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Kejriwal announces drive
to vaccinate all above 45
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
announced a pan-city
vaccination drive aimed at
ensuring that everyone above
the age of 45 receives their
first dose of vaccine over the
coming four weeks.
Beginning Tuesday, teams
led by block-level officers
would visit every household
allotting vaccination slots.
CITY » PAGE 3

Farmer leaders released,
SKM claims major victory
GURUGRAM

The Samyukt Kisan Morcha
on Monday claimed major
victory in its protest at
Haryana's Tohana after all
three farmer leaders arrested
last week were released. Led
by SKM leaders, the farmers
had been holding a sit-in at
the Sadar police station in
support of their demands.
NEWS » PAGE 8

Vaccine sale in Punjab:
Oppn. corners Cong. govt.
CHANDIGARH

Amid controversy over the
sale of COVID-19 vaccine by
the Punjab government to
private hospitals, the
Opposition parties are
cornering the Congress
dispensation and demanding
the dismissal of State Health
Minister Balbir Singh Sidhu
over the alleged scam.

Govt. will revert to centralised

procurement of vaccines: Modi

PM also says the Centre will provide vaccines for free to all adults from June 21

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday announced
that India would revert to a
system of centralised pro-
curement of vaccines against
COVID-19, with free vaccines
to be provided for the 18-44
age group as well and with
25% of procurement kept
open for the private sector.
This system will be opera-
tionalised by June 21.

Announcing the decision
during a televised broadcast
to the nation, Mr. Modi said
many Chief Ministers had
“come forward with a de-
mand for reconsideration of
the vaccination strategy and
for bringing back the system
in place before May 1”.

He announced a cap of
%150 on the amount private
hospitals can charge over
the cost of purchase of the
vaccine from the manufac-
turer.

He also announced the ex-
tension of the free ration dis-
tribution scheme for 80
crore beneficiaries under
the Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Yojana till Diwali, in
November.

SC hearing on June 30

The Prime Minister’s an-
nouncement comes a week
after the Supreme Court
asked for an affidavit from
the Centre on how the sum
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0f 335,000 crore allocated in
the Union Budget for vac-
cines has been spent so far.
The Court sought to know
why these funds cannot be
used for giving free vaccina-
tion for those in the age
group of 18 to 44 years, ob-
serving that the Centre’s pol-
icy of not providing free vac-
cines to this particular age
group was prima facie “arbi-
trary and irrational”. The af-
fidavit is due on June 15 and
the next hearing is on June
30.

Odisha Chief Minister Na-
veen Patnaik had written to
Chief Ministers across the
country urging a consensus
on central procurement of
vaccines, while Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
had written to Chief Minis-
ters of 11 non-NDA States to

unite to ask for free vaccines
from the Centre.

Expressing grief at the
loss of life especially during
the massive second wave of
the COVID-19 pandemic that
has hit India, Mr. Modi said
his government had dealt
with the challenges of re-
sources on a war footing to
deal with a “once in a centu-
ry” pandemic.

‘Unprecedented crisis’

“Never in a 100 years has
there been such a pandemic,
and this saw an unprece-
dented demand for medical
oxygen across the country.
We pressed the government,
railways, army, air force, na-
vy and other wings into ser-
vice to procure medical oxy-
gen and other medicines
required in our fight against

Markets, malls reopen to lukewarm response

Social distancing markers in place; shopkeepers hope for footfall to pick up soon

SHINJINI GHOSH
NEW DELHI

Shopping malls and markets
reopened in the Capital on
Monday on an odd-even basis
after nearly two months of
lockdown.

Sanitiser dispensers and
markers for social distancing
were in place as shopkeepers
raised shutters with a hope to
make their first sale after a
long spell of no income.
While most markets and
malls bore a deserted look,
few shoppers started trick-
ling in from noon.

At the Select City Walk
mall in Saket, most shops re-
opened but some, including a
few food joints, continued to
have their shutters down.

Sumit Agarwal, a shopper
at the mall, said, “The last
two months had been very

Familiar sight: A chock-a-block ITO Yamuna bridge as offices

reopened in New Delhi on Monday. =r.v. MoORTHY

long and stressful. Staying at
home and constantly receiv-
ing terrible news had become
too much to bear. Now that
the malls have reopened, we
can still think of stepping out
in a restricted manner. I
thought of visiting the mall
today for some respite before
it starts getting crowded.”

An employee at an outlet
selling cosmetics said, “We

have a sanitiser dispenser in
place which the customers
have to use before entering
the store. It is all the more im-
perative now as multiple cus-
tomers touch the same pro-
ducts before buying.”

At the Sarojini Nagar mar-
ket, while the hawkers stayed
away, the shops opened on
odd-even basis. Manoj Bajaj,
a shopkeeper, said, “We will

Domestic air travel likely to
oet easier for fully vaccinated

Ministry mulls dropping need for negative RT-PCR tests

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Civil Aviation Ministry is
“examining” a proposal to
dispense with the need for a
negative RT-PCR test report
for fully vaccinated passen-
gers for domestic air travel, a
senior government official
said.

He said the proposal to ex-
empt passengers who have
received both doses of vac-
cines is yet to be discussed
with the Health and Family
Welfare Ministry.

Differing norms

Norms for incoming passen-
gers vary from one State or
Union Territory to another.
While States such as Odisha,
Punjab and Rajasthan re-
quire all incoming passen-
gers to have a negative RT-
PCR test, others such as Del-
hi and Maharashtra have this
requirement only for pas-

cM
K

Passengers arriving at the
Chennai airport.

sengers from selected States.
Some States want a report
not earlier than 48 hours,
while others accept reports
up to 72 hours before travel.

“It is a welcome move
which will boost travel confi-
dence and help ease any an-
xiety surrounding travel in
the current environment.
The decision will also inspire
more people to get vaccinat-
ed against COVID-19, encou-
raging safe and free move-

»

ment for all domestic
travellers,” said Aloke Baj-
pai, CEO of travel booking
portal ixigo.

So far, only 4.49 crore In-
dian citizens have received
both doses of COVID-19 vac-
cines, and 18.55 crore have
received a single dose.

The idea is inspired from
“vaccine passports”, which
is a documentation proving
that a person has been vacci-
nated against COVID-19 and
will allow people to enter a
country more easily.

While it is exploring the
concept for travel within the
country, the Indian govern-
ment, however, firmly op-
posed the adoption of CO-
VID-19 vaccine passports at
the G7 meeting of Health Mi-
nisters last week on the
grounds that it was “hugely
discriminatory” against de-
veloping countries that have
lower rates of vaccination.

be opening on alternate days.
The circles have been
marked outside the shop to
ensure people maintain so-
cial distancing. Only two peo-
ple will be permitted inside
our shop at any given point.”

0dd-even confusion
Brijesh Goyal, chairman of
Chamber of Trade and Indus-
try, said there were some
doubts about the odd-even
rule in old Delhi markets
such as Chandni Chowk,
Kashmere Gate, Chawri Ba-
zar and Sadar Bazar because
there are many shops with
the same number. “We told
the shopkeepers to mark the
shops at their level and allot
numbers,” he said.
(With inputs from PTI)

MORE REPORTS ON » PAGE 2

12-hour hunger
strike across
Lakshadweep
for Patel’s recall

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

People across the islands
under the Lakshadweep
administration observed a
12-hour hunger strike on
Monday. The protests
which began at 6 a.m.,
were held at islanders’
homes in observance of
COVID-19 protocols as the
number of cases continue
to rise in the archipelago.
Residents held up placards
calling for the Centre to im-
mediately recall the is-
lands’ Administrator Praful
K. Patel.

The protesters also held
placards underwater in the
Arabian Sea and outside
their homes with slogans
like  “Revoke  LDAR”
(Lakshadweep  Develop-
ment Authority Regula-
tion) and “Justice for
Lakshadweep”.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

(, Centre can
procure up to 75%

of the doses and it will

provide them free to

States, even for the age

group 18-44... In private

facilities there will be a

cap of 150 per dose

as service charge

over the

cost of the

vaccine

NARENDRA
MOoDI
Prime Minister

the pandemic,” he said.

At the receiving end of
much criticism over vaccine
shortages, Prime Minister
Modi defended his govern-
ment’s record and capacity.

“When we were first elect-
ed in 2014, we found that
vaccine coverage under the
universal immunisation pro-
gramme was around 60%
and we quickly launched
‘Mission Indradhanush’ to
not only increase coverage
but we added other vaccines
to improve the health of our
children. When COVID-19
hit, our scientists got to work
to develop a vaccine to deal
with the disease. Govern-
ment of India set up a vac-
cine task force in April 2020
itself,” he said.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

18 feared
killed in Pune
factory fire

SHOUMOJIT BANER]JEE
PUNE

At least 18 people, of whom
15 are believed to be wo-
men, are feared killed in a
blaze following explosions
in a private chemical plant
in Pune’s Mulshi taluk on
Monday.

There were conflicting
reports of the exact num-
ber of workers trapped at
the time of the blaze, with
some officials giving the fi-
gure as 38 and others stat-
ing that the roll call showed
37.

Fire department person-
nel, who reached the scene
at 4 p.m., said they reco-
vered 11 bodies and that at
least two persons were
feared missing.

The death toll could rise
further, officials said.

According to Pune rural
authorities, a massive fire
was reported around 2.30
p.m. at the SVS Aqua Tech-
nologies, a company in
Urawade village near the
Pirangut MIDC area in Mul-
shi. It is believed that two
powerful explosions led to
the ensuing inferno.

“We have information
that over 35 workers were
inside the factory of which
20 were rescued. So far, 11
bodies have been reco-
vered. Most of them are
charred beyond recogni-
tion. The process of identi-
fication is on,” said a Fire
department official.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Complete internal
assessments by
June 28, says CBSE

It should be done online, schools told

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Schools which have pending
internal and practical as-
sessments for Class 12 must
complete them through on-
line mode only and submit
the marks by June 28, the
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) said in a
notification on Monday.

This comes as a CBSE pa-
nel is deliberating on how to
determine Class 12 results in
lieu of the cancelled board
examinations.

“Some schools have not
been able to complete the
school-based assessments in
various subjects due to the
pandemic. Schools with
pending practicals/internal
assessments are permitted
to conduct the same in only
online mode and upload
marks on the provided link
latest by 28.06.2021,” said
the notification issued by
CBSE Controller of Exami-
nations Sanyam Bhardwaj.

Practical exams

For practical examinations
of project evaluations, the
CBSE had appointed an ex-
ternal examiner who would
decide on a date and con-
duct online viva voces. For
internal assessment, the
subject teacher concerned
would test students based

A file photo of Class 12
students outside a Delhi
school =Rr.v. MoORTHY

on the instructions provid-
ed by the CBSE. The policy
for conducting such assess-
ments for private candi-
dates would be issued soon,
said Dr. Bhardwaj.

Examiners were warned
to “keep in mind that the
marks allotted should not
bunch towards the maxi-
mum marks which is highly
unlikely in view of diverse
levels of students”.

Dr. Bhardwaj is a part of
the 12-member panel set up
by the CBSE last week to de-
cide on objective criteria to
determine Class 12 results
after the exams were can-
celled. One of the options
being considered is using
the marks from students’ in-
ternal assessments, unit
tests, project and practical
work done through the year.
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(From left to right) Passengers at Kaushambi bus station in Ghazia
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Covaxin only for people who
oot it as first dose: Delhi govt.

HC commends steps taken by authorities to address vaccine shortage

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
The Delhi government on
Monday informed the High
Court that it has directed all
government centres, private
hospitals and nursing
homes that Covaxin will on-
ly be administered to those
in the 18-44 age group who
had received it as first dose.
It further informed that
an additional 40,000 vials of
Covaxin had been received
on June 6. The court was
hearing three pleas filed by
persons who were finding it
difficult to get the second
dose of Covaxin after getting
the first jab.

18-44 age group
Justice Rekha Palli com-
mended the proactive steps
taken by the Centre and Del-
hi government to address
Covaxin shortage, especially
for people who had taken
the first dose and were
struggling to get a second
dose before the six-week
window expires.

The HC was informed that

= BRI _E
A medical worker shows a
vial of Covaxin at a centre

in New Delhi. =FiLe PHOTO

the Delhi Chief Secretary is-
sued an order on June 6 stat-
ing that the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
(DDMA) has directed all priv-
ate hospitals and nursing
homes functioning as COVID
vaccination centres for Co-
vaxin to inoculate only those
in the 18-44 age group and
eligible for a second dose
during June.

On June 3, the Health De-
partment of the Delhi go-
vernment had issued similar
directions for government
vaccination centres.

One of the petitions, filed
by advocate Kushal Kumar,
sought direction to authori-
ties to urgently provide a se-
cond dose of Covaxin to
them as their allotted time
period for the second dose is
about to end. The plea said
the allotted time period for
the second dose of vaccine is
between May 31 to June 14.

Unable to book slot
Another petition was moved
by lawyer Ashish Virmani,
who received the first dose
of Covaxin on May 3 and
since May 29 has been un-
able to book a slot for receiv-
ing the second jab, which
has to be taken within six
weeks of the first dose. Sub-
sequently, he had to travel to
Meerut in Uttar Pradesh to
receive the second dose, ad-
vocate Pallav Mongia, repre-
senting Mr. Virmani, had
told the court.

A third petition, filed by
Rajeev Parashar, stated he
was administered the first
dose of Covaxin on March 4
and the second dose has to

be administered between
June 1-15.

Mr. Parashar, 35, said the
Delhi government’s decision
to put the vaccination drive
for 18-44 age group on hold
till June 10 puts him at signif-
icant risk of not getting the
second dose in time.

During the hearing, the
petitioners stated there are
many citizens whose six-
week period will end on
June 14. If they do not get the
second jab in time then the
whole exercise will be ren-
dered futile, they added.

The government counsel
sought time to take instruc-
tions on this aspect and the
HC posted the matter for
further hearing on June 11.
The HC also asked the coun-
sel to examine whether slots
for second dose could be
increased.

The Centre said the Co-
Win system sends automatic
SMS to beneficiaries every
third day — starting three
days before the second dose
due date — till the benefici-
ary books an appointment.

Metro services resume
with 50% seating capacity

Over 4.5 lakh passengers travelled across network till 8 p.m.

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
The Delhi Metro resumed
services on Monday after
nearly a month-long hiatus
due to the lockdown in the
Capital. Till 8 p.m., over 4.5
lakh passengers travelled
across the network, accord-
ing to the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC).
Operations resumed with
50% seating capacity and
commuters were not permit-
ted to stand inside the
coaches. Only 25 people
were allowed inside each
coach at any given time.
“The passenger journeys
performed on Monday was
in view of drastically re-
duced capacity owing to ad-
herence to guidelines issued
by the government,” DMRC
spokesperson Anuj Dayal.

Stations closed briefly
On the first day of opera-
tions, around 15 stations
were closed briefly during
morning and evening peak
hours, in a bid to ensure CO-
VID-appropriate behaviour.
Nine special flying squads

ST SIS IO AZY\Y Ml TENDER NOTICE '

Bihar Skill Development Mission (BSDM)
Department of Labour Resources, Government of Bihar
A-Wing, 5" Floor, Niyojan Bhawan, Bailey Road, Patna-800001
Phone: 0612-2528455 Fax: 0612-2535004
Email: biharskilldevelopmentmission@gmail.com Website: www.skillmissionbihar.org

Notice Inviting Request for Proposal

RFP No: BSDM/01/2021-2022

Additional Chief Secretary, Dept. of Labour Resources, Govt. of Bihar- cum- CEO, BSDM, invites

proposals (Two Bid System) from reputed and experienced Chartered Accountant Firms for

selection of Statutory Auditor, to conduct the Statutory Audit of Bihar Skill Development Mission

(BSDM) for the Financial Years 2020-21 to 2022-23.

Eligibility Criteria for participating Chartered Accountant Firms (CA Firms):

a.  The CAFirms must be empaneled with the C&AG and eligible for major audits.

b.  The CAFirms must be registered with ICAland GST Registration

c.  The CAFirms should have been in operation in India for at least 10 years after registration and
has its Head Office or Functional Branch Office in Patna, Bihar or will have to establish such
branch office post selection.

d. Average Annual Turnover of the bidder for the last three FYs ending on 31" March 2020 should
be equal to or greater than Rs. 50 lakhs.

e. At-least three different assignments of Statutory/Internal Audit of Central or State
Government Departments or their undertakings or corporations/PSUs entities (except Bank
Branch Audit/Concurrent Audit) which are having a turnover of not less than Rs. 75 crores in
anyone of the last 3 years (FY 17-18 to 19-20).

f.  Minimum Two, Full Time Partners associated with the firm for not less than 3 years with at
least one being a Fellow CA (As per latest Certificate of ICAl not issued before six months of the
date of this RFP)

g. CAFirmwho were Auditor of BSDM in any of last three FY (i.e. FY 17-18, 18-19, and 19-20) will
not be eligible to participate.

Document Fee and Tender Processing Fee: All Applicants have to pay a non-refundable Document

Fee of Rs. 10,000/- (Ten Thousand only) and Tender Processing Fee of Rs. 1,180.00 or as applicable

(One Thousand One Hundred Eighty only) through e-payment mode (i.e. NEFT/RTGS/Credit

Card/Debit Card) on E-Proc Portal.

Earnest Money Deposit (EMD): An EMD of Rs. 25,000/- (TwentyFiveThousand) through e-payment

mode only (i.e. NEFT/RTGS/Credit Card/Debit Card) on E-Proc Portal, well before the last date/time

for submission/ uploading of offer/Bid, failing which the bid will be rejected. This EMD will be non-
interest bearing and refundable. If the selected bidder fails to submit the requisite performance
guarantee or to execute the agreement, this EMD will be forfeited.

The Proposal has to be submitted through online mode on https://www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in and

can be searched by clicking the Tab “Tender” on home page of above website and then going to

Latest Tender by searching Department Name as “Labour Resources Department”.

The Proposal has to be submitted in online mode containing following cover stage-

A) Technical Bid OpenStage and B)Cost Bid Open Stage

The application procedure, eligibility criteria, evaluation methodology, terms and conditions and

the scope of work are detailed in this RFP which can be seen or downloaded from the “e-

Procurement Portal https://www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in and departmental website:

http://www.skillmissionbihar.org. The RFP will be available to download from the above websites

from 08.06.2021 to 07.07.2021 (15:00 Hrs.). The Pre-bid meeting will be held on 02:30 PM of

15.06.2021 at BSDM office.The last date for uploading of proposal/bid will be 08.07.2021 up to

15.00 Hrs. Technical Bid will be opened on or after 08.07.2021 post 16:00 Hrs.The Evaluation of Bids

will be under Least Cost System. Please refer RFP document for complete details.

The undersigned reserves the right to issue addendum/corrigendum/modification or to amend any

or all conditions of this RFP Document or to accept or reject any or all proposal(s) or to cancel the

whole of this RFP at any stage without assigning any reason thereof and no bidder shall have any
cause of action or claim against the undersigned for the same.

Mission Director,

Bihar Skill Development Mission,

Department of Labour Resources, Govt. of Bihar

PR. No. 002011 (LRD) 2021-22
et BRI S ey F fIw THEe w6 wea 3g oo ToIIFreeNo.:1 04 W IS FN AEH B

@y SOVERNMENT OF HARYANA === =TVl e

OPENING | AMOUNT
sr. | . OF | NAME OF WORK NOTICE DATE /EMD WEBSITE OF | NODAL OFFICER |
BOARD/ THE BOARD | CONTACT DETAILS
No. | BOARD TENDER CLOSING | (APPROX,) | JHEBOARD o
CoRe: DATE (TIME) |IN RUPEES :
LT XLPE AB CABLE OF
SIZE 3CX120+70 SQ.
MM AS PER NIGAM
1+ | UnByn | TEGHNICAL SPECIFICATION | - 04.06.2021 454 | e rymioin | 9023360202
NO. CSC-69/R-IIl/ DH/ 25.06.2021 CRORE T | cemm@uhbvn.org.in
UH/P&D/2020-21, RELEVANT
ISS WITH LATEST
AMENDMENT

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
Samvad 13/2022/40/3214/1/199/7|

of Bihar

: Prisons and Correctional Services,
(?’? Home Department (Prisons), Govt of Bihar
NOTICE INVITING TENDER(NIT)
Tender Reference No:- PCSHD/IT/05/2021-22
“Selection of Agency for Annual Maintenance Contract (AMC) of HP Servers for
Three Years in Central Prisons , District Prisons, Sub Prisons of Bihar for Smooth
Functioning of Prison ERP Modules”.

Prisons and Correctional Services intends to hire agency for Providing three years AMC services
of HP Servers (Model No-HPE ProLiant ML 10) installed in (08) Eight Central Prisons,(33)Thirty three
District Prisons and (15) Fifteen Sub Prisons of Bihar for Smooth functioning of Prison ERP Modules.

Hence e-Tender is being invited to welcome interested capable and reputed firm(s)/agency(s)
having experience in Providing AMC Services of HP servers in any Reputed Government
Central/State Organisation /PSUs/Reputed Private organization/ Universities in India.

Tender Documents containing further information about the, eligibility criteria, terms &
conditions can be downloaded from :- https://www.eproc.bihar.gov.in

Tender Schedule/Programme

Sl. Activity

Date/Time : Duration
No.

Up to 27/06/2021
Till (15:00 Hrs.)
(https://www.eproc.bihar.gov.in )

1. | Online Sale/Download date of Tender
document on
(https://www.eproc.bihar.gov.i n)

2. | Date/Time of Pre-Bid Meeting 15/06/2021 at 15.00 Hrs in the office of
Inspector General, Prisons and Correctional

Services,Old Secretariat,Patna-800015

3. | Submission of form fee & EMD through
online mode only on
(https://www.eproc.bihar.gov.i n)

Till 28/06/2021

Till 29/06/2021 Up to 15.00 Hrs.
(https://www.eproc.bihar.gov.in )

4. | Date/Time for submission/ uploading of
offer/Bid

30/06/2021 at 16:00 Hrs.
(https://www.eproc.bihar.gov.in )

5. | Date & time for opening of Technical Bid

6. | Date & time for opening of Financial Bid Date to be announced later by competent
authority on

(https://www.eproc.bihar.gov.in )

Mr. Kumar Bharat Bhushan,
Deputy Director (Computer)
Mobile no :7079479564

7. | Contact person/Nodal Officer for queries

Note:- Inspector General Prisons and Correctional Services reserves the right to reschedule, reject
or cancel the NIT, RFP or whole bidding process at any time. For further details please visit

website State.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar Inspector General

Prisons and Correctional Services,

PR. No. 001998 (Home) 2021-22 Home Department (Prisons), Govt of Bihar

<aer PRI B wa § R S Td wed ¥ @0 Ton Free o ] (4 v wiwss e

SR AME O WEBSITE OF THE NODAL
- BOARD CORD./AUTH OLD REFERENCE/NIT NO. NATURE OF CORRIGENDUM BOARD OFFICER/CONTACT
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Commuters wait to board at Rajiv Chowk metro station on

Monday after services resumed as part of the unlocking
process in the city. =sHIvV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

were also deployed for ran-
dom checks inside the trains
for violations, officials said.

“At least 84 passengers
were asked to deboard for
standing while travelling
and 73 were penalised for
not wearing masks. Around
106 passengers were coun-
selled to follow social dis-
tancing and wear masks pro-
perly,” Mr. Dayal said.

All norms and protocols
imposed earlier will conti-
nue to be followed, officials
said, while adding that entry
to stations will continue to
be restricted and gates will

be shut temporarily if sta-
tions get crowded.

Services on the Delhi Me-
tro network were complete-
ly suspended from May 10
while prior to that, from
April 19 to May 9 only people
engaged in essential services
were permitted to travel on
the network, on production
of valid identity cards.

The Delhi Metro had an-
nounced that services would
resume in a staggered man-
ner. The network is expect-
ed to operate at full strength
by Wednesday, DMRC offi-
cials said..

Noida Metro
to restart
tOmoIrrow

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NOIDA

The Noida-Greater Noida
Metro will resume services
for passengers from Wed-
nesday after a hiatus of ov-
er a month due to CO-
VID-19 lockdown, officials
said on Monday.

The announcement
comes close on the heels of
Delhi Metro resuming ser-
vices on Monday and Gau-
tam Buddh Nagar also re-
laxing restrictions that
were put in place due to
the COVID-induced
lockdown.

“Due to partial COVID
curfew, metro services on
the Noida Metro Rail Cor-
poration (NMRC) network
were suspended with effect
from May 1,” NMRC manag-
ing director Ritu Mahesh-
wari said.

Keeping in view the
night curfew and also to
discourage people to move
out due to the pandemic,
trains will be operated
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on
weekdays, she said. As
weekend curfew is still in
practice, train services will
not be operated on wee-
kends, she added.

Capital records fewest challans for
COVID-19 violations in two months

Over 1.2 lakh fines have been issued from April 19 to June 6

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi police fined 901
people on Sunday for violat-
ing various COVID-19 rules
that include not wearing
masks and not maintaining
social distancing.

This is the lowest since
March 28, officers said on
Monday.

At least 159 people were
fined for not maintaining
social distancing, they said.

On June 5, 1,883 challans
were issued and on June 4,
2,452 challans were issued.

The police said that out
of the total 901 challans, 742
challans were issued for not
wearing face masks.

According to police data,
on March 28, 730 people

City police checking vehicles
for COVID norm violations.
=FILE PHOTO

were fined for not wearing
masks and nine for not
maintaining social distanc-
ing. On March 29, at least
920 people were fined for
not wearing masks and 19
others for violating social
distancing norms.

FIR lodged over ‘illegal
vaccine camp in Gr. Noida

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NOIDA

Weeks after a vaccination
drive was organised at a re-
sident’s home in a Greater
Noida residential society,
the Gautam Buddha Nagar
police on Monday said they
had lodged an FIR against
the organisers for holding
the “illegal” camp.

The police said the FIR
was lodged based on a com-
plaint of Additional Chief
Medical Officer Neeraj Tya-
gi. Chief Medical Officer
Deepak Ohri said the camp,
organised on May 21 and 27
at the home of one Shubh
Gautam, was “without per-
mission”. He said 187 people
had been administered vac-
cine which they were told
was Covaxin.

Some of those who were
vaccinated were reportedly
given certificates saying
they received their jabs at
the Naurangabad wurban
primary health centre in Ali-
garh, according to officials.
The Hindu reviewed a certif-
icate that confirmed this.
Others received no confir-
mation, leaving them uncer-
tain about the second dose.

Shikhar Gaur, a 21-year-
old college student, said he,
along with his mother, re-
ceived the jabs on May 27.
But the CoWin portal did
not show their status as be-
ing vaccinated with the first
dose. He said the camp was
held at the residence of Mr.
Gautam and the partici-
pants were asked not to

click any pictures.

“The police is continu-
ously prosecuting people
who are breaking rules and
also sensitising them about
COVID-19. The process of
unlocking has started and
we urge people to follow
COVID-appropriate beha-
viour. Use face mask while
coming out of the house,
maintain social distance
and regularly sanitise their
hands. People should not
come out of their homes un-
necessarily despite the fact
that cases are declining,”
Delhi Police Additional Pu-
blic Relations Officer (PRO)
Anil Mittal said.

A total of 1,22,911 challans
have been issued by the pol-
ice from April 19 to June 6,
the data showed.

Post-COVID
facility
inaugurated

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

North Delhi Mayor Jai Pra-
kash on Monday inaugurat-
ed post-COVID care facili-
ties at Ayurvedic
Panchkarma Hospital in
Prashant Vihar aimed at
“speedy  normalisation”
post-treatment. “COVID pa-
tients take time to recover
completely. These Ayur-
vedic hospitals can be help-
ful,” Mr. Jai Prakash said.

In another develop-
ment, South Delhi Mayor
Anamika Mithilesh Singh
and Delhi BJP chief Adesh
Gupta gave away 10 lakh
relief each to the next of kin
of five SDMC employees
who lost their lives in the
line of duty.
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Timings
DELHI
TUESDAY, JUN. 08

RISE  05:24 SET 19:18

RISE 03:53 SET 17:33
WEDNESDAY, JUN. 09

RISE 05:23 SET 19:19

RISE 04:27 SET 18:27
THURSDAY, JUN. 10

RISE  05:23

RISE  05:06

SET 19:19
SET 19:23

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 40 26
Safdarjang 40 26
Palam 40 26

Delhi Palam Today

42°C Another hot day and
warm evening likely. Dry
weather with moderate gusty
winds during day.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
41°C Loo type situation likely
at day. Dry weather with
moderate gusty winds.
Evening also would remain
warm.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.

IN BRIEF

Data on children who
lost parent to COVID-19
NEW DELHI

Delhi's Women and Child
Development department
will collect data on children
who have lost one or both
parents to COVID so that
they can avail the benefits by
the government, officials said
on Monday. The data will be
collected with the assistance
of the health department,
said WCD Minister Rajendra
Pal Gautam.

Prime accused
in Asif murder
case arrested

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

The prime accused in the
Asif murder case was ar-
rested on Monday, the Nuh
police said. Thirteen ac-
cused have been accounted
for in the murder case so
far.

Acting on a tip-off, an SIT
led by DSP (Headquarters)
Sudhir Taneja arrested Ro-
hit alias Kala. He was on the
run after the murder.

The police said the ac-
cused was being interrogat-
ed and would be produced
before the court to seek his
police remand for further
interrogation and recovery
of weapons used in the
commission of crime.

Asif, a resident of Nuh’s
Khera Khalilpur, was re-
turning home from a medi-
cal store on May 16 evening
with Rashid and his friend
Wasif in a car when the ac-
cused allegedly waylaid
them at Atta village and kid-
napped him. He was later
found dead at Nangli village
in Sohna. Keeping in view
the gravity of the matter,
the SIT was constituted for
a thorough probe into the
matter and the arrest of the
accused.

Mr. Taneja said the re-
maining accused would be
arrested soon.

Two held for
killing man
during robbery

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Two persons have been ar-
rested for allegedly killing a
man during a robbery at-
tempt in Dwarka’, the pol-
ice said on Monday.

DCP (Dwarka) S.K. Mee-
na said the accused have
been identified as Yogesh
Sharma alias Lala (28), who
is involved in 12 cases of
robbery and Arms Act
among others, and Rohit
alias Bawla (22). They also
tried to kill the victim —
Udayvir Singh’s — wife Vid-
hya Devi.

On May 2, two persons
entered Singh’s house with
the intention to rob them
and choked him to death.
“Sharma knew that Singh
was rich and planned to rob
him along with his friends —
Rohit and Bablu. They en-
tered his house on the pre-
text of asking for a room on
rent. The accused then
killed Singh. They could not
find cash in the house and
soon fled the spot,” Mr.
Meena said.

