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'F|led prellmlnary report

on Jaipur Golden deaths
NEW DELHI

Health Minister Satyendar
Jain on Friday said the report
submitted by the Delhi
government to the High
Court in May, which said that
21 deaths in Jaipur Golden
Hospital were not due to
oxygen shortage, was a
“preliminary report”.

CITY » PAGE 3

‘Minister’ quits during
farmers' parliament

NEW DELHI

On the second day of the
‘Farmers' Parliament' at
Jantar Mantar in Delhi, the
'Minister of Agriculture and
Farmers' tendered his
resignation after he “couldn't
meet eyes of the farmers".

NEWS » PAGE 8

Landshps kill 49 in
Raigad; rescue
efforts hampered

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE
PUNE

At least 60 persons have
been killed in landslips trig-
gered by intense rain in west-
ern Maharashtra and the
coastal Konkan region as
monsoon fury continued un-
abated on Friday.

While the entire State, in-
cluding the normally arid
Marathwada and Vidarbha
regions, have been receiving
particularly heavy showers
over the last 72 hours, the sit-
uation remained particularly
grim in the Mahad and Po-
ladpur tehsils in Raigad, Chi-
plun and Khed in Ratnagiri,
as well as the ‘sugar belt’ dis-
tricts of Kolhapur, Satara and
Sangli.

Forty-nine of those killed
died in three separate land-
slips in Raigad itself.

' 60 killed as rain

First responders: Locals carrying out rescue operatlons after several people diedin a landsllp
at Taliye village in Satara district of Maharashtra on Friday. =e1i

Tragedy struck Taliye vil-
lage in Mahad on Thursday
evening when the entire vil-
lage of around 35 houses was
instantly buried in a major
landslip in an incident
strongly reminiscent of the
2014 Malin landslide in Pune.

Kashmiris among snooping targets

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

News and opinion website
The Wire on Friday reported
that Delhi-based Kashmiri
journalists, a prominent civil
society activist critical of the
official policy towards Jam-
mu and Kashmir and over 25
people from Kashmir were
selected as potential targets
of surveillance between 2017
and mid-2019 by an as yet

unidentified  government
agency that was believed to
be a client of the NSO Group
of Israel.

According to The Wire re-
port, the names include sep-
aratist leader Bilal Lone and
the late S.A.R. Geelani,
whose phones were forensi-
cally analysed by it. “For the
other potential targets in
Kashmir, it was not possible,
for one reason or another, to

conduct forensic analysis.
As The Wire and its media
partners have noted, the ap-
pearance of a number in the
leaked database does not ne-
cessarily mean that the
phone in question had been
infected, but it does mean
that the phone number was
likely selected for potential
surveillance,” it said.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

While the precise casualty
figures were not confirmed,
the authorities said so far
more than 35 bodies had
been recovered from the de-
bris while more than 70 peo-
ple were missing.

Other sources said 38 bo-

dies had been retrieved from
the site till now.

Local people were the first
responders as heavy rainfall,
waterlogging, and disrupted
connectivity delayed the Na-
tional and State Disaster Res-
ponse Forces (NDRF and

Drone with explosives

PEERZADA ASHIQ
JAMMU

A drone (unmanned aerial
vehicle) with explosives was
shot down in Jammu’s Akh-
noor sector on Friday and
the tying material used “re-
sembles the ones found with
the payloads dropped” on
the technical airport at the
Air Force Station, Jammu, on
June 27 that left two IAF per-
sonnel injured.

Low-key ceremony: Flagbearers Harmanpreet Singh and Mary Kom lead the Indian contingent during the athletes’ parade at

the opening ceremony of the Tokyo Olympics.

REUTERS (REPORT ON PAGE 15)

“There was a specific in-
put that the Jaish-e-Muham-
mad (JeM) was planning to
drop a payload by a drone
near Akhnoor. Around 1
a.m., the police spotted the
drone and shot it down.
Around 5 kg of improvised
explosive device (IED) mate-
rial was attached to it,” Addi-
tional Director General of
Police, Jammu, Mukesh
Singh said.

SC upholds
NGT ban on
firecrackers

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Friday dismissed a chal-
lenge to a National Green
Tribunal (NGT) ban on
the sale and use of fire-
crackers during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic in the
National Capital Region
(NCR) and all cities and
towns where the ambient
air quality is in the poor
or above categories.

A Bench led by Justice
A.M. Khanwilkar said it
did not require a report
by the Indian Institute of
Technology to know that
firecrackers were bad for
the lungs.

The court reminded
the petitioners, mostly fi-
recracker manufacturers
who said the ban was an
impediment to their live-
lihoods, that the world
was in the middle of a
pandemic.

DETAILS ON » PAGE 2

Sidhu opens new innings as chief of Punjab Congress

CM Amarinder, who had expressed displeasure at the elevation, joins event and congratulates him

VIKAS VASUDEVA
CHANDIGARH

Navjot Singh Sidhu, the
newly-appointed president
of the Punjab Pradesh Con-
gress Committee, on Friday
formally took charge at a
ceremony, with Chief Minis-
ter Amarinder Singh, who
had expressed his displea-
sure at Mr. Sidhu’s eleva-
tion, joining the event and
congratulating him.

On July 18, Mr. Sidhu was
elevated as State party chief
along with four working
presidents by the All India
Congress Committee.

Capt. Amarinder had
been maintaining that he
will not meet Mr. Sidhu un-
til the latter publicly apolo-
gises for his personal dero-
gatory social media attacks
against him.

CM
K

Between the lines: Amarinder Slngh and Navjot Sidhu at the
latter's oath-taking ceremony in Chandigarh on Friday. =emi

However, he met Mr. Sid-
hu during a ‘tea’ hosted by
him, even though Mr. Sidhu
didn’t tender any public
apology, ahead of the offi-
cial function where Mr. Sid-
hu took charge of the party

affairs.
»

At the event, Capt. Ama-
rinder congratulated the
new PCC team, including
Mr. Sidhu. He said “We will
now move together in polit-
ics. We have to think and
work towards welfare of
Punjab... not just Punjab

but the country. Punjab
shares a long border with
Pakistan... China, Pakistan
and now Taliban in Afghan-
istan, they will all come and
sit at Kashmir’s border,
Punjab’s border. We need
people together.”
Addressing the gather-
ing, Mr. Sidhu said the pur-
pose of his post was to re-
solve the issues of people.
“The Congress is united...
today, all workers in Punjab
Congress have become par-
ty chief, and there’s no dif-
ference between a leader
and workers. My aim is to
work towards giving the
power of people back to
them. I'll work towards the
fulfilment of the party’s 18-
point agenda,” he asserted.
“The agitating farmers
sitting on the borders of

Delhi, protesting teachers,
doctors with problems, se-
curing justice in sacrilege
cases, catching the big fish
involved in drugs trade etc.
are the real issues,” he said,
adding that he cared only
about the welfare of Pun-
jab. “Punjab will win, Pun-
jabis will win,” he stressed.
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
president Sukhbir Badal
was quick to hit out at the
Congress. “Was this a coro-
nation or a vote of no confi-
dence by @INCPunjab
against its own govt, pro-
posed by the old president
and seconded by the new?
With 6 months to poll in
Punjab, did anyone hear
any Congressman sounding
proud of their govt? All one
heard was a non-perfor-
mance song,” he tweeted.

pounds Maharashtra

Revival sees
rise in extreme
rainfall events

Amid the monsoon’s revival
since the second week of
July, rainfall has seen
significant variation across
the country. Several parts of
the western Konkan coast
and the southern peninsula
were seeing instances of
extreme rainfall. According
to IMD data on the regional
distribution, the South
Peninsula has seen 29%
more rain than normal from
June 1to July 23. » PAGE 9

SDRF) teams.
teams struggled to clear
boulders and damaged roads
to reach the village.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8
TWO LANDSLIPS IN KARNATAKA
STALL TRAINS » PAGE 5

shot down

The IED, the police said,
was to be picked up by mili-
tants or their supporters on
this side of the International
Border. The IED, which
could be detonated by con-
necting a few wires, was at-
tached to a wing of the hexa-
copter (having six wings). It
was fitted with both a flight
controller and a GPS.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

The relief

Parliament stalled
for 4th day in a row

Opposition raises Pegasus, farmers’ stir

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Parliament failed to func-
tion for the fourth day in a
row following protests from
the Opposition on issues
ranging from the Pegasus
spyware controversy to the
farmers agitation.

In the Rajya Sabha, Trina-
mool Congress MP Santanu
Sen was suspended for the
remaining part of the mon-
soon session for snatching
and tearing the statement
on Pegasus that was being
read by the Minister for
Electronics and Information
Technology (MEITy) Ashwi-
ni Vaishnaw on Thursday.
The motion seeking his sus-
pension was moved by Mi-
nister of State for Parliamen-
tary Affairs V.
Muraleedharan and was
passed by a voice vote.

The Opposition parties
protested against the move,
saying that they were not gi-
ven any opportunity to res-
pond. Trinamool MPs Derek
O’Brien and Sukendu Sek-
har Ray said the concerned
member should have been
given an opportunity to
speak. Mr. O’Brien also
pointed out that after the
house adjourned on Thurs-
day, Mr. Sen was roughed
up. “We saw boorish beha-
viour and hooliganism in
this house,” he said.

In response, Chairman
Venkaiah Naidu said this is-

Santanu Sen

sue was not brought to his
notice. Congress Chief Whip
Jairam Ramesh asked Mr.
Naidu to allow for a clarifica-
tion on the statement on Pe-
gasus made by Mr. Vaish-
naw.

Though Mr. Sen was
asked to leave the House by
Mr. Naidu, he continued to
remain in his seat. Amid the
protests, the House was ad-
journed thrice as despite
multiple pleas from the De-
puty Chairman, Mr. Sen did
not leave. In fact, he re-
mained seated inside the
House even after the ad-
journments. His picture was
circulated to all entry gates
of the House with directions
to the marshals that he
should not be allowed in-
side. Convention dictates
that no business can be
transacted till the suspend-
ed member is removed from
the House.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Delhi HC orders police to shift LGBTQ
couple to safe house, provide security

The duo came to the Capital from Punjab to get married

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on Fri-
day directed the police to
shift a LGBTQ community
couple, wanting to get mar-
ried but facing threats from
their families, to a safe
house set up by the Delhi go-
vernment and provide them
adequate security.

Justice Mukta Gupta di-
rected the SHO of Mayur Vi-
har Phase-I police station to
take the duo to Kingsway

Camp where a safe house
has been set up for couples
“whose relationship is op-
posed by their families or lo-
cal community and khaps”.
The HC also issued notic-
es to the family members of
the couple. It will hear the
matter again on August 2.
The couple, through ad-
vocate Utkarsh Singh, ap-
proached the HC saying they
are adults and their relation-
ship is not acceptable to
their families as they belong

to the LGBTQ community.
Mr. Singh said the couple
were assaulted by their fami-
ly members after which they
came to Delhi from Punjab
to solemnise their marriage.
In 2018, the Supreme
Court had passed an order
to protect couples choosing
interfaith or inter-caste mar-
riages after NGO Shakti Vahi-
ni filed a petition against
“honour killings”. It had
asked States to set up safe
houses for such couples.
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Delhi Metro instals selfie
points to support athletes
NEW DELHI

The DMRC has installed
several selfie points across
the metro network to pledge
support to Indian athletes at
the Tokyo Olympics. The
DMRC tweeted: “Many
enthusiastic patrons joined
the entire nation in cheering
for our athletes. Show your
support along with Delhi
Metro to the pride of our
nation at the Tokyo
Olympics..."

BIMTECH welcomes
students of 34th batch

NEW DELHI

On the occasion of 34th
Commencement Day, Birla
Institute of Management
Technology, Greater Noida,
rolled out a virtual red carpet
to welcome more than 400
students of its 34th Batch of
PGDM 2021-23 and their
family members on July 23,
2021. MD and CEO of Tech
Mahindra, C.P. Gurnani, was
chief guest at the event. He
shared his journey to boost
the morale of the students.

Wife of TMC
MLA robbed

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The wife of TMC MLA and
former Rajya Sabha Mem-
ber of Parliament Vivek
Gupta was robbed of her
bag by a gang in south-east
Delhi’s Lajpat Nagar on Fri-
day afternoon, the police
said.

Deputy Commissioner
of Police (South-East) R.P.
Meena said the victim, Ka-
nika Gupta, is currently re-
siding at a hotel in Lodhi
Colony. A case charge of
theft has been registered.

The incident happened
when she was in her car
with her driver on Defence
Colony flyover. A man in-
tercepted their vehicle fol-
lowing which the driver de-
boarded the car. Suddenly,
another person distracted
her following which, she
too, deboarded the car.

Next, when she got in-
side the car, she found that
her bag containing cash,
phone, gold coin and docu-
ments was missing. Furth-
er probe is under way, the
police added.

SC dismisses plea challenging NGT
ban on sale and use of firecrackers

Bench says IIT report not required to gauge ill-effects of firecrackers on health

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Friday
dismissed a challenge to a Na-
tional Green Tribunal (NGT)
ban on the sale and use of fi-
recrackers during the pan-
demic in the NCR and all ci-
ties and towns where the
ambient air quality is in the
‘poor’ or above categories.

A Bench led by Justice A.M.
Khanwilkar said it does not
require a report by the Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT)
to know that firecrackers are
bad for the lungs. The court
reminded the petitioners,
mostly firecracker manufac-
turers who said the ban was
an impediment to their liveli-
hoods, that the world is in the
middle of a pandemic.

The NGT had in its Decem-
ber 2020 order that only
green crackers would be per-

mitted for Christmas and New
Year — between 11.55 p.m.
and 12.30 a.m. — in areas
where the ambient air quality
is in the ‘moderate’ or below
categories. District Magis-
trates were directed to ensure
that firecrackers were not
sold and violators are fined.

‘Right to business’

The Tribunal had reasoned
that the “right to business is
not absolute. There is no right

to violate air quality and
noise level norms”. The court
agreed with the Tribunal or-
der and said no further clarifi-
cation was required.

In 2017, the apex court had
banned the use and sale of
toxic crackers on the basis of
a petition filed by two infants
— a six-month-old and
14-month-old.

