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Active COVID cases fall
below 5,000 in Delhi

NEW DELHI

The downward trend in
COVID-19 cases continued in
Delhi with active cases falling
below 5,000 on Tuesday,
said a health bulletin
released by the government.
The city reported 316 new
cases over 24 hours, taking
the total to 14,29,791.

CITY » PAGE 3

Involve RWAs in vaccine
drive, HC tells Centre
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has
asked the Centre to
"seriously consider" involving
Residents' Welfare
Associations in organising
vaccination drives within
their respective colonies.
"The Centre should seriously
consider this proposal at the
earliest," the court said.

CITY » PAGE 3

Ladakh reserves all jobs
for local residents
SRINAGAR

Alljobs in the Union Territory
of Ladakh have been reserved
for local residents, stated an
order issued on Tuesday. "No
person shall be qualified for
appointment to the service
unless the personis a
resident of the UT of
Ladakh," read the order
issued by L-G R.K. Mathur.

NEWS » PAGE 8

Centre places fresh orders for
44 cr. COVID-19 vaccine doses

Govt. also books
30 crore doses of
vaccine under trial

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Centre has placed fresh
orders for 44 crore vaccine
doses of Covishield and Co-
vaxin, which will be availa-
ble from August-December.
It has also placed an order
for 30 crore doses from Hyd-
erabad-based Biological E
for its in-development pro-
tein subunit vaccine.

“All together 74 crore dos-
es have been secured for use
from August onwards,” Dr.
V.K. Paul, Chairman, Nation-
al Empowered Group on
Vaccination, said in a press
statement on Tuesday.

Until July, 53 crore vaccine
doses — including 23.5 crore

Plan of Action

® |n addition to 25 crore
doses of Covishield

and 19 crore doses of
Covaxin, the Health
Ministry has also placed
an order for 30 crore
doses of Corbevax,
produced by
Hyderabad -based .

as advance to these
manufacturers and
74 crore doses are
expected to be rolled

Coronavirus
Vaccine

COVID 19

already administered — were
expected from Serum Insti-
tute of India and Bharat Bio-
tech.

If all the estimates were to
come to fruition, it would
mean 127 crore doses could
be available, enough to en-

out between August
and December

= Corbevax is a protein sub-
unit vaccine developed by
the U.S.-based Baylor College
of Medicine and Dynavax, a
biopharmaceutical company.
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Biological E will be testing
the vaccine in phase-3
clinical trials

® |ndia has a target adult
population of 94 crore that
is eligible for vaccination,
and 28.5 crore doses have
already been administered

sure India’s estimated popu-
lation of about 94 crore gets
one dose of vaccine.

However, a lot depends
on the speed at which vac-
cines are disbursed.

After a lacklustre May that
saw vaccine stocks and im-

Nepal stops distribution of Coronil kits

Order says procedures not followed during procurement

KALLOL BHATTACHER]JEE
NEW DELHI
Nepal’s Department of Ayur-
veda and Alternative Medi-
cines on Monday stopped
distribution of Coronil kits
that were gifted by the Pa-
tanjali group of Indian yoga
teacher and businessman
Ramdev.

Kathmandu’s order cited

that proper procedures
were not followed while
procuring the 1,500 kits of
Coronil that Patanjali claims
are useful in dealing with
the COVID-19 infection.

Move to ‘delink’

The issue has drawn atten-
tion as it is being interpreted
as a move to delink the lead-

Mammoth task

ing Madhesi political fami-
lies from the Indian group.

The latest order of the Go-
vernment of Nepal says, the
tablets and nasal oil that are
part of the Coronil kit are
not equivalent to medicines
to defeat COVID-19 virus.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

New Election
Commissioner
appointed

Price cap on
jabs at private
hospitals

The maximum price
chargeable for Covishield is
%780, for Covaxin 1,410 and
for Sputnik V 1,145, the
Union Health Ministry said
on Tuesday. The Centre said
it would continue to give the
“highest priority” to
healthcare workers for
vaccination. » PAGE 10

munisation plummet, the
number of daily doses have
started to rise after May 29,
touching over 30 lakh on
several days.
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“Ensure no break in studies
of children hit by pandemic’

Supreme Court accepts amicus curiae’s suggestion

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has or-
dered the States and the Un-
ion Territories to ensure
there is no break in the edu-
cation of children orphaned
due to COVID-19.

“The State governments/
Union Territories are direct-
ed to make provisions for
continuance of education of
the children both in govern-
ment as well as in private
schools,” a Bench of Justices
L. Nageswara Rao and Ani-
ruddha Bose ordered.

The order, published on
Tuesday, came after amicus
curiae, advocate Gaurav
Agrawal, voiced concerns
that these children may have
to discontinue their educa-
tion because of lack of
funds, and familial care.

Mr. Agrawal had recom-
mended the court to inter-
vene and direct the States to
make sure that the children
impacted by the pandemic
continue in the same school.
He said the States should be
asked to pass directions that
even children studying in
private schools should conti-
nue in the same institutions
for at least the next six
months until some further

arrangements could be
worked out.

“We accept the sugges-
tion made by the amicus cu-
riae. The State government/
Union Territory administra-
tions should ensure that
there is no break in the edu-
cation of children who have
become orphans or lost eith-
er parent during the pan-
demic,” the Supreme Court
ordered.

The Bench said it would
examine other issues related
to COVID-19 impacted chil-
dren, including protection
of their property rights of
the children, their further
education and employment
opportunities and special
care to be taken in respect of
the girl child. These issues
would be taken up in the
next hearing on June 27.

Free rice offer boosts vaccination drive

Circle officer in Arunachal hit upon idea to push those above 45 years to take jab

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI
An administrative circle in
Arunachal Pradesh has
scaled up vaccination among
those above 45 years of age
with a free rice offer.
Rumours about COVID-19
vaccines causing impotency
and microchips being inject-
ed through them have de-

terred many in the North-
east, specifically those above
45 years, from taking the jab.
Requests and threats have
not worked in districts such
as Baksa in Assam, which
have among the lowest vacci-
nation coverage in India.
Tashi Wangchuk Thong-
dok, the circle officer of Yaza-
li in Lower Subansiri district

of Arunachal Pradesh, hit
upon the idea of giving 20 kg
of rice free to each person
aged 45-plus who came for-
ward to get inoculated. The
offer worked. More than 50
persons turned up on Mon-
day for vaccination despite
heavy rain.

“We have been working on
various strategies to improve

the vaccination coverage in
the Yazali circle. We wish to
continue giving away free rice
until we achieve 100% cover-
age by June 20,” Mr. Thong-
dok, a 2016-batch officer of
Arunachal Pradesh Civil Ser-
vice, said. He thanked two lo-
cal activists — Taba Nagu and
Lich Birbal — for donating the
rice for distribution.
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Safety ﬁrst Nasal swab being collected from an elephant at a camp in Tamil Nadu's Mudumalai
Tiger Reserve to test for COVID-19. A lioness died of suspected coronavirus infection in
Vandalur zoo, prompting the forest department to conduct more tests. =wm.SATHYAMOORTHY

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
President Ram Nath Kovind
on Tuesday appointed
Anup Chandra Pandey, a
retired Uttar Pradesh-cadre
IAS officer, to the post of
Election Commissioner.
The Law Ministry notified
the appointment late on
Tuesday evening.
Following the elevation
of Sushil Chandra as the
CEC, the position of an EC
was vacant since April 13.

JNU in list of top
1,00O varsities

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

JNU has entered the top

1,000 of the QS World Un-
iversity rankings for the
first time, as its new under-
graduate engineering pro-
gramme now makes it elig-
ible for the rating.

DETAILS ON » PAGE 8

[ thank Your Honour, schoolgirl tells CJI

She cites steps to
handle pandemic;
CJI lauds letter

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

A 10-year-old Kerala school-
girl has written to Chief Jus-
tice of India (CJI) N.V. Rama-
na, saying how “happy and
proud” she felt to see the Su-
preme Court make vital inter-
ventions to alleviate the suf-
ferings of her fellow citizens
in the grip of the pandemic.
“l am happy and feel
proud your honourable court
has moved orders for supply
of oxygen and saved many
lives. I understood your ho-
nourable court has initiated
effective steps in bringing
down COVID-19 and death
rate in our country, especial-
ly in Delhi. I thank Your Ho-

CcM
K

Thoughtful gesture: The |llustrat|on that accompanled
10-year-old Lidwina Joseph's letter. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

nour for this. Now I feel very
proud and happy,” Lidwina
Joseph, a Class V student
from Thrissur in Kerala,
wrote in the letter that the Su-
preme Court received to-
wards May-end.

Lidwina said she got the

»

news from The Hindu, ad-
ding that she had been
“much worried” about the
deaths caused by the virus.
The handwritten letter, in
the form of a scroll, is accom-
panied by a colourful illustra-
tion showing a bespectacled

judge using his gavel to give
the coronavirus a knock on
its head. A portrait of the Ma-
hatma hangs from a wall be-
hind the judge.

Chief Justice Ramana re-
plied to Lidwina, saying “I
have received your beautiful
letter along with a heart-
warming illustration of the
judge at work”. He conveyed
that she was impressed by
the way she kept track of the
happenings in the country.

He particularly took note
of the student’s concern for
the well-being of her compa-
triots. “I am sure you will
grow up into an alert, in-
formed and responsible citi-
zen who will contribute im-
mensely towards
nation-building,” he said.

Chief Justice Ramana also
sent her a signed copy of the
Constitution.
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Eyewitness in
wrestler case
moves HC for
protection

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

An eyewitness in the wres-
tler Sagar Dhankar case
has moved a writ petition
in Delhi High Court, seek-
ing protection for him and
his family.

The witness claimed
that nine accused have
been arrested in the pre-
sent case, so far.

The accused — Mohit,
Bhupender, Manjeet and
Gulab— have previous in-
volvements in heinous cas-
es; all of them are from Ha-
ryana. They were called by
accused Sushil Kumar dur-
ing the brawl.

During investigation, it
is learnt that some of the
accused persons are mem-
bers of dreaded gangs op-
erating in Delhi and adjoin-
ing States.

On June 2, the HC gave
directions to take steps un-
der the witness protection
scheme, 2018 before the
competent authority.

‘Sushil is influential’
The witness claimed that
the accused, Sushil Kumar,
is an international wres-
tler, rich and is an influen-
tial person. There is an ap-
prehension  that the
accused may cause harm
to the victims/witnesses in
the case. The case is very
sensitive and widely co-
vered by the media.

In view of the above,
there is very much appre-
hension that the accused
persons may cause any
harm to the above-men-
tioned star witnesses of
the case. It is, therefore,
requested that adequate
security may please be
provided to the above-
mentioned victims of the
case as per the provisions
of Delhi Witness Protec-
tion Scheme, 2018, as per
Delhi HC order.

Sushil Kumar seeks
special food in jail

Court to pronounce its order today

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

A Delhi court will pro-
nounce its order on Olympic
medallist wrestler Sushil Ku-
mar’s application seeking
special food and supple-
ments in the prison, where
he is lodged in connection
with the alleged murder of a
young wrestler, on
Wednesday.

Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate Satvir Singh Lamba re-
served the order after hear-
ing the contentions of
prosecution and defence at-
length. Sushil, who is facing
charges of murder, culpable
homicide and kidnapping,
is currently lodged in Delhi’s
Mandoli jail.

In the plea, Sushil’s coun-
sels advocate Pradeep Rana,
Kumar Vaibhaw and Satwik
Misra stated that their client
takes supplements like iso-
late whey protein, omega 3
capsules, jointment cap-
sules, pre-workout C4 and
hyde, multivitamin GNC, ex-
ercises bands etc.

The application added
that denial of these basic re-
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Wrestler Sushil Kumar on his
way to court. sFILE PHOTO

quirements will have a huge
implication on his career, as
the special nutrition diet
and supplements are ex-
tremely necessary for him
to maintain his health and
performance.

However, the jail authori-
ties in their reply to the
court have stated that Sush-
il’'s medical condition does
not require food supple-
ments or an extra protein
diet as an “additional diet”.

Advocate Rana said that
the special diet and supple-
ments have been sought at
Sushil’s personal expenses
and not of the jail
authorities.

Policemen find it tough to ensure
social distancing in busy markets

District police also deployed to manage traffic; over 1,200 fined on Day 1 of ‘unlock’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The police on Tuesday said
they are finding it “tough” to
ensure social distancing in
busy markets since the un-
lock process, which began
on Monday.

“We are finding it tough to
maintain social distancing in
busy markets. Shopkeepers
are making all efforts to
maintain social distancing,
but vendors are not follow-
ing rules. We are imposing
fines on them but people al-
so need to be aware of the
rules and follow them,” said
an officer.

The police said traffic has
also increased.

Barricades removed

“Apart from traffic police,
District police have also
been deployed in traffic
management. During morn-
ing and evening hours, traf-
fic jam was reported on sev-
eral stretches,” said the
officer, adding that they had
to remove barricades at ma-

Jamia student gets bail to take

HC sets detailed
conditions for the
riots accused

SOIBAM ROCKY SINGH
NEW DELHI
The Delhi High Court has
granted interim bail to Jamia
Milia Islamia (JMI) student
Asif Igbal Tanha, arrested in
connection with the north-
east Delhi riots, to allow him
to take his three remaining
backlog examinations to
complete his B.A. (Hons.)
(Persian).

A Bench of Justices Sidd-
harth Mridul and Anup Jai-

ram Bhambhani also at-
tached a string of conditions
for Mr. Tanha to comply
with, including banning him
from deleting or tampering
with his browsing history/
cookies on the computer, or
any SMS or call records from
the phone, during the inte-
rim bail period.

The 25-year old was ar-
rested in May last year for al-
legedly being part of a “pre-
meditated conspiracy” in the
riots. He has been charged
under the stringent Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act.

The HC ordered that Mr.
Tanha be released on inte-

rim custody bail on June 13
by 9 am. and shall be
brought back to prison by 6
p.m. on June 26.

During this period, Mr.
Tanha will stay at a hotel in
Kalkaji under the custody of
two prison guards who
would be deputed by the Jail
Superintendent.

Mr. Tanha will have to
bear all charges, costs and
expenses for two rooms at
the hotel, one to be occupied
by him and the other to be
occupied by the two deputed
prison guards.

As food is not available at
the hotel because of CO-

Office-goers boarding a bus from the Seemapuri bus depot on
Tuesday. =R.v. MOORTHY

ny places to ensure smooth
movement of vehicles.

Police personnel was de-
ployed at liquor shops as
well to maintain social
distancing.

On Monday, the police
fined over 1,200 people for
not adhering to COVID gui-
delines. According to data

shared by the police, a total
of 1,285 challans were issued

on Monday. Of them, 1,053
were for not wearing masks,

VID-19 restrictions, food for
Mr. Tanha as well as for the
deputed prison guards will
be arranged through online
apps/websites by or on be-
half of Mr. Tanha at his cost
and expense.

“During the period of inte-
rim custody bail, Mr. Tanha
shall not invite to the said fa-
cility any visitors or guests,
including family members,
friends, classmates or any
other person,” the HC
ordered.

A laptop and a basic mo-
bile phone, which will be
used during the period, will
first be checked by the pol-

229 for not maintaining so-
cial distancing and three
against the large public gath-
erings or congregations.
“The process of unlocking
has begun, and we urge peo-
ple to follow the COVID-ap-
propriate behaviour. Use
face mask when you step out
of your house, maintain so-
cial distancing and regularly
sanitise hands. People
should not step out of their
homes unnecessarily,” said

B.A. examination

ice. Mr. Tanha has also been
directed to provide details of
the IMEI number and the
name of the manufacturer
service provider of dongle/
mobile hotspot, to the Spe-
cial Cell officials.

The HC took note that Mr.
Tanha has undertaken that
he will not use the laptop or
the phone or the dongle/mo-
bile hotspot device for any
purpose other than for stu-
dy, preparations and taking
of the exams.

Mr. Tanha will be entitled
to make phone calls to his fa-
mily and counsel for up to a
total of 10 minutes per day.

Delhi Police maintains a central database of
stolen/lost mobhile handsets in ZIPNET

Follow these steps to verify online

%
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JHARKHAND BIJLI VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED
CIN No. U40108JH2013SGC001702
Regd. Office : Engineering gﬁg&r‘lg, H.E.C., Dhurwa, Ranchi-

Telephone :-0651-2400799 & Fax : 0651-2400799 /
https://www.jbvnl.co.in

4'" Extension Notice

Tender extension notice for NIT No. 303/PR/JBVNL/20-21 the
NIT

date extension for above

www.jharkhand.gov.in.

A revisesd Date and Time for Bid Submission and Technical

Bid Opening is as follows:

is available on the site

SI. No. Name of Work Details
Supply, Installation, Operation
and FMS of AMI System for
consumers having load above 10
1 Name of Work KW in JBVNL.
Estimated cost Rs. 20 Crores (Rs.
Twenty Crores)
3 Last Date / Time for receipt 05.07.2021 at 04:00 PM
of bids
4 Date and Time for Opening 05.07.2021 at 05:00 PM
of Techncial bid

wWfed Td IR H SHoll 991 |

1800 345 6570 UX ©oi BT |

PR No. 247212

PR 247662 Jharkhand Bijlee Vitran Nigam Ltd(21-22)D

STl WY ol
A General Manager (IT)

Sd/-

« Visit https:/izipnet.delhipolice.gov.in and check the IMEI numbers under
Missing Mobiles link.
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Delhi Police Additional Pu-
blic Relations Officer (PRO)
Anil Mittal.

A total of 1,24,196 challans
have been issued from April
19 to June 7, the data showed.

While 1,04,440 people
were fined for not wearing
face masks, 18,034 were pe-
nalised for not maintaining
social distancing, 1,529 for
large public gatherings or
congregations, 72 for spitting
and 121 for consumption of
liquor, pan, tobacco etc., it
stated.

On the first day of unlock-
ing, Delhi Police and market
associations had made an-
nouncements and also distri-
buted pamphlets to visitors,
urging them to follow the

guidelines.

Chief Minister Arvind Kej-
riwal on Saturday had an-
nounced various relaxations
in the ongoing lockdown
that was imposed on April
19, saying the COVID situa-
tion was improving, and the
economy needs to be
revived.

Liquor vends
told to deploy
marshals

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government has
directed all liquor vends in
the city to deploy marshals
and staff to strictly ensure
COVID-appropriate
behaviour.

“All the four Govern-
ment Corporations viz.
DSIIDC, DTTDC, DSCSC
and DCCWS shall deploy
adequate marshals at all
their vends [L-6 & L-8] and
private licensees [L-7, L-9 &
L-10] shall deploy their
staff to ensure that COVID-
appropriate behaviour viz.
wearing of masks, main-
taining social distancing,
regular use of sanitiser, no
consumption of liquor,
pan, gutkha, tobacco, etc.
shall be ensured in all the
liquor shops/vends/licen-
sees,” the Excise Depart-
ment said in an order is-
sued on June 6. It also
directed them to coordi-
nate with the local admi-
nistration and police to
maintain security.

The department has
asked all vends to follow
the orders issued by the
DDMA.

BJP names candidates
for mayoral elections

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The BJP, with a clear major-
ity in the three municipal
corporations in Delhi, on
Tuesday nominated its can-
didates for various posts in
the civic bodies.

Delhi BJP president
Adesh Gupta said Sardar Ra-
ja Igbal Singh and Archana
Dilip Singh filed their nomi-
nations for the posts of
Mayor and Deputy Mayor,
respectively, of the North
Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tion; Jogiram Jain for Chair-
man of Standing Commit-
tee, Vijay Kumar Bhagat for
Vice Chairman and Shail Bi-
hari Goswami for Leader of
the House.

For the East Delhi Muni-
cipal Corporation, Shyam
Sunder Agarwal and Kiran
Vaid filed papers for Mayor
and Deputy Mayor, Veer
Singh Pawar for Standing
Committee Chairman, Dee-
pak Malhotra for Vice Chair-
man and Satyapal Singh for
Leader of the House.

For the South body, Mu-
kesh Suryan and Pawan
Sharma filed their nomina-
tions for Mayor and Deputy
Mayor, Colonel B.K. Oberoi
and Poonam Bhati for
Chairman and Vice Chair-
man of the Standing Com-
mittee and Inderjit Shera-
wat for Leader of the House.

All the BJP candidates are
set to be elected on June 16.

Constables served show-cause
notices for ‘amusement videos’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
A woman head constable
and a male constable — post-
ed in Model Town police sta-
tion — have been served
show-cause notices for
uploading amusement vide-
os in uniforms on social me-
dia, the police said on
Tuesday.

The notice, served by DCP
(North-West) Usha Rangnani,
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+« Enter IMEI number of the mobile phone you want to buy.
« Ifthe phone has ever been reported stolen/lost from Delhi, it's IMEI no. will be

on 11 KV+15%, 3 phase, 50 c/s A.C. supply

having speed 950-1500 rpm including
C.ID.F. S/V and Z/V valve with RCC
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1. | Supplying, installation and commissioning 1,40,58,122.29 | 2,81,500.00 10,000.00 Six
of Horizontal split casing centrifugal pump (Non- months
of Kirloskar/ Jyoti/ WPIL/ Mather & Platt refundable)
make capable of discharging 1704 m*/hr,
against a total head of 76 meters and
mounted on common base plate by suitable
coupling with TEFC squirrel cage induction
motor of ABB/ BHEL/ Kirloskar/ Jyoti
Crompton Greaves make operated

listedin ZIPNET.

DP/9279/2021

[eMEmHET the second hand mohile phone you are buying
may have heen stolen/lost/used for committing crime

Email to CP, Delhi at: cp.snshrivastava@delhipolice.gov.in
Write to CP, Delhi at P.O. Box No. 171, GPO, New Delhi

FOR IMMEDIATE POLICE HELP CALL : 112 TO SHARE INFORMATION CALL 1090

No.

foundation at Clear Water (Old) Pumping
Plant Rukka — 2 nos. pump sets.
Supplying and laying 400 mm? 3 core Al.
XLPE armoured cable from pole to VCB
panel — 150 mtr. with termination kit and
185 mm? 3 core XLPE armoured cable —
175 meters with termination kit from VCB
to motor for above pump sets.

Supplying, installation and testing 11 KV,
indoor floor mounted VCB horizontal draw
out type 630 Amp, 11 KV, 25 KA for 1 sec
(1 no. incoming and 2 nos. outgoing) — 1

Ffder & A9 9T o M e wd derad R |
PR 247652 (Drinking Water and Sanitation) 21-22 (D)
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said the two officials pre-
pared amusement videos
while on duty during the
lockdown and also flouted
COVID guidelines by not
wearing masks. “Being
members of a disciplined
force, their conduct appears
to be unprofessional in the
discharge of their official du-
ties,” the order read. The of-
ficials told to explain their
conduct in the next 15 days.

IP University
starts online
admissions

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The IP University on Tues-
day started online admis-
sion process for the upcom-
ing academic session and
also added five new pro-
grammes. The university
has over 40,000 seats avail-
able in around 150 different
programmes ranging from
undergraduate to
research-level.

The new courses that the
university has launched will
be offered at its new East
Delhi campus in Surajmal
Vihar. The new coursed in-
clude B. Tech in Artificial In-
telligence& Data Science, B.
Tech in Artificial Intelli-
gence & Machine Learning,
B. Tech in Industrial Inter-
net of Things and B. Tech in
Automation & Robotics, un-
der the newly created
school — University School
of Automation & Robotics
(USAR), the university said.

The fifth course it is
launching is a Bachelor of
Design under another new-
ly created school — the Un-
iversity School of Design &
Innovation (USDI). The ad-
mission to the programme
will be given on the basis of
Nation Level Test - UCEED/
NID.
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Timings
DELHI
WEDNESDAY, JUN. 09

RISE_ 05:23 SET 19:19

RISE 04:27 SET 18:27
THURSDAY, JUN. 10

RISE  05:23

RISE 05:06
FRIDAY, JUN. 11

RISE  05:23

RISE  05:50

SET 19:19
SET 19:23

SET 19:20
SET 20:16

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 42 29
Safdarjang 42 29
Palam 41 29

Delhi Palam Today

42°C Another hot day and
warm evening likely. Dry
weather with moderate gusty
winds during day.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
41°C Loo type situation likely
at day. Dry weather with
moderate gusty winds.
Evening also would remain
warm.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
Al rights reserved.
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

IN BRIEF

Days after cocktail
therapy, 2 test negative
NEW DELHI

Two COVID-19 patients, who
were given ‘Monoclonal
Antibody Therapy', tested
negative eight days after
developing symptoms, Max
Healthcare said in a
statement on Tuesday. “They
were administered Antibody
Cocktail Therapy within three
days of testing positive. This
is the fastest ever recovery
reported in patients,
particularly senior citizens
suffering from
comorbidities,” the hospital
said. The Antibody Cocktail
Therapy costs around
¥60,000.

T A ——,

Construction work of the Central Vista project in full swing in New Delhi. =sHiv kumAR PUSHPAKAR

Kejriwal writes to PM seeking

approval for doorstep ration

‘Was not legally bound, yet sought govt.s nod five times’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

When did the Central and
Delhi governments become
separate units if it was a mat-
ter of people’s welfare, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
asked Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi in a letter, seeking
his nod for the doorstep de-
livery of ration to the poor,
here on Tuesday.

Was it prudent, Mr. Kejri-
wal asked, to have separate
schemes entailing separate
budgetary expenditure relat-
ed to the same issue, in this
case that of dry ration, espe-
cially when the ration in
question “belonged neither
to political leaders nor the
Aam Aadmi Party or the
BJP” but to the people
instead.

“The home delivery of ra-

tion was about to begin. The
scheme would have allowed
a poor person to get proper-
ly packed ration delivered at
home instead of being
pushed around in lines out-
side [ration] shops... but
suddenly, just two days be-
fore it was supposed to be
implemented, it was stalled.
People are asking why you
did so,” Mr. Kejriwal asked in
the letter.

Ration mafia
Residents have, over the last
75 years, been targeted con-
sistently by the ‘ration mafia’
and while the ration was
supposedly delivered to
them on paper, most of it
was siphoned off, he alleged.
“It is being said that we
did not seek the Centre’s ap-
proval for the scheme. This

North body wants its six hospitals to be
taken over by Centre: Delhi govt. to HC

‘State govt. willing to take charge if Modi govt. uninterested’

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

The Delhi government has
told the High Court that
North body has been advo-
cating that its six hospitals
be handed over to the
Centre to reduce the annual
expenditure incurred by the
civic body, which is facing fi-
nancial constraints.

The six hospitals are Hin-
du Rao Hospital, Kasturba
Hospital, R.B.I.PMT Hospi-
tal, Girdhari Lal Hospital,
M.V.L.D. Hospital and Balak

Ram Hospital.

The Delhi government,
represented by senior advo-
cate Rahul Mehra, said that
in February 2018, a commu-
nication was sent by the
North municipal commis-
sioner to its Municipal Secre-
tary. The communication
sets out the consolidated ex-
penditure incurred in run-
ning the said hospitals in the
years 2014-15, 2015-16 and
2016-17, and advocates that
these hospitals be handed
over to the Central govern-

Relaxations granted for

installing oxygen plants
Key proposals get nod at DDA meeting

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Lieutenant Governor Anil
Baijal on Tuesday chaired a
Delhi Development Authori-
ty (DDA) meeting with se-
nior officials in which delib-
erations were held and key
proposals were approved by
the authority.

According to Raj Niwas, a
modification granting ex-
emption from notice and
building permit for erection
or installation of PSA (Pres-
sure Swing Adsorption)
plant or Liquid Medical Oxy-
gen Plant and similar related
infrastructure on ground in
hospitals in open and set-
back areas subject to other
mandatory clearances and
making it free from FAR
(Floor Area Ratio) and
ground coverage norms was
among the significant
developments.

Housing plots

Disposal of group housing
plots for construction of
small size dwelling units not
exceeding carpet area of 60
sq.m for providing afforda-
ble houses was another key
proposal. In view of the cur-
rent economic situation, the
existing rates of additional

FAR and conversion charges
would not be increased for
all categories of properties
and land rates for computa-
tion of misuse charges, it
was decided.

The date of approval for
redevelopment plans for
standalone godowns in non-
conforming areas was ex-
tended up to December 31,
2023.

The Master Plan for Delhi
2021 with respect to deve-
lopment control norms for
unauthorised colonies for fi-
nal notification by MoHUA
was another proposal,
which was cleared. DDA was
allowed to undertake deve-
lopment and sanction build-
ing plans for its in-situ slum
rehabilitation projects un-
der PMAY falling in denoti-
fied areas.

Invitation of public com-
ments and suggestions on
proposal for change in land
use from residential (rede-
velopment) to transporta-
tion for multilevel car park-
ing at Idgah Road, Zone A as
well as a review of the policy
for fixation of reserve price
in respect of unsold invento-
ry of built-up shops or units
by effecting reduction in re-
serve price was also passed.

ment so as to reduce the an-
nual expenditure incurred
by it to the tune of about
%500-600 crore.

“In case, the Centre is not
willing to take them over,
the GNCTD would be willing
to take over the said hospi-
tals and medical college,
considering the fact that
health is a State Subject,” Mr.
Mehra said.

An HC Bench directed the
North body to submit a sta-
tus report by July 8, the next
date of hearing.

is wrong, Sir...Legally, we do
not require the Centre’s ap-
proval...but we did not want
any dispute with the Centre
so we took approval not just
once, but five times,” the
Chief Minister stated.

The Centre, Mr. Kejriwal
further stated, had cited that
the matter was sub judice at
the Delhi High Court as a
reason for not allowing its
rollout. However, the Chief
Minister argued, if the High
Court had not stayed the
scheme in spite of this, how
could the Centre do so?

“If we want to deliver ra-
tion to needy residents,
what is objectionable in
that? 1 believe, given the
pandemic, this scheme
should not only be imple-
mented in Delhi but across
the country,” he said.

Active cases fall below 5K,
daily infections stay low

Capital reports 316 new infections; positivity rate at 0.44%

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The downward trend in CO-
VID-19 cases continued in
Delhi with the active cases
falling below 5,000 on Tues-
day, according to a health
bulletin released by the Del-
hi government.

The city reported 316 new
COVID-19 cases in the past
24 hours, taking the total
cases to 14,29,791.

Also, 41 deaths were re-
ported and the total number
of deaths stood at 24,668. A
total of 71,879 tests were
done in a day, the bulletin
said. Of the total cases,
14,00,161 people have reco-
vered and there are 4,962
active cases.

The test positivity rate
(TPR) was 0.44%, which
means that less than one
person out of 100 people
taking COVID-19 tests are
now positive for the virus.

AAP leader Atishi said

that Covaxin doses for peo-
ple in the age group of 45
years and above was almost
over on Tuesday and vacci-
nation using Covaxin in go-
vernment hospitals and
centres will be closed from
Wednesday.

“We are waiting for the
Central government to send
another shipment of vac-
cines for this category. Cov-

AAP MLAs launch 45+
vaccination campaign

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

AAP MLAs inaugurated Del-
hi government’s ‘ahaan
Vote, Wahin Vaccine’ door-
to-door vaccine outreach
programme in their consti-
tuencies and appealed to pe-
ople to get vaccinated.

The AAP leaders ap-
pealed to representatives of
RWAs, youth groups, wo-
men’s groups, market asso-
ciations, NGOs and religious
organisations to spread
awareness and encourage

residents above 45 years to
get vaccinated at local poll-
ing booths in their Assembly
constituencies.

Food and Civil Supplies
Minister Imran Hussain
launched the programme in
Ballimaran Assembly consti-
tuency and went door-to-
door to encourage people to
get vaccinated.

In Kalkaji, AAP MLA At-
ishi said she will go from
house-to-house to ensure
that all people get vaccinat-
ed at local polling booths.

. \ Jh*i -'-'i
A woman undergoes a COVID-19 test at Kewal Park in north
Delhi on Tuesday. =susHIL KUMAR VERMA

ishield stock is available for
45+ category,” Ms. Atishi
said.

About vaccination of 18-
44 age group, she said, “We
had 27,000 doses of Covaxin
available till this morning.
Young people eligible for the
second dose will be given
Covaxin for the next 1-2 days.
But Covishield stock is not
available with us at present.”

