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revised for uniformity
NEW DELHI

In view of the traffic scenario
and safety of road users, the
Delhi Traffic Police on Friday
enforced revised speed limits
for all categories of motor
vehicles on National
Highways, the Ring Road and
other major roads in the
Capital. The last revision was
undertaken in 2011.

CITY » PAGE 2

Delhi reports 238 new
COVID-19 cases

NEW DELHI

Delhi reported 238 new
COVID-19 cases and 24
deaths in the last 24 hours,
taking the cumulative cases
to 14,30,671 and death toll to
24,772, said a health bulletin
released by the Delhi
government on Friday.

CITY » PAGE 3

Assam Congress slams
CM'’s 'population’ remark
GUWAHATI

The Assam Congress flayed
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma for asking a minority
group to adopt population
control measures. Party
leader Bobbeeta Sharma said,
“This is unbecoming of the
CM who is expected to be
well-versed in the
demographic facts of a State
he represents."”

NORTH & EAST » PAGE 4

Punjab police seize cache
of foreign-made pistols
CHANDIGARH

The Punjab police on Friday
said they have seized a huge
cache of foreign-made pistols
and arrested a weapons
smuggler, allegedly linked
with Pakistan-based terrorist
outfits and anti-India pro-
Khalistani elements based in
the U.S., Canada and the U.K.

NORTH & EAST » PAGE 4

SC rejects ex-Mumbai

Centre unlikely to allow return o

They had surrendered after their
husbands were killed in attacks

VIJAITA SINGH
SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI

The four Indian women
lodged in an Afghanistan pri-
son, who accompanied their
husbands to join the Islamic
State in Khorasan Province
(ISKP), are unlikely to be al-
lowed to return to the coun-
try, a senior government offi-
cial said.

The women, all from Ker-
ala, travelled to Nangarhar
in Afghanistan between
2016 and 2018. Their hus-
bands were killed in diffe-
rent attacks in Afghanistan.
The women were among

thousands of Islamic State
fighters and affiliates who
surrendered before the Af-
ghanistan authorities in the
months of November and
December 2019.

SPECIAL

On April 27, Ahmad Zia
Saraj, the head of the Nation-
al Directorate of Security,
told reporters in Kabul that
408 members of the Islamic
State from 13 countries are
lodged in Afghanistan pri-
sons. This included four In-
dians, 16 Chinese, 299 Pakis-
tanis, two Bangladeshis, and

Cross-border tale

= Sonia Sebastian, an
engineering graduate,
left for Afghanistan
with her husband,
Abdul Rashid Abdulla

Afghanistan

two from the Maldives,
among others.

Mr. Saraj also said the Af-
ghanistan government had
begun talks with the 13 coun-

= Merrin Jacob flew
out with her husband,
Bestin Vincent, who
was later killed in

= Vincent's brother
Bexon and his
wife Nimisha too
accompanied them

= Reffeala left
with her husband
ljas Kallukettiya
Purayil, a
physician. He

is said to be

one of the IS
terrorists who
stormed a prison
in Jalalabad in
August 2020

tries to deport the prisoners.

While Afghan officials in
Delhi declined to comment,
senior officials in Kabul indi-
cated that they awaited word

Mukul Roy rejoins Trinamool

Welcomed by Mamata, he says she is the leader of the entire country

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA

The repercussions of the
BJP’s comprehensive defeat
in the West Bengal Assembly
poll continued more than a
month after the results were
declared, with party vice-
president Mukul Roy on Fri-
day returning to the Trina-
mool Congress. One of the
founding members of the
party, Mr. Roy had switched
to the BJP in November 2017.

Chief Minister and Trina-
mool Congress chairperson
Mamata Banerjee and party
general secretary Abhishek
Banerjee were at the party
headquarters to welcome
Mr. Roy, 67.

An effusive Mr. Roy de-
scribed Ms. Banerjee “as a
leader of the entire coun-
try”. He said he was feeling
relieved after quitting the
BJP.

“I feel glad to meet all the
old faces again... I feel that
Bengal will return to its old

police chief’s appeal

Case won' be shifted from Maharashtra

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day told former Mumbai
police chief Param Bir Singh
that “people who live in
glass houses should not
throw stones at others”
while refusing to entertain
his plea seeking the transfer
of the inquiries/case against
him outside Maharashtra to
be investigated by an inde-
pendent agency. He alleged
that the State government is
trying to “frame” him for le-
velling corruption charges
against NCP leader Anil
Deshmukh, who had to re-
sign as Home Minister.

Along with Mr. Singh’s pe-
tition, the Bench of Justices
Hemant Gupta and V. Rama-
subramanian was also consi-
dering an application filed
by Mumbai police inspector
Bhimraj Rohidas Ghadge,
who accused Mr. Singh, in
turn, of corruption and vin-
dictiveness. Mr. Ghadge, re-
presented by senior advo-
cate S.B. Talekar and
advocate Vipin Nair, ac-
cused his former boss of
having tried to “silence”
him by framing fake cases
against him.

“It is commonly said that
people who live in glass
houses should not throw
stones at others,” Justice
Gupta told senior advocate
Mahesh Jethmalani, appear-
ing for Mr. Singh.

Mr. Jethmalani raised an
objection to the comment,
saying it was a “prejudicial
statement” and amounted

cM
K

Param Bir Singh

to “pre-judging” the case.
The court, however, was not
impressed.

Alleges frame-up bid

Mr. Singh alleged that the
government had instituted
departmental inquiries
against him as an act of re-
prisal for his complaint
about Mr. Deshmukh.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta was present in court
for the CBI.

However, the court saw it
differently. “You [Singh] are
part of the Maharashtra IPS
cadre. You have served the
State for 30 years, and now
you don’t have confidence
in your own State. It is
shocking... It is a shocking
allegation you are making,”
Justice Gupta addressed Mr.
Jethmalani.

The senior lawyer said
there were other police of-
ficers in Maharashtra who,
like his client, had been
“victimised” by the govern-
ment. He claimed that the
Maharashtra DGP had ap-
proached him as a “mentor”
to give up on his complaint.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8
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Back in the team: Mukul Roy with West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee and Trinamool national general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee in Kolkata on Friday. =e1i

position of prestige, and the
person who will lead Bengal
to that position, she is the
leader of all of us, the leader
of India, none other than
Mamata Banerjee,” he said.

In the present circumstanc-
es, no one can stay in the BJP
in Bengal, he added.

Ms. Banerjee, in turn, de-
scribed Mr. Roy as an “old fa-
mily member” and added

that “old is always gold”.
“Mukul is an old member
of our family. I feel that upon
coming back he has got
some mental relief. I saw his
health was deteriorating and
he was perhaps unable to ex-
press that. It is not possible
to work in the BJP. The BJP is
such an authoritarian party;
it is so cruel that they do not
allow anybody to exist with

dignity. Mukul’s return
proves just that,” Ms. Baner-
jee said.

Pointing that she “never
had any difference of opi-
nion with Mukul” and “Mu-
kul did not say anything
against our party”, the Chief
Minister alleged that the
former Railway Minister
“was intimidated, threa-
tened... agencies were bran-
dished to harass him”.

Ms. Banerjee added that
many more leaders from the
BJP may join Trinamool.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Centre to engage with J&K parties

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

Twenty months after the Un-
ion government ended Jam-
mu and Kashmir’s special
constitutional position, se-
rious spadework is on, for

the first time, to rope in the
mainstream political parties
of the UT, especially Peoples
Alliance for Gupkar Declara-
tion, to engage with New
Delhi and meet the BJP’s top
leadership in the coming

weeks. Top sources told The
Hindu that “people mandat-
ed by the Centre are in touch
with the top leaders of the
regional parties of J&K for
many weeks”.

DETAILS ON » PAGE 8

from India on what it pro-
poses to do.

A source, however, said
there was no consensus
among various government
agencies on the return of the
four women and it was un-
likely that they would be al-
lowed to come back. The
women, accompanied by
their children, were inter-
viewed by Indian security
agencies in Kabul in Decem-
ber 2019, a month after their
surrender.

In March 2020, Strat-
newsglobal.com, a strategic
affairs website, published a
video of the interrogation of
the three women. The four
women who appeared in the
video were identified as So-
nia Sebastian, alias Ayisha;

Reffeala; Merrin Jacob, alias
Mariyam; and Nimisha, alias
Fathima Isa. A senior official
added that there were two
other Indian women and a
man who had surrendered
to the authorities.

‘Highly radicalised’
“One line of thought was to
allow them to come back
and become approvers in
the cases here. However,
their interview revealed that
they are highly radicalised.
The France model may be
followed and the Afghanis-
tan authorities can be re-
quested to put them on trial
there,” said the official.

The Interpol has issued
red notices against the wo-
men on India’s request.

four Kerala women, who joined IS

The National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) had filed a
chargesheet in 2017 after a
group of 21 men and women
from Kerala, including Se-
bastian, left India in 2016 in
batches to join the ISKP in
Afghanistan. They crossed
over to Afghanistan on foot
from Iran.

The NIA said Sebastian,
from Kasargod in Kerala,
had left India on May 31,
2016, with her husband, Ab-
dul Rashid Abdulla, from
Mumbai airport.

The agency said, “The
couple held secret classes in
support of IS and jihad, as
propagated by it, during last
part of Ramadan.”

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Modi meets Adityanath,
Amit Shah to iron out issues

U.P. CM asked to ‘take everyone along’ in party and govt.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister

Narendra

PATNA

Modi on Friday had meet-
ings with Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath as well as Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and BJP
president J.P. Nadda to sort
out, what are said to be, sev-
eral internal issues within
the party and the govern-
ment, including a possible
Cabinet reshuffle.

The state of play in the
BJP’s State unit and the par-
ty-run government seem to
be more or less settled in fa-
vour of Mr. Adityanath. The
meeting between Mr. Modi
and Mr. Adityanath lasted
for over an hour. After this,
the Chief Minister met Mr.
Nadda and called on Presi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind.

Sources close to Mr. Adi-

Key talks: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Uttar Pradesh
CM Yogi Adityanath in New Delhi on Friday. =p1i/ @pmoiNDIA

with Mr. Modi and Mr. Nad-
da were “to do with gover-
nance and the coming As-
sembly poll next year”. He
was asked to “take everyone
along” in both the party and
the government, accommo-
date various interests in the
party, and may expand his
Council of Ministers sooner

“The poorvanchal ex-
pressway is also going to be
ready for inauguration by Ju-
ly 31and an invitation for the
ceremony was extended to
the Prime Minister. The start
of ground work of the pro-
posed Jhevar airport was al-
so discussed,” said a source.

tyanath said his meetings rather than later. CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8
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Speed limits revised for greater uniformity

New rules apply to vehicles plying on National Highways passing through Delhi and the Ring Road

Court seeks
jail's reply to
allegations by
ISIS member’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Friday
sought response from Ti-
har jail authorities on an
application moved by an
alleged ISIS member claim-
ing he was beaten up by
other inmates and forced
to chant ‘Jai Shri Ram’.

The accused, Rashid Za-
far, was arrested in 2018 on
allegations of being part of
a group planning suicide
attacks and serial blasts.

Special Judge Parveen
Singh issued notice to Ti-
har jail superintendent and
sought a reply to Zafar’s
application by June 14,
when the court will further
hear the matter. The appli-
cation said the incident
was disclosed by the ac-
cused to his father tele-
phonically from jail.

“The accused was bea-
ten up and forced to chant
religious  slogans,” advo-
cate M.S. Khan, appearing
for the accused, claimed.

Man stabbed to death over parking space

Three people have
been arrested

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
A 26-year-old man was al-
legedly stabbed to death by
his neighbour following a
quarrel over parking a two-
wheeler in south-east Del-
hi’s Badarpur, police said
on Friday. Two others suf-
fered injuries.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (South East) R.P.

A farmer takes a nap on sacks of paddy at the wholes

Close aide of Sushil sent
to 4-day police custody

He will be taken to Jammu as part of probe

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Friday re-
manded an alleged close
aide of Olympic wrestler
Sushil Kumar to four-day
police custody in connec-
tion with the murder of a 23-
year-old former junior na-
tional wrestling champion
at Chhatrasal Stadium.

Anirudh was arrested by
Delhi Police’s Crime Branch
on Thursday. A total of 10
people, including Mr. Ku-
mar, have now been arrest-
ed in connection with the
incident.

The police produced Ani-
rudh before Metropolitan
Magistrate Divya Malhotra
and sought his custody for
seven days. The court, ho-
wever, allowed his police in-
terrogation for only four
days.

Additional Public Prosec-
utor Atul Shrivastava, repre-
senting the police, told the
court that Anirudh’s custo-
dy is required as he has to

Meena said the victim has
been identified as Shiv Ya-
dav, a resident of Budh Vi-
har. A call regarding a quar-
rel between two
neighbours over parking a
two-wheeler was received
on Thursday night, the pol-
ice said. It was revealed that
the quarrel started when
the victim parked his two-
wheeler in front of the
house of the accused.
“During enquiry, we

found that on Thursday
morning, an argument had

ale grain market in Najafg

be taken to Jammu. The
court was also apprised that
Anirudh has been spotted in
the purported video of the
brawl. Mr. Kumar and his as-
sociates allegedly assaulted
wrestler Sagar Dhankar and
two of his friends Sonu Ma-
hal and Amit Kumar on the
intervening night of May 4
and 5 over a property dis-
pute. Mr. Dhankar, 23, suc-
cumbed to his injuries later.

Sushil custody extended
The two-time Olympic me-
dallist faces charges of mur-
der, culpable homicide, kid-
napping and criminal
conspiracy. Police have
called him the “main culprit
and mastermind” behind
the alleged murder and said
there is electronic evidence
in which he and his asso-
ciates could be seen beating
Mr. Dhankar with sticks.
Earlier on Friday, the dis-
trict court extended his jud-
icial custody till June 25 in
connection with the case.

taken place between Mr.
Yadav and his neighbour
Premvati over parking a
scooter. She complained
and asked him not to park
his scooter on the street,”
Mr. Meena said.

Later in the evening,
both parties tried to resolve
the problem but Premvati’s
husband Prempal got angry
and shared the incident
with his two sons. The trio
then stabbed Mr. Yadav, his
brother Vikas, and cousin
Ratan Lal.

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

In view of the traffic scena-
rio and safety of road users,
the Delhi Traffic Police on
Friday enforced revised
speed limits for all catego-
ries of motor vehicles on
National Highways, the Ring
Road and other important
stretches in the Capital.

Passenger vehicles
The speed limit for M1 cate-
gory vehicles is now 60-70
kmph for high speed/ac-
cess-controlled roads, in-
cluding stretches of Nation-
al Highways  passing
through Delhi, Noida Toll
Road, Saleemgarh Bypass
Road, Barapullah Nallah,
Northern Access Road, Cen-
tral Spine Road, Ring Road,
Outer Ring Road, Pusta
Road and IGI Airport Road.
Passenger vehicles compris-
ing not more than eight
seats in addition to driver’s
seat such as cars and cabs
fall under the M1 category.
The speed limit for Ml ca-
tegory vehicles for all other

Mr. Prempal’s eldest son
also suffered injuries.

The injured were taken
to Apollo Hospital. Mr. Ya-
dav, who sustained a stab
injury in his chest, was de-
clared brought dead, while
the other two were dis-
charged after treatment.
Prempal’s eldest son is un-
dergoing treatment, the
police said.

Police said that Prempal
has been arrested and the
minor son has been appre-
hended.

DUTA asks V-C to set
up COVID care facility

It also proposes installing oxygen plant

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi  University
Teachers’ Association (DU-
TA) has urged the universi-
ty administration to take
requisite measures and
prepare for the next CO-
VID-19 wave by setting up
of a COVID care facility.

A proposal for setting up
an oxygen plant was dis-
cussed in a meeting with
vice-chancellor P.C. Joshi
on Thursday, said DUTA.

DUTA president Rajib
Ray said, “We discussed a
proposal to set up an oxy-
gen plant through contri-
bution of teachers and em-
ployees. The V-C assured
they are exploring various
ways of materialising it, in-
cluding requesting funds
from the government. It
was agreed that DUTA will
join the appeal call in case
the university requires rais-
ing funds for the plant.”

The teachers’ body also
demanded the inclusion of

CcM
K

The V-C assured they
are exploring ways
of materialising it
[oxygen plant],
including requesting
funds from the govt.

RAJIB RAY
DUTA president

C

elected DUTA members in
the university’s Covid Task
Force.

It also urged the admi-
nistration to ensure that
employees of the 12 colleg-
es that are fully funded by
the Delhi government get
their salaries on time.

“University officials were
informed that most colleg-
es are facing shortage and
may not be able to give sal-
aries of June and many
have not been able to give
full salaries for May. It is im-
portant that DU remind the
Delhi government about
the promise of 328 crore to
settle the issue of this gap
in grants and require-
ments,” added Mr. Ray.

»

DSEU will enrol 6,000
students, says Sisodia

Admission to be based on aptitude test

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Deputy Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia on Friday said
Delhi Skill and Entrepre-
neurship University (DSEU)
officials will visit schools to
encourage students to take
admission in various skill
and entrepreneurship
programmes.

“In the current year,
DSEU will admit 6,000 chil-
dren out of which 4,500
will pursue diploma cours-
es and 1,500 children will
study degree courses. DSEU
will focus on building ta-
lents and skills of students,”
Mr. Sisodia said, adding that
instead of vying for grades,
the university will enrol stu-
dents based on an aptitude
test which will be held in
December-January.

The aptitude test will fo-
cus on ‘360 degree assess-
ment’ and will be a “revolu-
tionary move” in education
as most universities conti-
nue with the old practice of

admitting students based
on grade lists, said the
government.

“Universities like Oxford
admit children based on
conditions for them to com-
plete courses and projects,
not on their grades in Board
exams. Similarly, our chil-
dren can be secure in the
fact that they will be admit-
ted into a university that
will not stress on their
grades but on their intent
and their interest to study
skills and become entrepre-
neurs,” Mr. Sisodia said.

“Generic undergraduate
courses do not encourage
students to become entre-
preneurs and be future-rea-
dy... the government will
encourage students to pur-
sue vocational and skill
courses,” he added.

DSEU will have 12 job-
oriented bachelor pro-
grammes and will offer in-
ternships in industries 50%
of the time, the government
said.
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arterial roads in areas bet-
ween Ring Road and Outer
Ring Road, beyond Outer
Ring Road, inside Ring Road
and entire Trans Yamuna
area, is 50 now kmph.

The speed limit for taxis
and cabs is now at par with
private cars on these roads,
said the traffic police.

The last revision of speed
limits on majority of roads
and stretches was underta-
ken in 2011. Thereafter, in
2017 and 2019, the speed li-
mit for a few roads was
further revised, said the
traffic police.

The maximum speed li-
mit for two-wheelers on Na-
tional Highways was 70

SOURCE: DELHI TRAFFIC POLICE

kmph, which has now been
reduced to 60 kmph.

Speed limits for two-
wheelers is separately noti-
fied as 50 kmph on roads
where speed limit of cars is
50 kmph, and 60 kmph on
roads where it is 60-70

kmph.
Meenu Choudhary, Joint
Commissioner of Police

(Traffic), said: “There have
been a number of changes
and improvements in the
road infrastructure in the ci-
ty in the past few years, in-
cluding construction of
flyovers, underpasses, high
speed/signal-free corridors
as well as improvement in
vehicle technology. Further,

there was a need to make
speed limit uniform on Del-
hi roads as far as possible.
Therefore, a revision of the
existing speed limits was
necessary.”

“The maximum speed li-
mit for M2 and M3 catego-
ries vehicles (passenger
vehicles comprising nine or
more seats in addition to
the driver’s seat) has been
notified as 50 kmph on
roads where speed limit of
cars is 50 kmph, and 60
kmph on roads where it is
60-70 kmph,” a police offic-
er said.

Transport vehicles
“The speed limit for all
types of transport vehicles,
including Gramin Sewa,
TSRs, Phat-Phat Sewa, Qua-
dricycle, and N-category
vehicles (goods vehicles),
has been notified as 40
kmph,” the officer added.
The speed limit in resi-
dential areas, markets, ser-
vice lanes and minor roads
is now 30 kmph. The speed
limit for loops of flyovers is

now 40 kmph. According to
a police statement, then
Delhi Police Commissioner
Amulya Patnaik had consti-
tuted a Speed Review Com-
mittee under the chairman-
ship of Taj Hassan, Special
Commissioner of Police
(Traffic).

The committee included
officers from the Delhi Traf-
fic Police, expert members/
officials from the Central
Road Research Institute Del-
hi, and the Transport De-
partment of the Delhi go-
vernment to examine
existing  speed limits,
through a notification dated
April 6, 2018.

The revised speed limits
have been notified in the
Delhi Gazette based on the
recommendations of the
committee.

The Delhi Traffic Police
has requested road-main-
taining agencies to erect
corresponding speed limit
sign boards at all prominent
locations, for guidance and
convenience of all road us-
ers and the general public.

Five mowed down by speeding truck

Driver has been arrested; two of the victims were brothers aged 2 and 5

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Five people, including four
members of a family, were
mowed down by a speeding
dumper truck early Friday
in south-west Delhi’s Najaf-
garh. The deceased have
been identified as Ashok
(30), his wife Kiran (27), his
sons Ishant (5) and Dev (2),
and one Jawahar Singh (93).

The driver, 35-year-old
Rajesh, was arrested from
the spot.

Ashok and his family
were walking along the road
to take a bus to visit a tem-
ple in Gurugram while Mr.
Singh was out for his morn-
ing walk, the police said. Af-
ter hitting the victims, the
truck crashed into several
parked vehicles.

CCTV footage of the inci-
dent went viral on social
media. In one video, the fa-
mily of four is seen walking
on the road near the parked
cars. Ashok was carrying his
younger son in his arms
while his elder son was
walking with his mother
when the truck mowed
them down.

“Information regarding
the incident was received at
5.19 a.m. at Thana Road pol-
ice station. Ashok, Kiran
and Ishant were found dead
at the spot. Dev and Mr.
Singh were taken to Vikas
Hospital,” Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (Dwarka)
Santosh Kumar Meena said.

They later died during
treatment at Safdurjung
Hospital.

The bodies have been
sent to the Rao Tularam Me-
morial Hospital for post

Hardayal
Municipal
Library
reopens

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The historical Hardayal
Municipal Library was
thrown open to the public
on Friday after undergoing
extensive renovation over
the past one year at a cost
0f ¥283.33 lakh .

Union Health and Fami-
ly Welfare Minister Dr.
Harsh Vardhan, who inaug-
urated the renovated li-
brary, said it had played an
important role in promot-
ing the culture of book
reading.

8,000 rare texts

“The 104-year-old heritage
building contains approxi-
mately 1.25 lakh books,
which include 8,000 rare
texts and 350 handwritten
manuscripts,” said North
Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tion Mayor Jai Prakash. Dig-
itisation and conservation
of rare books was done by
the Indira Gandhi National
Centre for the Arts.

e
The offending truck at the
Najafgarh police station;
the heavy vehicle also hit
several parked cars.
= SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

mortem.

Five vehicles parked at
the spot were also damaged
by the truck driver’s rash
and negligent driving, the
police said.

‘Fell asleep’

The driver is undergoing
medical examination to as-
certain if he was under the
influence of alcohol or
drugs at the time of the inci-
dent. He told the police that
he had fallen asleep at the
wheel and lost control of the
vehicle.

A case under Sections 279
(rash driving or riding on a
public way) and 304 (pun-
ishment for culpable homi-
cide not amounting to mur-
der) of the Indian Penal

Code has been registered at
Najafgarh police station.

Mr. Singh’s grandson Ra-
kesh Yadav said his grand-
father went for a morning
walk every day.

“I was sleeping when the
accident took place. The
neighbours informed us
about it. We reached the
hospital and found him
dead,” Mr Yadav said.

NGT pulls up DPCC
over illegal godowns

‘No permits for units in Shahdara

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

The National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) has pulled up the
Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) over op-
eration of godowns in Shah-
dara without requisite per-
missions, leading to noise
and air pollution.

A Bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice Adarsh
Kumar Goel observed that
the DPCC had failed to ad-
dress relevant issues in the
report furnished by it.
“DPCC has filed a report in a
careless manner, unmindful
of its statutory duties.

This calls for accountabil-
ity of the chairman and the
member secretary of the
DPCC. Before taking action
against the officers, we
grant one more opportunity
to take effective remedial ac-
tion for enforcement of rule
of law and environmental
norms in coordination with
other concerned authori-
ties,” it said.

In case of non-com-
pliance, the erring officials
would be held accountable
and “dealt with sternly”, the
Bench added, while noting
that the DPCC had taken ac-
tion against only two go-
downs instead of all the un-
its that were in violation of
the master plan.

The directions came on a
plea moved by petitioner
Sunil Kumar against the op-
eration of illegal garbage go-
downs in Soniya Vihar. The
plea had contended that the
units were releasing danger-
ous oxides and leading to
noise and air pollution.

»

Ashok worked as a secur-
ity guard at Vikas Hospital.

“An elderly man was lying
on the road and was rushed
to the hospital. Later, I came
to know that the children
who had been hit by the
truck were from our family.
Ashok and his family were
going to Sheetla Devi Mata
temple in Gurugram,” said a
member of Ashok’s family.

Man Kkills
brother

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 32-year-old man alleged-
ly killed his older brother
with dumbells in south-
east Delhi’s Kalkaji follow-
ing a quarrel. The accused
has been arrested, the pol-
ice said on Friday.

Deputy Commissioner
of Police (South East) R.P.
Meena said the accused
has been identified as Ajay
Kumar Sahu and the victim
has been identified as Vijay
Kumar Sahu, 35. They lived
together and worked at the
same place.

The police received a
call about the incident
around 1 a.m. on Friday. A
police team found Vijay’s
body in a pool of blood and
Ajay sitting nearby with the
dumbells next to him. “Vi-
jay’s body was shifted to a
mortuary for post mortem
and a murder case was re-
gistered,” Mr. Meena said.

“They had frequent
brawls over family issues,”
the officer said, adding:
“This time Vijay retaliated
and Ajay hit him in the
head with the dumbells.”
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Timings
DELHI
SATURDAY, JUN. 12

RISE 05:23 SET 19:20

RISE 06:39 SET 21:08
SUNDAY, JUN. 13

RISE  05:24 SET 19:20

RISE 07:32 SET 21:57
MONDAY, JUN. 14

RISE 05:24 SET 19:21

RISE 08:29 SET 22:41
Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 39 20
Safdarjang 39 20
Palam 39 23

Delhi Palam Today

37°C A hot and humid day with
partly cloudy to cloudy sky.
Short spell rain and thunder-
storm with gusty winds may
occur at few places.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow

35°C Few spell of rain and
thunderstorm with gusty winds
likely at some places. Warm
and humid day with cloudy
sky.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019

All rights reserved.

IN BRIEF

'First greenhouse to be
started at ITO nursery’
NEW DELHI

Environment Minister Gopal
Rai on Friday said the Delhi
government is all set to start
its first greenhouse at ITO
nursery to cultivate plants
using modern techniques.
"We have developed this
greenhouse so that we can
produce the maximum
quantity of medicinal plants,
in minimal time," said Mr. Rai.

Excise licences of liquor
shops, clubs extended
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government has
decided to extend the excise
licence of liquor shops, clubs,
restro-bars and other
establishments by three more
months till September 30, an
order issued by the excise
department said.

Out of 77112 people tested in
the Capital, 238 found positive

263 centres are operating at 100 locations to vaccinate those in 18- 44 age group

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Delhi reported 238 new CO-
VID-19 cases and 24 deaths
in the last 24 hours, taking
the cumulative cases to
14,30,671 and death toll to
24,772, said a health bulletin
released by the Delhi govern-
ment on Friday.

Out of the total cases,
14,01,977 people have reco-
vered and there are 3,922 ac-
tive cases. A total of 77,112
tests were conducted while
the test positivity rate was
0.31%.

This means less than one
person out of 100 people tak-
ing COVID-19 tests are posi-
tive for the virus. The TPR
was as high as 36% on April
22 and has been coming
down since then.

Meanwhile, AAP leader
Atishi said Delhi has vacci-

Passengers taking COVID-19 test before boarding the train at
New Delhi Railway Station on Friday. =susHIL KUMAR VERMA

nated 30% of its population
and 13,94,000 people have
received both doses of vac-
cine.

“Now that the Delhi go-
vernment has received vac-
cines, 263 government
centres are operating at 100
locations where the 18-44

age group is getting vaccinat-
ed,” she said.

Vaccine stock

“We have 25 days’ stock of
Covishield for those above
45. As far as the 18-44 years
age group is concerned, Del-
hi has received a total of

(’ As far as the 18-44
years age group is
concerned, Delhi
has received a total
0f10,34,910 doses
of the vaccine

ATISHI
AAP leader

10,34,910 doses of the vac-
cine, out of which we have
1,40,000 doses available,”
she added.

After Central government
capped the price private
hospitals can charge for a
dose of Covishield at X780,
Aakash Healthcare on Friday
said they have stopped their
drive-through vaccination,
where a dose of Covishield
was given at 1,600. “Owing
to new vaccination pricing,
running it has become non-
viable,” the hospital said in a
statement.

Centre must cooperate

with State govts.: Sisodia
He terms BJP as ‘Bharatiya Jhagda Party’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Deputy Chief Minister and
AAP leader Manish Sisodia
on Friday said that the BJP-
led Central government
should cooperate with State
governments instead of act-
ing as “obstructionists” and
called the BJP “Bharatiya
Jhagda Party”.

“They will condemn the
West Bengal government or
the Jharkhand government
or the Maharashtra govern-
ment. It seems like the BJP-
led Centre has no other
work but to divert the focus
of people and attack the
State governments that are
actually doing some work,”
the AAP leader said.

“The only common factor
between oxygen manage-
ment, vaccines, ration and
COVID management is BJP’s
opposition and deliberate
inaction. When the Chief Mi-
nister implored why ration

cannot be delivered to hou-
seholds while pizza can, sev-
eral BJP leaders pounced on
the CM and began calling
him corrupt. What is wrong
if the CM, who is an IIT grad-
uate, promotes doorstep de-
livery of ration?” he said.

‘Work as Team India’
Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal reiterated
that instead of abusing and
fighting with State govern-
ments, the Centre should
work with them. He tagged a
media report according to
which Union Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad blamed the
Kejriwal government for al-
legedly failing to provide ra-
tion and oxygen to the
people.

In response, Mr. Kejriwal
said the country will pro-
gress when 130 crore peo-
ple, all the State govern-
ments and the Centre work
together as ‘Team India’.

Nod to cut trees for hospital pending with Minister for 30 months

Union Cabinet had cleared construction, but despite reminders Environment Minister has neither rejected nor approved it

NIKHIL M BABU
NEW DELHI L.
The permission to cut or tran-

splant trees for the Union go-
vernment’s plan to construct
a 100-bed hospital in Najaf-
garh has been pending with
the Delhi Environment Minis-
ter’s office for almost two-
and-a-half years, according to
a status report accessed by
The Hindu.

The Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan has written a
letter to Lt. Governor Anil
Baijal to speed up the process
and the letter has also been
submitted to the Minister’s
office through the Chief Se-
cretary’s office earlier this

c) Multiple reminders

on this matter
from the Central
government have
also been
submitted to the
Environment
Minister’s office,
but there is no
decision yet

A SENIOR DELHI GOVT. OFFICIAL

month, a senior Delhi govern-
ment official said.

“Multiple reminders on
this matter from the Central
government have also been
submitted to the Environ-

ment Minister’s office, but
there is no decision yet,” the
official said.

Catering to 13 lakh
In May 2018, the Union Cabi-
net, chaired by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi had
cleared the construction of
the hospital and said it will
cater to 13.65 lakh people.
The hospital was supposed to
be operational by May 2020.
Later in 2018, the officials
had recommended the cut-
ting of trees and as per a sta-
tus report of the Delhi go-
vernment, the file for the
project was submitted to the

Pregnant woman moves HC for jab inclusion

Court disposed of the plea after Centre’s counsel said it will take a decision on it

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

A pregnant woman on Fri-
day approached the Delhi
High Court seeking direc-
tion to the Centre to include
pregnant women in CO-
VID-19 vaccination drive on
priority basis.

The court was informed
by the Central government’s
counsel that the govern-
ment is seized of the issue
and will take a decision on
the same.

Noting the statement
made by the Centre’s coun-
sel, Justice Amit Bansal said
no further orders are re-

quired and disposed of the
woman’s petition.

Advocate Vasudha Zut-
shi, representing the wo-
man, said the petitioner is in
advanced stage of pregnan-

Delhi Congress protests
against rising fuel prices

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Congress on Fri-
day protested at fuel sta-
tions across the Capital
against the frequent hike in
petrol and diesel prices.
The Congress said the go-
vernment has been bur-
dening people, who are al-
ready under tremendous
pressure due to the pan-
demic, with unbearable

‘Distribute
rations for
June manually’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Amid a tussle between the
Centre and the Delhi go-
vernment over doorstep ra-
tion delivery, the Delhi Food
Department has directed
fair price shops, barring
those in Seemapuri, to dis-
tribute rations for the
month of June among benef-
iciaries manually.

The distribution of ra-
tions began on Friday. In
seemapuri, it will be distri-
buted only through e-PoS.

expenses.
Delhi Congress chief Ch.
Anil Kumar, who was

joined by AICC general se-
cretary K.C.Venugopal and
AICC in-charge of Delhi
Shakti Sinh Gohil, staged a
demonstration at a petrol
pump at Delhi Gate, where
they shouted slogans
against the BJP government
at the Centre and the AAP
government in Delhi.

cy and desires to get vacci-
nated on priority basis. She
sought direction to the go-
vernment to issue a fresh
notification to include preg-
nant women in the vaccina-
tion drive on priority basis.

NTAGI recommendations
Additional Solicitor General
Chetan Sharma and Central
government standing coun-
sel Anurag Ahluwalia said
National Technical Advisory
Group on Immunisation
(NTAGI) has issued a notifi-
cation on May 28 in which
various recommendations
were made including that all

pregnant women visiting
antenatal care may be in-
formed about the risks and
benefits associated with the
COVID-19 vaccines, Covish-
ield and Covaxin, available
in the country.

Based on the information
provided a pregnant woman
may be offered the available
COVID-19 vaccine at the
nearest centre and the vac-
cine can be given anytime
during the pregnancy, the
NTAGI recommendations
said, adding that all lactat-
ing women are eligible to re-
ceive COVID-19 vaccines
anytime after delivery.

Environment Minister on De-
cember 18, 2018. The Minis-
ter has neither rejected nor
approved it.

On April 16, Union Health
Minister in a letter to the Lt.
Governor directed to “expe-
dite the forest clearance
pending before Govt. of NCT
of Delhi” for construction of

the hospital. Mr. Vardhan
said he had written twice to
the Chief Minister.

A total of 57 trees have to
be cut or transplanted for the
project, as per officials. In
April, during the peak of CO-
VID-19 infection, people were
running from one hospital to

another to find hospital beds
and on many days, the total
vacant beds were only about
5-6%.

Hurdles galore

As per rules, an applicant can
go ahead and cut the trees if
the government does not rep-
ly within 60 days. But officials
said most government pro-
jects do not go ahead without
a permission, so as to avoid
problems in the future.