‘Right to life’

They had said the air pollu-
tion caused by various fac-
tors, especially firecrackers,
has made Delhi a gas cham-
ber. They pleaded for their
right to life. The court had
said the sale of green and im-
proved crackers would be on-
ly through licensed traders.
The court had dismissed ar-
guments that bursting crack-
ers was a fundamental right
and an essential practice dur-

People speak on hunger at public
hearing held by food rights group

Several talked about issues in getting ration from govt. centres

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Rozi Roti Adhikaar
Abhiyaan (DRRAA) on Friday
held a public hearing on hun-
ger and food insecurity in the
Capital.

Several people from diffe-
rent parts of the city shared
their experiences on how
during the pandemic and
economic distress, they were
unable to get ration from the
government designated
centres.

Krishna Devi, a domestic
help from Gautampuri, said:
“My husband is unable to
work owing to health issues.
Even during the last lock-
down, we did not receive any
ration. I have visited several
government offices and tried
to arrange all kinds of docu-
ments. Despite that, I have
struggled to even get a ration
card made. It has become in-
creasingly difficult to sustain
ourselves without govern-
ment aid.”

Two criminals arrested in
attempt to murder case

An accused was on parole due to COVID

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

A 25-year-old man - out on
special parole due to COVID
in June — and his accom-
plice have been arrested af-
ter a brief exchange of fire
in  north-east  Delhi’s
Brahmpuri, the police said
on Friday.

DCP (North-East) Sanjay
Kumar Sain said the ac-
cused have been identified
as Arbaj and Shahwaj (25) —
both residents of Zafrabad.

A firing incident took
place in Seelampur on July
14 following which a case of
attempt to murder was
registered.

“The accused duo was
identified. On Friday at
12.35 a.m., a police team
raided a house in Nand
Ram Mohalla in Brahmpuri
in search of Arbaj and Shah-
waj. The duo was found on
the first floor of the house,”
the officer said, adding that

after seeing the policemen,
they tried to flee the spot. A
chase began.

The police said they con-
ducted an intensive search
operation in the area and
later, zeroed in a house,
which was locked from
inside.

“The house owner was
not opening even after re-
petative knocking. Later,
the owner, who appeared
scared, opened the gate
and requested police to
save his family as both the
accused were hiding in his
house,” the officer said.

The accused then fired
three rounds at the police
team.

The team also fired in
self-defense and the ac-
cused received gunshot in-
juries on their legs, Mr. Sain
said.

They were then shifted
to a hospital where they are
undergoing treatment.

@ I had applied for a

ration card in 2016
but still haven’t got
one. I did not even
receive any ration
through the
e-coupon system

VEERWATI
Aresident of Pratapgarh

Several people also said
despite having applied for ra-
tion cards years back, they
still haven’t received one.

Amrita Johri of the DRRAA
said according to an RTI res-
ponse, around two lakh ra-
tion card applications are
pending with the
government.

Veerwati from Pratapgarh
said: “I had applied for a ra-
tion card in 2016 but still ha-
ven’t got one. I did not even
receive any ration through
the e-coupon system, which
was launched last year dur-
ing the lockdown. This time,
I visited the designated

Man nabbed for
killing relative
over loan’ issue

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 36-year-old man allegedly
killed his relative and anoth-
er man in north-west Delhi’s
Wazirpur, the police said on
Friday.

The accused — Sandeep
Jain, owner of a utensil fac-
tory in Wazirpur Industrial
area, and his accomplices —
driver Sanjay Kumar (28)
and rickshaw-puller Sunil —
have been arrested, they
said. The trio killed Suren-
der Gupta (36), owner of a
chemical godown in Bawa-
na, and his friend Amit Goel
(35).

Jain had borrowed 320
lakh from Gupta but was un-
able to repay the loan fol-
lowing which he was threa-
tened with dire
consequences. Goel’s body
was found inside his car in
Timarpur on Thursday.
Gupta was found dead in-
side Jain’s factory, the police
said.

BJP to launch protest if CM fails to fulfil
promises made to farmers in a month

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The BIP on Friday an-
nounced it was giving Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal a
month to fulfil promises
made to the Capital’s farm-
ers failing which the par-
ty’s Kisan Morcha would
launch an agitation.

Leader of Opposition in
the Delhi Assembly Ramvir
Singh Bidhuri termed it
“shameful” that courts had
to remind the Chief Minis-
ter of the promises made to

CM
K

the people which he had
“conveniently forgotten”,
including those made to
the farmers of Delhi.

“The same kind of pro-
mises are being made to
farmers in Punjab and they
will face the same kind of
betrayal at the hands of Mr.
Kejriwal. He has become a
promise making machin-
ery but has been terrible at
fulfilling them,” Mr. Bidhu-
ri alleged at a meeting of
the Delhi BJP Kisan Morcha
Working Committee

»

The LOP said Mr. Kejri-
wal had promised to the
farmers of Delhi that if he
came to power, he would
give 50% more price than
the MSP announced by the
Centre but this has not
happened.

This announcement, Mr.
Bidhuri said, was made
around three years ago and
if calculated in terms of va-
lue, the Delhi government
owed 300 crore to the
farmers and demanded
that it be paid to them.

schools several times but was
told that the ration is out of
stock. Not only did I not get
ration, but I also ended up
spending more on
commuting.”

Suman Devi, a resident of
the Lal Gumbad camp, de-
scribed how delayed ration
distribution had affected the
family of four.

“My husband used to work
in a factory, and he has been
out of work since lockdown. I
used to work as help but I lost
that as well. My eldest child
had to discontinue studies
and we are trying hard to
provide proper nourishment
to the younger one as well. It
was only in June that we got
the ration designated for May
and that too after much hass-
le. Expenses for everything
have increased. They ask us
to nourish our children well.
How are we supposed to do
that when we have no work
and ration ourselves?,” rued
Ms. Devi.

ing religious festivals like
Diwali.

“We feel that Article 25
(right to religion) is subject to
Article 21 (right to life). If a
particular religious practice is
threatening the health and
lives of people, such practice
is not to entitled to protection
under Article 25... Our endea-
vour is to strive at balancing
of two rights, namely, right of
the petitioners under Article
21 and right of the manufac-
turers and traders under Arti-
cle 19(1)(g) of the Constitu-
tion,” Justice Sikri had
observed.

“If the situation is covered
by general directions of the
Supreme Court, it must be fol-
lowed in letter and spirit. In
other words, these appeals
are devoid of merit and are
dismissed,” Justice Khanwil-
kar’s Bench said on Friday.

Apex court rejects DJB petition for
contempt action against Haryana

DJB claims Yamuna water not being supplied as per 1996 order

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
W)ELHI
The Supreme Court on Fri-
day dismissed a petition
filed by the Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) seeking contempt ac-
tion against Haryana Chief
Secretary Vijai Vardhan
and Additional Chief Secre-
tary Irrigation and Water
Resources  Department,
Devender Singh, for wilful-
ly disobeying a February
1996 order of the court to
maintain the water level at
the Wazirabad reservoir to
serve the drinking water
needs of the Capital.

Appearing before a
Bench led by Justice A.M.
Khanwilkar, senior advo-
cate Vikas Singh, for DJB,
submitted Haryana was not
supplying Yamuna water to
the Capital as required un-
der the court order.

Mr. Singh said there was
a shortage of 450 cusecs in

HC issues notice on plea for
draft MPD in Punjabi, Urdu

Matter posted for hearing on August 31

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court Friday
sought DDA’s reply on a peti-
tion seeking publication of
the draft Master Plan of Delhi
2041 in Punjabi and Urdu
languages.

An HC Bench issued not-
ice in the petition filed by Na-
tional Hawker Federation
and six individuals and grant-
ed time to Delhi Develop-
ment Authority to file
response.

The petition, which is filed
through advocate Anuprad-
ha Singh and Imsori Amri, al-
so seeks a direction to DDA
publish all the documents,
including the preparatory
studies and maps, relied
upon by it while preparing
the draft Master Plan 2041.

The petition states that
while the master plan was
critical for envisioning the ci-
ty’s upcoming 20 years, DDA
published the published its
draft for the general only in
Hindi and English and ex-
cluded the two other official

IYC objects to Lekhi’s
comment on protesters

Srinivas calls her remark ‘indecent’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

The Indian Youth Congress
(IYC) on Sunday protested
against “indecent” remarks
made by Union Minister
Meenakshi Lekhi against
farmers.

The National president of
IYC, Srinivas B.V., said re-
marks made by Ms. Lekhi
towards the food givers of
the country are highly
condemnable.

“For the last 8 months,
the country’s food produc-
ers have been fighting day
and night on the border of
Delhi against the three
black agricultural laws,
leaving everything behind,
but the BJP government of
the capitalists is trying to
crush the protest. The
country’s youth will not let
Modi government succeed
in their conspiracy,” Mr. Sri-
nivas said.

languages, and
Urdu.

It is thus argued that such
publication was discrimina-
tory as it excluded the part of
the population which cannot
read Hindi or English.

The petition also asserts
that stakeholders would
want to share suggestion but
most of them are unaware of
the draft master plan and are
in no position to contribute.

The petition submits that
sharing information with res-
pect to the plan was essential
to not only ensure transpa-
rency but to also protect the
right of citizens to partici-
pate. The matter would be
heard next on August 31.

Punjabi

(' Contempt petition
was an absolute
abuse of process
by the DJB

SHYAM DIVAN

Senior advocate for Haryana

the water supplied by Ha-
ryana to Delhi regardless of
the court’s directions.

‘Water crisis in Delhi’

“Due to non-supply of
adequate water by Harya-
na, the water level in the
Wazirabad reservoir is only
31% of the capacity. This
has the possibility of trig-
gering a severe water Crisis
in Delhi. The petitioner has
already had to curtail wa-
ter for several areas in Del-
hi, including President’s
Estate, Parliament House
and other institutional and
diplomatic buildings as
well as many residential
areas,” the DJB had

submitted.

Senior advocate Shyam
Divan, for Haryana, coun-
tered that the contempt pe-
tition was an “absolute
abuse of process” by the
DJB.

Haryana 1is releasing
more than 1,000 cusecs of
water and sometimes even
more, he submitted.

The court dismissed the
contempt petition after a
short hearing.

The DJB had accused Ha-
ryana of contempt for act-
ing in clear violation of the
apex court order of Febru-
ary 29, 1996, in the Delhi
Water Supply and Sewage
Disposal Undertaking ver-
sus State of Haryana case.

The DJB, earlier in 2021,
had approached the apex
court to “immediately
stop” Haryana from dis-
charging pollutants into
the Yamuna River.

ICSE, ISC board results to
be declared today at 3 p.m.

‘Write to school regarding any objection’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Council for the Indian
School Certificate Examina-
tions (CISCE) on Friday said
it will announce results for
Class X and XII board exami-
nation on July 24.

Chief Executive and Secre-
tary of CISCE Gerry Arath-
oon said the results of IC-
SEand ISCexaminations will
be declared at 3 p.m. The re-
sults will be published on its
website, through SMS and
made available to schools
through the CAREERS Portal.

‘Imputed marks’

Board examinations for Class
X and XII had been cancelled
due to COVIDand will be an-
nounced on basis of an alter-
nate assessment policy de-
cided by the board by
calculating “imputed
marks”. “In the event, a can-
didate has objections regard-
ing computation of marks in
the result, she or he may
make a written application to

g
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Ishrat seeks bail, claims police
have no evidence in riots case

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Former Congress council-
lor Ishrat Jahan, arrested
under the stringent law UA-
PA, sought bail on Friday in
the north-east Delhi riots
conspiracy case saying that
Delhi Police does not have
“an iota of evidence”
against her.

Ms. Jahan and several
others have been booked
under the anti-terror law in
the case and are accused of
being the “masterminds”
of the February 2020 riots,

which had left 53 people
dead and over 700 injured.

“The intent was to false-
ly implicate her. The inves-
tigating agency [police]
does not have an iota of evi-
dence to show that Ms. Ja-
han was connected to the
conspiracy,” said advocate
Pradeep Teotia, appearing
for Jahan, while arguing for
her bail before Additional
Sessions Judge Amitabh
Rawat.

This is the first time the
accused has sought regular
bail in the matter.

»

The results will be
published on its
website, through
SMS and made
available to
schools through
the CAREERS
Portal

the school, stating the objec-
tion in detail along with rea-
sons thereof,” the Board said.

It added that schools will
be required to review all such
applications and only upon
being satisfied with the con-
tentions made therein, for-
ward the same to the board
along with comments and re-
marks endorsing the conten-
tions made and documents
supporting the opinion re-
garding the computation of
marks. “In case the result
will need to be altered, the
CISCE will notify the Head of
the School concerned. This
dispute resolution mechan-
ism is only for the correction
of calculation errors,” Mr.
Arathoon said.

C

Delhi riots: HC
seeks police

reply on Tahir
Hussain’s plea

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court Friday
asked the police to respond
to a plea by former AAP
councillor Tahir Hussain —
arrested in connection with
the north-east Delhi riots
last year — seeking to set
aside UAPA provisions relat-
ing to terror activities in-
voked against him in the
chargesheet.

Justice Mukta Gupta is-
sued notice to the Centre,
Delhi government and Delhi
Police on the petition,
which has also challenged
grant of sanction to prose-
cute him in the case lodged
under the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention)  Act
(UAPA).

The court said a reply af-
fidavit/ status report be filed
by the authorities within
four weeks and listed the
matter for further hearing
on September 28.

Senior advocate Mohit
Mathur, representing Hus-
sain, submitted that alth-
ough the provisions relating
to terrorist activities have
been invoked against him in
the charge sheet, there is
nothing to show that his act
was that of a terrorist.

Hussain has sought to set
aside UAPA provisions in-
cluding sections 13 (punish-
ment for unlawful activi-
ties), 15 (terrorist act), 16
(punishment for terrorist
act) and 18 (punishment for
conspiracy) invoked in the
charge sheet filed by the
Crime Branch of Delhi Pol-
ice. The chargesheet in the
UAPA case relates to an al-
leged larger conspiracy that
led to the riots.

