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Gupkar alliance leaders decide Many opposition parties

A LT [ -
'56% of people surveyed
in Delhi had antibodies’
NEW DELHI
Over 56% of 12,000-13,000
people whose blood samples
were collected in April from
different parts of Delhi
showed antibodies against
COVID-19, a government
source said. The samples
were collected for the sixth
serological survey, but the
collection could not reach the
target as it had to be stopped
due to the surge in cases.
CITY » PAGE 3

'Sushil Ansal concealed
facts to renew passport’
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police has told a
court here that Sushil Ansal,
convicted in the 1997 Uphaar
cinema fire, which killed 59
people, played a fraud on
authorities by concealing
information about criminal
cases pending against him
while getting his passport
renewed. Police had earlier
informed the High Court that
three criminal cases were
pending against him in 2013.
CITY » PAGE 2
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Cong. goes into damage

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Amid growing tensions bet-
ween Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh and former
Minister Navjot Singh Sidhu,
top Congress leaders, includ-
ing former party president
Rahul Gandhi and Leader of

Yogi and RSS
leaders meet
BJP’s Maurya

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW
Amid speculation of diffe-
rences within the BJP in Ut-
tar Pradesh over the ques-
tion of leadership ahead of
the 2022 Assembly poll,
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath on Tuesday called on
Deputy Chief Minister Kesh-
av Prasad Maurya at the lat-
ter’s residence.

Though Mr. Adityanath
chose the occasion to offer

to attend meeting with Modi

Mehbooba Mufti pitches for dialogue with Pakistan on Kashmir issue

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

Responding to the invitation
from the Union Home Secre-
tary to meet Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, senior lead-
ers of the Gupkar alliance —
including National Confe-
rence’s (NC) Dr. Farooq Ab-
dullah and Peoples Demo-
cratic Party’s (PDP)
Mehbooba Mufti — on Tues-
day decided to attend the
meeting on June 24 in New
Delhi.

“We have received an invi-
tation from the PM. We are
going to attend the all-party
meeting. We will place our
stand before the PM and Un-
ion Home Minister. Later, we
will apprise the people
about the outcome. Our
stand remains the same,” Pe-
oples Alliance for the Gup-
kar Declaration (PAGD) pre-
sident Dr. Abdullah said.

The announcement fol-
lowed a meeting of the
PAGD, chaired by Dr. Abdul-
lah at his residence, attend-
ed by leaders of the NC, the
PDP, the CPI(M), the Awami
National Conference (ANC)
and the J&K Peoples Move-
ment.

The three invited leaders
are Dr. Abdullah, Ms. Mufti
and CPI(M)’s M.Y. Tarigami.

Ms. Mufti, who was said to
have been reluctant to at-
tend, said, “We are not
against a dialogue process. I

the Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge,
held back-to-back meetings
on Tuesday to resolve the
crisis.

Captain Amarinder Singh
(retd.), who met the All India
Congress Committee (AICC)
panel headed by Mr. Kharge
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Making a statement: Farooq Abdullah, centre, and Mehbooba Mufti with other leaders of the
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Gupkar Alliance during a press conference in Srinagar on Tuesday. =NISSAR AHMAD

did not want to be seen as
one playing spoilsport or
creating obstacles. It was an
invite from the PM, the high-
est office. I was of the opi-
nion that Dr. Abdullah
should represent the alliance
in the meeting since our
stand is same.”

The PDP leader also called
for a dialogue with Pakistan
on the Kashmir issue.
“There is a need to establish
peace in the entire region,
not just in J&K. Our govern-
ment is talking to the Taliban

in Doha. There should be a
dialogue with people of J&K
and also with Pakistan for a
resolution,” Ms. Mufti said.

Ms. Mufti, who has been a
vocal critic of the Centre’s
move to end J&K’s special
status and was jailed in 2019,
said it would have been
much better if the Centre
had initiated confidence
building measures ahead of
the meeting.

“I will raise the issue of
political prisoners too. New
Delhi should have released

control over Punjab

for the second time for over
three hours, is learnt to have
been told by the party lead-
ers that grievances of the
MLAs need to be resolved,
and the party must present a
united face for the 2022 As-
sembly poll.

“Everybody has said that

they will fight the poll to-
gether, and the party is unit-
ed under the leadership of
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi,” Mr. Kharge told a
news agency after meeting
the Punjab Chief Minister.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

all the political prisoners for
creating an atmosphere for
talks. I will seek shifting of
Kashmiri prisoners to Srina-
gar jails from outside,” she
added.

Mr. Tarigami, Gupkar al-
liance spokesman, seconded
Ms. Mufti on the release of
political leaders. “Prisoners
like Shabir Ahmed Shah are
very ill in prisons, and the re-
lease of inmates is inevitable
now,” he said.

CONG. TO ATTEND MEET » PAGE 9

skip Rashtra Manch meet

No deliberate exclusion of Congress, says NCP

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Rashtra Manch meeting,
hosted by Nationalist Con-
gress Party chief Sharad Pa-
war, in the Capital on Tues-
day turned out to be a damp
squib with a majority of the
opposition parties giving it a
miss, and many of them
sending in second line lead-
ers.

The Rashtra Manch was
an action group founded by
Yashwant Sinha in January
2018 when he was not in any
party. He is currently with
the Trinamool Congress.

The NCP was at pains to
explain that Mr. Pawar was
only playing the host and did
not organise the meeting. It
also explained that there
was no deliberate exclusion
of the Congress. Other than
the Congress, the DMK, the
RJD and the BSP too did not
send any representatives.

‘Pawar did not call meet’
Speaking to the media after
the meeting, NCP leader Ma-
jeed Memon said, “It has
been reported in the media
that this meeting of Rashtra
Manch was held by Sharad
Pawar to unite anti-BJP par-
ties. This is totally incorrect.
I want to clarify that this
meeting took place at Mr. Pa-
war’s residence but he
didn’t call this meeting.”

He also stressed that the
meeting should not be mis-
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Low attendance: Yashwant Sinha, left, and Sharad Pawar at
the Opposition leadersmeet in New Delhi on Tuesday. =p1i

construed as a big political
step taken by Mr. Pawar, ex-
cluding the Congress.

“Congress leaders Vivek
Tankha, Manish Tewari, Ka-
pil Sibal, Abhishek Manu
Singhvi and Shatrughan Sin-
ha were invited. Some of
them expressed genuine dif-
ficulties. The perception
that there is going to be a big
Opposition group excluding
the Congress is wrong,” Mr.
Memon said.

The participants included
National Conference leader
Omar Abdullah, Rashtriya
Lok Dal’s Jayant Chaudhary,
Aam Aadmi Party’s Susheel
Gupta, poet Javed Akhtar,
former Chief Election Com-
missioner S.Y. Qureshi, form-
er diplomat K.C. Singh and
Justice A.P. Shah (retired),
among others.

CPI general secretary D.
Raja and CPI(M) general se-
cretary Sitaram Yechury too
gave it a miss. Instead the
CPI was represented by Ra-
jya Sabha MP Binoy Viswom
and the CPI (M) by Polit Bu-
reau member Nilotpal Basu.

Team to be set up

Rashtra Manch coordinator
and Samajwadi Party spo-
kesperson Ghanshyam Tiwa-
ri said Mr. Sinha, who was
the convener of the plat-
form, would set up a team
that would put forth its vi-
sion on important issues af-
fecting citizens. “The sum-
mary of the meeting is that
there is a need for prepara-
tion of an alternative vision
in the country that is strong
to address issues related to
the common man,” he said.
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bereft of political signifi-
cance.

Ever since the BJP
stormed to power in the
State in 2017, an uneasy re-
lationship has existed bet-
ween Mr. Adityanath and
Mr. Maurya.

On Tuesday, Mr. Aditya-
nath, Deputy CM Dinesh
Sharma and top RSS lead-
ers Dattatreya Hosabale
and Krishna Gopal visited
Mr. Maurya. Soon after, Mr.
Maurya released pictures of
the meeting on social me-
dia, including one where he
is offering a saffron scarf to
Mr. Adityanath.

The show of unity within
the BJP in U.P. comes days
after Arvind Kumar Shar-
ma, former bureaucrat who
is now a BJP MLC, wrote a
letter to the party’s State
president Swatantra Dev
Singh affirming that though
the party could win solely
with the name of Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi, it
would enter the polls under
the joint leadership of Mr.
Modi and Mr. Adityanath.
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Sushil Ansal hid facts to renew
his passport, police tell court

3 criminal cases, including the Uphaar fire, were pending against him at the time

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police told a court
here that Sushil Ansal — con-
victed in the 1997 Uphaar ci-
nema fire incident that killed
59 people — played a fraud
on authorities by concealing
information about criminal
cases pending against him
while getting his passport
renewed.

“From the investigation, it
is clear that Sushil Ansal had
deliberately concealed the
information regarding crimi-
nal proceedings pending
against the applicant in any
court of law or that she/ he
has not been convicted by
any court of law for any cri-
minal offence in the past,”
the police said in its
chargesheet.

It also said Mr. Ansal was
issued a passport in 2013 on
a “tatkaal” application. The
affidavit under the “tatkaal”

|

Sushil Ansal =FiLE PHOTO

scheme required specific de-
position by the applicant to
the effect that there were no
criminal proceedings pend-
ing against the applicant in
any court of law or that she/
he has not been convicted by
any court of law for any cri-
minal offence in past.

‘Misled govt. authority’

“This affidavit was filed by
Ansal alongwith his applica-
tion, which resulted in the is-
suance of a passport in 2013.

(9 Ansal was fully aware

of the provisions of
the Passport Act. He
deliberately left the
relevant boxes in the
application form
pertaining to
criminality or court
proceedings
unticked

DELHI POLICE CHARGESHEET

The accused benefitted from
the said passport....He has
on oath misled the govern-
ment authority [Regional
Passport Office] that he has
not been convicted in any
criminal proceedings by any
court,” the police added.
“Ansal was fully aware of
the provisions of Passport
Act. He had deliberately left
the relevant boxes in the ap-
plication form pertaining to
criminality or court pro-
ceedings unticked,” it said in

Not allowed to fly without RT-PCR

report, man creates ruckus at IGIA

The businessman was arrested and later released on bail

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A man from Uttar Pradesh
was arrested for creating
ruckus at the Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGIA)
after allegedly being denied
boarding by an airline for
not carrying a mandatory
RT-PCR test report, the pol-
ice said on Tuesday.

The 36-year-old passen-
ger, Suraj Pandey, a busi-
nessman, was arrested on
Monday based on a com-
plaint received from Deputy
Manager of Vistara Airlines
Deepak Chadha.

Mr. Chadha said the pas-
senger had come to IGIAs

Vistara airline counter to
board his flight for Mumbai
but did not have an RT-PCR
report, which is mandatory
as per government guide-
lines. He was then not al-
lowed to board the aircraft,
the police said.

The airline official said at
3 p.m., Mr. Pandey turned
violent and started shouting.

“He got onto the baggage
belt and started walking on
it,” the police said.

DCP (IGI Airport) Rajeev
Ranjan said: “From the con-
tents of the complaint, CCTV
footage and enquiry con-
ducted so far, Mr. Pandey
committed offence under re-

levant sections of the Delhi
Police Act. Subsequently, he
was arrested, and his medi-
cal examination was also
conducted.” Since it was a
bailable offence, the accused
passenger was released on
bail and will be produced be-
fore a court here, he added.

An official statement is-
sued by the Vistara spokes-
person said: “He behaved
badly with our staff and oth-
er customers. His acts threa-
tened the safety of ground
operations. We have provid-
ed a full refund of the book-
ing to the customer and not-
ified the authorities of the
incident.”

the chargesheet.

The inquiry was initiated
on the direction of the High
Court after a petition was
filed by Association of Vic-
tims of Uphaar Tragedy
(AVUT) through its chairper-
son Neelam Krishnamoorthy
claiming that the real estate
tycoon deliberately made
false declarations about his
criminal proceedings while
applying for passport.

The police had earlier in-
formed the High Court that
in 2013, three criminal cases,
including the Uphaar fire tra-
gedy matter, were pending
against Ansal.

Krishnamoorthy, who lost
her two children in the trage-
dy, has been fighting a legal
battle on behalf of the vic-
tims’ families for the last 20
years. A fire at Uphaar cine-
ma during the screening of
Hindi film “Border” on June
13,1997, killed 59 people.

Day after godown fire, human remains found

It will be sent for DNA profiling; extreme heat causing hindrance in examination

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A day after a fire broke out at
the shoe godown in Outer
Delhi’s Udyog Nagar and six
workers were reported to be
missing, the Delhi Fire Ser-
vice found on Tuesday
charred human remains on
the first floor of the building.

The police said the re-
mains will be sent for DNA
profiling to ascertain the
identity even as a search op-
eration is under way to trace
the six workers.

They added that it is yet to
be ascertained if the re-
mains found belong to more
than one person.

The fire broke out on
Monday at the building
where shoes were assem-
bled and packed for sale. As
many as 35 fire tenders and
around 140 fire personnel
were pressed into service to
douse the blaze.

The men reported to be
missing have been identified
as Sonu, Vikram, Shamshad,
Abhishek, Ajay and Neeraj,
said the police. Sonu and his

Two in police net for

Bank officials

had hired accused
for renovating
strong room

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 34-year-old man has been
arrested for allegedly de-
camping with over I50 lakh
after breaking into a bank
from an adjoining under-con-
struction building in east Del-
hi’s Farsh Bazar, the police
said on Tuesday.

Six months ago, the bank
officials had called him for re-
novation work at the strong
room, which is inside the
premises, they said.

The accused, Hariram,
was wearing a helmet at the
time of the crime to hide his

identity. The police said
another person, 39-year-old
Kalicharan, was arrested in
connection with the crime.

The accused are both resi-
dents of Vishwas Nagar.

On Monday at 10.15 a.m.,
the police received informa-
tion regarding the burglary
in a bank in Vishwas Nagar.

During preliminary probe,
the police found that two
holes were made — one into
the server room of the bank
and another in sthe trong
room in the basement. The
accused had fled with
%55,03,330 cash from the
vault, a senior officer said.

Teams were formed to col-
lect details of frequent visi-
tors, guards, contractual staff
and of people who entered
the locker room in the last six
months, the police said.

Service Commission, New Delhi:-

CHANDIGARH ADMINISTRATION
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICAL EDUCATION & RESEARCH
GOVT. MEDICAL COLLEGE & HOSPITAL. CHANDIGARH

(Hospital Building), Sector 32-B, Chandigarh-160 030 Ph. No. 0172-2665253-60,

Fax No. 0172-2609360

(ESTABLISHMENT BRANCH-I)
PUBLIC APPOINTMENT NOTICE

Applications are invited to fill up the following one post of Reader/Associate Professor in Government
Medical College & Hospital, Chandigarh, under the aegis of the Department of Medical Education &
Research, Chandigarh Administration, by way of recruitment method given below through Union Public

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

E-PROCUREMENT NOTICE
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

1. The Executive Engineer, Nerchowk Division, H.P.PWD., Nerchowk H.P on behalf of Governor of

contract), is as under:-
PROMOTION/DEPUTATION/ (INCLUDING SHORT TERM CONTRACT)

1. Officers of Central/State Governments/Union Territories/Statutory Bodies/ Autonomous
Organizations/Research Institutions;-

(A) (i) holding analogous posts on regular basis
OR

(ii) with two years regular service in posts in the scale of pay of Rs. 14300-18300/- or
equivalent; and

B) Possessing the following educational and other qualifications as indicated below:-

ESSENTIAL QUALIFICATIONS: READER/ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR (ANAESTHESIOLOGY)
(i) A basic University or equivalent qualification included in any one of the Schedules to the
Indian Medical Council Act, 1956 (102 of 1956) and must be registered in a State Medical
Register or Indian Medical Register;

(ii)) M.D. (Anaesthesiology) / M.S. (Anesthesiology) from a recognized University / Institution
or equivalent.

(iii) Five year’s teaching experience in the concerned specialty after acquiring postgraduate
qualification as Assistant Professor / Senior Lecturer / Lecturer in a Recognized Medical
College / Teaching Institution.

Desirable: Minimum Four Research Publications indexed in Index Medicus/National Journals.

Note 1:

The Departmental Senior Lecturer with two year’s regular service in the grade will also
be considered alongwith outsiders and in case he / she is selected for appointment to the
post, the same shall be deemed to have been filled by promotion.

Note 2:

The Departmental Officer in the feeder category who are in the direct line of promotion
shall not be eligible for consideration for appointment on deputation.Similarly,
deputationists shall not be eligible for consideration for appointment by promotion.

(Period of deputation/contract including period of deputation/contract in another ex-cadre
post held immediately preceding this appointment in the same or some other organization
/ department of the Central Government, shall ordinarily not to exceed five years. The
minimum age limit for appointment by deputation (including short-term contract) shall be
not exceeding 56 years as on the closing date of receipt of applications).

AGE LIMIT: For appointment by Deputation (including Short-term Contract) not exceeding 56 years

as on the closing date of receipt of applications.

The eligible officers should apply for the aforesaid post and also forward their applications through
their department. While forwarding the applications of the eligible officers, the concerned department
should furnish the following certificates alongwith the application / curriculum Vitae Proforma of the officer
so recommended:-

(i) Up-to-date Annual Confidential Reports in original of the applicant(s) for the last five years.
(ii) Integrity Certificate signed by the Head of the Institution.
(iii) Vigilance Clearance Certificate indicating that no disciplinary proceedings or criminal

proceedings are either pending or contemplated against the Officer concerned.

(iv) Certificate regarding no court case is pending against the officer concerned signed by the
Head of the Institution.

(v) Statement of major / minor penalties, if any, imposed on the candidate during the last 10 years
or a no penalty Certificate, as the case may be.

Applications, duly completed in all respect, should reach in the O/o the Director, Medical Education
& Research, Government Medical College & Hospital, Block ‘D’, Level-l, Sector-32, Chandigarh-160030,
within 60 (sixty) days from the date of its publication in the ‘Employment News’. The above
said vacancy alongwith Curriculum Vitae Proforma (Annexure-A) can be downloaded from our website

st n . 5 Nos. of Method of Pay Scale of the H.P. mvﬁes the online bids on item rate in electronic tendering s_ystem |nl2 cover system for the
No. | Name of the post epartment post Recruitment post following work from the eligible and approved Contractors/Firms registered with H.P.PWD.,
Reader/Associate Promotion/ Rs. 37,400 - Department.
1. Professor Anaesthesiology 01 deputation (including 67,000/~
short term contract) +8900/- G.P. Sr. Name of Work Estimated | EMD Cost of | Eligible Time
No. Cost Tender |Class of | limit
+ READER/ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR (ANAESTHESIOLOGY) Contractor
+ The Educational and other Qualifications, experience etc. required for the post of Reader/Associate 1. A/R‘& M/O Pathankot Nurpur Palampur | Rs. Rs. Rs. “C&D" | Three
Professor (Anaesthesiology) to be filled up by way of “Promotion/deputation(including short term Joginder Nagar Mandi Sunder Nagar | 10,65,549/- | 21,300/- | 500/- Months

Ghagas Bilaspur Nauni road NH-154
at Km. 210/0 to 215/400. (SH:-
Construction of U-Shape drain with
steel grating in Km. 212/360 to 212/680
(LHS).

2. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission: The bid document is available online
and bid should be submitted online on website http:/hptenders.gov.inbidder would be required to
register in the website which is free of cost. For submission of bids, the bidder is required to have
Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities (CA).
“Aspiring bidders who have not obtained the user ID and password for participating in e-tendering
in HPPWD may obtain the same from the website: http:/hptenders.gov.in Digital signature is
mandatory to participate in the e-tendering. Bidders already possessing the digital signature
issued from authorized CAs can use the same in this tender.

[od

Key dates:-

25-06-2021 at 11:30 A.M.

25-06-2021 at 11:30 A.M. up to
02-07-2021 at 10:30 A.M.

25-06-2021 at 11:30 A.M. up to
02-07-2021 at 10:30 A.M.

02-07-2021 at 11:30 A.M.
02-07-2021 at 11:00 A.M.

1.| Date of Online Publication

2.| Document Download Start and End Date

3.| Bid Submission Start and End Date

4.| Date of technical bid opening

5. Physical submission of original documents i/c original
EMD & Cost of Tender documents etc.

>

Tender Details:-

The tender documents shall be uploaded on line in 2 cover.

i) Cover 1: shall contain scanned copies of all “Technical Documents Eligibility” information.

i) Cover 2: shall contain “BOQ/Financial bid” where contractor will quote his offer for each item.

Submission of Original Documents: The bidders are required to submit (a) original demand

draft towards the cost of bid document and (b) original bid security/Earest money Deposit (EMD)

and other Technical Documents with this office as specified in key dates at Sr.No.5. failing which

the bids will be declared non responsive.

Bid opening Detail: The bid shall be opened on 02-07-2021 at 11:30 HRs in the office of

Executive Engineer, Nerchowk Division HP.PWD., Nerchowk. If the office happens to be

closed on the date of opening of the bid as specified the bid will be opened on the next working day

atthe same time and venue.

. The bid for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than 120 days after the
deadline date for bid submission.

. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer inviting tender shall not be held

liable for any delays due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt

to notify the bidders of any bid updates, the Employer shall not be liable for any information not

received by the bidder. It is the bidders' responsibility to verify the website for the latest

information related to the tender. Sa/-

Executive Engineer,
HP.PWD Division,
Nerchowk.

o
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HP/1777/21-22 HIM SUCHANA AVAM JANSAMPARK.

http://www.gmch.gov.in.
Director,
Medical Education & Research,
Chandigarh Administration
CM
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Firefighting operation

under way at the godown in

Udyog Nagar. =FiLe pHOTO:
SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

brother Vikram had come to
Delhi from Ghazipur for
work, their family members
told the police.

Owner absconding
Meanwhile, the godown
owner Pankaj Garg and his
father are absconding, pol-
ice said.

“There is extreme heat in-
side the building, causing
hindrance in the examina-
tion. After the remains are
retrieved, they will be sent
to the Forensic Science Lab-
oratory (FSL) in Rohini for

Hariram [main
accused] said when
he was called for
renovation work, he
conducted a detailed
recce of the place
POLICE OFFICER

C

A CCTV camera installed
near an ATM located near an
under-construction building,
was found facing upward,
the officer said.

“The direction of the cam-
era was changed but it cap-
tured the palm and some
portion of the face of the per-
son,” he added.

During the probe, three
prime suspects were appre-
hended by the police. De-
tailed analysis revealed that
the person who tampered
with the CCTV was Hariram.

DNA profiling. The samples
will be collected from the fa-
mily members of those re-
ported missing for DNA
matching, which will help us
in ascertaining the identity,”
said DCP (Outer) Parvinder
Singh.

During a search operation
at 7 a.m. on Tuesday, Assis-
tant Divisional Officer Ra-
jesh Kumar Shukla also sus-
tained severe injuries as he
slipped from the staircase of
the building, said a senior
fire official. He sustained in-
juries in his ribs and is un-
dergoing treatment at Balaji
Action hospital, he said.

A three-member team of
forensic experts from FSL vi-
sited the spot on Tuesday for
an examination, but they
could not carry out their op-
eration due to the extreme
heat inside the building.
“Once the temperature re-
duces, our team will visit the
spot again,” said an FSL
official.

Prima facie, an electric
short-circuit is suspected to
be the reason but only a de-

“Hariram was then appre-
hended. He tried to mislead
the police by saying that a
person gave him 31,000 to
change the direction of the
camera but later confessed to
the crime,” said DCP (Shah-
dara) R. Sathiyasundaram.

Delayed by lockdown
Hariram said when he was
called for renovation work,
he conducted a detailed
recce of the place.

“He gathered all the infor-
mation about the cash and
possible entry and exit
routes,” an officer said

He got access into the un-
der-construction building by
replacing old locks with new
ones, the DCP added.

Hariram further revealed
that his heist plan had been
ready for last three months

tailed examination will re-
veal the exact cause of the
fire. The terrace of the two-
storey building has col-
lapsed and due to extreme
heat and water used to
douse the blaze, the struc-
ture of the building remains
weak, a senior police officer
said. The police said they
have written to the civic
authority concerned seek-
ing details about the build-
ing’s plan and its legality.

No fire safety

The building did not have
any fire safety equipment in
place and was heavily
jammed with highly com-
bustible materials due to
which the fire spread faster,
according to fire officials.

“We are scanning the
building and its adjacent
premises. Our teams have
managed to enter some
parts of the building,” the of-
ficer said.

The building has been de-
clared dangerous by the
area's civic body on Monday
following the blaze.

355-lakh bank heist in east Delhi

but could not do it due to the
lockdown in the city.

As soon as he got an op-
portunity, he entered the un-
der-construction building,
made small holes there and
another one in the strong
room. He said he wanted to
use the money for gambling.

On his instance,
354,48,730 was recovered
from a house in the same
area where he was working
as a guard, and 49,200 from
Kalicharan. The accused had
spent the rest of the money.

Hariram, who comes from
Madhya Pradesh, is a trained
construction worker.

He lives in the city with his
wife and two children.

Kalicharan has a small bu-
siness and is also involved in
illegal gambling activities,
the police added.

Man arrested for cheating people on
the pretext of providing them jobs

He used fake website to get account details of victims

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 28-year-old man has been
arrested for allegedly cheat-
ing people on the pretext of
providing them jobs, the
police said on Tuesday.

DCP (South-East) R.P.
Meena said the accused has
been identified as Ashish Ra-
na, a resident of Najafgarh.
The police said they re-
ceived a complaint by one
Sartaj Khurana on June 12,
who said he had received a
call from a woman named
Muskan — “executive of a
leading job portal”.

76-yr-old man held for killing

She had asked him to pay
I1I0 on their website
www.naukricareer.in., pro-
mising him a job. Next, the
victim paid 10 but instead
35,000 got debited from his
account.

During investigation, the
police nabbed the accused.

During interrogation, the
accused allegedly told police
that he used to purchase da-
ta of job seekers from job
portals and create similar
websites before calling the
victims. The accused would
ask them to pay 10 on the
payment page of his fake

his wife over ‘family issues’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 76-year-old man has been
arrested for allegedly killing
his wife in north-east Delhi’s
New Usmanpur on Tuesday
afternoon, the police said.

A senior officer said a
PCR call was received re-
garding the murder of an el-
derly woman in Brahmpuri.
On reaching the spot, the
police found 70-year-old Ze-
nab lying dead and her
daughter-in-law  injured.
The two were rushed to hos-
pital where Zenab was de-
clared brought dead and her

daughter-in-law was dis-
charged after treatment.

During investigation, it
was revealed that Zenab’s
husband Haji Abdul Kareem
often quarreled with her ov-
er family issues. A similar in-
cident took place on Tues-
day when Kareem got a
kitchen knife and slit her
throat. “When the daughter-
in-law tried to intervene,
she also got injured,” the of-
ficer said.

A case under relevant
sections was registered. The
couple has four sons and
two daughters.

Police file FIR in DSSSB
exam questions case

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police registered a
case against unknown per-
sons following the HC’s in a
case of caste-based questions
being allegedly asked in the
primary teachers’ recruit-
ment exam by the Delhi Sub-
ordinate Services Selection

Board (DSSSB), officials said
on Tuesday.

The FIR was registered on
Monday against unknown
persons. The court said
whether the DSSSB was
aware of the contents of the
papers set or not, is a matter
which can be ascertained on-
ly through investigation.

»

website, which would direct
them to a payment gateway.

This way he would get all
the details added by the vic-
tim and make further
transactions.

“From the online ac-
counts, the money is routed
to fake bank accounts and
taken out via ATMs the same
day. Accused further dis-
closed that he along with his
accomplices had been oper-
ating several websites from
last one year,” Mr. Meena
said, adding that efforts are
being made to trace his
accomplices.

Youth held
for abducting
15-year-old girl

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 19-year-old youth has
been arrested for allegedly
kidnapping a minor from
south Delhi’s Neb Sarai,

the police said on
Tuesday.
DCP (South) Atul Kumar

Thakur said the accused
has been identified as Tan-
zeel Ahmed, a carpenter,
who belongs from Bijnor.

The police said they re-
ceived a complaint from a
25-year-old man that his
15-year-old sister has been
missing since 7 a.m. on
Monday. The victim’s el-
der sister suspected the in-
volvement of a boy whom
the minor had met on a
dating application, said an
officer.

A kidnapping case was
then registered and inves-
tigation was taken up. A
team was sent to Bijnor
with the girl’s family from
where she was rescued.

“The girl is a student of
Class VIIIL. Further investi-
gation is in progress,” the
officer added.
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DELHI
WEDNESDAY, JUN. 23

RISE  05:25 SET 19:23
= RISE 18:01 SET 03:44
THURSDAY, JUN. 24

RISE  05:25 SET 19:23
\_ RISE 19:12 SET 04:37
FRIDAY, JUN. 25

RISE 05:26 SET 19:23
\_ RISE 20:17 SET 05:38

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 40 27
Safdarjang 40 27
Palam 40 27

Delhi Palam Today

40°C Dry and hot weather
would prevail. Light to
moderate winds during day
likely. Evening would remain
slight warm.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
40°C Warm moderate gusty
winds likely during day. Day
will remian hot and sunny.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.

THEzR2HINDU
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

56% of people surveyed have

antibodies against COVID-19’

Delhi govt. yet to officially announce the results of sixth serological survey

NIKHIL M BABU
NEW DELHI

Over 56% of 12,000-13,000
people whose blood samples
were collected in April from
different parts of the city,
showed antibodies against
COVID-19, a Delhi govern-
ment source said.

The samples were collect-
ed for the sixth serological
survey, but the sample collec-
tion could not reach the tar-
get as it had to be stopped in
April due to the surge in virus
cases. The Delhi government
is yet to officially announce
the results of the study.

Only 141 wards covered

“The current survey shows a
seroprevalence of 56.09%,
which is almost the same as
the previous one,” the source
said. The fifth such survey
done in January had shown a
seroprevalence of 56.13%,
but it had covered 28,000 pe-
ople spread across all 272
wards of the city, whereas the
current survey could reach
only 141 wards, officials said.
“We cannot completely com-

A woman undergoes an RT-PCR test in north Delhi.
= SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

pare this result with the pre-
vious survey as we have co-
vered only 141 wards. At best,
we can compare the wards
from where we have collect-
ed samples this time with last
time,” another official said.

The next serological sur-
vey is likely to start in June
end or July first week and this
might show a considerable
change, said officials.