“The tree officer shall give
his decision within sixty days
from the date of receipt of the
application. If the officer fails
to communicate his permis-

sion on request within the pe-
riod specified under sub-sec-
tion (3), the permission
referred to in section 8 shall
be deemed to have been
granted,” the Delhi Preserva-
tion of Trees Act, 1994, states
about permission for cutting
of trees.

The report showed that
permission to cut trees for
about 12 projects are pending
before the Environment Mi-
nister’s office and many of
them are Central government

projects.
When contacted, a Delhi
government spokesperson

refused to comment.

AAP ignored
HC direction
on pandemic
control: BJP

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The BJP on Friday accused
the Delhi government of
having disregarded the di-
rections of the High Court
more than once in relation
to multiple aspects of COVID
management in the Capital
during the pandemic.

The party alleged that the
Delhi government did not
curtail black marketing of
medicines and other medi-
cal equipment, remedy the
situation around oxygen
supply, migration of labour-
ers and low testing among
other issues.

“The court has asked for
compensation to depen-
dants of those who died of
oxygen shortage but no step
has been taken yet,” Delhi
BJP president Adesh Gupta
alleged.

Leader of Opposition in
the Delhi Assembly Ramvir
Singh Bidhuri alleged that
the Delhi govt. created an at-
mosphere of “doubts and
fear” during the first wave
pushing migrant workers to
leave the city.
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for admission to Bachelor
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HOW DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY IS
CHANGING THE CURRICULUM
OF MANAGEMENT EDUCATION

SRM Institute of Science and Technology (SRMIST)
in association with The Hindu Group brings a
15-part webinar series to provide expert career
guidance to Class 10, 11 and 12 students.

Join the webinar on
13t June 2021 (Sunday) at 11:00 AM

to hear from the experts
followed by a Q&A session.
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Founder & CEO - AuxoHub
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Dr VM Ponniah

Dean
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Assam Congress slams
CM’s ‘population’ remark

‘Fertility rate of women in the State declining, show data’

Concern over
polluted water
supply in canal

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR

The Congress government
in Rajasthan has taken up
the issue of the release of
polluted water in the Indira
Gandhi Canal from Harike
barrage in Punjab’s Feroze-
pur district and alerted the
neighbouring State’s Chief
Secretary about its impact
in the northern districts.
The polluted water has
started coming after a 60-
day closure of the canal.

The Indira Gandhi Canal
was closed on March 28 for
relining work. With the re-
lease of water starting last
week, pollutants have ar-
rived in the agricultural
fields in Hanumangarh and
Sriganganagar  districts.
The State has received re-
ports that untreated water
from industries in Punjab
was being released in the
canal.

Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot said here that the
situation was being moni-
tored and the water sam-
ples had been sent for qual-
ity check.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The Assam unit of the Con-
gress has slammed Chief Mi-
nister Himanta Biswa Sarma
for asking a minority com-
munity to adopt population
control measures.

Marking the completion
of a month of the BJP-led go-
vernment on Thursday, he
stated the population of the
minorities needed to be in
check to prevent encroach-
ment and pressure on land
resources.

Congress leader Bobbeeta
Sharma said on Friday, “He
said that if the population ex-
plosion continues, the Ka-
makhya Temple [Guwahati]
land will one day be en-
croached upon. This is unbe-
coming of the Chief Minister
who is expected to be well-
versed in demographic facts
of a State he represents”.

The Assam Pradesh Con-
gress Committee cited the
latest National Family Health

CM Himanta Biswa Sarma

Survey (NFHS) released in
December 2020, which said
the total fertility rate (TFR)
declined across most Indian
States in the last five years.
“The total fertility rate is
defined as the average num-
ber of children that would be
born to a woman by the time
she ends childbearing. A
TFR of 2.1is known as the re-
placement rate. The fertility
rate of less than 2.1 implies
that the total population will
be less than the existing pop-
ulation which is also called
the negative growth rate,”
the party said in a statement.

“Now, the same survey
said the fertility rate of wo-
men in Assam declined from
2.2 in 2015-16 to 1.9 in 2020-
21, which means the future
population of Assam will on-
ly be less than the current
population. Hence there is
no question of an increase in
population, as the data of the
Union Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare show,” the
party said.

‘Misleading remark’

In the context of the NFHS
survey, the Chief Minister’s
remark on “population ex-
plosion” in Assam was misin-
formed and misleading, Ms.
Sharma said.

“But if he is referring to
the population explosion
that may happen in future
due to immigration of people
from Bangladesh and Pakis-
tan because of the imple-
mentation of the CAA, then
his concern is perhaps va-
lid,” she added.

Punjab police seize huge
“cache of foreign-made pistols

Smuggler allegedly linked to Pak-based terror outfits arrested

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

The Punjab police on Friday
said they have seized a huge
cache of foreign-made pistols
and arrested a weapons
smuggler, allegedly linked
with Pakistan-based terrorist
outfits and anti-India pro-
Khalistani elements based in
the U.S., Canada and the U.K.

Director General of Police
Dinkar Gupta said the wea-
pons were meant for carrying
out terror activities in various
parts of India.

He said Jagjit Singh (25), a
resident of Batala, was arrest-
ed from near Kathunangal in
Amritsar on Thursday night
by a team of Punjab Internal
Security Wing.

“The team recovered from
him two nylon bags contain-
ing 48 pistols of different fo-
reign makes and bores, along
with magazines and ammuni-
tion. The cache included 19
pistols of 9 mm [Zigana-Made
in Turkey], 37 magazines and
45 rounds; 9 pistols of .30

E-Tender Motice
Date: 07.06-2021
E- Tender for Maintenance,
Operation, and Cleaning contract
of Toilet's, bathroom and urinals
on pay and use basis in circulating
area of Kota Station of Kota
Division. The iender (single packet
are invited by Sr. Divisional
Commarcial Manager, Wast Cantral
Railway, Kota for and on behalf of
the Presidemt of India from the
eligible Agency/organization/Parties
for maintenance, Opaeration and
Cleaning contract of all Tollat's,
bathroom and urinals including
handicappad tollets on pay and use
basis for five years in circulating
arga of Kota station ol Kota division
Tender details are as under
E-Tender Notice No:No. C/331/4/
03/Kota Cir.area/2021, Name of
work:- (Maintienance and
Operation) cleaning of all Toilets,
bathroom and urinals including
handicapped tofleis on pay and use
basis In circulating area of Kota lor
five years. Reserve Price for 5
years in:- ¥ 44,57 406/-Earnest
Money in T 2,22 800, Cost of
Tender Form in:-2,000/- Date and
time of tender Closing 13.07-2021
at 15.00 Hrs Note:-The lender
document is available on |IREPS

Portal hitps:/fwww.ireps.gov.in,
Payment of tender cost and eamest
money will be accepted through
IREPSE online payment gateway
only.

Senior Divisional Commercial

koW WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY

Manager, WCR, Kota

=] North Eastern Railway

E-Tender Notice
Divisional Engineer/MWS for Chief
Workshop Manager, N.E. Railways,
Mechanical Workshop, Gorakhpur -
For and on behalf of President of India
invites open tenders through online
(E-Tendering) for the following work.
S.No. : 1, E-Tender Notice No. &
Name of the work : 01-2021-06-01
Mechanical Workshop-Carrying out
Zone No. 9A area mechanical
workshop CWM complete building,
CMT office, Motor Section, BTC
office complete building, Shatabdi
Gate, 1.C. Gate, Model room, PRS
office, Stationary room, All Union
office, CIB office, Main RPF Post
gate, Pump No. 8, Power House,
Andhra Bank, Co-operative Bank, Saw
Mill Shop, New Paint Shop, New
Furnishing Shop, Trimming Section,
Paint Shop, A.C. Coach Repair Shop,
Furnishing I shop, GER shop, Battery
Section, Manufacturing Shop, Coach
wiring, Train Lighting Shop & West
traversor, RCC Tank, SSE/Works
office, General Toilet No. 01 to 05 and
11 to 14, Health Unit, Planning
Building (expect sheds work) all civil
engineering work for maintenance for
P.E. 30.06.2022. Estimated cost : Rs.
11863680.00, Tender submission last
date & Time : 02.07.2021 14.00 hrs.
S.No. : 2, E-Tender Notice No. &
Name of the work : 01-2021-06-02
Mechanical Workshop-Carrying out
Zone No. 9 B area mechanical
workshop East Traversor & East Side
Shops of East Traversor- Power
Maintenance Shop, Machine Shop,
Heat Treatment Shop, Smithy Shop,
Carriage Component Shop, Millwright
shop, Meeting Hall near Millwright
Shop, Gas Godown, Pump No. 07,
Central Park, Wheel Shop, Welding
Shop, Spring Shop, Bogie Shop, Shell
Shop, Incoming Shed, WTWS
Section, Masonry Tank, E.T.P. General
Toilet No. 06, 07, 08, 09, 10 & Wards,
Service Building of Store Depot, R.P.F.
Post of Store Depot etc. (expect sheds
work) for maintenance of all civil
engineering work for P.E. 30.06.2022.
Estimated cost : Rs. 8131840.00,
Tender submission last date & Time
: 02.07.2021 14.00 hrs. S.No. : 3,
E-Tender Notice No. & Name of the
work : 01-2021-06-03-Mechanical
Workshop-Carrying out Zone No. 9C
area mechanical workshop & Store
Depot for maintenance of all work of]
sheds etc. for P.E. 30.06.2022.
Estimated cost : Rs. 6300000.00
Tender submission last date &
Time : 02.07.2021 14.00 hrs. The
details of above tender are also
available on Indian Railways website
WWWw.ireps.gov.in.

Divisional Engineer/MWS,

CPRO/Mech.-10 Gorakhpur

About any P Amenity ¢ lai
SMS on Mob. No. 09794845955

Do nottravel with inflammable article in train

cM
K

SEARCH FOR MISSING

General Publicis hereby informed that
one girl Namely: Jyoti, D/o:
Meghnath, Rlo: KH.NO. 1146, Kushak
No. 2, Jagdamba Colony, Kadi Vihar,
Delhi, Age: 22 Years, Height: 5',
Complexion: Fair, Built: Medium,
Face: Round, Wearing: Blue Suit,
Red Salwar and Hawai Chappal in feet
has been missing since 21.05.2021
from her house. In this regard DD No.
111A, Dated 21.05.2021 has been
lodged at PS. Swaroop Nagar, Delhi.
Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
the missing girl but no clue has come to light so far. If
anyone have any information about this missing girl please
inform the undersigned.
Web-site : http://cbi.nic.in
E-Mail ID: cic@cbi.gov.in
Fax: 011-24368639
DP/1072/0N/2021

JYOTI

SHO
PS. Swaroop Nagar, Delhi
Ph.: 011-27811415, 27811738

© Government of Jharkhand @
# Transport Department
(Lead Agency, Road Safety)

Expression of Interest

On behalf of the Department of Transport, Government of
Jharkhand, (DoT,GoJ) Lead Agency(Road Safety), Jharkhand invites
Expression of Interest for Registration of AIS 140 Compliant Vehicle
Location Tracking Device (VLTD) Manufacturers.

A complete set of EOI documents can be downloaded from
www.jhtransport.gov.in

The short details are given below:
VLTD/ suchibaddh-29/2021-(R.S) -216
! EOINo. D 11706201 )
Expression of Interest for Registration of
AIS 140 Compliant Vehicle Location
Tracking Device (VLTD) Manufacturers.
Joint Transport Commissioner (Road
Safety), Lead Agency, Road Safety, Ground
Floor, Engineers hostel-II, Near Golchakkar,
Dhurwa, Ranchi-834004
5,00,000/- (Rupees Five Lakhs only) for
VLTD Manufacturer.
10,000/- (Rupees Ten Thousand only)
for RFC.

50,00,000/- (Rupees Fifty Lakhs only) for
VLTD Manufacturer in form of
Performance Bank Guarantee.
10,00,000/- (Rupees Ten Lakhs only) for
RFC in form of Performance Bank
Guarantee.

11/06/2021

2 Name of the Work

3| EOI Inviting Authority

4 Registration fee

Performance Bank
Guarantee Fee

w

Starting date for
Submission of Document .
Last Date/Time for

(=)}

7 > 12/07/2021 at 04:00 pm
Submission of Document
8| Date of Opening of EOI 13/07/2021 at 12:00 pm
Lead Agency, Road Safety, Ground Floor,
9| Place of Communication Engineers hostel, Near Golchakkar,

Dhurwa, Ranchi ,Jharkhnad-834004
e-mail Id: roadsafety.jhr@gmail.com

Department of Transport (DoT,GoJ) reserves the right to
cancel the EOI process at any stage without assigning any reason
thereof. Joint Transport Commissioner
PR 247850 Transport(21-22)#D (Road Safety)

MADHYA PRADESH STATE CO-OPERATIVE

MARKETING FEDERATION LIMITED
H.0. : Jehangirabad, Bhopal (M.P.)
No. EE/295/2021 Dated : 11.06.2021

‘GENERAL EXPRESSION OF INTEREST'

The 'MP State Cooperative Marketing Federation Limited'
i.e 'Markfed'is an Apex autonomous Institution of Cooperative
Sector of Government of Madhya Pradesh, proposes to lease
out its Rice Mills and Cold Storages under lease agreement.
Hence 'General Expression of Interest' is hereby invited which
is open to all, from reputed experienced and financially sound
organizations/parties. To entertain the 'Interest' a Pre-
Qualification meeting will be organized on dated 06.07.2021
at a certain venue. Proposer may come forward with their
proposal of the use of Plant, Machinery and Infrastructure of
the Mills and Cold Storages, or any other business plan, on
PPP mode or other. Proposed lease of Rice Mills and Cold
Storages will be only in the 'as is where is' condition and with
Non functional 'Plant and Machineries'. Proposed Rice Mills
and Cold Storages are as follows :

Srranaiu

1. Rice Mill Gangerua 2. Rice Mill Garra

Distt. — Seoni Distt. - Balaghat
3. Rice Mill Sherganj 4. Rice Mill Ugli
Distt. - Satna Distt. - Seoni

5. Rice Mill Cum Dal Mill
Gohad Distt. - Bhind

7. Rice Mill Budhar
Distt. - Shahdol

9. Cold Storage Chhindwara.

6. Rice Mill Sheopurkalan
Distt. - Sheopurkalan

8. Rice Mill Cum Dal Mill
Jabalpur Distt. — Jabalpur

The Proposer should have an Established firm working in any
Sector licensed by Competent Authority, Presently functioning
anywhere. The Proposer should bring copies of relevant
Mandatory documents to prove the Prequalification mentioned
— above such as : 1. Registration Certificate, 2. GST
Registration, 3. PAN number, 4. IT returns for the last 3 years,
5. Return filed to the Registrar of Companies, 6. Any other
relevant Registration or Certificate, 7. Past Experience for
Last 03 years in Similar or any other field.

Selection Criteria for Pre-Qualification will be done by the
formed Committee of Markfed subject to their propsals based
on the best and innovative Ideas and Business proposals
presented, of the use of Rice Mills and Cold Storages presented
before the Committee, Pre-qualification of organizations/parties
will be done.

Markfed reserves itself the right to reject any of received
Proposals/Offers. Markfed also reserves the right to add or
remove the proposed Rice Mills and Cold Storages to lease.

Venue : Conferencing Meeting Hall,
New H.O. Building of MARKFED,
Jehangirabad, Bhopal, at 12:00 NOON.
Contact Person :

Chief Engineer (Mobile No.) - 7771855526

Assistant Engineer (Mobile No.) - 9893041725

M.P. Madhyam/100959/2021 SECRETARY

v ..
THE=D2HINDU
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspai er does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

Karnataka Bhavan, New Delhi.

Bakhshi Stadium Srinagar
Email ID:jksportscouncil@gmail.com
e-NIT No. 08 of 2021-22
DATED: 09 -06-2021

g

suppliers/Agencies for procurement of water sports equipments:-

e_ J&K SPORTS COUNCIL

For and on behalf of the Secretary, J&K State Sports Council, e-tender are invited from the
reputed manufacturers or their authorized distributors/ dealers or registered

g
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Senior police officers inspect the cache of arms and
ammunition in Amritsar on Friday. =pmi

bore (Made in China) and 22
magazines; 19 pistols of .30
bore (Star mark), 38 maga-
zines and 148 rounds; and 1
pistol of 9 mm (Baretta-Ita-
lian) and two magazines.”

‘Orders from gangster’

The DGP said preliminary in-
vestigation showed that Jagjit
had been directed by former
gangster-criminal Darmanjot
Singh alias Darmanjot Kah-
lon, to collect and conceal

the weapons’ consignment.
He had been in touch with
Darmanjot, at present based
in the U.S., during his stay in
Dubai from 2017 to December
2020.

Darmanjot had reportedly
tasked Jagjit to wait for furth-
er instructions for the deliv-
ery of the pistols, said the
DGP, adding that open-ended
warrants for Darmanjot, a
proclaimed offender in the
State, had been obtained.

Maoist leader

- shot dead
- in Odisha

STAFF REPORTER
BHUBANESWAR

Security forces in Odisha
shot down a top-rung
Maoist leader carrying a re-
ward of Z5 lakh on his head
on Friday.

“A Maoist cadre was
killed following an encoun-
ter with Special Operation
Group personnel at Jhanj
Reserve Forest of Ganjagu-
da area under Padampur
sub-division of Bargarh
early this morning. As an
AK-47 rifle was recovered
from the spot, it is believed
that the deceased person is
a high-ranking cadre,” said
Director General of Police
Abhay.

Later, the deceased
cadre was identified as Ra-
bindra, a senior member of
Bargarh-Balangir Maoist
committee.

About 10-12 cadres of
CPI (Maoist) had sneaked
into Odisha from Chhattis-
garh, said police sources.
After the encounter, secur-
ity forces intensified its
combing operation to nab
other cadres.

Bru refugee rehabilitation in
Tripura hits green panel hurdle

Response sought on complaint about resettlement in forest

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has sought replies from
the Forest Department and a
district administration in
Tripura on a complaint that
Bru refugees from adjoining
Mizoram were being resettled
in a forest.

On June 9, the Kolkata-
based eastern zonal Bench of
the NGT directed the Princi-
pal Secretary of Tripura’s For-
est Department, the District
Magistrate of North Tripura
district and other officials to
submit a report on the reha-
bilitation plan by July 14.

The order was issued on
the basis of a complaint by
Dhanishwar Debnath who cit-
ed an e-tender floated by the
Tripura government on No-
vember 4, 2020, seeking “cer-

Radhamohan
passes away

STAFF REPORTER
BHUBANESWAR

Professor Radhamohan,
one of the great propo-
nents of organic farming
and Padma Shri awardee,
passed away here on Fri-
day.

He was 78 and is sur-
vived by three daughters.

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
Office of the Resident Commissioner,

Chanakyapuri, New

No: DRC/KB/MGR(P&T )/Auction/2021-22 Date: 09-06.2021

AUCTION OF GOVERNMENT VEHICLES

Eight Vehicles, {one Two-Wheeler and seven Motor Cars)
belonging to the Government, will be auctioned at

For further details, interested Bidders / Buyers may visit
® our website: http:karnatakabhavan.karnataka.gov.in

or contact : 011-26117666 & 26117624 (Extn. 222).

The |ast date for submission of proposals is 18-06-2021.

Sd/- Account Officer & Chairman
Auction Committee

STAY PROTECTED FROM COVID-18, NO CARELESSNESS HNTJLTHERE IS A CURE,

lF.ﬂ

Karnataka Bhavan, No.10

Kautilya Marg
elhi-110 021

A Brurefugeein Tripura. =

tain constructions within a
forest area” in North Tripura
district.

The complainant, who re-
sides in the area, said the con-
struction for resettling the
Brus would be in a 250-hec-
tare green belt. He pointed
out that this would be in vio-
lation of Section 2 of the For-
est Conservation Act of 1980.

“In our opinion, matter re-
quires consideration,” the
Bench of Judicial Member B.

Amit Sthalekar and Expert
Member Saibal Dasgupta
said, allowing the complai-
nant to implead the State’s
Principal Chief Conservator
of Forest and Head of Forest
Force.

More than 40,000 Brus —
also called Reangs — have
been living in the Tripura re-
lief camps since 1997 after es-
caping ethnic violence in Miz-
oram. About 7,000 refugees
returned to Mizoram after
nine phases of repatriation
till November 30, 2019.

The rest stayed put citing
security reasons. The repa-
triation stalemate ended with
the signing of the quadripar-
tite agreement on in January
16, 2020, among representa-
tives of Brus, the Ministry of
Home Affairs and the Tripura
and Mizoram governments.

Odisha turmeric farmers
upbeat over new market

STAFF REPORTER
BHUBANESWAR

At a time when people lose
their livelihoods due to fre-
quent lockdowns in the pan-
demic, women growing tur-
meric in Odisha’s Koraput
district appear to have found
a foot-hold in a market that
promises perennial return
for their organic crop.

The turmeric grown in
Laxmipur block of Koraput
district is distinct as it con-
tains curcumin between
5.5% and 6.66%.

“The turmeric had, ho-
wever, never given them the
kind of return it should have
given. IFFCO Kisan, which is

into marketing of spices, re-
cently placed an order of 20
metric tonnes (mt) from tur-
meric producer groups pro-
moted by the Odisha Rural
Development And Marketing
Society, a government agen-
cy, and a women self-help
group. They successfully de-
livered the turmeric consign-
ment,” said Roshan Karthik,
ORMAS Deputy Chief Execu-
tive Officer, Koraput.

He informed that the com-
pany was interested in pro-
curing 500 mt of turmeric ev-
ery year. Now, the exposure
of turmeric farmers, mostly
tribals, to new market has in-
stilled a new confidence.

S.No| Particulars Adv. Cost

Cost of Tender

Document TO ADVERTISE:

1 Supply and Installation of Strength and Rs 58.32 Lacs

Conditioning equipments (Gym)

www.thehinduads.com
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Rs 2000/-

PUBLIC NOTICE

|, Deepa Khurana my husband Sh. Pankaj

OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE

St =y 3 2L

With a heavy heart, we regret to
announce the passing of

| Shri AN Raina

| agreat father, aloving grandfather and

great grandfather who left for heavenly
abode on 05.06.2021.

Date of Publishing of tender

09.06.2021 from 04.00 P.M

PUBLIC NOTICE

Period of Down loading of documents
upto4.00 P.M

09.06.2021 from 02.00 P.M to 30.06.2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Baljit

Date of Pre-Bid Meeting
Secretary, J&K Sports
Stadium Srinagar

14.06.2021 at 11.00 A.M in the office of

Kowr @ Baljit Kaur D/o Nian Singh,
R/o 14/36-A, Second Floor, Tilak
Nagar, Delhi is applying to the
Secretary to the Government of India

Council, Bakhshi,

Bid submission start date

12.06.2021from 10.0 0A.M

in the Ministry of Home Affairs for
Naturalization and that any person

Bid submission end date (online documents)

30.06.2021 upto 4.00 P.M

who knows any reason why
naturalization should not be granted

Date & time of opening of Bids ( online)

01.07.2021 after 11:00 A.M or subsequent
date in the office of Secretary, J&K Sports
Council, Bakhshi, Stadium Srinagar

should send a written signed
statement of the facts to the said
Secretary.

The tender documents along with other Terms and Conditions of the

uploaded in electronic format on the website http://jktenders.govt.in The

DIPK-NB-1156/21

documents can be downloaded from the website http://jktenders.govt.in The tender shall be

to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents like CDR/PAN/GST Number/ Demand
Draft/ (Tender fee)/ registration certificate duly renewed. The cost of tender documents shall
be deposited in the J&K Bank bearing Account No.: 0067040100006185, IFSC Code:
JAKAOStreet, Branch: H.S.H. Street. The cost of tender document is non refundable.

J&K Sports Council

Khurana S/o Shri Ved Prakash Khurana R/o
24/44 Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi-110060
has unfortunately passed away on
01/01/2021 in New Delhi. |, requested
Supertech Ltd. to transfer this flat/ Unit No.
1503 SOCRATES-1, CZAR Suit Plot No. 2,
Sector Omicron-1, Greater Noida (U.P) in the
name of Deepa Khurana. If anybody has any
objection he/she may contact Mr. Vaibhav
Mittal of Supertech Ltd. E- square C-2,
sector-96, Noida (U.P) within 15 days of this
notice being published. Deepa Khurana W/o
Late Sh. PankajKhurana.
Ramesh Kumar (Advocate)
Office: 66, Khanna Market,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi -110 054.

NIT and relevant PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Jagtar|
Singh S/o Karam Singh, R/o 14/36-
A, Second Floor, Tilak Nagar, Delhi
is applying to the Secretary to the
Government of India in the Ministry
of Home Affairs for Naturalization
and that any person who knows
any reason why naturalization

d/- should not be granted should send
SECRETARY, a written signed statement of the
facts to the said Secretary.

bidders shall have

»

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Ajmit
Kawr @ Ajmit Kaur D/o Jagtar Singh
@ Jaktar Singh, R/o 14/36-A,
Second Floor, Tilak Nagar, Delhi is
applying to the Secretary to the
Government of India in the Ministry|
of Home Affairs for Naturalization
and that any person who knows any
reason why naturalization should not
be granted should send a written
signed statement of the facts to the
said Secretary.

SER AN B i

He will be deeply missed by his family
and loved ones.

i Born on 12.10.1933.

| S/0 Late Shri Nand Lal Raina originally

|l from 42 Sathu Barbarshah, Kashmir

S presently at D69, Sector 27, Noida, UP.

Rituals of 10th, 11th and 12th day will be performed
from 13.06.2021 - 15.06.2021.
Rituals of 10th Day will be performed at
Muradnagar and 11th and 12th day rituals at his residence in Noida.

In grief:
Indu Kaul (Daughter), Lokesh Kaul (Son in Law),
Sanjay Raina & Anita Raina,
Vimal Raina & Kavita Raina (Sons and Daughter in Laws)
with all his grandchildren and great grandchildren,
the entire Raina and Bagh (Rainawari) family.

{ ™
+919899064376 | +91 9811620470 it
+919811371524 - L
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[taly has paid 10 crore, Centre tells SC

= A¥A T
Noted Kannada poet
Siddalingaiah no more
BENGALURU

Noted Dalit poet

Dr. Siddalingaiah, 67, passed
away on Friday, losing his
fight against COVID-19. He
was in Manipal Hospitals for
over a month. He was on
ventilator support for several
weeks. He is survived by wife,
who also was afflicted by the
infection but recovered, a son
and a daughter.

Rainfall likely to pick up
over Kerala in a few days
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

After an uneventful start, the
southwest monsoon is
expected to pick up over
Kerala in the next few days,
although a vigorous phase
does not seem to be on the
cards. A low-pressure area
has formed over the
northwest Bay of Bengal, but
its influence on rainfall over
Kerala may not be as strong
as initially expected,
according to the IMD.

Court worried if kin will ‘fritter away’
money; it will pass orders on Tuesday

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI
The Central government in-
formed the Supreme Court
on Friday that Italy had paid
%10 crore compensation for
disbursal among the families
of fishermen shot dead/in-
jured by two Italian marines
detailed on Enrica Lexie, an
Italian-flagged vessel in 2012,
who mistook them for pi-
rates off the coast of Kerala.

Earlier this year, the go-
vernment approached the
court for closure of the pend-
ing trial against marines Sal-
vatore Girone and Massimi-
liano Latorre, following a
United National tribunal de-
cision that the duo would be
tried in Italy. On April 9, the
court said it would consider
passing an order to quash
the criminal proceedings on-
ly after Italy deposited 10
crore as compensation for
the bereaved families of the
fishermen.

“They [Italy] have deposit-

ed %10 crore. This is compen-
sation over and above the ex
gratia amount paid earlier to
the families. We have accept-
ed the award of the tribunal
as a nation. Kerala has filed
an affidavit, saying 10 crore
is acceptable to it. The affida-
vit has annexed letters of
consent from the families al-
so,” Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, for the Centre,
submitted.

For Italy, advocate Suhail
Dutt, submitted that India’s
jurisdiction over the marines
had stopped as soon as Italy
paid the compensation
amount.

¥4 cr. each to 2 families

The court, however, asked
how the money would be ap-
portioned among the fami-
lies. The lawyer for the vic-
tims’ side said the two
families would get ¥4 crore
each while the owner of the
boat on which the fishermen
were sailing would get 32

Sri Lankan nationals staying
illegally in Mangaluru held

They landed in TN. on March 17 and were to go to Canada

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MANGALURU

The Mangaluru city police
on Friday announced the ar-
rest of 38 Sri Lankan nation-
als who were staying illegally
in the city for about two
months.

Police also arrested six
people who allegedly ar-
ranged their stay here.

Police Commissioner N.
Shashi Kumar told reporters
that the arrests were made
based on inputs from intelli-
gence agencies as well as
their Tamil Nadu counter-

parts. They were picked up
from Hotel Sea Port on Azi-
zuddin Road near Bunder,
City Lodge at Rao and Rao
Circle, and two houses at
Bengre.

The foreigners and their
handlers are said to have
told the owners of the ac-
commodations that they
were workers in fishing
boats. Cases under the In-
dian Penal Code, Foreigners
Act and Rules, and Passport
Act have been registered
against them at Mangaluru
South police station.

Initial inquiry suggests
the foreigners, mostly from
north Lanka, landed at
Thoothukudi in Tamil Nadu
in boats on March 17. They
were to be taken to Canada
by the sea route thereafter.
Since vigilance was intensi-
fied in Tamil Nadu for the
Assembly poll, they were
sent out initially to Bengalu-
ru and then to Mangaluru by
road.

They had reportedly paid
up to 10 lakh Sri Lankan ru-
pees to agents for moving to
Canada.

- &8 .

A file photo of Italian marines Salvatore Girone and
Massimiliano Latorre in Kochi.

crore. Kerala government la-
wyer, senior advocate K.N.
Balagopal, said compensa-
tion could be paid to the vic-
tims through the State go-
vernment.

The court expressed con-
cern about whether the mo-
ney received as compensa-
tion would be “frittered
away” once it reached the fa-
milies. The Bench asked
whether any orders should
be passed to protect the cap-
ital, like putting it in a fixed
deposit, for the time being.

ED searches
offices of TRS
MP’s firm

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
HYDERABAD

Enforcement Directorate
officials on Friday conduct-
ed searches at some of the
offices of Madhucon Group
belonging to TRS MP and
its Lok Sabha floor leader
Nama Nageswara Rao,
sources said.

The searches are related
to alleged fund diversion of
Ranchi Expressway Limit-
ed, a Madhucon Group
company, they said.

The searches were con-
ducted at Madhucon offic-
es in Jubilee Hills here and
residences of some of the
directors, sources said.

“Four crore is not a small
amount... It should not be
frittered away. How do we
protect their [families’] inter-
ests,” Justice Shah asked.
The victims’ lawyer said
the legal heirs of the fisher-
men have attained the age of
majority. Mr. Balagopal said
the State had earlier con-
ducted a preliminary verifi-
cation of the legal heirs and
found them responsible. The
money the families had ear-
lier received as ex gratia pay-
ments had been utilised well.

Justice Shah suggested
that the Supreme Court dis-
pose of the case by asking
the Kerala High Court to dis-
burse the amount. The
Bench finally shifted the case
to Tuesday for passing
orders.

In April, the Supreme
Court directed that the Re-
public of Italy transfer the
compensation amount to an
account number, which
would be handed over to it
by the Ministry of External
Affairs. The Ministry would
in turn deposit the money
with the Supreme Court.

The international tribu-
nal’s finding that the marines
had immunity came seven
years after the Supreme
Court ordered the Centre to
“proceed with the investiga-
tion and trial of the marines”
in a decision on January 18,
2013. The Supreme Court
had ordered the Centre to set
up a special court to try the
case. Prior to the Supreme
Court verdict, the Kerala
High Court had also found
that the marines enjoyed no
immunity.

HC upholds CCI order to
probe Amazon, Flipkart

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU
In a setback to e-commerce
majors Amazon and Flip-
kart, the Karnataka High
Court on Friday upheld the
Competition Commission of
India’s January 2020 order
to conduct an investigation
through its Director General
into whether the companies
had entered into anti-com-
petitive agreements in viola-
tion of the provisions of the
Competition Act 2002.
Justice P.S. Dinesh Kumar
passed the order while dis-
missing the petitions filed
by Amazon Seller Services
Pvt. Ltd., and Flipkart Inter-
net Pvt. Ltd. The e-com-

merce companies had ques-
tioned January 13 order of
the CCI, which had ordered
probe through its Director
General.

“It is expected that an or-
der directing investigation
be supported by 'some rea-
soning', which the Commis-
sion has fulfilled. Therefore,
it would be unwise to pre-
judge the issues raised by
the petitioners in these writ
petitions at this stage and
scuttle the investigation.
Therefore, the impugned or-
der does not call for any in-
terference,” the Court said.

It vacated the stay grant-
ed in Feb. 2020 on CCI’s Ja-
nuary 13, 2020 order.

' WEATHER WATCH

RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY
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TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 17.00 HRS)

¢ Forecast for Saturday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isol- :
ated places over Uttarakhand, Gangetic West Bengal, west Mad-
i hya Pradesh, coastal Andhra Pradesh, Yanam, Telangana and :
¢ coastal Karnataka. Thunderstorm with lightning/gusty winds :
. likely at isolated places over Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh, Manipur, :
¢ Sikkim, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Vidarbha, Marathwada and Kerala :

LTy RAIN  MAX  MIN cITy RAIN  MAX :
: Agartala................ 3...33.0....26.2 Kozhikode........c.co..... 16....31.5....23.8 :
: Ahmedabad. ....28.2 Kurnool ... —...36.9...27.2 :
¢ Aizawl......... 219  Lucknow.. ..35.5....25.6 :
: Allahabad.... ...25.4 Madurai... ..39.5....29.2
: Bengaluru ... ..20.4  Mangaluru... ..29.9....21.9 :
: Bhopal............ . ....25.0 Mumbai ... 4...30.9....23.4 :
: Bhubaneswar.........—.... 32.7....25.6 Mysuru .. .—....33.0...21.4 :
: Chandigarh ...... 15.6....37.0....24.2 New Delhi .8....39.0....20.4 :
: Chennai ....cooeueuee 1...34.2...285 Patna ...... ....34.6...24.8 :
: Coimbatore. .34.0....23.3  Port Blair. 6...29.9....26.4 :
* Dehradun.......cccc..—... 33.2....245 Puducherry .. —....35.9....26.4 :
Gangtok.. 0.1...23.2...16.9 Pune........ —....30.6....21.6

Goa......... 0.2...33.1....27.4 Raipur .5....26.6....23.3 :

Guwahati .............. 5...32.0...24.8  Ranchi..... 4..31.8...22.1 :
: Hubballi................ —....27.0...22.0 Shillong... ..3...245...17.3 ¢
: Hyderabad .. 19...30.7....22.0 Shimla..... 1...28.2...19.0 :
¢ Imphal.... ...28.6....22.5  Srinagar........... -...34.0...19.8 :
* Jaipur. ....30.8 Thiruvananthapuram.. 5...32.3...25.2
¢ Kochi...... ...24.6 Tiruchi........c.... -...38.1...27.4
: Kohima... ....18.2 Vijayawada .. .35...31.0....25.4 :
: Kolkata......cccoeeeee = ....26.3 Visakhapatnam ............. -...33.6...27.4 :

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

: CITIES S0: NO: CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

: Ahmedabad..... .. 3 .45 .68 ...31 ..46 ..H

: Bengaluru....... .. 8 .46 .42 .. - 110 .. In observation made at

: . 4.00 p.m., Prayagraj, Uttar

: Chen_na| .......... 37 .20 151 ...44 .49 .. pradesh recorded an overall
¢ Delhi 3 .45 38 .222 178 ..M i quality index (AQI) score :
: Hyderabad ...... .. 3 .67 .12 .20 .34 .H of 387 indicating an :
¢ Kolkata..o.oooees .. 5 .17 .18 ...55 ..55 ..M  unhealthy level of pollution. :
: In contrast, Gadag, :
: Lucknm_/v. e .— .60 .53 .92 .101 ... Karnataka recorded a

¢ Mumbai.. 33 .66 ...26 .65 ..M pealthy AQI score of 11

D Pune. .14 .86 ..102 .66 ...

