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Ration scheme: CM's
fresh bid to get L-G nod

NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Thursday resent the file of
the home delivery scheme of
ration to L-G Anil Baijal for
approval. He also responded
to the objections raised
saying that the scheme was in
accordance with the law.
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Apex court approves CBSE assessment formula

Class 12 results to be arrived at by considering marks in unit tests, Classes 10 & 11

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday gave in principle
clearance to the schemes
placed on record by the
CBSE and the ICSE to assess
the final marks of Class 12
students whose exams were
cancelled due to COVID-19.
The CBSE has divided the
marks assessment process
into two components — theo-
ry and practical. The theory
component would be as-
sessed by first giving 30%
weightage to average scores
obtained by the students in
Class 10 in their three best
performing subjects out of a
total five. Secondly, another
30% weightage would be gi-
ven to marks based on the

Timetable Ready

The CBSE has set deadlines for schools to complete the assessment process

By June 23, 2021
= Formation of result
committee by school

= To note subject-wise
maximum marks of
subjects offered

by the school

= |dentification of students !
who changed subject(s)
in Class 12 with
CBSE approval

theory component of the fi-
nal exam taken in Class 11. Fi-
nally, 40% weightage would
be given for marks obtained
in one or more unit tests,
mid-term exams and pre-
board exams in Class 12.

So, if the total marks for

Operationalise vaccine units: Stalin

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

In his first meeting with
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di in New Delhi after assum-
ing office, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin on
Thursday urged him to oper-
ationalise the vaccine units in
Chengalpattu and Coonoor.

He also sought the scrap-
ping of the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, the three
farm laws and the proposed
Chennai-Salem  Greenfield
Expressway.

Mr. Stalin handed over a
memorandum containing 25
major demands, including

He sought additional allo-

cation of COVID-19 vaccines
and drugs; establishment of
an AIIMS in Coimbatore; and
reservation for the Other
Backward Classes in the all-

d
o
T.N. Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
meeting Prime Minister

Narendra Modi in New Delhi.
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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exemption of Tamil Nadu
from the NEET-based admis-
sion to medical courses and
scrapping of the entrance
tests for admission to other
professional courses.

India quota for admission to
undergraduate and postgrad-
uate medical courses.

The State sought the with-

drawal of the income ceiling
to identify backward classes,
and an amendment to the
Constitution to enable the
States to allocate reservation
for the Most Backward Class-
es and the Scheduled Castes
and the Scheduled Tribes
based on caste composition.

= Checking of marks of Classes 10 & 11
if student passed from boards
other than CBSE

By June 30: Finalisation of roadmap
and schedule by the committee

By July 15: Finalisation of result after
moderation and checking by schools

= Uploading of marks on Board's link

= CBSE will declare results by July 31
. SOURCE: CBSE AFFIDAVIT IN THE SUPREME COURT

theory is 80, the 30% weight-
age of Classes 10 and 11
would come to 24 marks
each and the 40% weightage
derived from performances
in tests conducted in Class 12
would translate to the re-
maining 32 marks.

On the practical side, cal-
culation would be on the
“actual basis” of the marks
uploaded by the schools on
the CBSE’s portal.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8
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Scheme
evokes mixed
response

SHINJINI GHOSH
JAIDEEP DEO BHAN]J

NEW DELHI

There were mixed reac-
tions to the CBSE’s assess-
ment scheme for the Class
12 exams. Some said it was
not an accurate evaluation
process, while others wel-
comed it. Devansh Saraf,
who was to take his exam,
said any assessment done
would not be accurate to
what a student could have
been able to achieve in an
offline exam. He, however,
felt the CBSE criteria was
as fair as it could get.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

[ have written to PM thrice to
withdraw Governor: Mamata

She denies
allegations of
post-poll violence

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee said on
Thursday that she had writ-
ten thrice to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to withdraw
Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar
from the State.

She was responding to
questions on Mr. Dhankhar’s

e e e Pl

Rescue mission: An injured tusker, 'Sil

Adeal prompted by one couple’s need, another’s desire

visit to Delhi. She described
the Governor as “Centre’s
own person” and de- __
nied allegations of post-
poll violence.

“A child can be ca-
joled into silence... In
this case, speech is sil- \
ver and silence is gol-
den,” the Chief Minister
said, responding to the Go-
vernor’s allegations of post-
poll violence in the State.

On speculation that the
Governor might be changed,
Ms. Banerjee said she had

not been informed about
any

such development.
“How am I supposed
to know? When a Go-
vernor is appointed,
the State government
is usually consulted.
That was not done in
this case,” she said.

This is the first time the
Chief Minister has gone on
record that she had written
to the PM on withdrawing
the Governor.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Students freed
as court rejects

police’s

stand

Police wanted time to verify addresses

H

il

Victory stand: Natasha Narwal, Asif Igbal Tanha and
Devangana Kalita outside Tihar Jail in Delhi after their
release on Thursday. =susHiL KUMAR VERMA

SOIBAM ROCKY SINGH
NEW DELHI
A Delhi court on Thursday
issued the release warrant
for Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity students and activists
Devangana Kalita and Na-
tasha Narwal and Jamia Mil-
lia Islamia student Asif Igbal
Tanha, who were arrested
in May last year in connec-
tion with the northeast Del-
hi riots.

They were released from
Tihar jail in the evening.

Additional sessions judge
Ravinder Bedi rejected the
Delhi Police argument that it
needed more time to verify
the permanent addresses of
the three accused as they
were outside Delhi. “I would
say this by itself cannot be a
plausible reason for the ac-
cused to be kept imprisoned

till the time such reports are
filed,” the judge said.

“The accused is directed
to be released forthwith as
per orders of the Delhi High
Court,” the court said, tak-
ing into account the under-
taking given by counsel of
the accused that their
clients would not leave the
jurisdiction of the Capital.

In the morning, the High
Court directed the trial
court to “proceed with
promptitude and expedi-
tion” on the pleas filed by
the three activists for imme-
diate release. “The orders
enlarging the applicants on
bail have already been ren-
dered by us. It needs to be
implemented,” the HC said.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8
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Paras elected as new LIJP president

No opposing nomination filed; democratic process was followed, he says

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PATNA

The rebel group of the Lok

Janshakti Party (LJP) on

Thursday elected Pashupati
Kumar Paras unopposed as
the new party president. Af-
ter his election, Mr. Paras,
who days before had staged
a coup in the party, told me-
diapersons, “I was elected
according to the party’s con-
stitution and democratic
process. The party has
thrust a big responsibility on
me and I'll take forward the
party.”

The LJP’s national execu-
tive committee meeting was
held at the residence of se-
nior party leader Suraj Bhan
Singh in Patna.

Mr. Singh later announced
that no other nomination
had been filed against Mr.
Paras.

After the coup in the par-
ty, the rebel LJP group had
elected Mr. Singh, a party

Payment dispute led parents who sold their baby to file kidnapping complaint, landing all in police net

HEMANI BHANDARI
NEW DELHI

A couple’s need for money
and another’s desire for a
male child led them to strike
a deal on a six-day-old infant
and subsequently land in pol-
ice net.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (South) Atul Thakur
said the accused have been
identified as Vidyanand Ya-
dav, 50, his wife Rampari Ya-
dav, 45, Raman Kumar Yadav,
32, Haripal Singh, 50, Govind
Kumar, 30, and his 24-year-
old wife Pooja.

The police said on Tuesday
they received a call at Fateh-
pur Beri police station from
Mr. Govind, who said his six-
day-old baby boy had been
kidnapped. When the police
reached the spot in Aya Na-
gar, he said his wife, Ms. Poo-
ja, had delivered the baby on

CM
K

June 8. One of their friends,
Haripal Singh, invited the
couple to live with him be-
cause there wasn’t enough
space at their rented accom-
modation. On June 12, the
couple reached the friend’s
residence in Aya Nagar where
Mr. Haripal locked them from
outside and fled with the
child, alleged Mr. Govind.
The police registered a kid-

»

The six accused in police custody. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT
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napping case based on his
statement.

A team led by Station
House Officer Kuldeep Singh
launched the investigation
and traced Mr. Haripal, who
allegedly told them that the
couple had, in fact, given the
child willingly to the relatives
of his friend, Mr. Raman, who
lives in the Moti Bagh jhuggis.

When the police reached

Mr. Raman’s house, he told
them that the couple had sold
the baby to his relatives, Mr.
Vidyanand and Ms. Rampari
for 33.6 lakh, and the duo had
already left for Kanpur. The
police sought the details of
the train they had boarded
and nabbed the couple from
Kanpur railway station. They
were then brought to Delhi.

Financial crisis

Further investigation re-
vealed that Mr. Govind and
Ms. Pooja were extremely
poor and needed money for
which they agreed to sell
their baby for %3.6 lakh to Mr.
Vidyanand and Ms. Rampari
through Mr. Haripal and Mr.
Raman. “When Vidyanand
and Rampari were ques-
tioned, they said they were
married for 25 years but
couldn’t bear a child because

of which their relatives in
their village in Bihar would
demean them and use dero-
gatory words. Vidyanand, in
fact, sold his land to be able
to buy the baby. He told Ra-
man that he will only take the
child if it’s a boy,” said a se-
nior police officer. A written
agreement was signed bet-
ween the two parties and pic-
tures were also taken.

Police said Mr. Govind de-
cided to inform them because
they got only ¥2 lakh cash and

four cheques 0f 340,000 each

dated June 18. Mr. Govind
wanted to encash the
cheques on June 14 and leave
for his village immediately.
When he tried to reach Mr.
Haripal and Mr. Raman on
phone, they blocked him. He
also couldn’t reach them
physically. Feeling cheated,
he decided to call the police.
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Big responsibility: Pashupati Kumar Paras after being elected

national president of the LJP in Patna on Thursday. =pmi

leader and former MP from
Munger, as its working
president.

‘Autocrat nephew’

When asked why he and oth-
er party leaders had to break
away from his nephew Chi-
rag Paswan, the newly elect-
ed president said, “If the ne-

phew becomes an autocrat,
what can an uncle do?”

“I’ve been elected under
the party’s constitution,
which says that every three
years, election for the party
president will take place. No
one can be party president
for life in a democratic set-
up,” said the MP from Haji-

pur.

Mr. Paras also urged par-
tymen who had quit pre-
viously to “come back to ful-
fil the dream of party’s
founder leader Ram Vilas
Paswan”. He said there was
no “internal bickering” in
the LJP and that the party
would “take care of people
coming from every section
of the society”.

The LJP is currently an al-
ly of the National Democrat-
ic Alliance (NDA) at the
Centre.

Earlier, Mr. Paswan was
removed from the post of
LJP president after an emer-
gency meeting of the party’s
national working committee.
Out of a total of six LJP MPs,
five rebelled against Mr. Pas-
wan.

Mr. Paswan, however, on
Wednesday nominated par-
ty leader and former MLA
Raju Tiwari as the LJP State
president.

‘Continue demolition of illegal
buildings in Aravali forest land’

SC had refused to give encroachers any quarter on June 7

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday refused to halt the
demolition of about 10,000
unauthorised residential con-
structions encroaching into
the ecologically fragile Arava-
li forest land near Lakarpur
Khori village in Haryana.

A Bench of Justices A.M.
Khanwilkar and Dinesh Ma-
heshwari had refused to give
encroachers any quarter on
June 7 while ordering the de-
molition. The court had cate-
gorically said that “land-grab-
bers cannot take the refuge of
the rule of law” and demand
fairness.

However, fresh petitions
were filed urging the court to
revisit its order and provide

for rehabilitation of the resi-
dents, including children.
The petitioners, mostly resi-
dents whose properties face
the axe, said they were not gi-
ven time to submit docu-
ments to the local authorities
to prove their claim.

But the court refused to
budge on Thursday.

Onus on State
The Bench said the residents
had enough time to prove
their claims in accordance
with a notification issued by
Haryana in 2020. The court
said the onus was on the State
to rehabilitate the residents
in compliance with a 2003
scheme. The demolition
would continue.

“Petitioners were obligat-

»

ed to provide documents to
come under the rehabilita-
tion scheme, which they have
failed to do. We have record-
ed the submission that clea-
rance of unlawful encroach-
ment on forest land will be
carried out as per due pro-
cess of law,” the court said.

The Haryana government
said officials and personnel
were pelted with stones at the
site of demolition. However,
the court declined to pass any
orders while merely telling
the authorities, “You know
what to do then.”

The court had in its June 7
order made it clear that the
encroachers should be evict-
ed by the land even by force.

The next hearing is sche-
duled on July 27.
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‘Vindication of
Constitution’s
libertarian
promise’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court order
regarding the release of stu-
dent-activists — Devengana
Kalita, Natasha Narwal and
Asif Tanha — is a resounding
vindication of the Constitu-
tion of India’s libertarian
promise, said former Law
Minister Ashwani Kumar on
Thursday.

He said the subsequent
steps by the government to
delay their release “mock
the conscience of the Consti-
tution and the memory of
our Freedom Fighters”.

“Protagonists of a muscu-
lar State seem to have forgot-
ten the inescapable lesson of
history that the cry for free-
dom is irrepressible. The
State ill serves its purpose by
oppressing its  consti-
tuents...,” he said, adding
that the attempt to label dis-
senters as “anti-nationals”
must be fought.

Friends, family shed tears of joy
as they welcome JNU students

Crowd gathered outside Tihar jail ahead of Devangana and Natasha’s release

HEMANI BHANDARI
NEW DELHI

“I can’t wait to hold her and
feed her favourite food when
she gets home,” said JNU stu-
dent Devangana Kalita’s hus-
band Andre Ling, who wel-
comed her at Tihar Prison
Complex on Thursday even-
ing after completing court
formalities.

Wearing a blue mekhela
chador - a traditional attire
of Assamese women, gifted
by mother - Devangana
stepped out of Tihar Prison
gate number 3 along with Na-
tasha Narwal a little after 7
p.m. on Thursday evening
and hugged her husband
with a wide smile “It’s been a
long and difficult year of
waiting with so many twists
and turns. I am finally re-
lieved,” he said.

Around 6 p.m., JNU stu-
dents started gathering out-

JNU students wait for the release of their frlends outside
Tihar jail on Thursday. =HEMANIBHANDARI

side Tihar for the three to be
released by 7 p.m. The crowd
grew bigger with their close
friends and family joining.

Praise for judiciary

Ms. Narwal’s paternal uncle
Virender Singh Malik, criti-
cised Delhi Police for the
two-day delay and praised
the judiciary. “This order has
raised hopes among other

detainees on such charges.
Justice delayed, though not
denied but in one sense, it
was denied as Dr. Narwala
(Natasha’s father) is not with
us. He just kept waiting for
her release,” he said.

Shortly after 7 p.m., a
friend peeped through the
hole in the gate and started
raising slogans, bringing
cheer among the crowd. The

DMRC to build ‘halt platform’ to link two corridors

Move aimed at improving interconnectivity between Green and Pink Lines

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

In a bid to improve intercon-
nectivity between Green
and Pink Lines, the Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) on Thursday said a
special “halt platform” was
being constructed at Punja-
bi Bagh West metro station

to connect the two
corridors.
The DMRC said: “There

will not be any ticketing fa-
cility on the interchange
platforms but boarding and
deboarding facilities will be
available.”

230m-long FOB

Officials said the platforms
will be connected by a 230-
m-long foot overbridge
(FOB), which will connect
the platforms with the Pun-
jabi Bagh West metro sta-
tion of the Pink Line.

Bridging the gap

First and last train services on Green Line

WEEKDAYS
(MON-SAT)

.N. 1
S.N. SECTION FIRST

TRAIN

SUNDAY

FIRST LAST
TRAIN | TRAIN

LAST
TRAIN

1 Eirr%h}:ilcr)lsdhei?lgk 7 a.m. 9p.m. 8a.m. 9p.m.

2 Eiﬁ%.hl:llgisrtc]iial\ll’agar 718 a.m. |910 p.m. |818 a.m. |90 p.m. §
3 Hg;:ilgr"s'ifgr:?- 725am.|930 p.m. |825am. [930 p.m. 3
4 ﬁgg‘hﬁarg;;gr?”g 7.25a.m.|9.30 p.m. |8.25 a.m. |9.30 p.m. g

*Timings are till September 30

While the Pink Line con-
nects Majlis Park and Shiv
Vihar, the Green Line runs
between Inderlok and
Bahadurgarh.

“The platforms will be
155m in length and shall be
connected with the FOB by
two extra-large lifts [each

platform] with a capacity of
26 passengers each and
staircases. The total height
from the platform level of
the new platforms to the
concourse of the Punjabi
Bagh West station is 16.75m.
Therefore, the passage has
been planned at two levels,”

Complaint against actor, Twitter MD in Loni case

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
The Delhi Police received a
complaint against Swara
Bhaskar, Manish Mahesh-
wari, Twitter MD and oth-
ers in connection with Lo-
ni incident where a man
from a minority communi-
ty was attacked, officials
said on Thursday.

“We have received a

complaint against Swara
Bhaskar, Manish Mahesh-
wari, Twitter MD and oth-
ers at Tilak Marg police
station. It is under inqui-
ry,” a senior officer said.
In a video on social me-
dia, an elderly Muslim
man had accused four
men of beating him up,
chopping his beard and
asking him to chant “Jai

Shri Ram” in Ghaziabad’s
Loni.

Meanwhile, a police
team, which is probing the
‘Covid Toolkit’ matter, was
sent to Bengaluru where
they questioned Twitter
India MD Manish Mahesh-
wari.

The police, however,
did not divulge further de-
tails of the questioning.

PR No.:246399

CORRIGENDUM -3

Name of Project: Request for Proposal (RFP) for Selection of Consultant for preparation of Detailed
Project Report (DPR) and providing Project Management Consultancy (PMC) services for Fecal
Sludge Management Scheme of Mahagama, Barharwa, Hariharganj, Barkishariya, Domchanch,
Bachra&Dhanwar in Jharkhand.
NIT No.JUIDCO Ltd/RFP/FSMS-7 ULBs/2021-381
Tender ID.2021_UDD_49641_1

This is for information of all the bidders that following Corrigendum are being made in RFP documents
(Ref. JUIDCO Ltd/RFP/FSMS-7 ULBs/2021-381for “Request for Proposal (RFP) for Selection of
Consultant for preparation of Detailed Project Report (DPR) and providing Project Management
Consultancy (PMC) services for Fecal Sludge Management Scheme of Mahagama, Barharwa,
Hariharganj, Barkishariya, Domchanch, Bachra&Dhanwar in Jharkhand”

The bidders are advised to take into account the following Corrigendum before submission of their bids
against this tender. If any bidder has already submitted his/her bid, then he/she should resubmit his/her bid
taking into account following amendments/Pre-bid Response/Corrigendum.

JHARKHAND URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LIMITED

3*” FLOOR, PRAGATI SADAN, KUTCHERY ROAD, RANCHI 834 001, JHARKHAND.

Sr no. Bid Document Ref. As per Corrigendum 1 | As per Corrigendum 3
1 Last  Date/ Time of |15 665021 17:00 Hrs | 24.06.2021 17:00 Hrs
Bid Submission
2 Last Date / Time of
Submission of Tender 18.06.2021, 17:00 Hrs | 25.06.2021, 17:00 Hrs
Fee & EMD
3 Date of Bid Opening 18.06.2021, 17:30 Hrs | 25.06.2021, 17:30 Hrs

Sd/-

PR 248188(Urban Development)21-22*D

Project Director (Technical)

JHARKHAND URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LIMITED

3*” FLOOR, PRAGATI SADAN, KUTCHERY ROAD, RANCHI 834 001, JHARKHAND.

Name of Project: Re
reparation of Detailed

NIT No.JUID
PR No.:246532

CORRIGENDUM -3

uest for Proposal (RFP) for Selection of Consultant for
roject Report (DPR) and providingProject Management
onsultancy (PMC) services for Fecal Sludge Mana]%ementScheme of Hussainabad,
Bishrampur, Lohardaga, Garhwa, ChattarBur,
O Ltd/RFP/FSMS-8 ULBs/2021-38
Tender ID.2021_UDD_49640_1

This is for information of all the bidders that following Corrigendum are being made in RFP documents
(Ref. JUIDCO Ltd/RFP/FSMS-8 ULBs/2021-380for “Request for Proposal (RFP) for Selection of
Consultant for preparation of Detailed Project Report (DPR) and providing Project Management
Consultancy (PMC) services for Fecal Sludge Management Scheme of Hussainabad, Bishrampur,
Lohardaga, Garhwa, Chattarpur, Khunti, Chatra and Latehar”
The bidders are advised to take into account the following Corrigendum before submission of their bids
against this tender. If any bidder has already submitted his/her bid, then he/she should resubmit his/her bid
taking into account following amendments/Pre-bid Response/Corrigendum.

huntl, Chatraand Latehar.

Srno. | Bid Document Ref.

As per Corrigendum |

As per Corrigendum 3

1 Last

Date/ Time of Bid Submission

17.06.2021 17:00 Hrs

24.06.2021 17:00 Hrs

2 Last Date / Time of Submission of Tender Fee & EMD

18.06.2021, 17:00 Hrs

25.06.2021, 17:00 Hrs

3 Date of Bid Opening

18.06.2021, 17:30 Hrs

25.06.2021, 17:30 Hrs

PR 248189 (Urban Development) 21-22 (D)

Sd/-
Project Director (Technical
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officials explained.

Currently, there is no in-
terconnectivity between the
two corridors.

“This facility will be of
great benefit to passengers
traveling to and from the sa-
tellite city of Bahadurgarh
and other outer Delhi areas
such as Mundka and Na-
gloi,” DMRC officials said.

Due to the construction
work, services on the Green
Line are set to be regulated
from late night on Friday to
September 30, the DMRC
said.

“To undertake the con-
struction of this halt plat-
form, the first and last train
services between Brigadier
Hoshiar Singh [Bahadurgar]
to Inderlok/Kirti Nagar will
be regulated from the inter-
vening night of June 18 and
19 to September 30,” the
DMRC added.

pitch of the slogans in-
creased and minutes later,
Devangana and Natasha
stepped out amid the roar-
ing. “Saare pinjre todenge...
itihas ki dhara modenge”
the two joined the crowd. A
friend’s eyes welled up with
tears of joy.

Asif’s friends welcomed
him outside gate number 4
without the crowd. Though
his family was away, his
friends made sure his moth-
er saw him speak outside the
jail through a video call from
Jharkhand. “I am very proud
of him,” she said, teary-eyed.

Standing at a distance, De-
vangana laughed and said: “I
can’t quite believe I am out of
jail. T think I'll continue to
feel that someone will come
and arrest me from home to-
morrow”. The trio then
came together for a picture
with their fists held high.

Man ‘burnt to death’ near
Tikri border; one arrested

SKM says it is an attempt to defame farmers movement

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

A man was burnt to death al-
legedly by a group of farmers
protesting against the farm
laws near Tikri border in Ha-
ryana’s Bahadurgarh on Wed-
nesday. One of the accused,
Krishan, has been arrested.
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (Bahadurgarh) Pawan
Kumar said two accused, in-
cluding Krishan, were identi-
fied. Both belonged to Jind
and were part of the ongoing
farmers’ protest. The Samy-
ukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) said
that it was an attempt to de-
fame the farmers’ movement.
According to the FIR, the
incident took place around 5
p-m. when Mukesh, a resident
of Kasar village, went for a
stroll and reached the farm-
ers’ agitation site. A little later,
Mukesh’s brother Madan Lal
received a call on his phone
saying that the farmers at the

An “unfortunate
case of suicide”
was being used by
the “BJP and JJP
govt., its political
agents and their
troll army to
implicate the
farmers’
movement
SAMYUKT KISAN MORCHA

C

protest site had doused Mu-
kesh with an inflammable li-
quid and set him afire with an
intention to kill him, said the
FIR registered at Sector-6 Ba-
hadurgarh Police Station.

Madan Lal, the complaint,
said he informed village sar-
panch who took Mukesh to Ci-
vil Hospital for treatment. Mu-
kesh identified one of the
assailants as Krishan, accord-
ing the FIR.

Mukesh was later referred
to Post Graduate Institute of

Need to develop criteria for assessing
board students next year, says Sisodia

He says exams should have been cancelled long time back

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Welcoming the evaluation
criteria of CBSE and ICSE
that takes into account the
performance of students ov-
er three years, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia on
Thursday said there was a
need to develop criteria for
assessing board students
next year.

“We cannot think that nor-
mal conditions will prevail
anytime soon. To avoid
another situation next year
where we have to rush and
take decisions with regard to
administering board exams,
we should already start deve-
loping a plan taking into ac-
count online exams and the
modalities to conduct assess-
ments and projects if schools
have to open partially,” Mr.

Sisodia, also the Education
Minister, said.

He added that there was a
need to accept the reality of
the pandemic and under-
stand that it might linger for a
longer period of time. “What
has happened this year is not
feasible every year, we have
to take well-thought deci-
sions for the best interest of
our students,” Mr. Sisodia

“Amount spent on land purchase for

Ram temple shows graft: AAP MP

‘Information not provided to I-T department on purchases’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

AAP MP Sanjay Singh on

Thursday alleged that for
Ram temple 12,080 square

meter of land was bought for

%18.50 crore, while 10,370
square meter of land next to
it was bought for only %8
crore, which clearly shows
that there has been
corruption.

“Even if the rate of 10,370
square meter of land for I8
crore is considered correct,
then about 26,000 square
meter of land could be
bought for 18.50 crore,
whereas only 12,080 square

meter of land was bought for

%18.50 crore,” he said.

IT information

He said that in Uttar Pra-
desh,
more than 50 lakh is done
in the registry department,
information is given to the
Income Tax Department.
“In such a situation why was
the information not given in
this case of purchase of land

if any purchase of

information not
given in this case of
purchase of land
worth X18.50 crore,
I8 crore and X2
crore

SANJAY SINGH
AAP MP

worth 18.50 crore, I8 crore
and %2 crore?” he asked.
The AAP leader claimed

AAP leader Sanjay Singh at a media briefing at the party's
headquarters in New Delhi on Thursday. =sHiv KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

O Why was'the

that Ram temple is not being
built because “scam and cor-
ruption” are being done.
“The people of BJP and Ram

Janmabhoomi Trust have ea-

ten the money of Prabhu
Shri Ram Mandir. The poor
had back on their expenses
and donated for the temple
of Lord Shri Ram, every ru-
pee of that donation money
should be put to good use,”
Mr. Singh said.
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Education Minister Manish Sisodia hailed the evaluation
criteria for CBSE and ICSE students. =

said.

He added that cancelling
board examinations should
have been considered a long
time back, instead of waiting
for Supreme Court to inter-
vene in the matter “It is un-
fortunate that Supreme
Court and State governments
had to intervene and protest
for cancelling board ex-
ams...,”Mr. Sisodia said.

Medical Sciences in Rohtak
where he died during
treatment.

Krishan and his fellow ac-
complices were having drinks
with Mukesh when an alterca-
tion broke out between them
and they set him afire, said In-
spector Jai Bhagwan, Sation
House Office, Sector 6 Baha-
durgarh police station.

The Samyukt Kisan Mor-
cha, in a press statement,
claimed that as per the facts
known to it, the man doused
himself with petrol to end life
due to conflict in his family,
and the Kisan Morcha volun-
teers rushed in to douse the
fire and save his life. The SKM
said an “unfortunate case of
suicide” was being used by
the “Bharatiya Janta Party and
Jannayak Janata Party govern-
ment, its political agents and
their troll army to somehow
implicate the farmers’ move-
ment”.

R-Day violence:
chargesheet
filed against
Sidhu, others

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police on Thurs-
day filed a supplementary
chargesheet against actor-
activist Deep Sidhu and oth-
ers in the Republic Day vio-
lence case.

CMM Gajendra Singh Na-
gar will pass the order on
the point of cognisance of
the fresh chargesheet on
June 19 at 2 p.m. “The 10-
pointed out the names of
the witnesses who were se-
verely injured or from
whom the weapon was
snatched,” the court noted.
On January 26, protesting
farmers clashed with the
police during the tractor
rally against farm laws and
stormed into the Red Fort,
injuring scores of
policemen.

Man and his mother
held for staging robbery

Police recover over 6 lakh from duo

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 30-year-old man and his
mother have been arrested
for allegedly staging a rob-
bery and flee with %6 lakh in
north Delhi, the police said
on Thursday.

The accused have been
identified as Chetan Saini
and his 52-year-old mother
Madhu Saini — both resi-
dents of Kanhiya Nagar, Ga-
nesh Pura, they said.

The case came to the fore
when complainant Kamal
Gupta, proprietor of Kamal
Auto Industries in Anand
Parbat Industrial Area, ap-
proached the police on
Tuesday.

He told them that he had
given ¥6.33 lakh to his em-
ployee Chetan to deposit in
the bank but could not con-
tact him, a senior officer
said. His phone was
switched off, Mr. Gupta said.

The police then found
Chetan admitted to a hospi-
tal with a hand injury. He
told the police that when he
was going deposit the mo-

ney, he was robbed of the
cash, one scooter, one bill,
cheque, his mobile phone
and purse.

“During investigation, the
police found Chetan’s state-
ments to be suspicious. He
was interrogated at a length
when he said he had staged
the robbery along with his
mother and cousin brother,”
said DCP (North) Anto Al-
phonse.

On Wednesday, the police
raided his house and reco-
vered the money. The scoo-
ter was also recovered on his
instance, the DCP said.

Chetan has been working
in Kamal Auto Industries for
the last 14 months. He used
to take cash from the factory
for delivery purposes and
bank depositions. This time,
he told the police that it was
alarge sum of money and he
decided to siphon it off, the
police said. On Tuesday,
Chetan staged a robbery
near Shastri Nagar. Madhu
assisted him in the commis-
sion of the crime, an officer
added.

Member of gang involved in
looting mobile shops nabbed

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A member of an inter-State
gang, which is allegedly in-
volved in burglaries in over
50 mobile showrooms in Del-
hi, has been arrested, the
police said on Thursday.

On May 17 night, a man
complained to the police that
someone broke into his JIO
mobile showroom near Delhi
Cantt police stations and fled
off with all the mobile
phones. An FIR was lodged.
During probe, the police re-
ceived inputs that members
of Mewati Gang are involved

»

in such cases. A tip-off was
received by the police that on
June 15, a member of Mewati
gang, Tarif, would come on a
stolen two-wheeler in Vasant
Vihar to recce a mobile
showroom.

“A trap was laid and the
accused, Tarif from Haryana
was held. We recovered one
countrymade pistol along
with two live cartridges from
him,” said the officer.

