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Laws won't help to check
population growth: Nitish
PATNA

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar asserted on Monday
that it was not possible to
ensure population control
through laws. He was
reacting to Union Rural
Development Minister and
senior BJP leader Giriraj
Singh's call for a policy on
population control in Bihar,
similar to the one launched
by Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath.
NEWS » PAGE 9

Caught unawares: Floodwaters surging through a street in Mcleodganj, Himachal Pradesh,

following a cloudburst on Monday. The raging torrents damaged cars and buildings.
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Inflation remains above 6% in June

Fuel and light inflation touches 12.7%, oils, fats and eggs lead food price spike

On a high

Retail inflation eased slightly to 6.26% in June 2021,
against the 6.3% recorded in May, but remained above the
RBI's upper limit of 6% for the second consecutive month
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Panel studying trial data of new COVID-19 vaccine, say 0

BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN
NEW DELHI

The green signal for the
emergency use approval of
ZyCoV-D, the COVID-19 vac-
cine by Zydus Cadila for
those aged 12 and above, will
take a few more days, Union

Health Ministry officials said
on Monday.

The vaccine had shown
good results in the Phase-1
and Phase-2 trials, and the
data for the Phase-3 trials,
conducted in more than
28,000 volunteers, were be-

Thousands of Cubans
rally against govt.

They call for President to step down

A police car seen overturned after a protest against Cuban
President Miguel Diaz-Canel in Havana on Monday. =arp

REUTERS
HAVANA

Chanting “freedom” and
calling for President Miguel
Diaz-Canel to step down,
thousands of Cubans joined
street protests from Havana
to Santiago on Sunday in the
biggest anti-government de-
monstrations on the Com-

munist-run island in
decades.
The protests erupted

amid Cuba’s worst economic
crisis since the fall of the So-
viet Union, its former ally,
and a surge in coronavirus
infections, with people voic-
ing anger over shortages of
basic goods, curbs on civil li-
berties and the authorities’
handling of the pandemic.
Thousands gathered in
downtown Havana and
along parts of the seaside
drive, their shouts of “Diaz-
Canel step down” drowning
out groups of government
supporters brandishing the
Cuban flag and chanting “Fi-
del”. Special forces vehicles,
with machine guns mounted
on the back were seen
throughout the capital, Ha-
vana, and the police pre-

CcM
K

sence was heavy long after
protesters had gone home.
Mr. Diaz-Canel, who also
heads the Communist Party,
in a televised speech on Sun-
day afternoon, blamed the
unrest on old Cold War foe,
the U.S., which in recent
years tightened its decades-
old trade embargo on the is-
land. He said many protes-
ters were sincere but manip-
ulated by U.S.-orchestrated
social media campaigns and
“mercenaries” on the
ground, and warned that
further “provocations”
would not be tolerated, call-
ing on supporters to con-
front such “provocations”.
President Joe Biden said
the U.S. stands with the peo-
ple of Cuba. “We stand with
the Cuban people and their
clarion call for freedom and
relief from the tragic grip of
the pandemic and from the
decades of repression and
economic suffering to which
they have been subjected by

Cuba’s authoritarian re-
gime,” he said in a
statement.
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
After touching a six-month
high in May, retail inflation
remained virtually un-
changed in June at about
6.3%, staying out of the cen-
tral bank’s comfort zone for
the second month in a row.
Economists expect the Re-
serve Bank of India to revisit
its inflation estimate of 5.1%
for 2021-22 and stressed that
the lack of fiscal policy ac-
tion to cool prices could pre-
cipitate a faster unwinding of
RBI’s growth-supporting ap-
proach to interest rates.

ing examined by the Subject
Expert Committee, they said.
NITI Aayog member (Health)
V.K. Paul had recently said,
“If all goes well, this vaccine’s
supply will begin in
August-September.”

ZyCoV-D is a three-dose in-

With petroleum product
prices continuing to soar,
fuel and light inflation hit
12.7% in June from 11.9% in
May. Food inflation, which
had flared up from just 2% in
April to 5% in May, rose
further, led by a 34.8% infla-
tion rate for oils and fats and
19.4% for eggs. Inflation mea-
sured by the Consumer Price
Index declined by just four
basis points from May’s
6.30%, as per the National
Statistical Office. One basis
point equals 0.01%.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

tradermal vaccine, which is
to be administered using the
Pharmajet needle-free sys-
tem. The second and third
doses are to be administered
on the 28th and the 56th days
respectively. The Ministry re-
futed claims by the Delhi go-

In blow to Oli, Nepal SC directs
Deuba to be appointed PM

Court overturns President’s May 22 decision to dissolve House of Representatives

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KATHMANDU
Nepal’s Supreme Court on
Monday reinstated the
House of Representatives for
the second time in five
months, and directed Presi-
dent Bidya Devi Bhandari to
appoint Nepali Congress
chief Sher Bahadur Deuba as
Prime Minister by Tuesday.
A five-member Constitu-
tion Bench of the Supreme
Court, led by Chief Justice
Cholendra Shumsher Rana,
issued the verdict stating
that President Bhandari’s de-
cision to dissolve the Lower
House upon a recommenda-
tion of Prime Minister K.P.
Sharma Oli was an unconsti-
tutional act, delivering a
blow to the veteran Commu-
nist leader, who was prepar-
ing for snap elections.

Nepali Congress veteran

Mr. Deuba, 74, has served as
the Prime Minister on four
occasions; first from 1995 to
1997, then from 2001 to
2002, again from 2004 to
2005, and from 2017 to 2018.
Currently, he is the Leader of
the Opposition in the House.

The court also ordered
summoning a new session of
the House of Representatives
at 5 p.m. on July 18.

Chief Justice Rana said the
Bench has concluded that
party whip does not apply
when lawmakers take part in

vernment and several States
of shortage of vaccines.

It said more than 38.86
crore (38,86,09,790) doses
had been provided to the
States and the Union Territo-
ries so far through all sources
and a further 63,84,230 dos-

Twists and turns

KK.P. Sharma Oli, who dissolved Parliament twice in the past 8 months, suffered a setback
on Monday when the Supreme Court ordered to reinstate the legislature and appoint a

new PM. A brief timeline of the events in the Himalayan nation:

Dec. 20, 2020: Following a rift
in the ruling
Nepal Com-
munist Party,
& Prime Minister
| K.P. Sharma Oli
recommends
dissolution of
! = Parliament.
President Bidya Devi Bhandari
dissolves Parliament

Feb. 23, 2021: Supreme Court
reverses the decision of the
President

May 10: Oli loses confidence
vote after Parliament is
reconstituted

® He again advises the
President to dissolve
Parliament and hold new

the voting to elect a new
Prime Minister as per Article
76 (5) of the Constitution.

The Bench, which includ-
ed the senior-most Justices
Dipak Kumar Karki, Mira
Khadka, Ishwar Prasad Kha-
tiwada and Ananda Mohan
Bhattarai, had concluded
hearings last week.

President Bhandari had
dissolved the 275-member
Lower House on May 22 and
announced snap elections
on November 12 and 19.

Last week, the Election

1cials

es were in the pipeline. “Of
this, the total consumption,
including  wastages, s
37,31,88,834 doses [as per da-
ta available at 8 a.m. on Mon-
day],” it noted.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

elections, saying no party
had a majority to form a
new government

® He remains caretaker
Prime Minister

May 24: Opposition moves
the Supreme Court again

Commission had announced
the schedule for mid-term
elections despite the uncer-
tainty over polls.

Verdict welcomed

Welcoming the court ver-
dict, senior leader of the Ne-
pal Communist Party-UML
Madhav Kumar Nepal said,
“The Supreme Court has
done a commendable job.
This has saved the political
system that is in place. Since
the court has directly asked
to appoint Deuba as new

July 12: Supreme
Court orders
Parliament be
reconvened and ¥
Opposition leader [
Sher Bahadur
Deuba be
appointed as PM

Up in arms:
Police standing

. guard as
supporters of
K.P. Sharma Oli

- chant slogans
against the
Supreme

' Court's
decision in
Kathmandu on
Monday. « AFp

Prime Minister, we have no
role to play now.”

Under Mr. Madhav Nepal’s
leadership, 23 lawmakers of
the UML had put their signa-
ture in favour of Mr. Deuba’s
claim to the prime minister-
ship.

“Parliament has been
reinstated. We will now go to
Parliament,” he said. “The
court’s verdict has also
raised moral questions on
Oli’s actions.”

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Initiate contempt proceedings
against Haryana: DJB to SC

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Jal Board has
asked the Supreme Court to
initiate contempt proceed-
ings against two Haryana of-
ficials for “wilfully” disobey-

ing a court order to maintain
the water level at the Wazira-
bad reservoir at full capacity
to serve the drinking water
needs of the Capital.

DETAILS ON » PAGE 2
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SOCIOLOGY
OPTIONAL

UPENDRA SIR

Always Ahead

Batch Starting From

25th July 2021

——— Sociology Toppers ———

AIR 1(2005)  AIR 13 (2006)

S NAGARAJAN NILA

MOHNAN

be followed by LIVE Q&A session.
= Course Material Included.
= Course Duration: 4.5 Months.

Other Optionals Available
PSIR | GEOGRAPHY | ANTHROPOLOGY

0 011-45612719, 9910812719

AIR 4 (2015)

VANDANA
RAO
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@6

PUJYA SANJITA
PRIYADARSHANI MOHAPATRA

COURSE FEATURES:
= TABLET COURSE where Lecture will
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25 Pusa Road, 1Ist Floor, Karol Bagh, New Delhi - 110005

GS

Foundation
Course for
CSE 2022

Optional
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CSE 2021 & 22

Live-Online Classes

with Facility to convert
Online to Offline

« L-6 Batch: 21% June’21 (9:00 am to 12:00 noon)
« L-7 Batch: 1" July’21 (5:30 pm to 8:30 pm)

NEXT IRS

Features:

- Classes conducted by India’s top GS faculties.

- Systematic subject sequence and well-framed modules.

- Welldesigned comprehensive study material.

- Personalized & dedicated Academic Coach for academic

support.

- Mandatory weekly classroom tests and discussions.
- Weekly Current Affairs and newspaper analysis to integrate

current based approach.

- Unique concept of classroom workbooks.

Offline Classes

Spacious & sanitized classrooms
with COVID-19 safety protocols

« N-Batch: 5" August’21 (6:00 pm to 8:30 pm)

Note : In case offline classes are suspended due to COVID conditions then,
Live-online classes will be provided till offline classes resume.

= Economics
by Vibhas Jha Sir
17" June, 2021
(Live-Online classes)

Anthropology =
by Ayaz Khan Sir

18" October, 2021

(Online & Offline classes)

Sociology .
by Raj Kumar Rai Sir

18" October, 2021

(Online & Offline classes)

Engineering Optionals (CE, ME, EE) Online & Offline batches
commencing from 18" October, 2021

= Mathematics
by Maneesh Singh Sir
17" June, 2021
(Live-Online classes)

Geography

by Alok Ranjan Sir
(Founder, Digmani Education)
18" October, 2021
(Online & Offline classes)

Philosophy

by Dharmendra Sir

(Founder, Patanjali IAS)

18" October, 2021 (Offline classes)
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Sky gazers in
for a celestial
treat today

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Sky gazers are in for a cel-
estial treat as mars, venus
and the moon are set to
line up for a “triple con-
junction” that can be
viewed with the naked eye
today.

Nehru Planetarium will
be organising a talk on its
YouTube channel starting
at 6.30 p.m.on Tuesday for
students and space enthu-
siasts to join a discussion

and understand the
science behind  this
phenomenon.

“This rare celestial treat
will give a chance to all sky
gazers to watch these pla-
nets with naked eyes after
the sunset in the western
sky. Mars and venus will
appear to be just 0.5° from
each other from earth,” the
planetarium said.

DJB asks SC to initiate contempt

proceedings against Haryana

Itis acting in violation of the 1996 court order on Wazirabad reservoir water level

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Delhi Jal Board (DJB) has
asked the Supreme Court to
initiate contempt proceed-
ings against Haryana Chief
Secretary Vijai Vardhan and
the Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Irrigation and Water Re-
sources Department, Deven-
der Singh, for ‘wilfully’
disobeying a February 1996
order of the court to main-
tain the water level at the Wa-
zirabad reservoir at full ca-
pacity to serve the drinking
water needs of the Capital.
“Due to non-supply of
adequate water by Haryana,
the water level in the Wazira-
bad reservoir is only 31% full.
This has a possibility of trig-
gering a severe water crisis in

Delhi. The petitioner already
had to curtail water for sever-
al areas in Delhi, including
the President’s Estate, the
Parliament House and other
institutional and diplomatic
buildings as well as many re-
sidential areas,” the DJB sub-
mitted.

Seeking an urgent hear-
ing, it said Haryana was act-

Kejriwal's water connection will
be cut if crisis not resolved: BJP

Party workers protest outside DJB Chairman’s residence

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Several BJP cadres on Mon-
day staged a protest outside
the residence of Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) Chairman Sa-
tyendar Jain where they an-
nounced that Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal’s water con-
nection would be cut if the
water crisis in the Capital
did not end in 48 hours.
Protesting BJP workers ac-
cused the Aam Aadmi Party
government of earning mo-
ney by selling water and de-
manded the resignations of
Mr. Kejriwal and Mr. Jain.
The police lathicharged
the protesters and tried to
disperse them with water
cannons in which several

BJP workers, including State
BJP Yuva Morcha president
Vasu Rukhad sustained inju-
ries, the party stated.

“The BJP will cut the wa-
ter connection of Chief Mi-
nister Arvind Kejriwal’s
house if the water system in
Delhi is not corrected in the
next 48 hours,” Delhi BJP
president Adesh Gupta said.

Playing blame game

“According to the agreement
reached with Haryana, it is
to provide 500 MGD of wa-
ter every month, but even
though the Haryana govern-
ment is providing 640 MGD
of water per month, Raghav
Chadha and [Mr.] Kejriwal
are blaming the Haryana go-

vernment in order to hide
their shortcomings,” he
alleged.

Leader of the Opposition
in the Delhi Assembly Ram-
vir Singh Bidhuri alleged
that due to the “wrong and
corrupt” policies of the Kej-
riwal government, the DJB,
which was once running in
profit of ¥800 crore, had
been brought to the brink of
pauperisation.

“The Delhi government
has given ¥57,000 crore to
the board in the last years,
but out of this, no account of
326,000 crore is available.
Not only this, the board is
running at a loss of 32,000
crore every year,” Mr. Bidhu-
ri alleged.

ing in clear violation of the
court order in the Delhi Wa-
ter Supply and Sewage Dis-
posal Undertaking versus
State of Haryana case.

“This court had directed
that the water level at Wazi-
rabad reservoir has to be
kept full to its capacity by Ha-
ryana in order to meet the
drinking water needs of Del-
hi,” it stated.

Discharge of pollutants
The DJB had approached the
court to “immediately stop”
Haryana from discharging
pollutants into the Yamuna.
The increased ammonia
levels had impaired function-
ing of water treatment
plants, and drinking water
and health crises loomed

large in Delhi, it noted.

The DJB had also, in that
case, accused Haryana of not
releasing the full quantity of
water entitled to Delhi at Wa-
zirabad. In a petition in that
case, it alleged that the ac-
tions/inactions constituted a
violation of the principle of
cooperative federalism. It
amounted to an upper ripar-
ian State taking undue ad-
vantage of a shared river for
irrigation and industrial pur-
poses while effectively not al-
lowing a lower riparian State
to access water for drinking”.

Haryana had denied the
charges. An offshoot of the
case had been the decision of
the court to examine the is-
sue of river pollution, start-
ing with the Yamuna.

t ‘Lutyens Delhi may face water crisis

as Haryana not releasing fair share’

Lowest water level at Wazirabad barrage since 1965: Chadha

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
Delhi Jal Board (DJB) vice-
chairperson Raghav Chadha
on Monday said that areas
under the New Delhi Munici-
pal Council (NDMC), which
houses the Prime Minister’s
residence, the Supreme
Court, the High Court, and
many embassies, will also
face water crisis as Haryana
was allegedly not releasing
the share of water to Delhi.
“This move of the Harya-
na government is on the
verge of causing havoc in
Delhi. Even the Central Delhi
and NDMC areas of Delhi
which house the PM resi-
dence, the Supreme Court,
the High Court, the interna-
tional embassies — all will
face this crisis. The entire
Central Delhi, NDMC, Lu-

Raghav Chadha

tyens areas may see a water
crisis soon,” Mr. Chadha
said.

He claimed that Haryana
has withheld at least 120
MGD (million gallons per
day) of water that belongs to
Delhi and this has caused a
“huge water crisis” in Delhi.

“Today, the Haryana go-
vernment has impeded the
rights of the people of Delhi,
it has hindered the rightful

water supply of the citizens
of Delhi. They are not giving
us our rightful share of wa-
ter. They have stopped the
water in such a manner that
since 1965, this is the first
time that water levels have
been so low at the Wazirabad
barrage,” Mr. Chadha said.

After inspecting the Wazi-
rabad pond, the DJB V-C
said, “At the Wazirabad wa-
ter treatment plant, intake
of water is managed by tak-
ing water directly from the
Yamuna, this water is re-
leased by Haryana towards
the Wazirabad barrage. The
water is then treated and
supplied to the homes of the
people of Delhi. Normally,
this river is completely full.
Today we can see the river
has dried up, it looks like a
field.”

A city dependent on its neighbours for water

NIKHIL M BABU
NEW DELHI

Delhi is alandlocked city and
receives raw water from
neighbouring States. The wa-
ter is treated at various water
treatment plants (WTPs) be-
fore being supplied to the re-
sidents of the Capital.

Delhi receives water from
Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, and
Haryana. The largest share
of water comes from Harya-
na via the Yamuna through
three different channels.

When there is a fall in the
amount of raw water Delhi
gets from these three States,
it affects the water supply in
the national capital.

What is the problem?

Since Delhi gets the largest
share of water from the Ya-
muna, it has been a conten-
tious issue for a long time
between Delhi and Haryana.

DJB fined for inaction against Kondli sewage plant

Board to pay 35 lakh fine from June 1 till compliance of obligation, rules NGT

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The National Green Tribunal
has imposed a cost of 35 lakh
per month on the Delhi Jal
Board, from June 1 till the
date of compliance, for fail-
ing to take remedial action
against a deficient sewage
treatment plant in Kondli.

Shirking responsibility

A Bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice Adarsh
Kumar Goel noted that the

DJB was “shirking its respon-
sibility” to control the “bad
odour” emanating from the
STP.

“We do not understand
why the DJB is now shirking
its responsibility and taking
a contra stand that small
steps taken are enough and
no odour control system is
required. This stand is
against public interest and
non-compliance of order of
this tribunal,” it said.

The Bench observed, “Itis

G.B. PANT NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
/22 HIMALAYAN ENVIRONMENT (NIHE)

KOSI-KATARMAL, ALMORA - 263 643, UTTARAKHAND INDIA

Walk-in-Interview will be conducted on
22.07.2021 (10:00 hrs.) for purely project based
temporary positions of System Manager (01
No.) and Junior Project Fellow (01 No.) under
various project of the Institute. All candidates are
requested to maintain Social Distancing and to
wear masks during Interview.

For details (age, emoluments, qualification, etc.),
please see Institute website (www.gbpihed.gov.in).

Administrative Officer

the table: -
Sr. No.:-

Eligible Class:-D, C and B

www.hptenders.gov.in

HP/2304/21-22

Cross Drainage work, M/T, Drain and Parapets), Estimated cost Rs.:-
Starting date of downloading:- 16/07/2021, Earnest Money:- 68100.00, Deadline
for submission of bid:- 23/07/2021 up to 11.00 AM, Time Limit:- Two Months,

Himachal Pradesh Public Works Department
Phone No: 01896-227054, E-mail: ee-tis-hp@gov.in
“E-Procurement Notice”
Invitation for Bids (IFB)
The Executive Engineer, Tissa HPPWD Tissa-176316 on H.P. on behalf of Governor
of Himachal Pradesh, invites the items rate bids, in electronic tendering system from
the eligible class of contractors registered with HPPWD for the works as detailed in

1, Name of work:- C/o link road to Village Dharuin KM 0/0 to 0/800 (SH:

3404780.00,

The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department website

Executive Engineer
Tissa Division HPPWD

Tissa at Bhanjraru.

clear that the DJB has failed
to perform its obligation of
preventing odour at the STP
and only superficial steps
have been taken to claim
that odour has been con-
trolled. The problem has
been persisting for long but
plea of pandemic is being ta-
ken to justify inaction. Con-
trary to earlier commitment
of installing an effective sys-
tem, it is now stated that the
odour has been controlled

by spray...”

Stating that the DJB was
liable to pay a cost of Z5 lakh
per month, from June 1 till
compliance of orders, the
tribunal specified that DJB
CEO would be personally
responsible for compliance.

The directions came
when the panel was hearing
a plea moved by a residents’
welfare association which al-
leged that a foul smell was
emanating from the STP, as it
was not being operated in ac-
cordance to norms.

HC to hear pleas against
annual school fee order

Court asks Delhi govt. for response

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Monday posted the pleas
challenging its order allow-
ing private unaided schools
to collect annual and deve-
lopment charges from stu-
dents for the period after the
lockdown ended in the Cap-
ital last year to July 14.

The HC Bench asked the
Delhi government and other
parties concerned to give
their respective response on
the issue.

On June 7, the court had

Telephone No.01893-256602
Email-ee-fat-hp@nic.in

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

1.The Executive Engineer HPPWD Division, Fatehpur Distt Kangra H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P invites the item rate bid in
electronic tendering system from the eligible Class of contractors registered in HPPWD for the works as detailed in the table..

Annexure “A”

Sr. [Name of Work
No

Estimated
Cost

Starting
date for
download-
ing bid

Earnest
Money

Deadline |Time [Cost
for limit | of
submission Ten-
of bid der

Eligible
class of
Con-
tractor

hotNagalMalhanta
Plan for the year 2020-21

1. |Periodic Renewal of PMGSY Roads JagnoliMand-
road Annual Maintenance
(SH:- Providing and
laying 30mm single layer bituminous concrete
(HP0404VR006115204) km. 2/0 to 3/0)

Rs.9,64,713/- (28.07.2021

10.30 AM

Rs.19,294/-

12.08.2021|One | 500/-
5.00 PM Month

D&C

2. |Periodic Renewal of PMGSY Roads Dehri to village |Rs.24,12,576/- |-do-
Sakoh road Annual Maintenance Plan for the year
2020-21  (SH:- Providing and laying 30mm single
layer bituminous concrete (HP0410VR008218203)
km. 0/0 to 1/0, 1/0 to 2/0 , 2/0 to 2/420 and inter-
locking pavers block at RD 0/190 to 0/250, 0/390 to
0/440, 0/770 to 0/860 and 1/540 to 1/570)

Rs.43,700/- | -do- -do-

500/-|D&C

3. |Balance work for Periodic Renewal of PMGSY |Rs.20,56,265/- |-do-
Road Moukher to Husiana road Annual Mainte-
nance Plan for the year 2020-21 (SH:- Providing
and laying 30mm single layer bituminous concrete
(HP0404VR008815302) km. 2/200 to 4/350)

Rs.41,125/- |-do- -do-

500/-|D&C

13.08.2021.

HP/2282/21-22

The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department wel

On behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh

bsite www.hptenders.gov.in.and opned on

Executive Engineer
HPPWD Division Fatehpur
Tele:-01893-256602
e-mail:-ee-fat-hp@nice.in

CcM
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sought responses of the Ac-
tion Committee Unaided Re-
cognised Private Schools,
which represents over 450
schools, on the appeals of
Delhi government, students
and NGO, ‘Justice for All’,
challenging the court’s May
31 order.

The court had earlier de-
clined to put on hold the
May 31 order allowing priv-
ate unaided schools to col-
lect annual and develop-
ment charges from students
for the period after the lock-
down ended.

‘Universities
should charge
only tuition fee’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The National Students’ Un-
ion of India on Monday de-
manded that universities
should charge only tuition
fees from students as they
continue to function in on-
line mode. It demanded a
reduction to provide relief
to students during the
pandemic.

NSUI national secretary
Nitish Gaur said that sever-
al universities are asking to
pay undue funds which is
nothing but exploitation.

Residents of Sanjay Camp fill water from a tanker. =FiLe PHOTO

The Yamuna originates in
Yamunotri glacier in the Hi-
malayas and travels through
Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pra-
desh, Uttarakhand, Harya-
na, Rajasthan and Delhi be-
fore its confluence with the
Ganga. The stretch of the riv-
er from its origin to Okhla in
Delhi is called the “Upper Ya-
muna”. In 1994, a Memoran-
dum of Understanding

(MoU) was signed by the five
basin States of the Yamuna,
including Delhi and Harya-
na, for sharing of water of
upper Yamuna.

In 1995, the Centre
formed the Upper Yamuna
River Board (UYRB) to regu-
late allocation of Yamuna
water which flows through
these States.

However, Delhi and Ha-

ryana have been at logger-
heads over the allocation of
Yamuna water — especially
during summers — with Del-

EXPLAINER

hi complaining that it is get-
ting less water from Haryana
and the latter denying it
most times.

Current issue

During the past one week,
the Delhi Jal Board (DJB),
which manages water supply
in Delhi, has been complain-
ing that it has been getting
about 120 Million Gallons per
Day (MGD) less raw water
from Haryana for the past
many days.

DJB Vice Chairperson
Raghav Chadha claimed the
water released by Haryana is
so less that water levels at
Wazirabad Barrage, a point

Clear stand on CHRI getting
foreign funds: HC to Centre

People cannot be allowed to suffer during pandemic: court

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Monday asked the Centre to
clarify whether it would al-
low the Commonwealth Hu-
man Rights Initiative (CHRI)
to receive foreign contribu-
tions in spite of suspension
of its registration and conse-
quent freezing of bank
account.

“Get instructions. Other-
wise, I'll pass an order,” Jus-
tice Rekha Palli said while
asking the Centre whether it
would allow the organisa-
tion to utilise its existing
funds for payment of salar-
ies and meeting other ex-
penses. Justice Palli re-
marked that people cannot
be allowed to suffer during
the time of pandemic. The
High Court will hear the case
again on July 19.

CHRI had moved the
court challenging a June 7
order passed by the Home

Ministry, suspending its re-
gistration for 180 days.

Senior advocate Arvind
Datar, representing CHRI,
said the suspension of NGO’s
registration was dispropor-
tionate to the alleged viola-
tions of the Foreign Contri-
bution (Regulation) Act of
2010 (FCRA Act).

CHRI has said that the sus-
pension order was “unrea-

sonable, manifestly arbi-
trary, excessive and
disproportionate, on the

face of it being based on
wholly incorrect facts and
for violating basic principles

‘L-G committee points to
grave lapses in DTC deal

BJP writes to Baijal, seeks CBI inquiry

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The BJP on Monday wrote to
Lieutenant-Governor  Anil
Baijal demanding a CBI in-
quiry into the alleged DTC
bus scam, worth 5,000
crore, highlighting some of
the “grave observations”
made by a committee
formed to assess it.

BJP Rohini MLA Vijender
Gupta, who filed the com-
plaint, said the committee
had recommended scrap-
ping the tender of the AMC
of buses pointing to a “crimi-
nal conspiracy” and “conni-
vance between the bus sup-
pliers and the transport
minister” in the tendering

process. “The committee
detected a fraud in eligibility
conditions of this tender and
noted that it is apparent that
splitting the tender between
purchase of buses and pur-
chase of AMC of the buses
did not make any difference
to the number of players ap-
plying to the tender for the
AMC contract,” he stated.

The tender for the AMC
was done by the DTC itself to
“commit a fraud of 3,500
crores” and it did not ap-
point a consultant. The pa-
nel finding in this issue is
proof of criminal conspiracy
which can be unearthed by
the CBI only, Mr. Gupta
stated.

of natural justice”. It said the
suspension order has “com-
pletely paralysed” its func-
tioning, “threatens the liveli-
hood of its employees and
casts a stigma on its
reputation”.

Drastic measure

“A 180-day suspension is a
drastic measure that threa-
tens the very existence of
the petitioner (CHRI), apart
from causing great harm to
its reputation built painstak-
ingly over three decades.
The consequent freezing of
petitioner’s receipt and utili-
sation bank accounts have
severely  restricted its
planned programme activi-
ties,” its petition said.

CHRI said it was not in a
position to pay salaries to its
40 staff members and con-
sultants, whose livelihoods
depend on it, especially in
these difficult times precipi-
tated by the pandemic.

along the flow of the Yamuna
in Delhi, is the lowest since
1965.

As per the DJB, due to
shortage of water, the capac-
ity of Chandrawal WTP has
come down to 55 MGD from
90 MGD; Wazirabad WTP to
80 MGD from 135 MGD; and
Okhla WTP to 12 MGD from
20 MGD.

What now?
The issue is expected to be
settled shortly as Haryana
has released about 1800 cu-
secs of water for 24 hours on
Sunday, as per DJB officials.
It takes about two to three
days for this water to reach
Delhi and it is expected to
solve the current water is-
sue. On Sunday, Haryana re-
leased more water and the
shortfall in Delhi’s share has
dropped to 65 MGD from 120
MGD, as per DJB officials.

- Authorities
~ briefly close
Janpath Market

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Janpath Market was
briefly closed on Sunday
evening for not following
social distancing mea-
sures. It was allowed to re-
open on Monday after a re-
view meeting.

Meanwhile, the Capital
reported 45 new COVID-19
cases in the past 24 hours,
taking the tally to 14,35,128
on Monday.

Three fatalities were al-
so reported, pushing the
death toll to 25,018.

A total of 55,019 tests
were done in a day and the
test positivity rate (TPR)
was 0.08%. Of the total cas-
es, 14,09,417 people have
recovered and there are
only 693 active cases.

A total 0f 10,852 doses of
vaccines were adminis-
tered in the city on Sunday
and the vaccine stock will
last for less than a day, as
per a vaccination bulletin
by the Delhi government.

On April 20, the city had
reported a record 28,395
cases. On April 22, the case
positivity rate was 36.2%.

Congress for thorough

probe into DTC contract
‘File FIRs against those found guilty’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Congress on Mon-
day said that it would ap-
proach the Central Vigilance
Commission or the Central
Bureau of Investigation if
the Central government
does not order a thorough
probe into the purchase of
1,000 buses by the Delhi
Transport Corporation and
awarding of the mainte-
nance contract for them.
Delhi Congress chief Ch.
Anil Kumar said the party
will approach the investigat-
ing agencies with relevant
papers so that a thorough
probe could be conducted.
He added that on the basis

This PDF was orlglmy uploaded to Brills Express Official (https://t.me/The_Hindu_Express) before anyone else. Don't forget to join backup channel @Theh,JOOO

of the findings of a three-
member probe panel consti-
tuted by the L-G, FIRs
should be filed against those
found guilty.