Jugal Kishore, head of the
community medicine depart-
ment at Safdarjung Hospital,

Capital records eight deaths,
134 new COVID-19 infections

‘Govt. should approve more vaccines to protect people’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
The Capital reported 134
new COVID-19 cases in the
past 24 hours, taking the to-
tal cases to 14,32,778, ac-
cording to a health bulletin
released by the Delhi go-
vernment on Tuesday.
Also, eight deaths were
reported and the total num-
ber of deaths stood at
24,933,

Positivity rate

A total of 67,916 tests were
done in a day, the bulletin
said, and that test positivity
rate (TPR) was 0.2%. Of the
total cases, 14,05,927 peo-
ple have recovered and
there are 1,918 active cases.

Party leaders
were illegally
detained: AAP

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Aam Aadmi Party MP Sush-
il Gupta alleged that the
police “illegally detained”
him and other party lead-
ers on Tuesday during the
protest against the eviction
of Khori Basti residents.

“Today morning when I
reached the village, the Ha-
ryana police detained me
illegally. T made it very
clear that they have de-
tained me illegally and
they have tried to suppress
my right to protest,” Mr.
Gupta said.

“Our district president
along with many other
leaders of the AAP Haryana
unit is still in jail. This is the
real picture of the Haryana
government,” he said.

Virus spread
Totalnumberof = Total K
COVID-19 cases deaths
14,32,778 24,933
New cases in the New

past 24 hours deaths

134 % 8

SOURCE: DELHI GOVERNMENT HEALTH BULLETIN

The bulletin said that 263
positive cases, pertaining to
earlier weeks were added
on the ICMR portal on Mon-
day by Vardhman Mahavir
Medical College and asso-
ciated Safdarjung Hospital.

The Delhi government
did not clarify how then the
new cases as per Tuesday’s
bulletin was less than 263.

Delhi’s stock of Covaxin
for 18-44 age group would
last only for a day and for
people of 45 years of age
and above it will last for
four days, according to a
bulletin on vaccination.

On Monday, 76,062 dos-
es of vaccine were adminis-
tered and a total of
66,02,835 doses have been
administered till now, as
per the bulletin.

“The government must
approve Pfizer, Moderna
and Johnson & Johnson vac-
cines as soon as possi-
bleThe faster the vaccina-
tion, the safer India gets
from the next COVID-19
wave,” Aam Aadmi Party
leader Atishi said.

NSUI against UGC’s order
on banners thanking PM

“Thank you for what?” campaign planned

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The NSUI on Tuesday con-
demned the UGC’s order to
put up banners thanking
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for vaccines. It ques-
tioned why he needed to be
thanked as he has not ad-
dressed any issue the stu-
dents had faced during the
pandemic.

NSUI national President
Neeraj Kundan said that
since the pandemic broke in
India, the Centre focused
only on building the image
of the Prime Minister, leav-
ing people to suffer. “They
are doing the same this
time, rather than prioritis-
ing to vaccinate students
and focus on policies to

“Teachers should help
transitioning students’

Sisodia meets civic officials to discuss

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
mELHI
To ensure smooth integra-
tion of students joining Class
6 in DoE schools from muni-
cipal feeder schools, Deputy
Chief Minister and Education
Minister Manish Sisodia
chaired a meeting with Muni-
cipal Commissioners of
North, South and East Delhi
Corporations at which sever-
al strategies were discussed.
Mr. Sisodia said that due to
the pandemic, there was a
need to have correct contact
details of students joining
Delhi government schools

from municipal schools so
that their Class 6 teachers
can reach out to them
quickly.

Last year, at the begin-
ning of the session, only
about 30-35% students’
phone number were cor-
rect due to which a large
number of students could
not be engaged. Mr. Siso-
dia said. He said that stu-
dents and teachers have
faced a lot of challenges
due to the COVID crisis
and that students’ transi-
tion should get support
from their teachers.

compensate their lost aca-
demic year. The govern-
ment is busy hiding their fai-
lures behind
self-appreciating posters.”
Mr. Kundan said.

The NSUI in a statement
said that the PM does not
deserve a thank you and de-
serves questions as to why
people of the country died
under his watch. The NSUI
questioned why no relief
packages or fee, loan relaxa-
tions had been announced
for the students. They also
questioned the lack of vacci-
nation policy for students.

“The NSUI plans to reply
to these PM posters at the
university campuses by in-
itiating a campaign of ‘thank
you for what?’ posters.

said the result is almost same
as the previous study due to
two reasons: first, the study
did not cover different types
of population in the city and
thus, is not truly representa-
tional. Secondly, after the
previous survey in January,
the cases were low till April
and significant number of
new people would not have
been infected to develop anti-
bodies against the virus.

“IgG antibodies [which is
measured in the serological

survey] are developed about
six weeks to 12 weeks after
getting the infection. Since
our peak of infection was in
April-May, people with anti-
bodies should be high now if
we do a sero survey,” Dr.
Kishore said.

Past surveys

The first such survey done in
the city in June-July last year
had shown that 23.4% people
surveyed have developed an-
tibodies against the virus.

Similar surveys in August
showed 29.1% people had an-
tibodies, 25.1% in September,
and 25.5% in October.

Blood samples collected
from across the city are test-
ed in a lab using antibody
testing kits to understand
whether the person was in-
fected by the virus and deve-
loped antibodies.

A positive result would
imply that the person has de-
veloped antibodies against
the virus. This means that the
person was infected at some
point by the virus and deve-
loped immunity against it.

“Tmprove vaccination policy

instead of targeting Delhi CM’

AAP hits out at Hardeep Puri for tweets criticising Kejriwal

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Aam Aadmi Party MLA Atishi
on Tuesday said Union Mi-
nister Hardeep Puri and oth-
er BJP leaders should con-
centrate on improving the
vaccination policy instead of
abusing Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal.

“BJP’s leaders and Minis-
ters have only one job and
that is abusing Arvind Kejri-
wal and the Delhi govern-
ment. It is my request to Har-
deep Puri, that instead of
tweeting and holding press
conferences, work on im-
proving the country’s vacci-
nation policy. Since the time,
India’s vaccination policy
has started, in every phase, it
has been a failure,” Ms. At-
ishi said.

Replying to a tweet by Mr.
Puri, Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia, said: “Har-
deep ji, please focus on pro-
viding enough vaccines for
the youth, rather than just
abusing Arvind Kejriwal all
the time. Central govern-
ment’s vaccination flip-flops
have created a crisis situa-

s

A beneficiary gets a COVID-19 vaccine dose at a centre in

New Delhi on Tuesday. =susHIL KUMAR VERMA

tion all over country.”

“Doctor sir! Is the Govern-
ment of India going to pro-
vide any supply of vaccine to
Delhi after June 21 or will the
vaccines that the Delhi go-
vernment bought, will that
be only available in June? On-
ly 15 lakh vaccines for Delhi
even in the month of July? At
this rate it will take 15-16
months [to vaccinate Delhi’s
citiziens] [sic],” Mr. Sisodia
said in a tweet in Hindi, res-
ponding to Union Health Mi-
nister Harsh Vardhan.

Ms. Atishi said when the
Delhi government raised the
issue of the Capital not re-
ceiving vaccine stock and the

Less vaccination despite availability, says BJP

Party says it will ask L-G to handover vaccination to the three civic bodies

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi BJP on Tuesday
alleged that the Kejriwal go-
vernment had deliberately
administered less vaccine
doses to citizens on Monday
despite adequate availabili-
ty.

This raised a big question
mark on the intentions and
“mismanagement” of vac-
cine doses by the govern-

‘Delhi govt.
depriving the
poor of ration’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The BJP on Tuesday ac-
cused the Delhi govern-
ment of snatching the
rights of the poorest of the
poor in the Capital by alleg-
edly delaying the identifi-
cation of such families.

Quoting the Census
2011, Rohini MLA Vijender
Gupta said that Delhi had
1,56,800 very poor fami-
lies. Of these, only 68,732
receive ration.

“Despite multiple orders
from the Centre, the Delhi
government has put a stop
to the identification pro-
cess of the remaining
90,000 very poor fami-
lies,” Mr. Gupta alleged. “It
is shocking that Food and
Civil Supply Minister Imran
Hussain ordered putting
the identification process
in abeyance on September
16, 2019,” he said.

Mr. Gupta warned the
AAP government that if it
does not commence provi-
sion of ration card to the
poor, the BJP would take to
the street and expose the
anti-poor face of the go-
vernment.

DoE announces results
of Class 9 and 11 students

Results sent to them via WhatsApp, SMS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Directorate of Education
(DoE) on Tuesday an-
nounced the Class 9 and 11
results of students in Delhi
government schools. It was
the first time that the results
were uploaded on the DoE’s
web portal as well as sent to
students via WhatsApp and
SMS so that they do not have
to visit schools to collect
them.

The DoE said that 2.58
lakh students were enrolled
in Class 9 in 2020-21, out of
which 2.45 lakh appeared for

mid-term exams. Final re-
sults of students were eval-
uated based on mid-term and
internal assessments. The
passing percentage in Class 9
is 80.3%. Last year, the pass-
ing percentage of students
was 65%, which increased to
85% based on project-based
assessments, the DoE said.

Similarly, out of 1.70 stu-
dents in Class 11, 1.69 lakh
students appeared for exams
and 96.9% students were
promoted to Class 12. In
2019-20, 99.25% students
passed the compartment ex-
ams, the DoE said.

ment, said Delhi BJP presi-
dent Adesh Gupta.

11 lakh doses available
“Till June 21 morning, there
were more than 11 lakh dos-
es of vaccines. But still an
atmosphere of panic was
created as if there was acute
shortage of vaccines,” Mr.
Gupta alleged.

“Kejriwal’s only aim is to
somehow blame the Centre

to hide his own shortcom-
ings,” he said.

Leader of the Opposition
in the Delhi Assembly Ram-
vir Singh Bidhuri said he
would urge Lieutenant-Go-
vernor Anil Baijal to han-
dover vaccination to the
three municipal corpora-
tions, which have done a
“great job” despite alleged
roadblocks created by the
Delhi government.

“Instead of trying to save
the lives of Delhiites, Kejri-
wal is deliberately delaying
the task of giving vaccine
shots so that if something
goes wrong, he could, as he
always does, blame the Cen-
tral government for it. This
shows the mindset of Kejri-
wal and the extent to which
he can go for cheap political
gains,” Leader of the Oppo-
sition alleged.

Centre running a “fake” vac-
cination campaign, Mr. Puri
via a tweet and the Centre
through a press release told
the Delhi government to use
the 45+ stock for everyone.

‘U-turn by Centre’

“So, when the Delhi govern-
ment was repeatedly asking
to do the same, i.e., to let us
use the 45+ vaccine for 18+,
the Centre disapproved. And
now, today, when their mis-
take is in front of everyone,
the Centre quietly issued a
press release saying that the
vaccine meant for 45+ can be
easily used for 18+ as well,”
she said.
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SIT questions ex-CM Badal in firing case

Congress politicising probe in the Kotkapura sacrilege and police firing incident, alleges Akali Dal

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

Former Punjab Chief Minis-
ter and Shiromani Akali Dal
leader Parkash Singh Badal
was on Tuesday questioned
by a Special Investigation
Team (SIT) of the Punjab pol-
ice, probing the 2015 Kotkap-
ura police firing incidents.

The team, led by Addition-
al Director General of Police
L.K. Yadav, questioned Mr.
Badal at his official residence
here for over two-and-a-half
hours.

The Shiromani Akali Dal
accused the Congress go-

cising the SIT probe by de-
puting an unauthorised
person to question the form-
er Chief Minister during the
investigation.

Senior SAD leaders Prem
Singh Chandumajra, Ma-
heshinder Singh Grewal and
Daljit Singh Cheema alleged
that the run up to the ques-
tioning as well as making a
former Director (Prosecu-
tion) a part of the team indi-
cated that the Congress go-
vernment was bent upon
politicising the issue.

“The retired officer, who
did not hold any official posi-

Parkash Singh Badal.
=FILE PHOTO

SIT team. The prosecution
steps in only when the chal-
lan is presented in the court.
How can the former Director,

(Prosecution), be made part
of the SIT team?” they asked,
addressing a press confe-
rence here.

The leaders said it was un-
fortunate that the State go-
vernment was misusing the
police force to target the
SAD. “The SAD was commit-
ted to identifying those res-
ponsible for the heinous acts
of sacrilege as well as ensur-
ing strict punishment in the
cases. The party would prot-
est against any probe which
seeks to politicise investiga-
tion into such cases as they
were linked with the senti-
ments of the Guru Nanak

Naam Leva sangat,” they
added.

‘Narco test’

Meanwhile, Aam Aadmi Par-
ty MLA and Kisan Wing State
president  Kultar  Singh
Sandhwan and senior leader
Manwinder Singh Giaspura
said that ‘narco test” of Mr.
Parkash Singh Badal must be
conducted.

In 2015, incidents of sacri-
lege of religious text and pol-
ice firing at people protesting
against it took place in Farid-
kot.

Mr. Prakash Singh Badal
was the then Chief Minister.

Haryana CM tells farmers

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH
Amid controversies sur-
rounding the Centre’s farm
laws, Haryana Chief Minis-
ter Manohar Lal on Tuesday
said a group of 30-40 farm-
ers having factual know-
ledge about the laws should
be constituted to spread
awareness among their peer
groups in each village.

He gave this suggestion to
a group of representatives of
farmer outfit, Bharatiya Ki-
san Union (Mann), led by
Guni Prakash, who met the
Chief Minister here. “Rather
than agitating, every farmer
should be well versed about

the benefits so that those
who are trying to spread
misinformation and mislead
them fail.”

According to an official
press release, Mr. Lal said if
needed, training of the
farmers be conducted.

The delegation submitted
a letter of support to the
Chief Minister on the farm
laws. “Those agitating on
Delhi borders are political
representatives,”  alleged
Mr. Prakash. Udhay Bhan,
general secretary of the out-
fit, said, “The Opposition,
especially the Congress, is
playing politics with the
lives of the farmers.”

tion, was made part of the

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFIGATION

General public is hereby informed
that an unidentified dead body of
male Age: Approx 60 years,
Complexion: Wheatish, Height:
5'8", Face: Oval, Built: Normal,
wearing White Kurta & Pajama. He
was met with an accident at Ganda
Nala Service Road, Near Burari
Flyover, Bhalswa Dairy, Delhi.
During the treatment he was
declared dead at Loknayak Hospital Delhi on
14.06.2021. In this regard a FIR No. 338/21 U/S
279/338/304A IPC, dated 12.06.2021, has been
lodged at P.S. Bhalswa Dairy, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about the
deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned on the
following address or telephone nos.

vernment of yet again politi-
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E-Tendering No. Package(W)-260(0&M)
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invited on behalf of SJVN Ltd. for “Package (W)-260(0&M)/2021 - for e .
“Repair of Eroded Guide Vanes (85 Nos.) dismantled during AT T e - i)
annual maintenance of year 2020-21. For details, please visit o e
websites www.sjvn.nic.in, https://sjvn.abcprocure.com, & One of the pygmy hogs
www.eprocure.gov.in. reintroduced in Assam's
Last date for downloading of bid documents is 13/07/2021 (12:00 Hrs.). national park on Tuesday.

Last date for bid §ubmission is 14/07/2021 (13:00 Hrs:).

Amendment (s), if any, shall be issued on above websites onl)ll:.)GM P&c) 8 rare pygmy

k NJHPS, SJVN Ltd. Jhakri, Himachal Pradesh-17229 hOgS released
in Manas
National Park

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

SJVN

CENTENARY

CENTENARY YEAR

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

I\ﬂlaa Administrative Building, Sector - 6, Noida - 201301 (U.P.)
Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tenders are invited from eligible firms/contractors for the following jobs

SHO
P.S. Bhalswa Dairy, Delhi
Ph: 011-27811933, 27811934

DP/1106/ON/2021

23.06.1921 29.06.2002

SRI. N.S. MANI
Founder ;

Jai Group
% x )

In memory of your loved ones
To dedicate a space in this section, Please contact:
011-43579797
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. &
For Placing Advertisements Online log on to

www.thehinduads.com

DONATE EYES-GIFT SIGHT

CLASSIFIEDS MART

TO ADVERTISE:
www.thehinduads.com

SITUATION VACANT
FUTURE IAS

NEW DELHI
REQUIREMENT

CONTENT DEVELOPER

PRELIMS & MAINS TEST SERIES
OPTIONAL TEST SERIES

Criteria: Cleared Mains 2 times (2017 to present)

Experience: Two years exp. in Content Development

apply at
info@futureias.co.in

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public in General, is hereby informed that my|
clientess Smt. Maninderpal Kaur, W/o Late
Praduman Singh, R/o 27, East Park Area, Karol
Bagh, New Delhi-110005 has disowned & debarred
her daughter Ms. Harmeet Kaur & her son Sahib
Singh from all her moveable and immoveable
properties and has severed all her relations and
connections from the above named persons. My
clientess disowned her daughter due to her
disrespectful behaviour towards my client. Ms.
Harmeet Kaur & her son Sahib Singh will not have
any claim/right over the self owned and ancestral
immoveable & moveable properties of my clientess|
which also include bank lockers, shares etc. Any
person dealing with them shall do the same at their!
own risk, peril & consequences & my clientess will
not be responsible for his/ their acts and deeds in
any manner whatsoever.

VIKAS SHARMA (Advocate)
Ch. No. B-94/95, GF, BGS Block, Tis Hazari, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is for notice of the general public that
a political party is proposed to be
registered by the name of “BHARTIYA
PANCHNAD PARTY”. The office of the
party is located at Residential Plot
No.121, Block-S, Residential Colony,
known as Uppal's Southend, Sector-48
and 49, in and around village- Fazilpur,
Jharsa, Ghosola, Tehsil & District-
Gurgaon, Haryana-12208. This party has
submitted application to the Election
Commission of India, New Delhi for its
registration as Political Party under|
Section 29A of the Representation of|
People Act, 1951- Name /address of the
office bearers of the party are as follows:-
President : Surender Kumar Makkar
S/o Sh. Amir Chand R/o H.No.234, Ward-
6, Hansi- Tehsil- Hansi, District- Hisar,
Haryana
General Secretary : Anil Kumar Girdhar|
S/o Sh. Arjun Das R/o H.No.373, Sector-
38, Gurgaon, Tehsil-Gurgaon, Haryana
Treasurer : Sanjay Kumar S/o Ram Dass
R/o H.No.32, Ward No.1, Taoru District-
Gurgaon, Haryana
If anyone has any objection to the
registration of “BHARTIYA PANCHNAD
PARTY” they may send their objection
with reasons thereof, to the Secretary
(Political Party), Election Commission of
India, Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road,
New Delhi-110001 within 30 days of the
publication of this notice.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is for notice of the general public that a
political party is proposed to be registered
by the name of “URBAN & RURAL
PARTY”. The office of the party is located
at H.NO.660/7/P.003, GAURA BAGH,
KURSI ROAD, (PHOOL BAGH),
LUCKNOW-226026, U.P. This party has
submitted application to the Election
Commission of India, New Delhi for its
registration as Political Party under Section
29A of the Representation of People Act,
1951- Name /address of the office bearers
of the party are as follows:-
President : D.K. Awasthi S/o Late Bansi
Dhar Awasthi R/o Flat No.H.S.14, Shiv
Katra, Krishna Puram, Kanpur Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh
Vice President : Moti Lal S/o Late
Vishram Lal R/o 65, Joshi Tola, Biswan,
District- Sitapur, Uttar Pradesh-201201
General Secretary : Ahmed Rushdan
S/o Md. Junaid Ansari R/o Flat No.3, Islah
Complex, Ring Road, Kamla Nehru Nagar,
(Near Badri Sarraf), Lucknow-226022, U.P.
Treasurer : Zeeshan Ahmad S/o Imtiyaz
[Ahmad R/o H.No.159/A, Sujatganj, Bunkar
Nagar, Kanpur Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-
208013
If anyone has any objection to the
registration of “URBAN & RURAL
PARTY” they may send their objection with
reasons thereof, to the Secretary (Political
Party), Election Commission of India,
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New
Delhi-110001 within 30 days of the
publication of this notice.
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G.B. Pant National Institute

of Himalayan Environment (NIHE)
Kosi-Katarmal, Almora - 263 643, Uttarakhand

TENDER NOTICE No.- GBPNIHE/2021-22/06

Please refer to Institute Tender notice No GBPNIHE/2021-22/06
published in "The Hindu" (Delhi edition) dated 29.05.2021 from
bidders who proposes to buy Institute old vehicle 32 Seater Swaraj
Mazda Bus no UK-01-7669 (2008 Model). The last date of
receiving of Tender for vehicle is hereby extended up to 15.07.2021
at 03:00 p.m. The documents shall be submitted online at website
https://moefcc.euniwizarde.com.

The full details of equipment and documents are available in the
Institute Website http://gbpihed.gov.in

Office Superintendent
Email: store@gbpihed.nic.in

Pre-qualification shall be
at11.00 AM.

52.22Lacs.

Pre-qualification shall be
at11.00 AM.

Office:-
Sector-37, Noida

EDUCATIONAL

Introducing

LiT

A-CUBE

*for details, visit www.acubeias.com
Call us for free consultation on

#3A-CUBE IAS

» NEW DIMENSION TO IAS ASPIRATIONS»

+91-93190 57600, 93190 57800
78, Bada Bazar Marg, Old Rajendra Nagar, N.Delhi-60 i

ASPIRE | ATTEMPT | ACCOMPLISH

1AS

INSPIRATION TEST Eitide:

Golden Opportunity to grab
IAS Coaching from star teachers for

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Harsimran Kaur W/o S Hardeep
Singh Resident of AG 62, Nirvana
Country, Sector 50 Gurgaon,
have notice for lost of documents
(Allotment letters and builder
buyer agreements) of property
803A and 804 B Arcadia, South
City 2, Sector-49 Gurgaon, GDD
no.014 ondated 21.06.2021.
Anyone found contact above
address.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform to all concerned that Sh.
Deepak Narian Mathur S/o Late P.N.
Mathur R/o 124, Shekh Sarai Phase-1,
RPS Colony, New Delhi-110017 who is
the original allottee of Property no. Flat
No.126, Block-B-14, Himgiri Apartment,
Sector-34, Noida, District Gautam Budh
Nagar, U.P. had sold the property on
General Power of Attorney basis to the
following person(s).General Power of
Attorney was executed in favour of Monica
Lal W/o Sh. Jitendra Lal R/o Flat No. 101,
Rail Vihar, Sector-33, Noida, Distt: Gautam
Budh Nagar, U.P. which is registered and
the Agreement to sell was not registered
or not executed. Because the Agreement
to Sell was not registered or no Agreement
to Sell executed, so it is informed to all
concerned that the said property no. Flat
No.126, Block-B-14, Himgiri Apartment,
Sector-34, Noida, District Gautam Budh
Nagar, U.P. is going to be transferred in
favour of Jitendra Lal S/o Late Man Mohan
Lal Rlo Flat no. 101, Rail Vihar, Sector-33,
Noida Distt: Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P. If
anyone has /have any objection he/she may
file his/her objection alongwith the sufficient
proof in the Housing Department of the
Noida Authority within 30 days from the
publication of this notice. Smt. Monica Lal

PUBLIC NOTICE

This Notice is given for the information of the
general public at large that Naresh Tolani, s/o
Shri Vasudev Tolani, resident of E 17, Ground
Floor, Lajpat Nagar-lll, owned the Property
No. E-17, Lajpat Nagar-lll, New Delhi (Said
Property). | have misplaced a General Power;
of Attorney executed by Bibi Tevinder Kaur;
D/o Shri Igbal Singh Bedi in favour of her;
father Shri Igbal Singh Bedi, S/o Bawa Ram
Singh Bedi, R/0 136, Jor Bagh, New Delhi in
respect of the Said Property which is duly|
registered at Serial No.10, in Add. Book No. 4,
Vol No. 60 on pages 183-184 on 05.06.1964,
therefore | hereby request to the public at large
that no one should act on the basis of the
abovementioned misplace General Power of;
Attorney.

If any person(s), entity(s), Company (ies),
Bank(s), Financial Institution(s), etc. acts on
the basis of the abovesaid misplaces General
Power of Attorney in respect of the Said
Property and create any right, title, interest,
demand, claim, objection, lien, charge,
encumbrance etc. in the nature of mortgage
or any other claim of whatsoever nature over,
the Said Property or the part thereof, the same
shall be treated as non-est and illegal and shall
not create any right, title, interest, demand,
claim, objection, lien, charge, encumbrance
etc. on the Said Property on any account;
whatsoever and shall be atyour risk and cost.

PLACE : New Delhi Naresh Tolani
DATE : 23/06/2021 9818301450

»

st PUBLIC NOTICE |

PUBLIC NOTICE

BEFORE K.A. MARIAPPAN,
NO.83, SUNDARAR STREET,

THIRUVALISHWARAR NAGAR,
THRUMANGALAM
CHENNAI 600 040

ARC NO.151 /2021
Mis N&L TRADING PVT LTD.,
Vs Claimant
1.Naftogaz Infrastructure Ltd.,
and 2others  Respondents

To

1 Naftogaz Infrastructure Ltd.,

Rep by its Managing Director
Having office at 4 Floor,

Stateman House, Cannaught Place,
New Delhi - 110 001

2. Naftogaz Infrastructure Ltd.,

Rep by its Authorized Signatory
Mr. Bavamahdoom

Having office at 4th Floor,
Stateman House, Cannaught Place,
New Delhi - 110 001

3.Naftogaz Infrastructure Ltd.,
4th Floor, Stateman House,
Cannaught Place,

New Delhi - 110 001

The claimant has presented the
claim against all of you for a sum
of Rs.15,21,63,000/- in the above
said ARC NO.151/21. This Tribunal
herewith issuing the notice to all
of you by the way of substituted
service to raise your objections
before the tribunal on 10.7.21
around 10.30 am to 11.30 am.
at the office premises of the sole
arbitrator either by pleader or
party in person,, failing which
the matter will be decided on
your absence. If the parties are
feels the difficulties of the covid
pandemic, they can send the
objections through RPAD/Couries/

e mail to kamariappan@gmail.com

K.A.MARIAPPAN
Sole Arbitrator
Chennai

against which bids can be uploaded and same shall be opened/ downloaded as per
schedule mentioned. The details and conditions of all tenders are available on
Noida Authority’s official website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com &
https:/letender.up.nic.in. Please ensure to see these websites for any
changes/amendments & corrigendum etc.
1. 80/SM(Jal)-II/ET/20-21, M/o Sewerage (P/making sewer line connectivity to
main trunk sewer line in Sec-79), Noida. Cost - Rs. 31.64 Lacs.
The above tenders can be uploaded by date 30/06/2021 upto 5.00 PM.

2. 01/SM(Jal)-II/ET/21-22, M/o W/s Labour/Operation (Running and Operation of
UGR and TWs for network sector-70 and 73) Noida. (For Two Years). Cost - Rs.

3. 02/SM(Jal)-II/ET/21-22, M/o W/s (R/o 100 HP motor and other electrical work at
RW No. 3), Noida. (For Two Years). Cost - Rs. 32.10 Lacs.

4. 04/SM(Jal)-1I/ET/21-22, Reboring and Chlorination Plant in Different Sectors
(Reboring of TW No. 19/25, 18/25 and 13/25) Noida. Cost - Rs. 89.56 Lacs.

The above tenders can be uploaded by date 07/07/2021 upto 5.00 PM.

opened/downloaded on date 01/07/2021

opened/downloaded on date 08/07/2021

(A.K.VARUN)
SENIOR MANAGER (JAL)-I
NOIDA

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

ENTERPR'SE CONNECT A Business Initiative

ONGC in ‘Great Place to Work’ list of
India’s Best Employers among Nation-
Builders

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited
(ONGC) has been declared as one of India’s
Best Employers among Nation-Builders by
the Great Place to Work (GPTW) on 18 June
2021. The Energy Maharatna has been featured
in GPTW “Wall of Fame” for its commitment
towards securing India’s energy availability.
According to Great Place to Work, ONGC
has been recognized for not only creating
essential energy infrastructure in the country
and directly and indirectly generating large
scale employment opportunities, but also
for its significant investment of resources for
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) to serve
the community. The Great Place to Work survey
is one of the largest in the country, in which over
850 companies participated this year. To come
up with the list of best employers of 2021, Great
Place to Work rigorously studied organizations
through majorly two lenses.Firstly, by measuring
the quality of employee experience through a
globally validated survey instrument known as
Trust Index and secondly, by measuring the
quality of an organization’s people practices,
covering the entire employee life-cycle.

First Draw for allotment of unsold
inventory of Amrapali Projects held at
NBCC Headquarters

Marking successful beginning of the allotment
process in Hon'ble Supreme Court monitored
Amrapali Housing Projects, the first Draw of
unsold Residential/Commercial units of Phase-I
was held successfully on June 14,2021 at NBCC
HQ. While expeditiously acting upon the issue
of resolving the homebuyers’ crisis, units were
allotted through lottery system to the applicants
who had submitted their applications previously.
Considering the on-going COVID-19 second
wave, applicants joined digitally and draw was
conducted in an organized yet transparent
manner by the company. To elaborate further,
the total eligible applicants considered for
draw were 87.However, 49 units were put for
sale out of which 20 units were allocated in
total. Unsuccessful/ waiting applications will
be provided with an opportunity to book units
from 29 balance available units. The program
was graced by Shri R.Venkatramani,Ld.Court
Receiver (through VC); Shri Ravi Bhatia,
Forensic Auditor; Shri D.K. Mishra, Chartered
Accountant;Shri L. Shivaraman, office of Ld.
Court Receiver and Shri K.P.M. Swamy, ED
(Engg.)- RBG Amrapali, NBCC accompnied
by his team members. The event concluded
with a vote of thanks to all the participants and
dignitaries present during the event.

NTPC set to organise a 2-day summit
on Green Hydrogen Initiatives involving
BRICS nations.

India is all set to host a two day summit on
Green Hydrogen initiatives on 22nd June, 2021
involving the BRICS nations. The prestigious
event offers a platform to share their respective
Green Hydrogen initiatives and views on how to
take it to the next level in their own countries. The
online event will be held via a video conference
and will conclude on 23rd June. The event will
be anchored by India’'largest power producer
and one of the global energy majors,NTPC Ltd.
The virtual summit will bring the best brains,
policy makers and major stakeholders from
the BRICS nations deliberating and discussing
at length the future of Hydrogen in the energy
mix. On Day 1, the representatives from each
country would be sharing respective initiatives
undertaken by their countries on utilization of
hydrogen and their future plans. The speakers
will also share the relevance of different
technologies developed on hydrogen and its

priorities for their country. On Day 2 will witness
panel discussions on ideas integrating hydrogen
in overall energy policy framework by different
countries. The discussions to entail financing
options for the emerging green hydrogen
technologies and the institutional support
needed to create the requisite ecosystem for
the technology to flourish. As the world rapidly
moves to decarbonise the entire energy system,
hydrogen is poised to play a vital role and build
on the rapid scale-up of renewable resources
across the world. Hydrogen when produced by
electrolysis using renewable energy is known as
Green Hydrogen which has no carbon footprint.
This gives Hydrogen the edge over other fuels
to unlock various avenues of green usage.
However, challenges lie in terms of technology,
efficiency, financial viability and scaling up which
the summit will aim to address. Green hydrogen
are innumerable applications. Green Chemicals
like ammonia and methanol can directly be
utilized in existing applications like fertilizers,
mobility, power, chemicals, shipping etc. Green
Hydrogen blending up to 10% may be adopted in
CGD networks to gain widespread acceptance.
Further scaling up with greening of hard to
abate sectors (like steel and cement) through
hydrogen is to be explored. Many countries
have brought out their strategies and defined
targets and roadmaps based on their resources
and strengths.