DCP (South-West) Ingit
Pratap Singh said they have
identified other members of
the gang as well and arrests
will soon be made.
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Ration scheme: CMss fresh bid to get L-G nod

Kejriwal responds to objections raised, says scheme in accordance with the law

\_ Timings
DELHI
FRIDAY, JUN. 18
RISE  05:24 SET 19:22
\_ RISE 12:28 SET 00:32
SATURDAY, JUN. 19
RISE  05:24
\_ RISE 13:30
SUNDAY, JUN. 20
RISE 05:24
\_ RISE 14:33

SET 19:22
SET 01:06

SET 19:22
SET 01:41

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 35 26
Safdarjang 35 26
Palam 36 26

Delhi Palam Today

36°C Dry and very warm
weather likely. Light winds and
occasional partly cloudy sky
would prevail.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow

37°C A hot day with moderate
winds likely. Thunder clouds
may develop at few areas with
partly cloudy sky.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
Al rights reserved.
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Fortis hospitals to start
Sputnik V inoculation

NEW DELHI

Fortis Healthcare on
Thursday said that they will
start vaccination using
Sputnik V vaccine at two of
its hospitals from Saturday.
"The two-dose vaccine will
be available at two hospitals
— Fortis Memorial Research
Institute, Gurugram, and
Fortis Hospital, Mohali. In the
coming days, the vaccine will
be available at more Fortis
hospitals across 11 cities as
part of the phase-wise pilot
project,” the hospital said.

‘Raise production capacity
of Dwarka water plant’
NEW DELHI

Delhi Water Minister
Satyendar Jain on Thursday
directed officials to increase
the production capacity of
the Dwarka water treatment
plant (WTP) from 50 million
gallons per day to 70 million
gallons per day. The Minister
said a lake would be built
inside the Dwarka WTP across
an area of 10 acres to increase
groundwater levels. p1i

‘Delhi govt’s expenditure

increased in April, May’

Order issued to curb non-essential expenditure, says Sisodia

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Finance Minister Manish Si-
sodia on Thursday said that
a memorandum has been
released to rationalise the
Delhi government’s expen-
diture during the COVID-19
pandemic.

Mr. Sisodia said that the
expenditure of the Delhi go-
vernment has increased
around 80% during the first
two months of the current
financial year compared to
the corresponding period
during the previous finan-
cial year.

He stated that revenue re-
ceipts of Delhi have been
35,273.26 crore during the
first two months of the cur-
rent financial year, while its
expenditure has reached

Manish Sisodia

%8,511.09 crore.

“Delhi has incurred
%3,237.83 crore more than
its receipts which were met
from last year’s savings. His-
torically, during the first
two months, the expendi-
ture used to be 34,705.14
crore in FY-2019-20 and

34,965.58 crore in FY-2020-
21. However, due to unpre-
cedented COVID surge, the
expenditure during the first
two months has jumped to
38,511.09 crore in current fi-
nancial year,” he said.

Tax collection declines
Mr. Sisodia said that the tax
collection has declined due
to second wave of COVID-19
pandemic and lockdown.

“The order has been is-
sued to curtail the expendi-
ture of the government,
beyond the expenditure for
essential and day-to-day
functions. Further, the va-
rious welfare schemes be-
ing run for the Delhi resi-
dents will remain
unchanged,” an official
statement said.

Adequate vaccine stock available
in Capital, says AAP leader Atishi

158 new infections reported as cases continue to dip in city

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

AAP leader Atishi on Thurs-
day said that adequate vac-
cine stock is available in Del-
hi for people above 45 years
of age and 18-44 age group
too.

“Stock of 2.34 lakh vac-
cines available for 18-44 and
7.44 lakh vaccines for 45+. So
far, 62,58,937 people have
been vaccinated in Delhi,
out of which more than 15
lakh people have received
both the doses,” Ms. Atishi
said. “Ever since the revacci-
nation of youth has started
in Delhi, youngsters are
coming to get the vaccine in

Stock of 2.34 lakh
vaccines available
for18-44 and 7.44
lakh vaccines for
45+ age group

C

ATISHI

AAP leader

large numbers by registering
on the COWIN app. We hope
that people of 45 years and
above, who have not got
themselves vaccinated yet,
will also come forward and
get inoculated soon,” she ad-
ded.

Meanwhile, the down-
ward trend in COVID-19 cas-
es continued with 158 new
cases being reported in the

past 24 hours, taking the to-
tal cases to 14,31,868, ac-
cording to a health bulletin
released by the Delhi go-
vernment on Thursday

Also, 10 deaths were re-
ported and the total number
of deaths stood at 24,886. A
total of 77,542 tests were
done in a day, the bulletin
said. Of the total cases,
14,04,428 people have reco-
vered and there are 2,554 ac-
tive cases.

The test positivity rate
(TPR) was 0.20%, which
means that about one per-
son out of 500 people taking
COVID-19 tests are now posi-
tive for the virus.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Thursday resent the
file of the home delivery
scheme of ration to the Lieu-
tenant-Governor for appro-
val. He also responded to the
objections raised saying that
the scheme was in accor-
dance with the law and was
being implemented to follow
the orders of the Central
government.

‘Wrong to halt scheme’

Mr. Kejriwal said that it is
wrong to halt this scheme
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic as with its implemen-
tation, crowding at ration
shops could be avoided and
added that the L-G was in-
formed about the Cabinet’s
decision regarding the door-
step delivery scheme of ra-

A woman collects free ration at a government school in
Vishwas Nagar in New Delhi. =FiLe PHOTO: R.V. MOORTHY

tion four times in the last
three years. hHwever, he
never opposed it. He ques-
tioned why the scheme was
suddenly being stopped
when the plan had already
been approved.

Mr. Kejriwal said that the
request of the L-G to send

the matter to the Central go-
vernment for approval does
not seem right as the appro-
val of the Central govern-
ment is neither mandatory
NOor necessary.

“The Delhi government
has only implemented the
orders of the Central govern-

ment. In addition, the Delhi
government has been, from
time to time, informing and
seeking assistance from the
Centre regarding the imple-
mentation of the doorstep
delivery scheme through
several letters,” Mr. Kejriwal
said.

He added that the only ob-
jection received from the
Central government was to
remove the name of ‘Chief
Minister’ from this scheme
which the Delhi government
immediately accepted.

In reference to a petition
filed in the Delhi High Court
by an association of ration
shopkeepers seeking a stay
on the scheme, the Chief Mi-
nister said that the matter
has already been heard five
times and the High Court has
refused to grant a stay on the
same.

COVID-19 third wave unlikely to affect children: study

‘SARS-CoV-2 seropositivity rate among kids high compared to adult population’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

It is unlikely that a possible
third wave of COVID-19, due
to the prevailing variant of
the virus, would dispropor-
tionately affect children, ac-
cording to the interim result
of a multicentre study by re-
searchers at AIIMS, Delhi
and other hospitals.

The study is yet to be peer
reviewed and has appeared
in pre-print on an online
platform.

“SARS-CoV-2 seropositivi-
ty rate among children was
high and were comparable
to the adult population.
Hence, it is unlikely that any
future third wave by the pre-
vailing COVID-19 variant

would disproportionately af-
fect children two years or ol-
der,” the report read.

The report has published
interim data of serological
prevalence (% of people with
antibodies) among children
aged between 2 to 17 years
along with a comparison
with people of 18 year of age
and above.

“The data collection pe-
riod was from March 15, 2021
to June 10, 2021. Total availa-
ble data was of 4,509 partici-
pants of which <18 years
were 700 and >18 years was
3,809. The seroprevalence
was 55.7% in the <18 years
age group and 63.5% in the >
18 year age group,” the re-
port said.
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12 policemen
injured in
U.P. protest

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
UNNAO

Twelve police personnel
were injured when people
protesting over the death of
two motorcycle riders in an
accident pelted stones at
them near a village here, of-
ficials said on Thursday.

Forty-three people have
been arrested, and a case
has been registered against
100 named and 250 un-
known persons in connec-
tion with the violence that
took place on Wednesday,
the police said.

Devikheda village resi-
dents Rajesh and Vipin died
as their motorcycle was hit
by a car in the City Kotwali
police station area.

Farm laws will benefit farmers: Lal - ‘Centre’s relief package

Haryana CM announces special package for labourers

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

CHANDIGARH

Haryana Chief Minister Ma-
nohar Lal on Thursday reiter-
ated that the new farm laws
were in the interest of farm-
ing community and farmers
should not oppose their im-

plementation.

“Farmers should under-
stand that the farm laws are
in their interest. Let the laws
be implement, if after imple-
mentation, these laws prove
to be non-beneficial the go-
vernment would be ready to
work on the legislations,” he

said here.

Mr. Lal was addressing a
press meet on completion of
600 days of the second te-
nure of his government.

He said that amid the ad-

packages.
“In view of the
constraints faced b

in the State. Under

scheme a portal has

June 18,” he said.

“Besides this, we are an-
nouncing a relief package of

verse impact of COVID-19
pandemic on the economy,
the State government has de-
cided to give economic relief

bourers working in the unor-
ganised sector a relief pack-
age of T600 crore would be
given to 12 lakh such families

nancial assistance of 35,000
will be given to all such fami-
lies. To ensure that the la-
bourers of the unorganised
sector have easy access to the

signed and the registrations
on the portal will start from

%150 crore for small shop-
keepers. Also, a discount of
25% would be provided to
600 farmers, who would pur-
chase e-tractors,” said Mr.
financial Lal.

y the la-

Aid for Corona warriors
The Chief Minsiter said a fi-
nancial aid of 35,000 per fa-
mily of Corona warriors such
as ASHA workers and em-
ployees of NHM would also
be given.

He said that the State go-
vernment has borne the en-
tire cost of the Covid affected
patients of below poverty line
families.

Mr. Lal said that it has been
decided to waive off the en-
tire property tax for the first
quarter of the year 2021-22.

this, a fi-

been de-

i
=

OFFICE OF DIRECTOR (REVENUE)

DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVT OF NCT OF DELHI
VARUNALAYA PH-Il, KAROL BAGH, NEW DELHI

" “STOP CORONA: Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is informed to all the consumers of Delhi Jal Board that, the following model of water meters / manufactures, have
been empanelled by Delhi Jal Board and henceforth, these water meters may be installed with water Connections:

Gn

v —

CENTRAL RAILWAY
Breakers and Lightening Arresters

E-TENDER NOTICE
Degitally signed online open E-Tenders
ara invited by Sr. DEETRD/Nagpur, from
established Contractors for execufion of
the following work on Nagpur Division of

Central Rallway. E-Tender Notice No.:

NGP/Elect/TRD/2021-22/05, Dated

16.08.2021. Name of Work:

Replacement of over aged HVILY Circuit

Breakers and Lightening Armresters in

Nagpur Division of Central Rallway
Estimated Cost of work: ¥ 4,59,38,576/-

f()r children defective’

Monthly stipend to orphans only after 18 years of age: Gehlot

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR
Rajasthan Chief Minister Mi-
nister Ashok Gehlot on
Thursday said the Centre’s re-
lief package for children who
lost their parents to the CO-
VID-19 infection was “defec-
tive”, as it stipulated the pay-
ment of a monthly stipend to
them only after they attain 18
years of age. The package for
orphans should be revised
with a provision for imme-
diate relief, he said.

Addressing a video-confe-
rence meeting on COVID-19
vaccination here, Mr. Gehlot
said he would speak to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
about the Centre’s scheme
and point out the “shortcom-
ings and confusion” to him
about the financial help to be
extended to orphans. “Who
knows where a child will be
after 18 years? A package
should provide an instant
help,” he said.

Mr. Gehlot said the Centre
had not announced any mea-
sures to render help to wo-

only).

S.No. WATER METER BRAND Name of the water meter manufacturing company
1 DASMESH / DMB M/s Dasmesh Engineering Works
2 KONARAK M/s Venus Industries
3 BAYLAN / TK-23 M/s Shrirang Sales Corporation
4 ITRON CG M/s ITRON India Pvt. Ltd.
5 KRANTI-KBMG+ M/s Aman Engg. Works Mfg.
6 KRANTI-ULTRA-G M/s Aman Engg. Works Mfg.
7 CRESCENT -CDM M/s Bharat Precision Instruments Company
8 BELANTO M/s B.M. Water Meters
9 FEDREL FM-105 M/s V.A. Valves
10 GLOB TECH M/s Global Trade Links

allowed by Delhi Jal Board.
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 114 (2021-22)

Consumers are advised to install water meters of above brands only in all areas where non-AMR meters have been

(Akriti Sagar)
Director (Revenue)

submission of tender:

www.iraps.gov.in.

Jharkhand Bijli Vitran Nigam Limited
CIN :-U40108JH2013SGC001702

Regd. Office:- Engineering Building,

HEC, Dhurwa, Ranchi-834004.
Fax # 0651-2400483 e-mail : cesp.jseb@rediffmail.com

Short e-procurement Notice

JBVNL invites online short e-tender from reputed, technically experienced and financially
sound manufacturers only having adequate manufacturing and testing facilities for design,
manufacture, testing and supply of following Material :-

P0G

Last date of | Technical Tender-L-06-21-22, Name of work:
. Cost of Ds{te o‘f Document Bid Bid physical bid Corrective Maintenance Contract
sr| Tender notice Mo 30 oty. | tender | PUPication| download g, mission| Submission| submission of | opening || |(CMC) of RMPU and other allied
escription ot item fee ortender | Start ale | ciart date | end date | tender fee and| date and equipments of EOG Type LHB AC
on website | & time EMD . .
time Coaches for a period of three years
W 30 | 1obooy.| 180062021 |18/06/2021| 18006/2021 | 05/07/2021 | oo | 06/07/2021] | [coaching depot of Varanasi Division.
c Wound CRGO | N L | from 13:00 | from 13:10| from 13:20 | upto 18:00 16:30 Hrs| 1730 Approx. Cost (inRs.): ¥3,61,49,896.45,
opper Woun 0s. Hrs. Hrs. Hrs. Hrs upto 16: T Completion period: 36 Months. Date &
core Power Transformer| GST

jseb@rediffmail.com

NOTE:- (i) Only e-tenders will

wafed vd wgfed § Soit g | FUT Aw Rwret o e
Y Fo 1800 345 6570 TR Toi BRI |

PR.NO.248184 Jharkhand Bijlee Vitran Nigam Ltd(21-22):D

be accepted. Further details can be seen on website http
jharkhandtenders. gov.in and may be contacted on Mobile No. 9431135523/
9430348596 NIC helpline No. 0651-2400178

(ii) Quantity are tentative which may varies at the time of P.O.
(iii) Tender fee & EMD, BG/DD (Original Copy) only can be submitted through speed post/
Registered Post with prior information to the Office of GM (S&P) on email cesp.

Sd/-

General Manager

(S&P)

CPRO/Vidyut-14

¥ Four Crores Fiftynine Lakhs Thirtyseight
Thousand Five Hundred Seventysix
Earnest Money Deposit: Nil -
Submission 'Bid Security Declaration’ is
mandatory. Last Date & Time for
09.07.2021 at
15.00 Hours. Website address: The
relevant details about this E-Tender & for
online participation in E-tendering are
avallable on Railway website

Sr. Divi. Electrical Engineer(TRD),
Central Raitway, Nagpur.

NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

E-Tendering Notice
Divisional Railway Manger
(Electrical), North Eastern Railway,
Varanasi for and on behalf of President
of India invites online (E-Tendering)
"Open Tender" for the following work:-
SI. No.-01, Tender reference No.: E-

time of Closing Tender: 12-07-2021
15:00 Hrs. Date & time of Opening
Tender: 12-07-2021 15:30 Hrs.

e Full details of E-Tendering shall be
seen in website www.ireps.gov.in

Sr. Divisional Elect. Engineer/General

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The Assam government has
proposed the realignment of
a broad gauge railway line
through the Deepor Beel, an
‘Important Bird Area’ desig-
nated under the Ramsar Con-
vention of Wetlands.

Several elephants have
been run over on the railway
track between the elevated
Rani Reserve Forest and the
sanctuary. The elephants use
four corridors crossing the
track to often bathe and feed
on the aquatic plants in the
wetland.

The wetland is about 10
km southwest of Guwahati.

“We have sent a proposal
to the Centre for the realign-

Varanasi

CLASSIFIEDS MART

TO ADVERTISE:
www.thehinduads.com

011-43579738 * 43579797

EDUCATIONAL

ECONONICS OPTIONAL

by Ravindra N. Jha
REGULAR BATCH & TEST SERIES

NEW BATCH & NEW COMBO TEST SERIES
ADMISSION OPEN

BLISS POINT stvores’

OLD RAJENDER NAGAR, 57/17, 1st Floor, Near HDFC Bank

9811343411, 981134

One stop solution for
UPSC ANTHROPOLOGY OPTIONAL

fin mle grovace i

NORTH DELHI, 2518, 3rd Floor, Hudson Line

938, 9811343464

Admission Open For |As 2022

FOUNDATION

| ANTHROPOLOGY
| book for UPSC

by Shib Shankar Dutta, WBCS
» CHAPTERWISE SOLVED from

1985-2020 with model 0 & A

» Best book on whole syllabus

for Sound CONCEPT, ANSWER
STRUCTURE & DIAGRAMS

callus:M: 1003760388 |

ASPIRE | ATTEMPT | ACCOMPLISH
NSION TO 1AS ASPIRATIONS b

COURSE GENERAL STUDIES, ESSAY & CSAT

GS Modules also a:

ble For details, visit our website

A-Cube IAS has the august company of stalwarts, who hold the record
of training thousands of aspirants and producing hundred of results

Only institute to offer 800 HOURS of Classes for General Studies (Prelims-cum-Mains)
Including 80 hours (approx.) of Current Affairs Classes

ONLINE CLASSES
LIVE/RECORDED

Eresh 7 JULY 2021 2
www.acubeias.com
Call us for free consultation on

+91-93190 57600, 93190 57800
78, Bada Bazar Marg, Old Rajendra Nagar, N.D.-60

Introducing
(A-Cube IAS Inspiration Test)
Appear in this Talent Hunt Exam
on 24" & 27" June
to avail concession in Fee

) E'

PERSONAL

CHANGE OF NAME

I, Sharif Ahmad S/o0. Mansoor Alam
Siddiqui R/o. C-37, Zakir Bagh, New
Friends Colony, Delhi 110025 have
changed my Name to Shariq Ahmed
Siddiqui for all purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is for notice of the general public that a
political party is proposed to be registered by
the name of “BHARATIYA PRAJA AIKYATA|
PARTY”. The office of the party is located at
NO.01, KOTE STREET, NEAR
VENKATESHWARA TEMPLE,
KODIGEHALLI L, SAHAKARANAGAR
POST, BANGALORE-560092,
KARNATAKA. This party has submitted
application to the Election Commission of
India, New Delhi for its registration as
Political Party under Section 29A of the
Representation of People Act, 1951- Name
/address of the office bearers of the party are|
as follows:-
President : G. Veerareddy S/o GB
Nagareddy R/o House No.365/6, Yetugadda
Palli, Bagepalli, Chikkaballapur District,
Karnataka-515201
General Secretary : Ajit Shrikanth Nadig
Sl/o Shrikanth Nadig R/o 203, Kerekoppa
Kerejaddi, Sirsi-581318
Treasurer : Madhukeshwari Honnannavar|
D/o Shivappa R/o Shivappa Soumitri
Siddarameshwara Colony Ranichannamma
Nagar, Dharwad
Ifanyone has any objection to the registration
of “BHARATIYA PRAJA AIKYATA PARTY”
they may send their objection with reasons
thereof, to the Secretary (Political Party),
Election Commission of India, Nirvachan
Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001
within 30 days of the publication of this|
notice.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the public at large
that our Client intends to purchase the
property described in the Schedule herein
below pursuant to which we are investigating
the title of the Said Property.
Any person having any right, title, interest,
claim or demand whatsoever in respect of the
Said Property by way of sale, inheritance,
bequest, exchange, gift, possession, trust,
mortgage, lease, license, lien, charge,
tenancy, lis pendency, development rights,
maintenance, easement or under any
agreement of Sale or Power of Attorney,
option, right of first refusal or pre-emption
whatsoever or otherwise howsoever, is
hereby required to make the same known in
writing with documentary proof thereof, to the
undersigned at the address mentioned herein
below within 15 days from the date of the
publication of this notice, failing which the sale
transaction shall be completed without any
reference to such right, title, interest, claim or|
demand & the same shall be deemed to have
been waived, relinquished, abandoned or|
discharged for all intents & purposes.
Schedule of the Property (Said Property,
Apartment No. M1422B, 22™ Floor, having a
SuperAreaof590.814 sq. mt. (6360.00 sq. ft.)
in “The Magnolias”, DLF Phase-V, Sector-
42, Gurugram, Haryana-122022 along with a
proportionate undivided share in the common
areas & Car Parking Spaces Nos. PB14,133,
PB14,134, PB14,135, within the limits of Sub-
Registrar of Registration District Gurugram,
Taluka Wazirabad & within the local limits of
Municipal Corporation of Gurugram.
Rishi Vohra (Advocate)
Lexstone Chambers|
1073, LGF, Sec-40, Gurgaon, Haryana-122001
Mob.: +91-9810512051

PERSONAL

IT IS hereby made public that our
original agreement to sell dated
3rd June 1986 executed in respect
of house no. 135, block D situated
at Panchsheel Enclave, New Delhi
has been lost or misplaced some-
where and not traceable so far.
FIR done for the same with LR
No0:384781/2021. If anyone finds
the same, inform us at +91-931-087-
0339.

»

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed that
Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEF & CC), Indira
Paryavaran Bhawan, Jorbagh Road,
New Delhi-110003 vide their letter no.
F.No. 1A-J-11011/358/2019-1A-11(1)
dated 02.03.2021 has accorded the
“Environment Clearance” to M/s
Parnami Buildcon Pvt. Ltd., for
Manufacturing of Formaldehyde
300 M.T per day at Village- Ismalia,
Tehsil-Sampla, District-Rohtak, State-
Haryana. General Public is further
informed that copy of said Environment
Clearance Letter is available in the
office of Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change (MoEF &
CC), Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,

Jorbagh Road, New Delhi.
M/s Parnami Buildcon Pvt.
Ltd. Village- Ismalia, Sampla,

Place: Rohtak
Date: 16.06.2021

TENDERS

Rohtak, Haryana

TENDER NOTICE
Supply of
Machinery & Equipment for CFC
Sealed tenders are invited from
manufacturer/supplier/traders
(having minimum three years of
experience in manufacturing/
supplying/trading of machinery)
for Supply of Machinery and
equipment for Common Facilities
Centre in village Murthal, Distt.
Sonipat, Haryana, being
facilitated by Urbo Rural
Integrated Development
Association (URIDA), WZ-33A,
Dayalsar Road, Uttam Nagar,
New Delhi. Tender should be
submitted in separate envelopes
for Technical Bid with earnest
money of Rs. 5,60,000/- or Bid
security declaration for tenders
and Financial Bid can be
deposited at the below
mentioned address upto 2.00 PM
of 08/07/2021. The Demand
Draft of earnest money should be
in the name of Urbo Rural
Integrated Development
Association, payable at Delhi.
Tenders received will be opened
before the Procurement
Committee of the proposed
Common Facilities on
08/07/2021 at 03.00 PM.
Tender form can be obtained
from URIDA, WZ-33A, Dayalsar
Road, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi -
110059 on any working day
between 18/06/2021 to
07/07/2021 from 10.00 AM to
5.00 PM and upto 12.00 PM on
08/07/2021 by payment of
Rs. 500/-. The details of works
and Terms and Conditions are
available in Tender Form.
Secretary- URIDA reserves the
right to cancel any or all the
Tenders without assigning any

reason.

Pre Bid Meeting - 28/06/2021.
Capt.Deepak Raj
Secretary,URIDA

About any passenger amenity complaint
SMS on Mob. No.: 09794845955
Never travel on

roof and foot boards.

ment of the railway line run-
ning through the wetland,
which creates noise pollu-
tion and disturbs the migra-
tory birds. Clearance from
the National Green Tribunal
[NGT] is expected once the
eco-sensitive zone is de-

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot =FiLie pHoTO: PTI

men whose husband died of
COVID-19 during the pan-
demic. In Rajasthan, the Con-
gress government has an-
nounced a relief package
comprising an ex-gratia of 1
lakh each to widows and or-
phans, followed by a financial
assistance every month.

CM’s scheme

As part of the Chief Minister’s
Corona Baal Kalyan Yojana,
the children who lost their
parents will get 32,500 a
month till they attain 18 years
of age. The orphans will be
provided an assistance of 35

Assam seeks realignment
of tracks through wetland

Trains have run over several elephants

Whistling teals at Deepor
Beel near Guwahati. =

clared by the authorities con-
cerned,” State Environment
and Forest Minister Parimal
Suklabaidya said at a meeting
on the beautification of the
wetland on Thursday.

Garbage dump

The meeting was held with
Guwahati Development De-
partment Minister Ashok
Singhal, who sought steps to
check the pollution of the
wetland, under stress from a
dumping site nearby and
channels that carry untreat-
ed sewage from the city.

lakh on the completion of 18
years as well as free senior se-
condary education and other
benefits under the scheme.
Referring to the ongoing
vaccination, Mr. Gehlot said
the vaccine wastage in the
State had reduced to just
0.8%. It was about 2% as
against the national average
of 6% recently, when the
Centre had written to the
State government seeking a
probe into the “misleading
reports” about the vials of
vaccines found in the dust-
bins at some inoculation
centres, said Mr. Gehlot.

17 children die
- of COVID-19
- in Meghalaya

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

COVID-19 has claimed the
lives of 17 children in Megh-
alaya, according to local
media reports, which cited
official data.

The COVID-19 dash-
board of the State’s Health
Department revealed 5,101
minors aged up to 14 years
testing positive since the
outbreak of the pandemic
in Meghalaya in 2020. Of
these, 4,344 recovered till
June 15, while 17 died of the
disease.

Cause of concern

What has worried govern-
ment and healthcare spe-
cialists is that 13 children
died over the past 30 days.

“We are concerned by
the positivity rate among
children. We are in the pro-
cess of constructing three
prefabricated paediatric
hospitals to deal with the
situation,” State Health Mi-
nister Alexander Laloo Hek
said.

State capital Shillong,
Tura and Jowai towns
would have a prefabricated
hospital each.

Odisha govt. announces
package for the poor

It will spend 1,690 cr. on their welfare

STAFF REPORTER
BHUBANESWAR

As the COVID-19 pandemic
triggered massive job loss
and pushed millions into
crisis, Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Thursday an-
nounced an assistance of
1,690.46 crore for econom-
ically and socially weaker
sections of society.

The package would pri-
marily benefit landless
farmers, construction work-
ers, urban poor, particularly
vulnerable tribal groups
(PVTGs), beneficiaries of
State Food Security Scheme
(SFSS) and Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act and physical-
ly- challenged students.

According to the Chief Mi-
nister’s Office, 17.89 lakh
landless farmers will get
special monetary assistance
of 1,000 under Krushak As-
sistance for Livelihood and
Income Augmentation (KA-
LIA) for which %178.911 crore

has been earmarked.

The government has
placed 3260 crore under
Mukhyamantri Karma Tat-
para Abhiyan or Mukta Yoja-
na (MUKTA), a scheme of ur-
ban wage employment. It
has been decided to provide
additional 50 to MGNREGA
workers over their usual
wage received between
April and June. During this
time, 6 crore man-days have
been created which means
the government would
spend 3300 crore.

Each registered construc-
tion workers will get special
COVID-19 assistance of
1,500 for which ¥360 crore
would be spent.

Similarly, the govern-
ment will provide 5 kg of
free rice to SFSS beneficiar-
ies from the month of July to
November for which 392.86
crore has been earmarked.

The CM also announced
35,000 for 66,214 members
of PVTGs.

ARY & REMEMBRANCE

BIRTH CENTENARY

DESIGNED TO EXCEL

BIRTH CENTENARY

13”‘1UNE 2021

}mmly ﬁwnmnﬁmd 151;
Family Members

SMT. SEETHALAKSHMI RAMAN

Type of Work

([ PIN:751012, Tel No.(0674) 2562020, e-Mail: th
GSTIN - 21AAACO02571K2ZM

ODISHA CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION LIMITED
BHUBANESWAR, ODISHA,

“e” Procurement Notice No.-03 /OCCL/2021-22 (on-line)
:- Canal Lining Work (CCGC)

Itd@odish truction.com

Total Nos of Works :- 01 (One) No.
Sl. Bid Period of | Amount Putto Bid Security Availability Submission
No.|Identification |Completion | Tender (approx) of Tender of Tender
No. (Rs. In lakh) (on-line) (on-line)
01| OCCL-SMP/ Rs.7662.73 Declaration as per | From 21.06.2021, | From 21.06.2021,
02/2021-22 | (Twenty Lakh W.D.0.M No.5984, 10.00 AM to 10.00 AM to
dated.27.04.2021 13.07.2021 13.07.2021
calendar up to 5.30 PM up to 5.30 PM
months

CAD-456
e —

Procurement Officer — Managing Director, Odisha Construction Corporation Limited
Date of Opening of the Technical Bid: 14.07.2021, 12.00 Noon
Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal: https://www.tendersodisha.gov.in

MANAGING DIRECTOR
OIPR-34120/11/0004/2122

UFR Account, JNTUH",
www.jntuhdufr.com,www.jntuh.ac.in.

Date :18.06.2021

DIPR R.O. No. : 1873-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/1/2021-22

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY HYDERABAD I
DIRECTORATE OF UNIVERSITY FOREIGN RELATIONS
Kukatpally, Hyderabad - 500085, Telangana (India).

FN/P10/CIWG/NRI ADMISSIONS NOTIFICATION ( 2021-22)
Applications are invited from the eligible Foreign Nationals / Persons of Indian Origin /
Children of Indian Workers in Gulf Countries / Non Resident Indian candidates seeking
admission into B.Tech/B.Tech (IDP) / M.Tech/M.Sc/MBA/MCA/M.Pharmacy / Ph.D
Courses for the Academic Year 2021-22. The application form is available in the DUFR office
or it can be download from the website or apply through online application available on the
university website www.jntuhdufr.com, www.jntuh.ac.in. The filled in application is to be
submitted along with required documents and DD of Rs.1000/- in favour of “ The Registrar,
payable at Hyderabad. For further details

¢

=

Sd/- REGISTRAR

A

BIRTH CENTENARY

IN THE LOVING MEMORY OF

New Delhi :

I . F:',
DoB: 18:06-1921 W DaD: 25-08-2002
My Late Father Shri M.M. RAJOO
who has completed 100 yrs today.