A ND-NDE



THE HINDU cen
SATURDAY, JULY 24, 2021

Timings
DELHI
SATURDAY, JUL. 24
RISE  05:39
RISE  19:52
SUNDAY, JUL. 25
RISE  05:39
RISE 20:38
MONDAY, JUL. 26
RISE  05:40
RISE 21:17

SET 19:17
SET 05:29

SET 19:17
SET 06:36

SET 19:16
SET 07:41

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 35 26
Safdarjang 35 26
Palam 34 26

Delhi Palam Today

37°C Uneasy warm and humid
weather likely. A spells of rain
or thunderstorm may occur
with partly cloudy to cloudy
sky.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
37°C Very warm and humid
day. Light rain and thunder-
storm likely at some places
with cloudy sky.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.

Advance of
X293 cr. given
to North body
for salary: Jain

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Urban Development Minis-
ter Satyendar Jain on Fri-
day said that 3293 crore
has been released to the
North Delhi Municipal Cor-
poration (NDMC) to give
salaries.

“On Thursday, the Delhi
government gave an ad-
vance of 3293 crore to the
North body to help them
pay the salaries of em-
ployees. They were facing
a problem in paying the
salaries. Now, we hope that
they release the salaries as
soon as possible. We have
given them an advance for
the next instalment, which
is not due yet,” Mr. Jain
said.

However, Delhi BJP spo-
kesperson Praveen Shan-
kar Kapoor has said that
Delhi government has not
released any specific ad-
vance amount for salary
payment to North body
employees and Mr. Jain’s
statement in this context is
“misleading”.

32 ex-engineers
and technocrats
sign up for BJP

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Over 32 retired engineers
and technocrats from the
Delhi Development Auth-
ority (DDA), municipal cor-
porations and the New Del-
hi  Municipal Council
joined the BJP on Friday.

State BJP president
Adesh Gupta, while wel-
coming them into the party
fold, said he hoped they
would work for the welfare
of the society and country
as per party policies. “It is
for the first time that such a
large number of techno-
crats have joined the party
to work for the people,”
Mr. Gupta said on the
occasion.

Param Yadav, one of the
joinees, thanked the party
and said this would be the
first time that a political
party would have an engi-
neers cell. “We are always
eager to work for the party
and the country. We are
hopeful that the vast expe-
rience of so many engi-
neers would give a distinct
direction to the party and
would take it to a new
height,” he said

Jaipur Golden Hospital deaths
report ‘preliminary’: Minister

The Delhi government-appointed panel had not stated that it is an initial report

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Health Minister Satyendar
Jain on Friday said that a re-
port submitted by the Delhi
government to the High
Court in May, which said that
21 deaths in Jaipur Golden
Hospital was not due to oxy-
gen shortage, was a “preli-
minary report”.

“In that particular case,
they [committee members]
had to submit the report in
one day. It can be called a
preliminary report,” Mr. Jain
said during a media briefing.

“We had formed a com-
mittee to look into all such
cases, but the Central go-
vernment through the L-G
ended that committee,” he
added.

The four-member com-
mittee, which prepared the
report, was formed by the
Delhi government on the di-
rections of the High Court
and nowhere in the report it
was mentioned that it is a
preliminary report. “Report
of the Committee on Death
in Hospital due to insufficien-
cy of oxygen supply” is the

A COVID-19 patient belng brought to Jaipur Golden Hospital
in New Delhi. =FILE PHOTO: SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

name given in the document
submitted to the High Court.

On Wednesday, Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Siso-
dia had said the Delhi go-
vernment does not have any
data on oxygen shortage-re-
lated deaths as the Central
government did not allow
them to form another com-
mittee to look into all claims
of deaths due to lack of oxy-
gen and give compensation
to the families.

Mr. Sisodia made the com-
ment in response to the
Centre’s statement in Parlia-
ment that “no deaths due to
lack of oxygen have been

specifically reported by
States/UTs” during the se-
cond wave

Hospital’s contention

But Jaipur Golden Hospital
had said that the deaths were
linked to oxygen shortage.
“Twenty critically-ill COVID
patients died last night over
oxygen crisis. The oxygen
stock was never completely
dry, but the pressure was low
as we were running out of
stock,” Dr. D.K. Baluja, Medi-
cal Director of Jaipur Golden
Hospital in Delhi had said on
April 24, adding that the
deaths were “linked” to the

Apex court says Aravali forest land
encroachments will be cleared

It had refused to halt demolition of illegal constructions in June

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court orally
said on Friday that structures
encroaching into the ecologi-
cally fragile Aravali forest
land at Lakarpur Khori in Ha-
ryana will be cleared.

The court had on June 17
refused to halt the demolition
of about 10,000 unauthor-
ised residential constructions
encroaching into the forest
land.

On June 7, it had directed
the Faridabad Municipal Cor-
poration to “take all essential
measures to remove en-
croachments on the forest
land without any exception”.
The court had categorically
said that “land-grabbers can-
not take the refuge of the rule
of law”.

A Bench of Justices A.M.
Khanwilkar and Dinesh Ma-
heshwari on Friday gave the

The court had categorlcally said that "land grabbers cannot

take the refuge of law".

corporation four more weeks
to complete the demolition.
Additional Advocate General
of Haryana, Arjun Bhardwaj,
informed the court that 74
acres of land had been
cleared.

Senior advocate Colin
Gonsalves, for some of the re-
sidents, said there was no ef-
fective rehabilitation policy
for them. “The situation is ve-
ry tragic. Everyone is on the
streets. All houses are emp-

L-G grants powers of
detaining authority
to Delhi Police chief

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Lieutenant Governor Anil Bai-
jal has granted the powers of
detaining authority to Delhi
Police chief till October 18 un-
der the National Security Act,
according to a notification.

It comes ahead of Indepen-
dence Day and at a time farm-
ers protesting against the
agriculture laws have been
holding ‘Kisan Sansad’ at Jan-
tar Mantar. Delhi Police said it
is a routine order and is is-
sued regularly.

The NSA allows preventive
detention of an individual for
months if the authorities feel
that the individual is a threat
to the national security, and
law and order, police said.

“In exercise of the powers
conferred by sub-section (3)

Lt. Governor Anil Baual =PI

of Section 3, read with clause
(e) of Section 2 of the National
Security Act, 1980, the Lt. Go-
vernor is pleased to direct
that during the period July 19
to October 18, the Delhi Police
Commissioner may also exer-
cise the powers of detaining
authority under sub-section
(2) of the Section 3 of the afo-
resaid Act,” the notification
stated.

= FILE PHOTO: SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

ty,” Mr. Gonsalves submitted.
He highlighted the COVID-19
situation. He said the current
policy suffered from defects.

The court pointed out that
Mr. Gonsalves was referring
to a draft policy. The Bench
directed the corporation to
consider a representation to
be made by Mr. Gonsalves for
the residents before finalising
the policy.

The court listed the case
for hearing next on August 3.

oxygen shortage.

The report submitted to
the High Court also said that
Jaipur Golden Hospital has
“claimed” that the reported
deaths were “due to the defi-
ciency of oxygen”.

Panel report

“In view of the above obser-
vations, the committee was
of the opinion that all 21 re-
corded patients were sick or
critical and suffering from
COVID-19 infection. As per
the case records made availa-
ble to the committee, all the
reported patients were get-
ting oxygen therapy or venti-
lation throughout the hospi-
tal stay including the time of
resuscitation and there was
no mention of any oxygen
shortage in any of the case
records. In view of the natu-
ral virulent course of the dis-
ease and lack of any evidence
suggestive of oxygen shor-
tage in the case records, the
committee was of the opi-
nion that shortage of oxygen
as the cause of death could
not be ascertained,” the re-
port by the committee read.

Unlocking can lead to rise in
COVID-19 cases, warns VK. Paul

‘Centre’s advice must be taken before imposing travel norms’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

NITI Aayog member Dr. V.K.
Paul has asked the Delhi go-
vernment during a meeting
to be “watchful” and warned
that unlocking can lead to an
increase in COVID-19 cases.

“The next three months
are important. We need to be
watchful,” Dr. Paul said at a
meeting of the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
(DDMA) on July 9, as per mi-
nutes of the meeting re-
leased later.

He said “unlock activity
could lead to an increase in
cases, though at present the
positivity rate of cases is at
its lowest point”. Dr. Paul al-
so said that Delhi should take
the advice of Centre before
imposing any restrictions on
inter-State travel

Also, Dr. Samrian Panda
of the Indian Council of Med-
ical Research said that the
“third wave is unlikely to be
as severe as the second
wave”. But he warned that a
substantial third wave would
be plausible if any new var-
iant emerges, which is more
infectious and escapes prior
immunity in the absence of

Will take cue from others
on school reopening: CM

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Friday said that the
Delhi government would re-
view the experience of other
State that have opened school
and would take a decision re-
garding opening schools
based on the information re-
ceived. He added that the
ideal situation for reopening
schools would be after vacci-
nation is complete.

“Ideally, we will not open
the schools until everyone is
vaccinated. However, seeing
that other States are also reo-
pening schools we will review
how it goes for them and ac-
cordingly plan out. We have
been receiving a lot of mes-
sages from the parents re-
garding the safety of children
and want to assure them that
safety will be our priority,”
Mr. Kejriwal said.

He added that there are
not enough vaccines being
supplied to Delhi and that the

Confer highest civilian
award on Siddiqui: Cong.

Party demands X1 crore aid to his kin

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Delhi Congress on Friday
wrote to Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal asking him to
confer the highest civilian
award of the Delhi govern-
ment on photojournalist Dan-
ish Siddiqui, who was killed
while on assignment in Af-
ghanistan. He also demanded
that an honorarium of 1
crore be paid to his family.
Delhi Congress chief Ch.
Anil Kumar said that Mr. Sid-
diqui as a photographer with
Reuters had captured mass
cremation of bodies of COVID
victims in Delhi that had at-
tracted international atten-
tion and had called the bluff
of both the Central and State
governments about the num-
ber of actual COVID fatalities
during the second wave of

Danish Siddiqui. =p1i

the pandemic.

“Siddiqui leaves behind
his parents, two siblings, his
wife and two children. A fi-
nancial reward to his family
will be a befitting tribute to
this brave man, who had
earned name and fame not
only for himself and Delhi but
also for the country,” Mr. Ku-
mar said.

Delhi govt. to give X1 crore each to kin of six bravehearts

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government will
give a ‘Samman Rashi’ of 1

crore each to the families of

six “bravehearts of Delhi”
who lost their lives in the
line of duty.

A decision to this effect

was taken at a meeting of

the Delhi Cabinet. The Reve-
nue Department proposed
to provide ex-gratia, which
was approved by the Cabi-

net on the instructions of

Chief  Minister  Arvind
Kejriwal.
“The people of Delhi who

lost their lives in the line of
duty cannot be compensat-
ed, but the family will get
some help from the amount
given by the government to
honour their sacrifice,” Mr.
Kejriwal was quoted as hav-
ing said.

The six men include
three from the Indian Air

Force (IAF), two from Delhi
Police and one from the Ci-
vil Defence wing.

Assistant Commissioner
of Police Sanket Kaushik,
who is from Ajmer in Rajas-
than and residing in Vasant
Vihar, died after a speeding
mini truck coming from Gu-
rugram hit him at Rajkori
flyover on July 25, 2020.

Constable Vikas Kumar, a
resident of Jhajjar, was do-
ing picket duty near Outer

Ring Road on September 15,
2016 when a speeding car
from Munirka hit the barri-
cade, injuring him. He died
at ATIMS on October 1.

Civil Defence Volunteer
Parvesh Kumar, a resident
of VPO Khaira, was with his
team checking vehicles near
Mangolpuri flyover in Sep-
tember 2020 when he was
hit by a truck, resulting in
his death.

Rajesh Kumar, an Air

Force employee, and Sunit
Mohanty, a Lieutenant in
the IAF died after an aircraft
crashed near Menchuka in
Pari Hills in Arunachal Pra-
desh on June 2019.

Meet Kumar was a Squa-
dron Leader in the Air
Force. His MiG-21 aircraft
crashed during an opera-
tional flight on July18, 2018
at Kangra Hills in Himachal
Pradesh in which he passed
away.

CM says ideal situation for
reopening schools would be
after vaccination. sfiLe pHoTO

Centre needs to rethink its
system of supplying vaccines
so it can provide the States
with more stock.

Mr. Kejriwal was speaking
on the sidelines of an event
where he inaugurated the
country’s first ISO 9001 certi-
fied AAP MLA office in the Ti-
marpur constituency.

He informed the public
that the office will follow a
system that will solve the grie-
vances of the public while
making sure they are at
convenience.
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adequate lockdown
measures.

“In the absence of these
two factors, the projected
third wave is unlikely to be as
severe as the second wave.
The timing of the third wave
remains uncertain and it
would be driven by factors
outside the scope of modell-
ing,” he said.

62 new cases

Meanwhile, the city reported
58 new COVID-19 cases in the
past 24 hours, taking the to-
tal cases to 14,35,778, accord-
ing to a Delhi government
bulletin. There was only one

death and the total number
of deaths stood at 25,041.

A total of 67,817 tests were
done in a day and the test
positivity rate (TPR) was
0.09%. Of the total cases,
14,10,164 people have reco-
vered and there are only 573
active cases.

Also, the COVID-19 vac-
cine stock of the city will last
for only less than a day, as
per a vaccination bulletin.
The city has been facing a si-
milar situation for more than
10 days and the Health Minis-
ter had said last week that
500 vaccination centres
were shut due to shortage.

Vaccinate students before
opening institutions: NSUI

Students detained while staging stir

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The National Students Un-
ion of India (NSUI) on Friday
demanded a vaccination
policy for all the students
across the country before
opening educational institu-
tions and conducting any
examinations.

The students organised a
demonstration and attempt-
ed to march from the NSUI
office on Raisina Road to
Parliament House. But they
were stopped by the police

and detained.

The students demanded
that entrance examinations
and other examinations be-
ing held across the country
be conducted keeping in
mind the safety of students.
It also demanded compen-
sation to students for the
lost academic year. The
NSUI said that the Central
government has not de-
clared any relief package for
the students’ fraternity even
after 1.5 years of the pan-
demic has passed.

TO ADVERTISE
PLEASE CONTACT

Mr. N SELVA KUMAR
PH: 9820350726

selvakumar.n@thehindu.co.in

THE®f« 2 HINDU

India’s National Newspaper

m %1

THE=4222 HINDU
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspa er does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

We are taking all necessary COVID 19 Precautiona

DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

‘B!

be readable.