BIS makes Hallmarking of
Jewellery Mandatory

Gold

Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) in a press
conference held today shared insights on
Mandatory Hallmarking of Gold Jewellery which
has come into force from 16th June, 2021.
Sh. Pramod Kumar Tiwari, Director General,
BIS while addressing the facets of Mandatory
Hallmarking shared that mandatory hallmarking
has initially started with 256 districts of the
country which have Assaying and hallmarking
centres. He further added that Jewellers with
annual turnover upto Rs. 40 lac will be exempted
from mandatory Hallmarking. Export and
re-import of jewellery as per Trade Policy of
Government of India - Jewellery for international
exhibitions, jewellery for government approved
B2B domestic exhibitions will also be exempted
from mandatory Hallmarking. Watches, fountain
pens and special types of jewellery viz. Kundan,
Polki and Jadau will be exempted from Hall
Marking. Registration of jewellers will be one-time
and there will be no fees charged from jewellers
for registration. Any manufacturer, importer,
wholesaler, distributor or retailer engaged in
selling precious metal articles has to mandatorily
get registered with BIS. However, artisans or
manufacturers who are manufacturing the gold
jewellery on job work basis for the jewellers and
are not directly related to sale to anyone in the
chain are exempted for registration.Hallmark
shall be done at the first point of sale which
may be manufacturer, whole-seller,distributor
or retailer.BIS (Hallmarking) Regulations were
implemented w.e.f. 14.06.2018. Hallmarking
will enable Consumers i.e. Jewellery buyers to
make a right choice and save them from any
unnecessary confusion while buying gold. The
Hallmarking of jewellery/artefacts has been
required to enhance the credibility of gold
Jewellery and Customer satisfaction through
third party assurance for the marked purity/
fineness of gold, consumer protection.

PSPCL officers and employees
redressed 1.8 lac power complaints in
record 3 day

A series of heavy storms hit different parts of
Punjab on 10th June, 11th June and 13th June &
caused huge damage to the power transmission
& distribution infrastructure of the state and
assessed financial loss around 25 crores to

PSPCL. This was informed by CMD Shri A.Venu
Prasad in a press note issued here today.Shri
A.Venu Prasad disclosed that more than 15000
workers of PSPCL have so far addressed more
than 1.8 lacs power complaints affecting more
than 50 lacs consumers across Punjab, mainly
from Patiala, Kapurthala, Faridkot, Bathinda,
Gurdaspur, Khanna, Ropar, Mohali, Sangrur,
Barnala, due destruction caused by heavy
storms in the last two weeks.CMD said that
with the continuous 24x7 monitoring, systematic
patrolling of feeders and clearing of lines, PSPCL
has been able to restore power supply of majority
of the affected area within 72 hours.He said that
PSPCL consumers, especially in rural areas,
also came forward to help PSPCL in all possible
ways.Sh. A. Venu Prasad, lauded the efforts of
PSPCL officers who had sensibly outlined their
priorities for restoring power with the highest
priority given to the critical infrastructure, such
as hospitals, medical facilities and oxygen
manufacturing units.

Ministry of Environment, Forest &
Climate Change , GIZ, UNEP and FICCI
initiates “Awareness Campaign on
Single Use Plastics”

Plastic waste has emerged as a serious threat
to the environment.Littered plastic waste on
land is recognized as a major source of marine
plastic litter. Plastic waste management on land
side will significantly contribute to the reduction
in marine plastic litter spread across our oceans
and will be instrumental in maintaining the
integrity of marine ecosystems. United Nations
has designated 8th June as World Oceans
Day. Awareness generation on plastic waste
management and reduction in use of single use
plastic items will be important in bringing about
behavioural change. GIZ, UN Environment
Programme (UNEP) and Federation of
Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(FICCI) along with Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change, Government
of India, are organizing the two-month long
awareness campaign on the topic plastic waste
management and elimination of identified single
use plastic items.The awareness programme will
comprise of four on-line regional events and a
social media campaign to spread the message
of mitigation plastic pollution to wider audience.
The regional events will include interactive
sessions on various themes related single use
plastics and plastic waste management and
cover wide range of stakeholders from local
bodies, pollution control boards, industry, civil
society organizations and citizens.

GAIL Celebrates International Yoga day
Gail India celebrated International Yoga Day
through a series of activities encouraging
its employees and social media followers to
adopt Yoga in their daily routines as it provides
a perfect antidote to the pandemic induced
stress and physical activity during testing times.
The theme this year, “Yoga for Wellness”, is
very appropriate at a time when the Covid-19
pandemic has disrupted lives across the world
and Yoga can help cope with anxiety disorder.
GAIL employees pledged to make Yoga an
integral part of their lives for a better and calmer
future. A digital engagement activity was carried
out among employees and family members
who shared pictures practicing Yoga. Online
activities including lecture, workshop and quiz
on wellness, healthy food habits and general
awareness on Yoga have been organised on the
occasion of International Yoga day GAIL also
promoted the International Yoga Day related
articles and contents through videos, posts and
links on social media and its website.

»

Eight of 12 captive-bred
pygmy hogs, the world’s
rarest and smallest wild
pigs, were on Tuesday re-
leased in the Manas Nation-
al Park of western Assam.
The remaining four would
be released on June 25.

Second batch

This is the second batch to
have been reintroduced in-
to the wild under the Pyg-
my Hog Conservation Pro-
gramme (PHCP) in a year.
Fourteen of these animals
were released in Manas in
2020.

The PHCP is a collabora-
tion among Durrell Wildlife
Conservation Trust of UK,
Assam Forest Department,
Wild Pig Specialist Group of
International Union for
Conservation of Nature and
Union Environment Minis-
try and is currently being
implemented by NGOs Aa-
ranyak and EcoSystems In-
dia.

Six hogs — two males
and four females — were
captured from the Bansbari
range of the Manas Nation-
al Park in 1996 for starting
the breeding programme.
The reintroduction pro-
gramme began in 2008
with the Sonai-Rupai Wil-
dlife Sanctuary (35 hogs),
Orang National Park (59)
and Barnadi Wildlife Sanc-
tuary (22).

With Tuesday’s release,
the number of pygmy hogs
reintroduced into the wild
under the PHCP reached
142, which is more than
their current original global
wild population.

“Manas has been doing
well in conservation in re-
cent years,” Amal Chandra
Sarma, Manas’ Field Direc-
tor said.

“Conservation of pygmy
hog was initiated by noted
naturalist Gerald Durrell
and his trust in 1971. The
pygmy hog was brought
back from near-extinction
by the partnership effort,
and now we are moving to-
wards the establishment of
a population across the en-
tire range,” PHCP’s Project
Director Parag Jyoti Deka
said.

UP: Ambedkar
statue damaged

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BALLIA

A statue of Bhimrao Am-
bedkar was found dam-
aged on Tuesday morning
in Rampur Asli village
here, leading to protests by
locals, police said. They
said some unidentified pe-
ople damaged the statue
late on Monday night. The
incident led to protests by
locals who blocked the
Gadwar-Nagra road, Addi-
tional Superintendent of
Police Sanjay Yadav said.

A ND-NDE



THE HINDU ceim

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23, 2021

Court tells Gowda to pay 2 cr.
to NICE in defamation case

The firm claimed that the charge by ex-PM on land utilisation was inaccurate

'My dream is to make
women entrepreneurs’

GUNTUR

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy on Tuesday released
the second tranche of YSR
Cheyutha benefit, crediting
%4,339.39 crore into the
accounts of 23.14 lakh
women beneficiaries. “This is
yet another scheme close to
my heart and it fulfils my
dream of seeing women as
entrepreneurs,” he said.

Papikonda park getting
ready for tiger census
RAJAMAHENDRAVARAM

The Rajamahendravaram
Wildlife Division is preparing
the ground for the All India
Tiger Estimation-2022. It will
install more than 200 camera
traps in Papikonda National
Park, which is spread over
1,013 sq km in the East and
West Godavari districts of
Andhra Pradesh.

Police probe accident in
Kerala that killed five
KOZHIKODE

The Kozhikode police are
piecing together evidence in
the case related to the
accident that claimed the
lives of five persons at
Ramanattukara on Monday. A
case was registered at the
Feroke police station. Now
the Karipur police have taken
over the case of the gang
allegedly involved in gold
smuggling.

Jagan welcomes
Vamsadhara verdict
VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy has welcomed the
judgment of the Vamsadhara
Tribunal permitting Andhra
Pradesh to construct Neradi
barrage across the
Vamsadhara river. He directed
the officials to focus on the
construction of the barrage,
once the gazette was
released.

IMRAN GOWHAR
BENGALURU

A City Civil and Sessions
Court in Bengaluru has di-
rected former Prime Minis-
ter and Janata Dal (Secular)
leader H.D. Deve Gowda to
pay damages of I2 crore to
the Nandi Infrastructure
Corridor Enterprise (NICE)
Limited for ‘loss of reputa-
tion’. NICE had filed a case
alleging ‘defamatory com-
ments’ by the former Prime
Minister in an interview to a
Kannada news channel in

June 2011.
The order issued by judge
Mallanagouda also  res-

trained Mr. Gowda from
making defamatory state-
ments against the company
in the media in future.

A file photo of the road built by Nandi Infrastructure Corridor

Enterprise Limited in Bengaluru. =k.MmURrALI KUMAR

The counsel for the com-
pany argued that the allega-
tion made by Mr. Gowda
about utilising more land
than required for implemen-
tation of the project was in-

COVID-19 claims famed
Iyricist Poovachal Khader

He wrote over 1,000 songs in 5 decades

P.K. AJITH KUMAR
KOZHIKODE

Poovachal Khader, who died
in Thiruvananthapuram on
Tuesday at the age of 72
while undergoing treatment
for COVID-19, was a prolific
lyricist who penned several
evergreen hits in Malayalam
cinema.

In a career that spanned
over five decades, he wrote
over a thousand songs for
more than 350 films.

From PWD job to films

He was so busy in the late
1970s and 80s that he took
leave from his job at the Pu-
blic Works Department — he
had a diploma in Engineer-
ing — to concentrate on his
alternative career in cine-

Poovachal Khader

ma. Among his chart-top-
pers are Naathaa nee va-
rum kalocha (Chamaram),
Shararanthal thiri thaanu
(Kayalum Kayarum), Sin-
doora sandhyaykku mou-
nam (Choola), and Ente jan-
man neeyeduthu (Itha Oru
Dhikkari).

accurate. The company had
no role in deciding the quan-
tity of land required for the
project. The allegation, the-
refore, was false and made
by the defendant without

there being any documen-
tary evidence. The counsel
also contended that the pro-
ject was approved by the
Karnataka government.

‘No illegality’

The High Court of Karnataka
and the Supreme Court had
issued directions to the State
government to take steps for
implementation of the pro-
ject, which showed that
there was no illegality and ir-
regularities in the work.

The company had de-
manded 10 crore from Mr.
Gowda as damages.

The court concluded that
Mr. Gowda had failed to sub-
stantiate his claim against
the company, which was
made during the interview.

Carnatic music loses
doyenne Ponnammal

She was a Padma Shri award-winner

R.K. ROSHNI
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Doyenne of Carnatic music
and Padma Shri award-win-
ner Parassala B. Ponnammal
died at her residence at Vali-
yasala here on Tuesday af-
ternoon. She was 96.

Her death brings to an
end a lifetime devoted to the
pursuit of Carnatic music.

She was the first woman
student of the first batch of
the Sree Swathi Thirunal
Music Academy, as the pre-
sent Swathi Thirunal Col-
lege of Music was known
then, and completed the Ga-
nabhooshnam course with
first rank.

She became the first wo-
man faculty member of the
college and then its Princi-

Parassala B. Ponnammal

pal, and of RLV College of
Music and Fine Arts, Tripu-
nithura. In 2006, she script-
ed history when she became
the first woman to perform
at the famed Navarathri
Mandapam here, and went
on to perform for 10 consec-
utive years.

HC stays plan
to shut down

dairy farms in
Lakshadweep

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

A Division Bench of the
Kerala High Court on Tues-
day stayed the Lakshad-
weep administration’s de-
cision to close down dairy
farms run by the Animal
Husbandry Department
and remove meat from the
menu of the midday meal
scheme of schools.

The Bench led by Chief
Justice S.  Manikumar
passed the stay order on a
writ petition filed by Ajmal
Ahmed of Kavarathi island
challenging the Animal
Husbandry Department’s
order and the decision of
the district task force to
drop non-vegetarian items
from the menu of the mid-
day meal scheme of
schools.

The petitioner contend-
ed that the decision to
close down the dairy farms
was taken as part of the ad-
ministration’s efforts to im-
plement the proposed Ani-
mal Preservation
(Regulation), 2021 which
bans slaughter of cow,
calves, and bulls, etc., and
also the sale and purchase
of beef and beef products.
The closure of dairy farms
would curtail the source of
milk products and compel
islanders to purchase the
same from Gujarat. The
Administrator was adopt-
ing measures to destroy
the well-maintained dairy
farms and other infrastruc-
ture established on the is-
lands for promoting them.

The petitioner said there
was a proposal to entrust
preparation of food for
midday meal to a non-go-
vernmental organisation,
Akshayapatra, based in
Bengaluru.The petitioner
termed the decisions of the
Administrator illegal and
unsustainable in law.
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BJP slams 2-day monsoon session

Oppn. boycotts BAC meeting; Maharashtra govt. cites COVID-19 for truncated sitting

STAFF REPORTER
MUMBAI

The Maharashtra govern-
ment on Tuesday said the
monsoon session of the State
legislature would be held for
only two days from July 5 in
Mumbai due to the pandem-
ic. Opposition BJP has criti-
cised the move, saying the
government is running away
from its responsibility.

The Business Advisory
Committee (BAC) held its
meeting on Tuesday to de-
cide on details of the mon-
soon session. The BJP boy-
cotted the meeting over the
manner in which the deci-
sion to hold a truncated ses-
sion was taken.

“Today, we (BJP leaders)
met the ruling coalition to

Protest: traffic
diversion in
Navi Mumbai

RAINA ASSAINAR
NAVI MUMBAI

The Navi Mumbai Traffic
Police have announced a
diversion in vehicular
movement on Thursday,
anticipating a law and or-
der situation caused by the
protest planned by project
affected people and BJP
workers against the nam-
ing of the Navi Mumbiai in-
ternational airport. Even
though the police are yet to
give permission, organis-
ers claim close to one lakh
people will participate.

All heavy motor vehicles
and light motor vehicles
travelling from Mumbai to-
wards Pune will be divert-
ed from Airoli toll plaza via
Mahape-Shilphata road to
reach Kalamboli. Vehicles
from Pune will be diverted
from Purusharth petrol
pump at Kalamboli to Airo-
li via Taloja MIDC.

CcM
K

Devendra Fadnavis

decide the schedule for the
monsoon session of the
State legislature. We were
surprised to see the govern-
ment was planning to hold
the session for only two
days. We decided to walk
out of the BAC meeting in
protest against the govern-
ment’s plan to hold the ses-
sion for such a short dura-

tion,” former CM Devendra
Fadnavis said.

“There is no place left for
us to raise the voice of the
common people. The two-
day session will be too short
for us to raise various issues,
the plight of people, farmers,
students as well as the law
and order situation in the
State. This government has
turned the democratic pro-
cesses into a circus,” he said.

Earlier, the State govern-
ment said restrictions would
be in place for MLAs and mi-
nisters to ensure all CO-
VID-19 guidelines were
followed.

“Only one officer can ac-
company the MLAs or minis-
ters. Rest of the staff will have
to remain outside,” the go-

vernment said. All those at-
tending the session would
have to undergo RT-PCR test.
The decision to hold the ses-
sion for two days was taken
considering the present situa-
tion of COVID-19 and the pos-
sibility of a third wave, it said.

Responding to a query on
Shiv Sena MLA Pratap Sar-
naik’s letter urging Chief Mi-
nister and Shiv Sena presi-
dent Uddhav Thackeray to
join hands with the BJP
again, Mr. Fadnavis said it
was an internal matter of the
Sena. “The BJP has nothing
to do with it. Our party is not
interested in bringing down
this government. This three-
party government will fall
under its internal burden,”
he said.

Maharashtra adds 8470 fresh COVID-19
cases, 188 deaths; 9,043 patients recover

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

Maharashtra on Tuesday re-
ported 8,470 new novel co-
ronavirus cases — up from
6,270 cases a day ago — tak-
ing its COVID-19 tally to
59,87,521, while 188 fresh
deaths pushed the toll to
1,18,795, the State Health De-
partment said.

As many as 9,043 patients
were discharged during the
day, taking the number of re-
covered cases to 57,42,258, a
statement said.

There are now 1,23,340
active cases in the State,
where the recovery rate is
95.9%, while the fatality rate
is 1.98%.

The Health Department
said 2,16,861 people were
tested for COVID-19 in the
last 24 hours and added that
so far, 3,98,86,554 tests had
been conducted.

Mumbai city reported 568
new cases and 10 deaths,

»
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A health worker administers COVID-19 vaccine to a beneficiary

at Madhavbaug vaccination centre in Mumbai. Maharashtra on
Tuesday administered a record 5.52 lakh doses, a senior

official said. =emmaNUAL YoGINI

taking its infection tally to
7,21,099 and the toll to
15,315.

In the wider Mumbai divi-
sion, comprising the city
and its satellite towns, there
were 1,784 cases and 33
deaths. This took the cumu-
lative caseload in the region
to 15,79,123 and the deaths to

31,401. The Nashik division
recorded 662 cases and 19
deaths.

The Pune division added
2,206 cases and 37 deaths,
of which 17 came from Sata-
ra district alone, the state-
ment said. The Kolhapur di-
vision registered 3,019 fresh
cases and 66 deaths.

Won' arrest Param Bir till July 3, govt. tells HC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

The Maharashtra govern-
ment on Tuesday told the
Bombay High Court that it
would not arrest senior IPS
officer Param Bir Singh till Ju-
ly 3 in a case registered
against him under the SC/ST

(Prevention of Atrocities) Act.

Senior counsel Darius
Khambata, appearing for the
State government, said his
earlier statement that the pol-
ice would not arrest the form-
er Mumbai Police Commis-
sioner, would continue till
July 3.

A Division Bench of Justic-
es S.S. Shinde and N.J. Jama-
dar posted a petition filed by
Mr. Singh, seeking quashing
of the FIR registered against
him on a complaint of police
inspector Bhimrao Ghadge,
for hearing on July 2.

On that day, the court

would also hear another peti-
tion filed by the senior IPS of-
ficer challenging two enqui-
ries set up against him by the
State government.

Mr. Ghadge made a series
of allegations of corruption
against Mr. Singh and other
officers.
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TECHNOLOGY

GENERAL

INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY & SCIENCE
WARANGAL-15, Telangana State

(An AUTONOMOUS INSTITUTE under Kakatiya University, Warangal)
NAAC A’ Graded & NIRF ranked Institution (2020-Rank Band: 201-250)

Advi Mo Recnsmment / 01/June 2021 FACULTY RECRUITMENT  Date:1806.2021

PRINCIPAL: Applications are invited for the post of PRINCIPAL from the candidates
possessing excellent academic record, research & administrative experience and flair for
management & leadership

FACULTY POSITIONS: Applications are invited from candidates possessing excellent
academic record, research experience and commitment to teaching  for faculty positions
at the level of ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR and PROFESSOR

Candidates who have completed funded research projects and are having competent
propasals for applying to funding agendies will be given pricrity at all the levels.

The Institute reserves the right 1o fill or not to fill any or all the advertised posts. The
Institute also reserves the right to restrict the number of candidates for intendew on the,
basis af thelr experlence and other academic achlevements.

The application form, eligibility criteria, pay structure and other relevant information
can be downloaded from the Institute website : www.kitsw.ac.in
The filled-in application form along with necessary documents and the application
fee should reach The Principal, Kakatiya Institute of Technology & Science

Warangal- 506 015, " Sdi- SECRETARY & CORRESPONDENT
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WALK-IN INTERVIEW
FOR PILOTS (on contract basis)

On Date: 8th July 2021

Must be an Indian citizen with foreign Certificate of
Competency and recognized by India, must acquire relevant

Qualification/ | endorsement from the DG Shipping.

Experience Must possess Certificate of Competency as Master (FG)
with atleast one year sailing experience as Chief Officer and
above in Foreign Going ships.

Age Not more than 55 years of age at the time of entry into

pilotage service.

Contract Period | Initially for 3 years (extendable by periods of 3 years subject

to medical fithess and age not exceeding 65 years).
5 (Five)

No. of Vacancy

For details, please visit our website www.kamarajarport.in
General Manager (CS & BD)

JOBS -
“ COCHIN SHIPYARD LIMITED
(A GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ENTERPRISE)

No. P&A/18(204)/2018Vol IV 17 June 2021
VACANCY IN MUMBAI PORT TRUST PREMISES
CSL Mumbai Ship Repair Unit (CMSRU), Mumbai
NEEDS
Manager (Docking & Services)

For details, please visit CSL website www.cochinshipyard.in

(Career page->CMSRU, Mumbai).

Start date of online application is 23 June 2021.

Last date of receipt of online application is 20 July 2021.
“Hindi version of detailed advertisement is published in the

website (www.cochinshipyard.in) of CSL” Sd/-
GENERAL MANAGER (HR)

=wxs Banks Board Bureau
B, =3

An Autonmous Body of Government of India
invites application for the position of
Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer
of
Punjab National Bank
The Institution: Established in 1894, Punjab National Bank is today the
second largest Public-Sector Bank in the country. After amalgamation of
Oriental Bank of Commerce and United Bank of India, PNB has now a
network of over 10,760 branches, 103,000 employees and global business
of 18,45,739 crore. The MD & CEO bears responsibility of creating value
for all customers, investors and employees, and of making it the first
choice for all stakeholders. You will be expected to position PNB as
the “Most Preferred Bank” for customers, the “Best Place to Work In”
for employees and a "Benchmark of Excellence" for the industry.
The MD & CEO shall hold the office for a term of three years from the date
of joining, subject to a maximum age of 60 years.
Eligibilities:
(A) The candidate should be in the age group of 45 to 57 years as on 19-
Sept-2021.
(B) should have a minimum experience of 15 years in mainstream banking
of which at least one year should at the Board Level as on 19-Sept-2021.

For details of the other eligibility terms and conditions, please see the
advertisement on https://www.banksboardbureau.org.in/ under
the“Vacancies” tab.

How to apply: Interested candidates can apply online through the link
available on https://www.banksboardbureau.org.in/ underthe “vacancies”

tab or directly at https://www.research.net/r/MDCEOPNB s
ttos/ Lwwnusesearch et/ MDCEOPND (e
%
[=];

Further details / corrigendum shall be published on the

Last date of application: 17:00 hours IST on 17-July-2021.
A ND-NDE

Bureau’s website.
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A welcome spike

The threat of a third wave and new variants
make speedy, complete inoculation a priority

ndia began the week with a record, by administering
Iover 8.6 million doses of vaccine on a single day, an

impressive feat even from a global perspective. For
most of May, India struggled to deliver over 2 million
doses a day and beginning June, managed to hike it to
over 3 million doses daily. These are substantial num-
bers, but inadequate, given that the benefits of mass
vaccination would be discernible — in terms of reducing
hospitalisation and mortality — only after a large per-
centage of the population is inoculated. By that metric,
India is a global laggard with only 17% of the population
covered by at least one dose and less than 4% by two.
The U.S., in comparison, has inoculated at least 53%
and the U.K. 64% with a single dose. In that light, India
on a single day being able to administer over twice the
previous weeks’ daily average makes plausible the
Centre’s aspiration to inoculate all of India’s adult pop-
ulation by the year-end. So far, about 25% of them have
been administered at least one dose and to reach the
944 million adult population, it requires above eight
million jabs every day until the year-end.

While India has, as part of its polio vaccination pro-
grammes, administered vaccines to millions of children
in a day, a one-day record is not evidence that the trend
is sustainable. Most States substantially increased their
daily count on June 21 but three stand out: Haryana,
Karnataka and Madhya Pradesh. However M.P., records
show, never peaked over five lakh a day until Monday
when it nearly quadrupled this number. Haryana’s his-
toric high (and average) has hovered around 1.5 lakh
but it more than tripled that on Monday and Karnataka,
with a previous high of 2.6 lakh, multiplied that fivefold
with 11 lakh jabs. To substantially increase vaccination,
both the number of vaccination sessions and doses ad-
ministered must increase. Some States had organised
mass vaccination drives and the rules allowing spot-re-
gistration of those between 18-44 years unlike the pre-
vious requirement of pre-registration on CoWIN may
have helped with the boost. India’s vaccination pro-
gramme primarily rests on the shoulders of Covishield
and by August the numbers of Covaxin are expected to
at least equal the monthly supplies of Covishield. Were
that to happen, it would help with administering at
least between five to six million doses a day and ought
to prompt the Government to rethink its policy of a 12-
16 week gap between Covishield doses to ensure that
more people are fully vaccinated. The threat of a third
wave and new forms of the delta variant make speedy,
complete inoculation a priority, and this ought to be the
driving force of India’s vaccination programme.

Policy creep

Overregulation risks retarding growth and
job creation in the e-commerce sector

arely 11 months after the Government notified the
B Consumer Protection (E-Commerce) Rules,

2020, the Department of Consumer Affairs has
mooted a set of sweeping amendments, ostensibly “to
protect the interests of consumers... and encourage
free and fair competition in the market”. Among them
is a norm stipulating the appointment of a chief com-
pliance officer, a nodal contact person for 24x7 coordi-
nation with law enforcement agencies, and another re-
quiring e-commerce entities offering imported goods
or services to ‘incorporate a filter mechanism to identi-
fy goods based on country of origin and suggest alterna-
tives to ensure a fair opportunity to domestic goods’. A
third mandates a fall-back liability on online market-
places in the event of non-delivery of goods or services
to the consumer. Registration has also been made man-
datory for all e-commerce players; specific ‘flash sales’,
including ‘back-to-back’ ones, are set to be banned; and
all entities must provide information within 72 hours on
any request made by an authorised government agency
probing any breach of law including cybersecurity is-
sues. While on the face of it none of these new rules ap-
pears exceptionable, especially when e-commerce tops
the National Consumer Helpline’s complaints chart,
there is still a distinctly discernible pattern to the chang-
es. Following on the heels of the recent IT (Intermedi-
ary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules,
the draft e-commerce amendments show the Govern-
ment’s increasing keenness to exercise greater over-
sight over all online platforms.

The Centre also appears to be signalling its intent to
dig in its heels in an intensifying stand-off with Wal-
mart’s unit Flipkart, and Amazon, which are both now
in court battling an attempt by the Competition Com-
mission of India to reopen a probe into their business
practices. The two large e-commerce players have had
to contend with accusations that their pricing practices
are skewed to favour select sellers on their platforms
and that their discounting policies have hurt offline re-
tailers. The fact that the latest changes expressly seek to
ensure that none of an e-commerce entity’s ‘related
parties and associated enterprises is enlisted as a seller
for sale to consumers directly’ could also impact sever-
al platforms that retail products supplied by vendors
with arm’s length ties. The enforcement of many of
these norms is bound to spur protracted legal fights. As-
serting that the amendments were not aimed at conven-
tional flash sales, the Government said it was only tar-
geting certain entities engaged in limiting consumer
choice by indulging in ‘back-to-back’ sales wherein a
seller does not have the capability to meet an order. In
trying to address shortcomings in its rules from last
year, the Government appears to be harking back to an
era of tight controls. Overregulation with scope for in-
terpretative ambiguity risks retarding growth and job
creation in the hitherto expanding e-commerce sector.

Countering a political act that has a legal garb

With sedition cases rising, often solely based on word usage, people need to have a political and legal defence

KALEESWARAM RA]J

isha Sultana, a film-maker
Afrom Lakshadweep, was re-
cently booked for the al-
leged offences of sedition and
statements prejudicial to national
integrity. A crime was registered
based on a complaint by a leader
of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).
Ms. Sultana then moved the Kerala
High Court for pre-arrest bail. The
court allowed interim bail to her
on June 17. Ms. Sultana thus got
temporary relief from incarcera-
tion. The court will pass its final or-
ders in the application shortly.
Ms. Sultana’s case is only one
among the numerous sedition cas-
es recently registered in the coun-
try. In Lakshadweep, people have
had sedition slapped against them
for putting up placards or posters
against the Prime Minister. Ms.
Sultana’s case also reveals the re-
gime’s political strategy to threa-
ten dissidents.

Background and implications
Ms. Sultana is alleged to have used
the word ‘bioweapon’ in a televi-
sion discussion about the recent
developments in Lakshadweep
and its draft reforms. She said it
while deliberating over the Laksh-
adweep Administrator’s actions
and omissions that allegedly con-
tributed to the spread of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic on the island,
which was free from the virus in
2020. Ms. Sultana indicated in her
petition before the court and to
the media that she is apologetic
about the word used. In an inter-

view she said that her “bioweapon
remark” was a “mistake” and that
she was “entrapped”.

Hindutva forces have relied
heavily on this subsequent pos-
ture which she publicly made, to
strengthen their stand. They tried
to create a false sense of moral vic-
tory and legitimacy to back their
position, which they thoroughly
lack.

Ms. Sultana is not a political ac-
tivist. And it is probable that she
may not be very articulate or even
be able to present strong argu-
ments on the affairs of the nation.
It seemed like she was partly ac-
cusing herself or acknowledging
the ‘mistake’ in some way. This
self-accusation was, however, un-
warranted. When the purpose of
the sedition law is to curtail oppos-
ing ideas, her rescission had the ef-
fect of legitimising the state’s
wrongful action.