Kejriwal announces campaign
“to vaccinate 45+ at local booths

Block-level officers to visit homes across civic wards to allot vaccination slots

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Monday announced
the Delhi government’s “Ja-
han Vote, Wahan Vaccina-
tion” campaign, which will
see block-level officers visit
citizens’ homes across the
280 civic wards in the city to
allot vaccination slots.

In 70 civic wards

Addressing a digital briefing
here, Mr. Kejriwal said go-
vernment teams will encour-
age citizens above 45 years
to get vaccinated at local
polling booths in 70 civic
wards on a rotational basis
till the entire city is covered.

E-rickshaws will be ar-
ranged to carry citizens to
polling booths. After those
above 45 years of age are
vaccinated in four weeks,
the government will carry
out a similar drive for the 18-
44 years category.

“Our aim is that within
four weeks, every person
above the age of 45 years will
get vaccinated. I believe
there will be no shortage of
vaccines given that the Cen-
tral government is providing

i~
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A healthcare worker administers a vaccine to a man inside a car
at the Commonwealth Games Village on Monday. =r.v. MOORTHY

Our aim is that
within four weeks,
every person above
the age of 45 years
will get vaccinated

ARVIND KEJRIWAL
Chief Minister

C

the vaccines for 45+,” he
said. According to the CM,
there were about 57 lakh citi-
zens aged above 45 in Delhi
of whom 27 lakh had been
administered the first dose.
He said very few people
were turning up for the jabs,
due to which, the govern-

ment has decided to go to
the people instead.

“The polling centers are
within walking distance so
people can easily walk to
these centers. The scheme is
going to start today [Mon-
day] in the 70 civic wards of
Delhi,” he said.

There were 272 civic
wards in Delhi but there
were two Assembly seg-
ments, which did not have
any ward; assuming four
wards each in these seg-
ments, Mr. Kejriwal said,
there were 280 wards, which

Sisodia thanks Supreme Court for its
ntervention on vaccination drives

Remark comes after PM says States will get free jabs from June 21

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Deputy Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia on Monday
thanked the Supreme Court
for its “intervention” on vac-
cination drives in the
country.

This comes after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi an-
nounced that States will be
provided free COVID vac-
cines from June 21.

Mr. Sisodia said it was

done after the Supreme
Court’s intervention and
blamed the Centre’s policies
for which States could not
buy doses directly.

“We express our gratitude
to the Hon’ble Supreme
Court that after the court’s
intervention, free vaccine
will be available to people of
all age groups across the
country. If the Central go-
vernment wanted, it could
have done this long ago, but

HC refuses to stay
order letting private
schools charge fees

Don't be just a populist govt., it says

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
The Delhi High Court on
Monday declined to put on
hold its May 31 order allow-
ing private unaided schools
in the Capital to collect an-
nual and development
charges from students for
the period after the lock-
down ended.

A Vacation Bench of Jus-
tice Rekha Palli and Justice

Amit Bansal said, “We are
rejecting the stay
application”.

‘Give money to schools’
“Don’t be just a populist go-
vernment. Give money to
schools also. They also need
money to run the schools.
They have to pay taxes also,”
the Bench added.

The High Court also is-
sued notice to the Action
Committee of Unaided Re-
cognised Private Schools,
which represents over 450
schools here, on the appeals
of city government, stu-
dents and NGO ‘Justice for
AIl' challenging the High
Court’s May 31 order. The
court will hear the case
again on July 12.

On May 31, the HC had
quashed orders issued by
the Department of Educa-
tion, Delhi government on
April 18, 2020, and August
28, 2020, restraining the
private school unaided
schools from collecting an-
nual charges and develop-
ment fees beyond the lock-
down period and deferring
it till physical opening of the
schools.

The Delhi government
contended the May 31 order
failed to appreciate the pow-
ers of the Department of

Education to pass such an
order. It’s counsel contend-
ed that the order was erro-
neous and prayed for stay-
ing the operation of the
verdict.

The Delhi government
has contended that its or-
ders of April and August last
year were issued in larger
public interest as due to the
COVID-19 lockdown people
were in financial crisis.

The private schools, re-
presented by senior advo-
cate Shyam Divan, opposed
the stay application on the
ground that the Delhi go-
vernment had no power to
interdict private contracts
between schools and stu-
dents’ parents.

The private schools said
the order had noted there
was no allegation of schools
indulging in profiteering in
this case and in the absence
of such allegation, there
could be no interference by
the Delhi government.

Advocates Khagesh Jha,
representing NGO Justice
for All and various parents,
argued the private schools
were asking for paying
charges for something
which is not being provided
to the students and the
schools have started harass-
ing the parents by asking to
deposit money.

due to the policies of the
center, neither the States
were able to buy the vaccine
nor the Central government
was giving it,” Mr. Sisodia
said in a tweet in Hindi.

SC on Centre’s policy

On June 2, the Supreme
Court questioned the
Centre’s policy of paid vacci-
nation for 18-44 age group,
saying it is “prima facie, ar-
bitrary and irrational”.

needed to be considered.

“Every week this initiative
will be carried out in 70
wards. These booth-level of-
ficers, for the next two days,
will visit every house. Then
they will give vaccination
slot to people above the age
of 45 years who are yet to be
vaccinated so that they can
come to the polling station at
a specific time,” he said.

“We will see whether
those who were given the
slots have turned up. For
those who do not turn up,
the booth-level officers will
go to their houses again.
They will make two rounds
and try to convince them to
come and get vaccinated,”
he also said.

In this manner, Mr. Kejri-
wal said, the government
planned to cover the city
within four weeks; after 2 to
3 months, he said, another
round would begin at polling
centers for the second dose.

“When we receive suffi-
cient amounts of vaccines
for those between 18-44
years, then in the next two
rounds we will vaccinate the
youth of Delhi within two
months,” he said.

Lowest daily casesin
~over three months

- Govt. receives 40K doses of Covaxin

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

Delhi reported 231 fresh CO-
VID-19 cases in 24 hours —
the lowest in more than
three months —taking the
total cases to 14,29,475, ac-
cording to a health bulletin
released by the Delhi go-
vernment on Monday.

The lowest number of
cases before this was report-
ed on March 2 — 217 cases.
Also, the test positivity rate
(TPR) fell to 0.36%. The last
time the TPR was less than
this was 0.31% on March 7.

A TPR of 0.36% means
that less than one person
out of 100 people taking CO-
VID-19 tests is now positive
for the virus. Also, 36 deaths
were reported, and the total
number of deaths stood at
24,627.

A total of 63,610 tests
were done in a day, the bul-
letin said.

Of the total cases,
13,99,640 people have reco-
vered and there are 5,208
active cases.

AAP MLA Atishi on Mon-
day said that the Delhi go-
vernment received 40,000
doses of Covaxin on Sunday.

“For the last two weeks,
there no vaccination drive

happening for the youth in
the government schools
about which people were
worried. Especially those
who got Covaxin in May and
was supposed to get the se-
cond dose within a span of 4
to 6 weeks,” Ms. Atishi said.

Only for second dose
“We are happy to tell you
that 40,000 doses of Covax-
in have been sent to us for
the age bracket of 18-44
years. With this, we are only
going to vaccinate those
who had received the first
dose of Covaxin in May,” she
said.

The total number of vac-
cines administered in Delhi
has reached 56,67,221, of
which 12.85 lakh people
have been vaccinated with
both doses.

Health Minister Satyen-
dar Jain on Monday said the
government is working on
revamping several existing
hospitals to increase the
number of beds and also
building new hospitals.

He made the comment
while inspecting ongoing re-
vamp work at the Sanjay
Gandhi Memorial Hospital
and Dr. Baba Saheb Ambed-
kar Hospital.

~‘Govt. keeping people away from

~ambit of Ayushman Bharat scheme’
Delhi BJP chief says scheme could have helped over 70L people

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Terming it the world’s lar-
gest healthcare insurance
scheme with 50 crore citi-
zens entitled to benefits of
%5 lakh a year, the BJP on
Monday demanded why the
Delhi government was keep-
ing the people away from
the ambit of Centre’s Ayush-
man Bharat scheme.

“If Delhi had also imple-
mented it, some 72.78 lakh

people would have benefit-
ed so far. In the absence of a
proper healthcare system,
Delhiites went through a
harrowing time,” Delhi BJP

president Adesh Gupta
alleged.
Leader of Opposition

Ramvir Singh Bidhuri al-
leged that scores of Delhi’s
citizens died during the se-
cond COVID wave but could
not avail of adequate treat-
ment. “The fact is that 32 go-

vernment and 49 private
hospitals in Delhi are listed
under this scheme but sadly
people could not get treat-
ment at these hospitals,” Mr.
Bidhuri alleged.

North East Delhi MP Ma-
noj Tiwari said had the Ay-
ushman Bharat scheme
been in force, Delhiites
whose parents are in U.P., Bi-
har or other States could
have been treated in the
Capital and vice-versa.

Cong. protests
outside pvt.
vaccine site

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Congress on
Monday protested outside
a drive-in vaccination
centre against the Delhi
government’s policy of set-
ting up private sites in-
stead of giving shots to all.

The workers along with
party chief Ch.. Anil Ku-
mar gheraoed Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Si-
sodia, who had come to in-
augurate a drive-through
vaccination centre at
Akshardham.

The party alleged that
the government was busy
inaugurating  premium
drive-through vaccination
centres, which would help
the private players make
huge profits. Mr. Kumar
said that Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal has been
fooling the people of Delhi
and telling them lies by
promising them free
vaccination.

“A large number of peo-
ple are still waiting for
their second dose even
two months after getting
their first jab. The Delhi
government has run short
of vaccines, while vaccines
were available in abun-
dance in private hospitals
and drive-through vacci-
nation centres, though
these centres charge over
1,600 per dose,” Mr. Ku-
mar said.

He alleged that the go-
vernment has been a total
failure in managing the
pandemic as well as the
vaccination drive.

Several Congress work-
ers were detained during
the protest.

Parents of infected children may be allowed inside hospital

Govt. committee
mulling to train
healthcare workers
to man ICUs

NIKHIL M BABU
NEW DELHI

An expert committee formed
by the Delhi government to
formulate action plans ahead
of a possible third wave is
considering whether parents
should be allowed inside hos-
pitals if their children get ad-
mitted with COVID-19.

The committee is also con-
sidering a plan to train more
healthcare workers to handle
intensive care units (ICUs) for
children, said sources privy
to the development.

The committee is yet to
make a final decision. It will

come up with a report in the
next two weeks regarding
treatment procedure for chil-
dren affected with COVID-19
and other preparations.

On Saturday, Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal had said
children will need different
types of equipment for treat-
ment. He also said a paedia-
tric task force was formed on
Friday to give its recommen-
dations separately.

On May 27, the Delhi go-
vernment formed an expert
committee headed by Addi-
tional Chief Secretary Satya

Gopal. The first objective of

the committee was to devise
a plan for handling a possible
third wave with a focus on
the “needs of children of the
city”, as per an official order.

The committee met at

Kin and healthcare workers
outside LNJP Hospital with a
COVID patientin thecity. =

FILE PHOTO: SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

least twice and also had a
meeting with the Chief Minis-
ter on Friday.

“Members of the commit-
tee suggested that parents of
children affected with CO-
VID-19 should be allowed in-

side the hospitals. This is be-
cause a four or five-year-old
child will keep crying if they
do not see their parents. If al-
lowed, the parents will have
to wear PPE Kkits,” a source
privy to the development
said. The source said the
committee is yet to fix an age
cap but currently, the com-
mittee is considering to allow
it for children below 14 years.

Members of the commit-
tee have also suggested that
there should be a pool of
trained personnel to work in
NICU (neonatal intensive
care unit) and PICU (pedia-
tric intensive care unit) in
case of a third wave.

“Beds can be increased if
there is a fresh wave, but
doctors, nurses, and even
nursing orderlies have to be

Exams fail to dampen DU students’ initiative

The collective has fed over 1,630 out-of-work daily wagers since second wave began
I

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A collective of students from
across Delhi University has
managed to feed over 1,630
out-of-work daily wagers and

labourers, over the series of

lockdowns in the Capital
since the second wave
wreaked havoc. Thanks to
funds generated via online
crowdfunding.

Efforts move online

With the exams round the
corner, their visits to dis-
tressed workers have been
restricted for the better part
of this month.

However, their efforts
have moved online and they
continue to bear their new-
found responsibility towards
distressed workers by mak-
ing digital payments to
neighbourhood shop own-
ers as and when required.

The ‘Feeding the Workers
in Delhi’ initiative has seen
the collective assist everyone

Volunteers of the ‘Feeding the Workers in Delhi' initiative help
the needy in the city. =spPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

from a family in Sangam Vi-

har, who lost their source of

income during the pandem-
ic even as they welcomed a
child last May, seek regular
medical treatment despite
the circumstances to work-
ers at Azadpur Mandi, Wazir-
pur and other areas where
daily wagers earn just ¥4 for
lifting 50 kg of weight.
“During distribution, we
keep in our mind that ration
should be ensured to the
most needy first. Our priori-

ty consists of specially abled,
elderly, widows, families
who lost their earning mem-
ber and people who lost
their jobs during the pan-
demic. For need assessment,
we take help of trade unions
or local community leaders,”
said Roshan Pandey from
the Delhi School of Social
Work (DSSW).

The biggest challenge
they faced during the drive,
according to Ankur Agraj
from DU’s Law Faculty, was

that of supply. “We are a stu-
dent collective which solely
depends on generosity of
our online donors. We never
have enough to give kits to all
those who need it. The pro-
blem of joblessness is a big
one. The government is not
doing enough,” he said.

The initiative has been tre-
mendously affected by the
Delhi University’s Open
Book Examinations (OBE),
said Ananya from DSSW,
with many students from
Delhi who are part of the in-
itiative in the final-year of
their respective courses,
making it difficult to visit
workers in distress.

“We cannot stop assisting
those in need. Given our ex-
ams, we have begun making
online payments to shop-
keepers on behalf of workers
as and when they buy essen-
tial items from them till the
time we can take up the dis-
tribution drive ourselves,”
Mr. Pandey added.

trained to handle children.
So, the committee is also
mooting to train a group of
healthcare workers before
the third wave to deal with
children,” another source
said.

Panel on helpline

The committee has also dis-
cussed the possibility of a dif-
ferent helpline number or a
separate section of the main
helpline number, where fa-
mily members can call in
case of an emergency for
children.

On Monday, the Delhi go-
vernment said the depart-
ment of women and child de-
velopment along with the
Health Department are to-
gether preparing a roadmap
to tackle the third wave.
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Bomb scare
in Srinagar

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR
A Bomb Disposal Squad
(BDS) of the security forces
was rushed to the busy Sri-
nagar Municipal Corpora-
tion (SMC) office on Monday
evening after a suspicious
object was found in its
vicinity.

“The BDS is on the job
and is ascertaining the na-
ture of the object,” an offi-

MOHAMMED IQBAL

JAIPUR

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ash-
ok Gehlot on Monday said
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di had made an “unsuccess-
ful attempt” to blame the

cial said. State governments while an-
nouncing centralised pro-
Traffic stopped curement of vaccines against

Traffic was stopped in the
area, a high security zone
with the buildings of the
SMC and District Police
Lines housing the offices of
senior police officers adja-
cent to each other.

The operation of the BDS
was on when this report
was being filed. Earlier in
the day, security agencies
were tipped off about the
presence of explosives in
Saimoh area of Tral in South
Kashmir's Pulwama district.

On Sunday, explosives
were also defused in Srina-
gar's Chanapora area.

COVID-19 and their free sup-
ply to States. “No State had
suggested making payment
from its budget for vaccinat-
ing the people of 18 to 44
years of age,” he said.

‘Wrong decision’

While affirming that Mr. Modi
was forced to withdraw his
“wrong decision” because of
the strong public sentiments
as well as the Congress’ cam-
paign for free universal vacci-
nation, Mr. Gehlot said the
Prime Minister should tell the
nation as to which States had
asked for paid vaccination.

Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot

“I don’t know of any State
government which raised
such a demand. It seems the
Prime Minister’s advisers
have fed him wrong informa-
tion,” Mr. Gehlot tweeted.

He said he had himself
raised the issue at a video-
conference meeting with Mr.
Modi on April 23 and request-
ed him to ensure free vacci-
nation for all, including those
of 18 to 44 years, by the
Centre.

“Der Aaye Durust Aaaye

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General Public is hereby informed that
an unidentified dead body of a male | ,
Namely Unknown S/o Unknown, R/o |&q
Unknown Age: about 30 years, Height:
5'5", Complexion: Fair, Face: Long,
Built: Thin, Hair: Black with black Beard,
moustache, ID: Has got injured in a road
traffic accident, Wearing: Dark blue
coloured shirt, black coloured jeans and
black coloured shoes in feet, has been
found dead on 05.06.2021 at 10:53 PM at
Western Carriageway, Before IP Flyover on Mahatma Gandhi
Road, Delhi. The dead body has been preserved for 72 hours at
the Mortuary of Maulana Azad Medical College Hospital, Delhi.
In this regard a FIR No. 134/21 U/S 279/304A IPC dated
06.06.2021 has been lodged at P.S. I.P. Estate, Delhi.

If any one having any clue about deceased male may kindly
inform the undersigned and contact on following numbers. SHO

P.S. I.P. Estate, Delhi

Ph.: 011-23378387, 23370928
8750870426

DP/822/CD/2021

e AferomHt firear (Sfarun) STREUE We Hee
; 32-TAT g, TEGA
M(WFFW) H 013572742028,‘1?1?!? : 0135-2746137
“Eﬂmm”
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o
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famian : 07 57, 2021
E-Tendering Notice

S. | Name of Work Costof | Time& | LastDate | Earnest| Bid
No. Tender | Date of |[for Receive| Money | Opening

download | of Online Date

the Tender Bids

1 |SEgA TR S gver| I |08.06.2021| 23.06.2021| % [24.06.2021

ST @ a7=d 7q|5000.00| from upto  |90000.00 at
e 4T e § +G.S.T.|11.00am. | 5.00p.m. 3.00 p.m

v e onaz| @187

fast (ROB) @& HIROT
qd | raferd

They face charges
of manhandling
the local body’s
Commissioner

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR

The Congress government in
Rajasthan has suspended Jai-
pur Greater Municipal Corpo-
ration’s Mayor Somya Gurjar
and three municipal council-
lors on charges of manhan-
dling the local body’s Com-
missioner during a

No State asked for paid |
vaccination, says Gehlot

‘Modi made an unsuccessful attempt to blame State govts.

(better late than never),” Mr.
Gehlot said, and added that
several State governments,
including Rajasthan, had to
approach the Supreme Court
for seeking directions to the
Centre to float global tenders
for procuring vaccines and
supply them to the States.

The Congress leadership
and the entire Opposition
had raised the voice against
the Centre’s wrong vaccina-
tion policies, he said.

Higher rates

The vaccination exercise in
Rajasthan was halted several
times in the absence of suffi-
cient number of doses. The
global expression of interest
issued by the State govern-
ment for urgent procurement
of vaccines last month did
not yield the desired results,
as the interested companies
quoted much higher rates
than the market prices.

discussion on payment of
dues to a garbage collecting
firm which was on strike.

Ms. Gurjar and two of the
suspended councillors were
elected on the BJP ticket in
the local body poll held in No-
vember last year. The State
government has also decided
to conduct a judicial inquiry
into the matter involving the
alleged attack on Municipal
Corporation’s Commissioner
Yagya Mitra Singhdeo.

The Local Self-Govern-
ment Department issued the
orders for suspension late on

JAMMU AND KASHMIR POLICE

DISTRICT POLICE HEADQUARTERS JAMMU
0191-2561578 (0), 0191-254780 (F) Email:- sspjammu@jkpolice.go.in

LOOK OUT NOTICE

As intimated by IC PP Belicharana,
Jammu vide communication No. 79/5-
1/PPB dated 01.06.2021 that one Om
Singh S/o Hans Raj R/o Doda Basti,
Belicharana, Jammu has been missing
since 28.05.2021. Accordingly, a missing
report was entered at PP Belicharana vide
DDR No. 04 dated 29.05.2021.
As such photograph of missing Om Singh
S/o Hans Raj R/o Doda Basti, Belicharana,
Jammu is being published with the
consent of his legal heir for the information
of Police establishments/public in general
and if anybody having any clue related to
his whereabouts / present location, kindly

Oppn. in Punjab corners Cong. govt.

SAD, AAP should stage their protests outside PM’s residence, says Health Minister

VIKAS VASUDEVA

CHANDIGARH

Amid controversy over the
sale of COVID-19 vaccine by
the Punjab government to
private hospitals, the Oppo-
sition parties are making the
most to corner the Congress
government ahead of the As-
sembly polls due early next
year.

While the principal Oppo-
sition, the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), held a sit-in protest
outside the residence of
State Health Minister Balbir
Singh Sidhu in Mohali on
Sunday, the members of the
Shiromani Akali Dal on Mon-
day staged a protest outside
Mr. Sidhu’s house, demand-
ing his dismissal over ‘vac-
cine scam’.

The Health Minister, ho-
wever, hit back accusing
both the SAD and AAP of in-
volving in theatrics and ask-
ing the parties to stage their
protests (dharnas) outside
the residence of Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi. “But I
know you cannot do that as

Sunday night. Department’s
Special Secretary Deepak
Nandi said since the conti-
nuance of the Mayor and the
three councillors in office
could influence the judicial
inquiry, they had been sus-
pended with immediate
effect.

2 councillors from BJP

The three suspended council-
lors were Paras Jain and Ajay
Singh Chauhan (both from
the BJP) and Shankar Sharma
(independent). The incident
happened on Friday last,

Chandigarh on Monday. =pmi

Sukhbir and other Akalis are
too scared of Modi, and AAP
and Kejriwal are the ‘B’ team
of the BJP,” he said.

‘Dismiss Minister’
Former Deputy Chief Minis-
ter and SAD president, Sukh-
bir Singh Badal, who led the
protest, demanded dismissal
of Mr. Sidhu over the alleged
‘vaccine scam’. “If by June
15, the Health Minister is not
dismissed, the SAD would
gherao the residence of
Chief Minister Amarinder
Singh,” he said.

“We will continue to strive

when Mr. Singhdeo went to
the inner room in the Mayor’s
office to discuss the issue of
payment of dues to the firm
engaged in door-to-door gar-
bage collection.

The councillors allegedly
abused and attacked Mr.
Singhdeo in the presence of
Ms. Gurjar when he suggest-
ed that the firm’s workers be
convinced to collect the gar-
bage by paying them an
amount for fuel in their vans,
in view of the Rajasthan High
Court’s recent order. The
councillors allegedly exerted

to ensure justice to the peo-
ple of Punjab in the vaccine
scam....This amounts to
playing with lives and is re-
prehensible. If the Health
Minister is not dismissed, we
will approach the Governor
as well as the courts for jus-
tice,” said Mr. Badal.

‘File a case’
AAP members had also de-
manded that Mr. Sidhu be
sacked from the Cabinet and
a criminal case registered
against him.

Facing criticism from sev-
eral quarters, the State go-

Jaipur Greater Mayor, three councillors suspended

pressure on the Commission-
er to give an order for alterna-
tive arrangements.

Will fight for justice: BJP

The Opposition BJP reacted
sharply to the suspension or-
ders and said it would “fight
for justice”. BJP State presi-
dent Satish Poonia said the
suspension of elected Mayor
and councillors would lead to
the fall of the Congress in the
State. “Vinash Kale, Vipreet
Buddhi (As doom approach-
es, the mind goes awry),” Mr.
Poonia tweeted.

Test positivity rate stays below
10% for second day in Odisha

Experts attribute the fall to strict curbs, growing awareness

STAFF REPORTER
BHUBANESWAR

The test positivity rate (TPR)
in Odisha remained below
10% for a second straight
day on Monday, indicating
improvement in the CO-
VID-19 situation in the State.

TPR is the number of pos-
itive cases identified for ev-
ery 100 tests.

Health experts attributed
the fall in TPR, which was
once hovering around 23%
in Odisha, to lockdown res-
trictions and  growing
awareness among people
about the contagion.

In the past 24 hours, Od-
isha conducted 67,178 tests,

of which 6,118 turned posi-
tive for coronavirus. The
TPR stood at 9.10%. Similar-
ly, 71,973 samples were test-
ed in the previous 24 hours
on Sunday. As many as
7,002 persons tested posi-
tive. The TPR was 9.72%.
The TPR that swung bet-
ween 15% and 23% last
month dropped below 10%
for the first time on Sunday.

Recovery rate improves

The recovery rate has also
jumped above 90% in June,
with daily recoveries ex-
ceeding daily cases consis-
tently for the past few days.
This has led to a sharp drop

in active cases.

The number of active cas-
es, which crossed the one-
lakh mark in May, has
dipped to 76,750.

According to the Public
Health Department, the da-
ta indicated that the peak of
the second wave had passed
in the State.

The daily fatalities, ho-
wever, do not correspond to
the downward trend in pos-
itive cases.

For the past one week,
the State has been averaging
daily deaths over 35. The
State reported 41 deaths on
Monday, with the overall
death toll crossing 3,000.

vernment had last week de-
cided to withdraw its
decision of providing one-
time limited COVID-19 vac-
cine doses to 18-44 age group
people through private hos-
pitals. The Opposition par-
ties, however, are in no
mood to relent.

Mr. Sidhu said the SAD
and AAP were fighting a bat-
tle for survival and compet-
ing to outdo each other.
“Both the parties have lost
their relevance in the State,”
he said. On the issue of sup-
plying vaccines to private
hospitals, Mr. Sidhu said, it
was a government decision
taken in good faith.

Meanwhile, Capt. Amarin-
der directed the Director
General of Police to register
cases under the Disaster
Management Act against the
Opposition leaders and
workers who have been stag-
ing ‘dharnas’. He termed
these acts ‘irresponsible and
utter violation of the curbs in
place in the State in view of
the pandemic spread’.

Board exams:
Tripura govt.
seeks opinion

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
AGARTALA

The Tripura government
has sought opinion from
parents and experts to
take a decision over hold-
ing of secondary and high-
er secondary examina-
tions in the State amid the
pandemic.

State’s Education Minis-
ter Ratan Lal Nath has said
that he will chair a meeting
here on June 14 where opi-
nions and suggestions will
be thoroughly discussed.

“Senior officials of the
tribal autonomous district
council, prominent psy-
chiatrists and former Edu-
cation Ministers will be in-
vited at the meeting. After
the meeting we will de-
clare a final decision”, Mr.
Nath told newsmen on
Monday.

‘No ex-parte decision’
The Minister clarified that
the decision on holding or
not holding the exams will
depend on opinions of pa-
rents of the students and
notable persons who will
be attending the meeting.
He further said that the
State government will not
take any ex-parte decision
in this pandemic situation.

Parents can send their
suggestion to the relevant
segment of a new Tripura
Board of Secondary Edu-
cation website TBSE.gov.in
from tomorrow.

qUTig AR < g; communicate the same on the below
P I WR 3 :|§ mentioned contact/Telephone numbers
HaR éﬂ o™ Description Roll
S & B | Name : Om Singh S/o Hans Raj R/o Doda Basti, Belicharana, Jammu
Only Registered contractors/Firms of Uttarakhand Jal Sansthan ﬁg? ht g%yyyears
registered in minimum “B-Class” for above work (Sewer Work) category Facge © Around
will be allowed to take part in the tender. Tenderer must have adequate Complexion " Fair
experience of work of similar nature, in a Govt. department or Govt. Build Healthy
Organization/Undertaking. . Contacts/Telephone Numbers:-
Rest Terms and conditions may be seen in Tender Document. 1. DPO. Jammu . 0191-2547807. 0191-2561578
rfergmet WFWT (e 2. SSP Jammu Mail 1.D sspjammu@jkpolice.gov.in
FEEUS 9 W6, 0G| [3. PCR Jammu 0191-254200
4. SP City South, Jammu 0191-2433778
Classell LDy sl B PUBLIC HOTICE b SHOPS Satwat 01912430364
. atwari -
TO ADVERTISE: PUBLIC NOTICE .
www.thehinduads.com Public at large are hereby informed that 7. 1C PP Belicharana 9797473299 Sd/-
M/s Parshwa Accessories Pvt. Ltd. For Sr. Superintendent of Police,
EDUCATIONAL claims to be the absolute owner and in DIP/J-2123/21 Jammu
possession of Property No. GP-50,
Situated at Industrial Estate, Sector-18, DEATH ANNIVERSARIES
Udyog Vihar, Tehsil & Distt. Gurgaon,
Haryana (for short 'said property'), on the OBITUARY &
A basis of Sale Deed dated 21.12.2009 REMEMBRANCE FIFTH ANNIVERSARY

executed by M/s Bombay Commercial
Syndicate through its partner Prabhjot
Singh Chandhok.

Said M/s Parshwa Accessories Pvt. Ltd.
claims to have lost the Originals of Regular

OP FA

Read Exact Content for Prelims.

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH

DEPARTMENT OF POWER

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (E)
STATE LOAD DISPATCH CENTRE DIVISION

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES

Letter of Allotment, Possession Certificate,
& Conveyance Deed registered dated
21.12.2009 (in the name of M/s Bombay
Commercial Syndicate) & Re-Allotment
Letter dated 23.05.2013 (in the name of
M/s Parshwa Accessories Pvt. Ltd.), being
part of the property documents related to
said property.

Now, M/s Parshwa Accessories Pvt. Ltd.
is proposing to mortgage said property with
our client M/s HDFC Bank Ltd. against the
loan facility being availed by it.

If any person(s) is/are having any kind of
claims of whatsoever nature on the said
property or any kind of objections about the
proposed mortgage transaction, s/he/they
may lodge such claims or objections with
supporting documents, to the undersigned,
within 7 days from the date of publication of
this notice, as otherwise it would be
presumed in good faith that there are no
subsisting claims on the said property or
objections to the proposed mortgage

CORRECTLY SOLVE 80+ QUES IN GS
Beat the Competition on 10th Oct.