: Visakhapatnam 13 .56 .35 ...57 ..81 ..M

¢ Air Quality Code: M Poor M Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQl) :
: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, :
: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: and monuments.

: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

* reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
¢ death in people with heart or lung disease :

Cases outpace recoveries in Maharashtra again

Over 2,600 deaths added in ‘reconciliation’ process; Pune reports spike of 1400 cases; 721 new cases in Mumbai

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PUNE

For the second consecutive day,
COVID-19 cases outweighed re-
coveries in Maharashtra on Fri-
day. Just 8,104 patients were dis-
State
recorded 11,766 new cases as its
active case tally rose to 1,61,704.

A total of 2,619 deaths were
added to the State’s progressive

charged while the

MUMBAI

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

HC: why can't Centre start
door-to-door vaccination

Court cites Kerala and J&K as examples

date them from time to time.”
The court, however, told

: ¢ MUMBAI

i | SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

¢ i The Bombay High Court on Friday
: ¢ initiated judicial inquiry into the
¢ i building collapse at Malwani in Ma-
¢ ¢ lad, which killed 12 people. The court
. i ordered that a preliminary report be
¢ ¢ filed on June 24.

© A Division Bench of Chief Justice

‘Bombay HC initiates inquiry
into Malad building collapse

: Court seeks filing of preliminary report on June 24

of the ward concerned responsible.
Eight innocent children died on the
first day of the rains.” The court said,
“This is nothing but lawlessness. You
can realise the pain we are facing due
to the death of people, including [of ]
innocent children. This pain should
also be felt by the corporators. We
are shocked. This is a man-made dis-

death toll, of which 273 oc-
curred during the last 48 hours
and 133 occurred during the
past week. The State’s total
death toll has climbed to
1,06,367 with the case fatality
rate rising to 1.81%. The total
cases have reached 58,87,853,
while cumulative recoveries
have risen to 56,16,857 with the
recovery rate dipping to 95.4%.
Pune reported 1,400 new cas-
es, taking its tally to 10,33,063.
As per State Health Department
figures, 50 deaths were report-
ed as the toll rose to 13,638. As
per district authorities, the ac-
tive case tally has declined to
14,000, while the total death toll
had reached over 18,000.
Mumbai reported 721 new
cases to take its total case tally to
7,14,216, while the active count

Keeping virus in check: A healthcare worker collects a nasal sample
from a passenger at Dadar station in Mumbai on Friday. =p1i

as 24 fatalities took the city’s
death count to 15,079. Mumbai
had been moved to ‘Level 2’ in
the government’s second week
notification for the unlock pro-
cess. Mumbai’s case positivity
rate has declined to 4.4%, while
bed occupancy has increased.

Curbs to be eased in Pune

With Pune city’s case positivity
rate declining steadily, Maha-
rashtra Deputy Chief Minister
Ajit Pawar on Friday announced
a further relaxation of restric-
tions from June 14, with shops,

mitted to open for longer hours.

Mr. Pawar, however, stressed
that the decision would be ap-
plicable from Monday only if the
city’s case positivity rate re-
mained within the 5% limit as
earlier decreed by the State go-
vernment in its unlocking order.

As per the new relaxations,
essential and non-essential
shops can remain open till 7
p-m., while restaurants and ho-
tels will be permitted to remain
open till 10 p.m. Malls will be al-
lowed to function at 50% capac-
ity while libraries, too, will be

The Bombay High Court on
Friday asked the Union go-
vernment if it has different
policies for different States
on door-to-door vaccination.

A Division Bench of Chief
Justice Dipankar Datta and
Justice G.S. Kulkarni said it
was unable to understand
what the Centre’s problem
was in starting door-to-door
vaccination when Kerala and
Jammu & Kashmir were do-
ing it successfully.

Additional Solicitor Gener-
al Anil Singh told the court
that COVID-19 had a national
impact and all States needed
to work in coordination with
the Centre. “The Centre for-
mulates guidelines and it is
expected of all State govern-
ments to follow them and up-

Mr. Singh to take a uniform
policy decision. “We want to
save as many lives as possi-
ble. We are not able to under-
stand what the Centre’s pro-
blem is. Why don’t you
communicate with these
States and if it appeals to you,
you can ask other States to
start the drive,” the court
said. It asked the government
to take a sound decision.
“BMC Commissioner said
‘Chase The Virus’... It was a
catchy phrase,” the court told
the corporation’s counsel.
“Did you have to take the per-
mission from the Union for
it?” The court said it was hap-
py with the job being done by
the BMC and asked why it
was hesitant about introduc-
ing door-to-door vaccination.

. 1 Dipankar Datta and Justice G.S. Kul-
¢ ¢ karni said the incident proved that
¢ ¢ there existed absolute lawlessness in
¢ ¢ the municipal wards. The Bench said
¢ it was pained by the incident, in
¢ which eight children lost their lives.

The court took note of four inci-

i ¢ dents of building collapse from May
¢ 15toJune 10 this year, which resulted
i ¢ in the death of 24 people. The court
¢ said, “What is happening? How ma-
¢ ¢ ny lives will be lost? What type of
¢ ¢ buildings are these? Were they iden-
¢ ¢ tified as dangerous or illegal, but not
: i demolished, or were they not identi-
¢ ¢ fied? You [the municipal corpora-
¢ ¢ tion] can’t play with the lives of peo-
i 1 ple. We have to hold those in charge

aster. Every monsoon it has to hap-
pen. Why can’t it be prevented?”

The court also told the Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corporation to
ask Mayor Kishori Pednekar whether
she had said that the civic body was
not able to demolish buildings be-
cause of HC orders.

The court said, “We are not going
to tolerate politics over building col-
lapses. We have said that if a building
is dangerous or dilapidated, then the
concerned authority should ap-
proach the court for demolition. We
are surprised that despite giving li-
berty to the corporations to ap-
proach the courts, the corporations
are shifting the blame on us.”

SOOOOOOODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOBOODOOOOOOOOOOIOOOOBOOOOBOOOOOBOOIOOOOGOOOOBOOOOOOOOIOOOORPOOOOBOOOOO

has declined to 17,931. As many

restaurants and hotels to be per-

opened to the public.

Extremely heavy showers expected
in Mumbai region tomorrow: IMD

Red alert issued for coastal districts of Ratnagiri, Raigad

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

Mumbai and neighbouring
areas are “very likely” to re-
ceive extremely heavy rain-
fall at isolated places on Sun-
day, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said on Friday.

It also issued a red alert
for Ratnagiri and Raigad dis-
tricts. The IMD said a few
places in Mumbai and neigh-
bouring Thane may receive

cM
K

heavy rains on Saturday too.
Rainfall of more than
204.5 mm in 24 hours is con-
sidered extremely heavy.
“Mumbai, Thane, Raigad
and Ratnagiri districts are
very likely to receive ex-
tremely heavy rains at isolat-
ed places on Sunday. Raigad
and Ratnagiri districts have
a similar alert for Saturday
as well,” said the Regional
Meteorological Centre.
Mumbai and Thane dis-

»

tricts would “very likely re-
ceive heavy to very heavy
rainfall at a few places [on
Saturday],” it added.

In the rest of Maharash-
tra, there would be moder-
ate rains with thunder-
storms and lightning in the
next two days, with varied
intensity, the forecast said.

Mumbai got some respite
on Friday after heavy show-
ers over the last two days
brought the city to a halt.

Man out on bail arrested for chain
snatching in Navi Mumbai, Thane

RAINA ASSAINAR
NAVI MUMBAI

The Navi Mumbai Crime Branch has
arrested a 25-year-old man, who was
released on bail on April 24 on CO-
VID-19 grounds, in connection with
14 chain snatching cases in Navi
Mumbai and Thane. The accused,
Fazal Ayub Qureshi, had been arrest-
ed last year for his involvement in 22
chain snatching cases. “We identi-
fied Qureshi from CCTV footage,”
said senior police inspector Giridhar
Gore from Crime Branch’s Unit II.

In his earlier crimes, he had an ac-
complice, but this time he worked

alone, Mr. Gore said. According to
the police, it was difficult to trace the
accused as he switched on his mo-
bile phone for four minutes a day.
Police teams were deployed near
Vartak Nagar, Kalyan, Bhiwandi,
Mumbra and Thane railway stations.
The accused kept changing his loca-
tion and was finally arrested from
Kalyan on Wednesday. “We reco-
vered two vehicles and gold chains
worth 35 lakh,” Mr. Gore said. He
was wanted in 14 cases in Panvel, Ka-
lamboli, Kharghar, APMC, Manpada
and Bhiwandi; and seven cases each

in Navi Mumbai and Thane.
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Sharda Baruah, 94, passed peacefully on June 10 after a rich and
fulfilling life. Loving grandmother, mother-in-law, mother, radio
broadcaster and theatre actor, she was married to U.L. Baruah. Born
in Quetta, Sharda lived in Hyderabad before moving to Delhi in 1959.
Strongly secular and nationalist, she gave away all her jewellery for ¢
§ the 1962 war effort. Her Pandara Road home was an open house for §
poets and poetry gatherings. She was a voracious reader and spent §
much of her last years in the company of books and newspapers.
Sharda delighted in the company of her many friends and doted on
her grandchildren. She was cremated on Friday afternoon in Delhi.

Rishika, Kabir, Anushka, Antara, Kartik, Rajeev, Ritu, Sanjeey,
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Counting the dead

Measuring excess deaths is the best possible
way to estimate the count of COVID-19 deaths

he real time mortality impact of the COVID-19
Tpandemic is an important statistical measure to

guide policy responses. But measuring the actual
count is not an easy task. WHO, in January 2021, had es-
timated, based on excess deaths data in Europe and the
American continents, that actual deaths were at least
1.6 times over the official count. The problem of under-
counting, even in mature public health systems across
the developed world, is largely because patients who
die due to cardiovascular issues among others even af-
ter apparent recovery from COVID-19 are sometimes
not tracked and registered as COVID-19-related deaths.
This is why even in Kerala — with 100% registration of
deaths and a relatively low case fatality rate — following
criticisms about the methodology to evaluate whether a
death was related to COVID-19, the health administra-
tion in the districts, rather than a State-level audit com-
mittee, will now audit deaths. But there is another class
of under-counting across States, where health bulletins
mislead by reporting a lower number of cases and
deaths. This is the case with Bihar where the reported
toll was suddenly increased by 72% following a Health
Department review after the Patna High Court found
discrepancies in figures cited by different agencies in
Buxar district. Bihar is among the States in India with
the lowest civil registration of deaths, with barely 34.1%
of the dead being registered, according to the Civil Re-
gistration System (CRS) report of 2018. Estimations of
the actual count of the dead are difficult to obtain in
other States such as Uttar Pradesh as well, where public
health systems are poor and neither the infections nor
deaths have been effectively tracked, especially in rural
areas, where many have died outside of hospitals.

One method to assess the actual number of deaths
due to COVID-19 is by calculating the excess deaths dur-
ing the given period when the pandemic has raged,
compared to the baseline mortality occurring in similar
time frames before the pandemic. This exercise also
works best if death registrations are relatively high,
which should be possible in most districts as registra-
tion of deaths has improved to 76% according to CRS
2018. Excess deaths analyses in Gujarat, Chennai and
Kolkata based on collations of preliminary registration
data by news organisations suggest that they were near-
ly 10, five and seven times higher, respectively, than re-
ported fatalities during the second wave. If the CRS da-
tasets, maintained by the Office of the Registrar General
and Census Commissioner of India besides State regis-
trars and municipal officials with a good quality of re-
gistration, are made available, it would enable better es-
timation of the actual mortality figures. In the
meantime, only honest reporting of the deaths will help
provide better mitigation strategies.

Monsoon malady

Mumbai must urgently replace decrepit
buildings to prevent houses collapsing in rain
r | \he monsoon over the greater Mumbai region has

come to be characterised by the unsettling an-
nual spectacle of collapsing buildings, and this
year is proving to be no different. An unsafe multi-sto-
reyed building in a core area of the city has collapsed on
to another, leaving at least 11 people dead and exposing
once again, the decrepit base of dwellings in India’s
much-romanticised economic powerhouse. The disas-
ter has brought in its wake the familiar litany of accusa-
tions, of people occupying unsafe and illegal buildings,
and civic authorities failing to act in time. Mumbai’s
Mayor Kishori Pednekar has responded to criticism
with a helpless exhortation to the city administration to
remove dangerous structures. Going beyond these
predictable impulses, the overburdened city needs a
time-bound and accountable system of ensuring the sa-
fety of its housing stock. Coinciding with this year’s
monsoon, the Maharashtra Housing and Area Develop-
ment Authority identified 21 structures in Mumbai as
being extremely dangerous, with an advisory to over
700 occupants to move to transit accommodation,
while reconstruction is undertaken. Understandably,
the occupants are reluctant, since the alternative hous-
ing is far away from their education and work locations.
This is a conundrum that Maharashtra will have to ad-
dress, treating it as a crisis that will only be aggravated
by changes to monsoon rainfall intensity over time.
Coastal Maharashtra sits in the pathway of extreme
monsoon weather events, which are forecast to in-
crease in frequency due to ongoing warming of the Ara-
bian Sea. Scientists including those of the Indian Insti-
tute of Tropical Meteorology have proposed, in the
context of the deluge a few years ago, that accurate
monsoon forecasting over central India, incorporating
changes to sea surface temperature, would help go-
vernments prepare better to save lives and agriculture.
For Mumbai, what this means is to accelerate its repair
and rehabilitation programme for weak structures and
replace those that cannot be salvaged. The city desper-
ately needs channels for huge volumes of water to flow
out, and a plan to create new urban wetlands where
feasible to store the precipitation. A rejuvenated Mithi
river — its planned clean-up has been delayed by the
COVID-19 crisis — could offer some relief, but more wa-
terbodies are needed. And it will take a mass housing
programme to make life safer for the thousands in ho-
vels. A far-sighted plan to shift people from squalid
buildings to modern ones is also a health imperative;
such a start must be made with the most dangerous
structures. It is also unseemly for political parties to use
a disaster such as the one in Malad as a cudgel against
the government, considering that Mumbai’s civic base
lies neglected over the decades regardless of who ruled.
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Refocused vaccination campaigns are possible

Local planning will need to go hand-in-hand with equitable plans at the national and global levels

N.S. PRASHANTH

oornima and Ashok, 80-year-
Pold parents of two and

grandparents of three, have
been hunkered down in their
Mumbai apartment for a year.
When a COVID-19 vaccine became
available in March 2021, they went
to the local hospital to get their
first dose of the Serum Institute of
India’s Covishield vaccine — the
vaccine that was supposed to save
the world. Seeing long lines and
not wanting to risk being infected
while waiting to be vaccinated,
they returned home. This hap-
pened again the next day before a
very helpful staff member of the
World Health Organization (WHO)
stepped in to help, taking them to
a health centre early one morning
and making sure they did not have
to wait in a line to get vaccinated.
This played out again in April 2021
for their second dose. This couple
was lucky.

Where the focus must be

As we look ahead to what is pro-
mised to be a transition from a
lack of vaccine supply to one of
greater availability, the plan must
be to prioritise people like the two
octogenarians in Mumbai — older
adults who remain unvaccinated,
and very much at risk. Ensure we
vaccinate them before we open
vaccination to younger adults.
This would prioritise people based
on the risk of severe disease, and
need — essential principles if we
plan with justice in mind.

Local governments and munici-
palities should also prioritise vac-
cines for the historically marginal-
ised by focusing through the lens
of equity and justice. What does it
mean to focus through a lens of
equity and justice? It would mean
ensuring that the vaccine roll-out
does not result in avoidable diffe-
rences in vaccine uptake — and
hence preventable disease and

death — between marginalised
groups and the rest of the country.
It would require prioritising the
poor, religious minorities, socially
disadvantaged castes, Adivasi
communities, those living in re-
mote areas, and women.

In Chhattisgarh

One example of an equity-focused
vaccination plan came from the
Chhattisgarh government. The
plan prioritised ration card hol-
ders, specifically because they are
poor, and often live in multi-gener-
ation, larger households, putting
them at higher risk of infection.
They also often lack access to mo-
bile phones and the Internet,
which are necessary to register for
vaccination. Though the High
Court asked that the plan be mod-
ified to provide vaccines to the
general public alongside ration
card holders, we would propose
prioritisation of the marginalised
when vaccine supply is limited in
order to minimise the risk of sev-
ere outcomes due to COVID-19.
WHO’s strategic advisory group of
experts on immunisation recom-
mend prioritising sociodemo-
graphic groups at significantly
higher risk of severe disease or
death (for vaccination) in the con-
text of limited supply (https://
bit.ly/3pGy99C). We should en-
sure that we remove barriers to
vaccination for the most vulnera-
ble in India to minimise preventa-
ble disease and deaths.

India depended, and continues
to depend on the AstraZeneca vac-
cine because it was stable in a re-
frigerator for longer periods than
mRNA vaccines (https://
bit.ly/3gv0O2Ny). Presumably, this
was so that vaccines could be
made available where freezers do
not exist. But it also enables the
vaccine to be transported in vac-
cine carriers, and taken to the pe-
ople where they are. In Indian vil-
lages, Accredited Social Health
Activists (ASHAs) and Auxiliary
Nurse-Midwives (ANMs) have vast
experience and expertise with
campaign-style pulse polio vacci-
nation and newborn vaccination;
their expertise should be har-
nessed to take vaccines to villag-
ers.

GETTY IMAGES

Urban slums and neighbour-
hoods, where socially disadvan-
taged caste and community
groups, and migrants from Adivasi
communities often reside, have
poor access to and low levels of
trust in the health-care system.
Vaccines should be provided in
camps or door-to-door in such
areas. Appropriately, local govern-
ments are considering providing
vaccines to older adults in door-to-
door campaigns. A similar ap-
proach — vaccination camps
where people live and work —
could also greatly enhance vaccine
uptake among essential workers
and the poor. We need to ensure
that those who work for daily wag-
es are able to get the vaccine with-
out having to forego work or pay.

Adivasi communities also reside
in remote and forested areas that
are also being ravaged by waves of
death, presumably due to CO-
VID-19; vaccine distribution
should be prioritised to districts
where they live. In India today,
perhaps the most marginalised are
religious minorities, and, specifi-
cally, poor Muslim communities.
Vaccine distribution should also
be prioritised to Muslim-dominat-
ed tier-3 towns across the country.
An explicit focus on justice would
prioritise the engagement of trust-
ed spokespeople to engage in ef-
fective risk communication with
vulnerable and marginalised com-
munities, and to build trust in the
vaccine.

Women-only vaccine days

We need women-only vaccine
days to ensure that women know
that they are being prioritised.
During the 1918 influenza pandem-
ic, India was one of few locations
where mortality was higher in wo-
men than in men (https:/
bit.ly/3gfc4vH), and we barely un-

derstand the drivers of this obser-
vation. In the current pandemic, it
is very possible that if women are
not explicitly prioritised, econom-
ic pressures to protect the (often
male) breadwinner in families,
and the historically marginalised
stature of women in society, will
end up resulting in gender inequi-
ties in vaccine uptake — early signs
of exactly this have been recently
reported.

Unfortunately, our data during
the pandemic do not allow us to
examine whether gender, caste,
religious, and indigenous identi-
ties have impacted the risk of
SARS-CoV-2 infection or death.
Despite global calls for better sur-
veillance (https://bit.ly/2TjQxZU),
including among vulnerable
groups, India does not regularly
report even gender-disaggregated
data. Despite crowd-sourced ef-
forts to collect and make data
available, reporting of geographic
and other meta-data for tests con-
ducted and sequenced samples is
variable across laboratories and
States. Better leadership to stan-
dardise and enforce meta-data col-
lection and timely reporting is es-
sential to inform data-driven
interventions and prioritised re-
source mobilisation.

Equity and justice

Local planning will need to go
hand-in-hand with a refocus on
equity and justice at the national
and global levels as well. National-
ly, people have recognised that
digital apps for registration are a
recipe for inequity along age, gen-
der, and economic dimensions,
and reports have highlighted the
plight of those on the wrong side
of the digital divide. COWIN data
that are available to date (https://
bit.ly/2RJWQFw) show that vacci-
nation rates have been inequitable
between tribal and non-tribal
areas (https://bit.ly/2TY9qBU), for
example. Going forward, let us fo-
cus on first doing no harm — get
people vaccinated to save the lives
most at risk. At the national level,
the recent decision to procure vac-
cines centrally and make COVID-19
vaccines available free of cost
through the public system goes a
long way towards ensuring equity

and justice. WHO has been tireless
in its call for the urgent need for
vaccine equity at the global level.
In an ideal world, vaccines would
be procured and equitably distri-
buted to countries based on need
through the COVAX (facility
(https://bit.ly/3pRoXPS). But in-
stead, wealthy countries have
once again, as during the 2009
HINI flu pandemic, secured more
doses than they need to vaccinate
every member of their population
(https://bit.ly/3zmRa5a), and even
pre-ordered  booster  doses
(https://reut.rs/3pHTINL).  This
leaves only poor countries to be
dependent on supplies through
COVAX, and they find themselves
at the end of the line. This is a
wake-up call for setting up vaccine
distribution systems with equity in
mind for the next pandemic. At
this time, unfortunately, poor
countries are at the mercy of the
European Union and the United
States, who need to donate vac-
cines now. They need to vaccinate
the world alongside their own
communities — they need to vacci-
nate grandparents everywhere
alongside children and adoles-
cents within their borders. Work
during the 2009 HiN1 flu pandem-
ic showed that willingness among
the U.S. public to donate vaccines
to the poorer countries was appre-
ciable (https://bit.ly/3iAvnRU). To-
day as well, surveys show that U.S.
public support for immediate do-
nation of COVID-19 vaccine exists
(https://bit.ly/3pIs9gx). Doses
need to be donated to COVAX now
so that they can be distributed to
countries based on need. Every
life matters in this world and
world leaders need to follow the
lead of WHO and embody global
solidarity in this pandemic.

Refocused, rejuvenated local,
national, and global vaccination
campaigns are possible. Let us en-
sure that we plan now so that we
get those shots in arms when they
are available. Let us get to work in
India.

Supriya Kumar is a public health
researcher focused on health equity in
South Asia. N.S. Prashanth is on the
faculty at the Institute of Public Health,
Bengaluru

The signal from the Iran presidential election is clear

The non-transparent process of candidate selection has carefully rejected reformists and focused on hardliners

4

{.:_:,_“.; >
:Lf;ﬁ_l- =l

4 -és-{g
ot

W Y

TALMIZ AHMAD

n May 25, the Guardian
OCouncil in Iran announced

a slate of seven candidates
who would compete in the presi-
dential election on June 18. The
council, in a non-transparent pro-
cess, selected these seven candi-
dates from among 592 applicants,
including 40 women. The list does
not include a woman candidate.

Iran has a dichotomous political
order whose two parts are con-
stantly at odds with each other. It
has the institutions of a normal de-
mocratic system — a directly elect-
ed President, an elected national
assembly, and a government res-
ponsible to the assembly. The oth-
er part of the political order is de-
voted to safeguarding the ideology
and principles of the Islamic Revo-
lution; this has provided the coun-
try with institutions that are un-
ique to Iran and do much to dilute,
if not undermine, the country’s
democratic credentials.

Placed above the popularly
elected President is the Supreme
Leader, who wields supreme auth-
ority in all matters of national go-
vernance — security, defence, fo-
reign relations, the judiciary. One
of the bodies under the Supreme
Leader is the 12-member Guardian
Council.

The council has now carefully
rejected reformist candidates and
retained two who seem to be cen-
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trist, so that the slate has five so-
called “hardliners”. But many of
them are relatively light-weight:
prominent personalities such as
Assembly Speaker Ali Larijani,
have also been excluded. Clearly,
the Guardian Council has decided
to ensure the election of one spec-
ific candidate, Ebrahim Raisi.

Raisi at the helm

Raisi has been a high-profile legal
luminary in Iran since the days of
the Revolution. He is now head of
the judiciary and deputy chief of
the Assembly of Experts which se-
lects the Supreme Leader. Raisi
had stood against Hassan Rouhani
for the presidency in 2017, but was
soundly defeated. Raisi has been
in campaign mode for the last two
years and has made “fighting cor-
ruption” and “caring for the
down-trodden and the under-pri-
vileged” the centre-piece of his
platform.

The list announced by the coun-
cil has evoked sharp criticisms
across the political spectrum. Pre-
sident Rouhani has expressed con-
cern about the “minimal participa-
tion” in the elections that could
now occur. Ali Larijani’s brother
has called the list “indefensible”.
Surprisingly, the Supreme Leader
Ali Khamenei himself has said that
in the vetting process “some can-
didates were wronged”, but,so far,
the Guardian Council has not re-
vised the candidates’ list
(https://bit.ly/3cBIXR7).

Khamenei appears to have
backed the narrow selection of
candidates to ensure that Iran’s
politics will now shift from Rouha-
ni’s moderate reform to the hard
ideological posture of Ebrahim
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Raisi, who is his long-term political
associate. As Iran is now once
again engaged in dialogue on the
nuclear issue with the United
States and other interlocutors in
Vienna, Khamenei would like the
credit for the lifting of sanctions to
go to the hardliners.

But Khamenei has taken this
gamble despite considerable pu-
blic hostility to the overt manipu-
lation of the election. Recent polls
suggest a low voter turnout of
about a third of the electorate
which could dilute the credibility
of the new President and con-
demn the country to domestic
turmoil.

Economic despair
There could be longer term politi-
cal implications as well. The eco-
nomist Djavad Salehi-Isfahani has
pointed out (“Iran’s middle class
and the nuclear deal”; brook-
ings.edu) that the educated mid-
dle class plays a central role in de-
termining the direction of Iran’s
elections: earlier, in the absence of
harsh sanctions, Iran’s economy
had grown exponentially and ex-
panded the size of the middle
class.

In 2013, with the prospect of the
end of sanctions, Rouhani won the

presidential election, when the
middle class was nearly 60% of the
population. The lifting of sanc-
tions after the nuclear agreement
saw him through during the 2017
elections as well.

However, the re-introduction of
sanctions by the Donald Trump
administration cost the economy
about $200 billion: the middle
class has been reduced by eight
million, while those living in ex-
treme poverty have increased five-
fold to 20 million. Poor medical fa-
cilities have caused pandemic-re-
lated deaths of around 80,000
people.

U.S. sanctions have also
changed political attitudes: sup-
port for the nuclear agreement has
gone from 80% in 2015 to just 50%
today, while reformist politicians
have been discredited due to their
failure to obtain the easing of
sanctions.

Domestic, regional outlook
The principal concern of the new
President will be economic: Iran’s
inflation rate has gone from 10% in
2017 to 50% today, the national
currency has depreciated four
times in value, while unemploy-
ment is over 12%. The easing of
sanctions after an agreement on
nuclear issues in Vienna will re-
move restrictions on Iran’s oil and
financial sectors and help bring
much-needed relief to the belea-
guered population.

However, it does not seem that
much else will change. Iran’s polit-
ics is likely to remain fractious,
with the clerics seeking to ensure
that effective authority remains
with them, while the reformists
will try to nibble away at the ideo-

logical edifice, usually with limited
success.

In the regional arena, Iran is
likely to continue its present ap-
proach of combining pragmatic
peace moves with confrontation:
quiet dialogue with Saudi Arabia
on the Yemen conflict could make
progress, though Syria will take
longer to settle as the Islamic Re-
volutionary Guard Corps and its
ally, Hezbollah, are deeply invest-
ed in that theatre.

Again, there will be no let-up in
Iran’s confrontation with the U.S.
and Israel. The Carnegie scholar,
Karim Sadjadpour, has reported
Khamenei’s observation that “the
revolution needs enmity with
America” (https://bit.ly/3ve-
SaoW). However, hostility to Iran
and its Revolution is also deeply
ingrained in the U.S. psyche,which
has meant that earlier peace over-
tures from the Islamic republic
have repeatedly been rebuffed by
Washington.

Thus, the “Cold War” between
the two will continue, along with
occasional skirmishes with Israel,
not just in Syria, but also in the
Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden. Iran
will seek strategic comfort in clos-
er ties with Russia and China.

Donald Trump’s policy of “max-
imum pressure” that, with its crip-
pling sanctions, was meant to
achieve regime change in Iran, has
had the ironical effect of tilting
Iran’s political balance sharply in
favour of the hardliners. They will
now control the levers of power in
Iran for the foreseeable future.

Talmiz Ahmad is a former Indian
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia, Oman and
the United Arab Emirates

Shocker from Bihar

The whopping 72% increase
in the number of COVID-19
deaths in Bihar is a sign of
irresponsibility by the State
administration there (Page
1, June 11). The hiding of
actual figures of morbidity

the toll during the second
wave.

Drk. D.V.G. SANKARARAO,
Nellimarla, Andhra Pradesh

Elevation of lawyers
The Chief Justice of India
has, unfortunately, agreed

High Courts form a separate
chapter and appointments
to the High Court find a
place in that chapter. This is
only consistent with the
federal principle that the
various States will have
their own High Court, and

of the lawyers who are
practising before them,
which is not the case for
Supreme Court lawyers.
The only advantage that
such lawyers have would be
close proximity to Supreme
Court judges, who may

the soil theory but on
sound principles of

Hitherto, only lawyers from
the respective High Courts
or from the lower judiciary
have been appointed. This
is not based on the sons of

effective administration of
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online, scan the QR code

crucial.

The claim of the SCBA
seems to be based on the
lawyers’ ambition to move
further in life. This is
unmindful of the fact that

and mortality can only fuel ~ to consider a request made  lawyers practising in those recommend them for justice. Apart from High Courts are constituted
a worsening of the by the Supreme Court Bar High Courts will be appointment and it would knowledge of the local for the benefit of the
pandemic. What has Association (SCBA) to elevated. This has been the  not be easy for the High language, which is a very people. There is definitely
happened is a disserviceto elevate Supreme Court convention. Court collegium to demur important criterion, they no talent lacking in the
the families of the lawyers as High Court That apart, the collegium of  from such imposition will also have familiarity High Courts.
deceased. All other States judges. Under the scheme the respective High Courts coming as it would from the  with the local laws and the N.G.R. PRASAD,
should order a recount of of the Constitution, the will have a fair knowledge Supreme Court collegium. local conditions which are Chennai
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Persecuted in Pakistan, ignored in India

Hundreds of Pakistani Hindus have migrated to India in search of security and citizenship but are caught in a maze of rules and regulations that have left them
stateless for years. Mohammed Igbal reports on their plight and the politics around citizenship

waited in vain for Indian citizen-
ship. Last month, the 82-year-old
man, highly respected in the Kali Beri
settlement of Pakistani Hindu migrants
near Jodhpur, Rajasthan, died stateless.

Maharaj crossed the border into In-
dia with nine family members in August
2000. He decided to stay in the country,
in Jodhpur, to escape the economic
hardship and discrimination he was fac-
ing in Rahimyar Khan district in the
Punjab Province of Pakistan. “Our fath-
er passed away waiting for citizenship.
Our family has 19 members and we have
nowhere to go,” says Harjiram Bheel,
Maharaj’s son.

Bheel says the family has been wan-
dering from one citizenship camp to
another over the years. These camps
were organised by the Union Home Mi-
nistry from time to time to receive new
applications for citizenship and dispose
of or clear old ones. But the camps have
not been successful because of red-ta-
pism. Bheel’s family is one among many
whose Pakistani passports and Indian
visas have expired.

Karamshi Koli, 43, who migrated to
India in 2015, lives as an asylum-seeker
in the Anganwa hutment. Koli says he
has not even succeeded in getting a
long-term visa which would enable him
to find a private job or take up self-em-
ployment to sustain his family.

The weary residents of the mud hous-
es in Anganwa, adjacent to a water filtra-
tion plant, have no access to electricity,
water, toilets and sanitation facilities.
Women and children fetch water from a
well in the Shri Khetanand temple sit-
uated 2 km away, while solar lights —
some donated by philanthropists and
some purchased by some of the mi-
grants — are used at night.

The number of Pakistani Hindu mi-
grants staying in 21 settlements in Jodh-
pur district is estimated to be about
30,000. The land where they have built
their ramshackle dwellings belongs
either to the Municipal Corporation or
the village panchayats and Forest De-
partment. These migrants came to India
expectantly, but their eagerness has
turned into disillusionment over time.
They are unhappy with the way they are
being treated in a country which they
had hoped would accept them whole-
heartedly and they could call home.

For two decades, Jogdas Maharaj

No sense of belonging

Young Laxman Singh, who hails from
Sindh’s Mirpur Khas district, says un-
happily that migrants like him seem to
belong nowhere. “We faced persecution
on the ground of our religious identity
in Pakistan. In India, we are being ostra-
cised for being Pakistanis,” he says.
Most men like him, who were landless
farmers or daily labourers in Pakistan,
have failed to find any gainful employ-
ment in or around Jodhpur. The pan-
demic-related lockdowns have only
made matters worse.

Hemji Koli, who is a shelter manager
on a contractual basis with the Munici-
pal Corporation, runs a ‘Chetana’ study
centre on behalf of a non-governmental
organisation, Universal Just Action So-
ciety, in the Anganwa settlement. The
centre provides basic literacy to chil-
dren up to five years of age and tuition
to those going to nearby government
schools. About 350 children who were
attending school before the COVID-19
outbreak have been confined at home
for over a year due to the pandemic.

“No person in this locality has been
given citizenship so far. This is a rela-
tively new settlement. The only saving
grace is that we have not been driven
out of this land,” Hemji says. Some mi-
grants in the other settlements have got
citizenship after completing the manda-
tory 11 years of stay for eligibility under
the Citizenship Act of 1955, but even
they struggle daily to get food, water,
healthcare and education.

Since 2014, most Hindu migrants
have been entering India, into western
Rajasthan and northern Gujarat, on a
pilgrim visa. They often leave their fami-
ly members in Pakistan in the hope that
they can travel later when they find em-
ployment in India. However, they are in-
variably disappointed when they are
left to fend for themselves.

The migrants are mostly Dalits from
the Meghwal, Koli, Bhil, Jatav, Kumawat
and Mali communities. They are consi-
dered underprivileged on both sides of
the international border, though some
caste Hindus, belonging to the Rajput,
Maheshwari and Brahmin communi-
ties, have also crossed into India.

