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Anshu Prakash case: SC
rejects Delhi Police plea
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday declined a Delhi
Police appeal against a High
Court order, directing the
force to share a witness's
statement with Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and other AAP
MLAs in a case relating to the
alleged assault on the then
Delhi Chief Secretary, Anshu
Prakash, in February 2018.
NEWS » PAGE 8

CJI Ramana condemns
attacks on doctors

NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India N.V.
Ramana on Thursday
condemned the attacks on
doctors who have stood like a
rock between the COVID-19
virus and thousands of
emotionally and physically
vulnerable patients confined
to isolation in hospital wards
during the pandemic.

NEWS » PAGE 9

Colour-coded response
system for the Capital
NEW DELHI

Delhi will soon get a
colour-coded response
system to fight COVID-19,
with each colour representing
a predefined degree of action
that will kick in, a government
source said. The response
system has been divided into
four types of alerts — yellow,
amber, orange and red.

CITY » PAGE 3

In last academic year, only
22% schools had Internet

Less than 30%
govt. schools had
computers: report

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

In the academic year that
ended with school closures
due to COVID-19, only 22% of
schools in India had Internet
facilities, according to Edu-
cation Ministry data re-
leased on Thursday.

Among government
schools, less than 12% had
Internet in 2019-20, while
less than 30% had functional
computer facilities. This af-
fected the kind of digital
education options available
to schools during the pan-
demic, as well as plans for

Akhil Gogoi freed in

‘Court said govt.

charges were bogus’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI
Assam MLA and Raijor Dal
president Akhil Gogoi walked
out of jail on Thursday after a
special court of the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
acquitted him of all charges
in the second of the two cases
related to the anti-Citizenship
(Amendment) Act violence in
the State in December 2019.
The activist-turned-politi-
cian, who represents the Sib-

HC gives a pat on the
back for stray dogs

‘They have a right to food and water’

A woman feeding stray dogs in New Delhl = FILE PHOTO

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has
directed that every Resident
Welfare Association (RWA)
should form “Guard and
Dog partnerships” in
consultation with the Delhi
Police Dog Squad, so that
dogs can be trained to work
as guard dogs and yet be
friendly to residents of a
colony.

Justice J.R. Midha issued a
slew of directions on the
contentious issue of feeding
stray dogs. The High Court
said stray or street dogs
have the right to food and
citizens have the right to
feed them, but in exercising
this right, care and caution
should be taken to ensure
that it does not impinge
upon the rights of others.

‘Duty to feed’

The High Court also ruled
that it should be “the duty
and obligation of every RWA
or municipal corporation (in
case RWA is not available) to
ensure that every
community dog in every
area has access to food and
water in the absence of
caregivers or community
dog feeders”.

Feeding of community
dogs has to be done in areas
designated by the Animal
Welfare Board of India
(AWBI) in consultation with
RWA or municipal
corporation.

While determining the
“designated area”, it has to
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be kept in mind that “every

Machine

learning

Only about 37% of the
schools in India had a
functional computer
facility on campus in
2019-20, according to
the data published by
UDISE. Among major
States, only in Kerala,
more than 90% of

% of schools with

functional computer

facility
I

schools had this facility >80% 50-80% 20-50% <20%

hybrid learning in the days
ahead.

The Unified District Infor-
mation System for Educa-
tion Plus (UDISE+) report
collates data from more than
15 lakh schools across the
country.

MLA Akhil Gogm after his
release in Guwahati on
Thursday. =RITURAJKONWAR

sagar Assembly constituen-
cy, was discharged in the first
case on June 25. He was in jail
since December 2019.

“The court has proven that
the government’s charges

As the first wave of CO-
VID-19 entered India in early
2020, schools were closed in
mid-March, just weeks be-
fore the end of the 2019-20
academic year.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

9 European nations clear SII jab

EU starts ‘Green Pass’ travel facility for those who have taken authorised vaccines

KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE
NEW DELHI

Nine European countries
have given recognition to the
Covishield vaccine produced
by the Serum Institute of In-
dia (SII), informed sources
said. The confirmation came
on Thursday when the Euro-
pean Union (EU) started the
“Green Pass” facility, which
will allow people vaccinated
with an authorised set of
vaccines to travel within its
zone, covering 27 countries.

The nine countries’ move
is a “national” move by them
and not by the EU, head-
quartered in Brussels.

The EU member-states
that have recognised Covish-
ield include Austria, Germa-
ny, Slovenia, Greece, Ice-
land, Ireland and Spain.

CAA violence case

against me were bogus. This
is a historic day for the Indian
judiciary,” Mr. Gogoi said.

The cases against Mr. Go-
goi were registered on the ba-
sis of two FIRs lodged with
the Chabua police station in
Dibrugarh district and the
Chandmari police station in
Guwahati. The Chandmari
case had the additional
charge that he had links with
a Maoist organisation.

The NIA had pursued the
cases filed under relevant
sections of the Indian Penal
Code and the Unlawful Activ-
ities (Prevention) Amend-

ment Act (UAPA) for alleged
criminal conspiracy, sedi-
tion, promoting enmity bet-
ween groups on grounds
such as religion, race and lan-
guage, assertions against na-
tional integrity, and support
to a “terrorist organisation”.

“A case was filed against
me for my links with CPI
[Maoist]. In another case, I
was charged with inciting
violence during the anti-CAA
agitation. The court proved
these were fake charges,” Mr.
Gogoi said.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Focus on planning vaccine drives,
not creating panic: Harsh Vardhan

11.5 crore vaccine doses given in June, says Health Minister

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Health Minister Harsh Vard-
han on Thursday said “State
leaders” should focus on
planning COVID-19 vaccina-
tion drives, rather than
“creating panic”.

In a series of tweets, he
said he had seen “irresponsi-
ble statements from various
leaders regarding the largest
vaccine drive”. He said after
the Centre started providing

75% of vaccines for free, vac-
cination picked up pace and
11.5 crore doses were given
in June.

States had been informed
in advance about the sup-
plies for July, said the Minis-
ter. He said 12 crore doses
would be supplied in July,
not including private hospi-
tals’ supply.

“If there are issues in
States, it shows that they
need to better plan their vac-

cination drives. Intra-State
planning & logistics are the
responsibility of the States. I
request these leaders to de-

Relief shot

Countries that have cleared
Covishield for travellers o
1. Austria | 2. Germany
3. Slovenia | 4. Greece
5. Iceland 6. Ireland
7.Spain

8. Estonia (has authorised all
vaccines approved by
Government of India)

9. Switzerland (Non-EU member)

—L‘M\u\\u\\\

Estonia has confirmed
that it would recognise all
the vaccines authorised by
the Government of India for
travel of Indians, said an in-
formed source. As a Schen-
gen state, Switzerland,
though not a EU member, al-

Vaccines cleared by
European Medicines
Agency for the Green
Pass applicable in all

\é 27 EU member states
‘1 Pfizer/BioNTech's

Comirnaty

3. Oxford-
AstraZeneca's
Vaxzevria

4. Johnson &
Johnson's Janssen

lows Covishield.

German Ambassador Wal-
ter J. Lindner said, “Confirm-
ing that a double shot of Cov-
ishield is fully recognised by
Germany as valid proof of
anti-COVID  vaccination.”
Germany, however, has a tra-

vel ban in place for Indians
as India has been recognised
as a “virus variant country.”
“This [confirmation] does
nevertheless not modify ex-
isting travel or visa restric-
tions for travellers from
areas of concern/virus var-
iant areas,” said Mr. Lindner.
The nine European coun-
tries’ clearance, however, is
unlikely to translate into an
automatic clearance of Cov-
ishield as an equivalent to
the “Green Pass” that recog-
nises Pfizer/BioNTech’s Co-
mirnaty, Moderna’s Spike-
vax, Oxford-AstraZeneca’s
Vaxzevria and Johnson &
Johnson’s Janssen.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8
ZYDUS CADILA VACCINE » PAGE 10
RELATED REPORTS » PAGE 10

Won't allow any foreign
force to bully China, says Xi

Strong warning
comes on party
anniversary

ANANTH KRISHNAN

China’s ruling Communist
Party on Thursday marked
its centenary with a massive
parade in Beijing and a
warning from leader Xi Jinp-
ing to “any foreign forces”
that China would not be
“bullied”.

In an hour-long speech to

Xi Jinping

a crowd of thousands at Tia-
nanmen Square, Mr. Xi
hailed China’s “national re-
juvenation” — a theme he
has emphasised since taking

over in 2012 and found men-
tion 24 times in his speech —
and the leadership of the
party, upon which, he said,
China’s “success hinges”. He
also delivered a strong warn-
ing. “We have never bullied,
oppressed, or subjugated
the people of any country,
and we never will. By the
same token, we will never al-
low any foreign force to bul-
ly or subjugate us.”

FULL REPORT) PAGE 11

Army working to deal with drone threat’

DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

Army Chief Gen. Manoj Na-
ravane on Thursday said
that with easy availability of
drones, they would be in-
creasingly used in all sorts of
combat, both by state and

non-state actors, and capa-
bilities were being deve-
loped to deal with them.

On the Ladakh stand-off,
he said the situation on the
ground had been normal
since February and talks
were on with China at diffe-

rent levels that had helped
build trust between the two
sides.

His comments came after
explosions last Sunday at
the Jammu Air Force station.

DETAILS ON » PAGE 9

sist from their shameless
urge to play politics even in
the midst of a pandemic.”

In another tweet, he said:
“If these leaders are aware of
these facts and are still giv-
ing such statements, I con-
sider it most unfortunate. If
they don’t know, they need
to focus on governance...”

dog is a territorial being,
and therefore, the street
dogs have to be fed and
tended to at places within
their territory which are not
frequented, or less
frequented, and sparingly
used by the general public
and residents”, it said.

Stray dogs are protected
under the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act,
1960, and rules enacted
under Section 38 of the Act,
particularly the Animal
Birth Control (Dogs) Rules,
2001, which makes it illegal
for an individual, RWA or
estate management to
remove or relocate dogs.

A 2006 Office
Memorandum of the Central
government carried specific
rules against government
servants who indulge in acts
of cruelty to animals. The
rules make the government
servant liable for action
under the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act.

“Such acts of defiance be
noted down in the ACR
(annual confidential report)
files of government
employees. If any such
complaint is received by
AWBI, the same be sent to
the office concerned for
being placed in the ACR file
of the government
employee for necessary
action as per CCS rules,” the
High Court ordered.
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Teen shoots brother for
slapping him during tiff

Victim disliked him talking to sister-in-law

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 19-year-old boy has been
apprehended for allegedly
killing his elder brother for
slapping him in north-east
Delhi’s Shiv Vihar.

A senior police officer
said that the accused has
been identified as Prashant,
who works at a shop, and
the victim is his 22-year-old
brother Prem Shankar, who
was studying in Delhi Un-
iversity’s School of Open
Learning.

The police said that Prem
got married a little over a
month ago. Prashant used to
talk to Prem’s wife’s sister,
which he objected to. “Prem
never liked his brother talk-
ing to his sister-in-law and he
had told Prashant about it.
However, the latter never
agreed. On June 26 night,

Prem found Prashant talking
to her again to which he ob-
jected. It led to an argu-
ment,” said the officer.

Prem allegedly slapped
Prashant and in a fit of rage,
the latter brought a gun and
shot Prem. The victim died
on the spot, the police said.

Kin try to cover up
The family decided not to re-
port the matter to the police.
They went to cremate the
body but the priest saw the
bullet wound and told them
to first get a no-objection
certificate from the police. It
was then that Prashant’s
father called the police. The
body was taken for post-
mortem and the accused
was apprehended.

The police said that a case
has been registered under
various IPC Sections.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
e-Procurement Notice

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

‘HC ruling will ensure dog lovers are not harassed

It comes at a time when crimes against animals are rising, say animal lovers, adding that it will ensure they are not ill-treated

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Animal rights activists and
dog lovers on Thursday wel-
comed the Delhi High Court
ruling that stray or street
dogs have the right to food
and citizens have the right to
feed them. Feeding stray
dogs has been an issue that
has polarised opinions in the
city for a long time and has
led to fights in
neighbourhoods.

Many of them are relieved
after the ruling. Avinash
Singh, a resident of Sector 20
in Noida, says he was at-
tacked by his neighbour a
year ago for feeding street
dogs outside his house. He
registered an FIR against his
neighbour and is still pursu-
ing the case. “Dogs are not a
nuisance but they are man’s
best friend. I was attacked by
my neighbour a year ago for
feeding street dog outside my
house. No one has right to
hurt dogs, they also have a
place in the planet like other
creatures,” Mr. Singh said.

Similarly, Nazia Shakeel, a

Chinese ‘manjha’ seized during -

resident of Mayur Vihar, said
that she once filed a com-
plaint against her neighbour
for killing two puppies of a
street dog. “Even police tried
to hush the case. I feed dogs
in my society from my perso-
nal money every day and I
get satisfaction. If people are
not feeding dogs then they
should not stop those who
are feeding and loving them,”
said Ms. Shakeel.

Animal rights groups feel
communities need to accept
that it is their responsibility
to take care of stray dogs.
“Dogs and cats have been
domesticated by humans
from their wild ancestors and
are on the streets because of
us. We have made them de-
pendent on humans for food,
water and care. We com-
mend the Delhi HC for ack-
nowledging it,” said Manilal
Valliyate, CEO of PETA India.

Encourage adoption

He added that without hu-
man help, community dogs
and cats face starvation, de-
hydration, untreated wounds

' A TR N N
Feeding stray dogs has been an issue that has polarised
opinions in the city. =riLe PHOTO

and injuries, and people
should be encouraged to opt
to adopt a dog or cat in need
from an animal shelter or the
street.

Animal activist and lawyer
Gauri Puri said that despite
laws and guidelines protect-
ing rights of community dogs
in India, the implementation
and enforcement is weak and
often, efforts of animal acti-
vists to seek enforcement of

-

such laws have been ren-
dered insignificant.

“The judgment sets a
much-needed precedent that
strikes a defined balance bet-
ween the constitutional obli-
gation of the statutory auth-
orities to protect community
animals vis-a-vis the funda-
mental duties, moral and so-
cial responsibility of RWAs to
ensure that statutory protec-
tion is provided to communi-

(:) By directing the

police to ensure no
animal feeder is
prohibited by the
RWA, this judgment
would go a long way
in aiding the animal
feeders to ensure
police action in case
of any harassment
GAURI PURI
Animal activist and lawyer
ty animals,” Ms. Puri said, ad-
ding that, crimes against
animals have substantially in-
creased and most of these are
against community dogs who
do not have a permanent ca-
retaker or owner.

Social responsibility

She feels that the judgment
sensitises the issues pertain-
ing to animals and gives
much hope to animal lovers.
“By directing the police to
ensure no animal feeder is
harassed or prohibited by the
RWA, this judgment would go
a long way in aiding the ani-
mal feeders to ensure action
by the police in case of any

harassment. It would be in-
teresting to see how RWAs
deal with this moral and so-
cial responsibility towards
animal welfare,” Ms. Puri
said

Divya Puri, founder of Ka-
ran Puri Foundation that
runs a community kitchen
feeding 450 animals a day
and works with municipal
corporations for sterilisation
and vaccination of animals,
said that with the recent
spike in cases of harassment
and cruelty towards animals,
the court order will make it
easier to fight for the rights of
our animals.

“Justice R. Midha gave an
86-page long judgment
where he emphasised and
reiterated on various guide-
lines issued by Animal Wel-
fare Board of India for stray
animals. Right to food, water
and treatment, protection of
caretakers and involvement
of RWA/municipal body as a
community to look after
strays is a welcome step to-
wards peaceful coexistence,”
she said.

inspection in Central Delhi

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Six kg of Chinese ‘manjha’,
which is banned in the city, was
seized from a man during an in-
spection by government officials
at shops selling kites in Central

Delhi.

On Wednesday, when a team
of officials was carrying out in-
spection at shops selling kites in
Hauz Qazi, they noticed a suspi-
cious looking man with a jute

bag, said an official.

“On seeing the officials, he ran
away from the spot and could not
be arrested. But he left the the
bag behind,” said District Magis-
trate (Central) Akriti Sagar.

“Last year, a boy’s throat got
slit in west Delhi due to Chinese
‘manjha’. We are carrying out in-
spections now as the kite flying
season is about to begin and a lot
of people fly kites on August 15
too. We will continue the inspec-
tions at least till August 15,” Ms.
Sagar said.

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

e-Procurement Notice

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
1. The Executive Engineer Electrical Division No-Il, HPPWD Shimla-2 on behalf of

Governor of H.P invites the online bids on item rate, in electronic tendering system, in 2
Cover System for the under mentioned work from the eligible and approved
contractors/firms. The bidder shall have to fulfil the criteria as specified in Technical
Qualification Criteria (TQC) contained in Form -8 page 53 available online in tender
document. Note:-The contractor may be uploaded the tender who have executed
similar nature of work, proof of which should be uploaded as PDF.

Sr. Name of Work Estimated | Earnest |Time Cost of
No Cost money form
1. [Installation of gas distribution 25,04,250 45,000/~ | 6 months| 500/-NR
system in civil hospital at Chopal
Distt.Shimla.

2. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission: The Bid document is
available online and bid should be submitted in online mode on website

https://hptenders.gov.in.

Bidder would be required to register in the web-site which is free of cost. For
submission of bids, the bidder is required to have Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)
from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities (CA). “Aspiring bidders who have not
obtained the user ID and password for participating in e-tendering in HPPWD may
obtain the same from the website: https:/hptenders.gov.in. Digital signature is
mandatory to participate in the e-tendering. Bidders already possessing the digital
signature issued from authorized CAs can use the same in this tender

1.

1. The Executive Engineer Electrical Division No-l, HPPWD
Shimla-9. on behalf of Governor of H.P invites the online bids
on item rate, in electronic tendering system, in Single /2 Cover
System for the under mentioned work from the eligible and
approved contractors/Firms. Eligible contractors registered
with HPPWD in appropriate Class. The bidder shall have to
fulfil the criteria as specified in Technical Qualification Criteria
(TQC) in Form- 8 available online in tender document.

Sr. [Name of Work Estimated|[EMD | Time: | Cost | Class of

No Cost of contractor

Tender | Eligible

1. | C/O Health Institution Level-Il | Rs. 11000/~ | One | 350/- |B&C
at Nand Tehsil Ramshehar |5,45,717/- Year
Distt. Solan H.P (SH:-

Providing E.| therein).

2.|/C/O0 Additional]|Rs. 18300/-| One | 350/- |B&C
accommodation (Chemistry |9,11,968/-, Year
Lab) at Govt. Degree College
Nalagarh Distt. Solan HP
(SH:- Prov. E.| therein).

3. | Providing 125 KVA D.G set for| Rs. 32800/- [Six 500/- | A&B
Isolation ward in the Old|16,86,767/- Months
Ayurvedic Hospital Building at
Nahan Distt. Sirmour (H.P).

4. | Providing 62.5 KVAD.G set |Rs. 24200/~ |Six 500/~ | A&B
for PSA Plant in the Old | 11,76,977/- Months
Ayurvedic Hospital Building
and Nahan Distt. Sirmour
(H.P).

5.|C/O Rajiv Gandhi [Rs. 45100/- [Six 1500/~ | Others
Multipurpose sports Stadium | 25,02,578/- Months
at Katasani District Shimla,

H.P (SH:- Providing 1 No. 13
Passenger Electric Traction
Elevator therein).

2. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission:
The Bid document is available online and bid should be
submitted in online mode on website https://hptenders.gov.in.
Bidder would be required to register in the web-site which is
free of cost. For submission of bids, the bidder is required to
have Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the
authorized Certifying Authorities (CA). “Aspiring bidders who
have not obtained the user ID and password for participating in
ze-tendering in HPPWD may obtain the same from the
website: https://hptenders.gov.in. Digital signature is
mandatory to participate in the e-tendering. Bidders already
possessing the digital signature issued from authorized CAs
can use the same in this tender.

3. Key Dates:

1.| Date of Online Publication 05/07/2021  5.00PM

2. | Document Download Start and 05/07/2021  5.30 PM
End Date 13/07/2021  5.00 PM

3. | Bid Submission Start and End Date 05/07/2021  5.30 PM

13/07/2021  5.00 PM

4. | Physical Submission of EMD and Cost | 14/07/2021  11.00 AM
of Tender Document

5.| Date of Technical Bid opening, 14/07/2021  11.30 AM
Evaluation of Technical Bid followed by
Opening of Financial Bid.

4. Tender details:

The Tender Documents shall be uploaded online in 1 Cover/2

Cover:

(i) Cover 1: Shall contain scanned copies of all “Technical
Document/Eligibility information”

ii) Cover 2: shall contain “BOQ/Financial Bid”, where
contractor will quote his offer or each item.

Submission of original documents: The bidders are
required to submit (a) original demand draft towards the cost of
bid document and (b) original bid security/Earnest Money
Deposit (EMD) and other Technical Documents in Ol/o
Executive Engineer Electrical Division No-l, HPPWD
Shimla-9 as specified in Key dates under Sr. No. 3 on Tender
Opening Date, failing which the bids will be declared non-
responsive.

Bid opening details: The bids shall be opened on 14/07/2021
at 11:30 Hrs in the office Executive_Engineer Electrical
Division No-I, HPPWD Shimla-9 by the authorised officer. In
their interest the tenderers are advised to be present along with
original documents at the time of opening of tenders.

If it happens to be holiday on the date of opening of the bids as
specified, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the
same time and venue and no separate notice will be given in
this regard.

The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a
period not less than 90 days after the deadline date for bid
submission.

. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer

inviting tender shall not be held liable for any delays due to
system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will
attempt to notify the bidders of any bid updates, the Employer
shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder.
Itis the bidder's responsibility to verify the website for the latest
information related to the tender.

10. The competent authority on behalf of Governor of H.P reserves

the right to reject any or all the tenders received without
assigning any reason.

Registration with HP Sales Tax is essential. If the bidder has not
registered and found to be the lowest bidder he is supposed to
register him on award of work. He shall submit the sales tax
paper to the employer, before any payment is made to him.

Executive Engineer,

Electrical Div No.-1,

HPPWD Shimla-9

(on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh)

HP/2007/21-22  HIMSUCHAN AVAM JANSAPARK

3. Key Dates:
1. | Date of Online Publication 05.07.2021 17:00 HRS
2. | Document Download Start and End Date 05.07.2021 17:30 HRS up to
2.07.2021  17:00 HRS
3. | Bid Submission Start and End Date 05.07.2021 17:30 HRS up to
12.07..2021  17:00 HRS
4. | Physical Submission of EMD and cost 13.07.2021  up to 11:00 HRS
of Tender Document
5. | Date of Technical Bid opening, Evaluation of 13.07.2021  1:30 HRS
Technical Bid followed by Opening of
Financial Bid.

4. Tender details:

The Tender Documents shall be uploaded online in 2 Cover:
Cover 1: shall contain scanned copies of all “Technical Documents/ Eligibility

Information”.

Cover2: shall contain “BOQ/Financial Bid”, where contractor will quote his offer for

each item.

5. Submission of original documents: The bidders are required to submit (a) original
demand draft towards the cost of bid document and (b) original bid security/Earnest
Money Deposit (EMD) and other Technical Documents in O/o Executive Engineer
Electrical Division No-Il, HPPWD Shimla-2 as specified in Key dates under Sr. No. 3

on Tender Opening Date, failing which the bids will be declared non-responsive.

6. Bid opening details: The bids shall be opened on 13/07/2021 at 11:30 Hrs in the office
Executive Engineer Electrical Division No-Il, HPPWD Shimla-2 by the authorised

officer. In their interest the tenderer are advised to be present along with original
documents at the time of opening of tenders.

7. Ifithappens to be holiday on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be
opened on the next working day at the same time and venue and no separate notice will

be giveninthisregard.

8. The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than 120
days after the deadline date for bid submission.

9. Otherdetails can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer-inviting tender shall not
be held liable for any delays due to system failure beyond its control. Even though
the system will attempt to notify the bidders of any bid updates, the Employer shall not
be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It is the bidder's responsibility to
verify the website for the latestinformation related to the tender.

10. The competent authority on behalf of Governor of H.P reserves the right to reject any or
allthe tenders received without assigning any reason.

11. Registration with HP Sales Tax is essential. If the bidder has not registered and found to
be the lowest bidder he is supposed to register him on award of work. He shall submit
the sales tax paper to the employer, before any paymentis made to him.

HP/1997/21-22

—HIM SUCNA AVAM JAN SAMPARK -

Executive Engineer,
Elect. Division No.Il
HPPWD Shimla-2.

CcM
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Stray dog found dead in Defence Colony

Preliminary probe suggests it died after falling from a height; case registered

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Delhi Police has registered a case af-
ter a stray dog was found dead un-
der suspicious circumstances in
South Delhi’s Defence Colony on
Thursday.

Preliminary investigation sug-
gested that the dog died after falling
from a height.

However, probe is under way to
ascertain the exact cause of death,
the police said.

Woman complained

The matter came to light after a
complaint was received from a resi-
dent of Lajpat Nagar IV at Defence
Colony police station against the Re-
sidents’ Welfare Association of the

Youth stabbed in front of father
over minor accident; 6 arrested -

Argument broke out after victim’s father hit a vehicle

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 20-year-old youth was
stabbed to death in front
of his father during a scuf-
fle followed by a minor
road accident in north-
west Delhi’s Azadpur, the
police said on Thursday.
The deceased has been
identified as Dev Priya, a
resident of Burari. The
police said they have ar-
rested six people in con-
nection with the incident.
A senior officer at
Adarsh Nagar police sta-
tion said they received in-
formation about the inci-
dent near Kewal Park,
Azadpur at 12.20 a.m. “It
was found that the victim

person.

was allegedly stabbed
during a quarrel with the
accused persons. He was
rushed to Babu Jagjivan
Ram Memorial Hospital
and later shifted to Fortis
Hospital where he suc-
cumbed to injuries,” DCP
(North-West) Usha Rang-
nani said. A case has been
registered, she said.
Jaipal (45), father of the
victim, was coming home
on his bike when it
brushed past another
vehicle following which
an argument ensued bet-
ween him and the other

Jaipal who was under
the influence of alcohol,
called his son to the spot

area alleging that the stray dog was
thrown from the third floor of a
building in the colony, the police
said.

According to police, the complai-
nant who runs a pet clinic in her
area, regularly visits Sadiq Nagar to
feed stray dogs and during her visit
on June 29, she spotted the dog in a
pool of blood. In her complaint, the
woman stated that she has been
feeding dogs in Sadiq Nagar since
the last one year and one of the dogs
was found dead on June 29 around 2
a.m.

“It was allegedly thrown from the
third floor by a resident living in
Block-4A. Many cases like this have
been observed. Earlier, a puppy was
also thrown, which was rescued by

fle was pacified.
Drunk men

people

said.
Dev’s

my brother.”

following which the scuf-

There were a few other
sitting nearby
who were drunk too.
They came to the spot
and an argument broke
out between them and
Jaipal. The accused per-
sons stabbed his son and
fled the spot, the police

brother said,
“My father’s bike hit a mi-
ni tempo and an argu-
ment broke out. He called
us and we reached the
spot. The accused started
beating us and stabbed

me and treated at my hospital,” she
alleged in her complaint.

Following the incident, there was
ruckus in the area at night as the
complainant and others raised ob-
jections and demanded strict action
against the culprits.

DCP (South) Atul Kumar Thakur
said, “We have registered a case un-
der Section 429 (mischief by killing
or maiming cattle, etc. of any value
or any animal of the value of ¥50) of
the India Penal Code. The matter is
being investigated and all aspects
are being looked into.”

The CCTV cameras installed in
and around the vicinity is been
scanned to ascertain the sequence
of events that unfolded resulting in
the death of the dog, the police said.

Doctors hurt
in scuffle with
eatery owner

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Four people, including
two doctors working at All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences, were injured
during a scuffle with an ea-
tery owner in South Delhi’s
Gautam Nagar, the police
said on Thursday.

The police said that on
Wednesday, a few doctors
from AIIMS went to the ea-
tery in Gautam Nagar and
allegedly consumed alco-
hol there.

“A  heated argument
broke out between the
doctors and the shopkeep-
er following which both
sides allegedly assaulted
each other,” Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (South)
Atul Kumar Thakur said.

Dhansa metro station to get first-ever
underground integrated parking facility

Najafgarh-Dhansa Bus Stand section on Grey Line to open by July-end

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) on Thursday said that the
Dhansa Bus Stand metro station on
the Dwarka-Najafgarh-Dhansa Bus
Stand corridor will be the first ever
underground metro station of the
Delhi Metro network to have an en-
tire underground floor dedicated for
parking vehicles.

In a statement, it said that the
work on the 1.8 km-long Najafgarh-
Dhansa Bus Stand section on the
Grey Line is now almost complete,
and with the completion of this sec-
tion, this corridor will become 6.1-
km-long with four stations. “This ex-
tension will immensely benefit the
residents of the interior areas
around Najafgarh. All efforts are be-
ing made to open the Najafgarh-
Dhansa Bus Stand section sometime
later this month after complying
with all statutory requirements,” the
DMRC said.

The station, designed as a four-le-
vel underground structure will have
a platform at the bottom (at an ap-

Commuters waiting outside a Delhi
metro station. =susHIL KUMAR VERMA

proximate depth of 18 metres) fol-
lowed by the concourse and then an
entire floor for parking above it with
the roof level at the top (ground le-
vel). The DMRC said that the parking
facility will be integrated with the
main station area where vehicle us-
ers will be able to park their cars and
two-wheelers and then proceed to
the concourse of the station directly
using lifts and escalators.

“The facility will have a parking

»

space for about 110 cars and 185 two
wheelers. There would be provision
for property development activities
at the ground level in the future. The
parking facility can be considered a
major design-based improvement
since no other underground metro
station in Delhi Metro’s network has
any such facility,” the DMRC said.

Long queues
The DMRC also said that metro
trains are running almost empty due
to COVID-19 restrictions, trains are
only 10%-15% of passenger capacity.
It said that lockdown guidelines
have been further eased by the auth-
orities, enabling most of the eco-
nomic activities to take place due to
which, there has been continuous
build up of the passenger crowd out-
side stations due to regulated entry
resulting in inconvenience to them.
“The DMRC regrets the inconve-
nience caused to its passengers due
to these restrictions. It hopes that
the situation shall improve once the
restrictions are relaxed by the auth-
orities,” a spokesperson said.
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Timings
DELHI
FRIDAY, JUL. 02
RISE  05:28 SET 19:24
RISE 00:24 SET 12:46
SATURDAY, JUL. 03
RISE  05:28
RISE 00:53
SUNDAY, JUL. 04
RISE  05:29
RISE 01:23

SET 19:24
SET 13:40

SET 19:24
SET 14:32

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 43 32
Safdarjang 43 32
Palam 43 31

Delhi Palam Today

40°C A hot day with partly

cloudy sky. Duststorm and
thunderstorm with light rain
may occur at some places.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
40°C Day remain hot with
cloudy sky and light winds.
Chances of thunderclouds
development at some places.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.
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Lakha Sidhana
joins R-Day
violence probe

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Gangster-turned-activist
Lakha Sidhana, who was
wanted in Republic Day vio-
lence at Red Fort, has joined
investigation on Thursday.

On Tuesday, a Delhi
court granted interim pro-
tection from arrest till July
19 to Sidhana. A senior offic-
er said Sidhana reached the
office of Crime Branch at
Prashant Vihar on Thursday
afternoon. “He reached Del-
hi on Tuesday morning and
was interrogated for more
than four hours,” said the
officer.

The police had declared
areward of 1 lakh for infor-
mation about Sidhana’s
whereabouts.

Capital to soon get colour-coded
response system to fight COVID

Govt. to take action based on TPR; yellow signifies lowest alert level while red highest

NIKHIL M BABU
NEW DELHI

Delhi will soon get a colour-
coded response system to
control and fight COVID-19
with each colour represent-
ing a pre-defined degree of
action that needs to be taken,
including lockdowns, a Delhi
government source said.

The response system has
been divided into four types
of alerts — yellow, amber,
orange, and red — each of
which is based on test positiv-
ity rate, new cases, and bed
occupancy. The government
will take actions, including
lockdowns of different inten-
sity and ramping up of medi-
cal infrastructure, based on
the alert level.

“Yellow is the lowest level
of alert and red is the highest.
So, if the alert is yellow, the
measures are taken by the go-
vernment, including restric-
tions or lockdowns, will be
less severe compared to red,
which will see more stringent

\

A girl getting inoculated at a government school in Vinod
Nagar on Thursday. =r.v. MOORTHY

measures,” the source said.

