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Cooperation Ministry will

usurp States’ rights: Oppn.

Terrain, facilities will affect

Colour-coded action plan
for possible third wave
NEW DELHI

To deal with a possible third
wave of COVID-19, the Delhi
Disaster Management
Authority passed a
colour-coded response action
plan on Friday under which
curbs will be implemented in
accordance with the severity
of the situation.

CITY » PAGE 3

UCC ought not to remain
amere hope: Delhi HC
NEW DELHI

Favouring the introduction of
a Uniform Civil Code (UCC),
the Delhi High Court has said
the Indian youth need not be
forced to struggle with issues
arising due to conflicts in
various personal laws in
relation to marriage and
divorce. The modern Indian
society is “gradually becoming
homogenous”, the HC noted.
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delimitation in J&K, says ECI

Panel completes consultations; will also identify seats for the SCs and STs

PEERZADA ASHIQ
JAMMU

The Jammu and Kashmir De-
limitation Commission will
base its final report on the
2011 Census and will also
take into account the topog-
raphy, difficult terrain,
means of communication
and convenience available
while delimiting seven addi-
tional seats for the 83-mem-
ber Assembly of the Union
Territory (UT), besides
granting reservation to the
Schedule Tribe (ST) and
Schedule Caste (SC)
communities.

“Delimitation is not a
mathematical exercise. It
must reflect the political as-
pirations of society bound in
a particular geography.
Though the population
forms the base [for delimita-
tion], the Commission shall
take into account constituen-
cies’ practicality, geographi-
cal compatibility, topogra-
phy, physical features,
means of communication
and convenience available,”
Chief Election Commission-
er Sushil Chandra said on
Friday, after the three-mem-
ber panel completed its four-
day consultation tour of J&K.

The earlier delimitation

Seeking consensus: J&K Congress president Ghulam Ahmad
Mir speaking to mediapersons after meeting the Delimitation
Commission in Srinagar. =nNiSSAR AHMAD

panels did not acknowledge
the difficult terrains and peo-
ple’s difficulties, he pointed
out.

Mr. Chandra clarified that
24 seats reserved for Pakis-
tan-occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (PoJK) would not be
delimited in this process.

“The Commission will al-
so specify the number of
seats to be reserved for the
SCs and the STs in the Legis-
lative Assembly of the U.T. It
will be for the first time that
seats will be reserved for the
STs in J&K,” he noted.

J&K has already seven
seats reserved for SC people,

mainly in the Kathua-Samba
belt in the Jammu region. It
will be for the first time that
STs, including Bakerwals
and Gujjars, will get reserva-
tion in this delimitation exer-
cise. The maximum popula-
tion of Gujjars and
Bakwerwals are from the Pir
Panjal Valley, comprising
Poonch and Rajouri dis-
tricts, in the Jammu region.

Mr. Chandra said the
Commission had taken into
account the representations
made by 290 groups, com-
prising 800 people.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Lost harvest: Over 8,000 bags of paddy, kept at a dlrect procurement centre at Nelvoy V|llage in Kancheepuram district

in Tamil Nadu, got damaged in the recent heavy rain.
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West Bengal Speaker
names Roy PAC chief

BJP MLASs stage walkout from House

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA

Senior Trinamool Congress
leader Mukul Roy was on
Friday appointed Chairper-
son of the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) in the
West Bengal Assembly by
Speaker Biman Banerjee.

Mr. Roy, who had bagged
the Krishnanagar Uttar con-
stituency on a BJP ticket,
joined the TMC almost a
month ago on June 11.

The Speaker made the
announcement in the House
on the last day of the Budget
session of the State Assemb-
ly. BJP legislators led by
Leader of the Opposition Su-
vendu Adhikari erupted in
protest at the announce-
ment and walked out.

Mr. Adhikari said that as
per norms, an MLA from the
Opposition is appointed as
the Chairperson of the PAC.
“This government does not
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Mukul Roy

conduct an audit by the
Comptroller and Auditor
General. It wants to spend
and does not want anyone
to know where it is spending
the money,” he alleged.

Senior Minister and TMC
leader Subrata Mukherjee
said that officially Mr. Roy is
a BJP MLA and there is noth-
ing wrong in his appoint-
ment as PAC Chairperson.

In another development,
the West Bengal police regis-
tered an FIR against Mr. Ad-
hikari in connection with
the death of his security
guard Shubhabrata Chakra-
borty in 2018.

A transparent
exercise, says
panel chief

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAMMU

The delimitation exercise
will be transparent and
there should be no fears
and doubts over it, Justice
Ranjana Prakash Desai
(retd.) said on Friday, seek-
ing to dispel apprehen-
sions among a section of
political leaders and peo-
ple that it is a pre-planned
exercise guided by the
agenda of a political party.

Justice Desai, who heads
the Delimitation Commis-
sion, was replying to a
question about apprehen-
sions expressed by a sec-
tion of political parties and
people in Kashmir.

“The exercise will be
transparent in nature and
there should be no fears
and doubts. We can only
talk to those who want to
participate in the process.
Thos,” she said.

The Mehbooba Mulfti-led
PDP stayed away from its
proceedings.

‘NGT bench

in Delhi not
superior to
zonal benches’

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI
Observing that all five zo-
nal Benches of the Nation-
al Green Tribunal (NGT)
are equally powerful and
that their orders would be
applicable pan India, the
Madras High Court has
disapproved of a 2017
Central notification which
terms the north zone
Bench in Delhi as the prin-
cipal Bench.

Passing interm orders in
a case, Justices N. Kirubak-
aran and T.V. Thamilselvi
wrote: “Though in the not-
ification dated August 10,
2017 the north zone Bench
in Delhi is called principal
Bench, it is prima facie
contrary to the NGT Act of
2010 as the latter does not
speak about any principal
Bench.”
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Privacy policy will be on hold
till law is framed: WhatsApp

Will not compel users, messaging platform tells Delhi HC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

WhatsApp LLC told the Del-
hi High Court on Friday that
till the Data Protection Bill
comes into force, it will not
compel users to opt for its
new privacy policy as it has
been put on hold, and will
be implemented “if Parlia-
ment allows it”.

WhatsApp clarified before
the Bench of Chief Justice
D.N. Patel and Justice Jyoti
Singh that it would not limit
the functionality of the app
for users who are not opting
for the new privacy policy in
the meantime.

Appearing for the instant
messaging platform, senior
advocate Harish Salve said,
“We voluntarily agreed to
put it [the policy] on hold...
We will not compel people
to accept.” Mr. Salve said
that WhatsApp would non-

WhatsApp informed the
court that it will continue to
display the update to users.

etheless continue to display
the update to its users.

Court’s concern
In response to Mr. Salve’s
submission, the court ob-
served that even though the
implementation had been
put on hold, the policy still
continued to exist.

“You are not implement-
ing it but the policy is with

_Express) before anyone else & Join Backup'channel @Thehindu000 ¢

you and any day it can
come,” the court said.

Mr. Salve reiterated that
the approach would be
maintained till the Data Pro-
tection Bill becomes law.

“Commitment is that I
will do nothing till the Parlia-
ment’s law comes in. If Par-
liament allows it, I will have
it. If it doesn’t, bad luck...
I’'ve taken it off till the Parlia-
ment makes a law. Either we
fit in or we don’t,” Mr. Salve
said.

The Personal Data Protec-
tion Bill seeks to regulate the
use of an individual’s data by
the government and private
companies. The Joint Com-
mittee of Parliament exa-
mining the Bill has been gi-
ven extension till the
monsoon session of Parlia-
ment to submit its report.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Parties likely to raise the issue in the monsoon session

NISTULA HEBBAR
SANDEEP PHUKAN
NEW DELHI

A row is about to erupt bet-
ween the Treasury and Op-
position benches in the
monsoon session of Parlia-
ment, set to start on July 19,
over the formation of the Mi-
nistry of Cooperation, which
was announced on July 5.
The portfolio has been given
to Home Minister Amit Shah
after last Wednesday’s Cabi-
net expansion.

The government said the
Ministry “will provide a sep-
arate administrative, legal
and policy framework for
strengthening the coopera-
tive movement in the coun-
try” and do much to stream-
line the processes for “ease
of doing business” and ena-
ble development of Multi-
State Co-operative Banks”
(MSCBs). Significantly, the
MSCBs have now been solely
taken under the Reserve
Bank of India for regulatory
purposes.

Opposition leaders, ho-
wever, said the move was to
“hijack the cooperative
movement” that currently
falls under the State govern-
ments.

Senior Congress leader

') They [BJP] want total

control of the
cooperative movement
and that’s why they have
made Amit Shah in charge
of the Ministry.
How can they

form a Ministry
i without an

RAMESH
CHENNITHALA,
CONGRESS LEADER

Ramesh Chennithala, who
was the former Leader of the
Opposition in Kerala — a
State with a strong coopera-
tive movement — told The
Hindu that “the move is
planned to hijack the coop-
erative movement”.

“They [the BJP] want total
control of the cooperative
movement across the coun-
try and that’s why they have
made Amit Shah in charge of
the Ministry. Cooperatives is
a State subject under entry
32 of the State list under the
Schedule 7 of the Constitu-
tion. How can they create a
Ministry without an Act of
Parliament?” Mr. Chennitha-
la, a sitting lawmaker from
Kerala, said.

The cooperative model

') The govern-
ment is yet to

explain the purpose
and objective of this
Ministry. And the
appointment _

of Mr. Shah
raises

several

questions

D. RAJA,
CPI GENERAL
SECRETARY

has been a source of political
power in States such as Mah-
arashtra, Kerala, Gujarat,
parts of Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, Madhya Pradesh and
West Bengal. Many of these
cash-rich cooperatives are
controlled by Opposition
parties, such as the National-
ist Congress Party, the CPI
(M) and the Congress in
some of these States.

“The government is yet to
explain the purpose and ob-
jective of this Ministry. And
the appointment of Mr. Shah
raises several questions as it
encroaches on a State’s pow-
er. Our party will raise this in
Parliament,” CPI general se-
cretary D. Raja said.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

India concerned at events in
Afghanistan, says Jaishankar

New Delhi and Moscow discuss the Taliban's advance

KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE
SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI

India is concerned at the “di-
rection of events” in Afghan-
istan, External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar said on
Friday in Moscow.

Addressing a joint press
conference with Russian Fo-
reign Minister Sergey Lavrov,
Mr. Jaishankar said that there
is a “legitimacy aspect” to
whoever gets to govern Af-
ghanistan.

Regional security
“Yes, of course we are con-
cerned about the direction of

events in Afghanistan. In ma-
ny cases, when there is vola-
tility in a society, we leave
the people of that country to
work it out. But Afghanistan
is a very different case be-
cause for more than 30 years
there have been internation-
al conferences ... to discuss
how to stabilise and bring
peace to Afghanistan be-
cause it has proven implica-
tions for regional security
and stability... we stress that
there has to be a reduction in
violence,” the Minister said.
The press conference in
Moscow was convened with-
in hours of the Taliban’s de-

claration that around 85% of
Afghan territory is now un-
der its control. Mr. Lavrov
confirmed that Taliban has
taken over border crossings
with Iran and Tajikistan.

The two Ministers said
they had discussed the evolv-
ing situation in Afghanistan
during the bilateral talks
held earlier in the day. Both
New Delhi and Moscow are
watching the fast evolving
situation in Kabul, which is
reportedly surrounded by
Taliban forces.
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Cabinet okays real-time source
study to combat air pollution

It will suggest actions to systematically assess, reduce air quality deterioration

Monsoon may
advance over
Delhi today

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The heatwave that had
gripped the city abated on
Friday with the maximum
temperature settling at
38.2 degrees Celsius,
which was two degree
above normal.

The minimum fell to 24.1
degrees Celsius, which was
four degrees below normal
as showers lashed parts of
the city late on Thursday.
Till 8.30 a.m. on Friday
morning, the city had re-
ceived 8.8 mm of rainfall.

The IMD has forecast a
cloudy sky with the possi-
bility of light rain and thun-
dershowers on July 10. The
maximum and minimum
temperatures would be
around 38 and 24 degrees
Celsius respectively.

It added that the mon-
soon is also likely to land in
the Capital. “Conditions
are favourable for further
advance of South-West
Monsoon over Delhi, re-
maining parts of West U.P.,
some more parts of Pun-
jab, Haryana and Rajasthan
during the next 24 hours,”
said the weather bulletin.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Delhi Cabinet on Friday
approved a real-time source
apportionment study with
an aim to curb air pollution
in the city. The project aims
to identify sources of pollu-
tion on a real-time basis to
initiate mitigation measures
on a near real-time basis.
Delhi Environment Minis-
ter Gopal Rai said the pro-
ject would go a long way in
identifying the various fac-
tors contributing to Delhi’s
pollution and mitigating
them.

Identifying factors

“The real-time source ap-
portionment project will
help identify the factors res-
ponsible for the spike in air
pollution at any particular
spot in Delhi. It will help un-
derstand the real-time im-
pact of various pollution
sources like vehicles, dust,
biomass burning, stubble
burning, and emissions
from industries. Based on

An anti-smog gun being used to fight air pollutlon in the

Capital.

the results, the Delhi govern-
ment will take necessary ac-
tions to curb the sources of
pollution,” Mr. Rai said.

The study will be con-
ducted by a team from IIT-
Kanpur, IIT-Delhi, The Ener-
gy and Resources Institute
(TERI) and IISER-Mohali.
The government said that
the technology to carry out
real-time source apportion-
ment of pollution has not
been implemented in any
other city in the country.

Mukesh Sharma, Scientist
at IIT-Kanpur, leading the

‘Uniform Civil Code ought not to remain

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Favouring the introduction
of Uniform Civil Code (UCC),
the Delhi High Court has said
the Indian youth need not be
forced to struggle with issues
arising due to conflicts in va-
rious personal laws in rela-
tion to marriage and divorce.

The modern Indian socie-
ty was “gradually becoming
homogenous, the traditional
barriers of religion, com-

munity and caste are slowly
dissipating” and thus UCC
“ought not to remain a mere
hope”, Justice Prathiba M
Singh stated in an order dat-
ed July 7.

“The youth of India be-
longing to various communi-
ties, tribes, castes or reli-
gions who solemnise their
marriages ought not to be
forced to struggle with issues
arising due to conflicts in va-
rious personal laws, espe-

cially in relation to marriage
and divorce,” the order said.

Shah Bano reference

While referring to several de-
cisions of the Supreme court
on the need for UCC, includ-
ing the historical Shah Bano
case of 1985, the court said:
“The hope expressed in Arti-
cle 44 of the Constitution
that the State shall secure for
its citizens Uniform Civil
Code ought not to remain a

= FILE PHOTO: SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

study said that the project
will provide daily and week-
ly forecasting of air quality,
real-time diurnal source ap-
portionment and suggest
short-term daily and weekly
actions to systematically as-
sess, reduce and prevent air
quality deterioration in Del-
hi for many years to come.
“The developed mobile
laboratory will provide ap-
portionment of the sources
at multiple locations and
this laboratory will be per-
haps the first of its kind in
the world,” Dr. Sharma said.

amere hope

mere hope.”

The High Court observed
that the need for UCC was
reiterated from time to time
by the Supreme Court, ho-
wever, “it is unclear as to
what steps have been taken
in this regard till date”.

It directed that a copy of

the order be communicated

to the Secretary, Ministry of

Law & Justice, Government
of India, for necessary action
as deemed appropriate.
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KmmML,. The Kerala Minerals and Metals Ltd.
(A Govt. Of Kerala Undertaking) O
(An IS0 9001, ISO 14001, OHSAS 18001 & SA 8000 Certified Company) =012
Sankaramangalam, Chavara -691583. Kollam, Kerala, India

Ph: +91-476 - 2651215 to 2651217
E--mail: contact@kmml.com , URL www.kmml.com

Fax: 91-476-2680101, 2686721

Competitive Tenders are invited for following. For more details please visit
the E-Tendering portal, https>//etenders.kerala.gov.in or www.kmml.com

| Tender Id

Items

-

2021_KMML_428349 1

For the supply, installation and commissioning of Industrial
Bagga%e scanning Machine for security checking at The Kerala
Minerals and Metals Ltd., Titanium Dioxide Pigment Unit,
Chavara, Kollam, Kerala

2] 2021_KMML_428415 1

For the supply of Aluminium Trihydrate

Chavara
9-07-2021

sd/- DGM (Mtls)
For The Kerala Minerals and Metals Ltd

Qur Products: Titanium Dioxide, Titanium Tetra Chloride, Nano Titanium, Titanium Sponge, Rutile, Zircon & Sillimanite

The TTAADC
accommodation for

E.O.l

invites E.O.I
ST working men & women

for hiring of hostel

A | AL FOR IDENTIFICATION

around 3 PM and was shifted

atP.S. Shahdara, Delhi.

General public is hereby informed that
an unidentified dead body of male
Age: Approx 55 years, Complexion:
Shallow, Height: 5'7",
Face: Oval, Eyes: Black, White colour
Mustache & Beared, was wearing
White colour Shirt and Black colour
Underwear, was found in unconscious
condition near Main Chowk, GT Road,
Shahdara, Delhi on 06.07.2021 at

A-2960/28/21 dated 06.07.2021,
treatment doctor declared him dead on 07.07.2021.
regard a DD No. 49A, dated 06.07.2021, has been lodged

Any person having any information or clue about the
deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned on the
following address or telephone nos.

Built: Thin,

to GTB Hospital vide MLC No.
where during the
In this

SHO

separately at Delhi (NCR), Shillong, Guwahati, Pune
and Bangalore. Interested parties are requested to
go through the details of EOI bids in our web page-
www.ttaadc.gov.in

Last date of submission of bid- 30.07.2021

Chief Executive Officer
TTAADC: Khumulwng
TTAADC/ICAT/C-20/2021

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
The Executive Engineer, HPPWD B&R Division Kumarsain H.P. on behalf of Governor
of H.P. invites the item rate bids, in electronic tendering system, from the eligible class
of contractors registered with HPPWD for the works as detailed in the table.

Sr. Name of Work Estimated | Starting
No. Cost date for for sub-
download- mission of
ing Bid. Bid
1 |Annual Surfacing on Narkan- Rs. 15.07.2021 Rs. 22.07.2021
da Thanedhar Kotgarh Bithal|1,18,22,345/| w.e.f 1730 |1,50,800/-| up to 1800
road Km. 0/000 to 44/000. Hrs Hrs
(SH:-Renewal coat 30 mm
thick Bituminous Concrete in
Km. 0/000 to 5/000, 12/000
to 14/000, 18/000 to 19/000
& 22/000 to 24/000) (MDR).

Earnest | Deadline

Money

2 |(i) Annual surfacing on link Rs. 15.07.2021 Rs. 22.07.2021
road to village Churat Km.| 50,67,094/- | w.e.f 1730 | 83,200/- | up to 1800
0/000 to 3/000(SH:-Renewal Hrs Hrs
coat 30 mm thick Bituminous
Concrete in  Km.2/000 to
3/000). (ii)Annual surfacing
on link road to village Shalota
Km. 0/000 to 3/000 (SH:-Re-!
newal coat 30 mm thick Bi-
tuminous Concrete in Km.
1/000 to 2/000 and km 2/000
to 3/000).

(iii)Annual surfacing on link
road to village Kotla Km.
0/000 to 1/300 (SH:-Renewal
coat 30 mm thick Bituminous
Concrete in  Km.0/000 to
1/300.)

3 |Annual surfacing on Rs. 15.07.2021 Rs. 22.07.2021
Oddi Kingal Km. 0/000 to| 46,75,468/- | w.e.f 1730 | 77,700/- | up to 1800
21/405(SH:-Renewal coat 30 Hrs Hrs
mm  thick Bituminous Con-
crete in Km.7/000 to 11/000)
(PMGSY).

4 (Construction of link road Rs. 15.07.2021 Rs. 22.07.2021
from Challa to Shilla Ropa| 38,11,813/- | w.e.f 1730 | 64,700/- | up to 1800
(Sawera Khad) via Nizra Hrs Hrs
Phaladhar Km. 0/000 to 5/120
(SH:- Construction of R.C.C.
Slab Culvert at Rd. 3/570).

5 [Metalling/Tarring on Narkan- Rs. 15.07.2021 Rs. 22.07.2021
da Madhawani road (Portion| 23,12,280/- | w.e.f 1730 | 42,184/- | up to 1800
Doza to Panchayat Head Hrs Hrs
Quarter Madhawani  Km.
0/000 to 1/160(SH:- Providing
and Laying Grading-3 and
Premix Carpet in Km.0/000
to 1/160).

The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department website
www.hptenders.gov.in.

Executive Engineer,

B&R Division,

HP.PWD, Kumarsain

Distt. Shimla H.P.

On behalf of
Government of Himachal Pradesh

HP / 2264/21-22

P.S. Shahdara, Delhi

DP/500/SHD/2021 Ph.: 8595833162, 7065036027

Indira Gandhi Govt. Dental College, Jammu
Administrative Block, Rehari Chungi,Jammu-180005,India
E-bid is invited from the eligible bidders (under two bid) through Govt. E Market Place
(GeM) to cater the needs of students/employees of Indira Gandhi Govt. Dental College,
Jammu for cafeteria Services in the campus.
Tender documents can be downloaded
(www.iggdcj.edu.in).
Scope of the Work: The successful bidder will be required to provide eatables,
consumables, Beverage, etc. in the cafeteria and cater similar services (as & when
required) during the occasions like meetings/conferences/seminars/symposia/
orientationprogram/refresher course/ functions etc. in the college campus, which may
include High-Tea, Buffet/Packed meals etc. The tentative list of items to be supplied is
given in Annexure “I-A”.
However, the college administration has all the rights reserved to take services by
some other vendor outside the Indira Gandhi Govt. Dental College, Jammu during such
occasions as detailed above.
The Bidder who fulfils the eligibility criteria as per the Clause 1.0 of this tender should
participate in this bid
Contract Period: The period of contract will be initially for one year. The tender/
contract on the basis of satisfactory services/performance during first year and on
recommendation of the Cafeteria Monitoring Committee, contract period is further
extendable maximum up to additional two years (in each instalment of one year)
based on the performance of the vendor. The unsatisfactory performance may lead
to cancellation/discontinuation of the contract and performance security will stand
forfeited
The canteen premises can be inspected by the bidder on any working day
between10.30 A.M. to 3.30 P.M before submitting their offer/bid.
Clarification: The tenderer may submit their queries (if any) maximum up to two days
before the pre-bid (12-07-2021) meeting, through E- mail (principaliggdc-jk@nic.in) to
seek clarifications regarding the bid submission etc. Only those queries replied which
are essentially required for submission of bids on the day of pre-bid meeting.

Critical Date and Time:-

E-tender Publishing Date

Tender document downloads start date & time
Tender document downloads end date & time
Online Tender submission start date & time
Online Tender submission end date & time
Technical Bid opening date & time

from the College website

06-07-2021

06-07-2021 01:00 PM

25-07-2021 04:00 PM

05-07-2021 01:00 PM

25-07-2021 04:00 PM

26-07-2021 11:00 AM
DIP/J-3521/21

DO DW=

Govt. plans 3rd
party audit of
Pusa tech

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government has
written to a consultancy
firm of the Union Ministry
of Jal Shakti, asking it to
conduct an audit of the use
of Pusa bio-decomposer,
which the Arvind Kejriwal
dispensation had hailed as
a new, cost-effective solu-
tion to stubble burning last
year.

The decision comes
against the backdrop of
some “negative” comments
from farmers in Punjab and
“positive” feedback from
Haryana following the use
of the technique, which us-
es a microbial solution for
fermenting stubble into
manure, officials in the Del-
hi Environment Depart-
ment said.

NGT bench in Delhi is no way
“superior to other zonal benches’

Madras HC stays transfer of a case from south zone to north zone

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Observing that all five zonal
Benches of the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) are
equally powerful and that
their orders would be applica-
ble pan India, the Madras
High Court has disapproved
of a 2017 Central notification
which terms the north zone
Bench in Delhi as the princi-
pal Bench.

Passing interm orders in a
case, Justices N. Kirubakaran
and T.V. Thamilselvi wrote:
“Though in the notification
dated August 10, 2017 the
north zone Bench in Delhi is
called principal Bench, it is
prima facie contrary to the
NGT Act of 2010 as the latter
does not speak about any
principal Bench.”

Authoring the order, Jus-
tice Kirubakaran observed:
“Vesting of power only with
the Bench in Delhi is not con-
templated anywhere in the
statute even though power is
actually concentrated in
Delhi.”

The orders were passed on
a writ petition filed by an en-

vironmental activist K. Sara-
vanan of Chennai against a
decision taken by the south
zone Bench of NGT on June 15
to transfer his case to the
“principal” Bench in Delhi
since the orders to be passed
in it would have pan India
effect.

Pan India effect
Not in agreement with such a
decision taken by the south
zone Bench, the judges stayed
the operation of the transfer
order. “The decision taken by
any Bench of NGT will have
pan India effect and it cannot
be said that only if the issue is
decided by Delhi, it will have
pan India effect,” the judges
observed.

They pointed out that the

Two passers-by killed in firing

3 teams working to nab accused; multiple angles being probed

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Two passers-by were killed
when assailants shot multi-
ple rounds at a nursing home
owner in North Delhi’s Bara
Hindu Rao area on Thursday
night.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (North) Anto Alphonse
said that one of the deceased
has been identified as Sanjay
Rajput (30), a resident of Teli-
wada, and another is yet to
be identified. Raids are being
conducted since Thursday
night to nab the accused.

Complainant Naeem
Ahmed, who runs Sanjeeda
Nursing Home near the hos-
pital, said that on Thursday
night around 8.30 p.m., a
man in black t-shirt entered
the clinic and asked him if
COVID-19 vaccination was ad-
ministered there. “I told him
we are not doing it and he
can get vaccinated at a dis-
pensary nearby or at BHR
Hospital. The man left,” he
said.

A while later, Mr. Naeem
and his nephew were driving
back home in their car and

CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE

Open Tender Notice No.:
DRMWNGP-26-2021 OF 07.07.2021
Sr. No.1.: Proposed various types of
works under Sr. DEN(CTL)NGP’s
jurisdiction. PART-A) 1). Casual
renewal of curved switches, 1 in 12,
60 Kg. (50 Nos.) 2). Casual renewal of
curved switches, 1 in 8.5, 60 Kg. (58
Nos.) 3). Casual renewal of CMS
crossings, 1in 8.5, 60 Kg. (51 Nos.)
4). Casual renewal of CMS Crossings,
1in 12, 60 Kg. (46 Nos.) 5). Prop.
Casual renewal of existing SEJ with
improved SEJ=40 Nos. section under
Sr. DEN(CTL)NGP’s jurisdiction.
PART-B) Proposed Through Turnout
Renewal (TWS+WCMSC)=247 Nos.
1in 8.5=19 and 1 in 12 = 58 Nos.
Total=77 Nos. under Sr. DEN
(CTL)NGP’s juridiction. B-1)
Proposed Through Turnout Renewal
(TWS+WCMSC)=707 Nos. 1 in 8.5=
16.and 1in 12=64 Nos. Total= 80 Nos.
under Sr.DEN(CTL)NGP’s
jurisdiction. PART-C) Proposed
Through Turnout sleeper Renewal on
Nagpur Division (Qty=37 Sets).
(I) Approximate Cost: Rs.
4,07,52,686.48. Date & Time of
closing of Tender: 29.07.2021 at
15:00 Hrs. Complete details and
instructions for e-tendering and online
participation for the above work is
available on Railway’s website
https:/lireps.gov.in.

Rail Madad Helpline: 139 | NGP- 56 ]

GOVERNMENT OF JHARKHAND
OFFICE OF THE RESIDENT COMMISSIONER
JHARKHAND BHAWAN

KUSUMPUR PAHARI, VASANT VIHAR
NEW DELHI-S7.

NIT No.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Date:

use of Jharkhand Bhawan New Delhi.

(Phone No.26739000).

received either in full or in part, any time without notice.

PR.NO.249341 Cabinet(21-22):D

SEALED tenders are invited in prescribed form, from the reputed Taxi/Car
Operators for supply of cars/taxies of various categories on hire (daily) basis, for the

The detailed tender “Form” comprising instructions to the tenderers on
technical bid, financial bid, earnest money deposit and other terms and conditions of
the contract can be obtained from the office of the Resident Commissioner, Jharkhand
Bhawan, New Delhi from date of publication on all working days during office hours

The sealed tenders shall be received till 03.08.2021 (Tuesday), 5.00 PM. All the
received sealed tenders shall be opened for Technical Qualification on 04.08.2021 (
Wednesday), at 11 A.M. in the office of the Resident Commissioner, Jharkhand
Bhawan, New Delhi. The financial bids will be opened on same day i.e. 04.08.2021.

Resident Commissioner reserves the right to reject any or all the tenders

Chief Administrative Officer
This PDF was onginally uploaded To The Brills Exms Official (https://t.melThe.,Hindu_Express) before anyone else & Join Backup‘channel @Thehindu000

c) Ifled to agodown

and my nephew to
the other side.
They chased my
nephew.
Thankfully, we got
saved

NAEEM AHMED
Complainant

had reached Filmistan Road
when a man came in front of
their car. “I thought he was a
robber or snatcher and I told
him to get aside but he
didn’t. My nephew then told
me that it was the same man
who had earlier visited the
nursing home asking for vac-
cination. In no time, three
more men came. They were
all caught by the public,” the
complainant said.

Fled for cover

Mr. Naeem said that he
dropped the accused a few
meters ahead. Suddenly, the
men started firing, the com-
plainant said, adding that he
and his nephew then fled for
cover in different directions.
“I fled to a godown and my
nephew to the other side.

Man arrested
for cheating
banks of 7 cr.

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Delhi Police’s Economic Of-
fences Wing has arrested a
5l-year-old man for alleged-
ly mortgaging the same pro-
perty with six nationalised
banks and usurping public
money to the tune of 7
crore, officials said on
Friday.

The accused, Rajiv Rath-
ee, was nabbed from Guru-
gram after complaints were
received against him from
two banks in March last
year, they said.

Additional Commission-
er of Police (Economic Of-
fences Wing) R.K. Singh said
that Ratnakar Bank Ltd.
(RBL) and Bank of Maha-
rashtra, in their complaints,
alleged that Rajiv Rathee of
Shagun Enterprises ap-
proached them for availing
home loan and mortgaged a
property based in Guru-
gram. After verification,
banks sanctioned the loan
on the same property at dif-
ferent intervals of time.

The officer said RBL bank
had sanctioned ¥2.50 crore
while Bank of Maharashtra
sanctioned ¥1.30 crore to
the applicant. Later on,
when Rathee failed to main-
tain financial discipline,
banks began the process of
possession and also gave ad-
vertisement in newspapers.
Later on, both the banks got
to know from Allahabad
bank that the same proper-
ty was mortgaged with
them.

They chased my nephew.
Thankfully, we got saved but
two others got shot. They
both died,” Mr. Naeem said.

According to Mr. Naeem,
at least three-four rounds
were fired by the accused.
The complainant claimed
that he had no idea who the
accused were but can identi-
fy them. Police said that a
case under Section 302 (pun-
ishment for murder) of the
IPC has been registered and
three teams are working to
nab the accused.

Property dispute

“During investigation, it has
been revealed that that there
was a property dispute going
on with Mr. Naeem as one
party. The case is being in-
vestigated from multiple an-
gles,” a senior police officer
said.

Deceased Sanjay’s family,
who had come at Sabzi Man-
di mortuary to claim the bo-
dy, said his mother had
passed away in 2007 in Bu-
landshahr after which he and
his brother Raju started liv-
ing with their aunts.

country had been divided in-
to five zones — North, West,
Central, South and East — and
one Bench of the NGT had
been established for each of
them, with territorial jurisdic-
tion over specified States, on-
ly for the convenience of the
litigants residing in those
zones.

“The jurisdiction of every
Bench has been distinctly gi-
ven and it is only to enable the
citizens to approach the fo-
rum constituted in their zone
and not to make the citizens
travel to Delhi spending huge
amount of money which is
not possible for every citizen
on each and every issue,” the
judges said.

They went on to add: “If
such a procedure (of transfer-
ring cases to Delhi) is adopt-
ed, it would amount to deny-
ing access to justice as is being
done in other matters.” Easy
access to justice was the prim-
ary reason for establishing
courts at Taluk level and that
was the reason why even High
Court Benches were being
created in different parts of a
State, the judges pointed out.

NGT: complete
environment
plans by Oct. 31

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) has directed all
States and Union Territories
to complete the district en-
vironment plans (DEP) by
October 31, while observing
that there was a dire need
for compilation of informa-
tion on vital environmental
issues and planning to ad-
dress gaps in compliance.

A Bench headed by NGT
chairperson Justice Adarsh
Kumar Goel said: “We hope
that the Chief Secretaries of
all the States and Union Ter-
ritories will provide due at-
tention to the subject in the
larger public interest of
health, safety of the citizens
and rule of law to effectuate
basic fundamental rights of
citizens.”

The NGT Bench specified
that the DEP may contain
data on each environmental
issue covering each city,
town and village and must
reveal the extent of gap in
compliance of relevant
norms.

4 of Mewat-based gang
held, 70 phones seized

34 cases solved with their arrest: police

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Four members of a Mewat-

based gang have been arrest-

ed for allegedly receiving
thousands of stolen mobile
phones from snatchers and
burglars in Delhi and Uttar
Pradesh, police said on
Friday.

With the arrest of Jiyaud-
din (24), Mohd Aalim (25),
Ajay (23) and Shiv Kumar
(27), police claimed to have
recovered 70 mobile phones
along with a car and have
worked out 34 cases of
snatching, burglary and theft
reported in various parts of
the national capital.

Police said that on May 17,
an incident of theft in a mo-

bile showroom was reported

in Delhi Cantonment and 54
mobile phones were reported
to be stolen.

During investigation, an
accused named Tarif was ar-
rested from whom 10 sealed
packed mobile phones,
which were stolen from the
showroom was recovered.
Based on his disclosure, the
other members of the gang

¢ were arrested, police said.

Nabbed during deal

Deputy Commissioner of Pol-
ice (South-West) Ingit Pratap
Singh said: “On July 8, our
team got a tip-off that the

¢ gang members were finalis-

ing a deal of snatched mobile
phones with two other men
in Dhaula Kuan in a car. On
seeing police, the four men

»

The accused in custody.
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

tried to escape but was over-
powered and nabbed from
the spot.”

During interrogation, they
disclosed that Jiyauddin re-
ceived stolen mobile phones
in a sealed pack from Mewat-
based criminals, who had sto-
len mobile phone mobile
from showrooms in Delhi and
NCR. He purchased these
mobile phones at 35% of their
MRP and further sold them to
Mohd Aalim at 40% of their
MRP. Aalim then transferred
the relevant amount to Ji-
yauddin’s bank account, the
officer said.