They all say that they were segregat-
ed and persecuted in Pakistan on reli-
gious grounds. They say young girls are
sometimes abducted and forcibly con-
verted to Islam in the interior areas of
Sindh. Their children faced discrimina-
tion in government schools. Their shops
and commercial establishments were
attacked by robbers. And Hindu resi-
dents were not allowed to buy property.

Hindu Singh Sodha, president of the
Seemant Lok Sangathan, an organisa-
tion working for the welfare of mi-
grants, points out that there have been
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Pakistani Hindu migrants show their Pakistani passports at the Kali Beri settlement in Jodhpur district of Rajasthan (Below): Pakistani Hindu migrant children return after fetching water from a well located more than
1.5 km away from their Anganwa settlement in Jodhpur district of Rajasthan. =r.v. moorTHY
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three waves of migration of Hindus to
India from Pakistan. The first was dur-
ing and after Partition. During the 1971
war, about 90,000 persons migrated to
India when Indian troops strategically
occupied important areas 50 km deep
inside Pakistan. The third wave, which
started as a result of a backlash against
Hindus during the Ram temple move-
ment and after the demolition of the Ba-
bri Masjid, has been a prolonged one.
Migrants still continue to come to India.
Also, in 1996, the Taliban captured pow-
er in Afghanistan. This led to a change
in atmosphere in Pakistan, with the mi-
nority communities in the Balochistan
and Sindh Provinces increasingly being
targeted.

A maze of rules and regulations
While a growing sense of insecurity in
Pakistan has led to the migration of
thousands of Hindus over the past two
decades, they cannot expect to get the
status of refugees because India is not a
signatory to the 1951 UN Convention Re-
lating to the Status of Refugees, nor its
1967 Protocol. The Pakistani immi-
grants do not receive the protection or
benefits which they would have been
entitled to on getting official refugee sta-
tus if India had been a signatory.

All foreign nationals, including asy-
lum-seekers, are governed by the provi-
sions of the Foreigners Act, 1946; the
Registration of Foreigners Act, 1939; the
Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920;
and the Citizenship Act, 1955, as well as
the rules and orders framed under
these laws. The Union government pos-
sesses the power to detain and deport
foreigners and restrict their move-
ments, but it has no international obli-
gation to enact a legislation for refugees.

For accessing legal entitlements and
services, Indian citizenship is the only
viable option for the migrants. But the
migrants face major challenges in ob-
taining citizenship status, ranging from
the condition of having stayed in India
for a certain number of years to keeping
the registration permit from the Fo-
reigners Regional Registration Office
up-to-date and paying a hefty fee for fre-
quent renewal of their long-term visas.

Having all the Indian documents is
not enough. The migrant must also hold
an unexpired Pakistani passport, which
can only be obtained at the Pakistan
High Commission in New Delhi. Bhag-
chand Bhil, who left his medical prac-
tice in Karachi and crossed the border
in 2014, says that most of the migrants
are illiterate and unable to decipher and
navigate this maze of rules and regula-
tions, which makes them vulnerable to
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deceit and exploitation by government
officials.

Even when they do get citizenship,
their problems don’t end. Obtaining
documents such as ration cards and
caste certificates is no easy task and
they find it difficult to avail themselves
of the benefits of the government’s
healthcare, education and employment
schemes. Sodha, who had himself mi-
grated as a young boy from Tharparkar
district’s Chachro town in 1971, rues that
there is no provision for the rehabilita-
tion of people from Pakistan.

The Seemant Lok Sangathan has
raised these issues repeatedly with the
Union Home Ministry over the past few
years. While affirming that the govern-
ment needs to be migrant-friendly, Sod-
ha has sought the grant of citizenship
through special camps, which will bene-
fit the migrants who still have their fami-
ly members in Pakistan. “During the last
30 years, I have not found a single fami-
ly which says it has no member over
there. The families are divided,” he says.

Improving the lives of migrants
Sodha feels that the Pakistan High Com-
mission should be persuaded to with-
draw the increased fee that the migrants
are charged for renunciation of their Pa-
kistani citizenship, which is mandatory
for them to do before getting their In-
dian citizenship, and provide easy facil-
ities for renewal of passports and identi-
ty cards. Besides, he says, the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees should be approached for incorpo-
rating the minority migrants in its regu-
lar programmes for refugees.

Moreover, the gaps in livelihood de-
velopment and rehabilitation status
should be identified at the State level
and a robust policy for rehabilitation in-
troduced at the Central level for migrant
families, he says. Stateless persons be-
longing to higher castes, who comprise
20% of the migrant population, manage
the hardship better because of their so-
cioeconomic condition. They are gener-
ally engaged in business or private
employment.

The children of these migrants are
the worst affected. Schools reluctantly
give them admission and do not provide
them emotional support and counsel-
ing. The children struggle as their medi-
um of instruction was Urdu and Sindhi
in Pakistan and Hindi in India. They are
often singled out by the teachers and

other students because of their Pakista-
ni origin. Government schools, which
earlier demanded their identity proof,
started giving them admission only a
couple of years ago.

Despite this, some migrant children
have excelled in their studies. Chandra
Prakash, son of a migrant teacher, Manj-
hiana Rana, topped Class 12 at the Mau-
lana Abul Kalam Azad School, run by
the Marwar Muslim Educational and
Welfare Society, in 2019. Chandra Pra-
kash is now studying MBBS at the Sardar
Patel Government Medical College in
Bikaner.

The Marwar Muslim Educational and
Welfare Society’s CEO, Mohammed
Atiq, says plans are afoot to open a
primary school this year exclusively for
the children of migrants at a plot of land
situated near the Maulana Azad Univer-
sity in Bujhawar village. The school will
be gradually upgraded to include higher
education after the intake of 60 chil-
dren in the first year.

As an indication of the State govern-
ment’s consideration for the rehabilita-
tion of the migrants, Chief Minister Ash-
ok Gehlot inaugurated the Vinoba
Bhave Nagar housing scheme for them,
comprising 1,700 plots at the land mea-
suring 300 bighas, in Chokha village
near Jodhpur earlier this month. The re-
sidential scheme, announced in the
2021-22 State Budget, will be executed
by the Jodhpur Development Authority.

Hope and despair

On the one hand, the government is
making efforts to improve their quality
of life, but on the other, the migrants
have also had to face the problem of ex-
ploitation by government officials. In
May 2018, a racket involving extortion
of money from the migrants for exten-
sion of long-term visa, visa transfer, and
grant of citizenship came to light after
the arrest of a Home Ministry official by
the Rajasthan Anti-Corruption Bureau.
The official visited Jodhpur regularly to
attend hearings on writ petitions moved
by the migrants in the Rajasthan High
Court. The official had three agents who
identified themselves as Pakistani mi-
grants with Indian citizenship. The case
indicated that a larger nexus was at
work to exploit the migrants for money.
The Anti-Corruption Bureau’s probe re-
vealed that the official had demanded
and accepted bribes from about 3,000
migrants in 2017 alone.

The inordinate delay in the grant of
citizenship has led to a host of problems
for the migrants. In November last year,
a migrant woman, Janta Mali, was reu-
nited with her family in western Rajas-
than after being stranded in Pakistan for
10 months during the lockdown. Since
her No Objection to Return to India (NO-
RI) visa had expired, she was not al-
lowed to travel back. Mali’s husband
and children, who are Indian citizens,
travelled back to India in July 2020 after
visiting her ailing mother in Pakistan’s
Mirpur Khas. The Seemant Lok San-
gathan took up the issue with the Rajas-
than government and the Centre and
succeeded in bringing her back after six
months by getting her visa extended.

Though the migrants have been stay-
ing in cities in western Rajasthan such
as Barmer, Jaisalmer and Bikaner for
several years, Jodhpur emerged as the
preferred destination after the Thar Ex-
press train linking Karachi with Bhagat
Ki Kothi railway station started in 2006.
The train was stopped in August 2019
when tensions escalated between India
and Pakistan following India’s revoca-
tion of special status to Jammu and
Kashmir. The Munabao-Khokhrapar rail
route was restored after a gap of 41
years following the 1965 war to reduce
the distance and journey of time for pe-
ople from central and southern Indian
States travelling to Pakistan. It gained
popularity among the Pakistani Hindus
who wanted to migrate to India. The
train was also used by migrants frustrat-
ed by the delay in the grant of long-term
visa or citizenship to return to Pakistan.

Bone of contention

On May 28, the Union Home Ministry is-
sued a notification inviting non-Muslim
migrants residing in 13 districts of five
States to apply for Indian citizenship. It
also empowered the Collectors of these
districts to grant citizenship certificates.
This has become the latest bone of con-
tention between civil rights activists and
asylum-seekers. The notification is ap-
plicable to migrants belonging to the
Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi and
Christian communities from Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan.

While the Collectors of Jodhpur, Jai-
pur and Jaisalmer districts were empo-
wered to grant citizenship in 2016, the
new notification has now delegated the
same powers to the Collectors of Jalore,
Udaipur, Pali, Barmer and Sirohi dis-
tricts. Sodha says these powers should
be conferred on the Collectors of all dis-
tricts in the State to speed up the pro-
cess of application, security check, and
inquiry for grant of citizenship.

The Home Ministry says that the lat-
est notification is not related to the con-
tentious Citizenship (Amendment) Act
(CAA) of 2019, which has not come into
effect and seeks to benefit the undocu-
mented or illegal migrants from the six
“persecuted communities” who en-
tered India before December 31, 2014.
The CAA will reduce the requirement of
11 years of aggregate stay in India to five
years for citizenship, which would help
fast-track the applications of migrants.

The president of the People’s Union
for Civil Liberties in Rajasthan, Kavita

Srivastava, disagrees. She says that the
notification amounts to implementation
of the CAA “by stealth” even as the law
has been challenged in the Supreme
Court. “The delegation of powers to the
Collectors is only with respect to the
communities covered by the CAA and
not those otherwise eligible for citizen-
ship by registration and naturalisation,”
she says. While demanding immediate
withdrawal of the notification as well as
nullification of the CAA, Srivastava says
the notification’s intention is to rush
through citizenship without waiting for
the court’s verdict. She says it is also in
complete disregard to the massive prot-
ests against the law in late 2019 and ear-
ly 2020. “It is the first salvo towards im-
plementing the 2019 Act, as its intention
is to keep Muslims out of the purview of
the citizenship law,” she says.

Civil rights groups have called for tak-
ing measures to smoothen and hasten
the process for grant of citizenship to
migrants irrespective of their religious
identity. Popular Front of India’s State
president Mohammed Asif says the or-
ganisation will stage protests against the
May 28 notification in a democratic
manner once the COVID-19-related res-
trictions are lifted, as it bears resem-
blance to the CAA which discriminates
on the ground of religion.

COVID-19-related problems

A new issue that the migrants are now
facing is inaccessibility to vaccines. This
remains unresolved despite the inter-
vention of the Rajasthan High Court.
The State government has refused to in-
oculate those who do not possess Aad-
haar cards or other prescribed docu-
ments. About 15 migrants, including
those who tested positive for COVID-19
and those suspected to have the virus or
are symptomatic, have died in Jodhpur
during the second wave of infections.

A Division Bench of the High Court,
which earlier ruled that the Centre’s
standard operating procedure on vacci-
nation did not exclude the migrants
from Pakistan, has hauled up the State
government for seeking clarification
from the Union government, and
sought an explanation from the Chief
Secretary. The migrants settled in Barm-
er have started getting vaccinated on
the basis of their Pakistani passports.

Hearing the additional submissions
made on behalf of the migrants in a suo
motu case, the court also directed the
State government to supply ration mate-
rial and food packets to them through
the Food and Civil Supplies Depart-
ments, local bodies and non-govern-
mental organisations. It was submitted
to the court that only the migrants resid-
ing in Jodhpur were getting the food
packets, while those in Jaisalmer, Barm-
er and Jaipur districts were deprived of
food supply during the pandemic.

Hoping against hope that their basic
needs will be met, the Pakistani Hindu
migrants are caught in a vicious circle of
poverty and vulnerability. They face an
unresponsive government and uncer-
tain legislation. Out of their homeland
and across the border, the migrants wait
endlessly for the day when they can call
India their true home.
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India unlikely to allow 4

Kerala women to return

Sebastian is an engineering
graduate.

Merrin Jacob alias Mari-
yam was married to Bestin
Vincent, a resident of Palak-
kad. Both escaped to Af-
ghanistan in 2016 to live in
the IS controlled territory.
The couple converted to Is-
lam after their marriage and
Vincent assumed the identi-
ty of Yahya.

Vincent was later killed in
Afghanistan.

Vincent’s brother Bexon
and his wife, Nimisha alias
Fathima, who also convert-
ed to Islam had also escaped
to Afghanistan with them.

Reffeala was married to
Tjas Kallukettiya Purayil, 37,
a physician from Kasargod,
who was likely one of the IS
terrorists who stormed a
prison in Eastern Afghanis-
tan’s Jalalabad in August
2020. Around 30 persons
were killed in the attack.

A June 1, United Nations
Security Council report said
the ISKP “remains dimin-
ished from its zenith, follow-
ing successive military set-

backs that began in Jowzjan
in summer 2018.”

“However, since June
2020, it has had an ambi-
tious new leader, Shahab al-
Muhajir and it remains ac-
tive and dangerous” adding
that the territorial losses
have affected the group’s
ability to recruit and gener-
ate new funding but it is as-
sessed to retain a core group
of approximately 1,500 to
2,200 fighters in small areas
of Kunar and Nangarhar
Provinces.

77 attacks

The United Nations Assis-
tance Mission in Afghanis-
tan (UNAMA) recorded 77
attacks claimed by ISKP dur-
ing the first four months of
2021. Mainly comprising de-
fectors from Tehrik-i-Tali-
ban (TTP), the Wilayat Kho-
rasan of Islamic State in
Afghanistan came into exis-
tence in 2015.

Senior government offi-
cials however maintain that
ISKP is run by Pakistan’s In-
ter State Intelligence.

Mukul Roy rejoins
Trinamool Congress

However, she clarified that
“those who have criticised
the party and have betrayed
it before the elections, will
not be considered”.

With Mr. Roy, the BJP
MLA from Krishnanagar Ut-
tar, rejoining the TMC, the
cycle of defections that has
dominated the State politics
for the past few years has
come full circle.

Mr. Mukul Roy was one of
the first to defect from the
TMC to the BJP almost three
years and seven months
ago. He is also the first BJP
leader to return to the TMC.
Several BJP leaders have
started warming up to the
TMC after the saffron par-
ty’s poll defeat.

During the day, BJP lead-
ers like Anupam Hazra also
questioned about the func-

tioning of the party in the
recent elections.

The speculation of Mr.
Mukul Roy’s return to the
TMC gained momentum last
week after Mr. Banerjee vi-
sited a city hospital to in-
quire about the health of his
wife. Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi too called up Mr.
Roy.

Miffed during polls

The veteran politician was
reportedly upset for not be-
ing given much importance
during the 2021 Assembly
polls, where Nandigram
MLA Suvendu Adhikari
emerged as the important
face of the BJP.

Mr. Roy played a crucial
role in the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls when the BJP won 18
out of the 42 seats.

Modi meets Adityanath,
Shah to iron out issues

The proposed Cabinet resh-
uffle in U.P., and a bid to re-
pair the party’s current
downward slide is also
linked with a possible Cabi-
net reshufile at the Centre.
On Thursday, Pravin Nish-
ad, MP from the Nishad Par-
ty and an ally of the BJP, met
Mr. Shah. He was accompa-
nied by his father, Sanjay
Nishad. Apna Dal’s Anupri-
ya Patel, also an ally of the
BJP and an MP from the
State, did the same.

The sources said these
parties would be adjusted
either in the State Council
of Ministers or at the
Centre. Ms. Patel’s hus-
band, Ashish, an MLC,
could become a minister in
the State.

Stocktaking exercise

Besides the almost daily
meetings last week between
Mr. Modi and Mr. Nadda,
the former has had meet-
ings with groups of three or
four Union ministers in a

stocktaking exercise. It is
not sure if it will culminate
in a Cabinet reshuffle, but
certain political IOUs are
yet to be fulfilled, including
a ministerial berth for form-
er Union Minister Jyotiradi-
tya Scindhia, who joined
the BJP last year from the
Congress, bringing with
him enough MLAs from
Madhya Pradesh to topple
the Kamal Nath-led govern-
ment.

The monsoon session of
Parliament, COVID-19 cases
permitting, has been tenta-
tively scheduled to start by
August third week, and pro-
vides a window period for a
Cabinet expansion or a
reshuffle.

The second wave of the
pandemic has placed gover-
nance and organisational
challenges before the go-
vernment and the BJP, and
the last week activities point
to Mr. Modi making a deter-
mined effort for a course
correction.

SC rejects ex-Mumbai
police chief’s appeal

“If a person in the rank of
DGP can be pressurised,
then there is nobody left...
Please do not make these
make-believe stories,” Jus-
tice Gupta told Mr. Jethmala-
ni.

The court said it cannot
possibly intervene and stay
the registration of FIR
against Mr. Singh.

“Mr. Jethmalani, you are
an experienced criminal la-
wyer. How can there be a
blanket stay by a court on
the power of the police to
register an FIR against any
person”  Justice  Gupta
asked.
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The court had initially
dismissed the case, but later
allowed it to be withdrawn
on the request made by
both senior advocate Pu-
neet Bali, also for Mr. Singh,
and Mr. Jethmalani.

Mr. Singh had alleged a
“witch-hunt” against him.
Earlier in March, the Su-
preme Court refused to in-
tervene in a petition filed by
Mr. Singh for a CBI investiga-
tion against Mr. Deshmukh.
The court, at that time,
asked Mr. Singh to approach
the Bombay High Court with
his plea for an investigation
by an independent agency.

»

Centre takes steps to engage with J&K parties

If all goes well, regional leaders may
travel to Delhi for talks, say sources

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

Twenty months after the Un-
ion government ended Jam-
mu and Kashmir’s special
constitutional position, se-
rious spadework is on, for
the first time, to rope in the
mainstream political parties
of the Union Territory (UT),
especially the Kashmir-based
grouping, the Peoples Al-
liance for Gupkar Declara-
tion (PAGD), to engage with
New Delhi and meet the
BJP’s top leadership in the
coming weeks.

Top sources privy to the
parleys on the backchannels
told The Hindu that “people
mandated by the Centre are
in touch with the top leaders
of the regional political par-
ties of J&K for many weeks”.

Prashant Kishor’s meeting with

It included the region’s ol-
dest political party, the Na-
tional Conference (NC),
whose president Dr. Farooq
Abdullah heads the Gupkar
alliance. Besides, Peoples
Conference’s Sajad Lone and
J&K Apni Party’s Altaf Bukha-
ri may also be taken on
board.

The situation in Kashmir
has not changed since the
August 5, 2019 action by the
Centre to abrogate all special
provisions of Article 370.

A bid to dislodge and dis-
credit the traditional leaders
and create a new crop of lea-
dership in Kashmir has not
yielded any desired results
till date, which was evident
during the District Develop-
ment Council polls conduct-
ed last year.

Valley allies: Mehbooba Mufti and Faroog Abdullah at a recent

meeting of the Gupkar alliance in Srinagar. s=nissar AHMAD

The sources said that if all
went well, J&K leaders were
likely to travel to New Delhi
and hold a meeting with top
BJP leadership.

The talks were likely to re-
volve around the return of
Statehood status to the Jam-
mu and Kashmir and early

Sharad Pawar raises eyebrows

NCP leaders remain tight-lipped on what was discussed

STAFF REPORTER
MUMBATI

A meeting between Nation-
alist Congress Party (NCP)
chief Sharad Pawar and
former political strategist
Prashant Kishor, which last-
ed for over three hours, has
raised eyebrows across polit-
ical circles in Maharashtra.
Mr. Kishor in the 2019 State
Assembly polls had worked
with the Shiv Sena, which is
now in alliance with the NCP
in a tripartite Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) government.

When asked about the
meeting, Mr. Kishor replied
saying it was “a private
lunch”. He did not elaborate
further.

The meeting took place a
day after Mr. Pawar ad-
dressed party workers on
the party’s 22nd foundation
day. The NCP chief had said
that he did not care about
the discussions on the stabil-
ity of this government. “No-
body had thought that we

BJP is sinking,
says former
ally Rajbhar

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW

A day after the BJP’s two
OBC-based allies in Uttar
Pradesh met Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah in Delhi, the
party’s former ally Om Pra-
kash Rajbhar on Friday ac-
cused the BJP of remem-
bering the Backward Caste
people only when elec-
tions were near.

When the party has to
elect a Chief Minister, it
prefers to bring people
from outside, said Mr.
Rajbhar, president of the
Suheldev Bharatiya Samaj
Party. Mr. Rajbhar, whose
party is said to be keeping
the options of an alliance
open with both the Bahu-
jan Samaj Party and the Sa-
majwadi Party, said, “The
BJP is a sinking boat.
Whoever wants to ride it
can do so.”

Sharad Pawar

can work together with Shiv
Sena. But we gave the option
and it was accepted by the
people. Leaders of all three
parties are moving in the
right direction keeping the
commitment to the govern-
ment,” he said.

Mr. Kishor, who helped
the Trinamool Congress in
the party’s astounding win
in the West Bengal elections
last month, has already de-
clared that he will not be
working as a political strate-
gist any more. Speculations
are rife that he may enter

politics. His meeting with
Mr. Pawar in the context of
the ongoing developments
in national politics is said to
be with an eye on the 2024
elections.

NCP sources were tight-
lipped about the meeting
between two. The meeting
was reportedly attended by
NCP MP Supriya Sule and
party MLA Rohit Pawar. But
when asked, Ms. Sule denied
being an attendee at the
meeting. Mr. Pawar did not
respond to a phone call.

A senior NCP Minister
from the State government
said that Mr. Pawar had held
the meeting to ask about Mr.
Kishor’s experience in West
Bengal.

“There was discussion on
national politics. Everyone
knows that Mr. Kishor is no
longer in the good books of
the BJP (Bharatiya Janata
Party) and is most likely to
be in the Opposition camp,”
the Minister said.

Assembly elections for now.

J&K remains under the
Centre’s rule since 2018, af-
ter the BJP pulled out of the
alliance with the Peoples De-
mocratic Party (PDP).

Dr. Abdullah had dropped
broad hints and showed his
readiness to engage after the

Gupkar alliance partners
met at the official residence
of PDP president Mehbooba
Mufti in Srinagar on June 9.
“We have not closed any
doors [for talks]. If invited,
we may look into it,” he told
reporters.

The sources said all the
five parties associated with
the Gupkar alliance, includ-
ing the PDP, did discuss the
offer of engagement from
New Delhi.

Delimitation process

Dr. Abdullah had softened
his position on delimitation
and was likely to engage in
the process, set off to create
more constituencies ahead
of Assembly polls.

The NC MPs, who have ab-
stained from the Commis-
sion’s meeting so far, are like-
ly to be allowed to make
recommendations and “will
be given due consideration”,

Pak. passes Bill to
let Jadhav appeal

It follows ICJ order on India’s plea

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan’s National Assemb-
ly passed a Bill to provide
the right of appeal to death-
row prisoner Kulbhushan
Jadhav amidst a ruckus and
boycott by the Opposition.

The Lower House of Par-
liament passed the ICJ (Re-
view and Re-consideration)
Bill, 2020 on Thursday. The
Bill is aimed at allowing Jad-
hav to have consular access
in line with the Internation-
al Court of Justice (IC))
verdict.

Jadhav, a 51-year-old re-
tired Indian Navy officer,
was sentenced to death by a
Pakistani military court on
charges of espionage and
terrorism in April 2017.

India approached the IC]
against Pakistan for denial
of consular access to Jadhav
and challenging the death
sentence. The Hague-based
ICJ had ruled in July 2019
that Pakistan must under-
take an “effective review

and reconsideration” of the
conviction and sentence of
Jadhav and also to grant
consular access to India
without further delay.

The Bill was among 21
laws passed by the National
Assembly on Thursday
evening, ignoring protests
by Opposition MPs who
wanted a proper reading of
the Bills.

However, the govern-
ment suspended rules of bu-
siness to bulldoze 21 laws in
a single sitting.

Speaking after the pas-
sage of the Bill, Law Minister
Farogh Nasim said had they
not passed the Bill, India
would have gone to the UN
Security Council and could
have moved contempt pro-
ceedings against Pakistan in
the ICJ.

Mr. Nasim said the Bill
was being passed in the light
of the verdict of the ICJ
which had asked Pakistan to
provide a credible review
opportunity to Jadhav.

Slowing of projects worries Railways

Changing deadlines causing embarrassment during review meetings, says Board

S. VIJAY KUMAR
CHENNAI

The lack of progress in key
railway projects across the
country was resulting in an
“embarrassing” situation for
the Ministry of Railways dur-
ing review meetings con-
vened by Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, according to
the Railway Board.

In an advisory issued on
Thursday to general manag-
ers of all Zonal Railways, Rail
Vikas Nigam Ltd., IRCON In-
ternational Ltd., Mumbai
Railway Vikas Corporation
Ltd., and other major con-
struction organisations, the
Railway Board said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was
monitoring several railway
projects through the Proac-
tive Governance And Timely
Implementation (PRAGATT)
portal.

Besides assessing data
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Safety check: In addition to special projects, the Railways
maintains thousands of kilometres of tracks. =k.v.s.Giri

management and analysis,
geo-spatial applications and
video-conference inputs,
Mr. Modi was also viewing
videos captured by drones
of the project sites to review
the progress. “It is seen that
regular monitoring and fol-
low-up is not being done for
these projects and issues

discussed before Prime Mi-
nister and this results in an
embarrassing situation for
Ministry of Railways. Targets
given by Zonal Railways/
PSUs during meetings are
frequently changed and this
gets adversely commented
upon during meetings,” the
advisory said. The Railway

Board was referring to 90
projects across India, the
progress of which were dis-
cussed in 36 meetings (from
March 25, 2015 to February
24, 20210).

The listed projects includ-
ed the Eastern Dedicated
Freight Corridor (1,856 km),
Udhampur-Srinagar-Bara-
mulla (272 km), Mumbai Ur-
ban Transport Project
(Phase-II), Mumbai-Ahme-
dabad High Speed Rail Pro-
ject (508 km), Madurai-
Thoothukudi via Aruppu-
kottai (144 kms),
Angamali-Sabarimala Line
(111 km) and others.

The note said officers
working on these projects
may be sensitised to avoid
procedural delays and fol-
low up with other statutory
authorities and State govern-
ments for early completion
of the projects.

the sources said.

Ms. Mufti, whose uncle
and PDP general secretary
Sartaj Madani, close aide
Naeem Akhtar and party’s
youth wing president Wa-
heed-ur-Rehmaan Parra re-
main behind the bars, has al-
so shared her viewpoint on
the subject and stressed the
need “to prove the inten-
tion” ahead of any grand
optics.

If the outreach by the
Centre manages to get the re-
gional parties onboard for a
meeting, it is also likely to
ease the pressure off from
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi from international and
neighbouring countries on
Kashmir.

Any move to allow local
parties to express their polit-
ics again will be seen as a
confidence building measure
both in Srinagar as well as Is-
lamabad.

IN BRIEF
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Centres of excellence in
road safety inaugurated
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Friday inaugurated
two centres of excellence
established by the Border
Roads Organisation (BRO) at
Seema Sadak Bhawan in New
Delhi. At the event, Mr. Singh
also flagged off the first-ever
solo women motorcycle
expedition by Kanchan
Ugursandi to Umling La Pass,
Ladakh and back. "These
centres have been
established to achieve
excellence in road safety as
well as foster growth in
construction of roads,
bridges, air fields and
tunnels,” a Defence Ministry
statement said.

NSG, Rashtriya Raksha
University sign a pact
NEW DELHI

The National Security Guard
(NSG) and the Rashtriya
Raksha University (RRU)
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding for
cooperation and collaboration
aimed at strengthening the
core competencies of the
NSG, which are counter-
terrorism, counter-IEDs
(Improvised Explosive
Device), and anti-hijacking.
The agreement seeks to
promote development and
production of niche
equipment by incubating
Indian start-ups.

Tributes paid to freedom
fighter Ram Prasad Bismil
NEW DELHI

Union Culture Minister
Prahlad Singh Patel on Friday
said it was important to
inform future generations of
the legacy of freedom fighter
Ram Prasad Bismil, who was
martyred in 1927 for his role
in the Kakori conspiracy to
protest against British rule.
Mr. Patel participated in a
ceremony to mark the birth
anniversary of Bismil at his
birthplace in Shahjahanpur in
Uttar Pradesh on Friday and
called for a programme to be
designed to mark his 125th
birth anniversary next year.
Mr. Patel said the programme
would be a part of the
celebrations of the 75th year
of Independence.

Experts point to widening scope for allied health sciences

The range of services open to trained
professionals is growing in the country

MADHUMITHA SRINIVASAN
CHENNAI

As part of the online Career
Counselling 2021 series pre-
sented by Hindustan Insti-
tute of Technology & Science
(HITS) along with The Hindu
Education Plus, two webi-
nars were hosted on
Thursday.

The first on “A Career in
Allied Health Sciences: Cur-
rent Trends & Future Pros-
pects”, presented a holistic
picture of the sector in India.
According to Dr. B. Rajashek-
har, Founding/ Former
Dean, Advisor for AHS Pro-
grammes, Manipal College of
Health Professions, India is
still 50 years behind the rest

of the world in Allied Health
Sciences (AHS) education
and career. “In India, the ab-
sence of a central regulatory
council has led to non-un-
iformity of curriculum, in-
frastructure, faculty, and
clinical exposure,” he said,
insisting on the need to re-
view and drive transforma-
tion in this sector.

Dr. Jeyaprakash Shetty K.,
Vice-Dean, Professor and
HOD, Pathology, K.S. Hegde
Medical Academy, NITTE
University, Mangalore, and
Dr. RW. Alexander Jesuda-
san, Pro Vice-Chancellor,
Hindustan Institute of Tech-
nology and Science followed
up with an overview of the
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various courses available
ranging from Bachelor’s and
Master’s degrees to Diploma
courses in Medical Laborato-
ry Technology and Respira-
tory Therapy, Pharmacolo-
gy, Nutrition and Dietetics
and General Duty Assistant,
among others.

The take-aways included
notes on the soft skills re-
quired, various avenues for
work from hospitals to sports
clinics. While one is not re-
quired to write the NEET to
get into AHS programmes,
each college has its own ad-
mission criteria, the experts
said.

The session, moderated
Ramya Kannan, Chief of Bu-
reau - Tamil Nadu, The Hin-
du, can be viewed at
http://bit.ly/HITSTHYT2

The second session fo-
cused on ‘How a Liberal Arts
education helps promote in-
terdisciplinary learning’.

Liberal arts

“Liberal arts education ad-
dresses what jobs and organ-
isations expect in students,
which is critical thinking and
writing, creative collabora-
tion, art aesthetic visualisa-
tion ... while an interdisci-
plinary education offers a
broad knowledge of multiple
disciplines, improving con-
textual learning capacity,
problem-solving, and critical
thinking,” explained Dr.
Afrose Farid, Professor and

Head-Admissions, School of
Liberal Arts and Applied
Sciences, and HOD, Depart-
ment of Fashion Design and
Arts, HITS.

Dr. Salil Sahadevan, an in-
dependent education re-
searcher, explained that the
relevance of interdisciplin-
ary education arose from the
obsolecence of the linear
path from education to ca-
reer.

“With newer patterns of
work emerging thanks to
technologies like AT and Ma-
chine Learning, there is a
lack of certainty. Thus, it is
sensible to have a broad-
based plan so that we may re-
main pivoted and agile in an
evolving job market... by
continuing to pursue a wider
range of topics that fascinate

you,” he said.

Offering a counter-argu-
ment, Dr. Joya John, Assis-
tant Professor of Literature,
Krea University, felt that
there is a general tendency
to reduce liberal arts educa-
tion to a set of skills neces-
sary for employability.

“A domain where the link
between Liberal Arts and in-
terdisciplinary  education
has become important is in
the understanding of com-
plex problems like environ-
ment, climate change or pu-
blic health,” she said,
elaborating how different
disciplines have an interface
when addressing these is-
sues.

The session was moderat-
ed by Yashasvini Rajeshwar,
founder and CEO, AuxoHub,
and can be viewed at:
http://bit.ly/HITSTHYT3
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How will food reach migrants
without ration cards, asks SC

Court pulls up Centre for delaying database to identify and register workers

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day asked the Centre how it
intended to take food to
crores of migrant labourers
who have no ration cards.

“How will food reach mi-
grant labourers without ra-
tion cards?” a Bench of Jus-
tices Ashok Bhushan and
M.R. Shah addressed Solici-
tor General Tushar Mehta
and Additional Solicitor Gen-
eral Aishwarya Bhati, for the
Centre.

The court said the
schemes rolled out so far
seemed to cover only ration
card holders.

Ms. Bhati explained that
the Centre had kept its best
foot forward with the Prad-
han Mantri Garib Kalyan An-
na Yojana, which covers 80
crore poor identified as be-
neficiaries under the Nation-
al Food Security Act. The
scheme provides 5 kg of free
food grains to every person
for May and June. It intends
to help the poor tide over the
economic disruptions
caused by the pandemic.
Eight lakh metric tonnes of
food grains have already
been given, she added.

Desperate situation: Migrant workers from Bihar at the New

Delhi railway station. =SsusHIL KUMAR VERMA

“No doubt you [the
Centre] are providing food...
No doubt some migrant la-
bourers have ration cards...
But we are only bothered
about those who do not have
them. We want to know
about your mechanism to
identify and provide food for
people who do not have ra-
tion cards...” Justice Bhush-
an addressed the govern-
ment side.

States’ role

Ms. Bhati said the Centre was
only in charge of making
available or procuring food
grains. The States had to dis-
tribute the food within their
territories. The law officer

INTERVIEW | JITIN PRASADA

‘BJP stands for India First

Distance between people and Cong. is growing, says leader

SOBHANA K. NAIR

After switching from the
Congress to the BJP, Jitin
Prasada speaks about the
180 degree change in his ide-
ology, Brahmin politics and
the internal dissensions in
the Congress:

You said you were unable to
serve people by remaining in
the Congress. Why did you
feel that?

m It is not about why or what
I felt, it is for everyone to
see. The distance between
the people of this country
and the Congress party has
been growing. Successive
debacles in the polls clearly
show this. It is not an over-
night decision. I realised
that I was not able to serve
the people by being in the
party that I was in. And on
the other hand, I see, the
BJP, which is a national par-
ty, not only its organisation-
al set-up, the way of its func-
tioning, the institutionalised
culture and process, it truly
represents the sentiment of
the new India. We have seen
PM Narendra Modi’s popu-
larity and people’s trust in
him. I faced successive deba-
cles in my elections. I won
some, lost some. And the
ones we lost, I can surely tell
you that, the people didn’t
want to connect with us.

How do you reconcile to an
ideology which is a 180
degree change from the one
that you have gone by, your
whole life?

m Times have changed, the
only ideology today, I can
say, is of national interest —
India First. Like I have said,
my decision is a well
thought-out one. Securing
India’s boundaries and our
national interests is best

BJP and PM Modi
are taking us toa
point where India

will scale new
heights

placed in the hands of our
leader Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and the BJP.
With changing times and
changing scenarios, people
much bigger than me have
moved parties. Lot of social-
ists and communists moved
to the Congress at one point
of time, a lot of Congress-
men of the likes of Subash
Chandra Bose moved out of
the Congress.