Jo us his life will always be a
guiding force. Fe was upright in
ﬁanwty,udeqxdyami&teduutﬁ

Inserted by: R. Bhaskaran, Bangalore

Family and Friends
Mobile : 9701606665

For enquiries on
announcements in this
section, please contact our
office at the following number
between 10a.m. and 8p.m.

011- 43579797
Rate for New Delhi:
(Minimum Rs. 320/- 2 Lines
Extra Line - Rs.160/-)
(B/W Display): Rs.60/Per Sq.cm
(ClIr Display) : Rs.70/Per Sg.cm
Log on to
www.thehinduads.com
For Placing Advertisements

Online

Phone:

DIVYA RANA

Station,

011-24368638, 24368641 P.S. Hazrat Nizamuddin Railway Station,

Fax No. 011-24368639
DP/165/RLY/2021

Tel. No. 011-24356743, 8750871311

R MISSING

General public is hereby informed that a
girl (depicted in the photo), Namely : Divya
Rana D/o Shiv Kumar Rana R/o H. No.
236, Prem Nagar, Ghaziabad (UP) has
been missing since 12.06.2021 from
Hazrat Nizamuddin Railway Station New
Delhi. In this regard a case vide DD No.
19A dated 12.06.2021 has been lodged at
Police Station Hazrat Nizamuddin Railway
New Delhi.
descriptionis as under :-
Age : 20 Years, Height: 5’4", Complexion
: Wheatish, Built: Strong, Wearing : Green colour T-shirt & light
blue colour jeans and black colour mask and sports shoe in feet.
Any person having any information/Clue about this missing girl,
may inform SHO, Hazrat Nizamuddin Railway Station at E-mail Id
—cic@cbi.gov.in or Website: http://cbi.nic.in

Her physical

SHO:
New Delhi

»
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Plea against development rules dismissed

Kerala HC says examination of legality of Lakshadweep draft regulation is completely premature

Aisha Sultana gets
interim anticipatory bail

Naidu condemns killing
of two TDP activists

VIJAYAWADA

TDP national president

N. Chandrababu Naidu on
Thursday condemned the
killing of two party activists
in Kurnool district. Mr. Naidu
said he suspected the role of
YSRCP MLA Katasani
Rambhupal Reddy in the
incident.

Ganja, liquor worth

¥52 lakh seized, 10 held
CHITTOOR

The Chittoor police seized
huge quantities of ganja, and
Karnataka-made liquor and
banned chewing tobacco
products, all worth about ¥52
lakh, and arrested 10 people
during raids in three different
locations in Tavanampalle
mandal of Andhra Pradesh.
Three vans, an autorickshaw
and two motocycles were
also confiscated.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

A Division Bench of the Kera-
la High Court on Thursday
dismissed a writ petition
challenging the draft Laksh-
adweep Development Auth-
ority Regulation, 2021,
which proposes to develop
towns on inhabited Lakshad-
weep islands.

The petition was filed by
K.P. Noushad Ali, secretary
of the Kerala Pradesh Con-
gress Committee. According
to him, the draft regulation
grants the Administrator the
power to “declare any area
to be a planning area” for the
purpose of development.

Petitioner’s contention

The petitioner contended
that the draft Bill gave
sweeping powers to the ad-
ministration and all its bo-
dies to directly interfere with
an islander’s right to possess
and retain property. The
draft regulation was widely

2l-year-old killed ‘for
rejecting proposal

Her 13-year-old sister was injured

STAFF REPORTER
MALAPPURAM

A 21-year-old man stabbed a
woman to death and injured
her sister in an apparent re-
prisal for rejecting his ro-
mantic advances at Elamku-
lam, near Perinthalmanna,
on Thursday morning, the
police said.

Vineesh Vinod entered
the 2l-year-old woman’s
house and allegedly at-
tacked her in her room on
the second floor.

Her younger sister, 13,
was also injured in the
attack.

Police arrested Vineesh
within hours of the incident.

They said the woman’s fami-
ly had rejected Vineesh’s
marriage proposal.

A shop run by the wo-
man’s father at Perinthal-
manna was gutted on Wed-
nesday night. Vineesh’s
hand is suspected in the
incident.

The State Youth Commis-
sion registered a suo motu
case and said the maximum
punishment should be met-
ed out to the culprit to pre-
vent recurrence of such
crimes. The commission
would launch a campaign to
create awareness among
youth, its chairperson Chin-
tha Jerome said.

R o *r,
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Up in arms: Activists of the CITU gathering for a protest
outside the Lakshadweep administration office in Kochi. =ap

opposed as it vested the Ad-
ministrator with powers to
remove or usurp smallhold-
ings of property owned by is-
landers.

The petitioner also chal-
lenged the procedure to be
followed for auctioning lives-
tock on the islands and the
decision to discontinue the

service of the temporary
staff engaged by the adminis-
tration in certain sectors.
Dismissing the petition,
the Bench comprising Justic-
es S.V. Bhatti and Murali Pu-
rushothaman observed that
examination of the legality of
the draft regulation, which
was under the active consid-

: WEATHER WATCH

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The Kerala High Court on
Thursday granted interim
anticipatory bail to Aisha
Sultana, a filmmaker, in a
sedition case registered
against her.

Justice Ashok Menon
ordered that she be granted
interim anticipatory bail if
she is arrested when she

eration of the administra-
tion, was completely prema-
ture. The draft stipulation
could not be challenged
through a public interest liti-
gation (PIL) petition.

The court noted that it
was well settled that cham-
pioning the cause concern-
ing service matters by way of

appears before the Kavaratti
police on June 20 for
interrogation in connection
with the sedition case.

She has been charged
with offences under
Sections 124 A and 153 B of
the IPC for her alleged
remark on a TV channel that
the Union government had
used a bio-weapon against
the islanders.

a PIL was impermissible on
the ground that the petition-
er lacked the locus standi to
question the legality of the
decision.

Besides, the petitioner
had not convinced the court
about his standing vis-a-vis
the affairs of Lakshadweep
to entertain the PIL.

NBSA reprimands three TV channels

Their reports ‘targeted Tablighi Jamaat members’ during pandemic in 2020

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

The News Broadcasting Stan-
dards Authority (NBSA), act-
ing on complaints filed by
the Bengaluru-based Cam-
paign Against Hate Speech
(CAHS), has reprimanded
three television channels —
Times Now, TV18 Kannada,
and Suvarna News — over re-
ports that “targeted Tablighi
Jamaat members” during the
pandemic in 2020.

The CAHS had taken ob-
jection to two programmes
aired by TV18 Kannada on
April 1, 2020, on Tablighi Ja-
maat. In his order, Justice
A.K. Sikri (retired), chairper-
son of the NBSA, noted, “...
the manner in which the
programmes were presented

was highly objectionable.
The news report was based
on pure conjecture. The
tone, tenor and language
was crass, prejudiced and
disrespectful ...”

Imposes fine
The NBSA has imposed a fine
of X1 lakh on the broadcaster
payable to the News Broad-
casters Association (NBA)
and directed it to run an
apology on air on June 23 for
violating the Code of Ethics
and Broadcasting Standards.
The authority has also asked
the broadcaster to take
down videos of the two pro-
grammes from all web por-
tals.

Acting on a complaint
against seven programmes

aired by Suvarna News bet-
ween May 31 and April 4,
2020, the NBSA noted in its
order, “The entire blame/
cause of the spread of the co-
ronavirus was linked to the
Tablighi Jamaat and, in turn,
to a particular community.
The titles of the programmes
had an insidious effect which
would incite communal vio-
lence ...

It also noted that “there
was certainly a lack of ba-
lance, objectivity and impar-
tiality in the programmes”
and they “were overtly pre-
judiced against a particular
religion.”

The NBSA has imposed a
fine of %50,000 on the
broadcaster, payable to the
NBA, and asked it to take

down the videos from public
forums.

Over a complaint against a
panel discussion “Is Tablighi
Jamaat wilfully sabotaging
India?,” aired on April 2,
2020, the NBSA has issued a
censure to Times Now “for
telecasting such a pro-
gramme on a sensitive issue
which could create commu-
nal dissension amongst com-
munities”.

Justice A.K. Sikri, in his or-
der, stated, “The anchor of
the programme made cer-
tain statements relating to
the Tablighi Jamaat which
were violative of the funda-
mental principles men-
tioned above [accuracy, im-
partiality, neutrality, and
objectivity].”

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)
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Pilot project to check for deafness in
newborns to kick off in Maharashtra

It will be started in Pune, Gadchiroli, Jalna districts: Minister

Jolt to BJP: Vidarbha leader to
join Cong. on Rahul’s birthday

Sunil Deshmukh had switched to the saffron party in 2014

STAFF REPORTER
MUMBAI

In what could be termed a
blow to the BJP in Vidarbha,
senior party leader and
former Minister Sunil Desh-
mukh is set to join the Con-
gress on June 19. Mr. Desh-
mukh’s re-entry into the
Congress has been cleared
by the party high command.

Former State Youth Con-
gress president, Mr. Desh-
mukh, had switched to the
BJP in 2014 after the party
repeatedly neglected him
over former President Pra-
tibha Patil’s son Raosaheb
Shekhawat.

Mr. Deshmukh was Minis-
ter of State (Finance) in the
2004 Congress-Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) go-
vernment. Despite that he
was denied ticket from the

Sunil Deshmukh

Amravati Assembly seat.
The Congress gave the ticket
to Mr. Shekhawat. Mr. Desh-
mukh then contested as an
Independent and lost the
election.

Prominent face

In 2014, he joined the BJP
and defeated Mr. Shekhawat
and since then he was the

party’s prominent face in Vi-
darbha. In 2019, he lost to
the Congress candidate,
Sulbha Khodke, and later he
was sidelined in the BJP.

Mr. Deshmukh’s re-entry
to the Congress comes days
after party State president
Nana Patole announced that
the party was ready to con-
test the polls independently.
The move is seen as the par-
ty’s plan of expansion and
regaining the lost space. A
week ago, Mr. Patole toured
Amravati district where the
final talks with Mr. Desh-
mukh seem to have held.

According to a senior par-
ty leader, Mr. Deshmukh will
join the party on June 19, the
birthday of Rahul Gandhi, in
the presence of senior lead-
ers and party in-charge H.K.
Patil.

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE

PUNE

Maharashtra Health Minister
Rajesh Tope on Thursday
said an experimental project
will use mobile units to
check the hearing of new-
born children in the State.
The project will be started in
Pune, Gadchiroli and Jalna
districts, he added.

This initiative comes in
the backdrop of the National
Deafness Prevention Pro-
gramme, which is being im-
plemented in 16 places in
the State.

The pilot project was con-
ceived by Baramati MP and
senior Nationalist Congress
Party leader Supriya Sule
and was presented by Abhi-
jit Raut, State organiser, Dis-
ability Rights Development
Forum, at Yashwantrao Cha-
van Pratishthan in Mumbai.

Pet dog fights a battle with the bulge

50kg dog undergoes laparoscopic sleeve gastrectomy

RAINA ASSAINAR
NAVI MUMBAT

In what could be a first-of-its-
kind surgery, a laparoscopic
sleeve gastrectomy was per-
formed recently on an eight-
year-old dog weighing 50 kg.
Deepika, an Indie cross
breed, was adopted by Yas-
min Daruwalla, a resident of
Pune. “Initially, she was
quite active. Would run
around the house, play with
me, and go for walks. Gra-
dually, she lost interest in all
activities, would just sit on
the couch, salivating and
panting severely,” she said.
Deepika’s food intake and
medication also increased.
Ms. Daruwalla said, “I came
across Dr. Narendra Par-
deshi of Small Animal Clinic,

CcM
K

The surgery was performed on June 6. =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Pune, on the internet. We
tried to reduce her weight
based on his prescribed
diets for obesity, cardiac
food, and joint foods.”
When none of these
worked, Dr. Pardeshi sug-
gested a laparoscopic sleeve

»

gastrectomy surgery for
which Ms. Daruwalla con-
sulted Dr. Shashank Shah, a
bariatric surgeon at Laparo
Obeso Centre, Pune.

“Like humans, obesity is a
silent killer in animals too.
There are many obese pets

in the country that need to
undergo surgery. Indian
dogs who are fed more on
carbohydrate-rich food can
become obese, as was the
case here,” said Dr. Shah.

“The normal lifespan of
dogs is 12-15 years which can
reduce by six years if they
are obese,” Dr. Pardeshi
said, adding, “Deepika
weighed 50 kg against an
ideal weight of 18-20 kg and
we met with no success after
prescribing her dog foods,
exercise, and thyroid medi-
cation.” The surgery was
done on June 6.

“After surgery, we advised
restricted movement and ex-
ercise for 15 days. Now the
dog’s weight is about 45 kg,”
Dr Pardeshi added.

Will publish weekly COVID-19
vaccination plan, govt. tells HC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

In an affidavit filed in the
HC earlier this week, the

sary treatment. Therefore, it
is important to implement
this programme for the over-
all development of chil-
dren,” the Health Minister
said.

There were around
92,000 hearing and lan-
guage-impaired persons at
present in the State, of
whom 51% were in rural
areas and the rest in urban
pockets, he added.

“Deafness can be prevent-
ed if this test is done at an
early stage. Therefore, this
programme should be

Rajesh Tope

Otoacoustic emission

The Maharashtra govern-
ment has told the Bombay
High Court that it will start
publishing and notifying pe-
ople about weekly vaccina-
tion schedules in Mumbai
and some other districts in
the State whenever it has
adequate stock of anti-CO-
VID-19 vaccines.

State government said it was
also working on a system of
allotting citizens predeter-
mined time slots for vaccina-
tion to avoid unnecessary
rush at inoculation centres.
The affidavit was taken on
record on Thursday by a
Bench of Justices S.P. Desh-
mukh and G.S. Kulkarni.

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed
that one unidentified dead body of
male Namely: Unknown, S/o:
Unknown, R/o: Unknown, Age:

Mr. Tope had a detailed dis-
cussion with senior Health
officials on the implementa-
tion of the otoacoustic emis-
sion method in newborns
following the presentation.
“Early hearing problems
in children can be diagnosed

planned according to the
method of early diagnosis
and treatment. Mobile units
can be used to go to primary
health centres and check the
newborns. Hearing tests can
also be done during a child’s
immunisation session,” Mr.

and treated with the neces- Tope said.

! A DI
G/KIDNAPPEL

General Public is
hereby informed that
one female Namely:
Sheetal, W/o: Sh.
Ajay, R/o: H. No. B-
Fl 961, Sector-1, Rohini,
9 Delhi, has been
missing/ kidnapped

with her son namely
Samarth Samarth since
05.06.2021 at 3:45 pm. from her house from the area of
P.S. Vijay Vihar, Delhi. In this regard a case vide DD
No.17A dated 06.06.2021 has been registered at PS.
Vijay Vihar, Delhi. The description of the missing/
kidnapped female is as under: Age: 24 years, Height:
5'3", Face: Round, Built: Medium, Complexion: Fair,
Wearing: Blue colour suit, red colour salwar and slipper
in her feet. The description of the missing/ kidnapped son
Samarth is as under: Age: 3 years, Height: 3'5", Face: Round,
Built: Medium, Complexion: Fair, Wearing: White colour shirt
and blue colour jeans. Sincere efforts have been made by
local police to trace out the female and her son but no
clue has come to light so far. Any person having any
information or clue about this female and her son kindly
inform to the following.
Website: http//cbi.nic.in
E-mail Id - cic@cbi.gov.in
Ph.: 011-24368638, 24368641
Fax No. 011-24368639

Sheetal

SHO
PS. Vijay Vihar, Delhi

about 55 Years, Complexion:
Fair, Height: 5' 4”, Face: Oval,
Built: Thin, Wearing: White colour
shirt, who was found near Rain
Basera Bangla Sahib Gurudwara
Lane, New Delhi. In this regard a

case DD No. 43-A Dated 16.06.2021 has been
registered at P.S. Parliament Street, New Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about the
above deceased may kindly inform to the
undersigned on the following address or telephone
nos.

Sd/- SHO
P.S: Parliament Street, New Delhi

DP/282/NDD/2021 Tel.: 011-23361100

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

DP/873/RD/2021 Ph.: 011-27511294, 8750870329

General public is hereby informed that one
male was found in unconscious condition from §
Gate No. 5, Safdarjung Hospital, Delhi on [
Dated 29.04.2021 and he brought in|_
Safdarjung Hospital, Delhi vide MLC No.
132098/21. Where he declared brought dead.
In this regard a DD  No. 09A, Dated
29.04.2021 has been lodged at P.S.
Safdarjung Enclave, New Delhi. The
description of the person is given as under:
Name: Unknown, Slo: Unknown Rie: Unknown, Age: about 45 years,
Height: 170 cm., Complexion: Shallow, Face: Round, Built: Normal,
Wearing: Dark Blue Colour Jacket and Black Colour Pant.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the information
about the dead male but no clue has come to light so far. If any one is having
any information about this dead male please inform at website:
http:licbi.nic.in, E-mail: ciccbi@chbi.nic.in or Fax No.: 011-23011334, Tel.
No.011-23014046 (Direct), 011-23015229, 2301528, Ext. 210.

S5.H.0
P.S. Safdarjung Enclave, New Delhi
DP/698/SWf2021 Ph.: 011-24106346, 24106345, 9896935958

A ND-NDE
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Reverse migration

Political mobilisation based on opportunistic
defection can only offer limited purchase

turncoats are not unheard of in Indian politics. A

shrinking party would lose leaders while an ex-
panding party would gain them. The talent acquisition
strategy of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) goes far
beyond such familiar opportunism. In the recent years
of its growth, it has built entire electoral strategies
around leaders who crossed over from other parties. In
Assam, its two consecutive Chief Ministers were in oth-
er parties not long ago; the current incumbent, Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma, was not just any other Congress leader
but a decision maker in the 15-year-long tenure of the
party until 2016. Perhaps encouraged by the success in
Assam, the party launched a similar strategy in West
Bengal. It recruited dozens of leaders from other par-
ties, particularly the Trinamool Congress (TMC). Not
surprisingly, a good number of the leaders who crossed
over to the BJP due to its lure or fear of the central agen-
cies investigating scams and irregularities, are now
flocking back to the TMC. Even as it continued to induct
defectors from the Congress and the Telangana Rashtra
Samithi this week, Mukul Roy left the BJP to return to
the comfort of his old party, the TMC. Several others
may follow suit. The TMC itself is a haven of defectors —
dozens of leaders from the Congress and the Left Front
have joined it since it won power in 2011. The political
flux is unlikely to end soon.

The BJP has achieved significant growth in West Ben-
galin a short span of time. Had it relied more on leaders
who had organically grown with it, the BJP would not
have been in such an embarrassing position. Its hurry
to be in power even in places where it has not esta-
blished itself as a viable party is harming it. It is also
coarsening the political debate and harming democra-
cy itself, simultaneously. If the reverse migration of
TMC leaders is rattling the BJP in West Bengal, in Kerala,
another State where it tried to punch far above its
weight, it is caught in a vortex of corruption allegations.
Allegations range from bringing money from Karnataka
for the campaign in Kerala through hawala routes and
bribing an ally. The leaders that the BJP recruited from
other parties in Kerala have added up to nothing. All
this should point the BJP towards the virtue of patience,
which is not unfamiliar to it. Replacing grassroots acti-
vism with large-scale defections from other parties can
only win short-term rewards, if at all. In the long run,
such trends undermine the parties, the persons in-
volved and the democratic processes. The BJP must
learn to be more modest in victory and gracious in de-
feat. Tactics too focused on the short term can only
harm the larger interest over the longer term.

Old and slow

India and New Zealand are vying for the latest
ICC trophy in the game’s original format

[ :ver since Australia and England played the first

I eaders switching parties and parties recruiting

ever Test at Melbourne in March 1877, cricket’s
longest format has constantly evolved. Timeless
Tests were dispensed with and rest days within a game
were discarded while faster siblings One Day Interna-

A judicial pushback to a draconian legal regime

The Delhi court ruling is a way forward in finding a balance between civil rights and the imperatives of anti-terror laws

&
e

GAUTAM BHATIA

he judgment of the Delhi
THigh Court granting bail to

activists Devangana Kalita,
Natasha Narwal, and Asif Igbal
Tanha — they have been in jail for
over a year (without trial) for their
alleged role in the 2020 Delhi riots
— is significant for many reasons.
Most importantly, it brings to a
close many months of jail time for
three people who are yet to be pro-
ven guilty of any crime, something
that should be anathema to any ci-
vilised justice system. What is also
significant, however, is that the
judgment represents an important
judicial pushback to the authori-
tarian legal regime under the Un-
lawful Activities (Prevention) Act
(“UAPA”).

The root of the issue

Ostensibly designed to check and
address terrorism, the UAPA is
perhaps one of the most abused
laws in India today. The root of the
problem lies in Section 43(D)(5) of
this Act, which prevents the re-
lease of any accused person on
bail if, on a perusal of the case di-
ary, or the report made under Sec-
tion 173 of the Code Of Criminal
Procedure, the court is of the opi-
nion that “there are reasonable
grounds for believing that the ac-
cusation against such person is
prima facie true”.

It is important to break this
down. Broadly speaking, India fol-
lows the adversarial system of cri-
minal justice, where two sides to a
dispute attempt to persuade the
court that their version of events is

true. At the heart of the adversa-
rial system of justice is the testing
of evidence through cross-exami-
nation. Each side is afforded the
opportunity to scrutinise, chal-
lenge, and question the evidence
produced by its opponent; and the
best way for a judge to unearth the
truth — or the closest approxima-
tion of it — is to consider which
side’s evidence is left standing,
and appears more persuasive, af-
ter the rigours of cross-examina-
tion.

Production of evidence, and
cross-examination, involves wit-
nesses, recoveries of incriminat-
ing objects, tests of handwriting or
voice samples, and many other
elements. It constitutes the bulk of
a criminal trial. In India, with our
overburdened courts and creaking
justice system, criminal trials take
years. In high-profile cases such as
the Delhi riots case, where the re-
cord is bulky, and the witnesses
number in their hundreds, trials
can take many years — even a de-
cade or more.

Importance of bail
For this reason, bail becomes of
utmost importance. If an indivi-
dual is not able to secure bail from
the courts, they will languish as
under-trials in prison, for the du-
ration of the case, no matter how
many years it takes (in recent me-
mory, there are cases of people be-
ing found innocent in terrorism
cases after 14 and even 23 years in
prison). Bail, thus, becomes the
only safeguard and guarantee of
the constitutional right to liberty
In ordinary circumstances,
when considering the question of
bail, a court is meant to take into
account a range of factors. These
include whether the accused is a
flight risk, whether he or she
might tamper with the evidence or
attempt to influence witnesses,
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and the gravity of the offence. But
it is here that Section 43(D)(5) of
the UAPA plays such a damaging
role. As we have just seen, under
the classical vision of criminal jus-
tice, truth — about innocence or
guilt — can only be determined af-
ter the evidence of both the prose-
cution and the defence has been
subjected to the rigours of cross-
examination. However, as lawyers
and scholars such as Abhinav Sek-
hri and Anjana Prakash have also
pointed out, Section 43(D)(5)
short-circuits that core assump-
tion. For the grant of bail, it only
looks at the plausibility of one
side’s evidence — that is, the Prose-
cution’s. It binds the court to look
at only the case diary or the police
report, which has not been chal-
lenged by cross-examination, and
requires that bail be denied as long
as the unchallenged prosecution
case appears to be prima facie
true.

One-sided
The perversity of Section 43(D)(5),
thus, is that it forces the court to
make an effective determination of
guilt or innocence based on one
side’s unchallenged story, and on
that basis to deprive individuals of
their freedom for years on end. In
a democratic polity, which is com-
mitted to the rule of law, this is a
deeply troubling state of affairs.
The effect of Section 43(D)(5),
as one can see, is that once the pol-
ice elect to charge sheet an indivi-
dual under the UAPA, it becomes

extremely difficult for bail to be
granted. Even outlandish or
trumped-up cases can sound con-
vincing until people have a chance
to interrogate and challenge them.
In short, unless the police prepare
an extremely shoddy case — that is
riddled with internal contradic-
tions, for example — a case diary
or a report will invariably make
out a “prima facie” case against an
individual.

Finer points of the judgment
It is here that the Delhi High
Court’s judgment becomes impor-
tant. The Bench of Justices Sidd-
harth Mridul and Anup Jairam
Bhambani correctly note that even
though Section 43(D)(5) departs
from many basic principles of cri-
minal justice, there are other fun-
damental principles that remain of
cardinal significance. These in-
clude, for example, that the initial
burden of demonstrating guilt
must always lie upon the prosecu-
tion; and also, that criminal of-
fences must be specific in their
terms, and read narrowly, to avoid
bringing the innocent within their
net. On this basis, the court’s judg-
ment notes that as the UAPA is
meant to deal with terrorist of-
fences, its application must be li-
mited to acts that can reasonably
fall within a plausible understand-
ing of “terrorism”. “Terrorism” is
a term of art, and not a word that
can be thrown around loosely.
Thus, to attract the provisions of
the UAPA - the judgment holds —
the charge sheet must reveal fac-
tual, individualised, and particu-
lar allegations linking the accused
to a terrorist act.

The judgment then finds that
even if the police’s claims are ta-
ken to be true, no such allegations
exist. At the highest, the accusa-
tions against the activists involve
calls for protests and chakka jams

(road blockages). There is no act,
overt or covert, attributed to the
activists that could constitute a ter-
rorist offence. And, importantly,
inferences or hypotheticals drawn
by the police do not count at the
stage of granting bail. Coupled
with the significance of the right to
protest and to dissent under our
constitutional scheme, the judg-
ment therefore holds that even
prima facie, a case under the UAPA
has not been made out, and there-
fore, there is no question of the ap-
plication of Section 43(D)(5).

The Delhi High Court’s judg-
ment indicates a pathway forward
in the quest for finding a balance
between citizens’ civil rights and
the imperatives of anti-terrorism
legislation such as the UAPA. A po-
sition under which citizens can be
jailed for years on end just on the
basis of police reports and case di-
aries, with courts precluded from
granting them bail, is completely
inconsistent with democracy, and
redolent of authoritarian or tyran-
nical states. However, the court’s
analysis shows how even within —
and consistent with — the terms of
the UAPA, there is an important
role for a conscientious judiciary
to play. By scrutinising the police
case on its own terms, and accord-
ing a strict interpretation to draco-
nian legislation such as the UAPA,
courts can ensure that civil rights
are not left entirely at the mercy of
the state.

At the time of writing, the High
Court’s judgment has been ap-
pealed by the Delhi Police to the
Supreme Court of India. It now re-
mains to be seen whether the
highest court will also endorse this
crucial ruling, which restates the
responsibility of an independent
judiciary in checking executive im-
punity.

Gautam Bhatia is a Delhi-based lawyer

A place for disruptive technology in India’s health sector

Artificial intelligence, autonomous systems and data analytics have a defining role to play in shaping the medical sector

SURJITH KARTHIKEYAN &
GOWTHAM DAAS RAJENDRAN

s frontline warriors fighting
ACOVID-IQ, the medical com-
munity has been selfless,
but also losing a number of staff in
the process. Nurses and atten-
dants, on full-time duty, donning
mainly masks and gloves as the on-
ly protective gear have been ex-
posed to great risk. It is in such a
situation that the relevance of dis-
ruptive technology and its applica-
tions comes into focus, potentially
helping to reduce the chances of
hospital staff contracting the
infection.
There are reports in the global
media of established innovative

fare of societies and reduce the im-
pact of communicable diseases,
spotlighting the importance of
technologies such as artificial in-
telligence (AI), autonomous sys-
tems, blockchain, cloud and quan-
tum computing, data analytics,
5G. Blockchain technology can
help in addressing the interopera-
bility challenges that health infor-
mation and technology systems
face. The health blockchain would
contain a complete indexed histo-
ry of all medical data, including
formal medical records and health
data from mobile applications and
wearable sensors. This can also be
stored in a secure network and
authenticated, besides helping in
seamless medical attention.
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This system may also include auto-
nomous critical care system, auto-
nomous intubation, autonomous
cricothyrotomy and other autono-
mous interventional procedures.
Cloud computing is another appli-
cation facilitating collaboration
and data exchanges between doc-
tors, departments, and even insti-
tutions and medical providers to

alone information and communi-
cation technology solutions, lead-
ing to a fragmentation of
information and resulting in poor
delivery of care. India needs to
own its digital health strategy that
works and leads towards universal
health coverage and person-
centred care. Such a strategy
should emphasise the ethical ap-
propriateness of digital technolo-
gies, cross the digital divide, and
ensure inclusion across the econo-
my. ‘Ayushman Bharat’ and tools
such as Information and Commu-
nication Technology could be be
fine-tuned with this strategy to
promote ways to protect popula-
tions. Online consultation through
video conferencing should be a

Indonesia, where the experience
of backyard poultry farmers was
used to tackle bird flu. Primary
health centres in India could exa-
mine local/traditional knowledge
and experience and then use it
along with modern technology.

Possible challenges

In the developing world, and this
includes India, initial efforts in this
direction should involve synchro-
nisation and integration, develop-
ing a template for sharing data,
and reengineering many of the in-
stitutional and structural arrange-
ments in the medical sector. Big
data applications in the health sec-
tor should help hospitals provide
the best facilities and at less cost,

. : field hospitals using robots to care Big data analytics can help im-  enable best treatment. key part of such a strategy, espe-  provide a level playing field for all
tionals and Twenty20s emerged. As the abridged var- for COVID-19 affected patients. prove patient-based services tre- cially in times when there is trans-  sectors, and foster competition.
iants attracted fans and commerce, Tests of recent vin- There are hospitals, in China, that mendously such as early disease ~Furthering UHC mission of  communicable The possible constraints in this ef-
tage also embraced the day-and-night spectacle. use 5G-powered temperature detection. Even hospital health- According to the World Health Or-  diseases. fort are a standardisation of health
Through these changes, nations have tested themselves measurement devices at the en- care facilities can be improvedtoa  ganization (https:// data, organisational silos, data se-
in bilateral series with the Ashes and India-Pakistan trance to flag patients who have great extent. Al and the Internet of  bit.ly/3gtHBtT), “Universal health  Using local knowledge curity and data privacy, and also

clashes having stronger brand equity. Yet, there was a
demand for context, a yearning that these languid af-
fairs with breaks for lunch and tea over five days coa-
lesce into something more significant. Limited-overs’
cricket had World Cups but in Tests, it was all about an-
nual rankings. The International Cricket Council (ICC)
stepped in to plug this gap with the World Test Cham-
pionship (WTC) and the inaugural final will feature In-
dia and New Zealand, the leading two teams based on
points garnered since 2019. The summit clash com-
mencing at Southampton’s Ageas Bowl on Friday, pre-
sents an opportunity for both India and New Zealand to
gain some ICC silverware that is missing in their trophy
cabinets. The respective countries have suffered a title
drought with New Zealand winning the ICC Knockout

fever/fever-like symptoms. Other
robots measure heart rates and
blood oxygen levels through smart
bracelets and rings that patients
wear; they even sanitise wards.
Last year, in India, the Sawai Man
Singh government hospital in Jai-
pur held trials with a humanoid
robot to deliver medicines and
food to COVID-19 patients admit-
ted there (https://bit.ly/3wLxtSQ).