Our Booklets Delivered:
84 Ques in Prelims 2019
82 Ques in Prelims 2020

Complete Pack for Prelims
Download 200 Pages PDF Free

be ENtATIG DIN
PHONE 9463838383

PUBLIC NOTICE

Itis informed to all general public that my clients Sh.
Jai Bhagwan S/0 Sh. Gyan Singh and Sh. Gyan Singh
S/o Sh. Gulzar Singh both R/0 177/1, Neb Sarai, New
Delhi have severed all relations with Sh. Sumit
Shokeen. They have disowned Sh. Sumit Shokeen
from their movable and immovable properties due to
his disobedience. Sh. Sumit Shokeen would not get
any benefit from the properties of my above said| |transactionatall.
clients. My clients would not be responsible in any Mohd. Raees (Advocate)
manner if any person enters into any contract/ R&P Legal
agreement with Sh. Sumit Shokeen. Advocates & Legal Consultants
Narendra Sharma (Advocate) 1-1693, Cittaranjan Park, New Delhi -110019)
Chamber No. 742, Lawyer’s Block, District Court Mobile No: 9654708907

Saket, New Delhi-110017 Ph. 011-46063838, 41018803 Extn. 106

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Eleventh Anniversary

S5.5SHANMUGAVADIVEL

RAJ BHAWAN POWER HOUSE, P-SECTOR, ITANAGAR-791111
E-mail: eesldcitaap@gmail.com

PRESS NOTICE INVITING TENDER
No. SLDC/W-106(B)/(Tender-PSDF)/2021-22/ Dated,

The earlier Tender No. SLDC/W-106(B)/(Tender-PSDF)/2021-22/169-218,
Dtd 28/05/2021 which could not be Re-Tendered as per order No. SE/
SO-PSC/W-24/2021-22/83-90, Dtd. 06/05/2021 due to the extension of
Lock-Down w.e.f. 31st May 2021 to 7th June 2021 vide Order No. DM/ICC/
COVID-01/2019-01, dated 29th May 2021, the Executive Engineer (E), SLDC
Division, Department of Power, Government of A.P. on behalf of the Governor

ANDHRA PRADESH POWER GENERATION CORPORATION LIMITED

VIDYUTH SOUDHA :: VIJAYAWADA
NOTICE

APGENCO has modified the procedure for method of Direct Recruitment
of Assistant Executive Engineers vide G.0.0.No.52/CGM{Adm IS&GERP ¥
2021, Dated: 19.05 202 1{refer website www.apgenco.gov.in for details)
For future recruitments, it shall be through valid Gate Score (one-year
walidity) instead of conducting written test and the selection is based on
valid gate score only without any interviews. For further details visit wabsite:
WWW.apgenco.gov.in

B.A.B.L.D.58.

NAMBUNGAL
R.NARAYANAN

Rtd. Asst Commissioner

of Labour, Channal.
Fondly remembered by the FAMILY

DOD - 08.06.2010

For enquiries on

announcements in this

of Arunachal Pradesh do here by extend the submission of the bids for the work
“Rectification of deficiencies and renovation of the grid sub-station of
Department of Power, Arunachal Pradesh (SH: Package-lll; Sub-Station
Equipments)” on or before 11:00hrs on 21/06/2021 from eligible and
reputed contractors, manufacturers, service providers and system integrators
for turnkey/work execution, test operation and maintenance as per details of
time schedule mentioned in the NIT posted at www.power.arunachal.gov.in.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PWD (R&B) SPL. SUB. DIVISION MAHORE

section, please contact our
office at the following number

between 10a.m. and 8p.m.

Rate for New Delhi:
(Minimum Rs. 320/- 2 Lines
Extra Line - Rs.160/-)

INDIAN NURSERYMEN ASSOCIATION
08.06.2021

Indian Nurserymen Association is planning
to execute the following projects:
1. INA Exhibitions- Delhi and Pune

Due to Covid-19 Pandemic
Lockdown, the due date & time
for submission of Expression of

We Migs vor.
Family & Friends

(B/W Display): Rs.60/Per Sq.cm
(Clr Display) : Rs.70/Per Sq.cm

DIPR /ARN /00636-40/21

for viewing and pre-assessment.

Executive Engineer (E), s.

Department of Power, Itanagar.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Fresh e-NIT No:- 04 of 2021-22 Dated:-29-05-2021

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of J&K UT, Tenders are invited by Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Spl. Sub. Division
Mahore by e-tendering mode on Percentage (%) basis from approved and eligible contractors registered with J&K|
State Govt./CPWD/MES and Railways for the following work

New Delhi : 011- 43579797

2. INA You-tube Project Interest (EOI) for Engaging

Ph: D44- 2433 8787

Log on to

3. INA Directory

4. INA Coffee Table Book
5. INAiLab Portal

6. INA Membership Kit

Agencies as CONSULTANT
for supporting KERALA STATE
POULTRY DEVELOPMENT

NINTH ANNIVERSARY

www.thehinduads.com

CORPORATION LTD (KEPCO) (in
Preparing DETAILED PROJECT
REPORT and for providing
CONSULTANCY SERVICES) for
SETTING-UP A SEMI-
AUTOMATIC POULTRY MEAT
PROCESSING PLANT is
Extended up to 30.06.2021
at 04.30 pm. EOI Document
can be downloaded from
www.kepco.co.in / www.kepco
news.blogspot.com. For
enquiries/clarifications feel free
to contact in 9495000910/

9495000930‘Sd/-, MD, KEPCO

7. INA Seminars, Workshops & conferences
8. INA Training Programs (Online)
9. Other INA Project

This is an invitation of interest from reputed
organizations/ consultancies/ agencies
having relevant experience in consulting
activities for the aforementioned projects.
Kindly submit separate proposal for each
project. The rates quoted will be valid for
next 60 days of English calendar.
Interested companies, may collect detailed
Tender T&C from our Head Office and send
their proposal latest by 15th of June 2021
to our office.
Office Address- 15, Aurobindo Apartment
Adchini, New Delhi 110017
Mr. Mukul Tyagi

General Secretary|

Indian Nurserymen Association

R.PADMAVATHI
“Years becoming a decade,
but am still thinking of your.
sweel mamaories in silenl lears.”

Radhakrishnan R (RK)

For Placing Advertisements

Online

In memory of your loved ones

To dedicate a space in this section,
Please contact:

011-43579797

from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. &
For Placing Advertisements
Online log on to

www.thehinduads.com
DONATE EYES-GIFT SIGHT

Delhi.

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION K

General public is hereby informed
that one unidentified dead body of
male Namely: Unknown,
Unknown, R/o: Unknown, Age:
approx. 35 Years, Complexion:
Wheatish, Height: 5' 11", Face:
Round, Built:
Brown colour cheek shirt and blue
colour pant, who was at found
behind Monesty Market,
Lines, Delhi. In this regard a case DD No. 26A Dated | |*
26.05.2021 has been registered at P.S. Civil Lines, | |2

S/o:

Thin, Wearing:

Civil

Any person having any information or clue about the | |7
above deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned
on the following address or telephone nos.

P.S: Civil Lines, Delhi
DP/1249/N/2021(UIDB) Tel.: 011-23810633, 23815444

eer | Name of Work Name | Estt. Cost| Costof | EarnestMoney Time | Class of | Head of
SLDC Division, No of Div.| (InLacs) | Document (ing) Allowed for | Cotrctor | Accounts
(in%) Completion
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Construction of Dhamni to 584.59 | 6000/~ E 18 Hot Mix | Languishing
Dewal road L 7.00 kms under s 2 E months Plant
Languishing LUPCODE 2591 © c g 9 Holder
-8 25sE 1 AAY
o< s2c®
3 8 S E >
- x= oo R ——
Improvement/ug gradationof| ~'c | 330.16 | 5,000/ 3=2€E3F 18 Hot Mix | Languishing
2 |Dharmari to Thuroo road L= g-g 2 832 months | Plant
5.50kms under Languishing| & 'S asks2 Holder
LUPCODE 2592 a /AAY
Position of Land = Available Position of funds = Available
Position of AAA = Accorded Position of TS = Accorded

The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of]
quantities (B.O.Q), set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the|
departmental website http://jktenders.gov.in as per below schedule:

1 | Dateofissue of Tender Notice

29-05-2021.

2 | Period of downloading of bidding documents

31-05-2021 to 12-06-2021,6.00 P.M

3 | Date, Time and Place of pre-bid meeting

07-06--2021 at 12.00 P.M in the Office of the|
Superintending Engineer PWD(R&B) Circle,
Udhampur.

Online Bid submission Start Date

31-05-2021, 10. 00A.M

Online Bid submission End Date

12-06-2021,5.00 P.M

6 | Date & Time of Opening of Technical Bids (Online)1

4-06-2021 at 12.00 P.M in the office of the|
Superintending Engineer PWD(R&B) Circle,
Udhampur.

Date & Time of Opening of Financial Bids (Online)

To be notified after technical bid evaluation is|
completed.

cM

K »

Sdr]
DIP/J-2161/21 PWD (R88)Sp. Sub. Division Mohore,

Sd/- SHO
.o ) A ND-NDE
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BJP brought in unaccounted funds: CM

Clarify decision on sale
of land to JSW: HC
BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court on
Monday asked the State
government to clarify its
decision related to the sale of
3,677 acres of land to JSW
Ltd., Ballari, at a meagre
¥1.22 lakh per acre, and
submit the documents
related to decisions taken in
this regard. A Division Bench
comprising Chief Justice
Abhay Shreeniwas Oka and
Justice Suraj Govindaraj
issued the direction on a
Public Interest Litigation
(PIL) petition filed by K.A.
Paul, a Bengaluru resident.

Former Minister Mumtaz
Ali Khan passes away
BENGALURU

Former Minister Mumtaz Ali
Khan, 94, passed away here
at his residence on Monday.
He held the portfolio of Haj,
Wakf and Minority Welfare in
the B.S. Yediyurappa Ministry
in 2008. As there was no
legislator in the BJP from the
minority communities, Mr.
Khan was brought into the
Cabinet. As he was not a
member of the legislature, he
was made an MLC. He had
gone with Mr. Yediyurappa
when the latter launched the
Karnataka Janata Party.

Eatala entry into BJP
either on June 13 or 14
HYDERABAD

Former Telangana Health
Minister Eatala Rajendra is
scheduled to pay another visit
to New Delhi either on June
13 or 14 to formally join the
BJP in the presence of party
national president J.P. Nadda,
it is learnt here on Monday.
Party sources said Telangana
BJP president Bandi Sanjay
Kumar, who has been in
constant touch with the ex-
Telangana Rashtra Samithi
(TRS) leader, would be talking
to the latter again on Monday
night before finalising the
time and date of the joining.

Cong. for truthful
probe into the
Kodakara case

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan on Monday told
the Assembly that the BJP
had moved unaccounted-for
money into the State during
the 2021 Assembly election
campaign.

The Chief Minister was re-
plying to a notice for leave of
the Assembly to discuss an
adjournment motion by
Congress legislator Shafi Pa-
rambil, who demanded that
the House discuss the case to
ensure a “truthful” police in-
vestigation into the alleged
movement and subsequent
highway robbery of the
“BJP’s unaccounted election
funds” at Kodakara in Thris-
sur on April 3, merely three

Charges put forth

: BJP supporters during an election

campaign in Kochi, Kerala, in March. sp7i

days prior to the Assembly
election on April 6.

Mr. Vijayan said the BJP
had laid down a smoke-
screen of lies against the pre-
vious Left Democratic Front
(LDF) government to cloak
its illegal influence-creation
operation fuelled by unac-
counted money. The Con-
gress had amplified the BJP’s
false messaging, parroting

the lies spread by “unprofes-
sional” Central investigators,
he said, without specifying
the UAE gold smuggling con-
troversy that dogged the pre-
vious LDF government at the
fag end of its term.

‘Crime against polity’

The Chief Minister said black
money endangered the sanc-
tity of the electoral process

Court gives nod for

case against Surendran
KASARAGOD

The Kasaragod First Class
Judicial Magistrate Court on
Monday granted permission to
file a case against BJP State
president K. Surendran. The
order came in connection with a
petition filed by CPI(M) leader
V.V. Rameshan demanding the
arrest of BJP leaders who
allegedly paid money to a
candidate to withdraw his
nomination from Manjeshwar.

and derailed statutory and
truthful accounting of elec-
tion expenditure. “The Ko-
dakara case was a grave
crime against the polity in
that sense.”

The State police have ar-
rested 20 persons and reco-
vered 1.12 crore out of the
estimated 3.5 crore stolen
during the highway robbery.
They have also seized 347

Protect LGBTQIA+ community: HC

Rope in NGOs that can provide assistance till a law is enacted, it directs Centre

MOHAMED IMRANULLAH S.
CHENNAI
Empathising with the les-
bian, gay, bisexual, transgen-
der, queer, intersex, asexual
and such others’ (LGBTQIA+)
community, the Madras
High Court on Monday di-
rected the Union Ministry of
Social Justice and Empower-
ment to enlist non-govern-
mental organisations (NGOs)
that could provide counsell-
ing, monetary support, legal
assistance and protection to
them until a law could be
enacted to protect them.
Justice N. Anand Venka-
tesh ordered that the Minis-
try upload the details of the
NGOs, along with their ad-
dress, contact details and
the services provided by
them, on its website within
eight weeks and revise the
information  periodically.

Any person who faced an is-
sue because he/she/they be-
longed to the LGBTQIA+
community could approach
any of the enlisted NGOs for
safeguarding their rights, the
judge said.

It was also ordered that
the NGOs, in consultation
with the Ministry, should
maintain confidential re-
cords of such persons who
approached them and the
aggregate data be submitted

to the Ministry bi-annually.
Making it clear that the vic-
tims should be provided
need-based relief, the court
said the NGOs should also
coordinate with the police
with respect to offences
committed against them.

The court further ordered
that appropriate changes be
made to the existing govern-
ment short stay homes, an-
ganwadi shelters, Garima
Greh (shelter home for trans-
gender persons) for provid-
ing accommodation, food,
medical care and recreation-
al facilities to those from the
community in need of such
assistance. The Ministry was
directed to create the infras-
tructural requirements with-
in 12 weeks.

Sensitisation programmes
could also be conducted for
stakeholders, including pol-

ice and prison authorities,
judges, physical and mental
health professionals, educa-
tional institutions, health
workers, public and private
workplaces, the judge said
and directed Additional-Sol-
icitor General R. Sankarana-
rayanan and Advocate-Gen-
eral R. Shunmugasundaram
to file their compliance re-
ports by August 31.

The interim orders were
passed on a writ petition
filed by two young women
who had fled from Madurai
to Chennai because their pa-
rents were opposed to their
relationship. After directing
the Madurai police to keep
their hands off the issue, Jus-
tice Venkatesh decided to
pen down an elaborate judg-
ment on the subject at the re-
quest of the petitioners’
counsel, S. Manuraj.

grams of gold bought using
the loot and recorded the
statement of 96 witnesses.
The Enforcement Directo-
rate had sought the details of
the case. The State police
complied on June 1.

Satheesan’s caution
Leader of the Opposition,
V.D. Satheesan, cautioned
the ruling front against using
the Kodakara case to strike a
detente with the BJP. He said
the Central investigation into
the gold case centred on the
previous LDF government
had sputtered and stopped
after the hawala heist “in-
volving” BJP leaders had sur-
faced. The Kodakara probe
faced the risk of becoming a
circus clown’s slapstick, Mr.
Satheesan said.

The Speaker denied the
Opposition’s motion after he
found the Chief Minister’s
reply satisfactory.

HC nod for
Anandaiah ‘K
preparation

STAFF REPORTER
VIJAYAWADA

The Andhra Pradesh High
Court has cleared the way
for the distribution of B.
Anandaiah’s ‘K’ type her-
bal  preparation on
Monday.

It directed the State go-
vernment to submit a re-
port on the efficacy of the
eye drops, which claimed
to boost oxygen levels, by
June 21. It posted the mat-
ter for further hearing on
the same day.

The court had already
given permission to ‘P’, ‘I
and ‘F’ preparations on the
basis of a Central Council
for Research in Ayurvedic
Sciences (CCRAS) report.

The CCRAS said though
the medicines were harm-
less, there was no evidence
that it could cure COVID-19.

WEATHER WATCH
RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

)

P - acat . -k
TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS)
Forecast for Tuesday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isolated
places over Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Nagaland, Manipur,
Mizoram, Tripura, Sikkim, Odisha and Andaman & Nicobar Is-
lands. Thunderstorm with lightning likely at isolated places over
Jharkhand, Telangana, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Vidarbha,
coastal Andhra Pradesh, Yanam, Kerala, Mahe and Lakshadweep

aTy RAIN  MAX  MIN cITy RAIN MAX  MIN
Agartala.........c...... —....33.0....24.4 Kozhikode........ccoueneee. —....33.2...249
Ahmedabad ..38.3....27.6 Kurnool .. ....36.9....26.6
Aizawl.....cocoveeeen 9 —-....21.6 Lucknow. ....40.6....28.2
Allahabad... .40.7....29.8 Madurai.. ....37.6....24.7
Bengaluru .. 31.0....22.1 Mangaluru .. .—...31.7....23.9
Bhopal....... .38.5....25.4 Mumbai .. ...33.5....24.2
Bhubaneswar.. .38.2....26.3 Mysuru...

Chandigarh .... .38.7....26.5 New Delhi ..

Chennai ..... ....28.0 Patna ..... .—...40.2...27.4
Coimbatore ....23.8 Port Blair. ....30.0....24.2
Dehradun... ....20.8 Puducherry. ....37.2....26.0
Gangtok. ..17.0 Pune....... ...31.1....22.0
Goa........ ....25.1 Raipur ....40.5....28.5
Guwahati ...23.6 Ranchi ....36.2....26.1
Hubballi..... ....22.0 Shillong.. .2...26.5....18.0
Hyderabad . ....25.6 Shimla.... .7...24.0....13.7
Imphal... ..21.2 Srinagar.......... ....32.4....18.0
Jaipur ... ...29.3 Thiruvananthapuram ....32.9...24.7
Kochi..... ....25.8 Tiruchi..... .—....38.6....26.4
Kohima... ...17.8 Vijayawad ...28...38.8...27.0
Kolkata........coeeueen ....23.8 Visakhapatnam ............. —....36.4....27.6

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES S0: NO CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

Ahmedabad..... 33 55 .18 ...62 .125 ...

Bengaluru....... .. - .37 106 ...24 .30 ... In observation rr]nade at

. 4.00 p.m., Baghpat, Uttar

Chen_na| 21 175 ...29 .33 .. Pradesh recorded an overall

Delhi ....ocoovnee 28 .94 .350 242 ..M i quality index (AQI) score

Hyderabad ...... .. - 69 36 ...25 .44 .. .A of 272 indicating an

Kolkata........c.. .. 4 .17 23 .48 ..59 ..M  unhealthy level of pollution.
In contrast, Aizawl,

LucknO\_/v. .25 .42 .76 ..155 .139 .. Mizoram recorded a healthy

Mumbai .. .43 .9 34 .29 .50 ..m AQI score of 21

Pune.....ccoeeees 6 .9 .82 ...83 .57 . W

Visakhapatnam 17 .36 .22 ...38 ..57 ..H

Air Quality Code: M Poor I Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQl)
S0:2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues
and monuments.

NO:: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

RSS may sideline Modi if his popularity

plunges further, says Congress leader

Anant Gadgil holds Centre accountable for the tardiness of vaccination drive

SHOUMOJIT BANER]JEE
PUNE

Holding the Centre accoun-
table for the tardiness of the
vaccination drive in the
country, senior Congress
leader and the party’s na-
tional panel spokesperson
Anant Gadgil on Monday
predicted that Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi was in
real danger of being side-
lined by the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh if his
popularity continued to
plummet further.

Mr. Gadgil, who is from
Pune, drew an analogy with
the ‘fate’ of BJP stalwart L.K.
Advani, who at the height of
his popularity, had been al-
legedly cold shouldered by
the Sangh. The former MLC
said the country was paying a
heavy price for the Centre’s
delusions and subsequent
complacency of having

Anant Gadgil

thwarted the first wave of the
COVID-19 pandemic and not
preparing for a second.

“The Sangh’s ‘Motibagh’
office in Pune is at a short
distance from my residence,
so I can claim to have closely
studied the organisation. Let
me say this, that the RSS is
not an outfit to allow any sin-
gle person to soar to the
heights of popularity... it will
make sure to clip his wings ...
given the lakhs of livelihoods

Man accused of dacoity
in UP. arrested in Thane

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
THANE
A man wanted by the Uttar
Pradesh Special Task Force
for a dacoity in that State
was held in Thane on Mon-
day, the police said.

Abdul Rehman Sheikh
(32) of Azamgarh in U.P. was
an accused in a dacoity case

registered at Phulpur police
station, Thane Crime
Branch Unit I senior inspec-
tor Krishna Kokni said.

“The U.P. police alerted
us about Mr. Sheikh hiding
here. A joint team nabbed
him near Thane railway sta-
tion on Monday,” the official
said.

Three held for killing villager

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PALGHAR

Three people were arrested
on Monday for allegedly kill-
ing a villager in Jawhar in
Palghar district, the police
said. Devram Nakre had
gone missing on May 31 and
his body was found in a for-

CcM
K

est on Sunday, Inspector Ap-
pasaheb Lengre of Jawhar
police station said.

“Three people were ar-
rested after we found out
that the victim had died due
to an alleged relationship
with the wife of one of the
accused,” he said.

»

ruined owing to the Prime
Minister and the Centre’s
gross mismanagement of the
pandemic situation, there is
every possibility of Mr. Mo-
di’s popularity continuing to
plunge thus. And in this
event, the RSS is most likely
to sideline him,” said Mr.
Gadgil, the son of former Un-
ion Minister and veteran
Congressman Vitthal Gadgil.

Censuring Mr. Modi’s
authoritarian style of func-
tioning, Mr. Gadgil said it was
unfortunate that the central
leadership wilfully disregard-
ed expert warnings and de-
cided to permit unrestrained
public gatherings earlier this
year. “The sheer ‘immaturi-
ty’ in permitting the Kumbh
Mela to take place and the
Prime Minister’s campaign-
ing for five State elections
without regard for human
life borders on the criminal.

Cong. ploughs separate furrow in Maharashtra

Cabinet ministers have raised differences with other alliance partners

ALOK DESHPANDE
MUMBAI

Even as the tripartite Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) government is put-
ting up a united face to the oppo-
sition allegations, the internal
tussle seems to be growing in the
coalition, with the Congress’s bid
to shine brighter than the allies.
Three instances in last one
month have seen the Congress
take a stand contrary to the go-
vernment or its allies. Party lead-
ers, however, downplayed the dif-
ferences saying the context for
each is different and the Congress
is committed to the government.
In the first instance, the party’s
Dalit leader and State Power Mi-
nister Nitin Raut strongly objected
to the State government’s decision
to deny reservation in promotion,
saying the government resolution
was contrary to what was dis-

How can you not have a con-
tingency plan or assume that
the Indian public had some
natural immunity to the vi-
rus?” said Mr. Gadgil.

He said the massive confu-
sion over the vaccination
drives was a result of a fun-
damentally flawed planning
of the vaccination process.
“The rejection of foreign
pharmaceutical companies
into the Indian market early
on has slowed down the
pace of vaccination. This re-
liance on only two Indian
vaccine companies has re-
sulted today in not even 20%
of our countrymen getting
vaccinated,” the Congress
leader said.

Meanwhile, the Maha-
rashtra Congress under par-
ty president Nana Patole
staged a State-wide protest
against skyrocketing fuel
prices.

cussed in the Cabinet meeting.
Following this, three other Con-
gress ministers — Tribal Develop-
ment Minister K.C. Padvi, School
Education Minister Varsha Gaik-
wad and Mr. Raut held a meeting
with Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pa-
war. The issue was discussed in
the Cabinet yet again. Though no
final decision has been reached,
Mr. Raut is adamant on seeking
withdrawals of the said GR.
Mumbai Congress chief Bhai
Jagtap, who has already an-
nounced that the party will con-
test all 227 wards in Mumbai in

the upcoming civic

slammed the ruling Shiv Sena al-
leging corruption worth hun-
dreds of crore in pre-monsoon
nullah cleaning in the city. State
Relief and Rehabilitation Minister
Vijay Vadettiwar’s attempt to over-
power Chief Minister office by an-

IMD forecasts heavy
rain in Konkan from
June 9; CM takes stock

RAINA ASSAINAR
NAVI MUMBAI

The India Meteorological Department on
Monday warned of heavy rain in all the
districts of Konkan region including
Mumbai from June 9 to 12. Strong winds
with a speed of 40-50 km per hour gust-
ing to 60 km per hour have also been

predicted.

Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray re-
viewed the disaster management prepa-
rations and directed the district adminis-
trations to evacuate people from
dangerous areas to safer places while en-
suring that patient care should not be

disrupted.

He further said that NDRF and SDRF
units should be deployed wherever ne-

cessary.

“Some natural things are expected to .
happen in the rainy season and some
things happen unexpectedly. We are pre-

paring for the expected things, but the d.
administrations should also prepare for
unforeseen things,” the CM said. e

Heavy to very heavy rain has been
predicted in Raigad district while isolated
areas of Palghar, Thane and Mumbai may
receive heavy rain. Fisherfolk have been
warned against venturing into the sea. f.

polls,

not identical.

nouncing unlock rules directly hit
the government’s top boss.
Political observers see a well-
defined pattern and strategy in the
Congress functioning. “This is de-
finitely not random. It’s well-
thought of strategy to address core
voter and keep party’s different
identity intact,” said Abhay Desh-
pande, political commentator and
senior journalist. He said the party
needed to address the perception
of Uddhav Thackeray and Sharad
Pawar running the government.
“Nobody can predict what will
happen in next polls. It is impor-
tant for the Congress to not play
second fiddle and keep its base as
well as identity intact,” he said.
According to Ashish Dua, se-
cretary, All India Congress Com-
mittee and in-charge of the Maha-
rashtra unit, three incidents are

MUMBAI

One killed in Mumbai building collapse

STAFF REPORTER

One person was killed
after the wall of a house
collapsed on an adjacent
building at Bandra (East)
in Mumbai on Monday.

death in people with heart or lung disease

The incident occurred
at 145 a.m. at Rajjak
Chawl at Mehak Shop,
Kherwadi Road. Accord-
ing to the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation,
11 people were rescued

by the fire brigade and
another six by locals. All
were sent to Bhabha and
V.N. Desai Hospital. Ri-
yaz Ahmad (28) was de-
clared dead on arrival at
the hospital.

Bihar Skill Development Mission (BSDM)
Department of Labour Resources, Government of Bihar
A-Wing, 5" Floor, Niyojan Bhawan, Bailey Road, Patna-800001
Phone: 0612-2528455 Fax: 0612-2535004
Email: biharskilldevelopmentmission@gmail.com Website: www.skillmissionbihar.org

RFP No: BSDM/02/2021-2022

Additional Chief Secretary, Dept. of Labour Resources, Govt. of Bihar- cum- CEO, BSDM, invites
proposals (Two Bid System) from reputed and experienced CA Firms for working as Financial
Management and Accounting Support Consultant (FMASC) and for further strengthening of such
existing system at BSDM.

Eligibility Criteria for participating Chartered Accountant Firms (CA Firms):

a. The CAFirms must be empaneled with the C&AG and eligible for major audits.

b. The CAFirms must be registered with ICAl and GST Registration

The CA Firms should have been in operation in India for at least 10 years after registration and
has its Head Office or Functional Branch Office in Patna, Bihar or will have to establish such
branch office post selection.

Average Annual Turnover of the bidder for the last three FYs ending on 31* March 2020 should
be equal to or greater than Rs. 50 lakhs.

CA Firm should have at least 03 years of experience in working/consulting in the accounting
and financial management sector (not statutory audit, Internal Audit or concurrent audit) of
Central /State Level Government Organizations of India or in any State Government or Central
Government Undertakings and have undertaken at least three similar assighments ofabove
such enterprises which are having a turnover of not less than Rs. 75 crores in any one of the
last 3 years (FY 17-18 to 19-20).

Minimum Two, Full Time Partners associated with the firm for not less than 3 years with at
least one being a Fellow CA (As per latest Certificate of ICAl not issued before six months of the
date of this RFP)

Document Fee and Tender Processing Fee: All Applicants have to pay a non-refundable Document
Fee of Rs. 10,000/- (Rupees Ten Thousand only) and Tender Processing Fee of Rs. 1,180.00 or as
applicable (One Thousand One Hundred Eighty only) through e-payment mode (i.e.
NEFT/RTGS/Credit Card/Debit Card) on E-Proc Portal.

Earnest Money Deposit (EMD): An EMD of Rs. 1,00,000/- (One Lac) through e-payment mode
only(i.e. NEFT/RTGS/Credit Card/Debit Card) on E-Proc Portal, well before the last date/time for
submission/ uploading of offer/Bid, failing which the bid will be rejected. This EMD will be non-
interest bearing and refundable. If the selected bidder fails to submit the requisite performance
guarantee or to execute the agreement, this EMD will be forfeited.
The Proposal has to be submitted through online mode on https://www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in and
can be searched by clicking the Tab “Tender” on home page of above website and then going to
Latest Tender by searching Department Name as “Labour Resources Department”.
The Proposal has to be submitted in online mode containing following cover stage-
A) Technical Bid OpenStage and B)CostBid Open Stage
The application procedure, eligibility criteria, evaluation methodology, terms and conditions and
the scope of work are detailed in this RFP which can be seen or downloaded from the “e-
Procurement Portal https://www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in and departmental website:
http://www.skillmissionbihar.org. The RFP will be available to download from the above websites
from 08.06.2021 to 07.07.2021 (15:00 Hrs.). The Pre-bid meeting will be held on 02:00 PM of
15.06.2021 at BSDM office.The last date for uploading of proposal/bid will be 08.07.2021 up to
15.00 Hrs. Technical Bid will be opened on or after 08.07.2021 post 16:00 Hrs.The Evaluation of Bids
will be under Least Cost System. Please refer RFP document for complete details.
The undersigned reserves the right to issue addendum/corrigendum/modification or to amend any
or all conditions of this RFP Document or to accept or reject any or all proposal(s) or to cancel the
whole of this RFP at any stage without assigning any reason thereof and no bidder shall have any
cause of action or claim against the undersigned for the same.

Mission Director,

Bihar Skill Development Mission,

Department of Labour Resources, Govt. of Bihar

PR. No. 002009 (LRD) 2021-22
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Notice Inviting Request for Proposal
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School ranks

High-performing States with good schools
can nudge others if they have the political will

he Union Education Ministry has been attempt-
Ting to get States into a competitive mode in up-

grading their school education system by recog-
nising progress with a Performance Grading Index
(PGI) that assigns them a score. It can be argued that
countries and State governments use school education
as a transformative tool most effectively where the pol-
itical imperative is strong. The Centre’s effort with the
PGI scoring system has been to try and nudge all States
using a hall of fame approach. In the latest set of scores
and grades for the pre-COVID-19 year, 2019-20, the An-
daman and Nicobar islands, Chandigarh, Kerala, Pun-
jab and Tamil Nadu have performed the best, although
they still fall short of the 951-1,000 points slab, the high-
est possible. It should be heartening to 33 States and
Union Territories that their PGI scores have improved
over the previous year, and in the case of Andaman and
Nicobar, Punjab and Arunachal Pradesh, by a notewor-
thy 20%. Several middling States continue to make mar-
ginal progress, some have improved merely by tweak-
ing their data, while Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh
actually regressed, although the PGI scheme is now
three years old. The score is derived using databases on
70 parameters such as access, equity, governance pro-
cesses, infrastructure and facilities, and learning out-
comes that are mostly self-reported by the States but
vetted by the Centre, with National Achievement Sur-
vey data also being incorporated. On some parameters,
such as uneven learning outcomes between students
from deprived communities and others, bridging the
gap earns a better score.