This is part and parcel of a
vibrant democracy where
things change shape for the
better. Today, the BJP and
PM Modi, are taking us to a
point where India will be
transformed and scale new
heights. It is time that we all
come together and streng-
then the hands of PM Modi.
If T was opportunistic and I
was hankering for a particu-
lar post, I wouldn’t have
waited for seven years.

In other parties, and I will
not name any in particular, it
is the leaders who have
made the parties instead of
being the other way round.
Everything revolves around
these personalities. This sa-
trap-centric politics wea-
kens the idea of India. There
is no policy, programme and
no long-term growth.

C

In arecent interview to The
Hindu, you had stated that

said the Centre was ready to
give the States whatever they
wanted.

Senior advocate Dushyant
Dave, who appeared for
some activists along with ad-
vocate Prashant Bhushan,
said the “Centre was leaving
them [the poor without ra-
tion cards] to the mercy of
the States”. “Those without
ration cards cannot be al-
lowed to die... The economic
situation is far more dire
now,” Mr. Dave said.

Mr. Mehta strongly object-
ed to Mr. Dave’s submis-
sions, saying he was “drama-
tising” the issue.

In the previous hearing,
Mr. Bhushan had submitted

the Yogi Adityanath’s
government in Uttar Pradesh
was anti-Brahmin, do you
still stand by this view?

m [ was invited regularly and
I participated in an organisa-
tion called Brahmin Chetna
Parishad. In my interaction
with people, I found there
were a lot of grievances,
from jobs to police atroci-
ties. I tried to amplify them,
as an Opposition leader, so
that they are heard. Now, be-
ing in the BJP, I will be in a
better position to deliver,
rather than just amplify. Not
only about the community
that I belong to but about ev-
ery one.

You were one of the 23
signatories who demanded
reforms in the Congress. Had
those suggestions been
implemented, would you
have stayed back?

m It is not about would I or
would I not. I have pondered
over this decision before tak-
ing the plunge. I have tried
to do what I could in the
Congress; I put forth my
views but ultimately I had to
take the stand.

The U.P. elections are
nine months away and
there is a lot of resent-
ment against the
government over the
handling of the pande-
mic. What prospects do
you see for the BJP
under the leadership of
Adityanath in the polls.

m [ can tell you that I will
work as a dedicated worker.
I have seen the popularity of
Narendra Modi. There is no
easy or difficult victory. We
strive and reach out to the
people and I can see the sen-
timent on the ground. The
BJP will return with a better
result.

Roll back fuel price hike: Cong.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Congress leaders held prot-
ests outside fuel pumps
across the country against
the rising prices of petrol
and diesel and demanded a
complete rollback of the
price hikes.

Party general secretaries
K.C. Venugopal and Shakti
Singh Gohil reached a petrol
pump next to the Feroz Shah
Kotla Stadium on a horse
cart. Arguing that the tax on
petrol and diesel stood at
%9.20 during the UPA go-
vernment, Mr. Venugopal
said it was now 332. “The go-
vernment should stop im-
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posing excise duty on petrol
and diesel. It should come
under the purview of Goods
and Services Tax. We de-
mand a complete rollback of
fuel price hike,” he said.

Indian Youth Congress
(IYC) president Srinivas B.V.
accused the government of
spending the tax collected
on diesel and petrol on “ex-
travagant projects”.

“The reduction in fuel
prices comes only on the oc-
casion of elections. The
BJP’s loot starts again as
soon as it gets time from the
election campaign,” he
alleged.

Congress leader Priyanka
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Gandhi Vadra tweeted,
“During the pandemic, Modi
government collected taxes
on petrol-diesel: 32.74 lakh
crore.”

“What all could have been
done with this money: Vac-
cines for the whole country
(67,000 crore) + oxygen
plants in 718 districts + Al-
IMS hospital in 29 States +
%6,000 as help to 25 crore
poor people. But nothing
was done,” she said.

Former party chief Rahul
Gandhi tweeted, “GDP
crashing, Unemployment
soaring, Fuel prices skyrock-
eting. In how many more
ways #BJPLootingIndia?”

that the Centre had last year
recorded 8 crore migrant
workers without ration
cards. The States had identi-
fied 2.8 crore of them.

At this point, the court
pulled up the government
for delaying the completion
of a national database to
identify and register migrant
workers.

The government said the
delay had something to do
with the “software”. The da-
tabase would have helped
the Centre work in tandem
with the States to identify
migrant labourers and pro-
vide them timely welfare
during the pandemic. The
government side said the da-
tabase would be ready in the
next three or four months.

“Why do you need three
or four months? You are only
preparing a database por-
tal,” Justice Bhushan asked.

Ms. Bhati explained that
the portal would be an “end-
to-end” one, which would
not only function as a data-
base but also help in tracking
and monitoring benefits
meant for migrant labourers.

“It will be a self-sustain-
ing, self-managing portal,”
Mr. Mehta assured.

Execute ration
card scheme,
SC tells Bengal

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day insisted that West Ben-
gal government must im-
plement the ‘One Nation
One Ration Card’ scheme
for the benefit of migrant
workers.

The scheme gives mi-
grants access to food grains
in any fair price shop
anywhere in the country,
no matter where their ra-
tion card is registered.

“You must implement

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The BJP on Friday accused
the Aam Aadmi Party-led
Delhi government of being
“under the control” of a “ra-
tion mafia”. It also alleged
that the AAP’s proposal of
home delivery of subsidised
rations was to promote a
“scam”.

At a press conference, BJP

Delhi govt. under control
of ration mafia, says BJP

Home delivery proposal will promote scam, says Minister

Mr. Prasad said Mr. Kejri-
wal was free to launch a sep-
arate scheme outside the
Food Security Act-covered
programme. He noted that
the Centre provided 37,573
tonnes of subsidised grains
to 73 lakh people in Delhi at
a cost of 21,163 crore. He as-
serted that the interests of
Delhi were very much prior-
itised. The Centre was an-

the One Nation One Ration
Card scheme,” Justice M.R.
Shah, accompanying Jus-
tice Ashok Bhushan on a
Special Bench, told West
Bengal, represented by ad-
vocate Liz Mathew.

Ms. Mathew said the
State would definitely im-
plement the scheme, but
was facing issues regarding
the Aadhaar card seeding.
“You cannot cite one pro-
blem or other. This is for
migrant workers, so they
can avail welfare benefits
under various government
schemes,” Justice Shah
said.

The exchange happened
during a suo motu hearing
on welfare measures for
migrant labourers.

The court reserved the
case for judgment.

leader and Union Law minis-
ter Ravi Shankar Prasad said
fair price shops were at the
core of supplies of subsi-
dised food grains to the
poor, as they were covered
under legal provisions and
thus accountable for any
lapse.

“If grains are home deli-
vered, people will not get to
know how much of it is go-
ing where and how much of
it might have disappeared
on the way,” he said.

Mr. Prasad attacked the
Delhi government for not
implementing the One Na-
tion One Ration Card
scheme and not connecting
its ration shops with the
electronic point of sale ma-
chine to “evade” accounta-
bility.

“Grains at doorstep is ve-

@ If grains are home

delivered, people
will not get to
know how much of
it is going where

RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD
Union Minister
ry much a jumla [rhetoric].
The Delhi government is un-
der the control of ration ma-
fia,” he alleged. “You want to
break the law. You want to
throw dust into the eyes of
the people of Delhi. The
Central government pro-
cures and spends money on
the scheme and you have to
follow the law,” he said.
Delhi Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal had been say-
ing that the Centre was re-
fusing to approve his
government’s scheme of
home delivery of rations to
the poor.

nually spending I 2 lakh
crore to give subsidised ra-
tion to people. The Delhi go-
vernment could not deliver
medicine and oxygen to peo-
ple at home but it was now
talking about delivering
grains at home, he said.

To help the migrant popu-
lation receive their quota of
ration at their place of work,
the Centre launched the One
Nation One Ration Card
scheme, but Delhi was
among the three States that
had not implemented it. The
government had stopped e-
authentication of ration
shops within four months of
its launch in 2018 after lakhs
of fake ration cards were
spotted. It also had no data
on Dalit and tribal benefici-
aries of the scheme, he ad-
ded.

Pilot dismisses reports of talks with BJP leaders

AICC member Ajay Maken says
expansion of Rajasthan Cabinet soon

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI/JAIPUR

While former Rajasthan Con-
gress chief Sachin Pilot on
Friday dismissed reports of
BJP leaders being in touch
with him, the All India Con-
gress Committee (AICC) in-
charge for Rajasthan Ajay
Maken asserted that there
would soon be a Cabinet ex-
pansion of the Ashok Gehlot-
led government.

The AICC general secre-
tary also played down re-
ports of Mr. Pilot being “an-
gry” with the party.

“When I am here, how is it
possible that views of the
MLAs are not heard? We are

Zanmai Labs
comes under
ED scanner

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directo-
rate issued a showcause
notice to cryptocurrency
exchange Zanmai Labs
Private Limited (WazirX)
and its directors, Nischal
Shetty and Sameer Hanu-
man Mhatre, under the Fo-
reign Exchange Manage-
ment Act for transactions
involving digital currencies
worth 32,790.74 crore.

The ED initiated the in-
quiry on the basis of its
findings in a money laun-
dering investigation into il-
legal online betting appli-
cations owned allegedly by
Chinese nationals. “WazirX
does not collect requisite
documents, in clear viola-
tion of Anti Money Laun-
dering and Combating of
Financing of Terrorism
precaution norms and FE-
MA guidelines,” it said.

taking future steps after talk-
ing to everyone and ascer-
taining their views. The va-
cant posts that are there, be
they in the Cabinet or the
Boards of Commissions, ap-
pointments will happen very
soon,” Mr. Maken said on the
sidelines of a symbolic prot-
est against the continuous
fuel price hike.

On his part, Mr. Pilot took
part in a protest against fuel
hike in Jaipur and categori-
cally rejected the claims that
Congress-turned-BJP leader
Rita Bahuguna Joshi had spo-
ken to him.

“I also heard that Rita Ba-
huguna Joshi had spoken to

Sachin Pilot

Sachin. Maybe she spoke to
Sachin  Tendulkar. She
doesn’t have the courage to
speak to me,” Mr. Pilot
quipped to reporters at the
protest venue.

Amid speculation that the
former Rajasthan Deputy
Chief Minister could be the
next to exit from the Con-

gress after Jitin Prasada, Mr.
Maken said he is in regular
touch with Mr Pilot.

“I speak to him regularly
[Mr Pilot]. If he was angry,
then would he have spoken
to me,” Mr. Maken said.

However, a source close to
Mr. Pilot told The Hindu that
the Pilot camp is not happy
that the Congress High Com-
mand has not been able to
“deliver” on the promises
made to him and his suppor-
ters even after 10 months.

After his unsuccessful re-
volt against Mr. Gehlot, the
Congress had removed Mr.
Pilot both from the post of
the Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (PCC) chief as well as
the Deputy Chief Minister.
The MLAs and the Ministers,
who support him, were also

stripped of all official
positions.

Last August, the AICC had
formed a three-member
committee with Congress
general secretary (organisa-
tion) K.C. Venugopal, Mr. Ma-
ken and Ahmed Patel, to
look into the grievances of
Mr. Pilot. However the panel
made little progress due to
Mr. Patel’s prolonged hospi-
talisation due to COVID-19
and his subsequent death.

While the pro-Gehlot
MLAs are resisting the return
of Mr. Pilot’s supporters in
the government, the AICC is
said to be working on a for-
mula that will ensure an im-
portant party position for
Mr. Pilot and a few portfolios
for his supporters in the go-
vernment.

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY ANANTAPUR,

ANANTHAPURAMU - 515 002 (A.P.) INDIA
NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

No.01/JNTUA/EOI/2021-22 Dated. 28.05.2021

Sealed Quotations are invited for EOl from the reputed
Architects / Consultants Registered with Indian Institute
of Architects / Council of Architects having experience in any
Govt. Organizations for Design of buildings / high rise build-
ings with green building concepts, cost estimation for Civil,
Electrical, Water supply, sanitary, Fire fighting and other
installations etc., on or before 15 days from date of publi-
cations. For further details refer www.jntua.ac.in.

sd/- REGISTRAR

ANDHRA PRADESH MEDI(
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPM

2" Floor, Plot No.9, Survey No.49, IT Park, Mangalagiri-522503.
email : aphmhidc@gmail.com & ed.apmsidc16@gmail.com

Tender Notice No.7/APMSIDC/2021-22, Dated : 10-06-2021

APMSIDC invites tenders through e-procurement platform for Equipment
Wing: 1. RFP for identification of service provider for providing the Human
resources to the State headquarters and Three Teaching Hospitals in A.P.
2. Procure and supply of RNA Extraction for reagent pre filled plate (for 96
samples) basis to VRDL Labs in AP. 3. Procure and supply of Medical
Equipment and other items to 3rd wave of COVID19. 4. Identification of
service provider for RFID/NFC tags to Oxygen Cylinders in A.P.

Designs Wing: 5. Architectural and Engineering Consultancy services for
Preparation of DPRs for Paediatric Super Speciality Hospitals @ 1.Tirupathi,
2. Vjayawada and 3. Visakhapatnam.

Drugs Wing: 1. T.No.111/APMSIDC/Medicine Wing/2020-21- Procure and
supply of General Medicines. 2. T.No.112/APMSIDC/Medicine Wing/2020-21
- Procurement and Supply of Surgical and Consumables.

APMSIDC will reserve the right to cancel the tenders at any time without
assigning any reasons.

DIPR 156PP/CL, Dt.11.06.2021

Sd/- Managing Director

GOVT. DOON MEDICAL COLLEGE

DEHRAKHAS, PATEL NAGAR, DEHRADUN - 248001, UTTARAKHAND

Tel: 0135-2726020, 2726021
Email ID: doonmedicalcollege@gmail.com, Website : www.gdmcuk.com

Latter No.- GDMC/Advt./2021/5182

WALK IN INTERVIEW
Awalkininterview will be held on 24-06-2021 at 10:00 am onwards in
Govt. Doon Medical College Campus, Patel Naga, Dehradun for
various faculty positions (Broad and Super Specialties) of
Government Doon Medical College, Dehradun. The appointments
will be made on contractual basis for three years only or till regular
appointments are made, whichever is earlier. The detail about the
vacancies in various departments are uploaded in the website of
Govt. Doon Medical College www.gdmcuk.com |,
www.doonmedical.org.

Dated : 10.06.2021

Principal,
Govt. Doon Medical College,
Dehradun

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

CONSTRUCTION ORGANISATION
E-TENDER

NOTICE NO.18-CECNMS-2021-E-145764 DATED 04-06-2021

NOTICE NO.19-CECNMS-2021-E-142235 DATED 04-06-2021

NOTICE NO.20-CECNMS-2021-E-142675 DATED 04-06-2021

NOTICE NO.21-CECNMS-2021-E-151529 DATED 04-06-2021
The Chief Engineer, Construction, Southern Railway, Egmore, Chennai -
600 008 invites e-tender for the following work(s) as per Notice Inviting Tender
(NIT) in our portal www.ireps.gov.in. The Tenderer(s)/Contractor(s) intending to
apply for the tender needs to get enrolled in the portal www.ireps.gov.in and
only online tenders will be accepted. The cost of the tender form and the
Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) should be made through online payment gateway
available in the website by the way of multiple bank’s net banking, debit card
and credit card.

(1) Name of the Work : Proposed new BG line between Chinnasalem and
Kallakurichi - Proposed Construction of Limited Use Subways including road
approaches. (TWO PACKET SYSTEM)

Approximate Cash Value (Rupees) : 14405068.95
Earnest Money Deposit (Rupees): 0.0 Period of Completionin Months : 12
Closing Date @ 15.30 hrs : 28.06.2021

W—"Iﬁ 3iaR&T 39T Fg / North Eastern Space Applications Centre

HRd IHR / Government of India, 3iaR&T f9mer / Department of Space
3fA9H / Umiam - 793103, AUty / Meghalaya, Tel: 0364 2570140. Fax: 0364 2570043

Advt. No.NESAC/RMT-TEMP/04/2021

Date: June 10, 2021

basis, at NESAC, Umiam:

Applications are invited from eligible candidates for filling up the following positions on project

Name of the Post : Research Scientist
Sl. . No. of| . Monthly
No. Project Name Post Field Remuneration
Flood Early Agriculture Engineering/ Water Resources/ Water
Warning System Resources Engineering/ Water Resources
1. (FLEWS) for 01 Management/ Hydrology/ Hydraulics/ Watershed Lel\jlgl 1,8'3?;?8
Assam Management/ Land and Water Resources (%%’6100-
Engineering/ Soil and Water Conservation/ Hydro- 177 560) lus
North Eastern informatics/ Irrigation and Drainage Engineering/|,;22's w1 g |
Region — Disaster Irrigation and Water M t/ Water Engineeri  redica
2 ¢ A 01 gation and Water Management/ Water Engineering| g - e ¢ e
Risk Reduction and Management/ Remote Sensing/ Remote Sensing ’
(NER-DRR) & GIS/ Geoinformatics/ Geomatics/ etc.

For detailed advertisement, kindly visit NESAC Website: www.nesac.gov.in.
Corrigendum/addendum, if any, will be published only in the NESAC website.
Detailed advertisement will be uploaded in the NESAC Website on 15.06.2021.

Sd/-
Director, NESAC

(2) Name of the Work : Ponmalai Workshop : Proposed construction of New
POH facilities for maintenance of LHB coaches. Pink book item No.1087 c-UW1
of2018-2019.
Approximate Cash Value (Rupees) : 97963077.91
Earnest Money Deposit (Rupees): 0.0 Period of Completionin Months : 9
Closing Date @ 15.30 hrs : 28.06.2021
(3) Name of the Work : Gauge Conversion work in Madurai & Bodinayakkanur
Section : (I) Construction of Passenger Platform at Bodinayakkanur & Goods
Platform at TENI (Il) Construction of one High Level Reservoir for coach watering
(111) Earthwork in Widening, Raising of existing Formation of BG standard at the
approaches of LUS No.79 (Ch:84700) to 81 (Ch:88700) in between TENI (excl)
and BODINAYAKKANUR (excl) Stations. (TWO PACKET SYSTEM)
Approximate Cash Value (Rupees) : 151478124.66
Earnest Money Deposit (Rupees): 0.0 Period of Completionin Months : 6
Closing Date @ 15.30 hrs : 28.06.2021
(4) Name of the Work : Gauge conversion work between Tiruturaipundi-
Agastiyampalli Section : Construction of Retaining wall, Supplying, filling and
compaction of gravelly soil between KXX-AGX, formation of road, finishing work
for the station building such as VDY, TOY & AGX Stations in Reach-Il between
Ch:24000to Ch:37397.
Approximate Cash Value (Rupees) : 84936106.25
Earnest Money Deposit (Rupees): 0.0 Period of Completionin Months : 6
Closing Date @ 15.30 hrs : 28.06.2021
For further details, please refer to website portal www.ireps.gov.in or contact
Office of the Chief Administrative Officer, Construction, E.V.R. High Road,
Egmore, Chennai-600 008.

Chief Engineer (Construction), Egmore, Chennai - 600 008.

Follow us on : :’: twitter.com/GMSRailway
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'Will provide security to
Poonawalla if he wants’
MUMBAI

The Maharashtra government
on Friday told the Bombay
High Court that it would
provide security to the CEO
of the Serum Institute of
India, Adar Poonawalla, if he
asked for it. The court was
hearing a petition seeking 'Z
plus' security to Mr.
Poonawalla, as he is allegedly
being threatened by people
to supply vaccines.

SC postpones AIIMS' PG
entrance examination
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court ordered
the postponement of the
AlIMS' Post Graduate
Entrance Test-INI CET exams,
scheduled for June 16, by a
month, after taking into
consideration the fatigue in
the medical community after
the second wave of COVID-19.

Allahabad
HC grants
anticipatory
bail to scribe

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW

The Allahabad High Court
granted anticipatory bail to
Shiv Pratap, a journalist,
and another  person
booked for allegedly trying
to destroy a ballot box and
resorting to firing during
voting for the panchayat
polls in April. Mr. Pratap
said he was targeted for re-
porting about alleged irreg-
ularities at the booth. Shiv
Pratap, a reporter of Hindi
newspaper Pratap Kiran,
was on April 19 covering
the gram panchayat elec-
tion at a booth in Utrash vil-
lage in Pratapgarh district.

Vets remove part of iron chain
from elephant’s foot in Bengal

The injured tusker
was spotted two
months ago

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA

Officials of the
West Bengal For-
est Department
and a team of
six  veterinar-
ians successfully
operated upon an
elephant and re-
moved parts of an iron
chain that had got stuck in
its foot. The chain was stuck
deep in the right front foot.
“We tranquillised the in-
jured elephant at Bankura,
and the remaining iron
chain embedded in the skin
was successfully removed by
a team of six veterinarians,”

‘USFDA move won't affect India’

V.K. Paul responds
to rejection of U.S.
nod for Covaxin

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The rejection by the United
States Food and Drug Admi-
nistration (USFDA) of the
emergency use application
of Bharat Biotech’s Covaxin
has no impact on policies in
India, Dr. V.K. Paul, NITI
Aayog member (Health),
said at a Union Health Minis-
try press conference on Fri-
day.

“Every country has its pa-
rameter for approval of vac-
cinations for its population
despite the world sharing a
common scientific frame-
work for approval. India also
follows its own regulatory
process for approval that is
tailor-made for our popula-
tion. It’s their decision, it
should be respected. Our
regulator has endorsed this
vaccine and there is no im-

Reaching out: A worker holding Covaxin vials at a vaccination
camp in Chennai for differently abled people. =FiLe pHOTO

pact on use of Covaxin in our
national programme,” he
stated, noting that Covaxin
phase-3 clinical trial data
would be published in the
next seven to eight days.

“We expect that the Co-
vaxin manufacturers will be
able to comply with the reg-
ulators’ requirement. Our
regulator has approved this
vaccine. We have enough da-
ta on safety and efficacy,” he
said.

Dr. Paul said the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) was preparing for a

national survey. “The ICMR
will begin work for next sero
survey this month. But if we
want to protect our geogra-
phies, we won’t have to de-
pend on national sero survey
alone, we’ll have to encour-
age States for sero surveys
too,” he said.

Suggestions to reduce the
gap between the two doses
of Covishield and non-re-
quirement of vaccination for
those who have recovered
from COVID-19 “are wel-
come”, he said, adding that
revisions can be made “as

per data analysis and
consultations”.

In a release on Friday, the
Health Ministry said the ex-
pectation that vaccine was-
tage should be 1% or less is
not at all unreasonable. The
vaccines being used now did
not have an ‘open vial poli-
cy’, i.e., they have to be used
within a stipulated time once
avial was opened. The vacci-
nators were advised to mark
the date and time of opening
each vial and all opened vials
should be used or discarded
within four hours of
opening.

“Several States have or-
ganised COVID-19 vaccina-
tion in such a way that not
only is there no wastage but
they are able to extract more
doses from the vial and thus
show a negative wastage.
Hence, the expectation that
vaccine wastage should be
1% or less is not at all unrea-
sonable. It is reasonable, de-
sirable and achievable,” said
the release.

Online module to map out-of-school kids

Centre takes note
of disruptions due
to COVID-19

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

With COVID-19-related dis-
ruptions to education lead-
ing to higher levels of dro-
pouts, the Centre has set up
a module to map out-of-
school children and connect
them to mainstream educa-
tion through special training
centres.

In a letter to State govern-
ments on Friday, Education
Ministry Joint Secretary, Ma-
neesh Garg, directed them to
upload data about all out-of-
school children at the block
level for monitoring purpos-
es. “In order to facilitate age-
appropriate admission of

said V. K. Yadav, Prin-
" cipal Chief Conserva-
tor of Forest (Wildlife) and
Chief Wildlife Warden of
West Bengal.

Mr. Yadav said the injured
elephant was spotted two
months ago in Jhargram.
Last month, an operation
was conducted at Sonamuk-
hi, where a part of the chain
was removed. S. Kulandai-

Huge relief: The elephant walking after the iron
chain (left) was removed. =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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A good step: Through the module, children will be connected
to mainstream education by training centres. =riLe PHOTO

out-of-school children in the
age group of 6-14 years in
regular schools, financial
provisions are made in the
[Samagra Shiksha] scheme
for arranging special training
to bridge their learning gaps
and mainstreaming them in
schools,” said the letter.

The online module, it

'J" . "r.

vel, Chief Conservator of
Forest, Central Circle, said
the elephant had come to
West Bengal from Jharkhand
and the chain indicated that
there could have been at-
tempts to trap it. The patchy
forest of south Bengal is
home to 160 to 180 ele-
phants. It records one of the
highest incidents of human-
elephant conflicts in India.

said, would allow for the
mapping of the children with
the nearest Special Training
Centres to provide bridge
courses.

“For out-of-school chil-
dren in the 16-18 years of age
group and belonging to So-
cially and Economically Dis-
advantaged Group, financial

assistance has been made
available for the first time
from the year 2021-22 to con-
tinue  their  education
through Open/Distance
Learning mode,” it added.

In January, the Education
Ministry had directed States
to conduct comprehensive
door-to-door  surveys to
identify children who were
out of school and migrant
students affected by CO-
VID-19 disruptions.

They were told to prepare
an action plan to prevent in-
creased dropouts, lower en-
rolments, loss of learning
and deterioration in the
gains made in providing un-
iversal access, quality and
equity in recent years.
Schools were also asked to
relax detention norms in or-
der to prevent dropouts.

Two doses of COVID-19
vaccines cut risk: study

They offer 77%
protection against
hospitalisation

R. PRASAD
CHENNAI

A study carried out at CMC
Vellore has found that two
doses of COVID-19 vaccine
offer high protection against
infection and hospitalisa-
tion, even among health-
care workers, who have a
high risk of being infected.
While the study found vacci-
nation to be protective, it
did not investigate the pro-
portion of cases caused by
the Beta (B.1.1.7) and Delta
(B.1.617.2) variants. The re-
sults of the study have been
published in the journal
Mayo Clinic Proceedings.

“We were not able to indi-
vidually study the efficacy of
Covishield and Covaxin as
only a few received Covax-
in,” said Dr. Joy J. Mammen,
Professor at the Department
of Transfusion Medicine,
CMC Vellore, and the corres-
ponding author of the pap-
er. Though over 93% re-
ceived Covishield, the study
shows that vaccinated indi-
viduals are better protected
compared with unvaccinat-
ed individuals.

In total, 8,991 (84.8%)
healthcare workers were
vaccinated between January
21 and April 30, 2021. A ma-
jority of them (nearly
8,400) received Covishield.
While not a single death was
reported among the 8,958
vaccinated individuals,
there was one death among
the 1,609 unvaccinated
healthcare workers.

The study found that
among the 7,080 healthcare
workers who received two
doses, the vaccines offered
65% protection against in-
fection, 77% protection
against hospitalisation, 92%
protection against the need
for oxygen and 94% protec-
tion from ICU admission.
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The study analysed effects
in healthcare workers.

The study found that
even a single dose of CO-
VID-19 vaccine offered sig-
nificantly high protection
against both infection and
hospitalisation. In 1,878
healthcare workers who re-
ceived only one dose, pro-
tection against infection was
61%, while that against hos-
pitalisation was 70%. In the
case of those needing oxy-
gen care and ICU admission,
the protection offered by a
single dose was 94% and
95%, respectively.

Among the 1,878 health-
care workers who received
only one dose, 200 (10.6%)
were infected, while only 22
(1.2%) needed hospitalisa-
tion. In comparison, among
the 7,080 healthcare work-
ers who received two doses,
679 (9.6%) were infected,
while 64 (0.9%) needed hos-
pitalisation. Among those
who received two doses, on-
ly four needed oxygen sup-
port and just two needed
ICU care.

“Vaccines are working
well! Good against infection
(in healthcare settings
where there is a high risk of
transmission), great against
severe disease,” Professor of
Microbiology at CMC Vellore
Dr. Gagandeep Kang said on
Twitter. She is not involved
in the study.

Among the 1,609 health-
care workers who were not
vaccinated, 438 (27.2%) got
infected, while 64 (4%)
needed hospitalisation. Ele-
ven (0.7%) individuals who
did not get any vaccine
needed oxygen support and
eight (0.5%) needed ICU
care.

India records
82,533 new
infections

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

India recorded 82,533 new
COVID-19 cases and 3,976
new deaths till 9.30 p.m.
on Friday. The country has
so far reported a total of
2,93,56,505 cases and
3,67,086 deaths.

Tamil Nadu reported
15,759 new infections, fol-
lowed by Kerala (14,233)
and Maharashtra (11,766).
Maharashtra recorded
2,619 new deaths followed
by Tamil Nadu (378) and
Kerala (173). Maharashtra’s
fatalities include 2,213
backlog deaths, which
were missed in the pre-
vious reports and added to
Friday’s tally. The figures
do not include cases and
deaths from Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Tripura, Aru-
nachal Pradesh and La-
dakh. The data are sourced
from the respective States’
health bulletins.

Around 32.75 lakh vac-
cine doses were adminis-
tered in the country in the
24 hours ending 7 a.m. on
Friday, which is nearly 1.05
lakh doses less than what
was recorded in the pre-
vious 24 hours. However, it
is almost 4 lakh more doses
than what was recorded
during the same period a
week ago.

The seven-day rolling av-
erage of daily vaccinations
in the country stood at
30.27 lakh on June 10. The
last time the figure had
crossed the 30-lakh mark
was nearly two months
back, on April 17. Only 3.4%
of the country’s population
has received both doses,
while 14.6% population has
received at least the first
shot of vaccine. About
21.3% of adults — 41.7% of
those aged above 45 years
and 45.6% of people above
60 years — had received at
least one dose of a vaccine
until 9.45 p.m. on Friday.

Former chairman of IL&FS Group arrested

Case pertains to
X200 crore fraud
via subsidiary

R. SIVARAMAN
CHENNAI

The Economic Offences
Wing of the Tamil Nadu pol-
ice arrested Ravi Parthasa-
rathy, 69, former chairman
of the IL&FS Group, in con-
nection with the alleged
cheating of a Chennai-based
private limited company to
the tune of 200 crore
through its subsidiary IL&FS
Transportation Networks In-
dia Limited (ITNL), Mumbai.

Mr. Parthasarathy was ar-
rested by the police in Mum-
bai and brought to the city
on Thursday. He was pro-
duced before the Special
Court for cases under the Ta-
mil Nadu Protection of Inter-
ests of Depositors (TNPID)
Act and remanded to judicial

Ravi Parthasarathy

custody for 15 days. He has
been lodged in the Saidapet
sub-jail.

Last January, the Econom-
ic Offences Wing of the State
Police arrested Ramchand
Karunakaran, former ma-
naging director, and Hari
Sankaran, former vice-chair-
man and director of ITNL,
who were also cited as ac-
cused in this case.

Additional Director-Gen-
eral of Police, Economic Of-
fences Wing, Abhash Kumar,

told The Hindu, “The case
was registered by us last year
against 21 accused, including
the firms ITNL and IL&FS,
for the alleged offences of
cheating and criminal
breach of trust in the repay-
ment of deposit amount of
%200 crore invested in de-
bentures by the complainant
M/s 63 Moons Technologies
Private Limited, Anna Salai,
Thousand Lights, Chennai.
Ravi Parthasarathy has been
cited as the seventh accused
in this case. He has been ar-
rested by us following the
Madras High Court recently
rejecting the anticipatory
bail petition.”

Inflated balance sheets

ITNL, Mumbai, is one of the
major subsidiaries of IL&FS.
Its directors and key mana-
gerial personnel were res-
ponsible for the formulation
of strategies and implemen-

tation on behalf of ITNL.

The complainant, 63
Moons Technologies, said in
2014 and 2015 that ITNL not-
ified the public domain
about the issuance of 1,000
and 2,000 non-convertible
debentures having a face va-
lue of 710 lakh each aggregat-
ing to %100 crore and 3250
crore, respectively, on priv-
ate placement basis. The in-
formation = memorandum
was also supported with cre-
dit ratings by reputed credit
rating agencies and highly in-
flated balance sheets by its
statutory auditors, who fal-
sely showed that ITNL and
IL&FS were highly
profitable.

Further, in order to in-
duce innocent investors, the
ITNL falsely assured guaran-
teed annual return of up to
11.80% per annum, payable
on a semi-annual basis until
redemption, to its investors

against their deposits with
ITNL.

The complainant compa-
ny relied on the representa-
tions and assurances made
by ITNL and key managerial
personnel, and invested
%200 crore in debentures. In
2018, IL&FS defaulted on
their financial obligations,
and subsequently, ITNL also
defaulted on the payment of
interest on the debentures.

Detailed investigations by
agencies such as the Enforce-
ment Directorate and the Se-
rious Fraud Investigation Of-
fice exposed the alleged role
of key management person-
nel in mismanaging the lend-
ing business.

Lending was carried out
to the entities without any
due diligence. The complai-
nant company alleged that it
had lost 3200 crore due to
fraudulent representations
of the accused.
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Acharya association

At some point of time in our journey through the cycle of
birth, when one’s past good karmas bear fruit, one comes
under the beneficial influence of an acharya. He instils good
conduct in us, strengthens our belief in mantra japa, and in-
spires in us the atma tatva jnana and leads us towards seek-
ing salvation. In this context, the stories of what happened
in the case of the sinner Kshatrabandu and of the virtuous
Pundarika are quoted to explain how by the good graces of
Narada, they are able to redeem themselves, pointed out
Asuri Sri Madhavachariar in a discourse.

Kshatrabandu was known for his penchant to kill people
and eat them. Once Narada came in his way and when he
wanted to kill Narada, the sage explained that he is on the
wrong path and incurring harmful doshas. Narada taught
him Govinda Nama and miraculously, this confirmed sinner
turned a new leaf. He began meditating on Govinda Nama
and was eventually liberated. If this instance shows that
even sin need not be a hurdle to moksha if one gets the
acharya association, the story of Pundarika exemplifies the
truth that without an acharya’s grace, good deeds by them-
selves cannot lead to salvation. Pundarika was noted for his
righteous conduct, was very devoted to God and followed
religious practices as ordained in the sastras. All this only
tied him to samsara and did not lead him to moksha. But ow-
ing to his good fortune, he got Narada as his acharya who
imparted the Dwadasakshara mantra. He meditated on this
and gained moksha. So, sadly when the jivatma is compelled
into further births owing to both punya and papa, and conti-
nues in the state of ajnana, contact with an acharya can help
him out of this tricky situation. The acharya can direct him
to think of God and moksha and the way to seek Him.
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reheads may not really have wide
foreheads. Clearer now?

After a lifetime of listening to
what they say, you will discover
there are bunches of Theys who say
deliberately contradictory things.
As soon as you’re following one, the
others say something diametrically
opposite. They are all convinced

they are right and they are wrong.
That leaves us, as they say,
with no options at all. You defi-
nitely should not be listening to
whether they say that lizard
squeaks herald weddings or
deaths, whether to turn (or
vote) left or right; whether
lengths of skirts are in the eyes
of the beholder or not. You
should really be listening only
\ to yourself.

