharan and Mr. Su-
rendran said the police were
targeting the complainant
rather than tracking down
the accused in the case.

The police were out to de-
fame the party and to finish
it off, which would be resist-
ed. The party leaders would
rally together to defend the
organisation and oppose
such attempts, they said.

The police were not inves-
tigating the connection some
of the accused in the case
had with the CPI(M) and the
CPI. The role of a CPI legisla-
tor and some of the AIYF ac-
tivists in the case had to be
probed, they demanded.

On a question whether the
party would ask for a probe
by the Enforcement Directo-
rate, Mr. Muraleedharan said
there were certain legal for-
malities for the Central agen-
cy to take over the investiga-
tion.

Mr. Surendran said he was
unnecessarily being targeted

by the police and implicated
in cases.

Meet venue changed

Incidentally, the BJP leaders
had to change the venue of
the meeting from a city hotel
to its party office in Ernaku-
lam after police interven-
tion. The change of venue
was warranted after the pol-
ice served a notice to the ho-
tel authorities asking them to
follow the COVID-19 protocol
in hosting the meet. By that
time, several party leaders
had arrived at the hotel.

The application of the par-
ty for organising the event at
the hotel was also rejected
by the authorities.

The meeting attained sig-
nificance in the wake of the
party facing unprecedented
organisational crisis. Besides
the humiliating electoral de-
feat, the party had found it-
self in a sticky wicket after
the Kodakara hawala money
transaction case.

Karnataka flag colours,
icon on bikini spark row

State Minister threatens legal action

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

After a row over the Cana-
dian wing of e-commerce
firm Amazon allegedly sell-
ing bikinis with the Karnata-
ka State icon and Kannada
flag colours, Kannada and
Culture Minister Aravind
Limbavali has threatened le-
gal action against the
company.

“Kannada language and
culture both have thou-
sands of years of history.
Multinational ~ companies
that are totally unaware of
the greatness of Kannada
culture are insulting it. I
strongly condemn any act of
such slurring of our culture

image,” the Minister said in
a statement.

Seeks apology

Former Chief Minister H.D.
Kumaraswamy asked why
companies were irresponsi-
ble when it came to lan-
guage and emotions. “It was
first Google and now Ama-
zon. Kannadigas have
taught Amazon a lesson.
Amazon should apologise
for its act,” he said.

The bikini is said to have
been removed by Amazon
from its Canada site, follow-
ing the uproar. There was
no immediate comment
from Amazon.

(With PTI inputs)

WEATHER WATCH

RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY
e G 1 ™ - .
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: TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS)
Forecast for Monday: Thunderstorm with lightning at isolated
: places over Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Assam, Gujarat, :
i central Maharashtra, Goa, coastal Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, :
: Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Kerala :

LoaTy RAIN MAX  MIN
¢ Agartala.............. 70....... 28....... 23

Ahmedabad........... —-...38.2...27.8
D Aizawl... 17,400 —-....18.9
: Allahabad.... 40.3....... 25
: Bengaluru ... .7...20.7
: Bhopal ..34.7...26.1
: Bhubaneswar...... 0.1....38.6....... 28
: Chandigarh ........... 3..37.3...244
: Chennai .......... ...36.1. 27
: Coimbatore . .34.7...24.6
: Dehradun.............. = 36....23.2

Gangtok.. 108....19.8....16.4
: GOA...... 7.4...32.2....... 24
¢ Guwahati 18....29.6....22.9
¢ Hubballi................ —eeeene 27 22
: Hyderabad .........8.7........ —...21.4
Simphal..ee, 1...26.2....20.2

Jaipur .. 1....38.6....25.9

Kochi...... 35, 32...24.6
: Kohima......ccooue... -..27.2...17.6
* Kolkata .............. 0.8....... 38...27.1

cITy MAX  MIN :
Kozhikode.................. 25...32.5...22.6 :
Kurnool ... ...35.3...25.2 ¢
Lucknow .. ..27.6.......40 :
Madurai... 0.5....35.4....... 24
Mangaluru .......ccccooeeo = 31...22.3
Mumbai ... .326...23.5 ¢
Mysuru.... :
New Delhi
Patna ......
Port Blair.
Puducherry ..

Raipur .
Ranchi.....
Shillong....
Shimla.....
Srinagar...........

Thiruvananthapuram..
Tiruchi
Vijayawada ..
Visakhapatnam ............—....

: (Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

¢ CITIEs S0: NO: CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

: Ahmedabad..... .. 3 .42 90 ...47 .66 ..H

¢ Bengaluru....... .. - .37 51 ...15 .21 ..M Inobservation made at :
: . 4.00 p.m., Sonipat, Haryana :
: Chen‘nal """"" 43 .19 180 .27 .27 .. recorded an overall air :
2 Delhis 9 .54 .17 ..103 .181 ... quality index (AQI) score of
: Hyderabad...... .. 3 .68 .11 ...21 .27 ..m 196 indicating an unhealthy :
: Kolkata........... 16 .25 .77 .65 .. W lceovnetl:sftpzlhgtlﬁn.w:noam :
N rast, Aizawt, Mizor:

: k/luucrlf:;)(;‘i/‘l' ig 22 li; l;j "“. recorde;ilashealthy AQl

: . . 66 ... . score o

D Pune. .14 102 ...77 .54 ...

: Visakhapatnam 17 .27 .18 ...19 .44 . W

©Air Quality Code: M Poor

Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQl)

: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
. particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: and monuments.

: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

: reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

¢ CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced :
: lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
: death in people with heart or lung disease :
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B MADHUMITHA SRINIVASAN

Most know Devdutt Pattanaik as
an expert on Indian mythology,
speaker, illustrator and author. In-
terestingly, he was also a former ci-
vil services aspirant who wrote the
UPSC exam in 1996. Pattanaik has
now combined his expertise in the
former and experience with the
latter to come up with a book that
will serve as a comprehensive read
on all things culture, art, and her-
itage, with a contemporary out-
look and packaging, specifically
for Civil Service aspirants.

Indian Culture, Art and Herit-
age for Civil Services Examination
provides a contextual understand-
ing of how these three compo-
nents have been an intrinsic part
of the process of creating, build-
ing, and resurrecting the Indian
society from its inception.

Divided into 64 chapters under
broad topics such as economic, so-
cial, political, scientific and spiri-
tual culture; performing arts, vi-
sual arts and new media, it also
features contemporary topics like

GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

Indiain a
nutshell

Author Devdutt Pattanaik on the Herculean
task of condensing the vast spectrum of
Indian culture and heritage into a book,

specifically for civil service aspirants

Queer LGBTQ+, Internet, and So-
cial Media and aims to provide a
holistic understanding of the sub-
jects, and subsequently, society at

large.
Having recently launched the
book, Pattanaik shares his

thoughts on the importance of un-
derstanding culture and heritage
in a larger context, and his expe-
riences of working on the book.

. What is the need for a UPSC
\ aspirant or a civil
administrator
to learn about
Indian Culture?
Art and Cul-

ture as a subject is a significant as-
pect of the UPSC Examination.
Apart from its value in attempting
objective questions in prelims, it
also acts as a reflection of how well
students understand the world,
economics, politics, civilisation
and so on through the lens of time
and space. Apart from this, culture
is the belief of a community that is
transmitted from one generation
to another. While studying cul-
ture, we study people’s food,
clothing and shelter preferences,
their belief systems, rituals, and
customs, all of which is critical for
a person to become a good bu-
reaucrat in future and lead a ca-
reer in administration.

What prompted you to come up

-----------
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indian Culture,

Art and Heri_ta_lgc

DEVDUTT PATTANAIK

@ ‘earson

with the idea for such a niche
book?
For me, the need to write
this book arose when I
went to Pearson’s
office to give a
motivational
talk, and they
came up with
the idea of
writing  so-
mething on
culture for
UPSC aspirants.
This brought
back a lot of memo-
ries of me giving the
UPSC exam, 25 years ago. I
cleared my exams, but did not do
very well in my interview, where
one of the questions was on herit-
age and tradition. I could
not answer it due to a
v, lack of understanding to
, some extent, and that
bothered me. Hence, I
) took this as an oppor-
" tunity and decided to
put together a book
that will make things
easy and simple for as-
pirants and help them
understand the logic
behind culture. Writing
this book also helped
me to streamline my
thoughts and I hope this
will help UPSC aspirants
in their preparations.

From your experience of having gi-
ven the UPSC exam, could you
share some exam preparation
tips?

I believe that practice is the best
way. What I always tell people is to
study for half an hour, and then
take a break for 10 minutes or study
for 20 minutes and then take a
break for 10 minutes. I believe that
the more breaks you take, the bet-
ter you remember. And then prac-
tice questions, MCQs; verbalise the

’answers because the more you
S

peak it out, the more your brain
remembers.

There are two essential compo-
nents for success at the UPSC ex-
am: subject matter know-
ledge and aptitude.
While the former
can be learnt, how
can one develop
the latter?

The  easiest
way to develop
aptitude is self-

realisation i.e.,
the understanding
of where one stands
with respect to the
ecosystem. For example,
in any situation, do we behave
like a predator, rival or an ally?
One needs to see what happens
around him/her all the time and
keep studying it in order to under-
stand what one’s aptitude; do you
have a helping aptitude or do you
have a grabbing aptitude? Do you
see yourself as someone who is be-
ing constantly threatened or do
you see yourself in a position of
power? It is the self-reflections that
develops one’s aptitude.
Aptitude only comes when you
understand yourself and the world
better.

Indian Culture, Art and Herit-
age for Civil Services Examination
is published by Pearson. It is avail-
able in both English and Hindi.
Price: 695

Two webinars on June 11

Two webinars will be held this
week as part of the series host-
ed by Hindustan Institute of
Technology and Science (HITS)
in association with The Hindu
Group to provide expert career
guidance to students from
Classes 10, 11 and 12.

‘A Career in Allied
Health Sciences: Current
Trends and Future Pros-
pects’ will be held on
June 11 at 11.00 a.m. The
speakers are Dr. R.W Alexander
Jesudasan, Pro Vice-Chancel-
lor, HITS; Dr. Jayaprakash Shet-
ty K., Vice-Dean Professor &
HOD, Pathology, K.S. Hedge
Medical Academy, NITTE Un-
iversity, Mangaluru; and Dr. B.
Rajashekhar, Founding Dean,
Manipal College of Health Pro-
fession and Professor in the De-
partment of Speech and Hear-
ing. The session will be
moderated by Ramya Kannan,
Chief of Bureau-Tamil Nadu,
The Hindu. To register, visit

@ HINDUSTAN
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http://bit.ly/HITSTHE2

On June 11 at 4.00 p.m.,
the second session will be
‘How a Liberal Arts edu-
cation helps promote in-
terdisciplinary learning’.
The speakers are Dr. Salil Saha-
devan, independent education
researcher; Dr. Afrose Farid,
Professor and Head Admis-
sions, School of Liberal Arts
and Applied Sciences, and
HOD, Department of Fashion
Design and Arts, HITS; and Dr.
Joya John, Assistant Professor
of Literature, Krea University.
The session will be moderated
by Yashasvini Rajeshwar, foun-
der and CEO, AuxoHub.

To register, visit http://bit.ly/
HITSTHE3

. Sugar Technology (ST)

VASANTDADA SUGAR INSTITUTE

Manjari(BK) Tal : Haveli, Dist : Pune 412307 Maharashtra India

Ph.: 020-26902100, 26902171, 26902172 Fax : 020-26902244
Email - registrar@vsisugar.com Website : www.vsisugar.com

VSI provides an excellent opportunity to the Science and Engineering
Graduates and Diploma holders for the development of their career in Sugar
and allied industries through the following Post Graduate Degree, Diploma

and Certificate Courses.
Post Graduate Degree, Diploma Courses X Certificate Course
1

2. Sugar Instrumentation Technology (SIT)

1. Sugar Engineering

" Alcohol Technology (DIFAT)

Diploma in Industrial Fermentation &

2. Sugar Manufacture

4. Sugar Engineering Diploma (SED)

3. Sugar Boiling

5. M.Sc. Environmental Sciences

6. M.Sc. Wine, Brewing & Alcohol Technology

* The details of admission procedure are available on Website: www.vsisugar.com
The Last date of receipt of applications is : 30 June 2021

Affiliated to Savitribai Phule
Pune University -
Online Admissions

Director General

»
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Media and sedition

The Supreme Court’s rulings on cases of
sedition give hope the law will be re-examined

t has long been recognised that strident criticism of
I government will not amount to an attempt to excite

disaffection and disloyalty towards government. Yet,
the archaic and colonial view that an intemperate at-
tack on an incumbent ruler should be met with fierce
prosecution for sedition prevails among many in power
even today. In a significant judgment, the Supreme
Court has quashed a criminal case registered in Hima-
chal Pradesh against journalist Vinod Dua by invoking
the narrowed-down meaning of what constitutes an of-
fence under Section 124A of the IPC, the provision for
sedition, set out in Kedar Nath Singh (1962). Every jour-
nalist, the Court has ruled, is entitled to the protection
of that judgment, which said “comments, however
strongly worded, expressing disapprobation of actions
of the Government, without exciting those feelings
which generate the inclination to cause public disorder
by acts of violence, would not be penal”. The law on se-
dition has come a long way from the formulation of Brit-
ish-era judges Comer Petheram and Arthur Strachey
that “feelings of disaffection” towards the government
connote “absence of affection... hatred, enmity, dislike,
hostility... and every form of ill-will towards the govern-
ment” to the more rational reading that only a perni-
cious tendency to create public disorder would be an
offence. Yet, it appears that every generation needs a
judicial iteration of this principle, and that is because of
two reasons: that Section 124A remains on the statute
book and that powerful political figures and their mi-
nions are unable to take criticism in their stride.

Enacted to put down journalistic criticism of the co-
lonial administration from an increasingly vocal press,
Section 124A is essentially a provision which seeks to
protect the government’s institutional vanity from dis-
approbation using the interests of public order and se-
curity of the state as a fig leaf. It has often been criti-
cised for being vague and “overbroad”. Its use of terms
such as “bringing (government) into hatred or con-
tempt” and “disloyalty and all feelings of enmity” conti-
nues to help the police to invoke it whenever there is
either strong criticism or critical depiction of unrespon-
sive or insensitive rulers. The explanation that disap-
proval of government actions or measures with a view
to altering them by lawful means will not amount to an
offence is not enough to restrain the authorities from
prosecution. The mischief lies in the latitude given to
the police by an insecure political leadership to come
down on the government’s adversaries. It is unfortu-
nate that the Bench did not go into the aspect of politi-
cal motivation behind the police registering FIRs with-
out checking if the required ingredient of incitement to
violence is present. The Court’s verdict brightens the
hope that the section’s validity will be re-examined. For
now, it is a blow for free speech and media freedom.

Diminishing options
The RBI has little room to use interest rates

for achieving policy outcomes

he RBI’s latest policy statement underscores the
Tdiminishing options available to it to address the

economic fallout from the COVID-19 pandemic.
The bank’s Monetary Policy Committee left benchmark
interest rates unchanged for a sixth straight meeting
and reiterated that it would keep its policy stance ac-
commodative ‘as long as necessary to revive and sus-
tain growth on a durable basis’. Since its May 2020 deci-
sion to cut interest rates by 40 basis points, taking the
cumulative reduction in borrowing costs in the wake of
the pandemic’s onset to 115 basis points, the MPC has
found itself in a bind. While the first lockdown con-
stricted supply and demand for much of Q1 of the last
fiscal, pushing the economy into a record 24.4% con-
traction during April-June and causing full-year GDP to
shrink 7.3%, the second wave has crushed all-round de-
mand and consumer confidence. The RBI’s May round
of the consumer confidence survey shows the Current
Situation Index at a new all-time low, with 75% of house-
holds perceiving the economic and employment situa-
tions as having worsened further, and the future expec-
tations index reflecting overall pessimism. It is hard to
see the mere availability of low-cost credit helping re-
vive the all-important consumption demand.

The MPC acknowledged the bleak outlook when it
slashed its projection for Q1 growth by as much as 770
basis points to 18.5%, from the 26.2% it had forecast just
on April 7. Banking more on optimism than hard data,
the panel bumped up its growth estimates for the se-
cond half resulting in an overall cut of only one percen-
tage point to its full-year growth forecast at 9.5%. For
this, it has assumed rural demand will remain buoyant
on the back of an expected normal monsoon, while not-
ing that widespread infections in rural areas, which
likely led to a sequential decline in tractor and two-
wheeler sales in April, could undermine future de-
mand. The other factor the RBI is banking on to provide
a fillip to economic activity is an accelerated pace of
vaccinations, over which it has virtually no control. To
be fair, Governor Shaktikanta Das has used the bank’s li-
quidity spigot as a tool to address some of the economic
distress. A series of measures focus on bolstering credit
flow to the hardest hit MSME and contact-intensive in-
dustrial and services sectors, respectively. Still, the
MPC can ill-afford to drop the ball on its primary remit
— ensuring inflation remains anchored. With interna-
tional commodity prices, including crude oil, on an up-
ward trajectory and no signs of domestic policy support
to check skyrocketing petrol and diesel pump prices,
inflation is sure to accelerate, posing a major conun-
drum to the RBI. Raising rates could risk hurting recov-
ery, and not doing so could heighten inflation.

The red tlags on the trail of the virus

China’s actions and the Wuhan lab connection do require closer scrutiny even if the U.S. may not find the smoking gun

JAYANT PRASAD

he publication of science

writer, editor, and author Ni-

cholas Wade’s well-re-
searched article in the Bulletin of
the Atomic Scientists, “The origin
of COVID: Did people or nature
open Pandora’s box at Wuhan?”
(https://bit.ly/3uWUXMI), has set
alarm bells ringing about the collu-
sive cover up of the possible leak
of the novel coronavirus from the
Wuhan Institute of Virology (WIV).
He has laid out a strong case for a
fuller investigation into the event.

The U.S. link

China promoted the narrative that
the virus spread from a wet market
(seafood and animal market) in
Wuhan to avoid any scrutiny of
what was being done in the WIV.
Senior health officials in the Unit-
ed States seemed to concur. It
soon became public that the coro-
navirus-related research in the
WIV was funded by American mo-
ney. Most experts embraced the
natural spread narrative since the
alternative was unimaginable. The
lab-leak proposition was discredit-
ed as a conspiracy theory simply
because it was being espoused by
then U.S. President Donald Trump
and his Secretary of State, Mike
Pompeo.

With advances in biotechnolo-
gy, it is now possible to genetically
engineer existing pathogens to
make them more lethal and diffi-
cult to treat. Higher mortality and
ethnic specificity could be the oth-
er features of such new, synthe-
sised organisms or viruses. A pos-
sible antidote or vaccine would
only be accessible to those con-
ducting such research.

Dr. Peter Daszak of the Eco-
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Health Alliance obtained grants
from the U.S. National Institutes of
Health and subcontracted re-
search to a group headed by Dr.
Shi Zhengli at the WIV. Dr. Daszak
claimed in a 2019 interview that af-
ter six or years of research, over
100 new SARS-related coronavi-
ruses, some of which were intro-
duced into human cells in the lab,
caused SARS disease in human-
ised mice and were untreatable.
The research carried out involved
the creation of novel, life-threaten-
ing and pandemic-creating
viruses.

The WIV operates a Biosafety le-
vel-4 (BSL-4) facility. Its deficient
safety had been flagged by U.S. in-
spectors, but there is no record of
any remedial action. A 2018 in-
spection report stated that the fa-
cility did not have appropriately
trained professionals to safely op-
erate the BSL-4 laboratory (https://
wapo.st/3gbHkK]). A former Israe-
li intelligence official and visiting
fellow at the Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses, Dany Sho-
ham, now with the Bar Ilan Univer-
sity, Israel, has linked the WIV to
China’s biological weapons pro-
gramme (https://bit.ly/3gb1XH3).

Why were American funds
made available to a Chinese labo-
ratory to conduct sensitive re-
search? No doubt because it was
less expensive and dangerous to
carry out the experiments in Chi-
na. Besides, U.S. funding ensured
it would have access to the experi-
ments conducted at the WIV. In a
recently released email (https://
bit.ly/3co8Xzb), Dr.  Daszak
thanked the Director of the U.S.
National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases, Dr. Anthony S.
Fauci, for publicly stating that
scientific evidence supported a
natural origin for the coronavirus
and not a lab release.

China’s reactions

Admittedly, it is difficult to distin-
guish between a naturally occur-
ring event, an accidental release of
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a genetically modified pathogen,
or its deliberate use. Because of
this and the lingering suspicions, it
is the responsibility of the institu-
tion and the country where the
first outbreak occurred to esta-
blish the facts.

China has done the opposite. It
has covered up facts and impeded
the investigation. A 34-year-old
doctor in Wuhan, Li Wenliang,
tried to alert others on a social me-
dia platform from his hospital bed
in Wuhan about a possible out-
break of a SARS-type virus. Instead
of treating the young doctor as a
hero, Chinese security officials vil-
ified him and charged him with
making false claims, spreading ru-
mours, and disturbing the social
order. He died as a result of a coro-
navirus infection. While he was of-
ficially exonerated by an investiga-
tion into his death, the report has
been criticised for only having re-
commended the reprimand be
withdrawn. There are also other
reports of the police making an
apology to his family.

The WIV head of coronavirus
research, Shi Zhengli’s database
on SARS-like viruses went offline
just before the virus outbreak in
Wuhan. Countries demanding
greater transparency and accoun-
tability have been either de-
nounced or ‘punished’ by China.
China’s vehement opposition to
further investigations, actions to
suppress facts from getting out,
and reluctance to share data only

fuel the suspicion that China has
something to hide.