The critical aspect is how new
technologies can improve the wel-
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Medical Things, or IoMT (which is
defined as a connected infrastruc-
ture of medical devices, software
applications, and health systems
and services) are shaping health-
care applications.

Medical autonomous systems
can also improve health delivery
to a great extent and their applica-
tions are focused on supporting
medical care delivery in dispersed
and complex environments with
the help of futuristic technologies.

coverage (UHC) is the single most
powerful concept that public
health has to offer. It is a powerful
social equalizer and the ultimate
expression of fairness.” The ques-
tion is about how UHC can be
achieved through the application
of digital technologies, led by a ro-
bust strategy integrating human,
financial, organisational and
technological resources. Studies
by WHO show that weakly-coordi-
nated steps may lead to stand-

In addition to effective national
policies and robust health sys-
tems, an effective national res-
ponse must also draw upon local
knowledge. Community nurses,
doctors, and health workers in de-
veloping countries do act as fron-
tline sentinels. An example is the
Ebola virus outbreak in Africa,
where communities proactively
helped curtail the spread much
before government health teams
arrived. Another example is from

high investments. However, there
is no doubt that disruptive tech-
nology can play an important role
in improving the health sector in
general.

Surjith Karthikeyan is an Indian
Economic Service Officer, serving as
Deputy Secretary in the Ministry of
Finance. Gowtham Daas Rajendran is a
post graduate in public policy from the
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy. The
views expressed are personal
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then, back in 2000 while India claimed the ICC Cham- e recent spurt of data analysis of the reasons Aggregate foreign exchange  put in place a stable, investment o $ no o .
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Previously, Virat Kohli’s and Kane Williamson’s men
had riveting jousts though it was the New Zealanders
who mostly emerged on top. India lost the 2019 World
Cup semi-final at Manchester and last year in New Zea-
land, won the T20Is and then succumbed in the ODIs
and Tests. A neutral venue can negate home-advantage
but New Zealand may feel more comfortable while tak-
ing into account the playing surface and the prevailing
weather. However, India has the confidence gleaned
from winning in Australia while also getting the better
of England when Joe Root’s men came visiting. Mean-
while, true to its giant-slayer tag, New Zealand edged
past England with a 1-0 verdict in the two-Test series ov-
er the last fortnight. Williamson and company have
been in cricket’s birthplace for a longer time with addi-
tional matches under their belt while India has the so-
lace of intra-squad warm-up games. The simplistic
trope would be Indian batting against opposition bow-
ling but times have changed and Kohli has an incisive
pace arsenal led by Jasprit Bumrah besides solid back-
up in spin. The teams seem equal and the provision for
an extra sixth day should come in handy as rains are fo-
recast. If there is a draw or a tie, the championship will
be shared which is ideal as in their unique ways, India
and New Zealand have repeatedly proved their mettle.

deaths in a number of
States confirms long-held
suspicions of inaccurate
mortality being reported
previously.These revisions
will represent a truer
estimate of fatality, in turn
leading to better
epidemiological data
needed to track the
intensity of the outbreaks.

Dr. THOMAS PALOCAREN,
Vellore, Tamil Nadu

Surge in FDI inflows

In the article, “What
explains the surge in FDI
inflows” (The Hindu, OpEd
page, June 2, 2021), which
analysed data released by
the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry on May 24,
2021 and the May 2021
bulletin of the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI)
regarding Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) inflows in
India, the RBI data appear
to have been

writer seems to suggest that
the FDI inflows of
U.S.$81.72 billion include
amounts attributable to
‘repatriation/disinvestment’
and ‘FII investments’ with
the surge in FDI inflows (to
U.S.$81.72 bn in 2020-21)
being attributable to an
increase in ‘repatriation/
disinvestment’ and ‘FII
investments’.

FII investments are
different from FDI. FII
investment amounts have
not been included to
calculate FDI inflows. FII
investments of U.S.$38
billion in 2020-21 have been
categorised separately by
the RBI and do not form
part of the FDI inflow figure
of U.S.$81.72 bn. If the
writer’s intention was to
demonstrate the staggering
increase in aggregate
foreign exchange inflows
under the FDI and FII
routes, U.S.$119.8 billion

59.88% over the figure of
U.S.$74.94 billion in 2019-
20. The writer appears to
attribute the amounts in
respect of ‘repatriation/
disinvestment’ to
investments from private
equity funds and also
seems to suggest that the
‘repatriation/disinvestment’
amount has been taken into
account to calculate the FDI
inflow figure of U.S.$81.72
bn. However, ‘repatriation/
disinvestment’ of U.S.$27
billion in 2020-21 has been
categorised separately by
the RBI and does not form
part of the FDI inflow
figure.

India attracted the highest
ever FDI inflows of
U.S.$81.72 bn in 2020-21,
higher by 10% over 2019-20.
FDI inflows remained
buoyant despite challenges
associated with the
COVID-19 pandemic and the
national lockdown. The

continues to take measures
to develop infrastructure,
improve the business
environment and liberalise
the FDI policy regime.
Their effects will continue
to deliver results.

YOGESH BAWEJA,

ADG (MEDIA & COMMUNICATION),
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND
INDUSTRY

SUKHCHAIN SINGH,
ASST. DIRECTOR (M&C),
PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU,

NATIONAL MEDIA CENTRE,
New Delhi

R. Nagaraj responds:

As stated in the article,
‘total FDI inflow’ of $81.72
bn in 2020-21, as in the
Commerce Ministry’s press
release (May 24, 2021), is
identical to “Gross inflows/
gross investment” in the
RBI Bulletin (RBIB) (Foreign
Investment Inflows; Table
34, row no. 1.1.1.1).

figure reported in the RBIB
table, row no. 1.2.2.
Similarly, ‘repatriation/
disinvestment’ of $27.056
bn is also recorded in the
same table, row no. 1.1.1.2.
In the RBIB tabulation, a
few arithmetical identities
define these financial flows.
For instance, gross inflows
(1.1.1.1) are related to ‘Direct
Investment to India’” (1.1.1)
and repatriation/
disinvestment (1.1.1.2).
‘Foreign Investment
Inflows’ (1) is the sum of
‘Net Foreign Direct
Investment’ (1.1) and ‘Net
Portfolio Investment’ (1.2).
‘FIIs’ (1.2.2) is a sub-set of
net portfolio investment
(1.2). By rearranging the
rows in Table 34, we get the
following identities:
Identity 1: Gross inflow
(1.1.1.1) = Foreign
investment inflow (1) +
Repatriation (1.1.1.2) + FDI
by India (1.1.2) - Net

»

portfolio investment (1.2) -
GDRs/ADRs (1.2.1) -
Offshore funds and others
(1.2.3) + portfolio
investment by India (1.2.4).
Plugging in the values from
the table for 2020-21 against
each variable (in billion
dollars), we get the
following arithmetical
identities: Identity 1: $81.721
=$80.209 + $27.056 +
$11.299 - $36.843; Identity
2:$38.097 =36.843 - 0.0 -
0.0 +1.254.

As reported in the table,
the above identities show
that Gross inflows are
related to: net foreign
portfolio investments and
repatriations/
disinvestment, contrary to
the claims made in the
Commerce Ministry’s
response. Hence, the
official contention that total
FDI inflow does not include
portfolio investment and
repatriations is not tenable.
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Should India accept Islamic State returnees?

K.P. Fabian

is a former
diplomat, author
and Professor at
the Indian Society
of International
Law

is Fellow with the
Strategic Studies
Programme at the
Observer Research
Foundation and
author of ‘The ISIS
Peril’

Scan the QR code to
listen to the full
interview online

Recovery takes more than reforms

In any serious attempt at economic recovery, the
focus must be on food supply and not money supply

PULAPRE BALAKRISHNAN

Respecting international law, India should bring
them back and try them in court as Indian citizens

In 2016-18, four women from Kerala
accompanied their husbands to join
the Islamic State (IS) in Afghanis-
tan's Khorasan Province. Their hus-
bands were killed in different at-
tacks and the women are now
lodged in an Afghanistan prison.
Authorities in Afghanistan want to
return the women to India, but the
Indian government has not indicat-
ed what it proposes to do in this
matter. Sources say security agen-
cies have advised against taking
them back. What do international
laws say about foreign fighters re-
turning to their countries? K.P. Fa-
bian and Kabir Taneja discuss the
question in a conversation moderat-
ed by Suhasini Haidar. Edited
excerpts:

Ambassador Fabian, you have
argued that no matter the
crime, the Indian government
must take back Sonia Sebastian
alias Ayisha, Reffeala, Merrin
Jacob alias Mariyam, and
Nimisha alias Fathima Isa along
with their children. Tell us
why?

K.P. Fabian: A couple of reasons,
actually. One, under the Indian Pe-
nal Code, Section 3, any citizen of
India can be tried in India for any of-
fence committed in India, abroad,
or even in outer space.

Two, we hear from media re-
ports, not yet contradicted by the
government, that Afghanistan
wants to deport them and India has
refused. Reports also say that they
may be a grave threat to India’s se-
curity and can’t return. That is rub-
bish because these four women, if
they are coming back to India, will
be in the custody of our security
forces. They can be taken to court
and held in custody till the court
gives a verdict. While in custody,
they cannot be of any threat to the
security of India.

Finally, they have their families
here. In this particular case, Nimish-
a’s mother has said that there is a
granddaughter who is four years
old. What crime has she commit-
ted? It is necessary for that child to
be with the grandparents, if the pa-
rents are not able to look after her.
So, there is no reason for India to
stand in the way of their return

when Afghanistan has asked for it.

The question some are asking is
that if these women left India of
their own volition and joined
what they believed was an
Islamic Caliphate, and pledged
allegiance to this separate
Caliphate, don’t they lose their
right to an Indian citizenship by
acquiring this other notional
citizenship?

KPF: No, there are international
treaties which say that you cannot
strip anyone’s citizenship if it makes
that person stateless. Let me draw
your attention to Shamima Begum,
a UK. citizen who left the U.K. at the
age of 15 to join the IS. After the IS
fell, the U.K. government said she
cannot return and stripped her of
citizenship. The Court of Appeal in
the U.K. said the government was in
the wrong. The government then
went to the Supreme Court and said
there are national security reasons
for the decision not to let her in. The
Supreme Court said she can contest
the decision taken to strip her of ci-
tizenship, but when she is in a posi-
tion to do so.

The Indian passport enables you
to go out. You also need a visa or an
agreement that there is no need for
visa. The same passport permits
you to come back without a visa.

Kabir Taneja: I believe that they
should be allowed to come back and
be tried as Indian citizens by an In-
dian court because if they have
joined an organisation such as the
IS, which is banned in India, they
can be tried in court. Arif Majeed
(an IS recruit who returned from
Iraq in 2014) went through the trial
and is now out on bail because the
court said it’s very difficult for the
prosecution to come up with con-
crete evidence as all the acts com-
mitted were outside India’s geogra-
phy. So, after serving six to seven
years as an undertrial, he was given
bail. Now, you can argue whether
that case was a successful case of
trying someone who had joined a
banned organisation or whether it
fell apart.

Due to the fact that India does not
have a cohesive policy towards fo-
reign fighters, and also because it
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does not have that many such cases,
it’s easy for the state to approach
them on an ad hoc basis and tell
these women in Afghanistan, ‘you
did it by choice and we are not res-
ponsible for you anymore’.

Is there a national security risk
from bringing back people who
have been radicalised and have
been associated with a terror
group, possibly involved in
terror attacks in other
countries? Should there be a
different standard in their
treatment?

KT: The problem here is how do
you estimate a person’s radicalisa-
tion? We’ve seen this argument play
out not just in India; Europe, the
U.S., Canada and others are expe-
riencing this phenomenon of IS fo-
reign fighters. Many states are say-
ing it was these people’s choice to
join a terror organisation and they
are not the state’s responsibility
anymore.

As far as the national security
question is concerned, there is no
easy answer to it. It ultimately
comes down to what a state’s policy
towards foreign fighters in general
is. And ifitis ad hoc, if it is on a case-
by-case basis, it gives a lot of lever-
age to the state to decide what kind
of action it would like to take to-
wards that particular case. In the
case of Arif Majeed, the government
allowed him to return, but in the
case of these women in Afghanis-
tan, the government is not doing so.

KPF: Even if these particular young
women were brainwashed and radi-
calised, and remain radicalised, we
as a state have a duty to get them
back and de-radicalise them. The
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights says everyone has the right to
leave any country, including his

(’ Even if these young

women were radicalised,
and remain radicalised, we
as a state have a duty to get
them back and de-
radicalise them.

K.P. FABIAN

own, and to return to his country,
and the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights says no one
shall be arbitrarily deprived of the
right to enter his own country.

The pictures that we saw
coming out of the IS shook the
world. People were being
drowned alive and burnt alive,
there was sexual slavery of
Yazidi women, people were
killed indiscriminately in
Raqqa. When it comes to a
threat like the one that the IS
poses at the height of its
brutality, is there a case for a
different approach to
returnees?

KPF: No, this must be decided ac-
cording to legality and morality. I do
not accept the argument that India
cannot handle the threat posed by
these four women. And what hap-
pens to that four-year-old girl, espe-
cially in Afghanistan, where there is
every likelihood of the Taliban com-
ing back? The state has a responsi-
bility to its citizens and it can’t wash
its hands of that responsibility.

KT: In reality, states have had very
different approaches to IS returnees
than in the past, for example, when
foreign fighters joined the Mujahi-
deen to fight the Soviet Union in Af-
ghanistan in the 1990s. In the case
of the IS, a lot of European IS retur-
nees have been kept in the al-Hol
camp in northern Syria. Apart from

the legal questions, there is also the
political push back against allowing
these fighters to come back to their
original countries. In addition,
when foreign fighters would sign up
for the IS, they would destroy their
own passports and have no papers
to prove their claims. Now, the
camp poses a different kind of pro-
blem — if these fighters are not
moved out, IS ideology will fester in
these camps and pose a fresh
threat. So, there is a need for a
broad-based global agreement on
what to do with them.

India has seen far smaller
numbers joining the IS.
According to estimates, the
total number of people
influenced by the IS is only
between 100 and 300. Does
that imply de-radicalisation
programmes may be more
successful here if these recruits
are able to return?

KT: It is hard to tell, and different
States in India have different blue-
prints for de-radicalisation. In the
U.K., we have seen people come out
of these programmes and still com-
mit acts of terror. With these retur-
nees from Afghanistan, we are still
not sure how they were radicalised.
Who helped them go to Afghanis-
tan? Until these questions are an-
swered, it may not be possible for
the state to be comfortable about al-
lowing them to return.

KPF: Regardless of what India’s ex-
perience is, all countries must res-
pect international law. It is absolute-
ly clear that Afghanistan has every
right under international law to de-
port these recruits. Now, if Afghan-
istan has the right to deport them,
where does it deport them to?
These people have Indian pass-
ports. So, if you respect Afghanis-
tan’s right to deport them, it follows
that you have to say that India has
an obligation to accept them.

Eventually then, is thisis a
question of which laws could
apply: international laws on the
right to repatriate citizens or
national security laws in India?
And would the nature of the
crimes be a factor in
differentiating between one
returnee and the other?

KPF: In the case of Shamima Be-

@he:
FROM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 18, 1971

The most recent growth estimates of
the National Statistical Office show
that after a steep contraction in the
first quarter of last year, growth ac-
celerated steadily afterwards. This
would have assured a recovery had
we not experienced the second wave
of the pandemic that came with the
current financial year. Overlapping
State-level lockdowns that started in
April have now lasted for almost as
long the nationwide lockdown of
2020, and there is no gainsaying their
impact on the economy. Output may
well have contracted in the beginning
of this year. So, though recovery will
eventually come, it could be W-
shaped rather than V-shaped.

Meaning of reforms

When the issue of economic recovery
was raised in public, a minister as-
serted that the economy will recover
due to the reforms planned or alrea-
dy implemented by the government.
We do not know what the govern-
ment has in mind but we should be
sceptical of the claim that reforms
can make a difference at this stage.
Since 1991, the term ‘reforms’ has
been used to mean both policy
changes that remove restrictions on
private sector activity in certain areas
and those that increase profits in ex-
isting lines of production. Recent ex-
amples of these are allowing greater
private sector participation in de-
fence as part of the Atmanirbhar Bha-
rat Abhiyaan launched in 2020 and
the significant lowering of corporate
tax in 2019, respectively. However,
more reforms may be ineffective in
spurring recovery. Presently for the
private sector, entry into a new area
or undertaking investment in an ex-
isting activity may not appear profita-
ble given their expectation of the
state of the economy in the near fu-
ture, upon which their revenue will
depend.

We may assume that the private
sector is fully aware of the following
history. In February, believing that
the peak of the epidemic had been
crossed, the government reverted to
its principal macroeconomic pre-oc-
cupation, namely fiscal consolidation
or the paring down of the fiscal defi-
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cit. Accordingly, it raised its budgeted
expenditure by less than 1% in the
last Budget. The onset of the second
wave of COVID-19 in April has thrown
the economic policy calculations of
the government out of gear. Back in
February it was already known that
the economy had contracted in 2020-
21. To keep public expenditure vir-
tually unchanged under such circum-
stances had been heroic enough
then, but now, with a possible furth-
er contraction of the economy, to
continue with the frigid fiscal stance
would be disastrous. Though we do
not know how output has fared so far
this financial year, data from the
Centre for Monitoring Indian Econo-
my show that unemployment has ri-
sen in May, indicating slack demand
for output. With this knowledge, the
private sector is unlikely to respond
with alacrity to liberalising reforms.

Public spending is the key

Right now, raising public spending is
the only game in town left to the pol-
icymaker serious about bringing on a
recovery. If we are to have it, though,
we should accept a higher than bud-
geted deficit. A debate involving eco-
nomists and central bankers has
been set off on whether the govern-
ment should now ‘print money’. This
is the wrong way to approach the
problem. It puts the cart before the
horse. It is also alarmist. The objec-
tive is to revive the economy, public
spending is the instrument and the
funding must be found. It need not
involve money creation. India’s pu-
blic debt is low by comparison with
the OECD countries, and debt financ-
ing remains an option. Even if money
financing is adopted, it need not
cause accelerating inflation as some
predict. Experience in India suggests
otherwise. However, studies do show
that any economic expansion would
be inflationary if the production of
food does not respond adequately.
How the expansion is financed is less
relevant for inflation at least in the
near term. In any serious attempt at
economic recovery, the focus must
be on the food supply and not the
money supply.

Pulapre Balakrishnan teaches economics at
Ashoka University, Sonipat, Haryana
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Court-hopping at the click of a mouse
COVID-19 has changed the way reporters cover the Supreme Court

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL

A few years ago, an elderly
reporter of inexhaustible
zest and curiosity began
his daily work of covering
the Supreme Court from
his usual spot — right under
the judges’ noses.

One of the judges, notic-
ing the physical proximity
of the man to the dais,
turned to him frowning.
“Who are you,” he asked as
the reporter continued to
jot down the court’s obser-
vations, including this
question, oblivious that the
entire courtroom was now
focused on him.

The veteran scribe col-
lected his nerves admira-
bly, bowed to the Bench,
ever respectfully, and in-
troduced himself and his
employer. The judge asked
him to keep his distance
from the podium, probably
move to the rear end of the
courtroom. The reporter
bowed and dutifully re-
treated, only to doggedly
move forward within the

next few minutes to catch a
juicy remark falling from
the Bench during the

hearing.
COVID-19 changed it all
last  year.  Reporters

stopped being physically
present at Supreme Court
hearings. The first few days
were a jumble. The court
experimented with allow-
ing only three reporters en-
try into a courtroom. The
rest had to wait outside or
try to sneak in. This repor-
ter, of rather bulky propor-
tions, could not tiptoe past
the ever-vigilant Delhi Pol-
ice personnel stationed
outside the courtroom.
Over the next few days,
the virus flexed its muscles.
The Supreme Court shed
its physical operations and
turned to virtual mode.
While judges and lawyers
functioned from homes, re-
porters were invited to
watch the proceedings on-
line on desktop monitors
arranged at a nearby an-
nexe building. On the
bright side, we could gawk

at the lovely homes of se-
nior lawyers displayed on
the screens and overhear
their chit-chat. We spotted
a couple of shirtless male
lawyers too. Though we
missed the hurly-burly of
the court and scampering
from one courtroom to
another, changing cour-
trooms on the screen with
a click of a mouse saved
sweat and time.

At times, though, poor
connectivity irked the judg-
es. Echoes, the background
noise of dogs barking, ven-
dors and, once, even a
mother scolding a child to
finish his breakfast en-
croached into the hearings.

Things changed again
before the second wave hit.
The court opened a new
press lounge inside the
complex. Here, reporters
could watch the proceed-
ings on personal laptops in-
stead of a common moni-
tor. But by then the virus
had caught up with us in
earnest. Some of us fell sick
along with the world

around us. The court went
through a harrowing time.
Many lost their colleagues
and close friends.

Then a new Chief Justice
was sworn in. A former
journalist himself, Chief
Justice N.V. Ramana under-
stood that, like judges and
lawyers, reporters need to
be safe while doing their
job. In early May, the court,
steered by its e-Commmit-
tee headed by Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud, launched a
software that allowed re-
porters to stay at home and
watch Supreme Court pro-
ceedings on their mobile
phones. Technology had
brought the apex court’s
hearings into our homes.

But I still think about the
elderly reporter. It has
been quite a long time
since I heard his breathless
voice over the phone in the
evenings after a ‘physical’
day in court, asking “Hey,
what happened in *** case?
I was in the other cour-
troom and couldn’t make it
here in time.”

gum, it is my view that such a deci-
sion would not have been made if
she were not originally from Bangla-
desh or another country of that na-
ture. If she were born to [Caucasian
British] parents, for example, it
would not have happened. Second,
even under British law, you cannot
strip a person of their citizenship if,
as a consequence of that action, that
person becomes stateless. The U.K.
tried to maintain that she could
have Bangladeshi citizenship, but
Bangladesh declared that there is no
question of her getting Bangladeshi
citizenship because she was born in
the U.K. I think it is necessary to
look at these matters not only in
terms of the law, which is always
evolving, but also in terms of hu-
manity. If we cannot look at young
people who made a big mistake,
and if we want to condemn them fo-
rever, well, I do not think we are be-
having humanely.

KT: I think there should be differen-
tiation on the basis of the crime
committed. And of course, there
should be differentiation on where
the crime was committed. When it
comes to foreign fighters, it’s not
just about the law that comes into
play. Security concerns come into
play, the legality comes into play,
and politics comes into play, both
foreign policy and domestic
politics.

Thousands of people like Shami-
ma Begum are still stuck in various
camps across West Asia. The pro-
blem is formulations on what states
should do were not made earlier,
despite the problem seen with the
Mujahideen in Afghanistan-Pakistan
and then with al-Qaeda. This was al-
so the first time where there was
such an influx, specifically from Eu-
rope, into the IS. And there has
been such chaos and confusion —
from the security point of view, pol-
itical point of view and legal point of
view — about how these countries
should treat people, who would
want to come back and say they
made a mistake. I think the answers
will take time. The problem is the
people who are currently stuck in
this rut are facing the brunt of both
the legal point of view and security
point of view. I still believe that a lot
of these recruits who have made the
decision of joining these kinds of
groups are going to face a lot of
pushback from the various states
that they originally came from.

= %ﬁﬂn‘.

U.S. not willing to put pressure on Pak.

Washington, June 17: The External Affairs Mi-
nister, Mr. Swaran Singh, had a 45-minute
meeting with President Nixon here yester-
day, during which the former is understood
to have pointed out that only a political ap-
proach could restore normalcy in East Ben-
gal and that the U.S. and the international
community should do their utmost to see
that the real representatives of the people
there were restored to power. Mr. Swaran
Singh stressed that the refugees were only a
mere symptom — at the root of it lay the pol-
itical problem which could not be solved
either by the Pakistani Army or a civilian
junta handpicked by the military overlords
of Pakistan. Earlier in the day, the External
Affairs Minister had a working lunch and a
meeting with the U.S. Secretary of State, Mr.
William Rogers, when he made the same
points. At both meetings Mr. Swaran Singh
emphasised that the refugee relief work for
which the U.S. and other countries had
made some contributions, was only a pallia-
tive and not a cure for the underlying pro-
blem. At any rate he had not undertaken his
present tour of world capitals to raise dona-
tions for this purpose.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 18, 1921

Education in India
(From an Editorial)

At a time when many of the Western coun-
tries are engaged in solving the problem of
educational reform it was naturally expect-
ed that the Educational Commissioner with
the Government of India would discuss, in
his report, the several educational questions
in India and convey to the public what was
intended to be done by the Government to
secure satisfactory solutions for them. In the
absence of any such illumination, his report
on Indian Education for the year 1919-20 is
rendered a vapid record of facts and figures
relating to the educational activities in the
country during the period under review. It
takes a bird’s-eye view of the educational
progress in the country and does not at-
tempt to do more than give a brief summary
of important events recorded by the Direc-
tors of Public Instruction in several provinc-
es and one looks into it in vain to find out
what the future educational policy of the Go-
vernment is and what lines of action are to
be taken to make education in the country
free from the charge of its being merely liter-

ary.
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CBSE to record Class 10, 12

FROM PAGE ONE

SC approves CBSE
assessment formula

According to the scheme,
the total marks awarded
should be in consonance
with the past performance
of the school in Class 12 ex-
ams. A result committee un-
der the principal would be
formed in each school. It
has been given the liberty to
prepare the result by follow-
ing the policy. The CBSE
said it would declare the re-
sults by July 31, 2021.

In case any candidate is
not satisfied with the assess-
ment done, based on the
policy, he or she would be
given an opportunity to take
the examinations to be con-
ducted by the Board when
the situation is more
“conducive”.

“Most of the candidates
will be happy with this
scheme... When there is a

manageable number you
can consider holding a
physical exam later,” a
Bench of Justices A.M. Khan-
wilkar and Dinesh Mahesh-
wari addressed Attorney
General K.K. Venugopal, ap-
pearing for the Union of In-
dia, which is the CBSE’s con-
trolling authority.

CISCE formula

The Council for the Indian
School Certificate Examina-
tion (CISCE) assessment for-
mula would include taking
into consideration the stu-
dents’ Class 10 ICSE Board
exams, project and practical
work in subjects, best marks
obtained in school exams in
Classes 11 and 12 and the
best performance of the
school itself in the past six
years.

CBSE scheme evokes
mixed reactions

“Online examinations con-
ducted in the past year are
not a true representation of
a student’s capability and
potential but considering
Class 10 and 11 marks do
even out things and help
provide a result that a stu-
dent could have achieved in
an offline examination,” Mr.
Saraf observed.

Some students felt that
the education system was
such that it put so much em-
phasis on Board exam re-
sults that taking into ac-
count marks from previous
results and assessments was
not quite fair. They said
there was scope for bias as
grading was not being done
by external examiners.

“Although Class 10 and 12
exams are standardised,
there is a lot of scope for in-
ternal bias while consider-
ing Class 11 marks,” said Au-
orra Uban, whose exams got
cancelled. “Children are
told that only Class 12
boards and clearing the JEE
and NEET matter, so most of
them never actually study
up till the final external
board exam,” she said.

Principals of schools wel-
comed the assessment
scheme. Jyoti Arora, princi-
pal of the Mount Abu
School, said the CBSE’s sub-
mission of the criteria was a
result of extensive consulta-
tions. “The CBSE consulted
Sahodayas across the coun-
try. Again, unusual deci-
sions for unusual times.
Considering all three classes
is a balanced approach,” she
said.

Tania Joshi, principal of
The Indian School, said the
announcement had come as
a much-needed relief to stu-
dents. “Usually students
perform well in the Class X
boards so now the results
combined with the other
classes, will get balanced
out. So it is a win-win situa-
tion,” Ms. Joshi added.

Delhi University (DU) offi-
cials said they would take a
call on the admission proce-
dure at a later stage.

Rajeev Gupta, Chairper-
son of DU admissions, said,
“We have to wait for some-
time to understand the re-
percussions of the deci-
sion.”

Court rejects police
stand; students freed

The Delhi Police argued that
it also needed to verify the
Aadhaar cards of the people
who have been nominated
as sureties by the three ac-
cused. For this, the trial
court can pass an order di-
rectly to the authority con-
cerned, they said.

“Do you follow this pro-
cedure in other cases as
well,” the High Court asked
the Delhi police. Both Ms.
Kalita and Ms. Narwal, who
were arrested in connection
with the northeast Delhi
riots last year, were granted
bail by the Delhi High Court
on Tuesday. Following this,
they had moved the local
court for securing imme-
diate release order.

The Delhi Police have

moved the Supreme Court
challenging the High Court
verdict granting regular bail
to the three students who
were booked under the anti-
terror law Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act (UA-
PA). The case is likely to
come up for hearing on
Friday.

While granting bail, the
High Court gave the Delhi
police a dressing down for
‘casually’ invoking provi-
sions of anti-terror laws
against the three who had
protested against the enact-
ment of the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act (CAA).

The High Court also ruled
that no offence under the
UAPA was made out against
any of the three students.

‘Wrote to PM thrice to
withdraw Governor’

Earlier, the Trinamool Con-
gress leadership, including
several MPs, had written to
President Ram Nath Kovind
demanding the Governor’s
recall.

Ms Banerjee described
the Union government’s at-
tempts to “control Twitter”
as unfortunate”. “They can-
not control Twitter, that is
why they want to bulldoze
Twitter. They cannot con-
trol me, that is why they
want to bulldoze my govern-
ment and my party,” she
said.