Now here is where it turns
hairy. I say categorically that
you shouldn’t care a toss about
what they say. But since for you, I
am one of They, if you listen to me,
you could say that you shouldn’t lis-
ten to me. Then I’d say that you're
part of the They I'm advising
against being listened to, in the
first place. So you should really

not be listening to you either.
And you don’t. This is the fi-

= SREEJITH RAVIKUMAR

NYC opens up: New hotels, restaurants and the subway
returning to 24-hour service — New York City is coming
back to life. In fact there is a Central Park mega-concert
planned for August, a celebration of the city and its
residents after surviving the pandemic. It's slated to have
‘eight "iconic" stars perform a three-hour show for 60,000
attendees and a worldwide television audience'.

AN

French Open 2021: As this issue went to press, fans were
awaiting a cracking semi-final with Novak Djokovic and
Rafael Nadal. The winner will play against Greek fifth seed
Stefanos Tsitsipas or German player Alexander Zverev in
Sunday's final. In women's singles, Slovenia's Tamara
Zidansek became the first women's singles player from her
country to enter the semi-final of a Grand Slam event.

Virtual tours, workshops
and other events you just
can’t miss

Virtual benefit

After the success of the first
edition last year, carpet
manufacturer Obeetee has
launched its second edition,
Social Fabric 2.0 - Weaves of
Solidarity auction. It is aimed at
assisting 25,000 carpet
weavers in Mirzapur.
obeetee.org. Watch Acapella
group Penn Masala, and other
artistes participate in a virtual
benefit organised by non-
profit, Room to Read, to
support their Education
Resilience Fund. June 25.
give.roomtoread.org

Who'sin
your head?

Making sense of wide foreheads,
squeaking lizards and lengths of skirts

Comic hour

Taking on the role of ‘'The
Expert' who knows everything
about nothing is comedian
Sorabh Pant. From politics to
pop culture, the comic has a
new episode launching every
week. June 12, 8.30 pm on
Zoom. %200.

In Teen Ka Tadka, comics
Neeti Palta, Shreeja
Chaturvedi and Devanshi Shah
share personal, twisted
stories. June 14, at 10 pm.
¥200. Tickets for both shows
are available on
in.bookmyshow.com

Wears well

Falguni Shane Peacock have
joined several other designer
labels on the Nykaa Fashion
Luxe Store; nykaafashion.com.
The National Centre for the
Performing Arts is conducting a
two-day workshop on
'Reimagining dance costumes
with Sandhya Raman'
highlighting the role and
importance of costumes in
various dance forms.

On 18 and 25 June' 6 pm over a
Zoom call; 500; Call
8879114939 or 9819002515
for registration.

JANE DE SUZA

now?

\ HICHAELHOLDING

s —
win o

Booked weekends

Releasing next week: Michael
Holding's Why We Kneel, How
We Rise. The book by the
former West Indies cricketer
features conversations on
racism with sporting legends
Usain Bolt, Naomi Osaka, and
others. ¥699.
simonandschuster.co.in.

Author Ruskin Bond has put his
70-year experience as an author
into 28 lessons for a course on
writing. Learn about his journey,
how to build characters, book
publishing, and more. Till June
30. ¥999. bookmyshow.com

You should never listen to what
they say. At least, that’s what they
say. To clarify, if you were to listen
to what they say, then you’d not be
listening to what they say. Clear

You’'ve heard them say, for exam-
ple, that wide foreheads signify
great memories. Keep your hair on!

A trip to the Louvre

Visit the Louvre Museum with this
licensed guide-led webinar. The
60-minute virtual session covers
a tour by an expert in Louvre art
and history, photos, and videos.
June 12. 8.30pm. ¥1,314.
Chicago's Lincoln Park Zoo is also
organising online tours for
viewers who want an intimate
look at their animals. Each
journey will give you insights into
a specific animal group via one of
four formats: meet-and-greet,
cognition and care, enrichment,
or feeding. ¥1,200. Both on
eventbrite.com

reheads signify balding
genes. Not to split hairs, but they
say that great memories are not
worth losing hair over because the
next generations will just Google,
and let their great memories go re-
dundant. And to bring it all to a
head, they even say appearances
are deceptive. Which means that
those who appear to have wide fo-

They also say wide fo-

Rolls-Royce on time

Luxury watchmaker Bovet 1822
and Rolls-Royce have
collaborated to create two
tourbillon timepieces. The new
offerings can transform from a
wristwatch to a pocket/pendant
watch, desk clock, and even a
dashboard clock. Price TBA.
bovet.com Bengaluru-based
The Summer House's latest
collection, Loom to Loop,
features lounge pants, boxy
jackets, and dresses crafted
with fabrics recycled from
production scrap. ¥3,900
onwards. thesummerhouse.in

nal truth. They are so much in
your head that you now listen to
what they say because you think it
is what you think. What you say is
exactly what they say, after all. And
what I say is exactly what they say,
as well. It’s just that your They and
my They are different. And they say
you and I should be, too. Are we
really?

Where Jane De Suza, the author of Happily
Never After, talks about the week’s quirks,
quacks and hacks

Pride 2021

onePULSE Foundation in the US
has teamed up with singer Ricky
Martin for an exclusive event to
commemorate Pride Month.
While Martin will share his tips
for the perfect selfie, if you make
a ¥3,575 donation to their
OUTLOVE HATE campaign, your
self-portrait will appear on
permanent display at the
National Pulse Memorial &
Museum. June 18.
eventbrite.com. Social platform
Lemonade Social has a series of
events, including a dance
masterclass. @lemonade_social

Inside
Clubhouse

Indi

It is like a live radio

show, and in India
the social media

platform has taken
on an identity of its own
— with antakshari rooms, regional
discourses, and more

ARJUN MADAN

I first heard about
Clubhouse back in January.
A friend sent me an invite
and I reluctantly opened an
account, annoyed at being
tasked with learning how to
operate yet another social
media platform. Then I
ignored it. At least until the
second wave hit and we
were all back to being at
home indefinitely. I logged
on thinking it was going to
be like last year’s
Houseparty fad; safe to say, I
am now hooked and I have
no concept of sleep any
more.

What is Clubhouse? Think
of it like a podcast in real

time or a live radio show.
Some describe it as a group
of friends chatting or even
having a “kitty party”.
Whereas others call it a
place to have dialogue and
discourse. People now have
the opportunity to speak to
some of the best minds in
their fields — internationally,
rooms with names like Dr
Anthony Fauci and Virgil
Abloh have seen some of
the biggest

engagement. Closer

home, people like

Sonam Kapoor and

Kusha Kapila now

have a direct line with

their fans. Since there

are no text messages,

direct messaging, or

\ f

= MIHIR BALANTRAPU
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commenting on the app,
the audio-only format
limits opportunities for
trolling. Something that
Twitter and Instagram still
don’t know how to deal
with.

For me, it started out as
some fun, frivolous
conversations about dating
and “shooting your shot”
(basically the Clubhouse
version of telling someone
you find them attractive).
But soon I was tuning into
more “serious”

rooms. I am now
listening in on

conversations

about the
caste politics
in India, the
#MeToo

~movement,

and erypto-
currency.

Local connect
Clubhouse’s trajectory in
India has been slightly
different. The American
market had a head start,
which means they are now
monetising rooms — artists
are hosting paid gigs,
people are charging fees for
exclusive closed rooms,
and the like. Indian
Clubhouse isn’t there yet,
but it is close. The main
difference I've noticed is
that in the West, there are
many rooms with certain
people talking and others
listening. The Indian
audiences want to
speak and contribute
more. If Tam
hosting a room and
-the hand raising
feature is off, I end
up getting messages
on my Instagram to
invite people so they can

chime in.

India being a very
linguistically diverse
country has also ensured
that regional languages
have found a life of their
own on Clubhouse. In fact,
the rooms hosted by some
Malayali folks — with the
most diverse topics (think
‘Can a parotta be a parotta
if it looks like a chapathi?’)
— have seen up to 8,000
people at one point, the
maximum number allowed
in a room by Clubhouse.

Is it a polarising app?
Absolutely! Especially since
it is now open to Android
users, and numbers have
risen. Earlier a 500-person
room was something to be
proud of. Now 5,000 are
not enough for some.

There is a lot of
discussion about
“influencers” on
Clubhouse. People are
annoyed that already
popular digital stars are
bringing their clout and
disrupting a space that the
early adopters worked hard
to build. Yet, every other
day there is a discussion
about influencers, and each
of these rooms draws large
numbers, elicits several
reaction rooms, and
creates many Twitter and
Reddit threads.

There is also a very
active political subculture
on Clubhouse, with a clear
distinction between the
Left and Right leaning
groups. The word “echo-
chamber” is often used
because these heated
rooms aren’t really having a
discourse. I have been
“warned” about not
following certain people
and entering certain rooms

because they don’t necessarily
align with my political
ideologies, and I am
supposedly at risk of getting
cornered.

Making it your own

My favourite rooms have been
where my extreme privilege
has been checked, and I have
learnt a lot. A popular club,
‘The Dark Room’, has hosted
incredible rooms on topics
ranging from fat-phobia to
caste-based discrimination.
Making these spaces inclusive
has been one of the reasons I
find Clubhouse to be more
democratic than other social
media platforms.

Some of the other rooms I
enjoy attending are the music
rooms, including ones
dedicated to antakshari!
There are also some great
artistes that are now
Clubhouse celebrities, such as
Anirudh Deshmukh and
Markand Soni.

Clubhouse has become a
great forum for the LGBTQIA+
community. Queer people
have found their own table,
since a seat wasn’t made
available at the existing
platforms for them. The
conversations range from fun
to educational, and the beauty
of the app is that you get to
shuttle between both.

Clubhouse is still very new
in India. Questions like how to
monetise it, what is the future
of the app, are being asked.
Nobody really has an answer,
but what we know is that
people are either on it or are
trying to score an invite. DM
me on Instagram
(@arjunmadan), I may have a
few spare invites.

Arjun Madan is a food,
marketing and brand
consultant.

»
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Naomi Osaka has started a
conversation about the mental
load on young women athletes who
are constantly battling stressors on
and off the field

Into the open:

Aakancha Kerketta (above, right)
with teammate Basanti Barla, Tripta
Behera (top right)

= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

At SAI

Increasingly, though not to the extent needed, institutes and coaches

are seeing the benefit of referring players to sports psychologists. The
Sports Authority of India has tie-ups with these professionals, so elite
athletes can access them through individual federations.

i SUNALINI MATHEW

In 2019, Utkarsha Pawar, 22, from Pune,
began journalling. On its last page, she
wrote down her goal: to be selected in
the cricket Women’s Under-23 Challen-
ger Trophy. Every day, as she filled her
diary, it was a reminder that all her
thoughts and actions were fine-tuned
towards that. “I achieved it, and ticked
it off,” she says, adding that writing has
helped in visualisation, an exercise by
sportspersons to sharpen focus and bet-
ter performance. It also helped her pro-
cess her grandfather’s death last year.
While the practice is beneficial for
men and women athletes, Pawar finds
that it’s her women athlete friends who
journal more. “I also have gym training
as part of the journal, so it helps me
keep track of how I perform and lift
[weights] during my periods,” she says.

Added layers of pressure

There are two parts to building mental
health in athletes: performance enhan-
cement on field and well-being (tackling
stress and disorders) off field, says Di-
vya Jain, a sports psychologist from For-
tis Healthcare. While journalling and vi-
sualisation are practised by both men
and women, off field stressors may
differ.

Soniya Dabir, Pawar’s coach, singles
out the word ‘pressure’ to describe a
sportsperson’s life: the need to perform
better or at least at par with a previous
time; the juggling of time between sport
and study; the stress of endorsements.
Women have added layers of pressure —
the doubts about earning a living from
sport, where women play for even shor-
ter durations than men; the decision to
have a child, etc.

The nuances of women’s sport
While we will never know the depth of

struggles of the
female athlete

Naomi Osaka’s mental health condition
— she does not owe us a detailed expla-
nation, much like she wouldn’t her his-
tory of a physical injury — she has
opened up a conversation around men-
tal health in sport.

On Clubhouse discussions, players
have talked about the responses to her
decision to take a break, opening the
field for more nuanced discussions.
Take just the issue of what to wear at
sporting events. Karan Singh, who runs
the Indian Track Foundation, set up
three years ago, has four female ath-
letes (handpicked from across interiors
of Jharkhand) in his elite team of 10
trainees.

Earlier this year, the girls got Adidas
gear, which gave them access to sports

That feeling of camaraderie
has changed. I feel that the
media has become extremely
intrusive and of 12 questions
asked, often, 11 are negative
ones. That is why I insist on
those coaching with me not
meeting mediapersons
before an event.

PT USHA, SPRINT LEGEND

FOOD SPOT

on the plate,

and on

AMASs Kitchen works
for both vegetarians
and non-vegetarians
and has a diverse menu
that takes you from
breakfast to dinner

RAHUL VERMA

It was our godchild’s birthday, and
she celebrated it by ordering in. Since
it was a special day, she decided that
she had to start with a gala breakfast.
It came from a restaurant called
AMA’s Kitchen, known for its break-
fast fare. She asked for a plate of fluffy
pancakes. And the picture she sent us
was so enticing that I put it on top of
my must-have list.

AMA’s Kitchen, she said, had come
to her mind because we had, just a
few days before that, ordered our
lunch from there. We had seen this lit-
tle café in Majnu-ka-Tilla some years
ago when we had gone to this north
Delhi food hub for a Korean meal. We
thought of going to AMA’s for dessert
and coffee, but it had shut for the day,
so that was a dream that remained un-
fulfilled. AMA’s, I realise, is a great fa-
vourite of the young, who now know
more about food than their grizzled
parents. And the pizza and salad that
we ordered from there explains just
why it is so popular.

The café is in New Camp Majnu-ka-
Tilla, or New Aruna Nagar, as it is now
known. The menu is a foodie’s de-
light, but it is especially known for its
breakfast fare, including the old Ma-
nali breakfast (¥200) which consists

CcM
K

The Greek Salad from AMA's
Kitchen =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

of a potato patty, scrambled eggs with
cheese, coriander-mint chutney, mul-
tigrain bread, and tea or coffee. The
American breakfast has eggs, pan-
cakes, bacon, chicken sausages, ma-
ple syrup, whipped cream, tea or cof-
fee (R240). But we were looking
forward to a pizza-laden meal. So we
asked for the RGB pizza (3245) with
sundried tomatoes, spinach and olive
and the Ultimate Meat Lovers Pizza
(%315), with chicken, bacon, and pep-
peroni. Since I believe in a balanced
meal, I ordered a Greek salad (X180) as
well. I started with the salad, which
was delightful. It had chopped green
peppers, tomatoes, cucumber, lettuce
leaves and crumbled feta cheese, in a
light dressing of olive oil. The veggies
were crunchy and fresh, and set the
mood for the pizza meal. Surprisingly,
the pizzas weren’t too heavy, possibly
because the base was thin and crisp.

I liked the meaty pizza, with its jui-
cy pepperoni and chicken, but the ve-
getarian pizza was so delicious that I
went back for seconds. The bits of
crispy spinach, olive and sundried to-
matoes gave it a sharp and tangy taste
that I thoroughly enjoyed.

AMA’s is known for its desserts (ap-
ple pie with vanilla ice cream, 180;
mud pie and fudge brownie, both
with vanilla ice cream, 160, and if
you are lucky, you can get some ba-
noffee pie).

I have decided that my next meal
from there will consist of Thamel’s ba-
con pineapple sandwich (3265) and
pancakes with maple syrup, whipped
cream and fruit. The pancake is fluffy
and light, soufflé like, I hear, and the
cream and maple syrup add to the en-
joyment. Then I shall exchange notes
with the goddaughter.

Nothing quite like planning ahead.

The writer is a seasoned food critic

»

MINI ANTHIKAD CHHIBBER

In 1985, Saagar was in the news for many
reasons. It was director Ramesh Sippy’s
first romance after Shakti (1982), Shaan
(1980) and Sholay (1975). It was also Dim-
ple Kapadia’s comeback film, opposite
her Bobby co-star, Rishi Kapoor. It also
happened to be the movie with an alleg-
edly inadvertent topless scene.

The story goes something like this.
Rishi Kapoor’s character, Ravi, sees Mona
(Kapadia) for the first time as she comes
out of the sea. Not quite covered in foam,
Mona wraps a towel around herself,
which slips for a second. ‘The towel slip-
ping was an accident’, ‘We didn’t realise
the cameras were rolling’ — these were
the reasons trotted out at the time, still
not explaining how the frame made it
beyond the cutting floor. Fast forward to
35 years later, post #metoo and with inti-
macy coordinators now on film sets, how
would this have played out?

Know your rights
“I probably would have done the exact
same thing visually, but in a way that
Dimple ma’am would have felt safe,” says
Aastha Khanna, India’s first certified inti-
macy coordinator, who ventured into the
space last lockdown. “An important part
of intimacy is for performers to know
their rights. If there was an accident on
set which was shot, it should be deleted.
However, if the director and actor feel the
shot works aesthetically, they can take a
decision to keep the scene ,” she explains.
Earlier this week, actor Michaela Coel
(I May Destroy You) dedicating
her BAFTA to intimacy coor-
dinator, Ita O’Brien,
shone a light on this
new breed of on-
set profession-

als. The se-
cond sea-
son of

American
drama
The

Aastha Khanna =speciaL ARRANGEMENT
(Above) A still from Bridgerton, and

(inset) Aastha Khanna
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

bras and shorts worn at the internation-
al level in track and field events. “These
clothes are shorter and more snug than
what Aakancha [Kerketta, 16] is comfor-
table wearing,” he says of his ward. So
he left it up to her, but she realised the
difference it was making to her perfor-
mance and decided to go with them.

Singh, who is aiming for the 2028
Olympic Games and beyond, normalis-
es conversations with the help of his
wife, who talks menstruation and body
changes with the girls, made easier
since they live together in one house in
Ooty.

About mental safety

Just like a physical injury, a mental one
too needs more than just first aid. A
sports psychologist at Jamshedpur,
talks of a young woman who came to
him two years after she had been raped
in her early teens, by fellow senior male
players. “She came with anxiety, and af-
ter three or four sessions on a phone
consultation, she revealed she had
been raped,” he says.

But a girl doesn’t have to be sexually
abused to feel insecure. And it’s not just
about putting up a CCTV camera, says
Gayatri Vartak Madkekar, a sports psy-
chologist. “An athlete travelling alone
must feel safe. There are overt ideas of
safety, but there is also the mental an-
gle,” says Madkekar, adding that having
a woman mentor, someone who has
gone through a particular experience,
will help young players.

There is also the question of ‘what if
not sport?’. While women in cities may
have career options and choices they
are free to exercise, those in villages
might not. Arundhati (name changed to
protect identity), 22, who (since 2009)
has trained with Yuwa, an organisation
for girls’ empowerment through foot-
ball, says girls in rural Jharkhand gener-

ally get married by 15 or 16. Sports, the-
refore, also offers an escape route and
she says she “feels free on the football
field”.

Fighting the odds

Tripta Behera, 19, from New Delhi, talks
about patriarchy and capitalism when it
comes to earnings, even in seemingly
egalitarian big-city settings. “I play for
the Delhi Women’s League. The men
get prize money; we don’t. Also, they
get put up at five-star hotels, and we’ll
get a two-star hotel.”

Arundhati remembers her first na-
tional camp. “In the evening, the coach-
es would ask us to sing or dance, and I
am shy, so I wouldn’t want to come to
the front. They would force me to, and
say, ‘You girl from a backward com-
munity — learn to sing or dance’.” On
field too, she felt bullied. These chal-
lenges that go beyond just concentrat-
ing on the game chip away at their
self-belief.

Media matters

What appears in the press also has a
bearing on the mind. Sprinter Dutee
Chand says reporters will pit her
against Hima Das in sensational hea-
dlines, and will take a quote out of con-
text. Despite all the media coverage, a
BBC survey last year, 50% of those sur-
veyed in India (10,181 across 14 states)
could not name even one Sportswo-
man. Up to 42% felt that women’s
sports were not as ‘entertaining’ as
men’s.

Supporting women in sports will bol-
ster their mental health, but this will
need institutions, individuals, and so-
ciety to come together. As Behera says,
“I want to be known as a footballer; not
a woman football player.”

With inputs from Saraswathy Naga-
rajan and Uthra Ganesan

Astha Khanna, the country’s first certified
intimacy coordinator on creating a safe space
for actors on set and why she’s put together a

collective for India

Deuce was the first show to have an inti-
macy coordinator, Alicia Rodis. There al-
so is Elizabeth Talbot for Bridgerton and
Amanda Blumenthal (Euphoria).

The deep dive
Khanna , 26, says she learnt about intima-
cy coordinators when she was research-
ing a workshop on intimacy for a film that
she was an AD on. When she could not
find an intimacy coordinator in India
she wrote to the Intimacy Profes-
sionals Association (IPA), a global
agency founded by Blumenthal.
“When they said they had never
trained anyone from the South
Asian community, I thought I

Prop game

=

eriously

could give it a shot,” says Khanna who ap-
plied for the intensive, 20-week training
programme that cost around ¥4 lakh.
“We were taught to look at intimacy coor-
dination through different lenses as well
as basics like how to navigate a film set,
how to read a contract, the different pro-
tocols and processes,” says the artiste, ex-
plaining that she also learnt about scenes
that can be categorised as intimate, how
to break them down, etc. The course
called for a deep dive into gender, sexual-
ity and diversity, says Khanna. “There is
training in inclusion, sexual harassment
and conflict resolution. We were taught
mental first aid for minors and adults,
medical first aid, advocacy and how to

The tools of her trade feature barriers, like an L Guard, the cup
used by cricketers to protect the crotch. "Since it is a hard-case
silicone, any form of arousal non-concordance that happens on
sets, can be prevented. It can be a Pilates ball like this," Khanna
says, brandishing a nine-inch ball. "I inflate it a little bit and
place it between the performers but it also gives enough
flexibility to create a thrusting movement. There are other
kinds of barriers like a silicone posterior, modesty garments
and pasties for breasts. Pasties are available for different skin
tones including green for post-production, if the actress is
okay with side nudity but not full frontal.”
Khanna tells me that no company in India specifically does
intimacy or modesty garments. "Some things you can get
at high end lingerie stores but the sizes and skin tone
don't match. | take samples and get them made myself.
Others like the L guard or pilates ball, | buy online."

have non-violent communication.” While
cannot talk about the shows she has
worked on (as they are still in produc-
tion), Khanna reveals that she’s “worked
with a few studios, with Netflix on a cou-
ple of shows and Dharmatic on a feature
and a show. I am looking forward to work-
ing with Amazon Prime.”

Choreographing moves
Internationally, parallels are drawn bet-
ween an intimacy coordinator and an ac-
tion director.

“They do that because the pay is the
same and so is the concept. An action di-
rector ensures the physical safety of the
artist, while an intimacy coordinator
looks out for the physical and mental sa-
fety.” The money, however, is not great.
“We are working on it. I have founded a
collective of intimacy professionals in In-
dia. We are launching a website that is go-
ing to have guidelines and workshops,”
says Khanna, who likes to compare her
role to that of a choreographer. “The cho-
reographer executes the director’s vision,
doing a beat-by-beat breakdown of steps,
expressions and emotions. A choreogra-
pher also liaises with different depart-
ments to ensure the right costume and
make-up is used.”

In a dance rehearsal, she says, the per-
former is not in costume, and similarly,
no one is taking their clothes off in an in-
timacy rehearsal.

“It is a dry run to figure out positions.
Just as a choreographer understands the
strengths of the performer, an intimacy
coordinator should know what the actors
are comfortable with and design the
scene around that,” says Khanna.

Unlike a choreographer, however, an
intimacy coordinator usually does not de-
sign an intimate scene. “If they want to
show heterosexual oral sex, it would be
written from the perspective of where the
lens and camera are going to be. It will
not be from the perspective of what my
feet or hands are doing or how I am lying
down. That is when I come in and have a
conversation with the director to create a
storyboard,” says Khanna, adding, “I do
not always choreograph the scene but I
do need to know what the choreography
will be so that I can liaise with the diffe-
rent departments to make sure that the
safety gear and costumes are correct.
Last minute changes on set become very
difficult to handle.”

A ND-NDE
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G7 to pledge 1 bn vaccine shots for world

U.S. President Biden commits 500 mn doses while British PM Johnson commits another 100 mn

ASSOCIATED PRESS
CARBIS BAY

British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson greeted world lead-
ers at the Group of Seven
(G7) summit on Friday, offer-
ing elbow bumps to dignitar-
ies gathered for the first time
since the onset of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

The virus was set to domi-
nate their discussions, with
leaders of the wealthy de-
mocracies’ club are set to
commit to sharing at least 1
billion vaccine shots with
struggling countries.

A commitment from U.S.
President Joe Biden to share
500 million doses and one
from Mr. Johnson for anoth-
er 100 million shots set the
stage for the G7 meeting in
southwest England, where
leaders will pivot Friday
from their “family photo” by
the seaside directly into a
session on “Building Back
Better From COVID-19.”

“We’re going to help lead

Talks begin: G7 leaders meeting at the Carbis Bay Hotel in
Cornwall, England, on Friday. =ar

the world out of this pan-
demic working alongside our
global partners,” Mr. Biden
said. The G7 also includes
Canada, France, Germany,
Italy and Japan.

The leaders hope the
meeting in the resort of Car-
bis Bay will also energise the
global economy. Despite the
moody skies, the group
walked away their photo as
cheerful as children who had

just built a sand castle. Led
by Mr. Johnson, French Pre-
sident Emmanuel Macron
threw his arm around Mr. Bi-
den’s shoulder. Talks were
animated, but inaudible.

Global minimum tax

On Friday, they are set to for-
mally embrace a global mini-
mum tax of at least 15% on
multinational corporations,
following an agreement

reached a week ago by their
Finance Ministers. The mini-
mum is meant to stop com-
panies from using tax havens
to shift profits and to avoid
taxes.

It represents a potential
win for the Biden adminis-
tration, which has proposed
a global minimum tax as a
way to pay for infrastructure
projects, in addition to creat-
ing an alternative that could
remove some European
countries’ digital services
taxes that largely hit U.S.
tech firms. But the endorse-
ment from the G7 is just one
step in the process; the hope
is to get many more coun-
tries to sign on — a fraught
proposal in nations whose
economies are based on at-
tracting business with low
corporate taxes.

For Mr. Johnson, the first
G7 summit in two years —
last year’s was scuttled by
the pandemic — is a chance
to set out his vision of a post-

Brexit “Global Britain” as a
midsized country with an
outsized role in international
problem-solving.

It’s also an opportunity to
underscore the U.K-U.S.
bond, an alliance often
called the “special relation-
ship” — but that Mr. Johnson
said he prefers to call the “in-
destructible relationship.”

Climate change is also a
top issue on the agenda, and
hundreds of protesters gath-
ered in Cornwall to urge the
leaders to take action. De-
monstrators deployed a
barge off the coast with two
large inflatable figures dep-
icting Mr. Biden and Mr.
Johnson on board. At anoth-
er protest, demonstrators
carried flags that read “G7
drowning in promises” and
“Action not words.”

The official summit busi-
ness kicked off on Friday,
with the customary formal
greeting and a socially dis-
tanced group photo.

Johnson hails UK’s ‘indestructible’ ties with U.S.

He plays down Biden’s concerns over British attempt to reverse the ‘Northern Ireland Protocol

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson hailed the U.K.-U.S.
relationship as “indestructi-
ble” after his first meeting
with President Joe Biden
ahead of the G7 leaders’
summit on Friday.

“It’s a relationship, you
can call it the ‘deep and mea-
ningful relationship’, wha-
tever you want, the ‘indes-

tructible relationship’,” Mr.
Johnson said.

“It’s a relationship that
has endured for a very long
time, and has been an impor-
tant part of peace and pros-
perity both in Europe and
around the world.”

During their meeting on
Thursday, the two leaders
discussed “about 25 subjects
in some detail”, including
the Brexit-induced disrup-

Netanyahu lashes
out at opponents

He accuses them of betraying voters

ASSOCIATED PRESS
JERUSALEM

r In what appear to be the fi-
nal days of his historic 12-
year rule, Israeli Prime Mi-
nister Benjamin Netanyahu
is not leaving the political
stage quietly.

The longtime leader is ac-
cusing his opponents of be-
traying their voters, and
some have needed special
security protection.

Mr. Netanyahu says he is
the victim of a “deep state”
conspiracy. “They are
uprooting the good and re-
placing it with the bad and
dangerous,” Mr. Netanyahu
told Channel 20 TV station
this week. “Ifear for the des-
tiny of the nation.”

Mr. Netanyahu and his
loyalists are making a final
desperate push to try to pre-
vent a new government

Benjamin Netanyahu

from taking office on Sun-
day. With his options run-
ning out, it has also provid-
ed a preview of Mr.
Netanyahu as opposition
leader.

“We are witnesses to the
greatest election fraud in
the history of the country,”
he claimed at a Likud meet-
ing this week. He has long
dismissed the corruption
trial as a “witch hunt”
fuelled by “fake news”.

tion in Northern Ireland, he
said.

Mr. Johnson played down
the displeasure of Mr. Biden,
who is proud of his Irish ori-
gins, over London’s attempts
to reverse the “Northern Ire-
land Protocol”, which seeks
to avoid the return of a bor-
der with EU member Ireland
but which has disrupted
trade between Britain and
Northern Ireland.

UAE working
on Guptas’
extradition

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PRETORIA

South Africa said on Friday
it was on the cusp of finalis-
ing an extradition treaty
with the UAE, where three
brothers accused of graft
under former President Ja-
cob Zuma are suspected to
be living.

Justice Minister Ronald
Lamola told an online
news briefing that ratifica-
tion of the deal will be fi-
nalised on July 10 and take
effect a month after.

The Indian-born trio —
Ajay, Atul and Rajesh Gup-
ta — were at the centre of a
corruption scandal that
stained Mr. Zuma’s nine-
year tenure.

They won lucrative con-
tracts with state companies
and were allegedly even al-
lowed to choose Cabinet
Ministers. They fled South
Africa shortly thereafter.

“Everybody has a massive
interest in making sure that
we keep the essential symm-
etry of the Good Friday
Agreement,” which ended
three decades of conflict in
the British-ruled province.

In his meeting with Mr. Bi-
den, Mr. Johnson said he also
raised the case of British
teenager Harry Dunn, who
was killed in a road accident
caused by the wife of an

American diplomat. She fled
the country, claiming diplo-
matic immunity.

Mr. Biden was “actively
engaged in the case”, Mr.
Johnson said.

“As you know, he has his
own personal reasons for
feeling very deeply about the
issue,” he said, referring to
Mr. Biden losing his first wife
and one-year-old daughter in
a car accident in 1972.

Myanmar violence escalating,
creating rights catastrophe: UN

At least 860 civilians killed, says rights office, citing reports

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
GENEVA

The UN rights chief said on
Friday that violence was es-
calating across Myanmar,
warning that the country
had plunged into a “human
rights catastrophe” since the
February 1 coup.

Pointing to reported mili-
tary build-up in several re-
gions of the country, UN
High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights Michelle Bache-
let called for a halt to the al-
ready spiralling violence to
avert even greater loss of life
and a deepening humanitar-
ian emergency.

“In just over four months,
Myanmar has gone from be-
ing a fragile democracy to a
human rights catastrophe,”
she said in a statement, ad-
ding that the military leader-
ship was “singularly respon-
sible” for the crisis.

Michelle Bachelet

The country has been in
turmoil since the generals
ousted civilian leader Aung
San Suu Kyi on February 1.

The UN rights office point-
ed on Friday to credible re-
ports showing that at least
860 civilians had been killed
in a brutal crackdown by se-
curity forces on near-daily
protests against the coup.

Fighting has flared in sev-
eral communities -- especial-

Russia to supply hi-tech
satellite to Iran: report

It will allow monitoring of West Asia

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

Russia is set to deliver an ad-
vanced satellite system to
Iran that will vastly improve
its spying capabilities, ac-
cording to a U.S. media
report.

Moscow is preparing to
give Iran a Kanopus-V satel-
lite with a high-resolution
camera, the Washington

Post reported on Thursday.

It will allow the Islamic
republic to monitor facilities
of its adversaries across the
West Asia, the newspaper
said, citing current and
former U.S. and West Asian
officials.

The satellite would be
launched in Russia and con-
tain Russian-made hard-
ware, according to officials.

China-Sri Lanka Friendship Hospital opened

Built with a Chinese grant of $60 mn, it specialises in kidney ailments

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO

President Gotabaya Rajapak-
sa on Friday inaugurated the
China-Sri Lanka Friendship
Hospital in Polonnaruwa,
built with a Chinese grant of
$60 million.

The hospital, located in
Sri Lanka’s North Central
Province, will specialise in
treating kidney ailments, a
widely prevalent and recur-
ring concern in the region,
especially among farmers.

For years now, residents
of this agriculture-intensive
area have been frequently
diagnosed with a kidney dis-
order that the country’s
medical experts have identi-
fied as Chronic Kidney Dis-
ease of Unknown Etiology
(CKDu), a condition for
which causal factors remain
unknown.

Following a request from
former President Maithripa-
la Sirisena during his time in

Health diplomacy: The China-Sri Lanka Friendship Hospital in

Polonnaruwa.

office — he is from and cur-
rently represents Polonnaru-
wa in Parliament — the Chi-
nese government provided
the grant. The facility was
built within 30 months, a
press release from the Presi-
dent’s office said.

The hospital, said to be
one of the largest in South
Asia for nephrology care,
with a capacity of 200 beds,
follows China’s earlier grant

= CHINESE EMBASSY/TWITTER

projects in Sri Lanka, also
built as large public spaces,
such as the well-known Ban-
daranaike Memorial Interna-
tional Conference Hall in Co-
lombo, that Beijing gifted in
the 1970s, and the Nelum Po-
kuna Mahinda Rajapaksa
Threate, that China funded
during former President Ma-
hinda Rajapaksa’s time in of-
fice.

In addition to sanctioning

loans and a currency swap
facility worth more than $2
billion since the pandemic
struck last year, China also
announced $90 million
grant to Sri Lanka in October
last year, following a request
from President Gotabaya Ra-
japaksa, when a high-po-
wered Chinese delegation vi-
sited the island nation.

Meanwhile, the Jaffna Cul-
tural Centre, built with In-
dian assistance of $11.5 mil-
lion, whose construction
was completed a year ago,
awaits inauguration as auth-
orities “iron out” issues over
the administrative set up to
the run the Centre. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
speaking in February at an
election rally in Chennai,
ahead of the Tamil Nadu As-
sembly polls, said he hoped
to open the Centre in Jaffna
“soon”. India’s grant assis-
tance to Sri Lanka totals
about $570 million.

ly in townships that have
seen a high death toll at the
hands of police -- and some
locals have formed “defence
forces”.

Ms. Bachelet pointed to
intensifying violence in ma-
ny parts of Myanmar, includ-
ing Kayah State, Chin State
and Kachin State.

Human shields

“State security forces have
continued to use heavy wea-
ponry, including air strikes,
against armed groups and
against civilians and civilian
objects, including Christian
churches,” she said.