“Aalim further sold these
mobile phones to one Hasam,
a resident of Mumbai, who
further disposed these to
Jammu and Kashmir and also
to countries like Bangladesh.
In return, Hasam deposited
cash in his bank account in
Mumbai and Kolkata. Aalim
sent all stolen mobile phones
to Hasam through courier for
which he had received
around %30 lakh since March
this year,” Mr. Singh said.

A ND-NDE
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Graded response plan approved

Activities to be allowed or restricted based on positivity rate, among other factors

COLOUR-CODED PLAN

Timings
DELHI
SATURDAY, JUL. 10
RISE  05:32
RISE 05:27
SUNDAY, JUL. 11
RISE  05:32
RISE 06:23
MONDAY, JUL. 12
RISE  05:32
RISE  07:22

SET 19:23
SET 19:54

SET 19:22
SET 20:39

SET 19:22
SET 21:22

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 38 24
Safdarjang 38 24
Palam 38 28

Delhi Palam Today

37°C One or two spells of rain
and thunderstorm likely at
some places with cloudy sky
and gusty winds. A hot and
humid day.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
35°C Few spells of Light to
moderate rain and thunder-
storm likely at some places
with cloudy sky and gusty
winds.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.

Delhi riots: HC
dismisses
student’s plea

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A Graded Response Action
Plan (GRAP) was passed at a
Delhi Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA) meeting
chaired by Lieutenant Go-
vernor Anil Baijal to discuss
the COVID situation in the
Capital with Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Friday.

After detailed delibera-
tions and presentations
made by Health Department
and ICMR, it was decided to
notify the GRAP that will
“objectively and transpa-
rently” ensure an “institu-
tional and automatic” res-
ponse with regards to
enforcement measures,
lockdowns and unlock activ-
ities, an expert present at
the meeting said.

The government said the
plan was prepared in com-
parison with ascent data of
the four waves at specific
positivity rates of 0.5%, 1%,
2% and 5% and also consi-
dered on the basis of the ear-

ALERT LEVEL: 1/YELLOW
CRITERIA

A) More than 0.5% positivity rate for 2 consecutive
days (B) 1,500 cumulative positive cases for 7
days (C) 500 average oxygenated bed

occupancy for 7 days
ACTIVITIES

(A) All construction activities
are allowed (B) Shops/ M

establishments dealing with
non-essential goods and
services allowed (odd-even
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. (C) Malls
open (odd-even 10 a.m. to 8

p.m.) (D) Restaurants with 50% capacity (8 a.m.

to 10 p.m.) and bar with 50% capacity allowed (12
noon to 10 p.m.) (E) Delhi Metro open with 50% of
the seating capacity, no standing allowed

(F) Barbers shops/saloons/beauty parlours allowed;
(G) Night curfew from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m.

CRITERIA

A) More than 1% positivity rate
for 2 consecutive days (B) 3,500

cumulative positive cases for 7 days (C)
700 average oxygenated bed occupancy for 7 days

ACTIVITIES

A) All construction activities allowed (B) Shops/

CRITERIA

. for 7 days

} | ACTIVITIES

l"'

CRITERIA

ACTIVITIES

ALERT LEVEL: 3/ORANGE ;. ;" |

A) More than 2% positivity |
rate for 2 consecutive

days (B) 9,000 cumulative
positive cases for 7 days

(C) 1,000 average oxygenated bed occupancy

A) Construction activities allowed only where
workers are residing on-site (B) Shops/
establishments dealing with non-essential
goods & services allowed (C) Malls closed;
only standalone shops allowed (10 a.m. to 6
p.m.) (D) Restaurants and bars closed; only
home delivery and take away allowed for
restaurants (E) Delhi Metro closed (F) Barbers
shops/saloons/beauty parlours closed

(G) Night curfew from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m.

ALERT LEVEL: 4/RED

A) More than 5% positivity rate for 2
consecutive days (B) 16,000 cumulative
positive cases for 7 days (C) 3,000 average
oxygenated bed occupancy for 7 days

A) Construction activities allowed only
where workers are residing on-site B) Shops/

Markets in Karol Bagh, Rohini shut
owing to violation of COVID rules

Capital records 8l fresh virus infections and three deaths

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government on
Friday ordered the closure
of Gaffar market and Naiwa-
la market in Karol Bagh as
well as the DDA market in
Rohini’s Sector owing to

violation of COVID
protocols.
“Market  shopkeepers,

thiyawallahs/vendors, and
general public in Gaffar
market and Naiwala, Karol
Bagh are not following CO-
VID-appropriate behaviour.
Due to large footfall, market
association and shopkeep-
ers are not able to ensure
COVID protocols in the afo-
resaid markets for the past
three days,” a DDMA order
said.

It stated that the Market
Welfare Association of Gaf-
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Vaccination drive under
way at DDU Marg on Friday.

= SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

far Market and Naiwala have
failed to ensure the strict
compliance of the guide-
lines of COVID-19 and that if
any shopkeeper is found
violating the order, neces-
sary action will be taken ac-
cording to the DDMA Act.
Earlier, Lajpat Nagar,
Laxmi Nagar market, Kamla
Nagar, Sarojini Nagar and
parts of Sadar Bazar were

Resolve water crisis issue

among those shut for viola-
tion of COVID-19 norms.

On Friday, a health bulle-
tin released by the govern-
ment said 81 new COVID-19
cases had been reported in
the Capital along with three
deaths.

It added that 73,192 CO-
VID tests have been con-
ducted with a positivity rate
of 0.11%.

The total number of cas-
es since the pandemic be-
gan has grown to 14,34,954
and the total number of fa-
talities stands at 25,011.

The health bulletin ad-
ded that 1,59,010 more be-
neficiaries had been vacci-
nated, of which 1,11,447 had
gotten their first dose. The
total number of beneficiar-
ies vaccinates is 86,86,050.

Congress holds

. establishments dealing with non-essential goods establishments dealing with non- :
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA lier fO}IT_ waves. . & services (odd-even 10a.m. to 6 p.m.) (C) Malls essential goods & services allowed g = : . . protests dCTOSS
NEW DELHI Activities under various open (odd-even 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.) % (©) Malls closed; only standalone 4 : Wlthln 48 hrS' BJP tO gOVt :
The Delhi High Court on categories will now be al- (D) Restaurants and bars closed; " : shops allowed (10 a.m. to 6 p.m. : . . fuel Statlons
Friday dismissed a plea on lowed or restricted based on only home delivery and take away (D) Restaurants and bars closed; e
behalf of student-activist the cumulative positivity allowed for restaurants (E) Dethi only home delivery and take away [t threatens to cut Jain's water connection SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
Gulfisha Fatima, claiming rate, the number of cases ) Metro open with 33% seating capacity, = allowed for restaurants (E) Delhi NEW DELHI

no standing allowed (F) Barbers shops/ i Metro closed (F) Barbers shops/

her detention in a Delhi
riots case to be illegal, say-
ing it was “completely mis-
placed” and “not
maintainable”.

A Bench of Justices Vipin
Sanghi and Jasmeet Singh
said the writ of habeas cor-
pus would not lie in res-
pect of a person who is in
judicial custody. A habeas
corpus petition is filed
seeking direction to pro-
duce a person who is mis-
sing or illegally detained.

“The facts will show that
the petitioner is in judicial
custody and detention,

therefore, cannot be
termed as illegal,” the
Bench said.

and the occupancy of oxyge-
nated beds in the city either
being breached or receding
from a defined threshold.
“This GRAP is of extreme
importance. There will be a
sense of certainty and ac-
countability on our part to-
wards the people of Delhi.
The plan descriptively elab-
orates upon when the lock-
down will be imposed and
when it will be lifted,” Mr.
Kejriwal said at the meeting.

New variants

Concerns arising out of new
variants like Delta Plus and
LAMBDA were discussed at
length and measures like
vaccination, genome se-

N,
C

GRAP is of extreme
importance. There
will be a sense of
certainty and
accountability on
our part towards
the people of Delhi

ARVIND KEJRIWAL
Chief Minister

quencing, testing, tracking
and surveillance were sug-
gested as the most effective
steps to mitigate their
spread, said experts present
in the meeting. An expert
said it was felt that the guard

Piers completed on 24-km elevated
stretch of Delhi-Meerut RRTS corridor

NCRTC says 12-km stretch will be constructed underground

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

More than one-third of the
piers on the elevated stretch
of the Delhi-Ghaziabad-Mee-
rut Regional Rapid Transit
System (RRTS) has been con-
structed, said officials on
Friday.

According to the National
Capital Region Transport
Corporation (NCRTC), piers
have so far been erected on
24 km of the 82-km-long
RRTS corridor, of which, a to-
tal of 70 km is elevated.

On this corridor,

the

NCRTC stated, a 12-km por-
tion is to be constructed un-
derground, of which, about 4
km is in Delhi and 8 km in Ut-
tar Pradesh. For the con-
struction of the underground
part in Delhi, activities have
picked up the pace at Anand
Vihar. Here, according to the
NCRTC, a launching shaft is
being constructed from
where tunnel boring ma-
chines will be launched for
RRTS tunnels.

In Meerut, underground
work has already started with
the construction of the Bhai-

Delhi athletes winning gold
in Olympics to get 3 crore

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government on
Friday announced a cash
prize of T3 crore to those ath-
letes from the Capital, who
bag a gold medal at the To-
kyo Olympics 2020. It added
that 32 crore will be awarded
to those who win silver, 31
crore to those who get
bronze and 10 lakh to all
coaches of the athletes who
receive medals.

Athletes from Delhi is par-
ticipating in the Olympics, in-
cluding Deepak Kumar in
10m air rifle shooting, Mani-
ka Batra in table tennis, Amoj
Jacob in 4x400m relay, and
Sarthak Bhambri in the
4x400m relay. Deputy CM
Manish Sisodia met Delhi
Sports University V-C Kar-
nam Malleshwari to discuss
the importance of providing
multidimensional support to
the participants.

sali underground station, un-
der which the construction of
the D-wall for the station has
started and a total of 121 fenc-
ing panels are being concret-
ed by lowering the cages un-
derground.

“So far, NCRTC has erected
more than 800 piers under
the construction work of the
elevated part as well as 8 km
of RRTS viaduct. In this, most
of the viaduct has been con-
structed in the priority sec-
tion of the corridor between
Sahibabad to Duhai,” the
NCRTC stated.

saloons/beauty parlours closed
& (G) Night curfew from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m.

against the virus could not
be let down and concerns
were expressed over the
flouting of COVID-appro-
priate behaviour.

Violations during travel

“It was stressed that apart
from enforcement efforts on
part of various agencies the
onus of ensuring and enforc-
ing COVID-appropriate be-
haviour lay with stakeholder
organisations like MTAs and
RWAs as well,” an expert
said. People travelling in
large numbers to tourist des-

saloons/beauty parlours closed
(G) Total curfew

tinations and violating CO-
VID guidelines was also
flagged as an area of concern
even as an ICU bed capacity
of 12,000, sufficient oxygen,
drugs and ambulances were
stressed upon to deal with
any future surge or wave.

“The preparations are go-
ing really well. So, I would
like to thank all the experts
who have been holding our
hand and steering ahead in
the preparation of this road-
map. A huge thanks to
them,” Mr. Kejriwal also
said.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi BJP on Friday
asked the Delhi govern-
ment to resolve the “sev-
ere water crisis” in the ci-
ty within the next 48
hours. It also issued a
warning that if the govern-
ment fails in the matter,
the party would not only
intensify the agitation, but
also cut off the water con-
nection of Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) Chairman Satyendar
Jain.

‘Tanker mafia’

BJP Delhi president Adesh
Gupta said AAP had pro-
mised to eliminate the

tanker mafia allegedly ac-
tive during the then Con-
gress government’s tenure
but now the same mafia
was ruling the roost under
the Delhi government.

“People are longing for
every drop of water; the
Kejriwal government and
his Ministers will realise
how it feels to be without
water only when a Minis-
ter’s water supply is cut
off,” he added.

Leader of Opposition
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri said
in past seven years, none
of the promises an-
nounced on water pro-
duction and distribution
had been fulfilled.

The Delhi Congress on
Friday organised signa-
ture campaigns at fuel sta-
tions across the city to
protest against regular
hikes in the prices of pe-
trol and diesel.

Congress workers ex-
plained to people that the
Central and State govern-
ments were not providing
any tax relief to them or
taking any corrective
measures despite rising
prices.

Delhi Congress chief
Ch. Anil Kumar participat-
ed in a signature cam-
paign at Janpath Road and
in Chandni Chowk petrol
pumps.

DELHI POLLUTION CONTROL GOMMITTEE

(DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT)

4 FLOOR, ISBT BUILDING, KASHMERE GATE, DELHI-110006
Visit us at: http://dpec.delhigovt.nic.in

PUBLIC NOTICE - E-WASTE MANAGEMENT

E-Waste (Management) Rules, 2016 came

&= Maintain records in Form-2 of the

online application in Form-4 to DPCC.
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into force w.e.f 15t October 2016. These
Rules mandates various responsibilities on
manufacturers, producers, collection centres,
dealers, refurbishers, consumers, bulk
consumers, dismantlers, and recyclers. Major
responsibilities of each of these stakeholders
are listed as under. For more details, these
stakeholders may visit
https://www.dpcc.delhigovt.nic.in//uploads
/pdf/E-Waste-guidelines-2016pdf-
8c88009919a1a1148a66ff83a2257061.pdf.
and https://www.dpcc.delhigovt.nic.in/
uploads/pdf/EWMRulespdf-
fdab6f4b3b8088efb1c981b6bag7705f. pdf,
for compliance.

MANUFACTURERS

&= Apply for authorisation in Form 1 (a) to
Delhi Pollution Control Committee (DPCC).
@ Maintain record of e-waste generated,
handled and disposed in Form-2 and make
such records available for scrutiny by DPCC.
@ File annual returns in Form-3, to DPCC
on or before 30t June following the financial
year to which that return relates.

PRODUCERS

&= Every producer of electrical and
electronic equipment listed in Schedule I,
shall apply application for Extended Producer
Responsibility Authorisation to the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB) in Form 1.
@~ Maintain records in Form-2 of the
e-waste handled and make such records
available for scrutiny by the CPCB and DPGCC.
& File annual returns in Form-3, to CPCB
on or before 30t June following the financial
year to which that return relates.

& (Create awareness through media,
publications, advertisements, posters, or by
any other means of communication and
product user documentation accompanying
the equipment.

COLLECTION CENTRES

@ Enpsure that the facilities are in
accordance with the standards or guidelines
issued by CPCB time to time and store the
e-waste collected by them in a secured
manner till it is sent to authorised dismantler
or recycler as the case may be.

e-waste handled as per the guidelines of the
CPCB and make such records available for
scrutiny by the CPCB and DPCC.

DEALERS

@ Shall collect the e-waste by providing
the consumer a box, bin or a demarcated
area to deposit e-waste, or through take back
system and send the e-waste so collected to
collection centre or dismantler or recycler as
designated by producer.

&= Shall ensure that no damage is

caused to the environment during storage
and transportation of e-waste to authorised
dismantlers or recyclers.

REFURBISHERS

@ Apply for authorization by submitting an
online application in Form-1 (a) to DPGC.
& Shall ensure compliance with the
guidelines issued by CPCB available as
shown above.

@~ Maintain records of e-waste handled in
Form-2 and make such records available for
scrutiny by the DPGC.

&~ File annual returns in Form-3, to DPGC
on or before 30t June following the financial
year to which that return relates.

DISMANTLER AND RECYCLERS

@ QObtain authorization by submitting

&= Maintain record of e-waste collected,
dismantled, recycled and sent to authorised
recyclers in Form-2 and make such records
available for scrutiny by the CPCB and DPCC.
&~ File annual returns in Form-3 to DPCC
on or before 30t June following the financial
year to which that return relates.

CONSUMERS/BULK CONSUMERS

&= Shall ensure that e-waste generated by
them is channelised through collection centre
or dealer of authorised producer or

—
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dismantler or recycler or through the
designated take back service provider of the
producer to authorised dismantler or recycler.
& Maintain records of e-waste generated
by them in Form-2 and make such records
available for scrutiny by DPCC.

&= File annual returns in Form-3, to DPCC
on or before 30t June following the financial
year to which that return relates.

Any violation of the provisions of the Rules
and notified guidelines will attract penal
action as per the provisions of Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986.

Please visit website of Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (http://dpcc.delhigovt.nic.in) for
more details.

Member Secretary
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Punjab bagged top spotin - “Yaccination moving at a

urban sanitation: Minister

SAD-BSP promises govt. jobs

‘99% urban bodies have ODF status’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Local Government
Minister Brahm Mohindra
on Friday said that Punjab
has bagged the top position
in urban sanitation among
all the States as 99.38% of its
Urban Local Bodies (ULB)
sustaining Open Defecation
Free (ODF) status and attain-
ing ODF+, ODF++ status
against 88.18% ULBs in the
country.

He said out of 163 ULBs of
Punjab, 162 ULBs have got
ODF+ or ODF++ certifica-
tions.

“The process of certifica-
tion involves third party filed
assessment for checking of
open defecation, functionali-
ty of individual, public and
community toilets and their
status of maintenance. All
the toilets should be on goo-
gle map and there should be
no open defecation,” he said.

Mr Mohindra said that ur-
ban Punjab was declared
ODF on October 2, 2018,
when all the ULBs had
achieved third party certi-

Local Government Minister
Brahm Mohindra

fied ODF status. He said that
after all the municipal bodies
in the country were declared
Open Defecation Free, the
government of India has now
started assessing the States
on the higher order certifica-
tion i.e. ODF + and ODF ++.

He said that in this pro-
cess, 4,374 Urban Local Bo-
dies have been assessed re-
cently by the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs
for Open Defecation Free/
ODF+/ODF++ Certification,
through the third party as-
sessment. Across the coun-
try, 88.18 % ULBs have
achieved ODF+ & ODF++ sta-
tus, he said.

sluggish pace in Haryana

BJP-JJP govt. should take steps to boost the drive: Hooda

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

Leader of Opposition in Ha-
ryana Assembly Bhupinder
Singh Hooda on Friday said
that the sluggish pace of co-
rona vaccination in the State
was a matter of serious con-
cern and the ruling BJP-JJP
government should take
steps to boost the inoculation
drive.

“Reports of corona vac-
cine being either over or
stocks being low from diffe-
rent districts across the State
are pouring in every other
day. In many places, health
officials had to call the police
at the vaccination centres as
large number of people were
coming to get the vaccine,
but they had to return home
disappointed due to lack of
vaccines,” alleged Mr. Hooda.

He said the Opposition has
been continuously warning
the government about the
vaccine shortage but the
State government was not

Cong. leader B.S. Hooda

ready to give up its ‘lax atti-
tude’.

“The people are being
misled through rhetoric,
event management and false
propaganda. The present go-
vernment has not built a sin-
gle new government hospi-
tal, medical college in the
State in the last seven years.
The government has also not
recruited new doctors, medi-
cal staff, besides medical
equipment in existing hospi-
tals. The government is not
working towards increasing
health facilities for the peo-

ple despite the challenges,”
Mr. Hooda said.

The Leader of Opposition
said the first and second
waves of COVID-19 have
caused a lot of damage to the
country and the State and
threat of the third wave
looms large.

‘Be ready for third wave’
“It is necessary that the go-
vernment should strengthen
its preparations in advance to
neutralise the third wave.
The safest shield to protect
people from corona is vacci-
nation. The State govern-
ment should demand maxi-
mum quantity of vaccine
supply from the Union go-
vernment, so that every resi-
dent of the State can be vacci-
nated,” he said.

Mr. Hooda said the govern-
ment should work expedi-
tiously towards strengthen-
ing the health infrastructure
to beat all diseases, including
COVID-19.

for kin of farmers’ stir victims

We are already compensating families, says Punjab CM

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
president Sukhbir Singh Ba-
dal on Friday said that if the
SAD-Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) alliance comes to pow-
er in 2022, it would provide
government jobs to the family
members of those who had
lost their lives in the ongoing
farmers’ protest against the
Centre’s farm laws.

Mr. Badal said more than
550 farmers had lost their
lives in the ongoing agitation,
which has been underway for
seven months now. “The
SAD-BSP alliance has decided
that once the alliance comes
to power in Punjab in 2022, it
would look after the needs of
the martyrs’ families. We are
committed to ensuring farm-
ers get their just dues,” he
said.

Reacting sharply, Punjab
Chief Minister Captain (Retd.)
Amarinder Singh said the
Akali Dal was attempting to
fool farmers by announcing
poll promises that the State

Expression of Interest (EOI)

Expression of Interest (EOI) is requested for “Hiring of
Agency for developing Comprehensive Communications
Strategy”, Reference No. IN-FREMAA-221406-CS-CQS,
under the World Bank funded Assam Integrated River Basin
Management Project (AIRBMP) being executed by Flood and
River Erosion Management Agency of Assam, (FREMAA).
Interested agencies are requested to access the details of the
Terms of Reference (ToR) and submit EOI through e-tenders
portal assamtenders.gov.in. Offline submissions will not be
accepted.

Note:

1. Date of publication of EOI: 12/07/2021 from 03:00 PM.

2. EOI Submission Start Date: 23/07/2021 from 03:00 PM.

3. Last date and time for submission of EOI: 27/07/2021 upto
03:00 PM.

4. Date of Opening of EOI: 27/07/2021 at 3:15 PM

5. Pre-bid Meeting: 17/07/2021 at 03:00 PM in the office of the
undersigned.

6. All intending agencies are requested to follow the e-tender
portal (http://assamtenders.gov.in) for any Addendum/
Corrigendum as no separate newspaper advertisement
would be published for the same.

Sd/-
Chief Executive Officer

Janasanyog /CF/538/21 FREMAA

Public Health Institute, Sheshadri Road, Opp. S.J.P. College,
K.R. Circle, Bangalore - 560 001.
E-mail : ad.kdlws@gmail.com md.ksmscl@gmail.com

No.: KSMSCL/EQPT(2)ITND/UHC/WHC/DM/10/2021-22 Date: 08-07-2021

TENDER NOTIFICATION

Ref : 1) Tender Notification No.: KSMSCL/EQPT(2)/Re- TND/DM/10/
2021-22 (IND-810) Date : 08-07-2021.
2) Tender Notification No.: KSMSCL/EQPT(2)/Re-TND/CH-
Ventilatiors & Others Eqpt/13/2021-22 (IND-811) Date : 08-07-2021.
Nation wide Tender is invited through e-Tendering System under KTPP Act
1999 and Rules 2000 for the following tenders.
1) Tender for Supply and Installation of Digital Mammography under
NCD Programme.
2) Tender for Supply and Installation of Ventilators & Others Equipment
under Child Health Programme.
The tenderers who are interested under e-Procurement department may
participate through e-Tendering System.
Details regarding specification, Terms and Conditions and other information
is available in the Tender Document, which can be downloaded from the
Website : https:/leproc.karnataka.gov.in. from 08-07-2021. The eligible
tenderers shall submit their e-Tenders under e-Proucrement platform for
above mentioned tenders. Further information if any may be obtained

from this Office. Sd/- Managing Director

DIPR/Urban/776/Manipal/2020-21 K.S.M.S.C.L., Bengaluru.
STAY PROTECTED FROM COVID-19, NO CARELESSNESS UNTIL THERE IS A CURE.
6 Feet < Maintain

@ o
Wear < ol
Follow Physical 'n' Hand
Mask Inl Distancing &2 Hygiene

General public is hereby informed that
an unidentified lady namely Unknown
D/o Unknown R/o Unknown is
wanted in case FIR No. 233/19 uls
419/420/467/471/474/120B IPC has been
registered at P.S. Crime Branch, Delhi.
Sincere efforts have been made by local
police to trace out this women, but no clue
has come to light so far.

Areward of Rs. 25000/- is already onnounced for the informer.
The identity of the informer will not be disclosed.

If anyone knows the whereabouts or any other relevent details
of the unwanted lady, may kindly inform to the undersigned at
the address or telephone nos. given below.

Website: http://cbi.nic.in
Email: cic@cbi.gov.in
Fax: 011-23011334

Ph: 011-23014046, 23015218
DP/92/Crime/2021

ACP

Star-ll, Crime Branch,
Shakarpur, New Delhi

Ph. 011-22048331, 8750871227

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED BOY

General public is hereby informed that one
boy namely Bajinder, S/o Sh. Khujana, R/o
Village Kandela, Distt. Jind, Harayana.
Age 25 yrs., Height 5'5”, Fair complexion,
Built thin, Oval face, wearing khaki full
sleeves T-shirt, blue payjama and grey &
black shoes in feet has been missing/
4 kidnapped on 26.01.2021 from Nangloi
Bajinder Chowk in the area of PS Nangloi, Delhi.

In this regard a case FIR No. 72/2021, Dt. 08.02.2021 U/s 365 IPC

has been registered at PS Nangloi Outer Distt. Delhi. Sincere

efforts have been made by local police to trace out the

missing/kidnapped boy but no clue has come to light so far. Any

person having any information or clue about this missing/kidnapped

boy may kindly inform to the following.

E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in

Fax: 011-23011334

Ph.: 011-23014046 S.H.O,
011-23015218 PS Nangloi, Delhi

DP/1028/0D/2021  Ph.: 011-25949470, 7065036167, 7065036187

General Public is hereby informed that a
girl namely Sonam, D/o Suresh Kumar,
R/o Plot No. 9, Kh No, 20/15, Gali No. 7,
Main SSN Colony, Bhalswa Dairy, Delhi,
Age: 19 years, Height: 5, Complexion:
Sallow, Face: Oval, Built: Thin,
Wearing: Blue Colour Suit & White
Colour Salwar and Golden Colour
Sandal in her feet has been missing from
her home since 17.06.2021. In this
regard a case DD No. 82A, dated
20.06.2021 has been registered at P.S.
Bhalswa Dairy, Delhi.

Sonam

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the
missing girl but no clue has come to light so far. if any one having
any information about this girl please inform undersigned.

E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.nic.in
Ph.: 011-24368638,24368641
Fax : 011-24368639

DP/1114/0N/2021

SHO
P.S. Bhalswa Dairy, Delhi
Ph. : 011-27811933, 7065036328

SEARCH FOR MISSING

55 IDMHSBIEN MIDW DLTTUISFS Blemevwid
(0w 5 wmSgio SLITLIENS GpLOD, SR SM0EFED, BHHL T5)

SIDDHA CE AL RESEARCH INSTITUTE
(Central Council for Research in Siddha, Chennai, Ministry of AYUSH
Anna Govt. Hospital Campus, Arumbakkam, Chennai - 600106, E-mai
Phone: 044-26214925, 26214809, Web: http://crisiddh

Virtual / Walk-in- Interview
Applications are invited for selection of JRF (Pharmacology) - 2 Nos., in
various IMR projects at SCRI, Chennai through Virtual/Walk- in Interview
which will be held on the date to be notified later. Last date for submission
of online application is 26.07.2021(05.00. PM.) Details are available in
the website www.siddhacouncil.com and www.crisiddha.tn.nic.in
Director (Scientist-11l) 1/C

General Public is hereby informed
that an unidentified dead body of a §
male Namely Unknown S/o
Unknown, R/o Unknown Age: about
55 years, Height: 5'6", Complexion: | |
Shallow, Face: Round, Wearing: | &
Grey coloured pant, black & red lining
t-shirt, has been found dead at behind |
Nasirpur Mandi, Harijan Basti,
Nasirpur Colony Road, in front of
SDMC Pratibha Bal Vidyalaya, D-Block, Near Park
Nasirpur Colony, New Delhi. In this regard a DD No. 8-A
dated 30.06.2021 U/S 174 Cr.P.C. has been lodged at

P.S. Sagarpur, New Delhi.
If any one having any clue about deceased male may
kindly inform the undersigned and contact on following
numbers. SHO
P.S. Sagarpur, New Delhi
Ph.: 011-28522653-54-55
Mob.: 7065036228

DP/727/SW/2021

Ref. No.: F.03(5-3976)FWPM/SHFWS/PROC/2020/1I

e-Tender is hereby invited on behalf of the State Health and Family
Welfare Society, Tripura from resourceful, experienced Manufacturer/
Dealer/Agency for: “Medical Gas Pipeline System at Gomati District
Hospital & South District Hospital & Melagarh Sub Division Hospital
of Tripura”.

Date-07/07/2021

The details of tender, list of items with indicative quantity and Tender

Documents are made available on website (http:/tripuratenders.gov.

in). The last date/time of submission of the tender documents by online

upto 14/07/2021 at 3.00pm. All future modification/corrigendum

shall be made available in the e-procurement portal, So bidders are

requested to get the update themselves from the e-procurement
web portal only.

(Dr. Kamal Reang)

Member Secretary, SHFWS

Govt. of Tripura

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

Ref. No.: F.03(5-3976)FWPM/SHFWS/PROC/2020/11I Date-07/07/2021

e-Tender is hereby invited on behalf of the State Health and Family
Welfare Society, Tripura from resourceful, experienced Manufacturer/
Dealer/Agency for: “Medical Gas Pipeline System at North District
Hospital, Dhalai District Hospital & Unakoti District Hospital of Tripura”.

The details of tender, list of items with indicative quantity and Tender

Documents are made available on website (http://tripuratenders.gov.

in). The last date/time of submission of the tender documents by online

upto 14/07/2021 at 3.00pm. All future modification/corrigendum

shall be made available in the e-procurement portal, So bidders are

requested to get the update themselves from the e-procurement
web portal only.

(Dr. Kamal Reang)

Member Secretary, SHFWS

Govt. of Tripura

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

CLASSIFIEDS MART

TO ADVERTISE:
www.thehinduads.com

EDUCATIONAL

MANIKAIAS Brings you the Best
Quality & Least Expensive Test Series
for Prelims & Mains 2021 & 22.Enroll
@ iasmanika @ gmail.com; 7042595453

PERSONAL

| Ashok Kumar S/o Sh.Lila Nand R/o
SL 11/A 105 Shalimar Gdn Ex-2 Sahi-
babad GZB informs that Ashok kumar
& Ashok Kumar Dwivedi both are one
& same person.

| Hemanti Devi W/o Sh. Ashok Kumar
R/o SL 11/A 105 Shalimar Gdn Ex-2
Sahibabad GZB informs that Hemanti
Devi & Hemanti Dwivedi both are one
& same person.

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that Mr.
Pramod Kumar Goel s/o Mr. Shyam
Lal (Hereinafter referred to as the said
Mortgagors/Borrowers), is
purchasing Plot No. A-133/1 (part of
Plot No. 133), admeasuring 189.80
Sq. Mtrs. Out of total admeasuring
362.63 Sqg. Mtrs., Block A, Sector 8,
Lohia Nagar, Ghaziabad (hereinafter
referred to “said property”) from Mr.
Jeet Taneja s/o Late Somnath Taneja
who is it's absolute owner vide
Freehold Deed dated 12.01.1998

bearing Document No. 68-69 read
with Mutation Letter dated
12.05.2017 & Sub Division Order
dated 13.04.2021 issued by GDA. Mr.
Pramod Kumar Goel will create
mortgage in respect of the said
property in favour of our clients IDFC
First Bank Limited, 2nd Floor,
Express Building, 9-10, Bahadur
Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110002.
Any person, body, individual,
institution having any claim and/or
objection in respect of the said
property by way of sale, exchange,
lease, lien, mortgage, charge,
encumbrance, gift, trust, easement,
maintenance, inheritance,
testamentary deposition or otherwise
or having in their custody any title
documents pertaining to the said
property shall communicate the same
to the undersigned at our address
within 10 days from the publication of
this notice with documentary
evidence in support thereof, failing
which all the claim, of such person
shall be considered to have been
waived and/or abandoned. Any
objections raised after the completion
of the 10 days shall not be binding
upon the said property or my Client.
P.K. Sinha (Advocate)
Plot No. E-56 (LGF),
Sector 72, Noida (U.P.)
Contact: +91-9667070233

PUBLIC NOTICE

Know all men by these presence that
Sispal, Son of Shri Mishri Lal, resident of
H-2, 110 Madangir, Dr Ambedkar Nagar,
New Delhi-110062, has been adopted by
Riddhi, resident of H-2, 148 Madangir, Dr
Ambedkar Nagar, New Delhi-110062, by
way of Adoption Deed duly registered as
Document No.346, in additional book
No.03, Volume No.576, on pages 08 to
13, dates 11/03/2021, in the office of Sub-
Registrar, New Delhi.

Phone/Fax:-0135-2531152

ik 5027/1%-9/21

OBITUARY &
REMEMBRANCE

BIRTHDAY
REMEMBRANCE

[80th BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE |

Ph.: (044) - 2536 9520 | 94454 31494

Shri 6.5 Rama Rao Guptha |

KAYOROR CHEMICALS
SWAROOPA SANKRAMKALA'S SULFS
: |‘_Chm_mai‘1

NG & INSPIRING US

Fondly Remembered by:
Smt.G.R Kalyani (Wife)

G.Ravi Shankar Gupta (Elder Son)
SmtR Sunitha (Daughter-in-law)

\ G‘Akshl.ta
1'Twiq Grandchildren) 7
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For enquiries on
announcements in this
section, please contact our
office at the following number
between 10a.m. and 8p.m.
New Delhi : 011- 43579797
Rate for New Delhi:
(Minimum Rs. 320/- 2 Lines
Extra Line - Rs.160/-)
(B/W Display): Rs.60/Per Sq.cm
(ClIr Display) : Rs.70/Per Sqg.cm
Log on to
www.thehinduads.com
For Placing Advertisements

Online

In memory of your loved ones

To dedicate a space in this section,
Please contact:

011-43579797

from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. &
For Placing Advertisements
Online log on to

www.thehinduads.com
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government had “already
started executing long ago”.

“While we support the
movement against the three
agricultural laws which seek
to end assured government
purchase of food grains as
per the minimum support
price, we also consider it our
duty to ensure those who
died while fighting for justice
are given their due. Once we
are voted to power, we will
implement the promises
made to martyrs’ families in
the very first meeting of the
State cabinet,” Mr Badal said.

Mr. Badal said that apart
from government jobs and
free education, the SAD-BSP
government would also en-
sure free medical insurance
for such families. He said that
all expenses in this regard
would be borne by the Pun-
jab government.

Hitting out at Mr. Badal’s
announcement, Chief Minis-
ter Capt. Amarinder said it
was “a last-ditch effort” to
woo back farmers that the
SAD had alienated over the

farm laws.

“Do you think Punjab’s
farmers are fools to be taken
in by your desperate state-
ments?” Capt. Singh asked,
adding, “How do you pro-
pose to do something that has
already been done?”

“We had made these an-
nouncements while you were
still busy conspiring with
your political masters, the
BJP, to destroy our farmers,”
he added.

‘Frivolous promises’

The Chief Minister said that
with his frivolous promises,
the SAD president had
proved his total absence of
any connect with people on
the ground.

Pointing out that his go-
vernment was already giving
compensation of 5 lakh each
to the families of such farm-
ers, the Chief Minister said
that of the 237 Punjab farm-
ers who had died so far dur-
ing the ongoing agitation, fa-
milies of 191 had already
received compensation.