Speaking on allegations
of post poll violence, the
Chief Minister said there
were a few incidents, and
she had asked the police to
take strong action in such
cases.

“There are no incidents

cM
K

now. At the time when the
State was under the Election
Commission, there were
some sporadic incidents.
But all incidents were not
political. In some cases, per-
sonal enmity was there. As
the matter is sub judice, I
won't speak. But I do not
support any violence and
whenever there is an inci-
dent, I have asked police to
take strong action,” Ms Ba-
nerjee said.

The Chief Minister said
the BJP was trying to create
an atmosphere of violence.
“There is no political vio-
lence, it is BJP gimmick vio-
lence,” she said.

On Thursday, Mr Dhank-
har called on the President.

The Governor also called
on Union Home Minister
Amit Shah in the evening.

»

marks throughout the year

‘Long-term plan to ensure year-round assessment emphasised for all classes’

PRISCILLA JEBARA]
NEW DELHI

The Central Board of Secon-
dary Education (CBSE) is
considering a system of con-
tinuous assessment for 2021-
22, whereby all student
scores — from unit tests, mid-
terms, project work and pre-
Board examinations — would
be regularly recorded with
the Board throughout the
year, so that it would be pos-
sible to compute and declare
final results even if COVID-19
prevents a final Board exam-
ination again, Controller of
Examinations Sanyam
Bhardwaj told The Hindu on
Thursday.

“We are preparing a
scheme, which will be imple-
mented for the 2022 exami-
nation for Class 10 and Class
12. In case the pandemic per-
sists, even then we will be

New methods: The CBSE was considering asking for each
assessment to be submitted toit. =siBEK CHETTRI

able to declare the result
without  such  special
schemes. We have started
working on it, and discus-
sions are going on,” he said.

“We are trying to ensure
that at regular intervals, we
should note down the per-
formance of the students
and that should be with the
CBSE only. The school will

be doing each and every
thing and that will be with
us, and if there is any pro-
blem, we should be able to
declare the result, without
having to ask the schools to
apply this kind of formula to
declare the result,” he ad-
ded, noting that the CBSE
was considering the option
of asking for each assess-

Ex-encounter specialist, two
others sent to NIA custody

Held in connection with Antilla bomb scare, murder case

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Former encounter specialist
and Shiv Sena leader Pra-
deep Sharma and two oth-
ers, arrested by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
in connection with the Antil-
la bomb scare and Mansukh
Hiran murder case, have
been sent to NIA custody till
June 28.

Early on Thursday morn-
ing, NIA officials conducted
searches at Mr. Sharma’s re-
sidence at Andheri and
questioned him till noon, af-
ter which he was placed un-
der arrest. Later, the NIA ar-
rested Satish Mothukuri and
Manish Soni from Malad.

Mr. Sharma has been ar-
rested for his alleged role in
the conspiracy and destruc-
tion of evidence in the case.

The NIA had arrested San-
tosh Shelar and Anand Jad-
hav, both residents of Kurar
village in Malad, and they,
NIA sources said, named Mr.
Sharma and arrested and
dismissed police inspector

W
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Caught in a web: Pradeep Sharma arriving at the NIA office in
Mumbai earlier this year. =vivek Benpre

Sunil Mane in the case.

Through the investiga-
tion, they found that dismis-
sed police officer Sachin
Vaze and Mr. Mane handed
over Hiran to Mr. Satish, Mr.
Manish, Mr. Santosh and Mr.
Anand on March 4, 2020, a
day before Hiran’s body was
found in Mumbra creek, NIA
officials said.

“Later the accused made
calls to Mr. Vaze and Mr.
Sharma. We also recovered
some cash from the sus-
pects, which we believe was
paid to them by the officers,”
they added. Mr. Sharma’s

Arsenal Consultancy cant
give opinion on Sen’s plea

SONAM SAIGAL
MUMBAI
The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) told the Bom-
bay High Court on Thursday
that Arsenal Consultancy, a
digital forensic analyst that
said false evidence was
planted against retired Pro-
fessor Shoma Sen who is an
accused in the Bhima Kore-
gaon caste violence case,
has “no locus standi to give
opinion without the court’s
permission”.

The affidavit was filed be-

fore a Division Bench of Jus-
tices S.S. Shinde and N.]J. Ja-
madar in the petition filed
by Ms. Sen seeking to quash
three chargesheets against
her in the case.

Vikram Khalate, Superin-
tendent of Police, NIA,
raised questions on the
maintainability of the peti-
tion. “Arsenal Consultancy
has no locus standi to give
such opinion without per-
mission of this court.”

The Bench adjourned the
matter to July 13.

Pragya Thakur to host
yoga session for MPs

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
F\)\/DELHI

BJP MP from Bhopal Pragya
Singh Thakur will host one
of the four segments being
organised as part of the In-
ternational Yoga Day cele-
bration on June 21 by the
Lok Sabha Secretariat,
members were informed on
Thursday.

Centre opens

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Union Social Justice and
Empowerment Ministry on
Thursday launched 14 cross
disability early intervention
centres across the country to
provide support to infants
and young children at risk of
or with disabilities.

Union Social Justice and
Empowerment Minister

Ms. Thakur, 51, had won
the 2019 election from Bho-
pal. She is also one of the
key accused in the 2008 Ma-
legaon bombings.

According to the bulletin
issued by the Lok Sabha Se-
cretariat, Ms. Thakur will
host a talk at noon on ‘Yoga:
A Way of Life’. The event is
being held online.

role in Hiran’s murder was
being probed as well.
However, Mr. Sharma
contested the NIA’s claim be-
fore the court and stated
that he had no relations with
Mr. Vaze. He asserted that he
did not know anyone arrest-
ed in the case. He stated that
he had appeared before the
NIA whenever he was called.
He claimed that he was be-
ing framed because of two
groups in the police force.
He added that he had no role
in this case, and that he
would not have been home if
he was involved in the case.

ment through the year to be
submitted to the Board. This
may lead to further standar-
disation of continuous as-
sessment formats as well.

Dr. Bhardwaj was speak-
ing soon after he notified the
CBSE Tabulation Policy for
the 2020-21 Class 12 results,
which gives a lot of discre-
tion to schools themselves
and their results commit-
tees, to assign and revise
marks in order to ensure
they aligned with the
school’s historical perfor-
mance.

“We are trying for a sys-
tem to be brought into place,
looking into the New Educa-
tion Policy, in which we will
see that year-round develop-
ment should be recorded,”
he said, adding that this
would not be for Class 12
alone, but for all students.

SC to look into Class 11
State exams in Kerala

‘Will examine why it was not cancelled

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday decided to exa-
mine why Kerala has still not
cancelled the Class 11 exami-
nations conducted by its
State Board.

“Counsel for the petition-
ers shall serve a copy of the
petition on the standing
counsel for the State of Kera-
la, as we are informed that it
has not cancelled the 1ith
standard examination con-
ducted by the State Board,”
a Bench of Justices A.M.
Khanwilkar and Dinesh Ma-
heshwari ordered. The
court listed the case for
hearing on June 21.

The Bench also asked As-
sam, Punjab, Tripura and
Andhra Pradesh to explain
their reasons for not can-
celling their Class 12 exami-
nations. The four States’
case has drawn the court’s
attention, as out of 28

Minor reshuftle in

Central bureaucracy

Kumar now Minority Affairs Secretary

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
AHMEDABAD

In a minor reshuffle in the
top bureaucracy in the Cen-
tral administration, the Na-
rendra Modi government on
Thursday appointed senior
bureaucrats Renuka Kumar
and Sanjay Kumar Singh as
Secretaries for Minority Af-
fairs and Department of Ad-
ministrative Reforms and
Public Grievances
respectively.

Mr. Singh, a 1987-batch
IAS officer of the Madhya
Pradesh cadre, succeeds In-
devar Pandey, who has been
appointed as Women and
Child Development Secre-
tary. Mr. Pandey, a 1988-
batch IAS officer of the West
Bengal cadre, had been ap-
pointed as Secretary, De-
partment of Administrative
Reforms and Public Grie-
vances (DARPG), in April.

Mr. Singh, now Special
Secretary, Department of
Agricultural Research &
Education & Secretary, In-
dian Council of Agricultural
Research, will also be the

Secretary, Department of
Pensions & Pensioners Wel-
fare in the Ministry of
Personnel.

Ms. Renuka Kumar is a
1987-batch IAS officer serv-
ing in her cadre State, Uttar
Pradesh. She has been ap-
pointed as the Minority Af-
fairs Secretary in place of
Pramod Kumar Das, who re-
tires on June 30.

The Appointments Com-
mittee of the Cabinet has al-
so approved the appoint-
ment of Manoj Kumar
Parida as Chairman, Nation-
al Authority Chemical Wea-
pons Convention, in the
rank and pay of Secretary to
the Government of India.
Mr. Parida is a 1986-batch
IAS officer of the Arunachal
Pradesh, Goa, Mizoram and
Union Territory (AGMUT)
cadre. B. Anand, Secretary,
National Commission for
Minorities, will be Secre-
tary, Department of Ex-Ser-
vicemen Welfare in the Mi-
nistry of Defence. He will
succeed Ravi Kant, who re-
tires this month.

Rules regulating cable
TV network amended

Three-level grievance redressal mechanism provided

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Information and Broad-

casting Ministry on Thurs-
day amended the rules regu-
lating cable television
networks, providing for a
“statutory” mechanism for
complaints raised by citi-
zens regarding any content
broadcast.

At present, there are over
900 TV channels that are re-
quired to comply with the
Programme and Advertising
Code laid down by the Minis-
try of Information and
Broadcasting under the Ca-
ble Television Network
Rules. The Cable Television
Networks  (Amendment)
Rules, 2021, provides for a
three-level grievance redres-
sal mechanism - self-regula-
tion by broadcasters, self-
regulation by the self-regu-
lating bodies of the
broadcasters, and oversight
by an Inter-Departmental
Committee at the level of the

Currently, channels have to
comply with the Programme
and Advertising Code.

Centre. A viewer could file a
complaint directly to the
broadcaster, who would
have to respond within 15
days. If the complainant was
not satisfied with the res-
ponse, the complaint could
be escalated to the self-regu-
lating bodies set up by TV
channels, which should deal
with the case in 60 days.

“If the complainant is not
satisfied with the decision of
the self-regulating body, he
may, within 15 days of such

14 disability early intervention centres

Thaawarchand Gehlot vir-
tually inaugurated the
centres that are located at se-
ven national institutes and
seven composite regional
centres of the Department of
Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities.

“Research studies suggest
that early childhood [0-6
years] is a time of remarka-
ble brain development...

Early intervention can pro-
vide specialised support and
services for infants and
young children at-risk or
with disability and/or deve-
lopmental delay and for
their families to help them in
their overall development,
well-being and participation
in family and community
life,” a statement from the
Department of Empower-

ment of Persons with Dis-
abilities said.

Through the centres,
which have been started as a
pilot, Andhra Pradesh, Bi-
har, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Hi-
machal Pradesh, Kerala,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharash-
tra, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Te-
langana, Uttarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh and West Bengal are
covered.

decision, prefer an appeal to
the Central government for
its consideration under the
Oversight Mechanism,” it
said.

Such appeals would be
dealt with by the Inter-De-
partmental Committee set
up under the Oversight Me-
chanism. The Committee
would be headed by the Ad-
ditional Secretary in the Mi-
nistry of Information and
Broadcasting, and have
members from the Ministry
of Women and Child Deve-
lopment, Home Ministry,
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology, Mi-
nistry of External Affairs, Mi-
nistry of Defence, and repre-
sentatives of other
Ministries and organisa-
tions, including experts, as
the Centre may decide.

This third tier was not on-
ly kept aside to hear the ap-
peals, it could take up com-
plaints that come directly to
the Centre.

States, six had conducted
the examinations and 18
cancelled them. “But four
States [Assam, Punjab, Trip-
ura and Andhra Pradesh]
have not cancelled the ex-
amination as of now. Coun-
sel for the petitioners shall
serve the standing counsel
for the above mentioned
four States via email/on-
line,” the court directed.
The Bench was hearing a
petition filed by child rights
activist Anubha Shrivastava
Sahai to cancel the State
Board examinations due to
the pandemic. The Central
Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE) cancelled the
Class 12 examinations due to
concerns over exposing
children to infection. The
CBSE and the Council for
the Indian School Certificate
Examinations Boards on
Thursday came up with an
alternative assessment pro-
cedure to compute marks.
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Stan Swamy will remain
in hospital, says HC
MUMBAI
The Bombay High Court on
Thursday said Father Stan
Swamy, a Bhima Koregaon
case accused, will remain at
the Holy Family hospital till
July 5, as he has critical
medical issues and requires
intensive care. Senior
advocate Mihir Desai,
representing him, told a
Division Bench that Fr.
Swamy was in the ICU.

Rajasthan waives mandi
duty on forest produce
JAIPUR

The Rajasthan government
has waived mandi duty and
farmers' welfare cess for the
forest produce sold outside
the Krishi Upaj Mandi
premises to extend relief to
tribal population and the
traders dealing with tendu
leaves and timber and non-
wood products. The decision
has led to abolition of the
duty regime which was in
force for the last 40 years.

'Will give befitting reply
to external aggression’
GUWAHATI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday said India
had never invaded any
country, but would give a
befitting reply to any external
aggression. He avoided
mentioning China while
naming the “five countries”
bordering the northeast at a
programme to dedicate 12
strategic Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) projects
to the country.

Job outcomes will be
improved: Gangwar

NEW DELHI

Union Labour Minister
Santosh Kumar Gangwar said
on Thursday that India was
committed to improving
employment outcomes for
the youth, a Ministry
statement said. He said this
after the signing of a
statement of intent between
the Labour Ministry and
UNICEF here, it added.

OFB corporatisation an
anti-national step: CPI
NEW DELHI

A day after the Union Cabinet
approved the corporatisation
of the Ordnance Factory
Board (OFB), the Communist
Party of India (CPI) on
Thursday accused the Centre
of taking the decision during
the pandemic. CPI general
secretary D. Raja called it an
"anti-national step".
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SAD-BSP alliance in Punjab
seeks action against Cong. MP

It demands Ravneet Singh Bittu’s arrest for allegedly passing ‘casteist’ remarks

Roy gave up
/-category
security: MHA

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The “Z-category” security
cover given to Mukul Roy,
who returned to the Trina-
mool Congress last week
along with his son, has
been withdrawn as sought
by him, according to the
Union Ministry of Home
Affairs.

After he quit the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP), Mr.
Roy had reportedly written
to the Central government
asking for the withdrawal
of the security cover. Ac-
cordingly, it was taken
away. It is learnt that now,
the State police would pro-
vide security to him and
his son.

Mr. Roy had won on BJP
ticket from the Krishnana-
gar Uttar constituency. He
had joined the BJP in No-
vember 2017 and was made
national vice-president.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LUDHIANA

The Shiromani Akali Dal-Ba-
hujan Samaj Party alliance
submitted a complaint
against Congress MP Rav-
neet Singh Bittu to the Lud-
hiana Police Commissioner
on Thursday and demanded
his immediate arrest for al-
legedly passing “casteist” re-
marks against the Dalit
community.

The complaint was sub-
mitted to the Police Commis-
sioner by a SAD-BSP
delegation.

Senior leaders Charanjit
Singh Atwal and Gulzar
Singh Ranike said the delega-
tion demanded that a case
be registered against Mr. Bit-
tu for allegedly hurting the
sentiments of the Scheduled

Caste community.

They said the delegation
brought it to the notice of the
Police Commissioner that
“conclusive evidence” was
already available against Mr.
Bittu in the public realm and
that the police should not try
to save him simply because
he belongs to the Congress,
the ruling party in Punjab.

‘Deliberate slander’
Mr. Cheema said it was clear
that Mr. Bittu had “deliber-
ately slandered” the Dalit
community to please his pol-
itical masters by questioning
why the “holy seats” of
Anandpur Sahib and Cham-
kaur Sahib were given to the
BSP under its alliance with
the SAD.

“Bittu has effectively stat-

BJP members of House
panel flag rising fuel prices

‘Petrol and diesel should be brought under the GST regime’

SOBHANA K. NAIR
NEW DELHI

An overwhelming majority
of members of the Standing
Committee on Petroleum, at
a meeting on Thursday, felt
that petrol and diesel should
be brought under the GST
regime to avoid the multiple
taxation by the Centre and
the States, which they
claimed was responsible for
the rise in fuel prices.

The committee is chaired
by BJP member Ramesh Bid-
huri. However, a select few,
including CPI(M)’s K. Sivada-
san, opposed the idea.

All the MPs, including
those from the BJP, accord-
ing to sources, expressed
concern and posed sharp
questions to Petroleum Se-
cretary Tarun Kapoor.

Vaccination not
mandatory for
students: MEA

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The United States said that
vaccination is not a “manda-
tory requirement” for Indian
students to travel to the
country, a senior official of
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs said on Thursday.

Responding to a question,
Official Spokesperson Arin-
dam Bagchi said a “construc-
tive solution” should be
found to help Indian stu-
dents returning to attend
academic sessions in the Un-
ited States.

The remarks came days af-
ter the U.S. Embassy here be-
gan processing student visas
to enable them to resume
on-campus education.

The official’s comments
pointed out the contradic-
tion between the U.S. go-
vernment and some leading
academic institutions that
are demanding vaccination
before the students are al-
lowed to return to the cam-
puses.

The Congress recently
pointed out that the prices
of petrol and diesel had in-
creased over 25 times in the
last month and a half. Both
diesel and petrol have be-
come dearer by over 6
since May 2, when results of
the Assembly election in
four States and a Union Ter-
ritory were announced.

‘A flogging horse’
Mr. Kapoor, according to the
sources, quoting the exam-
ple of Delhi, explained that
the base price of petrol was
merely ¥36. But it was being
sold at nearly ¥97 a litre. The
difference in the base price
and the selling price was tax-
es both by the Centre and
the State.

The Opposition members

New Pak. law riddled with
shortcomings, says India

It gives Kulbhushan Jadhav right to appeal

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A new Pakistani law that will al-
low Indian death row prisoner
Kulbhushan Jadhav’s right to ap-
peal is flawed, said the Ministry
of External Affairs on Thursday.
Addressing the weekly press
briefing virtually, Official spo- P
kesperson Arindam Bagchi said

said the spiralling costs had
a cascading effect on other
essential commodities.
“Fuel is being used as a flog-
ging horse to make up for all
the revenue deficit. If this
flogging is already hurting
the common man, the go-
vernment has to step in,”
one of them said.

A war of words erupted
between Mr. Bidhuri and the
Congress’s Pradyut Bordo-
loi. A member said, “Mr. Bid-
huri claimed that in 2003,
the petrol price was 333 a
litre, but by 2012, it had ri-
sen to 366, a 100% increase.
To this, Mr. Bordoloi pointed
out that during the UPA rule,
international oil prices had
shot up to $144 a barrel,
while the current rate was
$78>

Kulbhushan Jadhav

the Review and Reconsideration

Bill 2020 has codified into law
the earlier ordinance with its

“shortcomings”.

“The Ordinance, now the Bill,
invites the municipal courts in
Pakistan to decide whether or
not any prejudice has been
caused to Shri Jadhav on ac-
count of the failure to provide
consular access. This is clearly a
breach of the basic tenet that
municipal courts cannot be the
arbiter of whether a State has
fulfilled its obligations in inter-
national law. Not only this, it
further invites the municipal
court to sit in appeal, as it were,

Mr. Bagchi.

over the judgment of the Inter-
national Court of Justice,” said

Pakistan argues that the law is
in line with the ICJ order, which
urged Islamabad to undertake
an “effective review and recon-
sideration” of the verdict. But
Mr. Bagchi said the Bill is riddled
with shortcomings. “It does not
create a machinery to facilitate
effective review and reconsider-
ation of Shri Jadhav’s case, as
mandated by the ICJ judgment,”
he said, and urged Islamabad to
take “appropriate steps to ad-
dress the shortcomings”.

ed that holy seats have been
given to unholy persons.
This is intolerable as it goes
against the Constitution,
which guarantees equality to
all, and is also against Sikh
ethos and culture,” he said in
a statement.

Mr. Bittu had earlier re-
presented the Anandpur Sa-
hib Lok Sabha constituency
in Parliament and knew
about the history of the area,
Mr. Cheema said.

“He knows that it was at
Anandpur Sahib that Sri Gu-
ru Gobind Singh chose per-
sons from the oppressed sec-
tions of society to create a
casteless and classless socie-
ty. It was also at Anandpur
Sahib that the Guru made
the proclamation 'Rangretta
Guru ke beta' when the se-

‘The fight against CAA-NRC will go on’

vered head of Guru Tegh Ba-
hadur was presented to him
by Bhai Jaita.

“Bittu also knows that it
was at Chamkaur Sahib that
Guru Sahib gifted his 'kalgi'
to the Dalit community. In
the light of these facts, it is
clear that Bittu deliberately
insulted the sentiments of
the Dalit community,” he
said.

BSP leaders Gurmail GK
and Jeet Ram Basra also con-
demned the Congress MP for
his remarks.

The Opposition parties in
Punjab are slamming Mr. Bit-
tu, an MP from Ludhiana, for
allegedly insulting the Dalits
by saying the SAD left “pious
seats” like Anandpur Sahib
and Chamkaur Sahib to its al-
ly BSP.

Akhilesh has lost faith in his
own leaders, says Mayawati

SP inducts former BSP leader Amar Pal Sharma

OMAR RASHID
MNOW

As leaders and legislators,
both former and current, as-
sociated with the Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) in Uttar
Pradesh continue to engage
with rival Samajwadi Party
(SP), the latter’s chief Maya-
wati has intensified her at-
tack on SP leader Akhilesh
Yadav, with whom she
joined hands to fight the
2019 Lok Sabha election.

On Wednesday, yet anoth-
er leader formerly associat-
ed with the BSP, former MLA
Amar Pal Sharma, was in-
ducted into the SP by Mr.
Yadav.

Mr. Sharma, who won
from Sahibabad in Ghazia-
bad in 2012 on BSP ticket,
was expelled by the party in
the 2017 election for indisci-

Mayawati

pline. He joined the Con-
gress and contested on its
ticket as part of an alliance
with the SP but stood a dis-
tant second as the BJP won
the seat.

Mr. Sharma has “re-
solved” to bring back Mr. Ya-
dav as the Chief Minister in
2022, said SP spokesperson
Rajendra Chaudhary.

Ms. Mayawati said it
seemed like the SP chief no
longer trusted his local lead-
ers. “The SP’s condition is so

«

Grateful to the HC for saying what we believe in, says Devangana after release

HEMANI BHANDARI
NEW DELHI

Upon their release from Ti-
har Prison on Thursday
evening, Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) students
Natasha Narwal and Devan-
gana Kalita, and Jamia Millia
Islamia University student
Asif Igbal Tanha, said the
fight was not over.

The three were lodged in
jail under sections of the Un-
lawful Activities (Prevention)
Act and were released two
days after the Delhi High
Court granted them bail.

Outside the prison after
their release, Mr. Tanha said
that the fight against injus-
tice and against CAA-NRC
[Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, National Register of Citi-
zens] would continue. “The
constitution gives rights to
everyone and because of
that, I had faith that we’ll be

Free at last: Natasha Narwal, left, and Devangana Kalita

outside Tihar Jail on Thursday.

released. I would just want
to say that our fight against
CAA-NRC will continue and
the fight for justice for the
likes of Najeeb, Ikhlaq and
Alimuddin will also conti-
nue. I am not scared of
anyone but God,” he said,
adding that he was beaten in
jail and faced hardships but
accepted it all because of
“the love I have been sho-

= SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

wered with and it’s with that
feeling I'll continue”.

Ms. Kalita said, “Whenev-
er women come together,
stand against something ...
protest, society criticises
them ... they are vilified and
called names — terrorists,
obscene and what not,” she
said, adding that she was
grateful to the High Court for
saying “what we believe in”,

that “any peaceful protest or
dissent is not terrorism”. She
said, “So many people like
us are languishing in jails for
protesting against this go-
vernment, which is the basis
of democracy.”

Ms. Narwal, who lost her
father to COVID-19 last
month, said the loss was ir-
reparable and she was still
coming to terms with it. “We
have survived staying with-
out family and friends but I
would like to say that be-
cause our case was highlight-
ed and we had support from
all quarters, the time was
spent fine and we didn’t
have to face a lot of harass-
ment.” She also said when
she told people about the
charges against them in jail,
prisoners would laugh at
them, unable to believe the
allegations of terrorism le-
velled against them.

bad that to remain relevant
in media, its chief himself is
having to induct former
MLAs who have been ex-
pelled by other parties or
have become ineffective in
their constituency, and
small-time workers,” said
Ms. Mayawati.

The four-time former
Chief Minister claimed that
her party’s local leadership
was regularly inducting
leaders from other parties,
including the SP, after full
scrutiny. Udaiveer Singh, SP
MLC and a close aide of Mr.
Yadav, dismissed Ms. Maya-
wati’s attack as a mere “face-
saving” comment. He said
the flow of leaders towards
the SP was an indication that
people have read that the
party could provide a viable
alternative to lead the State.

Shah launches
helpline for
cyber fraud

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah has launched a na-
tional helpline, 155260,
and its reporting platform
for preventing financial
loss due to cyber fraud.
The helpline was soft-
launched on April 1.

The helpline has been
made operational by the
Indian Cyber Crime Coor-
dination Centre, in coordi-
nation with the Reserve
Bank of India, all major
banks, payment banks,
wallets and online mer-
chants.

Since its soft launch, in a
short span of two months,
the helpline has assisted in
saving more than %1.85
crore, with Delhi and Ra-
jasthan saving 58 lakh and
%53 lakh, said a govern-
ment release.

il TNPL

TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED

Unit-1: Kagithapuram - 639 136. KARUR Dist. Tamil Nadu

Ph. : 04324 - 277001 (10 Lines)

Unit-2: Mondipatti - 621 306. TRICHY Dist. Tamil Nadu
Ph. : 04332 - 261600

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

Tender No| Description Due Date
212213 | Procurement of Hard Wood Refiner Segment Set for 01.07.2021
001149 | Paper Machine #3 (Stator and Rotor) ol
212223 [, . ; .

000589 Liquid non ferric alum for TNPL Unit-II 07.07.2021
212223 | To run Oxidizing Biocide Programme at TNPL Unit-1l on
000590 | package cost basis 02.07.2021
Email 212213001149 - purchase.imp@tnpl.co.in

mail | 212223000589 & 0590 - purchaserm.u2@tnpl.co.in

DIPR/1793/Tender/2021

Detailed terms and conditions, Qty, Tender fee, EMD, etc., are available in tender
Document at our websites : www.tnpl.com/www.tenders.tn.gov.in.

TNPL - Maker of bagasse based eco-friendly Paper

W arRTifadht Ger
INDIAN INSTITUTE OF ASTROPHYSICS
(o ofR diepfidht fawmT, YRa GeerR & Srdi @ §er)
mous Body Under Department of Science & Technology, Government of India)
#iEmen Koramangala, Smgs BANGALORE-560034

Applications are invited from motivated candidates with consistently good
academic credentials for admission to the following programmes
commencing in August 2021:
1) (i) Ph.D. Programme: In collaboration with Pondicherry Central

University, Puducherry.

(ii) Two Project JRF positions
2) Integrated M.Tech.-Ph.D. (Tech.) Programme: In collaboration with

University of Calcutta, Kolkata.
For further details and application form, visit 1A Website: http://www.iiap.res.in
Applications should be submitted online on or before July 13, 2021.

Administrative Officer

OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL
CHIEF ENGINEER, PHED, REGION AJMER

PHONE NO.0145-2624748
No.F.()/Ar.MP/2021-2022/2851-900
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR WORKS
Following bids are invited, Interested bidders submit their bids online upto
07.07.2021. Others particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal
(http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in)

FAX NO.0145-2627671
Dated : 10/6/2021

S

ANNA UNIVERSITY

CHENNAI - 600 025

TENDER NOTICE
TENDER REF. No. 118/CPO/MEWS/DAST/2021

On-line Tenders in Two Bid System are invited for Supply and Installation of following equipment for
the Head, Department of Applied Science and Technology, Anna University, Chennai-600 025.

Sl. No.

NIT No.

Brief Description of works

Tender Ref. No.

Name of the equipment

Qty. | Approx. cost

35/2021-22

Work of conversion P&T to piped water supply scheme of various RWSS 1.
to provide FHTC including one year Defect Liability period of various SVS
& MVS under JJM in the jurisdiction of PHED Division Kota.

(Estimated Cost of work Rs. 1525.67 Lacs) UBN No. PHE2122WLOB03446

118/CPO/MEWS/DAST/2021

Multichannel Electrochemical
Work Station

1 ¥35,00,000/-

36/2021-22

Work of Augmentation / Conversion of RWSS Badnor and Daulatgarh to
provide FHTCs including ony year Defect Liability period of various under
JJIM in the Jurisdiction of PHED Rural Division Bhilwara.
(Estimated Cost Rs. 537.46 Lacs) UBN No. PHE2122WLOB03447

37/2021-22

Work of Reorganization of RWSS Cluster Chandsen and Lawa to
provide FHTC including one year Defect Liability period under JUM in the
Jurisdiction of PHED Division Malpura. (Estimated Cost Rs. 793.57 Lacs)
UBN No. PHE2122WLOB03449

for 11.00 am on 18.06.2021.

The tender documents can be downloaded by registering in the website https://tntenders.gov.in
The filled-in tender documents can be submitted by uploading in the
website upto 03.00 pm on 07.07.2021 and will be opened at 03.00 pm on 08.07.2021. Other detailed
tender conditions, future corrigenda etc., please visitthe website (https://tntenders.gov.in).

DIPR/1789/Tender/2021

REGISTRAR l/ic

38/2021-22

Providing, Laying, Jointing, Testing & Commissioning of Rising /
Distribution Pipelines of various sizes / types to Provide FHTC connections
at 25 Villages and there Dhanies including one year Defect liability period
of MVS & SVS under JUM in the Jurisdiction of PHED Division Kishangarh
Distt. Ajmer (Estimated Cost Rs. 2028.49 Lacs)
UBN No. PHE2122WLOB03450

ekl

ANNA UNIVERSITY

CHENNAI - 600 025

DIPR/C/5626/2021

NIB No. PHE2122A1525

(Mukul Bhargava)
Additional Chief Engineer
PHED, Region, Ajmer

TENDER NOTICE
TENDER REF. No. 123/CPO/PSSM/CDE/2021

On-line Tenders in Two Bid System are invited for Supply and Installation of following item for the
Director, Centre for Distance Education, Anna University, Chennai-600 025.

