FOLLOW US:

®00

thehindu.com
facebook.com/thehindu
twitter.com/the_hindu

JUNE 13, 2021

INDIA’S NATIONAL NEWSPAPER SINCE 1878

on Sunday

HINDU

DELHI
CITY EDITION

24 pages «¥15.00

Mehul Choksi denied Two civilians, as many Row over Digvijaya’s Krejcikova emerges ‘9 i
bail by Dominica policemen killed in comments on Article champion; Djokovic beats ‘J '
High Court Sopore militant attack 370 revocation Nadal, meets Tsitsipas g »‘ =
Page 7 Page 7 - Page 8 Page 15
PRINTED AT - CHENNAI - COIMBATORE - BENGALURU - HYDERABAD - MADURAI - NOIDA - VISAKHAPATNAM - THIRUVANANTHAPURAM - KOCHI - VIJAYAWADA - MANGALURU - TIRUCHIRAPALLI - KOLKATA - HUBBALLI - MOHALI - MALAPPURAM - MUMBAI - TIRUPATI - LUCKNOW - CUTTACK - PATNA

NEARBY

CM launches 22 oxygen
plants at 9 hospitals
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Saturday inaugurated 22
oxygen plants at nine Delhi
government hospitals. The
Pressure Swing Adsorption
oxygen plants have a total
production capacity of

17.3 metric tonnes.

CITY » PAGE 3

Sisodia's accusation
atrocious, says Amarinder
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh on Saturday
described as "atrocious”
Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia's accusation
that the former had a “secret”
friendship with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. Mr.
Sisodia's made the comment
after Punjab secured the top
rank in school education.
NORTH & EAST » PAGE 5

'JD(U) should get a berth
in the Central Cabinet’
PATNA

Amid talks of expansion of
PM Narendra Modi's Cabinet,
JD(U) national president
R.C.P. Singh said being an
ally, his party too should get
aberth in the Cabinet. “Inan
alliance, every constituent
should be respected.”

NEWS » PAGE 8
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GST brought down on
14 COVID relief goods

Council leaves the 5% tax levied on vaccines unchanged

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Goods and Services Tax
(GST) Council on Saturday
decided to waive the tax le-
vied on two critical drugs
against COVID-19 and mu-
cormycosis — tocilizumab
and amphotericin B — and
reset the tax rate to 5% for 14
major pandemic relief items,
till September 30.
Non-BJP-ruled States re-
gistered a strong dissent,
terming the continued im-
position of GST on critical
COVID supplies and drugs as
‘insensitive’ and ‘totally anti-
people’. They alleged that
their proposals for zero-rat-
ing or reducing GST rates to
0.1% on critical supplies
were ignored by the Union
Finance Ministry at what
turned out to be another
stormy Council meeting.

Mitra’s remarks deleted
West Bengal Finance Minis-
ter Amit Mitra said the Coun-
cil’s chairperson, Union Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, allowed his
comments to be deleted at
the behest of his Uttar Pra-
desh counterpart, and ac-
cused the Ministry of muz-
zling his voice and cutting
off the virtual conference
link when he was trying to
voice objections.

The 5% GST levied on vac-

Downward revision

The GST rates were reduced for many pandemic relief goods and
critical drugs. A comparison the old and new rates:

Essentials Existing m

Tocilizumab, Amphotericin B 5% 0%
Remdesivir and anti-coagulants like Heparin 12% 5%
Medical grade oxygen, oxygen concentrator, 12% 5%
ventilator, BiPAP machine, pulse oximeter,

testing kits

Hand sanitiser, temperature checking 18% 5%
equipment, gas or electric furnace for

crematoria

Ambulances 28% -y 12%

Whatever (vaccines) the Centre
is buying, it will pay GST. But
when people are getting it free at

government hospitals, they will not

face any GST impact

NIRMALA SITHARAMAN, FINANCE MINISTER

*5% GST ON VACCINES NOT REVISED “TILL SEPTEMBER 30

cines was left unchanged,
following the recent changes
in the country’s vaccine pro-
curement strategy that puts
the Union government in
charge of augmenting sup-
plies. The GST rate on Rem-
desivir and anti-coagulants
like Heparin has been re-
duced from 12% to 5%. The
Council recommended that
the same rate be levied on
any other drug that may be
recommended by the Health
and Family Welfare Ministry
and the Department of Phar-
ma for COVID-19 treatment.
Ms. Sitharaman an-

Damage control: Delhi Fire Service personnel dousing a fire that broke out at the Lajpat Nagar
Central Market in New Delhi on Saturday. =Rr.v. MOORTHY (REPORT ON PAGE 4)

nounced that the Council
had accepted all but three
recommendations on CO-
VID-19 supplies’ tax rates
submitted by a group of mi-
nisters (GoM) under Megha-
laya Chief Minister Conrad
Sangma on June 6.

Ambulances, which are
currently taxed at 28%, will
attract a GST levy of 12%,
while temperature checking
equipment and electric fur-
naces used in crematoriums
will attract a 5% GST instead
of 18%.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 7

SAD, BSP to

jointly contest

Punjab polls

VIKAS VASUDEVA
CHANDIGARH

The Shiromani Akali Dal
and the Bahujan Samaj Par-
ty joined hands on Satur-
day to contest the Assemb-
ly polls due in Punjab in
early 2022.

Akali Dal president
Sukhbir Singh Badal and
BSP national general secre-
tary Satish Chandra Mishra
made an announcement in
this regard. “The Akali Dal
will contest 97 seats and
the BSP 20 — eight seats in
the Doaba region, seven in
Malwa and five in Majha re-
gion of the State,” Mr. Ba-
dal said.

DETAILS ON » PAGE 8

‘Operation Olivia’ to the rescue of Olive Ridleys

The Coast Guard helps enforce laws to protect turtles as they arrive to nest in Odisha

DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

Every year, the Indian Coast
Guard’s “Operation Olivia”,
initiated in the early 1980s,
helps protect Olive Ridley
turtles as they congregate
along the Odisha coast for
breeding and nesting from
November to December.

“For optimal results,
round-the-clock surveillance
is conducted from November
till May utilising Coast Guard
assets such as fast patrol
vessels, air cushion vessels,
interceptor craft and Dornier
aircraft to enforce laws near
the rookeries,” a Coast Guard
officer said. “From
November 2020 to May 2021,
the Coast Guard devoted 225
ship days and 388 aircraft
hours to protect 3.49 lakh
turtles that laid eggs along
the Odisha coast.”

The Olive Ridley
(Lepidochelys olivacea) is
listed as vulnerable under
the International Union for
Conservation of Nature’s Red

CcM
K

Coast Guard personnel rescuing a turtle. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

list. All five species of sea
turtles found in India are
included in Schedule I of the
Indian Wildlife Protection
Act, 1972, and in the
Appendix I of the
Convention of International
Trade in Endangered Species
of Wild Fauna and Flora
which prohibits trade in
turtle products by signatory
countries. The Orissa Marine
Fisheries Act empowers the
Coast Guard as one of its
enforcement agencies.
“Studies have found three
main factors that damage
Olive Ridley turtles and their

»

eggs — heavy predation of
eggs by dogs and wild
animals, indiscriminate
fishing with trawlers and gill
nets, and beach soil
erosion,” the officer said.
Dense fishing activity
along the coasts of Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha and Bengal,
especially ocean-going
trawlers, mechanised fishing
boats and gill-netters pose a
severe threat to turtles.
Coordination of efforts is
done at various levels, the
officer explained, including
enforcing the use of turtle
excluder devices (TED) by

trawlers in the waters
adjoining nesting areas;
prohibiting the use of gill
nets on turtle approaches to
the shore; and curtailing
turtle poaching.

Nesting habits

The Olive Ridley has one of
the most extraordinary
nesting habits in the natural
world, including mass
nesting called arribadas. The
480-km-long Odisha coast
has three arribada beaches
at Gahirmatha, the mouth of
the Devi river, and in
Rushikulya, where about 1
lakh nests are found
annually.

“Sea turtles generally
return to their natal beach,
or where they were born, to
lay eggs as adults,” the Coast
Guard officer explained.
Mating occurs in the offshore
waters of the breeding
grounds and females then
come ashore to nest, usually
several times during a
season.

New declassification policy gets nod

Cases like 1962 war, Operation Bluestar
will be taken up on case by case basis

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Saturday approved
a policy on archiving, declas-
sification, compilation and
publication of war and oper-
ations histories by the Minis-
try of Defence (MoD). Ho-
wever, declassification of
older wars like the 1962 war
is not automatic and will be
taken up on a case by case
basis by a committee to be
constituted under the policy.
“According to the policy,

records should ordinarily be
declassified in 25 years. Re-
cords older than 25 years
should be appraised by ar-
chival experts and trans-
ferred to the National Ar-
chives of India once the
war/operations  histories
have been compiled,” the Mi-
nistry said on Saturday.

Confidential cases

Asked about cases like the
highly confidential Hender-
son Brooks report on the
1962 war with China and the

Breach exposes govt.
officials’ data to hackers

IDs on @nic.in, @gov.in compromised

VIJAITA SINGH
JAGRITI CHANDRA
NEW DELHI

Emails and passwords of
hundreds of Union govern-
ment officials have been ex-
posed to hackers due to the
recent data breaches of Air
India, Domino’s and Bigb-
basket, the government has
warned officials.

The internal communi-
cation, accessed by The
Hindu, said the compro-
mised emails on govern-
ment domains such as
@nic.in and @gov.in are
potential cyber threats as
they are being used by “ad-

versaries” to send mali-
cious mails to all govern-
ment users.

Days after the alert was
sent on June 10, several go-
vernment offices, including
Defence Ministry officials,
were targeted by a mali-
cious web link sent on
WhatsApp and SMS, asking
them to update their vacci-
nation status.

The message asked offi-
cials to click on https://co-
vid19india.in to generate a
digital certificate of CO-
VID-19 inoculation.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 7

Rajnath Singh

Operation Bluestar 0f 1984, a
defence official said a com-
mittee will take a view on the
earlier wars and operations.
The compiled history on
wars and operations, within

five years, will be for internal
consumption first, and later
the committee may decide to
publicly release whole or
parts of it, considering the
sensitivity of the subject, the
official said. “The policy
mandates constitution of a
committee headed by Joint
Secretary, MoD, and com-
prising representatives of
the Services, Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs, Ministry of
Home Affairs, and other or-
ganisations and prominent
military historians for com-
pilation of war and opera-
tions histories.”

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 7

Bhawanipur bypoll
widens Cong.-Left rift

Allies divided on opposing Mamata

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA
The by-election to the Bha-
wanipur (Bhabanipur) As-
sembly segment in Kolkata,
where Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee is set to seek re-
election, will test the
strength of the five-year-old
Left-Congress electoral al-
liance in West Bengal.
Differences in the alliance
have come out in the open
on whether to field a candi-
date against the Chief Minis-
ter, who will be contesting
after her loss in Nandigram.
West Bengal Pradesh
Congress chief Adhir Ranjan

Mamata Banerjee

Chowdhury has made it
clear that he is not in favour
of putting up a candidate
against Ms. Banerjee.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 7
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HEMANI BHANDARI
NEW DELHI

It was mayhem everywhere.

Bodies wrapped in white

were being brought in — in
hands and on wheels. Siren of
ambulances is all that was heard
the entire day. The only sight
day in and day out was that of
burning pyres, recalled Hemant
Kumar Sharma, priest of Seema-
puri cremation ground.

Mr. Kumar (29) — clad in a
white kurta pyjama — sat in the
courtyard of the cremation
ground, his mask below his chin,
in the company of another
priest. There is one pyre burn-
ing on the premises with 26 plat-
forms, and another body is due
to come. There are hens roam-
ing around...their clucking is
now audible.

“It’s relaxed now. There’s
probably one COVID-19 body

coming in once in 3-4 days. We |

have time to breathe, eat, sleep,
drink water,” he said.

Looking back, he said he had
never imagined that he would
have to witness such a sight. He
wished never to see it ever
again.

New platforms

Walking through the cremation
ground, he pointed at an empty
space and said they had built
nine platforms apart from the 26
allotted platforms. At another
space, they had prepared five
platforms. Now, what remains of
the extra space are huge black
spots and a few bricks lying here
and there.

Mr. Kumar then walked a few
steps and showed an empty field
adjacent to the cremation pre-
mises.

“This is where children are
buried. But when deaths were
peaking, we had converted it in-
to a cremation space and built 72
platforms. We had to break a
wall to make way for wood,” he
recalled.

For more than 10 days in
April, over 20 workers here, in-
cluding priests, sanitation work-
ers and helpers, worked for 24
hours a day and cremated bo-
dies at night as well, against the
Hindu beliefs for cremation
rites.

“People used to leave bodies
outside here without even in-
forming us. There have been so
many families who used to leave
asking us to send the video of
cremation on WhatsApp. We

Priests and workers at Delhi crematoriums recall the
dreadful period when the number of COVID-infected
bodies kept swelling as the second wave raged.

They wish never to witness such times again.

used to cremate those bodies at
night,” he said.

Chant mantras in sleep
Talking about the impact this pe-
riod had on him, Mr. Kumar
said, “During that time, my
mother used to forcefully ask me
to come home for a few hours of
sleep. My family says that I used
to chant mantras in my sleep al-
s0.”

I am able to sleep now, he ad-
ded. Mr. Kumar, who has a six-
month-old daughter, didn’t hold
her for a month-and-a-half out of
fear. Back at home, he used to
eat and sleep in a corner, trying
to stay away from the other fami-
ly members as much as possible.
“Here we didn’t use PPE kits be-
cause it used to be so hot. It was
impossible to breathe...we used
only masks and gloves,” he said.

However, they were all a little
at ease because the staffers at
the crematorium were fully vac-
cinated. Mr. Kumar said when
the vaccination began, they re-
ceived a call from government
officials and were asked to get
vaccinated because they were to
deal with COVID-19 bodies.

“Sapne main bhi nahi socha
tha aisa manzar dekhenge. Dil se

rona aata tha. Ek 6 mahine ke
bacche ka antim sanskar kiya tha
humne. Uske papa itna ro rahe
they. Vo ankhon ke samne se jaa-
ta nahin. [Didn’t imagine in my
dreams that I’ll see something
like this. We performed last rites
of a six-month-old boy [who
died of COVID-19]. His father

was crying inconsolably. I can
never forget that],” he said.

Signs of new life

At Punjabi Bagh cremation
ground, plants in the premises
had died because pyres were set
up right next to them when the
number of deaths increased.

| DEDICATED CO'J'ID HOSPI
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The plants have now been cut
and there’s a semblance of life as
new leaves have started to ap-
pear.

“I'had become used to it since
last year, so it didn’t affect me
much,” said Pankaj Sharma (40),
one of the priests here. But he
insisted the situation wasn’t as
bad here as it was at other cre-
mation grounds. “Yes, people
had to wait here as well but not
for as much time as in other cre-
mation grounds.”

Now, there are only one or
two COVID-19 bodies coming
daily and most of the ground re-
mains empty.

But for the inexperienced
priests and staffers, seeing the
sight of innumerable bodies had
an impact, unlike for Mr. Shar-
ma.

“There were days when we
didn’t get time to have meals or
even drink water. We would
start our day at 6.30 a.m. and as-

sist people with the mortal re-
mains. The family members of
the victims were seen crying and
scared themselves, wondering
what to do, where to go. We
would only get free around 9
p.m. or 10 p.m.,” said 23-year-
old Deepanshu, for whom the
images of the pyres are still
haunting.

Vaccination woes

At this crematorium, none of the
staffers has been vaccinated.
While some of the senior ones
are hesitant to get the jab, most
staffers are disappointed that no
vaccination camp has been set
up for them despite their details
being listed.

“We received calls from go-
vernment officials who took our
details when the vaccination
drive started and they asked us

“to go to a nearby hospital for the

same. When we went there, we
filled a form and they told us

Clockwise from left: Pankaj Sharma at the Punjabi Bagh cremation ground;
Hemant Kumar Sharma points towards an empty spot that was converted

into a cremation ground during the second wave at the Seemapuri crematorium;
priests at the Punjabi Bagh cremation ground; once teeming with COVID-19
patients, LNJP Hospital now wears a deserted look. =r.v. MmoorTHY

that our names were not on the
list,” said a sanitation worker
who didn’t wished to be named.

“We were around COVID-19
bodies and COVID positive pa-
tients. We deserved it,” said Dee-
panshu.

At Lok Nayak Hospital, the
area outside the emergency
ward now stands deserted and
the two white tents installed as
waiting area, a few weeks ago,
are empty. There are no people
waiting outside with oxygen cy-
linders. No queue of ambulanc-
es and no relatives crying and
pleading to admit their loved
ones.

It’s all gone and everyone’s
breathing a sigh of relief.

A civil defence volunteer, Ab-
hay, on duty outside the hospi-
tal, recalled his duty at the mor-
tuary “during those days” and
all he saw was bodies being
wheeled in. “I don’t want to re-
member it at all.”

E-TENDERING PRESS NOTICE

The Executive Engineer, CD-I, Irrigation & Flood Control Department,
GNCTD Opp. ESI Hospital, Basai Darapur Office Complex New
Delhi-110027 invites on behalf of the President of India, online percentage
rate tender from approved and eligible contractors for the following works:-

1 NIT No. EE/CD-I/DB/NIT/2021-22/05 (ID No 2021_IFC_204034_1) H.
O. A. :- 2711-Non Plan, Name of Work:- Providing and fixing precast
RCC road divider at the vulnerable locations prone to encroachment/
malba dumping on the right bank of Najafgarh drain between Chan-
der Vihar Bridge D/S (RD 38960) to (RD 39523) E C - Rs. 38,06,375/-
period of Completion of 60 days (Date of submission & opening of bid on
14.06.2021 at 3.00 PM & 3.05 P.M. respectively.)

2. NIT No. EE/CD-I/DB/NIT/2021-22/06 (ID No 2021_IFC_204038_1) H O
A - 2711-Non Plan, Name of Work:- Providing and fixing precast RCC
road divider at the vulnerable locations prone to encroachment/mal-
ba dumping on the right bank of Najafgarh drain between Chander
Vihar Bridge U/S (RD 38960) to (RD 38360) E. C. - Rs. 39,09,250/- pe-
riod of Completion of 60 days (Date of submission & opening of bid on
14.06.2021 at 3.00 PM & 3.05 P.M. respectively.)

3. NIT No. EE/CD-I/DB/NIT/2021-22/08 (ID No 2021_IFC_204070_1) H
O A - 2711-Non Plan, Name of Work:- Repair of existing road on right
bank of Najafgarh Drain from Ranhola Bridge D/S (i.e. RD 34350m
to RD 34800m) E. C. - Rs. 42,38,274- period of Completion of 60 days
(Date of submission & opening of bid on 14.06.2021 at 3.00 PM & 3.05
P.M. respectively.)

4. NIT No. EE/CD-I/DB/NIT/2021-22/09 (ID No 2021_IFC_204072_1) H
O A - 2711-Non Plan, Name of Work:- Removal of hyacinth, vegeta-
tion, patera, elephant grass, floating material etc. and grass from
RD. 30180m to RD. 45316m i.e. from Kakraula Regulator cum Bridge
to Basaidarapur Bridge of Najafgarh Drain E. C. - Rs. 14,98,946- pe-
riod of Completion of 365 days (Date of submission & opening of bid on
14.06.2021 at 3.00 PM & 3.05 P.M. respectively.)

5. NIT No. EE/CD-I/DB/NIT/2021-22/10 (ID No 2021_IFC_204073_1) H.
O. A.:- 2711-Non Plan, Name of Work:- Repairing and Renovation of
Boundary Wall from RD O0m to RD 1465m at Right Bank of Palam
Link Drain E. C. - Rs. 16,57,425/- period of Completion of 60 days (Date
of submission & opening of bid on 14.06.2021 at 3.00 PM & 3.05 P.M.
respectively.) 1

We are taking all necessary COVID 19 Precautionary Measures
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Appeal for Identification

General Public is hereby informed
|that a male dead body Name:
*Unknown, S/o Unknown, R/o:

Unknown, Age: About 60 Yrs,
Height: 5'5", Complexion:
Wheatish, Built: Normal, Face:
Round, Wearing : White Shirt, Black
Pajama and Bare in feet. He was

MEN & WOMEN found dead at Gali No. 1,

By Economy Sales: 45086168

Sudhmapuri, Near Vinod Gupta Ghar Welcome, Delhi
on 08.06.2021. In this regard, a DD No. 91-A, Dt
08.06.2021 has been lodged at PS Welcome, Delhi.
Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
information about this person but no clue has come to light
sofar.

Any, person having any information or clue about this
person may kindly inform to the following. SHO

P.S., Welcome, Delhi
Ph. : 011-22826808, 8750870722

DP/828/NE/2021

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR,
SHER-I-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES, SOURA
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, MECHANICAL
E-Mail :mechanicalskims@gmail.com
RE-01
Short term notice inviting E-tenders
Gist of e-NIT NO. 11 OF 2021-22 Dated.10.06.2021
For and on behalf of Lt. Governor U.T. of Jammu & Kashmir, Executive Engineer, Mechanical, SKIMS, Soura,
Srinagar, invites online e-bids in two (02) cover system from Manufacturers/Authorized Dealers/

registered/Reputed & experienced firms having expertise as detailed in the tender document for the following
works: -

S.No

% fa
N &

e Bakhshi Stadium Srinagar

Email ID:jksportscouncil@gmail.com

e _ J&K SPORTS COUNCIL
e-NITNo.09 of 2021-22

DATED: 09 - 06- 2021

For and on behalf of the Secretary, J&K Sports Council, e-tender are invited from the reputed
manufacturers or their authorized di/stributors/dealers or registered suppliers/Agenciesfor
purchase of General Sports Kit for Khelo India State Centre of Excellence J&K Sports Council Water
Sports Academy Dalgate Srinagar and Fencing Academy M.A Stadium Jammu:-

Name of the Work :- Estimated Cost
(inLacs)

Rs. 21,00,000/-

Supply of bulk type Cylinders for Disaster Ward at SKIMS, MCH, Bemina

.No | Particul Adv. f Te
6. NIT No. EE/CD-I/DB/NIT/2021-22/11 (ID No 2021_IFC_204075_1) The complete tender document is available at website http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidders/tenderers may S:No| Particulars dv. Cost Cog;gumeer::er
. _ . i . view, download the e-bid document, seek clarifications and submit their bids online up to the date and time -
H. 0. A 2711-Non Plan, Name _Of Work: Clc?anmg/ Ren:loval of O_b mentioned in the table below. Tender Document contains qualifying criteria for bidders. Specifications, Bills of 1 Supply of General Sports Kit for KISCE J&K Sports Rs 15 Lacs Rs 2000/
structions from Meera Bagh Bridge to Basaidarapur Bridge and its Quantities, & Terms and conditions of the contract and other relevant details. Council Water Sports Academy Dalgate Srinagar
vicinity on right Bank of Najafgarh Drain E. C. - Rs. 18,73,640/- pe- I) | Date and time of downloading/Sale of tender documents 12.06.2021 from 11:00 Hours. 2 g”pply_lol_f Geperi{ Szorts KI\I; onrsTli_CE ‘j&K Sports Rs 15 Lacs Rs 2000/-
. . . . . . i ouncll Fencin caaem B adium Jammu
riod of Completion of 60 days (Date of submission & opening of bid on (Starting Date). 9 Y
14.06.2021 at 3.00 PM & 3.05 P.M. respectively) ii) | Date & Time of Bidding Queries/clarification/Pre-bid meet 14.06.2021 at 14:00 Hours. Date of Publishing of tender 09.06.2021 from 04.00 P.M

Period of Down loading of documents 09.06.2021 from 04.30 P.M to 30.06.2021 upto
4.00P.M

12.06.2021 from 10.00A.M

30.06.2021 upto 4.00 P.M

01.07.2021 after 11:00 A.M or subsequent date in
the office of Secretary, J&K Sports Council,
Bakhshi, Stadium Srinagar

The tender documents along with other Terms and Conditions of the NIT and relevant documents
can be downloaded from the website http://jktenders.govt.in The tender shall be uploaded in
electronic format on the website http://jktenders.govt.in The bidders shall have to upload scanned
copies of all necessary documents like CDR/PAN/GST Number/ Demand Draft/ (Tender fee)/
registration certificate duly renewed. The cost of tender documents shall be deposited in the
J&K Bank bearing Account No.: 0067040100006185, IFSC Code: JAKAOStreet, Branch:
H.S.H. Street. The cost of tender document is non refundable.

No.SC/3816/1200-1205

iii) | Last Date & Time of Bid Uploading

iv) | Date of Submission of hard copies (only Original EMD/DD for
Document Fee)

18.06.2021 upto 16:00 Hours

7. NIT No. EE/CD-I/DB/NIT/2021-22/12 (ID No 2021_IFC_204074 1) 19.06.2021 upto 14:00 Hours

H. O. A.:- 2711-Non Plan, Name of Work:- Repair of existing road on
right bank of Najafgarh Drain from Pankha Road Outfall U/S (i.e. RD v)
37180m to RD 36780m) E. C. - Rs. 37,61,205/- period of Completion of
60 days (Date of submission & opening of bid on 14.06.2021 at 3.00 PM vi)
& 3.05 P.M. respectively.)

Note :- 1) Details of above mentioned works & eligibility criteria can be
seen and downloaded from the web site https:/goviprocurement.delhi.
gov.in

Bid submission start date

Bid submission end date (online documents)
Date & time of opening of Bids ( online)

Date & Time of Commercial/technical Bid (Cover-l) opening 21.06.2021 11:00 Hours ( or next

convenient day) .

Date & Time of Financial Bid(Cover-lind) Opening of the
qualifying Bidders

Shall be intimated separately.

vii) | Cost of e-bid Document Rs.1000/- (Rupees One Thousand

& Only)

Rs. 42000/- (Rupees forty-two
thousand only

10days
MPLAD for the year 2021-23

viii)| Amount of Earnest Money Deposit(CDR/FDR)

ix) | Completion Time

2. Amendment(s)/ alteration(s) / corrigendum if any, will be available at
x) | BudgetHead

website only.

No:-SIMS 139 EX/MECH/547/2021-552-61-6448-50

Executive Engineer Sd/- Dated: 09.06.2021 Sd/-
Dated:- 11/06/2021 Executive Engineer, SECRETARY,
DIP/Shabdarth/0095/21-22 CD-l No:-SIMS 6450 Dated:- 12.06.2021 Mechanical, SKIMS DIPK-NB-1180/21 J&K Sports Council
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CM launches 22 oxygen
plants at nine hospitals

We are preparing for the next surge on war footing: Kejriwal

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Saturday inaugurated
22 oxygen plants at nine Del-
hi government hospitals.

The Pressure Swing Ad-
sorption (PSA) oxygen plants
have a total production ca-
pacity of 17.3 metric tonnes.
Seventeen more oxygen
plants are scheduled to be-
come operational by July.

Mr. Kejriwal said the peo-
ple of Delhi as well as doc-
tors, nurses, paramedic staff
and sanitation workers
fought with discipline and
hard work to control the lat-
est surge. “I know of many
doctors who did not go back
to their homes for days. I
want to thank them on be-
half of the people of Delhi.
The latest wave was very fa-
tal,” he added.

Mr. Kejriwal said the in-
tensity of the latest surge
was “very severe” with peo-
ple falling “dangerously
sick” resulting in loss of ma-
ny loved ones so much so
that virtually no home was
left untouched.

The Delhi government is
preparing to tackle a possi-
ble “third wave” and is set-
ting up necessary infrastruc-
ture to ensure sufficient
oxygen supply, he said.

“We are now at risk of a
third wave. We are receiving
indications that the U.K. has
already started experiencing
the third wave and the cases
are rising rapidly even
though 45% of the people
are already vaccinated there.
So, we also have to be fully
prepared for the same. Your

2 policemen

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Two Delhi Police assistant
sub-inspectors were alleged-
ly assaulted by a group of
people at the Singhu border
where farmers have been
protesting against the new
agriculture laws.

A senior officer said that
two policemen, posted with
the Special Branch, were on
duty in civil clothes. The in-
cident happened on June 10
when they were deployed at
the Singhu border.

IN BRIEF

Five injured during

clash in Bhajanpura

NEW DELHI

Five persons suffered injuries
after a fight broke out
between two groups in north-
east Delhi's Bhajanpura, police
said on Saturday, adding there
was no communal angle to the
incident. The fight broke out
allegedly over opening of a
colony gate. Police said legal
action has been initiated
against both the parties.

. Timings

DELHI
SUNDAY, JUN. 13

RISE 05:24 SET 19:20
\_ RISE 07:32 SET 21:57
MONDAY, JUN. 14

RISE 05:24 SET 19:21
\_ RISE 08:29 SET 22:41
TUESDAY, JUN. 15

RISE 05:24 SET 19:21
\_ RISE 09:28 SET 23:21
Delhi Weather max  min
Delhi City 36 28
Safdarjang 36 28
Palam 39 27

Delhi Palam Today

36°C One or two spell of rain
and thunderstorm with gusty
winds likely at some places.
Warm and humid day with
cloudy sky.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
35°C Few spell of rain and
thunderstorm may occur at
some places. Humid day with
cloudy sky would prevail.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.
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for the authenticity of any advertisement
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products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
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Nurses take a look at the oxygen plant installed at Deep
Chand Bandhu Hospital on Saturday. =sHiv KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

government is committed to
preparing with full convic-
tion,” the CM added.

“I want to thank the in-
dustries for their support
during this pandemic, espe-
cially Roshni Nadar Malho-
tra, chairperson of HCL
Technologies,, who agreed
to provide 6,000 cylinders
at my single phone call,” Mr.
Kejriwal said.

The latest surge in Delhi
saw a huge shortage of oxy-
gen, Mr. Kejriwal said, ad-
ding the city is not an indus-
trial State and therefore does
not have its own source of
oxygen production. The re-
quirement of oxygen had in-
creased manifold to 700 MT
during the crisis.

Delhi did not have the
means of production or even
tankers to procure oxygen
from Haryana and Uttar Pra-
desh on the directions of the
Centre, but now we have to
be fully prepared, he said.

“We cannot do away with
our responsibilities of ma-
naging the third wave. Your
government is working on
war footing. A few days ago, I

Protesting farmers said
that the officers were as-
saulted when they were
found taking photographs at
the protest site.

Sustained injuries

A senior officer said that one
of the policemen suffered a
fracture in his hand and
another sustained injuries
in his leg. They were rushed
to a hospital and were dis-
charged after treatment.
The officers were “beaten
up by people present at the

inaugurated oxygen storage
tanks, because even if we
procure oxygen from outside
Delhi, we do not have the ca-
pacity to store the oxygen,”
he said. “I am very happy to
be inaugurating the 22 oxy-
gen plants. This is a huge de-
velopment. A total of 27 PSA
plants have been started in
Delhi,” he further said.

More supply
The CM added that six oxy-
gen plants had already been
started by the Centre and se-
ven plants were going to be-
gin soon. “The pandemic
cannot be fought alone and I
thank the Central govern-
ment for supporting the Del-
hi government,” he said.
Another 17 plants will be
installed by July, the CM said,
adding that the government
was also procuring oxygen
tankers to mitigate the im-
pact of the third wave.
Earlier in the day, Delhi
Legislative Assembly Speak-
er Ram Niwas Goel inaugu-
rated three PSA oxygen
plants at Rajiv Gandhi Super
Specialty Hospital.

assaulted at Singhu border

protest site and an investiga-
tion is being conducted to
ascertain the identity of
those involved”.

Talking about why the of-
ficers were in civil dress, the
officer stated that police-
men from Special Branch
are regularly sent to the
protest site to gather Intelli-
gence for any possible ac-
tion that needs to be taken
by security agencies. A case
has been registered on
charges of assaulting a pu-
blic servant while on duty.

Delhi reports
213 new cases,
28 deaths

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The downward trend in
COVID-19 cases continued
in Delhi with 213 new cas-
es reported over the past
24 hours, taking the total
to 14,30,884 on Saturday.
Twenty-eight more deaths
pushed the toll to 24,800.

A total of 71,513 tests
were conducted in a single
day and the test positivity
rate was 0.3%.

There are 3,610 active
cases in the city.

During the latest surge,
the positivity rate had
touched 36% on April 22.

Vaccination picks up
Earlier in the day, Aam
Aadmi Party leader Atishi
said the 18-44 age group is
coming out in large num-
bers to get the jab.

“One lakh doses of vac-
cines are available for the
youth, including 33,000
doses of Covaxin, which is
being used to give the se-
cond dose, and 67,000
doses of Covishield. Co-
vaxin stock for the youth
will last three days and
Covishield for two days.
We hope that the Centre
maintains a regular supply
of vaccines for the youth.”