She pointed to “credible
reports” that security forces
have used civilians as human
shields, shelled civilian
homes and churches, and
blocked humanitarian ac-
cess, including by attacking
aid workers.

ELSEWHERE

Hong Kong can ban films
over national security
HONG KONG

Hong Kong censors now have
the power to ban films that
endanger national security,
prompting concerns that
freedom of expression is
being further curtailed in the
city. Censors have the power
to ban films from exhibition
to "prevent or suppress any
act or activity endangering
national security,” the
government said in a
statement. ap

U.K. says Delta variant
60% more transmissible
LONDON

The British government said
on Friday that the new Delta
coronavirus variant is 60%
more transmissible in
households than the Alpha
variant first identified in
southeast England. New
research from Public Health
England “suggests that the
Delta variant is associated
with an approximately 60%
increased risk of household
transmission”. ap

U.S. Senators say

they reached infra deal
WASHINGTON

A bipartisan group of 10 U.S.
Senators said on Thursday
they have reached a tentative
agreement on a “realistic”
infrastructure plan, days after
talks between President Joe
Biden and Republican
lawmakers collapsed. The
deal, considerably less
ambitious than Mr. Biden's
$2.3 trillion American Jobs
Plan, would amount to “$1.2
trillion over eight years". arp

No vaccine, no
phone service
in Pakistan

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LAHORE

A Pakistan province said
on Friday it will block the
mobile phones of people
refusing to get COVID-19
jabs, in the latest move to
penalise the unvaccinated
in a country where only a
fraction of the population
have been inoculated.

It comes after Sindh pro-
vince said civil servants
who refuse to be vaccinat-
ed will not be paid from
July.

A third wave of infec-
tions has begun to stabilise
in Pakistan after weeks of
tough restrictions, and in
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| Telangana State Industrial Infrastructure Corporation Limited @
24 TELANGANA SPECIAL FOOD PROCESSING ZONES (TSFPZs)

No.1

Expression of Interest (EOI)

dt: 11-06-2021

Telangana State Industrial Infrastructure Corporation Limited (TSIIC), the Nodal Agency of Government of
Telangana (GoTS) for establishment of Telangana Special Food Processing Zones (TSFPZs) across the state, invites
Expression of Interest (EOI) from prospective investors in food processing sector. for setting up of the manufacturing /

rocessing units like Paddy/Rice mills, Pulses. Oil Seeds, Spices. Fruits & Vegetables etc.. in TSFPZs at various districts
of the State. The EOI details can be downloaded from the website www.tsiic.tel

gov.in from June 11th, 2021

The EOI can be submitted online at www.tsiic.telangana.gov.in
from June 15th, 2021. Last date for submissi

of EOI : June 30th, 2021, 17.00 Hrs (IST)

Sd/- Vice Chairman & Managing Director
Telangana State Industrial Infrastructure Corporation Ltd (TSIIC)
“Parisharama Bhavan”, 6th Floor, 5-9-558/B, Basheerbagh, Fateh Maidan Road, Hyderabad-500004, Telangana, India.
Contact No. +917729983215 Email: gm-am-ho-iic@telangana.gov.in
DIPR R.0.No.12773-PP/CL/ADVT/1/2021-22 Dt. 11.06.2021

Rc. No.127/2020

GIRIJAN COOPERATIVE CORPORATION LIMITED

opp.-Vuda Park, East Point Colony, Visakhapatnam-530017
E-mail:gmrmdgcc1@gmail.com/apgirijan1956@gmail.com

E-TENDER NOTICE
e- Tenders are invited through MSTC from reputed, experienced & registered
agencies who are dealing with FMCG products for Appointment of (1) C& F
Agency for sale of GCC branded products in each state of Karnataka, Tamilnadu
& Telangana (2) Super Distributor in each District of AP (3) Sale of GCC
Products through e-commerce agency (4) Agency for Institutional Sale of

Dt.11-06-2021

Odlsha State Medical Corporation Limited (OSMC)

In front of Ram Mandir, Convent Square, Unit-lll,
Bhubaneswar-751 007

Tel.:(0674) 2380608; Website: www.osmcl.nic.in
Email:

Assuring Quahty, Saving Lives

Notification No. 5924/EQP-OSMCL/2021
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER FOR SUPPLY, INSTALLATION &

CONMMISSIONING OF EXTRA CORPOREAL MEMBRANE OXYGENATION
(ECMO) MACHINE AT CTVS DEPARTMENT OF SCBMCH-CUTTACK

proc.osmcl.od@nic.in

Online Bids through e-Tender portal (https://tendersodisha.gov.in)
are invited from eligible bidders for supply, installation & commissioning
of ECMO Machine as per the particulars mentioned below:

Date :

10.06.2021

Sl.| Bid Reference
No.

Item Name

Bid Document
Cost inclusive

of GST (Rs.)

-

.| OSMCL/2021-22/
EQP-ECMO/04

“Supply, Installation & Commissioning
of ECMO machine at CTVS Department

of SCBMCH-Cuttack”

Assuring Quahty, Saving Lives
Notification No. 5918/EQP-OSMCL/2021

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER FOR SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF LIQUID
MEDICAL OXYGEN (LMO) STORAGE VESSEL SYSTEM AND SUPPLY OF

Odisha State Medical Corporation Limited (OSMC)

In front of Ram Mandir, Convent Square, Unit-lll,
Bhubaneswar - 751 007

Tel.:(0674) 2380608; Website: www.osmcl.nic.in
proc.osmcl.od@nic.in

Email:

Online Bids through e-Tender portal (https://tendersodisha.gov.in) are invited
from eligible bidders for supply and installation of Liquid Medical Oxygen
(LMO) storage vessel system and supply of Liquid Medical Oxygen on
rate contract basis to different health institutions as per the particulars
mentioned below:

Date : 10.06.2021

LIQUID MEDICAL OXYGEN ON RATE CONTRACT BASIS TO
DIFFERENT HEALTH INSTITUTIONS

5,600/- Sl.

Bid Reference
No.

Item Name

1.| OSMCL/2021-22/

SUPPLY & INSTALLATION OF LIQUID MEDICAL

GCC branded products. The interested agencies have to upload Technical & EQP-LMO/03 OXYGEN (LMO) STORAGE VESSEL SYSTEM AND
Financial Bids in prescribed formats through www.mstcecommerce.com. SI. Particulars Date and time
For details, please visit the GCC website: https://www.apgirijan.com. The No SUPPLY OF LIQUID MEDICAL OXYGEN ON RATE
last date for uploading the Technical & Financial Bids by agencies is up to - CONTRACT BASIS TO DIFFERENT HEALTH
5.00 P.M on 03.07.2021.. Sd/- VC & Managing Director 1. | Date & time of release of bid 10.06.2021, 6 PM INSTITUTIONS
2. | Date & time of Pre-bid meeting 16.06.2021, 3 AM " Particul D .
Venue : Conference Hall, f‘ . articulars ate and time
0.

WN{{IgA TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED

Odisha State Medical Corporation Ltd.,

Punjab - the country’s Kagithapuram - 639 136. KARUR Dist. Tamil Nadu In front of Ram Mandir, 1.| Date & time of release of bid 10.06.2021, 5 PM

mqst populous provinge Ph.: 0432;[:;103:rs:f\z:::;:&:qz);@%;1-:5:;7.;‘025 & 276368 Convent Square, Unit-lll, Bhubaneswar 5 | Date & time of Online bid| Start Date & Time End Date & Time
which includes the megaci- NOTICE INVITING TENDER 3.|Date & time of Online bid | StartDate & Time | End Date & Time submission 11.06.2021, 1AM | 01.07.2021, 5 PM
;Zb(;fhlihs(l);ae_ddemand for TNPL Invites Tender for the following submission 17.06.2021,11AM_| 01.07.2021, 5 PM 3. | Date & time of online Technical Bid 02.07.2021, 11 AM

. - — : ; : ) Openin ’

“At first this was only a Tender No Material Description D‘[‘eeng::‘e Mzgggrof 4, 8§Len$]gtlme of online Technical Bid 02.07.2021, 11 AM , the O?O P —— — - p—
proposal, but peoplg have 212213001257 | Procurement of Sodium Sulphate | 24.06.2021 Te:gzt'ig;‘m 5. | Date of opening of Price Bid To be informed to the technically qualified : pening © 2 normed To e quaThied biaders
been very hesitant in get- - Tender cum bidders The bid document with all information relating to the bidding process including
ting vaccinated so the deci- 212213001263 Procurement of Caustic Soda Lye | 09.07.2021) g o4ign The bid document with all information relatin iddi includi Prequalification criteria and terms & conditions are available in the websites:

. . g to the bidding process including q

sion was made,” said Ham- 212213001258 | Procurement of Hydrogen 02.07.2021| Tender cum Prequalification criteria and terms & conditions are available in the websites: www.osmcl.nic.in and https://tendersodisha.gov.in . OSMCL reserves the

mad Raza, spokesman for Peroxide 50% : Auction www.osmcl.nic.in and https://tendersodisha.gov.in . OSMCL reserves the right to reject or modify any conditions of the tender or cancel the tender or

the Punjab Primary Health 212213001259 E;‘Z’%ﬁ'}‘;’;‘s&d Sodium 26.06.2021 Te:gz:ig:l‘m right to reject or modify any conditions of the tender or cancel the tender or cancel the issued purchase order at any stage without assigning any reason

department. He said the Dotailed terms and conditions, Specifications, Quantity, Tender fee, EMD oo cancel the issued purchase order at any stage without assigning any reason thereof. Sd/-

state telecoms agency will are available in the tender Document at websites : www.tnpl.com / thereof. Sd/- Managing Director,

decide how to implement www.tenders.tn.gov.in. CAD426 Managing Director, OSMCL CADA2S OSMC Ltd., Odisha

the measure. DIPR/1735/Tender/2021 TNPL - Maker of bagasse based eco-friendly Paper = OIPR-10112/11/0024/2122 u OIPR-10112/11/0023/2122 o
C% ) .o ) A ND-NDE
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MARKET WATCH

Review GST sop’s timing, urges industry

GST Council set to decide on rate cuts for crucial COVID-19 related vaccines, medicines, equipment

While the GST Council meets
on Saturday to discuss tax
cuts on critical COVID-19 re-
lated material including vac-
cines, medicines and equip-
ment, industry donors are
urging a rethink on the tim-
ing for the applicability of
the Integrated GST (IGST) ex-
emption announced on im-
ported relief supplies after
the council’s last meeting.

At its May 28 meeting, the
Council had decided to ex-
tend the IGST exemption
granted on relief material re-
ceived free from abroad as
donations to State-approved
entities, effective since May
3, to those wanting to make
such donations after pur-
chasing the material over-

The May 31 notification on
the grant of this waiver was,

Hasten vehicle scrapping,

For parity: Industry wants retrospective applicability of IGST
waiver on material imported to donate. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

however, prospective and
tax experts said a judicial in-
tervention may be required
to make it applicable on im-
ports made earlier amid the
surging second wave.
Several firms including
MNCs had imported oxygen

says FM Sitharaman

Departments told to front-load capex

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Finance and Corporate Af-
fairs Minister Nirmala Sitha-
raman has called for exped-
iting the implementation of
the vehicle scrappage policy

11-06-2021 % CHANGE
Sensex 52,475 033
US Dollar 73.07 0.00
Gold 48,530 0.84
Brent oil 72.73 0.47
VIKAS DHOOT

PRICE CHANGE NEW DELHI

Adani Ports 839.75 -7.00
Asian Paints 2956.25 5.65
Axis Bank 738.45 -5.80
Bajaj Auto 4172.50 -7.40
Bajaj Finserv 11907.50......-85.60
Bajaj Finance 6120.00....... 33.60
Bharti Airtel 540.85 -4.30
BPCL 483.60. 0.05
Britannia Ind 3557.90.....-18.40
Cipla 967.85 -6.35
Coal India 162.65 6.15
Divis Lab 4334.50......-38.05
Dr Reddys Lab 5453.00.....160.95
Eicher Motors 2746.40 41.35
Grasim Ind 1490.60. -1.90
HCL Tech 983.35......14.80
HDFC 2559.80 -2.10
HDFC Bank 1486.35 5.30
HDFC Life 682.60 -6.65
Hero MotoCorp 3004.35 -4.65
Hindalco 393.15 7.75
Hind Unilever 2366.50.....-12.30
ICICI Bank 635.70 -4.70
Indusind Bank 1015.10 -9.25
Infosys 1446.90 22.60
Indian OilCorp 115.10 -0.85
ITC 207.90 -1.40
JSW Steel 731.20 25.40
Kotak Bank 1794.35....-5.20 seas.
L&T 1503.45.....-16.25
M&M 809.00 2.05
Maruti Suzuki 7223.80.......23.90
Nestle India Ltd. ... 17536.40.....-19.70
NTPC 118.80 0.30
ONGC 123.55 -0.40
PowerGrid Corp 246.30 4.65
Reliance Ind 2213.15 30.15
SBI Life 988.10 -9.45
State Bank 429.60 -2.65
Shree Cement 28056.00... -169.80
Sun Pharma 681.30 5.25
Tata  Consumer
Products Ltd. 715.40 7.70
Tata Motors 350.75 6.00
Tata Steel 1158.35......43.90
TCS 3273.80... 57.00 NEW DELHI
Tech Mahindra 1073.00 8.10
Titan 1728.45......-10.20
UltraTech Cement.....6662.85......-46.80
UPL 835.15 -3.55
Wipro 554.30 0.05

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on June 11

and improving data as well
as road connectivity in hilly
regions and aspirational dis-

Highways

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL :
tricts of the country.
US Dollar 72.87.....73.19 At a review meeting with
Euro 88.44. . 88.83 the Departments of Tele-
British Pound 10315 103.60 com and Atomic Energy and
the Ministry of Road Tran-
Japanese Yen (100) .. 66.53....66.82
sport  and
Chinese Yuan 11.40......11.45 (MORTH), Ms. Sitharaman
Swiss Franc 81.24 8161 said that enhanced capital
Singapore Dollar 55.03...55.28 eXP_endlture .WOUId. play a
critical role in revitalising
Canadian Dollar 60.18.......60.45
the economy post-pandem-
Malaysian Ringitt 17.73....17.81

Source:Indian Bank

ic and encouraged them to
front-load such spending.

Nirmala Sitharaman

While the Budget had a
capital outlay of ¥5.54 lakh
crore, the Minister said
PSUs need to complement
the capex efforts and minis-
tries must tap innovating
funding methods for new
projects. Ms. Sitharaman al-
so sought early clearance of
pending dues to MSMEs.

equipment and other sup-
plies urgently for donations
to State governments, dom-
estic charities and hospitals.

“The date of applicability
for the reduced rate will re-
main a subject matter of de-
bate and judicial interven-

tion may be required,” said
Abhishek A Rastogi, partner
at Khaitan & Co.

The Delhi High Court has
taken up a petition challeng-
ing the Centre’s exclusion of
such imports from the ‘ad
hoc’ GST exemption for CO-
VID-19 relief material re-
ceived from abroad.

Gujarat and Haryana had
introduced schemes to reim-
burse the IGST paid by dom-
estic entities importing ma-
terial for free donation in
their jurisdictions.

‘Prepared for third wave’
Regulatory experts said en-
suring parity on the IGST
waiver would help India pre-
pare better for a possible
third wave, by freeing up re-
sources used in GST levies
for fresh donations.
“Extending exemptions
from May 3 would indeed be

beneficial, as the duties al-
ready paid by the corporates
on such imports would be a
cost to the companies, and
this would bring parity with
imports received free of
cost,” said Mahesh Jaising,
Deloitte India partner.

“Industry hopes for a clar-
ification on spends on CO-
VID material clarifying eligi-
bility of GST input credit,
where the material has been
used for donations or CSR
purposes or used for their
employees,” he added.

Mr. Jaising also called for a
more dynamic approach to
tax exemptions on COVID re-
lief material as the require-
ments may keep changing.

The list of “relief material
may therefore be updated
real-time or kept open end-
ed, to ensure better prepara-
tion during these challeng-
ing times,” he suggested.

Finance Ministry tightens belt

Tells Ministries to cut ‘controllable” expenditure by 20%

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Finance Ministry has
told ministries to slash ‘con-
trollable’ spending by 20%
and drop other wasteful ex-
penditure, introducing fresh
austerity steps amid con-
cerns with breaching the fis-
cal deficit target for the year
following the second CO-
VID-19 wave.

Expenditure related to
containment of COVID-19 is
excluded from the scope of
this order. A suggestive list
of object heads of controlla-
ble expenditure has been
shared, that includes adver-
tising and publicity, foreign
and domestic travel, office
and administrative expenses
and overtime allowance.

“The government has de-
cided that all ministries take

c) The fresh austerity

steps come amid
concerns of fiscal
deficit breaching
the target for FY22

steps to curb wasteful ex-
penditure and aim for a 20%
reduction in controllable ex-
penditure,” the Department
of Expenditure wrote in a
memo, approved by Finance
Secretary T.V. Somanathan,
to all ministries.

Base year
Urging departments to take
steps to curtail all avoidable
non-scheme expenditure,
the memo has told them to
take the expenditure in-
curred in 2019-20 as the base
for this purpose.

The Expenditure Depart-
ment has been directed to

review the progress in the
matter. The other items
where spending may be con-
trolled are general grants-in-
aid, royalty payments, publi-
cations, rents and taxes, ra-
tion costs, clothing and
tentage, minor works and
maintenance.

Separately,  ministries
have also been told to expe-
dite appraisals and clearanc-
es for schemes in their do-
mains that need to be
extended beyond March this
year. Ministries that are yet
to seek the requisite expen-
diture clearances have been
given till July to do so, in or-
der to secure funds.

“No further extension to
ongoing schemes and re-
lease of funds will be al-
lowed,” said the Expendi-
ture Department.

edged up 0.08%

in April from same
month in 2019

Output contracted from March’s level

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

India’s April industrial out-
put edged up 0.08%, from
the level recorded during
the same month in 2019, in-
dex of industrial production
(IIP) data released by the Na-
tional Statistical Office on
Friday showed.

The IIP data was not com-
parable with the year-ear-
lier figures as ‘a majority of
the establishments did not
operate in April 2020’ as a
result of the nationwide
lockdown imposed to curb
the spread of COVID-19 in-
fections, the NSO observed.

The manufacturing sec-
tor, hit hardest by last year’s
national lockdown, posted a
0.9% decline when com-
pared with April 2019.

Economists said the IIP
data needed to be seen in
perspective, given the im-
pact of the second wave.

Sequential contraction
On a sequential, month-on-
month basis, April’s IIP con-
tracted more than 12%, re-
flecting a hit on production
activity as major industrial
hubs like Maharashtra and
Delhi led the localised lock-
downs, said Madhavi Arora,
lead economist at Emkay
Global Financial Services.
Maharashtra has an 18%
share in India’s manufactur-
ing Gross Value Added
(GVA), she pointed out.
“Last year, output had
come to a standstill in most
sectors,” said Madan Sabna-
vis, chief economist at CARE
Ratings. “Therefore, the
growth numbers for April...
need to be ignored. A simi-
lar situation would arise in
May too and it would be on-
ly from June that there could

N e T

be reasonable numbers
forthcoming,” he added.

PMI, e-way bills

“It would be better to track
PMI, e-way bills and GST col-
lections to get a fair assess-
ment of activity in the indus-
trial sectors,” Mr. Sabnavis
suggested.

Electricity output was
6.81% higher than the pre-
COVID-19 levels of April
2019. Similarly, mining out-
put was 0.2% higher than
the same month in 2019.

ICRA chief economist Ad-
iti Nayar said that capital
goods and consumer dura-
bles output trailed the April
2019 levels by 14.3% and
11.6%, respectively, which
suggests that the widening
State-wise restrictions that
were imposed during the
month impacted produc-
tion amid a weakening out-
look for investment activity
and consumption.

“Manufacturing moderat-
ed by 12.6% in April from the
previous month, narrower
than the slippage of 17.5% in
the GST e-way bills generat-
ed over the same time pe-
riod,” Ms. Nayar said. “This
suggests that inventories
may have built up, with dis-
patches being limited by the
second COVID surge that
was underway in April,” the
economist added.

Tata Motors’ former design
head Bose joins Mahindra

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Mahindra Group has announced the appoint-
ment of Pratap Bose, previously the design
head of Tata Motors, as the executive vice presi-
dent and chief design officer to lead its newly
formed Global Design organisation.

The Global Design organisation would com-
prise the recently announced Mahindra Ad-
vanced Design Europe (M.A.D.E), which is be-
ing set up in Coventry in the West Midlands,
U.K., and the existing Mahindra India Design
Studio (M.L.D.S). The Global Design organisa-
tion would harness world-class talent pool and
expand its global technology footprint, Mahin-
dra Group said.

In this role, Mr. Bose would be responsible
for both M.A.D.E and M.1.D.S and would over-
see the design of all key business segments
such as SUVs including Born Electric Vehicle
(BEV), LCV products (under 3.5 T), Last Mile
Mobility (LMM), Large CVs, Peugeot Scooters
(France) and Tractors & Farm Machines.

He will report to Rajesh Jejurikar, executive
director, Auto and Farm Sectors, Mahindra and
Mahindra Ltd.

Mr. Bose had earlier worked with Piaggio,
Italy, and Daimler Chrysler, Japan.

CG Power turns X674-crore
net, to incur 135-r. capex

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

CG Power and Industrial Solutions, which was
acquired by Tube Investments of India in No-
vember last year, has returned to black by re-
porting a standalone net profit of ¥674 crore for
the quarter ended March.

The company had reported a net loss of ¥184
crore during the corresponding year-earlier pe-
riod. Revenue from operations more than dou-
bled to 1,022 crore from 3465 crore.

There has been a complete rebound in ma-
nufacturing and sales of all the divisions, CG
Power said.

Margins were impacted due to a steep in-
crease in material costs (impact at 5% of sales)
as the company could not procure or cover
these items earlier due to financial difficulties.
Other expenses were higher with ¥46 crore in-
curred in expenses relating to legacy issues.
But for the above, the profit before taxes would
have been higher, CG Power said.

On Friday, the board approved capital ex-
penditure of T135 crore for the current financial
year. This would be spent on balancing, de-bot-
tlenecking and modernising facilities at plants
to improve production and productivity, and
will be financed from internal resources. Bar-
ring four wholly owned subsidiaries operating
in Sweden, Germany, Netherlands and the U.S.,
the rest are either being closed or in the pro-
cess of being wound up, the company said.
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Letter No. 136/Nivida Prakashan/2021

MALABAR CEMENTS LIMITED
(A Government of Kerala Undertaking) An 150 9001 :2015, 14001:2015 Company
Walayar Post, Palakkad-678624-Kerala
Email : materials@malabarcements.com/ bulkmcl@gmail.com

TENDER NOTICE
Visit www.etenders.kerala.gov.in for Online Submission of Bids for:
Supply of 2000 MT Wet Fly Ash on for Walayar basis
Construction of additional room, Roof concreting and modification of B type quarters (B6 & B7 block)
Supply of 70000 MT Cement grade Limestone to Malabar Cements Ltd, Walayar on for Walayar basis.
Stock transfer of 40000 MT of Clinker from MCL works at Walayar to MCL Cement Grinding Unit at Pallipuram,
Cherthala, Alappuzha District.
+ Supply of Hardwood Railway Sleepers * Supply of Immersion Pipe for Preheater Cyclone.
+ Supply, Erection and Commissioning of Solid Flo Feeder 120 TPH
+  Supply of Refractory Bricks for Rotary Kiln.

Sd/- MANAGING DIRECTOR

Advertisement No. Estt./2021/02
Closing date : 26.06.2021

CSIR-CBRI is intends to hire 3 Consultants rank of Level 11
Officer (As per 7th CPC) Diploma/Bachelor’s degree in Civil
Engineers having expertise in the area of preparation of bid
document, tendering process, construction supervision
institutional school/health building , reporting, monitoring
progress, preparation of project completion report proficiency in
State or Govt. of India projects on contract basis for a period of
One Year which may be extended till the duration of the project at
Kathmandu, Nepal on fixed remuneration of Rs. 50,000/- P.M.
(Emoluments will be paid in Indian Currency in India). For details
regarding eligibility criteria mode of interview and terms and
Conditions etc may please visit CBRI website http://cbri.res.in

Sr. Controller of Administration

“SARAS SANKUL” J. L.N. MARG, JAIPUR - 302017 Ph. No. 2702501-08 : Direct: 0141-2710209
Website : www.sarasmilkfed.rajasthan.gov.in E-Mail :pur-rcdf-ri@nic.in

No. RCDF/PurlF.(Pkg./CF Mat.)/2021/3610-52 Dated: 8th June, 2021
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS

Single Stage Two Parts unconditional online e-Tenders/e-Bids are invited by Rajasthan Co-
Operative Dairy Federation Ltd., Jaipur for the procurement of “Single Wall Corrugated Fibre Board
Boxes for 1 Litre Lined Carton for Ghee Packing (UBN No. CDF2122GLRC00244), 1 litre and %2
litre Laminated Monocartons for Ghee Packing (UBN No. CDF2122GLRC00245), Single Wall
Corrugated Fibre Board Trays for Packing eight cups of 200 gm Dahi (UBN No.
CDF2122GLRC00246), Corrugated Fibre Board Cartons (CFC) for Packing 15 kg. Ghee Tin (UBN
No. CDF2122GLRC00247), Single Wall Corrugated Fibre Board Boxes for 1 Litre Ghee Carton
Packing (10 Pouches of 1 Litre each in 1 CFC) and for %z Litre Ghee Carton Packing (20 Pouches
of %2 Litre each in 1 CFC) (UBN No. CDF2122GLRC00248), Shrikhand Cup with Lid and without
Lid for 100 gm and Shrikhand Cup 500 gm with Lid (UBN No. CDF2122GLRC00249), ISI Marked
Aluminium Milk Can of Cap. 40 litre with lid, Aluminium Milk Can Lid for 40 Litre Cap. Milk Cans
as per IS Specifications and Milk Cans (Aluminium Alloy) ISI Marked Cap. 40 litre with Lid under
buy back system (UBN No. CDF2122GLRC00250), PP Woven Sack (Tubular Type) White and Red
Pigmented Bag for packing Cattle Feed (UBN No. CDF2122GLRC00251)” from eligible bonafide
manufacturers or their authorized suppliers as per details givenin the respective bid document.

The Complete Bidding Documents can be visited and downloaded from our website
www.sarasmilkfed.rajasthan.gov.in, www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in.
E-Bids shall be submitted only on http:/feproc.rajasthan.gov.in.

Raj. Samwad/C/2056/2021-22 General Manager (Purchase)

Project Implementation Unit (Bridge, Irrigation & Slope)

Uttarakhand Disaster Recovery Project-Additional Financing (UDRP-AF)
Fourth Floor, DDPM Tower, Haridwar Bypass Road, Ajabpur Khurd,
Uttarakhand, Dehradun-248 001, E-mail: pwd.wh.uk@gmail.com

7Y Rajasthan Co-operative Dairy Federation Limited

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LTD.
Regd. Office:- PSEB H.O.Building, The Mall, Patiala
Corporate Identification Number (CIN): U40109PB2010SGC033813
Contact No. 96461-18773

TENDER ENQUIRY NO.: QQ-2316/PO-P

Chief Purchase Officer/MM, Central Purchase Organization, PSPCL, 2nd
floor, Multistory Building, The Mall, Patiala, invites E-Tender for Procurement
of 19,200 Nos. 10.97 Mtr. long PCC Poles having 363 kg working load (as
per REC design) against PSPCL Tender Enquiry QQ-2316/PO-P. For detailed
NIT & tender specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from
12.06.2021 onwards.

Note: Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

s

C -227/21 DPRPB 76155/12/308/2021/5279

DEFENCE INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY

(Deemed to be University Under Section 3 of UGC Act 1956) |-
Girinagar, Pune - 411 025, Tel. No. 020-24304425

M. TECH ADMISSION NOTICE-JULY-2021

Defence Institute of Advanced Technology is an autonomous Institution,
fully funded by the Department of Defence Research & Development,
Ministry of Defence, established with the objective of imparting Post
Graduate Education in Engineering and Applied Sciences on thrust area
relevant to Defence, Industries, R&D and to conduct research in the Core
areas of Defence Technologies.

DIAT invites applications for the M.TECH programme under AICTE
Scholarship Category, in Engineering and Applied Sciences Departments.
Details of Branches / Programmes and other terms and conditions are
available at www.diat.ac.in Aspiring candidates may apply online for
admission through CCMT 2021 portal.

In addition, DIAT invites applications for the M.TECH programmes under
sponsored / self-sponsored category (Tri services / DRDO / DPSU / OFB /
Industries / PSU) in Engineering and Applied Sciences Departments.
Details of Branches / Programmes, application forms and other terms and
conditions are available at website www.diat.ac.in

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
SHER-I-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES, SOURA SRINAGAR KASHMIR

Department Of Materials Management (imports Section)
E-mail: ammoimports@skims.ac.in, Fax No: 0194-2403404

EXTENSION

Second Extension to the eNIT No SIMS-324-eNIT 10
(Imports) of 2021 dated 22.04.2021, (Tender ID-
2021_SKIMS_122840_1 to 2021_SKIMS_122840_7)
regarding supply / installation & commissioning of various Bio
Medical Equipments for the department of Neurosurgery /
Cl.Hematology

The NIT is hereby extended as per following schedule:-

Subject:

Last Date of submission of online bids 24-06-2021 upto 2:00 PM

26-06-2021 at 12:30 PM

Date of opening of technical bids

Date:11
NOTICE FOR NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING

/06/2021

NAME OF PROJECT : Uttarakhand Disaster Recovery Project -Additional Financing (UDRP-AF)
Loan No. -89210-IN

The Government of India has received financing from the World Bank towards the cost of the UDRP-

Additional Financing and intends to apply part of the proceeds for following package of Protection Work.
Hence National Competitive Bidding are invited for the following Work and the bid document of which can
be downloaded from the website https://uktendres.gov.in . Bid must be submitted online on the website
https://uktendrs.gov.in on or before 12:00 PM, 15.07.2021. A complete set of bidding documents in
English may be downloaded by interested eligible bidders from the website https://uktenders.gov.in in
which will be available on the website form 15.06.2021 to 15.07.2021 and Specific Procurement Notice
(SPN) regarding the bid will be available at the website https://uktenders.gov.in from 15.06.2021 to

15.07.2021. Bids will be opened on 15.07.2021 at 3:00 PM.

Sl. [District Package Name of Estimated Bid Securing Period of Costof Bid

No. No. Work Cost Declaration Completion | Document

(In% Lakh) (in Months) (in%)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1. | Champawat| UDRP/AF/| Protectionwokof | 345.00 [ The bid securityis not 6 5000/-+
SL/07 Shri Purnagiri required to be submitted. GST

Temple &its The bidder has to submit (18%)
approachin bid securing declaration
district Champawat asperlTBclause 19

Note : 1. The corrigendum for the above works will be uploaded on website www.uktenders.gov.in
2. Email id: pwd.wb.uk@gmail.com / beudrpaf@gmail.com may be contacted for any information

or complaint related to the works under PIU (Slope, Bridge & Irrigation), UDRP-,

complaint/grievance may also be uploaded on the website www.ukdisasterrecovery.
Program

AF or the
in
Manager

Further amendments if any, shall be uploaded separately.

No: SIMS-324-eNIT 10 (Imports) 2021-2112-19-6445-47 Sdi-
Dated: 10.06.2021
No: SIMS-6447

Dated: 10.06.2021

Materials Management Officer
SKIMS

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA : MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
RESEARCH DESIGNS & STANDARDS ORGANISATION,

MANAK NAGAR, LUCKNOW, UP, INDIA-226011

1st Corrigendum
Tender Notice No. RDSO/TMM/GPR/2021/01 dated 05-05-2021

Name of Work: Monitoring health of ballast bed with the help of
ground penetration radar technology for through ballast renewal
(TBR) and rehabilitation on Indian Railways

The date of opening of tender is changed to 28-07-2021 instead of 30-

06-2021. All other terms and conditions remain unchanged.

File No.: TM/IM/87 (GPR Tender) (Rahul Singh)

Date: 11.06.2021 Director/TM-2
RDSO/Lucknow

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(SEE SECTION 82 Cr.Pc.)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
the accused person Ashu Khan S/o Sh Zaffruddin
R/o H.No. C-2 Balaji Apartment Burari, Delhi has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the
offence in case FIR No. 92/10, u/s 420/467/468 IPC
at PS Burari, Delhi and it has been returned to
warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said
accused person Ashu Khan, cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the
said accused Ashu Khan, has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of said
warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Ashu Khan
of FIRNo0.92/10, u/s 420/467/468 IPC at PS Burari,
Delhiis required to appear before this court to answer
the said complainton or before 15.07.2021.

By order|
Ms Neha Gupta Singh
LD MM, Tis Hazari Court

DP/1254/N/2020

VISVESVARAYA JALA NIGAMA LIMITED

(Government of Karnataka Enterprises)
Office of the Executive Engineer, Challakere Division No.06, Challakee.
Ph.: 08195-250307 email ID:ubpee06@gmail.com
No.: EE/UBP/VINL/Div-06/JBC/2021-22/153 Date: 08.06.2021

TENDER NOTIFICATION (Two Cover System)

(Only through E-Procurement System)

Percentage tender on Turn Key Basis through e-portal in two
cover systemisinvited by the Executive Engineer, VINL, UBP, Division
No. 6 Challakere on behalf of the Managing Director, Visvesvaraya
Jala Nigam Ltd, from the eligible contractors who fulfils the pre-
qualification conditions for the following works:

“Construction of Jagaluru Branch Canal and providing drip
irrigation system under Jagaluru Branch Canal of upper Bhadra
project by Gravity Bulk Feeder Pipe Lines to supply to zones and
filling of Tanks including Construction of Pump Houses, Supply,
Installation, Testing and Commissioning of Pumping Machineries,
Transmission line, Electrical Sub Stations, Pipe Distribution
Network (MS/DI/ HDPE/PVC/LDPE) drip lines, SCADA, Fertigation
System and Operation and Maintenance for 5 years after successful
commissioning of the scheme on Turn-Key Basis: Jagaluru Block
pipe line, filling of 9 tanks and Drip network for 18423 Ha (JBC-
Package-1)"

The Contractors can access and download the completed bid
documents through e-procurement website www.eproc-karnataka.
gov.in from 10.06.2021 to 22.06.2021. Pre bid meeting will be held
on 15.06.2021 on Managing Director, Visvesvaraya Jala Nigam Ltd,
#148 Embassy Square, Ground floor, Infantry road, Bengaluru.
@ 11.00 AM. Details such as Amount put to tender/qualification
of Bidders/ Tender conditions/Tender processing fee etc can be
obtained through e-procurement or from the office of the under
signed during the office hours up to 14.06.2021 up to 4.00 PM.
The date of submission for completed tenders is 22.06.2021 up
to 4.00 PM. The tenders will be opened on 23.06.2021 @ 4:30
PM at the office of the Executive Engineer, VINL, UBP Division
No.06, Challakere, through e-procurement. The date of opening
of Financial Bid will be intimated to the qualified bidders. The
authority competent to accept the tenders shall have the right of
rejecting all or any of the tenders without assigning any reasons
and will not bound to accept the lowest tender. Eligible bidders
can have further information through e-procurement (www.eproc.
karnataka.gov.in)

RO No. 166: DIPR/CTA/MCA/2021-22

Sd/- Executive Engineer

»

A ND-NDE

»



THE HINDU ceim
SATURDAY, JUNE 12, 2021

Tsitsipas ticks another box, in maiden final

Beats Zverev in a bruising five-setter to become the first Greek player to reach a Grand Slam summit clash

ROLAND-GARROS

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS

Stefanos Tsitsipas became
the first Greek player to
reach a Grand Slam final on
Friday when he defeated
Germany's Alexander Zverev
in a bruising five-setter at
Roland-Garros.