Sl. No.

Tender Ref. No.

Name of the equipment

Qty. | Approx. cost

1.

Punjab Ekta Party merges  |@
with the Congress

Sukhpal Singh Khaira meets Rahul Gandhi

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Sukhpal Singh Khaira, former
Leader of the Opposition and
founder of the Punjab Ekta Party,
on Thursday formally merged his
party with the Congress after
meeting former party chief Rahul
at the latter’s Delhi

Gandhi
residence.

Mr. Khaira’s meeting comes
just days before the party high
command is expected to meet
Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder
Minister-
turned-dissident leader Navjot
Singh on June 20 to work out a
compromise and end the faction-

Singh and former

alism.

cM
K

Mr. Gandhi’s meeting with Mr.
Khaira, who had walked out of
the Congress and joined the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) in 2015 and
won from the Bholath seat on
AAP ticket in 2017, is significant
also due to its political messaging.
On June 3, a day before Capt.
Amarinder met the AICC panel to
resolve the factionalism, the CM
re-inducted Mr. Khaira even be-
fore a formal nod from the central

leadership.

camps.

»

Mr. Gandhi’s meeting with Mr.
Khaira not only puts a stamp of
approval over his re-induction
but can also be interpreted as a
sign of a thaw between the two

SWARIRRNG.
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;a%cgdobﬁ RO AT AORWE, (smru 2mros wEm)
FOODFTOOT QORRCLTTHT 3580, 0.:3.2.2., FTR, Shewod odperd RN
S0 3EEW-577548, wWFRrewdd () Email : eeubpdvnl @gmail.com  Phone : 08267-295207
50335:?:?“&0/&)23238/@Sﬁ)m&m/&.?}o.—l/ﬁd@d&éﬁ-l/ﬁ@/ZOZl—ZZ/BO
VORFQ HoRTT TFuR (g visey 333) (D-BppRT o 0aR0IT)
IR ATeFII, DIFToD, HO AND DT BONERD FRT TN IR Ao BRADTT00T FTFLE

D003 : 08-06-2021

APFOD 2-TBRBATROE T &I 3oy B0t cdreaodBORY wBRTIIPADS
“Survey, Design, Supply, Installation, Testing and Commissioning of Micro Irrigation System under
Tumkur Branch, canal Comprising Gravity Bulk feeders, Construction of Sump cum pupm house, Supplying
and installation of Pumping machineries, Terminal bay, Electrical substation, Electrical power line and other 1
appurtenant works including construction of pipe Distribution network and automated drip irrigation system
for providing irrigation facility coming under tumkur Brach canal of upper bhadra project with all accessories
operation and maintenance for 5 years after the date of completion and transfer (BOMT) on Tumkey basis
1) 12,475 Ha under Block 1, Block 2 and filling up of 34 Nos tanks (T.B.C. Drip Package -I)
2) 15,115 Ha under Block 3 and filling up of 62 Nos tanks (T.B.C. Drip Package -2)
eI PRMONYA o) odpeed m%é DRV DRIV Fwte0-1 HERTC00T Besmomedd BIFEe GRS Wed
€omT’ B00HTNG. B-BEBATHOFS  hitp://www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in 0T #0BT wASHTE, O0F

A3 HOTOMER, DIW0B @ 22-6-2021 SO 1630 MOHCH 0BT V-HRBATHOFTY FOLFIRVE AORICNT,
DRI FWR, HeVOHE 03ReesTd R F0.1 IRAWLTRT FeIe00DY IToDTDHTT.
RS 8 FL5e0000T 0T TILAWT HoRT WHRRWE TIWS xoaiéz 71 Q908 ¢ 24-5-20210 Ho®T O

B/~
TODFITRVET QORICHTT

123/CPO/PSSM/
CDE/2021

Printing and supply of Study Materials for MBA, MCA
and MSc (CS) programmes offered through Distance 1
Mode by Centre for Distance Education, Anna University

%1,75,00,000/-

from 11.00 am on

The tender documents can be downloaded by registering in the website https:/tntenders.gov.in
The filled-in tender documents can be submitted by uploading in the
website upto 03.30 pm on 07.07.2021 and will be opened at 03.30 pm on 08.07.2021. Other detailed
tender conditions, future corrigenda etc., please visitthe website (https://tntenders.gov.in).

DIPR/1M792/Tender/2021

18.06.2021.

REGISTRAR lic

No. of Work

a b wWN

Authority

0-335:

Name of the Work

Value of the Work
Concerned Tender Inviting

<% OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, RWS&S DIVISION, KENDRAPARA
& At : Ichhapur, Post : Shree Baladevjew, Email : eerwsskendrapara@gmail.com

NVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB) (e-Procurement) - Bid Identification No.RWS/18/2021-2022
Letter No. 2492 / Dated 11.06.21

. The Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Kendrapara on behalf of Governor of Odisha invites
lump comps its bid in double cover system in ONLINE MODE from eligible contractors for Rural
Piped Water Supply Schemes in Kendrapara District.

: Execution of different RPWS Schemes in Kendrapara District.

: Four Nos.

date: 08.07.2021 till 5.30 PM

9-6-2021 00T T SPHIED. HoBT L HFOR/ ekl AT 2-TAKRTHOE H0UF 5AT O Conime i documents (Re) % 100007

dodod QmR0T ¢ 11-6-2021 B 16 HOHODIIR MR {-0F Fefod OTOF : 14-6-2021 Bom 15 T IITTe 7. Class of Bidder . upr g

ATeFIIW, 2FeIToD, wO MDD, LONURD BVFT FHOODY INHTRAT. FHMOOD HOBTNY Heg/ PRMOR 8. Period of Completion : 06 months to 08 Months as applicable
IMOTRAT MEAUT vTFI/ HorT 00T/ WoFT TRFroN 209, azyh AFTNYR  http:/ 9. Availability of bid documents : Fromdate: 23.06.2021 at 10.00 AM to
www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in o3 SRk TRODWID BT & IR b TRRT[OD, 50 BIONTY HTOF in the website

© 21-6-20218 15 ROEBCHIT ROTIFRWETD. HoBT NI, FYALY S OO : 21-6-20213 16 ROLCHITH. 10. Last Date & Time of seeking : Up to 28.06.2021 till 05.30 P.M

tender clarification
11. Date of Opening of Bid

The bidders have to participate in the tender through ONLINE bidding only. Further details can be had
from the website : http://tendersorissa.gov.in. Subsequent corrigendum / addendum if required shall
only be appeared in the above website.

Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Kendrapara

: On date :

: ¥ 87.94 to 219.70 Lakhs
: Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Kendrapara

09.07.2021 at 11:00 A.M.

OIPR-25004/11/0009/2122

»
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INTERVIEW | SRINATH REDDY

"‘We must use the available vaccines to protect the most vulnerable

More data is needed on the ideal interval between two doses of Covishield but there should be no hesitancy, says president of the Public Health Foundation of India

BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN

With the ideal interval between Covishield’s first and second
doses coming under debate, Public Health Foundation of In-
dia (PHFI) president Srinath Reddy said data on the Indian
experience on the issue was still being gathered. He said there
were reassuring reports of good protection being provided to
healthcare workers. However, it was not yet clear how effec-
tive one dose of the vaccine is against the delta variant, which
is the dominant variant now in many parts of the country. He
said more information was needed on that aspect, especially

for high-risk, older age groups.

The time gap between
Covishield’s first and second
dose has come under the
scanner in India yet again.
Should we be reverting to a
shorter time gap?

m The time gap issue initially
surfaced due to the way the
AstraZeneca trials were con-
ducted internationally. The
British-led international trial
accidentally created two
strands among the trial parti-
cipants — a larger group
which received the vaccine
shots at a four-week interval
(as per trial protocol) and a
smaller group which re-
ceived the second shot after
12 weeks. Interestingly, the
second group showed higher

efficacy (81%). So, Britain de-
cided to adopt a three-month
dosing interval. A later large
U.S. trial of the same vac-
cine, with 32,000 partici-
pants, also showed a high ef-
ficacy (76%). The WHO
recommended an eight-12
week spacing.

Those trials were conduct-
ed when the ancestral wild
virus was in circulation.
Then came the variants,
against which most vaccines
showed lower efficacy. Even
then, the first dose of the As-
traZeneca vaccine offered
adequate protection against
the alpha variant. Against
the delta variant, however,
the first dose provided only
30% efficacy against sympto-

matic infection, according to
data from Public Health En-
gland. Against serious illness
and death, the vaccine
seems to provide reasonable
protection with one dose. A
second dose demonstrably
increases efficacy against
both mild and severe infec-
tions. Hence, the UK.
switched to an eight-week in-
terval.

Concerns have been
raised about inadequate pro-
tection of a single dose
against the Delta variant, in a
French study. Two doses do
provide better protection.
Hence, the suggestion from
international experts that
the people at risk of severe
disease must be provided
that level of protection
earlier.

[Data on] the Indian expe-
rience is still being gathered.
There are reassuring reports
of good protection being pro-
vided to healthcare workers.
However, it is not yet clear
how effective one dose is
against the delta variant,
which is the dominant var-
iant now in many parts of the
country. We still need that

Number of COVID-19
tests declines rapidly

19.31 lakh samples were analysed on Wednesday

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

India recorded 57,837 new
COVID-19 cases and 1,536
new deaths till 9.30 p.m. on
Thursday. The country has
so far reported a total of
2,97,57,425 cases and
3,83,467 deaths.

Kerala reported 12,469
new infections, followed by
Maharashtra (9,830) and Ta-
mil Nadu (9,118). Maharash-
tra recorded 636 new fatali-
ties, followed by Tamil Nadu
(210) and Karnataka (138).
Maharashtra’s fatalities in-
clude backlog deaths which
were missed in the previous

reports.
The figures do not include
cases and deaths from

Chhattisgarh, Assam, Jhark-
hand, Arunachal Pradesh
and Ladakh. The data are
sourced from the respective
States’ health bulletins.
Around 19.31 lakh samples
were tested in the country
on Wednesday (the results
for which were released on
Thursday). The number of
samples tested has come
down drastically in the last
ten days. The average num-
ber of tests conducted de-
clined from over 30 lakh on
June 7 to 18.6 lakh on June 16.
About 34.63 lakh vaccine
doses were administered in
the country in the 24 hours
ending 7 a.m. on Thursday,
which is 6.6 lakh doses more
than what was recorded in

Fewer tests I The seven-day average number of
COVID-19 tests conducted in India has declined significantly

in the last 10 days
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The average
number of tests
reduced from over
3 million on June
7 to 1.86 million
on June 16

JANUARY 1 €«————— P JULY1

SEVEN-DAY AVERAGE NUMBER OF DAILY TESTS

the previous 24 hours. It is
also 84,700 doses more than
what was recorded during
the same period a week ago.
The seven-day rolling aver-
age of daily vaccinations in
the country continues to in-
crease. It stood at 31.26 lakh
on June 16, which is more
than the 26.69 lakh recorded
a week before (June 9).
About 23.1% of adults in
India, 43.3% of those aged
above 45, and 46.8% of peo-
ple aged above 60, have
been administered at least
one dose of a COVID-19 vac-
cine, until 8 p.m. on Thurs-
day. While 15.9% of the coun-
try’s population has received
at least one dose, only 3.6%
are fully vaccinated. The fi-
gures are based on the esti-
mated population in 2021.
India continued to record
the highest number of 7-day

average daily deaths globally
as of June 16. The two other
countries with the highest
daily fatality count after In-
dia were Brazil (2,025) and
Colombia (595). Nearly
34.6% of the world’s new
deaths were recorded in In-
dia on June 16.

More than 2.18 crore vac-
cine doses are available with
States and Union Territories,
and over 56,70,350 more are
in the pipeline and will be re-
ceived by them in the next
three days, the Union Health
Ministry said on Thursday.

More than 27.28 crore
(27,28,31,900) doses have
been provided to the States
and Union Territories so far
by the Centre (free of cost
channel) and through direct
State procurement category,
the Ministry said.

(With PTI inputs)

Safe behaviour and
vaccines will
together protect us.
We can’t run fast on
one leg

C

data, especially for high-risk,
older age groups and per-
sons with co-morbidities —
not just in relatively younger
and healthier healthcare
workers.

I'would like to close this by
pointing out the National
Technical Advisory Group on
Immunisation (NTAGI) has
stated that it will review re-
cent evidence.

Let us leave it to that exp-
ert body, to review all availa-
ble national and internation-
al evidence. In the

Boost facilities
for children,
say guidelines

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Going by sero-surveillance
reports, COVID-19 infec-
tion in children above 10
years occurs in similar fre-
quency as that of adults,
notes the “Guidelines on
operationalisation of CO-
VID care services for chil-
dren and adolescents” re-
leased by the Health
Ministry earlier this week.

While children have less
severe disease than adults,
intermittent surges in the
number of cases are antici-
pated and so it is desirable
to augment the existing fa-
cilities to provide care to
children with acute COVID,
it says.

The guidelines state that
the majority of infections is
asymptomatic or mildly
symptomatic among chil-
dren and it is uncommon
to have moderate to severe
COVID-19 in healthy chil-
dren. Children with co-
morbid conditions have
more severe manifesta-
tions and poorer out-
comes; they should be a
priority group for vaccina-
tion, once vaccines are ap-
proved for children.

“A combined effort from
private and public sector is
needed to handle any
surge in future after the
withdrawal of the lock-
down, school reopening or
as third wave strikes over
next three of four months,”
said the guidelines, calling
for paediatric-specific
plans to be put in place.

meanwhile, people need to
be assured that vaccines are
protective even against the
delta variant. They should
get both shots, whenever
scheduled.

If there is a limited supply
till July, let us use the availa-
ble vaccines to provide maxi-
mum protection to the most
vulnerable. There is no rea-
son for vaccine hesitancy.

Has India vaccinated
enough of its population? Is
the pace of vaccination
steady enough to allow
opening of the country?

m We have not vaccinated
enough numbers as yet.
There are many susceptible
individuals still. I believe the
pace of vaccination will pick
up from July, with increasing
domestic production and in-
ternational procurement.

I think we do need to open
the country, but carefully.
Vaccines protect against dis-
ease, once the virus infects.

For protection against vi-
ral transmission, we need to
adhere to public health advi-
sories, with discipline in our

behaviour  for  several
months more. We must wear
masks, avoid ill-ventilated
and crowded places as much
as possible and not allow
super-spreader gatherings.
Safe behaviour and vaccines
will together protect us. We
can’t run fast on one leg.

Is there enough data to start
children’s vaccination?

m International trials are
available for some mRNA
vaccines, to provide evi-
dence of efficacy and safety.
Trials in younger children,
some including even infants
aged six months, are now in
progress. Some trials of child
vaccination are now on in In-
dia too.

We should wait for these
international and domestic
trials to be completed. If a
nasal or orally administered
mucosal vaccine proves safe
and efficacious, that will be a
boon for child vaccination.

Is the mutating virus a cause
of worry? Is there data
showing that virus could
escape vaccination cover?

m The worry is misplaced at
present. Available vaccines
are offering enough protec-
tion, at the right dose. Even if
neutralising antibody levels
fall with time, T cell immuni-
ty is likely to remain. In fact,
that cell-mediated compo-
nent of our immune system
is capable of fighting the vi-
rus which has entered our
cells, whereas antibodies can
only attack the surface spike
protein as it circulates in the
blood. Memory T and B cells
also store the image of the
antigen and can readily reac-
tivate our defence when the
virus enters our body.
Newer vaccines are also
being prepared and some are
under testing. Current
mRNA vaccines are being
tweaked to attack the spike
protein mutations in the var-
iants. Inactivated whole vi-
rus vaccines are being pre-
pared, similar to Covaxin.
Beyond that, multi-antigen
vaccines are being tested,
which combine the spike
protein, the nucleocapsid
(which wraps the genetic ma-
terial of the virus) and ORF
3a (which helps the viral re-

plicas to exit the infected
cells). Such vaccines will pre-
sent a larger platter of our
antigens to our immune
system.

Even if spike protein mu-
tations evade the neutralis-
ing antibodies, other anti-
gens in the vaccine will still
evoke an effective response.
These internal antigens of
the virus are also much slow-
er in mutating than the sur-
face spike protein. So,
science can still provide us
solutions.

What is the way ahead?

m We need to combine four
components of response as
we move ahead. They are
protect ourselves from expo-
sure to the virus and its entry
into the body; prevent free
passage of the virus by avoid-
ing crowded places, non-es-
sential travel and super-
spreader gatherings; vacci-
nate as fast and as many as
possible; and develop, eval-
uate and introduce new vac-
cines which can effectively
protect against current and
emerging variants.

Birth, death registrations up in 2019

14 States/Union Territories achieved 100% level of birth registrations: report

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The level of registration of
births and deaths in the
country improved in 2019,
according to the “Vital Statis-
tics of India Based on The Ci-
vil Registration System” re-
port.

Some States and Union
Territories were, however,
lagging behind.

The report states that the
level of birth registration in-
creased from 87.8% in 2018
to 92.7% in 2019; and death
registrations went up from
84.6% to 92% during the pe-
riod.

While 14 States/Union Ter-
ritories achieved 100% level
of birth registrations, 19
States/Union Territories
achieved the same level in
cases of death.

Sex ratio at birth

Based on the information re-
ceived from 32 States/Union
Territories, the share of insti-
tutional births in the total re-
gistered births was 81.2%.
The number of registered
births increased to 2.48
crore in 2019 from 2.33 crore
in 2018. The share of male
and female was 52.1% and
47.9%.

In the case of registration
of births within the pre-
scribed period of 21 days, 15
States/Union Territories
achieved more than 90%
registration.

The highest sex ratio at
birth (SRB) based on regis-
tered events was reported by
Arunachal Pradesh (1,024),

Counting the dead | of
every 100 estimated deaths in India,
around 92 were registered in 2019.
In 2018, only 84.6 of every 100
estimated deaths were recorded

= | evel of death registration declined
in Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh and

Daman and Diu
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followed by Nagaland (1,001)
Mizoram (975) and Andaman
& Nicobar Islands (965). The
lowest SRB was reported by
Gujarat (901), Assam (903)
and Madhya Pradesh (905),
followed by Jammu & Kash-
mir (909).

The number of registered
deaths increased from 69.5
lakh in 2018 to 76.4 lakh in
2019. The share of male and
female was 59.6% and
40.4%.

Based on the information
received from 31 States/Un-
ion Territories, the share of
institutional deaths in total
registered deaths was 32.1%.

Infant deaths

Eleven States/Union Territo-
ries achieved more than 90%
registration of deaths within
the prescribed period of 21
days.

In the case of registration
of infant deaths, the share of
urban area was 75.5% com-
pared to 24.5% in rural areas.
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In the north-east, Aruna-
chal Pradesh reported 100%
registration of births, but on-
ly 38.6% of deaths. Nagaland
also registered 100% births,
but just 30% deaths, while
Manipur recorded 67.7%
births and only 21.4% deaths.
In Sikkim, there was 100%
registration of deaths, but
61.2% registration of births.

Full registration
However, Mizoram and Trip-
ura reported 100% registra-
tion of both births and
deaths. Meghalaya had 100%
registration of births and
97.6% registration of deaths,
while Assam reported 100%
registration of births and
74% registration of deaths.
In Bihar and Jharkhand,
the levels of registration of
births were 89.3% and 84.3%
and the levels of registration
of deaths were 51.6% and
58.8%. In Daman & Diu, the
figures were 50.7% and 61%.
Listing the limitations, the

10 20 30 40

report said the level of regis-
tration of States/Union Terri-
tories and India level pre-
sented in the report was
arrived at using the mid-year
projected population of the
respective States/Union Ter-
ritories of 2011-2019 based
on 2011 census (Report of the
Technical Group on Popula-
tion Projections, July 2020,
National Commission on
Population, Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare)
and, therefore, was not com-
parable with rates presented
in previous reports.

Incomplete data

The level of registration was
arrived at using Sample Re-
gistration System Rates for
2018 as the survey for 2019,
which was scheduled for
2020, could not be complet-
ed due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Besides, some States/
Union Territories submitted
incomplete or partial data,
which was not included.
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1 A good enemy countered with logic in 17th & 18th century Europe

(3,2,6)

9 Hid in Crimson Bay? No, the other way round (7)
10 Permit lady to enrage? Not new (7)
11 Currency’s new, look at advisory (5)

12 A rascal holds instalments irregularly dispensing cash to educators (9)

13 One managed to get one tea perhaps (5)

Display keystrokes of genius.
are digital now. Come solve online.
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn

SCAN TO PLAY

15 Primarily energetic, Ali's distrubed to get sleep, back at hotel with

Queen (9)

18 Edgy and unguarded, not having some sleep leads to irritation for

babies (5,4)

21 Lawrence is in our custody faraway (5)

22 Some pepper and cilantro on digestion produce a hormone (9)
24 Bones; star shaped next to his heart (5)

26 With power, heat, atom can be new inside? It’s an illusion (7)
27 Can upside down in cab accident, good insulated container (4,3)
28 Provide support to an insect at a stage of lifecycle (11)

= DOWN

1 Rise when annuity’s quietly removed by college (9)

2 Selection of Sen voicing a brief postscript (5)

3 Rule in favour of one country? Totally heartless (9)

4 Final stage managed somehow, Australia slips away while England

is in front (7)
5 Say, Bill designed courses (7)

6 For starters, nature arranges crystals resembling elements like

mother-of-pearl (5)

7 Poor man going after popular princess (8)

8 Charges hidden by Cafe Espresso (4)

14 Appreciation of program by competitor, one who is old (8)

16 Riot if road is cut short and relaid? Even more certain (1,8)
17 Warning by hotel; root vegetable in India’s not good, about to

return (9)

19 In the position of draw; shot! (7)

20 Worker’s vehicle is a small platform on four wheels (7)

22 One father or two fathers (4)
23 Prank of a jerk (5)

25 Here, Belarusians hold revolt (5)
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Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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Unchanging Varadaraja

Kooratazhvan, in his Varadaraja Stavam, points out that Va-
radaraja, like Brahman, is unchanging, said Valayapet Ra-
machariar, in a discourse. Visishtadvaita philosophy ex-
plains the sareera-sareeri relationship between the
Supreme One and the Universe. All sentient and non-sen-
tient constitute His body. When we talk of sareera (body),
we know that it is subject to change. Chetana and achetana
also change. And if they are His body, how can we say He is
changeless? The answer is simple. Take a human being. His
body changes appearance as he ages. But his atma remains
the same. In the same way, if the Universe is the body, and
the Supreme One is the atma, then how can changes in the
Universe affect the atma? So, the Paramatma remains the
same. And so does Varadaraja. Varadaraja is Ananta — His
auspicious qualities are immeasurable. He is nitya — ever
present. He is niravadhi — without boundaries to limit Him.
He is nirupamam — present in everything.

Vedanta Desika, while praising Varadaraja, recalls His Na-
rasimha avatara, and says that while He jumped out of a pil-
lar to save Prahlada, He is present in everything, everywh-
ere. Kooratazhvan says Varadaraja possesses the quality of
santam. The word has many meanings. One meaning is
anukula. The Lord is always anukula (kind) towards His de-
votees. Another meaning is bhogya. If we take this meaning
bhogya, then it means Varadaraja is always pleasing. And
Varadaraja can easily be seen and worshipped by all. In Va-
radaraja Panchasat, Vedanta Desika says because of His ka-
runa (mercy), Varadaraja chose to stay in Hastigiri, so that
all beings can worship Him. Human beings have a mix of the
three gunas — sattva, rajas and tamas. But Varadaraja has on-
ly sattva guna, for He is Parabrahman.

»
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Sri Lanka reports cases of delta variant amid a daunting third wave

Currently, there are about 62,000 active cases; people
across the country voice concern over economic distress

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO

Sri Lanka on Thursday de-
tected the highly transmitta-
ble Delta or B.1.617.2 variant
of COVID-19 in five patients,
amid a stubborn third wave
persisting through a near-
month-long lockdown in the
country.

Spotting an unusual out-
break in a Colombo neigh-
bourhood last week, the Al-
lergy, Immunity and Cell
Biology Unit at the Sri Jaye-
wardenepura  University
conducted genetic sequenc-
ing, studying 13 recent sam-
ples, and spotted the Delta
variant.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Dr. Chandima Jeewandara,
director of the unit, said:
“The Delta variant comes
with three main factors — it
is highly transmittable, it
causes severe disease, and it

evades single dose vaccine,”
he said.

Thursday’s finding points
to the presence of the Delta
variant in the community, a
week after it was found in
one patient in a quarantine
facility.

“It is the worst we could
have imaged at such a time,”
Dr. Jeewandara said, point-
ing to the current case load
— about 62,000 active cases
— and low vaccine coverage.
“We are already dealing
with a spike in cases with
the Alpha variant. Delta pos-
es a greater risk because our
vaccine coverage is low, and
among those who are vacci-
nated a majority have got
only one dose,” he said.

According to data pu-
blished by the Epidemiology
Unit of the Ministry of
Health, more than 30 lakh
people, or just over 16% of

the Sri Lanka’s adult popula-
tion, have got at least one
dose of vaccine — Covish-
ield, Sinopharm and Sput-
nik — as of June 16. Of those,
only some 7 lakh, or less
than 5% of the adult popula-
tion, have got both doses.

Slow drive

Meanwhile, nearly 6 lakh
persons are awaiting their
second dose of Covishield,
delayed after India stopped
exporting vaccines in the
wake of its own devastating
second wave. The Sri Lan-
kan government is trying to
tap other sources, while the
country witnesses a steady
surge in infections in the
past fortnight, with daily
cases spiking to over 3,000
on some days, despite a con-
tinuing lockdown allowing
only essential services and
select travel.

Long wait: People waiting in a queue to get their dose of
COVID-19 vaccine in Colombo on Tuesday. =arp

For a week now, less than
20,000 PCR tests were car-
ried out a day, data from the
Health Promotion Bureau
showed, although medical
professionals are calling for
more testing. Further, Co-
lombo-based Institute for
Health Policy, an indepen-
dent research institution,
found an average test posi-
tivity rate of 13.8% during
the last week, based on offi-
cial data.

A high positivity rate and
daily deaths — an average of
67 in the past week, coupled

with a slow vaccination
drive, concentrated in the
capital, only heightens the
threat posed by the Delta
variant, experts have cau-
tioned.

The source of the Delta
variant now detected in the
community is yet to be esta-
blished. The Sri Lankan Civil
Aviation Authority’s ban on
travellers from India from
disembarking, imposed ear-
ly May, is in place, but visi-
tors from select countries
are allowed to enter. Observ-
ing it was “likely imported”,

Dr. Jeewandara said: “Re-
member, the Delta variant
has been detected not just in
India, but in many other
countries, including the
U.K. and the U.S. It could
have come from anywhere,
we do not know yet.”

Economic distress
While health authorities
grapple with the prevailing
spike, and prepare to tackle
the Delta variant, people
across the country, especial-
ly daily wage earners, are
reeling under the economic
blow of the lockdown.
Scores of garment sector
workers, domestic workers,
and youth employed in
small shops and restaurants
have lost their jobs since the
pandemic struck. The coun-
try witnessed an increase in
unemployment to 5.8% last
year, the highest since 2009,
after the civil war ended.
Those engaged in rural li-
velihoods have also suffered
huge losses, with limited or

no access to the market, and
falling prices for their pro-
duce. “Women engaged in
small-scale farming and fish-
eries in our district are des-
perate for some respite.
Most traders don’t buy their
produce any more. And in
the event of a trader coming
to their village to buy their
produce, the women don’t
get to fix the price, but are
forced to sell it for whatever
the trader dictates,” says
Arunachalam Elangeswari,
of the Suriya Women’s Deve-
lopment Centre in the Batti-
cloa district, in the Eastern
Province.

“With the entire family at
home now, that too with
much less income, some
women are eating only if
there is something left after
the rest of the family has had
ameal,” said the community
activist. “The women are
unable to buy sanitary pads,
and we are hearing of many
more cases of domestic vio-
lence in these past weeks.”

The situation among peo-
ple without homes or perso-
nal toilets is miserable, espe-
cially when they contract
Covid-19, like some families
in Ratnapura district, in the
Sabaragamuwa Province.
“We work with the people in
villages where rubber estate
workers reside. They are
mostly Malaiyaha [hill coun-
try] Tamils from very poor
homes. They have no access
to health care. And most of
them are not covered in the
5,000-Tupee  allowance,”
said catholic priest Fr. Jee-
wantha Peiris, referring to
the government’s Covid as-
sistance scheme for low-in-
come households. While fa-
milies already registered for
the government’s poverty
alleviation Samurdhi pro-
gramme have received it,
many poor families who are
not part of the programme
have been left out of the
pandemic allowance, ac-
cording to him. “They get
excluded at every level.”

Hong Kong police arrest newspaper editors

Senior media figures have been accused of ‘collusion with foreign forces to endanger national security’

ANANTH KRISHNAN

Hong Kong police on Thurs-
day arrested five senior fi-
gures at the Apple Daily, a ta-
bloid newspaper that had
taken a strong stand sup-
porting pro-democracy prot-
ests, under a new national
security law.

The five, including pu-
blisher Cheung Kim-hung
and Editor-in-Chief Ryan
Law, have been accused of
“collusion with a foreign
country or with external ele-
ments to endanger national
security,” the South China
Morning Post quoted a pol-
ice statement as saying.

Thursday’s search of the
paper’s offices by more than

ELSEWHERE

Palestinian teen shot

by Israeli troops dies
JERUSALEM

The Palestinian Health
Ministry said on Thursday
that Palestinian teenager
Ahmad Shamsa, who was
shot by Israeli troops in the
West Bank a day earlier, has
died of his injuries. The Israeli
military said that a soldier
saw a group of Palestinians
approaching, and that one
"hurled a suspicious object at
him, which exploded adjacent
to the soldier”. The Army said
the soldier fired in the air and
then shot the man. ap
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Major crackdown: Ryan Law, second from right, Apple Daily's
Editor-in-Chief, being arrested in Hong Kong. =ap

200 police officers was the
second major move follow-
ing last year’s new national
security law targeting a new-
spaper that had angered the
pro-Beijing camp in Hong
Kong for its coverage of the
2019 protests and calls for

democracy.