Plan awaits L-G nod

The plan is yet to be ap-
proved by the Lieutenant Go-
vernor (L-G) but it is expect-
ed to get his nod in a week’s
time, said officials. “As per
the current plan, the yellow
alert will kick in if the TPR
[test positivity rate] is over
0.5% for two days in a row or
average oxygen beds occu-
pied is over 500 in a week or
the cumulative new cases are

1,500 or more in a week,” the
source said.

Similarly, the red category
will kick in if the TPR is more
than 5% for two days in a row
or if there are over 16,000
new cases in a week or if the
oxygen beds occupied are ov-
er a particular level.

The plan was prepared by
an expert committee formed
by the Delhi government on
May 27 to prepare for a possi-
ble third wave.

During the second wave,

City reports 93 fresh COVID cases

Spot registration for Sputnik V restricted at Indraprastha Apollo

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The city reported 93 new
COVID-19 cases in 24 hours,
taking the total cases to
14,34,281, according to a
health bulletin released by
the Delhi government on
Thursday.

Also, four deaths were
reported in 24 hours and
the total number of deaths
stood at 24,981. A total of
76,468 tests were done in a
day and the test positivity
rate (TPR) was 0.12%. Of the
total cases, 14,07,943 peo-
ple have recovered and
there are 1,357 active cases.

Vaccination update

A total of 1,46,225 doses of
vaccines were administered
in the city on Wednesday

IGIA sees over 3 times
jump in domestic fliers

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

With fewer COVID cases and
relaxation in lockdown res-
trictions in several States,
the Delhi Airport saw a
growth in domestic passen-
gers from around 18,000/day
in mid of May to over
62,000/day at the end of
June in 2021.

A Delhi International Air-
port Limited (DIAL) spokes-
person said according to a
survey conducted by the Del-
hi Airport, 48% of those who
flew in June were doing so to
visit family and friends while
the second most popular ca-
tegory was those going on a
vacation, which was 25%.
Those traveling on business
accounted for 19%. This
trend was different in June
2020 when the number of
travellers going on vacation
was only 2%. The spokesper-
son added that in June 2019,
before the pandemic,
around 44% of flyers were
vacationers, while 41% were
visiting family and friends.

Air travellers registering for
COVID-19 tests at Terminal 3

of IGIA.

=PTI

Mumbai, Patna, Bangalore,
Pune, Hyderabad, Leh,
Chennai, Ahmedabad, Kol-
kata and Jammu and Kash-
mir have emerged as the top
10 destinations from Delhi in
the May and June, 2021, said
DIAL.

It added that to ensure the
safety of passengers, several
measures have been intro-
duced in the terminals since
the outbreak of the pandem-
ic, including frequent clean-
ing of high-touch areas, us-
ing disinfectants and UV
light towers among others.

People wait in queue to get vaccinated in Vinod Nagar on
Thursday. =Rr.v. MOORTHY

and the city’s vaccine stock

will last for four days, as per

a vaccination bulletin by
the Delhi government.
Also, Indraprastha Apol-
lo Hospital has started ad-
ministering Sputnik V vac-
cine from Wednesday and
about 1,000 people were
administered with the vac-

cine on the first day, the
hospital said. “Spot regis-
tration and walk-in facility
for Sputnik V is currently
restricted and we are en-
couraging beneficiaries to
register and take appoint-
ments through the COWIN
app,” the hospital said in a
statement.

there was a shortage of beds
and medical oxygen in the ci-
ty. On many days, less than
20 ICU beds were available in
the whole city and many peo-
ple admitted to hospitals died
as the hospitals ran out of
medical oxygen.

Even as the second wave
hit the city, Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal and Health Mi-
nister Satyendar Jain were
not in favour of imposing
lockdowns.

On March 27, even as cases
were rising, Mr. Jain said
there is “no possibility of
another lockdown”. “For me,
lockdown is no solution to
COVID-19,” Mr. Jain had said.

But the government had to
impose a lockdown from the
end of April to control the sit-
uation. The order issued on
May 27 on the formation of
the expert committee, specif-
ically asked it to prepare
“clear guidelines on when to
announce lockdown and to
what degree”.

Any private person can arrest
proclaimed offender, says HC

‘Names and pictures of offenders should be made public’

SOIBAM ROCKY SINGH
NEW DELHI

Any private person can arrest
a “proclaimed offender” and
hand him over without unne-
cessary delay to a police offic-
er or nearest police station,
the Delhi High Court has
ruled.

Justice J.R. Midha laid
down the guidelines to be fol-
lowed by the courts before
declaring a person as a “pro-
claimed offender” and the
follow-up action needed to be
taken by the law enforcement
agencies.

The High Court also direct-
ed the Delhi Police and Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) to create a Special Cell
for tracing out the “pro-
claimed offenders” for at-
taching their movable or im-
movable properties and for
their prosecution. This Spe-
cial Cell be created within a
period of four weeks, the
court ordered.

While the law with respect
to the declaration of a person

as a “proclaimed offender” is
well settled, the court noted:
“There appears to be the ten-
dency of the Court as well as
the Police to close the matter
after the person is declared as
a Proclaimed Person/Offen-
der and the file is consigned
to Record Room”.

“This is a serious lapse
considering that the criminal
law, which sets into motion
with the filing of an FIR,
comes to an abrupt end
which is against the most bas-
ic tenets of justice and causes
an irreparable injury to the
entire society including vic-
tims,” it said.

As per latest status report
submitted by the Delhi Pol-
ice, there are 26,532 ‘pro-
claimed offenders’ as on Sep-
tember 31, 2019, of which
3,826 have been arrested, the
prosecution  has  been
launched against 1,601 and
properties of 28 have been
attached.

The High Court said all the
courts are directed not to

close the matter after declar-
ing a person as a “proclaimed
offender”.  “Rather, the
courts shall direct the police
to file the status report with
respect to the efforts made to
trace the Proclaimed Per-
sons/Offenders; efforts made
to trace or attach their mova-
ble/ immovable assets/pro-
perties and their prosecution
in accordance with law,” it
said. The High Court added
that the courts concerned
have to monitor the action ta-
ken by the police. “Whoever
knowingly harbours a Pro-
claimed Offender to prevent
his apprehension is liable to
be punished under Section
216 IPC with imprisonment
up to 7 years in certain cas-
es,” the HC cautioned.

Justice Midha said the
names, addresses and pic-
tures of the “proclaimed of-
fenders” be made public on
different government web-
sites such as Delhi Police,
NCRB, CBI and other States
Police.

‘Need to adopt novel approaches in teaching’

Sisodia lays foundation stone for construction of new school in Nasirpur Village

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Deputy Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia on Thursday said
there was a need to urgently
adopt novel approaches in
teaching and learning to re-
duce the gap created by
COVID.

Mr. Sisodia, also the Edu-
cation Minister, was speak-
ing at an event to inaugurate
the construction of a new
placement centre, open
theater and auditorium at
Guru Gobind Singh Indra-
prastha University.

“The education sector
has incurred maximum loss
due to the pandemic. Re-
ducing the learning gap is a
very difficult mission to un-
dertake, but an important
one. We have to come to-

Govt. enforces HC order on 15% fee
deduction in city private schools

‘School cannot strike off child’s name if parents cannot pay fee’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government on
Thursday enforced a High
Court order that would lead
to a 15% deduction in overall
fees charged by private
schools in the city for the aca-
demic year 2021-22. The de-
duction is in lieu of unutilised
facilities.

“In order to clear the con-
fusion and give much-needed
relief to parents, Delhi go-
vernment has issued an or-
der to private schools to
charge fees on monthly basis,
under approved heads only
but with a 15% deduction in
the fees for the academic
year 2020-21,” the Delhi go-
vernment said. It added that
the school management shall
not prevent the child from
any ongoing activities or
strike off the name of the stu-
dent if the parents are unable
to pay the fee due to the cur-
rent hardship arising due to
COVID-19.

DoE order says that no
earmarked levies such as
transportation costs will be

charged. =riLePHOTO

“The order to deduct the
fees by 15% as directed by the
Delhi High Court has been
carried out to prevent profi-
teering and commercialisa-
tion in times of COVID. This
order directed by the Delhi
government is applicable to
all the 460 schools that peti-
tioned the HC. The reduction
of fees will be a respite for all
the students and parents dur-
ing the time of COVID,” the
government said.

The government said if the
monthly fee of the school in

FY 2020-21 is 3,000, the
schools are entitled to collect
the fee at ¥2,550/month after
a deduction of 15%.

If the school has collected
the fee in excess of the direc-
tion referred above, the same
shall be refunded to the pa-
rents or adjusted in the sub-
sequent month of a fee to the
parents, the govt. said.

An order by the Directo-
rate of Education reiterated
that no earmarked levies
such as transportation charg-
es will be charged during the
period when the school re-
mains closes. It added that in
no case shall the school de-
mand and collect fees from
the parent/students on a
quarterly basis.

Schools have also been di-
rected to not stop the pay-
ment of monthly salary nor
reduce the existing total
emolument to the teaching
and non-teaching staff in the
name of non-availability of
funds.

Industry body writes to PM, seeks de-sealing of Tikri border

Bahadurgarh Chamber of Commerce and Industry cites losses due to lockdown, farmers’ agitation

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM
In Bahadurgarh, an industry
body representing around
9,000 industrial units has
sought the intervention of
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di to de-seal the Delhi-Harya-
na border at Tikri — the prot-
est site of the ongoing
farmers’ agitation. It cited
huge financial losses to busi-
nesses and inconvenience to
employees.

In a two-page letter, Narin-
der Chhikara, vice-president
of Bahadurgarh Chamber of

Farmers maklng langar at the
Ghazipur protest site on
Thursday. =SusHIL KUMAR VERMA

Commerce and Industry, has
urged the Prime Minister to
direct the Delhi Police to open

at least one carriage of the
road connecting Delhi and
Bahadurgarh for traffic to pro-
vide respite to the industry.

“This border sealing is

done by Delhi Police and they
have not opened the Tikri
border yet. For the benefit of
the
stressed and adversely affect-
ed first by Covid-19 and then
by the protest, we humbly re-
quest you to kindly intervene
in this matter,”
letter.

industry, which is

reads the

Bahadurgarh, a major in-

dustrial town of Haryana, has

around 9,000 MSMEs, includ-
ing footwear, automobile,
spare parts, and industrial
manufacturing units employ-
ing around 7.5 lakh people di-
rectly and indirectly. Mr.
Chhikara, in the letter, said
around 2,000 units falling in
Part-B of Modern Industrial
Estate in Bahadurgarh was
either closed or on the verge
of closure with the transpor-
tation of the raw material and
finished products to and from
Delhi hit due to farmers’ agi-
tation for the past 7 months.
He claimed that the sealing

of the border due to the agita-
tion had caused a turnover
loss of around 320,000 crores
to the industry, besides caus-
ing difficulty to the factory
owners and their employees
in commuting between their
homes and workplace. He
said that most of the em-
ployees and factory owners
stayed in Delhi and had to
take roads through nearby vil-
lages to reach Bahadurgarh.
He said de-sealing would also
bring cheers to lakhs of peo-
ple of the town and make
their life convenient.

Manish Sisodia

gether and take the respon-
sibility of adopting newer
and better approaches to
teaching and learning in or-
der to reduce this learning
gap,” Mr. Sisodia said.
Speaking on approaches
to use in our online or semi-
online modules, he said it
would be incredibly unfair

to students if we insist on
teaching in traditional ways.

“We need to adopt a mas-
sive change in our teaching
methods so that we can do
justice to our present and
future generation of chil-
dren. I appeal to the teach-
ers to adopt new and inno-
vative methods of teaching
and share them with other
colleagues so that we can
collectively reduce the
learning gap of the students
caused due to COVID19,” the
Minister said.

Mr. Sisodia also laid the
foundation stone for the
construction of a new
school in Nasirpur Village in
south-west Delhi. The Minis-
ter said the land was given
to DDA by Gram Sabha and
then DDA handed over the

Implement health project by
March 2022, CM tells officials

All Delhi residents to get health cards’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Thursday reviewed
the progress of the Health
Information Management
System (HIMS) and directed
officials to ensure the imple-
mentation of the project by
March 2022.

The Delhi government
said health cards will be is-
sued in the names of all Del-
hi residents for which spe-

cial surveys will be
conducted by the
government.

“This will ensure the
availability of the benefits of
the government healthcare
services to every resident of
Delhi. Post the issuing, the e-
health card will be integrat-
ed with the Health Informa-
tion Management System.
The project will also see the
initiation of the Health Hel-
pline system in Delhi,” the
government said.

All the patient care servic-

es, hospital administration,
budgeting and planning,
supply chain management,
and backend services and
processes will be brought
under the system and citi-
zens will be able to avail
themselves of information
on a single platform, which
will help them in emergency
cases.

With the help of regis-
tered card numbers, the
hospitals will be able to ac-
cess the patients’ health-re-
lated information. and past
registry, the government
said.

It added that a centralized
call centre will provide two
levels of help — first where
an operator will receive peo-
ple’s calls and messages and
provide them with requisite
information and second
where doctors and experts
will provide appointments
based on the issue or imme-
diately provide solutions for
emergency cases.

land to Education Depart-
ment to construct a school,
but it was unlawfully cap-
tured by the land mafia. But,
the Delhi government had
recently reclaimed the land.

“The Delhi government
will complete the construc-
tion of this school within
nine months and establish a
state-of-the-art schooling fa-
cility. Along with providing
excellent education, the
school will also set up out-
standing sports-related facil-
ities including a swimming
pool,” Mr. Sisodia said.

He added that at present,
the nearest school in the
area hosts 6,000 students
and with the construction of
this school, the pressure on
the other school will also de-
crease.

IN BRIEF

Teenager stabbed to
death in Mangolpuri

NEW DELHI

A 17-year-old boy was
stabbed to death in
Mangolpuri, the police said
on Thursday. The deceased
has been identified as Sujal
from Mangolpuri.
“"Information was received
from Sanjay Gandhi Hospital
on Wednesday at 9.29 p.m.,"
said DCP (Outer) Parvinder
Singh said, adding that a
murder case has been
registered and probe is on.
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I, Ramesh Chandra Gaur S/o Late
Shivcharan Lal Sharma, MB1A
Shakarpur Delhi-92 inform that | evict
my Daughter-in-Law Deepa Gaur,
Grand Daughter Anmol Gaur from all
my movable & immovable properties
due to her leaving home, misbehave
and misconduct. | and my family shall

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the public at large,
on behalf of m% client, ICICI Bank Ltd.,
(“Bank”), that the original title deed i.e.
Original Conveyance Deed duly regd as
document NO.1777 in Book No.l, Vol.
No.4445 on pages 38 to 41 dated
14.09.2012 with the S.R.-IV, Delhi
(hereinafter collectively referred as

“Document” ) listed herein below
pertaining to the immovable property (
More particularly described in “Schedule* )
in favour of Mr. Thakar Dass Bhatia and
Shri. Suresh Kumar Bhatia both sons of
Shri. Jai Ram Dass Bhatia deposited with
my client by way of security, have been
misplaced from the custody of my client.
Any person(s) coming into possession of
the aforesaid Documents and / or any
person(s) who is/are having knowledge of
the whereabouts of the Documents, are
hereby requested to intimate the
undersigned forthwith, about the same at
the below address. Public are warned not to
deal with the Documents and any person
receiving or dealing with the said
Documents would do so at their own risk
and responsibility (including criminal
liability) and my client shall not be liable in
any manner whatsoever for any loss
incurred by such person(s) on account of
any such unauthorised dealing. In the event
no information is received within 15 days
from date hereof, my client will proceed to
take such action including applying to
concerned authorities for issue of duly
Certified Copies of the Documents.

SCHEDULE
Property bearing no.H-1231 built on land
measuring 350 sq. tmrs. Situated at
DSIIDC Narela Industrial Park,
Delhi-110040 which is Bounded as under :

East : Plot No.1244
West : Road

North : Plot NO.1232
South : Plotno.1230

Mittal & Mittal Co. Advocates
614, 6th Floor, R.G. Trade Tower,
Netaji Subhash Place, Pitampura,

Delhi - 110 034.
Ph.9811191761, 9891188839
E-mail: mittal782004@yahoo.co.in

not be responsible for any act of my
above-named Daughter-in-Law and
Grand Daughter.

INTHE MOTOR ACCIDENT CLAIMS
TRIBUNAL MUVATTUPUZHA
0.P (M.V) No. 192/2019

Petitioners : 1. Baby. K.V, and 2 others
1st Respondent : Abdul Saleem S/o0
Shadul Khan, Maruthi
Nagar, Ramganjmandi,
Kota, Rajasthan State
8107692576
COURT NOTICE
The lorry bearing Reg No. RJ-33GA-1355,
driven by you involved in an accident at
Ramalloor on 13-01-2019 in which the
son of the petitioner sustained very serious
injuries and  succumbed to injuries. Take
notice that the above 0. is posted for your
appearence on 6/8/2021 at 11 A.M. If you
fail to appear before the court on that day,
the case will be decided in your absence.
Dated this the 22" day of June 2021
Sd/- Adv Sabu Joseph
Advocate & Notary, Kothamangalam

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Institute of Chartered Accountants
of India is proposing to purchase
17.54 Ares of land belonging to
Shri N.P - Shamsudhin, Smt. KP
Naseema,  Anadiyan  Marakar,
Pichem Muttanangathody Aiysha,
Anandian Abdul Gafoor, Rahmath
Sharafudheen, Rasiya Marakkar
Anadian and  Faisal Anadian,
bearing SyNo 685/9-3, 685/4,
685/9-4 and 685/4-2 at Ernakulam
Village, Kannayanur Taluk. The
original of sale deed No. 3098/1999
of SRO Ernakulam relating to an
extent of 152 Ares of land in
SY.No0.685/9 of Ernakulam Village
owned by Shri N.P Shamsudhin and
Smt. K.P Naseema which forms part
of the said 17.54 Ares of land is
stated to be lost irrecoverably. Any
person in custody or possession of
the same and all persons claiming
any right, title or interest to the lost
deed or any persons claiming any
right, title or interest in the total land
of 17.54 Ares as per the aforesaid
survey numbers are hereby required
to make the same known to The
Acting Secretary, The INSTITUTE OF
CHARTERED  ACCOUNTANTS  OF
INDIA, ICAI Bhawan, IP. Marg, New
Delhi-110 002 within 15 days from
the date of the publication of this
Notice failing which the claim or
claims,if any, of such person or
persons shall be considered to have
been waived and/or abandoned.

PUBLIC NOTICE

TENDERS
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

I, Manpreet Kaur W/o Amandeep Singh
R/lo H.no. 361 Ground Floor, Shakti
Khand-4, Indirapuram, Ghaziabad, U.P.
201014, hereby inform to one and all, In
general public that a residential property
located at ATS advantage-11181 Phase-
1 Ahinsa Khand, Indirapuram Ghaziabad,
U.P-201014 is jointly owned by my
parents Daljit Singh and Kuldeep Kaur
(in the name of both). Both died due to
covid-19 in April-21.

| Manpreet Kaur and My brother
Gaganpreet Singh (Daughter and Son of
Late Daljit Singh and Late Kuldeep Kaur)
are actual legal heirs and equal owners
in our parents said property, Mr.
Gaganpreet Singh is still residing in said
property. If Any attempt to sell, mortgage
and rent that property by anyone, without
my Permission, assent, knowledge and
without contacting me personally will be
illegal and unlawful. Any person who
deals in this property despite all this
reason, will do so at his own risk, cost
and responsibility, and will be liable for
all legal actions.

Online tenders are invited for
supply of Portable
Cryocans & Bovine Frozen
Semen Doses. Log on to
https://assam
tenders.gov.in for
participation. Last date of
submission is 26/7/2021
(Portable Cryocans) &
29/7/2021 (Frozen Semen
doses). Sd/-

Chief Executive Officer,
Assam Livestock
Development Agency,
GS Road, Khanapara,

Guwahati-781022

KARNATAKA POWER

OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE

DEATH

OBITUARY

Smt. Akila Sivaraman

| 85 years

| Retd. Deputy Director General,
AIR & Doordarshan

! passed away peacefully surrounded
I | by her family on the 29th June 2021.

Be: 30t Wiatua SRy OOM Mourned by: Prabha (daughter),
PADMASHREE AWARDEE Padma (daughter),
(16 April 1928 - Narayanan (son-in-law)

Vishal, Vidyuth, Manavi,
Smriti (grandchildren),
Relatives & Friends

WhatsApp: +44 7813 958868

30™ June 2021 )

daugl

For enquiries on

a0, the

ent and staff of

@

DR. JRK's RESEARCH AND
PHARMACEUTICALS PVT LTD

Perumad Kol Sireet, Murrathu,
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BRIEF TENDER NOTICE

Providing Water Supply Connection
from Delhi Jal Board and Revamping
of Antariksh Bhawan Entrance at
Sadiq Nagar, New Delhi.
CMG/ISRO-HQ/C/M/08/2021-22

Date: 01.07.2021

Rs. 6.25 lakhs

01 (One) Month

Name of work

NIT No.

Estimated Cost
Period of Completion
in months

Period during which
the tender document
can be downloaded
Last date and time
for receipt of tenders
Due date and time
for opening of tenders
Interested tenderers may please refer www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO
Also detailed notice inviting tender (NIT) for eligibility criteria
and other details, can be downloaded from website www.isro.gov.in
Sd/- Group Head CMG, ISRO HQ

From 18:10 Hrs on 01.07.2021
To 23:59 Hrs on 07.07.2021

Up to 10:30 Hrs on 09.07.2021

11:00 Hrs on 09.07.2021

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

naida

Administrative Building, Sector - 6, Noida - 201301 (U.P.)
Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tenders are invited from eligible contractors/firms for the following jobs against
which bids can be uploaded and same shall be opened/downloaded as per schedule
mentioned. The details and conditions of all tenders are available on Noida Authority's
official website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com & https://etender.up.nic.in. Please
ensure to see these website for any changes/ amendments & corrigendum etc.

S.No| Job no. Name of Work
1 10/SPE/PE(PH-01)/2021-22 | Supply of Labour for Fogging &
Antilarva Work, Noida.

The above tenders can be uploaded by date 16.07.2021 upto 5.00 PM.
Pre-qualification shall be opened/downloaded on date 19.07.2021

Amount
5716473.12

at11.00AM. (S.C. Mishra)

Sr. Project Engineer
Office:- (Public Health)
Sector-39 Noida.

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

SEARCH FOR KIDNAPPED BOY

General public is hereby
informed that this boy namely
Krishana S/o Laturi Shukla R/o
Village Bamroli, P.S. Harpalpur,

Move being seen
as a show of
strength by CM

VIKAS VASUDEVA
CHANDIGARH

Amid the ongoing infighting
within the Punjab Congress,
Chief Minister Amarinder
Singh on Thursday hosted a
meeting over lunch with
close to two dozen Congress
leaders, including Ministers
and MLAs - a move which is
being seen as a show of
strength.

Party sources said the
meeting was primarily held
with Hindu leaders, amid re-
ports that many among

Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh during a discussion
with senior Congress leaders on Thursday. =p1i

er as the power tussle bet-
ween former Cabinet Minis-
ter Navjot Sidhu and Capt.
Amarinder is far from over.
The luncheon meeting came
a day after former party pre-
sident Rahul Gandhi and

them have been feeling mar-
ginalised in the party since it
came to power in 2017
MLAs from urban consti-
tuencies were also present
in the meeting. The attempt

party general secretary Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra met
Navjot Singh Sidhu in New
Delhi.

Ahead of the Assembly

was to keep the flock togeth-

HC stays
trial against
Hooda, AJL

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

The Punjab and Haryana
High Court on Thursday
stayed the trial till next
date, against former Chief
Minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda and Associated
Journal Limited (AJL) in
connection with alleged ir-
regularities in reallotment
of industrial plot to AJL in
Haryana’s Panchkula.

“The court has stayed
the trial till the next date.
The proceeding of trial
court shall remain stayed
till August 11,” said Arsh-
deep Singh Cheema, the
counsel for Mr. Hooda,
who had approached the
High Court, challenging
the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation Panchkula Spe-
cial Judge’s order, follow-
ing which charges were
framed against him and
other accused in the case.

election in Punjab, which

Govt. doctors in Punjab
observe a day’s strike

Amarinder holds lunch meeting
with senior Congress leaders

report to Congress president
Sonia Gandhi with sugges-
tions to resolve infighting in
the party’s State unit. The
panel is learnt to have sug-
gested that Mr. Sidhu needs
to be suitably accommodat-
ed. The Chief Minister, ho-
wever, it was learnt to have
made it clear to the panel
that PCC should not be
headed by another Jat Sikh
as the State government is
already being headed by
one.

are due early next year, in-
siders maintain that there
could be significant changes
in the Pradesh Congress
Committee (PCC) as well as
the Punjab Cabinet.

The AICC panel, includ-
ing Leader of the Opposition
in the Rajya Sabha Mallikar-
jun Kharge, AICC general se-
cretary (Punjab) Harish Ra-
wat and J.P. Aggarwal, had a
few days ago submitted its

PCC chief post

Member of Parliament Man-
ish Tewari and State Educa-
tion Minister Vijay Inder Sin-
gla were among those
present in the luncheon
meeting, the names of both
these leaders have been do-
ing rounds for the post of
PCC president as both are
seen as confidants of the
Capt. Amarinder.

Decision soon
on Rajasthan
varsity exams

They were protesting cut in allowance

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

Doctors in Punjab govern-
ment hospitals observed a
day-long strike on Thursday
against the delinking of
Non-Practising Allowance
(NPA) from the basic pay
and reduction in the NPA
among other demands.

The call for the strike was
given by the Joint Govern-
ment Doctors Coordination
Committee comprising dif-
ferent associations.

“Across all the hospitals
in the State, the PCMS doc-
tors suspended all services
on the occasion of Doctor’s
Day, except emergency, CO-
VID-19, cases related to rape
victims and postmortems.
Similarly, the veterinarians
of the State also boycotted
the outpatient department
in hospitals for one day ex-
cept for emergency cases.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR

Gate rallies were also held
by the doctors at district
and tehsil level to register
their protest,” said Punjab
Civil Medical Services Asso-
ciation senior vice-presi-
dent Dr. Gagandeep Shergil.

The doctors have been
protesting against State’s
Sixth Pay Commission re-
commendations surround-
ing delinking of NPA from
the basic pay and reduction
in the NPA from 25% to
20%.

The final decision on hold-
ing the university and col-
lege-level examinations will
be taken soon in Rajasthan
with the emphasis on safety
of students during the pan-
demic.

The Higher Education
Department is also formu-
lating a strategy to support
the students who were de-
prived of getting online edu-
cation in this year’s aca-
demic session.

Higher Education Minis-
ter Bhanwar Singh Bhati
said at a ‘Digital Baal Mela’
here that a committee ap-
pointed on the issue of ex-
aminations had submitted
its report to the State go-
vernment, which was being
studied. The department
had also paid attention to
the changing nature of edu-
cation, he said.

Threat to intensify stir
Over the past one week,
doctors in Punjab’s govern-
ment hospitals have thrice
observed day-long strike,
including one on Thursday,
in support of their demands
and have threatened to in-
tensify their agitation if
their demands are not ful-
filled.

Old Secretariat

FOOD AND CONSUMER PROTECTION DEPARTMENT

Building Patna - 800015

EOI cum RFP No. - F&CP (HQ) DATED - 02.07.2021

NOTICE INVITING EOI cum RFP (Single-Stage) FOR PROJECT MANAGEMENT UNIT

Three Assam officials
arrested by police over
killing of egret chicks

FOR MONITORING AND STRENGTHENING THE FUNCTIONS OF AUTOMATED

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

TARGETED PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM

04.08.2021 by 11.00 Hrs.

The EOI cum RFP document providing the Scope of Services,
Deliverables & Timelines can be downloaded from the website
(https://state.bihar.gov.in/fcp/CitizenHome.html) from 02/07/2021 (17.00
Hrs onwards). The last date for submission of RFP proposals is on or before

For further details and queries please contact by E-mail:
foodbihar@gmail.comatphoneno: 0612-2215327.

The details scheduleis given below

GUWAHATI

The police in Udalguri district of northern As-
sam arrested three officials of a municipal
board in connection with the killing of more
than 250 hatchlings and fledglings of egrets
and cormorants on June 24.

The trio was sent to 14-day judicial custody
on Thursday on the basis of a case filed by the
Forest Department under relevant sections of
the Wildlife (Protection) Act of 1972.

“The three arrested includes Santanu Das,

; . Sl. No. Activity executive officer of Tangla Municipal Board
sy CORPORATION LIMITED D(;t:s. H: ;iorl‘tU; é%;' A;Z::Jotr:o 1 Name of the Bidding Authority Food & Consumer Protection who issued the order to cut the bamboo
CIN: U5110KA19708GC001919 thee;tish gFac;e , Roundp B Department Government of Bihar groves where the birds were nesting;” Fores-

No. KPCLI2021-22/PSIWORK_INDENT 11313 Dated: 30.06.2021 Medium. has been kid,nappeé 2. Date of '5;“9 of Eot' cum RFP 02-07-2021 ter Mrinmoy Hazarika told The Hindu.
_ ’ ocumen The other two are junior engineer Sada-
NOTICE INVITING TENDER . since 03.11.2016 from the 3. Last date and time for bid 04-08-2021 (11:00 Hrs) nanda Saharia. who carried out the order
(Two Cover System) (Through e-Procurement Portal only) Krlshana iurisdicti fP.S. Gandhi N Submissi 8 4 ’
Bids are invited in English from the qualified bidders for the Design, Engineering, jurisdiction of P.S. Gandhi Nagar, ubmission and Milan Sangma, a fourth-grade employee.

manufacture, quality surveillance, testing at supplier’s works, Supply, Delhi. In this regard FIR No. 499/16 Dated 04.11.2016 4. Date and time for opening of Bid 04-08-2021 (12:00 Hrs) On June 8, Mr. Das had issued a notice to

tc’g;fnpi‘s’gz:]ii‘;gl0;’;:;‘;glyeg\:‘er:?r’zu‘r’:zﬂt"oa;ie‘;’:jezi::ss'ys'i;m::’c'l‘d diT:;f:,?puf u/s 363 IPC P.S. Gandhi Nagar, Delhi has been 5. Place of bid opening Director, Food & Consumer five residents of Tangla’s Ward Number 1 say-
laying, testing, termination of cables, networking, communication, dismantling of registered Protection Dep:)afrtBri\:::r:t Government mng t}:)elr nelgfflbour; Wsre W.Orrlec} tl?a;)'cg_
existing panels & cables, etc. for 2 MW Bhadra Left Bank Generating Unit. The - : B . VID-19 spread from the droppings of the birds
details of NIT & brief bid nofification can also be seen on KPCL Website: ﬁ‘gy perscojrt]) havmgk.lnc;?rrn?tlont otL C][Uﬁ at.)OUt this 6. EMD (Earnest Money Deposit) Rs. 5 Lakh nesting on the bamboo groves on their plots.
www.karnatakapowerjcom & Tender documents may be downloaded from (_30K Idnapped boy may Kinaly informto the rollowing:- s 7. Cost of REP Rs. 2500/- (in form of DD) “You are thereby asked to cut down the bam-
e-procurement website: https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in Further details can be obtained ] i i i a ber f " ]
from the Chief Engineer (Electrical Designs), KPCL, 3rd Floor, (Drugs Control Dept. E-mail: cic@cbi.govin gy pg. Gandhi Nagar, Delhi, % 8. Contact Number for Queries 0612-2215327 boo groves for a cleaner, healthier surround-
Premises), Site No. 3, Survey No. 13/3, Palace Road, Bengaluru-560 001. Mob: Website: http://cbi.nic.in Tel. No. 011-22072761. & 9. Addressee and Address at which Director ing,” the notice read.
91416 18180/ 91416 07470. E-mail: ceedkpcl@gmail.com ; eeedceedkpcl@gmail.com Fax: 24368639, A ) 3 bids in response to RFP invitation Food & Consumer Protection

Tel.: 24368638/24368641 7065036024 P The Board sent some workers to chop a

are to be submitted

Department Government of Bihar few groves, killing more than 250 chicks of

cattle egrets, little egrets and cormorants, be-
fore wildlife activists could intervene.

Director
Food & Consumer Protection Department
Government of Bihar

FRGUS DR
T S faMET qE ST &1 St

PR. 003100 (FOOD) 2021-22

102, fgd deen, AT Yo+, P s, WA
g v

Tad g1 G fahar S 2 b amior i famm,
PR YAVSH, WRITHAT—ERATd B 3— JTHFT
=T 14/R1/2021-22/RWD/SERAIKELA feHid 29.06.
2021 PR NO.-248796 & gRT & Afder # NIT- &
BEHT 8 H AT Yob RS T H ARy AR e
¥ /370 T 9 gRT fAfdeieR & A4 / 3fpee o B
forfa 9o goe @ wU # eRiuTae srftar, I e
T (TMo®T0M10), B THSd, IRIAG—ER™Tdl & vl
T4 WEGA— WA H P BN S e &
ST |

[ NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice no. 06 of Year 2021-22
Sealed open Tenders are invited by
Divisional Railway Manager (S&T),
N.E. Railway, Izatnagar for and on
behalf of the President of India for the
following works:-

(1) Description of works : S&T work
for shifting of Catch siding at Lalkuan
station. Approx Value : ¥ 68,88,084.43,
Completion period : 3 Months,

(2) Description of works : S&T
outdoor works and alteration in PI at
Jasoda station for installation and
commissioning of private siding
(under deposit work). Approx Value :
% 66,12,331.12, Completion period :
3 Months,

Mg PR B Wy F g ST 04 «<ivs = v ¥

%g G Toll Free No.