“The three-member
probe committee, constitut-
ed by 1-G Anil Baijal, had re-
commended that the 12-year
Annual Maintenance Con-
tract [AMC], worth 33,413
crore, for the proposed
1,000 low-floor buses
awarded by the Delhi Tran-
sport  Corporation be
scrapped. In its 11-page re-
port, the committee ob-
served that the evaluation
criteria adopted by the DTC
seems to be flawed,” Mr. Ku-
mar said.
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Timings
DELHI
TUESDAY, JUL. 13
RISE  05:33 SET 19:22
RISE 08:22 SET 21:59
WEDNESDAY, JUL. 14
RISE  05:33 SET 19:22
RISE 09:22 SET 22:34
THURSDAY, JUL. 15
RISE 05:34 SET 19:21
RISE 10:22 SET 23:08

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 38 27
Safdarjang 38 27
Palam 37 27

Delhi Palam Today

34°C Light rain and thunder-
shower likely at some places
with cloudy sky and gusty
winds.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
34°C A spells of rain and
thundershower likely at some
places with mainly cloudy sky
A warm and humid day would
prevail.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.
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Teen critical
after being
hit with axe

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A day prior to her birth-
day, a 16-year-old girl was
attacked with an axe on
Monday near south Moti
Bagh jhuggi in the city, the
police said.

They received a PCR call
at South Campus police
station regarding the inci-
dent at 1.20 p.m. The pol-
ice found that the teenager
was hit by a man named
Praveen alias Pradeep with
an axe. Pradeep, who is in
his early 20s, is a resident
of the same area.

The girl, who had inju-
ries on her eyebrows, was
rushed to Safdarjung hos-
pital where she is undergo-
ing treatment. “Her condi-
tion is serious, “ said an
officer. A case under the
relevant section has been
registered and a manhunt
is on for the accused.

The victim is a student
of Class XI. Her father
works as a security guard,
the officer said, adding
that it appears to be one-
sided love affair.

CBlunearthsracketin - Third accused held from

allotment of DDA plots

Over 80 unauthorised deals detected

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The CBI has unearthed a ma-
jor racket in unauthorised
allotment of Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) plots
in Madanpur Khadar by its
officials in connivance with
touts and brokers.

The agency has so far de-
tected 85 unauthorised en-
tries of plots in the land-
management records.

Among those named as
accused are then DDA Land
Management Branch’s Assis-
tant Director, Sudhanshu
Ranjan, then Senior Secreta-
riat Assistant, Ajeet Kumar
Bhardwaj, and former secur-
ity guard Darwan Singh, be-
sides Igbal Hussain, Sunil
Kumar Meena, Sapan Ku-
mar, Jamaluddin, Rajwant
Singh and Shakuntla Devi.

In August last year, the
agency had arrested Mr.
Ranjan and the other two
DDA officials for allegedly re-
ceiving %1 lakh in bribe from
a person buying a plot.

The latest case is an out-

Man found dead on rail tracks,
family claims custodial death

He had been picked up for questioning earlier in the day

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 50-year-old man was found
dead at railway tracks after
he was picked up for ques-
tioning in south-east Delhi’s
Ambedkar Nagar, the police
said on Monday. His family
has alleged custodial death.

DCP (South) Atul Thakur
said Yogesh Gupta from Ma-
dangir was “asked to join in-
vestigation” in a complaint
lodged against him.

A man named Neeraj Pa-
hadia complained that Gupta
was running a committee in
which he invested 12.23
lakh. But now Gupta closed
the committee without re-
turning the money to mem-
bers, Pahadia complained.

‘Settle the matter’

The police said the inquiry
was entrusted to an officer.
During inquiry, the complai-
nant and the accused had as-

Two accused
of damaging
Red Fort
granted bail

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Monday
granted bail to two men ar-
rested in a case filed by the
Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) alleging their
complicity in damaging
Red Fort during the Repu-
blic Day violence this year.

Accused Boota Singh
and Gurjot Singh were ar-
rested on July 8. The arrest
was made on the day Boota
was granted bail in another
matter related to the vio-
lence. Gurjot was admitted
on bail in the same matter a
day after his arrest in the
ASI case.

While granting relief,
Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate (CMM) Gajender
Singh Nagar said the duo
has been made accused in
both cases on the basis of
the same act and no specif-
icrole s attributed to them.

Deep Sidhu

Actor-activist Deep Sidhu,
who is accused of being the
key conspirator of the vio-
lence, was also arrested in
this case moments after be-
ing released from jail in
another case related to the
incident.

He and several other ac-
cused appeared before
CMM Nagar via video con-
ferencing on Monday.

The CMM directed the
police to supply chargesh-
eet to all the accused and
listed the matter for further
hearing on July 22.

The SI had picked
up my father
without a warrant
and he had been
troubling him for a
month now

SHIVAM
Victim's son

C

sured to settle the matter am-
icably. “On July 11, the
complainant and the accused
joined the enquiry again at
the police station. After en-
quiry, Gupta left the police
station at 8 p.m.,” Mr. Thakur
said. The police said Gupta’s
family approached the police
station at 10.30 p.m., saying
that he had not reached
home after which a missing
report was registered on
Monday.

The police then started a
search launch following
which they were informed by
GRP Faridabad that Gupta
had allegedly taken his life by

jumping in front of a train at
Old Faridabad Railway Sta-
tion.

Gupta’s son Shivam said
his father was picked up by a
Sub-Inspector on Sunday af-
ternoon. “My father was a
heart patient. We kept wait-
ing from afternoon to even-
ing at the police station, ask-
ing for our father but we
were not allowed to meet
him. In the evening, we were
told to leave. They said he
would return home in half an
hour. When he did not, the
officers told us that he had
left the station two hours
ago,” he said. Shivam said his
father was killed inside the
police station and then
thrown at the tracks. “The SI
had picked up my father
without a warrant and he
had been troubling him for a
month now,” the son alleged.

Mr. Thakur said: “Enquiry
into the matter is ongoing.”

Is it wrong to have political
affiliation, asks Ishrat Jahan

Ex-councillor seeks bail in riots case

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Former Congress councillor
Ishrat Jahan — arrested un-
der the stringent Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA) — on Monday sought
bail in the north-east Delhi
riots conspiracy case, ask-
ing before a court here
whether it was wrong to
have a political affiliation.

“There is no evidence. Is
it wrong to have a political
affiliation? What wrong have
I committed? Stifling voices
were the reason behind im-
posing UAPA. UAPA must be
scrutinised,” said advocate
Pradeep Teotia, appearing
for Ishrat Jahan before Addi-
tional Sessions Judge Ami-
tabh Rawat.

Ms. Jahan has served as
Congress councillor from
2012-17 and has been a

member of the AICC, ac-
cording to her sister Sarwer
Jahan.

Mr. Teotia argued bail
plea for her on the grounds
that there is no evidence to
show her connection with
the co-accused and that the
witnesses are planted.

During the course of pro-
ceedings, the advocate ob-
jected to the prosecution’s
allegations that Ishrat Jahan
helped in financing the prot-
est and violence, saying that
they have just weaved a sto-
ry and that there was no
change in the pattern of her
expenditure before and dur-
ing the violence.

Meanwhile, Special Pu-
blic Prosecutor Amit Prasad
asked for the supply of the
video relied upon by the
counsels of the accused.
Next hearing on July 23.

come of the probe into the
earlier one. It is alleged that
Mr. Ranjan and the other
DDA employees under scru-
tiny took bribes from brok-
ers and touts to show allot-
ment of plots in Madanpur
Khadar in the office records.

A private person named
Sapan Kumar was roped in
to make the entries in the
land-management registers.

He would also put his
thumb impression, project-
ing himself as an allottee.

The agency has extracted
a recorded conversation
from Mr. Ranjan’s mobile
phone in which he, while
talking to a DDA data entry
operator on May 6, 2020, al-
legedly confessed to having
committed the offence.

The bribe amount would
be decided by him and at his
instance, the other two ac-
cused DDA employees
would receive it. In order to
evade detection and any lia-
bility in the future, the ac-
cused officials would create
backdated records.

'M.P. in Kitty murder case

Accused blaming each other during separate questioning: DCP

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The police on Sunday arrest-
ed the third accused in Kitty
Kumaramangalam murder
case and recovered jewellery
worth 50 lakh from the ac-
cused, said officials on
Monday.

DCP (South-West) Ingit Pra-
tap Singh said the accused —
Suraj Budhe (36), a resident
of Mahipalpur — has been ar-
rested from Madhya Pra-
desh’s (M.P.) Tikamgarh.

Technical surveillance was
mounted on the mobile
phone that Suraj was using
and its last location was found
to be in Jaipur after which the
device was switched off, said
an officer. Under the supervi-
sion of Assistant Commission-
er of Police Rakesh Dixit, a
team reached Jaipur.

“The area was full of hotels
and all of them were exa-
mined. One hotel informed
that Suraj and his family had
checked in but had left. CCTV

78 girls found living in
cramped, dirty rooms

Minister inspects private shelter home

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A private shelter home
where 78 girls live was found
having “very small” and
overcrowded rooms, the
Delhi government said on
Monday, adding that CO-
VID-19 protocols were also
not being followed.

“The home was closed
from all sides giving it the
appearance of a jail. The su-
perintendent said several
children and employees had
been infected with CO-
VID-19 and some had to be
hospitalised. Most of the
children and workers were
not wearing masks and so-
cial distancing was not be-
ing maintained,” an official
statement said.

The issue came to light
during an inspection by Wo-
men and Child Develop-
ment Minister Rajendra Pal
Gautam and DCW chief Swa-
ti Maliwal at the shelter

home in Kamla Nagar.

No coolers

“The coolers were not work-
ing, forcing the children to
sit in scorching heat. The
rooms were also dirty and
there were no sanitation
workers due to which the
children were made to clean
their own rooms. There is
no space for children to play
outdoors within the shelter
home and the children are
not allowed to go out forcing
them to stay indoors all the
time in a suffocating envi-
ronment,” the statement
read. The kitchen was also
“very dirty”.

The home also did not
have enough computers and
phones for children to at-
tend online classes.

“I have ordered the offi-
cials to ensure the children
get good facilities and their
education does not suffer
due,” the Minister said.

Pollce near the V|ct|m s
residence in Vasant Vihar. =
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footage was examined and a
taxi driver was found along
with Suraj,” said the officer.

Accused buys new phone
The police then tracked the
driver who said Suraj had
bought a new mobile phone.
Details of the phone were
then obtained, and technical
surveillance was mounted on
it, the officer said. Initially,
there was no movement on
the phone, but it was even-
tually used and immediately
tracked to M.P.

A team then rushed to Ti-
kamgarh and with the help of

M.P. Police, they raided the
suspected hideout and found
Suraj with his wife and chil-
dren at his brother-in-law
Chhotu Adiwasi’s house.
There were arguments with
locals when police tried to
make the arrest, but the M.P.
Police soon helped pacify the
situation.

Mr. Singh said 520g gold
with diamonds, 400g silver,
39,020 cash and a phone have
been recovered from his pos-
session.

“The accused said they
had thought that house help
Mithila had been killed before
they fled. When questioned
separately, they are all blam-
ing each other,” Mr. Singh
said.

Kitty was found dead at
her residence on the night of
July 6 when she and Mithila
were at home. On Mithila’s
statement, the police regis-
tered a case and arrested Kit-
ty’s washerman Raju and his
accomplice Rakesh Raj.

Dog dies after
- being shot
- with airgun

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A dog died after it was al-
legedly shot at with an air-
gun in south-east Delhi’s
Nizamuddin, the police
said on Monday.

DCP (South-East) R.P.
Meena said a case has been
registered under Section
428 (whoever commits
mischief by killing, poison-
ing, maiming, or rendering
useless any animal) of the
Indian Penal Code and un-
der relevant sections of
Cruelty to Animal Act.

“Post-mortem of the
dog has been conducted
and further investigation is
under way,” Mr. Meena
said.

A senior officer said
they received a complaint
about the incident from
one Shobha Malholtra —
animal welfare volunteer.

The incident happened
10 days ago.

“Three lead pellets were
found in the dog, Brow-
nie’s spine, stomach and
chest area,” the complai-
nant told police.

Church built on govt. land demolished

Letter and notices were duly served to the encroachers: DM

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

A church, which was built on
government land in Chattar-
pur in south Delhi, was de-
molished on Monday, auth-
orities said.

“The land belongs to the
government. However, it
was encroached by some pe-
ople by installing religious
structures. Overtime, the
encroached area started in-
creasing in the garb of the
expansion of the religious
structure. Therefore, BDO

office tried to undertake the
demolition of the unauthor-
ised structures,” said District
Magistrate (South), Ankita
Chakravarty.

“However, the encroach-
ers approached National Hu-
man Rights Commission
from where the matter was
transferred to the religious
committee. Thereafter, a let-
ter was received from the
Home Police-II Department
dated 03/03/2021 where
they cited the High Court or-
der of 2015 in WPC no 5234/

2011 wherein it was directed
to demolish the entire con-
struction above the ground
floor as well as portions of
the ground where idols are
not installed or placed with-
out waiting for the decision
of the religious committee,”
the District Magistrate said.
She said that the demoli-
tion drive was taken up in
pursuance of the letter and
notices were duly served to
the encroachers and the de-
molition was successfully
carried out on Monday.

Extend scheme to all BCD members: HC

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has
ruled that the Chief Minis-
ter’s Advocates’ Welfare
Scheme shall be extended to
all advocates registered with
the Bar Council of Delhi
(BCD), whose names and
credentials are verified,
without insistence of ID
showing residence in Delhi.

6 men held for duping people by
promising ‘negative COVID report’

Accused used to target labourers coming from Gulf countries

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Six men have been arrested
in Central Delhi for allegedly
robbing labourers coming
from Gulf countries on the
pretext of providing them
with COVID-19 negative re-
ports, the police said on
Monday.

The accused — Vijay Bhan
Pandey, Deepak, Sanjeev Ku-
mar, Harish Singh, Raju Shah
and Sunder - told the victims
that to travel by train, they
need a COVID negative report
and the one provided by the
Delhi airport was invalid.

Complainant Mohammad
Wahi Vasi, a labourer in Ri-
yadh, Saudi Arabia, on Friday
had returned to India to visit
his hometown in West Bengal
(W.B.) along with four others.
After landing at Delhi airport,

Muslim women ‘sold’ via mobile

‘Unless action is
taken, harassment
will not end’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
We were targeted for being
Muslim women and being vo-
cal on social media, say wo-
men who were ‘sold’ online
on a mobile application
whose name uses a derogato-
ry term for Muslim women.
Last week, the Delhi Police
Cyber Cell registered an FIR
against the app for sharing

images of the women with-

out their consent. It also sent
a notice to the web platform
that hosted the app.

“A friend sent me a tweet
last week with a link to an
app that was conducting an
online sale of Muslim wo-
men. I clicked on the link,
which took me to the homep-
age with a message that read
‘ind your [derogatory
term]’. When I clicked on
that message, a picture of a
woman would appear de-
scribing it as the deal of the
day. That’s how I found my

picture there as well as pic-
tures of some of my friends,”
says Hana Mohsin Khan, a
commercial pilot.

She counted at least 83 im-
ages on the portal.

“Accompanying the pic-
ture was a button that would
allow you to share it, imply-
ing that men could share me
among themselves. It was
quite disgusting.”

Muslim women are easy
prey for online hatred and
such incidents are all too
common, they say.

To Ms. Khan’s surprise, an

they headed towards New
Delhi Railway Station.

At the station, they were
approached by a man who
told them that to travel by
train, they require a negative
COVID report. To this, Mr. Va-
si told them that they already
had the one provided at the
Delhi airport. The accused
then told him that the airport
report was not valid for train
travel.

The victims were then ta-
ken to an office in Paharganj
where they were informed
that their reports will be rea-
dy by next day. They were al-
so told that their train to Kol-
kata will depart at 12.30 p.m.
and they can collect their re-
ports by 11.30 a.m. from the
office. The accused had also
arranged night accommoda-
tion for them.

innocuous post from her on
Twitter last year on her love
for flying, too, had invited
hatred and vitriol.

“For some this may be a
new experience, but I have
been a target for nearly a
year,” says Sania Ahmad, a
34-year-old journalist, whose
picture too was posted on the
mobile application.

“I called out a few Twitter
accounts last year for auc-
tioning pictures of Pakistani
women. Ever since, the own-
er of the account and his mi-
nions have been hounding

On Saturday at 11.30 a.m.,
the victims reached the office
where six persons were pre-
sent. They were shown their
reports and asked to pay 897
Saudi Riyal. When they re-
fused to pay, one of the ac-
cused took out a country-
made pistol while another
took out a knife. The complai-
nants were made hostages
and beaten up.

The accused robbed them
of their 3,500 Saudi Riyal and
17,970 along with other va-
luables. The accused later
threatened the complainants
with dire consequences and
snatching of their passports if
they approach the police.

It was revealed that the ac-
cused had robbed hundreds
of people coming from the
Gulf with similar modus ope-
randi in the past year.

me, running polls and bid-
ding on me as well as issuing
gangrape threats to me,” Ms.
Ahmad says. She and others
urge that the impunity en-
joyed by the abusers must
end, else the harassment will
only worsen.

In May, around Id, Hasiba
Amin was similarly ‘auc-
tioned” on Twitter. “Bids
were called for me, starting
from $1, then there were peo-
ple who placed their bids us-
ing my picture and I was
‘sold’ for 77 paise,” she says.
Though she has filed an FIR,

The scheme has already
enabled insurances for thou-
sands of advocates in Delhi,
Justice Justice Prathiba M.
Singh said. “However, the
condition in the scheme that
it would be applicable only
to residents of Delhi with vo-
ter IDs is held to be discrim-
inatory and arbitrary as the
sub-classification from
amongst the advocates en-

rolled with the BCD, has no
rational nexus with the ob-
ject to be achieved,” it
remarked.

“The unique nature of
Delhi-NCR is that several ad-
vocates primarily practising
in Delhi’s courts and tribu-
nals and are also voters in
Bar Associations may reside
in and around Delhi,” the
court said.

Faith conversion: petition
seeks privacy for woman

‘Remove news reports revealing name’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Monday asked the News
Broadcasting Standards
Authority to respond to a pe-
tition claiming publication
of malicious content over a
32-year-old woman from Ut-
tar Pradesh converting from
Hinduism to Islam.

Justice Rekha Palli also
sought response from Zee
Media and Navbharat Times
on the petition.

The court also took on re-
cord the assurance provided
by Delhi Police that protec-
tion would be extended to
the woman, currently resid-
ing in Delhi, following her
apprehension of being taken
away to U.P. by its agencies.

Advocate Tanya Agarwal,
representing the woman,
said that she had converted

app flag growing online abuse

there is yet to be any action.

“I think it is very obvious
that the reason this has hap-
pened to any of us is because
we are Muslim women and
most of us are vocal. It is a
combination of misogyny
and Islamophobia. There is
an image of Muslim women
of being oppressed, sitting in
their houses and not allowed
to speak. But this image has
been shattered through diffe-
rent protests led by Muslim
women and that is why they
are coming after us,” Ms.
Amin fears.

to Islam on her own free
will. After she received her
conversion certificate and
published an advertisement
in newspapers regarding
change of name and reli-
gion, she started receiving
threats. Media reports were
also published revealing her
name and identity, she said.

Her petition stated that
“several news reports ap-
peared in newspapers and
news portals in U.P. with re-
gard to the conversion of the
petitioner, giving absurd and
imaginary details”.

The plea sought that the
reports be taken down im-
mediately for the protection
of her privacy and dignity.

The court, however, clari-
fied that it was not inclined
to issue notice to the U.P. go-
vernment and its police at
this stage.
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BJP leaders
‘released’ after
HC order

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHANDIGARH
Around a dozen BJP lead-
ers ‘detained’ for nearly 12
hours by protesting farm-
ers at a house in Patiala’s
Rajpura were released ear-
ly Monday following a Pun-
jab and Haryana High
Court order, officials said.
Scores of protesting
farmers had on Sunday
laid siege to a BJP worker’s
house where several party
leaders, including Punjab
unit general secretary Sub-
hash Sharma and Patiala
in-charge Bhupesh Aggar-
wal, were also present.
The BJP leaders peti-
tioned the Punjab and Ha-
ryana High Court, saying
they were illegally ‘de-
tained’ by amob at a house
in Rajpura. The court di-
rected the police to ensure
the petitioners are provid-

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

The Samyukt Kisan Morcha
(SKM), a joint coalition of
farmer unions, strongly
condemned the “misuse” of
university campuses in Ha-
ryana for political activities
by the ruling Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party, said Inderjit Singh,
vice-president, All-India Ki-
san Sabha, Haryana, on
Monday.

Speaking at the Tikri bor-
der, Mr. Singh said the BJP
had found a safe resort in
various university campus-
es for party meetings after
having boycotted by the pe-
ople. He called upon the en-
tire university community
to raise its voice against the
attempts of the BJP to “take
over and saffronise centres
of higher education”.

“On Saturday, it was the
Guru Jambheshwar Univer-
sity of Science and Technol-

- L

i

Farmers protesting against the Centre's new farm laws at the
Delhi-Haryana border. =FiLe pHoTO: AP

ogy in Hisar, while they held
a party district executive
meeting at Chaudhary Devi
Lal University campus at Sir-
sa on Sunday, where they
had to face stiff resistance
from protesting farmers,”
said Mr. Singh.

He also condemned in

strongest terms the criminal
conduct of a man allegedly
making obscene gestures to-
wards protesting women
farmers at the GJU Hisar
Gate number 3 from a car al-
legedly occupied by Hansi
MLA Vinod Bhayana and
former Minister Manish

ed a safe exit.

35 lakh transferred to Haryana villager's KCC account

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) has initiated a
probe into an case in which
a Haryana villager last year
discovered that %5 lakh had
been transferred to his Ki-
san Credit Card (KCC) ac-
count from an unknown
source.

The account holder, who
sought the probe, was later
found lodged in a Hisar jail
in another case instituted by
the local police.

In his complaint, Ajaib
Singh — a resident of Musa
Khera village in Haryana's
Fatehabad — said that the
amount was credited to his
KCC account with the Toha-
na branch of Allahabad
Bank (now merged with the
Indian Bank) on August 25,

2020. Six days later, he with-
drew 34.90 lakh.

As alleged, a person then
turned up at Ajaib Singh’s
residence on September 8,
2020, and told him that the
amount was credited to his
account at the instance of
the branch manager, Amit
Sharma, and that he should
return it.

Complaint lodged
Subsequently, according to
Ajaib Singh, the manager
lodged a complaint against
him with the Jakhal police
station and pressured him
to give back the money.
Ajaib Singh alleged that
he was threatened with a le-
gal case and made to pay
%3.50 lakh to the manager at
the police station on Sep-
tember 8, and he had to

“BJP misusing varsity campuses’ -

Party meetings being held in them in Haryana to escape boycott: farmers’ body

Grover. “However, no case
under relevant sections of
indecent and obscene ges-
tures has been so far regis-
tered by Hisar police despite
a written complaint filed by
farmers,” said Mr. Singh.

‘Abuse of institutions’

He said that the SKM want-
ed to make it clear that it
would not allow university
campuses to be trans-
formed into party fiefdom
of the BJP and organise
peaceful protests to stop
them from going on with
this ‘abuse’ of academic
institutions.

He added that the SKM
had also taken serious note
of Haryana being converted
into a police state to sup-
press the farmers move-
ment while the law and or-
der situation is turning from
bad to worse every passing
day.

Bihar educational institutions open

They were closed
since April 5 due
to the lockdown

AMARNATH TEWARY
PATNA

Educational institutions in
Bihar opened on Monday
and Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar attended ‘janata dur-
bar’ (people’s court) after
five years, adhering to CO-
VID-19 guidelines and proto-
cols.

All necessary arrange-
ments for opening colleges,
universities and schools for
Class XI and XII were made
on Sunday across the State
with 50% strength.

Earlier on July 6, the State
Education Department al-
lowed the reopening of edu-
cational institutions phase-
wise from July 12 following
COVID-19 guidelines and sa-
fety protocols.

All educational institu-
tions were closed since April
5 this year due to the lock-
down imposed to curb the

hand over ¥75,000 more in
December last year.

The complainant request-
ed the agency to determine
the source of the money ille-
gally transferred to his ac-
count and take action
against those involved.

The complaint was hand-
ed over to a CBI Sub-Inspec-
tor for verification.

The CBI officer tried to
contact Ajaib Singh, but his
mobile phone was switched
off.

Therefore, the agency
reached out to his relatives.

The complainant's broth-
er informed the officer that
Ajaib Singh was lodged in
Hisar Jail in a case registered
at the Jakhal police station
under the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substanc-
es Act.

Lo
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Students attend a class in Patna on Monday. =i

pandemic.

“Following COVID-19
SOPs (Standard Operating
Procedures), colleges and
varsities premises were
completely sanitised and we
have also requested the cen-
tral dispensary for setting up
a vaccination camp for inoc-
ulating students above 18
years. A majority of the staff
has already been vaccinated
at a camp set up last month,”
said Anil Kumar, dean of Pat-
na University students’ wel-

fare.

Principal of Baldwin Aca-
demy School Rajiv Ranjan
Sinha said, “both online and
offline classes were held to-
day for Class XI and XII fol-
lowing COVID-19 guide-
lines”. Some schools in State
capital Patna had conducted
a mock drill on Saturday for
the reopening.

However, all the mission-
ary schools in the capital are
likely to reopen from next
week.

Three IS members held
in Kashmir, says NIA

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

Three members of the IS
were arrested in the Kashmir
valley, the National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) said on
Monday.

“Preliminary examination
of the seized material and ex-
amination of the accused
persons revealed that they
are active cadres of the IS
and have been using the cy-
berspace to propagate incit-
ing material by the online
magazine, Voice of Hind
(VOH),” a NIA spokesman
said.

At least seven locations
were raided in the Valley on
Sunday in a case pertaining
to “the conspiracy of the IS to
radicalise and recruit im-
pressionable youth to wage
violent jihad against the In-

Drive for growing medicinal plants athome 11 killed in Jaipur lightning strike

They were atop a watch tower near Amber Fort when hit

Task forces formed for distributing saplings with message for increasing immunity

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR

A drive for growing medici-
nal plants at home amid the
COVID-19 pandemic has
been launched in Rajasthan,
with the task forces appoint-
ed for distributing saplings
to all households along with
the message for increasing
natural immunity to the
fight the infection.

The medicinal plants of
tulsi, giloy, ashwagandha
and kalmegh, prepared by
the State government’s For-
est Department, would ena-
ble the people to develop

“natural strength”, Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests
(Development) Deep Na-
rayan Pandey said here on
Monday.

‘Experts consulted’

Mr. Pandey said the ‘Ghar
Ghar Aushadhi’ (medicine in
each household) scheme
had been started after the
getting the opinion of ex-
perts based on research in
traditional medicine.

He said the children
would be encouraged to
plant the saplings and take
care of their growth, while

spreading awareness about
the significance of
immunity.

The task forces will identi-
fy the places for distribution
of saplings and remain in
touch with the Panchayati
Raj functionaries, elected
representatives and corpo-
rate houses to generate
awareness about the utility
of medicinal plants.

Each household will be
supplied with eight medici-
nal plants free of cost and
they will also be available at
the nurseries of Forest De-
partment.

Each Rajasthan household

will get 8 medicinal plants.
= FILE PHOTO

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General Public is hereby informed that
an one male person was found in
unconscious condition at Safdarjung
dated
He was admitted in
Safdarjung Hospital for treatment. In
this regard a DD No. 69A, dated
27.06.2021 has been registered at
P.S. Safdarjung Enclave, New Delhi.
The description of the person is given
S/o:
Unknown, R/o: Unknown, Age: About
40 years, Height: 5'4", Complexion:
Sallow, Face: Ovel, Identification Mark: Ramu engraved on right
hand, Wearing : Only Grey Underwear.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the
person but no clue has come to light so far. If any one having any
information about this person please inform undersigned.

Hospital, New Delhi

27.06.2021.

as under Name: Ramu,

DP/718/SW/2021

P.S. Safdarjung Enclave, New Delhi
Ph.: 011-24106345, 24106346,

SHO

7065036231

one male
Unknown,
¥ | found dead

preserved

UNIDENTIFIED DEAD BODY

General Public is hereby informed that

L-27, near Subway Ramp Delhi Side PF.
No. 2 & 3 AVNT, Delhi on 08.07.2021. in
the area of P.S. Anand Vihar Railway
Station, Delhi. The body has been

Namely: Unknown S/o:
Address: Unknown was
body at KM Pole No. L-26 to

in Guru Teg Bahadur

Hospital’s Mortuary, Delhi for 72 hours. In this regard a
case has been lodged vide DD No. 24 A U/s 174 Cr.P.C
dated 08.07.2021 at P.S. Anand Vihar Railway Station,
Delhi. The description of the dead male is as under:-
Age: Approx 70-75 years, Sex: Male, Height: 52",
Face: Oval, Complexion: Shallow, Hair: White hair and
small beard and moustache, Built: Thin, Wearing: White
colour half sleeve kurta & towel and bare feet. If any one
having any information about this dead male please
inform undersigned. SHO

PS. Anand Vihar Railway Station, Delhi
Ph.: 011-22145602, 8750871314

DP/177/RLY/2021

noida

Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida, (UP)
Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tenders are invited from firms/contractors registered with UPLC
Lucknow for the following jobs against which bids can be uploaded
and same shall be opened/ downloaded as per schedule mentioned.
The details and conditions of all tenders are available on Noida
Authority's  official website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com &
http://etender.up.nic.in. Please ensure to see these websites for
any changes/ amendments & corrigendum etc.

A) (1) 20/DGM(JAL)/AO/SM(JAL)-1/21-22 Strengthening of Water
Supply (C/o Two New Tube Wells for Network Sector-121 and 122)
Noida. Rs. 86.41 Lacs

The above tender can be uploaded by date 19.07.2021 upto

5.00 PM. Pre-qualification shall be opened/downloaded on date
20.07.2021 at11.00 AM.

SENIOR MANAGER (JAL)-I
NOIDA

Office: Sector-5
CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

MOHAMMED IQBAL
JAIPUR

Eleven persons perched on
a watch tower near the Am-
ber Fort in Jaipur amid the
rains were among the 20
killed in incidents related to
lightning strikes reported
from various places across
Rajasthan on Sunday.