Involve RWAs
for jab drive:
HC to Centre

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has
asked the Centre to “se-
riously consider” involving
the Residents Welfare As-
sociations (RWAs) in the
Capital for organising vac-
cination drives within their
respective colonies for the
residents.

A Bench of Justice Vipin
Sanghi and Justice Jasmeet
Singh said “permitting vac-
cinations to be undertaken
at such camps would go a
long way in making it con-
venient and safe for the re-
sidents of the colonies to
get themselves vaccinated
at such centres”.

“The Centre should, the-
refore, seriously consider
this proposal at the ear-
liest,” the court said. “Ho-
wever, in case, the Centre,
for any good reason, is not
inclined to permit RWAs to
organise such camps in as-
sociation with private hos-
pitals, the reasons shall be
disclosed in the next status
report,” the court said.

Two civil defence marshals
held for robbery in Narela

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Two Delhi Civil Defence
(DCD) marshals were ar-
rested for allegedly robbing
a man of his phone in Nare-
la, police said on Tuesday.

DCP (Outer North) Rajiv
Ranjan Singh said the ac-
cused — Gaurav (20) and
Ayush (20) — are both resi-
dents of Narela.

The crime took place on
Monday at 9.30 p.m. when
complainant Vikas Kumar
from Sonipat was returning
home with his cousin.

When they reached near
MSP Mall, two men on a
bike came to the spot and
stopped near him.

They slapped him and
snatched his phone.

On hearing commotion,
patrolling officials rushed
to the spot. The accused
were nabbed.

They told police that
they work as DCD mar-
shals. The phone and the
bike were recovered from
their possession, Mr. Singh
said, adding that further
probe is under way.
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(MASTER PLAN SECTION)
PUBLIC NOTICE

The extensive modifications which the Central
Government/ Delhi Development Authority proposes to
make to the Master Plan for Delhi (MPD) keeping in
view the perspective for the year 2041 as Master
Plan for Delhi-2041 (MPD-2041), under Section 11A
of DD Act 1957, is hereby published for public

Any person having any objections / suggestions
with respect to the Draft MPD-2041 may send the
objections / suggestions via web portal: http://
online.dda.org.in/MPD2041 or in writing to the

hotlinks.aspx

and 011-23370326.

New Delhi-110002.

Dated: 09.06.2021
Place: New Delhi

Commissioner- cum- Secretary, Delhi Development
Authority, ‘B’ Block, Vikas Sadan, New Delhi- 110023
within a period of Forty-Five(45) days from the date of
issue of this notice. The person making the objections or
suggestions in writing should give his/her name,
address and telephone/contact number(s)/E-mail 1D
which should be readable.

The draft text document of MPD-2041 and land use
plan shall be available at the Reception Desk of Vikas
Minar, |.P. Estate, New Delhi-110002 on all working days
during the period referred above. The same shall also be
available on the following link i.e. https://dda.org.in/

For any assistance contact Helpdesk on all working
days (Timings 10.00 am to 5.30 pm)- Ph:9310829891

Contact person: Dy. Director, Master Plan Monitoring &
Review Unit (MPMR), 13th floor, Vikas Minar, |.P. Estate,

File No.:F.18 (15)/2021-MP

Commissioner-cum-Secretary,
Delhi Development Authority

Please give your feedback on DDA Apps at ™ Google play
Please visit DDA’s Website at www.dda.org.in or Dial 1800110332

Sd/-
(D.Sarkar)

ENTERPR'SE CONNECT A Business Initiative

GAIL launches
awareness initiative on
Environment Day 2021

Supporting the United Nation’s theme
of ‘Ecosystem Restoration” for World
Environment Day today, GAIL (India) Limited
launched an engagement activity under its
awareness initiative #ChangeForGood on
its digital platform where netizens can take
a pledge to reinforce their commitment for
a better environment and showcase their
efforts in this direction.GAIL has been playing
a significant role in ‘Energizing Possibilities’
for a cleaner environment and sustainable
living, with ‘Environmental Responsibility’
being one of the core elements of its
vision statement. A micro site has been
created by GAIL where individuals can
click and upload photographs, short videos
showcasing their terrace garden, photos of
greener environment around their homes
and their efforts towards the environment.
The best contributions will be showcased
through GAIL social media platforms.A video
content and posts are also produced under
its initiative ‘Hawa Badlo’ which advocates
against air pollution, problems caused due
to air pollution and solutions for curbing it
ensuring a greener and cleaner tomorrow.
The video and content focuses on improving
the air and environment as we all are going
through tough times due to the pandemic.
Better air and environment will help building
better health for healthier future.

NTPC signs UN’s prestigious CEO
Water mandate

NTPC Ltd, India’s largest power utility has
signed the prestigious UN Global Compact’s
CEO Water Mandate. With NTPC joining the
coveted league of companies that focus on
efficient water management, its Chairman
and Managing Director Shri Gurdeep Singh
has joined a select group of business leaders
who recognize the ever-growing importance
of water stewardship and have been
working to conserve this precious natural
resource. NTPC has already taken a series
of measures across its plant locations on
sound water management. NTPC will further
imbibe the 3 R’s (reduce, reuse, recycle)
for water conservation and management
while carrying out its core business activity
of power generation.The CEO Water
Mandate is a UN Global Compact initiative
to demonstrate commitment and efforts of
companies to better their water and sanitation
agendas as part of long term Sustainable
Development Goals. The CEO Water
Mandate is designed to assist companies
in the development, implementation,
and disclosure of comprehensive water
strategies and policies. It also provides a
platform for companies to partner with like-
minded businesses, UN agencies, public
authorities, civil society organizations, and
other key stakeholders.The growing crisis
in both water and sanitation in many parts
of the world poses a wide range of risks
— and, in some instances, opportunities —
for companies in all industries. NTPC is
committed to proactively address water
sustainability issues through implementing
Water Policy, which will serve as a directive
for  establishing water management
strategies, systems, processes, practices
and research initiatives.

Trifed launch plantation drive on the
occasion of World Environment Day

The lives of our tribal brethren has always

#ChangeForGood
World

been one that has been close to Nature.
Living in her lap since centuries, and their
survival and sustenance dependent on
Nature and her bounties, it is not surprising
that environment is a major part of the
identity of our tribals. On the occasion of the
World Environment Day on June 5, 2021,
tribal members of Van Dhan Vikas Kendras
across the country launched a drive to plant
more trees. One such example was from
the state of Maharashtra where the tribal
members of VDVKC Adivasi Eakatmik
Samajik Sanstha, Shahapur planted 10,000
giloy plants in this drive that took place at
Mokhavane and Kharid villages. To do its
bit, TRIFED also had organised a VC under
the Chairmanship of Shri Pravir Krishna,
Managing Director, TRIFED. Attended by
all the different regional offices of TRIFED,
this was an interesting session wherein the
attendees were made aware of the symbiotic
and close relationship between tribals and
nature and how preserving the identity of
tribals is a must while sustaining nature and
conserving the environment. The support of
the tribal brothers and sisters to conserve the
environment is a must. TRIFED, as the nodal
agency for empowerment of tribals, has
put in place several outstanding initiatives
to improve the lives of these people. The
Van Dhan Vikas Yojana, implemented by
TRIFED, is one such programme for value
addition, branding & marketing of Minor
Forest Produces by establishing Van Dhan
Kendras to facilitate creation of sustainable
livelihoods for the forest-based tribes.

Tourism Stakeholders of Jammu
Division Welcome Relief Package for
Tourism sector

The Tourism Stakeholders extend gratitude
to Hon'ble Lieutenant Governor J&K for
extending an additional package of Rs.
2,63,64,000/- as a relief measure in the wake
of Covid-19 Pandemic in favour of various
Tourism Stake Holders Viz. Ponywalas,
Palkiwalas, Shikarawalas, Boatwalas,
Camelwalas etc. in Jammu region. As a
matter of fact, initially an amount of Rs.
1.68 lacs was announced as a financial
assistance for Tourism Sector Stakeholders.
In wake of Covid-19 Pandemic, Tourism
Sector which is one of the largest revenue
generating industry of J&K has suffered
huge losses. This sector employs many
seasonal, professional, part-time and
temporary workers. With the impact of crises
expected, continuing over many months to
come, Jobs directly or indirectly associated
with the industry will suffer. This step of
the Hon'ble Lieutenant Governor, J&K is a
balance measure and was the need of the
hour. The relief package has covered the
remaining 951 No. of Ponywalas, Palkiwalas,
Pithuwalas etc. registered with the Office of
Shivkhori Shrine Board. Also a considerable
number of 12202 Ponywalas, Palkiwalas,
Pithuwalas registered with the office of
Katra Municipal Committee will get their
due share. The relief amount also includes
18 Shikarwalas/Paddle Boat Owners and 11
Ponywalas/Camelwalas registered with the
Department of Tourism.

POWERGRID extends COVID 19 care
measures under their CSR initiative

Power Grid Corporation of India Limited
(POWERGRID), a ‘Maharatna’ Company
under Ministry of Power, Government of
India had as part of its Corporate Social
Responsibility measures, embarked upon

many initiatives during the pandemic,
providing necessary help for treating COVID
19 patients and sensitising others about
COVID appropriate behaviour. POWERGRID
left no stone unturned for containing the
spread of COVID 19 and arranging all
possible facilities for the treatment of those
affected by COVID 19. In this direction
Northern  Region-Il  of POWERGRID
took many steps in the states of Punjab,
Himachal Pradesh, parts of Haryana and
UTs J&K and chandigarh to facilitate the
needy during this pandemic. POWERGRID
equipped District Administration, Bilaspur,
Himachal Pradesh with Pulse Oximeters,
oxygen cylinders, sanitizers, masks and
oxygen regulator amounting to Rs. 3.30 lakh.
COVID 19 had affected the villages also in
this second wave, POWERGRID gave two
oxygen concentrators to gram Panchayat
village Damjan near its New Wanpoh Sub-
station. As a preventive measure, sanitisers
and masks were distributed to Chief Medical
Officer of Fatehabad. POWERGRID also
provided masks, PPE kits to primary health
Centre Chattergam near Wagoora Sub-
station. All these initiatives of POWERGRID
have been instrumental in reaching out to
not only the employees of the company but
have provided relief to the common masses.
Better treatment facilities have saved many
precious lives through early detection and
treatment.

Vaccination drive organised by NBCC
& NSL for construction workers

On 5th June 2021 in the first phase, Covid
Vaccination Drives were organized by
NBCC and its Subsidiary NBCC Services
Limited (NSL) especially for maintenance/
construction workers at different strategic
locations in New Delhi. The Camps
witnessed an enthusiastic response wherein
over 600 construction workers of different
sites were inoculated at various locations
in New Delhi. Both the Vaccination Camps
were successfully managed and supervised
by senior Officials, HRM Team and Staff
of NBCC as well as NSL who voluntarily
came forward for this initiative. NBCC and
its subsidiaries are taking all necessary
initiatives in this fight against COVID-19.

Sh. Nand Lal Sharma, Chairman &
Managing Director, SJVN Conferred
with PSU Award of The Year-2020

Dalal Street Investment Journal (DSIJ)
conferred PSU Award of the Year 2020 to Sh.
Nand Lal Sharma, Chairman & Managing
Director, SJVN. The award was conferred in
recognition of the outstanding contribution
made by Sh. Sharma to make SJVN most
efficient & profitable Mini Ratna Company
of the year 2020.Sh. Nand Lal Sharma
is heading SJVN Limited as Chairman &
Managing Director, a Schedule A, Mini Ratna
Public Sector Enterprise. Under dynamic
leadership of Sh. Nand Lal Sharma, SJVN
has emerged as a major player in Power
Sector in India and neighboring countries.
SJVN currently is constructing seven (7)
Power Projects with capacity of around 3300
MW in India, Nepal & Bhutan. His persistent
and unrelenting efforts have resulted in
allocation of more than 10 Power Projects in
India & Abroad in last two years. SJVN has
set ambitious targets of becoming a 5000
MW company by 2023, 12000 MW company
by 2030 and 25000 MW company by 2040.
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Administer 6 lakh doses
daily, Yogi tells officials

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath on
Monday asked officials to
increase the pace of vacci-
nation in the State and at-
tempt to administer 6 lakh
doses daily.

From July 1, this should
be further increased to 10
lakh doses per day, the CM
said after an official meet
on tackling the pandemic.

The State administered
4.5 lakh doses over the past
24 hours, the government
said.

Meanwhile, the State de-
cided to relax the Corona
Curfew restrictions in all 75
districts as the active cases
in each one dropped below
600. From Tuesday, busi-
ness establishments and
markets in all districts
would be open from 7 am to
7 pm for five days a week.

JHARKHAND URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE

DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LIMITED

(Govt. of Jharkhand Undertaking)

Now, Akhilesh says he will take the jab

He cites PM Modi’s statement on vaccine procurement for change in stance

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW

Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav, who had
said he would not get vacci-

nated for COVID-

19 as he

did not trust the “BJP’s vac-
cine”, announced he would
get the shot following Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
statement of reverting to
centralised procurement of

vaccines.

“I was against the ‘BJP’s
tika’ but welcome the ‘tika
of the Indian government’.
will also get the vaccine
shots and would appeal
those who could not get

Akhilesh Yadav. =

of vaccine to get the shots,”
Mr. Yadav said.

Taking to Twitter, he stat-
ed that due to public out-
rage, the Centre had to an-
nounce that they would get

3""FLOOR, PRAGATI SADAN, KUTCHERY ROAD, Jﬂlzg/o
RANCHI-834001, JHARKHAND. I
Ph No.: +91-651-2225878, e-mail Id-pdt.juidco@gmail.com
CIN: U45200JH2013SGC001752

NIT No: -JUIDCO Ltd/RFP/FSMS-8 ULBs/2021-380 Date: 07.06.2021
Tender ID.: 2021 UDD 49640 1
P R No.: 246532

CORRIGENDUM/ADDENDUM-02
All bidders are hereby announced that corrigendum/addendum-02 is
released for tender of NIT Ref No:-JUIDCO Ltd/RFP/FSMS-8
ULBs/2021-380and Tender ID 2021 UDD 49640 1 for “Request for
Proposal (RFP) for Selection of Consultant for preparation of Detailed
Project Report (DPR) and providingProject Management
Consultancy (PMC) services for Fecal Sludge ManagementScheme of
Hussainabad, Bishrampur, Lohardaga, Garhwa, Chattarpur, Khunti,
Chatraand Latehar”. The bidders are advised to take in to account the
same before submission of their bids against the tender.
NOTE: Corrigendum/Addendum-02(including date extension) and all
other information can be referred from the e-tender site of Govt. of
Jharkhand i.e. (http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in)

sd/-

PR 247633 Urban Development (21-22)_D Project Director (T)

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General public is hereby informed that
one person namely Vipin S/o Vinod
Kumar R/o H.No. B-492, GD Colony,
Delhi has been missing/kidnapped from
the his house since 20.04.2021. In this
regard, a case GD No. 25A Dated
30.05.2021 has been registered at
P.S. Gazipur, Delhi. The description of
the missing personis as under.

Age: 30 Years, Complexion: Fair,
Height: 5' 37, Face: Round, Built:
Medium, Wearing: Black colour T-shirt,
blue colour jeans and white colour sports shoes in feet.
Sincere efforts have been made by the local police to trace out
him but no clue has come to light so far. If anyone has any
information about the missing/ kidnapped person then please
inform P.S. Gazipur, Delhi at following Tel No./e-mail:
cic@cbi.gov.in and Website: http://cbi.nic.in
Ph:011-24368638, 24368641

Fax No.011-24368639

VIPIN

Sd/- S.H.O.
PS: Gazipur, Delhi

vaccinated due to shortage

the vaccination done in-

Five-year-old girl dies
of thirst in Rajasthan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JODHPUR

A five-year-old girl died of
thirst while her grandmoth-
er fell unconscious in Raniw-
ara in Jalore district of Rajas-
than, the police said on
Tuesday.

The incident took place
on Sunday afternoon when
Sukhi (60) and Manju (5)
were going on foot to see a

family member in Roda vil-
lage, SHO Padma Ram said.
On the way, they felt thirsty
but could not find water, he
said. Later, some shepherds
spotted them and informed
the village sarpanch who in-
formed the police.

The police took both to a
hospital where Manju was
declared dead while Sukhi is
undergoing treatment.

stead of “politicising it”.

BJP hits out at Akhilesh
BJP leader and Uttar Pra-
desh Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya tar-
geted Mr. Yadav for his ear-
lier comments and accused
him of insulting the scien-
tists of the country who had
developed vaccine and
blamed him for the inci-
dents involving health
workers due to resistance to
vaccination.

“He should get vaccinat-
ed, we welcome that. But
till he apologises, he is guil-
ty of the insults of and the

attacks [on health workers

and scientists],” said Mr.
Maurya.

Mr. Yadav’s announce-
ment came a day after his
father and SP founder Mu-
layam Singh Yadav got his
first dose. Due to Mr. Akhi-
lesh Yadav’s earlier com-
ments on the vaccine, the
BJP leaders taunted him af-
ter his father received the
vaccine.

Mr. Maurya on Sunday
thanked Mr. Mulayam Singh
Yadav for taking the “swa-
deshi vaccine”. His (Akhi-
lesh) comment was “proof”
that he had “spread ru-
mours” about the vaccine,

Rajasthan extends crop
loan repayment date

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR

In a major relief to the farm-
ers during the COVID-19
pandemic, Rajasthan has ex-
tended the last date for re-
payment of crop loans for
the rabi season in 2020-21
from June 30 to August 31.

The State government
has also decided to speed up
disbursement of short-term
loans for the kharif crop
cycle.

Cooperative Minister
Udai Lal Anjana said here on
Tuesday that the decision
would benefit lakhs of farm-

ers affected by the pandem-

Mr. Maurya added.

ic. “The Cooperative De-

partment has set the target
for disbursing 16,000 crore
in loans this year and has al-
ready released 32,550 crore
in credit,” he said.

As many as 9.71 lakh
farmers were connected
with the agricultural credit
facility during 2019-20 and
3.91 farmers in 2020-21. Mr.
Anjana said the condition
for loan repayment within a
maximum of one year had
been dispensed with.

The State government
would sanction more pro-
jects for food processing,
cold storage and warehous-
es for the benefit of agricul-
turists this year.

Panchkula development authority to be set up

It will ensure timely, swift execution of integrated development plan: Haryana CM

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH
Haryana Chief Minister Ma-
nohar Lal on Tuesday an-
nounced setting up of the
Panchkula Metropolitan De-
velopment Authority
(PMDA) to ensure timely and
swift execution of the inte-
grated development plan
made for the city.

“The PMDA would ensure

sustained and balanced
growth. The authority would
work on the similar lines of
the Gurugram Metropolitan
Development Authority and
the Faridabad Metropolitan
Development  Authority,”
said Mr. Lal here at a press
conference.

He said to ensure that the
people of the State along
with the Panchkula residents

are aware of the develop-
ment planned for the city, an
extensive Information Edu-
cation Communication cam-
paigning would be prepared.

“A map identifying every
corner of Panchkula would
be prepared and hoardings
displaying the information
about completed projects
and in progress would be in-
stalled across the city,” said

DP/535/ED/2021 Ph: 011-22610068

SEARGH FOR MISSING

General publicis hereby informed thata
lady Supriya, W/o Dilip Kumar R/o Gali |
No. 7, Khode Colony, Badarpur, New
Delhi has been missing from New Delhi
Railway Station. In this regard, DD No.
15-A dated 02.06.2021 has been
registered at P.S. New Delhi Railway
Station, Delhi. Sincere efforts have
been made by the local police to trace
out the missing lady but no clue has
come to light so far. The description of
the missing lady is as under:

Name: Supriya, Gender: Female, Age: 21 years, Height:
5'3”, Complexion: Fair, Face: Round, Built: Strong,
Wearing: Green colour suit, black colour leggings and
sandals on her feet.

If anyone has any information regarding this missing lady,
klndlY inform SHO/ New Delhi Railway Station, Delhi.

E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in
Ph.: 011-24368638, 24368641
Fax : 011-24368639

DP/156/RLY/2021

(2] Bihar School Examination Board

NOTICE INVITING SHORT-TERM e-TENDER
(Through e-procurement mode only over https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in)
Tender Notice No. PR 75/2021

Bihar School Examination Board, Patna invites e-tenders under two
bid systems from the reputed, experienced & technologically sound
Firms /Companies/ Agencies/ Societies/ Service Provider having
adequate infrastructure and Experience of handling the works of
“Selection of agency to provide (1:1) Internet Lease Line
Connectivity on OFC media (Overhead Fiber) at offices of Bihar
School Examination Board (Main Building at Sinha Library Road, Patna &
Academic Building, Budh Marg, Patna), as per the decision of BSEB”.

Scope of work : Selection of agency to provide (1:1) Internet Lease
Line Connectivity on OFC media (Over head Fiber) to Bihar School
Examination Board, Patna.

SHO
P.S. New Delhi Railway Station, Delhi.
Ph. No. 011-23744073

Cost of Tender Tender Processing Fee Earnest
Document (In Rupees) (Non Refundable) Money
(Inclusive of GST @18.00%) to be paid through e-payment (In Rupees)
mode (i.e. NEFT/RTGS/Credit Card/Debit card) (in Rupees)
3500/- T 590/- (Five Hundred % 2,00,000/-
(Five Hundred and Ninety (Two Lakhs
Rupees only) Rupees only) Rupees only)

Tender Schedule/ Programme:
Date and Time for Activity Date/Time: Duration
Online Submission 10/06/2021 (11:00 Hrs.)
Start Date (https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in)

16/06/2021 up to 14.15 Hrs. (Bihar
School Examination Board, Sinha
Library Road, Patna-800017))

01/07/2021 (14:00 Hrs.)
(https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in)

01/07/2021 upto 14:30 Hrs. (Bihar
School Examination Board, Sinha
Library Road, Patna-800017)
01/07/2021 at 15:00 Hrs.
(https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in)
(Bihar School Examination Board,
Sinha Library Road, Patna-800017)

Financial Bid Opening Date to be announced
Date and Time competent authority

Pre-Bid meeting

Last Date/Time for submission
/ uploading of offer/Bid

Submission of EMD in
Hard copy/ Original only in
case of Bank Guarantee

Date & time for opening
of Technical Bid

later by

JHARKHAND URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE J',a
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LIMITED 3

(Govt of Jharkhand Undertaking)
3™ FLOOR, PRAGATI SADAN, KUTCHERY ROAD,

———

RANCHI-834001, JHARKHAND.
Ph No.: +91-651-2225878, e-mail Id-pdt.juidco@gmail.com
CIN: U45200JH2013SGC001752

NIT No: -JUIDCO Ltd/RFP/FSMS-7 ULBs/2021-381Date: 07.06.2021
Tender ID.: 2021_UDD_49641_1
P RNo.:246399

CORRIGENDUM/ADDENDUM-02

Allbidders are hereby announced that corrigendum/addendum-
02is released for tender of NIT Ref No:-JUIDCO Ltd/RFP/FSMS-7
ULBs/2021-381and Tender ID 2021_UDD_49641_1
for “Request for Proposal (RFP) for Selection of Consultant for
preparation of Detailed Project Report (DPR) and providing
Project Management Consultancy (PMC) services for Fecal
Sludge Management Scheme of Mahagama, Barharwa,
Hariharganj, Barkishariya, Domchanch, Bachra&Dhanwar in
Jharkhand”. The bidders are advised to take in to account the
same before submission of their bids against the tender.

NOTE: Corrigendum/addendum-02 (including date extension)
and all other information can be referred from the e-tender site of
Govt.of Jharkhand i.e. (http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in)

Sd/-
Project Director (T)

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that an
unidentified male namely Unknown, S/o:
Unknown, R/o: Unknown was found on
05.06.2021 on hanging in the jungle area
behind Anand Vihar Railway Station in
jurisdiction of P.S. Patparganj Industrial
Area, East Delhi. In this regard DD No. 31A,
Date 05/06/2021 U/s 174 Cr.PC has been
lodged at Police Station, Patparganj Industrial Area, East Delhi.
Identification of unidentified dead body is as under:

Name: Unknown, Age: 25 to 30 Years, Height: 5’5",
Complexion: Wheatish, Built: Normal, Face: Oval, ID Mark:
Old Scare Mark on Right Hand, Wearing: White Colour Shirt
and Grey Colour Pant.

If anyone has any information or clue about this male deceased
may kindly be inform undersigned.

PR 247634 (Urban Development) 21-22 (D)

SHO
Police Station, Patparganj Industrial Area, East Delhi
DP/541/ED/2021 Ph.: 011-22146491, 8750870626

GOVERNMENT OF HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER NATIONAL HIGHWAYS,
BLOCK-D, NIRMAN BHAWAN,
NIGAM VIHAR, SHIMLA-171002

Notice Inviting Bid

Bid No. PW-CE-NH-CTR-Tender Notice/EPC-30/2021- 615-23 Dated :02-06-2021

RFP for Re-construction of 6 Bridges on NH-21A (New NH-105) Pinjore-Swarghat in
the State of Himachal Pradesh.” (Tender Job No. EPC 30/2021).

The Ministry of Road Transport & Highways through Chief Engineer NH
HPPWD Shimla is engaged in the development of National Highways and as part of this
Endeavour, it has been decided to undertake the work for Re-construction of 6 Bridges
on NH-21A (New NH-105) Pinjore-Swarghat in the State of Himachal Pradesh.”
(Tender Job No. EPC 30/2021) through an Engineering, Procurement and Construction
(EPC) Contract.

Himachal Pradesh Public works Department through Chief Engineer NH
HPPWD Shimla now invites bids from eligible contractors for the following project:

State |NH | Tender
No. | Job No.

Estimated
Civil Cost
Of Project*

Re-construction of [Rs. 36.34
6 Bridges on NH-21A | Crore*
(New NH-105) Pinjore-
Swarghat in the State
of Himachal Pradesh.
" (Tender Job No.
EPC 30/2021)

Name of work Completion | Defect
period Liability

Period

Himachal | 105
Pradesh

EPC-
30/2021

18 Months |10 years

*The Estimated Project Cost is the Civil Cost of the work without GST and is used only for
Evaluation Purpose. The bid should be quoted as per BoQ inclusive of GST.

The complete BID document can be viewed / downloaded from official portal of e-
procurement portal of MoRT&H (https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app) from 02-06-2021
(1800 Hrs. IST) to 15-07-2021 (upto 1100 Hrs IST). Bidder must submit its Technical bid &

Financial Bid at (https:/eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.) and also Technical Bid at
(https://bims.gov.in.) on or before 15-07-2020 (upto 1100 Hours IST). It is mandatory to

* Tender document fee & tender processing fee to be submitted
only via Online mode. EMD to be submitted Offline only in case
of Bank Guarantee.

o Detailed descriptions of the items and instructions for submitting your offer
can be downloaded from e-tender website https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in.

e For support related to e-tendering process, Bidders may contact at
“e- Procurement HELP DESK Address : Mjunction services limited RJ
Complex, 2nd Floor, Canara Bank Campus, Khajpura, Ashiana Road,
P.S. - Shastri Nagar, Patna 800 014, Bihar First” or may visit the link
“Vendor Info” at https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in. Bidders may also raise their
concern by following means :

e Toll Free Number: 1800 572 6571 (Working Hours: 8 AM to 7 PM, All
days in week except few selected state holidays)

e Email ID: eproc2support@bihar.gov.in

e Corrigendum / Addendum, if any, will be published on e-Procurement
Portal, Bihar https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in itself.

e Contact Details : Sh. Vinod Kumar Singh, Nodal officer -
+91 6299923095, E-Mail ID —eproc-bseb-bih@gov.in

e Note:- Bihar School Examination Board reserves the right to
accept/reject/reschedule any or all tenders without assigning any
reasons. Secretary

submit the Technical Bids on (https:/bims.gov.in.) also. Bids received online shall be
opened on 16-07-2021 (at 1130 Hours IST).

Bid through any other mode shall not be entertained. However, Bid Securing Declaration,
document fee receipt deposited through Bharatkosh / NTRP only, Power of Attorney and
Joint Bidding Agreement etc. shall be submitted physically by the Bidder on or before 16-
07-2021 (at 1100 Hours IST). Please note that the Chief Engineer, NH, HPPWD, Shimla-
2 reserves the right to accept or reject all or any of the BIDs without assigning any reason
whatsoever.

Officer In-charge

Forand on Behalf of Governor of HP
Chief Engineer,

National Highway, Nirman Bhawan
HPPWD, Shimla-171002

Phone/Fax 0177-2629416 Sd/-
e-mail: ce-nh-hp@nic.in Chief Engineer (NH)

HP /1342/21-22 HP.PWD. Shimla-2.

asunder:-

This is in reference to the tender published vide Notification No: 16-JaKeGA of 2021 dated 26-05-2021
regarding “Selection of Implementation Agency for Design, Development, Implementation, Operation and
Maintenance of UT Dashboard, Government of J&K”. The following clauses of the RFP are hereby amended

1. Technical Bid Evaluation Criteria Clause No4.8.1, Sub Clause (f) Certifications, isamended as under:

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR
Jammu & Kashmir e-Governance Agency Civil Secretariat, Jammu/Srinagar

Subject :- Corrigendum for Selection of Implementation Agency for Design, Development,
Implementation, Operation and Maintenance of UT Dashboard, Government of J&K thereof.

CORRIGENDUM NO 01 to Notification No 16 -JaKeGA of 2021

DATED: 01-06-2021

S.No| Basic Requirement

Specific Requirement Documents required

f) Certifications

The bidder must have a valid

a) CMMI Level 3 or above Certification
b)1SO 27001 Certification OR

1SO 9001 Certification

Copy of Valid Certificate

N

disposal of JaKeGA:

IT Industry.

related IT Industry.

. Application Maintenance Clause No 5.1.29.1, Sub Clause (h), isamended as under:-
The IA has to provide the following manpower (onsite) for a period of one year after go-Live for the

a. TeamLead (01 No.)- Qualification: Master Degree with minimum 05 years’ experience in IT Industry.
b. MIS Expert (01 No.) - Qualification: Bachelor's Degree with minimum 03 years’ experience of related

c. Technical Support (02 No.) - Qualification: Bachelor's Degree with minimum 03 years’ experience of

3. Therevised schedule of activities is as under: -

S.No.|Key Activities

Date and Time

1. Last date/time for submission of written queries by 10/06/2021 till 2.00 PM.
intending bidders through email at: ceojakega@nic.in
2. Response to the Queries will be published on 15/06/2021.

www.jktenders.gov.in, & www.jakega.jk.gov.in

3 Submission of bids on www.jktenders.gov.in

End Date:22/06/2021 up-to 02:00 PM

4. Opening of Technical Bids

03:00 PM of 22/06/2021 in Civil
Secretariat Srinagar/Jammu.

DIP/J-2218/21

All other terms and conditions of the RFP shall remain same. Sd/-

(Simrandeep Singh) IAS
Chief Executive Officer, JaKeGA

@

UTTARKHAND POWER CORPORATION LIMITED

Gouvt. of Uttarakhand Undertaking)

Victoria Cross Vijeta Gabar Singh Urja Bhawan, Kanwali Road, Dehradun-248001
Corporate Identity No. :

U40109UP2001SGC025867/2358

Telephone : (0135)-2763672-76, Fax-(0135)-2760289, Website: www.uktenders.gov.in

E-TENDER NOTICE (NIT)
Uttarakhand Power Corporation Ltd. Dehradun invites e-tender for following items -
S| Tender Nameofwork  |Quantity| Esti- | Average [Eamest| Cost Date & LastDate Date of
No| Specification mated| Yearly |Money of time of &time of opening of
No. (Nos.) | cost | Turn |Deposit| tender Prebid online Part-1of
() | Overof | () |document| conference | requestfor tenderin
Pre- including | inonline tenderand online &
ceding GST mode submission of offline
Three ® tenderin mode
Financial online & off
Years line mode
1| CCP-II/2/ |33 KV Polymer Pin {15000 | 55.650 | 1.500 | 1.113 | 5900 |22.06.2021 | 06.07.2021 | 07.07.2021
2021-2022  |Insulator LAKH | CRORE| LAKH at 12:00 Hrs.|upto 17:00 Hrs. | at 15:30 Hrs.
2 | CCP-Il/3/ |Single Phase Two 300000 | 22.500 | 33.750 [45.000 | 29500 |22-06-2021 | 06.07.2021 | 07.07.2021
2021-2022 |Wire (10-60A) CRORE | CRORE | LAKH at 12:30 Hrs. |upto 17:00 Hrs. | at 15:45 Hrs.
(DLMS) electronic
meter with box
3 | CCP-Il/4/ |100 KVA, 11/0.433KV, 1000 |12.430 | 18.650 |24.861| 29500 | 23.06.2021 | 07.07.2021 | 08.07.2021
2021-2022  |Aluminium wound, CRORE | CRORE | LAKH at 12:00 Hrs.| upto17:00 Hrs. | at 15:30 Hrs.
Distribution
Transformer
For further details, please visit our website www.uktenders.gov.in
Superintending Engineer
No.: 226/EE(CM)/UPCL/A-2 Dated : 07.06.2021 Corporate (Contract & Procurement-ll)

"SAVE ELECTRICITY IN THE INTEREST OF THE NATION. Use L.E.D. Bulb to Save Electricity (Toll Free No. 1912) "Pay Electricity Bill Online 24x7

from www.upcl.org.” (For information on Electricity theft, informer may report to Toll Free No. 1800 180 4185 0405/Fax No. 0135-2760911)

CLASSIFIEDS MART EDUCATIONAL

TO ADVERTISE:
www.thehinduads.com

WATER PURIFIERS /
FILTERS

Water Purifier RO For Rent Rs10 Per
Day All Types Ro Solution Contact -

9654180120.