Schools to reopen for
classes 9-12 in Haryana

It won't be mandatory to attend: govt.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

The Haryana government
has decided that students of
classes 9 to 12 of all govern-
ment and private schools in
the State will be allowed to
join school from July 16 with
the permission of their pa-
rents.

An official statement said
students of classes 6 to 8 will
also be able to come to
school from July 23 on-
wards.

“It would not be manda-
tory for the students to
come to school as online

classes will continue in the
same pattern. Social dis-
tance and other rules will be
applicable for the students
coming to the schools,” said
the statement.

The Director of Secon-
dary and Elementary Edu-
cation Department will con-
duct online
videoconferencing on July
12 to resolve the doubts of
teachers regarding the same
orders.

No decision has been ta-
ken yet to open school for
students from classes 1 to 5,
added the statement.

Drinking water testing lab
coming up in Rajasthan

It will ensure safe supply to households

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR

The first State-level drinking
water quality testing labora-
tory is coming up here amid
the COVID-19 pandemic to
ensure the supply of safe
drinking water to all rural
households with focus on
the water quality monitor-
ing and  surveillance
(WQMS) programme. A new
building for the laboratory
will be constructed in Jaipur
atacost of .

The WQMS programme
has been launched in Rajas-
than as part of the Centre’s
flagship Jal Jeevan Mission,
which envisages supply of
safe and adequate drinking
water through individual
tap connections to all rural
households by 2024. A tar-
get has been set for supply-
ing 55 litres of water per
person per day to every
household in the rural
areas, where the people
have been facing scarcity of
water.

Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Public Health Engi-

AGARTALA

the leader.

chargesheet.
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neering Department, Sud-
hansh Pant, said here on
Friday that the accredita-
tion for the district-level
labs would be obtained
from the National Accredi-
tation Board for Testing and
Calibration  Laboratories
(NABL) and new laborato-
ries would also be esta-
blished this year at 102 pan-
chayat samiti headquarters
in the State.

¥67 crore allocation
The State government has
allocated % 67 crore in the
2021-22 Annual Plan for the
WQMS activities. Mr. Pant
said the scope would be ex-
plored for establishing
block-level drinking water
quality testing laboratories
on the premises of the
primary health centres.
The Congress govern-
ment in the State has sought
changes in the norms for
Central assistance for the Jal
Jeevan Mission, which at
present stipulates the
shares of the Centre and the
State in 50:50 ratio.

Tripura CPI(M) leader’s
premises searched

SYED SAJJAD ALI

Crime Branch of Tripura police on Friday
conducted a 10-hour search on properties of
senior CPI(M) leader and former minister Pa-
bitra Kar. The raids were linked with ongoing
investigation into corruption charges against

Mr Kar and the CPI(M) termed the raids
politically motivated. They said party veteran
leader and former Minister Badal Choudhury
was earlier accused of ‘corruption charges’,
but police had been unable to even submit a

Crime Branch officers launched simultane-
ous raids in the residence of Pabitra Kar at
Ramnagar locality here and his ancestral
house at Khayerpur near here. The raids start-
ed at 8.30 a.m. and continued till 7.30 p.m.

A police official said the searches were in
connection with an FIR recently registered at
Bodhjungnagar police station in west Tripura.
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New Karnataka Governor
to be sworn in on July 11
BENGALURU

Former Union Minister
Thawarchand Gehlot will be
sworn in as the Governor of
Karnataka on July 11 at the
Glass House of Raj Bhavan.
High Court of Karnataka Chief
Justice Abhay Srinivas Oka
will administer the oath of
office and secrecy to the new
Governor, according to a
release.

Mekedatu: meet resolves
to draw action plan
BENGALURU

The Karnataka government,
during a meeting chaired by
Chief Minister B.S.
Yediyurappa on Friday, has
decided to prepare an action
plan for construction of the
Mekedatu drinking water
project in the Cauvery basin
for catering to the needs of
Bengaluru and Ramanagaram
districts, said Minister
Basavaraj Bommai.

Kerala’s Kitex Group to invest
1,000 crore in Telangana

It will set up a manufacturing unit at Kakatiya Mega Textile Park in Warangal

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

Kerala’s loss seems to be Te-
langana’s gain with the Kitex
Group on Friday agreeing in
principle to set up a ¥1,000-
crore apparel manufacturing
facility at the Kakatiya Mega
Textile Park in Warangal.

It will be the first phase of
investment Kitex has agreed
to make, which is expected
to create 4,000 jobs over
two years in the State. An of-
ficial announcement in this
regard capped the intense ef-
forts by Telangana to woo
the group, which recently
threatened to drop a %3,500-
crore investment plan in Ker-
ala alleging harassment by
the administration there.

Sources said Telangana
made a determined, strong
pitch to Kitex, highlighting
among other things how the
State government respected

Kerala formulates
action plan for Zika

13 more samples test positive

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
The Kerala Health Depart-
ment has formulated an ac-
tion plan for coordinated ef-
forts to check the spread of
Zika infection in the State.
Following the confirma-
tion of one case of Zika in-
fection in a pregnant wo-
man here on Thursday, 13
more samples out of 19 sent
to the National Institute of
Virology, Pune, have tested
positive for Zika, taking the
number of infections report-
ed so far in the State to 14.
These are all samples
from the urban areas in Thi-
ruvananthapuram.  Steps

will be taken to check out
their areas of residence and
collect their travel history.
The department will
launch intensive control
measures across all dis-
tricts, with focus on mosqui-
to control. The control mea-
sures will concentrate on all
geographic localities where
high Aedes species density
is reported.
Mosquito-control drive
requires coordinated action
at various levels and, hence,
all departments will be
roped in for carrying out the
drive, Health Minister Veena
George told a meeting of all
district medical officers.

Advantage Telangana: Industries Minister K.T. Rama Rao with
the Kitex team in Hyderabad on Friday. =ARRANGEMENT

wealth creators and how me-
ga projects such as those of
the Kochi-based group were
eligible for tailor-made in-
centives.

While the Industries De-
partment is said to have in-
itiated discussions a few days
ago, the investment announ-
cement followed a series of
meetings Industries Minister
K.T. Rama Rao and senior of-
ficials, including Secretary
Jayesh Ranjan, had with a

six-member delegation from
Kitex that was flown in a
chartered flight arranged by
the Telangana government.
A release from the Minis-
ter’s office said that during
the meeting, Mr. Rao gave an
overview of the progressive
investment policies of the
State government and also
availability of various re-
sources for textiles industry
in Telangana. He explained
about the TS-iPASS single

window clearance system
and the other advantages
that Telangana offered, in-
cluding uninterrupted pow-
er supply. The Minister also
said the cotton grown in the
State was one of the finest in
the world.

The Kitex delegation led
by Managing Director Sabu
M. Jacob made a presenta-
tion on the group’s current
activities and expansion
plans. Later, they flew to the
Kakatiya Mega Textile Park in
a helicopter and inspected
the premises.

The release said the Kitex
team was impressed with the
Kakatiya Textile Park infras-
tructure and on returning to
Hyderabad met Mr. Rao and
announced plans to invest
1,000 crore on apparel ma-
nufacturing facility in the
park, amove that is expected
to generate 4,000 jobs.

Police arrest two women for
fake crowdfunding campaign
HC moots govt. control

STAFF REPORTER
KOCHI

The Cheranallore police
have arrested two women
on the charge of launching a
fake crowdfunding cam-
paign and have frozen a
bank account in this connec-
tion.

Mariamma Sebastian, 59,
and Anitha T. Joseph, 29, re-
sidents of Pala, are accused
of misusing the picture of an
ailing girl to get money from
kind-hearted people. A co-
accused is on the run.

The girl is undergoing
treatment at a hospital and
her father had sought help
through social media. Ho-
wever, on July 7, a doctor

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The Kerala High Court on
Friday sought the views of
the State government on
governmental control over
raising funds for medical
treatment through
crowdfunding.

known to the girl’s father
alerted him that his daught-
er’s picture was seen on
some social media plat-
forms. The bank account
number, GPay number, and
the contact number of the

Expressing its
displeasure over the free for
all situation and some
YouTubers raising charity
money using their account
numbers, the court noted
that there should be a
government policy covering
the activities.

accused were given in the
post in an alleged attempt to
benefit in the name of medi-
cal assistance. It emerged
that the accused had with-
drawn 1 lakh received as as-
sistance from the account.

Krishna river
board meet
proposed
next week

B. CHANDRASHEKHAR
HYDERABAD

The Krishna River Manage-
ment Board (KRMB),
caught in the crossfire bet-
ween the two member-
States — Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana — is plan-
ning to hold a full-board
meeting next week to dis-
cuss the water sharing ar-
rangement at least for the
current water year.

The postponement of
the three-member commit-
tee meeting scheduled for
July 9 had become inevita-
ble on the day Telangana
wrote to the board seeking
its postponement and re-
questing for a full-board
meeting anytime after July
20.

“There’s no point in hav-
ing the meeting with one of
the member-States making
up its mind to stay away,”
an official of the river
board said on Friday.

The board is likely to
convene a meeting only af-
ter July 12, when the next
hearing in the southern
zone Bench of the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) is
scheduled on the alleged
violation of the tribunal or-
der in case of the Rayala-
seema Lift Irrigation
Scheme (RLIS) of Andhra
Pradesh. The river board
planned to visit the RLIS
site for more than four
months but could not do so
due to Andhra Pradesh’s
refusal to allow the team.

At a time when the two
States are engaged in a bit-
ter row over sharing the
river water, particularly in
the backdrop of work ta-
ken up on the RLIS by And-
hra Pradesh and hydel gen-
eration at the inter-State
reservoirs of Srisailam, Na-
garjunasagar and Pulichin-
tala by Telangana, the
board has been at the re-
ceiving end from two sides.

. WEATHER WATCH

E RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

: TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 17.00 HRS)
. Forecast for Saturday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isolated :
places over Uttarakhand, Manipur, Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Madhya
i Pradesh, Vidarbha, Konkan & Goa, coastal Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, :
¢ Puducherry, Kerala, Andaman & Nicobar Islands and Lakshad- :
: weep. Thunderstorm with hail likely at isolated places over :
Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh, Gilgit-Baltistan and Muzaffarabad

Loary RAIN MAX  MIN
D Agartala..........o.....—.... 3...26.6
: Ahmedabad. ....28.0
¢ Aizawl......... ....19.0
: Allahabad.... ....26.5
: Bengaluru ... . 222
: Bhopal.....ccooveeve = ...24.2
i Bhubaneswar...... 1.5....35.2....26.1
: Chandigarh ...28.8
: Chennai ... ...23.8
: Coimbatore. ..24.3
: Dehradun.... ....23.0
: Gangtok... ...18.1

Goa......... 242

Guwahati ...26.4
: Hubballi...... ...22.0
: Hyderabad .. ..23.4
: Imphal.... ...22.0
* Jaipur. ....28.8
Kochi...... ....24.6
: Kohima.... ....17.8
Kolkata.............. 0.3...349...27.4

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)
: Pollutants in the air you are breathing

CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE
116 ...
97 L

: CImIEs S0z NO:

: Ahmedabad..... .13 .16 110 .115
: Bengaluru....... 11 .19 .24 .136
: Chennai ... ... 4 31 .75 .19 ..
2 Delhi s 6 .51 .38 .197
¢ Hyderabad...... 37 30 .52 .33
: Kolkata........... 11 .22 .17 .66
¢ Lucknow........ ..2 .39 .52 .159
: Mumbai.......... 105 .10 ..— ...70
DPuUne. 5 .14 .65 ..82
: Visakhapatnam ..7 .76 .55 ...84

Air Quality Code: M Poor

165 ...

aTy RAIN  MAX :
Kozhikode..........co..... 12....28.4...24.5 :
Kurnool ... ..32.5...25.6 ¢
Lucknow.. ..36.2....26.3 :
Madurai... ....35.4...23.2 :
Mangaluru... .26.1...22.8 :
Mumbai ... .73...31.6....24.4 :
Mysuru .. ..29.9....21.6 :
New Delhi ...38.2....24.1
Patna ...... ...33.6....25.8 ¢
Port Blair. ..29.0....23.1 :
Puducherry .. ...32.1....20.4 :
Pune........ ..30.3....22.9 :
Raipur ....30.6....23.8 :
Ranchi..... ..30.2...22.1 ¢
Shillong... ....25.0....17.9 :
Shimla..... ...28.4....18.2 :
Srinagar........... 342,192 ¢
Thiruvananthapuram.. ....31.9....24.8 :
Tiruchi ..35.9....22.0 ¢
Vijayawada .. ...32.4...26.2
Visakhapatnam

.35.0....25.6

Yesterday

In observation made at
28 ™ 4.00 p.m., Jind, Haryana
recorded an overall air

quality index (AQl) score
.49 ..l of 182 indicating a
.75 ..m moderate level of
113 pollution. In contrast, :
. Gadag, Karnataka recorded
101 .. a healthy AQl score of 15
.83 .1
126 ...

Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQl)

: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: and monuments.

: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
. reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain.

At very high levels, it can cause

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

¢ lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
¢ death in people with heart or lung disease :

SC raps Pune civic body over road project

Maharashtra’s active cases decline
to 1.12 lakh with 10458 recoveries

State reports 8,992 COVID-19 cases, 200 fatalities; 596 new infections in Mumbai

¥

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PUNE
As many as 10,458 patients
were discharged in Maha-
rashtra on Friday against a
surge of 8,992 new COVID-19
cases as the State’s active
case tally dipped to 1,12,231.
The State saw a sharp fa-
tality spike, with 738 deaths
being added to the progres-
sive death toll. As many as
158 of these have occurred in
the last 48 hours and 42 were
from the past week. A furth-
er 538 fatalities had been ad-
ded as per the ongoing ‘re-

conciliation’ process, said
the State Health
Department.

The State’s total death toll
has climbed to 1,25,034 with
the State’s case fatality rate
rising to 2.03%.

The total cases have
reached 61,22,893 while its
cumulative recoveries have

Inoculation: A woman receives a dose of COVID-19 vaccine in

Mumbai on Friday. =pmi

gone up to 59,00,040 with
the recovery rate standing at
96.08%.

“Of a total 4,31,24,800
laboratory samples tested
thus far, 61,40,968 (with the
average case positivity fall-
ing incrementally to 14.1%)
have returned positive with

over 2.16 lakh samples being
tested in the last 24 hours,”
State Surveillance Officer Dr.
Pradeep Awate said.

Pune reported more than
1,200 new cases taking its to-
tal case tally to 10,66,229.
Four deaths were recorded
as the toll touched 17,194. Ac-

State resumes immunisation against filariasis

Drug administration drive will be conducted in 6 districts till July 15

STAFF REPORTER
MUMBAI

The Maharashtra govern-
ment has flagged off its mass
drug administration drive
for the elimination of lym-
phatic filariasis and become
the first State in the country
to resume giving rounds of
the drug after the second
wave of COVID-19.

The drive will be conduct-
ed in six districts — Bhanda-
ra, Chandrapur, Gadchiroli,
Gondia, Yavatmal and Nand-
ed — till July 15. Maharashtra
has 18 filariasis endemic dis-
tricts. As of 2020-21, at least
31,258 lymphoedema and
11,929 hydrocele cases were
reported from these
districts.

Mass drug administration
is one of the two pillars of
the National Programme for
Elimination of Lymphatic Fi-
lariasis, under which anti-fi-
laria drugs are administered
to the eligible population
once a year.

A combination of two
drugs, diethylcarbamazine
(DEC) and albendazole, or
three — Ivermectin, DEC,
and Albendazole — will be
administered during the
drive.

Of the six districts, Gad-
chiroli, Chandrapur and
Bhandara will undertake the
triple drug therapy. Eve-
ryone except pregnant wo-
men, children below five
years and seriously ill peo-

ple will be administered the
drugs in the presence of
health workers.

State Health Minister Ra-
jesh Tope said, “Despite the
second wave, we are making
steady progress towards the
elimination of neglected
tropical diseases. I urge the
community to participate in
these crucial rounds, while
also following COVID-19 safe-
ty protocol, which includes
participation in immunisa-
tion programmes.”

The Maharashtra Health
Services has organised the
drive in coordination with
Global Health Strategies,
World Health Organization,
and Project Concern Inter-
national.

cording to district authori-
ties, the active cases stand at
10,200 while the death toll
has crossed 18,060.

Mumbai recorded 596
new cases to take its total tal-
ly to 7,26,633 while the ac-
tive cases declined to 11,269.
Thirteen fatalities took the
city’s death count to 15,599.

Kolhapur in western Mah-
arashtra added more than
1,500 new cases taking its to-
tal cases to 1,71,056 of whom
12,630 are active. As many as
39 deaths saw the toll climb
to0 4,972.

Satara registered 1,085
cases and 24 deaths as its to-
tal case tally rose to 20,10,42
of whom 8,119 are active
while the death toll went up
to 4,837.

Neighbouring Sangli re-
ported more than 900 new
cases and 11 deaths. The total
tally stands at 1,63,134.

Apex court says HCMTR cannot be implemented without environmental clearance

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE
PUNE

In a setback to the Pune Mun-
icipal Corporation (PMC),
the Supreme Court on Friday
said that the civic body’s am-
bitious High-Capacity Mass
Transport Route (HCMTR)
project, which has drawn
flak from several environ-
mental groups and activists,
could not be implemented
without prior environmental
clearance (EC).

The apex court upheld the
judgment of the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) which
had directed the PMC in No-
vember 2020 to get the EC
for the HCMTR, given the
mammoth scale of the pro-
ject and the potential envi-
ronmental damage embed-
ded in its implementation.

In its affidavit, the techni-
cal committee of the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEFCC)
had made it clear that the
HCMTR was an “area deve-
lopment project” and that a

Centre should frame policy
to name airports, says HC

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court on
Friday said the new Civil
Aviation Minister Jyotiradi-
tya Scindia must consider
formulating a uniform poli-
cy for naming all airports
across the country.

A Division Bench of Chief
Justice Dipankar Datta and
Justice G.S. Kulkarni was
hearing a public interest liti-
gation (PIL) petition filed by
lawyer Filji Frederick seek-
ing directions to the Centre
to frame a uniform policy to
name and rename airports.
The PIL said that the Centre
must not act upon proposals
by States to name airports
including the upcoming air-

port at Navi Mumbai, until a
policy was framed.

The court said the first
task of the new Civil Avia-
tion Minister must be to for-
mulate such a policy. The
court said it would not allow
recent instances like the one
at Navi Mumbai, where
around 20,000 people from
local communities have de-
manded that the new air-
port be named after late ac-
tivist and parliamentarian
D.B. Patil.

The court asked, “We
would like to know the pre-
sent position of the draft
policy. Over this issue of
naming [of airports], we
took the State government
to task last month”
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prior EC would have to be
obtained.

Coastal road project

The PMC, on its part, had ar-
gued that the HCMTR was si-
milar to Mumbai’s coastal
road project which did not
require an EC.

“However, the judges
were not convinced by the
PMC’s arguments as they re-
lied upon the opinion of the
MOEFCC expert committee.
The HCMTR as proposed by
the corporation is to be a 36
km-long, 80 foot-wide six-
lane fully elevated route
passing through Pune’s most
developed areas. Four lanes
are to be reserved for private
vehicles and two for buses,”
said Sarang Yadwadkar, the
original petitioner in the
NGT against the project.

Welcoming the SC’s deci-
sion, Mr. Yadwadkar said the
project, if implemented,
would have a severely detri-
mental impact on Pune’s en-
vironment.

“The so-called rapid envi-
ronmental impact assess-
ment that had been carried
out by the project’s propo-
nents was completely un-
scientific. The alignment of
the route, which is proposed
to pass through densely pop-
ulated residential areas, hos-
pitals, schools, water bodies,
will have a tremendous im-
pact on people and their
health and on the city’s
green spaces,” he said.

Pollution levels
Pune’s environmental
groups have been opposing
the proposed HCMTR for
years on grounds that the
route alignment would not
only destroy the hills and
green heritage spots, but that
the vehicular traffic on the
HCMTR would raise pollu-
tion levels to unacceptable li-
mits in the core city area.
Stating that the project
was initially conceived to
give a boost to public tran-
sport in Pune city, road acti-

vist Sujit Patwardhan, foun-
der of NGO Parisar, said that
the objective of the HCMTR
project — as proposed in the
draft Development Plan (DP)
0f 1982 and sanctioned in the
final DP in 1987 — was to sub-
stantially enhance the level
of public transport in the city
and give public transport a
dedicated route to connect
with the congested parts of
the city and its newly deve-
loping localities.

Mass transportation
Transport expert Pranjali
Deshpande, on the other
hand, said it was essential to
revert to the HCMTR’s mass
transportation function gi-
ven the general vision of the
city’s leaders to move to-
wards sustainable modes of
transport. “Running non-
polluting modes on the
HCMTR such as an exclusive
bus rapid transit system with
electric buses can eliminate
both air and noise pollution,”
she said.

Patole says no internal strife within Cong.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PUNE

Maharashtra Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (MPCC)
chief Nana Patole on Friday
downplayed suggestions of
rivalry between himself and
Energy Minister Nitin Raut.
Speaking in Pune, he said
the party was preparing to
contest the crucial Pune civ-
ic body polls next year on its
own. His remarks came as
Mr. Raut and Revenue Minis-
ter  Balasaheb  Thorat
reached Delhi on Friday to
reportedly seek an audience
with party chief Sonia Gand-
hi to settle the ‘problems’
plaguing the State unit.
“There is no internal
strife within the Congress...
questions are being raised
just because some Congress

Nana Patole

leaders [Mr. Raut and Mr.
Thorat] have gone to Delhi.
But everyone has to go there
when they are called for a
meeting,” he said.

Mr. Patole asked why only
alleged disputes within his
party were highlighted des-
pite the BJP having some real
ones. “Recently, BJP State
president Chandrakant Patil
had written to Union Home

»

Minister Amit Shah about
the MSCB scam and irregu-
larities in sugar factories...
that letter also mentions fac-
tories believed to be owned
by senior BJP leader Nitin
Gadkari,” he said.

Last week, Mr. Patole
sparked a controversy after
he wrote to Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray alleging
irregularities in the tender-
ing process in the selection
of a coal supplying firm,
which allegedly is ‘linked’ to
Mr. Raut, by the Maharash-
tra State Mining Corpora-
tion. In his letter, Mr. Patole
claimed that Rukhmai In-
frastructures Private Limit-
ed had no past experience in
supplying coal and did not
fulfil the criteria to be a sup-
plier to the ‘Mahagenco’.
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Undead section

The invalid Sec. 66A is often invoked out of
ignorance, but serves as a tool of harassment

t is quite disconcerting that the Supreme Court has
Ibeen informed for the second time in two years that

Section 66A of the IT Act, which was struck down as
unconstitutional six years ago, is still being invoked by
the police and in some trial courts. One can see why the
Court deemed it “a shocking state of affairs” when a pe-
tition by the People’s Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL)
came up for hearing. Section 66A made messages
deemed by the police to be offensive or menacing to
anyone, or those that caused “annoyance”, a criminal
offence if these were sent through a computer or com-
puter resource. It prescribed a prison term of up to
three years on conviction. In its landmark judgment in
Shreya Singhal (2015), the Court ruled that the provi-
sion was vague and violated the freedom of free speech.
It was so broadly defined that it took into its sweep pro-
tected speech also, and therefore upset the balance bet-
ween the exercise of the free speech right and the impo-
sition of reasonable restrictions on it. In January 2019,
too, the Court’s attention was drawn to the same pro-
blem of the invalidated provision being used by the pol-
ice to register cases based on complaints. Not much
seems to have changed since then, and it is quite sur-
prising that the police headquarters and prosecutors in
the various States had not disseminated the effect of the
Court ruling among officers manning police stations.

There were also instances of courts framing charges
under Section 66A even after lawyers had cited the 2015
judgment. The PUCL has said as many as 745 cases are
still pending in district courts in 11 States. It is not diffi-
cult to surmise that police officers who receive com-
plaints and register them as First Information Reports
may not be aware of the judgment, though one cannot
rule out instances of the section being invoked deliber-
ately as a tool of harassment. Ignorance of the law is no
excuse for the citizen, and it must equally be no excuse
for police officers who include invalidated sections in
FIRs. Recently, police in Uttar Pradesh booked a jour-
nalist for defamation under Section 500 of the IPC,
even though the Supreme Court has ruled that defama-
tion can be pursued only by way of private complaints
and there can be no FIR. The current hearing may re-
sult in directions to States and the police, as well as the
court registries, for appropriate advisories to both sta-
tion-house officers and magistrates, but it is not neces-
sary for those concerned to wait for such orders. Police
chiefs and the directorates of prosecution must proac-
tively begin a process of conveying to the lower courts
and investigators all important judgments and their ef-
fect on the practices relating to investigation, prosecu-
tion and the framing of charges from time to time.

Murder of a President

Haiti needs to hold legislative and presidential
elections soon for a legitimate government

he brazen assassination of Jovenel Moise, the 53-
year-old President of Haiti, has pushed the impo-

[n defence of India’s noisy democracy

In the current moment, it is important to be clear why comparisons with China are not only specious but also dangerous

i
s 2-*"“

PATRICK HELLER

hina’s developmental path-
C way over the last century

has been spectacular. No
country in history has ever grown
faster and more dynamically. Not
only have hundreds of millions
been lifted out of poverty, but so-
cial indicators have improved dra-
matically. India’s developmental
record has been much more
mixed. Since the 1990s, the Indian
economy has grown impressively,
but it remains far behind China in
its global competitiveness. Poverty
has come down, but employment
prospects for the majority remain
limited to low-wage informal sec-
tor jobs that are, by definition, pre-
carious. Maybe, most startling of
all, improvements in basic social
development indicators have
lagged, so much so that as Jean
Dréze and Amartya Sen have
pointed out, India has actually fal-
len behind Bangladesh and Pakis-
tan.

The ‘too democratic’ line
Comparing these track records,
some commentators, including
voices in the Government, have
drawn a facile lesson. India’s pro-
blem is that it is just too democrat-
ic. Unlike China, making and im-
plementing key decisions about
public investment and various re-
forms is impossible in the din of
multiple and contradictory demo-
cratic voices. What is needed are
firmer and more independent
forms of decision-making that are
insulated from this cacophony.
This line of thinking has at va-
rious times been embraced by sec-
tions of the Left (Leninism) and
multi-lateral technocrats and
bankers, but, increasingly, has be-
come the animating fantasy of
right-wing leaders and move-
ments, ranging from elected auto-
crats such as Donald Trump, Bra-
zil’s Jair Bolsonaro and Narendra

Modi. The strangeness of these
bedfellows alone should be cause
for alarm. But in the current mo-
ment, it is especially important to
be clear why comparisons with
China are not only specious, but
very dangerous.

The claim that less democracy
is good for development does not
stand up to comparative, theoreti-
cal and ethical scrutiny. Contrary
to those who believe economic
management cannot be left to the
whims of democratic forces, the
comparative evidence clearly
shows that democratic regimes
have on balance performed better
than non-democratic regimes.

China, with a history of state-
building going back two millennia,
and an exceptionally well-organ-
ised, disciplined and brutal form
of authoritarianism, has done es-
pecially well in transforming its
economy. Africa and West Asia,
where authoritarian governments
of every stripe have dominated,
remain world economic laggards.
The Latin American military dicta-
torships of the 1960s and 1970s
had a terrible economic and social
record, and it was with the return
of democracy and the “pink wave”
of Left populist parties that pros-
perity and social progress were
ushered in. Taiwan and South Ko-
rea are also instructive. Their eco-
nomic take-offs happened under
military regimes and relied on la-
bour repression. Their transitions
to democracy saw their econo-
mies move up to the next level and
become much more inclusive.

Democracy and development

Most pointedly though, one only
has to look within India to under-
stand how development and de-
mocracy can thrive together. By
just about any measure, Kerala
and Tamil Nadu have done more
to improve the lives of all their citi-
zens across castes and classes than
any other States in India and it is
no coincidence that both have also
had the longest and most sus-
tained popular democratic move-
ments and intense party competi-
tion in the country. In contrast, in
Gujarat, where single party Bhara-
tiya Janata Party rule has been in
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place for nearly a quarter century,
growth has been solid but accom-
panied by increased social exclu-
sion and stagnation in educational
achievement and poverty reduc-
tion. The comparative record
leaves little doubt that on balance,
democracies are better at promot-
ing inclusive growth.

The theory behind the authori-
tarian fantasy also does not hold
up. First, the assumption that
authoritarianism supports forms
of decision-making that can rise
above the hubbub of democratic
demand-making to get things done
presumes that those in command
will serve the general interest rath-
er than catering to the powerful
and that when they enjoy such au-
tonomy, they actually know what
to do with it. This is just hubris. On
both these points, democracies
are in fact more likely to meet the
necessary conditions for success-
ful decision making. Elected re-
presentatives, no matter how ve-
nal, have to win re-election, which
means answering to a broad swath
of the electorate.

It allows negotiation

The conflicts and noise that de-
mocracy generates may compli-
cate things, but in the end, having
to respond to a broad spectrum of
interests and identities not only
protects against catastrophic deci-
sions, but actually allows for forms
of negotiation and compromise
that can bridge across interests
and even balance otherwise con-
flicting imperatives for growth,
justice, sustainability and social in-
clusion. The remarkable progress
the United Progressive Alliance go-
vernments made in building a wel-
fare state (National Rural Employ-

ment Guarantee Act, the Right To
Information, the right to food and
other programmes) is a testament
to how a democracy can master
even the most complex policy
goals. As democratic theorists
have long argued, the common
good cannot and should not be de-
termined by science, profits, tech-
nocrats or autocratic fiat. What it is
and how we get there can only
emerge out of sustained societal
deliberation.

Alook at China

India’s tryst with democracy was
born not only of its liberation
movement but also of its affinity
with what makes democracy ethi-
cally unique: it promotes equality
by endowing all citizens with the
same civic, political and social
rights even as it protects and nur-
tures individuality and difference.
And this is where the China-India
comparison is so problematic, in-
deed unconscionable.

However one might like to mea-
sure or evaluate China’s develop-
ment successes, there is no way to
discount the human cost of the
party-made great famine that took
some 35 million lives, a cultural re-
volution that made enemies out of
neighbours, a one child policy that
devastated families and erased a
generation or the violent, syste-
matic repression of the Uyghur
Muslim and Tibetan minorities.
These were not unfortunate ex-
cesses or the inevitable costs of de-
velopment. These were and are
the irredeemable instincts and
predations of an authoritarian
state, one which now denounces
as “historical nihilism” any inter-
pretations of the past that chal-
lenge the party’s official history.
Conversely, while India’s democ-
racy has been quarrelsome, cum-
bersome and often dominated by
elites, it has also opened social and
political spaces for subordinate
groups and has built a sense of
shared identity and belonging in
the world’s largest and most di-
verse society. It has preserved in-
dividual liberties, group identities
and religious and thought free-
doms, all the things that confer re-
cognition on human beings. To

even pose the question of a trade-
off between these freedoms and
the role they have played in build-
ing a pluralistic nation and some
cold, utilitarian calculus of “deve-
lopment” not only does violence
to the very idea of human agency
and dignity but completely ab-
stracts from the very different so-
cial and historical realities of India
and China.

There is a backslide
Beyond these comparative argu-
ments for democracy, one need
look no further than the object les-
son the BJP government has pro-
vided to dismiss the authoritarian
fantasy. The democratic backslid-
ing has been clear. The Govern-
ment has not only sought to cen-
tralise, insulate and personalise
decision-making but has also ag-
gressively undermined the inde-
pendence of democratic institu-
tions and silenced and imprisoned
Opposition voices, all in the name
of nationalism and promoting de-
velopment. Yet, the development
track is dismal at best. While cor-
porate business interests and the
billionaire class have flourished,
the overall economy has sputtered
and since COVID-19 has expe-
rienced the worst contraction of
any sizeable economy in the
world. Demonetisation and the
disastrous response to the second
COVID-19 wave were not just in-
stances of utter policy incohe-
rence fuelled by the sycophancy
and myopia that comes with an in-
wardly focused government, but
exposed a degree of callousness
and arrogance rarely seen in a de-
mocracy. On the social front, the
pursuit of Hindutva — a prototypi-
cal variant of authoritarian ethnic
nationalism — has shaken India’s
democratic norms and institution-
al foundations and weaponised a
politics of polarisation and demo-
nisation that threaten to unravel
the social fabric of the nation.
Rather than look to China, it is
time to defend the noise of Indian
democracy.

Patrick Heller is Professor of International
Affairs and Sociology, Brown University,
U.S.

The bar on criticism that muzzles the advocate

The new Bar Council of India rules fly in the face of constitutional guarantees of free speech and freedom of profession

preme Court of India to intervene
in the migrant crisis. A retired
judge of the Supreme Court also
wrote an article  (https://
bit.ly/3gXRx2s) on May 28, con-
demning the Court’s inaction in

duals (including advocate Prash-
ant Bhushan) with criminal con-
tempt for critical remarks about
the Supreme Court. Today, the
Court under the Chief Justice of In-
dia, N.V. Ramana, along with the

consequences such as disbar-
ment, the pain of the process and
the possible consequences to the
careers of advocates would have a
chilling effect.

The Bar Council of India’s state-

verished Caribbean country battered by political ARTI RAGHAVAN this regard. In response, the Bar Committee reviewing the new ment (suspending the amend-

and economic crises into more chaos. Haitian police Council of India issued a press re- & rules, have an opportunity pre- ments pending review by the com-
say 28 foreign mercenaries, including retired Colom- lease (https://bit.ly/2VetQqL) on = vent a further assault on free mittee) notes that “no prudent
bian soldiers, killed the President at his residence in On June 25,2021, amend- May 30, characterising the criti- £ speech by rejecting the amend- and real Advocate would oppose
Port-au-Prince earlv Wednesdav. Most of them were ar- ments to the Bar Council of cism as a “sustained and synchro- © ments. [the new rules]” and that “Some
y . India  rules  (https:/ nized attack on Supreme Court half of the Indian Bar, and the arti- Historically, our country’s people are in the habit to object to

rested and some were killed in a gun battle. But key
questions — who the mastermind was, what the motive
was and how a group of armed foreigners could walk in-
to a presidential residence, shoot him dead and exit —
are yet to be answered. Moise was at the centre of a pol-
itical crisis that had shaken the country in recent
months. His opponents claimed that his five-year-term
came to an end on February 7 and demanded his resig-
nation. Moise, who took over office in February 2017,
months after his disputed election in 2016, claimed that
his term would be over only in February 2022. When
the Opposition formed a parallel government, Moise al-
leged a coup and cracked down on them. Moise came to
power promising to strengthen Haiti’s institutions, fix
its economy, fight corruption and stabilise governance.
But he himself faced serious corruption allegations, his
government could not hold the 2019 parliamentary
elections and the economy contracted under his watch.
The outbreak of COVID-19 made matters worse.

bit.ly/2SZLcah) which govern the
professional conduct and eti-
quette of advocates were notified.
They render advocates liable for
disciplinary proceedings for mak-
ing disparaging statements about a
court, judge, the Bar Council of In-
dia (or State Bar Councils) or its
members. The consequences in-
clude suspension and disbarment.
The amendments clarify that “...
healthy and bona-fide criticism
made in good faith, shall not be
treated as a ‘misconduct’”.
Challenges were mounted be-
fore various High Courts imme-
diately after the amendments
were notified. The Bar Council of
India, in response, has kept the
rules in abeyance, pending a re-
view by a committee comprising

(sic)” by “disgruntled members of
the bar and some unhappy and
disappointed former judges”.