Twenty-one persons, in-
cluding six children, were
also injured in the incidents
which took place in Kota,
Jhalawar, Baran and Dhol-
pur districts, besides Jaipur.

A large number of peo-
ple, including tourists and
city residents, were present
on the watch tower built on
a hill at the ramparts of the
historic Amber Fort, when
the lightning struck during
the first spell of monsoon
rains in the evening. Many
of them were injured as they
jumped off the watch tower
in panic.

Teams of the State Disas-
ter Response Force rushed
to the spot and sent the in-
jured people lying uncon-
scious to the Sawai Man
Singh Government Hospital

on Sunday. =pTi

here. The police personnel
also joined the search in the
hilly terrain in the darkness
to look for the injured and
the dead.

Elsewhere in the State,
four persons died on the
spot in Kota’s Garda village
after lightning struck a tree
under which they had taken
shelter with their cattle.

Ten goats and a cow were
also killed in the incident. A
shepherd was killed in a si-
milar incident in Jhalawar's
Lalgaon village and one per-

A commuter crosses a road during a lightning strike in Jaipur

son died in Baran's Bahroi
village. Three children were
killed after the lightning
struck them in Dholpur dis-
trict's Kudinna village.

CM announces ex gratia
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
expressed grief over the
deaths and announced an
ex gratia of 5 lakh each to
the next of kin of the
deceased.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also condoled the
deaths in a tweet.

dian state”.

The arrested youth were
identified as Umar Nisar
from Magray Mohalla, Tan-
veer Ahmad Bhat from Gori
Mohalla and Rameez Ahmad
Lone from Chak Achabal (all
in Anantnag).

‘Materials seized’
“Examination of the arrested
accused led to searches on
July 12 at two more locations
in Anantnag district, in
which a number of digital
devices and other materials
have been seized. Investiga-
tion continues,” the spokes-
man said.

The NIA on Sunday
claimed it recovered a large
number of incriminating
documents, digital devices
and T-shirts with IS logo dur-
ing the raids in the Valley.

Malaria camps
in Tripura after
spurt in cases

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
AGARTALA

The health department
and the National Health
Mission have started set-
ting up camps in remote
areas of the State to detect
malaria. The authorities
swung into action after
deaths, especially of chil-
dren, in Khowai and Dhalai
districts in recent weeks.

A large part of the tribal
population in the interiors
have inadequate access to
health care.

A health department of-
ficial said on Monday that
the camps are being set up
where the disease poses a
threat.

He said a malaria detec-
tion camp was recently or-
ganised at Nirajan Para in
Mungiakami of Khowai dis-
trict. Screening of 47 peo-
ple were done and six of
them were diagnosed with
malaria.

A similar screening
camp was held at Mashd-
har Para in Dhalai district
of the State.

SEARCH OF MISSING
General public is hereby informed that one male, i
(depicted in the photo), Namely: Monu, Slo: |
Mahaveer Singh, Rlo: H.No. A/297, Gali No. | i
02102, Ambika Vihar, Karawal Nagar, Delhi, [ESSSEs g
Aged: about 36 years, has been missing from his k' W
house since 21.06.2021. In this regard a case 3
vide DD No. 93-A, Dated 25.06.2021, has been
registered at P.5. Karawal Nagar, Delhi. His
physical description is as under:
Height: 5'5" Feet, Complexion: Shallow, Face:
Long, Built: Thin, Clothing: Full Sleeve T-Shirt, Blue Colour Pajama
and Chapple in his feet.
Any person is having any information/clue about this missing male, may
inform SHO, Karawal Nagar, Delhi at E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in or
website : http:/icbi.nic.in or Fax No, 011-24368639, Tele No. : 011-
24368638 or 24368641, Extn. 2101.

ﬁ

Monu

SHO
P.S. Karawal Nagar, Delhi
Ph: 011-22932232

DP/8BS/NE/2021,
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TO ADVERTISE:
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TENDERS

Capt:  KERALA STATE CENTRE FOR
ADVANCED PRINTING AND TRAINING
Head Office Complex, Vattiyoorkavu,
Thiruvananthapuram, Ph: 2365678, 2365415
E-TENDER NOTICE
No. Capt/3119/21-22/MTL 12.07.21
2 Cover System Tender No. 038/21-
22IMTL are invited from reputed
paper dealers / suppliers /mills for
the supply of 80gsm 76cm Reel
Paper through online e-tender id
2021_CAPT_429858_1. Due date
and time of tender / bid submission
(online) 16.07.2021 upto 11.00 AM. For
detailed information log on the website:
https://letenders.kerala.gov.in &
www.captkerala.com

Sd/- MD, C-apt

St. Luke College of Education

Affiliated to CRSU, Jind &
Approved by NCTE New Delhi

*PRINCIPAL
*ASSTT. PROFESSOR

Mathematics, Music, Sociology,

Psychology, Commerce, Phy. Sci.,

Bio. Sci., Hindi, Sanskrit.

(a)MA/M.Com./M.Sc./M.P.Ed/MFA with at
least 55% marks.

(b) M.Ed./MA (Edu.) with atleast 55% marks.

(C)NET/Ph.D. qualified.

ForPrincipal: As per NCTE/CRSU Norms
(1)Ph.D (Education) with at least 8 yrs. of exp.
ina Secondary Teacher Edu. Institution

(2) Points Above mentioned (a) & (b)
Send your resume within 21 days to the college &
one copy to DCDC, CRSU, Jind. (HR)

Village Chandpur , Ballabgarh
Near Tigaon, Faridabad, Hr.-121101
stiukecollegeofeducation@gmail.com

9467869358, 8800791420
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DEATH

OBITUARY

Smt Visalakshi Nagarajan (36)

W/o. Late Sri A.S. Nagarajan
attained Shiva Loga Prapthi on 10.07,2021
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Losses forced closure of dairy
farms, Lakshadweep tells HC

In an affidavit, administration defends reforms proposed in the islands

Red sanders worth

¥6.2 crore seized, 1 held
CHITTOOR

The Andhra Pradesh police
raided a red sanders dump in
Tamil Nadu on Sunday night
and seized 8.4 tonnes of logs
worth about 6.2 crore and
arrested a key accused. The
godown was on the outskirts
of Bommanapalle village

in Krishnagiri district. The
accused was identified

as Dasthagiri Imran Khan.

Wild tusker enters
Chikkamagaluru town
HASSAN

People of Chikkamagaluru in
Karnataka were in for a shock
on Monday morning as a
wild tusker, separated from
its herd, was spotted in the
middle of the town. It

later entered the premises
of the global unit of Coffee
Day. Forest Department
officials burst crackers and
drove the elephant to the
Mattavara forest area.

Release pregnant woman
held under PD Act: HC
HYDERABAD

Observing that the police or
State cannot obstruct the
rights of an unborn child, the
Telangana High Court on
Monday ordered the release
of a pregnant woman jailed
under the Preventive Deten-
tion (PD) Act. The Nalgonda
district police invoked clauses
of the PD Act against the
33-year-old, allegedly
involved in cheating cases.

NDRF retrieves 4 bodies
from quarry in A.P.
VIJAYAWADA

The bodies of four persons,
who accidentally fell in a
quarry in Guntur district of
Andhra Pradesh, were
retrieved by a team of the
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) 10th Battalion
on Monday. The four were
petty vendors and had gone
to the quarry at Parvathi-
puram on Sunday evening,
along with two others.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The Lakshadweep adminis-
tration has told the Kerala
High Court that after a de-
tailed analysis, it was felt im-
prudent to continue the dai-
ry farms, suffering a huge
loss of more than %90 lakh
per year. The decision to
shut them had no relation to
the proposed Animal Preser-
vation Regulation, the admi-
nistration informed the
court in an affidavit.

The affidavit was filed in
response to a public interest
litigation petition challeng-
ing the decision to shut the
dairy farms on the islands.

The new regulations pro-
posed by the Lakshadweep
Administrator had evoked
criticism  from  various
quarters.
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Arecent protest in front of the Lakshadweep Administration
office in Kochi against the reforms. =H.visnu

In the affidavit, the admi-
nistration said it had decided
to increase shipping opera-
tions from Mangaluru as the
port is closer to several is-
lands of Lakshadweep com-
pared to Beypore in Kerala.
The Mangaluru port had bet-
ter facilities as well.

The affidavit denied the

Head of Orthodox
Church passes away

STAFF REPORTER
KOTTAYAM

Baselios Marthoma Paulose
11, Catholicos of the East and
supreme head of the Malan-
kara  Orthodox  Syrian
Church, passed away early
Monday after a prolonged
illness. He was 74.

The Catholicos, who had
been undergoing treatment
for lung cancer since De-
cember 2019, was diag-
nosed with COVID-19 in Fe-
bruary. Though he
recovered from the infec-
tion, the post-COVID lung
complications worsened his
health condition.

To enable the public to
pay homage, his mortal re-
mains will be kept at the Pa-
rumala church till 7 p.m. on

Baselios Marthoma Paulose Il

Monday, and later taken to
the Church headquarters at
Devalokam, Kottayam. The
funeral service is slated to
begin by 3 p.m. on Tuesday.

Born on August 30, 1946
as K.I. Paul, he was ordained
as deacon in 1972 and made
the Metropolitan on Novem-
ber 1, 2010.

allegation of the petitioner
that the ban on liquor had
been lifted. In fact, the
Lakshadweep Prohibition
Regulation provides for
granting of licences for con-
sumption and sale of alco-
hol. Recently, licences were
issued to the Tourism Pro-
motion Society under the

administration to serve liqu-
or to non-islanders at three
of its resorts on three is-
lands. This was done to cater
to the needs of tourists.

The affidavit said the deci-
sion to disengage excess ca-
sual employees from various
establishments was to pre-
vent loss to the exchequer.

As for removing non-vege-
tarian food from the midday
meal, the administration
said meat was part of the reg-
ular menu in almost all fami-
lies, but consumption of
fruits and dry fruits was very
less among them. Hence
their inclusion was perfectly
in tune with the objective of
the mid-day meal scheme.

The draft regulations had
been forwarded to the Home
Ministry with the feedback
received, the affidavit added.

Karnataka HC
gives go-ahead
for SSLC exam

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU
Taking note of the declin-
ing COVID-19 cases in the
State, the High Court of
Karnataka on Monday re-
fused to interfere with the
State government’s deci-
sion to hold an abridged
version of SSLC examina-
tion on July 19 and 22 for
the academic year 2020-21.
“The conduct of exami-
nation is in the interest of
students, besides being be-
neficial for their future,”
the court said while noting
that the State had taken
adequate safety measures.
While declining to enter-
tain a petition seeking can-
cellation of exams, the
court however, noted that
it would be the “collective
decision” of parents and
children to attend the ex-
am as the government
could not compel them to
write the exam.

Kerala capital reports 1 more
Zika case, taking tally to 19

Almost all cases so far are linked to a private hospital

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Zika virus (ZIKV) infection
was confirmed in one more
person in Thiruvananthapu-
ram, taking the total number
of cases reported so far in
Kerala to 19. All lab-con-
firmed cases are from the
Thiruvananthapuram Cor-
poration limits, though an
alert has been sounded
across the State.

The latest case was con-
firmed in a 73-year-old wo-
man, a resident of Puthen-
thopu in the capital, who
had come to the private hos-
pital from where the first
case of ZIKV was confirmed.

Almost all of the lab-con-
firmed cases of ZIKV so far
are epidemiologically linked
to this private hospital and a
chunk of the cases were re-
ported amongst the hospital
staff themselves, health offi-
cials said.

Central team visit

Members of the Central
team on Monday visited the
hospital and premises as
part of their investigation. “A
lot of construction activity is
going on in the area. Water
stagnation and heavy breed-
ing of mosquitoes were de-
tected in many spots. Since
the hospital caters to a lot of

people from outside the
State and country, it is possi-
ble that someone with the vi-
rus had come to the hospital
and the infection was then
spread in-house by the
Aedes mosquitoes,” one offi-
cial who accompanied the
Central team said.

People who came to the
hospital with infants for im-
munisation and who were in
the waiting area are also
among those who got infect-
ed. “The immediate plan of
action suggested is to launch
immediate and total vector
control measures within a 3-
km radius of the hospital,”
he added.

' WEATHER WATCH

RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

: TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 17.00 HRS)
. Forecast for Tuesday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isolated :

: places over Jammu & Kashmir,

Ladakh, Rajasthan, Gujarat, As- :

sam, Arunachal Pradesh, Tripura, Telangana, Karnataka, coastal
¢ Andhra Pradesh and Kerala. Thunderstorm with lightning likely :
: at isolated places over Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Uttarakhand, :
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Rayalaseema and Yanam

Loty RAIN MAX  MIN
¢ Agartala................ 2...35.4....26.2
: Ahmedabad........ ..25.1
¢ Aizawl......... ..21.5
: Allahabad.... ....28.6
: Bengaluru ... ...20.2
: Bhopal............... 4.2.... ...24.8
i Bhubaneswar...... 0.2...33.3....25.8
: Chandigarh ........... -...35.3...29.5
: Chennai ............. 0.4...33.3....27.0
¢ Coimbatore........ .30.
: Dehradun.... .33. .
: Gangtok.. .23, .
Goa......... . X
Guwahati . .
: Hubballi....ooooereo = . .
: Hyderabad .. ..7...29.2....23.3
2 Imphal....cccne. —-....30.6....21.5
* Jaipur. ....70...34.8...24.4
Kochi...... ... 13...30.0....23.6
© Kohima...cooovenens 1...28.0....18.7
: Kolkata ..o -....31.8....27.8

(Rainfall data in mm;

: CImEs $0: NO:

: Ahmedabad..... ... 6 .16 123 ..95
: Bengaluru....... ... 9 28 .73 .. -
: Chennai ... ... 6 .33 .84 ..26
: Delhi s 9 .17 85 ..91
¢ Hyderabad...... ... - 64 .16 .15
: Kolkata........... .11 .18 .16 .20
¢ Lucknow........ ..9 .39 .41 ..74
* Mumbai.......... ..6 .10 ..— ...63

Pune............... 132 178 111 ..60 ..

 Visakhapatnam .15 .11 .36 .10
Air Quality Code: Il Poor

temperature in Celsius)
: Pollutants in the air you are breathing
CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

cITy RAIN  MAX  MIN :
Kozhikode........c..c...... 12....28.0....23.6 :
Kurnool ... ..31.3...25.3 ¢
Lucknow.. ..36.7....27.5 :
Madurai... vo—..35.7...25.0 ¢
Mangaluru... 3..27.2...21.8
Mumbai... 3...31.5..25.8
Mysuru .. -...27.8....20.0 :
New Delhi -....37.7...27.0 :
Patna ...... 8....35.6...27.2 :
Port Blair. .37...29.4...23.7 :
Puducherry .. —...33.7...244 :
Pune........ -..31.9...23.2 :
Raipur .1...34.0....25.4 :
Ranchi..... 6...30.4....23.0 :
Shillong... 1...26.2....18.8 :
Shimla..... .11....19.8....17.0 :
Srinagar........... -...25.0....18.4 :
Thiruvananthapuram.. 7...30.4....23.5
Tiruchi........c.... -...33.5...25.9 ¢
Vijayawada .. .10....30.6....26.4 :
Visakhapatnam ............. 3

314,262

Yesterday

w76 In observation made at
.75 .0 4.00 p.m., Nandesari,
.45 ..l Gujarat recorded an
177 ... overall air quality index
20 ™ (AQl) score of 220
indicating an unhealthy
.37 .. level of pollution. In
.94 ..m contrast, Aizawl, Mizoram
103 ... recorded a healthy AQI
55 score of 14
.19 ..

Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQl)

: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: and monuments.

: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
. reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain.

At very high levels, it can cause

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

¢ lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
¢ death in people with heart or lung disease :

Bombay HC rejects Sanatan Sanstha plea to restore FB page

No case made
out for grant of
any declaratory
relief, says court

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court in
Goa on Monday refused to
grant relief to the Hindu
group Sanatan Sanstha that
wanted an order to restore
its Facebook page that was

taken down by the company.

A Division Bench of Justic-
es M.S. Sonak and M.S. Jawal-
kar was hearing an appeal
filed by the group accused of
killing rationalists Narendra
Dabholkar, Govind Pansare,
M.M. Kalburgi and journalist
Gauri Lankesh. The appeal
said by blocking its page, Fa-
cebook was being high hand-
ed, arbitrary and violating a
constitutional right.

It said its Facebook pages
were used to spread the es-

sence of their spirituality
and allied matters. Face-
book’s action prevented it
from communicating or pro-
pagating its philosophy, and
its followers from accessing
information that it posted.
The Bench, however, was
not convinced. “The dispute
regarding blocking or un-
blocking of the petitioner’s
Facebook pages appears to
be governed by the contrac-
tual relationship between
the petitioner and respon-

dents [Facebook] and, nor-
mally, purely contractual
disputes between private
parties cannot be adjudicat-
ed in proceedings under Ar-
ticle 226 [power of the high
court] of the Constitution of
India,” it said.

The court said there was
no case made out for grant of
any declaratory relief. “Even
the advocate for Sanatan
Sanstha was unable to point
out any provision under the
Information Technology Act,

based on which the petition-
er could insist on maintain-
ing a Facebook page on the
platform provided without
agreeing to be bound by the
contractual terms that may
have been proposed.”

The high court said that if
there was some breach of
contractual relationship in-
volved in the blocking of the
Facebook page, they could
take appropriate steps be-
fore an appropriate forum to
secure redress.

This ‘swadeshi’ ink-maker scripts a new chapter

Spotlight back on pre-Independence company as people rediscover the joy of writing the old-fashioned way

BISHWANATH GHOSH
KOLKATA

Sulekha is today a blend of
the past and the future: its
factory in Kolkata that
manufactures, among other
things, ink for the fountain
pen, runs on solar power.
But thanks to the growing
number of people in India
who are discovering the joy
of writing the old-fashioned
way, it is the past, more than
the future, that has put the
spotlight back on this
pre-Independence
company.

It was in 1934 that, on the
suggestion of Mahatma
Gandhi, brothers
Sankaracharya and
Nanigopal Maitra started a
small factory in Rajshahi
(now in Bangladesh) to
manufacture swadeshi ink.
In 1939, they shifted to
Calcutta and thereafter
there was no looking back
for Sulekha — it was making
over one crore 60-ml bottles
annually in its heyday —
until it was hit by the trade
movement in the 1980s.
Sulekha ink, like fountain
pens, became a thing of the
past, preserved in the
memory of its once-users
and also in some of Satyajit
Ray’s stories and films.

CcM
K

“Problems began from
the late 1970s due to the
socio-economic and political
conditions prevailing in
Bengal at the time. Militant
trade unionism was causing
low productivity, resulting
in recurring cash loss. We
finally closed down in 1988.
Many other factories in
Jadavpur (where the
company is located) —
Bengal Lamps, Usha,
Krishna Glass, Annapurna
Glass and others — also
downed their shutters,”
Kaushik Maitra, managing
director of Sulekha Works
Ltd., told The Hindu.

The company reopened
in 2006, after overcoming
the cases piled up against it
in various courts during the
18 years of closure, and this
time it diversified into
homecare and hygiene-care
products and also into solar
projects, making only a
small amount of ink for
sentimental reasons.

“We ventured into solar
products in 2011-12. Initially,
we were making solar
lanterns and were soon
assigned by Indian Oil to
solarise a petrol pump near
Siliguri. More and more
people showed interest but
at the same time many were
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Sulekha MD Kaushik Maitra with a new range of inks.

sceptical. That’s when we
decided to instal solar
power in our factory —
nearly eliminated our
energy cost and helped us
convince others,” Mr. Maitra
said.

It was not until the
Deepavali of 2020, amid the
pandemic and also when the
growing number of
fountain-pen enthusiasts in
India had organised
themselves into various
social-media groups and
become an influential voice,
that Sulekha (literally,
beautiful handwriting)
formally relaunched its
once-popular ink, causing

it has

an instant buzz. “Orders are
coming from all over India
and enquiries are coming
from all over the world,
thanks to social media,” Mr.
Maitra said.

The relaunch began with
the ‘Swadeshi’ line of inks —
a set of Royal Blue,
Executive Black, and Scarlet
Red sold in a khadi pouch
made in Santiniketan.

This was followed by the
Swadhin range: red, blue,
black and green. “The
shades have been chosen
deliberately to create
consciousness about
sustainability: black for
carbon footprint, red for

global warming, blue for
clean energy and green for
sustainability. It is a journey
from darkness to light, from
good to bad, from
subjugation to being
swadhin (free),” Mr. Maitra
said.

Then there is the
Samarpan series, which
includes a blue-black
dedicated to Mother Teresa
and a moss-green limited
edition that’s dedicated to
50 years of Bangladesh,
where the Sulekha story
began.

“We are soon going to
launch 10 more colours.
Giving expression to your
creativity through fountain
pens, through different
colours of ink — the joy is
unmatchable and it is back
in fashion. Ball pens, on the
other hand, are nothing but
plastic waste; each weighs
10-12 gm and lasts for about
a week in the hand of a
student. So if a student
writes for 40 weeks in a
year, he uses up 40 pens
and therefore generates 400
gm of plastic waste annually.
Considering there are tens
of millions of students in
West Bengal alone, you can
imagine the damage,” Mr.
Maitra said.

Repeal UAPA, free accused
~in Bhima-Koregaon case’

Progressive outfits stage protest in Pune

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE
PUNE

A number of progressive
outfits under the umbrella
of the Bhima-Koregaon
Shouryadin Prerna Abhiyan
staged a protest near the
Pune District Collectorate
on Monday against the Na-
rendra Modi-led BJP govern-
ment over the ‘institutional
murder’ of tribal rights acti-
vist Father Stan Swamy.

The protestors demand-
ed that all activists and intel-
lectuals arrested by the Na-
tional Investigation Agency
(NIA) in connection with the
Bhima-Koregaon case be re-
leased immediately.

The protesters also de-
manded that the stringent
Unlawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act (UAPA) be repealed
and the ‘real’ perpetrators
behind the Bhima-Koregaon

clashes — Hindutva leaders

Milind Ekbote and Sambhaji

Bhide ‘Guruji’ — be prose-
cuted.

“It is a cruel and bitter
irony that Malegaon blast :

accused Pragya Singh Tha-

kur, who is known for her :

divisive remarks, had no dif-
ficulty in getting bail from
the Bombay High Court,

while Father Swamy, the 84-

year-old tribal social work-
er, who had given his entire
life fighting constitutional

battles for the upliftment

and protection of tribals,
was given a hard time by the

courts in obtaining a straw
as he had difficulty holding :

his glass owing to his ill
health... his death
shameful blot on the tenure

of the BJP government,” said

Anjum Inamdar, founder,
Mulnivasi Muslim Manch.

is a :

NIA court nixes
Teltumbde’s
bail plea

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The special National Inves-
tigation Agency (NIA) court
on Monday rejected the
bail plea filed by professor
Anand Teltumbde, an ac-
cused in the Bhima-Kore-
gaon violence case.

After rejecting Mr. Tel-
tumbde’s default bail on Ju-
ly 13, 2020, special NIA
judge D.E. Kothalikar re-
jected his regular bail plea.
Mr. Teltumbde surren-
dered before the NIA office
in Mumbai on April 14,
2020, after the Supreme
Court denied him relief. He
was initially remanded in
NIA custody and is now
lodged at Taloja jail.

He has been charged un-
der several sections of the
Indian Penal Code and the
Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act.

Murud taluka in Raigad records
year’s highest single-day rainfall

348 mm rain prompts evacuation of 550 villagers in district

RAINA ASSAINAR
WMUMBAI

Murud taluka on Sunday re-
corded this year’s highest
single-day rainfall of 348 mm
in Raigad district, prompt-
ing the evacuation of 550 re-
sidents of six villages. The
rain also triggered landslides
at Rajpuri in Murud and
Kelghar in Roha, damaging
hutments and roads.

Traffic was diverted on
Alibag-Murud route via Su-
pegaon after a motorcyclist
was killed and six occupants
of a car were injured when
the slab of an arch drain col-
lapsed at 8.30 p.m. The de-
ceased was identified as Vi-
jay Chavan (50), a resident of

Ekdara village, while the in-
jured were Sagar Bhayde
(40), wife Shobha Bhayde
(38), their children Shree (9)
and Neel (4); and friends Uj-
ita Piple (38) and Pushpa
Sakpal (38). They were head-
ing from Murud to Panvel.
The occupants broke the
rear window with a headrest
and escaped. They then
alerted the control room.
On Monday, high tide and
heavy rainfall led to flooding
in Supegaon and diversion
of traffic from Agardanad to
Tala. “The arch drain was
constructed by the PWD. It
is small in size and should
ideally be under the Zilla
Parishad. We have sought

details from the PWD of the
year of construction and
funds used,” said District
Collector Nidhi Choudhari.
She said a proposal has been
submitted to the State go-
vernment to provide com-
pensation to the victim’s kin.
She said similar single-day
rainfall was recorded in 2019
at Matheran and Pen.
“Around 550 villagers
from six villages were evac-
uated in two buses. One of
the buses got stranded and
we had to shift people. With
a red alert being issued for
the district, we have sought
the help of an NDRF team.
Extremely heavy rain is fore-
cast till July 15,” she said.
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The power of scrutiny

SC has struck a blow for inquisitorial powers
of legislatures against social media companies

he Supreme Court of India’s verdict last week,
Tupholding the authority of a committee of the

Delhi Assembly to summon a senior official of Fa-
cebook, is an extremely nuanced recognition of the ex-
tent of powers of State Assemblies in matters regulated
by an Act of Parliament. The question mark about the
powers arose in the first place because Facebook,
whose India vice-president Ajit Mohan was repeatedly
summoned by Delhi Assembly’s Committee on Peace
and Harmony on the subject of the Delhi riots of 2020,
argued before the Supreme Court that this was a case of
overreach; and that Delhi’s law and order came under
the central government. This was also the position ta-
ken by the central government, which argued that the
Delhi Assembly had no jurisdiction in this matter. The
social media platform also pointed out that it was go-
verned by the IT Act of Parliament, and this is not there-
fore something that any State government can be con-
cerned with. The Court, in upholding the summons,
did not go merely by the legislative powers of a House.
It rightly said, “The Assembly does not only perform
the function of legislating; there are many other aspects
of governance which can form part of the essential
functions of the Legislative Assembly and consequently
the committee.” Its point was that the “inquisitorial”
and “recommendatory” powers of a House can be used
for better governance. But it also cautioned the commit-
tee from “transgressing into any fields reserved for the
Union Government”.

Significantly, the verdict comes amid a long phase of
discordance over legislative turf between the central
government and the Delhi government, something that
the Bench led by Justice S.K. Kaul did note amid discus-
sions about the spirit of federalism. Not just that. It also
comes at a time when social media intermediaries are
legally fighting some aspects of the new IT rules that
govern them. Their responsibility toward the many le-
gislatures will only become more heightened because
of this verdict. The Court refused to buy the argument
that social media intermediaries are “merely a platform
for exchange of ideas without performing any signifi-
cant role themselves”. It then linked what happens in
these platforms to the real world. Misinformation on
social media, the Court said, has had “a direct impact
on vast areas of subject matter which ultimately affect
the governance of States”. Given the constraints of the
powers of the Delhi Assembly vis-a-vis law and order,
the very fact that the Court found that its committee
still could summon the Facebook India official without
encroaching upon the turf of the Centre now opens the
gates for scrutiny of social media platforms by other
States, which however have significantly more powers
with respect to law and order. The stage is set for more
scrutiny.

Tie at the top

Djokovic is in pursuit of history,
not just tournament titles

sing Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal as measur-
l I ing sticks to assess one’s tennis credentials is a
harsh and, ultimately, a futile exercise. That No-
vak Djokovic comes through this most searing of exam-
inations with flying colours is a testament to his genius.
On Sunday, the Serb laid down the most definitive
marker yet of his dazzling brilliance by pulling level
with the celebrated duo on 20 Grand Slam singles titles.
A tense four-set victory over Italy’s Matteo Berrettini al-
so gave Djokovic his third straight title at the All En-
gland club (sixth overall) and helped complete the
French Open-Wimbledon double, one of sport’s tough-
est achievements. Djokovic’s record-equalling feat had
seemed improbable as recently as the summer of 2018.
As a 31-year-old, he entered that year’s Wimbledon as
the 12th seed after having spent two years on the fring-
es. Federer and Nadal, gaining second winds, had
swept the previous six Slams and were already on 20
and 17 respectively. But Djokovic rediscovered his mojo
and has since won eight of 12 Majors, the most domi-
nant streak of his career. He has conquered Federer on
grass and Nadal on clay, and snuffed out rebellions from
the game’s ‘Next Gen’ of Dominic Thiem, Daniil Medve-
dev, Stefanos Tsitsipas and Berrettini, beating them for
his last four Slam trophies. So much so that he now feels
the “most complete” he has ever been as a player.

The accomplishments have inevitably reignited the
debate on who the greatest men’s player of all time is.
While comparisons between eras are often limited and
come with caveats — think the great Pancho Gonzales
being denied chances to compete in Majors in the 1950s
because he had turned professional — Djokovic is with-
out doubt the best of his generation. This week will be
his record 329th as World No.1 and he is the only man to
have won all four Slams, all nine ATP Masters 1000s and
the year-ending ATP Finals, twice. No other statistic
better represents his relentless pursuit of excellence,
across surfaces, continents and seasons. At the US
Open starting next month, he has a shot at sporting im-
mortality, as he can become the first man since Rod
Laver in 1969 to win all four Majors in a single year. Ash-
leigh Barty may be a long way from such monumental
successes, but like Djokovic, she has proved adept at
mastering the game’s natural surfaces by adding the
Wimbledon crown to the French title she won in 2019.
The 25-year-old Aussie’s craft and guile was fully on dis-
play as she felled opponents as chalk and cheese as An-
gelique Kerber (counter-puncher) and Karolina Plisko-
va (all-out attacker). With modesty in her bones, she
oozes an enviably understated elegance, something the
tennis world is sure to see more and more of.
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Decoding the political battle for Uttar Pradesh

If the underpinnings of the BJP’s 2017 mandate were contextual rather than absolute, the party could be dislodged

ASIM ALI

ny analysis of the upcoming
AUttar Pradesh Assembly

elections, in 2022, needs to
begin with a note of humility. In all
the last three elections in the State
(2017, 2012, 2007), most reporters
and analysts were incorrect in
predicting a tantalisingly close
fight. The results, on the other
hand, revealed a clear single-party
majority each time, including the
biggest wave in almost four de-
cades in the last election.