Meanwhile, Delhi Fi-
nance Minister Manish Si-
sodia said that during a
GST Council meeting on
Saturday, he had urged the
council to make many
items related to COVID-19
tax-free, but the Central
government opposed it.

“Masks, sanitisers, ox-
imeters and thermome-
ters have become part of
daily expenditure. The
Centre should make them
tax-free,” Mr. Sisodia said.
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2041 dratt plan envisions
Capital as a 24-hour city’

Document lays out steps to promote night-time economy

SHINJINI GHOSH
NEW DELHI

Apart from promoting the
concept of a ‘24-hour city’
and fostering night-time eco-
nomy, the draft Master Plan
for Delhi (MPD) - 2041 also
proposes to encourage pu-
blic transporters such as the
Delhi Metro Rail Corpora-
tion (DMRC) and the Delhi
Transport Corporation
(DTC) to operate low fre-
quency night-time services
along earmarked routes
across the national Capital.

In its bid to develop and
strengthen economic
centres, the plan proposes
to foster night-time econo-
my. “Nodes, precincts or cir-
cuits shall be identified for
continuing work, cultural
activity and entertainment
at night to attract tourists
and locals. This will improve
economic yield by extending
utilisation of work spaces
and safety by promoting a vi-
brant night life,” read the
draft plan.

Public transport
The draft MPD-2041 states
that one of the primary ob-
jectives is to build on the
Capital’s extensive public
and shared transport infras-
tructure to reduce depen-
dence on private vehicles.
As a part of special servic-
es, the draft MPD - 2041
states: “The plan targets
night-time economies to
promote higher economic

To disincentivise private transport, the draft plan proposes
restricting availability of public parking in markets. =fiLe pHOTO

productivity as well as in-
creasing availability of vi-
brant and safe public spaces
at night. The DMRC and the
DTC will be encouraged to
operate low frequency
night-time services along
earmarked routes or for spe-
cial events or festivals.”

The plan also suggests fare
rationalisation to improve
utilisation of public transport
for short and medium dis-
tances, frequent intra-city
trips and increased ridership
in high-density areas.

Congestion charges
To disincentivise private
transport and increase re-
liance on public or shared
modes of transport, the
draft plan also proposes con-
gestion pricing and restrict-
ing availability of public
parking in markets, cultural
hubs and work centres.
“Road-owning agencies in
consultation with traffic pol-
ice shall notify specific areas

in the city as congestion pric-
ing zones. Parking charges to
be used as a tool for disin-
centivising private transport
usage. Dynamic pricing for
peak and off-peak periods,
on and off-street parking to
be utilised to decongest
areas with high vehicular
footfall,” the plan reads.
According to the draft
MPD-2041, concerned agen-
cies will also be required to
identify specific areas with
heavy footfall such as tourist
hotspots and markets as
“pedestrian only” zones.
“Tactical urbanism mea-
sures to convert streets into
fully pedestrian zones for
specific time durations to be
encouraged, so that overall
traffic flow is not ham-
pered,” the draft plan stated.
The draft plan was recent-
ly put in the public domain
by the Delhi Development
Authority and stakeholders
were invited to put forth ob-
jections and suggestions.

Over 4.5 lakh have received ration: Delhi govt.

Scheme is a walk-in process and does not require beneficiaries to pre-register

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

More than 4.5 lakh residents
have been provided free ra-
tion by the Delhi govern-
ment so far and efforts are
under way to iron out issues
related to the supply of ra-
tion at a few sites over the
last few days.

According to the Delhi go-
vernment, as much as 5,000
MT of dry ration has been
provided at centres in the
form of combined entitle-
ment consisting of 5 kg of
foodgrains, including 4 kg of
wheat and 1 kg of rice, per
beneficiary so far.

The Delhi government is

distributing dry ration at
such sites, which include
280 schools, and 5,000 MT
will become available at such
centres within a week.

The distribution is carried
out by the staffers of the Di-
rectorate of Education, mun-
icipal corporations and oth-
er departments in
coordination with the area
District Magistrate between
10 a.m. and 4 p.m. on all
working days except gazet-
ted holidays and Sundays.

The scheme does not in-
volve the beneficiaries to do
any pre-registration and is a
walk-in process on the basis
of beneficiary details such as

name, parentage, mobile
number, Aadhaar which are
utilised to generate atoken
number via SMS.

According to the govern-
ment, those in need of dry
ration, who do not possess
ration cards, are eligible to
receive relief under the in-
itiative.

Helped many
Amrita, a resident of Khich-

dipur village said, “A lot of

people have lost their jobs,
and are finding it difficult to
feed their families being the
sole breadwinners. The
scheme has aided such peo-
ple and many others who

were facing adversities dur-
ing this pandemic.”

Delhi Food and Civil Sup-
plies Minister Imran Hussain
said, “A large number of peo-
ple turned up at several
centres in excess of what was
expected. But people should
not be concerned. We have
placed orders with the FCI
for more foodgrains, which
will arrive soon.”

Mr. Hussain added that
the government had taken
note of all kinds of grievanc-
es reported and sought to is-
sue an assurance that the
process will be further
streamlined in the coming
days.

Major fire breaks out at Lajpat Nagar Central Market

33 fire tenders
were pressed
into service

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A major fire broke out at Laj-
pat Nagar’s Central Market
on Saturday. No injuries
were reported, the police
said, adding that a case has
been registered.

Delhi Fire Services chief
Atul Garg said that a call was
received at 10.30 a.m. re-
garding a fire in a showroom
after which 33 fire tenders
were pressed into service in
the next four hours till the
fire was doused.

Cause not ascertained
Cooling-off operation conti-
nued till late evening, Mr.

Firefighters douse the blaze at Lajpat Nagar Central Market in

New Delhi on Saturday. =r.v. MmoorRTHY

Garg said.

The Fire department said
that the blaze first started
from four showrooms and la-
ter spread to the fifth shop.

Mr. Garg said that the cause
of fire is yet to ascertained.
He also added that it was due
to the firemen and timely
response that the blaze

didn’t spread to residential
areas behind the show-
rooms. “There were 100 fire-
fighters on the spot,” he said.

The police said that senior
officers from the force and
fire department reached the
spot and BSES and IGL were
also asked to cut supply im-
mediately. “The crime team
and forensic team were also
called to inspect the spot. A
case under Section 285 [for
negligent act endangering
human life] of the Indian Pe-
nal Code has been registered
and investigation will be
done accordingly,” said a se-
nior officer.

Delhi Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal tweeted: “I am
constantly monitoring the
situation and in constant
touch with the fire depart-
ment officials”.

BJP attacks
AAP govt. over
ration scheme

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi BJP on Saturday
staged a demonstration ov-
er the Delhi government’s
alleged failure to imple-
ment the ‘one nation one
ration card’ scheme.

The protest was staged at
the Shahdara chowk taxi
stand and led by Delhi BJP
president Adesh Gupta.
North-East Delhi MP Manoj
Tiwari, Leader of Opposi-
tion Ramvir Singh Bidhuri,
State general secretary
Harsh Malhotra and MLA Ji-
tender Mahajan also partici-
pated in the agitation.

“When 34 States and Un-
ion Territories have already
started this scheme, what is
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal’s compulsion not to do
so in Delhi? The Delhi go-
vernment is in the grips of
the ration mafia and hence
wants to start ‘Ghar Ghar
Ration Scheme’. It is a scam
and not a scheme,” said Mr.
Gupta.

“Mr. Kejriwal wants to
distribute ration under the
PM Gareeb Kalyan Yojna as
his own scheme, which
smacks of corruption.
When this ration reaches
the needy and poor it will
include cost of packaging
and delivery, making it cos-
tlier,” Mr. Bidhuri claimed.

Mr. Tiwari alleged that
the Delhi government’s de-
cision to deprive residents
of the Central government’s
ration benefits by not im-
plementing the ‘one nation
one ration card’ scheme
was “cheap politics”.
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BRIDEGROOMS WANTED

SUITABLE MATCH for Born-Again
Christian  Girl 34/5'5", BE working
in MNC. Seeking Born-Again, Chris-
tian boy > 5 5” Slim, with Chris-
tian values, age 33-36, Profession-
al education but IT preferred,
working in India or Abroad.
E:beblessed2022 @ gmail.com

SEEKING A PQM, well settled in In-
dia or abroad, cosmopolitan, under
35, for a good looking working Mus-
lim girl, 30, married and separat-
ed in 3 months. Religion no bar.
Call 9326524325.

SC, AGE 31, Fair, MBBS, MD, Doctor,
Chennai. Seeks:Doctor, B.E in MNC
or Any Govt.9710840909, 7845089996

NAIDU-AYELYAM-KADAKAM DOCTOR-MBBS
qualfd, 29/5.2, Fair,  Chennai.
Seeks suitable groom(Doctor only)
MBBS/MD/MS/DM/MCH. 9283103568,
9841024544

VANNIYAR, BDS, 26, Avittam, fair
and rich girl seeks alliance from
same caste MDS/MBBS groom.
Contact:9894273699

WANTED GROOM well educated ( Doc-
tor/Civil  services/Engineer) ~ for
Hindu,  Kallar(mukulathor) ~Pillai,
Mudaliar. 29 years, Fair, gynaecol-
ogist (M.B.B.S.,M.S)by profession,
working in Chennai .7200442353.

A well settled Christian family from AP
is looking for a committed Christian
Groom below 32yrs, and working in
senior management level for their
beautiful Daughter 26yrs MBA.
Language and caste not an important
criteria. No Mediators. Please contact
on WhatsApp: 9866268791 (or)
finnysamuelneelam @ gmail.com.

EZHAVA GIRL- 28/178, M.E, MNC in
Chennai, seeking  suitable  al-
liance. CNB. Ct-9380648656

WANTED GROOM

NAIR GIRL, 29/155 cms, fair,
beautiful, slim, homely, MBA,
Pooram star, Kochi based
reputed Menon family, working
at Bangalore looking for a
smart, well qualified, Bangalore
employed Nair boy. Contact:
Mobile: 9847912664, Email:
menonvijayakumar@ymail.com

CSI CHRISTIAN Nadar Girl Fair,
Good Looking, 03-04-1986 born /
152cm / M.Sc M.Phil, working as As-
sistant Professor in a Reputed Wom-
en’s College, Mount Road, Chennai.
Both Parents Doctors  (Private),
Suitable Alliance, Employed / Set-
ted in Chennai / With Clean
Habits from Same Community. Con-
tact: 9841182514

CHRISTIAN NADAR Girl Working in Eu-
rope, MTech PhD. IIT Bombay DOB:
18/09/1989,  Height: 165 cm.
9486314768

RC CHRISTIAN 36yrs/167cms S/W Engi-
neer Udayar Unmarried. Seeks suit-
able unmarried groom. Caste Reli-
gionllNo Bar. 9943084508 joseph154@
gmai

HINDU VANNIYA kula kshtriyar Aswini
26/155 cm MBBS from educated upper
middle class family seeks Doctor from
same caste..contact 9442001254.

NAIDU 25 years BE (100% Deaf) Bank
6-7 lakhs seeks graduate and good
Salaried groom. Caste no bar.
9042072391/9789972391.

HINDU SC PR Kongu 1984 MBBS
DCH Doctor,working in Govt Hospital
seeks suitable groom.Ct: 94436-80973

HINDU ADIDRAVIDAR Kongu Parayar
30, BE, M.Tech, Ph.D seeks Educat-
ed Profnl  Groom. 8760883559/
8973345370.

HINDU MUDALIAR Divorcee, 42/168cm,
Working as  University Professor
inUSA, CNB, Seeks Suitable Well
Settled Groom in USA or Eligible
and wiling to Settle USA, Now
Bride in Chennai for 2months. Ct:
73584 28843

KONGU VELLALAR, Manian kulam, Coim-
batore, educated, affluent busi-
ness family seeks KV Groom from af-
fluent families around Coimbatore
for their daughter (DOB:120397/
169cms), convent educated, good
looking, MIB, Mesham, Ashwini 4,
Rishaba Laknam. CT: 94431 56244.

HINDU, 32/ 152, B.E. Middle Class.
Divorcee. Seeks Suitable Groom.
Caste No Bar. Ct : 94896 95984

EMPLOYED QUALIFIED bridegrooms is
wanted for SC/AD/MSC/DB 1983/
Vishakam ,Dhulam bride 9498313625,
9444866276

PILLAI,25/163, FAIR, BE, SWE,
TCS,5Lac.PA, Well to do fmly, Sks
India/Abroad, CNB. 7299576644,
7299576666

MUDALIAR 26, M.Tech, 165cm,Good
looking, ~wellsettled family ~ seeks
suitable Groom.Ct:8778514465/
7200866346
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ALLIANCE WANTED

For Fair, Beautiful & Charming Hindu

Nadar Girl 32 yrs

/ 145 cm B.Tech.,

MBA. Father Business Man affluent

Family in Chennai.

Looking for Handsome Groom

27 - 33 yrs. Entrepreneur / Working

Professional from reputed Family

preferably Chennai based.

Contact: 98945 57333 / 99443 32299
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GROOM WANTED 5
Kamma Naidu only /24 Yrs ¢

£ B. Arch & Plus Two Rank Holder -q
E slim & Beautiful / Very wellto do.
. Seeks well qualified. Elite and g
4
]
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Decent Family, Chennai / Abroad.

T

CONTACT
98410 24677 | 98405 36366
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MUSLIM

A well established Muslim
family seeks alliance for their
convent educated graduate
29years/5'3" daughter.
Alliance invited from
respectable business family
or boy well settled in a highly
paid job in metropolitan
cities inand outside India.

Contact- 9412273364

or
What's app. to 9319245943

MUDALIYAR GIRL, 27Yrs /Doctor, Di-
vorced. Seeks Well Settled & Edu-
cated Unmarried Groom,Caste no

bar. Contact 19442287394,
9600644953

KARKATHAR PILLAI Girl, B.
Tech(lIT), MBA(IIM), 26Yrs, Fair,

163cm, Earning 26 Lakhs PA, re-
quires well qualified Bridegroom
upto 30yrs from a Good Family.Ct:98
41486877/9080234197

HINDU NADAR Widow, Divoced. Widow-
er Grooms Wanted for Remarriage.Ct
Pandian & ThangaNadar Padi
9444017196

HINDU/ NADAR, Poosam, Kadagam
30/165cms, MD Anaesthesia seeks
suitable Groom. Cell.9677763810.

NAIDU HASTHAM 30/165 pursuing Ph.D
well mannered seeks India based
well educated employed/business de-
cent income groom born after 1986
from good upper middle class fami-
. Subsect no bar. 9790908109/
9884822228

<

NAIDU ISSUELESS Divorcee,45/151cms,
ACS MBA, Empl, PSU looking for
Bridegroom  Chennai-CNB,  Ph-
8778873501

NAIDU 27, 5.5cm, B.Tech, ECE, Pre-
UPSC, Fair Sravana & Naidu Girl.
5.2. Diploma. Fair 24. Meena race
Seeks  well educated  Grooms
8939422758

Gavara Naidu,36/153 Fair, Pooradam,
MSc.SWE USA over 100K seeks
Groom 9940644626

Wanted bridegroom for IAS officer
(West Bengal cadre) ht160cms 32
years Civil servants/ Doctors/RBI or
Nationalised Bank officers preferred.
Native place Tamil Nadu . Contact

: 8870327419.

BRIDES WANTED

35, ASTHAM Kanni, 165cm, MBA, Man-
ager Pvt. Chennai, 90K pm seeks
suitable  Veg,  Degree  Bride.
9381725577

TAMIL 59 Fair Well settled. Seeks
Widow/Divorcee. Apply with Photos.
Ct: podhi303@gmail.com

HINDU, NAIDU Groom, fair, Chennai,

271190,  final  year  M.S.(Gen.
Surgery), seeks Bride with match-
ing horos cope-98409 01541- E-
mail: mrsmeenassn @gmail.com

1985/175cm. IT. 25 Lakhs PA. Chen
nai. Father Doctor. Seeks well educa
ted bride. WhatsApp: 9629012248

AGAMUDAIYA MUDALIYAR, 39/170,
divorsed, slim Ph.D TNGovt 94000pm,
Mirugasiridam1 9942556572

MENON YOUTH 45/182 Divorcee no
issue B.Tech MBA MNC at Kochi invite
employed/business lady. Having child
will also considered. Mob. 9633001187

Invite Proposals for a Trivandrum Ba-
sed Nair Boy, 28/5.6", B.E. Working in
a US Based MNC, Star Thrikketta,
from well Educated Nair Girls. Contact
9446094675 Inalinakumari@yahoo.in

HINDU NAIR/PILLAI Groom 35/165 Re-
vathy BTech IT work in UST Global,
Rs.11 Lakhs PA, Own flat in Chen-
nai seeks Bride. Contact:
9042553215.

HINDU VELLALAR Pillai, Fair 31 /
180cms , seeking fair , good look-
ing, well educated bride from af-
fluent family for a highly quali-
fied legal  executive  settled
aboard. CNB Contact 9840077392

NAIR DOCTOR (M.D.S) 44 Years. Di-
vorced. Well Settled in Chennai
Seeks Suitable Bride. Ct:
9677207214

DOCTOR BRIDE below 41 req for well
settted Non Medico / Naidu /
Professional.Any Fc / Bc OK.Ct.
8667715474

HINDU BC,28YRS MA,M.phil, (Blind
groom). 9-10L college, seeks sim-
ple & good attitude bride. -9551
343919.

CHRISTIAN, DIVORCED, 53yrs/
178cm, Business man from Madurai
seeks Bride less than 45 years. Caste
/ religion no Bar. Must be good lookin:
and good personality. Ct: 9677321967

NADAR 56 Sports Man (Genuine per-
son), Chennai. Good Income. Seeks
Genuine Bride in Any BC.Unmarried/W
idow/Divorcee(in court) :8144005354

CALIFORNIA BASED High Status Mu-
daliyar, Citizen USA & India 29/
165 handsome, smart business de-
gree working in Accenture, Seeks
girl from high status family 22-29
yrs matching horoscope only US cit-
izen /PR/ H1B/F1 in USA. Send with
Astrological to WhatsApp:
0015103968581 or Email to
subra_guna@yahoo.com

KAVARA NAIDU 29/170 MBBS working
GH. 60K pm sks MBBS,MD,MS Dr
bride.Caste/All  Languages no bar
9442696079

GAVARA NAIDU 28/169cm, MBBS MD
studyingDM seeks Doctor Bride Ct
9444049457/ vthayalanacs @
yahoo.co.in

Exclusive matchmaking service for the elite

From BharatMatrimony

ELITE BRIDES WANTED

BRAHMIN, 25, 183 cms, Management Professional,
pursuing Masters in Business Administration. Lives in
New York. Father is an affluent Businessman with a
good net worth. Looking for a well educated match
from the same community. Contact: 6366448343

MUDALIYAR, 27, 168 cms, Doctor, Bachelors in
Medicine. Lives in Thiruvannamalai.
affluent Businessman with a good net worth. Looking
for a well educated match. Contact: 6366448345

VANNIA KULA KSHATRIYAR, 26, 175 cms,
Businessman, Masters in Business Management. Lives
in Chennai. Father is an affluent Businessman with a
good net worth. Looking for an affable and well
educated match. Contact: 6366448346

NADAR/CASTE NO BAR, 25, 165 cms,
Businessman, Masters in Engineering from a reputed
Institute. Lives in Nagercoil. Belongs to an affluent
business family with a good net worth. Looking for a
compatible match. Contact: 6366448346

THEVAR/KALLAR, 30, 180 cms, Professional,
Bachelors in Engineering. Lives in Chennai. Father is a
working Professional. Looking for a suitable well
educated match. Contact: 6366448344

Father is an

ELITE GROOMS WANTED

BRAHMIN, 27, 163 cms, Management Professional,
Masters in Management. Lives in Mumbai. Father is a
working Professional. Family is affluent. Looking for a
compatible and well educated match from the same
community. Contact: 6366448344

BRAHMIN, 34, 165 cms, Divorced, Media
Professional, Masters in Business Administration. Lives
in Chennai. Father is a working Professional. Looking
for an amiable and well educated match from any
community. Contact: 6366448343

MUDALIYAR, 27, 165 cms, Entrepreneur, Masters in
Management. Lives in Erode. Father is an affluent
Businessman with a good net worth. Looking for a
well educated match. Contact: 6366448344

PILLAI/CASTE NO BAR 27, 165 cms, Doctor,
Bachelors in Medicine. Lives in Chennai. Father is an
affluent Businessman with a good net worth. Looking
for a suitable match. Contact: 6366448345

CHRISTIAN, 24, 165 cms, pursuing Doctorate. Lives
in USA. Father is a working Professional. Looking for a
compatible and well educated match from the same
community. Contact: 6366448346

Call for Free Consultation @ 99629 76000
www.elitematrimony.com

HINDU NADAR BE MS Working in US
Age 27 Height 180cm Monthly Income
5LK.ARamanNadarCt: 93807 91999

¢/ VANNIA KULA Kshatriya / Saiva
Pillai 33, 179cms, Asst Manager, MS
(UK). Lives in Chennai. Father is
Senior Advocate. Family is Afflu-
ent & Elite. Looking for well set-
tled match from any community.
Call 9840111784

9 v PILLAI MS(ENGG) Hastham working

in Califormia H1B visa, 32/170,
seeks bride working as software/
other  professional in  India/USA
Ct: 8903293576, 9080127348

VANNIYAR, 29, B.Tech, M.B.A, hand-
some, Business man(Computer Spa-
res - Wholesale Distributor), Pondi-
cherry. Monthly income:1,50,000/-.
Seeks Good looking, homely girl.
Ct:9790115565 (Brother)

DKV 32 / 176cm BE Working in
Netharland, Parents Hindu / CSI.
Seeks Bride, BE or Any Degree.
8056143638

SUITABLE EDUCATED (working/non
working) Tamil Brahmin lyer Bride
for Tamil Brahmin lyer Groom,27
years, Kritigai Star, 57" height,
IT professional working in Doha,
Qatar, contact: (whatsapp no) 00
974 55669859

Sozhia Vellalar , MCA, 45 Years, [T/
70| Per  Month.  Contact:
9444959350.

PILLAI,28/183, HANDSOME, BE, SWE,
HCL,6Lac.PA, Well Settled, Seeks
graduate, CNB. 7299576644,
7299576666

HINDU PILLAI, 42, 30,000 p.m seeks
suitable Bride. Divorcee or Widow,
Caste no Bar Contact: 9488070659

STAR ASHWINI, Udithya Gothram,Jan
75 born,25LPA,Divorced (unconsum-
mated marriage) Chennai based,
Tamil Brahmin lyer Boy seeks Unmar-
ried/ Divorced (No child) family
oriented Brahmin Girl with clean
habits.9385807542,
rajeshvenkataramani4 @ gmail.com

Brahmin lyer Boy, 33 Yrs, B. Tech,
seeks Educated, Simple, Understan-
ding Bride, from a middle class Family.
Boy is Financially well off. Phone:
9884381535.

IYER VADAMAL Boy Kashyabha
Sathayam Kumbham 30/180 BE (CSC),
product development manager (www.
mentisinc.com), Chennai salary
equal to upper middle, clean
habits, seeks suitable employed/un-
employed bride. Ct:9841022490/
9841022284 Chithi/Chithapa

VIGNESH, VADAMA, Kaushik, Meenam,
Revathi, DOB: 03.05.89, CA Inter,
Ford, 1Lac PM. Seeks well educated
good looking girl. Age bellow 30
Years. Send  Horoscope. Ct:
9884824939

ALLIANCE INVITED from good natured
homely Brahmin Girl for a smart,
soft spoken, 1972 born,never mar-
ried, Chennai based Tamil lyer
from a decent & happy family.
B.sc/ Carnatic mridangist by Pro-
fession/10 L  p.a/clean habits/
toured foreign countries. Divorcee
without issue no bar.9840890353 /
9940089010/ nvijaysiva@yahoo.com

HANDSOME BOY good character 31 yrs
BE, MBA at London Now IT consul-
tant at CHICAGO needs suitable
girl from respectable family from
washerman community or any other
human touch nature of Hindu fami-
ly. No Marriage Broker. 8939548874
/8903568742

Telugu lyer / Vadhulasa Dravida / Ut-
tarabhadra / 30 / 173 / BSc / Own
Business [Vizag] /12 Lac PA/ Seeks
suitable Graduate Bride. Contact Mrs.
Vijaya Lakshmi 9573539080

WANTED BRIDE

KAMMA 28, 6, MBBS, MS (GS) Gold
Medalist, DMAS (Dip. in Minimal
access Surgery) MRCS(Edinburgh)
Fellowship in Liver Transplant
Surgery (Kings College, London).
Father, Mother also doctors.
Having 700 Beds Own Hospital. Req.
Only Gynic Doctor. Caste : Kamma,
Balija, Reddy, Kapu (Direct)

© 96422 15777

TAMIL/ URDU, Sunni Muslim Ph.D.
(IIT) groom, 33/180 cm 15Lp/a,,
Second marriage alliance invited
From MBBS/BE bride Contact:
8939664885

SMU 27/169 ME Ph.D Mech. Teaching
Fellow Anna University, Chennai
Seeks MBBS/MDS/PG-Engg. Bride (Ur-
du/Tamil). Ct: 9444107569

MADURAI GROOM, Muslim urdu 27/
180 MBA, Manager Reliance, excellent
family background. 9384186586.

URDU SPEAKING Sunni Muslim, 30,
62", Cambridge educated, working
in Chennai, innocent divorcee look-
ing for good natured, modest Mus-
lim girl. contact 8939943132

BUSINESS OFFER
|___BUSINESS |

WE ARE Ready to Invest Long Term
Projects All Over the World: Ct:
08610936362/ 07708215904

OUR HIGH value traders are getting
15% returns monthly on their trad-
ing  platformWhat  about  U?
6381095123

BUSINESS FOR SALE

FACTORY R&D 2.5 Acres,JV/Sale,Pharm
a/Nutra/Bioproducts.Ct:9500023962

TECHNIC

FALCON PAINTS requires bulk resin
plant Chemist 3+yrs Exp. 9840529677

DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries and
satisfy themselves about the authenticity
of an advertisement before responding to
publication / advertisement any in this
newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD.,
the Publisher & Owner of this newspaper,
does not vouch for the genuineness of any
advertisement or advertiser or for any of
the advertiser's products and/or services.
In no event can the Owner, Publisher,
Printer, Editor, Director(s), Employee(s) of
this newspaper / company be held re-
sponsible/liable in any manner what so
ever for any claims and/or damages for
publications / advertisements in this
newspaper.

EDUCATIONAL
COMPUTER EDUCATION

FUSION SCM Online Trg 19th Jun 21
oraclenana.com/invpo

VACANCIES

W 110 Wt By U0 dapt b BSTTE
www.sathyabama.ac.in

Invites Application for the Post of
Professor
Associate Professor
Assistant Professor

ELIGIBILITY : PH.D | NET | SLET

Scientist

i the faliawing

Eligibility : Ph.D | PDF
CREATIVE DESIGNER

Candidates may apply
through this link
https:/iforms.gle/CE86PHxaLe7qkN9m8
Last date for submission is
20* June, 2021
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Rajasthan announces package
-19 orphans, widows

It includes ex gratia of X1 lakh, free education and pension

for COV

MOHAMMED IQBAL
JAIPUR

The Rajasthan government
on Saturday announced a fi-
nancial relief package for
the children who lost their
parents to the COVID-19 in-
fection and the women
whose husband died of the
disease during the pandem-
ic. The orphans and widows
will get an ex gratia of
lakh each, followed by a fi-
nancial assistance every
month.

As part of the Chief Minis-
ter’s Corona Baal Kalyan Yo-
jana, the children who lost
their parents will get ¥2,500
a month till they attain 18
years of age. The orphans

will be provided an assis-
tance of 35 lakh on the com-
pletion of 18 years as well as
free senior secondary edu-
cation and other benefits
under the scheme.

Amount for each child

The women whose husband
succumbed to the infection
will be given an ex gratia of
% lakh and a pension of
1,500 a month, irrespective
of their age and financial sta-
tus. They will also get
31,000 a month for raising
their children and 2,000
per year for their school
books and uniform. The
amount will be calculated
for each child separately.

The State government has
formulated the package fol-
lowing the instructions of
CM Ashok Gehlot, who was
concerned about the future
of orphans and widows fol-
lowing the death of the
earning head of the family.

Official sources said here
that the girl students of
these families studying in
the college would be given
preference in the admis-
sions to the hostels run by
the Department of Social
Justice and Empowerment.

The youths affected by
the tragedy in the family will
also get priority in the sanc-
tioning and payment of un-
employment allowance.

Trust party cadre, says Mayawati

BSP chief’s statement comes after sacking 2 senior leaders

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW
Bahujan Samaj Party chief
Mayawati on Saturday asked
her supporters and workers
to trust her party cadres,
but not party leaders as she
said some of them did not
hesitate before hurting the
interests of the party for sel-
fish gains and often got sold
out.

Ms. Mayawati’s warning,
at a meeting held here in
preparation for the 2022 Ut-

‘Corona mata’
temple built,
demolished

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PRATAPGARH (U.P.)

The residents at Juhi Shu-
kulpur village here built a
‘corona mata’ temple,
seeking divine grace to stay
clear of the infection. Ho-
wever, the temple built on
June 7 was demolished on
Friday night.

The villagers alleged
that it was demolished by
the police, which denied
the charge, saying it was
constructed on a disputed
site and one of the parties
involved in the dispute
razed it. The villagers said
the temple was construct-
ed five days ago with dona-
tions from local residents.

tar Pradesh Assembly polls,
comes days after she sacked
two senior party MLAs Ram
Achal Rajbhar and Lalji Ver-
ma on charges of indisci-
pline. Members of the OBC
community, the two leaders
were some of the few re-
maining fragments of the
BSP’s old-guard, still asso-
ciated with the party in the
post-Kanshiram era.
Following their expul-
sion, the leaders had hinted
that a dispute with a BSP

coordinator from Ambedkar
Nagar district had led to a
misunderstanding between
them and the chief.

Ms. Mayawati urged her
‘party people’ to trust the
BSP’s cadre more than the
leaders who, despite taking
the names of B.R. Ambed-
kar and Kanshiram, give im-
portance to their personal
greed. “They don’t hesitate
from hurting the interests of
the party and the movement
and get sold out.”

‘Sisodia’s accusation on Punjab

school education atrocious’

Amarinder says AAP leadership is obsessed with electoral politics

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH/NEW DELHI

Punjab Chief Minister Ama-
rinder Singh on Saturday de-
scribed as “atrocious” the
Aam Aadmi Party’s accusa-
tion that he has a “secret”
friendship with Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi.

The Chief Minister was
reacting to AAP leader and
Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia’s statement
after Punjab was ranked
number one in the Perfor-
mance Grading Index 2019-
2020 for school education
by the Centre.

In a hard-hitting reply to
the allegation, Capt.Singh
said the AAP leadership is so
“obsessed” with electoral
politics that it saw poll con-
spiracies even in something
as basic as school education.

The fact is that AAP,
which “failed” to make a
dent in Punjab’s political
arena over the past over four
years, can see the rout
which it is facing in the 2022
Assembly elections, he said
in a statement.

“Come to Punjab and I
will show you around our
schools,” Capt. Singh said,
adding that the revamp of
the State's schools was an ex-
ercise undertaken by his go-
vernment as top priority
and the ranking released by
the Union Education Minis-
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Amarinder Singh «

ter recently reflected the
success of those efforts.

‘Jugalbandji’ invite
“If you are really interested
in improving the education
system of Delhi, may be you
should do a ‘ugalbandi’
with me and I will teach you
how to manage things bet-
ter,” the Chief Minister re-
plied to Mr. Sisodia’s charge.

Punjab Education Minis-
ter Vijay Inder Singla also hit
out at his Delhi counterpart
saying: “The desperation of
Manish Sisodia was quite vis-
ible and understandable as
paid clamour about the rosy
picture of Delhi schools in
media by the AAP govern-
ment had comprehensibly
been exposed. While Punjab
got the top rank, Delhi has
not been placed in top fi-
ve....It has been placed on
sixth position.”

Mr. Singla said the teach-

“Take corrective steps in housing scheme’

Centre pulls up Odisha after irregularities were found in PMAY-G implementation

SATYASUNDAR BARIK
BHUBANESWAR

After coming across large
scale irregularities in the im-
plementation of the Prime
Minister Awas Yojana - Gra-
meen in Odisha, the Centre
has asked the State govern-
ment to take corrective mea-
sures.

A Central team led by
Gaya Prasad, Deputy Direc-
tor General of Department of
Rural Development, had vi-
sited the State on February 9
and 11 to conduct an inquiry
after a complaint from form-
er Union Tribal Affairs Minis-
ter and Sundargarh MP Jual
Oram.

