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Flouting COVID-19 rules
will hasten 3rd wave: HC
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Friday took suo motu
cognisance of violations of
COVID-19 protocols at various
markets across the Capital
where people are seen not
wearing masks and flouting
social distancing norms.

CITY » PAGE 2

NGOs slam jab clause in
market reopening order
GUWAHATI

lewduh, Meghalaya's largest
traditional market in
Shillong, reopened partially
on Friday after a long
lockdown. But the condition
that business would be
allowed only if the traders
are vaccinated drew flak from
various quarters.
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‘SC refuses to intervene in HC
‘ruling on student activists' bail

But says the June 15 order will not be treated as a precedent in any proceedings

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day did not intervene in the
Delhi High Court decision
granting bail to student acti-
vists Devangana Kalita, Na-
tasha Narwal and Asif Igbal
Tanha, but said the High
Court’s order of June 15
would neither be treated as a
precedent in any proceed-
ings nor be relied on by the
parties.

“It is clarified that the re-
lease of the respondents
[student activists] on bail is
not being interfered at this
stage... The impugned judg-
ment shall not be treated as a
precedent and may not be
relied upon by any of the
parties in any of the pro-
ceedings,” a Bench of Justic-
es Hemant Gupta and V. Ra-
masubramanian recorded.

The three students were
granted bail by the High
Court after a year’s incarcer-
ation in Tihar Jail. They were
accused of offences under
the draconian Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act (UA-

The issue is
important. It has
pan-India ramifica-
tions. There are many
questions involved
here... We want
to decide it
for the good
of the entire

country

JUSTICE HEMANT
GUPTA,

SUPREME

COURT

PA) in connection with the
northeast Delhi riots, which
broke out after the protests
against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act (CAA)
turned violent last year. The
High Court accused the pol-
ice of blurring the line bet-
ween “terrorist act” under
the UAPA and the students’
right to protest against a law.

“The entire UAPA was
turned on its head along
with the Constitution...,” Sol-
icitor General Tushar Mehta
objected in the Supreme
Court on Friday during the
appeal hearing.

The entire UAPA
was turned on
its head along with
the Constitution. The
High Court judgment
m'{V be used by others
booked
* under the
UAPA to
get bail

Y TUSHAR MEHTA,
SOLICITOR GENERAL

“The issue is important. It
has pan-India ramifications.
There are many questions in-
volved here... We want to de-
cide it for the good of the en-
tire country,” Justice Gupta
observed orally, issuing for-
mal notice to the three stu-
dents on the appeal.

Mr. Mehta argued that 53
people died and 700 were in-
jured in the riots. “The right
to protest does not mean the
right to kill and hurl bombs,”
he submitted. If the protests
were held on the “perceived
belief” that the CAA was
against a particular com-

Tigress rescued from defunct UP. factory

Though it was first spotted in March 2020, pandemic stalled the tracking efforts

OMAR RASHID

LUCKNOW

A tigress living in an aban-
doned rubber factory in Ut-
tar Pradesh’s Bareilly dis-
trict at least since
December 2019 was res-
cued after an 18-day track-
ing operation, officials said
on Friday. She was released
in the Dudhwa Tiger Re-
serve at night.

The tigress was first
found in the dilapidated
factory, around 6 km from
Bareilly, in November-De-
cember 2019, Mayukh Chat-
terjee, head of Human-Wil-
dlife Conflict Mitigation,
Wildlife Trust of India
(WTI), told The Hindu.

The operation was car-
ried out by a team of the Ut-
tar Pradesh Forest Depart-
ment, along with the
Pilibhit Tiger Reserve and
the WTIL.

Sushant Soma, wildlife
biologist, WTI, said, “The
tigress is a fully mature
adult, roughly aged around
five-seven years. For her
age, she seems a little less
developed at just 115 kg

CcM
K

Free at last: The tigress was released in the Dudhwa reserve. At rlght is the tank where

she was found.

with a relatively small sta-
ture (body length is 140 cm)
and pug size.”

Dense vegetation

Spread over 1,200 hectares,
the synthetic rubber chemi-
cal factory shut down three
decades ago, leading to
dense growth of vegetation
on the compound.

As aresult, there was am-
ple prey available, includ-
ing black buck, wild pigs
and rhesus macaques, said
Mr. Chatterjee.

»
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The tigress was tranquil-
lised after it was spotted in
an old oil tank and an earth-
mover was used to tear the
tank open, he said.

Chief Conservator of For-
ests, Bareilly zone, Lalit
Verma said it was a tricky
operation because the ti-
gress was confined in the
oil tank. “We were hoping it
would come out due to
hunger, but it did not,” he
said.

Mr. Verma said the ani-
mal was first spotted in

March 2020, and stayed on
the premises for 15 months.

Second tiger
“Normally, in such time the
animal moves elsewhere
but it was continuously be-
ing spotted that too late
night or in early hours,” he
said. A tracking operation
was started then but due to
the pandemic, the officials
had to stop their efforts.
This is the second tiger to
be rescued from the factory
in the last three years.

Will continue
fight: Narwal

Freed student activist
Natasha Narwal says the
struggle of other jail
inmates without support
systems has humbled her
and strengthened the
commitment to ensure that
such injustice does not go
unchallenged. » PAGE 8

munity, then “the lady who
assassinated a former Prime
Minister” also did it on the
belief that injustice was done
to a particular community,
he stated.

Pushing for a stay of the
judgment, he said the three
students “may remain out”
but the judgment may be
used by others booked un-
der the UAPA to get bail. A
hearing on the limited ques-
tion of bail for the students
was used by the High Court
to discuss an entire law.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

No demand
for virtual
session, says
LS Speaker

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Opposition parties may
have written letters about
holding a virtual session
of Parliament during the
COVID-19 period but none
raised the issue on the
floor of the House, Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla
said on Friday in an inter-
view to The Hindu.

Mr. Birla, who complet-
ed two years in office, not
only defended the con-
struction of a new Parlia-
ment in the midst of the
COVID-19 pandemic but
also argued in favour of in-
creasing the number of
members in the Lok Sab-
ha to ensure that one
member doesn’t have to
represent an electorate
size of 15-16 lakh people.

Asked about the pend-
ing disqualification re-
quest by Trinamool Con-
gress against two of its
members — Sisir Adhikari
and Sunil Mondal — for al-
leged anti-party activities,
Mr. Birla said he would ref-
er the matter to the Privi-
leges Committee once he
has heard the views of the
two rebel Trinamool MPs.

Talking about demands
for a virtual session of Par-
liament by Opposition
leaders, Mr. Birla said,
“They may have written
but when Lok Sabha pro-
ceedings were going on
during COVID period,
none said on the floor of
the House that Parliament
should function virtually
or that Rule 266 needs to
change. To change the
rules, we need the appro-
val of the House.”

“As far as parliamen-
tary meetings are con-
cerned, while framing the
rules, it was decided to
keep the proceedings se-
cret as members rise
above party lines while
debating is-
sues,” the
Speaker
added.

INTERVIEW
» PAGE9

Twitter grilled by MPs over
‘violation of new IT rules

Law of land is supreme, officials told at House panel meet

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Social media giant Twitter
was at the receiving end of
prolonged questioning by
members of the Standing
Committee on Information
and Technology, headed by
Congress leader Shashi Tha-
roor, on non-compliance
with the new IT rules, usage
of the ‘manipulated media’
tag and fact-checking.

According to sources, se-
nior manager of public poli-
cy Shagufta Kamran and
Twitter India legal counsel
Ayushi Kapoor were present
at the meeting.

The committee members
unanimously were critical
about Twitter dragging its
feet on complying with the
new IT rules. The Twitter of-
ficials claimed that they
abided by their policy. The
members, sources said, told
Twitter that the law of the
land is supreme. According
to sources, members of the
panel also asked Twitter
why it should not be fined as
it has been found “violating”
the rules of the country.

We appreciate the opportunity to share our

views before the Standing Committee on
Information Technology. Twitter stands prepared
to work with the committee on the important

work of safeguarding citizens’ rights online in line
with our principles of transparency, freedom of
expression, and pPrivacy spokesperson, rwirrer

Twitter representatives remained non-committal
about the timeline by when they will be able to
comply fully with the rules. We have also asked
for a written reply to a set of questions

MEMBER, STANDING COMMITTEE ON INFORMATION AND TECHNOLOGY

Recently, the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) had
served one last notice to
Twitter, asking it to imme-
diately comply with the new
IT rules and warned that fai-
lure to adhere to the norms
would lead to the platform
losing exemption from liabil-
ity under the IT Act.

Query on fact-checking

“Twitter representatives re-
mained non-committal
about the timeline by when
they will be able to comply
fully with the rules. We have
also asked for a written reply

to a set of questions,” one of
the members said.

BJP MPs also questioned
Twitter on its “fact-check-
ing” policy, pointing out that
BJP spokesperson Sambit Pa-
tra was promptly given the
“manipulated media” tag,
while such alacrity was not
shown in the Ghaziabad
case.

An FIR has been filed
against Twitter in Ghaziabad
for provoking communal
sentiments after an elderly
Muslim man alleged that he
was assaulted on June 5.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Buzz over Centre’s possible

meeting with J&K par

ies

Speculation as L-G, senior police officials meet Amit Shah

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

Jammu and Kashmir is wit-
nessing heightened political
activity as the Centre mulls
inviting all political parties
from the Union Territory to
New Delhi in the last week of
June to start a political en-
gagement, which is likely to
pave the way for the restora-
tion of statehood.

Several constituents of
the Gupkar alliance, an
amalgam of five political par-
ties fighting for the pre-Au-
gust 5, 2019, position of J&K,
met in Srinagar on Friday to
“discuss the future course”,
sources said. As J&K Lieute-
nant Governor Manoj Sinha
and top police officials met
Union Home Minister Amit

Shah in New Delhi on Friday,
sources said the Centre is
likely to invite the parties on
June 24 or after that.

J&K was split into two Un-
ion Territories of J&K and
Ladakh 22 months ago.

‘No invitation yet’

“We have no information
about any initiative. We have
not got any formal invitation
yet. Let them make it public.
We have never blocked the
way forward,” Gupkar al-
liance spokesman M.Y. Tari-
gami told The Hindu.

Mr. Tarigami said J&K
needed initiatives because
the confidence was “com-
pletely shattered here”.

“I urge the democratic
Government of India that

enough is enough. Let there TL

be initiatives to restore confi-
dence in Jammu, Kashmir
and Ladakh,” he said.

The Gupkar alliance spo-
kesman said the onus of
proving sincerity lay with
those who “hampered the
normalisation” and with the
leadership of the country.

“We have a set agenda that
we agreed upon on August 4,
2019. We are for special con-
stitutional position of J&K and
against bifurcation of J&K. We
are committed to it. However,
this does not mean we will
not talk. We will see that legi-
timate rights of people of J&K
are restored,” he added.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8
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“Breach of COVID-19 norms in
‘markets will hasten third wave’

High Court takes note of photographs showing mass of people not wearing masks

Major fire at Noida Metro
office, none injured

NOIDA

A major fire broke out at the
corporate office of the Noida
Metro Rail Corporation
(NMRC) located in Sector 29
here on Friday afternoon,
prompting evacuation of
scores of people from the
building, officials said.
Nobody was hurt in the blaze
that was reported from the
NMRC office located on the
third floor of the complex
around 1.30 p.m., Chief Fire
Officer Arun Kumar Singh
said.

‘Baba ka
Dhaba’ owner

attempts to
kill himself

SAURABH TRIVEDI
NEW DELHI

The owner of a food stall al-
legedly attempted to kill
himself by overdosing on
sleeping pills and alcohol,
said an officer on Friday.

Kanta Prasad (81), owner
of a food stall known as Ba-
ba ka Dhaba in Malviya Na-
gar — is now undergoing
treatment at Safdurjung
Hospital. He is said to be
stable.

“We have received a call
from Safdarjung Hospital
at 11.15 p.m. on June 17 in-
forming that one Kanta
Prasad was admitted in
hospital,” said the officer.
The Investigation Officer
went to the hospital and
collected the MLC wherein
intake of alcohol and sleep-
ing pills have been men-
tioned as cause of
unconsciousness.

“His son Karan con-
firmed the same. Further
enquiry is under way,” ad-
ded the officer. Mr. Prasad
grabbed attention on social
media in October 2020 af-
ter a blogger posted a vi-
deo of him crying about
the lack of business be-
cause of the pandemic.
Help had poured for him
from across the world.

Sanjivini, Society for
Mental Health, 011-4076
9002, Monday-Saturday
(10 a.m.-7.30 p.m.)

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on Fri-
day took suo motu cogni-
sance of violations of CO-
VID-19 protocols at various
markets across the Capital
where people are seen not
wearing masks and flouting
social distancing norms.

A Bench of Justices Navin
Chawla and Asha Menon
said, “We have paid a huge
price in the second wave. We
do not know if there is any
household that has not suf-
fered in the second wave,
closely or remotely.”

“Such breaches will only
hasten the third wave, which
is likely to come, and this
cannot be permitted,” the HC
said. The Bench issued notic-
es to the Centre and the Delhi
government noting that strict
measures were required to be

People throng Sadar Bazar market after several lockdown
measures were eased recently in Delhi. sriLe pHOTO

implemented across the city
to prevent further spread of
COVID-19.

If COVID-19 norms conti-
nue to be flouted “we will be
in a great trouble... God help
us if all that happens”, said
the Bench.

The High Court directed

authorities to take strict mea-
sures to sensitise the public,
shopkeepers and market as-
sociations.

The direction came after
the HC took note of several
photographs sent to its judg-
es by AIIMS doctors showing
people crowding marketplac-

es without following CO-
VID-19 protocols.

‘Deploy personnel’
The High Court suggested de-
ploying civil defence volun-
teers and police personnel at
marketplaces.

It has posted the case for
further hearing on July 9.

During the hearing, the
counsels for the Centre and
Delhi government assured
the court that strict measures
are already being taken to en-
sure protocol is maintained
at markets and also followed
by the street vendors.

Additional Solicitor Gener-
al Chetan Sharma, represent-
ing the Centre, said he will
take up the concerns raised
by the court to the authorities
concerned.

“We cannot afford a third
wave,” Mr. Sharma added.

Pandemics part of draft Master Plan 2041

MPD also to focus on forming co-working spaces, support home-based work

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

Apart from developing sys-
tems and infrastructure that
can withstand or respond to
earthquakes, fires, floods
and other disasters, the draft
Master Plan for Delhi
(MPD)-2041 also lays out a
plan for disease outbreaks
and pandemics.

Mixed-use development
with work centres, homes
and other facilities in close
proximity of each other and
decentralised workspaces in
the form of co-working spac-
es are some of the aspects
underscored in the draft
MPD 2041, as a part of its
plan to reduce vulnerability
to pandemics.

“Decentralised workspac-
es shall be promoted in the
form of co-working spaces,
shared workspaces within
slum rehabilitation projects,
support for home-based
work and so on. Additional-

The draft facnlltates creation of multl facmty plots which can
be temporarily repurposed during any disaster. =riLe pHoTO

ly, common community
spaces shall be promoted to
be utilised for providing re-
fuge spots, common kitch-
ens and quarantine spaces at
the time of emergency,” the
draft MPD-2041 reads.

The plan also facilitates
the creation of multi-facility
plots, which can be tempora-
rily repurposed along with
other government facilities
during times of disaster.

Further, the draft master

authority in HPPWD.
1.

s

Standard Bid Document for NABARD

SECTION-1

Superintending Engineer, 3" Circle, HPPWD, Solan.

(Name of Authority Inviting Bids)

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)

The Superintending Engineer, 3 Circle, HPPWD Solan on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh invites the percentage rate/item
bids, in electronic tendering system, for construction of roads under National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development for each of the
following works including their maintenance for five years from the eligible and approved contractors registered with HPPWD and HP Jal
Shakti Vibhag (Contractors of HP Jal Shakti Vibhag are eligible to participate for the works having amount put to tender above Rs. 100
lacs). Non registered contractors may submit the bids; however successful bidder has to register in appropriate class with appropriate

Sr.| Division | RIDF | Name of work Estimated cost Total cost | Period of | Bid Security
No (Rs. Lakh) (Rs lakh) |completion| (Rs. Lakh).
Construction |Maintenance (Months) | The bid securtty is
two percent of the
cost cost

total cost, rounded
to the nearest
thousand

M @ ) @) Q) Ul ®8) O

1.| Kasauli | XXVI | M/T on Mataghat to Gaighat road km. |  252.82 24.87 277.69 12 5.55

0/0 to 4/720

Engineers.

mentioned works are as follows:-

2. Date of release of Invitation for Bids through e-procurement:-21.06.2021
3. Cost of Bids Form :-Rs. 5000 per package/job(non-refundable) only in form of Demand Draft in favour of respective Executive

4. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission: The bid documentis available online and bid should be submitted online
on website wwwhpenders.gov.in. The bidder would be required to register in the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of
bids, the bidder is required to have valid Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities (CA).
“Aspiring bidders who have not obtained the user ID and password for participating in e-tendering in NABARD may obtain the same
from the website: www. hptenders.gov.in

Digital signature is mandatory to participate in the e-tendering. Bidders already possessing the valid digital signature issued from
authorized CAs can use the same in this tender.

* Non-registered bidders may submit bids; however, the successful bidders must get registered in appropriate class with
appropriate authorities before signing the contract.

5. Submission of Original Documents: The bidders are required to submit (a) original Demand Draft towards the cost of bid
documentand (b) original bid security in approved form and (c) original affidavit regarding correctness of information furnished with
bid document as per provisions of Clause 4.4B(a) (i) of ITB with Superintending Engineer ,3“ Circle HPPWD, Solan , on a date not
later than three working days after the opening of technical qualification part of the Bid, either by registered post or by hand.

6. Last Date/ Time for receipt of bids through e-tendering:-Last date /time for receipt of bids through e-tendering of above

Sr.No.| Name of work

Last date /time for receipt of bids through e-tendering.

1 | MIT on Mataghat to Gaighat road km. 0/0 to 4/720

29.06.2021 at 10:30 AM

—

. Thesite forthe workis available.

maintenance activities.

submission.

information related to the tender.

HP /1644/21-22

8. Only online submission of bids is permitted, therefore; bids must be submitted online on website www.hptenders.gov.in. The
technical qualification part of the bids will be opened online at 11:00 A.M Hours on above mentioned date in the office of
Superintending Engineer, 3rd Circle HPPWD Solan by the authorized officers. If the office happens to be closed on the date of
opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened online on the next working day at the same time.

9. The bidder is not required to quote his rate for routine maintenance. The rates to be paid for routine maintenance are indicated in
the Bill of Quantities. Further, the payment for routine maintenance to the contractor shall be regulated based on his performance of

All the required materials like Cement/Steel/Bitumen/Explosive etc shall be arranged by Contractor at his own level.
10. The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than seventy five(75) days after the deadline date for bid

11. To qualify for a package of contract made up of this for which bids are invited in the same NIT, the bidder must demonstrate having
experience and resources sufficient to meet the aggregate of the qualifying criteria for the individual contracts.

12.The scanned copies of all documents as per S.B.D must be uploaded on the website.

13. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The Employer shall not be held liable for any delays due to system failure
beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bidders of any bid updates, the Employer shall not be
liable for any information not received by the bidder. It is the bidders' responsibility to verify the website for the latest

Tel 01792-220675, Fax 01792-223802
HIM SUCHANA AVAM JAN SAMPARK

(Er. Surinder Pal Jagota)
Superintending Engineer,
HPPWD,3rd Circle Solan

E-mail hp-sol@nic.in

»

plan stated: “Development
of adequate affordable rental
or ownership housing op-
tions for the poor, worker
housing, hostels for women
and men shall be prmoted to
reduce crowding within
dwelling units and support
migrant housing in the city.”

“Development of large
green areas, mandatory
creation of open areas, pu-
blic spaces and plazas in new
developments and reducing

built densities through
planned regeneration will
support requirements of so-
cial distancing during pan-
demics while providing an
active public realm during
normal times,” the plan
proposed.

The draft MPD-2041 also
said better habitat design
and green-rated develop-
ments will be promoted to
reduce the dependence on
mechanical ventilation sys-
tems.

The documents also pro-
posed the development of a
disaster response protocol
for the national capital, out-
lining the procedure to be
followed for different types
of disasters. “All service pro-
viding agencies shall develop
emergency response plans
and guidelines to ensure that
there is minimal impact on
delivery of these essential
services during times of dis-
aster,” the draft plan read.

Seven people nabbed for
running fake call centres

Accused used to dupe US. residents

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Seven people have been ar-
rested for running a fake
call centre that allegedly
duped foreigners of several
crores, the police said on
Friday.

DCP (West) Urvija Goel
said the accused have been
identified as Gaurav (24),
Amit Anand (46), Ajneesh
Rana (37), Aryan Saxena
(21), Yogesh Prasad (28), Na-
veen Kumar (22), and Aman
Preet Kaur (24).

The police said they got
information that some per-
sons were running an inter-
national online cheating
racket in Tilak Nagar’s Ga-
nesh Nagar. The accused
were engaged in using ille-
gal techniques.

‘Call from Amazon’

During probe, it was found
that they were cheating pe-
ople based in the USA on
the pretext of providing
them technical support by
posing as tech supporters of
Amazon. “On Thursday, the

police reached Ganesh Na-
gar where seven people
were found engaged in
calls,” Ms. Goel said.

During interrogation, it
was revealed that the tech
support scam begins with a
pre-recorded call, claiming
to be from Amazon and tell-
ing the victim that suspi-
cious transactions have ta-
ken place in their Amazon
account.

Eventually, the accused
would persuade them to
connect for resolving that
issue and get their compu-
ter or mobile remote
access.

The police said the ac-
cused would then exploit
the victim following which
they would block the call,
As the numbers used by the
alleged were spoofed VOIP
numbers, the complainant
can neither call back nor
trace those numbers, Ms.
Goel said.

The accused got details of
the U.S. residents using ille-
gal techniques, the officer
added.

SEARCH FOR MISSING

Age:

Website : http://cbi.nic.in

E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in

Fax: 011-24368639

Ph. No. : 011-24368638, 24368641

DP/837/CD/2021

General public is hereby informed
that one girl namely Priyanka, D/o
Kali Charan, R/o H.No. T-235/1A3,
Hill Marg, Baljeet Nagar, New Delhi,
20 years,
Complexion: Wheatish, Face: Long,
Built: Medium,
flexibility in leg while walking, wearing
Black colour Suit Salwar and Slipper
in feet, has been missing from her house since 08.06.2021.
In this regard a DD No. 107A, dated 09.06.2021 has been
registered at P.S. Patel Nagar, Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by the local police to trace out
the girl but no clue has come to light so far. If any one having
any information about her please inform undersigned.

Ph. No.: 011-25872637, 8750870434

Height: 5',

ID Mark: She has

SHO
P.S. Patel Nagar, Delhi

127 people fined per
‘not adhering to COV

hour for

NOITS

Govt. records highest daily violations on Thursday — 5,301

JATIN ANAND
NEW DELHI

More than 3,000 people were
issued fines every day over
the last two months for not
adhering to COVID-appro-
priate behaviour with Delhi
government teams finding
and prosecuting as many as
127 offenders per hour.

Delhi government record-
ed highest daily violations on
Thursday - 5,301.

As many as 1,89,307 peo-
ple were fined for offences
ranging from not wearing
face masks — or wearing them
improperly — non-adherence
to social distancing norms
and spitting in public places
between April 17 and June 17,
according to government
records.

The Capital went through a
series of six-week-long lock-
downs between mid-April
and May during which prose-
cution figures remained rela-
tively low compared to three
recent weeks during which
the city has been “unlocking”
in phases.

With more people step-
ping out, more prosecutions
are being made, said govern-
ment sources. However, the
same sources also concede
the other side of the argu-
ment: higher prosecution is
taking place because more
and more people are being
found not adhering to COVID

Delhi Police issuing challans to violators near Ring Road in
the city on Friday. =sHIvV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

norms.

During the first weeklong
lockdown, which was in ef-
fect from April 19 to April 26,
23,073 people were issued
fines; the number fell to
16,965 between the second
lockdown from April 27 to
May 3 during the second
week-long lockdown.

The third installment of
the lockdown saw 17,052 pro-
secutions from May 4 to May
10, the fourth, from May 11 to
May 17, saw 17,798, the fifth
lockdown recorded 17,728
fines between May 18 and
May 24 and the sixth and final
installment, till May 31, saw
21,164 challans.

As the unlock process be-
gan from early June, the num-
ber of fines has increased ev-
ery week; the first weeklong
unlock phase — during which
mainly construction and in-
dustrial activity was allowed
by the Delhi Disaster Manage-

Delhi gets time till June
30 to operationalise
ePoS in ration shops

Govt. violating NFSA, claims Centre

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Centre has accused the
Delhi government of violat-
ing the National Food Securi-
ty Act (NFSA) by failing to op-
erationalise electronic point
of sale (ePoS) devices at its ra-
tion shops and implement
the One Nation One Ration
Card scheme.

In a letter dated Thursday,
the Food Ministry issued an
ultimatum to the State go-
vernment, demanding that
action is taken by the end of
the month.

Section 12 of the NFSA says
that the Centre and States
shall endeavour to undertake
reforms in the Targeted Pu-
blic Distribution System
(TPDS), including the “appli-
cation of information and
communication technology
tools including end-to-end
computerization in order to
ensure transparent record-
ing of transactions at all le-
vels, and to prevent diver-
sion”, as well as leveraging
Aadhaar and ensuring full
transparency of records.

“By not operationalising
ePoS devices at the fair price
shops (for transparent distri-
bution of foodgrains),
GNCTD is in violation of Sec-
tion-12 of the Act. Reforms
under TPDS are mandated
under the Act to promote
transparency and rightful
targeting,” said the letter,
noting that the Food Ministry
has written more than 12 let-
ters on the issue over the last
three years. “However, the
distribution of foodgrains in
Delhi is still being done using
old/manual register-based
mechanisms. Further, this
non-compliance is  also
blocking the implementation

of One Nation One Ration
Card (ONORC) for numerous
migrant beneficiaries in the
National Capital,” it added.

The Ministry also empha-
sised the clause calling for
doorstep delivery to TPDS
outlets, distinguishing it
from the Delhi government’s
drive to deliver ration to the
homes of beneficiaries.

The letter added that the
Delhi government failed to
comply with Sections 28 and
29 of the NFSA by not con-
ducting periodic social audits
on the functioning of fair
price shops or setting up vigi-
lance committees at the
grassroots level.

The Ministry also accused
the Delhi government of be-
ing “insensitive to the needs
and rights” of Scheduled
Castes and Tribes by dismis-
sing a directive to maintain
data on beneficiaries from
these communities. “It is ve-
ry unfortunate that while
other State Governments
have assured that they would
do the needful in this regard,
GNCTD merely informed that
the data was not available
with them,” said the letter.

Citing Section 38, which
says that State governments
shall comply with directions
issued by the Centre for ef-
fective implementation of
the NFSA, the Food Ministry
issued directives to the State
to “take steps to fulfil the
pending obligations of Sec-
tion-12 of the Act immediate-
ly to enable the transparent
distribution of foodgrains
[via ePoS devices] under
both NFSA and PM-GKAY to
all NFSA beneficiaries in Del-
hi...A compliance to this ef-
fect may be sent by June 30,
2021

3 held for duping people on
pretext of jobs in airlines

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Three men have been arrest-
ed for allegedly duping peo-
ple on the pretext of getting
them jobs in private airlines
as well as the Airports Auth-
ority of India, the police said
on Friday.

The accused have been
identified as Himanshu Tha-
kur, Subham Tiwari and Ajay
Thakur. The matter came to
notice after a complaint was
filed at the IGI Airport police
station by Surender Singh.

In his complaint, Singh
said in October last, he re-
ceived a call from a man who
offered him a job at a private
airline. The man asked him
to pay registration fee. Singh
deposited the money, but the
caller kept on asking for
more under various pretens-
es. This way, the complai-
nant ended up depositing
31,60,000 in a bank account
held by the accused but nev-
er got the job. Probe began
and the accused were held,
the police added.

»

ment Authority (DDMA) —
saw 20,966 fines till June 6.

The second phase, during
which the Delhi Metro in ad-
dition to neighbourhood and
mall-based shops were al-
lowed to open along with
both private and public offic-
es from June 7 to June 13, saw
29,343 prosecutions. In its
third, ongoing phase of un-
lock, the Capital recorded
20,361 fines between just
June 14 and June 17.

According to government
records, the North district,
with 27,273, saw the highest
number of fines being issued
between April 17 and June 17.

The Shahdara district with
26,483 and the South district
with 21,295 fines was at se-
cond and third place in terms
of the total number of fines is-
sued, respectively. The north-
west district, with 8392, re-
corded the lowest number of
challans.

Man arrested
for chit fund
fraud in city

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A man has been arrested in
a chit fund fraud case, the
police said on Friday.

The accused — Mool
Chand — was arrested by
the Economic Offences
Wing of Delhi Police.
Chand lured people from
his locality for investing in
his chit fund scheme by of-
fering handsome returns
and liquid funds, said an
officer.

The matter came to the
fore when a complaint was
filed by 24 victims alleging
that Chand lured them to
invest as a monthly deposit
in the scheme, which was
floated with 20 shares of
10,000 each for a period
of 20 months.

He had collected around
%50 lakhs from the victims
and also issued cheques to
some of them against their
investment. After collect-
ing money from the vic-
tims, he sold his house and
absconded with his family,
the police added.

After conducting preli-
minary enquiry into the
complaint, a case under
Sections 406 (criminal
breach of trust), 420
(cheating and dishonestly
inducing delivery of pro-
perty), 120 B (Criminal
Conspiracy) and other rele-
vant sections of the IPC
was then registered.

“The Prize Chits & Mo-
ney Circulation Schemes
(Banning) Act was regis-
tered in March and probe
was taken up. During in-
vestgation, it was revealed
that Chand used to run a
small manufacturing unit
of disposable paper plates
at his house. After suffering
losses, he started the
scheme to earn easy mo-
ney,” an officer said.

The investigation re-
vealed that the accused
used to accept the monthly
deposit in cash and main-
tained registers for keeping
records of subscribers and
their respective shares, he
said.

“The cheques, later on,
got dishonoured upon pre-
sentation. In January 2021,
the money was to be paid
back in a lump sum after
maturity. When the victims
started asking Chand to
pay them back, he sold his
house and fled off,” he ad-
ded. He was tracked on the
basis of surveillance and
arrested on Thursday, the
police said, adding further
investigation in the case is
going on.

A ND-NDE



THE HINDU cen
SATURDAY, JUNE 19, 2021

Timings
DELHI
SATURDAY, JUN. 19

RISE 05:24 SET 19:22

RISE 13:30 SET 01:06
SUNDAY, JUN. 20

RISE  05:24 SET 19:22

RISE 14:33 SET 01:41
MONDAY, JUN. 21

RISE 05:25 SET 19:23

RISE 15:40 SET 02:17
Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 37 25
Safdarjang 37 25
Palam 35 25

Delhi Palam Today

36°C A hot day with moderate
winds likely. Thunder clouds
may develop at few areas with
partly cloudy sky.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
37°C Rise in temperature
likely. Light rain and
thunderstorm activity likely at
some areas.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.
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'Revert to 6-8 weeks gap
between 2 jab doses’

NEW DELHI

A forum of scientists and
doctors on Friday demanded
that the government should
revert to the original
COVID-19 vaccination
schedule for administering
Covishield to people by
keeping a gap of six to eight
weeks between its two
doses.

Delhi govt.
hikes DA for
workers

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Deputy Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia on Friday said
that the Delhi government
has increased the dearness
allowance for unskilled, se-
mi-skilled, skilled and oth-
er workers in all scheduled
employments, with effect
from April 1, 2021.

“These steps have been
taken in the interest of the
poor and working class
who have suffered dispro-
portionately due to the cur-
rent pandemic. This order
shall also benefit those in
clerical and supervisory
jobs”, Mr. Sisodia said.

Under the dearness allo-
wance, the monthly wages
for unskilled labourers
have been increased from
315,492 to %15,908. For se-
mi-skilled labourers, their
monthly wages have been
enhanced from 17,069 to
17,537. For skilled labour-
ers, the monthly wages
have been increased from
318,797 to T19,291.

The Delhi government
said that minimum wage
rates for the supervisor and
clerical cadre of employees
have also been increased.
“The monthly wages for
non-matriculate employees
have been increased from
217,069 to 17,537 and for
matriculate ~ employees
from 18,797 to 19,291. For
graduates and those with
higher educational qualifi-
cations, monthly wages
have been increased from
320,430 to 320,976,” the
government said in a state-
ment.

CM, L-G discuss measures
to prepare for third wave

Steps are in place to meet oxygen demand, hospital beds
y

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal and Lieutenant Governor
Anil Baijal on Friday met vir-
tually to discuss preparations
for the plausible third wave
of COVID-19 hitting the Capi-
tal.

According to the govern-
ment, Mr. Kejriwal and Mr.
Baijal and presided over a
presentation inclusive of “ex-
tensive preparedness mea-
sures” highlighting enhanced
healthcare infrastructure
that the government has
been building since the pan-
demic.

“The Chief Minister dis-
cussed in detail about the
State Level Task Force consti-
tuted to increase the number
of health workers, the com-
mittee for the management
of the third wave and the Pe-
diatric Task Force to stream-

woil 1idy
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line effective treatment of
children from COVID-19,” the
government stated.