Patiala Housa Courts, New Defhi,
Petition No. SC-0272019,

32, Schenefeld, 22868, Germany.
w
STATE &0rs
FOR
INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT, 1925.

To,
All Concemed

INTHE COURT OF Ms. Proatl Parowa, ACJ/
CHCCJ, Court Room No. 3, Ground Floor,

Daniel Sanjay Singh Puri, S/o Late Sh. Bafjit
h Puri, Presently Rio 181, Sadar Bazer,
Dethi Canti-10. Parmanent Rio Borgfelos,

CERTIFICATE UNDER

Anthropology New Batch

As per the recent trends and dynamics of UPSC pattern
Dr. P.V. Lakshmaiah

Masterad Anthropology
Autho of 149 Teat Bocics Pulsished bry Teiugs Mcadermi
1 Books of Anthropology)

o/ Mr. Ayush Sinha, IAS
Highest score in UPSC

1] Iress
Dr. Lakshmaiah IAS Study Circle
Delhi | Telangana | Andhra Pradesh | Dehradun

e A — www.drpvlakshmaiah.com email; drpvlokshmainhio gmnil.com

. Ph: 9773731858 / 934'.-'556996

PUB NO

" Wheneas in the daw; noted ﬁ:di!i;:n
the ap Ilcmt.FpHmunsr [1] or
Si.lunesim no:he'rhl:EI;aCoun
Under Sectmn 372 of tha Indian
jon Act, 1925 in respect of the
debt and securities any persan having &
clarn against or an interest in the Estate
f the deceased Baljit Si hdlaﬂun[l
224'05f2015 At Hambu any. Are
required to send particulars thereaf in
writing to the undersmnad Court, to be
standing in the name of daceased.
Whereas the 05-07-2021 at 10/ o clock
in the foranoan has been fixed for hearing
or the application notice is hereby given
to all concemed.
Given under my hand and the seal of
the court, this 20.03.2021

Sd
ACJICGUIARC,
Patiala House Courts, Mew Delhi.

Police.

the mortgage process.

Notice is hereby given on behalf of Axis Bank Ltd that Mrs. Shaila Devi intends
to mortgage the House No. 482, land measuring 60 Sq. yrds, at Sector-55,
Urban Estate Faridabad, Haryana with our client Axis Bank Ltd against the
financial assistance. Mrs. Shaila Devi acquired the said property from Mr.
Harminder Pal Bhatia by way of Sale Deed dated 28.11.2018. However, out of
the chain link documents Allotment Letter dt. 01.08.1986, Deed of Conveyance
dt. 18.02.1997, Doc. No. 8516 and Sale Deed dt. 18.02.1997 Doc No. 8517 were
lost, and an online FIR No. 132250072100120 was already lodged with Haryana

Public is hereby informed not to deal with the above-mentioned documents. If
anyone do the same, then he will be responsible for all consequences. If any
person(s) having objection with regard to mortgage of the said property is/are
requested to intimate in writing to undersigned within 10 days from the date of
issue of this notice at below address. In the event no information is received
within 10 days from date hereof, our Clienti.e. Axis Bank Ltd. will proceed with

DEEPJYOT SINGH, ADVOCATE
A-13, LGF, South Extn-Il, New Delhi-49 # 011-26262610, 11, 12

cM

K »

»

Mr. Lal.

The Chief Minister said af-
ter Panchkula, a similar inte-
grated development plan
would be chalked out for
Karnal, Hisar and other dis-
tricts of the State. Mr. Lal al-
so lauded the efforts of the
officers who helped Haryana
bag the first position in NITI
Aayog’s think-tank Sustaina-
ble Development Goals.

OPD services
resume at
Gurugram
hospital

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

With a decline in COVID-19
cases, normal outdoor-pa-
tient services (OPD) res-
umed at Civil Hospital in
Sector 10 here on Tuesday.

Giving details, Deputy
Civil Surgeon Maneesh
Rathee said the Health de-
partment had decided to
resume normal OPD ser-
vices after the rate of CO-
VID-19 infection had gone
down. He added all OPD
services were resumed
with normal timings.

The OPD services for
dental, ENT and dermatol-
ogy departments were shut
and the timings for the oth-
er OPD services were cur-
tailed to three hours till 11
a.m. in April-end given the
sudden spike in COVID-19
cases.

Dr. Rathee said there
were directions from the
headquarters now to res-
ume the normal OPD ser-
vices. He added that the
services were run for the
normal timings from 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m. on Tuesday and
1,200 people availed the
facility.

However, the flu OPD
services are being run
round-the-clock to exa-
mine patients with symp-
toms of cough, cold and
fever in view of the CO-
VID-19 infection. He added
that all patients coming for
the OPD services were re-
quired to adhere to COVID
protocol to minimise the
possibility of contraction
of infection.

Assam govt.
institutes

a series of
annual awards

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The Assam government has
instituted a series of annual
awards similar to the Bharat
Ratna and Padma awards
entailing a slew of benefits
for the awardees. The deci-
sion in this regard was ta-
ken at a Cabinet meeting
headed by the Chief Minis-
ter on Tuesday.

While the Asom Ratna
would be presented to one
person who has made a sig-
nificant contribution to so-
ciety, the Asom Bibhushan
would be presented to
three, the Asom Bhushan to
two and the Asom Shree to
10 persons every year. The
awards will carry %5 lakh,
3 lakh, 32 lakh and 21 lakh
respectively with benefits
such as free treatment and
free stay at Assam Bhawans
across the country.

A ND-NDE
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Govt. staff in Lakshadweep worried

Huzurabad will teach a
lesson to TRS: Eatala
HYDERABAD

Telangana former Minister
and rebel TRS MLA Eatala
Rajender said a new agitation
for a democratic Telangana
will start from Huzurabad
and the Telangana Rashtra
Samithi (TRS) will get a
befitting reply for failing the
spirit of the statehood
movement.

A.P. to help small traders
with interest-free loans
GUNTUR

The Andhra Pradesh
government credited ¥370
crore to 3.7 lakh small traders
towards interest-free loans,
under the second phase of
Jagananna Thodu scheme.
Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy said that small
and petty vendors, artisans
needn't approach private
parties for loans, as they can
take loans from banks under
Jagananna Thodu scheme to
cater to their working capital.

One of Kuthiran tunnels
to be opened on August 1
THRISSUR

One of the twin tunnels at
Kuthiran on the Thrissur-
Palakkad National Highway
will be opened on August
1.After a high-level meeting
to review the progress of the
work on Tuesday, Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
asked the authorities to make
arrangements to open one of
the tunnels for vehicle traffic.

Former Minister

C.M. Udasi passes away
BENGALURU

Six-time legislator and former
Minister C.M. Udasi, 85,
passed away on Tuesday at a
private hospital here due to
age-related illness. He is
survived by wife, a daughter,
and son Shivakumar Udasi, a
BJP MP. A former Minister for
Public Works in the B.S.
Yediyurappa Cabinet in 2008,
he was popular due to his
easy access to people.

They are set to be
given intelligence
gathering job

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The Lakshadweep Govern-
ment Employees’ Union has
objected to the island admi-
nistration’s decision to de-

ploy government  staff
aboard fishing vessels for in-
telligence gathering.

In a letter to the Director
of Port, Shipping and Avia-
tion, union general secretary
Fathahudheen said the deci-
sion had made government
servants who are members
of the union ‘nervous’. He
urged the union territory ad-
ministration to desist from
such a move.

There were agencies such
as the police, the marine
force, Coast Guard and the
Navy to guard India’s territo-
rial waters and beyond.

Sudhakaran is president
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UDF members staging a protest, demanding withdrawal of
the proposed ‘anti-people laws' in Lakshadweep. =pi

There were State and Central
Intelligence agencies too
working to detect security
threats.

For a government servant,
other than those working in
the field of fishing, being
asked to work for eight to 10
hours on fishing boats would
only unnerve them, Mr.

of Congress in Kerala

Information was given by Rahul Gandhi

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Congress high com-
mand on Tuesday nominat-
ed K. Sudhakaran, MP, as
the next Kerala Pradesh

Congress Committee
(KPCC) president.
Mr. Sudhakaran said

former AICC president Ra-
hul Gandhi had informed
him of the decision. “Mr. Ra-
hul has a task cut out for me.
He wants me to take every-
body along and rebuild the
party from the grassroots le-
vel by bringing dedicated
workers to leadership posi-
tions,” he said.

The AICC has attempted
to rein in factionalism,
which has dominated Con-
gress politics in Kerala for
decades. It had re-engaged

K. Sudhakaran

with powerful social groups
by naming V.D. Satheeshan
as Leader of the Opposition
and now, Mr. Sudhakaran as
the party's State president.
It had weighed several
names for the post, includ-
ing Kodikunnil Suresh, MP.
It was likely to retain Mr. Su-
resh as working president.

Fathahudheen said.

In another development,
following up on a letter writ-
ten by T. Abdul Khader,
chairperson of the Village
(Dweep) panchayat in Kava-
ratti, its members, along
with two members of the dis-
trict panchayat, met the Dis-
trict Collector Asker Ali to re-

‘More people
involved in
parlour firing’

KOCHI BUREAU
KOCHI

More people beyond the
six accused are suspected
to have links to the beauty
parlour firing case being
probed by the Anti-Terro-
rist Squad (ATS). So far,
four have been arrested.

The agency has reached
such a conclusion after
grilling gangster Ravi Puja-
ri during his nine-day-long
custody, which ended on
Tuesday.

“More people are in-
volved in the case going by
the confessions of Pujari.
But that information will
have to be verified before
they can be arraigned in as
accused,” said ATS sources.

The firing took place
outside the beauty parlour
on December 15, 2018.

Plea for providing food
to needy islanders

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

A writ petition was filed in
the Kerala High Court on
Tuesday seeking a directive
to the Centre and
Lakshadweep
administration to provide
food kits to needy islanders
and transfer cash into their
account till the lockdown is

quest immediate assistance
or supply of food and provi-
sion kits to self-employed
and daily wage earners of the
islands who have been hit
hard by the nearly two-
month lockdown to rein in
COVID-19.

Nizamuddin K.I., a village
panchayat member in Kava-

lifted. The petition was filed
by Nasih K.K. of Amini
island.

According to the

petitioner, 80% of the
islanders depend on fishing,
coconut cultivation, and coir
twisting.

Most of them were jobless

following the imposition of
lockdown and curfew.

ratti, told The Hindu that
hundreds of daily wage ear-
ners and other low-income
people found it hard to have
a proper meal.

“The Collector assured us

that they would all be issued
work passes and relief would
be provided. But he’s said
this before too,” he said.

Maoists say police
killed Madhukar

‘But they claim he died of COVID-19’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

Communist Party of India
(Maoist) on Tuesday alleged
that Telangana police were
carrying out a false cam-
paign that its activist Gad-
dam Madhukar alias Shobh
Rai died of ill health after
being arrested in Warangal
and admitted to Osmania
General Hospital here,
when actually the police
“murdered him”.

In a statement issued by
Dandakaranya South Sub-
Zonal bureau, the party
condemned the “killing of
Madhukar by police”.

The bureau’s official re-
presentative Samatha said
the party appealed to all de-
mocratic activists not to be-

lieve such propaganda by
the police.

Thirty-eight-year-old
Madhukar hailed from Kon-
dapally village of Bejjur
mandal in Kumram Bheem
Asifabad district. He joined
Sirpur squad of Maoists at
the age of 16 in 1999.

The party’s official repre-
sentative said Telangana
police had themselves de-
clared that Madhukar was
caught on June 1 when he
was going to a hospital. Five
days later, they announced
that he died of COVID-19.

The CPI (Maoist) repre-
sentative charged the police
with subjecting Madhukar
to torture from June 1 to 6
without extending him any
medical treatment.
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RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY
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TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 17.00 HRS)

RAIN  MAX  MIN

: Agartala............. 30....29.4....25.0
: Ahmedabad .39.1....28.5
¢ Aizawl........ ..25.8....23.5
: Allahabad... ..40.4....28.5
: Bengaluru ............—.... 31.1....21.9
Bhopal............... 6.2.... 39.5....24.5
Bhubaneswar.. ...36.7....25.6

: Chandigarh .... ...40.7...28.3
: Chennai ..... 47...37.1...22.5
: Coimbatore ..35.5...24.4
: Dehradun... ....36.9....25.3
: Gangtok..........c..... ... 22.3...17.7
B Lo - FRUOTORRRY A SO 30.6....24.5
: Guwahati .31.3...24.0
: Hubballi..... .29.0....22.0
: Hyderabad . .35.6....25.0
: Imphal... .30.0....21.0
* Jaipur. .41.4....30.5
: Kochi.. ....31.8....25.4
: Kohima.. .. 2...27.8....18.0
: Kolkata............... 40....36.1....24.3

cITy

. Forecast for Wednesday: Thunderstorm with lightning and gusty :
© winds (speed reaching 40-50 kmph) at isolated places very likely :
: over West Bengal, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Madhya Pra- :
¢ desh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Telangana, Kerala, Bihar, Jharkhand, :
: Sikkim, Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, central Maharashtra, Goa, :
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Puducherry :
: CITY

RAIN MAX MIN :

Kozhikode.................... —...34.0...25.4 :

Kurnool ...
Lucknow..
Madurai...
Mangaluru ...
Mumbai...
Mysuru....

Port Blair.
Puducherry ..
Pune....
Raipur .
Ranchi.
Shillong...
Shimla.
Srinagar..........

Thiruvananthapuram
Tiruchi.....

Vijayawada ..
Visakhapatna

374,266

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)
: Pollutants in the air you are breathing

Yesterday

CODE

65 ...

59 ..
69 ...
400 ...
62 ..
48 ...
127 ..
53 ..
: .58 ..
. Visakhapatnam 17 .47 .19 .57 ..

¢ CITIES s0: NO: CO PM2.5 PM10

: Ahmedabad..... .. 3 .45 130 ...47 ..

: Bengaluru... .3 .52 .21 ...28 ...

: Chennai .. .7 .5 45 .33 ..

: Delhi...... .2 46 .- 128

¢ Hyderabad..... .2 .70 ..7 ...32 .

. Kolkata... ..5.12 22 .46 ..

¢ Lucknow......... 11 .39 .89 ..128

* Mumbai .. .59 .21 .26 ... - ..
Pune.....ccoooees 6 ..8 .50 ...87

In observation made at :
4.00 p.m., Sonipat, Haryana :
recorded an overall air :
quality index (AQl) score of :
331 indicating an unhealthy :
level of pollution. In :
contrast, Aizawl, Mizoram
recorded a healthy AQI

score of 19

Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQl)
: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: and monuments.
: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

* reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
¢ death in people with heart or lung disease :

Pune fire: case registered against owner

Maharashtra reports 10,891
COVID-19 cases, 295 deaths

16,577 patients recover; Mumbai records 682 fresh cases

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

Maharashtra on Tuesday re-
corded 10,891 fresh CO-
VID-19 cases and 295 deaths
and added 407 previously
unreported fatalities, while
16,577 patients recovered
from the infection, the State
Health Department said.

The State’s caseload rose
to 58,52,891, while the death
toll increased to 1,01,172.

On Monday, the State re-
ported 10,219 COVID-19 cas-
es, the lowest after March 9
this year, and 154 fatalities.

A total of 16,577 patients
were discharged from hospi-
tals during the day, raising
the count of recoveries to
55,80,925 and leaving the
State with 1,67,927 active

cases, the department said.

Maharashtra’s case recov-
ery rate now stands at
95.35%, while the fatality
rate is 1.73%. With 2,11,042
new tests, the number of
samples tested so far went
up to 3,69,07,181.

Of the 295 deaths, 208 oc-
curred in the last 48 hours
and 87 were from the last
week. As part of a reconcilia-
tion exercise, the Health De-
partment added 407 deaths,
which occurred before the
last week, into its cumulative
figure, which means the fa-
tality count increased by 702
on Tuesday.

Mumbai reported 682
fresh cases and seven
deaths, taking the infection
count to 7,12,055 and the toll

to 15,006. The State capital
has reported its lowest sin-
gle-day death count after
March 28, when eight pa-
tients had succumbed to the
infection.

The wider Mumbai divi-
sion, which consists of the
city and its satellite towns,
reported 2,022 new cases
and 49 deaths, raising the
tally to 15,52,411 and the fa-
tality count to 28,447, a re-
lease said.

Of the total deaths in the
division, Mira Bhayandar
Municipal Corporation areas
and rural parts of Palghar
district recorded 13 deaths
each, it said. The Nashik di-
vision reported 953 new cas-
es, while the Kolhapur divi-
sion added 3,614 cases.

Moments of joy: Rain lashed Mumbai and its neighbouring areas on Tuesday morning, bringing
respite from the sweltering heat. The MeT department has termed it pre-monsoon showers.
Picture shows two boys on a bicycle ride in the city. =emmanuaL voGINI

Govt. must not disown
responsibility: Fadnavis

Maratha outfits
question outcome
of CM-PM meeting

STAFF REPORTER
MUMBAI

Maharashtra’s Leader of Op-
position Devendra Fadnavis
said on Monday that Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray
meeting Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi did not mean
that the State could disown
its responsibility.

“The Bhosale committee
report has said that there
are limitations for the effec-
tiveness of revision petition
on the Maratha quota issue.
The State Backward Class
Commission should be
formed and the report must
be sent to the Central Com-
mission. Which means the
State has to act first,” he
said.

Commenting on the is-
sues raised by the delega-
tion, Mr. Fadnavis said that
the majority of the issues
could have been handled at

the State level. “We do not
understand the reason be-
hind discussing the issue of
appointment of 12 MLCs. It
is to be done by the Gover-
nor and not the Prime Mi-
nister,” he said.

When asked about the
separate meeting between
both the leaders, Mr. Fadna-
vis said that there was noth-
ing surprising, adding that
he was not sure whether
such an interaction had ta-
ken place.

Meanwhile, various Ma-
ratha organisations have
questioned the outcome of
the meeting between the
CM and the PM.

“The community is sad
as there was no outcome for
the Maratha community.
We were hopeful but neith-
er the State nor the Centre
informed us about who will
take the responsibility of
ensuring reservation for the
community,” said Vinod Pa-
til, one of the petitioners in
support of Maratha reserva-
tion in the Supreme Court.

Techie who sexually
abused 12 women held

RAINA ASSAINAR
NAVI MUMBAT

A computer engineer from
Mira Road who had sexually
abused 12 women whom he
met via a matrimonial site
has been arrested after
more than four months.

A Pune resident had re-
gistered a case on January
29 with the APMC police
against Mahesh alias Manoj
Gupta (32). She said that she
had met the accused via a
matrimonial site and Mr.
Gupta had invited her to a
pub in the APMC area where
he molested her.

According to the police,
for every woman he met, he

used a different handset and
SIM card. After cheating
one, he would change the
SIM card and buy another
second hand handset but
the fake profile on the matri-
monial site with his photo
was never changed. The ac-
cused would introduce him-
self as a businessman.

“We found call detail re-
cord of at least 10 mobile
numbers used by Mr. Gupta.
On Sunday, we traced him
to Malvani in Malad where
he originally hails from and
arrested him,” police sub-in-
spector Pankaj Mahajan
from APMC police station
said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PUNE

A day after 17 workers, most
of them women, were killed
in a fire at a chemical plant
in Pune district, a case of

culpable homicide was re-
gistered against one of its
owners on Tuesday.

Fire safety measures such
as installation of emergency
exits had not been taken at

the plant, the police alleged.
A case was registered against
Nikunj Shah, one of the own-
ers of SVS Aqua Technolo-
gies, said Abhinav Desh-
mukh, SP, Pune rural.

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST (CONSULTING SERVICES)

Introduction

PURPOSE

Objective

http:/fhppwd.hp.gov.in/

(IST) onworking day.
hours (IST).

ChiefEngineer (SZ).
HPPWD,NirmanBhawan,
Nigam Vihar,Shimla-171002
Himachal Pradesh
Tel:+91-177-2620474

Fax: +91-177-2653362
E-mail: hp-shi4@nic.in

(INDIA)

Broad Objectives of the Consultancy shallinclude:-
1. Quality Control Check on specific works to be assigned to the consultant from time to time, both original and
maintenance, infrastructure related works such as Building works, Bridge works, Jal Shakti Vibhag works, Electricity
Transmission & distribution works and Road works including ongoing Annual Maintenance Plan/Periodic Renewal

works, Periodic Maintenance works and OPBMC works etc. being executed by various departments/corporations

and other agencies of the Government of Himachal Pradesh.

2. Anyothertask assigned by the Government from time to time within scope of consultancy service.

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Assignment Title: Consultancy Services for providing Independent Quality Check Squads (IQCS) for all line
departments/corporations and other agencies of the Government of Himachal Pradesh.

There is a huge road network of around 38035 Km. in Himachal Pradesh, comprising of 2592 Kms. of National Highways, 4681
Kms. of Major District Roads and 30762 Km. of Rural Roads. The H.P Public Works Department is responsible for planning,
construction, up-gradation, maintenance and overall management of this road network with liberal allocation of funds from the
Govt. of India against various schemes like PMGSY, Central Road Fund, EAPs' and also from the State Government. The
quality of road works except PMGSY and World Bank funded HP State Road Project, has been a serious concern for the GoHP
for quite some time. The ever increasing road accidents, failure of bridge and road works draw public criticism reflecting poorly
the image of Govt. of the day. Though there is a separate in-house Quality Control wing in the department headed by Engineer-
in Chief (Project) which is mainly catering for second tier quality assurance for PMGSY works, but due to certain administrative
constraints it has no representation at Circle/Division level so as to exercise proper quality control over all major road/building
works being executed by the HPPWD.As stated above quality of PMGSY and HPSRP roads is far better as compared to other
state works. Itis primarily because of the mandatory provision of a Third Tier quality assurance setup for both these Projects.
Similarly there are several other civilfother infrastructure related works being executed by other departments/corporations like
HP Jal Shakti Vibhag, HPSEB, Urban Development, Tourism, Forest, Rural Development, Panchayati Raj Department &
HPSIDC etc. There is no central Independent Quality Control Mechanism at the state level to ensure that all such works
undertaken by various departments/corporations etc. are executed strictly as per the prescribed quality/standards/norms.

The new dispensation has decided toimplement the concept of Independent Quality Control mechanismin the state.

The QC cell of Hon'ble CM office shall assign specific works to the consultant from time to time; the executing and implementing
agencies have to take adequate and proper steps to ensure control of quality and the work has to be executed as per
specifications. It has to be further ensured that the work is being carried out as per contract specifications and relevant BIS
specifications, IRC codes, Special Publications etc.

The basic concept of this process is that the existing executing Agency performs inspection & testing as per specifications to
ensure a quality product and the IQCS performs testing and Inspection as per the Guidelines on Quality System for relevant
infrastructure as per the Codal provisions.

The detailed Request for Expression of Interest for the proposed assignment along with scope of work shall be made
available on the following website w.e.f. 15-06-2021 at

Consultants may associate with other firms to enhance their qualifications, but should indicate clearly whether the association
is in the form of a joint venture and/or a sub-consultancy. In the case of a joint venture, all the partners in the joint venture shall
be jointly and severally liable for the entire contract, if selected.
AConsultant will be selected in accordance with the QCBS method set out in the Procurement Regulations.

Further information can be obtained at the address below during office hours i.e. 1000 to 1700 hours Indian Standard Time

Expressions of interest must be delivered in a written form to the address below (in person, or by post) by 15-07-2021at 1500

HP/1379/21-22
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A necessary reversion

The changes in vaccine policy should help
improve India’s response to the pandemic

he Centre has announced a much-needed course
Tcorrection in India’s vaccination policy with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi taking the podium
to announce that the month-old decision to leave States
to procure vaccines on their own for their 18-44 popula-
tion would be ending in two weeks. States were allowed
to procure 25% of the vaccines manufactured and the
Centre 50%, a policy that the Supreme Court termed
“irrational and arbitrary”. The Court’s comments have
had a salutary effect. From June 21, the Centre will be
procuring 75% and States will no longer have to pay vac-
cine companies for the same. Vaccines will continue to
be free for all those who choose to get their shot at go-
vernment centres. The 25% vaccines that were allotted
to private hospitals will continue too, though the ser-
vice charges that they charge will be capped at 150.
This ceiling price on vaccines in hospitals will bring
predictability and be hugely beneficial to citizens. The
Centre, which controlled all supply of vaccines and had
negotiated prices and orders with Bharat Biotech and
the Serum Institute saw itself desperately short of sup-
ply right in the middle of India’s deadly second wave.
The hospital emergencies worsened the Centre’s panic
and so it chose a path that no country had undertaken,
of devolving the responsibility of buying vaccines to
States. Health has traditionally been within the purview
of States, and it stands to reason that they would inva-
riably have to deal with the challenges that vaccination
throws up. This includes vaccine hesitancy, the pro-
blem of transportation, the availability of trained per-
sonnel and the existing capacity at health-care sites.
Faced with the intensity of the second wave, States de-
manded more vaccines and autonomy in deciding how
to administer them. What resulted were frequent pu-
blic spats, with the Centre blaming States for inefficient-
ly using available stocks and yet demanding more.
Though there are substantial numbers of senior citi-
zens yet to be vaccinated, particularly with a second
dose, it is clear that the foreseeable demand will be in
the sub-45 category. The Government appears more
confident of getting a steady stream of supply from Bha-
rat Biotech and the Serum Institute and, in a bold move,
has ordered 30 crore doses of an untested vaccine from
the Hyderabad-based Biological E. Assuming that a
third wave is not in the vicinity, these changes in total
could be the beginning of a smoother, more efficient
vaccine roll-out. Mr. Modi’s announcement was preced-
ed by a truculent defence of himself and his govern-
ment and passing on blame to a variety of actors, in-
cluding governments before 2014, for India’s very real
shortcomings on vaccination. However, the path to pos-
itive change is often meandering, and surviving the
pandemic and being wiser from mistakes must be the
spirit in which these policy changes are adopted.

This time for Male

Maldives and India have an opportunity to
work for changing power structures at the UN

he election of Maldives Foreign Minister Abdulla
Tshahid as the President of the 76th session of the

United Nations General Assembly, that begins in
September for 2021-22, is a major boost for the island-
nation’s international profile. The election marks the
first time a Maldivian will hold the post in the UN’s his-
tory, and his margin of victory, 143 to his challenger’s
48, indicating support from nearly three fourths of all
countries at the UN, is significant. Maldives also sees it
as a win for the 52-member Small Island Developing
States (SIDS), which are battling climate change vulner-
ability and other developmental challenges. In addi-
tion, in a year when events in Afghanistan will draw at-
tention as U.S. forces begin to pullout, Mr. Shahid’s
victory over his surprise opponent, former Afghanistan
Foreign Minister Zalmai Rassoul, is remarkable. For In-
dia too, that helped Maldives canvass support, the out-
come is welcome, not only because of its close ties with
Male but also the high regard for Mr. Shahid, a key
member of the Solih government. In a break from the
norm of not announcing one’s choice for an election by
secret ballot, Foreign Secretary Harsh Shringla had an-
nounced India’s support for the Maldives in November
2020, South Block’s explanation being that Afghanistan
had not yet announced Mr. Rassoul’s candidature —
which it did in January 2021. New Delhi should now en-
sure that the Afghan government carries no hard feel-
ings, as some in Kabul had even hinted that India might
wish to support Afghanistan as it had sacrificed its turn
at the UNSC for India’s current term there. It would also
be important to analyse why Kabul decided to field a
candidate late in the race, and not withdraw despite it
being clear that its South Asian neighbour was ahead,
and did not consult India closely on the process.

The focus now shifts to his tenure and South Asian is-
sues such as the impact of the coronavirus pandemic
and equitable access to vaccines. Cooperation is close
and Mr. Shahid is in discussions to appoint an Indian di-
plomat as his chief aide. Given that the previous Presi-
dent of the General Assembly, from Turkey, had ruftled
feathers with his remarks in Islamabad that Pakistan
was “duty” bound to raise the Jammu and Kashmir dis-
pute “more strongly” at the UN, Mr. Shahid’s tenure is
expected to see a far smoother term for India, especial-
ly as the Modi government focuses on showcasing the
country at the UN during India’s 75th Independence an-
niversary next year. Above all, it is hoped that India in
the UNSC and the Maldivian President of the General
Assembly will work in tandem as New Delhi pursues its
goals for multilateral reform, and re-energise the dor-
mant process of effecting change in the old power
structures in the global body.

Bring genomic sequencing into the pandemic fight

Emerging variants, with evidence of higher transmissibility and immune escape, demand re-strategised responses
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CHANDRAKANT LAHARIYA

VID-19 pandemic response,

which India has been slow in
adoption and has used sub-opti-
mally, it is genomic sequencing.
An effective COVID-19 pandemic
response requires, inter alia, keep-
ing track of emerging variants (to-
tal 10 till now including variants of
interest and concern) and then
conducting further studies about
their transmissibility, immune es-
cape and potential to cause severe
disease. Therefore, genomic se-
quencing becomes one of the first
steps in this important process.
When the success of the United
States and the United Kingdom in
containing the virus is discussed, a
lot of credit is being given to the in-
creasing vaccination coverage; ho-
wever, it is often forgotten that
alongside, these countries have
scaled up genomic sequencing,
tracked the emerging variants and
used that evidence for timely ac-
tions. India seems to be faltering
on both expanding vaccination
coverage and genomic sequenc-
ing. Unfortunately, there is not
enough attention to scale up ge-
nomic sequencing, which as per
the original plan was supposed to
cover 5% of confirmed COVID-19
cases (https://bit.ly/3x76vVC).

Though the procedural steps
such as setting up the Indian SARS-
CoV2 Genomic Consortia, or INSA-
COG (https://bit.ly/3uWpf8Y) have
been taken, the sequencing has re-
mained at a very low level of a few
thousand cases only. It is no sur-
prise that we understand the Delta
variant (B.1.617.2, the original li-
neage B.1.617 was first reported

If there is one tool in the CO-

from Maharashtra, India in Octob-
er 2020) far less than the Alpha
variant (B.1.1.7, first reported from
Kent, England in September 2020)
reported just a month before Del-
ta. The challenge of insufficient ge-
nomic sequencing is further com-
pounded by the pace at which
data is being shared, especially
when the emergence of strains is
so vital in tracking and responding
to a pandemic. Reportedly, the In-
dian government took two weeks,
from early March — when research
scientists submitted information
on new variants — to issue a public
announcement on the variants on
March 24, 2021 (https:/
reut.rs/3cnhLWO).

The Delta strain

Amidst this, the release of findings
of the Council of Scientific and In-
dustrial Research-Institute of Ge-
nomics; Integrative Biology and
National Centre for Disease Con-
trol and Academy of Scientific and
Innovative Research study; track-
ing variants of SARS CoV-2 in Del-
hi; on a pre-print server (yet to be
peer reviewed) is a welcome
change and provides new insights
(https://bit.ly/3z9jd8)).