“The Central team ob-

served several cases of irreg-
ularities relating to absence
of PMAY-G logo on houses,
lack of quality construction
and houses being shown as
completed on AwaasSoft,
but found incomplete during
inspection,” Union Rural De-
velopment Minister Naren-
dra Singh Tomar wrote to
Mr. Oram.

‘Recover funds’
Some of the prominent irreg-
ularities flagged by the team
include allotment of PMAY-G
houses to both father and
son and construction of
PMAY-G houses on govern-
ment land.

The Rural Development

Department had directed
the State Chief Secretary to
recover funds from ineligible
beneficiaries of the flagship
housing scheme.

At one place, beneficiaries
were found constructing
houses on government land.

“The State government
may consider regularising al-
lotment of land to beneficiar-
ies and allow them to pro-
ceed. If it is not agreeable to
the State government, then
the funds released to them
should be recovered,” the
team recommended.

The department also
asked the State government
to take stern action against
people involved in irregular-

ities and file police cases
against erring officials.

“The quality of construc-
tion noticed during inspec-
tions is very poor. The State
is requested to take mea-
sures to improve the quality
of the houses that have been
inspected during inquiry
and bring them to liveable
condition,” Nagendra Nath
Sinha, Rural Development
Secretary, said in a letter to
Odisha CS. The State must
improve the system of quali-
ty monitoring and adminis-
trative supervision to bring
significant improvements in
the quality of houses under
construction and those in-
spected, Mr. Sinha said.
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ers and other staff of the
Education department have
worked hard to bring the
State on the top position.
“Punjab has emerged as a
leading State in rejuvenating
school education by being a
pioneer in bringing in infras-
tructural development,
qualitative ~ improvement
and complying with RTE
norms in  government
schools,” he added.

Mr. Sisodia on Saturday
raised strong questions
against the report released
by the Central government.
“Crediting Punjab govern-
ment with the best govern-
ment schools in the country
at a time when the State has
seen the closure of more
than 800 schools, and sever-
al schools found to be func-
tioning as alcohol factories,
is a farce. It is crystal clear
that Captain Singh has the
blessings of Modiji,” he said.

The Delhi Education Mi-
nister went on to say that
quality education and learn-
ing has become a “joke” in
Punjab government schools.
“Modiji has released this re-
port to hide the inadequa-
cies in quality education of
Punjab. Many children had
to bear the brunt and pa-
rents had to transfer their
children to private schools,”
he said.

BJP flays AAP

Reacting to Mr. Sisodia’s al-
legations, the BJP said that
the problem with the AAP
leadership is that they are
Delhi’s local leaders but
wish to speak on every
State’s politics, including
that of Punjab, whose peo-
ple have repeatedly rejected
the party in every election
after 2017.

“When a Central govern-
ment report favours Delhi
government, they claim cre-
dit for their work. Why then
they try to discredit the
Centre’s report which goes
against them? Why did the
Delhi government during
the last six years push out 15
lakh weak students from
Class IX and XI, forcing
them to opt for NOIS school-
ing instead of helping them
improve,” BJP spokesperson
Harish Khurana asked.

(With inputs from PTI)

Police warn
against fake
news on
Virbhadra’s
health

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SHIMLA

The Himachal Pradesh Pol-
ice on Saturday warned pe-
ople against spreading ru-
mours regarding former
Chief Minister Virbhadra
Singh’s health on social
media.

The move came a day af-
ter former Minister and So-
lan BJP leader Mohinder
Nath Sofat and some others
posted on Facebook re-
garding Mr. Virbhadra’s
‘death’, just hours after the
ex-CM tested positive for
COVID-19 and was admit-
ted to the Indira Gandhi
Medical College Hospital
here for treatment.

Hospital Senior Medical
Superintendent Janak Raj
told PTI that his condition
is stable. The former CM
on his Facebook account
said he is healthy and be-
ing looked after by the
doctors.

After realising his mis-
take, Mr. Sofat deleted his
post and expressed regret
for it.

The police said strict le-
gal action will be taken
against those spreading
such rumours. “These acts
are in blatant violation of
the Disaster Management
and Information Technolo-
gy Acts. The police advise
such elements to stop it.”

Odishas daily cases drop below 5000

47 deaths were reported, taking the State’s toll to 3,257

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BHUBANESWAR

Odisha reported less than
5,000 daily COVD-19 cases
for the first time in 53 days,
with the State reporting
4,852 cases on June 12.

The State last reported
less than 5,000 cases at
4,851 on April 21. Odisha’s
total case load stands at
8,47,313. Its active cases
stand at 62,515, which had
once crossed the one lakh
mark.

Highest number of cases
— 649 — were reported from
Khordha district, followed
by 500 in Cuttack. Jajpur
and Balasore are two other
districts where more than
300 new cases were found.

The State has been steadi-
ly reporting a decline in the
daily spike in the cases since
the fourth week of May.

Test Positivity Rate (TPR),
an indication of prevalence
of infection, is 7.22% com-
pared to 7.87% on June 11. Of
the 67,122 tests conducted in
the last 24 hours, 4,852 per-
sons were found infected.
The TPR was once hovering
around 23% in the State,
while in some districts it had
soared to above 55%.

The highest daily spike of
12,852 was reported on May
23.

Forty-seven persons were
reported dead in the last 24
hours taking the total death
toll to 3,257, the highest ever

single-day death toll. As
death audits have picked up
at the district level, the num-
ber of deaths has been gra-
dually rising.

Out of 30 districts in Od-
isha, nine currently have
more than 2,500 actives cas-
es, which put them in the
red category. Another nine
districts have active cases
between 1,000 and 1,500,
for which they have been
marked yellow. The remain-
ing 12 districts are green as
the total active cases are un-
der 1,000.

Since the beginning of
June, the number of patients
recovering daily has exceed-
ed the number of fresh cas-
es.

DELHI POLLUTION CONTROL COMMITTEE
*-‘i‘i’-g;s DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, (GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI)
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visit us at : http://dpcc.delhigovt.nic.in

Committee.

DPCC, in Form I.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Kind Attention: All Producers, Recyclers and Manufacturers of Carry Bags, Recyclable Plastic Bags,
Multi-layered Packaging and Processing of Plastic Waste in NCT of Delhi.

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Govt. of India has notified the Plastic Waste Management
(Amendment) Rules, 2018. These rules shall apply to every waste generators, waste processors and
manufacturers of plastic carry bags, multi-layered packaging material.
As per Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules, 2018, all persons who generate, collect, store, transport,
re-use, recycle and dispose plastic waste in any form including importer, producer, individuals or agencies,
groups of individuals voluntarily engaged or authorized, are required to obtain registration under the Plastic
Waste Management (Amendment) Rules, 2018 and Consent to Operate under Water (Prevention and Control
of Pollution) Act, 1974 and Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 from Delhi Pollution Control

The Rule 13 of the Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules, 2018 provides:-

1. No person shall manufacture carry bags or recycle plastic bags or multilayered packaging unless the person
has obtained a registration from Delhi Pollution Control Committee, prior to the commencement of production;

2. Every producer shall, for the purpose of registration or for renewal of registration, make an application of

3. Every person recycling or processing waste or proposing to recycle or process plastic waste shall make an
application to the DPCC, for grant of registration or renewal of registration for the recycling unit, in Form Il.

4. Every manufacturer engaged in manufacturer of plastic to be used as raw material by the producer shall
make an application to the DPCC, for grant of registration or for the renewal of registration, in Form III.

The rule of 4(1) (c) of the Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules, 2018 provides carry bags made of
virgin or recycled plastic, shall not be less than fifty micron in thickness.

All the Producers, Recyclers and Manufacturers of Carry Bag, Recycle Plastic Bags or Multi-layered Packaging
in NCT of Delhi, are hereby directed to apply online at the website of DPCC at :http://dpcc.delhigovt.nic.
in for registration under the Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules, 2018 and Consent to Operate
under Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 and Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act,
1981 by 30" June, 2021, failing which, action shall be taken against the defaulter units including closure of the
unit, disconnection of electricity/ water supply as per provisions of the aforementioned acts including levying of
Environmental Compensation. Further, the units, who have already obtained Registration under PWM Rules,
2018 shall also apply for renewal of the same well in advance to avoid penal action.

Member Secretary
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visit us at : http://dpcc.delhigovt.nic.in

thereafter.

(2)
DPCC, in Form I.

by them.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Kind Attention: PUBLIC NOTICE FOR REGISTRATION AND SUBMISSION OF EPR ACTION PLAN BY
PRODUCERS, IMPORTERS & BRAND-OWNERS UNDER PROVISION OF PLASTIC WASTE
MANAGEMENT {PWM) RULES

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Govt. of India has notified the Plastic Waste Management
(Amendment) Rules, 2018. These rules shall apply to every waste generators, waste processors and manufacturers
of plastic carry bags, multi-layered packaging material.

The Rule 9 of PWM Rules, 2018 provides Responsibility of producers, Importers and Brand Owners. —

1) The producers, within a period of six months from the date of publication of these rules, shall work out
modalities for waste collection system based on Extended Producers Responsibility and involving State
Urban Development Departments, either individually or collectively, through their own distribution channel or
through the local body concerned;

2) Primary responsibility for collection of used multi-layered plastic sachet or pouches or packaging is of
Producers, Importers and Brand Owners who introduce the products in the market. They need to establish
a system for collecting back the plastic waste generated due to their products. This plan of collection to
be submitted to the State Pollution Control Boards while applying for Consent to Establish or Operate or
Renewal. The Brand Owners whose consent has been renewed before the notification of these rules shall
submit such plan within one year from the date of notification of these rules and implement with two years

The Rule 13 (2) of the Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules, 2018 provides:-
Every producer shall, for the purpose of registration or for renewal of registration, make an application of

The rule of 4(1) (c) of the Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules, 2018 provides carry bags made of
virgin or recycled plastic, shall not be less than fifty micron in thickness.

Producers, Importers & Brand-owners (PIBOs) are required to fulfill Extended Producers Responsibility (EPR)
for the plastic waste generated due to the products introduced by them in the market. EPR is responsibility of a
producer/ importer/ brand owner for environmentally sound management of the product till the end of its life.

PIBOs are required to obtain registration from CPCB, if operating in more than two States/ UTs and from concerned
SPCB/PCC, if operating in one or two States/UTs only. CPCB has evolved Standard Operating Procedure for
Producers, Importers & Brand-owners in March, 2021 which is available on CPCB and DPCC’s website. PIBOs
are required to follow the said SOP to fulfill EPR for the Plastic Waste generated due to the products introduced

This notice is being issued to inform all the PIBOs to obtain Registration from CPCB/ DPCC (as applicable). Those
PIBOs who have not yet applied for registration are informed that they shall submit application for registration
complete in all respects, to CPCB (for those operating in more than two States/UTs)/ otherwise submit application
for registration to DPCC. All the PIBOs are also required to submit EPR Action Plan as per SOP evolved by CPCB
by 30th June, 2021 otherwise action, as deemed fit under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, including
levying of Environmental Compensation and Closure of PIBO’s operations, shall be taken against the defaulters.

(Member Secretary)

»
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Let her face law here: IS recruit’s mother

Nimisha’s mother, who has been petitioning leaders for her extradition, is shocked at Centre’s stance
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Haj pilgrimage from
India cancelled

PALAKKAD

There will be no Haj
pilgrimage from India this
year too. Kerala Haj Commi-
ttee chairman C. Mohammed
Faizy said on Saturday that
Saudi Arabia had decided not
to allow pilgrims from other
countries in view of the
COVID-19 spread. Last year
too, Saudi Arabia had banned
pilgrims from other nations.

Former TRS Minister
resigns from Assembly
HYDERABAD

Former Minister and
Telangana Rashtra Samithi
(TRS) rebel MLA Eatala
Rajender on Saturday
submitted his resignation
from the Assembly. Mr.
Rajender, who represented
Huzurabad, was sacked from
the Cabinet last month over
land encroachment
allegations. He will join the
BJP on June 14 in New Delhi.

Islanders gear up for
'black day’ protest

KOCHI

The Save Lakshadweep
Forum, a collective of all
political formations in the
Union Territory which was
formed to fight the
unwelcome reforms being
pushed by the Administrator
Praful Khoda Patel, may
observe a 'black day' on June
14, the day Mr. Patel is slated
to arrive at Kavaratti for a
week-long visit.

Sonu Sood's firm begins
home delivery of oxygen
ANANTAPUR

The Sood Charity Foundation,
set up by actor Sonu Sood,
began delivering medical
oxygen at the doorstep here
in Andhra Pradesh on
Saturday. Anyone living
within a radius of 80 km from
the city can dial 7609999961
and get medical oxygen, the
foundation said. More centres
would be set up in the State
in a phased manner, it said.

SARATH BABU GEORGE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
The Centre’s disinclination
to permit the return of four
Kerala women who had
joined the Islamic State in
Khorasan Province (ISKP),
has shattered the confidence
of Bindu Sampath, the moth-
er of Nimisha, alias Fathima
Isa, one of those languishing
in an Afghanistan prison.

Nevertheless, the Thiruva-
nanthapuram native has re-
solved to continue her five-
year-long battle to bring her
daughter and granddaughter
to India.

Nimisha is said to have
surrendered after her hus-

band was killed in an attack
in Afghanistan.

“How can the government
abandon us at a time of cri-
sis? We never expected them
to break our trust when my
daughter could have been
brought to her motherland
after so many years,” Ms.
Sampath asks from her
home at Attukal, near
Thiruvananthapuram.

Appeals in vain

The news reported by The
Hindu came as a blow for
Ms. Sampath who has been
repeatedly petitioning lead-
ers, including Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Home Minis-

Two FIRs against
Kannada actor Chetan

His posts criticised ‘Brahminism’

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU
The city police have regis-
tered two FIRs against Kan-
nada actor Chetan Kumar
for allegedly “hurting reli-
gious beliefs” and “imputa-
tions prejudicial to national
integration”, for his recent
remarks on Brahminism.

The two cases have been
booked based on com-
plaints by Sachidananda
Murthy, chairman, Brahmin
Development Board, and Vi-
pra Yuva Vedike, a commun-
ity organisation. The com-
plaints were registered with
the Ulsoor Gate and Basava-
nagudi police stations, res-
pectively. In both FIRs, the
police have booked the ac-
tor under Sections 153B and
295A of Indian Penal Code.

Mr. Kumar had recently
made a series of social me-
dia posts critical of Brahmi-
nism, arguing that it is nega-
tion of the spirit of liberty,
equality and fraternity.

The controversy began

Chetan Kumar

with Kannada actor Upen-
dra posting a video on social
media and Mr. Kumar’s res-
ponse to it.

In the video, Mr. Upendra
appealed to people to not
talk of caste as it would only
perpetuate it further. Mr.
Kumar responded with
another video in which he
denounced Brahminism as
the root of caste inequality
in India. In the same video,
he clarified that he was not
against Brahmins as a com-
munity but against “Brahmi-
nism”, which he said had
crept into all communities
and even other religions.

Nimisha (Fathima)

ter Amit Shah and External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar.

“I have been knocking on
all doors in New Delhi for
many years. Sadly, none of

our leaders has responded to
my pleas. My son, an Army
Major, and I have always
served the country. Ironical-
ly, the Afghanistan authori-
ties had responded to a mail
seeking details of her well-
being,” Ms. Sampath, a trus-
tee of the Attukal Bhagavathy
Temple, says.

She urged the Centre to
extradite Nimisha and her
daughter to the country and
face trial for the crimes she
has committed.

“I have full faith in our
rule of law and the justice
system. I have no qualms in
letting my daughter face
punishment for her mis-

takes. We only hope that it
happens in our country and
not in a foreign land.”

Ms. Sampath says those
who had “brainwashed” her
daughter walk scot-free, des-
pite her seeking action
against them.

“Five people, including
Nimisha, who studied to-
gether in a private dental col-
lege in Kasaragod had left the
country to join the extremist
organisation. Besides, my
daughter had revealed her
room-mate’s role in convinc-
ing her to convert to Islam.
No agency has bothered to
investigate their roles,” she
alleges.

Appeal for CBI probe into
rosewood felling in Kerala

‘Given the complicity of govt. officials, SIT inquiry farcical

E.M. MANOJ
KALPETTA

While the illegal felling of
centuries-old rosewood
trees in Wayanad roils the
Kerala Assembly, environ-
mental organisations in the
district have sought an in-
vestigation by the Vigilance
wing of the police or the CBI
under the supervision of the
High Court. The State go-
vernment has set up a Spe-
cial Investigation Team to
probe the incident.

“The massive felling of an-
cient rosewood trees in
Wayanad by misinterpreting
a government order by the
timber lobby, with the al-
leged support of a group of
top brass at the Secretariat
and the Forest Department,
is not an isolated incident,”
said N. Badusha, president,
Wayanad Prakruthi Sam-
rakshana Samiti, in a memo-
randum submitted to Union
Environment Minister Pra-
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Illegally felled rosewood
trees in Wayanad.

kash Javadekar, Minister of
State for External Affairs V.
Muraleedharan and Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan.

Since the involvement of
officials of the Revenue and
Forest departments and top
leaders of political parties
was suspected, an investiga-
tion by lower rank officials
would make the probe farci-
cal, he added.

The government order is-

sued by the Revenue Secre-
tary on October 24, 2020,
for felling rosewood trees on
revenue land assigned for
farmers was illegal, said Mr.
Badusha. The silence of the
senior officials in the Forest
Department, despite getting
a copy of the order the very
next day, was inexplicable,
he added. The District Pu-
blic Prosecutor had advised
the Wayanad District Collec-
tor and South Wayanad Divi-
sional Forest Officer on Janu-
ary 12 that the felling was
illegal. However, no steps
were taken to prevent the
loot, said Mr. Badusha.
Though the tree felling
was stopped later, the ac-
cused, including Anto Au-
gustine, Roji Augustine, and
Josekutty Augustine, were
yet to be arrested. Instead,
officials filed a police com-
plaint against 68 farmers
three days ago, when the is-
sue came to light, he said.

. WEATHER WATCH

: RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

: TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 17.00 HRS)
¢ Forecast for Sunday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isolated :
: places over Delhi, Assam, Mizoram, Tripura, Odisha, Madhya Pra- :
i desh, central Maharashtra, coastal Karnataka, Telangana, coastal :
¢ Andhra Pradesh and Kerala. Thunderstorm with lightning likely :
: at isolated places over Himachal Pradesh, Bihar, Vidarbha, :
i Konkan & Goa, Lakshadweep and Andaman & Nicobar Islands

LTy RAIN MAX  MIN Ty MAX :
: Agartala............... 9...35.2...26.1 Kozhikode.... ....31.0....24.1 :
: Ahmedabad... ....29.5 Kurnool ... —....35.9...26.8 :
¢ A ...17.6  Lucknow.. .35.1...26.2 :
: Allahabad.. ....26.4 Madurai... ....38.8....26.1 :
: Bengaluru . ...20.7  Mangaluru .1..27.8...23.8 :
: Bhopal.............. ...21.8 Mumbai ....30.6....24.4 :
: Bhubaneswar...... 1.7....32.3....25.0 Mysuru .. ....31.0....21.6 :
: Chandigarh ......... ..22.1 New Delhi ....35.8....28.0 :
: Chennai ........ ....29.0 Patna ...... ..29.2...24.0
¢ Coimbatore... ...23.1  Port Blair. ....31.0....26.6 :
: Dehradun.. ....19.0 Puducherry .. ....38.6....25.8 :
: Gangtok.... ..17.1 Pune.... ...30.0....23.4 :
: Goa....... ...253 Raipur . ....32.0....24.6 :
¢ Guwahati .. ....26.4  Ranchi. .27.7...213 ¢
¢ Hubballi.... ...22.0  Shillong ..13...23.1....18.0 :
: Hyderabad ...23.3 Shimla. ..22...28.4....146 :
¢ Imphal...... ....20.4  Srinagar... ..30.1....14.7 :
* Jaipur ... ...315 Thiruvananthapuram. 6...30.1....24.6 :
: Kochi.... ....24.0 Tiruchi......... -...38.3...26.8 :
: Kohima. ....18.6 Vijayawada .. 9...34.0...256 :
: Kolkata............... ....26.6 Visakhapatnam ............. 1...34.0...26.8 :
* (Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) :
: Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

: CITIES S0; NO: CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

: Ahmedabad..... .. 3 45 135 ...42 .58 ...

: Bengaluru....... .. 233 39 .- .53 .H Lnooobsemati;psyagaeraatna

¢ Chennai S 12 .23 45 .37 .73 L o0 B S A
: Delhi ... .4 .32 114 ..118 .125 ... quality index (AQI) score of :
: Hyderab, .3 .60 .17 ...13 .23 ..M 257 indicating an unhealthy :
¢ Kolkata........... .. 9 .21 22 .51 ..60 ..M lc%etlr;sftpglalgtaignk;l:nataka :
¢ Lucknow........ .9 .46 .60 ...90 ..74 ..H : !

| Mumbai....... 52 42 36 ..23 .28 .M Lcoorded 2 healthy AQI

D Pune. 7 .13 .73 ..108 ..68 ...

: Visakhapatnam ..— ..— .11 ... - — -

©Air Quality Code: M Poor

Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQl)

: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: and monuments.

: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

* reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

¢ lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
: death in people with heart or lung disease :

‘Maharashtra to ink MOUs worth 320,000 cr;

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
AURANGABAD

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, Maha-
rashtra has managed to convince indus-
tries to invest in various sectors and is

targeting to sign deals worth

320,000 crore, Maharashtra Industrial

Development Corporation chief execu-
tive P. Anbalagan said on Saturday. :

“Maharashtra is pursuing leads of in- :
vestment proposals worth over 340,000
crore but we are confident that half of :
these proposals would fructify into con-
crete MoUs,” Mr. Anbalagan said.

at least

OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE

DEATH

DEATH

Thase we love dan't go away

They walk beside us everyday...
Unsean, unheard, but always near,
SHill fovad, stilf missad and wary doar.

Powai lake
overflows due
“to heavy rains

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
. MUMBAI

With heavy rains lashing Mumbai,
Powai lake started overflowing on Sa-
turday afternoon, an official from the
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corpora-
tion (BMC) said. Water from the lake,
which has a capacity of 545 crore
litres, is used for industrial purposes
and it flows into Mithi river. The lake
had last overflowed on July 5, 2020.
When the lake is full, the water
area is around 2.23 sq km, while the
catchment area is 6.61 sq km. Mum-
bai has been receiving heavy rainfall

DEHEJIA, Jaykumar (Jay)

Passed away peacefully on May 27, 2021 at home
in Manhattan.
Born April 9, 1942 in New Delhi, he studied at St. Xavier's School and
Elphinstone College in Bombay, read for the Mechanical Sciences
Tripos at St. John’s College, Cambridge, and received an M.A. in
Industrial Engineering at the University of California at Berkeley. His
international career with ITT took him across the world to Los Angeles,
London, Sydney, Hong Kong, New Delhi, Honolulu, New York, and
Brussels, and culminated with his post as COO of the Asia-Pacific
region, after which he joined Callahan Associates International. In
more recent years, he taught business strategy at Parsons in New
York, wrote “Letter from America” for Business Goa, and enjoyed
mentoring young professionals. Jay always saw the proverbial glass
as half-full, never as half-empty. All who had the good fortune to know
him will deeply miss his warm personality.
Survivora:

wife: Dr. Vidya Dehejia; brothers: Makarand Dehejia (Ursula) and
Harsha Dehejia (Sudha); sons: Aditya Dehejia (Linda Ryan) and
Nik Dehejia and grandchildren: Kesin Ryan Dehejia, Kamal Ryan
Dehejia, Maya Haas-Dehejia and Tobin Haas-Dehejia.
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and the India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) has issued a red alert for
the city on Sunday and an orange al-

ert for Monday.

The BMC issued a “high alert” to
all agencies considering “very heavy
rainfall” in the next two days. Seven
reservoirs — Bhatsa, Upper Vaitarna,
Middle Vaitarna, Tansa, Modak Sa-
gar, Vihar, and Tulsi — supply 385

crore litres of water to the city.

Blown away: The remains of a steel scaffolding erected for the restoration of Belapur Fort after it collapsed due to heavy rain
in Navi Mumbai on Saturday. A passenger travelling in an NMMT bus sustained injuries in the incident. =p1i

A year on, over 17000 treated at Navi Mumbai’s COVID centre

NMMC plans to build an oxygen plant for the jumbo facility to make it more capable of handling the third wave

RAINA ASSAINAR
NAVI MUMBAI

A total of 17,023 COVID-19 pa-
tients have so far received
treatment at the COVID Care
Centre (CCC) set up by the Navi
Mumbai Municipal Corpora-
tion (NMMC) at the CIDCO Ex-
hibition Centre in Vashi.

The CCC was set up in a re-
cord time of 20 days after work
commenced on May 20, 2020.
The facility became operation-
al on June 11 when 61 patients
were admitted to the 1,150-bed
facility. On July 11, the first
phase of providing oxygen sup-
port to 500 beds was complet-
ed and by August, all beds had
oxygen support. When the se-
cond wave struck the city, 75
more ICU beds were added
with 40% ventilator capacity.

While the CCC has an X-ray
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Keeping fit: COVID-19 patients perform yoga as a part of their
daily routine at the CIDCO Exhibition Centre in Vashi. =fiLe pHoTO

machine, a high-resolution CT
scanner is expected to start
operations soon. Plans are
afoot to build an oxygen plant
exclusively for the facility
ahead of a possible third wave.

Of the 17,023 patients who

were admitted to the facility,
14,516 recovered, of whom
5,192 recovered after receiving
oxygen support, while 60 suc-
cumbed to the virus. The rest
were referred to other hospi-
tals. The centre has also treat-

Children from the
age of one have been
admitted here along
with their mothers

DR. VASANT MANE
Official in-charge of the facility

C

ed 341 paediatric patients, all
of whom have fully recovered.

“Children from the age of
one have been admitted here
along with their mothers,” Dr.
Vasant Mane, who has been in-
charge of the facility since the
start of operations, said.

Yoga sessions, library

Dr. Mane said regular yoga ses-
sions were conducted for the
patients and a library was ad-
ded to the facility recently. He
said the facility admitted pa-
tients both from poor families,
who could not afford treat-

»

ment at private hospitals, and
affluent families during both
waves of the pandemic.

Dr. Mane said, “An IAS offic-
er’s sister and her husband did
not find beds at a private hos-
pital and were provided admis-
sion at our facility. A few days
into treatment, they found
beds at a private hospital, but
were so happy being at the
centre that they refused to
seek treatment elsewhere.”

‘Boon to the city’

According to NMMC Commis-
sioner Abhijit Bangar, the jum-
bo facility has been a boon to
the city. “Going forward, we
will be adding more beds,
equipment, and an oxygen
plant to make the centre more
capable of handling the third
wave,” Mr. Bangar said.
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GST brought down on
14 COVID relief goods

For oxygen concentrators,
medical grade oxygen and
related devices such as ven-
tilators, BiPAP machines,
the GST rate has also been
brought down to 5% from
12%. The same reduction
has been approved in the le-
vies on COVID-testing kits
and pulse oximeters.

The 5% rate will apply to
personal imports of oxygen
concentrators as well as
pulse oximeters, while the
18% GST payable on hand
sanitisers has been reduced
to 5%.

Revenue Secretary Tarun
Bajaj said the tax rate chang-
es, to be notified over Sun-
day and Monday, were

aimed at providing some
succour to the people amid
the pandemic and were not
driven by revenue consider-
ations. “When it (the GST on
vaccines) was discussed, it
was mentioned that the
Centre is buying 75% of the
vaccines and will remit the
GST on it and the revenue
on that will be shared 70%
with the States,” Mr. Bajaj
said, explaining that this
will have no tax implications
for people as they will re-
ceive the vaccine for free.

The rates will remain ef-
fective till September 30,
but could be extended
further based on later
assessments.

Breach exposes govt.
officials’ data to hackers

It then redirected them to a
page “@gov.in” that resem-
bles the government web-
site mygov.in, and asked for
the official e-mail and pass-
word.

According to Rajshekhar
Rajaharia, cyber researcher,
the website was hosted in
Pakistan in June. “The page
mentioned @nic.in email
IDs to make the official be-
lieve it is a government
page. The purpose seemed
to be getting the e-mails and
passwords of only govern-
ment officials and get un-
authorised access to govern-
ment systems, the page
does not accept any other
domain such as gmail.com,”
he said.

Air India informed pas-
sengers on May 15 that its
passenger service system,
provided by multi-national
IT company SITA, was sub-
jected to a sophisticated
cyberattack in the last week
of February which affected
around 45 lakh “data sub-
jects” in the world regis-
tered between August 26,
2011 and February 3, 2021.
Government officials are fre-
quent Air India flyers.

The alert sent to officials
said, “It is intimated that re-
cent data breaches of Air In-
dia and other companies
like Domino’s, Big Basket
etc. have resulted in expo-
sure of e-mail ID and pass-
words of many users, which

includes lots of government
email IDs as well. All such
compromised gov. domain
emails are potential cyber
threats as they are being
used by the adversaries to
send out malicious mails to
all gov. email users. It may
please be noted that largely
these are name based email
IDs which are available with
the malicious actors.” It ad-
ded that the malicious ac-
tors try to attack govern-
ment officials through
various means such as
phishing where attackers
send e-mails to officials and
make them click on such at-
tachment or web-link and
provide permission.

“Either their systems will
get infected/compromised
or e-mail credentials will be
captured by C&C (command
and control) server under
control of adversaries...
Emails coming from any
such random user of .gov
domain, on any subject line,
asking to click on a link or
download an attachment
are to be considered as mal-
icious and to be ignored and
to be deleted. Users are ad-
vised to change the pass-
word of their e-mail ID
which is registered with Air-
India, Dominos etc.,” the al-
ert mentioned.

An official said while such
phishing attempts were
common, in the past one
year it had intensified.

New declassification
policy gets nod

The History Division will be
responsible for coordina-
tion with various depart-
ments while compiling,
seeking approval and pu-
blishing of war and opera-
tions histories. The policy
also sets clear timelines with
regard to compilation and
publication of war and oper-

ations histories, the Minis-
try said, adding that the
committee  should be
formed within two years of
completion of war and oper-
ations. Thereafter, collec-
tion of records and compila-
tion should be completed in
three years and disseminat-
ed to all concerned.

Bhawanipur by-election
widens Congress-Left rift

“The Trinamool Congress
won the Assembly elections
with a huge mandate and
Mamata Banerjee has been
elected Chief Minister. Elec-
tions at Bhawanipur are a fo-
regone conclusion. Bhawa-
nipur has been our seat and
I do not see any rationale
behind putting candidate
against the Chief Minister,”
Mr. Chowdhury said.

As part of an electoral un-
derstanding with the Left,
the Congress had fielded
candidates in the Bhawani-
pur seat in the 2016 and
2021 polls. In 2021, it fielded
Md. Shadab Khan. He se-
cured 5,211 votes. The elec-
toral experiment of the Sa-
myukt Morcha, where the
Left and the Congress tied
up with the Indian Secular
Front, failed miserably in
the 2021 poll.

While Trinamool secured
a massive victory, winning
213 seats, Ms. Banerjee lost
the Nandigram seat. Bhawa-
nipur MLA Sobhandeb Chat-
topadhyay resigned a few
weeks ago paving the way
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for the Chief Minister to con-
test. A section of the Con-
gress leadership in Delhi has
always backed Ms. Baner-
jee, and with Mr. Chowdhu-
ry, who is among her most
vocal critics, taking a soft
stand, questions are being
raised on the future of the
Left-Congress alliance.

Several CPI(M) leaders
were of the opinion that if
the alliance did not field a
candidate, it would send a
wrong message to the sup-
porters. “There is no ques-
tion of backing out from the
fight. We cannot allow it to
be Trinamool-BJP contest,”
senior CPI(M) leader Asok
Bhattacharya said.

“Victory has many pa-
rents and defeat is an or-
phan. One can come up
with various reasons for our
defeat, an alliance with Con-
gress, the setting up of Sa-
myukt Morcha,” CPI(M)
leader Rabin Deb said. He
added that the Left parties
were not agreeable to the
idea of not fielding a candi-
date against Ms. Banerjee.
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killed in militant strike in J&K

Lashkar behind attack in Sopore, says IGP; regional parties call for end to violence

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR

Two civilians and as many
policemen were killed in a
militant attack in Baramulla
in north Kashmir on Satur-
day.

The incident took place
around noon in the main
market area in Sopore town
when unidentified militants
fired indiscriminately upon a
police party. “The police-
men were performing duties
to enforce COVID-19 SOPs
(standard operating proto-
col) at the time of the at-
tack,” Inspector-General of
Police Vijay Kumar said.