Oxygen supply
“He also apprised the L-G
about PSA oxygen plants,
cryogenic plants, LMO stor-
age plants, oxygen and bed
management in hospitals, ar-
rangement of medicines and
vaccination,” the govern-
ment also stated.

According to the govern-
ment, preparations are being
based on the possibility of

Archaeology department
seeks demolition of 60
farmhouses in Aravalis

This comes after apex court orders

VIKAS VASUDEVA
CHANDIGARH

Against the backdrop of the
Supreme Court’s order to
remove  encroachments
from forest land in Harya-
na’s Khori in Faridabad, the
State’s Archaeology Depart-
ment has told the govern-
ment to demolish 60 “ille-
gal farmhouses” in the
ecological sensitive Aravali
belt.

The Department of Ar-
chaeology and Museum on
Friday pointed out that that
there are illegal farmhouses
in the forest areas of the
Aravalis located in Farida-
bad and Gurugram districts
and keeping with the spirit
of the apex court’s direc-
tion, all these illegal farm-
houses may also be
demolished.

50 in Faridabad

Forest Minister Kanwal Pal
Gujjar’s reply in the State
Assembly last year revealed
that a total of 60 illegal
farmhouses were con-
structed in the Aravalli
area, including 50 in Fari-
dabad and 10 in Gurugram
between 2000 and 2020.
The area is notified under
Sections 4 and 5 of Punjab
Land Preservation Act. The

farmhouses have been gi-
ven electricity connections
by the Dakshin Haryana Bij-
li Vitran Nigam (DHBVN)
and do not have permission
under Forest Conservation
(FC) Act or the Controlled
Area Act.

“To comply with the di-
rections of the Hon’ble Su-
preme Court, all such ille-
gal farmhouses may also be
demolished,” read a com-
munication from the de-
partment, sent by Ashok
Khemka, Principal Secre-
tary, (Archaeological De-
partment) to the Chief Mi-
nister’s office through the
Ministry.

Petition rejected

Mr. Khemka added that the
Supreme Court has reject-
ed the plea petition of reha-
bilitating illegal encroach-
ments of public land at
public expense. “There-
fore, the rehabilitation of il-
legal encroachers of ASI
protected sites at Ther
Mound Sirsa, Rakhigarhi
and Privthi Raj Fort Hansi
needs a relook, and all such
encroachers may be re-
moved from public land
without rewarding them for
the encroachment,” he
pointed out.

likely 37,000 and maximum
of 45,000 cases per day dur-
ing the possible third wave. If
the third wave comes and ox-
ygen demand increases, the
Delhi government has
worked on a war footing to
maintain a rigorous supply of
oxygen, the government said
quoting the Chief Minister.

“The CM apprised the L-G
that in a worst-case scenario
of a possible third wave and
the general situation, other
preparations including aug-
mentation of beds is being
done,” the government stat-
ed. A committee, the govern-
ment stated, has been consti-
tuted to assess the oxygen
supply infrastructure in Del-
hi government hospitals hav-
ing 100 or more beds and al-
so examine the adequacy of
provisions in the expansion
plan and suggest the way for-
ward.

JNU notice to
Aishe Ghosh
for staging stir

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Jawaharlal Nehru Un-
iversity administration has
issued a show cause notice
to its students’ union presi-
dent Aishe Ghosh for stag-
ing an on-campus demon-
stration in solidarity with
the ongoing farmers’ agita-
tion in December last year
in violation of COVID-19
guidelines.

According to the notice
issued by the JNU proctor’s
office, Ms. Ghosh was
found “violating COVID-19
rules implemented by the
university and the Govern-
ment of India”. Ms. Ghosh
has been asked to reply to
the notice by June 24.

The JNU Students’ Un-
ion president said on Twit-
ter that the notice has been
issued for their protest on
December 5 last year in
support of a call given by
the SKM, which has been
spearheading the agitation
against the farm laws.

With 165 fresh cases, city sees a
downward trend in COVID-19

76,480 tests conducted with positivity rate of 0.22%: bulletin

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Capital recorded 165
new COVID-19 cases on Fri-
day along with 14 deaths and
260 recoveries, according to
a health bulletin released by
the Delhi government.

The bulletin added that
76,480 tests were conducted
with a positivity rate of
0.22%. Out of the total tests
conducted, 53,724 were RT-
PCR tests. The city has 2,445
active cases out of which
698 are under home
isolation.

The total number of cases
since the pandemic began
now stands at 14, 32,033 and
the total fatalities stands at
24,900. There are 5,452 con-
tainment zones in the city.

On Thursday, the city
logged 158 cases, with a pos-
itivity rate of 0.20% and 10
deaths, indicating a signifi-
cant fall in the count of daily

Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut RRTS
to go for contactless ticketing

People can book digital QR tickets and recharge cards via app

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi-Ghaziabad-Mee-
rut Regional Rapid Transit
System (RRTS) will have con-
tactless ticketing to ensure
seamless, easy, comfortable
and quick entry and exit
from its stations.

The National Capital Re-
gion Transport Corporation
(NCRTC) mobile app will fa-
cilitate booking of digital QR
tickets, card recharge and
other functionalities for
commuters who will be able
to utilise other card-based
means to commute on the
system as well.

NCMC card

“RRTS commuters will be
able to use any NCMC card
issued by any metro or tran-
sport authority or financial
institutions in the country. A
commuter will have options
to use QR code tickets which
can be generated digitally
with the help of NCRTC mo-
bile app or website,” the
NCRTC stated.

“NCRTC will be the first to
implement 2 levels of AFC
media validation — one at
the concourse level and the
second on the platform le-
vel. Platform level AFC gates
will be provided for access
to executive lounge for
boarding the business class

The 82-km-long corridor is the first-of-its-kind project to
utilise spherical bearings to enable high speeds. sfiLe pHOTO

C

RRTS commuters
will be able to use
any NCMC card
issued by any
metro or transport
authority or
financial
institutions in the
country

NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION
TRANSPORT CORPORATION

coach,” it also stated.

The NCRTC will adopt
state of the art Automatic
Fare Collection (AFC) system
but also QR code-based tick-
eting and EMV (Europay,
Mastercard, Visa) Open
Loop contactless card based
on similar standards as the
National Common Mobility

‘Centre helping woman for son’s treatment in Oz’

High Court disposes of mother’s petition, asks her to file fresh plea if needed

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on Fri-
day said that the Centre was
taking proactive steps to
provide all possible help to a
mother who sought medical
assistance and treatment of
her son suffering from a life-
threatening health condi-
tion in Australia.

Justice Navin Chawla was
informed by the Centre that
visa and travel exemption
approval form required due
to the COVID-19 pandemic
has been granted by the Aus-
tralian embassy to the moth-

er, who is a widow.

“I find the government is
taking proactive steps in the
matter. The writ petition is
disposed of with liberty to
the petitioner to file a fresh

petition in case the need ar-
ises,” the High Court said.

The Centre government
standing counsel Ajay Dig-
paul said that though visa
and travel exemption have
been granted to the woman,
they have now received a
fresh application from the
family seeking to arrange for
repatriation of the son to
India.

Mr. Digpaul said the go-
vernment is looking into the
issue and extending all pos-
sible help to the family. The
advocate, representing the
woman, said repatriation of

the son is an alternate
prayer considering there are
no flights to Australia and
even after visa clearance,
the mother will be unable to
go there.

The woman, in her plea,
has stated her son had gone
to Australia in 2018 to pur-
sue his higher studies. The
plea said her son has been
diagnosed with a life-threa-
tening condition of end-
stage renal failure requiring
dialysis, nephrotic-range
proteinuria with haematuria
and is also at risk of throm-
bosis.

Out-of-turn promotions for 66 Delhi police personnel

Six of them were involved in nabbing Deep Sidhu while a few others played a role in arrest of spy

SAURABH TRIVEDI

NEW DELHI
The Delhi Commissioner of
Police S.N. Shrivastava

granted ‘Out-of-turn promo-
tions (OTP) to 66 Delhi Pol-
ice personnel for displaying
extraordinary courage and
dedication in year 2020-21
on Friday. Informing about
the promotion through
Twitter, he congratulated
them for their achievements
and wished them a bright

career.

The list includes six poli-
cemen who arrested actor-
turned-activist Deep Sidhu,
who was allegedly involved
in Republic Day violence,
and a policeman who inves-
tigated the murder of IB
staffer Ankit Sharma during
Delhi riots. Police constable
Deepak Dahiya, on whom
riot-accused Sharukh had
pointed his gun, also made
into the list.

Head constable Hamen-
der Kumar Rathi of Special
Cell has been promoted to
the rank of Assistant Sub-In-
spector for the apprehen-
sion of murderer, Haseen
Qureshi, who was actively
involved in the Delhi riots in
north-east Delhi. He and his
associates had brutally mur-
dered IB officer Ankit
Sharma.

ASI Lachchi Singh, ASI
Deepak, head constable

Ajay Kumar, constable Irfan,
constable Naseem and con-
stable Rahul have been pro-
moted to the ranks of Sub-
Inspectors, ASI and head
constable for arresting
wanted accused Sandeep
Singh Sidhu alias Deep Sid-
hu. He was wanted in the
violence at Red Fort on Re-
public Day.

ASI Rajesh Kumar, head
constable Deepak Dahiya
and head constable Vikas

have been promoted to SI
and ASI for arresting a spy,
Har pal Singh of Taran Ta-
ran district in Punjab, who
was working on the direc-
tions of Pakistan Intelli-
gence agency ISIL.

He was passing informa-
tion related to the Indian Ar-
my and their movement.
Deepak has also shown ex-
emplary courage during the
Delhi riots when he stopped
an armed rioter.

Card (NCMC).

Paper QR tickets can be
purchased from the station
ticket vending machines and
ticket office machines for
single journey between two
stations, the NCRTC stated,
adding that it had invited
bids under the ‘Make in In-
dia’ initiative to procure this
AFC system on Public Priv-
ate Partnership (PPP).

The 82-km-long Delhi-
Ghaziabad-Meerut corridor
is the first-of-its-kind project
to utilise spherical bearings
to enable high speeds. The
17-km-long priority section
between Sahibabad and Du-
hai on the Delhi-Ghaziabad-
Meerut corridor is targeted
to be commissioned by
2023.

COVID-19 testing under way at GTK Road in north Delhion
Friday. =susHIL KUMAR VERMA

fatalities due to the
infection.
90,217 vaccinated

The government said that
90,217 beneficiaries have
been vaccinated on Thurs-
day out of which 60,395 re-
ceived first dose. The total
number of people vaccinat-
ed stands at 63,46,561, out of
which 15,37,010 have re-
ceived both doses.

Delivering the vaccination
bulletin, Aam Aadmi Party
leader Atishi said that after
Delhi received vaccine
stocks for youths two days
ago, the speed of vaccination
in Delhi has increased. She
said that for 45+, 8,65,000
doses of vaccines are cur-
rently available and for 18-
44, stocks of five days of Co-
vaxin and nine days of Cov-
ishield are available.

Sportsmen to be conferred
degrees based on their
performance: Minister

‘Sports varsity to bring laurels to nation’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Deputy Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia on Friday said
that the upcoming Delhi
Sports University is being set
up with the vision to train
and prepare sportsmen who
could bring home 50 gold
medals from the Olympics.
“The Delhi Sports Univer-
sity shall make India proud
in sports, globally. The un-
iversity will have world-class
facilities and provide excep-
tional training to budding
sportspersons. It shall nur-
ture players to showcase In-
dia’s sporting potential in in-
ternational tournaments and
bring umpteen medals to the
country,” Mr. Sisoida said.
The Minister said that the
university will be a unique
institution in the world of
sports, and shall confer de-
grees up to the PhD level and
sportsmen will be conferred
degrees based on their sport-
ing performance.

Course structure

“Till now, irrespective of
their accolades, sportsper-
sons need to choose another
discipline to get an academic
degree. Otherwise, applying
for a job becomes difficult.
Now, sportspersons will not

BJP demands 3-month
electricity bill waiver

Fair probe sought into alleged DTC scam

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Leader of Opposition in the
Delhi Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri on Friday demanded
that the Delhi government
waive off electricity bills for
three months as a gesture of
relief and goodwill to the
common man and the trad-
ing community who have suf-
fered badly during the se-
cond wave of the pandemic.

Meanwhile, BJP Rohini
MLA Vijender Gupta wrote to
Chief Minister seeking “a free
and fair inquiry” into allega-
tions of corruption levelled
by him in the procurement of
1,000 low-floor DTC buses.
He also requested that Tran-
sport Minister Kailash Gahlot
be made to give up his portfo-
lio and a transparent render-
ing process for the buses be
conducted.

Manish Sisodia =

need a degree in any other
discipline. A team of the un-
iversity shall decide on the
course structures, after due
consideration of various
sports,” Mr. Sisodia said.

The Delhi government in a \
statement said that the ob-
jective of establishing such a
sports university is to pro-
vide opportunities for world-
class training, research, and
academics in health, well-be-
ing and sports. “The Delhi
government is committed to
making sports training and
education multidimensional
so that sportspersons have
varied employment oppor-
tunities. Along with popula-
rising different kinds of
sports, the Delhi Sports Un-
iversity shall also provide a
boost to people’s health and
well-being,” the statement
added.
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PIL seeks virus
death records
in Odisha

STAFF REPORTER
BHUBANESWAR

Nishikant Mishra, a senior
advocate, has moved Oris-
sa High Court seeking re-
cords of all COVID-19
deaths in the State.

“A year after battling
with COVID-19 pandemic
successfully, Odisha ap-
pears to have failed during
the second wave for which
the infection has spread
deep into rural areas with
higher positivity rates. The
State government is trying
to hide its incapability by
suppressing actual CO-
VID-19 deaths,” mentioned
Mr. Mishra,, also a spokes-
person of the State Con-
gress, in the petition.

“The government said
only 133 persons had died
of COVID-19 in the month
of April. The field reports,
however, suggested that
more people had died than
the official figure,” he
pointed out.

NGOs slam jab clause in market

reopening order in Meghalaya

lewduh, the State’s largest traditional market, opens partially after a long lockdown

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Iewduh, Meghalaya’s largest
traditional market in State
capital Shillong, reopened
partially on Friday after a
long lockdown. But the con-
dition that business would
be allowed only if the trad-
ers are vaccinated drew flak
from various quarters.

The East Khasi Hills dis-
trict administration had on
June 15 issued an order for
the partial reopening of Iew-
duh from June 18 provided
the shopkeepers and ven-
dors have taken the CO-
VID-19 vaccine.

The order also said 185
shops and an equal number
of vendors would be al-
lowed to open each day on a
rotational basis.

Iewduh has more than
4,000 shops but the tradi-

2 % =y
A shopkeeper at a local
market in Shillong. =

tional chief of the area had
provided a list of 1,222 shops
to the district authorities for
reopening.

Local NGOs and political
parties protested the order,
asserting that the govern-
ment does not have the
right to force people to take
the vaccine under any pre-
text.

On June 17, the youth

Assam MLA quits Cong., to join BJP

He says party overlooked him for State president’s post

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The Congress in Assam lost
one of its 29 MLAs, who is set
to join the Bharatiya Janata
Party on June 21.

Rupjyoti Kurmi, a tea com-
munity leader, submitted his
resignation to party presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi as well as
Assembly Speaker Biswajit
Daimary on Friday.

He had won the Mariani
constituency in eastern As-
sam four times in a row since
2006 and was the only Con-
gress MLA representing the
tea plantation workers to
have won in the 2021 As-
sembly polls.

“I will be joining the BJP
on Monday,” Mr. Kurmi said.
The BJP is expected to field
him as its candidate for the
Mariani by-election.

Mr. Kurmi, the son of

Rupjyoti Kurmi handing his resignation letter to the Assam

Assembly Speaker in Guwahati on Friday. =pmi

former Congress Minister Ru-
pam Kurmi, made it clear
that he quit the party after he
was snubbed for the State
president’s post after incum-
bent Ripun Bora decided to
step down. “Young leaders
do not get a chance... The
Congress ignores newcom-
ers, grassroots workers and
indigenous minority lead-
ers,” he told journalists.

The APCC issued a state-
ment saying Mr. Kurmi has
been expelled for “anti-party
activities”. It said the AICC
approved his expulsion.

Senior party MLA and
former Minister Bharat Na-
rah said Mr. Kurmi’s resigna-
tion is a big blow to the party.

There is speculation that
another MLA would quit the

party.

wing of the Khun Hynniew-
trep National Awakening
Movement, a regional politi-
cal party, demanded revo-
cation of the vaccination or-
der asking the shops and
establishments to indicate
the vaccination status of
their staff. It opposed anoth-
er order directing the cab
operators and bus drivers to
get themselves vaccinated
before resuming opera-
tions.

“Such orders amount to
the violation of a person’s
constitutional rights besides
going against a Supreme
Court observation on medi-
cal autonomy of a person,”
youth wing president Tho-
mas Passah said.

The Chief Executive
Member of the Khasi Hills
Autonomous District Coun-
cil, Titosstarwell Chyne, al-

so said vaccination should
be voluntary and could not
be forced on the people.

Minister’s defence

State Health Minister A.L.
Hek defended the order.
“This is more of an appeal
meant for the protection of
shopkeepers and custom-
ers,” he said.

Rajya Sabha member and
State president of the Na-
tional People’s Party, W.R.
Kharlukhi, said epidemic or
pandemicrelated orders
were issued and strategies
adopted after inputs from
health experts. “People and
groups should stop oppos-
ing the vaccination orders
and let the health experts
do their job,” he said.

Local organisations have
also flayed cash incentives
for people to get vaccinated.

Punjab govt. nod for stringent
ouidelines to curb illegal mining

Tt will ensure mineral extracted from State is accounted for’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

In a bid to curb illegal mining
in the State and to check de-
gradation of environment,
the Punjab Cabinet on Friday
gave its nod to additional set
of stringent guidelines and
rules  through  various
amendments.

The meeting was held un-
der the chairmanship of
Chief Minister Amarinder
Singh.

“The Punjab Minor Miner-
al Rules, 2013 and Policy Gui-
delines for Registration and
Working of Stone Crushers in
the State of Punjab, 2015, will
be amended to ensure that
any kind of minor mineral ex-
tracted from the State is pro-
perly accounted for,” said an
official statement.

The statement said the
amendments to these rules-
guidelines will pave the way
for stricter curbs on illegal

Auctioning of two closed
Assam paper mills cancelled

No private entity deposited earnest money within deadline

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The e-auctioning of two
closed paper mills of the Hin-
dustan Paper Corporation Li-
mited (HPCL) in Assam has
been cancelled as no private
entity deposited the requisite
earnest money of ¥55 crore
within June 15.

The associations of officers
and employees of the Cachar
and Nagaon paper mills had
challenged the National Com-
pany Law Tribunal’s nod to
HPCL for auctioning the mills
on June 30. The case came up
for hearing on June 16.

The counsel for liquidator
Kuldeep Varma told the court
of Chief Justice Sudhanshu
Dhulia and Justice Manash

Ranjan Pathak that “no one
responded to the e-auction
sale notice” on June 1 to de-
posit the T55 crore as earnest
money within the deadline.
The reserve price for the two
mills was 1,139 crore and the
auction was to have been
conducted on the site of the
Metal Scrap Trade Corpora-
tion.

Applications dismissed
The court observed that the
e-auction was thus not going
to take place and dismissed
the interim applications chal-
lenging the sale of the paper
mills.

“Now that the e-auctioning
is not happening, the govern-
ment should live up to its pro-

mise and revive its wholly-
owned mills to end the trau-
ma and torture of the
employees who have not
been paid their dues for 54
months,” Manobendra Chak-
raborty, president of the Joint
Action Committee of Recog-
nised Unions told The Hindu
on June 18.

“We have already lost 89
workers who died because of
hunger and inability to get
treatment for their illnesses,
which violates the right to life
guaranteed by Article 21 of
the Constitution. The BJP
(Bharatiya Janata Party) has
governments at the Centre
and in Assam, and both have
repeatedly assured the mills
will be revived,” he said.

—_—

CM Amarinder Singh

stone crushing.

“The amendments make it
mandatory for the registra-
tion of a carrier used for tran-
sportation of minerals in any
form, and the requirement of
a mineral transport permit,
with carrier to be fitted with
GPS for real time tracking. Al-
so, registration of wheel
mounted-chain mounted ex-
cavators involved in excava-
tion of minerals in the State,
and all such machinery, shall
be fitted with GPS to monitor

their movement in real time,”
it said.

The amendments will also
empower the government to
levy strict penalty under In-
dian Penal Code and other
laws, in case anyone tries to

establish check-post for
checking of slips or collec-
tion of illegal royalty.

Online registration

“It will also enable the Water
Resources Department to
keep a check on the stone-
crushers, as their registration
has been made mandatory
on the online portal deve-
loped by the department. Al-
so, the material processed by
them will be duly accounted
for. Similarly, the rules for is-
suing transport permits to
the vehicles transporting the
minerals are also being suita-
bly amended to check illegal
transportation,” the state-
ment said.

Odisha prepares for 1,500
daily paediatric cases

Move to deal with possible third wave

SATYASUNDAR BARIK
BHUBANESWAR

Odisha government has di-
rected all district headquar-
ters and sub-divisional hos-
pitals to earmark at least 10
isolation beds as paediatrics
care facilities.

Though there has been
no certainty that the antici-
pated third COVID-19 wave
will impact children dispro-
portionately, the Odisha go-
vernment is preparing to
deal with 1,500 infections
daily among children.

Statement on SOP

A statement from the State
Health and Family Welfare
Department on the stan-
dard operating procedure
(SOP) to deal with the possi-
ble third-wave said, “Cur-

rently, approximately 8% of
the total COVID-19 cases are
in the age group of 0-18
years. In USA the contribu-
tion of cases of 0-18 years is
up to 14%. Considering the
possible surge of infection
in the age-group, it is esti-
mated to be around 15% of
infected population. In the
current wave, the State has
registered average 10,000
cases during peak period.
There could be nearly 1,500
cases pertaining to this age-
group.”

The State’s SOP says that
about 300 children — 20%
of the projected 1,500 daily
cases — would be requiring
hospitalisation, and 15 pa-
tients (5% of 300) might
have to be put under inten-
sive care support.

CLASSIFIEDS MART

TO ADVERTISE:
www.thehinduads.com

011-43579738 * 43579797

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed that Bank of

Baroda having its branch at J2/15, Najafgarh
Road, Rajouri Garden, New Delhi-27 has
sanctioned home loan to borrowers Mr. Manoj
Saluja and Mrs. Rimpy Saluja R/0-G-705, Plot
No.04, Sai Baba Apartment, Sector-9, Rohini,
North West Delhi-85. To secure the said home
loan, the borrowers have mortgaged the
property already mortgaged on 10.06.2021,
Plot No. 218, 400 square yards, The Birla Mills
Workers Co-operative Housing Society
Limited, situated in Harsh Vihar, Pitampura,
North Delhi-110034, General Public at large is
therefore informed that if they have any
objection regarding title/ownership /right/
interest in the above mentioned property any
charge of their on the above mentioned
property in any way, the same may be informed
to Chief Manager, Bank of Baroda, J2/15,
Najafgarh Road, Rajouri Garden, New Delhi-27
within 7 days of this notice publication.

Chief Manager,

PUBLIC NOTICE
KNOW all men by this presents
that my client's namely Rajender
Singh Sfo Charan Singh Rio
121, Lal Pana, Village lssapur,
ND-T3 has disowned and barred
his son SANJEET DAGAR and
his wifa SUNITA from all his
moveable & immowvable properties
due to their bad behaviour,
misconduct and disobedient
attitude & my client's has severed
all relations with both of them. If
anybody deals with them shall do
at his/meritheir own risk and
responsibility and my client's
shall not be responsible for

Najafgarh Road Branch,| | the same in future.
Rajouri Garden, New Delhi, Vikram Singh - Advocate
Ph: 011-25162937 Enrol.no.Df3681/2010

OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE

DEATH

OBITUARY

For enquiries on

announcements in this

section, please contact our
office at the following number
between 10a.m. and 8p.m.
New Delhi : 011- 43579797
Rate for New Delhi:

P dal

(Minimum Rs. 320/- 2 Lines

M.V, Ramamurthy (EX RBI) Extra Line - Rs.160/-)

Hlo Late Malathi B/ Dicolan): Re.60/Per S
expired on 18.06.2021 in Mumbai ( ik ReEWEr Seam
Mourned by (CIr Display) : Rs.70/Per Sq.cm
Jayagowri Log on to
Premchandar www.thehinduads.com
Balachandar

and their families For Placing Advertisements

Contact : 98402 81400,
98402 04192, 98208 27870

Online

In memory of your loved ones
To dedicate a space in this section, Please contact:
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from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. &
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(5] WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
OPEN TENDER, Date: 16.06.2021
E-Tenders are invited on behalf of the
President of India acting through
Sr. Divisional Mechanical Engineer (Co-
ordination), Divisional Railway Manager
(Works), West Central Railway, Jabalpur
for the following work:- (1) NIT No.:
DRM-W-JBP-64-2021, Name of Work
with Location: Supplying and loading of
65mm machine crushed hard and
durable track stone ballast as per Rly's
specification of June 2016 including all
lead, lift, taxes, royalties etc. at
Kachhpura Depot under Assistant
Divisional Engineer Jabalpur sub
division. (Approx. Quantity: 60,000
cum). Approx. cost of the work:
% 5,34,25,200/- Completion Period:
16 months Last Date & Time for
Submission of Tender: 09.07.2021
upto 15.00 hrs. Tender to be Opened
on: 09.07.2021 at 15.15 Hrs. Complete
information of the above E-tender is
available on website https://
ireps.gov.in and also pinned on the
notice board of the Divisional Railway
Manager (Works) office of West Central
Railway, Jabalpur. Tenders other than in
the form of e-bids shall not be accepted
against above tenders.

Divisional Railway Manager (Works)

West Central Railway, Jabalpur

TO ENJOY LIFE, ENSURE LIFE’S SAFETY!
GET VACCINATED TODAY.

() NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice

Sealed tender (OPEN TENDER)
(32021 (MFC) invited by Divisional
Railway Mapager (Commercial),
North Eastern Railway, Lucknow for
and on behalf of the President of India
for the following works:-

Tender Notice No, and deseription of
works: 032021 (MFC) Commercial
Exploitation of available space in the
Multi Functioned Complex (MFC)
Area 1800 SQ-Mirs (521.34 5Q MTR
FOR COMMERCIAL USE) at Barhni
Station for 03 years, Approx value: st
Yeur ¥ 9R3097/-+ OST As )\Fp]l\;;lhh:_
Ind Year T 1051914/-+ GST As
Applicable, 3rd Year ¥ 1125547/-+ GST
As Applicable, 4th Year T, 1204336/-+
GST As Applicable, 5th Year ¥
[288640/-+ GST As Applicable, Total
value for 05 years T 5653534/-+ GST
As Applicable. EMD Money: 113100/-,
Cost of Tender Form: ¥ 5000V-, Security

Money- Amount equivalent to 10%
{Ten) of 05 years contract wvalue
{Accepted rates). Date & Time of

Closing of Tender: Up to 14,061 hrs. on
09.07.2021, Date and Time of Tender
Opening: Up to 1500 hrs. on
09.07.2021. Validity of Tender: 90
days, Period of contract: 05 wears.
Website address: www.ireps.gov.in.
Divisional Railway Manager
CPRONandfya-15  (Commercial),Lucknow

Absut any passenger amenity complaint
SMS an Mab, No.: (9794845955

Do not travel with inflammable
article in train

Government of Jammu and Kashmir.
Office of the Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti PHE,
Ground Water Division,Sgr.
email : phedivisionawantipora@gmail.com

Gist of e-Tender.

NIT No: -PHE/GWDS 10 of 06/2021 Dated:

For and on behalf of Lieutenant Governor of Jammu and Kashmir e-tenders are invited in 02
Cover System for Construction of 300 mm tube wells at below mentioned sites from
registered water well drillers/contractors as per the details given in tender document.

-06-2021

S.No:-

1

Name of work:-

Construction of 300mm Production Tube Well

Tekkipora Lolab District Kupwara

at Dousra

Est. CostRs.inLacs:-

Rs.30.55Lacs

Cost of Tender Document:-

Rs.1000/-

Time of completion:-

30 Days

Class of Contract:-

Registered for Construction of Gravel Packed Production Tube

Wells
Prog:- Languishing Kupwara LUP-2387
AAANOo: AAANo: CE/PHE/DB/170 of 05/2020, dated: 18-05-2020

Critical Dates/Information.

1.| Publishing Date

16-06-2021 (1:00 PM)

2. | Period of Downloading of Bids

16-06-2021 (10:00A.M)to 24 -06-2021(2.00 P.M)

w

. | Period of Submission of bids

16-06-2021 (10:00A.M)to 24 -06-2021(2.00 P.M)

~

. | Date of opening of Tender.

26-06-2021 at (2:00 P.M)

&)

.| Tender Receiving Authority: Executive Engineer , (Jal Shakti)
SrinagarKashmir-190011

PHE Ground Water

o

for which apply)

.| Document Cost : Non-Refundable in the shape of Treasury Challan/receipt deposited to
Account Head 0215 in favour of Executive Engineer (Jal Shakti) PHE Ground Water
Division Srinagar( at Saddar Treasury Srinagar) (The firm shall specify the name of work

7.| Bid Validity Period: 180 Days

to 30-09-2021.

8. | The bids can be downloaded or uploaded on www. Jktenders.gov.in

9. | The bids of only those agencies shall be accepted who posses valid registration certificate
of construction Gravel Packed Production Tube Wells. However due to Pandemic the
renewal Registration for 2021-22 is waived off for a period of 6 months from 01-04-2021

10| Instead of EMD the firm has to furnish “Bid Security Declaration”, format of the declaration
is mentioned in the Bid Document

DIPK-3085/21

Jal Shakti PHE Ground Water Division,

Sd/
Executive Engineer

Srinagar.
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SEARCH FOR MISSING

PINKI

description is as under:-

| General public is hereby informed
that a girl (depicted in the photo),
Namely : Pinki D/o Sh. Prakash R/o
RzZD 1A/ 643, Gali No. 5, Mahavir
Enclave, Palam Village, Delhi has
been missing since 02.09.2018 from
her house. In this regard a case vide
FIR No. 317/18, dated 05.09.2018
has been registered in PS Palam
Village,

Delhi. Her physical

Age : 17 Years, Height: 5'1", Complexion : Fair, Built : Thin,
Hair: Black, Wearing : Black colour suitand salwar.

Any person is having any information/clue about this missing
girl, may inform SHO, Palam Village, Delhi at E-mail §
cic@cbi.gov.in or website: http://cbi.nic.in SHO §

P.S. Palam Village., Delhi 2
South-West Distt., Delhi &
Ph. No. 011-25365949, 25365980 &

UNIDENTIFIED DEAD BODY

General Public is hereby informed that
one person Namely: Unknown S/o:
Unknown, Address: Unknown was
found dead infornt of Shop No. 1014, SPM
Marg, near Fire Station, Lahori Gate,
| Delhi on 12.06.2021 in the area of P.S.
1 Lahori Gate, Delhi. The body has been
preserved in Sabzi Mandi Hospital Mortuary, Delhi for 72
hours. In this regard a case has been lodged vide DD No.
74A dated 12.06.2021 at P.S. Lahori Gate, Delhi. The
description of the dead person is as under:- Age: Approx
40-42 years, Sex: Male, Height: 5'6", Complexion:
Wheatish, Face: Long, Built: Thin, Wearing: Grey
colour pant. If any one having any information about this
dead person please inform undersigned.

Phone: 011-24368638, 24368641
Fax No. 011-24368639

SHO
PS. Lahori Gate, Delhi

DP/1276/N/2021 Ph.: 011-23953776, 8750870122

SEARCH FOR MISSING WOMAN

General public is here by
informed that this woman
namely Sunita W/o Naresh
Aggarwal R/o 2943, Street No.
13, Ranjit Nagar, Delhi Age : 38

years, Height : 54", Face
Round, Complexion Fair,
| Built Strong, has been

missing since 11.06.2021 at
about 02:30 P.M. from her
house. In this regard DD No. 14-
A dated 12.06.2021 has been lodged at P.S. Ranijit
Nagar, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about this

SUNITA

@ T W 32 & A1 &1 | ] missing woman may kindly informto the following:- -
AR BN & ol de¥rEe www.jharkhandtenders.gov.in U6 SRITC &) a1 Ug TR I@T A1 Hehll 2 | E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in B . é
SRIUTIe IARRr Website: http://cbi.nic.in SHO : P.S. Ranijit Nagar, Delhi 8

grfior faera fagiy gydsd, Fax: 24368639, Ph. : 011-25704008, &

PR 248202 District(21-22).D S Tel.: 24368638/24368641 25704009 &
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Siddique Kappan's
mother passes away

SC granted him bail to visit her in Feb.

STAFF REPORTER
MALAPPURAM

Incarcerated journalist Sid-
dique Kappan’s mother Kha-
deejakutty, 91, died at her
house near Vengara here on
Friday after a prolonged
illness.

Mr. Kappan, secretary of
the Kerala Union of Working
Journalists (KUW]) in Delhi,
was arrested and jailed by
the Uttar Pradesh police
while on his way to cover
the killing of a girl at Hath-
ras.

He was arrested under
the Unlawful Activities Pre-
vention Act (UAPA) and sedi-
tion charges were slapped
on him.