Based upon the analysis of near-
ly 3,600 genomic sequence sam-
ples from November 2020 to April
2021, the authors have reported
that by April 2021, the Delta var-
iant became the most circulating
variant in Delhi and was found in
nearly 60% of the samples ana-
lysed; is 50% more transmissible
than the Alpha variant (which al-
ready had 70% higher transmissi-
bility over the ancestral virus); is
likely to be associated with high vi-
ral load, as reflected by the declin-
ing Ct value (for RT-PCR) over the
study period and resulted in a
higher proportion of break-
through infection (people already
vaccinated getting infected). Based
upon these findings, the authors
attribute the Delta variant respon-

sible for the pandemic wave
(which was fourth for the city
state) in Delhi in April-May 2021.
However, the authors did not find
any difference in severity of dis-
ease or case fatality rate due to the
Delta variant and suggested the
need for further studies.

This is the first detailed study of
SARS CoV-2 genomic sequencing
data from any Indian State and
provides very useful insight on the
behaviour and impact of Delta var-
iants. Around the same time, Pu-
blic Health England (PHE) report-
ed that the Delta variant has
become the most common circu-
lating strain in the U.K., replacing
Alpha. The early data from the
PHE has interpreted that the Delta
variant may be responsible for
more severe disease and higher
rate of hospitalisation compared
to all previous variants. A week be-
fore this data, on May 27, the PHE
reported that the effectiveness of a
single dose of vaccine (amongst
symptomatic patients) was lower
against the Delta strain. On June 3,
medical journal The Lancet pu-
blished research findings from lab-
oratory studies which examined
the neutralising capacity of anti-
bodies from individuals vaccinat-
ed with two doses of Pfizer-BioN-
Tech, which was nearly 5.8 fold
lower against Delta variants and
2.6 fold less against the Alpha var-
iant, when compared with the an-
cestor virus (https://
bit.ly/2RzisV7).

Our scientific knowledge and

understanding about emerging
strains is going to be the key to de-
ploy public health interventions
(vaccines included) to fight the
pandemic. The emerging variants
— with early evidence of higher
transmissibility, immune escape
and breakthrough infections — de-
mand continuous re-thinking and
re-strategising of the pandemic
response by every country. Scien-
tific research would make a diffe-
rence only if it results in informed
policy decisions. There are a few
steps Indian policy makers should
consider as urgent.

The steps ahead

First, India needs to scale up ge-
nomic sequencing, across all
States. There should be sufficient
and representative samples col-
lected for genomic sequencing to
track district-level trends in circu-
lating variants. More genomic se-
quencing is needed from large ur-
ban agglomerations. A
national-level analysis of collated
genomic sequencing data should
be done on a regular basis and
findings shared publicly.

Second, the Indian government
needs to invest and support more
scientific and operational research
on vaccine effectiveness. The data
should be analysed on a regular
basis and should include various
stratifiers such as age, gender and
comorbid conditions, etc.

Third, there are early indica-
tions of immune escape and re-
duced vaccine effectiveness
against the Delta variant (especial-
ly after one shot). India, till the
end of May, has administered at
least one dose of vaccines to 43%
of people older than 60 years and
37% of those older than 45 years.
Does it mean the focus of vaccina-
tion should be to achieve satura-
tion coverage of the high risk pop-
ulation, with both shots, than one
shot to everyone? Does it mandate
a need for a reduced gap between

State interventions, Lakshadweep’s future

The archipelago’s integration into the mainstream should not lead to emotional alienation and physical damage
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MUKUL SANWAL

he Lakshadweep Adminis-
Ttration, which is now facing

a storm over its draft rules
introduced by its Administrator,
has now provided a fresh rationale
for its proposals, shifting from pu-
blic policy to public purpose ig-
noring public interest, whereas
the strategic issue is the interplay
of ecological fragility, insular cul-
tural geography and strategic loca-
tion. There are two competing vi-
sions for its future. NITI Aayog, in
2019, identified water villas and
land-based tourism projects as the
development issue faced by the is-
lands, suggested zoning based on
land acquisition and focused on
sustainable development ignoring
the fragile environment and cul-
ture. The Integrated Island Man-
agement Plan prepared under the
guidance of the Supreme Court
and National Centre for Sustaina-
ble Coastal Management, in 2016,
had rejected ‘home stays’ in view
of the strict social customs and
strong resistance of the vast major-
ity. It stipulated that development
programmes be implemented in
consultation with the elected local
self-government bodies adhering
to scientifically determined plans
(https://bit.ly/3v4sdrO and
https://bit.ly/2T5q81]).

Questionable public purpose
The rationale, or thinking, of the
appointed Administrator of the
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Union Territory, planning for flight
loads of tourists, through four con-
troversial proposals — the Laksh-
adweep Development Authority
Regulation, Prevention of Anti-So-
cial Activities Regulation, Lakshad-
weep Panchayat Regulation and
Lakshadweep Animal Preserva-
tion Regulation — as “regulations
of peace, progress and good go-
vernment”, has apparently not
even been able to convince the Un-
ion Home Minister. For the local
people, and across the political
spectrum, these changes are arbi-
trary, authoritarian and will des-
troy the way of life. The Adminis-
trator’s fresh response is reliance
on the power of government or
‘public purpose’ for acquiring
private land, unnecessarily open-
ing the door to conflict and the Su-
preme Court.

The Supreme Court in the case
of Dev Sharan vs State of Uttar Pra-
desh, in 2011, pointed out that,
“Any attempt by the State to ac-
quire land by promoting a public
purpose to benefit a particular
group of people or to serve any
particular interest at the cost of
the interest of a large section of pe-
ople especially of the common pe-
ople defeats the very concept of
public purpose....”

The proposals have been chal-
lenged before the High Court of
Kerala, which had, in 2019, in a
separate case, recognised the spe-
cial status given to the inhabitants
for protecting their ethnic culture
and traditions, and to maintain the
serene atmosphere in these is-
lands without unnecessary interfe-
rence by mainlanders.

Lakshadweep is unique. It is an
egalitarian coconut tree owning
society, with little economic in-
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equality, a very high level of both
literacy and unemployment. The
Muslim community is designated
as Scheduled Tribes. The land
area is fully covered with coconut
trees, the main agricultural crop,
and fisheries is the main economic
activity employing a quarter of the
working population. Electricity
generation is mainly through die-
sel generators and is expensive
and solar electricity has limita-
tions as it requires a large land
area. They need employment in
the mainland.

Review tourism strategy

The Lakshadweep Administration
has framed the development issue
as the development of the islands
on the lines of the Maldives, whe-
reas the fact is that it is adopting a
very different strategy without any
real consultation.

In the Maldives, tourism since
the 1970s is centred on water villas
in uninhabited islands, ensuring
that very few coconut trees are cut
with limited home stays intro-
duced in 2015, and few cultural
and other conflicts. Second, a ‘one
island, one resort’ policy has kept
pressure on reefs low due to a
wide distribution of the tourist
population. Third, the business

model is about giving coral reefs
economic significance where rich
and healthy reefs are essential for
private capital’s economic returns.
Fourth, tourists come because of
the natural beauty and the sheer
amount of marine life; resort own-
ers commit to conserve the reefs
and divers at the resorts are quick
to report illegal activities. Fifth,
regulation is limited to ban on reef
fishing and collection of corals,
having no centrality to land
acquisition.

In Lakshadweep, the separation
of resorts from villages, including
for drinking water, sewage dispo-
sal and electricity, gives priority to
the fragile ecosystem, socio-eco-
nomic conditions and well-being
of the inhabitants. Groundwater
occurs as a thin lens floating over
the seawater and is tapped by
open wells replenished by the
monsoon; all the inhabited islands
have a scarcity of drinking water
supply. The conventional method
of sewage treatment is not feasible
because of the coral sandy strata
and high water table. The existing
water balance is already under
stress and inhabited villages can-
not accommodate tourism. Why
the Ministry of Environment is
quiet about this is not clear.

Political insensitivity

Meanwhile, public interest is be-
ing re-defined, shifting the debate
from private tourism to urbanisa-
tion, both inappropriate for inha-
bited islands. Despite inhabited is-
lands being defined as ‘cities’ in
the Census, they do not need to be
developed as ‘smart cities” with a
focus on infrastructure requiring
large-scale construction and land
acquisition. The irony is that the

two doses of Covishield for anyone
older than 45 years? Should vacci-
nation of those 18-44 years be put
on hold till vaccine supply is as-
sured or should it be done only in
districts where the Delta strain is
predominant? These are the ques-
tions which experts need to delib-
erate and come up with the
answers.

The data from genomic se-
quencing has both policy and op-
erational implications. The State
and district officials should engage
the epidemiologists in coming up
with practical and operational im-
plications and strategies. As In-
dian States plan to open up after
COVID-19 restrictions, the settings
with predominantly the Delta var-
iant in circulation (which has high-
er transmissibility) should aim for
far stricter adherence to COVID
appropriate behaviour, in public
places.

Use evidence for actions
Continuation of many unproven
and ineffective therapies in CO-
VID-19 treatment guidelines is
proof that India is not quick in
adopting evidence to the practice.
There is a need for rapidly expand-
ing genomic sequencing, sharing
related data in a timely and tran-
sparent manner, and understand-
ing of the impact of new variants
on transmissibility, severity and
vaccine effectiveness. The only as-
sured way to fight the pandemic is
to use scientific evidence to decide
policies, modify strategies and
take corrective actions. As India
prepares for the third wave, in-
creasing genomic sequencing and
use of scientific evidence for deci-
sion making are not a choice but
an absolute essential.

Dr. Chandrakant Lahariya, a medical
epidemiologist, is a public policy and
health systems expert and co-author of
“Till We Win: India’s Fight Against The
COVID-19 Pandemic’

Administration has anticipated
public opposition and, despite
there being no case of murder,
robbery or local involvement in
smuggling, the new draft legisla-
tion seeks preventive detention for
‘anti-social activities’, and covers
“cruel person” and “depredator of
environment”.

The relation between state and
society is being arbitrarily
changed, despite the constitution-
al protection. The powers of the
panchayats have been withdrawn
on grounds of corruption, an un-
usual step. The two-child policy
for those seeking election to pan-
chayats does not exist in other Un-
ion Territories or States. A ban on
beef has been instituted, contrary
to the practice in Northeast India.
Liquor is being permitted for tou-
rists in inhabited islands.

Innovation needed
Lakshadweep is a uni-district Un-
ion Territory with a top-heavy ad-
ministrative system of more than
half-a-dozen All-India Service offic-
ers essentially creating work for
themselves.

Interventions should be limited
to setting boundary conditions for
both resorts and development in-
stitutions, with income from tax-
ing resorts given to the inhabi-
tants. Active state intervention
should be limited to generation of
electricity in partnership with pu-
blic sector units, and water, sew-
age and health as well as educa-
tion, technology-enabled
employment in call centres and fu-
ture employment in the mainland.

Mulkul Sanwal is a former Indian
Administrative Service officer who has
been to Lakshadweep in the 1970s
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Vaccine procurement
An evolving pandemic
demands a fluid and
dynamic approach to
policymaking (Page 1,
“Govt. will revert to
centralised procurement of
vaccines: Modi”, June 8).
Strategies need to be
tweaked along the way
depending on the nature of
exigencies. Prime Minister
Modi’’s turnabout in the
vaccine policy is sensible
though belated. States
should work closely with
the central government
because the next couple of
months are going to be
critical for the nation.
Expanding vaccination
coverage is the only way to

prevent the pandemic’s
possible third wave. When
are we going to build a
collaborative political
culture if not in a health
emergency?

V.N. MUKUNDARAJAN,
Thiruvananthapuram

u The Opposition, while
remaining reasonably proud
of its role in compelling the
government to take the
decision, should also
appreciate the Prime
Minister’s gesture. The
Supreme Court of India’s
posers and observations
might have also dictated the
course to the government.
But, despite the policy-
change, the situation is far

from satisfactory. It should
be made clear that
vaccination will be provided
absolutely free of cost to all,
without age specifications,
making it truly universal. The
process should be regulated
only in relation to the time of
production of vaccines, with
consequent acceptance of
some priority sections.
Leaving 25% to private
hospitals by asking them to
purchase direct from
manufacturers and allowing
them to collect the cost of
vaccine and service charge
from the public is
unacceptable. This does not
tally with the Mr. Modi’s own
assessment that “never in a
hundred years has there

been such a (global)
pandemic”. The old example
of free universal vaccination
for smallpox should be
followed.

P.R.V. RAJA,
Pandalam, Kerala

Vaccination hurdles

I write this letter as senior
consultant and professor,
department of obstetrics and
gynaecology, CMC, Vellore.
There are media reports
saying that the ‘Union Health
Ministry on Monday asked
the States to include the
Unique Disability
Identification (UDID) card as
a photo ID for registration on
[the] CoWIN 2.0 portal for
COVID-19 vaccination’. I

wonder how many adult
Indians on the margins of
our society have Aadhaar/
PAN/UDID cards and also a
smartphone to register
themselves on the COWIN
site. I am sure we can reach
such people who cannot
have access to a vaccine in
the same way as schemes
such as providing rations to
their homes free of cost. If
we want to return to normal,
have our children get back to
school, and not lose many
productive lives, we need to
work hard to immunise
everyone — and this includes
even those who have no
access to COWIN centres.

Dr. JESSIE LIONEL,
Vellore, Tamil Nadu

»

online, scan the QR code

Unchecked and rising
Fuel prices, both petrol and
diesel, have gone through
the roof, yet the central
government seems
unconcerned about the
plight of the people and
blaming the rise in world
crude oil prices for the
increases. How long is the
Government going to
increase the pressure on
consumers? It has stopped
subsidies to LPG consumers
too. People are suffering,
already stressed beyond
tolerable limits because of
the COVID-19 crisis.

V. PADMANABHAN
Bengaluru

A ND-NDE
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Preparing for the next COV

-19 wave

Vaccinating the vulnerable, constant surveillance and reliable data will help India tackle the third wave

GIRIDHARA R. BABU & V. RAVI

Using the data in Karnataka, Ani-
ruddha Adiga et al. show in a paper
in medRxiv that a third COVID-19
wave is imminent in the State even if
the strongest non-pharmaceutical in-
terventions (NPIs) are implemented
and 1,67,000 persons are vaccinated
each day. This is corroborated by evi-
dence from other countries. It took
nearly eight weeks in the U.K. to go
from a second to a third wave, 17
weeks in Italy, and 23 weeks in the
U.S. Some people are still debating
whether there will be a third wave. It
is not a question of ‘if” but ‘when’. In
all likelihood, the next wave might be
in late November or December in In-
dia. Despite the quantum of cases in
the next wave, it is important to plan
and prepare for it. These are several
actions that India needs to take to
prepare for and tackle the next wave.

Vaccination

Data from several States indicate that
the average age of mortality is reduc-
ing in several States and stabilising at
30-45 years. This suggests that vacci-
nation might have already offered
survival advantage to those aged 45
years and above. This was the main
objective of providing vaccination:
preventing deaths and limiting se-
rious morbidity requiring ventilation
or oxygenated beds.

Given the undoubted benefits of
vaccination, extraordinary efforts
will have to be made to secure vac-
cines for vulnerable people. The vac-
cine supply constraints are likely to
be resolved by the end of July. Till
then, people with co-morbidities, ir-
respective of age, should be priori-
tised for vaccination. Micro planning
for vaccination should be streng-
thened. For this, health workers and
volunteers need to go house to house
and prepare lists of all the eligible be-
neficiaries. Next, efforts should be
made to help in registering and vacci-
nating the vulnerable. We estimate
that the country should vaccinate at
least 10 million people each day to
cover the vulnerable population in
the next three months. To reach this
pace, it is important to develop a
strong mobilisation strategy, address
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A healthcare worker administers a COVID-19 vaccine to a shepherd during a
vaccination drive in Pulwama district in south Kashmir. =reuters

the concerns of the vulnerable, and
improve access to vaccination sites.
A strong focus on bottom-up micro
planning, similar to what was adopt-
ed during the measles-rubella elimi-
nation programme and polio pro-
gramme, can be helpful.

The periods between waves

We only wake up to disease threats
when there is a large outbreak. We
have selective amnesia to health-re-
lated issues in the intervening pe-
riods and quickly get back to ‘nor-
mal’ activities. But it is these
intervening periods between waves/
outbreaks that are actually impor-
tant. It is during these periods that
surveillance needs to be meticulous.
One of the critical aspects of surveil-
lance is to sustain aggressive testing,
especially in symptomatic indivi-
duals, and keep a close watch on the
seven-day moving average of the test
positivity rate (TPR). A TPR of less
than 5% indicates that the disease is
under control. Another important fa-
cet of surveillance is genomic se-
quencing to keep a watch on the
emergence of new variants of SARS-
CoV-2.

The surveillance programme in
the country needs strengthening,
and strict review should guide the
early identification of clusters. Time-
ly investigation and early contain-
ment of outbreaks should be the
mainstay of preventing the onslaught
of cases and deaths. Combining the
syndromic approach with enhanced
testing levels is necessary for all the
areas. Preparing for the next wave in-
volves developing a standardised de-
finition for minimum cases to be de-

Building trust in governance

A service delivery platform which builds trust
between citizens and government has shown results

VIRA]J TYAGI

Historically, Indians have had low so-
cial trust and have looked to authori-
ties to enforce compliance. But over
the last decade, India has witnessed a
big and welcome change in social
trust. Indians are increasingly com-
fortable sending money to a phone
number from their phones (UPI,
PayTM) and getting into taxis driven
by strangers (Ola, Uber).

How trust grows

This trust is experiential: it is built as
consumers get consistent informa-
tion and predictability, over time, ev-
ery time. When we book an Ola cab,
we get an OTP every time, we can
track our cab every time, the OTP
works every time we give it to the
driver, and so on. Of course, the ac-
tual delivery of service needs to live
up to expectations for trust to be
built, and there can be the occasional
glitch. Still, having visibility

of interactions directly
(without having to go ask

versed, and citizen participation
increases.

In Andhra Pradesh, we at eGov
Foundation partnered with the go-
vernment to roll out a citizen services
delivery platform (PuraSeva) in all
110 towns and cities. We saw the pos-
itive impact of this platform on social
trust. One of the areas reformed was
the complaints process: multiple
channels to lodge complaints,
prompt acknowledgment with a refe-
rence number assigned, SMS notifi-
cations providing an expected com-
pletion date and responsible person,
and notifications of each status
change. Finally, citizens are invited to
provide a star rating upon comple-
tion. Moreover, citizens and civil so-
ciety groups can view the perfor-
mance data for their localities
through open dashboards.

Encouraging results

The results have been encouraging.
The number of complaints
has increased — not because
problems have gone up, but

tected in each part of the country.
Based on the available data, States
can aim to detect and review, say,
1,000-1,300 cases per million each
month provided adequate testing is
done. This will help them identify
areas where there is poor reporting
and strengthen the overall response
in these areas. In order to detect
these cases, nearly 20,000-25,000
tests per million will have to be done
each month.

Use data-driven interventions
As stated by historian John Barry, the
most important lesson from the 1918
influenza is to “tell the truth”. Whe-
never true figures are suppressed
during a pandemic, the data get
skewed. As a result, modellers make
unreliable projections, and wrong
policies and programmes are formu-
lated. Hence, data should be made
freely available to experts. Systemat-
ic collection, compilation and analy-
sis of clinical, epidemiological and
laboratory data is paramount to deci-
sion-making. A core expert group
comprising clinicians, epidemiolo-
gists and laboratory personnel
should be constituted at every level
(district, State and national) and en-
trusted with the responsibility of sug-
gesting appropriate interventions to
the concerned authorities. Data
alone should drive interventions.
The COVID-19 pandemic has been
associated with a high attack rate
among household contacts. There-
fore, non-pharmacological interven-
tions represent the cornerstone to
halting transmission. These include
avoiding mass gatherings, closing
schools, isolating those with infec-

tion, contact tracing, and imple-
menting infection prevention strate-
gies in health care settings. These are
critical to achieving at least a 50% re-
duction in transmission, which cor-
relates with a basic reproductive
number lower or equal to one (RO <
1). A critical determinant that en-
sures the success of any interven-
tion, whether vaccination or NPIs, is
appropriate communication. There-
fore, a robust communication strate-
gy must be developed that is directed
at behavioural change for subverting
the third wave.

The available data indicate that ev-
ery age group was affected in the se-
cond COVID-19 wave. The suscepti-
ble persons comprise those not
protected by vaccination or those
who are not infected yet. The pro-
portion of susceptible people is high-
er in the younger age groups, includ-
ing children. A higher risk of
infection is not the same as a higher
risk of serious illness, especially for
children. However, even if there is a
small proportion of complications
and deaths, absolute numbers can
strain the health system resulting in a
shortage of beds. Higher mortality is
not so specific to the virulence of the
virus, or age group, but mostly arises
from the shortage of beds during a
sudden surge in cases.

To reduce the number of deaths,
we should immediately create adeq-
uate capacity to handle the surge.
More paediatric ICUs and specialist
care are needed to handle a complex
disorder, namely Multisystem In-
flammatory Syndrome. Enhancing
paediatric specialised beds and ICUs
can help in managing meningitis and
other diseases in the community.
Many patients who have recovered
from active COVID-19 infection are
experiencing long-term residual ef-
fects of the disease both physically
and mentally. It is necessary to ad-
dress these issues in all hospitals
through counselling at the time of
discharge and by establishing post-
COVID-19 care clinics and services.
We need to make a realistic assess-
ment of needs. Every effort should
be made to strengthen the human re-
sources and infrastructure in the ru-
ral, vulnerable and remote areas.

Giridhara R. Babu is a Professor of
Epidemiology at the IIPH-Bengaluru, Public
Health Foundation of India and V. Raviis a
Neurovirologist and nodal officer for genomic
confirmation of SARS-CoV-2, Government of
Karnataka

The proportionality principle

Hamas endangers Israeli civilians by targeting them and
endangers Gazan civilians by using them as human shields

MICHAL GUR-ARYEH

Every war is tragic. Every civilian death is a
world lost. Nevertheless, when legal dis-
course is applied to a war, legal terminology,
concepts, and resulting conclusions should
be accurately implemented. One common
misconception concerns the term ‘propor-
tionality’. Particularly, it is the argument that
proportional use of force is a numbers game;
that one only needs to compare the number
of casualties on each side of the conflict in
order to deduce which side used force dis-
proportionately. From a legal standpoint,
this notion is flawed. Had this been true, ma-
ny NATO operations would have been guilty
of being disproportionate and unlawful.

What proportionality means

The principle of proportionality is defined as
the obligation to refrain from “any attack
which may be expected to cause incidental
loss or injuries to civilians, or damage to civi-
lian objects, which would be excessive in re-
lation to the concrete and direct military ad-
vantage anticipated”. What does this mean
in practice? At the outset, it may be useful to
stress what ‘proportionality’ does not mean:
clearly, it does not address casualties in a col-
lective manner pertaining to the whole con-
flict, but rather, refers to particular attacks; it
does not address only civilian casualties and
damage, but also the intended military ad-
vantage; and it is not examined in hindsight,
but before the attack takes place.

The proportionality principle means that
before every military strike, military com-
manders must assess two factors. First, they
must examine the concrete and direct mili-
tary advantage anticipated from an attack,
when naturally, the neutralisation of some
targets would have a higher advantage than
others. In order to offer such advantage, the
target must be a military target, such as a
weapons depot. Importantly, a seemingly ci-
vilian object, used by the adversary for mili-
tary purposes (for example, a residential
building used to store weapons) may be con-
sidered a lawful target.

Second, the commanders must assess,
based on reasonably available information at
the time of the attack, what the expected col-
lateral damage would be. They must assess
how many civilians, if any, will be present in
the area of the planned attack. Then they
must assess the extent of expected damage
to civilian property, including indirect dam-
age that is to be accounted for, such as infras-
tructure. Lastly, they must implement all
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Shifting the ta)( bu rden | In FY21, despite a stringent lockdown and a raging COVID-19 first

wave, the gross tax revenue collected by the Centre increased over FY20. However, the increase was made possible by
a sharp rise in contributions from union excise duties. This compensated for the sharp drop in the share of corporate tax
collection. The shift in tax burden from the corporates to the masses has come at a time when the pandemic has led to
many job losses and reduced income levels thereby pushing more people into poverty. By The Hindu Data Team

feasible precautions to mitigate harm to civi-
lians and civilian objects. If the assessment
of the two factors leads to the conclusion
that the expected damage to civilians or civi-
lian objects is deemed excessive in relation
to the anticipated military advantage, carry-
ing out an attack would be unlawful.

It follows that not every civilian death in
armed conflict necessarily testifies to a
breach of international law. This principle of
proportionality is the way that the law, creat-
ed by states, saw fit to balance the military
needs of states, who fight to protect civilians,
with humanitarian imperatives.

Wrongfully blamed
How is the principle of proportionality af-
fected when instead of protecting its civi-
lians, Hamas intentionally conducts its mili-
tary activity from within densely populated
areas? How is Israel expected to protect its
major cities from Hamas rockets, when these
rockets are developed, built and launched
from within Gazan civilian population? Ha-
mas is committing a double war crime - en-
dangering Israeli civilians by targeting them
and endangering Gazan civilians by using
them as human shields. What does interna-
tional law require Israel, a law-abiding state,
to do, when facing Hamas’ unlawful tactics?
The law of armed conflict states that when
civilian presence is used to shield military
objectives from attacks, that presence does
not grant the target immunity. When Hamas
commits the double war crime of attacking
Israeli children, schools and airports from
within its own civilian population, the analy-
sis of the situation would be distorted if its
criminal behaviour is not taken into account.
Despite Hamas’s blatant disregard for the
law or its citizens’ well-being, Israel does
everything feasible in order to prevent or at
least minimise harm to the Palestinian civi-
lian population, often at the cost of opera-
tional advantage. In doing so, Israel employs
precautions that exceed the requirements of
international law, as well as the practices
commonly employed by advanced militaries
of western states. Fighting an enemy that de-
liberately abuses the law of armed conflict
raises grave challenges for Israeli soldiers.
Nevertheless, Israeli commanders apply in-
ternational law, including the principle of
proportionality, in every military action.
Why is Hamas using its own population as
human shields? This brings us back to the
misconception of the principle of propor-
tionality, and the knee-jerk reaction that ig-
nores the question, who put Gazan civilians
in danger in the first place? In other words,
Hamas pays no price for its war crimes and
often it is Israel that is wrongfully blamed.
This situation provides an incentive to Ha-
mas to continue with its heinous practices.

Michal Gur-Aryeh is a senior Israeli diplomat
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Demonetisation meant to hit refugees

The Pakistan Government’s demonetisation
of its currency in the denominations of Rs.
500 and Rs. 100 yesterday has been regard-
ed in official circles here [June 8, New Delhi]
as a deliberate move to inflict more hardship
on the refugees who have crossed over to In-
dia. Pakistan’s decision to demonetise notes
bearing the slogans, “Joy Bangla”, “Bangla
Desh” and “Dacca” is also regarded as evi-
dence of continued resistance within Bangla
Desh to the reign of terror under the Pakis-
tan Army. The Pakistan Government would
not have found it necessary to declare these
notes as ceasing to be legal tender, unless
the circulation of these notes had assumed
huge proportions.

UPI reports from Islamabad: The Pakistan
Government claimed to-day that a large
number of people were turning up at banks
to surrender the notes. The authorities have
ordered the banks to accept 500 rupee
notes to-day and to-morrow and 100 rupee
notes until Thursday.
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HIGHER COLLECTIONS | Despite a national lockdown,
the gross tax revenue grew in FY21 compared to FY20.
About ¥20.24 lakh crore was collected in FY21

Bm GROSS TAX REVENUE ™ Y-O-Y % CHANGE (RIGHT-AXIS)

SLIPPING INTO POVERTY | According
to the Pew Research Center, the number
of poor people in India (incomes <=$2 a

day) is estimated to have increased from
almost 6 crore to 13.4 crore due to the

because citizens trust the
government to resolve
them. The speed of resolu-
tion and the percentage of

someone to look up a re- Q
quest status or complaint
number) and a mechanism
to hold the service provider

Payment for jurors

Jurors are not paid for their work, which is
generally regarded as a privilege and even a

accountable is fundamen-
tal to building trust.

In our experience in working in
the area of service delivery by urban
local bodies, we find that citizens’ de-
fault position is low trust. Their past
experiences, where requests have
not been responded to, or have van-
ished into the ether, adds to this
sense of apprehension. Corruption
makes this worse. The worst is pay-
ing a bribe and still not being served.
We also observe power imbalance: ci-
tizens feel that they do not have any
recourse.

These frictional interactions pile
up over time. They lead to apathy,
disengagement, a ‘nothing will hap-
pen’ mindset. The good news is that
when government service delivery
manifests this new currency of social
trust — visibility of status, alerts at
key stages, knowing who is accounta-
ble, ways to escalate the complaint,
ways to rate or give feedback — the
confidence of citizens starts to grow.
Over time, the trust deficit is re-
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complaints resolved within

the designated time have
both increased sharply. Perhaps the
best indicator of this new approach is
that if a citizen does not provide a
star rating, they will get a call from
the local government, asking them to
rate their satisfaction with the servic-
es received. When the government
seeks and responds to feedback, it is
rewarded with trust.

When a digital system is designed,
its attention to the small things
creates these trust-building environ-
ments. These include what the user
sees when they first log in, how many
steps they are being asked to take,
what feedback or signal they are re-
ceiving at each step, and so on. Each
interaction is an occasion to send a
trust signal, to raise low expectations
and meet new, high ones. This is how
the ‘nothing will happen’ mindset
gets replaced with the confidence
that yes, something will be done.

Viraj Tyagi is CEO, eGov Foundation
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TAX BURDEN | In FY21, the
share of income tax (23.2%)

in the gross tax revenue
exceeded the contribution from
corporate tax (22.6%). The
Central Goods and Services Tax
also contributed a similar share
(22.5%). The contribution from
union excise duties rose sharply from
12% to 19.2% compensating for the loss
in share from corporate tax which fell
sharply from 27.7% to 22.6%
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pandemic. The chart shows the estimated
number of people (in crore) in each
income tier in 2020 before mm and after
mm the COVID-19 induced lockdowns
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CONSUMING LESS | In FY21, while fuel
consumption decreased by more than 10%,
the contribution of union excise duties to the
overall tax revenue increased by 7% points
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duty attaching to their citizenship. They may
be kept hanging about a court for several
days to the complete dislocation of their bu-
siness. The rigid rule of punctual attendance
and the monotony of trials often cause great
hardship. It is stated that the Special Juror in
the United Kingdom is more or less “adeq-
uately rewarded,” with the fee of a guinea
for each suit to which he listens, but the
Common Juror is a “very long suffering indi-
vidual”. A private member’s Bill in the
House of Commons seeks to sanction the
payment of expenses which Common Jurors
incur in the discharge of their duties. There
is no idea of paying any remuneration for his
work and the proposal is merely to reim-
burse his out-of-pocket expenses. Jury ser-
vice is generally not popular and it may grow
more and more unpopular if it should in-
volve personal expense. It stands to reason
that the honorary worker in the great cause
of Justice should not be victimised in his
pocket for the common good. The success of
the private member’s Bill will be watched
with wide interest since none would like
honorary work becoming a source of expen-
diture.
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Centre places orders for
44 crore vaccine doses

To be able to administer at
least a single dose to all
adults by December, over 9
crore people need to be in-
oculated per month

The government has ear-
marked 335,000 crore to-
wards vaccine procure-
ment. Until May 28, it had
ordered 28.5 crore doses for
34,488 crore according to
data from the Health
Ministry.

Biological E said it had
got permission from India’s
Drug Controller on April 24
to begin phase-3 trials in In-
dia. The Phase III clinical
study to be conducted in 15
sites across India would
evaluate the extent and na-
ture of immunity and safety
of Biological E’s SARS-CoV-2
COVID-19 vaccine in about
1,268 healthy subjects in the
age range of 18 to 80 years. It

is intended to be part of a
larger global Phase III study,
the company said in a
statement.