Hong Kong’s national se-
curity police, the Post re-
ported, cited “more than 30
Apple Daily articles calling
for sanctions against the city
and mainland China”, saying
the articles were “evidence

Brexit hardliner becomes
First Minister of N. Ireland

Paul Givan replaces Arlene Foster

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BELFAST

Brexit hardliner Paul Givan
was installed as Northern
Ireland’s new First Minister
on Thursday, as Britain’s
split from the European Un-
ion continues to cause fric-
tion in the bitterly divided
province.

Mr. Givan, 39, from the
pro-U.K. Democratic Union-
ist Party (DUP), replaced Ar-
lene Foster after she was
ousted by colleagues for ap-
pearing too soft in her oppo-
sition to a controversial
post-Brexit “protocol” go

verning Northern Irish
trade.

Michelle O’Neill, from the
pro-Ireland Sinn Fein party,
was reconfirmed as Deputy
First Minister after the Brit-
ish government intervened
to help ease issues and avert
a snap election.

In his maiden speech, Mr.
Givan failed to mention the
protocol, which has riled re-
sentment among unionists
for effectively keeping
Northern Ireland inside the
EU customs union and sin-
gle market for goods since
the start of the year.

of a conspiracy to collude
with foreign forces in viola-
tion of the national security
law.”

Prior to the passing of the
law, the media in Hong Kong
had broadly functioned with
freedom that newspapers on
the mainland are denied, un-
der the “one country, two
systems” model that guaran-
teed a range of rights follow-
ing the 1997 handover.

‘Attack on press freedom’
The ambiguity of the nation-
al security law and how it de-
fines collusion has been crit-
icised by journalist
associations in Hong Kong.
“The operation proves that
the national security law has

US. to make
Juneteenth a
federal holiday

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON

The U.S. will soon have a
new federal holiday com-
memorating the end of
slavery.

The House voted 415-14
on Wednesday to make Ju-
neteenth, or June 19th, the
12th federal holiday, and
President Joe Biden is sche-
duled to sign the Bill into
law on Thursday.

Juneteenth commemo-
rates June 19, 1865, when
Union soldiers brought the
news of freedom to en-
slaved Black people in Gal-
veston, Texas.

been weaponised to target
certain media outlets,” Hong
Kong Journalism Association
chairman Chris Yeung Kin-
hing told the Post. “Members
of the public will refrain
from sending tips to journal-
ists on issues of public inter-
est, as media outlets may not
be able to guarantee the se-
curity of journalistic mate-
rials,” he said.

Sophie Richardson, China
director at Human Rights
Watch, said Thursday’s raid
was “a new low in a bottom-
less assault on press free-
dom”. “This has nothing to
do with enforcing the law,”
she said, “and everything to
do with politicised retribu-
tion.”

Chinese astronauts dock
with new space station

The country plans to have a fully functioning station by 2022

ANANTH KRISHNAN

The first group of Chinese
astronauts on Thursday en-
tered the country’s under-
construction space station, a
major step in China’s plans
to have a fully functioning
station by next year.

On Thursday afternoon,
the Shenzhou-12 spaceship,
carrying the three astro-
nauts, completed an “auto-
mated rendezvous and dock-
ing” with the Tianhe
module, the China Manned
Space Agency (CMSA) said,
adding this "signified that for
the first time the Chinese

have entered their own
space station”.

Shenzhou-12 was
launched on Thursday
morning from the Jiuquan
launch centre in the Gobi
desert, and the astronauts
entered Tianhe around six
and a half hours later, the
agency said.

The three-man crew will
be in orbit for three months.
This is the first of two
manned space missions
planned for this year, part of
an intense schedule of
launches aimed at complet-
ing the space station in 2022.

The official Xinhua news

Russia is ready for further
dialogue if US. is willing: Putin

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MOSCOW
Russian President Vladimir
Putin said on Thursday that
Moscow is ready to continue
dialogue with Washington
after his summit meeting
with President Joe Biden,
provided the U.S. was also
willing to do so.

The two leaders held their
first face-to-face meeting in
Geneva on Wednesday to

ease soaring tensions bet-
ween Moscow and Washing-
ton, with relations at their
lowest since the end of the
Cold War.

“We are ready to continue
this dialogue to the same ex-
tent as the American side is,”
Mr. Putin said in televised re-
marks.

He added that the at-
mosphere of the meeting
was “quite friendly” and two

leaders “were able to under-
stand each other on key is-
sues”.

When asked to describe
Mr. Biden, Mr. Putin said the
U.S. President’s portrayal in
the press has “nothing to do
with reality”.

“Biden is a professional,
you have to be very attentive
when working with him so
as not to miss something,”
Mr. Putin said.

agency said the mission will
"help test technologies relat-
ed to longterm astronaut
stays and health care, the re-
cycling and life support sys-
tem, the supply of space ma-
terials, extravehicular
activities and operations,
and in-orbit maintenance.”

The Shenzhou-12 mission
follows a busy few weeks for
China’s space programme,
coming after last month’s
launch fo the Tianzhou-2
cargo spacecraft, which car-
ried vital supplies for the
space station. At least five
more missions are planned
for the year.

Iran goes to
- polls today

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TEHRAN

Iranian voters are set to
elect a new President on
Friday, with the ultracon-
servative Ebrahim Raisi ex-
pected to replace the mod-
erate Hassan Rouhani after
a host of candidates were
disqualified.

The vote comes at a time
when the recession-hit
country is in talks with
world powers to revive the
nuclear deal.

ARd WaR / Government of India
AT Hell fTT / Department of Atomic Energy
iR e s/ Nuclear Fuel Complex

A-.,‘I

anGoc

EQl Ref. No: :

OIL AND NATURAL GAS CORPORATION LTD

Assam & Assam Arakan Basin and Jorhal Asset

NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

ONGCI/EQIASAA Basin/DGB/T88452

HRA A¥BIR / GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
RATY] ot fHTT / DEPARTMENT OF ATOMIC ENERGY

i@ e wftrst / NUCLEAR FUEL COMPLEX
$eaSTe 1, BavraTa -500062
ECIL POST, HYDERABAD- 500 062
g—ff3aT amiAvT ¥ AT NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

@I AT Tender Notice Nos.: M/491/2021
ARA & U BT 3R H, i (§—TeR) & A & |erd IR g o
I et U SBER! ¥ Ffafad SRt e S w7 yomel # 78 ) ffeary
QM Y ol ¥ |
On behalf of President of India, on line(e-tender) Two Part item rate tenders are invited
from competent and well experienced eligible contractors for the following work.

General and Industrial Housekeeping and sanitation

@ @1 T :|services for upkeep of areas and buildings at NFC,

Name of the Work Hyderabad.
GG .
![Rs. 630.41 Lakhs
Estimated Cost
T T IR .|On non-Judicial stamp paper of Rs.100/- duly
Eamest Money Deposit ‘| notarized in original, shall be submitted
3 B Iy

_ :|12 Months
Duration of contract

Frges 2@ Ik E-RRa a1
SEeS BRIl
Period for free view and
downloading of e-tender
et B IR THd B
B 3 Ry

Due date for online submission
of bids

IS vl B I B B
<7 Yy
Due date for submission of hard
copies

Al G B 7y
Date of opening of bid

:(18.06.2021 to 05.07.2021

:(24.07.2021

:(04.08.2021

:(04.08.2021

YR WRPR, AaRer faumr
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, DEPARTMENT OF SPACE
Jefter e siaRer g IR

SATISH DHAWAN SPACE CENTRE SHAR
fAmfor wg arRemT W g
CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE GROUP

/SRIHARIKOTA-524124.

e-Tender Notice No.CMG/C/K 2187005

g-fAfaer ¥ifém =1 / E-TENDER BRIEF NOTICE
$-fAfareT wge 4. ot /<f /& 2187005

1. YRS P IFURY B R A FrferRd drf & forg gevae arnfi-< Ffaer $-deRmgrr
3y &/ On Behalf of the President of India, item-rate tender is invited
through e-tendering for the following work(s).

fafer/Dt:15/06/2021

TNAEU 31, 23R / ECIL Post, Hyderabad-500062
CORRIGENDUM
Tender Notice No.: C/1243/2021

Dates for Tender for the work “NFC Kota Township: Construction of One Block Of Type-
I1l, Two Blocks of Type-IV & One Block of Type-V Residential Buildings (Stilt + 13
Floors) including Civil, PH, Internal Electrical & Fire Fighting Works for Nuclear Fuel
Complex Township at Rawatbhata, Rajasthan” - T.N.No. C/1243/2021 are extended.
Tender request: Up to 26.06.2021, Site Visit: 28.06.2021 & 29.06.2021, Online
submission: 20.07.2021 upto 21:00 hrs, Last Date for Submission of Hard Copies:
28.07.2021 up to 14.00 hrs. Online opening of tender (Envelop-l) : 28.07.2021 @
15.00hrs. Eligibility criteria for participation are available in detailed NIT of tender
document uploaded in www.tenderwizard.com/DAE.

Dy. Chief Engineer (CED,PD&EP)

For and on behalf of President of India

OMNGC, Assam & Assam Arakan Basin, Jorhat invites Expression of
Interest (EQI) to carry out "SUPPLY AND OPERATION OF GAS
COMPRESSION AND CASCADING SYSTEM FOR OPERATION OF DGB
SYSTEM IN CATERPILLAR ENGINES OF DRILLING RIGS AT JORHAT™
as per the schedule given below:

Downloading of brief details : 16.06.2021 to 07.07.2021.
Registration of firms for EOI : 09.07.2021.

Last Date for Submission of EOl documents : 09.07.2021.

Date of EOl meeting : 20.07.2021.

Mode of EOl Meet : onlina.

For details of EQl and downloading of brief scope of work please log on
to our website al https:/tenders.ongc.co.in

Period during which the tender
documents can be requested

faraxor i
Name of work Details
Hehter e aicRer dhg ok F aref sHr =T 3 g
yHYEE gu qad_ RIS (4 WaAY @1 fAefor -

BT T AH Rifaret vat o1 waeg wrf)

Title of Work Second Launch Pad Augmentation Project for
Semi Cryo Stage at SDSC SHAR (Construction of
4Buildings - Civil & PH Works)

IS 9. 7 Ry et /+/ & 2187005, fif¥: 15.06.2021

NIT No & Date CMGI/C/K 2187005, Dt: 15.06.2021

ffaer &t srgmfaa amra

Estimated Cost put to tender %1513.00 =/ Lakhs

IR HA Y 3

Period of Completion 12 (are) %€/ Months

ffder axarsT A 6t safer 18/06,/2021 Y 10:00 a1 A 30,/06 /2021

1 14:00 g1 &< | From: 18/06/2021,10:00 Hrs
To: 30/06/2021,14:00 Hrs

Ffdersil # srets B Bg
sifer ffdr a wg /

Last date and time for
uploading of tenders.

05/07/2021 =t 14:30 7=t / Hrs

favga ffaeT Afew SR ar=rar ArESl o A B JgwTET www.nfe.gov.in TR ST
ST F&AT 2 | The detailed tender notice and eligibility criteria can be seen in NFC
Website www.nfc.gov.in. fAfaeT Twarasil 1 dae www.tenderwizard.com/DAE @1
EERIERAG] f&aT ST AHT & | Tender documents can be downloaded only
from website www.tenderwizard.com/DAE. $23®H qiferdie & U I Fod— | | |
RfStear exmer W @Rt o MAfer 1 Sedde dem 91 oF ¥g 9w
www.tenderwizard.com/DAE # 39T ST Gof &RATT 8T | The intended bidders
must have valid Class-IlIl digital signature and should enroll with
www.tenderwizard.com/DAE for downloading the tender and participation. U —F
— X H¥AT Contact : 040-271804016/4677/4202, even@nfc.gov.in

gl sdi- aks aeers aiftrar (@, fiva, Wwigw. & o)/

Senior Superintending Engineer (Q, PH, CMS & EM)

g o ($ewEl) Earnest
Money Deposit (EMD)

Hemd-1 & w9 F et RufRa oo J sarm afér
STHT SO O IR
Declaration shall be submitted in prescribed format
enclosed as Annexure-1

a1 Earnest Money Deposit

2. PRI g IR faRee <gartT ST T (THomidh) 2 T SRee www.isro.gov.in T
www.tenderwizard.comISRO @ @ o/ Rewr w FRa cwst & o
www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO W S a1 Y . 08623 226447, 226420 R HIH X
Interested tenderers may please refer Detailed Notice Inviing Tender (NIT)fromwebsite
www.isro.gov.in / www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO. For further details and purchase of
tender documents visit www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO, Ph: 08623 226447, 226420.

g o, Hoesft, vadewsdt e / Group Head, CMG, SDSC SHAR

Government of India
Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying (Department of Fisheries)
+. Central Institute of Fisheries Nautical and Engineering Training (CIFNET), Fine Arts Avenue, Cochin -16

ADMISSION NOTIFICATION 2021
Applications are invited for the admission of BFSc(NS)/VNC/MFC for the year 2021-2022 and the application form and Prospectus can
be downloaded from CIFNET website: www.cifnet.gov.in and applied with necessary documents.

BACHELOR OF FISHERY SCIENCE (NAUTICAL SCIENCE)

VESSEL NAVIGATOR COURSE(VNC) / MARINE FITTER COURSE(MFC)

COURSE DETAILS
1. Four year degree programme ( 8 semester) with
integrated practical & onboard training on ocean going
fishing vessels
2. Affiliated to CUSAT, Kochi, recognized by UGC and ap-
proved by DG Shipping, Mumbai
3. The course will be conducted at CIFNET, Kochi only.
4. They are eligible for CDC
ELIGIBILITY : 10 + 2 with minimum 50% marks in all subjects
ofPCB or PCM and only pass in 10 + 2 with PCB or PCM is enough
for SC/ST and the candidates, who are appearing for 10+2 exams
during 2021 are also eligible.
AGE : 17 to 20 years as on 1% October, 2021( max. age for lateral
entry — 22 years)
Intake Capacity : (40+5 )seats (Gen/Gen-EWS/OBC/SC/ST/ — 38,
NRI -1, Foreign National — 1, Lateral Entry System -5 (refer
prospectus )
MODE OF SELECTION : Based on MARKS obtained in 12t
Standard
Application fee : Rs. 500/- for General/OBC and Rs. 250/-
for SC/ST

COURSE DETAILS

ELIGIBILITY : Pass in 10" Standard with 40% marks in Maths and Science
separately and the candidates who are appearing for 10" exams during 2021
are also eligible.

AGE : 15 to 20 yrs as on 1t August 2021.Upper Age is relaxable to SC/ST by
Syrs

Intake capacity : VNC -20, MFC-20 at CIFNET Kochi/Chennai/Vizag
(Gen/Gen-EWS/OBC/SC/ST - 16 seats &State Government Sponsorship — 4
seats at each centre/course preferably from fishermen community)

MODE OF SELECTION : Based on MARKS obtained in 10*" Standard

Note : The Selected candidates will be paid Rs.1500/- per month as stipend
and on completion of VNC/MFC, Post Institutional Training will also be
offered with stipend of Rs. 20500/- pm and onetime Uniform allowance of
Rs.2500/- .

Application fee : Rs. 300/- for General/OBC and Rs. 150/- for SC/ST

1. Two years trade course ( 4 semester) with practical training on
board fishing vessel out at sea and these Courses introduced by
DGET, New Delhi under Craftsmen Training Scheme of NCVT

2. The courses are conducted at CIFNET Kochi/Chennai/Visakhapat-
nam

3. They are eligible for CDC.

Kochi-682016 “

1. Filled in application along with necessary documents like marksheet(SSLC/HSC), community certificate if SC/ST/OBC(NCL)/EWS and also the
receipt/UTR number generated for the payment of application fee through online must be sent to “The Director, CIFNET, Fine Arts Avenue,

2. Last Date to receive the filled in application along with necessary documents is 15®"july, 2021

A.K. CHOUDHURY, DIRECTOR

cM
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MARKET WATCH

17-06-2021 % CHANGE

Sensex 52,323 .. -0.34

US Dollar 74.08 . -1.04
Gold 46,863 -1.99
Brent oil 72.67 . -2.96
PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports 646.90......-59.80
Asian Paints 3060.30....... 41.60
Axis Bank 738.60.....-11.20
Bajaj Auto 4053.90......-56.55
Bajaj Finserv. 11818.55 37.60
Bajaj Finance 6050.25 31.35
Bharti Airtel 528.65 -8.10
BPCL 476.90. -4.35
Britannia Ind 3658.15 18.70
Cipla 950.95 -5.80
Coal India 152.15 -3.40
Divis Lab 4302.35 1.65
Dr Reddys Lab 5286.50...-119.60
Eicher Motors 2673.75 67.30
Grasim Ind 1458.20......-11.00
HCL Tech 986.40 7.00
HDFC 2487.30.....-34.15
HDFC Bank 1466.10 18.50
HDFC Life 700.30 8.15
Hero MotoCorp 2914.10....-61.30
Hindalco 369.25....-11.00
Hind Unilever 2417.70 9.80
ICICI Bank 633.00 -7.10
Indusind Bank 984.05......-29.65
Infosys 1495.30 14.70
Indian OilCorp 114.60 -1.30
ITC 205.65 -2.20
JSW Steel 696.35 -9.05
Kotak Bank 1766.05 5.45
L&T 1487.55 -3.35
M&M 805.70 -0.45
Maruti Suzuki 6969.35... -144.90
Nestle India Ltd. ... 18059.05 93.85
NTPC 117.40 -2.40
ONGC 125.10 -1.60
PowerGrid Corp 239.85 -2.30
Reliance Ind 2215.65 4.05
SBI Life 983.30 -8.50
State Bank 420.25 -5.70
Shree Cement 28368.10.....143.35
Sun Pharma 665.05 -3.50
Tata  Consumer
Products Ltd. 745.00 9.10
Tata Motors 345.65 -3.70
Tata Steel 1103.75......-38.40
TCS 3317.75 43.40

Tech Mahindra 1080.25 11.10
Titan 1711.40 -3.55
UltraTech Cement.....6704.85.....117.45
UPL 835.05.......-3.15

Wipro 558.70 3.45

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit ex-
cept yen at 4 p.m. on June 17

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL

US Dollar 73.88......74.20
Euro 88.14.......88.52
British Pound 103.05.... 103.50
Japanese Yen (100)...66.71.......67.03
Chinese Yuan 11.48....11.53
Swiss Franc 80.73.....81.08
Singapore Dollar 55.11 55.36
Canadian Dollar 59.89.....60.15
Malaysian Ringitt 17.84 17.93

Source:Indian Bank

IN BRIEF

TVS Motor unveils iQube
e-scooter in Chennai
CHENNALI

TVS Motor Company
unveiled its electric scooter
'TVS iQube' here. The EV is
already available in New
Delhi and Bengaluru. TVS
iQube is an urban scooter
powered by an advanced
electric drivetrain and next-
generation SmartXonnect
platform. Priced at 1,15,218,
it is available for online
booking and contactless
delivery, the company said.

Natco Pharma net drops
43% as revenue declines
HYDERABAD

Natco Pharma reported a
43% decline in consolidated
net profit for Q4 to ¥53 crore
on the back of lower revenue
in the base business. Total
income dropped 25% to
¥359.7 crore. For FY21, the
net profit slid 3.4% to
442 .4 crore. Natco Pharma
said it was able to sustain
revenue during the year
despite significant negative
impact of the pandemic on
the base business.

CII urges ¥3-lakh crore stimulus

Industry group pushes for cash transfers, fuel tax cut to help revive demand

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Mooting ‘urgent’ fiscal sup-
port to shore up the econo-
my, industry body CII on
Thursday said the govern-
ment has room to provide a
Z3-lakh crore stimulus and
advocated a reduction in
fuel taxes and enhancement
in cash transfers to house-
holds to revive demand.
Stressing that livelihoods
had taken a severe hit due to
the COVID-19 pandemic,
Confederation of Indian In-
dustry (CII) president T.V.
Narendran called for em-
ployment generation to be
the central focus of policy
measures and an expansion
of the central bank’s balance
sheet to accommodate a fis-
cal push of 1.3% of GDP.
“The ongoing second
wave has had a significant
impact on economic activity

 Flipkart challenges court

Nadella is
Microsoft
chairman

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW YORK

Microsoft’s India-born
CEO Satya Nadella has
been appointed as the
technology giant’s new
chairman, an additional
role in which he will
“lead the work to set the
agenda for the board.”
Microsoft Corp. on
Wednesday announced

that the  board’s
independent directors
unanimously elected

Mr. Nadella to the role
of board chair.

“In this role, Mr.
Nadella will lead the
work to set the agenda
for the board,” the
company said.

Cash in hand: It's not a good idea to raise resources via higher

taxes at a time of recession, says T.V. Narendran. =k.picHUMANI

in this quarter and a large
part of the labour force faced
health issues, either them-
selves or in their families,”
Mr. Narendran said, stress-
ing that health exigencies
and job losses had squeezed
spending ability.

Terming the demand
shock as a big area of con-
cern for India’s consump-
tion-led economy, the CII

president said the cumula-
tive impact of two waves on
incomes, livelihoods and
consumer sentiment, cou-
pled with increase in house-
hold medical expenses, are
likely to impact consumer
demand for some time.
“There is always a tempta-
tion to raise resources
through higher taxation to
fund higher spending. But

order on antitrust probe

‘Move to allow investigation erroneous’

REUTERS
NEW DELHI

Walmart’s Flipkart has filed
a legal challenge against the
restarting of an antitrust
probe into the company, ar-
guing in a court filing that
the investigation would
cause “irreparable injury.”

The Competition Com-
mission of India began an
investigation in January last
year following a complaint
that Flipkart and Amazon
promoted select sellers on
their e-commerce platforms
and used deep discounts to
stifle competition.

The companies have de-
nied wrongdoing and near-
immediate legal challenges
from the pair stalled the
probe for more than a year

Sugar season likely to

end with lesser stocks
Exports may touch 70 lakh tonnes: ISMA

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
COIMBATORE

The closing balance of sugar
stocks in the country during
the current season ending
September is expected to be
20-25 lakh tonnes lesser
than the previous season,
according to the Indian Su-
gar Mills Association (ISMA).

The closing stock last sea-
son (October 2019-Septem-
ber 2020) stood at 107 lakh
tonnes, ISMA said.

Mills have produced
306.65 lakh tonnes between
October last year and June
15 this year. This is 35.54
lakh tonnes higher than last
season’s production for the
corresponding period.

According to the sugar
mills and ISMA’s estimates,
total sugar sales by mills in
May stood at 22.35 lakh
tonnes against the domestic
sales quota of 22 lakh

tonnes. “Sugar sales by mills
in March stood at 22.34 lakh
tonnes, 23.13 lakh tonnes in
April and 22.35 lakh tonnes
in May,” ISMA said.

The total sugar sales dur-
ing the current year (Octob-
er 2020-September 2021)
may cross the estimate of
260 lakh tonnes, which will
be 8-10 lakh tonnes higher
than last season. Further,
sugar exports this year are
likely to be about 70 lakh
tonnes, the association said.

until a court last week al-
lowed it to resume, having
dismissed arguments that
the CCI lacked evidence.

The fresh appeal from
Flipkart, filed on June 16, ar-
gues that decision to allow
the probe to resume was er-
roneous and must be put on
hold.

The filing, which was not
made public, also urged the
court to quash the initial CCI
order for the investigation.

Mercedes
unveils S-Class
car atX2.17 cr.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI
Mercedes-Benz has intro-
duced the seventh-genera-
tion S-Class car in India
with prices starting at 32.17
crore for S400d 4MATIC
and 2.19 crore for S450
4MATIC, ex-showroom.
“The S-Class has been
one of the much anticipat-
ed luxury cars in the mar-
ket with unparalleled cus-
tomer trust and loyalty,”
said Martin Schwenk, MD
& CEO, Mercedes-Benz In-
dia. Cumulatively, more
than 8,000 S-Class cars
have been sold in India.
“We are seeing demand
for all our products. In the
first six months, we have
seen 50% sales growth ov-
er the same period last
year. We will keep intro-
ducing new products to re-
vive the market,” added
Mr. Schwenk.

we believe it’s not a good
idea at the time when the
economy is in recession, and
instead some tax reductions
could incentivise spending,”
he said, calling for a reduc-
tion in excise duties on fuel,
some temporary GST rate
cuts and inclusion of Avia-
tion Turbine Fuel (ATF) un-
der the GST regime.

High fuel prices are im-
pacting businesses as well,
he said, especially in sectors
such as aviation where ATF
costs are 60% of total costs.

“We will recommend that
the Centre takes a balanced
view on the need to manage
inflation and push growth,
and the way they deal with
oil prices is one part of the
puzzle that needs to be
fixed,” said Mr. Narendran,
who is the global chief exec-
utive officer and managing
director of Tata Steel.

WiproIT to
issue $750-mn
dollar notes

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI
Wipro said its step-down
subsidiary, Wipro IT Ser-
vices, will issue U.S. dollar-
denominated notes worth
$750 million on June 23.
The net proceeds of the
notes, which are proposed
to be listed on Singapore
Exchange Securities Trad-
ing Ltd., are intended for
refinancing existing debt

and general corporate
purposes.

A filing said the fixed
rate, senior, unsecured

notes will entail coupon
rate at 1.5% per annum,
payable semi-annually on
June 23 and December 23
each year, starting Decem-
ber 23, 2021. The notes will
be guaranteed by Wipro.

Shares slip, rupee falls as Fed
signals earlier rate increases

Sensex slides 0.34%, rupee drops to weakest since early May

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI
Equity benchmarks fell for
the second straight session
on Thursday, mirroring
weakness in global markets
after the U.S. Federal Re-
serve surprised investors by
signalling  faster-than-ex-
pected rate increases.

A sharp drop in the rupee
— which plunged 76 paise
against the dollar — also
sapped risk appetite, traders
said. The 30-share BSE Sen-
sex ended 0.34% lower at
52,323.33. The broader NSE
Nifty declined 76.15 points,
or 0.48%, to 15,691.40.

Banking and finance
stocks accounted for most of
the losses, while the IT pack
saw brisk buying, fuelled by
a weak rupee. Indusind

Bank was the top loser in the
Sensex, shedding 2.9%, fol-
lowed by Dr. Reddy’s, NTPC,
Maruti, Bajaj Auto, Axis
Bank, Bharti and HDFC.
UltraTech Cement, Asian
Paints, TCS, Infosys, Tech
Mahindra and HCL Tech
were among major gainers.
“Domestic equities traded
weak today on account of
weak global cues... as inves-
tors focused more on the

Indian IT on track to hit
revenue goal: Nasscom

‘Sector continues to be net job creator’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The Indian IT industry is on
track to meet its vision of
$300-350 billion in revenue
by 2025, given strong deal
pipelines and a bright busi-
ness outlook, industry asso-
ciation Nasscom said on
Thursday.

The industry was a net
hirer of skilled talent, ad-
ding 1.38 lakh people in
FY21, and had ‘robust’ hir-
ing plans for FY22 with top
players TCS, Infosys, Wipro,
HCL Tech and Tech Mahin-
dra planning to add more
than 96,000 employees, it
said. Responding to media
reports about automation
leading to job losses, the as-
sociation said the industry

would continue to be a net
creator of jobs.

“Nasscom would like to
clarify... around hiring and
job creation,” it said. “With
the evolution of technology
and increasing automation,
the nature of traditional IT
jobs and roles will evolve,
overall leading to the crea-
tion of newer jobs.” The IT
and BPM sectors together
had headcount of more than
4.5 million as of March 2021.

Tube Investments Q4 profit
surges 74% as sales improve

Board declares final dividend of X1.50 per share

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI
Tube Investments of India
Ltd.’s (TII) reported standa-
lone net profit for the fourth
quarter ended March rose
74% to X129 crore on account
of higher sales revenue.

Total revenue from opera-
tions rose by 58% to 1,480
crore. Engineering segment
reported a revenue of 3854
crore (¥545 crore), metal-
formed products 401 crore
(%301 crore) and cycles and
accessories 3301 crore (X129
crore) respectively, it said.

The company also imple-
mented a voluntary retire-
ment scheme incurring
13.33 crore. Profit before
tax (after exceptional items)
stood at X162 crore.

“TII has closed the year
with a healthy performance

M.A.M. Arunachalam

post revival of the economy
from the first wave of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic,” said
M.A.M. Arunachalam, chair-
man. “The results are encou-
raging considering that the
company had lost almost
one full quarter of opera-
tions,” he said.

“We are hopeful that with
governments’ constant en-

deavour to control the
spread of the COVID-19 pan-
demic and efforts towards
maintaining the momentum
in economic activity, the im-
petus in our operations is
likely to continue,” he said.

The board recommended
a final dividend of 1.50 per
share and also approved
fresh long-term borrowing
of 3200 crore for FY22
through the issue of private-
ly-placed secured non-con-
vertible debentures.

TII said it acquired con-
trolling stake of CG Power
and Industrial Solutions Ltd.
as on November 30, 2020
and hence, the consolidated
results include revenue for
the period December 2020
to March 2021 of 1,393 crore
and profit before tax (before
exceptions) of ¥ 67 crore.

U.S. Federal Reserve raising
the country’s economic
growth forecast while noting
its projection to hike interest
rates sooner than expected,”
said Vikas Jain, Senior Re-
search Analyst at Reliance
Securities.

“The Fed raised the U.S.
growth forecast to 7% this
year, while officials moved
their first projected rate in-
creases from 2024 into 2023
and opened talks about
when to pull back on the
$120 billion in monthly bond
purchases,” Mr. Jain added.

The rupee dropped 1% to
74.08, its weakest level since
early May, while the bench-
mark 10-year bond yield slid
slightly to end at 6.04%.

(With  inputs  from
Reuters)

7777 crore
returned in 6
shut schemes

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Franklin Templeton Mu-
tual Fund (MF) on Thurs-
day said it had returned
17,777 crore to unit hol-
ders of six shuttered debt
schemes till June 15.

This amounts to 71% of
assets under management
(AUM) as on April 23, 2020,
when the fund house shut
its six debt mutual fund
schemes citing redemption
pressures and lack of li-
quidity in the bond mar-
ket. Further, cash to the
tune of I580 crore was
available for distribution as
on June 15, the fund house
said. In the latest disburse-
ment during the week of
June 5, investors were paid
33,205 crore.

‘Online casual
gaming to
grow at 29%’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

India’s online casual gam-
ing sub-segment, a ¥6,000-
crore industry in FY2l, is
projected to reach 16,900
crore in FY25, growing at a
CAGR of 29%, KPMG said in
astudy.

The sub-segment ac-
counted for 44% of India’s
total online gaming indus-
try in FY21 and its share is
likely to touch 58% by
FY25, showed the study tit-
led ‘Beyond the tipping
point - A primer on casual
gaming in India.’