File No.F.18 (15)/2021-MP
Dated: 24.07.2021
Place: New Delhi

(MASTER PLAN SECTION)

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Delhi Development Authority published
the public notice for inviting objections/
suggestions with respect to the Draft Master
Plan for Delhi-2041 (MPD-2041) on
09.06.2021 for a period of Forty-five (45)
days. The Central Government has extended
the period for filing objections/ suggestions by
Thirty (30) days. Objections/ suggestions with
respect to the Draft Master Plan for Delhi-2041
can be filed up to 23 August, 2021.

Any person having any objections/
suggestions with respect to the Draft MPD-2041
may send the objections/suggestions via web
portal: http://online.dda.org.in/MPD2041 or
in writing to the Commissioner-cum-
Secretary, Delhi Development Authority,
Block, Vikas Sadan, New Delhi-
110023 within a period of 30 days from
the date of publication of this notice. The person
making the objections or suggestions should
give his/her name, address and telephone/
contact number(s)/ E-mail ID which should

Commissioner-cum-Secretary,
Delhi Development Authority
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Mosque panel gives land for Kashi
temple corridor in exchange deal

It was done as a goodwill gesture, says Gyanvapi Masjid Committee in Varanasi

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW

The Gyanvapi Masjid com-
mittee in Varanasi said it had
handed over a 1,700 sq feet
separate plot of land in the
periphery of the Kashi Vish-
wanath-Gyanvapi Masjid
complex for the under-con-
struction Kashi Vishwanath
Temple Corridor project on
the request of the adminis-
tration in exchange of anoth-
er plot.

Sayid Yasin, joint secre-
tary of the Anjuma Intejamia
Masajid, the caretaker of the
masjid, told The Hindu on
Friday that it was done as a
“goodwill gesture” but a se-
nior official of the Kashi Vish-
wanath Temple Trust de-
scribed it as simply an
exchange of plots.

In lieu of the plot, which is
separate from the land on

which the mosque is situat-
ed, the mosque committee
received a smaller 1,000 sq
feet plot at a distance of 100
mts at Bansphatak, Mr. Yasin
said. The registry for the land
was done on July 8 and the
land was handed over subse-
quently, he added.

Chief Executive Officer of
Shri Kashi Vishwanath Tem-
ple Trust Sunil Verma said
the “exchange” deal was car-
ried out with the Uttar Sunni
Central Waqf Board. “It has
nothing to do with the mos-
que. It [the plot] was outside
the periphery of the mos-
que,” Mr. Verma said.

Explaining the difference
in sizes of the two plots ex-
changed, Mr. Verma said the
exchange was done as per
the value of the land, and not
the size. The exchange of
land rule was based on land

to value, he said. In mone-
tary value, both lands were
equal, he stressed.

Mr. Yasin said the mosque
committee had three plots in
the complex. One housed the
mosque; the second had a
common passage for both
Hindu and Muslim devotees
and the third (plot no. 8276)
had a police control room
built on it for the security of
the two sites.

‘Bigger security setup’
However, since the Kashi
Vishwanath Temple Corridor
was coming up near the com-
plex, it was felt that a bigger
security setup would be re-
quired at the location, he
said.

“The passage that leads to
the temple was not big
enough,” he said.

Mr. Verma, however, ar-

Released Manipur journalist to
move Supreme Court against NSA

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Manipur journalist Kishor-
chandra Wangkhem, re-
leased after more than two
months in jail, said he was
considering petitioning the
Supreme Court for scrap-
ping the National Security
Act (NSA).

His petition against the se-
dition law is pending in the
apex court.

“I will talk to my lawyers
and see if I can move the Su-
preme Court against the NSA
just as I had done against the

sedition law,” he said after
his release from jail at 4:10
pm on Friday.

He was arrested along
with political activist Eren-
dro Leichongbam on May 13
under the NSA for using the
death of Manipur BJP presi-
dent S. Tikendra Singh to
comment on social media
that “consuming cow dung
and cow urine” cannot cure
anyone of COVID-19.

Mr. Leichongbam was re-
leased on July 19 following
an order by the Supreme
Court.

Accusing the State go-
vernment of abusing powers
to silence dissenting voices,
Mr. Wangkhem said he was
targeted as he was conduct-
ing an investigation for a sto-
ry relating to COVID-19. He
claimed COVID-19 cases had
surged in Manipur after the
return of some 200-250 peo-
ple from the Kumbh Mela.

“The government proba-
bly got a wind of what I was
trying to do and put me in
jail to make sure I cannot
speak the truth.,” Mr.
Wangkhem said.

OBITUARY &
REMEMBRANCE

DEATH

D.RAMASWAMY (93), Retired Junior
Officer, Advt Accounts Dept, The
Hindu, Chennai passed away on
23-07-2021. Address: No.23/12, Nach-
iappan Street, Mahalingapuram, Chen-
nai-600034. Mobile No: 9345121781

In memory of your loved ones
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CHANGE OF NAME

| Manju Agarwal W/o Sh.
Madhusudan Agarwal R/o
J-15 Hauz Khas Enclave,
New Delhi-16. Have
Changed my name from
Manju Agarwal to Manju
Devi Agarwal as known for
all purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Clients Sh. Subhash Chand and his
wife Smt. Chanchal Gupta, both resident
of Khasra No. 665/1 673/1, Behind
Government School, Ghitorni, MG Road,
Gadaipur, New Delhi-110030 have
severed all relations and disowned their,
son Shri Aakash Gupta and his wife Smt.
Aakriti from their all moveable-immovable
properties. Any person dealing with them
shall do so with their own cost, risk and
consequences and my clients and their
other family members shall not be
responsible for their acts.

S.K. MAURYA (Advocate)

Ch. No. 656, Patiala House Courts, New Delhi-110001

PUBLIC NOTICE
The general public is hereby informed that
our client has been approached by Smt.
Shalu Gambhir wife of Sh. Naveen
Gambhir, for selling the property i.e.
residential plot bearing No. 24 on Road
No. K-10 measuring 250.56 Sq. Mtrs
situated in the residential colony known as
DLF City, Phase-Il, in and around Village
Sarhaul, Teh. & Distt. Gurgaon, Haryana.
If anybody is having any objection, claim,
interest, and dispute against the above
intented sale transaction, he/she may
contact the undersigned with the
documentary proof substantiating
his/her/their objection/ claim/interest and
/ or dispute over the aforesaid property
within fifteen days (15) of this publication.
Contact Person
Jatin Bhatia: 9990259571
For Dhanesh Relan & Associates
Advocates & Consultants
A-2/133, Safdarjung Enclave,
New Delhi - 110029
(Off.) 011-45103355, 011-45103366 & 011-45103377
Email: admil

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to certify that our company’s previous
name was M/S. TANTRANZM TECHNOLOGIES
LLP but now our company will be know as
M/S. TANTRANZM TECHNOLOGIES PRIVATE
LIMITED, directors are SANTOSH KUMAR
SHARMA, Aadhar no. 771035302118,
Email Id - sharma.santosh@tantranzm.com &
MRS. SANGEETA SHARMA, Adhar No. 2636
3729 6037, Email Id -
sharma.sangeeta@tantranzm.com. In future our
company will be known as M/S. TANTRANZM
TECHNOLOGIES PRIVATE LIMITED.976 E Sector
21D, Faridabad ( NCR ) Haryana- 121001

General public is here by informed that this girl
Namely: Nisha, D/o: Navi Alam, R/0: H. No 153,
Khichripur, East Delhi-110091, Age: 20 Years,
Height: 52", Built: Medium, Face: Oval,
Complexion:
Wearing: Grey Colour Suit and Salwar, has been
missing since 16.05.2021 from her house in the

area of P.S. Kalyan Puri, Delhi.

Kalyan Puri, Delhi.

tothe following.

E-Mail: cic@cbi.gov.in
Website: http://chi.nic.in
Fax: 011-24368639

Ph: 011-24368638, 24368641

Fair, Eyes: Black, Hair: Black,

In this regard a DD No. 39A dated 17.05.2021 has been lodged at P.S.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out information
about this girl but no clue has come tolight so far.

Any person having any information or clue about this girl kindly inform

SHO
PS. Kalyan Puri, Delhi

Ph. 011-22772251, 8750871830

DP/525/ED/2021

SOUTH EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
Senior Divisional Engeneer (CO), South
East Central Railway, Nagpur acting for
and on behalf of the President of India,
invites E-Tenders for the executon of
below mentioned work
Tender Notice No.: N'M2INGP2021-22
Name of the Work: (1) Rubberised
surface in L.C. No. GJ-152, JBP-NIR
saection at 01 Gate. (2) Improvement to
Levael Crossing between NIR-JBP
betweean sacton under the junsdiction of
ADEN, NIR. {3) Improvement to Level
Crossings by providing tool mom. toilets
and water supply armangements at NIR-
JBP and ITR-CWA sections, NIR-JBP
GJ-91, GJ-101, GJ-149, GJ-152 and in
ITR-CWA section Level Crossing. Nos
B3, 84, 88,94, 96, 100 & 104 (12 Nos)
Approx. Tender Value: 92 80,775 812,
Completion Period: 06 (Six) Months
Tender Notice No.: N/ TI/NGP/2021-22
Name of the Work: Execution of Civil
Zonal work (including White Washing,
Colour Washing, Painting Work) for the
period ending up to 30.06.2022 in the
saction Kachhpura (KEQ) (Ex) to Nain-
pur & Nainpur-Mandia Fort branch line
under the jursdiction of ADEN, Nainpur
Approx. Tender Value: 8597 432 62,
Completion Period:12 (Tweke) Months
Tender Notice No,: N/ 14/NGP/2021-22
Name of the Work: Execution of Ciwil
Zonal work (including White Washing,
Colour Washing, Painting Work and

repair to Road work) for the period
ending up to 30.06.2022 in the section
Gondia (Ex) to Samnapur {In) including
Balaghat-Katangi Branch line under the
Jjunsdiction of ADEN, Mainpur.
Approx. Tender Value: 54 98 97065,
Completion Period:12 (Twele) Months
Tender Notice No.: S/07T/NGP/2021-22
Name of the Work: Provision of
addiional loop line at Chandafort on
Gondia-Chandafort (BG) section under
the [urisdiction of ADEN, Nagbhir
Approx. Tender Value: 4 99 68 500/-,
Completion Period:12 (Twelve) Months)
For all the above Tenders, Tender
Form Cost & Earnest Money is 0 {Nil)
Special attention to the Tenderers:
The tenderers should read the
special technical eriteria condition
No. 1.1 explicity and upload the
documents accordingly.
Bidders will be able to submil their
orginal / revised bids up to 15:00 Hrs.
on 17.08.2021 only. Manual offers are
nol allowed under these tenders and
any such manual offers received shall
be rejected. Details are available en
our website : www.ireps.gov.in.
Divisional Engineer (North),
South East Central Railway, Nagpur

AlM31-65

Delhi.

DP/186/RLY/2021

gued that the plot was sur-
rounded by the temple pro-
perty on all four sides. It
would remain open, he said,
when asked about the plans
of construction on the plot.

Mr. Yasin said though the
property belonged to the
Sunni Wagqf Board, the mos-
que committee had entered
into the exchange deed after
the approval of the Board.

It must be noted that a lo-
cal court in Varanasi on April
8 had directed the Archaeo-
logical Survey of India to
conduct a survey of the
Gyanvapi Mosque com-
pound adjacent to the Kashi
Vishwanath Temple to find
out whether it was a “supe-
rimposition, alteration or ad-
dition or there is structural
overlapping of any kind, with
or over, any other religious
structure.”

No complacency in fight

Haryana pvt. hospitals to refund
excess amount to COVID patients

Monitoring panel formed after complaints of overcharging

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

Private hospitals in Harya-
na’s Panchkula district will
refund an amount of 321.46
lakh ‘overcharged’ from CO-
VID-19 patients for their
treatment, even as they are
in the process of refunding
a similarly charged amount
of ¥35.43 lakh.

The latest amount of
%21.46 lakh has been calcu-
lated after self-audit of bills
by the hospitals from March
1 to April 30. A district-level
committee was constituted
by Haryana Speaker and lo-
cal MLA Gian Chand Gupta
to look into complaints of
‘overcharging” by private
hospitals during the second
wave of COVID-19.

Mr. Gupta said that on
the recommendations of
the committee an amount
of ¥35.43 lakh in different
cases that was ‘over-

against COVID: Naveen

‘Being vigilant will keep us safe’

SATYASUNDAR BARIK
BHUBANESWAR

Odisha Chief Minister Na-
veen Patnaik on Friday
warned against complacen-
cy in the COVID-19 prepa-
redness for the possible
third wave as positive cases
in the State steadily de-
creased in the last few
weeks.

“Although the situation is
under control, we should
not remain self-satisfied,
but become more vigilant
which will keep us safe,”
said Mr. Patnaik reviewing
COVID-19 situation here. He
directed officials to strictly
enforce the COVID-19 pro-
tocols.

‘First priority’

“If the third wave of CO-
VID-19 hits us by end of Au-
gust, we will have to tackle
with  full-preparedness.
Healthcare is a first priority
of the State government.
We are giving emphasis on
strengthening of health in-
frastructure as well as hu-
man resource develop-
ment,” said Mr. Patnaik

He said the State govern-
ment had provided CO-
VID-19 assistance to the
tune of 32,004 crore in 10
different categories of be-
neficiaries including partic-
ularly vulnerable tribal
groups, migrant labourers,
street vendors and woman
self-help groups.

Meanwhile, 1.5 lakh vac-
cines have been adminis-
tered which is almost 50%
of targeted population of
above 18 years in Odisha.

‘1.14 crore first jabs’
According to State Health
and Family Welfare depart-
ment, 1.14 crore people
have received the first dose
while 36 lakh have been ad-
ministered the second
dose.

As many as 64,29,405
persons aged above 45 have
taken the first dose while
42,89,450 in the age-group
of 18 to 44 have received the
first dose.

Besides, around 7 lakh
health and frontline work-
ers have been given the first
dose.