The Centre, with its transparent scores and data for
each parameter and sub-topic made available in the pu-
blic domain, seeks to create a resource-sharing system
that low-performing States can tap into. This initiative is
laudable, but it can work only if governments and Op-
position parties see value in strong and open school
education, and work to strengthen access, equity and
infrastructure by budgeting fees and funds for univer-
salisation. It is such commitment that led Southeast
Asia to carry out a renaissance in school education in
the later decades of the last century, on the lines of Mei-
ji-era Japan. India’s school system has to contend with
not just patchy access and infrastructure, but major
equity issues that have come to the fore during the pan-
demic. Clearly, the shadow of COVID-19 will persist over
the education system for the foreseeable future, and
further progress on all parameters will depend on
bridging the gaps, particularly on digital tools, infras-
tructure and subsidies for access. The PGI scores show
that the southern and western States are on firm
ground to achieve this, while those in central India and
parts of the east and Northeast are less resourced. What
is evident from the Education Ministry analysis is that
governance processes are the weakest link in some
States. A new deal for schools can transform them as
the Right to Education law envisages.

Fair wind
A good monsoon will aid agriculture, now one
of the few bright spots in the economy

f everything aligns, India could see a third consecu-
Itive year of surplus rainfall. The IMD has said that

monsoon rains will likely be 101% of the Long Period
Average (LPA) of 88 cm. In 2020, it was 109% of the LPA
and in 2019, 110%. While the forecast 101% LPA is short
of the rainfall received in these years and still within the
range of what the IMD considers ‘normal’ rainfall, it is
positive news because the current forecast is ‘above
normal’ rainfall in the core agricultural zone. This zone
includes States where agriculture is significantly rain-
fed including Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Odisha and West
Bengal. The IMD’s estimate of the distribution of this
rainfall also suggests that except for the Northeast,
where rainfall is expected to be ‘below normal’, other
regions are expected to get above normal rainfall. A
general pattern of the monsoon is that weakened rains
over Northeastern India — which has a higher base rain-
fall than other parts of India — translate into stronger
rainfall in Central India. Propitious rain this year is pre-
mised on forecasts from Indian and global climate mo-
dels, veering towards no excess sea-surface tempera-
tures at the Equatorial Pacific conditions. There are also
‘negative’ I0OD (Indian Ocean Dipole) conditions over
the Indian Ocean during the monsoon season, meaning
warmer water and greater precipitation in the eastern
Indian Ocean. Put together, they mean that these larger
climate factors are, as of now, unlikely to have a signif-
icant influence over the prevailing monsoon.

A good monsoon could aid agriculture which has
been among the few bright spots in the Indian econo-
my. Two good years of rains have boosted storage in the
key reservoirs. However, the flip side of a forecast for a
bounteous monsoon is the possibility of flash floods,
landslides and disease outbreaks. In the last year and
before it, the IMD had not, in June, warned about the
exceptionally high rains. While three consecutive years
of above normal rain are exceedingly rare, the IMD it-
self assigns a 22% probability of it occurring, which is
just below the 40% probability of ‘normal’ rainfall. In-
dia is now moving to a system where medium range fo-
recasts, or expected changes in monsoon or larger
weather patterns over two weeks, are better captured
by the monsoon models deployed. These inputs must
be used by the Government to better prepare infras-
tructure in the eventuality that excessive rains can wipe
out the potential gains for agriculture. It may also be
worthwhile to encourage farmers to sow higher-value
crops than only rice via the MSP route. The favourable
tidings should not be an excuse to abandon caution.
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Connecting the dots to mitigate a third wave

The acronym ‘DOTS’ is a framework to understand the dynamics of the second wave, thereby helping mitigate the next

BRIAN WAHL

fter a long and painful
month-and-a-half, con-
rmed cases of COVID-19 in

India have been declining steadily
for more than a month. Deaths
have started to decrease as well.
However, it is a long way down
from an unprecedented peak of
more than 400,000 daily cases,
and the suffering will continue for
weeks and months to come. It
does, however, appear that the se-
cond wave of the novel coronavi-
rus is abating.

‘R’ and determinants

A simple epidemiologic concept
can be used to better understand
the second wave and help plan for
a potential third wave. The repro-
duction number — often referred
as R — is the average number of
new infections arising from one in-
fected individual. R fluctuates over
time during an epidemic. When R
is greater than 1, infected indivi-
duals infect more than one person
on average and we observe in-
creasing cases. When it is less than
1, cases are declining. It is not a
perfect statistic, especially when
cases are low, but it does provide
helpful insights into how an epi-
demic is changing.

What led R to increase earlier
this year resulting in a second
wave? R depends on four factors,
summarised by the acronym
DOTS: the Duration a person is in-
fectious; Opportunities infected
individuals have to spread infec-
tion to others; the probability
Transmission occurs given an op-

portunity, and the average Suscep-
tibility of a population or subpop-
ulation. Because each factor is
required for increasing cases, re-
ducing any of them to O would ex-
tinguish an epidemic. This is not
practical right now anywhere in
the world. However, we should
work toward decreasing these fac-
tors such that R remains as low as

possible. It is also critical to con- o
sider the effect new variants have <

had on each of these four factors.

Susceptibility, opportunities
Let us start with S — the propor-
tion of the population susceptible
to infection. Susceptible indivi-
duals lack immunity derived
through prior infection or immu-
nisation. Results from a national
seroprevalence survey done in De-
cember 2020 and January 2021 in-
dicate that roughly 25% of the pop-
ulation had antibodies
(https://bit.ly/3vOWSWY) to the vi-
rus that causes COVID-19. Esti-
mates were slightly different de-
pending on geography. And some
surveys showed substantially high-
er exposure to the virus. Neverthe-
less, there was still a substantial
susceptible population in most
parts of the country at the begin-
ning of 2021. Susceptibility can be
reduced through immunisation.
By the end-March, however, less
than 1% of the total population had
received two doses of the vaccine.
Taken together, the right condi-
tions were set for a potential se-
cond wave at the beginning of
2021.

The next factor is the number of
opportunities for transmission —
or O in the DOTS. By January,
there was a sense that India had
made it through the worst of CO-
VID-19. Many people were eager to
get back to life and work, especial-
ly after a very challenging 2020.
Social distancing had reduced and

markets filled again with people.
One salient characteristic of CO-
VID-19 is that the disease is driven
largely by superspreading, where
many individuals are infected by a
small number of individuals. Col-
leagues and I showed in research
from Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pra-
desh (https://bit.ly/2T7Dpa9) that
only 5% of infected individuals ac-
counted for roughly 80% of all se-
condary infections. With this in
mind, increased social mixing and
large gatherings that took place in
early 2021 also might have helped
facilitate a second wave.

Transmission, duration

This brings us to T, or the probabil-
ity of transmission. Not taking
proper precautions can lead to in-
creased transmission. There are
no good national statistics on the
proportion of people adhering to
preventative measures. However,
during my travels throughout In-
dia for work in early 2021, it was
clear that few people were wear-
ing masks while in public. In addi-
tion, new variants that are more
transmissible have emerged. One
new variant called B.1.617.2, or
more recently known as the delta
variant, is known to be much more
transmissible — potentially twice
as much (https://bit.ly/3pxqD0O)
— than those circulating in 2020.
This is demonstrated by the fact
that it is the dominant variant in
India and has emerged as the do-

minant variant in the United King-
dom according to data from there.

Finally, the last factor in the
DOTS equation is the duration of
infectiousness or D. Emerging evi-
dence (https://bit.ly/3fZufpa) sug-
gests that the duration of infec-
tiousness could be slightly longer
with some new variants. More re-
search is needed to confirm this.
However, this could help explain
why some variants are outcompet-
ing others and could have contri-
buted to the increase in R in India
earlier this year.

A third wave?

What does this mean for a poten-
tial third wave? First, we need
well-designed seroprevalence sur-
veys to understand how much of
the population remains suscepti-
ble and where they reside. The Go-
vernment has planned a seropre-
valence study in June in the same
70 districts where the first three
rounds were conducted. There al-
so remain questions about waning
immunity and the potential for
reinfections, which would affect
how we calculate the proportion
of the population that is suscepti-
ble. The new variants also compli-
cate this equation, as they are able
to partially evade immunity deve-
loped through infection or immu-
nisation.

Despite the need for more data,
based on the existing evidence
and out of an abundance of cau-
tion, we should anticipate that
there could be a potential third
wave.

Luckily, DOTS provides us with
a framework for preventing or mi-
tigating a third wave. We need to
drive down the factors that contri-
bute to R wherever possible. And
we need to work even harder to do
this, because the new variants
have skewed the equation such
that R can more easily be pushed

Cease the contflict and build the peace

With a section of the young generation rejecting violence, Israel and Palestine must explore peaceful negotiations
B '
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RAMIN JAHANBEGLOO

he recent clashes between
Tyoung Palestinians and Is-

raelis in Jerusalem and in the
occupied West Bank are a remin-
der of why it is so important to un-
derstand that the challenge of
peace in that region of the world is
actually the challenge for all of us
who have been witnessing for the
past 70 years a murderous and
horrific conflict between Arabs
and Jews.

A common humanity

The refusal to kill or to legitimate
murder is the starting point where
Palestinian-Israeli reconciliation
can begin. The question is can Is-
raelis or Palestinians imagine each
other’s death and their shared res-
ponsibility for it? Can they per-
ceive themselves as perpetrators
of violence as well as its victims?
Can an Israeli father or mother
imagine that a Palestinian child is
as precious as his/her own? Can a
Palestinian feel the same sense of
horror, disgust and sorrow when
he or she sees the image of Israeli
children blown up by rockets or
suicide bombers?

Forming an answer to these
questions begins with Palestinians
and Israelis recognising their com-
mon humanity and shared values
beyond a continuous reinvention
of their victimhood, and beyond a
persistent tendency to blame the
other. The moral courage to ac-
cept one’s wrongdoings can help
stop the perpetuation and a dee-
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pening of a war between the two
nations. Fearful men and women
who cannot visualise a goal or
goods beyond a mere instinct to
survive cannot help the process of
peace. A fearful person cannot
love, have desire, or have hope. It
is perhaps too much to hope that a
community, a state or for that mat-
ter, even an isolated individual,
can admit being wrong. But to
hope is already a step forward and
to do one’s best for such hope is a
giant leap forward.

There is no doubt in anybody’s
mind that the clash between Israe-
lis and Palestinians is a clash bet-
ween two versions of the same
lived experience. There are no
good guys and bad guys in this
conflict, as most people living out-
side this region tend to perceive it.
We are talking about two nations
that have been living with their
shattered dreams and broken
hopes. In a way, dying together,
more than living together, has
brought Israelis and Palestinians
to share the same fate. They are
burning in the same fire. So either
each nation can run for its own life
and let the other fade or both na-
tions can try to fight the flames to-
gether. This is because neither Is-
raeli Jews, nor Palestinian Arabs
can find a national homeland
anywhere else. This is why the Is-
raeli-Palestinian conflict is neither
a clash of cultures nor a clash of re-
ligious traditions, but a clash of in-
tolerances and prejudices among
two nations who share the same
boat.

For too many years an iron wall
of hatred, violence and fanaticism
has separated the world of Israelis
from that of Palestinians. As a re-
sult, we have a traumatised and
untrusting peoples on both sides.
For much too long, the Palesti-
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nians and the rest of the Arab
world have treated Israel as an in-
fection that will simply go away.
for their part, many Israelis have
treated the entire Palestinian issue
as no more than a vicious inven-
tion of a pan-Arab propaganda ma-
chine, aimed at undermining Is-
rael’s legitimacy in order to
destroy it. In terms of violence
committed in the region, the ma-
jor human rights violations are
generally perpetuated by the Is-
raeli military and various Palesti-
nian militant groups that claim res-
ponsibility for killing civilians.
However, the peoples of both
countries are in broad agreement
that it is never justified for an indi-
vidual person or militaries to tar-
get and kill civilians.

Grounded in reality

Many young Israelis and Palesti-
nians reject violence in the long
run and favour non-violent forms
of negotiation as the best ap-
proach to achieving self-determi-
nation and security. Is this an
idealistic dream? Maybe. But per-
haps idealism is the most realistic
approach at this time, because
non-violence is the solution most
grounded in reality. As we have
seen in the past 70 years, violence
has not worked and submission to
domination has been intolerable.
Non-violence, it would seem, is

the only alternative. This is the on-
ly strategy that can assure Israelis
their security and Palestinians
their state. The key requirement
for any peace settlement is that
violence must end. This does not
mean that we have to be silent in
an undignified way in face of the
deaths of innocent civilians on
both sides. It means that we need
to launch a global movement of
non-violent resistance to the vio-
lent policies of those who are
against a coherent and proactive
negotiating position.

Wheel of victimisation

The path to a workable peace —
one with a Palestinian state along-
side Israel, and both with interna-
tionally recognised borders — has
been well known for long. But a
succession of Israeli and Palesti-
nian leaders have been reluctant
to pick up the challenge. If each
side has refused to understand the
other, it is because each side has
seen itself only as a victim. A sense
of victimisation has accompanied
both sides, with a justification and
legitimisation of violence. There is
doubt on whether there can be a
partner to deliver peace. But how
can we get out of this cycle of vio-
lence and how can the two sides
reverse direction and start looking
towards the future? No realist
would believe that today there is a
brilliant formula or shining piece
of paper that will end the Palesti-
nian-Israeli tragedy in our time.
This is true, but the years and de-
cades to come will be very chal-
lenging for both Israelis and
Palestinians.

Roughly speaking, Israel is
caught in a dilemma. If it does not
end the occupation and retreat, it
will lose both its integrity as a Jew-
ish democratic state and its inter-

to be greater than 1. Some regions
have implemented lockdowns,
which substantially reduce oppor-
tunities for transmission. These
are temporary solutions and
should be used to focus on slowing
transmission and scaling up other
interventions. Mass gatherings
have also largely stopped, which
should help reduce opportunities
for transmission. This is welcome
news and should continue after
the second wave. We can reduce
the susceptible population by sub-
stantially increasing immunisation
coverage. Currently only 3% of the
population has received both dos-
es. The Government is working
hard to procure additional doses
that are desperately needed.

Mask use, ventilation
Transmission can be reduced
through increased use of face
masks and improved ventilation.
Research from neighbouring Ban-
gladesh (https://bit.ly/3vVDBrT) in-
dicates that providing free masks
together with community moni-
tors can help improve adoption.
Last, if the duration of infectious-
ness is indeed longer, isolation
and quarantining guidelines
should be revisited to minimise
potential exposure to others.

The emergence of new variants
means we need to take these inter-
ventions even more seriously.
Connecting the DOTS, though, can
help mitigate a third wave and the
tremendous pain and suffering
that have become all too common
in recent weeks.

Brian Wahl, PhD, MPH, is an
epidemiologist and faculty member at the
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public
Health and a member of the Johns
Hopkins India Institute COVID-19
Response Task Force. He has worked on
public health issues in India for more than
a decade

national legitimacy. But if Israel
does end the occupation and with-
draw without a peace accord, it
will be perceived by its neighbours
as an act of weakness. To solve this
dilemma, Israel must get its act to-
gether. It must reform its political
system; it must come up with a go-
vernment of wisdom and common
sense. But it must do more than
that. It must create a new, relevant
narrative, which is a narrative of
tolerance and dialogue.

As for the Palestinians, they
have no way of regaining their
rights without the active participa-
tion of Israelis in their democratic
effort. If there is a permanent
agreement with the Palestinians
on this issue, Israel will no longer
be able to view its Arab citizens as
permanently suspect and unoffi-
cial enemy agents. In the coming
decades, Israelis will be confront-
ed with a fundamental question —
whether to ensure the peaceful
transition towards an egalitarian
society in which Palestinians are
given the same rights as Jews. Ho-
wever, this does not mean that
they have to artificially engineer
solutions. On the contrary, it
means that for one people to real-
ise their dreams, another should
not lose everything. It is time for
Israel and Palestine to underline
the renunciation of violence and
murder as a moral imperative and
an alternative course of action. But
for that, they both need to under-
stand that they are victims of the
same fear, prejudice and intole-
rance. Undoubtedly, light and
hope can only come from a non-
violent dialogue between young
Palestinians and Israeli youth.

Ramin Jahanbegloo is Director, Mahatma
Gandbhi Centre for Peace, Jindal Global
University, Sonipat
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Minister on IT rules
The argument that the new
IT rules are meant to serve
the interests of the people
using social media is clearly
specious (Inside pages,
Interview with IT Minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad, June
7) The government does
not inspire confidence
owing to its recent actions
of selective targeting of
activists and dissenters for
their social media
comments. Its aggressive
weakening of legal powers
of the citizens like the right
to information contradicts
its “concern” for
transparency. It would be
better to leave it to the
courts to ask for any such

tracing of the ‘original’ post
in the context of a legal
complaint, rather than
adding to the increasingly
unaccountable powers of a
partisan executive. The
Union Minister’s reading of
privacy as covering one’s
‘relationships, medical
records’ etc. is just an
attempt to sanitise social
media communication and
turn socially engaged
citizens into apolitical
zombies. Of course, there
should be legal
mechanisms to protect
people’s privacy and trace
and prosecute offenders,
but the claim of drawing a
connection between a
message and subsequent

violence or ‘law and order’
situation is itself prejudicial
and likely to be abused to
further criminalise protest
and harass those not in the
good books of the
government.

FIROZ AHMAD,
New Delhi

Work from home issues
It is not just women techies
who are under tremendous
pressure (Kerala, “WFH
leaves women techies
guilt-ridden”, June 7) but
also women teachers all
over Kerala, and possibly
India. Most are reeling
under the triple burden of
having to prepare teaching
materials differently for

online classes, cook and
clean for more hours, and
compelled to attend online
meetings outside working
hours including Sundays.
The assumption is that
online teaching is easy. It is
not so. The older
generation of teachers has
had to re-learn their
teaching methodology and
make classrooms more
online friendly. Online
meetings tend to run on for
hours, eating into precious
time meant for recharging,
preparation for classes and
quality time with family
members. Additionally,
teacher-parents with young
children have to sit with
them for the children’s

classes. The only silver
lining for the teaching
community has been a
saving of commute time —
now been taken over by
meetings and training
sessions. This is also a
gender issue that is not
being addressed at all
because in a majority of the
cases, the scheduling is
being done by men or

online, scan the QR code

No Roger

Roger Federer calling a halt
to his campaign at Roland-
Garros is a disappointment
(‘Sport’ page, June 7). His
marathon match against
Dominik Koepfer appears
to have taken its toll. We do
understand his desire
though to focus on

corporate entities. Wimbledon.
TEENA ANTONY, N.J. RAVI CHANDER,
Kochi, Kerala Bengaluru

CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS:

The graphic accompanying the Sports page main story,
“Rybakina forces Serena to wait for her record-equalling title”
(June 7, 2021) had erroneously captioned Monday’s picks as
Sunday’s picks.

The Readers’ Editor’s office can be contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300;
E-mail:readerseditor@thehindu.co.in
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Towards a stronger mental health strategy

More needs to be done in India in the context of COVID-19, which has exacerbated mental illnesses

SURJITH KARTHIKEYAN

Mental health issues are a major
health challenge in the world today.
According to the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO), there is a 10-25-
year life expectancy reduction in pa-
tients with severe mental disorders.
About 72% of member states had a
standalone policy or plan for mental
health in 2017. India introduced the
National Mental Health Policy
(NMHP) in 2014, and a rights-based
Mental Healthcare Act in 2017, which
replaced the Mental Healthcare Act
of 1987. The NMHP, National Health
Mission, National Adolescent Health
Programme, and Ayushman Bharat
have the necessary components to
address the mental health issues of
all sections of the population. But
more needs to be done in the context
of COVID-19, which has exacerbated
mental illnesses everywhere.

Mental health indicators

Studies in The Lancet Public Health
(2019) revealed that median mental
health spending across the world
was around 2% of the total govern-
ment health expenditure in 2015. In
the case of low-income countries, it
was around 0.5% of their health bud-
get; for lower-middle-income coun-
tries, it was 1.9%; for upper-middle-
income countries, 2.4%; and for
high-income countries, 5.1%. There
was higher allocation in developed
countries than in developing coun-
tries. Government expenditure on
hospitals dealing with mental health
issues as a percentage of total go-
vernment expenditure on mental
health is 1.3% in India; in developed
countries, it ranges from 3% to 15%.

In India, the share of mental hos-
pitals per 1,00,000 population is as
low as 0.01 in line with developing
countries, according to the WHO.
This may possibly be due to the lack
of focussed attention given to mental
health compared to other major dis-
eases in India.

In the distribution of mental
health units in general hospitals (per
1,00,000 population) globally, in
2016, India was ranked 114 with just
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0.03 units per 1,00,000 population.
India was at the 99th position in the
distribution of mental health outpa-
tient facilities (per 1,00,000 popula-
tion), with 0.18 units per 1,00,000
population. India was also at the
64th position in the distribution of
mental health day treatment facili-
ties (per 1,00,000 population).

Residential mental health servic-
es, particularly community ones, are
an important component for good
quality mental health care. In most
industrialised economies, there has
been a growth of community health-
care facilities in line with the in-
crease in patients with mental health
issues. Research also shows that
long-term patients with mental
health issues are usually admitted to
residential facilities. The distribution
of community residential facilities
globally for the median year 2016
showed India at the 58th position,
with 0.017 units per 1,00,000 popu-
lation among the WHO member
countries.

The people working in the mental
health sector help us understand
mental health issues better. Here, In-
dia was ranked 107 with 0.292 per
1,00,000 population. Nurses, social
workers and psychologists working
in the mental health sector (per
1,00,000 population) in India are
0.796, 0.065, and 0.069, respective-
ly. The leading countries in each of
these three areas have 150.3, 145.4,

Students’ safety, first

While debating the CBSE Class 12 exam, the criteria
considered were career, safety, and empathy

RAMESH POKHRIYAL ‘NISHANK’

A real leader examines every issue in
a holistic manner to ensure that at
the end of the debate, we emerge
stronger and more united than ever
before. The decision to cancel the
Central Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE) Class 12 exam is among
the many decisions taken by the
Prime Minister in the sphere of edu-
cation in these times of unprecedent-
ed crises and challenges.

Three criteria

Every decision in public policy
should pass certain objective criteria
because there are always competing
alternatives. If a decision is based on
the criterion of empathy, it an excel-
lent decision. If empathy is clubbed
with rationality, the decision will pay
rich dividends for all the citizens. The
three criteria that were considered in
the debate on cancelling the CBSE
Class 12 exam were students’ career,
their safety, and empathy.

Regarding the first criterion, there
is no denying that the CBSE Class 12
exam has a significant role in every
student’s career graph and road map
for life.

Regarding the second criterion,
the health and safety of our students
is of the greatest importance and
there should not be any compromise
on this aspect. Though the numbers
of COVID-19 cases are decreasing,
some States are still under some form
of lockdown. The Prime Minster has
said that every single life is precious
and the safety of our children is our
biggest priority.

Regarding the third criterion, I feel
that all stakeholders must show sen-
sitivity and empathy for our stu-
dents. The Prime Minster has proved
that leadership is all about empathy
and the ability to connect with the
people. He has always been there in
Pariksha Pe Charcha with our stu-
dents to inspire them with empathy.

Democracy since the days of the
‘Janapada system’ of ancient India is
all about consultative decision-mak-
ing. When we met for the first time
on the CBSE issue, the Prime Minis-
ter made it clear that a decision
should be taken only after wide dis-
cussion. He used to repeatedly ask,
was this issue widely discussed and
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debated by all the stakeholders in the
country? Keeping in mind the spirit
of wide consultation, a high-powered
committee was formed under the
chairmanship of Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, with Information and
Broadcasting Minister Prakash Java-
dekar and Women and Child Deve-
lopment Minister Smriti Irani as its
core members. This was a pan-India
consultation involving all the State
Education Ministers, Education Se-
cretaries and Chairpersons of State
Education Boards. We discussed the
road map and possible avenues for
conduct of the Class 12 exam.

The valuable inputs and sugges-
tions received during the consulta-
tions were analysed using the three
aforementioned criteria, by the
Prime Minster and other Cabinet Mi-
nisters and senior officers of the
country. Looking at the various crite-
ria, dimensions, possibilities and sce-
narios, a decision was taken.

A timely decision
The decision to cancel the exam will
help lakhs of students explore career
opportunities in colleges and univer-
sities in the coming academic ses-
sion. It will also help our students get
aligned with the coming session and
prevent loss of valuable time as well
as academic losses. Some students
who wish to take the exam will get
adequate opportunities to do so in an
improved scenario. We are complete-
ly committed to providing ample op-
portunities to merit-seeking students
who wish to write the board exam.
As Union Minister of Education, I
would like to assure you that the
Class 12 results will be formulated ac-
cording to a well-defined and objec-
tive criterion in a time-bound man-
ner ensuring merit and inclusivity.
There will be comprehensive plan-
ning by the CBSE and the Ministry of-
ficials to formulate the mechanism
that will accommodate all possible
options of evaluation and quantifica-
tion. The mental freedom and
strength achieved through this deci-
sion will go a long way in contribut-
ing to the general well-being of stu-
dents, families, society, and our
country.

Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’is Union
Education Minister, Government of India
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and 222.6 per 1,00,000 population.
India’s ranking in this context among
the WHO member countries was 97,
79 and 104, respectively.

Mental illnesses
Mental illnesses include anxiety dis-
orders, psychotic disorders, mood
disorders, substance use disorders,
personality disorders and eating dis-
orders. The majority of suicides in
the world are related to psychiatric
problems or to the illnesses listed
above. Death by suicide is a complex
phenomenon and not fully reported.
Globally, the suicide rate was 10.6
per 1,00,000 population whereas in
India, it was 16.3 per 1,00,000 in
2016. The suicide rate was higher
among males compared to females.

Mental health may not be the
primary concern in developing eco-
nomies like India as there may be
other communicable and non-com-
municable diseases which may be
more prevalent. There are also chal-
lenges regarding funding, delivery of
mental health packages, lack of
trained staff, etc. However, these
challenges need to be considered
more seriously in the wake of CO-
VID-19 as mental health issues are
widely prevalent among the Indian
population due to lockdowns and re-
lated issues.

Recent reports published in Lan-
cet revealed that one in seven people
in India had a mental disorder rang-

ing from mild to severe in 2017. Also,
the proportional contribution of
mental disorders to the total disease
burden had doubled between 1990
and 2017. Mental disorders include
depressive and anxiety disorders,
schizophrenia and bipolar disorder.
This situation was generally worse in
the southern States compared to the
northern States due to the nature of
development, modernisation, ur-
banisation and other factors not un-
derstood yet. Depressive disorders
were more prevalent among females
than males which could be due to
sexual abuse, gender discrimination,
stress due to antenatal and postnatal
issues and other reasons.

Additional measures

In order to further address mental
health issues, India could reduce the
treatment gap for mental disorders,
increase the number of personnel in
the mental health sector, work to-
wards reducing discriminatory atti-
tudes, and devise an integrated ap-
proach for detecting, treating, and
managing patient needs. More coun-
selling facilities, especially in rural
areas, with special support for wo-
men through the provision of wo-
men doctors are needed. More tele-
medicine, telephone-based helpline
numbers, and mental health apps
could help. Communities and fami-
lies have an important role in this re-
gard and so do community-based
programmes. School-based pro-
grammes on mental health can im-
prove the mental health of children.
More fund allocation for treatment of
mental health, especially to those
States in need of funds, could do
wonders. The pandemic may be the
best time to explore various policy
options including creating online
mental health awareness.

There needs to be a road map for
mental health awareness. This
should include the traditional media,
government programmes, the edu-
cation system, industry, and social
media. Media awareness and govern-
ment involvement is already happen-
ing in India but both can improve. It
is high time that industry and private
sector companies set up counselling
facilities. The application of big data
and crowd sourcing ideas may help
us in informed decision-making.

Surjith Karthikeyan is an Indian Economic
Service (2010) Officer. Views are personal

Belligerence and pushback

As the Quad gains momentum, states in the Indo-Pacific
and South Asia are more likely to resist Chinese largesse

HARSH V. PANT

In May, in another brazen display of its ‘wolf
warrior’ diplomacy, China issued a strange
warning to Bangladesh, a nation that it has
tried to cultivate assiduously over several
years. While suggesting that China considers
the Quad to be a minor anti-China initiative,
the Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh, Li
Jiming, warned Dhaka that there will be
“substantial damage” in bilateral ties bet-
ween China and Bangladesh if the latter joins
the Quad. It was an extraordinary statement
by a diplomat in a host nation but it had all
the chutzpah that Chinese diplomats think
they deserve to embed in their seemingly
non-diplomatic outpourings.

Revealing fault lines
As was expected, Bangladesh Foreign Minis-
ter A.K. Abdul Momen promptly and public-
ly challenged the Chinese envoy’s statement,
underlining categorically that Dhaka pur-
sues an independent foreign policy. “It’s ve-
ry regrettable... We are an independent and
sovereign state. We decide our foreign poli-
cy,” he said. “They [the Chinese] can say
what they want...We will listen to what they
say. But we will decide what is good for us.”
There was some attempt at damage control
with Mr. Li reportedly trying to explain his
remarks to Bangladesh Foreign Secretary
Masud Bin Momen later in a meeting where
he apparently said that he “did not mean to
harm the ties between the two countries”
and that his remarks were taken “out of con-
text.” But the Chinese Foreign Ministry conti-
nued to target Quad “as a small clique
against China” and said that “remarks ex-
pressing opposition to this mechanism are
not about interference but about expressing
opposition to small cliques and bloc politics.
They also reflect the aspiration for maintain-
ing regional peace and stability.” That Chi-
na’s remarks would reverberate far beyond
South Asia was expected and perhaps in-
tended by Beijing itself. The spokesperson of
U.S. State Department remarked, “What we
would say is that we respect Bangladesh’s so-
vereignty and we respect Bangladesh’s right
to make foreign policy decisions for itself.”
This episode captures the emerging fault
lines in South Asia and the wider Indo-Pacif-
ic in ways that are both revealing and chal-
lenging. As the tectonic plates in the Indo-
Pacific shift, major players are making their
moves and testing the waters. For all its at-
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H EIg htS Of pESSI mism I Job losses in urban areas as a consequence of COVID-19-related lockdowns

have crushed the confidence levels of city dwellers. Their negative perception of the economy and employment situation has
reached the highest level recorded in at least eight years. The negative perception remained high with regard to the overall
price situation and incomes too. The survey was conducted between April 29 and May 10 in 13 major cities

A YEAR'S HIGHEST

The urban unemployment rate (UR)

stood at 14.73% in May 2021, the

highest in 12 months. It was 23.14%
in May 2020 during the COVID-19-

induced national lockdown

PRICE LEVELS INCREASE

Around 90% said that the price levels
of commodities increased in May 2021
compared to May 2020. The negative

perception on price rise fell marginally
in May 2021 compared to March 2021
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ECONOMIC SITUATION

As many as 81.4% of the respondents
said that the country's economic
situation worsened in May 2021
compared to May 2020. This perception
is the highest since September 2012

EMPLOYMENT

As many as 82.1% respondents said
that the country's employment
situation worsened in May 2021
compared to May 2020. This is also
the highest since September 2012

INCOME LEVELS DECREASE

Over 58% of respondents said that
their income levels decreased in May
2021 compared to May 2020. In May
2020, this figure increased sharply
after the lockdown was imposed
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tempts to play down the relevance of the
Quad, Beijing realises that the grouping,
with all its weaknesses, is emerging as a real-
ity and there is little it can do to prevent that.
It tried but failed. And so, it is agitated about
Quad’s future role and its potential success
in offering the regional states an alternative
to its own strong-arm tactics.