At the outset, we must account
for this repeated failure to foresee
emerging trends in Uttar Pradesh
politics. A large part of the blame
can be laid on the obsessive focus
on caste arithmetic, heuristic cate-
gories frozen from the 1990s, that
often blurs the larger picture. The
big lesson from the last 15 years is
that the State of Uttar Pradesh has
moved from a rigid identity polit-
ics of caste and community to a fo-
cus on identity plus governance. A
large floating voter population has
gradually emerged, spanning
across demography, which is fier-
cely calculative, and driven by as-
pirations for a better life.

State’s transition

This has powered the transition of
Uttar Pradesh, from the messy
fragmentation of the coalition era
of the 1990s and early 2000s, to
the era of stable, single party ma-
jorities. Although caste and com-
munity identities remain impor-
tant, Uttar Pradesh voters, like
elsewhere, have little patience for
misgovernance — they have
thrown out every incumbent go-
vernment since 1989.

But the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) government has reasons to
be confident of bucking the trend.
The sheer scale of its victory in
2017 provides it with a formidable
cushion. It received a vote share of
almost 40% in the last election,

with an average constituency-level
winning margin of an incredible
15%.

It is quite conceivable for the
party to lose a significant chunk of
its vote in the next elections, and
still emerge with a majority. In
comparison, the Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) and the Samajwadi
Party (SP) received a majority,
with 30% and 29% of the vote
share, respectively.

Factors behind the mandates
There are two ways of reading the
massive 2017 mandate of the BJP.
The first is to read it as a historical
break where the BJP’s ideological
triumph fundamentally re-confi-
gured the caste-community voting
patterns of the State. The second is
to read it in the context of the last
15 years, where a large floating vo-
ter population, frustrated with the
incumbent, flocked behind the
clearest alternative. In this frame-
work, just as the 2007 and 2012
majorities did not reflect a long-
term realignment in favour of Ba-
hujan (or ‘sarvajan’) politics or Lo-
hiaite socialism, the enormous
mandate received by the BJP in
2017 was also not exclusively a
function of Hindutva.

In all three cases, the success of
the social engineering or ideologi-
cal messaging crafted by the even-
tual winner was contingent on
their party becoming the vehicle
for the electorate’s accumulated
resentments and aspirations,
shaped by the specific failures of
the incumbent. Under the rubric
of Hindu identity, and the leader-
ship of Narendra Modi, the BJP be-
came the vehicle for an electorate
angry with the crime, corruption
and Yadav favouritism under the
Samajwadi Party government. The
backdrop of communal riots and
the increased presence of Muslims
in the local power elite, added to
this glue of this Hindu
consolidation.

However, as the ascension of
BJP from 1991-98 in the State, and
the subsequent decline for two de-
cades demonstrated, Hindu con-
solidation in a State like Uttar Pra-
desh could be an ephemeral
phenomenon.
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Incumbent and prospects

If the underpinnings of the BJP
mandate of 2017 were indeed con-
textual rather than absolute, the
BJP can indeed be dislodged from
power in the State, provided there
are two conditions: one, the pre-
sence of strong anti-incumbency;
and two, the emergence of a clear
alternative that transforms the
election from a multi-polar to a lar-
gely bi-polar contest.

Let us come to the first ques-
tion: is there a high level of anti-in-
cumbency against the Yogi Aditya-
nath government that can hurt its
prospects?

In choosing Mr. Adityanath, a
relative lightweight outside of his
bastion in Gorakhpur, to lead the
State government, the Narendra
Modi-Amit Shah team made two
bets, informed by the party’s pre-
vious experience in the State.

First, only hardline Hindutva
could contain caste contradictions
and lead to a durable Hindu coali-
tion. In the wake of the Ram Jan-
mabhoomi movement, the BJP
had assembled a powerful coali-
tion of upper castes, upwardly
mobile castes such as Jats and Guj-
jars, and Other Backward Classes
(OBC) such as Kurmis and Lodhs.
This Hindutva coalition, however,
soon came apart from internal
strife between the upper caste and
the OBC factions, culminating in
the expulsion of the OBC Kalyan
Singh from the party in 1999.

Second, only an authoritative
style of leadership could maintain
Hindu unity and also create a go-
vernance constituency. The large-
ly collective leadership of the
1990s and early 2000s — in which
the BJP installed three different
Chief Ministers — had provided a

confused and disunited front, and
consequently failed to compete
with Mayawati and Mulayam Singh
Yadav.

Both of these bets, have, argua-
bly, not paid off for the BJP. One, as
a political outsider to Lucknow,
the first thing Mr. Adityanath did
was build his own political sup-
port base on his Thakur identity.
Much like previous leaders, Mr.
Adityanath filled State institutions,
be it zilla parishads, civil servants
or station house officers, with his
own caste men to wield direct
power over the administration.
The frequent allegations of ‘Tha-
kurvaad’ or Thakur domination
against his administration sug-
gests that Mr. Adityanath has not
so far proved to be a leader with a
pan-Hindu appeal in the mould of
Mr. Modi.

Two, the authoritative style of
governance has provided indiffe-
rent results. While Mr. Adityanath
does possess some governance ap-
peal — having a relatively clean
and ‘tough on crime’ image — he
has largely been unable to asso-
ciate himself with either a social
welfare constituency or marquee
developmental projects. On top of
it, the novel coronavirus pandem-
ic has severely diminished his go-
vernance credentials; any im-
provement in the ease of business
index pales in comparison to im-
ages of bodies floating in the Gan-
ga. The dramatic State failure dur-
ing the second wave of the
pandemic also threatens to be-
come a coalescing point for all the
material anxieties persisting un-
der the surface, such as unemploy-
ment, sluggish growth and farmer
distress.

The aspirations of the floating
voters who deserted Ms. Mayawati
in 2012, and Akhilesh Yadav in
2017, has, arguably, remained un-
fulfilled under Mr. Adityanath’s re-
gime.

Where the Opposition stands
This brings us to the second ques-
tion: is there a clear alternative
that transforms the election from a
multi-polar to a largely bi-polar
contest?

A quick scan of the Opposition

ranks indicates that only the SP
presently possesses the strength
to challenge the BJP.

The BSP under Ms. Mayawati
has been in constant decline in the
State from 2012. The party has lost
touch with its roots in political ac-
tivism for a long time now, and its
organisation has withered away
under an insular leadership. The
steady desertion of leaders gives
further evidence of a party in a
death spiral. Similarly, there are
little signs of a Congress revival,
the latest indications being its dis-
astrous returns in the panchayat
elections.

All of this plays well into the
SP’s strategy of making this electo-
ral contest into a largely bipolar
race. A perception of a straight
fight between the SP and the BJP
might well consolidate local elites,
and a disgruntled electorate, be-
hind the party symbol. But there
are reasonable grounds to doubt
whether the SP can defeat the BJP
in a bipolar race. For one, the par-
ty has never crossed the 30% vote
share mark in State elections.

In order to defeat the BJP, the SP
party would need to go well
beyond plebeian caste consolida-
tion and minority insecurity, and
court floating voters with a broad-
based, positive message of deve-
lopment. In this regard, Akhilesh
Yadav can borrow from his own
template of 2012, where he ran a
successful campaign focused on
employment, electricity and edu-
cation.

The choice of Mr. Adityanath
was essentially informed more
through the lenses of ideologically
cementing the Hindu vote rather
than the fulfilment of the gover-
nance aspirations of the floating
voter. If the BJP manages to fritter
away its enormous mandate, it
would derive from the same
source of hubris that felled pre-
vious incumbents: overly reading
into the mandate its own inge-
nious social engineering or sweep-
ing ideological triumph rather
than the contextual aspirations
and resentments that underlay it.

Asim Ali is a Research Associate with
the Centre for Policy Research, Delhi

Prioritising school reopening on the road to recovery .

Children have long borne the costs of school closure and evidence-based decisions toward reopening are a necessity

BHASKARAN RAMAN &
OM DAMANI

ost schools in India have
Mbeen closed since the na-

tional lockdown started in
March 2020. What are the costs of
keeping schools closed? How do
these costs compare against the
risks of school reopening? We
delve into these questions, as con-
cerned parents with school-age
children, as experienced teachers,
and also as practising scientists
who have followed data and publi-
cations on this topic over the last
15 months.

Interestingly, various regions
around the world which have been
worse hit by the novel coronavirus
pandemic than India, have kept
their schools, especially primary
schools, mostly open. This in-
cludes various European coun-
tries such as Portugal, France, the
Netherlands, etc. The State of Flo-
rida (United States) opened
schools for in-person classes in
late September 2020, and they
stayed open through their second
wave. On the other hand in India,
schools have mostly been shut
even as other businesses have
opened.

Impact of school closure

The costs of school closure are im-
mense. People make considerable
investments in their childrens’
education, as a way toward a bet-
ter future and a better living stan-
dard. Even prior to the pandemic,
there was a huge attainment gap
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across students, especially in high-
er grades. The bottom half of chil-
dren passing Class 10 are about
two years behind in terms of skills.
Prolonged school closure has al-
ready widened this gap. What will
this do to their future? Does it not
push the next generation deeper
into poverty? Ironically, the poor-
est families living in dense urban
slums, who bore the brunt of the
first wave, and are now largely im-
mune from the virus itself (as
shown by serosurveys), are the
ones suffering the most from
school closures.

A survey (https://
bit.ly/3xzZ7mx) across 10 States in
India in November 2020 estimated
that nearly two-thirds of children
in rural India may drop out of
school, a staggering statistic which
is likely to have worsened with
continuing closure. Haryana has
reported (https://bit.ly/3r64dV5) a
42% drop in student enrolment in
private schools. Prolonged school
shutdown has severely set back In-
dia’s fight against ills such as child
labour  (https://bit.ly/3e9H7HE)
and child marriage (https://
bit.ly/36AevTK). Due to the shut-
down of schools, mid-day meal
schemes have been disrupted;
even as early as June 2020, it was
estimated (https://bit.ly/3r2AfkG)
that about 800,000 additional
children would face underweight
and wasting.

Health, well-being concerns

Even in well-off urban India and in
developed nations, extended
school closure is having a severe
impact on children’s mental
health. In Las Vegas, U.S., a surge
of student suicides (https://ny-
ti.ms/2UIjYpb) forced schools to
reopen in January 2021. The Unit-
ed Kingdom reported (https://
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bit.ly/3r2Ftx3) a 40% rise in the
number of children taking
antidepressants.

Surely, life is more important
than education. But as examples
above show, schools are not mere-
ly about education. Given the costs
of prolonged school shutdown, we
must probe deeper into the risks
of opening schools in the context
of COVID-19.

Assessing the risk factor

First, we must realise, and be
grateful that the risk of COVID-19
for children is much lower than for
adults, and is also much lower
than other (already small) risks
children face in daily life anyway.
Based on a study of 137 million
school-age children in the U.S. and
Europe, Prof. Raj S. Bhopal (Un-
iversity of Edinburgh, U.K.) has
observed ((https://bit.ly/3wzt3h6)
that COVID-19 in this age group is
less than half as risky as seasonal
influenza, and over 20 times less
risky than death by “unintentional
injury”.

A study (https://bit.ly/2Vq940a)
among the nearly two million chil-
dren in Sweden (where schools
have been open throughout),
found that there was not a single
child death due to COVID-19. As
per Mumbai’s dashboard data, the
COVID-19 IFR (Infection Fatality
Rate) for under-19 is minuscule:
about 0.003% . In comparison, the

infant mortality rate in India is
about 3% (1,000 times greater)
and the infant mortality rate in Ja-
pan (one of the lowest) is 0.18%
(60 times greater). In other words,
school-age children are at a neglig-
ibly lower risk from COVID-19
when compared to other threats
which we consider normal.

There has been a concern that a
possible third wave involving new-
er variants could affect children.
But a careful look at the data
(https://bit.ly/3xEm73Q) tells that
the age-profiles of those affected in
the second and first waves are si-
milar. There is no scientific basis
for this fear. Further, Public Health
England’s June 2021 report
(https://bit.ly/3B3ALnp)  shows
that the newer variant Delta is
much less dangerous (case fatality
rate 0.1%) than the original (case
fatality rate 1.9%), which is the ex-
pected evolutionary path of a
virus.

Teachers as ‘essential’ staff
The next question is: are teachers
and parents at higher risk of catch-
ing COVID-19 if schools reopen?
Over the last year there have been
several careful scientific studies
(https://bit.ly/3kdibTA) across va-
rious regions in Europe/U.S., mea-
suring the role of in-person classes
in COVID-19 spread. The over-
whelming conclusion is that the
risk of COVID-19 spread in schools
is minimal compared to other lo-
cations. To further reduce the con-
cern among teachers, the Govern-
ment must treat them on a par
with essential workers, and offer
them prioritised vaccination.
Despite this, it is likely that a
“one-size-fits-all” approach may
not be suitable, as each indivi-
dual’s risk-benefit analysis could
be different. For children who lack

the resources, whose parents have
to go out to work every day, in-per-
son schooling is paramount. Pa-
rents who can afford to work from
home have sufficient resources for
their children and may choose to
continue with partially or fully on-
line classes for a few more
months. It is high time to imple-
ment such differentiated options.

Vaccines for children

There has recently been talk about
tying school reopening to vaccines
for children. Any medical inter-
vention, especially for children,
must be based on a careful risk-be-
nefit analysis. It is pertinent to
note that there are growing con-
cerns (https://cnn.it/3r8MnAH) in
the U.S. of a potential link between
heart inflammation and the mRNA
vaccine, among adolescents.
Further, scientists writing in The
British Medical Journal (May 2021)
note (https://bit.ly/36xCpPP): “the
rarity of severe Covid-19 outcomes
for children means that trials can-
not demonstrate that the balance
of the benefits of vaccination
against the potential adverse ef-
fects are favourable...”. It will like-
ly take several years to establish
such a balance. We cannot let our
children suffer for that long, by
further prolonging school
closures.

More than the virus, fear stands
between our children and their
education and normal life. Policy-
makers must make evidence-
based decisions toward school re-
opening. This is the least the work-
ing class and the children of India
deserve.

Bhaskaran Raman and Om Damani are
faculty members at the Department of
Computer Science and Engineering, IIT
Bombay. The views expressed are personal

Advancing Taliban

If the Taliban’s claim that
they control over 80% of
Afghanistan is true, then
their final assault on Kabul
could come any time soon.
Despite its long presence in
Afghanistan, the U.S. has
not been able to
understand the true
political dynamics between
various tribal factions. With
the Taliban’s resurgence

raising terror fears, from
Moscow to China, New
Delhi should be wary of a
boost to armed insurgency
in Kashmir.

KANGAYAM R. NARASIMHAN,
Chennai

‘Bifurcation’ plan

The Bharatiya Janata Party
leadership in Tamil Nadu is
attempting to stir up a
hornet’s nest in the State

with the “Centre’s plan” of
converting the western
districts into a “Kongu
Nadu Union Territory”. By
attempting to whip up such
parochial regional passions,
the BJP is travelling on a
dangerous path. Even
though tall Dravidian
leaders in the State were
strong advocates of a
‘Dravida Naduw’, they never
compromised on the unity

CM This PDF was orlglmy uploaded to Brills Express Official (https://t. me/The_Hindu_Express) before anyone else. Don't forget to join backup channel @Theh,JOOO

A.V. AKHILESH,
Bengaluru

and integrity of India. The
party’s national leadership
needs to rein in those
making such irresponsible
statements. It would be
foolish on the part of the
BJP to foster divisive topics
for narrow political gains.
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bifurcating Tamil Nadu has
suddenly emerged. This is
indeed a venomous idea to
cause a setback to a beautiful
and peaceful State in India,

well-administered. Such a
crooked idea of destabilising
the State must and has to be
thwarted and nipped in the

MANOHARAN MUTHUSWAMY,
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Tennis perfection
Novak Djokovic now stands
shoulder to shoulder with
Roger Federer and Rafael
Nadal, and seems to be the
most complete player. He
does the Houdini act a lot
more often too. Tennis is
more interesting now.

A.R. RAMANARAYANAN,
Chennai
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Tracing the decline of US. power

The U.S. made a major mistake in abandoning realist pragmatism and switching to liberal idealism
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KISHORE MAHBUBANI

In A New Cold War: Henry Kissinger
and the Rise of China, edited by San-
jaya Baru and Rahul Sharma, aca-
demic and diplomat Kishore Mahbu-
bani explains America’s place in the
world in his essay ‘Evil Liberalism
versus Moral Pragmatism’. He as-
serts that by abandoning Kissinger’s
realist pragmatism, the U.S. has be-
come “severely weakened both dom-
estically and externally”. An excerpt:
The year 2021 marks the 50th an-
niversary of Henry Kissinger’s fa-
mous visit to China in July 1971. It also
marks, more or less, the 30th anni-
versary of the end of the Cold War.
With some risk of being accused of
over-simplification, one can say in
the 20 years after Kissinger’s visit to
China, U.S. foreign policy was guided
by the philosophy of realist pragma-
tism. By contrast, in the 30 years af-
ter the end of the Cold War, it was
guided by the philosophy of liberal
idealism. The results are clear. Real-
ist pragmatism delivered the greatest
victory of American foreign policy: a
victory over the mighty Soviet Union
without the U.S. firing a shot at Soviet
armed forces. By contrast, the past
30 years have generated a lot of evil.

Collateral damage
Between 2004 and 2019, the U.S. Air
Force dropped 175,842 bombs on
several countries, according to the
U.S. Air Forces Central Command.
Bombs dropped from the air are of-
ten not accurate. Hence, many inno-
cent people were killed. The Brown
University Watsons Institute’s Cost of
War Project estimates the total ca-
sualties from all post-9/11 wars at
770,000 to 801,000 casualties. The
results are clear: when ethical do-
gooders take over the U.S. foreign
policy, evil is generated: $5.1 trillion
wasted; almost 800,000 lives lost.
Yet, the biggest damage done by
the abandonment of Kissingerian
realist pragmatism is that the U.S. has
become severely weakened both
domestically and externally. Inter-
nally, the 30-year period of liberal-
idealist domination of the U.S. fo-
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U.S. Presidential Adviser Henry Kissinger (left) with Chinese Premier Zhou

Enlaiin Peking in 1971. = THE HINDU ARCHIVES

reign policy has coincided with a 30-
year period of stagnation of working
class incomes. Externally, the U.S. lit-
erally fell asleep at the wheel while
China rose dramatically. In 1980, in
purchasing power parity (PPP)
terms, China’s gross national pro-
duct (GNP) was 10% of that of the U.S.
By 2014, it had become bigger. Now
there is no doubt that the biggest fo-
reign policy challenge the U.S. faces
in the next three decades is China.

So, how should the U.S. manage
China? The main argument of this es-
say is that the U.S. needs to engage in
deep reflection on what went drasti-
cally wrong. The U.S. made a major
mistake in abandoning realist prag-
matism and switching to liberal
idealism. A return to Kissingerian
realist pragmatism would be the best
way to manage a rising China.

Kissinger’s celebrated ‘secret’ visit
to Beijing in July 1971 is widely and
justifiably regarded as a major move
that swung the ‘correlation of forces’
in America’s favour and led to the ul-
timate victory over the Soviet Union.
What was remarkable about the wi-
despread applause that this visit re-
ceived, including from The New York
Times and The Washington Post, is
that so few Americans mentioned
that the U.S. was embracing a regime
in China led by Mao Zedong, which
had only recently created havoc in
the country, leading to enormous hu-
man pain and suffering through the
disastrous policies of the Great Leap
Forward (1958-61) and the Cultural
Revolution (1966-76).

In short, human rights were a se-
condary consideration when realist
pragmatism reigned. Indeed, at the
International Conference on Kampu-
chea of July 13-17,1981, the U.S. dele-

Ethiopia’s political tug of war

The conflict between PM Abiy Ahmed’s party and
the Tigray People’s Liberation Front is escalating

GARIMELLA SUBRAMANIAM

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed believes
he is a man of destiny. As a child, his
mother had prophesied that her son
would become a great ruler one day.
The Prosperity Party the former in-
telligence officer launched, disband-
ing the multi-party coalition that
brought him to power, is said to de-
rive its name from an evangelical
faith. Whatever his predilections, the
Ethiopian leader has, since being ca-
tapulted to premiership in April
2018, stumbled from one crisis to
another, imperilling the country’s re-
cent economic record.

Use of force

When Mr. Abiy commanded a mili-
tary offensive in November in retalia-
tion against a Tigray rebel attack on
federal army barracks, his reputation
as a reformer and peacemaker alrea-
dy lay in ruins. He dismissed opposi-
tion to the use of force, insisting that
the law-and-order operation would
be wound up within weeks. For
months, he denied the involvement
of neighbouring Eritrean forces in
the conflict. In March, Mr. Abiy li-
kened Tigrayan fighters to “flour dis-
persed by the wind.”

But events on the ground tell
another story. Thousands of civilians
have been killed by Ethiopian and
Eritrean forces and Tigrayan militias.
Addis Ababa stands accused by the
United Nations and Amnesty Interna-
tional of war crimes, ethnic cleansing
and the resort to rape and hunger as
weapons of war.

The unilateral ceasefire Mr. Abiy
declared on June 28, purportedly on
humanitarian grounds, carries little
credibility, as Tigray continues to re-
main crippled by a blockade of essen-
tial supplies and communication and
electricity blackouts. The U.S., Ethio-
pia’s long-standing military ally, has
imposed sanctions on several top of-
ficials and the European Union has
suspended millions of dollars in aid.

Meanwhile, after recapturing the
regional capital Mekelle in late June,
the rebel Tigray Defense Forces have
taken thousands of Ethiopian troops
as prisoners of war. They have de-
manded the withdrawal of all federal
forces loyal to Mr. Abiy, besides an in-
dependent investigation into Ethio-
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pian and Eritrean atrocities. The Ti-
gray People’s Liberation Front
(TPLF), the dominant party in the
Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary De-
mocratic Front (EPRDF)’s autocratic
rule until 2018, is resurgent. The or-
ganisation, which Mr. Abiy has
dubbed a “criminal clique,” has
stayed outside his Prosperity Party.

Debretsion Gebremichael, the Pre-
sident of TPLF, has raised the spectre
of the territory asserting its right to
self-determination under the 1995
constitution in view of its deepening
distrust with Addis Ababa. Mr. De-
bretsion has also not ruled out TPLF
retaliation against Eritrean atrocities
in the ongoing conflict. Eritrea’s
strongman President Isaias Afwerki,
who signed the landmark 2018 peace
deal with Mr. Abiy, has now allied
with him, possibly to avenge his
country’s bloody defeat against a
TPLF-led Ethiopian government in
the 1998-2000 border war.

Growing resentment

The volatile atmosphere is a far cry
from the euphoria in 2018 when Mr.
Abiy released political prisoners, lift-
ed the ban on opposition parties and
welcomed exiles home. An Oromo,
the ethnic community that consti-
tutes more than a third of Ethiopia’s
population, Mr. Abiy ’s elevation
symbolised the redressal of the coun-
try’s political imbalance. Tigrayans,
who form less than 10% of the popu-
lace, had wielded power dispropor-
tionate to their strength for 28 years
under the EPRDF coalition. In the
event, the Oromos’ enthusiasm to
assert their new-found freedom
proved unsustainable and the Ti-
grayans began to resent the erosion
of political influence.

Matters reached a head when Ti-
gray held provincial polls in Septem-
ber 2020, defying Addis Ababa’s de-
cision to defer general elections
nationally in view of the pandemic.
The ballot was eventually held on
June 21, but not in at least 100 consti-
tuencies. Although Mr. Abiy has
predictably won the election, the se-
cond most populated nation in Africa
is at a crossroads.

Garimella Subramaniam is Director -
Strategic Initiatives, AgnoShin Tecchnologies
Pvt Ltd
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gation, led by Alexander Haig, ac-
tually supported China against the
ASEAN countries, when China said
that the Khmer Rouge should be al-
lowed to return to power in Phnom
Penh after the Vietnamese withdra-
wal. I was personally present and
shocked when this happened. Yet
the same Reagan administration, in a
more ‘liberal’ move, supported the
removal of the dictator [Ferdinand]
Marcos from the Philippines. In
short, even in the realist-pragmatic
era, there were liberal elements.
Kissinger wasn’t the only major fi-
gure advocating realist pragmatism.
Other major thinkers of that era did
so, including George Kennan and
Zbigniew Brzezinski. While Kennan
is often associated with the harsh
policy of ‘containment’ of the Soviet
Union, John Mearsheimer reminds
us that Kennan was a shrewd and so-
phisticated thinker. Firstly, he em-
phasised that the outcome of the
Cold War would not be determined
by the size of their respective armed
forces. Instead, it would depend on
the ‘spiritual vitality’ of their domes-
tic societies. This is what he had said:
‘It is rather a question of the degree
to which the U.S. can create among
the peoples of the world generally
the impression of a country which
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knows what it wants, which is coping
successfully with the problems of its
internal life and with the responsibil-
ities of a World Power, and which has
a spiritual vitality capable of holding
its own among the major ideological
currents of the time.” He also called
for ‘greater humility in our national
outlook.” According to Mearsheimer,
his call for humility was in response
to a strong claim made by then Secre-
tary of State Madeleine Albright in
February 1998, when she had said, ‘If
we have to use force, it is because we
are America; we are the indispensa-
ble nation. We stand tall and we see
further than other countries into the
future, and we see the danger here to
all of us’

Kennan lived to the ripe old age of
101 and died in 2005. Hence, he lived
through the first 15 years of the post-
Cold War era. Significantly, he also
disapproved of the many key moves
when the U.S. switched from realist
pragmatism to liberal idealism. He
disapproved of the expansion of NA-
TO into the former Soviet bloc. Ken-
nan also disapproved of the invasion
of Iraq.

‘Delusions of superiority’
Dick Cheney confidently asserted
that U.S. troops would be welcomed
in Iraq. He said, ‘I really do believe
that we will be greeted as liberators.
Mearsheimer observes that in con-
trast to such beliefs that the U.S. was
morally superior, Kennan did not be-
lieve that the U.S. was more virtuous
in any meaningful way. Indeed, Ken-
nan observed that Americans were
suffering from ‘delusions of superior-
ity’. Kennan strongly argued against
the U.S. taking a ‘paternalistic res-
ponsibility to anyone, be it even in
the form of military occupation’.
Many of the points raised here will
be disputed. Yet, there is no doubt
that the policies of restraint and
pragmatism, advocated by people
like Kissinger and Kennan in the Cold
War era, contrast significantly with
the liberal idealism of the post-Cold
War era, as demonstrated by the
statement of Democrats like Albright
and Republicans like George W.
Bush. These contrasting approaches
also explain American success of the
Cold War era and the failures of the
post-Cold War era.

Excerpted with permission from
HarperCollins

Dialogue over discord

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat's speech has ushered in a ray of

hope for harmony

<<k

TARIQ MANSOOR

There have been a lot of deliberations on
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief
Mohan Bhagwat’s speech on July 5 during a
book launch function in Ghaziabad. The
speech carries many firsts and sends a mes-
sage to both Hindus and Muslims. Discus-
sions in the media and in social and political
groups may be taking place on the content of
the speech, but there is no denying that it
has ushered in a ray of hope for harmony.

A bold speech

Mr. Bhagwat stressed on two major issues,
peaceful coexistence and initiating a dia-
logue for a composite culture, to be attained
by safeguarding and following our own reli-
gious practices, cultures, and attire. Nothing
is left for a tussle when the two communities
share a motherland, culture, and ancestors.

Mr. Bhagwat’s speech has to be viewed in
its entirety. The time has come for a new be-
ginning. His bold outreach needs to be reci-
procated. There may be issues, concerns,
and even irritants during this journey but we
have to overcome all this. Treading a peace-
ful path is the need of the hour.

There are many points in Mr. Bhagwat’s
speech which we have to agree with without
discussion. India is the motherland for both
the communities. He has shunned the appre-
hension regarding his remarks — there is no
need for confrontation. The fact that such a
statement comes from the RSS chief itself de-
notes that Muslims should not live with any
fear psychosis. When Mr. Bhagwat said that
the DNA of Hindus and Muslims is the same
and they have the same ancestors, it shows
that proving one’s Muslim identity does not
hold much ground.

It is true that incidents of mob lynching of
Muslims are a matter of concern as they have
endangered the life and security of the com-
munity. Mr. Bhagwat categorically con-
demned all such lynching incidents. He said
that those who indulge in lynching are
against Hindutva. The law should take its
own course against such people without any
partiality.

Mr. Bhagwat said Muslims should not live
in a cycle of fear. This could instill confi-
dence in the community. It is a fact that there
is fear and apprehension in the community.
There is no space for firebrand sloganeering
that Islam is in danger, Muslims will be evict-
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Nowhere near breaking point

On Sunday, Novak Djokovic became the third male singles player to win 20 Grand Slam titles after
Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal. The trio have won 60 of the 72 Majors played since Wimbledon
2003, Federer's first Slam title. Their sheer dominance has pushed the average age of men Slam
winners above 30, with breakthrough wins — when a player wins their first Major — becoming a rarity.
However, it's a different story in the women's singles event. After Serena Williams' dominance
waned, new and younger champions have burst onto the scene. Twelve of the last 22 wins were
breakthroughs and most of the players were relatively young, pushing down the average age ,
of women champions since 2016. By Sumant Sen and Vignesh Radhakrishnan

AGEING LIKE FINE WINE | The chart depicts the age of men's singles Grand
Slam winners (%) and the average age of champions at the Australian Open
B, French Open B, Wimbledon B and the U.S. Open I Since 2010, the
average* age of champions has consistently moved upwards across all four
Majors. In the past, there were instances when the average age of winners was ‘,
relatively high. But such a high average age was neither seen in four consecutive
Grand Slam tournaments nor did it sustain for a significant period of time
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AN OPEN FIELD | The chart depicts the age of women's singles Grand Slam winners (*¢) and
the average age of champions at various Slams. Contrary to the men's singles, the average
age of women's singles champions has trended downwards in the past few years after a
period which saw relatively older winners. The decrease in age can be attributed to many
first-time winners who were relatively young. Half of the 22 Grand Slam champions since
2016 were aged below 24, the average age of winners in this period
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SHEER DOMINANCE | Since 2000, 60 out of the 86 men's singles Grand Slam titles were won by Federer, Nadal or
Djokovic (@®). In the past five years, only one Grand Slam has had a winner outside of the Big Three
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BREAKTHROUGHS | Counting the number of breakthroughs can be an indicator of how dominant Federer, Nadal, and
Djokovic have been in the men's singles and how open the women's singles playing field has been. The chart shows only
the breakthrough wins since 2000 in both men’'s @ and women's singles #. Since 2008 (Djokovic's first Major), there have
been only five breakthrough wins among men. On the other hand, there have been 20 breakthrough wins among women

° e o o o o0
° ° e o o
o o e o o [
1 1
2016 2021

T T T
1981 2001 2021

] + + +

1 I
2016 2021

Express Official (https://t. me/The_Hindu_Express) before anyone else. Don't forget to'join backup channel @T

ed, etc. Mr. Bhagwat himself candidly admit-
ted that he can become popular with such
rhetoric speeches but Hindus will them-
selves not support him.