Mr. Kappan had visited
his ailing mother briefly in
February after the Supreme
Court granted him five days’
bail, which included his to-

o)
g \

w

Khadeejakutty

and-fro travel from Mathura
Jail to his residence.

Her burial took place at
the Poocholamadu Juma
Masjid graveyard on Friday
evening. She is survived by
seven children, including
Mr. Kappan. His father Mo-
hammed Kutty had died sev-
eral years ago.

MLC says Karnataka leadership -
change is just a matter of time

Yediyurappa says party high command will decide on action against Vishwanath

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The turmoil within the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP) over
the leadership issue in the
State continued to be in the
limelight on the last day of
party general secretary Arun
Singh’s visit to Karnataka.

While party MLC A.H.
Vishwanath on Friday said it
was a matter of time before
the high command effected a
leadership change, Chief Mi-
nister B.S. Yediyurappa said
the high command would
take a call on action against
the former.

Addressing a press confe-
rence, Mr. Vishwanath reit-
erated, “The BJP leadership
in the State is collapsing.
This will not help the party
and the government. Hence,

y

Taking stock: A BJP core committee meeting, led by general
secretary Arun Singh, was held in Bengaluru.

there is a dire need to re-
place Mr. Yediyurappa.”
Saying that he was not the
only person who was de-
manding leadership change,

Protests in Lakshadweep over lost jobs

Review committee has recommended abolition of several existing posts

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

On a day when hundreds of
contract workers and casual
labourers across depart-
ments who had lost their
jobs protested against the
Lakshadweep administra-
tion, a cadre review commit-
tee recommended the aboli-
tion of several existing posts
in various departments.

The recommendation is to
abolish the posts of Project
Officer, Accounts Officer, As-
sistant Engineer, Assistant
Project Officer and Junior
Engineer in the District Ru-
ral Development Agency,
which has been converted
into the Department of Rural
Development.

The posts of translator
(Malayalam) and translator
(Mahl, spoken on the Mini-

A

Agitation continues: Protests were witnessed on Agatti island
against the retrenchment of contract staff in Lakshadweep.

coy island), should be abol-
ished when the posts fall va-
cant in future, the
committee recommended. It
also recommended merging
the Panchayat Department
with the Rural Department
“to derive maximum benefit
by sharing the common pool
of staff.”

Several islands of the Un-
ion Territory witnessed prot-
ests by people who have
been rendered jobless. Prem
Nazir, 45, who had been a
technician with the Lakshad-
weep Development Corpora-
tion Limited for 15 years told
The Hindu from Kavaratti, “I
was earning 11,000 a

month, but now I am forced
to rely on a small business,
an electric shop, for steady
income. The COVID lock-
down has hit that, too.”
Meanwhile, a collective of
people in Kerala formed to
support the ‘Save Lakshad-
weep’ movement will organ-
ise protests against the Un-
ion government on June 21.
K. Muraleedharan, MP, will
inaugurate a dharna in front
of the AG’s office in Thiruva-
nanthapuram; A.M. Arif, MP,
will inaugurate a dharna in
front of the Lakshadweep
administration office in Ko-
chi in which Hibi Eden, MP,
will deliver the keynote ad-
dress; a dharna in front of
the Dweep administrative
marketing office in Beypore
will be inaugurated by E.T.
Muhammad Basheer, MP.

Mr. Vishwanath claimed that
80% of the MLAs who met
party’s national general se-
cretary during the consulta-
tions had sought it.

“The government does
not belong to a particular fa-
mily,” he said.

He linked the Chief Minis-
ter’s son’s visits to Delhi to
an Enforcement Directorate
case.

Meanwhile, responding to
the public statements by Mr.
Vishwanath, Mr. Yediyurap-
pa said the BJP high com-
mand would decide on what
action was to be taken
against the MLC for demand-
ing a change in leadership in
Karnataka and for accusing
his son of interfering in the
affairs of the government.

The Chief Minister main-
tained that there was no dis-
sident activity in the BJP.
“Only one or two MLAs are
speaking against me,” he
said.

Reopen places of
worship, says [UML

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOZHIKODE
Despite easing of the CO-
VID-19-induced lockdown
curbs, the Indian Union
Muslim League (IUML) has
protested against the deci-
sion of the Kerala govern-
ment not to reopen places
of worship in the State.
Briefing newspersons af-
ter a meeting of the party’s
national political advisory
committee here on Friday,
IUML leaders, including or-
ganising secretary E.T. Mo-
hammed Basheer and gen-
eral secretary P.K.
Kunhalikutty, said the go-
vernment had allowed ma-
ny businesses and work-
places to open and markets
were already buzzing with
activity.
However,

the govern-

ment stringently took a
stance against opening plac-
es of worship while it al-
lowed relaxations even to li-
quor outlets to function.

Mr. Basheer said they
were law-abiding citizens
and obeyed the rules en-
forced from time to time.
“But this attitude of the go-
vernment is wrong. We are
not asking about reopening
mosques but all places of
worship,” he said.

The TUML leaders de-
plored the decision of the
government in not showing
seriousness on the issue of
keeping places of worship
out of bounds for believers.
“Freedom to worship at a
place is part of a belief. It
has now become inevitable
to open places of worship,”
Mr. Basheer said.

: WEATHER WATCH

RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 17.00 HRS)

LTy RAIN MAX  MIN
: Agartala............ 22...31.5....24.8
: Ahmedabad. ....26.0
¢ Aizawl......... 18.0
: Allahabad.... ...25.5
: Bengaluru ... ...20.4
: Bhopal ... . ...22.5
i Bhubaneswar...... 1.2...30.4...26.6
: Chandigarh . 274
: Chennai .......... ...29.5
: Coimbatore ..24.4
: Dehradun......... ...22.4
: Gangtok... .. 17.2

Goa......... ...25.5

Guwahati ...24.6
: Hubballi...... ....22.0
: Hyderabad .. ...24.0
: Imphal.... L2211
* Jaipur. ....26.6
Kochi...... 8...25.4
: Kohima... ....18.2
: Kolkata............... ...23.5

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

¢ Forecast for Saturday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isol- :
ated places over Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya,
: Bihar, Jharkhand, Guijarat, Konkan & Goa, Rayalaseema and Ker- :
¢ ala. Thunderstorm with lightning/gusty winds likely at isolated :
: places over Ladakh, Rajasthan, Haryana, Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, :
Chhattisgarh, Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal :

cITy RAIN  MAX :
Kozhikode...........co..... 11....30.6....24.0 :
Kurnool ... 0.7....34.9...25.9 :
Lucknow.. 7...28.2...253 :
Madurai... —....37.6....26.0 :
Mangaluru... 2...296....23.8 :
Mumbai ... ..32.9...24.4 ¢
Mysuru .. ...27.0....21.6 :
New Delhi ....36.6....25.1 :
Patna ...... .6....30.8....23.8 :
Port Blair. ..31.5....26.4 :
Puducherry .. .—...34.7...26.0 :
Pune........ 2...26.6....21.5 :
Raipur ....31.4...24.0 :
Ranchi..... 2..26.2...216 :
Shillong... 4...23.2...17.0 :
Shimla..... 2...25.6...16.0 :
Srinagar........... -...27.0....14.0 :
Thiruvananthapuram.. 5...31.5...25.2 :
Tiruchi........c.... -..37.7...274
Vijayawada .. .6....35.6....27.5 :
Visakhapatnam ........... 10....

Pollutants in the air you are breathing

AT
107 .
102 L
.82 L

: CITIES s0: NO: CO PM2.5 PM10
: Ahmedabad..... .. 3 .17 107 ....69
: Bengaluru....... 10 .37 .44 .94
: Chennai .......... 26 ...7 .35 ...83
2 Delhi oo 10 .15 .63 ....66
¢ Hyderabad...... .. 2 63 .16 ...32
: Kolkata........... .. 9 .20 .18 ...36
¢ Lucknow........ .— .43 .60 ...99
* Mumbai .. 19 .2 143
CPUNE. e 22 139 141
: Visakhapatnam 12 .50 .33 ....71

Air Quality Code: M Poor

.95 L

326...26.0 :

Yesterday
CODE

.85 ...
.68 ...
.97 .
146 ...
.60 ...

In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Nandesari,

Gujarat recorded an overall
air quality index (AQl) score :
of 313 indicating an :
unhealthy level of pollution. :
In contrast, Sagar, Madhya :
Pradesh recorded a healthy
AQI score of 24

Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQl)

: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: and monuments.

: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

* reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

¢ lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
¢ death in people with heart or lung disease :

4 held for fake vaccination camps

Gang organised nine camps in Mumbai; police on the lookout for more members

RAINA ASSAINAR
MUMBAI

The Mumbai police arrested
four men on Friday in con-
nection with a fake vaccina-
tion camp organised by
them at a residential society
in western suburbs of the
city.

Police filed an FIR against
the four — Mahendra Singh
(39), Sanjay Gupta (29),
Chandan alias Lalit Singh
(32) and Nitin Mode (32) —
for organising the camp at
Hiranandani Heritage in
Kandivali on May 30.

Besides Hiranandani, the
gang had conducted similar
camps at two production
houses, one college and
some corporate houses in
Kandivali, Borivali, Andheri,
Parel and Thane, police said.

One person has been de-
tained in Satna, Madhya Pra-
desh, and would be brought
to Mumbai soon. It is sus-
pected that he worked for a
doctor who too is believed to

—

The four arrested in the Hiranandani Heritage vaccination
case, at Kandivali police station in Mumbai on Friday. =pi

be involved in the case, pol-
ice said.

The main accused Mahen-
dra Singh is a Class X dro-
pout who used to work with
a medical association. He su-
pervised and allotted work
to others at the camps. Mr.
Gupta, who is into event
management, made on
ground arrangements while

the other two worked with
hospitals and stole data from
CoWin app to use as ids for
those who were adminis-
tered vaccines.

As many as 390 residents
of Hiranandani Heritage
paid 1,260 each for a shot,
and T 4.56 lakh was paid by
the society to the organisers.
One Rajesh Pandey had ap-

proached the society saying
he was PRO of Kokilaben
Ambani Hospital and want-
ed to organise a vaccination
camp. Mr. Pandey is ab-

sconding.
Dilip Sawant, Additional
Police Commissioner

(North), said. “It is impor-
tant that the society officials
go through the circulars is-
sued by the corporation and
check on hospitals author-
ised to give jabs. There was
no competent doctor pre-
sent during the camp. With
the help of BMC, we are in-
vestigating the vaccine’s
authenticity.”

The accused have been
booked under sections of
cheating, forgery, adultera-
tion of the IPC and relevant
sections of IT Act. “We have
also charged them for adul-
teration as the seals of the
vials were broken,” Mr. Sa-
want said. The accused have
been remanded in police
custody till June 25.

‘Lift restrictions on MGN REGS works in rural areas’

Only 18.8 lakh got work this year in Ra]asthan say civil society groups

MOHAMMED IQBAL
JAIPUR

Civil society groups in Rajas-
than on Friday called for lift-
ing of restrictions on the Ma-
hatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS) works in
the rural areas, while affirm-
ing that the State govern-
ment’s orders had weakened
the flagship employment
venture during the COVID-19
pandemic.

Against 50 lakh labourers
engaged for MGNREGS works
during June last year, only
18.8 lakh have got the work
this year, despite the rural
population’s complete de-
pendence on the scheme for
their livelihood. Works have
not been sanctioned on a

CcM
K

large scale in the village pan- g
chayats and those demand- :
ing employment as a statuto- :
: ployment in the villages,

ry right are not getting it.

Activists said an order of :
the State government to res- :
trict the number of labourers :
at a site to 30 to avoid crowd- :
ing was being misinterpreted :
for sanctioning only a single :

»

Women worklng ata 5|te under the MGNREGS

= FILE PHOTO

work in each village pan-
chayat. This has resulted in a
very few persons getting em-
leading to hunger and
starvation.

In a memorandum sent to
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot,
the Suchna Evum Rozgar Ad-
hikar Abhiyan has demanded

that the orders on restric-
tions be withdrawn and a
provision be made for giving
work for an additional 50
days to the villagers affected
by the pandemic.

A ‘Kaam Maango’ (seek
the work) campaign should
also be launched in all blocks
of the State and the measure-
ment of task for giving wages
reduced by half for the la-
bourers who were recovering
from the COVID-19 infection,
Mukesh Nirvasit of the Abhi-
yan said. Representatives of
about 100 organisations
signed the memorandum,
which was submitted to the
Collectors at district head-
quarters and Block Develop-
ment Officers in more than
50 blocks on Friday.

Life in jail till death for
man in Kotkhai case

16-year-old girl's
rape, murder had
triggered outrage
in Himachal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SHIMLA

A court here on Friday sen-
tenced a 28-year-old man to
life imprisonment for the re-
mainder of his natural life in
the Gudiya rape and murder
case, which had triggered
outrage across Himachal
Pradesh four years ago. The
court also imposed a penal-
ty 0of 10,000 on convict Anil
Kumar, alias Nillu, a wood-

cutter. The 16-year-old girl
was raped and killed in a for-
ested area in Shimla’s Kotk-
hai when she was returning
home from her school on Ju-
ly 4, 2017.

The court had held Anil
guilty on April 28 under the
IPC sections related to rape
and murder and the Protec-
tion of Children from Sexual
Offences Act. Special Judge
Rajeev  Bhardwaj  pro-
nounced the order in the
presence of the convict on
Friday. Not satisfied with the
verdict, Gudiya’s mother de-
manded reinvestigation into
the case.

Govt. challenges parts of CBI
FIR against Anil Deshmukh

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court on
Friday was told by the Mah-
arastra government that it
was challenging two para-
graphs in the FIR filed by
the CBI against former State
Home Minister Anil Desh-
mukh because it was a mat-
ter of the federal rights of
the State and that it had all
the locus standi to protect
its rights.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices S.S. Shinde and N.]J. Ja-
madar was hearing a peti-
tion filed through the
Additional Chief Secretary
of the Home Department
seeking deletion of two un-
numbered paragraphs in
the FIR. The paragraphs
mention the reinstatement
of the suspended assistant
police inspector Sachin
Vaze and the transfer of
some other police officers.

) GUNTUR MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

' e-Procurement Tender Notice |
E.T.N0.50/2021-22, Dt.18-06-2021

Bid Opening Date

Guntur Municipal Corporation is inviting online tenders through ‘e’
Procurement for the following works from the registered contractors. For more
Details visit @ (procurement market place) www.apeprocurement.gov.in

“g"P rement Tender 1-22
Total No. of works - M
Estimate Amount Rs.320.00 Lakhs

Bid Submission End Date - 03.00 PM on 03-07-2021
- 03.15PM on 03-07-2021

Sd/- Commissioner

Guntur Municipal Corporation

¢r=]—

RFP No. MAP_IT/HR/2021/1958

M.P. Madhyam/101043/2021

r MADHYA PRADESH AGENCY FOR PROMOTION

OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
(ARegd. Society of Govt. of M.P. Under Department of Science and Technology)
State IT Center, 47-A, Arera Hills, Bhopal - 462011 (M.P.)
Phone : +91-755-2518702, Fax : +91-755-2579824
Website : www.mapit.gov.in, E-mail : map_it@mp.nic.in

NOTICE REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

Bhopal, Dated: 18.06.2021

“RFP FOR EMPANELMENT OF AGENCIES TO
PROVIDE TECHNICAL TEAM TO MAP_IT”

MAP_IT invites proposals from suitable agencies for empanelment to
provide Technical Team as per the requirement of MAP_IT. For detailed
scope and other terms and condition, please refer the RFP document
available at https:/mptenders.gov.in/ and https://www.mapit.gov.in/.
Interested Agencies who qualify as per the criteria mentioned in the RFP
document, may submit their proposals online through https://
mptenders.gov.in only latest by 12th Jul 2021 till 3.00 pm.

Any updated, corrigendum, addendum etc. shall be made available only
at MPTenders portal and MAP_IT’ website.

ADDITIONAL CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Eleventh Anniversary

Birth : 22.11.1945

Shri R. Deivendran

Your Journey of life was a saga of
achievements, driven by the strong will to
excel through sheer hard work and wisdom,
You were the shining example of work never
being a waste, Your tireless efforts to achieve
Your goals is legendary.

You taught us all of these and we strive
today with your everlasting memory

Death: 19.6.2010

DEVENDRAN GROUP OF COMPANIES

Devendron Coal International Pvt.Ltd., Chennai, Coimbatore & Mumbai

Apoorva Logistics Pyt.Lid., Channa

Devendran Plastic Pyt.Lid., Sivakasi and Coimbatore
R.K.Deivendra NodarTrust Coimbatore

Deivam Pharma Distributors Combatore

»
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Fair assessment

What needs to be done with vaccines

Policy approaches must strike a balance between the achievement of health goals and exigencies of supply constraints

GEORGE THOMAS,
GAGANDEEP KANG &
JAYAPRAKASH MULIYIL

More detailed studies on wheth-
er the vaccines are continuing to
work, if yes, for how long, or
against new variants, will continue

that was initially implemented in
India, but the opening of the age
tiers has not kept pace with the
supply. The Government has not

gramme and conducting elec-
tions. Community leaders should
be empowered with information
and tools to broadcast the message

) . IR o accines have proventobeef-  tobe needed. We also need to con- - e — - revealed a clear road map of avail-  that the vaccine saves lives. The

The unprecedented Class 12 evfllletlon system \ / fective against the SARS- sider what we expect from vac- i a‘;—% eI ability of vaccines and their supply ~ central government has central-
must be an open book to inspire confidence CoV-2 virus in preventing se-  cines at different stages of the pan- 2 | 2% al to individual States. This has high-  ised vaccine purchase but must re-
rious illness and death. In an arti- demic. At the level of the 3! % = lighted the reluctance by the Go-  visit the private sector allocation

cle published in Nature Medicine individual, we expect vaccines to E S vernment of India to reveal infor- and cede distribution to States,

ith its marks tabulation framework for Class
\ ;& / 12 students encompassing three assessment
years starting with Class 10, the Central
Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has ended pro-
longed anxiety among lakhs of students. The Council
for the Indian School Certificate Examinations (CISCE)
has also developed a similar system. Student evaluation
after a chaotic pandemic year remains a challenge in all
countries, and many have opted for a hybrid system of
school-level internal assessments combined with any
examinations that may have been held. The CBSE
scheme, evolved to fulfil a Supreme Court mandate, dis-
tributes score weightage across the Class 10 public ex-
amination, the Class 11 annual test, and the Class 12
school tests in a 30:30:40 ratio for theory, and actual
score for internal assessment and practicals. This aims
to level out any aberrant phase in a student’s perfor-
mance. Since the marks considered from Class 10 will
be the average of the best three subjects among five,
students must feel reassured. When they wrote that ex-
amination, they had no inkling of the future impor-
tance of the score. A provision to take a Class 12 public
examination at a later date to attain a higher score when
the pandemic has waned should also have a calming ef-
fect. Evidently, there are some challenges to uniformly
implementing the CBSE plan, and its success hinges on
the approach of school result committees responsible
for inclusion of Class 12 marks. Uneven access to devic-
es and online connectivity in the final school year, with
an impact on scores or even resulting in non-appea-
rance must be resolved by the result committees.
Successful conclusion of Class 12 assessment, which
lacks the standardisation available in a public examina-
tion, and declaration of results by July 31 depend on re-
sult committees marking the theory segment transpa-
rently and moderating marks for the senior secondary
years based on the school’s performance over a period
of time. There is then the issue of fraud. Even in the
U.K., reports indicate influential parents brought pres-
sure on schools to give their wards an unfair hike in
grades in a similar mixed evaluation system, with veiled
threats of legal disputes. For fairness, CBSE mandates
the participation of external members on the result
committees, but it will take utmost openness to dispel
students’ apprehensions. State Boards waiting for the
central model for comparison also need to draw up sa-
feguards, including a dependable dispute resolution
process. Education boards were caught unawares last
year by the pandemic and could not evolve suitable
evaluation tools. Unfortunately, the course of the pan-
demic remains uncertain, and developing a continuous
assessment system for 2021-22 and beyond has become
a necessity. The CBSE has taken the lead on this, and
State Boards must not lose time in forming their own.

Coldeeace

The U.S., Russia must reset their relationship
to pragmatic levels and reduce tensions

he Geneva summit between U.S. President Joe Bi-
Tden and his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin,

on Wednesday, has set a pragmatic tone for en-
gagement between the two competing powers. Mr. Bi-
den had, in the past, called Mr. Putin “a killer”. Rela-
tions have hit the lowest point in recent years since the
end of the Cold War. The U.S. has accused Russia of in-
terfering in its elections and launching cyberattacks
and criticised its stifling of internal dissent, while Mos-
cow has slammed America’s “interventionist” foreign
policy. Despite these differences, the leaders held talks
on all critical issues, bringing diplomacy to the centre-
stage. After the summit, they have struck cautious opti-
mism that is rooted in self-interest. Mr. Biden sought a
more predictable, rational engagement, while Mr. Putin
said relations were “primarily pragmatic”. They have
decided to return their Ambassadors to the Embassies
and announced “a strategic stability dialogue” to dis-
cuss terms of arms control measures. While there was
no major breakthrough, which was not expected any-
way, they could at least demonstrate a willingness to
strengthen engagement and reduce tensions.

There are structural issues in the U.S.-Russia ties.
When Russia ended its post-Soviet strategic retreat and
adopted a more assertive foreign policy under Mr. Pu-
tin, partly in response to NATO expansion into eastern
Europe, the West saw it as a threat to its primacy. The
2008 Georgia war practically ended the romance bet-
ween “democratic Russia” and the West. The annexa-
tion of Crimea in 2014 renewed tensions. Russia was
thrown out of the G8, and western sanctions followed.
But such steps did not deter Mr. Putin. Ties hit rock bot-
tom after allegations that Russian intelligence units had
carried out cyberattacks and run an online campaign to
get Donald Trump elected President in the 2016 U.S.
election. Mr. Biden and Mr. Putin cannot resolve these
geopolitical and bilateral issues in one summit. But they

on June 9, an analysis of data from
the United Kingdom, gathered bet-
ween December 1, 2020 and April
30, 2021 when the alpha variant
was predominant, showed that the
AstraZeneca vaccine had an effec-
tiveness of 64% after one dose and
79% after two doses, in protecting
against severe illness and death. In
the same article ((https://go.na-
ture.com/3zBxR8x), the authors
also found that a previous infec-
tion with SARS-CoV-2 had a signifi-
cant protective effect against
re-infection.

Vaccine data

On June 14, Public Health England
released a report that showed that
the AstraZeneca vaccine had an ef-
fectiveness of 71% after one dose
and 92% after two doses in pro-
tecting from hospitalisation due to
the delta wvariant (https://
bit.ly/289kk7j). In the first report
of vaccine effectiveness from In-
dia, researchers from the Chris-
tian Medical College, Vellore, Ta-
mil Nadu, reported an analysis of
8,991 staff who had been vaccinat-
ed between January 21, 2021 and
April 30, 2021, predominantly
with Covishield, in the Mayo Clinic
Proceedings  (https://bit.ly/3qe-
CEsb). The protective effect of vac-
cination was 92% against need for
oxygen and 94% against need for
intensive care. There were no
deaths, but about 10% of those
who had received one or two dos-
es were infected. Although se-
quencing was not available, many
breakthrough infections were
probably due to the delta variant
strain. These data from the United
Kingdom and India show that the
Covishield vaccine is working
against the variants.

be safe and provide protection
from disease and death at least,
and preferably also from mild dis-
ease and infection. From the point
of view of public health, we expect
vaccines to decrease the burden of
illness and spread of infection. For
society, however, beyond the
needs of public health, the ability
to go back to productivity and so-
cial interactions also matters.
These different needs require poli-
cy approaches that balance the
achievement of health and societal
goals with the potential impact,
and the exigencies of supply con-
straints.

In a time of urgent need and
short supply, a clear and measura-
ble goal is essential. The prioritisa-
tion and delivery strategy needs to
align with the goal to achieve max-
imum impact. We have been so-
mewhat confused about the goal,
with early announcements of vac-
cinating 300 million people being
replaced by all adults. With the in-
crease in highly transmissible var-
iants, it is clear that to both pre-
vent disease and slow spread, we
will need to cover a larger propor-
tion of the population, possibly ex-
tending at a later stage to children.

On herd immunity

When vaccines seemed to be so-
mewhere in the future with no
predictability on timing or supply,
discussions on the pandemic fo-
cused on ‘herd immunity’ or the
percentage of the population that
needed to be infected or vaccinat-
ed in order to slow the spread of
infection. The Swedish strategy of
limited restrictions and the Great
Barrington declaration
(https://gbdeclaration.org/)  at-
tracted much opprobrium as ma-

GETTY IMAGES

ny scientific commentators consi-
dered it callous to follow a strategy
which meant that a lot of people
would get infected with the virus.
Herd immunity or herd effect or
herd protection is an often misun-
derstood term, but a key attribute
is that the more transmissible the
agent, the higher the level of the
population that needs to be infect-
ed or vaccinated. With the delta
variant, it is clear that the earlier
plan to vaccinate a smaller propor-
tion of the population is not ap-
propriate and reaching up to 85%
of the population might be neces-
sary. This implies that not only will
we have to consider all adults but
we should be planning for chil-
dren as well.

Long- and short-term goals
The control of infection in the
population is the long-term goal.
The short-term goal is to protect
individuals at highest risk and to
save lives. The deaths from CO-
VID-19 show clearly that those who
are the oldest are at the greatest
risk of severe disease and mortali-
ty, with distinct stratification of se-
verity by age, followed by those
with comorbidities such as dia-
betes mellitus and hypertension.
Yet, the risk of severe disease and
death among younger people,
though low, is not zero and there-
fore when large numbers of young
people get infected some of them
will die even with the best medical
management. Nonetheless, the
goal of preventing the maximum
number of severe cases and deaths
clearly requires an age descending
approach.

This was indeed the strategy

mation which would help in
formulating a predictable delivery
mechanism that could be com-
municated to citizens. Coupled
with the anti-science statements
made by those seen as close to the
Government, this has led to a sit-
uation where the public is con-
fused as to how best to cope with
the novel coronavirus pandemic.
With the promise of vaccines as at
least a partial solution, but with no
certainty on availability, doubt,
fear, anxiety and depression are
widespread.

To move forward, we must ac-
cept that it is extremely unlikely
that we will achieve the goal of vac-
cinating every adult by the end of
2021. Therefore, based on the
principles of public health, we
must vaccinate those most at risk
from serious illness and death
first. Based on population pyra-
mid data, we can extrapolate that
there are about 360 million above
the age of 45 years. Even though
recent data from the United King-
dom with the delta variant indi-
cates a slightly lower effectiveness
against severe disease requiring
hospitalisation with a single dose
(71% with one dose and 92% with
two doses), the high rates of pre-
vious exposures in India may
make it feasible to immunise a
large part of our population with a
single dose, at least initially
(https://bit.ly/35VIjAG).

Rural focus

The final prioritisation and ap-
proach should be modelled before
policy is made and implemented,
but for delivery, a rural focus is
key. We must take the vaccine to
every village, building on the ex-
periences of the pulse polio pro-

providing support when request-
ed. The CoWIN app must not be a
limiting factor on access to the
vaccine.

Evidence, models, good data
As more vaccines become availa-
ble the vaccination policy must be
adapted quickly to changing cir-
cumstances. We must generate
evidence and develop models to
design the appropriate vaccina-
tion strategy for younger popula-
tions. If cases are climbing in a par-
ticular region, we should direct
vaccine doses there to protect as
much of the population as possi-
ble and decrease both disease and
further spread. High vaccination
coverage in cities may protect ru-
ral areas. Some professions are
most likely to spread infection and
should therefore be prioritised for
vaccination.

Finally, the Government must
trust its citizens and share the in-
formation that is solely available to
it. A notable aspect of the pandem-
ic is the absence of credible data
from the government. This has led
to speculative ideas based on poor
or poorly understood information
and misinformation. The manage-
ment of the pandemic has been se-
verely impacted by this lack of
granular, interpretable, actionable
data. We need to restore society to
normalcy. Good data, or the abili-
ty to measure what matters, is the
key.

Dr. George Thomas is the former editor of
“The Indian Journal of Medical Ethics’,

Dr. Gagandeep Kang is Professor,
Wellcome Trust Research Laboratory at
the Christian Medical College, Vellore; Dr.
Jayaprakash Muliyil is former Principal of
the Christian Medical College, Vellore

[n India, looking beyond the binary to a spectrum

A delay in the provision of marriage rights to same-sex couples would fall foul of constitutional guarantees, judgments

MANURAJ] SHUNMUGASUNDARAM

ast month, when the cases
Lsurrounding the question of
same-sex marriages came up
before the High Court of Delhi, the
Union Government was found to
be dithering. The Solicitor General
of India made himself available on-
ly to request the court to have the
matter adjourned on the ground
that it was not urgent. Though the
Union Government argued that
the matter was not important in
the context of the second wave of
COVID-19 cases, it overlooked the
basic notion that the plight of per-
sons in same-sex and queer rela-
tionships looking after each other
— without the legal protection of
marital relationships — was exacer-
bated by the pandemic. In any
case, it is a matter of some con-
cern that the Union Government
does not find urgency in a matter
of extending civil rights to a class
of persons who have approached a
constitutional court.
Nevertheless, given the march
of law — both international and
domestic — in the direction of ex-
panding human rights, jurispru-
dence necessarily means that the
provision of marriage rights to
same-sex and queer couples is on-
ly a matter of time. Any further de-
lay in doing so would fall foul of
our constitutional guarantees,
judgments rendered by various
High Courts and evolving interna-
tional jurisprudence.
The last two decades have wit-
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nessed tremendous progress in es-
tablishing civil rights for the
LGBTQIA+ community.

International jurisprudence
In 2005, the Constitutional Court
of South Africa in the case of Minis-
ter of Home Affairs and Another vs
Fourie and Another; Lesbian and
Gay Equality Project and Eighteen
Others vs Minister of Home Affairs
and Others [2005] ZACC 19, unani-
mously held that the common law
definition of marriage i.e. “a union
of one man with one woman” was
inconsistent with the Constitution
of the Republic of South Africa,
1996. Consequently, the Parlia-
ment of South Africa was given 12
months to amend the Marriage Act
25 of 1961, failing which the Mar-
riage Act would stand amended,
by virtue of the decision of the
Constitutional Court, to include
the words “or spouse” after the
words “or husband”. As a result of
the verdict, the Civil Union Act,
2006 was enacted, enabling the
voluntary union of two persons
above 18 years of age, by way of
marriage.

In 2007 in Australia, the re-
forms to civil rights of queer com-
munity were prompted by the Ho-
nourable Michael Kirby (then
judge of the High Court of Austra-
lia) writing to the Attorney-Gener-
al of Australia asking for the judi-
cial pension scheme to be
extended to his gay partner of 38
years (at that time). After initial op-
position from the Federal Govern-
ment, the Same-Sex Relationships
(Equal Treatment in Common-
wealth Laws - General Law Re-
form) Act 2008 came to be enact-
ed to provide provide equal
entitlements for same-sex couples
in matters of, inter alia, social se-
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curity, employment and taxation.
Similarly, in England and Wales,
the Marriage (Same Sex Couples)
Act 2013 enabled same-sex cou-
ples to marry in civil ceremonies
or with religious rites.

More recently, in 2015, the Su-
preme Court of the United States
decided that the fundamental
right to marry is guaranteed to
same-sex couples. The case of
Obergefell vs Hodges ushered in a
landmark shift in the American
position and allowing same-sex
marriages to be recognised and
treated on a par with opposite-sex
marriages. While doing so, the Su-
preme Court of the United States
held the denial of marriage rights
to same-sex couples to be a “grave
and continuing harm, serving to
disrespect and subordinate gays
and lesbians”. Across the world,
the recognition of the unequal
laws discriminating against the
LGBTQIA+ community has acted
as a trigger to reform and moder-
nise legal architecture to become
more inclusive and equal.

Courts and civil rights

In India, marriages solemnised un-
der personal laws such as the Hin-
du Marriage Act, 1955, Indian
Christian Marriage Act, 1872, Mus-
lim Personal Law (Shariat) Appli-
cation Act, 1937 and so on. At pre-
sent, though same-sex and queer

marriages are not clearly recog-
nised in India, we are not bereft of
judicial guidance. In the case of
Arunkumar and Sreeja vs The In-
spector General of Registration and
Ors. [W.P.(MD)No. 4125 of 2019 &
W.P.(MD)No. 3220 of 2019], the
Madurai Bench of the High Court
of Madras employed a beneficial
and purposive interpretation hold-
ing that the term ‘bride’ under the
Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 includes
transwomen and intersex persons
identifying as women. Therefore,
a marriage solemnised between a
male and a transwoman, both pro-
fessing the Hindu religion, is
deemed to be a valid marriage un-
der the Act. The import of this
judgment cannot be overstated as
it expands the scope of a term
used in the Hindu Marriage Act,
1955 in a progressive manner and
sets the stage for re-imagining
marriage rights of the LGBTQIA+
community.

The judgment of the Madras
High Court builds on the tenets
laid down by the Supreme Court of
India in Shafin Jahan vs Asokan
K.M. and Others AIR 2018 SC 1933
(Hadiya case), wherein the right to
choose and marry a partner was
considered to be a constitutionally
guaranteed freedom. By doing so,
the Supreme Court held that the
“intimacies of marriage lie within
a core zone of privacy, which is in-
violable” and that “society has no
role to play in determining our
choice of partners”.