Four policemen and four
civilians sustained bullet in-
juries. “Two policemen and
two civilians succumbed to
their injuries,” Mr. Kumar
said. He said Lashkar-e-Taiba
militants were behind the at-
tack. The deceased police-
men were identified as con-
stables Showkat Ahmad and
Waseem Ahmad. The civi-
lians were identified as Man-
zoor Ahmad Shalla and
Bashir Ahmad, both resi-
dents of Sopore.

A police spokesperson

Great loss: Inpsector-General of Police Vijay Kumar paying tribute to the slain policemen in
Srinagar on Saturday. =nNissAR AHMAD

said a team of policemen
was investigating all the cir-
cumstances of the crime.
The regional parties in
Jammu & Kashmir, while
condemning the attack, un-
animously said that “dia-
logue and not gun is the so-
lution to any problem”.
“The solution of Kashmir
is not a gun. Neither through
guns of New Delhi nor the
guns taken up by local

youths here. Such attacks
only defame Kashmir as a so-
lution lies only in dialogue,”
PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti
said.

In a joint statement, Na-
tional Conference president
Farooq Abdullah and vice-
president Omar Abdullah,
said, “We mince no words in
our condemnation of the
outrageous bloodshed. Vio-
lence in all its forms and ma-

Coast Guard inducts three
ALH MK-IIT helicopters

HAL to supply a total of 16 choppers by mid next year

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Coast Guard on Satur-
day inducted the first batch
of three Advanced Light Hel-
icopters (ALH) MK-III de-
signed and manufactured by
Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd.
(HAL).

“The ALH MK-III marine
version has been designed
and developed with in-
house customisation of 19
additional equipment by
HAL to meet Coast Guard re-
quirements,” a Coast Guard
statement said.

“The HAL will supply 16
ALH MK-IIT to the ICG by mid
next year,” it stated.

On induction, the 16 ALH
MK-IIT will be positioned at

‘Crimes against
women rising
in Assam’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The Assam Pradesh Mahila
Congress slammed the BJP-
led government in the
State for failing to check
crimes against women. It
also panned the govern-
ment for high maternal
and infant mortality rates
despite claiming to have
ramped up the healthcare
infrastructure.

The criticism followed
the publication of the NITI
Aayog’s Sustainable Deve-
lopment Goals India Index
2020-21, which marked As-
sam and a few other north-
eastern States as poor per-
formers. “It was once
announced Assam would
become one of the early
States, if not the first in the
country, to work towards
achieving sustainable de-
velopment goals by 2030.
But the NITI Aayog’s report
has accentuated the fake
and false promises, partic-
ularly in the field of pro-
tecting, educating and im-
proving the health of girls
and women,” State Mahila
Congress president Nandi-
ta Das said. She said the
number of crimes against
women increased from
4,46,116 during the 15-year
tenure of Tarun Gogoi to
5,97,095 during the five
years of the BJP-led govern-
ment under Sarbananda
Sonowal.

“Assam’s maternal mor-
tality rate is 215 per one
lakh compared to 43 in Ker-
ala. The infant mortality
rate in Assam is 47 per
1,000 children compared
to 10 in Kerala,” she said.

Marine version: The state-of-the-art Advanced Light Helicopters

(ALH) Mk-11l being inducted into the Coast Guard. =pmi

four Coast Guard squadrons
in Bhubaneshwar, Porban-
dar, Kochi and Chennai.

The Navy inducted the
first batch of three ALH Mk-

III helicopters into service at
INS Hansa in April. Early
this week, the Navy inducted
three ALH Mk-IIT at INS Dega
in Visakhapatnam.

nifestations constitutes the
most serious threat to the
dignity of human life and un-
iversal peace.”

CPI(M) leader Mohammad
Yousuf Tarigami said vio-
lence in any form was not in
the interest of the people of

Jammu & Kashmir. “Violence

and killings can never be a
solution to any problem.
Violence must come to an
immediate end,” he said.

Mehul Choksi denied bail
by Dominica High Court

Fugitive diamantaire a flight risk, it says

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Dominica High Court
has denied bail to fugitive
diamantaire Mehul Choksi
in the case of illegal entry in-
to the island country after
his mysterious disappea-
rance from neighbouring
Antigua and Barbuda,
where he has been staying
as a citizen since 2018 after
fleeing from India, local Ca-
ribbean media reported.

The court on Friday gave
the ruling by concluding
that Mr. Choksi was a “flight
risk”, did not have any ties
with Dominica, and the
court could not impose any
conditions which would
stop him from leaving the
country, news outlet Anti-
guaNewsroom said.

Mr. Choksi had ap-
proached the High Court af-
ter the magistrate rejected
his bail petition. The 62-year
old diamantaire, who has an
Interpol Red Notice against
him, had mysteriously gone
missing on May 23 from An-
tigua and Barbuda. He was
detained in Dominica for il-
legal entry after a possible
romantic escapade with his
rumoured girlfriend. Mr.
Choksi’s lawyers had filed a

Pawar-Kishor meeting
kickstarts anti-BJP front

‘NCP working on uniting Opposition’

ALOK DESHPANDE
MUMBAI

The Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) on Saturday
clarified that it has not given
any responsibility to poll
analyst Prashant Kishor
within the party but the par-
ty was working on setting up
a national front of anti-BJP
parties.

Sources within the party
have identified over 400
Lok Sabha seats where re-
gional players could play an
important role against the
BJP if a front of these parties
is set up.

“Prashant Kishor is a pol-
itical strategist. He looks at
the politics from different
point of view. Our president
has already discussed the
need to unite all Opposition
parties. He wanted to go to

West Bengal during elec-
tions but could not due to
ill-health. But he will ensure
that all Opposition parties
are united,” said senior NCP
leader and minister Nawab
Malik. He said Mr. Kishor
shared the experience of
West Bengal elections with
party president Sharad Pa-
war with discussions on cur-
rent national politics.

Mr. Malik clarified that
the NCP was constantly
working on setting up an un-
ited front against the BJP.
“This process continues
even today and will conti-
nue in future as well,” said
Mr. Malik. Mr. Kishor has,
however, said that the meet-
ing between him and Mr. Pa-
war was only over a “private
lunch” and no politics was
discussed.

Visva-Bharati in news for wrong reasons

Faculty member files FIR against V-C Bidyut Chakrabarty for ‘humiliating’ teachers

BISHWANATH GHOSH
KOLKATA

For the Rabindranath Ta-
gore-founded Visva-Bharati,
2021 was meant to be a year
of celebrations, marking
100 years of the university,
but it stands overshadowed
by COVID-19 and constant
clashes between the Vice-
Chancellor and the staff.

On Friday evening, Ma-
nas Maity, a Professor of
Physics, filed an FIR at the
Santiniketan police station
against  Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Bidyut Chakrabarty
for humiliating teachers
during an online meeting
on June 8.

While it is highly unlikely
that anything of signifi-
cance is going to come of
the complaint, the FIR is an
indication how the universi-
ty is marking its centenary.

“I guess something must
be happening [to mark the
centenary] but most of us
have no idea about it,” said
a teacher who has been em-
ployed with Visva-Bharati
for over two decades now.

Ever since Prof. Chakra-

barty took charge in No-
vember 2018, the university
has been in news for all the
wrong reasons: a gag order
on staff, several new dos
and don’ts imposed on
teachers of an institution
that has been in existence
for a century, constant issu-
ing of show-cause notices
seeking to discipline em-
ployees, eviction of “er-
ring” students from hostels,
construction of high walls
around the campus, and
conflict with the local popu-
lation.

‘Value landmarks’

“As humans we tend to live
through landmarks like
birth anniversaries, a de-
cade, or a centenary. Our
natural tendency is to value
these landmarks as course-
correction moments. Visva-
Bharati has completed 100
years, one would justifiably

wish this would be a year of

introspection, but the insti-
tution seems to be hurtling
along the path of all the ills
that have befallen it under
the present dispensation,”

said educationist Sudripta
Tagore, a former student of
the university and a descen-
dant of Rabindranath’s fa-
mily.

“Denial is one such ill
that plagues the institution
today — that is the gift to Vis-
va-Bharati by its administra-
tion on its hundredth year.
Another gift is walls, both
literal and figurative,” Mr.
Tagore said.

Several questions

A senior academician who
was closely associated with
Visva-Bharati for many
years but who did not wish
to be named, said: “How
does the Tagore model of
education square up to the
much-touted New Educa-
tion Policy; why it is impor-
tant for the entire world to
emulate the nature-based
education system that Ta-
gore had envisaged; what is
the value of interfacing with
the community; why we
must integrate the sciences
and humanities with crea-
tive arts — these are some of
the questions that Visva-

Bharati could have ad-
dressed in its centenary
year.”

“But the present admi-
nistration is busy with all
non-Tagorean thoughts
such as erecting walls
around the campus, alienat-
ing the community by evic-
tion, humiliating the teach-
ers by summary suspension
and issuance of show-cause
notices. There is no discer-
nible attempt to put the CO-
VID-derailed educational
system back on track. In-
stead, a fear psychosis is be-
ing created all around.”

Visva-Bharati was formal-
ly established as a universi-
ty in 1921, even though it
had existed as an educa-
tional centre — in the form
of an ashram school — since
1901. Together with the
Banaras Hindu University
(1916) and Aligarh Muslim
University (1921), the three
institutions were rooted in
traditional Indian values
and, unlike other Indian un-
iversities of the time, did
not follow the British model
of education.

Rajasthan gives subsidies to agri. power consumers

It will lead to a financial burden of 450 cr. annually on the State government

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR

In a major relief to the agri-
cultural power consumers,
the Congress government in
Rajasthan has announced
new subsidies under the
Chief Minister’s Kisan Mitra
Urja Yojana during the CO-

VID-19 pandemic. The me-
tered consumers will get a
subsidy of 1,000 on their
bills every month.

The new subsidies will
lead to a financial burden of
%450 crore annually on the
State government, according
to the official sources here.

The total subsidies for a
farmer will not exceed
12,000 in a year. Those con-
suming less electricity will
be paid the amount of diffe-
rence through deposit in
their bank accounts.

The sources said the new
agricultural electricity con-

nections would be released
within 90 days after the de-
posit of demand charges to
facilitate the sowing of kharif
crops on time. The tube-
wells will also get electricity
connections within 15 days
for ensuring adequate sup-

ply of water.

IN BRIEF

Mehul Choksi

habeas corpus petition call-
ing his arrest illegal and al-
leging that he was abducted,
tortured and handed over to
Dominica authority to deny
him rights available to him
in Antigua and Barbuda as a
citizen.

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) and the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry have
sought to implead in the ha-
beas corpus petition by fil-
ing two affidavits in the Do-
minica High Court, officials
said here.

The agency would focus
on establishing criminal cul-
pability of Mr. Choksi, fugi-
tive status, pending war-
rants against him, Red
Notice and chargesheets,
while the External Affairs
Ministry would argue that
Mr. Choksi continued to be
an Indian citizen, they said.
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Swami Shivamayananda
passes away
KOLKATA
Swami Shivamayananda, vice-
president of Ramakrishna
Math and Mission, died at a
city hospital on Friday night
due to COVID-19 related
complications. He was 86.
Condoling the death, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said,
“Swami Shivamayanandaji
Maharaj was actively involved
in a wide range of community
service initiatives focused on
social empowerment. His
contributions to the worlds
of culture and spirituality will
always be remembered.”
Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee said his death had created
a void in the spiritual world.

Fellowship on disability
issues announced

GUWAHATI

The National Centre for
Promotion of Employment for
Disabled People (NCPEDP)
has announced a three-year
immersive grassroots
fellowship programme for the
differently-abled youth
interested in disability rights
and inclusion and seeking a
career in the development
sector. The last date to apply
for the fellowship via
www.ncpedp.org or by mailing
to ncpedp.fellowship
@gmail.com is August 11.

Arunachal court grants
bail to Punjab YouTuber
GUWAHATI

A court in Itanagar, Arunachal
Pradesh, on Friday granted
bail to Punjab-based
YouTuber Paras Singh, who
was arrested on May 27 for
racial barbs against Congress
MLA Ninong Ering and people
of the northeastern State.
The court of the chief judicial
magistrate allowed Mr.
Singh's plea for bail on the
execution of a personal bond
for ¥10,000. The court asked
him not to leave the country
and not interfere with the
investigation process.

Sudha Bharadwaj moves
HC for default bail

MUMBALI

Trade unionist and lawyer
Sudha Bharadwaj, accused in
the Bhima Koregaon case,
moved the Bombay High
Court on Saturday seeking
default bail. Her plea said the
Pune sessions court judge
was not authorised to take
cognisance of the supple-
mentary chargesheet against
her and the other accused. "It
was not the designated
special court under the
National Investigation Agency
Act, which has exclusive
jurisdiction to try scheduled
offences like the Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act, and
therefore, not the competent
court,” the petition said. The
matter is expected to be
heard on June 14.
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SAD, BSP to jointly
contest Punjab polls

Alliance will last beyond next year’s election, says Badal

VIKAS VASUDEVA
CHANDIGARH

As the battle for the upcom-
ing Assembly election in
Punjab gains momentum,
the Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) and the Bahujan Sa-
maj Party (BSP) joined
hands on Saturday to con-
test the polls due in the State
in early 2022.

SAD president Sukhbir
Singh Badal and BSP nation-
al general secretary Satish
Chandra Mishra made an an-
nouncement in this regard
here.

“Under the seat-sharing
arrangement, the SAD will
contest 97 seats and the BSP
20 — eight seats in the Doaba
region, seven in Malwa and
five in Majha region of the
State,” Mr. Badal said here at

Sukhbir Singh Badal

a press conference. There
are a total of 117 Assembly
constituencies in Punjab.
Mr. Badal said the alliance
was not a temporary one
and would remain intact as
both parties will contest not
just the upcoming Assembly
poll but other elections to-

gether as well. “Both the
SAD and the BSP have the
same ideology and had al-
ways worked for the welfare
of farmers, poor and farm la-
bourers,” he added.

Hitting out at the ruling
Congress government, Mr.
Badal said: “The Congress
party has not initiated a sin-
gle welfare scheme for the
weaker sections and is in-
stead responsible for closing
down schemes such as the
SC scholarship scheme. It
was because of these factors
that there was a demand
from the grassroots level
workers of both the SAD and
the BSP to form a common
front.”

He thanked BSP president
Mayawati for her decision to
join forces with the SAD.

DU should get a berth in Cabinet

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar had earlier sought proportional representation

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PATNA

Amid talk of expansion of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s Cabinet, the BJP’s rul-
ing alliance partner in Bihar,
the Janata Dal (United), said
on Saturday that every con-
stituent of the National De-
mocratic Alliance (NDA)
should be represented at the
Centre.

Speaking to mediaper-
sons in Patna, JD(U) national
president R.C.P. Singh said:
“I too have come to know
about the Cabinet expansion
of the Union government.
Every constituent of the NDA
should get participation in
the Cabinet. And, being an
ally, the JD(U) too should nat-
urally get a berth in the Cen-
tral Cabinet. In an alliance,
every constituent should be
respected.”

The buzz in political cir-
cles is that the Modi Cabinet

The fight continues
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For the long haul: Farmers and their family members staging a protest demanding a repeal of three farm laws at the Singhu

Now, Rajib Banerjee reaches
out to Trinamool leadership

BJP leader reiterates his displeasure with the party

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA

A day after Mukul Roy se-
vered ties with the Bharatiya
Janata Party and joined the
Trinamool Congress, anoth-
er key BJP leader, Rajib Ba-
nerjee, reached out to Trina-
mool Congress
spokesperson Kunal Ghosh
on Saturday.

Mr. Banerjee, a former Mi-
nister in the Trinamool Con-
gress government, who con-
tested and lost the Assembly
polls on a BJP ticket, met Mr.
Ghosh at his residence in
Kolkata. Though he de-
scribed his meeting as a
“courtesy call”, Mr. Banerjee
reiterated his displeasure
with the BJP and said he
maintained that it was not
proper to threaten a govern-
ment that has won such a
massive majority with the
imposition of President’s
Rule under Article 356.

Mr. Banerjee was one of
the BJP’s prize catches be-
fore the Assembly polls and

Rajib Banerjee

the party had sent a private
jet so that he and a few other
leaders could travel to Delhi
and join the BJP. He contest-
ed from Domjur and lost by
a margin of over 40,000
votes. Mr. Banerjee main-
tained that “he was with the
BJP till now”, but also added
the politics of religious divi-
sion won’t succeed in the
State of West Bengal. Like
Mr. Roy, Mr. Banerjee has
been absent at meetings of
the West Bengal BJP after the
results of the Assembly polls
were declared.

There were frantic politi-
cal developments in the day,
with reports of Mr. Roy try-

ing to reach out to a number
of BJP leaders and MLAs. Bis-
wajit Das, BJP MLA from Bag-
da, also praised Mr. Roy and
stated that he respected
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee. Mr. Roy hails from
North 24 Parganas and is
said to have considerable in-
fluence in the district. Sourc-
es in the BJP said Mr. Roy
had reached out to several
BJP MLAs, both in south
Bengal and north Bengal.

During the day Mr. Roy al-
so met TMC general secre-
tary Abhishek Banerjee at
his office. On Friday, the 67-
year-old former Railway Mi-
nister had joined the TMC in
the presence of Ms. Banerjee
after his 3-year-7-month stint
as a BJP leader.

“We are not worried
about committed workers
[because they will stay in the
party]. The defectors (‘aaya
Ram, gaya Ram’) do not
make much difference,”
State BJP president Dilip
Ghosh said.
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Modi govt. has
failed on every
front: Priyanka

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, in
a scathing attack on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday over his handling
of the COVID-19 pandemic,
said he behaved like a “co-
ward”.

“Indians do not come
first for the Prime Minister,
politics does,” Ms. Vadra al-
leged in a social media post
as part of her Zimmedar
Kaun (Who’s responsible?)
campaign.

“The government failed
us in every front. They
could have managed the
situation so that we could
have had enough oxygen in
the hospitals; they could
have listened to experts
and increased the number
of beds; they could have or-
dered vaccines when other
countries ordered them,
back in June, July and May,
2020. They did none of this
and just left people to fend
for themselves,” Ms. Vadra
said posting a 39-second vi-
deo.

Cong. working to unite rival Rajasthan factions

Differences over Ministerial berths to Pilot camp holding up Cabinet expansion

SANDEEP PHUKAN
NEW DELHI
The Congress party’s top lea-
dership is working on a for-
mula to bring the rival fac-
tions of Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot and former deputy
chief minister Sachin Pilot to
a compromise, but diffe-
rences over the number of
Ministerial portfolios to be
allotted to the Pilot camp is
holding up the expansion of
the State government in Ra-
jasthan, a highly placed
source said on Saturday.
However, contrary to me-
dia reports, there were no
meetings between Mr. Pilot,
who arrived in Delhi late on
Friday evening, and the cen-
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tral leadership, on the issue
of Cabinet expansion.

Of the nine available Mi-
nisterial slots in the State Ca-
binet, the source cited above
told The Hindu that the Pilot
camp expected six-seven po-
sitions. They argue that this
was what was promised to
them by the late Ahmed Pa-
tel, one of the key negotia-
tors with Mr. Pilot when the
latter had revolted against
Mr. Gehlot in July 2020.

After Mr. Pilot led an un-
successful rebellion against
Mr. Gehlot last July, his camp
lost three slots, including Mr.
Pilot’s position as the deputy
CM. The Pilot camp had then
complained that the Chief
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Minister had kept far too ma-
ny portfolios with himself.

But the Congress party’s
central leadership has to
proceed cautiously as the
Gehlot government has to
keep in mind 18 lawmakers —
12 independent MLAs and
six former Bahujan Samaj
Party MLAs who merged
with the Congress — who al-
so expect to be “rewarded”
by the Gehlot government.

“Once both sides agree to
a number, the next stage of
identifying the Ministries
and the criteria to become
Ministers won’t be a pro-
blem,” said a senior Rajas-
than leader.

This leader said that the

criteria to become a Minister
would include seniority of
the MLAs as well as the caste
and region they represent.

“We not only have to en-
sure no first time MLA from
the Sachin camp becomes a
Minister as we have more
than half a dozen MLAs who
have won five-six terms, it is
also important that the new
Cabinet represents the State
in terms of regions and
castes,” he said.

On Friday, All India Con-
gress Committee in-charge
Ajay Maken had asserted
that there would soon be an
expansion of the Ashok Geh-
lot government but hadn’t
spelt out a specific timeline.

Every constituent of

the NDA should get
participation in the Cabinet.
And, being an ally, the JD(U)
too should naturally get a berth

in the Central Cabinet. In an
alliance, every constituent

should be respected

R.C.P. SINGH,
JD(U) NATIONAL PRESIDENT

would be expanded before
the monsoon session of Par-
liament.

Earlier in May 2019, Chief
Minister and then JD(U) pre-
sident and Nitish Kumar had
said his party would not be
part of the NDA government
as the BJP’s offer was only
“symbolic representation”.

“They [the BJP] said they
want to give one Cabinet
rank to every ally. Then we
said that we will discuss it
with party members and
then only we can say anyth-

ing over this symbolic repre-
sentation. I spoke to my par-
ty leaders and the
unanimous view was that we
should stay out of the Minis-
try. Everybody felt there
should be proportional re-
presentation in an alliance
government,” Mr. Kumar
had said after the oath-tak-
ing ceremony of the Union
Cabinet of NDA-2.

Mr. Singh, Mr. Kumar’s
close confidant, had been
among the frontrunners for
a Cabinet berth at that time.

The Bihar Chief Minister
was said to have insisted on
“proportional representa-
tion” for his party in the Un-
ion Cabinet.

In the 2019 Lok Sabha
election, the JD(U) won 16 of
the total 40 seats in Bihar,
while the BJP got 17 seats.
The JD(U) has also six mem-
bers in the Rajya Sabha.

Now, after Mr. Singh’s
comment, names of three JD
(U) leaders have started
floating as probables for the
Union Cabinet.

Besides, party president
R.C.P. Singh, names of MPs
Rajiv Ranjan Singh, alias La-
lan Singh (Munger) and San-
tosh Kumar Kushwaha (Pur-
nia) are also doing the
rounds. However, NDA lead-
ers declined to comment on
the issue.

“Only party’s top leader-
ship can say anything on
this,” they said.

Onus of dialogue on J&K lies
with Centre: Gupkar alliance

There has to be credible agenda for engagement: Tarigami

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

CPI(M) leader and Gupkar
alliance spokesman M.Y. Ta-
rigami on Saturday said the
onus of engagement and dia-
logue lay with the Centre
and there had to be a credi-
ble agenda for it.

“Have we [J&K parties],
together or separately, ever
obstructed any dialogue
since August 5, 2019 [when
the Centre ended the special
status]? In fact, on August 4,
2019, we appealed to the
Prime Minister to provide us
a chance to be heard but in-
stead the leaders were
placed in preventive custo-
dy. The onus of engagement
and dialogue now lies with

the government of India,”
Mr. Tarigami said, in an in-
terview to The Hindu.

Mr. Tarigami, who is also
a spokesman for the amal-
gam of five political parties,
said no one had approached
the group so far. “J&K has
seen a major assault without
consulting its political class,
civil society, traders, etc. We
remain a deprived lot,” he
added. Dropping broad
hints at being open to en-
gage New Delhi 22 months
after the abrogation of J&K’s
special constitutional posi-
tion, Mr. Tarigami said, “It’s
the Centre that obstructed
the processes of debate, dis-
cussion and dialogue and it
[the Centre] should come up

with a credible agenda for
engagement.”

In a veiled demand, Mr.
Tarigami said the Centre re-
duced J&K to a Union Terri-
tory and there was no harm
to restore the status of state-
hood unilaterally. “Both the
Prime Minister and the
Home Minister had publicly
promised to return state-
hood to J&K at an appro-
priate time,” he pointed out.

He said it was unfortunate
to see Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi becoming adamant
on Kashmir. “It does not suit
the PM and his stature. He is
the leader of the country
and should hear and res-
pond to people’s demands,”
he added.

Row over
Digvijaya’s
comments

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI/BHOPAL

A row erupted on Saturday
over Congress leader Digvi-
jaya Singh’s purported
comments in an audio chat
on social media that his
party will have a “relook”
at Article 370 revocation
and Jammu and Kashmir’s
lost statehood if it returns
to power, with the BJP ac-
cusing him of speaking
“the language of Pakistan”
and spewing venom
against India.

Mr. Singh’s remarks to a
person, who the BJP said
was a journalist of Pakista-
ni origin, were seized by its
leaders to unleash a tor-
rent of criticism against the
opposition party and de-
mand statements from
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi and her son Rahul
Gandhi on the issue.

“The decision of revok-
ing Article 370 and reduc-
ing the statehood of J&K is
extremely, I would say, sad
decision, and the Congress
party would certainly have
a relook on the issue,” Mr.
Singh said, according to ex-
cerpts of the Clubhouse
conversation available on
social media.

He was responding to a
question about the “way
forward” on the issue
“once the Modi govern-
ment is gone”.

“It was the Congress
which committed the sin of
imposing Article 370 in
Kashmir...Congress speaks
the language of Pakistan,”
Madhya Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Shivraj Singh Chou-
han said.
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Office of The Additional Chief Engineer,
PHED, Region-Kota

& g
Notice Inviting Bid No. 27/2021-22

Bids for “ Work of Augmentation of RWSS Nahargarh of PHED Sub-
Division Kishanganj to provide FHTC including one year Defect Liability
period of SVSs under JIM in the jurisdiction of PHED Division Baran, District
Baran.”are invited from interested bidders upto 06-07-2021, 18:00 Hours.
Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the http://www.eproc.rajasthan.
gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, and http://rajwater.gov.in departmental
website.

(M.L. Saini)
Additional Chief Engineer
PHED, Region, Kota

UBN No. PHE2122WS0B03257
DIPR/C/5499

@ NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF WIND ENERGY
=" (Under the Mnistry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE), Goverment of India)
womnzon \felachery - Tambaram Main Road, Pallikaranai, Chennai - 600 100.

RECRUITMENT NOTIFICATION
National Institute of Wind Energy (NIWE) is the technical arm of
Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, Govt. of India
established to serve as a technical focal point for orderly
development of Wind Power deployment. The Institute invites
application for the post of “PROJECT ASSISTANTS” and
“PROJECT ENGINEERS” on Contract Basis with

consolidated remuneration for specific time bound projects.
1. Project Assistant (Gradel) - 2 Nos. - Rs.20,000/- PM
2. Project Assistant (Grade Il) - 1 No.

- Rs.30,000/- PM
3. Project Engineer (Grade I) - 2 Nos. - Rs.25,000 - 30,000/- PM
4. Project Engineer (Grade 1) - 1 No. - Rs.40,000 - 50,000/- PM

Details of Essential Qualification, Experience, Age Limit, other Terms &
Conditions are available in the website: http:/niwe.res.in. The Last

date for receipt of online application is 03.07.2021.
Assistant Director [F&A]

1256 RAJASTHAN MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LTD.
- (A Govt. of Rajasthan Undertaking)
Gandhi Block, Swasthya Bhawan, Tilak Marg, Jaipur-302005, India
Phone No: 0141-2228066, 2228064 Website: www.rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in
CIN:U24232RJ2011SGC035067 E-mail: edprmsc@nic.in

Ref. No.: F.02(326)/RMSCL/PROCUREMENT/DRUG/NIB-16/2021/933
Notice Inviting E-Bids
E-bids are invited upto 6.00 PM of 28.06.2021 for E-BID FOR RATE
CONTRACT CUM SUPPLY AND EMPANELMENT OF DRUG AND MEDICINES.
Details of NIB may be seen in the Bidding Documents at our office or at the
website of State Public procurement Portal http://sppp.raj.nic.in (UBN:
MSC2122GLOB00041) www.dipronline.org, http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in.

http://rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in and may be downloaded from there.
Executive Director (Procurement)
RMSCL

Dated:7.6.2021

Raj.Samwad/C/2115/2021-22

OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER,
PHED, REGION AJMER
PHONE No0.0145-2624748
No.F.()/Ar.MP/2021-2022/2326-66

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR WORKS

Following bids are invited interested bidders submits their bids online upto 25.06.2021.
others particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal (http://eproc.
rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.raj.nic.in)

FAX No. 0145-2627671
Dated: 1/6/21

OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER (PPP)
P.W.D., RAJASTHAN, JAIPUR

No.F/7(589)/PPP/SHA/WB/2021-22/D-161 DATED: 08/06/2021
NIT No. 08/2021-22

On behalf of Hon’ble Governor of Rajasthan, PWD, Rajasthan invites sealed
bids in specified format from interested Bidders for Package No WB/RSHDPII/
Annuity/03 to be financed by the World Bank on HAM through Two Envelope
e-Procurement bidding through National Competitive Bidding process as
per the World Bank Guidelines. The Bidding documents can be viewed or
/ and downloaded from website: http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, http://www.
pwd.rajasthan.gov.in and http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in from 14.06.2021; any
further amendments shall only be viewed on above websites.

UBN No. PWD2122WLOB01406
DIPR/C/5463

(V.K. Singh)
ACE (PPP), PWD, Jaipur

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

CONSTRUCTION ORGANISATION
E-TENDER
TENDER NOTICE NO.DCE-CN-CLT-OT-01-2021 Dt. 11.06.2021 &
DCE-CN-CLT-OT-02-2021 Dt. 11.06.2021

The Deputy Chief Engineer, Construction, Opposite Railway Station, Southern
Railway, Kozhikode - 673 001 invites e-tender for the following work(s)
as per Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) in our portal www.ireps.gov.in.
The tenderers/contractors intending to apply for the tender needs to get enrolled
in the portal www.ireps.gov.in and only online tenders will be accepted.
The cost of tender form and Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) should be made
online payment gateway in the web site by the way of multiple bank’s net-
banking, debit card and credit card.

1) DCE-CN-CLT-OT-01-2021 Dt. 11.06.2021

Doubling of track between Netravathi and Mangalore Central - Proposed
maintenance of newly commissioned track and connected works between
Netravathi (incl) and Mangalore Central (incl).

Item No.1; Approximate Cash Value in Rupees : 2412800.00
Earnest Money Deposit (Rupees) : 0.00; Cost of Tender form (Rupees) : 0.00;
Period of Completion in Month(s) : 6;

Closing/Opening date @ 11.00 hrs : 09.07.2021

2) DCE-CN-CLT-OT-02-2021 Dt. 11.06.2021

Doubling of track between Mangalore Junction - Panambur - Proposed house
keeping, hospitality services and directional works in the Deputy Chief

Engineer’s office at Mangaluru, officer’s rest house/Construction, Mangaluru
and premises of two years.

Item No.1; Approximate Cash Value in Rupees : 1521132.00
Earnest Money Deposit (Rupees) : 0.00; Cost of Tender form (Rupees) : 0.00;
Period of Completion in Month(s) : 24;
Closing/Opening date @ 11.00 hrs : 09.07.2021
lease be noted that the supplier for goods and/or Services for the

NIB No. PHE2122A1325

(Mukul Bhargava)
Additional Chief Engineer

DIPR/C/5389 PHED, Region, Ajmer

NIT No. Brief Description of works
18/2021-22 [Work of Reorganiation RWSS Bher & Chawandiya to provide FHTC
including one year Defect Liability period of SVS under JJM in the
jurisdiction of PHED Distt. Sub. Division First Nagaur, Dn Nagaur.
(Estimated Cost of work-Rs.705.19 lacs)
UBN No. PHE2122WLOB03046
19/2021-22 (Work of Reorganiation RWSS Guda Bhagwandas to provide FHTC
including one year Defect Liability period of SVS under JJM in the
jurisdiction of PHED Distt. Sub. Division First Nagaur, Dn Nagaur.
(Estimated Cost of work-Rs.334.36 lacs)
UBN No. PHE2122WS0B03047
20/2021-22  |Work of Reorganiation RWSS Panchala Sidha, Birloka & Conversion of
Sinod P& T / PSP Scheme to Piped Scheme to provide FHTC including
one year Defect Liability period of SVS under JUM in the jurisdiction of
PHED Distt. Sub. Division Second Nagaur, Dn Nagaur.
(Estimated Cost of work-Rs.757.35 lacs)
UBN No. PHE2122WLOB03048
21/2021-22  |Work of Reorganiation RWSS Madpura to provide FHTC including one
year Defect Liability period of SVS under JUM in the jurisdiction of PHED
Distt. Sub. Division Second Nagaur, Dn Nagaur. (Estimated Cost of work-
Rs.367.46 lacs)
UBN No. PHE2122WSOB03049 GST:ltma
22/2021-22 |Work of Reorganiation of various RWSS to provide FHTC including
one year Defect Liability period JJM in the jurisdiction of PHED Division time to time
Malpura district Tonk. e
(Estimated Cost of work-Rs.1329.20 lacs)
UBN No. PHE2122WLOB03049

tender/agreement, would be subject to GST Act and Rules as applicable from

For other details, please refer to web site portal www.ireps.gov.in or contact
Office of the Deputy Chief Engineer, Construction, Opposite to Railway Station,
Southern Railway, Kozhikode - 673 001.