The message from Mr. Bhagwat’s speech is
also for the majority community. The fringe
elements need to learn lessons from it. The
sensationalisation of statements, such as ‘no
Muslims will live here’, may get space in the
media, but the majority community does not
approve of such an attitude. The RSS chief
has highlighted the fact that there may have
been some mistakes and excesses in the
past, but we have to move forward. He has
also drawn a line for the political situation in
the country. Unity emanates from camarade-
rie, not from politics. It will come from the
continuous efforts of enlightened people,
not through politics.

Emphasising unity

Not long before Mr. Bhagwat’s speech, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi delivered an impor-
tant speech to the Muslim community at the
centenary celebrations of the Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU) in 2020. His speech was
appreciated in India and abroad for empha-
sising unity while achieving common nation-
al goals such as Aatmanirbharta, women’s
education, preservation of cultural heritage
and equality of opportunity, while de-em-
phasising  political and ideological
differences.

It is within this framework that the
speeches of both Mr. Modi and Mr. Bhagwat
have to be appreciated. These are genuine at-
tempts to engage with the community. More
importantly, it is crucial that this be recipro-
cated by the Muslim community through
dialogue. AMU can play an important role in
facilitating this dialogue. Section 5(2)(b) of
the AMU Act confers the university with the
mission to promote the study of the reli-
gions, culture and civilisation of India. To-
wards this, the AMU, in its centenary year,
established the Dara Shikoh Centre for Inter-
faith Dialogue. Dara Shikoh, a Mughal
prince, was the founder of the academic
movement for Hindu-Muslim dialogue.

For centuries, the two communities have
lived in unity sharing a motherland, culture,
and ancestors. Throughout the course of his-
tory, our rulers were different, but the coun-
try has remained one. This is what makes
our Bharat unique. This is the message from
this ancient land to the entire world. Any dia-
logue must take lessons from the past, live in
the present and chart a peaceful path for the
future. Let us move ahead with open hearts
and minds.

Tarig Mansoor is Vice-Chancellor, Aligarh Muslim
University
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Concern over U.S. arms for Pak.

The Defence and External Affairs Ministers
to-day [New Delhi, July 12] spoke reassuring-
ly in Parliament about India’s preparedness
on both the western and eastern fronts to
meet any Pakistani threat, while deploring
strongly the continued supply of U.S. arms
to the military rulers of Pakistan. The De-
fence Minister, Mr. Jagjivan Ram, assured
the Lok Sabha, in the course of his reply to
the seven-hour debate on the budget de-
mands for the defence forces, that despite
Pakistan’s frantic efforts to augment its mili-
tary strength, India still retained a decisive
edge in almost every sphere. In his reply to
the calling attention motion of the supply of
American arms to Pakistan, the External Af-
fairs Minister, Mr. Swaran Singh, disclosed
that in addition to numerous verbal repre-
sentations made at the highest level, India
had also protested in writing on June 27 to
the U.S. Government against the dangerous
implications of this action. He told the Lok
Sabha that the Government of India felt that
the “the supply of arms to Pakistan by any
country in the present context amounts to
condonation of the genocide in Bangla Desh
and encouragement to the continuation of
the atrocities by the Military rulers of Pakis-
tan.”

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO juULY 13, 1921
Fire in cinema

Lahore, July 12:- Shortly after 9 last night
while the Empire Cinema, situated on Ma-
cload Road, was about to finish the first per-
formance, the sudden fusing of electric
wires, it is said, set fire inside the operator’s
room. Alarm was immediately given and the
whole audience was safely brought out. Un-
fortunately one of the films caught fire and
though attempts were made by means of fire
extinguishers to control flames, the scarcity
of water prevented anything substantial be-
ing done. Just then a big dust-storm came
along and within a very short time the whole
building was completely gutted. Mr. Madan
and his staff saved all films stored in the pre-
mises, all pianos and as much of the furni-
ture as could be brought out. They were as-
sisted by the military and police on duty and
members of the general public. But for this
voluntary assistance, nothing could have
been saved, so sudden was the conflagra-
tion. The municipal fire engines arrived on
the spot twenty minutes after the fire and
were unable to do anything until water was
obtained after another 20 minutes. The fire
was brought under control about midnight.
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Nepal SC directs Deuba
to be appointed PM

Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Oli’s supporters, including
youths and students affiliat-
ed to the ruling CPN-UML,
took to streets here to prot-
est against the top court’s
verdict against the 69-year-
old Communist leader.
Cadres of the National
Youth Force affiliated to the
CPN-UML gathered in Mai-
tighar Mandal near the
court premises chanting slo-
gans against the verdict.
“We are not bound to ac-
cept all the orders passed by
the Supreme Court, be-
ware!” read a banner car-

ried by the demonstrators.

Mr. Oli’s confidant and
former Minister Mahesh
Basnet was also present at
the protests, according to
media reports.

As many as 30 petitions
were filed against the disso-
lution of the House by the
President. One of the peti-
tions was filed by the Oppo-
sition parties’ alliance with
the signature of 146 lawmak-
ers, demanding reinstate-
ment of the Lower House of
Parliament and appoint-
ment of Mr. Deuba as the
Prime Minister.

Inflation remains above
6% for second month

Growth impulses remained
fragile with the second CO-
VID-19 wave hurting the re-
covery momentum, accord-
ing to quick estimates of
industrial output for May,
with output levels 8% lower

than April.
Manufacturing  output
tanked 9.5% month-on-

month, electricity produc-
tion fell nearly 7%, although
mining moved up marginal-
ly by 0.6% in May.

Headline factory output
increased 29.3% over an in-
comparable May 2020,
when industrial production
had collapsed over 33% in
the midst of a national
lockdown.

However, this was 13.9%
below the pre-pandemic le-
vels of May 2019.

“Consumer durables and
capital goods stood out as
the worst affected sectors in
May, trailing the pre-COVID
levels by 41.2% and 36.9%,
respectively,” noted Aditi
Nayar, chief economist at
rating agency ICRA.

DBS Group Research eco-
nomist Radhika Rao said
Monetary Policy Committee
members may retain a
growth focus but are likely
to express discomfort on

the recent bout of sticky in-
flation, in the absence of
corrective fiscal steps like
excise duty cuts on fuel.

“If the CPI inflation re-
mains entrenched above
the 6% upper threshold in
the next two prints (July-Au-
gust 2021), a preponement
of rate normalisation can’t
be ruled out,” warned Ms.
Nayar, who expects the
tightrope walk between
supporting a ‘nascent, in-
complete’ growth revival
and preserving the need to
anchor inflationary expec-
tations, to continue.

“Beyond the monthly
swings, inflation continues
to stay above the mid-point
(4%) of the inflation target
since late 2019... Pipeline
risks are in focus, from ser-
vice inflation as the second
wave ebbs, pass-through
from higher input prices as
well as risks of a sub-normal
southwest monsoon,” Ms
Rao pointed out.

While the pace of price
rise slowed marginally in
rural India from 6.5% in
May to 6.2% in June, infla-
tion experienced by urban
consumers quickened
further to 6.4% from 5.9% in
May.

Panel studying trial data
of new vaccine: govt.

More than 1.54 crore
(1,54,20,956) balance and
unutilised doses were still
available with the States/
UTs and private hospitals, it
added.

In arelated development,
doctors across the country
have been reporting in-
creased cases of Long
COVID.

COVID-19 infection and
symptoms that continue for
four to 12 weeks and beyond
the initial illness with a wide
range of symptoms affecting

all systems — respiratory,
cardiac, neurological, mus-
cular and even general fa-
tigue — is known as Long
COVID.

“It seems to affect older
persons plus those with co-
morbidities,” said Madhu
Handa, medical director,
Moolchand Hospital.

“There is proven re-
search that it is common for
COVID-19 to last for five
months or more and there
are reports of it lasting 12
months also,” she said.

Dalit man thrashed on
suspicion of goat theft

MOHAMMED IQBAL
JAIPUR
A Dalit man was tied to a
tree and thrashed by a
group of people in Mohan-
pura village of Rajasthan’s
Bhilwara district on the sus-
picion that he had stolen a
goat from a house. The inci-
dent, which took place on
Friday last week, came to
light when its video clip
went viral on social media.
Similar thefts were earlier
reported in the village, but
there was no trace of the
thief. Some villagers sus-
pected that Dalit youth Ra-

mesh Balai was the culprit,

as he was allegedly seen

roaming around the spot.

Some villagers forcibly
took Ramesh from Mali Khe- :
da roundabout near Mohan-

pura and tied him to a tree.

The youth was beaten mer- :
cilessly though he pleaded :
innocence and said he did :
not know anything about

the goats.

A villager shot a video of
the incident and posted it :

on the social media groups.

Alerted by the video, the
police swung into action !

and launched a probe.

Don't permit Mekedatu
project: all-party meet

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

A meeting of all legislature
parties in Tamil Nadu, in-
cluding the BJP, unanimous-
ly passed a resolution on
Monday, urging the Union
government not to accord
permission to Karnataka for
building a dam across the
Cauvery at Mekedatu. The
meeting was convened by
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin at
the Secretariat.

CcM
K

The resolution said no :
construction must be un- :
dertaken at Mekedatu with- :
out the permission of the :
downstream States as per :

the Supreme Court’s ruling.

“Yet, Karnataka is making
efforts to constructa damat
Mekedatu. This is highly :

condemnable,” it said.

The parties observed that
the project would affect wa- :
ter supply for the farmers of :

Tamil Nadu.
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68 killed in lightning strikes in
3 States; experts issue Wammg

‘Rise in such incidents is partly due to cascading effects of global warming’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

With the monsoon making a
slow revival over several
parts of India, except the
northwest region, there is a
rise in lightning-linked
deaths.

Nearly 68 were reportedly
struck dead by lightning on a
single day in Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Madhya Pra-
desh, according to reports
from the States on Sunday.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced an ex gratia
of 32 lakh each for the next
of kin of those killed in the
lightning strikes in all the
three States and 350,000 for
the injured.

Over the years, the Home
Ministry’s statistics consis-
tently cited lightning as the
biggest natural disaster-
linked killer in India.

In 2019, an analysis by
private weather company
Skymet reported that five
States accounted for half the
lightning strikes that year,
led by Odisha with 9,37,462
strikes or about 16% of the
cloud-to-ground strikes.
There were 20 million
lightning strikes in that pe-
riod with over 72% of them

In a flash: State Disaster Response Force personnel searching
for bodies in the Amber Fort in Jaipur where 11 people were
killed after being struck by lightning on Sunday. =ap

being instances of “in-cloud”
lightning.

The most recent statistics
from the National Crime Re-
cords Bureau, from 2019,
said that year, there were
8,145 deaths in the country
attributable to forces of na-

ture. Of these, 35.3% deaths
were reported due to ‘lightn-
ing’, 15.6% deaths due to
‘heat/sun stroke’ and 11.6%
deaths due to ‘flood’. Most of
those who died due to acci-
dents caused by forces of na-
ture were reported to be be-

longing to the age-group of
30-45 (25.3%) and 45-60

(24.9%) together.
Under ‘lightning’, Bihar
(400), Madhya Pradesh

(400), Jharkhand (334) and
Uttar Pradesh (321) reported
the maximum number of
victims.

Experts have warned of a
rise in lightning disaster
partly due to the cascading
effects of global warming. At
a seminar last month, S.D.
Pawar, scientist at the Indian
Institute of Tropical Meteo-
rology, Pune, stated that an-
nual lightning deaths had ri-
sen nearly two and a half
times from the late 1960s to
2019 and were directly
linked to the climate crisis,
that increased moisture over
land due to warming.

Open fields

Several weather agencies
now issue lightningrelated
warnings and there are apps
that generate customised fo-
recasts. However a large pro-
portion of deaths are in rural
areas with open fields and
people, in a bid to take shel-
ter from the rain, choose to
stay under trees that are fre-
quently struck by lightning.

Monsoon eludes Delhi
-~ despite fair conditions

It is only a matter of time, says IMD

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

While the conditions for the
monsoon’s onset over Delhi
are in place, meteorologists
are unable to set a precise
date.

For well over a week now,
the monsoon — that was to
have reached Delhi on June
27-29 — has been on the
threshold of the region with
its northernmost limit over
a stretch that spans Barmer,
Aligarh, Meerut, Ambala
and Amritstar.

“Conditions are ripe for
the monsoon in Delhi and it
is only a matter of time,” M.
Mohapatra, Director-Gener-
al, IMD, told The Hindu on
Monday.

The latest forecasts, as of
Monday morning, indicate
no significant rain over the
region for the next 24 hours
and only chances of a “light
drizzle” for the early part of
the week.

‘Unprecedented failure’
With questions swirling on
IMD’s failure to predict the
monsoon in Delhi, the agen-
cy issued a statement late
Monday arguing that the fai-
lure of their model was un-
precedented.

“Such type of failure by
numerical models in predic-

IT Rules: SC gives petitioner a week’s time

He can check whether it addresses the issue of communally sensitive content on social media

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day gave a week’s time for a
petitioner to study the Infor-
mation Technology (Inter-
mediary Guidelines and Dig-
ital Media Ethics Code) Rules
of 2021 to verify whether it
addresses the issue of com-
munally sensitive content

posted on social media
platforms.
A Bench led by Chief Jus-

tice of India (CJI) N.V. Rama-
na even suggested that the
petitioner, advocate Khaja
Aijazuddin, could approach
the government.

Mr. Aijazuddin said he
had moved the apex court
on the suggestion of the Te-
langana High Court. He
sought directions to the go-
vernment to restrain social
media platforms from carry-
ing Islamophobic content on

their timelines and to direct
a CBI or NIA probe against
Twitter and its users in-
volved in putting out “in-
flammatory posts”. The peti-
tion referred to how
“massive publicity was given
by the media that many of
the positive cases of symp-
toms of coronavirus were
found from Tablighi Jamaat
at Nizamuddin in Delhi”.

The petition contended
“there was a massive trend-
ing of tweets on Twitter at-
taching the Muslim religion
to the cause of spread of co-
ronavirus”.

He said he was “aggrieved
with trending on Twitter un-
der the name and styled #Is-
lamiccoronavirusjihad, etc”.
It amounted to promoting
hatred against a particular
religion, which is a criminal
offence both under the In-
dian Penal Code and the In-

formation Technology Act of
2000.

The petition, filed in May,
asked the court to direct the
government to frame specif-
ic guidelines under the Infor-
mation Technology Act of
2000 about “hate messages
against any religious com-
munity including Islamo-
phobic posts on various so-
cial media platforms”.

The Bench, including Jus-
tice A.S. Bopanna, ad-
dressed Mr. Aijazuddin,

Afghan situation to dominate
Jaishankar’s central Asian visit

External Affairs Minister to meet Pak., Chinese counterparts

SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar travels to Central
Asia on Tuesday for two
back-to-back meetings fo-
cusing on Afghanistan,
which will see him face-to-
face with the Foreign Minis-
ters of both Pakistan and
China as well as attending a
conference with Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan,
Afghanistan President Ash-
raf Ghani and U.S. Special
Envoy Zalmay Khalilzad.

Mr. Jaishankar will first at-
tend the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO) mi-
nisterial in Dushanbe on July
13 and 14 after which he will
travel to Tashkent for a re-
gional connectivity confe-
rence on July 15 and 16.

Though Mr. Jaishankar
has been at the same venue
as the Pakistan Foreign Mi-
nister Shah Mehmood Qu-
reshi at least twice in the
past few months, the SCO
meeting marks the first time
he will be in the room with
Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi, since the two met
in Moscow last September,
when they agreed to de-es-
calate tensions at the Line of
Actual Control.

However, the agreement
has yet to be fully imple-
mented on the ground. The
External Affairs Ministry de-
clined to comment on
whether Mr. Jaishankar and
Mr. Wang will have a sepa-

S. Jaishankar

rate meeting at either of the
two venues that both will
travel to.

The focus of both meet-
ings is expected to be the de-
teriorating security situation
in Afghanistan and regional
solutions for the country in
the wake of the U.S. and NA-
TO troops pull-out, said
organisers.

Dushanbe will host a spe-
cial SCO-contact group
meeting of eight member
states (Russia, India, China,
Pakistan and Central Asian
states) with Afghanistan Fo-
reign Minister Hanif Atmar
on July 14. Significantly, the
contact group, which nor-
mally meets at the level of
Deputy Foreign Ministers, is
being upgraded this time,
and all Foreign Ministers are
expected to give a joint state-
ment on Afghanistan.

The statement will be of
particular importance as the
Taliban has stepped up vio-
lence in the country, and Ta-
liban militants claim they

are taking over more towns
and cities from the Afghan
forces, which led to India
pulling all its staff out of the
Kandahar Consulate on Sa-
turday. Afghanistan was
high on the agenda of Mr.
Jaishankar’s meetings in
Tehran and Moscow last
week as well.

In Tashkent, Uzbekistan
President Shavkat Mirzi-
yoyev will make a greater
push for trade connectivity
between South and Central
Asia, including discussing
the importance of the Cha-
bahar project with India and
signing a transit trade agree-
ment (TTA) with PM Khan
that will give Uzbekistan ac-
cess to Pakistani ports, be-
nefiting trade with Afghanis-
tan as well.

“Afghanistan is not just a
neighbour, but a part of our
region. Presently it is seen
by some as a source of pro-
blems and threats, but it is
also a source of possibilities,
and the President feels that
the foremost purpose of this
conference is to strengthen
connectivity, including
through Afghanistan,” Uzbe-
kistan Ambassador to India
Dilshod Akhotov told The
Hindu in an interview. He
added that Afghanistan
would be included in the Uz-
bekistan-India-Iran trilateral
in the future, and plans for a
Preferential Trade Agree-
ment (PTA) with India were
also under consideration.

“Have you not examined the
recent IT Rules... it takes
care of this...”

The petitioner, however,
argued that the Rules did not
“consider religion but only
defamatory content”.

The CJI said, “Have you
read the latest Rules? Please
do your homework and
come... list after a week”.

The new Rules was noti-
fied on February 25 under
the Information Technology
Act of 2000. It regulates so-
cial intermediaries, content
on digital media and ad-
dresses cyber-crime. It
comes in place of the Infor-
mation Technology (Inter-
mediate Guidelines) Rules of
2011.

Already, the different as-
pects of the new Rules are
under judicial scanner. The
government has recently
moved the apex court to

transfer the cases pending
against it from various High
Courts to it. On July 9, a
Bench of Justices A.M. Khan-
wilkar and Sanjiv Khanna
tagged the government’s
transfer plea to a pending
special leave petition titled
‘Justice for Rights Founda-
tion versus Union of India’.
The Justice Khanwilkar
Bench had said the case
would be listed before an ap-
propriate Bench on July 16.

The government's transfer
petition is likely to come up
before a Bench led by Justice
D.Y. Chandrachud on July 16.
The ‘Justice for Rights Foun-
dation’ case is pending be-
fore this Bench and primari-
ly concerns the regulation of
content shown on over-the-
top (OTT) platforms. This
Bench has been examining
the issue in the backdrop of
the new IT Rules.

Remembering the past: Union Culture Minister G. Kishan
Reddy visiting the National Archives in New Delhi on
Monday. Minister of State Meenakshi Lekhi is seen. =pri

Records of freedom
fighters to be digitised

Bid to mark 75 years of Independence

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Culture Minister G. Kishan
Reddy on Monday said the
National Archives’ records
related to freedom fighters
would be digitised within a
year as a part of the com-
memoration of 75 years of
Independence next year.

Mr. Reddy, who took over
the Culture and Tourism Mi-
nistries after the Cabinet
reshuffle last week, visited
the National Archives on
Monday morning. After his
visit, he told presspersons
that the National Archives of
India, which houses over 18
crore pages, 64,000 vol-
umes and 1.2 lakh maps,
had started the digitisation
process, but it would take a
long time to complete.

“The records of the free-
dom movement and free-
dom fighters would be digi-
tised in the coming year as a
part of the Azadi ka Amrit

Mahotsav,” he said, refer-
ring to the year-long series
of activities leading up to In-
dependence Day 2022.

Mr. Reddy said he would
review the digitisation pro-

ject in general and that of

the freedom fighters in par-
ticular soon to speed up the
work.

Safety precautions

Asked about the safety of

the records during the pro-
posed demolition of the an-
nexe building as part of the
Central Vista redevelop-
ment project, Mr. Reddy
said “precaution will be ta-
ken for each page”.

To a question about
crowds gathering at tourist
hotspots after the second
wave of the pandemic abat-
ed, Mr. Reddy said it was the
“State governments’ res-
ponsibility” to impose the
protocol. He appealed to the
public to cooperate.

tion of monsoon advance
over Delhi is rare and un-
common. It is needless to
mention that the IMD has
predicted well with high ac-
curacy about the advance of
monsoon over Delhi in the
recent past years and also
the advance of monsoon ov-
er different parts of the
country during the mon-
soon-2021 accurately about
four to five days ahead. The
IMD is monitoring the situa-
tion continuously and will
provide the regular updates
on advance of monsoon into
remaining parts of north-
west India including Delhi.”

After the monsoon made
its onset over Kerala on June
3, its southwest branch
made a rapid journey up-
wards, prompting the IMD
to forecast that it could ar-
rive by June 15.

“We made a mistake with
that. However after July 1,
the IMD’s position has been
that the monsoon would set
in around July 10. We are
seeing the setting in of the
characteristic monsoon
winds as well as low humid-
ity and the clouds are there
too. The rain is soon inevita-
ble,” said Mr. Mohapatra.

The overall monsoon
rainfall from a surplus has
turned to an 8% deficit.

India faces
danger of
narco-terror:
Amit Shah

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
AHMEDABAD

With the growing menace
of narcotics, India is facing
the danger of narco-terror
as drug traffickers and ped-
dlers further their illegal
and disruptive activities us-
ing drug money, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
said in Gandhinagar on
Monday. He inaugurated
the Centre of Excellence for
Research and Analysis of
Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances at the Na-
tional Forensic Sciences

University (NFSU) in
Gandhinagar.
“The Centre has decided

that we will not let narcot-
ics enter our country and
not let India become its
pathway. It is important to
stop this menace,” he said.

Jamia shooter
held for hate
speech at
Haryana event

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

Gopal Sharma alias Ram
Bhakt Gopal, 19, accused of
shooting at a Jamia student
last year during the anti-Ci-
tizenship Amendment Act
(CAA) protests, was arrest-
ed by the Gurugram Police
on Monday in connection
with his hate speech at a
mahapanchayat in Pataudi
earlier this month. He has
been charged with outrag-
ing religious feelings and
promoting enmity bet-
ween different groups.
Sharma was arrested at Si-
kanderpur Badha village,
said the police. The arrest
came following the regis-
tration of an FIR against
him late on Sunday night
on a complaint by a resi-
dent of Jamalpur village.

The case was registered
at Pataudi police station
under Section 153A (Pro-
moting enmity between
different  groups on
grounds of religion etc.)
and 295A (Deliberate and
malicious acts, intended to
outrage religious feelings
of any class by insulting its
religion or  religious
beliefs).

The complainant, in the
FIR, said the teenager gave
a provocative speech at
mahapanchayat organised
at Ramlila Ground in Patau-
di on July 4. He further ad-
ded that the speech could
instigate riots and create
law and order situation.
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Assam CM
tables cattle

'VHP flays U.P’s population Bill

protection Bill Tmbalance between communities due to different response to family planning’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on
Monday tabled the Assam
Cattle Preservation Bill,
2021, on the first day of the
Assembly’s Budget session.

The State Cabinet had a
week ago approved the Bill
seeking to ban the tran-
sport of cattle within as
well as to and from Assam.

The Bill would replace
the existing Assam Cattle
Preservation Act, 1950,
which allowed the slaught-
er of cattle above the age of
14 after approval from local
veterinary officers.

“No person shall tran-
sport or offer for transport
or cause to be transported
any cattle without a valid
permit from any place of
another State through As-
sam to any place outside
the State of Assam, any
place within the State of
Assam to any place outside
the State of Assam where
the slaughter of cattle is
not regulated by law,” the
Bill said.

NISTULA HEBBAR
NEW DELHI

The Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) has objected to incen-
tivising public servants and
others to follow the “one-
child norm” mentioned in
certain sections of the pro-
posed Uttar Pradesh Popula-
tion (Control, Stabilisation
and Welfare) Bill, 2021.

The objection pertains to
not just the fact that China
has had to reverse its one-
child policy because of its
negative impact of the availa-
bility of a working popula-
tion, but because of what the
VHP termed an “imbalance
between different communi-
ties because they are known
to respond differently to fa-
mily planning and contra-
ception”, flagging different
Total Fertility Rates (TFR)
between Hindu and Muslim
communities in States such
as Kerala and Assam.

The Bill has been pu-
blished by the Uttar Pradesh
Law Commission inviting
suggestions and modifica-
tions, with Chief Minister Yo-
gi Adityanath actively pro-

Choksi gets bail, can
return to Antigua

Dominica HC nod for medical care

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Dominica High Court
has granted bail to fugitive
diamantaire Mehul Choksi,
allowing him to travel to An-
tigua and Barbuda for treat-
ment of his neurological
condition, local media there
reported.

The court has granted a
consent order by Choksi’s
legal team permitting him to
go to Antigua, where he has
been staying as a citizen
since 2018 after he left India,
after depositing 10,000
Eastern Caribbean dollars
(approximately 32.75 lakh)
as bail money to seek medi-
cal attention from a special-
ised neurologist, Nature Isle
News reported.

The court has also stayed
the ongoing trial before a
magistrate for his alleged il-
legal entry into Dominica on
May 23, till his return, it
said.

Priyanka
meets U.P.
leaders

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Congress general secretary
for Uttar Pradesh Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra on Monday
had a brainstorming ses-
sion with leaders from the
State regarding the party’s
political strategy for next
year’s Assembly election.
The virtual meeting of
the Congress’ advisory
council decided that party
workers would hit the
streets against the State go-
vernment over price rise
and unemployment. Some
party leaders also suggest-
ed that Ms. Vadra shift her
base to Lucknow to take on
the BJP government.

Mehul Choksi

The court order has come
as a major jolt to Indian ef-
forts to bring back Choksi,
wanted in the %13,500-crore
scam in the Punjab National
Bank, from Dominica,
where he was held for illegal
entry after his disappea-
rance from Antigua and
Barbuda.

“Dominica courts finally
upheld the rule of law and
rights of a human to be
treated in the medical facili-
ties of his choice,” Choksi’s
lawyer Vijay Aggarwal said.

In the case of U.P,, the one-

child policy is likely to lead
to imbalance between different
communities because they are

known to respond differently to
the incentives and disincentives
related to family planning

and contraception

ALOK KUMAR,
VHP'S ACTING PRESIDENT

moting it as a desired policy
aim of his government.

China as example

VHP’s acting president Alok
Kumar has written to the
Law Commission formalis-
ing its objection, citing the
example of China and its go-
vernment’s recent relaxation
of the one-child norm fol-
lowed earlier to illustrate his
point.

He asked that Section 5,
6(2) and 7 of the Bill “go well
beyond” the said Bill’s objec-
tives, which aimed to stabil-
ise the population and pro-
mote the two-child norm.

“The Sections 5, 6(2) and
7 of the Bill, which incentiv-
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ise public servants and oth-
ers to have only one child in
the family, go well beyond
the said objects of the Bill in
the Preamble,” Mr. Kumar
said.

“In a contracting popula-
tion, the ratio between the
working age and dependent
population gets disrupted,”
the letter said.

“In an extreme case, the
one-child policy would lead
to a situation where there is
only one working age adult
to look after two parents and
four grandparents. In China,
which adopted the one-child
policy in 1980, it was called
the 1-2-4 phenomenon. To
get over it, China had to re-

lax its one-child policy,” it
added.

‘Further imbalance’
“In the case of Uttar Pra-
desh, the one-child policy is
likely to lead to further imba-
lance between different
communities because they
are known to respond diffe-
rently to the incentives and
disincentives related to fami-
ly planning and contracep-
tion,” Mr. Kumar noted, cit-
ing examples of Assam and
Kerala where, he stated, the
TFR of Hindus was far below
the replacement rate of 2.1,
but that of Muslims was 3.16
in Assam and 2.33 in Kerala.
“In these States, one of the
communities has thus en-
tered the contraction phase,
while the other is still ex-
panding,” he observed.
Many States have some
type of incentive pro-
gramme for population con-
trol, including Assam, with
Uttar Pradesh, less than a
year away from Assembly
election, bringing in a draft
law that promises to raise
the political heat.

Nitish says laws won' help
to check population growth

Bihar CM says girls” education helped cut fertility rate in State

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PATNA

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar asserted on Monday
that it was not possible to en-
sure population control
through laws.

He was reacting to Union
Rural Development Minister
and senior Bihar BJP leader
Giriraj Singh’s call for a poli-
cy on population control in
Bihar similar to the one
launched by Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath.

“Look at China or, for that
matter, any other example,”
Mr. Kumar told a select
group of presspersons on
the sidelines of his weekly
janata ke durbar mein muk-
hyamantri (Chief Minister in
people’s court) programme
that resumed on Monday af-
ter gap of nearly five years.
“It was eureka moment for
my government when data
showed that girls’ education
up to Class 12 helped in dras-
tically reducing fertility

Nitish Kumar

rate,” he said.

“Some people may be-
lieve that this can be done
only by a law, but our think-
ing is clear. I'm not in favour
of any law,” said Mr. Kumar,
who heads a National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) govern-
ment in alliance with the
BJP.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath, while
launching the State’s popula-
tion policy for 2021-2030,
had said, “Increasing popu-
lation can be an obstacle to
development.” Mr. Singh la-
ter said there must be a simi-

lar legislation in Bihar to
check the exponential
growth in  population.
“Overpopulation is a major
obstacle to development
and social harmony,” he told
presspersons in his Lok Sab-
ha constituency of Begusarai
on July 11.