Lessons from history

Ms. Sultana’s case is a case study
for those who are concerned
about the country’s liberal values.
The offence of sedition under Sec-
tion 124A of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) was inserted in the Code in
1870. In the great trial of 1922, Ma-
hatma Gandhi, charged with sedi-
tion, described the provision as
“perhaps the prince among the
political sections of the IPC de-
signed to suppress the liberty of
the citizen.” Gandhiji, who himself
was a lawyer, made two points in
his statement given on March 18,
1922. One, he admitted the charge
of preaching disaffection towards
the then existing regime. Two, he
justified his act and said that it was
his duty to do so as it is “a sin to
have affection for the system (un-
der the British Raj)”. He explained
that “Affection cannot be manu-
factured or regulated by law. If one
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has no affection for a person or
system, one should be free to give
the fullest expression to his disaf-
fection so long as he does not con-
template, promote, or incite to
violence. (https://bit.ly/3vP9S2x)”

This statement is not only polit-
ical but also legal. Curiously, this
assertion that Gandhiji made in
the court was indirectly laid down
as the law by the Constitution
Bench of the Supreme Court of In-
dia in Kedar Nath Singh (1962)
which said that incitement to vio-
lence is the gist of the offence of
sedition. This proposition was fol-
lowed by the top court consistent-
ly, till Vinod Dua (2021), where the
Court said that a journalist cannot
be booked for sedition for express-
ing dissent.

The law was clear even when
Gandhiji was convicted and sen-
tenced. Evidently, the charge and
the conviction were political, not
legal. Even today, the very regis-
tration of crimes against political
opponents under the draconian
laws is essentially a political act,
though it takes a legal form. Ac-
cording to the report by the Na-
tional Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB), between 2016 and 2019
there was a 160% increase in the
registration of sedition cases whe-
reas the conviction rate during
this period fell from 33.3% to 3.3%.
Thus, the process itself becomes
the punishment.

Therefore, one needs to build

up a political defence as well as le-
gal defence against such charges.
Litigation is not merely a means
for the redress of grievance. When
the charges are under ‘political
sections’, as Gandhiji eloquently
described, they need to be coun-
tered by a political praxis as well.
Only such a course would expose
the egregious motive of the state in
accusing its citizens of the offence
of sedition without any legal or
factual foundation whatsoever.
Only such a resistance would be
able to re-educate our judicial in-
stitutions constitutionally and his-
torically, and to ensure dialogic
democracy.

Unfortunately, Ms. Sultana’s
subsequent expression of regret
does not pass this political test.
She could have asserted that the
word she used was correct and
proper. It was possible for her to
justify it as an imagery capable of
exposing the regime’s unprinci-
pled approach in Lakshadweep.

It needs to be told that the Brit-
ish Raj used the draconian provi-
sion only when they alleged that a
speech or a writing resulted in vio-
lence,or there was at least a re-
mote connection between the ov-
ert act and social disturbance. Bal
Gangadhar Tilak was tried in 1897
on an accusation that the articles
in Kesari, a Marathi paper owned
by him, incited violence that led to
the killing of two British officers.
Tilak was convicted and sentenced
to undergo rigorous imprison-
ment for 18 months. In 1908, he
was again tried and later sen-
tenced for writing “seditious” arti-
cles and by connecting them with
certain instances of ‘social disor-
der’. Post-Independence, in Kedar
Nath Singh, the accusation among
others, was that Kedar Nath, a For-
ward Communist Party leader,
had asserted his belief in a revolu-

tion “in the flames of which the
capitalists, zamindars, and the
Congress leaders of India....will be
reduced to ashes....” The Court
said that “comments, however
strongly worded, expressing dis-
approbation of actions of the Go-
vernment, without exciting those
feelings which generate the incli-
nation to cause public disorder by
acts of violence, would not be pe-
nal”. In Balwant Singh (1995), slo-
gans for an independent Sikh na-
tion were found to be not seditious
for want of the ingredient of incite-
ment to violence. None of these
prominent cases relied on the
mere use of words to make out the
offence.

A new judicial activism

But after 2014, cases of sedition
are frequently and intentionally
registered solely based on words
spoken, written, or tweeted. This
can have a chilling effect on peo-
ple’s movements. The clear politi-
cal object behind the invocation of
the law is to create an atmosphere
of fear. This, in a way, is the price
which the country had to pay for
the retention of the law of sedi-
tion, among other draconian laws.
Therefore, the Supreme Court of
India and the High Courts should
take suo motu cognisance of the in-
cidents where the state ostensibly
uses draconian laws to suppress
criticism and protest. This is diffi-
cult, but not impossible. Such suo
motu proceedings would reflect
the kind of judicial activism that
our time demands. The organised
Bar, especially at the State level,
must perform its libertarian role
by constantly demanding for a jud-
iciary that values freedom and acts
for it.

Kaleeswaram Raj is a lawyer in the
Supreme Court of India

The picture is clear, it is top-down misinformation

A new report shows that many Indians know misinformation about the pandemic often comes from the top

Y
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RASMUS KLEIS NIELSEN

hen asked what source of
false or misleading infor-
mation about the novel

coronavirus they are most con-
cerned about, many more Indians
highlight domestic political actors
than worry about activist groups,
foreign governments, or
journalists.

Source of prime concern
Nearly one in four (23%) in our re-
cent survey say that the Govern-
ment, politicians or political par-
ties are the source they are most
concerned about. That is more pe-
ople than worry about misinfor-
mation from platforms such as Fa-
cebook (16%) or YouTube (14%).
Among platforms, only messaging
applications (e.g. WhatsApp) gen-
erate more widespread public
concern among our respondents.
They are named by 28%.
Meanwhile, Indian authorities
often seem mostly interested in
going after alleged misinformation
from activists (only 9% of our In-
dian survey respondents identify
activist groups as the most con-
cerning source of false or mislead-
ing information about the corona-
virus), select journalists and news
organisations (named by 13%), or
on Twitter (which just 4% identify
as the platform they are most con-
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cerned about).

Our survey (https://
bit.ly/3xECltc) only covers En-
glish-speaking Internet users in In-
dia, so while it captures an impor-
tant minority, the data are not
representative of India’s overall
population. Still, it provides in-
sight into how many Indians see
the “infodemic” that has accom-
panied the pandemic, an immense
wave of information that, unfortu-
nately, also includes some false
and misleading material, ru-
mours, and attempts to exploit the
crisis for propaganda or for profit.

The picture is clear — many In-
dians think that misinformation
about the pandemic often comes
from the top.

Are they right? Both academic
research and independent jour-
nalism suggest that they might
well be.

‘Network propaganda’

Study after study around the
world has found such “network
propaganda” (https://
bit.ly/3zQ1djM), where misinfor-
mation is spread by some top pol-
iticians, nakedly partisan news
media who cheer them on, and
well-organised communities of
political supporters active on so-
cial media and messaging
applications.

Top-down misinformation from
politicians, celebrities, and other
prominent public figures are a
small part of the false and mislead-
ing claims one can come across
online in terms of raw volume, but
our research (https://
bit.ly/3zJKVst) during the pandem-

GETTY IMAGES

&

CoviD-19

ic shows it accounts for a large
share of social media engagement.

Even when political actors are
not busy drumming up outright
propaganda in the media and on
digital platforms, authorities also
sometimes risk misleading the pu-
blic in other ways.

In country after country, repor-
ters have found that official CO-
VID-19 death tolls are far lower
than the actual excess deaths re-
corded during the pandemic - as
The Hindu found in Tamil Nadu
(https://bit.ly/3gWGyBG) by com-
paring Civil Registration System
data with the officially reported
figure.

Unproven claims

And politicians have sometimes
promoted supposed coronavirus
remedies with no scientific basis.
Former President of the United
States Donald Trump and Brazi-
lian President Jair Bolsonaro are
prominent international exam-
ples. In India, some politicians
have, for example, claimed that
cow urine can protect people
against COVID-19, even as the In-
dian Medical Association (IMA)
pointed out there was absolutely
no evidence for this, just as the Mi-
nistry of Health and Family Wel-

fare last year came under severe
criticism from for recommending
a range of unproved, alternative
remedies to prevent or treat the
disease.

Some misinformation circulates
peer-to-peer on social media and
on encrypted messaging services
as people share supposed miracle
cures and ineffective alternative
health tips in good faith or care-
lessly. This can create problems.
But arguably, far more problemat-
ic is when people in positions of
authority and prominent public fi-
gures promote measures that have
no scientific basis in the middle of
a deadly pandemic.

Examples from India

One prominent example is the
Bharatiya Janata Party-led Harya-
na State government announcing
last month that it would hand out
one lakh Coronil kits to COVID-19
patients for free.

The ayurvedic remedy was
launched in June last year by Baba
Ramdev’s company, Patanjali Ay-
urved, and at a press conference
the yoga guru claimed (https://
bit.ly/3gKUPCI) the remedy gua-
ranteed “100 per cent recovery
from COVID-19 within seven days
of consuming the medicine”.
Hours later, the central govern-
ment asked Patanjali Ayurved to
stop advertising the drug (https://
bit.ly/3gVPjfd) and the Uttarak-
hand Ayurveda Department res-
ponsible for licensing the remedy
pointed out the licence was for an
immunity booster, not a cure.

In February this year, Ramdev’s
company falsely claimed Coronil

was certified by the World Health
Organization (WHO) — a claim
WHO immediately pointed out
was untrue. And the yoga guru ap-
peared at an event with Union Mi-
nister of Health Harsh Vardhan
promoting alternative medicines
for COVID-19 patients, leading the
IMA to ask the Minister how ethi-
cal it is “to promote the product in
unethical, wrong and false ways to
the whole country?
(https://bit.ly/3wMJjwk)”

The promotion and provision of
what the IMA describes as an “un-
scientific medicine” marketed
with “false and baseless” claims is
an example of how misleading in-
formation from prominent public
figures and people in positions of
authority can lead to bigger pro-
blems than random falsehoods
spread by ordinary people online
and offline.

If authorities in India are se-
rious about addressing misinfor-
mation, they might take a cue
from the fact that much of the In-
dian public clearly recognise that
misinformation often comes from
the top, and spend less time wor-
rying about activists, journalists,
and Twitter, and more time think-
ing about how to ensure that citi-
zens can trust that the health re-
medies promoted by their own
governments and by prominent
political figures are actually safe
and effective.

Professor Rasmus Kleis Nielsen is Director
of the Reuters Institute for the Study of
Journalism at the University of Oxford and
co-author of the 2021 Reuters Institute
Digital News Report’
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Advisory panel

With its constitution of an
Economic Advisory Council
to the Chief Minister,
comprising global experts,
including Nobel laureate
Esther Duflo, the Tamil
Nadu government may have
given an indication that it is
serious about streamlining
the State’s fiscal position
(Page 1, “Nobel laureate in
economic advisory panel”,
June 22). However, in the
run-up to the recent
Assembly election, the now
ruling party, the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam, made
tall promises, many
commitments recurring in
nature, oblivious of the
precarious financial
situation, compounded by
the onslaught of the
pandemic. It may find the
going tough now to fulfil the
aspirations of the people
with finite resources at its

disposal. One of the experts
on the new panel, former
RBI Governor Raghuram
Rajan, is not a votary of
subsidies, whereas the
Government cannot do
away with freebies, which
have only increased
manifold in the last few
decades. The eminent
panellists may not play to
the gallery.

If the panel advocates
austerity measures
including a cap on freebies,
the DMK government may
have to make many
compromises, and with
political repercussions. If it
intends to take advantage of
the panel’s findings to
attract overseas
investments, the
Government cannot pick
and choose the findings
that suit its interests.
Moreover, in India, the
Centre wields a powerful

hold on finances leaving
States often fighting for
their due share. Instead of
constituting the new panel,
the Government should
have taken forward the
proposals of the C.
Rangarajan Committee
presented to the
predecessor government.
This would have saved
time.

V. SUBRAMANIAN,
Chennai

= Though the development is
a welcome approach, it is
cause for some
apprehension. First, the
same experts have already
provided enough policy
advice on inclusive growth
and poverty concerns such
as MGNREGA and the right
to food. Second, the cause of
persistent poverty and
inequality in India is not due
to a poverty of experts’

recommendations but the
implementation system that
remains politically
galvanised. Unbiased
monitoring and an
evaluation system on
development programmes
(based on the theory of
change principles) are
needed.

V. RENGARAJAN,
Chennai

m [ happened to read the
book, The Dravidian Years -
Politics and Welfare in Tamil
Nadu, authored by S.
Narayan, and one of the five
economic experts on the
panel. Though the writer has
not explicitly mentioned
M.K. Stalin as a future leader
and we find him wondering
about the future of the State
in the absence of the tall
leaders such as M.
Karunanidhi, M.G.R. and
Jayalalithaa, in his

concluding line, “The future
is now a question mark,
waiting for a new paradigm
to emerge”, he drives
readers to guess who that
future leader could be. Mr.
Stalin’s leadership could well
be the new paradigm.

THARCIUS S. FERNANDO,
Chennai

Stand on ex gratia

The way the central
government has handled the
second wave of the
pandemic has been an
abysmal failure. It has now
hit a new low by its stance on
ex gratia. Innumerable
families have lost their bread
winners and ex gratia is the
only way they can make both
ends meet. The Government
ought to fathom the situation
from the perspective of an
impoverished family.

AANYA SINGHAL,
Noida, Uttar Pradesh
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Milkha Singh

In the passing of Milkha
Singh, Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh has said
that his government would
ensure that Milkha Singh’s
memory continues to inspire
younger generations.
Perhaps the Chief Minister
may not forget that the
moniker the ‘Flying Sikh’,
given to Milkha Singh, came
from none other than then
Pakistan President General
Ayub Khan. This gesture also
represents a time when both
nations could still run as one
even after 1947. Perhaps this
is the spirit that we must now
seek to inculcate in the
younger generations and
cross the boundaries in the
way of the betterment of ties
between the two neighbours.

UDAYAN SINGH,
Amritsar, Punjab
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The politics of an aerial snare

The investigation into the forced landing of a Ryanair aircraft in Belarus could be long-drawn-out

SUJAN R. CHINOY

On May 23, a Ryanair flight was
forced to make an emergency land-
ing in Minsk by a MiG-29 fighter jet of
Belarus. The dissident Belarussian
journalist, Roman Protasevich, who
was travelling in the commercial, ci-
vilian aircraft, was subsequently ar-
rested. The whole operation, it is al-
leged, was carried out on the orders
of President Alexander Lukashenko,
who has ruled Belarus for 27 years.

Global reaction

The incident received considerable
global attention. The European Un-
ion (EU) and the U.S. denounced it
and called for a thorough investiga-
tion by the International Civil Avia-
tion Organization (ICAO). EU-based
carriers have since heeded the call to
avoid overflight of Belarus. Belaru-
sian flights have been barred from
overflying EU airspace or landing at
its airports. Air France, British Air-
ways, Lufthansa, KLM and a host of
other airlines have implemented
their own suspensions.

At a special meeting convened on
May 27, the ICAO Council expressed
strong concern at the incident and
launched a fact-finding investigation.
Official requests for information
were sent out to the countries in-
volved in the event. Belarus and Po-
land have provided some prelimin-
ary details. Information is awaited
from Greece, Ireland, Lithuania and
Switzerland. An interim report is ex-
pected to be presented to the ICAO
Council by the end of its current ses-
sion, on or near June 23. The report
is expected to be considered only at
the next session, which begins on
September 13.

European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen called the inci-
dent an “attack on democracy”, an
“attack on freedom of expression”,
and an “attack on European sove-
reignty”. The U.S., EU, and the U.K.
have slapped further sanctions on
Belarus. How justified was Belarus in
taking such a decision? The answer
lies at the junction of Belarus’s dom-
estic laws as a sovereign country and

File photo of Roman Protasevich at a court hearing in Minsk, Belarus. s=reuters

international laws governing the ac-
tion that states can legitimately take
to deal with threats to security, real
or perceived.

Not the first of its kind

The flight that the 26-year-old fugi-
tive blogger boarded was operated
by the Irish low-cost airline, Ryanair.
It was on its way from Greece to Lith-
uania. While traversing the airspace
of Belarus, an ostensible ‘bomb
scare’ forced the aircraft to make an
emergency landing in Minsk for stan-
dard checks. It turned out to be a
false alarm. Mr. Protasevich, whose
presence on board is suspected to be
the real reason behind the action,
was taken into custody soon after.

According to media reports, Mr.
Protasevich, who had fled Belarus
for Poland in 2019, had been in
Greece to attend an economic confe-
rence with other Belarusian dissi-
dents. There, the blogger also co-
vered the visit of exiled Belarus
Opposition leader Sviatlana
Tsikhanouskaya.

If convicted, he could face a long
prison term or worse. After all, Bela-
rus is the only country in Europe that
hands down the death penalty.

Mr. Protasevich’s case is not the
first of its kind. Abdolmalek Rigi,
head of the Jundullah militant group,
accused by Iran for fomenting at-
tacks in the province of Sistan-Balu-
chistan, was similarly arrested in Fe-
bruary 2010. According to Iranian
media reports, Rigi’s plane was
forced to land in Bandar Abbas by
Iranian aircraft while on a flight from
Dubai to Bishkek in Kyrgyzstan. Rigi
was subsequently tried and execut-
ed. Itek Air, a small Bishkek-based

Tackling the Hindutva bugbear

Dalit-Muslim alliances are not enough to restore
secularism; upper caste Hindus are needed too

SHAIKH MUJIBUR REHMAN

Ever since the Sachar Committee Re-
port of 2006 demonstrated that the
socio-economic conditions of Mus-
lims have worsened compared to Da-
lits, some have argued that Muslims
have become India’s new Dalits. It is
further proposed that the two com-
munities should forge an alliance to
fight the Hindu Right to restore secu-
larism because together they consti-
tute a significant number: Muslims
constitute 14.2% of the population
and Dalits, 16.63% (Census 2011).

Differences
There are some basic differences bet-
ween the two communities. Muslims
are historically a multi-class com-
munity, whereas Dalits are evolving
into one, boosted by reservation pol-
icies. There are further nuanced dif-
ferences. Consider rhetorical ques-
tions such as: who is the Shah Rukh
Khan or Sania Mirza or Bismillah
Khan of Dalits? In the psychological
domain, discrepancies are equally
apparent. A working class Muslim
can embrace the Red Fort or the Taj
Mahal as a proud legacy of his ances-
tors, but Dalits have no such iconic
symbols. Thousands of years of sub-
jugation of Dalits by upper caste Hin-
dus have presented them as people
not worthy of history or even without
history. The Hindu Right has weapo-
nised the history of Muslims against
them. Therefore, BSP leader Maya-
wati had compelling reasons to build
statues of Dalit icons, which received
flak from many upper caste Hindus.
Dalits continue to suffer from or-
ganised violence unleashed by upper
caste Hindus. The flogging of a Dalit
family in Una in 2016 is a case in
point. Some Dalits, research sug-
gests, have occasionally participated
in violence against Muslims in riots
(in Gujarat in 2002, for instance). In
modern India, Muslims have not par-
ticipated in organised violence
against Dalits, nor have they syste-
matically raised their voice against it
because Muslims are quite lost as a
political community. This explains
their failure to organise a worthwhile
resistance against lynching. Whatev-
er protest occurred was spearheaded
by secular forces with artists and in-
tellectuals at the forefront. Muslims

cM
K

almost seemed like benign onlook-
ers. The anti-Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act protests were a face-saver,
but those too was below the potential
of a 200 million-strong community.

In rare instances, there are warm
social relationships between a frac-
tion of the Pasmanda community,
Dalit Muslims and Dalit Hindus. Ne-
vertheless, social bonding between
the Ashraf Muslims and Hindu Dalits
is constricted. B.R. Ambedkar knew
this. Once he chastised a Muslim man
who declined to offer him water by
saying untouchability has no place in
Islam. In his speech on conversion on
May 31, 1936, Ambedkar exhorted
Dalits to leave the Hindu fold for any
religion including Islam.

In recent years, upper caste Hin-
dus have gravitated towards the Hin-
du Right causing the breakdown of
the secular project for at least two
reasons. First, upper caste Hindus
have been persuaded by the Hindu
Right’s campaign that Indian secula-
rism is a Muslim project. In every
election, the BJP deploys incendiary
concepts such as ‘appeasement’ and
‘vote bank politics’ with greater in-
tensity to deepen the politics of po-
larisation. This triggers asymmetric
counter-polarisation among Mus-
lims. Second, policies of the Western
states in the post-9/11 era contributed
to Islamophobia’s rise. This swayed
the Indian diaspora, drawn mainly
from upper caste Hindus. They fail to
register the distinct multicultural
profile of Indian Muslims. While a
good fraction of upper caste Hindus
is now wedded to the Hindu Right’s
majoritarian project, plenty embrace
it for circumstantial reasons and re-
main indifferent to Muslim suffering.

The paradox of Indian democracy
is that upper caste Hindus, a tiny mi-
nority, control the labyrinth of power
in all spheres. Even historically, the
Mughals and the British had to have
upper caste Hindus in their army and
bureaucracy to run their empire.
Therefore, the upper caste Hindus
have to be on board to restore India’s
wounded secular project because Da-
lit-Muslim alliances are not enough.

Shaikh Mujibur Rehman teaches at Jamia
Millia Islamia and is author of the coming
book, ‘Shikwa-e- Hind: The Political Future of
Indian Muslims’
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airline, folded up in 2010 for unrelat-
ed reasons. There is no direct paral-
lel between Mr. Protasevich and Rigi
except that both men were wanted
by the governments of their respec-
tive countries and their custody was
secured through very unconvention-
al means.

Pressure to divert passenger air-
craft from preordained flight paths
could be on grounds of a security
threat or for political reasons. In
2013, during the manhunt by the U.S.
for National Security Agency whistle-
blower Edward Snowden, Bolivian
President Evo Morales’s plane was
forced to land in Austria after several
European countries refused the air-
craft permission to enter their air-
space, allegedly due to pressure from
the U.S. According to reports, there
was suspicion that Mr. Snowden
might have boarded the President’s
plane in Moscow. As it turned out,
Mr. Snowden, who later obtained
asylum and stayed on in Moscow,
was not in the aircraft. Following the
incident, seven Latin American
countries voiced their concerns to
the then UN Secretary-General, Ban
Ki-Moon, who asserted that “a Head
of State and his or her aircraft enjoy
immunity and inviolability”.

An issue with many dimensions

The issue of the use of military air-
craft to neutralise potential threats
posed by civilian aircraft acquired a
different kind of urgency in the after-
math of terrorist attacks in the U.S.
on September 11, 2001. Generally
speaking, international law grants so-
vereignty to nations over their air-
space as it does in territorial waters.
The Convention on International Ci-

vil Aviation, better known as the Chi-
cago Convention of 1944, to which
Belarus is a signatory state, prohibits
any unlawful intervention against a
civilian aircraft. At the same time, it
has various provisions under Article
9 which permit a sovereign state the
right to impose restrictions, includ-
ing enforced landings at a designated
airport in its territory, in “exception-
al circumstances or during a period
of emergency, or in the interest of
public safety”. Once a flight has land-
ed, Article 16 provides the host coun-
try the right to board/search the air-
craft. This is probably the clause that
provided cover for the local authori-
ties to board Mr. Morales’s aircraft in
Austria in 2013. But the Chicago Con-
vention applies only to civilian air-
craft of the contracting parties. In
this case, the national carrier, Bela-
via Belarusian Airlines, is not in-
volved though it is part of the target-
ed sanctions by the EU.

International law might also have
to be examined in light of the Inter-
national Air Services Transit Agree-
ment (IASTA), also concluded in Chi-
cago in 1944. According to this
agreement, contracting states grant
to one another the freedom of air
transit in respect of scheduled inter-
national air services, that is, the pri-
vilege to fly across territories without
landing. Belarus is not a signatory of
IASTA. For that matter, neither is
Russia, which is the main supporter
of Mr. Lukashenko.

Given the multiple interpretations
possible under the Chicago Conven-
tion and related agreements, the in-
vestigation could be a long-drawn-
out affair. The International Court of
Justice does consider ICAO-related
cases, but it cannot enforce its deci-
sions. The United Nations Security
Council is a divided house and, in
any case, does not consider unlisted
agenda unless the case constitutes a
major threat to international peace
and security. This is not a matter that
easily lends itself to technical consid-
eration, given that it goes beyond the
issue of a forced landing of a civilian
airliner to encompass broader geo-
political issues. A meaningful out-
come from the ICAO investigation
may therefore prove evasive.

Sujan R. Chinoy, a former Ambassador, is the
Director General of the Manohar Parrikar
Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses,
New Delhi; views are personal

Chores and conversations:
how to keep children engaged

Parents face many challenges but there are ways to cope

NANDINI RAMAN

The pandemic-related lockdowns have not
been easy for anyone, but they have been
particularly difficult for children, parents,
teachers and the elderly.

Learning from home
Children have been mostly indoors for over a
year. Toddlers may not remember this pe-
riod later, but for older children, there is lit-
tle at home to stimulate their curious, active
minds. With schools remaining shut, chil-
dren have been attending online classes. Ma-
ny parents have reported that their children,
especially in the 4-6 age group, have been
finding it hard to focus during online classes.
Mothers have said during counselling ses-
sions that their children have shown disinter-
est and lack of motivation. Some don’t parti-
cipate during class; they keep themselves
busy on their parents’ phones and other
gaming sites, or by chatting with their
friends. To make matters worse, children are
inclined to unwind after a long day of virtual
learning by again being on their gadgets. Pa-
rents deal with this problem in various ways:
they grab and hide the devices, turn the WiFi
off, and beg and plead with their children to
fall in line. But these requests often fall on
deaf ears and finally the parents give in.
Once the pandemic ends, a great challenge is
going to be to cure children of their screen
addiction. Studies have found that limiting
the use of online time can lead to significant
reductions in loneliness and depression.
Since this is a new system for schools too,
teachers are unable to constantly keep track
of what the children are up to. Online tests
and assessments cannot always be moni-
tored. Some parents have said that they have
caught their children cheating during tests.
Teachers too are heading towards a burnout.
They have had to learn new ways of making
virtual classes engaging and fun and prepare
content accordingly. While in the classroom,
teachers give special attention to children
with learning difficulties, this hasn’t been
possible during the pandemic. Children with
dyslexia, dyscalculia, etc. have it especially
hard at a time like this. It has become almost
entirely the parents’ responsibility to help
the child, when they themselves are overbur-
dened. With no day-care centres, after-
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closure of work

Deepening distress

When lockdowns were imposed during the second wave
of COVID-19, 92% of workers did not receive any money
from their employer, according to a recent report by the
Stranded Workers Action Network (SWAN). The results are
based on data gathered from 1,396 worker groups, adding
up to 8,023 people, including 4,836 women and children
who made distress calls to the organisation in May 2021.
The calls were made because of unavailability of work,
pending wage payments and depleting savings.

NO EMPLOYMENT | Ninety-one per cent of the people
said that their work had stopped due to local lockdowns
imposed during the second wave. The number of days
since work had stopped increased in the second half

of May. The second chart shows the seven-day rolling
average of days since work stopped as reported by workers
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NO DUES PAID | In the survey, 34% of the workers said
that they had not been paid their dues for work before the
lockdown, while 15% of them said that they had received it
partially. After lockdowns were imposed, 92% of them said
they did not receive money from their employer
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school care centres, play dates, sleepovers,
birthday parties and so on, it has become the
task of the parents to help in their children’s
education, look after them, and entertain
them, all while doing their own work.

Higher school students have reported dif-
ferent issues. There have been challenges in
learning in the absence of laboratories and
field visits. Many are set to graduate from
school without having met their friends for
over a year. While this may not be a problem
for all students and some enjoy being at
home, others may find it more challenging to
re-enter social life and should do so slowly.
Entrance exams have been postponed for
college admissions and so, students feel de-
motivated to prepare.

Further, the pandemic has exacerbated
the divide between the rich and poor. The
lesser privileged children who have had little
or no access to smartphones, computers and
Internet have reported feeling dejected.
School dropouts are becoming a problem.

How can parents help?

While the situation can improve only when
the pandemic abates and schools reopen,
parents and teachers can do a few things to
keep the children happy and engaged. If pa-
rents are proactive and positive, this could
have a big impact on their children. Children
pick up quickly on parents’ fears and so it is
important for parents to remain calm and
patient and meet their children’s concerns in
an age-appropriate manner. If parents show
that they are resilient, children too will learn
to be that way. To keep the children engaged
at home, parents can assign them tasks and
chores. They can train their children to
cook, clean, and focus on basic hygiene. All
this will help the children throughout their
adult life. Parents should also look out for
signs that indicate that the child is having
trouble coping. If children are unable to fol-
low a routine, sleep poorly, and constantly
complain of anxiety, fear, etc., parents
should take note. All these emotions could
have a long-term impact on the children. Pa-
rents can also set an example by doing a dig-
ital detox. Spending time with young chil-
dren and listening to their stories is
important as they require a lot of attention. If
parents are unavailable, children will seek
out others online, which could be danger-
ous. Pursuing hobbies, exercising, and hit-
ting the outdoors while following COVID-19
protocols will all help keep the body and
mind active and refreshed. Each child is un-
ique and needs to be dealt with differently.

Nandini Raman is a Chennai-based counsellor
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FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 23, 1971
Chinese articles dropped in Bihar

New Delhi, June 22: Preliminary investiga-
tion has shown broadly that the Chinese lit-
erature airdropped by balloons in Bihar vil-
lages on June 18 last was of Kuomintang
Chinese origin and it would therefore be far-
fetched to link it with communist or naxalite
activites, the Minister of State for Home Af-
fairs, Mr. Ram Niwas Mirdha, told the Lok
Sabha to-day. Mr. Mirdha was replying to a
volley of supplementaries after making a
statement in response to a calling attention
motion on the reported air-dropping of Chi-
nese literature, banner, garments, tor-
chlights, biscuits and transmitters for the
naxalites by a Chinese plane in the fields of
Tidarampur and Palani villages in Monghyr
district of Bihar last week. Mr. Mirdha told
Mr. Bibhuti Mishra (Cong. R) and four oth-
ers, who raised the issue, that a full report
had not yet been received from the Bihar Go-
vernment, which was inquiring into it. He
was, therefore, unable to give details of the
articles recovered and whether or not a tran-
mitter was among them.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 23, 1921

On India’s problems.

London, June 16: Mr. Sastri in course of an
interview declared that the burning subject
for India at the coming conference was
equal rights for Indians within the Empire
which were denied by all Dominions in dif-
fering degrees and in this connection Mr.
Sastri emphasised the distinction between
the attitude of Britain and South Africa, Ca-
nada and Australia. Mr. Sastri said he could
not help wondering whether the Dominions
realised the true meaning and greatness of
the Empire or whether it was for them simp-
ly a matter of convenience for trade connec-
tions instead of far greater and higher con-
ceptions. As regards Kenya, Mr. Sastri said
that conditions there were a shame to the
British name. Indians went to East Africa
long before the British. Mr. Sastri paid a tri-
bute to the vigour with which the India Of-
fice and the Government of India were fight-
ing India’s battles. Referring to the
Anglo-Japanese alliance, Mr. Sastri declared
that Indians were indifferent to it if reference
to India was taken out. He said that there
was no ground for any agreement with Japan
about the maintenance of peace in India and
Mr. Sastri was hopeful with regard to the
outlook in India. In his opinion Lord Read-
ing has made an excellent start.
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Cong. goes into damage

control over Punjab

AICC general secretary in-
charge of Punjab Harish Ra-
wat and former MP J.P. Ag-
garwal were the other mem-
bers of the panel who
attended the meeting with
Captain Amarinder.