The release of the findings of
the World Health Organization
(WHO) on March 30 — and revised
on April 6 (https://bit.ly/3fVDuGH)
— on the origins of the SARS-CoV-2
virus (coronavirus) that dismissed
the lab-leak as “extremely unlike-
ly” actually energised the contro-
versy instead of laying it to rest.
Subsequently, the WHO Director-
General, Dr. Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, called for further
studies on the virus origins and
said that all hypotheses remained
on the table, dismissing the earlier
findings as non-definitive.

The WHO findings were tainted
because Dr. Daszak, a self-de-
clared partisan of the natural oc-
currence theory and with a perso-
nal financial stake in the WIV
experimentation, was included in
the inquiry team (https://ny-
ti.ms/3uXFZN9). Together with a
group of fellow virologists, Dr. Das-
zak had already declared in Febru-
ary that they stood together to
“strongly condemn conspiracy
theories” suggesting that the virus
did not have a natural, zoonotic
origin (https://bit.ly/3w9007y). In-
cluding him in the WHO investiga-
tion team was akin to having a sus-
pect investigate the crime scene.

It is unlikely that U.S. President
Joe Biden’s call to the U.S. intelli-
gence  community  (https://
bit.ly/3clSoEd) — “to collect and
analyse information that could
bring us closer to a definitive con-
clusion, and to report back to me
in 90 days” — will result in a smok-
ing gun being found. Unfortunate-
ly, the available evidence that is
scant will compromise a credible
forensic examination. Any deter-
mination of what went wrong will
necessarily be circumstantial.

Present and future dangers

That the coronavirus escaped
from the WIV is in fact increasing-
ly plausible. Whether this was a
negligent or wilful act can never

Embedded in Ambedkar’s historiography

An ardent Indophile’s poem on the life of Buddha stirred a rethink on conventional ideas of a philosophy
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JAIRAM RAMESH

Published in London in July 1879,
The Light of Asia by Sir Edwin Ar-
nold, a poem on the life and teach-
ings of the Buddha, contributed
greatly to the international com-
munity’s knowledge of Buddhism
and also played an important role
in India’s cultural awakening and
social transformation.
Jairam Ramesh highlights the in-
fluence it had on the subconti-
nent’s leaders from Swami Viveka-
nanda, Mahatma Gandbhi,
Jawaharlal Nehru to Dr. B.R. Am-
bedkar. An excerpt from The Light
of Asia: The Poem that Defined the
Buddha, the biography of an epic
poem written in blank verse:

dwin Arnold was a quintes-
Esential Victorian in every

way. A remarkable polyglot,
he was conversant in Greek, Latin,
Arabic, Turkish, French, German,
Japanese, Hebrew, Persian, San-
skrit and Marathi. For about forty
years he was a leader writer for
London’s newspaper The Daily Te-
legraph. He was a firm believer in
the civilising mission of the British
Empire, but he was also at the
same time an ardent Indophile.

So far, Arnold had written a
two-volume study of Lord Dalhou-
sie as Viceroy. He had published
translations of two very well-
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known Indian literary classics. In
addition, he had brought out a
number of original poems on In-
dian themes. But in 1879 he would
hit the jackpot as it were and bring
out the blockbuster that would re-
verberate across the world. The
Buddha was very much in the air,
what with Rhys Davids, Max Muell-
er himself and Madame Blavatsky
having generated up great interest
in him. It was natural for a man of
Arnold’s background and inclina-
tions to be drawn into writing so-
mething on this theme.

The title page reads thus: The
Light of Asia or The Great Renun-
ciation (Mahabhinishkramana) be-
ing the Life and Teaching of Gauta-
ma Prince of India and Founder of
Buddhism (as told in verse by an
Indian Buddhist).

So, from the beginning, it is
clear that Arnold has adopted a
novel technique: the life, charac-
ter and philosophy of Prince Gau-
tama of India, the founder of
Buddhism, are being depicted ‘by
the medium of an imaginary
Buddhist votary’. He does this be-
cause, as he says: to appreciate the
spirit of Asiatic thoughts, they
should be regarded from the
Oriental point of view; and neither
the miracles which consecrate this
record nor the philosophy which it
embodies, could have been other-
wise so naturally produced.

Clearly, the two-year stint at
Poona College had left an indelible
imprint on Arnold. In his preface
he says that he wants to elucidate
on Nirvana, Dharma, Karma and
other chief features of Buddhism
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(like the doctrine of Transmigra-
tion), saying that it was his firm
conviction that a ‘third of mankind
would never have been brought to
believe in blank abstractions, or in
Nothingness as the issue and
crown of Being’. He was taking the
orthodox Christian critics head-
on. The Light of Asia was in ‘eight
books of blank verse, with some
five or six hundred lines in each’.

Impact on Ambedkar

The biggest political event of 1956
and indeed amongst the biggest
ever in twentieth-century Indian
history was the conversion of Dr
Ambedkar to Buddhism, with
lakhs of his followers, on 14 Octob-
er of that year. Dr Ambedkar had
had a long engagement with Budd-
ha and Buddhism and the event

came as no surprise.

I tried to find out whether The
Light of Asia had ever figured in his
life. That Dr Ambedkar was very
familiar with Arnold’s work is evi-
dent from the fact that he had two
copies of it in his personal library,
now at Siddharth College in
Mumbai.

But did The Light of Asia have
any impact on Dr Ambedkar?

Here is what Akshay Singh Rath-
ore, a noted scholar, had to say on
this subject when I asked him
whether the poem had meant
anything to the key architect of the
Indian Constitution: “As for direct
influence it would be a stretch to
say that it was in any way robust ...
But what is really the point of fo-
cus when thinking about Ambed-
karite Buddhism are the points of
rupture (with the Buddhisms of
his day) and the points of continui-
ty with the classical literature, and
primarily the Pali canon. So com-
ing then to indirect influence. Ar-
nold awoke Kosambi and Kosambi
had a huge impact on Ambedkar;
however, what influenced Ambed-
kar was not Kosambi’s transmis-
sion of ideas from Kane/Arnold,
but rather his break with them ...”

What Rathore was referring to
was the fact that by the 1940s
Dharmanand Kosambi had put for-
ward a very radical explanation
for Siddhartha’s renunciation. Ar-
nold’s poem and indeed all of
Buddhist tradition believes that
the Prince saw four sights in quick
succession — an aged man, an ill
man, a corpse and a tranquil
monk.
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be proven, but it is evident that the
research at the WIV — bioengineer-
ing more lethal coronavirus var-
iants  — crossed  ethical
boundaries.

The 1972 Biological and Toxin
Weapons Convention (BWC) — for-
merly known as the Convention
on the Prohibition of the Develop-
ment, Production and Stockpiling
of Bacteriological (Biological) and
Toxin Weapons and on their Des-
truction — has no systems to verify
compliance with its prohibitions,
nor any enforcement mechanisms
to penalise infringement of its pro-
visions. These shortcomings have
been repeatedly highlighted in the
five-yearly Review Conferences of
the BWC, but the state parties to
the BWC have been unable to
agree on any measures to address
them, thus compromising on bio-
security and wilful breaches of the
Convention.

Smallpox and other viruses
have escaped from secure labora-
tories before. Public knowledge is
that the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, Atlanta,
and the Russian State Research
Center of Virology and Biotechnol-
ogy, Koltsovo, are now the only
two “official” repositories of small-
pox spores, but there have been
persistent fears that these have
been disseminated, and certain
countries are experimenting with
genetically modifying them. Small-
pox was deadly enough. Its ‘im-
proved’ version might be
devastating.

The coronavirus research con-
ducted in the WIV for years is an
example of science that has run
amok, without ethical restraints or
any code of conduct for the scien-
tists, who appear to be bereft of
any accountability. Such action
threatens the very existence of hu-
mankind. This is why China’s role
requires closer scrutiny.

Jayant Prasad is a former diplomat and
a former Director-General of the Institute
for Defence Studies and Analyses

The first three set him thinking
on the nature of suffering and the
fourth on the way to salvation. Ko-
sambi had discovered Buddhism
after reading The Light of Asia in
1899, and become a Buddhist
monk and the first modern Indian
scholar of Pali.

Revisionist account

But in his posthumously published
play in 1949 called Boddhisatva:
Natak, Kosambi wrote that it was
not so much revulsion for the
world and hope for nirvana that
set Prince Siddhartha on his
search for enlightenment but ac-
tually it was his violent opposition
to the use of force and conflict to
resolve a water dispute between
the two tribes—the Sakyas, to
which his father belonged, and the
Koliyas, to which his mother
belonged.

It is clear that Kosambi’s late-life
rejection of the conventional wis-
dom on the motives for Prince
Siddhartha’s renunciation was ful-
ly shared by Dr Ambedkar. There
is absolutely no doubt that Dr Am-
bedkar challenged the main-
stream historiographies of Indic
civilization through a revisionist
account of the social and political
role of Buddha and Buddhism in
India’s past. The Light of Asia was
embedded in that historiography.
This set him apart from others in
India who were also great admir-
ers of Buddha, like Tagore, Gandhi
and Nehru.

Excerpted with permission from Penguin
Random House India
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Court on sedition

While complimenting the
Supreme Court of India for
having quashed the sedition
charges against a senior
journalist, it should be said
that the reasons given by
the Court are good enough
to strike down the section
as arbitrary and in violation
of the freedom of
expression guaranteed
under Article19(1)(a) of the
Constitution. Despite the
Kedar Nath Singh
judgment, Section 124A has
been abused in prosecuting
among others, journalists,
writers, civil rights activists
and even students. The
Court has done well in
stating that criticising the

acts of the Government is
not seditious. More
importantly, it has
acknowledged that there
has been a recent trend of
governments using the
section vindictively to stifle
criticism. Honest criticism
of the polarising nature of
the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act or the
Union government’s actions
in Kashmir do not amount
to sedition.

Therefore, going by
experience and the clear
expression of the Supreme
Court, there are good
enough reasons for the
Supreme Court to strike
down this anachronistic law
at the earliest so that

citizens are able to breathe
freely. In the interregnum,
the Court could have done
well by suspending all the
pending sedition cases with
one stroke of the pen.

N.G.R. PRASAD,
Chennai

‘No Malayalam’ order

It is totally uncalled for and
the height of linguistic
chauvinism that the Govind
Ballabh Pant Institute of
Postgraduate Medical
Education and Research,
one of the largest
government-run hospitals
of Delhi, banned its nursing
staff from speaking in
Malayalam in the hospital
and even warned of serious

action; the ban has since
been revoked. Considering
that the nurses have been
burning the midnight oil
and risking their lives in the
pandemic fight, it is
inexcusable that they are
not allowed to even relax by
conversing between
themselves in their mother
tongue, especially when
there are about 300-350
Malayali nurses in the
hospital.

Hindi and other North
Indian languages are
equally alien to most
people of Kerala, but in
keeping with the spirit of
national integration, not
even the migrant labour
force from North India in

Kerala is barred from
speaking their languages.

NALINI VIJAYARAGHAVAN,
Thiruvananthapuram

= This was nothing but
intolerance in a country
where people talk in
different languages
depending on the
circumstances. If such things
persist, there may be a day
where there are orders
objecting to people talking to
each other in their mother
tongue in public places.

V.N. SUBRAMANYAM,
Bengaluru

Safety and research
Increased incidences of new
zoonotic transmission

»
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emerging are of grave
concern (‘FAQ’ page, June 6).
Paucity in research funding
into communicable diseases
and diversion of funds for
non-communicable diseases
(much more lucrative for
private funding agencies,
and pharmaceutical
companies in the developed
countries) have been echoed
by experts.

With the Wuhan laboratory
leak theory gaining greater
credibility, health
monitoring organisations
must ensure safer microbial
research.

Dr. Bjju C. MATHEW,
Thiruvananthapuram
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Behavioural change can reduce transmission

There are many methods rooted in behavioural science that we can employ to improve mask wearing
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UTTARA BHARATH KUMAR

Most of us in India will agree that
there are two large parts to this pan-
demic: medical science and human
behaviour. Universal vaccination will
reduce infections, but with vaccine
availability currently challenging,
‘herd immunity’ is still many
months, if not years, away.

Lack of physical distancing and
proper hand washing are among the
reasons for daily new infections. But
the biggest reason for the surge is
that people are wearing masks incon-
sistently, incorrectly, or not at all. Da-
ta from a global survey of COVID-19
knowledge, attitudes and practices
(KAP) produced by the Johns Hop-
kins Center for Communication Pro-
grams show that from July 2020 to
March 2021, India saw a 5% drop in
mask wearing. In the two-week pe-
riod starting on March 15, 84% re-
portedly wore masks. However, the
number varied sub-nationally and it
was not measured whether the mask
wearing was correct or consistent.

Nevertheless, this is discouraging.
While there will always be a minority
who do not believe in the virus,
masks or vaccines, a great majority
would like to do what it takes to put
this pandemic behind us. Relying
solely on medical science, especially
treatment, takes the agency away
from the average people to act.

Channels for communication
With behavioural data and strategic
approaches, resources can be more
efficiently used in reaching different
audience segments with information
through the channels they trust.
Here are seven ways, rooted in beha-
vioural science, that we can employ
to improve mask wearing and other
COVID-19 prevention measures.
First, we all need basic informa-
tion on why masks are effective in
preventing COVID-19 transmission.
We also need to know who should
wear them, when and where. We
need clarity on what types of masks
are most effective, how to wear a
mask correctly, and when is it impor-
tant to double mask. The COVID-19

KAP survey shows that scientists and
health experts are the most trusted
sources of information on COVID-19,
followed by the World Health Organ-
ization, television, newspapers, ra-
dio, and local health workers. These
trusted channels should be used to-
gether to share basic information. As
new information becomes available
that is different from, or that adds to,
the baseline information that people
have, it should be shared with eve-
ryone in a comprehensive and timely
way. We should not discount or put
down people’s beliefs or misconcep-
tions, but counter them with credi-
ble facts (Limaye, Sauer 2021). Ad-
dressing those barriers creatively
through expert testimonials, info-
graphics and statistics that explain
how masks have prevented infection
transmission is important.

Second, not everyone has the
same information needs. Some don’t
believe that masks prevent COVID-19
infection whereas some know and
agree that masks do prevent infec-
tion but don’t wear them consistent-
ly or correctly for various reasons.
Communication to each group of pe-
ople should be tailored accordingly.
Generic messages saying ‘wear your
mask’ can only serve as reminders at
best; they will not help someone
who, say, only wears a mask when
she decides that she is in a risky sit-
uation. For that person, the message
should convince her that any situa-
tion outside the home can pose a CO-
VID-19 risk and that masking up any
time you leave your house is critical.

Third, we need to communicate
the benefits of mask wearing. We
need to highlight stories that show
how COVID-19 infections are low
among communities where mask
wearing is high. Sharing testimonials

Recognising sex work as work

Adults who earn by providing sexual services
should be granted basic labour rights

THAMIZHACHI THANGAPANDIAN

The pandemic has hit millions of pe-
ople and caused a great deal of suffer-
ing across communities. But there is
one community that is especially
hard hit and that is sex workers. Ow-
ing to the non-recognition of sex
work as “legitimate work”, sex work-
ers have mostly been kept at arm’s
length from the government’s relief
programmes. COVID-19 has thus pro-
vided more reason to consider a
long-pending demand of sex workers
in India — decriminalisation of sex
work and a guaranteed set of labour
rights.

An archaic, regressive view
The legislation governing sex work in
India is the Immoral Traffic (Preven-
tion) Act. The Suppression of Immo-
ral Traffic in Women and Children
Act was enacted in 1956. Subsequent
amendments were made to the law
and the name of the Act was changed
to Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act.
The legislation penalis- .
es acts such as keeping = =4
a brothel, solicitingina |- % &
public place, living off A4V
the earnings of sex work !
and living with or habi-
tually being in the com-
pany of a sex worker.
This Act represents

the archaic and regressive view that

sex work is morally wrong and that
the people involved in it, especially
women, never consent to it volunta-
rily. After all, in popular depiction,
entry into sex work is involuntary,
forced, and through deception. As a
consequence, it is believed that these
women need to be “rescued” and
“rehabilitated”, sometimes even
without their consent. While this is a
valid argument for minor girls, for
many consenting adult sex workers,
it has been a problem. This is what
has led to the classification of “res-
pectable women” and “non-respec-
table women”. This view is based on
the belief that sex work is “easy”
work and no one will or should
choose to practise it. It thus perpet-
uates the prejudice that women who
do practise sex work are morally
devious.

The Act has not only criminalised
sex work but also further stigmatised
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and pushed it underground thus
leaving sex workers more prone to
violence, discrimination and harass-
ment. The Act denies an individual
their right over their bodies. Moreov-
er, it imposes the will of the state over
adults articulating their life choices.
It gives no agency to the sex workers
to fight against the traffickers and in
fact, has made them more suscepti-
ble to be harassed by the state offi-
cials. The Act fails to recognise that
many women willingly enter into
agreements with traffickers, some-
times just to seek a better life as cho-
sen by them. Evidence shows that
many women choose to remain in
sex work despite opportunities to
leave after ‘rehabilitation’ by the go-
vernment or non-governmental
organisations.

Labour rights

The Justice Verma Commission had
also acknowledged that there is a dis-
tinction between women who are
trafficked for commercial sexual ex-
ploitation and adult, con-
senting women who are
in sex work of their own
- volition.

We must recognise sex
work as work and stop
ourselves from assigning
morality to their work.
= Adult men, women and
transgender persons in sex work
have the right to earn by providing
sexual services; live with dignity; and
remain free from violence, exploita-
tion, stigma and discrimination. It is
time we rethink sex work from a la-
bour perspective, where we recog-
nise their work and guarantee them
basic labour rights.

The judiciary is moving in the di-
rection of recognising sex workers’
right to livelihood. The Supreme
Court, in Budhadev Karmaskar v.
State of West Bengal (2011), opined
that sex workers have a right to digni-
ty. Parliament must also take a re-
look at the existing legislation and do
away with the ‘victim-rescue-rehabil-
itation’ narrative. During these times
of crisis especially, this is all the more
important.

T. Sumathy (A) Thamizhachi Thangapandian
is MP, South Chennai parliamentary

constituency

from people who wear masks regu-
larly and explaining how they have
managed to avoid getting infected
could help. Making masks a symbol
of being cool (for the image-con-
scious), a sign of being considerate
and respectful (for people who have
elders and vulnerable people at
home), and a badge of being smart
(for those who want to protect them-
selves) could all be ways of reaching
out to different kinds of people.

Positive social norm

Fourth, we need to create a positive
social norm around mask wearing.
People are more likely to practise a
behaviour if they believe that eve-
ryone else is also doing it too. Each
audience segment has its own in-
fluencers, whether in their commun-
ity or in the media. Those influencers
should be routinely seen wearing a
mask or heard talking about it. Ad-
vertisements, messages and visuals
all positively reinforce mask wearing.

Fifth, we need to enforce correct
and consistent mask wearing. Many
people do not follow proper masking
behaviour because there is no conse-
quence for their inaction. We rely on-
ly on the police to enforce mask
wearing. While that is needed, we
should all take collective responsibil-
ity. We need language that shows us
how to politely tell an unmasked or
poorly masked community member
to wear a mask. If each of us can in-
fluence the people around us, the
positive multiplier effect of wearing
masks will be significant in curbing
infections.

Sixth, we need compassionate lea-
dership. Leaders, at every level, can
play a positive or negative role in in-
fluencing our behaviour. From the
head of a family to the head of a

country, leaders have to lead with
empathy, and build and hold the
trust of the people they lead. Reli-
gion, politics and profit have no role
when we are in such a dire situation.
These leaders should themselves
consistently convey and enact posi-
tive behaviours like mask wearing
and vaccinations.

The role of media

Seventh, we need responsible media.
If fear of the threat (COVID-19 in this
case) is stronger than our perception
that we can do something about it,
we will ignore the threat rather than
trying to address it (EPPM, Witte et
al. 1992). We look to the media for
brave and honest reporting and
there have been some great exam-
ples of that during the pandemic. Ho-
wever, when many channels sow
more panic than positivity, the au-
dience grows numb. People feel that
there may be no point in them doing
anything if it is all doom and gloom
anyway. In their helplessness, peo-
ple indiscriminately share informa-
tion, misinformation and disinfor-
mation on social media. We need
sections of the media to hold them-
selves to a high standard and report
on much more than just burning
pyres, struggling hospitals, the oxy-
gen crisis and vaccine and drug shor-
tages. When we see uplifting and in-
spiring stories of prevention efforts,
ideas and innovations to promote
masking, distancing and vaccination,
we will feel inspired to do our bit for
prevention.

If we want to finish this year being
able to celebrate festivals, hug our
loved ones and enjoy a real holiday,
we need to invest in a comprehen-
sive, behavioural approach to ad-
dress COVID-19 behaviour. While no
expense is being spared in engaging
the best scientific experts from
around the world to address ques-
tions and explain the pandemic, the
human behavioural aspect has only
been addressed in an ad hoc manner.
Understanding, predicting and shap-
ing human behaviour is a science
too. Indeed, it is the less expensive
way of digging ourselves out of the
hole we are currently in.

Uttara Bharath Kumar is a Senior Technical
Adbvisor for Social and Behaviour Change at
the Johns Hopkins Center for Communication
Programs which is part of the Bloomberg
School of Public Health at Johns Hopkins
University

FROM THE READERS’ EDITOR

The question of nuance

While reporters inform the public, editorials help readers
make sense of myriad developments

A.S. PANNEERSELVAN

For years, I have referred to editorials in
newspapers to explain a rather difficult
word, perspicacity. The Oxford dictionary
defines it as “the ability to understand some-
body/something very quickly and accurate-
ly”. Etymologists trace the origin of this
word to the Latin word perspicacitas, which
means discernment. Perspicacity is the pow-
er to discern what is going on beneath the
surface. Journalism has two fundamental
roles: informing the public and making
sense of what’s going on around us. While
the role of reporters is to inform the public,
the function of an editorial is to help readers
make sense of myriad developments.