Biological E has success-
fully concluded the Phase I/
II trials of the vaccine candi-
date, which began in India
in November last year. Data
from the Phase I/1I trial sug-
gested that the Covid-19 vac-
cine was “safe, well-tolerat-
ed, and immunogenic,”
according to a company
statement.

The vaccine candidate
has an antigen developed by
the Texas Children’s Hospi-
tal Center for Vaccine Deve-
lopment and in-licensed
from BCM Ventures, Baylor
College of Medicine’s inte-
grated commercialisation
team, and Dynavax Tech-
nologies’ advanced adju-
vant, CpG 1018TM.

Nepal stops distribution
of Patanjali’'s Coronil kits

While pointing at shortcom-
ings of the kits, Nepalese of-
ficials pointed to the recent
statements against Coronil
by the Indian Medical Asso-
ciation (IMA), which has
challenged Mr. Ramdev to
prove the efficacy of his pro-
ducts to deal with the
COVID-19.

Nepal is the second coun-
try after Bhutan to stop dis-
tribution of Coronil kits.
Bhutan’s Drug Regulatory
Authority has already
stopped distribution of Co-
ronil in the kingdom.

However, Nepal remains
close to the Patanjali group
as the organisation main-
tains a large production fa-
cility and distribution net-
works in Nepal. It is not yet
clear if the ban on the distri-
bution will be limited to the
particular consignment or
get expanded to cover Coro-
nil kits across the country.

Monday’s order also
sparked controversy within
the Government of Nepal as
the Coronil kits were re-
ceived during the tenure of
previous health minister
Hridyesh Tripathi and the
minister in charge of wo-
men and child develop-
ment, Juli Mahato. Soon af-
terwards, Ms. Mahato and
her husband Raghuvir Ma-
haseth tested positive draw-
ing attention to attention to
their support for Patanjali
group.

The latest order is being
interpreted as an attempt by
Oli government to distance
itself from the Patanjali
group as it is perceived to be
close to Ms. Mahato’s broth-
er, industrialist Upendra
Mahato. Mr Mahato is one of
the biggest industrialists of
Nepal and is widely known
to be a partner of Patanjali
group in the country.

Ladakh reserves all jobs
for region residents

A welcome but delayed move’

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

All jobs in the Union Territo-
ry (UT) of Ladakh have been
reserved for the residents of
the region, according to an
order issued on Tuesday.

“No person shall be qual-
ified for appointment to the
service unless the person is
a resident of the UT of La-
dakh,” reads the order is-
sued by Lieutenant-Gover-
nor R.K. Mathur

The new recruitment
rules are mentioned in the
Clause 11 of the Union Terri-
tory of Ladakh Employment
(Subordinate) Service Re-
cruitment Rules, 2021.

The move has met a long-
pending demand of the peo-
ple of Ladakh, after it was
carved out as a UT on Au-
gust 5, 2019. “It was our de-
mand since the bifurcation
of J&K almost two years ago.

It’s a welcome move,” Chief
Executive Councillor, La-
dakh Autonomous Hill De-
velopment Council-Kargil,
Feroz Ahmed Khan told The
Hindu.

He said the order has
come very late as many un-
employed youths have
crossed the upper age limit
in the past two years. “We
will also demand age relaxa-
tion for fresh recruitments,”
Mr. Khan said. He said there
should be similar laws on
land too. “At present, the
State land of the UT comes
under twin elected coun-
cils, Leh and Kargil. Howev-
er, private land does not
have any protection.”

Mr. Khan said till the
Centre meets the demand of
the Sixth Schedule for the
UT, it should also grant legis-
lative powers to the twin
councils.

Children with special needs must find it operable, understandable: Centre

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Education Ministry has
laid down new guidelines for
producing digital education
resources for children with
disabilities, after a year in
which the COVID-driven
shift to online education has
spotlighted the lacunae in
such resources.

However, the PDF docu-
ment containing the guide-
lines does not even follow its
own rules, making it partial-
ly inaccessible to the visually
challenged, says an activist,
raising concerns about effec-
tive implementation.

Guidelines released

The guidelines, released by
Education Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank on Tues-
day, are based on four guid-
ing principles, stipulating
that all resources must be
perceivable, operable, un-
derstandable and robust for
disabled students.

Learning activities must
include multimodal
experiences, NOrms say.

They recommend that all
textbooks be made digitally
accessible in a phased man-
ner, so that they are available
in multiple formats such as
text, audio, video and sign
language with turn-on and
turn-off features. Det

ailed technical standards
have been provided.

The closure of regular
schools and learning centres
due to COVID-19 has led to
special difficulties for many
disabled children.

For instance, a recent stu-

dy by the Vidhi Centre for
Legal Policy showed that
more than half of the NCERT
textbooks available on the
government’s virtual educa-
tion platform DIKSHA were
not accessible for visually
impaired students.

Supplementary content
The guidelines provide stra-
tegies to produce supple-
mentary content for varying
disabilities, including stu-
dents who face visual and
hearing challenges, those on
the autism spectrum, those
with intellectual or special
learning disabilities, and
those with multiple disabili-
ties.

They note that learning
activities must include au-
dio, visual and tactile expe-
riences, while evaluation
must be multimodal.

Ironically enough, while
the guidelines call for the
use of image descriptions
wherever pictures are used

in order to be accessible to
visually challenged students
using screen readers, this is
not even followed by the gui-
delines document itself, ac-
cording to Muralidharan, se-
cretary, National Platform
for the Rights of the
Disabled.

“So much for a document
that talks of e-accessibility,”
he said. “As guidelines they
are very comprehensive and
cover all aspects ... Concerns
of each disability are identi-
fied and solutions worked
around them. How far they
would be implemented is so-
mething that we will have to
see. The taste of the pudding
will lie in its eating.”

The guidelines do include
an implementation road-
map. The next steps are the
nomination of an expert
technical team to update the
DIKSHA platform, followed
by training and development
of prototypes of the accessi-
ble digital textbooks.

Crackdown on fake medicines

Interpol-led Operation Pangea XIV targeted sale of counterfeit health products

DEVESH K. PANDEY

NEW DELHI

More than 1.1 lakh web links,
including websites and on-
line marketplaces, have
been taken down in an oper-
ation involving the police,
customs and health regula-
tory authorities of 92 coun-
tries against the sale of fake
and illicit medicines and
medical products.

Code-named “Operation
Pangea XIV”, the exercise
was coordinated by Interpol.
Indian agencies also partici-
pated in the operation, said
an official of the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation that is
the nodal body for the Inter-
pol in the country.

The operation resulted in
1,13,020 web links being
closed down or removed,
the largest since the first
“Operation Pangea” con-
ducted in 2008, the arrest of
277 suspects and seizure of

Rengma Nagas demand autonomous council

potentially dangerous phar-
maceuticals worth over $23
million.

It showed that criminals
were continuing to cash in
on the huge demand for per-
sonal protection and hy-
giene products due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. More
than half of all the medical
devices seized during the op-
eration from May 18 to 25
were fake and unauthorised
COVID-19 test kits.

In the United Kingdom,
apart from the seizure of
some three million fake
medicines and devices
worth over $13 million, the
authorities removed more
than 3,100 advertising links
for the illegal sale and supply
of unlicensed medicines,
and shut down 43 websites,
Interpol said in a statement
on Tuesday.

A person in Venezuela
was arrested for developing

Fake surgical masks were
seized as part of the effort.

an e-commerce platform on
WhatsApp to sell illicit medi-
cines. “In Italy, authorities
recovered more than
500,000 fake surgical masks
as well as 35 industrial ma-
chines used for production
and packaging,” said the
statement, adding that glo-
bally, about nine million
medical devices and illicit
pharmaceuticals were
seized.

“As the pandemic forced
more people to move their
lives online, criminals were

quick to target these new
‘customers’,” said Interpol
Secretary General Jiirgen
Stock.

During the operation,
searches of about 7.10 lakh
packages led to the discov-
ery of fake and illicit drugs
concealed amongst a range
of legitimate products, in-
cluding clothes, jewellery,
toys, food and baby pro-
ducts. “In Qatar, officials dis-
covered 2,805 nerve pain ta-
blets hidden inside tins of
baked beans,” said the
Interpol.

The seized items included
hypnotic and sedative medi-
cation, erectile dysfunction
pills, medical and surgical
devices like COVID test kits,
masks, syringes, catheters,
analgesics/painkillers, ana-
bolic steroids, antiseptics
and germicides, anti-cancer
medication, anti-malarials
and vitamins.

TOp VarSities | JNU, featuring for the first

time in the QS World Universities Ranking list, is among
the top-600 in the world

= indicates shared ranking

2022 global rank | Name

177= Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay
185 Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi
186= Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru
255= Indian Institute of Technology, Madras
277= Indian Insititute of Technology, Kanpur
280 Indian Insititute of Technology,
Kharagpur

395= Indian Insititute of Technology,

B Guwahati
400= Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee
501-510 L .
(ranking band) University of Delhi
561-570 . .
(ranking band) Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi

JNU enters list of top

1,000 universities

[IT-Bombay ranks the highest in India

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Jawaharlal Nehru University
has entered the top 1,000 of
the QS World University
rankings for the first time, as
its new undergraduate engi-
neering programme now
makes it eligible for the rat-
ing. It debuted at the 561-
570 ranking band in the
rankings, which only rate in-
stitutions offering both un-
dergraduate and postgrad-
uate programmes.

Overall, there are 22 In-
dian institutions in the top
1,000 list compared to 21
last year, with the Indian In-
stitutes of Technology (IITs)
in Guwahati, Kanpur, Kha-
ragpur and Madras making
major strides in rankings.

However, some institu-
tions are still worried that
the rankings do not accu-
rately reflect the quality of
education in India, as they
are largely dependent on in-
ternational perception fac-
tors.

IIT Bombay maintained
its position as the top Indian
institution for the fourth
consecutive year, although
it fell five places in the global
rankings to the joint 177th
position.

IIT Delhi (185th rank)
overtook the Indian Insti-
tute of Science, Bangalore
(186th rank), giving India

They write to Union Home Minister and Assam Chief Minister, asking for their voices to be heard

VIJAITA SINGH
NEW DELHI

The Rengma Nagas in Assam
have written to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah demand-
ing an autonomous district
council amid a decision by
the Central and the State go-
vernments to upgrade the
Karbi Anglong Autonomous
Council (KAAC) into a terri-
torial council.

The Rengma Naga Peo-
ples’ Council (RNPC), aregis-
tered body, said in the mem-
orandum that the Rengmas
were the first tribal people in
Assam to have encountered
the British in 1839, but the
existing Rengma Hills was
eliminated from the political
map of the State and re-
placed with that of Mikir
Hills (now Karbi Anglong) in
1951.

Rajnath lauds India-Sweden
ties in defence production

Minister points to growing co-development options

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

There is lot of scope for
Swedish and Indian defence
industries for co-production
and co-development and In-
dian industry can also sup-
ply components to Swedish
industries, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said on
Tuesday.

“On behalf of Govern-
ment of India, I would like to
extend an invitation to a de-
legation at highest level from
Sweden to India and have a
glimpse of Indian defence in-
dustries and defence indus-
try corridors,” Mr. Singh said
at an India-Sweden defence
industry webinar.
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Close network: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh releasing the
first copy of the SIDM Members Directory 2020 -2021. =pTi

Welcoming the recent un-
derstanding by India and Eu-
ropean Union to resume ne-
gotiations on a free trade
agreement, Swedish De-
fence Minister Peter Hultg-
vist said one area with po-
tential for  deepening
defence industry coopera-
tion was amongst Small and

»

Medium Enterprise (SME)
businesses. A Memorandum
of Understanding was
signed during the event bet-
ween Society of Indian De-
fence Manufacturers and
Swedish Security and De-
fence Industry Association
to promote bilateral defence
industrial relations.

Long fight: The Rengma Naga community has been seeking
an automous council for many years now. =FriLe pHoTO

Narrating its history, the
council said that during the
Burmese invasions of Assam
in 1816 and 1819, it was the
Rengmas who gave shelter to
the Ahom refugees.

The petition said that the
Rengma Hills was parti-
tioned in 1963 between As-

Delhi ration
shops urged
to use ePoS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Food Secretary Sudhanshu
Pandey has written to the

Delhi government, urging

it to resume the use of elec-
tronic Point of Sale (ePoS)
machines at ration shops,
so that the One Nation One
Ration Card scheme can be
implemented in the State.
In a time of COVID-relat-
ed distress, the scheme
would be of immense help
to an estimated 10 lakh mi-
grant workers in Delhi who
have ration cards in their
home States but are un-
able to access subsidised
foodgrains in the capital,
Mr. Pandey wrote in his let-

ter to Delhi Chief Secretary

Vijay Kumar Dev on Tues-
day.

sam and Nagaland at the
time of creation of Nagaland
State and the Karbis, who
were known as Mikirs till
1976, were the indigeneous
tribal people of Mikir Hills.
“Thus, the Rengma Hills
and Mikir Hills were two sep-
arate entities till 1951. Karbis

have no history in the Reng-
ma Hills. People who are
presently living in Rengma
Hills are from Assam, Aruna-
chal Pradesh and Meghalaya.
They speak different dialects
and do not know Karbi lan-
guage of Karbi Anglong,” the
memorandum said.

RNPC president K. Solo-
mon Rengma told The Hindu
that the government was on
the verge of taking a decision
without taking them on
board and thus they had
written to Mr. Shah and
Chief Minister Himanta Bis-
wa Sarma.

“How can they do this?
We have been writing to
them for many years. The
KAAC population is around
12 lakh and the Karbis consti-
tute only 3 lakh, the remain-
ing are non-Karbis, including

the Rengma Nagas, whose
population is  around
22,000. We are also de-
manding a separate legisla-
tive seat for Rengmas,” he
said.

The National Socialist
Council of Nagaland or NSCN
(Isak-Muivah), which is in
talks with the Centre for a
peace deal, said in a state-
ment on Monday that the
Rengma issue was one of the
important agendas of the
“Indo-Naga political talks”
and no authority should go
far enough to override their
interests.

More than 3,000 Rengma
Nagas were forced to relo-
cate to relief camps in 2013
after several people were
killed in a series of attacks
following a call given by a
Karbi insurgent group.

Webinars to provide expert
career guidance to students

They will explore trends in higher education and industry

STAFF REPORTER
CHENNAI

Hindustan Institute of Tech-
nology & Science (HITS), in
association with The Hindu
Group, will host a series of
webinars focusing on pro-
viding expert career gui-
dance to students from
Classes 10, 11 and 12.

The virtual sessions will
have speakers who are sub-
ject matter experts from aca-
demia, and industry repre-
sentatives.

The webinars aim to offer
concise and insightful infor-
mation on courses that stu-
dents can consider.

The webinars will also ex-
plore trends in higher edu-

EBICATIONDE CAREER
COUNSELLINGE

cation and the industry that
will help students choose
streams that align with their
personal expectations and
resonate with the rapidly
evolving industry
requirement.

Health sciences

On June 11, a webinar on ‘Ca-
reer in Allied Health Scienc-
es: Current Trends and Fu-
ture Prospects’ will be held
at 11 a.m. At 4 p.m. on the

same day, a webinar on
‘How a Liberal Arts educa-
tion helps promote interdis-
ciplinary learning’ has been
scheduled.

On June 16 at 4 p.m, a we-
binar on ‘Technology is
changing the legal field and
what students need to do to
adapt’ will be held and a we-
binar on ‘Why sustainability
must be a part of manage-
ment education’ has been
scheduled for June 18 at 4
p-m. To register for the webi-
nar series,
log on to E_EEE
bit.ly/ ekt
THHITSI or
scan the QR :

Code. E

three institutions in the
world’s top 100. IISc was al-
so declared the world’s top
research university by the
indicator of most citations
per faculty member, when
adjusted for faculty size.

The citations per faculty
metric were also key to the
75 rank jump by IIT Guwa-
hati and the 73 rank jump by
IIT Kanpur, according to QS
regional director Ashwin
Fernandes.

Commercial pressure
However, one IIT director,
who did not wish to be
named, alleged that this
year’s improvement in
scores was simply a manipu-
lation of numbers by the
rankings agency, driven by
commercial pressures.

Of the 35 Indian institu-
tions in the rankings, 20
have improved on academic
reputation this year.

“Half of the score comes
from reputation indicators
which are based on percep-
tion, rather than any objec-
tive methodology. They can-
not afford too much
unhappiness, or they may
face a boycott like the THE
[Times Higher Education
rankings], so they manipu-
late the numbers. It does
not reflect the quality of In-
dian education in any real
sense,” said the director.

IN BRIEF

Farooq says he is not
against delimitation
SRINAGAR

National Conference (NC)
president and MP Farooq
Abdullah on Tuesday said his
party would continue to
strive for J&K's special status
and was not against the
ongoing delimitation process.
. "The method adopted is not
in tandem with the
procedure,” he said. Party
vice-president Omar
Abdullah also asked the
workers "to remain steadfast
in their resolve to fight for
the right cause™.

M.P. CM's new OSD quits
after row over his tweets
BHOPAL

A newly appointed
communication adviser to
Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said on Tuesday that
he would not take up the post
after some BJP leaders
flagged his past tweets
criticising the Hindutva
ideology. “I have decided to
not accept the responsibility
offered to me by
@chouhanshivraj ji and have
communicated my inability to
the CM," Mumbai-based
Tushar Panchal said in a tweet
from the handle @tushar. It
could not be ascertained if it
was Mr. Panchal's own Twitter
account, but a State BJP
leader confirmed that he has
refused to accept the post. p1i

SAD hits out at govt. for
case against its leaders
CHANDIGARH

A day after the Punjab police
booked its leaders and
workers on the charge of
violating COVID-19 curbs, the
Shiromani Akali Dal hit out at
the Congress-led Punjab
government on Tuesday for
“suppressing” the voice of
those standing by the people
in this hour of crisis. p1i
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Four take oath as

Rajya Sabha members
NEW DELHI

Four Rajya Sabha members —
two elected from Kerala and
two nominated members,
including Swapan Dasgupta —
took their oaths on Tuesday.
Mr. Dasgupta returned to
complete his tenure after
having resigned ahead of the
West Bengal election, where
he contested on BJP ticket.
The other nominated
member was senior lawyer
Mahesh Jethmalani. The two
members from Kerala were
senior journalist John Brittas
and CPI(M) leader V.
Sivadasan.

Maratha quota: CM seeks
lifting of 50% ceiling
MUMBAI

A delegation led by
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray requested
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to take steps to lift the 50%
ceiling on reservation to
ensure that Marathas and
Other Backward Classes
(OBCs) continue to get
benefits. “The Supreme Court
scrapped the Maratha
reservation and also the
political reservation for OBCs
in local civic bodies. We
presented all the facts and
the steps to be taken for the
same," Mr. Thackeray said at a
press conference after a
meeting with Mr. Modi.

Gujarat BJP convenes
meeting on June 15
AHMEDABAD

The Gujarat BJP has convened
a legislature party meeting on
June 15. All MLAs from the
party have been asked to
attend. Members of the State
parliamentary board, State
party chief C.R. Paatil and
other top office-bearers of
the party will also be present.
"We have called the meeting
of all legislators to brief them
about the measures the
government has taken during
the pandemic second wave,"
Deputy Chief Minister Nitin
Patel said in a statement. Mr.
Patel said no meeting of the
party's office-bearers and
legislators had been held for
two months and, hence, this
meeting.

On vaccines, India always quick on the uptake

PM’s claim that country earlier had to wait decades for procuring vaccines from abroad is at odds with the facts

JACOB KOSHY

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s Monday presentation of
India’s vaccination history is
at odds with the facts. “If you
look at the history of vaccina-
tions in India, whether for
smallpox, hepatitis B or po-
lio, you will see that India
would have to wait decades
for procuring vaccines from
abroad. When vaccination

NEWS ANALYSIS

programmes ended in other
countries, it would not have
even begun in our country,”
he claimed.

India, even before Inde-
pendence, was among the
countries that indigenously
manufactured vaccines a few
years within their discovery,
historical records suggest.

While there have been
several challenges to the up-
take of vaccines, their availa-
bility was the least of the
problems.

A vaccine for smallpox, as

a history of vaccination in In-
dia published in the Indian
Journal of Medical Research
(UMR) by Chandrakant Laha-
riya in 2012 said, was first ad-
ministered to a three-year-
old Indian, in 1802, a mere
four years after English phys-
ician Edward Jenner pu-
blished the result of his expe-
riments on inoculating
subjects with a cowpox vi-
rus. The smallpox vaccines
were imported until 1850,
but preserving the liquid
lymph solution was a chal-
lenge. This led to institutes in
India researching ways to in-
crease lymph supply with
early success by 1895.

The first animal vaccine
depot was set up in Shillong
in 1890, from where it start-
ed to be produced.

While vaccination never
ceased in India once it be-
gan, it had varying populari-
ty. There was hesitancy, op-
position from ‘tikadaars’
(who performed variolation)
and those actually adminis-
tering vaccines charged a
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Viral claims: Prime Minister Narendra Modi receiving the
second dose of the vaccine in New Delhiin April. =arp

small fee contributing to its
fluctuating uptake.

“The vaccination coverage
went down and in 1944-45 in
India, the highest numbers
of smallpox cases in the last
two decades were reported.
As soon as World War II end-
ed, the focus was brought
back on smallpox vaccina-
tion and cases decreased,”
Dr. Lahariya said. “In 1947,
India was self-sufficient in
the production of smallpox
vaccines.” It took until 1971 to
eradicate the virus in South
America and 1975 in Asia

Adopt a transparent policy in
allocating vaccines: Congress

Spell out road map of meeting deadline by Dec., it tells govt.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
A day after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced
the reversion to the central-
ised procurement of CO-
VID-19 vaccines from June
21, the Congress on Tuesday
asked the government to
adopt a transparent policy in
allocating vaccines to the
States and spell out a road
map of meeting its own dea-
dline of fully vaccinating 100
crore citizens by December.
The Congress reiterated
its demand for free universal
vaccination, whether these
vaccines are administered in
a private hospital or a go-
vernment one, and ques-
tioned the government’s de-
cision of continuing with the
policy of allowing the priv-

Jairam Ramesh

ate sector to obtain 25% of
the vaccine production.
Addressing a virtual press
conference, former Union
Minister Jairam Ramesh
claimed that 50% of the vac-
cines meant for the private
sector had been “grabbed”
by nine major hospital
groups with presence in me-
tro cities and that was a

Monsoon session of Parliament
likely to begin in July: Minister

COVID-19 protocols on seating are expected to continue

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The monsoon session of Par-
liament is expected to begin
on schedule in July, Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi said on Tues-
day.

As per norms, the session
is held in the second or third
week of July. The last session
of Parliament was curtailed
and ended sine die on March
25 and under the Constitu-
tional norms, the next ses-
sion has to be held within six
months. This period ends on
September 14.

Three sessions have been
curtailed since the pandem-
ic began in March last year.
First of these was the Budget
session of 2020. The winter
session last year was also cut
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Pralhad Joshi

short. Last year, the mon-
soon session, which usually
starts in July, began in
September.

“I am hopeful that the
Parliament session will be
held as per its normal sche-
dule in July,” Mr. Joshi told
PTI. However, Rajya Sabha
Chairman M. Venkiah Naidu
did not share Mr. Joshi’s opti-

mism. At an oath-taking ce-
remony of the newly elected
members, Mr. Naidu, said,
“Oath and affirmation has
been arranged now because
convening of the next ses-
sion may take some time.”

Sources said with the CO-
VID-19 spread under control
and the possibility of a third
wave in the coming months,
the government did not
want to postpone the ses-
sion to September. The mon-
soon session, sources said,
would be short. Most MPs
have got at least one dose of
the COVID vaccine. Howev-
er, the COVID-19 protocol
followed in the last three ses-
sions, including members
sitting in galleries to main-
tain physical distance, is ex-
pected to continue.

Cong. income dips; AAP, CPI(M),
NCP post increase in 2019-20

EC publishes annual audit reports of parties other than BJP

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Congress saw its income
decrease by over 3200 crore
from 2018-19 to 2019-20, the
financial year in which the
2019 Lok Sabha election was
held, while the Aam Adam
Party (AAP), the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP), the
CPI(M) and the Samajwadi
Party (SP) all reported an in-
crease in receipts over the
previous year’s.

The parties’ annual audit
reports for 2019-20, which
were published by the Elec-
tion Commission (EC) on
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Monday, showed that the
Congress went from having a
surplus of ¥448.11 core in
2018-19 to a deficit of ¥315.94
crore.

Its income decreased
from ¥918.03 crore in 2018-
19, which was the financial
year in the run-up to the Lok
Sabha election, to ¥682.21
crore in 2019-20.

In its report, the AAP de-
clared an increase in income
from 19.31 crore the pre-
vious year to ¥49.65 crore in
2019-20, while its expendi-
ture rose from <16.1 crore to

338.8 crore.

The Shiv Sena’s report
showed a decrease in in-
come from R135.5 crore in
2018-19 to 111.4 crore, of
which ¥40.98 crore came
from electoral bonds.

The Nationalist Congress
Party’s income increased
from %8.15 crore to ¥50.71
crore, as did its expenditure
from 8.84 crore to 324.99
crore. The CPI(M)’s income
went up from %100.96 crore
to T158.62 crore and its ex-
penditure from I76.1 crore
to 105 crore. The BJP’s an-
nual report was yet to be pu-
blished by the EC.

“dangerous situation” as it
affected supply to smaller
hospitals in non-metros and
small towns.

The government should
also do away with the proce-
dure of registering oneself in
the CoWIN app and set up
walk-in vaccination for all
categories.

“This government is hea-
dline-driven and not dea-
dline-driven,” Mr. Ramesh
said.

“The government must
work out a transparent allo-
cation formula in consulta-
tion with States for provid-
ing vaccines, as we have
seen that BJP-ruled States
have been favoured by the
Central government in the
past in allocation of vaccines
and medicines,” he alleged .

(and India) and 1977 in Afri-
ca. The challenge, said Dr.
Lahariya, was not a lack of
access to vaccines, but social
and economic factors sur-
rounding vaccination.

The history of polio vacci-
nation in India is more com-
plicated. “India was also the
pioneer-leader in polio re-
search — epidemiology, vac-
cine-prevention — and in the
manufacture of both Oral Po-
lio Vaccine [OPV] and Injecti-
ble Polio Vaccine [IPV]. In-
dia’s lead position was
squandered in later years

due to short-sighted policies
and capricious decisions, a
blot in our history of public
health,” write T. Jacob John
and M. Vipin Vashishta in the
2013 edition of the IJMR.

The Pasteur Institute of In-
dia developed and pro-
duced, for the first time in In-
dia, an indigenous trivalent
OPV in 1970. It was not until
2006 that IPV was licensed
for manufacture in India.

It was only due to the use
of a combination of both
kinds of vaccines, concerted
sustained campaigns and in-
adequate attention by go-
vernments to boost vaccine
production that it required
until 2011 to eliminate polio.
Again, it was not because In-
dia was unable to make those
vaccines.

The Prime Minister also
claimed that since 2014, the
Mission Indradhanush pro-
gramme had increased the
percentage of children co-
vered under vaccination
from 60% to 90%. The latest
round of the National Family

Health Survey, which pro-
vides data only from 17 States
and five Union Territories,
showed that none of the
States had achieved 90% vac-
cination coverage. The
Health Ministry released da-
ta on this on December 2020
and was expected to provide
data from the remaining
States by May this year.

A vaccine against the bac-
terium causing plague was
made by Waldemar Haffkine
at the Grant Medical College,
Bombay, in 1897 that he first
tested on himself and later
on on the inmates of the By-
culla jail. A Plague Laborato-
ry was set up in 1899 and in
1925, it was renamed the
Haffkine Institute.

Several vaccine institutes
came up in different provinc-
es of the country, including
the 1948 BCG (for tuberculo-
sis) Laboratory in Guindy,
Madras. These institutes ena-
bled the manufacture of vac-
cines for diptheria, pertussis
and tetanus in India, before
1940.

25% of vaccines for private

hospitals is a licence to loot

CPI(M) demands an immediate withdrawal of the clause

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Centre’s failed vaccine
policy has not been fully re-
versed, the CPI(M) Polit Bu-
reau said in a statement
here. By reserving 25% of
vaccines for the private sec-
tor, the party said, the go-
vernment was providing
them with a licence to loot.
The party demanded an im-
mediate withdrawal of this
clause, too, to bring in 100%
universally free vaccines.
The CPI(M) Polit Bureau
said the Modi government
had been forced to withdraw
its “liberalised vaccine poli-
cy” for three reasons — a
strong opposition, pushback
from States and the Su-
preme Court’s criticism.
Prime Minister Narendra

Commuters travelling in the
Metro on Monday in New
Delhi. =SHIVKUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Modi’s efforts to lay the
blame at the door of the
State governments, the par-
ty said, was condemnable.
The “liberalised vaccine pol-
icy” was a unilateral deci-
sion made by the Centre.
“However, the failed vac-
cine policy has not been ful-

Bengal BJP speaking in different voices

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

A month after the Assembly
election, the rift in the West
Bengal unit of the BJP is out
in the open, with leaders
speaking in different voices
on crucial issues, including
Article 356. On Tuesday, the
Leader of the Opposition in
the Assembly Suvendu Adhi-
kari met Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah and party pre-

sident J.P. Nadda in Delhi.

Mr. Adhikari said the sit-
uation “is far worse than
what is required for the
Centre to impose President’s
Rule under Article 356”.

But party leader Rajib Ba-
nerjee on social media said if
at “every stage the party
tries to scare people by
pointing at Delhi and the
ghost of Article 356, the peo-
ple of West Bengal will not

take it well”. Mr. Adhikari
and Mr. Banerjee were Mi-
nisters in the Trinamool go-
vernment and had joined
the BJP before the Assembly
election.

The State BJP held a meet-
ing in Kolkata under the lea-
dership of Dilip Ghosh. Mr.
Ghosh had a tough time ex-
plaining why Mr. Banerjee
and party leader Mukul Roy
did not participate.

ly reversed. The government
has chosen to continue the
dual pricing policy. As much
as 25% of vaccine produc-
tion is still reserved for the
private sector. This is noth-
ing but a licence for loot by
private manufacturers to
make super profits,” the
statement said.

And this 25% diversion of
vaccines, the CPI(M) said,
came at a time of acute vac-
cine shortage. This would
“dilute and weaken” the
need for universal vaccina-
tion, essential to prevent a
third wave of COVID-19. The
Centre must procure all the
vaccines manufactured in
India and bought globally,
and distribute it to States in
consultation with them, the
statement said.

‘High number
of Cong. MLAS
joined BJP’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The highest number of
MLAs who switched par-
ties in the recent Assembly
elections left the Congress
and joined the BJP, accord-
ing to a report released by
the Association for Demo-
cratic Reforms (ADR) on
Tuesday.

The ADR report said the
highest number of MLAs
who changed parties were
from the Congress (20 or
39.22%) of the total. Fifteen
All-India Trinamool Con-
gress MLAs, or 29.41% of

the total MLAs, who
switched parties left to
contest elections.

“In the recent Assembly
elections 2021, 20 [39.22%]
out of 60 recontesting
MLAs who switched politi-
cal parties joined the BJP,
followed by 17 [33.33%]
MLAs who joined AITC and
7 [13.73%] MLAs who
joined Amma Makkal Mun-
netra Kazhagam,” it said.

Out of the 60 recontest-
ing candidates in the five
Assembly polls, the maxi-
mum number (eight or
13.33%) left the Congress.

Group seeks
action against
NRC head

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

A minority organisation
has asked the Union Home
Ministry to take action
against Hitesh Dev Sarma,
Assam’s Coordinator for
the National Register of Ci-
tizens (NRC), for “biased
activities” and failure to is-
sue rejection orders to
those excluded from the
updated list of citizens.

In a letter to the Minis-
try’s Secretary on June 7,
the All Assam Minority Stu-
dents’ Union said bias had
prompted the NRC Coordi-
nator to file two applica-
tions in the Supreme Court
on May 11 seeking reverifi-
cation of the list of citizens
published in 2019.

Avoid Plastic Save Rain Water

Roc. No. E4/7432/2020 (Main)

below.