The panel is said to have
taken note of the comments
made by Mr Sidhu in the
media, especially at a time
when the high command
was working towards resol-
ing the differences between
different factions in Punjab.

Sources said that the
AICC panel is said to have in-
dicated that there would
soon be changes in the Pun-
jab unit and the Chief Minis-
ter needs to make himself
accessible to all sections of
the party

Separately, Mr Gandhi
met over a dozen leaders
from Punjab in the past two
days including Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (PCC) chief

BRO renaming’

town sparks
anger in
Arunachal

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The Border Roads Organi-
sation (BRO) has rubbed
various organisations in
Arunachal Pradesh the
wrong way by “renaming”
a town in the State and
showing it as part of Assam
during a programme at-
tended by Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh on June
17. The All Arunachal Pra-
desh Students’ Union and
local organisations in Ki-
min in Papum Pare dis-
trict, situated 75 km from
State capital Itanagar, have
demanded an apology
from the BRO for the “how-
ler” which, they said, was
made deliberately to let a
“certain country” know
the Defence Minister visit-
ed Assam and not the State
it claimed.

Sunil Jakhar, Rajya Sabha
member Partap Singh Bajwa
and Punjab legislator Pargat
Singh and Lok Sabha mem-
ber Ravneet Singh Bittu.

“Rahul Gandhi ji met
more than 4 leaders yester-
day and would be meeting
more than nine today. Eve-
ryone is putting across their
views before him and the
main issue if how do we ap-
proach the 2022 Assembly
elections. Everyone is talk-
ing about what kind of re-
forms that we need to do be-
fore election and every
party does this six months
before the elections,” Mr.
Bittu told reporters after
meeting Mr Gandhi.

While there is no clarity if
or when Mr Sidhu will be
politically  rehabilitated,
sources say that the Punjab
Chief Minister is under pres-
sure from his MLAs to
deliver.

Afghan violence has risen: Jaishankar

Minister says the country’s territory must not be used by terrorist groups to attack any other country

SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI

Talks between the Afghanis-
tan government and the Tali-
ban have not resulted in any
reduction in violence, said
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar, pointing out that
reports from the UN Assis-
tance Mission in Afghanistan
(UNAMA) showed a major in-
crease in violence despite
the talks and a U.S.-Taliban
agreement last year. Howev-
er, he said India is ‘suppor-
tive’ of the Intra-Afghan ne-
gotiations, and called for the
United Nations to play a
“leading role” in the reconci-
liation process.

“Violence has only in-
creased, especially after May
1,” Mr. Jaishankar told the UN
Security Council at a special
meeting on Tuesday, as he
referred to the May deadline
that had originally been
agreed to as a date for the
U.S. troops pull-out from Af-
ghanistan. “The country has

India’s stand: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar taking
part in the meet via video conferencing from New Delhi. =pTi

been witnessing targeted at-
tacks on religious and ethnic
minorities, girl students, Af-
ghan security forces, Ulemas
[clerics], women occupying
positions of responsibility,
journalists, civil rights acti-
vists and youth,” he said,
calling for a “permanent and
comprehensive ceasefire”.
According to the UNAMA
report that was detailed by
U.N. Secretary General’s Spe-
cial Representative Deborah
Lyons, civilian casualties

have increased by 29% in the
first quarter of 2021, com-
pared to last year, and wo-
men casualties increased by
37% and child casualties by
23%. Ms. Lyons said not only
has the Taliban captured
more territory in the last few
weeks but also seems poised
to take over key cities once
the foreign troops pull out.
American envoy to the
U.N. Linda Thomas Green-
field defended the U.S. move
to pull out troops as a care-

4 theatre commands likely this year

Narendra Modi is expected to make the announcement of their launch soon

DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

Amid discussions to evolve a

consensus on the creation of

integrated theatre com-
mands, it is expected that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will make an announ-
cement on it soon and the
four proposed commands
are likely raised by year end,
according to two official
sources.

“The theatrisation pro-
cess is going on well. It is
making satisfactory pro-
gress. Amongst the three ser-
vices, we have been able to
resolve most of the issues,”
Chief of Defence Staff (CDS)
Gen Bipin Rawat said on
Tuesday. He chaired a meet-

ing with the Vice Chiefs of
the three services, Chief of

Integrated Defence Staff and
representatives from the Mi-
nistries of Defence, Home
and Finance to iron out

2 held in Shaurya Chakra
awardee murder case

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has arrested
two alleged Khalistan Liber-
ation Force (KLF) accom-
plices in connection with
the killing of Comrade Bal-
winder Singh Sandhu, a
Shaurya Chakra awardee.
The accused have been
identified as Harbhinder
Singh and Navpreet Singh.
The agency has alleged that
they are close aides of the
chargesheeted accused, In-
derjit Singh, who had con-

Police told to
probe charge
against Raut

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court on
Tuesday directed the
Mumbai Police Commis-
sioner to inquire into alle-
gations made by a woman
of harassment by some
men at the behest of Shiv
Sena leader Sanjay Raut.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices S.S. Shinde and N.J. Ja-
madar was hearing a plea
filed by the 36-year-old wo-
man alleging that some
men are stalking and ha-
rassing her and her es-
tranged husband at the
behest of Mr. Raut, a mem-
ber of the Rajya Sabha.

The petition stated that
the woman had lodged
three complaints but no ac-
tion had been taken against
those involved.

In the order, the court
said, “We direct the Com-
missioner of Police to look
into the grievances raised
in the petition. The Com-
missioner of Police shall
respond to us and submit a
report on June 24.”
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ducted reconnaissance, and
were involved in the conspi-
racy to kill the Shaurya
Chakra awardee.

“Both the accused were
produced before the NIA
Special Court, Mohali, on
Tuesday and have been ta-
ken into NIA custody for
four days,” the agency said.

The case was initially re-
gistered at the Bhikhiwind
police station in Tarn Taran
after Comrade Balwinder
Singh was killed at his resi-
dence-cum-school on Oc-
tober 16, 2020.

© A Rubber Board research
¢ farm on the outskirts of Gu-
¢ wahati
. world’s first genetically mod-
¢ ified (GM) rubber plant tai-
. lored for the climatic condi-
. tions in the Northeast.

now sports the

The GM rubber has addi-

¢ tional copies of the gene
¢ MnSOD, or manganese-con-
. taining superoxide dismu-
¢ tase, inserted in the plant,
¢ which is expected to tide ov-
. er the severe cold conditions
¢ during winter — a major fac-
¢ tor affecting the growth of
i young rubber plants in the
: region.

The plant was developed

at the Kerala-based Rubber
¢ Research Institute of India
| (RRID.

Planting the GM rubber at

¢ the research farm at Sarutari
: off the highway to Megha-
¢ laya capital Shillong on June
¢ 22, Rubber Board Chairman
i and Executive Director K.N.
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Bipin Rawat

differences.

“There is a better under-
standing that if the three ser-
vices integrate, bring about
jointness and carry out
transformation, then I think,
we will ensure better effi-
ciency and utilisation of our
existing services. I think
we’ll be better prepared for
combat,” Gen. Rawat said.

An air defence command,
maritime theatre command,

integrated eastern theatre
command and integrated
western theatre command
are on the anvil. “A maritime
theatre commander will not
be appointed right away. The
command will be first raised
and commander appointed
later,” a source said.

Several officials had said
the IAF has major reserva-
tions over the creation of the
commands.

There have also been
questions on the naming of
the commands. The IAF was
for all commands to be rota-
tional and so wanted the
naming to be domain specif-
ic, one of the sources said.
“It has been broadly agreed
but initially they would be
with respective service com-
mander till the command
stabilises,” the source said.

The need was integrated
joint planning and not coor-
dinated or syncing of opera-

tions as was done now. Sin-
gle service operations were
not efficient or made the
best use of the resources, the
official said.

The proposed change was
at the highest level, instead
of one Service making a sin-
gle plan that was then routed
through the headquarters
and the Integrated Defence
Command (IDS), in the new
plan, it would be held by a
three-star commander and
integrated with other two
domains, the source ex-
plained. “These plans will be
presented to Chiefs of Staff
Committee (CoSC) as op-
posed to a single plan being
presented to a Chief,” the of-
ficial said.

“The operational func-
tions will shift to theatre
commands, which will in-
volve the creation of joint
structures in headquarters
IDS.”

fully considered decision,
but warned the Taliban that
taking the “military path”
would not bring the group
legitimacy.

Without making any di-
rect references to Pakistan
or any particular terror
group, Mr. Jaishankar called
for an end to “terrorist safe
havens” and “terrorist sup-
ply chains” as well as cross-
border terror, and said the
international ~ community
must ensure that transit
trade from Afghanistan to
the “high seas” is allowed.

“It is equally important to
ensure that the territory of
Afghanistan is not used by
terrorist groups to threaten
or attack any other country.”

Afghanistan Foreign Mi-
nister Hanif Atmar, who at-
tended the UNSC meeting,
was more candid accusing
the Taliban of keeping its
links with the al-Qaeda and
Pakistan-based terror groups
including the Lashkar-e-Toi-

Akhil Gogoi
cleared of
UAPA charge

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

A special court of the Na-
tional Investigation Agency
(NIA) has cleared Sibsagar
MLA Akhil Gogoi in one of
two cases he was slapped
with under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA), 1967, for allegedly
inciting violence during
the December 2019 prot-
ests in Assam against the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act (CAA).

The MLA, then an acti-
vist associated with pres-
sure group Krishak Mukti
Sangram Samiti, has been
in jail since his arrest in
these two and several oth-
er cases.

On Tuesday, NIA Special
Judge Pranjal Das did not
frame charges against Mr.
Gogoi in connection with
the UAPA case registered in
Chabua police station.

ba and the Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan.

He said as the withdrawal
of the U.S.-NATO troops is
completed, the international
community would see that
the Taliban has not kept any
of its promises, including the
promise to cut ties with in-
ternational terrorism, to re-
duce violence and work to-
wards a ceasefire and to
reach a political settlement
with the government of Af-
ghanistan.

At another web meet, Af-
ghanistan President Ashraf
Ghani said the Taliban was
putting its “relationship with
its network and sponsors”
ahead of the Afghan people,
and called upon the militant
group to “make a choice”
between the LeT, the Jaish-e-
Mohammad, the al-Qaeda
and other groups or make a
“common bond of patrio-
tism” with the people.

(With inputs from Sriram
Lakshman in Washington)

Arms bound
for Myanmar
seized, 2 held

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

In one of the major arms
recoveries in recent times
in Mizoram, the Assam Ri-
fles on Tuesday seized a
large haul of war-like stores
being smuggled to Myan-
mar and apprehended two
individuals.

“These explosives are
believed to be transported
from Mizoram to Myanmar
for use by the Chin national
Army against the Myanmar
Army,” an Assam Rifles offi-
cial said on condition of
anonymity. The recoveries
included 3,000 special det-
onators in six cartons, 925
electric detonators in 37
packets, 2,000 metres of
fuse in four boxes and 63
sacks of explosives sub-
stance, each sack contain-
ing 10 packets each of 2.08
kg of Class II Category - ZZ
explosive powder weighing
atotal of 1.3 tonnes, a state-
ment said.

Arnab Goswami named
in TRP scam chargesheet

Three more named as accused

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The Mumbai Police have
named Arnab Goswami, the
editor-in-chief of Republic
TV and owner of ARG Out-
lier Media, as an accused in
the Television Ratings
Points manipulation case.
Mr. Goswami has been
named along with Shivendu
Mulekar, chief operating of-
ficer Priya Mukherjee and
chief financial officer Shiva
Sundaram in the 1,800-page
supplementary
chargesheet.

The other accused in-
clude Partho Dasgupta,
former chief executive office
of BARC, and 14 others.

They have been charged
under Sections 409 (crimi-
nal breach of trust by public
servant, or by banker, mer-
chant or agent), 420 (cheat-
ing and dishonestly induc-

Move against ex-Chief Secretary is vengeful: TMC

‘Centre’s actions
are weakening
federal structure’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

The Trinamool Congress on
Tuesday came out in the de-
fence of former Chief Secre-
tary Alapan Bandyopadhyay
describing the Centre’s pro-
posal to hold “major penalty
proceedings against him” as
“wrong, unfair, and
vengeful”.

“The Centre’s actions are
not only weakening the fed-
eral structure but also dis-

rupting administration in
West Bengal by upsetting the
officers so they cannot func-
tion independently,” said se-
nior party leader and Lok
Sabha MP Sougata Roy.

The Centre’s June 16
memorandum said, “Sri Ala-
pan Bandopadhyay, IAS
(Retd) (WB 1987) is hereby
informed that the Central
Government proposes to
hold Major Penalty Proceed-
ings against him under Rule
8 of the All-India Services
(Discipline and Appeal)
Rules, 1969 (herein referred
to as Discipline Rules), read
with Rule 6 of the All-India

‘World's first GM rubber
'sapling planted in Assam

- Institute says it is tailored for the climate of the northeast

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
: GUWAHATI

Rubber Board Chairman K.N. Raghavan planting the GM

rubber sapling in Guwahati on Tuesday. =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Raghavan said the RRII had
earlier developed two high-
yielding hybrid clones of
rubber adapted to the cli-
matic conditions of the
Northeast.

“This is the first time any
GM crop has been deve-
loped exclusively for this re-
gion after years of painstak-
ing research in RRII’s
biotechnology laboratory,”

he said. Natural rubber is a
native of warm humid Ama-
zon forests and is not natu-
rally suited for the colder
conditions in the Northeast,
which is one of the largest
producers of rubber in In-
dia. Laboratory studies con-
ducted at the RRII showed
the GM rubber plants ove-
rexpressed the MnSOD gene
as expected.

Services (Death-cum-Retire-
ment  Benefits)  Rules,
1958...”. Mr Bandyopadhyay
retired from services on May
31, 2021 and was appointed
Chief Adviser to Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee.

Registering protest

At a press conference, the
Trinamool leaders said while
Mr. Bandyopadhyay will take
his own decision on the not-
ification, the party is regis-
tering protest.

“The former Chief Secre-
tary is not a member of our
party. What steps he will
take are his own decision.

Plea for 100%
procurement
by Centre

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

An application has been
filed in the Supreme Court
challenging the Central go-
vernment’s policy to allow
25% of the domestically
manufactured COVID-19
vaccines to be procured by
private hospitals.

The plea filed by John
Brittas, CPI(M) Rajya Sabha
MP, and Professor R. Ra-
makumar of the Tata Insti-
tute of Social Sciences,
Mumbai, said that the new
policy will cause a reserva-
tion for the rich and urban
people. The application
has urged the top court to
direct the Centre to take
over 100% procurement

The plea has cited statis-
tics from the past vaccina-
tion drives, including tu-
berculosis, DPT3 and
polio, where contribution
of the private sector was
negligible. Already, the ap-
plication argues, there is a
massive under-utilisation
of vaccines by the private
hospitals.

But we are registering our
protest,” said Rajya Sabha
MP Sukhendu Sekhar Roy.
Mr. Roy said such “depart-
mental enquiry” cannot be
undertaken against a retired
IAS officer, unless it is relat-
ed to financial irregularities.
The Union government on
May 28 issued an order ask-
ing Mr. Bandyopadhyay to
report to Delhi on grounds
that he skipped a post-cy-
clone review meeting with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at Kalaikunda in West
Bengal. Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee has said she
along with Mr. Bandyopad-

hyay met the Prime Minister
and sought his leave before
leaving the meeting.

The Chief Minister re-
fused to release Mr. Bandyo-
padhyay and appealed to the
Centre to withdraw the or-
der. However, an unmoved
Centre sent another letter on
May 31 directing him to re-
port at North Block by 10
a.m. on June 1. The Chief Se-
cretary opted to retire
though he was already grant-
ed an extension for three
months. The matter, howev-
er, has not ended despite Mr.
Bandyopadhyay opting to re-
tire.

Focus on people-centric
agenda in post-COVID
development transitions

MOHAMMED IQBAL

JAIPUR

The post-COVID-19 develop-
ment transitions should be
managed through people-
centric agendas, robust civic
engagements and vibrant
public-private partnerships,
as such an approach will
help make progress towards
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) intended to be
achieved by 2030, accord-
ing to the findings of a re-
search conducted by a deve-
lopment studies institution
here.

The upcoming challenges
could be met through the
government’s partnership
with private institutions and

industry as co-drivers of

growth for greater public
good, stated the research.
Overcoming the digital di-
vide and capacity building
of weaker sections were
identified as other impor-
tant elements of the strategy
to bring the economy back
on rails.

The School of Develop-
ment Studies (SDS) at the In-
dian Institute of Health Man-
agement Research (ITHMR)
here took up the research to
identify the areas of inter-
vention for ensuring peo-
ple’s welfare during the pan-
demic and equipping them
to face the third wave of thes
infection, which is likely to
hit the rural areas later this
year.

At a virtual national con-
clave for holding delibera-
tions on challenges and op-
portunities in the
post-COVID scenario, IHMR
president P.R. Sodani said
though the outcomes were

meant for the betterment of

the community at large, the
Union and State govern-
ments would play an impor-

tant role in rehabilitation of :

the affected people.

Goutam Sadhu, professor
at SDS, laid emphasis on the
role of professionals in the
development, healthcare
and livelihood sectors.

»

Arnab Goswami

ing delivery of property),
406 (punishment for crimi-
nal breach of trust), 465
(punishment for forgery),
468 (forgery for purpose of
cheating), 201 (causing dis-
appearance of evidence of
offence, or giving false infor-
mation to screen offender),
204 (destruction of docu-
ment or electronic record to
prevent its production), and
212 of the IPC.
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File reply to Bharadwaj's
bail plea, HC tells NIA
MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court on
Tuesday told the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
and the Maharashtra
government not to seek any
more adjournments and
posted the bail plea filed by
activist Sudha Bharadwaj, an
accused in the Bhima
Koregaon violence case, for
July 3. The court directed the
NIA and the State to file its
reply on or before July 2.

U.K. liaison officer joins
Navy's information centre
NEW DELHI

A United Kingdom liaison
officer on Tuesday joined the
Navy's Information Fusion
Centre for Indian Ocean
Region. The centre, located in
Gurugram, is meant for
maritime domain awareness.
"Lt Cdr Stephen Smith will be
based full-time at the centre,
working directly with the
Indian armed forces and
fellow liaison officers from
partner nations to enhance
maritime domain awareness
in the region,"” the U.K. High
Commission said.

¥583 cr. deal signed for 2
pollution control vessels
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Defence on
Tuesday signed a contract
with Goa Shipyard Ltd. for the
construction of two pollution
control vessels for the Coast
Guard at a cost of about ¥583
crore. The ships, designed,
developed and built by GSL,
are scheduled for delivery by
November 2024 and May
2025 respectively, a Ministry
statement said. The vessels
would be used for pollution
response requirements in
Eastern and the ecologically
sensitive Andaman and
Nicobar regions, it added.
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Accepted talks offer as it is
unconditional: J&K leaders

Wish it is not a trap but a genuine change in thinking and approach, they say

U.P. govt. hidig actual
COVID death toll: SP

LUCKNOW

Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav on Tuesday
accused the Uttar Pradesh
government of hiding the
actual number of deaths due
to COVID-19. Through this,
he said, the BJP government
was actually hiding its face.
Mr. Yadav's remarks came a
day after a report claimed
that the death toll due to
COVID-19 in 24 districts of
U.P. from July 1, 2020, to
March 31, 2021, was up to 43
times higher than the official
figures. p1i

Haryana's COVID-19
campaign begins today
CHANDIGARH

Haryana BJP president
Omprakash Dhankhar on
Tuesday said that to create
awareness and motivate
people to get vaccinated, the
party cadre would start a
special campaign across the
State from June 23. “The
party cadre of the BJP will
worlk with the State
government as an ally to
defeat corona. Workers will
run a campaign to ensure
100% vaccination,” said Mr.
Dhankhar.

SC judge recuses from
hearing Mamata plea

NEW DELHI

Supreme Court judge
Aniruddha Bose on Tuesday
recused himself from hearing
appeals filed by West Bengal
CM Mamata Banerjee, Law
Minister Moloy Ghatak and
the State government against
the Calcutta High Court's
refusal to immediately
consider their affidavits
countering allegations about
their role on the day of arrest
of four TMC leaders by the
CBI in the Narada case. The
Bench headed by Justice
Hemant Gupta ordered the
petitions to be placed before
another Bench.

4 dead in U.P. after
inhaling toxic gas
MORADABAD (U.P.)

Three members of a family
were among four men found
dead in the basement of a
cement store in Rajpur
Kesaria village, police said on
Tuesday. Senior
Superintendent of Police,
Moradabad, said prima facie it
seems that the deceased died
of suffocation due to inhaling
toxic gas released by the
half-dry dung cakes stored in
the basement. e1i

Indian students unable
to reach Australia due
to travel restrictions

Very few of them were granted visas

SUHASINI HAIDAR
PRISCILLA JEBARA]J
NEW DELHI

When 19-year old Pranavi
Jamwal got admission last
year into one of the world’s
top 10 political science pro-
grammes at Australia’s top
university which has pro-
duced Nobel Laureates and
Prime Ministers, she was
thrilled.

The only problem? Rath-
er than mingling with fel-
low students at The Austra-
lian National University’s
prestigious Canberra cam-
pus, she is stuck at home in
New Delhi, waking up for 4
a.m. online classes.

“COVID has disrupted
my plans, and the Austra-
lian government is unable
to give any clear timeline
when I will be allowed to
enter the country, and it
now looks that at least half
my course will be online,”
she said.

Faced with closed bor-
ders, the number of Indian
students heading to Austra-
lia has been sinking since
the pandemic began.

According to IDP Educa-
tion, which cited Australian
government data, Indian
students granted an Austra-
lian visa dropped from
21,433 in 2019-20 to 11,200
in 2020-21.

Pilot programme

Last week, two Australian
States announced plans to
start a pilot programme to
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PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

The move by the Prime Mi-
nister’s Office (PMO) to drop
pre-conditions and agenda
set the meeting ground for
the June 24 talks between
the Central government and
the Jammu and Kashmir par-
ties, according to Valley-
based leaders.

“It was only after the
Centre showed willingness
not to put any redlines for
talks it prepared the
ground for the engagement,”
a senior National Conference
(NC) leader and former Mi-
nister told The Hindu on
condition of anonymity.

The talks would be open-
ended. “Neither delimitation
nor early elections nor State-
hood will be the agenda of
talks. It then limits the scope
of dialogue and engage-
ment,” he stated.

The PMO’s shift came af-
ter the NC showed its willing-
ness to be a part of the de-
limitation commission to
delineate more Assembly
and parliamentary seats, an

Way forward: PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti speaking to
mediapersons in Srinagar on Tuesday. =ap

exercise that was boycotted
and questioned by it even in
the Supreme Court.

Special status

Earlier top Union Ministers,
including Home Minister
Amit Shah, had asked the re-
gional parties to limit their
demands to Statehood and

stop seeking any special sta-
tus, after the Centre ended
J&K’s special constitutional
position on August 5, 2019.
“We will continue to de-
mand the restoration of Au-
gust 4, 2019 position of J&K.
We will also seek to address
the genuine aspirations of
people. There has to be de-

Insistence on Class 12 physical
exams ‘irrational, observes SC

It stands by Centre’s stand that ‘every student’s life is precious’

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Union of India’s ques-
tion “who is to blame if a stu-
dent dies” saw the Supreme
Court toss out insistent pleas
by some parents claiming
that the COVID-19 graph is in
free fall and the internal as-
sessment schemes for Class
12 CBSE and ICSE students
should be chucked in favour
of physical exams.

A Bench of Justices A.M.
Khanwilkar and Dinesh Ma-
heshwari on Tuesday stood
by the Union’s principle that
“every student’s life is
precious”.

Attorney General K.K. Ve-
nugopal, for the Union, said,
“Suppose a number of stu-
dents who attend written ex-
ams get the infection, sup-
pose a student dies... Who is
to blame? It is neither safe

nor prudent to have written
exams”.

The court asked Andhra
Pradesh, which intends to
conduct the State Board ex-
ams but has deferred a final
decision to July, to make its
position clear in an affidavit
by Wednesday. “If there is
even a single fatality, we will
make the State responsible,”
it warned. Kerala had filed
an affidavit opting for exams
for Class 11. The court said it
would pass orders on the
State’s choice.

The court found the insis-
tence on physical exams “ir-
rational”. Justice Maheshwa-
ri said students cannot be
left in uncertainty about
their health and future.

The CBSE and the Council
for Indian School Certificate
Examinations (CISCE),
which conducts the ICSE ex-

ams, shared the Union’s ap-
prehensions about putting
children in harm’s way, es-
pecially with medical ex-
perts warning about a loom-
ing third wave. “Children are
most vulnerable, that too,
without vaccination,” advo-
cate J.K. Das, for the CISCE,
said. The court said the
CBSE and CISCE assessment
schemes were “fair and rea-
sonable” and caused no pre-
judice to the students.

The Attorney General
quelled apprehensions that
different dates for declara-
tion of results would lead to
students of one Board steal-
ing a march over the others.
“The UGC would wait for all
the boards to declare their
results before announcing
the dates for admissions to
colleges and institutions,” he
assured.

velopment with dignity,” NC
leader and Member of Parlia-
ment Hasnain Masoodi said
ahead of a meeting in Srina-
gar.

The PMO’s move is a sig-
nificant scaling down of the
BJP’s position on the issue of
special status for J&K. It re-
mains to be seen if Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi would
listen and respond to the po-
sition of the Gupkar alliance,
an amalgam of five political
parties seeking pre-August 5
position.

A senior Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) leader, ho-
wever, said there were fears
within the party that the BJP
intended to limit the engage-
ment to optics. “We have our
fingers crossed and wish it’s
not a trap but a genuine
change in thinking and ap-
proach. It is a welcome step
if the Prime Minister agrees
to listen to the political posi-
tions of regional parties. On-
ly the events and gestures af-
ter the June 24 meeting will
set the momentum for the
talks,” the leader added.

Congress to attend
tomorrow's meet

There should be specific agenda: Mir

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Congress has decided
to attend the all-party meet-
ing on Jammu and Kashmir
convened by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on June 24.

The decision was taken
on Tuesday after party pre-
sident Sonia Gandhi held a
virtual meeting with top
leaders, including former
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, former Union Minis-
ters Ghulam Nabi Azad, P.
Chidambaram and veteran
leader Karan Singh.

It also comes after the Pe-
ople’s Alliance for Gupkar
Declaration — an umbrella
of mainstream parties in
Jammu and Kashmir — de-
cided to participate in the
meeting.

Fourteen leaders from
Jammu and Kashmir have
been invited to the meeting
to be chaired by the Prime
Minister to discuss the fu-
ture course of action for the
Union Territory.

“The Congress has always
favoured the process of dia-
logue and if Mr. Modi has
made a beginning, we

Sonia Gandhi

should attend. But the meet-
ing should have a specific
agenda,” Jammu and Kash-
mir Congress chief Ghulam
Ahmad Mir said.

‘Full statehood’

For the last couple of days,
senior Congress leaders, in-
cluding Mr. Chidambaram
and Randeep Surjewala,
have been demanding resto-
ration of full statehood and
holding of elections.

“We believe that undoing
it [taking away the status of
full statehood] is a direct at-
tack on democracy and con-
stitutional principles,” Mr.
Surjewala had said on Sun-
day.

WaB. panel to
manage third
COVID-19 wave

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA

While the number of new
COVID-19 infections has
dropped considerably in
West Bengal, the State go-
vernment on Tuesday set
up an expert committee to
supervise and monitor the
evolving situation for effec-
tive management of the im-
pending third wave.

“There is an immediate
need to undertake all pre-
cautionary steps to prepare
our health system ton han-
dle any potential situation
specially pertaining tog
paediatric Covid cases,” a
notification issued by the
State Health Department
said.

The panel comprises 10
doctors from State-run hos-
pitals, including the princi-
pal of B.C. Roy Children
Hospital and will work ef-
fectively in consultation
with State’s Director Health
Services and Director Medi-
cal Education.“The matter
has been discussed and it
has been felt imperative to
constitute an expert com-
mittee to supervise and
monitor the evolving situa-
tion,” the notification said.

House panel for study on malnutrition

‘Data needed to assess the impact of COVID-19 on stunting and wasting levels’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A parliamentary panel on
Tuesday asked the Ministry
of Women and Child Deve-

lopment to conduct a survey
on the impact of the pan-
demic on anganwadi servic-
es and malnutrition levels
among children.

The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Educa-
tion, Women, Children,
Youth and Sports chaired by
Rajya Sabha MP Vinay Sahas-
rabuddhe is learnt to have
grilled the officials of the Mi-
nistry on the need for data to
understand “how anganwa-
di services were delivered on
the ground during the pan-
demic, and to assess the im-
pact of COVID-19 on stunting
and wasting levels,” accord-
ing to a member.

While the government has
launched an app called
Poshan Tracker to monitor
delivery of services at 14 lakh

Some relief: Children waiting to collect food provided under
the mid-day meal scheme in Visakhapatnam. =k.r. DEePAK

anganwadis, the officials told
the panel that the data is be-
ginning to be uploaded only
from June 1.

“The Ministry has not
been able to satisfy the com-
mittee. It said they have col-

lected feedback from States,
but there is no sanction for a
survey”, another member
told The Hindu.

The Ministry also made a
presentation on children or-
phaned during COVID-19

and apprised the panel of va-
rious measures being taken
to help them, including
funds for family and institu-
tional care, revising norms
for child care institutions as
well as maintaining monthly
reports on foster care for
such children.

The panel is learnt to have
expressed its disbelief on the
NCPCR submission before
the Supreme Court that
there were 3,500 children
orphaned during the pan-
demic. “This number is not
justified when we know that
lakhs of people have died
due to COVID-19. The figure
is too low.”

Though the government
has announced a corpus of
%10 lakh from PM CARES for
such children, “there has
been no spending from PM
CARES yet, and the respons-
es from the Ministry were ve-
ry ambiguous” the member
said.

allow international stu-
dents back into the country
at the rate of about 800 per
month. Australia’s High
Commissioner to India
Brian O’Farrell admits that
the scope of the problem is
much larger, but says this is
an important first step.

“We have over 4,70,000
people who are entitled to
be in Australia, studying
whether in postgraduate,
research, undergraduate or
other elements of educa-
tion, and currently
1,50,000 of those are off-
shore,” he told The Hindu
in a recent interview.