Many readers were taken aback by the ed-
itorial, “No comments” (June 1), on tennis
star Naomi Osaka’s decision not to attend the
post-match press conferences at the French
Open, which is a contractual obligation for
players. The editorial dealt exhaustively with
the interactions between sports personali-
ties and journalists in the age of social media.
It read: “In a universe where athletes prefer
social-media posts over media interactions,
the official press-conference is the last re-
maining avenue for probing questions that
elicit insightful answers. Player-journalist in-
teractions are the only substitute for source-
based inferences that colour the narrative.
Closer home, M.S. Dhoni revealed his inter-
national retirement through Instagram and
lapsed into silence.”

The challenges of mental health issues
The editorial acknowledged that some ques-
tions asked during post-match conferences
are insensitive. This is vastly different from
the multiple challenges posed by mental
health issues.

One of the readers, Vasudevan, felt that
the editorial was written before Ms. Osaka
decided to quit the tournament. He wrote:
“The editorial has jumped the gun by stating
that Osaka ignored nuance, dished out a
lame excuse and trivialised the serious issue
of mental health. In hindsight, it is obvious
that it is the editorial that has trivialised the
serious issue of mental health by not taking
cognisance of what a champion player like
Osaka is going through. If one goes through
her on-court interviews of the past, one

DATA POINT

Miles to

gro Only around 44% of India's population over the age of 60 has received the first
dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. In Tamil Nadu (19.8%), Uttar Pradesh (28%) and Assam (29.2%), less than 30% of senior
citizens have received the first dose. Overall, only 19% of the country's adult population has received at least the first dose.
Barely 4% of them in all the major States taken together have received both doses. While the overall vaccination rates have
increased in the country over the past couple of weeks, they need to be ramped up further to cover a significant share of the
population. By The Hindu Data Team

HOW TO READ THE CHART | The chart shows the % of the adult population that has received at least one dose of a
vaccine (®) and the share that has received both doses (@) in major States/UTs. It also shows the share of people aged 60
and above who have received their first shot (4)

In nine out of the 22 States/UTs listed, less than 20% of the

A.P. ) Y +* adult population has received the first dose. Of them, in Uttar
ASSAM Pradesh (11.3%), Bihar (12.4%), Tamil Nadu (13.7%) and Assam
hd e * (14.7%), less than 15% of adults have received their first shot
BIHAR| @ ) +
CHHATTISGARH* ° ) + = hn
DELHI [} () 3 : g
GUJARAT ) [ + g;
HARYANA ° ° + -
H.P. ° ° + ‘
J&K ® ) + =
JHARKHAND| @ [ J +
KARNATAKA ([ ] (
KERALA [ ] [ ] +
MP| @ ot + In 10 States, less than 10% of the
MAHARASHTRA [ ] ° + adult population has rgc_eived bo_th
° ° + doses. Except for Delhi, in no major
CIELA State has the share of fully vaccinated-——
PUNJAB* o L + adults touched 10%
RAJASTHAN o bt i =
TAMIL NADU bt d + In 12 States, less z—
TELANGANA [} [} + ggn half Cl)ftthe =
+ population
url @ e * have received--——
UTTARAKHAND d it + their first shot |
westeenea |  ® ¢ 00+ e e e
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 60 65 70 75 80 85

% OF THE POPULATION

would find that she never was comfortable,
though the real reasons were never known.
Instead of trying to understand the problem,
as not all individuals are made equal, other
Grand Slam tournament authorities also
joined French Open authorities in warning
an already vulnerable individual.”

I agree with Mr. Vasudevan. Editorials
should exemplify perspicacity and in this
context, Osaka’s subsequent statement
makes the editorial seem churlish. She spoke
of experiencing “huge waves of anxiety” be-
fore speaking to the media and said that she
has “suffered long bouts of depression”. This
needs empathetic listening. But having ex-
pressed my reservation about the editorial
and flagging the concerns of readers, I must
acknowledge that the opinion pages made
quick amends.

A moment’s lapse of empathy

Preethi Ramamoorthy, who has covered
Grand Slam tournaments, wrote a reflective
article, “Asking the right questions” (June 3).
She wrote: “There exists a larger question of
what we expect from our sporting icons. Are
we satisfied with them just doing their job —
playing, winning — or do we want to get to
know the person, the tactical genius, behind
the champion? It takes a particular brand of
mental fortitude to thrive in a punishing and
lonely sport such as tennis. It is this trait that
journalists most often want to probe and
showcase.” She rightly pointed out that the
ideal way to do this is through “long-winded,
private chats”.

On the same day, the President of the Pu-
blic Health Foundation of India, K. Srinath
Reddy, wrote an article stressing on the need
to look at the delicate subject of mental
health more closely. He also documented the
hypocrisy of sporting bodies. He wrote:
“The French Tennis Federation did not cov-
er itself in glory when it displayed an utter
lack of empathy towards a vulnerable young
woman who rose to the top of the game be-
cause of her immense talent and not because
of her speaking abilities... To add irony and
insult to injury, Gilles Moretton, the presi-
dent of the French Tennis Federation, made
a statement to the press about Osaka’s with-
drawal and left without fielding questions.
The incident lays bare deep hypocrisy.”

As an ombudsman, my special respect for
sports journalism stems from the fact that it
effortlessly straddles the two worlds of pu-
blic interest and what the public is interested
in. Even a moment’s lapse of empathy will
derail this fine balance.

readerseditor@thehindu.co.in
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 7, 1971

Housing the Homeless
(From an Editorial)

The Tamil Nadu Governor, Mr. K.K. Shah,
who was formerly Union Minister for Hous-
ing, has put the shortage of housing at over
90 million residential units for the whole
country and some 6 to 7.5 million units for
Tamil Nadu alone. Other estimates have put
the funds required for building so many
housing units at Rs. 33,000 crores for the
whole country and by the same criterion, it
should cost over Rs. 2,500 crores for Tamil
Nadu. These are staggering figures and the
raising of resources on such a colossal scale
is not within the means of either the Centre
or the State Governments. But rather than
be frightened away by the very magnitude of
the task, Governments should consider it a
challenge, and at least quicken the pace of
attack on the problem, even if there can be
no hope of a complete answer to the grow-
ing shortage in the forseeable future. It is Mr.
Shah who initiated, as Minister for Housing,
the pragmatic Rs. 200-crore revolving fund
plan to make housing somewhat self-financ-
ing with the help of this initial nucleus.
There have been several other Central aid
schemes in operation since the beginning of
planning in the early fifties.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 7, 1921

The Interviews and After

The citizens of Jubbulpore assembled in pu-
blic meeting on Sunday, 5th June resolved
that they have full confidence in Congress
Leaders. They then proceeded to pass the
undermentioned Resolutions:- That consi-
dering the present situation created in con-
sequence of Simla Interviews and speeches,
it is high time that Mahatma Gandhi, Lalalaj-
patrai, Pandit Malwiya and the Ali Brothers,
who are all concerned, should soon disclose
the whole affair in detail to the public. The
assembly declared that not disclosing affairs
concerning them will be very injurious. The
assembly, of right, demanded that Mr. Vijai-
raghavachariar, as the President of All India
Congress Committee ought to state how
Congressmen should stand and act to-day;
That in view of the indecent taunts whether
rightly or wrongly flung at the leaders, by
Lord Reading at Simla, it has become incum-
bent on the leaders to clear the mist and to
keep the public confidence in Mahatmaji, Ali
Brothers and other leaders unshaken; That
Hakim Ajmal Khan, and Dr. Ansari are re-
quested not to have interviews with the Vice-
roy until the Ali Brothers’ case is fully appre-
ciated by the public.
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More antibodies are

“Contrarily, Covishield
showed a good seropositivi-
ty rate and a 4-fold rise in
median antibody titre even
after a single dose,” the
authors note.

Overall, 97.8% of those
who never had COVID and
had two complete doses of
Covishield had detectable
levels of antibodies, or test-
ed seropositive, compared
to 79.3% with Covaxin. It is
important to note that of the
515, only 90 got Covaxin.
Covishield constitutes the
overwhelming majority of
vaccines administered in
the country with nearly
nine persons getting it for
every one of Covaxin.

Key target

Though the spike protein re-
mains the key target of most
vaccines, ICMR and Bharat
Biotech, the makers of Co-
vaxin, have previously said
that being a vaccine made
out of an inactivated virus, it
elicited a ‘broader immune’
response, meaning antibo-
dies aimed at different parts
of the coronavirus to neu-
tralise it. T-cell immunity,

produced by Covishield

that is reported to elicit a
longer lasting protection
wasn’t measured in the stu-
dy. While real world efficacy
data of Covaxin and India-
centric data on Covishield
isn’t public yet, recent stu-
dies have shown that most
vaccines — including Covax-
in and Covishield — have re-
duced response to some co-
ronavirus variants such as

B.1.617.2 or the Delta
variant.
Of the 30 HCWs who test-

ed positive for the virus,
three tested positive after
the first dose and 27 after
the second. Breakthrough
infections — testing positive
for the coronavirus two
weeks after the second dose
— were noted in 5.5% (22/
399) cohorts in Covishield
and 2.2% (2/93) of Covaxin
recipients.

Dr. A.K. Singh, of the GD
Hospital and Diabetes Insti-
tute, Kolkata, and among
the authors of the paper,
said the greater number of
infections after the second
wave was probably due to
the increased number of
cases after April .

Punjab, TN., Kerala top
education index ranking

This is the third edition of
the index and uses 70 indi-
cators to measure progress.
Of these, the 16 indicators
related to learning out-
comes remain unchanged
through all three editions,
as they are based on data
from the 2017 National
Achievement Survey, which
tested students in Classes 3,

5,8and 10.

The next NAS was sche-
duled to be held in 2020,
but was postponed because
of the pandemic.

The remaining 54 param-
eters use Central databases,
collating information from
the school and district level,
and have been updated for
2019-20.

Farmers’ convoy heads
to protest site in Delhi

Amid continued stalemate
over withdrawal of cases
against farmer leaders and
their release in Harayana’s
Fatehabad, the SKM has
now given a call for four-
hour sit-in agitation out-
side police stations across
the State on June 7
(Monday).

The farmers were arrest-
ed during a protest against
Jannayak Janata Party MLA
Devender Babli last week.

Talks break down

Swaraj India national presi-
dent Yogendra Yadav, in a
tweet, said the govern-
ment’s  “intransigence”
and “arrogance” had led to
the failure of talks in Fate-
habad’s Tohana.

“SKM calls for 4 hour
dharna outside all police
stations in Haryana tomor-
row. Farmers from 4 dis-
tricts to converge in Toha-
na,” said the tweet.

Led by several SKM lead-
ers, including Mr. Yadav,
Gurnam Singh Charuni,
Rakesh Tikait and Yudhvir

Singh, hundreds of farmers
have been camping at Sa-
dar Police Station in Toha-
na since Saturday demand-
ing the withdrawal of cases
against farmer leaders and
release of Ravi Azad and Vi-
kas Sisar.

The agitating farmers,
including women, have
pitched tents outside the
police station and the SKM
leaders have announced
that they would not budge
from the station until the
two arrested farmer lead-
ers are released and cases
are withdrawn.

Several meetings have
been held with the local
administration, but there is
no breakthrough.

Mr. Yadav claimed that
they held six hours of talks
with the district adminis-
tration since Saturday, but
it remained inconclusive.

Deputy Commissioner,
Fatehabad, Narhari Ban-
gar, said talks were still on
with the farmers and the
authorities were hopeful of
an amicable solution soon.

Since Feb.,, it’s all quiet
on the Line of Control

“The guns are quiet, but we
have not lowered our
guard,” he said.

In a conversation bet-
ween the Director Generals
of Military Operations
(DGMOs) over the esta-
blished hotline on February
22, both sides agreed on
“strict observance of all
agreements, understand-
ings and cease firing along
the LoC and all other sec-
tors” with effect from the
midnight of February 24/25,
a joint statement said.

With summers setting in
the high altitude areas, the
next few months have to be
carefully watched, said two
officials. “This is just the
start of the summer. So we
have to take it day by day,”
said one officer. “We will
have to watch through the
season. This season will be
important to see if Pakistan
walks the talk,” he added.

Last week, Army Chief

cM
K

General Manoj Naravane
was in Jammu and Kashmir
to review the security situa-
tion on the ground.
However, the Kashmir
Valley has not seen such
steep reduction in violence,
noted several officials. The
local recruitment in the Val-
ley has seen only partial re-
duction with respect to last
year. As per data, the local
recruitment in 2019 was 119
and in 2020 it was 166. Till
May 1 this year it stood at 38
compared to a correspond-
ing figure of 49 last year.
There are also regional
developments which can
impact the ground situation
and are being closely
watched, officials say. Later
this month, at the plenary
from June 21-25,the Finan-
cial Action Task Force
(FATF) will take a decision
on its grey listing of Pakistan
for terror financing and mo-

ney laundering.

Radha Mohan Singh's meeting with Governor triggers speculation on changes

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW

Amid reports of stocktaking
within the BJP ahead of the
Uttar Pradesh Assembly
election next year, the par-
ty’s State in-charge, Radha
Mohan Singh, called upon
Governor Anandiben Patel
here at her official residence
on Sunday.

While Mr. Singh described
the visit as a courtesy call,
the political significance of
his trip to the U.P. capital
was not lost on anyone amid
speculation of changes com-
ing up in the government
and party.

“It is a mere formality,” he
said on the sudden visit.

Mr. Singh said he had
called upon Ms. Patel as he
had been unable to meet her
on past occasions.

When asked by pressper-
sons outside the Raj Bhavan
if any reshuffle of the State
Cabinet headed by Chief Mi-
nister Yogi Adityanath was

Formal meet: BJP leader Radha Mohan Singh with U.P.
Governor Anandiben Patel in Lucknow on Sunday. =pri

on the agenda, Mr. Singh
said there was no such
matter.

‘Most popular govt.

“The government in U.P. and
the organisation are working
with a lot of strength. The
strongest organisation and
the most popular govern-
ment in the country are op-

erating in Uttar Pradesh,”
Mr. Singh said.

Mr. Singh’s praise for the
Yogi Adityanath-led govern-
ment comes after party gen-
eral secretary (organisation)
B.L. Santhosh visited Luck-
now and met party leaders
and Ministers here as part of
a stocktaking exercise and
lauded the Chief Minister for

managing the COVID-19 pan-
demic “quite effectively”.

Mr. Singh also called upon
the Speaker of the Uttar Pra-
desh Assembly, Hriday Na-
rayan Dixit. The State unit of
the party also seemed to
back the Chief Minister.

‘Regular meetings’

Asked by presspersons
about Mr. Singh’s visit, BJP
U.P. president Swatantra Dev
Singh said the BJP was a “ka-
ryakarta-based  [worker]
party” and the leaders had
regular tours and meetings.

“Because this is not a par-
ty of a dynasty or a family...
Here, karyakartas are
screened and developed as
someone who can provide
leadership in the future and
direction to the society and
country,” he said.

Mr. Singh also praised CM
Adityanath as “hardwork-
ing”. “He is [working] seven
days a week, 24 hours daily,”
he said.

Govt. keen on implementing labour codes

It will result in reduction in take-home pay, higher provident fund liability of firms

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The four labour codes are
likely to see the light of day
in a couple of months as the
Centre is now keen on going
ahead with the implementa-
tion of these laws, which,
among others, will result in a
reduction in the take-home
pay of employees and a high-
er provident fund liability
for the companies.

Once the wages code
comes into force, there will
be significant changes in the
way basic pay and the provi-
dent fund of employees are
calculated.

The Labour Ministry had
envisaged implementing the
four codes on industrial rela-
tions, wages, social security
and occupational health sa-
fety and working conditions
from April 1, 2021.

These four labour codes
will rationalise 44 Central la-
bour laws.

The Ministry had even fi-
nalised the rules under the
four codes. But these could
not be implemented because
many States were not in a
position to notify rules un-
der these codes in their
jurisdiction.

Labour is on the Concur-

rent List of the Constitution
and, therefore, both the
Centre and the States have to
notify rules under these four
codes to make them the laws
of the land in their respec-
tive jurisdictions.

“Many major States have
not finalised the rules under
the four codes... The Central
government cannot wait fo-
rever for the States to firm
up the rules under these
codes. Therefore, it is plan-
ning to implement these
codes in a couple of months
as some time would have to
be given to establishments
or firms to align with the

Experts underline key role of
tech in modern agriculture

SRMIST, The Hindu Group webinar highlights growing links

MADHUVANTI S. KRISHNAN

As part of the Virtual Con-
clave for Career Guidance
2021, the SRM Institute of
Science and Technology
(SRMIST), in association
with The Hindu Group, host-
ed a webinar on the ‘Role of
Technology in Agriculture
Courses’.

The webinar was moder-
ated by Deepa H. Ramak-
rishnan, Senior Assistant,
Editor-Reporting.

Dr. M. Chinnadurai, Dean,
SRM College of Agricultural
Sciences, SRMIST, spoke of
the evolution in agriculture,
with output-increasing tech-
nologies leading to improve-
ments in the field.

“The yield of rice in 1960
was less than one tonne per
hectare, as opposed to the
current three tonnes. This is
due to high-yielding variety
rice and management tech-
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niques. Over the years, re-
gion-specific varieties have
also evolved, as have fast-
production technologies,”
he explained.

Dr. M. Sanjeevagandhi,
Assistant Professor, SRM
College of Agricultural
Sciences, SRMIST, described
different technologies used
in agriculture like sensors to
identify soil moisture, smart
water systems and precision
farming using geospatial
technology.

“Tech in agriculture is the
need of the hour to secure
food for a rapidly growing
population, balance climate
change issues, reduce work-
ers’ workload, boost pro-

HC grants bail to three in
north-east Delhi riots case

‘No material available with prosecution’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has
granted bail to three men
accused of murdering a per-
son and injuring another
while being part of an un-
lawful assembly that in-
dulged in pelting stones dur-
ing the communal violence
that took place in northeast
Delhi in 2020.

Justice Mukta Gupta di-
rected the three accused,
Shabir Ali, Mehtab and Rais
Ahmed, to be released on
bail on the furnishing of a
personal bond of 25,000
each, along with a surety of
the like amount.

The High Court noted
that even though the trio
were present as members of
a mob at gali no. 1, Akhade-
wali gali, after 11 p.m., they
were not part of the mob at
gali no. 1 Brahmpuri at

around 10.30 p.m., which
indulged in pelting stones,
causing injuries to one Nitin
Kumar and the death of his
father, Vinod Kumar.

“The subsequent forming
of an unlawful assembly at a
different place, i.e., gali no.1
Akhadewali gali, will not im-
plicate the petitioners as
members of an unlawful as-
sembly for causing the of-
fences at gali no. 1 Brahm-
puri gali,” it said.

“There is no prima facie
material available with the
prosecution from the state-
ments of the eyewitnesses
or the video clips of the mo-
bile phones to show that the
petitioners were part of the
mob which caused unlawful
activity at gali no .1, Brahm-
puri, resulting in injuries to
Nitin Kumar and the death
of his father,” Justice Gupta
said.

duction quality and efficien-
cy of farming products,
optimise level of input appli-
cation, storage, transport,
and maximise profits,” he
said.

Dr. Subrat Panda, Chief
Technology Officer, AgNext
Technologies,  explained
how Artificial Intelligence
(AI), sensors and IoT impact
Agtech in a big way. “Today,
we need cross-domain tech-
nology and research collab-
oration in agriculture. This
can be done by introducing
concepts of horizontal tech-
nologies such as Al, IoT, na-
no-tech and material scienc-
es to agriculture students.
Internship in agritech com-
panies and research collabo-
ration will also help them
gain perspective,” he said

The session, along with
the Q&A session, can be
viewed at http://bit.ly/
SRMTHYT2.

new laws,” a source said.

According to the source,
some States had already cir-
culated the draft rules.

Under the new wages
code, allowances are capped
at 50%. This means half of
the gross pay of an employee
would be basic wages. Provi-
dent fund contribution is
calculated as a percentage of
the basic wage.

After the implementation
of the new codes, the take-
home pay of employees
would reduce, while the pro-
vident fund liability of em-
ployers would increase in
many cases.

Will train one lakh health
volunteers, says BJP

Party discusses post-poll violence in W.B.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

At the conclusion of a two-
day brainstorming session
called by BJP president J.P.
Nadda with general secre-
taries over the weekend, the
party declared on Sunday
that it would train one lakh
health volunteers to operate
certain medical equipment
and perform other services
that did not require a medi-
cal degree. With this, it
hopes that the criticism of
the party and the govern-
ments headed by it during
the second wave of the pan-
demic could be blunted to a
certain degree.

The leaders also deliber-
ated on the post-poll vio-
lence in West Bengal, and
said all possible support
would be given to the party
workers there.

After the meeting, Mr.
Nadda, party general secre-
tary (organisation) B.L. San-
thosh and the other general
secretaries met Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi at his
official residence at 7 Lok
Kalyan Marg. They also also
discussed the brainstorming
session.

According to sources pre-
sent there, Mr. Modi said
despite the loss in West Ben-
gal, the party had gained
more support in the State.
“He also stated that in Kera-
la, the party should work to
gain support across com-
munities,” the source
added.