The Quad member states are busy in figur-
ing out a cohesive agenda amongst them-
selves and there are no plans for an expan-
sion. There is a desire to work with
like-minded nations but that can only hap-
pen if the four members of the Quad can
build a credible platform first. No one is
sending out invitations to join Quad and no
one has shown an interest. But Beijing wants
to ensure that after failing in its initial at-
tempt to prevent the Quad from gaining any
traction, its message is well understood by
other states who may harbour any desire of
working closely with the Quad members to
uphold a rules-based order in the Indo-Pacif-
ic. With its message to Dhaka, Beijing was
laying down a marker that nations should de-
sist from engaging with the Quad.

Growing momentum of Quad
Of course, this aggressive diplomacy is likely
to have the opposite effect, but that is for the
future. For the moment, it is enough for Beij-
ing to showcase its public disapproval of a
platform that has gained rapid traction. Beij-
ing has failed to prevent nations from the
West to the East from coming out with their
Indo-Pacific strategies, it has failed to pre-
vent the operationalisation of the Quad, and
now it might be worried about other nations
in the region thinking of engaging with the
Quad more proactively. Even Bangladesh is
planning to come out with its own Indo-Pac-
ific strategy and Beijing has now warned
Dhaka that a close cooperation with the
Quad should not be part of the policy mix.
This is just the beginning. As the Quad
gains more momentum and the churn in the
waters of the Indo-Pacific leads to new coun-
tervailing coalitions against China, Beijing’s
belligerence can only be expected to grow.
For many regional states in South Asia and
the Indo-Pacific, it has been a smooth ride so
far with China being the only game in town.
For all the criticism China has heaped on the
Quad’s members for trying to create an ex-
clusive clique, it will be Beijing that is likely
to demand clear-cut foreign policy choices
from its regional interlocutors. And states
are more likely to push back than become
subservient to Chinese largesse.

Harsh V. Pant is Director, Studies at Observer Research
Foundation, New Delhi and Professor of International
Relations, King's College London
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FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 8, 1971
Administration of evacuee camps

The West Bengal Chief Minister, Mr. Ajoy
Mukherji, said here to-day [Calcutta, June 7]
that the Army was not agreeable to take the
entire charge of the administration of Bangla
Desh evacuee camps. Mr. Mukherji, who dis-
cussed the issue yesterday at his residence
with the Army Chief Gen. S.H.F.J. Maneksh-
aw, said he was told that since the Army had
many other jobs to perform it could not take
the responsibility for administering the
camps. He said the Centre had taken the en-
tire financial burden. It would also lend the
services of some senior Central officers. The
State Government, however, would have to
provide the major portion of the staff for
running the camps as Bengali-speaking peo-
ple would be helpful in the matter. He said
that on the completion of construction of
the camps outside the State, trains, trucks
and aircraft would be transporting the eva-
cuees there. Work on some camps in Banku-
ra and Birbhum districts in the State was al-
so in progress. He said accommodation of
refugees had become the main problem
with the onset of monsoon. The Govern-
ment was experiencing extreme difficulty in
procuring construction materials. Prices of
articles were shooting up every day.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 8, 1921

‘The Bible has lost its hold’

The fact that the Bible has long lost its hold
over the peoples of the West is frankly ack-
nowledged by Mr. H.G. Wells. Writing in the
Sunday Times on the salvaging of civilisation
he says: “It has been the book that has held
together the fabric of Western civilisation. It
has been the handbook of life to countless
millions of men and women. The civilisation
we possess could not have come into exis-
tence and could not have been sustained
without it. It has explained the world to the
mass of our people and it has given them
moral standards and a form into which their
consciences could work. But does it do that
to-day? Frankly, I do not think it does. I think
that during the last century the Bible has lost
much of its former hold. It no longer grips
the community.” And according to him it has
its lost hold because of those sundering
eighteen centuries, because of profound
changes in the methods and mechanisms of
life, and because of the vast extension of our
ideas by the development of science in the
last century. In the opinion of Mr. Wells the
Bible is not all that the West needs at the pre-
sent day.
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Vaccine procurement
to be centralised: PM

“We provided logistical sup-
port, funds and other en-
couragement to our scien-
tists and manufactures, with
the result that by the end of
the year we had two “made
in India” vaccines. A situa-
tion different from before,
when it would be decades
before vaccines developed
abroad could become avail-
able in India,” he added.

“We launched the vacci-
nation drive against CO-
VID-19 on January 16 and
kept to guidelines provided
by WHO and best practices
of other countries. We
prioritised our healthcare
and frontline workers, el-
derly and those with comor-
bidities. It doesn’t bear
thinking what would have
happened in the second
wave if our frontline work-
ers had not been vaccinat-
ed,” Mr. Modi said.

“As COVID-19 cases start-
ed declining, questions
arose about the lack of
choice for States and some
people questioned why the
Central government was de-
ciding everything. Flexibili-
ty in lockdown and one-
size-does-not-fit-all type ar-
guments  were were
forwarded,” he said.

As the vaccination pro-
gressed from January 16 to
April end, India’s vaccina-
tion programme was run-
ning under the Central go-
vernment and people were
“showing discipline in get-
ting vaccinated when their
turn came” he said.

“Amidst this demands for
decentralisation of vaccina-

tion were raised, decision
about priority to certain age
groups was raised. Many
types of pressures were ex-
erted and certain sections of
the media houses ran a cam-
paign to this effect as well,”
he said. “So, we announced
that from May 1, 25% of all
procurement for the vacci-
nation programme would
be done by State govern-
ments. Many tried and came
up against many challenges
that the Centre had man-
aged to overcome, dealing
with manufacturers, pricing
etc. Then a few days back
many States said that a re-
verting to the old system
was better,” he said.

“We will be reverting to
the old system where the
Centre can procure upto
75% of the doses of vaccines
and it will provide them free
to State governments, even
for the age group 18-44,” he
said. “Those who want to go
to private facilities, that too
will be allowed, as private
institutions can procure
25% of vaccines from manu-
facturers, but there will be a
cap of T150 per dose as ser-
vice charge over the cost of
the vaccine,” he said.

He expressed optimism
that more vaccine candi-
dates will be available in the
country in the future, in-
cluding an under-develop-
ment nasal vaccine. He ad-
ded that trials for vaccines
for children were also going
and urged people to spike
rumours over vaccines and
encourage as many as possi-
ble to get inoculated.

18 feared killed in Pune
chemical factory fire

The bodies were taken to
the Sassoon General Hospi-
tal for post-mortem and
identification through DNA
testing.

Deputy Chief Minister
Ajit Pawar, who is also
Pune’s Guardian Minister,
announced an ex gratia pay-
ment of I5 lakh each for the
kin of the deceased on be-
half of the Maharashtra go-
vernment.

The Centre also an-
nounced a compensation of
32 lakh each for the kin of
the deceased and 350,000
for the injured.

“Pained by the loss of
lives due to a fire at a factory
in Pune, Maharashtra. Con-
dolences to the bereaved fa-
milies,” tweeted Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi.

“It is tragic that the work-
ers of a chemical company
died in a fire near Urawade
village. It is even more tragic
that the fire brigade was un-
able to rescue some of the
victims despite their best ef-
forts. We sympathise with
the families of those killed

in the accident. The police
have already registered a
case,” said Mr. Pawar. A
probe had been ordered in-
to the incident.

Panel to probe

A committee headed by the
Pune District Collector has
been formed to determine
the cause of the fire.

On information about the
fire, teams of the Pune Me-
tropolitan Region Develop-
ment Authority (PMRDA)
and the Maharashtra Indus-
trial Development Corpora-
tion (MIDC) fire brigade
rushed to the spot with at
least five fire tenders, water
tankers and fire-fighting
equipment.

The blaze was brought
under control after battling
for five hours.

Fear and pandemonium
reigned supreme outside
the chemical plant as
shocked relatives of the de-
ceased and the missing la-
bourers gathered there,
compelling the Pune police
to restrain them.

Strike in Lakshadweep
for Patel's recall

They also demanded the re-
call of Lakshadweep collec-
tor Asker Ali.

While the people staged
protests at their homes,
panchayat council members
from Kavaratti gathered at
the panchayat office to re-
gister their protest “in a
peaceful manner”. Howev-
er, the police intervened
and the protesters were
turned away, said a spokes-
man for the Save Lakshad-
weep Forum (SLF), which
organised the protests.

“This is the first pan-is-
land protest by the people
under the Lakshadweep ad-
ministration, demanding
that the government roll
back the anti-people poli-
cies unveiled by the Admi-
nistrator,” said a spokesper-
son for the SLF, which
included members across
political ~ parties  and
professions.

“All political parties and
organisations are united in
their demand that the poli-
cies of the Administrator are
anti-people and against the
actual requirements of the

cM
K

people,” the SLF said.

Lockdown extended
Meanwhile, the complete
lockdown on Kavaratti, An-
droth, Kalpeni, Amini, Mini-
coy and Bitra islands has
been extended for seven
more days from Monday, in
view of the high positivity
rate on the islands.

An order issued by the
collector S. Asker Ali said
shops and establishments
selling groceries, vegetables
and other essential com-
modities would be allowed
to open between 1 p. m. and
4 p. m. with prior permis-
sion from district collector
Kavaratti and deputy collec-
tor/block development of-
ficers, authorised officer for
Androth, Kalpeni, Amini,
Minicoy and Bitra islands.

Mr. Ali said the COVID 19
situation had not yet stabil-
ised. There are 1,005 active
cases — 484 on Kavaratti; 16
on Agatti; 51 on Amini; 14 on
Kadmat; 21 on Kiltan, 14 on
Chetlat; 188 on Androth; 24
on Kalpeni; 123 on Minicoy
and 70 on Bitra.

»

‘Remove illegal
constructions
in Aravali land’

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday ordered the Ha-
ryana government and the
Faridabad Municipal Cor-
poration to take “all essen-
tial measures” to remove
encroachments, including
about 10,000 residential
constructions, in the eco-
logically fragile Aravali for-
est land near Lakarpur
Khori village.

A Bench led by Justice
A.M. Khanwilkar dismissed
the argument by the resi-
dents that they should be
rehabilitated first, saying
“land-grabbers  cannot
take the refuge of the rule
of law” and demand fair-
ness. “We expect the Cor-
poration will take all essen-
tial measures to remove
encroachments on the sub-
ject forest land without any
exception, not later than
six weeks from today and
submit a compliance re-
port in that behalf,” the
court directed.

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day agreed to intervene after
the National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR) sounded the alarm
on a spate of complaints
about illegal adoption of CO-
VID orphans through private
individuals and organisa-
tions.

The NCPCR informed a
Bench led by Justices L. Na-
geswara Rao and Aniruddha
Bose that it had received ma-
ny complaints in May that
private individuals and or-
ganisations have been active-
ly collecting data on these
children while claiming that
they want to assist families
and children in adoption.

‘Violates JJ Act’

“Social media posts are cir-
culating that children are up
for adoption. This is plainly
illegal and violates the Juve-
nile Justice Act,” advocate
Shobha Gupta, for an inter-
venor, made an impassioned
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Uncertain future: Twin sisters from Bhopal, who lost both their
parents to COVID-19, play with toys as a relative looks on.
Thousands have been orphaned by the pandemic. sriLe pHoOTO

plea.

“The adoption of or-
phaned/abandoned/ surren-
dered children is lawful only
after the adoption procedure
as given under the Juvenile
Justice Act, 2015 is followed
and the final adoption order
is passed by the prescribed

authority,” Additional Solici-
tor General K.M. Nataraj, for
NCPCR, submitted.

NCPCR statistics shows
that 3,621 children were or-
phaned, 26,176 children lost
either parent and 274 chil-
dren were abandoned bet-
ween April 1, 2021 to June 5,

SCurged to stop illegal adoption

Details of children orphaned by the C

2021. The second wave of the
pandemic was at its worst
form during this period,
leaving a trail of death across
the country.

Justice Rao said the court
would pass the necessary or-
ders on the issue of illegal
adoptions.

The national child rights
body said information about
these children, including
their personal details, are
being leaked from within go-
vernment sources to private
bodies, which circulate
them.

“The Commission is re-
ceiving intimation regarding
disclosure of children’s iden-
tity/ information by govern-
ment authorities to private
NGOs and organizations.
Care must be taken by the
authorities to ensure that
their action is not in viola-
tion of Section 74 of the Juve-
nile Justice Act,” the NCPCR
affidavit said.

The provision prohibits
the disclosure of identity of
children with regard to the

Antigua to investigate Choksi's complaint

Diamantaire alleges Indian ‘chief agent’, ‘high-ranking Indian politician' behind abduction

SUHASINI HAIDAR
DEVESH K. PANDEY
NEW DELHI

After repeatedly rejecting
fugitive businessman Mehul
Choksi’s claim that he had
been abducted from the Ca-
ribbean islands of Antigua
and Barbuda, Antiguan
Prime Minister Gaston
Browne said on Monday that
the police would investigate
the “very serious” offence
that Mr. Choksi might have
been kidnapped to Domini-
ca, ahead of a Tuesday hear-
ing for his bail application.
“An abduction is a serious
offence and assuming the ve-
racity of that claim, law en-
forcement and the executive
would be very concerned,”

p. ﬁ&i 4

Seeking relief: Mehul Choksi is helped into a wheelchair by
police as he arrives at a magistrate's court in Dominica. =ap

Mr. Browne said in a radio in-
terview, adding that he had
earlier dismissed Mr. Chok-
si’s claims because Antigua
and Barbuda do not have a
“culture of abduction”.

In his complaint dated

Farmer leaders release:
SKM claims major victory

All demands of farmers met, it says

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

The Samyukt Kisan Morcha
(SKM), a coalition of farmer
unions, on Monday claimed
major victory in its protest
at Haryana’s Tohana after all
the three farmer leaders ar-
rested this past week were
released. Led by several
SKM leaders, the farmers
had been holding a sit-in at
the Sadar police station for
the past three days in sup-
port of their demands.

Swaraj India national pre-
sident, in a tweet, said all
the demands of the agitating
farmers were met with the
release of the three farmers
leaders, associates of local
MLA Devender Babli with-
drawing their complaint
and the administration
agreeing to withdraw cases
against them.

Seeing no headway in
talks with the local adminis-
tration after two days, the
SKM leaders had on Sunday
given a call for State-wide
sit-in outside the police sta-
tions and made an appeal to
the farmers from four neigh-
bouring districts to reach

Tohana in large numbers for
the protest outside the Sa-
dar police station. The call
for the State-wide agitation
was withdrawn after two of
the leaders, Ravi Azad and
Vikas Sisar, arrested in con-
nection with the protests
against Mr. Babli, were
granted bail on Sunday
night and released from jail
early on Monday.

But the farmer unions
went ahead with their pro-
posed protest outside the
Sadar police station during
the day demanding the re-
lease of the third farmer
leader, Makkhan Singh, and
withdrawal of cases.

“Thousands of protesters
showed up in response to
this call. The bringing of liv-
estock into the protest by a
farmer in the absence of ca-
retakers at home, along
with the pitching up of a
tent and setting up of a stage
along with langar facilities
that provided warm hospi-
tality to the police person-
nel too, marked this particu-
lar battle in the ongoing
farmers’ movement,” said
the SKM.

June 2, Mr. Choksi has
named the woman he claims
entrapped him, Barbara Ja-
barica, and named “Indian
men” — Narender Singh, Ar-
minder Singh and Gurmit
Singht — that he claims beat

him up, forcibly took him on
aboat to Dominica and inter-
rogated him.

Mr. Choksi has not direct-
ly named Indian authorities
for the alleged abduction,
but makes several references
to the possibility that the
men whom the complaint
says “seemed to be highly ex-
perienced mercenaries or
contractors, hired specifical-
ly for the purpose of detain-
ing and abducting me in
such a brutal and unlawful
manner”, intended to take
him back to India.

Mr. Choksi also says Na-
render Singh asked him over
the telephone not to disclose
the names of any offshore ac-
counts that he held.

Mr. Choksi claims that Na-
render Singh, who intro-
duced himself as the ‘chief
agent in charge of the case’,
told him he would be meet-
ing a ‘high-ranking Indian
politician’ soon, that Mr.
Choksi’s citizenship had been
‘fixed’” with Dominican auth-
orities and he would be repa-
triated to India. On Monday,
Dominican Prime Minister
Roosevelt Skerrit said the
rights of Mr. Choksi, whom
he identified as an Indian,
would be respected.

The Ministry of External
Affairs, the Ministry of Home
Affairs and the CBI declined
requests from The Hindu for
a comment on the case, and
Mr. Choksi’s latest claims.

Farmer protests increased
fivefold since 2017: CSE report

12 pan-India protests; most others in Odisha, A.P., Telangana

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
mELHI
Apart from the three conten-
tious Central farm laws, pro-
curement and agricultural
market price-related failures
have contributed to a five-
fold increase in major farm-
ers’ protests since 2017, ac-
cording to data collated by
the Centre for Science and
Environment (CSE).

In 2017, there were 34 ma-

© jor protests across 15 States.

The number has now shot
up to 165 protests across 22
States and Union Territories.

The CSE’s State of Envi-
ronment in Figures 2021 re-
port records that 12 of these
are pan-India protests, in-
cluding 11 agitations against
the three farm reform laws
introduced last year. Along
with protests against State
legislation and inadequate
Budget allocations for the
agricultural sector, such an-
ti-policy agitations account
for 96 major protests across
the country.

However, large numbers
of farmers are also fighting
against market failures and

Farmers from Punjab arriving
at the Singhu border on
Monday. =SusHIL KUMAR VERMA

demanding fair prices,
which have led to 38 major
protests. Battles against ac-
quisition of farm land for de-
velopment projects, includ-
ing highway and airport
construction, are the prime
cause of 17 agitations.

At least seven agitations
have been to demand loan
waivers or to protest poor in-
surance coverage and de-
layed compensation. Farm-
ers have gathered at least
four times to protest the un-
availability or increased
prices of farm inputs and in-
frastructure. The arrests of

protesting farm leaders have
also led to further stirs.

Although Punjab and Ha-
ryana farmers have caught
the limelight for the recent
protests outside Delhi, data
shows that the largest num-
ber of recent protests have
taken place in Odisha, And-
hra Pradesh and Telangana.

The report notes that In-
dia now has more farm la-
bourers than landowning
farmers and cultivators. This
is true in 52% of the coun-
try’s districts, as well as in all
districts of Bihar and Kerala.
More than 28 agricultural
workers and cultivators end
their lives every day. The lat-
est data available shows that
5,957 farmers and an addi-
tional 4,324 farm labourers
died by suicide in 2019.

The CSE has called for
better maintenance of agri-
cultural data, noting that 14
States had actually wit-
nessed a deterioration in the
quality of their land records.
“India is sitting atop a mas-
sive time-bomb of agrarian
crisis and disquiet, and the
clock is ticking away,” it said.

Draft Rules for live-streaming court proceedings out

SC invites
suggestions from
stakeholders

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI
Draft Rules released by the
Supreme Court e-Committee
on Monday for live-stream-
ing and recording court pro-
ceedings propose a 10-mi-
nute delay in transmission
and exclusion of communal-
ly sensitive cases and mat-
ters that involve sexual of-
fences and gender violence
against women.

The Rules are part of the
National Policy and Action

Plan for implementation of
Information and Communi-
cation Technology (ICT) in
the judiciary. Chief Justice of
India N.V. Ramana recently
said the process to make live
stream a reality was actively
under consideration.

Now, the apex court has
invited inputs and feedback
on the ‘Draft Model Rules for
Live-Streaming and Record-
ing of Court Proceedings’.
The Rules would cover live-
streaming and recording of
proceedings in High Courts,
lower courts and tribunals.

Justice D.Y. Chandrachud,
who heads the SC e-Commit-
tee, had written to the Chief

Justices of the High Courts
for their feedback on the
draft Rules. A sub-committee
consisting of judges of the
Bombay, Delhi, Madras and
Karnataka High Courts was
constituted to frame the mo-

del draft Rules.

In his letter, Justice Chan-
drachud said the right of ac-
cess to justice, guaranteed
under Article 21 of the Con-
stitution, “encompasses the
right to access live court pro-
ceedings”. The Rules intend
to balance between access to
information and concerns of
privacy and confidentiality.

Matrimonial matters, cas-
es under the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offenc-
es Act (POCSO) and under
the Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act
would also be exempted
from livestream. The Bench
can exempt, for reasons re-

corded in writing, any case it
considers antithetical to the
administration of justice.

“The final decision as to
whether or not to allow the
live-streaming of the pro-
ceedings or any portion the-
reof will be of the Bench, ho-
wever, it will be guided by
the principle of an open jud-
icial process,” the Rules said.

Personal information such
as date of birth, home ad-
dress, identity card number,
bank account information,
and the personal informa-
tion of related parties, such
as close relatives, witnesses
and other participants, will
be deleted or muted.

»

OVID-19 pandemic leaked on social media, says NCPCR

name, school, age, address
or any information which
would reveal the essential
details of the child.

Susceptible to trafficking
NCPCR urged the court to di-
rect the States and Union
Territories to not place any
confidential  information
about children in the public
domain which would make
them susceptible to traffick-
ing,

“The Commission is also
concerned to note that sever-
al NGOs are seeking mone-
tary support in the name of
children impacted by COVID.
However, there is no disclo-
sure to authorities regarding
actual beneficiaries, as man-
dated under the JJ Act, 2015,”
the NCPCR said.

The Commission asked
the court to direct the States
and UTs to create State Juve-
nile Justice Funds to enable
the credit of donations/ con-
tributions/ subscriptions di-
rectly in the notified ac-
count.

Congress
slams rising
fuel prices

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

As the retail price of petrol
crossed %100 in several ci-
ties, former Congress pre-
sident Rahul Gandhi on
Monday called it a ‘tax col-
lection epidemic’ by the
Central government.

“The process of unlock-
ing has started in many
States. While paying the
bill at the petrol pump, you
will see the growth in infla-
tion by the Modi govern-
ment. The waves of tax col-
lection epidemic are
coming continuously,” Mr.
Gandhi tweeted in Hindi.

His colleague and party
general secretary Randeep
Surjewala also termed the
rise in petrol prices as an
‘excessive public loot” and
blamed the Modi govern-
ment for it.

“Excessive public loot —
in the last 13 months, pe-
trol and diesel have risen
by %25.72 and 323.93 per
litre. In some States, petrol
has crossed 100 per litre.
The increase in taxes by
the Modi government and
not high crude oil price is
responsible for this rise in
petrol and diesel prices,”
Mr. Surjewala tweeted.

The Congress has been
regularly criticising the im-
position of special excise
duty on petroleum pro-
ducts by the Modi govern-
ment and has argued for
bringing petrol and diesel
under the ambit of good
and services tax regime.

J&K leaders
voice concern
on troops

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR

Deployment of paramili-
tary personnel in Jammu
and Kashmir in the past
week has fuelled specula-
tions of the Central govern-
ment pushing new changes
in the Union Territory, and
several leaders voiced their
concern on Monday, de-
manding a clarification
from the government.

Officials said 70 compa-
nies were “reinducted and
redeployed” in parts of the
UT in the past one week.

It is the first time since
the Centre revoked J&K’s
special constitutional posi-
tion on August 5, 2019, that
the UT was witnessing such
large-scale movement of
paramilitary troops.

Police officials, who re-
quested anonymity, de-
scribed the movement as
“just reinduction of per-
sonnel who were dis-
patched for poll duties in
several States in the past
one year”. They claimed
that around 300 compa-
nies of paramilitary per-
sonnel were moved out of
the UT and were “likely to
be brought back”.
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SC flayed decentralised
procurement, paid jabs

Centre’s change in stance comes after 32-page order

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s announcement on
Monday to centralise vac-
cine procurement and pro-
vide free inoculation to the
18-44 age group marks a U-
turn, which comes just a
week after a scathing 32-
page Supreme Court order.

Grilling the Centre for its
flawed vaccination policy,
the court had nudged the go-
vernment to correct its
course, advising that admit-
ting one’s mistakes was a
sign of strength rather than
weakness.

The Supreme Court order
of May 31, which was pu-
blished on June 2, slammed
the Centre on three cardinal
issues — decentralised pro-
curement of vaccines, diffe-
rential pricing and paid vac-
cination for citizens in the
18-44 age group under its
‘Liberalised Vaccine Policy’.
The order was by a Bench
led by Justice DY
Chandrachud.

Under the liberalised poli-
cy introduced in May, the
Centre had reduced its vac-
cine procurement role to
50%, leaving the States to
fend for themselves. The

Minister takes
back remark
on Data Bill

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Union IT Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad’s com-
ment to The Hindu in an
interview on Monday
claiming that the Select
Committee on Personal
Data Protection Bill, 2019
“has given their report”
led to a protest by many
members of the commit-
tee, ultimately forcing him
to recall his comments by
evening.

The committee led by
BJP MP Meenkashi Lekhi is
yet to circulate the draft re-
port among its members.

“l am amazed. On
March 8, I had been as-
sured by Mrs. Meenakshi
Lekhi, Chairperson, that
the draft report will be cir-
culated for comments by
members. That is still
awaited,” said Jairam Ra-
mesh, senior Congress
leader and committee
member. The committee
has so far held 66 meetings
and its last sitting was on
December 29.

Later in the evening, Mr.
Prasad issued a correction.
He tweeted, “I understand
that the Select Committee
of Parliament is still to fi-
nalise its report on Data
Protection Law. I appre-
ciate their hard work. I
look forward to their final
report so that Parliament
approves a Data Protection
Law soon.”

Right on time: The Supreme Court had urged the Centre to

take full charge of procurement of vaccines. =visay soneJi

court questioned the ration-
ale of the sudden change in
policy and said it needed to
test it on the touchstone of
Article 14 (right to equal

treatment) of the
Constitution.
Differential pricing

The court trashed the

Centre’s argument that citi-
zens would not suffer be-
cause States were paying for
their vaccines. But the court
reasoned that the money for
States to buy the vaccines
came out of the public ex-
chequer. Hence, the citizen
was indeed the loser.

On the second aspect of
differential pricing, the
court questioned the
Centre’s logic that it could

buy the vaccines for 150 per
dose because its orders were
bulky. The States had to pay
double.

The court asked the
Centre then why it could not
buy 100% of the vaccines in-
stead.

On the third aspect of
making the age 18-44 group
pay for their vaccine, the
court order said, “The poli-
cy of the Central Govern-
ment for conducting free
vaccination for groups un-
der the first two phases and
replacing it with paid vacci-
nation by the State/Union
Territory Governments and
private hospitals for the per-
sons between 18-44 years is,
prima facie, arbitrary and ir-
rational”.

Oppn. leaders say their constant

pressure led to U-turn in policy

Chief Ministers thank PM for decision on free vaccine for 18-45 age group

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Opposition leaders across
the spectrum on Monday
claimed that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s new vacci-
nation policy of providing
free vaccines to all adults in
government hospitals from
June 21 has been driven by
the Supreme Court’s criti-
cism of its policy and con-
stant pressure from political
rivals.

While the Chief Ministers
of non-BJP-ruled States
thanked the Prime Minister
for ‘reversing’ the Centre’s
earlier policy of asking them
to buy directly from vaccine
producers and offering the
vaccines free of cost, several
Opposition leaders argued
that such a decision should
have been taken right at the
start of the vaccination pro-
gramme, pointing out that
the delay cost many lives.
Among the Chief Ministers
who welcomed the move on
Twitter included Odisha’s
Naveen Patnaik, Tamil Na-
du’s M.K. Stalin, Kerala’s Pin-
arayi Vijayan, Punjab’s Cap-
tain Amarinder Singh and
Rajasthan’s Ashok Gehlot.

West Bengal Chief Minis-

Took him 4 months but
after much pressure, he
has FINALLY listened to
us & implemented what we’ve

been asking all this while. The
well-being of the people of India
should’ve been prioritised since

the very start of this pandemic
MAMATA BANERJEE, West Bengal CM

ter Mamata Banerjee tweet-
ed, “Back in Feb '21 & multi-
ple times thereafter, I'd
written to the PM stating our
long standing demand to
provide vaccines to ALL for
FREE. Took him 4 months
but after much pressure, he
has FINALLY listened to us &
implemented what we've
been asking all this while.
The well-being of the people
of India should’ve been
prioritized since the very
start of this pandemic. Un-
fortunately, this delayed de-
cision by PM has already cost
many lives”.

Mr. Gehlot also contested
Mr Modi’s claim that States
had asked for a ‘free-hand’
from the Centre with regard
to vaccine procurement.

Addressing a virtual press

conference, Congress chief
spokesperson Randeep Sur-
jewala said the Prime Minis-
ter’s announcement partial-
ly met the Congress’
demand for a free universal
vaccination and even now, a
person may have spend
anywhere between 1,900 to
32,700 for two doses if he is
‘forced’ to get vaccinated at a
private hospital because of
non-availability of vaccines
in a government hospital or
opts for a private hospital.
“One simple question — If
vaccines are free for all, why
should private hospitals
charge for them?” asked
former Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi on twitter with hash-
tag #FreeVaccineForAll.
“The cost of the delay has
been unbearable for India as

It’s Assam model for BJP in Uttarakhand

Party plans to fight Assembly polls on the basis of a collective leadership rather than with a CM face

NISTULA HEBBAR
NEW DELHI

The BJP’s uncharacteristic
move to change the Chief Mi-
nister with less than a year to
go for the Assembly election
in Uttarakhand surprised
many when it happened, but
a couple of months down the
line, the party is looking at
going into the polls next year
on the basis of collective lea-
dership rather with a chief
ministerial face.

Party leaders are calling
this collective leadership
pattern the “Assam model”
with no guarantee that the
sitting Chief Minister would
be repeated, referring to the
replacement of Sarbananda
Sonowal with Himanta Biswa
Sarma after the polls.