Deputy Engineer (Construction),
Southern Railway, Kozhikode.

Follow us on : :’: twitter.com/GMSRailway

A ND-NDE



THE HINDU ceim
SUNDAY, JUNE 13, 2021

INTERVIEW | BRANKO MILANOVIC

No trade-off between lives and livelihoods in the long run’

India has a problem that is different to and deeper than the problem that the rich countries have, says a former lead economist of the World Bank

NARAYAN LAKSHMAN

As the world stumbles through a second year of the COVID-19
pandemic, it is clear that both its catastrophic toll on human
life and the severe socio-economic dislocation it has caused
matter equally. Yet there is growing inequality associated
with governments’ and private citizens’ responses to the pan-
demic regarding access to vaccines and policies to support
vulnerable groups. Professor Branko Milanovic, of the
Stone Center on Socio-Economic Inequality at the City Un-
iversity of New York, and former lead economist in the World
Bank’s Research Department for almost 20 years, share his
perspective on the relationship between inequality and diffe-
rent forms of capitalism across the world.

You have for decades
studied capitalism,
analysing its sub-types —
liberal and political
capitalisms — in your 2019
book “Capitalism Alone.”
The pandemic has thrown
its features into relief. How
would you describe the way
capitalist systems across the
world have responded to
this global crisis?

m If I were to summarise now
the situation, I would say
that both the U.S. and China
have played up to their

strong suits, and really have
played very miserably in the
areas where they were weak.

China did a pretty bad job
in the beginning, not be-
cause it did not stop the pan-
demic immediately, but be-
cause the political system in
China is such that lower le-
vels of administrative units,
in this particular case the
province of Hubei and the ci-
ty of Wuhan, had an incen-
tive to not reveal what was
happening to the higher
authorities hoping that ac-
tually they will be somehow

Expand GST waiver,

urges Punjab Minister
‘It should apply to all COVID-19 goods’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

Punjab’s Finance and Plan-
ning Minister Manpreet
Singh Badal questioned the
GST Council’s decision to
temporarily cut tax rates on
COVID-19 essentials instead
of waiving them altogether
and asked if COVID-19 is go-
ing to end in sync with the
tax concession deadlines.

Demanding that all CO-
VID-related goods be zero-
rated during the pandemic,
Mr. Badal, along with other
Finance Ministers repre-
senting the Congress, vehe-
mently opposed the imposi-
tion of GST on
COVID-related items and re-
corded their note of dissent.

He also reiterated the
Congress’ concerns about
no representative from the
party being included in the
GST Council’s Group of Mi-
nisters (GoM) that reviewed
the tax rates on COVID-19
essentials. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman dismis-
sed the charge saying that
GoM members are not se-
lected or excluded on the
basis of ‘party’.

The GoM should “stop
acting like a shahenshah
(emperor) amid a once in a
century crisis”, Mr. Badal
said.

“COVID-19 GST should be
zero-rated... How would a
consumer feel seeing GST
reflected on an invoice on
COVID-19 treatment?” he re-
marked, terming the reten-
tion of GST levies on several
preventive material and
treatment essentials as “in-

SUDOKU

A

Manpreet Singh Badal

sensitive”. While the Coun-
cil exempted two medicines
— tocilizumab and ampho-
tericin-B — from GST alto-
gether, other medicines and
goods such as masks, PPE
kits, hand sanitisers as well
as medical grade oxygen,
testing kits, ventilators, bi-
PAP machines and pulse ox-
imeters continue to be taxed
at a lower 5% rate.

“Stop collecting revenues
on furnaces for crematori-
ums. Stop taxing RT-PCR
machines. They are already
purchased at concessional
rate, and practically all
States also regulate the price
of the COVID-19 test,” he
pointed out.

“It is preposterous that
the principal opposition
party of India in both the
Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha has been excluded in
the GoM,” Mr. Badal said.

Mr. Badal cautioned that
the attempt to pick and
choose exemptions on the
grounds of inverted duty
structure or cheaper im-
ports would end up destroy-
ing the very foundation of
GST.
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able to push it under the car-
pet. That proved to be a dis-
astrous decision. Then, the
good side of the Chinese sys-
tem kicked in, in their ability
to share very strong central-
ised decisions, to have a dis-
ciplined population, to im-
plement draconian
measures quickly and to
have everybody or most
mostly everybody agree to
that.

The U.S. [response] also
has two sides. The negative
side was the total disarray,
which is not only due to the
Trump administration, but
general inability to impose
any measures, sniping bet-
ween different levels of go-
vernment, whether it is the
federal, state, or county go-
vernments. That’s why the
U.S. still has the highest num-
ber of deaths and cases.

But on the other hand, the
technology of the U.S. and
Western Europe kicked in
and the success in vaccines
was absolutely extraordin-
ary. It has never been the

But that’s the issue
with the virus —
whatever you say
now, three months
later, that turns out
that you've been half
wrong

C

case that in 12 months, we
have actually developed a
vaccine for an entirely new
disease and the rollout of the
vaccines in the U.S. was quite
successful.

Vaccine shortages have
hobbled India’s battle
against the coronavirus with

deadly consequences during
the second wave. Is this a
case of domestic inequality
getting exacerbated by
global inequality?

m In India’s case we have to
be a little bit careful. If we
had this conversation in Fe-
bruary, India was actually
considered a success case
compared to the expecta-
tions, which were actually
quite dire for India, taking in-
to account what happened in
1918, and the fact that is an
enormous country with ma-
ny people living in close
proximity.

But that’s the issue with
the virus — whatever you say
now, three months later, that
turns out that you’ve been
half wrong. Now the situa-
tion in India is improving.
But it was, as you men-
tioned, disastrous only
months ago.

It could be said that the
disregard by the government
of the dangers of the virus
coming back, and maybe the

disregard by the people who
believed that the virus was
behind them, led to the ca-
tastrophe that we have wit-
nessed in the last two
months.

While mRNA vaccines are
seen as cutting edge, and
they’ve been largely
deployed in the U.S. and
parts of Europe and the
U.K., India has not had that.

m This is the result of what is
called vaccine nationalism in
the U.S., U.K. and to a much
less extent Europe. These
countries have decided that
they are not going to export
vaccines until they have fin-
ished vaccination at home.
This shows the talk about
cosmopolitan approaches
and everybody being equal
to be wrong.

Is India doing enough by
way of welfare measures to
support those who
otherwise lack a safety net
during economic shocks

Voices muzzled, says Bengal FM

Amit Mitra sends
dissent note after
GST Council meet

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Terming the GST Council’s
move to retain tax levies on
COVID relief materials as a
‘totally anti-people decision’
that was ‘thrust’ upon mem-
bers, West Bengal Finance
Minister Amit Mitra accused
the Union Finance Ministry
of muzzling his voice in the
Council, in a strongly word-
ed dissent note.

Mr. Mitra said he repeat-
edly tried to voice objections
after Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman announced
the Council’s decision as its
chairperson, but “the Secre-
tary brought the meeting to
a close and the virtual link
was cut off”.

“Whither GST Council!”
Mr. Mitra remarked in a mis-
sive addressed to Ms. Sitha-
raman, marked to all State
Finance Ministers.

The West Bengal Finance
Minister said that he, along
with several Ministers, pro-
posed zero-rating or impos-
ing a 0.1% GST on COVID re-
lated materials for a limited
period, keeping the likely

IMA to hold
protest on
June 18

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Indian Medical Asso-
ciation will hold a protest
on June 18 against assault
on doctors.

In a statement, the apex
medical body asked all its
State and local branches
across the country to ob-
serve the protest, with the
slogan of ‘save the sa-
viours’, by wearing black
badges, masks, ribbons
and shirts and running an
awareness campaign
against violence targeting
healthcare professionals.

The IMA said press con-
ferences will also be organ-
ised, and they will also
meet local NGOs and vo-
luntary service leaders.

It termed “extremely
disturbing” a series of vio-
lence against doctors in the
past two weeks in Assam,
Bihar, West Bengal, Delhi,
Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka
and other places.

It demanded the imple-
mentation of the Central
Hospital and Health Care
Professionals Protection
Act with the Indian Penal
Code and the Code of Cri-
minal Procedure, standar-
disation and augmentation
of security in each hospi-
tal, and declaring hospitals
as protected zones, among
others. It further said that
June 15 will be observed as
a National Demand Day
and press meets will held
across the country.

C

As representatives of the
people, we have no way

to justify these decisions of
draconian nature. Therefore,

you have left me no option but
to record my dissent against
these anti-people decisions
which will hurt millions

of people

AMIT MITRA, WEST BENGAL FINANCE MINISTER

third wave of infections in
mind. Even former Bihar Fi-
nance Minister Sushil Kumar
Modi, now a BJP MP in the
Rajya Sabha, has recom-
mended a 0.1% GST as a solu-
tion “cutting across party
lines”, Mr. Mitra said.

“Unfortunately, you de-
cided not to agree with the
suggestions of so many Mi-
nisters,” the West Bengal Mi-
nister told the Union Fi-
nance Minister. “”The GST
Council was to consider pro-
viding significant relief to the
sufferings of the common
people and the struggling
health infrastructure... The
consumers of the COVID ma-
terials in this hour of need
would be greatly benefited
with only a 0.1% GST,” he
wrote.

“As representatives of the
people, we have no way to
justify these decisions of dra-

conian nature. Therefore,
but to record my dissent
cisions which will hurt mil-

sised.
Mr. Mitra said that Ms.

eral of his observations to-
wards the end of the Coun-

allowed to respond.

“Instead, you gave the

letion of some of my com-
ments by name and
shockingly, you agreed. I

maintained in 44 meetings

added.

- Anurag Thakur
- blames ‘poor
~connection’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
: NEW DELHI

Union Minister of State for
: Finance Anurag Thakur
: said it seemed as if West
© Bengal Finance Minister
you have left me no option : Amit Mitra, who said his
: voice was muzzled at Satur-
against these anti-people de- : day’s GST Council meeting,
¢ did not have a ‘stable VC
lions of people,” he empha- | connection” for the meet-
: ing.

“Revenue Secretary (Ta-

Sitharaman referred to sev- | Iun Bajaj) repeatedly in-

¢ formed him his line was
. breaking, that he was not

cil’s meeting, but he was not - properly audible and to

¢ turn off his video for better
¢ connectivity,” Mr. Thakur

floor to the Minister from Ut- : said ina series of tweets.

tar Pradesh, who sought de- .
¢ by the Uttar Pradesh Fi-
¢ nance Minister,
¢ heard Dr Mitra ji speak up
could never imagine that this | 1or did he ask to have his

would come to passina GST : opinion heard. Other mem-

Council meeting where my ¢ bers can attest to this,” Mr.

voice is muzzled, despite the Thakur asserted.

restraint and decorum I have : : c
¢ has never stifled dissent in

of the Council,” the Minister . the GST Council,” Mr. Tha-

¢ kur added.

“During the speech made

nobody

“The Finance Minister

Claims of COWIN hacking and
data leak are baseless: Centre

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The government on Satur-
day dismissed the claims of
hacking of the CoWIN por-
tal, which facilitates the na-
tional COVID-19 vaccination
drive, and data leak as
“baseless”.

In a statement, the Union
Health Ministry said the mat-
ter of the alleged hacking of
the Co-WIN system has been
investigated by the Compu-
ter Emergency Response
Team of the Union Ministry
of Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology.

R.S. Sharma, Chairman of
the Empowered Group on
Vaccine Administration,
clarified that “the claims of
so-called hackers on the
dark web, relating to alleged
hacking of the Co-WIN sys-
tem and data leak, is base-
less.”

associated with the
pandemic?

m India has a problem that is
different to and deeper than
the problem that the rich
countries have. Rich coun-
tries such as the U.S. and Eu-
rope have been able to go
through massive stimulus
packages and the support
packages, which have never
been seen in history. It is
much more difficult for
countries that do not have
resources like that. India
could have printed that mo-
ney, but then you have other
issues to face.

Second, the poor popula-
tion in India is huge. But it
was pointed out from very
early on that the lockdowns
are not really a trade-off in
the sense that the lockdowns
were saving lives and ena-
bling a relatively fast return
to economic activity. There
is a trade-off on a daily basis
but if you maybe extend it to
one or two months, the
trade-off disappeared.

Does India’s model of
capitalism fall between the
liberal capitalism of the
West and the political
capitalism of China, and if
so, will it continue to face
challenges of inequality and
corruption?

m It’s not by accident that In-
dia had a Planning Commis-
sion, given the very strong
influence of the Soviet Union
in the organisation of the
economic sphere, in terms of
planning the economy so as
to be able to grow faster.
That was the similarity
which India had in the past.
If you look at India today;, it is
much closer to liberal capi-
talism because of this politi-
cal system.

But it is also true that un-
der [Prime Minister Naren-
dra] Modi, there are certain
features that really make In-
dia [akin to] hybrid liberal
capitalism, [including] the
general emphasis on growth,
and disregard of certain de-
mocratic norms.

~‘Monoclonal antibody

treatment beneficial

But the timing is key, say doctors

BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN
NEW DELHI

Monoclonal antibody treat-
ment is now seen as a rela-
tively effective and safer al-
ternative  in  treating
COVID-19 patients, with
doctors stating that, as with
any other drug, timing is ve-
ry important for the admi-
nistration of the therapy.

Monoclonal  antibody
drugs fight disease by enlist-
ing natural immune system
functions.

If given within 72 hours
of the appearance of symp-
toms, it is proven to show
good results and could be
the way forward in tackling
the SARS-CoV-2 virus, doc-
tors note. Monoclonal anti-
bodies have previously
been used to treat infec-
tions such as Ebola and HIV.

“Monoclonal antibody
treatment isn’t a one-size-
fits-all therapy. It is to be gi-
ven only to mild COVID-19
patients who are not requir-
ing oxygen, and there is
high risk of progression or
hospitalisation due to exist-
ing comorbidities,” warns
Akshay Budhraja, senior

pulmonologist, Aakash
Healthcare.
Outwitting the virus

“Antibodies for COVID tar-
get specific proteins and
destroy them before they
initiate inflammation,
which causes worsening of
symptoms like breathless-
ness, blood clotting and sev-
ere pneumonia. In simple
words, antibody response,
which takes 7-10 days after
infection, gives the virus the
window period to attack the
body. This window period is
covered by injecting mono-

72,899 cases, 1,558 deaths recorded

Tamil Nadu reports highest number of infections followed by Kerala, Maharashtra

STAFF REPORTER
CHENNAI

India recorded 72,899 CO-
VID-19 cases and 1,558 new
deaths till 9.30 p.m. on Sa-
turday. The country has so
far reported 2,94,63,255 cas-
es and 3,69,135 deaths.

Tamil Nadu reported
15,108 new infections, fol-
lowed by Kerala (13,832) and
Maharashtra (10,697). Maha-
rashtra recorded 1,966 new
fatalities, followed by Tamil
Nadu (374) and Kerala (171).
Maharashtra’s fatalities in-
clude backlog deaths which
were missed in the previous
reports.

The figures do not include
cases and deaths from Pun-
jab, Odisha, Arunachal Pra-
desh, Chhattisgarh, Jhark-
hand, Tripura, and Ladakh.
The data is sourced from the
respective States’ health
bulletins.

Around 19.89 lakh sam-

Picking up pace
India's average daily COVID-19 vaccination rate has

improved significantly from the dip observed in May. An
average of 3.1 million doses was administered on June 11
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ples were tested on Friday
(the results for which were
made available on Saturday).

About 34.33 lakh vaccine
doses were administered in
the 24 hours ending 7 a.m.
on Saturday, which is nearly
1.6 lakh doses more than
what was recorded in the

previous 24 hours. However,
it is 2.16 lakh fewer than
what was recorded during
the corresponding period a
week ago. The seven-day
rolling average of daily vacci-
nations continues to in-
crease. It stood at 29.96 lakh
on June 12, which is more

than the 26.42 lakh recorded
a week before (June 5).

Vaccine doses

About 21.6% of adults, 42%
of those aged above 45, and
45.8% of people aged above
60, have been administered
at least one dose of vaccine
until 8.30 p.m. on Saturday.
While 14.9% of the popula-
tion has received at least one
dose, only 3.4% are fully vac-
cinated. The figures are
based on the estimated pop-
ulation in 2021.

The share of people who
are fully vaccinated in com-
parable economies such as
Brazil, Russia and South Afri-
cais11.07%, 9.59% and 0.81%
respectively. Among the
neighbours, 2.57% of Bangla-
desh’s population is fully
vaccinated while the figure
for Pakistan and Sri Lanka
stood at 1.15% and 1.81% res-

pectively.

clonal antibodies, which
help in reducing the symp-
toms and disease progres-
sion,” said Dr. Budhraja.

In the national capital,
the therapy was successful-
ly used in two patients re-
cently - a 36-year-old
healthcare worker and an
80-year-old male at the Sir
Ganga Ram Hospital. Ac-
cording to the doctors here,
both patients showed im-
provement within 12 hours
of  administering the
treatment.

Treating physician Pooja
Khosla, senior consultant,
Department of Medicine,
Sir Ganga Ram Hospital,
said that the two patients
were administered REG-
Cov2 (Casirivimab and Im-
devimab), designed to pro-
duce resistance against the
SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus.

“Monoclonal antibody
treatment could prove to be
a game changer in times to
come if used at the appro-
priate time. It can be given
up to 10 days from the be-
ginning of the symptoms
and is not for low oxygen le-
vel patients. This awareness
about early identification of
the high risk category in our
population and timely the-
rapy with monoclonal anti-
body as day care treatment
may reduce the burden of
cost on the healthcare sec-
tor,” Dr. Khosla said.

The doctor added that
monoclonal antibody thera-
py cost %60,000-70,000
and significantly reduced
hospital stay.

“The key principle while
using the therapy was that it
should be given at the right
time to the high risk group,”
she said.

Covaxin: data
on Phase 3
trial out soon

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Bharat Biotech on Saturday
said scientific standards of
the  indigenously-deve-
loped Covaxin are transpa-
rent, and the company has
so far published nine re-
search studies on its safety

and efficacy.

“Covaxin’s scientific
standards+commitment is
transparent.  Academic

journals, peer reviewers,
NIV-ICMR-BB researchers-
scientists, 9 studies & data
published,” Bharat Biotech
co-founder and joint ma-
naging director Suchitra EI-
la said in a tweet. “Current-
ly, data from both efficacy
and safety follow-up of Co-
vaxin’s Phase III trial is be-
ing analysed and compiled.
The company will make
the data from the final ana-
lysis public soon,” Bharat
Biotech said in a statement.
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PLA campaign highlights LAC actions

Ahead of CPC centenary, soldiers to present Chinass flag Taised on Pangong Lake’ during nationwide tour

ANANTH KRISHNAN

China’s People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) has begun a
domestic campaign ahead of
the ruling Communist Par-
ty’s July 1 centenary in which
it is highlighting last year’s
actions of its border defence
troops along the Line of Ac-
tual Control (LAC), specifi-
cally in Pangong Lake, as
part of a broader push to un-
derline the military’s firm
support to President Xi
Jinping.

Under the campaign, two
groups of eight “youth role
models”, a mix of military
and students, are visiting col-
leges and universities across
China. The group is being or-
ganised by the Central Mili-
tary Commission’s Political
Work Department and the
Party’s Youth League. The
group includes “elite and
skilled” PLA soldiers, includ-
ing some stationed in units
along the LAC, along with
“anti-epidemic  pioneers,
elite female coastguards and
scientists dedicated to polar
region research”, the mili-
tary said.

As part of the campaign,
the soldiers are presenting

China, U.S. diplomats clash over
human rights, pandemic origin -

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BEIJING
Top U.S. and Chinese diplo-
mats appear to have had
another sharply worded ex-
change, with Beijing saying
it told the U.S. to cease inter-
fering in its internal affairs.
Senior Chinese foreign
policy adviser Yang Jiechi
and Secretary of State Anto-
ny Blinken held a phone call
on Friday that revealed wide
divisions in a number of con-

Riyadh limits
Hajj to 60,000
vaccinated

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
RIYADH

Saudi Arabia announced
Saturday it will allow
60,000 residents vaccinat-
ed against COVID-19 to per-
form this year’s hajj, but
Muslims from abroad will
be barred for a second
straight year.

The hajj — a must for
able-bodied Muslims at
least once in their lives —
typically packs millions of
pilgrims into congested re-
ligious sites and could be a
major source of contagion
amid the coronavirus
pandemic.

This year it would be
“open for nationals and re-
sidents of the Kingdom, li-
mited to 60,000 pilgrims”,
the hajj ministry said, quot-
ed by the official Saudi
Press Agency.

The pilgrimage, sche-
duled to be held in July,
would be limited to those
who have been vaccinated
and are aged 18-65 with no
chronic illnesses, it said.
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Yimen County on Friday. =ap

Long trek: The herd of elephants near the Shijie Township in

TR

Boosting patriotism: A file photo showing PLA soldiers and

tanks during military disengagement along the LAC. =arp

China’s national flag “once
raised on Pangong Lake”, a
key site of tensions in 2020,
at various military units and
educational institutions as
they tour the country.

Two-fold message

The aim is “to learn and in-
ternalise the spirit of Presi-
dent Xi’s important speech
delivered during his recent
visit to Tsinghua University
and to celebrate the 100th
anniversary of the founding
of the Communist Party of
China,” the PLA said. Mr. Xi
had, in his speech, “encour-
aged young people to rise up

tentious areas, including the
curtailing of freedoms in
Hong Kong and the mass de-
tention of Muslims in the
Xinjiang region.

The State Department
said Mr. Blinken “stressed
the importance of coopera-
tion” regarding the origin of
the virus, including the need
for (World Health Organiza-
tion) Phase 2 expert-led stu-
dies in China.”

China is sensitive about

to the mission of national
rejuvenation”.

The campaign appears
aimed at delivering a two-
fold message targeted more
at a domestic audience than
abroad: to declare the mili-
tary’s unequivocal support
to Mr. Xi, and to also send a
message of patriotism ahead
of the July 1 anniversary. The
PLA is unique among militar-
ies in serving, first and fore-
most, a political party and
not a state, and political edu-
cation is a key part of mili-
tary training in China.

The PLA’s actions during
the LAC tensions of 2020 ap-

calls for investigation into
the origin of the SARS-CoV-2
because of suggestions that
it might have have escaped
from a laboratory in Wuhan,
where cases were first disco-
vered.

China “firmly opposes
any despicable acts that use
the epidemic as an excuse to
slander China and to shift
blames,” Mr. Yang was quot-
ed as saying by the official
Xinhua News Agency.

pear to be figuring promi-
nently in the campaign. Four
service members of “the bor-
der defence troops in the Ka-
rakoram went to visit several
military or civilian units to
share their stories of guard-
ing the border and defend-
ing the motherland,” PLA
spokesperson and Senior Co-
lonel Tan Kefei said at his
monthly briefing last month,
announcing the campaign.
An “emphasis of combat
readiness” was part of the
message. “One group of the
role models went to the coas-
tal regions in southeast Chi-
na, and the other group went
to the Gobi Desert in north-
west China, where they
boarded fighting vehicles
and warships, visited squads
and border sentry posts,” he
said. “They went to combat
positions and training
grounds, where they joined
the service members in
training and guard duty, pro-
viding professional know-
ledge counselling and skill
training to soldiers. The Ka-
rakoram border defence
troops presented the Chi-
nese national flag once
raised on the Pangong Lake
to the National Flag Guards,

a way of conveying their en-
thusiasm for defending the
motherland.”

The PLA spokesperson re-
ferred to the campaign high-
lighting a message to pro-
mote what he called the
“Karakoram spirit”, that was
“characterised by devotion
to border defence, hard
work, selfless dedication and
tenacity”.

The LAC tensions, which
began in late April and early
May 2020, culminated in a
clash on June 15, 2020 in the
Galwan  Valley, which
marked the worst violence
along the border since 1967.
Both sides have since disen-
gaged in Galwan Valley and
on the north and south
banks of Pangong Lake, but
talks have remained stalled
in other areas, including
Depsang, Demchok, Gogra
and Hot Springs. Indian offi-
cials have said the disengage-
ment process remains par-
tially completed and the
de-induction process of
troops still deployed in for-
ward areas near the LAC, a
key measure to restore nor-
malcy, is yet to take place
more than a year after the
tensions began.

Putin hopes Biden is not
impulsive like Trump

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON
Russian President Vladimir
Putin voiced hope on Friday
that U.S. President Joe Biden
will be less impulsive than
his predecessor Donald
Trump, ahead of his first
summit with the U.S. leader.

Mr. Putin described Mr.
Biden as a “career man”,
who has spent his life in
politics.

Though he described re-
lations with the U.S. as hav-

Security of airports, embassies
Atghan responsibility: Taliban

Turkey was ready to keep troops at Kabul airport: reports

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KABUL

Foreign forces should hold
‘no hope’ of keeping a mili-
tary presence in Afghanistan
after the U.S. and NATO
withdraw troops, the Tali-
ban said on Saturday, warn-
ing the security of embassies
and airports would be the
responsibility of Afghans.

It comes as western diplo-
mats and military officials
scramble to work out how to
provide security for any fu-
ture civilian presence they
keep in the country.

Turkey has reportedly
said it is prepared to keep
troops in Afghanistan to pro-
tect Kabul airport, the main
exit route for western diplo-
mats and humanitarian

workers.

“Every inch of Afghan
soil, its airports and security
of foreign embassies and di-
plomatic offices is the res-
ponsibility of the Afghans,

o W

China’s roaming jumbos
are on the move again

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BEIJING
China’s famed wandering
elephants are on the move
again, heading southwest
while a male who broke
from the herd is still keeping
his distance.

The group left a wildlife
reserve in the southwest of
Yunnan province more than

CcM
K

a year ago and has trekked
500 km north to the out-
skirts of the provincial capi-
tal of Kunming.

As of Saturday, they were
spotted in Shijie township in
the city of Yuxi, more than 8
km southwest of the Kunm-
ing suburb they had arrived
at last week, according to
state media reports.

»

An aerial view of the Hamid
Karzai International Airport
in Kabul. =RreuTers

consequently no one should
hold out hope of keeping
military or security pre-
sence in our country,” a
statement issued by the Tali-
ban on Saturday said.

“If anyone does make
such a mistake, the Afghan
people and the Islamic Emi-
rate shall view them as occu-
piers and shall take a stance
against them,” it added.

The United States is in the
final stages of completing a
military drawdown, along-

side NATO forces, by Sep-
tember 11 — twenty years af-
ter they invaded Afghanistan
and toppled the Taliban.

The decision to end
America’s longest war has
raised fears that an embol-
dened Taliban could topple
the Western-backed govern-
ment in Kabul.

The possibility of keeping
troops in Afghanistan is ex-
pected to be discussed dur-
ing a meeting of NATO lead-
ers in Brussels on Monday.

NATO Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg said last
month the alliance would
provide funding to help run
Kabul airport and train Af-
ghanistan’s special forces af-
ter it had left.

Turkish media later re-
ported that Ankara was will-
ing to maintain a presence in
the country, including at the
country’s main gateway, if
NATO provided financial
support.

Sri Lanka seeks $40 mn
in damages over ship fire

Vessel released tonnes of plastic waste

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
COLOMBO

Sri Lanka is seeking $40 mil-
lion in damages from the
operator of a ship that left
massive pollution when it
caught fire off the country’s
west coast, officials said on
Saturday.

Ports and Shipping Minis-
ter Rohitha Abeygunawar-
dena said an interim claim
had been lodged with X-
Press Feeders, which con-
trols the Singapore-regis-
tered MV X-Press Pearl.

The vessel has been sub-
merged in seas off Colombo
since June 2 after burning
for almost two weeks and
releasing tonnes of plastic
raw materials.

Environmentalists have

called it the “worst marine
disaster” in the country’s
history.

“In addition to this
(claim), we will also seek
reimbursement of the cost
of putting out the fire,” Mr.
Abeygunawardena said, ad-
ding that the full damage to
the environment was still
being assessed.

Sri Lanka has sought help
from Australia in studying
the impact on the local ma-
rine economy, which has
been hit by a fishing ban im-
posed since the disaster.

Fisheries Minister Kan-
chana Wijesekera said the
ban along an 80 km stretch
of coastline was lifted on Sa-
turday except for in the vi-
cinity of the wreckage.

ing “deteriorated to its low-
est point in recent years,”
Mr. Putin said he expects he
can work with Mr. Biden.

“It is my great hope that,
yes, there are some advan-
tages, some disadvantages,
but there will not be any im-
pulse-based movements on
behalf of the sitting U.S. Pre-
sident,” he said, adding that,
“I believe that former U.S.
President Trump is an ex-
traordinary individual, ta-
lented individual.”

G7 leaders take on China,
plan to stop new pandemics

They pledge huge infrastructure investment to counter BRI

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
CARBIS BAY

The G7 on Saturday unveiled
U.S.-led plans to counter
China in infrastructure fund-
ing for poorer nations, and a
new accord to prevent fu-
ture pandemics, as the elite
group sought to showcase
Western unity at its first in-
person summit since 2019.

Promising to “collectively
catalyse” hundreds of bil-
lions of infrastructure in-
vestment for low- and mid-
dle-income countries, the
G7 leaders said they would
offer a “values-driven, high-
standard and transparent”
partnership.

Their “Build Back Better
World” (B3W) project is
aimed at competing with
China’s trillion-dollar Belt
and Road infrastructure
(BRI) initiative, which has
been widely criticised for
saddling countries with un-
manageable debt but has in-
cluded even G7 member Ita-
ly since launching in 2013.

The White House said
President Joe Biden and fel-
low leaders addressed “stra-
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United stand: G7 leaders posing for a photo at the summit in
Carbis Bay, Cornwall, on Friday. =arp

tegic competition” with Beij-
ing on the second day of
their three-day summit in
Carbis Bay, southwest
England.

Meanwhile, Britain hailed
G7 agreement on the “Carbis
Bay Declaration”— a series of
commitments to curb future
pandemics after COVID-19
wrecked economies and
killed millions around the
world.

The collective steps in-
clude slashing the time ta-
ken to develop and license
vaccines, treatments and
diagnostics for any future
disease to under 100 days,

while reinforcing global sur-
veillance networks.

The G7 — Britain, Canada,
France, Germany, Italy, Ja-
pan and the U.S. — will for-
mally publish the pact on
Sunday.

German Chancellor Ange-
la Merkel called it an “impor-
tant initiative”. “We can’t sit
back and say that China will
do it but it’s the G7’s ambi-
tion to have a positive agen-
da for a number of countries
in the world which are still
lagging behind... I welcome
it,” she said.

RELATED REPORT)» PROFILES

British PM warns EU over
post-Brexit trade in N. Ireland

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
CARBIS BAY
U.K. Prime Minister Boris
Johnson on  Saturday
warned Europe he would
suspend a deal for post-Brex-
it trading arrangements in
Northern Ireland unless a
solution could be found to a
row over border checks.
Brussels has been an-
gered by London’s failure to
introduce checks on goods
heading across the Irish Sea

from the mainland UK. —
England, Scotland and
Wales — to the province of
Northern Ireland.

European leaders deli-
vered an ultimatum to Mr.
Johnson on the sidelines of
G7 summit, urging him to
keep his word and imple-
ment the Northern Ireland
“protocol”, which was
signed separately from a
trade deal between them.

But Mr. Johnson defiantly

restated his calls for the EU
to compromise, urging a
more pragmatic approach
after talks on the issue broke
down earlier this week.

He said he was not pre-
pared to endanger the terri-
torial integrity of the U.K.,
and would “not hesitate to
invoke Article 16 of the pro-

tocol, suspending its
application.

“We need to sort it out,”
he told Sky News.

Introducing
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Great apes in peril

A study involving over 60
co-authors has found that
African great apes, which
includes chimpanzees,
bonobos and gorillas, are set
to suffer massive range
declines due to impacts of
climate change, land-use
changes and increase in human
population.

RNA into DNA

Cellular polymerases build
RNA messages, copied from
DNA so that they can be read
efficiently by the proteins. It
was believed that this only
works one way - writing parts
of DNA on to RNA. But new
research published in Science
Advances shows that the
reverse can also happen.

Climate reconstruction
Dinosaurs must have had to
deal with warmer summers
than previously believed, finds
a new study. Using innovative
techniques, it reconstructs
climate of 78 million years
ago. This suggests that in the
mid latitudes, the summer
temperatures will rise due to
climate change.

Will 25% vaccines for private hospitals aggravate inequity?