Email: dpogumlal@gmail.com,
Website: www.gumla.nic.in

; WATCO
OFFICE OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR, WATCO

Ground Floor, Unnati Bhawan,
H.B.Colony, Satyanagar, Bhubaneswar-751007, Odisha, India
Telefax: - +91-674-2391444; E-mail — mail@watcoodisha.in; md@watcoodisha.in

INVITATION FOR BID (IFB)

TG T Ao fhar S & & 59 drafer
@ udih 397 /fodo fadie 10.06.2021 & gRT AR
Holl METRT Argpifede YRR SR &g drIaad
Wil & wd & [Affg el E.O. Ref. No.
09/2021 fe=ie 10.06.2021 # 3raRert BrRourger 31ifdrs
Hener ferar Sirar ©, forIahT faavor f= yprR & -— 1
E.O.I/dr w1 &+ &1 ffdr vd w8
:—09.07.2021 (12.00 P.M)

Bid Identification No. WATCO(W)-04/2021-22, Dtd.30.06.2021
No.5217, Dt.: 30.06.2021

. Name of the work

: Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of
1x750 KVA 3.3 KV HT & 2x500 KVA 415V LT SILENT
DG set at 833MLD WTP MUNDALI constructed by
MEIL.

: I HHY 2. Estimated Cost : Rs.346.82 Lakh . -
a% R2IE| ff e d Date & time of closing of e-tender :
ﬁ Fc . ﬁ ? 5 —10.07.2021 (11.00A.M 3. Period of Completion : 3 (Three) Months 23.07.2021 at 11:00 Hrs. ® The
ﬂ.E ? FIRYUS X[ ﬁ A< . /3. ( ) 4. Date & Time of availability of bid : From 11.00 AM of Dt.09.07.2021 to 5.00 PM of tender can be viewed at website
I F gRT PREER & W/ dee 9§ & ftg §e| | P.P.T Raf¥id B BT IS a7 document In the portal 23.07.2021 http:/www.ireps.gov.in. ® The
gHe P BY ¥ HRUTTE JTAr TN Hrd AT B —13.07.2021 (03.00 P.M) 5. Last date / time of receipt of bids :5.00 PM of 23.07.2021 tenderer/bidders must have Class-IIT

Digital Signature Certificate & must
have register on IREPS portal. All
relevant papers must be uploaded at the
time of participating in e-tendering.

in the portal
. Date & Time of opening of technical bids: 12.30 PM of 26.07.2021
. Name and Address of the Officer : Managing Director, WATCO, Telefax:-0674-2391444.

TSd, TRITDA—ERAE & UeT ¥ U8 IRda—axamai | | E.O.1 @i &1 di= 6
I BT ST STSTT 78T ST U@t Sy | — U BT BRI ITDA wae, o | |7

SIEEZNEC A CCE I jharkhand E.O.| & 3 =g g s q\é f7fad E.O.l Ref. No. Inviting Bid E-Mail: mail@watcoodisha.in; md@watcoodisha.in Sr. Div. Signal & Telecom, Engineer
tenders. gov. in f_»[ é_@” ST gepdT é- | 31T g-lﬁ JITad ?%ﬁ' I 09/2021 %7”—(‘5 10.06.2021 a} W gﬁ- ?%ﬁ' | 8. The bidde.rs have to participate in ONLINE Pidding only. ) ) CPRO/Sig-16 N.E. Railw?y/ Izatnagar
m Wﬂm Further details can be seen from the web site www.tendersodisha.gov.in” About any passenger amenity complain
asalﬂq SE . . SMS on Mobile No. 09794845955
Managing Director, WATCO m — m
PR 248889(Rural Work Department)21-22*D $-Tegd< ¥ PR 248908 Gumla(21-22)#D ST, THe | |48 I e s 11001412, 22
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Red sanders worth
Z10 cr. seized, 7 held
CHITTOOR

The Chittoor police on
Thursday seized a red sanders
dump of 10 tonnes worth
more than 10 crore at a
private retreat at Valarpuram
in Kancheepuram district of
Tamil Nadu after a flash raid.
The police nabbed seven
accused and seized four
vehicles, including a mini
lorry and three SUVs.

A.P. CM launches

'YSR Bima' scheme
VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy on Thursday launched
the 'YSR Bima' scheme, under
which the government will
directly pay insurance
amounts to families of the
deceased to make the claim
settlement easier. In order to
support 1.32 lakh families, the
government allocated ¥750
crore for the year 2021-22.

Finance Minister visits
bed facility at KPCL
BENGALURU

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman

visited Boeing India and the
SELCO Foundation-funded
100 oxygenated bed facility
at Karnataka Power
Corporation Ltd. (KPCL),
Yelahanka campus in the city.
Boeing India and SELCO
Foundation have jointly
funded the hospital.

Tourists complain of
sexual assault at Varkala
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Three tourists complained to
the Varkala police about the
sexual harassment attempts
they faced at the destination.
While one person was
arrested, a hunt is on for
another. The tourists, who hail
from France and the U.K.,
claimed a person misbehaved
with them while they were on
their way from the
Thiruvambady beach to their
homestay at Kurakkani.

Telugu States spar over water sharing

Jagan writes to PM Modi

A.P. objects to power generation by
Telangana; both States deploy police

STAFF REPORTER
NALGONDA

Simmering tension over
power generation by Telan-
gana at Nagarjunasagar con-
tinued on the third day on
Thursday, even as senior offi-
cials from Andhra Pradesh
who crossed the border with
a letter of protest returned
‘unacknowledged’ and dis-
appointed. In addition to the
Nagarjunasagar project, Te-
langana is generating power
at the upstream Srisailam
project and the downstream
K.L. Rao Sagar Pulichintala
project, joint multi-purpose
projects between the Telugu
States, amid maximum pro-
tection by police forces.

In response to Telangana’s
firm stand, the Andhra Pra-
desh government marked its
visible protest on Thursday
by fortifying its side of the

projects with police, also ex-
pressing readiness for any
future action.

An official attempt, ho-
wever, to protest Telangana’s
stand on water usage to gen-
erate power was made by
A.P. irrigation and revenue
officials late on Thursday. Ac-
cording to Superintending
Engineer of NSP (Right Ca-
nal) Purushottama Ganga
Raju, who entered Nagarju-
nasagar to register the prot-
est with the NSP Chief Engi-
neer, Telangana was setting
aside irrigation responsibili-
ties for power production
and letting water go waste.

“The dams are not even
filled to capacities, and set-
ting aside irrigation duty for
power generation is not
proper. We will be answera-
ble to farmers,” he said.

However, at the K.L. Rao

‘Govt. has nothing to

hide on COVID deaths’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala government has
nothing to hide on COVID-19
deaths and if any ex gratia
aid is being offered to the fa-
milies who lost their dear
ones to the pandemic, the
government will do its best
to secure it for them, Health
Minister Veena George said
here on Thursday.

She reiterated that the
State was classifying deaths
as COVID-19 fatalities based
on the Indian Council of
Medical  Research/World
Health Organization guide-
lines, and that the new on-
line reporting system cap-
tured COVID-19 deaths
happening in hospitals real
time.

Ms. George said the Kera-

Veena George

la government had not re-
ceived any complaints so far
regarding the non-inclusion
of any COVID-19 deaths and
if in case any death had
been left out from the list,
the government was willing
to re-examine it.

In full force: Nalgonda SP A.V. Ranganath reviewing security

measures near Nagarjunasagar Project.

Sagar Pulichintala project in
Suryapet district limits, A.P.
officials were successful in
submitting their representa-
tion amid police security.
Police personnel from
Guntur were deployed in
large numbers at the Nagar-
juna Sagar Dam in view of
the tense situation. A large
posse of police personnel
from Telangana was also de-

Karnataka
Minister’s 5
aide’ detained

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

Sleuths from Central Crime
Branch (CCB) detained Ra-
janna, who claims to be a
personal assistant of Kar-
nataka Social Welfare Mi-
nister B. Sriramulu, for al-
legedly cheating people
and collecting money after
promising to fix govern-
ment contracts or jobs,
misusing the name of Chief
Minister B.S. Yediyurappa’s
son B.Y. Vijayendra.

He was detained for
questioning based on a
complaint by Mr. Vijayen-
dra himself.

Rajanna, in his early for-
ties, is known to be a long-
term associate of Mr. Srira-
mulu and is said to be
based out of Ballari.

ployed. At the Srisailam
dam, the Kurnool district
police deployed security per-
sonnel to ensure the safety of
the structure. Srisailam Cir-
cle Inspector B. Venkata Ra-
mana said that on the A.P.
side 10 police personnel had
been deployed, and the
strength would be increased
from Friday. Telangana too
had deployed police person-

HC stays stamp duty
hike in Lakshadweep

Plea had challenged the drastic rise

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The Kerala High Court on
Thursday stayed for three
weeks the order of the
Lakshadweep administra-
tion revising the stamp duty
for transfer and registration
of land on the islands.
Justice Raja Vijayaragha-
van passed the interim or-
der on a petition filed by
P.M. Mohammed Salih, a re-
sident of Amini island.
According to him, the
stamp duty for the transfer
of an interest of the landed
property had been drasti-
cally increased from 1% to
6% for females, 7% for a
jointly owned property by
male and female and 8% for
others of the total valuation

against Telangana action
VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy has
written a letter to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
seeking a direction to
Telangana to stop illegal
withdrawal of water from the
Krishna river for power
generation without water
release orders from the Krishna
River Management Board
(KRMB). He also requested the
takeover of all the offtakes of
the common reservoirs.

nel in large numbers on its
side of the dam.

Telangana and A.P. are
mandated to draw water
from the dam for power gen-
eration after the level reach-
es 834 feet. A political con-
troversy had erupted with

LTy RAIN MAX  MIN aTy RAIN
Telangana allegedly drawing : Agartala.......... 114...28.4....24.0 Kozhikode....

: Ahmedabad... 37.3...27.6 Kurnool ...
Water'from 806 ft. ¢ Aizawl....... 21.7  Lucknow..

(With inputs from Guntur  Allahabad.. ..28.4  Madurai...

andAnantapur) : Bengaluru . ....23.0 Mangaluru

: Bhopal........... 26.2 Mumbai

: Bhubaneswar. .36.0....26.2 Mysuru ..

: Chandigarh ... .40.8....28.4  New Delhi

: Chennai ........ .36.2....25.6 Patna ......

: Coimbatore... .35.0....24.4 Port Blair.

* Dehradun........cc...—.... 36.4....25.0 Puducherry ..

: Gangtok.... 2...19.0....17.9 Pune....

: Goa .. 5....29.3....255 Raipur .

: Guwahati .. e 2...30.2....25.5 Ranchi.

¢ Hubballi.... -...29.0....22.0  Shillong

: Hyderabad —....31.8....25.2 Shimla.

: Imphal...... .28.8....22.4 Srinagar...

S JaipUr e — 40.5....30.0 Thiruvananthapuram.

: Kochi.... .30.2....26.0 Tiruchi.........
of the landed property. ¢ Kohima ..o 2. 26.4....18.0 Vijayawada .. .

: Kolkata ..o 6...32.7....26.0 Visakhapatnam ............. -

Earlier the stamp duty
rate was 1% and there was
no division based on caste

(Rainfall data in mm,
: Pollutants in the air you are breathing

5

o I

; temperature in Celsius)

Yesterday

of 11

D CITIES S0 NO: CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE
or gender. © Ahmedabad.... .6 .16 99 .87 ..99 ..M
The fixation at a varying : Bengaluru....... .. 3.57 22 .32 .67 ..M
range was not based on an Chen_na| .9 .17 81 ...26 ..47 ..W
. . . . : Delhi .... 14 29 21 ..100 .306 ..M
intelligible differentia. © Hyderab .2 .77 18 .22 .52 ..H
The petitioner contended  : Kolkata........... .. 8 .24 23 .58 .84 ..M
that the administration was Lucknoy\/.“ .. 10 .17 66 ..180 .206 ...H
- .  Mumbai......... 12 .25 16 ...56 .121 ..
depriving the islanders of : pype . - 3090 .21 .36 ..M
their ability to either pur- : vVisakhapatnam 11 .49 45 .47 .110 ..

chase or transfer their pro-
perty amongst the same
community.

The rate was revised with
an ulterior motive of depriv-
ing the inhabitants of their
land. The revision of stamp
duty by the District Collec-
tor of Lakshadweep was un-
constitutional, he contend-
ed.

¢ Air Quality Code: M Poor
: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues
: and monuments.
: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
* reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.
: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

¢ lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

. WEATHER WATCH

: RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

: TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 17.00 HRS)
¢ Forecast for Friday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isolated :
: places over Assam, Mizoram, Tripura, Sikkim, Chhattisgarh, Tel- :
: angana, Tamil Nadu and Puducherry. Thunderstorm with light- :
¢ ning/gusty winds likely at isolated places over Jammu & Kashmir, :
: Uttarakhand, Bihar, coastal Andhra Pradesh, south interior :
Karnataka, Kerala, Lakshadweep and Andaman & Nicobar Islands

MAX ~ MIN :

In observation made at 4.00
p.m., Kaithal, Haryana
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQl) score of
420 indicating an unhealthy
level of pollution. In
contrast, Aizawl, Mizoram
recorded a healthy AQI score

Moderate B Good (Readings indicate average AQl)

death in people with heart or lung disease

Maharashtra will safeguard
farmers’ interests, says CM

‘We will stand by them irrespective of the Centre’s farm laws’

STAFF REPORTER

MUMBAI
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav  Thackeray on

Thursday said irrespective
of the Centre’s farm laws,
the State government will
not take any decision to
harm farmers’ interests.

“The Centre can bring in
laws as it may like. But we
will ensure that the interests
of the State farmers are not
harmed,” said Mr. Thacke-
ray. He was speaking on the
occasion of ‘Krishi Din’ cele-
brated by the Agriculture
Department on the birth an-
niversary of former Chief Mi-
nister Vasantrao Naik.

Mr. Thackeray said the
farmers are the pride of
Maharashtra and the State
government is working on
preserving that pride. “We
understand the uncertainty
in agriculture. There are nat-

[~

Uddhav Thackeray

ural calamities that strike
and then there are issues of
price. We as a government
stand firmly with farmers.”
Three days ago, a delega-
tion of farmer leaders led by
former Lok Sabha MP Raju
Shetti, Medha Patkar and
Subhash Lomte had met Mr.
Thackeray, Deputy Chief Mi-
nister Ajit Pawar and Nation-
alist Congress Party (NCP)

chief Sharad Pawar demand-
ing to pass a resolution op-
posing the three farm laws in
the monsoon session of the
state legislature.

Earlier in the day, Mr. Pa-
war at a different pro-
gramme said agriculture is
the backbone of the econo-
my. “If the agricultural
growth and progress is evi-
dent, the situation of econo-
my will automatically im-
prove. Demand from
consumers boosts an econo-
my. With more than half of
the population being part of
agriculture in India, ensur-
ing that their situation is im-
proved would eventually
boost demand and subse-
quently lead to improve-
ment of economy,” he said,
while virtually inaugurating
the D Y Patil Agriculture and
Technical University at Tal-
sande in Kolhapur district.

Ghazipur clash: FIR filed
against 200 BKU workers

Video footage being scrutinised: police

ANUJ] KUMAR
GHAZIABAD

A day after the clash bet-
ween farmers and BJP
workers at the Ghazipur
border, the Ghaziabad pol-
ice registered an FIR
against 200 unidentified
workers of the Bhartiya Ki-
san Union.

Police sources said those
who damaged the vehicles
and created ruckus were
being identified through vi-
deo footage.

The FIR was registered
under Sections 147, 148,
223, 352,427 and 506 of IPC
on the complaint of Amit
Valmiki, newly appointed
general secretary of the
State BJP. Mr. Valmiki said
the protesters not only
damaged the party vehicles
but also used casteist slurs
against him.

It was during his wel-
come at the Ghazipur bor-
der that the clash broke out

on Wednesday.

Dharmendra Malik, me-
dia in-charge of the BKU,
said it was unfortunate no
action was taken against
those who attacked the
farmers at the spot which
has been their home for the
last seven months.

Mr. Malik said the BJP
was trying to make it a caste
issue but the Valmiki com-
munity had shown solidari-
ty with farmers by reaching
Sisauli in large numbers.

He reiterated that farm-
ers responded only after
the BJP workers tried to
seize control of the stage
built on the Delhi-Meerut
Expressway on Wednesday.

Late in the evening, a
counter FIR was registered
against identified persons
under Sections 147, 303,
504 and 506 of the IPC on
the complaint of Bijendera
Singh, president of the Gha-
ziabad unit of the BKU.

Maharashtra reports 9,195 new COVID-19 cases, 252 deaths

Navi Mumbai gets first PSA
plant at civic-run hospital

8,634 patients
discharged from
hospitals

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

Maharashtra reported 9,195
new COVID-19 cases on
Thursday which took its in-
fection tally to 60,70,599,
the Health Department said.
With 252 fatalities, the death
toll due to the pandemic
rose to 1,22,197.

The State recorded about
600 fewer new cases but ov-
er 100 more fatalities com-
pared to Wednesday, when
it had added 9,771 new infec-
tions and 141 deaths.

Of the 252 deaths report-
ed on Thursday, 206 oc-
curred in the last 48 hours

CcM
K

and 46 were from the last
week, the release said.

As many as 8,634 patients
were discharged from hospi-
tals, taking the number of re-

covered patients to
58,28,535.
Maharashtra’s recovery

rate of COVID-19 cases is
96.01%, while the fatality
rate is 2.01%. The positivity
rate is 14.5%.

There are 1,16,667 active
patients in the State.

Mumbai recorded 656
new COVID-19 cases, taking
its tally to 7,22,878, while the
death toll increased to 15,472
with 21 fresh fatalities.

As many as 536 new cases
were found in Pune city, tak-
ing its tally to 4,94,647, while
the death toll rose to 8,270
as 105 fatalities were report-

»

ed in the city though it in-
cluded some earlier unre-
ported fatalities too.

Nagpur, Pimpri-Chinch-
wad, Nashik, Aurangabad
and Amravati municipal cor-
poration areas added 23,
253, 67, 23 and 11 new cases,
respectively.

Of the 1,16,667 active CO-
VID-19 patients across the
State, the highest 17,086 are
in Pune district, followed by
Thane and Mumbai with
16,105 and 12,605 patients,
respectively.

In Mumbai division,
which includes Mumbai and
satellite towns, 2,004 new
cases were found, taking the
region’s tally to 15,97,355,
while 25 fresh fatalities took
the death toll in the region to
32,103.

RAINA ASSAINAR
NAVI MUMBAI

To combat the third wave of
COVID-19, health facilities at
hospitals run by the Navi
Mumbai Municipal Corpora-
tion (NMMC) are being up-
graded.

Thane Guardian Minister
Eknath Shinde on Thursday
inaugurated the city’s first
pressure swing adsorption
(PSA) plant at Vashi General
Hospital, and a HRCT scan-
ning facility at CIDCO exhi-
bition centre. Officials say
the civic body is the first to
have got a HRCT facility in-
stalled at a COVID-19 centre.

Municipal Commissioner
Abhijit Bangar said during
the second wave of the pan-
demic, around 1,100 pa-
tients were treated at the
CIDCO centre and every
time they needed a scan,
they had to be taken to priv-
ate hospitals. “Hence, the
corporation decided to have
its own HRCT machine by
collecting  %1.85  crore
through CSR activities of
corporates,” he said.

The PSA plant, which is
first of the five planned by
the civic body, has a capaci-
ty to generate 1.84 metric
tonnes of oxygen per day.

Specific Procurement Notice (SPN)
Procurement of Works

(Two-Envelope Tendering Process without Prequalification)

Country: India

Employer: Chief Engineer (EAP), PWRD, Assam

Project: Assam Secondary Road Network Improvement Project (ASRIP)
Loan No.: To be provided

Contract Title: Provided in the Table below

SPN Reference/ Tender No: |CE/ASRIP/09/2021/6

Tender Document Issued On:|June 30, 2021

1.

The Government of India has applied for financing from the Asian Infrastructure Investment
Bank (AlIB or the Bank) toward the cost of the Assam Secondary Road Network Improvement
Project (ASRIP) and intends to apply part of the proceeds toward payments under the contracts

detailed in the table below.

and get registered within two months of award of contract.

. The Chief Engineer (EAP), PWRD, Government of Assam now invites sealed Tenders from
eligible Tenderers for road construction works for improvement and upgradation of state
highways and major district roads in the state of Assam. Works would include improvement
of horizontal and vertical alignment as well as widening of the road, mostly to two lanes with
paved shoulders, with or without a footpath along with cross drainage works including bridges.

. Tendering will be conducted through National Open Competitive Tendering (NOCT) procedures
as specified in the Bank’s Procurement Instructions for Recipients (PIR) and is open to all
eligible Tenderers as defined in the PIR. Bidders from India should be registered with the
Government of Assam or other State Governments/Government of India, or State/Central
Government Undertakings. Successful tenderer not registered with Assam PWRD shall apply

. Interested eligible Tenderers may obtain further information from Chief Engineer (EAP), PWRD
Assam, Fatasil Ambari, Guwahati-781025, India, Email: as-ce.asrip@assam.gov.in and inspect
the Tender Document during office hours 0900 to 1700 hours IST at the address given below.

. The Tender Document in English may be downloaded by interested eligible Tenderers from
the electronic tendering system. The cost of tender documents shall be submitted along with
Technical Part of the Tender in the form of Demand Draft from a commercial bank in India and

drawn in favour of the Assam State Road Board A/C No. 10566991479.

Engineer (EAP), PWRD Assam.

. Details may be seen in the Government of Assam Electronic Tendering System (ETS)
https://assamtenders.gov.in. Amendment/Addendum to the tendering document, if any, and
further notifications shall appear in this ETS and also in the office of the undersigned during
office hours. Tenderers/Contractors must be registered with the ETS. Tenders must be
submitted online through ETS only. However, original documents as stipulated in the Tender
Data Sheet which includes tender security, cost of tender document and affidavit regarding
correctness of information furnished with tendering document, etc must be submitted also
in hard copies in the Office of the Chief Engineer (EAP), PWRD Assam, Fatasil Ambari,
Guwahati-781025 on or before the last date and time for submission of tenders. Tenders
must be submitted online on or before August 3, 2021, 2.00 PM IST Indian Standard Time.

. All Tenders must be accompanied by a Tender Security included in the Table below in the
form of Bank Guarantee from a Nationalized Bank in India and drawn in favour of the Chief

Package Name of work Estimated |Cost of bid| Amount of Time of
Number value of works | document | Tender Security | completion
(Rs. in crore) (Rs.) (Rs. in crore) | (months)
A/RI-2 |Improvement and 172.97 10,000/- 3.45 30
upgradation of
Dhakuakhana Butikur
Telijan road under ASRIP
Improvement and
upgradation of Dhodor
A/RI-3 |Ali (Kamargaon to 292.00 10,000/- 5.80 30
Kamarbandha) under
ASRIP
Improvement and
A/RI-4 |upgradation of Sarthebari 133.39 10,000/- 2.70 24
Pathsala road under ASRIP

Janasanyog /CF/433/21

Chief Engineer (EAP), PWRD Assam,
Fatasil Ambari, Guwahati-781025, India

Email: as-ce.asrip@assam.gov.in

»
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Envisioning the post-pandemic smart city

Relief and recompense

The judiciary did well to assert the rights
of pandemic-hit workers and families

t is a matter of relief and satisfaction that the Su-
Ipreme Court has prodded the Union government to

perform its statutory duty of fixing a compensation
for the families of those who lost their kin to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. The order comes close on the heels
of a slew of directions on registering the country’s vast
unorganised workforce and its army of inter-State la-
bourers on a national database and ensuring that none
of them went hungry. On the issue of making an ex gra-
tia payment to those affected by the pandemic, a noti-
fied disaster under the Disaster Management Act, the
Centre initially took the untenable stand that it lacked
the financial resources to compensate for every CO-
VID-19 death. However, it later admitted that it was not
the adequacy of resources that made it avoid any com-
pensation, but rather its decision to prioritise expendi-
ture in response to the pandemic. It is indeed true that
unlike more frequent disasters such as cyclones, earth-
quakes and floods, a pandemic that has hit every coun-
try is not a one-time calamity, but an ongoing and pro-
longed phenomenon. However, the Court has rightly
found that this was not reason enough for the Govern-
ment to evade its duty to include ex gratia assistance on
account of loss of life in its guidelines for “minimum
standards of relief” to those hit by the disaster. The
Court correctly did not fix a compensation amount for
each death, leaving it to a policy decision by the Nation-
al Disaster Management Authority and the Centre.

In an earlier order, the Court dealt with the need for
comprehensive registration of all inter-State and unor-
ganised workers in the country. It is unfortunate that it
needed a pandemic, and the resulting humanitarian,
social and economic crisis for millions of workers, to
give an impetus to the process. The Supreme Court,
while disposing of suo motu proceedings on the mis-
eries of migrant labourers, has now fixed a deadline of
December 31 this year for all States and Union Territo-
ries to complete the process. The Centre has been given
a deadline of July 31 to make available a portal for its Na-
tional Database for Unorganised Workers (NDUW) pro-
ject so that it may be used for registering unorganised
workers across the country. However, the Union go-
vernment, which was directed to make such a common
module available to the States as far back as in August
2018, claimed the work on developing the portal was af-
fected due to the fallout of the pandemic. The Court has
pulled up the Union Labour Ministry for its “apathy and
lackadaisical attitude” and directed that the process of
registration should begin by July 31. The verdicts open
up the possibility that the inter-State and unorganised
workers will at last be able to reap the benefits of wel-
fare laws enacted for them. These interventions signify
the rejuvenation and assertion of a court seen as some-
what reticent until recently.

Later than ever

Puducherry needs an efficient administration
that is not immersed in political wrangles

he Union Territory of Puducherry has finally got a
Council of Ministers. It has taken almost two

months after the Assembly election results, and
50 days since the assumption of office by N. Rangasamy
as Chief Minister, for the National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) to get five nominees sworn in as Ministers, three
from his party, the All India N.R. Congress (AINRC), and
two from the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). What makes
Puducherry’s first NDA Ministry stand out from the ear-
lier coalition ministries is the inordinate delay in its for-
mation despite there being a pre-poll alliance. The im-
pact of the deadly second wave of the pandemic did not
add any sense of urgency to the parties to thrash out
their differences. But there could be more trouble to
come. Portfolios have not been allocated to the five Mi-
nisters who were sworn in on Sunday. The Chief Minis-
ter’s illness was not the only obvious reason for the de-
lay in cabinet formation; there were also differences
between the partners and within the BJP local unit. The
central government too appeared to have supported
the Chief Minister’s not-so-enthusiastic response to the
local BJP unit’s demand for the post of Deputy Chief Mi-
nister as it did not create any such post. However, the
BJP, which has nine MLAs in the Assembly, including
three nominated legislators, is tasting power for the
first time in the Union Territory; the party has also got
the post of Assembly Speaker. For all the delay, those in-
volved in the Cabinet formation, including Mr. Rangasa-
my, deserve credit for the social balance in the Council
of Ministers, which has three former Ministers, two re-
presentatives of Scheduled Castes and a woman.

There is a strong possibility that the two parties
would continue to have differences over the implemen-
tation of their manifestos, the key one being the
AINRC’s emphasis on Statehood which the national par-
ty is silent on. The territorial administration is not in
the pink of health as far as its finances are concerned.
According to the Budget for 2020-21, debt servicing ac-
counts for about 18% of the revenue expenditure of the
administration annually, in addition to salaries and
pensions constituting around 35% and power purchase,
17%. Under such circumstances, it is not hard to guess
how many of the goodies promised by the two parties
would translate into reality. Instead of committing itself
to many new measures, the Council of Ministers should
ensure that existing welfare schemes, including social
security pension to age group-wise beneficiaries, are
well implemented. The Centre should also be empath-
etic and provide a package by waiving “legacy loans”,
those taken about 15 years ago. Mr. Rangasamy and Mi-
nisters should ensure corruption-free and quality admi-
nistration, instead of engaging in political bickering.

Itis clear that the pathway for ‘smart cities, and also other towns not on the map, needs to change

(2
-

G. ANANTHAKRISHNAN

nata Party (BJP)-led govern-

ment started a journey of ur-
ban development based on the
belief that a select set of cities
across the country could be ‘trans-
formed’ and made smart, after
they were chosen through a com-
petition among the States. The
Centre would support the chosen
projects and others would learn
from them.

The idea of a transformation is
indicated in BJP’s manifesto for
the 2014 election (https://
bit.ly/3waHAQO and https://
bit.ly/3h80mll), where, in a refe-
rence to the squalor that has tradi-
tionally marked cities and towns,
the party declared that they
should “no longer remain a reflec-
tion of poverty and bottlenecks.
Rather they should become sym-
bols of efficiency, speed and
scale”. This racy vision laid the
foundation for a programme to
create 100 smart cities.

Six years ago, the Bharatiya Ja-

The general concept

Globally, there is no uniform defi-
nition of smart cities, and the most
common features of such urban
spaces are derived from concepts
in the global north. They generally
have a technocentric vision, with
sensors  everywhere,  smart
homes, high levels of connectivity,
massive and ubiquitous data col-
lection by various agencies, and a
continuous flow of useful informa-
tion to citizens. All this, the rea-
soning goes, can help govern-
ments allocate resources
optimally and take timely deci-
sions to raise efficiency and im-
prove standards of living.

India’s cities have well-known
infrastructure deficits, inadequate
water supply, waste management,
sewerage and transport arrange-
ments, high levels of pollution

and, with climate change, fre-
quent extremes of floods and
drought. The answer to these, the
Smart Cities Mission (https://
smartcities.gov.in/), has been fash-
ioned as an amalgam of upgraded
civic services and expensive show-
piece projects in the chosen cities,
with the investments heavily in-
fluenced by the Centre.

Now, a health focus

Before a complete critique of the
expensive programme could
emerge, COVID-19 interrupted the
lives of cities, confining people in-
doors for long periods, disrupting
economic processes and paralys-
ing vibrant urban life. As the pan-
demic peaked, thousands had to
desperately look for emergency
medical care in scarce health facil-
ities, while the flashy smart deve-
lopments built for leisure and
shopping remained shuttered.

Unsurprisingly, when the Smart
City Awards 2020 were declared
recently, the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs gave one com-
ponent of the scheme, the Inte-
grated Command and Control
Centres (ICCCs), a health focus.
These centres, of which 70 are op-
erational, functioned as “war
rooms” for COVID-19, and, com-
bined with “other smart infras-
tructure developed under the mis-
sion, helped cities in fighting the
pandemic through information
dissemination, improving commu-
nication, predictive analysis and
supporting effective manage-
ment” (https://bit.ly/3hmZZEO0), it
said.

This is a remarkable image of ef-
ficiency, but it would seem incon-
gruous with the lived reality in sev-
eral States and the national capital
during the second wave of the
pandemic, as people struggled for
information and access to medical
care. Yet, one of the States that suf-
fered severely, Uttar Pradesh, shot
to the top for implementation me-
trics of the smart cities projects
(https://bit.ly/3yaBbFX),  appa-
rently because it achieved more
than what was envisaged in the
centrally-supported schemes. It
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added its own set of ‘State smart
cities’. The fact that U.P., a crucial
BJP-ruled State scarred by the pan-
demic, is bound for elections next
year must, of course, be treated as
a coincidence. Indore and Surat
jointly won top city-level awards,
while Madhya Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu also won State awards.

Infrastructural convergence
Over the years, Smart Cities Mis-
sion projects converged with other
infrastructure programmes such
as AMRUT, the Atal Mission for Re-
juvenation and Urban Transforma-
tion, the PMAY (Urban), the Prad-
han Mantri Awas Yojana, for
housing. Some also get support
from international agencies to
adopt best practices on mobility
and transport, energy and reduc-
ing carbon emissions. The latest
official count shows that 5,924 Mis-
sion projects worth 1,78,500
crore have been tendered, indicat-
ing the scale of investments. This
is in tune with some estimates that
globally, 90% of urban develop-
ment by mid-century will take
place in developing countries.