This was followed by an attack
on a legal news portal (Live Law)
for an article (https://
bit.ly/2VkCrbv) that was critical of
the Bar Council of India Chairman,
Manan Kumar Mishra. The article
noted how the Chairman accused
certain advocates of politicising
the Bar, while himself openly pro-
fessing his allegiance to the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP). In 2014, as
Chairman of the Bar Council of In-
dia, he pledged his support for the
party and Narendra Modi, holding
himself out as the representative
of India’s nearly 1.7 million advo-
cates.

In 2016, he addressed a fawning

cle deprecated this improper use
of public office.

There was swift retaliation to
the Live Law article. A Bar Council
of India resolution (https://
bit.ly/2UBdUyq), condemned the
author for “scandal mongering
and vilification”, and resolved to
take action against the author and
Live Law. The resolution extolled
(without specifics) the “...laudable
acts done and being done by the
[Bar Council of India Chairman]
for promotion of a strong, vibrant
and independent Bar and
Judiciary”.

A chance for a review

It was in this backdrop that on
June 3, 2020, while India was in
the throes of an unprecedented

speech laws have served to fortify
persons and institutions of power,
while silencing those assailing
their actions. Laws (such as sedi-
tion and criminal contempt) per-
petuate the fiction that the author-
ity of these institutions rests on
the fragile foundation of ‘public
faith’, and that dissent would im-
pair the ability of powerful institu-
tions such as courts and govern-
ment bodies to carry out their
duties. This notion is a bogeyman
that has been used to silence crit-
ics, and is a colonial and feudal rel-
ic. State institutions derive their
authority from the power vested
in them by the law, and nothing
else. Criticism (no matter how
trenchant) is essential to hold
these institutions accountable,

each and every reformative step,
but [the Bar Council of India] is
not going to succumb to any such
undue pressure”. Hopefully, the
Bar Council of India’s statement is
not a chronicle of a charade fore-
told, and the amendments will be
reviewed objectively.
‘Professional conduct and eti-
quette’ is an enigmatic phrase for
the Indian Bar, as it is hard to fath-
om what the aspirational standard
is. Recently, the Solicitor General,
Tushar Mehta, was questioned in
court about the Government’s de-
faults on its oxygen supply com-
mitments during the second wave
of the pandemic. In response, he
said that ‘we have to act as respon-
sible individuals’ and not as ‘un-
happy girlfriends’, and added,

Now, Haiti stares into an uncertain future. According senior advocates, members of bar  missive to Prime Minister Modi (on  novel coronavirus pandemic, and and strengthen them. ‘Let’s try and not be a cry baby’.
to the Constitution, the President of the Supreme Court associations and the Bar Council the Bar Council of India letter- access to justice was severely im- Mr. Mehta’s response was not only
of India. The amendments alsore- head), describing him as the paired owing to the limited func- A chilling effect unprofessional but was also un-

should take charge. But the Supreme Court chief died
of COVID-19 last month. There is no legislature as the
2019 elections have been postponed. For now, interim
Prime Minister Claude Joseph has taken charge. But
Moise had fired him two days before his death and
nominated Ariel Henry, a neurosurgeon, for the post.
Mr. Joseph is now consolidating the government, but
Mr. Henry has asked him to step down, signalling that
another political crisis is taking shape in the midst of se-
curity worries. This is not the time for another power
struggle. Haiti’s politicians and military should take a
phased approach of uncovering the truth, stabilising
the country and ensuring the formation of a legitimate
administration. The government’s immediate priority
should be to get to the bottom of the assassination. If fo-
reign nationals were involved in the attack, as the police
have claimed, Haiti should get international help in the
investigation. And Haitian leaders should not allow the
vacuum left by Moise’s assassination to destabilise the
country further. Part of the problems Haiti faces is its
inability to hold free, fair and credible elections in time
and ensure a peaceful transition of power. Interim
Prime Minister Joseph, Mr. Henry and other leaders
should come together and hold legislative and presi-

quire the Chief Justice of India’s
approval before coming into ef-
fect, which has not yet been
obtained.

The intent is clear

The intent behind these amend-
ments is betrayed by events that
preceded their introduction: On
May 25, 2020, 22 senior advocates
addressed an open letter (https://
bit.ly/360LeLV) urging the Su-
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“most efficient and able leader of
the world”. The article recounted
how the Chairman championed a
‘Men Too Movement’ (https://
bit.ly/36tVORC) following the sex-
ual harassment complaint against
former Chief Justice of India Ran-
jan Gogoi, and also denounced an-
ti-Citizenship (Amendment) Act
protesters as “illiterate, ignorant
mass”. In each of these actions,
Mr. Mishra claimed to speak on be-

tioning of courts, the Bar Council
of India convened a meeting and
proposed amendments to the
rules for professional conduct.
Contemporaneously, the Su-
preme Court made its views on
censure of the judiciary clear: at a
time where only matters of excep-
tional urgency were being enter-
tained during the pandemic, the
Court carved out an inordinate
amount of time to charge indivi-

The new Bar Council of India rules
fly in the face of basic constitution-
al guarantees of free speech and
the freedom of profession. The
events preceding the introduction
of the amendments demonstrate
how limited the scope for
“healthy” criticism under the new
rules would be. Further, even if
disciplinary proceedings under
the new rules (should they come
into effect) do not result in serious

suitable for the issue of citizens be-
ing starved of oxygen. But his
words are perhaps a fitting res-
ponse to the Bar Council of India
and other institutions that are ran-
kled by criticism from citizens
who have every right to raise their
voices against authority in a
democracy.

Arti Raghavan is an advocate practising
at the Bombay High Court

Attaching Indian assets
As if the defiance shown by
the social media platforms
in recent months to adhere
to Indian laws is not
enough, now a bizarre
situation has arisen with
Cairn Energy threatening to
take over 20 Indian
properties in Paris (Page 1,

such multinationals despite
being a major investment
hub. International courts
are independent in the
sense that they may not be
expected to be considerate
to our line of action. In
such a situation, it is
necessary that the Indian
government is prudent

investors are concerned.
Social media platforms are
bold enough to defy the
diktats of even the U.S.
President. We are living in a
globalised era and a policy
of give and take through
continued discussions
should be the way forward.
V. SUBRAMANIAN,

Cinema Hall in Mysore after
watching Bimal Roy’s
classic, Devadas, a Dilip
Kumar starrer, I wore a
genuinely sad look. A
couple of friends of mine I
ran into asked me what my
problem was that made me
wear such a long face. After
their persistent queries, I

me out of my slumber,
pointing out that I had

irreplaceable. They shook

watched a film and that it
had nothing to do with the
real Dilip Kumar. That is
how he strove to infuse life

Toread more letters
online, scan the QR code

into his performances. His
memory will remain etched
in our minds.

RAFIQUE AHMED NARI,
Chennai

CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS: The front-page lead story
titled “Amid Cabinet reshuffle buzz, eight States get new Gov-
ernors” (July 7, 2021) referred to Mr. K. Hari Babu as a former MP

. ; k July 9). The critical issues enough to be more Chennai told them that I was feeling ~ and former BJP president of the erstwhile combined State of
dential elections at the opportune time to ensure that a confronting Indian proactive in pre-empting cut up because our film Andhra Pradesh. Actually, he was the president of the State unit of
stable government with popular legitimacy is in place authorities only illustrate such anomalous situations ~ Dilip Kumar industry had lost a super the Andhra Pradesh BJP post bifurcation in 2014.
to address the myriad problems the country is facing. that Indian diplomacy is as it may dent the country’s  As a teenager, and while star in the tragic demise of 7 "o -0 ice can be contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418257/28576300:

............................................................................................................. lacking the punch toreinin  image as far as overseas walking out of Prabhat a film star, who was E-mail:readerseditor@thehindu.co.in
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Ending the shift between Jammu and Kashmir

The 149-year-old bi-annual tradition of shifting the capital of Jammu and Kashmir to Jammu during winters and Srinagar during summers is coming to an end.
Peerzada Ashiq reports on a grand and expensive practice that led to the region becoming a melting pot of cultures and what its end portends for the people

undreds of impassable snow-
H capped mountains are spread

over the 300-km stretch separat-
ing the Jammu region from the Kashmir
Valley. A narrow highway which cuts
through the Pir Panjal mountain range
and snakes through the 2.85-km-long
tunnel near Banihal connects the Dogri-
speaking Hindu population with the
Kashmiri-speaking Muslim population.

Given that the Kashmir Valley is
prone to landslides, shooting stones
and heavy snow, a tradition began, 149
years ago, of shifting the capital of Jam-
mu and Kashmir (J&K) to Srinagar dur-
ing summers and to Jammu during win-
ters. The ‘Darbar Move’, which brought
two linguistically and culturally diffe-
rent regions closer, was entirely depen-
dent on the vagaries of weather.

Today, this tradition is likely to be-
come history after the Lieutenant-Go-
vernor’s administration decided to shift
to e-offices this month. The administra-
tion says the epic bi-annual move is too
costly and takes up precious time and
resources. But the decision has left hun-
dreds of families worried that their de-
cades-old links with families across the
mountains may fade away. Students are
concerned about losing opportunities;
traders about losing profits. Some sus-
pect that the move has a larger motive.

Sharing of cultures

Notwithstanding the distance and the
difference in culture and language,
Chasfeeda Shah, 30, a media profes-
sional from Kashmir’s Hyderpora, and
Maanya Sethi, 26, a human resource
manager from Jammu’s Gandhi Nagar,
grew up seeing the Shahs and the Sethis
as one family since 1983. A chance meet-
ing between Chasfeeda’s father Bashir
Ahmad Shah, a police officer, and Maa-
nya’s grandfather Surinder Sethi, a Sec-
tion Officer in the Irrigation Depart-
ment, in Jammu city transformed into a
bond and the Sethis and Shahs became
one extended family.

“I was posted in Jammu during the
Darbar Move in 1983 and met Sethi sa-
hib. Since then, we have stuck together
through thick and thin. Sethi sahib met
with an accident in the 1990s. I shifted
him to hospital and stayed by his side till
he recovered. Thereafter, we celebrated
weddings, Eid and Diwali together,”
Shah says.

Maanya is a fan of Kashmiri ‘waz-
wan’, an array of meat dishes served at
Kashmiri weddings, and Chasfeeda de-
veloped a sweet tooth for the famous
sweets of Jammu, also known as a city of
temples. “I was introduced to ‘wazwan’
dishes when the Shahs invited our fami-
ly on Eid many years ago. I got hooked
to minced meat dishes like Rista and
Gushtaba. 1love spending summer vaca-
tions at the Shahs’ house in Srinagar.
Ours is a relationship that cannot be ex-
pressed in words. When my grandfather
passed away, Bashir sahib booked a
flight so he wouldn’t miss the final
rites,” Maanya says.

For Chasfeeda, born in conflict-rid-
den Kashmir, shifting to Jammu meant
six months of normal life, away from
bomb blasts and frequent exchange of
fire. She first entered a cinema hall in
Jammu because all the cinemas were
closed in Kashmir in the 1990s. “The
first movie I watched was Hum Saath-
Saath Hai in Apsara cinema hall in Jam-
mu’s Gandhi Nagar. In Jammu, I would
attend coaching classes conducted by a
Kashmiri Pandit teacher and eat with-
out any fear on the roadside. I like Jam-
mu weddings — they’re loud and grand
unlike those in Kashmir,” Chasfeeda
says.

In July, when the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor administration issued a directive
asking all the employees associated with
the Darbar Move to vacate their flats
within three weeks, without citing any
reason, Chasfeeda was upset. In Jam-
mu, Maanya felt the same way. “I will
miss the Shahs if the Darbar Move
stops,” she says.

This is not the first time that the Dar-
bar Move has come under a cloud. In Ja-
nuary 1987, during his visit to J&K,
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi was strand-
ed in Kashmir due to heavy snowfall
while the capital was in Jammu. “Gand-
hi asked the Farooq Abdullah govern-
ment to have a re-look at this practice
because officials were unavailable when
they were needed in Kashmir during
winters. However, an agitation started
by the Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustries-Jammu and the Jammu Bar As-
sociation forced the government to
keep the tradition,” says former Direc-
tor General of Tourism, Saleem Beg,
who has continued to visit Jammu every
winter since the 1970s, and even after
his retirement.

A committee formed in 1987, headed
by the then Chief Secretary, Shiekh
Ghulam Rasool, submitted a report tit-
led ‘Darbar Move: The Reality’ to the go-
vernment, to place before it the pros
and cons of the practice. But the report
was put on the back burner after the
Jammu agitation.

“The process of shifting hundreds of
files and employees ran smoothly. It al-
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Porters carry official files of the Civil Secretariat of Jammu and Kashmir during the Darbar Move from Srinagar to Jammu, in Srinagar, in 2017. (Below): People enjoy cups of pink tea, which Kashmiris prefer, in Jammu's
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ways connected people, regions and
cultures,” Beg says.

A week-long carnival

The Hindu Dogra rulers from Jammu ex-
panded their boundaries up to Afghan-
istan in the 19th Century, but most of
them preferred to stay in the Valley. It
was in 1872 that Maharaja Ranbir Singh
began the practice of shifting his go-
vernment from Jammu to Srinagar in
summers, taking the arduous journey
along the Banihal Cart Road.

“Dogra rulers popularised the pa-
pier-maché artwork of Kashmir in many
Jammu structures and the architectural
elements of the Dogra Raj are visible in
monuments in Srinagar such as the Sher
Garhi Palace. Dogra ruler Pratap Singh
was so impressed by Kashmir’s calligra-
phy that he started an annual award for
calligraphy artists,” says Beg.

The Dogra rulers set up key institu-
tions like J&K’s first museum and the
Oriental Research Library in Srinagar.
“Even the Royal Samadhi is in Srinagar.
The Dogra Maharajas preferred to be
called as Kashmir’s kings and contribut-
ed a lot to the Valley’s socio-economic
development,” Beg says.

Zafar Choudhary, a Jammu-based
writer and author of the book, Kashmir
Conflict and Muslims of Jammu, goes to
the extent of saying that the Dogra rul-
ers were biased towards Kashmir. “The
first power project of J&K was set up in
Uri in the Valley so that the King’s pa-
lace could be well lit in Srinagar. No
such project came up in Jammu despite
the Chenab river flowing through it.
When Maharaja Gulab Singh, the foun-
der of the modern but difficult State of
J&K, stepped down for his son, Ranbir
Singh, he decided to live the last four
years of his life in Kashmir as its Gover-
nor,” Choudhary says.

The Dogra Maharaja used hundreds
of carts driven by horses and elephants
to move to Srinagar through the
treacherous stretch connecting Jammu
and Kashmir. Cut to 2019: files and re-
cords, many loaded in hard drives and
computers, took about a week to move
to the capital via trucks and buses. A to-
tal of 151 government departments used
to shift capital twice a year in J&K.

“All the departments would first bun-
dle their files and seal them and then
stock them in tin trunks. A team of ev-
ery department would head for the cap-
ital where everyone would be shifting.
On arrival of the trucks, the teams
would identify the trunks and unload
them and place the files in the respec-

tive departments,” Beg recalls.

According to the officials of the J&K
Estates Department, it took 152 trucks
and 56 buses in April 2019 to ferry files
and employees from Srinagar to Jam-
mu. The August 5, 2019 decision to end
J&K’s special status, along with the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, disrupted the Darbar
Move in 2020 and 2021.

According to official figures, 10,112
employees had moved to Jammu, in-
cluding 1,179 gazetted officers, 7,110
non-gazetted employees and 1,823 Class
IV employees, in April 2019. “While the
loading and unloading of files cost
%45.41 lakh, the carriage cost 116.55
lakh. The Darbar Move cost about
1,636.04 lakh, besides the additional
expenditure of 1,213.44 lakh as special
allowance to the employees,” an official
of the Estates Department says, on the
condition of anonymity.

The Darbar Move, which took place
twice a year — in October/November to
Jammu and in April/May to Srinagar —
would take two weeks of working days.
From the Raj Bhavan to the Chief Minis-
ter’s Secretariat to the Chief Justice’s of-
fice, the shifting of the capital was like a
week-long carnival. It cost around 3198
crore in 2019 to keep the tradition alive,
officials say.

According to the Estates Department,
151 private houses, 125 J&K Tourism De-
partment Corporation structures and
1,457 hotels were booked for shifting
employees to Kashmir, while 69 private
houses, 253 J&K Tourism Department
Corporation structures and 2,387 hotels
were booked in Jammu. Arranging for
accommodation cost the exchequer
%4,161 lakh in Srinagar and %2,053.99
lakh in Jammu in 2019.

Under the scanner of the court

It was this “expenditure, wastage of
time and the labour” that caught the at-
tention of the J&K High Court in May
2020 while it was hearing a petition on
the Darbar Move and the ongoing pan-
demic. A Division Bench of the court
comprising then Chief Justice Gita Mittal
and Justice Rajnesh Oswal directed the
Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, Go-

vernment of India, and the Chief Secre-
tary of J&K “to examine the issues raised
by the court”.

Monika Kohli, amicus curiae, argued
against the Darbar Move. “Jammu and
Srinagar are well connected by air, road
and rail service. The distance of about
300 km is covered in half an hour by
flight. It is clearly logical that the consid-
eration of extreme weather in support
of the Darbar Move does not hold
weight today,” she said.

A battery of lawyers also questioned
the security of records that were being
ferried from one place to another. “Sen-
sitive documents and old archives can-
not tolerate exposure of any kind. Such
documents may be on matters of secur-
ity of the country as well as of the Union
Territory. This security ought not be
compromised for any reason whatsoev-
er,” Kohli said.

Chief Justice Mittal, who was im-
pressed by the arguments, called for ra-
tionalisation of the tradition. “The
amount of money, resources and time
which could be saved could be utilised
towards the welfare and development
of the Union Territory, which has other-
wise witnessed much turmoil. The fi-
nancial savings and resources could be
utilised for contributing towards the
protection and propagation of its inhe-
rent culture and heritage of the com-
munities,” she observed.

Beyond an emotional bond

The Darbar Move is not just an emotion-
al bond between Kashmir and Jammu.
Hundreds of students leave turmoil-hit
Kashmir Valley to go to Jammu to seek
admission into educational institutes
and coaching centres. Retailers in Jam-
mu procure special stocks for the
10,000 employees and their families
and friends who mill around Jammu for
six months.

Naresh Katoch, sales manager of the
famous sweet shop, Pahalwan Di Hatti,
at Jammu’s Wave Mall, says his shop has
traditionally attracted buyers from
Kashmir during winters. “Sales would
see a jump when Kashmiris would stay
in Jammu. Kashmiris have a special pre-

ference for Sund Panjeeri, Kala Kand,
Chana Murgi and chocolate bars and
would take huge stocks back to Srina-
gar, where we don’t have an outlet,” Ka-
toch says.

Similarly, Jammu’s Khati Ka Talab
area has become a hub of pink tea sell-
ers. “Kashmiris prefer pink tea or noon
chai (salty tea) and special morning
bread. From just two to three shops in
the 1980s, there are over a dozen shops
serving the tea,” says Niyaz Ahmad, a
shopkeeper who shifted from Ramban
area to Khati Ka Talab in the 1980s and
managed to set up a buzzing tea
business.

“The Darbar Move, if it was a practice
in the West, would have been an annual
festival and would probably have eve-
ryone participating, even outsiders; it
would be used to showcase the unique-
ness of the region. But here it’s mired in
politics and confusion. The fact remains
that there is no viable alternative to the
practice so far. Can J&K afford an admi-
nistrative capital somewhere between
Jammu and Srinagar,” Choudhary asks.

He says many leading retail shops in
Jammu have stopped buying fresh
stocks now that the pandemic has dis-
rupted the practice. “Shopkeepers
would procure special stocks in Septem-
ber for the Kashmiris who would travel
and stay here for six months,” he says.

Arun Gupta, who heads the Chamber
of Commerce-Jammu, says the govern-
ment will soon provide a clarification
about the move. “The tradition is not
merely about shifting of files but a living
example of brotherhood. We will op-
pose any move to end it. Shifting may
cost the exchequer 3200 crore but the
fact remains that the people of Kashmir
spend thousands of crores here and vice
versa. It’s the job of the government to
maintain brotherhood in J&K,” he says.

Politics over the Darbar Move
Three Jammu-based political parties —
the Bharatiya Janata Party, the J&K Na-
tional Panthers Party, and Ikkjutt Jam-
mu — have welcomed the move to aban-
don the practice. They see this as an
end to Kashmir’s domination over the
Civil Secretariat, the seat of governance
in J&K. Kashmir-based parties have op-
posed the move.

Choudhary says there were more
Kashmiri employees than Jammu ones
in the Secretariat in the 1950s and
1960s. “That gave birth to the notion
that there was a bias against Jammu,” he
says.

The practice resulted in the region
becoming a melting pot of cultures.
Marriages took place between people
from different regions: Muslims from
the Kashmir Valley, the Chenab Valley
and the Pir Panjal Valley, otherwise sep-
arated by mountains. It resulted in new
cross-cultural Muslim colonies coming
up in the surroundings of Jammu city.

“Jammu has seen a new cultural land-
scape with cross-cultural marriages.
New colonies have come up. If the Dar-
bar Move stops, people from the Che-

nab Valley and the Pir Panjal Valley will
feel like a part of them is not there,”
Choudhary says.

However, senior BJP leaders like Ka-
vinder Gupta termed the end of the Dar-
bar Move akin to the August 5, 2019
move, which took away the special con-
stitutional position of J&K.

“We welcome it. The first priority is
governance. There are e-offices in place
now. It will not impact cultural interac-
tion. Who has time to interact in this era
of Internet and social media? The only
issue is that the Jammu Civil Secretariat
requires equal recruitment: about 70%
of the recruits in the Secretariat are
from Kashmir. In fact, most of the high-
er posts are occupied by the people of
Kashmir,” Ikkjutt Jammu president An-
kur Sharma said.

More than resolving the issue, the
Lieutenant-Governor  administration
has ushered in new challenges for itself.
Communist Party of India (Marxist)
leader M.Y. Tarigami has asked the go-
vernment to explain where the Chief Se-
cretary, the Director General of Police,
and the administrative secretaries will
function from. “If people have to meet
any officer, where will they meet him or
her? Where will the Assembly function
from? Where will the Raj Bhavan be?
There is no clarity on this issue,” Tariga-
mi said.

Many political analysts fear that the
move will drive the wedge between the
Kashmir and Jammu regions deeper,
which could eventually result in their
separation, the way Ladakh was carved
out as a separate Union Territory on Au-
gust 5, 2019. Gul Wani, head of the De-
partment of Political Science at Kashmir
University, is wary of the move. “On the
face of it, it seems like a step towards
good governance. But the fact remains
that people from Kashmir see Jammu as
a safe location to settle down and buy
property. Most prefer to spend their
earnings there. The old and ailing popu-
lation, who cannot live in severe winters
in Kashmir, prefer the warm weather in
Jammu. In contrast, the people from
Jammu are not able to settle down in
Kashmir. The whole move has a conspi-
racy angle to it. In Kashmir, conspira-
cies are proven true with time,” he says.

Meanwhile, hundreds of files of the
97 departments, which include 47 Se-
cretariat-based departments, have been
digitised so far. The J&K e-office project
has scanned and digitised around two
crore pages from 3.50 lakh files, in a bid
to end the practice of shifting the capi-
tal. “The e-office is one of the reforma-
tive steps taken to put an end to the Dar-
bar Move in J&K, thus saving crores of
rupees spent on transporting files in
hundreds of trucks,” Lieutenant-Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha said earlier this month.

In Srinagar’s Hyderpora, Chasfeeda is
singing a lullaby to her 18-month-old
daughter, Madiha. “I am not sure now if
the relationship between the Shahs and
the Sethis will last through the next gen-
eration,” she rues, pointing towards the
baby.
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Terrain, facilities in J&K
to reflect in delimitation

“A draft report will be pre-
pared, wherein the sugges-
tions of the associate mem-
bers will also be taken into
account. Thereafter, it will
be in the public domain for
a consensus. Only after the
fresh comments, the final
draft will be prepared. Op-
portunity will be given to
people at large to take into
account all the views,” he
stated.

Referring to the Peoples
Democratic Party’s accusa-
tions that the panel’s deci-
sions were pre-planned, Mr.
Chandra said, “If it was so,
we would not have held
such broad-based consulta-
tions. I would suggest that
such apprehensions should
be shunned now. The idea
of coming to J&K and visit-

ing Srinagar, Pahalgam,
Kishtwar and Jammu was to
get peoples perspectives.
People from far-off areas
were able to share their diffi-
culties. All said they were
happy with the process.”
The delimitation of 1995
was based on the 1981 Cen-
sus and took into account 14
districts only. “J&K has 20
districts now. There are
overlapping of districts as
well as tehsils. In 12 districts,
constituency  boundaries
are extended beyond the
districts’ limits,” he added.
Most of J&K’s political
parties, during the meetings
with the panel, have
stressed on immediate res-
toration of statehood after
the new constituencies are
delineated by the panel.

Cooperation Ministry will
usurp States' rights: Oppn.

On Thursday, CPI(M) gener-
al secretary Sitaram Yechu-
ry alleged that the move was
taken with an eye on the
cash reserves of the cooper-
ative banks.

Dhananjay Mahadik, a
former member of the Lok
Sabha who won on an NCP
ticket and currently with the
BJP, welcomed the move as
an important part in rural
development. Mr. Mahadik,
who was associated with su-
gar and milk cooperatives in
Maharashtra, said that
“whatever development has
taken place in rural areas in
Maharashtra owes a lot to
the rise of cooperatives in
the State.” He said, “There is
a limit to what private enter-

prise can do when it comes
to rural development and
Prime Minister Modi under-
stands that. Ministry of
Cooperation will require an
Act of Parliament to be noti-
fied, as cooperatives in Mah-
arashtra are under a State
Act of 1960, but it will be ve-
ry beneficial if the coopera-
tive movement spreads
across the country.”

Senior BJP leaders said
that a growing grass roots
cooperative sector, facilitat-
ed by the Central govern-
ment, would uproot some
“political monopolies and
old shibboleths”.

“And why shouldn’t that
be so?” asked one general
secretary of the BJP.

Privacy policy on hold till
law is framed: WhatsApp

The court was hearing the
appeals of Facebook and its
firm WhatsApp against the
single judge order refusing
to stop the Competition
Commission of India’s (CCI)
order directing a probe into
WhatsApp’s new privacy
policy.

Last month, an applica-
tion was moved by What-
sApp for an interim stay on
the probe.

Mr. Salve argued that
since the genesis of the
probe — the privacy policy —
has been stalled for now, the
inquiry into the same by the
CCI had become academic.

He also urged the court to
grant WhatsApp time till the
end of July to respond to the
questionnaire sent by the
CCI in relation to the
inquiry.

Senior Advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, appearing for Face-

book, submitted that the
CCI was jumping the gun by
initiating a probe into the
privacy policy when a chal-
lenge to the same was pend-
ing before two higher
courts. Additional Solicitor
General Aman Lekhi, ap-
pearing for CCI, said that as
long as the privacy policy
existed, its implications
would continue to persist.

He added that the matter
before the CCI was only at
the stage of inquiry and
“nothing is going to happen
even if steps are taken”.

Advocate Gurkaran Singh
submitted before the court
that his client Tapasi Kohli
sought to intervene in the
appeals on account of being
the informant before CCI.

The court adjourned the
matter till July 30 after it re-
corded that the CCI’s affida-
vit was not on record.

India concerned by
events in Afghanistan’

Mr. Jaishankar's visit to Mos-
cow coincided with an inte-
raction between Zamir Ka-
bulov, Special Envoy of the
Russian President for Af-
ghanistan, and a Taliban de-
legation, led by Sheikh Sha-
habuddhin Delawar.

The Taliban delegation
promised not to allow “any
one to use the soil of Afghan-
istan against any one coun-
try, nor will tolerate inter-
vention of others,” said
Suhail Shaheen, Taliban’s
‘spokesman for internation-
al media (English)’. He also
assured that the Taliban “are
not going to target diplo-
mats, embassies and consu-
lates, NGOs and their staff”.

The assurance of safety
for the diplomatic missions
and staff is important for In-
dia which has been closely
monitoring the security sit-
uation in Kandahar and Ma-
zar-e-Sharif housing Indian
missions.

Mr. Lavrov emphasised
the need for a “political solu-
tion” and said the world
wants to see the agreement
between the United States
and Taliban implemented
but cautioned that the ongo-

ing clashes between Taliban
and Afghan security forces
may “spill over to the allied
countries”.

The Afghan situation will
also come up for further
consultation at Dushanbe
where the ministerial meet-
ing of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO) will
take place next week. The is-
sue will come up also at
Tashkent which will host a
conference of Central and
Southern Asia. “We hope all
the participants (at Dush-
anbe and Tashkent) will
send a strong message to all
the people of Afghanistan to
start negotiating for real,”
said Mr. Lavrov.

In a symbolic move, Mr.
Jaishankar left for Georgia
after his interactions in Mos-
cow. In Georgian capital Tbi-
lisi, he is the first Indian Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister to
visit since the country at-
tained freedom from Soviet
control in 1991.

His interaction with Geor-
gian Foreign Minister David
Zalkaliani is likely to be
watched by Moscow which
continues to have tense bi-
lateral ties with Thbilisi.

A BDC member’s relative was killed and
a woman SP candidate roughed up

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BAHRAICH/LAKHIMPUR KHERI

Twenty-four incidents of
crime including violence,
stone-pelting, rioting and
scuffles were reported in 22
districts of Uttar Pradesh
during the nomination for
the block pramukh elections,
said ADG Law and Order
Prashant Kumar. Sixteen
FIRs were lodged and 25 per-
sons arrested.

While one person was
killed in Bahraich as he resist-
ed an alleged attempt to ab-
duct his relative by a BJP can-
didate’s  husband and
supporters, police arrested
two men for manhandling a
Samajwadi Party candidate
in Lakhimpur Kheri. Six poli-
cemen were suspended with
the administration ordering a
magisterial probe.

The Bahraich attack took
place on Thursday night at
Dinapurwa village when BJP

IT rules: govt. plea listed for July 16 5

candidate Sarita Yagyasaini’s
husband Sudhir, along with
her supporters and a gun
man reached BDC member
Yadurai Devi’s house.

They tried to abduct her to
get her vote in the polls sche-
duled for July 10, local resi-
dents alleged. When Yadurai
Devi’s brother-in-law Maya-
ram, 60, resisted, he was hit
with the butt of a gun and
died on the spot, police said.

FIR registered

Superintendent of Police Su-
jata Singh said an FIR has
been registered against 10 pe-
ople, including Sudhir Yagya-
saini and the gunman de-
ployed for the security of his
wife Sarita. Police have ar-
rested two of the accused —
Ram Bhulawan Shukla and Ji-
tendra Kumar — and teams
have been formed to arrest
the others involved in the
act, she said. Meanwhile, in

Chaos and confusion: Vehicles were vandalised during clashes between political groups as
candidates for the block-level polls filed their nomination papers in Jaunpur, U.P. =ani

Kaushambi’s Sirathu block,
police raided the residence
of an independent candi-
date, finding 18 BDC mem-
bers present there.

They were taken to the Sai-
ni police station and later re-
leased after the intervention

of BJP MLA Shitla Prasad Pa-
tel. Circle Officer Yogendra
Krishan Narain said he had
got information that inde-
pendent candidate Dileep Pa-
tel had held 18 BDC members
hostage in his house. The
BDC members however,

Court tags petition to one pending before Bench led by Justice Chandrachud

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day listed for July 16 a go-
vernment petition to transf-
er the cases challenging the
Information Technology (In-
termediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code)
Rules, 2021, from various
High Courts to itself.

A Bench of Justices A.M.
Khanwilkar and Sanjiv Khan-
na tagged the plea to a pend-
ing special leave petition tit-
led ‘Justice for Rights
Foundation versus Union of
India’. Justice Khanwilkar
said the case would be listed
before an appropriate Bench
on July 16. The government
petition is likely to come up
before a Bench led by Justice
D.Y. Chandrachud.

App debate: There are several petitions in High Courts against
the regulatory framework for social media intermediaries. =arp

The ‘Justice for Rights
Foundation’ case, pending
before the Justice Chandra-
chud-led Bench, primarily
concerns the regulation of
content shown on the over-
the-top (OTT) platforms. The
Bench has been examining
the issue in the backdrop of
the new IT Rules. On March
23 last, it stayed all proceed-

ings in High Courts on the
issue.

The government has said
in the top court that the IT
Rules provide a “compre-
hensive” mechanism to
check the content on OTT
platforms.

The current transfer peti-
tion deals primarily with cas-
es in High Courts challeng-

ing the regulatory
framework for social media
intermediaries in the Rules.
One of them is being heard
in the Delhi High Court and
concerns Twitter. Recently,
the government informed
the court that Twitter has
failed to comply with the law
regulating tech companies
rendering their services as
‘intermediaries’.

Ministry’s affidavit

The Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technolo-
gy, in an affidavit filed before
the court, stated that despite
three months granted to all
Significant Social Media In-
termediaries (SSMIs) to
comply with the Rules, Twit-
ter failed to fully comply
with the same.

claimed they had gone to Mr.
Patel’s house willingly.

In Lakhimpur Kheri, Sa-
majwadi Party’s district pre-
sident Ram Pal Yadav and
others alleged that their par-
ty nominee and her proposer
were manhandled by the BJP

leaders and workers. The wo-
man was not allowed to sub-
mit the nomination papers,
they claimed. In a video of
the incident, two men could
be briefly seen pulling Anita
Yadav by her saree in full
view outside the Pasgawan
block compound. Ms. Yadav
was the proposer of the SP
candidate Ritu Singh.

Samajwadi Party chief Ak-
hilesh Yadav had tweeted a
short clip of the incident with
the caption: “Satta ke
bhookhe, Yogi ke gunde
(Hungry for power, Yogi’s
goons).”

Police later arrested two
men — Yash Verma and Brij
Kishore — based on Ms
Singh’s complaint.

Six policemen, including
Mohammadi Circle Officer
Abhay Pratap Malla, Pasaga-
wan SHO Adarsh Kumar
Singh, one inspector and
three sub-inspectors posted
were suspended for the de-
reliction of duty.

(With inputs from

Omar Rashid in Lucknow)

Journalist moves SC
against sedition law

It has a chilling effect on free speech’

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Senior journalist Sashi Ku-
mar has moved the Su-
preme Court saying the se-
dition law is being applied
by the government against
journalists, activists, film-
makers and civil society in a
“politicised fashion”.