R. PRASAD

On June 7, when India announced a reversal of vaccine procurement to a
system of centralised procurement with free vaccines to be provided for
the 18-44 age group, it allowed 25% of vaccine procurement exclusively
by the private sector. In an email to The Hindu, Dr. Gagandeep Kang,
Professor of Microbiology at CMC Vellore, and Dr. Chandrakant La-
hariya, physician-epidemiologist and a vaccine and health systems exp-
ert, discuss the ethical and structural challenges of setting aside 25% of

vaccines for private hospitals.

Is it prudent to allocate 25% of
vaccine supplies to private
hospitals when there is shortage
of vaccines? Does selling
vaccines, and that too at a far
higher price, go against the grain
of the universal free vaccination
programme that is needed during
the pandemic?

Gagandeep Kang: The universal
vaccination programme should
provide for free vaccines to all.
The goal of the immunisation pro-
gramme should be clearly defined,
whether it is prevention of severe
disease or deaths, or restoration of
the economy, or a calibrated mix
of the two primary aims.

When there is a shortage of sup-
ply, groups of individuals that
need to receive vaccines first
should be clearly delineated in the
prioritisation policy. Sometimes it
is not possible to identify or ad-
dress all priority groups in an in-
itial listing.

In India, we have always fol-
lowed a two-tiered structure for
immunisation. The bulk of immu-
nisation is provided by the public
sector which reaches the length
and breadth of the country. A
smaller proportion of immunisa-
tion is provided by the private sec-
tor, on payment basis; a much
wider range of vaccines are availa-
ble for those who can afford to pay
for them.

If it is decided, as it has been by
the government, the private sector
purchase of vaccines is justified
then clearly selling vaccines fol-
lows prior practice. The difference
is the shortage in supply, and the
need to ensure the coverage re-
quired for the target population. It
would have been useful to have

some guidance on the expected
coverage that needed to be
achieved before opening up to the
private sector.

With regard to the pricing, the
private sector has always charged
a higher price for immunisation
both for the purchase of the vac-
cine, which is determined by vac-
cine companies, and for the clinics
and hospitals that deliver the vac-
cination.

Chandrakant Lahariya: The
private sector has around 3-4% of
total COVID-19 vaccination sites.
Even if we factor in ‘on the cam-
pus vaccination drives’, which are
being carried out by the private
sector, the total vaccine require-
ment of the private sector is not
more than 10% of the current
availability. Therefore, allocation
of 25% of available vaccines to the
private sector is essentially cutting
down the vaccine supply to the
public sector facilities.

Moreover, allocating one-fourth
of vaccination at an average 7-8-
fold higher price (even if we factor
in share of various vaccines); es-
sentially means the total cost
which people have to pay for vac-
cines would be around 1.75-2-fold
higher than what the government
would spend for three-fourths of
the vaccine supply. At the vaccine
sharing formula, of the total CO-
VID-19 vaccine cost in India, two-
thirds will be paid by the people.
Then it becomes predominantly a
paid programme, rather than a
free vaccination programme, as
the government is calling it.

Will private hospitals being
predominantly found in urban
areas lead to vaccine inequity in
rural areas?

Digital divide: With technology-driven solutions to get registered, the
gap widens and puts poor, vulnerable, rural and marginalised at the end
of vaccine access. =GETTY IMAGES

c We also need to think
about the communication
and vaccination messages and
processes that need to be in
place for rural areas, and the
potential private partners to
deliver these vaccines in rural or
hard to reach areas, to reduce
vaccine inequity.
GAGANDEEP KANG

GK: Vaccine inequity is a critical
area of concern. However, immu-
nisation in rural areas is not usual-
ly undertaken by large private hos-
pitals. Private hospitals are located
in and serve the populations of ur-
ban areas. Even before the private
provision of vaccination started,
inequity was a concern, both be-
cause of the digital divide as well
as the delivery of vaccines in rural
areas.

We also need to think about the
communication and vaccination
messages and processes that need
to be in place for rural areas, and
the potential private partners to
deliver these vaccines in rural or
hard to reach areas, to reduce vac-
cine inequity.

CL: This is actually the key con-
cern. Vaccination from private fa-
cilities would remain mostly for
urban settings. This essentially

means the rich and urban popula-
tion has higher availability and ea-
sier access to the vaccines. This
further aggravates vaccine inequi-
ty as even the government vacci-
nation sites are far and few in rural
areas. We have already seen that
with technology-driven solutions
to get registered the gap widens
and puts poor, vulnerable, rural
and marginalised — who actually
need the vaccine most — at the end
of vaccine access. There is report-
edly higher vaccine hesitancy in
the rural population. All of this un-
derstanding should be used to de-
velop special strategies by the go-
vernment to proactively address
vaccine hesitancy.

Despite claims that allowing
private hospitals will lead to
exponential increase in
vaccination coverage, only about
10% of vaccines were
administered by private hospitals
early on when there was a cap on
price. Will we see an encore of
this with a cap on vaccine
administration charges?

CL: In the four-decade old univer-
sal immunisation programme
(UIP) of India, the private sector
share of total vaccines is around
15%. It is the government facility
which delivers around 85% of UIP

vaccines. Thus, there is no reason
to believe that the private sector
would have any big role in CO-
VID-19 vaccination. Moreover, the
market price of currently licensed
COVID-19 vaccines is far too high
and is affordable to only the rich.
The service charge is a fraction of
the vaccination cost. The core is-
sue is the vaccine price.

Should vaccine procurement not
be 100% centralised and private
hospitals provided free vaccines
by the government?

GK: I think that vaccine procure-
ment should be 100% by the go-
vernment. This should be provid-
ed through both public and
private vaccination facilities until
we reach at least 70% coverage of
the above 45 years age group and
the high-risk categories in the
younger ages. After that, the go-
vernment could consider the allo-
cation of a proportion of vaccines
through the private sector and let
the free market operate. Of
course, once it comes to children
needing vaccination, we will need
to reconsider based on supply and
strategy.

CL: The Central government
should pay and procure 100% of
vaccines at a single price. For peo-
ple, vaccines should be complete-
ly free, no matter whether they go
to a government or a private facil-
ity. At a private facility, the service
charge should be paid by the go-
vernment, on behalf of people. It
is a public health emergency and
not normal times.

Serum is supposed to increase
capacity to 100 million doses per
month by July. Covaxin
production too is supposed to
increase to 60-70 million per
month by July-August. But the
government is set to procure only
250 million Covishield doses and
190 million doses of Covaxin
between August and December.
This translates to procurement of
just 50 million doses of Covishield
and 38 million doses of Covaxin

per month during this period by
the government. Will that mean
that private hospitals will get
more than 25% of vaccines
produced?

GK: I think the orders currently
placed by the government are not
the entirety of the vaccine doses
that will be needed or procured gi-
ven the policy announced by the
government. Therefore, the fi-
gures currently available for the
gap between the production and
the availability of future doses
within the public immunisation
programme, are unlikely to be di-
rected entirely to the private sec-
tor. I think we should wait for the
government to place additional or-
ders with existing manufacturers.

CK: I believe the manufacturers
would use some of this to fulfil
their bilateral sales/purchase com-
mitment and global commitment
such as COVAX, which in my opi-
nion is a fair deal.

Will allocation of vaccines based
on a few parameters including
wastage lead to fudging of data or
denial of vaccines in some cases
to ensure reduced wastage? With
several States under-reporting
cases, will allotment based on
disease burden negatively impact
virus spread?

GK: It is a truism in public health
that we need to accurately mea-
sure what matters in order to de-
cide what action needs to be ta-
ken. If measurement is inaccurate
or deliberately misreported then
we have a problem of allocation
becoming inappropriate. There
are several alternative ways of de-
ciding on allocation, and perhaps
the simplest is to do it on the basis
of the eligible population.

I think we need to be aware that
the most important thing is to be
vaccinating as quickly as possible.
Allotment based on disease bur-
den would require an approach
that could saturate the most affect-
ed areas with vaccines to prevent
further spread.

Meet Bharitalasuchus tapani, a carnivorous reptile that lived 240 million years ago

The Indian fossil specimen was not studied earlier because it was not as
complete as the specimens found in other countries

ASWATHI PACHA

In the mid 20th century, re-
searchers from the Indian
Statistical Institute, Kolkata,
carried out extensive studies
on rocks of the Yerrapalli
Formation in what is now
Telangana, uncovering sev-
eral fossils. By studying
some of these specimens
stored at the Institute, an in-
ternational team has now
thrown light on a carnivo-
rous reptile that lived 240
million years ago.

This reptile belongs to a
genus and species previous-
ly unknown to science. They

the authors Saswati Bandyo-
padhyay from the Indian Sta-
tistical Institute adds: “Apart

named it Bharitalasuchus
tapani. In the Telugu lan-
guage, Bhari means huge,
Tala means head, and Su-
chus is the name of the
Egyptian crocodile-headed
deity. The species is named
after paleontologist Tapan
Roy Chowdhury in honour
of his contribution to Indian
vertebrate paleontology and
especially his extensive work
on the Yerrapalli Formation
tetrapod fauna.

Further studies revealed
that the reptile belonged to a
family of extinct reptiles
named Erythrosuchidae. “A
precise identification had

not been possible earlier be-
cause the family was not
known from other examples
in India. It was neglected be-
cause the fossil specimen
was not as complete as those
of other erythrosuchids
from other countries. Also,
because the few palaeontol-
ogists with expertise in the
family had not examined the
fossil or carried out the de-
tailed comparative work
needed,” explains David
Gower from the Natural His-
tory Museum London, in an
email to The Hindu. He is
one of the authors of the
paper recently published in

Ameghiniana.

The team notes that Bhar-
italasuchus tapani were ro-
bust animals with big heads
and large teeth, and these
probably predated other
smaller reptiles. They were
approximately the size of an
adult male lion and might
have been the largest preda-
tors in their ecosystems.

“The first Erythrosuchi-
dae remains were disco-
vered in South Africa in 1905
and more were found in Chi-
na and Russia. The South
African one is about 245 mil-
lion years old, while the
ones from China and Russia

Reconstructed fossil: Bharitalasuchus tapani were approximately the size of an adult male
lion and might have been the largest predators in their ecosystems. =

are around 240 million years
old. So the Indian one is one
of the youngest fossil re-
cords we have of an erythro-
suchid,” explains the first
author Martin D. Ezcurra
from the Argentinian Mu-

seum of Natural Sciences in
Buenos Aires.

Biological interaction

He adds: “It was surprising to
find tooth marks in the first
trunk vertebra of Bharitalasu-

A molecular view of SARS-CoV-2, the novel coronavirus

How scientists make out the difference
between variants of a virus

S

¥ SPEAKING
=/ OF SCIENCE

D. BALASUBRAMANIAN

Our happy memories of
school often include chemis-
try practicals - test tubes and
Bunsen burners. Chemistry
is the study of the properties
of molecules. Everything is
made of molecules. The sim-
ple chemicals that were
learnt in school, such as hy-
drochloric acid (which has
two atoms, one hydrogen;
one chlorine), are dwarfed
by the complexities of biolog-
ical chemistry. A protein mo-
lecule can have thousands of
atoms.

Simulating molecules

With increasing knowledge
of chemical principles, it has
been possible to move from
the ‘test tube’ to theoretical
studies of molecules, their
structure and their interac-
tions. Just as there are games
that let you simulate the
landing of an aircraft on your
computer screen, one can
simulate the interactions bet-
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ween complex biological
molecules with reasonable
accuracy. Whether in simu-
lating flight, or a molecule,
mathematical methods are
being linked to fundamental
laws of physics. After all a
protein is only a linear chain
of linked amino acids (of
which there are 20, each
made up of between 10 and
27 atoms), neatly folded into
a unique shape. Amino acids
vary in their charge (positive,
negative, neutral) or sticki-
ness. Some regions of the
chain of amino acids are bu-
ried in the core of the mole-
cule. Others are on the sur-
face. Surface amino acids
determine interactions bet-
ween proteins - important
for assembling a structure,
for binding to receptors, to
antibodies and so on.

Back in the real world, ma-
ny of us have anxiously fol-
lowed the progress of the co-
vid-19 pandemic, looking for

»

signs of it slowing down. We
have learnt new jargon, got
accustomed to scary images
of a ball-like virus particle
studded with “spikes”. Now,
we are confronted with new
and worrying variants, each
of which is described either
with a geographical moniker,
or with a WHO classification
(Greek alphabets alpha, be-
ta, etc.) or more accurately,
with a code such as E484K,
D614G. The numbers take us
back to our linear chain of
amino acids in a protein,
which in this case is the spike
protein on the surface of the
virus. The spike protein in-
itiates infection - it is attract-
ed to and binds to a receptor
molecule that lies on the sur-
face of cells in your lung and

other tissues. This protein
molecule is a chain of 1,273
amino acids, and three indi-
vidual molecules lock togeth-
er to form the familiar ‘spike’
shape. The 484 is the posi-
tion in the chain. It lies with-
in the crucial motif that
binds to the host receptor E
is shorthand for Glutamate,
an amino acid with a nega-
tive charge, which is now
mutated to K (Lysine) - an
amino acid with a positive
charge. This mutation is
found in the Beta and Gam-
ma variants.

Effect of mutations

Notice that the mutation has
replaced a  negatively
charged Glutamate with a
positively charged Lysine.

Spike detail: A spike (shown enlarged on the right) consists of
three intertwined molecules of the spike protein, and the
E484 amino acid is highlighted in red. =susHiL cHANDAN

c Modelling gives us
approximations of
what to expect whenever a
new variant of a viral

protein arises

Will this bode well for us hu-
mans? Available data from
the field suggest that infectiv-
ity of this particular variant
of the virus seems to be en-
hanced. It also appears to
make this variant less recog-
nisable to some antibodies
generated against the virus.

The Delta variant, much in
the news, has a E484Q muta-
tion, Q standing for Gluta-
mine - which is not very dif-
ferent from Glutamate (E),
but is neutral in charge and
polar. The second mutation
is L452R, which also lies
within the receptor-binding
motif of spike. L is Leucine,
an uncharged, ’sticky’ amino
acid and R the positively
charged Arginine.

An important point to be
made here is that the numer-
ous variants of concern do
not just have the one or two
amino acid changes in the re-
ceptor-binding domain of
the spike protein described
above. The Alpha variant
first seen in the U.K. has a to-
tal of 23 mutations. Nine of
these are in other parts of the
spike protein, some more are
in other constituents of the

virus, and are not well
understood.

It is apparent that changes
of this sort - a replacement
or two in a macromolecule -
can be modeled in a compu-
tational environment quite
efficiently and with reasona-
ble confidence. Such modell-
ing would give us quick ap-
proximations of what to
expect whenever a new var-
iant of a viral protein arises.
Going further, modelling
could help design and refine
drug molecules that would
bind tightly to a target pro-
tein. For example, the coro-
navirus has an enzyme, a
protease that trims the spike
protein to its correct size be-
fore a new virus particle is as-
sembled. A drug molecule
that would bind tightly to
this enzyme would inhibit
the trimming action and cur-
tail the growth of the virus.
Molecular modelling allows
you to try out thousands of
potential candidates for nar-
rowing down to a few best-fit
candidates that could then
be tested in real laboratory
experiments.

(This article has been co-
authored by Sushil Chandani
who is an independent con-
sultant in computer modell-
ing of complex molecules.)

dbala@lvpei.org

chus, indicating that a small-
er animal took a bite proba-
bly after the death of the
specimen. This is a nice ex-
ample of evidence of biologi-
cal interaction that occurred
240 million years ago.” One of

from this erythrosuchid rep-
tile, the fossil assemblage of
the Yerrapalli Formation in-
cludes many other extinct
creatures such as ceratodon-
tid lungfish, rhynchosaur and
allokotosaurian.”

She adds that future explo-
ration and excavation in this
unit are important in finding-
new fossils. “Unfortunately,
deforestation, mining, agri-
cultural expansion, urbanisa-
tion are gradually destroying
the fossiliferous localities of
India, and the Yerrapalli For-
mation of the Pranhita-Goda-
vari Basin is not an excep-
tion,” she concludes.

Question Corner

Hardy, vigorous
corals

Why do some corals
withstand climate
change better than
others?

In 2014 and 2015, the
brown rice coral in
Hawaii was completely
bleached, but the blue
rice coral recovered
quickly after bleaching,
and blue coral was
unaffected by the
elevated ocean
temperatures.
Researchers from the
Smithsonian
Conservation Biology
Institute, U.S., have now
decoded the reason for
this resilience. Hawaiian
blue rice corals have a
deep blue pigment
derived from algae called
zooxanthellae that live
inside the coral tissue.
The researchers found
that these algae produce
sunscreen for the coral.
This pigment has a
protein named
chromoprotein which

Corals underwater. =Gerty
IMAGES

filters out harmful UV
radiation The findings of
this study were
published this week in
Scientific Reports.

After the 2014 and
2015 Hawaii bleaching
events, the blue rice
coral was found to have
exceptional reproductive
vigour at 90% motility.
But the brown coral's
motility was only half
this. A key factor in the
blue rice coral's ability to
reproduce successfully
might be its sunscreen
pigment, which the coral
may retain even if it
bleaches.

Lead author Mike
Henley, explains in a
release that by studying
blue rice corals'
reproductive successes,
we can better
understand how other
corals weather climate
change and ocean
warming.

Readers may send their
questions / answers to
questioncorner@thehindu.co.in

»
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Bitcoin push

How does El Salvador plan to use the
cryptocurrency as legal tender and
what are the risks involved?

P.J. GEORGE

The story so far: On June 9, El Salvador became the
first sovereign nation to make a cryptocurrency legal
tender. The law pushed by its 39-year-old President,
Nayib Bukele, passed with 62 out of 84 votes. It
mandates that Bitcoin should now be accepted as a valid
payment by all establishments, except those that do not
have the technical wherewithal to do so. This puts the
digital currency that does not answer to any government
monetary policies on the same footing as the country’s
primary currency, the United States dollar.

Why is the U.S. dollar the currency in El Salvador?
El Salvador fully ‘dollarised’ its economy in 2001.
Countries adopt the U.S. dollar as their official currency
for several reasons, such as when their local currencies
fail (for example, Zimbabwe, which saw inflation in
multimillion percentages), or to take advantage of the
stability that it offers and attract investments. One of the
downsides is that the economies of ‘dollarised’ countries
get linked to the monetary policies of the Federal
Reserve in Washington. The U.S. central bank could set
rates that may benefit the U.S. economy but end up
hurting economies that use the same currency.

What is the rationale for using Bitcoin?
The Bill that Mr. Bukele proposed said that “Central
banks are increasingly taking actions that may cause
harm to the economic stability of El Salvador” and that
Bitcoin was being adopted “in order to mitigate the
negative impact from central banks”. The country’s
economy is also heavily reliant on remittances from El
Salvadoreans working abroad. According to World Bank
data, remittances made up almost $6 billion in 2019,
which was about 20% of the country’s GDP — one of the
highest ratios in the world. By enabling the transfer of
money via Bitcoins, Mr. Bukele says El Salvadoreans will
save on transaction fees of banks and agencies.
Politically, the current government in El Salvador and
the Joe Biden administration in the United States are at
odds. Recently, some of President Bukele’s right-hand
men found mention in a U.S. State Department list of
corrupt officials in central America. The United States’s
international aid agency is also moving money away
from the Bukele government after it voted to remove all
members of the Supreme Court.

How does Bitcoin
work?

Bitcoin is the first and
biggest of decentralised
cryptocurrencies, which
are online payment
systems that are
increasingly becoming
mainstream. Etherium,
Tether, and Binance Coin
are some of the many
others that have emerged
after Bitcoin.
Cryptocurrencies are built
on the back of blockchain
technology, a system of
distributed,
cryptographically-secured account keeping. In this
system, the users keep a tab on every digital ‘coin’ and
transaction rather than a banking system with a
governing body at its centre.

Cryptocurrencies as
commodities are
highly volatile, a
recent example being
the massive swings in
the values of Bitcoin
and Dogecoin. Another
problem is the
increasing energy use
associated with
cryptocurrencies
]

Why are governments wary?

Due to their core nature that shuns centralised control,
governments globally have been wary of
cryptocurrencies. A report from the U.S. Library of
Congress notes that most countries have warned their
citizens against investing in cryptocurrencies, let alone
allowing transactions in them. Some have tried to use
the technology to create government-sanctioned digital
currencies. China, a hub of cryptocurrency activity, has
issued a digital Yuan on blockchain while it cracks down
on other cryptocurrencies. The Bank of England has also
proposed a digital Sterling.

However, many countries, including India, have
allowed the treatment of cryptocurrencies as
commodities, resulting in a rising tide of investment in
them. After its introduction in 2009, Bitcoin saw its
biggest gain in value last year, having started 2020 at
$7,200 per coin and touching $65,000 in April of 2021,
before falling to $30,000 in May.

Cryptocurrencies as commodities are highly volatile, a
recent example being the massive swings in the values of
Bitcoin and Dogecoin, based merely on the tweets of
cryptocurrency ‘evangelist’ Elon Musk.

Another problem is the increasing energy use
associated with cryptocurrencies. The ‘mining’ of
Bitcoin, where individuals or companies set up powerful
systems to support the blockchain network, for which
they are rewarded in the currency, consumes “about the
same amount of energy annually as the Netherlands did
in 2019”, says a Reuters report citing data from the
University of Cambridge and the International Energy
Agency. “Bitcoin production is estimated to generate
between 22 and 22.9 million metric tonnes of carbon
dioxide emissions a year, or between the levels produced
by Jordan and Sri Lanka,” says the report.

How is El Salvador mitigating the risks?

According to Mr. Bukele, the government will protect
citizens from the volatility of Bitcoin prices by
guaranteeing quick convertibility to dollars. If a
shopkeeper does not want to hold the Bitcoin which they
now have to accept from customers, the government will
purchase it through a $150-million trust created at the
country’s development bank.

As for the carbon footprint, Mr. Bukele says he has
asked the State-owned geothermal electric company,
LaGeo, to connect renewable energy from the country’s
volcanoes to bitcoin mining facilities.
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What modifications has the Centre
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Changes in vaccine policy for COVID-19

announced and how will the
supply of doses be ramped up?

G. ANANTHAKRISHNAN

The story so far: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on June
7 reversed the Central government’s decentralised policy
for procurement of COVID-19 vaccines, declaring that
from June 21, vaccines for everyone above the age of 18
years would be procured by the Central government and
distributed free to the States. This ended the month-old
controversial system of States being asked to procure
vaccines for the 18-44 years age group at prices
announced by domestic manufacturers and import
vaccines through open tenders.

Why was the policy reversed?

The Centre’s announcement came after the Supreme
Court on May 31 held that the Union government’s policy
of not providing free vaccines to those in the 18-44 years
age bracket was prima facie “arbitrary and irrational”.
“The policy of the Central Government for conducting
free vaccination themselves for groups under the first 2
phases, and replacing it with paid vaccination by the
State/UT Governments and private hospitals for the
persons between 18-44 years is, prima facie, arbitrary
and irrational,” the court said in its order.

Under the latest policy, the Centre said it will procure
up to 75% of the doses of vaccines from manufacturers
and will provide them free of cost to the State
governments. Private institutions can procure the
remaining 25% of doses.

What is the state of vaccine availability?

Data on availability from individual manufacturers and
supplies to each State have not been published uniformly
by the Centre. Amid reports of severe shortages in many
States and the vaccination drive being suspended for the
18-44 years age group in a number of places, the Centre
said on June 9 that thus far, over 25 crore (25,06,41,440)
vaccine doses had been provided to the States and Union
Territories through the free distribution channel and
direct procurement category. Of these, 23,74,21,808
doses had been consumed, including wastage, and
1,33,68,727 remained to be administered.

Some data is available from the Centre’s arguments in
the Supreme Court on the three available vaccines at
present. The court recorded the position on May 31 as
follows: the production at the Serum Institute of India
(SII), which makes Covishield, is being raised from 5
crore doses a month to 6.5 crore doses by July 2021;
Bharat Biotech, the maker of Covaxin, will raise capacity
from 90 lakh to 2 crore doses per month, touching 5.5
crore doses per month by July; availability of Sputnik V
will go up from 30 lakh doses to 1.2 crore doses a month
by July.

In a letter to Union Home Minister Amit Shah, sent at
the end of May, SII said it would be able to provide 10
crore doses in June. Moreover, the Union Health Ministry
said the production capacity of Covaxin, which was 1
crore doses in April this year, was expected to touch 10
crore doses a month by September. The Centre said it
was in talks with other manufacturers, such as Pfizer,
Moderna and Johnson & Johnson, for procurement, but
the negotiations were reportedly bogged down by
demands from the companies for indemnity against any
compensation claims.

Soon after the reversal of the Centre’s vaccination
policy, it was announced that fresh orders for 44 crore
doses of Covishield and Covaxin had been placed by the
Union government, which would be available from
August-December this year. In addition, it also placed an
order for 30 crore doses of a protein sub-unit vaccine
produced by Hyderabad-based Biological E.

The Supreme Court has directed the Centre to provide

People in Hyderabad kept under observation after being vaccinated . =c.RrAMAKRISHNA

specific details of its
vaccination initiative,
including procurement,
percentage of population
covered, and plan for

The Centre has said
that a total of 12 crore
doses will be available
for June this year. Of
this, 6.09 crore doses

coverage.
will be available to the
States and Union What is the outlook
Territories for the for June supply?

The Centre has said that a
total of 12 crore doses will
be available for June this
year. Of this, 6.09 crore
doses will be available to
the States and UTs for the
priority groups — healthcare workers, frontline workers
and people aged 45 years and above — as free supply
from the government. Besides this, around 5.86 crore
doses will be available for direct procurement by the
States, UTs and private hospitals.

This statement was issued at May-end, and the court
ordered the Centre to outline its plan and the official
policy for the future. Greater clarity will come from the
court submissions on how the available doses will be
used, including the quantum for private hospitals.

Meanwhile, regulatory requirements for approved
imported vaccines have been relaxed and they can be
used almost immediately upon receipt, as the
government has waived the requirements of bridging
trials and testing of each batch at the Central Drugs
Laboratory, Kasauli. Small quantities of doses were
supplied to State governments in the first week of June as
immunisation rates dropped sharply.

priority groups
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How has the pricing of vaccines changed?

Pricing of COVID-19 vaccines, both for government
procurement and for beneficiaries, has shifted since the
first round of sponsored vaccinations in January for
healthcare and frontline workers. For vaccination of
these priority sectors, the two vaccines were initially sold
to the Centre at special prices — ¥200 a dose for
Covishield up to 100 million doses, and 295 per dose for
Covaxin, with free doses of it provided to the Centre
effectively reducing the price to ¥206.50 each.

When the second phase of vaccination was launched
on March 1, the Centre capped the price for Covishield
and Covaxin at private hospitals at 250 per dose.

Under the decentralised distribution of vaccines from

May 1, this cap was removed and manufacturers
announced differential pricing for State governments and
private hospitals.

However, these developments were soon rendered
moot by a widespread shortage of vaccines, and
governments largely provided vaccines only to the 60-
plus and targeted 45-plus categories.

Now, having taken over the responsibility of free
vaccination for all age groups from June 21, the Central
government has announced new prices for private
hospitals. They can charge a maximum of 150 per dose
as service charge and a GST of 5%, and with these, the
maximum price for a dose of Covishield would be 780,
for Covaxin it will be 1,410 per dose, and Sputnik V
would be available at 1,145 a shot.

What is the situation in the States?

According to data compiled by The Hindu, as of June 12,
14.9% of the population had got at least one dose of a
vaccine, and 3.4% had got both doses.

Many big States had fully vaccinated only a small
segment of the population as of that date: 51.2 lakh in
Maharashtra, 45.1 lakh in Gujarat, 29.8 lakh in Karnataka,
22.2 lakh in Kerala, and 26.1 lakh in Andhra Pradesh.
Single-dose coverage in these States varied between 88.7
lakh (in Kerala) and 2 crore (in Maharashtra).

The shortage of doses prompted many States to
announce a partial suspension of vaccinations,
particularly for the 18-44 years age group, and in some
cases, for first doses.

The Hindu’s Data Team, based on official data up to
May 24 — after which they were not published —
estimated that utilisation in the largest States ranged from
86.6% in Uttar Pradesh, 84.7% in Tamil Nadu, 97.9% in
Maharashtra and 92.8% in Bihar; the figure was 95.4% for
Delhi. In the second wave of infections, the demand for
vaccines shot up. For instance, in the past few weeks,
Tamil Nadu’s utilisation rate has increased sharply, and as
of June 6, the State had utilised over 95% of vaccines it
received from the Centre and through its own channels.

Most States drew a blank with their efforts to directly
procure vaccines at the global level, since pharma
companies preferred to deal only with national
governments. The Delhi government has complained that
the Centre issued a gag order to States and UTs against
publishing information on vaccine supply and
availability, as the world’s “largest immunisation
programme” came under intense scrutiny.

New guidelines on Remdesivir, steroids

Why has the Centre revised the protocol for mild cases and which drugs are not recommended anymore?

BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN

The story so far: The Union Health Ministry has revised
its guidelines for the treatment of COVID-19 patients,
particularly for the use of steroids, with doctors reporting
a worrying rise in medical complications, such as
mucormycosis, due to the abuse of drugs and therapies
during treatment. The new protocol advises doctors to
drop from usage medicines such as ivermectin,
doxycycline and hydroxychloroquine to treat mild
COVID-19 cases. The revised guidelines, issued on May 27,
recommend the use of antipyretics for fever and
antitussives for cold in asymptomatic and mild cases.

What are the complications being reported?
Mucormycosis causes black lesions on the nasal bridge or
the upper inside of the mouth, which can quickly become
more severe, leading to blurred or double vision, chest
pain, breathing difficulties, and coughing of blood.
COVID-19 patients with diabetes and a weakened immune
system are particularly prone to this fungal attack.
Doctors point out that it is clear that the virus affects
not just the respiratory system but other organs as well,
including the liver and kidneys. “Long COVID-19 is also
seen among recovered patients well into three months
and beyond. People with co-morbidities are more
vulnerable and irrational use of drugs can have extreme
adverse effects on the outcome with COVID-19,” they say.

Which drugs have been dropped from the list?

For patients with mild symptoms, the Ministry dropped
from its recommendations several drugs that were being
used widely for treatment until now. For example, the
Ministry has removed hydroxychloroquine, ivermectin,
azithromycin, doxycycline, zinc and favipiravir from its
list of recommended drugs for treating patients with mild
infection. Plasma therapy, which was previously used
extensively, has also been dropped from the list.

The Ministry also dissuaded medical practitioners from
prescribing unnecessary tests, such as CT scans. For
asymptomatic cases, the guidelines said no medication is
required, while medications for other co-morbid
conditions should be continued. The new protocol calls
for a healthy balanced diet with proper hydration, while
advising patients and their families to stay connected and
engage in positive talks through phone, video calls, etc.

In mild cases, the guidelines recommended self-
monitoring for fever, breathlessness, oxygen saturation or
worsening of any symptoms. People may take antipyretics
or antitussives for symptomatic relief, and may inhale
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budesonide at a dose of 800 mcg twice a day for five days
for cough, the guidelines said. “No other COVID-19-
specific medication required. Patients may have to be
investigated further if symptoms persist or deteriorate,”
the document states.

What do the guidelines specify on medicines?
The Ministry has also revised its policy on Remdesivir,
stating that it can be given only to “select moderate/
severe hospitalised COVID-19 patients” on supplemental
oxygen. The Ministry noted that this is a reserve drug

approved under Emergency Use Authorisation based only

on limited scientific evidence globally. It further stated
that the drug is not to be prescribed for patients with
mild symptoms who are under home care or at COVID
Care Centres, and that doctors are advised to exercise
extreme caution in using this reserve/experimental/
Emergency Use Authorisation drug.

The Ministry said the advisory and revised guidelines
are aimed at stopping the misuse of drugs and therapies
which cost a lot and have limited availability, along with
the potential to cause harm.

In the case of Remdesivir, particularly, the government
said that the drug should be taken on advice by senior
faculty members or specialists directly involved in a
patient’s care. “It should be procured and provided by
the hospitals only; the patient’s attendants/relatives

should not be asked to procure Remdesivir from the retail

market,” the Ministry said.

On Tocilizumab, the guidelines said that it is an
immunosuppressant drug and that it has been approved
for use as an off-label drug only in severe and critically ill

patients. The document notes that steroids are harmful in

asymptomatic and mild cases of COVID-19. It points out

that steroids are to be
prescribed only in patients
who are hospitalised with
moderately severe and
critical symptoms and are
to be administered at the
“right time, in the right

The Ministry said the
advisory and revised
guidelines are aimed
at stopping the
misuse of drugs and
therapies which cost a

lot and have limited dose and for the right
availability, along duration”.

with the potential to What do the guidelines
cause harm say for asymptomatic
[ | patients?