Tsitsipas got an early
break in the opening set, aid-
ed by two double faults from
Zverev, and remained solid
against the German's heavy
groundstrokes to hold onto
his narrow advantage on a
sun-bathed Philippe Chatrier
court.

U.S. Open finalist Zverev
built a 3-0 lead at the start of
the second set but Tsitsipas
showed exemplary athleti-
cism and staunch defence to
win the next six games, leav-
ing Zverev staring at his
coaching team bewildered.

The sixth-seeded German,
however, regrouped and ad-
ded more power to his shots
with early breaks in the third
and fourth sets enough for
him to level the match at two
sets apiece. Tsitsipas needed
to change his game in the de-

his fiftth match point. =arp

cider and the 22-year-old
managed to find an extra
gear to seal the contest on
his fifth match point and
booked a final outing.
Barbora Krejcikova will
play Anastasia Pavlyuchen-
kova in women’s final after
the Czech World No. 33
saved a match point to defeat
Greek 17th seed Maria Sakka-

Pushing through: Tsitsipas managed to find an extra gear in the final set to seal the contest on

ri 7-5, 4-6, 9-7 on Thursday.
Krejcikova, 25, is the
fourth unseeded women’s fi-
nalist in five years at Roland
Garros. She won the doubles
title here in 2018 but her best
previous result in singles was
arun to the fourth round last
year. It will be the sixth suc-
cessive French Open to
crown a first-time women’s

Five newcomers who made it

Padikkal, Gowtham, Sakariya, Ruturaj and Rana get a chance

CRICKET

ASHWIN ACHAL
BENGALURU

With the big guns busy in En-
gland, there was room for
fresh faces to be included in
the Indian team for the limit-
ed-over tour of Sri Lanka.

The selectors thus hand-
ed maiden India call-ups to
five players — Devdutt Padik-
kal, K. Gowtham, Chetan Sa-
kariya, Ruturaj Gaikwad and
Nitish Rana.

Stylish opening batsman
Padikkal has enjoyed a fast
rise to the top. In the lead up
to the IPL earlier this year,
Padikkal smashed four con-
secutive centuries in the 50-
over Vijay Hazare Trophy for
Karnataka. The 20-year-old
carried this fine form to the
IPL, scoring the fastest cen-
tury for an uncapped player
with an unbeaten 101 off 52
balls against Rajasthan
Royals.

Padikkal’s State teammate
Gowtham has built a reputa-
tion for being a match-win-
ner. His accurate, flat off-
spin and big hitting prowess

have time and again rescued
Karnataka in the domestic
circuit. The 32-year-old
struck gold in the 2021 IPL
auction, when he was signed
for a record sum of 39.25
crore by Chennai Super
Kings (CSK). Gowtham, ho-
wever, could not find a spot
in the CSK playing eleven in
the curtailed IPL season.

Overcome tragedies

Left-arm pacer Sakariya
has overcome tremendous
personal tragedies in the
past year to make a mark. A
month before bagging a 31.2
crore IPL contract with Ra-
jasthan Royals, his brother
passed away. Sakariya then
lost his father to COVID-19
complications. On the field,
the 23-year old Saurashtra
fast bowler picked up seven
wickets in seven IPL games,
including two three-wicket
hauls. That Sakariya was
chosen ahead of his Saurash-
tra senior Jaydev Unadkat —
a left-arm speedster with a
stellar record — has raised
some eyebrows.

Ruturaj has witnessed a

steady rise through the
ranks, under the guidance of
former India captain Rahul
Dravid in the India-A struc-
ture. In the IPL this year, he
opened the batting for CSK,
making two fifties (75 vs Sun-
risers Hyderabad and 64 vs
Kolkata Knight Riders). The
compact Maharashtra bat-
sman was the lone bright in
a disappointing IPL 2020 for
CSK, recording three fifties
to finish with a tournament
average of 51. His talent was
obvious to CSK teammate
and South African captain
Faf du Plessis, who stated
that Ruturaj reminded him
of a young Virat Kohli.

Southpaw batsman Nitish
Rana faced a stumbling
block even before the IPL
began, having tested posi-
tive for COVID-19. In his first
match after recovering from
the virus, Rana claimed the
man-of-the-match with a 56-
ball 80 against Sunrisers
Hyderabad. A thinking
player, Rana is adept at both
keeping the scorers busy
with singles and going for
the big blows.

Conway and Young help

Kiwis make strong reply
Lawrence, Wood take England to 303

NZ IN ENGLAND

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BIRMINGHAM
Dan Lawrence and Mark
Wood took England to 303
in its first innings before
New Zealand reached 229
for three at close on the se-
cond day of the second Test
at Edgbaston on Friday.
Lawrence was unbeaten
on 81 while Wood (41) enter-
tained a lively home crowd

with six boundaries before
edging a delivery from Matt
Henry (3-78) on to his
stumps. Trent Boult finished
with four for 85.

In reply, Devon Conway
was in top form again as he
made 80 before falling to
Stuart Broad.

The opener added 122 for
the second wicket with Will
Young, the latter falling to
Lawrence for 82.

SCOREBOARD

England — 1st innings: Rory
Burns ¢ Latham b Boult 81,
Dom Sibley c Blundell b Henry
35, Zak Crawley c Mitchell b
Wagner 0, Joe Root ¢ Blundell
b Henry 4, Ollie Pope c Blun-
dell b Ajaz 19, Dan Lawrence
(not out) 81, James Bracey c
Mitchell b Boult O, Olly Stone
lbw b Ajaz 20, Mark Wood b
Henry 41, Stuart Broad c Blun-
dell b Boult O, James Anderson
lbw b Boult 4; Extras (b-5,
lb-10, nb-2, w-1): 18; Total (in
101 overs): 303.

Fall of wickets: 1-72, 2-73, 3-
85, 4-127, 5-169, 6-175, 7-222,
8-288, 9-289.

New Zealand bowling: Boult

CM
K

29-6-85-4, Henry 26-7-78-3,
Wagner 21-6-68-1, Mitchell 11-
2-23-0, Ajaz 14-4-34-2.

New Zealand — 1st innings:
Tom Latham lbw b Broad 6,
Devon Conway c Crawley b
Broad 80, Will Young c Pope b
Lawrence 82, Ross Taylor (bat-
ting) 46; Extras (b-4, lb-10,
nb-1): 15; Total (for three wkts.
in 76.3 overs): 229.

Fall of wickets: 1-15, 2-137,
3-229.

England bowling: Anderson
18-5-45-0, Broad 15-6-22-2,
Wood 14-0-43-0, Stone 15-4-
58-0, Root 13-3-39-0,
Lawrence 1.3-0-8-1.

major champion.

“I always wanted to play a
match like this, when I was
younger, playing juniors, I al-
ways wanted to play such a
challenging match where we
both had chances and were
playing so well,” said
Krejcikova.

Women’s final at 6.30
p-m. IST.

3 i

B Maiden Grand Slam singles
final for Tsitsipas. He had
lost all three of his previous
semifinals (Aus Open 2019 &
2021, French Open 2020)

B Tsitsipas' fifth win in nine
five-set matches in his career

B Tsitsipas' fourth win over a
top-10 player at a Major in
nine attempts. Three of those
have come this year (Nadal at
Aus Open, Medvedev and
Zverev at French Open)

B Only Zverev's second loss in
his last 10 five-setters.
Previous: to Thiem in the
2020 US Open final

| Zverev has now lost all 10 of
his matches against top-10
players at the Grand Slam
level

Men: 5-Stefanos Tsitsipas (Gre)
bt 6-Alexander Zverev (Ger)
6-3, 6-3, 4-6, 4-6, 6-3.

On Thursday: Women: Barbora
Krejcikova (Cze) bt 17-Maria
Sakkari (Gre) 7-5, 4-6, 9-7.

B Nadal was leading 5-3 in the
first set at the time of going
to the press

Indians vs Indians: With no warm-up match scheduled, the
players were engaged in an intra-squad match in
Southampton on Friday. =twiTTer/Bcc

Shakib throws an
on-field tantrum

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DHAKA
Star Bangladesh cricketer
Shakib Al Hasan had a
shocking on-field meltdown
during a domestic T20
match here on Friday,
kicking stumps and arguing
with umpires in a display of
appalling behaviour for
which he later apologised
calling it "human error".
Shakib's anger got the
better of him during his

Ngidi's five-for adds to

West Indies’

WOES

South Africa calls the shots in first Test

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
GROS-ISLET

Lungi Ngidi mowed through
the lower half of the West In-
dies batting order on the
way to a five-wicket haul as
South Africa routed the
home side for 97 on the
opening day of the first Test
of the two-match series at
the Daren Sammy Cricket
Ground here on Thursday.

Playing their first series in
the Caribbean in 11 years,
the Proteas reached 205 for
five at lunch on day two, a
lead of 118. Opener Aiden
Markrams top-scored with
60 but he was one of three
wickets to fall to debutant
West Indies pacer Jayden
Seales, with Keegan Peter-
sen and Kyle Verreynne be-
ing the other two.

SCOREBOARD

West Indies — 1st innings:
Kraigg Brathwaite b Nortje 15,
Shai Hope b Nortje 15, Nkrumah
Bonner c de Kock b Rabada 10,
Roston Chase c Markram b Ngidi
8, Kyle Mayers c van der Dussen
b Nortje 1, Jermaine Blackwood
c Petersen b Nortje 1, Jason
Holder ¢ Markram b Ngidi 20,
Joshua da Silva ¢ Mulder b Ngidi
0, Rahkeem Cornwall ¢ Markram
b Ngidi 13, Kemar Roach c de
Kock b Ngidi 1, Jayden Seales
(not out) O; Extras (lb-4, nb-3,
w-6): 13; Total (in 40.5 overs):
97.

Fall of wickets: 1-24, 2-31, 3-45,
4-46, 5-56, 6-56, 7-56, 8-74,
9-80.

South Africa bowling: Rabada
10-2-24-1, Ngidi 13.5-7-19-5,

Nortje 11-3-35-4, Maharaj 4-3-
6-0, Mulder 2-0-9-0.

South Africa — 1st innings:
Dean Elgar c Blackwood b Roach
0, Aiden Markram c Da Silva b
Seales 60, Keegan Petersen c
Holder b Seales 19, Rassie van
der Dussen c Hope b Holder 46,
Kyle Verreynne c Da Silva b
Seales 6, Quinton de Kock (bat-
ting) 44, Wiaan Mulder (batting)
21; Extras (b-4, lb-1, nb-4): 9;
Total (for five wkts. in 72 overs,
at lunch): 205.

Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-34, 3-113,
4-119, 5-162.

West Indies bowling: Roach 16-
3-53-1, Holder 13-4-38-1, Seales
18-6-50-3, Mayers 6-2-13-0,
Cornwall 10-1-32-0, Chase 9-5-
14-0.

team Mohammedan
Sporting's game against
Abahani Limited. The
Dhaka Premier League
encounter was eventually
won by Sporting via the
Duckworth-Lewis method.
Shakib's apology
notwithstanding, kicking
the stumps is as good as a
Level 3 offence and could
lead to a one-match
suspension for the former
Bangladesh skipper.

SEMIFINAL RESULTS [

Battle of nerves

Pavlyuchenkova and Krejcikova will be eager to get it right in their maiden Slam final

m Krejcikova will bid to
become the first Czech
women's singles champion
at Roland-Garros since Hana
Mandilikova in 1981

m Krejcikova is also into
the doubles final (with
Siniakova). She can become
the first woman to win both
the singles and doubles titles
in Paris since Mary Pierce
(2000). The last one to
come the closest was Czech
compatriot Safarova in 2015.
She won the doubles but lost
the singles
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® Pavlyuchenkova is looking

. Sharapova (2012 & 2014)

I think

about it all
the time... since
I'was ajunior,

S MsinceIwasa

Wlittle kid, since

I started playing
tennis. It's been
there in my

head forever
PAVLYUCHENKOVA
on winning a Major

m This is just the fifth Grand Slam main draw appearance for
the 25-year-old (none at Wimbledon and US Open). Since
2000, only Andreescu has made it to a Slam final in fewer

main draw appearances

m Krejcikova is
on a 11-match
winning streak
and has won
13 of her last
14 matches on
clay. In Paris,
she has beaten
four seeded
players and a
former French
Open finalist
en route to the
final

to become the fourth handed a Wimble-
~  Russian woman to lift the don main draw
.~ Coupe Suzanne Lenglen wild card as i

after Myskina (2004), a 15-year-
Kuznetsova (2009) and old back in
2007

C

till the end

KREJCIKOVA

It’s going
tobealot
of fun. I am just
going to enjoy

it. Because I was
never expecting
to be this far in
the tournament.
Enjoy and fight

B The 29-year-old has 12 senior career
titles to Krejcikova's one, and the last of
those 12 came back in 2018 at Stras-
bourg on clay. Krejcikova's lone title also
came at Strasbourg, last month

® Pavlyuchenkova, No. 32, holds the re-
cord for most wins against top-10 players
(37, including the victory over Sabalenka
in the third round) among players yet to
reach the top-10 themselves

u A prodigy, Pavlyuchen-
kova was a former -
junior No.1 and a winner hh

of three Grand Slam
girls' titles. She was

looking ahead to the final

Having context for Test cricket
is amazing, says Ashwin

S. DIPAK RAGAV

head of the World Test

Championship final, R.
Ashwin spoke to The Hindu
about his 10-year Test jour-
ney, his evolution as a spin-
ner and the title clash
against New  Zealand.
Excerpts:
It has been 10 years since
your Test debut. You are
India’s fourth-highest
wicket-taker (409) and not
far off Harbhajan Singh’s
(417) and Kapil Dev’s (434)
tally. What has the journey
been like?
I find myself in one of the
happiest phases of my life. I
am enjoying my cricket. [ am
not looking too far ahead. I
wouldn’t do it for a simple
reason because if you want
to enjoy the moment, you
have to stay in the present
and embrace it. The first and
foremost goal is the WTC. To
look beyond the next Test or
tour is something I have
gone past. But to be putting
myself on a list as elite as this
is a matter of pride. I never
expected to get this far in my
life.
What is your assessment of
the WTC as a concept?
The idea of having some
context to the whole Test
arena is amazing. It was long
pending and I'm so pleased
the ICC have done it. There
are areas that will be ad-
dressed. But considering the
pandemic, they have done a
phenomenal job. To keep

—~aaAnYJU'S ¢

Need of the hour: Ashwin feels that it is important that the
classical format stays healthy. =riLe pHoTO

Test cricket healthy going
forward is healthy for the
world cricketing arena. It
will help other forms of the
game as well.

Your thoughts on the final
against New Zealand?
We have played good cricket
to get to the WTC final and
we are deservedly there.
They are a fantastic team
and have a lot of exciting
cricketers coming through.
The fact that they would
have played a couple of Test
matches before the final will
be good preparation for
them. So we have to adapt,
use our experience and be
ready for it.
From being seen as a spinner
with variations early in your
career, in recent times it
feels like you have succeeded
with more subtle variations.
Can you elaborate on your
evolution?
I feel the way the game is ex-
plained is very basic. For a
lot of cricketers, perception

precedes them. When I
came to play Test cricket, I
was seen as someone who
had a lot of variations.

But in my entire career, I
would have bowled only
2-3% carrom balls. In 2012
against England, I picked 14
wickets but people dissected
that I was trying too much
and needed to go back to
basics.

What was happening was,
I was missing my length. It is
a basic mistake and a crucial
aspect of a spinner. In my ca-
reer, I have had to leave
some aspects behind to ac-
quire something and take
my game higher.

Things like a change of an-
gle, seam position like cross-
seam, is something I have
started to do a lot more now,
which I agree. But I have a
lot of subtle variations and I
have been doing these
things for a long time. It is
just that it is being noticed
now.

Will Belgium live up to its top ranking?

Russia will be keen to capitalise on home advantage and upset the World No. 1

EURO 2020

ASSOCIATED PRESS
ST. PETERSBURG

What’s being billed by some
as the last hurrah for Belgi-
um’s “golden generation”
begins with two of the team’s
long-time stalwarts likely
missing from its opening
match of the European
Championship.

De Bruyne, Hazard out

Injury and fitness concerns
mean neither Kevin De
Bruyne nor Eden Hazard is
set to start against Russia on
Saturday at Saint Petersburg
Stadium, where the Bel-
gians’ World Cup hopes in
2018 died in a loss to France.

It returns to the same ve-
nue three years later as the
world’s top-ranked team — it
has been in that position
since October 2018 — but
with doubts about the availa-
bility of its two star attacking
midfielders.

The experience of more
than 1,300 international ap-
pearances in the squad
should also stand Belgium in
good stead when it comes to
pressure situations in a ma-

Final barrier: Belgium goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois will look to pounce on anything that comes

his way. =ap

jor tournament.

There is a widespread ac-
ceptance that this might be
Belgium’s best chance of
winning a European Cham-
pionship or World Cup for
the first time, at least for this
current generation.

Russia plays its first two
Group-B games in St. Peters-
burg. It was on home soil
that Russia reached the
quarterfinals of the World
Cup in 2018, beating Spain
along the way.

Mostovoy tests positive

On Friday, Russia winger An-
drey Mostovoy became the
first player to be cut from a

team at the tournament after
testing positive for the virus.

Dylan Levitt and his team-
mates, a group that includes
Gareth Bale and Aaron Ram-
sey, will open their Euro
2020 campaign on Saturday
against Switzerland in fara-
way Azerbaijan.

In a squad with a strong
youth contingent that in-
cludes midfielder Ethan Am-
padu and right back Neco
Williams, Bale has faith in his
younger teammates.

Finland goalkeeper Lukas
Hradecky didn’t sugar-coat
things when summing up
the difference between his
team and Denmark at the

»

TODAY'S MATCHES

Wales vs Switzerland,
6.30 p.m.

GROUP B

Denmark vs Finland,
Belgium vs Russia,
12.30 a.m. (Sunday)

Live on Sony Ten 2, 3 &
Sony Six (SD & HD)

European Championship.
“They have better players
than us in every position,”
Hradecky said bluntly ahead
of Finland’s major tourna-
ment debut at Euro 2020.
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TV PICKS

England vs New Zealand:
2nd Test: Sony Ten 1 (SD &
HD), 3.30 p.m.

Roland-Garros: Star Sports 1
& SS Select 1(SD & HD), 6.30

.m.
Euro 2020: Sony Ten 2,3 &
Sony Six (SD & HD), 6.30 p.m.,
9.30 p.m. & 12.30 a.m.
(Sunday)

IN BRIEF

Bucks cling on, claw back
into series against Nets

LOS ANGELES

Milwaukee Bucks started
strong and clung on late to
beat Brooklyn Nets 86-83
on Thursday and claw its
way back into the NBA
Eastern Conference second-
round playoff series. Khris
Middleton scored 35 points
and two-time NBA Most
Valuable Player Giannis
Antetokounmpo scored 33
as the Bucks — routed in
two games in Brooklyn —
trimmed the deficit in the
best-of-seven series to 2-1.

The results (semifinals): EC:
Milwaukee Bucks 86 bt
Brooklyn Nets 83 (Nets lead
the series 2-1).

WC: Utah Jazz 117 bt Los
Angeles Clippers 111 (Jazz
lead the series 2-0).

Messi, Aguero, Di Maria
headline Argentina squad
BUENOS AIRES

Lionel Messi, Sergio Aguero
and Angel Di Maria are
headlining the Argentina
squad that will head to Brazil
for the Copa America, seeking
their national team's first
major title since 1993.

The squad: Goalkeepers:
Franco Armani, Emiliano
Martinez, Agustin Marchesin
and Juan Musso; Defenders:
Gonzalo Montiel, Nicolas
Otamendi, German Pezzella,
Lucas Martinez Quarta,
Nicolas Tagliafico, Lisandro
Martinez, Marcos Acuna,
Cristian Romero, Nahuel
Molina Lucero; Midfielders:
Leandro Paredes, Angel Di
Maria, Guido Rodriguez,
Giovani Lo Celso, Exequiel
Palacios, Nicolas Gonzalez,
Rodrigo de Paul, Alejandro
Gomez, Angel Correa, Nicolas
Dominguez; Forwards: Lionel
Messi, Lautaro Martinez,
Joaquin Correa, Lucas Alario
and Sergio Aguero. ap

Indian squad gets
vaccinated in Zagreb

Many of them take their second doses

]

SHOOTING

KAMESH SRINIVASAN
NEW DELHI

The Indian shooting squad,
training in Zagreb, Croatia,
had a vaccination drive, to
complete the second dose
for 18 members including
support staff, and the first
dose for a few.

Deepak Kumar, Rahi Sar-
nobat and Saurabh Chaud-
hary had their first dose on
Wednesday as they had to
been give sufficient time on
recovering from COVID-19.
Their second dose is sche-
duled for on July 9.

Vaccination was complet-
ed on Abhishek Verma, Aish-
wary Pratap Singh Tomar,
Anjum Moudgil, Apurvi
Chandela, Divyansh Singh

Deepak Kumar.

Panwar, Elavenil Valarivan,
Manu Bhaker, Sanjeev Raj-
put, Tejaswini Sawant, and
Yashaswini Deswal.

The skeet shooters train-
ing in Italy will have their
vaccination done in Rome.
Angad Vir Singh Bajwa had
taken his first shot on April 1,

Vinesh Phogat
reaches 53kg final

WRESTLING

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
WARSAW

Star Indian wrestler Vinesh
Phogat proved that her
preparations for the Tokyo
Olympics were on track as
she progressed to the 53kg
final of Poland Open with
two contrasting wins here
on Friday.

While she had to battle
against 2019 World bronze
winner Ekaterina Polesh-
chuk in her opening bout
before prevailing 6-2, Vi-
nesh needed only 75 se-
conds to pin her American
rival Amy Ann Fearnside the
the next round.

Chance for another gold
The 26-year-old Vinesh can
now win her third gold in as
many tournaments this sea-

Vinesh Phogat. =FiLe pHOTO

son, having won titles in
Matteo Pellicone (March)
and Asian Championship
(April).

It was a tough start for Vi-
nesh as she was up against
fellow 2019 World bronze
winner Ekaterina Polesh-
chuk, whose defence was
pretty strong.

Earlier in the day, Anshu
Malik pulled out of the 57kg
competition due to fever.

before he left for Europe,
while Mairaj Ahmad Khan is
yet to have his first dose.

The Sports Authority of
India (SAI) and the National
Rifle Association of India
(NRAIJ) are in touch with the
Indian Embassy in Rome to
get the vaccination adminis-
tered for Angad and Mairaj.

The NRAI put on record
its gratitude to both the In-
dian Embassy in Zagreb and
the Ministry of Health of
Croatia ‘for prompt and
proactive assistance.

The Indian team is set to
compete in the World Cup in
rifle, pistol and shotgun at
Osijek, Croatia, from June
20. It had earlier taken part
in the European champion-
ship at the same venue.

Mrudul takes
lead

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Second seed Mrudul De-
hankar upstaged top seed
Savitha Shri in the sixth
round and went on to lead
with 6.5 points after seven
rounds of National girls
(under-18) rapid online
chess championship on
Friday.

In the open section, se-
ven players shared the
lead at six points.

The standings (after seven
rounds):

Open: 1-7. V. Pranay, Sankalp
Gupta, Vedant Panesar, Aro-
nyak Ghosh, Koustav Chatter-
jee, M. Pranesh and Raja Rith-
vik (6 points each).

Girls: 1. Mrudul Dehankar (6.5
points), 2-4. Siri Chandana, V,
Rindhiya, Bristy Mukherjee (6
each), 5-9. Riya Mishra, Sa-
vitha Shri, Dhyana Patel, G.
Kheethi and S. Vijayasubhasri
(5.5 points).

SAI sacks Greco-Roman
coach Kazarashvili

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

With no Greco-Roman
wrestler having made the
cut for the Tokyo Olym-
pics, the Sports Authority
of India has relieved Geor-
gian coach Temo Kaza-
rashvili of his services with

immediate effect.
Kazarashvili

2020 Tokyo Olympics.

The postponement of
the Games meant it was ex-
tended, like most foreign

coaches, by a year.

The decision to termi-
nate his services was taken
following a recommenda-
tion from the Wrestling
Federation of India, SAI

said in a statement.

was ap-
pointed in February 2019
after months of delibera-
tion with his contract origi-
nally till the end of the

The World qualifiers last
month were the last
chance for Greco-Roman
wrestlers to make it to the
Olympics, but none of the
six Indians managed to do
so. Gurpreet was the lone
bronze medallist.

Disappointing outings
This followed disappoint-
ing outings at the Asian
Olympic qualifiers and the
Asian Championships in
April, India returning with
just two bronzes from the
former event.

While four freestyle and
four women wrestlers
each had qualified for To-
kyo, only seven will be in
action after Sumit Malik in
the 125kg was provisional-
ly suspended for testing
positive  for  banned
substances.

Gukesh gets wild card for World Cup

RAKESH RAO
NEW DELHI

D. Gukesh, the second
youngest Grandmaster in
chess history, has gained a
wild card for the World Cup
beginning in Sochi, Russia,
on July 12.

Gukesh, 15, is the first
among the four nominees of
the FIDE president for the
event.

Gukesh is worthy of be-

ing one of the wild cards fol-
lowing his splendid display
to tie with fellow-teen
Grandmaster P. Iniyan for
the top spot in the Indian
World Cup qualifier. In-
iyan’s victory over Gukesh
proved the tie-breaker for
the title.

“We, at the All India
Chess Federation, are very
happy that the FIDE presi-
dent has accepted our re-

quest for a wild card,” said
AICF secretary Bharat Singh
Chauhan on Friday.

P. Harikrishna, Vidit Guj-
rathi, B. Adhiban, Aravindh
Chitambaram, Iniyan and
Gukesh will form the Indian
challenge in the open
section.

In the women’s section,
D. Harika, Padmini Rout,
Bhakti Kulkarni and R.
Vaishali will take part.

Pragg, Nihal and Gukesh share fifth spot

RAKESH RAO
NEW DELHI

R. Pragnanandhaa, Nihal Sa-
rin and D. Gukesh came up
with below par displays to
share the fifth place after
five rounds on the first day
of the Gelfand Challenge on-
line rapid chess tournament
on Thursday.

On a day when USA’s
Awonder Liang took the
lead by winning all five
rounds, and top seed Nodir-
bek Abdusattorov (4) was se-
cond, the three Indians
scored three points each.

Olympian Surat Singh

Leon Mendonca was at 2.5
points.

The results (involving Indians):
Fifth round: Leon Mendonca
drew with Nihal Sarin; R.
Praggnanandhaa bt Carissa Yip
(USA); Christopher Woojin Yoo
(USA) bt D. Gukesh.

Fourth round: Gukesh drew
with Dinara Saduakassova
(Kaz); Nodirbek Abdusattorov
(Uzb) bt Praggnanandhaa; Ca-
rissa Yip (USA) lost to Mendon-
ca; Sarin bt Zhu Jiner Chn);
Third round: Nihal bt Vincent
Keymer (Ger); Mendonca lost
to Abdusattorov; Praggna-
nandhaa bt Volodar Murzin

PdSSES dWdY

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

Olympian Surat Singh
Mathur, the first from inde-
pendent India to complete
a marathon at the Olym-
pics, passed away in Delhi
on Friday.

He was 90.

Running with the legen-
dary Emil Zatopek in the
1952 Helsinki Olympics,
Mathur completed the ma-
rathon in the 52nd place in
2:58.92s.

Bronze medallist

A bronze medallist at the
first Asian Games in 1951,
Mathur, who was born in
Mohammadpur Majri vil-

Surat Singh Mathur.
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

lage (Karala) in Delhi, was a
two-time National cham-
pion.

(Rus); Gunay Mammadzada
(Aze) drew with Gukesh.
Second round: Murzin lost to
Mendonca; Sarasadat Khade-
malsharieh (Iri) lost to Pragg-
nanadhaa; Yip drew with Nihal;
Gukesh bt Polina Shuvalova
(Rus).

Leading standings (including
Indians, after five rounds): 1.
Awonder Liang (USA, 5 points),
2. Nodirbek Abdusattorov
(Uzb, 4); 3-4. Gunay Mammad-
zada (Aze), Vincent Keymer
(Ger) (3.5 each); 5-10. R. Pragg-
nanandhaa, Nihal Sarin, D, Gu-
kesh (3 each); 11. Leon Man-
donca (2.5).

Ankita &
Wachaczyk
in semifinals

SPORTS BUREAU
NOTTINGHAM

Ankita Raina and Julia Wa-
chaczyk of Germany got a
walkover in the doubles
quarterfinals from fourth
seeds Kaitlyn Christian and
Nao Hibino, in the Viking
Open here.

In the men’s Challenger
in Nottingham, Ramkumar
Ramanathan and Antoine
Hoang of France lost 7-5,
6-3 to third seeds Matt Reid
and Ken Skupski in the
doubles semifinals.

Other result: $88,520 Chal-
lenger, Lyon, France: Quar-
terfinals: Martin Cuevas & Pa-
blo Cuevas (Uru) bt Frandisco
Cerundolo (Arg) & Sumit Na-
gal 6-3, 6-2.

$ MARUTI SUZUKI

SAFETY

FIRST

NEXA IS NOW OPEN.

A safe experience awaits you.

Book your showroom appointment today.

ROBUST SAFETY MEASURES:

CREATE.

At NEXA, we create experiences around the needs of our customers. That's why we want to assure
you that your safety is our priority. We're strictly adhering to the protocols recommended by the
government. So that nothing stops you from enjoying experiences that inspire.

NEXA

[=NE=S SPE=REES

Every employee

A contactless
delivery of car
will be arranged
during this period.

Regular cleaning
.| of showrooms and
. equipment with

0’-2 Disinfectant
< dispensers are
é.‘\

wears a face
N\, 3 | maskanda
pair of gloves.

ﬁ(ﬁ Robust measures
@ @®| for test drives.

installed.

disinfectants. |

Disclaimer: Image is for representation purpose only.

WEST DELHI: NEXA DWARKA SECTOR 9 (MAGIC AUTO PH: 7290075604), NEXA RAJOURI GARDEN (TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES PH: 9999525750), NEXA MOTI NAGAR (AAA VEHICLEADES PVT. LTD. PH: 8448993400),

NEXA DWARKA SECTOR 14 (COMPETENT AUTOMOBILES PH: 8860011600), NEXA PUNJABI BAGH (DD MOTORS (A DIV. OF DD INDUSTRIES LTD) PH: 9081900800), NEXA MAYAPURI (KRISH AUTOMOBILES PH: 7838555076),

EAST DELHI: NEXA PREET VIHAR (TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES PH: 7290091122), NEXA AKSHARDHAM (FAIR DEAL PREMIUM WHEELS PRIVATE LIMITED PH: 9999525161), NEXA PATPARGAN] (MAGIC AUTO PH: 8929400503),

NEXA DILSHAD GARDEN (COMPETENT AUTOMOBILES PH: 8377007962), NEXA GOKULPURI (VIPUL MOTORS PVT. LTD. PH: 9870194313), SOUTH DELHI: NEXA OKHLA PHASE 1 (PREM MOTORS PVT. LTD. PH: 011-42900000, 7065074531),

NEXA EAST OF KAILASH (RANA MOTORS PVT. LTD. PH: 9999788886), NEXA GREEN PARK (TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES PH: 7290099520), NEXA LAJPAT NAGAR (BAGGA LINK MOTORS PH: 9818199367),

CENTRAL DELHI: NEXA KAROL BAGH (DD MOTORS (A DIV. OF DD INDUSTRIES LTD) PH: 9081900800), NORTH DELHI: NEXA WAZIRPUR (COMPETENT AUTOMOBILES PH: 9582668646), NEXA ROHINI SEC 10 (JAGMOHAN AUTOMOTIVES PVT. LTD. PH: 7290054930),
NEXA NARELA (DD MOTORS (A DIV. OF DD INDUSTRIES LTD. PH: 9081900800), NEXA PITAMPURA (KRISH AUTOMOTORS PH: 7838555047), NEXA GT KARNAL ROAD (RANA MOTORS PVT. LTD. PH: 7289999111), NOIDA: NEXA SECTOR 1 (ROHAN MOTORS PH: 8376800026),
NEXA SECTOR 63 (VIPUL MOTORS PVT. LTD. PH: 9599814775), NEXA SECTOR 10 (FAIR DEAL PREMIUM WHEELS PRIVATE LIMITED PH: 9953993450), GREATER NOIDA: NEXA IND AREA GREATER NOIDA (ROHAN MOTORS LTD. PH: 8744000600),

MANESAR: NEXA IMT MANESAR (PLATINUM MOTOCORP PH: 9953345301), GHAZIABAD: NEXA SAHIBABAD (MOTORCRAFT SALES PVT. LTD. PH: 8130582222), NEXA MEERUT ROAD (ROHAN MOTORS LTD. PH: 9599040601),

FARIDABAD: NEXA BATA CHOWK (VIPUL MOTORS PVT. LTD. PH: 9599814771), NEXA MATHURA ROAD (PASCO AUTOMOBILES PH: 9999120572), NEXA NIT (BVA AUTO PVT. LTD. PH: 1294121212),

PALWAL: NEXA PALWAL CENTRAL (AUTONATION (A UNIT OF TAYAL INDIA MOTORS) PVT. LTD. PH: 9311864040), GURUGRAM: NEXA MG ROAD (PASCO AUTOMOBILES PH: 9711290001), NEXA RAJIV CHOWK, GURUGRAM (RANA MOTORS PVT. LTD. PH: 8585991111),
NEXA SECTOR 29 GURUGRAM (TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES PH: 9999525740), NEXA SOHNA ROAD (COMPETENT AUTOMOBILES PH: 0124-2877000, 7290025353), NEXA SECTOR 62 (VIPUL MOTORS PVT. LTD. PH: 7404666666),

NEXA IDC SEC 14, GURUGRAM (PREM MOTORS PVT. LTD. PH: 0124-4440000, 7065074501), SOHNA: NEXA SOHNA (PASCO AUTOMOBILES PH: 9899961000), REWARI: NEXA DELHI ROAD (DINCO 4 WHEELS LLP PH: 7082100301).
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SMART FINANCE

AN ONLINE END-TO-END

CAR FINANCE SOLUTION

Contact us at

1800-200-16392
1800-102-{NEXA

www.nexaexperience.com
NOW YOU CAN ALSO BOOK ONLINE

» Pre-approved loans

» Custom generated loans

» Multiple financiers

» Loan status tracking

Scan to know more.

A ND-NDE
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