Mr. Kumar, represented
by advocates Kaleeswaram
Raj, Nishe Rajen Shonker
and Thulasi K. Raj, cited the
cases of climate activist Dis-
ha Ravi, filmmaker Aisha
Sultana and journalists Vi-
nod Dua and Siddique Kap-
pan in this regard.

“There has been a dra-
matic jump in charging a
person with the offence of

Shatabdi rakes to be standby for Vande Bharat trains

They will be
deployed in case
of any exigency

S. VIJAY KUMAR
CHENNAI

The Railway Ministry has de-
cided to deploy Shatabdi Ex-
press rakes to run as Vande
Bharat Express in the event
of the latter suffering a
breakdown or unusual late
running.

Two rakes of Train18 mo-
del, India’s first semi-high-
speed train, rolled out by the
Integral Coach Factory here
were later flagged off as
Vande Bharat Express on the
New Delhi-Varanasi and New
Delhi-Katra sectors. After the
self-propelled trains
emerged a tremendous suc-
cess in terms of safety, ride
quality and operational effi-
ciency, Prime Minister Na-

Scindia takes
charge of civil
aviation

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Newly inducted Union Ca-
binet Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia on Friday took
charge of the Ministry of Ci-
vil Aviation.

He was accompanied by
Gen. (Retd) V.K. Singh,
who assumed the charge as
the Minister of State for Ci-
vil Aviation, taking over
from his predecessor Har-
deep Puri, who is the new
Minister for Petroleum and
Natural Gas as well as
Housing and Urban Affairs.

Mr. Scindia’s father,
Madhav Rao Scindia, had
served as Civil Aviation Mi-
nister from 1991 to 1993.
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rendra Modi announced that
more Vande Bharat trains
would be operated across
the country. However, there
has been considerable delay
in manufacturing the rakes.

No flexi fare

With just two rakes operat-
ing on the two important
routes, the Railway Board
has approved a proposal to
utilise Shatabdi Express

Key routes: Only two rakes of Vande Bharat Express trains

rakes in case of any break-
down or unusual delay of
Vande Bharat Expresses.

As a special case, the
class-wise normal basic fare
for Shatabdi Express would
be charged and the diffe-
rence in fare paid in excess
by passengers would be re-
funded. Though the Shatab-
di rake would run in the
name of Vande Bharat Ex-
press the policy of flexi fare

would not apply on such
trips.

In January this year, the
Indian Railways finalised
tender for Vande Bharat
train sets (44 rakes of 16 cars
each) to be manufactured at
three production units — In-
tegral Coach Factory, Chen-
nai, Modern Coach Factory,
Rae Bareli and Rail Coach
Factory, Kapurthala. It was
announced that 75% of the
components would be local-
ly made, giving a boost to
‘Make in India’ campaign.

The 32,211 crore work for
design, development, manu-
facture, supply, integration,
testing and commissioning
of the three-phase propul-
sion for trainsets was award-
ed to Medha Servo Drives
Ltd along with a five-year
comprehensive annual
maintenance contract.
While the ICF would roll out

the maximum of 24 rakes,
the MCF and the RCF would
deliver 10 each.

The first two prototype
rakes are expected by De-
cember 2022 and series pro-
duction of about six rakes
per quarter would com-
mence in mid 2023.

“Tejas Express rakes were
run to substitute Vande Bha-
rat Express when situations
arose. Now it has been decid-
ed to deploy Shatabdi Ex-
press rakes. Coaches of
these rakes can’t be attached
to Vande Bharat trainset
since they are mechanically
and electrically incompati-
ble,” a senior railway official
said. In a note on Environ-
ment Conservation pu-
blished early this week, the
Railways described Vande
Bharat as “environment-
friendly” as it produced less
pollution.

Getting the wind up over the weather

Parliamentary
panel for synergy
between IMD and
private players

SOBHANA K. NAIR
NEW DELHI

There is a need for better
synergy between the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) and private forecas-
ters to avoid confusion, es-
pecially during extreme cli-
mate events like cyclones or
flash floods, the Standing
Committee on Science said
in a meeting on Friday.

The Standing Committee
was deliberating on the sub-
ject of “Update on Monsoon
Situation in the Country”.

Chairman of the Commit-
tee and senior Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh, ac-
cording to the sources, said
that while the entry of priv-
ate players was inevitable,
there must be one authorita-
tive source of forecasts.
“How that needs to be done
must be worked out,” one of

Hot take: There should be one authoritative source for
forecasts on extreme events, the panel said. =siswaraNJAN ROUT

the members said.

Currently, there are three
private players in India —
Skymet (India), Earth Net-
works and IBM Weather.
Both Skymet and IBM
Weather were called for the
meeting. While Skymet offi-
cials participated, IBM’s re-
presentatives could not par-
ticipate owing to
pandemic-induced  travel
restrictions.

In recent years, the IMD
and Skymet have often made
differing predictions on the
monsoon. In June 2021, the
Kerala government, dissatis-
fied with the IMD’s perfor-
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mance, hired Skymet Private
Limited, Earth Networks
and the IBM Weather Com-
pany — to use “ensemble
predictions to improve ex-
treme weather alert services
in the State”.

The IMD was vociferous
on the issue and said that
multiple predictions often
create unnecessary confu-
sion. But the IMD, sources
said, agreed to open up their
data collection for private
players to use. Secretary, Mi-
nistry of Earth Sciences, M.
Rajeevan, according to
sources, pointed out that in
the U.S., which has many

private players, there is only
one authoritative source for
extreme events like
cyclones.

The members also ex-
pressed that, year after year,
the IMD assesses the mon-
soon to be normal though
the actual experience is dif-
ferent. Statistically, the
members said, the monsoon
may be normal in terms of
the average rainfall, but
most certainly the number
of rainfall days had de-
creased. There have also
been far more flash floods in
recent times than ever be-
fore, the members pointed
out. “What is perplexing is
that this has not been cap-
tured in the forecast adeg-
uately,” another member
said.

The committee also dis-
cussed the current monsoon
forecast, deficit regions and
States, urban heat islands,
distribution of weather sta-
tions across districts, and
matching  meteorological
sub-divisions with agro-cli-

matic zones.

sedition since 2016. In 2019,
93 cases were on the ground
of sedition as compared to
the 35 cases that were filed
in 2016. The same consti-
tutes a 165% increase. Of
these 93 cases, charge
sheets were filed in a mere
17% of cases and even
worse, the conviction rate
was an abysmally low 3.3%,”
the application said.

The top court has recent-
ly said it would examine the
use of the sedition provision
(Section 124A) of the Indian
Penal Code. Mr. Kumar has
sought permission to inter-
vene in the case before the
court. He said the provision
has a chilling effect on the
right to free speech.

IN BRIEF
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Delhi HC dismisses
Chirag Paswan'’s plea
DELHI
The Delhi High Court Friday
dismissed a plea by the
leader of one of the factions
of Lok Janshakti Party (LJP),
Chirag Pawan, challenging
the Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla's decision to recognise
his uncle Pashupati Kumar
Paras as the leader of the
party in the House. "I find
absolutely no merit in the
petition,” Justice Rekha Palli
said. The court, which was
inclined to impose a fine on
Mr. Paswan, did not do so
after a request was made by
his counsel. i

SCinsists on fine for
filing “motivated” pleas
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Friday
said it would not hear any
"professional public interest
litigants" unless they
deposited the fines imposed
on them by the court. The top
court was hearing an
application filed by two
persons on whom the top
court had in August 2017
imposed a costs of 5 lakh
each for filing a "motivated”
petition challenging the
appointment of then Chief
Justice Dipak Misra. pTi

I-T Dept. finds undeclared
income of ¥300 crore
NEW DELHI

The Income-Tax Department
has conducted searches
against a Hyderabad-based
group into real estate,
construction, waste
management and
infrastructure, leading to the
detection of unaccounted
income to the tune of ¥300
crore. "The search operation
led to detection of artificial
loss of about 1,200 crore,
which is to be taxed in the
hands of the respective
assessees,” the department
said in a statement. The
group's waste management
business is spread across
India, while its real estate
activities are in Hyderabad.

A ND-NDE



THE HINDU ceim
SATURDAY, JULY 10, 2021

Judges should not act
like emperors, says SC

‘Don't cross the line and summon officials unnecessarily’

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court said on
Friday that judges should
not behave like “emperors”
and summon government
officials “at the drop of a
hat”.

The apex court said there
would be a “reaction” if
judges cross the line of sepa-
ration of powers between
the judiciary and the execu-
tive to call officers to court
“unnecessarily”. The apex
court prescribed modesty
and humility.

‘Drop of a hat’
“A practice has developed in
certain High Courts to call
officers at the drop of a hat
and to exert direct or indi-
rect pressure. The line of
separation of powers bet-
ween judiciary and execu-
tive is sought to be crossed
by summoning the officers
and, in a way, pressurising
them to pass an order as per
the whims and fancies of the
court,” a Bench of Justices
S.K. Kaul and Hemant Gupta
observed in a judgment pro-
nounced on Friday.

Justice Gupta, who auth-

ored the judgment, said offi-
cials were also performing
their duties as the third limb
of governance.

“The actions or decisions
by the officers are not to be-
nefit them, but as a custo-
dian of public funds and in
the interest of administra-
tion, some decisions are
bound to be taken. It is al-
ways open to the High Court
to set aside the decision
which does not meet the test
of judicial review, but sum-
moning of officers frequent-
ly is not appreciable at all.
The same is liable to be con-
demned in the strongest
words,” the court observed.

Judges must know their li-
mits. The dignity and majes-
ty of the court was not en-
hanced when an officer was

called to court. Respect to
the court had to be com-
manded and not demanded
and the same was not en-
hanced by calling public of-
ficers, Justice Gupta noted.

At times, officials had to
travel great distances and
wait for hours in court. His
official work was delayed,
creating an extra burden on
the officer

‘Power of the pen’
“Summoning of the officer is
against the public interest...
Courts have the power of the
pen, which is more effective
than the presence of an offic-
er in Court. If any particular
issue arises for considera-
tion before the Court, and
the advocate representing
the State is not able to answ-
er, it is advised to write such
doubt in the order and give
time to the State or its offic-
ers to respond,” Justice Gup-
ta observed in the verdict.

The observations were
part of the judgment in an
appeal against an Allahabad
High Court decision. The
High Court had summoned
the Secretary, Medical
Health.

No need for CBI probe, says HC

‘Facts in fake jab racket don't warrant investigation by agency’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

The Calcutta High Court on
Friday ruled out a probe by
the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation ( CBI) into the fake
vaccination racket.

The facts “do not war-
rant an investigation by the
CBI”, it said.

“Whether investigation
by the said agency would be
necessitated in future

‘Resume talks
with positive
approach’

RAHUL KARMAKAR
GUWAHATI
A panel of Nagaland’s law-
makers on Friday asked the
negotiating parties of the
“Indo-Naga” political dia-
logue to resume the peace
talks with a positive ap-
proach, setting aside the
preconditions in the “grea-
ter interest of the people’s
cry for long-term peace”.
The armed Naga groups
have also been advised to
hammer out their diffe-
rences and come together
for “one solution and one
agreement”. The peace
process between New Del-
hi and two sets of the Naga
extremist groups has been
hanging fire for more than
23 years. A solution has
been elusive because of the
stand of the Naga groups,
specifically the Isak-Mui-
vah faction of the National
Socialist Council of Naga-
land on a separate Naga
flag and a constitution.

Relocated IGNCA to open next month

Exhibition on Chandrashekhar Azad, gallery on Raja Deen Dayal in the offing

DAMINI NATH
NEW DELHI

The new location of the Indi-
ra Gandhi National Centre
for the Arts (IGNCA) on Jan-
path, which was inaugurated
on July 1, could open its
doors to the public next
month, depending on the
COVID-19 pandemic situa-
tion, according to officials.
Relocated to make way for
the construction of new se-
cretariat buildings as a part
of the Central Vista redeve-
lopment, the IGNCA would
stay at what used to be the
Janpath Hotel for about two-
and-a-half years, while its
own permanent campus at
Jamnagar House is being
built, IGNCA member-secre-
tary Sachidanand Joshi said
on Friday. The hotel building
was refurbished and an addi-

This PDF was onginally uploaded To The Brills Exms Official (https://t.melThe.,Hindu_Express) before anyone else & Join Backup‘channel @Thehindu000

would depend upon the
conclusion of this investiga-
tion, and the subsequent
steps taken by the prosecu-
tion further to it,” the order
by a Bench of Justice I. P.
Mukerji and Justice Ani-
ruddha Roy said.

The prime accused in the
case, Debanjan Deb, along
with his collaborators had
been “able to deceive a
large section of innocent

Himalayan yaks to be insured

National Research Centre on Yak terms it a landmark move

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The high-altitude yak, feel-
ing the climate change heat
across the Himalayan belt,
will now be insured.

The National Research
Centre on Yak (NRCY) at Di-
rang in West Kameng dis-
trict, Arunachal Pradesh,
has tied up with the National
Insurance Company Ltd. for
insuring their livestock.

“The countrywide popu-
lation trend shows that yak
population has been de-
creasing at an alarming rate.
Further, climate change and
inexplicable changes in the
weather pattern have been
reported from the yak rear-
ing areas throughout the
country,” NRCY director Dr.
Mihir Sarkar said.

The insurance policy
would shield the yak owners
against the risks posed by
weather calamities, diseas-
es, in-transit mishaps, surgi-
cal operations and strikes or
riots.

people, lure them to take
vaccination from him at a
serious risk to their lives”,
the court observed. The in-
quiry “does not show that
there is any deficiency...
that should compel the
court to order investigation
by the CBI”.

The court order came in
response to several writ pe-
titions filed over the past
few days.

Safety cover: A yak at a breeding centre in Nigmadung in the

West Kameng district of Arunachal Pradesh.

A four-year-old report
said the number of yaks
across the country declined
by almost 24.7% between
2012 and 2019.

The total yak population
in India is about 58,000. The
Union Territories of Ladakh
and Jammu and Kashmir
have some 26,000, followed
by 24,000 in Arunachal Pra-
desh, 5,000 in Sikkim,
2,000 in Himachal Pradesh
and about 1,000 in West

Shifting time: The newly shifted IGNCA office at the Janpath
Hotel in New Delhi on Friday. sr.v. moorTHY

tional media centre, includ-
ing an auditorium, was con-
structed by the Central
Public Works Department,
which is carrying out the
Central Vista revamp.

“We are aiming to release
a calendar of events for the
year on August 1. Depending
on the COVID-19 protocols in
place, it would be a hybrid

calendar, with both physical
and virtual events,” Mr. Joshi
stated.

While the old campus on
Janpath had lawns, the tem-
porary home of the IGNCA
had rooftops and courtyards
that would be used as infor-
mal spaces. Events like inti-
mate music concerts, poetry
readings and panel discus-

INTERVIEW | VIJAY GOKHALE

‘Deception a strategy of Chinese diplomacy

Former ambassador to China speaks about the Communist country’s strategic and political tactics

ANANTH KRISHNAN

China’s strategies in past ne-
gotiations with India — from
the Tibet trade agreement in
1954 to the 10 year-long talks
on sanctioning the Pakistani
terrorist, Masood Azhar,
that ended in 2019 — are the
subject of “The Long Game:
How the Chinese Negotiate
with India”, a new book by
former Foreign Secretary
and Ambassador to China
Vijay Gokhale, to be pu-
blished on July 19. In this in-
terview, Mr. Gokhale says
many core strategies in Beij-
ing’s approach, even in the
present “Wolf Warrior” era
under President Xi Jinping,
have remained broadly con-
sistent, offering lessons in
how to engage with China.
Excerpts:

On how China negotiates and
on the India-U.S. nuclear
deal, you explain how ina
multilateral setting, China
often looks to use other
countries to push its case
while concealing its own
objectives. There was also a
fear of being isolated, which
India successfully exploited.
Looking 10 years on at India’s
unsuccessful bid to enter the
Nuclear Suppliers Group, is
China today less concerned
than in the past on standing
alone?

m One theme that runs
through all the chapters is
the use of grand deception as
a legitimate strategy of Chi-
nese diplomacy. What is in-
teresting to me was that they
did not see any contradic-
tion, on the one hand in
practising grand deception,
and on the other hand of
talking about mutual trust.
This grand deception is there
both when they deal with us
bilaterally, and as we disco-
vered in the 1990s and in the
in the current century, when

they deal with us multilater-
ally. We really saw this on
two issues that I talk about
relating to the nuclear tests
0f 1998 and then more clear-
ly during the 123 deal. What
has changed now is that Chi-
na’s power has exponentially
increased, and their willing-
ness to stand alone, even in
isolation, in preserving the
national interest is much
more pronounced.

Another theme you highlight
is the use of delay as a
negotiating tactic, sometimes
to gauge the other side’s
bottom line. Is that unique to
how China negotiates?

m I would not want to use the
word ‘delay’, I would prefer
to use the word ‘timing’. The
Chinese have an impeccable
sense of timing. What they
do essentially by extending
the time period is that they
buy time either to do home-
work, or to strengthen their
position in some manner, or
to gain allies, or for any other
purpose. On the contrary, I
would say that, certainly, in
the early years of our Inde-
pendence, we put ourselves
under time pressure, and
this is one of the critical
points I make in my book.
We are keen to nail down an
agreement, to announce it,
to proclaim to the world that
we have resolved an issue.
That, in a sense, puts time
pressure on us.

Over the years, of course,
we have learnt to handle
that, and I think we have de-
monstrated in very recent in-
teractions with the Chinese

We are keen to
nail down an
agreement,
announce it to the
world that, in a
sense, puts time
pressure on us.

C

cates that India has learned
its lessons there.

On the Masood Azhar issue,
you reveal the Chinese side
justified their blocking of his
sanctioning at the UN by
improbably saying he had
“retired” from terrorism,
which was a contrast from
what they were saying
publicly about standing with
the international community
on combating terror.

m It is not unusual for the
Chinese to be insensitive.
They talk mutual sensitivity,
but in fact, what they mean
is that the other side must be
sensitive to their issues. It in-
dicates a mindset where they
really don’t try to under-
stand the problems of the
other side and simply treat
them as routine, whereas
they expect the other side to
be highly sensitive. I believe
it’s one of the weak points of

leadership, as India did with
the two informal summits?

m The reluctance of the Chi-
nese leadership at the very
top to get into a negotiation
is not new. It is not a pheno-
menon we are seeing under
President Xi Jinping. The less
clear you are as a top leader,
the easier it is to manoeuvre
out of a difficult situation. I
can correlate any number of
events from Mao to Deng
Xiaoping to Xi, where the se-
nior-most leader has been
vague in order to avoid mak-
ing a commitment.

That having been said, we
all know that in the 21st cen-
tury, where digital communi-
cations have become de ri-
gueur, there is a tendency
among leaders to talk direct-
ly to each other. Direct diplo-
macy or leadership diploma-
cy has become an essential
part of this. This may again
perhaps be one of the weak-
nesses of Chinese diploma-
cy, because Chinese leaders
are not comfortable doing
that. The main point that I
make is that we should not
engage in leadership diplo-
macy with the Chinese with
the expectation that we will
get an immediate result. So
long as we are clear of this, it
should be our effort to en-
gage in direct diplomacy.

On the current “Wolf
Warrior” phase of Chinese
diplomacy, is it a change in
only style or is this also a
change in substance?

m I think this is entirely style,
and there is no change in
substance. This does not re-

where India views ties as
being in a new normal
because of the still
unresolved 2020 border
crisis and has said things
can’t be business as usual,
but China is saying publicly
that the basic contours
haven’t changed. How do you
assess China’s strategy, and
how do you think India
should approach this new
phase?

m [ don’t think I’'m in a posi-
tion to offer any advice. I
think there is enough wis-
dom inside the government
to do that. But essentially, I
think the manner in which
we have handled the situa-
tion in Eastern Ladakh is
more or less along the cor-
rect lines. I think the mes-
sage that has been delivered
by India, that we cannot on
the one hand have a dis-
turbed situation on the Line
of Actual Control, while on
the other hand returning to
business as normal in every
other aspect of our bilateral
relationship, is a message
which I think is both clear
and can be easily backed up
by action. I can only con-
clude that the learning pro-
cess in dealing with China
continues, but we have suffi-
ciently absorbed the lessons
of the past. I am quite confi-
dent that we have the where-
withal diplomatically speak-
ing, because this is
essentially a book about di-
plomacy to deal with China. I
do want to add that because
China’s national power or
comprehensive power is
substantially greater than
ours, it is always going to be a

side that we, too, can handle  China’s diplomacy.
time in a diplomatic way so
that we don’t get trapped You point out the top

against deadlines. I won’t be
more specific than that, but I
think you understand what I
am saying. The chapter I
write on how we handled the
Masood Azhar issue indi-

leadership in China never
gets into the nitty-gritty of
negotiation. That may be all
the more true in the Xi era.
What then are the benefits of
engaging with the top

flect a fundamental devia-
tion from China’s core nego-
tiating principles. It is simply
a style, and, therefore, I
think we should not pay too
much attention to it.

challenge to deal with China
diplomatically. We have to
keep ourselves current and
we have to continue to keep
the learning process going.
The full interview can be
read at: https://bit.ly/vijay-

We are in a strange situation ~ gokhale

=RITU RAJ KONWAR

Bengal and Uttarakhand.

Dr. Sarkar termed it “a
landmark development in
providing financial security
to yak rearing communities
in Arunachal Pradesh, Sik-
kim, Ladakh and Himachal
Pradesh”.

According to the policy,
the owners would have to
get their yaks ear-tagged and
provide a proper descrip-
tion in order to get their ani-
mals insured.

sions could be planned on a
smaller scale.

Achal Pandya, head of the
IGNCA’s conservation unit,
said the conservation of
paintings and manuscripts
was under way at the new
labs. Among the projects be-
ing carried out by the team
were conservation of prints
by William Daniell dating
back to 1795.

An exhibition on freedom
fighter Chandrashekhar
Azad and another on “tribal
photographs” from Madhya
Pradesh were being planned
for later this month and Au-
gust. A permanent exhibi-
tion dedicated to 19th centu-
ry photographer Raja Deen
Dayal, including his photos,
a camera and furniture, was
also in the works, Mr. Pan-
dya stated.

KARNATAKA POWER |

1 ——
CORPORATION LIMITED rr‘j-
(BELLARY THERMAL POWER STATION)
CIN: U85110KA1970SGC001919
No. KPCL/2021-22/PS/WORK_INDENT 11017/CALL-2 Date: 08.07.2021

BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Through e-Procurement Portal only)
Item rate bids are invited from Bidders/ Agencies/ Firms/ Manufacturers and adequate
experience in execution of similar works and financial turnover for the work of Supply,
Installation & Commissioning of RDSO approved 140 MT capacity Pit less,
Electronic, RAIL-IN-MOTION Weighbridge System on Track hopper line at BTPS
including AMC for 5 years. EMD: As per Govt. order. Last date for receipt of tender:
26.07.2021. Tender documents may be downloaded from GoK e-procurement website
https:/leproc.karnataka.gov.in Further details can be had from the Executive
Engineer (I&C)CHP, BTPS, KPCL, Kudathini-583152, Ballari Dist. Mob: 094482 90736.
Tel: 08392-288608, Fax: 08392-288607. E-mail: eeicchpbtps@gmail.com
Tender / Rate Contract (RC) Sale Period

@ TAMILNADU MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATIONLTD
No./item with qty

No.417, Pantheon Road, Egmore, Chennai-600008.
RCTenderNo.246

Phone:28191890/28190259;
Fax:044-28190636

1 /LINAC/CONSUMABLES/TNMSC/

*|MAIN/2021-1,

Dt.15.06.2021, Immobilization Devices

KRRNATARR POWER

CORPORATION LTD LI

Pre bid Opening

Submission

Zw

15.07.2021/30.07.2021| 17.08.2021/17.08.2021
16.08.2021( 11.30 AM | 11.00 AM | 12.00 PM

RCTenderNo.246
2 /LINAC/CONSUMABLES/TNMSC/ 15.07.2021(23.07.202101.08.2021(01.08.2021
*IMAIN/2021-2, 16.08.2021( 11.30 AM | 11.00 AM | 12.00 PM
Dt.15.06.2021,Immobilization A ies
RCTenderNo.246
3 /LINAC/CONSUMABLES/TNMSC/ 15.07.2021/23.07.2021{01.08.2021(01.08.2021
‘| MAIN/2021-3, 16.08.2021( 11.30 AM | 11.00 AM | 12.00 PM
Dt.15. 06.2021 Dosimetric Accessories
For details visit .tenders.tn.gov.in and
TNMSC website www.tnmse.tn.gov.in
DIPR.1990/TENDER /2021 General Manager (Services)

RREATER VISAKHAPATNAN [
MUNICIPAL cnnP RATIC I‘M’ “”
‘e Procuremant Tender Notice No.53/2021-22/CE/SE(P3VEE(Mech)l
GVMC, Dt08-07-2021

% 01 Number of Works :1No
02 Value of Works (ECV) : Rs.847.75 Lakhs
4’ 03 Down Loading Starting Date.. : 09-07-2024-@03.00 PM Q

-1 04.Down Loading Entding Date
1] 05.Last Date af bid submission  _: 23:07-2021 @ 0400 PM £~
06.Date of PQ Opefiing FES . 23072021 @ 05.00 PM
L 07 Date of Commercial Opening  :26-07-2021 @ 01.30 PM L
08.Date of TQ Openifig : 29-07-2021 @ 05.00 PM
Note: For any other details required in respect of above tender
notice, please contact E.E.(Mech) before applying for tender schedules

and visit vsp @ www.apeprocurement.gov.in  COMMISSIONER, GVMC

CEIE SO, ), T oess ey AR — SR, €], s R ) D ek E g e e
@ PHED, JAIPUR REGION-I, JAIPUR
Jyoti Nagar, Sahakar Marg, Jaipur-302005
Phone: 0141-2740170 (o) e-mail:ace1.jpr.phed@rajasthan.gov.in
No. F.39/ACE/PHED/Ar. Sikar/SubDn. Dantaramgar/NIT-49/JJM/2021-22/4030-50
Date 2/7/2021

423-07-2021 @ 03.00 PM L

OFFICE OF ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER

(e-NIT No. 49/2021-22)

On behalf of the Governor of Rajasthan NIT No. 49/2021-22 online tender
is hereby invited from eligible bidders for “Augmentation/Conversion of
various RWSS to provide FHTCs including one year Defect Liability
period of SVS/MVS under JJM in the jurisdiction of PHED Sub Division
Dantaramgarh, District-Sikar on SPR basis costing Rs. 4.51 Crore” as
per criteria mentioned in the detailed NIT/tender document available
on websites: https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in & http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.
in, Tenders are to be submitted online in electronic format on website
https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in as per prescribed schedule.

[NIB No. [PHE 2122A1960 JUBN No. [PHE 2122WS0B04411 |
SAVE WATER-SAVE LIFE

(Arun Srivastava)
Addl. Chief Engineer
PHED, Jaipur Region-l, Jaipur

DIPR/C/6460

. INSTITUTE FOR SOCIAL AND
ECONOMIC CHANGE

Dr. V.K.R.V. Rao Road, Nagarabhavi P.0. Bengaluru-560 072. India.
Advt. No. D/1/2021 Date: July 10, 2021

DIRECTOR
Applications are invited for one position of Director.
The Institute for Social and Economic Change, (ISEC), Bengaluru,
was established in 1972, and well known for its inter-disciplinary
research in the social sciences, is looking for a Director.
The prospective candidate must be a distinguished social scientist
who should have had an impressive academic career consisting of
experience as a Professor or equivalent, with a good experience in
teaching, research and administration. The Director of the Institute
shall be appointed for a term of five years or up to his / her
reaching the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier.
The retirement age of the Director is 65 years.

The salary and other benefits of the Director's position are
commensurate with that of the Vice-Chancellor in Universities in
Karnataka. Free furnished residential accommodation is available
on campus and transport facilities are also provided for official use.
Interested candidates may send the CV through post and through

E-mail to the address given below on or before 9th August 2021
Nominations are also invited.

Office of the Chairperson, Room No. 138,
Institute for Social and Economic Change,
Nagarabhavi PO, Bengaluru- 560 072.
Email: chairmanisec@gmail.com

Sd/-

ISEC-21202 Registrar lic

ANDHRA PRADESH FOOD PROCESSING SOCIETY
GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH <
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)
Shortlisting of Reputed Companies for Operation & Maintenance of Secondary Food Processing
Units in Andhra Pradesh on Lease, Operate, Transfer Model for a Block Period of 10 Years.
EXTENSION OF LAST DATE OF SUBMISSION OF EOI

Due to the huge response and feedback the last date for submission of Expression of Interest has
been extended to on or before 19" July 2021.

The Eol document along with the Project information can be accessed from https://apfps.com
For queries, please write to: fps-ap@nic.in Contact: Mr.Bharat, Ph:6309501007; Mr. NLB Pantulu,
Ph: 9703851169; Mr. Rahul Reddy, Ph: 9634506369; Mr. G. Ajay Kumar, Ph: 9100039591,
Call timings : 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM (IST). Sd/- Chief Executive Officer, APFPS

E-TENDER NOTICE

Kerala State Poultry Development Corporation Ltd. (KEPCO) invites Tenders
from the Registered Contractors/Firms/Bidders with experience and a very
good track record for the Design, Supply & Erection of Environmentally
Controlled House using Pre-Engineered Structure for Rearing Shed, Layer
Sheds and Egg Collection House with Security Cabin at Kudappanakkunnu
in Trivandrum District. eTender No. 028/2021-22/KSPDC/HTCLF-KK-SSW.
Last Date for Bid Submission: 09.08.2021. For more details please logon to
www.kepco.co.in/ www.kepconews.blogspot.com g, wip kepco

—
At
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KARNATAKA POWER
CORPORATION LIMITED
(RAICHUR THERMAL POWER STATION)

CIN: U85110KA1970SGC001919

BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Two Cover System) (Through e-Procurement Portal only)

Tender through e-procurement portal mode are invited from the contractors/ agencies
that are reputed individuals/ Company and having past experience, for the following
work at RTPS.

KRRNATARR POVER
CORPORATION LT,

Sl.
No NIT No.

.| KPCL/2021-22/PM/
WORK_INDENT 11379
Dated: 06.07.2021

KPCL/2021-22/PM/
WORK_INDENT 11393
Dated: 07.07.2021

Name of the Work

Design, Manufacture, Supply, Erection & Commissioning
of Hydraulic Take-up for Conveyor belt tensioner of
Shuttle Conveyor-55A & 55B at CHP-2. EMD: NIL.

Routine Mechanical Maintenance, Electrical Maintenance
and AOH works of Wagon Tippler, Primary Crusher,
Secondary Crusher, Shuttle conveyor, Travelling Tripper,
Stacker/ Reclaimer, Dozer, Stone Picking and conveyor
beltrepair works of complete CHP-2. EMD: NIL.

Last date for submission of tender: For SI. No. 1 & 2: 07.08.2021, 16.00 Hrs.
The detailed notification regarding subject enquiry in the e-procurement process can be
obtained by logging on to GoK e-procurement website https://leproc.karnataka.gov in.
Further details can be had from the office of the Executive Engineer (CHP)M-2, KPCL,
RTPS, Shaktinagar - 584 170, Raichur Dist. Mob: 82775 02856.
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‘Pregnant women should take
vaccine for safety of self, child’

COVID-19 second
wave is not over
yet, says V.K. Paul

Pregnant women who
develop COVID-19 are more
likely to require intensive care

than their non-pregnant
counterparts

V.K. PAUL, NITI AAYOG (MEMBER), HEALTH

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Pregnant women should
take the COVID-19 vaccine as
soon as possible as we now
know that the virus brings
along some serious compli-
cations, including pre-term
delivery, V.K. Paul, NITI
Aayog (Member), Health,
said on Friday.

Addressing a Health Mi-
nistry press conference, Dr.
Paul said it was now esta-
blished that a COVID-19 in-
fection during pregnancy
might result in rapid deterio-
ration of the mother’s health
and could also affect the foe-
tus.

“Pregnant women who
develop COVID-19 are more
likely to require intensive

2 cases of COVID Kappa
variant found in UP.

Delta Plus variant found in 107 samples

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LUCKNOW

Two cases of the Kappa var-

care than their non-pregnant
counterparts. Apart from the
mother, there is risk to the
child in case she contracts
the infection. Pregnant wo-
men should get vaccinated.
It is very important and now
the Ministry has released
guidelines for the same,”
said Dr. Paul.

NTAGI recommendations
On July 2, the Health Minis-
try had announced inclusion
of pregnant women in the
ongoing vaccination drive af-
ter it accepted the recom-
mendations of the National
Technical Advisory Group

new for the State. The facili-
ty of genome sequencing is
being increased,” the state-

iant of COVID-19 have been = ment added.
detected in Uttar Pradesh,
according to an official state- ~ Positivity rate

ment issued on Friday.
Genome sequencing of
109 samples was done at the
King George’s Medical Col-
lege here in the past few

At present, the daily positiv-
ity rate in the State is 0.04%.

When asked about the
Kappa variant, Additional
Chief Secretary (Health)

days. Amit Mohan Prasad said cas-
es of this variant were also
Review meeting found earlier in the State.

The Delta Plus variant of CO-
VID-19 was found in 107
samples, while the Kappa
variant was found in two
samples, a statement issued
after Chief Minister Yogi Ad-
ityanath’s routine review
meeting said.

“Both the variants are not

“There is nothing to wor-
ry about. This is a variant of
coronavirus and its treat-
ment is possible,” he said.

When asked in which dis-
tricts this variant was found,
Mr. Prasad did not divulge
details and said it would
create fear among people.

Punjab to lift
night curfew

from Julv 12 He was branded
y in bid to cure him
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT Of tuberculosis

CHANDIGARH

With Punjab’s COVID-19
Test Positivity Rate (TPR)
sliding to 0.4%, Chief Mi-
nister Captain (Retd.) Ama-
rinder Singh on Friday or-
dered the lifting of the
weekend and the night cur-
few from July 12.

He said gatherings of
100 persons indoors and
200 outdoors would be al-
lowed. Bars, cinema halls,
restaurants, spas, sSwim-
ming pools, gyms, malls,
sports complexes, mu-
seums and zoos can open,
but staff and visitors must
have taken at least one
dose of the vaccine.

SATYASUNDAR BARIK
BHUBANESWAR

A man in Keonjhar district,
Odisha, died after his family
members branded him mul-
tiple times on the stomach
with a hot iron rod believing
that it will cure him of tuber-
culosis.

Thirty-four-year-old  Bi-
kash Dehury of Uppar Kain-
sari village had dozens of
wounds on his stomach. He
died on Wednesday. Dehury
is survived by his wife, Drau-
padi Dehury, a daily wager,
and his two sons.

His family members had
been branding him ever

on Immunisation (NTAGI) on
this subject.

Dr. Paul added that the se-
cond wave of the pandemic
was not over yet. “The war is
not over and as long as the
virus is there in some areas
of the country, the threat re-
mains. It is also a warning
that the situation can ex-
plode any time if we aren’t
careful,” he said.