= TIRUCHIRAPPALLI CITY CORPORATION

Re-Tender Notice No : 2/ 2021 - 2022

TENDER NOTIFICATION EXTENSION NOTICE

Receipt and Submission of tenders as per Tender Notice No.
2/2021-2022, is Postponed due to administrative reason as detailed

Create Rain Water Harvesting Structure

Dt. 07.06.2021

Details Date already notified| Date Postponed
Last date of download 08.06.2021 22.06.2021
of Bid Documents Upto 15.00 Hours Upto 15.00 Hours
Submission of bids 09.06.2021 23.06.2021
through e-submission Upto 15.00 Hours Upto 15.00 Hours
Tender Opening 09.06.2021 23.06.2021
Date and Time Upto 16.00 Hours Upto 16.00 Hours

DIPR/ 1718 /TENDER/2021

Other terms and Conditions remain unchanged.

Tiruchirappalli City Corporation

Commissioner,

L-23

DIRECTORATE OF AGRICULURE & FOOD PRODUCTION,
ODISHA, BHUBANESWAR

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

Expression of Interest for Empanelment of Support Agencies for
Promotion of Organic Farming under CSP scheme of Bharatiya
Prakritik Krishi Padhhati (BPKP) under Paramparagat Krishi Vikas
Yojana (PKVY)in the State of Odisha

Sealed proposals are invited from reputed Govt./ Semi-Govt.
Institutions, FPOs, Partnership/ Professional Firms, Pvt. Companies,
Cooperative Societies, NGOs and NCOF empanelled Agencies for
empanelment as Support Agency on adoption and certification of
Organic Farming under CSP Scheme of Bharatiya Prakritik Krishi
Padhhati (BPKP) under Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY) in the
State of Odisha. The proposals should come in sealed envelope super-
scribed as "Application for Registration of Support Agency for
Bharatiya Prakritik Krishi Padhhati (BPKP) under PKVY Odisha" from
the Organizations as per the enclosed application format by
registered/ speed post. No e-mail will be entertained for submission of
proposals in this regard. Interested parties should apply for
implementation in Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar, Sambalpur, Deogarh,
Baragarh, Bolangir, Nuapada, Kalahandi, Nabarangpur, Koraput,
Malkangiri, Rayagada, Gajapati, Khordha, Cuttack, Kandhamal & Sk
Sundargarh districts on pilot basis in the first phase inan area of 24,000 1
ha along with a non-refundable application fee of Rs.500 /- (Rupees
five hundred) only in form of D.D./ Pay Order in favour of CDAO of the
concerned district payable at district headquarter. Filled Eol should

Office of CDAO of the respective district in the presence of authorised
signatory or representative. The application form and the terms &
condition are available at the website of www.odisha.gov.in/
www.agrisnetodisha.ori.nic.in from Dt. 09.06.2021.

5d/-
Director of Agriculture &

Food Production, Odisha
QIPR- 01034/11/0006/2122

Ref:

oA WN S

TAMIL NADU WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE BOARD

6" Extension Notification No. IFB No. 15-6 / DSP — VPM Pkg | / DO /
CE/VLR /2021 / Dated : 07.06.2021.

Name of work : Design, Build, Operation of 60 MLD Capacity Desalination Plant based on (SWRO) Sea Water Reverse
Osmosis at Koonimedu near Marakanam in Villupuram District in Tamil Nadu and Operation and Maintenance for 20 years
(Paid Maintenance) - Package | - Period of Execution — 24 months (Design part -6 Months — Execution part— 18 Months) - Trial
run period - 6 Months.

. This office Invitation of Bid No. IFB No. 15/DSP — VPM Pkg I/DO/CE/ VLR/2021/Dated : 07.01.2021

. Tender Extension Notification No. IFB No. 15-1/DSP — VPM Pkg I/DO/CE/ VLR/2021/Dated : 09.02.2021

. Tender Extension Notification No. IFB No. 15-2/DSP — VPM Pkg I/DO/CE/ VLR/2021/Dated : 25.02.2021

. Tender Extension Notification No. IFB No. 15-3/DSP — VPM Pkg I/DO/CE/ VLR/2021/Dated : 09.03.2021

. Tender Extension Notification No. IFB No. 15-4/DSP — VPM Pkg I/DO/CE/ VLR/2021/Dated : 08.04.2021

. Tender Extension Notification No. IFB No. 15-5 / DSP — VPM Pkg | / DO/ CE / VLR / 2021 / Dated : 13.05.2021

The tender extended for the above work vide reference 6" cited is hereby again extended as follows :

SlI. No.

Description Already given

Extended upto

1 The sale of Tender Schedule

Upto 5.45 PM on 09.06.2021

Upto 5.45 PM on 12.07.2021

2 oftender

The lastdate of receiptand opening

on 11.06.2021

Upto 3.00 PM and 3.30 PM

Upto 3.00 PM and 3.30 PM
on 14.07.2021

DIPR/ 1702 /TENDER/2021

The other terms and conditions specified in the tender documents for above work remain unaltered.
Please Visit our Website www.tenders.tn.gov.in and “www.twadboard.tn.gov.in“ for further details.

SAVE WATER, CONSERVE WATER, EVERY DROP COUNTS

Chief Engineer,
TWAD Board, Vellore-6

Odisha State Medical Corporation Limited

In front of Ram Mandir, Convent Square, Unit-lll,
Bhubaneswar-751001
Tel.:(0674) 2380660; Website: www.osmcl.nic.in ; Email: logistics.osmcl.od@nic.in
NOTICE INVITING BID

Bid Reference No.:OSMCL/2021-22/SHORT-ANTIFUNGAL/22

Online Bids through e-Tender portal (https://tendersodisha.gov.in) are invited
from eligible bidders for Supply of Anti Fungal Items as per the particulars
mentioned below:

No.

Particulars

Date and time

Date & time of release of bid

08/06/2021, 5 PM

2. | Date & time of Online bid submission

Start Date & Time

End Date & Time

09/06/2021, 11 AM

17/06/2021, 11 AM

Date & time of Online Technical bid

17/06/2021 11:30 AM

reach in the Office of CDAO of the respective district on behalf of the 3. Openin
undersigned. Last date for receipt of application is 22.06.2021 up to penns
2.00 PM and the same shall be opened on the same day at 4 P.M. inthe 4

Date of opening of Price Bid

To be informed to the qualified bidders

CAD-417

The bid document with all information relating to the bidding process including
Prequalification criteria and terms & conditions are available in the websites:
www.osmcl.nic.in and https://tendersodisha.gov.in. OSMCL reserves the right to
reject or modify any conditions of the tender or cancel the tender or cancel the issued
purchase order at any stage without assigning any reason thereof.

SDI/-
Managing Director,
OSMC Ltd., Odisha

OIPR-10112/11/0020/2122

»
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Bihar lifts lockdown;
night curfew to stay
PATNA
The Bihar government on
Tuesday announced that the
lockdown will be lifted from
June 9. However, night
curfew will continue from 7
p.m. to 5 a.m. Government
and private offices can open
with 50% strength till 4
p.m., but malls, schools,
colleges, religious places and
cinema halls will remain
closed. Shops will be allowed
to remain open till 5 p.m.
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
cautioned people to avoid
crowded places.

Railways to run 100
more trains soon

NEW DELHI

The Indian Railways are
making all efforts to ramp up
passenger services and will
begin running 100 more
trains in the next five or six
days to meet the increase in
demand, Railway Board
Chairman and CEO Suneet
Sharma said on Tuesday. The
Railways are currently
running 889 Special Mail
Express trains on an average
daily. "We want to normalise
services as soon as possible...
we had operationalised about
1,500 trains before the
second wave of the
pandemic. However, due to
the pandemic and restrictions
on movement in various
States, we faced challenges,"
Mr. Sharma said.

Odisha to start unlock
process in phases
BHUBANESWAR

Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik on
Tuesday said the State
government was
contemplating starting the
unlocking process in districts
registering a decline in
COVID-19 infection rate. He
also asked the administration
to ensure a foolproof
preparation for the possible
third wave. He was reviewing
the prevailing corona
situation in the State. While
expressing satisfaction over
the decline in cases in certain
districts, he said the State
was yet to get out of the

impact of the second wave.
PTI

Piramal Foundation, NITI
unveil home care drive
MUMBAI

Piramal Foundation, in
association with NITI Aayog,
on Tuesday unveiled a
campaign to provide COVID
home care to 20 lakh citizens
staying in rural areas. The
Foundation, which has been
working in 25 districts to
provide COVID care to senior
citizens, has now expanded
its scope of work to 112 back-
ward districts. The 'Surakshit
Hum Surakshit Tum Abhiyaan'
will be rolled out in these 112
aspirational districts to assist
the administration in
providing home-care support
to patients who are
asymptomatic or have mild
symptoms. Most of these
districts are in Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha and
Maharashtra, officials from
the Foundation said.

Take action against illegal adoption: SC

It directs govt. to prevent private entities from revealing identity of children orphaned by pandemic

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has di-
rected the States and the Un-
ion Territories to take strin-
gent action against private
individuals and NGOs who
invite people to illegally
adopt children orphaned by
the COVID-19 pandemic.

A Bench of Justices L. Na-
geswara Rao and Aniruddha
Bose, in an 18-page order pu-
blished on Tuesday, directed
the government to step in
and prevent private entities
from revealing the identities
of affected children, usually
on social media, and inviting
people to adopt them.

“The State Governments/
Union Territories are direct-
ed to prevent any NGO from
collecting funds in the
names of the affected chil-
dren by disclosing their iden-
tity and inviting interested
persons to adopt them. No
adoption of affected children
should be permitted con-

Invitation to
persons for
adoption of orphans is

contrary to law as no
adoption of a child can
be permitted without
the involvement of

CARA. Stringent action
shall be taken against
agencies/individuals
who are responsible for
indulging in this illegal
activity

SUPREME COURT

trary to the provisions of the
Juvenile Justice Act, 2015,”
the court ordered.

CARA involvement

It was illegal to invite stran-
gers to adopt children, alrea-
dy traumatised by their per-
sonal losses, without the
involvement of the Central
Adoption Resource Authori-
ty (CARA), a statutory body
under the Women and Child

Development Ministry, it
said. “Invitation to persons
for adoption of orphans is
contrary to law as no adop-
tion of a child can be permit-
ted without the involvement
of CARA. Stringent action
shall be taken by the State
Governments/Union Territo-
ries against agencies/indivi-
duals who are responsible
for indulging in this illegal
activity,” it observed.

The order came after the
National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR), on Monday, raised
the alarm on a spate of com-
plaints about illegal adoption
of COVID-19  orphans
through private individual
and organisations. “Social
media posts are circulating
that children are up for
adoption. This is plainly ille-
gal and violates the Juvenile
Justice Act,” advocate Shob-
ha Gupta, for intervenor ‘We
the Women of India’, made
an impassioned plea.

NCPCR statistics show
that 3,621 children were or-
phaned, 26,176 children lost
either parent and 274 aban-
doned between April 1, 2021
to June 5, 2021. The court is
hearing a suo motu case on
the plight of children impact-
ed by the pandemic.

Child trafficking
Advocate Gaurav Agrawal,
amicus curiae, said cases of

‘Maintain vigil over private hospitals’

They may sell vaccines at a higher price, unless regulated stringently, SC told govt.

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court was wor-
ried about the role of private
hospitals in COVID-19 vacci-
nation, saying whether they
would prefer profit over pu-
blic health.

The court’s anxiety is real
and present as Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s speech
on Monday revealed that
private hospitals would re-
tain their capacity to buy
25% of vaccine stock from
the manufacturers.

The court had advised the
government to maintain a
strict vigil over private hospi-
tals in a May 31 order. It had

raised apprehension that
private hospitals would sell
vaccines they procure at
higher prices unless they
were “regulated stringent-
ly”. It had reminded the go-
vernment that private hospi-
tals, though they provide
public health service, have
“profit” at the core of their
existence.

A Bench of Justices D.Y.
Chandrachud, L. Nageswara
Rao and S. Ravindra Bhat
said, “Further consequences
of vaccination by private
hospitals under the liberal-
ised vaccination policy re-
late to a simple issue at the
core of their existence: that

Probe ordered into ‘mock
drill by Agra hospital

It cut off oxygen supply for 5 minutes

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW

The Agra district adminis-
tration launched a probe af-
ter the owner of a private
hospital was heard in a vi-
deo allegedly claiming how
the hospital shut down oxy-
gen supply for five minutes
on April 27 as part of a
“mock drill” to see which
patients would survive and
which would not.

Twenty-two patients
“started turning blue, while
74 others survived”, the
owner of Paras Hospital,
Arinjay Jain, can be heard
saying in the video.

Mr. Jain, whose face is not
visible, says there was acute
shortage of oxygen on the
day and claims they were
told that even the Chief Mi-

nister could not arrange ox-
ygen for them. He says they
started discharging pa-
tients. While some were
willing to listen, others did
not. This is when he decid-
ed to conduct the “mock
drill”. “We did a mock drill
at 7 a.m. and identified 22
patients. We realised they
would die. We shut it [oxy-
gen] down for five minutes.
They started turning blue.”
Agra District Magistrate
Prabhu N. Singh, after con-
ducting a preliminary
probe, said there were no
deaths due to lack of oxygen
in the hospital. He also said
an FIR would be lodged
against Mr. Jain for trying to
spread “fear”. The hospital
would also be sealed with
immediate effect.

while they provide a public
health service, they still re-
main private, for-profit enti-
ties. Consequently, they may
sell the vaccine doses pro-
cured at a higher price, un-
less regulated stringently.”

Transparency issue
The court was also worried
about transparency. “Private
hospitals also may not sell all
their vaccine doses publicly
through appointments on
Co-WIN, but rather sell them
for lucrative deals directly to
private corporations who
wish to vaccinate their em-
ployees,” it said.

The Bench pointed out

Over 88,000 new cases recorded

that many, especially those
who live in small cities and
villages, have limited access
to private hospitals. “Private
hospitals are not equally
spread out across a State/UT
and are often limited to big-
ger cities with large popula-
tions. As such, a larger quan-
tity will be available in such
cities, as opposed to the ru-
ral areas,” it stated.

However, the court clari-
fied that it was not against
private hospitals playing a
role in the vaccination drive.
It accepted the Centre’s
point that they would reduce
the burden on government
facilities.

child trafficking have been
going up. The government
should intervene to care and
protect children orphaned,
abandoned or whose fami-
lies have lost their earning
members.

The court said lack of
knowledge about the rights
of children under the Juve-
nile Justice Act had led to
many falling victim to efforts
at illegal adoption. It direct-
ed the Centre, States and the
Union Territories to give
wide publicity to the provi-
sions of the 2015 Act at regu-
lar intervals so as to make
the general public, children
and their parents or guar-
dians aware of such provi-
sions. It ordered the States
and the Union Territories to
continue with their efforts to
identify children in need of
care and protection after
March 2020 and upload their
details on the NCPCR data-
base in order to provide
them welfare schemes.

Union seeks
compensation
for pilots

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

As nearly 21 pilots have
succumbed to COVID-19
during the second wave, a
welfare association has
moved the Bombay High
Court demanding that it
determine suitable com-
pensation in case of death
of a pilot operating flights
under the government’s
Vande Bharat Mission.

In its PIL plea, the Feder-
ation of Indian Pilots
sought an interim ex gratia
of 10 crore for all those
who have lost their lives in
the line of duty due to CO-
VID-19.

Govt. caps prices of
COVID-19 vaccines
at private hospitals

High cost unacceptable: VK. Paul

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Centre has capped the
prices at which vaccines will
be sold at private hospitals.
With a ceiling of 150 that
hospitals can charge per
dose as ‘service charge’ and
a GST of 5%, the maximum
price chargeable for Covish-
ield is ¥780, for Covaxin,
31,410 and for Sputnik V
31,145, the Union Health Mi-
nistry said in an order on
Tuesday.

The State governments
would be entrusted with en-
suring that these price bar-
riers were not breached and
if, in future, vaccine prices
fell, it would influence the
maximum cap.

The high price of CO-
VID-19 vaccines at private
hospitals is “unacceptable”,
and the revised vaccination
policy will see reductions,
said V.K. Paul, Chairman of
the National Expert Group
on Vaccine Administration
for COVID-19, on Tuesday.

Dr. Paul’s remarks came a
day after the Centre an-
nounced a revised vaccine
policy from June 21 in which
everyone above 18 will be
eligible for free vaccines at
government centres and
State governments will no
longer need to compete to
buy vaccines.

Addressing a press confe-
rence, Dr. Paul said, “It is
unacceptable that hospitals
charge 1,600 or even
34,000 for vaccines that
cost ¥600. They must limit
their price. Earlier it was
%100 and we felt that there is
aneed for it to be increased.
We are confident that this
will encourage more hospi-
tals, across the country and

Country also registers over 2,100 deaths; test positivity rate drops below 4%

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

India recorded 88,747 new
COVID-19 cases and 2,128
new deaths till 9.30 p.m. on
Tuesday. The country has so
far reported a total of

2,90,84,204 cases and
3,53,463 deaths.
Tamil Nadu reported

18,023 new infections, fol-
lowed by Kerala (15,567) and
Maharashtra (10,891). Maha-
rashtra recorded 702 new ca-
sualties on the day, followed
by Tamil Nadu (409) and
Karnataka (179). Maharash-
tra’s fatalities include back-
log deaths which were mis-
sed in the previous reports.
The figures do not include
cases and deaths from Pun-
jab, Chhattisgarh, Jhark-
hand, Tripura, Arunachal
Pradesh, Lakshadweep and

Easing burden

Daily recorded COVID-19 cases in India fell below the
1 lakh-mark on Monday, the first time in 62 days. However,
4.48 lakh fewer samples were tested on Sunday

(results of which were made available
on Monday) compared to the previous day
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Nearly 18.73 lakh samples
were tested in the country
on Monday (the results for
which were made available

on Tuesday). India’s average
daily test positivity rate (pos-
itive cases identified for ev-
ery 100 tests) continues to
decline. It was 3.8% on June
7 compared with 8.6% re-
corded a week before.

Nearly 33.64 lakh vaccine
doses were administered in
the country in the 24 hours
ending 7 a.m. on Tuesday,
which is nearly 19.74 lakh
doses more than what was
recorded in the previous 24
hours. It is also 5.84 lakh
more doses than what was
recorded during the same
period a week ago. The se-
ven-day rolling average of
daily vaccinations in the
country continues to in-
crease. It stood at 27.8 lakh
on June 7, which is more
than the 23.92 lakh recorded
a week before (May 31).

p o B
Covishield will cost ¥780 a
dose and Covaxin ¥1,410.

not just big cities, to come
forward for administering
vaccines.”

Though vaccines would
be available to all the Centre
would continue to give "the
highest priority" to health-
care workers, Dr. Paul
added.

Currently, nearly 9,000
private hospitals across the
country are involved in the
vaccination  programme,
and the government expects
more of the 25,000-30,000
hospitals across the country
to be more involved in the
programme.

Private hospitals have,
however, expressed reserva-
tions over the changed
norms. The larger hospital
chains that dominate vac-
cine procurement say the
price is too low given the
higher costs the hospitals in-
cur, and the government
should aim to reduce the
vaccine prices for the priv-
ate hospitals as well.

“The cap of 150 will not
cover the additional costs
incurred for such off-site
vaccination camps which in-
volve substantial costs... We
urge the government to con-
sider a higher charge,” For-
tis Healthcare said in a state-
ment on Monday following
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s address.

US. firm pays
$15 million for
Covaxin rights

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
HYDERABAD

Ocugen Inc, the U.S. partn-
er for Bharat Biotech’s CO-
VID-19 vaccine, announced
the payment of $15 million
upfront to the Indian drug
maker for extending the
vaccine rights to Canada.

In a regulatory filing,
Ocugen said it had agreed
to pay another $10 million
within a month from the
commercial launch of Co-
vaxin in Canada. Bharat
Biotech on June 3 said it
had agreed to expand the
agreement with Ocugen
Inc to commercialise the
jab in Canada.

The two firms have en-
tered into an agreement to
co-develop, supply and
commercialise Covaxin for
the U.S. market.
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Supremacy of Devi

Adi Sankara has many hymns in praise of Goddess Devi who
is hailed as the Supreme power Shakti. As in the Saundarya
Lahari, in the Gowri Dasakam, the acharya emphasises the
inseparableness of Siva and Shakti, and shows that Gowri,
the consort of Siva, is the embodiment of the Supreme Shak-
ti, pointed out Sri R. Rajagopala Sarma in a discourse. She is
the essence of Sat-chit-ananda swaroopa, the very Nirguna
Brahman who is praised in the scriptures.

This aspect of Her is not within easy reach to all, except
for those sages and yogis steeped in deep meditation. They
strive to reach the state of dhyana through practices of yoga
such as ‘pratyahara.’ This is a mental exercise by which one
gains control over the mind, senses and intellect to get rid of
feelings of kama, krodha, lobha, moha, mada, matsarya, etc
This leads to chitta suddhi and helps in single-pointed med-
itation on Devi. Devi grants supreme bliss in the inner be-
ings of such people who strive to meditate on Her. But out of
compassion to all beings, she is also the essence of Saguna
swaroopa when she is easily accessible to Her devotees.

The acharya sees Her as the effulgent brightness of in-
numerable rising suns which is symbolic of Her power to
dispel the darkness of ignorance that is the greatest hurdle
for the salvation of humanity. She is the very cause of srishti,
stiti and laya, characteristic of creation. Just as the veil of
Maya is cast on the world when we begin to believe in the ex-
ternal reality, she can remove the same to reveal the Abso-
lute Truth. Devi alone is able to grant moksha or liberation.
When one pays obeisance to Her with love and devotion,
she confers many blessings and benefits both for attainment
of worldly goals, happiness and peace in this world as well

as for salvation.
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BRICS opposes exceptionalism: China

Beijing frames BRICS Ministers’ statement as opposing the West, emphasises on multilateralism

ANANTH KRISHNAN

China on Monday sought to
frame a joint statement from
the Foreign Ministers of the
BRICS [Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa]
countries, who met virtually
last week, as standing in op-
position to what Beijing has
increasingly hit out at “bloc
politics” from the United
States and the West.

The BRICS Foreign Minis-
ters, at a virtual meet last
week, put out a joint state-
ment on multilateralism, in
addition to the usual Minis-
ters’ press statement. Chi-
na’s Foreign Ministry on
Monday said the idea behind
the statement was to forge a
common understanding
among the BRICS countries
when there were “so many
different interpretations and
definitions of multilateralism
in the world”.

Ironically, among the tar-
gets of Beijing’s recent at-
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Looking ahead: Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Wang Wenbin in Beijing, in this file photo. =reuters

tacks on what it calls “selec-
tive multilateralism” is the
India-Australia-Japan-U.S.

Quad grouping, which Chi-
nese officials have repeated-
ly criticised. India, which is
the BRICS chair this year and
will host this year’s leaders
summit, which may also take
place virtually, finds itself in
a curious position of being
described by Beijing as both
a partner and a target in its
recent emphasis on the im-

portance of “multilateral-
ism” and its criticism of calls
for a “rules-based order”,
voiced not only by the U.S.
but also by the Quad.

Multilateral system

On the “different interpreta-
tions” of multilateralism, the
“BRICS countries, as repre-
sentatives of emerging mar-
kets and developing coun-
tries, have tackled the
problem head-on and given

their answer”, Foreign Mi-
nistry spokesperson Wang
Wenbin said.

“The BRICS Joint State-
ment on Strengthening and
Reforming the Multilateral
System laid out the following
principles,” he added. “First,
it should make global gover-
nance more inclusive, repre-
sentative and participatory
to facilitate greater and more
meaningful participation of
developing and least deve-
loped countries. Second, it
should be based on inclusive
consultation and collabora-
tion for the benefit of all.
Third, it should make multi-
lateral organisations more
responsive, action-oriented
and solution-oriented based
on the norms and principles
of international law and the
spirit of mutual respect, jus-
tice, equality, mutual benefi-
cial cooperation. Fourth, it
should use innovative and in-
clusive solutions, including
digital and technological

tools. Fifth, it should streng-
then capacities of individual
States and international or-
ganizations. Sixth, it should
promote people-centered in-
ternational cooperation at
the core. This is the answer
given by the BRICS.”

He added that the BRICS
countries were “indeed dif-
ferent from a few developed
countries in their attitude to-
wards multilateralism and
multilateral cooperation.”
“The BRICS countries stress
the need to observe the pur-
poses and principles of the
UN Charter and oppose ex-
ceptionalism and double
standard,” he said. “We are
committed to extensive con-
sultation, joint contribution
and shared benefits, and op-
pose hegemonic bullying
and zero-sum games. We
pursue openness, inclusive-
ness and win-win coopera-
tion, and reject bloc politics
and ideological confronta-
tion.”

China offers ASEAN nations support on vaccines

It seeks deeper ‘economic ties’ to offset maritime disputes, push back against U.S. outreach in the region

ANANTH KRISHNAN

China on Tuesday offered
ASEAN countries its vaccines
as well as closer cooperation
on joint vaccine develop-
ment and production, as it
hosted 10 Foreign Ministers
from the Southeast Asian
grouping.

The meeting comes as
China looks to deepen its
economic ties with the re-
gion as well as push back at
what it sees as a renewed ef-
fort at regional engagement
from the new Biden adminis-
tration in the U.S. in particu-
lar, as well as from the India-
Australia-Japan-U.S. Quad
grouping, which earlier this

year came out with a region-
al vaccine initiative.

On Tuesday, China’s Fo-
reign Minister Wang Yi told
the visiting Ministers that
China and ASEAN should
“jointly carry forward Asian
values” in a subtle dig at the
West. President Xi Jinping
had in 2014 put forward the
idea that it was for “Asian pe-
ople to uphold Asia’s
security”.

Mr. Wang made a similar
point on Tuesday, saying
that “taking root in the
Oriental tradition, both sides
should strengthen mutual
learning and cultural ex-
changes, and carry forward
Asian values, instilling posi-

tive energy to global and re-
gional governance.”

“Both sides should conti-
nue to embrace the ‘Asian
Way’ of consensus building
and accommodating each
other’s comfort levels, build
an inclusive and co-existed
family, and forge a coopera-
tion circle featuring com-
mon development,” he said.
“We should adhere to inde-
pendence, self-reliance and
self-strengthening to support
the ASEAN integration, and
forge a closer community
with a shared future.”

China’s hosting of the
ASEAN Foreign Ministers in
the city of Chongqing
marked the 30th anniversary

FBI-run app tricks criminal
gangs globally, 800 arrested

The operation led to police raids in 16 nations, drug seizures

ASSOCIATED PRESS
mAGUE

Criminal gangs divulged
plans for moving drug ship-
ments and carrying out kill-
ings on a messaging app se-
cretly run by the FBI, law
enforcement agencies said
on Tuesday, as they unveiled
a global sting operation they
said dealt an “unprecedent-
ed blow” to organised crime
in countries around the
world.

The operation known as
Trojan Shield led to police
raids in 16 nations. More
than 800 suspects were ar-

ELSEWHERE

Castillo leads in Peru
vote, rival alleges fraud
LIMA

Far-left trade unionist Pedro
Castillo took a narrow lead on
Monday in Peru's presidential
run-off election against
right-wing populist Keiko
Fujimori, who alleged fraud in
the vote count. With 94.8%
of ballots counted after
Sunday's vote, Mr. Castillo
was ahead of Ms. Fujimori
with 50.2% compared with
her 49.7%, though there
could be a prolonged wait for
the final outcome. arp

Death toll rises to 65 in
Pakistan train collision
GHOTKI

The death toll from a horrific
collision of two trains in
southern Pakistan rose to 65
on Tuesday after rescuers
pulled 15 more bodies from
crumpled cars a day after the
crash, government officials
said. The collision took place
on a dilapidated railway track
in Ghotki, when an express
train barreled into another
that had derailed minutes
earlier before dawn on
Monday. ap
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A box containing cash
discovered during a raid in
New Zealand. =ap

rested and more than 32
tonnes of drugs — including
cocaine, cannabis, ampheta-
mines and methampheta-
mines — were seized along
with 250 firearms, 55 luxury

cars and more than $148 mil-
lion in cash and
cryptocurrencies.

The seeds of the sting
were sown when law enfor-
cement agencies earlier took
down two encrypted plat-
forms, EncroChat and Sky
ECC, that had been used by
criminal gangs to organise
drug trafficking and under-
world hits. With the gangs in
the market for a new means
of communication, the FBI
stepped in with a covertly
developed app called ANOM
that was installed on modi-
fied mobile phones.

Swathes of Internet go

down after cloud outage
Glitch traced to US.-based firm Fastly

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON

Dozens of websites briefly
went offline around the
globe on Tuesday, including
CNN, The New York Times
and Britain's government
home page, after an outage
at the cloud computing ser-
vice Fastly, illustrating how
vital a small number of be-
hind-the-scenes companies
have become to running the
Internet.

The sites that could not
be reached also included
some Amazon pages, the Fi-
nancial Times, Reddit,
Twitch and The Guardian.

San Francisco-based
Fastly acknowledged a
problem just before 6 a.m.
About an hour later, the
company said: “The issue
has been identified and a fix
has been applied.”

Most of the sites soon ap-
peared to be back online.

Fastly said it had identi-
fied a service configuration
that triggered disruptions,
meaning the outage ap-
peared to be caused intern-
ally. Brief Internet service
outages are not uncommon
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Websites, including Reddit
and Spotify, went offline for
some time. =GETTY IMAGES

and are only rarely the res-
ult of hacking or other
mischief.

Still, major futures mar-
kets in the U.S. dipped
sharply minutes after the
outage.

Fastly is a content-deliv-
ery network, or CDN. It
provides vital but behind-
the-scenes cloud computing
“edge servers” to many of
the web’s popular sites.
These servers store, or
“cache,” content such as im-
ages and video in places
around the world so that it is
closer to users, allowing
them to fetch it more
quickly and smoothly.

of ties and came as Beijing
deals with recent disputes
with both the Philippines
and Malaysia. The meeting
reiterated the need to “ad-
vance consultations on the
Code of Conduct in the
South China Sea” but as the
recent incidents underlined,
progress has been slow.

Beijing is banking on deep
economic links to both offset
maritime disputes and the
push among some ASEAN
countries for closer defence
ties with the U.S. amid their
concerns about China’s
growing military footprint in
the South China Sea.

Mr. Wang said China-
ASEAN trade had grown to $

684.6 billion and the expec-
tation is for that to only grow
following the signing of the

Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
(RCEP) trade deal.

On COVID-19, China said it
would “do its best to provide
vaccines to ASEAN countries
and strengthen cooperation
in vaccine R&D, production,
procurement, vaccination,
and supervision with other
countries”, Mr. Wang said, as
he also put forward a propo-
sal to implement a “China-
ASEAN Public Health Coop-
eration Initiative” and an
“ASEAN Regional Reserve of
Medical Supplies for Public
Health Emergencies.”

‘Hate crime’: Canada truck
~driver kills Muslim family

- Planned, premeditated attack: police

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

A man driving a pick-up
truck slammed into and
killed four members of a
Muslim family in Ontario
province, in what police and
officials said on Monday was
a premeditated attack mo-
tivated by “hatred”.

A 20-year-old suspect
wearing a vest “like body ar-
mour” fled the scene on
Sunday evening, and was ar-
rested at a mall 7 km from
the intersection in London,
Ontario, where the attack
happened, said Detective
Superintendent Paul
Waight.

Guterres gets
second term
as UN chief

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
NEW YORK

The United Nations Securi-
ty Council on Tuesday ap-
proved Secretary General
Antonio Guterres for a se-
cond term, with conflict re-
solution set to top his agen-
da at the world body’s
helm.

The 72-year-old former
Prime Minister of Portugal
has held the office since
2017 and faced no competi-
tion for the next term in
the job.

During a brief closed
door session the Security
Council voted unanimous-
ly to recommend that the
General Assembly give Mr.
Guterres another term,
said the council’s current
President, Estonian ambas-
sador Sven Jurgenson.

Approval from the Gen-
eral Assembly is seen as a
formality and expected to
take place soon.

During his first term, Mr.
Guterres was forced to con-
centrate on limiting the po-
tential damage from the
unilateral and nationalist
foreign policy of then U.S.
President Donald Trump.

“There is evidence that
this was a planned, premed-
itated act, motivated by
hate. It is believed that these
victims were targeted be-
cause they were Muslim,” he
said.