The earlier meeting was
held at Mr. Nadda’s resi-
dence and was attended by
all the eight general secre-
taries, Mr. Santhosh and the
presidents of its youth,
farmers, women, Other
Backward Classes (OBC),
Scheduled Castes (SC),
Scheduled Tribes (ST) and

17 ‘mentally unsound
Indians still in Pak. jails

The group includes four women

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Six years after Pakistan con-
veyed to India about 17
“mentally unsound” In-
dians languishing in its jails,
efforts to confirm their iden-
tity have not yielded any re-
sult despite the Union Home
Ministry putting up their
photos on its official website
and seeking assistance from
the general public as well as
States and Union
Territories.

They have completed
their sentences, but they
could not be repatriated to
India due to the non-confir-
mation of their nationality,
an official said.

Among the 17 prisoners
in Pakistan who were be-
lieved to be Indians, four
were women named Gullu
Jan, Ajmeera, Nagaya and
Hasina by Pakistani authori-
ties. The others were Sonu
Singh, Surinder Mahto, Pra-
halad Singh, Silrof Salim,

Birju, Raju, Bipla, Rupi Pal,
Panwasi Lal, Raju Mahouli,
Shyam Sunder, Ramesh and
Raju Rai.

Anyone who could identi-
fy the 17 persons should in-
form the Under Secretary
(Foreigners) in the Home
Ministry, the Home Depart-
ment of State governments
or the Union Territory (UT)
administration concerned,
or the respective Director-
General of Police, Inspector-
General of Police or Com-
missioner of Police, the Mi-
nistry said. “Photographs of
17 mentally unsound per-
sons, believed to be Indian
nationals, who are lodged in
jails in Pakistan, are at-
tached. These persons have
not been able to disclose
any other particulars about
them, including the names
of their parents or relatives,
address in India, etc., due to
their mentally unsound con-
dition,” the Ministry notifi-
cation said.

5-year-old killed by leopard
on the outskirts of Srinagar

It was the evening of the birthday party for her brother

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SRINAGAR

Five-year-old Mir Adda
chose a “Barbie dress”, wore
a crown and was excitedly
calling for family to cut her
brother’s birthday cake mi-
nutes before a leopard took

her away from the lawn of
her house on the outskirts of

Srinagar, Jammu and Kash-
mir, in a tragic case under-
lining human-animal con-
flict because of rapid forest
destruction.

A few minutes later, Ad-
da’s heart-wrenching
shrieks pierced the silent
evening of June 3. The next
day, her body parts were re-
covered from an adjacent
nursery-turned-forest.

The Mir house at Ompura,
a locality in Budgam, be-
came the centre of attention

-

Final journey: People

carfying the coffin of the 5-year-old at

Budgam district,J&K, on Friday . =nissar AHMAD

as mourners swarmed the
residence to express their
condolences to Adda’s fami-
ly. “Adda had returned from
her maternal family’s home
as it was her brother Ali’s se-
venth birthday,” her mater-
nal uncle, Aijaj Ahmed, said.
She was laid to rest on
Saturday.

The Ompura area has a 20

acre nursery adjacent to it,
which is maintained by the
Social Forestry Department.

“We have repeatedly
raised the issue of the nur-
sery and the presence of
wild animals with the Forest
Department over the last
four years,” said Regional
Wildlife Warden, Kashmir,
Rashid Naqash.

»

J.P. Nadda

minority wings.

Giving details of the meet-
ing, general secretary Bhu-
pender Yadav said a report
was presented to Mr. Nadda
on the relief work carried
out by the party amid the
pandemic. “It was decided
that the party will train one
lakh  health volunteers
across the country, includ-
ing imparting technical
knowledge to operate venti-
lators and other essential
medical devices,” he said.

The ST wing was asked to
focus on promoting the
Centre’s Van Dhan Yojana
for tribals.

Similarly, the kisan mor-
cha would facilitate the
training of farmers at the
Farmer Producers Organisa-
tions (FPOs) and the wo-
men’s wing would promote
‘Poshan Abhiyan’ among
women, which aims to
achieve a malnutrition-free
India, Mr. Yadav said.

Talking about the perfor-
mance in the recent As-
sembly polls, Mr. Yadav said
the party had strengthened
its position in West Bengal
and also got four seats in Ta-
mil Nadu.

On the post-poll violence
in West Bengal, he said re-
ports had been coming from
the State on a regular basis
and underlined that the par-
ty was firmly standing with
the people of Bengal.

Petrol price crosses

¥95 a litre in Delhi

NEW DELHI

Petrol price on Sunday
crossed 95 a litre in Delhi
and diesel breached ¥86 per
litre mark for the first time
ever as fuel prices were hiked
again. Petrol price was
increased by 21 paise per litre
and diesel 20 paise a litre,
according to a price
notification of State-owned
fuel retailers. Petrol is now
above 100 per litre mark in
six States and Union
Territories — Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana and
Ladakh. In Delhi, petrol hit an
all-time high of ¥95.09 a
litre, while diesel was ¥86.01
per litre.

Stalin reviews treatment
of COVID-affected lions
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin visited the Arignar
Anna Zoological Park in
Vandalur on Sunday to take
stock of the incidence of
COVID-19 infection among
Asiatic lions at the zoo. He
reviewed the medical
intervention being
administered by the in-house
veterinarians under the
guidance of the T.N.
Veterinary and Animal
Sciences University. A few
animals were found
symptomatic and one of them,
nine-year-old lioness Neela,
died due to the disease.

Two arrested in gangrape
case in Bareilly

LUCKNOW

The police in Bareilly on
Sunday arrested two persons,
shooting one of them in the
leg, on charges of gang-
raping a 19-year-old woman
last week. The woman was
allegedly gang-raped by six
men on May 31 when she had
stepped out with two friends,
said the police. The victim
reported the matter to the
Izzatnagar police station on
June 5. Senior Superintendent
of Police, Bareilly Rohit Singh
Sajwan said six persons were
named in the FIR. Two
accused, Vishal Patel, 22, and
Anuj Patel, 23, were arrested,
he said.
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INTERVIEW | RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD

New IT rules only to tackle misuse of social media, offer redressal forum

Ordinary users of WhatsApp have nothing to fear on the issue of tracing the originator of messages, says the Union IT and Law Minister

YUTHIKA BHARGAVA

With Twitter and WhatsApp up in arms against the govern-
ment’s new guidelines for social media platforms, Informa-
tion Technology and Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad
said these guidelines are to deal with the issue of misuse of
such platforms. He stressed that these rules only give a redres-
sal mechanism to users, with complaints to be handled bet-
ween the users and the social media intermediary. The go-
vernment, he said, is not involved. On the issue of tracing the
originator of WhatsApp messages, the Minister said ordinary
users of the platform have nothing to fear. “I am giving my
word,” he said. Edited excerpts:

Some social media firms
have raised concerns over
the clause related to
employees being jailed
under the new Rules.

m As per Rule 4(A), social me-
dia platforms need to ap-
point a chief compliance of-
ficer who shall be
responsible for ensuring
compliance with the Act and
the rules thereunder and
shall be liable in any pro-
ceeding relating to third-par-
ty information where he/she
fails to make sure that due di-
ligence was followed by the
intermediary.

The failure to observe due
diligence is a precondition
for starting an action. The
Rules add that no liability
will be imposed upon the sig-
nificant social media inter-
mediary without being

granted an opportunity to be
heard. So, all safeguards are
there. If intermediaries are
already assuming that they
will not follow due diligence,
that is their fault. If they have
the intention not to pursue
due diligence, there will be
consequences.

Similarly, removal of con-
tent is also preceded by pre-
condition. Intermediaries
shall remove or disable ac-
cess within 24 hours of re-
ceipt of complaints of con-
tents that expose private
areas of individuals, show
such individuals in full or
partial nudity or in sexual
acts or is in the nature of im-
personation including
morphed images, etc. Such a
complaint can be filed either
by the individual or by any
other person on his/her be-
half ... What is in this? For re-

moval of content via govern-
ment orders, there is already
a process under Section
69(A) of the IT Act.

The issue is not of use, but
misuse and abuse of these
platforms, and whether the
victims of abuse have a fo-
rum or not. And we [the go-
vernment] are out of it. This
is between the social media
platforms and their users.

The Rules came into effect
on May 26. What action will
be taken for non-
compliance?

m What action I will take or
the department will take is
not to be debated in a public
interview. Leave it to us. We
will decide within the full
confines of the governance
process. Let me reiterate:

(:) All safeguards are

there. If
intermediaries are
already assuming
that they will not
follow due diligence,
that is their fault

they are supposed to follow
the rules. These rules are for
the good of their users only

. if any helpless victim is
having an issue with misuse,
they should go to America.
When a distraught mother
approaches me saying that
her daughter’s ex-boyfriend
is circulating intimate photo-
graphs of the girl, what
should I do? Ask her to com-
plain to America, as Twitter
says? These laws have not
come suddenly. These were
work in progress for three or

four years. There were two
court orders, command of
Parliament and demand of
the civil society, followed by
large-scale consultation.

Will this issue impact India’s
image, particularly in terms
of doing business?

m No. Many companies have
complied with the rules. This
is not a question of the image
of a country, these are the
rights of the users against
misuse. Any robust democ-
racy which allows freedom
of speech and expression
must also allow a forum for
redressal of complaints...
The Rules are very clear.
They have to appoint India-
based employees — a grie-
vance redressal officer, com-
pliance officer and a nodal
officer to coordinate with the
government. Are we asking
for the moon? Do they need
a UPSC-type exam to make
these appointments? As an
interim measure, they can
relocate one of their em-
ployees here. When Indian
IT companies go to do busi-
ness in America, do they fol-
low the laws or not? Indian
pharma companies go for
manufacturing in America,
do they follow the American
laws or not? There will be no

NPR slips valid for long-term visas: MHA

Six minority groups from Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bangladesh can use them as proof of duration of stay

VIJAITA SINGH
NEW DELHI

Migrants belonging to six
non-Muslim minority com-
munities from Afghanistan,
Pakistan and Bangladesh,
while applying for long-term
visas (LTVs), can also pro-
duce National Population
Register (NPR) enrolment
slips as proof of the duration
of their stay in India, accord-
ing to a Union Home Minis-
try manual.

The NPR number is part
of an illustrative list of more
than 10 documents that
could be provided to apply
for an LTV, which is a precur-
sor to acquiring Indian citi-
zenship either by naturalisa-
tion or registration under
Section 5 and 6 of the Citi-
zenship Act, 1955, for the six
communities — Hindus,
Sikhs, Jains, Parsis, Chris-

P

Heavy data: The NPR was first compiled in 2010 along with
the Census exercise, and later updated in 2015. =FiLe PHOTO

tians and Buddhists — from
the three countries. The spe-
cial provision of LTVs for
Hindus and Sikhs from Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan was
first made in 2011.

The NPR was first com-
piled in 2010 simultaneously
with the decadal Census ex-
ercise and later updated in
2015. It already has a data-

base of 119 crore residents.
The NPR is a register of usual
residents linked with loca-
tion particulars down to the
village level and is updated
periodically “to incorporate
the changes due to birth,
death and migration”.

The next phase of the
NPR, expected to include
contentious questions on

date and place of birth of
father and mother, last place
of residence and mother ton-
gue, was to be simultaneous-
ly updated with the 2021
House Listing and Housing
Census that has been indefi-
nitely postponed due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
According to detailed gui-
delines issued by the Home
Ministry on documents that
can be produced to prove
the date of entry of the mi-
nority community migrants
currently in India, the “slip
issued by the Census enum-
erators” during the survey
for the preparation of the
NPR prior to December 31,
2014, can be provided. Mi-
grants who can apply for
LTVs will have to produce
any document issued by the
governments of Afghanistan,
Bangladesh and Pakistan

W.B. Governor summons Chief Secretary

Dhankhar seeks briefing on post-poll riots; Trinamool accuses him of nepotism

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

West Bengal Governor Jag-
deep Dhankhar on Sunday
took to social media and
through a series of posts on
Twitter said that “rampant
post-poll retributive violence
is continuing in the State”.
The Governor also sum-
moned the Chief Secretary
(CS) to brief him on the situa-
tion on Monday.

“Extremely alarming law
& order scenario @Mama-
taOfficial. Security environ-
ment is seriously compro-
mised. In such a grim
situation called upon Chief
Secretary to brief me on the
law-and-order situation on
Monday 7th June and indi-
cate all steps taken to con-
tain post poll violence,” the
Governor said on social me-
dia on Sunday morning.

\

Taking stock: Jagdeep Dhankhar during his visit to Nandigram

in May to meet the victims of the post-poll violence . =p7i

Later in the evening, Mr.
Dhankhar appealed to “all
sane minds in West Bengal to
rise to the occasion and con-
tribute towards restoring law
and order”.

Meanwhile, on the same
day, Trinamool Congress MP
Mahua Moitra came out with
serious allegations against
him. Ms. Moitra accused the

Governor of nepotism and
shared a list of six persons
appointed at the Raj Bhavan,
alleging that they were ac-
quaintances or extended
members of his family.

“And Uncleji- while you’re
at it- take the extended fami-
ly you've settled in at WB Raj
Bhavan with you,” said Ms.
Moitra, sharing the names of

those appointed at the Raj
Bhavan in various capacities.
The Trinamool Congress
leader also added that West
Bengal’'s “grim situation”
will improve if Mr. Dhankhar
were to “move to Delhi and
find another job”.

Governor targets police
The Governor also said a 25-
year-old was killed at Bhat-
para Municipality in North
24 Parganas in a bomb at-
tack. “While Bengal is on
fire, I see no signs of efforts
@WBPolice to douse it.”

He also shared a strongly
worded two-page message
on social media. “State is in
grip of unprecedented post-
poll retributive at unimagin-
able scale with lakhs of peo-
ple being displaced and pro-
perty worth hundreds of
crores vandalised,” he said.

Woman Dalit pradhan in U.P. insulted’ by locals

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW

A newly elected woman Dalit
gram pradhan in the Mahoba
area of Uttar Pradesh alleged
that some people asked her
to get off the chair, grabbed
her hand inappropriately
and used casteist slurs
against her while she was at-
tending a virtual meeting in
the village panchayat bhavan
with senior district officials.
Following a police com-
plaint lodged by her hus-
band, an FIR was registered

cM
K

against four persons and six
unidentified others on
charges of assault with intent
to outrage the modesty of a
woman, criminal intimida-
tion and other relevant
clauses of the Indian Penal
Code.

The accused were also
slapped with several charges
under the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes (Pre-
vention of Atrocities) Act, in-
cluding the crime of inten-
tionally touching a woman
belonging to a Scheduled

»

Caste or a Scheduled Tribe
when such act of touching is
of a sexual nature and is
without consent.

“When someone grabs my
hand and blurts out casteist
abuses, I am bound to feel
insulted,” the gram pradhan,
26, told The Hindu.

On June 2, the pradhan
was attending a video confe-
rence with senior district of-
ficials at the panchayat bha-
van in her village. The four
main accused reportedly be-
long to the Lodh community.

The family belongs to the Ja-
tav sub-caste of SC, the lar-
gest Dalit community in Ut-
tar Pradesh. As per the FIR,
one of the accused allegedly
told her, “You are seated on
a chair in front of us!”, and
pulled her down from the
chair. They also allegedly
used casteist slurs and said
“if you want to operate as a
pradhan, then you have to
do as we instruct you”, her
husband, who was present
at the meeting, said in the
police complaint.

“clearly showing the religion
of the applicant like school
certificate etc. to establish
that the applicant is from a
minority community”, the
guidelines said.

As reported, the Home
Ministry has been sensitising
the States about the relevant
provisions under the Citizen-
ship Act, 1955, which could
help the six communities
who entered India on legal
documents before 2014 and
are here on LTVs, expedite
their citizenship applica-
tions. Ministry officials ass-
ert that the awareness drive
is not related to the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act, 2019
(CAA), which is intended to
benefit undocumented mi-
grants from the six groups
who entered India before the
2014 cut-off date. The CAA is
yet to implemented.

compromise on the digital
sovereignty of India.

The government and
WhatsApp have been at
loggerheads over the issue
of originator of messages for
over two years, and now
they have gone to the court,
citing privacy concerns.

m Ordinary users of What-
sApp have nothing to fear. I
am giving my word. Messag-
es between friends, doctor-
patient, lawyer-clients, me-
dia-source, girlfriend-boy-
friend ... private messages
will continue unhindered in
the encrypted format. What
we are seeking is when a
message that is already in cir-
culation has gone viral, is
causing riots, mob lynching,
terrorism, impinging upon
security and safety of India,
and showing a woman being
raped or in nudity or child
abuse ... only in these de-
fined cases, security agen-
cies can ask “please explain
who started this” ... The con-
tent is already in the public
domain.

I want to touch upon what
privacy is. The Supreme
Court has said privacy prin-
ciples have certain exemp-
tions ... terrorists, a criminal
Or a corrupt person cannot

have a right of privacy, other-
wise no investigation can be
done ... In my very consi-
dered view, privacy means
the core of your existence ...
your sexual preferences,
your matrimonial relation-
ship, relationship among fa-
mily members, your private
correspondence, your medi-
cal records, your property if
you’re not a public servant.
The right of a minor ... These
are the recognised nuances
of privacy.

And the problems of tech-
nology can be solved by tech-
nology. It is their [What-
SApp’s] responsibility...
When during the Cambridge
Analytica issue, the data of
over 5 lakh Indians were
leaked by them [Facebook],
where was privacy? In their
latest privacy policy, they are
saying that users’ data will be
shared with business asso-
ciates. Where is the privacy
there? Therefore, if the de-
tails are being sought which
are in reasonable classifica-
tion and in public interest,
why are you debating about
it? Are they not giving it in
many foreign countries?

WhatsApp has said they will
wait till the personal data
protection Bill comes with
regards to their new privacy

policy. What is the progress
on that?

m The select committee has
given their report ... CO-
VID-19 permitting, in the
next session I will like to
push it. India has a great po-
tential to become a data eco-
nomy ... Let me proudly ass-
ert that our data protection
law very clearly enjoins that
no data can be taken from
anyone without his consent
voluntarily. The processor of
data must use it only to the
extent consented.

Google has sought
protection against the IT
rules saying it is a search
engine and not an
intermediary.

m Let us not take shelter un-
der technicalities. Is it not
the moral obligation of the
platform by whatever name
it goes to respect the dignity
of women whose naked,
morphed images are circu-
lated? Should there not be a
mechanism [which will en-
sure] that we will not pick up
any such content unless we
are shown that there is an
element of consent for pu-
blic consent. It is a moral as
well as social obligation of
these social media firms.

BJP MP calls protest rally on
June 16 for Maratha quota

People have shown restraint for too long: Sambhajiraje

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PUNE

Signalling an intensification
in the Maratha quota agita-
tion, BJP MP Sambhajiraje
Chhatrapati, a descendant
of Chhatrapati Shivaji, an-
nounced that the first Ma-
ratha morcha (rally) would
commence from the Kolha-
pur district on June 16.

The Rajya Sabha member,
who had recently been on a
State-wide tour to canvass
support for the Maratha re-
servation issue after the Su-
preme Court last month
scrapped the quota law, said
if the community’s demands
were not met through the ag-
itation, he would also lead a
‘long march’ from Mumbai
to Pune.

Tensions return to
Assam-Mizoram border

Miscreants cross inter-State boundary

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI
The police in Hailakandi dis-
trict of southern Assam
have increased vigil along
the inter-State boundary af-
ter an alleged incursion by
miscreants from Mizoram.
The incident on June 4
came a week after armed
men fired at an Assam MLA
on the border with Naga-
land. Hailakandi’s Superin-
tendent of Police, Raman-
deep Kaur, said the latest
incursion was reported
from two places. “They built

a house at one place and
burnt down two abandoned
huts at the other,” she said,
adding that the issue has
been taken up at a higher le-
vel between the two States.
“We have strengthened the
BOPs [border outposts].”

In November 2020, al-
leged miscreants from Mizo-
ram blew up two govern-
ment schools in the Cachar
district. On May 27, mis-
creants from Nagaland re-
portedly fired upon Con-
gress legislator Rupjyoti
Kurmi.

Sambhajiraje Chhatrapati

“We have shown restraint
for too long. While we have
no wish to hold the public
hostage, reservation is the
Maratha community’s right.
I appeal to leaders of all pol-
itical parties to join in the ag-
itation. If our demands are
not met through agitations,
then I will lead a long march
from Mumbai to Pune,” he
said at the Raigad Fort on

the occasion of the 348th
coronation anniversary of
Shivaji.

Earlier, Mr. Raje per-
formed rituals and paid tri-
butes to the Maratha warrior
king. While lakhs of Shivb-
hakts (admirers of Shivaji)
usually congregate at the
fort for the occasion, the
pandemic curbs meant only
a handful were present.

The BJP MP also said the
Maratha community had,
for too long, become a polit-
ical plaything, which was be-
ing toyed with by the ruling
and Opposition leaders.

His announcement was
greeted with approval from
Maratha outfits such as the
Sakal Maratha Samaj and the
Chhava Sanghatana.

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
DEPARTMENT OF ATOMIC ENERGY

=" Rajasthan - 323 303 Phone No. 0744 2770015/50

BANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(Wholly owned by Government of Karnataka undertaking)

(CIN-U04010KA2002SGC030438)

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION (Through e-procurement)

vide Enquiry No.:

22.06.2021, 15:00 Hrs.
23.06.2021, 15:15 Hrs.

details shall
https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in.