“I'm not wishing to get
their hopes up any higher.
But what is positive is that
two states, including Aus-
tralia’s largest State, only
last week announced pilot
programmes to demon-
strate not just to the federal
government, but to the Aus-
tralian community, that in-
ternational students can re-
turn to our shores without
there being a community
health problem,” Mr. O’Far-
rell said.

International students
may be able to return at the
end of the first semester in
2022.

“I'm optimistic about
next year. Do I think that's
going to placate the stu-
dents here in India who
should have been in Austra-
lia? No, and I have great
sympathy for them,” Mr.
O’Farrell said.
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LISELTRON

%V«e Chief Engineer's Office,
Cochin - 682 009.

E-TENDER NOTICE
No: T15/T-1946/2021-C Dated 21.06.2021
Bids are invited online for
“Construction of International &
Domestic Cruise Terminal and
other Allied Facilities at

of Kerala Undertaking)
GLOBAL RE-TENDER
Machineries for MPP

Rectangular Capacitor

Mormugao Port, Goa on EPC
Contract Basis”. Estimated Cost:
T 7900 Lakhs. For details, visit
www.cochinport.gov.in or
www.tenderwizard.com/COPT &
www.mptgoa.gov.in  Sd/-
CHIEF ENGINEER
(Ph. 0484-2582400/2404)

For details, Visit
www.keltroncomp.org
Kannur, Kerala.
0497-2780831

@ COCHIN PORT TRUST |

Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike
Office of the Executive Engineer, Project Division, West Zone,
Joint Commissioner (West) Office Premises, 2nd Floor,
= Sampige Road, Seshadripuram, Bengaluru-560 020.

No.EE/P-W/TEND/10/2021-22 Date: 22-06-2021
INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER

NOTIFICATION (IFT) (Two

(Only through E-Procureme:

The Executive Engineer, Project Division, Wast Zone, BBMP
Bengaluru invites tenders from eligible Tenderers for the
construction works detailed in the table below.

Sl Approx. Amout
No. Name of work put to Tender

1. |Comprehensive Development and
construction of School Hospital Building and| RS
other improvement works at ward No.97 ang| 1150.00
99 at Rajajinagar Constituency, Package-02| Lakhs
Annexure-06 Gok. SI. No.226, 228, 229.

Note: Paying of EMD for this work is exempted as per GOK
Order No.e~ 675 Exp-12/2020, Bengaluru (from Date:
22-12-2020 to 31-12-2021 Only)
Calendar of Events: (1) Tender documents may be downloaded
from the e-procurement portal of the Gowvt. of Karnataka from:
30-06-2021. (2) Date & Time for Pre-bid meeting: 09-08-2021
at 4:00 p.m. (3) Last Date & Time for receipt of queries (through
E-Portal Only): 12-08-2021 upto 4:00 p.m. (4) Last Date & Time
for receipt of Tenders : 21-08-2021 upto 4:00 p.m. (5) Technical
bids will opened on 23-08-2021 at 4:30 p.m. (6) Financial bids
will opened on 25-08-2021 (if possible). Further particulars can
be obtained from the above office during working hours on
working days or from website: https://leproc.karnataka.gov.in.
Sd/-, Executive Engineer, Project Division, West Zone, BBMP.

HAVE SYMPTOMS OF COVID-197 CALL APTHAMITRA ON 14410

] (B and Hygions

=y

BHARATIYA RESERVE BANK
NOTE MUDRAN (P) LIMITED
(WHOLLY OWNED SUBSIDIARY OF RESERVE BANK OF INDIA)
Note Mudran Nagar, Mysuru-570 003, Karnataka, India
Tel : +91 821 2582905/15/25, Fax : +91 821 2582099

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING / OPEN TENDER ENQUIRY

BRBNMPL invites bids from eligible bidders for following tenders:

1. Tender No. 024/MYS/CIVIL/2021-22 - Providing, supplying and
laying of PVC flooring at plant area, BRBNMPL, Mysuru.

2. Tender No. 025/MYS/MAINT(U)/2021-22 - Operation and
Maintenance of MSDS at BRBNMPL, Mysuru.

For downloading tender documents, last date of submission of above

tenders and other details, kindly visit our website www.brbnmpl.co.in.

Further corrigendum/ amendment to above tenders, if issued in future,

will be notified on the Company website only.

General Manager

BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE

Office of the Executive Engineer, Projects Division,
Yalahanka Zone, Byatarayanapura, Bengaluru-560 092.

No: BBMP/YNK/EE(Project)/Tend/02/2021-22 Date: 21.06.2021
NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)

SHORT TERM TENDER (Two Cover System)
(Through GOK e-Procurement Portal only)

The Executive Engineer, (Project Division), Yalahanka
Zone, BBMP, invites tenders from eligible Contractors
registered in Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike/KPWD/
CPWD/Railways/MES/National Highway or any State Govt.
Organisation for the Construction of the works detailed in
the table below. (Standard Tender Document- KW 4)

Amount Put
to Tender
(. in Lakhs)

Name of the Project

Conceptualization, Design, Manufacturing, Supply,
Installation and Commissioning, 5 years Run,
Operate & maintenance of “ Providing Musical
Fountain and Improvements to Yalahanka Lake in
Yalahanka Division.

As per Govt. order No: FD-675, Fin-12/2020,
Bengaluru Dated 22-12-2020. EMD Declaration
to be submitted.

Calendar of Events: (1) Last date and time for Queries
(only through online) 16.07.2021 upto 3:00 pm. (2) Date
and time of Pre-Bid meeting is on 16.07.2021 at 4:00 pm.
(3) Last date and time for receipt of Tenders is 19.07.2021
upto 4:00 pm. (4) Opening of Technical Bid is on
20.07.2021 at 4:30 pm. (5) Opening of Financial Bid is on
22.07.2021 at 4:00 pm (If Possible). Further details may
be obtained from the above office during office hours on
working days or from website: https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/-
Executive Engineer (Projects Division) Yalahanka Zone

STAY PROTECTED FROM COVID-19, NO CARELESSNESS UNTIL THERE IS A CURE.

979.33

EMD

 OBFeet o & Maintain
@ @ xn\lea; FoIIow Physical 'n' & Hand
as Distancing >~ Hygiene

V.O.CHIDAMBARANAR PORT TRUST
CIVIL ENGINEERING DEPFARTMENT
TUTICORIN - 628 004.

OTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT) Only through E-Tendering Mode
VOCPT E-Tendering Website:https:iletenders.gov.Infeprocurelapp

NIT No & Dated OSCEMMD [ 2021 - 22 D 1488 Dale; 22.06.2021

Name of wark Resurfacing the bituminous surface and rectifying
undulations in paver block area at additional berth
inside Green Gate al VOC Port Trust

Estimate cast put o Rs. 2,63,93,837/-

ender

Earnest Money Deposit | Rs. 5,27,880/-

{EMD)

Downloading of Tender 23.08.2021 w DEOT.2021 Uplo 1500 Hrs
fraom VOCPT anlina

e-tendering website

Last Date and Time for
submission of Tenders
online

06.07.2021 Upto 15:00 Hrs

Online Technical td

D7.07.2021 &l 15.30Hrs
opeaning date and tima

Faor Further details, ploase visil Porl's websile hitps\www. vocport. gov.in

CHIEF ENGINEER |

qwe?ﬂ?#ﬁaﬁrmwﬁnv%ﬁé@

NTPC Vidyut Vyapar Nigam Ltd

(A Wholly Owned Subsidiary of NTPC Ltd)

NTPC

ey =mare
Vldyut Vyapar

Procurement of Solar Power / RTC solar
bundled power from NTPC Renewable
Energy Projects / other Generators

NTPC Vidyut Vyapar Nigam Ltd. (NVVN) is a wholly owned
subsidiary of NTPC Limited, India’s largest power producer. NVVN
invites expression of interest (EOI) from the interested parties to
procure solar power, RTC solar bundled power from NTPC
Renewable Energy Projects / Other Generators.

The details of NTPC renewable energy project have been tabulated
below:

. : : Tariff
S. Project |Capacity Tentative .
A8 i (Levelized) at
No.| Description | (MW) | Commissioning Ex-bus
NOKH
1) | (Rajasthan) | 735 MW May 2022 - Rs. 3.00/kWh
- July 2022
Solar Project

NVVN is in a position to arrange solar power upto 100 MW
supplemented with thermal power under short term at a competitive
tariff as RTC requirement starting from October 2021.

Further, it may be noted that applicant may provide details of its
RTC / peak power requirement and NVVN shall arrange for the
supplementary power at competitive rate against above.

Interested parties having sanctioned load greater than 2 MW are
requested to submit their applications as per the detailed EOI
available on https://eprocurentpc.nic.in or http://nvvn.co.in
How to apply: Interested and eligible parties may submit their
applications as per the annexures of the detailed EOI in soft copy
only through email. The bid / application opening date is 22.07.2021.
The APPLICANT is required to submit EOI application complete
in all respects in soft copy. The copy of EOI application shall
be e-mailed to following: shyamkumar@ntpc.co.in,
sanjaybodh@ntpc.co.in & nvvncontracts@ntpc.co.in
Important Dates:

1.1 Opening / Upload date of EOl : 22™ June 2021
1.2 Last date for queries /

seeking clarifications 1 02" July 2021
1.3 Reply of queries / clarification : 10" July 2021
1.4 Bid / Application opening date : 22™ July 2021

Registered Office: NVVN Limited, 1% & 2™ Floor, Core 5,
SCOPE COMPLEX, 7, Institutional Area,

Lodhi Road, New Delhi - 110 003.

A ND-NDE

»



Over 50 lakh jabs given
in asingle day again

Daily vaccine average continues to improve steadily

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Until 9 p.m. on Tuesday, ov-
er 52.8 lakh doses of CO-
VID-19 vaccines were admi-
nistered in India which is
only the second instance
when the number of doses
in a single day crossed the
50 lakh mark. A day before,
87.3 lakh doses were admi-
nistered, the highest-ever in
a single day since the inocu-
lation drive began.

Between June 1 and 21,
34.6 million doses were ad-
ministered daily in India on
an average. At the current
rate, a total of 96 crore doses
can be administered by De-
cember 31, 2021, which is
just over half the doses re-
quired to fully vaccinate all
adults (188 crore doses).

Lofty target

To fully inoculate all adults
by the end of this year, 82
lakh doses need to be given
daily on average in the
country.

The seven-day rolling av-
erage of daily vaccinations in
the country continues to in-
crease. It stood at 42.5 lakh
on June 21, which is more
than the 32.6 lakh recorded
a week before (June 14). It
was also significantly higher
than the average daily doses
recorded a month before
(May 21) which was 18.5 lakh.

About 25.5% of adults in

Right to life
should take
priority: NHRC

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

National Human Rights
Commission Chairperson
Justice Arun Kumar Mishra
on Tuesday said that the
“right to life should prevail
over the rights of patent-
holders” so that life-saving
medicines and vaccines for
COVID-19 would be availa-
ble to the poor.

Justice Mishra was ad-
dressing an online discus-
sion on the topic of the
“State’s response to the
COVID-19 pandemic” as a
part of the 47th session of
the United Nations Human
Rights Council. He said the
world was experiencing
huge losses due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

Speaking about issues
that were affecting human
rights, he said online com-
merce had concentrated
wealth in fewer hands. He
added that education had
suffered, healthcare infras-
tructure fell short and fa-
milies were left destitute
and children orphaned.

“We cherish freedom of
cyberspace, not to be mis-
used to subvert the consti-
tutional values,” he said.

Keeping the pace | on ruesday, 5.28 mittion

doses of COVID-19 vaccines were administered in India until 9 p.m.
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February 1

India, 45.1% of those aged
above 45 and 48.1% of peo-
ple aged above 60, were ad-
ministered with at least one
dose of a COVID-19 vaccine,
until 8 p.m. on Tuesday.
While 17.5% of the country’s
population has received at
least one dose, only 3.8% are
fully vaccinated.

The figures are based on
the estimated population in
2021.

In comparison, 11.4% and
10.54% of people in Brazil
and Russia are fully vaccinat-
ed, respectively. The figure
for the UK. and the U.S.
stood at 46.33% and 44.86%,
respectively.

With 49,130 new cases re-
corded till 9.30 p.m. on
Tuesday, India’s cumulative
case load crossed the 3 crore
mark and stood @ at

Create compensation fund: Rahul

April 1

June 22

3,00,26,196. As many as
1,312 new deaths were also
registered taking the tally to
3,90,644.

New infections

Kerala reported 12,617 new
infections, followed by Mah-
arashtra (8,470) and Tamil
Nadu (6,895). Maharashtra
recorded 482 new fatalities,
followed by Tamil Nadu
(194) and Kerala (141). Maha-
rashtra’s fatalities include
backlog deaths which were
missed in the previous
reports.

The figures do not include
cases and deaths from Pun-
jab, Arunachal Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Tripura, and Ladakh. The
data are sourced from the
respective States’ health bul-
letins.
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Day after record, M.P’s vaccine numbers fall

From 16.9 lakh doses on Monday, the State recorded less than 5000 doses on Tuesday

JACOB KOSHY
NEW DELHI

After administering a record-
breaking 16.9 lakh vaccine
doses on single day on Mon-
day — the highest among all
States — Madhya Pradesh
plummeted to a record low
of only 4,563 shots on Tues-
day, according to data on the
CoWin portal.

India posted an all-time
high of 89 lakh doses on
Monday, the first day of the
new liberalised policy with
the Centre procuring vac-
cines on behalf of the States.
While many States had sub-
stantially increased the num-
ber of vaccines adminis-
tered, M.P., Haryana and
Karnataka had posted the

7

Good turnout: At the mega vaccination drive held in Bhopal
on Monday. =A.m. FARUQUI

most significant increases
when compared to the aver-
age daily doses per month.
Until its feat on Monday,
M.P. had at most adminis-

tered five lakh doses per day
in June.

While vaccination in most
States dips around the wee-
kend, it had plummeted to

only 692 doses in the State
on Sunday, a day before the
drive. However, the daily
doses in M.P. have remained
above 5,000 in June.

Unless there is a revision
to the data, Tuesday’s figures
is would be an all-time low in
Madhya Pradesh barring the
Sunday anomaly. There were
3,100 vaccination sessions in
the State on Monday, which
and that fell to 264 on Tues-
day with capital Bhopal only
recording 453 inoculations
on Tuesday from 150,000 on
Monday.

Media reports said that on
Monday, which the Centre
celebrates as International
Yoga Day, Madhya Pradesh
had a concerted vaccination

Delta plus is a variant of concern: govt.

Health Ministry significantly upgrades the threat perception of the strain AY.1

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
WDELHI

The Centre on Tuesday
termed the emerging delta-
plus variant a ‘variant of
concern’ just hours after
Health Secretary Rajesh
Bhushan and Chairman, Na-
tional Empowered Group on
Vaccination V.K. Paul said it
was only a ‘variant of inter-
est (Vol)

A variant of concern
(VoC) carries the highest
threat perception of a coro-
navirus variant, which is

characterised by increased
infectivity, transmissibility
or resistance to vaccines and
treatment. A Vol is a degree
lower.

The World Health Organi-
sation, as of June 14, had
classified the variant ‘delta’
(B.1.617.2) as well as off-
shoots — AY.1 and AY.2 — as
VoC.

Delta plus, as the variant
is sometimes referred to, is
an informal name.

So far there are only four
international VoC (alpha, be-

Congress leader releases White Paper on Centre’s handling of COVID-19

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday
claimed at a press meet that
90% of the deaths during the
second wave of the COVID-19
pandemic were “needless”
as lives could have been
saved if oxygen and medi-
cines were available.

Releasing a White Paper
on the Union government’s
handling of the pandemic,
he said it should now pre-
pare for a third wave by
ramping up health infras-
tructure and vaccinating citi-
zens on a war footing so that
the virus did not get a
chance to mutate.

The White Paper suggests
the creation of a COVID-19
compensation fund and a
commission to find out
“what went wrong” in the
fight against the previous
waves.

Dig at PM

Taking a dig at Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi for get-
ting emotional in one of his
virtual addresses, Mr. Gand-
hi said,“The Prime Minister’s
tears cannot wipe the tears
of those who lost their loved

(9 This is a blueprint on how
to react to the third wave,
which is going to come. It is our
intention to provide the

government with information
and insights on what went wrong.
If the second wave was bad, the
third wave would be worse

RAHUL GANDHI Congress leader

ones. The Prime Minister’s
tears did not save their lives
but oxygen may have saved
them. The Prime Minister
didn’t take this seriously. He
was busy fighting elections
in Bengal and his focus was
in another direction”.

The purpose of the White
Paper was not to point fin-
gers at the government, but
to help it deal with the third
wave by preparing a blue-
print to react, he stressed.

In a subsequent tweet, he
said the Government of In-
dia “must work on our con-
structive inputs in the inter-
est of the country”.

“This is a blueprint on
how to react to the third
wave, which is going to
come. It is our intention to
provide the government
with information and in-

sights on what went wrong,”
he said, adding, “If the se-
cond wave was bad, the third
wave would be worse”.

Discussions with experts
The White Paper, he ob-
served, was the result of ex-
tensive discussions held with
experts and within the Con-
gress structure and had four
main pillars.

The first pillar talked
about what went wrong and
the Congress’s suggestions,
including one to have a com-
mission to probe the short-
comings; the second one fo-
cussed on developing the
critical infrastructure such
as oxygen supply and hospi-
tal beds; the third one high-
lighted financial assistance
to the poorest families and
the final one was about crea-

tion of a COVID-19 fund to
compensate the families that
have lost the breadwinner.

The coronavirus was not
just a biological phenome-
non but also an economic
and social phenomenon and
that’s why economic support
must be given to the poorest
people as well as small and
medium businesses, Mr.
Gandbhi asserted.

“The Centre is making 34
lakh crore from taxes on die-
sel and petrol every year. It is
taking money out of the
pockets of people who have
lost family members. So, I
don’t understand why it
can’t put some money back
into their pockets,” he said.

The White Paper release
coincided with Nationalist
Congress Party chief Sharad
Pawar hosting a section of
Opposition leaders at his
residence.

Asked to comment on the
meeting, Mr. Gandhi said, “I
am not going to distract you
or myself by getting into
what is going on in politics
and what is going on here
and there. There is a time
and place to that discussion
and I am happy to talk to you
at that time”.

ta, gamma and delta) with
the off-shoots, AY.1 and AY.2
classified as off-shoots of
Delta.

“Delta variant is a Variant
of Concern and has been
found in 80 countries. Delta
plus is in 9 countries and as
of now is in the category of
variant of interest and is not
yet in the variant of concern
categor,” said Bhushan at
the weekly press briefing on
Tuesday.

However in a press state-
ment, the Ministry first re-

ferred to it as a ‘variant of
concern’ then issued a cor-
rection calling it a ‘variant of
interest’ and then again re-
verted to calling it a ‘variant
of concern’.

A scientist connected
with the consortium, INSA-
COG, (Indian SarsCov2 Ge-
nomic Consortia) told The
Hindu on condition of ano-
nymity that AY.l was “al-
ways” a variant of concern
but was wrongly classified
by the Health Ministry as a
Vol.

drive with Chief Minister,
Shivraj Chouhan, personally
visiting sites and monitoring
progress.

Karnataka too posted a
decline from the Monday’s
high with only 3.8 lakh shots
on Tuesday evening com-
pared to 11 lakh on Monday.
However, the State has con-
sistently administered over 3
lakh shots since June 5 and
so the Tuesday’s numbers
aren’t an aberration.

Haryana which adminis-
tered 5 lakh doses on Mon-
day fell to about 74,000 on
Tuesday which again isn’t
too far outside its normal
range. The peaks it has at-
tained in June are a little over
11akh doses a day.

Jabs key to
boost economy,
says V.K. Paul

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Quick vaccination is key to
opening the economy and
going back to normal, said
Member (Health) of NITI
Aayog Dr. V.K. Paul, speak-
ing to DD News, according
to a release issued by the
Health Ministry on Tues-
day.

Dr. Paul said a third
wave could be stopped if
safe behaviour was fol-
lowed and a majority of the
people got vaccinated.

Stop playing politics over
pandemic, BJP tells Congress

Rahul making contradictory demands, alleges Sambit Patra

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Hours after Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi released a
White Paper on the Union
government’s handling of
COVID-19 crisis and termed
it disastrous, the BJP ac-
cused him of playing politics
over the pandemic and of
the Congress-ruled States
managing the pandemic
badly.

BJP national spokesper-
son Sambit Patra addressed
a press conference at the
party’s headquarters in New
Delhi to launch an attack on
the Congress. “Since yester-
day we have been fearing
this. Whenever something
good happens in our fight
against coronavirus, the
Congress and Rahul Gandhi
specially do something to
derail it,” he said.

“Yesterday was a signifi-
cant day when India became
the first country in the world
to administer 87 lakh vac-
cine doses in one day. Peo-
ple seemed excited and jubi-
lant. There is a feeling that
India is winning in its fight

Sambit Patra

against coronavirus, just
then Rahul Gandhi spoke of
White Paper and tried to de-
rail it,” he stated.

“Whenever we are at a
crossroads in our fight, Ra-
hul Gandhi and the Congress
party have tried to derail the
efforts by playing politics. In
fact, the Congress has really
worked tirelessly to create
hurdles and obstacles in our
path,” he alleged.

Vaccine hesitancy

Mr. Patra accused the Con-
gress-led States of mishan-
dling the pandemic, even
saying that the second wave
began with a Congress-ruled
State. The most number of

those infected were from the
Congress-ruled States and so
were the most number of
deaths. The maximum vac-
cine hesitancy was seen in
the Congress-ruled States
and so was the highest CO-
VID-19 positivity rate, he ob-
served. “The demand for de-
centralisation of vaccines
came from the Congress-
ruled States and the U-turn
demanding centralisation
too came from them. In-
stead of virtual press confe-
rences and white papers, Ra-
hul Gandhi should go to
such States and give them
this data,” he said.

Mr. Patra called Mr. Gand-
hi “confused” and charged
the Congress with making
contradictory demands.

“First they called the lock-
down ‘Tughlaki’, then they
questioned why there was
no lockdown.... They pro-
moted vaccine hesitancy... [
would like to ask Rahul
Gandhi how long will he
conduct just virtual press
conferences? When will you
do some real work?,” he ad-
ded.
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He establishes dharma

Life is full of sorrows, and sastras explain that these are of
the nature of Adi Bhoutika, caused by outside forces such as
natural calamities, etc, Adi devata, when we are ruled by the
supernatural and the divine, and Adyatmika, the afflictions
affecting the body and self of an individual. They also state
that the root cause of all sorrows is adharma and the hurdles
for the salvation of the jivatma are the papa karmas in each

one’s account.

The nature of Kali Yuga is such that dharma is weak. As a
result, when sins increase, it is a sad situation that even the
fear of the effects of sin is eclipsed. So, each one has to make
a sincere prayer to the Supreme Lord to intervene and help,
pointed out Sri Sriramana Sarma in a discourse.

As proclaimed in the Bhagavad Gita, when adharma gains
upper hand, the Lord alone can overpower it and establish
dharma. God is sarva antaryami. It is our duty to seek His
help and it is His duty to help. Even the most desperate sit-
uation is under the control of the Lord’s Sankalpa. Rama is
caught in deep sorrow when Sita is abducted by Ravana. But
Providence provides a solution when Hanuman enters His

life.

The Lord has the power to control even the most vicious
of people. It is His swabhava to bring the necessary changes
in people and circumstances. He can remove our sins to
make us pure in thought, word and deed. Bhishma asserts
that the antidote to all kinds of distress is to meditate on His
divine names and His auspicious qualities. These have the
power to wash away the sins even as the sacred waters of the
Ganga. By seeking the Lord, who is the abode of compas-
sion, we will be rid of the tendency to commit sins and the-

reby abide by dharma.

»

A ND-NDE



THE HINDU ceim

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23, 2021

Press must not subvert government: Lam |

Hong Kong leader says prosecution of Apple Daily was not an attack on ‘normal journalistic work’

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
HONG KONG

Media outlets in Hong Kong
must not “subvert” the go-
vernment, the city’s leader
said on Tuesday, rejecting
U.S. criticism of recent ac-
tion against a pro-democra-
cy newspaper under a po-
werful new security law.

Hong Kong has long host-
ed a vibrant international
and local media scene but
press freedoms have slipped
dramatically in recent years.

Last week, authorities
froze the assets of Hong
Kong’s largest pro-democra-
cy newspaper Apple Daily,
using the national security
law Beijing imposed on the
city in 2020.

Two of the paper’s execu-
tives were charged with
“collusion”, a national se-
curity crime, over what pol-
ice said were articles calling
for international sanctions
against China and Hong

Defending the crackdown: Hong Kong Chief Executive Carrie
Lam speaking at a press conference on Tuesday. =arp

Kong’s leaders.

“It’s not a problem to crit-
icise the Hong Kong govern-
ment, but if there is an in-
tent to organise activities to
incite the subversion of the
government then that is, of
course, a different thing,”
Chief Executive Carrie Lam
said when asked about Ap-
ple Daily and press freedom
in the city.

“Media friends should
have the ability to distin-
guish between them,” she
added during her weekly
press conference.

Unlike mainland China,
where the press is over-
whelmingly  state-owned
and heavily censored, semi-
autonomous Hong Kong has
free speech protections
baked into its

mini-Constitution.

But an ongoing campaign
by China to root out dissent
after pro-democracy prot-
ests in 2019 has deepened
unease over the business
hub’s future.

The new security law has
criminalised a host of politi-
cal views and the action
against Apple Daily has left
the media wondering what
opinions or reporting could
trigger an investigation.

U.S. criticism rejected
Echoing other officials, Ms.
Lam said the prosecution of
Apple Daily was not an at-
tack on “normal journalistic
work” and that the paper
was trying to undermine
China’s national security.
The U.S. was among mul-
tiple Western nations that
criticised the police opera-
tion against Apple Daily,
saying it undermined press
freedoms as well as Hong

Kong’s reputation as a safe
place to do business.

Ms. Lam rejected those
suggestions.

“Don’t try to accuse the
Hong Kong authorities of us-
ing the national security law
as a tool to suppress the me-
dia, or to stifle the freedom
of expression,” she said.

“All those accusations
made by the U.S. govern-
ment, I'm afraid, are
wrong.”

Apple Daily has long
been a thorn in Beijing’s
side, with unapologetic sup-
port for the pro-democracy
movement and scathing
criticism of authoritarian
leaders. The arrests and as-
set freeze last week have
crippled its ability to conti-
nue operations.

In a Facebook update, the
paper’s union said it had
been told Saturday would
be the last edition if man-
agement decide to fold.

At UNHRC, ‘grave concerns’ raised over Xinjiang

Over 40 countries urge Beijing to give UN rights chief access to the region, end ‘arbitrary detention’

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
GENEVA
More than 40 countries led
by Canada voiced grave con-
cerns at the UN Human
Rights Council (UNHRC) on
Tuesday about China’s ac-
tions in Xinjiang, Hong Kong
and Tibet — triggering a
fierce backlash from Beijing.
The widely anticipated
joint statement had been in
the pipeline for several days

Six killed in
Myanmar
clashes

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
YANGON

Four protesters and at least
two officers were killed as
Myanmar soldiers battled
an anti-junta civilian militia
with small arms and gre-
nades in the country’s se-
cond city Tuesday, authori-
ties and military sources
said.

Fighting has flared
across Myanmar since the
February coup as people
form “defence forces” to
battle a brutal military
crackdown on dissent, but
clashes have largely been
restricted to rural areas.

Acting on a tip-off, se-
curity forces raided a
house in Mandalay’s Chan
Mya Tharsi township on
Tuesday morning, the jun-
ta’s information team said
in a statement, and were
met with small arms fire
and grenades.

Two officers were killed
during the raid, military
sources told AFP, and at
least ten were wounded.

and was delivered on day
two of the 47th session of
the council in Geneva.

“We are gravely con-
cerned about the human
rights situation in the Xin-
jlang Uighur Autonomous
Region,” Canada’s Ambassa-
dor Leslie Norton said.

The statement was
backed by Australia, Britain,
France, Germany, Italy, Ja-
pan, Spain and the U.S.,

among others.

Beijing must allow UN
rights chief Michelle Bache-
let and other independent
observers “immediate, mea-
ningful and unfettered ac-
cess” to Xinjiang, and end
the “arbitrary detention” of
Uighurs and other Muslim
minorities, it said.

“Credible reports indi-
cate that over a million peo-
ple have been arbitrarily de-

tained in Xinjiang and that
there is widespread surveil-
lance  disproportionately
targeting Uighurs and mem-
bers of other minorities and
restrictions on fundamental
freedoms and Uighur cul-
ture,” it said.

The statement cited re-
ports of torture or cruel, in-
humane and degrading
treatment or punishment,
forced sterilisation, sexual

U.S. shares plan to allocate

55 mn vaccine doses globally

41 million shots will be shared through COVAX

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN
WASHINGTON

The Biden administration,
on Monday announced
how it would allocate 55
million of the 80 million
doses from its vaccine sup-
ply to other countries. It is
unclear how many doses
India will receive in this se-
cond allocation.

The administration al-
ready outlined its plans to
share the first 25 million
doses of its stockpile both
bilaterally and via CO-
VID-19 Vaccines Global Ac-
cess, abbreviated as COVAX
— an international coalition
to distribute vaccines glo-
bally. Three quarters of the
80 million are being shared
via COVAX and one quarter
directly. Of the 80 million,
60 million are AstraZeneca
vaccines, not yet approved
for use in the U.S.

Of the 55 million doses,
41 million will be shared via

Joe Biden

COVAX. Of this, approxi-
mately 14 million will go to
Asian countries, including
India, some 10 million for
Africa (coordinated by the
African Union) and approx-
imately 16 million for Latin
American countries.
Another 14 million doses
will be shared “with region-
al priorities and other reci-
pients”, the White House
statement said. This in-
cludes African, Asian, East-

ern European and South
American countries as well
as three South Asian coun-
tries — Afghanistan, Bangla-
desh and Pakistan. The
specific number of vac-
cines will be determined
and shared as the adminis-
tration works through lo-
gistical and regulatory
specifics for each region,
the White House said.

At the G7 in the U.K. last
week, President Joe Biden
announced that the U.S.
would purchase and do-
nate 500 million doses of
the Pfizer-BioNTech vac-
cine to low and middle-in-
come countries. The G7 al-
so committed to provide a
total of 1 billion vaccine
doses from this summer
onwards.

The World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) has esti-
mated that the world needs
11 billion vaccines to res-
pond to end the pandemic.

and gender-based violence,
and forced separation of
children from their parents.

Aware that the statement
was coming, China respond-
ed — before it was delivered.