A focus on basic urban infras-
tructure prioritised by elected re-
presentatives was part of national
policy since the Third Plan period
(1961-66), although the focus shift-
ed to smaller towns away from
Bombay and Calcutta in the
Fourth Plan (1969-74). After de-
cades of slow experiments, the
post-COVID-19 era will sharpen the
question of how cities must
evolve.

The Danish urban design exp-
ert, Jan Gehl, who is averse to the
idea of smart cities and “silly gim-
micks”, speaks of the universal va-

lues of a city as one that is a meet-
ing place of people, inviting them
to spend time, walk, bike, and
roam around public, semi-public
or private gardens. Pedestrianisa-
tion over motorisation is also a
marker of a good city.

Although they try to accommo-
date some of these elements, In-
dia’s smart city plans cannot really
aspire for a structural shift, in
which the movement of people
gets priority over vehicles. In fact,
extending the green logic would
imply a freeze on all diversion of
wetlands and commons for any
other development, creating new
urban gardens and water bodies,
and doing a climate change audit
for every piece of infrastructure
planned. A green and blue city
would mean less destructive flood-
ing, more water to harvest and
lower peak temperatures — all of it
at very little expense.

Use for the commons
Cities could be elegant, healthy
and smart after the pandemic if
they apportion the available road
space for bicycles, which exempli-
fy safe travel and can complement
expanded public transport when
commuters return in big numbers
to bus and urban rail. This is con-
sistent with the pan-city goals of
the Smart City Mission, but re-
quires State governments to take
resolute action. Bicycles represent
the ideal urban travel bubble and
must be moved from the margins
to the centre of policy.

Pedestrianisation, biking and
harmonious opportunities for
street vending created by allocat-
ing more of the commons would
also be fully democratic and ad-
dress the criticism that smart city
planning ignores the informality
that marks India’s urban spaces.
This is valid for both cities being
retrofitted with facilities and those
being developed as greenfield
sites. Can more of the commons
be turned into farmers’ markets,
vending grounds and craft
centres?

None of this detracts from es-
sential modernisation, such as de-

ployment of multiple sensors to
gauge air, noise and water pollu-
tion, provision of electronic deliv-
ery of citizen services, whether
online or in a government office,
intelligent public transport, ex-
pansion of renewable energy. Re-
covery of valuable materials from
waste remains a lost opportunity
even in the biggest cities. It would,
however, mean a shift away from
flyovers, underpasses and cheap
parking lots that serve far fewer
citizens.

For citizens, real time control
rooms can be meaningful only if
they can have a good public dash-
board of information. In COVID-19
times, this means access to health
alerts, vaccinations, hospital beds
and topical advice, rounded off
with data on pollution, rainfall,
congestion and so on.

Democratising smart cities
planning has to ensure every sec-
tion of society has a voice in the
process, and not merely those
who have digital access. Pressure
to frame projects, however, often
cuts out many, and even elected
representatives get short shrift.

The Housing Ministry said last
year that it had no plan to issue a
report card for the 100 chosen
smart cities, but was using the
Ease of Living Index measured
through a public perception sur-
vey. Such measurements can be
heavily biased if they are not
broad based. Quite tellingly, out of
32.2 lakh citizens in 111 cities who
participated in a survey, the online
channel which could be accessed
through a QR code or website at-
tracted 31,05,481 items of feedback
(https://bit.ly/3xmSIQE and
https://bit.ly/3hIVKSR).

The pandemic has come as a re-
markable opportunity to review
the paradigm of smart cities, and
to steer the course of hundreds of
other towns that are not on the
map. They should be helped to
frame their plans around people
and nature, to learn from mistakes
and to avoid expensive technologi-
cal solutionism.

ananthakrishnan.g@thehindu.co.in

A bubble burst is no figment of the imagination

Economic parameters appear confused and investors should not be tempted to ignore macroeconomic factors
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FURQAN QAMAR &
TAUFEEQUE AHMAD SIDDIQUI

6 our investment would
i have doubled by now, had
you invested in the stock
market in March 2020.” An asser-
tion like this triggers an urgent
rush to invest in the market and is
akin to being under the influence
of a “feel-good” hormone. This
makes the expectation of ‘winning
big’ feel better than ‘just winning’
leading to impulsive, even detri-
mental decisions, attributable to
behaviour biases, to use the termi-
nology of behavioural economists.
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Perception versus reality
Investors may not necessarily be
always sensible or even capable of
perceiving the larger picture. No-
bel laureate Daniel Kahneman ar-
gues that humans usually use the
‘first system’ of ‘fast thinking’ to
hurriedly act and perceive their
environment. Consequently, they
are susceptible to the ‘priming ef-
fect’, ‘framing bias’, ‘anchoring ef-
fect’, ‘overconfidence bias’ and
‘availability heuristic’.

These phenomena, thus, play
their part in pervading optimistic
market conditions. As a result, in-
vestors often end up ignoring or
overlooking uncertainties and
risks involved in their decision.
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They get so enamoured with the
idea of making a killing that they
forget that in the month of March
last year itself, the market had
tanked a fourth of its capitalisation
causing mayhem.

At the same time, investors’ de-
cision choices could be significant-
ly influenced by ‘nudging’, a delib-
erate tactics and method of
behaviour modification by which
it is the ‘choice architect’ that de-
cides who does what and who
does so, as argued by the Nobel
laureate, Richard H. Thaler. The
present surge in the Indian stock
market is indeed nudging indivi-
dual investors to trade more. But
who is playing the role of the
choice architect and what their in-
tentions are, remain the moot
questions.

Focus on individual investor
National Stock Exchange data indi-
cate that the share of the non-insti-
tutional individual investors in
equity trading volume has risen to
one half of the total turnover in
2021 as compared to around a
third in 2016. In contrast, the
share of Foreign Institutional In-
vestors (FIIs) in the total trading
volume has shrunk to just about a
tenth making it half of what it used
to be in 2016. Trading in the stock
market, the sudden rise, the intra-
day moves, etc., are, thus, attribut-
able largely to individual traders
now.

Their large trading volumes
notwithstanding, individual inves-
tors have actually contracted their
holding of the market capitalisa-
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tion. Going by the floating stocks
of the market collectively, the FIIs
currently own around half of the
free float of all Indian companies.
Apparently, the retail investors
have constantly sold their stake to
end up holding less than 20%
shares now. Trading, thus, seems
to be the mainstay of retail inves-
tors and this is what makes them
more vulnerable to the vagaries of
the market.

The market today

During the period under discus-
sion, the fundamental, economic
and environmental parameters
look confused. GDP has shrunk by
at least 7.5%, unemployment rate
has been on the rise, and an over-
whelming number of people are
said to be sliding back into poverty
or becoming poorer than a year
before. At the same time, Centre
for Monitoring Indian Economy
Pvt. Ltd. data of the listed compa-
nies reveal a rise in their profit,
due to rationalisation and cost-cut-
ting.

Investors might be tempted to
ignore macroeconomic factors
and invest in such stock believing
that it is the profit that impels the

stock prices. In reality, however,
share price is expected to ascend if
a company declares to cut its wage
bill. This probably explains why
stock markets around the world
have been on the rise amidst the
novel coronavirus pandemic; de-
mand may have declined but pro-
fits have been least impacted. At
the larger economic level, howev-
er, real wages have plunged. Clear-
ly, the market has not entirely de-
coupled itself from the economic
indicators.

Stimulus or profit or euphoria
caused by happy hormones, wha-
tever the reason apart, the stock
market has been drawing available
excess liquidity. Simultaneously,
frequent trading has been propell-
ing the stock market further up.
But how long can this last? Esta-
blished wisdom suggests that cor-
porates cannot sustain contrac-
tion in the economy for long.
Sustained decline in demand
caused by waning disposable hou-
sehold income would catch them
soon

A grey cloud

Consequently, corporates would
be saddled with unsold goods or
services, leading to a drop in their
prices, with a consequential effect
on their revenue which would ex-
ert downward pressure on their
stock prices. This is, however, not
to deny that stock markets are al-
ways futuristic and stock prices
imitate investors expectations. But
how long can expectation drive
the market if the economy does
not revive soon?

Robert J. Shiller, another Nobel
laureate, attributes this phenome-
non of creating a possible bubble
to irrational exuberance. And bub-
bles are seldom long lasting and
burst sooner rather than later.
When bubbles burst, they cause a
kind of financial earthquake, in
turn destabilising public trust in
the integrity of the financial sys-
tem. Critically, as the past por-
trays, individual investors, with all
their vulnerabilities, suffer the
most devastating consequences.

Retail investors are as well sus-
ceptible to overreaction when ne-
gative news hits the market. For
example, a week of turbulence
eroded market capitalisation of ov-
er X-lakh crore in the case of just
six listed companies of the Adani
group (https://bit.ly/2UWQJbM).
For an individual investor, who
had purchased these shares dur-
ing the last month, this means that
he lost his entire investment.
These companies are closely held,
with promoters holding around
75% stake, but imagine the may-
hem if this happens to a widely
held company. A bubble burst is in
the realm of recurrent reality and
cannot be ignored as a figment of
the imagination.

Furgan Qamar, a professor in finance at
Jamia Millia Islamia, is a former Secretary
General of the Association of Indian
Universities (AIU) and also a former
Vice-Chancellor of the Central University
of Himachal Pradesh and the University of
Rajasthan. Taufeeque Ahmad Siddiqui is
an assistant professor in finance at Jamia
Millia Islamia
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The CPC compulsion of adverse
It is an intellectually circumstances. The CPC
unproductive exercise to does not offer any mea
try to build a halo of culpa for its acts of

greatness around the CPC
or the Communist Party of
China (Editorial page, July
1). What is so awe-inspiring
about an organisation that
enjoys a monopoly over
political power? What is so
exciting about its longevity
when it buys people’s
obeisance and
unquestioning loyalty? It
made mistakes such as
imposing the single-child
norm. Its so-called
adaptability is odd because
it considers changing
course only under the

omission and commission;
it has zero accountability
and admission of failure
will undermine its
authority. The CPC uses its
trump card — Chinese
nationalism and pride —
whenever it senses
murmurs of disgruntlement
among the people. And, the
tide can turn.

V.N. MUKUNDARAJAN,
Thiruvananthapuram

Meets and their hues
I write this as a retired
bureaucrat. In recent

meetings which caught the
attention. The West Bengal
meeting over cyclone/flood
ravages could have had a
different ending, had
non-participation by the
State government been
avoided. Right now, the
immediate repercussion is
the plight of the top civil
servant.

The second meeting was

preceded with a lot of hype.

An octogenarian leader of
acclaimed eminence made
his premises and
hospitality available to
another octogenarian, who
has apparently a grouse
that his eminence has not

received due recognition,
for the latter’s Manch to
hold a get together of
like-minded persons drawn
from different walks of life,
though the political veneer
was barely concealed. The
outcome of the meeting
was a ‘damp squib’. The
participants in the meeting
were dubbed second-rank
leaders. So, another
outcome was rank
consciousness. Herein lies
the rub. The gerontocracy
is wary of vacating its
position to the next
generation. The sooner the
transition takes place, the
better will the nation’s
interest be served.

The meeting between the
Union Government and the
Jammu and Kashmir
leadership stands out for
the meet’s cordial
atmosphere. Leaders with
diverse backgrounds, and
of different generations, sat
for a few hours discussing
contentious issues without
acrimony, the sole focus
being only the welfare of
people of J&K and the
integrity of the country.
There is a message for the
country. Those in public
life who trade charges
against each other, in
language most foul, should
learn from the J&K
leadership that courtesy

»

begets courtesy.

V.I. RAJAGOPAL,
Jaipur, Rajasthan

Driving force

One recalls The Hindu’s
write-up on Sudharma in
its ‘Friday Review’ section
(September 2020),
commemorating its jubilee.
Mr. Sampath Kumar carried
forward his father’s legacy
in running the Sanskrit
daily with grit in spite of a
lack of patronage for the
newspaper and for the
Sanskrit media as a whole.

R. SIVAKUMAR,
Chennai
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What lies ahead for IBC and stressed assets resolution?

R. K. Bansal,
MD & CEO of
Edelweiss Asset
Reconstruction Co.,
is a former banker

Aparna Ravi,

a partner at
Samvad Partners,
was a member of
the Bankruptcy
Law Reform
Committee

Delhi’s lame duck Assembly
The GNCTD (Amendment) Act prohibits the exercise

The size of the haircut should not be the gauge
of the success of the IBC process

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC), notified in 2016, has
been the key mechanism for ad-
dressing corporate distress and the
accumulation of bad loans in the fi-
nancial sector since its implementa-
tion. Recent National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) rulings have also
put the spotlight on the IBC. In a
conversation moderated by Suresh
Seshadri, Aparna Ravi and R.K.
Bansal discuss questions about the
effectiveness of the process and the
road ahead. Edited excerpts:

It has been five years since the
IBC came into force. How has it
fared and what are its biggest
challenges?

R.K. Bansal: One basic difference
between us and other countries is
that our companies are mainly pro-
moter-owned and owners run the
companies. In most of the deve-
loped countries, companies are run
by professionals and the ownership
is widely spread. Here, because it is
owned and controlled as well as
managed by mostly the same peo-
ple, that creates a problem in taking
over the asset.

I think, overall, over the last five
years, it has done quite well. And
Section 29A [of the IBC], which was
introduced by the government later,
also helped in resolving some of
these problems.

I would say the recoveries and re-
solutions have been quite good,
quite fast, compared to other mea-
sures available to the lenders. To-
day, on average, one can see maybe
about three years [for recoveries
and resolutions] as compared to an
earlier timeline of five years, six
years or more. But there are infras-
tructure issues. We need more
NCLTs and we need more members.
There are a lot of vacancies, a lot of
delays in appointments, NCLAT [Na-
tional Company Law Appellate Tri-
bunal] benches are few. So, that is
one area perhaps that we need to
strengthen. The second issue is that
a lot of these are very old cases —
what we call stock of NPAs [Non-Per-
forming Assets]. So, once this round
is over, in future, perhaps, there will
be fewer cases and we should be

able to take care. The Act will do
better actually, if not many cases go
to the NCLT. Because the fear of los-
ing the company under Section 49A
will push the promoters to find a
resolution.

Aparna Ravi: The initial version of
the IBC that came into effect in De-
cember 2016 is quite different from
what we have today. But around this
whole issue about the NCLT’s func-
tioning itself — I think there have
been a lot of delays in implementa-
tion, whether it’s in terms of appro-
vals, having an application admitted
itself. In some situations, an applica-
tion is filed for admission and it
takes almost a year to actually be ad-
mitted. And even things like the ap-
proval of a resolution plan... The re-
solution plan that was approved for
Jet Airways recently was actually ap-
proved by the Creditors’ Committee
in October 2020. The NCLT has a ve-
ry limited role: it just needs to ap-
prove the resolution plan based on
whether the plan complies with ap-
plicable law. But it [resolution plan
for Jet Airways] was only approved
in June 2021. These kinds of delays
are a significant issue with the im-
plementation of the code, coupled
with the fact that even though the
Supreme Court has clarified a num-
ber of legal positions in the last few
years around the IBC, it doesn’t
seem like in some situations the tri-
bunals have laid to rest these posi-
tions. They still allow these same is-
sues to be litigated again. This
seems to me the biggest implemen-
tation challenge with the code itself.

There are concerns about the
extent of haircuts that banks
and financial creditors are
having to take in order to
achieve resolution. Are these
concerns valid or misplaced?

RKB: I would not say they are mis-
placed, but I would say we need to
understand the context. The haircut
figure looks large in some cases be-
cause of many reasons. I remember
the first case approved by the NCLT
was Synergies-Dooray, where the
haircut was 94%. But at that time
this was not prominent as this was a
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smaller case. Now, why does it hap-
pen? The claims filed are of three
types: secured lenders, operational
creditors, unsecured lenders, and
then you have a lot of guarantee
obligations of that company. Now,
that guarantee obligation some-
times makes the dues multiple
times that of a normal case. I have
seen some cases where the total
dues may be I500 crore, but be-
cause of the guarantee, the total
dues claimed are from 6,000 crore
to 7,000 crore. So, when the T500
crore company goes for resolution
and you get a plan for 3200 crore, it
is 40%, so the haircut is 60%. But
then if you compare this 3200 crore
figure with ¥7,000 crore-Z8,000
crore including guarantees, the
haircut will look very large. And this
happens typically in holding com-
panies, which are the main compa-
nies and which have given the gua-
rantees — whether it was OMML,
Lanco Infra, or even recently Video-
con, I mean those type of cases
where there are a lot of assets, a lot
of companies in the group, and gua-
rantee has been given for many of
these companies by this company.
So, now, the question is haircut is
relevant in the context of what is the
asset, what are the debts, what are
the guarantees, what are the other
group assets. Now, out of the first 12
cases filed by the banks in 2017,
even today, five got the resolution,
which were steel cases because steel
is a commodity sector and the as-
sets are good. So, you got very good
value in those. Out of five also their
percentages are different, of course:
Essar Steel or Bhushan Steel got
quite a good value, then Bhushan
Power and Steel somewhat lower,
and Monnet was the least in those
five cases. Then, you had a compa-
ny called Binani Cement which was
not out of the 12 but you got almost

If the process itself is to
improve, what we need to
think about is how to
attract more buyers or a
more diverse range of
strategic buyers to be
willing to bid for assets, and
submit resolution plans
under the code.

APARNA RAVI
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more than 100% because the asset
was good. Then you had two, three
cases which are going into liquida-
tion, so banks may not get much —
the haircut could be as high as 99%
or 95%. Like Lanco Infra, which was
a holding company again, or an EPC
[engineering procurement and con-
struction] company like Era Infra or
Jyothi Structures.

Finally, it depends on the compa-
ny and its asset. You will get value if
the asset is good. Some businesses
would have failed, like many of the
EPC companies, where haircuts are
very high. Because basically in an
EPC company there are hardly any
assets, except some equipment.
And some of them have diverted
funds. Some of them lost money in
contracts, government dues are
there, government departments or
entities actually withheld dues, le-
vied a lot of penalties because of the
delays. I think you need to under-
stand that.

AR: I don’t think the size of the hair-
cut itself is really a measure of the
success of IBC. If the process itself is
to improve, what we need to think
about is how to attract more buyers
or a more diverse range of strategic
buyers to be willing to bid for assets,
and submit resolution plans under
the code. And I think a big part of
that is improving the process in
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terms of minimising the delays, in-
creasing the predictability. Those
are issues that do need to be ironed
out.

Is there something, especially
from the legal side, that can be
done to improve the process?

AR: One thing is, of course, adhe-
rence to the timelines by all the sta-
keholders. The other area, from a
legal point of view, is around who
can submit a resolution plan itself.
And I think on that Mr. Bansal too
had a number of views on Section
29A that prevents promoters, in a
lot of cases, from submitting resolu-
tion plans. I understand the ration-
ale behind this, and there are some
restrictions under Section 29A that
make a lot of sense — for example, a
wilful defaulter probably should not
be allowed to submit a resolution
plan under the IBC. But some of the
other restrictions such as one on [a
promoter] who has had NPAs for ov-
er a year, or who’s had a personal
guarantee that has been invoked...
in those cases I think that would re-
sult in a lot of the promoters of most
companies not being able to submit
resolution plans. There has been a
relaxation which allows MSMEs to
have greater flexibility in terms of
promoters being able to submit re-
solution plans for these companies.
This is something that can be consi-
dered just to lay the floor open to a
larger number of resolution plans.
Of course, nobody is required to ac-
cept a resolution plan. There needs
to be a fair process where many of
the processes are open to a number
of people. Allowing certain relaxa-
tions to Section 29A could be
helpful.

Do you see a larger role for the
proposed national ARC in
stressed assets resolution?

RKB: The national ARC (Asset Re-
construction Company), or so
called ‘bad bank’, should help. It’s a
good thing because it’s a one-time
exercise, a good clean-up exercise.
Because a lot of these cases don’t
have a great resolution plan or they
don’t have great value left. So, many
of these cases perhaps need to be
warehoused for some time. If I try to
sell a power plant today in thermal
power, we may get a value of only 32

@M 3

FROM THE ARCHIVES

crore per megawatt, while the coun-
try will still need power and a power
plant requires 35 crore-36 crore per
megawatt just to build up because
there is excess capacity, because
there is a problem in the thermal
power sector. The other point is that
there are not many strategic inves-
tors. An asset will have interest or
value only if there are more people
who are ready to buy, like say the
steel cases, where there were a
number of suitors. But today in
power, there’s hardly one or two pe-
ople in India who will be interested
in buying power assets, and typical-
ly foreign players don’t buy thermal
power because of the coal issue and
social issues. So, what happens is,
today you need to wait for some
time for some of these assets. You
have to work along, then your re-
covery will be far, far better. A na-
tional ARC will give the time to the
banks to resolve these cases over a
period of time.

Besides strengthening the IBC
infrastructure, how else could
resolution be expedited?

AR: What we do see is that some-
times there isn’t an appointment
made for these benches for some
time... there’s one judicial member
who is in charge of two benches.
Some of those NCLT benches only
function on certain days of the week
because that’s when the judicial
member or the technical member
are both available, so definitely
there needs to be capacity building
in terms of NCLT. It’s also worth
considering that the IBC cases are
not the only mandate of the NCLT.
They also consider various cases un-
der the Companies Act such as
mergers or oppression and misman-
agement cases. A different point is
also to remember that the IBC is not
the only solution for resolving
stress. It’s important to look at a
range of different options both with-
in and outside the IBC for resolving
distress, and especially through
these pre-IBC mechanisms, one-
time settlements, restructuring
packages. It’s important to look at
them all as part of the spectrum. Es-
pecially in cases where there is
some consensus with the debtor
and the debtor and the creditors,
these pre-IBC resolutions may work
very well as well.

2% Windw,

of free speech in the Assembly and its committees

SHOURYA DASGUPTA

The Government of National Capital
Territory of Delhi (GNCTD)(Amend-
ment) Act, 2021 has been extensively
criticised as a retrograde law that
turns the clock back on representa-
tive democracy. The bulk of criticism
has been focused on the reduced au-
tonomy of the elected government
and the consequent vesting of several
crucial powers in the unelected Lieu-
tenant Governor, who is the repre-
sentative of the Union government.
This is largely attributable to public
consciousness of the regular skir-
mishes between the elected govern-
ment and the Lieutenant Governor.
However, what deserves equal con-
demnation is the Act’s assault on the
functioning of Delhi’s Legislative As-
sembly, which has been sought to be
reduced to a lame duck.

A delicate balance
When the GNCTD Act was enacted in
1992, the Legislative Assembly was gi-
ven the power to regulate its own
procedure, as well as the conduct of
its business. This was subject to very
limited exceptions concerning finan-
cial matters and scrutiny over the
Lieutenant Governor’s discretionary
role. This sought to realise a delicate
balance reflecting Delhi’s unique
constitutional position: neither full
state nor a centrally governed Union
Territory. However, the Amendment
Act drives a coach and horses
through this scheme. Now, Delhi’s
Assembly has no more functional in-
dependence worth its name. Its stan-
dards of procedure and conduct of
business have been firmly tethered to
that of the Lok Sabha, depriving Del-
hi’s elected MLAs of an effective say
in how their Assembly should be run.
Even more insidiously, the Amending
Act prohibits the Assembly from
making any rule enabling either itself
or its committees to consider any is-
sue concerned with “the day-to-day
administration of the capital” or
“conduct inquiries in relation to ad-
ministrative decisions”. This is
rounded off by providing that any
rule made before the Amendment
Act came into effect that runs coun-
ter to this formulation shall be void.
The most insidious impact of this
shall be to the exercise of free speech
in the Assembly and its committees.
Assituation where an elected Assemb-
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ly is prohibited by law from discuss-
ing matters concerning the day-to-
day administration of its own territo-
ry is one where it is dead on arrival.
How can the Assembly be expected
to perform its most basic legislative
function — that of holding the execu-
tive to account — if it cannot guaran-
tee itself the ability to freely discuss
the goings on in the capital? What is
the use of electing MLAs and endow-
ing them with legislative privilege if
they are unable to discuss the gover-
nance of the very constituents who
elected them?

Impact on committees

A note of alarm must also be sounded
for the effect on the functioning of
the Assembly’s committees. These
committees are usually inured from
the sound and fury of political
theatre that pervade sittings of the
whole Assembly. Away from the glare
of cameras, cooler heads usually pre-
vail and important work gets done.
Inquiries are conducted, witnesses
and documents are examined, and
reports on relevant issues are writ-
ten. The deliberations and inputs of
committees often pave the way for in-
telligent legislative action. In a way,
they act as the eyes and ears for the
whole House, which has neither the
time nor the expertise to scrutinise
issues in depth. It would be impossi-
ble for committees to perform this
function without the power to con-
duct inquiries. It is true that many of
these inquiries are bound to be
broad-based and roving in nature,
and may even lead to legislative dead
ends. But to pre-emptively injunct a
committee from conducting an inqui-
ry “in relation to the administrative
decisions” (an extremely broad ex-
ception) completely negates the abil-
ity of committees to function effec-
tively as the Assembly’s advisors and
agents. The quality of legislative work
emanating from the Assembly is thus
ultimately bound to suffer.

This clinical purge of its critical le-
gislative functions has rendered the
Delhi Assembly a ‘legislature’ in
name only, unable both to articulate
the concerns of the electorate and
hold the political executive to ac-
count. Surely, Delhi’s voters deserve
better than that.

Shourya Dasgupta is an advocate practising

in Delhi
»
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Tracking down meetings behind the scenes
Reporting on back-channel talks is a large part of covering diplomacy

SUHASINI HAIDAR

News is a chase, I remem-
ber thinking, as we sped
down that long, dimly lit
road in Sharm El Sheikh,
trying to keep up with the
Pakistani Foreign Secre-
tary’s car. We had spied
him leaving the hotel
where the Indian delega-
tion was staying and went
in pursuit of the car, hop-
ing to doorstep him into
telling us where India-Pa-
kistan negotiations, on the
sidelines of the Non-
Aligned Movement meet
being held at the Egyptian
resort town in 2009, were
headed. Much of diplomat-
ic coverage means tracking
down such meetings be-
hind the scenes and back-
channel contacts between
governments of countries
that aren’t otherwise will-
ing to speak about their bi-
lateral dialogue. Eventual-
ly, the Pakistani diplomat
rewarded our persistence
with an interview, but that
was a rare moment of luck.
Journalists trying to cover
such awkward téte-a-tétes
normally find themselves
dealing with aggressive se-
curity guards, hostile offi-

cials, and official denials
for their stories.

In 2002, I was accosted
by an irate posse of Indian
officials in Kathmandu for
reporting that a meeting
had been planned between
then Foreign Ministers Jas-
want Singh and Sartaj Aziz,
on the sidelines of the
SAARC summit in progress.
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee had just ex-
changed an unexpected
but frosty handshake with
Pakistan President General
Pervez Musharraf who had
walked up to him on stage
and practically forced him
into the gesture. The event
came a month after the Par-
liament attack, and Indian
and Pakistani troops had
begun their massive build-
up (Op Parakram) at the
Line of Control. The offi-
cials who met me angrily
denied our story and want-
ed us to retract it. Fortu-
nately we were saved from
the dire consequences they
threatened us with, when
an intrepid Nepali photog-
rapher released a photo of
the two Foreign Ministers
engaged in talks inside the
conference hall and even
exchanging what appeared

to be handwritten notes.
The truth is that such
contacts are discovered or
reported only a fraction of
the time they occur: given
security restrictions and
shrinking access to official
events, journalists have to
be very lucky or well
sourced to even know that
these meetings are taking
place. A few years ago,
some of the most senior In-
dian and Pakistani journal-
ists were at a conference in
Bangkok, and had no idea
that just a few hotels away,
National Security Adviser
(NSA) Ajit Doval and senior
Indian officials were meet-
ing with Pakistani NSA Na-
sir Janjua and their coun-
terparts. At other times,
the chase has been made
impossible by logistics: at
the SAARC summit in the
Maldives, the organisers
ensured total privacy by
housing all official delega-
tions on a completely diffe-
rent island from the jour-
nalists. No boats were
made available for us to tra-
vel across. Travel restric-
tions that have followed the
COVID-19 pandemic are
making the situation more
difficult, as reporters cover-

ing the recent back-chan-
nel contacts between India
and Pakistan and India and
the Taliban have found out,
as despite various officials
confirming the meetings,
there are no eyewitness ac-
counts of them.

Perhaps the most legen-
dary dodge by interlocu-
tors came about 50 years
ago, when U.S. presidential
adviser Henry Kissinger
went on his secret visit to
Beijing to negotiate the
opening of U.S.-China di-
plomatic relations. He went
first to Islamabad, just so
that he could shake all jour-
nalists off his trail, with
help from the Pakistani go-
vernment. During a dinner
hosted by President Yahya
Khan, Kissinger feigned an
illness “due to the heat”
and was “invited” to spend
a few days in the hill station
at Nathia Gali outside Isla-
mabad. Once he was away
from the prying eyes of the
media, and even his own
State Department officials,
Kissinger was driven to the
tarmac where a Pakistani
plane was waiting to fly
him to his secret meeting.
Operation Marco Polo had
just begun.

FIFTY YEARS AGO jULY 2, 1971

Nixon aide to visit India, Islamabad

Washington, July 1: President Nixon’s foreign
policy advisor, Mr. Henry Kissinger, who will
be visiting Delhi and Islamabad shortly, in
the course of a much broader and separate
assignment dealing with Vietnam, is under-
stood to have undertaken this side-trip to
gauge the reaction of the two countries to
the stance the U.S. has taken on East Bengal
so far. The visit was arranged on the U.S.’s in-
itiative and sources here said that Mr. Kissin-
ger rather than Secretary of State Rogers was
chosen for the purpose because President
Nixon wanted to give the mission a White
House rather than a State Department
stamp. Sources here cautioned against read-
ing too much into Mr. Kissinger’s trip to In-
dia — they suggested that his mission was
primarily connected with the Vietnam war
and discussions in that regard in Saigon. The
sources added that while in Delhi, Mr. Kiss-
inger will in all probability try to cool the
tempers there — tempers which have been
frayed considerably by the continued supply
of American war material to the Pakistan ar-
my. Mr. Kissinger would in this connection
urge India to continue to follow a policy of
“restraint”. In Islamabad, Mr. Kissinger, the
sources said, would once again try to nudge
Yahya Khan to move a “little more rapidly”
towards a restoration of normalcy in East
Bengal.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO jULY 2, 1921

The disappearance of colds

The Medical Correspondent of the “Times”
writes in its Trade Supplement: - Few more
astonishing examples of the inter-relation-
ship of health and work have ever been af-
forded than the gradual clearing away of
smoke which has taken place in the atmos-
pheres of all our great cities during the pre-
sent crisis. It is a tragic spectacle enough;
but if the lessons which it teaches are
learned, we may yet be able to reap some ad-
vantage from it. The first of these lessons is
evidently purely commercial. It is the sheer,
the absurd, waste represented by all this un-
burnt and half-burnt fuel which ten thou-
sand chimneys belch into our air. This les-
son does not concern health except in so far
as it indicates in what way man may cheat
himself of the fruit of his labour and so re-
main a poorer individual than he need —and
hence a less healthy one. The second lesson
concerns us all. For this coal dust, so freely
driven into our air, is an irritant. It is more-
over a screen shutting out that portion of the
sunlight which acts as a cleanser and a killer
of bacteria.
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Nine European
nations clear SII jab

The European Medicines
Agency (EMA), which creat-
ed the authorised list, is yet
to include Covishield, which
is based on AstraZeneca’s
formula, as an acceptable
vaccine. The nine countries’
move showed that some EU
member-states are making
individual policies that are
suitable to their health and
international requirements.

Air France has declared
that Indian passengers who
have taken doses cleared by
the EMA are required to un-
dergo seven days of “man-
datory quarantine”.

“These passengers must
present a COVID-19 vaccina-

tion certificate demonstrat-
ing that at least four weeks
have elapsed since the first
dose of Johnson & Johnson
vaccine, or two weeks have
elapsed since the second
dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech,
AstraZeneca or Moderna
vaccine, or since the first
dose of these vaccines if the
passenger holds proof that
they previously have been
infected with COVID-19,”
said Air France, laying down
the domestic requirement,
which places additional
conditions on even those In-
dian passengers who have
taken doses of the vaccines
meant for the “Green Pass”.

In last academic year,
22% schools had Internet

The vast majority of the
country’s 26 crore school-
children have not set foot in
a school since then, depend-
ing instead on various forms
of distance education.

The availability of digital
education — whether via
live, synchronous teaching
on apps like Zoom, or
through recorded lectures,
emails, WhatsApp or educa-
tional apps — was largely de-
pendent on  whether
schools, teachers and pa-
rents had access to the ne-
cessary infrastructure. In
many States, teachers came
to school and taught in their
own empty classrooms, us-
ing their blackboards and
lab facilities, while facing a
computer screen that com-
municated the lessons to
their students at home.