080-25501227.
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Bangalore Electricity Supply Company Limited invites Tenders
(1) BESCOM/BCP-1279/2021-22/HSR,
(2) BESCOM/BCP-1280/2021-22/KMD_JND, (3) BESCOM/
BCP-1281/2021-22/West, (4) BESCOM/BCP-1282/2021-22/
North, (5) BESCOM/BCP-1283/2021-22/WFD, (6) BESCOM/
BCP-1284/2021-22/IND_SND_VSD for creating infrastructure
for arranging power supply to the applications registered under
EoDB and the applications registered under DCW basis to fulfill
the duty requirements of the licensee in the Electricity (Right of
Consumers) Rule, 2020 in BMA North & South Zone jurisdiction
of BESCOM for a period of two years on total turnkey, under
percentage quoting on each item basis.

Bid Documents available from: 07.06.2021 onwards to
22.06.2021, 15:00 Hrs. Last date for Bid Submission:
Opening of Bid Document:

All the payment details such as tender cost, etc. & other
obtained through e-procurement website
Further,
assistance with e-procurement help desk at 080-25501216 and

Sd/-
N N A B R EI R IBKERFE The General Manager (Elec.)
Download “BESCOM Mithra” Mobile APP

COVID-19. DO NOT PANIC, BE AWARE

6 Feet ° ‘

'n' Follow Physical w
Distancing

bidders can avail

Procurement, BESCOM
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Hand
Hygiene

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (T.N.) NO. NFC/NFC-K/2020/IMS-02
Online item rate e-tenders in SINGLE ENVELOPE SYSTEM are invited on behalf
of the President of India by Project Director, NFC(K) Project from eligible
contractors for the work " Annual Maintenance Contract for IT Systems at NFC-K
“at Nuclear Fuel Complex (Kota) Project, PO Anushakti, Rawatbhata, (via) Kota,
Rajasthan - 323 303" for an estimated cost of Rs. 12,90,000/-. Notice Inviting
Tender and Detailed NIT are available for free view on www.nfc.gov.in and all
documents of tender for participation on website www.tenderwizard.com/DAE.
Dates for Tender Request from 06/06/2021 to 20/06/2021 to 21:00 hrs.;
Last Date of submission of tender online along with necessary documents
05/07/2021 up-to 21:00hrs.
Last Date of submission of hardcopy of the necessary documents at NFC-K Site
10/07/2021 up-to 14:00hrs.
Opening of Tenders 13/07/2021 @1430hrs. Completion time 24 (Twenty-four
Months). Detailed NIT indicating eligibility criteria, fees payable and other details is
available on website www.nfc.gov.in

x GOVERNMENT OF INDIA “p
1 DEPARTMENT OF ATOMIC ENERGY ¥ '\
NUCLEAR FUEL COMPLEX (Kota) Project | %
PO Anushakti, Rawatbhata, (Via Kota), L

fe=sap=el Rajasthan - 323 303 Phone No. 0744 2770015/50

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (T.N.) NO. NFC/NFC-K/2020/IMS-03
Online item rate e-tenders in SINGLE ENVELOPE SYSTEM are invited on behalf
of the President of India by Project Director, NFC(K) Project from eligible
contractors for the work " Installation & Commissioning Power & Fiber Cable on the
NFC-K Periphery“at Nuclear Fuel Complex (Kota) Project, PO Anushakti,
Rawatbhata, (via) Kota, Rajasthan - 323 303" for an estimated cost of Rs.
7,99,745/-. Notice Inviting Tender and Detailed NIT are available for free view on
www.nfc.gov.in and all documents of tender for participation on website
www.tenderwizard.com/DAE.
Dates for Tender Request from 06/06/2021 to 20/06/2021t0 21:00 hrs.;
Last Date of submission of tender online along with necessary documents
05/07/2021 up-to 21:00hrs.
Last Date of submission of hard copy of the necessary documents at NFC-K Site
10/07/2021 up-to 14:00hrs.
Opening of Tenders 13/07/2021 @1430hrs. Completion time 3Months (Three
Months). Detailed NIT indicating eligibility criteria, fees payable and other details is
available on website www.nfc.gov.in

NMDC Limited
(A Government of India Enterprise)
Khanij Bhavan, 10-3-311/A, Castle Hills, Masab Tank, Hyderabad 500 028
CIN:L13100TG1958G01001674
INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)
NMDC Limited intends to replace existing mobile equipment (Stackers, Reclaimer and Wagon
Loader) for NMDC's Project at BIOM, Bailadila, Chhattisgarh and DIOM, Donimalai, Karnataka.
NMDC Limited invites Eol from experienced and interested parties who are in the business
of Design, Engineering, Manufacture, Supply and Erection & Commissioning of mobile
equipment.
The Eol document including Eligibility Criteria can be viewed and / or downloaded from
NMDC'’s website http://www.nmdc.co.in, MSTC website https://www.mstce
commerce.com/eprochome/nmdc and Central Public Procurement (CPP) portal
www.eprocure.gov.in from 07-06-2021 to 22-07-2021. A pre Eol meeting will be held on
23-06-2021 at 11.00 AM through V/C. For accessing the Eol documents from NMDC website
for the first time; online registration is required as ‘New User’ in ‘Tenders’ section at website
link http://www.nmdc.co.in/nmdctender/default.aspx of NMDC. For accessing the Eol
document at CPP portal www.eprocure.gov.in, click on ‘Latest Active Tenders’. Any
corrigendum to the above invitation will be uploaded only on NMDC & MSTC website and will
not be published. Prospective applicants should visit the above websites from time to time
to note the corrigendum, if any.
Forfurther clarifications, Dy. General Manager (Materials), NMDC Limited can be contacted on
Cell No.: 8500667307; email: nvyadagiri@nmdc.co.in

Chief General Manager (Materials)
) AND-NDE
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‘Maharashtra
in talks to get
Sputnik jab’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PUNE

With vaccination for the 18-
44 age group proceeding
slowly in Maharashtra ow-
ing to a severe vaccine
paucity, Health Minister
Rajesh Tope said a large
stock of the Russian Sput-
nik V vaccine will be availa-
ble in the State from July.

He urged the Centre to
formulate a clear policy on
vaccine imports.

‘Despite the best efforts
of the State to procure
more vaccines from the
Centre, the stock is not
adequate. Therefore, we
are focusing more on im-
porting vaccines. The State
government has already
held discussions with Sput-
nik V vaccine distributors
in this regard and a large
stock of the vaccine will be
available from July-August
onwards,” the Minister
said.

Disinfection drive

Delhi hospital revokes
ban on Malayalam

Order issued without our knowledge, says medical director

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

An order banning the nurs-
ing staff of the Govind Bal-
labh Pant Institute of Post-
graduate Medical Education
and Research (GIPMER), a
Delhi government-run hos-
pital, from speaking in Ma-
layalam in the hospital has
been revoked, said its medi-
cal director, Anil Agarwal,
on Sunday.

On Saturday, GIPMER
warned the nursing staff of
“serious action” if they did
not converse in English or
Hindj, as per an order issued
by the hospital.

“The circular which was
issued by the Nursing Supe-
rintendent, G B Pant Hospi-
tal, without any instructions
or knowledge of the hospital
administration and the Delhi

V.

The hospital had warned
nurses of serious action.
= REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE

government stands with-
drawn with immediate ef-
fect,” a new order read.
“The order was issued with-
out our knowledge and it has
been revoked. The matter is
being investigated and strict
action will follow,” Dr. Agar-
wal said.

Why did govt. reduce oxygen,
ICU beds, questions Priyanka

Experts, House panel had warned of second wave, she says

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DLHI

Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on
Sunday questioned the Na-
rendra Modi government’s
decision to reduce oxygen,
ICU and ventilator beds bet-
ween September last year
and January this year des-
pite experts predicting an
“inevitable” second wave of
COVID-19.

“From September 2020
to January 2021, the Modi go-
vernment reduced: oxygen
beds by 36%, ICU beds by

7 E\

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra

46%, ventilator beds by 28%.
Why? When every expert in
the country, the Parliamen-
tary Committee on Health
and their own sero-surveys
warned them that additional
beds would be needed for an

inevitable second wave
#ZimmedarKaun?” Ms. Va-
dra said in a video post on
Twitter.

In a separate tweet, form-
er party president Rahul
Gandhi questioned the go-
vernment’s priorities and
said it was busy fighting for a
blue tick — a reference to
Twitter removing the veri-
fied sign from handles of
some RSS leaders, only to la-
ter restore it— while citizens
had to be atmanirbhar (self-
reliant) for  COVID-19
vaccines.

Nurses at the hospital and
unions had criticised the
ban saying they always
spoke to patients in Hindi.

“A complaint has been re-
ceived regarding Malayalam
language being used for
communication in working
places in GIPMER. Whereas
maximum patients and col-
leagues do not know this
language and feel helpless
causing a lot of inconve-
nience. So it is directed all
nursing personnel to use on-
ly Hindi and English for
communication otherwise
serious action will be taken,”
the initial order read.

The Action Committee,
Delhi Malayali Nurses, in a
statement, said they were
withdrawing their agitation.
The Twitter campaign was
also withdrawn.

Opposition slams GIP

"R directive

Leaders describe hospital order as ‘discriminatory, racist and unconstitutional

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Opposition parties on Sun-
day slammed the order of
the Govind Ballabh Pant In-
stitute of Postgraduate Medi-
cal Education and Research
(GIPMER), barring the nurs-
ing staff from speaking in
Malayalam, and described it
as “discriminatory, racist
and unconstitutional”. The
hospital has withdrawn the
order.

“A small victory for decen-
cy and common sense over
parochialism & bigotry!!”
tweeted Shashi Tharoor,
Congress leader and Lok
Sabha member from Thiru-
vananthapuram, after the or-
der was revoked.

Earlier, top Congress lead-
ers, including former party
chief Rahul Gandhi, took to
Twitter to criticise the order
by the Delhi government-run
institution that directed
nurses only to speak in En-

Malayalam

is as Indian
as any other
Indian language.
Stop language

discrimination!

RAHUL
GANDHI
CONGRESS
LEADER

glish and Hindi. “Malayalam
is as Indian as any other In-
dian language. Stop lan-
guage discrimination!”
tweeted Mr. Gandhi, who is a
Lok Sabha member from
Kerala.

An insult: Priyanka

To make a point, Congress
general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra posted her
tweet in Malayalam. Attach-
ing a copy of the order, Ms.

c) A small

victory for
decency and
common sense
over parochialism
& bigotry!!

SHASHI
THAROOR
CONGRESS
LEADER
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Vadra said, “This order is a
violation of basic values of
our country. It is racist, dis-
criminatory and utterly
wrong to the millions of
nurses and health workers
who have risked their lives to
save us during this time of
COVID pandemic.”

“It is also an insult. We
owe them a debt, gratitude
and respect. It should be
withdrawn and an apology
should be tendered.”

A functionary of the Com-
munist Party of India (Mar-
xist) shot off a letter to Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal, terming the order as
“unconstitutional and
atrocious”.

“The ostensible excuse for
this appalling order is that
patients, the majority of
whom do not know Malaya-
lam, are inconvenienced by
nurses conversing with each
other in this language. This
is a specious plea as Malaya-
lam-speaking nurses com-
municate with non-Malayali
patients in Hindi and English
and not in Malayalam,”
wrote K.M. Tiwari of the Del-
hi State Committee of the
CPI(M).

“So there are no grounds
to say that patients are being
inconvenienced. Conversing
with each other in their
mother tongue by Malayali
nurses cannot be an excuse
to penalise them,” he added.

Test positivity rate drops below 5%

India records highest daily death toll globally, with an average of 2,970 fatalities

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

India recorded 99,117 new
COVID-19 cases and 2,401
new deaths till 9.30 p.m. on
Sunday. The country has so
far reported a total of
2,89,07,560 cases and
3,49,186 deaths.

India continued to record
the highest number of daily
deaths in the world with
2,970 average daily fatalities
on June 5. The two other
countries with the highest
daily death count after India
were Brazil (1,639) and Mexi-
co (758). Twenty-eight per
cent of the world’s average
daily deaths were recorded
in India on June 5.

Tamil Nadu reported
20,421 new infections, fol-
lowed by Kerala (14,672) and
Maharashtra (12,557). Maha-
rashtra recorded 618 new ca-
sualties on the day, followed

On the rise | The average daily COVID-19
vaccination rate in India has increased since May
22. However, it is significantly lower than the levels
recorded in the first half of April
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by Tamil Nadu (434) and Kar-
nataka (320). Maharashtra’s
fatalities include backlog
deaths which were missed in
the previous reports.

The figures do not include
cases and deaths from
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Tripura, Arunachal Pradesh

and Ladakh. The data are
sourced from the respective
States’ health bulletins.
Around 20.36 lakh sam-
ples were tested on Saturday
(the results for which were
made available on Sunday).
India’s average daily test pos-
itivity rate continues to de-

cline. It was 4.2% on June 5
compared to 9.4% recorded
a week before.

About 33.54 lakh vaccine
doses were administered in
the 24 hours ending 7 a.m.
on Sunday, which is nearly 3
lakh doses fewer than what
was recorded in the previous
24 hours. However, it is 3.18
lakh more doses than what
was recorded during the
same period a week ago. The
seven-day rolling average of
daily vaccinations in the
country continues to in-
crease. It stood at 26.43 lakh
on June 5, which is more
than the 23.39 lakh recorded
a week before (May 29).

About 19.7% of adults in
India, 40.2% of those aged
above 45 and 44.5% of peo-
ple aged above 60, have
been administered with at
least one dose of a vaccine,
until 8 p.m. on Sunday.

Odisha’s forest produce gatherers hit hard

Amid the pandemic, there aren’t enough buyers and government procurement is delayed

SATYASUNDAR BARIK
BHUBANESWAR
For the second year running,
forest dwellers across Od-
isha have been deprived of
the right price for the non-
timber forest produce
(NTFP) gathered by them.
With the COVID-19 pan-
demic disrupting local eco-
nomies across the country,
the NTFP market in Odisha
has also suffered due to the
absence of adequate buyers
this year. “Last year, when
the COVID-19 pandemic sur-
faced, forest dwellers, espe-
cially tribals, could not get
the price for their produce
and even failed to dispose of

Tribal women carrying firewood and other forest produce to
the weekly market in Malkangiri district. =BiswarANJAN ROUT

NTFP stocks. After a year,
the crisis has deepened
further and hit them again,”
said Chittaranjan Pani, an

expert on the NTFP market.
Around this time, tribals

collect sal leaves, siali

leaves, mohua flowers, man-

go kernel, karanja seeds,
char seeds and tamarind.
The hard cash earned by for-
est dwellers and tribals in
the summer helps them sur-
vive the critical four mon-
soon months and use the
money in agricultural activi-
ties.

This year, the spread of
COVID-19 infections was
more profound in the rural
and tribal hinterland. Un-
scrupulous traders took ad-
vantage of the fear prevailing
in society and reduced the
purchase price of NTFPs.
Sources said NTFP gatherers
sold their forest produce at
lower prices, before govern-

ment agencies intervened.

Tribal activists also ex-
pressed anguish over the al-
leged apathetic approach of
government agencies in en-
suring the right price for
NTFP. “Government agen-
cies delayed procurement of
NTFP,” Mr. Pani pointed out.

He alleged that the Tribal
Cooperative Marketing Deve-
lopment Federation of India
(TRIFED) promoted Van
Dhan Vikash Kendra, which
was introduced to create a
market for minor forest pro-
duce while ensuring mini-
mum support price, but it
could not perform to its
potential.

(set by Arden)
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B ACROSS
1 Party and drink, they infuriate one showing obstructionist attitude

(3,2,3,6)

10 Unpacked chatter machine (5)

11 What the parliamentarians do when support is dead and gone (9)

12 Plant starts operating in America, taking a chance... (7)

13 ... oddly their people get open platform (7)

14 Fitted with small pipes over the opening (5)
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SCAN TO PLAY
Fed up at home, locked down? 2
Lock your answers down pat online! P
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn =

16 One on relapse with clean drug (5,4)

19 Invitation to carry fish and chips, perhaps (9)

20 Longed to join soldiers on top, got there (5)

22 Channel to disembark in the east midlands of Britain (7)
25 Material to oppose the structure, essentially (7)

27 Shock over Jack losing final point in rating (9)

28 Relationship with a model in port (5)

29 Control disease, doctor refuses (14)

H DOWN
2 Put to sleep by anesthesiologist — will get one better? (9)
3 Turnover not very sluggish (5)
4 Perhaps William’'s on a roll as they say, can you differentiate? (4,5)
5 Goitre — lack of lodine may lead to this disease (5)
6 Country with actual borders in another country (9)
7 Country song heard in North India (5)
8 Dance — pick second half or pick again (7)
9 He left homeland wandering — must be a nut (6)
15 On the other hand, the horse gets in a tangle (4,5)
17 One wearing costume laid out for an Italian nationalist (9)
18 She does show people their place (9)
19 Pirate ship? (7)
21 Boy carrying bananas, came up with another fruit (6)
23 For artful deception, need a subject (5)
24 Dispute? No way after party (5)
26 Dog with tail up in the centre of a gathering (5)
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Liberation from curse

Kamsa, who wanted to kill Devaki, was convinced by Vasu-
deva’s words, and spared her life. Why did Kamsa pay atten-
tion to Vasudeva? That was Krishna’s leela. And even assum-
ing he listened to him, a sensible person would have kept
Devaki and Vasudeva apart from each other, thereby ensur-
ing that they would have no children. But Kamsa did not.
That too was Krishna’s leela, said V.S. Karunakarachariar, in
a discourse. Devaki’s first son was named Kirtiman and Va-
sudeva took the infant to Kamsa. Kamsa did not kill the ba-
by. But Narada arrived, and addressed Kamsa. He said that
the message given to him by the voice had spoken of the
eighth child of Devaki. But which way was the count to be-
gin? If one took the eighth child as the first, and counted in
reverse, then the first child would become the eighth child.
If this reverse counting was resorted to, then the child now
before Kamsa would be the killer he had been warned of!
Even otherwise, this child, if allowed to live, would only
help the rest of Devaki’s children.

Convinced by this argument, Kamsa killed the child Kirti-
man. Why did Narada do something so wicked, we might
ask. Actually, Narada was only doing the first six children of
Devaki a favour! Hiranyakasipu had a cousin called Kalane-
mi, and the latter’s sons were all Narayana bhaktas, like
Prahlada. Hiranyakasipu cursed them that they should be
killed by Kalanemi. But Kalanemi refused to kill them. So
they were born as sons of Devaki, and were killed by Kamsa,
for it was Kalanemi who was born as Kamsa. With this kill-
ing, they were rid of Hiranyakasipu’s curse, and attained
moksha. To attain moksha quickly is what such devoted
souls would want. Narada’s words ensured their quick exit
from this world, and could only have pleased such bhaktas.

»
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Ahead of summit with Putin,
Biden backs European allies

He vows to shore up ‘democratic alliances’ to face threats from Moscow, Beijing

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

The U.S. will stand with its
European allies against Rus-
sia, President Joe Biden has
promised ahead of the first
face-to-face meeting with
Vladimir Putin.

Mr. Biden will head to Eu-
rope on Wednesday, and is
set to attend both the G-7
and NATO summits as well as
holding a high-stakes meet-
ing with the Russian leader
in Geneva on June 16.

The summit comes amid
the biggest crisis in ties bet-
ween the two countries in
years, with tensions high ov-
er a litany of issues including
hacking allegations, human
rights and claims of election
meddling.

In an op-ed for the Wash-
ington Post published on Sa-
turday, the U.S. President
promised to shore up Wash-

Nigeria attack
toll rises to 88,
say police

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KANO

Police in northwest Nige-
ria’s Kebbi state said on
Sunday that the death toll
from an attack by a gang of
cattle thieves on seven vil-
lages on Thursday had ri-
sen to 88.

The region has struggled
with decades-long commu-
nal clashes over resources
but more recently some
groups have become more
violent, looting, killing and
kidnapping for ransom.

“Initially 66 bodies were
recovered but 22 more
have been found,” Kebbi
state police spokesman Na-
fiu Abubakar said, adding
that the search for more
bodies was ongoing.

Dozens of assailants on
motorcycles attacked se-
ven neighbouring villages
in Danko-Wasagu district
on Thursday, Mr. Abubakar
said.

Many people were still
unaccounted for Sunday
after fleeing the attacks.

“The search is still going
on and more bodies could
be found,” he said.

ELSEWHERE
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Harry, Meghan welcome
their second child

SANTA BARBARA

Prince Harry and Meghan
Markle announced on Sunday
the birth of their daughter
Lilibet Diana, who was born
in California after a year of
turmoil in Britain's royal
family. “Lili is named after
her great-grandmother, Her
Majesty The Queen, whose
family nickname is Lilibet.
Her middle name, Diana, was
chosen to honour her
beloved late grandmother,
The Princess of Wales," the
couple announced in a
statement. ap

2 drones shot down near
U.S.-run air base in Iraq
BAGHDAD

Iraqgi military said on Sunday
that air defences at Irag's Ain
al-Asad air base that hosts
U.S. Forces, intercepted and
shot down two drones. The
military said the drones were
shot down at a round 12:30
a.m. local time. There was no
immediate claim of
responsibility for Sunday's
attack. reuTers

Popular Nigerian pastor
T.B. Joshua passes away
LAGOS

A popular but controversial
Nigerian evangelical preacher,
T.B. Joshua, has died, his
church said on Sunday. The
57-year-old founder of The
Synagogue Church of All
Nations was one of Africa's
most influential preachers
with millions of television and
social media followers, but
YouTube and Facebook took
him to task over content
deemed violent. arp
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Stern messaging: Joe Biden disembarking from Marine One at
Dover Air Force Base, Delaware, on Friday. =Rreuters

ington’s “democratic allianc-
es” in the face of multiple
crises and mounting threats
from Moscow and Beijing.
“We are standing united
to address Russia’s challeng-
es to European security,
starting with its aggression
in Ukraine, and there will be
no doubt about the resolve
of the U.S. to defend our de-
mocratic values, which we

cannot separate from our in-
terests,” he wrote.