For asymptomatic and mild

cases, the guidelines

suggest a six-minute walk
test. Patients should walk for six minutes with a pulse
oximeter attached to a finger. If oxygen saturation falls
below 94% or if the reading varies from three to five
percentage points, or if the patient feels unwell
(lightheaded, short of breath), admission to a hospital for
observation may be required.

Has anything been suggested for children with
COVID-19?

The government has issued comprehensive guidelines for
the management of COVID-19 among children under 18
years of age, in which Remdesivir has not been
recommended and rational use of HRCT (high-resolution
computed tomography) imaging has been suggested.
Also, the guidelines note that steroids are harmful in
asymptomatic and mild cases of infection. Mask is not
recommended for children below five years of age.
However, children aged between six and 11 years may
wear a mask, but only under the supervision of parents
and the consulting doctor, the guidelines said.

For asymptomatic infection among children, the
guidelines recommend no specific medication and advise
following appropriate measures (wearing a mask,
following strict hand hygiene, physical distancing) and a
nutritious diet. The guidelines say that for mild infection,
paracetamol at 10-15mg/kg/dose may be given every four
to six hours for fever; throat-soothing agents and warm
saline gargles in older children and adolescents have
been recommended for cough.

Doctors have noted that a high percentage of children
who got infected and were hospitalised during the second
wave of infections had either co-morbidities or low
immunity. They added that healthy children with mild
illness recovered without the need for hospitalisation.
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Reviving the spirit
of multilateralism

The G7 countries seek to overcome internal
differences and strengthen their economic and
geopolitical bond to face multiple challenges from
fighting COVID-19 to tackling the rise of China

SRINIVASAN RAMANI

s the leaders of seven
nations — the U.S., Ger-
UK,

InE many, the

n Focus France, Canada, Japan and
= Formed in Italy — meet in Cornwall in
1975 in the south-west England, they
aftermath of  o]1d be marking the 47th
the 1973 0il diti f the “G f se-
Crisis, the g7~ €dition ol the “LIroup of se
then ven” summit. Besides the in-
collectively ternational milieu in which
produced this summit is being con-
70% of the ducted — the ongoing CO-
world's GDP,

a number that
has dropped

to 40% now

s The G7
became the
G8 with
Russia's
admission into
the group in
1998. But it
reverted to
the G7 in
2014,
following
Russia's
annexation of
Crimea

= Over the
years, the
group has
taken up a
host of issues
ranging from
economic
growth to
environmental
issues and
terrorism. The
latest summit
seeks to
address
global health
challenges

VID-19 pandemic — its signifi-
cance lies also in who is not
attending the summit: form-
er U.S. President Donald
Trump.

The G7 prides itself as a
group of nations that stead-
fastly promote liberal de-
mocracy and enjoy econom-
ic prosperity, which they
seek to institutionalise
through multilateral cooper-
ation. When Mr. Trump was
at the helm in the U.S., his
transactional approach to in-
ternational relations showed
disdain for multilateralism,
evidenced in particular in
the way he pulled the U.S out
of the Paris Accord, and
openly complained about
the summit itself being “out-
dated”. The current Presi-
dent of the U.S., Joe Biden
has sought to reorient his
country’s policy towards
multilateralism, which in-
cludes closer coordination
with traditional allies in the
Global North and this sets
the stage for a renewed em-
phasis of purpose for the G7
as they meet in Cornwall.

Already, the Finance Mi-
nisters of the G7, who had
met on June 4-5 in the run-up
to the summit, had agreed to
backing a minimum global
tax rate of 15% for multina-

tional corporations, thereby
setting the stage for MNCs to
pay a fairer share of taxes in
jurisdictions where they
make money and profits,
rather than playing govern-
ments in a race where they
will compete on who will tax
them the least and allowing
MNCs to take advantage of
“tax havens”. Even consider-
ing the fact that the tax rate
of 15% is low according to
some critics (Mr. Biden had
himself proposed 21%), this
move will herald corrective
steps that could benefit both
large and medium econo-
mies. The U.S. in particular is
desperate to shore up its re-
venues as its government an-
nounced big spending plans
to tide over the economic cri-
sis wrought by the pandem-
ic. The Biden administration
has hinted that it could gain
nearly $500 billion in tax re-
venue over a decade if the
global minimum tax idea
comes to pass.

More steps remain for this
to become reality — the G7
countries would have to con-
vince other nations in the
broader G20, which includes
China, India, Russia and
South Africa. According to
the U.K.-based Tax Justice
Network, India suffers an an-
nual loss of $10 billion due to
lax tax laws on MNCs globally
and countries such as India
should also agree to this
deal, but getting a sign-in
from others such as Ireland,
which benefits from lower
taxes on MNCs, will not be
easy. Even within the U.S.,
where President Biden’s
power to get legislation
passed rests on a razor-thin
majority at the Senate and
House of Representatives of

The Finance
Ministers of the G7,
who had met on June
4-5 in the run-up to
the summit, had
agreed to backing a
minimum global tax
rate of 15% for MNCs

Congress, the going would
not be easy as the Republi-
can Party is loath to taxing
corporations.

Yet, for the G7 to have
made a global minimum tax
a possibility was a “multilat-
eral” breakthrough of sorts
for cooperation among these
nations. Despite its collec-
tively large economies and a
commitment to liberal de-
mocratic values, the G7 is no
longer the behemoth that it
was. Formed in 1975 in the af-
termath of the 1973 Qil Crisis,
the G7 then collectively pro-
duced 70% of the world’s
GDP, a number that has
dropped to 40%, as the Eco-
nomist points out. The larger
G20 has become a more rele-

vant multilateral body due to
the inclusion of economies
such as Brazil, China, India
and South Africa but the abil-
ity of the G7 summit to set
the tone for cooperation on
global issues has not
diminished.

Economic differences
When the G7 summits begun
in the mid-1970s, the heads
of states sought to resolve
economic differences related
to exchange rate policy,
growth, inflation, energy pol-
icy among others and this set
the stage for multilateral
trade arrangements and ne-
gotiations with the European
Union and Japan assuming
greater responsibilities on
multilateral issues along with
the U.S. Interestingly, the
consensus among these na-
tions, especially in the 1990s,
to promote policies for the
ease of flow of multinational
capital and a concomitant re-
duction in expansive welfa-
rism by the states, set the
tone for the “tax competi-
tion” among states which
went on to benefit MNCs.

As the summits pro-
gressed, the emphasis on

economic issues remained
salient and endured, but the
heads of States began to
prioritise other matters as
well, especially after the end
of the Cold War — the envi-
ronment, debt relief for de-
veloping countries, and the
strains on globalisation. Ter-
rorism also became a key
agenda for discussion and ac-
tion. The G7 also became the
G8 with Russia’s admission
into the group in 1998, des-
pite its limited national
wealth compared to the oth-
er countries. The G8 revert-
ed to the G7 again in 2014,
following Russia’s expulsion
after its annexation of
Crimea.

The Cornwall summit in-
cludes invitees in heads of
state from outside the G7 as
well — Australia, South Korea
and India with Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi set to at-
tend it remotely. The pre-
sence of these three
countries is seen as a nod to
the recognition of their dis-
content with the influence of
China, which persists with
what the West believes is an
anachronistic single party re-
gime but is also an economic

superpower. In the summit,
G7 leaders unveiled the Build
Back Better World project,
which pledges hundreds of
billions of infrastructure in-
vestment in low- and middle-
income countries based on
"values-driven, high-stan-
dard and transparent" part-
nerships. It is seen as a coun-
terweight against China's
multi-billion-dollar Belt and
Road Initiative.

While U.K. Prime Minister
Boris Johnson has sought to
hail the traditional trans-At-
lantic ties with the U.S. and a
revival of their mutual role in
setting the multilateral tone
for G7 and beyond, the Brexit
issue has cast a shadow over
their ties.

Mr. Biden, unlike Mr.
Trump, had steadfastly op-
posed Brexit and his advisers
have raised concerns over
the Britain’s dispute with the
EU over Northern Ireland Mr.
Johnson might be pressed to
make concessions to address
such concerns.

Global health
More significantly though,

the G7’s declaration on glo-
bal health in which they
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commit to resources to
quickly develop and license
vaccines, medicines and
diagnostics for future diseas-
es is an important step that
recognises the havoc that CO-
VID-19 has wrought across
the world and the need to
prepare for future epidem-
ics.

Mr. Johnson has said he
wishes for the entire world to
be vaccinated by 2022, but
has not specified details as to
how this can be achieved. If
the summit manages to agree
to substantially extend vac-
cine availability for low-in-
come countries, that would
be a great achievement.

After all, the disparity in
vaccine availability with the
U.S. and EU cornering vac-
cines far more than what
their populations need while
other countries, India and
those in Africa, are ham-
pered by shortages, is a con-
sequence of the autarkic turn
during the Trump period.

If the G7 seeks to revive its
multilateral emphasis in the
spirit of globalisation, ad-
dressing the vaccine dispari-
ty will truly take it forward
from the dregs of Trumpism.

Y.S. SHARMILA

The rise of the daughter

YSR’s daughter is entering active politics in Telangana with her own party

N. RAHUL

new party will be
Aborn in Telangana on
July 8, the birth anni-
versary of former Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister Y.S.
Rajasekhara Reddy, when
his daughter, Y.S. Sharmila,
begins a new political jour-
ney. When news broke
about her plans to float a
political party in Telangana,
many wondered what im-
pact her move would have
on the State’s politics as she
hailed from Kadapa in And-
hra Pradesh, where her el-
der brother, Y.S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy, is the Chief
Minister.

Ms. Sharmila had never
been into the rough and
tumble of politics until June
2012, when she campaigned
for her brother in his ab-
sence in byelections to 18
Assembly and one Lok Sab-
ha constituencies. Jagan, as
Mr. Reddy, president of the
YSR Congress Party
(YSRCP), is popularly
known, was then in jail in
connection with a dozen as-
sets cases. The YSRCP then
won 15 Assembly seats and
the lone Nellore Lok Sabha
constituency in the polls,
which took place after Jagan
parted with the Congress.

In October 2012, Ms.
Sharmila launched a 3,112-
km padayatra (journey on
foot), from her father’s
grave in Idupulapaya near
their hometown Pulivendu-
la in Kadapa. The yatra cul-
minated at the column “Vi-
jaya Vatika”, constructed to
symbolise the success of the
‘Maha Prasthanam’ yatra of
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her father at Ichapuram in
Srikakulamin 2003.

Ms. Sharmila was re-
ceived by huge crowds at the
over 150 public meetings
she addressed en route. She
had to take a two-month
break in the midst of the ya-
tra because of a fractured
knee, which required sur-
gery. During the speeches,
she invoked memories of
her father, with his trade-
mark wave to crowds with
the left hand. She walked 13
km a day and held several
racha banda meetings (inte-
raction with village com-
munities). She remained at
home following Jagan’s re-
lease on bail after a year and
a half of imprisonment in
September 2013. He then
resumed his own “Odarpu
yatra”, to console the fami-
lies of his father’s suppor-
ters who died.

Nearly five years later,
Ms. Sharmila shot back to
fame again, this time with
an 11-day bus yatra to cam-
paign for the YSRCP in the
2019 Assembly and Lok Sab-

»
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ha elections. The yatra went
with a brand name “Bye bye
Babu” and the bus had a
ticking clock, suggesting
that it was a countdown for
Chandrababu Naidu, who
was then the Chief Minister
of Andhra Pradesh. The
YSRCP secured a resound-
ing victory in the polls.

Differences in family
With the rout of Mr. Naidu in
the elections and Jagan be-
coming Chief Minister, Ms.
Sharmila and her mother,
who was the honorary presi-
dent of the YSRCP, became
silent. There were reports
that  differences  had
cropped up in the family
when Ms. Sharmila made
public her political ambi-
tions by convening a meet-
ing of her supporters from
Telangana at her Lotus Pond
residence on February 9.
Jagan’s chief adviser and
YSRCP general secretary Saj-
jala Ramakrishna Reddy
claimed that the differences
were sorted out. “We have
tried our level best to dis-

suade Sharmila from plung-
ing into active politics,
which is a tough area, but
her decision is [her] con-
scious choice. She feels
there is a political vacuum
in Telangana,” said Mr. Ra-
makrishna Reddy.

He made it clear that
neither Jagan nor the YSRCP
will have anything to do
with Ms. Sharmila’s party.

Ever since, there has
been hectic political activity
at Lotus Pond. A close aide
of the family, Vaduka Raja-
gopal, applied for registra-
tion of the party as YSR Te-
langana Party with the
Election Commission. Ms.
Sharmila then announced
formation of the party at a
public meeting in Kham-
mam, following a series of
meetings with supporters.
She also held a hunger strike
at Dharna Chowk in Hydera-
bad, focusing on unemploy-
ment in Telangana, but she
was moved away by the pol-
ice in a day after giving per-
mission for three days.

Ms. Sharmila visited a vil-
lage in Medak district to
console the kin of youth
who committed suicide due
to unemployment on Telan-
gana State formation day
(June 2) and also paid tri-
butes to Telangana martyrs
memorial in Hyderabad. On
Twitter, she is lashing out at
the government. She seems
determined on what should
be done — build a political
party as a counterweight to
the Telangana Rashtra Sa-
mithi like her brother did in
Andhra Pradesh. It's to be
seen whether she would
manage to pull it off.

ANUP CHANDRA PANDEY

A bureaucrat for all seasons

The former U.P. Chief Secretary has been appointed Election Commissioner

MAHESH LANGA
OMAR RASHID

hen the news of
\ ;\ / Anup  Chandra
Pandey’s appoint-

ment as Election Commis-
sioner came on Tuesday
night, it surprised many be-
cause the buzz in Delhi’s
power corridors was about a
few other names who re-
tired from the Government
of India at the secretary le-
vel. However, the govern-
ment picked the retired
Chief Secretary of poll-
bound Uttar Pradesh for the
coveted position.

A former IAS officer of the
1984 batch, the 62-year-old
Mr. Pandey joins the three-
member Commission as its
third member. Former Cen-
tral Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) chairman Sushil
Chandra, who is the Chief
Election Commissioner, and
former Finance Secretary
Rajiv Kumar are the other
two members.

Mr. Pandey retired after
an extended tenure as the
Chief Secretary of Uttar Pra-
desh. He became Chief Se-
cretary in June 2018 and re-
tired in August 2019, after a
six-month extension. As the
Election Commissioner, his
first major task would be to
conduct the Assembly elec-
tion in Uttar Pradesh, where
Yogi Adityanath will seek re-
election.

However, a cursory
glance at Mr. Pandey’s ca-
reer suggests that he has
been a man for all seasons
and has enjoyed crucial
postings during all govern-
ments. “He served at impor-
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tant positions in all govern-
ments in the State and his
tenures have remained
mostly non-controversial,” a
political insider in Lucknow
said. Apart from his wide ex-
perience in industries, fi-
nance, health, education
and development adminis-
tration, Mr. Pandey is
known for his networking in
the industrial sector, stra-
tegic planning and crisis
management, as per the ob-
server.

In his LinkedIn profile,
Mr. Pandey describes him-
self as a “career bureaucrat”
with more than three-and-a-
half decade experience in
the administration at the
State as well as in the Union
level in various positions.
“Strong skill-set to handle
complex administrative pro-
blems,” he writes in his bio,
referring to his strengths.

Mega events

Further, he credits himself
for successfully piloting
schemes and holding mega
events such as the farm loan

waiver, investors’ summit in
2018 in Lucknow, Kumbh
Mela in Prayagraj and Prava-
si Bharatiya Divas in Varana-
si, the Prime Minister’s Lok
Sabha constituency, in 2019.

‘Able official’

In August, 2019, when he re-
tired as the Chief Secretary,
Chief Minister Adityanath
showered him with acco-
lades calling him an “able
and proficient official” who
carried out the tasks given
to him efficiently. In almost
all major policy initiatives of
the U.P. government or pol-
itically important schemes
such as farm loan waiver,
Mr. Pandey’s imprints could
be seen. The political bosses
in Delhi, who are very choo-
sy about appointing officials
in high-profile positions, ap-
parently saw several plus
points in him besides his
seeming closeness with the
government in Lucknow. In-
terestingly, under the NDA
government, he is another
ex-Chief Secretary to be ap-
pointed in the poll body.

»

Earlier, former Gujarat Chief
Secretary A.K. Joti was made
the Election Commissioner.

Another factor that also
swung in his favour is his
amiable nature to work with
colleagues as well as subor-
dinates which could help
him create a sense of ba-
lance in the three-member
body, which recently saw
the two incumbents spar-
ring over the holding and
handling of the Assembly
polls in Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal, Kerala and Pudu-
cherry in the midst of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

As Election Commission-
er, Mr. Pandey will see cru-
cial Assembly polls starting
with Uttar Pradesh, Punjab,
Goa, Uttarakhand and Mani-
pur in early next year and
then Gujarat and Himachal
Pradesh in the last month of
2022. Subsequently, in
2023, there will be Assemb-
ly polls in Karnataka and
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattis-
garh and Rajasthan. He will
demit office in February
2024, just before the next
Lok Sabha polls. As per the
age criterion guiding the
Election Commissioners,
the retirement age has been
fixed at 65 years.

With his appointment, all
the three members of the
poll body have a common
thread — U.P. Chief Election
Commissioner Chandra is a
former Indian Revenue Ser-
vice officer from U.P. and so
is Rajiv Kumar, a former
Jharkhand cadre official. Mr.
Pandey was born in Punjab
but was allotted the U.P.
cadre after he passed the ci-
vil services exam.
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CAIT urges CCI probe
against Amazon, Flipkart

Group writes to Goyal after HC ruling

FAME II to
spur new tech,
says Venu

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

TVS Motor Company Limi-
ted’s Joint Managing Direc-
tor Sudarshan Venu on Sa-
turday welcomed the
revision of FAME II subsi-
dies for electric two-wheel-
ers, and said the move
would give a fillip to both
increased adoption and
technology development.

“Sustainable  mobility
solutions are very impor-
tant for the future and TVS
is investing significantly be-
hind this,” Mr. Venu said in
a statement.

“The improved incen-
tives for electric two-
wheelers will increase pe-
netration. Such policy di-
rection should lead to the
indigenous development
of future technology,” the
TVS Motor Co. JMD added.

“Revised subsidies to spur EV demand’

Electric 2-wheeler makers term increased support under Centre’s FAME Il scheme as ‘game changer’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI
Electric two-wheeler makers
on Saturday termed as “a
phenomenal move” the go-
vernment’s decision to in-
crease subsidy for such vehi-
cles by 50% under the FAME
II scheme saying it would be
a game changer in the adop-
tion of eco-friendly vehicles.

The Centre had on Friday
made a partial modification
of the Faster Adoption and
Manufacturing of Electric
Vehicles in India Phase II, in-
cluding increasing the de-
mand incentive for electric
two-wheelers to Z15,000 per
KWh from an earlier uniform
subsidy of 310,000 per KWh
for all EVs, including plug-in
hybrids and strong hybrids
except buses.

In the latest modification,
the department of heavy in-

‘Second wave impacts
[uxury home purchases

‘Need for space had spurred demand’

LALATENDU MISHRA
MUMBAI

The second wave appears to
have impacted purchases of
luxury homes by high net
worth and ultra high net
worth individuals, who
were seen buying new
homes last year to move to
safer and  sprawling
locations.

“Right after the first
wave, people wanted to up-
grade their homes with larg-
er spaces, more amenities
and open areas,” said Amit
Goyal, CEO, India Sotheby’s
International Realty. “They
made quick decisions. Our
average transaction closure
time reduced from 4-6
months to less than 90
days,” he added.

But during the second
wave “demand has quie-

tened,” Mr. Goyal said. “We
expect demand to return as
the country reopens and pe-
ople are vaccinated.”

In Delhi, purchases of
luxury properties priced ov-
er 13-14 crore for high rise
apartments, to more than
%70-80 crore for bungalows
were mainly by lawyers,
doctors and architects. In-
dustrialists and actors had
led the demand in Mumbai.

Fuelling change: The move is expected to bring down prices of
electric two-wheelers close to that of ICE vehicles. =FiLe pHOTO

dustries also capped incen-
tives for electric two-wheel-
ers at 40% of the cost of
vehicle, up from 20% earlier.

“The revision in the FAME
(1) policy, increasing the
subsidy by 50% per KWh, is a
phenomenal move,” Ather

Energy CEO and Co-founder
Tarun Mehta said in a state-
ment. “Sales of electric two-
wheelers have grown despite
the pandemic and with this
additional subsidy, we ex-
pect electric two-wheeler
sales to disrupt the market,

INTERVIEW | K.E. RANGANATHAN

‘Helicopter approach helped Roca post growth during pandemic’

A slew of measures from new product launches to loyalty programmes helped sanitaryware firm post robust revenue: MD

N. ANAND

While most companies have
lost business on account of
the pandemic, Roca Bath-
room Products has managed
to increase its market share
at the national level by 1%
and is confident of a 25%
growth in revenue in 202I.
The company is also plan-
ning a new greenfield project
either in Tamil Nadu or Guj-
arat by 2024, says MD K.E.
Ranganathan. Edited
excerpts.

How did you manage to post
growth during the
pandemic year?

m We laid greater focus on
meeting customer needs and
this helped the company to
gain market share at the na-

tional level by 1% to 35%
among the organised sector
players. In Tamil Nadu, our
market share among organ-
ised players is 65% and 45%
in the South.

We phased the year 2020
in terms of January-March
quarter as high growth,
April-June as survival, July-
September as revival and Oc-
tober-December as
back-to-growth.

How has been the business
in 2021?

m We designed and executed
a ‘Helicopter’ (vertical) take
off during January-March
2021 quarter. We planned
higher production, launch of
new products, rural market
thrust, loyalty programme
focus and huge market pull

and clock 6 million-plus un-
its by 2025,” he added.

The government’s conti-
nued support to drive adop-
tion of EVs, with a keen focus
on locally built electric two-
wheelers will make India the
manufacturing hub of EVs,
Mr. Mehta added.

Lower sticker price

Society of Manufacturers of
Electric Vehicles (SMEV) Di-
rector General Sohinder Gill
said, “It’s an important and
an admirable decision taken
by the government, a move
that will bring down the pric-
es of electric two-wheelers
nearer to the IC (internal
combustion engine) vehicles
and remove one of the big-
gest blocks, of the high stick-
er price of electric two-
wheelers.” A ‘city speed elec-
tric scooter’ with a range of

actions. All these resulted in
the business doing a ‘vertical
take-off” in terms of revenue.
We recorded a robust reve-
nue growth of more than
30% during January-March
2021.

April 2021 continued the
dream run with a record re-
venue of 120 crore for the
company against a total
washout in April 2020. May
2021 began with the shock of

100 km/charge will now cost
less than 360,000 and a
high-speed scooter with a
range of 80 km will come
nearer to the price tag of 1
lakh, he added.

“Together with the other
important factors like ex-
tremely low running cost,
low maintenance and zero
emission, such price levels
will surely spur a substantial
demand for electric two-
wheelers,” Mr. Gill said.

“We believe the time has
come for mass adoption of
electric two-wheelers and
such initiatives coupled with
a mass awareness campaign
by the government and easy
terms financing by public
sector banks will bring us
closer to the target of 30% of
the two-wheeler market be-
coming electric in five
years,” the SMEV DG added.

COVID 2.0 hitting the coun-
try in a big way, leading to
lockdowns across many ci-
ties. In spite of this, the com-
pany delivered encouraging
results compared with May
2020 with 40% growth.

How do you see the rest of
the year 2021?

m As we speak today, COVID
2.0 is losing steam. The case-
loads across the country
have started coming down. I
guess from July 2021 we can
expect to go back to Febru-
ary/March 2021 conditions.
As a company, Roca Parry-
ware, is ready for the second
helicopter take-off during
June/July 2021.

Tell us about your order
book position

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

A day after the Karnataka
High Court dismissed the
plea by Amazon and Flip-
kart on the investigation or-
dered by CCI against them
for alleged violation of pro-
visions of competition laws,
traders body CAIT on Satur-
day urged Commerce Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal to direct
CCI to immediately initiate
the proceedings.

In a communication to
the Minister, the Confedera-
tion of All India Traders
(CAIT) also asked for imme-
diate issuance of a fresh
press note of the FDI policy
for e-commerce sector with
a monitoring mechanism to
ensure that law of the land
prevails and no one violates
it. Every company indulging

m On the institutional front,
we see good traction as many
construction sites are al-
lowed to continue work even
during lockdown. We have
more than 18 months’ reve-
nue order book in the institu-
tions segment.

Any expansion plans?

m Given this momentum and
expected surge in demand
post-COVID curbs easing, we
are taking action to expand
our faucets and plastics ma-
nufacturing capacities in In-
dia. We are planning to set
up a new factory either in
Gujarat or Tamil Nadu by
2024-25.

Overall, we have planned
for 50 crore capex invest-
ments in 2021 and actions
are already under way.

Piyush Goyal

in any e-commerce activity
through any type of elec-
tronic mode has to take are-
gistration number from the
Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade. CAIT Secretary Gen-
eral Praveen Khandelwal
said that traders across the
country would observe June
14-21 as ‘e-commerce purifi-
cation week’.

Has the spiralling input
material prices affected
your revenue?

m In the last three to four
months, all input material
costs have gone up by 40-
50%. Though, we lost few
points on our profitability so
far, we have not considered
to pass on the inflation to
market. But given the wor-
sening situation, it looks in-
evitable in the near future.

What is the targeted revenue
for 2021?

m We have done pretty well
so far from January to May
2021 and assuming the lock-
downs get lifted soon, we are
confident of recording a 25%
growth in revenue over 2020
to about 1,600 crore.

Brazil favoured to defend title on its home turf

Argentina looms as its largest threat; Colombia has improved since the return of coach Rueda

COPA AMERICA

ASSOCIATED PRESS
SAO PAULO

Brazil’s international players
were reluctant to play in the
Copa America on home soil.
Now that they’re committed,
they’re favoured to win it.

Argentina still looms as a
threat to Brazil’s title de-
fence. Being away from
home takes some pressure
off Lionel Messi and his Ar-
gentina team.

The Copa America will
kick off Sunday with defend-
ing champion Brazil against
Venezuela in Brasilia. The fi-
nal will be on July 10 in Rio
de Janeiro.

No spectators will be al-
lowed to attend any Copa
America matches because of
restrictions in place for the
pandemic, which has alrea-
dy delayed the tournament
by a year.

With the likes of Neymar
on board, coach Tite expects
not only to defend the title
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Primed for it: The National Stadium in Brasilia being readied for Copa America's opener. =ap

lifted in 2019, but also use
the next 30 days to prepare
for the 2022 World Cup in
Qatar.

Argentina placed third in
the 2019 Copa America, but
the team has improved un-
der coach Lionel Scaloni.

Defender Cristian Rome-
ro, and midfielders Leandro
Paredes and Giovani Lo Cel-
so are now trusted to break
the opponents’ lines.

Up front, Lautaro Marti-
nez and Sergio Aguero bring
the same respect.

Pragg wins five in a row, shares lead

CHESS

RAKESH RAO
NEW DELHI

Staging a stunning come-
back, R. Praggnanandhaa
won all five rounds on Friday
to share the lead after 10
rounds of the Gelfand Chal-
lenge online rapid chess
tournament.

Overnight in the tied fifth
spot, the 15-year-old seemed
to have pushed the reboot
button by stunning his se-
cond-seeded compatriot Ni-
hal Sarin. He went on to ac-
count for Zhu Jiner (China),
teammate Leon Mendonca,
Vincent Keymer (Germany)
and Jonas Buhl Bjerre (Den-
mark) for a share of the lead
with top seeded Uzbek No-

CcM
K

dirbek Abdusattarov at eight
points.

D. Gukesh also recovered
from the first-day blues and
the loss in the sixth round,
scoring four straight wins. He
now shares the third spot
with Keymer and first-day
leader Awonder Liang, who
lost three successive games.

However, Nihal and Men-
donca could add only two
points each.

The results (involving In-
dians): 10th round: R. Praggna-
nandhaa bt Jonas Buhl Bjerre
(Den); Sarasadat Khademalsha-
rieh (Iri) lost to D. Gukesh; Nihal
Sarin drew with Polina Shuvalo-
va (Rus); Leon Mendonca drew
with Lei Tingjie (Chn).

Ninth round: Praggnanand-
haa bt Vincent Keymer (Ger);
Gukesh bt Awonder Liang

»

(USA); Bjerre drew with Men-
donca; Zhansaya Abdumalik
(Kaz) lost to Nihal.

Eighth round: Mendonca
lost to Praggnanandhaa; Nurgy-
ul Salimova (Bul) lost to Gu-
kesh; Nihal lost to Lei Tingjie.

Seventh round: Praggna-
nandhaa bt Zhu Jiner (Chn); Gu-
kesh bt Olga Badelka (BLr);
Bjerre drew with Nihal; Men-
donca lost to Keymer.

Sixth round: Nihal lost to
Praggnanandhaa; Keymer lost
to Gukesh; Zhu Jiner lost to
Mendonca.

Leading standings (includ-
ing Indians, after 10 rounds):
1-2. Nodirbek Abdusattarov
(Uzb), R. Praggnanandhaa (8
points each); 3-5. Vincent
Keymer (Ger), D. Gukesh,
Awonder Liang (USA) (7 each).
11. Nihal Sarin (5), 14. Leon
Mendonca (4.5).

And that means Messi,
who turns 34 later this
month, doesn’t need to be
part of every play for Argen-
tina to win.

Colombia has improved
since the return of coach Rei-
naldo Rueda. Copa America

TODAY'S SCHEDULE

Brazil vs Venezuela
2.30 a.m. (Monday)

Colombia vs Ecuador
5.30 a.m. (Monday)

Live on Sony Ten 2 &
Sony Six (SD & HD)

could further enhance the
team, which will not have
midfielder James Rodriguez
because of fitness problems.

Uruguay has struggled
despite counting on Luis
Suarez and Edison Cavani.
Uruguay hasn’t won any of
its three latest matches on
the road to Qatar.

The tournament will be di-
vided into two groups of five.
Group A includes Argentina,
Bolivia, Uruguay, Chile and
Paraguay.

Brazil is in Group B with
Colombia, Venezuela, Ecua-
dor and Peru.

The four best of each
group advance to the knock-
out stage.

MRF Pace Foundation on a fast lane

Senthilnathan analyses promising pacers from its stable

CRICKET

S. DINAKAR
CHENNAI

These are busy days at the
MRF Pace Foundation with
several promising pacemen
emerging from its stable.

A few have played for In-
dia, others have been select-
ed in the National team and
some have found a place as
net bowlers.

MRF Pace Foundation
head coach M. Senthilnath-
an analysed them with The
Hindu.

Chetan Sakariya: Liked
the look of him. Lean and
mean. Saw him first in 2017,
had the left-armer’s ball
shaping away across the
right-hander. We worked on
his fitness, in bringing the
ball into the right-hander
and on yorkers and pace va-
riations. Has good control.

Prasidh Krishna: Has
already played for the coun-
try. Tall, high-arm action
and extra bounce. Consis-

Sakariya. =sportzpics/iPL

tently over 140-kmph. A tell-

ing  yorker-short  ball
combine.
Avesh Khan: Sends

down a ‘heavy’ ball. A
strong, tall lad with good lift.
Can move the ball both
ways. Excellent bowler in

the slog overs with
variations.
Sandeep Warrier:

Strength is new ball and out-
swing. Deceptively sharp.
Consistent with his line and
length over long spells. Has
experience.

Prasidh. =sporTzrics/accl

Arshdeep Singh: A tall
left-arm bowler with an ex-
cellent wide yorker in the
end overs. A calm head in
stressful situations. Has
been working on his slower
ball.

Arzan Nagwaswalla:
Tremendous performance
in domestic circuit. A sharp,
nippy left-armer with good
control. He can bring the
ball into the right-hander
and can surprise him with
pace. Has a compelling york-
er.

Mirabai lone Indian weightlifter to book a spot at Tokyo

Jeremy still has a chance as the period of reallocation of quota places is not over

OLYMPICS

Y.B. SARANGI
KOLKATA
India has sent the lone entry
of Mirabai Chanu for the To-
kyo Olympics after the form-
er World champion placed
second in the women’s 49kg
Absolute Ranking released by
the International Weightlift-
ing Federation (IWF).

Mirabai gathered 4133,
6172 Robi points to come se-
cond behind Chinese Hou
Zhihui (4926, 4422) in the
rankings published on
Friday.

The Indian Weightlifting
Federation (IWLF) sent Mira-

Big responsibility: Mirabai Chanu will be carrying Indian
weightlifting fans' hopes on her shoulders. =riLe pHoTO

bai’s entry after the confirma-
tion of her place from the
‘world” quota.