Tirath Singh Rawat re-

No factions: The BJP wants to put up a united front in

Uttarakhand to rally against rival forces. =FiLe pHOTO

placed Trivendra Singh Ra-
wat in Uttarakhand as Chief
Minister after the latter alie-
nated party MLAs, leaders,
workers and also the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad that threa-
tened him with an agitation
if he did not announce the
withdrawal of the Devastha-

nam Act of 2019 that sought
to regulate the working of a
large number of Hindu
shrines, including the Badri-
nath and Kedarnath temples.

Mr. Tirath Singh Rawat
has reversed many of his pre-
decessor’s unpopular deci-
sions, but he is not consi-

dered an inspiring
administrator.
Stocktaking exercise

At a recent stocktaking exer-
cise held in Uttarakhand, BJP
national general secretary
(organisation) B.L. Santhosh
got much feedback from va-
rious leaders of the party
and one thing was clear: the
exit of Mr. Trivendra Singh
Rawat did not mean the end
to factionalism. Several lead-
ers belonging to various fac-
tions made their concerns
clear to Mr. Santhosh.

“At this time, the faction
of leaders who had moved
from the Congress to the BJP,
led by former Chief Minister
Vijay Bahuguna, is active, as
are those belonging to fac-
tions led by previous BJP

Chief Ministers. While Mr. Ti-
rath Singh Rawat has tried to
reverse many unpopular de-
cisions of the Trivendra
Singh Rawat government, he
has not been able accommo-
date many of these faction
leaders in his team,” said a
source.

The divisions within the
party have prompted the
central leadership to empha-
sise the collective leadership
trope to begin preparations
for the next Assembly polls.
“Please remember that this is
the same State unit that
raised slogans of ‘Khanduri
hai zaroori’ [Khanduri is ne-
cessary] in 2012 before losing
the polls due to heavy infight-
ing between the Brahmin
and Rajput lobby,” said a se-
nior State unit leader.

Trinamool will have units across nation: Abhishek

‘We will take the
BJP head-onin
every State’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA
Two days after he was ap-
pointed general secretary of
the Trinamool Congress,
Abhishek Banerjee said on
Monday that his aim was to
spread the footprint of the
party across the country.
Speaking to presspersons
at the Trinamool Congress

No Raj Bhavan appointee
from my family: Dhankhar

SHIV SAHAY SINGH

KOLKATA

West Bengal Governor Jag-
deep Dhankhar on Monday
refuted Trinamool Congress
MP Mahua Moitra’s allega-
tions about appointment of
members of his “extended
family” at the Raj Bhavan in
different capacities. Mr.
Dhankhar called it a “dis-
traction strategy to divert at-
tention from the “alarming
law and order situation” in
the State.

“Assertion @MahuaMoi-
tra in tweet & Media that six
coterminous appointee
0SDs [officers on special du-
ty] in personal staff are rela-
tives is FACTUALLY WRONG.
0SDs are from three states
and belong to four different
castes. None of them is part
of close family. Four of them
are not from my caste or
State,” Mr. Dhankhar tweet-
ed.

On Sunday, Ms. Moitra al-
leged that six appointees at
the Raj Bhavan were from

cM
K

the Governor’s “extended fa-
mily”. On Monday, she
asked the Governor to ex-
plain how the appointees
got into the Raj Bhavan.

She also shared a screen
grab from the Raj Bhavan
website highlighting four
names and asking how they
were appointed OSDs.

The Governor said, “This
is unfolding of “distraction
strategy” to divert attention
from alarming law and order
scenario @MamataOfficial.
Would continue undeterred
and with zeal to serve the
people of state and vindicate
my oath of office under Arti-
cle 159 of the Constitution”.

Trinamool Congress gen-
eral secretary Abhishek Ba-
nerjee refused to comment
on the ‘appointments’, but
said the Governor should be
mindful of the high constitu-
tional office he held. When
the Governor raised allega-
tions of political violence, he
should be specific about the
name and place, he said.

»

-
Abhishek Banerjee

headquarters, Mr. Banerjee
said that the party had got
congratulatory ~ messages
from every State in the coun-
try after it defeated the Bha-

ratiya Janata Party in the
West Bengal Assembly polls.

“We received around one
lakh emails from people
across India thanking the
TMC for defeating the BJP.
We will take the BJP head-on
in every State where the TMC
builds its foundation,” he
said.

Mr. Banerjee did not name
the States, but said if the Tri-
namool Congress intended
to set up a unit in any State, it
would not be about winning
one or two MLAs. The party

would like to come to power
in the State.

Dynasty politics

The Diamond Harbour MP
responded to questions
whether his elevation as gen-
eral secretary indicated the
rise of dynasty politics in the
State. “Dynasty can be better
than being nasty. If the Un-
ion government passes a law
that no second person from
a family will occupy a public
post, I will accept it. Can the
BJP pass such a resolution?”

said Mr Banerjee.

He referred to Jay Shah,
son of Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, holding the post
of secretary of Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India and
said he himself would not oc-
cupy any post in government
for the next 20 years. He was
not the Number 2 in the par-
ty, only an ordinary worker
who had been the youth pre-
sident for the past six years
and had now assumed the
role of the party’s general se-
cretary.

it resulted in tens of thou-
sands of deaths,” added se-
nior Congress leader Anand
Sharma.

Questioning the 25% quo-
ta of vaccines for private hos-
pitals, CPI(M) general secre-
tary Sitaram Yechury said,
“The  vaccination pro-
gramme is funded by peo-
ple's money. So why is the
discrimination continuing?
This is not a largesse by the
Modi government, it is not a
favour that they are granting
us.”

“The opposition parties,
including ours have been de-
manding universal, free vac-
cines and free foodgrains for
the vulnerable. The govern-
ment did not listen to the
Opposition and then the Su-
preme Court had to step in,”
said CPI general secretary D.
Raja, adding, “Vaccination is
the government's responsi-
bility; it is not an act of
charity”

Leader of the Opposition
in the Rajya Sabha Mallikar-
jun Kharge also took to Twit-
ter to ask “if Govt has
enough doses to vaccinate
the most vulnerable people
by July as it plans. Where is
the blueprint for it?”

The missives
that pushed
for free doses

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Opposition parties,
jointly and individually,
have repeatedly in the past
few weeks demanded free
and universal vaccines
from the Central govern-
ment. In May, two joint
statements were issued by
opposition parties reiterat-
ing this demand. Other
than these, two opposition
Chief Ministers — Kerala’s
Pinarayi Vijayan and Jhark-
hand’s Hemant Soren —
sent off missives.

These are not counting
the innumerable letters
shot off by the parties
individually.

On May 2, when the
country was facing a huge
oxygen shortage the Oppo-
sition parties issued a joint
statement, urging the
Prime Minister to focus all
attention to ensure unin-
terrupted flow of oxygen
supplies. They also spoke
about changing the vacci-
nation policy.

“We call upon the Cen-
tral government to imme-
diately launch a free mass
vaccination programme
across the country. The
budgetary allocation of
235,000 crore for the vac-
cine programme must be
utilised for this,” they said.

BJP flags attack
on Dalits in Bihar

Party questions police functioning

AMARNATH TEWARY

PATNA

After the Hindustani Awam
Morcha (Secular) and the
Vikassheel Insaan Party, the
BJP, the largest ally in the Bi-
har ruling coalition, has
raised questions over
claims of good governance
by the NDA government in
the State.

BJP State chief Sanjay
Jaiswal, in a Facebook post
on Sunday, questioned the
functioning of the police
and raised concern over the
recent spurt in attacks on
Dalits by minority commun-
ity members in different

parts of the State.

Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar holds the Home
portfolio.

“Instead of taking action
against the guilty in inci-
dents of communal clashes
between members of mi-
nority communities and the
Scheduled Castes, the pol-
ice always send members of
both warring communities
to jail,” Dr. Jaiswal said.

“On June 5, I got informa-
tion from Dhangarhwa vil-
lage that some members of
the minority community
have blocked the pathway
of Dalit community by rais-
ing a brick wall. I spoke to
local officials and they re-
solved the issue,” Dr. Jaiswal
said.

There had been spurt in

Sanjay Jaiswal

such incidents in last few
days in the State, he said.
“In East Champaran dis-
trict, members of Dalit com-
munities not only got police
thrashing but were also sent
to jail when they sought pol-
ice help. Over six such inci-
dents were reported from
Dhaka area of the district in
recent days. Instead of tak-
ing action against those
guilty, police sent members
of both the warring com-
munities to jail,” he said.

RJD’s poser

Mr. Jaiswal’s statement
evoked a sharp reaction
from the Rashtriya Janata
Dal.

“The BJP State president
has questioned the so-called
good governance of CM Nit-
ish Kumar. Will the ruling al-
liance partner JD(U) leaders
chop off Dr. Jaiswal’s arms
for this,” asked RJD leader
Mrityunjay Tiwari.
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Death toll in India tops 3.5 lakh

Daily COVID-19 cases in the country drop below 1 lakh; test positivity rate at 4%

7 I .
Govt. is manipulating
COVID-19 data: Priyanka
NEW DELHI

Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on
Monday accused the
Narendra Modi government
of "suppressing and
manipulating” data related to
the pandemic and using it as
a "tool for propaganda"” to
save the government's
image. "The Modi
government's emphasis on
propaganda over saving lives
has caused immense damage.
It is answerable to the people
of India," she said on social
media.

Bombay HC gives nod for
use of repaired ventilators
MUMBAI

The Aurangabad Bench of the
Bombay High Court on
Monday allowed the use of
repaired ventilators provided
they are supported by stand-
by machines. A Division Bench
of Justices R.V. Ghuge and
B.U. Debadwar perused the
affidavit by the Centre and
said, "We have been told
through this affidavit that the
ventilators are safe to be
used on patients.” On May 25,
the Bench was informed that
19 ventilators provided by the
Centre had serious flaws.

Doctors move SC against
AIIMS PG exam notice
NEW DELHI

A group of doctors has moved
the Supreme Court
challenging an AIIMS
notification announcing June
16 as the date for the
Postgraduate Entrance Test-
INICET exams in “utter
disregard" of an assurance
from the Prime Minister's
Office to postpone PG exams
by four months. The petition
said an assurance was also
given that students would be
given a month's time to
prepare for the exams.

Rajasthan eases
lockdown restrictions
JAIPUR

The Rajasthan government on
Monday modified the
COVID-19 lockdown to ease
restrictions following a
recommendation of the
Council of Ministers to strike
a balance between containing
the virus infection and
securing the livelihood of
people. The Home
Department issued new
guidelines to allow
commercial activities and
widen the scope of permitted
activities. The shops and
commercial establishments
will be allowed to open from
6a.m.to4p.m.

Actor to the rescue of
zoos in Karnataka

MYSURU

A video featuring actor
Darshan Thoogudeepa with
an appeal for supporting the
zoos of Karnataka, badly hit
by the COVID-19 pandemic,
has received good response
from his fans and others as
donations to the tune of ¥43
lakh have been received in
two days. The closure of zoos
due to the lockdown resulted
in zero revenue.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

India recorded 83,887 new
COVID-19 cases and 2,075
new deaths till 9.30 p.m. on
Monday. The country has so
far reported a total of

2,89,93,541 cases and
3,51,304 deaths.
Tamil Nadu reported

19,448 new infections, fol-
lowed by Karnataka (11,958)
and Maharashtra (10,219).
Tamil Nadu also recorded
351 new casualties on the
day, followed by Maharash-
tra (340) and Karnataka
(340). Maharashtra’s fatali-
ties include backlog deaths
which were missed in the
previous reports.

The figures do not include
cases and deaths from
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Tripura, Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands and Ladakh. The
data are sourced from the
health bulletins of the res-
pective States and Union
Territories.

Nearly 15.88 lakh samples
were tested in the country

Govt. revises vaccine rules

Inoculation
coverage

In 10 out of 31 States
/ U.T.s, the share of
18+ population that
has received at
least one dose
of a COVID-19
vaccine is less
than 20%

% of 18+ population

vaccinated with at

least one dose

I 10-15% 25-30%
15-20% [ 30-35%
20-25% Ml >35%

on Sunday (the results for
which were made available
on Monday). India’s average
daily test positivity rate (pos-
itive cases identified for ev-
ery 100 tests) continues to
decline. It was 4% on June 6
compared with 9% recorded
a week before.

Nearly 13.91 lakh vaccine
doses were administered in
the country in the 24 hours
ending 7 a.m. on Monday,
which is nearly 19.62 lakh

for those going abroad

Covishield second dose after 28 days

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Students and those travell-
ing abroad for jobs or as
part of the Indian contin-
gent for the Tokyo Olympics
can take the second dose of
Covishield after 28 days, the
Centre said on Monday.

As per the revised rules,
the facility will be available
to those who need to under-
take international travel for
the specified purposes till
August 31 this year, and the
mention of the vaccine type
as “Covishield” is sufficient
and “no other qualifying en-
tries are required”, the Un-
ion Health Ministry said in a
statement.

While the States and the
Union Territories will desig-
nate a competent authority
in each district for permis-
sion for such administration
of the second dose of Cov-
ishield, the order stated that
CoWIN certificates will be
linked to the passports of
such travellers.

At present, the second

dose is administered 12 to 16
weeks after the first dose.

The Ministry said the Co-
WIN system would soon
provide the facility for the
administration of second
dose in such exceptional
cases.

The Ministry said it was
advised that vaccination
might be availed of in such
cases through passport,
which was one of the per-
missible ID documents as
per the current guidelines,
so that the passport number
was printed in the certifi-
cate. If passport was not
used at the time of adminis-
tration of the first dose, the
details of the photo ID card
used for vaccination would
be printed in the vaccina-
tion certificate and mention
of the passport in the vacci-
nation certificate was not to
be insisted upon.

The Ministry has issued
standard operating proce-
dures and asked the States
to take all measures to im-
mediately implement them.
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doses fewer than what was
recorded in the previous 24
hours. However, it is 3.73
lakh more doses than what
was recorded during the
same period a week ago. The
seven-day rolling average of
daily vaccinations in the
country continues to in-
crease. It stood at 26.96 lakh
on June 6, which is more
than the 23.5lakh recorded a
week before (May 30). About
20% of adults in India, 40.5%

28,000 cases of
MuCOrmycosis

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

India has reported 28,252
cases of mucormycosis,
Union Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan said on Monday. Of
them, 86% had a history of
COVID-19 infection and
62.3% had diabetes.
Maharashtra reported the
most number of cases.

of those aged above 45 and
44.7% of people aged above
60, have been administered
at least one dose of vaccine,
until 8 p.m. on Monday.

India continued to record
the highest number of daily
deaths in the world with
2,896 average daily fatalities
on June 6. The two other
countries with the highest
daily death count after India
were Brazil (1,639) and Mexi-
co (756).

Punjab extends restrictions till
June 15 with some relaxations

Case positivity declines to 3.2%, active cases coming down

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Chief Minister Ama-
rinder Singh on Monday or-
dered extension of COVID-19
restrictions in the State till
June 15 with certain relaxa-
tions.

Shops can remain open
till 6 p.m., while private of-
fices can function with 50%
strength. Night curfew will
remain in force from 7 p.m.
to 6 a.m. on weekdays and
Saturdays, while regular
weekend curfew will conti-
nue on Sundays, he said.

With the test positivity de-
clining to 3.2% and active
cases also coming down,
gatherings up to 20 people
are allowed at weddings and
cremations. Entry restric-
tions (negative COVID test/
vaccination) on arrivals have
also been done away with

Recruitment exams will
be allowed to be held subject
to adherence to social dis-

Ensure doctors can work
without fear, IMA urges PM

‘Stop spread of misinformation against modern medicine’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
WDELHI

The Indian Medical Associa-
tion (IMA) on Monday urged
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to ensure that medical
professionals are allowed to
work without fear.

The IMA, in a letter, said
Mr. Modi’s urgent interven-
tion was required to stop the
continuous and ongoing
physical and mental assault
on doctors as well as deliber-
ate spread of misinforma-
tion against modern medi-
cine and vaccination by
certain people with vested
interests.

“Any person(s) who
spreads misinformation
against the vaccination

drive, which is meant to
fight the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, must be booked and pun-
ished in accordance with law
including under the relevant
provisions of the Epidemic
Diseases Act, 1897, the In-
dian Penal Code and the Dis-

g ||

Constant monitoring: Doctors attending to patients at a
COVID Care Centre in New Delhi.

aster Management
2005,” it stressed.

Any attempt of any per-
son to fool the gullible public
and promote so-called
“magic remedies” or “won-
der drugs” without the ap-
proval of the Union Health
Ministry ought to be cur-
tailed. The government
should promote universal
free vaccination to all above
18.

The IMA noted that post

Act,
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COVID-19 complications of
lung fibrosis, increased
thrombotic events and fun-
gal infections were on the
rise and that there was need
to get prepared for the same.

“We appeal to you to set
up a separate research cell
to study these complications
in detail and to come out
with multi-faceted treatment
guidelines in all disciplines
of medicine,” the letter
urged.

300 stranded Indians take Chinese vaccines abroad

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BEIJING
More than 300 Indians, who
have managed to take Chi-
nese COVID-19 vaccines to
comply with China’s stipula-
tion for travellers from India
to be inoculated with its jabs,
have urged Beijing to lift tra-
vel restrictions and permit
them to return to join their
jobs and businesses.

On March 15, China made

it mandatory for travellers
coming from India and 19
other countries to get Chi-
nese vaccines. The announ-
cement put hundreds of In-
dians, who are working and
doing business in China but
stuck in India due to travel
restrictions, in a dilemma as
Chinese vaccines are not
available in the country.

But desperate to return to
join their jobs and families in

China, more than 300 In-
dians travelled to neighbour-
ing countries such as Nepal
and the Maldives besides Du-
bai to get the Chinese jabs,
incurring huge expenditure.
However, their efforts were
in vain as the Chinese Em-
bassy has not started issuing
visas for their return.
Following this, more than
200 Indians jointly sent writ-
ten representation to Chi-

nese Ambassador to India
Sun Weidong early this
month. They have also writ-
ten to the Indian Embassy in
Beijing, seeking its help to fa-
cilitate their early return.
“Respected H.E Sun Sir,
now that we have been suc-
cessfully vaccinated by the
Chinese vaccine, kindly
guide us with a way forward.
We request you to start visa
issuance to Indian nationals,

which has been stopped
since early November last
year,” the Indian community
in China wrote to the Chi-
nese Ambassador.

The letter was attached
with the names of 202 In-
dians who had taken Chinese
vaccines.

Subsequently, the associa-
tion members told PTI that
the number had gone up to
more than 300.

b,
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tancing and other norms,
though the Chief Minister
said online mode should be
preferred. Sports training
for national and internation-
al events has also been per-
mitted and the Department
of Sports and Youth Affairs
has been asked to issue the
guidelines.

Reviewing the pandemic
situation virtually with Mi-
nisters, police and adminis-
trative officials and health
experts, the Chief Minister
said district administrations

may determine opening of
non-essential shops, includ-
ing on weekend, on the basis
of local situation, while en-
suring that crowding leading
to spread of COVID-19 is
avoided. On government of-
fices, he said attendance can
be decided by the head of
the office but co-morbid/dis-
abled employees may be
exempted.

Further relaxations will
be allowed in the coming
weeks if the cases continue
to decline, he said, adding
that gyms and restaurants
could be opened after a
week with 50%, if the situa-
tion improves. Owners and
workers of the gyms and res-
taurants should get them-
selves vaccinated.

On the spread of mucor-
mycosis, the Chief Minister
said there are 381 cases in
the State. There is adequate
supply of drugs, he assured
the people.

UDID card can be used
to register on COWIN

Include it as photo ID, Centre tells States

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Union Health Ministry
on Monday asked the States
to include the Unique Dis-
ability Identification (UDID)
card as a photo ID for regis-
tering on the CoWIN 2.0
portal for COVID-19 vaccina-
tion.

As per the guidance note
for COWIN 2.0 issued on
March 2, seven photo IDs
were prescribed for benefi-
ciary verification prior to
vaccination.

In a letter written to the
States and the Union Terri-
tories, the Ministry said the
UDID card, issued by the De-
partment of Empowerment
of Persons with Disabilities,
Ministry of Social Justice

and Empowerment, had all
the necessary features such
as the name, year of birth,
gender and photograph of
the person, and met the cri-
teria for use of identification
in vaccination.

“Therefore, with a view
to further facilitating access
to vaccination for persons
with disability, it has been
decided to include the UDID
in the list of prescribed pho-
to ID document for CO-
VID-19 vaccination. The ne-
cessary provisions for the
same are being made and
will be available in CoWIN
shortly,” it stated.

It advised the States to
widely publicise the use of
UDID card for accessing vac-
cination.

Centre warns against
misuse of Remdesivir

‘Not for patients with mild symptoms’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Union Health Ministry
said on Monday that Remde-
sivir, a drug currently used
in treatment of COVID-19,
can be used only in select
moderate/ severe hospital-
ised patients on supplemen-
tal oxygen, as it is a reserve
drug approved under the
emergency use authorisa-
tion based on limited scien-
tific evidence globally.

In a revised advisory, it
said the drug is not indicat-
ed in patients with mild
symptoms who are in home

care/ COVID Care Centres
and that doctors are advised
to exercise extreme caution
in using it. The Ministry said
the advisory is aimed at
stopping the misuse of the
drug, which is relatively ex-
pensive, has limited availa-
bility and has a potential to
harm.

The Ministry recom-
mended that Remdesivir
must be advised by senior
faculty members/ special-
ists involved in a patient’s
care. The order must have
the signature and stamp of
the doctor.

TH

[ R[] s QW] R[] + 13268

(set by Arden)

7 2 3 7 |5 3 7 8
g 10

i
2 13

14
15
16 7
18

19 20
21 2

23
24 %
%6 27
B ACROSS

1 Do eat mushroom, take it (6)
4 Preserve ground for game (8)

9 Capital Lima — placed on both sides of delta (6)
10 Pay off in stages, it romanticises some of those returning (8)
12 Soldiers involved in attack, lost one — it's hard cheese (8)

13 No set back for world leaders surrounded by petals (6)
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15 Cars in the air, going around in this day and age (9,3)

18 Source of Ayn Rand’s work (12)

21 Animals retreating are getting little coverage (6)

22 West loses nothing but gets a chance (8)

24 Jacket takes sheen off case hardening, perhaps (8)

25 After emptying a barrel, German’s all sozzled (6)

26 Died unfortunately, any time it could blow up (8)

27 Remarks about fool catching fish (6)

B DOWN

1 Special cocktail with a drop of lemon and myrtle pepper (8)

2 Central part in country isn't upper class — it’s the opposite (8)

3 Expertise to claim island is in Lake Michigan initially (15)

5 Automatic machine — covers are on top (4)

6 Basic facts: In the beginning, cricket tournament excluded royalty

(5,10)

7 A setter having a drink, raises a question (6)

8 Outstanding! Girl picked up an escort (6)

11 Knowing with gear change, you get greasepaint (7)

14 Popular supporter extremely cheeky at the beginning (7)

16 Agreed it's fast in grass (8)

17 Volumes on crime, from top to bottom (8)

19 | went for a point, kept calm (6)

20 Two boys find a well wisher (6)
23 Flock right back (4)
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Ineffable grace of the guru

As a poet, philosopher and preceptor par excellence, Adi
Sankara’s name is synonymous with the Advaita Siddhanta
he has firmly established in the spiritual tradition. Apart
from his discerning bashyas to the Prastanatraya texts, he
has composed many Prakarana granthas to instil faith and
belief in this tradition at a time when people were confused
by doubts about the validity of the Vedas and of the Su-
preme Brahman. He travelled through the length and
breadth of the country to debate, discuss and argue for this
siddhanta. In his grantha Satasloki, he pays a glowing tri-
bute to the role of the preceptor who alone is capable of
transmitting the highest knowledge, atma tatva, to his disci-
ples, said Sri K. Ramasubramaniam in a discourse.

Generally many laukika ideas, objects etc, are grasped by
means of comparison, description, inference, etc. In sastras
too, for instance, the all-pervading atma swaroopa is ex-
plained by comparing it to the akasa. In the medical field,
analysis, extensive tests, etc, lead to research findings that
are based on inference or anumana. But the acharya con-
fesses in the first verse of this grantha that he has checked
thoroughly for a suitable analogy to describe the ineffable
greatness of the guru’s grace. The guru imparts jnana which
is very rare and at best, the example of the philosopher’s
stone may seem to be a fitting analogy. This stone has the
power to convert base metals into gold and even so, the
acharya converts even a dull sishya into a realised soul.

But the analogy falls short because the transformed gold
does not possess the power of the philosopher’s stone. But
in the case of the guru, when an ordinary disciple is initiated
to the state of realisation, he too automatically gets the pow-
er to convert his disciples also into jnanis.

»
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China hosts ASEAN Foreign Ministers

It seeks closer economic cooperation with Southeast Asian nations while pushing back against Quad

ANANTH KRISHNAN

China is hosting Foreign Mi-
nisters from the 10 ASEAN
countries on Monday and
Tuesday, with Beijing push-
ing for closer economic
cooperation and aligning CO-
VID-19 recovery efforts even
as it looks to push back
against the recent regional
outreach of the Quad
grouping.

Chinese officials have in
recent weeks stepped up
criticism of the Quad — the
informal India, Australia, Ja-
pan and the United States
grouping — and of Washing-
ton in particular. During re-
cent visits to Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh, China’s Defence
Minister called on both
countries to reject “military
alliances” — a term that some
Beijing are using to describe
the Quad, but a label that the
group rejects.

China’s Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin

Upgrading ties: China's Foreign Minister Wang Yi will be
holding bilateral meetings with the visiting Ministers. =arp/FiLE

said in a statement the Chi-
na-ASEAN Foreign Ministers
meeting, in the city of
Chongqging, would mark the
30-year anniversary of rela-
tions and also “focus on
combating COVID-19, pro-
moting economic recovery,
[and] better dovetail[ing]
strategic plans.” A vaccine
passport connecting China
and ASEAN countries is also
being discussed.

China’s Foreign Minister

Wang Yi will hold bilateral
meetings with all the visiting
Ministers, and also chair a
meeting of the Lancang-Me-
kong Cooperation (LMC)
with Cambodia, Laos, Myan-
mar, Thailand and Vietnam.

Economic cooperation

Deepening economic coop-
eration, particularly follow-
ing the signing of the Region-
al Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) trade

Rescue mission: Soldiers and volunteers at the site of a train collision in Ghotki district in
southern Pakistan on Monday. At least 43 people were killed and dozens injured when a

packed inter-city train ploughed into an express train that had derailed just minutes ago.
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FDA conditionally approves
controversial Alzheimer’s drug

The drug, Aduhelm, has been granted ‘accelerated approval

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN
WASHINGTON

The U.S.’s pharma regulator,
the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA), made a much
anticipated ruling on Mon-
day, in conditionally approv-
ing the use of an Alzheimer’s
drug, called aducanumab,
the first such approval since
2003. The drug, which goes
by the brand name Adu-
helm, has been granted ‘ac-
celerated approval’, mean-
ing it will need to verify
expected clinical benefits in
anew trial.

The drug’s approval had
become controversial, with
growing pressure from those
impacted by the debilitating
degenerative brain disease
on one hand and opposition
from many in the scientific
community who were not
convinced that the drug had
demonstrated efficacy in
trials, on the other. The
FDA’s conditional approval
on Monday took account of
this.

On Monday, Patrizia Ca-
vazzoni, director of the

FDA’s Center for Drug Eval-

ELSEWHERE

Boko Haram leader ‘kills
self’ in fight with rivals
ABUJA

The Islamic State West
African Province militant
group said in an audio
recording on Sunday that
Abubakar Shekau, leader of
rival Boko Haram, was dead.
Shekau died around May 18
after detonating an explosive
device when he was pursued
by ISWAP fighters, a person
purporting to be ISWAP
leader Abu Musab al-Barnawi
said in the audio. reuTers
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uation and Research, wrote
on the organisation’s web-
site that “the data included
in the applicant’s submis-
sion were highly complex
and left residual uncertain-
ties regarding clinical bene-
fit”

Aducanumab is based on
the amyloid hypothesis of
the disease — that plaques
made of beta amyloid pep-
tide (a type of protein) form
in the patients brain leading
to cognitive decline and pro-
blems with thinking. The
drug supposedly binds to be-
ta amyloid molecules and re-
moves them. The drug, a
monoclonal antibody, is gi-
ven monthly via injection to
patients who suffer from ear-
ly stages of Alzheimer’s.

‘No strong evidence’

The drug, developed by Bio-
gen, a Cambridge (Massa-
chusetts)-based company
and Eisai Co., a Japanese
company, was pulled out of
two trials in 2019 after it was
thought not to be working.
In October of last year, Bio-
gen said a high dose of the

drug slightly slowed cogni-
tive decline.

A panel of experts — not
part of the FDA — had ruled
last November that the drug
did not show “strong evi-
dence” of working. Their de-
cision was non-binding on
the FDA. Other scientists
and a think tank had said sa-
fety concerns around the
drug did not outweigh any
possible benefits, the New
York Times reported.

“The late-stage develop-
ment program for Aduhelm
consisted of two phase 3
clinical trials. One study met
the primary endpoint, show-
ing reduction in clinical de-
cline. The second trial did
not meet the primary end-
point. In all studies in which
it was evaluated, however,
Aduhelm consistently and
very convincingly reduced
the level of amyloid plaques
in the brain in a dose- and
time-dependent fashion. It is
expected that the reduction
in amyloid plaque will result
in a reduction in clinical de-
cline,” Ms. Cavazzoni wrote
on Monday.

Mali strongman vows to

honour poll commitments

deal, would be China’s focus,
analysts in Beijing said, even
as it grapples with disputes
over the South China Sea.
Recently, China and the Phi-
lippines have clashed over
the presence of Chinese ves-
sels near a disputed reef,
while Malaysia alleged the in-
trusion of 16 Chinese aircraft
into its airspace.

The Communist Party-run
Global Times on Monday
blamed the U.S. for those
tensions rather than China’s
moves that prompted the
protests from the Philippines
and Malaysia. Countries “see
clearly that quarrels on
South China Sea are not the
biggest threat to regional sta-
bility; it is the U.S., whose
warships frequently sail
through the sensitive waters
and try to force ASEAN coun-
tries take sides to confront
China,” the newspaper
wrote.

After the first Quad lead-
ers’ summit held in March

and the announcement of a
regional vaccine initiative,
many Chinese analysts
framed ASEAN as a key space
where Chinese and Quad in-
itiatives may rub up against
each other.