However, the UDISE+ da-
ta makes clear the digital di-
vide, which made this a via-
ble option only in some
States.

In many Union Territo-
ries, as well as in the State of
Kerala, more than 90% of
schools, both government
and private, had access to
working computers.

In States such as Chhattis-
garh (83%) and Jharkhand
(73%), installation of com-
puter facilities in most go-
vernment schools paid off,
while in others such as Ta-
mil Nadu (77%), Gujarat
(74%) and Maharashtra
(71%), private schools had
higher levels of computer
availability than govern-
ment schools.

However, in States such
as Assam (13%), Madhya Pra-
desh (13%), Bihar (14%),
West Bengal (14%), Tripura

(15%) and Uttar Pradesh
(18%), less than one in five
schools had working com-
puters. The situation is
worse in  government
schools, with less than 5% of
Uttar Pradesh’s government
schools having the facility.

The connectivity divide is
even starker. Only three
States — Kerala (88%), Delhi
(86%) and Gujarat (71%) —
have Internet facilities in
more than half their
schools. This will make it
hard for most schools to im-
plement the options for hy-
brid learning as schools try
to re-open with staggered
attendance post the pan-
demic.

More encouragingly, 90%
of schools across the coun-
try have facilities for hand-
washing, which will gain ad-
ded importance as they
implement COVID-19 safety
protocols while reopening.
More than 80% of schools
conducted medical check-
ups during the year before
the pandemic. Temperature
testing and monitoring of
symptoms need to become
a daily activity, according to
the Centre’s heath protocol
for schools wishing to
reopen.

The Gross Enrolment Ra-
tio (GER) improved in 2019-
20, with 98% of students in
Classes 1-8 attending school,
though the GER for secon-
dary and senior secondary
students stood at 78% and
51% respectively.

The dropout rate at se-
condary level was 17% in
2019-20, with experts warn-
ing that dropouts are likely
to surge due to the
pandemic.

Akhil Gogoi freed in
CAA violence case

He had spent the last few
months in the Gauhati Med-
ical College and Hospital
due to ailments. He
slammed the BJP-led State
government for “misusing”
the UAPA and the NIA. The
court’s judgment would in-
fluence future cases, he stat-
ed.

Soon after his release, Mr.
Gogoi visited the house of
Sam Stafford, a school stu-
dent who was among the
five persons killed in the an-
ti-CAA violence in Guwaha-
ti. He expressed solidarity
with the parents of the boy
who died in police firing.

Mr. Gogoi’s advocate
Shantanu Borthakur said
three others - Dharjya Kon-
war, Manas Konwar and Bit-
tu Sonowal - who were ar-
rested with him were also
discharged on Thursday.
The three, members of va-

rious wings of the Krishak
Mukti Sangram Samiti that
Mr. Gogoi had founded, had
been out on bail.

“The court’s ruling has
exposed the State govern-
ment’s attempts to target
our party president,” Bhas-
co de Saikia, Raijor Dal
working president, said.

The NIA court last week
granted two days’ parole to
Mr. Gogoi to meet members
of his family in Guwahati
and eastern Assam’s Jorhat.
His 84-year-old mother Pri-
yada Gogoi is ailing. She had
campaigned for her son in
the May 27 Assembly elec-
tions.

“My focus will be on
working for the develop-
ment of my constituency be-
sides opposing any anti-peo-
ple policy the government
tries to impose,” Mr. Gogoi
said.

‘Talks between Lanka
and India are necessary’

STAFF REPORTER
SALEM

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin is
of the view that talks bet-
ween India and Sri Lanka are
necessary to find a perma-
nent solution to the attacks
on Tamil Nadu’s fishermen
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by the Sri Lankan Navy, Fish-
eries and Animal Husbandry
Minister Anitha R. Radhak-
rishnan said.

“Whenever such incidents
occur, he immediately con-
tacts the Prime Minister and
the Home Minister,” he said.

»

But IMD says the monsoon will recover only after the second week of the month

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) has said the
monsoon is unlikely to re-
cover significantly until the
second week of July.

Currently, it is stalled and
has not progressed into
much of northwest India in
spite of a very strong start in
June.

This hiatus could affect
sowing in northwest India.

In a monthly update, the
IMD on Thursday forecast
rainfall for July over the
country as a whole to “most
likely be normal” (defined as
being 96 to 104% of the his-
torical average). July and Au-
gust are the rainiest mon-
soon months, contributing
over two-thirds of the rain-
fall and, therefore, critical to
kharif crop sowing in most of
the country.

Until June 19, monsoon
rainfall was exceptionally
high, with the average rain-
fall exceeding 40% of what is

Worrying break: Last year, too, the monsoon had a strong

start but faltered in July. =H.visHu

normal, and since then, rain-
fall has been declining.

6% more than normal

In June, India normally gets
17.5 cm of rainfall, but this
year, it has been 18.7 cm, or
6% more than normal.

The IMD said the mon-
soon had covered most of
the country except parts of
Rajasthan, Delhi, Punjab and
Haryana, and this was un-
likely to happen until July se-

New deputy chiefs for

Army and Air Force
V.R. Chaudhari, S.K. Sharma take charge

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Air Marshal Vivek Ram
Chaudhari took over as
Vice-Chief of the Air Staff on
Thursday, while Lt. Gen.
Sanjeev Kumar Sharma as-
sumed office as the Deputy
Chief of the Army Staff
(Strategy).

Air Marshal Chaudhari
was commissioned into the
fighter stream of the Air
Force on December 29,
1982, and has a flying expe-
rience of more than 3,800
hours on a wide variety of
fighter and trainer aircraft,
an IAF statement said.

He is an alumnus of the
National Defence Academy
and the Defence Services
Staff College, Wellington.
Prior to the present appoint-
ment, he was Air Officer
Commanding-in-Chief
(AOC-in-C) of the Western
Air Command. He succeeds
Air Marshal H.S. Arora, who
retired on Wednesday after
over 39 years of service.

Air Marshal B.R. Krishna,
who was the Director-Gen-
eral (DG), Air Operations,

No review of
Maratha quota
judgment

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has re-
fused to review its judg-
ment holding the Maratha

reservation law
unconstitutional.
The court had also held,

in a majority view, that the
Centre alone was empo-
wered to identify Socially
and Educationally Back-
ward Classes (SEBC) to in-
clude them in the Central
List for claiming reserva-
tion benefits.

“The various grounds ta-
ken in the review petition
have already been dealt
with in the main judgment.
We do not find any suffi-
cient ground to entertain
this review petition,” a five-
judge Bench led by Justice
Ashok Bhushan said on
Thursday.

In May, the Bench had
unanimously declared the
Maharashtra State law,
which provides reservation
benefits to the Maratha
community, taking the qu-
ota limit in the State in ex-
cess of 50%, as
unconstitutional.

The court had also re-
fused to revisit its 1992 In-
dra Sawhney verdict that
fixed the ceiling limit for
reservation at 50%. Howev-
er, the majority view auth-
ored by Justice S. Ravindra
Bhat had held a “different”
opinion about the validity
of the 102nd Constitutional
Amendment.

Justice Bhat had held
that the Centre alone was
empowered to identify
SEBC for the Central List.

SEs
Vivek Ram Chaudhari

took over as the new AOC-
in-C of the Western Air Com-
mand and Air Marshal P.M.
Sinha assumed office as DG,
Air Operations.

The Deputy Chief (Strate-
gy), a third and a new verti-
cal created for overseeing
the Army’s operations and
intelligence  directorates,
among other important
branches, was one of the
most crucial appointments
in the Army, said an officer.

Lt. Gen. Sharma was the
Director General of Military
Intelligence prior to the new
appointment.

He was commissioned in-
to the Rajputana Rifles in
December 1983.

cond week. The key reasons
for that were neutral El Nino-
Southern Oscillation (ENSO)
conditions that were likely to
continue over the equatorial
Pacific Ocean and that there
was a enhanced possibility
of development of negative
Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD)
conditions over the Indian
Ocean during July-Septem-
ber. Both of these related to
sea surface temperatures
and currently seemed unfa-

vourable to abetting the
MONsSoon progress.

Last year, too, the mon-
soon had a strong start but
faltered in July, leading to
one of the driest in the last
five years. However, this was
followed by excessive rains
in August and September.

In June, the IMD said
monsoon rains would be
101% of the Long Period Av-
erage (LPA) of 88 cm.

Note to agriculturists
IMD Director-General Mru-
tunjay Mohapatra said,
“Agriculturists carrying out
rice transplanting in north-
west India should be careful
as no significant monsoon
rain is expected this week.
There are also no convective
systems forming in the Bay
of Bengal and this is unlikely
until July second week”.

Historically, the monsoon
covered the entire country
by July 8, and within that,
there was a week’s buffer, he
added.

Nirav’s sister transfers
17.25 cr. to govt. account

She was made an approver in January

DEVESH K. PANDEY
NEW DELHI

Purvi Modi, who turned an
approver in the money laun-
dering case against her
brother Nirav Modi and oth-
ers, remitted $23,16,889.03
to the Union government’s
account.

The amount, equivalent
to about 17.25 crore, was
parked in a London bank ac-
count opened in her name
at the instance of her
brother.

Full disclosure

In January this year, Ms. Mo-
di and her husband, Maiank
Mehta, were allowed by a
special court to become ap-
provers in the case on the
condition that they would
make a full and true disclo-
sure. The agency had earlier
filed a chargesheet each in
the case in May 2018 and Fe-
bruary 2019, in which Ms.
Modi and her husband were
listed as accused.

Anshu Prakash case: SC
rejects Delhi Police plea

‘An investigating agency has to abide by the duty to be fair’

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday declined a Delhi
Police appeal against a High
Court order, which directed
it to share a witness’s state-
ment with Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia and
11 other AAP MLAs in a case
relating to the alleged as-
sault on the then Delhi Chief
Secretary, Anshu Prakash, at
a February 2018 meeting.

A Bench of Justices D.Y.
Chandrachud and M.R. Shah
cut short the police’s line of
argument that the statement
cannot be shared with the
accused.

“You, as an investigating
agency, cannot pick and
choose. An investigating
agency has to abide by the
duty to be fair. If the state-
ment [of the former adviser]
has been recorded, why
can’t you give a copy,” Jus-
tice Chandrachud asked Ad-
ditional  Solicitor-General

Anshu Prakash

Aman Lekhi, appearing for
the police.

V.K. Jain statement

Mr. Lekhi said the statement
of V.K. Jain, who claimed to
have attended the 2018
meeting, was part of the
case diary and need not be
shared.

“The statement was only
reflected in the case diary,”
Justice Shah said, stressing
that Mr. Jain’s written state-
ment had an existence inde-
pendent of the case diary.

Justice Chandrachud said
the police were merely rais-

ing “technical” grounds and
should rely on common
sense to give the accused a
copy of the statement in or-
der to fulfil the objective of a
fair trial. The High Court de-
cision had upheld an accu-
sed’s right to fair trial. “For
you, this may be a political
hot potato, but it is nothing
for us legally... This is not
worth it,” he orally
observed.

Mr. Kejriwal, in his plea
before the High Court, ac-
cused the prosecution of
withholding the statement
of Mr. Jain because it did not
suit the prosecution case.

Mr. Jain, in the 2018 state-
ment, stated that the meet-
ing between the AAP leaders
and Mr. Prakash was on the
issue of the “doorstep deliv-
ery of ration, advertisement
funds release and the slow
processing of files”. During
the meeting, Mr. Jain stated
that he went to the wash-
room and upon returning,
saw Mr. Prakash leaving.

Detence service workers barred from strike

Ordinance notifies prison term and fines for inciting strikes declared as illegal

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Union Law Ministry late
on Wednesday notified an
Ordinance that prohibited
employees engaged in essen-
tial defence services from
taking part in any agitation
or strike.

The Essential Defence Ser-
vices Ordinance, 2021,
comes in the backdrop of
major federations affiliated
with the 76,000 employees
of the Ordnance Factory
Board (OFB) making an an-
nouncement that they would
go on indefinite strike from
July 26 in protest against the
government’s decision to
corporatise the OFB.

The notification stated
that President Ram Nath Ko-
vind “is satisfied that circum-
stance exists for the Ordi-
nance as Parliament is not in
session”.

“Any person, who com-

Dissent not allowed: A protest in Jabalpur against the move to
privatise 41 ordnance factories. =fiLE PHOTO

mences a strike which is ille-
gal under this Ordinance or
goes or remains on, or other-
wise takes part in, any such
strike, shall be punishable
with imprisonment for a
term, which may extend to
one year, or with fine, which
may extend to 10,000, or
both,” the Law Ministry noti-
fication said.

The notification added

Cannot fix time limit in
defection pleas, says SC

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday put on hold a peti-
tion to frame guidelines for
fixing time limits by which
the Speakers of Parliament
and the Assemblies should
decide defection petitions
against MLAs.

A Bench led by Chief Jus-
tice N.V. Ramana prima fa-
cie said the court cannot le-
gislate. “It is the prerogative
of the House... We cannot

fix time limits,” the Bench
said.

The Bench, however,
gave the lawyer for the peti-
tioner, Ranajit Mukherjee,
time to study a judgment of
the Supreme Court in the
Karnataka MLAS’ case on
the point.

The Karnataka judgment
of 2019 had said Speakers
who cannot veer away from
their constitutional duty to
remain neutral do not de-
serve the chair.

that anyone instigating or in-
citing others to take part in a
strike declared illegal under
the Ordinance shall also be
punished with imprison-
ment for a term that may ex-
tend up to two years, apart
from having to pay fines.
The gazette notification
said employees involved in
the production of defence
equipment, services and op-

eration, or maintenance of
any industrial establishment
connected with the military,
as well as those employed in
the repair and maintenance
of defence products, would
come under the purview of
the Ordinance. Following
the Cabinet decision, De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh
said there would be no
change in the service condi-
tions of employees of the
OFB, and the decision was
aimed at boosting India’s de-
fence manufacturing sector.

On June 16, the Union Ca-
binet approved a long-pend-
ing proposal to restructure
the nearly 200-year-old Ord-
nance Factory Board — oper-
ating 41 ammunition and
military equipment produc-
tion facilities — into seven
State-owned corporations to
improve its accountability,
efficiency and competitive-
ness.

Withdraw ‘draconian’
Ordinance, says CPI

It bans strikes in ordnance factories

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Communist Party of In-
dia (CPI) has condemned
the Essential Defence Ser-
vices Ordinance, 2021, pro-
mulgated by the Union go-
vernment that bans all
strikes in Indian ordnance
factories, and demanded
that it be withdrawn imme-
diately.

The party, in a statement

here, said the government
claimed that only four pu-
blic sector units must re-
main in the strategic sector.
The 41 Indian ordnance fac-
tories were being converted
into seven corporations.
The Ordinance had been
brought to crush strikes, the
last available option for the
unions. “This is draconian
and against the legal right of
the employees,” CPI said.

»
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Nirav Modi

On June 24, she informed
the Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) that she had come
to know about the London
account opened in her
name and that the funds did
not belong to her.

“As Purvi Modi was al-
lowed tender of pardon on
conditions of making full
and true disclosure, Ms. Mo-
di remitted an amount of
$23,16,889.03 from her U.K.
bank account to the bank
account of the Government
of India, Enforcement Di-
rectorate,” said an official.

Oil well blowout: SC
stays order on panel

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday stayed a National
Green Tribunal (NGT) verdict
appointing the managing
director of the company
behind the blowout at Well
No. 5 in the Baghjan Oilfield
operated by Oil India Limited
(OIL), as a member of its
committee assigned to
determine the responsibility
and compensation for the
restoration of the Dibru
Saikhowa National Park in
Assam, which was severely
damaged in the event in May
2020. The court decided to
list the case after three
weeks.

Gulshan case: HC upholds
life term for assailant
MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court on
Thursday upheld the life
imprisonment of Abdul Rauf
Dawood Merchant for the
murder of Gulshan Kumar,
founder of the T-Series music
label, on August 12, 1997. It
upheld the acquittal of film
producer Ramesh Taurani in
the case. A Division Bench of
Justices Sadhana Jadhav and
N.R. Borkar overturned the
acquittal of Abdul Rashid
Dawood Merchant in the case
and convicted him. The Bench
said, "The appellant [Abdul
Rauf] has criminal
antecedents and is not
entitled for remission as he
absconded right after his
arrest. Hence, in the interest
of justice at large, appellant
does not deserve any
leniency.”

Deshmukh’s staff admits
he had role in postings
MUMBAI

Maharashtra's former Home
Minister and Nationalist
Congress Party leader Anil
Deshmukh's private secretary
Sanjeev Palande has admitted
that Mr. Deshmukh had a role
in the transfer posting of
police officers, especially in
the posting of Indian Police
Service (IPS) officers. The
special Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) court
on Thursday had extended
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) custody given to Mr.
Deshmukh's aides — his
personal assistant Kundan
Shinde, and Mr. Palande — till
July 6. They were arrested on
June 26.

‘Ensure free and fair zilla
panchayat chief polls’
LUCKNOW

The Allahabad High Court on
Thursday directed the
Election Commission to
ensure free and fair elections
to the posts of zilla panchayat
president in Uttar Pradesh
amid allegations that
pressure was being created
on candidates so as to
influence the polls in favour
of the BJP candidates.

A Division Bench of Justices
Rajan Roy and Saurabh
Lavania on July 1 passed the
order on a writ petition filed
by an election candidate of
the Samajwadi Party from
Sitapur.
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Scribes must
not dramatise
incidents: HC

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW

A journalist is not expected
to dramatise a sensational
and horrifying incident
and make news by putting
the subject in a pitiable
condition and in danger of
death, the Allahabad High
Court has said.

The court made the ob-
servation while rejecting a
bail plea of a journalist in
Lucknow, who is co-ac-
cused of abetting a per-
son’s suicide and filming it
outside the U.P. Vidhan
Sabha last year. “The jour-
nalist keeps an eye on anti-
cipated or sudden events
happening in society and
brings them to the infor-
mation of all the people
through various news me-
dia without any tampering,
this is his business,” the
court said on June 21.

Journalists Shamim Ah-
mad and Naushad Ahmad
allegedly contacted a man
who was facing eviction
from his house and in-
duced him to set himself
ablaze in front of the As-
sembly so that they may
film the incident and tele-
cast it. The journalists al-
legedly surmised that if the
tenant did as they suggest-
ed, no one would be able to
evict him from the house.

The person died in a
hospital on October 24,
2020.

Justice Vikas Kunvar Sri-
vastav said that from the
details and statements re-
corded in the case, it was
prima facie established
that accused Shamim Ah-
mad tempted the deceased
that if he attempted to take
his own life in front of the
Assembly, the video-filmed
act would prevent him
from being evicted.

Army working to deal with drone threat

General Naravane says talks are on with China at various levels, which has helped build trust

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Army chief Gen. Manoj Nara-
vane on Thursday said that
with the easy availability of
drones, they would be in-
creasingly used in all sorts of
combat, both by state and
non-state actors, and capa-
bilities were being deve-
loped to deal with them.

On the Ladakh stand-off,
he said the situation on the
ground had been normal
since February and talks
were on with China at diffe-
rent levels that had helped
build trust between the two
sides.

His comments came after
explosions last Sunday at the
Jammu Air Force station,
which were believed to have
been carried out using
drones, the first such attack
in the country. “We are
seized of this problem. We
have put in place certain
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Keeping watch: Security personnel standing guard outside
the IAF station in Jammu on Tuesday. =i

measures. All our troops on
the ground have been sensi-
tised for this evolving threat
and we are developing capa-
bilities to deal with that,
whether by state-sponsored
or by states themselves. We
are developing capabilities
to deal with the drone threat
both in the kinetic and non-
kinetic realm,” Gen. Nara-

vane said at a webinar organ-
ised by Global Counter-Ter-
rorism Council in
association with the Depart-
ment of Defence Production.

He stated that they were
catering to both the offen-
sive use of drones and defen-
sive measures or the coun-
ter-drone systems to prevent
attacks on any critical instal-

lations whether by state or
non-state actors.

On the stand-off in East-
ern Ladakh, he noted that
the situation had been nor-
mal since the disengagement
in February from the north-
ern and southern banks of
Pangong Tso (lake) as well as
the Kailash ranges. “Since
then, both sides have strictly
adhered in letter and spirit
to the disengagement that
was agreed upon,” he
observed.

LoC situation
The two sides were engaged
at different levels — political,
diplomatic and military.
“This has helped build trust
between the two sides and
going ahead we are sure we
will be able to resolve all the
remaining issues,” he said.
On the situation along the
Line of Control (LoC), he
said that since the ceasefire

Won't link J&K polls with statehood: Lone

His party has come under fire for not raising Article 370 with the PM

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR

People’s Conference (PC)
chairman Sajad Lone said
that he would not link elec-
tions with the restoration of
statehood, reflecting a wil-
lingness to follow the
Centre’s timeline of holding
elections after the delimita-
tion process in Jammu and
Kashmir and restoring state-
hood later.

“I'would say that the state-
hood should be restored
now. Not as a matter of char-
ity, but as a matter of right. I
wouldn’t link elections with
statehood,” Mr. Lone said.

Sajad Lone

Unlike National Confe-
rence’s Omar Abdullah and
Peoples Democratic Party’s
Mehbooba Mufti, who have
decided not to contest elec-
tions in the Union Territory
but only in the State of J&K,
Mr. Lone said, “I will not say
that I will myself boycott the

elections and the party will
contest. We all are equal.”

On the all-party meeting
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on June 24, Mr.
Lone said: “There are no
winners and losers. It is a
long process.”

Mr. Lone’s party has come
under criticism from Gupkar
Alliance leaders for failing to
raise the issue of Article 370
with the PM and describing
it as sub judice.

Mr. Lone, who quit the
Gupkar Alliance earlier this
year, said he was ready to be
part of the delimitation pro-
cess if invited.

CJI condemns attacks on doctors

‘They have stood like a rock between COVID-19 and thousands of patients’

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Chief Justice of India N.V. Ra-
mana on Thursday con-
demned the brutal attacks
on doctors who have stood
like a rock between the CO-
VID-19 virus and thousands
of emotionally and physical-
ly vulnerable patients con-
fined to isolation in hospital
wards during the pandemic.
“Why is it that the medical
professionals are at the re-
ceiving end for someone els-
e’s failure? Issues such as in-
sufficient number of medical
professionals,  infrastruc-
ture, medicines, outdated
technologies, and govern-
ment not giving priority to

Punjab orders
curbs amid
power Crisis

VIKAS VASUDEVA
CHANDIGARH

Amid a severe power crisis,
the Punjab State Power
Corporation Limited
(PSPCL) on Thursday im-
posed power regulatory
measures by imposing
two-day weekly offs on
general industries, rolling
mills and on arc and induc-
tion furnaces with imme-
diate effect till July 3. It also
appealed to the govern-
ment-public sector offices
to use power judiciously
and switch off air condi-
tioners.

Chief Minister Amarin-
der Singh separately or-
dered curtailment in the
timings of State govern-
ment offices from July 2
and cutting down of supply
to high-energy industries
with immediate effect. The
offices will function from 8
a.m. to 2 p.m. till further
orders, said an official
statement.

The decision invited
criticism from political par-
ties and farmer outfits as
power shortage could hit
paddy sowing. Farm un-
ions have issued an ultima-
tum to the State to ensure
at least eight hours of sup-
ply to farms by July 5.

CcM
K

(t,) Why is it that the medical pro-

fessionals are at the receiving
end for someone else’s failure?
Issues such as insufficient number
of medical professionals,
infrastructure, medicines, outdated
technologies, and government not
giving priority to medical sector are

issues of immediate concern
N.V. RAMANA Chief Justice of India

medical sector are issues of
immediate concern,” Chief
Justice Ramana said in his
speech on Doctors’ Day at
the launch of Research So-
ciety for the Study of Dia-
betes in India’s ‘Defeat Dia-
betes Campaign’.

The CJI highlighted the In-
dian Medical Association’s
data that over 798 doctors
died in the second wave.

“This decade is defined by
the healing touch and the sa-
crifices made by our doctors
... When thousands of physi-

Woman who converted to

[slam granted protection
Delhi HC will hear the case on July 5

SOIBAM ROCKY SINGH
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Thursday directed the pol-
ice to ensure the safety of a
young Hindu woman from
Shahjahanpur in Uttar Pra-
desh who had converted to
Islam, till her case is heard
by a regular Bench on July 5.

A Vacation Bench of Jus-
tice C. Hari Shankar said, “It
is made clear that this Vaca-
tion Bench is not expressing
any opinion one way or the
other regarding the correct-
ness of the averments
[made in the petition by the
woman]”.

“However, given the fact
that the petitioner is a
young girl who has ex-
pressed her apprehension
regarding her security, the
limited directions to the
Respondents 1 and 2 (Delhi
Police) to take adequate
steps to protect the life and
safety of the petitioner, till
the matter is taken up the
regular Bench on July 5,”
Justice Shankar said.

In her petition, Renu
Gangwar said on May 27 this
year, she converted from
Hinduism to Islam with her
“own free will”. Following
this, the 29-year-old

»

changed her name to
Ayesha Alvi, which was pu-
blished in some newspap-
ers. Ms. Alvi, a resident of
Tilhar and working in Delhi,
alleged that mediapersons
came to her place and took
photographs and videos
without her permission.
One mediaperson allegedly
demanded money while
threatening to publish the
news about her conversion.

“On June 26, 2021, the pe-
titioner has been informed
that her father has been ta-
ken away by officials of the
Uttar Pradesh police and
they are coming to Delhi
and would take her back to
Uttar Pradesh where she
would be forced to file false
complaint/FIR,” the plea
said. The petition further
stated that Ms. Alvi was “un-
der immediate threat of be-
ing taken away by force or
coercion to the State of Ut-
tar Pradesh by the agencies
of the State or any other
person”.

cally and emotionally vul-
nerable patients stood isolat-
ed in their hospital wards, it
was the doctors who kept
hope alive even in times of
despair,” he said, adding that
it was disheartening to find
many qualified doctors
struggling to earn a decent
salary after years of hard

work. Yet, doctors are
blamed for the profiteering
streak of corporates.

“The medical bodies and
agencies concerned in the
government have to put
their heads together to ad-
dress these concerns. Only
then can we sincerely greet
the doctors on the first of Ju-
ly every year,” the CJI said.

PIL in HC
challenges
new IT rules

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Journalist Nikhil Wagle
filed a plea before the Bom-
bay High Court challenging
the new IT rules and stat-
ing that they violate the
fundamental rights en-
shrined in the Constitu-
tion.

The PIL against the In-
formation Technology (In-
termediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code)
Rules, 2021, says they are
arbitrary, illegal, irrational
and unreasonable and con-
trary to the provisions of
law, including Article 14
(equality before the law),
Articles 19 (1) (a) (right to
freedom of speech and ex-
pression), 19 (1) (g) (right to
practise any profession, or
to carry on any occupa-
tion, trade or business).

The PIL said, “The inter-
departmental committee
that will be formed is not
an independent agency
and it consists of represen-
tatives from government of
India. The Rules give pow-
er to the said committee to
issue orders for warning/
censoring/taking down/re-
quiring  apology/editing
/deleting content on the
first instance.”

‘Increasing void’

At a separate meeting, Apni
Party president Altaf Bukha-
ri also demanded early elec-
tions without any rider of
statehood.

“The void between the
people and government in-
stitutions is increasing expo-
nentially in the absence of an
elected government ... Peo-
ple are being pushed from
pillar to post, while their
pressing issues go unnot-
iced. The only panacea to
end their sufferings at the
grassroots level is to give
them a representative form
of government,” he said.

understanding between the
Directors-General of Military
Operations of India and Pa-
kistan in February, the situa-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir
had seen improvement.
There had been little to no
infiltration, he said.
Stressing the need to in-
corporate Artificial Intelli-
gence (Al)-related technolo-
gies, he stated that this
would require simplified
procedures. “Unfortunately,
this has been one of our big-
gest stumbling blocks. The
transition to the digital age is
contrarian to Defence Pro-
curement Procedure and De-
fence Procurement Manual
mindsets.” In order to har-
ness technologies like Al ex-
ploit the depth in IT and real-
ise the vision of Atmanirbhar
Bharat, we need to shed old
mindsets and make our pro-
cedures more flexible and
adaptive, he added.

Leaders from
Kargil meet
Kishan Reddy

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A delegation of leaders
from Kargil on Thursday at-
tended a meeting hosted
by Union Minister of State
for Home Affairs G. Kishan
Reddy.

“We had two clear agen-
das — restoration of Article
370 and 35A and full-
fledged statehood for La-
dakh ... More meetings are
to be followed to discuss
this,” Asgar Ali Karbalai,
leader of Congress and Kar-
gil Democratic Alliance
(KDA), told mediapersons.

(With agency inputs)

Left parties greet CPC;
BJP, Congress silent

Sitaram Yechury writes to Xi Jinping

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and the Congress
avoided sending any con-
gratulatory message to the
Communist Party of China
(CPC) that marked its cen-
tennial foundation day on
Thursday, but the Left par-
ties sent their greetings.

Following last year’s vio-
lent clashes between Indian
and Chinese troops at Gal-
wan Valley, political rela-
tions between the two na-
tional parties and the CPC
have taken a hit.

While the BJP had sent its
greetings to the Vietnamese
Communist Party on its 13th
party Congress this Febru-
ary, it did not do so for the
centenary celebrations of
the Communist Party of
China.

Senior Congress leaders,
too, maintained that the
“current political atmosph-
ere does not allow political
pleasantries between the
two parties”.

However, CPI(M) general
secretary Sitaram Yechury
wrote to Xi Jinping, the Chi-
nese Premier and general
secretary of the CPC, in
which he said that the histo-
ry of the last century holds
testimony to the manner in
which China has evolved its
policies, often identifying
and correcting its mistakes.

“The CPI(M) continues to
underline that Marxism-Le-
ninism is a creative science.
It is supremely anti-dogmat-
ic. It can never be reduced
to a set of formulae,” Mr. Ye-
chury wrote.

He also applauded China
for its handling of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. The pan-
demic, the CPI(M) leader

A ceremony at Tiananmen
Square in Beijing marking
100 years of the CPC.

said, came at a time when
the global economy was al-
ready slowing down and
moving towards recession.
“International finance capi-
tal-led imperialist neoliberal
globalisation is showing its
total bankruptcy in provid-
ing any solution,” Mr. Yechu-
ry wrote.

CPI general secretary D.
Raja also commended Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping for
leading China to become a
major economic power, to
intervene and cooperate on
any international develop-
ment.

He also applauded China
for its handling of the pan-
demic and extending help to
other countries.

While appreciating the
all-round development of
China, Mr. Raja, however,
sounded a word of caution
on the current strained In-
do-China relationship.

The border dispute that
had been going on since In-
dia’s Independence needed
to be solved, Mr. Raja said.
“We do believe we have to
solve this problem now
through peaceful means so
that our both countries can
play a meaningful role to
realise the peace and stabili-
ty in the region and work to-
gether for the establishment
of an equitable global order
in international relations.”

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
RURAL DEVELOPMENT & PANCHAYATI RAJ

(An Organisation of the Ministry of Rural Development, Govt. of India)
Rajendranagar, Hyderabad — 500030

WALK-IN INTERVIEW

NIRD&PR an autonomous organisation under the Ministry of Rural
Development, Govt. of India, proposes to engage the following project positions
for its Communication Resource Unit (CRU) sponsored by UNICEF at NIRDPR,
Hyderabad, for a period of one year (July 2021-June 2022) on contractual
basis:

1) CRU SBCC Co-ordinator (1No.)

(Planning & Co-ordination with SIRDs) -Rs.90,000 p.m
2) CRU SBCC Co-ordinator (1No.)