Beijing’s representative
read out a statement on be-
half of a group of countries
“deeply concerned about
serious human rights viola-
tions against the indigenous
people in Canada”.

U.S. criticism
of polls is
meddling: Iran

REUTERS
DUBAI

Iran accused the U.S. on
Tuesday of interference for
saying its election was
neither free nor fair as pol-
itical factions traded blame
for the record low turnout
and high number of invalid
ballots.

Ebrahim Raisi, a har-
dline judge who is under
U.S. sanctions, secured vic-
tory in elections on
Saturday.

A U.S. State Department
spokesman said on Monday
the U.S. viewed the process
that made Mr. Raisi Iran’s
President-elect as “pretty
manufactured”, reiterating
the U.S. view that thep oll
was neither free nor fair.

Tehran rejected the criti-
cism. “We consider this
statement as interference
in our domestic affairs,
contrary to international
law and reject it,” Iranian
government spokesman Ali
Rabiei was quoted by state
media as saying.

Why is China targeting cryptocurrencies?

Beijing seeks to strengthen its monetary hold and project its new official digital currency

SRIRAM SRINIVASAN

The price of the world’s
most prominent cryptocur-
rency Bitcoin has more than
halved in the last two
months after hitting a peak
in mid-April. The second-
most valuable cryptocur-
rency, Ether, has seen a si-
milar fall from its peak last
month. China’s crackdown
against cryptocurrencies,
which are those that aren’t
sanctioned by a centralised
authority and are secured
by cryptography, is said to
have a lot to do with the
crashing of the value of
cryptocurrencies.

What has China done?

In recent weeks, China has
reportedly cracked down on
crypto mining operations.
The country has over the
years accounted for a large
percentage of the total cryp-
to mining activity that takes
place. In purpose, Bitcoin
miners play a similar role to
gold miners — they bring
new Bitcoins into circula-
tion. They get these as a re-
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ward for validating transac-
tions, which require the
successful computation of a
mathematical puzzle. And
these computations have
become ever-increasingly
complex, and therefore
energy-intensive in recent
years. Huge mining opera-
tions are now inevitable if
one is to mine Bitcoins.

Access to cheap electrici-
ty has made mining lucra-
tive in China. According to
the Cambridge Bitcoin Elec-
tricity Consumption Index,
China accounted for nearly
two-thirds of the total com-
putational power last year.
Xinjiang and Sichuan pro-
vinces accounted for nearly
half of this. Now, provincial
governments one by one
have acted against these
mining operations. The lat-
est to do so is Sichuan,
which was a hydroelectric-
based crypto mining hub.

But that’s not all.

A few days back, the Peo-
ple's Bank of China directed
banks and payment firms to
pull the plug on cryptocur-

rency trading.

Actually, there is little
change in the policy as far as
China is concerned. It first
imposed restrictions on
cryptocurrencies way back
in 2013. It then barred finan-
cial institutions from han-
dling Bitcoin. Four years la-
ter, it barred what are called
initial coin offerings, under
which firms raise money by
selling their own new cryp-
tocurrencies. This is largely
an unregulated market.

What China wants?

An inter-ministerial com-
mittee report in India two
years ago noted that in 2017,
the government of China al-
so banned trading between
RMB (China’s currency ren-
minbi) and cryptocurren-
cies. It said, “Before the

ban, RMB made up 90% of
Bitcoin trades worldwide. In
under a year, the trades bet-
ween RMB and Bitcoin had
fallen to under 1% of the
world total.” The report also
noted that China had decid-
ed to prohibit mining within
its jurisdiction. While the
miners had stopped their
activities for some time, the
steep increase in the price
of Bitcoin had brought ma-
ny back into action.

EXPLAINER

The fact that cryptocur-
rencies bypass official insti-
tutions has been a reason
for unease in many govern-
ments. Not just that. The
anonymity that it offers aids
in the flourishing of dark
trades online. While many
countries have opted to reg-
ulate the world of crypto-
currencies, China has taken
the strictest of measures ov-
er the years. According to
observers, the latest set of
measures are to strengthen
its monetary hold and also
project its new official digi-

tal currency. An AFP report
said, “China launched tests
for a digital yuan in March.
Its aim is to allow Beijing to
conduct transactions in its
own currency around the
world, reducing dependen-
cy on the dollar which re-

mains dominant
internationally.”
Offshore platforms

This time, its focus is on
what has been a loophole all
along — of offshore plat-
forms enabling those in Chi-
na to trade in cryptocurren-
cies. A Reuters report said
the People’s Bank of China
asked banks and payment
firms to “identify those in-
volved in cryptocurrency
transactions and promptly
cut their payment chan-
nels.” It said, “China Con-
struction Bank, Industrial
and Commercial Bank of
China (ICBC) , Agricultural
Bank of China (AgBank) and
Postal Savings Bank of China
attended the meeting, along
with Alipay, the ubiquitous
payment platform owned by
fintech giant Ant Group.”

No military solution to Afghan
situation, U.S. tells Taliban

The military path will not lead to legitimacy, says U.S. diplomat

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN
WASHINGTON

The United States’ UN Ambas-
sador Linda Thomas-Green-
field told the Taliban that
there is no “military solution”
in Afghanistan, as American
troops approach a September
11 deadline for complete with-
drawal from the country after
two decades there. Afghanis-
tan has seen an increasing le-
vel of violence in recent
months, as the Taliban makes
territorial gains.

“To the Taliban, we reiter-
ate that the military path will
not lead to legitimacy. As ma-
ny of us have stated, includ-
ing my colleagues on this
Council from Europe, Russia
and China, there is no mili-
tary solution in Afghanistan.
The world would not recog-
nise the establishment in Af-
ghanistan of any government
imposed by force, nor the res-
toration of the Islamic Emi-
rate. There is only one way
forward and negotiated and
inclusive political settlement,
through an Afghan-led and Af-
ghan-owned process,” Ms.
Thomas Greenfield told the
UN Security Council at a vir-
tual meeting on Afghanistan,
which included External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar
and Afghanistan’s Foreign Af-
fairs Minister Mohammed

Increased tensions: Afghan commandos at a battlefield in
Kunduz province on Tuesday. =RreuTers

Hanfeef Atmar.

“...The parties to this con-
flict must press forward on a
peaceful resolution in Af-
ghanistan which protects the
gains of the last two de-
cades...,” Ms. Thomas-Green-
field said, adding that there
was an “unacceptable” level
of violence against women,
girls and ethnic and religious
minorities.

“We will use our full diplo-
matic, economic and assis-
tance toolkit to support the
peaceful, stable future, the
Afghan people want and de-
serve. And we will continue to
support the Afghan National
Defence and Security Forces
in securing their country,”
Ms. Thomas- Greenfield said.

The U.S. intelligence and
defence establishments are
still working out how they will

gather intelligence and con-
duct counter-terrorism oper-
ations in Afghanistan after
September 11 this year, the
New York Times reported.
Last week, NATO committed
to training Afghan security
forces after U.S. troops with-
draw from the country.
“Everyone who can in-
fluence the parties involved,
including Afghanistan’s
neighbours, should step up
now to secure the region and
promote peace and stability.
Like us, Afghanistan’s neigh-
bours want to ensure terro-
rists can never use Afghanis-
tan to threaten the security of
any country. An Afghanistan
at peace with itself and its
neighbours can link the eco-
nomies of South and Central
Asia, and provide safety and
security for all,” she said.

Taliban capture Afghanistan’s
main Tajikistan border crossing

Insurgents and security forces are fighting on outskirts of Kunduz

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KABUL

The Taliban captured Afghan-
istan’s main border crossing
with Tajikistan, officials said
on Tuesday, with security
forces abandoning their posts
and some fleeing across the
frontier.

The seizure of Shir Khan
Bandar, in the far north of Af-
ghanistan, about 50 km from
Kunduz city, is the most sig-
nificant gain for the Taliban
since the United States began
the final stage of its troop

withdrawal in May.

“Unfortunately this morn-
ing and after an hour of fight-
ing, the Taliban captured Shir
Khan port and the town and
all the border check posts
with Tajikistan,” said Kunduz
provincial council member
Khaliddin Hakmi.

Separately, an Army officer
said: “We were forced to leave
all check posts... and some of
our soldiers crossed the bor-
der into Tajikistan.”

“By morning, Taliban fight-
ers were everywhere, hun-

dreds of them,” he added, on
condition of anonymity.

Taliban spokesman Zabi-
hullah Mujahid confirmed the
insurgents had seized the
crossing, across the Pyanj Riv-
er.

“Our Mujahideen are in full
control of Shir Khan Bandar
and all the border crossings
with Tajikistan in Kunduz,”
he said.

Insurgents and Afghan
forces were engaged in fierce
battles on Monday on the out-
skirts of Kunduz city itself.

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER:RWSS DIVISION : BERHAMPUR

Near Jarada Bunglow, Pin — 760004, Ph. 0680-2296344
eerwss_bam@nic.in ;

Government of Odisha “e” Procurement Notice

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING - Bid Identification No. EERWSSBAM - 07/2021-22

The Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Berhampur, Ganjam on behalf of Governor of Odisha invites
bids in Single Cover & Double cover system according to the norm of “e” Procurement system in online
mode for Supply, drawing, design, construction, testing and commissioning and maintenance of different
PWS Schemes and electrification works inGanjam District from the eligible contractors as per DTCN.

rwssbam@gmail.com

1. | Name of the Work

Scheme in Ganjam District.

:| Execution of different works of different P.W.S.

No of Work (Tender)

:[ 20 Nos.

Estimated Cost (Approximate)

:| From Rs.9.78 Lakhs to Rs.522.91 Lakhs

Period of Completion

:| From 120 days to 365 days

oA (WIN

document in the Portal.

Date & Time of availability of bid

up to 17.00 hrs

| From 25-06-2021 at 11.00 hrs to 15-07-2021

o

Last date & time for seeking clarification

:[ 09.07.2021 up to 17.00 hrs.

7. | Date of Opening of Bid

:[ 16.07.2021 at11.00 hrs.

in the Portal

8. | Last date / Time for receipt of bids

:[ 15.07.2021 up to 17.00 hrs.

inviting tender

9. | Name & address of the Officer

[ Executive Engineer, RWSS Division, Near Jarada
Bunglow, Berhampur-760004, Dist.:Ganjam, Odisha.

0-358:

Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal https://tendersorissa.gov.in
Superintending Engineer, RWS&S Division, Berhampur
OIPR-25035/11/0003/2122

non-negotiable.

to secretarial section of our Bank.

respect of the shares so transferred.

available at |EPF website www.iepf.gov.in.

Date: 22.06.2021
Thoothukudi

Tamilnad
Mercantile
Bank Ltd

Be a step ahead in life

We request you to claim the dividends if any remaining unclaimed / unpaid by you from the year 2013-14 onwards by making an application immediately

In case the concerned shareholders do not claim their unclaimed dividends by 05th July, 2021, the Bank shall with a view to comply with the said Act and
Rules, transfer the dividend and the shares to the IEPF Authority without any further notice to the shareholders and no liability shall lie against the Bank in

The shareholders may note that upon transfer of the shares to IEPF Authority, including all benefits accruing on such shares, if any, the same can be claimed
only from the IEPF Authority by making a separate application to the IEPF Authority in Form IEPF-5 as prescribed under the Rules and the same is made

For any information / clarifications on this matter, concerned shareholders may contact Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Ltd, Secretarial Section, Head Office, No.57,
V.E.Road, Thoothukudi - 628002, Tel.No: 0461 2325136, 2321932 (Extn : 311), e-mail: shareholders@tmbank.in.

Registered Office: No.57, V.E.Road,
Thoothukudi, 628002.
CIN : U65110TN1921PLC001908, Website: www.tmb.in
Email : shareholders@tmbank.in, Tel: 0461-2325136

NOTICE TO SHAREHOLDERS
For Transfer of Unpaid / Unclaimed dividend and Equity shares to the Investor Education

and Protection Fund (IEPF) Account
Notice is hereby given that as per Section 124(6) of the Companies Act, 2013 read with Investor Education and Protection Fund (IEPF) Authority (Accounting,
Audit, Transfer and Refund) Rules, 2016 (“the Rules”), the Bank is required to transfer the shares, in respect of which the dividend remains unpaid or
unclaimed for a period of seven consequent years to the IEPF Account established by the Central Government.
Alist of such shareholders, who have not encashed their dividends for seven consecutive years and whose shares are therefore liable for transfer to the IEPF
Account, is displayed on the website of the Bank https://www.tmb.in/About us/Shareholders Corner/Investor-Education-and-Protection-Fund.
The Bank had also sent individual communication to the concerned shareholders whose unpaid / unclaimed dividend and shares thereon are liable to
be transferred to IEPF Account as per the said Rules for taking appropriate action and submitting requisite documents to claim the dividend and shares
before it is transferred to IEPF Account. Shareholders are requested to forward the requisite documents as mentioned in the said communication to the
Secretarial Section of Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Ltd, Head Office, Thoothukudi to claim the dividend and shares thereon. In case the Bank does not receive
any communication from the concerned shareholder within 05.07.2021, the Bank would be transferring the said shares to IEPF Account without further
notice in accordance with the requirement of said Rules.
The concerned shareholder(s) holding shares in physical form and whose shares are liable to be transferred to the IEPF Authority, may note that upon
transfer of shares to [EPF Authority, the original share certificate(s) which are registered in their name will stand automatically cancelled and be deemed

For Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Ltd
s/d
Prakash Chandra Panda
Company Secretary
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Kalrock-Jalan cleared to restart Jet

MARKET WATCH

22-06-2021 % CHANGE

NCLT asks govt. to allot airport slots in 90 days; consortium to repay 1,200 crore in dues over 5 years

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

The National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT), Mumbai,
on Tuesday approved the re-
solution plan of Kalrock Cap-
ital and entrepreneur Murari
Lal Jalan for the revival of Jet
Airways two years after the
airline shut down operations
due to a cash crunch.

The NCLT, in an oral or-
der, gave 90 days to the Mi-
nistry of Civil Aviation and
the Directorate General of Ci-
vil Aviation for allotting air-
port slots to the airline.

‘Date can be extended’

The bench also said that if
further extension of the ef-
fective date was required,
the Jalan-Kalrock consorti-
um could approach the tri-

In an affidavit, the govern-

P ¥ o B Ak

New horizons: A viable business case is now possible, subject
to significant capitalisation, says CAPA's Kapil Kaul. =p7i

ment had submitted that Jet
Airways did not have a claim
over airport slots held by it
earlier. These slots were allo-
cated to different airlines af-
ter Jet Airways suspended

KLP divests Adani stake

Sensex 52,589 0.03
US Dollar 74.37 -0.36
Gold 46213 -0.13
Brent oil 75.01 0.57
PRICE CHANGE NEW DELHI / MUMBAI

Adani Ports 742.90.....11.85
Asian Paints 3010.80.....-57.75
Axis Bank 739.35 -0.20
Bajaj Auto 4221.60 38.95
Bajaj Finserv 12131.65...-24.75
Bajaj Finance 6016.80......-99.20
Bharti Airtel 536.40 -3.20
BPCL 473.65 -1.40
Britannia Ind 3650.90 2.05
Cipla 955.85 -4.30
Coal India 148.70 1.20
Divis Lab 4288.75.......59.65
Dr Reddys Lab 5308.35 26.35
Eicher Motors 2718.20 19.75
Grasim Ind 1496.30. -0.35
HCL Tech 980.10 -1.90
HDFC 2522.90 6.50
HDFC Bank 1483.80. -4.90
HDFC Life 716.75 -2.00
Hero MotoCorp 2907.05 12.20
Hindalco 367.55 -0.05
Hind Unilever 2490.25 24.10
ICICI Bank 630.85 -0.40
Indusind Bank 1000.10. -7.45
Infosys 1511.85 11.55
Indian OilCorp 113.85 1.20
ITC 205.10 0.65
JSW Steel 675.25 2.30
Kotak Bank 1757.10......-14.95
L&T 1499.20. 32.15 s
M&M 775.20 -1.65 bunal again.
Maruti Suzuki 7265.40.....365.50
Nestle India Ltd. ... 17436.55...-212.60
NTPC 118.30 0.30
ONGC 122.05 1.10
PowerGrid Corp 234.05 -0.80
Reliance Ind 2225.75....-11.50
SBI Life 1007.00....... 25.45
State Bank 418.65 -1.10
Shree Cement 29239.05...1013.70
Sun Pharma 666.80 -4.55

Tata  Consumer

on Myanmar army links

Nordic fund had put $1 mn in port unit

Products Ltd. 756.70 14.15

Tata Motors 337.90 3.60

Tata Steel 1112.30 6.15

TS 3301.20...28.10

Tech Mahindra 1057.20. . -5.70 REUTERS

Titan 1757.00.. . 14.15 0SLO

UltraTech Cement ... 6858.95 83.45 Norwegian pension fund

UPL 802.50...... 30.30 Lo .

Wipro 556.55 . 14.40 KLP is divesting from Adani
Ports and Special Economic
Zone Ltd. on the grounds

EXCHANGE RATES the firm’s links with the

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on June 22

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL
US Dollar 74.17 74.49
Euro 88.19.......88.57
British Pound 102.91...103.36
Japanese Yen (100)...67.16.......67.46
Chinese Yuan 11.45...11.50
Swiss Franc 80.56.......80.93
Singapore Dollar 55.07 55.33
Canadian Dollar 59.88....60.17
Malaysian Ringitt 17.81 17.91

Source:Indian Bank
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DRL unveils drug in U.S.

to lower triglyceride
HYDERABAD

Dr. Reddy's Laboratories has
unveiled Icosapent Ethyl
Capsules, 1gm, in the U.S.
market. The product has
received the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration approval
and is indicated as an adjunct
to diet to reduce triglyceride
levels, the drugmaker said.

Sun Pharma, Celgene to
resolve drug-patent row
HYDERABAD

Sun Pharmaceutical
Industries has reached an
agreement with innovator
Celgene Corporation to
resolve patent litigation
pertaining to anti-cancer
drug Revlimid (lenalidomide
capsules) in the U.S. Under
the pact, Celgene will grant
Sun a licence to its patents,
required to make and sell a
limited quantity of generic
lenalidomide capsules
sometime after March 2022.

Myanmar military breach
the fund’s responsible in-
vestment policy, KLP said.
Adani Ports has been un-
der scrutiny from interna-
tional investors over its pro-
ject to build a container
terminal in Yangon on land
leased from a Myanmar mil-
itary-owned conglomerate.
A military coup in Myan-
mar on February 1 and an
ensuing crackdown on mass
protests in which hundreds
have been killed has drawn
international condemnation
and sanctions on military fi-

‘New utility to
aid checks for
I-T compliance’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Income Tax Depart-
ment on Tuesday said its
new utility, developed to
help TDS deductors and
TCS collectors identify
non-filers or ‘specified per-
sons’ on whom higher rate
of taxes will be levied,
would help ease com-
pliance burden.

“To ease this com-
pliance burden, the Cen-
tral Board of Direct Taxes
has issued a new function-
ality ‘Compliance Check
for Sections 206AB &
206CCA. This is functional
via the reporting portal of
the I-T department https://
report.insight.gov.in,” the
CBDT said in a statement.

gures and military-con-
trolled entities.

“Adani’s operations in
Myanmar and its business
partnership with that coun-
try’s armed forces consti-
tutes an unacceptable risk
of contributing to the viola-
tion of KLP’s guidelines for-
responsible  investment,”
KLP said. The fund had an
investment of $1.05 million
in Adani Ports at the time of
its decision, it told Reuters

flight operations in April
2019.

“The Consortium main-
tains its stand that it wants to
work alongside the Ministry
of Civil Aviation, the Directo-

FM, Infosys
review new [-T
portal glitches

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman reviewed with
Infosys officials the techni-
cal glitches that continue to
mar the new income tax e-
filing portal.

She, along with Minister
of State for Finance Anurag
Thakur, Revenue Secretary
Tarun Bajaj and CBDT
Chairman Jagannath Moha-
patra went point by point
on the issues facing the
portal with officials of Info-
sys that developed the site.

While there was no offi-
cial word on what tran-
spired at the meeting, a
statement issued by the In-
stitute of Chartered Ac-
countants of India said
“the glitches shall be ad-
dressed fast.”

International Tea Day

auction sets price record
More than 93% of stock sold to buyers

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The first International Tea
Day special auction, held on
a digital platform, in eastern
Assam’s Jorhat, considered
the tea capital of the region,
fetched record prices.

More than 93% of the to-
tal tea on offer from at least
a dozen niche tea gardens in
eastern Assam were sold to
buyers from Assam, Delhi
Gujarat, Rajasthan and West
Bengal, auctioneers said.

The auction was conduct-
ed on June 21 — a month af-
ter the best leaves were
plucked to mark Interna-
tional Tea Day on May 21 —
by Mjunction Services Ltd.,
aB2B e-com firm.
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hojan Tea Estate was sold
for 34,000 a kg while spe-
ciality green tea from Diroi-
bam Tea Estate and CTC tea
from Hookhmol Tea Estate
fetched 1,000 and %510 per
kg, all record prices. “We
have received the highest
bid for our speciality green
teas,” said Nazrana Ahmed
of Diroibam Tea Estate.

rate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and all its competi-
tors to put Jet Airways back
in the skies,” the Jalan-Kal-
rock consortium said in a
press statement.

‘Delhi, Mumbai slots full’
“I am confident that the
DGCA and Ministry of Civil
Aviation will give fair consid-
eration to the business pro-
posal for Jet’s revival,” Ash-
ish  Chhawchharia, Jet
Airways’ Resolution Profes-
sional (RP) and partner,
Grant Thornton, said. “Apart
from airports such as Delhi
and Mumbai, on preliminary
analysis, it appears that oth-
er airports have sufficient
slots, whereas some are like-
ly to expand their capacity.”
The bid by the consortium
of Kalrock Capital and Mr. Ja-
lan was approved by the

Committee of Creditors in
October last year.

‘Claims total 15,432 cr.’
As per the resolution plan,
the Kalrock-Jalan consortium
has proposed to repay finan-
cial creditors and employees
about 1,200 crore over five
years and intends to reesta-
blish Jet Airways as a full-ser-
vice airline with 30 aircraft.
This contrasts with claims to-
talling 15,432 crore from fi-
nancial and operational
creditors which were admit-
ted by the RP.

“Surprisingly, the NCLT
order is a massive clean-up,”
said Kapil Kaul, CEO and di-
rector, CAPA Advisory.

“It will allow the new pro-
moters to develop a viable
business case subject to sig-
nificant capitalisation,” Mr.
Kaul added.

NMDC net, revenue leap

on robust ore demand
Mining rally to continue in FY22: Deb

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD
Mining major NMDC’s said
its consolidated net profit
surged to 2,836 crore for
the quarter ended March
from 315 crore in the year-
earlier period on the back of
iron ore demand and reali-
sation remaining robust.
Total income more than
doubled to 6,933 crore.
Iron-ore production rose
30% to 12.31 million tonnes.
Iron ore sales increased 29%
to 11.09 MT. These are the
best-ever production and
sales figures for any quarter
since inception, NMDC said.
Total income for FY21 in-
creased 29% to 15,722 crore
while net profit surged 76%
to 6,277 crore. The compa-
ny said net profit and total

‘States’ debt
COStS rise as
yields hit 7%’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI
Despite the ¥10,000-crore
liquidity infusion through
the G-Sap route by the RBI
last week and fewer States
tapping the bond markets,
their cost of borrowing has
been heading north, as the
coupon hit the highest le-
vel since mid-March at 7%.
With this, the weighted
average yields of State
bonds have risen by a
whopping 44 bps since the
first auction of the fiscal on
April 8, according to Care
Ratings. Ahead of the
%10,000-crore purchase of
State debt on June 17, the
average cost had fallen 20
bps to 6.75% at the auction
on June 15.

c) Q4 profit and total

income as well as
FY21 turnover
were new records

income for the quarter as
well as the turnover for the
fiscal were new records.

“All forecasts suggest the
global rally in the sector will
continue in FY22, giving us
the confidence to achieve
targets for the fiscal while
pushing [forward] some ex-
citing initiatives that will
bring in lasting improve-
ment to efficiency and per-
formance,” said CMD Sumit
Deb. In FY21, it produced
34.15 MT and sold 33.25 MT
iron ore, which were 8% and
6% higher respectively and
“achieved in an undoubted-
ly challenging year.”

“Tying reforms, incentives

helped widen adoption’

PM cites States’ extra FY21 borrowings

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

India has moved from a mo-
del of ‘reforms by stealth
and compulsion’ to a new
model of ‘reforms by con-
viction and incentives’,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi asserted on Tuesday,
referring to States being
granted additional borrow-
ing limits last year under a
reform-linked window.
Observing that raising
adequate resources for pu-
blic welfare while ensuring
sustainability was proving
to be one of the biggest chal-
lenges during the pandem-
ic, the PM noted that States
were able to borrow an ex-
tra 1.06 lakh crore in FY21.
“For a large nation with
complex challenges as ours,
this was a unique expe-
rience. We have often seen
that for various reasons,
schemes and reforms re-
main unoperational, often
for years,” he said in a post
on the job search and social
networking portal LinkedIn.
“Officials who have been
working on these reforms
suggest that without this in-
centive of additional funds,
enactment of these policies
would have taken years.
This was a pleasant depar-
ture from the past where the
Centre & States came to-
gether to roll out public-
friendly reforms in a short
span of time amidst the pan-
demic,” Mr. Modi wrote.

‘Four specified reforms’
In May 2020, under the Aat-
manirbhar Bharat package,
the Centre had permitted
States to borrow an addi-
tional 2% of Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP),
but half of it was contingent
on implementation of four
specified reforms. Twenty-
three States availed of addi-
tional borrowings of %1.06
lakh crore out of a potential

Scant supply, demand
surge boost ginger prices
Spot prices touch 2,300 a 60-kg bag

E.M.MANOJ
KALPETTA

Providing fresh hopes to
ginger farmers in South In-
dia, the price of ginger rhi-
zomes has been spiralling
on account of scant supply
and huge demand.

Spot prices of ginger rhi-
zome touched ¥2,300 a bag
(60 kg) in Kerala and Karna-
taka markets on Tuesday
against T800 a few weeks
ago. It was 3,000 a bag dur-
ing the same period last
year. High-quality ginger
was trading at 32,400 a bag
(60 kg) in Karnataka, trad-
ing sources said. Though the
demand has increased,
availability is restricted to
some regions of Mysuru,

Hassan and Shivamogga dis-
tricts in Karnataka and a few
pockets of Wayanad district
in Kerala, Arun Anto, a gin-
ger dealer, said.

Moreover, the farmers
were holding stocks antici-
pating better prices in the
coming months, he added.

As per trade circles in
Wayanad, the momentum
may persist considering low
availability of ginger.

e
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Narendra Modi

2.14 lakh crore.

“Each of the reforms was
linked to improving the ease
of living to the public and
particularly the poor, the
vulnerable, and the middle
class. Secondly, they also
promoted fiscal sustainabili-
ty,” Mr. Modi wrote.

Seventeen States that fa-
cilitated ration-card porta-
bility and installed electron-
ic point-of-sale devices at
fair price shops were grant-
ed additional borrowings
amounting to 337,600 crore,
the PM noted. Similarly, 20
States completed reforms to
ease the red tape faced by
businesses to avail borrow-
ings of 339,521 crore.

“The third reform re-
quired States to notify floor
rates of property tax and of
water & sewerage charges,
in consonance with stamp
duty guideline values for
property transactions and
current costs respectively,
in urban areas. 11 States
completed these reforms
and were granted additional
borrowing of 15,957 crore,”
he added, stressing that the
urban poor would benefit
the most from this step.

The least traction was
seen for the Centre’s reform
idea of replacing free elec-
tricity for farmers with a Di-
rect Benefit Transfer.

“13 States implemented
at least one component,
while 6 States implemented
the DBT component,” the
PM said in his post.

‘Retail interest
in stocks to
spur infra’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI
Rising retail participation
in the stock market — if it is
here to stay — could enable
a larger resource pool for
financing India’s infras-
tructural  requirements,
Soumya Kanti Ghosh,
Group Chief Economic Ad-
visor, State Bank of India
(SBI) said in a report.
“Lower rate in other sav-
ing avenues amidst the low
interest rate regime has led
to greater interest by indi-
viduals in the stock mar-
ket,” he said in the report
by SBI's Economic Re-
search Department.
“Another reason could be
the significant increase in
global liquidity,” he added.

A peep into the future as Gill, Shafali and ‘DK’ hint at greatness to come

&)
Ay

BETWEEN WICKETS

SURESH MENON

hree relative newcomers from India

impressed in England last week. In
Southampton, opener Shubman Gill
played his inaugural Test in England
like a veteran of many innings there.

He was confident, untroubled,
peaceful (a word not usually associated
with sportsmen performing on the
field).

Class

And he pulled the short rising delivery
from the New Zealand fast bowlers bet-
ween mid-wicket and mid-on after get-
ting on top of the bounce — there’s class
right there for you.

Gill made only 28 before he was
caught behind; a pull off the front foot
against Trent Boult vying with a
straight drive off Kyle Jamieson for the
best of his boundaries.

cM
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Watching Gill bat brings back memo-
ries of the early Sachin Tendulkar or Vi-
rat Kohli.

Not in the way he bats, although
there are similarities in the way he
brings his bottom hand into play, but in
the way he promises to carry India’s
batting on his shoulders like them.

Every generation needs a player
around whom the batting revolves;
there is a straight line from Sunil Gavas-
kar to Tendulkar to Kohli, and Gill
seems equipped to extend that line.

Early days yet

These are early days yet, and Gill will
have to display both the responsibility
and the longevity of the other three,
but the signs are encouraging at this
stage.

Gill top-scored with 91 in India’s
memorable run chase in Brisbane ear-
lier this year — it was only his third Test
— having made 50 and 31 in Sydney in
the previous Test and 45 and 35 not out
in Melbourne on debut.

A first century might start a se-
quence and take him over the line that
separates the good from the great. Ten-
dulkar’s first century came in his ninth
Test, Kohli’s in his eighth.

»

Gill might be the batsman to watch in
the England series following the final of
the World Test Championship.

The focus on India’s bowling heroes
and the blossoming of Rishabh Pant
among the batsman has allowed Gill to
do his stuff quietly in the background
without undue pressure.

High expectations

Expectations have always been high,
though, after he made a triple century
in an under-16 match and later 268
against Tamil Nadu in the Ranji Trophy
as a 19-year-old. In between, he was
player-of-the-tournament at the Un-
der-19 World Cup, so there is an inevit-
ability about his progress.

Beyond his game, Gill has, unusually
for an international player and one so
young, displayed a social conscious-
ness in his tweets. A future India cap-
tain, perhaps?

A second newcomer in England
caught the eye in Bristol. Shafali Verma
said hello to Test cricket with innings of
96 and 63 as India drew the women’s
Test after following on.