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION
T 0]

General Public is hereby informed that
an unidentified dead body of a male [
Namely Unknown S/o Unknown, R/o | b
Unknown Age: about 30-35 years, ¢

Height: 5'4", Complexion: Shallow
and Beard & moustache, Built: Thin,
Wearing: White coloured baniyan,
black coloured pant, slipper in feet, has |
been found dead on 19.07.2021 at
11:00 AM at KM Pole No.1009, Okhala
Railway Station, Delhi. The dead body has been preserved
for 72 hours at the Mortuary of Subzi Mandi, Delhi. In this
regard a DD No. 9-A dated 19.07.2021 U/S 174 Cr.P.C. has
been lodged at P.S. Hazrat Nizamuddin Railway Station,

If any one having any clue about deceased male may kindly
inform the undersigned and contact on following numbers.

P.S. Hazrat Nizamuddin Railway Station, Delhi

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER: PWD BUILDING: ASSAM: GUWAHATI-3.
No. CE/ARC-M/04/2021/2
CORRIGENDUM

This is for information to all concerned that the approx. value of
the project published vide this office Press Notice (EOI)No. CE/
ARC-M/04/2021 dtd. 20-07-2021 is to be read as Rs. 525.00 Crore
(Rupees Five Hundred & Twenty-Five Crore)only.

Chief Engineer, PWD (Bldg.), Assam

Janasanyog /C/2489/ 21 Chandmari, Guwahati-3

SEARCH FOR MISSING

General public is hereby informed that a
girl (depicted in the photo), Namely :
Deepali D/o Anil Kumar R/o H. No.
10/190, Trilok Puri, Delhi has been
missing since 30.05.2021 from the area
of P.S. Shakarpur, Delhi. In this regard a
case vide DD No. 18A dated 03.06.2021
has been lodged at Police Station

Shakarpur, Delhi. Her physical
descriptionis as under:-
Age 26 Years, Height: 5,

Complexion: Fair, Face: Round, Built:
Strong, Hair: Black & Long, Identification: Black mark on left
side chick. Wearing : Yellow colour suit & black colour
payjami and red colour Jaipuri jutti in feet.
Any person having any information/Clue about this missing
girl, may inform SHO, Shakarpur, Delhi at E-mail Id —
cic@cbi.gov.in or Website: http://cbi.nic.in SHO

Phone: g
011-24368638, 24368641 P.S. Shakarpur, Delhi
East Distt., Delhi

Fax No. 011-24368639
DPIS47/EDI2021 Ph. No. 011-22011081, 22011083, 22011084

charged’ was already being
returned by private hospi-
tals.

“Apart from this, an addi-
tional amount of 321.46 lakh
calculated after self-audit of
bills by private hospitals will
be paid to the patients and
their families,” he said.

Panel recommendation
B.B. Singhal, member of the
Covid bill monitoring com-
mittee, told The Hindu on
Friday that on the recom-
mendation of the panel, Al-
chemist Hospital, Wings
Hospital and Paras Hospital
were in the process of re-
funding an amount of 335
lakh to patients and their fa-
milies.

“Apart from this, 33 cases
were reviewed by private
hospitals from March 1 to
April 30 and, on the basis of
self-audit of bills, an amount
of 321 lakh would be refund-

Back to business

ed; 6 cases are from Alche-
mist Hospital, 10 from Ojas
Hospital and 17 from Paras
Hospital,” he said.

‘Self-audit continuing’
Mr. Singhal said the self-au-
dit by hospitals was still
continuing and they had
been directed to submit a
report before the commit-
tee by July 31.

The committee was con-
stituted under the chair-
manship of Additional De-
puty Commissioner
Mohammad Imran Raza.
During the second wave of
COVID-19 pandemic, sever-
al patients and their families
had met Mr. Gupta and
complained that private
hospitals were overcharging
for treatment.

Taking cognisance of the
complaints, the Speaker

had recommended the for-
mation of the panel.

Three killed, 40
hurt in Punjab
accident

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MOGA

Three persons were killed
and forty others injured,
nine of them seriously, in a
collision between two buses
on the Moga-Amritsar road
in this district of Punjab on
Friday, police said.

Those killed and injured
were travelling in a minibus
which was on its from Zira
town to Chandigarh carry-
ing supporters of the Con-
gress party who were to at-
tend the installation
ceremony of Navjot Singh
Sidhu as State party chief.

The minibus collided
with a State-owned PEPSU
roadways bus near Lohara
village, police said.

Moga Deputy Commis-
sioner Sandeep Hans said
the deceased have been
identified as Virsa Singh,
Vickey and Gurtej Singh.

The nine seriously in-
jured were referred to a hos-
pital in Ludhiana.

Drum-sellers on a Bhubaneswar street during lockdown relaxation time. =siswarRANJAN ROUT

Rajasthan free
rental scheme
for farm tools

a success

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR

A scheme launched by the
Congress government in
Rajasthan for providing
agricultural equipment, in-
cluding tractors and seed
sowing machines rent free
to small and marginal
farmers has turned out to
be successful. Over 25,000
farmers have Dbenefited
from the scheme during
the ongoing kharif crop
season.

Since June this year,
65,915 hours of operation
were recorded on the agri-
cultural fields measuring
40,578 acres, giving relief
to the needy farmers with
small land holdings. Agri-
culture Minister Lalchand
Kataria said here on Friday
that the programme would
continue till this
month-end.

Over 27,300 farmers
across the State had bene-
fited from the scheme with
1.03 lakh hours of opera-
tion during the COVID-19
pandemic between April
and July last year. The free
rental scheme has been
launched for the farmers
who own up to 2.5 acres of
land.

Now, Guwahati sees
home delivery of liquor

It’'s to avoid overcrowding, says govt.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Online sale and home deliv-
ery of liquor has come into
effect in areas within the Gu-
wahati Municipal Corpora-
tion following a notification
by Excise Principal Secre-
tary Rajesh Prasad.

The facility, which may
be extended to other areas
of the State, has been pro-
vided to avoid overcrowding
and to facilitate social dis-
tancing norms in terms of
COVID-19 guidelines, the or-
der said.

The online sale is also en-
visaged to curb consump-
tion of illicit liquor.

An official statement on
Friday said eligible retailers
have been asked to register
on an app developed solely
for online sale by furnishing
a copy of the valid licence,
location of the premises, list
of delivery agents with
name, address, phone num-
ber, photograph, and other
details.

The delivery agent shall
not be less than 21 years of
age and each retailer can en-
gage a maximum of 10 deliv-
ery agents, the order said.
The home delivery period
has been fixed from 11 a.m.
to 10 p.m. subject to com-

pliance of the lockdown res-
trictions issued from time to
time.

“The online sale of liquor
shall not be available for
hostels of educational insti-
tutions, government, non-
government, semi-govern-
ment offices and other pu-
blic and religious places,”
the order said, adding that
retailers would have to
abide by the MRP fixed by
the Assam Excise Depart-
ment.

Three litre limit

The eligible customer could
order online up to three
litres (bulk litre) of liquor
while the delivery agent
could carry a maximum of
nine litres at a time, it stat-
ed.

Retailers of Indian made
foreign liquor, beer and
country spirit have been
asked to charge 350 an or-
der for a distance of less
than 1 km and %75 an order
for a distance between 1 km
and 2 km. Service charges
and Internet payment gate-
way charges, as may be ap-
plicable, will be borne by
the customer. Assam is the
second State in the North-
east after Meghalaya to al-
low home delivery of liquor.

UTTARAKHAND POWER CORPORATION LTD.
(A Govt. of Uttarakhand Undertaking), Corporate Identity No. UA40109UP2001SGC025867/2358

Victoria Cross Vijeta Gabar Singh Urja Bhawan, Kanwali Road, Dehradun-248001,

Telephone. -(0135)-2763672-76, Fax-(0135)-2760289, Website : www.uktenders.gov.in

E-TENDER NOTICE
Uttarakhand Power Corporation Ltd. Dehradun invites e-tender for following work as detailed below:
Sl.| Tender Name of work Estimated| Average [Earnest| Costof |Date&time| LastDate Date of
No.[Specification Cost yearly | Money | tender of Prebid | &timeof | opening
No. in Turn (Rin [Document| conference| online of
CCP-1I/12/ Onsite Checking & Testing of LT Single LAKH) Overof | LAKH) | including | inonline |requestfor| Part-lof
1 | 2021-2022 Phase and Three Phase Meter preceding GST mode Tenderand| tenderin
Name of No. of i Three (in%) submission| online &
Package 0. Of connections Financial of tender offline
9 1-phase | 3-phase Year in online mode
(Whole current) (%in & off
CRORE) line mode
Garhwal Zone | 188000 8700 568.710 8.540 11.380 | 23600 | 05.08.2021 | 23.08.2021 |24.08.2021
Haridwar Zone 73000 7350 237.400 4.000 4.750 11800 at12:00 | upto17:00 | at15:30
Kumaon Zone | 114000 4600 342.040 5.140 6.850 17700 Hrs. Hrs. Hrs.
Rudrapur Zone 75000 4350° 230.550 4.000 4.620 11800
For further details, please visit our website www.uktenders.gov.in
SHO SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
No.: 286/EE/(CM)/UPCL/A-2 Dt. 22.07.2021 CORPORATE (Contract &Procurement-Il)

Ph.: 011-24356743
Mob.: 8750871311

CcM
K

»

“SAVE ELECTRICITY IN THE INTEREST OF THE NATION. Use LED Bulb, Save Electricity (Toll Free No. 1912) "Pay Electricity Bill Online 24x7
from www.upcl.org". (For information on Electricity theft, informer may report to Toll free No 1800 180 4185/ Fax No. 0135-2760911)
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Rain triggers landslips, trains cancelled

Bird flu suspected
in Kozhikode

KOZHIKODE

Kozhikode is on high alert
after a suspected bird flu
outbreak has been reported
from a private poultry farm at
Koorachundu panchayat. The
results of samples, sent after
300 birds in the farm were
found dead, have come out
positive for bird flu.

Kerala steps up vigil
due to heavy rain
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala government has
stepped up vigil with heavy
rainfall continuing in several
districts. Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan said district
authorities had been directed
to evacuate people from
vulnerable locations, if
needed. The continuing rain
in the eastern high ranges
could trigger landslips.

Rivers in spate in
several districts
of Karnataka

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HUBBALLI

Heavy rainfall in Karnataka
left rivers in spate and led to
cancellation of many trains
in key routes across the
State. Rain that continued to
lash many parts of Shiva-
mogga, Chikkamagaluru,
and Hassan districts resulted
in loss of lives and damage to
property on Friday.

A farmer died in Chikka-
magaluru, while many hous-
es and fields were flooded
across the three districts.
Emergency response teams
were busy rescuing stranded
people. Tunga and Bhadra
rivers are in spate.

In Belagavi district, heavy
rain and water release from
Maharashtra caused floods
in Krishna river and its tribu-

Stolen money was BJP’s
election fund, says SIT

Chargesheet filed in Kodakara case

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THRISSUR

The Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing the Ko-
dakara black money heist
case submitted a chargesh-
eet at the judicial first class
magistrate court, Irinjalaku-
da, on Friday.

A 22-member gang that
allegedly made off with the
money is on the list of ac-
cused, while Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party leaders, including
State chief K. Surendran, are
on the witness list. There
are 216 witnesses in the
case. According to the char-
gesheet, the stolen money,
which came to Z3.5 crore,
was the election fund of the
BJP.

A gang had waylaid a car
and decamped with the mo-

ney kept in it at Kodakara on
April 3. The car driver
lodged a police complaint
that 325 lakh and the vehicle
were stolen. The police
found that the stolen
amount was in fact around
3.5 crore. The police arrest-
ed 22 people in connection
with the case and recovered
the car and 45 lakh of the
stolen money.

The SIT questioned many
BJP leaders, including Mr.
Surendran, for hours. Their
statements too have been
submitted along with the
chargesheet.

The police said the probe
to recover the stolen money
would continue. It should
be investigated whether the
BJP violated the model code
of conduct, they said.

ry- -

Bellary Nala river inundating agricultural fields in Yallur
village of Belagavi district on Friday. =p..BADIGER

taries on Friday. In Belagavi
city, water entered houses in
low-lying areas, including
Goods Shed Road, Shivaji Na-
gar, Maratha Colony, Mando-
li Road and the Old PB Road.

Parts of the Belagavi-Kol-
hapur National Highway
were closed due to heavy
rain.

In the ghat section of the
Hubballi Division of the
South Western Railway, land-
slips were reported at two lo-
cations, one between Dudh-
sagar and Sonaulim and the
other between Caranzol and
Dudhsagar, on Friday. This
resulted in cancellation and
diversion of various trains.

Level in Godavari rising

STAFF REPORTER
VIJAYAWADA
Water level in Godavari
river is rising at
Bhadrachalam and the level
may touch 43 feet, the first
warning level, by Saturday.
Owing to heavy downpour
in the catchment areas,
many tributaries and
streams are in spate,
Central Water Commission
officials said.

The water level at

Meanwhile, train no 01134
Mangaluru Jn.-Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Terminus Ex-
press Special (running on
the diverted route via Mad-
gaon-Londa-Miraj due to an
overflowing Vashishti river
between Chiplun and Ka-
mathe), suffered a derail-
ment on the Dudhsagar-So-

Bhadrachalam was 26.5 feet
at 6 p.m. on Friday.

Officials discharged 3.43
lakh cusecs from
Bhadrachalam.

Due to incessant rain for
the last three days, many
streams and rivulets are
overflowing in Chhattisgarh,
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh.

Officials cautioned
villagers staying on river
banks on the rising level.

naulim section. The first
coach and the engine partial-
ly derailed. However, no ca-
sualty was reported.

The passengers of the af-
fected coach were shifted to
other coaches, a press re-
lease said.

(With inputs from Belaga-
vi and Hassan bureaus)

What material do you have against Fasal, asks SC

The Kerala youth has been booked under the UAPA for links with Maoists

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day asked the Union of India
what “material” it had
against Thwaha Fasal, a Ker-
ala youth booked under the
draconian Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act for
Maoist links.

Appearing before a Bench
led by Justice U.U. Lalit, Ad-
ditional Solicitor General S.V.
Raju said that a “lot of litera-
ture concerning revolution,
violence and secessionist
struggle in Jammu and Kash-
mir” were seized from him.

Fasal had appealed to the
apex court after the Kerala
High Court reversed the Na-
tional Investigation Agency
Court’s decision to grant him
bail. The High Court, howev-
er, had not interfered in the
bail granted to Fasal’s co-ac-

cused, Alan Shuaib, citing
mitigating  circumstances,
medical condition and his
young age. Mr. Raju said the
NIA was filing an appeal in
the apex court against
Shuaib’s bail. The Bench has
decided to take up both cas-
es together on July 30.