(Training & Knowledge Management) -Rs. 80,000 p.m
3) CRU Graphic Designer (1No) -Rs. 55,000 p.m
4) Administrative Assistant (1No.) -Rs. 36,300 p.m
5) Office Assistant (1No.) -Rs.13,750p.m

For Job Profiles, Eligibility Criteria, Remuneration and submission of online
application, Please visit: http://career.nirdpr.in/

Last date for submission of online application is 23-07-2021

Advt.No. 10/2021

(No.UNICEF / Support proposal for 2018-29)

Sd/-
Assistant Registrar (E)

VISVESVARAYA JALA NIGAMA LIMITED

(A Government of Karnataka Enterprise)
Executive Engineer Office, Visvesvaraya Jala Nigam Limited,
Upper Bhadra Project, Division No.5, Chitradurga.
Phone No0.:08194-230102 E-mail:eeubp.d5cta@gmail.com
No.EE/VIJNL/UBP-Dv-5/CTA/JBC/Drip/P-2/Corrigendum-2/
2021-22/281Date:25.06.2021

SHORT TERM e-TENDER CORRIGENDUM-2 NOTIFICATION |
(Only through E-PROCUREMENT PORTAL)

Tender called for “Jagalur Branch canal (Package-02)
(Chitradurga Block)” work indent No.VJNL/2021-22/1W/
WORK_INDENT1694, Amount put to tender Rs. 322.31 Crores
in this office Short term e-tender Notification No.EE/VIJNL/UBP-
Dv-5/CTA/JBC/Drip/P-2/2021-22/181 Date:08.06.2021.Due to
technical reasons, calendar of events have been rescheduled
as mentioned below. (1) Last Date & Time for receipt of tenders
up to 02.07.2021 up to 4.00PM (2) Date & Time for Opening of
Technical Bid:03.07.2021 04.30 PM onwards (3) Date & Time
for Opening of Financial Bid: “After Approval of technical bid”.
Bidders are requested to get updated with the corrigendum /
addendum (if any) issued online in the entire tender process
at website www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in,For more details
please contact 08194-230102 during office hours.

DIPR/CTA/MCA/226/2021-22

Sd/- Executive Engineer
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N CODE - HGR21 2240002

UBNNo. HORD122GLOBO000Z, HGR2122GLOB00OGY,
HGR2122GL0BO0004, HGR2122GLOBI00DS
HGRZ1Z2GLOB00E

SHADAN & Dr. V.R.K. GROUP OF INSTITUTIONS

6-2-978, Khairtabad, Hyderabad. Ph: 040-66669914, 9030627863,
Fax: 040-66669915, Email: pcmb.recruitments@gmail.com

s WALK-IN-INTERVIEW oy

Date: 02-07-2021, Timings: 10 amto 1 pm
Venue : 1+Floor, Head Office, Shadan Educational Complex,
Khairtabad, Hyderabad.

Eligible candidates for the post of PRINCIPAL, PROFESSORS,
ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS and ASST. PROFESSORS

may attend the interview alongwith Original Certificates,
PAN Card, Aadhar Card, Photograph for our following Colleges.

1)Shadan Women'’s College of Engineering and Technology,
Khairatabad, Hyderabad.

2)Shadan College of Engineering and Technology,
Peerancheru, Hyderabad.

3)Shadan Women'’s College of Pharmacy, Khairatabad,
Hyderabad.

4)Shadan College of Pharmacy, Peerancheru, Hyderabad.

5)Dr. V.R.K. Women'’s College of Engg. & Technology,
Aziznagar (V), R.R. District.

Courses : CSE, ECE, EEE, IT, CIVIL, Mechanical, Humanities &

Science, MBA, Pharmaceutics, Pharma Analysis & QA,
Pharmacognosy, Pharmacology, Pharmacy Practice, Pharm-D

Qualification and Experience:

PROFESSOR: Ph.D. in respective branch with 10 Years of teaching experience
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR: Ph.D. in respective branch with 5 Years of teaching exp.
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR: First Class in M.Tech/M.Pharmacy.

EUCALYPTUS DEBARKED PULPWOOD SALE NOTICE

> ANDHRA PRADESH FOREST
4§ DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED
(A Government of Andhra Pradesh Undertaking)
Head Office : Plot Nos.80/A, 81/A, Sri Venkateswara Arcade,
6" Lane, Annapurna Nagar, Gorantla (V), Guntur.

Ref.No.OP.001/EPW/2021-22/302 Date : 30-06-2021
Sale of about 4.36 lakh MT of Eucalyptus debarked pulpwood
anticipated from (70) Units of Eucalyptus Plantations of A.P. Forest
Development Corporation Limited, proposed to be held through
e-Tender cum e Auction on "Konugolu" a Govt. of Andhra Pradesh
e-Portal i.e., "https:/iwww.konugolu.ap.gov.in" from 11.00 hrs to 13.00 hrs
(1 spell) and from 14.00 hrs to 16.00 hrs (2" spell) on 15 of July, 2021.
Units remaining unsold / unconfirmed will be exposed again on 2" of
August, 2021, 23 of August, 2021 & 16™ of September 2021. For
More details please visit the websites : https://lwww.konugolu.ap.gov.in
& https:/lwww.apfdcl.com.

DIPR 221PP/CL, Dt.01.07.2021  Sd/- Vice Chairman and Managing Director

NMDC Limited

(A GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ENTERPRISE)
10-3-311/A, CASTLE HILLS, MASAB TANK,

HYDERABAD-500 028. Tel : 0091-40-23538710/ 23538713 to
23538721 Ext: 229 CIN: L13100TG1958GOI001674
Email : jpsingh@nmdc.co.in; bmkumar@nmdc.co.in; jvenkatesan@nmdc.co.in

Tender No. HQMM/3009-20/1100000020/296 Dt.01-07-2021
OPEN TENDER NOTICE
Tenders are invited through e-procurement mode for supply of following items

Description of Qty | PreBid Display & |Lastdate &| Tender
Equipment (NoJ)| Meeting Sale of Time for Fee
Tender  |submission| (Rs)
Documents | of offer
Period
Supply and Supenvisionof | 01 | 09.07.2021 DRAFT | 23.08.2021 |Rs.5,900-
Erection & Commissioning al 01.07.2021 By
of 07 MNo. 6" Diesel Driven 1AM to 02:30 PM
Blast Hole Drill with COST 09,07.2021 IST)
CAP Spares - 6 Years/ FINAL
12000 Hrs, Operation 23.07.2021
whichever is earfier for to
Donimalai Complex 23.08.2021

Complete Tender document is avallable in websites ; www.nmde.co.in under tender
seclion www.mstcecommerce.com/eprochome; hitp:/leprocure.gov.in. Any
comigendum 1o the above tender will be uploaded only on our website www.nmdc.co.in

{ SR _— and will pot be published. Prospective bidders should visit the above NMDC Limited
wire st o, website from time 1o time to take note of corrigendum, if any. For further details logon
DIPRIC/E17812024 '-'"",';mwl"ﬁ- 1o Tender Section of our website : www.nmdc.co.in undes lender section ‘
Chief General Manager (Malerials)
o ) A ND-NDE
LU
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HC stays order
to hand over
rape victim to
accused’s kin

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The Gauhati High Court has
stayed an order a lower
court in Arunachal Pradesh
had passed to hand over a
minor rape victim to a rela-
tive of the accused.

In a letter to the Aruna-
chal Pradesh Chief Secre-
tary, the Director-General of
Police and other officials
concerned on June 30, the
Additional Advocate Gener-
al of the State said the High
Court’s Chief Justice Sud-
hanshu Dhulia had taken
suo motu cognisance of the
case related to the custody
of the minor girl.

The High Court accord-
ingly stayed the June 3 order
of the sessions court at Tezu
in Arunachal Pradesh’s Lo-
hit district asking the Child
Care Institute (CCI) in Roing
to hand over the girl to the
sister-in-law of the accused
person for safety.

Roing is the headquar-
ters of Arunachal Pradesh’s
Lower Dibang Valley dis-
trict. The girl was brought
from Nepal and was work-
ing as a domestic help.

DCGI nod sought for ZyCoV-D

It will be the world’s first plasmid DNA vaccine for COVID-19, says Zydus Cadila

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Zydus Cadila said it has ap-
plied to the Drug Controller
General of India (DCGI) seek-
ing Emergency Use Authori-
sation (EUA) for ZyCoV-D, its
plasmid DNA vaccine to
counter COVID-19.

It will be the world’s first
plasmid DNA vaccine for CO-
VID-19, the company said.

The company had con-
ducted clinical trials at over
50 centres in India, it said.
Phase III clinical trials had
been conducted on over
28,000 volunteers. This was
the first time that any CO-
VID-19 vaccine had been
tested in the adolescent pop-
ulation in the age group of 12-
18 years in India.

“Around 1,000 subjects
were enrolled in this age
group and the vaccine was
found to be safe and very
well tolerated. The tolerabili-
ty profile was similar to that
seen in the adult popula-
tion,” said Sharvil Patel, ma-
naging director, Cadila
Healthcare Ltd, at a briefing.

“Our vaccine has attained
primary efficacy of 66.6% for
symptomatic RT-PCR posi-
tive cases in the interim ana-

Trial data sought for
Sputnik Light vaccine

‘No need for a separate study in India’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

A Subject Expert Committee
that advises the Drugs Con-
troller General of India has
asked Dr. Reddy’s Laborato-
ries to submit data from
Phase III clinical trial of
Sputnik Light being carried
out in Russia for grant of
Marketing  Authorisation
(MA) of the single dose vac-
cine against COVID-19.

The panel said there was
no need for a separate Phase
III trial of Sputnik Light in
India since the safety and
immunogenicity data has
been generated during the
two-dose Sputnik V trial in
India. Sputnik Light is the
first component of Sputnik
V and its efficacy is said to
be 79.4%.

“The firm should present
the safety, immunogenicity
and efficacy data of Phase III
clinical trial of Sputnik Light
that is being carried out in
Russia for considering the
proposal for grant of MA in
the country,” the SEC meet-
ing on Wednesday recom-
mended to Dr. Reddy’s Lab-
oratories. The pharma
major had presented the
Phase III clinical trial proto-
col as well as the interim sa-
fety and efficacy data gener-
ated from Phase I/II clinical
trial in Russia while seeking
the MA.

“Sputnik Light is same as
component-I of Sputnik V.
The firm has already gener-
ated safety and immunogen-
icity of component-I in the
country,” the SEC said.

UP. govt. told to reply on
plea to free 13 prisoners

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday sought the Uttar
Pradesh government’s res-
ponse on a plea to release 13
prisoners who have lan-
guished in Agra Jail over two
decades despite proving
their juvenility at the time of
commission of the crime.

A Bench of Justices Indira
Banerjee and V. Ramasubra-
manian issued notice and

asked the State to respond
by July 8 on the petition filed
through advocate Rishi
Malhotra.

According to the petition,
there were “clear and un-
challenged rulings” from
the Juvenile Justice Board
declaring the 13 prisoners as
juveniles at the time of com-
mission of their crime.

A juvenile can be pun-
ished only for a maximum
period of three years.

&
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Fresh contender: Zydus Cadila said that Phase 3 clinical trials
had been conducted on over 28,000 volunteers. =arp

lysis. No moderate case of
COVID-19 disease was ob-
served post administration
of the third dose, which sug-
gests 100% efficacy for mod-
erate disease.” He said no
severe cases or deaths had
been reported after adminis-
tration of the second dose of
the vaccine.

“ZyCoV-D had already ex-
hibited a robust immuno-
genicity, tolerability and sa-
fety profile in the adaptive
Phase I/II clinical trials car-
ried out earlier. Both the
Phase I/1I and Phase III clini-
cal trials have been moni-
tored by an independent Da-

ta Safety Monitoring Board
(DSMB),” Mr. Patel said.

“The plug and play tech-
nology on which the plasmid
DNA platform is based is
ideally suited for dealing
with COVID-19, as it can easi-
ly be adapted to deal with
mutations in the virus, such
as those already occurring,”
he said.

“This breakthrough
marks a key milestone in
scientific innovation and ad-
vancement in technology. As
the first ever plasmid DNA
vaccine for human use, Zy-
CoV-D has proven its safety
and efficacy profile in our

fight against COVID-19. The
vaccine, when approved,
will help not only adults but
also adolescents in the 12 to
18 years age group,” he said.
The company said it had
also evaluated a two-dose re-
gimen for ZyCoV-D vaccine
using a 3 mg dose per visit,
and the immunogenicity re-
sults had been found to be
equivalent to the current
three-dose regimen.

Needle-free applicator
The vaccine will come with
PharmaJet, a needle-free ap-
plicator that will ensure
painless intradermal vaccine
delivery. This would cost ex-
tra.

fThe company has not re-
vealed the price of the vac-
cine or the applicator.

Mr. Patel said the compa-
ny had made an investment
of ¥500 crore for this pro-
ject, including the manufac-
turing unit, and it planned to
make 10-12 crore doses an-
nually.

By December, it targeted
to produce 5 lakh doses,
with a run rate of 1 crore dos-
es per month from August.
The gap between first and
second dose is 28 days.

All WHO-approved jabs must
be recognised for travel: UN

Vaccine divide should not widen, says global health agency

ASSOCIATED PRESS
GENEVA

The World Health Organiza-
tion said Thursday that any
COVID-19 vaccines it has
authorised for emergency
use should be recognised by
countries as they open up
their borders to inoculated
travellers.

The move could challenge
Western countries to broa-
den their acceptance of two
apparently less effective Chi-
nese vaccines, which the UN
health agency has licensed
but most European and
North American countries
have not.

In addition to vaccines by
Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna
Inc., AstraZeneca and John-
son & Johnson, the WHO has
also given the green light to
the two Chinese jabs, made
by Sinovac and Sinopharm.

In its aim to restore travel
across Europe, the Euro-
pean Union said in May that
it would only recognise peo-
ple as vaccinated if they had
received shots licensed by
the European Medicines
Agency — although it is up to

New glow

No stopping: A health worker administering a COVID-19 vaccine under an emergency lamp during a power cut at a mega
inoculation drive in Bhopal on Thursday. =a.m. FaruqQui

Tidal wave washes away portion of Odisha village

Ramayapalli has
been facing threat
since last 14 years

STAFF REPORTER
BHUBANESWAR
Panic gripped the fisherfolk
of Ramayapalli village in Od-
isha’s Ganjam district after
portions of houses were
washed away by a tidal wave.
Ramayapalli has been fac-
ing the threat of tidal surge
for the last 14 years, with the
Bay of Bengal menacingly
marching towards the

v .. B e S h‘;i' / > .
Vanishing village: The sea surge has resulted in submergence

of the beach in Ramayapalli. =speciaL ARRANGEMENT

mainland.

“This week, a tidal surge
washed away one concrete
house, while the road was
damaged beyond repair. We

are  spending

sleepless

nights,” said K. Dilesh of Ra-

mayapalli.

In the past one decade, the
sea surge has resulted in sub-

mergence of the beach and is
a few feet away from erasing
the village from the map.

A few years ago, the Gan-
jam district administration
facilitated the rehabilitation
of villagers about 500 metre
into the mainland. While a
majority of them opted to
move away, some continued
to stay back for fishing.

Mr. Dilesh alleged that
though the government had
promised to come up with a
guard wall to prevent erosion
of Ramayapalli, it was yet to
see the light of day.

Sinopharm and Sinovac have
not been accepted by some
countries.

individual countries if they
wish to let in travellers who
have received other vac-
cines, including Russia’s
Sputnik V. The EU drug regu-
lator is currently consider-
ing licensing China’s Sinovac
vaccine, but there is no time-
line on a decision.

“Any measure that only al-
lows people protected by a
subset of WHO-approved
vaccines to benefit from the
reopening of travel ... would
effectively create a two-tier
system, further widening
the global vaccine divide
and exacerbating the inequi-
ties we have already seen in
the distribution of COVID-19
vaccines,” a WHO statement

said on Thursday. “It would
negatively  impact  the
growth of economies that
are already suffering the
most.”

Reduces risk

The WHO said such moves
are “undermining confi-
dence in life-saving vaccines
that have already been
shown to be safe and effec-
tive.” In its reviews of the
two Chinese vaccines, the
UN health agency said both
were found to significantly
reduce the risk of hospitali-
sations and deaths.

The two Chinese shots are
“inactivated” vaccines,
made with killed coronavi-
rus, whereas the Western-
made shots are made with
newer technologies that in-
stead target the “spike” pro-
tein that coats the surface of
the coronavirus. Though
Western countries have lar-
gely relied on vaccines made
in the U.S. and Europe, such
as Pfizer-BioNTech and As-
traZeneca, many developing
countries have used the Chi-
nese-made shots.

Delta variant to become
dominant strain: WHO

96 countries have reported cases

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
UNITED NATIONS/GENEVA

The World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) said the Delta
variant of COVID-19 is now
present in nearly 100 coun-
tries as per conservative es-
timates, and warned that in
the coming months, it will
become the dominant var-
iant globally.

In its COVID-19 weekly
epidemiological update, the
WHO said as of June 29,
2021, “96 countries have re-
ported cases of the Delta
variant, though this is likely
an underestimate as se-
quencing capacities needed
to identify variants are limit-
ed. A number of these coun-
tries are attributing surges
in infections and hospitali-
sations to this variant.”

Given the increase in
transmissibility, the WHO
warned that the Delta var-
iant is “expected to rapidly
outcompete other variants
and become the dominant
variant over the coming
months.”

For the first time in sever-
al weeks, the highest num-
bers of new COVID-19 cases
were not reported from In-
dia. The update noted that
at 5,21,298, the highest
numbers of new cases were
reported from Brazil during
the June 21-27 week, fol-
lowed by India (3,51,218 new
cases, a 12% increase over
the previous week), Colom-
bia (2,04,132 new cases, 5%
increase) and Russia
(1,34,465 new cases, 24%
increase).

IGNCA temporarily
shifts to Janpath Hotel

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Culture Ministry on
Thursday inaugurated the
new premises of the Indira
Gandhi National Centre for
the Arts (IGNCA) at the re-
furbished Janpath Hotel,
where it was expected to
stay till at least 2023 while
its permanent campus was
constructed.

The IGNCA was shifted
from its existing premises

on Janpath as part of the
Central Vista redevelop-
ment project as three of the
10 new Central Secretariat
buildings are proposed to be
built at the site. Culture Mi-
nister Prahlad Singh Patel
and Housing and Urban Af-
fairs Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri participated in a pared-
down inaugural ceremony
due to COVID-19 curbs. The
temporary quarters will
open to the public soon.
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Kooratazhvan’s devotion

Kooratazhvan, disciple of Ramanujacharya, composed Va-
radaraja Stava in praise of Lord Varadaraja of Kanchipuram.
Kooratazhvan could not see, but was blessed with divine
eyesight by the Lord so that he could see Him. In Varadaraja
Stava, Kooratazhvan describes the Lord’s dark hue, which
resembles rain bearing clouds. Such a description is befit-
ting, for Lord Varadaraja, as His very name implies, is One
who gives abundantly, said P.B. Rajahamsam in a discourse.
Kooratazhvan’s eyes then alight on the Lord’s hair, whose
darkness reminds him of collyrium. He describes the Lord’s
soft lotus-like hands and feet. As for His eyes, they are like
lotuses too. Although the Lord blessed Kooratazhvan with
eyesight, the latter had no desire to see anything but the
Lord Himself and his Acharya Ramanuja.

Kooratazhvan’s humility was such that he spoke poorly of
himself. He says in Varadaraja Stava that he is suffering from
the three heats — tapatraya. The three heats that burn us are
Adhyatmika, Adhibhautika and Adhidaivika. That which
causes trouble to the body and mind is Adhyatmika. Pro-
blems caused by animals, insects and by humans fall under
Adhibhautika. Difficulties that arise due to storms, and oth-
er natural disasters come under Adhidaivika. In the end,
Kooratazhvan reminds the Lord of his connection with Ra-
manuja, which alone is enough to guarantee the Lord’s mer-
cy. Ramanuja was blessed by Alavandar, who was from the
lineage of Nathamuni, who in turn had the blessings of Nam-
mazhvar. The long line of preceptors can be ultimately
traced to the Lord Himself. Kooratazhvan was so devoted to
his Acharya, that he wanted to depart from the world before
his Acharya did. He wanted to be in Sri Vaikuntha, to wel-

come Ramanuja.

»
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Xi hails ‘national rejuvenation’ on centenary

A strong country must have a strong military, as only then can it guarantee the security of the nation’

ANANTH KRISHNAN

China’s leader Xi Jinping on
Thursday said the country’s
rejuvenation was “a histori-
cal inevitability” and it could
no longer be “bullied and
abused by others”, deliver-
ing a strong message on the
ruling Communist Party’s
centenary.

Mr. Xi, who is the Commu-
nist Party of China’s (CPC)
general secretary, the coun-
try’s President, and head of
the military, delivered an
hour-long speech to a crowd
of thousands on Tiananmen
Square, accompanied by the
Politburo and past senior
leaders, including former
President Hu Jintao, on the
rostrum from where former
leader Mao Zedong would
address mass rallies.

The Mao parallels did not
stop there. The celebration
began, as it often did in the
Mao era, with a choir of
some 3,000 students singing
in praise of the party. Mr. Xi,
who has since taking over in
2012 elevated his standing in
the party on a par with Mao,
was the only one among the
suited leadership dressed in
a dark green Mao-suit.

Thursday’s ceremony be-
gan with helicopters flying
over Tiananmen carrying
the red Communist Party
flag with hammer and sickle,
followed by 15 J-20 stealth
fighters, all tailored for a

ELSEWHERE
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17 injured in fireworks
blast in Los Angeles
LOS ANGELES

A haul of confiscated
fireworks exploded late on
Wednesday as police in Los
Angeles were trying to
dispose of it safely, injuring
17 people including six
civilians and damaging cars
and buildings, authorities and
media said. reuTers

Israeli, UAE airlines enter
into cooperation deal
DUBAI

UAE's Etihad and Israeli
flag-carrier EL Al announced a
joint cooperation deal on
"codeshare network and
reciprocal loyalty agreement
for frequent flyers" on
Thursday, the latest sign of
deepening ties between the
two nations following
normalisation of diplomatic
relations last September. arp

Strong words: Chinese President Xi Jinping waving at the
crowd during the CPC's centenary event in Beijing. =ap

show of strength.

Mr. Xi’s speech focused on
themes he has stressed since
taking over in 2012 — the “na-
tional rejuvenation” of China
as well as greater political
centralisation, with his term
seeing a move away from a
collective leadership model
with term limits to rule by
one “core” leader.

“China’s success hinges
on the party,” he said. “We
must be deeply conscious of
the need to maintain politi-
cal integrity, think in big-pic-
ture terms, follow the leader-
ship core, and keep in
alignment with the central
party leadership. We must
uphold the core position of
the General Secretary on the
Party Central Committee
and in the Party as a whole,
and uphold the Central Com-
mittee’s authority and its

centralised, unified
leadership.”

He praised the party’s “so-
cialism with Chinese charac-
teristics” model for “ena-
bling China to transform
itself from a highly central-
ised planned economy to a
socialist market economy
brimming with vitality, and
from a country that was lar-
gely isolated to one that is
open to the outside world
across the board” and is now
the second-largest economy.

He said the party had,
since its congress in 2012
when he came to power,
“fulfilled the first centenary
goal” which was eliminating
absolute poverty, a land-
mark the government said
was achieved this year. The
second centenary goal, refer-
ring to the People’s Republic
of China’s centenary in 2049,

would be to build China “in-
to a great modern socialist
country in all respects”.

Mr. Xi also had a strong
message for the world, re-
flecting on China’s past his-
tory of “humiliation”. “After
the Opium War of 1840, Chi-
na was gradually reduced to
a semi-colonial, semi-feudal
society and suffered greater
ravages than ever before.
The country endured in-
tense humiliation, the peo-
ple were subjected to great
pain, and the Chinese civili-
sation was plunged into
darkness,” he said.

Sense of pride
Now, Chinese people “are
not intimidated by threats of
force” and had “a strong
sense of pride and confi-
dence”. While China was
“eager to learn what lessons
we can from the achieve-
ments of other cultures and
welcome[s] helpful sugges-
tions and constructive criti-
cism”, it “will not accept
sanctimonious  preaching
from those who feel they
have the right to lecture us.”
Mr. Xi called for “acceler-
ating the modernisation of
national defence and the
armed forces” and said “a
strong country must have a
strong military, as only then
can it guarantee the security
of the nation”. China would
“elevate our people’s armed
forces to world-class stan-

India seeks Maldivian govt. action
on ‘repeated attacks in media

It asks Male to ‘ensure enhanced protection’ of the Mission, staff

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO

India has sought Maldivian
government action on per-
sons behind media reports
and social media posts “at-
tacking the dignity” of its re-
sident diplomats, while
seeking greater security for
the officials.

In a letter that has raised
eyebrows within the Mal-
dives, the High Commission
of India said the “repeated
attacks” were “motivated,
malicious and increasingly
personal”. Urging the Fo-
reign Ministry to take steps
to “ensure enhanced protec-
tion” of the Mission and its
officials, the letter from the
Indian High Commission,
dated June 24, urged author-
ities to “ensure action, in ac-
cordance with International
Law and Maldivian Law”

against the perpetrators for
“these gross violations” of
the Vienna Convention of Di-
plomatic Relations.

Official sources in Male
confirmed the authenticity
of the letter, which was
leaked and has since been
shared on social media. Ho-
wever, neither the Foreign
Ministry nor the High Com-
mission of India responded
on the development, when
The Hindu sought comment.

While India-Maldives ties
came under considerable
strain during former Presi-
dent Abdulla Yameen’s
term, President Ibrahim Mo-
hamed Solih’s government is
seen to be a close ally of In-
dia, with enhanced develop-
ment and defence coopera-
tion since 2018. However,
some government critics are
wary of greater military ties

with India that they see as
paving way for “boots on the
ground”. In May, an appa-
rently premature announce-
ment made in New Delhi, on
the Cabinet clearing a pro-
posal to set up a second mis-
sion in the Maldives,
sparked concern among sec-
tions, prompting a renewed
“#Indiaout” campaign on
Maldivian social media.

In its recent letter, the
High Commission of India
said the “repeated attacks”
were undertaken to “create
enmity and hatred between
the people and Government
of Maldives, and the people
and Government of India”.

While Male is yet to com-
ment, sources said the Par-
liament has asked the coun-
try’s Media Council, a
self-regulatory body, to look
into the matter.

dards so that we are
equipped with greater ca-
pacity and more reliable
means for safeguarding our
national sovereignty, securi-
ty, and development inter-
ests”, he said, with the party
earlier announcing a target
to complete military moder-
nisation by 2035. He said
China would oppose “zero-
sum games” as well as “hege-
mony and power politics”.
On Hong Kong, which has
since last year’s controver-
sial national security law
come under the most direct
control of Beijing so far since
the 1997 handover, he said
China would “ensure that
the central government exer-
cises overall jurisdiction”.
He said “resolving the Tai-
wan question and realising
China’s complete reunifica-
tion is a historic mission and
an unshakable commit-
ment” for the party. China
would “advance peaceful na-
tional reunification” but
would “take resolute action
to utterly defeat any attempt

toward ‘Taiwan indepen-
dence’,” he said.
“No one,” he added,

“should underestimate the
resolve, the will, and the
ability of the Chinese people
to defend their national so-
vereignty and territorial inte-
grity”, a statement that elicit-
ed the loudest cheers on
Thursday from the crowd at
Tiananmen.

Trump
firm’s CFO
surrenders

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
NEW YORK

The long-serving chief fi-
nancial officer of Donald
Trump’s company surren-
dered on Thursday to auth-
orities planning to charge
him, possibly with tax-re-
lated offences, in a major
blow to the former
President.

The indictment of Allen
Weisselberg has been ex-
pected for days as part of
an almost three-year inves-
tigation by the Manhattan
District Attorney into busi-
ness dealings at the Trump
organisation. The Trump
organisation is also likely
to be charged.

Although Mr. Trump is
not expected to be charged
at this stage, the charges
would deal a major blow to
the ex-President, who has
suggested he could run for
the White House in 2024.

Former US. Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsteld passes away

On his watch, the U.S. invaded Afghanistan and later Iraq

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN
WASHINGTON

Donald Rumsfeld, former
U.S. Defense Secretary and
one of the architects of the
U.S. invasion of Afghanistan
and Iraq in 2003, has died at
the age of 88 at his home in
Taos, New Mexico, accord-
ing to his family. Mr. Rums-
feld was Defense Secretary
during 1975-1977, during the
Gerald Ford administration,
and then in the George W.
Bush administration, during
2001 - 2006.

“It is with deep sadness
that we share the news of the
passing of Donald Rumsfeld,
an American statesman and
devoted husband, grand-
father and great grandfath-

| Iraqi Freedon

Donald Rumsfeld

er,” read a notice from the
Rumsfeld family, posted on
Twitter.

The New York Times re-
ported that a family spokes-
person had said that the
cause of death was multiple
myeloma.

Macron worries about

racialised French society

He blames imported ideas from U.S.

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS

French society is becoming
increasingly “racialised”,
French President Emma-
nuel Macron has warned in
comments that blamed im-
ported U.S. social science
ideas that focus on race.

“I see that our society is
becoming progressively ra-
cialised,” Mr. Macron told
Elle magazine in an inter-
view. He took aim in partic-
ular at the idea of “inter-
sectionality” popular
among left-leaning U.S.
academics — that seeks to
explain discrimination and
poverty by examining the
role played by race and
gender in affecting an indi-
vidual’s life chances.

“The logic of intersec-
tionality fractures everyth-
ing,” Mr. Macron said.

“I stand for universal-
ism. I don’t agree with a
fight that reduces everyone
to their identity or their
particularity,” he
continued.

“Social difficulties are
not only explained by gen-
der and the colour of your
skin, but also by social
inequalities.”

He added that he could
think of young white men
in his hometown of Amiens
or nearby Saint-Quentin in
northern France “who also
have immense difficulties,
for different reasons, in
finding a job”.

Movements against ra-

Emmanuel Macron

cism over the last year such
as Black Lives Matter,
which resonated in France
after arriving from the U.S.,
have led to fears among
some critics that the coun-
try is importing American
racial and identity politics
sometimes labelled as
“woke culture.”

A new generation of
younger French activists
are increasingly vocal in
denouncing the problem of
racism in France and the
legacy of the country’s co-
lonial past in Africa and the
West Asia.

Their opponents see the

In 2001, as Defense Secre-
tary, Mr. Rumsfeld oversaw
the U.S. strikes in Afghanis-
tan, following the Septem-
ber 11 terror attacks on the
World Trade Center in New
York City. The U.S. sought to
overthrow the Taliban re-
gime which was providing
safe haven to terror group al-
Qaeda, which was responsi-
ble for the September 11
attacks.

In 2003, Mr. Rumsfeld
was a key player in the Bush
administration’s decision to
invade Iraq, ostensibly to
prevent Saddam Hussein
from developing and deploy-
ing weapons of mass des-
truction (these were never
found).

Deadly heat
wave slams
Canada, US.

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
VANCOUVER

Millions of people in western
Canada and the northwest-
ern U.S. were under heat
alerts on Wednesday as the
region baked in record-
breaking temperatures.

The village of Lytton, 250
km northeast of Vancouver,
was evacuated on Wednes-
day night because of a fire
that spread quickly.

The heat wave has
stretched emergency servic-
es, with at least 134 people
dying suddenly since Friday
in the Vancouver area and
hundreds more across Brit-
ish Columbia, which record-
ed 49.6 degrees Celsius, ac-
cording to Canadian police.

In the U.S., Washington
recorded at least 16 deaths
related to the heat wave,
county health officials said.

Seattle, Portland and ma-
ny other cities broke all-time
heat records, with tempera-
tures in some places reach-
ing above 46 degrees
Celsius.

focus on race and the past
as opening up unnecessary
divisions and encouraging
a culture in which minori-
ties and women see them-
selves as constantly op-
pressed and discriminated
against.

Mr. Macron also pro-
mised to do more to com-
bat domestic violence and
women’s health problems
such as endometriosis.