The only logical interpretation
from reading these cases together,
it is apparent that any legal or stat-
utory bar to same-sex and queer
marriages must necessarily be
held to be unconstitutional and
specifically violative of Articles 14,
15 and 21 of the Constitution of In-

dia. No longer can the position of
the Union Government that mar-
riage is a bond between “a biolog-
ical man and a biological woman”
be tenable.

Expanding scope of marriage
The domain of marriages, includ-
ing religious marriages, cannot be
immune to reform and review.
Self-respect marriages were legal-
ised in Tamil Nadu (and subse-
quently, in Puducherry) through
amendments to the Hindu Mar-
riage Act, 1955. Self-respect mar-
riages, commonly conducted
among those who are part of the
Dravidian Movement, have done
away with priests and religious
symbols such as fire or saptapadi.
Instead, solemnisation of self-res-
pect marriages only requires an
exchange of rings or garlands or
tying of the mangalsutra. Such re-
form of the Hindu Marriage Act,
1955 to bring self-respect marriag-
es under its very umbrella, is seen
as a strong move towards breaking
caste-based practices within the
institution of marriage.

Similarly, understanding the
needs of the LGBTQIA+ communi-
ty today, the law must now expand
the institution of marriage to in-
clude all gender and sexual identi-
ties. At least 29 countries in the
world have legalised same-sex
marriage. It is time that India
thinks beyond the binary and re-
views its existing legal architecture
in order to legalise marriages irres-
pective of gender identity and sex-
ual orientation.

Manuraj Shunmugasundaram is
Spokesperson, Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam and Advocate, High Court of
Madpras. Inputs from Vadhana Bhaskar,
advocate
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can certainly take measures to prevent relations from Assessment formula this year. That said, one determined only by creativity and analytical of the day in Indian online, scan the QR code
worsening. For the U.S., the cyberattacks are a red line. The Supreme Court’s wonders how‘Class 10 examinations. Students’ abilities. As the disruptions democracy. No party is
Russia, which had amassed troops on the Ukraine bor- approval of the CBSE’s marks can fit into .Clasg 12 abilities and. skills are not by COVID-19 are likely tolead  above board. Yesterday, out in the open.
der earlier this year, sees NATO’s expansion into its bor- formula (along with the assessment especially in often taken into to a review of our present those who talked of BRI B. GOYAL,

. > £ ICSE’s) to assess the subjects such as business consideration. Content- education and examination accountability and Ludhiana, Punjab
der region as a threat. Both countries should be ready performance of Class 12 studies, accountancy, etc, based assessments and systems, it could be a transparency in public life

to address their critical concerns and agree to a cold
peace, which would help in addressing other geopoliti-
cal problems such as Syria. The U.S. should be less pes-
simistic about Russia’s foreign policy goals. Whether
the Americans like it or not, Russia, despite its wea-
kened economic status, remains a great power. Mr. Pu-
tin should also realise that if his goal is to restore Rus-
sia’s lost glory in global politics, he should be ready to
cooperate with the West. Permanent hostility with oth-
er powers cannot be of much help to Russia.

students this year is
welcome, given the
circumstances (Page 1, June
18). The pandemic has
taught students an
important lesson: that they
cannot count on the usual
eleventh hour preparations,
as they should have
performed well consistently
in the last three years to
score good marks/grades

which they would not have
studied in Class 10. The
evaluation would not reflect
the correct performance.

S. RAMAKRISHNASAYEE,
Chennai

m The disruption caused by
the pandemic offers lessons
to the Government, school
boards and the education
sector. Marks and grades are

evaluations do not give a
clear picture of skills and
competence. Instead of
giving importance to
theoretical aspects of
subjects, utility and practical
aspects of knowledge must
be focused on. Education
must never be reduced to
textbook-based information,
and rote-learning. It must
develop critical thinking,

VENU G.S.,

blessing in disguise.

Kalluvathukkal, Kollam, Kerala

has become a normal

Political opportunism
Political leaders and party
members switching parties
in election times and then
doing it all over again as a
result of greed for political
power as well as monetary
gains has become the order

practice in the political

to almost every State,

are at the forefront of deal
making. Rank opportunism

conduct of our leaders who
seldom care about voter
sentiments. Aaya Ram Gaya
Ram politics, once popular
in Haryana, has now spread

courtesy an ambitious BJP
whose double standards are

»

Nadal’s decision

Rafael Nadal’s decision to
pull out of Wimbledon and
the Olympics ‘to prolong his
career’ defies logic as he is
already 35. He should have a
go at every Major. The race is
against Novak Djokovic with
a bunch of talented
youngsters right behind.

V. LAKSHMANAN,
Tirupur, Tamil Nadu
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illage basking in vaccine glory

Viewan in Kashmir has become the first village in India to vaccinate all its people with the first dose against COVID-19. Peerzada Ashiq reports on the challenges
faced by officials in turning a reluctant village in a remote area into a role model for the country

Dr Jehangeer Ahmad interacts with a local, Zaveri Bano, in the first week of June in Viewan village, Bandipora, north Kashmir. (Below): Neelofar Jan, a public health worker, vaccinates people near Athwatoo village in Bandipora district. =nissar AHmAD

3-km dirt track from Bandipora
Atown allows vehicles passage to
I the whooshing Madhumati
stream at Athwatoo village near the
foothills of the Himalayas. The stream is
noisy and in full flow — the glaciers near-
by are melting fast under the warmth of
the June sun in north Kashmir.

Across the stream, there are multiple
narrow pony tracks on steep slopes.
They lead to Viewan village, about 35
km away from the Bandipora district
headquarters. On foot from Athwatoo,
Viewan’s last house is 11 km away. From
here, the glaciers feeding the stream
suddenly become visible and look like
shimmering mirrors.

On the pony tracks, human habita-
tion is visible first in Tangtari after 3 km
of trekking. This cluster of 12 families is
in the lower flank of Viewan village.

About 2 km away, Taziyat Jan and her
daughter Naziya Jan sit in a two-storey
mud-and-wood house buttressed
against a slope in the midst of a dense
forest. In this village — quaint, inaccessi-
ble and quiet — Taziyat has received her
first shot of the COVID-19 vaccine. “I had
heard a lot of negative things about the
vaccine. I was hesitant at first, but doc-
tors counselled us and motivated us to
take it. They said the vaccination certif-
icates are going to be an important doc-
ument to move around and visit offices.
So, I agreed,” she says.

Viewan shot into the limelight on
June 7 when it was declared India’s first
vaccinated village against COVID-19.
Everyone aged 18 and above has re-
ceived their first dose of the COVID-19
vaccine. This glory has led to a big push
for a pro-vaccine movement in Kashmir.

A remote village

There are 710 adults — 348 of them aged
above 45 years and 362 above 18 years —
in and around Viewan village. Unlike
the rest of the country, where fear of the
virus prevails and lockdowns are still in
effect, the local farmers and herders in
the village have resumed a normal rou-
tine with some confidence.

Nawab Gojri, Taziyat’s husband, got
vaccinated in the first week of June. He
then left on an arduous journey to G.G.
Gali along with his cattle comprising
500 sheep. The upper reaches have un-
touched, green meadows where the cat-
tle enjoy grazing. Back home, a fero-
cious dog keeps watch against any
attack by bears.

“I had fever and dizziness after get-
ting vaccinated, but it subsided quickly.
My husband and I feel fine now. I am
worried for my daughter who has suf-
fered from a foot disease since child-
hood. The treatment is expensive, and
we have dropped the idea of visiting any
hospital,” Taziyat says.

Taziyat, like most inhabitants of Vie-
wan, does not possess a radio, televi-
sion or mobile phone. Only a few villag-
ers have radio sets and trek to points
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where they can catch a signal. With no
communication access, information
about the virus trickled in through a few
locals like Rafig Rehman. A farmer in his
30s, Rafiq knew that something terrible
was unfolding in the plains throughout
the year and people were dying. “I first
heard about the pandemic on the radio
in March,” Rehman says. Rehman and
his family decided then that they would
not venture towards the town.

Taziyat first came to know about the
virus when doctors started streaming
into the village in the last week of May.
“Doctors told me that there is this dis-
ease which can kill us. They said if a per-
son contracts it, the whole village can
be wiped out. But Allah will take care of
us now. We had no case of COVID-19 last
year or this year,” Taziyat says.

The topography of Viewan village
may have helped it to escape the fast-
spreading pandemic in Bandipora dis-
trict. It is a small village, remote, and
landlocked. But for the same reasons, it
has been a daunting task for the officials
to vaccinate its population.

Shedding the Wuhan tag

Bandipora district has a population of
3.92 lakh, according to the 2011 Census.
Ninety-eight people have died of CO-
VID-19 in the district so far. Thirty-six of
them died in the second wave this year
among the 4,338 people who tested
positive until June 15.

The Deputy Commissioner of Ban-
dipora, Dr Owais Ahmad, believes in ag-
gressive sampling. This is what has
helped keep the mortality rate low in
this district. At least 2,44,215 samples,
including 1,33,152 this year, have been
collected since the pandemic outbreak.
The sample size is equal to 62.2% of the
total population of the district.

“Around 90% of the 45-plus age
group has been covered so far. Exten-
sive sampling, isolation of positive pa-
tients and strict preventive measures
have all helped the district control the
spread of the virus,” Ahmad says. The
district administration also worked on
setting up a five-bed COVID-19 Care
Centre in every panchayat.

Last year, though, things were diffe-
rent for the district. Bandipora was la-
belled the ‘Wuhan of Kashmir’ when
about 90% of the population in Gund Ja-
hangir village, which has 1,500 people,
tested positive for the virus in May-June.

“I still remember when the houses in

»

Gund Jahangir village emptied out and
most of the people were shifted to qua-
rantine centres last year. We dreaded
walking through the streets and fields of
Gund Jahangir,” says Dr Masarat Igbal
Wani, Block Medical Officer, Bandipora.

Wani, backed by Ahmad, was keen to
not only get rid of this label but also beat
the virus. The team began to work on a
model, now known as the Viewan mo-
del, to battle the pandemic. The thrust,
Wani says, was to create a chain of re-
source persons who could dispel the va-
rious myths about the vaccine, develop
a rapport with the hesitant population,
and convey the importance of vaccina-
tion before convincing the people to
take the jab.

“We chose Viewan among 29 other
remote villages of Bandipora because
even if a single COVID-19-affected per-
son made his or her entry into these
pockets, it would have been catastroph-
ic. It would have been very difficult for
the affected population to reach the
nearest medical centres in the plains.
Vaccinating them was like creating a
buffer wall, which we did,” Wani says.

All 267 villagers in the main cluster of
Viewan village have been vaccinated
with Covishield. In the other 28 villages,
the 45-plus population has been inocu-
lated with one dose.

The Viewan model

The officials decided to first sensitise
the population. They chose locals to in-
fluence the villagers, initiated vaccina-
tion drives, and sent a dedicated team
of medical practitioners door-to-door
for inoculation. Doctors were stationed
nearby to address medical complica-
tions arising from vaccination.

Around 600 people of the Bandipora
health department split into 60 teams
to vaccinate the population. The popu-
lation aged 45 and above is nearing
100% inoculation this week. The pace of
the drive for people aged 18 and above
has slowed down due to a low stock of
vaccines.

It was one such team comprising doc-

tors, one auxiliary nurse midwife, an ac-
credited social health activist worker,
an anganwadi worker, a booth-level of-
ficer, teachers, sarpanchs, panchs,
block development council members
and voluntary influencers that visited
Viewan on May 21 with a narrative and a
method.

“There was hesitancy among the
population regarding the vaccine. They
had heard that some scientist had
warned that people will die within two
years of taking the vaccine,” says Wani.
Many men hid in the jungles to escape
getting vaccinated. “We managed to
vaccinate only six people in the village,
including the sarpanch, on our first
trip,” he says.

Bagh Hussain, the sarpanch, says he
could not sleep the night after inocula-
tion. “We had heard that our limbs
would fall off, we would die, etc. I was
traumatised by these thoughts. But I
realised that I need to show faith in the
doctors to ensure that my community is
safe from the virus,” he says.

For the next 10 days after the first vi-
sit, the team did not disturb the village.
It was in the first week of June that the
team returned with more evidence. All
the doctors and paramedical staff car-
ried videos of people being vaccinated
to earn the trust of the villagers. “Once
we were back in the village, we called all
the six people who had been vaccinated
10 days earlier to tell us how they feel.
The live demonstration worked for the
rest of the population,” Wani says.

The team had another problem: all
the elders in the village would either go
to the fields or the upper reaches to
graze cattle during the day. “So, we de-
cided to do door-to-door vaccination at
night. The sarpanch, who was vaccinat-
ed in the first trip, accompanied us to
ensure that there was no communica-
tion gap,” Wani says.

The vaccination drive would start af-
ter sundown and continue well into
midnight. As there was no accommoda-
tion available in this remote village, the
female staff of the health department

stayed with the families, and the male
staff stayed at the Viewan high school
building. The building has been empty
since the second wave hit India: all the
80-odd students enrolled there are at
home. The entire population was vacci-
nated within three days and two nights.

Recalling the tour of the village, Je-
hangeer Ahmad, who is in his 20s, says
he started trekking around 8 a.m. and
reached the village around 12:30 p.m. It
was not easy to develop a connection
with the villagers immediately.

“We started a free medical camp
once we reached the village. People
started trooping in. Most women were
anaemic. We addressed their chronic
diseases. At the same time, we made
them understand that vaccine certifi-
cates would help people access govern-
ment offices in the future besides saving
their lives,” Ahmad says.

Neelofar Jan, 30, a public health
worker who vaccinated the villagers,
has blisters from the arduous trek but
that did not deter her from raising
awareness about the vaccines. She says
the women were very hesitant.

“We sat with them and educated
them by providing a lot of details. We
gave them a patient hearing. The big-
gest concern among women was infer-
tility. We told them that this vaccine was
like other vaccines which they had re-
ceived as children to fight polio and
measles. We told them that it is an im-
munity booster. Some people shut their
doors but then, slowly, everyone started
opening their doors to us,” Jan says.

The task of sensitising the population
was not possible without a local influen-
cer. Azad Hussain Sheikh, a government
teacher who has worked as a booth-le-
vel officer during elections since 2008,
had developed a rapport with the popu-
lation. “I have visited Viewan many
times. People know me and have faith in
me. [ used that influence to reinforce a
pro-vaccine narrative. It worked,”
Sheikh says.

Only 10 pregnant women could not
be vaccinated in Viewan as the govern-
ment has not yet approved of a policy to
inoculate this segment. “When we vac-
cinated the entire eligible population of
the village, we did not know that it
would be the first village in the country
to get this tag. We are very happy to
achieve this feat. It was a joint effort bet-
ween the top officials of the administra-
tion and grassroots representatives,”
Ahmad says.

Since the village has no Internet,
there was no way the team could regis-
ter the details online. Details were writ-
ten manually on a file at the spot.
“Three days later, when the staff re-
turned, the data were fed into the appli-
cation for an official record,” Wani says.

A pro-vaccine movement
The focus on Viewan has spurred a pro-
vaccine movement in Bandipora dis-

trict. Majaz Hassan Khan, a candidate
from Banakoot who lost the block deve-
lopment council polls, says he used the
technique deployed during electioneer-
ing in his block to get people vaccinat-
ed. “I went door-to-door and pleaded
with the people to get vaccinated, just
like T would do to seek votes. When a
medical team is backed by the political
class in such initiatives, it does multiply
the effect,” Khan says.

The Viewan model is being replicated
across Bandipora. Health workers have
drafted elaborate plans to go and inocu-
late people at night in far-off villages like
Kundara, Chandaji and Sumlar where
menfolk work in the fields during the
day or take cattle for grazing.

“Late evening and midnight inocula-
tions have proved successful in far-off
villages. We need to design our vaccina-
tion plan according to the requirement
of the population. Each village, semi-ur-
ban and urban pocket may require a dif-
ferent approach,” Wani says.

About 27 km away from Wani’s hospi-
tal at the district headquarters, shikaras
(small wooden boats) are decked up,
with blue boxes of vaccines placed safe-
ly at one end. Wearing personal protec-
tion equipment, doctors and paramedi-
cal staff have decided to create a vaccine
buffer in and around Wular lake, India’s
third largest freshwater lake.

At Kolhama, an island in the lake,
doctors took samples to check if the
population has been affected by the vi-
rus. After this examination, healthcare
workers started vaccinating about
2,400 people. In another cluster of Zuri-
manz, 250 fishermen were vaccinated
when they were out fishing in the lake
during the day.

Bandipora’s influencers, like kick-
boxing champion Tajamul Islam, 13, are
also out on the streets to encourage
those above 18 to line up for vaccina-
tion. “We can only defeat the virus by
getting a jab,” Islam says.

The Viewan model has impressed the
Bombay High Court too. On June 12,
while hearing a petition, the court un-
derlined the need to look at the door-to-
door vaccination programme carried
out successfully by Jammu and Kashmir
and Kerala, with special reference to the
country’s first village that has got vacci-
nated. “How is it that individual States
like Kerala and Jammu and Kashmir
have introduced and are successfully
doing door-to-door vaccination? What
is the Centre’s comment on the Kerala
and Jammu and Kashmir pattern?” the
Bench asked.

Unaware of the glory, Taziyat keeps
looking at the sky-touching ridges of the
Bandipora mountains where her vacci-
nated husband has gone to graze the
cattle. “I am waiting for him to return
safely with healthy cattle. We need to
earn money to treat our daughter. I
hope everyone gets vaccinated and the
pandemic ends,” she says.
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SC refuses to intervene
on bail for activists

“A 100-page judgment [by
the High Court] in a bail ap-
plication discussing all the
laws, that is what is trou-
bling..,” Justice Gupta ob-
served.

Additional Solicitor Gen-
eral Aman Lekhi, also for
the government, said the
High Court imputed ambi-
guity to Section 15 of the
UAPA, which defines a “ter-
rorist act”.

Justice Gupta said, “We
understand the way the Act
has been interpreted [by
the High Court] requires to
be examined”.

Mr. Mehta said, “The HC
says eventually the riots
were controlled, so it does
not come under UAPA....
Now someone puts a bomb
somewhere and it is de-
fused by the police, is the
intensity of the case les-

sened? If I kill somebody,
should I be booked only un-
der Section 302 IPC [mur-
der] and not UAPA even if
my act comes under the de-
finition of a ‘terrorist act’.”
The law officer was ques-
tioning the High Court’s re-
marks that the provisions of
the UAPA are being casually
used by the government
when charges under con-
ventional penal laws such
as the IPC would very well
do. Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for the stu-
dents, said “I think the Sol-
icitor General has a lot to
say, we too have a lot to
say.... In the meantime, let
us not treat it [High Court
judgment] as a precedent”.
The court posted the go-
vernment appeal for de-
tailed hearing on the week
commencing from July 19.

Twitter grilled by MPs
over violation of IT Rules

The U.P. Police has ruled out
the communal angle in the
incident. The BJP members
accused Twitter of showing
bias against the saffron par-
ty, alleging that their fact
checkers are more inclined
to blame BJP instead of fight-
ing fake news.

Sources said that Twitter
officials informed the panel
that the fact checking is
done by a third party and
not by Twitter itself.

Following the meeting, a
Twitter spokesperson in a
statement said, “We appre-

ciate the opportunity to
share our views before the
Standing Committee on In-
formation Technology.
Twitter stands prepared to
work with the Committee
on the important work of sa-
feguarding citizens' rights
online in line with our prin-
ciples of transparency, free-
dom of expression, and pri-
vacy. We will also continue
working alongside the In-
dian Government as part of
our shared commitment to
serve and protect the public
conversation.”

Buzz over Centre’s
outreach to J&K parties
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Mehbooba Mufti and Farooq Abdullah were among those at

. .

arecent meeting of the Gupkar alliance. =nissar AHMAD

Sources said both the Na-
tional Conference (NC) and
the Peoples Democratic Par-
ty (PDP), key constituents of
the Gupkar alliance, are
weighing their options in
case a political process is an-
nounced by the Centre. The
PDP is likely to hold a meet-
ing of its leaders to “take
stock of the situation and
decide whether to attend it
or not”.

Sources said the consti-
tuents of the Gupkar al-
liance lack consensus on
what terms to engage with
Delhi and how to bridge the
mistrust, sources said. NC
president Dr. Farooq Abdul-

Exploring real-world issues will

lah, who was summoned
and his property was at-
tached by the Enforcement
Directorate in a case, has al-
so dropped broad hints at
engaging Delhi. Sources said
Dr. Abdullah, also president
of the Gupkar alliance, is
likely to call a meeting of the
constituents of the amalgam
in coming days.

The Centre ended J&K’s
special constitutional posi-
tion on August 5, 2019. It
was followed by a major
crackdown and jailing of the
mainstream leaders politi-
cal parties, including Dr. Ab-
dullah, Omar Abdullah and
Mehbooba Mulfti.

from W.B. violence case

Justice Indira Banerjee recuses herself from hearing plea

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Justice Indira Banerjee on
Friday withdrew from hear-
ing a petition filed by the fa-
milies of two BJP activists
killed allegedly in the post
poll violence in West Bengal.

Justice Banerjee was
heading a Vacation Bench,
which also comprised Jus-
tice M.R. Shah.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta asked whether the
case could be placed before
another Bench for hearing
on Tuesday.

“The Registry will de-
cide,” Justice Shah said.

The case was heard by
another Vacation Bench of
Justices Vineet Saran and
B.R. Gavai in May, in the first
half of the summer holidays.
It had then come up routine-
ly before Justice Banerjee’s
Bench.

On May 25, the State go-
vernment informed the Jus-
tice Saran Bench that FIRs

SC requests Calcutta

Top court will
consider appeals
on June 22

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day agreed to hear on June
22 appeals filed by West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Mamata

Justice Indira Banerjee

had been registered and sev-
eral arrests made in connec-
tion with the incidents. That
Bench asked the State to file
an affidavit.

A joint petition was filed
by Biswajit Sarkar and Swar-
nalata Adhikari. Mr. Biswajit
is the brother of deceased
Abhijit Sarkar and Ms. Swar-
nalata, the widow of Haran
Adhikari. They have alleged
“total inaction” and even
“subversion” of the investi-
gation on the part of the
West Bengal administration
and the police.

Banerjee and Law Minister
Moloy Ghatak against the
Calcutta High Court’s refusal
to immediately consider
their affidavits countering al-
legations about their role on
the day of arrest of four Tri-
namool Congress leaders by
the CBI in the Narada sting
tape case.

A Vacation Bench of Jus-

INTERVIEW | NATASHA NARWAL

‘Repression has not silenced voices of struggle’

It only exposes the fragility of the ruling regime and its anti-people character, says student activist

ASHOK KUMAR

Jawaharlal Nehru University
student and Pinjra Tod acti-
vist Natasha Narwal, who
was released from Tihar Jail
on Thursday after more than
a year of incarceration in a
case pertaining to the north-
east Delhi riots, says seeing
the struggle of other inmates
without support systems has
humbled her and streng-
thened the commitment to
ensure that injustice does
not go unchallenged.

You have been in jail for
more than a year. How does it
feel to finally breathe free?

m [t feels good but still un-
real. The joy of seeing our
friends and loved ones is
tinged with the pain of know-
ing that so many people con-
tinue to be unjustly incarcer-
ated. Our minds also keep
going back to the many other
inmates and the children we
spent so much time with
who still remain behind
bars. Yet, we were exhilarat-
ed to look at the open night
sky.

shape students into leaders

Experts pitch for sustainability to be taught in colleges

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

As part of its Career Coun-
selling 2021 series, held in
association with The Hindu
Group, the Hindustan Insti-
tute of Technology and
Science (HITS) hosted a we-
binar on ‘Why sustainability
must be a part of manage-
ment education’.

Dr. David Easow, Deputy
Director, International Af-
fairs, HITS, said teaching
real-world problems and
finding solutions for them
shape students into better
leaders and make for a sus-
tainable business world.
“We all care for our environ-
ment and may not be fully
aware of the situation in and
around us, and thereby not
know how to solve it. We
must focus on sustainability
and the skills to create a bet-
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ter future and should be
able to tackle global chal-
lenges,” he added.

Dr. Miniya Chatterjee,
CEO, Sustain Labs, had a
question for the audience.
What did sustainability
mean when it was first
coined 200 years ago? They
were referring to food, she
said, adding, “The meaning
of  sustainability  has
changed and moved away
from academics. It’s difficult
to find universities pushing
research on sustainability.
The greatest need is for sus-
tainable policies and busi-
nesses need education to be

»

backing them. The good
news is that there are a few
institutions moving in the
right direction.”

Dr. Manav Subodh, Co-
founder 1Mi1B, and Global
Ambassador SCET, Universi-
ty of California, Berkeley,
struck a cautionary note.
“Sustainability is the buzz-
word today but tread with
care,” he said. Green jobs
and green entrepreneurship
were something students
needed to know about. “We
need a world that cares for
all. Each one of us should
engage and ask ourselves
what we are doing and
bringing to the table?” he
suggested.

At the end, the panellists
fielded questions from the
audience. The session can
be viewed at https://
bit.ly/2S6kaNQ

Your release from jail was
also not without some last-
minute hiccups and alleged
attempts by Delhi Police to
further delay it. Your
comments.

m We had prepared our-
selves for spending a long
time inside, given how one
has seen acts like UAPA keep-
ing people inside for a long
time and making bail very
difficult, so despite the de-
lays this is still unexpected.
We are grateful for the Delhi
High Court judgment which
has been a big step forward
for us.

How has one year in jail
changed you as a person and
an activist?

m This past year in jail has
brought many lessons that
will remain with us for a long
time. The love and support
that people gave us — both
inside and from outside —
has been deeply inspiring. At
the same time seeing the
struggle of other inmates
who do not have any strong
support systems outside or
even proper legal counsel

Shah reviews
development
work in J&K

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Home Minister Amit Shah
on Friday reviewed various
development projects of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Mr. Shah said all-round
development and welfare
of the people of J&K was
the top priority of the
Centre. He also congratu-
lated the Lieutenant-Go-
vernor, Manoj Sinha, and
his team for achieving 76%
vaccination across the Un-
ion Territory.

“The Home Minister im-
pressed upon speedy com-
pletion of the Prime Minis-
ter’s development
package, flagship and icon-
ic projects and industrial
development  projects,”
said a Ministry of Home Af-
fairs release. The Home Mi-
nister said all the farmers
should be provided bene-
fits of the schemes being
implemented for them.

“The murders happened
on the same day the As-
sembly election results were
declared. The police stood
by idly... The investigation
into the crimes needs to be
transferred to the CBI or SIT
and requires court-monitor-
ing,” senior advocate Ma-
hesh Jethmalani, for the rela-
tives, had submitted.

The petition alleged that
there was “indiscriminate”
killing of innocent people in
West Bengal following the
election results by the “ven-
geful” ruling party in the
State.

The State countered in
the affidavit that these false
allegations of State complici-
ty were drawn on the basis
of hearsay reports dissemi-
nated on social media by
miscreants. The top court
was misled about the law
and order situation in West
Bengal and the petitions
“reek of political motiva-
tion”, it stated.

TMC seeks transfer of Mamata’s
plea on Nandigram poll result

Judge assigned to hear petition has links with BJP, it alleges

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA

The Trinamool Congress on
Friday alleged that the judge
assigned to hear the election
petition filed by Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee on the
Nandigram poll results had
links with the BJP, and
sought the shifting of the
matter to a different Bench.

In a letter addressed to
the office of Acting Chief Jus-
tice of Calcutta High Court
Rajesh Bindal, counsel for
Ms. Banerjee asked for the
“reassignment of the elec-
tion petition so as to avoid
any prejudice and presump-
tion of prejudice against my
client”.

Several Trinamool Con-
gress leaders, including par-
ty spokesperson Derek O’
Brien, tweeted photographs
alleging that Justice Kausik
Chanda shared stage with
the State BJP president.
They also took to social me-
dia sharing a list of cases
where Justice Chanda ap-

Mamata Banerjee at an
election rally in Nandigram
on March 28, 2021.

peared as a lawyer repre-
senting the BJP.

“Justice Kaushik Chanda
is seen sharing a stage with
BJP’s @DilipGhoshBJP. Un-
surprisingly, he’s also the
judge who has been as-
signed to hear the #Nandi-
gram case. As the Indian jud-
iciary system gets murkier
day by day, will there be any
justice in this case? Only
time will tell,” the Trinamool
Congress tweeted from its
official handle.

Responding to the allega-
tions, the BJP’s State unit
said the Trinamool Congress

was trying to interfere in the
judicial process by creating
pressure on the judiciary.

Advocate and Rajya Sabha
member of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) Bi-
kash Ranjan Bhattacharya
said judges took oath under
the Constitution, and which
parties they represented as
lawyers was completely im-
material.

Earlier in the day, Ms. Ba-
nerjee’s petition challenging
the election of the BJP’s Su-
vendu Adhikari from Nandi-
gram was mentioned before
the Bench of Justice Chanda.
Soumendra Nath Mukher-
jee, counsel for Ms. Baner-
jee, suggested that the mat-
ter be kept for next week.
The court agreed to hear the
matter on June 24.

Justice Chanda directed
that the Registrar shall file a
report before the court as to
whether the petition had
been filed in conformity
with the Representation of
People Act.

HC to defer hearing in Narada sting case

tices Hemant Gupta and V.
Ramasubramanian request-
ed the High Court to defer its
scheduled hearing of the Na-
rada case on June 21. Vaca-
tion Benches in the Supreme
Court assemble on Tuesdays
and Fridays. The top court
urged the High Court to hold
over the hearing to June 23.
Senior advocates Rakesh

The love and
support that people
gave us, both inside
and from outside,
has been deeply
inspiring

C

has humbled one and streng-
thened the commitment to
ensure that such violence
and injustice is not allowed
to go unchallenged. We have
also learnt to value our free-
dom, and freedom in society
ever more dearly.

You lost your father to COVID
amonth ago. Could not even
meet him one last time. Your
thoughts.

m While being wrongfully in-
carcerated in jail under UA-

Dwivedi and Vikas Singh, for
the Law Minister and the
West Bengal government,
said the affidavits were “es-
sential” to the case. It pro-
vides the truth on the events
of May 17, the day of the ar-
rest, they said.

“If the Supreme Court
hearing is kept on Tuesday,
the High Court hearing

PA was unjust, [ saw it as a
part of activism. It was still a
part of life with consequenc-
es that I was ready to face.
Losing my father on the oth-
er hand was more of a trau-
matic incident. The limited
access to conversation (only
daily 5 min calls) and infor-
mation made it only worse as
I had to control the anxiety,
nervousness and helpless-
ness. But at the same time I
couldn’t help but empathise
with the other prisoners who
had to go through the same
or worse situation than me.
The injustices that is being
continuously done in this
whole institution of prison
and judicial system reflected
back to me.

What are your views on a
perception of some that we
are living in an undeclared
emergency and the freedom
of speech has never been
under threat like it is now.

m The rise in state repression
is striking. Yet despite the in-
crease in repression, it has
not been able to silence voic-
es of struggle which have in

should be deferred,” the se-
nior advocate submitted.

“We will keep the hearing
on Tuesday. Meantime, we
hope the High Court will def-
er the hearing fixed on Mon-
day to Wednesday,” the
Bench noted.

A five-judge Bench of the
Calcutta High Court is hear-
ing the Narada case. On June

fact been gaining in strength
from the anti-CAA-NRC-NPR
movement, to the farmer’s
agitation and the way people
have spoken out against the
mismanagement during the
pandemic. Such repression
is only exposing the fragility
of the ruling regime and its
anti-people character.

Is the current regime any
different from earlier
regimes in protecting the
right to freedom of speech
and protest? How?
m ...this regime is trying to
change the very fabric of our
society, fanning hatred and
pushing people into despera-
tion. Our country and socie-
ty have seen exceptionally
bad times in the past some
years; be it with regards to
unemployment, caste and
communal atrocities, attack
on workers’ rights... . These
conditions are giving rise to a
deep discontent and dissent
which this regime is seeking
to crush by ever greater
repression.

(For the full interview, log
on to bit.ly/natashanarwal

9, the court said it would
consider the affidavits later
on. Mr. Dwivedi countered
the CBI’s claims that Mr. Gha-
tak was present in the cour-
troom with a mob when the
four TMC leaders were pro-
duced after their arrest. The
senior advocate said the Mi-
nister was in an official meet-
ing at the time.

Chirag calls
for meeting of
LJP executive

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Chirag Paswan faction
of the Lok Janshakti Party
(LJP) has called a meeting
of the party’s national ex-
ecutive in Delhi on Sunday
to counter the ownership
claim made by his uncle
Pashupati Nath Paras, who
was elected as national
president in Patna by the
rebel faction on Thursday.
Mr. Paswan, along with
other leaders, met the
Election Commission of In-
dia on Friday to urge it not
to recognise Mr. Paras as
the party president. The
group has also sought time
with Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla to urge him to re-
view his decision of recog-
nising Mr. Paras as the par-
liamentary party leader.
“We informed the Elec-
tion Commission that in
2019 the LJP’s national ex-
ecutive elected me as the
president. We have ex-
pelled nearly 10 persons,
including five MPs of the
party. And these people
are trying to stake a claim
on the LJP’s name and sym-
bol,” Mr. Paswan said.

SC declines to put off PG medical exam

Preparing amid
COVID-19 duty is
tough, says plea

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day declined to pass a
sweeping order to postpone
the final exams of the post-
graduate medical courses in
universities across the
country.