Senior advocate V. Giri,
for Fasal, submitted that his
client was a young man of 23
years and a journalism stu-
dent with no financial back-
ing. “He has no antecedents
and has already undergone
530 days of custody,” Mr. Giri
said.

He read out the titles of
some of the books arraigned
as evidence against Fasal, in-
cluding one on the caste sys-
tem, Rosa Luxemburg’s cri-
tique of Lenin, and ‘Hello
Bastar: The Untold Story of
Indian Maoist Movement’ by

Thwaha Fasal

journalist Rahul Pandita. Mr.
Giri informed the court that
pamphlets calling for con-
servation of the Western
Ghats was already available
in the public domain.

“Apart from these, was
there anything else said by
the witnesses?” Justice Lalit
asked Mr. Raju. The law offic-
er replied that pamphlets
and notices of Maoist fronts
were found with Fasal. Notes

in Fasal’s own handwriting
and circulars of the internal
communications of the
Maoists were found. “They
showed an acceptance of the
path of violence,” he submit-
ted. Mr. Raju said the third
accused in the case, known
in the media as the “Pan-
theerankavu Maoist case”,
had fled to the “jungles”.

“Accused number three
ran away and has gone into
the jungles... The moment
they are released, these peo-
ple will go to the jungles...
He [Fasal] was meeting with
an absconding Maoist lead-
er,” the Additional Solicitor
General submitted.

The High Court had dis-
missed the defence lawyer’s
arguments that the young-
sters were interested in un-
derstanding and assimilating
new ideologies.

WEATHER WATCH

: RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY
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TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) :

Forecast for Saturday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isol-
. ated places over Gujarat, Rajasthan, Nagaland, Manipur, Tripura, :

iOdisha, Telangana, Chhattisgarh,

Konkan & Goa, coastal :

¢ Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Kerala and Mahe. :
¢ Thunderstorm with lightning likely at isolated places over As- :
¢ sam, Mizoram, coastal Andhra Pradesh, Yanam and Rayalaseema

LTy

RAIN  MAX  MIN cITy RAIN MAX  MIN :
: Agartala................ 4...30.1...26.2 Kozhikode...........co..... 14....28.8....25.0 :
: Ahmedabad ....28.1 Kurnool ..o 7...32.1...23.2 :
¢ Aizawl........ ...21.7  Lucknow.. .2...36.1....26.6 :
: Allahabad... ....28.6 Madurai......ccoeevireninnne —....36.2....26.6 :
: Bengaluru .. ..19.7  Mangaluru... . 6.5...28.2...24.2 :
: Bhopal............. ...23.2 Mumbai... ...19...29.0....25.6 :
: Bhubaneswar...... 0.6....30.1....25.4 Mysuru.... ...24.8...20.4 :
: Chandigarh ... ....35.7....28.6 New Delhi ... ....34.8...26.3 :
: Chennai ..... ...34.8....24.7 Patna ...... .—...35.2....28.6 :
: Coimbatore ...30.8....23.9  Port Blair. .7...31.1....25.0 :
: Dehradun.............. 1.... 34.4...24.8 Puducherry ......cccoceeia—.. 33.2...25.2 ¢
: Gangtok. ..14.4..219...18.0  Pune.... 2..254..21.2 :
© Goa........ ..27.5....22.8 RAIPUN e = 31.0....26.0 :
: Guwahati ....35.0....27.6 Ranchi. ..28.4...22.9 :
: Hubballi..... ....24.0....21.0 Shillong... ...25.5....18.2 ¢
: Hyderabad . .13....27.9....21.8 Shimla. 32...26.0....19.5 :
: Imphal... ..4...249....21.6 Srinagar........ccoeeenne -..29.9....17.1 :
* Jaipur. ...8...33.2....26.0 Thiruvananthapuram 12...31.4....23.2 :
: Kochi.. .12....29.8....25.6 Tiruchi..... .—..36.3....27.0 ¢
: Kohima vo—..30.0.. - Vijayawada .. ....34.0....24.0 :
: Kolkata............... 14...30.7....26.5 Visakhapatna

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)
: Pollutants in the air you are breathing

30.8...25.2

Yesterday

: CITIES S0: NO: CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

: Ahmedabad..... .. .15 .27 181 .148 ... .

H In ob: t de at
{Bengaluru...... .4 45 142 .39 .42 _.H 400 pm. Jodhpar. -
: Chennai .. 30 .64 .27 .61 .. W Rajasthan recorded an
: Delhi...... .8 .16 .76 ..146 .94 ... ?vergll air quality index
: AQl) score of 148

: Hyderabad...... ..— .63 .14 ...14 .22 ..HA indicating a moderate level
© Kolkata... 18 .18 .19 .37 ..M of pollution. In contrast,
¢ Lucknow. .9 38 .73 ...69 .87 ..m Shillong, Meghalaya

: Mumbai .. - .— 21 .113 .97 .. recorded a healthy AQI
S PUNC s 6 22 .55 .19 .105 ..m scoreof13

: Visakhapatnam 14 .46 .37 ...32 ..58 ..H

Air Quality Code: M Poor

Moderate B Good (Readings indicate average AQl)

: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: and monuments.

: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

* reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

¢ lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
¢ death in people with heart or lung disease :

Maharashtra records 6,753 new cases

State records 167 deaths; recoveries dip to 5979; spike of 373 infections in Mumbai

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PUNE

Fresh COVID-19 recoveries in
Maharashtra dipped again to
5,979, while the State report-
ed 6,753 new cases on Fri-
day, pushing the active case
tally to 94,769. As many as
167 deaths took the total toll
to 1,31,205, with the case fa-
tality rate rising to 2.09%.

The total case tally has
reached 62,51,810, while
cumulative recoveries have
risen to 60,22,485, with the
recovery rate at 96.33%.

“Of a total of 4,64,46,360
laboratory samples tested
thus far, 62,51,810 (with the
average case positivity fall-
ing incrementally to 13.46%)
have returned positive, with
over 1.82 lakh samples being
tested in the last 24 hours,”
said State Surveillance Offic-
er Dr. Pradeep Awate.

1,144 cases in Pune

Pune recorded 1,144 new
cases taking its tally to
10,81,200. Twelve deaths
pushed the total death toll to
18,218. As per district author-
ities, the active case tally has
again risen to 9,900.

Taking all precautions: A health worker collects the swab sample of an elderly passenger for
COVID-19 testing at Dadar station in Mumbai on Friday. =eTi

Mumbai reported 373 new
cases to take its total case tal-
ly to 7,33,344, while the ac-
tive cases dipped to 10,068.
Eight fatalities took the city’s
death count to 15,818.

Kolhapur reported 900
new cases, taking its case tal-

ly to 1,89,616. The active cas-
es rose to 11,492. As many as
four deaths saw the cumula-
tive death toll rise to 5,375.
Satara reported 817 cases
and 15 deaths as its total cas-
es rose to 2,11,999, of whom
7,281 are active, while the

death toll climbed to 5,098.

Neighbouring Sangli dis-
trict reported 944 new cases
and 15 deaths. The total case
tally stands at 1,78,023, with
the active cases rising to
10,689, while its total death
toll reached 4,910.

MVA govt. to join Climate Group’s EVIOO drive

State to urge firms
to make transition
to EVs by 2030

STAFF REPORTER
MUMBAI
Weeks after unveiling its
electronic vehicle (EV) poli-
cy, the Maharashtra govern-
ment on Friday announced
its decision to become the
first State in the country to
join hands with Climate
Group’s EVI00 campaign.
The drive aims to make
electric transport the new
normal by 2030 by encou-
raging companies to switch
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from vehicles running on
fossil fuels to EVs and install
charging infrastructure.
Maharashtra’s EV policy
aims to achieve 25% electrifi-
cation of last-mile delivery
vehicles by 2025. Within six
months from the day of noti-
fication of the policy, e-com-
merce companies, delivery
and logistics players, and
mobility aggregators will
submit EV transition plans to
the Transport Department.
Climate Group, an inter-
national non-profit, will act
as a bridge between private
companies and the State go-
vernment to ease the pro-

»

cess of shifting their fleets to
EVs. As per Climate Group
and SYSTEMIQ research’s
Fleets First study, the major-
ity of EVs today are privately-
owned passenger vehicles,
while only 11% are part of
fleets. Focussing on fleets
can spur electrification and
boost infrastructure, it said.
State Environment Minis-
ter Aaditya Thackeray, who
had unveiled the policy,
said, “Investing in a clean
transport system is an essen-
tial part of our State Climate
Action Plan. With the revised
EV policy, we want to engage
early on with the most im-

portant stakeholder — busi-
nesses. The EV100 partner-
ship aims to build a robust
demand for EVs that can en-
able key linkages for the vi-
brant business community
in Maharashtra, and support
faster uptake of the policy.”
Divya Sharma, India exec-
utive  director, Climate
Group, said, “We urge busi-
nesses in Maharashtra to
utilise the incentives offered
by the State and join EV100
to drive 100% fleet transition
by 2030. Companies should
set interim targets aligned
with the State’s EV policy to
accelerate electric mobility.”

No milk supply to Mumbai
today due to rains: Gokul

Flooding hits collection, transportation

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PUNE
Gokul, the largest milk
brand in the State’s milk
cooperative sector, on Fri-
day said there would be no
supply of milk to Mumbai on
Saturday due to rains in Kol-
hapur and Sangli districts.
Vishawas Patil, chairman,
Kolhapur Zilla Sahakari
Dudh Utpadak Sangh Limit-
ed, which owns the brand,
said: “The collection was
largely affected on Thursday

and Friday due to down-
pour in western Maharash-
tra and Konkan. Against the
daily collection of 13 lakh
litres, we could collect 2.5
lakh litres on Friday. It had
dropped by 76,000 litres on
Thursday. Flooding has not
only affected collection of
the milk, but also transpor-
tation due to closure of State
and national highways. We
will not be able to supply
milk pouches to our Mum-
bai consumers on Saturday.”

Court extends Raj Kundra’s
police custody till July 27

ing pornographic videos
through social media.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

A Mumbai court on Friday
extended the police custody
of actor Shilpa Shetty’s hus-
band and businessman Raj
Kundra along with his busi-
ness  associate,  Ryan
Thorpe, till July 27, for alleg-
edly producing and circulat-

The police suspect that
money earned was used for
online betting and he had fi-
nancial transactions with
Yes Bank and United Bank of
Africa. The police have
sought custody to find out
their revenue channels.
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

Bias
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER FOR ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS
HOUSING BOARD BUILDINGS, SANTHINAGAR, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM - 695 001

NOTIFICATION
ENTRANCE EXAMINATION TO THREE YEAR LLB COURSE - 2021-22

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

The Executive Engineer Division HPPWD Tanda at Nagrota Bagwan Distt Kangra
H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P invites the item rate bids, in electronic tendering system
from the eligible class of contractors registered with HP PWD for the works as detailed in

Sr. | Name of work Estimated | Starting Earnest | Deadline for
No. Cost (Rs.) |date of Money | submission
downloading of Bid
Bid
1. [Construction of Dr R.P. | Rs. 24.07.2021 Rs. 05.08.2021
Govt. Medical College at | 1540000/~ 30600/-

Tanda in Distt Kangra
(HP) (SH:-Providing and
fixing Bed Panel in
Trauma Centre, Burn unit
and pulmonary unit)

The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department website ,
www.hptenders.gov.in. Executive Engineer,
H.P.P.W.D. Division,
Tanda at Nagrota Bagwan

HP /2632/21-22 (On behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh)

General Manager, Himachal Bhawan,
27, Sikandra Road, New Delhi-110001

011- 23716124-25-26, Fax: 23321072

SHORT NOTICE FOR INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

Renting out of Convention Hall and Art Galleries- | & Il in the premises
of the Himachal Bhawan, 27 Sikandra Road, New Delhi-110001
Sealed Tenders are invited for renting out of Convention
Hall and Art Galleries- | & Il in the premises of the Himachal
Bhawan, 27 Sikandra Road, Mew Delhi-110001 on Annual
Rent Basis for a period of 2 years (from the date of allotment).
The Tenders is required to be submitted through
electronic tendering system at online tendering website
www,hptenders.gov.in. The details and Terms and Conditions
of the tender will also be available on the website www.hptdc.in,
The bid should be submitted in online mode on or
before 06.08.2021 till 11:00 AM.
Contacts: 011- 23716124-25-26,

General Manager
Himachal Bhawan

27, Sikandra Road, New Delhi-110001

No. CEE/1122/3LLB-2021/TA3

Applications are invited for the entrance examination for admission to
Three year LLB course 2021-22 in the four Government Law Colleges
in Kerala and in the Private Self-financing Law Colleges in Kerala
which enter into seat sharing agreement with the State Government.
Detailed Prospectus & Fee details are available in the website
www.cee.kerala.gov.in

Last date & time for submitting online application along with all necessary
documents is 28-07-2021, 4 pm. Helpline No. 0471-2525300
Thiruvananthapuram Commissioner for Entrance Examinations
23-07-2021

1200/F4/2021/1&PR

WESTERN RAILWAY

E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE NO. S/28/2021 Date : 21.07.2021