Mirabai — who lifted a total
of 205kg, including a world
record of 119kg in clean and

jerk, to secure a bronze me-
dal in the Asian champion-
ships in April — is considered
a strong medal prospect in
the Olympics. She is training
in USA at present. Jeremy Lal-

rinnunga, slotted 12th in the
overall rankings in men’s
67kg, could not make the cut
as the ‘continental’ quota was
bagged by 11th placed Han
Myeongmok of South Korea.

Qualifying criteria
The top eight in each weight
category will make it to the
Olympics through the ‘world’
quota, while the next five will
go through the ‘continental’
quota. One place will go to
either the host country or the
tripartite invitation.
According to IWLF secre-
tary Sahdev Yadav, Jeremy, a
Youth Olympics champion,
still has a chance as the pe-

»

riod of reallocation of quota
places is not over. “We have
to wait until July 5 to know
whether Jeremy qualifies for
the Olympics,” said Yadav.

Different countries, in-
cluding the host, need to con-
firm their allocated quota
places to the IWF by pre-
scribed deadlines.

The IWF has also said that
the Absolute Ranking cannot
be considered final until the
relevant anti-doping results
management processes are
concluded.

Jeremy’s ranking will stand
him in good stead if the IWF
reallocates quota places in
the men’s 67kg category.

A ND-NDE
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Denmark’s Eriksen taken to
hospital after collapsing

Danish FA tweets he is awake and receiving treatment

EURO 2020

ASSOCIATED PRESS
COPENHAGEN

Denmark midfielder Chris-
tian Eriksen was taken to a
hospital on Saturday after
collapsing on the field dur-
ing a match at the European
Championship.

The governing body of Eu-
ropean soccer said Eriksen
has been stabilised and the
Danish soccer federation
said he was awake.

“Christian  Eriksen is
awake and is undergoing
further examinations at Rig-
shospitalet,” the Danish fed-
eration wrote on Twitter.

The Euro 2020 match bet-
ween Denmark and Finland
was suspended after Eriksen
was given urgent medical at-
tention on the field near the
end of the first half.

He was treated for about
10 minutes after collapsing.
He was then carried off on a
stretcher. UEFA then an-
nounced the game had been
suspended “due to a medical
emergency.”

Restart
Danish soccer federation la-
ter said the game would res-

Shocking scene: Denmark’s players are a distraught lot as they shield teammate
Christian Eriksen, who is getting medical attention. =ap

ume at 8:30 p.m. local time
(midnight IST).

A stadium announcer
asked fans to stay in their
seats and stay calm.

Eriksen had just played a
short pass when he fell face-
forward onto the ground.
His teammates immediately
gestured for help and medics
rushed onto the field. Erik-

sen was given chest com-
pressions as his Denmark
teammates stood around
him in a shielding wall for
privacy.

The Finland players hud-
dled by their bench and
eventually walked off the
field while Eriksen was still
getting treatment, as did the
referees. Eriksen was even-

tually carried off to a loud
ovation, with his teammates
walking next to the stretcher.

Eriksen is one of Den-
mark’s biggest stars and the
incident brought an instant
sense of shock to the Parken
Stadium, where about
15,000 fans fell into hushed
silence. Some supporters
could be seen crying.

Krejcikova, the new queen in town

Becomes the sixth new champion in Paris in six years, beating Pavlyuchenkova

ROLAND-GARROS

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS.

Barbora Krejcikova won her
maiden Grand Slam singles
title on Saturday, beating
Russia’s Anastasia Pavlyu-
chenkova to become the first
Czech woman in 40 years to
conquer Roland- Garros be-
fore dedicating her victory
to former Wimbledon cham-
pion Jana Novotna, who died
four years ago.

Krejcikova, ranked 33 in
the world and playing just
her fifth Grand Slam singles
main draw, triumphed 6-1,
2-6, 6-4.

The 25-year-old emulates
compatriot Hana Mandliko-
va, who claimed the trophy
in Paris in 1981.

Emotional tribute

The 25-year-old Krejcikova
paid an emotional tribute to
her mentor Novotna, who
died of cancer at the age of
49 in 2017.

“It’s hard to put into
words. I cannot believe I
have just won a Grand Slam,”
said Krejcikova, who was still
outside the top 100 when the
2020 French Open took
place last October.

“I spent a lot of time with
Jana before she died. Her last
words to me were ‘enjoy ten-
nis and try and win a Grand
Slam’.

“I know she’s looking af-
ter me. All this is pretty
much because she is looking

Humpy
stunned in
opening
round

SPORTS BUREAU

ibisara Assaubayeva of

Kazakhstan stunned
Koneru Humpy 14.5-7.5 in
the opening match of the
Women's Speed Chess
championship on Satur-
day. The seventh-seeded
Indian lost and thus was
knocked out of the 16-
player online event organ-
ised by FIDE and
Chess.com.

Humpy got off to a bad
start, losing the first game.
The Kazakhstan player
went on to take a 4-3 lead at
the end of the segment
played in the 5+1 time con-
trol. She increased the lead
to 6.5-4.5 after the 3+1
games and then dominated
the 1+1 segment.

Now that Humpy is out,
India's hopes rest on Dro-
navalli Harika and R. Vaish-
ali.

CM
K

Cup of joy: Unseeded Krejcikova completed her fairytale run
with a maiden Grand Slam title. =reuters

after me. It was amazing that
I got the chance to meet her.
She was such an inspiration.
I miss her and I hope she’s
really happy,” added Krejci-
kova, who had to save a
match-point in her semifinal
to defeat Maria Sakkari.

Krejcikova was presented
with the trophy by Czech-
born Martina Navratilova,
who won two French Opens
in 1982 and 1984, but as an
American citizen.

Up and down
In a nervy start to the final,
Krejcikova was broken in the
first game, serving up two
double faults.

However, the Russian was
unable to capitalise and
dropped the next six games

as her Czech opponent
grabbed three breaks and
raced way with the opener
inside half an hour.

Krejcikova was rewarded
for her bold attacking, hit-
ting 13 winners to the Rus-
sian’s seven.

Pavlyuchenkova, who
made her Slam debut back in
2007, was the more com-
posed player in the second
set, stretching out to 5-1. A
medical timeout at 5-2 mere-
ly delayed the Russian levell-
ing the final.

In the decider, the players
exchanged breaks in the
third and fourth games, be-
fore the Czech broke to love
for 4-3 on the back of a 10-
shot rally.

Pavlyuchenkova saved

B Krejcikova is the sixth
first-time Grand Slam
champion to be crowned in
the last six editions of the
French Open. She is also
the 13th first-time singles
winner in the last 22 Majors

B The 25-year-old is the third
unseeded winner in Paris in
the last five years after
Ostapenko (2017) and
Swiatek (2020)

B Krejcikova is the 18th active
women's singles Slam
champion and the second
from the Czech Republic
after Kvitova

m Before the 2020 French
Open, Krejcikova was yet to
break into the top-100.
Come Monday, she will rise
up to 15th in the world

m Before this, Krejcikova was
already a two-time doubles
and three-time mixed
doubles Grand Slam
champion. On Sunday, she
can add a third in doubles

HE RESULTS

Women: Final: Barbora Krejci-
kova (Cze) bt 31-Anastasia Pav-
lyuchenkova (Rus) 6-1, 2-6,
6-4.

On Friday:

Men: Semfinals: 1-Novak Djo-
kovic (Srb) bt 3-Rafael Nadal
(Esp) 3-6, 6-3, 7-6(4), 6-2.

two championship points in
the ninth game and a third in
the 10th but Krejcikova be-
came champion on the
fourth when the Russian hit
long.

[taly zips off the starting blocks

Wales escapes with draw as Switzerland misses chances

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
ROME

Italy got its Euro 2020 cam-
paign off the mark with an
impressive 3-0 win over Tur-
key in the curtain-raiser for
the postponed continental
tournament in front of home
fans here on Friday.

Playing its first major tour-
nament in five years after fail-
ing to qualify for the 2018
World Cup, all the goals came
in the second half in front of
a Stadio Olimpico that had a
quarter of its capacity.

Merih Demiral’s own goal
put Italy ahead before Ciro
Immobile and Lorenzo In-
signe netted for Roberto
Mancini’s side in the Group A
opener. There was a party at-
mosphere, with a spectacu-
lar sound and light show and

firework display before kick-
off for the opening of the
month-long 24-team event,
which will be played across 11
countries.

On the pitch, Italy domi-
nated early on with a three-
man attack led by Immobile.
The 31-year-old had several
near misses in the first half,
coming up against a solid
Turkey defence.

Turkey could also thank
goalkeeper Ugurcan Cakir for
pulling off a big save on 23
minutes.

Italy finally got on the sco-
reboard eight minutes after
the break when the unfortu-
nate Demiral found himself
in the path of a Federico Be-
rardi cross for Immobile, the
Juventus defender bundling
the ball into his own net.

Immobile finally got his
goal, his 14th for Italy, and
first in a major tournament,
in the 66th minute, scoring
from a rebound after Cakir
had saved from Spinazzola.

And Insigne curled in the
third with 11 minutes to go.

A header from the tower-
ing Kieffer Moore allowed
Wales to come from behind
and draw 1-1 with Switzerland
in their opening Group A
game in Baku on Saturday.

Moore headed home in
the 74th minute to cancel out
Breel Embolo’s headed open-
er at the other end, which
had come just after half-time.
The results: Group A: Italy 3
(Demiral 53-o0g, Immobile 66,
Insigne 79) bt Turkey O; Wales 1
(Moore 74) drew with Switzer-
land 1 (Embolo 49).

Burying it: Ciro Immobile, left, finally scored in a major tournament for Italy with this strike

against Turkey. =arp

Djokovic ends Nadal’s reign
with ‘greatest’ win in Paris

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS

Novak Djokovic handed 13-
time champion Rafael Nadal
only his third defeat in 16
years and 108 matches at the
French Open on Friday to
reach a sixth Roland Garros
final after an epic showdown
which even forced the or-
ganisers to relax Paris’ CO-
VID-19 curfew.

In their 58th career clash,
Djokovic, the 2016 French
Open champion, triumphed
3-6, 6-3, 7-6(4), 6-2. Nadal,
35, remains tied on 20 Ma-
jors with Roger Federer.

Salute

“It was a privilege to face Ra-
fa in such an incredible
match,” said Djokovic after
four hours and 11 minutes of
intense action. “Tonight, it
was my greatest ever match
in Paris.”

He now leads Nadal 30-28
in their career rivalry. It was
Djokovic's second win in
eight meetings in Paris with
Nadal, a sequence which al-
so included three losses in
finals.

“Definitely one of the top
three matches that I ever
played in my entire career,”
said Djokovic.

It was Nadal's first defeat
in 14 semifinals in the French
capital.

“Probably it was not my
best day today, even if I
fought,” said Nadal. “Some-
times you win, sometimes

Clash of the Generations

Djokovic, 34, will be gunning for his 19th Grand Slam title while Tsitsipas, 12 years younger, will be looking for his first

m |n his 29th Major
final, Djokovic will aim
to pull within one of
Federer's and Nadal's
all-time men's tally of
20 titles

m The Serb can become
the third player in
history, after Rod Laver
and Roy Emerson, to
win all four Majors at
least twice. He will
also be the first in the
Open Era (post 1967)
to do so

m Djokovic has a 1-4 record
in finals in Paris, the lone
victory coming in 2016
against Murray

C

It’s not the first
time that I've

= Sunday will be Djokovic's

m |f he gets his second

m Tsitsipas will be looking for

sixth final against a player other
than Federer, Nadal, Murray and
Wawrinka. He has won all five

m Before this, Djokovic has
reached a Slam final by playing
four sets or more in the
semifinals 16 times in his career.
He has won eight
and lost eight.
Three of those
losses have
come at
the French

played an epic semifinal

in a Grand Slam and
then had to come back

in less than 48 hours
and play the final. My
recovery abilities [have
been] pretty good

DJOKOVIC
looking ahead to the final

Roland-Garros title,
Djokovic will become the
first man to win all four
Majors, all nine ATP
Masters 1000s and the
ATP Finals at least twice.
He is already the only man
to have done so once

STARTS AT

6.30 P.M.
IST

his first Major and can join Thiem
(2020 US Open) as only the
second first-time Slam champion
in men's tennis since Cilic (2014
US Open)

m At 22 years and 305 days,
Tsitispas can become the
youngest French Open men's
singles champion since Nadal in
2008 (22 years and 5 days)

m The Greek has won just two

of his seven matches against
Djokovic and has lost the
last four. But two of the
most recent losses were
both on clay (Rome
2021 and French Open
2020)

ward to leaving

o
/==~ my entire body on the

court in the final. It’s

time for me to show that

I'm capable. 'm looking
forward to bringing my

game up and kind of chal-
" lenge myself to step itup

TSITSIPAS
about playing his maiden final

-

you lose. I had a big chance,
a set point in the third set,
and made a double fault and
missed a volley in the tie-
break. There were some cra-
zy points, but fatigue was al-
so there.”

Djokovic had two break-
points in the opening game
of the first set which
stretched to 10 minutes but
was unable to convert. They
exchanged breaks in the se-
cond and third games of a
big-hitting second set but it
was Djokovic who repeated
the feat for a 4-2 lead before
levelling the match.

Twice in the third set Djo-
kovic edged ahead, only to
be reeled back in by Nadal
who broke back in the 10th
game as the World No. 1
served for the set.

A 92-minute third set end-
ed with Djokovic taking the
tie-break. Djokovic finished
off the match on a second
match-point.

P T &
A privilege: Novak Djokovic was all praise for Rafael Nadal
after an epic showdown. =RreuTers

c) Each time you step

on the court with
him, you know you have
to kind of climb Mount
Everest to win

— DJOKOVIC
I am sad to have lost

c in the most

important tournament for
me, but life goes on. It is
nothing more than a
defeat on a tennis court

— NADAL

On Saturday, speaking to
the Spanish press, Nadal
said that he wouldn’t play at
the grass tune-up Mallorca
Championships  (starting
June 20) and decide about
Wimbledon soon.

“After two intense months
on clay the body usually suftf-
ers a slump. Wimbledon this
year is in two weeks. It’s dif-
ferent from when I was 25. I
am now 35,” said Nadal.

Kiwis eye series win

NZ IN ENGLAND

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BIRMINGHAM

Matt Henry took three top-
order wickets to leave New
Zealand on the brink of a se-
ries-clinching win as En-
gland's batsmen failed mis-
erably in the second and
final Test at Edgbaston on

Saturday. England, on a
good batting pitch, was 122
for nine in its second in-
nings at stumps on the third
day — just 37 runs ahead of
New Zealand with one wick-
et standing and two days left
to play. Even so, that still re-
presented a recovery from
an even more embarrassing
76 for seven.

SCOREBOARD

England — 1st innings: 303.
New Zealand — 1st innings:
Tom Latham lbw b Broad 6,
Devon Conway c Crawley b
Broad 80, Will Young c Pope b
Lawrence 82, Ross Taylor ¢
Bracey b Stone 80, Henry Nich-
olls ¢ Bracey b Wood 21, Tom
Blundell ¢ Root b Broad 34,
Daryl Mitchell c Crawley b Stone
6, Neil Wagner b Anderson 0O,
Matt Henry lbw b Wood 12, Ajaz
Patel lbw b Broad 20, Trent
Boult (not out) 12; Extras (b-13,
lb-21, nb-1): 35; Total (in 119.1
overs): 388.

Fall of wickets: 1-15, 2-137, 3-
229, 4-292, 5-312, 6-335, 7-336,
8-353, 9-361.

England bowling: Anderson
29-9-68-1, Broad 23.1-8-48-4,
Wood 25-3-85-2, Stone 24-5-

92-2, Root 15-3-45-0, Lawrence
3-0-16-1.

England — 2nd innings: Rory
Burns ¢ Latham b Henry O, Dom
Sibley ¢ Mitchell b Henry 8, Zak
Crawley lbw b Henry 17, Joe Root
¢ Blundell b Ajaz 11, Ollie Pope
lbw b Wagner 23, Dan Lawrence
¢ Blundell b Wagner 0, James
Bracey b Ajaz 8, Olly Stone (bat-
ting) 15, Mark Wood c Blundell b
Wagner 29, Stuart Broad b Boult
1, James Anderson (batting) O;
Extras (b-5, lb-4, nb-1): 10; Total
(for nine wkts. in 41 overs): 122.
Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-17, 3-30,
4-58, 5-58, 6-71, 7-76, 8-120,
9-121.

New Zealand bowling: Henry

12-2-36-3, Boult 10-2-34-1,
Wagner 10-1-18-3, Ajaz
9-4-25-2.

»

England seeks
elusive
opening
match win

ASSOCIATED PRESS

LONDON

There’s an indicator of why
England has never won the
European Championship.
In nine attempts, it’s never
won an opening match at
the tournament.

England opens another
continental campaign at its
national stadium against
the team that prevented
Gareth Southgate’s side
reaching the World Cup fi-
nal three years ago. Croatia
on Sunday will face a team
refreshed since losing 2-1
and denied a shot at adding
to its only major title at the
1966 World Cup.

Led by 2018 World Cup
Golden Boot winner Harry
Kane, only nine members
of that squad made the cut
for the expanded 26-man

group.

TODAY’S MATCHES

GROUP D

England vs Croatia
6.30 p.m.

Austria vs North Macedonia

‘The Netherlands vs Ukraine
12.30 a.m. (Monday)

Liveon Sony Ten 2, 3 &
Sony Six (SD & HD)

Rabada bowls
South Africa
to innings win

REUTERS
GROS-ISLET (ST. LUCIA)

South Africa fast bowler
Kagiso Rabada took five
wickets as the tourists
cruised to victory over
West Indies by an innings
and 63 runs before lunch
on day three of the first
Test on Saturday.

West Indies followed its
paltry first innings score of
97 by being bowled out for
162 in reply to South Afri-
ca’s 322, as the tourists’
seamers took advantage of
a helpful wicket that had
both variable bounce and
plenty of seam movement.

Roston Chase, batting in
an unfamiliar No. 4 posi-
tion, top-scored for the
home side with 62 before
he was bowled by left-arm
spinner Keshav Maharaj (2-
23). No other batsman else
managed more than 14 in
the innings.

Rabada returned figures
of five for 34 in West Indies’
second innings.

SCOREBOARD

West Indies — 1st innings: 97.
South Africa — 1st innings:
Dean Elgar ¢ Blackwood b
Roach O, Aiden Markram c da
Silva b Seales 60, Keegan Pe-
tersen ¢ Holder b Seales 19,
Rassie van der Dussen c Hope
b Holder 46, Kyle Verreynne c
da Silva b Seales 6, Quinton
de Kock (not out) 141, Wiaan
Mulder c da Silva b Holder 25,
Keshav Maharaj ¢ Powell b
Cornwall O, Kagiso Rabada c
Holder b Roach 4, Anrich
Nortje ¢ Hope b Holder 7,
Lungi Ngidi c da Silva b Hol-
der O; Extras (b-4, lb-1, nb-6,
w-3): 14; Total (in 96.5 overs):
322.
Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-34, 3-
113, 4-119, 5-162, 6-215, 7-
222, 8-233,9-312.
West Indies bowling: Roach
20-3-64-2, Holder 20.5-4-
75-4, Seales 21-6-75-3,
Mayers 8-2-28-0, Cornwall
18-1-61-1, Chase 9-5-14-0.
West Indies — 2nd innings:
Kraigg Brathwaite lbw b Ra-
bada 7, Kieran Powell lbw b
Rabada 14, Shai Hope c Mul-
der b Nortje 12, Roston Chase
b Maharaj 62, Kyle Mayers c
Mulder b Nortje 12, Jermaine
Blackwood c van der Dussen b
Rabada 13, Jason Holder b
Maharaj 4, Joshua Da Silva b
Rabada 9, Rahkeem Cornwall
c van der Dussen b Rabada O,
Kemar Roach (not out) 13,
Jayden Seales ¢ Mulder b
Nortje 3; Extras (b-8, lb-2,
w-1, nb-2): 13; Total (in 64 ov-
ers): 162.
Fall of wickets: 1-12, 2-25, 3-
37, 4-51, 5-97, 6-125, 7-140,
8-141, 9-146.
South Africa bowling: Rabada
20-9-34-5, Ngidi 13-3-31-0,
Nortje 14-5-46-3, Mulder 6-1-
18-0, Maharaj 11-5-23-2.
South Africa won by an in-
nings and 63 runs.
Second Test: June 18-22,
Gros Islet.
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TV PICKS

Roland-Garros: Star Sports 1
&SS Select1(SD&HD), 3 p.m.
&6.30 p.m.

England vs New Zealand:
2nd Test, Sony Ten 1 (SD &
HD), 3.30 p.m.

Euro 2020: Sony Ten 2, 3 &
Sony Six (SD &HD), 6.30 p.m.,
9.30 p.m. & 12.30 a.m.
(Monday)

NBA: Star Sports 1 & SS Select
1 (SD & HD), 12.30 a.m.
(Monday)

Copa America: Sony Ten 2 &
Sony Six (SD & HD), 2.30 a.m
&5.30 a.m. (Monday)

IN BRIEF

Russell doesn't take field
as precaution after being
struck on helmet

ABU DHABI

Andre Russell didn't take the
field as a precaution after
being struck on the helmet
by fast bowler Musa Khan in
the Pakistan Super League.
Naseem Shah came on
concussion substitute as
Russell didn't take the field
as a precaution. Russell
smashed Musa for two
successive sixes but was
struck on the helmet off the
next delivery. ap

RKFC coach Robertson in
Queen's honours list

NEW DELHI

Real Kashmir FC David
Alexander Robertson has
been honoured with the
British Empire Medal for his
services to the community in
the valley and strengthening
UK-India relations. The
awards were announced on
Saturday by the British
government to mark Queen
Elizabeth II's birthday. e1i

ECB to review players'
social media accounts
LONDON

The England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) has
agreed to review social media
accounts of players to
"address any historical
issues" following pacer Ollie
Robinson's suspension. ani

NCAA silver for Shankar

The high jumper clears 2.23 metres to finish second

ATHLETICS

STAN RAYAN
KOCHI

High jumper Tejaswin Shan-
kar took silver at the Ameri-
can NCAA athletics cham-
pionships with 2.23m at
Eugene, Oregon, on Friday.

Opening at 2.10m, the 22-
year-old from Delhi cleared
all the heights till 2.20 in his
first attempt and 2.23 with
his second but he could not
manage the next height of
2.26m.

Shankar, who was repre-
senting Kansas State Univer-
sity in the meet, is currently
55th in the Road to Olympics
rankings and his NCAA per-
formance is likely to im-
prove his position by only
three rungs since it is a cate-
gory ‘C’ meet in the World

Staying calm will be the
key, says Navneet Kaur

HOCKEY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BENGALURU

The Indian women hockey
players have the skill to
compete against the world’s
best but will need to stay
calm and take right deci-
sions in crunch situations to
be able to do well at the
Olympics, feels forward
Navneet Kaur.

“We all have the skills and
talent to take on the best in
the world. However, making
key decisions on the pitch is
a crucial factor for any side.
Therefore, it will be very im-
portant for us to stay calm
during crunch situations,”
said Navneet.

“Even one wrong pass
could hurt us deeply, there-
fore, we have to ensure that
we are thinking clearly and
not making too many un-
forced errors,” said Kaur.

The 25-year-old said the

l-l‘.-ql!b- . .-

In full flight: Tejaswin Shankar in action at the NCAA meet on
Friday. =TWITTER/@KSTATETFXC

= =

Athletics list.

The National inter-State
championship, which be-
gins in Patiala on June 25, is

a category ‘B’ event and oft-
ers more points.

Shankar, the Indian re-
cord holder with 2.29m, will

U-18 RAPID CHESS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

In a dramatic finish, Odish-
a’s Manish Kumar topped a
three-way tie to win the Na-
tional under-18 online rapid
chess title on Saturday.

Off the lead by half-a-
point after the penultimate
round, Manish, Aronyak
Ghosh (Bengal) and Ayush
Sharma (Madhya Pradesh)
won the final rounds to tie
at nine points from 11
rounds.

In the final round, Man-
ish and Ayush accounted for
the two 10th round leaders

Navneet Kaur. =fiLE PHOTO

team management is ensur-
ing that all players are clear
about their roles.

“There should be no con-

fusion amongst the players
on game day. The coaches
and captain have been en-
suring that everyone knows
about their roles and how
they can execute their plans
so that we coordinate well
on the pitch during
matches.”

— M. Pranesh (Tamil Nadu)
and Sankalp Gupta (Maha-
rashtra) — while Aronyak
defeated Raja  Rithvik
(Telangana).

The girls’ title went to Te-
langana’s G. Kheerthi who
scored nine points from 11
rounds. Uttar Pradesh’s Ri-

automatically qualify if he
clears 2.33m, the entry stan-
dard for next month’s Olym-
pics.

Sixteen jumpers have al-
ready achieved that height.
There are 32 spots in the
high jump in Tokyo and the
rest of the places will be de-
cided through the Tokyo
rankings. The qualification
doors close on June 29.

American JuVaughn Har-
rison, the 22-year-old who is
currently No. 2 in the long
jump world list with 8.44m,
retained the NCAA title com-
fortably with 2.33m.

Harrison, who has a per-
sonal best of 2.36m, went
for 2.39m next but failed in
all his three attempts. He fin-
ished with a double, having
won the long jump title ear-
lier with 8.27m.m

B Manish wins after topping a
three-way tie with Aronyak
and Ayush

B National under-16 event
gets underway today

ya Mishra and Tamil Nadu’s
V. Rindhiya tied for the se-
cond spot with 8.5 points.

Meanwhile, in a major
development, a five-mem-
ber Fairplay Committee
comprising Grandmasters
Tejas Bakre, M.R. Lalith Ba-
bu, N. Srinath and Interna-
tional Masters Rakesh Kul-
karnni and Akshat
Khamparia found two girls
guilty of resorting to unfair
means during the matches.
Based on video evidence,
these girls were asked to
leave the competition early
on Saturday.

“We have a zero-tole-
rance approach to cheat-
ing,” maintained the All In-

Ankita &
Wachaczyk
lose semifinals

SPORTS BUREAU
NOTTINGHAM

Ankita Raina and Julia Wa-
chaczyk of Germany lost
6-4, 7-6(3) to second seeds
Caroline Dolehide and
Storm Sanders in the dou-
bles semifinals of the
$235,238 WTA tennis tour-
nament on grass here on
Saturday.

In the ITF men’s tourna-
ment in Tunisia, Siddhant
Banthia won the doubles
title in partnership with

== SAmuUISS——
=  Breap ke 6oa/

daCunha/AB/743

Park Uisung of Korea. The

Indo-Korean pair got a wal-
kover from Jeremy Beale
and Ajeet Rai in the final.
Other results: $15,000 ITF
men, Monastir, Tunisia: Sem-
ifinals: Park Uisung & Sidd-
hant Banthia bt Matias Franco
Descotte (Arg) & Filip Peliwo
(Can) 2-6, 6-4, [10-7].

Manish and Kheerthi take honours

Two girls ejected for resorting to unfair means

dia Chess Federation
secretary Bharat Singh
Chauhan.
Appeal

He continued saying, “I ap-
peal to all participants of
the ongoing National age-
group championships to
stay away from the lure of
using unfair means. Our al-
ert arbiters and Fair play
mechanism are firmly in
place and guilty will not be

spared”
The National under-16
event commences on
Sunday.

Leading standings: Open: 1-3.
Manish Kumar, Aronyak Ghosh,

- Embiid helps Sixers
roll over Hawks

Suns stretch series lead to 3-0

Smart tactics: Sixers' Joel Embiid, centre, draws a foul from

John Collins of Atlanta Hawks. =arp

NBA PLAYOFFS

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

LOS ANGELES

Joel Embiid finished with 27
points, nine rebounds and
eight assists as Philadelphia
76ers snapped Atlanta

Ayush Sharma (9 each), 4-7.
Sankalp Gupta, M. Pranesh, Ad-
itya Samanth and Chetan Arhan
(8.5 each). Girls: 1. G. Kheerthi
(9 points), 2-3. Riya Mishra, V.
Rindhiya (8.5 each), 4-9. Bristy
Mukherjee, Dhyana Patel,
Chandraereja Prachiti, Poorna
Sri, B. Akashya Mounika and R.
Sanjana (8 each).

Hawks’ 13-game winning
streak at home with a 127-111
win in game three of their
NBA Eastern Conference
playoff series. The teams
split the first two games in
Philadelphia, but the Sixers
dominated on Friday to
grab a 2-1 series lead.

In Denver, Devin Booker
scored 28 points and Chris
Paul added 27 and eight as-
sists as Phoenix Suns seized
a 3-0 lead over the Nuggets
with a 116-102 victory.

Nuggets’ Nikola Jokic,
who received his MVP
award before the game, had
32 points.

The results (semifinals): EC:
Philadelphia 76ers 127 bt At-
lanta Hawks 111 (Sixers lead se-
ries 2-1).

WC: Denver Nuggets 102 lost
to Phoenix Suns 116 (Suns lead
series 3-0).
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GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA PROVIDES A RARE OPPORTUNITY
TO OWN AN ENCUMBRANCE FREE LAND IN THE MOST PRIME AREA OF HYDERABAD

Become A Partner In Development and Let’s Grow Together

wwwwwwww
NAGRUR

| 8| Plot at Golden Mile layout at Kokapet | 1.65 m—

S.No Plot Details Area (Acres) Total @ NEOPOLIS, Kokapet| 49.92
1 Plot No. 1 7.72 056D G
2 Plot No. 2 7.75 S.No | Plot Details | Area (Acres) \Hh Vem
3 Plot No. 3 7.73 1 Plot No. 4 3.15 e
4 Plot No. 12 7.56 2 Plot No. 6 3.15
5 Plot No. 4 8.94 3 Plot No. 12 3.69 -

Plot No. 13 _ 4 Plot No. 14 2.92

; Plot A on Road No.7 on - 0 Plot No. 17 2.10
/ southern side of Neopolis layout 1.00 - Total 15.01

GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA AUCTIONS 13 PRIME PLOTS FOR A TOTAL AREA OF 64.93 ACRES
PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS FEATURES | WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO BID

1 100% clear assured title of the « Adjacent to * Any individual or group of individuals (Citizen of India above the age of 18 years), Company (Private/ Public/ Limited Liability Partnership),
G land with b Outer Ring Road Proprietary Firms, Partnership Firms/ LLP, Trusts, Registered Societies, Financial Institutions, Banks, NBFC, Real Estate Funds, Public & Semi-
ovt. land with no encumbrances « Surrounded by public Undertakings of State Govt. or Central Govt., Govt. Departments, Joint Venture Consortium.

commercial hubs « The bidder must be eligible to build/ own commercial/ multi-purpose properties in India and must be competent to enterinto contract.
recreational zones  FDIupto 100% is permitted on automatic route as per DIP - Gol.
and transportation « Foreign companies which have established a branch office or other place of business in India, in accordance with RBI, Gol / FEMA / FERA

2 Absolute ownership of land

. facilities regulations, can acquire any immovable property in India, which is necessary for or incidental to carrying on such activity*
3 Time bound fas_t track_ . ; *https://www.mea.gov.in/images/pdf/acquisition-and-transfer-of-immovable-property-in-india. pdf
: Excellent Social
° approvals in single window Inirasiructure
E-AUCTION SCHEDULE
4 Unlimited ESI* « \ery near to - Hotels, HMDA TSIIC
*s.,gec! mblullgg road width and maximum height permissible by ARl Hospitals, Housing Notification 15-06-2021 DOWNLOAD HMDA Notification 15-06-2021 DOWNLOAD TSIIC
& Institutions Pre-Bid Meeting 25-06-2021 BROCHURE Pre-Bid Meeting 26-06-2021 BROCHU

e Both sites in heart 13-07-2021 till 5.00 PM
Last Date for EMD Payment | 13-07-2021 upto 5.00 PM

of CBD (Central
Business District) Date of e-Auction 15-07-2021 T, 16-07-2021 b

From 9.00 AM to 12.00 Noon E From 9.00 AM to 12.00 Noon E

Auction unaenaken by HMDA & 1:S-IIC on behalf of Governrﬁent 6f Telangana
For more details on NEOPOLIS & GOLDEN MILE LAYOUT Log onto : AUCTIONS.HMDA.GOV.IN (w.e.f. 15-06-2021)
Log onto : TSIIC.TELANGANA.GOV.IN (w.e.f. 15-06-2021)

Issued By: Commissioner, | & PR Department, Government of Telangana

»

13-07-2021 till 5.00 PM
13-07-2021 upto 5.00 PM

Last date for registration Last date for registration
Last Date for EMD Payment

Date of e-Auction

HURE
+10 ~10

e Multiple use zone for
office space, IT, Residential,
Institutional, Commercial, Mixed Use.

For more details on KHANAMET SITE
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