“Until we get down to re-
porting less than 10,000 cas-
es per day for at least three
successive weeks, we are not
safe. The current rate of new
cases indicates that the virus
will take an upper hand soon

if we don’t follow norms,” he
said.

Lav Agarwal, Joint Secre-
tary, Health Ministry, said
80% of the new cases were
from 90 districts, with maxi-
mum cases coming from dis-
tricts in Maharashtra, Kera-
la, Tamil Nadu, Odisha,
Andhra Pradesh and
Karnataka.

From two States

“Also, more than half of the
new cases are now coming
from two States — Maharash-
tra and Kerala. This is a mat-
ter of concern. We cannot
lower our guard. A new risk
is being seen at tourist spots
where COVID-appropriate
behaviour is not being fol-
lowed,” he said.

Mr. Agarwal said the
Health Ministry had now dis-
patched a six-member Cen-
tral team to Kerala where Zi-
ka cases had been reported.

PM reviews

oxygen
availability

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday chaired a
high-level meeting to re-
view the progress of oxy-
gen augmentation and
availability —across the
country.

“Officials briefed PM
about the progress on in-
stallation of PSA [pressure
swing adsorption] oxygen
plants across the country.
More than 1,500 PSA oxy-
gen plants are coming up
across the nation,” said a
Union government release.
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WHO likely to decide on
Covaxin nod in 4-6 weeks

Pre-qualification a must to supply vaccines to global facilities

JACOB KOSHY
NEW DELHI

The World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) is likely to take a
decision on including Bharat
Biotech’s Covaxin in its list of
vaccines approved for Emer-
gency Use within four to six
weeks, Soumya Swaminath-
an, Chief Scientist, WHO,
said at a webinar organised
by the Centre for Science
and Environment (CSE).

A WHO pre-qualification,
or Emergency Use Listing
(EUL), is necessary for a vac-
cine company to supply vac-
cines to global facilities such
as COVAX or international
procurement. So far, eight
vaccines have got an EUL
from the WHO. “It is manda-
tory to supply a complete
dossier listing safety, effica-
cy and manufacturing con-
ditions of the vaccine to the

Massive effort

Changing face: Delhi's iconic Rajpath being dug up on Friday for the Central Vista Redevelopment Project. =SHUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

T

ty. Mr. Sahoo said nine per-
sons, mostly aged below 45,
had died of tuberculosis in
the past 18 months in the vil-
lage. Uppar Kainsari village
is situated close to the Gand-
hamardan iron ore mine,
which is operated by the
State-run Odisha Mining Cor-
poration (OMC). Iron ore
mining and its transporta-
tion have had an adverse ef-
fect on the health of the tri-
bal population. Locals have
long been protesting against
mining.

“Very few men reach the
age of 50 in this village. Most
men complain of constant
cough and chest pain. Since
all the villagers are tribals
and do not have robust in-
come sources, they cannot
afford medical care,” said

The victim's family members
had been branding him ever
since he fellill.

since he fell ill. “Though Up-
par Kainsari is only 15 km
from Keonjhar district head-
quarter town, branding ap-
pears to be the first line of
treatment for any disease in
this tribal-dominated vil-
lage,” said Sanjib Sahoo, an
activist working in the locali-

Man dies after being branded with hot iron rod

Sanjay Dehury, a resident of
Nitigotha village, adjacent to
Uppar Kainsari.

Mohan Charan Majhi, lo-
cal MLA and BJP chief whip
in the State Assembly, ack-
nowledged the health crisis
prevailing around the iron
ore mine. “I had written to
the State Health Minister
about people being affected
by tuberculosis and bronchi-
tis. A team had visited the
village. Some of them were
admitted to the Keonjhar dis-
trict headquarter hospital.
However, they were dis-
charged after two or three
days,” he said.

Mr. Majhi said 15 persons
in a few villages near the
OMC’s mine had died in the
last 18 months with similar
symptoms.

A vial of Covaxin. So far,
eight vaccines have got an
EUL from the WHO.

WHO. I understand that Bha-
rat Biotech is in this process
and I think a decision on
their case is likely in the next
four to six weeks,” said Dr.
Swaminathan.

The EUL assesses the
quality, safety and efficacy
of COVID-19 vaccines as well
as risk management plans
and programmatic suitabili-

ty such as cold chain re-
quirements.

In late May, Bharat Bio-
tech said it has submitted
“90% of the data” required
for the pre-qualification pro-
cess. Last Saturday, the firm
publicised its long-awaited
phase-3 trial efficacy data,
via an non-peer-reviewed
pre-print publication, re-
porting an overall 77.8% effi-
cacy against symptomatic
COVID-19 based on analysis
involving 25,800 volunteers.

Dr. Swaminathan said it
was “frustrating” that coun-
tries were contemplating
and testing booster doses for
themselves when large parts
of the world hadn’t yet got
vaccinated.

The target was to have at
least 10% of the world fully
vaccinated by September
and 40% by December.

‘Meghalaya spent 3240 cr.
in tackling second wave’
State spent 400 cr. last year: CM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SHILLONG

Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad K. Sangma on Friday
said his government has in-
curred an expenditure of
%240 crore in improving the
State’s health infrastructure
and procuring necessary
equipment during the se-
cond wave of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Last year, the government
spent nearly ¥400 crore for
tackling the first wave.

“Meghalaya has spent
3240 crore, mostly for im-
proving infrastructure and
procurement of equipment
such as oxygen cylinders
and PPEs, as it fought the se-
cond wave of the pandemic.
This is apart from the 6.8

crore that the State had re-
ceived from the Centre for
creating prefabricated struc-
ture amid the crisis,” the
Chief Minister said.

Mr. Sangma said two
cryogenic plants, one at
Jengjal in the Garo Hills and
the other in the State capital,
are at an “advanced stage of
completion”.

Expressing regret over
the loss of lives due to CO-
VID-19, the CM urged eve-
ryone to get vaccinated.

“Of the 749 people who
died due to COVID-19 in the
past 15 months, 691 had not
taken vaccine, not even one
dose. Clearly, the data indi-
cate that vaccination is ne-
cessary to save lives,” he
said.

Bhima Koregaon probe panel
likely to resume work in Aug.

Two-member panel may record Sharad Pawar’s statement

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE
PUNE
After a long hiatus due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
two-member commission
appointed by the Maharash-
tra government to probe the
causes of the 2018 Bhima-
Koregaon clashes is likely to
resume work next month. It
may record the statement of
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) chief Sharad Pawar
and other senior officials,
said sources on Friday.
Commission lawyer Ash-
ish Satpute said the record-
ing of witnesses’ statements

was likely to commence
again from August 2 and that
Mr. Pawar’s statement would
be recorded as well.

In February last year, the
Uddhav Thackeray-led Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) govern-
ment had granted the com-
mission its fifth extension.

The panel, comprising
former Kolkata High Court
Chief Justice Justice ].N. Patel
and former Chief Secretary
Sumit Mullick, was set up by
the erstwhile Devendra Fad-
navis government in Febru-
ary 2018 to probe the se-
quence of events leading up

to the New Year’s Day vio-
lence in Bhima Koregaon
and the adjoining villages
that left one person dead.

The commission was in-
itially given four months to
submit a report, but its te-
nure was extended repeat-
edly in order to allow it to
complete the investigation.

Hearings of senior officers
and Mr. Pawar were sche-
duled between March 30
and April 4, 2020. However,
the COVID-19 outbreak com-
pelled the commission to
defer all hearings until furth-
er notice.
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FAITH
Duty of the jiva

The Visishtadvaita philosophy establishes that the entire
creation comprising the chetana and the achetana is the sa-
rira of the Paramatma who is the atma, the Sariri. He is Su-
preme Seshi and there is no end to His glories. Based on this
relationship, the acharyas in this tradition have shown that
all beings are the sesha, that is, subservient to the Lord, and
to serve Him is their only goal, pointed out Asuri Sri Madha-
vachariar in a discourse. The acharya corrects the jivatma’s
perception of his role and duty in life. The atma within is
distinct from the body and the individual jiva is distinct from
the Paramatma. The atma is immortal and of the essence of
jnana and ananda. Neither is the jivatma independent nor is
he the master of his own life. He exists only to serve Him.

But owing to the endless effect of maya and karma, the
feeling of I and Mine has taken firm root in the jivatma who
thinks he is endowed with the individual freedom and right
to think, act and speak according to the time, place and mi-
lieu in which he is placed in every birth. He is forced to con-
tinue in samsara thus. So, the acharya directs the jivatma to
serve the Paramatma who is the sole ruler and protector of
the universe and is of the essence of the exceptional quali-
ties of Saulabhya and Saushilya. Could there be any better
purpose to a jivatma’s life?

One can imbibe the dasa bhava or the spirit of service
from Lakshmana whose only aim is to serve Rama, and he
does this willingly. It is not only because Rama is his elder
brother, but Rama’s incomparable qualities have enslaved
Lakshmana. He derives total satisfaction in serving such an
exalted Being. That is why Valmiki calls Lakshmana ‘Laksh-
mi Sampanna’ meaning one endowed with the invaluable
wealth of serving Lord at all times.

»
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Damien Hirst: In a departure from his provocative art —
think bisected cows in tanks of formaldehyde — Damien
Hirst is going floral, exhibiting 30 paintings (out of 107) of
his Cherry Blossoms series. The canvases with its
psychedelic palette were created with "whatever | had in
hand", as the British artist told The Guardian recently. After
being delayed twice because of COVID restrictions, the
show opens at Fondation Cartier in Paris.

The Flemish Scrollers: Dutch digital artist Dries
Depoorter's new installation is using Al bots and facial
recognition to monitor livestreams and call out Belgian
politicians who are distracted by their phones while
Parliament is in session. Once caught, the clip is uploaded
on Instagram @TheFlemishScrollers, and Twitter
@FlemishScroller. When are the bots getting here?

Shashank's masterclass

Virtual tours, workshops,
and other events you just
can't miss Shashank Khaitan debuted as a
director in 2014, with
Badrinath Ki Dulhania,
incidentally his seventh
screenplay. The film was
nominated for the Filmfare
Award, as was his next,
Badrinath Ki Dulhania. Now the
writer, director, and
recently-turned producer at
Dharma Productions, will
discuss the art of filmmaking,
his journey to fame, and how
he used the discipline he
learned in his early years as an
athlete in his career, in his 2.5
hour UNLUclass. ¥699, on
in.bookmyshow.com

Caroline Scheufele
on the Venice Film
Festival’s Palme
d’Or, Chopards
new line of High
jewellery, and why
accessible pieces
that encourage
micro-splurges will
be key =%

Red carpets and’

fawn pendants

LAVANYA MOHAN

The Cannes Film Festival
opened its 74th edition ear-
lier this week. The first fully-
fledged film festival to be held
since the pandemic began, it
not only rings in the revival of
cinema, but also the red car-
pet — albeit, a smaller, sober
and greener carpet. Lead-
ing the green charge is
Chopard, the luxury je-
weller behind some icon-
ic jewellery pieces, as
well as the design of the
Palme d’Or award.

“The story began in
1997, says Caroline
Scheufele, the artistic di-
rector and co-president
of Chopard, over e-
mail. “During a meet-
ing with Pierre Viot
[then president of the

YARN IT!

It's not about
who wins, but
who is
watching

Daadisolova

recorded the highest jumps.
Should I replay them in slow
motion? And that Djoker-boy is
always hugging the grass, God
bless him. What about these
stunning 19-year-olds? My
grandkids should be inspired. All
they do is eat chips and watch NFL
because they want to do college in
America. They are doing research
on the culture, very good, very
good.

Cricket, of course, I’ve grown up
with and know so well that I only
wake up when someone shouts
‘Wicket!” or “‘Wicked!” or maybe
even ‘Biscuit!” My hearing isn’t
what it used to be, you know. I
don’t know why they make these
poor cricketers sweat in the
scorching sun in long pants. I
wrote so many letters to ICC
volunteering to design their
sportswear. [ will go to training
sessions to do measuring and
fit-outs, I offered. See how these
footballers dress? Very
well-ventilated! Sometimes they
fall and scrape their knees, poor
things, I wonder how their
mothers watch without crying. I
wrote to Euro Cup organisers too,

= SREEJITH RAVIKUMAR

Sports [llustrated

At the French Riviera

The 74th Cannes Film Festival
opened last week with a great
lineup of movies and a
glamorous red carpet. Between
spotting Bella Hadid in a
vintage Jean Paul Gaultier
gown and jury head Spike Lee in
a hot-pink Louis Vuitton suit,
guests caught Leos Carax's
Annette, Paul Verhoeven's
Benedetta, and Eva Husson's
Mothering Sunday, to name a
few. Now all eyes are on who
will lift the Palme d'Or on
Sunday. With 24 films
competing, including Wes
Anderson's The French Dispatch,
competition is fierce.

Cannes Festival],
he invited me to re-
design it for the 50th
anniversary.”  Given
her love for cinema,
she accepted the “fantas-
tic challenge” and, as
she recently shared
with Variety, took the
statue to her office in
Geneva. The result: the
Palme d’Or as it stands to-
day — a piece of haute joaille-
rie in its own right, featuring
the palm leaves motif (that re-
present the trees that line the
famous Boulevard de la Croi-
sette, as well as the Cannes
coat-of-arms). The leaves,
fashioned out of 118 grams of
18 carat gold, look like
they’ve just been ruffled by a
gentle breeze and are cush-
ioned by a rock crystal in
the form of an emerald-cut
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JANE DE SUZA

You young people are always
blaming your jelly bellies on the
lockdown. Look at me, I'm 82 (of
course, like many pretty women, I
lie about my age) and I've never
been so sporty — that too, in the
most competitive sports. I've been
fitness-obsessed these last few

Food for heart and mind

Under the hammer

Saffronart's annual Summer

weeks — toned abs and biceps and
triceps! Every single day, morning
and evening. [ am so proud of
myself. Come over for coffee, and
when the grandkids are out of the
room, I can show you the really
impressive ones. You can admire
them too.

Now, I’m learning tennis. It
started with French Open, then

By—
Billie

Eilish -

Curious about Eilish?

Wimbledon. I’'ve been practising
the moves to perfection. Look, I
move my thumb for Men’s Singles
and index finger for Ladies’ and
two last fingers bring on Doubles.
If the grandkids whine for the
remote, I sit on it and giggle when
they hunt around. Don’t ask me
the players’ names, my memory
isn’t what it used to be, and so
many lovas and movas, cics and
pacs (‘Daadiji, stop talking about
six packs, my grandkids scold, silly
things!) — Slovakia, Slovenia,
Melania... all so super fit! See, I

The finals update

volunteering to give first-aid, when
they get thigh muscle and stomach
muscle pulls and all.

Anyway, now someone is
shouting ‘Goal!’ or ‘Goat!” or ‘Foul?’
or ‘Bowl’? Of pakodas I hope, not
that zero-calorie kweenowaa —
tastes like horse feed! ‘Daadiji!’
they are complaining, ‘we can’t
replay that jump for the third time,
you must try not to fall asleep.

Where Jane De Suza, the author of Happily
Never After, talks about the week’s quirks,
quacks and hacks

Time to Marvel

Saga, in Gurugram, has
introduced a nine course menu
curated by two time Michelin
Star Chef Atul Kochhar. Called
the Saga Experience menu, it
showcases the cuisines of India
that inspired the chef: crispy
crab, edamame and quinoa,
bhuna mangsho, Parsi curry, and
more. At Vatika Atrium, Golf
Course Road; Sunday lunch and
dinner; ¥2,495.
Author-journalist Geeta Shree's
Bhoot-Khela is now available on
Storytel. The app features
e-books and audiobooks in 12
Indian languages. Rs 299 for a
monthly subscription.

diamond. No
two crystals
are the same,
which  means
that every trophy
is one-of-a-kind.
Scheufele adds
that each of the piec-
es is crafted with
¥ consciousness. The
@y gold is fair-mined
and “five of our Cho-
pard expert artisans de-
vote no less than 40 hours to
hand-crafting the festival’s
most coveted treasure in our
Geneva workshop”.
Chopard’s focus on sourc-
ing ethically-mined gold can
be traced back to 2012, when
Scheufele met Livia Firth, the
founder of Eco-Age, at the Os-
cars. “When Livia asked me
where our gold came from,
my reply was ‘from the bank’,
but that wasn’t the expected

_Express) before anyone else & Join Backup'channel @Thehindu000 ¢

Auction will feature two
consecutive sales. In the Ladies’
Enclosure, a 1938 painting by
Amrita Sher-Gil will be the
highlight of the live auction at
the Mumbai gallery (on July 13),
while the online sale (July
13-14) will be led by an
enigmatic 1961 abstract work
by VS Gaitonde, says CEO
Dinesh Vazirani. Meanwhile, if
books are more your thing,
Prinseps' ongoing Nationalism
Book Auction offers rare tomes
from the 1920s to 1960s.
Bidding closes on July 15, on
prinseps.com.

(Clockwise from
left) A Chopard
cuff; the pendant
with the sleeping
fawn, Caroline
Scheufele, the
Palme d'Or

= SPECIAL
ARRANGEMENT

answer. There are

millions of people

digging up gold,

often working in

unsafe  conditions

and unfairly compen-

sated for their work.

From that moment, I was

determined to embark on a

mission to change not only

Chopard as a company but al-

so the entire industry,” she
says.

Today, Chopard sources all
of its gold and diamonds
through traceable routes and
is working to put in place a
system that can ensure the
ethical mining of coloured
gemstones. The theme, says
Scheufele, is Paradise “where
precious stones are picked
like berries, and plants and
animals offer their songs and
spectacular colours”. Seven-
ty-four exquisite pieces come
together to form this collec-
tion inspired by a lush Gar-
den of Eden, including an ele-
phant brooch encrusted with
diamonds flanked by a solid
emerald dome; ruby earrings
that resemble tropical flow-
ers; and an emerald necklace
with a pendant featuring a
sleeping fawn fashioned from
yellow sapphires.

Post pandemic, brands are
expected to increase the
number of collection releases
and createlines focussed on
accessible pieces to enable
“micro-splurges”.

American singer-songwriter of
'Ocean Eyes' and 'No Time to
Die' fame, is letting fans into
her life. By— Billie Eilish is a
photo-filled book published by
Hachette Children's Group.
Featuring pictures from her
personal album, it will take
readers through her childhood,
her life on tour, and more.
21,599, on amazon.in and at
leading book stores. Sports fans,
check out The 1983 World Cup
Opus, a limited-edition book set
with some of the greatest
moment of India's cricketing
history in its pages. Starting at
¥1.83 lakh, on opusindia.com.

Things are hotting up on the
court and the field. As the
Wimbledon 2021 finals
approach, the defeats are piling
up — like 20-time Grand Slam
champion Roger Federer
getting knocked out in the
quarter-final and Emma
Raducanu leaving the court
with “difficulty breathing”. As
we go to print, Novak Djokovic
heads into the semifinals. Over
on the continent, at the Euro
Cup, England has won their first
semi-final since the 1966 World
Cup, defeating Denmark 2-1, to
enter the finals against Italy on
Sunday.

Ansty for some action, as travel
opens up? Check into Disney's
newly-opened Hotel New York
- The Art of Marvel. The
four-star property boasts the
world's largest collection of
Marvel artwork — over 350
stunning original works by 110
international artists. From
Spidey hanging over your bed
to the Hulk looking large near
the sofa. There's also a Hero
Training Zone, a 420 m
multisport field, a Marvel
Design Studio, and more.
Rooms from approx 33,650
onwards, on
disneylandparis.com.

WELLNESS

With its recent launch

NIDHI ADLAKHA

Not many know that during
adolescence one in four girls
drop out of sports owing to
their period. When the team
at sporting major Adidas
learned of this fact two years
ago, they decided to venture
into the period activewear
space. With the Stay In Play
period leggings launched in
June, the brand joins a list of
several others who have been
working on performance
enhancement apparel for
women. While period-proof
underwear has dominated the
market for a few years —
thanks to homegrown brands
like SochGreen and Lavos —
not much has been spoken

your workout

in the period

activewear space, Adidas has opened up a
new market for India that sees few players

Tights @ Adidas,
Germany

Speaking of their period-proof
line of tights and shorts, Senior
Product Manager, Kim Buerger,
says the multi-layer pad
construction is thin and
light-weight with no outer
seams. The outer layer of the
tights is made from Primegreen,
a recycled polyester fabric, and
they are meant to be worn with
a pad, tampon or cup. "The

roof

about performance

tights provide the user with an
additional layer of protection
and security. It is more of a
mental barrier which we are
trying to break as those who
menstruate are usually afraid of
leakage while playing or working
out,” she adds. Later, Adidas will
be launching bike shorts, and a
plus size range. 32,999 for the
shorts and ¥4,799 for the tights

activewear. Ahead
of the India launch
of Adidas’ range,
we take a look
at it and other
brands
working
in the segment.

Running shorts @ Modibodi, Australia

To develop the Australian brand's patented Modifier
Technology, founder Kristy Chong's team "conducted
close to 1,000 scientific tests to get it right". This
technology is now found in the gusset area of their
leak-proof underpants and activewear. "Our merino
wool [used in absorbent linings] is antibacterial,
biodegradable, soft and breathable," says Chong.
However, a small percentage of users have shared (on
Reddit) that the swimwear's absorbent gusset does get
wet after use. Women's range from ¥1,422.
us.modibodi.com

Read the full story on weekend.thehindu.com
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(Clockwise from below) Embroiderers at the Chanakya School of
craft, the gallery at Rodin Museum, Dior's collection against Eva
Jospin's installation, and Karishma Swali and Monica Shah

The feminist
runway

Chiuri's design
vocabulary has always
reflected her feminist
beliefs. Think Dior's
2016 'We Should All
Be Feminist' T-shirts
inspired by Nigerian
writer Chimamanda
Ngozi Adichie's
political essay. And
Eva Jospin is the
latest addition to the
roster of women
artists the Italian
designer has worked =~ MANISH MISHRA Byculla (which provides wo-
with. men from low-income groups
Among other [t has been over two decades ~ with the skills needed to be-
works of noteis Dior's  gjnce Dior’s artistic director, —come artisans). Their most re-
couture show, The  \faria Grazia Chiuri (who cent collab: the Dior Couture
Female Divine, in  pajmed Fendiback then),and ~ Autumn Winter 2021-22 show
January 2020, which Chanakya family started four days ago.
femin?::va f;?;f;'ﬁg; thei'r creative .collabor.atioq. _ As guests took their seats
Chicago collaborating Karishma Swali — creative di- in the 40-1{1etre-19ng gallery
with the Chanakya rector of the Mumbai-based in the Musée Rodin’s garden
School of Craft to embroidery export house — in Paris, models showcased a
handcraft 21 life-size  first met Chiuri in Italy in  minimal, functional collec-
panels. Embroidered 1995, and their mutual love of  tion that drew inspiration
with questions such  craftled to an artistic associa- ~ from fairy tales, replete with
as "What if women  tion that has only grown cinched waists, full skirts,
ruled the world?” and  stronger over the years. and silk plissé gowns
"Would men and “Maria is an exceptional vi-  trimmed with feathers. The
women be equal?”,  sionary who has stood out as  tactile, textured clothing was
the pennantswere  a true champion of master offset by French artist Eva Jos-
hunginawomb-like  crafts across the world,” says  pin’s installation — life-sized,
Monica Shah, Swali’s sister-in-  embroidered panels reflect-

space that also
showcased a goddess  Jaw and co-founder of the ingarich landscape of forests

sculpture.  Chanakya Atelier and the and waterfalls, on the edge of
Chanakya School of Craft in  realism and daydream. But of
FOOD SPOT Burgerama in Delhi-NCR offers more

than just a patty in a bun

Blue cheese

RAHUL VERMA

I had my first burger even before I
read my first Archie Comic. One of
my earlier memories is of a cycle-
led cart stopping by the place
where I — and a lot of other hun-  *
gry young lads — lived. The com- |
partment at the back of the cy-
cle was filled with flaky patties
and vegetable burgers — essen-
tially a potato patty between
two small soft buns. I pre-
ferred the burgers to
the patties, which were -
so flaky that they disin-
tegrated when you touched
them. The vendor would
place one on a paper plate
and squeeze some ketchup
on the side. Food couldn’t ev-
er get better, I used to think,
biting into the bun-and-potato.
Over the years, burgers have
gone through a metamorphosis. I

i rger

— ) -1(. :ﬁ-’

(Above) The Oink Oink burger;
(below) onion rings

think my first classy burgers were at

Wenger’s restaurant, just above the The quarter pound = SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

confectionery, and then, several  patty of the

years later, at Nirula’s in Connaught tenderloin burger .

Place. Until some years ago, burgers ith 8 limp, though, but that could have
were simple dishes — two pieces of came W1. . been}l)ecauseilof the w%ather. b
soft bun holding together a juicy caramelised onion, a What I'really enjoyed was the ba-
lamb or chicken patty. The buns cheese blend, lettuce con wrapped lamb burger. I had a

large bite from it and thought the

pickle, and a blue bacon had given the lamb a nice
kick, and the fried egg and smoked

cheese dressmg. paprika mayo had added to the

LLiiiiiiniiiniiiniiiinnionniion taste.

The quarter pound patty of the
tenderloin burger came with cara-
melised onion, a cheese blend, let-
tuce, pickle, and a blue cheese
dressing. I enjoyed it, but would
have liked it more had the patty
been softer. But I suppose you can’t
have the tenderloin rare when you
are running a delivery outfit. The
chicken and cheese burger got a
thumbs up, too, as did the delicious
galaxy bombs, which were crisp
and sweet.

Burgerama offers an Oink Oink

were often speckled with sesame
seeds, the insides were brushed
with mayo or sometimes with thou-
sand island sauce. A crisp lettuce
leaf and rings of onion added taste
and texture.

But that was then. Over the past
few years, I have had various kinds
of burgers, prepared with imagina-
tion and ingredients such as blue
cheese, caramelised onions, im-
ported bacon, celery slaw, fried
eggs and what have you.

A foodie friend mentioned order-
ing burgers from a place called Bur-
gerama. I had heard about it, too,
but hadn’t tried out their fare. It is a
delivery chain that serves Delhi-
NCR (order at burgerama.in or on

brainchild of three friends and the
focus was on cheeseburgers.

Ours is a meat loving home, so
when we looked at the website, the
focus was on different kinds of
meat. We agreed on a bender lamb
burger, bacon double cheese chick-
en burger, and T-Rex tenderloin
burger. The sides consisted of onion
rings, French fries, hot wings, and
galaxy bombs (Panko-crusted deep

fried chocolate).

Zomato; 3215 to — Iliked the sides, es-  burger, with honey-glazed smoked
¥545). Ilearnt Y o * pecially the crispy pulled pork, BBQ sauce, lettuce, ja-
later that : ¢ \ wings and the lapenos, and smoked paprika
it was crunchy onion mayo. For vegetarians, there is so-

mething called Plane Jane (batter-
fried cottage cheese patty topped
were a  Wwith sun-dried tomatoes, fresh let-
bit tuce, pickles, and smoked paprika
" mayo); and Spicy Leela, which has
all these, topped with hot sauces.
Burgers, clearly, are not what
they used to be. For burger lovers,
there’s a whole new world out
there. Blue cheese, anyone?

rings. The po-
tato  fries

the

i

The writer is a seasoned food critic

equal interest was the fact
that the 350 square metres of
silk-thread work that frescoed
the walls was entirely hand-
embroidered by the artisans
and students at Chanakya.

Silk walls and daydreams
The French luxury house had
requested the atelier to look
at the work — envisioned as
an altar piece, but with the
scale of a real forest — much
like an art piece in a mu-
seum. “We spent a lot of
time to understand Eva’s
visual language and to
transform it into a journey
of discovery by the juxta-
position and overlay of
multiple layers that
have been embroi-
dered, painted, ap-
pliquéd or fringed,”

VINITA MAKHIJA

The pandemic and our
lifestyle changes have forced
people to be waste-cognizant.
Fashion and its consumption,
in particular, are on
everyone’s radar. One of the
reasons why Instagram is filled
with thrift and pre-loved
stores, rental services are
growing en masse, and Indian
designer brands such as Pero,
Doodlage and Doh Tak Keh are
making upcycling au courant.

The latest venture in this
space is Saritoria, envisioned
by fashion entrepreneur
Pernia Qureshi (who
previously ran the
e-commerce website, Pernia’s
Pop Up Shop), and
husband-wife duo Omar
Soomro (a marketing and
business development
manager at a London hedge
fund) and Shehlina Soomro. A
first-of-its-kind global
marketplace to buy and sell
pre-loved South Asian luxury
designer pieces, the website
showcases pieces from
designers such as Sabyasachi,
Anamika Khanna, and Tarun
Tahiliani, among others, with
sellers logging in from Punjab
to Tamil Nadu. The pieces are
checked for authenticity and
quality by a team of experts
(based in Mumbai and
London), before being listed
for a percentage. There is also
a concierge service that offers
to take care of everything from
cleaning, photoshoots, to
listing an account.

Edited excerpts from an
interview:

Saritoria’s USP beyond the
sustainability tag?
Qureshi: No matter how well
off the shopper is, everyone
enjoys a good deal. Saritoria’s
USP is one-of-a-kind pieces.
For instance, designers
Abu-Sandeep used a beautiful
mint green colour in one of
their previous collections,
which is not available in stores
anymore. However, we have a
lehenga from that collection
on the site. There are so many
events in a year and it doesn’t
make sense to invest heavily
every single time. This way
you can build a designer
wardrobe in a cost conscious
manner.
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esto, A Room of One’s Own.
“Woolfe’s manifesto is a

How the compelling read — one that
IU_XU_I'y brand’s argues for both a literal and

figurative space for women
recent writers within a literary tradi-
Autumn tion dominated by men. The

school, dedicated to women
from underserved back-
grounds, also embodies these
values of inclusion, allowing
craft knowledge to become a

: ] Winter 2021-22
[ % J .~ show in Paris
lukima i celebrated

i"i

fairy tales, means of expression, free-
dom and independence,” she
Fr enCh shares.
couture, and
: Global nod to Indian
Indian _ ey
Craftsmanshlp Indian culture and crafts have

time and again inspired glo-
bal design houses, but it is not
often that brands give due
credit. So when Chiuri ap-
plauded the artistry of Chana-
kya at the show, it was a cou-
ture coup. At the show, she
said: “By inviting Eva to expe-
riment with the language of
sewing, another collective
work began in conversation
with the Chanakya School.
[The project] has custom-
dyed over 400 colours and
used up to 150 different types
of stitches, while bringing to-
gether a community of
women.”

Swali shares that being fel-
icitated by “Maria and Dior is
a true honour for us. By ack-
nowledging, respecting and
protecting the social and en-
vironmental sustainability of
traditional crafts in India, she
and the brand are leading the
way for a more meaningful
tomorrow”.

Post pandemic, the design-
er duo (who also heads Jade,
the bridal and couture brand
that works with international
brands such as Gucci and Al-
berta Ferretti), sees the
school growing as a centre of
excellence for multi-dimen-
sional learning. “Together,
we can create a more inclu-

the installation titled sive tomorrow that con-
Chambres De Soie sciously preserves communi-
(Silk Room) referenc- ties, craft and our
es both the India-in- environment,” concludes
spired embroidery Swali.
room at the Palazzo The panels will be in-
Colonna in Rome, stalled at the Musée Rodin
and the 1929 Virgi- and will be available for
nia Woolfe manif- viewing.

says Shah.

The process began earlier
this year, in February, by ex-
perimenting with different
techniques. Over 320 artisans
worked on the project for 60
days, and over 1,80,000
hours of embroidery have
gone into it. “We’ve used only
handwoven fabrics and raw
materials: a basket weave silk
for the base, which we
backed with an organic
canvas to sustain the
weight and magnitude
of the panels. Both fa-
brics were processed
using vegetable dyes,”
says Swali, adding that

Ready for
pre-loved

The price
points are
premium.
One would
assume
Pernia Qureshi’s new venture, § yowr
. . e, I customers
Saritoria, a global e-store for 4 canbuy
couture, brings the focus on g o
. . J designer
South Asian design and wear.

Shehlina: The products
are offered at significantly
discounted prices. We are
encouraging our customers
to spend the same amount
[as they would for a new
piece] to invest in luxury
pieces that can be re-used
and re-sold. Shopping
pre-loved lets you access
pieces from previous seasons,
even vintage items.

sustainability

How has the response been
so far?

Shehlina: The first sale
happened within two minutes
of the website going live — [an
Anamika Khanna outfit] to a
customer in Tamil Nadu. We
have had orders from
countries such as Australia,
and requests to list from the
US and Canada. [Though] we
haven’t yet targeted the male
customer, we are receiving
amazing items across multiple
generations for men.

Currently there is only one
XXL piece on the website.
Are there plans to make it
more size-inclusive?
Shehlina: We believe in size
inclusivity and have quite a
number of L and XL
- pieces. Ultimately,
| however, the platform is
open to anyone in the
South Asian community
to sell the sizes they
own.
Prices between
33,000 and
360,000,
saritoria.com
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Biden detends Afghan pullout

‘We didn't go to
Afghanistan to
nation-build

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN
WASHINGTON

With U.S. troops almost
completely out of Afghanis-
tan and the Taliban making
rapid territorial gains in the
country, U.S. President Joe
Biden said the U.S. was not
in Afghanistan for nation-
building purposes and that
it was for the Afghans to de-
cide their future. Mr. Biden
also said the U.S. military
mission would conclude by
August 31.

The manner and speed
with which the U.S. military
is pulling out after a 20-year
presence in the country has
been criticised, with loom-
ing concerns about whether
the current Afghan govern-
ment can withstand the Tali-
ban and the consequences
for the peace, security, and
the future of women and
girls.

On Thursday, Mr. Biden
said the U.S. had achieved
what it had intended to do in
Afghanistan, including pre-
venting it from becoming a
base from which the U.S.
could be attacked.

“We did not go to Afghan-
istan to nation-build. And
it’s the right and the respon-
sibility of Afghan people
alone to decide their future,
and how they want to run
their country,” he said,
speaking on the troop draw-
down from the East Room of

“Taliban now
control 85% of
Afghanistan’

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KABUL
The Taliban claimed on
Friday to be in control of
85% of Afghanistan after
seizing key border cross-
ings with Iran and Turkme-
nistan following a sweep-
ing offensive launched
after the U.S. troops’ exit.
Hours after U.S. Presi-
dent Joe Biden issued a
staunch defence of the U.S.
withdrawal, the Taliban
said its fighters had seized
two border crossings in
western Afghanistan, com-
pleting an arc of territory
from the Iranian border to
the frontier with China. Af-
ghanistan’s Interior Minis-
try said efforts were under
way to dislodge the insur-
gents from their positions.

UK. to allow
vaccinated
people in soon

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

The U.K. said on Friday it
expected to announce a
plan in the next fortnight
allowing entry to fully vac-
cinated foreigners and Brit-
ish expatriates, as it lifts
most COVID-19 curbs.