China “cannot rule out the
possibilities that Quad mem-
bers will further rope in
ASEAN members to counter
China as Southeast Asia is of
great significance to the U.S.
Indo-Pacific Strategy,” wrote
Yuan Zheng, senior fellow of
the Institute of American
Studies at the Chinese Aca-
demy of Social Sciences. “Yet
ASEAN will not easily take
sides.”

The framing of the Quad
as “an Asian NATO” by Beij-
ing has been criticised by the
group’s members. India’s Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar in April described
the using of words such as
“Asian NATO” as “a mind
game which people are play-
ing”.

Fujimori leads in tight Peru
presidential poll over Castillo

The country has seen four Presidents in the last three years

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LIMA

Right-wing populist Keiko
Fujimori held a narrow lead
on Monday in Peru’s presi-
dential election, but the cri-
sis-hit nation’s race was too
close to call as votes were
still being tabulated from
countryside bastions of sup-
port for radical leftist Pedro
Castillo.

Ms. Fujimori had 50.2% of
ballots to Mr. Castillo’s
49.8%, according to partial
results from Peru’s electoral
body, with about 90% of
polling stations counted af-
ter voting on Sunday in a
country battered by years of
political turbulence.

Whoever wins will take
leadership of a nation in cri-
sis, suffering from recession
and with the worst coronavi-
rus fatality rate in the world
after recording more than

Maldives wins UNGA election,
India seeks close cooperation

‘Talks are on to bring in Indian diplomat as Chef de Cabinet’

SUHASINI HAIDAR

NEW DELHI

In a first for the Maldives, Fo-
reign Minister Abdulla Sha-
hid was elected the Presi-
dent of the UN General
Assembly for 202122, win-
ning 143 votes or nearly
three-fourths of the 191
countries that voted in the
annual election, while his
rival, former Afghanistan Fo-
reign Minister Zalmai Ras-
soul, won 48.

Mr. Shahid’s win was wel-
comed in particular in New
Delhi, where Indian diplo-
mats had been active behind
the scenes in helping the
Maldives canvass for him, af-
ter Maldives announced its
candidate for the 76th Gen-
eral Assembly Presidency a
year ago. Sources confirmed
that given the close coopera-
tion between both coun-
tries, Maldives is in discus-
sions with the Indian
mission for India’s deputy
Permanent Representative
at the UN Nagaraj Naidu to
officiate as Mr. Shahid’s Chef
de Cabinet.

Maldives President Ibra-
him Solih called the election

Jeft Bezos to
fly to space
next month

REUTERS

WASHINGTON

Amazon’s billionaire foun-
der Jeff Bezos said on Mon-
day he and his brother
Mark will fly on the first
crewed space flight from
his rocket company Blue
Origin next month.

“Ever since I was five
years old, I've dreamed of
traveling to space. On July
20th, I will take that jour-
ney with my brother,” Mr.
Bezos said in an Instagram
post.

Mr. Bezos, who is due to
step down as Amazon’s
chief on July 5, will join the
winner of an auction for a
seat on the spaceflight
from Blue Origin.

Abdulla Shahid

win “resounding” and a
“great honour for the Mal-
dives”, while former Presi-
dent and Maldives speaker
Mohammad Nasheed said it
was a “great day” for small
island states and for “climate
vulnerable countries
everywhere”.

“This is a testimony as
much to [Mr. Shahid’s] own
stature as to the standing of
Maldives. We look forward
to working with him to
strengthen multilateralism
and its much-needed re-
forms,” said External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar.

As The Hindu had report-
ed last week, India had
made it clear to Afghanis-
tan’s government that it

would be unable to support
Mr. Rassoul as it had de-
clared its support for Mal-
dives publicly in November,
long before Afghanistan an-
nounced its candidature in
January this year. The an-
nouncement had caused an
awkward tussle within the
Asia Pacific group, whose
turn it is to take the Presi-
dency of the General As-
sembly, and especially for
India, which has close ties
with both countries.

Surprising development
Sources said the announce-
ment was a “surprising de-
velopment”, and that it was
important for Maldives to
take the position that it has,
unlike Afghanistan, never
held before.

“Both Maldives and Af-
ghanistan have excellent ties
with India and both candi-
dates are friends of India.
However, since India had al-
ready committed its support
to Maldives at a time when
no other candidate was in
the fray, India voted in fa-
vour of Maldives,” the sourc-
es said.

Keiko Fujimori

1,84,000 deaths among its
33 million population.

Peruvians will also look to
the winner to end years of
political turmoil after four
Presidents in the last three
years, and with seven of the
last 10 of the country’s lead-
ers either having been con-
victed of or investigated for
corruption.

The head of Peru’s top
electoral body (ONPE), Piero

Corvetto, warned that many
polling stations from rural
areas — Mr. Castillo’s strong-
hold — had yet to be tallied.

“They haven’t counted
our votes yet,” Mr. Castillo
told supporters on Sunday
in Tacabamba, in the north-
ern Cajamarca region where
he lives.

Mr. Castillo, 51, had ear-
lier urged his supporters to
“stay calm.”

Ms. Fujimori, 46, also
called for caution, saying:
“Seeing how small the gap
is, it is essential to maintain
prudence and I say that for
all Peruvians.”

Both candidates pro-
mised to respect the results
as they cast their own ballots
on Sunday.

“We’re not going to know
(the winner) until the last
vote” is counted, political
scientist Jessica Smith said.

Mexico President poised to
hold majority in elections

His party falls short of supermajority

ASSOCIATED PRESS
MEXICO CITY

President Andrés Manuel
Lopez Obrador’s party and
its allies appeared poised to
maintain their majority in
Mexico’s lower chamber of
the Congress, but fell short
of a supermajority, as some
voters boosted the strug-
gling Opposition, according
to initial election results.

Electoral authorities re-
leased “quick count” results
based on voting samples
that allow estimates of the
voting trends to determine
the rough potential makeup
of the Chamber of Deputies
late Sunday.

Mr. Lopez Obrador’s Mo-
rena party will have to rely
on votes from its allies in the
Workers Party and Green
Party, but together they
were expected to capture
between 265 and 292 seats
in the 500-seat chamber.
Morena alone was expected
to win 190 to 203 seats.

Significant decline

That would signal a signifi-
cant decline for the Presi-
dent’s party. In the current
Congress, Morena has a sim-
ple majority, holding 253

Manuel Lépez Obrador

seats on its own. It would al-
so deprive the President of a
qualified majority of two-
thirds required to approve
constitutional reforms.

He appeared to acknow-
ledge that new reality on
Monday. He praised the
election as “free, clean” and
said Mexicans had shown a
degree of political maturity
“never seen.”

The opposition alliance
made up of the Institutional
Revolutionary Party, Na-
tional Action Party and Par-
ty of the Democratic Revolu-
tion were estimated to win
between 181 and 213 seats.
Those would be gains for
those parties, which have
often appeared rudderless
in the face of Mr. Lopez
Obrador’s popularity.
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E-tenders are invited for following items from reputed manufacturers directly or
through their dealers /accredited agents through MSTC portal website

NMDC Limited

(A Government of India Enterprise)
'Khanij Bhavan', 10-3-311/A, Castle Hills, Masab Tank, Hyderabad - 500 028
Telephone: 040-23536740, 23538713 to 23538721 Ext: 545

EMAIL; jpsingh@nmdc.co.in; bmkumar@nmdc.co.in; gnanakumar@nmdc.co.in
Corporate Identity Number (CIN) - L13100TG1958G01001674

Dt. 07.06.2021

http://www.mstcecommerce.com/eprochome/nmdc/buyer_login.jsp
Display of Last date &
. . Qty Tender Time for
Description of Equipment (NO) | Documents | submission
Period of Final offer
Design, Manufacture, Supply, Draft Tender:
Replacement of Server/Client 07.06.2021
Operating Software and Hard- to
ware for the Existing PLC System 21-06-2021
(Honeywell Automation) of Dep- FINAL Tender | 15-07-2021
11C Crushing Plant and 01 (Tentative) by 2.30PM
11C- Down Hill at BIOM Kirandul 01/07/2021 (IsT)
Complex, Chhattisgarh State. T
(Prebid Meeting on 21/6/2021 15/07/2021
at 11.00 AM through Microsoft upto 2.30 p.m
Teams.)

Prospective bidders may visit our websites: www.nmdc.co.in; CPP Portal
https://eprocure.gov.in; https://mstcecommerce.com and may download
the tender documents. Any corrigendum to the above tender notice will be
uploaded on our website and MSTC e -portal only.

CGM (Materials)

www.omecl.in

ODISHA MINERAL EXPLORATION CORPORATION LIMITED
3rd Floor, Boyan Bhawan, Bhubaneswar-751001, Odisha

&JOMECL

NOTICE FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

EOI No. 02/OMECL/2021

Date : 08.06.2021

No

Sl. Events / Parameters

Tentative Schedule / Details

Assimi Goita was sworn in as President

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BAMAKO

Malian strongman Colonel As-
simi Goita vowed to honour his
country’s commitments and
reaffirmed the goal of staging
elections by next February as
he was sworn in as transitional
President on Monday following
his second coup in less than a
year.

The ceremony in Bamako
came after Col. Goita, who
headed a coup last August,
ousted the civilian President
and Prime Minister of a transi-
tional government on May 24.

»

In doing so, he sparked di-
plomatic uproar and deepened
fears of chaos in a country key
to efforts to stem the jihadist
insurgency sweeping the Sa-
hel.

“I swear before God and the
Malian people to preserve the
republican regime... to pre-
serve democratic gains,” said
Col. Goita.

“I would like to reassure
sub-regional, regional organi-
sations and the wider interna-
tional community that Mali
will uphold all its commit-
ments,” the coup leader said.

1

Name of EOI

Expression of Interest (EOI) from Mining Software Consultancy
Y .

Organizations for Design, D

of

Mineral Exploration Database Management System (MEDBMS)

Availability of EOIl on the e-tendering
portal of Government of Odisha

08.06.2021

Last date for sending queries to OMECL

Date: 17.06.2021; Time: 5:00 PM (IST); queries may be sent by

email to omecloffice@gmail.com

Meeting with interested agencies

21.06.2021, Time: 03:00 PM

To be held via Video Conferencing (VC) - Link shall be shared via

email with the interested agencies

5

Issue of responses to queries,
addendum / corrigendum, if required

Date : 25.06.2021

6

EOI due date (Last Date & Time of EOI
responses by interested O

09.07.2021

)| Time : 04:00 PM

7

Opening of EOI responses

13.07.2021 Time : 11:00 AM

All other details can be seen from the EOl document available on the e-procurement portal of the

Government of Odisha (www.tendersodisha.gov.in) and on the website of OMECL (www.omecl.in).

OMECL reserves the right to reject any or all EOls without assigning any reason thereof.

sd/- Director (Geology)

The Odisha Mineral Exploration Corporation Ltd. (OMECL)

3™ floor, Boyan Bhawan, Unit-3, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru Marg
Bhubaneswar, 751001, Odisha. Tel: 0674-2399914

CAD-407: OIPR-30024/11/0002/2122

WN{{IgA TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED

Kagithapuram - 639 136. KARUR Dist. Tamil Nadu

Ph. : 04324 - 277001 (10 Lines) Email: purchase.pulp@tnpl.co.in

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

TNPL Invites Tender for the following

Tender : . Tender
No Material Description due date

212213 Bleached Hard i

001118 leached Hardwood Sulphate Pulp for Unit | 21.06.2021

gggﬁgg Stoneground softwood Pulp for Unit Il 22.06.2021

www.tenders.tn.gov.in.
DIPR/1694/Tender/2021

Detailed terms and conditions, Tender fee, EMD, quantity, etc., are available in the
tender Documents which can be downloaded from websites :

TNPL - Maker of bagasse based eco-friendly Paper

www.tnpl.com /

02-07-2021 at 11.30 Hours.

g-procurement portal

DIPR/Bengaluru/R.0.N0.494/2021-22

Karnataka Road Development Corporation Limited
(A Government of Karnataka Enterprise)
“Samparka Soudha”, No.8, Dr. Rajkumar Road,
Rajajinagar 1st Block, Bengaluru-560 010. Tele Fax: 080-22024000

E-mail: cekrdcl@gmail.com Website: www.krdcl.in

No. KRDCL/IFB/EQI/2021-22/2

INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
(on e-procurement basis)

1. The Karnataka Road Development Corporation Limited (KRDCL)
intends to short-list the eligible consulting firms who have experience
as Independent Engineer / Construction Supervision on BOT / Public
funded projects to act as “Independent Engineer (IE)”. The services
required as Independent Engineer for the project of “Development
of State Highway No. 132 commencing from Ch.1.500 to 10.000 to
Four lane divided carriage way and from Ch.10.000 to 27.170 to
Two lane carriageway from Bellary city to Andhra Pradesh (AP)
border on Design-Build-Finance-Operate-Transfer (DBFOT)
Annuity Basis” during Operation & Maintenance period.

2. The services will be required over a period of 36 months.

3. Interested applicants may access the document indicating
instructions for selection of Independent Engineer from

e-procurement portal www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in from
08-06-2021 onwards and proposals to be submitted not later than
17.30 Hours on 30-06-2021. Opening of EOI proposal is on

4. Further, any addendums / clarifications / calendar of events
regarding the bid documents will be published / uploaded only on

5. Please note that the Authority reserves the right to accept or reject
allotany of the Bids without assigning any reason whatsoever.
*Please note henceforth, any changes in the schedule will not be
published through News papers and further changes will be
updated only on e-portal / KRDCL Website http://www.krdcl.in

COVID-19. DO NOT PANIC, BE AWARE

« OFet .o . Maintain
@ @ Wear FoIIow Physical |n| & Hand
as Distancing >~ Hygiene

Date: 07-06-2021

Sd/- Chief Engineer
KRDCL, Bengaluru

)
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MARKET WATCH

07-06-2021 % CHANGE

Sensex 52,329 0.44
US Dollar 72.80 0.26
Gold 48,107 -1.13
Brent oil 71.47 -0.04

PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports 878.60.......44.75
Asian Paints 2933.10 8.20
Axis Bank 751.10 9.05
Bajaj Auto 4249.75 -0.30
Bajaj Finserv. 11828.55..-327.10
Bajaj Finance 5729.75..-263.70
Bharti Airtel 536.45 3.75
BPCL 481.40. 3.15
Britannia Ind 3542.60....... 53.30
Cipla 939.80 -6.60
Coal India 156.25 3.15
Divis Lab 4229.95....-31.65
Dr Reddys Lab 5219.20 35.80

Eicher Motors 2754.45 9.85

Grasim Ind 1501.00. -2.25
HCL Tech 949.60.......13.05
HDFC 2585.75......-33.30
HDFC Bank 1499.85 -1.10
HDFC Life 680.10 -0.80
Hero MotoCorp 3052.25 3.85
Hindalco 395.00 -0.05
Hind Unilever 2339.30 -2.75
ICICI Bank 648.20 5.50
Indusind Bank 1025.20 15.90
Infosys 1389.65 4.00
Indian OilCorp 114.70 0.10
ITC 211.45 2.70
JSW Steel 715.75 -5.45
Kotak Bank 1814.90 3.70
L&T 1557.80 20.25
M&M 803.85 -0.75
Maruti Suzuki 7275.65 60.95
Nestle India Ltd. ... 17532.55.....105.75
NTPC 116.40 4.65
ONGC 125.15 -0.30
PowerGrid Corp 236.25 10.10
Reliance Ind 2227.40.......36.90
SBI Life 988.50 -0.65
State Bank 432.25 -1.35
Shree Cement 29155.80...1002.15
Sun Pharma 675.35 1.40
Tata  Consumer

Products Ltd. 699.95 13.00
Tata Motors 345.50 10.55
Tata Steel 1128.70 8.00
TCS 3183.20......39.45
Tech Mahindra 1034.40 15.20
Titan 1685.10 5.60
UltraTech Cement.....6849.65.....185.35
UPL 850.50 14.25
Wipro 548.25 7.05

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on June 07

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL
US Dollar 72.60.......72.92
Euro 88.23......88.65
British Pound 102.69...103.17
Japanese Yen (100) ... 66.34.....66.64
Chinese Yuan 11.35....11.40
Swiss Franc 80.69.......81.05
Singapore Dollar 54.82 55.09
Canadian Dollar 60.10.......60.37
Malaysian Ringitt 17.59 17.66

Source:Indian Bank

IN BRIEF

Union Bank posts Q4 net
profit at 1,330 crore

NEW DELHI

State-owned Union Bank of
India on Monday reported a
standalone net profit of
¥1,329.77 crore for the March
quarter 2020-21. The lender
incurred a net loss of
¥2,503.18 crore in the year-
earlier quarter. Union Bank
said that the results were not
comparable as they included
operations of the erstwhile
Andhra Bank and Corporation
Bank. e

Tata Digital to invest up
to $75 million in CureFit
MUMBAI

Tata Digital Ltd., a 100%
subsidiary of Tata Sons, has
entered into an MoU for
investing up to $75 million
(X547 crore) in CureFit
Healthcare, a health and
fitness company, subject to
approvals. CureFit founder
and CEO Mukesh Bansal will
join Tata Digital in an
executive role as president.
He will also continue in his
leadership role at CureFit.

NCLT approves Piramal's DHFL ofter

Tribunal says approval subject to final NCLAT ruling, SC’s judgment on Kapil Wadhawan'’s plea

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI
The National Company Law
Tribunal on Monday ap-
proved the Piramal Group’s
bid for bankrupt-DHFL, sub-
ject to certain conditions.
The NCLT’s Mumbai-
bench, chaired by H P Cha-
turvedi and Ravikumar Du-
raisamy, said the approval is
subject to the final ruling
from the National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal and
the Supreme Court’s judg-
ment on Kapil Wadhawan in
the matter.

‘More to FD holders’
In its order, NCLT asked
DHFL’s Committee of Credi-
tors (CoC) to consider giving
more money to small fixed
deposit holders under the
approved resolution plan.
“We are not remanding
the plan back to CoC, we res-

Banks to shift
189,000-crore
NPAs to NARCL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

Banks have identified
about 22 bad loans worth
89,000 crore to be trans-
ferred to the National Asset
Reconstruction Company
Ltd. (NARCL) in the initial
phase, according to Union
Bank of India MD and CEO
Rajkiran Rai G.

“The Indian Banks’ As-
sociation (IBA) has asked
lead banks to call for meet-
ings and keep an approval
ready so that as soon as the
ARC is formed, they can
start the process,” Mr. Rai,
who is also the chairman of
IBA, told reporters.

“I think the assessment
in the first phase was of 22
accounts of about ¥89,000
crore for the system.”

[

HOME LOANS
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Taking wing again: The approval is a significant milestone in
DHFL's resolution, says Piramal Group. =ReuTers

pect their commercial wis-
dom,” the bench said.

NCLT also rejected former
DHFL promoter Mr. Wadha-
wan’s plea to get access to a
copy of the resolution plan.

On May 25, the NCLAT had
stayed the direction of NCLT
asking the lenders of DHFL

to consider the offer by Mr.
Wadhawan. The appellate
tribunal had also clarified
that its order should not de-
ter NCLT from deciding on
approval for the resolution
plan selected by the CoC.
NCLAT’s direction had
come on an urgent petition

moved by the Union Bank of
India on behalf of the CoC.
On May 19, NCLT had asked
the RBI-appointed adminis-
trator of DHFL to present the
settlement plan offered by
Mr. Wadhawan to the CoC.
In January, the CoC voted
to accept the Piramal
Group’s 337,250 crore offer
under the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC).

‘Positive trendsettter’
Welcoming the NCLT ruling,
the Piramal Group said,
“This is one of India’s largest
IBC proceedings, and the ve-
ry first in the financial sector.
In that regard, it is an impor-
tant and positive trendsetter
for the future. The approval
from NCLT is a significant
milestone in DHFL'’s resolu-
tion and an affirmation of the
sanctity of the IBC process”.
Last year, Mr. Wadhawan

‘Second wave may delay
resolutions, increase haircuts’

FY22 realisation under IBC rests on 8-9 large accounts: ICRA

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The second wave of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic may again
delay resolutions under the
Insolvency & Bankruptcy
Code (IBC) and increase
haircuts for lenders, though
realisations for financial
creditors is likely to improve
under the Code in FY22,
ICRA said in a report.
Stating that realisation for
financial creditors from the
resolution under the IBC fell
to 326,000 crore in FY21 —
almost a quarter of the reali-
sations in FY20 — it said fi-
nancial creditors may realise
about 55,000-60,000 crore
in FY22, largely driven by

‘MSMEs, retailers need to
adapt to home delivery’

‘Demand for consumer goods to go up’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Micro, small and medium
enterprises and retailers
need to adapt to the home
delivery model at the ear-
liest to leverage the antici-
pated pent up demand for
consumer goods over the
next three months, accord-
ing to a survey by
LocalCircles.

A majority of 66% res-
pondents said their top cri-
teria for deciding the mode
of buying will be contactless
home delivery and adhe-
rence to social distancing
over the next three months.
About 13% voted for conve-
nience, 3% for price, 15% for
supporting small businesses
and 1% for ‘other’ reasons.

“The survey received
more than 40,000 respons-
es from citizens residing in
303 districts of India,” Lo-
calCircles said. The survey

added that one in three hou-
seholds would need to pur-
chase a gadget.

On the must-have pro-
ducts they needed as house-
holds in the next three

months, 33% respondents
said they required equip-
ment such as laptop and
mobiles for work from
home or other activities,
23% wanted appliances
such as ACs, coolers, fans
and whitegoods and 22%
needed home appliances,
bedding and furnishings.

the expected resolution of a
large housing finance firm.
This is likely to be DHFL.
“The pandemic has in-
creased operational chal-
lenges for the various parties
involved in a corporate in-
solvency resolution process,
which resulted in limited
cases yielding a resolution

MRF Q4 profit
halves, to pay
150 dividend

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Tyre major MRF’s standa-
lone net profit halved to
%317 crore for the fourth
quarter ended March from
the year-earlier period.

However, the FY20 Q4
profit of 669 crore includ-
ed 451 crore in deferred
tax. Revenue from opera-
tions rose by almost 31% to
34,738 crore.

The board declared a to-
tal dividend of 150 per
equity share (1500%) for
FY21 to mark its 60th An-
nual General Meeting. On
Monday, the board de-
clared a final dividend of
%94 per share and a special
dividend of 350 per share.
Earlier, it had paid two in-
terim dividends of 33 each.

MRF said it hoped in a
month or two the situation
in India will turn more sta-
ble, enabling the business
to return to normalcy.

Google to change global advertising
practices in landmark antitrust deal

French authority fines U.SS. tech firm $268 mn; probe followed publishers’ plaint

REUTERS
PARIS

Google said it would make
changes to its global adver-
tising business to ensure it
did not abuse its dominance,
bowing to antitrust pressure
for the first time in a land-
mark  settlement  with
French authorities.

The deal with the French
competition watchdog could
help rebalance the power ov-
er advertising in favour of
publishers, which held sway
over the business in the pre-
Internet era but lost control
with the rapid rise of Google
and Facebook.

The settlement, which
was announced on Monday
and also saw Google fined
€220 million ($268 million),
is the first time the U.S. tech
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giant has agreed to make
changes to its huge advertis-
ing business, which brings in
the bulk of its revenue.

“The decision to sanction
Google is of particular signif-
icance because it’s the first
decision in the world focus-
ing on the complex algorith-
mic auction processes on
which the online ad business

»

relies,” said France’s anti-
trust chief Isabelle de Silva.

The watchdog found that
Google’s ad management
platform for large publishers
— Google Ad Manager — fa-
voured the company’s own
online ad marketplace - Goo-
gle AdX - where publishers
sell space to advertisers in
real-time. Ad Manager pro-
vided AdX with strategic da-
ta such as the winning bid-
ding prices, while AdX also
enjoyed privileged access to
requests made by advertis-
ers via Google’s ad services,
the authority said.

AdX, in turn, exchanged
data more smoothly with Ad
Manager than it did with oth-
er advertising management
platforms, the watchdog ad-
ded. Such platforms are cru-

cial for publishers to manage
and sell advertising space.

Under the terms of the
settlement, Google made
commitments to improve
the way Ad Manager services
worked with rival ad servers
and ad space sales plat-
forms, the French watchdog
said. Some changes would
be implemented by the first
quarter of 2022, it said, ad-
ding that Google would not
appeal the decision.

The French authority said
the decision opens the way
for publishers who felt disad-
vantaged to seek damages
from Google. It launched its
investigation in 2019 follow-
ing a complaint from News
Corp., French news publish-
ing group Le Figaroand Bel-
gian press group Rossel.

plan,” ICRA said. “Further,
the suspension of new pro-
ceedings under the IBC for
the entire fiscal resulted in a
sharp slowdown in the reso-
lution process,” it added.
“The increase in the reso-
lution amount in FY22
would depend on the ex-
pected resolution of a large
housing finance company
which is awaiting the NCLT’s
approval but is also under li-
tigation in the higher
courts,” said Abhishek Da-
fria, VP and group head,
Structured Finance, ICRA.
In FY22, realisations
would depend on successful
resolution of 8-9 big-ticket
accounts, ICRA said.

had made his settlement off-
er. The offer was rejected by
the CoC, citing lack of credi-
bility and the valuations at-
tached to the proposed asset
sales. Mr. Wadhawan had
proposed repaying lenders
by selling assets.

In November 2019, RBI
had referred DHFL — then
the third-largest pure-play
mortgage lender — for reso-
lution under the IBC.

DHFL had gone bankrupt
with more than 390,000
crore in debt to various len-
ders, including banks, mu-
tual funds and individual in-
vestors who kept fixed
deposits with the company.

DHFL’s shares would be
delisted from stock exchang-
es post acquisition by Pira-
mal Capital and Housing Fi-
nance, sources told PTI.

(With inputs from Lala-
tendu Mishra in Mumbai)

Central Bank
4 loss tapers
to 1,349 crore

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Central Bank of India’s net
loss narrowed to 1,349
crore in the fourth quarter
from a loss of 1,529 crore a
year earlier, due to im-
proved performance.

For the year ended
March 31, net loss nar-
rowed to I888 crore from
1,121 crore in the previous
year. Net NPA improved to
5.77% in FY21 from 7.63% in
FY20. Gross NPA improved
t0 16.6% (18.9%). The bank
made a provision of 33,262
crore in Q4 towards NPA,
compared with 1,583
crore a year earlier. Slip-
page ratio improved to
4.40% in FY21 (6.02%). Ho-
wever the Q4 figures wor-
sened to 3.91% (0.28%)

Heightened stress
could delay bank
privatisation: Fitch

‘Investor interest needed for success’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Centre’s plan to priva-
tise two public sector banks
this year could face delays
on account of higher stress
levels in banks’ balance
sheets due to COVID-19, as
well as political hurdles in
effecting necessary legisla-
tive changes, Fitch Ratings
said on Monday.

The government has an-
nounced an ambitious disin-
vestment target of Z1.75 lakh
crore for 2021-22, which in-
cludes the sale of two banks,
yet to be officially identified
from the dozen public sec-
tor entities in the sector.

“The bold move to priva-
tise state-run banks faces
risk from political opposi-
tion and structural challeng-
es including heightened ba-
lance-sheet stress due to the
pandemic, which is likely to
keep bank performance
subdued for the next 2-3
years,” Fitch said in a note.

Arguing that investors’
appetite for government-
owned banks is muted due
to ‘structurally weak gover-
nance frameworks’ and
‘persistently weak perfor-
mance, reflected in signifi-
cant asset-quality pro-
blems’, the ratings agency
said that larger banks have
generally ‘compromised’
financials.

‘Resistance from unions’
Investor interest might be
especially muted in banks
prohibited by the central
bank from pursuing fresh
loans and new branches un-
der the prompt corrective
action framework.

“There could also be
more resistance from the
trade unions this time

around, who will be against
the safety-net withdrawal of
state ownership. Success of
the plan would also require
sufficient interest from in-
vestor(s) willing to acquire
large stake(s) in state-owned
banks and run them,” it ad-
ded.

State-owned banks have
been more active in extend-
ing relief and forbearance
measures announced by the
authorities than their priv-
ate peers, Fitch noted,
stressing this would make it
more difficult to assess
stress levels at these banks.

Work culture differences
and more ‘bureaucratic’ or-
ganisational practices at pu-
blic sector banks also pose a
challenge.

“Similar challenges and
the absence of meaningful
investor interest resulted in
the state ultimately having
to sell its majority stake in
IDBI Bank to LIC in 2019,
which has somewhat been
privatisation in letter but
not in spirit.

“However, this could
change in 2021 if both go-
vernment and LIC are able
to divest a majority stake in
the bank to an external in-
vestor, as it may be indica-
tive of broader investor ap-
petite in state banks with
adequate loan-loss re-
serves,” it concluded.

Training future leaders
with 21t century
communication skilis

Introducing

STE‘IEﬂ

\,__‘) LAST SUMMER BATCH

THE HINDU GROUP

] An interactive English learning course for kids from classes 4-7.

Coach your kids with 10 LIVE classes on present day aspects of communication.

BRI Strategies to improve public speaking skills with focus on aspects such as
persuasion, expression of emotions, etc.

Limited

(YY) Best practices to improve writing structure and introduction to using tools like PowerPoint

(T Engaging exercises and activities to actively develop listening skills

(@I Practical tips and guidance to continue developing communication skills

Summer batch begins on 14" June

Classes on all weekdays 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm

To develop your child's overall communication skills, visit BIT.LY/JUNIORPLUS

»

Scan the QR code
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Djokovic survives a scare to make quarterfinals

Rallies from two sets down to advance as Musetti retires; Sakkari demolishes Kenin; young Gauff continues to soar

ROLAND-GARROS

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS

Novak Djokovic went from a
big deficit to his best tennis
on Monday at Roland Garros,
erasing a two-set deficit and
grabbing 13 games in a row in
a dominant display before his
opponent stopped playing
because of an injury.

The result officially goes
into the books as a retire-
ment by Lorenzo Musetti, a
talented 19-year-old from Ita-
ly making his Grand Slam de-
but.

The score when he quit
showed Djokovic ahead 6-7
(7), 67(2), 6-1, 6-0, 4-0.

It took Djokovic more than
two sets and two hours to get
going in the right direction at
Court Philippe Chatrier, but
once he did, it became a one-
way journey. That included a
19-point run for him bridging
the end of the third set and
start of the fourth.

Musetti, so good at the out-
set with his one-handed
backhand and tremendous
touch, is hardly used to this
best-of-five-set format at the
majors and he sought treat-
ment from a trainer after the
fourth. This was the second
five-setter of Musetti’s career
— he won his third-rounder
that way — while Djokovic im-

India’s white
ball tour of

Lanka from
July 13 t0 25

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

India will play three ODIs
and as many T20Is in Sri
Lanka between July 13 to
25, broadcaster Sony
Sports announced on
Monday.

Sony announced the
schedule via social media.