@ PARADIP PORT TRUST

CORRIGENDUM-VI

Name of the work "Supply,
Installation & Commissioning
of Navigational/Range lights &
five years maintenance"”.
Estimated cost :
Rs.2,10,73,613/-. Last date &
time of submission of bid
dt.28.07.2021 upto 17.15Hrs.
Refer our website https:/
eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app
for details

Executive Engineer (PED-III)
PPT/PR/54/21-22 _ Dt.01.07.2021

TAMIL NADU WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE BOARD TAMILNADU MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LTD. DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER, TWAD BOARD, MADURAL. No.417, Pantheon Road, Egmore, Chennai-600008.Phone:28191890/28190259; Fax: 044 -28190636 OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER(CIVIL) PLANT SDW S/E
ADDENDUM/CORRIGENDUM S N| Online Tender / Rate Contract (RC) No./ item with qty. | Sale Period | Pre bid |Submission| Opening SRINIWASPURI: NEW DELHI: 110065
TENDER EXTENSION ROTICE No.2 [DATED : 30.06.2021 (Second Extension) 1 | Tender No.681/DIET/DME/TNMSC/ENGG/2021, 02.07.2021 09.07.2021( 20.07.2021 [20.07.2021 Press N.I.T. No. 05 (2021-22)
1. This Office IFB.No. F.Tirunelveli ISRO /SDO 2/ CW /2021 /Dt : 12.05.2021. ?t:30.0$§0%1 t'H'”’t'.g "thgeT”;’éﬁrs‘;'H""'d'”g various (019.07.2021| 11.00AM | 11.00AM | 12.00PM “STOP CORONA; Wear Mask. Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”
2. TENDER EXTENSION NOTICE No.1/DATED : 14.06.2021. (First Extension) ypes of Jlets 1o patients a
The period of sale of tender documents and receipt & opening of tenders called 2 | Online Tender No.E682/ANL/NHM/TNMSC/ENGG/ 2021, 02.07.2021 {09.07.2021( 20.07.2021 |20.07.2021 S.N. 1
forin the reference is extended as below Dt:30.06.2021 - Fully Automated Equipment for to 19.07.2021( 12.00 PM | 03.00 PM | 04.00 PM Name of work Construction of RCC boundary wall along MCD compost plant at Okhla
Name of work Providing WSS to ISRO at Mahendragiri from CWSS to Immunohaematology (5) STP. 2021_DJB_205158_1
Azhagiapandipuram & 8 Other Town Panchayats and 246 3 | Online RC Tender No.E683/DF/NHM/TNMSC/ 05.07.2021 |12.07.2021 23.07.2021 (23.07.2021 Estimated Cost 40,07,154/-
habitations in Kanyakumari District including maintenance for a ENGG/ 2021, Dt:30.06.2021 - Deep Freezer (10) t022.07.2021| 11.00AM | 11.00AM | 12.00 PM Date of release of tender in E-procurement 01/07/2021
period of 12 months. (Period of completion - 9 months) 4| Online RC Tender No.E684/ANL/RCITNMSC/ 05.07.2021 [12.07.2021] 23.07.2021 [23.07.2021 solution
Period of sale of bid documents Upto 5.45 P.M on 09.07.2021 ENGG/ 2021, Dt:30.06.2021 — ABG Analyzer (50) t022.07.2021| 12.00 PM | 03.00 PM | 04.00 PM Last dateltime of receipt of tender through 15/07/2021 up to 3:00 PM.
Last date for receipt of tenders Upto 3.00 P.M on 12.07.2021 5 | Online RC Tender No.E685/PT/NHM/TNMSC/ENGG/ 2021,| 06.07.2021 |13.07.2021| 27.07.2021 |27.07.2021 e-procurement solution
Opening of tenders At 3.30 P.M on 12.07.2021 Dt:30.06.2021 - Single Surface Phototherapy (48) t026.07.2021] 11.00AM | 11.00AM | 12.00 PM . T _ ]
'All other terms and conditions already published remain unaltered. 6 | Online Tender No E686/SCOPE/RCITNMSC/ENGG/ 06.07.2021 [13.07.2021| 27.07.2021 [27.07.2021 lggﬁf{; ‘é‘i}ag;‘g"(flvri_grgg)ca” be seen at https://delhi.govtprocurement.com
Chief Engineer, 2021, Dt:30.06.2021 - Basic Diagnostic Arthroscopy Set (5) | to 26.07.2021] 12.00 PM | 03.00 PM | 04.00 PM Advt. No. .S V 150 2021-22 EX. ENGINEER(CIVIL) PLANT SDW S/E
DIPR/ 1932 [TENDERI2021 | e A ey TWAD Board, Madurai For details visit www.tenders.tn.gov.in and TNMSC website www.tnmsc.tn.gov.in DIPR/1924/TENDER/2021 General Manager Vi o sV ( -22) } ( ) .

YR WRBR-FTRE fIYTT / GOVERNMENT OF INDIA-DEPARTMENT OF SPACE
Frmfor qem srRem wE, TSR R, sfteR@ter 524124, AwR (1), s

YR AR, 3iaRel AT/ GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, DEPARTMENT OF SPACE
fAmfor T& 31R470T g/ CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE DIVISION

CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE GROUP, SDSC-SHAR, SRIHARIKOTA-524124, NELLORE (Dt.), A.P.

it §-fAfder =1 / BRIEF E-TENDER NOTICE
9.:9mR: et Rifder:srg:$-5 fAfdar /No: SHAR: CMG CIVIL: MAINT: E-PublicTender-01/21-22
IR &b IR BT SR Y, FH TpRT T UfRAI0n & BRI &1 SFgwa & dtet TR TR /el & Freferfe it & forg §-defn b mem A ger-d8 78 ) ffden amifa §1/
On behalf of President of India, online item rate tenders are invited through e-tendering for the following works from eligible contractors/ agencies having experience in works of
similar nature and magnitude.

Fefler g 3iaRer g TR/ SATISH DHAWAN SPACE CENTRE-SHAR,
sfigRerer/ SRIHARIKOTA-524124. Ph No.: +91-8623-22-5009 Fax No. +91-8623-22-5157

wfére §-fAfd<1 9a= / BRIEF e-TENDER NOTICE Date: 30.06.2021
R & IMFARY BT 3R A, T TPRT 7@ GRATT & BRI BT T4 @ aret T FfRIgreRt/wiftat & FrferRad ot & forg $-CeRim meam & gR-98 we- Afaqn smifya
Z1/0n behalf of President of India, sealed item Rate tenders are invited through e-tendering for the following works from eligible contractors/agencies having experience in
works of similar nature & magnitude.

fafr / Date: 30.06.2021

Srcfier e iaRer dhg TR B SIRY | wcfler o oiaRer g R & | weller gaw SiaRer $g IR F AR | welter gaw 3aRe Fg aR S -

T.“mf:ﬁ” ) e v e i s e | e, voweed), o, | omareta wiefl, SRRy el | wie b aodd g e i R-wr e &4, o/ /4 /<h 2187200/2021-22 | e /¥iendl/$ /8 218720412021-22 | o /< /€/ 2187205/2021-22 | e/ hed/ /v 218720612021-22

itle of the worl ' g : . : _Noti iti
R e F 2021-2023 (3 | 2RI i qRem SR 4§ | oo, oradTe, Rerer, dwed, | 2021-2023 () 7 R E-Notice Inviting Tender No. | SHAR/CMD/E/C 2187203/2021-22 | SHARICMD/E/D 2187204/2021-22 | SHARICMDJE/E 2187205/2021-22 | SHARICMDIEIF 2187206/2021-22
7uf) dg R Ta s aRea dR | 2021-2023 (31 asf) ¥g | &b, Deararartwd sragRuTYEA | axeAd, sta s, werorer weiter gae 3faRer g R F | wciter gae siaReT thg aTR-Udhor | Welter aae iaRer g oTR-thot | Weler va aiaRer g aTR-UdeT
/ sRem (Rifde o zen | fafdy RiRe srf afka sra | Faf 2021-22 (vea) ggsiersmgfef, | Ao gonferal & sraRamm sk froagadt wmEaT qirurd (v o wmrr axor & forg gt | F aref s wRor 3 forg g | <t H oref wr wRor 5 o g
el & o, g9 1 ed, | A, Aasa frearRe | Aot A, Rifdd w@ o @R | slivedt v O9 grew & smafts (1.3, )® Rrg qaiidht Ja1 | wtes a0 Wada aRatomr | yate @9 dada oRkaism | satem g9 wadq aR@remn
TGN 7 Ter ofef 5ef) &g | Sronferall & STERET g VTR | Tl & wreTer U QrRemT 8 CuAetl / | arRar ¥ qowedt | AMC for o BT ™ W ¥ P 3 Rega ol | (QRuAIR) 3g Age o | (RuAIR.) g R o | (RuAIR.) ¥ Rgga orf
woetl / AMC for Civil and PH | / AMC for maintenance of | AMC for operation & maintenance of | Civil repairs, Maintenance of Title of Work (frggefta =) | Electrical | (Riggdia @) /Electrical works | (Riqgefta ) / Electrical works | (Rgeta @) | Electrical
works | maintenance of watter su'pplhgl sewage wa;erpsl-lljpply,;ewagesai:so.;al, Civil wfater zuppl?/,fsemllagebsylztems works for construction of | for Second Launch Pad|for Second Launch Pad | works for Second Launch Pad
i ili ildi systems including misc. t i t i ilit ildi
:iic\zr“\::lrlzmllillt(); l::a"sd;:?s cK[iI works at SLg’ ASLV, i:lonies wgruessta houses :::;2? :nde:erri‘:c:i?caf :,;alixtenualn;;‘%sf Technical Service Building for | augmentation project (ASLP) [ augmentation project (ASLP) | augmentation project (ASLP)
joinery, carpentry & watg;- SRC, Telemetry & Security | Hospital, School, TSB, Barracks, CL | OHT's & pump House at PSLV Integration Facilities (PIF) | for semi cryo stage at SDSC | for semi cryo stage at SDSC | for semi cryo stage at SDSC
supply etc.) at Zero Point & FLP | outpost areas for 2021-2023 | colony & other Amenity buildings in | SPROB for 2021-2023 (Two at SDSC SHAR. (Electrical | SHAR - Package A (Electrical | SHAR - Package B (Electrical | SHAR - Package C (Electrical
area for 2021-2023 (Two Years) | (Two Years) SDSC SHAR. PHC-1 & Il at SDSC SHAR for the year | Years) SDSC SHAR. work) work) work) work)
SDSC SHAR. 2021-22 (One year). -
fafaer &t srgefea @/
fafdr <./ Tender No &/ TIC-21-001 A /481 TIC-21-002 &/t TIC-21-003 &/ TIC-21-004 Estimated cost put to tender % 32.32 7w/ Lakhs % 214.52 7w/ Lakhs % 59.08 =/ Lakhs ¥ 26015 7/ Lakhs
fRfare ot srgenfe e e st A arafdy
% 80.08 @it / Lakh X 58.22 @@ / Lakh: X 117.80 @it / Lakh  60.85 @@ / Lakh
Est. Cost Put to tender / Lakhs / Lakhs / Lakhs / Lakhs Period of Completion 09 =&/ Month(s) 127/ Month(s) 121/ Month(s) 12/ Month(s)
?Tfml " 0239/ Years 02/ Years 01a¥/ Year 02/ Years T ¥fe ST (.99, 8.) / Earnest Money Deposit (EMD): SieReas-1 & U § srqerfed fReaffRe o= & qam Rifer S awon o weega avitl /
eriod of completion EMD Declaration shall be submitted in prescribed format enclosed as Annexure-1

T X131 ST (ST): favegar feT s T § et 1 & A argafia FrufRa o 3 qamr i s e o= wega s/
Earnest Money Deposit (EMD): Earnest Money Deposit Declaration shall be submitted in prescribed format enclosed as Annexure-1in detailed NIT

Ff3eT gt &g SFRY 9 SRS aA it arafd [ Period during which tender documents can be requested : 02.07.2021, 10:00 5=t /hrs % /to 16.07.2021, 14:30 st /hrs
fifder seits @ &g oifom RifY wd w7 / Last date & time for uploading of tenders: 20.07.2021 & / & 14:30 &=t / hrs

PRI FgD FRIGTPR Prifed 3§ Suaey g ffieT g a1 &R dawrse www.isro.gov.in a1 www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO & wie o1 o ferur w fifder st S92
www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO < a1 4TS . 08623-226083 /6085 W wuds ax |/ Interested tenderers may please refer detailed tender notice available in our office or our website
www.isro.gov.in or www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO further details and purchase of tender documents. Contact Phone 08623 - 226083/6085

g/ - Wyg wur, Westt / wadioardt ek / Sd/- GROUP HEAD, CMG/ SDSC SHAR

ffaeT ST STSHeTS FRA &t srafdi/Period during which the tender document can be downloaded :
02.07.2021, 10:30 =¥ ¥ 16.07.2021 &Y 14:30 91 & From 10:30 Hrs 02.07.2021 To 14:30 Hrs 16.07.2021

fafarer sraeits @ sifem i w& W=/ Last date and time for uploading of tenders: 20.07.2021 3 3raRTew 14:30 g9t &b 14:30 Hrs on 20.07.2021
fifaer @rem i fad faf vg wwg /Due date and time of opening of tenders: 20.07.2021 3 3raRTesT 15:00 &<t a6/ 15:00 Hrs on 20.07.2021

are, e od FeemT qr FAfderei § wewnfiar ¥ segs MfaereR www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO R @1 $9 9~ 6ot &1 31fiieh TSR 2 WHg T, THETHRT oR,
sftgReter & HrRIferRT T 08623-226431, 226370 TR AU X AT www.isro.gov.in &1/ Interested tenderers may please log on to www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO for
eligibility, Terms & Conditions and participating in tenders. For further details please contact this office of Group Head, CMG, SDSC SHAR, Sriharikota over Phone No.: 08623-
226431,226370 (or) visit our website www.isro.gov.in T /- g wu, Woaehl, wedivert R Sdi- Group Head, CMG, SDSC-SHAR
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MARKET WATCH

01-07-2021 % CHANGE

Sensex 52,319 -0.31
US Dollar 74.55 -0.31
Gold 46,310 1.15
Brent oil 75.61 0.75

PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports 703.10 -0.60
Asian Paints. 3021.60....... 28.90
Axis Bank 746.45 -1.85
Bajaj Auto 4204.55.......70.70
Bajaj Finserv. 11816.45...-292.60
Bajaj Finance 5967.15....-48.70
Bharti Airtel 522.65 -3.00
BPCL 462.75 -5.35
Britannia Ind 3595.80......-53.85
Cipla 978.10 6.20
Coal India 145.65 -1.00
Divis Lab 4435.70.......27.45
Dr Reddys Lab 5558.50.....135.45

Eicher Motors 2675.30 4.15

Grasim Ind 1500.30. 1.55
HCL Tech 985.50. 2.00
HDFC 2459.40.....-15.85
HDFC Bank 1486.75....-11.15
HDFC Life 685.75 -0.55
Hero MotoCorp 2922.50 19.90
Hindalco 379.40 7.35
Hind Unilever 2478.00 6.70
ICICI Bank 630.85 -0.05
Indusind Bank 1007.70. -8.65
Infosys 1560.40.....-20.40
Indian OilCorp 107.55 -0.35
ITC 203.00 0.30
JSW Steel 680.55 -3.35
Kotak Bank 1716.10. 10.25
L&T 1492.30. -8.25
M&Mm 779.45 1.75
Maruti Suzuki 7584.40....... 68.50
Nestle India Ltd. ... 17646.20.......13.20
NTPC 117.35 0.95
ONGC 118.85 1.15
PowerGrid Corp 230.80 -1.60
Reliance Ind 2097.95....-12.70
SBI Life 1006.90. -1.25
State Bank 420.40. 1.20
Shree Cement 27059.95... -444.65
Sun Pharma 684.15 8.70
Tata  Consumer

Products Ltd. 756.05 1.65
Tata Motors 344.25 4.65
Tata Steel 1163.55 -3.05
TCS 3341.50 -4.25
Tech Mahindra 1085.15......-10.30
Titan 1740.30. 7.80
UltraTech Cement.....6707.25.....-68.75
UPL 791.50 -1.35
Wipro 539.35 -6.30

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on July 01

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL
US Dollar 74.36.......74.68
Euro 88.17.......88.55
British Pound 102.41...102.86
Japanese Yen (100)... 66.66.......66.95
Chinese Yuan 11.50.......11.55
Swiss Franc 80.35.....80.70
Singapore Dollar 55.20 55.44
Canadian Dollar 59.93....60.19
Malaysian Ringitt 17.88 17.96

Source:Indian Bank

IN BRIEF

Fuel demand rebounds
in June as curbs lifted
NEW DELHI

India's fuel demand
rebounded in June as easing
of COVID-19 curbs
accelerated petrol sales to
90% of pre-pandemic levels.
Petrol sale rose 5.5% y-0-y
t0 2.12 MT in June. It was up
29.35% from May, but 10.4%
lower than in June 2019,
data showed. Diesel sales
rose 18.5% from May to 5.35
million tonnes, but was down
1.84% from June 2020 and
18.8% from June 2019. pmi

Assystem acquires

99% stake in STUP
MUMBAI

Assystem S.A., an
international player in
engineering, has announced
completion of its acquisition
of 99% of share capital of
STUP Consultants, a
full-service engineering
project delivery consultancy.
The company plans to set up
a nuclear engineering
knowledge centre in India
with the objective of
becoming a leading player in
the sector.

“GNPA ratio may rise up to 11.2% in FY22"

RBI sees banks’ gross NPA ratio climbing to 9.8% under baseline scenario, from 748% in March 2021

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI
The gross non-performing
asset ratio (GNPA) of India’s
scheduled commercial
banks (SCBs) may climb by
the end of the current fiscal
year to as much as 11.2% un-
der a severe stress scenario,
from 7.48% in March 2021,
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) said in its Financial Sta-
bility Report on Thursday.
“Macro stress tests indi-
cate that the GNPA ratio of
SCBs may increase... to 9.8%
by March 2022 under the ba-
seline scenario; and to
11.22% under a severe stress
scenario, although SCBs
have sufficient capital, both
at the aggregate and indivi-

dual level, even under
stress,” the RBI said.
“The capital to risk-

weighted assets ratio of SCBs
increased to 16.03% and the

et :

a

Build buffers: Banks need to shore up capital and liquidity to
face any balance-sheet stress, says the RBI. =s.copakumar

provisioning coverage ratio
stood at 68.86% in March
2021,” the central bank said.

Going forward, as banks
respond to credit demand in
a recovering economy, “they
will need to reinforce their
capital and liquidity posi-
tions to fortify themselves

against potential balance
sheet stress,” it added.
Sustained policy support,
benign financial conditions
and the gathering momen-
tum of vaccinations were
nurturing an uneven global
recovery, the RBI noted.

“Policy support has

helped in shoring up finan-
cial positions of banks, con-
taining non-performing
loans and maintaining sol-
vency and liquidity globally,”
the central bank said.

“On the domestic front,
the ferocity of the second
wave of COVID-19 has dented
economic activity, but mone-
tary, regulatory and fiscal
policy measures have helped
curtail the solvency risk of fi-
nancial entities, stabilise
markets, and maintain finan-
cial stability,” it added.

Less-than-expected dent

“The dent on balance sheets
and performance of financial
institutions in India has been
much less than what was
projected earlier, although a
clearer picture will emerge
as the effects of regulatory
reliefs fully work their way
through,” Governor Shakti-

Auto dispatches jump on easing curbs

Maruti, Tata Motors PV wholesales double in June; July may see better volumes’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Auto manufacturers regis-
tered a significant increase
in vehicle dispatches to deal-
ers in June, following the gra-
dual easing of COVID-19 re-
lated restrictions, and
helped by last year’s low
base. Vehicle makers said
they were seeing some early
signs of positive consumer
sentiment; however, issues
such as the global semicon-
ductor shortage and rising
commodity prices conti-
nued to impact production.
India’s largest carmaker
Maruti Suzuki posted dom-
estic passenger vehicle (PV)
wholesales of more than 1.24
lakh units in June compared
with 51,274 units a year ear-
lier. “Sales in Quarter 1 of
both FY21 and FY22 have

been far from normal owing
to COVID-19 related lock-
downs and disruptions and

hence any comparison
would not be very meaning-
ful,” the company said.

Rival Hyundai Motor India
said domestic sales stood at
40,496 units (21, 320). Tata
Motors’ reported domestic
sales of 43,704 units (19,387).

The company clocked PV
sales of 24,110 units (11,419)

and domestic commercial
vehicle (CV) sales of 19,594
units (7,968).

Semiconductor shortage
Mahindra and Mahindra too
dispatched more than dou-
ble the number of PVs in the
domestic market at 16,913
units, while CV sales stood at
13,444 units (10,430). “With
the opening up of the market
in a phased manner, we are
seeing a boost in demand in
both urban and rural, and
expect the upward trend to
continue across all segments
and markets,” said Veejay
Nakra, CEO, Automotive Di-
vision, M&M Ltd. He added
that M&M’s supply chain had
stabilised except for the sem-
iconductor issue, which con-
tinued to be a challenge.
Hero MotoCorp delivered

Need to formalise ‘large
underbelly’ of economy: FM

‘Revenue generation now will help should third wave arrive’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

India needs to formalise ‘a
large underbelly’ of busi-
nesses operating outside the
system to widen the tax base
and make its finances more
resilient, Finance and Cor-
porate Affairs Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman said on
Thursday.

Stating that she was not
concerned about India’s
debt burden at this point,
the Minister said a turna-
round in the economy dri-
ven by public infrastructure
investments will be able to
bolster revenue collections.

“In India, we have to be a
lot smarter in the way in
which (tax) evasion can be
contained. Tax avoidance
will also have to be carefully
studied and action needs to
be taken on that without ob-
viously making it difficult for

Nirmala Sitharaman

honest taxpayers,” she said,
adding that technology
would be a critical tool to
plug loopholes as was being
done under the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) regime.
“There is still a large un-
derbelly which is yet to be
formalised into the main-
stream of the economy. We
have to get them on board
and make compliance, tax

assessments all easy, other-
wise small businesses will
never be encouraged to join
the system,” she said in an
interaction at the India Glo-
bal Forum.

She exuded confidence
about completing the priva-
tisation of Air India and
BPCL this year, indicating
that earlier attempts were
marred by poor timing.

Citing the eight consecu-
tive months of GST collec-
tions of more than 1 lakh
crore each, Ms. Sitharaman
said she hoped it would be
sustained as there was no
national lockdown this year
and economic activity was
picking up pace. “Revenue
generation will give us a bit
more leeway... for taking up
any challenge that arises,”
she said, to a query about In-
dia’s preparedness for a pos-
sible third wave of COVID-19.

‘Govt. must act to relieve telecom stress’

Bharti's Mittal says authorities must ensure survival of at least three operators

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Bharti Airtel Chairman Sunil
Mittal on Thursday said the
telecom industry was under
severe stress and added that
the onus was on the govern-
ment to ensure that at least
three operators survived.

Mr. Mittal’s remarks as-
sume significance amid re-
ports that cash-strapped Vo-
dafone Idea, which posted a
loss of about 7,000 crore in
the March quarter, has
sought a moratorium on the
payment of its dues to the te-
lecom department.

“To say the telecom indus-
try is in a bit of trouble is ac-
tually an understatement,”
Mr. Mittal said. “It is in tre-
mendous amount of stress. I
hope the Government, the
authorities and the telecom
department, all focus on this

CM
K

Sunil Mittal

issue and ensure India's digi-
tal dream remains intact
through the provision of at
least three operators.”

Bharti Airtel would not
hesitate to increase tariffs,
provided it acted in concert
with others, he signalled.
“We have to be mindful of
the market,” he stressed.

Mr. Mittal was addressing
reporters following the suc-

»

cessful launch of another 36
satellites by OneWeb, which
aims to deliver connectivity
across the United Kingdom,
Canada, Alaska, Northern
Europe, Greenland, and the
Arctic Region.

Pointing out that Bharti
Airtel had raised about $12
billion in the last 24 months,
Mr. Mittal said the company
was now on a firmer footing
financially. “We are a very
strong company, many times
we are underestimated in
our resolve. Yes, the compa-
ny needed more funds given
the market situation. And we
were timely in approaching
the market,” he added.

“I won’t say we were ever
worried about the compa-
ny's future but yes health did
suffer. These five, six years
have been brutal, and the re-
sult of that is for all to

see...10 operators have gone
out of business, two merged
together... gasping for breath
right now.”

“I think the government is
aware, and in my assessment
they would like to see a vi-
brant telecom sector,” Mr.
Mittal said when asked about
the steps the government
needed to take to help the
sector. “How they do it, what
balm they apply to the sec-
tor, is best left to the govern-
ment and the experts... I am
very hopeful something
should happen.”

Pitching for higher tariffs,
Mr. Mittal said, “How long
can you keep on killing each
other. The point is, when
you have a return on capital,
even by the best operator, at
low single-digit and most of
them are struggling... at least
come back to old tariffs”.

more than 4.38 lakh two-
wheelers in the domestic
market (4.3 lakh). “The ex-
pected surge in personal mo-
bility, forecast of a normal
monsoon in several parts of
the country and the improv-
ing rural sentiment are ex-
pected to lead to a swift re-
vival in sales,” the firm said.

TVS Motor saw domestic
two-wheeler wholesales ex-
ceed 1.45 lakh units in June.

Ashok Leyland said it dis-
patched 5,851 CVs in the
domestic market (2,132).

“CV sales continue to face
challenges due to slow eco-
nomic recovery,” said Mitul
Shah, head of research, Re-
liance Securities. “We expect
sales volume for July *21 to be
much superior with healthy
MoM and YoY improve-
ment,” he added.

kanta Das wrote in his fore-
word to the report.

“Yet, capital and liquidity
buffers are reasonably resi-
lient to withstand future
shocks, as the stress tests
presented in this report de-
monstrate,” he added.

Mr. Das observed that
even as the recovery was un-
derway, new risks had
emerged including “the still
nascent and mending state
of the upturn, vulnerable as
it is to shocks and future
waves of the pandemic; in-
ternational commodity pric-
es and inflationary pres-
sures; global spillovers amid
high uncertainty; and rising
incidence of data breaches
and cyberattacks”.

Sustained policy support
and simultaneous increased
fortification of capital and li-
quidity buffers by financial
entities was therefore vital.

US. weekly
jobless claims
fall, layoffs dive

REUTERS
WASHINGTON

The number of Americans
filing new claims for unem-
ployment benefits fell
more than expected last
week, while layoffs
plunged to a 21-year low in
June, suggesting the labour
market recovery from the
COVID-19 pandemic was
gaining traction.

While job cuts are eas-
ing, a shortage of willing
workers is constraining hir-
ing amid a surge in de-
mand following a reopen-
ing of the economy made
possible by coronavirus
vaccinations.

Nevertheless, the re-
ports augur well for the
closely-watched employ-
ment report for June, due
to be released on Friday.

PMI survey shows
manufacturing
shrank in June

IHS Markit’s index declined to 48.1

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
India’s manufacturing out-
put shrank in June with the
survey-based IHS Markit Ma-
nufacturing Purchasing
Managers’ Index (PMI) slid-
ing to 48.1, from 50.8 in May,
marking the industry’s first
contraction since July 2020.
Companies were at their
least optimistic for almost a
year and jobs continued to
be shed for the 15th month
in a row, IHS Markit said in a
statement. Buying levels fell
at a pace that was among
the fastest seen since PMI
data collection started in
March 2005, as weak de-
mand and a reduction in
production requirements
led firms to restrict input
purchases last month.
COVID-19 restrictions al-
so curtailed international
demand for Indian goods,
and new export orders de-
creased for the first time in
10 months, albeit modestly,
the firm said. The strict con-
tainment measures to cope
with the second wave of CO-
VID-19 negatively impacted
demand and led to renewed
contractions in factory or-
ders, production, exports
and quantities of purchases.

Capital goods worst hit
“Companies became in-
creasingly worried about
when the pandemic will
end, which resulted in
downward revisions to out-
put growth projections,”
said Polyanna De Lima, Eco-
nomics Associate Director at
IHS Markit. “As a result of
subdued optimism, jobs
were shed again in June.
“Out of the three broad
areas of the manufacturing
sector monitored by the sur-
vey, capital goods was the

worst-affected area in June.
Output here declined at a
steep rate due to a sharp fall
in sales. The sector also saw
the fastest contraction in
buying levels,” she added.

While pre-production as
well as post-production in-
ventories declined at manu-
facturing units, pre-produc-
tion stocks contracted for
the first time in 10 months.

“Falling new orders, busi-
ness closures and the CO-
VID-19 crisis triggered a re-
duction in output among
Indian manufacturers. The
decline was moderate rela-
tive to those seen in the first
half of 2020, but ended a
ten-month sequence of
growth,” IHS Markit said.

“The intensification of
the COVID-19 crisis... had a
detrimental impact on the
manufacturing economy.
Growth of new orders, pro-
duction, exports and input
purchasing was interrupted
in June as containment mea-
sures aimed at bringing the
pandemic under control
restrained demand. In all
cases, however, rates of con-
traction were softer than
during the first lockdown,”
Ms. De Lima said.

ICRA chief economist Ad-
iti Nayar said the June PMI,
however, was at odds with
available high frequency da-
ta including GST e-way bills
and electricity demand.

We are still in the middle of

a war. Not the kind that is fought
with guns and bombs, but one

that has claimed many lives

nonetheless. In a time like this,

it is important to stay brave
and not lose strength.

And few events represent
human perseverance better
than the Olympics.

THE LASTTIME W

PEOPLE HAD
TO WAIT FOR
MORE THAN

4 YEARS FOR

THE OLYMPICS,

THE WORLD
WAS AT WAR.
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Grab your copy at the nearest store or visit www.sportstar.thehindu.com/subscription

As the games kick off in
Tokyo this month, 5 special
issues of Sportstar will bring
you stories from the greatest

arena of them all. Through the
eyes of a dedicated bunch of

journalists, you will see
extraordinary people

performing extraordinary feats.

You will see odds being
met and defied. Above all,

you will see the true potential

of the human spirit.
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Clinical wins for Federer and Berrettini

Medvedev, Zverev ease through; Svitolina, Azarenka join the list of casualties; Barty advances

WIMBLEDON

AGENCIES
LONDON

Roger Federer became the
oldest man to reach the third
round at Wimbledon in 46
years, following a 7-6 (1), 6-1,
6-4 victory over Frenchman
Richard Gasquet at the
Centre Court on Thursday.

Australia's Ken Rosewall
was 40 when he made the
third round at the All-En-
gland Club in 1975.

After a tight first set, it was
one-way traffic as Federer,
39, beat Gasquet for the 19th
time in 21 meetings.

“I'm happy with my per-
formance,” Federer said. “A
tough first set, I was happy
with the second and I was
better in the third.”

The Centre Court crowd
may have split loyalties when
he next faces 25-year-old Ca-
meron Norrie of Britain.
“Cam is a good guy and is
having a wonderful year. He
has done well here but it's
time for him to go out!”, Fe-
derer said with a laugh.

Seventh seed Matteo Ber-
rettini was equally impres-
sive in his 6-3, 6-4, 7-6(4) vic-
tory over Botic Van de
Zandschulp.

The Italian, winner at
Queen’s Club last month,
fired 20 aces and advanced
in two hours and 17 minutes
to extend his record on grass
to 7-0 this year.

Russian second seed Dani-
il Medvedev reached the
Wimbledon last 32 for the
third time with a straight-
sets win over Spanish wild-
card Carlos Alcaraz.

Medvedev, fresh from his
first grass-court title in Mal-
lorca last weekend, eased to
a 6-4, 6-1, 6-2 win over 18-
year-old Alcaraz, the youn-
gest player in the draw.

Fourth seed Alexander
Zverev hit 13 aces, lost only
12 points on his serve and ad-
vanced to the third round by

Cavendish
closes in on
Merckx’s mark

REUTERS
CHATEAUROUX

Mark Cavendish’s stunning
comeback on the Tour de
France continued when
the Briton claimed his se-
cond victory in this year’s
race with a perfectly-exe-
cuted sprint on Thursday.

The Deceuninck-Quick
Step rider now has 32 stage
wins on the Tour and is
two short of the all-time re-
cord of Belgian great Eddy
Merckx as he takes part in
the race for the first time
since 2018.

Cavendish finished off
his teammates’ work in the
final straight after being led
out by Michael Morkov.

Dutchman Mathieu van
der Poel retained the race
leader’s yellow jersey as
the top positions in the
general classification re-
mained unchanged.

Dhananjaya
takes Lanka
to 241

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

Dhananjaya de Silva’s run-
a-ball 91 rescued Sri Lanka
from a top-order collapse
as it recovered to make 241
for nine in the second ODI
against England at the Oval
on Thursday.

Sri Lanka was in dire
straits at 21 for four, with
left-arm seamer Sam Cur-
ran wreaking havoc after
England captain Eoin Mor-
gan won the toss. But, Dha-
nanjaya responded with
his highest ODI score, ad-
ding 78 for the sixth wicket
with Dasun Shanaka (47).

Curran finished with his
best ODI figures of five for
48, while left-arm quick
Willey took four for 64.
The scores:

Sri Lanka 241/9 in 50 overs
(Dhananjaya de Silva 91, Da-
sun Shanaka 47, David Willey
4/64,Sam Curran5/48) vs En-
gland.
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at Wimbledon will not

feature at least one of
Serena and Venus
for the first time since
they started playing in
the late 1990s

Murray has won P

1back-to-back singles &
matches at a Major | &

for the first time since

2017 Wimbledon

There are two Indian
women (Sania and
Ankita) in the main

draw of a Grand Slam,
a first for the country

After 14 straight
losses to top-10
players, Linette has

now overcome two in a
row — Barty at French
Open and Svitolina at
Wimbledon

Berrettini has
waon 19 of his 21
matches on grass

since the start of 2019

1The singles third round

c) I have been on the Tour for years now and been through different kinds of
situations. But right now I wouldn’t say it’s very smooth times in my career
SVITOLINA after her second-round loss

beating Tennys Sandgren 7-5,
6-2, 6:3.

More carnage

Top-ranked Ash Barty ad-
vanced to the third round by
beating Anna Blinkova 6-4,
6-3, even as third seed Elina
Svitolina and 12th seed Victo-
ria Azarenka became the lat-
est upset victims. Eight of
the top 11 WTA players are
now out of the tournament
due to defeat, withdrawal or
injury.