Canada’s Minister of Pu-
blic Safety Bill Blair de-
scribed it as a “horrific act of
Islamophobia”.

The names of the victims
were not released, but they
include a 74-year-old wo-
man, a 46-year-old man, a
44-year-old woman and a 15-
year-old girl — representing
three generations of the

US. Senate report puts spotlight
on failures during Capitol attack

It pinpoints security missteps, leaves Trump’s Tole’ unprobed

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON

A Senate investigation of the
January 6 insurrection at the
U.S. Capitol has uncovered
broad government, military
and law enforcement mis-
steps surrounding the vio-
lent attack, including a
breakdown within multiple
intelligence agencies and a
lack of training and prepara-
tion for Capitol Police offic-
ers who were quickly over-
whelmed by the rioters.

The report released on
Tuesday is the first — and
could be the last — bipartisan
review of how hundreds of
former President Donald
Trump’s supporters were
able to violently break into
the Capitol that day, inter-
rupting the certification of
President Joe Biden’s victo-
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Sweeping changes

It includes new details about
the police officers on the
front lines who suffered
chemical burns, brain inju-
ries and broken bones and
who told Senators that they
were left with no direction
when command systems
broke down. It recommends
immediate changes to give
the Capitol Police chief more
authority, to provide better

Gunmen kill
27 in central
Nigeria attack

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
ABUJA

Gunmen stormed a market
place and a football field in
a rural town in central Ni-
geria over the weekend,
killing at least 27 people
and leaving others wound-
ed, state police said on
Tuesday.

Benue is part of the Mid-
dle Belt region, where
communal clashes are
common between nomad-
ic herders and local farm-
ers over land, grazing and
water.

The attack hit the Agatu
area on Sunday when lo-
cals were just closing up
the market after trading, a
police spokeswoman said.

Systemic collapse: Pro-Trump protesters storming the U.S.

Capitol in Washington on January 6.

planning and equipment for
law enforcement and to
streamline intelligence gath-
ering among federal agen-
cies.

As a bipartisan effort, the
report does not delve into
the root causes of the attack,
including Mr. Trump’s role
as he called for his suppor-
ters to “fight like hell” to
overturn his election defeat
that day. It does not call the
attack an insurrection, even
though it was. And it comes
two weeks after Republicans
blocked a bipartisan, inde-
pendent commission that
would investigate the insur-
rection more broadly.

“This report is important
in the fact that it allows us to
make some immediate im-
provements to the security
situation here in the Capi-
tol,” said Michigan Senator

=REUTERS

Gary Peters, the chairman of
the Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs Com-
mittee, which conducted the
probe along with the Senate
Rules Committee.

The report details hours
of calls between officials in
the Capitol and the Penta-
gon as the then-chief of the
Capitol Police, Steven Sund,
desperately begged for help.

It finds that the Pentagon
spent hours “mission plan-
ning” and seeking multiple
layers of approvals as Capitol
Police were being over-
whelmed and brutally bea-
ten by the rioters.

The Senators also criticise
the FBI and the Homeland
Security Department for
downplaying online threats
and for not issuing intelli-
gence bulletins that help law
enforcement plan.

Macron slapped in the
face during walkabout

Incident draws widespread condemnation

REUTERS
PARIS

French President Emma-
nuel Macron was slapped in
the face while greeting a
crowd in southeast France
on Tuesday, a security scare
that drew widespread con-
demnation ahead of region-
al elections this month.

Video footage on social
media showed Mr. Macron
approach a barrier to meet
and shake hands with vo-
ters, where a man in a green
T-shirt took hold of his el-
bow and said a few words
before slapping him.

Mr. Macron’s bodyguards
quickly intervened and two
people were detained after-

Emmanuel Macron

wards, local officials said.

Two 28-year-old men liv-
ing in the region are being
questioned, the local pro-
secutor’s office said, but “at
this stage of questioning,
their motives remain
unknown.”
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CENTRE FOR DEVELOPMENT OF
IMAGING TECHNOLOGY [C-DIT)
Thiruvananthapuram-27
Ph: 0471-2380910/912

E-TENDER NOTICE

e-tender is invited for the
Supply of Testing Equipment
= Civilf Electrical, For details
and onling submission of bid please
visit www. etenders. kerala.gov.in

Last date of submission of
bid: 22.06.2021, 03.00 PM.

UNIDENTIFIED DEAD BODY

An unknown male

aged about 60 years shown in the photograph,
who was found under a bad physical condition at
T 06724 Kollam-Chennai Egmore special express
train which arrived on Railway Platform Number 1

person named Gopal and

same family, according to
London Mayor Ed Holder.

Tender id: 2021_COIT_425405_1

O7.06.2021 Registrar, C-DIT

WITd WIHIT Government of India A
safty AW Department of Space SALE /1-"6

dafry g indian Space Research Organisation
*‘1' a'll;:lw:ncr APPLICATIONS CENTRE
HFHYWE Ahmedabad 380 015
IO HaHt Y= Cancellation Notice
faat® o6.08.2016 & RAWE H.¥F-3F :02:2016 F
U5 ®IE-04 & W itmRE e st
(e W) ¥ 1 FifE F ool @ w B e
13 vacancies for recruitment to the post of Scientist/Engineer-
SC (Computer Science) notified vide Post Code — 04 of Advt,
No. SAC-DECU:02:2016 dated 06.08.2016 stands cancelled,

) Tl Sd/-
WU, . Ud W.W. Head PEGA

AT PR UiRYg, Ulell (A51.)

AICTIRIGR AT TS &led, eIt & 9, areft, fimars - 306401
Cltha 02932 221301, -8 : emcpah@yahoo co.in, 3gaTEe : www.mepali.com
Puich : 0,12 () fipr/ 2021 /469 f&Aie: 01.06.2021

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
TR URYG, Teft BT 3R F o TRPR & R o 5 dfiga wagat @ Selection
of Concessionaire for Repair/Retrofit, Develop, Operate & Transfer (RDOT) by
converting existing Government funded vacant houses into Affordable Rental
Housing Complexes (ARHCs), Model-1 for a period of 25 years @wf &g Request For
Proposal (RFP) amifiict <t Sircft 21 age famtiar 08.06.2021 3 i 30.06.2021 T
T BTG STHT T el & e faATeh 06.07.2021 1 Wit S| Iar RFP & Pre-
Bid Meeting @1 i faeies 07.06.2021 T SreigeTeRad! drfer 5 @1 I g1
TGP WP RFP § T oy faRur gewase hitp://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in,
https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, https://www.arhc.mohua.gov.in qerr
reTEEIIEREdl b

Hwaﬁwélwmlzﬁ{sﬁ@ﬂw
DLBZ122WSOBUS455®%UEY3TT§3‘TZIJZ1 DLB_224786_12! arfRrems arferrdt
Raj.Samwad/C/1913/2021-22  3mger, 7R ufRyg, reft TR IRy, Trelt

Y\ GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH

Department of Fisheries

No.1751J1/2020, ADVERTISEMENT .0 7.06.2021
Leading vendors/ Suppliers/ agencies/ companies are called for Request
for Proposals (RFP) for selection of agency for the two ways
communication & Tracking devices for Marine Fishing Crafts (Motorized &
Mechanized Boats) in EEZ including territorial waters of A.P.

The detailed RFP documents can be downloaded from the website of
https://tender.apeprocurement.gov.in and www.fisheries.ap.gov.in from
10-06-2021 and the last date for submission of bid is 25-06-2021. For more
details contact: Office of the Commissioner of Fisheries, A.P., Vijayawada.
Website: www.fisheries.ap.gov.in, email: apfisheriestender@gmail.com.
DIPR 139PP/CL, Dt: 08-06-2021  Sd/- Commissioner of Fisheries (FAC)

at Ra|Iway station Thiruvananthapuram on 19/03/2021, 16.10
hrs was brought to General Hospital Thiruvananthapuram and
died on 22/05/2021 03.20 Hrs. In connection with this a case
was registered at Railway Police Station Thiruvananthapuram
as Crime No. 15/2021 U/S 174 CrPc. If anyone obtained the
where about of the above said deceased person please inform
to the nearest Police Station or the Govt. Railway Police Station
Thiruvananthapuram Kerala.
Contact No: 9497981113, 04712331258
Station House Officer,
Railway Police Station, Thiruvananthapuram

850/F2/2021/|&PRD
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NETAJI SUBHAS UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOL(
NDIRA GANDHI DELHI TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY FOR

&

NOMEN

Admission Announcement for
MBA Programme 2021

Online applications are invited for admission to two-year full-time MBA

Programme (2021-23 batch) of the following Departments of Universities

established by Govt. of NCT of Delhi.

* Delhi School of Management (DTU Main Campus)

 University School of Management & Entrepreneurship (DTU East
Delhi Campus)

* Department of Management Studies, Netaji Subhas University of
Technology (NSUT Main Campus)

* Department of Management, Indira Gandhi Delhi Technical
University for Women (IGDTUW)-Open Only for Women Candidates

Eligibility Criteria: A candidate who has passed any graduate

examination with 60% marks in aggregate from a recognized university

with valid CAT-2020/CMAT-2021 score is eligible to apply. For relaxation

of eligibility criteria applicable to different categories/sub-categories, refer

brochure of respective universities. Those who are appearing in final

semester examination may also apply, provided that they submit the proof

of eligibility by a specific date declared by the University.

Information Brochure and Application Form: The candidates should

visit www.cmac.admissions.nic.in to download the information brochure

and fill online application form.

Opening of online application form 9" June 2021

Last date of filling online application form 30" June, 2021

E-mail to helpdesk.cmacdelhi@gmail.com

A ND-NDE
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World Bank sees India growing by 8.3%

Lender says forecast, however, masks damage from COVID second wave; pegs global growth at 5.6%

MARKET WATCH

08-06-2021 % CHANGE

Sensex 52,275 -0.10
US Dollar 72.89 -0.12
Gold 49134 2.13
Brent oil 71.57 0.13
PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports 874.20. -4.40
Asian Paints 2926.25 -6.85
Axis Bank 746.35 -4.75
Bajaj Auto 4269.90....... 20.15
Bajaj Finserv 11733.10.....-95.45
Bajaj Finance 5755.40 25.65
Bharti Airtel 546.80......10.35
BPCL 487.45 6.05
Britannia Ind 3601.75 59.15
Cipla 953.75......13.95
Coal India 156.00. -0.25
Divis Lab 4241.20 11.25
Dr Reddys Lab 5274.75......55.55
Eicher Motors 2763.80 9.35
Grasim Ind 1503.15 2.15
HCL Tech 967.20.......17.60
HDFC 2554.50 31.25
HDFC Bank 1483.05 16.80
HDFC Life 689.70 9.60
Hero MotoCorp 3055.95 3.70
Hindalco 387.75 -7.25
Hind Unilever 2359.00.......19.70
ICICI Bank 642.40 -5.80
Indusind Bank 1020.15 -5.05
Infosys 1412.95 23.30
Indian OilCorp 116.70. 2.00
ITC 213.65 2.20
JSW Steel 707.50 -8.25
Kotak Bank 1793.55.....-21.35
L&T 1549.15 -8.65
M&M 807.85 4.00
Maruti Suzuki 7336.75 61.10
Nestle India Ltd. ... 17482.60.....-49.95
NTPC 116.20 -0.20
ONGC 124.80 -0.35
PowerGrid Corp 234.05 -2.20
Reliance Ind 2214.60 12.80
SBI Life 979.85 -8.65
State Bank 427.20 -5.05
Shree Cement 28955.35...-200.45
Sun Pharma 678.75 3.40
Tata  Consumer
Products Ltd. 710.45......10.50
Tata Motors 352.75 7.25
Tata Steel 1111.10.....-17.60
TCS 3200.15......16.95
Tech Mahindra 1057.75......23.35
Titan 1712.50 27.40
UltraTech Cement.....6794.40......-55.25
UPL 853.55 3.05
Wipro 550.60 2.35

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on June 08

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL

US Dollar 72.69.....73.01
Euro 88.54.......88.96
British Pound 102.83...103.32
Japanese Yen (100) . 66.41 66.70
Chinese Yuan 11.36......11.41
Swiss Franc 81.07.....81.48
Singapore Dollar 54.92 55.17
Canadian Dollar 60.16.......60.46
Malaysian Ringitt 17.63 17.72

Source:Indian Bank

Mercedes-Benz unveils
Maybach SUV at ¥2.43 cr.

MUMBALI

Mercedes-Benz India has
forayed into the ultra-
luxurious SUV segment with
the introduction of
Mercedes-Maybach GLS 600
4MATIC, the first-ever SUV in
the Maybach range. It has
been introduced at starting
prices of ¥2.43 crore ex-
showroom all India. Fifty
customers have booked the
SUV so far, the company said.

Ashok Leyland effects
senior level changes
CHENNAI

Ashok Leyland has made
senior-level organisational
changes to strengthen the
sustainability agenda
through its Environment,
Social and Governance (ESG)
initiatives. N.V. Balachander
president, human resources,
communication and CSR, will
lead the sustainability
agenda as president - ESG.
Amanpreet Singh has been
appointed as president and
head of HR. He is currently
vice-president, Group HR.

VA Tech Wabag Q4 profit
surges to ¥33 crore
CHENNALI

VA Tech Wabag Ltd., a water
and waste-water treatment
solutions provider, reported
net profit for the quarter
ended March surged to ¥33
crore from 1.4 crore in the
year-earlier period. Revenue
jumped to ¥700 crore (3491
crore). Order book stood at
more than ¥9,500 crore. "We
are poised to generate value
for our stakeholders with
almost 10,000 crore orders
to execute,” said Rajiv
Mittal,managing director.

'Preserve CCTV footage
of demonetisation days’
MUMBAI

The RBI on Tuesday asked
banks to preserve the CCTV
recordings of their branches
and currency chests from
November 8, 2016, to
December 30, 2016, to assist
enforcement agencies to
take action against those
involved in illegal activities
during the demonetisation
period. On the basis of
various inputs, the agencies
started probing illegal
accumulation of new
currency notes. e

cM
K

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN
WASHINGTON DC
India’s economy is expected
to grow by 8.3% in the fiscal
year that began in April 2021,
the World Bank forecast in
its June 2021 Global Econom-
ic Prospects rteleased on
Tuesday. The forecast, ho-
wever, masked the signifi-
cant expected economic
damage caused by the “enor-
mous” second wave of CO-
VID-19, the Bank said.
Raising its projection for
global growth, the bank said
the world economy would
expand at 5.6% in 2021, the
fastest post-recession growth
rate in 80 years, under-
pinned by U.S. stimulus
spending and faster growth
in China. Observing that glo-
bal output would still end up
2% below pre-pandemic pro-
jections by the year end, the
development lender said

Leave your [
, Footwear , (
CoviD -19

VACCINE
NO STOCK

Widening gap: 'Highly unequal’ access to vaccines is a factor

in the uneven global recovery, says World Bank.

“highly unequal” access to
COVID-19 vaccines was a fac-
tor in the uneven recovery.
“In India, an enormous
second COVID-19 wave is un-
dermining the sharper-than-
expected rebound in activity

63 Moons to challenge
Piramal-DHFL resolution

‘Plan is against NCD holders’ interests’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI
63 Moons Technologies said
it will challenge the order of
the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT), Mumbai al-
lowing Piramal Group to ac-
quire DHFL under the IBC.
“63 Moons believes the
current resolution plan is
contrary to law and against
the interest of all DHFL’s
creditors, including NCD
holders,” it contended.
“DHFL’s  administrator
has filed applications for the
recovery of almost 345,000
crore under the IBC against
promoters and other per-
sons,” 63 Moons said, adding
that the 345,000 crore must
be paid to the defrauded
parties who are creditors.
“Instead, the resolution

LIC weighs on
life insurers’
performance

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

Life insurers have reported
a 5.55% decline in first-year
premium at 312,976.99
crore for May, a perfor-
mance dragged down by
market leader LIC’s 12.4%
lower mobilisation, and
coming on the back of lock-
down restrictions across
most States.

LIC’s showing effectively
shadowed the perfor-
mance by private players,
who together posted a
14.2% increase in the pre-
mium at 34,029.35 crore,
as against 33,527.48 crore
in the year-earlier period.

The first-year premium
of LIC, which accounts for
more than 60% of the mar-
ket share, stood at
%8,947.64 crore (%10,211.53
crore), the new business
statement of life insurers
released by IRDAI showed.

plan favours the resolution
applicant” Piramal Group,
allowing it to reap the bene-
fits of recoveries, it held.
Ascribing a value of 31 to
the recoveries of fraud
where claims were in excess
of 45,000 crore “creates
unjust enrichment of the
buyer” at the cost of credi-
tors, 63 Moons argued.
“Piramal has bid only for
the current value of DHFL
which does not include the
amounts taken away fraudu-
lently. Hence, the recoveries
must come to creditors on-
ly,” it said. 63 Moons, which
holds over 3200 crore of
DHFL’s NCDs, had filed an
application in the NCLT, de-
manding the payment of
fraudulent transaction re-
covery benefits to creditors.

= FILE PHOTO

seen during the second half
of FY2020/21, especially in
services. With surging CO-
VID-19 cases, foot traffic
around work and retail spac-
es has again slowed to more
than one-third below pre-

Franklin
Templeton
to move SAT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI
Franklin Templeton Asset
Management (India) said it
strongly disagreed with the
findings of SEBI’s order in
the case of winding up of 6
debt schemes in 2020 and
has decided to challenge
the direction in Securities
Appellate Tribunal (SAT).
SEBI barred the entity
from unveiling any new
debt scheme for two years
and imposed Z5-crore pe-
nalty for violating norms.
Also, it has been asked
to refund investment man-
agement and advisory fees
of over 3512 crore. A Fran-
klin Templeton spokesper-
son said, “We strongly dis-
agree with the findings in
the order and intend to file
an appeal with the SAT.”

[P Rings, UK's Eminox to

develop exhaust systems
JV to address X8,000-crore market

N. ANAND

CHENNAI

IP Rings Ltd. (IPRL), a part
of the Amalgamations

Group, and U.K.-based Emi-
nox have signed an agree-
ment to set up an innova-
tion and technology centre
here with an initial invest-
ment of 20 crore.

IPRL is a major player in
the Indian automotive, agri-
culture and power-genera-
tion components and equip-
ment markets while Eminox
is a leading European de-
signer and manufacturer of
exhaust and emissions con-
trol systems for heavy-duty
vehicles and equipment.

Ram Venkataramani, MD,
IPRL and Mark Runciman,
MD, Eminox Ltd., signed the
pact recently. The joint ven-
ture will be called IPR —
Eminox Technology Centre.
Mr. Runciman will head the

Jobs outlook likely to
be stable for 3 months’

54% employers to hire in June: survey

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

India’s employment outlook
would be more or less stable
for the next three months of
calendar 2021, a survey by
ManpowerGroup Employ-
ment Outlook  Survey
showed.

Workforce gains are anti-
cipated in 6 of the 7 industry
sectors during the upcom-
ing quarter. While the tran-
sportation and utilities sec-
tor would be the strongest
job market with a net em-
ployment outlook of +10%,
the outlook for the services
sector would be +7%.

However, mining and
construction sector em-
ployers are expected to trim
payrolls, reporting a weak
outlook of (-)2%, the survey
conducted across 1,303 en-
terprises revealed.

»

The strongest hiring pace
was recorded in the medi-
um-sized organisations fol-
lowed by large enterprises.

About 54% of the respon-
dents said they would hire
in June 2021, while 46% did
not know when they would
resume regular hiring.

About 40% expected to
have their employees work
from home full time, while
38% wanted to have either
flexible or condensed work
hours for their employees.

The innovation
and technology
centre will entail
initial investment
of 20 crore

JV. Eminox and IPRL would
develop exhaust after-treat-
ment systems for India in
compliance with emerging
legislation, with a highly ta-
lented pool of engineers and
senior management.

The addressable market
size is ¥6,000 crore for light,
medium and heavy com-
mercial vehicles and 32,000
crore for off-highway appli-
cations, said IPRL officials.

“We have very ambitious
plans with IPRL to develop
and supply EATS for a range
of diesel and CNG engines
used off-road and on-road
across the Indian market,”
said Jog Lall, OE sales & mar-
keting director, Eminox.
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Urban
Company to
scale up hiring

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Urban Company on Tues-
day said it would hire more
than 100 engineers in the
current financial year
along with various leaders
across verticals, as it plans
to drive technological in-
novation in the home ser-
vices industry.

“These hirings will drive
our next growth phase, en-
able the build of deep tech
and help us invest in data
science and developing
tech playbooks,” said co-
founder Raghav Chandra.

The company also an-
nounced the appointment
of Amit Das as V-P, Design
& Research, and Rish-
abhdhwaj Singh as V-P, En-
gineering. Urban Company
had recently announced
raising Series F funding of
$255 million.

pandemic levels since
March, in part due to greater
restrictions on mobility,” the
bank noted.

‘Collapse and recovery’
Economic activity in India
would likely follow a similar
but less pronounced ‘col-
lapse and recovery’ trend
seen during the first wave,
the bank said in its outlook.

“The pandemic will un-
dermine consumption and
investment as confidence re-
mains depressed and ba-
lance sheets damaged.
Growth in FY2022/23 is ex-
pected to slow to 7.5% re-
flecting lingering impacts of
COVID-19 on household, cor-
porate and bank balance
sheets; possibly low levels of
consumer confidence; and
heightened uncertainty on
job and income prospects,”
the global lender added.

For the world as a whole,
losses to per capita income
would not be reversed by
2022 for some two-thirds of
emerging market and deve-
loping economies, the bank
said. Low income countries
that had lagged in vaccina-
tions had witnessed a rever-
sal in poverty reduction,
with the pandemic exacer-
bating insecurity and other
long-standing challenges.

“While there are welcome
signs of global recovery, the
pandemic continues to in-
flict poverty and inequality
on people in developing
countries,” World Bank
Group President David Mal-
pass said in a press release.

“Globally coordinated ef-
forts are essential to acceler-
ate vaccine distribution and
debt relief, particularly for
low-income countries,” Mr.
Malpass added.

‘Free vaccines to States
to add just X10,000-cr.

Fiscal deficit to widen by only 0.4%: UBS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI
The government’s move to
supply free coronavirus vac-
cines to the States for univer-
sal inoculation and extend
free rations to help the poor
tide over the pandemic will
only add an additional 40
basis points (bps) of GDP to
fiscal deficit, says a report.
The increased allocation
of free vaccines to all above
18 years coupled with ex-
tending free foodgrain sup-
plies through rations will
add only 40 bps to the over-
all fiscal deficit in FY22,
which poses upside risks to
the estimated of 6.8% of
GDP, Tanvee Gupta-Jain,
economist at UBS Securities
India, wrote in a note.
Assuming an average

price of T150/dose, with a si-
milar amount incurred on
logistics and supply charges,
we estimate the total fiscal
cost to the Centre will be
340,000-345,000 crore and
of this, ¥35,000 crore has al-
ready been provided for in
the Budget, which means
the Centre will have to allo-
cate a maximum of 10,000
crore for this, she said.

“Textile units in Kanpur,
Chennai-Kancheepuram
worst hit by COVID stress’

Credit to sector fell 20%: SIDBI report

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

India’s textile clusters in
Kanpur and Chennai-Kan-
cheepuram have been worst
hit by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, with the highest pro-
portion of loans turning de-
linquent by December
2020, according to a report.

The country’s textiles in-
dustry has been in trouble
since the national lockdown
imposed in March last year,
with outstanding credit to
the sector falling 20% year-
on-year by December 2020
and loans to export units
falling by a sharper 25%, ac-
cording to a SIDBI-CRIF re-
port on the sector released
on Tuesday.

The textiles and apparel
industry provides direct and
indirect employment to an
estimated 10.5 crore Indians
and contributes 2% to GDP.

Arecent short survey car-
ried out by SIDBI of textile
units in Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana and Guja-
rat revealed that the sector
also faces several operation-
al roadblocks at the ground
level, including high fuel
and raw material prices,
challenging GST norms and
delayed tax refunds.

Almost 82% of loans ex-
tended to textile units in
Kanpur had turned delin-
quent by December 2020,
with the Chennai-Kan-
cheepuram belt reporting a
delinquency rate of 42.6% of
outstanding credit. Loans
are labelled delinquent after
past dues accumulate for
more than 90 days.

‘Lowest in Ahmedabad’

The Pune-Kolhapur belt,
and the Ludhiana-Jaland-
har-Amritsar textile region
reported delinquency rates
of 32% and 29% in the same
period. Ahmedabad and Ti-

ruppur-Coimbatore-Madu-

rai recorded the lowest pro-
portion of loans going bad,
at 8.24% and 8.6%, respec-
tively, compared with the
overall delinquency rate of
16.4% in the textiles sector.

Among micro, small and
medium textile enterprises,
the textiles cluster in Punjab
reported the highest delin-
quencies at almost 25%, fol-
lowed by Chennai-Kan-
cheepuram (23.6%) and
Hyderabad-Guntur (22.8%).

The SIDBI survey found
that ongoing changes in the
GST portal and filing of re-
turns has created confusion
for units, with exporters
stating that getting Integrat-
ed GST refunds is a ‘major
challenge’. The lack of clari-
ty on the export benefits
that would accrue under the
new Remission of Duties
and Taxes on Export Pro-
ducts (RoDTEP) scheme,
isn’t helping.

Most units said access to
working capital was a chal-
lenge and cash flows were
constrained, while ‘ever-in-
creasing fuel prices’ have es-
calated transport costs. The
rise in yarn and other raw
material prices, and fluc-
tuating cotton prices, are al-
so difficult to cope with,
even as export orders have
slowed down due to CO-
VID-19, the survey found.

OBIT & REMEMBRANCE

IN MEMORIAM

56 NDA COURSE

Passed out from National Defence Academy, Khadakwasla, Pune on 9th June 1979.

The Iconic Course where all the three Chiefs today are Coursemates

N
NEMORIAM
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Alpha

Wg Cdr A Gode, Wg Cdr DK Shukla, Capt YV Prasad

Brave

Cmde J Moses, Sqn Ldr M Nagendra, Lt AK Raghava, Capt KA Ramana, Lt Col SS Soin,
Fit Cdt AS Malhotra, Fit Lt N Sridhar, 2nd Lt SK Chawla, Wg Cdr AM Hameed

Charlie

Flt Lt CM Shivkumar, Lt Col H Pahwa, Flt Lt AG Narahari, Col SN Jha

Delta
Wg Cdr C Vinodkumar, Lt (IN) SG Pynumootil, Capt (IN) P Baokar, Capt Gurpreet Singh

Echo
Cmde DS Chhillar, Col B Yadav, Lt SK Mahakal, Lt ] Rajkhowa, Col S Maira, RAdm S8 Jamwal,

Fg Offr S Kaul, Maj KV Thomas

Fox

Col NK Jha, Gp Capt KR Rathindranath, Maj CM Vishwanathan

Galf

Lt Col SK Rathore , Fg Offr PB Madhavan, Maj J Pandian, Col AV Dhuri, Maj SK Agnihotri
Hunter

Maj A Sahore, Brig S Gracias, Maj Manohar Singh, Maj SR Nayak

Juliet

Sgn Ldr UK Baweja, Flt Lt RK Singh, Fit Cdt AM Prasad, Capt A Pradhan, Capt N Gorti,

Capt MK Singh, Col S Jakhar

Kilo

Cmde SP Yadav, Col MB Ravindranath, Maj A Pradhan,
Sub Lt Mosaati SF, Maj Gen Sarabjeet Singh

Lima

Col RK Popli, Fit Lt SK Bhukar
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Forever missed with love by

Col David Devasahayam and
All Coursemates of the
56 NDA Course

In memory of your loved ones
To dedicate a space in this section, Please contact:
011-43579797
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. &
For Placing Advertisements Online log on to

www.thehinduads.com
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Historic highs for Zidansek, Pavlyuchenkova

Reach Grand Slam last-four for the first time; defending champions Swiatek, Nadal stay on course

IN BRIEF

‘Milkha has shown
continuous
improvement’

CHANDIGARH

Legendary Indian sprinter
Milkha Singh's battle with
COVID-19 at PGIMER's
Intensive Care Unit completed
its sixth day on Tuesday amid
continuous improvement in
his condition. "...there is
continuous improvement in
the condition of sprint icon
Shri Milkha Singh Ji, who has
been admitted in the
Intensive Care Unit of the
NHE Block of PGIMER since
June 3 and getting treated for
COVID-19," PGIMER official
spokesperson Prof. Ashok
Kumar said. pmi

—L

Robinson has team's full
support, says Anderson
LONDON

Veteran England pacer James
Anderson says the team has
unanimously accepted Ollie
Robinson's apology for
posting racist and sexist
tweets as a teenager nine
years ago. "He stood up in
front of the group and
apologised and you could see
how sincere he was and upset
he was. He's done a lot of
maturing and growing since
then, and he's got the full
support of the team,” said
Anderson. pTi

Sm—
Hasan, Jayawickrama and
Mushfiqur nominated
DUBAI
Pakistan pacer Hasan Ali, in
pic, Sri Lankan spinner
Praveen Jayawickrama and
Bangladesh wicketkeeper-
batsman Mushfiqur Rahim
were on Tuesday nominated
for the ICC men's Player of
the Month award for May. The
ICC also nominated Kathryn
Bryce of Scotland and Irish
duo of Gaby Lewis and Leah
Paul for women's honours. i

|
i

CA adds six players to
preliminary squad
MELBOURNE

Cricket Australia, concerned
that top players might opt

ROLAND-GARROS

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS

Before the French Open,
Tamara Zidansek had never
advanced past the second
round at any Grand Slam.
The former snowboarder
has now become the first wo-
man representing Slovenia
to reach the semifinals at a
Major.

Spurred on by the vocal
support of her coaching
team on Court Philippe Cha-
trier, the 85th-ranked Zidan-
sek defeated Spanish rival
Paula Badosa 7-5, 4-6, 8-6
Tuesday at the clay-court
tournament.

“It feels overwhelming,”
she said.

The French Open is the
only remaining Grand Slam
where tiebreakers are not
played in the last set. Wim-
bledon recently installed tie-
breakers at 12-12 in the final
set.

Losing it

After splitting the first two
sets, Badosa violently threw
her racket in anger at the
changeover after Zidansek
held for a 6-5 lead in the
third.

She regained her compo-
sure, but Zidansek then
saved three break points to
take a 7-6 lead and converted
her second match point with
a big forehand in the next
game. Zidansek’s next oppo-
nent at the clay-court event
will be Anastasia Pavlyu-
chenkova, another first-time
semifinalist.

Pavlyuchenkova came out

[ndians to get time to switch off -
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WEDNESDAY’S PICKS:

Men: 3-Nadal vs 10-Schwartzman

. = Maiden Grand Slam semi-
final for Pavlyuchenkova,
snapping a six-match run in
Major quarterfinals without
victory

Last eight opponents

Nadal and Schwartzman
are the only two remaining
in the men's draw who are
yet to lose a set this edition

Defending singles cham-

pion Swiatek has entered
the doubles semifinal for
the second straight year

Zidansek, prior to her

(, 1 didn’t feel
myself in
the whole match.
I couldn’t control
the nerves during
the entire match.
But at least I
fought until the
last moment and
had my chances.
Credit to her

BADOSA, AFTER HER TIGHT

won three main draw

(2020 French Open)

semifinal run, had only

"
‘-t: matches from eight Grand
-~ Slam appearances. At 85,
- sheis also the lowest-ranked

THREE-SET LOSS
(' 1 knew
before the
match thatit’s
going tobe a
tough battle. I was
aset and 4-2 up,
she came back,

1-Djokovic vs 9-Berrettini

(night session, 11.30 p.m. IST)
Women: 8-Swiatek vs 17-Sakkari

24-Gauff vs Krejcikova

on top of another tense bat-
tle to rally past her doubles
partner Elena Rybakina 6-7
(2), 6-2, 9-7. The 31st-seeded
Russian had lost at this stage
10 years ago at Roland Gar-
ros and was 0-6 in Grand
Slam quarterfinals before
taking to the court.

“Mentally it was really,
really hard this morning,”
she said. “Especially since I
needed to play Elena. But
this is tennis, we both want-
ed to win. The key was to be
able to return her serve.”

Pavlyuchenkova did it
well and converted six of 17
break points against her rival
and friend.