“President Putin knows
that I will not hesitate to res-
pond to future harmful activ-
ities,” he said. “When we
meet, [ will again underscore
the commitment of the Unit-
ed States, Europe and like-
minded democracies to
stand up for human rights
and dignity.”

Since taking office in Janu-
ary, Mr. Biden has ramped
up pressure on the Kremlin,
and his comments likening
Mr. Putin to a “killer” were
met with fierce criticism in
Moscow.

But both leaders have ex-
pressed hopes that relations
can improve, with the Rus-
sian President saying on Fri-
day he expected a “positive”
result from the talks.

Mr. Biden in his weekend
op-ed also stressed that
Washington “does not seek
conflict” — pointing to his re-
cent extension of the New
START arms reduction trea-
ty as proof of his desire to re-
duce tensions.

“We want a stable and
predictable  relationship
where we can work with
Russia on issues like strategic
stability and arms control,”
he wrote.

Sri Lanka
recovers black
box from ship

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
COLOMBO

A black box from a contain-
er ship sinking off Sri Lan-
ka was recovered but a dive
on Sunday to check for oil
leaks had to be aborted,
the Navy said.

The Voyage Data Recor-
der, also known as a mari-
time “black box”, was
found intact and is expect-
ed to help investigators re-
view procedures and in-
structions ahead of an
accident.

The Navy said divers
were deployed for a third
time on Sunday to examine
the fuel tanks of MV X-
Press Pearl, but they were
unable to carry out their
mission due to poor visibil-
ity and choppy seas.

Sri Lankan authorities
hope the black box will
provide details of the ship’s
movements and its com-
munications with the har-
bour in Colombo, where it
had been due to dock.

Trump denounces Fauci, China

At GOP convention, he asks Beijing to cough up $10 tn in reparations over virus

REUTERS
GREENVILLE

Former President Donald
Trump on Saturday sharply
attacked U.S. infectious dis-
ease expert Anthony Fauci
over his handling of the co-
ronavirus pandemic, de-
manded reparations from
China and denounced an in-
vestigation into his finances
in a speech in North
Carolina.

Speaking in Greenville,
North Carolina, at the state’s
Republican Party conven-
tion, Mr. Trump joined a
chorus of Republican politi-
cians who are criticising Mr.
Fauci for asking Americans
to wear masks to guard
against the virus and who at
times has been skeptical of a
theory that the virus es-
caped from a laboratory in
Wuhan, China.

Mr. Trump called Mr. Fau-
ci “not a great doctor but a
great promoter” for his fre-
quent media appearances.
“But he’s been wrong on al-
most every issue and he was
wrong on Wuhan and the lab
also,” Mr. Trump said.

The origin of the virus re-

Back to spotlight: Donald Trump gestures as he is applauded
after speaking at the North Carolina convention. =reuTers

mains hotly contested and
remains under study by U.S.
intelligence agencies.

Mr. Trump’s own han-
dling of the pandemic, in
which nearly 6,00,000 peo-
ple in the U.S. have died and
he himself was infected, was
a factor in his loss to Demo-
cratic President Joe Biden in
the 2020 election.

Mr. Trump called on Chi-
na to pay $10 trillion in repa-
rations to the United States
and the world for its own
handling of the virus, and he
said nations should cancel
their debt to Beijing.

Mr. Trump’s appearance

had all the hallmarks of his
signature campaign rallies
complete with a musical
playlist heavy on Elton John
standards.

North Carolina Republi-
can Party Chairman Michael
Whatley introduced Mr.
Trump as “our president”, a
nod to the former Presi-
dent’s baseless claims that
the 2020 election was stolen
from him.

Mr. Trump said a criminal
investigation launched by
the New York Attorney Gen-
eral is “the ultimate fishing
expedition,” and said it was
the latest attempt by Demo-

Nepal Deputy PM stirs controversy
with demand for ‘multi-nation state’

Comments were misinterpreted, says Rajendra Mahato

KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE
NEW DELHI

Newly appointed Deputy
Prime Minister of Nepal Ra-
jendra Mahato has kicked up
a controversy soon after tak-
ing over on Saturday, saying
he is committed to building
a ‘multi-nation state’. Mr.
Mahato is one of the three
Deputy Prime Ministers
(Raghuvir Mahaseth and
Bishnu Prasad Paudel are
the other two) appointed by
Prime Minister K.P. Sharma
Oli, who reshuffled his Cabi-

net this weekend.

“We remain committed to
building an alternative pow-
er and will safeguard identi-
ty and rights of our people.
As long as we are in power,
we will pursue good gover-
nance. We will prepare for a
nationwide movement to set
up multi-nation state in Ne-
pal,” said Mr. Mahato. He is
one of the pioneers of the
Madhesi movement which
has been demanding greater
rights for the people of the
plains.

The comment drew quick
criticism on social media,
with many accusing Mr. Ma-
hato of trying to play divisive
politics. CPN-UML leader Yo-
gesh Bhattarai urged Prime
Minister Oli to advise his mi-
nisterial colleagues to exer-
cise restrain while making
public comments. A protest
was organised on Saturday
by the All Nepal National
Free Students Union (ANNF-
SU) that demanded Mr. Oli to
step down over the com-
ments.

crats to bring him down after
two impeachment sagas
when he was President.

“It’s been a five-year witch
hunt, hoax after hoax,” said
Mr. Trump. “They’ll never
stop until November of
20247

2024 elections

Mr. Trump vowed to help Re-
publicans in 2022 congres-
sional elections and en-
dorsed U.S. Representative
Ted Budd for a U.S. Senate
seat in North Carolina after
his daughter-in-law, Lara
Trump, said she would not
run.

He appeared to dangle a
possible run himself for Pre-
sident in 2024, saying he was
looking forward to that year.
Advisers say Mr. Trump, who
faces a potential indictment
in New York over his busi-
ness dealings, has been dis-
cussing the possibility of
another presidential
campaign.

Mr. Trump emerged from
seclusion for the Saturday
event, the first in a planned
series of speaking engage-
ments this summer.

11 killed as
bomb hits
Afghan bus

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
HERAT
At least 11 civilians includ-
ing four women and three
children were killed when
a roadside bomb struck a
bus in Afghanistan, offi-
cials said on Sunday, as top
U.S. negotiator Zalmay
Khalilzad visited Kabul.
The latest attack target-
ing passenger vehicles oc-
curred on Saturday even-
ing in Badghis, raising fears
of fresh violence in the
months ahead as the U.S.
military continues to pull
out its remaining troops.

Pained over Canada school deaths: Pope

He offers no apology over remains of 215 children found at Church-run institutions

ASSOCIATED PRESS
VATICAN CITY

Pope Francis on Sunday ex-
pressed his pain over the dis-
covery in Canada of the re-
mains of 215 Indigenous
students of church-run
boarding schools and
pressed religious and politi-
cal authorities to shed light
on “this sad affair.” But he
didn’t offer the apology
sought by the Canadian
Prime Minister.

Pope Francis, in remarks
to faithful gathered in St. Pe-
ter’s Square, also called on
the authorities to foster heal-
ing but made no reference to
PM Justin Trudeau’s insis-
tence, two days earlier, that
the Vatican apologize and
take responsibility.

From the 19th century un-

»

til the 1970s, more than
1,50,000 Indigenous chil-
dren were forced to attend
state-funded Christian
schools, the majority of
them run by Roman Catholic
missionary congregations, in
a campaign to assimilate
them into Canadian society.

The Canadian govern-
ment has admitted that
physical and sexual abuse
was rampant in the schools,
with students beaten for
speaking  their  native
languages.

Ground-penetrating radar
was used to confirm the re-
mains of the children at the
Kamloops Indian Residential
School in Kamloops, British
Columbia, last month.

The school was Canada’s
largest such facility and was

r-’— ]
Pope Francis
operated by the Catholic
Church between 1890 and
1969.

“I am following with pain
the news that arrives from
Canada about the upsetting
discovery of the remains of
215 children,” Pope Francis
said in his customary Sunday
remarks to the public.

“I join with the Canadian
bishops and the entire Cath-

olic Church in Canada in ex-
pressing my closeness to the
Canadian people trauma-
tized by the shocking news,”
Francis said.

”This sad discovery adds
to the awareness of the sor-
rows and sufferings of the
past,” he added.

Mr. Trudeau on Friday
blasted the church for being
“silent” and “not stepping
up,” and called on it to for-
mally apologize and to make
amends for its prominent
role in his nation’s former
system of church-run Indige-
nous boarding schools.

He noted that when he
met with Pope Francis at the
Vatican in 2017, he had asked
him to "move forward on
apologizing” and on making
records available.

Online group digs deeper
into coronavirus leak theory

DRASTIC’s work made the world re-evaluate COVID-19 origin

RAMYA KANNAN
CHENNAI

When it was proposed about
a year ago, the theory of an
original lab leaked virus was
dismissed as a mere conspi-
racy theory. A year later,
that theory is back in the
reckoning, teased out of its
conspiratorial hues, and
summoned into the lime-
light through a method at
the same time, most uncon-
ventional in its approaches,
and conventional in its due
diligence. When U.S. Presi-
dent Joe Biden ordered a
probe into the origin of the
SARS-COV-2 virus last week,
it was thanks in large mea-
sure to circumstantial evi-
dence dug up by a unique
group of investigators com-
municating entirely via Twit-
ter threads.

Calling themselves DRAS-
TIC, Decentralized Radical
Autonomous Search Team
Investigating COVID-19, a
group of amateurs decided
to sniff the lab leak theory to
the ground. One of its mem-
bers, based in India, also
fancifully calls himself the
‘The Seeker’, as a definition
of what he brought to the
motley group of investiga-
tors who came together on
Twitter.

Probe further, and he re-
veals a “science back-
ground, with a mix of archi-
tectural, entrepreneurial,
filmmaking and teaching ex-
perience.” The others on the
team are also apparently en-
gineers and business peo-
ple. ‘Billy Bostickson’ — yet
another pseudonym — was
reportedly responsible for
steering conversations

The anonymity some of
them have harks back the fo-
cus on to the most impor-
tant aspect of DRASTIC — its
revelations. For over a year,
the team has been inspired
to dive deep online to build a

Security personnel outside
the Wuhan Institute of
Virology. =REUTERS/FILE

body of evidence that would
establish that there was
enough there at least for a
professional investigation in-
to the origins of the virus
that has held the world at
ransom.

As for The Seeker, in an
email interview, he says that
he did not consciously go
out to get the lab leak angle.
“I'd say, curiosity got the
best of me. Like most people
I once assumed it was a natu-
ral zoonosis, but reading
some articles and papers last
year (Yuri’s Medium piece,
Rossana’s researchgate pap-
er, Botao Xiao’s paper,
Metzl’s blog, Sirotkin’s blog,
Khaled’s Tabletmag article,
and the project evidence
github page) made me ques-
tion my assumptions, and I
started drifting towards re-
searching the lab origin
theory.”

Primary sources

And once he got in, howev-
er, it was literally a journey
down a rabbit hole, for him.
“The more I researched the
more I got pulled into re-
searching it further. And
meeting DRASTIC people,
got me to dedicate myself
even more carefully to trac-
ing and reading all primary
sources that dealt with Wu-
han Institute of Virology and
Wuhan CDC,” The Seeker ex-
plains. The evidence that
DRASTIC has painstakingly
pieced together points to the

possible collection of the vi-
rus sample from a mineshaft
associated with an incident
where miners died of a
pneumonia like infection,
back in 2012. This involved
translating several scientific
papers from China translat-
ed roughly on Google, and
using DNA sequences to
compare viruses.

“At the broad conceptual
level, I see DRASTIC as a col-
laborative use of Twitter to
complete a big jigsaw puz-
zle,” The Seeker says. It
seems all the information
was brought together in a
Twitter chatroom, and re-
solved, through chats, shar-
ing, and arguments, finally
crystallising into Twitter
threads that began to grab
the attention of scientists of
renown. The amplification
of that theory post that took
its own form, and a year
down the line, DRASTIC had
teased the premise out
again, this time bolstered
with a bunch of documents
that got the world thinking
again.

“DRASTIC benefited im-
mensely from the participa-
tion of scientists. They made
a huge contribution to the
discourse, and they con-
veyed the findings in a much
better way than we could
have otherwise.... it’s hear-
tening to see that our work is
being increasingly taken se-
riously by science and the
media.”

An an official origin probe
will lead its own investiga-
tion into the theory of the
leak of the virus from the
Wuhan Institute of Virology,
the seekers of the truth at
DRASTIC do not think their
work is done.“Well, I am cer-
tainly hopeful that we’ll get
to the truth one day. But
honestly, at this moment I'm
not sure — a proper investi-
gation hasn’t even begun.”

‘Delta variant 40% more transmissible’

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON

Britain’s Health Secretary on
Sunday said the delta var-
iant, which is fast becoming
the dominant coronavirus
variant in the UK., is 40%
more transmissible com-
pared to the country’s exist-

ing strains.

Matt Hancock acknow-
ledged on Sunday that the
rise in delta variant cases
may delay the government’s
plan to lift most remaining
lockdown restrictions on
June 21. He also said he
wouldn’t rule out continuing

measures, such as face
masks in public settings and
working from home where
possible. On Friday, the
country recorded 6,238 new
coronavirus cases, the high-
est number since late March.
The figure came down to
5,765 on Saturday.
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ASK US

N. SREE KANTH

Q. I purchased 23 shares of Oriental Bank of
Commerce on May 12, 2005 at ¥2,250 per
share and 10 shares of United Bank of India
on January 10, 2011 at ¥90 per share .

These banks were merged with the Punjab
National Bank on April 1, 2020. | was allotted
26 shares of PNB in lieu of my holding in
Oriental Bank and 10 shares of PNB in lieu of
my holding in United Bank of India.

I want to sell shares of PNB. | would like to
know what would be the date of purchase of
the shares of PNB and at what price in order
to calculate capital gains tax ?

S.S. SAXENA

A. For the purpose of computing the
respective capital gains, the period of
holding and cost of acquisition will be as
follows: the period of holding will be taken
into consideration from the date of
acquisition of original shares purchased of
the merging entities.

The cost of acquisition will be the cost of
the shares of the original shares purchased of
the merging entities

Q. l1am 81 years old with about ¥17 lakh in
annual interest income.

Under normal tax rules, as a resident senior
citizen, my income tax is about ¥2.3 lakh.

1 am now claiming deductions u/s 80C, 80D
and 80TTB.

This financial year, | redeemed three mutual
fund schemes and got about ¥13 lakh in
capital gains. With this LTCG, my taxable
income level goes up to T30 lakh.

This exceeds AMT liable level of 20 lakh.
However, | am not claiming any deductions
from Section-10AA, 35AD and Chapter VIA
Part C. My doubt is whether | am liable for
Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT)?

A. PARAMASIVACHARI

A. Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT) is
applicable to only those non-corporate
assessees who have availed benefits under
Chapter VIA Part C, Section 35D and Section
10AA. As you have not availed any of these
benefits, AMT will not be applicable in your
case.

Q. I am currently studying. Since, | don't have
ajob, I don't have any income. But, | sold my
property for a certain value. | need to invest
the sum in a fixed deposit.

I was told if the interest per year was more
than ¥40,000, then tax would be deducted
But my question is my only income is this
40,000 and | come under the ¥2.5-lakh
slab. Why should I pay tax then? If | don't
need to pay tax, what is the procedure?

ARUN SHANJAY

A. Banks are required to deduct tax at a
prescribed rate if the interest paid/payable to
a non-senior citizen exceeds ¥40,000 in an
assessment year.

As stated by you, as your taxable income
does not exceed the basic exemption limit,
you may submit Form 15G to your respective
bank whereby you declare that your taxable
income is lesser than the basic exemption
limit. Once the bank takes into record the
submitted form, they shall not deduct the
applicable TDS. You are required to submit
this form every assessment year after
estimating your taxable income.

Q. If during the financial year 2020-21 (June
2020) one has completed 60 years, is he
eligible to claim higher exemptions for
income tax purposes for that year?

RAMAN SWAMINATHAN

A. An assessee will be treated as a senior
citizen once he completes the age of 60. You
will be treated as a senior citizen for the first
time in FY 20-21 (AY 21-22).

(N. Sree Kanth is partner, GSS Associates,
Chartered Accountants, Chennai)

When to look
at passive MFES

Such funds help when we lack the time or skill needed to

track performance; lower expense ratio is a bonus

BHAVANA ACHARYA
You know that investing in equi-
ty requires you to pick the right
stocks at the right time. If that’s
difficult, you choose an equity
mutual fund. But your effort
doesn’t end in picking a fund.
It’s also essential that you re-
view your funds every year.
Why? Because funds can slip
and fall behind their bench-
mark or peers — meaning
you're earning less than you
could be. The need to track
fund performance and review
portfolios has increased over
the past few years as more
funds struggle to stay steadily
better than the market. This
holds true whether you hold
equity, debt, or hybrid funds.

Enter passive
For those who have the time
and the ability, weeding out
poor performers, picking quali-
ty funds and reviewing is not a
hard task. It gets difficult if:
One, you do not have the gui-
dance, time or knowledge to
identify under performers or
outperformers, whether in

portfolio review or making
fresh investments. Two, even if
you do, you always wonder if
you should give the fund more
time to perform or exit right
away. Three, you don’t know
the impact of any change in
fund strategies and how it can
impact you.

The solution is passive mu-
tual funds and/or ETFs. A pas-
sive fund mimics the returns of
a specific index (equity index or
debt). It does not seek to beat
the index. You don’t need to
either worry about fund man-
agement or understand fund
strategy. Also, passive funds
have lower expense ratios than
active funds. But a good portfo-
lio needs balance, to broad-
base where returns are coming
from and mitigate the risk from
specific market segments.
Here’s how to go about it.

Equity options

The plain-vanilla Nifty 50, the
Nifty 100 or the Sensex work
very well to give your portfolio
the fundamental large-cap ex-
posure it needs. The Nifty 100 is

very similar to the Nifty 50 in
returns and behaviour, so don’t
use both indices in the same
portfolio.

To tap into higher returns —
with higher risk — you have
three options. The first is the
Nifty Midcap 150, which repre-
sents the full mid-cap market
segment; the index shows up
well against even active mid-
cap equity funds. The available
BSE mid-cap index funds do
not compare well in returns
against the Nifty Midcap 150.
The second is the Nifty
Next 50; while this com-
prises large-cap
stocks, its behaviour
is similar to that of
a mid-cap and is a
high-volatile,
high-return in- K
dex. The third is
the Nifty 500 or
the BSE 500 —
both indices re-
present the entire
market and are
good portfolio diver-
sifiers. These indices
provide enough of a re-

turn boost without the need to
go for small-cap indices.

The Nifty 50 or the Sensex is
a portfolio must-have and
should form the primary alloca-
tion. Layer on the other return-
booster indices based on the
risk you’re willing to take and
your time frame. Longer time
frames allow for higher alloca-
tions to the high-risk indices.
Cap allocations to these indices
at 30-35%. If your time frame is
less than 5 years, stick to the
Nifty 50 or Sensex. If you’re
looking for higher return, use
the Nifty Next 50.

For the more sophisticated,
these are factor indices - indic-
es that take a main index such
as the Nifty 100, apply factors
such as alpha, volatility, value
and so on to it, and create an
index that exhibits defined
characteristics.

You can use these in-
dices to tap different
strategies and diversify
your portfolio. But be
aware that you need
to understand the

factors and the index perfor-
mance and how the index fits in
your portfolio. ETFs such as Nif-
ty Low Vol 30 and Nifty Alpha
Low Vol 30 are examples of fac-
tor indices.

Finally, you can hold the U.S.
market through index funds
built on the Nasdaq 100 and the
S&P 500. In all these indices,
avoid making them the primary
part of your portfolio - that
should still be the market-cap

based indices mentioned
earlier.
Debt, gold

Gold funds/ETFs that track
prices

domestic gold

Gold funds/ETFs that

track domestic gold
phces are aplenty. If you
want to add gold allocation,
include up to 15% of your
pd{tfolio in gold as long as
your time frame is longer

than four years

are aplenty. If you want to add
gold allocation, include up to
15% of your portfolio in gold as
long as your time frame is lon-
ger than 4 years.

On the debt side, options are
few, but this space too is evolv-
ing and more opportunities can
come by. Currently, the easiest
is Liquid ETFs. In the short-
term space, you don’t have oth-
er options. But once you cross
into longer-term time frames,
consider PSU bond ETFs/ index
funds such as the Bharat Bond
indices, PSU Bond and State
Development Loan ETFs/index
funds and gilt ETFs. Go for
them based on your holding
time frame and the index’s ma-
turity profile.

Points to note
In choosing index
funds or ETFs, it’s
important to check
how well the fund/
ETF mimics the
actual index re-
turn (called track-
ing error). You
still need to do as-
set-allocation bet-
ween equity and
debt, before then
deciding on which
index to use. And fi-
nally, in passive
funds, let go of the
need for ‘best’ returns.
It’s enough that you
mimic market returns.
(The author is Co-foun-
der, Primelnvestor.in)
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Readers can send in queries on personal finance
and investing to moneywise@thehindu.co.in. Our
experts who write on personal finance will answer
these queries. Moneywise will not give specific
recommendations for investment in a particular
mutual fund scheme, share or fixed deposit.