Barty avoided an exit by
overcoming an uncharacte-
ristically unreliable serve.
She committed nine double-
faults, including three in the
first game, and was broken
three times. But she also hit
33 winners to 12 for Blinkova.

Svitolina lost to Magda Li-
nette of Poland 6-3, 6-4,

while Sorana Cirstea of Ro-
mania outlasted Azarenka 7-
6(5), 3-6, 6-4.

Linette, ranked 44th, had
28 winners to just eight for
Svitolina, a semifinalist at
Wimbledon two years ago.

French Open champion
Barbora Krejcikova extended
her winning streak to 14
matches by beating Andrea
Petkovic 7-5, 6-4. A former
Wimbledon doubles cham-
pion, Krejcikova is making
her main draw debut in
singles.

Murray fights on

On Wednesday, Andy Mur-
ray appeared down and out
before roaring to a 6-3, 4-6,
4-6, 6-4, 6-2 second-round
win over German qualifier
Oscar Otte. Murray has never
lost a Grand Slam match to a

Friday's picks
H Men

1-Djokovic vs Kudla
5-Rublev vs 26-Fognini
10-Shapovalov vs Murray

® Women

2-Sabalenka vs Osorio Serrano
7-Swiatek vs Begu
11-Muguruza vs 21-Jabeur

player ranked as low as Otte
(151).

Elsewhere, Ons Jabeur,
the first Arab woman to win
a WTA tournament, reached
the third round of Wimble-
don for the first time on
Wednesday, beating five-
time champion Venus Wil-
liams 7-5, 6-0. Venus will
next play with Nick Kyrgios
in the mixed doubles.

THE RESULTS

Second round: Men: 6-Federer
(Sui) bt Gasquet (Fra) 7-6(1),
6-1, 6-4; Bublik (Kaz) bt 18-Di-
mitrov (Bul) 6-4, 7-6(6), 7-6
(4); 2-Medvedev (Rus) bt Alca-
raz (Esp) 6-4, 6-1, 6-2; 7-Ber-
rettini  (Ita) bt van de
Zandschulp (Ned) 6-3, 6-4, 7-6
(4); Martinez (Esp) bt 13-Mon-
fils (Fra) 6-3, 6-4, 4-6, 7-6(5);
17-Garin (Chi) bt Polmans (Aus)
7-6(3), 6-2, 2-6, 7-6(5); 8-Bau-
tista Agut (Esp) bt Kecmanovic
(Srb) 6-3, 6-3, 6-7(3), 3-6, 6-3;
Bedene (Slo) bt Nishioka (Jpn)
6-1, 6-0, 6-2; 4-Zverev (Ger) bt
Sandgren (USA) 7-5, 6-2, 6-3;
29-Norrie (GBr) bt Bolt (Aus)
6-3, 6-1, 6-2; 23-Sonego (Ita) bt
Elahi Galan (Col) 4-6, 6-3, 7-6
(3), 6-1; 14-Hurkacz (Pol) bt Gi-
ron (USA) 6-3, 6-2, 6-4; 31-
Fritz (USA) bt Johnson (USA)
6-4, 7-6(4), 4-6, 6-7(4), 6-4;
Kyrgios (Aus) bt Mager (Ita) 7-6
(7), 6-4, 6-4.

Women: 1-Barty (Aus) bt Blin-
kova (Rus) 6-4, 6-3; Cirstea
(Rou) bt 12-Azarenka (Blr) 7-6
(5), 3-6, 6-4; 20-Gauff (USA) bt
Vesnina (Rus) 6-4, 6-3; 14-Krej-
cikova (Cze) bt Petkovic (Ger)
7-5, 6-4; Linette (Pol) bt 3-Svi-
tolina (Ukr) 6-3, 6-4; 30-Bado-
sa (Esp) bt Putintseva (Kaz)
6-4, 6-1; 16-Pavlyuchenkova
(Rus) bt Kristyna Pliskova (Cze)
6-3, 6-3; 19-Muchova (Cze) bt
Giorgi (Ita) 6-3, 5-7, 6-3; Rogers
(USA) bt 15-Sakkari (Gre) 7-5,
6-4; Ostapenko (Lat) bt 31-Ka-
satkina (Rus) 6-1, 3-6, 8-6; 25-
Kerber (Ger) bt Sorribes Tormo
(Esp) 7-5, 5-7, 6-4; Tomljanovic
(Aus) bt Cornet (Fra) 6-4, 0-6,
6-3.

On Wednesday:

Men: Murray (GBR) bt Otte
(Ger) 6-3, 4-6, 4-6, 6-4; 9-
Schwartzman (Arg) bt Broady
(GBR) 4-6, 6-2, 6-1, 6-4.
Women: 21-Jabeur (Tun) bt Ve-
nus Williams (USA) 7-5, 6-0.

Fallen seeds

B Men: 13-Monfils,
18-Dimitrov

B Women: 3-Svitolina,
12-Azarenka, 15-Sakkari,
31-Kasatkina

Stunning start for Sania & Mattek-Sands

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

Sania Mirza and her Ameri-
can partner Bethanie Mat-
tek-Sands knocked out sixth
seeds Desirae Krawczyk and
Alexa Guarachi to move into
the second round on
Thursday.

Sania and Mattek-Sands
were a bit rusty at the start
but once they got their
rhythm, they dominated the
match and won 7-5, 6-3
against the American-Chi-
lean combination in one
hour and 27 minutes.

The third game had seven
deuce points before Mattek-
Sands held serve. Sania and
Mattek-Sands too had two
opportunities to break their
rivals, but the American
fluffed a volley before Desi-
rae produced a good serve.

Guarachi hit a forehand
wide at 15-30 to hand two set
points in the 12th game. The
Indo-American combination
did not squander it this
time, Sania sealing the set
with an overhead smash. In
the second, Sania and Mat-
tek-Sands opened up a 3-1
lead and went on to win 6-3.

However, Ankita Raina
and Lauren Davis of USA
crashed out in the opening

Sania, right, and Mattek-Sands... causing a flutter. =arp

round, losing 3-6, 2-6 to 14th
seeds Asia Muhammad and
Jessica Pegula in a one hour
10 minute contest.

In men’s doubles, Rohan

Bopanna and Divij Sharan
suffered a 6-7(6), 4-6 loss
against the 11th-seeded pair
of Henri Kontinen and
Edouard Roger-Vasselin.

Djokovic, Federer in Olympics list

Barty and Osaka to headline women’s field in Tokyo

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic,
Switzerland’s Roger Federer,
Japan’s Naomi Osaka and
Australia’s Ashleigh Barty
are on the entry lists for the
Tokyo Olympics that were
announced on Thursday by
the International Tennis
Federation. Federer has said
he would wait until Wimble-
don ends to decide whether
he will head to Japan.
Eligibility is based on the
rankings of June 14, the day
after the French Open end-
ed. Seven of the Top 10

players in both the WTA and
ATP rankings currently are
on Thursday’s lists.

For the women, that’s No.
1 Barty, No. 2 Osaka, No. 4
Aryna Sabalenka (Belarus),
No. 5 Elina Svitolina (Uk-
raine), No. 7 Bianca An-
dreescu (Canada), No. 9 Iga
Swiatek (Poland) and No. 10
Petra Kvitova (Czech Repu-
blic). Stars missing are Ro-
mania’s Simona Halep and
Americans Serena Williams
and Sofia Kenin.

For the men, apart from
No. 1 Djokovic and No. 8 Fe-
derer, the others in the list

Giant-killer Switzerland looks to spring a surprise on Spain

Lukaku will likely be the main attacking threat as Belgium takes on Italy in a mouth-watering quarterfinal

EURO 2020

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
ST. PETERSBURG
Switzerland will try to follow
up its shock elimination of
world champion France
against Spain on Friday, after
reaching the quarterfinals of
a major tournament for the
first time in 67 years.
Vladimir Petkovic’s side
recovered from two goals
down to force extra time
against much-fancied France
and prevailed on penalties as
2018 World Cup hero Kylian
Mbappe missed the decisive

spot-kick.
Now the Swiss hope to
spring another surprise

against a Spain team that has
scored 10 times in two games
after a slow start to the group
stage. Alvaro Morata’s re-
demptive strike helped se-
cure a 5-3 extra-time win ov-
er Croatia, but Spain will

need to cut out the errors if it
is to contend for a record
fourth Euro title.

History is on Spain’s side
against Switzerland, having
lost just once in 22 meetings,
a 1-0 defeat in South Africa
that sparked its run to the

2010 World Cup title.

Spain captain Sergio Bus-
quets is the lone survivor
from that team, while the
Barcelona midfielder and
Jordi Alba are the only two
players in the squad left from
its Euro 2012 triumph.

Switzerland  celebrated
what striker Haris Seferovic
called “the most beautiful of
nights” as it dumped out
France to win its first Euro-
pean Championship knock-
out tie.-The last time the
Swiss reached a major quar-

England eases to five-wkt. win, seals series

Dunkley (73 n.o.) shares a 92-run unbroken sixth-wicket stand with Brunt

INDIA IN ENGLAND

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
TAUNTON
England beat India by five
wickets in the second wo-
men's One-Day International
to take a 2-0 series-clinching
lead here on Wednesday.
Sophia Dunkley (73 not
out) and Katherine Brunt (33
not out) shared 92 runs for
the unbroken sixth wicket to
chase down the target of 222
with 15 balls to spare.

Winfield-Hill shines

Opener Lauren Winfield-
Hill (42) was the other nota-
ble contributor.

For India, leg-spinner
Poonam Yadav took two
wickets for 63 runs while vet-
eran Jhulan Goswami, Shik-
ha Pandey and Sneh Rana
got one wicket each.

England pacer Kate Cross,
who finished with five for 34,
was named player-of-the-

match.
»

On the ball: Sophia Dunkley's unbeaten half-century took
England home. =GeTTY ImMAGES

SCOREBOARD

INDIA
221in 50 overs
ENGLAND
Lauren Winfield-Hill ¢ Taniya b
Shikha 42 (57b, 4x4, 1x6), Tam-
my Beaumont b Jhulan 10 (755,
1x4), Heather Knight c Jhulan b
Poonam 10 (24b, 1x4), Nat Sciver
¢ Taniya b Sneh 19 (29b), Amy
Jones ¢ sub (Radha) b Poonam
28 (34b, 3x4), Sophia Dunkley
(not out) 73 (81b, 5x4, 1x6),
Katherine Brunt (not out) 33
(46b, 3x4); Extras: (b-4, lb-1,
w-4, nb-1): 10; Total (for five
wkts. in 47.3 overs): 225.
FALL OF WICKETS
1-16 (Beaumont, 4.5 overs), 2-48
(Knight, 12.1), 3-82 (Winfield-
Hill, 18.4), 4-92 (Sciver, 21.5), 5-
133 (Jones, 28.5)
INDIA BOWLING

Jhulan 10-0-39-1, Shikha 9-1-
34-1, Deepti 8.3-0-41-0, Poo-
nam 10-0-63-2, Sneh 10-0-43-1.
Player-of-the-Match: Cross.

England won by five wkts.
with 15 balls left and leads
three-match series 2-0.
Third and final ODI: July 3, Wor-
cester, 3.30 p.m. IST

]

Heady duels: Switzerland and Italy players gear up for the quarterfinals against Spain and Belgium respectively. =ap/GETTY IMAGES
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terfinal it lost 7-5 to Austria as
hosts of the 1954 World Cup.

Romelu Lukaku will likely
be the main attacking threat
when Belgium takes on Italy
in Munich in the other quar-
terfinal. The Inter Milan for-
ward has scored three goals

P.K. AJITH KUMAR

India may have lost the se-
cond ODI to England at
Taunton by five wickets on
Wednesday, but the Women
in Blue put up a much better
fight than they did in the
first game of the series. Leg-
spinner Poonam Yadav was
one of the reasons for that.

England captain Heather
Knight’s wicket was Poo-
nam’s first in ODIs since No-
vember 6, 2019. She had
gone wicket-less in her four
previous matches, all
against South Africa at Luck-
now in March.

“To take wickets and to
contribute to the team’s
cause matter a lot to a bow-
ler, so it felt nice when I got
wickets after a long time,”
Poonam said at a virtual
press conference.

“I'hope to carry this form
forward, but will try to con-

TODAY'S MATCHES

QUARTERFINALS

Switzerland vs Spain

.......... Belg|umvs|taly
12.30 a.m. (Saturday)

Live on Sony Ten 2, 3 &
Sony Six (SD & HD)

in his team’s four victories so
far. And with Kevin De
Bruyne and Eden Hazard
both doubtful for the game,
Italy captain Giorgio Chielli-
ni and teammate Leonardo
Bonucci — both defenders at
Juventus — will know just
who to focus on.

The Italians haven’t been
beaten in a national team re-
cord 31 matches, though
they were taken to extra-
time by Austria in the round
of 16. Belgium has only bea-
ten Italy once before in a
competitive game — in the
1972 Euro quarterfinals.

- ‘Gained from working
- with Hirwani, Powar’

Poonam feels India will win final ODI

] |

Poonam. =FiLE PHOTO

cede fewer runs.”

She said she had gained
by working with Narendra
Hirwani and India coach Ra-
mesh Powar. “I learnt varia-
tions from Hirwani sir and
field placements from Ra-
mesh sir,” she said.

“We batted and bowled
better (in the second ODI),”
she said. “We also fielded

very well. We will win the
third match.”

are No. 2 Daniil Medvedev
(Russia), No. 4 Stefanos Tsit-
sipas (Greece), No. 6 Alexan-
der Zverev (Germany), No. 7
Andrey Rublev (Russia) and
No. 9 Matteo Berrettini (Ita-
ly). Spain’s Rafael Nadal, Ro-
berto Bautista Agut and Aus-
tria’s Dominic Thiem do not
figure in the list.

Defending singles cham-
pion Andy Murray been
granted a special exemption
because he has the most
Olympic and Grand Slam tit-
les of the players whose
ranking is not good enough
to earn direct entry.

Carlsen and
Ding take lead

RAKESH RAO
NEW DELHI

Magnus Carlsen hit back to
nullify Levon Aronian’s
lead and regained his lost
grip in the fourth game for
a 2.5-1.5 victory after Ding
Liren raced away to a 2.5-
0.5 win over Vladislav Arte-
miev in the first set clash of
the Goldmoney Asian Ra-
pid online chess tourna-
ment on Thursday.

Aronian, who topped
the league phase following
an unbeaten run before
downing Arjun Erigiasi,
stunned Carlsen in the first
game. Undeterred, Carlsen
avenged the loss in the se-
cond by riding home on a
two-pawn cushion. The
third game ended in a posi-
tional draw in 28 moves.
The results, semifinals: Set
One: Magnus Carlsen (Nor) bt
Levon Aronian (Arm) 2.5-1.5;
Ding Liren (Chn) bt Vladislav
Artemiev (Rus) 2.5-0.5.

ICC to award

same points
for each WTC
match won

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The International Cricket
Council (ICC) will award
standardised 12 points for
every match won during
the second World Test
Championships cycle
which kicks off with the
five-match series between
India and England in
August.

Teams will get six points
in case of a tie and four
points if the match ends in
a draw.

“Instead of each series
being worth the same num-
ber of points, 120, irrespec-
tive of whether the series is
played over two Tests or
five Tests, the next cycle
will see each match being
worth the same number of
points — a maximum of 12
per match,” an ICC board
member said.

A ND-NDE



e THE HINDU
FRIDAY, JULY 2, 2021

TV PICKS

Tour de France: Eurosport
(SD & HD), 2.30 p.m.
Wimbledon 2021: SS Select
1&2(SD &HD), 3.30 p.m.
Euro 2020: Sony Ten 2, 3 &
Sony Six (SD & HD), 9.30
p.m. &12.30 a.m. (Saturday)
Copa America 2021: Sony
Ten 1, 2 & Sony Six (SD & HD),
2.30 a.m. (Saturday); Sony
Ten 2 & Sony Six (SD & HD),
5.30 a.m. (Saturday)

NBA: SS Select 1 (SD & HD),
6.30 a.m. (Saturday)

IN BRIEF

Sharath Kamal signs up
with Fast&Up

CHENNAI

India’s top table tennis player
A. Sharath Kamal has signed
up with Fast&Up, a sports
nutrition brand, for his
all-dietary supplement
requirements as he prepares
for the Tokyo Olympics.
"Being a sportsperson,
dietary supplementation is
important as my competitive
performance is heavily
dependent on my diet.
Therefore, having access to
Fast&Up supplements which
embrace fitness and a
healthy lifestyle, | am
inclined towards achieving
my fitness goals," he said.

Prajnesh loses

PORTO (PORTUGAL)

Second seed Prajnesh
Gunneswaran was beaten 6-3,
1-6, 6-4 by Steven Diez of
Canada in the
pre-quarterfinals of the
€44,820 Challenger tennis
tournament here on
Thursday. In doubles
quarterfinals, Sriram Balaji, in
partnership with Luca
Margaroli of Switzerland, was
beaten 7-6(5), 7-6(4) by the
second seeds Hunter Reese
and Sem Verbeek.

Diksha and Tvesa make
modest starts in Holland
ARNHEM

Diksha Dagar and Tvesa Malik
opened their campaigns at
the Big Green Egg Open on
the Ladies European Tour
with a card of one-over 73
each to share 34th place after
the opening round. However,
Vani Kapoor, six-over, and
Astha Madan, 11-over, are in
danger of missing the cut.
Australia's Stephanie Kyriacou
is in the lead with a 66. pTi

HFI to organise women's
handball league

HYDERABAD

The Handball Federation of
India (HFI) president A. Jagan
Mohan Rao announced on
Thursday that it will organise
a separate professional
league for women players
along with the men's league
that has been delayed due to
the coronavirus pandemic.
The decision was taken at
HFI's annual executive
meeting in Jaipur on
Wednesday.

Former footballer
Prasannan passes away

KOZHIKODE
Former India footballer M.
Prasannan died at the age of
73 in Mumbai on Thursday. An
outstanding midfielder, he
made his international debut
in 1973. After getting noticed
as a promising footballer in
his hometown of Kozhikode,
he joined Dempo and then
Central Bank, Mumbai. He
played in the Santosh Trophty
for three States — Kerala, Goa
and Maharashtra.
‘ '
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Sancho moves to

United for $100m

BERLIN

Bundesliga side Borussia
Dortmund confirmed on
Thursday it had reached a
deal to transfer England
forward Jadon Sancho to
Manchester United for a fee
of $100 million (£73 million).
Sancho will become the
second most expensive
English footballer when he
joins United, which signed
Harry Maguire two years ago
from Leicester for £80
million.arp
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K

All set: Two-time paralympic champion Devendra Jhajharia is primed to deliver at Tokyo after
improving his own world record at the trials on Wednesday. =FiLe pHOTO

‘Jhajharia books Tokyo berth with world record

Amit Kumar and Sandeep also qualify for the Games

PARALYMPICS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Javelin thrower Devendra
Jhajharia rewrote his own
world record as he punched
his ticket for the Tokyo Para-
lympics during a national
selection trial here.

The 40-year-old, who has
won two gold medals in the
men’s F46 category at the
Paralympics, sent the spear
to a distance of 65.71m dur-
ing the trials here on
Wednesday.

“Today at the Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium in Delhi, I
qualified for the Tokyo Para-

Japan still unsure about spectators

COVID-19 cases in the capital city have been steadily on the rise

TOKYO OLYMPICS

ASSOCIATED PRESS
TOKYO

Japan Prime Minister Yoshi-
hide Suga is still uncertain
whether fans can be allowed
at the Tokyo Olympics be-
cause of growing concern
about rising COVID-19 cases
on Thursday, only three
weeks before the Games.

Cases here have been stea-
dily on the rise, triggering
fears the Games would accel-
erate the spread of the virus.

Resurgence
Experts warned that the
highly contagious delta

strain could trigger rapid re-
surgence of the infections
that may require another
state of emergency, even
during the Games starting
on July 23.

“I have made it clear that
having no spectators is a pos-
sibility,” Suga said as he not-
ed Tokyo’s rising caseloads.
“We will take steps as we

the virus situation. =reuters

prioritise safety and security
of the people.”

On Wednesday, the city
confirmed 673 new cases,
the 12th straight day of a
week-on-week increase.

Dr. Mitsuo Kaku, a medi-
cal advisor for the Tokyo me-
tropolitan government, told
a weekly meeting on Thurs-
day that the city was turning

into a “critical situation” as
the upsurge was triggered by
the delta variant.

A two-month-long state of
emergency here and other
metro areas was downgrad-
ed by Suga on June 21.

Decision next week
He said he will decide what
to do with the measures next

Neymar, Sanchez back for knockouts

Brazil starts favourite against Chile in the quarterfinals

COPA AMERICA

ASSOCIATED PRESS
RIO DE JANEIRO

Defending champion Brazil
and Chile will have their star
players back in action when
they meet in the Copa Amer-
ica quarterfinals on Friday.

Neymar will return for
Brazil and Alexis Sanchez
has recovered from a calf-
muscle injury ahead of the
encounter at the Nilton San-
tos Stadium here.

The Selecao spared a
group of regular starters in
the 1-1 draw with Ecuador on
Sunday, resting Neymar, de-
fender Thiago Silva and strik-
er Gabriel Jesus. Others, in-
cluding Casemiro, entered as
substitutes in that game.

Brazil, with three wins in
four matches, is the clear fa-
vourite to win.

Chile lacks form

Chile’s only win in the group
stage was against Bolivia and
it is lacking the kind of form
that inspired its back-to-back
championship wins in 2015
and ’16. Sanchez missed

Ready for the challenge: Neymar, Fred and Gabriel Jesus share

a light moment ahead of the last-eight contest. =ap

Chile’s group-stage matches
and his absence affected the
team’s production.

Coach Martin Lasarte will
decide whether 32-year-old
Sanchez will start against
Brazil or come off the bench.

“To play against the host
is always difficult, but Brazil
is also the team that is possi-
bly in best shape,” Lasarte
said. “We have to play our
best match so far. That is al-
ways possible. We will try to
annul their virtues and ex-
plore their flaws.”

TODAY'S SCHEDULE

QUARTERFINALS

Peru vs Paraguay
2.30 a.m. (Saturday)

........... Braz“ vsch|[e e CO
5.30 a.m. (Saturday)

LiveonSony Ten1,2 &
Sony 6 (SD & HD)

Also on Friday, 2019 run-
ner-up Peru will take on Pa-
raguay at the Olimpico Stadi-
um in Goiania. The winner
will face Brazil or Chile in the
semifinals in Rio.

Paul powers Suns to the summit clash

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LOS ANGELES

Chris Paul erupted for 41
points to lead Phoenix Suns
into the NBA Finals on Wed-
nesday with a series-clinch-
ing 130-103 victory over Los
Angeles Clippers.

The Suns — who squan-
dered the opportunity to
wrap up the Western Confe-
rence Finals at home on
Monday — rebounded with
an emphatic away win, tak-
ing the best-of-seven series
4-2.

It is only the third NBA Fi-
nals appearance for the
Suns, and the first since
1993. The Suns failed to even
reach the playoffs for 10 con-
secutive seasons before the
2020-2021 campaign.

»
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Hail the hero! Chris Paul holds aloft the Western Conference

Finals winner's trophy. =ap

Paul, the 36-year-old, 11-
time NBA All-Star, drew on
all his experience to get the
Suns over the line. Wednes-
day’s win finally gives Paul
the chance to shed his tag as
one of the greatest players in
NBA history to never win a
championship.

Paul’s 41-point effort was

backed by double-digit con-
tributions from Devin Book-
er (22), Jae Crowder (19) and
Deandre Ayton (16). Marcus
Morris Sr. led the Clippers
with 26 points while Paul Ge-
orge added 21.

The result: WC Finals: LA Clip-
pers 103 lost to Phoenix Suns
130 (Suns win series 4-2).

week, a decision that will af-
fect Games spectators.

Organisers last week de-
cided to allow up to 10,000
spectators or 50% of venue
capacity if emergency mea-
sures are lifted before the
Games. Following criticisms
and concerns raised by ex-
perts and the public, govern-
ment officials later said they
were open to having no fans
if the infections worsen.

Experts said lifting the
measures was unthinkable
given the virus situation, and
daily cases could exceed
1,000 before the Olympics
and quickly multiply during
the Games if measures were
delayed.

Options

Natsuo Yamaguchi, head of
Komeito, a smaller coalition
partner of the governing Lib-
eral Democratic Party, on
Thursday called on the go-
vernment “to consider a no-
spectator  option  and
promptly inform the pu-
blic”.

lympics by setting a new
world record of 65.71, break-
ing my older record of 63.97
[set at Rion in 2016] in a
qualifying event.

Family support

“This was possible because
of my family’s support, and
the efforts of my coach Sunil
Tanwar and fitness trainer
Lakshya Batra,” Jhajharia
tweeted in Hindi.

Jhajharia won at the 2004
Athens Paralympic Games,
setting a new world record
of 62.15m, and repeated the
feat 12 years later at Rio edi-
tion bettering his own re-
cord with a throw of 63.97m
to become the first Indian to

clinch two gold medals at
the Paralympics.

Asian Para Games gold
medallists Amit Kumar Saro-
ha and Sandeep Chaudhary
have also qualified for the
Tokyo Games.

Two-time Paralympian
Saroha will represent the
country in the F51 category
in discus and club throw,
while Chaudhary will be
competing in the F44 javelin
throw event at the Games to
be held from August 24 to
September 5.

India has been granted 24
slots and the final team list
will be announced by the Pa-
ralympic Committee of In-
dia on Friday

Jabir qualifies
for 400m
hurdles

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KOCHI

M.P. Jabir of the Indian Na-
vy, who clocked 49.78s to
win the 400m hurdles gold
at the recent inter-State
athletics championships,
has qualified for Tokyo
through the World ranking
quota where there are 14
spots available, a defence
spokesman said here on
Thursday.

The 25-year-old is cur-
rently ranked 34th in the
World Athletics’ Road to
Olympics rankings where
40 athletes qualify. Jabir
said he would be the first
Indian male to participate
in that event at the Games.

The choice: Fouaad Mirza has picked Dajara 4 as his equine partner. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

EQUESTRIAN

ASHWIN ACHAL
BENGALURU

Equestrian Fouaad Mirza has
chosen Dajara 4 as his equine
partner for the Tokyo
Olympics.

Mirza, sponsored by Em-
bassy Group, had to choose
either Dajara 4 or Seigneur
Medicott.

Difficult decision

“It was a difficult decision to
make as both horses are real-
ly good. However, at the
Olympics, we have two

rounds of show jumping after
cross-country, which is Medi-
cott’s weak link. That was the
main reason why we chose
Dajara,” Mirza said at a media
interaction.

The relationship between
the rider and his horse forms
a key part of the sport, with a
bond developed over years of
being together.

“I saw and rode Dajara for
the first time in 2019. T knew
right away that she was a top
horse. After a conversation
with Jitu (Virwani, Chairman
and Managing Director at Em-
bassy Group) and Silva Storai

(Embassy International Rid-
ing School Director), we were
able to procure her,” Mirza
said.

A veterinary doctor, an
equine physiotherapist and a
groom will accompany Daja-
ra to Tokyo.

“We have seen him as a
young lad in our riding sta-
bles. He’s been an extremely
disciplined cadet, which
makes me more convinced
that an Olympic medal is
right around the corner.

“That will make the coun-
try proud and boost the sport
overall,” Virwani said.

Barcelona’s finances holding up new Messi contract

We are in the process of finding the best solution, says club chief Laporta

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BARCELONA

Barcelona’s poor finances
have become the stumbling
block to getting Lionel Messi
to sign another contract, ac-
cording to club president
Joan Laporta.

Messi was officially no lon-
ger a Barcelona player on
Thursday, following the ex-
piry of his contract. That
came 16 years after the for-
ward signed his first profes-
sion contract with the club
that he joined at age 13.

Cautiously optimistic
Laporta has continued to
mark a cautiously optimistic
tone when asked if he was
close to convincing Messi to
stay put. Laporta was club
president when a teenage
Messi had his breakout. He
returned to run the club in
March after winning an elec-
tion with the promise he
would use his good relation-
ship with Messi to get him to
stay.

Late on Wednesday, La-
porta told a popular sports
talk radio show that the deal
was being held up only be-

What next? Lionel Messi is no longer a Barcelona player
officially, following the expiry of his contract. =ap

cause of the Spanish league’s
strict financial fair play
rules.

“We want him to stay and
Leo wants to stay, it is all go-
ing well,” Laporta told Onda
Cero radio.

“We still have to deal with
the issue of financial fair
play. We are in the process of
finding the best solution for
both parties.” Barcelona’s
all-time leading scorer is in
Brazil leading Argentina at
the Copa America, far from

the hubbub at Camp Nou.

Huge blow
Barcelona’s finances suf-
fered a huge blow last sea-
son, when the questionable
management by the prior
club board was exacerbated
by a drop in revenues pro-
voked by the pandemic.
When Laporta returned
to power, he inherited a club
saddled with debt of 1.2 bil-
lion euros (USD 1.4 billion)
and massive contracts that

former club president Josep
Bartomeu gave players, in-
cluding Messi.

Messi’s previous contract,
signed in 2017, earned him
an eye-poppingl38 million
euros (USD 164 million) per
season. Laporta has said that
Messi is willing to take a sig-
nificant pay cut, but even so,
the club is apparently strug-
gling to make the numbers
work.

Laporta recently said Bar-
celona’s finances “were
worse than I had imagined.”
He said the payroll plus oth-
er payments tallied 650 mil-
lion euros (USD 771 million).

The Spanish league
slashed the salary cap for
Barcelona down from a
league-high 671 million eu-
ros (USD 796 million) for the
2019-20 season to just 383
million euros (USD 454 mil-
lion) for last campaign.

A new salary cap is ex-
pected to be announced in
the coming weeks, but with
Barcelona’s finances still a
mess it is expected to be
much more generous. The
salary cap is proportional to
70% of a club’s revenue.

Veteran footballer Hakim recounts Rome Olympics

V. V. SUBRAHMANYAM
HYDERABAD

The Indian football team last
participated in an Olympics
in the 1960 edition in Rome.
S.S. Hakim, son of coach
Syed Rahim of Hyderabad,
was a member of the squad
which, however, failed to
make it to the knockout
phase.

Missed chances

For Hakim, now 81, it stands
out as one of the memorable
experiences though he in-
sists it was a story of missed
chances for the Indian team.

“The team was led by the
great P.K. (Banerjee) with
my father as the coach. Tul-
sidas Balaram scored two
goals — one each against
Hungary and Peru. But un-
fortunately we lost both the

S.S. Hakim.

matches,” Hakim told The
Hindu.

“We had the satisfaction
of holding France with P.K.
equalising in the 7Ist mi-
nute. But we failed to make
the knock-out phase.

“The atmosphere was un-
thinkable. Being just there
and basking in the aura of an

Olympics is something
which every athlete dreams
of. I was fortunate to be part
of that squad,” said Hakim,
who did not get a chance to
figure in the starting line-up
of the star-studded team.

Golden era

“The fact that India failed to
make it to the Olympics after
the Rome Games can also
put in perspective the quali-
ty of that team. That was the
golden era of Indian football
and Hyderabad produced 15
Olympians.

“The bench strength was
so good that a stand-by XI
was always waiting to grab
the chance. Yet, Rahim Saab
had an unfulfilled dream of
India winning an Olympic
medal,” Hakim added.

“Top football officials

»

Iam not sure
whether I will be
able to see an Indian
team in the Olympics
in the near future

C

from the United Kingdom
were so impressed with Ra-
him Saab’s coaching that
they invited him to be a visit-
ing lecturer to enlighten
them about the art of scor-
ing. Unfortunately, I couldn’t
make the trip because of fo-
reign exchange issues.

“I am not sure whether I
will be able to see an Indian
team in the Olympics in the
near future. I may be wrong,
but I find fault with the fancy
for these foreign coaches,
forgetting the artistry and
natural skills which the In-
dians possessed for decades
now,” Hakim concluded.

A ND-NDE



Hello Readers,

Join our telegram channel
TheHindu000

for UPSC based daily
newspapers before anyone
else on telegram @4 AM

Link-
https://t.me/TheHindu000

or search for
@TheHindu000


mailto:@thehindudailyCA

	TH-2021-07-02-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_01-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-07-02-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_02-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-07-02-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_03-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-07-02-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_04-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-07-02-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_05-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-07-02-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_06-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-07-02-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_07-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-07-02-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_08-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-07-02-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_09-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-07-02-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_10-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-07-02-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_11-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-07-02-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_12-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-07-02-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_13-uxz.pdf
	TH-2021-07-02-DEL-Delhi-TH-5_14-uxz.pdf
	Thenewsmaster1.pdf