The BJP MLA from the Bis-
fi constituency in the State,
too, echoed a similar senti-
ment. “A conspiracy is un-
der way to turn India into an
Islamic nation,” he said.

The ruling alliance partn-
er, Janata Dal (United), and
the Opposition mahagath-
bandhan (grand alliance)
leaders reacted strongly to
the BJP leaders’ comments.
“They are advocating this to
polarise votes,” said JD(U)
leader Ghulam Gaus.

Opposition Congress MLC
and senior State party leader
Prem Chandra Mishra said
his party “was also in favour
of containing population
growth, but not through
force”.

Pandemic upends dreams of Indian medicos in China

With no clear timeline for their return to campus, the students have turned to Prime Minister Narendra Modi for help

PRISCILLA JEBARAJ
ANANTH KRISHNAN
NEW DELHI

When Sandeep* applied to
the Nantong University on
China’s east coast in 2017, he
hoped to gain a medical edu-
cation of decent quality at a
fraction of the cost charged
by Indian private universi-
ties. Instead, ever since he
returned home to Kota, Ra-
jasthan, in January 2020, he
has been restricted to online
classes and video lectures in
what should be hands-on
clinical subjects.

“I'm about to start my fi-
nal year. At this stage, we
should be going to hospitals
and dealing with actual pa-
tients and bodies. Instead,
we are getting practicals on a
screen. They record a sur-
gery in the operation theatre
and send us the video. I can
find that on YouTube if I
wanted to,” says the 22-year-
old, who did not want his
real name to be used.

Asif*, a fourth year stu-
dent at the Hubei University
of Chinese Medicine, says his
teachers keep reassuring stu-
dents that practical subjects
can be taught once they re-
turn to classes, but offer no
timeline for return.

Sandeep and Asif are
among the 23,000 Indian
students in China, almost all
of whom are in medical pro-
grammes, according to In-
dian Embassy data. Most of
them returned to India dur-
ing their winter break in Ja-
nuary 2020 just before CO-
VID-19 started to spread
through China, and later In-
dia as well, shutting down
borders and preventing their
return to campus.

On Monday, students in-
tensified a Twitter campaign
on their plight, with their
hashtag #PMModiHelpIntl-
Students garnering more
than 24,000 tweets by mid-
afternoon, and trending
among political tweets.

On Monday, students
intensified a Twitter
campaign on their plight.

Forming a union via the
Telegram messaging app, al-
most 3,000 students under
the banner of “Indian Stu-
dents in China” sent a letter
through email to Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi on
June 27. They urged Mr. Modi
to take up their cause with
Chinese authorities, seeking
clarity on a possible date of
return. “If our returning is
not possible, then arrange
some practical work for us in
India so that we can continue

Both Houses to function simultaneously

323 Lok Sabha, 205 Rajya Sabha members have received both doses of vaccine

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

For the first time since the
COVID-19 pandemic out-
break in March 2020, ses-
sions of both Houses of Par-
liament — the Lok Sabha and
the Rajya Sabha — will be
held simultaneously, ending
the two-shift routine fol-
lowed since September last.
Addressing a press confe-
rence ahead of the monsoon
session, scheduled to begin
on July 19 and go on till Au-
gust 13, Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla said 323 Lok Sabha
members had been fully vac-
cinated, while 23 had not
been able to take their first
jab due to some medical rea-

Ahead of session, Sonia
convenes strategy group

Decision on new LS leader on the cards

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Ahead of the monsoon ses-
sion of Parliament from July
19, Congress president So-
nia Gandhi convened a
meeting of the parliamen-
tary strategy group on
Wednesday.

The virtual meeting could
be a platform through
which Ms. Gandhi makes an
announcement about the
appointment of a new party
leader in the Lok Sabha, re-
placing  Adhir  Ranjan
Chowdhury.

Post the 2019 Lok Sabha
poll results, with 52 seats,
the Congress fell short of the
required number to get the

CcM
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official designation of the
Leader of the Opposition.
Mr. Chowdhury, however,
has been functioning as the
leader of the single largest
Opposition party in the
House.

For some time now, there
has been a talk about replac-
ing him with a more articu-
late speaker, but there is no
official word yet. However,
speculation is that the party
may choose someone like
Shashi Tharoor, Manish Te-
wari, Gaugav Gogoi or Rav-
neet Bittu to put across its
views more effectively.

“I have no information
about it,” Mr. Chowdhury
told The Hindu last week.
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Prepared for now: Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla addressing
presspersons in New Delhi on Monday =saANDEEP SAXENA

sons. In the Rajya Sabha, 205
members had got both the
vaccine shots, 16 took the
first dose and six could not
take any of the shots due to
medical reasons.

‘Dismissal of
govt. workers
arbitrary’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR
Jammu and Kashmir par-
ties, including the National
Conference (NC), the Peo-
ples Democratic Party
(PDP) and the Hurriyat, on
Monday described the ter-
mination of 11 government
employees, including two
sons of Hizb-ul-Mujahi-
deen chief Syed Salahud-
dion, under Article 311, as
“arbitrary and unjust”.
PDP chief Mehbooba
Mufti said, “It’s inexplica-
ble to punish sons for the
deeds of the father.” NC
leader Imran Nabi Dar
termed the termination a
“measure blind to justice
and arbitrary in nature”.

Mr. Birla said while the
high percentage of fully vac-
cinated members was a re-
lief, there would be no laxity
in following COVID-19 proto-
cols. All members would be

expected to wear masks
both inside the House cham-
ber and outside.

The only difference this
time would be that the mem-
bers would sit in their res-
pective chambers. In the last
two sessions, to maintain so-
cial distancing, the Rajya
Sabha met in the morning
and the Lok Sabha in the af-
ternoon.

Mr. Birla said the new Par-
liament building, which was
under construction as part
of the Central Vista, would
be in place in time. “The
construction is about 10 days
behind the schedule, but will
be completed soon,” he not-
ed.

our studies,” added the
letter.

“We are not sure whether
the National Medical Com-
mission will recognise our
degrees if we have online
classes only,” said Neel
Bhatt, a final year student at
the Guangxi University of
Chinese Medicine.

Sandeep and Neel are also
part of the wider China Inter-
national Students Union,
which includes representa-
tives from 270 universities
and multiple nationalities.
Their June 30 letter to Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping
raised questions during a
Chinese Foreign Ministry
briefing on July 9.

‘High importance’

“The Chinese government al-
ways attaches high impor-
tance to the issue of foreign
students coming to China for
their studies. On the basis of
ensuring safety amid CO-
VID-19, we will consider in a

-~ Arrest created

-~ suspicion in
~ public’s mind’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW

Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
chief Mayawati on Monday
said the arrest of two per-
sons in Lucknow by the Ut-
tar Pradesh Police for alleg-
edly plotting terror attacks
months ahead of the As-
sembly election has creat-
ed suspicion in the public’s

coordinated manner arran-
gement for allowing foreign
students to return to China
for their studies,” said spo-
kesperson Wang Wenbin,
without offering any timeta-
ble for the return of interna-
tional students. During the
same press conference, he
hit out at the U.S. for refusing
the visa applications of Chi-
nese students, provoking ac-
cusations of hypocrisy from
aggrieved Indian students.
China imposed even stric-
ter curbs on international
travel starting in March this
year, barring even its own
nationals from returning
from many countries includ-
ing India, amid concerns ov-
er new variants. The Chinese
Embassy is no longer issuing
health codes that are needed
to travel even for Chinese ci-
tizens who remain in India.
Last week, Li Bin, Vice-Mi-
nister of the National Health
Commission, said recent lo-
cal clusters linked to import-

ed cases of the Delta variant
“reminded us that we cannot
relax our pandemic control
measures”. Recent weeks
have seen lockdowns im-
posed in some districts in
Guangzhou as well as in Rui-
li. Complicating China’s
opening plans are doubts
about the efficacy of some
Chinese vaccines.

The Indian Embassy in
Beijing said in March that it
“has continued to follow up
closely with Chinese authori-
ties, including the Ministry
of Education, regarding the
concerns of Indian students
in China”, but officials say
there is little India can do,
considering the sweeping \
restrictions in place, until
China decides to open up
and reconsider its “zero
case” strategy, which ap-
pears unlikely.

(*Sandeep and Asif are
pseudonyms as those stu-
dents were not willing to be
named)

Speculation over Mitra
resigning from W.B. govt.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

The Budget statement of the
West Bengal government
was printed on July 7 with
Finance Minister Amit Mi-
tra’s name. It was, however,
tabled in the Assembly by
Parliamentary Affairs Minis-
ter Partha Chatterjee.

The absence of Dr. Mitra
from Assembly proceedings
has triggered speculation
about him stepping down.
Dr. Mitra did not contest the
Assembly election. Sources
in the Trinamool Congress
said he had expressed his
unwillingness to contest the
bypolls.

mind.

If the claims of the pol-
ice are true, then action
should be taken, she said.
The police on Sunday had
arrested two persons on
the suspicion that they
were planning to carry out
attacks in U.P. ahead of In-
dependence Day.
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National Dairy Development Board

PB No. 40, Anand - 388001, Gujarat

Tel: 02692-260148/260149/260160 Fax: 02692-260159,
Website: http:/ /www.nddb.coop | E-mail: purchase@nddb.coop

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)/ LOCAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING (LCB)
Bids are invited on behalf of Service Recipients from eligible bidders for the works listed below:
Sr. Description of works/ Estd. Cost| Event | Bid submission /
: ?)/ Start/ opening date
No. Bid Reference ® Close pening
Duration Date & time
I |Design, Supply, Testing & C ing works for | (A & B):-
A) | Mechanical Equipment, Piping, Electrical & instrumentation works for ETP of cap. ’
2000 cum/day at Sabar Dairy, Himmatnagar, Gujarat. ::101“3 La&h/ sgg;g}l 828251 }ggg :rs.
NDDB:HO:PUR:LCB:26/2021 (ET/26) onths | 9356 0821 150 rs.
B) | Firefighting System at Bhilwara, Rajasthan 104 Lakh/ | 14.07.21/ | 04.08.21 15:00 hrs.
NDDB:HO:PUR:LCB:27/2021 (ET/27) | 07 Months | 04.08.21 04.08.21 15:30 hrs.
I | Civil, structural, Water Supply, sanitary, Internal Electrification & other Misc. works for Il (A, B, C & D):-
A) | BPP at CFP Ghania ke Banger, Punjab. 546 Lakh /| 15.07.21/ | 05.08.21 15:00 hrs.
NDDB:HO:PUR:LCB:28/2021 (ET/28) | 12 Months | 05.08.21 05.08.21 15:30 hrs.
B) [ Cow Shed at CCBF Hessarghatta, Karnataka. 76.4 Lakh /| 14.07.21/ | 04.08.21 15:00 hrs.
NDDB:HO:PUR:LCB:29/2021 (ET/29) | 3 Months | 04.08.21 | 04.08.21 15:30 hrs.
C) [2.07 LLPD Milk Product plant at Barauni, Begusarai, Bihar. 3900 Lakh/| 13.07.21/ | 03.08.21 15:00 hrs.
NDDB:HO:PUR:LCB:30/2021 (ET/30) | 18 Months | 03.08.21 03.08.21 15:30 hrs.
D) | State Central Laboratory at Existing Medha Dairy Plant, Hotwar, Ranchi, Jharkhand | 80 Lakh / 16.07.21/ | 06.08.21 15:00 hrs.
NDDB:HO:PUR:LCB:31/2021 (ET/31) | 08 Months | 06.08.21 06.08.21 15:30 hrs.
11 | DSITC of Modular partition and allied MEP works for Setting up of State Central .
Laboratory at Existing Medha Dairy Plant, Hotwar, Ranchi, Jharkhand. (‘])E-/)OMLaktE / é;g;g}l 8382%1 1228 :rs.
NDDB:HO:PUR:LCB:32/2021 (ET/32) ontns | 199,58 He.c1 1us0nrs.
IV | Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of HT & LT Panels and other allied i
works under buyback of existing panels at NDDB Substation, Anand, gOMLakt:/ 388;51/ 188231 :ggg Ers.
NDDB:HO:PUR:LCB:21/2021 (ET/21) onins e De.e1 1usbrs.
For further details pertaining to IFB and for downloading the bid document, please visit these websites: www.nddb.coop and
www.mstcecommerce.com/eprochome/nddb For any clarification please contact Group Head (Purchase), NDDB, Anand-388001
NB: Any corrigendum/modification etc. will be posted only on these websites

PURABI

Union Limi
Agribusiness

DAIRY

Ref No. MD/PC/APART/E-Tender/2021-22/03
E-procurement Tender Notice

The West Assam Milk Producers’ Cooperative Union Limited (WAMUL) i an
?ency of Waorld Bank Financed (APART) Project and now intends
ta purchase the following item fram the eligible bidder as menboned balow

implemeanting a

Category
Mechanized Chaff Cutter|

Date of Publishing | Last date of Submission
Tender

14.07.2021

of Quotations

14.08.2021

The details of the E-fender will be published and available at
www.assamienders. gov.in as mentionad above

[l Managing Director, wmsﬂ’L

GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH

Office of the Collector & District Magistrate,
Krishna District Machilipatnam

OPEN TENDER NOTICE

Sealed Quotations along with detailed specifications of their proposals /
Projects are invited from reputed Manufacturers / Agencies / Suppliers of
Liquid Medical Oxygen plant in Krishna District by the Executive Engineer,
APMSIDC Division, Krishna, Vijayawada (Cell: 8978680814), Plot No.18,
Road No.6, Sector 4, Andhra Bank upstairs, Lotus Land Mark, Vijayawada-3
on or before 5 PM on 19.07.2021 for providing the following item.

"Establishment/Erection on turnkey Basis of Liquid Medical Oxygen Plant of
5 Tons per day capacity in and around Vijayawada in Krishna District. Required
Land for Establishment of plant will be provided by the Government".

Vijayawada
09.07.2021
DIPR 240PP/CL, Dt.12.07.2021

Sd/- J Nivas IAS
Collector and District Magistrate
Krishna

2 GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH
¥ Office of the Collector & District Magistrate,

Krishna District Machilipatnam
OPEN TENDER NOTICE

Sealed Quotations along with detailed specifications of their proposals /
Projects are invited from reputed Manufacturers / Agencies / Suppliers of
Liquid Medical Oxygen plant in Krishna District by the Executive Engineer,
APMSIDC Division, Krishna, Vijayawada (Cell: 8978680814), Plot No.18,
Road No.6, Sector 4, Andhra Bank upstairs, Lotus Land Mark, Vijayawada-3
on or before 5 PM on 19.07.2021 for providing the following item.

"Annual Operation and Maintenance of Liquid Medical Oxygen Plant of
capacity 5 Tons per day to be established in and around Vijayawada at

Krishna District".
Vijayawada
09.07.2021

DIPR 239PP/CL, Dt.12.07.2021

Sd/- J Nivas IAS
Collector and District Magistrate
Krishna

A ND-NDE



Oxygen plants
inaugurated
in Gujarat

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Cabinet recently ap-
proved a 23,000 crore
package for COVID-19
emergency response, Un-
ion Health Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya pointed
out on Monday,

Virtually inaugurating
two oxygen PSA (Pressure
Swing Adsorption) plants
at Sir Takhtasinhji Hospital
at Bhavnagar in Gujarat, he
said the government had
made adequate provisions
for paediatric care in all
hospitals to provide the
most effective healthcare
for children, he said.

“We are also developing
a system of buffer [oxygen]
stock at the State and Cen-
tral levels that can be used
in case of any health crisis.
Thus, a comprehensive
plan and capacity-building
in the next six months is
being taken up through
this COVID-19 package,” he
stated. Associated facilities
such as a fire-fighting sys-
tem and an automatic oxy-
gen source changeover sys-
tem were also inaugurated.

IMA urges Centre, States not to
let the guard down on COVID

It sounds a note of caution against mass gatherings for tourism and pilgrimages

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Indian Medical Associa-
tion (IMA) on Monday
warned that a third wave of
the pandemic was inevitable
and imminent, and appealed
to the Central and State go-
vernments not to let their
guard down against CO-
VID-19. It said mass gather-
ings in tourist and religious
places along with flouting of
safety norms spelt danger.

In a letter to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, the IMA
said that travel, tourism, pil-
grimages and religious func-
tions could wait for a few
more months. Opening up
travel and allowing people
without vaccination to parti-
cipate in such mass gather-
ings would create potential
super-spreaders of a third
wave.

Only if vaccination covers
as much of the population as
possible and COVID-appro-
priate behaviour is strictly
followed, it is possible to face

Antibodies treatment
found effective: BMC

Casirivimab and Imdevimab given

STAFF REPORTER
MUMBAI

The treatment of COVID-19
patients with mild to moder-
ate symptoms with an anti-
bodies’ cocktail of Casirivi-
mab and Imdevimab has
reduced the treatment pe-
riod from between 13 and 14
days to five and six, and only
one out of around 200 pa-
tients required oxygen sup-

ply, the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) said on Monday.

The civic body treated
200 patients with the cock-
tail at the SevenHills hospi-
tal in Andheri, and accord-
ing to officials, the results
were encouraging. The BMC
said that only one (0.5%) pa-
tient required oxygen sup-
ply after this line of treat-
ment and the death rate
came down by 70%.

Monitoring cases

A total of 212 patients were
given the cocktail and the
progress of 199 was studied.
Out of these, 101 were from
the 18 to 45 age group, 45
from the 45 to 59 age group
and 53 above 60 years. A to-
tal of 74 patients had at least
one comorbidity.

Before the start of the
treatment, 179 had fever,
while 158 had cough and fev-
er. Also, four patients had to
be put on oxygen supply.
The average HRCT (high-re-
solution computed tomog-
raphy) score was seven to
eight, while the highest was
11.

BMC officials said fever

\
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The antibody cocktail
therapy helps those with
mild to moderate COVID.

subsided within 48 hours
upon receiving the treat-
ment and only one patient
needed oxygen supply.
“More importantly, none of
the patients showed side-ef-
fects,” said an official, ad-
ding that this treatment
avoided the use of Remdesi-
vir and other steroids.

“This will also reduce the
cost of the treatment and
since hospital time is cur-
tailed, it will ease the pres-
sure on the medical sys-
tem,” the official noted.

According to the BMC,
this treatment could be car-
ried out on those above 12
years and with a weight of
over 40 kg and with mild to
moderate symptoms. Those
who were not on oxygen but
faced the possibility of
health deterioration could
get the treatment. It could
also be done on patients
with comorbidities, the
BMC said.

b

the third wave with confi-
dence and mitigate its im-
pact, the IMA stated.

The medical association
said it was painful to note
that at a crucial stage when
everyone needed to work for

the mitigation of a third
wave, in many parts of the
country, both the govern-
ment and people were turn-
ing complacent.

IMA national president
J.A. Jayalal said, “It is the du-

“ﬁg; :

On the move: Passengers waiting to a board a train at the Anand Vihar railway station in New
Delhion Monday. =Rr.v. MOORTHY

ty and responsibility of eve-
ryone at this moment to
strictly enforce and follow
the COVID-appropriate be-
haviour for minimum three
more months and ensure
everyone gets vaccinated.”

e THE HINDU
TUESDAY, JULY 13, 2021

NEET to be conducted on
September 12 in 198 cities

NTA to ensure staggered time slots during entry and exit

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (NEET) for un-
dergraduate medical and
dental programmes will be
held on September 12, Edu-
cation Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan announced on
Monday. The examination
was originally scheduled to
be held on August 1.

The application process
will begin at 5 p.m. on July 13
through the National Testing
Agency  website, the
Minister.

“In order to ensure social
distancing norms, number
of cities where examination
will be conducted has been
increased from 155 to 198.
The number of examination
centres will also be in-
creased from the 3,862
centres used in 2020,” he
said.

The Minister added that
masks will be provided to all
candidates at examination
centres. The NTA will also
ensure that staggered time

NIRRT
This is the second year when
NEET is being held in

September.

slots during entry and exit,
contactless registration,
proper sanitisation and seat-
ing with social distancing are
implemented, in line with
COVID safety protocols.

16 lakh last year

NEET (UG), or National Eligi-
bility-cum-Entrance  Test
(Undergraduate), is used for
admission to MBBS and BDS
courses as well as pro-
grammes for alternative or

Puri Rath Yatra under way without devotees

A scaled down procession

SATYASUNDAR BARIK
BHUBANESWAR

The world famous Rath Yatra
of Lord Jagannath got under
way without devotees for the
second year in a row in the
coastal town of Puri on Mon-
day due to COVID-19
restrictions.

Majestic chariots of sibling
deities Lord Balabhadra,
Lord Jagannath and Devi
Subhadra were towed by ‘se-
vayatas’ (traditional priests).

Annually, three deities are
taken out in a chariot proces-
sion called Rath Yatra cover-
ing 3 km along the Grand
Road connecting the 12th
century Shri Jagannath tem-
ple and the Mausi Maa tem-
ple. Servitors carried the
huge wooden idols from the
temple swaying them rhyth-
mically in a ritual described
as pahandi. Though devo-

Editors Guild condemns
assault on UP. journalist

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Editors Guild of India
(EGI) has condemned the
recent assault on local jour-
nalist Krishna Tiwari by the
Chief Development Officer,
Unnao, Divyanshu Patel,
and demanded that the Ut-
tar Pradesh government
take action against him.

The Guild, in a statement
on Monday, said the assault
on Mr. Tiwari was a part of
the continuing trend of hea-
vy-handedness by the State
authorities in dealing with
the media. “This incident

- lli : II . - ]

Sacred journey: Temple servitors pull Lord Jagannath's chariot

LS

during the procession in Puri on Monday. =BiswARANJAN ROUT

tees used to jostle for space
to get a glimpse of the deities
during pahandi in earlier
years, millions of people

watched the procession
through live telecast this
year.

Puri’s titular king Dibyas-
ingha Deb carried out sym-
bolic sweeping of wooden
floor of all chariots before

has come against the back- :
drop of increased persecu- :
tion of journalists in the :
State of U.P., as the adminis- :
tration has punished, penal- :
ised, and incarcerated jour- :
in an effort to :
intimidate them from freely :
reporting on crimes, state :
excesses, and the manage- :
ment of the pandemic,” the :
Guild noted. “EGI demands :
that strict action be taken :
against the official and that :
concrete steps be taken to :
improve the environment :
for independent journalism :

nalists

in the State,” it added.

‘sevayats’ began pulling the
chariots.

Last year , the State go-
vernment decided not to al-
low the festival, fearing that
it would trigger the further
spread of the disease. Ho-
wever, as per a Supreme
Court order, the yatra was
held without the participa-
tion of devotees.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
AHMEDABAD

The 144th Lord Jagannath
Rath Yatra was taken out
from Lord Jagannath Temple
in Ahmedabad early on
Monday morning in the
presence of Chief Minister
Vijay Rupani and Deputy
Chief Minister Nitin Patel.

The Yatra was carried out
with limited participation
due to the pandemic.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah visited the temple
for morning aarti before the
yatra began. The traditional
procession along 19 km was
taken out amid a curfew
with only five vehicles.

To keep devotees off the
Grand Road, the Puri district
administration made sure
hotels and lodges there were
vacated. All lanes and by-
lanes leading to the Grand
Road were guarded by police
personnel. As many as 65
platoons, led by 10 Addition-
al Superintendents of Police,
31 Deputy Superintendents

of Police and 64 inspectors,
were deployed for the
smooth conduct of the Rath
Yatra. Chariots would re-
main parked outside the
Mausi Maa temple for the
next one week. On the ninth
day, the deities would start
their return journey towards
their abode in the Jagannath
temple.

HC eases curbs for Goa
residents to re-enter State

‘No need for negative RT-PCR report if fully vaccinated’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court at
Goa on Monday permitted
fully vaccinated residents
and those who work in Goa
to enter the State without a
COVID-19 negative report
till August 5.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices M.S. Sonak and M.S.
Jawalkar allowed the work-
force that includes people
related to labour, construc-
tion and industries in Goa;

those who run businesses
in the State and all Goa resi-
dents required to travel out-
side of the State for work or
medical reasons.

People would have to
produce verified certifi-
cates of receiving both
shots of the COVID-19 vac-
cine before entering the
State.

The Bench granted this
relief till August 5 and will
hear the matter again to de-
cide if tourists who are fully

vaccinated can also enter
Goa without negative
reports.

The court passed the in-
terim relief after its order
on May 6 directed the auth-
orities of Goa to not allow
residents without a nega-
tive RT-PCR report done 72
hours before arrival.

The hearing was part of a
bunch of public interest liti-
gation pleas filed by the
South Goa  Advocates
Association.

traditional medicine and
nursing. More than 16 lakh
students appeared for the
exam last year.

There is no clarity as yet
on whether the NEET sylla-
bus will be reduced or grea-
ter internal choice provided
in the question paper, to
take into account the fact
that many school boards had
reduced their syllabi by up
to 30% due to the pandemic.

Last year, NEET was held
in September, and then re-
peated in October to cater to
those who missed the exam
due to COVID. Some stu-
dents had urged that multi-
ple attempts be permitted
this year as well, similar to
engineering entrance exami-
nation JEE.

However, the NTA had
earlier announced that
NEET will revert to a single
date in 2021. It will also be
conducted in pen-and-paper
mode, unlike JEE which is a
computer-based test stag-
gered across multiple ses-
sions.

Most districts
in Odisha run
out of vaccine

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BHUBANESWAR

The COVID-19 vaccination
drive came to grinding halt
in 24 out of 30 districts of
Odisha after vaccine stocks
were depleted on Monday.

Except the six districts
of Cuttack, Sundargarh,
Keonjhar, Sambalpur, May-
urbhanj and Nabarangpur,
not even a single vaccina-
tion centre was operational
in the rest of the districts.

Only 220 vaccination
sites were operational on
Monday. The State had in
the past inoculated more
than 4 lakh people in a sin-
gle day by setting up 1,730
vaccination centres.

As vaccine stocks were
not replenished against
utilisation, the number of
doses came down fast.

The Odisha government
had earlier raised an alarm
over vaccine shortage, say-
ing the Covishield alloca-
tion for July was 25.31 lakh
doses against requirement
of 28.31 lakh doses for se-
cond dose in July. The next
consignment of Covishield
is to be made available to
the State on July 15.

The Odisha government
had requested additional
allocation of 15 lakh doses

of Covishield.
Wherever vaccines were
available, people were

seen queuing up before
centres early from the
morning, flouting physical
distance norms. Police per-
sonnel were roped in to
maintain order outside
vaccination centres.
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m ACROSS

1 Twelve months of running and relay race (8,4)

10 End of August — bad time for land preparation (7)
11 Large area outside a Spanish town (7)

12 Book to go around a place in South America (6)
13 According to it, Y = Sharpness (8)

15 Old and single? Classify as free! (9)

Display keystrokes of genius.
8 Type your answers into our online grids,
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn

SCAN TO PLAY
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16 Bury in the empty yards essentially (5)

17 Representative in court proceeded slowly (5)
19 Also, the trouble one has at home (4,5)
22 Animals’ speed regularly evaluated (8)

24 Knock out with a tug, and bow (6)

26 New Orleans is a town (7)
27 Take measurement (7)
28 Birds use this gleaning (12)

H DOWN
2 Movement is legal or illegal! (7)

3 Authorisation to serve people in hospital department (9)

4 Document an achievement (4)

5 Doctor greeted with “Sir” as said (10)
6 Woman receives a notice, gets to escape (5)

7 A notice basically regarding a pragmatic one (7)
8 Small piece of furniture that's fixed (6)

9 Counsellor’s work in a film (6)

14 There's no tourist spot after this (4,6)
16 Time in Romania with a crazy lover (9)

17 Unfinished road, say? (6)
18 Edit one slip in letter (7)

20 A step made with a leg on each side (7)
21 Kind of music that’s fresh and mellow (3,3)

23 Spray from special equipment (5)

25 Smile from embarrassment having dropped tea (4)
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Fulfilling His promise

In Srimad Bhagavatam, sage Suka gives a wonderful descrip-
tion of the newborn Krishna, said V.S. Karunakarachariar in
a discourse. Krishna had lotus-like eyes, and four hands,
which held His weapons. He had on His chest the characte-
ristic mole known as Srivatsa. Lakshmi was seen on His
chest. He was adorned with the Kaustubha gem. His dia-
mond and gem studded crown and earrings dazzled. The
child had a beautiful black hue, like rain-bearing clouds. He
had thick hair. He was further adorned with a waist belt,
bracelets and armbands. No child had ever looked like this.
He was an adbhutam balakam — a most unusual and unique
child. And Vasudeva saw his amazing son, says Suka.
Devaki was alarmed, for Kamsa was sure to Kkill such a
child. Why did Krishna take this form? Devaki was responsi-
ble for this. When Brahma created many couples, asking
them to procreate, one couple was more inclined towards
attaining moksha. They were Prisni and her husband Suta-
pas. They, therefore, did penance, and Lord Narayana ap-
peared before them. Considering their desire for moksha,
that is what they should have asked for. But the Lord’s plans
for them were different. So, when they saw the Lord, Prisni
said she wanted a child like Him, and she said this three
times. The Lord agreed to grant her what she wanted. But
how could He find someone like Him? There is none equal to

or superior to Him.

The only option was for Him to be born as her child. And
since her prayer had been made three times, He had to do
this thrice. The first time, He was born to her as Prisnigarb-
ha, the second time as Vamana. Now as Krishna, He had
come revealing His form as Narayana, thus fulfilling His pro-
mise to Prisni, for it was Prisni who was born as Devaki.

Express) before anyone else. Don't forget to join backup channel @Theh,JOOO
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Six dead in
riots over
Zumass arrest

ASSOCIATED PRESS
JOHANNESBURG

Six people have been killed
and 219 arrested amid es-
calating violence during
rioting that broke out fol-
lowing the imprisonment
of South Africa’s former
President Jacob Zuma, pol-
ice said Monday.

Army soldiers will be de-
ployed to help police quell
the violence, the South
African National Defence
Force said. Police said
shops and businesses have
been looted and vandal-
ised. Traffic has been dis-
rupted by rioters barricad-

ing major roads with
burning tires, and cars
have been attacked.

The violence was trig-
gered last week when Zu-
ma began serving a 15-
month sentence for con-
tempt of court. He had
defied a court order to tes-
tify before a state-backed
inquiry probing allegations
of corruption during his
term as president from
2009 to 2018.