THINK INVESTOR: COVID AND PERSONAL FINANCES

The saliency effect of COVID-19

The pandemic has had a positive and negative impact on our personal finances

VENKATESH BANGARUSWAMY

Previously, we have discussed
how your risk attitude could be
influenced by the recent stock
market uptrend. We now dis-
cuss the saliency effect of CO-
VID-19 on your personal fi-
nance. Saliency refers to our
tendency to focus on informa-
tion that catches our attention
and ignore others that are less
visible.

Positive saliency

Consider the positive saliency
effect of COVID-19. It has made
you more health conscious.
This action impacts your perso-
nal finance; your healthcare
costs in the future could be low-
er if you take continual steps to
stay healthy. There is an asso-
ciated positive impact. Watch-
ing friends and extended fami-
lies spend sizeable amounts on
medical expenses has made
most individuals realise the im-
portance of having adequate
healthcare insurance cover for
their families.

The other aspect is the im-
portance of cash to meet emer-
gency situations. You would
have heard from individuals
who had to arrange for hospi-
talisation of their friends or fa-
mily members as to how va-
rious institutions involved in
the process require cash pay-
ment for treating patients.
True, we pay using debit and
credit cards for most of our

Geared up: It isimportant to have cash at home in order to meet
emergency situations. =GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

transactions. But, we are far
from being a cashless society.
So, it is important that you have
emergency cash at home. You
could keep half of your month’s
living expenses or an ad hoc
amount you think is reasonable
to meet an emergency.

Negative saliency

Negative saliency effect of CO-
VID-19 is the present bias — ie,
our tendency to take actions
that improve our present hap-
piness even if such actions can
have a negative effect on our fu-
ture well-being. Take discre-
tionary spending. Spending
more today can increase your
present happiness at the cost of
saving less for the future.

The question is: have you in-
creased your discretionary
spending recently? It refers to
non-essential spending that can
increase your happiness, albeit
temporarily. This pandemic has

shown that life can be short. So,
why not enjoy life while we can,
the argument goes.

Typically, such an argument
would lead to individuals
spending more on experiences
such as taking an exotic vaca-
tion. With the current restric-
tion on travel, the focus has
shifted to acquiring material
goods, especially electronics
that provide for a comfortable
living.

The other negative saliency
effect is the behaviour caused
by the remarkable recovery in
the stock market after initial
crash last March when the
country went into its first pan-
demic-related lockdown. The
sharp rise in investment value
has encouraged many indivi-
duals to increase their discre-
tionary spending. This pheno-
menon is referred to as the
wealth effect.

Individuals typically do not

keep sizeable funds in savings
accounts or have emergency
cash at home because they do
not want to lose the opportuni-
ty to earn higher returns. Yet,
they hold loss-making invest-
ments for long not minding the
associated opportunity cost.
Why? Losing an investment op-
portunity is more salient than
holding on to unrealised losses.

Similarly, individuals buy ex-
tended warranty for air condi-
tioners and laptops but are re-
luctant to buy healthcare
insurance or term life insu-
rance products. Why? Till now,
most individuals did not face
large healthcare costs. So,
healthcare was not a salient fac-
tor. This behaviour could
change because of COVID-19.

There is a caveat. The salien-
cy effect may last till you fear
the pandemic and its impact on
lifestyle. Once the fear sub-
sides, the saliency effect too
could fade.

You have to act quickly to
capitalise on the positive salien-
cy effect. So, arrange to have
some emergency cash at home
and get adequate health insu-
rance protection for your fami-
ly. To address discretionary
spending, first set up systemat-
ic investments to meet your life
goals. Then, spend the rest of
your monthly income.

(The author offers training
programmes for individuals for
managing their personal in-
vestments)

Gold, silver on an uptrend

B. KRISHNAKUMAR

Building on the positive trend
in April, precious metals
closed on a healthy note in
May. The weakness in the U.S.
dollar and inflation concerns
helped Comex gold close near
a 5-month high on May 28.

Comex gold gained 7.8% in
May to close at $1,905.3 an
ounce. Comex silver, too,
closed on a positive note,
clocking a gain of 8.3% to settle
at $28.02 an ounce.

Mirroring the global trend,
MCX gold futures gained 4.9%
to close at ¥49,349 per 10-gm.
MCX silver futures gained 5.2%
to settle at ¥71,898 per kg.

Comex gold price moved
well past the target of $1,865-
1,880 mentioned last month.

The price could be confined
to a trading range as the recent
rally has pushed the price into
a short-term, overbought re-
gion. A move past $1,925
would indicate that the move
to $1,950-1,960 is underway.

Until this happens, expect
range-bound or subdued ac-
tion in the near term.

Silver hits target

Comex silver, too, achieved
the target of $27.7-28.5 men-
tioned last month. Silver pric-
es are also likely to be remain
subdued and confined to a
range in the near term.

A move past $29.1 would in-
dicate that the white metal is
headed to the next target of
$30.2-31. Until the breakout

Northward bound
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happens, the price is likely to
be subdued. MCX gold ruled
firm in May and also moved to
the then-mentioned target of
348,500-49,500. The short-
term is positive and a rise to
¥51,500-52,000 appears likely.
This view would be invalidated
if the price closes below
347,200.

MCX silver reached the tar-
get at ¥71,500-72,000 indicat-
ed earlier. The short-term out-
look is positive and MCX silver
could head to the next target
of ¥76,700-77,000. This view
would be invalidated if the
price falls below ¥69,100.

To summarise, the medium-
term outlook for precious me-
tals remains positive.

While there is a possibility
of either a short-term consoli-
dation or a minor cool-off, the
medium-term uptrend is likely
to reassert itself once the anti-
cipated cool-off happens.

(The author is a Chennai-
based analyst/trader. This is
not meant to be trading or in-
vestment advice)

LOOSE CHANGE

RAVIKANTH

Name of Lender

HDFC Bank

ICICI Bank

Bank of Baroda

State Bank of India
Axis Bank

Kotak Mahindra Bank
Canara Bank

Punjab National Bank”
Federal Bank

South Indian Bank
Bank of Maharashtra
Indian Overseas Bank

Dhanlaxmi Bank

EMI (Rs)
Interest rate Loan amount

%) 5 lakh

Tenure

5years
10.50-21.00  10,747-13,527
10.50-19.00  10,747-12,970
10.00-15.60  10,624-12,053
9.60-13.85  10,525-11,595
12.00-21.00  11,122-13,527
10.75-24.00%  10,809-14,384
10.20-13.90  10,673-11,608
8.95-14.50 10,367-11,764
10.49-17.99  10,744-12,694
10.85-14.40  10,834-11,738
9.55-12.90**  10,513-11,351

12.05 11,135
11.90-15.70  11,097-12,079

EMI (Rs)
Loan amount ) Name of Bank
Processing fee
1 lakh
(% of loan amount)
Tenure
Canara Bank
5 years
2,149-2,705  Upto 2.5% (Max Rs 25,000) Bank of India
2,149-2,594  Upto 2.50%

UCO Bank
2,125-2,411  Rs1,000-10,000 State Bank of India*
2,105-2,319  Upto 1.5% (Max Rs 15,000) IDBI Bank
2,224-2,705 1.5%-2% Punjab National Bank**
2,162-2,877 Upto 2.5% Indian Overseas Bank
2,135-2,322  Upto0.5% LIRS

HDFC Bank
2,073-2,353  Upto 1%

Dhanlaxmi Bank
2,149-2,539  Upto3%

2,167-2,348 2%

2,103-2,270  Upto 1%
2,227 Upto 0.75%
2,219-2,416  Upto 2.5% (Min Rs 1,250)

Karnataka Bank
Federal Bank
South Indian Bank
Axis Bank

City Union Bank

Interest rate (%)

PERSONAL LOAN - RATES AND CHARGES NEW CAR LOAN - RATES AND CHARGES

EMI (Rs)
Loan amount 5 lakh
Tenure 5 years

7.30-9.90 9,972-10,599
7.45-8.55 10,007-10,270
7.45-7.70 10,007-10,067
7.50-11.20 10,019-10,921
7.50-8.10 10,019-10,162
7.55-7.80 10,031-10,090
7.55 10,031
7.90-9.85 10,114-10,587
7.95-8.30 10,126-10,210
8.10-9.20 10,162-10,428
7.95-10.00 10,126-10,624
8.50 10,258
8.80-9.25 10,331-10,440
8.65-10.90 10,294-10,846
12.25-12.75 11,185-11,313

Processing fee
(% of loan amount)

0.25% (Rs 1,000-5,000)

Up to 0.25% (Max: 5,000)
For Rural Areas: Rs 1,500-
20,000

1% (Max: Rs 1,500)

Up t0 0.40%

Rs 2,500

UptoRs 1,500

Rs 500-Rs 10,000

Rs 3,500-Rs 8,500
1%(Rs 5,000-Rs 10,000)
1%

0.5%(Rs 2,500-Rs 10,000)
Rs 1,500-Rs2,500

1% (Max: Rs 10,000)

Rs 3,500-Rs 5,500

1% (Min: Rs 250)

*Digital Personal loan starting at 10.50% p.a.

*Nil processing fee till June 30 on application via YONO. Further interest rate concession of 0.20% on purchase of EV(Green Car Loan)

“Any side effects?” ** Floating interest rate of 7.30% offered to Defence/Para Military under Rakshak Plus Scheme
~0.10% more concession in applicable interest rate to customers who opt for coverage under Credit Life Insurance Concession on card rate for existing home loan borrowers under Pre-approved Insta Vehicle Loan Scheme
A% Interest rate of 8.55% p.a. offered to BPCL (Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd. ) employees Rates and charges as on June 1 Source: Paisabazaar.com
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Rybakina forces Serena to wait for her record-equalling title

Pavlyuchenkova beats Azarenka to enter the quarterfinals in Paris after 10 years; Medvedev powers through to set up last-eight meeting with Tsitsipas

ROLAND-GARROS

AGENCIES
PARIS

American Serena Williams
was knocked out in the
fourth round at Roland Gar-
ros by Kazakhstan's Elena Ry-
bakina on Sunday, losing 6-3
7-5 to the 21st seed.

Serena, 39, was below her
best as her wait for a record-
equalling 24th Grand Slam
singles title went on.

Rybakina held her nerve
superbly to reach her first
Grand Slam quarterfinal,
sealing victory as Serena
struck a backhand return
out.

Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova
made the quarterfinals in Pa-
ris 10 years on, beating 2013
semifinalist Victoria Azaren-
ka 57, 6-3, 6-2.

Former Wimbledon cham-
pion Marion Bartoli, who was
doing the courtside inter-
view, congratulated her.

“I've known you for a long
time. We're friends off the
court,” Bartoli said.

“I can see the joy on your
face.” Indeed, it was hard for
Pavlyuchenkova to stop
smiling.

“It's just incredible, even
that I'm still playing tennis
such a long time after,” she
said.

“It's a surprise for me. I
fought hard and I'm very hap-
py to win.” The 29-year-old
Russian has reached the
quarters at the Australian
Open and Wimbledon, but
has never reached the semifi-
nals at any major.

The former top-ranked
Azarenka saved two break
points before clinching the
first set on a sunny Court Phi-
lippe-Chatrier, where the
crowd was subdued.

Tamara Zidansek, mean-
while, became the first Slove-
nian woman to reach the
quarterfinals of a major.

She won 7-6(4), 6-1 against
Romanian Sorana Cirstea af-
ter saving a set point in a tight
first set between the unseed-
ed players.

The 23-year-old dropped

Swiatek, Mattek-Sands
the great survivors

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS

Iga Swiatek kept her bid
alive to become the first wo-
man since Mary Pierce in
2000 to win the French
Open singles and doubles
titles in the same tourna-
ment, saving seven match
points with partner Betha-
nie Mattek-Sands to reach
the quarterfinals.

Swiatek and Mattek-

Sands staged an incredible
recovery from 5-1 down in
the final set against top
seeds Hsieh Su-Wei and El-
ise Mertens, pulling off an
improbable 5-7, 6-4, 7-5 vic-
tory after more than three
hours on court.

Poland's Swiatek, the
reigning singles champion,
will continue the defence of
her title on Monday against
Marta Kostyuk in the last 16.

Wanit to thank you for all
the love: Osaka to fans

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LOS ANGELES

Four-time Grand Slam win-
ner Naomi Osaka posted her
first social media comments
on Saturday since pulling
out of the French Open after
a dispute over attending
press conferences.

Osaka, who also had re-
vealed her ongoing battle
with depression and anxie-
ty, thanked her supporters
in a brief message on
Instagram.

THE MIDFIELD GENERALS

Croatia and the Netherlands are two teams which will rely heavily on

“Just want to say thank
you for all the love. Haven’t
been on my phone much
but I wanted to hop on here
and tell you all that I really
appreciate it,” she wrote.

French tennis officials
fined Osaka $15,000 and
threatened to remove her
from the tournament for not
honouring mandatory me-
dia commitments, prompt-
ing the 23-year-old Japanese
star to withdraw on her
own.

to her knees and held her
head in her hands after win-
ning on her first match point.

Zidansek's run is even
more impressive, consider-
ing the former snowboard
enthusiast had never beaten
a top 10-ranked player before
this tournament.

No. 33 Paula Badosa of
Spain joined her in the last
eight for the first time at any
major, beating No. 20 Marke-
ta Vondrousova 6-4, 3-6, 6-2.

Daniil Medvedev’s remar-
kable turnaround at Roland
Garros has propelled him to
the quarterfinals.

The second-seeded Rus-
sian beat Cristian Garin 6-2,
6-1, 7-5 on Sunday.

Medvedev received treat-
ment on his right elbow dur-
ing the third set against Garin
but finished strong, hitting a
succession of winners to take
the final two games.

Stefanos  Tsitsipas ad-
vanced to the last eight for
the second year running with
a 6-3, 62, 7-5 victory over
Spain's Pablo Carreno Busta.

THE RESULTS

Fourth round: Men: 5-Stefanos
Tsitsipas (Gre) bt 12-Pablo Car-
reno Busta (Esp) 6-3, 6-2, 7-5;
2-Daniil Medvedev (Rus) bt 22-
Cristian Garin (Chi) 6-2, 6-1, 7-5.
Women: 21-Elena Rybakina
(Kaz) bt 7-Serena Williams
(USA) 6-3, 7-5; 31-Anastasia
Pavlyuchenkova (Rus) bt 15-Vic-
toria Azarenka (Blr) 5-7, 6-3,
6-2.

Tamara Zidansek (Slo) bt So-
rana Cirstea (Rou) 7-6(4), 6-1;
33-Paula Badosa (Esp) bt 20-
Marketa Vondrousova (Cze)
6-4, 3-6, 6-2.

Saturday'’s results:

Third round:

Men: 9-Matteo Berrettini (Ita)
bt Soonwoo Kwon (Kor) 7-6(6),
6-3, 6-4; 8-Roger Federer (Sui)
bt Dominik Koepfer (Ger) 7-6
(5), 6-7(3), 7-6 (4), 7-5.

Fallen seeds

B Men: 12-Carreno Busta,
22-Garin

® Women: 7-Serena, 15-
Azarenka, 20-Vondrousova

quarterfinal for Rybakina

in seven main draw
appearances. Her previous
best was round three at
2020 Aus Open

15erena has now gone four

1 Maiden Grand Slam

straight French Opens

without making at least
the quarterfinal. It is the first
such run for her at any Major

World No. 85 Tamara
1 Zidansek is the first
woman representing
Slovenia to make the
quarterfinal at a Grand Slam

Second straight French
Open quarterfinal for
Tsitsipas

& Pavlyuchenkova's
last appearance in
L the quarterfinals at

Roland Garros was 10 years
ago in 2011

5 Badosa's 17th win
7 on clay this season,

ol including nine on the

trot, from 19 matches overall

. %

_

RYBAKINA
after her upset win over Serena

Federer calls halt to Paris campaign

Marathon against Koepfer drives home the need to pace himself

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS

Roger Federer said on Sun-
day he was withdrawing
from the French Open des-
pite having reached the
fourth round, opting to focus
on his primary objective of
winning a ninth Wimbledon
title.

"After discussions with my
team, I've decided I will need
to pull out of Roland Garros
today," the 39-year-old said.

Knee surgeries

"After two knee surgeries
and over a year of rehabilita-
tion it's important that I lis-
ten to my body and make
sure I don't push myself too
quickly on my road to
recovery.

"T am thrilled to have got-
ten three matches under my
belt. There is no greater feel-
ing than being back on
court."

Federer, a 20-time Grand
Slam title winner, who will
be 40 in two months, battled
over three-and-a-half hours
until 12:45 a.m. on Sunday to
reach the last 16 with a 7-6(5),
6-7(3), 7-6(4), 7-5 win over

their midfield maestros Luka Modric and Frenkie de Jong to pull the

strings in the competition

THE NETHERLANDS
m GOALKEEPERS: Jasper Cillessen,

{

Tim Krul, Maarten Stekelenburg

DEFENDERS: Nathan Ake, Daley Blind,
Matthijs de Ligt, Stefan de Vrij, Denzel
Dumfries, Jurriem Timber, Patrick van
Aanholt, Joel Veltman Owen Wijndal

MIDFIELDERS: Frenkie de Jong, Marten de Roon, Ryan
Gravenberch, Davy Klaassen, Teun Koopmeiners, Donny van

de Beek, Georginio Wijnaldum
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Stretched to the limit: Roger Federer had to strain every sinew against Dominik Koepfer on
Saturday, leaving him bone-weary. =arp

59th-ranked
Koepfer.

He was due back on court
on Monday to tackle Matteo
Berrettini for a place in the
quarterfinals. However, the
Swiss star had admitted
there were doubts over
whether he'd make it.

Dominik

Main goal
Federer is playing only his
third tournament since last

JUNE 11 -
| JULY 11

™

CROATIA

GOALKEEPERS: Dominik Livakovic, Lovre
Kalinic, Simon Sluga

v DEFENDERS: Sime Vrsaljko, Domagoj Vida,

Josip Juranovic, Dejan Lovren, Duje Caleta-Car,
Borna Barisic, Mile Skoric, Josko Gvardiol, Domagoj Bradaric.

MIDFIELDERS: Luka Modric, Marcelo Brozovic, Milan Badelj,
Mateo Kovacic, Nikola Vlasic, Mario Pasalic, Luka Ivanusec.

FORWARDS: Steven Berghuis, Luuk de Jong, Memphis Depay,

Cody Gakpo, Donyell Malen, Quincy Promes, Wout Weghorst

COACH: Frank de Boer

USUAL FORMATION:
433

FORM GUIDE:
Wi WI|L|W]|W

FIRST MATCH:
vs Ukraine, June 14 in
Amsterdam, 12.30 a.m.

EURO
APPEARANCES: 9

BEST
PERFORMANCE:
Winner (1988)

KEY PLAYER
Frenkie '
|

de Jong
With his exceptional
ability to retain
possession, create
space, glide between
the lines and build
from the back, De
Jong has become
Oranje's midfield
metronome

e

DID YOU

1980s - when
they marked
their return
by winning
EURO ‘88

ONE TO WATCH

Memphis Depay | The Oranje have
plenty of squad depth but much of

the attacking burden falls on the
powerful Lyon forward, an indefatigable

runner with a fearsome right foot

»

FORWARDS: Bruno Petkovic, Ivan Perisic, Andrej Kramaric,
Josip Brekalo, Ante Rebic, Mislav Orsic, Ante Budimir

COACH: Zlatko Dalic

FORM GUIDE:
LILILIW|W
FIRST MATCH:
vs England, June 13,

in London, 6.30 p.m.

USUAL FORMATION:
4-2-31

EURO
APPEARANCES: 5

BEST

('96, '08)

KEY PLAYER

Luka Modric

The 2018 Ballon d'Or
winner is now in sight
of Darijo Srna's record
134 caps, not only
captaining the side but
setting the midfield
tempo with his vision,
energy and slick
passing

Y

PERFORMANCE: o & i
Quarterfinals

Croatia
climbed

rankings
from 125th

between
1994 and

ONE TO WATCH

Josip Brekalo | Modern, fast and skilful,
the Wolfsburg winger is blossoming under
Dalic. In consecutive matches in October 2020,
he scored in a friendly against Switzerland then
laid on assists against France and Sweden

in UEFA Nations League

COMPII.-ED BY S.V. SRIRAM | SOURCE: UEFA/AGENCIES

year's Australian Open and
has always said Wimbledon
is his main goal. He is chas-
ing a ninth title at Wimble-
don which starts on June 28.
He is also scheduled to
play the warm-up grass-
court tournament in Halle
beginning on June 14, the day
after the French Open ends.
Federer, who made his
Roland Garros debut in 1999
and was champion in 2009,

was playing a night session
for the first time.

It is likely that this was Fe-
derer's final appearance at
the tournament. His return
this year was only his second
participation since 2015.

"The Roland Garros tour-
nament is sorry about the
withdrawal of Roger Federer,
who put up an incredible
fight last night," said tourna-
ment director Guy Forget.

"We were all delighted to
see Roger back in Paris,
where he played three high-
level matches. We wish him
all the best for the rest of the
season."

After winning his match,
Federer said that he was pac-
ing himself in his recovery.
"All the matches I've played
since the injury are informa-
tion for the rest of the sea-
son," he said.

"It gives me great pleasure
to be able to play 3hr 30min
at a high level against a very
good player. It shows that I'm
on the right track."

Rave reviews

His performance won rave
reviews from rivals following
the match on television.

"I'm not bothered by the
outcome of this match at all,"
tweeted Britain's Andy Mur-
ray, a former World No. 1 and
three-time Major winner.