Firm stand: Joe Biden speaking about the Afghanistan
situation at the White House on Thursday. =arp

the White House. On the Au-
gust 31 deadline, Mr. Biden
said, “Speed is safety”.

“There was never any
doubt that our military per-
formed this task efficiently
and with the highest level of
professionalism,” he said.

Yet, American troops left
Bagram Airfield last week —
their largest base in Afghan-
istan — in the dead of night,
without informing the Af-
ghans, according to the bas-
e’s new commander.

The place was looted be-
fore Afghan troops could
take over.

“Let me ask those who
want us to stay: How many
more?” Mr. Biden said on
Thursday. “How many thou-
sands more American
daughters and sons are you
willing to risk?”

To those who had worked
with the U.S. side in Afghan-
istan, such as drivers and
translators and their fami-
lies, Mr. Biden said, “There
is a home for you in the Un-
ited States, if you so choose.
And we will stand with you,
just as you stood with us.”

The administration has said
it is moving people who
worked with the U.S. and
who are interested in relo-
cating to America to third
countries while they await
visas.

‘Ending violence’

Mr. Biden said the U.S. was
going to work with the par-
ties in Afghanistan as well as
other countries to support a
negotiated solution to end
the violence. “...To be clear,
countries in the region have
an essential role to play in
supporting a peaceful settle-
ment, we’ll work with them,
and they should help step
up their efforts as well,” he
said.

Asked if a Taliban takeov-
er of Afghanistan was inevit-
able, Mr. Biden answered in
the negative, pointing to the
relative strength of the Af-
ghan forces in terms of
troop numbers, training and
equipment. Mr. Biden also
denied that the U.S. intelli-
gence community had told
him that the Afghan govern-
ment would collapse.

Tragic incident: Rescue workers at the factory in Rupganj
area outside Dhaka on Friday. =reuTers

Bangladesh factory fire
leaves at least 52 dead

Many people were trapped inside

ASSOCIATED PRESS
DHAKA

A fire engulfed a food and
beverage factory outside
Bangladesh’s capital, killing
at least 52 people, many of
whom were trapped inside
by an illegally locked door,
fire officials said on Friday.

The blaze began on
Thursday night at the five-
storey Hashem Foods Ltd.
factory, in Rupganj, just out-
side Dhaka, sending huge
clouds of black smoke bil-
lowing into the sky.

Police initially gave a toll
of three dead, but then dis-
covered piles of bodies on
Friday afternoon after the
fire was extinguished.

So far, 52 bodies have
been recovered, but the top
two floors of the factory
have yet to be searched, said
Debasish Bardhan, deputy

and Civil Defense. He said
the main exit of the factory
was locked from the inside
and many of those who died
were trapped.

Many workers jumped
from the upper floors of the
factory, and at least 26 suf-
fered injuries, the United
News of Bangladesh agency
reported.

Information about how
many people were in the
factory and how many were
missing was not immediate-
ly available.

Factory officials told AP
that the company is fully
compliant with internation-
al standards, but whether
the exit of the factory was
locked was not certain.

According to Bangla-
desh’s factory laws, a facto-
ry cannot lock its exit when
workers are inside during

“That is not true. They
did not reach that conclu-
sion,” he said. The American
press carried reports last
month, citing unnamed
sources, that the U.S. intelli-
gence community had de-
termined that the Afghan go-
vernment could fall within
six months of U.S. troop
retrenchment.

When asked what level of
confidence the intelligence
community has that the Af-
ghan government would not
collapse, Mr. Biden said that
while the Afghan leadership
and government have the
capacity, the forces and the
equipment to sustain the go-
vernment in place, whether
they could generate the co-
hesion to continue was in
question.

“The question is: will
they do it? I want to make
clear what I made clear to
[Afghan President Ashraf]
Ghani, that we are not going
to walk away and not sustain
their ability to maintain that
force. We are. We’re gonna
also work to make sure we
help them in terms of eve-
rything from food necessi-
ties and other things in the
region,” Mr. Biden said, ad-
ding that his own conclusion
was that peace could be
achieved only if the Afghan
government finds a modus
vivendi with the Taliban.

“And the likelihood
there’s going to be one un-
ified government in Afghan-
istan controlling the whole
country is highly unlikely,”
he said.

11 broke into
embassy in
Haiti: Taiwan

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TAIPEI

Taiwan on Friday said 11
suspected assassins of late
Haitian President Jovenel
Moise broke into its embas-
sy in an attempt to flee but
were later apprehended by
police.

Joanne Ou, a spokesper-
son for Taiwan’s Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, said the
embassy was closed “for
safety reasons” after the
brazen murder of Moise on
Wednesday. “At dawn on
the 8th [of July], embassy
security discovered that a
group of armed men had
broken into the embassy
courtyard. Security staff
immediately notified em-
bassy personnel and Hai-
tian police,” she said.

In a statement posted on
its website, Taiwan’s em-
bassy in Port-au-Prince de-
scribed the men as “mer-
cenaries” and suspects in
Moise’s assassination.

“The police launched an
operation around 4 p.m.
and successfully arrested 11
suspects. The process went
smoothly,” the statement
said, describing Moise’s as-
sassination as “cruel and
barbaric”.

Taipei’s embassy in Port-
au-Prince lies close to the
hillside private residence,
where Moise was gunned

A perception shift in relations
between Sri Lanka and China?

Beijing is coming under increasing public scrutiny in the island nation

MEERA SRINIVASAN

COLOMBO

From the time the COVID-19
pandemic struck last year,
China has topped the charts
in providing crucial and
timely support for Sri Lanka
— by way of over $2 billion in
loans and a currency swap,
and Sinopharm vaccines to-
talling over 1 million in dona-
tion, and about 6 million for
procurement so far. Howev-
er, despite the past and pan-
demic-time assistance, China
is under more public scruti-
ny in the island nation than
ever before.

This is significant because
in Sri Lanka’s Sinhala nation-
alist political landscape, re-
sistance to the “imperialist”
West and “interventionist”
India is a popular political
position, dominating rhetor-
ic in the country’s Sinhala-
majority south, since its In-
dependence in 1948, through
its civil war years, and the de-
cade after.

But the growing scepti-
cism of China, in public dis-
course and the media, in
cluding cartoons alluding to
the dragon or Chinese flag, is
relatively new.

Port City Bill

The sentiment came to the
fore in May this year, when
the Sri Lankan government
passed a controversial Bill go-
verning the China-backed
Colombo Port City, and dur-
ing recent controversies over
signboards in public places
and government offices that
included mandarin while ex-
cluding Tamil, a national lan-
guage in Sri Lanka.

In resistance to the Port Ci-
ty Bill, Sri Lanka’s influential
Buddhist monks said that
they would never allow a
“Chinese colony” in their
country.

What has changed in how
Sri Lankans perceive their
country’s relationship with
the Asian giant?

Karunasena Kodituwakku,
Sri Lanka’s former Ambassa-

A view of the China-backed
Colombo Port City project.

dor to China during the pre-
vious government, blames
the Rajapaksa administra-
tion.

When the country takes
pride in its “non-aligned” fo-
reign policy legacy, to see
Sri Lankans calling the Port
City a “Chinese colony”
brings a “very negative con-
notation” to the project, Mr.
Kodituwakku said.

NEWS ANALYSIS

“The Port City is a good
investment for Sri Lanka.
The former government,
too, wanted the project, to
develop the country into a
regional financial hub. The
current administration
should have handled it in a
mature way and built na-
tional consensus on it. They
failed to do that,” he told
The Hindu.

“They  should have
passed laws after discus-
sions with all domestic sta-
keholders. If you look at Sri
Lanka’s history, all impor-
tant international accords
and agreements were inked
only after ensuring biparti-
san consensus,” he added.

Special partnership

Former Foreign Secretary
Prasad Kariyawasam said gi-
ven its geographic location,
Sri Lanka has maintained
friendly relations with mari-
time nations, including Chi-
na, since ancient times.

Such relations have always
had “a sense of strategic
content”.

Post-independence  Sri
Lanka has been circumspect
“to avoid a zero-sum ap-
proach” in relations with fo-
reign partner nations, thus
striving to maintain equally
close relations with all coun-
tries in both word and deed,
he pointed out.

But the traditional friend-
ship between Sri Lanka and
China has now become
“more nuanced”, he noted,
with “unique, unprecedent-
ed characteristics in the bi-
lateral relationship”, dis-
playing a “special
partnership”, especially at
the level of two govern-
ments.

Pointing to a possible per-
ception shift, from China be-
ing seen as a “partner and
collaborator”, to a “compet-
itor” now, Mr. Kariyawasam
said: “The fact that the 2ist
century  export-oriented
China is not only a develop-
ment assistance partner, but
a competitor with trade, in-
dustrial and human resourc-
es interests of Sri Lanka and
its several other foreign
partners, appears to be
making the relationship in-
creasingly challenging, es-
pecially in the minds of the
public, raising their con-
cerns with respect to the
fundamental framework of
the democratic nature of the
Sri Lankan state as well.”

The new dynamic could
also have political costs
domestically, according to
Tamil Progressive Alliance
(TPA) leader and Opposition
MP Mano Ganesan.

Sinhalese people, he said,
are feeling “let down” after
supporting the Rajapaksas
based on their promise that
“they will not sell national
assets” to other countries.

“The term “selling” could
be tricky, but for all practi-
cal purposes, we have a Chi-
nese state-run company
with substantial control in

the Port City for a long time
to come, and the govern-
ment enacted a Bill endors-
ing that,” he said.

Further, reading Chinese
engagement in relation to Sri
Lanka’s plural context, Mr.
Ganesan noted that China
“appears ignorant” of the
ethnic and religious diversity
in the island nation.

‘Diverse country’

“If they [Chinese] wish to
win the Tamils’ confidence,
they have to acknowledge
that we are a diverse country
with different ethnic and reli-
gious groups, not an entirely
Sinhala-Buddhist country,”
Mr. Ganesan said, reiterating
his remarks in his statement,
following the TPA’s recent
meeting with the Indian High
Commissioner in Colombo.
“China’s presence in Sri Lan-
ka is not just India’s national
security concern. Tamils
view China with suspicion
because we wonder if they
accept us as Sri Lankans,”
the statement issued on
Tuesday said.

All the same, Tamils also
“greatly appreciate” India’s
geopolitical concerns. “We
are in South Asia, and in that
sense, India is immediate fa-
mily and China is a distant
relative. So, when I think of
the Chinese having controll-
ing stakes in the southern
part of our island, I am re-
minded of the Cuban missile
crisis and its consequences,”
Mr. Ganesan told The Hindu.

Voicing a similar senti-
ment in Parliament this
week, Jaffna district legisla-
tor of the Tamil National Al-
liance, S. Shritharan, spoke
of alleged attempts by China
and Pakistan to work on pro-
jects in the islands off Jaffna
peninsula.

“Do not instigate India in
this manner,” he told the go-
vernment. “No matter how
many problems we face, Ta-
mils will always stand with
India, with whom we have an
organic link,” he said.

BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE

Office of the Executive Engineer, Bommanahalli
Project Division, Beguru Main Road, Bommanabhalli,
Bengaluru - 560 068.

No: BBMP/EE/BPD/TEND/05/2021-22

Date: 05.07.2021

INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDERS (IFT)

(Through GOK e-Procurement Portal only) (Two Cover System)
(QUALITY & COST BASED SELECTION)

Licensed Consultants.

The Executive Engineer, Bommanahalli Project Division, BBMP,
Bengaluru invites Bids for the following Services from Reputed
Consultancy Services for Project
Management Consultancy for the below works.

Name of the Work

Project Cost
(%.in Lakhs)

Ward No-174 HSR Layout.

Further development of HSR Layout Play Ground in

500.00

EMD (inZ) |

EMD Declaration

Calendar of Events : (1) RFP Document can be downloaded
in e-Proc website from 12.07.2021 at 10:00 am onwards.
2) Pre-Bid Meeting is on 19.07.2021 at 11:00 am. 3) Last
date for receipt of Tender Documents is 31.07.2021 upto
4:00 pm. (4) Opening of Technical bids is on 02.08.2021
after 10:00 am. Further details may be obtained from the
above office during office hours on working days or from
website: https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- Executive Engineer - Bommanahalli Project Division

STAY PROTECTED FROM COVID-19, NO CARELESSNESS UNTIL THERE IS A CURE.

iviiuf TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED

Kagithapuram - 639 136. KARUR Dist. Tamil Nadu
Ph. : 04324 - 277001 (10 Lines) Email: purchase.pulp@pulp.co.in

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Tender No. Material Description Due date
212223000810 | Bleached Hardwood Sulphate Pulp for Unit-1 & Il | 24.07.2021
212213002018 | Bleached Softwood Sulphate Pulp for Unit-I 26.07.2021
Bleached ChemiThermo Mechanical Pulp
212213002015 | |00 = 4 83 for Unit-l 26.07.2021
Bleached ChemiThermo Mechanical Pulp
212223000811 | g 6o 70 for Unit-Il 24.07.2021
Terms and conditions, Specifications, Qty, Tender fee, EMD, etc., are available in tender
document at our websites : www.tnpl.com / www.tenders.tn.gov.in.

DIPR/2014/Tender/2021

TNPL - Maker of bagasse based eco-friendly Paper

\ CENTRAL POWER RESEARCH INSTITUTE

(A Govt. of India Society, Ministry of Power)
Post Box No.8066, Prof. Sir. C.V.Raman Road
Sadashivanagar Post Office, Bangalore - 560 080.

ADVERTISEMENT No. CPRI/09/2021 RECRUITMENT

CPRI invites application from eligible candidates for the following post:

SIl. | Name of the No. of Level & Pay in 7th Age

No. Post Vacancy CPC Pay Matrix Limit
- 1 Level — 10 with Initial pay of

1 Adm(']"'f'is::"ve (UR- | Rs. 56,100/~ and other allowances Y:'frs
Category)| as per Govt. of India norms.

The interested candidates may refer to CPRI website www.cpri.in at
Career page for further details regarding eligibility criteria, educational
qualification, experience etc. The last date for receipt of application by
post along with relevant copies of testimonials is 04.08.2021.

director of the Fire Service down.

PUDUCHERRY TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY
PUDUCHERRY

Admission Notification
(Non-Resident Indian - NRI)

Applications are invited from the eligible candidates
seeking admission to first year B.Tech degree courses
for the academic year 2021-22 in various branches
of Engineering / Technology. Online applications are
accepted from 12.07.2021. Last date for applying is
06.08.2021. Refer www.pec.edu/ug_app.

PRINCIPAL

Transport Secretary production hours.
Grant Shapps also defend-
ed the government’s deci-
sion to allow in 1,000 foot-
ball fans from Italy for
Sunday’s European Cham-
pionship final against En-
gland, to join some 60,000
other supporters. The go-
vernment said from July 19,
fully vaccinated U.K. resi-
dents and children will not
have to quarantine on their
return to England.

Applications received after the due date will not be considered.
Chief Administrative Officer

«OFeet Maintain

@ @mea': Follow Physical w ‘ & Hand
as Distancing Hygiene

NOTICE INVITING BID

Odisha State Medical Corporation Limited (OSMCL)

@ In front of Ram Mandir, Convent Square, Unit-lll,
Bhubaneswar-751001
Tel.:(0674) 2380950; Website: www.osmcl.nic.in ; Email: logistics.osmcl.od@nic.in

Notification No.:6529 Date : 09.07.2021
Bid Ref.No.:OSMCL/2021-22/DRUGS-AYUSH-HOMEO

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

KARNATAKA SLUM DEVELOPMENT BOARD

No. 55, Abhaya Complex, Risaldar Street, Seshadripuram,BENGALURU-560 020. Ph.:080-23460085 %

KSDB/Commr/TD-MC/PMAY-HFA /02/2021-22 Dated :05. 07 2021
TENDER NOTIFICATION
(THROUGH E-PROCUREMENT PORTAL ONLY ) (TWO COVER SYSTEM)
The Karnataka Slum Development Board (KSDB) Bangalore invites Lumpsum for
building (G+3) & item rate tenders for infrastructure works in selected slums of
Mangalore and Udupi City/Towns under PMAY(U) —HFA scheme by adopting
Monolithic Shear Wall Design (cast-in-situ, Single Pour Technology with single stage
Aluminum Shuttering only) with convergence of state housing schemes. From the
eligible class-1 registered KPWD/CPWD contractors.
Calendar of Events
Time and Date of Pre Bid Conference / Meeting | 27.07.2021 at 11:00 AM
Last Date and Time for receipt of Tenders in Portal | 04.08.2021 at 05:00 PM

Time and Date of Opening of 06.08.2021 at 11:00 AM
TenderS(Qualification Information)

Time and Date of Opening of Financial Bid

Place of Receiving and Opening of Tender
Documents

RE -TENDER/26 Date:09/07/2021

Online Bids through e-Tender portal (https://tendersodisha.gov.in) are invited
from eligible bidders for Supply of Homoeopathic globules as per the particulars
mentioned below:

No.071/DIP/AD(Press) 2020-21

Sl. Particulars Date and time

m BHUBANESWAR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY N:’_'

Date & time of release of bid 09/07/2021, 3 PM

AKASH SHOVA BUILDING, SACHIVALAYA MARG, BHUBANESWAR - 751001
Visit us at

2. | Date & time for submission of
queries by E-Mail id -
logistics.osmcl.od@nic.in

: https://www.bda.gov.in 14/07/2021, up to 5:00 PM

Invitation For Bids
Bid Identification No.749/EM/BDA/2021-22

Date: 07/07/2021

The Engineer in Chief-cum-Engineer Member, BDA on behalf of Bhubaneswar
Development Authority, Bhubaneswar invites percentage rate bids in double cover
system in ONLINE MODE from eligible contractors for civil work as mentioned below: 4.

Start Date & Time
16/07/2021, 11.30 AM
Start Date & Time

End Date & Time
30/07/2021, 6.00 PM
End Date & Time

Time and Date will be Intimated for the eligible bidders

Olo Technical Director-Mysore Circle, KSDB, Abhaya
Complex, Ist Floor, # 55, Risaldar Street, Seshadripuram,

3. | Date & time of Online bid submission

Date & Time for submission of

Name of work . Development of Road g from Netaji Subash Tender  Documents,  Tender Bengaluru-560020
Enclave to Patia Railway Station, Bhub Document of tender document. 31/07/2021, 10 AM | 09/08/2021,11.00 AM PhoneNo.080-23460085, 23462436.
. Estimated cost - Rs.1800.00 Lakh (Approx.) 5. | Date & time of Online Technical bid ] E-mail ID: ksdbtd1@ gmail.com, ksdbtd1a@ gmail.com
; 09/08/2021, 11:45 AM website: : ksdb.karnataka.gov.in
. Class of contractor : “Super Class” Opening - : LA
i i : i : : . Ifthere are any chan h ve notification, it will lished in e-procuremen I only. Tender Documen
-Period of completion : 18 (Eighteen) Months. 6. | Date of opening of Price Bid To be informed to the qualified bidders there are any changes to the above nofification, itwill be published in e-procurement portal only. Tender Documents,

schedule, specifications are available on the website: www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in Tender form fees & EMD details
are available on the e-procurement portal. EMD and tender processing fees shall be paid using e-procurement
payment modes only. Tender application must be accompanied by earest money deposit specified for the works and

) shall have to be valid for 45 days beyond the validity of tender date.
The Authority ysbey Y Sd/- Commissioner,

DIPR/DDU/JA/795/2021-22 Karnataka Slum Development Board, Bangalore
STAY PROTECTED FROM COVID-19, NO CARELESSNESS UNTIL THERE IS A CURE.

. Cost of Bid Documents for each work
. Earnest Money Deposit (EMD)

. Availability of Tender in the Website

. Date of time of opening of Tender

8. Place of opening of Tender : Olo

: Rs.10,000.00 + 12% GST=Rs.11,200.00

: Bid security declaration

: From 19.07.2021 to 5.00 PM of 19.08.2021
: Dt.27.08.2021 at 11.30 AM

- The E.I.C.-cum-E.M.,BDA,Bhubaneswar.

Further details can be seen from the website: https://tendersodisha.gov.in. Any
addendum / Corrigendum / cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said website.

The bid document with all information relating to the bidding process including cost of
bid document, Prequalification criteria and terms & conditions are available in the
websites: www.osmcl.nic.in and https://tendersodisha.gov.in .
reserves the right to accept / reject any part thereof or all the bids without assigning
any reason thereof. SDI-

NOoOGOhAs WN =

\ ) ! e Managing Director, 3 6 Feet J . Maintain
CAD-584 - Engineer-in-Chief-cum-Engineer Member, g|ERA.,13§;‘3l;1*::)21e;:1’:2r. . . OSMC Ltd., Odisha @ I‘\Illvaeglz ’ lnl Follow Physical w ’ & Hand
= |cAD-604: OIPR-10112/11/0039/2122 Distancing °— Hygiene
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‘Revival bumpy, sentiment to improve’

Finance Ministry says food prices to blame for high inflation, working on measures to rein them in

MARKET WATCH

09-07-2021 % CHANGE

Sensex 52,386 -0.35
US Dollar 74.64 0.09
Gold 46,844 -2.34
Brent oil 75.51 2.76
PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports 728.50 16.80
Asian Paints 3010.60.....-17.70
Axis Bank 747.35 -7.05
Bajaj Auto 3995.90......-81.40
Bajaj Finserv 12854.75....520.85
Bajaj Finance 6136.15 18.35
Bharti Airtel 536.25 10.95
BPCL 456.90. -1.30
Britannia Ind 3475.95.....-15.45
Cipla 959.80 9.15
Coal India 146.70 0.45
Divis Lab 4599.70....... 89.20
Dr Reddys Lab 5460.30 -6.45
Eicher Motors 2712.15...-17.15
Grasim Ind 1500.15 24.70
HCL Tech 976.85 0.05
HDFC 2496.45.....-15.60
HDFC Bank 1502.00......-18.45
HDFC Life 683.25 1.95
Hero MotoCorp 2896.80 -3.60
Hindalco 390.05 6.95
Hind Unilever 2451.45 3.90
ICICI Bank 638.55 -3.35
IndusInd Bank 1039.95 -5.50
Infosys 1562.90 2.15
Indian OilCorp 107.30. -0.25
ITC 201.35 -0.65
JSW Steel 681.55.....13.30
Kotak Bank 1720.05.....-12.25
L&T 1499.60. -1.10
M&m 771.55 -4.70
Maruti Suzuki 7425.70 24.50
Nestle India Ltd. ... 17636.00.......17.10
NTPC 117.80 0.35
ONGC 117.90 0.85
PowerGrid Corp 230.25 -0.90
Reliance Ind 2071.20.....-21.40
SBI Life 1019.60. -2.00
State Bank 423.75 -0.70
Shree Cement 27502.75......-79.05
Sun Pharma 667.90 1.00
Tata  Consumer
Products Ltd. 765.95 2.65
Tata Motors 306.30 -0.05
Tata Steel 1239.35.......49.60
TCS 3208.15.....-50.35
Tech Mahindra 1051.75 -8.40
Titan 1720.60. -5.75
UltraTech Cement.....6899.55 -2.35
UPL 814.55 0.45
Wipro 525.80 -5.20

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on July 09

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL

US Dollar 74.44 74.76
Euro 88.27.......88.65
British Pound 102.75...103.19
Japanese Yen (100) ... 67.70 68.00
Chinese Yuan 11.48 11.53
Swiss Franc 81.38....81.76
Singapore Dollar 55.05 55.30
Canadian Dollar 59.47.....59.74
Malaysian Ringitt 17.75 17.85

Source:Indian Bank

IN BRIEF

BoB, STPI sign pact for
supporting start-ups
MUMBAI

Bank of Baroda (BoB) has
signed a memorandum of
understanding with Software
Technology Parks of India
(STPI) and AIC STPINEXT
Initiatives to support
start-ups across India under
its Baroda Start-up Banking
programme. As many as 15
dedicated start-up branches
are operational across major
start-up hubs. The bank will
facilitate an array of services
at preferential rates, it said.

Federal Bank MD & CEO
gets 3-year extension

NEW DELHI

Private sector lender Federal
Bank on Friday said it had
received approval from the
RBI to reappoint Shyam
Srinivasan as its MD and CEO
for three years. Mr.
Srinivasan had taken charge
of the bank on September
23, 2010. In July 2020, the
Kochi-based lender had
received the Reserve Bank's
nod for the reappointment of
Mr. Srinivasan as MD and CEO
till September 22, 2021. emi

Rubicon buys Cipla arm'’s
oral liquid, nasal unit
MUMBAI

Rubicon Research Pvt. Ltd., a
speciality pharma firm
backed by General Electric,
has acquired Cipla Ltd.'s
wholly owned arm Meditab
Specialities Ltd.'s oral liquid
dosage and nasal product
facility in Maharashtra for an
unspecified amount. The
facility is CGMP compliant
and MHRA (U.K.) inspected
production site that enables
diverse pipeline of oral
liquids for Rubicon Research.

NetConnect to hire
5,000 by end 2021
BENGALURU

NetConnect Global (NCG), a
technology services firm, will
hire 5,000 technology
professionals across the
country by the end of 2021.
The company said as part of
its global expansion plans
and an increased focus on
new-age digital technologies
such as loT, cloud app,
Artificial Intelligence and
Machine Learning, it would
hire engineers with expertise
in these technologies.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

India’s economic recovery
after the ebbing of the se-
cond COVID-19 wave re-
mains uneven, despite an
uptick in several economic
indicators through June, the
Finance Ministry said on Fri-
day. Consumption senti-
ment, it added, was likely to
improve as recent relief mea-
sures announced by the go-
vernment begin to kick in.
Attributing the spike in re-
tail inflation over the last two
years to higher food infla-
tion, the Ministry said that
prices were expected to cool
in the short term from the
6.3% inflation mark reported
in May, due to healthy mon-
soons, gradually rising Kha-
rif crop sowing and unlock-
ing by States. While this
would slow food inflation,
and thereby headline infla-

Reining it in: The Centre will impose stock limits and trade

curbs to help contain food inflation.

tion, the Ministry said input
cost pressures and the global
spurt in commodity prices
remained major risks.
Consumption sentiment is
expected to pick up due to
recent measures such as en-
hanced employment sup-
port (through Employees’
Provident Fund subsidies

= BlJOY GHOSH

under the Aatmanirbhar
Bharat Rozgar Yojana), and
targeted support to the ur-
ban poor through the credit
guarantee scheme for micro-
finance institutions and the
widening of the BharatNet’s
digitisation coverage.

Higher highway toll col-
lections, power usage and re-

US. set to add more Chinese
firms to blacklist, say sources

Move aims to hold China accountable for Xinjiang actions

REUTERS
WASHINGTON

The Biden administration is
set as early as Friday to add
more than 10 Chinese com-
panies to its economic black-
list over alleged human
rights abuses and high-tech
surveillance in Xinjiang, two
sources told Reuters.

The U.S. Commerce De-
partment action will follow
its announcement last
month adding five other
companies and other Chi-
nese entities to the blacklist
over allegations of forced la-
bour in the far western re-
gion of China.

The additions to Com-
merce Department’s Entity
List are part of the Biden ad-

Sugar exports
reach4.75 MT
this year: AISTA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Sugar mills have exported
4.75 million tonne (MT) of
the sweetener so far in the
ongoing 2020-21 marketing
year ending September,
with maximum shipments
to Indonesia, trade body
AISTA said on Friday.

Mills have contracted to
export 5.9 million tonnes
of sugar so far as against
the 6-million tonne quota
assigned by the Food Mi-
nistry in January this year,
All India Sugar Trade Asso-
ciation (AISTA) said in a
statement.

An additional 4,30,000
tonne of sugar has been
contracted under OGL
(open general licence)
route without subsidy sup-
port. Moreover, sugar ex-
port to Iran has started in
small quantities. About
6,982 tonnes was shipped
to Iran in June, it added.

ministration’s efforts to hold
China accountable for hu-
man rights violations, the
sources said.

China dismisses accusa-
tions of genocide and forced
labour in Xinjiang and says
its policies are necessary to
stamp out separatists and re-
ligious extremists who plot-
ted attacks and stirred up

tension between mostly
Muslim Uyghurs and Han,
China’s largest ethnic group.

‘Will take all measures’
“The Chinese side will take
all necessary measures to sa-
feguard the legitimate rights
and interests of Chinese
companies and rejects U.S.
attempts to interfere in Chi-
na’s internal affairs,” said fo-
reign ministry spokesman
Wang Wenbin on Friday.
One of the sources said
the Commerce Department
plans to add 14 Chinese com-
panies to the Entity List over
reported abuses in Xinjiang.
The identity of the com-
panies being added was not
immediately known.

TII to invest X25 crore to
support start-ups in R&D

Firm to seek shareholder nod at AGM

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Tube Investments of India
Ltd. (TII) is planning to sup-
port start-ups involved in in-
novative research and pro-
duct development.

The Murugappa Group
company is mulling invest-
ment up to 325 crore and
would seek shareholders’
approval at the ensuing 13th
AGM, the company said in a
regulatory filing.

The investment would be
made in start-ups engaged
in innovative research and
product development in
fields or activities of interest
to the company, TII said.

While interacting with
analysts in February, ma-
naging director Vellayan
Subbiah had said that TII
would be adopting a three-
pronged strategy to protect
itself from the cyclical na-
ture of the auto sector.

Vellayan Subbiah

While TI-1 referred to ex-
isting divisions, TI-2 pointed
to a venture capital-led ap-
proach to growth such as ex-
pansion into optic lenses
and electric three-wheelers,
and TI-3 to growth through
acquisitions such as CG
Power.

Besides, he also an-
nounced TII’s maiden foray
into electric three-wheelers
at an outlay of 3200 crore,
with design and technology
from a Korean firm.

WayCool Foods eyesup to  'Life insurers
$100-mn capex in 4 years

It targets Indian diaspora in West Asia

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

WayCool Foods & Products,
an agri-commerce compa-
ny, is planning a capex of
$75-100 million over 4 years
to fund its expansion and ac-
quisition among others.

“We are planning to
spend capex of $75-100 mil-
lion for strengthening the
automation in dry items,
warehouses, making the IT
platform scalable, develop-
ing value added food pro-
ducts and acquisitions,” said
Karthik Jayaraman, CEO &
co-founder.

He also said that in the
near term, the company
would strengthen its net-
work of warehouses for dry
groceries, repackaging facil-
ities in and around Tamil
Nadu and Bengaluru, and

Karthik Jayaraman

distribution and collection
centres. On its foray into
newer markets, the CEO
said that entering Maharash-
tra was a logical step since it
was one of the strongest bas-
es for sourcing, while West
Asia had a large presence of
Indian diaspora. WayCool
had started working with
some partners in this re-

gard, Mr. Jayaraman added.

new premium
income up 4%’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The new premium income
of life insurance compa-
nies rose nearly 4% to
330,009.48 crore in June
this year, data from IRDAI
showed.

All the life insurance
companies had collected
first year or the new busi-
ness premium income
worth ¥28,868.68 crore in
the same month a year ago.

State-owned LIC report-
ed 4.14% fall in new premi-
um income in June 2021 at
321,796.28 crore as against
322,736.84 crore in the
year-earlier month. For the
remaining 23 private sector
life insurers, the new pre-
mium in June jumped
about 34% to 8,213.20
crore as against 36,131.84
crore in the year earlier.

cord UPI transactions sug-
gest ‘India is on the move
again’, the Ministry said in its
monthly economic review
for June. “However, recovery
remains uneven with indica-
tors such as port traffic, air
traffic,c, PMI Manufacturing
and Services demonstrating
lagged revival from the im-
pact of the second wave. Lat-
est industrial production es-
timates show sequential
moderation in growth of...
eight core industries at 16.8%
[year-on-year] in May 2021,
8% lower than pre-COVID
May 2019 level,” it added.
E-way bill generation rose
37.1% in June, compared with
May, which augurs well for
GST collections in coming
months, while resilient tax
collections over April and
May bodes well for a ‘conti-
nued economic recovery’
driven by capital spending,

TCS to hire
40,000
freshers

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

Largest software exporter
TCS will be hiring more
than 40,000 freshers from
campuses in the country in
the financial year 2021-22,
a top executive said.

The company, the lar-
gest employer in the priv-
ate sector with a base of
more than 5 lakh em-
ployees, had hired 40,000
graduates from campuses
last year and will do better
on that number, its chief of
global human resources
Milind Lakkad said.

He said the pandemic-
related restrictions do not
pose any difficulty in hir-
ing. “We will continue to
hire and hire 40,000 or
more this year in India,”
Mr. Lakkad told reporters.

the Department of Economic
Affairs noted. On predictions
of a third wave, the Ministry
said its emergence could be
‘significantly buffered by ex-
panded vaccination and met-
iculous observance of CO-
VID-appropriate behaviour’.

‘Food’s high weightage’
On inflation trends, it said re-
tail inflation that averaged
5.9% in FY15 “fell continuous-
ly’ till it reached 3.4% in
FY19. From 4.8% in FY20, it
surged to 6.2% last year.
“Since the weightage of
food in CPI is very high, the
impact of food prices on ov-
erall CPI inflation is high,”
the Ministry reasoned. The
government, it said, is taking
a variety of measures to rein
in food inflation, including
the imposition of stock limits
and trade restrictions to reg-
ulate domestic availability.

Oil prices firm as US.
inventories decline

OPEC+ impasse fuels supply uncertainty

REUTERS
LONDON
0il prices rose for a second
day on Friday as data
showed a draw in U.S. inven-
tories but were heading for
a weekly loss amid uncer-
tainty over global supplies
after an OPEC+ impasse.

Brent crude oil futures
were up 36 cents, or 0.5%,
at $74.48 a barrel by 1220
GMT. U.S. West Texas Inter-
mediate futures were up 54
cents, or 0.7%, at $73.48.

Prices on both sides of
the Atlantic were on track
for a more than 2% weekly
drop, dragged down by the
collapse of output talks bet-
ween the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) and allies
including Russia, together
known as OPEC+.

U.S. crude and gasoline

Temasek, Warburg to
invest $500 mn in Ola

Infusion comes ahead of IPO plan

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Mobility platform Ola will

receive an investment of

$500 million from Temasek
and Plum Wood Invest-
ment, an affiliate of War-
burg Pincus, ahead of its
proposed IPO.

This was amongst the lar-
gest investments in the In-
dian consumer Internet
space by these funds, said
Ola in a statement.

“Over the last 12 months
we’ve made our ride-hailing
business more robust, resi-
lient and efficient,” said
Bhavish Aggarwal, chair-
man and Group CEO, Ola.

“With strong recovery
post lockdown and a shift in
consumer preference away
from public transportation,

we are well positioned to
capitalise on various urban
mobility needs of our cus-
tomers,” he added.

“We look forward to col-
laborating with Bhavish and
the team in the next phase
of Ola’s growth,” said Vishal
Mahadevia, managing direc-
tor and head of India at War-
burg Pincus.

e~

stocks fell and gasoline de-
mand reached its highest
since 2019, the U.S. Energy
Information Administration
said, signalling increasing
strength in the economy.