A Bench of Justices Indira
Banerjee and M.R. Shah was
hearing pleas by PG medical
students, who said prepar-
ing for the exams amid CO-
VID-19 duty was difficult.
They sought more time to
study for the exams.

The court said it could not
possibly be asked to pass a
general order to postpone
the exams, for which dates
have not been announced
yet.

The Bench said the Na-
tional Medical Commission
would keep in mind the CO-
VID-19 situation and doctors

-
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Key role: Postgraduate medical students are among those
working on the front line fighting COVID-19. =«k.r. DEEPAK

working round the clock.
Universities had not been
made parties to the case, it
noted. “How do we pass a
general order when hun-
dreds of universities are in-
volved” it asked.

Senior advocate Sanjay
Hegde, appearing for the

students, said his clients
would be made to choose
between their COVID-19 du-
ty and time off to study for
the exams. He submitted this
was something doctors
should not be compelled to
do during these dire times of
public health. The court

»

should intervene on behalf
of the doctors to ensure that
they were given “reasonable
time” to prepare for the
exams.

On June 11, the court re-
fused a plea by these stu-
dents to waive the exams.

The Bench said the court
had, however, intervened on
behalf of the students whe-
rever possible.

On June 11, the court, in a
different case, ordered the
postponement of the AIIMS’
Post Graduate Entrance Test-
INICET exams, scheduled
for June 16, by a month after
taking into consideration fa-
tigue within the medical
community after battling a
particularly devastating se-
cond wave of the pandemic.

In that case, a group of
doctors had similarly moved
the Supreme Court challeng-
ing a notification that an-
nounced the exam in June in
“utter disregard” of an assu-
rance from the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office to postpone PG
exams by four months.
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Sale of illegal HTBt
cotton seeds doubles

Court dismisses Christian
Michel's bail petition

NEW DELHI

A special court on Friday
dismissed the bail
applications of British
national Christian Michel, a
key accused in the ¥3,700-
crore VVIP chopper deal
scam, in connection with the
cases being pursued by the
CBI and the ED. "Considering
the overall facts and
circumstances, serious nature
of accusations ... | do not
consider it to be a fit case for
grant of bail," said Special
Judge Arvind Kumar.

PDP’s Parra shifted from
Srinagar to Jammu jail
SRINAGAR

Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) youth president
Waheed-ur-Rehmaan Parra
was shifted from Kashmir to a
Jammu jail on Friday, three
weeks after a United Nations
report suggested that he was
tortured "in reprisal” for his
participation in a virtual
meeting with diplomats from
UN Security Council countries
in 2020. An official said Parra
was shifted from the Srinagar
Central Jail to the Kot
Bhalwal Jail in Jammu.

Forest guards kill tiger in
‘accidental firing’

GUWAHATI

An incident of "accidental
firing" has resulted in the
death of a tiger on the
outskirts of Kaziranga
National Park and Tiger
Reserve. "On enquiry, it was
found that the tiger died due
to a bullet wound," said an
official. The bullet was
suspected to have been fired
accidentally when a team of
forest guards tried to scare
the tiger away from a village
nearby on June 17. Field
Director of the park P.
Sivakumar said an enquiry had
been ordered.

Assam cancels Class 10
and 12 board exams
GUWAHATI

The Assam government on
Friday cancelled the Class 10
and 12 board exams in view of
the COVID-19 situation in the
State. The Cabinet had on
June 16 advised the
Education Department not to
hold the exams offline as the
positivity rate had not dipped
below a comfortable level.
"We decided not to hold the
exams in order not to expose
the students to infection,”
Education Minister Ranoj
Pegu said. The results would
be announced by July 31 after
an evaluation system is
arrived at, he added.

INTERVIEW | OM BIRLA

‘Nobody objected to bui
Parliament when it was

ding new
proposed

Lok Sabha Speaker calls for smaller constituencies, increasing number of MPs

NISTULA HEBBAR
SANDEEP PHUKAN
NEW DELHI

As Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla completes two years in
office, he speaks about the
importance of letting all
elected representatives have
a voice in Parliament and
says that none of the opposi-
tion MPs contested the need
for a new building during
meetings with him. Edited

excerpts

As you complete two years,
what would you say have
been your achievements
and the challenges you
have faced?

m Running the House at a
time when COVID infections
were fairly high was certain-
ly a challenge. After a lot of
brainstorming on how to
run the House, Rajya Sabha
Chairman and I agreed to
have staggered timings for
both the Houses and make
seating arrangements for
members of one House to sit
in both the Houses. What’s
heartening is that even dur-
ing this session, members
participated the same way
as they would during a nor-
mal session, with 167 mem-
bers taking part. The next
big challenge for me, as a se-
cond term MP, was to take
along all the political parties
as well as the very expe-
rienced members. I must
say that everyone cooperat-
ed with me and we didn’t
face any disruption in the

first session of my term.

I also started some new
practices that came out of
my experience when I was a
first time member. I made it
a point to encourage and al-
low all MPs to raise Zero
hour notices, where most
don’t get the opportunity...
On a single day, as many as
161 members spoke during
Zero Hour. And in the first
session of the current Lok
Sabha, I think more than
400 MPs have spoken on the

floor of the House.

Several Opposition
members wrote letters to
ask why Parliament, as well
as Parliamentary panels,
can’t meet virtually when
the Prime Minister can

conduct meetings with Chief

Ministers virtually?

m They may have written
but when Lok Sabha pro-

Chennithala meets
Rahul amid Cong. churn

Ripples from poll losses refuse to ease

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The meeting of former
Leader of the Opposition in
the Kerala Assembly, Ra-
mesh Chennithala, with
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Friday revived
talks of a possible organisa-
tional reshuffle in the party.

Mr. Chennithala, who
had shot off a letter to party
president Sonia Gandhi to
express his disappointment
over the manner in which
he was dropped from the
LoP’s post, is expected to be
made an All India Congress
Committee (AICC) general
secretary.

Officially, though, the
Kerala leader told reporters
that he had come to discuss
the reasons for Congress’
loss in the recent Assembly
elections.

Intense factionalism

The party is also faced with
desertions and intense fac-
tionalism in States as di-
verse as Assam, Punjab and
Rajasthan.

Barely days after Uttar
Pradesh Congress leader Ji-
tin Prasada quit to join the
BJP, a four-time Assam law-
maker, Rupjyoti Kurmi, is
expected to do the same af-
ter resigning from the party
as a legislator. While the de-
parture of Mr. Kurmi - a
young leader from the tea
garden community — hasn’t
grabbed headlines, his loss
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Ramesh Chennithala, left,
with Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi. =FiLE PHOTO

will hurt the Congress’ pros-
pects in Upper Assam, espe-
cially among the tea tribes
that traditionally voted for
the party but have now
moved to the BJP.

There is still no clarity on
who will head the Congress
in Assam (the current Pra-
desh Congress Committee
chief Ripun Bora has re-
signed ) but there is specula-
tion about more desertions
in the Assam unit.

In Punjab, where the fac-
tional fights between Chief
Minister Capt. (Retd) Ama-
rinder Singh and cricketer-
turned-politician ~ Navjot
Singh Sidhu have played out
under full media glare,
there is now a new political
realignment within the par-
ty.

The Chief Minister met
his arch-rival and Rajya Sab-
ha member, Partap Singh
Bajwa, for a private dinner
on Thursday evening.
Sources told The Hindu the
Chief Minister wanted to
reach out to Mr Bajwa so
that together they could
check Mr. Sidhu.

»

il e

(9 I don’t think anyone

wanted Lok Sabha
proceedings
virtually

ceedings were going on dur-
ing the COVID-19 period,
none said on the floor of the
House that Parliament
should function virtually or
that Rule 266 needs to
change. To change the rules,
we need the approval of the
House since they were
framed with the House’s ap-
proval. I don’t think anyone
wanted Lok Sabha proceed-
ings virtually. As far as par-
liamentary meetings are
concerned, while framing
the rules, it was decided to
keep the proceedings secret
because members rise
above party lines while de-
bating issues. It’s a forum
where members can en-
force accountability and of-
ficials are expected to speak
their mind freely. I don’t re-
member anyone asking for
the rules to be changed
while the House was in
session.

Several members have asked
for the restoration of the
Member of Parliament Local
Area Development (MPLAD)
especially during the
pandemic...

m Members have raised this
issue in the House, and it’s
for the government to take a
view.

What was the need for a new
Parliament and why was the
decision to continue
construction in the midst of
the second wave of COVID-19
taken, despite criticism?

m The current Parliament
House is a revered building
for us, as it figured promi-
nently in our fight for Inde-
pendence. For the needs of
that time, this building was
appropriate too. But as the
work of the Parliament ex-

Panel formed for talks
on theatre commands

‘Many issues concern other Ministries

DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

A high-level committee
consisting of representa-
tives from the services and
the Ministries concerned
has been formed for wider
consultations on the crea-
tion of integrated triser-
vice theatre commands,
defence officials said.

The panel includes the
Vice-Chiefs of the three
services, the Chief of Inte-
grated Defence Staff to the
Chairman Chiefs of Staff
Committee, and represen-
tatives from Ministries
such as Home Affairs, Fi-
nance and Law.

The decision was taken
at a meeting last week af-
ter several issues were
brought out which con-
cern other Ministries, a de-
fence official said. The
committee will examine
all issues and find a way
forward before a formal
note on their creation is
sent to the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security.

The official said the
move was necessitated
due to some aspects like
bringing in paramilitary
forces, which are under
the Home Ministry, under
the purview of the theatre
commands and financial
implications that may ar-
ise in the process of inte-
gration. The creation of
theatre commands is now
a given with directives at

panded, the number of
members increased, the
outer shape of the building
saw little alteration, but in-
side ad hoc changes to adapt
to new needs took place,
making it vulnerable ... For a

long time there was talk of

building a new Parliament
that was appropriate to the
times.

The Rajya Sabha chair-
person and I had mentioned
in both Houses that there
should be a new building,
looking at future scenarios.
No one dissented when I
raised this issue within the
general purposes commit-
tee where leaders of all pol-
itical parties in Parliament
are represented. I have no
comments on what is being
said outside of that meeting,
but inside nobody differed
on the need for a new Parlia-
ment building.

The cost of the project is
%970 crore and not 320,000
crore as is being said. Nobo-
dy in the government has
said that the cost of the pro-

ject will come in the way of

any spending on COVID-19
management. Is the Opposi-
tion saying that all infras-
tructural activity in the
country should cease due to
COVID-19? Much of it was
continued. And the point is
that not a single objection
was raised at the appro-
priate forum over which I
was presiding.

The proposed new
Parliament has a seating
capacity of 1,000 people for
Lok Sabha. Former
president Pranab Mukherjee
had suggested raising the
number of MPs because
constituencies were too
large and unwieldy. What is
your view?

m [ agree with Pranab Babu.
Constituencies  currently
have population running in-
to lakhs, 16-17 lakhs in some
cases. The government and

appropriate authorities may
consider increasing the
number of MPs, as a single
person representing so ma-
ny people is very difficult.
One of the reasons I made it
a point that as many MPs as
possible should raise Zero
Hour notices was because
MPs are elected by such
large electorates.

The Trinamool Congress
asked for disqualification of
two of its MPs [Sunil Mondal
and Sisir Adhikari] for anti-
party activities. What is
happening to that request?

m They have written to me
with their complaints. I have
said that the complaint be
taken on board as per the
form required, I shall ask
the two named for their ver-
sion and later refer it to the
Privileges Committee which
will then hear the matter.

Any time line by when this
will be over?

m Well, the anti-defection
law doesn’t specify a time-
line in dealing with such
complaints. All I can say is
that the process will be car-
ried out in the most transpa-
rent way.

But the recognition of the
breakaway Lok Janshakti
Party (LJP) as a group in the
Lok Sabha was done almost
overnight?

m The LJP passed a resolu-
tion, the chief whip came
along with the other four
MPs and met me. Even then,
I checked the signatures on
the letter in person with all
of them. No letter came
challenging it, Chirag Pas-
wan wrote two days after
that.

Will you be asking for
vaccination certificates
from MPs for attending
future sessions of
Parliament?

m We have only respectfully
requested MPs to get vacci-
nated. As per our record,
425 MPs are vaccinated,
some members suffered
from COVID-19 recently and
their vaccination is on hold.
And we have not received
any information from about
40-odd MPs. We are not

Industry lobbies
demand action
against offenders

PRISCILLA JEBARAJ
NEW DELHI

The illegal cultivation of her-
bicide-tolerant (HT) Bt cot-
ton has seen a huge jump
this year, with seed manu-
facturers claiming that the
sale of illegal seed packets
has more than doubled from
30 lakh last year to 75 lakh
this year. Industry lobbies
have written to the Agricul-
ture Ministry, demanding
that action be taken to stop
such sales and punish offen-
ders, noting that cultivation
of the genetically modified
cotton variant has serious
environmental and econom-
ic consequences.

However, a senior official
at the Ministry said it was up
to the State governments to
enforce the policy. This
comes even as activists from
the Shetkari Sangathan have
stepped up the reach of their
civil disobedience move-
ment to demand the legalisa-
tion of HTBt cotton by en-
couraging farmers to plant
the seeds in violation of go-
vernment regulations.

Bt cotton is the only trans-
genic crop that has been ap-
proved by the Centre for
commercial cultivation in In-
dia. It has been genetically
modified to produce an in-
secticide to combat the cot-
ton bollworm, a common

The sales doubled from 30
lakh last year to 75 lakh
this year.

pest. The HTBt cotton var-
iant adds another layer of
modification, making the
plant resistant to the herbi-
cide glyphosate, but has not
been approved by regula-
tors. Fears include glypho-
sate having a carcinogenic
effect, as well as the un-
checked spread of herbicide
resistance to nearby plants
through pollination, creat-
ing a variety of superweeds.

“This year there is a big
increase in such illegal cul-
tivation especially in Maha-
rashtra from 30 lakh packets
last year to about 75 lakh
packets this year,” said a re-
cent letter from the Federa-
tion of Seed Industry of In-
dia executive director
Shivendra Bajaj to Agricul-
ture Secretary Sanjay Agar-
wal.

“To make matters worse,
the illegal seeds are sold us-
ing the brand name of pro-
minent companies ... Farm-
ers are at risk with such
illegal cotton seed sale as

CBSE develops portal to
tabulate Class 12 marks

It issues notifications to all principals

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
As schools grapple with the
new formula to tabulate
Class 12 marks approved by
the Supreme Court on
Thursday, the Central Board
of Secondary Education
(CBSE) has issued a notifica-
tion to all principals regard-
ing the Information Tech-
nology  system  being
developed in-house to aid
them.

“This system will ease

down the calculation work,
reduce the time taken and
so many other hassles. This
system will also pre-popu-
late the marks of Class X of
the students passed from
CBSE. Efforts will also be
made to take other Boards’
Class X data,” said the notifi-
cation. The portal to check
and update Class 10 results
for all students will be avail-
able from Monday, while
other software modules will
be provided after that.

there is no accountability of
the quality of seed, it pol-
lutes the environment, the
industry is losing legitimate
seed sale and the govern-
ment also loses revenue in
terms of tax collection,” he
added, noting that HTBt
seeds are often produced in
Gujarat and then moved to
Maharashtra.

“It will not only decimate
small cotton seed compa-
nies but also threatens the
entire legal cotton seed mar-
ket in India,” National Seed
Association of India presi-
dent Prabhakar Rao said on
Friday. “Regulators are only
limiting their checking to li-
censed dealers and seed
companies while this illegal
activity of HT seed sales is
carried mostly by unorgan-
ised and fly by night opera-
tors. The focus must be shift-
ed to catching them and
taking exemplary and strong
punitive action.”

Deputy Seeds Commis-
sioner Dilip Srivastava ad-
mitted that such complaints
had become widespread.
“Centre has made the policy
to ban this variant. But it is
the State governments that
must take action. We are is-
suing advisories from time
to time,” he told The Hindu.

Another official said fol-
lowing Central advisories to
all cotton-growing States,
Maharashtra, Gujarat and
Telangana have seized HTBt
stock and taken punitive ac-
tion against the culprits.

India, 3 EU
nations begin
naval exercise

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The maiden Indian Navy
and European Union Naval
Force (EUNAVFOR) exer-
cise began in the Gulf of
Aden on Friday. Five war-
ships from four navies are
participating in the two-
day exercise. INS Trikand
is participating in the exer-
cise, along with Italy’s ITS
Carabinere, the Spanish
Navy’s ESPS Navarra, and
FS Tonnerre and FS Sur-
couf of France.

making vaccination manda-
tory but want all MPs to be
vaccinated as and when pro-
tocols suit.

’

the highest level, the issue
is about fine-tuning the
proposals and forming a
consensus on how they
should be, another de-
fence official explained.
The mandate of the
Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS) includes bringing
about jointness among the
three services, including
through the establishment
of joint/theatre com-
mands. The country’s first
CDS Gen. Bipin Rawat had
constituted teams headed
by the Vice-Chiefs of three
services to study and sub-
mit recommendations on
the formation of various
commands. He recently
stated that the study re-
ports on the two proposed
commands — air defence
and maritime theatre —
are being discussed and
would be rolled out by Au-
gust. However, with diffe-
rences still to be resolved,
there could be some delay.
The proposed Air De-
fence Command plans to
integrate all air assets of
the armed forces, while
the Maritime Theatre
Command plans to bring
in all assets of Navy, Coast
Guard as well as coastal
formations of Army and
Air Force under one um-
brella. On land, the Army’s
Northern Command and
Western Command would
be converted into two to
five theatre commands.
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& PARADIP PORT TRUST

Name of the work :
Docking & Repairs of TUG
Parvati of Paradip Port Trust.
Estimated Cost put to tender :
Rs. 1,09,37,841/- excluding GST.
Last date & time of submission
of tender through on-line bidding
is 1500 hours on Dt. 20.07.2021.
For details, please log on to the
website : https://eprocure.gov.in/
eprocure/app.

08th Dry

Deputy Conservator
PPT/PR/45/21-22 Date :18.06.2021

TAMIL NADU WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE BOARD

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER, TWAD BOARD, MADURAI.
ADDENDUM/CORRIGENDUM
TENDER EXTENSION NOTICE No. 1 /Dt : 14.06.2021
Ref : F.Thoothukudi UGSS/ ABD /DO Il / CW /2021 /Dt.12.05.2021 (Il call)

The period of sale of tender documents and receipt & opening of tenders called

Name of work

Providing Underground Sewerage Scheme to left out areas in
Area Based Development Area of Thoothukudi Smart City
(Period of completion—24 months)

E-Tender

Supply, Installation, Testing and

w KERALA STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD LIMITED - E-TENDER NOTICE

Office of the Deputy Chief Engineer, Transmission Circle, Thodupuzha.
ID_2021_KSEB_424871_1.

Bhoothathankettu portion of Idamalayar - Kothamangalam 66k VSC line
to 110KV DC line. PAC - Rs.3,29,35,923/-, Last date - 28.06.2021 — 5 pm.

Office of the Chief Engineer (Transmission System Operation),

Kalamassery.
E-Tender ID_2021_KSEB_424871_1.

Commissioning of 1.5 Ton Split (Split AC or Inverter Split AC) air
conditioning units at various Communication Rooms - 319 numbers. AMC
for 7years. PAC - Rs.1,40,36,000/-, Last date - 23.06.2021 — 5 pm.

Visit www.etenders.kerala.gov.in and www.kseb.in
Ref. PRIMC1/E292/E-Tender/2021

Upgradation of Idamalayar

CENTRAL MINE PLANNING AND DESIGN INSTITUTE LIMITED

(A Subsidiary of Coal India Limited)

Gondwana Place, Kanke Road, Ranchi - 834031, Jharkhand, India

NOTICE
“All the tenders issued by CIL and its Subsidiaries for procurement of
Goods, Works and Services are available on websites of Coal India Ltd.
www.coalindia.in/respective Subsidiary Company (CMPDI, www.
cmpdi.co.in), CIL e-procurement portal https://coalindiatenders.
nic.in and Central Public Procurement Portal https://eprocure.
gov.in. In addition, procurement is also done through GeM Portal

https://gem.gov.in.”

Period of sale of bid documents

Upto 5.45 P.M on 30.06.2021

Last date for receipt of tenders

Upto 3.00 P.M on 02.07.2021

Opening of tenders

At 3.30 P.M on 02.07.2021

DIPR/ 1797 /TENDER/2021

All other terms and conditions already published remain unaltered.

SAVE WATER, CONSERVE WATER, EVERY DROP COUNTS

Chief Engineer,
TWAD Board, Madurai

3 .W

A PMEN URPORA ON

Plot No 9, Survey No. 49 IT Park, Mangalagln -522503, Guntur District.
Amaravathi Region, Andhra Pradesh, email : ce.aphmhidc@gmail.com

DIPR 177PP/CL, Dt: 18-06-2021

Tenders are invited through e-procurement platform for CIVIL WING : T.N
No.6/APMSIDC/TECHNICAL/2021-22, Dt.18.06.2021 - 1) Strengthening
of Existing Medical Colleges at (1) GMC/GGH, Srikakulam in Srikakulam
District. (2) VIMS, Visakhapatnam in Visakhapatnam District and (3) Govt.
Victoria Hospital, Visakhapatnam in Visakhapatnam District under Package-1
(2" Call) - Rs.396.78 Crs. 2) Establishment of State Institute of Health &
Family Welfare at Visakhapatnam (3 Call) - Rs.2.94 Crs. 3) Construction
of Building for Office of Joint Director, Drug Control Administration and
Regional Drug Testing Laboratory in Visakhapatnam (4" Call) - Rs.2.32 Crs.
4) Supply, installation and commissioning of 10 KL LMO storage vessel
system in various Govt., Hospitals ELECTRICAL - 5) Providing of Transformers
in various Government Hospitals of Andhra Pradesh (3¢ Call) - Rs.23.63 Crs.
Equipment Wing - T.N No.8/APMSIDC/2021-22, Dated. 18-06-2021 -
6) Identification of Consultant agencies to facilitate the NABL Accreditation
for RTPCR labs. 7) Procure and supply of Medical Equipment to Dr.YSR
Kantivelugu program. 8) Identification of service provider for 11 SNCUs
operation and maintenance. 9) Procure and supply of balance Equipment
under Dr. YSRAHCT Scheme. 10) Procure and supply of CT/MRI machine
consumables and stationary items to APMSIDC. 11) Procure and supply
of Medical Equipment under APVVP Hospitals. Drugs Wing: 12) T.N
No.112/APMSIDC/Medicine Wing/2021-22 -
General Medicines. 13) T.N No.113/APMSIDC/Medicine Wing/2021-22 -
Procurement and supply of Surgical and Consumables.

The other details can be seen at the website http://msidc.ap.nic.in.

Procure and supply of

Sd/- Managing Director

Web:

Office of Managmg Dlrector EMI Campus, Jhalana Institutional Area, Jaipur

@ Rajasthan Skill and Livelihoods Development Corporation (RSLDC)

p: gov.in, Email: proc.cell.doitc@rajasthan.gov.in

Bid Doc. No: RSLDC/DDU-GKY/Skill Gap Assessment/DDU-GKY/2021-22/33890 Date: 15/06/2021
Conducting District-wise & Sector Wise GAP STUDY &

Skill Development Impact Analysis Study in Rajasthan

Mode of Bid Submitting Online through eProcurement/ eBiding
system at http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in
Procuring Authority Managing Director, Rajasthan State

Livelihood Development Corporation
(RSLDC), Jhalana Institutional Area, Jaipur-

302005 (Rajasthan)
Bid Issue Date & Time 15/06/2021 05:00 PM
Pre-Bid Meeting Date & Time 22/06/202103:00 PM
Last Date & Time of Submitting of Bid 28/06/202101:00 PM
Date & Time of Opening of Technical Bid | 28/06/2021 03:00 PM

Raj.Samwad/C/21/2388

Managing Director, RSLDC
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‘Third wave may hit by October”

But it will be better
controlled, say
experts in a poll

REUTERS
BENGALURU

A third wave of COVID-19 in-
fections is likely to hit India
by October, and although it
will be better controlled
than the latest outbreak, the
pandemic will remain a pu-
blic health threat for at least
another year, according to a
Reuters poll of medical
experts.

The June 3-17 snap survey
of 40 experts from around
the world showed that a sig-
nificant pickup in vaccina-
tions will likely provide some
cover to a fresh outbreak.

Of those who ventured a
prediction, over 85% of res-
pondents, or 21 of 24, said
the next wave will hit by Oc-
tober, including three who
forecast it as early as August,
and 12 in September. The re-
maining three said the third

IN BRIEF
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Bihar woman given both
Covishield and Covaxin
PATNA

A Bihar woman, Sunila Devi,
was administered shots of
both the Covishield and
Covaxin vaccines at an
interval of five minutes on
June 16. She is under the
observation of a medical
team and is said to be well.
The incident ocurred at the
Beldarichak middle school
vaccination camp.

Girl sells shirts after
losing father to COVID-19
SHAHJAHANPUR

Losing her father to COVID-19
in April, a Class 6 girl selling
ready-made shirts outside her
house in busy Khirni Bagh
area of Shahjahanpur district
has caught the attention of
both the police and locals.
Mahi's father, the sole bread
earner of the family, used to
supply ready-made shirts to
shopkeepers. “The family has
been assured of all help from
my side," said Sadar Bazar
police station in-charge
Ashok Pal. pTi

Summit for vaccine
internationalism begins
NEW DELHI

The Progressive
International's four-day
Summit for vaccine
internationalism opened on
Friday, with the goal of
ending “the pandemic as
quickly as possible by
securing COVID-19 vaccines
for all". A release said the
summit brings together
Global south governments,
political leaders, healthcare
workers and vaccine
manufacturers from over
twenty countries and follows
criticism of the G7's plan by
U.N. aid chief Mark Lowcock
as "not serious"” and lacking
"necessary urgency.”

B

Cause of concern: COVID-19 will remain a threat for at least another year, according to medical

experts. Picture shows empty beds at a hospital in Ahmedabad.

wave would occur between
November and February.
But over 70% of experts,
or 24 of 34, said any new out-
break would be better con-
trolled compared with the
current one, which has been
far more devastating — with
shortage of vaccines, medi-
cines, oxygen and hospital
beds — than the smaller first
surge in infections last year.

IMA, doctors protest over

“It will be more controlled,
as cases will be much less be-
cause more vaccinations
would have been rolled out
and there would be some de-
gree of natural immunity
from the second-wave,” said
Dr. Randeep Guleria, direc-
tor at All India Institute Of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS).
When asked if children
and those under 18 years

violence against workers
Health Ministry writes to States, UTs

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Several doctors across the
country took part on Friday
in a nationwide stir called
by the Indian Medical Asso-
ciation (IMA) over the re-
cent incidents of violence
against healthcare profes-
sionals. The doctors and the
IMA demanded a Central
law to curb such cases. The
association said that around
3.5 lakh doctors participat-
ed in the protest today.
Meanwhile, the Health
Ministry has urged all States
and Union Territories to en-
sure that prompt steps are
taken for the safety and
well-being of healthcare

workers while strictly im-
plementing the amended
Epidemic Diseases Act. In a
letter, Health Ministry Joint
Secretary Lav Agarwal said
that healthcare workers are
the most crucial resources
in COVID-19 management
on all fronts.

The letter, issued to Addi-
tional Chief Secretaries,
Principal Secretaries and
Health Secretaries of all
States and Union Territo-
ries, said that on multiple
occasions, the Health Minis-
try had highlighted the need
to ensure the safety and se-
curity of healthcare workers
in their living and working
premises.

= VIJAY SONEJI

would be most at risk, nearly
two-thirds of experts, or 26
of 40, said yes. But 14 ex-
perts said children were not
at risk.

Earlier this week, a senior
Union Health Ministry offi-
cial said children were vul-
nerable and susceptible to
infections but that analysis
has shown a less severe
health impact.

COV

i SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

¢ India is showing a steady de-
¢ cline in the number of new
: COVID-19 cases but this de-
¢ cline should not be taken for
¢ granted,
: (Health) of the NITI Aayog
¢ VK. Paul on Friday. Speak-
¢ ing at a press conference, Dr
¢ Paul added that the virus is
 mutating and “we can’t low-
¢ er our guards”.

said Member,

“Studies have also shown

¢ that children have equal sus-
¢ ceptibility as adults so we
¢ have to be ready to ensure
: that we are in a position to
: cater to them in case num-
© bers rise again,” he added.

Dr. Paul explained that a

World Health Organization
i and All India Institute of

Dr. V.K. Paul

Medical Sciences (WHO-AI-
IMS) survey shows seroposi-
tivity in persons below and
above 18 years of age is al-
most similar. “In persons
above 18, the seropositivity
rate is 67% and 59% in per-
sons below 18. In urban
areas, it is 78% in persons
below 18 and 79% in above
18, while in rural areas, the
seropositivity rate is 56% in
persons below 18 years of
age and 63% in persons
above 18. The information

-19 numbers down
but cannot lower guard: Paul |

-~ NITI Aayog
member cautions
about mutations

shows that the children are
getting infected,” he said.
On vaccination, Dr. Paul
said there are studies that
prove that it reduced the
chances of hospitalisation
by 75-80% even after con-
tracting COVID-19. “It also
reduced the risk of ICU ad-
mission and brings it down
to 6% in vaccinated persons
and oxygen requirement
comes down to 8%. The stu-
dy was done among health
care workers, who are a
high-risk group,” he said.

Decline in daily cases
The Ministry said India has
registered almost an 85% de-
cline in daily new cases since
the highest reported peak
on May 7.

About 78.6% decline has
been recorded in total active
cases since the peak report-
ed on May 10, the Ministry
added.

Join fight against pandemic: Vardhan

Health Minister
calls for adherence
to safety measures

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The government worked
round the clock to stop CO-
VID-19 last year and was suc-
cessful in decreasing the ac-
tive caseload to the
minimum, said Union Health
Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan
on Friday. However, with the
arrival of vaccines early this
year and things returning to
normality, people gradually
invited laxity in their adhe-
rence to the simple code of
pandemic-appropriate beha-
viour, he added. While the
virus mutated and evolved it-
self, people let their guard
down. All this compounded

No role for State in last rites,
says Allahabad High Court

g

Plea for disposal
of bodies buried
along the Ganga

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW

The Allahabad High Court
on Friday dismissed a peti-
tion seeking directions to
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment to perform last rites,
cremate or dispose the bo-
dies found near river Ganga,
saying, “If there is a death in
a family, is it the responsibil-
ity of the State?”

The petitioner, Pranvesh,
a lawyer from Prayagraj, had
pleaded with the court for
directions to the State go-
vernment and officials in
Prayagraj to perform the cre-

Ganga's plight: The petitioner had sought proper disposal of
bodies at different ghats in Prayagraj. =p1i

mation according to reli-
gious rites and dispose the
bodies buried at different
ghats in Prayagraj as early as
possible. The petition also
sought directions to the go-
vernment to prevent or stop
the burial of bodies near the
river.

A bench of Chief Justice
Sanjay Yadav and Justice Pra-
kash Padia said the petition-
er “has not done much re-
search work” in respect of
rites and customs which are
prevalent among various
communities living along
the bank of river Ganga.

—

Taking stock: Union Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan chairing a
high-level meeting in New Delhi on Friday. =ani

in the spike in cases snow-
balling into the second wave,
he said.

Distributing masks to all
employees of the Health Mi-
nistry, he noted that that
now many parts of the coun-
try were gradually moving
towards unlock from the se-

Taking COV

cond wave, but “we cannot
afford the laxity and any
further increase in cases

again”.
Masks were the simplest,
most powerful weapon

against all variants of the vi-
rus, he said. He appealed to
everyone, including em-

ployers, social organisa-
tions, his colleagues in other
Ministries and political lead-
ers in office to ensure that all
their employees were safe
from COVID-19. “We should
ensure that all of them have
adequate masks, that they
are properly worn, and in-
form them, if necessary,
about the importance of CO-
VID-19-appropriate  beha-
viour. We should encourage
them to get vaccinated as
well,” he stated.

India, he said, had started
the largest vaccination drive
in the world and was now
geared up to universalise it,
throwing it open free of cost
to every adult citizen above
18 years of age. He appealed
to every Indian to get vacci-
nated and join the ‘Jan Ando-
lan’ against the pandemic.

India sees
47045
fresh cases

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

India recorded 47,045 new
COVID-19 cases and 1,462
deaths till 8.30 p.m. on Fri-
day. The country has so far
reported a total of
2,98,09,031 cases and
3,84,984 deaths.

Maharashtra reported
9,798 new infections, fol-
lowed by Tamil Nadu
(8,633) and Andhra Pra-
desh (6,341). Maharashtra
also recorded 648 fatali-
ties, followed by Tamil Na-
du (287) and Karnataka
(168). Maharashtra’s fatali-
ties include backlog deaths
which were missed in the
previous reports.

The figures do not in-
clude cases and deaths
from Kerala, Chhattisgarh,
Gujarat, Haryana, Bihar,
Punjab, Jharkhand, Aruna-
chal Pradesh and Ladakh.
The data are sourced from
the respective States’
health bulletins.

Around 19.29 lakh sam-
ples were tested in the
country on Thursday, the
results for which were
made available on Friday.
About 32.59 lakh vaccine
doses were administered
in the country in the 24
hours ending 7 a.m. on Fri-
day, which is 2 lakh doses
fewer than what was re-
corded in the previous 24
hours. It is also 16,000 dos-
es fewer than what was re-
corded during the same
period a week ago. The se-
ven-day rolling average of
daily vaccinations in the
country continues to in-
crease. It stood at 31.24
lakh on June 17, which is
slightly more than the
30.27 lakh recorded a week
before (June 10).