S.N. ‘ Short Description of item ‘ Quantity ‘ T.0.D
771 | Wood Based Resin 1000 Nos. 09.08.2021
772 | Gear Case Complete 4 Nos. 09.08.2021
773 | Washer for Dia 41 mm Pin 10000 Nos. 09.08.2021
774 | Gangway Bridge Mounting Assly. 640 Nos. 09.08.2021
775 | Set of Connection Strap Assly. for WAP4. 306 Set 09.08.2021
776 | Roller Bearing 314 Nos. 10.08.2021
777 | Filter Assly. 18 Nos. 11.08.2021
778 | Plug Assly 1315 Set 11.08.2021
779 | Track Feed Battery Charger 819 Nos. 12.08.2021
780 | Tar Plastic Compound 6734 Kg 13.08.2021
VRLA Valve Regulated (Sealed
781 | Baﬁe?y 2v30§) o ) 3028 Nos. | 13.08.2021
782 | Set of 35 mm NABO Brake Pads 2000 Nos. 13.08.2021
LMLA,Low Maintenance Lead
783 | acid Secondary cells, 2V, 300AH. 3028 Nos. | 16.08.2021
784 | Set of Switches 6 A-250 V 16 Set 16.08.2021
785 | R/M Paint Gentian Blue. 38620 Ltr. 18.08.2021
786 | Single Bottle Vacuum Circuit Breaker. 150 Nos. 18.08.2021
787 | VRLA Batteries of 48V-200AH 110 Set 19.08.2021
788 | AOH Kit for Tapchanger 98 Set 19.08.2021
789 | Gear Oil Optigear RMO 5063 Ltr. 19.08.2021
790 | LMLA Secondary Cells 2V/200AH 1647 Nos. 25.08.2021
791 Main LED Signal Lighting Unit Red, 5323 Nos. 26.08.2021
Yellow, Green
792 Wire 7. Strand Steel, Galvanised for 4594 Kg 30.08.2021
Signaling Purpose
Regarding detailed notice EMD, Purchase restrictions and detailed tender
conditions, please visit website www.ireps.gov.in. and
www.wr.indianrailways.gov.in.
0285 For Principal Chief Materials Manager

Likeus on: ﬁfacebook.comlWesternRIy| Follow us on : [ twitter.com/WesternRly

»
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The Ganga’s message

India must take its laws on waste seriously
to stop microplastics pollution
he Ganga might have stood witness to many stag-
Tes of India’s civilisation, as Mahatma Gandhi once
noted, but in recent decades it has become a con-
duit for sewage, solid waste, industrial effluents and
other pollutants. It is depressing, though not surpris-
ing, therefore, that a new study by an NGO has found
evidence of a modern-day scourge, microplastics, in
the river, with the highest concentrations in Varanasi
and Kanpur, followed by Haridwar. What the data show
is the alarming presence of plastic filaments, fibres,
fragments, and in two places, microbeads, with their
composition pointing to both industrial and secondary
broken-down plastics from articles of everyday use.
These range from tyres, clothing, food packaging, bags,
cosmetics with microbeads, garland covers and other
municipal waste. The finding of significant levels of mi-
croscopic particles invisible to the naked eye at below
300 micrometres to 5 millimetres in the country’s ho-
liest river calls into question the progress of two high-
priority, well-funded missions of the NDA government,
Swachh Bharat, to deal with solid waste, and Namami
Gange, to rid the river of its pollution. Surprisingly,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s support for the river
clean-up, originally scheduled to be implemented by
December 2020, has not saved it from serious deficits;
official data indicate that 97 Ganga towns may be dis-
charging about 750 million litres of untreated sewage a
day into the river. An environmental activist, Guru Das
Agrawal, died in 2018 after fasting in protest, and his
letter to Mr. Modi did not change the situation.
Microplastics, recorded in recent times in the remot-
est of places — Mount Everest, Arctic snow, Icelandic
glaciers, the French Pyrenees, and the depths of the
Mariana Trench, among others — pose a hazard as plas-
tics production outpaces the ability of governments to
collect and manage waste. Successive governments is-
sued waste management rules, but dropped the ball on
implementation. Although the Centre recently issued a
draft to tighten the Plastic Waste Management Rules, ci-
ties have failed to implement existing rules as well as
the Solid Waste Management rules, on ending single-
use plastics, waste segregation, recycling labels on
packaging, extended producer responsibility for manu-
facturers and recovery of materials. Moreover, growing
plastic waste will far exceed the capacity of govern-
ments to manage it, given that recycling has its limits.
Swachh Bharat, therefore, must mean not merely keep-
ing waste out of sight, achieved through costly dumping
contracts, but sharply reduced generation, full segrega-
tion and recycling. Plastic waste around the world is
threatening the food web and the crisis demands a new
global treaty modelled on the Montreal Protocol and
the Paris Agreement. India needs to demonstrate that it
is serious about a clean-up at home.

Return to troubles

Brexit was never going to be easy, and should
not compromise the Good Friday agreement

he British government’s demand to renegotiate
Tparts of the Northern Ireland Protocol of the
Brexit agreement with the EU has set the stage for
another round of clashes between London and Brus-
sels. Just seven months after the agreement came into
force, Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s government now
says the Protocol, which was accepted by both sides to
avoid physical and economic barriers between North-
ern Ireland, a part of the U.K., and the Republic of Ire-
land, an EU member, hampers trade inside the U.K.
When the Brexit agreement was signed in 2020, Mr.
Johnson agreed to set up checks at the British side for
goods entering Northern Ireland. This meant, in order
to avoid an economic barrier between the two Irelands,
Britain effectively set up one between the British main-
land and the Island of Ireland. The decision had eco-
nomic and political repercussions, affecting British
traders every time they move goods across the Irish
Sea. Within Northern Ireland, the Irish nationalists who
support unification are in favour of the Protocol, while
the unionists, including the Democratic Unionist Party
that was once an ally of Mr. Johnson, do not want it. In a
difficult economic and political situation now, Mr. John-
son’s conservative government is seeking a way out.
The government wants all customs checks on goods
entering Northern Ireland to be removed. It has also
sought to end the role of EU institutions in enforcing the
Protocol and introduce a dual regulatory system that
would allow products to freely circulate in the province
if they comply with either British or EU standards. But
the problem is that this is part of an agreement which
Mr. Johnson signed in 2020, and welcomed. The EU has
said it remained open to “practical, flexible solutions”
to the controversial clauses. Many had warned even be-
fore the 2016 Brexit vote that Northern Ireland would
be a thorny issue if the U.K. chose to leave the EU, given
Ireland’s violent history. The economic integration and
soft borders between the two Irelands were one of the
key aspects of the 1998 Good Friday agreement that
brought peace to the island after 30 years of Troubles.
Now Mr. Johnson, a Brexit supporter, is caught in a diffi-
cult situation, thanks to Brexit. For London, continuing
with the protocol will have economic and political con-
sequences. If the U.K. moves the customs checks to the
border between the two Irelands, it can upset the peace
agreement. In the event of the absence of an agree-
ment, either party can suspend the Protocol using Arti-
cle 16, which means the crisis would be back to square
one. Both sides should realise the seriousness of the sit-
uation and be ready for talks. Any amends to the Proto-
col should not compromise on the conditions that gua-
rantee peace in the island of Ireland.

A serosurvey template for the whole of India

The Ahmedabad case study is ideal to help track the threshold for herd immunity and aid evidence-based policymaking

GIRIDHARA R. BABU

he Ahmedabad Municipal
TCorporation (AMC) needs to
be complimented for con-
ducting seroprevalence studies on
its own. The latest seroprevalence
done in June 2021, for which the
data was released a few days ago,
has shown that the city population
has COVID-19 antibodies in 81% of
the population sampled. This is
one of the highest rates seen
anywhere. The study only mea-
sured antibodies, as there are no
easy methods to check cell-me-
diated immunity or neutralising
antibodies. Some studies in other
countries have shown that besides
the antibodies, there is a substan-
tial proportion of infected people
who will not show antibodies but
will have cell-mediated immunity.
Studies in Ahmedabad in earlier
rounds of  sero-surveillance
showed that up to 30% of the pop-
ulation with past infection, which
is not recent, do not show antibo-
dies in such surveys. It is possible
that the waning of antibodies and
cell-mediated immunity together
can indicate that an additional 10-
15% of persons might be protect-
ed. Therefore, the proportion of
people with some immunity pro-
tection at the population level in
Ahmedabad may be close to 90-
95%.

On herd immunity

The Ahmedabad Municipal Corpo-
ration is one of the most progres-
sive municipal corporations to use
serosurveys evidence to plan and
decide the course of action. As
part of the COVID-19 control work,
besides the routine testing, tracing
and isolation work — that most ci-
ties or districts have done — the
Ahmedabad Municipal Corpora-
tion also invested in conducting
periodic sero-surveillance of its
own. It is time to use the efforts of

Ahmedabad city as a case study to
revisit the discussion on the
threshold for herd immunity.

At the national level, the Nation-
al Institute of Epidemiology (NIE)
of the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) has conducted
four rounds of serosurvey; the
Council of Scientific & Industrial
Research (CSIR) too conducted a
nationwide  serosurvey. The
States, including Karnataka, Kera-
la, Haryana, West Bengal, Odisha,
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Delhi, Ta-
mil Nadu and Punjab, have done
citywide population-based sero-
surveys. The sero-surveillance
from cities show the percent of the
population infected with the virus
and has antibodies in a specific
time period. The threshold for
herd or population-level immuni-
ty is a local geographical pheno-
menon, wherein the population or
herd is intermixing with each oth-
er and spreading the disease with-
initself. Hence, it is reliable only to
estimate the level of immunity at
the city or town level, given that
there are no sizeable amounts of
migration occurring, changing the
population dynamics of transmis-
sion.

For example, in Gujarat, two
nearby cities, Ahmedabad and Ba-
roda, behave as two separate com-
munities or herds as there is not
much travel and intermixing bet-
ween the people of the two cities
compared to mixing within the
same city. So, both cities may have
very different immunity levels —
say 80% in one and 20% in anoth-
er. So, the disease might infect ma-
ny people, as a greater proportion
of the susceptible are present in
the city with 20% immunity but
not spread greatly in the city with
higher levels of protection, say
80% immunity.

Some serosurveys which com-
bine smaller numbers from multi-
ple studies might be misleading.
For example, suppose we do a
common study between two ci-
ties. In that case, we may estimate
55% of persons having immunity —
inferring that both cities have a
high degree of vulnerability. While
a limited inference will mean that
the disease will spread equally in
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both cities, it is not completely
true as one city will have a lower
burden in the future, with 80% of
people having some form of im-
mune response. Each of the major
cities or towns must conduct its
own sero-surveillance to estimate
the level of protection and esti-
mate the proportion of the suscep-
tible population in that city.

Other surveys

A nationally representative sample
of serosurveys is useful to provide
a bird’s-eye view of the situation.
The NIE should be complimented
for its efforts and for conducting
four rounds of serosurveys over
the last 15 months. The efforts led
by the Ministry of Health and Fa-
mily Welfare, Government of India
and the World Health Organiza-
tion’s tuberculosis programme in
the field and technical partnership
led by the NIE are praiseworthy
for any public health agency; com-
parable to the best in class in a ri-
gorous process, and peer-re-
viewed publications in high
impact journals.

The results from these surveys
showed that antibody levels in-
creased from 0.7% in April 2020 to
67% in June 2021. There is also not
much of a difference between ur-
ban-rural, and male-female
groups. A higher prevalence is
seen in people above the age of 45,
in vaccinated people and health-
care workers. But one must under-
stand that all these are average
numbers from a study of a total
sample of about 29,000 people. As
the sample is taken scientifically,
we have to assume that it repre-
sents the true situation in the
country. While the aggregated da-
ta at the national level inspires the
good work done by the NIE-ICMR
scientists and other researchers in

the collaboration, it is not a reason
to celebrate in enthusing unrea-
sonable optimism. We should be
careful and not jump the gun in
declaring that we are nearing the
threshold of population immunity
at the national level.

We can still have major out-
breaks in specific geographical re-
gions in the future, as seen in the
United Kingdom, Israel, and oth-
ers. There will also be regional and
State-wise differences. Urban
areas, as sampled by the ICMR stu-
dy, showed a prevalence of 69% —
slightly higher than in the rural
areas, which had a figure of 65%.
The rural areas have a greater
spread of the virus similar to ur-
ban areas, despite rural areas be-
ing less congested with lower so-
cial interactions. There is not
much crowding in the rural areas
as seen in urban areas. Compared
to the Indian urban sample of the
ICMR, the Ahmedabad city sero-
positivity is higher at 81%. The
time ahead will be a marker to
know how many cases will be de-
tected in Ahmedabad and how
transmission dynamics and sero-
prevalence will change in the fu-
ture. Hence, the surveys in this ci-
ty provide a good case study for
the country to review and plan ci-
ty-specific actions.

Ahmedabad experienced a very
bad second wave. A similar second
wave was also seen in Delhi, Mum-
bai, Bengaluru and other big ci-
ties. If sero-surveillance is done in
these cities, we may see very high
levels of antibodies. Urban local
bodies and State governments
should launch rapid and succes-
sive rounds of serosurveys.

Aiding policy making

A more efficient way is to set up
sentinel surveillance sites in all pu-
blic hospitals and estimate the
trend in overall seroprevalence.
One such effort was done by Kar-
nataka in utilising the strengths of
the National Aids Control Organi-
zation’s field team along with tech-
nical supervision by multiple aca-
demic institutions in Bengaluru,
including the Public Health Foun-
dation of India, the Indian Insti-
tute of Science, the Indian Statisti-

cal Institute, etc. These efforts can
guide and inform decisions on the
extent to which the city’s business,
educational institutions, and mar-
kets can be opened up. Wider and
faster vaccination coverage is an
additional and absolute necessity.

The distribution of vaccines,
stepping up the hospital response,
and severity in future waves can
be understood and addressed by
the periodic antibody prevalence
from serosurveys. Based on sero-
surveillance studies, such an evi-
dence-based approach will be very
useful in the process of decision
making while unlocking cities and
increasing economic activities. Till
supply constraints are completely
resolved, it will also help deploy
scarce vaccine resources to the
places in most need of them. Also,
sero-surveillance does not cost
much — at a price of I500 per test,
it will cost 325 lakh to test 5,000
people. This is not a major cost for
any major city. We constantly face
one problem: cities do not have
mechanisms to use evidence gen-
eration and analysis expertise
from public health professionals
including epidemiologists.

In summary, every major city
with a population of more than 10
lakh should do a rapid sero-sur-
veillance survey and set up senti-
nel surveillance to confirm the
protection levels in the existing
population and plan. It is time to
use the information on existing le-
vels of antibodies in the popula-
tion to guide evidence-based poli-
cymaking. These efforts will help
understand and mitigate the risk
of opening up the economy and
society, and deciding the priority
for vaccination. Over 40 cities
have a million population, and
another 300 cities have a popula-
tion between one lakh to 10 lakh.
There is an urgent need to take up
sero-surveillance studies to help
guide the COVID-19 control strate-
gy throughout rural and urban
India.