In terms of users, as per
the report, at 420 million
gamers in FY21, it account-
ed for 97% of the total gam-
ers in India. However, the
sub-segment was signifi-
cantly under-indexed on
monetisation with lower
ARPUs as compared with
other gaming markets.

Belgium breaks Danish hearts

Books a last-16 slot with a come-from-behind win

EURO 2020

ASSOCIATED PRESS

COPENHAGEN

Substitute Kevin de Bruyne
set up one goal and scored
the winner himself to give
Belgium a 2-1 victory over
Denmark in a European
Championship game
marked by an emotional tri-
bute to Christian Eriksen in
the first half.

De Bruyne came on after
halftime for his first appea-
rance since sustaining a fa-
cial fracture in the Cham-
pions League final and
squared the ball for Thorgan
Hazard to equalise in the
55th minute. He then scored
in the 71st with a low shot
from outside the area.

The win put Belgium into
the round of 16 at Euro 2020.

CcM
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Super sub: Kevin De Bruyne came off the bench to play a
starring role for Belgium. =reuters

It was Denmark’s first
game since Eriksen’s col-
lapse and the host team
started at a furious pace at a
raucous Parken Stadium.
Yussuf Poulsen scored with a
low shot inside the far post
in only the second minute.

Players from both teams

»

halted play after 10 minutes
as the 25,000 fans at the sta-
dium rose for a minute of
thunderous applause in tri-
bute to Eriksen.

The result: Group B: Den-
mark 1 (Poulsen 2) lost to Bel-
gium 2 (T. Hazard 55, De
Bruyne 70).

Eriksen to be
fitted with
cardiac device

ASSOCIATED PRESS
COPENHAGEN

Christian Eriksen will be
fitted with an implantable
device to monitor his heart
rhythm, the Danish soccer
federation said on Thurs-
day. Eriksen is recovering
in a Copenhagen hospital
after suffering cardiac ar-
rest during Denmark’s
game against Finland at the
European Championship.

The Danish federation
said doctors have deter-
mined that Eriksen needs
to have an ICD — implanta-
ble cardioverter defibrilla-
tor.

“This device is neces-
sary after a cardiac attack
due to rhythm disturbanc-
es,” the federation said in a
statement.

[taly motors ahead like a supercar into pre-quarters

ASSOCIATED PRESS
ROME

The wingers sprint forward
like Ferraris. The midfielders
are just as capable at scoring
as the forwards. And the re-
serves look like starters.

A new-look Italy is im-
pressing with its offensive
flair at the European
Championship.

Midfielder Manuel Loca-
telli scored two goals Wed-
nesday and the Azzurri beat
Switzerland 3-0 to become
the first team to reach the
last 16 at Euro 2020, and
they did it with a game to
spare.

They also did it with their
10th consecutive victory.

“'m fortunate to have
great players who enjoy play-
ing soccer, like to have fun
and take some risks — which
is the essence of soccer,” Ita-
ly coach Roberto Mancini
said.

Letting fly: Manuel Locatelli, left, scores Italy's second
against Switzerland. =ap

As usual — and perhaps
the only characteristic car-
ried on from Italy teams of
the past — the defence was
impenetrable.

Italy leads Group A with a
six points, Wales has four,
Switzerland one and Turkey
Zero.

In Group C, Ukraine

edged out North Macedonia
2-1in Bucharest on Thursday
to give its hopes of reaching
the last 16 a boost.

The results: Group A: Italy 3
(Locatelli 26, 52, Immobile 89)
bt Switzerland O.

Group C: Ukraine 2 (Yarmo-
lenko 29, Yaremchuk 34) bt
North Macedonia 1 (Alioski 57).

»

By The Numbers

| 1 - Italy became the first to
qualify for this edition's
knockouts with a game to
spare

® 10 - This is Italy's 10th
consecutive victory in all
competitions

m 29 - ltaly's unbeaten
streak, one shy of the team
record

TODAY'S MATCHES
|__GROUP E |

Sweden vs Slovakia
6.30 p.m.

GROUP D

Croatia vs Czech Republic

England vs Scotland
12.30 a.m. (Saturday)

Live on Sony Ten 2, 3 &
Sony Six (SD & HD)
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History beckons as India and New Zealand battle for supremacy

In a contest for the ages, Kohli and Williamson eye a global triumph as evenly matched sides try to outwit each other in seaming and swinging conditions

WTC FINAL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SOUTHAMPTON

Virat Kohli carries the expec-
tations of a billion while
cricket romantics will pin
their hopes on Kane William-
son when India and New Zea-
land engage in a battle to
create a lasting legacy in pris-
tine whites in the inaugural
World Test Championship fi-
nal starting here on Friday.

For the connoisseurs of
the glorious game, Test crick-
et is the ultimate format and
despite its aura, the 144-year-
old history needed a facelift
along with a context which
the World Test Champion-
ship provided despite va-
rious bottlenecks, including
the COVID-19 pandemic.

For Kohli, India’s most
successful Test captain, a tro-
phy-less cabinet doesn’t do
justice to the champion per-
former that he has been for a
decade. He needs a global tri-
umph. Every captain needs it
but perhaps the Indian cap-
tain wants it more.

Williamson stands in his
way with a bunch of fine
cricketers in international
cricket.

If Williamson happens to
stand with the ICC Test Mace
on the Hampshire Bowl bal-
cony, one might just smile
and think that perhaps “Nice
guys don’t always finish last”.

But, after two years and
half a dozen series later, a
battle-hardened Indian team
will give its all in a match,

from which the winning
team will also walk away
with a $1.6 million windfall.

Cheteshwar Pujara would
be ready to take more bruis-
es on his body if Neil Wagner
starts bowling short. Ajinkya
Rahane has grown in stature.

R. Ashwin wouldn’t mind
one bit if he can fool William-
son, Ross Taylor or the
dogged Henry Nicholls with
a carrom ball or a slider.

Ishant Sharma has grown
14 years older since that epic
WACA spell to Ricky Ponting
and India’s senior-most
player deserves to win a
World Championship as
much as anyone else.

Man to man, there is very
little to choose between the
two teams even though play-
ing New Zealand in condi-
tions that aid seam and
swing isn’t easy.

The teams:

India (final XI): Virat Kohli
(Capt.), Rohit Sharma, Shubman
Gill, Cheteshwar Pujara, Ajinkya
Rahane, Rishabh Pant, Ravindra
Jadeja, R. Ashwin, Jasprit Bum-
rah, Ishant Sharma and Mo-
hammed Shami.

New Zealand (from): Kane Wil-
liamson (Capt.), Tom Blundell,
Trent Boult, Devon Conway, Co-
lin de Grandhomme, Matt Hen-
ry, Kyle Jamieson, Tom Latham,
Henry Nicholls, Ajaz Patel, Tim
Southee, Ross Taylor, Neil
Wagner, B-J. Watling and Will
Young.

Umpires: Richard Illingworth
and Michael Gough; Match re-
feree: Chris Broad.

Match starts at 3 p.m. IST.

THE ULTIMATE

Test

As Kohli's India and Williamson's
New Zealand gear up for the
summit clash of the World Test
Championship (WTC), a look at
their journeys and how the teams

have fared against each other

HOW THE TEAMS

REACHED ROSE BOWL
ARRTTIVEER.

bt West Indies 2-0 (away), 2019

bt England 3-1 (home), 2021

‘We've been waiting for this

Situation we faced made us more hungry, says Kohli

ASHWIN ACHAL

ndia’s route to the World

Test Championship (WTC)
final has been anything but
smooth. From being on top
of the table before COVID-19
struck, the team found itself
in danger of missing the cut
when the International
Cricket Council (ICC)
changed the ranking points
system.

India had to turn it
around by winning the two
remaining series of the Test
cycle — against Australia
away and England at home —
to book a spot in the summit
clash.

Skipper Virat Kohli be-
lieves that the challenges
faced along the way only
served as motivation to per-
form. “It wasn’t supposed to
be a topsy-turvy ride (to the
WTC ﬁnal) When you re sit-

ting at home and the rules
change suddenly, you get
confused. We didn’t choose
to miss any matches in this
WTC cycle. In our minds, we
had already qualified way
before things got complicat-
ed. Looking back, whatever
happened was for the best.
If we had qualified earlier,
maybe we would have re-
laxed a little bit. The situa-
tion we faced made us more
hungry and determined. We
used it as fuel and motiva-
tion to move forward,” Kohli
said on the eve of the WTC fi-
nal clash against New
Zealand.

Kohli is not keen on the
‘nice guys’ tag earned by the
Kiwis. “I don’t understand
this term (‘nice guys’). I
don’t think any other team
has bad guys in it. For us,
New Zealand is a team with
quality players. It’s serious

FWTLIL oyt "

stuff out there. It’s not fun
and games. This is a huge
Test match. We’ve been
waiting for this opportuni-
ty,” he said.

Business on-field
Kohli may share a great bond
with his opposite number
Kane Williamson, but come
match day, it’s all business.
“Kane and I have become
friends over the last few
years, having played against
each other quite a bit. We
stay in touch, and there is a
good vibe when we meet.
But when you step into the
field, you want to get him
and everyone else in the
New Zealand team out as
early as possible. They
would want to do the same
to us. The camaraderie, un-
derstanding and bonding
happens off the field,” Kohli
said.
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One step away: The Indian contingent Wlll be determined to make the grand ﬁnale a

memorable one. =TwiTTER/BCCI

NEW ZEALAND

HEAD-TO-HEAD

No, it [the weather]
does not change
[things] from our
point of view as a
team. For us, it is

about covering all
the bases
KOHLI

—y)

‘The challenge is strong
against this Indian side’

We have similar strengths: Williamson

In famlllar zone: The New Zealand team will fancy its chances
in the seamer-friendly environment. =reuters

S. DIPAK RAGAV

fter missing the second

Test against England
due to an elbow niggle, New
Zealand skipper Kane Wil-
liamson confirmed he has
since improved ahead of the
WTC final that starts on
Friday.

“My elbow has improved
with the help of an injection
a few days back. I am still
managing but it has shown
signs of improvement,” said
Williamson on the eve of the
match.

When asked if it will be a
case of India’s batting
against the New Zealand
bowlers, Williamson said, “I
think there are a number of
areas of competition. We
know how strong the Indian
seam bowling attack is, the

quality of their spin and
clearly their batting is
world-class, so they are a ve-
ry good side and we are
aware of that. For us there
are some similar strengths
as well,” he added.

To a query about whether
his side goes into the contest
as favourites considering
they are the No. 1-ranked
side, the 30-year-old said,
“We are much more con-
cerned with the cricket that
we want to play and also ve-
ry realistic that India are an
incredibly strong side all
around the world, and right-
ly so recognised as the best
team. You have these rank-
ings, they take slightly diffe-
rent shapes everyday. But,
we know that the challenge
is very very strong against
this Indian side.”

THE ARCHITECTS

-

o

I INDIA I NEW ZEALAND [0 DRAWN
Inns N.O. Avg Ds/100
OVERALL WTC = Ajinkya Rahane 17 28 3 1095 115 43.80 6/3
26 21 E Rohit Sharma n 17 1 1030 212 64.37 2/4
N ~ -1 Virat Kohli 14 22 2 877 |254n.0.| 43.85 5/2
Matches Inns  Wkts. Avg R 0
59 =| R.Ashwin 13 24 67 7/145 | 20.88 46.9 4/0
; Mohammed Shami | 10 18 36 5/35 | 19.77 39.9 1/0
8 Ishant Sharma 1 20 36 5/22 | 17.36 36.3 3/0
NEW ZEALAND
= Inns N.O. Avg Ds/100
= Kane Williamson 9 14 0 817 251 58.35 1/3
g EREIPINI_B E Tom Latham n 18 1 680 154 40.00 5/
"""""""""" WEATHER: -1 Henry Nicholls 10 15 1 585 174 41.78 1/2
Rain has been Inns  WKkts. Avg R 0
""""""""" e TmSouthee | 10 | 20 | 51 | 5/32 | 2066 | 459 |  3/0
""""""""" the Test Kyle Jamieson 12 36 6/48 | 13.27 333 41
""""""""" Trent Boult 18 34 4/28 29.29 59.0 0/0

THE BATTLES IndiavsNew Zealand in Tests with Kohli and

Williamson at the helm

| 2016 2016 2020

2014

lost to England !
by 266 runs

2020

Indiawon i Indiawon : New Zealand won : New Zealand won
by197runs, : by 321runs, : by 10 wickets, i by seven wickets,
Kanpur : Indore : Wellington : Christchurch

THE BATTLEFIELD Indiain Tests at Southampton

Played
2

2018

i lost to England
i by 60 runs

New Zealand is yet to play a Test at the venue

FORM GUIDE

(last five matches, latest game first)
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N NEW
ZEALAND [RAICHERUR RN

COMPILED BY
R. NARAYANAN & G. PRASAD

GRAPHIC: A. GANESHAN

SOURCE: ICC & ESPNCRICINFO

A showcase of the immortals

Test cricket’s first final features stars befitting the occasion

K.C. VIJAYA KUMAR

Southampton’s present is
about a city with its nippy
air marinated in sea salts and
a nostalgia that includes the
Titanic which set sail in 1912,
never to return. It was also
the county — Hampshire —
that had the West Indian
great, the late Malcolm Mar-
shall, firing his thunderbolts.

In this setting of quaint
homes, undulating roads
and giggling waves, the wil-
low game’s oldest format will
finally have a summit clash
to formally coronate the
champion. Since 1877, Test
cricket has adhered to its un-
ique rhythms but there nev-
er was a singular match that
anointed one unit as the
numero uno!

Eventually with the Inter-
national Cricket Council
(ICC) conceptualising the
World Test Championship,
its endeavour will find frui-
tion when India and New
Zealand walk out at the
Ageas Bowl for that one ‘fi-
nal’ Test commencing on Fri-
day. England’s whimsical
summer also lures in the
rains and it is anybody’s
guess about who will have
the last laugh — Virat Kohli’s
men, Kane Williamson’s
dogged troops or the weath-
er gods with their penchant
of irony.

The last time the outfits

Shafali and Smriti give a bright start before India loses its way

The two add 167 for the opening wicket but the side slips to 187 for five at close

SCOREBOARD

INDIA IN ENG

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BRISTOL

Shafali Verma hit a brilliant
96 on debut and Smriti
Mandhana made 78 before
five quick wickets derailed
India as the visitors slumped
to 187 for five in the first in-
nings in reply to England's
396 for nine declared at
stumps on the second day of
the one-off Test here on
Thursday.

Shafali, who smashed 13
fours and two sixes, and
Smriti, who hit 14 fours, were
involved in a superb 167-run
stand off 48.5 overs for the
opening wicket before both
departed in quick time, trig-
gering a collapse.

Nightwatchman  Shikha
Pandey, skipper Mithali Raj
and Punam Raut got out in
quick succession as India lost
five wickets for 16 runs to

CM
K

give England the upperhand.

At close of play, Harman-
preet Kaur was batting on
four with Deepti Sharma for
company. India trails En-
gland by 209 runs.

Dunkley shines

Earlier, resuming at 269 for
six, England lost Katherine
Brunt (8) and Sophie Eccles-
tone (17) in the morning ses-
sion but debutant Sophia
Dunkley continued to frus-
trate the visitors and re-
mained unbeaten on 74 as
the hosts added 127 to their
overnight score. Dunkley
forged a 56-run partnership
with Ecclestone for the
eighth wicket and 70 for the
ninth with Anya Shrubsole
(47). It was Shrubsole’s ca-
reer-best score.

Debutant off-spinner Sneh
Rana finished with figures of
four for 131. Deepti Sharma
(three for 65) too impressed.

»

England — 1st innings: Lauren
Winfield-Hill ¢ Taniya b Pooja
35 (63b, 4x4, 2x6), Tammy
Beaumont c Shafali b Sneh 66
(144b, 6x4), Heather Knight
lbw b Deepti 95 (175b, 9x4),
Natalie Sciver lbw b Deepti 42
(75b, 6x4), Amy Jones lbw b
Sneh 1 (9b), Sophia Dunkley
(not out) 74 (127b, 9x4), Geor-
gia Elwiss c Deepti b Sneh 5
(11b), Katherine Brunt lbw b
Jhulan 8 (37b), Sophie Eccle-
stone c Shikha b Deepti 17 (56b,
1x4), Anya Shrubsole b Sneh 47
(33b, 6x4, 1x6); Extras (b-2,
b-1, w-1, nb-2): 6; Total (for
nine wkts. decl in 121.2 overs):
396.

Fall of wickets: 1-69 (Winfield-
Hill, 20.3 overs), 2-140 (Beau-
mont, 48.1), 3-230 (Sciver,
72.6), 4-236 (Jones, 75.4), 5-
244 (Knight, 78.1), 6-251(EL-
wiss, 81.2), 7-270 (Brunt, 93.6),
8-326 (Ecclestone, 111.3), 9-
396 (Shrubsole, 121.2).

India bowling: Jhulan 21-3-

58-1, Shikha 15-3-61-0, Pooja
14-3-53-1, Sneh 39.2-4-131-4,
Deepti 27-5-65-3, Harmanpreet
5-0-25-0

India — 1st innings: Smriti
Mandhana c Brunt b Sciver 78
(155b, 14x4), Shafali Verma c
Shrubsole b Cross 96 (151b,
13x4, 2x6), Punam Raut lbw b
Knight 2 (37b), Shikha Pandey
c&b Knight 0 (6b), Mithali Raj c
Beaumont b Ecclestone 2 (2b),
Harmanpreet Kaur (batting) 4
(10b, 1x4), Deepti Sharma (bat-
ting) O (4b); Extras (b-4, lb-1):
5; Total (for five wkts. in 60
overs): 187.

Fall of wickets: 1-167 (Shafali,
48.5), 2-179 (Smriti, 54.3), 3-
179 (Shikha, 55.6), 4-183
(Mithali, 57.2), 5-183 (Punam,
58.2).

England bowling: Brunt 9-1-
41-0, Shrubsole 10-2-18-0,
Sciver 7-1-21-1, Cross 12-4-40-1,
Ecclestone 16-1-61-1, Knight
6-5-1-2.

Takes two to tango: Smriti and Shafali forged a fine opening

stand, matching each other stroke for stroke.

=GETTY IMAGES

Who will have the mace? Williamson and Kohli will be keen
to lay their hands on the coveted prize. =icc

clashed in England, it was
the 2019 World Cup semifi-
nal at Manchester. The slow-
burn encounter stretched
across two days due to the
weather’s quirks and it gifted
delirium to New Zealand and
heartbreak to India. Since
then, much has changed ir-
revocably in a pandemic-rav-
aged world while Kohli and
Williamson have shepherded
their men towards success
and stability. Equally their
vice-captains delivered be it
Ajinkya Rahane in Australia
or Tom Latham in Old
Blighty.

New Zealand steps in
fresh from its series triumph
over England while for India
the WTC final is also a start-
ing block as the five-match
Test series against Joe Root’s
men will start on August 4.

Nadal pulls out of
Olympics

Wimbledon,

REUTERS

MADRID

Rafael Nadal pulled out of
Wimbledon and the Tokyo
Olympics on Thursday,
saying he took the decision
after consultations with his
team in a bid to prolong
his career.

The 35-year-old
Spaniard said the two-
week gap between the
French Open and
Wimbledon — which starts
on June 28 — was not
enough time for him to
recuperate after a
demanding claycourt
season where he played in
five tournaments.

“I have decided not to
participate at this year’s
Championships at
Wimbledon and the
Olympic Games in Tokyo,”
Nadal tweeted.

India may have missed its
best personnel at different
points during the Australian
tour and yet it found new he-
roes. This common thread of
resilience has also been the
spine that binds New Zea-
land and even way back in
the 1980s, it could hold its
own at home against Clive
Lloyd’s indomitable West In-
dians.

Kohli’s fire against Wil-
liamson’s ice, Rohit Sharma’s
belligerence against Trent
Boult’s swing or the prag-
matic textures that a Che-
teshwar Pujara or a Ross Tay-
lor offer are part of the
multiple threads that serve
as a splendid base for a
match with its reserve sixth
day just incase the skies os-
cillate between the deep
blue and the dark grey!

i)
0™
Rafael Nadal. =FiLe pHOTO

Nadal has won two gold
medals at the Olympics —
singles in 2008 at Beijing
and a doubles gold at Rio
2016.

“It’s never an easy
decision to take but after
listening to my body and
discussing it with my team
I understand that it is the
right decision.”
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India names tried-and-tested squad

The Rani Rampal-led team for Tokyo O

TV PICKS

WTC 2021 final: India vs
New Zealand: Star Sports 1
(SD & HD), 3 p.m.

England Women vs India
Women: Only Test, Sony Ten

1(SD & HD), 3.30 p.m.

Euro 2020: Sony Ten 2, 3 &
Sony Six (SD & HD), 6.30
p.m., 9.30 p.m. & 12.30 a.m.
(Saturday)

Golf: USGA-US Open cham-
pionship: Eurosport (SD &
HD), 11.30 p.m.

Copa America 2021: Sony
Ten 1 & 2 (SD & HD), 2.30
a.m. (Saturday); Sony Ten 2 &
Sony Six (SD & HD), 5.30 a.m.
(Saturday)

IN BRIEF

Gujrathi returns to
Champions Tour

NEW DELHI

The return of Vidit Gujrathi
will see four Indian
Grandmasters in the 16-
player $100,000 Goldmoney
Asian Rapid online chess
championship, which is part
of the Champions Tour,
beginning on June 26.

The players: Magnus Carlsen
(Nor), Ding Liren (Chn),
Levon Aronian (Arm), Anish
Giri (Ned), Wesley So (USA),
Alireza Firouzja (FIDE),
Jan-Krzysztof Duda (Pol),
Vidit Gujrathi, Daniil Dubov
(Rus), Peter Svidler (Rus),
Vladislav Artemiev (Rus),
Salem Saleh (UAE), B.
Adhiban, Hou Yifan (Chn), D.
Gukesh, and Arjun Erigaisi.

Milkha Singh ‘stable
and improving’

CHANDIGARH

Legendary Indian athlete
Milkha Singh is “stable and
improving" under the
constant supervision of a
medical team, after having
recovered from COVID-19,
PGIMER officials said here on
Thursday. The 91-year-old
was on Wednesday shifted
out of COVID ICU to another
section of the PGIMER
hospital. p1i

COPA AMERICA

TODAY'S SCHEDULE

Chile vs Bolivia
2.30 a.m. (Saturday)

Argentina vs Uruguay
5.30 a.m. (Saturday)

Live on Sony Ten 2 and
Sony 6 (SD & HD)

HOCKEY

UTHRA GANESAN
NEW DELHI

The Indian women’s hockey
team for the Tokyo Olympics
was announced on Thursday
with coach Sjoerd Marijne
sticking to a largely tried-
and-tested mix of youth and
experience.

The 16-member Rani
Rampal-led side has a core
group that has been together
for more than three years
now. While eight of the
players were part of India’s
previous outing in 2016 at
Rio Olympics, 12 of them
participated at the 2018
World Cup, where India
reached the last-eight and
the Asian Games, finishing
runner-up.

Besides Rani, others from
the Rio squad include Savita
Punia, Deep Grace Ekka,
Sushila Chanu Pukhram-
bam, Monika, Nikki Prad-
han, Navjot Kaur and Vanda-
na Katariya, with a total of
1,492 caps between them.

“This team has worked ve-
ry hard over the last few
years and has made progress
consistently. There’s a good
mix of experienced players
and new talent, which is ex-
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cellent,” ,
rijne said.
“We look forward to tak-

chief coach Ma-

Manish found cheating,
stripped of Natl. u-18 title

Aronyak Ghosh elevated as the winner

CHESS

RAKESH RAO
NEW DELHI

Five days after the comple-
tion of the National under-18
online rapid chess cham-
pionship, the All India Chess
Federation (AICF) on Thurs-
day took away the title from
Odisha’s Manish Kumar and
named Bengal’s Aronyak
Ghosh champion.

The development fol-
lowed the ruling of the Fair-
play panel that found con-
clusive evidence against
Manish of using unfair
means on his way to the
third place in the National

under-16 event on Tuesday.

“The members of the
Fairplay panel had doubts
over Manish’s play even in
the under-18, but there was
no conclusive evidence. But
during the under-16 cham-
pionship, Manish was found
cheating. The committee
unanimously decided to
nullify all his results,” con-
firmed AICF secretary Bha-
rat Singh Chauhan.

As a result, Aronyak and
Ayush Sharma, who tied
with Manish for the title,
were elevated as winner and
runner-up respectively. San-
kalp Gupta took the third
spot.

ing on the best in the world
in Tokyo. This is a team with
a lot of potential and drive
which we hope to channelise
to our best performance
yet,” he added.

This will only be the
ninth-ranked team’s third
Olympic appearance and se-

lympics has mix of youth and experience
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cond consecutive one.

The squad: Goalkeeper: Savita;
Defenders: Deep Grace Ekka,
Nikki Pradhan, Gurjit Kaur, Udi-
ta; Midfielders: Nisha, Neha
Goyal, Sushila Chanu, Monika,
Navjot Kaur, Salima Tete; For-
wards: Rani Rampal, Navneet
Kaur, Lalremsiami, Vandana Ka-
tariya, Sharmila Devi.

Harika in last eight

. Harika beat former

World champion Alex-
andra Kosteniuk of Russia to
move into the quarterfinals
of the Women’s Speed Chess
championship on Wednes-
day night. In a closely fought
encounter that went into
the four-game tie-breakers,
the Indian won 14.5-12.5.

Harika’s fine victory
came after India’s campaign
got off to a disappointing
start with Koneru Humpy
going down to Kazakhstan’s
Bibisara Assaubayeva on the
opening day last Saturday.
The other Indian in the fray,
R. Vaishali will meet China’s
Lei Tingjie on Saturday.

Hawks, Clippers post wins

NBA PLAYOFFS

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LOS ANGELES

Top-seeded  Philadelphia
76ers and Utah Jazz were on
the brink of elimination
from the NBA playoffs on
Wednesday after Atlanta
Hawks and Los Angeles Clip-

pers notched up against-
the-odds victories on the
road.

The results: EC: Philadelphia
76ers 106 lost to Atlanta
Hawks 10 (Hawks lead series
3-2).

WC: Utah Jazz 111 lost to LA
Clippers 119 (Clippers lead se-
ries 3-2).

Thursday.

10A signs MPL
as principal
sponsor for
Olympics

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Indian Olympic Asso-

ciation on Thursday an-
nounced an 38 crore spon-
sorship deal with MPL
Sports Foundation till the
end of 2022 and covering
major events in the period.

The deal will see MPL
coming on board as the
principal sponsor for the
Indian contingents at the

Tokyo Olympics and the
© 2022 Asian Games & Com-

monwealth Games.

In addition, it will also
supply the official sports
kit for the contingents at

the Asian and Common-
: wealth Games, the IOA said

in a statement. Interesting-

ly, it does not include the

Olympics kits which will re-
main unbranded.
Meanwhile, Amul has
signed a 1 crore deal till
December 31 this year
specifically covering the

Tokyo Olympics.
Three share
lead; title-race
- wide open

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A.R. Tlamparthy (Tamil Na-

du), Sandip Nagare (Maha-
rashtra) and Veny Akkarak-
aran (Kerala) shared the
lead with 6.5 points after
seven rounds of the Nation-
al under-14 online rapid
chess tournament on

With 22 players follow-
ing the leaders at six
points, and four rounds to

: go, the title-race is wide

open.
After llamparthy and Ak-

¢ karakaran drew their se-
¢ venth-round game on the
. top board, Nagare defeated
¢ Alekhya Mukhopadhyay to

emerge as the only winner

© from the first seven boards.

Vijayakrishna passes away

SPORTS REPORTER
BENGALURU

Former Karnataka all-roun-
der B. Vijayakrishna passed
away here on Thursday fol-
lowing a cardiac arrest, the
Karnataka State Cricket Asso-
ciation stated. He was 71.

A left-arm spinner and
southpaw batsman, Vijayak-
rishna played 80 First Class
and two List-A matches. In
First Class cricket he scored
2,297 runs (average 25.8) and
took 194 wickets.

Vijayakrishna was part of
the Karnataka team that won
three Ranji Trophy titles —
1973-74, 197778 and 1982-83.

Vijayakrishna represented
Karnataka with distinction in
a 15-year domestic career.
Despite his considerable ta-
lent, Vijayakrishna could not
break into the Indian team.

B. Vijayakrishna.

Bopanna and Divij lose

INDIANS ABROAD

SPORTS BUREAU
HALLE
Rohan Bopanna and Diivj
Sharan were beaten 6-3, 7-6
(3) by Sander Gille and Joran
Vleigen of Belgium in the
quarterfinals of  the
€1,455,925 Halle Open on
Thursday. The Indian pair
collected 90 ATP points and
€14,340.

In the ITF men’s event in
Tunisia, Siddhant Banthia
and USA’s Alexander Kotzen

made the doubles
semifinals.
Other results:€1,455,925

Halle Open: Doubles (quarter-
finals): Sander Gille & Joran
Vliegen (Bel) bt Rohan Bopan-
na & Diivj Sharan 6-3, 7-6(3).
€132,280 Challenger, Notting-
ham: Pre-quarterfinals: Kamil
Majchrzak (Pol) bt Ramkumar
Ramanathan 6-4, 6-3.
$15,000 ITF men, Monastir,
Tunisia: Doubles (quarterfi-
nals): Alexander Kotzen (USA)
& Siddhant Banthia bt Nicolas
Bruna (Chi) & Imanol Lopez
Morillo (Esp) 7-6(5), 6-4.

Berrettini stops Murray

AGENCIES
LONDON
Andy Murray’s grasscourt
return was cut short in bru-
tal fashion at Queen’s Club
as Italian top seed Matteo
Berrettini dished out a 6-3,
6-3 defeat to the five-time
winner on Thursday.
Berrettini’s huge first
serve and forehand did
most of the damage but the
Italian also showed plenty
of silky touch on the slick
lawns to register his first ca-

reer win over Murray. “I did
not play very well,” said
Murray, adding that just be-
ing back on court was not a
barometer of success for
him.

In another match, second
seed Denis Shapovalov beat
defending champion Feli-
ciano Lopez 6-2, 6-3.

Third seed Alexander
Zverev was bounced out by
France’s Ugo Humbert 7-6
(4), 3-6, 6-3 in the Halle
Open pre-quarterfinals.
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