While 16.1% of the popu-
lation has received at least
one dose, only 3.6% are ful-
ly vaccinated. The figures
are based on the estimated
population in 2021.

-19 tests to rural India

CSIR ties up with Tata Group to develop mobile testing laboratories

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR)
has tied up with the Tata MD,
a subsidiary of the Tata
Group, to develop mobile
testing laboratories to in-
crease COVID-19 testing ca-
pacity in rural India.

The initiative will utilise
CSIR’s network of close to 40
labs across India and help in-
crease India’s testing capaci-
ty in smaller locations in the
country. “CSIR and Tata MD
will jointly develop the test-
ing capacity and the RT-PCR
CRISPR test will be done us-
ing the Tata MD CHECK
SARS-CoV-2 test kits that are
powered by FELUDA tech-
nology from CSIR-Institute of
Genomics and Integrative

Biology (CSIR-IGIB),” a state-
ment from the Science Mi-
nistry said on Friday.

Simpler test
The CSIR- IGIB had deve-
loped a coronavirus detec-
tion test that employed a
gene-editing  technology,
called CRISPR. A paper-strip
based test that needs to be
analysed in a laboratory, FE-
LUDA’s promise is that it is a
relatively simpler test to exe-
cute, using which results can
be known faster than in a tra-
ditional RT-PCR based test.
“Apart from vaccination,
rapid testing and isolation of
SARS-CoV-2 positive persons
have emerged as the best
strategy in combating CO-
VID-19. This initiative in part-
nership with Tata MD, to de-

ploy the RT-PCR CRISPR test
across multiple CSIR labs
spread across the country is
an important step. This will
augment the national capaci-
ty to test for COVID and de-
tect it locally” Shekhar
Mande, Director-General,
CSIR, said in a statement.

For expanding reach, Tata
MD is also deploying a pro-
prietary 3-room design mo-
bile testing lab that can con-
duct end-to-end, on-site
COVID-19 testing to increase
the testing capacity.

“By partnering with
CSIR’s network of labs and
deploying fully equipped
mobile laboratories, we are
confident that we can quick-
ly augment testing capacity
using faster and scalable
methods. This will signifi-

cantly enhance the ability of
State and district administra-
tions to ensure wider availa-
bility and easier access to
testing on an ongoing basis,”
said Girish Krishnamurthy,
CEO and MD of Tata Medical
and Diagnostics.

The FELUDA technology
has already been licensed to
the Tata Group by CSIR in
2020. The test was em-
ployed — it isn’t clear how
many — during the conclud-
ed Kumbh Mela in Haridwar.

So far 13 CSIR labs have
been engaged in carrying
out RT-PCR testing during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The first CSIR lab to de-
ploy the test was the CSIR-In-
dian Institute of Petroleum
(IIP), Dehradun, Uttarak-
hand.
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Kamsa’s confusion

Kamsa was warned that Devaki’s eighth child would kill him.
Kamsa spared Devaki’s life, but killed every child born to her
because of the threat to his life. He killed the first six sons
born to her. When Devaki was carrying the seventh child, a
miracle happened. Lord Narayana summoned Yogamaya
and asked her to transfer Devaki’s four-month-old foetus to
the womb of Rohini, another wife of Vasudeva. When this
was accomplished, everyone thought that Devaki’s foetus
had aborted. Now Kamsa, naturally, was in a state of confu-
sion. The voice warning him had not spoken of such a situa-
tion. Should he count the aborted foetus as number seven?
Or should he not? Kamsa did not know, and lost his peace of

mind because of this.

This too was Krishna’s leela. The Lord makes sure that
those who detest Him or detest His devotees lose their sleep
and happiness, said V.S. Karunakarachariar in a discourse.
The foetus transferred to Rohini’s womb was born at the ap-
propriate time and was named Balarama. So the seventh
child of Devaki was safe and sound. When Devaki became
pregnant for the eighth time, Kamsa wondered if it would
not be wise to kill her and be rid of the threat to his life once
and for all. But he did not. Kamsa deciding to spare Devaki’s
life was the Lord’s doing and was one of Krishna’s leelas. De-
vaki carried the eighth child full term and Krishna was born.

Vedanta Desika says that He was born in rishaba lagna,
when five planets were in the most auspicious position. Ap-
payya Dikshitar in his commentary on Vedanta Desika’s Ya-
davabhyudaya gives the astrological details. When Krishna
was born, Chandra was in rishaba lagna, Mars was in Maka-
ra rasi, Mercury was in Kanya rasi, Jupiter was in Karkataka
rasi and Saturn was in Tula rasi.

»
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Hot air balloons: Multimedia artist Patricia Piccinini will fly
her two whale balloons, Skywhale and Skywhalepapa,
around Australia through 2021 and 2022. Celebrating
fathers' roles as caregivers, the aerial sculptures depict 'the
whale papa holding babies'. Meanwhile, artist Brian
Donnelly, aka KAWS, is taking his character, Companion, as
a hot air balloon to international cities. @kaws on Insta

Euro 2020: The European Championship is pan-continental
for the first time, with host cities ranging from Seville,
Spain to Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan. Fans are banking
on Britain going ahead with full unlock plans: it would
mean a full stadium for the final at Wembley Stadium on
July 11. Meanwhile, Cristiano Ronaldo's Coca-Cola snub has
highlighted the flip side of the rise of celebrity

ambassadors.

Virtual tours, workshops,
and other events you just
can't miss

GREEN LIVING

Plant-based drinks, a card game on birds,

Payal's NYC trunk show

While she has been promoting
her floral lightweight lehengas,
and joining other designers for
fundraisers during the second
wave, Payal Singhal has also
been busy getting back into the
international pop-up circuit.
#PSTravellingTrunkShow is
underway at Radisson Hotel in
New York, and includes her
SS'21 collection ‘The New
Normal, menswear and
wedding accessories. June
18-19. Also on
payalsinghal.com. Closer home,
Amazon Fashion has its
Wardrobe Refresh Sale from
June 19 to 23.

Betting on

Father'sf
Hour

Save the trick questions and make time
for TV, specifically, Euro Cup TV!

JANE DE SUZA

I’'m a great dad, don’t get me
wrong, but Father’s Day terrifies
me. It’s another date 'm reminded
that I forgot. If you really want a
Dad’s Day, it should be up to us
dads to pick any one. Like casual
leave. I'll take it whenever I want
to. Huge extended family function?
Sorry, I can’t make it - I’'m having a
Father’s Day. Else, allow us a
Father’s Hour — 24 of them to
permutate. There’s the match and
I'm claiming my Father’s Hour.
With about 5000 calories in deep-
fried snacks and a remote control
within arm’s reach. And of
legitimately being emotionally

unavailable (which is non-bailable
jailable in the wife’s eyes). It’s not
true that I never listen. I devoutly
listen to the chaps in the
commentary box who are kindly
celebrating Father’s Hour with me,
whether they’re fathers or not.
What makes Father’s Day even
more alarming is being asked what
I want to do. The para above,
obviously. But this ‘What I want to
do’ is intricately linked to “What we
want to do’ as a family. It’s a
devious trap. The last time we did
this family time, it clashed with the
Roland Garros finals. So we sat
through a family movie, with
puppies and babies, which got my
wife weeping. [ was weeping too.

Real tears. Because
my friend kept

available, emotionally

pinging me about the nail-biting
first set. I was so emotionally

overwrought even - that I had to
rush to the loo, to get him to aim
his video at his TV. I returned to

in? What is the history teacher’s
surname? Did you remember to
buy fabric softener — I said so
thrice? Do I look fatter in this or
this? Do you remember what we
said 11 years, 3

= SREEJITH RAVIKUMAR

find that the puppy was still
lost, or was it the grandpa?
And they unfairly stayed lost
through the second set as well.
What I'd like on Father’s Day is
not to be asked trick questions.
And really, they’re all trick
questions. Which section is the kid

Krishna Shastri Devulapalli's column, Spit Take, will be back as per schedule on July 3

\ monthsand15 days
- \ ago in the veranda
at Isha’s baby

shower? [ remember
neither the baby nor
its shower and only
remember Isha for
reasons you won’t
want to know.

For Father’s Day,
listen to my answers,
though. Permanent

answers which never
change. To kid #1,
you’re too young for a
boyfriend, and you always
will be. To kid #2, no, your haircut
doesn’t suit you, and what it costs
doesn’t suit me. To both: I'm not
paying your criminally-high fees
for your vocabulary to comprise
single alphabets like k, or c u.
Actually, Father’s Day isn’t so
bad. Those kind chaps have
planned the Euro Cup fixtures
around it. Let’s celebrate it with
some family time and weep
together — at the sheer beauty of
this pass or that impossible save —
and re-watch old matches for the
19 time. We’ll have such a great
Father’s Day, you may just forget to
remind me about it from the next
year on.

Where Jane De Suza, the author of Happily
Never After, talks about the week’s quirks,
quacks and hacks

Knowing Sita

Aalaap begins a six-part series
called The Goddess: Six-Fold
with storyteller, artist and
practitioner of Sanatana Dharma,
Vinay Varanasi. Expect immersive
storytelling with the focus on
Sita: The Power of the Feminine.
The curators will explore the
many meanings and metaphors
of the goddess. June 19 onwards.
@aalaap_concepts on Instagram.
Meanwhile, National Centre of
Performing Arts (NCPA) has an
introductory music programme
for five to seven-year-olds,
starting July 5. Registration
closes on June 21. 15,000,
soimumbai.com/prelude

Hear, hear

Not travelling yet? British travel
writer Aaron Millar will prime
you for your first post-pandemic
getaway with his stories from
around the world. Check out his
podcast, Armchair Explorer.
Another podcast for the
moment: Deepa Narayan's
What's a Man: Masculinity in
India. New episodes from June
23 feature feminist queer activist
Manak Matiyani and Sanora Jha,
the author of How to Raise a
Feminist Son. But this weekend,
a recent episode, Fathers and
Sons, may be of interest, as it
explores relationships between
fathers and sons.

Art likes print

Adult colouring sheet, art by
muralist and visual artist
Anpu Varkey... The Irregular
Times, a new art+design
newspaper, has this and more
in its first issue. Titled Please
Wait For The Host To Start
This Meeting, it is fuelled by
plans to build a community-
driven culture around design
and zine-making. From Tarini
Sethi and Anant Ahuja, the
team behind visual arts and
design initiatives like The
Irregulars Art Far (an anti
art-fair for independent
artists). ¥750 at
theirregulartimes.com

Playing with the Khans

If it feels like it's too soon, you
are not alone. World Music Day
(June 21) returns and with it
scores of initiatives. Sony India
has special offers on
headphones and other audio
products till June 21. Tourism
Virginia is helping travellers plan
‘country music' holidays for,
sigh, 2022. But our favourite is
the collaboration by sarod
maestro Ustad Amjad Ali Khan
with Eagles’ guitarist Joe Walsh.
Khan's sons Amaan and Ayaan
Ali Bangash are also part of the
equation that has resulted in a
three-song EP, Prayers-East
Meets West. On Universal Music.

Asanas unite

Let's not forget International
Yoga Day (also on June 21).
Accessory brand Fastrack has a
fitness band, Reflex 3.0, that they
say will track all yoga movements
at ¥2,495. Yoga-based wellness
platform, Sarva, has a new
campaign #StartTohKaro
featuring Malaika Arora and Mira
Kapoor. With 14 live sessions from
6.30 am onwards that can be
accessed if you register for the
Yoga Day Pass. ¥499-3999.
sarva.com Meanwhile, The
Permanent Mission of India to the
United Nations has an online
celebration from 6 pm to 7.30 pm
IST on UN WebTV

Art and IKEA

AstaGuru's upcoming auction,
Collector's Choice, has 120 lots
and rare Modern Indian works.
Like Ivory Eyes, an enamel on
canvas work by Prabhakar Barwe
from 1976. Or MF Husain's
Untitled from his Calcutta Series,
circa 1990. Each estimated at
¥20-330 lakh. All lots will be
offered at no reserve and will
start at an opening bid on
¥20,000. June 25-26.
astaguru.com. For something
more affordable for the home,
there's good news: Swedish
furniture giant IKEA is now in
Bengaluru via e-commerce and
their mobile shopping app. ikea.in.

and Stella McCartney'’s latest eco-collection

Compiled by Nidhi Adlakha

Plant-based Drinks

Immunity Gummies

Yours Truly

The evergreen superfood, turmeric,
gets a new avatar in these vitamin-rich
gummy bears for adults. An offering by
the 2020 entrant in the nutraceutical
industry, Yours Truly, the gummies
claim to be ‘100% vegan, gluten-free,
and enriched with antioxidants’. Rich
in curcumin, the pops are said to boost
the immune system, and improve

EcoKaari

Upcycled Plastic Bags

Pune-based EcoKaari, known for transforming plastic waste into
utility products, has a sale for Father’s Day. Having upcycled close
~ to 15 lakh plastic bags to date, the social enterprise handcrafts

The celebrated London-based fashion
designer says her latest Autumn 2021
collection is their ‘most sustainable
collection to date’ and is inspired by ‘J is for
Joy, from the McCartney A to Z Manifesto’.
Featuring jackets, knit jumpers, patchwork
silk trousers, boots, sneakers, and more,
the line is reportedly crafted from eco-
fabrics such as Econyl, forest-friendly
viscose, sustainable beechwood, and
old-stock fabrics. 20,723 onwards, on
stellamccartney.com

its ‘fabrics’ using the charkha. From totes and handbags (800
onwards) to cutlery kits and planters, the products pair traditional

} craft with contemporary designs. They also have a plastic donation
drive in the city. Details: ecokaari.org

Autumn 2021
Stella McCartney

Birds of Kodaikanal
Hoopoe on a Hill

This hand-illustrated card
game is the latest launch by &
the women-led organisation l &
based in Kodaikanal. Known <=

for retailing wild honey

gathered by adivasi communities of Palani

= GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK PHO

What he gave me

With time, good memories return, says this writer
about losing her father as a teen

:: CHRYSELLE D'SILVA DIAS

There was nothing extraordinary
about the day my father died. | recall
coming home from college, and find-
ing an empty house; my friend pulling
up in an auto-rickshaw, saying "Hurry
up, your dad's in hospital". In the days
before mobile phones there was no
other way to get the news to me.

| was 18 that year, the oldest of
three siblings. As a self-obsessed
teen, | don't remember having long
conversations with him. My mother

was a more present, constant ﬁgure

while daddy was the fun guy, easygo-
ing and laid-back. Food was an inte-
gral part of his happiness. After Sun-
day mass, we'd pile into our white
Ambassador and drive to a nearby
Sindhi restaurant. There, we'd order
dal pakwan, chole with greasy bha-
ture or piping hot ragda pattice and
bring them home for brunch. After my
dad died, did we continue the Sunday
brunch tradition? | can't recollect. My
grief in those early years was all-en-
compassing. | remember running to
the window when we heard a jeep
rumble outside, the words "Daddy's
home!" almost tumbling out of my
mouth before reality slammed in.
With time, though, the pain eases and
the good memories return. And on
trips to see my family in Mumbai, my
brother and | make road-trips at dawn
to the Sindhi restaurant, now all spif-
fy, where we order breakfast and raise
a glass of lassi to the man who taught
us how to live large.

Read the full article on

weekend.thehindu.com

Jamdani: deadstock to dresses

Hills, Tamil Nadu, the group has focussed on
the many winged inhabitants of the hill station
for the game. To play, you need to match the
pairs of 20 bird species. Also available are
beeswax crayons, candles, coffee, and a range
of wild honey. The card game is priced at

digestive, brain and liver health. i FAYE REMEDIOS

The founders advise two gummies
every morning, and one before
bedtime. 399 for 30 gummies.
yourstrulycares.com

create versatile pieces such as one-
shoulder dresses. "Going for-
ward, we need to simplify the
weave and work on more
youthful and detailed sil-
houettes to make it more re-

@ VX
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Eco Apparel
Upcyleluxe

Only Earth

The latest entrant on the plant-
based beverage bandwagon

is Singapore-led Only Earth.
Launched earlier this year, it is

Revival isn't new for this fabric.
"Jamdani has the potential to
bring about an artisanal diver-
sity by utilising modern tech-

the brainchild of entrepreneur
Kunal Mutha of Chennai’s
Mohan Mutha Group. Having
made the switch to veganism
two years ago, the athlete-
in-making has kicked off his
offerings with oat and coconut
milk, and will soon be launching
an almond variant. All products
come in a one litre pack and are
also available on leading online
portals such as Amazon, Big
Basket, and QTROVE. 300 per
pack, on myonlyearth.com

CM
K

Disclaimer: Consult your doctor before

NIFT graduate and founder

starting any supplement

Harshita Chandra calls the four-
month-old venture ‘India’s first
e-commerce sustainable fashion
tech marketplace’. Partner brands
include Ahmeyv, Doodlage, Kaiyare,
Punah, The Loom Art, and more.
While the women'’s edit (32,000
onwards) includes pleated pants,
draped shirts, tunics and dresses,
the collection for men (4,500
onwards) comprises bomber
jackets, shirts and trousers in
shades of blue, grey and peach.
upcycleluxe.com

%450, on hoopoeonahill.com

niques. However, for us to
sustain the skill and artisans
associated with it, we need
to make it more mainstream
and link it to fashion," be-
lieves designer Anavila Misra.
Most recently, Kolkata-
based designer Kavya Singh
Kundu used deadstock (saris,
stoles and scarves) from weav-
ers in Phulia, West Bengal, to
create an upcycled collection. In
‘Tale as Old as Time', she has ex-
perimented with cuts, switching
up the traditional aesthetic to

levant,” she says, pointing to
how a section of younger
weavers are creating fresh,
contemporary motifs,
which are almost like ab-
stract works of art. "These
appeal to a younger demo-
graphic as well as to an inter-
national clientele, and will
ensure that jamdani conti-
nues to have a future,” adds
Kundu.
Read the full story, with tips
on where to stock up, on
weekend.thehindu.com
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Smriti Bhadauria and Kartik Vasan are living
their best lives, travelling across Canada and

the Americas, breaking brown stereotypes,
and funding their #IndianVanLife
from their own pockets

Dodge’y

lifestyle

VIJAY LOKAPALLY

A gun-toting priest stopping you
outside a church can be daunt-
ing. But for Smriti Bhadauria and
Kartik Vasan, ambassadors of In-
dian van life, it’s just one of the
many memorable experiences
they’ve been making since they
sold their condo in downtown
Toronto last year and hit the
road in a vintage, brown camper-
van, their dog Everest in tow.

“When we entered the US, in
the state of Oregon, in January,
we were trying to take a picture
of Mt Hood while driving
through Portland,” recalls Kar-
tik. “As we pulled into the park-
ing lot of a church, a man waved
us down. He seemed friendly,
but when he got closer we real-
ised he was holding a big gun in
his hand. We remained calm and
soon found out that he was the
pastor of the church and was on-
ly cleaning his gun,” he
laughs.

The couple, in their early 30s,
met in Toronto in 2014. A year
earlier, Smriti had read about an
old couple travelling from Pata-
gonia (South America) to Alaska
and the idea of caravanning had
appealed to her. So, when she
met Kartik, she shared it with
him. “Smriti’s love for the out-
doors and adventure complete-
ly changed my outlook towards
life,” he says.

Breaking brown

You could say that the travelling
bug had bitten Smriti and Kar-
tik well before that. “I've  “
seen 100 cities in India, as
my father had a touring
job [as a power

grid safety ,«ﬂf ¥
head],” £ ) >
says f A‘hiﬂl - v

Smriti. Kartik’s father was a di-
plomat, because of which he
grew up in seven countries. So,
when they got the van in 2018 (a
spur of the moment decision
while on a camping trip), they
started thinking about quitting
their jobs and travelling with just
their savings.

However, it was not easy con-
vincing their parents of their
plan to live a nomadic life —
working remotely, exploring na-
ture and living in a 77 Dodge
B200. Van life was a foreign idea.
As Kartik recently told Condé
Nast Traveller, “Our brown up-
bringing has conditioned us to
live a certain way. My parents of-
ten call us and tell us, ‘Your
friends just bought a home.” But
these are fleeting feelings. When
you park in a beautiful spot, the
moment just passes by.”

The youngsters received the
green signal once they tied the
knot last year in February. To-
day, the two call their parents
regularly and “show them beau-
tiful sunrises and sunsets. This
gives them peace of mind
knowing that we are safe,
working and still able
to see new places”.
Their Instagram,
@thebrown-
vanlife, has

over 8,000

followers too.

Kartik and Smriti travel slowly
— usually driving between three
to five hours daily, and never at
night — so they get to stay in a
place for a few days. “We don’t
burn too much fuel because it
impacts the environment. All
our electricals are solar po-
wered, so we are eco-friendly
and self-sustaining,” adds Kartik.
The van is outfitted with a queen-
size bed, a kitchen with a fridge,
and a 20-gallon water tank.

Finding their balance

In January this year, the couple
drove across several states in the
US. “We were in a grocery store
in Utah when they announced
they had extra vaccine slots. So
we walked in for yoghurt and
came out vaccinated! Which was
such a stress relief for our pa-
rents and for us,” says Smriti. Af-
ter exploring the US for four
months, they entered Mexico.
“We are currently in Baja and
ready for the ferry to Mainland
Mexico,” she says.

Detailed paperwork is a criti-
cal part of the venture. “We have
Canadian permanent residency,
but hold Indian passports. Our
biggest advantage is our 10-year
US visa that allows us to travel to
all of North and Central Ameri-
can countries with a visa on ar-

rival. People often feel we come
from rich backgrounds or that
we have a lot of savings, but the
truth is we have worked really
hard to obtain this lifestyle. The
idea of letting everything go does
not sit well with our Indian up-
bringing, so we decided to keep
our jobs while living and travell-
ing in different places,” says
Smriti, who is in digital
marketing.

In fact, the duo had started
planning their remote jobs early
on, so they could support their
caravanning lifestyle. “We work
from 6.30 am to 1.30 pm, and
then take the rest of the day to
explore or cover distance. We

~ FOOD SPOT

SU.Shi for a reason

Pullman &
Novotel New
Delhi are home
delivering from
their pan Asian
restaurant Honk

RAHUL VERMA

It was a coincidence, but
quite a happy one. I had
some delicious sushi rolls
earlier this week, and then
heard, a few days later,
that June 18 was Interna-
tional Sushi Day. I was glad
to know that I had done
my bit to mark the
occasion.

The sushi came from
#UnboxDeliciousness, the
home delivery and takea-
way offering from Pull-
man & Novotel New Delhi.
The hotel in Aerocity off-
ers Indian street food
from its Café Pluck, re-
gional Indian cuisine from
Food Exchange, and Medi-
terranean cuisine from a
section called Farmers’
Basket at Pluck. The pan
Asian cuisine is from its
restaurant Honk.

I’'d had a meal at Honk
many years ago, and re-
member in particular the
Asian greens and avocado-
duck-cherry dumplings.
This time, my meal con-
sisted of two kinds of sushi
rolls, prawns in chilli XO
sauce, twice cooked Bel-
gian pork with greens, and
massaman lamb curry
with jasmine rice and
noodles.

I started with the rolls —
classic California rolls
(X1,050) and salmon and
cucumber rolls (%1,195).
One bite of the salmon

CcM
K

Twice cooked Belgium pork
belly, classic California rolls
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

roll, and I realised why
sushi is considered the
king of all food. A well-pre-
pared roll is indeed an ep-
icurean’s delight. Sushi
keeps the essence of the
main ingredient — salmon,
tuna, or even cucumber —
while enhancing the taste
with nori or arice coating,
and some sauces.

Both the California roll,
with crab, avocado, and
sesame seeds, and the sal-
mon, avocado, and cu-
cumber sushi were sup-
erb. I had the salmon roll
with a little bit of wasabi,
and the sudden shock of
its pungent taste along
with the effect of roe
bursting in my mouth was
electrifying.

I went on to the jasmine
rice and pork. The pork
was, however, a bit chewy,
and tasted a lot better the
next day, when it had
been heated up, and had
become softer. The sticky

»

jasmine rice — with its

light fragrance — comple-
mented the hot prawns
(1,450).

The prawns were juicy
and tender, and the sauce
was good enough to clear
up my sinuses. I enjoyed
the dish thoroughly.

The massaman lamb
curry (1,200) had been
cooked with potatoes and
onion, tempered with ta-
marind, and flavoured
with galangal, chillies and
lemon grass. Mildly sweet,
and mildly tart, it remind-
ed me a bit of the Sunday
mutton curry that we
have: that too celebrates
the potato, and is cooked
with a pinch of sugar.

I am told the delivery
service is taking off. The
food is packed well, and
hygiene standards are
strictly maintained. The
hotel follows a contactless
delivery and payment sys-
tem. Food is delivered up
to a radius of 40km from
the hotel, in Delhi and
Gurugram.

The service offers a
Honk dimsum lunch and
the chef’s recommenda-
tions include fish and
chips, free range chicken
burger and an ‘Immune
booster’ salad. The murgh
dum biryani is a hot favou-
rite 1,145), too.

I was content with my
sushi-led pan-Asian meal.
Happy belated sushi day,
Readers.

The writer is a seasoned food
critic

Bamboo toilet in-««
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Architect Nisha Mathew Ghosh showcases indigenous ideas at
London Design Biennale’s India Pavilion, to spur divergent
approaches to sustainability

SHAILAJA TRIPATHI

The India Pavilion at the ongoing
London Design Biennale 2021 (LDB)
is mapping ‘hero stories’ — from inno-
vator-engineer Sonam Wangchuk’s
ice stupas (which melt in summer to
generate water) to smokeless chu-
lahs. All inventive, indigenous, and
sustainable ideas developed in va-
rious parts of the country in the last
few years. “It is quite an ‘aha’ mo-
ment to see what India looks like
through the lens of its people and
their efforts to make a sustainable
world,” says architect Nisha Mathew
Ghosh, 52, who has curated the pavi-
lion. “It is exciting to imagine a future
of collaborations to build this world
of better ecological stewardship
together.”

The pavilion at Somerset House,
titled ‘Small Is Beautiful: A Bil-
lion Stories’, comprises 150
entries segregated into five
categories: Clean Air,
Clean Water, Clean Earth,
Clean Energy, and Forest.
Ranging from product
inventions to material
explorations, each res-
ponds to the overarch-
ing theme of ‘Reso-

nances’, as chosenby /
LDB’s artistic direc- / -0 ls
tor, Es Devlin. .
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(Clockwise from above) The bamboo
toilet, Nisha Mathew Ghosh, the
India Pavilion, and an installation

Back to nature
The India Pavilion engages with the
ideas of sustainability through effec-
tive design. “All these projects are
reactions to situations and contexts.
For example, the Story of Fish [by
landscape architect Prachi Chopade
Wakaley] uses art as strategy —
making a fish from waste
glass bottles to remind peo-
ple to keep their water
sources clean; Pollinator
People [by landscape ar-
chitect Vidisha Barwal]
uses the logic and process
of pollination to offer a de-
sign for the recovery of eco-
systems; and Forest Cabin
[by Architecture Brio],
shows you how to build
lightly in a forest set-
ting with least impact,”

says Nisha.

Among the plethora of intriguing
projects, Bamboo Toilet — an initia-
tive by Tata Trust, and designed by
Delhi-based Shift Studio — has piqued
interest. The brief was to build a toilet
that would meet the needs of rural In-
dia, and Mayank Mishra of Shift Stu-
dio says they came up with a design
that used bamboo and EcoSan tech-
nology (dry toilets that do not use wa-
ter). Ideal for places that have scarci-
ty of water, it converts human excreta
into compost and fertiliser. “An indi-
vidual unit will cost anywhere bet-
ween 12,000 and 324,000, which
can come down when built and man-
aged by the community,’explains
Mishra. “It was challenging to evolve
processes to elevate bamboo from a
craft material to an engineering level
[meeting the needs for structural
constructions].”

Travelling stories

Speaking of the showcase’s engage-
ment with viewers at Somerset
House, where the various projects
are being screened on a large projec-
tion, Nisha explains, “It’s a showcase
that is packed with ideas and needs a
couple of hours to fully watch and ob-
serve.” Beyond the Biennale, she feels
that the ideas, which have emerged
from traditional wisdom, scientific
temper, and the communities’ needs,

(Clockwise from far left) Kartik Vasan and Smriti Bhadauria with Everest,
their Border Collie-Labrador, and the 44-year-old 77 Dodge B200 van;
snapshots from their travels so far = @rHeBrROwWNVANLIFE

have not monetised our trip yet;
we fund it with our jobs,” says
Kartik, an IT consultant.

Map to everywhere

The two have also tried to be dis-
tinct from their western counter-
parts. “Since we are possibly the
only Indians pursuing this life
full time, we did not have a refe-
rence point. We also realised that
whatever we do might become a
reference point for others. So it
was important for us to bring re-
presentation into the dialogue.
We discuss all the social and cul-
tural issues Indian kids and
adults might face starting a life
like this,” explains Smriti.

The duration of their journey
is still unknown (though visiting
10 countries is one of their
goals).

“In terms of itinerary, our im-
mediate goal is to get to Patago-
nia while exploring different
countries in Central and South
America, and experience all the
cultures. We will go to Guatema-
la, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Pana-
ma and by next year enter Co-
lumbia to start the South
American leg of the journey.”

And Everest will play the role
of a security guard everywhere.
“Our photo model, best hiking
partner, and optimism booster,”
Smriti signs off.

Had it not been for the pandemic,
LDB would have had a fun,
interactive, two-winged bamboo-
and-fabric installation called Is It a
Bird? Is It a Windmill? "[Referencing
the concepts of flight, windmills,
and the traditional punkhas] it was
meant to engage with visitors and
play on the idea of clean energy,
water, and air," explains Nisha. The
fun would come through the
toy-like interaction: visitors could
tug on it and make the wings move
(through a pulley and
counterweight system).

Nisha collaborated with
architect Soumitro Ghosh (in an
advisory role) and Bengaluru-
based Sandeep Sangaru, who lent
his skills as a furniture designer to
implement it. “The human
interaction brings dynamism to the
installation [4 metres tall, with a
wingspan of 7 metres]. It shows
the possibilities of sustainable
design, and makes you rethink
traditional ways of making, but in
contemporary contexts,” says
Sangaru. Nisha plans to unveil the
installation at another location and
event in the future.

must be shared with the entire coun-
try. “We could do a travelling exhibi-
tion,” she says. “These stories can be
vital to bring about a change. People
must know what’s happening in va-
rious parts of India.”

Moreover, she believes the current
situation underlines the need for so-
lutions that are local and intercon-
nected, while still recognising the va-
lue of the large scale. “The two need
to work together for the preservation
of our resources. If an earlier Indian
austerity could be referred to, it was
doing the most with the least, and I
believe design will respond in this
manner given the conditions around
us. We don’t have a choice but to re-
look at maximising the potential of
our natural resources for the benefit
of communities post pandemic, and
this has to begin with great ideas.”

London Design Biennale is on at
Somerset House
till June 27.
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What led to the Biden-Putin summit?

Unlike in the past, the focus of the US. President’s Europe visit was on China

Conservative cleric tipped to win

as Iran votes in presidential poll

Turnout expected to be low as opposition groups have urged a boycott

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TEHRAN

Iranians voted on Friday in a
presidential election, in
which conservative cleric
Ebrahim Raisi is seen as all
but certain to coast to victo-
ry after all serious rivals
were barred from running.

After a lacklustre cam-
paign, turnout was expected
to fall to a new low in a coun-
try exhausted by a punishing
regime of U.S. economic
sanctions that has dashed
the hopes of many for a
brighter future.

The supreme leader, Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei, cast the
first vote in Tehran and then
urged Iran’s nearly 60 mil-
lion eligible voters to follow
suit before the scheduled
close of polls at midnight.

“The sooner you perform
this task and duty, the bet-
ter,” said the 8l-year-old,
stressing that voting “serves
to build the future” of the
Iranian people.

Pictures of often flag-wav-

‘Verbal truce’
with Turkey,
says France

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS

A “verbal ceasefire” is in
place between France and
Turkey after months of row
over global crises, such as
Libya, Syria, that strained
ties between the NATO al-
lies, the French Foreign Mi-
nister said on Friday.

This comes after Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan met his French
counterpart ~Emmanuel
Macron at the NATO sum-
mit this week.

US. to spend $3.2 bn to develop

Decisive poll: Ebrahim Raisi, a presidential candidate, waving
at mediapersons after casting his vote in Tehran. =ap

ing voters dominated state
TV coverage, but away from
the polling stations some
voiced anger at what they
saw as a stage-managed elec-
tion.

Economic woes

“Whether I vote or not, so-
meone has already been
elected,” scoffed Tehran
shopkeeper Saeed Zareie
about the pre-election vet-
ting that barred all but seven
of the more than 600 hope-
fuls. “They organise the elec-

tions for the media.”

Enthusiasm has been
dampened further by the
economic malaise of spirall-
ing inflation and job losses,
that has been deepened by
the pandemic.

“I'm not a politician, I
don’t know anything about
politics,” said Tehran car me-
chanic Nasrollah. “I have no
money. All families are now
facing economic problems.
How can we vote for these
people who did this to us?
It’s not right.”