The ODIs will take place
on July 13, 16 and 18 while
the T20Is will be played on
July 21, 23 and 25. The ve-
nues for the the games are
yet to be announced.

It will be a rare occasion
when two India squads will
be playing in different
countries at the same time.
The Virat Kohli-led side will
be preparing for the five-
match Test series against
England at the same time.
The schedule:

ODiIs: July 13, 16 & 18; T20Is:
July 21, 23 & 25.

Milkha and
wife improving,
says family

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHANDIGARH

There is continuous im-
provement in the condi-
tion of sprint icon Milkha
Singh and his wife Nirmal
Kaur as they battle CO-
VID-19 in the Intensive
Care Units of separate hos-
pitals here, read a state-
ment from their family on
Monday.

“Milkha Ji continues to
improve and his condition
is stable. However he is still
in the ICU. Mrs. Nirmal
Milkha Ji is stable and im-
proving. She is battling
hard,” read the statement
issued by the family.

Osaka pulls
out of Berlin
tournament

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BERLIN

Naomi Osaka has pulled
out of next week's Berlin
WTA grasscourt tourna-
ment in the wake of her
controversial exit from the
French Open, organisers
confirmed on Monday.

"We have received notifi-
cation that Naomi Osaka
cannot start in Berlin. After
consulting her manage-
ment, she will take a
break," said a spokesman
for the Berlin tournament,
which starts June 14.
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1 Greek woman to

reach a Grand Slam
singles quarterfinal
in the Open Era (post
1967)

Maiden Grand Slam
1 quarterfinal for

Gauff. She is also
the youngest woman
to reach the last eight
at a Major since Nicole
Vaidisova at the 2006
French Open

(D With a lot of young players we tend

to get satisfied with the small results...
not small results but certain results. [This
time] I was just more hungry for it

GAUFF who has made the fourth round at Australian Open and
Wimbledon, on reaching the quarters at Roland Garros

@ I'm speechless because it’s
the first time, it’s one of my

favourite tournaments, I love

Paris, I'm having a great time and

I don’t want to leave anytime soon
SAKKARI after entering the last eight

Musetti has won

all 10 tie-breaks he |
has played in his

6-Zverev vs
Davidovich Fokina
2-Medvedev vs
5-Tsitsipas

(night session)

21-Rybakina vs
31-Pavlyuchenkova

® Zidansek vs Badosa

proved to 34-10 when going
the distance. Djokovic
wound up 9 for 9 on his
break-point chances and
with a 53-30 edge in winners.

Greece’s Maria Sakkari de-
molished last year’s runner-
up Sofia Kenin 6-1, 6-3 to
reach the last eight of a
Grand Slam for the first time.

The World No. 18 needed just
68 minutes to defeat the
fourth-seeded American.

Sakkari broke Kenin six
times as the 2020 Australian
Open winner committed 32
unforced errors and served
nine double faults.

If Coco Gauff keeps play-
ing like this, she’s going to go

‘Will be quite cool to go
out for the toss with Kohli’

Williamson says they know each other well

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LONDON

Fierce rivals on the pitch
and close friends off it, New
Zealand skipper Kane Wil-
liamson thinks it would be
“quite cool” to walk out for
toss alongside his Indian
counterpart Virat Kohli in
the inaugural World Test
Championship final starting
June 18 in Southampton.
“...we have played against
each other at so many diffe-
rent levels and competitions
and have known each other
fairly well. So, it will be quite
cool walking out there, do-
ing the toss and having a bit
of contact in the first WTC fi-

Mutual respect Williamson says he is looklng forward to a
'bit of contact’ with Kohli during the WTC final. =fiLe pHoTO

nal,” Williamson told the
ICC's official website when
asked about his rivalry with
India captain since their un-
der-19 days in 2008.

“Yeah, they have got a
fantastic attack. Brilliant,
obviously a brilliant side.
Throughout we have seen
the depth they have as well,
certainly saw that in Austra-
lia as well.

“A lot of strengths in their
fast bowling and spin de-
partment. So yeah, a bril-
liant side, ranked right up
the top, which is fair enough
and an exciting opportunity
for us to be involved in the
final taking on the best.”

from teenage prodigy to
Grand Slam champion in a

hurry.
The 17-year-old American
completely  overwhelmed

Ons Jabeur in a 6-3, 6-1 victo-
ry to become the youngest
woman to reach the quarter-
finals at any Grand Slam tour-
nament in 15 years.

Nadal in last eight

m Rafael Nadal defeated
Jannik Sinner 7-5, 6-3, 6-0
to reach the quarterfinals

THE RESULTS

Fourth round: Men: 1-Novak
Djokovic (Srb) bt Lorenzo Muset-
ti (Ita) 6-7(7), 6-7(2), 6-1, 6-0,
4-0, retd; 10-Diego Schwartz-
man (Arg) bt Jan-Lennard Struff
(Ger) 7-6(9), 6-4, 7-5.

Women: 24-Coco Gauff (USA) bt
25-0Ons Jabeur (Tun) 6-3, 6-1;
Barbora Krejcikova (Cze) bt
Sloane Stephens (USA) 6-2, 6-0;
17-Maria Sakkari (Gre) bt 4-Sofia
Kenin (USA) 6-1, 6-3.

Sunday'’s results:

Men: 6-Alexander Zverev (Ger)
bt Kei Nishikori (Jpn) 6-4, 6-1,
6-1; Alejandro Davidovich Fokina
(Esp) bt Federico Delbonis (Arg)
6-4, 6-4, 4-6, 6-4.

Fallen seeds

B Women: 4-Kenin, 25-Jabeur

Rohan Bopanna and his
Croatian partner Franko Sku-
gor lost their men’s doubles
quarterfinal.

The 41-year-old Bopanna
and Skugos went down 7-5,
6-3 to the Spanish duo of Pa-
blo Andujar and Pedro Marti-
nezin a match that lasted one
hour and 17 minutes.

[PL: BCClin a dilemma

over finalising fixtures
Board hoping to push final to Oct. 14 or 15

AMOL KARHADKAR
MUMBAI

More than a week after for-
mally passing a resolution to
schedule the remaining half
of the suspended Indian
Premier League (IPL) in the
United Arab Emirates
(UAE), the Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI) is
in a quandary over finalising
the fixtures of the
tournament.

Given the short window
available between the con-
clusion of India’s Test series
in September and the sche-
duled beginning of the T20
World Cup in mid-October,
the BCCI had targeted Sep-
tember 20 to October 10 as
the window for hosting the
remaining 31 games.

However, with an overlap
of the IPL with other domes-
tic leagues and international
games looking inevitable,
the BCCI is hoping to be al-
lowed to push the final to
October 14 or 15.

It will facilitate the BCCI
to let the participants in the
Caribbean Premier League
take part in a majority of the
IPL matches after playing
the final on September 19.

Chhetris strikes sink Bangladesh

India records first win in FIFA WC qualifiers in six years

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DOHA

India recorded its first win in
FIFA World Cup qualifiers in
six years after talisman Sunil
Chhetri struck twice for a
2-0 win over Bangladesh in
the joint preliminary round
match here on Monday.

Chhetri’s double moved
him on to 74 international
goals — above Lionel Messi
(72) and one goal shy of en-
tering world football’s all-
time top 10

Chhetri first found the
back of the net in the 79th
minute to keep his team on
course for entry into the
third qualifying round of the
2023 Asian Cup.

Starting the match on the
bench, second-half substi-
tute Ashique Kuruniyan deli-
vered a cross from the left
for Chhetri, after a long run
and from a tight angle, head-
ed in brilliantly from behind
Topu Barman at the Al Sadd
Stadium.

It was Chhetri again as he
rounded off his night with
another fine strike in extra
time (90+2) after receiving
the ball from Suresh Singh
from the right flank.

The double strikes meant
India registered its first win
in what was turning out to

»
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Tallsman Ind|a sklpper Sunil Chhetri's brace ended Ind|a s
disappointing run in the qualifiers. =pmi

be one of its worst World
Cup qualifying campaigns in
many years.

It was also its first victory
in World Cup qualifiers away
from home in 20 years.

A confident India found it-
self pressing in the opposi-
tion half after Chhetri’s 73rd
goal in international football
and the move worked for be-
leaguered coach Igor Stimac
as the captain scored his and
the team’s second just be-
fore the final whistle.

Despite being ahead, In-
dia looked to add to its tally

with both Ashique and
Chhetri linking up well, even
as most of the Bangladesh
players moved up in search
of an equaliser.

With his two goals, Chhe-
tri, international football's
second highest scorer
among active players, more
than made up for the fumble
in the 63rd minute when the
unmarked captain missed a
free header after a fine ball
from Brandon Fernandes.
The result:

India 2 (Chhetri 79, 90+2) bt
Bangladesh O.

A slightly relaxed sche-
dule, with fewer double-
headers, may also result in
big-ticket overseas cricke-
ters being allowed to partici-
pate in the IPL by their res-
pective boards. The BCCI
had earlier planned playing
10 double-headers, thus re-
sulting in every team having
to play at least six games in a
fortnight in the extreme
heat of the UAE.

Apprehensive

Sensing a danger of break-
ing down ahead of a World
Cup, many players and
boards had been apprehen-
sive about the IPL. Hence,
the BCCI is trying to reduce
the double-headers in a bid
to attract maximum partici-
pation.

Such a move will mean
the International Cricket
Council will either have to
push the start of T20 World
Cup by almost a week or let
the World Cup qualifiers
clash with IPL Playoffs.

The latter scenario will
not be suitable for the
broadcaster as it is set to
beam both the events in the
Indian subcontinent.

FIRST MATCH

June 12

vs Turkey,
Rome,
12.30 a.m.

ITALIAN
JOB

Manager Roberto Mancini has slowly
but surely restored Italy's pride and
reputation since the disappointment of

missing the 2018 World Cup

GOALKEEPERS: Gianluigi Donnarumma,

Alex Meret, Salvatore Sirigu

Krejcikova's
tears of joy
and relief

AGENCE FRANCE-
PRESSE
PARIS

Barbora Krejcikova
reached her first Grand
Slam quarterfinal at
the French Open on
Monday but only after
locking herself in the
physio’s office,
thinking she didn’t
want to play.

“I woke up and I just
felt really bad. I don’t
know why or what for
and half an hour
before the match, I
didn’t even want to
step on the court,” said
the 25-year-old.

“T'had to lock myself
in the physio room and
I had to talk to my
psychologist. actually
— I'was actually crying.

“She told me if you
can overcome this,
what you feel right
now, it’s going to be a
huge win. Win or lose
on the court, it’s going
to be a personal win.”

Borg resets the clock

40 years after father Bjorn’s final
triumph, son Leo starts with a win

Bjorn Borg. =THE HINDU ARCHIVES

SPORTS BUREAU

n June 7, 1981 the legen-

dary Bjorn Borg played
his last-ever match at the
French Open, beating Ivan
Lendl over five sets (6-1,
4-6, 6-2, 3-6, 6-1) to win the
last of his six titles in Paris.

Forty years on, on the
same date in 2021, Leo Borg,
his 18-year-old son, made
his singles debut in the ju-
nior event at Roland Garros
and notched up a win, beat-
ing French player Max West-
phal, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4.

Leo was at the centre of a
media storm back in 2019
when he was handed a wild
card entry to the Junior
Championships at Wimble-
don, an erstwhile citadel of
his father.

LeoBorg. sarp

Two years on, he can
hold his head high.

He is currently the 23rd
best junior in the world and
made his ATP qualifying de-
but in April this year at Mar-
bella, Spain, losing to Evge-
ny Donskoy. Last July, he
joined the Rafael Nadal Ten-
nis Academy in Mallorca.

“I am getting there and
people are judging me more
on my tennis and not simply
focusing on me being Bjorn
Borg’s son,” Leo told itften-
nis.com earlier this year.

“Before, they were possi-
bly just comparing me to my
dad. I didn’t care about it
because that’s normal to do,
but now I think people are
recognising me more and
not necessarily seeing my
dad”

Robinson’s indiscretion
comes home to roost

Suspended pending probe for ‘objectionable’ tweets

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LONDON

England fast bowler Ollie Ro-
binson has been suspended
from international cricket
pending an investigation in-
to racist and sexist tweets he
posted in 2012-13.

Robinson will not be avail-
able for the second Test
against New Zealand starting
on Thursday, the England
and Wales Cricket Board
(ECB) said on Sunday.

Robinson made his Test
debut in the first match of
the series at Lord's, taking
seven wickets and hitting 42
in England's first innings.

The tweets he posted
when he was 18 and 19,
which were racist and sexist
in nature, resurfaced during
the first day of the Test and
Robinson was close to tears
as he issued an apology after
stumps.

“In regards to the stuff
that's happened off the field,
it's not acceptable within
our game. We all know that.
He addressed the dressing
room straightaway. He ob-
viously spoke to you guys
and other media outlets

DEFENDERS: Francesco Acerbi,

Alessandro |

Bastoni, Leonardo Bonucci, Giorgio ¥

Chiellini, Giovanni Di Lorenzo, Emerson
Palmieri, Alessandro Florenzi, Leonardo

Spinazzola, Rafael Toloi

'/

MIDFIELDERS: Nicolo Barella, Bryan
Cristante, Jorginho, Manuel Locatelli,
Lorenzo Pellegrini, Stefano Sensi,

Marco Verratti

FORWARDS: Andrea Belotti,

Domenico Berardi, Federico

Bernardeschi, Federico Chiesa,
Ciro Immobile, Lorenzo Insigne,

Giacomo Raspadori

N

ONE TO WATCH

Gianluigi Donnarumma | At 22, goalkeeper Donnarumma is already a
veteran, having played first-team football for years, but he has big gloves to
fill as he looks to replace Gianluigi Buffon

Welcome support: Root says Robinson should not be
condemned outright as he has shown a lot of remorse.

straight away, fronted up to
it," skipper Root said after
the drawn first Test.

"He showed a lot of re-
morse. You can see it's very
genuine from how he's been
around the group and the
team," Root said.

The skipper said that he
was shocked and didn't
know initially how to react.

Root acknowledged that
this was a lesson for one and
all and that it started right at
the top. After the first day's

Form guide: WW W W W
Euro appearances: 9

Best performance: Winner 1968

)
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EURO2020

JUNE 11 -
JuLy 1

DID YOU KNOW?

Italy’s flawless EURO
qualifying campaign ended
with a 9-1 win against Armenia
in-Palermo. It was its national-
record 11th straight victory,
and gave it ten winsina
calendar year for the first time.
One more goal and it would
also have matched its biggest
victory ever: 9-0 against
the United States in 1948

COACH

Y Roberto Mancini

KEY PLAYER
Marco Verratti

Like his coach, the midfielder
is yet to replicate his club
form with the national team.
Mancini's possession-based

—. football, however, seems just

perfect for the Paris man,
provided he can return

J to full fitness following a

recent knee injury
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play at Lord's last week, Ro-
binson had regretted posting
the tweets and apologised.

Apology

"I deeply regret my actions,
and I am ashamed of making
such remarks. I would like to
unreservedly apologise to
anyone I have offended, my
teammates and the game as
a whole in what has been a
day of action and awareness
in combating discrimination
from our sport."

- First Test ends
inadraw

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON

England batted slowly and
carefully on Sunday to hold
out against New Zealand
on the final day of the first
Test at Lord’s.

After England had ad-
vanced to 170 for three in
70 overs in its second in-
nings, a draw was agreed
upon by both captains in
the two-Test series opener.

SCOREBOARD

New Zealand — 1st innings:
378.
England — 1st innings: 275.
New Zealand — 2nd innings:
169 for six decl.
England — 2nd innings (Tar-
get: 273): Rory Burns ¢ South-
ee b Wagner 25, Dom Sibley
(not out) 60, Zak Crawley ¢
Nicholls b Southee 2, Joe
Root lbw b Wagner 40, Ollie
Pope (not out) 20; Extras
(b-8, lb-10, nb-5): 23; Total
(for three wkts. in 70 overs):
170.
Fall of wickets: 1-49, 2-56,
3-136.
New Zealand bowling:
Southee 17-1-37-1, Jamieson
15-6-28-0, de Grandhomme
7-3-12-0, Santner 13-3-38-0,
Wagner 16-7-27-2, William-
son 2-0-10-0.

First Test drawn.
Second Test: June 10-14, Bir-
mingham.
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Roland-Garros: SS Select 1&
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IN BRIEF
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Spain captain Busquets
tests COVID positive
MADRID
Sergio Busquets has left
Spain's pre-Euro 2020
training camp after testing
positive for COVID-19, the
country's football federation
announced on Sunday. The
rest of the squad has tested
negative. Those who were in
close contact with Busquets
will remain isolated. arp

Ben White in for the
injured Alexander-Arnold
LONDON

Ben White was called into
England's squad for the
European Championship on
Monday to replace the injured
Trent Alexander-Arnold,
reflecting ongoing
uncertainty over the fitness
of Harry Maguire. The
Brighton centre back provides
cover for Maguire, who might
not be able to play in
England's opening game of
the tournament on Sunday
against Croatia. ap

Ankita Raina makes
main draw

NOTTINGHAM

Ankita Raina beat Ellen Perez
of Australia 7-6(5), 6-4 in the
first and final qualifying
round of the $235,238 WTA
tennis on grass on Monday.
Other results:

€132,280 Challenger,
Nottingham: Qualifying:
Second round: Marius Copil
(Rou) bt Ramkumar
Ramanathan 6-2, 6-4; First
round: Ramkumar bt Anton
Matusevich (GBr) 2-6, 7-6(1),
7-6(5).

Indian women eye Tokyo ticket

ARCHERY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PARIS

The Indian women’s archery
team, led by former World
No. 1 Deepika Kumari,
reached here on Monday to
compete in their final Olym-
pic qualification event on
June 20.

The women’s trio of Dee-
pika, Ankita Bhakat and Ko-
malika Bari will have to fin-
ish in the top-3 to clinch the
last available berth for the
Tokyo Olympics which be-
gins on July 23.

Mandatory quarantine
“The Indian women archers
are going through a manda-
tory 10-day quarantine.
“They went ahead of the
men’s team because of the
Olympic qualifiers,” Archery

Sai Praneeth, Satwiksairaj & Chirag Shetty shift training base

BADMINTON

V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM
HYDERABAD

B. Sai Praneeth, who will
lead the men’s singles chal-
lenge in badminton at the To-
kyo Olympics next month,
and the men’s doubles pair
of R. Satwiksairaj and Chirag
Shetty, shifted base from the
Gopi Chand Academy to the
Gachibowli Indoor Stadium
here to train under their
coaches Agus Dwi Santoso
and Mathias Boe.

Gopi visits venue

Chief National coach P. Gopi
Chand also got a first glimpse
of champion shuttler P.V.
Sindhu training at the indoor
stadium today, after she

Biles' reign
5 g

moved over from his acade-
my in February.

Sindhu claimed she had
shifted here because she
wanted to acclimatise by
training in a bigger stadium
where the conditions will be
similar to the Games’ compe-
tition venue.

Sindhu has been training
alone over the last four
months with Korean coach
Park Tae Sang and sparring
partners from the Suchitra
Academy, where she was do-
ing fitness training under M.
Srikanth Verma.

It was later indicated that
this move was facilitated by
the support staff, though it
took more than three
months for the other Tokyo-
bound shuttlers to follow

Brilliant: Simone Biles delivered some stunning routines to
embellish her credentials as the best US gymnast. =arp

GYMNASTICS

REUTERS
FORT WORTH (USA)
Simone Biles again showed
her quality, outclassing the
field at the U.S. Gymnastics
Championships on Sunday
to claim a record seventh all-
around national title and
make her selection to the
Olympic team a formality.
In what was just her se-
cond competition in 18
months, Biles shook off any

The target: Deepika Kumari, who has an individual quota

remaining rust delivering a

dazzling display that left the
crowd in awe, even without
pulling out her show-stop-
pers like the Yurchenko
double-pike vault which she
is the only woman to land in
competition.

The reigning World and
Olympic all-around cham-
pion showed little emotion
as she ran through her rou-
tines, posting top marks on
vault, floor exercise and ba-
lance beam.

among women, will hope for a team one as well. =ceTTy IMAGES

Association of India assis-
tant secretary Gunjan Abrol
said.

While the men’s team had
secured the Olympic berth
during the 2019 World
Championships, India so far
has an individual quota
among women, achieved by
Deepika at the Continental

Railways to monetise
15 sports complexes

AIRF raises objection over the

proposed move

GENERAL

RAKESH RAO
NEW DELHI
Facing a cash-crunch owing
to rising maintenance costs,
the Railway Board has iden-
tified 15 sports facilities
across the country for “tech-
no-economic studies for
commercial development.”
In a letter addressed to
the vice-chairman of the Rail
Land Development Authori-
ty (RLDA) last month, the
Railway Board confirmed
entrusting 15 stadiums. All
concerned Zonal Railway
general managers are direct-
ed to furnish the relevant
documents to the RLDA.
These facilities are, Rail-
way Sports Complex in DLW
(Varanasi), Chennai, Kolka-
ta, Raebareli, Maligaon in
Guwahati, Kapurthala and
Secunderabad; Indoor Stadi-
um at Parel in Mumbai and
Patna, Railway Stadium in
Bhubaneswar, Bahala in Kol-
kata and Mahalaxmi in

CcM
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m Effectively, this move will
see Railways selling off
these facilities to private
players thereby ending all
sporting activities

Mumbeai; Cricket Stadium at
Yelahanka in Bengaluru and
Lucknow; Gorakhpur Stadi-
um in Gorakhpur.

Effectively, this move will
see Railways selling off these
facilities to private players
thereby ending all sporting
activities.

Last week, the All India
Railwaymen’s  Federation
(AIRF) wrote to the chair-
man, Railway Board, prot-
esting the move.

In a letter dated June 3,
the AIRF pointed out that
these Railway Sports com-
plexes and stadiums/indoor
stadiums were located in the
heartland of the cities and
were used by sportspersons
and sports enthusiasts be-
sides Railwaymen, both
serving and retired.

»

Qualifiers in Bangkok two
years ago.

“The men’s recurve and
compound teams will leave
India on Tuesday,” Abrol
said.

A week after the qualifica-
tion event, both the teams
will compete in the third
stage of the World Cup.

suit.

With the Olympics sche-
duled next month, the con-
tingent is ready to step into
the next zone of training to
be strong medal contenders.

New flooring mat

A new flooring mat was laid
adjacent to the court where
Sindhu has been training,
and as things stand it is not
yet clear whether there will
be mixed training sessions or
not.

A stadium official also in-
formed The Hindu that there
was a suggestion by the
players to switch on the AC
so that they can train with
the drift factor, which will
again be a key issue when
they compete at the Games.

The right move: The Indians will train at the Gachibowli stadi

‘Shuttlers ramp up preparations ahead of the Games

Half of Japan thinks Olympics
will go ahead, according to poll

Opposition grills PM over move to press ahead with event

REUTERS
TOKYO

Half of the Japanese public
think the 2020 Olympics
will take place this summer,
a survey by the Yomiuri dai-
ly newspaper showed on
Monday, despite most peo-
ple opposing holding the
Games during the COVID-19
pandemic.

Opposition lawmakers
grilled Prime Minister Yoshi-
hide Suga and cabinet mi-
nisters in parliament on
Monday over the decision to
press ahead with the event
after several polls showed
the public was not in favour.

“Taking infection control
measures for athletes and
Games officials so athletes
from the world can safely
participate and to protect
our people’s lives and
health, I think that is the

Monica Puig
to miss out

Monica Puig.
= INSTAGRAM/MONICAACE93
REUTERS
LONDON
Monica Puig, the reigning
Olympic champion in wo-
men’s singles tennis, said
she will miss the Tokyo
Games and the rest of the
2021 season after undergo-
ing shoulder surgery. Puig,
27, became the first Puerto
Rican to win Olympic gold
in 2016.
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Unprepared: Most respondents in thé same poll said virus

measures for athletes and participants were inadequate. =ap

premise of holding (the
Olympics),” Suga told law-
makers.

In a Yomiuri survey con-
ducted from June 4-6, 50%
of respondents said the
Games would happen this
summer; 26% said they
would take place without
spectators.

Some 48% said the event
would be cancelled.

But most of the respon-
dents in the same poll said
virus measures for athletes
and participants were in-
adequate, while public sup-
port for the Suga adminis-
tration hit its lowest level, at
37%.

ey . aut! =
um to acclimatise to conditions similar to the Games' venue. =arp

TTFI plans camp for
Olympic contingent

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

The Table Tennis Federa-
tion of India (TTFI) is plan-
ning a training camp for its
Olympic contingent in Sone-
pat from June 20, trying to
make up for a far from ideal
Games build-up amid the
COVID-19 pandemic.

With the second wave of
COVID-19 ravaging the coun-
try, the four Tokyo-bound
players — Sharath Kamal, G.
Sathiyan, Manika Batra and
Sutirtha Mukherjee — have
been restricted to individual
training since qualifying in
March.

“The preparations have
not been ideal but you could
not help it amid the pan-
demic. We are now awaiting
SAT’s approval for the 15-day
camp. It should come in a
day or two.

“A total of 12 players and
four support staff will be
part of the camp. The

Wrestling federation to request
UWW to expedite Malik’s case

Y.B. SARANGI
KOLKATA

The Wrestling Federation of
India (WFI) is willing to re-
quest the United World
Wrestling (UWW) to expedite
the hearing of 125kg freestyle
wrestler Sumit Malik’s dop-
ing case.

Even though Malik’s
chances of competing in the
Tokyo Olympics looks slim
after he tested positive for
banned substance methyl-
hexaneamine (MHA) and
was provisionally suspended
for six months by the UWW,
the WFI is waiting for the
wrestler to complete the for-
malities related to his ‘B’
sample test by June 10.

Considering the current
travel and visa restrictions

due to the pandemic, Malik —
who tested positive in com-
petition at the World Olym-
pics qualifier in Sofia where
he bagged a quota place last
month — is likely to give his
consent for ‘B’ sample test
without travelling abroad.
The WFI is well aware that
Malik’s participation in the
Olympics is remote. Still, the
National federation would
like to see all the eight Olym-
pics-qualified Indian wres-
tlers compete in Tokyo.
“The wrestler concerned
wants the hearing process to
be completed quickly. After
we get the result of his ‘B’
sample test, we can request
the UWW to expedite the
hearing process and com-
plete it as soon as possible,”

Riya Bhatia looks ahead with confidence

She is working hard on all aspects of her game

TENNIS

KAMESH SRINIVASAN
NEW DELHI

It comes naturally for most
of us to find fault with the
world. It takes some effort to
sport the right attitude, in-
trospect and find a way
forward.

Being reduced to the role
of a reserve, despite being
ranked second best in the
country behind Ankita Rai-
na, for the Billie Jean King
Cup World Group play-off
match against Latvia, the 23-
year-old Riya Bhatia res-
ponded well by working on
improving her game in tour-
naments around the world.

“Probably, I wasn’t good
enough to be part of the
team this time. I am working
on improving myself so that I
can make my country proud
in future,” said Riya, who
had made the doubles final
of a $25,000 event in Portu-
gal with Gabriela Ce of
Brazil.

She was part of the na-
tional team when it had qual-
ified for the World Group
play-off, for the first time ev-
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Focused: Riya Bhatia is looking to improve her game and make
the country proud in future. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

er. Thus, it hurt more, to be
left out.

As if to make a point, Riya
beat the former top-50
player, one of the towering
personalities of Asian wo-
men’s tennis, Akgul Aman-
muradova of Uzbekistan, in a
tournament in  Latvia,
recently.

“It was raining in Liepaja.
We had to start our match on
really wet courts, with just
an extended warm up. It was
cold, tough to move, and fa-
vourable for the more expe-
rienced Akgul. I just focused
on being consistent and
tried the things that I had
been working on, in train-

ing,” recalled Riya.

Practising yoga and kriya
regularly, Riya is categorical
about fitness being, “the
most important part in
tennis”.

“Yoga plays an important
part in our lives, both physi-
cally and mentally. T was
lucky to be part of the Art of
Living course. It has been a
boon for me, especially dur-
ing all the uncertainties
caused by the pandemic,”
said Riya.

A proud member of the
‘Indian Oil family’, Riya has
been competing in Abu Dha-
bi, Egypt, South Africa, Du-
bai, Portugal, Spain apart
from Latvia this season,
thanks to the support of her
parents.

“I have been travelling
alone for a long time now, as
it is very expensive. My fami-
ly is definitely cheering me
from home, no matter where
Iam in the world,” Riya said.

“I am working on all as-
pects of my game, as there is
tremendous scope to im-
prove, to reach the next le-
vel,” the 357th ranked Riya
stressed.

WFI assistant secretary Vi-
nod Tomar told The Hindu
on Monday.

The matter of a fine

On the UWW norm to im-
pose a fine of 16 lakh on the
National federation for a
failed dope test, Tomar said
the fine would be applicable
only if Malik was found
guilty.

“The UWW imposes a fine
on the National federation
for a doping violation. We
pass it on to the wrestler who
fails the dope test.

“In case he/she is not able
to pay the fine, then we im-
pose a life ban. The same
procedure will be followed
here if Malik is held guilty,”
said Tomar.

Manika Batra. =riLE PHOTO

players have trained in DPS
Sonepat earlier also, so they
are comfortable with the fa-
cility,” TTFI advisor M.P.
Singh said.

Sathiyan not to travel
Barring Sathiyan, who
wants to continue training
with coach S. Raman in
Chennai and avoid travel,
the other Olympic-bound
paddlers will be be part of
the camp.

McLaughlin
scorches
400m hurdles
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Sydney McLaughlin. =arp

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

American Sydney
McLaughlin set this year’s
world-best time in the
400m hurdles winning in
52.83 seconds at the Music
City Track Carnival in
Nashville, USA.

Clippers end

Mavericks’ campaign
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Slam dunk! Clippers' Kawhi Leonard finds the basket beating

4l N

Mavericks' Kristaps Porzingis. =ap

NBA PLAYOFFS

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LOS ANGELES
Kawhi Leonard finished
with 28 points, 10 rebounds
and nine assists as Los An-
geles Clippers beat Dallas
Mavericks in game seven
126-111 on Sunday to punch
the ticket to the second
round of the NBA playofs.

Clippers withstood a 46-
point performance from Ma-
vericks star Luka Doncic to
take the Western Confe-
rence series 4-3.

»

Marcus Morris scored 23
points and Paul George tal-
lied 22 for the fourth-seeded
Clippers.

The Clippers advanced to
the second round to face
top-seeded Utah Jazz with
game one on Tuesday in Salt
Lake City.

The results: EC semifinals: At-
lanta Hawks 128 bt Philadel-
phia 76ers 124 (Hawks lead se-
ries 1-0).

WC first round: Los Angeles
Clippers 126 bt Dallas Maver-
icks 111 (Clippers win series
4-3).
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