The Constitutional
Court will hear Zuma’s ap-
peal against the sentence
on Monday. The rioting
started in Zuma’s home re-
gion of KwaZulu-Natal pro-
vince last week and over
the weekend it spread to
Gauteng province, which
includes  Johannesburg,
South Africa’s largest city.

Top US. General in Afghanistan
‘Scott Miller relinquishes post

He says relentless violence is making political settlement increasingly difficult

ASSOCIATED PRESS
KABUL

The top U.S. commander in
Afghanistan relinquished his
position at a ceremony in the
capital Kabul on Monday,
taking the U.S. a step closer
to ending its 20-year war.
The move came as Taliban
insurgents continue to gain
territory across the country.

Another four-star general
will assume authority from
his U.S.-based post to con-
duct possible airstrikes in
defence of Afghan govern-
ment forces, at least until the
U.S. withdrawal concludes
by August 31.

Gen. Scott Miller has
served as America’s top com-
mander in Afghanistan since
2018. He handed over com-
mand of what has become
known as America’s “forever
war” in its waning days to
Marine Gen. Frank McKen-
zie, the head of U.S. Central
Command. McKenzie will
operate from Central Com-
mand headquarters in Tam-
pa, Florida.

The handover took place
in the heavily fortified Reso-
lute Support headquarters in
the heart of Kabul at a time
of rapid territorial gains by
Taliban insurgents across
Afghanistan.

In a flag-passing ceremo-

Nepali Congress hails
Supreme Court verdict

‘People given clear political alternative’

KALLOL BHATTACHER]JEE
NEW DELHI

The verdict of the Supreme
Court of Nepal to remove
Prime Minister K.P. Sharma
Oli has revitalised the Nepali
Congress and the constitu-
tional democracy of Nepal,
vice-president of the party
Bimlendra Nidhi told The
Hindu on Monday.

Following the Supreme
Court’s verdict, Nepali Con-
gress president Sher Baha-
dur Deuba will be sworn in
as the new Prime Minister
by Tuesday evening, Mr.
Nidhi said.

“We welcome the verdict
of the Honourable Supreme
Court as it has given a clear
political alternative before
the people of Nepal ending
the rule of PM Oli. It also
shows that President Bidhya
Devi Bhandari had erred by
denying the opportunity of
a floor test to the claim of
Shri Deuba to form the go-
vernment earlier after the
reinstatement of the lower
house of Parliament,” Mr.

Sudan to
review Navy
base deal: FM

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MOSCOW

Sudan’s Foreign Minister
Mariam al-Mahdi said dur-
ing a visit to Moscow on
Monday that lawmakers in
the African country would
consider an agreement
brokered by its ousted
leader to establish a Rus-
sian naval base there. Rus-
sian President Vladimir Pu-
tin held talks with Sudan’s
former president Omar al-
Bashir in 2017 on building a
naval base in Port Sudan.

Nidhi said, speaking over
the phone from
Kathmandu.

‘New direction’

Nepali politics, said Mr. Nid-
hi, had been stuck with the
rule of Mr. Oli but now the
clear verdict of the Supreme
Court has given a new direc-
tion to the country. Follow-
ing the verdict, Mr. Deuba
will have to be sworn in as
the Prime Minister of Nepal
within a day. “Within 30
days, Mr. Deuba will have to
prove the majority of his go-
vernment in Parliament,”
Mr. Nidhi said.

The verdict was particu-
larly critical of PM Oli and
President Bhandari and
held both of them guilty of
violating constitutional
norms while dealing with
the political crisis that be-
gan last December 20 when
President Bhandari dis-
solved the lower house of
the Nepalese Parliament af-
ter being advised by PM Oli-
led Cabinet.
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Power shift: General Austin Scott Miller speaking at an official
handover ceremony in Kabul on Monday. =arp

ny, Gen. Miller remembered
the U.S. and NATO troops
killed in the nearly 20-year
war as well as the thousands
of Afghans who lost their
lives. He warned that relent-
less violence across Afghan-
istan is making a political
settlement increasingly diffi-
cult. The outgoing comman-
der said he has told Taliban
insurgents “it’s important
that the military sides set the
conditions for a peaceful and
political settlement in Af-
ghanistan... But we know
that with that violence, it
would be very difficult to
achieve a political
settlement.”

The Afghanistan National
Defense and Security Forces,
mostly funded by the U.S.

Haitian man
held in Moise’s
assassination

ASSOCIATED PRESS
PORT-AU-PRINCE

The head of Haiti’s national
police announced on Sun-
day that officers arrested a
Haitian man accused of fly-
ing into the country on a
private jet and working
with the masterminds and
alleged assassins behind
the killing of President Jo-
venel Moise.

Police Chief Léon Char-
les identified the suspect as
Christian Emmanuel Sa-
non, without giving any
personal information
about him, though it ap-
pears he has been living in
Florida. The chief also gave
no information on the pur-
ported masterminds.

Mr. Charles said the al-
leged killers were protect-
ing Mr. Sanon as the sup-
posed president of Haiti,
adding that officers found
several items at his house,
including a hat embla-
zoned with the logo of the
U.S. Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration, 20 boxes of
bullets and gun parts.

and NATO, have put up resis-
tance in some parts of the
country, but overwhelming-
ly Afghan government
troops appear to have aban-
doned the fight.

Strategic districts
In recent weeks, the Taliban
have gained several strategic
districts, particularly along
the borders with Iran, Uzbe-
kistan and Tajikistan.
Afghanistan’s National Se-
curity Adviser Hamdullah
Mohib, who attended the
handover, said the U.S. and
NATO withdrawal has left a
vacuum that resulted in Af-
ghanistan’s national security
forces stranded on the bat-
tlefield without resupplies,
sometimes running out of

Two former Jordan o

food and ammunition.

In comments after the ce-
remony, Mr. Mohib said the
greatest impact of the with-
drawal is a lack of aircraft to
resupply troops. Currently,
the government is regroup-
ing to retake strategic areas
and defend its cities against
Taliban advances.

The Taliban control more
than one-third of Afghanis-
tan’s 421 districts and district
centers. A Taliban claim that
they control 85% of the dis-
tricts is widely seen as
exaggerated.

After Gen. Miller’s depar-
ture, a two-star admiral
based at the U.S. Embassy in
Kabul will oversee the U.S.
military’s role in securing
the American diplomatic
presence in Kabul, including
defending the Kabul airport.

Gen. Miller’s departure
does not reduce the scope of
the U.S. military mission in
Afghanistan, since Gen.
McKenzie will assume the
authorities now held by Gen.
Miller to conduct airstrikes
in defence of Afghan govern-
ment forces under certain
circumstances. The condi-
tions under which such
strikes might be used are not
clear, nor is it known for how
long Gen. McKenzie will
keep the strike authority.

Russia, Mexico warn against
“outside interference’ in Cuba

Mexican President offers to send medicines, vaccines

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
REUTERS
MOSCOW/MEXICO CITY

Russia and Mexico on Mon-
day warned against any
“outside interference” in Cu-
ba after thousands took part
in rare protests against the
Communist government on
the island nation.

“We consider it unaccep-
table for there to be outside
interference in the internal
affairs of a sovereign state or
any destructive actions that
would encourage the desta-
bilisation of the situation on
the island,” Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Maria Zakha-
rova said in a statement.

She did not explain who
might be trying to interfere
in Cuba, but the warning ap-
peared directed at the U.S.,
which has urged Cuba not to
target protesters and where
thousands of Cuban-Ameri-
cans have taken to the
streets to support the
demonstrations.

“We are closely following
the development of the sit-
uation in and around Cuba,”
Ms. Zakharova said.

“We are convinced that
Cuban authorities are taking
all necessary measures to
restore public order in the
interests of the country's citi-
zens and within the frame-
work of the Constitution.”
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handed 15-year jail terms

They're convicted of conspiring to topple King Abdullah

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
AMMAN

A Jordanian court on Mon-
day sentenced two former
officials to 15 years in jail af-
ter finding them guilty of a
coup plot that sparked a rare
crisis in a kingdom seen as a
pillar of stability in the
region.

Former royal court chief

Bassem Awadallah and an
ex-envoy to Saudi Arabia,
Sharif Hassan bin Zaid, had
been convicted of conspiring
to topple King Abdullah II in
favour of his half-brother
Prince Hamzah.

The former Crown Prince
himself was not charged in
the trial, but the chargesheet
said he was “determined to
fulfil his personal ambition
to rule, in violation of the
Hashemite constitution and
customs”.

The trial took place be-
hind closed doors at the
State Security Court, a mili-
tary tribunal that also in-

UK’s PM to confirm lifting of
COVID-19 curbs next week

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

Prime Minister Boris John-
son is set Monday to confirm
“Freedom Day” next week
with the lifting of most pan-
demic curbs in England, but
will urge caution with ex-
perts worried the govern-
ment is moving too fast.

Mr. Johnson was due to
hold an afternoon news con-
ference confirming that the
government’s tests have
been met to allow a full reo-
pening of the economy on

July 19, doing away with the
final measures of a months-
old lockdown.

But with Britain now ave-
raging more than 30,000
daily cases of the fast-
spreading Delta coronavirus
variant, scientists are fret-
ting that the ending of mea-
sures such as mandatory
mask-wearing spells trouble.
And the government’s deci-
sion to allow more than
60,000 football fans to at-
tend Sunday’s European
Championship final has ad-

ded to fears, after near-total
flouting of distancing rules.

Mr. Johnson, however, in-
sists the time is right to move
from legally enforced rules
to personal responsibility,
and use the summer months
to prepare for a potentially
more damaging wave of CO-
VID-19 in the winter. “We are
tantalisingly close to the fi-
nal milestone in our road-
map out of lockdown, but
the plan to restore our free-
doms must come with a
warning,” he said.

AR

Bassem Awadallah and, right, Sharif Hassan bin Zaid were
found guilty of sedition and incitement charges. =ap

cludes civilian judges.

But on Monday, journal-
ists were allowed to watch
footage of the ruling via vi-
deo link from a tent set up
outside the court.

Delivering the ruling,
Judge Muwaffaq al-Masaid
noted the men had been
friends for 20 years and
were close to Prince Ham-
zah. He said they had tried to
put into action “ideas that
are hostile to the existing
political system in the king-
dom and his majesty King

Nepal gets 1.5
million J&J
doses from U.S.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
KATHMANDU

A shipment of 1.5 million
doses of Johnson & John-
son vaccine donated by the
United States arrived in Ne-
pal on Monday, which is
struggling to inoculate its
population.

“Today’s delivery of the
single-dose vaccine means
that this single donation is
enough to protect over 1.5
million people in Nepal,”
U.S. Ambassador Randy
Berry said.

Wildfires rage as heat wave stifles western US., Canada

Experts attribute the phenomenon to climate change

Parallel infernos: Plumes of smoke rise from two different
wildfires in British Columbia, Canada. =fiLe pHOTO
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AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LOS ANGELES

The western United States
and Canada was suffering
under scorching tempera-
tures to start the week, with
heat warnings still in place
Monday and authorities
struggling to reign in wild-
fires in both countries.
Sweltering conditions hit
much of the Pacific seaboard
and as far inland as the west-
ern edge of the Rocky Moun-
tains on Saturday and Sun-

day, in a dramatic,
prolonged heat wave experts
attribute directly to climate
change.

The U.S. National Weather
Service (NWS) had warned
the dangerous temperatures
will continue in the region
for the early part of the
week, forecasting highs of up
to 115 degrees Fahrenheit (46
Celsius) in southern Califor-
nia, and issued a heat adviso-
ry for the Los Angeles area
until Monday evening.

The NWS said tempera-
tures would dip slightly from
Monday, but added, “This
small relative cool down is of
little relief to areas that have
seen long-term oppressive
and above normal
temperatures.”

Canadian meteorologists
predicted highs approaching
90 degrees Fahrenheit (32
Celsius) — well above seaso-
nal norms — would continue
in parts of western Canada
on Monday.

Abdullah”.

The men had tried “to
create chaos, sedition and
divisions within Jordanian
society and spread hateful
discourse towards the politi-
cal system, threatening the
safety and security” of the
kingdom, he said.

Awadallah and Bin Zaid,
who both have close ties to
Saudi Arabia, were found
guilty of “incitement against
the ruling system” and “acts
that could threaten society
and create sedition”.
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Keeping watch: Policemen are seen near the Capitol building
in Havana, a day after protests in Cuba, on Monday. =ar

Cuba was an important
Cold War ally of the Soviet
Union and Moscow has con-
tinued to have good diplo-
matic relations with Havana
since the 1991 collapse of the
USSR.

Mexico's President
Andres Manuel Lopez Obra-
dor warned against an “in
terventionist” approach to
the protests, and offered to
send aid to the communist
island. Mexico could “help
with medicines, with (coro-
navirus) vaccines, with what
is needed and with food be-
cause health and food are
fundamental rights” that do
not require “interventionist
political management," he
said

He also said the U.S. eco-

nomic embargo of Cuba
should be ended to help its
people.

‘Suspend blockade’
“The truth is that if one
wanted to help Cuba, the
first thing that should be
done is to suspend the block-
ade of Cuba as the majority
of countries in the world are
asking,” Mr. Lopez Obrador
told a news conference.
“That would be a truly hu-
manitarian gesture,” he ad-
ded. “No country in the
world should be fenced in,
blockaded.” Thousands of
Cubans on Sunday joined
demonstrations from Hava-
na to Santiago calling for
President Miguel Diaz-Canel
to step down.

China says it ‘drove
away’ U.S. warship

Stop provocative actions, says Beijing

REUTERS

BEIJING

China’s military said it
“drove away” a U.S. warship
that illegally entered Chi-
nese waters near the Paracel
Islands on Monday, the an-
niversary of an international
court ruling that held Beij-
ing had no claim over the
South China Sea.

The USS Benfold entered
the waters without China’s
approval, seriously violating
its sovereignty and under-
mining the stability of the
South China Sea, the south-
ern theatre command of the
People's Liberation Army
said.

“We urge the United
States to immediately stop
such provocative actions,” it
said in a statement.

On July 12, 2016, the Per-
manent Court of Arbitration
in the Hague ruled that Chi-
na had no historic title over
the South China Sea, a rul-
ing that Beijing said it would
ignore.

The Benfold asserted na-

vigational rights and free-
doms in the vicinity of the
Paracel Islands consistent
with international law, the
U.S. Navy said in a statement
on Monday.

The islands are claimed
by China, Taiwan and Viet-
nam, which require either
permission or advance noti-
fication before a military
vessel passes through.

“Under international law,
the ships of all states enjoy
the right of innocent pas-
sage through the territorial
sea," the U.S. Navy added.
“By engaging in innocent
passage without giving prior
notification, the U.S. chal-
lenged these unlawful res-
trictions imposed by China,
Taiwan and Vietnam."

Hundreds of other is-
lands, reefs and atolls in
there source-rich waterway
are contested by Brunei,
China, Malaysia and the Phi-
lippines, with China claim-
ing rights to resources with-
in its so-called nine-dash
line, or most of the region.

KARNATAKA STATE ROAD TRANSPORT CORPORATION

Central Offices, Stores and Purchase Dept., K.H. Road,
Shanthinagar, Bengaluru-560027

NOTICE INVITING TENDER No. 02, Dated: 12.07.2021

Tenders (Pre-qualification and commercial offers) through e-procurement portal (http://
eproc.karnataka.gov.in) are invited for supply the following goods / services:

Tender Value
Tender No. Nomenclature in Lakhs Rs.
(Approx.)

G-10/21-22 | Prcourement of Automotive Lubricants 1400.00
G-11/21-22 | Procurement of Uniform Cloth 1000.00
G-12/21-22 | Procurement of Enamel paints & Allied Materials 300.00
G-13/21-22 | Procurement of Envelop and Curing Bags 215.00
G-14/21-22 | Procurement of MS Angles and Flats 45.00
G-15/21-22 | Procurement of Carting and Clearing Contract 40.00
A-01/21-22 | Procurement of Brake and Brake Parts 3500.00
A-02/21-22 | Procurement of Fuel, Air & Oil Filters 2650.00
A-03/21-22 | Procurement of Auto Electrical Items 915.00
A-04/21-22 | Procurement of Propeller Shaft and Components 600.00
A-05/21-22 | Procurement of King Pin and Components 450.00
A-06/21-22 | Procurement of Tie Rod and Drag links Assemblies 410.00
A-07/21-22 | Procurement of Oil Seals 325.00
A-08/21-22 | Procurement of Fasteners 275.00
A-09/21-22 | Procurement of Engine Valves, Guides & Inserts 205.00
A-10/21-22 | Procurement of Fuel Injection Pipes 125.00
A-11/21-22 | Procurement of Wheel Bolts and Nuts 80.00

Last date for submission of tender @17:00 Hrs : 26.08.2021

only.

DIPR/DDU/799/Alaknanda/2021-22

Tender number A-19/20-21 dated: 19.03.2021 - Procurement of U Bolts Centre Bolts and
Spring Clamps has been cancelled due to technical reasons.
Further any addendum / corrigendum in respect of change in calendar of events, specification,
scope, other tender terms and conditions etc, will be uploaded / published through e-portal

NOTE: Interested suppliers need to register in the e-procurement portal. For further information
log into http://eproc.karnataka.gov.in. In case of further assistance, contact e-procurement
cell (Phone No. 080-22230960, 080-22234115).
e-procurement cell for training on bid submission. Mail to eprocurementhelpdesk@gmail.
com for further information if required.

CONTROLLER OF STORES & PURCHASES
(Tender Inviting Authority)

Interested suppliers may also contact

Sd/-

This PDF was origimy uploaded to Brills Express Official (https://t.me/The_Hindu_Express) before anyone else. Don't forget to join backup channel @Theh,JOOO
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MARKET WATCH

12-07-2021 % CHANGE

Sensex 52,373 -0.03
US Dollar 74.58 0.08
Gold 46,796 -0.10
Brent oil 74.98 -0.70
PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports 718.05......-10.45
Asian Paints. 2999.40....-11.20
Axis Bank 753.60. 6.25
Bajaj Auto 3956.15.....-39.75
Bajaj Finserv. 12908.90 54.15
Bajaj Finance 6149.55 13.40
Bharti Airtel 529.65 -6.60
BPCL 451.00. -5.90
Britannia Ind 3470.40 -5.55
Cipla 959.85 0.05
Coal India 146.40 -0.30
Divis Lab 4588.75.....-10.95
Dr Reddys Lab 5494.30 34.00
Eicher Motors 2709.50 -2.65
Grasim Ind 1536.15 36.00
HCL Tech 979.45 2.60
HDFC 2476.95.....-19.50
HDFC Bank 1487.00......-15.00
HDFC Life 682.95 -0.30
Hero MotoCorp 2898.20 1.40
Hindalco 388.35 -1.70
Hind Unilever 2444.15 -7.30
ICICI Bank 646.25 7.70
Indusind Bank 1049.30. 9.35
Infosys 1547.85......-15.05
Indian OilCorp 107.20. -0.10
ITC 201.10 -0.25
JSW Steel 694.45.....12.90
Kotak Bank 1731.95 11.90
L&T 1500.75 1.15
M&m 772.85 1.30
Maruti Suzuki 7470.10 44.40
Nestle India Ltd. ... 17641.40 5.40
NTPC 117.85 0.05
ONGC 118.55 0.65
PowerGrid Corp 229.00 -1.25
Reliance Ind 2084.10 12.90
SBI Life 1033.45....13.85
State Bank 427.45 3.70
Shree Cement 28034.95.....532.20
Sun Pharma 668.55 0.65
Tata  Consumer
Products Ltd. 775.90 9.95
Tata Motors 307.45 1.15
Tata Steel 1226.95.....-12.40
TCS 3193.10.....-15.05
Tech Mahindra 1056.60. 4.85
Titan 1719.85 -0.75
UltraTech Cement.....7093.75.....194.20
UPL 821.45 6.90
Wipro 525.85 0.05

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on July 12

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL

US Dollar 74.37.....74.69
Euro 88.10.......88.48
British Pound 103.02.... 103.46
Japanese Yen (100)...67.50.......67.79
Chinese Yuan 11.48.....11.54
Swiss Franc 81.17....81.52
Singapore Dollar 54.98 55.23
Canadian Dollar 59.46....59.72
Malaysian Ringitt 17.74 17.83

Source:Indian Bank

IN BRIEF

Ola Electric raises
10-year, $100-mn debt
BENGALURU

Ola Electric and Bank of
Baroda on Monday signed the
largest long-term debt
financing agreement in the
Indian EV industry on
Monday. Ola said it would use
this 10-year debt of $100
million to complete Phase 1
of its Futurefactory, a global
manufacturing hub for
electric two-wheelers,
coming up at Krishnagiri in
Tamil Nadu at an investment
of 2,400 crore.

MobiKwik files draft
papers for ¥1,900-cr. IPO
NEW DELHI

Digital payments start-up
One MobiKwik Systems on
Monday filed preliminary
papers with markets
regulator SEBI to raise
%1,900 crore through an
initial share sale. The initial
public offer (IPO) comprises
fresh issuance of equity
shares worth 1,500 crore
and an offer-for-sale of up to
%400 crore by promoters and
existing shareholders,
according to the Draft Red
Herring Prospectus (DRHP).
The issue also includes a
reservation for the company's
employees. pTi

“Liquidity bufter at NBFCs
“cushions fall in QI collections’

Last year, moratorium spurred fears on asset quality, liquidity, Crisil points out

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Higher liquidity cover at
NBFCs enabled them to ser-
vice debt in the near term,
and cushioned the impact of
lower collections during the
second wave of COVID-19,
Crisil Ratings said in a study
of entities rated by the
agency.

“That is a change from last
year, when asset quality and
liquidity fears multiplied af-
ter a moratorium on repay-
ments and stringent lock-
downs affected collections.
This time around, the build-
up in liquidity has been a
crucial offset,” the ratings
agency said, adding that col-
lections had again been af-
fected in the current fiscal by

r

Repeat performance: Collectlons have been hit in this fiscal

too due to the second wave, Crisil says.

the second wave. In the
wake of the second wave,
Crisil conducted the study
considering two stress-case
scenarios. In the first scena-
rio, in view of the collection
challenges in the first quar-
ter of FY22, it assumed col-

= C. VENKATACHALAPATHY

lections over the next quar-
ter at 70% of the levels in the
past couple of quarters. In
the second scenario, collec-
tions were assumed to halve.

In scenario 1, 96% of
NBFCs were found to have li-
quidity cover for three

BSNL union asks DoT to clear
dues running to ¥30,000 cr.

Seeks relief for stressed telco in letter to new Minister

YUTHIKA BHARGAVA
NEW DELHI

The BSNL employees’ union
has urged the newly-ap-
pointed Communications
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
to ensure that the Depart-
ment of Telecom clears its
due of 30,000 crore to the
telco in order to provide
some aid to the stressed pu-
blic sector unit (PSU).

“The DoT on its part has
been casting a Nelson’s eye
towards BSNL,” the Bharati-
ya Telecom Employees Un-
ion (BSNL), an affiliate of the
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh,
said in a letter. “The DoT
owes the BSNL around
%30,000 crore...we shall be
highly obliged... if you could

m.mull G

see that this amount is re-
funded to the BSNL at the
earliest to enable the compa-
ny to perform with more vi-
gour and also take care of its
employees’ needs,” it added.

As per the letter dated Ju-
ly 10, the dues include about
313,789 crore in viability gap
funding for rural telephony,

Sundram Fasteners cut
net debt by 35% in FY21

Capex by the company totalled 140 cr.

N. ANAND
CHENNAI
Sundram Fasteners Ltd.
(SFL) lowered net debt by
35% to 443 crore during fis-
cal 2021, a year in which the
auto sector was badly hit by
the COVID-19 pandemic.
The auto components
maker, which is part of the
TVS group, had a net debt of
Z68l crore a year earlier. In
fiscal 2021, it incurred capi-
tal expenditure of 3140
crore on existing and new
projects in tandem with the
production plans of key cus-
tomers, SFL said in its latest
annual report.

‘Sector set for growth’
SFL said that after two years
of sluggishness, India’s auto-
mobile sector is set to post
double-digit growth next fis-
cal on improving economic
activity and personal in-
comes.

Consumption data such

Consumption data
such as FMCG and
auto sales, and GST
collections hinted
atrecovery

(69

as sales in the fast-moving
consumer goods and auto-
motives, and Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST) collections
indicated recovery in de-
mand. The government allo-
cating 35 trillion for capital
expenditure in the latest
Budget is expected to pave
the way for faster growth in
the automotive segment, it
added.

Government policies to
promote self-reliance in the
defence and the aerospace
sectors have centred on the
implementation of ad-
vanced technologies. It im-
proves the potential for
domestic  manufacturing
and provides more oppor-
tunities for SFL, the compa-
ny pointed out.

a total of about %8,300 for
surrendered Wimax and
CDMA spectrum, and 1,051
crore for the government’s
BharatNet project. The un-
ion also said that poor mar-
keting methods not in line
with contemporary tech-
niques plague BSNL, result-
ing in loss of revenue and
market share.

To help revive two loss-
making telecom PSUs -
BSNL and MTNL - the Cabi-
net had in 2019 given an ap-
proval for their merger, with
a revival package worth al-
most 370,000 crore. As part
of the package, the two PSUs
were to be merged and also
allotted 4G spectrum, which
is yet to be done.

G-secs: RBI
unveils retail
direct scheme

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The RBI on Monday an-
nounced the unveiling of a
scheme under which retail
investors will be allowed to
open retail direct gilt ac-
counts (RDG) directly with
the central bank.

This account can be
opened through a dedicat-
ed online portal, which
will provide registered us-
ers access to primary is-
suance of government se-
curities and to NDS-OM.
“The date of commence-
ment of the scheme will be
announced at a later date,”
the RBI said in a circular.

The scheme is a one-
stop solution to facilitate
investment in government
securities (G-secs) by indi-
vidual investors, the regu-
lator said. The facility was
announced in the State-
ment of Developmental
and Regulatory Policies
dated February 5, RBI said.

I'T, BESI generous paymasters: TeamlLease

Demand for software, hardware, telecom personnel rises 35% y-0-y: Monster.com

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Technology and sales jobs
are witnessing a significant
rise in salaries, with the aver-
age increments at 8.55% and
9.82% respectively, Team-
Lease said.

Super-specialised  jobs
have also commanded a sal-
ary increment of more than
11%, while all COVID-proof
jobs [sectors that are doing
well during the pandemic]
were rewarded handsomely,
according to the TeamLease
Jobs & Salaries Primer Re-
port 2021.

Sectors such as banking,
financial services and insu-
rance (BFSI), healthcare and
allied industries, and infor-
mation technology and
knowledge services proved
to be generous paymasters
with an average salary incre-

CcM
K

City for jobs: Bengaluru saw a 50% rise in demand for talent
in June across sectors, from a year earlier. =c.r. SAMPATHKUMAR

ment of 10%, the report,
which tracked 2,63,000
temp profiles across 17 in-
dustries in nine cities, said.
From a geographic per-
spective, the top paying ci-
ties (increments of 12% and
above) were Bengaluru,

Chandigarh, Chennai, Delhi,
Hyderabad, Mumbai and
Kolkata.

Hiring on the rise

Demand for professionals in
software, hardware and tele-
com functions rose 35% (av-

erage) year-on-year (y-o-y)
on account of acceleration in
digitisation, said Monster-
.com, a Quess company.

‘Remarkable growth’
The telecom/Internet ser-
vice provider (ISP) industry
witnessed remarkable y-o-y
growth (39%), alongside in-
formation technology (IT) —
hardware, software (32%),
and logistics, courier/
freight/transportation (29%)
industries that followed
close behind. Bengaluru re-
ported a considerable uptick
in demand (50%) for talent
in June across sectors com-
pared with the year earlier.
Among other cities, Pune
reported a hiring increase of
28%, Hyderabad 22%, Chen-
nai 22%, Mumbai 7%, and
Delhi 4%, according to Mon-
ster Employment Index.

months’ worth of debt re-
payments. In Scenario 2, the
number was only marginally
lower at 95%. Based on sce-
nario 1, only 4% of NBFCs
had low cover (less than one
time), compared with 8% in
June 2020, and 23% in April
2020.

“We find three factors
have supported liquidity:
fund-raising through special
government schemes, im-
proving collections in the se-
cond half of fiscal 2021, and
limited disbursements,” the
agency said.

It pointed out that a num-
ber of NBFCs had increased
provisioning levels in the
past two fiscal years, and
had thus enhanced buffers
for asset-side risks.

Zambian court
halts sale of
Vedanta assets

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

A Zambian court has
stayed the hearing by a
state-appointed provision-
al liquidator for splitting up
Vedanta Resources’ Konko-
la Copper Mines unit and
selling the assets.

The stay on the Konkola
Copper Mines liquidation
proceedings has been
granted to allow Vedanta
and the Zambian govern-
ment to proceed to arbitra-
tion, Vedanta said in a fil-
ing with the Singapore
Stock Exchange.

Vedanta has been locked
in a dispute with the Zam-
bian government since May
2019, when the Zambian
government handed con-
trol of the mine to a liqui-
dator.

FM-led panel
to decide on
LIC stake sale

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs has ap-
proved an initial public of-
fering (IPO) of India’s lar-
gest insurer LIC, the
modalities of which, such
as issue size, pricing and
timing would be decided
by a panel headed by Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman.

The Department of In-
vestment and Public Asset
Management had in Janu-
ary appointed actuarial
firm Milliman Advisors LLP
India to assess the embed-
ded value of LIC ahead of
the IPO, touted to be the
biggest public issue in In-
dian corporate history. The
government expects to
come out with the IPO by
the end of FY22, a senior
official said on Monday.

NMDC slashes iron ore
prices by X200 per tonne

First time prices have been cut in FY22

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

Mining major NMDC has re-
duced iron ore prices by
%200 per tonne with effect
from July 10.

Following the revision,
the price of Lump ore is
37,450 per tonne, while that
for the same quantity of
Fines 36,360, the company
said in a filing on Monday.
India’s largest iron ore pro-
ducer, NMDC has, with this,
changed the prices four
times in the fiscal, including
twice in April. The latest re-
vision is the first instance of
the prices being reduced
this fiscal. Changes in the
ore prices are a pointer of
the demand for steel.

From 35,850 for Lump
ore and 4,560 for Fines on
April 3, the prices moved up
to 7,650 and 6,560 respec-

‘Banks mull invoking
guarantees by promoters

‘May move NCLT as part of process’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Banks may invoke personal
guarantees of tycoons to re-
cover unpaid loans from
their delinquent firms,
sources said Monday.