Iranian opposition groups
abroad and some dissidents
at home have urged a boy-
cott of the vote they see as an
engineered victory for Mr.
Raisi, the 60-year-old head
of the judiciary, to cement
ultraconservative control.

But many queued to vote
at schools, mosques and
community centres, some
carrying Iran’s green, white
and red national flag.

One conservative mother
wearing the full-body black
chador came with her two
young sons dressed in the
camouflage uniform of the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps.

Ultimate political power
in Iran, since its 1979 revolu-
tion toppled the US-backed
monarchy, rests with the su-
preme leader.

But the President, as the
top official of the state bu-
reaucracy, also wields signif-
icant influence in fields from
industrial policy to foreign
affairs.

Hong Kong newspaper raises
print run fivefold after arrests

ASSOCIATED PRESS
HONG KONG
Hong Kong pro-democracy
newspaper Apple Daily in-
creased its print run more
than fivefold to 5,00,000 co-
pies as residents lined up
Friday to buy the paper in a
show of support for belea-
guered press freedoms, a
day after police arrested five
top editors and executives.
The raid on the paper’s of-
fices by hundreds of police
and security agents — along
with the freezing of $2.3 mil-

treatments for COVID-19

lion worth of its assets —
marked the first time a
sweeping national security
law has been used against
the media. It was the latest
sign of a widening crack-
down on civil liberties in the
semi-autonomous city,
which has long cherished
freedoms that don’t exist el-
sewhere in China.

Police said the editors
were arrested on suspicion
of foreign collusion to en-
danger national security,
based on over 30 articles

that authorities said had
called for international sanc-
tions against China and

Hong Kong.
On Friday, the National
Security Department

charged two men, according
to a government statement.
The South China Morning
Post newspaper cited an un-
named source saying they
are Apply Daily’s chief edi-
tor Ryan Law and Cheung
Kim-hung, the CEO of Apple
Daily’s publisher Next Digi-
tal.

STANLY JOHNY

In 2011, Joe Biden, then Vice
President in the Obama ad-
ministration, visited Russian
Prime Minister Vladimir Pu-
tin in the Kremlin. Inside Mr.
Putin’s office, Mr. Biden
“held his hand a few inches
from his nose,” he recalled
later in a conversation with
journalist Evan Osnos. “I
said, ‘Mr. Prime Minister, I
am looking into your eyes,
and I don’t think you have a
soul’.”

When Mr. Osnos, who has
described this conversation
in his book Joe Biden Ameri-
can Dreamer, asked if he
said that to Mr. Putin, Mr. Bi-
den replied, ‘Absolutely, pos-
itively”. In March 2021, after
assuming the White House,
Mr. Biden described Mr. Pu-
tin as a “killer”. He also said
the Russian leader was “go-
ing to pay” for the “interfe-
rence” in the 2020 U.S. pre-
sidential election.

Three months later, the
same Mr. Biden met Mr. Pu-
tin in the Swiss city of Gene-
va and sought a more predic-
table relationship between
the “two great powers”.

Western alliance

In the past, when American
Presidents visited Europe
and met NATO allies, Russia
had been their main focus.
But this time, when Mr. Bi-
den went to Europe, his first
foreign trip after becoming
the President, the focus was
on China — a sign of the
emerging shifts in the global
power balance. Mr. Biden
held a host of talks with sep-
arate blocs in Europe — the
Group of Seven (G7), NATO
and the EU — with a focus on
strengthening the western
alliance.

The G7 industrialised na-
tions — the U.S., the UK.,
Germany, France, Italy, Ca-
nada and Japan — issued a
communiqué slamming Chi-

Turkey to secure Kabul airport

Joe Biden meeting Vladimir
Putin in Geneva on June 16,
2021. =ap

na’s human rights records.
Issues such as the detention
of Uighurs in Xinjiang, the
crackdown on dissent in
Hong Kong, growing ten-
sions with Taiwan and the al-
leged lack of transparency
on COVID-19 were all men-
tioned in the G7 statement.

The 30-member NATO,
whose traditional focus has
been on Russia, has also is-
sued a statement in which
China has been mentioned
multiple times. NATO mem-
bers warned against the
“systemic challenges to the
rules-based international or-
der” emanating from China’s
rise. The U.S. and the 27
member EU have decided to
cooperate more on technol-
ogy, regulation, industrial
development and trade in an
attempt to help the West
compete better with China.
They have also decided to
set up a high-level trade and
technology council, which
would boost innovation and
investment.

The China focus

This approach is in line with
the Biden administration’s
overall focus on reorienting
American foreign policy to
deal with the China chal-
lenge more effectively. In the
past six months since he as-
sumed office, Mr. Biden has
taken a host of decisions in
this regard. He ended Amer-
ica’s support for Saudi Ara-
bia’s war in Yemen, and is
pulling back all American
troops from Afghanistan by
September 11.

Biden agrees to provide ‘certain forms of U.S. support’

In March, he called the
first summit of Quad coun-
tries — the U.S., India, Japan
and Australia — which decid-
ed to boost vaccine produc-
tion to help other countries.
At home, the U.S. Congress
passed the $250 billion tech
and manufacturing Bill,
which would ensure funds
for the semiconductor re-
search, design, and manu-
facturing initiatives. The aim
is undoubtedly to counter
China. And then, Mr. Biden
travelled to Europe to rally
reluctant allies around the
U.S. in the emerging geopol-
itical contest.

When Mr. Biden moves
forward, focusing on China,
Russia remains a distraction.
Ties between the two coun-
tries, as both leaders have
admitted, are at the lowest
point since the end of the
Cold War. There were allega-
tions of Russian cyberattacks
and election interference in
the U.S., while Moscow is
reeling under Western sanc-
tions and seems determined

NEWS ANALYSIS

to resist any move by NATO
to expand into its backyard.

Ukraine remains an unre-
solved crisis. Earlier this
year, Mr. Putin had assem-
bled Russian troops on the
Ukraine border in a direct
challenge to Mr. Biden. After
he recalled Russian Ambas-
sador from Washington and
asked the American Ambas-
sador to return for consulta-
tions, bilateral relations bet-
ween the two countries
practically collapsed. On the
other side, Russia was steadi-
ly deepening its partnership
with China. Mr. Biden ap-
pears to have wanted to ar-
rest this free fall of ties and
bring in some order.

Detente with Russia
In the Geneva summit, Mr.
Biden stopped short of cha-

racterising Mr. Putin, which
he had done in the past, and
held talks on critical issues.
One summit doesn’t resolve
the serious foreign policy dif-
ferences between the two
former Cold War rivals, but
both leaders have sought a
détente. Mr. Putin said it’s
“primarily a pragmatic rela-
tionship”, while Mr. Biden
said it’s not about trust but
about “self interest”. And
they decided to return their
Ambassadors and follow up
bilateral engagements with
“a strategic stability dia-
logue” on arms reduction.

The message from Geneva
is that the leaders wanted to
establish rules of engage-
ment so that the countries
can better address their dif-
ferences and seek common
ground on issues of mutual
interest. With some predic-
tability in ties with Russia,
Mr. Biden can strengthen his
China-focused foreign poli-
cy. And with a less hostile
America, Mr. Putin can re-
tain Russian influence in the
country’s backyard.

In the past, President Do-
nald Trump had sought to
isolate China and reach out
to Russia. But, amid allega-
tions that a Russian cyber
campaign helped him win
the 2016 elections, Mr.
Trump’s attempts to build a
bond with Mr. Putin met
with strong resistance in
Washington. But Mr. Biden,
an establishment Democrat
himself, seems to be having
more leeway in the Russia
policy.

It’s too early to see any
meaningful change in Rus-
sia-U.S. relations. But the Ge-
neva summit suggests that
policymakers in Washington
have at least started thinking
of Russia as a secondary
challenge that needs to be
tackled diplomatically, not
only through coercion, if the
U.S. wants to take on a rising
China.

Sri Lanka to seek India’s help
to treat COVID-19 affected lion

MEERA SRINIVASAN

It plans to prepare for other ‘pandemic threats’

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN
WASHINGTON

The United States has announced
that it will spend $3.2 billion on de-
veloping antiviral treatments for CO-
VID-19 and prepare for other “pan-
demic threats” — viruses that have
the potential to cause pandemics.

Vaccines will continue to remain
the “centrepiece of our arsenal
against COVID-19,” Anthony Fauci,
medical adviser to the U.S. Presi-
dent, said on Thursday, when he de-
scribed the programme, called the
Antiviral Program for Pandemics.

“However, antivirals can and are
an important complement to exist-
ing vaccines, especially for indivi-
duals with certain conditions that
might put them at a greater risk,” he
said. “And it also adds a line of de-
fence against other unexpected
emerging things, like variants of
concern that we are currently deal-
ing with...,” he added.

Regarding viruses with “pandem-
ic potential”, Dr. Fauci put up a slide
listing some of them: coronaviruses
(e.g., SARS , MERS), filoviruses (e.g.
Ebola), togaviruses (e.g., chikungu-
nya), paramyxoviruses (e.g., Nipah)
and picornaviruses (e.g., enterovi-
rus D68).

Vaccine allocation
The programme seeks to accelerate
the testing and authorisation of pro-
mising medicines and also support
the discovery of new molecules by
industry and academia, he said.
Pfizer, AstraZeneca and Roche
are among those testing antiviral

Anthony Fauci

pills currently, the Associated Press
reported.

The U.S. will be allocating 55 mil-
lion vaccine doses to other coun-
tries “in the coming days,” the coun-
try’s coronavirus response
coordinator Jeffrey Zients said at
Thursday’s briefing. These 55 mil-
lion doses are from a stockpile of 80
million doses that the U.S. has com-
mitted to other countries. This in-
cludes 60 million doses of the Astra-
Zeneca vaccine that has not yet
been approved for use in America.

The U.S. has already allocated 25
million of these doses bilaterally and
via international vaccine distribu-
tion alliance COVAX. It is unclear
how many doses India will receive
totally, but indications are it will not
be more than a few million. Some
countries — such as Canada and
Mexico — have received such doses.

“There’ll be an increasing num-
ber of shipments each and every
week as we ramp up these efforts.
The process to export the 80 million
takes partnership in coordination
with the receiving governments. But
that’s well underway now,” Mr.
Zients said.

REUTERS
WASHINGTON

President Joe Biden and Tur-
kish President Tayyip Erdo-
gan agreed in a meeting this
week that Turkey would
take a lead role in securing
Kabul airport as the United
States withdraws troops
from Afghanistan, U.S. Na-
tional Security Advisor Jake
Sullivan said on Thursday.

However, the two leaders
were not able to resolve the
long-standing issue of Tur-
key’s purchase of Russian
S-400 defence systems, Mr.
Sullivan said, a bitter dis-
pute that strained ties bet-
ween the NATO allies.

Mr. Sullivan told repor-
ters that Mr. Biden and Mr.
Erdogan, in their meeting
on Monday at the NATO
summit, discussed the Af-
ghanistan issue. Mr. Erdo-
gan sought certain forms of

U.S. support to secure the
airport and Mr. Biden com-
mitted to providing that sup-
port, Mr. Sullivan said.

“The clear commitment
from the leaders established
that Turkey would play a
lead role in securing Hamid
Karzai International Airport
and we are now working
through how to execute to
get to that,” Mr. Sullivan
said, giving the first details
from the U.S. side of the
meeting.

Contentious issues

Turkey and the U.S. have
been at odds over a host of
issues, including Ankara’s
purchase of Russian defence
equipment, policy differenc-
es in Syria and the Eastern
Mediterranean and expecta-
tions for a breakthrough in
first face-to-face meeting
between Mr. Erdogan and

Mr. Biden were slim.

The two leaders sounded
upbeat after their meeting
although they did not an-
nounce what concrete pro-
gress they made. One poten-
tial area of cooperation has
been Afghanistan, where
Ankara has offered to guard
and operate Kabul airport
after U.S. and NATO forces
withdraw in coming weeks.

The security of the air-
port is crucial for the opera-
tion of diplomatic missions
out of the Afghanistan as
Western forces pull out.

Last week, a Taliban spo-
kesman said Turkey should
withdraw its troops from Af-
ghanistan under the 2020
deal for the pullout of U.S.
forces, but Mr. Sullivan said
the Taliban comments did
not deter the “detailed and
effective” security plan the
U.S. was putting together.

COLOMBO
Sri Lankan authorities on Friday
said they would seek guidance from
India on treating animals contract-
ing COVID-19, after a lion at a Colom-
bo zoo tested positive.
Eleven-year-old Thor, a lion gifted
by a zoo in Seoul in 2013, tested pos-
itive for COVID-19, becoming the
first known case of an animal con-
tracting the deadly virus in the is-
land nation, which is currently expe-
riencing a persistent third wave,
with over 60,000 active infections.
“We are seeking guidance from
the Central Zoo Authority in India in
order to treat Thor,” said Ishini

Wickremesinghe, Director General
of the Department of National Zoo-
logical Gardens. In a statement on
Friday, she said Thor experienced
breathing difficulties and did not eat
over the last few days. Soon after,
authorities at the Dehiwala Zoo in
Colombo decided to test the lion for
a possible COVID-19 infection.

While antigen tests showed a ne-
gative result, a few PCR tests taken
subsequently showed the lion as CO-
VID-19 positive. Thor has since been
receiving oxygen support, while oth-
er animals have been isolated, ac-
cording to zoo authorities. The ani-
mals’ keepers have also been sent to
quarantine.

KARNATAKA INDUSTRIAL AREAS DEVELOPMENT BOARD

( A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
# 49, East Wing, 4th & 5th Floor, Khanija Bhavan Race Course Road
Bengaluru - 560 001. website : www.kiadb.in

No. IADB/ENGG/ETND-EP-08/2842/2021-22

Date: 18.06.2021

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

(Through GOK e - Procurement Portal Only)

KIADB is inviting ltem rate Tenders under two cover system as per the
Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurement Act 1999 and Rules 2000
through electronic procurement from eligible contractors registered in
KPWD Class-Ill (Civil) & Above and eligible contractors registered in KCEI
Class-Il (Electrical) & Above who have got adequate financial resources &

to apply for admissi

[EACICRERCIELRICRS
UNIVERSITY OF HYDERABAD

ADMISSION ANNOUNCEMENT 2021-22

University of Hyderabad, an Institution of Eminence, ranked 6" among Universities and 15" under overall
category in the NIRF rankings 2020, listed in Category- I of UGC (Categorization of Universities (only) for grant
of graded autonomy) Regulations 2018, with NAAC grading of 3.72 out of 4.00, invites bright, aspiring students

itted to to various 5 Year Integrated P.G., P.G., M.Tech courses and
Ph.D. programmes through an All-India entrance examination.

Candidates are required to apply online through University website: hitty

IMPORTANT DATES

://acad.uohyd.ac.in.

Online Application start date

21.06.2021

Last date for submitting the Online

20.07.2021

Downloading of Hall Tickets & Dates of
Entrance E i

To be announced later. The Entrance Exam will be

held tentatively during Augu

, 2021

For further details including courses offered, eligibility criteria, prescribed fee, reservation policy and the
Prospectus 2021-22, please refer to the website hitp://acad.uohyd.ac.in or http://www.uohyd.ac.in

Sd/-
Dr. Devesh Nigam
Controller of E i

auidi=1:c] ICMR - NATIONAL INSTITUTE
- [ OF EPIDEMIOLOGY

R-127, Second Main Road, TNHB,
Ayapakkam, Chennai — 600077.

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA e-mail: sephcbhpt3@gmail.com

S B2
@ OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER, PUBLIC HEALTH CIRCLE, BHAWANIPATNA.
== Parmanandpur, Railway Station Road, Bhawanipatna, Dist: Kalahandi, PIN -766002

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement

sufficient past experience for the following works: (1) Formation of 18M Wide
Road (Road No.20) Including Asphalting, Construction of RCC Drain &
Providing and Laying of HDPE water supply dual pipeline at Doddaballapura
3rd Phase Industrial Area, Bengaluru Rural District. (2) Implementation of
Rain Water Recharge Structures at Aerospace park Industrial Area, Near
KIAL, Bengaluru Rural District. (3) Repair & Reconditioning of Street Lights

ONLINE INTERVIEW
Candidates are invited for Online zoom app Interview for the posts
of: PROJECT CONSULTANT, PROJECT SCIENTIST-B (Non-
Medical), on contract basis under various projects at ICMR - NIE.

Identification No. SEPHC-BHPT-02 of 2021-22 / Dt. 09.06.2021
e-Procurement Notice

Name of the work . Laying of Pipeline, Construction of Reservoirs, External Electrification

& ancillary works in Different ULBs under PH Circle, Bhawanipatna.

Total No. Of works - 03 (Three) For application proforma and other details regarding qualification and
Estimated Cost : Approx. Rs.118.82 to Rs.285.86 Lakhs at Belur Industrial Area 1st, 2nd & 3rd Stage, Dharwad District. expe:‘r}ignce Btcp please refer to www.nie ggw in gq
Class of Contractor : B&A . . . . i " g . i .
Period of Completion - 4 to 6 Calendar Months The last date and time of receipt of tenderis : 13.07.2021 upto 04:00 pm Director
Bid No.of | Availability of Tender | Date & time Applicants May Download Bidding Documents from the E-Procurement P YT ————Y
Procurement Officer Ident:‘l;:atlon works OFnr:::e for Bld;i;ng of cc:fp;irl:ng Portal https:Ileproc.karnataka.gov.in. OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
5 . 3 " - . Chief Enai ’ISdlé-IADB B | CENTRAL CIRCLE, RURAL WORKS, BHUBANESWAR
. . ief Engineer- engaluru .
Additional Chief SEPHC. 05 121062021 |05.07.2021 | 06.07 2021 DIPR/DDU/R.0:573/2021-22 g ) g No.2058 /Datei 17.062021 o ‘
Engineer, P.H. Circle, | BHPT - 02 |(Three) STAY PROTECTED FROM COVID-19, NO CARELESSNESS UNTIL THERE IS A CURE. The tender for the work invited this office N.I.T. No.Tender-Online-C.C.-11 of
Bhawanipatna of 2021-22 .~ e Tot e w 2021 Dt-18.05.2021 issued vide this office Lr.N0.2479 Dt-18.05.2021 is here
For details can be seen from the Government website www.tendersorissa.gov.in @ @ Wear ’ " Follow Physical i ‘ Mamta'_n by cancelled due to some unavoidable circumstances.
17 Additional Chief Engineer, P.H.Circle, Bhawanipatna. Mask Distancing (PR Hand Hygiene Superintending Engineer, Central Circle, Rural Works, Bhubaneswar.

0-349:

OIPR-13055/11/0002/2122 OIPR-25082/11/0013/2122
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MARKET WATCH

18-06-2021 % CHANGE

Sensex 52344 0.04
US Dollar 73.86 0.29
Gold 46460 -0.85
Brent oil 73.55 1.21
PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports 694.35.....47.45
Asian Paints 3047.20 13.10
Axis Bank 736.30 -2.30
Bajaj Auto 4167.10...113.20
Bajaj Finserv 11999.35...180.80
Bajaj Finance 6087.05....... 36.80
Bharti Airtel 538.75....10.10
BPCL....ooiiio 47235 -4.55
Britannia Ind ....3619.20.....-38.95
Cipla 960.90. 9.95
Coal India 146.40 -5.75
Divis Lab 4197.30...-105.05
Dr Reddys Lab 5283.90 -2.60
Eicher Motors 2707.55...... 33.80
Grasim Ind 1480.75.......22.55
HCL Tech 975.25...-11.15
HDFC 2488.10 0.80
HDFC Bank 1479.80.......13.70
HDFC Life 709.20 8.90
Hero MotoCorp 2891.35...-22.75
Hindalco 371.35 2.10
Hind Unilever 2482.90.......65.20
ICICI Bank...................630.40........-2.60
Indusind Bank............. 995.40....... 11.35
Infosys ...1503.30 8.00
Indian OilCorp 112.30 2.30
ITC 204.55 -1.10
JSW Steel 670.60......-25.75
Kotak Bank 1760.45 -5.60
L&T 1476.00......-11.55
M&M 781.55.....-24.15
Maruti Suzuki 6959.35......-10.00
Nestle India Ltd. ... 17670.65... -388.40
NTPC 113.55 -3.85
ONGC 120.25 -4.85
PowerGrid Corp 233.00 -6.85
Reliance Ind 2225.65.......10.00
SBI Life 982.55 -0.75
State Bank..............412.90....-7.35
Shree Cement 28045.80...-322.30
Sun Pharma 668.50 3.45
Tata  Consumer
Products Ltd. 739.80 -5.20
Tata Motors 337.40 -8.25
Tata Steel 1092.30......-11.45
TCS 3297.30....-20.45
Tech Mahindra 1070.70 -9.55
Titan 1711.30 -0.10
UltraTech Cement.....6693.90......-10.95
UPL 808.00......-27.05
Wipro 549.80 -8.90

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on June 18

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL
US Dollar .73.66......73.98
Euro 87.77.....88.16
British Pound 102.40....102.85
Japanese Yen (100)...66.87......67.19
Chinese Yuan 11.45 11.50
Swiss Franc 80.14.....80.54
Singapore Dollar 54.90.....55.17
Canadian Dollar 59.53.....59.82
Malaysian Ringitt 17.79 17.87

Source:Indian Bank

Forex reserves rise to
record high of $608 bn
MUMBALI

The country's foreign
exchange reserves surged by
$3.074 billion to reach a
record high of $608.081
billion in the week ended
June 11, RBI data showed. pmi

Q2 manufacturing expectations drop

RBI’s June Industrial Outlook Survey points to adverse economic conditions: Bhide in MPC’s minutes

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Early results from the RBI’s
June Industrial Outlook Sur-
vey show that not only has
the summary index of cur-
rent business conditions for
the manufacturing sector
dropped for the current
quarter, but also that the in-
dex of expectations for the
second quarter of FY2022
has declined, as per observa-
tions made by Shashanka
Bhide, member of the RBI’s
Monetary Policy Committee,
at the MPC meeting earlier
this month. The RBI on Fri-
day released the minutes of
the meeting.

“These perceptions of bu-
siness conditions point to
the adverse economic condi-
tions,” Dr. Bhide noted.

He said while the data on
the impact of the second

Wipro toraise
junior staff pay
fromSept.1

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

IT services major Wipro
said it will give wage hikes
to junior employees with
effect from September 1.

“Wipro Limited will in-
itiate merit salary increases
for all eligible employees
up to Band B3 (assistant
manager and below), effec-
tive September 1. In Janu-
ary, the company had an-
nounced salary hikes for
eligible employees in these
bands, who form 80% of
the company’s workforce -
this is the second hike in
this calendar year,” it said.

As announced earlier,
all eligible employees
above band ClI (managers
and above) will receive pay
hikes effective June 1, Wi-
pro added.

INTERVIEW | G.P. HINDUJA

OWO is our largest redevelopment, it
is the group’s commitment to Britain

‘London’s Old War Office complex will have residences, a hotel, restaurants, a spa’

LALATENDU MISHRA

The Hinduja Group recently
put up its OWO Residences
by Raffles, Europe’s first Raf-
fles-branded residences, on
the market. Targeted at ul-
tra-high-net-worth  indivi-
duals, who may aspire to
own a piece of the Old War
Office, the property’s redeve-
lopment is set to be complet-
ed in 2022.

Group co-chairman G.P.
Hinduja said the property,
which had stood witness to
many wars and had been
closed to the public for more
than a century, had been
transformed into a destina-
tion of tolerance, peace and
happiness. Excerpts:

How significant is this
development?

m We have a great liking for
heritage buildings and we
gained great experience in
restoring Carlton House Ter-
race, which is our residence
now. We have a good team in
place under the company
Westminster Development
Services.

This vertical will work on
development of heritage
properties. My son Sanjay
and my daughter-in-law Sha-
lini (wife of Dheeraj Hinduja)
have been actively involved
in this project. We are alrea-
dy in negotiations with 2-3
more such iconic heritage
properties.

For the Hinduja family
and the Group, this is our lar-
gest real estate redevelop-
ment. The Old War Office
has seen many wars and bad
times; our aim was to trans-
form this into a destination
of tolerance, peace and hap-
piness. There is nothing
quite like ‘The OWO’ — a
building constructed in 1906
for government and war.

In the 21st century, it has
undergone a transformation
on a scale never achieved be-
fore, bringing it new life and
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purpose. We have tried to
maintain its originality. We
are converting a Grade II list-
ed century-old building into
luxury, serviced residences
with a five-star hotel. Locat-
ed on Whitehall, close to 10
Downing Street, St James’s
Park, Buckingham Palace
and the Palace of Westmin-
ster, The OWO is one of Lon-
don’s most important ad-
dresses.

Residents, hotel guests
and visitors will be a short
stroll from Buckingham Pa-
lace, The National Gallery,
The Tate and The Royal Aca-
demy. Our late father always
taught us to act local and
think global. We have been
living here for 40 years and
wanted to create a legacy of
our contribution to the U.K.
The OWO is our commit-
ment to Britain.

What has gone into this?
m It has been a journey of
learning and discovery, res-
toration and conservation,
alliances and partnerships,
and even the most unexpect-
ed — a global pandemic. We
have brought in the world’s
best architects, engineers,
craftsmen and designers to
create a location never seen
before for homeowners, ho-
tel guests and visitors.
Having undergone a mon-
umental and painstaking
transformation over the last
five years, this landmark is
set to complete in 2022 and
will also comprise the Capi-
tal’s first Raffles Hotel with
125-rooms and suites, a col-
lection of nine restaurants
and bars, and an immersive
spa. We worked closely with
organisations specialising in
historic buildings including
Historic England and the
Prince’s Regeneration Trust.

What was the cost of
acquisition? How much did
you invest in restoration?

m There is a huge demand

»

Hard times: The summary index of current business conditions
for manufacturing declined for Q1. =susHiL KUMAR VERMA

wave of the COVID-19 pan-
demic was limited, qualita-
tive data from the surveys of
households and enterprises
suggest ‘significant dent’ in
consumer and business sen-

timent. “The survey of Con-
sumer Confidence conduct-
ed by RBI in the last week of
April and up to May 10, in 13
major cities... reveals a sharp
rise in the percentage of res-

RBI clears Centrum’s way
for PMC Bank takeover

Gives nod for small finance bank

PRESSS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

Paving the way for the take-
over of crisis-ridden Punjab
and Maharashtra Coopera-
tive Bank (PMC), the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) on
Friday granted in-principle
approval to Centrum Finan-
cial Services to set up a
small finance bank (SFB).

Centrum was one of the
applicants for takeover of
the PMC Bank.

“This ‘in-principle’ ap-
proval has been accorded in
specific pursuance to the
Centrum Financial Services
Limited’s offer dated Febru-
ary 1, in response to the ex-
pression of interest notifica-
tion published by the PMC
Bank Ltd.,” the RBI said.

In September 2019, the

for private residences in the
pandemic-hit world. We
have received a good res-
ponse. However, we are be-
ing very careful; we want to
conduct a KYC and back-
ground check for every
buyer.

The total value of the pro-
ject was £1.2 billion. At the
time, the media widely re-
ported the purchase price
was £340 million. We had a
Switzerland-based company
as a partner in this project;
however they faced some fi-
nancial difficulties midway
due to the global pandemic
following which we bought
their shares. This is owned
100% by the Hinduja family.

We have spent 5 years on
the redevelopment to reach
the stage today where we are
launching sales of The OWO
Residences by Raffles.

How challenging has the
restoration been?

m This is a monumental
transformation of an enor-
mous building — with over
1,100 offices spread across
2.5 miles of corridors. We
have had to ensure the build-
ing remained structurally
sound while adding over
1,80,000 sq. ft to provide
7,60,000 sq. ft of floor space
with new floors to both the
existing roof and basement.

What is the most expensive
property in the complex?

m The starting price for 2-be-
droom residences is £5.8
million. The most expensive
will be the larger turret resi-
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RBI had superseded the
board of PMC and placed it
under regulatory restriction
after detecting financial ir-
regularities, hiding and mis-
reporting of loans given to
realty developer HDIL.
PMC’s exposure to HDIL
was over 36,500 crore, or
73% of its total loan book
size of 8,880 crore as of
September 19, 2019.

dences (each with a private
3-storey turret) and the two
penthouses, each of which
are ‘price on application’.
There are penthouses which
could be around £150 mil-
lion and four- to five-be-
droom residencies would
cost in the range of £7,000 to
£8,000 per sq. ft. As we have
announced the commence-
ment of sales this week, it is
too early to share the pricing
of these residences.

What is the Group’s long-
term plan in real estate?

m For the Hinduja family and
Group, this is our largest real
estate redevelopment. We
remain open to other oppor-
tunities to restore and rede-
velop unique historic ‘tro-
phy’ properties across the
U.K. and Europe.

Our founder believed land
and property increase in va-
lue and [he] invested across
India. Our real estate compa-
ny, Hinduja Realty Ventures
Ltd. has large land banks
across Bengaluru, Hydera-
bad, Chennai and Mumbai,
where plans are in hand for
major redevelopments.

What is your assessment of
the pandemic-hit global and
Indian economies?

m The global economy is re-
silient and will bounce back
— stock prices are high in the
U.K., property prices are ris-
ing and across many econo-
mies, there is some opti-
mism. For India, we have the
skill, know-how and exper-
tise to become a top-five glo-
bal economy - it is a bed of
roses, but there are also
thorns. The government
must make it easier and
more attractive for foreign
investment.

If this is implemented
well, India can become the
third-largest economy in the
next 8-10 years. The unfortu-
nate thing is implementation
has a long way to go in India.

pondents who perceive the
current general economic
conditions to be worse than
a year back, compared to a
similar survey conducted
two months back,” he
added.

Importantly, 51.5% of the
respondents opined that
economic conditions would
be worse a year ahead.

Observing that the econo-
my’s recovery would hinge
on the decline in the spread
of the disease, he said, “ac-
celeration in the vaccination
program and availability of
health care would be a key to
boost the confidence of the
consumers, workers and
producers in the resumption
of their economic lives”.

Ashima Goyal, another
member, cautioned against
laying too much store by the
latest round of the RBI’s sur-

Hyundai
unveils
Alcazar SUV

N. ANAND
CHENNAI

South Korean carmaker
Hyundai Motor India Ltd.
(HMIL) forayed into the
premium 6/7 seater sport
utility vehicle (SUV) seg-
ment with the introduction
of Alcazar.

“This new product is
wholly designed and deve-
loped in India at a cost of
%650 crore,” said Tarun
Garg, director, sales, mar-
keting and service, HMIL.
It had an indigenisation le-
vel of 90%, he said.

“In the last 10 days, it se-
cured 4,000 bookings,” he
added. The SUV is priced
upwards of 16.53 lakh for
diesel engines and 16.30
lakh for petrol engines. It
will have a waiting period
of 6 to 8 weeks.

veys, noting that these were
conducted during a “period
of highest fear and uncer-
tainty that very likely affect-
ed consumer responses” gi-
ven that the number of fresh
cases peaked on May 7. “Ro-
bust inferences have to await
surveys taken in more nor-
mal times,” she suggested.

‘Forecasts less reliable’
Dr. Goyal also noted that the
MPC had moved to data-
based guidance, given that
expectations and forecasts
were less reliable in times of
‘such uncertainty’, a view
echoed by fellow member
Jayanth R. Varma.

Prof. Varma said the MPC
must be sensitive to the risk
that inflation expectations
could become entrenched if
inflation remains elevated
for too long.

S&P lifts ICICI Bank’s
rating outlook to stable

Agency says stake sales to help lender

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

S&P Global Ratings on Fri-
day said it has revised the
rating outlook on ICICI Bank
Ltd. to stable from negative
on grounds that the lender
will benefit from the sale of
stake in subsidiaries.

The rating agency af-
firmed its ‘BBB-’ long-term
and ‘A-3’ short-term issuer
credit ratings of ICICI Bank.

“We revised the rating
outlook to reflect our view
that ICICI Bank will main-
tain its strong capital posi-
tion over the next 24
months,” S&P said.

“The bank will benefit
from the sale of stakes in
subsidiaries and gradual
normalisation of earnings,
which should reduce risks
associated with its capital

Paytm seeks investor nod

for X120-bn new stock sale

Aims to raise $3 bn in ‘biggest-ever’ [PO

REUTERS
NEW DELHI

Digital payments firm Paytm
is seeking shareholder ap-
proval to sell up to 120 bil-
lion ($1.62 billion) in new
stock in what could be the
country’s biggest-ever initial
public offering at a total of
$3 billion.

Paytm, which counts Chi-
na’s Alibaba and Japan’s
SoftBank as backers, will sell
new shares and will also
have an option to retain an
over-subscription of up to
1%, the company said in a
notice for an extraordinary
general meeting (EGM) of
shareholders in Delhi on Ju-
ly 12. The company is aiming
to raise $3 billion via the pu-
blic listing on Indian bours-
es, a source familiar with

the matter told Reuters.

It has hired banks JPMor-
gan Chase, Morgan Stanley,
ICICI Securities and Gold-
man Sachs for the IPO, the
source added. At the EGM,
Paytm also plans to propose
that its founder, Vijay Shek-
har Sharma, be relieved
from his role as the compa-
ny’s ‘promoter’, the compa-
ny said in the notice.

ety |

position,” it said.

In a statement, S&P fore-
cast that ICICI Bank will
maintain a risk-adjusted
capital (RAC) ratio of more
than 10% over the next 24
months.

“Our expectation factors
in 13-14% credit growth for
the bank, an improvement
in earnings and sale of stake
in insurance subsidiaries ov-
er the period,” it said.