“A bullish EIA stock re-
port helped the oil market
rebound into the black,”
said Stephen Brennock of
oil broker PVM. “Clearly,
U.S. oil markets are tight.
However, the only way to
prevent further losses is for
the threat of an OPEC+price
war to be contained.”

BSE, a creator
of $3 trillion in
wealth: CEO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
mELHI

Leading stock exchange
BSE has acted as a catalyst
for investments and helped
in the creation of $3 trillion
wealth since it was set up
in 1875, its chief Ashishku-
mar Chauhan said.

Over the years, the ex-
change had been able to
create trust among the in-
vestor community that will
help India to achieve dou-
ble-digit annual growth in
time to come, Mr. Chauhan
added.

He further said that the
success of BSE’s efforts
could be seen in more than
7.2 crore investor accounts,
more than 4,700 listed
companies and in excess of
$3 trillion of equities mar-
ket capitalisation.
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STEP for Competitive Exams is a 40-day custom-built course to help you improve your English skills and crack
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Berrettini pulverises Hurkacz

Djokovic stays on course for 20th Major with Shapovalov conquest

WIMBLEDON

AGENCIES
LONDON

With booming serves deliver-
ing 22 aces, and powerful fo-
rehands helping compile a
total of 38 winners, No. 7
seed Matteo Berrettini beat
No. 14 Hubert Hurkacz 6-3,
6-0, 6-7(3), 6-4 at Wimbledon
on Friday to enter his mai-
den Grand Slam singles final
and the first by an Italian at
SW19.

On Sunday, the 25-year-
old will meet five-time cham-
pion and top seed Novak Djo-
kovic, who beat Canadian
Denis Shapovalov 7-6(3), 7-5,
7-5.

“I have no words. I need a
couple of hours to under-
stand what happened,” Ber-
rettini told the capacity
crowd. “I never dreamed
about this because it was too
much, even for a dream.”

Friday's outcome seemed
to turn early against Hur-
kacz, who was coming off
victories over eight-time
Wimbledon champion Roger
Federer and No. 2 Daniil
Medvedev.

A key moment came less
than 20 minutes in, when
Hurkacz was ahead 3-2 and
held a break point. That was
erased by Berrettini with a
service winner at 130 mph.

More than 50 minutes
passed before Berrettini
would drop another game, a
stretch that gave him the first
two sets and a 1-0 lead in the
third.

He was two points from
winning on four occasions in
the third set, all while Hur-
kacz served: twice at 5-4 and
twice at 6-5. But the Pole ex-
tended the contest by grab-

v

One step away: Matteo Berrettini continued his stellar run on grass, which has put him on the
cusp of a Grand Slam title. =GeTTY IMAGES

bing the tie-breaker.

Berrettini headed off the
court and when play res-
umed, he broke to begin the
fourth, and was soon back on
the proper path.

Hurkacz saved Berrettini’s
first match point, at 5-3, with
a service winner at 134 mph
but the latter closed the
match out on the second
opportunity.

A few hours after that,
Djokovic reached his 30th
Grand Slam final to move
within one victory of a sixth
Wimbledon title and record-
equalling 20th Major.

The win over Shapovalov
was tense, with the World
No.1 having to save 10 of 11
break points. The Canadian
was the better player for
much of the first set and was
serving at 5-4, only to be bro-
ken. It was a pattern which
repeated throughout the
match, with Djokovic claw-
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THE RESULTS

Men: Semifinals: 7-Berrettini
(Ita) bt 14-Hurkacz (Pol) 6-3,
6-0, 6-7(3), 6-4; 1-Djokovic
(Srb) bt 10-Shapovalov (Can) 7-
6(3), 7-5, 7-5.

ing his way back every time
Shapovalov nosed ahead.
The 22-year-old eventually
exited in tears, but to a stand-
ing ovation. “At this stage of

Clasico of the Americas
Neymar's Brazil and Messi's Argentina square off in what promises to be a high-voltage Copa final
Head-to-Head -

Overall

Brazil

Won

40

Drawn

25

Goals scored

165

Top scorer

Messi
(5 goals)

Leonidas
(8 goals)

In Copa America

33

Won

10

15

Drawn

8

First meeting: 20th September
1914 (Friendly), Argentina 3-0 Brazil

Last meeting: 15th November 2019
(Superclasico de las Americas),
Brazil 0-1 Argentina

A look at the teams’

performance in this edition

Final
will be
played at
5.30 am.

(Sunday)

o The third time the two will face

off in the Copa final this century.

Brazil has won the previous two

(2004, 2007)

« Argentina is looking to go joint
top with Uruguay (15 titles) while
Brazil is seeking its 10th crown

« Messi, in his record sixth

an Argentinian

Chile's Sergio Livingstone for most
appearances (34) in the competition.
The final will also be the magician’s
151st cap for his country, the most by

B 1 Berrettini is the first Italian
in history, male or female, to
reach a Wimbledon singles
final. Last Italian man in the
singles final at a Slam was
Adriano Panatta (1976
French Open)

B 16 The 16 games Djokovic
lost against Shapovalov were
the most in his 49
straight-sets victories at
Wimbledon

ey m 30 Djokovic has reached 30

Major singles finals, next
only to Federer's 31

m 95 Berrettini has won 95 of
100 service games at SW19
this year and has saved 22 of
27 breakpoints, including the
only two against Hurkacz

my career Grand Slams are
most important,” said Djo-
kovic. “Every time someth-
ing on the line is historic, it
motivates me.”

Goals scored | 11 12 . . . q

el el & 5 « Messi goes into his fourth major
gatsiconcece final, hoping to get his hands on an
Clean sheets |3 4 international trophy for the first time

in his career

o Brazil has scored the most
goals (12) and conceded the
least (2) in this edition. It has had

nine different goal-scorers in the

Copa, will pull level with

IN BRIEF

500-day countdown to
2022 Qatar WC begins
DOHA

The 500-day countdown to
the 2022 FIFA World Cup
started on Friday, as Qatar
prepared to welcome more
than a million fans for the
greatest footballing show on
earth. The first World Cup in
the Middle East and Arab
world will kick off on Nov. 21
and end on Dec. 18, 2022. ap

NBA FINALS

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PHOENIX

Devin Booker scored 31
points and Chris Paul added
23 on Thursday to spark
Phoenix Suns to a 118-108 win
and a commanding 2-0 lead
over Milwaukee Bucks in the

Kaitano, Taylor help NBA Finals

Zimbabwe avoid

follow-on The action shifts to Mil-
HARARE waukee for games three and
Zimbabwe opener four on Sunday and
Takudzwanashe Kaitano's Wednesday.

patient 87 and a Giannis Antetokounmpo

scored 42 points and added 12
rebounds, but the Bucks
could not offer the 26-year-
old Greek forward enough
support.

Booker  delivered his
eighth 30-point game of the
playoffs while Paul, in his first

swashbuckling 81 from
stand-in captain Brendan
Taylor helped Zimbabwe
avoid the follow-on against
Bangladesh on the third day
of the one-off Test on Friday.
Replying to Bangladesh's
468, the hosts were bowled

out for 276. :

The scores: Bangladesh 468 N.BA Fm?ls at age 36, added
i eight assists.

and 45/0 vs Zimbabwe 276 Bah bi Deand

(Milton Shumba 41, ahamas big man Deandre

Takudzwanashe Kaitano 87, Ayton had 10 points and 11 re-

COMPILED BY AYUSH SUDARSAN

tournament

Booker sparks Suns to 2-0 lead

Antetokounmpo battles in vain for the Bucks

Single-minded: Suns' Devin Booker goes for a dunk past

Bucks'

s' Jrue Holiday. =ap

Phoenix outscored Mil-
waukee 15-4 over the final

4:40
seize

of the second quarter to
a 56-45 half-time lead.

Antetokounmpo scored 20
points in the third quarter,
the most by any player in an

NBA

Finals quarter in 25

years, but the Suns still led 88-

78

entering the fourth

quarter.
The Suns lost swingman

Brendan Taylor 81, Shakib Al
Hasan 4/82, Mehidy Hasan
5/82).

bounds and Jae Crowder 11
points and 10 rebounds for
the Suns.

Torrey Craig to a right leg in-
jury at the end of the third
quarter just a day after losing

Croatian forward Dario Saric
with a torn right knee
ligament.

Two-time NBA Most Valua-
ble Player Antetokounmpo,
who missed two games with a
hyperextended left knee be-
fore returning in the opener,
scared the Bucks when he fell
to the court in the second and
third quarters but he rose and
continued each time.

The result: Phoenix Suns 118 bt
Milwaukee Bucks 108 (Suns
lead series 2-0).

Barty and Pliskova in a clash of styles

The Aussie’s court craft will be up against Czech’s first-strike approach

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

Ashleigh Barty will fulfil a
childhood dream when she
plays in Saturday’s Wimble-
don final, but Karolina Plis-
kova stands in her way of
achieving a more significant
one.

Barty is attempting to win
her first Wimbledon title on
the 50th anniversary of fel-
low indigenous Australian
Evonne Goolagong Cawley’s
maiden crown.

Pliskova, who defeated
No. 2 seed Aryna Sabalenka
with a power-packed perfor-
mance, is driven more by
proving to her “brutal crit-
ics” she was right in sticking
to her style of play rather

than alter it radically.

Whatever happens on Sa-
turday, a return to the top-10
looks certain for the 29-year-
old World No. 13, but she
would regard her first Slam
title as the catch of the day.

To do so, she must over-
come a World No. 1, whose
craft and guile felled 2018
champion Angelique Kerber
in the semifinals.

The aura of Cawley has
been ever-present at the All
England Club, with Barty
wearing a specially-designed
dress in tribute to the iconic
scallop one that she wore in
1971. “It’s a really special an-
niversary for Evonne,” said
Barty. “I couldn’t be more
proud to be in a position to

= The Aussie can become
the first women's top seed
to win Wimbledon since
Serena Williams in 2016

= While Barty has tasted

success as a junior at

Wimbledon, winning the
title in 2011, the Czech
has never been past the

| fourth round, including

the lone junior appear-

. ance in 2010. That

. year, her twin sister

| Kristyna took home

! \ the trophy

w. beatBetty Stove)

(:) I have had ups, downs and everything in
between on this journey. To play in the final at

Wimbledon on Saturday

BARTY on the final

England keen
to end
drought

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

England fans are looking
forward to a first major
tournament final in 55
years as their team pre-
pares to face Italy in the
Euro 2020 final at Wem-
bley on Sunday.

Three years on from
their defeat to Croatia in
the World Cup semifinal,
Gareth Southgate’s men
overcame Denmark 2-1 in
extra time on Wednesday
to reach their first Euro-
pean Championship final.

Italy was also pushed
beyond 90 minutes by
Spain, but won on penal-
ties to keep its bid for a first
Euro title since 1968 alive.

England stands just one
game away from ending its
long and painful trophy
drought, which dates all
the way back to the 1966
World Cup. But Italy is on a
33-match unbeaten run, re-
viving its reputation on the
global stage after failing to
even reach the 2018 World
Cup in Russia.

will be the best thing ever

‘ m The Barty-Pliskova clash will be the first
match-up between two first-time Wimbledon
women's finalists since 1977 (Virginia Wade

wear an outfit inspired by
her. Now to kind of give my-
self a chance to create some
history almost in a way that’s
a tribute to her is really
exciting.”

The 25-year-old put her
childhood dream of playing
in a senior Wimbledon final
into perspective. “I wasn’t
sure if it would ever happen,
honestly,” she said. “I think
Wimbledon has been an
amazing place of learning.

“Probably 2018, 2019 (3rd
and 4th round exits respec-
tively) were some of my
toughest weeks playing. To
come away with losses in
those two tournaments, I
learned a hell of a lot.”

For Pliskova, unlike Barty,

Saturday showdown

Pliskova will be gunning for her maiden Grand Slam singles
title in her second Major final after 2016 US Open and Barty
for her second trophy after 2019 French Open

m Barty leads Pliskova 5-2 in
their head-to-head, with the
World No. 1 winning the last
three. On grass, they are tied
1-1, with Barty's win coming
way back in 2012 at the
Nottingham 50K event '

= This will only be the fifth
Wimbledon women's singles
final this millennium not to fea-
ture a Williams sister. Previous:
Kvitova vs Bouchard (2014),
Bartoli vs Lisicki (2013),
Kvitova vs Sharapova (2011),
Mauresmo vs Henin (2006)

the pressure may weigh less
heavily as her goal was to
make the second week and
anything after that was a bo-
nus. Despite being behind
on head-to-head meetings,
the fact that it is a first Wim-
bledon final for both women
could be a leveller.

“I mean, we have had
some good matches,” said
Pliskova. “Of course, I lost
more. But I think she has an
extremely difficult game to
play.

“It’s going to be difficult
on grass because of her slice
and her game overall. She
has a Grand Slam, but this is
her first Wimbledon final
too. I think we both have a
good chance.”

MATCH
STARTS AT
6.30 P.M.
IST

c) It can’t be any better than this. You want to
play the best player in the final. Of course,
I don’t want anybody else but her there

PLISKOVA on playing Barty

India’s series against
Sri Lanka rescheduled

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

The Indian limited-overs
team’s six-match series
against Sri Lanka was on
Friday rescheduled owing
to COVID-19 positive cases
in the home team camp,
with the first ODI now
starting on July 17 instead of
July 13.

Sri Lanka’s batting coach
Grant Flower and data
analyst G.T. Niroshan have
tested positive on return
from the United Kingdom,
which has forced Sri Lanka
Cricket to extend the hard
quarantine period from the
stipulated three days.

“Yes, the series will now
start from July 17 instead of
July 13. The decision was
taken in consultation with
SLC keeping the safety and

£ UNIVERSITY

NH45, Chennai - Trichy Trunk Road, Samayapuram, Tiruchirappalli -

security of players in
mind,” a senior BCCI official
said, confirming the
development.

As per the original
schedule, the series was to
start with the ODIs on July
13, followed by matches on
July 16 and July 19. The T201
games were scheduled for
July 22, July 24 and July 27.

While Niroshan’s
confirmation was given on
Friday, Sri Lanka’s batting
coach Flower tested
positive on Thursday, 48
hours after the squad’s
arrival from England.

All the other players who
are quarantining have also
been tested.

The revised schedule:

ODiIs: July 17,19 and 21.
T20Is: Likely to begin on July
24.

DHANALAKSHMI SRINIVASAN

621112, Tamil Nadu, India.
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Cavendish equals Merckx’s record

Registers 34th stage win of his career; Pogacar still in yellow

TOUR DE FRANCE

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
CARCASSONNE

Mark Cavendish equalled
the all-time tally of Tour de
France stage wins when he
sped over the finish line at
Carcassonne on Friday for a
landmark 34th stage victory
in the race.

It was Cavendish’s fourth
win on the 2021 edition and
sees the British sprinter
equal Eddy Merckx’s 35-
year-old record of Tour de
France stage wins.

It is all the more remarka-
ble considering Cavendish’s
career looked compromised
in December, teamless,
without a Tour de France
stage win in five years, and
struggling to put a long bout
of the tiring Epstein Barr vi-
rus behind him.

No hype

Cavendish has steadfastly re-
fused to hype the record due
to his reverence for the great

This PDF was on%nally uploaded To The Brills Exms Official (https://t.melThe.Hindu_Express) before anyone else & Join Backup'channel @Thehindu000 ¢

Cry of joy: Mark Cavendish is ecstatic after emulating

Eddy Merckx while winning the 13th stage.

Belgian Merckx, who has
won the Tour de France five
times. Known as the “Manx
Missile”, the rider from the
Isle of Man made it across
the line on Friday just a few

=AP

centimetres ahead of two
sprint rivals to celebrate
wildly with his team.
Slovenian Tadej Pogacar
retained the overall leader’s

yellow jersey.

England 177 for seven

B England made 177 for
seven in 20 overs, after
being asked to bat, in the
first T20I against India at
Northampton on Friday.
Nat Sciver top-scored
with 55 (27b, 8x4, 1x6)
and Amy Jones
contributed 43 (27b, 4x4,
2x6). For India, Shikha
Pandey took three for 22.

Sawhney’s
services
snapped

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The International Cricket
Council (ICC) has disconti-
nued the services of Manu
Sawhney as the Chief Exec-
utive Officer (CEO) with im-
mediate effect. The deci-
sion was taken by the ICC
Board during its meeting
on Thursday.

“The International
Cricket Council today an-
nounced that Chief Execu-
tive Manu Sawhney will
leave the organisation with
immediate effect. Geoff Al-
lardice will continue as Act-
ing CEO supported by the
Leadership Team working
closely with the ICC
Board,” read the ICC state-
ment issued after the
meeting.

Anand sixth

P.K. AJITH KUMAR
KOZHIKODE
Viswanathan Anand’s cam-
paign in the rapid section
of the Croatia Grand Chess
Tour came to a disappoint-
ing end at Zagreb as he lost
in the final round to Anish
Giri of the Netherlands on
Friday. Anand, with 4.5
points, finished sixth.
Earlier in the day, he
had drawn with Poland’s
Jan-Krzysztof Duda and
Ivan Saric of Croatia. Rus-
sia’s Tan Nepomniachtchi
topped the rapid event
with 5.5 points.
The standings: 1. lan Nepom-
niachtchi (Rus) 5.5 points;
2-5. Maxime Vachier-Lagrave
(Fra), Anish Giri (Ned), Ivan
Saric (Cro) and Jan-Krzysztof
Duda (Pol) 5; 6-7. Shakhriyar
Mamedyarov (Aze) and Vis-
wanathan Anand 4.5; 8. Alex-
ander Grischuk (Rus) 4; 9. An-
ton Korobov (Ukr) 3.5; 10.
Jorden Van Foreest (Ned) 3.
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TV PICKS

England vs Pakistan: 2nd
ODI: Sony Six (SD & HD), 3.30

.m.
'?’our de France: Eurosport
(SD & HD), 3.45 p.m.
Wimbledon 2021: SS Select
2 (SD & HD); 5.30 p.m.; SS
Select 1 & Star Sports 1(SD &
HD), 6.30 p.m.

Copa America 2021: Sony
Ten 2 & Sony Six (SD & HD),
5.30 a.m. (Sunday).

IN BRIEF

Coach Simeone extends
Atletico stay until 2024
MADRID

Atletico Madrid coach Diego
Simeone has extended his
contract until 2024. The
Argentinian, who won the
domestic double in 1996
during a five-year spell as
player and arrived as coach in
2011, has signed until June
30, 2024. Atletico has won
eight titles during his tenure.
AFP

Hadley, Munoz lead;
Lahiri way behind

SILVIS (USA)

Anirban Lahiri shot an even
par 71 and was tied 102nd
after the first round of the
John Deere Classic. Chesson
Hadley and Sebastian Mufioz
were tied for the lead at
eight-under. p1i

Modest start by Aditi at
Marathon Classic

SYLVANIA (USA)

Aditi Ashok shot an even par
71in the opening round to be
tied 65th in the Marathon
LPGA Classic. Japan's Nasa
Hataoka returned a 10-under
61 to take a four-stroke lead
over Lauren Stephenson. p1i

Shubhankar, Bhullar have
their task cut out

NORTH BERWICK (SCOTLAND)
Shubhankar Sharma sunk four
birdies but still finished on
one-under 70 and tied 73rd
at the Scottish Open on
Thursday. Gaganjeet Bhullar
also had four birdies but
returned 74 and lies T-139.
Englishman Jack Senior was
in the lead on 64. pmi

Junior Fed Cup athletics
shifted to Sangrur

KOCHI

The 19th National Federation
Cup junior (under-20)
athletics, which was
scheduled to be held at
Patiala from July 31 to August
2, has been shifted to Sangrur
(Punjab). The dates remain
the same and the venue will
be the War Hero Stadium.

The tlame makes a quiet arrival in Tokyo

Only media and officials attend welcoming ceremony

Symbol of hope: Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike, left, receives a
lantern containing the Olympic Flame from Paralympian and
torch relay ambassador Aki Taguchi on Friday. =ap

OLYMPICS

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TOKYO

The Olympic flame arrived in
Tokyo on Friday with just
two weeks until the Games
open, as athletes and fans
mourned a “heartbreaking”
decision to bar spectators
from almost all venues given
the pandemic situation.

Taste of what’s to follow
In a taste of what is to come
for thousands of athletes, the
public was kept away from
the arrival of the flame and a
welcoming ceremony was at-
tended only by the media
and officials.

As the final countdown to
the July 23 opening ceremo-

ny begins, the mood is far
from the usual festive Olym-
pic spirit.

Tokyo will be under a vi-
rus state of emergency from
Sunday until August 22, put-
ting a further dampener on
an already unusual
Olympics.

Given the decision, organ-
isers said on Thursday they
would bar spectators from
venues in Tokyo and three
surrounding areas, where
most competitions will be
conducted.

A handful of events will be
held elsewhere in the coun-
try with some fans in
attendance.

Governor Yuriko Koike re-
ceived the flame in a lantern
at a ceremony in an empty
stadium. The nationwide

Modi reviews Olympic preparations

The Prime Minister will have a virtual interaction with athletes on July 13

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi took stock of India’s
Olympic preparations on Fri-
day and also announced a
virtual interaction with the
country’s Tokyo-bound
sportspersons on July 13,
four days before the first
batch departs for the Japa-
nese capital.

“Reviewed preparations
for facilitation of India’s con-
tingent at @Tokyo2020. Dis-
cussed the logistical details,
their vaccination status, the
multi-disciplinary support
being given,” Modi tweeted.

“On behalf of 130 crore In-
dians, I would be interacting
with the Olympics bound

Mirabai has what it takes, believes

WEIGHTLIFTING

V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM
HYDERABAD

Karnam Malleswari believes
that Saikhom Mirabai Chanu
can be the strongest conten-
der for a weightlifting medal
in the Tokyo Olympics.
Malleswari, who was the
first Indian woman athlete
ever to win a medal in the
Olympics in the 2000 edi-
tion, says Mirabai can well
bring cheer to the country,
going by her performance

Taking stock: Prime Minister Narendra Modi discussed logistical details, vaccination status, and

multi-disciplinary support being given to the athletes.

athletes on 13th July to wish
them luck. Let us all
#Cheer4India,” he said.

Emplaning on July 17
The first batch of athletes
will depart for Tokyo in a

sheet. “Any Olympics is not
going to be easy as there is a
different kind of pressure.
But the feeling of represent-
ing your country in such an
event supersedes everything
else and often spurs you to
take you to the next level,”
the champion weightlifter
said in a chat with The
Hindu.

“You need a little bit of
luck on the day, but you can
look to that only after put-
ting in the effort,” she said.

Looking back on her
Olympics journey, Malleswa-

Being Lahiri’s caddie will help me
prepare for Paris: Chlkkarangappa

GOLF

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Golfer S. Chikkarangappa
says he will use the expe-
rience of being a caddie for
Anirban Lahiri at Tokyo
Olympics to fuel his 2024 Pa-
ris dreams, after the CO-
VID-19 pandemic spoilt his
chances to qualify for the
upcoming edition.

The 27-year-old, who mis-
sed out on Olympic qualifi-
cation, was offered a chance
to have a close look at the
competition in Tokyo when
he was asked by Lahiri to be
his caddie for the upcoming
Games.

“It’s a win-win situation
for both.

“When Anirban offered
me this opportunity to be
his caddie, I accepted in-
stantly,”  Chikkarangappa
said in a release issued by
the Sports Authority of India
(SAI) on Friday.

While Lahiri will be play-
ing his second Olympics,
Udayan Mane booked his
maiden berth at the Games
following the withdrawal of
Argentina’s Emiliano Grillo.

Much to learn

“I am really glad that Anir-
ban is giving me this expe-
rience.

“I will get to see an Olym-
pics live in person. The
younger generation has so
much to learn,” Chikkaran-
gappa said. “Yes, I won’t be
there as a player but this ex-
perience will be something
different. This experience

This PDF was oﬂ%nally uploaded To The Brills Exms Official (https://t.melThex H|ndu _Express) before anyone else & Join Backup'channel @Thehindu000 ¢

In anticipation: S. Chikkarangappa is looking forward to the
Olympics experience. =FfILE PHOTO: K. MURALI KUMAR

C

When Anirban
offered me this
opportunity to be
his caddie, I
accepted instantly

(caddying for Anirban) will
help me prepare for the
2024 Olympic Games. This
will help me going forward.”

Chikkarangappa was In-
dia No. 2 before the second
wave of COVID-19 led him to
miss some tournaments,
which caused his ranking to
drop.

Hailing from a village near
Eagleton, one of India’s most
famous golf courses on the

Bengaluru-Mysuru highway,
Chikkarangappa was a cad-
die before he became a pro-
fessional golfer.

Friend of many years
Speaking about his bond
with Lahiri, he said: “We are
more than friends, we are
like brothers. We have
known each other for 18
years. He’s been a great
friend, brother and always
had my back.

“We have the same rela-
tionship today as we did 18
years ago. We will work to-
gether and do our best to re-
turn with a medal.”

=PTI

charter Air India flight on Ju-
ly 17.

More than 120 athletes are
bound for the Games, even
though the Indian Olympic
Association is yet to officially
divulge the strength of the

ri felt that if she had compet-
ed in the 1996 Atlanta Olym-
pics — when weightlifting
was introduced — she would
have won gold.

“I was at the peak of my
career. Honestly, [ was aim-
ing for the gold. However, it
[the bronze] still stands as
the greatest achievement of
my career.

“To stand on the medal
podium in my first Olympics
is not something I will easily
forget. It was truly emotional
and fresh in my memory,”
Malleswari said.

India clubbed with UAE,

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI
India has been placed in
Group E alongside host UAE,
Oman, and Kyrgyz Republic
in the U-23 Asian Cup Uzbe-
kistan 2022 Qualifiers, to be
held from October 23 to 31.
The 42 teams were drawn
into 11 groups with 15 spots
available at the AFC U-23
Asian Cup 2022 with Uzbe-
kistan having already con-
firmed its place as the host.

| DELHI ROUND-UP §

Lalit, Vaibhav score
half-centuries
Man-of-the-Match Lalit
Yadav scored a 24-ball 50
and Vaibhav Rawal made
53 as ACC XI beat Sporting
Club by four wickets to
enter the semifinals of the
RK Kapoor T20
tournament.

The scores: Sporting Club
187/6 in 20 overs (Ekansh
Dobhal 61 n.o., Rohan Rathi
47, Ashish Hooda 3/37) lost
to ACC X1 189/6 in 19.3 overs
(Vaibhav Rawal 53, Lalit
Yadav 50, Shahbaz Ahmed
43, Pradeep Sangwan 2/36,
Yogesh Kumar 2/32).

Nikhil shines

Nikhil Tyagi top-scored
with 67 as Sporting Club
beat Venkateshwara
Academy by two wickets
in the 6th Harbeer
memorial under-19
tournament.

The scores: VCA 230/5in 40
overs (Aryan Dalal 101 n.o.,
Akshay Singh 85, Mayank
2/27) lost to Sporting Club
231/8 in 39.5 overs (Nikhil
Tyagi 67, Tarun 49, Ronak
Waghera 3/15).

contingent.

In view of increasing CO-
VID-19 cases, the Olympics
will be held under a state of
emergency in Japan without
spectators from July 23 to
August 8.

Malleswari

“When I look back at Syd-
ney Olympics, I sincerely
feel that I missed the gold be-
cause of a miscalculation by
the coach. Normally, in the
final lift, heavy weights are
not preferred,” she said.

“I realised later that in-
stead of going for 137kg and
missing it, if only I had at-
tempted either 132 or even
135 kg, I would have easily
won a gold,” she said. “Win-
ning an Olympic medal is so-
mething to cherish forever.
And, it was treated like gold
back home!”

The draw divided the
teams into two regions —
west comprising 23 west,
south and central participat-
ing teams as well as the east
which consists of 19 east and
ASEAN participating teams.

The 11 group winners and
four best second-placed
teams will qualify for the
finals.

While India is in Group E,
Jordan will host Group F that
also has Palestine and Turk-

torch relay was supposed to
stoke excitement about the
Games, but almost half the
legs have been off public
roads or otherwise altered
because of virus concerns.

Against the odds

Despite the disruptions,
Koike said the flame’s pas-
sage offered “hope” that she
said torchbearers would
“carry into the Olympic
stadium”.

When the cauldron is lit
on July 23, only dignitaries
and officials will be in the
stands at the 68,000-capaci-
ty National Stadium in cen-
tral Tokyo.

A decision on allowing
spectators at the Paralym-
pics will be taken after the
Olympics end.

Bhawana and
Irfan undergo
fitness tests

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Race walkers Bhawana Jat
and K.T. Irfan underwent
fitness tests on Friday
while another Olympic-
bound athlete M. Sreeshan-
kar will have to prove his
fitness on July 21 to confirm
participation in the Tokyo
Games.

Bhawana and Irfan, both
20km race walkers, and
long jumper Sreeshankar
were told by the Athletics
Federation of India (AFI) to
undergo tests to check
their competition fitness.
All the three are currently
training at the Sports Auth-
ority of India (SAI) centre
in Bengaluru.

“We cannot take unfit
athletes....have to check
when did the athletes qual-
ify for the Olympics, are
they injury-free or fit for
competition,” said AFI pre-
sident Adille Sumariwalla.

K.T. Irfan. =riLE PHOTO
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Saathl haath badhaana
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A good draw but it’s not
going to be easy: Sindhu

Have to give 100%: Sai Praneeth

Expect the best: Indian fans would be hoping that Sindhu
and Praneeth put on a good show in Tokyo. =FiLe PHOTO

BADMINTON

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

HYDERABAD

Rio Olympics silver medal-
list P.V. Sindhu believes that
she has a good draw but at
the same time it will be
tough competition with ev-
ery point being crucial in
the Tokyo Olympics.

“It’s a good draw in the
group stage. The Hong Kong
girl plays well and it’ll be a
good match. Everybody is
going to be in top form, I
hope I do well. Every match
is important so I will take it
match by match. This is the
Olympics and it is not going
to be easy. Each point is ve-
ry important,” said the
champion shuttler.

For his part, World cham-
pionship bronze medallist
B. Sai Praneeth said it was a
mixed draw, not so tough
and not so good. “I have to
be 100% to win all matches
and it will be a good match
for me.”

Sindhu and Praneeth may
square off against Japanese

shuttlers — World cham-
pionship bronze medallist
Akane Yamaguchi and
World No. 1 and two-time
World champion Kento Mo-
mota respectively in the
quarterfinal stage.

Boe hopeful

India’s doubles coach Math-
ias Boe is hopeful of getting
good results. “It’s a very
even group which means
even if you lose a match,
you are still in the game be-
cause nobody knows what
will happen,” said the Dane.

“We’ll focus on preparing
as much as possible in the
last few weeks. We will at-
tack on the court and hope-
fully, we will get good re-
sults. I am positive, it’s a
good challenge for us,” said
Boe.

BAI general secretary
Ajay Singhania said the
roadmap was drawn and
would give the Indians time
to work specifically on the
opponents and get prepared
before they leave for Tokyo.
“I'wish the entire contingent
all the best,” he said.

Oman and Kyrgyz Republic

menistan for company.

Group A consists of Syria,
host Qatar, Yemen and Sri
Lanka, while Islamic Repu-
blic of Iran, host Tajikistan,
Lebanon and Nepal will con-
test in Group B, according to
release issued by Asian Foot-
ball Confederation (AFC).

Iraq, the 2013 champion,
headlines Group C which
will be hosted by Bahrain
with Afghanistan and Mal-
dives also contesting.

Saudi Arabia, runner-up
in 2013 and 2020, will play in
Group D with Bangladesh,
host Kuwait and Uzbekistan,
which will participate in a
friendly capacity and its re-
sults will not be included in
the standings.

United Arab Emirates will
host Group E with Oman, In-
dia and Kyrgyz Republic
challenging it for the sole au-
tomatic spot available to the
finals while host Jordan have

Palestine and Turkmenistan
for company in Group F. Aus-
tralia was drawn in Group G
with China, host Indonesia
and Brunei Darussalam.

Korea Republic, the win-
ner of the 2020 edition, will
face ASEAN opposition in
host Singapore, Timor-Leste
and the Philippines in Group
H while 2018 runner-up Viet-
nam is with Myanmar, Hong
Kong and host Chinese Tai-
pei in Group I.

Sarri not intimidated by Mourinho's past success

Former Chelsea managers prepare to share the Stadio Olimpico next season

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MILAN

Jose Mourinho’s trophy cabi-
net may be bulging, but new
Lazio boss Maurizio Sarri
said on Friday that counts
for nothing as the former
Chelsea managers prepare
to share the Stadio Olimpico
next season.

Mourinho will coach Ro-
ma while Sarri takes charge
of city rival Lazio, both
housed in the same stadium
in the Italian capital.

“I can’t see this great dual-
ism with Mourinho,” Sarri
told a press conference in
the Italian capital.

“I met him and he is a
good character. He has won
much more than me, has a
higher pedigree than mine,
even if it doesn’t count for
anything. In the derby we
will do everything, and
more, to get through the
match.”

‘Special One’
Mourinho, 58, famously
dubbed himself ‘the Special

Maurizio Sarri.

C
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I can’t see this great
dualism with
Mourinho. I met him
and he is a good
character

One’ to announce his arrival
at Chelsea, which heled to a
first English league title in 50
years in 2005, going on to
win two more league titles,
and eight trophies in total in
Stamford Bridge.

The Portuguese, who has
won 25 trophies as a coach in
his career including the
Champions League with In-
ter Milan and Porto, signed
for Roma two weeks after be-
ing sacked by Tottenham.

The first

Sarri won his first coaching
trophy with Chelsea in the
Europa League in 2019 be-
fore moving to Juventus
where he won Serie A in
2000 before being
dismissed.

But the 62-year-old be-
lieves he has found the right
fit in Lazio, a team which has
won Serie A twice, most re-
cently in 2000.

“I chose Lazio for two rea-
sons — a personal one and a
sporting one,” said the Ita-
lian coach famed for his ‘Sar-
riball’ fast-paced, posses-
sion-based style brand of
attacking football at Napoli
from 2015-18.

“I'saw in this club the cha-
racteristics to express myself
at best. In this team I see the

»

conditions to play the foot-
ball I like.

“Lazio comes at a time
when I needed this type of
club, with these characteris-
tics, which could lead me to
do this job in the way that
suits me best.”

He added: “The club
wanted to me to sign a four-
year contract.

“I wanted it shorter be-
cause I want to be sure in
two years that I have the
same energy.

“We will play in a different
way, we will try to remain
competitive.”

Sarri takes over from Si-
mone Inzaghi who moved to
Serie A champion Inter Mi-
lan after five years in Rome.

Inzaghi beat Sarri’s Juven-
tus to lift the Italian Super
Cup in 2019 and also chal-
lenged for the Serie A title in
the 2019-2020 season before
finishing fourth after the co-
ronavirus disruption.

Lazio finished sixth last
season.

A ND-NDE
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