"Just seeing Federer at 39
off the back of 2 knee surger-
ies playing to an empty stadi-
um at 12.30 a.m. getting fired
up is inspirational to me. Do
what you love."

that last game also I
was not serving as well as
before. Just happy that I
managed to get through

SUND
PICI

1-Djokovic vs Musetti
3-Nadal vs 18-Sinner
10-Schwartzman vs Struff

DOUBLES: Bopanna &
Skugor vs Andujar &
Martinez

4-Kenin vs 17-Sakkari

24-Gauff vs 25-Jabeur

8-swiatek vs Kostyuk
(night session)

c) My career has

always been pro-
gressing slowly and
slowly, like building
ahouse. It was never
like I was 16-year-old
and I just did one
result. I have to work
for everything, that
kind of made a solid

ground for me
ZIDANSEK after entering the quarters

Bopanna &
Skugor enter
quarterfinals

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PARIS

India's Rohan Bopanna and
his Croatian partner Fran-
ko Skugor advanced to the
quarterfinals at Roland Gar-
ros here on Sunday.

The pair got a walkover
in its men's doubles clash
against The Netherlands’
Matwe Middelkoop and
Marcelo Arevalo of El
Salvador.

Bopanna and Skugor will
now face Spain’s Pablo An-
dujar and Pedro Martinez
in the last-eight stage.

The unseeded Bopanna
and Skugor had notched up
a straight set win over USA’s
Frances Tiafo and Nicholas
Monroe in the second
round earlier this week.

The 41-year-old Bopan-
na, ranked 40 in the world,
is not defending any points
this year at the Roland
Garros.

The Indian needs to earn
points since this is his last
chance to improve his rank-
ing. The rankings on June
10 will be considered for
entry into the Tokyo Olym-
pics.

Jadeja happy with bowling session

His first stint after reaching England

WTC FINAL

ANI
SOUTHAMPTON

India all-rounder Ravindra
Jadeja trained for the first
time here on Sunday.

India and New Zealand
will lock horns in the finals
of WTC, beginning June 18.
The Indian men’s and wo-
men’s cricket teams arrived
in London last Thursday for
the WTC final and England
series.

Shares pictures
“First outing in Southamp-
ton. Feel the vibe,” Jadeja
tweeted while sharing pic-
tures from the training ses-
sion.

While the men’s team is

gearing up for the WTC final
against New Zealand, the
women’s team will take on
the England team in a one-
off Test before playing ODIs
and T20Is.

Tested again
At the Hampshire Bowl, the
players were tested again be-
fore commencing a period of
managed isolation. Regular
tests will be conducted dur-
ing the period of isolation.
Players’ activity will be al-
lowed in a gradually increas-
ing manner after each round
of negative testing, moving
from exercise in isolation to
small group and then larger
squad activity, whilst always
remaining within the bio-se-
cure venue.

Getting into business: Jadeja said he felt a good vibe during

training. =TWITTER@IMJADEJA

First Test heading for a draw
England 146 for three chasing a target of 273

SCOREBOARD

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

New Zealand captain Kane
Williamson made a bold de-
claration to leave England
needing 273 in 75 overs to
win the first Test on the fifth
and final day at Lord's on
Sunday.

When rain forced an early
Iunch, New Zealand was 169
for six in its second innings,
a lead of 272, after Ross Tay-
lor had made a rapid 33 off
35 balls. England was 146 for
three in 60 overs at the time
of going to the press. Opener
Dom Sibley (53) and Ollie
Pope (6) were at the crease.

New Zealand — 1st innings:
378.

England — 1st innings: 275.
New Zealand — 2nd innings:
Tom Latham lbw b Broad 36,
Devon Conway b Robinson 23,
Kane Williamson lbw b Robin-
son 1, Neil Wagner c Bracey b
Robinson 10, Ross Taylor ¢
Bracey b Wood 33, Henry Nich-
olls c Burns b Root 23, B-J Wat-
ling (not out) 15, Colin de
Grandhomme (not out) 9; Ex-
tras (b-6, lb-12, nb-1): 19; Total
(for six wkts. decl. in 52.3
overs): 169.

Fall of wickets: 1-39, 2-57, 3-74,
4-105. 5-133, 6-159.

England bowling: Anderson

15.3-3-44-0, Broad 12-1-34-1,
Robinson 14-5-26-3, Wood 7-0-
31-1, Root 4-0-16-1.

England — 2nd innings (Target:
273): Rory Burns ¢ Southee b
Wagner 25, Dom Sibley (bat-
ting) 53, Zak Crawley c Nicholls
b Southee 2, Joe Root lbw b
Wagner 40, Ollie Pope (bat-
ting) 6; Extras (b-8, lb-9, nb-3):
20; Total (for three wkts. in 60
overs): 146.

Fall of wickets: 1-49, 2-56,
3-136.

New Zealand bowling: Southee
15-1-35-1, Jamieson 12-6-20-0,
de Grandhomme 7-3-12-0,
Santner 10-2-35-0, Wagner 14-
7-17-2, Williamson 2-0-10-0.

Milkha showing
‘continuous
improvement’

cuaNDIGARH: Indian sprint
icon Milkha Singh is show-
ing “continuous improve-
ment” as he battles CO-
VID-19 in the Intensive
Care Unit of PGIMER hospi-
tal, the facility’s spokesper-
son said on Sunday.

The 91-year-old is being
closely monitored by a
medical team at the Post
Graduate Institute of Medi-
cal Education and Re-
search (PGIMER).

His COVID positive wife
Nirmal Kaur (82), however,
“continues to battle it out
bravely,” according to a fa-
mily spokesperson.

A ND-NDE
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Sergio Perez wins incident-filled Azerbaijan GP

Flat tyre forces championship leader Verstappen out; Hamilton's 54-race points streak comes to an end

TV PICKS

Roland-Garros: SS Select 1 &
2(SD&HD), 2.30 p.m.

FIFA WC 2022 Qualifier: In-
dia vs Bangladesh: Star Sports
2 (SD & HD) & Star Sports 3,
7.30 p.m.

IN BRIEF

Tvesa equals career-best
LET finish at Jabra Open
EVIAN-LES-BAINS (FRANCE)

Tvesa Malik recorded her
second consecutive top-10
result and also equalled her
career-best finish on the
Ladies European Tour with a
tied sixth place at the Jabra
Ladies Open, here on
Saturday. Tvesa closed with
one-under 212. Seventeen-
year-old Slovenian Pia Babnik
notched up her maiden win
beating defending champion
Annabel Dimmock in a play-
off. pri

Diksha logs top-10 finish
in Czech Republic

BYSTRICE

Diksha Dagar shot a final
round two-under 70 to settle
for a tied ninth finish at the
Amundi Czech Ladies
Challenge here. Diksha will
play the Scandinavian Mixed
Masters next week alongside
Tvesa Malik and Astha Madan.
Sara Kouskova, meanwhile,
became the first Czech and
first amateur to win the

event. pTi

Oliveira pips Quartararo
in close contest

BARCELONA

KTM rider Miguel Oliveira
overcame Yamaha's Fabio
Quartararo in an intense
battle to claim his first win of
the season at the Catalunya
Grand Prix here on Sunday.
Pramac Ducati's Johann Zarco
made a late charge to finish
second as championship
leader Quartararo dropped
down to fourth after being
given a three-second penalty
for exceeding track limits.
Jack Miller rounded out the
podium on his factory Ducati,
while six-time premier class
champion Marc Marquez
crashed out for a third race in
a 'OW. REUTERS

Nets draw first blood
against Bucks

LOS ANGELES

Kevin Durant had 29 points
and 10 rebounds as Brooklyn
Nets withstood Giannis
Antetokounmpo's 34-point
performance to beat
Milwaukee Bucks 115-107 in
the opening game of their
second round playoff series.
The result (semifinals): EC:
Milwaukee Bucks 107 lost to
Brooklyn Nets 115 (Nets lead
series 1-0). arp

FORMULA ONE

ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAKU

Sergio Perez won the Azer-
baijan Grand Prix in a two-
lap shootout after champion-
ship leader Max Verstappen
crashed while leading with a
tyre failure and Lewis Hamil-
ton went off course trying to
seize the win on the standing
restart.

Verstappen was four laps
away from a second consecu-
tive victory on Sunday when
his Red Bull suddenly
slammed hard into the wall
with a puncture to his left
rear tyre.

Formula One red-flagged
the race and brought the
field to pit lane before decid-
ing to resume with a stand-
ing start for a two-lap sprint
to the finish.

Perez was the leader but
Hamilton shot past him in his
attempt to win the race and
reclaim the overall lead from

'-'!."".‘. i ) __.

. .

(==

Mobhir : 1 -

ORACLE

Cause and effect: An unlucky Max Verstappen of Red Bull crashes while in the lead with just four laps to go, which allowed
teammate Sergio Perez to celebrate with the winner's trophy. =cerTvimMaGEs/AFP

Verstappen. But he failed to
brake in the first corner and
his Mercedes slid off track.
Hamilton dropped to 15th,
snapping a streak of 54 con-
secutive races of earning a
points finish.

Four-time champion Se-
bastian Vettel took second
for Aston Martin after an im-
pressive drive after qualify-

India in a desperate

situation

Blue Tigers need win against
Bangladesh to keep hopes alive

FOOTBALL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DOHA

A win-less India desperately
needs a positive result
against neighbour Bangla-
desh in its joint World Cup
and Asian Cup qualifiers
match here on Monday, if it
wants to avoid the ignominy
of playing in the qualifying
play-off round of the conti-
nental showpiece.

India is already out of
contention for a World Cup
berth but still in the reckon-
ing for a place in the 2023
Asian Cup.

But with just three points
from six matches, India is
fourth in Group E and is not
yet guaranteed an automat-
ic berth in the third round of
the Asian Cup qualifiers.

Only the best four fourth-
place finishers in each of the

S T f
Key man: India will need skipper Sunil Chettri to make an
impact against Bangladesh. =twiTTer/INDIANFOOTBALL

iy

eight groups directly qualify
for the third round of the
Asian Cup qualifiers.

The other four fourth-
place finishers and all the
bottom place finishers of
the eight groups will play in
a play-off round from which
eight will re-enter the quali-
fying process again.

Among the fourth-place
finishers, six teams have
more points than India cur-
rently.

That would mean that
Igor Stimac’s men will have
to beat Bangladesh to have
any chance of an automatic
berth in the third qualifying
round of the Asian Cup.

At the bottom of the
group with two points, Ban-
gladesh would also be des-
perately looking for a win.

Match starts at 7.30 p.m.
IST.

ing 11th. Pierre Gasly was
third for AlphaTauri.

The results:

1. Sergio Perez (Red Bull)
3h33m686s; 2. Sebastian Vet-
tel (Aston Martin) +1.385s; 3.
Pierre Gasly (AlphaTauri) 2.762;
4. Charles Leclerc (Ferrari)
3.828; 5. Lando Norris (McLa-
ren) 4.754; 6. Fernando Alonso
(Alpine) 6.382; 7. Yuki Tsunoda

i i;aﬁ
Sifan sets women's
10,000m world record
HENGELO (THE NETHERLANDS)

Sifan Hassan of the
Netherlands fired a warning
shot ahead of the Tokyo
Olympics by setting a new
world record in the women's
10,000m on Sunday. Sifan,
28, clocked 29m 06.82s at
the Hengelo meet, smashing
the previous best set by
Ethiopian Almaz Ayana
(29:17.45) while winning gold
at the 2016 Rio Games. The
reigning world champion
over 1,500m and 10,000m
has also posted world records
over one mile, one-hour and
5km on the road. arp

Sasikumar
loses in

doubles
semifinals

SPORTS BUREAU
LITTLE ROCK (USA)

Sasikumar Mukund and Mi-
chail Pervolarakis of
Greece were beaten 3-6, 57
by Nicolas Barrientos and
Ernesto Escobedo in the
doubles semifinals of the
$52,080 Challenger tennis
tournament here.

The Indo-Greek pair col-
lected 29 ATP points and
$1080.

Sasikumar will next play
the Challenger in Orlando,
while the other Indian
players — Prajnesh Gunnes-
waran, Sumit Nagal and
Ramkumar Ramanathan —
will be busy in Challengers
in Europe, on grass and
clay.

Srabani Nanda is fastest Indian this year

Neeraj Chopra flies to France, Jisna Mathew opts out of Kyrgyzstan trip

ATHLETICS

STAN RAYAN
KOCHI
Srabani Nanda, currently the
most active Indian athlete in
the world, has emerged as
the fastest Indian woman this
year. While the rest of the In-
dians are desperately hunt-
ing for competitions, the 30-
year-old from Odisha clocked
a personal best 11.36s while
running against some of the
world’s best at the NACAC
New Life Invitational Meet in
Florida, the US, on Saturday.
The 100m final was run as
two races and Nanda, who
has been training in Jamaica
for the last few years, was
sixth in her race and 13th ov-
erall.  Jamaican Elaine
Thompson, the Rio Olympics
100 and 200m champion,
won the event in 10.87s while
American Tianna Bartoletta,
the long jump gold medallist
in Rio, was second in 10.96.
Nanda had clocked a faster
but wind-assisted 11.29s in
the preliminary round.

cM
K

“
B

»”,

CepisHAT 8

(L
e

Sprint queen: Srabani, with 11.36s, is the leading Indian women
in 100m this season replacing Dhanalakshmi. =FiLe pHOTO

With her 11.36s, Nanda re-
places S. Dhanalakshmi, who
clocked 11.38s in the Federa-
tion Cup in Patiala in March,
as the Indian leader in the
event this season. Dutee
Chand (11.44) and Hima Das
(11.63) occupy the next two
spots.

AFI confident

Though the  women’s
4x100m relay team is in the
22nd rung in the Road to To-
kyo rankings, the AFT s confi-

»

dent that it will qualify for
next month’s Tokyo Olym-
pics where the relays will be a
16-team affair. So, will Nanda
be considered for the relay
team?

“The AFI will go by its set
rules that it has always fol-
lowed. If it fits in, she goes.
Rules are same for all,” Adille
Sumariwalla, the federation
president, told The Hindu on
Sunday evening.

Sumariwalla also con-
firmed that Neeraj Chopra

had left for France.

The Asian Games javelin
throw champion, who had
been waiting to fly out for the
last few days, took an early
morning flight.

Another bunch of athletes,
including the sprint and mile
relay runners and a few
throwers, will be leaving for
Kyrgyzstan on Tuesday.

Jisna Mathew, a member of
the 4x400m mixed relay
team which finished seventh
at the 2019 Doha World
championships and qualified
for the Olympics, will not be
joining the bunch to
Kyrgyzstan.

“Jisna had missed a few
training sessions because of a
back issue a few weeks ago.
She is just coming into form
now. It will be better if she
skips the meet in Kygryzstan
on June 12 and 13. That is why
she is not going,” said P.T.
Usha, her coach.

“She will be in full form by
the time of the inter-State
meet (in Patiala, from June
25).”

(AlphaTauri) 6.624; 8. Carlos
Sainz Jr. (Ferrari) 7.709; 9. Da-
niel Ricciardo (McLaren) 8.874;
10. Kimi Raikkonen (Alfa Ro-
meo) 9.576; 11. Antonio Giovi-
nazzi (Alfa Romeo) 10.254; 12.
Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)
11.264; 13. Mick Schumacher
(Haas) 14.241; 14. Nikita Maze-
pin (Haas) 14.315; 15. Lewis Ha-
milton (Mercedes) 17.668; 16.
Nicholas  Latifi  (Williams)

Setback for Farah's
Olympic hopes

LONDON
Four-time Olympic champion
Mo Farah's hopes of ending his

42.379; 17. Geroge Russell (Wil- =
liams).

DNF: Max Verstappen (Red
Bull); Lance Stroll (Aston Mar-
tin); Esteban Ocon (Alpine).
Standings: Drivers: 1. Verstap-
pen 105; 2. Hamilton 101; 3. Pe-
rez 69; 4. Norris 66; 5. Leclerc =
52.

Constructors: 1. Red Bull 174; 2.
Mercedes 148; 3. Ferrari 94; 4.
McLaren 92; 5. AlphaTauri 39.

career at the Tokyo Games
suffered a huge blow as he fell
short of the qualifying mark
for 10,000m in Birmingham on
Saturday. The 38-year-old
finished eighth, behind Marc
Scott, in the European Cup,
which doubled as British
Olympic trial. Farah's time in
his first race at this distance for
four years was 22s short of the
required standard of 27m 28s
to qualify for the Games.

éliffhanger in Baku

On lap 46, race-leader
Verstappen suffered a tyre
failure on the start/finish
straight

Due to debris on the track,
the race was red-flagged
after a few laps behind the
safety car

The race resumed for a
two-lap sprint with a
standing start on lap 49

Hamilton, starting second
behind Perez, locked up his
brakes, ran wide into the
Turn 1 run-off and failed to
score points

It was Perez's second career
win and first with Red Bull

Vettel took the second
spot, powering Aston
Martin to its first podium
finish

Gasly and Leclerc's intense
battle for third place on the
final lap was won by the
former

Uchimura books spot
at fourth Olympics
TOKYO

Japanese gymnastics
superstar Kohei Uchimura
qualified for his fourth

COVID-19
recovered
athletes to get
first dose of
vaccine

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Indian Olympic Asso-
ciation on Sunday asked
five Olympic-bound sport-
spersons, who have reco-
vered from COVID-19 in the
recent past, to take their
first dose of the vaccine as
soon as possible.

Simranjit Kaur (60kg) is
the lone boxer in the list
while the other four are
shooters, including 19-
year-old Saurabh Chaud-
hary.

The other three are 2018
Jakarta Asian Games gold
medallist Rahi Sarnobat
(women’s 25m pistol), sil-
ver medallist at the same
edition Deepak Kumar
(10m air rifle) and veteran
shotgun shooter Mairaj
Ahmed Khan.

TOKYO OLYMPICS CALLING

Bromell wins 100m in
9.77 in Florida

MIAMI

US sprinter Trayvon Bromell
threw down an Olympic
challenge on Saturday,
clocking a world-leading
9.77s to win the 100m at a
meeting in Florida and
become the seventh-fastest
all time. In a wind of 1.5
m/sec, Bromell stormed to
victory at the NACAC New
Life Invitational, a World
Athletics Continental Tour

Olympics on Sunday, but
admitted he was “lucky"” to
scrape home. The 32-year-old
opted not to defend the
all-around titles he won in
2012 and 2016 at the Tokyo
Games because of shoulder
pain, deciding instead to
focus on the horizontal bar.
He squeaked home ahead of
rival Hidenobu Yonekura on
points accumulated over
three competitions. arp

Silver meeting in Miramar,

Fraser-Pryce clocks
Florida. arp

10.63 in 100m

KINGSTON

Jamaican sprint star Shelly-
Ann Fraser-Pryce became the
second fastest woman in
history on Saturday, clocking a
world-leading 10.63s (1.3m/
sec) for the 100m at the
Olympic Destiny meeting here.
Only late US sprinting star
Florence Griffith-Joyner, who

holds the world record of
10.49sec, has run faster. arp

HSIIDC
e-Auction Schedule for Allotment of Industrial Plots in

IMT Faridabad & Sector-34-35, UV Gurugram

HSIIDC had opened the registration for participation in e-auction for allotment of industrial
plots in IMT Faridabad and Sector-34-35, UV Gurugram w.e.f. 01.01.2021 with closing date as
15.02.2021. The schedule of e-auction for the same s as under:

No. of Plots
on offer

Auction Date of

E-auction

Auction

Name ID

IMT Faridabad - 450 SQOM 160 14.06.2021 15
IMT Faridabad - 3645 5QM 163 14.06.2021 01
IMT Faridabad - 4500 5QM 164 14.06.2021 01
Sector 34-35, UV, Gurugram

930.44 SQM 171 14.06.2021 01
IMT Faridabad - 1012.5 5QM 159 15.06.2021 09
IMT Faridabad -1800 5QM 161 15.06.2021 06
IMT Faridabad -2500 SQM 162 15.06.2021 02
Sector 34-35, UV, Gurugram

1650 SQM 172 15.06.2021 01

1) The Round-1 of each E-auction shall start at 7.00 AM on the scheduled date. ii) The standard closing time of Round-1 of|
each E-auction shall be 11.00 AM on the scheduled date All subsequent rounds shall be of 10 minutes duration, subge(t:
to extension as below. i) There will be unlimited extensions-The auction time of the round(s) will get extended by 10
minutes in case of receipt of any bid in the last 5 minutes, iv) In case the e-auction does not conclude till 9.00 PM, the e-|
auction will pause at 9.00 PM (The round in progress at 9.00 PM shall continue even after 9,00 PM till its closing) and|
fresh round shall re-start at 7.00 AM the next day. v) The minimum bid increment has been kept at Rs. 200/~ psm in all
categories. vi)The H-1 payment shall be scheduled after acceptance of bids by the competent authority, payable

within 72 hours of scheduling. vii.The no. of plots indicated abowe are tentative and H5I1DC shall reserve to itself the right|
to withdraw any site from auction or add any site for auction at any stage without assigning any reason.

All registered bidders may please note the above for participation in e-guction on scheduled date and please
note that no separate notice shall be sent in this regard. The detail of plots on offer can be seen on the
e-guction portal hsiide. bidx.in and www. hsiidec.org.in.

For further details, including process of e-auction, please refer to the e-auction brochure available on

e-auction portal hsiide. bidx.in
73 Haryana State Industrial & Regd. Office: C-13 & 14, Sector-6, Panchkula,
< [ A - - : ite: hsiidc.org.i
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A GREETING
TO REMEMBER

Be it a birthday, an anniversary,
an academic accomplishment
or even a promaotion.
Now you can surprise your
loved ones by wishing
them on

For more details,
email: classifiedscustomercare@thehindu.co.in

Contact Toll Free Number: 180030700404
For Placing Advertisements Online
Log on to www.thehinduads.com
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