Jio added over
79 lakh users
in March: TRAI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Telecom operator Reliance
Jio gained more than 79
lakh mobile users in
March, surpassing the
combined net adds by riv-
als Bharti Airtel and Voda-
fone Idea during the
month, according to data
released by regulator TRAI
on Friday.

While Bharti Airtel ad-
ded 40.5 lakh wireless us-
ers, Vodafone Idea gained
10.8 lakh customers during
March compared with the
previous month.

Jio added 79.18 lakh
wireless subscribers in
March, taking its customer
base to about 42.29 crore.

Bharti Airtel’s user base
swelled to 35.23 crore as of
March 2021.
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Wet start: Heavy overnight and morning rain put to rest any chance of play on the first day.

Rain washes out first day

Reserve day to come into effect as six hours of play is lost

WTC FINAL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SOUTHAMPTON

The eagerly-awaited open-
ing day of the World Test
Championship final bet-
ween India and New Zea-
land was rained out here
on Friday, which is set to
bring the reserve day into
the equation.

As per the ICC playing
conditions guidelines for
the WTC final, if required,
the reserve sixth day can
now come into effect with
six hours of play lost on day
one itself.

WI makes
early inroads

SA IN WI

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
GROS-ISLET (ST. LUCIA)
West Indies made early in-
roads during a rain-inter-
rupted first session to have
South Africa struggling at
44 for three at lunch after
the visitors were put in on
the opening day of the se-
cond Test here on Friday.
Heavily criticised after
choosing to bat first on a
seaming pitch a week ear-
lier in the first Test at the
same venue, home captain
Kraigg Brathwaite did not
hesitate to bowl first on
winning the toss again.
The decision was justi-
fied with Shannon Gabriel,
who missed the first Test
through injury, Jayden
Seales and senior seamer
Kemar Roach picking up a
wicket each.

SCOREBOARD

South Africa — 1st innings:
Dean Elgar (batting) 22,
Aiden Markram c Chase b
Gabriel O, Keegan Petersen ¢
Holder b Seales 7, Rassie van
der Dussen b Roach 4, Kyle
Verreynne (batting) 1; Extras
(b-1, lb-8, w-1): 10; Total (for
three wkts. in 25 overs, at
lunch): 44.

Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-26,
3-37.

West Indies bowling: Roach
9-5-11-1, Gabriel 6-3-11-1,
Seales 4-1-8-1, Holder 5-3-
5-0, Chase 1-1-0-0.

Toss: West Indies.

There was forecast of
rain and thunder showers
and the heavens opened up
last evening with relentless
downpour continuing till
afternoon.

Puddles everywhere
With puddles forming
throughout the outfield,
even the best drainage sys-
tem couldn’t have possibly
forced some action on the
opening day.

Umpires Michael Gough
and Richard Illingworth, af-
ter multiple inspections,
called off the game at 7.30
p.m. IST (3 p.m. local time).

While there has been

Debutant Shafali Verma

i once again looked in great
: touch as she remained not
¢ out on 55 off 68 deliveries
¢ when the day’s play ended
¢ after the final session was
¢ washed out. The other open-
i er, Smriti Mandhana (8), de-
. parted early. Deepti Sharma
¢ (18 batting) was the other un-
. beaten batter.

. Deficit of 165

¢ Earlier, resuming at 187 for
¢ five, India was all out for 231
¢ in its first innings, 165 runs
¢ short of England’s 396.

Deepti Sharma (29 not

out) was the only player to
¢ put up a fight even as the
others fell cheaply.

From 167 for no loss, India

¢ lost eight wickets for 30
¢ runs. Left-arm spinner So-
. phie Ecclestone finished
¢ with four for 88.

talk about Southampton
being the preferred venue,
it has been learnt that the
BCCI was taken into confi-
dence by both the ICC and
England and Wales Cricket
Board before they finalised
the venue which also has a
five-star facility within the
premises, helping create a
tight bio-secure bubble.

Fickle weather

The English weather is
known to be fickle and, in
any case, there was no gua-
rantee that the match being
played at any other venue
would have not led to a
wash-out on the first day.
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India has conquered
the ‘away’ barrier

S. DINAKAR

CHENNAI

Just as the weather gods
swung a damp curtain across
Southampton’s Ageas Bowl
and washed out the WTC fi-
nal’s opening day, it was also
time to acknowledge India’s
switch in mindset that
helped Virat Kohli’s men tra-
vel so far.

Back at Centurion, South
Africa, 2018, disappointment
was writ large on Kohli’s vis-
age. India had lost a Test it
should have won and the
mood in the press confe-
rence room was grim.

The skipper breathed fire:
“If you want to win away
from home, you’ve got to eat,
breathe and sleep with it in
your mind. You have got to
dream about it.”

And when India won the
next Test — it lost the series
2-1 though — at the Wander-

Ei

could handle the red ball with aplomb too. =GeTTYIMAGES

SCOREBOARD

Big change: The Indians have become coriﬁdent travellers.

ers on a rather vicious pitch,
Kohli’s men appeared to
have got the message.

Kohli and coach Ravi Shas-
tri made a conscious effort
not to complain about condi-
tions away from home. As
bowling coach B. Arun would
say, “We wanted to make the
foreign soil our home
ground.”

Shastri got the side to
make this mental switch.
Away games were no longer
seen as a barrier. And when
India stunned Australia 2-1 in
the Test series down under in
2018-19, Shastri said, “The
lessons we learnt in South
Africa enabled us to win
here.”

The conquering of the
‘away series’ psychological
hurdle has been a huge factor
in India progressing to the
WTC final.

R

‘Shafali dazzles with second fifty of the match

- India follows on
- after being

. bowled out

- for 231in the

- first innings;

- Ecclestone

- picks up four

I iNDIA IN ENG

: PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BRISTOL

¢ India was 83 for one at
¢ stumps after being forced to
¢ follow-on on the third day of
: the one-off Test against En-
. gland here on Friday.

Icing on the cake: Shafali, known for her exploits in limited-overs cricket, showed that she

England — 1st innings: 396 for
nine decl.

India — 1st innings: Smriti
Mandhana c Brunt b Sciver 78
(155b, 14x4), Shafali Verma c
Shrubsole b Cross 96 (152b,
13x4, 2x6), Punam Raut lbw b
Knight 2 (31b), Shikha Pandey c
& b Knight O (6b), Mithali Raj ¢
Beaumont b Ecclestone 2 (2b),
Harmanpreet Kaur lbw b Ec-
clestone 4 (11b, 1x4), Deepti
Sharma (not out) 29 (73b, 4x4),
Taniya Bhatia lbw b Ecclestone
0 (6b), Sneh Rana c Jones b Ec-
clestone 2 (16b), Pooja Vastra-

kar b Brunt 12 (34b, 3x4), Jhu-
lan Goswami b Shrubsole 1 (3b);
Extras (b-4, lb-1): 5; Total (in
81.2 overs): 231.

Fall of wickets: 1-167 (Shafali,
48.5 overs), 2-179 (Smriti,
54.3), 3-179 (Shikha, 55.6), 4-
183 (Mithali, 57.2), 5-183 (Pu-
nam, 58.2), 6-187 (Harman-
preet, 61.1), 7-187 (Taniya,
63.1), 8-197 (Sneh, 69.3), 9-230
(Pooja, 80.1).

England bowling: Brunt 11-2-
42-1, Shrubsole 10.2-2-18-1,
Sciver 10-3-22-1, Cross 12-4-
40-1, Ecclestone 26-5-88-4,

The Dutch coast into the pre-quarterfinals

Sweden takes control of its progress with a win over Slovakia

EURO 2020

REUTERS
AMSTERDAM

An early Memphis Depay pe-
nalty and a Denzel Dumfties
goal gave the Netherlands a
convincing 2-0 victory over
Austria on Thursday and a
place in the Euro 2020 last 16
as Group C winner.

The Dutch cannot be over-
taken at the head of the
standings after a second win
while Austria’s hopes rest on
the result of its last match
against Ukraine.

The 11th-minute spot-kick
provided an early platform
for the home side and flying
full back Dumfries proved a
popular scorer at the Johan
Cruyff Arena as he doubled
the tally in the 67th minute
with his second goal in as
many matches.

The Dutch were awarded
the penalty after Dumfries
was caught on the foot by
Austrian captain David Alba
on the corner of the penalty
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Dispatching it: The Netherlands' Memphis Depay made no
mistake from the spot against Austria. =reuTers

area. But it was only given af-
ter referee Orel Grinfeeld
consulted the pitchside VAR
monitor, with Depay dis-
patching spot-kick powerful-
ly underneath the diving Da-

»

niel Bachman.

The second goal came af-
ter Donyell Malen beat the
offside trap and unselfishly
played in the charging Dum-
fries, whose finish was en-

TODAY'S SCHEDULE
L______GROUPF |

Hungary vs France
6.30 p.m.

Portugal vs Germany
9.30 p.m.

Spain vs Poland
12.30 a.m. (Sunday)

Live on Sony Ten 2, 3 &
Sony Six (SD & HD)

thusiastically celebrated by
his team mates and the
16,000-strong crowd.

Emil Forsberg’s second-
half penalty sealed Sweden a
1-0 win over Slovakia in Saint
Petersburg on Friday as the
Scandinavians moved top of
Group E. A point in its final
game against Poland would
be enough of a top-two finish
for Sweden in the group.

The results: Group C: the Neth-
erlands 2 (Depay 11-pen, Dum-
fries 67) bt Austria O.

Group E: Sweden 1 (Forsberg
77-pen) bt Slovakia O.

Group D: Croatia 1 (Perisic 47)
drew with Czech Republic 1
(Schick 37-pen).

Knight 11-8-7-2, Dunkley 1-0-
9-0.

India — 2nd innings (following
on): Smriti ¢ Sciver b Brunt 8
(13b, 1x4), Shafali (batting) 55
(68b, 11x4), Deepti (batting) 18
(66b, 2x4); Extras (Lb-1, w-1): 2;
Total (for one wkt. in 24.3 ov-
ers): 83.

Fall of wicket: 1-29 (Smriti,
4.3).

England bowling: Brunt 8-3-
21-1, Shrubsole 6-1-25-0, Ec-
clestone 6-2-12-0, Cross 4.3-0-
24-0.

SHORT PASSES

Eriksen discharged

from hospital

COPENHAGEN

Christian Eriksen was
discharged from the
hospital on Friday, nearly a
week after collapsing on the
field during a match. The
Danish soccer federation
wrote on Twitter that
Eriksen has been through a
successful operation to fit a
cardiac device. “The
operation went well, and |
am doing well under the
circumstances,” Eriksen said
in the tweet. ap

Busquets returns

to Spain squad

SEVILLE

Spain got its most experienced
player back at the European
Championship on Friday. The
Spanish soccer federation said
Sergio Busquets tested
negative for COVID-19 on
Thursday, so he was allowed
back with the team after being
in isolation since testing
positive on June 6. The
Barcelona midfielder will be in
Seville for Spain's match
against Poland on Saturday,
though he is not likely to play
ifter not practising regularly.

Playing XI can be changed as the
toss is not yet over, says Sridhar

Reveals that the players, staff are following the women’s Test

ASHWIN ACHAL
S. DIPAK RAGAV

n a dull day of endless
Owaiting and no crick-

et action, it is impor-
tant to stay in good spirits.
India fielding coach R. Srid-
har was certainly in a cheer-
ful mood, starting the end-
of-day media interaction
with his own take on the vi-
ral Cristiano Ronaldo-Coca
Cola incident.

“Should I move the Coke
bottle before we start? Will
the share prices be affected
if I do it?” Sridhar joked, be-
fore taking questions from
the media.

Given that the toss has not
been conducted yet, and
that persistent rain can af-
fect match conditions, the
Indian team has the option
to make changes to the play-
ing eleven announced ear-
lier.

“I'think the playing eleven
which was announced on
Thursday is the eleven
which takes the pitch and
conditions out of the equa-
tion.

“It’s the eleven which can
play and perform on any gi-
ven surface, and in any given
weather conditions. But hav-
ing said that, the toss is not
yet over. If a decision needs
to be taken, it will be taken
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Umbrellas out: Southee, Boult and Wagner make a splash

on arainy day in Southampton. =cerTv ImAGES

at the time of the toss,” Srid-
har said.

The players and staff are
closely following the Indian
women’s team’s Test match
against England, Sridhar
said.

“We have not missed a
beat in the girls’ game, right
from day one. It is broadcast
live in our team rooms and
breakfast area.

“Today, when we were
waiting for the rain to stop,
all of us were sitting together
and encouraging our girls...

Auger-Aliassime moves
into the semifinals

TENNIS

AGENCIES
HALLE

Felix Auger-Aliassime, who
stunned his idol Roger Fe-
derer in the pre-quarterfi-
nals, cruised into the last
four of the Halle Open with
a 6-3, 6-2 win over Marcos
Giron.

Fourth seed Andrey Ru-
blev moved into the semifi-
nals of a grasscourt tourna-
ment for the first time in his
career after beating Philipp
Kohlschreiber 7-6(4), 6-2.

Rublev will face qualifier
Nikoloz Basilashvili for a
place in the final with the
latter beating South Africa’s
Lloyd Harris 6-4, 7-6(5).

Muguruza exits

In the WTA tournament in
Berlin, Alize Cornet put paid
to the hopes of former Wim-
bledon champion Garbine
Muguruza in the quarterfi-
nals with a comeback 4-6,
6-3, 7-6(5) win.

Also making the last four
was fift-seeded Belinda Ben-
cic, who beat Ekaterina
Alexandrova 6-4, 4-6, 7-6(4).

Osaka to skip Wimbledon

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LOS ANGELES
Japanese star Naomi Osaka
has withdrawn from Wim-
bledon, her agent con-
firmed on Thursday, weeks
after the World No. 2 pulled
out of the French Open cit-
ing her struggle with de-
pression and anxiety.
“Naomi won’t be playing
Wimbledon this year,” Osa-
ka’s agent Stuart Duguid
said in an email to AFP.
Osaka has been in the
spotlight since withdrawing
from the French Open.Wim-
bledon is the second tourna-
ment Osaka has withdrawn
from since abandoning her
French Open campaign af-

Osaka. =arp

ter one match. She also
withdrew from a WTA tour-
nament in Berlin.

Meanwhile, US Open
champion Dominic Thiem
joined Nadal in withdrawing
from the Tokyo Olympics.

World No. 5 Thiem said
he wanted to concentrate
on Wimbledon.

Shafali (Varma) reminds us
so much of Viru (Virender
Sehwag), with the way she
plays and her mindset,” Srid-
har said.

Wait and see

New Zealand vice-captain
Tom Latham stated that the
playing eleven is yet to be fi-
nalised.

“We have not confirmed
the final eleven. We have to
wait and see when we get
the chance to look at the
wicket,” Latham said.

Milkha's
~ condition
~ turns critical

R

Milkha. =FiLE PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHANDIGARH

Legendary Indian
athlete Milkha Singh’s
condition turned
critical on Friday
evening as he
developed
complications,
including fever and
dropping of oxygen
saturation level, after a
bout with COVID-19, in
the Intensive Care Unit
of the PGIMER hospital
here.

The 91-year-old, who
tested negative for the
virus on Wednesday
and was shifted to a
general ICU, is being
closely monitored by a
team of doctors. “His
condition has turned
critical,” PGIMER
sources said.

Oosthuizen and Henley in the van

Molinari, Bello a stroke behind after a delayed first round

US OPEN

REUTERS
SAN DIEGO

Louis Oosthuizen completed
his first-round play in the
U.S. Open with a pair of pars
on Friday morning to main-
tain a share of first place at
Torrey Pines. The South
African is tied with Russell
Henley, who posted a 4-un-
der 67 in the first round on
Thursday.

Oosthuizen began the U.S.
Open with a sub-70 round
for the third year in a row.
Upon returning to the
course on Friday, he had
two holes to play to finish his
first round.

Italy’s Francesco Molinari
and Spain’s Rafa Cabrera
Bello are one stroke back at
3-under.

Big bunch

Two-time champion Brooks
Koepka, Xander Schauffele,
Hayden Buckley, Spain’s Jon
Rahm and Masters cham-

T

Giving it his all: Russell Henley set the pace on Thursday with
afour-under 67 on Thursday. =arp

pion Hideki Matsuyama of
Japan were set to begin the
second round at 2 under.

About three dozen golfers
completed first rounds on
Friday after play was sus-
pended the previous day be-
cause of darkness. Earlier on
Thursday, the beginning of
the tournament was delayed
for about 90 minutes be-

cause of fog.

A total of 23 golfers ended

up under par through the
first round.
Leading scores: 67: Russell
Henley (USA), Louis Oosthui-
zen (RSA); 68: Francesco Moli-
nari (Ita), Rafa Cabrera Bello
(Esp); 69: Brooks Koepka
(USA), Xander Schauffele
(USA), Hayden Buckley (USA),
Hideki Matsuyama (Jpn), Jon
Rahm (Esp), Rikuya Hoshino
(Jpn).
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TV PICKS

WTC final 2021: India v New
Zealand, Star Sports 1 (SD &
HD), 3 p.m.

England Women vs India
Women: Only Test, Sony Ten
1(SD & HD), 3.30 p.m.

F1: French GP (Qualifying):
SS Select 2 (SD & HD), 6.30
p.m.

Euro 2020: Sony Ten 2, 3 &
Sony Six HD (SD & HD), 6.30
p.m., 9.30 p.m. &12.30 a.m.
(Sunday)

Golf: USGA: US Open cham-
pionship: Eurosport (SD &
HD), 11.30 p.m.

IN BRIE

Bucks take series

into decider

LOS ANGELES

Milwaukee Bucks beat
Brooklyn Nets 104-89 in
game six of their NBA playoff
series on Thursday.

The result (semifinal): EC:
Milwaukee Bucks 104 bt
Brooklyn Nets 89 (Series tied
3-3).

JSW to be additional
sponsor for Olympics

NEW DELHI

The Indian Olympic
Association has roped in JSW
as an additional sponsor for
the Tokyo Olympics. "We are
happy to announce one more
sponsorship offer confirmed
with the JSW Group for the
Tokyo Olympic Games. Mr.
Parth Jindal, CEO of JSW has
confirmed a sponsorship of
%1 crore to the I0A," the I0A
said in a statement on Friday.

Ankita Raina in

doubles semifinals
NOTTINGHAM

Ankita Raina and Renata
Zarazua of Mexico beat Great
Britain's Naomi Broady and
Murray Sharan 7-6(4), 6-3 to
enter the doubles semifinals
of the $100,000 ITF women's
tournament here.

Other results: $25,000 ITF
women, Figueira Da Foz,
Portugal: Pre-quarterfinals:
Arianne Hartono (Ned) bt Riya
Bhatia 6-3, 6-2.

Kevin O'Brien

ends ODI career

LONDON

Ireland all-rounder Kevin
O'Brien, whose 50-ball
century against England in a
2011 World Cup match
remains the fastest in the
tournament's history, has quit
One-Day Internationals,

Cricket Ireland said on Friday.
REUTERS

Praneeth wins

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Telangana’s V. Praneeth (10
points) defeated Delhi’s
Sankalp Kukreja in the 11th
and final round to win the
National (under-14) online
rapid chess title on Friday.
In fact, Rajasthan’s Vran-
shank Chouhan (9.5) did
Praneeth a favour by beat-
ing the 10th round joint-
leader Sandip Nagare to
become the runner-up.
Sandip topped an eight-
player tie for third place at
nine points.
Final standings (after 11
rounds): 1 V. Praneeth (Tel,
10 points), 2. Vranshank
Chouhan (Raj, 9.5); 3-10. San-
dip Nagare (Mah), A.R. Ilam-
parthi (TN), Sankalp Kukreja
(Del), Harsh Suresh (TN),
Bhavesh Mahajan (Punjab),
Mohamad Imran (AP), Om
Manish Kadam (Mah) and Sa-
hib Singh (Del) (9 each).

New-look men’s squad for Tokyo

Three veterans dropped as selectors opt for fresh-legs formula

HOCKEY

UTHRA GANESAN
NEW DELHI

The 16-member Indian
men’s hockey squad for the
Tokyo Olympics was an-
nounced on Friday with a
few surprise inclusions and
omissions that reiterate the
team management’s prefe-
rence for youngsters.

Only five players from the
Rio Olympics have been re-
tained, with P.R. Sreejesh
and Manpreet Singh playing
their third Olympics. Har-
manpreet Singh, Rupinder
Pal Singh and Surender Ku-
mar are the other three.

Surprise exclusions

While Birendra Lakra, who
missed Rio due to a knee in-
jury and surgery, returns,
the most surprising exclu-
sions are those of the striking
trio of S.V. Sunil, Akashdeep
Singh and Ramandeep
Singh.
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The three have a collective
600 caps and 200 interna-
tional goals in major
competitions.

While Hockey India said
the team was “fuelled with a
fresh approach-based in-

Best aﬁong equals: The relatively youﬁg Indian team will hope to make a mark in Tokyo.

tense training and prepara-
tion” at the ongoing prepara-
tory camp, the absence of
seniors, along with Varun
Kumar, seems to indicate
persistence with the fresh-
legs formula in team selec-

tion, especially in the attack
section.

Tough task

“It has not been an easy pro-
cess to make the final selec-
tion as there is a lot of quality

Indians look to gain sparring experience

They will train in Italy till July 10; Mary Kom to hone her skills at ASI

BOXING

Y.B. SARANGI
KOLKATA

The Tokyo Olympics-bound
Indian boxers will look to
gain some valuable sparring
experience during their final
exposure tour to Italy over
the next few weeks.

Eight of the nine Olym-
pics-qualified boxers — in-
cluding Amit Panghal (52kg)
and Vikas Krishan (69kg)
among men and Simranjit
Kaur (60kg) and Lovlina Bor-
gohain (69kg) among women
— and eight other elite pugi-
lists of the country will be
part of the trip to Assisi till Ju-
ly 10.

London Olympics bronze
medallist M.C. Mary Kom
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(51kg) has preferred to stay
back and train at the Army
Sports Institute (ASI), Pune.

Significant

The camp assumes signifi-
cance as boxers from at least
six other countries, includ-
ing Italy, Columbia, Domini-
can Republic, Venezuela,

Ecuador and France, are ex-
pected to take part.

“The idea is to get some
good sparring. Facing diffe-
rent national sparring styles
and different opponents is
important. We get good spar-
ring in India, but the boxers
know each other well. It’s not
the same when you go out
and spar with others from
different countries,” high
performance director Santia-
go Nieva told The Hindu on
Friday hours before the
squad’s departure to Italy.

In the run-up to the Olym-
pics, Nieva said, “the focus is
on how to be more effective,
more aggressive and add
more power on the
punches”.

“Different situations re-

Brazil has it easy against Peru

Under-strength Venezuela holds Colombia goalless

COPA AMERICA

AGENCIES
SAO PAULO

Brazil changed half of its
starting lineup to face Peru
on Thursday in its second
Copa America match and
still cruised to a 4-0 victory.

It was the Selecao’s ninth
consecutive victory, and
another display that sug-
gests the tournament hosts
are the favourites to defend
their South American title.

Defender Alex Sandro,
Neymar, midfielder Everton
Ribeiro and striker Richarli-
son scored the goals in Rio
de Janeiro.

The result puts Brazil atop
the Group B standings with
six points. Colombia is two
points behind after its 0-0
draw with Venezuela.

Neymar’s record
Neymar’s goal took him past
former Brazil striker Ronal-
do as the country’s second
top goalscorer behind Pele.
Neymar reached the mark
in 107 games and is now just
nine behind Pele, who

stonewalled everything that Colombia threw at him. =ap

scored 77 goals in 92 games.

“It’s obviously a great ho-
nour for me to be part of the
Brazil team’s history,” a tear-
ful Neymar said.

“To be completely hon-
est, my dream was always to
play for Brazil, to wear this
shirt. I never imagined I
would reach these
numbers.”

Pele backed Neymar and
wrote on Instagram, “Today,
he took another step to-
wards my goalscoring re-
cord for the (national team).
And I'm rooting for him to

get there.”

An understrength Vene-
zuela managed just one shot
at goal for the second game
in a row but shut out a supe-
rior Colombia.

Venezuela mustered just
one shot at goal compared to
Colombia’s 17, requiring a
dazzling performance from
its goalkeeper Wuilker Fari-
nez to keep a clean sheet.
The results: Group B: Colombia
0 drew with Venezuela O; Bra-
zil 4 (Alex Sandro 12, Neymar
68, Everton Ribeiro 89, Richar-
lison 90+3) bt Peru 0.

Indians need to improve in technical ability: Stimac

‘Only by playing over 40 games a season, they can compete against the best’

FOOTBALL

AMITABHA DAS SHARMA
KOLKATA

The national coach Igor Sti-
mac said there are not
enough players with requisite
technical ability to make the
senior national football team
competitive enough.

Speaking to the media on
Friday, following India’s re-
cently concluded World Cup
qualification campaign, Sti-
mac said that the stake-hol-
ders of Indian football should
look at this fact and devise a
system that would help In-
dian footballers have enough
games to grow in terms of
technical ability.

“To be honest there are
not many players with the
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technical ability. As a nation-
al team we suffer all the
weaknesses that are apparent
in the country’s top league,
the ISL. This happens when
most of the important posi-
tions in the team are occu-

»

pied by foreign players. This
definitely limits the choice
when we go to select the In-
dian players,” Stimac said.

India’s World Cup chances
were over when it finished
third in its group but that re-
sult helped it move to the
third round of the 2023 Asian
Cup qualifiers.

Looking at the way for-
ward for the Indian players,
Stimac said: “They need to
play more than 40 matches a
season. It is only then that
they can compete against the
best in the continent. The
clubs need to be playing foot-
ball for a longer period, oth-
erwise the players will be sit-
ting idle for half of the year,”
Stimac said.

As regards preparing the

team for the Asian Cup quali-
fiers scheduled in February,
Stimac said: “We have to ex-
ploit the FIFA calendar and
start the camp in August. We
would like to play two frien-
dlies in September and if the
ISL starts late, we can conti-
nue playing friendlies in Oc-
tober and November. Once
the ISL starts, the players will
be having enough competi-
tive matches before the Fe-
bruary qualifiers,” Stimac
said.

Stimac’s contract with the
All India Football Federation
expires in September and the
former World Cupper from
Croatia hoped that the na-
tional federation would ap-
preciate the qualitative pro-
gress the team has made.

quire different solutions and
you have to be quick to find
out what suits you better.
There are different intelli-
gence levels and the best way
to explain a point to some-
one is to show it to him on
the video.”

Back in training
According to Nieva, Manish
Kaushik (63kg) and Satish Ku-
mar (+91kg) have got back to
training after recovering
from COVID-19.

Nieva expressed satisfac-
tion over the Indian boxers’
exposure tours amid the pan-
demic. “Compared to other
countries and bearing in
mind the current situation,
we are in a good position,” he
said.

and ambition in this group of
players. The performance le-
vels of all the athletes are at
an optimum level and more
importantly they work well

together,” coach Graham
Reid said.
Focused on training

“We are now focused on
training with the same inten-
sity and our goal is to put for-
ward our best performance
as a collective unit in Tokyo,”
he added.

India is grouped in Pool A
along with Olympic cham-
pion Argentina, Australia,
New Zealand, Spain and host
Japan.

The squad: Goalkeeper: P.R.
Sreejesh; Defenders: Harman-
preet Singh, Rupinder Pal
Singh, Surender Kumar, Amit
Rohidas, Birendra Lakra; Mid-
fielders: Hardik Singh, Man-
preet Singh, Vivek Sagar Pra-
sad, Nilakanta Sharma, Sumit;
Forwards: Shamsher Singh, Dil-
preet Singh, Gurjant Singh, Lalit
Upadhyay and Mandeep Singh.

Verstappen
fastest overall
in practice

REUTERS
LE CASTELLET

Red Bull’s Formula One
World championship lead-
er Max Verstappen pushed
Mercedes off the top of the
timesheets in French GP
practice on Friday with the
battle between the teams
looking as close as ever.

The Dutch driver lapped
Le Castellet’s Paul Ricard
circuit in one minute
32.872s in the afternoon,
0.008 quicker than Mer-
cedes’ Valtteri Bottas, who
led the first session with a
lap of 1:33.448. Bottas set
his best lap on the slower
medium tyres, however,
rather than the softs used
by Verstappen.
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Neeraj, Vinesh's Europe
extension approved

s
Neeraj Chopra. =FiLE PHOTO

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Sports Ministry has ap-
proved the extension of on-
going training camps for ja-
velin thrower Neeraj Chopra
and wrestler Vinesh Phogat
abroad till July 25 before
they leave for Tokyo
Olympics.

Neeraj, in Portugal since
June 6, will begin training in
Uppsala, Sweden, from June
21 with biomechanical exp-
ert Klaus Bartonietz and
physiotherapist at a cost of
334.87 lakh.

Vinesh, in Europe since
late April, will now also have
a 10-day training camp in
Talinn, Estonia, and a 16-day

Vinesh. =FiLe PHOTO

camp in Budapest, Hungary
at a cost of 9.01 lakh. She is
being accompanied by
coach Woller Akos and
physiotherapist.

While the government
has provided approximately
1.61 crores to Neeraj in the
current Olympic cycle
through the ACTC and
TOPS, it has spent I1.81
crores on Vinesh.

The Government’s Mis-
sion Olympic Cell also ap-
proved wrestler Bajrang Pu-
nia’s proposal to engage
men’s 70kg u-23 world
champion Mirza Skhulukhia
as additional sparring partn-
er in Russia at a cost of 32.53
lakh.

Pritam hopes for govt. support for academy

Three of her wards making the National Olympic squad should act as catalyst

UTHRA GANESAN
NEW DELHI

In 2002, when the Indian
women’s hockey team won
the Commonwealth Games
gold, Pritam Rani Siwach
was one of the pillars of that
victory. But the 46-year old
is happier and prouder to-
day with three of her trai-
nees making it to the squad
for the Tokyo Olympics.

The three — Neha Goyal,
Nisha Warsi and Sharmila —
are products of the academy
run by Pritam and her hus-
band Kuldeep in Sonepat
since 2004. While Neha has
been around for a while, ce-
menting her place in the na-
tional side, Sharmila and
Nisha are relative
newcomers.

Proud as a parent

“I feel like I am personally
going to play in the Olym-
pics, I don’t think I ever felt
this proud even as a player.
It is like three of my own
daughters have achieved
something.

“Given their background

and the absence of support,
for them to reach this level

Excited: Pritam Rani says it feels like she is personally going
to play in the Olympics. =FiLe PHOTO

and for a small academy like
mine to have a role in their
development, the feeling
cannot be explained,” Pri-
tam told The Hindu.

While Neha’s story has
been told before — an abu-
sive father, a supportive
mother and her determina-
tion — Pritam believes Nisha
and Sharmila deserve equal

appreciation.

“Nisha too has been with
me for almost seven to eight
years, she came as a fifth-
standard student.

“Coming from a Muslim
family, it was far more diffi-
cult for her to pursue sports
because of societal pres-
sure. She even quit for a
while before I convinced

her mother and sister to let
her continue,” Pritam said.

Sharmila, on the other
hand, had other hurdles.
Despite a supportive family,
Sharmila, who belongs to
Kandi village in Hisar had to
adjust to living on her own
all these years.

“Several of my girls stay
at the Tika Ram School hos-
tel because we do not have a
residential academy or
place for them to stay,” Pri-
tam said.

Proof of success

She insists she isn’t looking
for any long-term financial
support from the officials.
“For girls like them, I hope
the government takes note
of our efforts and supports
us. All we seek is sanction-
ing an astro-turf field and a
residential academy.

“The operational part we
will manage ourselves. I
have applied many times
but there has been no res-
ponse. If they want proof of
success, I think these girls
have given them that. Hope-
fully now things will move,”
she said.

When quarantine did wonders for bonding

We understand each other very well now, says Deepika Kumari

ARCHERY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KOLKATA

The 10-day quarantine pe-
riod in Paris did wonders for
team bonding, feels sea-
soned Deepika Kumari as In-
dian women’s archery team
gets ready for its final Tokyo
Olympic qualifier event on
Sunday.

The World No. 3 Deepika,
who has already qualified in
the individual recurve cate-
gory, has a different chal-
lenge this time though.

As the senior-most archer,
she has to bring out the best
from her team, comprising
teenager Komalika Bari and
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the fast-improving Ankita
Bhakat — the only change to
the team that missed out on
the team quota from the
World Championships in
2019.

“Normally, I stay aloof
and take time to gel with the
juniors, but during this qua-
rantine in Vichy, we would
spend hours together after
practice,” said Deepika from
Paris. “Transparency hona
chaiye team game mein
(transparency is key to
team’s success) and I think it
is helping us tremendously.
I'm happy with the team
coordination. We under-
stand each other very well
now,” she said.

“As a senior-most mem-
ber of the team, the priority
for me is to remain confident
all the time so that it rubs off
on them. Acha karna hai
aur karwana bhi hai (I've to

»

do well myself and also help
bring out the best from
them). It’s my duty,” Deepika
said.

The women’s team
checked in ahead of the
men’s and compound teams
and entered a bio-secure
bubble in Vichy, about
400kms from the venue
Stade Charlety in Paris, but it
was allowed to practice.

“It’s their first time and it’s
natural for them to be ner-
vous. I don’t want my team
to miss out after one poor
round. My role will always be
to push them and take them
to a zone so that they can
give their best for qualifica-
tion,” Deepika said.
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