The last time India played a Test,
Shafali was 10 years old. Soon she was
disguising herself as a boy to attend

camps in Rohtak, Haryana, where girls
were actively prevented from taking up
sport. Luckily Shafali’s father encour-
aged her, and at 15 she was good
enough to play for India. That was two
years ago, when she broke Tendulkar’s
record as the youngest Indian to score
an international fifty.

It is not unusual for contemporary
players to be compared with players of
the past. It helps to understand the
more recent performer.

In fact, it is a two-way street, allow-
ing those of an earlier generation to fix
a current talent in their minds while
giving younger fans an insight into an
earlier player.

Comparison

There is something about Gill that has
already invited comparison with Barry
Richards for his on-side play. A more
accessible comparison might be with
Dilip Vengsarkar, a stylish batsman, tall
and elegant while driving.

Shafali’s natural sense of timing and
reliance on her eye rather than solely
on footwork immediately brought to
mind Virender Sehwag who could
drive the ball through the narrowest of
gaps in the field or send it racing with

what looked like the gentlest of pushes.

The third star to emerge is the com-
mentator Dinesh Karthik, who has
channelled his natural exuberance
beautifully and has worked out the ba-
lance between the technical and the
anecdotal, side-stepping cliche and
platitude, and communicating his
sheer delight to the viewers.

‘DK’ is only 36, and as he pointed
out, still an active player. But already
he is the most promising commentator
to emerge since Harsha Bhogle made
his mark in Australia three decades
ago. It’s been a long wait!

Fit to be alongside the best
Television’s insistence on appointing
only internationals has given us some
insufferable commentators (no
names!), but here’s an international fit
to be compared with the best in the
world.

There is a joy in discovering promis-
ing youngsters and then watching them
live up to that promise. India have had
great players, both men and women,
but few great commentators.

It’s all coming together in England
this season. There’s much to look for-

ward to.
»
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Younis Khan quits as
Pakistan’s batting coach
ISLAMABAD

Former Pakistan captain
Younis Khan has quit as the
national team’s batting
coach. The Pakistan Cricket
Board declined to comment
on the reasons Younis quit
just days before the team is
due to leave for England to
play a limited-overs series.
He was appointed last
November on a two-year
contract. ap

Riya goes down fighting
BAD HOMBURG (GERMANY)
Two-time National champion
Riya Bhatia put up a strong
fight against Laura
Siegemund of Germany
before losing 6-2, 6(2)-7, 1-6
to the German World No. 55
in the first round of the
€189,708 WTA tennis
tournament on Tuesday.
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Shami and Ishant’s incisive spells keep Kohli's men in the contest

The former’s four-for and latter’s three-for help India bowl out the Kiwis for 249; Williamson scores 49; India 64 for two in its second innings after losing Gill, Rohit

WTC FINAL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
%AMPTON

India was 64 for two in 30 ov-
ers in its second innings at
stumps on the fifth day of the
World Test Championship fi-
nal against New Zealand here
on Tuesday.

Rohit Sharma (30) and
Shubman Gill (8) were the
batsmen dismissed, both fall-
ing to Tim Southee. The Kiwi
speedster trapped Gill in
front while Rohit shouldered
arms to a delivery that
nipped in and was adjudged
Ibw.

At close, Cheteshwar Puja-
ra (12) and skipper Virat Koh-
li (8) were at the crease.

Earlier, Mohammed Sha-
mi’s artistry was on full dis-
play but New Zealand still
managed to take a crucial 32-
run lead after scoring 249.

More intent

New Zealand showed more
intent inn keeping the score-
board ticking with Kyle Ja-
mieson (21) and Tim Southee
(30) throwing their bats
around for useful runs which
certainly put the pressure

Mount, Chilwell
to extend :
self-isolation

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON

England says players Ma-
son Mount and Ben Chil-
well will continue isolating
until Monday next. The 10-
day isolation comes after
they came into contact
with Scotland midfielder
Billy Gilmour at Wembley
Stadium after Friday’s
game. England says the de-
cision to extend the isola-
tion followed talks with
health authorities. They
will train alone.

Lahiri qualifies
for Olympics

Anirban Lahiri. =fiLE PHOTO

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Anirban Lahiri is the only
Indian to find a place in the

men’s 60-player Final
Olympic Golf Rankings, re-
leased on Tuesday.

Lahiri just about made
the ‘cut’ after being the
60th player on the list,
headed by World No. 1 Jon
Rahm of Spain.

The women’s list of 60
players will be finalised af-
ter this week’s KPMG PGA
Championship. The Inter-
national Golf Federation
(IGF) will confirm the final
entry list on July 6.

back on India going into the
final session of the day.

The tea break was called
after the fall of the last New
Zealand wicket.

Shami (4/76), after a mes-
merising morning spell, got a
couple of more wickets in the
second session. He dismis-
sed Colin de Grandhomme
with a delivery angled in and
Jamieson with a bouncer.

Ishant removes
Williamson

During the final half-an-hour,
India’s senior-most player
Ishant Sharma (3/48) denied
a half-century to a dogged
skipper Kane Williamson
(49) with a classic Test match
dismissal — delivery rearing
up and shaping out which
was edged to Kohli at third
slip.

New Zealand scored 114
runs in the post-lunch ses-
sion even as Shami and Ish-
ant remained standout per-
formers bowling their hearts
out.

Jamieson and New Zea-
land’s all-time third highest
six-hitter Southee got some
easy runs at the fag end
which could prove to be use-

Breached: Mohammed Shami has B-J. Watling bowled, playing inside the line of an away nipper. =GeTTy iMAGES

ful in the final context.

Ross Taylor (11) was dis-
missed as Shami reaped the
rewards for finding the fuller
length which enticed the bat-
sman to go for a drive. Gill, at
short cover, took a brilliant
diving catch.

Ishant then had Henry Ni-
cholls (7) when the lanky
speedster pushed his length
fuller by a yard and the edge
at second slip was taken by
Rohit Sharma. B-]. Watling
(1), in his last Test, got a ball
that would have put the best

in the business in trouble.
Shami, who by then had
started bossing the batsmen,
bowled one that looked like
shaping in but held its line af-
ter pitching, clipping the off-
bail in the process. From 117
for 2, New Zealand was reel-

ing at 135/5 at lunch.

However, the disappoint-
ment for India was Jasprit
Bumrah (0/57), who bowled
short and wide.

The moment Virat Kohli
replaced Bumrah with Sha-
mi, things changed drastical-

INDIA — 1ST INNINGS
217.

NEW ZEALAND — 1ST INNINGS
Tom Latham c Kohli b Ashwin
30 (104b, 3x4), Devon Conway
c Shami b Ishant 54 (153b, 6x4),
Kane Williamson c Kohli b
Ishant 49 (177b, 6x4), Ross
Taylor c Gill b Shami 11 (37b,
2x4), Henry Nicholls c Rohit b
Ishant 7 (23b, 1x4), B-J. Watling
b Shami 1 (3b), Colin de Grand-
homme lbw b Shami 13 (30b,
1x4), Kyle Jamieson c Bumrah b
Shami 21 (16b, 1x6), Tim
Southee b Jadeja 30 (46b, 1x4,
2x6), Neil Wagner c Rahane b
Ashwin O (5b), Trent Boult (not
out) 7 (8b, 1x4); Extras (b-4,
Lb-16, nb-6): 26; Total (in 99.2
overs): 249.
FALL OF WICKETS

1-70 (Latham, 34.2 overs), 2-
101 (Conway, 48.4), 3-117
(Taylor, 63.1), 4-134 (Nicholls,
69.3), 5-135 (Watling, 70.2), 6-

ly as the senior pacer sowed
doubts in the battmen’s
minds.

He didn’t look to make the
batsmen play and William-
son was seen leaving delivery
after delivery. His first four of
the morning came in the

Indomitable Danes rout Russia, sweep into round of 16

Hradecky’s own goal and Lukakuss strike give relentless Belgium its third victory in a row

EURO LEAGUES

REUTERS

COPENHAGEN

Despair turned to exhilara-
tion for Denmark as it
claimed an astonishing 4-1
victory over Russia to scram-
ble into the last 16 of Euro
2020 on a wonderful night
here on Monday.

Needing a victory to have
any chance of progression,
Mikkel Damsgaard lit the
touchpaper with a 38th-mi-
nute wonder goal on a head-
spinning night in the Parken
Stadium. A dreadful mistake
by Russia’s Roman Zobnin al-
lowed Yussuf Poulsen to dou-
ble the lead on the hour.

A screamer

Russia threatened a come-
back when Artem Dzyuba
converted a 70th minute pe-
nalty but Andreas Christen-
sen’s screamer made it 3-1
before Joakim Maehle com-
pleted the rout. It was only

half the story though as Den-
mark’s fate was never in its
own hands and it was still in-
debted to Belgium which
beat Finland 2-0 in St.
Petersburg.

Having lost its opening
two games, Denmark went
through as runner-up and
will face Wales next.

Belgium finished top of
Group B with a maximum
nine points with Denmark,
Finland and Russia all on
three points but with the
Danes ahead on goal
difference.

Belgium’s win leaves the
Finns facing a nervous wait
to see if they can sneak into
the knockout stages.

A much-changed Belgium
side dominated the game but
only found a breakthrough in
the 74th minute courtesy of
an own goal from keeper Lu-
kas Hradecky, who fumbled
a Thomas Vermaelen header
over the line after it had
crashed off the woodwork.

- R _
T R s

Striker Romelu Lukaku
clinched victory in the 83rd
minute by swivelling to
thump home a Kevin de
Bruyne pass and score his
third goal of the tournament.

Breaking through: Damsgaard's superb strike set Denmark on its way to a remarkable win. =arp

Belgium, the third after
Italy and the Netherlands to
win all three group games,
will face one of the third-
placed sides in Seville on
June 27.

Deepika and Ankita get good ranks

SPORTS BUREAU
PARIS

Indian recurve women arch-
ers Deepika Kumari and An-
kita Bhakat earned second
and fifth ranks respectively
in the qualification round of
the World Cup Stage-3 here
on Tuesday.

Their good ranking
helped Deepika, who gath-
ered 674 points to be behind
Mexican Alejandra Valencia
(680), and Ankita (664) get a
bye in the first two rounds
and make the third round of
the elimination phase.

Komalika Bari (648, 19th)
and Madhu Vedwan (632,
46th) have been drawn

Redfern to make history

SPORTS BUREAU

Sue Redfern will become
the first woman to officiate
in an England men’s home
international match after
being appointed as fourth
umpire for Wednesday’s
first T20I against Sri Lanka
in Cardiff.

Alex Wharf had been
due to fill the role, but
Redfern was placed on
standby in the event that
the reserve day was
activated in the World Test
Championship final in
Southampton. With
persistent bad weather
forcing the game into a
sixth day, Redfern will now
step in for the first of three
T20Is between England
and Sri Lanka.

“It’s going to be a great
experience,” Redfern told
ESPNcricinfo. “I'm feeling

Sue Redfern. =GeTTY ImMAGES

pretty privileged. It’s
unexpected but at the
same time, it’s a great
opportunity to showcase
that females can officiate in
a variety of environments.”

Redfern is a regular
on-field umpire on the
women’s international
circuit and stood in last
week’s Test between
England and India in
Bristol.

Making progress: Deepika entered the third round of the
elimination phase after a bye in the first two. =riLe PHOTO

against Elin Kattstrom of
Sweden and Catalina Gnorie-
ga of the USA respectively in

the first round.

The Indian women’s team

collected 1986 points to

come second behind Mexico
(2000). India, which got a
first round bye, will start the
elimination phase from the
second round.

Atanu Das, who gathered
664 points to take the 23rd
spot, was the best among the
Indian men in the qualifica-
tion round.

Pravin Jadhav (662, 27th),
B. Dhiraj (655, 50th) and Ta-
rundeep Rai (650, 60th)
were the other Indians in
fray.

Men’s team eighth

The men’s team (1981) was
placed eighth, while the
mixed team (1338) was fifth.

The results: Group B: Finland O
lost to Belgium 2 (Hradecky 74-
og, Lukaku 81); Russia 1 (Dzyu-
ba 70-pen) lost to Denmark 4
(Damsgaard 38, Poulsen 59,
Christensen 80, Maehle 82).

By The Numbers

B 1 - Denmark is the first side
in Euro history to make the
knockouts after losing the
first two group games

B 4 - |t scored four goals in a
match at a major for the first
time since the 1998 WC (4-1
vs Nigeria)

B 20 - Damsgaard (20y 353d)
is its youngest scorer (major)

TODAY'S MATCHES
|_GROUP E |

Sweden vs Poland

......... SlovaklavsSpam
9.30 p.m.

Portugal vs France
12.30 a.m. (Thursday)

Germany vs Hungary
12.30 a.m. (Thursday)

Live on Sony Ten 2, 3 &
Sony Six (SD & HD)

SCOREBOARD

162 (de Grandhomme, 82.1), 7-
192 (Jamieson, 86.6), 8-221
(Williamson, 93.6), 9-234
(Wagner, 96.3).
INDIA BOWLING

Ishant 25-9-48-3, Bumrah 26-
9-57-0, Shami 26-8-76-4, Ash-
win 15-5-28-2, Jadeja
7.2-2-20-1.

INDIA — 2ND INNINGS
Rohit Sharma lbw b Southee
30 (81b, 2x4), Shubman Gill
lbw b Southee 8 (33b),
Cheteshwar Pujara (batting) 12
(55b, 2x4), Virat Kohli (batting)
8 (12b); Extras (lb-4, nb-1,
w-1): 6; Total (for two wkts. in
30 overs): 64.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-24 (Gill, 10.4), 2-51 (Rohit,
26.5).

NEW ZEALAND BOWLING
Southee 9-3-17-2, Boult 8-1-
20-0, Jamieson 10-4-15-0,
Wagner 3-0-8-0.

20th over of the day (69th for
the day), a clip off Bumrah to
the mid-wicket boundary.

What Shami and Ishant
did was to hit the six-metre
length (good length) which
did the trick during both ses-
sions.

Off-colour
Neeraj still
manages gold

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

Asian Games champion
Neeraj Chopra won the ja-
velin gold at the Karlstad
Grand Prix, a World Athlet-
ics  Continental  Tour
bronze event, at Karlstad,
Sweden, on Tuesday.

Neeraj, the top star at
Karlstad with a personal
best of 88.07m which came
at Patiala in March, had a
mediocre  series. He
clinched the title with a
best of 80.96m, which
came in his second throw.
Neeraj opened with 79.07
and his series included
three fouls (third, fourth
and fifth). He appeared off-
colour and his last throw
was just 77.48.

This was Neeraj’s se-
cond international meet
this year. The 23-year-old
had thrown 83.18m in his
international season-open-
er in Lisbon a few days ago.

SFI nominates Srihari, Maana

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Srihari Nataraj and Maana
Patel have been nominated
by the Swimming Federation
of India (SFI) for the Univer-
sality Places for the Tokyo
Olympics.

Even as Srihari is chasing
the ‘A’ qualification spot,
which if achieved would get
him a direct entry for the
Games, the SFI had to make
the nominations to meet the
deadline of June 20.

“We are still very hopeful
that at least two Indian
swimmers will make the ‘A’
cut.

“The swimmers have im-

Srihari Nataraj and Maana Patel. sfiLe pHOTOS

proved their timings in Bel-
grade and we are expecting
them to go faster in Rome,”
said SFI Executive Director
Virendra Nanavati in a
release.

From clay, the focus now shifts to grass for Djokovic

The Serb, who has won the Australian and French Open, sets sights on a sixth Wimbledon title

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

Novak Djokovic is targeting a
record-equalling 20th Major
and sixth Wimbledon title
from next week, edging him
closer to becoming only the
third man to complete a ca-
lendar Grand Slam.

The World No. 1 has alrea-
dy won a ninth Australian
Open and second French
Open this season.

That has put him halfway
to emulating Don Budge
(1937) and Rod Laver (1962
and 1969) in sweeping all
four majors in the same year.

It is a feat that even his
closest rivals Roger Federer
and Rafael Nadal have never
managed and will probably
never achieve.

“Everything is possible,”
said 34-year-old Djokovic af-
ter winning the French Open

earlier this month when
asked if the Golden Slam of
all four majors and Olympic
Games gold was a realistic
target.

“I've  achieved some
things that a lot of people
thought would be not possi-
ble for me to achieve.”

Djokovic memorably cap-
tured a fifth Wimbledon in
2019, saving two champion-
ship points to defeat Federer
in the longest-ever final at
the All England Club at four
hours and 57 minutes.

He was deprived of de-
fending his title in 2020
when Wimbledon was can-
celled due to the pandemic.

Djokovic has won seven of
the last 11 Slams as he ramps
up his assault on the record
of 20 Majors held jointly by
Federer and Nadal.

Nadal, the Wimbledon

champion in 2008 and 2010,

has already withdrawn from

this year’s tournament.
Eight-time winner Feder-

History beckons: Djokovic will target his 20th Major when Wim

er, meanwhile, will be 40 in
August and won just one
match on grass at Halle in the
build-up to Wimbledon.

2o F B =~

bledon begins next week. =ap
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The Swiss star has lost
three finals to Djokovic at the
All England Club in 2014,
2015 and the epic 2019 clash.

»

Srihari and Maana have
the highest FINA points
among Indians, in the men’s
and women’s sections,
based on their performanc-
es in Belgrade (June 19-20).

Ramkumar
advances

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LONDON
Ramkumar Ramanathan
advanced to the second
round of the Wimbledon
Qualifiers but Prajnesh
Gunneswaran bowed out
here on Tuesday.
Ramkumar beat Slova-
kia's 13th seed Jozef Kovalik
6-3, 6-0 in exactly an hour
in his first round.
Prajnesh, ranked 148,
lost 6-1, 7-6(5) to Britain’s
Arthur Fery, ranked 1038.
"I had tendinitis (left-
wrist) which started three
weeks ago. It's fine now.
But I just started playing. I
only hit for two days and
for less than an hour each.
So just not in the best
shape," Prajnesh told PTI.
"If it wasn't Wimbledon.
I'wouldn't have played. Just
didn't have enough time to
get ready," he added.

A ND-NDE
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TV PICKS

NBA: Star Sports 1 & SS Se-
lect 1(SD & HD), 6 a.m.

WTC final 2021: India vs
New Zealand: Star Sports 1
(SD & HD), 3 p.m.

Euro 2020: Sony Ten 2, 3 &
Sony Six (SD & HD), 9.30
p.m. &12.30 a.m. (Thursday)
Copa America 2021: Sony
Ten 1 & 2 (SD & HD), 2.30
a.m. (Thursday); Sony Ten 2 &
Sony Six (SD & HD), 5.30 a.m.
(Thursday)

NBA: Star Sports 1 & SS Se-
lect 1, 6 a.m. (Thursday)

IN BRIEF

Shapovalov pulls out

of Tokyo Olympics
TORONTO

Canada's Denis Shapovalov
has decided not to compete
at the Tokyo Olympics due to
the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic. The World No. 12
wrote on Twitter on Monday:
"Representing Canada means
the world to me, but due to
the current situation my team
and | have decided this is the
best decision for everyone's
safety.” ReuTers

Medvedev looking for
confidence on grass
MADRID

World No. 2 Daniil Medvedev
said on Monday he can play
his best tennis on grass as the
Russian warms up for
Wimbledon in Mallorca this
week. Medvedev has gone to
at least the quarterfinals of
every Grand Slam except
Wimbledon.

"I like to play on grass, | just
need to get some confidence
in my game on the surface,
because we didn't play on it
for two years," Medvedev
told journalists in a press
conference. arp

‘Argentina saunters into quarterfinals

Messi’s record 147th appearance for country; Uruguay’s goal drought ends in stalemate with Chile

COPA AMERICA

REUTERS
BRASILIA

Argentina ensured its place
in the Copa America quarter-
finals on Monday beating Pa-
raguay 1-0 in a game notable
for Lionel Messi’s record-
equalling 147th appearance
for the national side.

The victory in Brasilia was
Argentina’s second 1-O win in
arow in this tournament and
its 16th match without defeat
since losing in the Copa
America semifinal in 2019.

Argentina  has  seven
points from three games and
is top of Group A, two points
ahead of Chile, four ahead of
Paraguay and six ahead of
Uruguay.

Bolivia is bottom with no
points from two matches so
with four of the five teams
qualifying for the last eight,
Argentina is sure of
progressing.

Up against it

Paraguay has never beaten
Argentina over 90 minutes in
the Copa America, a run that

Argentina ahead. =GETTY IMAGES

covers 25 matches, and it
was up against it as early as
the 10th minute when Argen-
tina went ahead.

Alejandro Gomez took a
delightful pass from Angel Di
Maria and dinked the ball ov-

Deft finish: Alejandro Gomez makes the most of

= al

er the diving keeper.

For Argentina, Sergio
Aguero made his first inter-
national start since Novem-
ber 2019 but was anonymous
up front and it was Di Maria
and Lionel Messi who stood

»

AR e A
a handy pass from Angel di Maria to put

out. On the night he equalled
Javier Mascherano’s record
of 147 games in the blue and
white shirt, Messi was a busy
presence in the Paraguayan
half.

Both he and Di Maria

Prime Volleyball League to come into being

We are confident of producing a good quality product, says CEO Joy

K. KEERTHIVASAN
CHENNAI

After a two-year gap, Base-
line Ventures is putting
things in place to organise
the Prime Volleyball League
(PVL) in the last quarter of
the year.

The League was last or-
ganised (it was then called
the Pro Volleyball League) in
2019 successfully.

Joy Bhattacharjya, CEO of
Prime Volleyball League,
said he is in talks with Sony
TV to slot the dates. “We are
getting the dates together. It
is likely to be in one of the
last three months of the
year,” he said to The Hindu

Itis likely to be in
one of the last three
months of the year

©

on Tuesday.

Baseline has already
roped in three franchise
owners and is in advanced
talks with others. Thomas
Muthoot of Kochi Blue Spik-
ers, Pravin Chaudhuri of the
Ahmedabad Defenders and
P.T. Safeer of the Calicut He-
roes, return as founder-fran-
chises of the new League.

Modelled on NBA

Joy said PVL is modelled on
National Basketball Associa-
tion (NBA). “Team owners al-

so own a stake in the League.
This means they have also in-
vested in the operations and
are long-term partners. Itis a
stable platform. This is how
Major League Baseball,
American Football is run,”
said Joy.

The VFI angle

When queried whether the
League requires the support
of Volleyball Federation of
India (there are two factions
in VFI and the case is pend-
ing in Madras High Court),
Joy said the PVL is struc-
tured in such a way that it
will run irrespective of who
comes to power. “Half of the

tournaments [In India] are
private leagues. As of now,
Court hasn’t declared which
is the elected National Feder-
ation.

“Moreover, the Competi-
tion of Commission of India
rules state that tournaments
cannot be stopped where
players are earning their li-
velihood,” he said.

Joy expressed confidence
that the League will have the
best of players from India
and abroad.

“Don’t worry about it. We
have already thought about
it. We are confident of pro-
ducing a good quality pro-
duct,” he signed off.

TODAY'S SCHEDULE

Ecuador vs Peru
2.30 a.m. (Thursday)

" Brazilvs Colombia
5.30 a.m. (Thursday)

Live on Sony Ten 2 and
Sony 6 (SD & HD)

drew fouls from their oppo-
nents who ended up com-
mitting 23 fouls to Argenti-
na’s 11.

Vidal own goal

In Cuiaba, Arturo Vidal put
through his own net to give
Uruguay its first goal in five
games and grant it a point in
a gripping 1-1 encounter with
Chile.

Eduardo Vargas put Chile

ahead in the 26th minute
with a fierce angled drive but
Luis Suarez pounced on a
knock  down = midway
through the second half to
pressure Vidal into scoring
an own goal.
The results: Group A: Uruguay 1
(Vidal 66-0g) drew with Chile 1
(Vargas 26); Argentina 1 (Go-
mez 10) bt Paraguay O.

Paras, Utkrisht
cause upsets

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Little-known Maharashtra-
lad Paras Bhoire stunned
second seed A. R. Ilampar-
thi (Tamil Nadu) in Tues-
day's third and final round

Manpreet to lead
mens team

HOCKEY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

India on Tuesday named in-
cumbent Manpreet Singh as
the skipper of the men’s
hockey team for the upcom-
ing Tokyo Olympics where
he will have two deputies in
defenders Birendra Lakra
and Harmanpreet Singh.

India had announced a
16-member team for the
showpiece event last week
but refrained from naming
the team’s leadership group.

“...I am humbled to have
this opportunity of repre-
senting India at the Olym-
pics for the third time, this
time as team Captain. It is a
very proud moment for me
to be given this charge,”
Manpreet said in a state-
ment issued by Hockey
India.

“Over these past few
years, we have developed a
strong leadership group and
have successfully overcome
the challenges posed by the
pandemic to not drop our
form and keep our minds
and fitness focused towards
doing well at the Olympics.”

Under the mid-fielder’s
captaincy, the Indian team
has achieved important mil-
estones, including winning
the Asia Cup in 2017, claim-
ing the Asian Champions
Trophy in 2018 as well as
winning the FIH Series Final
in 2019 over the past four
years.

India also reached the
quarterfinals of the 2018

Manpreet. =FiLE PHOTO

World Cup in Bhubaneswar
and performed exceedingly
well in the FIH Hockey Pro
League under Manpreet be-
fore the COVID-19 pandemic
disrupted the schedule.

Third Olympic Games

This will be Manpreet’s third
Olympic Games and under
his leadership, the team has
also improved its world
ranking to No. 4.

Chief Coach Graham Reid
said, “All three players have
been an integral part of the
team’s leadership over these
past couple of years and
have shown a lot of maturity
in guiding the youngsters
during these challenging
times.

“Naming two vice-cap-
tains we believe will also
strengthen our leadership
in what is going to be a de-
manding tournament. We
are confident that together
they will guide the team to
success.”

to be among 76 leaders
with three points in the Na-
tional (under-12) open on-
line rapid chess
tournament.

Fourth seed K. S. Heam-
ish, also from Tamil Nadu,
was the other major ca-
sualty of the third round.
Punjab’s Utkrisht Tuli de-
feated Heamish to main-
tain his winning sequence.
A record number of 774
players are in the fray.

International Institute of Information Technology, Naya Raipur

Plot No.7, Sector 24, Atal Nagar, Nava Raipur - 493661, (C.G.), India
M.Tech. Admission 2021

IIT Naya Raipur invites applications for admission to its following post

graduate programs:

e M. Tech. (Computer Science &Engineering)
Specialization: Data Science & Artificial Intelligence, Information Security
e M. Tech. (Electronics & Communication Engineering)

Specialization: Communication &
Systems

Seats of All India quota will be filled through CCMT 2021 counselling process.
For further details, kindly visit CCMT 2021 website. Other seats will be filled
through the institute's own online counselling process that has started from

28" May, 2021. Please visit https://www.iiitnr.ac.in/content/mtech-admission-2021
or contact 0771-2474040 for more details.

Signal Processing, VLS| & Embedded
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£ 9582797879 8929400501 9582797748  011-47911111 9999003888 8929268146 9873781333 9582797763 8929268144 9650445555 £ 8929400502 7290009372 8448296614 8377007977 9818199370 9999399150 = 9999700944 9873501288 8800091555 0120-4824000
E< Rohan § Pasco Competent Rana Motors Pasco Competent Prem Motors Rohan Prem Motors Vipul E Fairdeal Cars Vipul TCS Autoworld Auto Nation Vipul Rohan g Platinum Motocorp  Platinum Motocorp  Platinum Motocorp
5% (Udyog Vihar) & (Sec-18) (Subhash Chowk) (SCO Plot No-322 Sec-29) (Silverton Sec-50)  (Sec-12)  (32nd Milestone) (Sec-54) (JMD Sikanderpur) (Udyog Vihar) S (Piyali Chowk) (Mathura Road) (Neelam Chowk) (Mathura Road) (Ballabgarh) (Palwal) & (Mahindergarh) (IMT Chowk) (Farrukhnagar)
5= 9811800980 3 4012000 9582797739 4260000 7835003300 9582797711 8750487504 4845400 8750987509 4395700 E 9582139824 9999994707 0129-4252525 9899596002  0129-4208400 8930202062 = 9053088402 9953345312 9205192634
Platinum Motocorp  Platinum Motocorp  Platinum Motocorp E Motorcraft Rohan Motorcraft T.R. Sawhney Regent Auto Rohan = Pasco Pasco Pasco = Auto Vibes Auto Vibes Auto Vibes Auto Vibes Auto Vibes Auto Vibes § Rohan
(Pataudi) (Narnaul) (Bilaspur) ‘5‘ (Modi Nagar) (Mukund Nagar) (Sahibabad) (Mohan Nagar) (Meerut Road) (Hapur) Z (Punhana) (Alipur) (Tauru) % (Dahina) (Kosli) (Bawal) 7082010000 (Dharuhera) (Kund) 2 (Delhi Road)
9953345311 9053088437 9953345313 L 8057692222 9650100045 9650972222 9582263544 7065191234  0122-2313204 <> 8683000929 8683000956 8683000929 == 7082100107 01259-275300 7082100280 7082100481 7082100244 =  05732-281900
*Terms & conditions apply. Terms & conditions are subject to change without any prior notice. All offers are brought to you by Maruti Suzuki dealers only. *Total Savings include Cash discount (on select models and variants), exchange bonus (on select models and variants), ISL Offer (for select Govt. and Corporate employees on select models and variants). Offers may
vary across variants. Savings shown above are applicable on Swift Petrol (Lxi & Vxi). For more details contact your nearest ARENA dealership. *Smart Finance is available in select cities only. *Financing is at the sole discretion of the participating financier. Offers/Savings shown above may change without prior notice. Features and accessories shown may not be part
of standard fitment. Black Glass Shade on the car is due to the lighting effect. Images used are for illustration purposes only. Offers can discontinue without notice. All offers are for limited time and valid till stock lasts. All offers are valid till 30 June 2021.

ART FINANCE

CAR FINANCE SOLUTION

END-TO-END

» Multiple financiers

CcM
K

»

»

A ND-NDE



Hello Readers,

Join our telegram channel
TheHindu000

for UPSC based daily
newspapers before anyone
else on telegram @4 AM

Link-
https://t.me/TheHindu000

or search for
@TheHindu000


mailto:@thehindudailyCA

	TH-2021-06-23-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_01-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-06-23-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_02-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-06-23-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_03-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-06-23-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_04-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-06-23-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_05-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-06-23-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_06-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-06-23-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_07-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-06-23-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_08-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-06-23-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_09-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-06-23-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_10-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-06-23-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_11-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-06-23-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_12-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-06-23-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_13-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-06-23-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_14-uxz.pdf