Earlier on Monday, de-

fending champion Iga Swia-
tek reached the quarterfinals
after beating unseeded 18-
year-old Marta Kostyuk of
Ukraine 6-3, 6-4 in the fourth
round.

Kostyuk saved one match
point on her second serve at
30-40 as she held in the
ninth game of the second
set.

Smart lob

That forced Swiatek to serve
out the match and she
clinched victory with a smart
lob from the net.

Swiatek has now won 22
straight sets at Roland Gar-
ros, including her run to the
title last year. She next faces

Will have a three-week break between WTC final, England series

CRICKET

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LONDON

The Indian team manage-
ment has decided to give a
three-week break to its
players after the World Test
Championship (WTC) final
in a bid to address the men-
tal fatigue that might be trig-
gered by lengthy spells in a
bio-bubble.

The WTC final against
New Zealand will be held
from June 18-22 at the Ageas
Bowl in Southampton and
the members of the Indian

squad will disperse for close
to three weeks (20 days) be-
fore regrouping on July 14 to
prepare for the five-match
series against England start-
ing in Nottingham on Aug. 4.

“As skipper Virat Kohli
and coach Ravi Shastri had
told the media at the pre-de-
parture press conference,
there will be a break. There
is a six-week gap between
WTC final and the opening
Test against England and we
had to address the issue of
players’ well-being. Within
the UK, they can disperse
off, go for a holiday, meet

friends and family,” said a se-
nior BCCI official.

“Most of them have come
to the UK many times and
have friends and acquain-
tances around the country.
It’s only fair that they can
switch off,” said the source.

Officials for WTC final

England's Richard Illing-
worth and Michael Gough
will be the on-field umpires
for the WTC final. Richard
Kettleborough will be the TV
umpire and Alex Wharf the
fourth official. Chris Broad
will be the match referee.

There were six first-time

Slam quarterfinalists in
the women's draw, an Open
Era record for ladies. Only
Swiatek and Pavlyuchenko-
va had prior experience

out of the limited-overs tours
of the West Indies and
Bangladesh due to "bubble
fatigue”, has added six
cricketers to its preliminary
squad for the upcoming
assignments, beginning July
10. Australia's white-ball
squad swelled to 29 after the
selection committee called up
Ben McDermott, Dan
Christian, Cameron Green,
Ashton Turner, Wes Agar and
Nathan ElLlis. p1i

Cricket’s practices are held together by

B

BETWEEN WICKETS

SURESH MENON

he badminton great Prakash Pa-

dukone once pulled up a young-
ster for literally toying with an op-
ponent, playing trick shots,
pretending to smash and occasion-
ally holding his racquet in the
wrong hand. It was a friendly
match, yet Prakash called the
youngster aside and told him that a
sportsman should never disrespect
an opponent.

All sports have ways of dealing
with unsportsmanlike conduct.
The ‘diver’ in football, the racquet
abuser in tennis, the player show-
ing dissent at an umpire’s decision
in cricket all have to pay the price.
Whole books have been written
about golf etiquette. There are rules
and then something called ‘spirit’.

What is legal may not always be
acceptable. When Trevor Chappell
bowled an underarm delivery to
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the New Zealander Brian McKech-
nie to prevent him from hitting a six
to win the match, it was within the
laws, but it caused a scandal. The
Australian skipper Greg Chappell
said later that all his frustrations
had boiled over on that day. The
authorities quickly banned the un-
derarm delivery.

Unsportsmanlike behaviour

Similarly, a bowler running out
the non-striker who is backing up is
within the laws, but it never fails to
provoke a discussion on unsport-
smanlike behaviour when it hap-
pens.

“Like other forms of life, cricket
is the outcome of informal social
contract,” writes Mike Brearley in
Spirit of Cricket. “It’s practices are
held together and supported by a
set of mostly tacit agreements, all
part of our legacy from past genera-
tions.

Entering the world of cricket is to
enter such traditions and expecta-
tions, and feel safe enough within
them...”

The philosopher David Papineau
points to an interesting anomaly in
what is acceptable. “While it would

»
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Welcome break: The Indians can cool off after the WTC final. =riLE PHOTO

be disgraceful for a cricketer to
claim a catch he hasn’t made,” he
writes, “this is morally quite accep-
table in a baseball player.” The ex-
planation lies in the difference bet-
ween morality and convention,
says Papineau.

Bowlers goading a batsman into
doing something irrational — like
suddenly jumping out to loft a spin-
ner — happens more often than is
acknowledged. It borders on the
edge of the acceptable, but once
wives and girlfriends come into the
conversation, then it tips over into
the other side.

The Preamble was written into
the Laws of Cricket in 2000. It had
417 words. In 2017, it was cut to 163.
Mike Brearley has suggested a 39-
word version: All those involved in
cricket should respect the integrity
of the game. On the field, and off it,
the spirit of cricket asks us to ‘play
hard but fair’. And let’s not lose the
essence of the word ‘play’.

Sunil Gavaskar responds

On a different topic, Sunil Gavaskar
has reacted to last week’s column
saying he wasn’t throwing a tantrum
when he batted left-handed in a Ran-

I was struggling
alittle bit but I
managed to get
[into] my groove

ZIDANSEK, AFTER BEATING
BADOSA

17th-seeded Greek Maria Sak-
kari, who reached her first
Grand Slam quarterfinal.

Swiatek continued to im-
press in doubles too as she
and partner Bethanie Mat-
tek-Sands beat the 11th-seed-
ed pair of Darija Jurak and
Andreja Klepac 6-3, 6-2 in the
quarterfinals.

Unrelenting run
Rafael Nadal reached the
French Open quarterfinals
for the 15th time on Monday
to stay on course for a 14th
title and record-setting 21st
Grand Slam with his biggest
challenge posed by blinding
stadium lights.

Third seed Nadal downed

Temporary
truce reached,
SLC names
squad for
England tour

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
COLOMBO

The Sri Lankan cricketers
have agreed to compete
against England on a tour-
specific contract, but
would not sign the annual
contracts unless Sri Lanka
Cricket (SLC) explained the
evaluation process.

The Minister of Youth
and Sports, Namal Raja-
paksa, gave his approval
for the chosen Sri Lanka
squad. It is scheduled to
play three T20Is and as ma-
ny ODIs between June 18
and July 4.

The squad: Kusal Perera
(Capt.), Kusal Mendis, Da-
nushka Gunathilaka, Avishka
Fernando, Pathum Nissanka,
Niroshan Dickwella, Dhanan-
jaya de Silva, Oshada Fernan-
do, Charith Asalanka, Dasun
Shanaka, Wanindu Hasaranga,
Ramesh Mendis, Chamika Ka-
runaratne, Dhananjaya Laksh-
an, Ishan Jayaratne, Dush-
mantha Chameera, Isuru
Udana, Asitha Fernando, Nu-
wan Pradeep, Shiran Fernan-
do, Lakshan Sandakan, Akila

19-year-old Jannik Sinner 7-5,
6-3, 6-0 and goes on to face
10th-seeded Diego Schwartz-
man of Argentina who he de-
feated in the semifinals last
year.

Nadal hit 31 winners while
Sinner claimed just 10 points
in the third set. Nadal has
now won 104 matches at Ro-
land Garros against just two
defeats since his 2005 debut
while Monday’s victory ex-
tended his run of consecu-
tive sets won to 35.

“I started well but was a
little too defensive. I gave
him the chance to come in-
side the court and play his
best shots. That was a mis-
take,” said Nadal after reach-
ing a 44th Slam last-eight.

Baffled

Despite Monday’s match be-
ing played in bright sun-
shine, Nadal was baffled as to
why the lights inside Court
Philippe Chatrier —were
switched on.

“I don’t know why they
put the lights on that early.
We used to have TV before
we had the lights on. I saw
plenty of matches here, and
from the TV the quality of
the image was great without
the lights,” said Nadal.

Paula Badosa (Esp) 7-5, 4-6, 8-6.

Marta Kostyuk (Ukr) 6-3, 6-4.

Jannik Sinner (Ita) 7-5, 6-3, 6-0.

FIRST MATCH

June 16

vs Germany,
Munich,

FRENCH

CONNECTION

France may need to change its usual
slow-burn approach to tournaments at Euro
2020, but with the unexpected inclusion

of Karim Benzema in the squad, the world
champion has what it takes to go all the way

GOALKEEPERS: Hugo Lloris, Mike

Maignan, Steve Mandanda

DEFENDERS: Lucas Digne, Leo Dubois,
Lucas Hernandez, Presnel Kimpembe,

Jules Kounde, Clement Lenglet, Benjamin
Pavard, Raphael Varane, Kurt Zouma

MIDFIELDERS: N'Golo Kante, Thomas
Lemar, Paul Pogba, Adrien Rabiot,

scorer

The 36-year-old Chhetri

i achieved his 74th strike with

THE RESULTS :

i desh in the joint preliminary

Quarterfinals: Women: 31-Anas- :
tasia Pavlyuchenkova (Rus) bt 21-
Elena Rybakina (Kaz) 6-7(2), 6-2, :

9-7; Tamara Zidansek (Slo) bt 33- Monday night. Messi has 73

Monday's results: Fourth round: so far.

Women: 8-lga Swiatek (Pol) bt : . L
¢ get down to counting his
Men: 3- Rafael Nadal (Esp) bt 18-
i down the line.

his brace against Bangla-

¢ qualifying round match for
i 2022 FIFA World Cup and

2023 AFC Asian Cup here on

The skipper said he will

goals probably 10 years

‘Chhetri stays as
‘humble as ever

. list, says he doesn't count his strikes. =TwITTER/INDIANFOOTBALL
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i PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

DOHA

¢ Sunil Chhetri has never
. liked counting his goals and
¢ he prefers to keep it that
: way even after surpassing
i the great Lionel Messi as the
¢ second-highest
: among active players in in-
: ternational football.

“I do not count the num-
ber of goals. 10 years later,
we will sit together, have a
chat and then count,” the
veteran said.

Instead of his goals,
Chhetri focused on the ma-
ny lessons his team will take
home from Monday’s game.
“We were guilty of missing a
lot of chances. We could
have done better. It has
been a topsy-turvy qualify-
ing campaign. We will talk
about it but I am happy that
we got three points,” Chhe-
tri said.

The India captain is just a
goal away from entering
world football’s all-time

top-10. He is behind Hun-
gary’s Sandor Kocsis, Ja-
pan’s Kunishige Kamamoto,
and Kuwait’s Bashar Abdul-
lah, who all have 75 goals.

Form guide: WD W W W
Euro appearances: 9

=

EURD2020

JUNE 11 -
JuLy 11

DID YOU KNOW?
France will be appearing
at its13th straight final
tournament

COACH:
Didier
Deschamps

KEY PLAYER
Antoine

Griezmann
The influence

of EURO 2016's
Best

Moussa Sissoko, Corentin Tolisso

FORWARDS: Wissam Ben Yedder,
Karim Benzema, Kingsley Coman, )
Ousmane Dembele, Olivier =
Giroud, Antoine Griezmann, =
Kylian Mbappe, Marcus Thuram

P

best player and
top scorer on
the team has
deepened with
time; he scored
three and set up
seven in EURO
2020 qualifying,
and has since
overtaken David
Trezeguet in
France's
all-time top

performance:
Winner in

1984,
2000

ONE TO WATCH

N'Golo Kante | coming off a fantastic
run in the Champions League knockout

stage, the diminutive Kante holds the key '
for Deschamps in France's midfield h

Dananjaya and
Jayawickrama.

Jji Trophy match against Karnataka.
Here’s his letter to me in full.

Hi Suresh,

I read your column about ambi-
dextrous athletes with great inter-
est because if there is someone real-
ly good being ambidextrous
especially as a bowler, he offers not
just an exciting sight but extra op-
tions to the captain while deciding
his playing eleven.

However [ was very disappointed
to read the bit about my batting left-
handed as not being a tactic but a
tantrum.

Worse still you have tried to fire
over the Karnataka team’s shoul-
ders by saying that they believe till
this date it was a tantrum.

Clearly your idea of the Karnata-
ka team is one of a few members
who socialise with you and not ele-
ven members as a cricket team is
supposed to be, for I know for a fact
that Raghuram Bhat who was Mum-
bai’s nemesis in that game thought
it was a great tactic to neutralize
him and did not think it was done
out of pique as many others with a
chip on their shoulders about
Mumbai cricket feel.

Obviously you were not at the

Praveen

COMPILED BY S.V. SRIRAM | SOURCE: UEFA/AGENCIES

a set of tacit agreements

ground during that time else you
would have noticed that when a
right hand bowler came on to bowl
I switched to batting right-handed
so the turning ball would hit my bo-
dy and not take the edge, which
was exactly the thinking for batting
left-handed against the left-handed
spinners Raghuram Bhat and Vi-
jaykrishna who did most of the
bowling.

If that was not a tactic, I don’t
know what cricket tactics are. Tan-
trums will only get a batsman out
more often than not and I remained
unbeaten batting left / right handed
for more than an hour.

Yes, we Mumbai cricketers are
not as brainy, intelligent or educat-
ed with impressive degrees like the
Karnataka cricketers are but our
cricket sense has always been bet-
ter than most as our Ranji Trophy
record shows.

Now that I have brought the facts
to the fore I hope you will do the
right thing and correct the errone-
ous impression about that effort
that you have created in the minds
of the readers.

Regards,

Sunil

== scorers' rankings

Only four foreigners in
playing XI from 2021-22

The reduction
from five last year
will benefit
Indian players

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

The 2021-22 Indian Super
League (ISL) season will
witness a minimum of se-
ven Indian players on the
field at any point of time,
up from the present six,
thanks to a new set of gui-
delines issued on Tuesday.

A rise in the number of
Indian players means one
spot less for foreign stars,
which will now be capped
at four.

The four foreign player
rule is in accordance with
the Asian Football Confed-
eration’s (AFC) club compe-
tition regulations. Clubs
can sign a maximum of 6 fo-

»

reign players of which one
is required to be from an
AFC member nation.

A club also has an option
to sign a foreign marquee
player within the League-
approved classifications.

However, unlike in AFC
competitions, clubs in ISL
are not mandatorily re-
quired to have an AFC
member-nation  foreign
player on the field at all
times.

The inaugural ISL edition
in 2014 had witnessed a
playing composition of six
foreigners and five Indian
players. Over the years, the
league has gradually in-
creased the spots for
Indians.

“The latest changes in
player guidelines are incor-
porated with the League’s
philosophy of bringing con-
stant improvement to In-
dia’s premier football
event,” said the ISL press
release on Tuesday.
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TV PICKS

Roland-Garros: SS Select 1&
2 (SD & HD), 2.30 p.m.

IN BRIEF

Nets steamroller
Bucks

NEW YORK

Kevin Durant had 32 points as
Brooklyn Nets rolled to its
largest playoff win in
franchise history on Monday
with a 125-86 beat down of
Milwaukee Bucks in game
two of their NBA series.

The results: Nets 125 bt
Bucks 86. Nets lead 2-0; Suns
122 bt Nuggets 105. Suns
lead 1-0.

Siddhant Banthia beats
second seed

MONASTIR (TUNISIA)

Siddhant Banthia knocked out
second seed Lee Duckhee of
Korea 6-3, 2-6, 6-4 in the
first round of the $15,000 ITF
men's tennis tournament here
on Tuesday.

Other results: $235,238 WTA,
Nottingham: First round:
Catherine McNally (US) bt
Ankita Raina 6-4, 6-3.
€132,280 Challenger,
Nottingham: First round:
Kamil Majchrzak (Pol) bt
Prajnesh Gunneswaran 6-0
(retired).

$25,000 ITF women, Madrid:
Doubles: Pre-quarterfinals:
Nicole Fossa Huergo (Ita) &
Noelia Zeballos Melgar (Bol)
bt Rebeka Masarova (Esp) &
Karman Kaur Thandi 6-4, 6-2.

Italy calls up Pessina for
injured Sensi

FLORENCE

Atalanta midfielder Matteo
Pessina was called up Monday
as a late replacement for the
injured Stefano Sensi in the
Italy squad for the upcoming
European Championship.
Sensi aggravated a muscular
injury in training last week.
The Italian soccer federation
announced that the 24-year-
old Pessina would replace
Sensi after getting the green
light from UEFA's medical
commission. ap

There is also a strong possibility of the former making the singles entry list

TENNIS

KAMESH SRINIVASAN
NEW DELHI

It was the best kept secret in
Indian women’s tennis for
some time.

The country’s top-ranked
woman player, Ankita Rai-
na, went on Instagram to an-
nounce that she would be
competing in the Tokyo
Olympics doubles event
with six-time Grand Slam
champion Sania Mirza.

“Iwill do my best to make
India proud!” Ankita stated.

Ranking
Former World No. 1 Sania
will make the Olympics en-
try on the basis of her inju-
ry-protected ranking of No.
9.

As per the rule, Sania can

make the doubles draw with
a partner ranked in the
top-300.

The 28-year-old Ankita is
183 in singles and 95 in dou-
bles. The ranking list on
June 14 will be applicable for
making the cut.

Sania had played the last
three Olympics in Beijing,
London and Rio with Su-
nitha Rao, Rushmi Chakra-
varthi and Prarthana Thom-
bare respectively.

There is also a strong pos-
sibility of Ankita making the
singles entry list in Tokyo as
the Asian Games bronze
medallist.

The gold and silver me-
dallists from China, Wang
Qiang and Shuai Zhang,
ranked 39 and 46 at the mo-
ment, could get direct entry
when 56 players are taken

[OC picks 29-member
refugee team

All the best! IOC president Thomas Bach at the unveiling of

the refugee athletes.

REUTERS
LAUSANNE

An expanded refugee team
of 29 athletes competing
across 12 sports at next
month’s Tokyo Games will
provide hope and inspira-
tion to the world, the Inter-
national Olympic Commit-
tee (I0OC) said on Tuesday.

The team, which will
compete under the Olympic
flag and include people
from countries including Sy-
ria, South Sudan, Eritrea,
Afghanistan and Iran, is al-
most three times as big as
the inaugural team at the
Rio de Janeiro 2016
Olympics.

The athletes, who will
march into the stadium dur-

FIFA imposes transfer
ban on Blasters, EB

FOOTBALL

STAN RAYAN
KOCHI

Football’s world body FIFA
has banned Indian Super
League (ISL) clubs Kerala
Blasters FC and SC East Ben-
gal from signing players from
the coming transfer window
after receiving complaints
about unpaid wages.

“The list includes Kerala
Blasters, East Bengal and
Churchill (I-League) but it is
only an issue of making the
payment (to players),” Kush-
al Das, AIFF general secre-
tary, told The Hindu on

Tuesday.

“I think there are three or
four clubs, I don’t remember
the exact details since it
comes to our legal depart-
ment. Whoever has not
made the payment, it is there
and once you make the pay-
ment the ban will be lifted.”

FIFA acts when players
complain when terms of
their contract are not ful-
filled by clubs. “They have
specified the foreign player
(who has complained to FI-
FA),” said Das. In Blasters’
case, one learns that it is its
former Slovenian striker Ma-
tej Poplatnik.

EB’S woes increase

AMITABHA DAS SHARMA
KOLKATA

East Bengal has found itself
in big trouble following the
FIFA Players’ Status Commit-
tee (PSC) barring it from
signing Indian players in the
upcoming season. With the
club already embroiled in a
dispute with its investor, the
ban will stop its team-build-
ing process ahead of the new
Indian Super League season.

The ban comes as an after-
effect of a failed tie-up with
its previous investor Quess
Corp, who quit the deal mid-
way last season (2019-20)
without making full pay-
ments to contracted players.
As the club took back the
“sporting  rights”  from
Quess, it did it without en-
suring that the investor pays
off the dues in time, accord-
ing to a senior club official
who spoke on condition of
anonymity.

With their payments fall-
ing due, some players ap-
proached the All India Foot-
ball Federation (AIFF)
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through the Football Players
Association India seeking a
resolution. Some interna-
tional players took the mat-
ter to FIFA’s PSC. The club
failed to reply convincingly
to the queries from the
world and the national bo-
dies following which the ban
came into effect.

The sanction will be re-
voked once the payments
are made but East Bengal
finds itself in a financial con-
straint as its officials are yet
to formalise the final agree-
ment with its new investor,
Shree Cement. The new in-
vestor has distanced itself
from accepting any liability
of the club existing before
September 1, 2020, the day
when the new agreement
(term sheet) was signed.

However, Shree “may con-
sider paying off the dues and
will be considered as loan to
the club. But everything will
happen only when the final
agreement is signed,” said an
official from the investor’s

side.
»

=|0C/GREG MARTIN

ing the opening ceremony
in second place behind an-
cient Games founder
Greece, were selected from
a pool of 56, supported by
Olympic scholarships from
13 different countries.

“I speak on behalf of the
entire Olympic Movement
when I say that we cannot
wait to meet you in person
and to see you compete in
Tokyo,” IOC president Tho-
mas Bach said at a virtual
presentation of the team.

“It will send a powerful
message of solidarity, resi-
lience and hope to the world
... You are an integral part of
our Olympic community,
and we welcome you with
open arms.”

into the Olympics singles
event on the basis of their
world ranking.

Before the Billie Jean King
Cup World Group play-off in
Latvia recently, Sania had
invited Ankita to Dubai for a
week-long training.

Funding

The two were soon inducted
into the Target Olympic Po-
dium Scheme (TOPS) by
Sports Authority of India
(SAI) so as to provide them
funding for  Olympic
preparation.

Thanking her employer
0il and Natural Gas Corpo-
ration (ONGC), Ankita
wrote, “the effort and hard
work put in all these years
have been fruitful with your
invaluable support and en-
couragement”.

Srihari and
Sajan’s next
attempt

SPORTS REPORTER
BENGALURU

Srihari Nataraj and Sajan
Prakash will continue their
quests for the elusive A-
mark Olympic Qualifying
Time by participating in
the Belgrade Trophy (June
19 and 20) and Sette Colli
Trophy in Rome (June 25
to 27), both FINA-accredit-
ed Olympic Qualifying
events.

Both have achieved the
B-mark times. At the Uzbe-
kistan Open in April, Sriha-
ri had clocked 54.07s in the
100m backstroke event, a
new National record which
was just 0.22s short of the
mark for Tokyo.

Sajan, chasing the A-
mark in 200m butterfly
(1:56.48s), had clocked
1:57.85s in Uzbekistan.

The team also includes
seasoned back-stroker
Maana Patel along with
youngsters Aryan Nehra,
Shoan Ganguli, Tanish
Mathew and Kenisha Gup-
ta.

The team will be accom-
panied by coaches Nihar
Ameen and Pradeep Ku-
mar.

with a new doubles partner in Ankita.

Ankita to partner Sania at the Olympics

Ready for action: Sania will take part in her fourth Olympics

=FILE PHOTO

Board discusses about
more vaccinations

REUTERS

TOKYO

Japan’s 2020 Olympics com-
mittee may seek further vac-
cine donations to make the
rescheduled Games as safe
as possible, Tokyo 2020’s
CEO Toshiro Muto said after
a executive board meeting
on Tuesday, stressing that
there had been no talk of
further delays.

“There was no talk on
that whatsoever,” he told re-
porters.Media arriving from
abroad to cover the Games
will be closely monitored
(using GPS) to ensure they
don’t leave pre-registered
areas, Tokyo 2020 President
Seiko Hashimoto said.

Roads closed

Roads were being closed
off on Tuesday around the
venues, including the new

Deepak pulls out of Poland Open

Wrestler doesn't want to aggravate elbow injury

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
WARSAW

Olympics-bound Indian
wrestler Deepak Punia, on
Tuesday, pulled out of the
Poland Open here to avoid
aggravating his left-elbow in-
jury that he carried into the
last ranking series event be-
fore the Tokyo Games. Dee-
pak was to take mat for the
86kg event but forfeited his
quarterfinal against Ameri-
can Zahid Valencia. It has
been learnt that the 2019
World Championships

bronze-medallist had suf-
fered the injury during prac-
tice a few days before leav-
ing for Warsaw.

“He did not want to aggra-
vate the injury and had in-
formed the federation that
he will take a call on compet-
ing after reaching. After as-
sessing his hand this morn-
ing, he decided not to take
the mat,” a source in the In-
dian camp said.

The Wrestling Federation
of India (WFI) confirmed the
sequence of events.

e T

Deepak Punia. =FiLe pHOTO

[OAs campaign to cheer Indian athletes

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

The Indian Olympic Associa-
tion and the Sports Authori-
ty of India, in coordination
with the various state sports
authorities, will soon jointly
organise awareness pro-
grammes as part of the na-
tionwide campaign about
the Olympics with focus on
the participation of Indian
athletes in the Tokyo Games
next month.

The campaign includes
Olympics quiz with rewards

for the winners, Olympics
dialogues \ debates, articles
etc, fan engagement drives
through best slogan \ best
digital poster \ best theme
song \ most probable medal
winning Olympian contests
etc.

Social media amplifica-
tion and selfie points at va-
rious locations pan India are
also planned as part of this
campaign.

The State Olympic Asso-
ciations are to get involved
in this programme in collab-

oration with the Sports
Authority.

“We may use the Olympic
symbol, flag, motto, an-
them, emblems, flame and
torches and any other musi-
cal works, audio visual
works or other creative
works or artefacts commis-
sioned in connection with
the Olympic Games by the
I0C subject to the use of
non-profit making activities
only,” the IOA stated in its
communication to the State
units.

National Stadium where the
opening ceremony is set for
July 23.

Most people in Japan op-
pose holding the Games at
all, several polls have
shown, and a top Japanese
virologist and government
adviser was quoted on Tues-
day as saying it was impossi-
ble to have a riskfree
Games.

Tohoku University pro-
fessor Hitoshi Oshitani was
an architect of Japan’s
“Three Cs” approach to the
pandemic, which advises
avoiding closed spaces,
crowds and close contact.

“It’s 100% impossible to
have an Olympics with zero
risk...of the spread of infec-
tion in Japan and also in oth-
er countries after the Olym-
pics,” the London Times
quoted Oshitani as saying.

Three para
shuttlers
make it

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
mELHI

Three Indian para shut-
tlers, including World No. 1
Pramod Bhagat on Tues-
day officially qualified for
the Paralympics, sche-
duled from August 25 to
Sept. 5.

Besides Bhagat (SL3 —
standing/ lower limb im-
pairment/ minor), Tarun
(SL4 - standing/ lower
limb impairment/ severe)
and Nagar Krishna (SH6 —
standing/ short stature) too
received invitations to par-
ticipate in the Paralympics.

Two flag-
bearers likely:
sBatra

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

In a first, India might have
two flag-bearers — one
male and one female — at
the upcoming Tokyo Olym-
pics to ensure “gender par-
ity”, the Indian Olympic
Association chief Narinder
Batra said on Tuesday.
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TMB - one of the leading Private Sector Bank
invites applications for the post of

« Chief Financial Officer (CFO)
« Chief Digital Officer (CDO)
Last date for filing application : 21.06.2021

For more details and filing application,
Please log on to www.tmb.in

Thoothukudi

09.06.2021 General Manager (HRDD

UNIVERSITY OF ALLAHABAD
(Central University)

| Brief Advertisement |

Advt/AUNT/01/2021

Advertisement for Non-Teaching Positions
University of Allahabad invites applications from the Indian citizen for the post of
Controller of Examination (01), Internal Audit Officer (01) -On Deputation, and Dep-
uty Registrar (01) on leave vacancy for the period of one year. Separate applications
must be submitted for each post. Eligibility & other related details & Application form
can be downloaded from our official website: www.allduniv.ac.in. Complete printed
application along with necessary documents and bank receipt of payment of fees
must reach to the office of the Registrar by 06 July, 2021 till 05:00 P.M. University of
Allahabad along with one set of self attested photocopy in support of their essential
qualifications and experience .The proforma of application may be downloaded from

the official website www.allduniv.ac.in of University of Allahabad.
COCHIN SHIPYARD LIMITED
(A GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ENTERPRISE)
No.CSL/P&A/Rectt/Contract/Head (Defence Business)/2021/8 03 June 2021

NEEDS
HEAD (DEFENCE BUSINESS)

(Location of posting: New Delhi)

Applications are to be submitted through online.

For details, please visit CSL website www.cochinshipyard.in
(Career page%CSL Kochi).

Last date of receipt of online application is 25 June 2021.

“Hindi version of detailed advertisement is published in the
website (www.cochinshipyard.in) of CSL” Sd/-

07/06/2021

Registrar

INSTITUTE OF BANKING PERSONNEL SELECTION

(An autonomous body set up by Reserve Bank of India, Central Financial Institutions and Public Sector Banks)
sriwil #, T W R T R W

Website: www.ibps.in
In case of queries / complaints please log in to http://cgrs.ibps.in/

In assessment, India trusts us

COMMON RECRUITMENT PROCESS
FOR RECRUITMENT OF OFFICERS
(SCALE-I, 11 & I1l) AND OFFICE ASSISTANTS

(MULTIPURPOSE) IN REGIONAL
RURAL BANKS (RRBs) - CRP RRBs X

The online examinations for the next Common Recruitment Process
for RRBs (CRP RRBs X) for recruitment of Group “A”- Officers (Scale-I, Il
& Ill) and Group “B”- Office Assistant (Multipurpose) will be
conducted by the Institute of Banking Personnel Selection (IBPS)
tentatively in August and September/October 2021. The interviews
for recruitment of Group “A”- Officers (Scale-1, Il & 111) under the same
process will be coordinated by the Nodal Regional Rural Banks with
the help of NABARD and IBPS in consultation with appropriate
authority tentatively in the month of November 2021.

Candidates, intending to apply for CRP RRB— X should ensure that they
fulfil the minimum eligibility criteria on the stipulated date as
specified in the detailed notification issued and hosted on authorised
website by IBPS.

Activity Tentative Dates

On-line registration including Edit/ 08.06.2021 to 28.06.2021
Modification of Application &
Payment of Application Fees/

Intimation Charges

Conduct of Pre-Exam Training (PET)* | 19.07.2021 to 25.07.2021

Online Examination — Preliminary August, 2021

Result of Online exam — Preliminary | September 2021

Online Examination — Main/Single September/ October 2021

* In case it is possible and safe to hold PET

Candidates are advised to regularly keep in touch with the authorised
IBPS website www.ibps.in for details and updates.

Before registering online candidates are advised to read the detailed
notification carefully and follow the instructions mentioned therein.
Mumbai

Date: 08.06.2021 Director

GENERAL MANAGER (HR)

TMB - one of the leading Private Sector Bank

invites applications for the following posts
o Network Administrator (Scale |, Ill &IV)
e Server Administrator (Scale | & Ill)
o Digital Channel (Scale | & Ill)
o Active Directory (Scale | & Ill)
o IT Specialist (MIS Department) (Scale 1)
o Statistician (Scale |

Last date for filing application : 21.06.2021

For more details and filing applic_ation,
Thoothukudi Please log on to www.tmb.in

09.06.2021 General Manager (HRDD

e vdta eiferm s ol e
{ }'@ INDIAN INSTITUTE OF PETROLEUM & ENERGY

{An institute of National Importance
under the Act of the Parliament)
Visakhapatnam - 530003

N

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
FACULTY & NON-TEACHING POSITIONS RECRUITMENT NOTICE
Advt. No.: IIPE/T5/01/2021-22, IPE/NTS/01/2021-22 & lIPE/NTS/02/2021-22
HPE invites applications (through Rolling Advertisement) from
eligible candidates for the positions of Professor, Associate Professor
& Assistant Professor from wvarious disciplines in Petroleum
Engineering, Chemical Engineering, Mechanical Engineering &
Earth Sciences.
Applications are also invited for the positions including Registrar and
other Non-Teaching positions from the deserving candidates.
For detailed advertisement, qualifications, experience criteria & last
date for receipt of applications, etc. please log on to the IPE Website
<https://www.iipe.ac.infcareers>
The candidates who had applied previously vide Advt. Nos IIPE/
Faculty/01/2020-21 & IPE/NTS/01/2020-21, have to apply again if their
candidature is to be considered.
Date :3" June 2021

REGISTRAR (l/c)

READ
FRONTLINE

LEADING THE DEBATE SINCE 198

EVERY FORTNIGHT.
TO SUBSCRIBE, VISIT

»

A ND-NDE