This follows a Supreme
Court order in May which
held that the November 15,
2019 government notifica-
tion allowing creditors to
move against personal gua-
rantors under the Insolven-
cy and Bankruptcy Code
was ‘legal and valid’.

‘Estimate of 1.6 lakh cr.
According to an estimate,
the top 10 personal guaran-
tors have guaranteed debt
of more than 1.6 lakh crore.
Former promoters of
Bhushan Steel and Power

Sanjay Singhal and his wife
Aarti Singhal had furnished
personal guarantees up to
324,550 crore to take loans
from a consortium of bank
led by State Bank of India.

Erstwhile promoter Kapil
Wadhawan stands guaran-
tee to loans taken by DHFL,
with debt of about ¥90,000
crore. Venugopal Dhoot has
given personal guarantee to
a portion of the 322,000-
crore loan to Videocon.

A senior bank official said
banks were assessing the in-
volvement of directors who
had pledged their personal
guarantee. Then, another
banker said, banks would
move the National Company
Law Tribunal for invoking
personal guarantee as part
of the recovery process.

tively, following two more
revisions, including the last
on May 12. In June, the firm
had maintained the prices.

NMDC is keen on ramp-
ing up production to 44 mil-
lion tonnes (MT) this fiscal.
A senior official had recently
said prices were ‘looking
good’ and that there was
good demand in the coun-
try. In FY21, NDMC had pro-
duced 34.15 MT and had
sold 33.25 MT.

Flipkart valued
at $37.6 bn after
$3.6-bn funding

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Flipkart Group on Monday
said it had raised $3.6 bil-
lion to fund its digital com-
merce activities in India.

The new investment va-
lues Flipkart Group at $37.6
billion. The funding was
led by financial investors
GIC, Canada Pension Plan
Investment Board (CPP In-
vestments), SoftBank Vi-
sion Fund 2 and Walmart,
along with investments
from sovereign funds Dis-
ruptAD and Qatar Invest-
ment Authority, Khazanah
Nasional Berhad.

Tencent,  Willoughby
Capital, Antara Capital,
Franklin Templeton and
Tiger Global were also part
of the funding, Flipkart
said in a statement.
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Tenacious Italy wrecks England’s party, paints the Euro blue

Azzurri inflict more penalty heartache on the Three Lions; Rashford, Sancho and Saka fluff their lines from the spot

EURO 2020

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

Italy inflicted more penalty
heartache on England to win
Sunday’s Euro 2020 final 3-2
in a shootout, Bukayo Saka
missing the decisive kick to
deny the hosts after the game
at Wembley had ended in a
draining 1-1 draw through
extra-time.
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Saka’s kick was repelled
by Gianluigi Donnarumma to
give Italy the Henri Delaunay
Trophy for the second time,
completing a remarkable tur-
naround for a team that
failed to even qualify for the
2018 World Cup.

Italy’s triumph came at
the end of a shootout in
which England scored its
first two penalties but then
saw Marcus Rashford and Ja-
don Sancho also fail.

Jorginho could have won it

for Italy only for his penalty
to be saved by Jordan Pick-
ford, giving renewed hope to
England.

The nerve-shredding cli-
max seemed unlikely given
the way the match began,

A night to remember: Italy's long wait for a second European title came to an end on Sunday. =ap

with Luke Shaw scoring for
Gareth Southgate’s England
after just one minute and 56
seconds, the fastest goal ever
in a European Championship
final, and stunning a team
which arrived here on a re-

Another Gianluigi trumps for Italy in shootout

Donnarumma follows in the steps of Buffon who was part of the 2006 WC win

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON

From Gigi to Gigio, Italy still
has a safe pair of hands in
goal.

Fifteen years after Gian-
luigi Buffon was under the
bar for Italy in the World Cup
final win via a penalty shoo-
tout, Gianluigi Donnarumma
did the same on Sunday
against England.

“Despite the goal right at
the beginning we always
commanded the game and
then with penalties there’s
Gigio,” Italy captain Giorgio
Chiellini said. “We’ve gone
from Gigi to Gigio.”

The 22-year-old Donna-
rumma was sobbing on the
shoulder of an Italy team
staff member after saving the
final penalty kick.

Incredible night
“I’s an incredible night,”
Donnarumma said.

“If T am the best player of
the tournament, it is also
thanks to (Leonardo) Bonuc-
ci and Chiellini. We were ex-
traordinary, we are very
happy.”

“We didn’t give an inch.
We are a fantastic squad and
we deserve all this,” Donna-
rumma said.

Donnarumma also saved a
penalty from Alvaro Morata
in the penalty shootout vic-
tory over Spain in the semifi-
nals.

Why not
passes, ask
the Kiwis

ANI
NEW DELHI

Losing the 2019 cricket
ODI World Cup due to
the boundary-countback
rule still hurts New
Zealand cricketers and
this was again on show
as Scott Styris and James
Neesham took an
indirect dig at the Three
Lions after they lost the
Euro 2020 final against
Italy on penalties.

More corners

Styris and Neesham
suggested that England
could have been
declared the winners as
they had more ‘corners’
in the match or because
of ‘more passes’ in the
game.

“Why is it a penalty
shootout and not just
whoever made the most
passes wins? #joking,”
tweeted Neesham.

Taking to Twitter,
Styris wrote: “I don’t
understand... England
had more corners ....
they are the champions!
#Stillsalty.”

By the numbers

Italy’s Gianluigi Don-
narumma was named
player-of-the-tournament,

the first goalkeeper in
tournament history to be
officially honoured

Luke Shaw's

1 :5 opener was the

quickest ever goal scored
in the final of the Euros

Portugal's Cristiano
Ronaldo finished as
top-scorer, beating Czech
Republic's Patrik Schick

-- who had the same
-~ number of

goals -- to the
award because

Italy's major tournament titles (4
World Cup, 2 Euros); among European

of an assist nations, only Germany (7) has more
Despite 2 England has won just 22% (two
losing in the out of nine) of its major tourna-

final, England's

ment shootouts (World Cup/Euros)

Jordan Pickford
had the best
record among
goalkeepers with
five clean sheets

34 &7

oldest scorer in a Euro final, beating
Bernd Holzenbein (30 years and 103
days) from 1976

Bonucci (at 34 years
and 71 days) is the

The number
¢ of years
B between Italy's
\ first Euro title
' §; in 1968 and this

A giant roars:

Italy rode on

the shoulders of
Donnarumma to
script a memorable
triumph. =REUTERS

Euro 2020 Silver boot (2nd highest Golden ball (Player of the
individual awards: scorer): Patrick Schick (Czech tournament): Gianluigi
Golden boot (Top Republic) Donnarumma (ltaly)
scorer): Cristiano Bronze boot (3rd highest Best young player of Euro
Ronaldo (Portugal) scorer): Karim Benzema (France) 2020: Pedri (Spain)

Southgate s plan backfires

Owns responsibility for choosing the shot-takers’ list

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON

Gareth Southgate could feel
Bukayo Saka’s anguish. Hav-
ing a decisive penalty saved
in a European Champion-
ship match can be such a
lonely experience.

It still follows Southgate
25 years after his missed
spot kick in the semifinals
against Germany. Now he
had to accept responsibility,
having selected Saka to take
what would be the last kick
of Euro 2020.

The focus will turn to
Southgate’s decision-mak-
ing. Should he have asked a
19-year-old to step up for
such a pressure-packed mo-
ment?

Raheem Sterling wasn’t
even included among the
five penalty takers.

Late substitutes

Marcus Rashford and Jadon
Sancho were brought in the
120th minute just in time to
take penalties.

Liverpool’s Premier
League and Champions
League winner, Jordan Hen-
derson, was deemed less
suitable for a penalty than
Sancho.

“It’s down to me,” South-

It's on me: Gareth Southgate consoles Jadon Sancho after
the shootout heartbreak. =Getty ImAGES

The penalty jinx continues

® 1990 World Cup semis: Lost 4-3 to Germany after a 1-1 draw

B 1996 Euro semis: Germany won 6-5 after a 1-1 draw
® 1998 World Cup last-16: Lost 4-3 to Argentina after a 2-2

draw

B 2004 Euro quarters: Portugal won 6-5 after a 2-2 draw
H 2006 World Cup quarters: Lost 3-1 to Portugal after 0-0

draw

B 2012 Euro quarters: Italy won 4-2 after a goalless draw

gate said. “I decided on the
penalty takers based on
what we’ve done in training.
Nobody is on their own. It
totally rests on me.”

Southgate was also solidly
behind the players. “They
were the best takers we had
left on the pitch,” he said.
“We win and lose together.”

cord 33-match unbeaten run.

Italy was shell-shocked
and struggled to recover in a
stadium where the official at-
tendance was 67,173 but
more England fans clearly
managed to enter after dis-

The shootout
A AND
Berardi M 11 M Kane
Belotti 1-2 | Maguire
Bonucci M 2-2 [x] Rashford
Bernardeschi | 3-2 Sancho
Jorginho 3-2 [x] Saka
graceful scenes when sup-
porters  without tickets Match stats
stormed the gates.

Italy, though, had most of
the possession after falling
behind and deserved its
equaliser when it came mid-
way through the second half
through Leonardo Bonucci.

Questionable decision
With no further scoring, this
was the first European
Championship final to be de-
cided on penalties since 1976
and the decision to let the 19-
year-old Saka step up when
he did was a questionable
one.

While England’s 55-year
wait to win another major in-
ternational title goes on, Ita-
ly’s own particular half-cen-
tury of hurt is over.

The Azzurri have won four

English players face
online racism

REUTERS

LONDON

Black players in the England
football team have been
subjected to a storm of on-
line racist abuse after their
defeat in the final of Euro
2020.

Marcus Rashford, 23, Ja-
don Sancho, 21, and Bukayo
Saka, 19, were the targets of
the abuse after they missed
their spot-kicks.

The comments have
prompted a police investiga-

tion and wide condemna-
tion.

“For some of them to be
abused is unforgivable,”
Southgate told a news confe-
rence. “Some of it has come
from abroad (we have been
told this), but some of it is
from this country.”

British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson condemned
the abuse while Prince Wil-
liam, who is president of the
Football Association, said
he was “sickened”.

1 Goals 1

65% | Possession | 35%
19 Shots 6
Shots on
6 target 2

21 fouls 13

It's coming
Rome!

LEONARDO
BONUCCI

The sky is BLUE above
Wembley!
GIANLUIGI BUFFON

Champions of Europe...
she is finally back in
Italy!

ANDREA PIRLO

This is not the end for
this young England side.
Congratulations, Italy

GARY LINEKER

Win or lose we stand
with you...hold those
heads high England

DAVID BECKHAM

3 Corners 5

Yellow
s cards L

World Cups but their sole Eu-
ropean Championship tri-
umph before this dated back
to 1968. They had lost two
Euro finals in a little over two
decades. However, they have
been the outstanding team in
this competition, beating
Belgium and Spain on their
way to the final.

i .

Itll come home at The
World Cup! We love this
England team. Chins up!
KEVIN PIETERSEN

Congratulations to Italy,
and well done England
for reaching the final!

SACHIN TENDULKAR

The result:

Final: Italy 1 (Bonucci 67) drew
with England 1 (Shaw 2) (After
extra-time, Italy won 3-2 on pe-
nalties).

Triumphant return: Coach Roberto Mancini and captain
Giorgio Chiellini display the Henri Delaunay Trophy after

arriving in Rome. =GETTY IMAGES

Talking tactics: breaklng the final down

AASHIN PRASAD

he script was all too fami-

liar for England from its
2018 World Cup semifinal de-
feat to Croatia — take the ear-
ly lead, sit back, invite pres-
sure, cede control in midfield
and get punished.

Gareth Southgate set En-
gland up in a 3-4-3 formation,
while Roberto Mancini’s Italy
lined up in a 4-3-3, with con-
trasting styles on display in a
hard-fought contest.

England was a goal up
through Luke Shaw after 116
seconds of play, capitalising
on Italy’s shape being pulled
apart after an unsuccessful
corner.

England executed its
game-plan for the best part

Iniyan shocks
Bogner

RAKESH RAO
NEW DELHI

Young GM P. [Iniyan
stunned higher-rated Swiss
rival Sebastian Bogner
while B. Adhiban, Ara-
vindh Chithambaram, R.
Praggnanandhaa and Nihal
Sarin made a winning start
to their World Cup cam-
paign in Sochi, Russia, on
Monday.

D. Gukesh was the only
Indian to settle for a draw.
Padmini Rout proved supe-
rior to Azerbaijan’s Uliviy-
ya Fataliyeva in 36 moves.

R. Vaishali moved closer
to victory against Canada’s
Zhou Qiyu before blowing
away the edge. Thanks to
her extra knight, Vaishali
found a way to win in 62
moves.

Indian results (Round 1,
Game 1): Men: Chiletso Chi-
panga (Mwi) lost to B. Adhi-
ban; Aravindh Chithambaram
bt Michael Concio Jr. (Phi);
Arthur Ssegwanyi (Uga) lost
to Nihal Sarin; Paulo Bersami-
na (Phi) lost to R. Praggna-
nandhaa; Pawel Teclaf (Pol)
drew with D. Gukesh; P. Iniyan
bt Sebastian Bogner (Swi).
Women: Padmini Rout bt UL-
viyya Fataliyeva (Aze); Bhakti
Kulkarni w/o from Anastasya
Paramzina (Rus); R. Vaishali
bt Zhou Qiyu (Can).

Berardi. =GETTY IMAGES

of the first 30 minutes with
high-intensity pressing all
around the pitch, making it
difficult for Italy to settle.

But as the game wore on,
Italy’s three-man midfield of
Marco Verratti, Jorginho and
Nicolo Barella shaded the
battle in the centre of the

pItCh against England’s Kal-
vin Phillips and Declan Rice.

The second period started
in the same vein, with En-
gland pinned in its half by
Italian pressure, both on and
off the ball. While England
conceded a sloppy set-piece
goal, the opportunity arose
because of Italy’s sustained
dominance.

Mancini brought on Do-
minico Berardi early in the
second half and his off-the-
ball movement, along with
Lorenzo Insigne and Federi-
co Chiesa, troubled En-
gland’s defenders. The full-
backs and central midfiel-
ders created repetitive
overloads on both flanks.

In between the 65th and
66th minute, Italy strung to-
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gether a sequence of 24 suc-
cessive passes, before Chie-
sa’s cross was headed behind
for the corner that led to the
equaliser.

Losing verve

Chiesa’s injury and subse-
quent exit in the 86th minute
effectively blunted Italy’s at-
tack, and the final lost its
verve.

Southgate’s late introduc-
tion of Jack Grealish, Marcus
Rashford and Jadon Sancho
in extra-time didn’t seem to
alter the contest, which went
to penalties.

Although England took
the lead again in the shoot-
out, Gianluigi Donnarumma
stood tall in goal and Italy
emerged triumphant.

A ND-NDE
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TV PICKS

Tour de France: Eurosport
(SD & HD), 4.30 p.m.
England vs Pakistan: 3rd
ODI: Sony Ten 2 (SD & HD),
5.30 p.m.
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Lee wins three-way
play-off at Scottish Open
NORTH BERWICK (SCOTLAND)

Min Woo Lee of Australia
made a 10-foot birdie putt on
the first extra hole to win a
three-way play-off against
Matt Fitzpatrick and Thomas
Detry at the Scottish Open
golf championship on
Sunday. ap

ICC monthly award for
Ecclestone, Conway

DUBAI

England spinner Sophie
Ecclestone edged out India's
Shafali Verma and Sneh Rana
to become the ICC
Player-of-the-Month for
June, while New Zealand
opener Devon Conway
bagged the honour in the
men's category.

Full focus on Olympic medal: Sai Praneeth

Shuttler happy with his preparations and fitness levels

TOKYO GAMES

V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM
HYDERABAD

“I am aware that I need to
cause one or two major up-
sets to be able to realise my
dream of an Olympic me-
dal,” says World champion-
ship bronze medallist B. Sai
Praneeth.

“When the focus is on
winning a medal at the Olym-
pics, everything else gets
blurred. Once you enter a
major event, the focus has to
be on doing well backed by
the right preparations,” he
told The Hindu.

He is happy with his fit-
ness level going into the
Olympics. “I am the kind of
player who can play my nat-
ural game straight away if I
feel I am fit,” he said.

He has prepared for Tokyo
the same as he would for any
big event. The emphasis was
on all-round improvement,
he said. Video analyses of his
recent matches and those of

likely opponents formed
part of the preparations.

Also coaches Agus Dwi
Santoso and P. Gopi Chand
had been providing “invalua-
ble” inputs, he said.

On lack of tournaments
before the Games, Sai Pra-
neeth felt it would be the
same for everyone and the
preparations were planned
accordingly. The pandemic
restrictions were a bigger
torture, he said. “You can ea-
sily sort out anything related
to your game on the court.
But, these restrictions and
tests can be areal challenge,”
he said.

On this being his first
Olympics, the 28-year-old
shuttler said it did play on his
mind but that he was trying
to avoid any pressure.

On training at the Gachi-
bowli Indoor Stadium for the
last one month, Sai Praneeth
said it was a good move.

“The conditions should be
similar in Tokyo and hence it
was really good to train
there,” he said.
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Chasmg adream: B. Sai Praneeth is in the right frame of mind as the Olympics approaches.
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Last 14 rounds of blitz...  was ecstatic: Anand

GRAND CHESS TOUR

P.K. AJITH KUMAR

iswanathan Anand turned

the clock back in some
style in Croatia. The 51-year-
old outplayed several youn-
ger, stronger rivals to finish
runner-up at the Croatia
Grand Chess Tour, which con-
cluded at Zagreb on Sunday.
And this was his first tourna-
ment in 16 months.

After doing fairly well in
the rapid section, the blitz
games saw some vintage
Anand. The five-time World
champion was delighted with
the way he finished.

“The last 14 rounds of
blitz... I was ecstatic,” Anand
told The Hindu over phone
from Zagreb on Monday. “I
could have easily had another

MSC, ACCin final
Man-of-the-match Shivam
Bansal smashed a 55-ball
136 as Market Sapience
Club (MSC) defeated Isqaa
Royal Club (IRC) by 42 runs
to enter the final of the R.K.
Kapoor T20 tournament.
In the other semifinal,
Shahbaz Ahmed top-scored
with 95 and claimed two
wickets as ACC XI downed
Delhi Challengers (DC) by
52 runs.

The scores:

MSC 259/5 in 20 overs
(Shivam Bansal 136, Sandeep
Tomar 40) bt IRC 217/8 in 20
overs (Aryan Kapoor 124 n.o.,
Ravi Tewatia 3/29, Shivam
Sharma 2/46).

ACC 236/6 in 20 overs
(Shahbaz Ahmed 95, Parmod
Chandila 58 n.o., Asif Mansori
2/71) bt DC184/8 in 20 overs
(Tarun Anil 101, Arun Chaprana
3/25, Shahbaz Ahmed 2/17,
Sumit Kumar 2/16).

Delhi Colts wins on NRR
Anurag Tyagi and Lakshay
Thareja scored

DELHI ROUND-UP

Off the board Kasparov and Anand in an animated
conversation at the event. =FLICKR/GRANDCHESSTOUR

two extra points at least.”
Among his wins, he said he
particularly liked the one
against Anton Korobov of Uk-
raine in the blitz. “I also en-
joyed my win with white piec-
es against Garry Kasparov,” he
said. His old rival though had
a disastrous outing. The 58-
year-old Russian, who has

half-centuries as Delhi Colts
beat Uday Gupta Academy
(UGA) on net run rate in a
rain-marred game of the
first Bhopal Singh Baliyan
tournament.

The scores:

Delhi Colts 217 in 40 overs
(Anurag Tyagi 79, Lakshay
Thareja 77, Gaurav Kamboj
3/28, Sikander 3/43) bt UGA
191/4 in 34 overs (Kavya 48,
Snehashish Saha 43).
Keshav, Dhruv

among wickets

Keshav Pilaniya and Dhruv
Sharma took three wickets
apiece as Harry Academy
(HCA) defeated VA Cricket
Academy (VACA) by three
wickets in the sixth
Harbeer memorial
tournament.

The scores:

VACA 247/8 in 40 overs (Kartik
Verma 95, Punit 41, Keshav
Pilaniya 3/37, Dhruv Sharma
3/35) lost to HCA 248/7 in 36.1
overs (Sandeep 55, Mohd.
Fareed 38, Ruzil Handa 3/43,
Sanjeet Kumar 2/31).

been out of active chess after
retiring in 2005, could score
just 2.5 points from 18 rounds.

“We were all astonished by
Kasparov’s show,” Anand
said. “We understood he was
rusty; so he was four years
ago (at the St. Louis Grand
Chess Tour) but then he post-
ed quite a good performance.

India was down and nearly

out when Deepti Sharma

came on to bowl the 14th over
of the second T20I at Hove on
: Sunday.

Chasing 149, England was

© 105 for two with two set bat-
© ters at the crease in Tammy
: Beaumont
: Heather Knight, but off-spin-
: ning
¢ turned things around in that
: over.

and captain

all-rounder  Deepti

She had Beaumont Ilbw

¢ and off the next ball Knight
¢ was run out thanks to Deep-
i ti’s fielding off her own bow-
- ling.

At a virtual press confe-

© rence later, she spoke of how
¢ crucial the over was in India’s
¢ victory that levelled the
i three-match series.

“Beaumont’s wicket was

¢ crucial for us,” she said.

Jyoti gets a bipartite quota place
for Paralympics

Eligible for compound individual and mixed team events

ARCHERY

Y.B. SARANGI
KOLKATA

The International Paralym-
pic Committee (IPC) on
Monday gave a bipartite qu-
ota place to compound arch-
er Jyoti for the Paralympics,
said an Archery Association
of India (AAI) source.

Jyoti’s inclusion will en-
hance India’s medal chances
in archery as the country
can have representation in
compound women’s open
individual event as well
mixed team event.

Four already qualified

Earlier, four Indians — Ra-
kesh Kumar and Shyam Sun-
dar in compound men’s
open and Vivek Chikara and
Harbinder Singh in recurve

CM
K

Jyoti. =SsPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

men’s open — qualified for
the Paralympics, to be held
in Tokyo from August 24 to
September 5.

Since some of the Indians
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B AAl had requested the IPC
to grant a quota place to
the Uttar Pradesh girl

B Jyoti has won medals in
top international events

could not participate in a
qualifying event in Czech
Republic earlier this month
due to Covid-induced res-
trictions and visa issues, the
AAI requested the IPC to
grant a bipartite quota place
to Uttar Pradesh girl Jyoti.

Jyoti has won several in-
ternational medals, includ-
ing silver in individual and
mixed team events in the
Fazza world-ranking tourna-
ment in Dubai and mixed
team silver in the Asian pa-
ra-archery championships
in Bangkok in 2019.

I think this would motivate
him to come back for one big
tournament. I feel Garry will
not want his last tournament
to be like this.”

Next stop

Anand’s next stop on his co-
meback trail — COVID-19 has
kept him off the chessboard
since February last year — is
Dortmund where he will meet
another old Russian rival,
Vladmir Kramnik. The 14th
and 15th World champions
will play a match of No-Cas-
tling Chess from Wednesday.

As the name suggests, the
format will not allow the
players to castle, in an at-
tempt to take the game away
from opening theory. “I think
these kinds of variants are en-
tertaining,” he said.

A ring that measures
quality of meditation

V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM
HYDERABAD

The Indian Olympic Asso-
ciation (I0A) announced a
partnership with Dhyana,
the start-up behind the
smart ring that measures
the quality of meditation,
and developed by chief na-
tional badminton coach P.
Gopi Chand and the Oxford
University alumni and bio-
medical technology entre-
preneur Bhairav Shankar.
The IOA has acquired
smart Dhyana rings and
Dhyana’s health manage-
ment services for the Indian
contingent headed for the
Tokyo 2020 Olympics and is
working together to priori-
tise mental wellness and im-

Gopi with the 'Dhyana’
ring. = SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

prove focus of the players
amidst the ongoing pan-
demic, said Rajiv Mehta,
general-secretary of IOA.

Dhyana thus becomes the
first official meditation dev-
ice to be used at the
Olympics.

Pressure brings out the best in Deepti

- Her all-round show got India back in the series

B INDIA IN ENGLAND

P.K. AJITH KUMAR

Well done! Deept| Sharma rlght celebrates the wicket of Tammy Beaumont. =GeTTY IMAGES

“I was confident that the
ball was hitting the stumps
(England went for the DRS).
And after that run-out
(Knight), we pulled back.”

Deepti had done her bit
with the bat too, after India

CAS rejects
Uzbek appeal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Court of Arbitration for
Sport (CAS) has turned
down the Uzbekistan Swim-
ming Federation’s appeal
against world body FINA’s
decision to invalidate re-
sults of an Olympic qualify-
ing tournament after Indian
swimmer Likith Selvaraj
complained of manipula-
tion in the event.

The FINA Executive’s de-
cision was made after re-
ceiving “evidence establish-
ing that certain results from
these two events had been
manipulated by the Uzbe-
kistan Swimming Federa-
tion (USF) in an attempt to
qualify Uzbek swimmers for
the Tokyo Olympic Games.”

FINA said that its Ethics
Panel will investigate
whether further sanctions
should be imposed on USF
and any other implicated

party.

was put in. She made an un-
beaten 24 off 27 balls.

“We had a good start and
we thought we could even get
to 160, but our final score
wasn’t that bad, as we knew
our bowlers could defend it,”

she said. Deepti said she en-
joyed playing under pressure.
“I like to play in pressure
situations,” she said.
“As an all-rounder I always
try to contribute as much as I
can in any department.”
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Bucks grab a crucial win

Antetokounmpo emulates O'Neal, James

NBA FINALS

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MILWAUKEE

Giannis Antetokounmpo po-
wered Milwaukee Bucks to a
120-100 victory over Phoe-
nix Suns on Sunday in the
NBA Finals.

The 26-year-old Greek
scored 41 points and
grabbed 13 rebounds to
spark the Bucks, who pulled
to 2-1 in the best-of-seven
championship series.

The two-time NBA Most
Valuable Player, who had 42
points and 12 rebounds in a
game two loss, joined Sha-
quille O’Neal in 2000 and
LeBron James in 2016 as the
only NBA Finals players

with back-to-back 40-point,
10-rebound performances.

Jrue Holiday added 21
points and nine assists while
Khris Middleton had 18
points, seven rebounds and
Six assists.

The Bucks, hosting their
first NBA Finals game in 47
years, improved to an NBA-
best 81 at home in the
playoffs.

The Suns have a playoffs-
best 6-2 on the road.

Suns guard Chris Paul, in
the first NBA Finals of his 16-
year career at age 36, led the
Suns with 19 points while
Deandre Ayton and Jae
Crowder each added 18.

The result: Milwaukee Bucks
120 bt Phoenix Suns 100 (Suns

lead series 2-1).
1
W
N

—

Class apart: The Suns had no answer to Giannis
Antetokounmpo's brilliance on Sunday. =arp

Nagal loses, but gets lucky

SPORTS BUREAU
HAMBURG

Sumit Nagal was beaten 4-6,
2-6 by Zhizhen Zhang of Chi-
na in the second and final
qualifying round, but made
the main draw as a lucky los-
er in the €1,168,220 ATP ten-
nis tournament in
Hamburg.

The results:

€1,168,220 ATP, Hamburg,
Germany: Qualifying singles
(second and final round): Zhiz-
hen Zhang (Chn) bt Sumit Na-
gal 6-4, 6-2; First round: Na-
gal bt Lewie Lane (Ger) 6-3,
6-1.

Doubles (pre-quarterfinals):

Filip Krajinovic & Dusan Lajovic
(Srb) bt Luca Margaroli (Sui) &
Sriram Balaji 6-3, 6-2.

$535,535 ATP, Newport, US:
Qualifying singles  (first
round): Ruben Bemelmans
(Bel) bt Sasikumar Mukund
7-5, 6-4; Ramkumar Rama-
nathan bt Darian King (Bar)
6-3, 6-4.

$250,000 WTA, Prague, Czech
Republic: Qualifying singles
(first round): Isabella Shiniko-
va (Bul) bt Riya Bhatia 6-2, 7-5.

€44,820 Challenger, Amers-
foort, Netherlands: Qualifying
singles (first round): Jeremy
Jahn (Ger) bt Arjun Kadhe 6-2,
6-7(0), 6-4.

Bopanna keeping his fingers crossed

Suspense about Olympic doubles entry for h1m and Divij continues

TENNIS

KAMESH SRINIVASAN
NEW DELHI

Rohan Bopanna is back
home after Wimbledon to be
with his family before he gets
a possible call for the Olym-
pics in Tokyo.

The suspense about the
Olympic doubles entry for
the Asian Games gold medal-
lists Bopanna and Divij Sha-
ran continues, and there is
no clarity even about where
they figure in the waiting list.

Change

“Doubles entry was sup-
posed to be purely on the ba-
sis of singles or doubles
rank. But there has been
some change.

“The two players from
Portugal Joao Sousa and Pe-
dro Sousa got singles wild
cards. And they also got dou-

Picture not clear: Bopanna says there is no clarity even about
where Divij and he figure in the Olympic entry waiting list.
=FILE PHOTO

bles entry despite their best
combined rank being over
200,” said Bopanna.

Bopanna, the former
World No. 3 said that he visit-
ed the ATP office during
Wimbledon every day to get
some clarity about the Olym-
pic entries, but nobody had
any list that would make the
picture clear.

He also pointed at the se-

cond Spanish team of Pablo
Andujar and Roberto Car-
balles Baena whose best
combined rank was around
170. Bopanna (38) and Divij
had a combined rank of 113
on the entry cut-off date of
June 14.

“Not only us, some good
teams have also not got their
entry yet. Matwe Middel-
koop and Robin Haase, with

a combined rank of 73, could
not get in,” Bopanna said.

“Thave been playing every
week from the third week of
April and decided to take a
week off. If we get entry for
the Olympics, I will go to To-
kyo from here. Otherwise,
after a two-week break, I will
be playing in the US circuit”,
said Bopanna.

He was happy with the
way he had played Wimble-
don, especially the mixed
doubles with Sania Mirza.

“I was happy with the way
I served. Maybe, all the yoga
that I am doing regularly is
helping me. Sania played
well, but lacked the match
exposure,” said Bopanna.

The Indian pair had lost 9-
11 in the third set against
Jean-Julien Rojer and Andre-
ja Klepac in the pre-quarter-
finals, after not having
dropped a set in the first two
rounds.
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