Dr. Dileep Mavalankar is Director, Indian
Institute of Public Health, Gandhinagar.
Dr. Giridhara R. Babu is a Professor,
Head-Lifecourse Epidemiology at the
Public Health Foundation of India

Empowering nature with biocentric jurisprudence

In a recent ruling, the Supreme Court of India has sought to move away from an anthropocentric basis of law

N.L. RAJAH

he Great Indian Bustard, a
Tgravely endangered species,

with hardly about 200 alive
in India today, came under the
protective wings of the Supreme
Court of India in a recent judg-
ment. The Court said, in M.K. Ran-
jitsinh & Others vs Union of India &
Others  (https://bit.ly/372sm5v),
that in all cases where the over-
head lines in power projects exist,
the governments of Rajasthan and
Gujarat shall take steps forthwith
to install bird diverters pending
consideration of the conversion of
overhead cables into underground
power lines.

The overhead power lines have
become a threat to the life of these
species as these birds frequently
tend to collide with these power
lines and get killed. The Ministry
of Power, in an affidavit dated
March 15, 2021, has said: “The
Great Indian Bustard (“GIB”) lacks
frontal vision. Due to this, they
cannot detect powerlines ahead of
them, from far. As they are heavy
birds, they are unable to ma-
noeuvre across power lines within
close distances. Thus, they are vul-
nerable to collision with power
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lines.”

In protecting the birds, the
Court has affirmed and empha-
sised the biocentric values of eco-
preservation. The philosophy of
biocentrism holds that the natural
environment has its own set of
rights which is independent of its
ability to be exploited by or to be
useful to humans.

Biocentrism often comes into
conflict with its contrarian philo-
sophy, namely anthropocentrism.
Anthropocentrism argues that of
all the species on earth humans
are the most significant and that
all other resources on earth may
be justifiably exploited for the be-
nefit of human beings. Expres-
sions of such line of thought date
back many centuries and find
mention in Politics, a well-known
work of Aristotle, as also the moral
philosophy of Immanuel Kant
amongst many others.

The ‘Snail darter’ case

A noteworthy instance of the ap-
plication of anthropocentrism in
the legal world is in that of the
“Snail darter” case in the United
States. In 1973, a University of Ten-
nessee biologist David Etnier, dis-
covered a species of fish called the
“Snail darter” in the Little Tennes-
see river. Etnier contended that
the snail darter was an endan-
gered species and that its exis-
tence would be gravely threatened
by the continuation of develop-
ment works relating to the Tellico
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Reservoir project. Following this
revelation, a lawsuit came to be
filed challenging the continuation
of the Tellico Reservoir project.
The challenge travelled all the way
to the Supreme Court. The Su-
preme Court of the United States
of America in Tennessee Valley
Authority vs Hill, held that since
the “Snail darter” was a specifical-
ly protected species under the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act,
the executive could not proceed
with the reservoir project. Howev-
er, after the Supreme Court deli-
vered its verdict, Congress enact-
ed a law excluding retrospectively
the snail darter from statutory
protection. The project pro-
gressed and the fish suffered.

Species in danger

Humans share the world with
countless other species, many of
which are nearing extinction on
account of man’s imprudent in-
sensitivity. About 50 years ago,
there were 4,50,000 lions in Afri-
ca. Today, there are hardly
20,000. Indiscriminate monocul-

ture farming in the forests of Bor-
neo and Sumatra is leading to the
extinction of orangutans. Rhinos
are hunted for the so-called medi-
cinal value of their horns and are
slowly becoming extinct. From the
time humans populated Madagas-
car about 2,000 years ago, about
15 to 20 species of Lemurs, which
are primates, have become ex-
tinct. The compilation prepared
by the International Union for
Conservation of Nature lists about
37,400 species that are gravely en-
dangered; and the list is ever
growing.

Some green shoots
Some aspects of constitutional law
on ecoconservations are signifi-
cant. The Constitution of India de-
clares that it is applicable to the
territory of India. While making
such a declaration, it very obvious-
ly refers to humans within that ter-
ritory and its predominant aim
was to give them rights, impose
obligations and to regulate human
affairs. The Constitution is signifi-
cantly silent on any explicitly stat-
ed, binding legal obligations we
owe to our fellow species and to
the environment that sustains us.
It is to the credit of the judiciary
that out of these still and placid
waters, it has fished out enduring
principles of sustainable develop-
ment and read them, inter alia, in-
to the precepts of Article 21 of the
Constitution.

Amid such a gloomy landscape,

one is heartened to observe some
green shoots emerging.

Pieces of legislations are slowly
evolving that fall in the category of
the “Right of Nature laws”. These
seek to travel away from an an-
thropocentric basis of law to a bio-
centric one. In September 2008,
Ecuador became the first country
in the world to recognise “Rights
of Nature” in its Constitution. Boli-
via has also joined the movement
by establishing Rights of Nature
laws too. In November 2010, the
city of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
became the first major municipali-
ty in the United States to recognise
the Rights of Nature (https://
bit.ly/3iHkKuK). As a first step,
these laws empower people in a
community to “step into the
shoes” of a mountain, stream or
forest ecosystem and advocate for
the right of those local communi-
ties”. These laws, like the Constitu-
tion of the countries that they are
part of, are still works in progress.

In times like this the Supreme
Court’s judgment in M.K. Ranjith-
sinh upholding the biocentric
principles of coexistence is a shot
in the arm for nature conserva-
tion. One does hope that the res-
pective governments implement
the judgment of the Court and that
the fate of the Great Indian Bus-
tard does not go the way of the
Snail Darter.

N.L. Rajah is Senior Advocate, Madras
High Court
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Parallel system

The observations of the
Supreme Court while
cancelling the bail granted
to a BSP MLA’s husband
that there cannot be two
parallel systems of justice is
a significant statement. In
1959, when E.M.S.
Namboodiripad made a
similar observation, stating
that the courts are
instinctively with the rich,
he was surprisingly
convicted for contempt
even though he was only
making a class evaluation of
the judicial system.

Later, P. Shiv Shankar, then
Union Law Minister, said
the Supreme Court,
composed of the elements

of the elite class, had its
unconcealed sympathy for
the haves, and that the
Constitution had to be
amended to remove this
oligarchic approach. He
also said that anti-social
elements had benefited
from the Court’s
judgments. This resulted in
the initiation of contempt
proceedings against him.
Later, he was said to have
only examined the class
composition of the Court
and exonerated.

A reading of Justice
Chinnappa Reddy’s
judgment in the equal pay
for equal work case
involving the Delhi police
drivers’ case gives the

impression that courts
should be a little more
concerned about the rights
of the millions than to
discriminatory laws against
tax evaders, smuggler kings
and robber barons. Over a
period of years, this has
been the approach of the
Supreme Court and Justice
Chandrachud has rightly
described it as a parallel
justice system.

There cannot be two
opinions that our
Constitution is a people’s
Constitution and, therefore,
the Supreme Court
collegium should appoint
judges not merely on terms
of their constitutional
qualifications but on their

constitutional values also.
The time has certainly
come for a supersession of
ideas on the question of
appointment of judges.

N.G.R. PRASAD,
Chennai

I-T raids

The income-tax raids on
the premises of the Dainik
Bhaskar media group are
clear attempts to throttle
democracy (Page 1, July 23).
Even the die-hard
supporters of the
government of the day must
have felt that such selective
raids are eroding the
credibility of the law
enforcing agencies. It is an
undeniable fact that those

who are supporting the
Government have never
been subjected to such
raids and harassment.

C.G. KURIAKOSE,
Malippara, Kothamangalam, Kerala

online, scan the QR code

taxpayer’s money should
not be wasted.

A. BALAGANGADHARAN,
Pollachi, Tamil Nadu

House in disorder

Are our Members of
Parliament bent on wasting
precious time and energy
instead of holding useful
discussion and debate
during parliamentary
sessions?

The citadel of democracy is
paralysed as soon as the
MPs assemble and the
Speaker suspends the
House. What a pity! There
should be a provision to
punish such activities. The

»

u The all-party meeting was
fixed to set sane rules for
meaningful discussions. If,
from day one, there is going
to be mud slinging and
walkouts, why have a
session? Our parliamentary
sessions are beginning to
look more like a battlefield. If
parliamentarians have only
this aggressive behaviour to
showcase, where is the
country heading?

R. GOPAL,
Chennai
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The city of dreams’ unending nightmare

The densely populated slums on the hilly slopes of the Mumbai suburbs are sitting on deathtraps as the recent disaster in Chembur demonstrated. Alok Deshpande
reports on the tragedy that took lives and swept away houses, once again highlighting the need for a comprehensive and sustainable plan for the ever-expanding city

mobile phone and logged on to

play an online warfare game at
around 12.15 a.m. on July 18. While hea-
vy rainfall lashed the city, Subhash con-
tinued his virtual adventure in a ma-
keshift balcony-cum-storage space,
unaware of the real-life misadventure
that was lying in store. His approximate-
ly 150 square feet house in New Bharat
Nagar stood at the topmost residential
lane on a hillock in Chembur, Mumbai,
part of around 4,000 such houses
packed like matchboxes and spread on
the hill slope.

The night before, his cousin sister’s
haldi ceremony (a pre-wedding ritual)
had gone on for a long time, with close
relatives visiting from different towns.
Inside the small room, his brother-in-
law and four-year-old niece were asleep
on a bed, while others, including his sis-
ter and parents, were on the floor. Gifts
and other items bought for the wedding
took up the remaining space.

“It was pouring. I have never seen
anything like that. Muddied water was
flowing from the top of the hills. Sud-
denly, I heard a loud noise. It felt like so-
mething had come crashing from the
top. It was soil, lots of it, with rocks,”
Subhash recalled.

Unable to take the impact, the walls
of his house broke down and he was
thrown out on the road. “There were
three other houses in line behind us. All
of it went under the slush and rocks.
That must have saved us. My family
members were injured, but I took them
out and thankfully, no one died. But
look at our house,” he said, pointing to
the destroyed room where he had lived
for 21 years.

At around 12.30 a.m., a two-decade-
old retaining wall, a structure designed
to resist the lateral pressure of soil, con-
structed by the Bhabha Atomic Re-
search Centre (BARC), almost 15 to 20
feet away from Subhash’s house, crum-
bled under the pressure from the mud-
died water flowing from the top of the
hill. In certain areas, weep holes on the
wall were clogged, leading to the ac-
cumulation of water and soil. The wall
heaved and buckled under the pressure
and collapsed in a matter of seconds.
With it, it took around seven lives.

The road to New Bharat Nagar is no
less than a short hike for a newcomer.
As one enters through the Hindustan
Petroleum gate on Mahul road in Chem-
bur, no two-wheeler can go beyond a
point, let alone a fire brigade truck or an
ambulance. A walk through the ascend-
ing, narrow lanes, dotted with small
houses on both sides and countless pi-
pelines snaking across the ground,
takes one to New Bharat Nagar, where
the recent landslide killed 19 people. All
were sleeping peacefully when tragedy
struck at midnight.

Vijay Gupta, a local political worker
with the Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP), used to live in the area till a few
years ago. He was one of the first indivi-
duals from outside who rushed to the
spot after receiving a call from a resi-
dent. “I rushed here immediately and
called the authorities. But it took a few
hours before they reached,” said Vijay.

The District Disaster Management
Plan, 2019, for the Mumbai suburbs
charted out by the Brihanmumbai Mun-
icipal Corporation (BMC) states, “Sever-
al areas around hill slopes in Greater
Mumbai are prone to landslides. The
risk is more during the monsoon and
heavy rains. Areas around hill slopes in
Ghatkopar, Bhandup and Kurla in the
Eastern Suburbs are prone to land-
slides, resulting in increased exposure
of slopes to erosion and water infiltra-
tion. Slum populations residing on
these hill slopes are at high risk.”

The plan had identified 252 spots
spread across the Mumbai suburbs, in-
cluding Malad, Dindoshi and Jogeshwari
in the western suburbs, that are prone
to landslides. It repeatedly pointed out
that slums were vulnerable primarily
because of their location, density and
lack of access to infrastructure.

Civic officials estimate that around
70,000 to one lakh families in Mumbai
live in those 252 spots. A ward official,
from one of the vulnerable spots, said
people lived in such dangerous areas
despite knowing the risk. “Land prices
are out of reach for common people, es-
pecially the working class labourers
who stay here. Hence, they choose
these spots that are cheap and afforda-
ble,” he said. As families grow, the offi-
cial said, they tend to add more floors to
the existing structure.

Adjacent to Subhash’s house lives the
Sakhare family. The Sakhares, the Gors-
es, the Ghavares, the Pardhes and the
Dupargades are relatives and have been
living in New Bharat Nagar for over two
decades. Their families have grown as
more and more flock to the city in
search of a livelihood.

Rupesh Sakhare, 24, was asleep
when he heard the loud noise. As he
opened the door to check the situation,
he saw Priyanka Agrahari, 15, another
resident of the area, soaked in water
and mud, crying and climbing up to her
home. “I asked her what she was doing
outside so late in the night and why she
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Tragic affair: Rescue personnel carrying out operations in Chembur on July 18 (top and below). At least 19 people were killed in the area after they were trapped due to landslides. =emmanuaL yogin
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was covered in mud,” Rupesh said.

She pointed to her house, which was
at a higher elevation than that of his.
“She had been washed away from her
house with the force of the water. She
could have died. But some young men
pulled her out in time,” he said.

Rupesh and his brother, Bhimrao,
rushed to see what had happened.
Their uncle, Pandit Gorse, and his fami-
ly lived adjacent to another retaining
wall built by local MLA and Maharashtra
Minister Nawab Malik. The Gorses had
given a room on rent to Priyanka’s fami-
ly, who had built an extra floor on the
existing house using the retaining wall
as support. The room that was built had
completely blocked the drainage pipes
meant for water seepage in case of hea-
vy rainfall.

“When we rushed there, we saw all
five houses under the mud. The layer
was over 8 feet thick. A feeling of fear
and helplessness took over me,” Bhim-
rao said. “I saw my family — my sister,
brother, uncle and aunt — buried under
the thick layer of mud,” he added.

Memories of a similar tragedy at Ma-
lin village in Pune district, where an en-
tire village was crushed under a land-
slide after heavy rainfall, flashed
through his mind.

Living dangerously

Lives are at risk in these comparatively
cheaper localities. The slums on the hill
slopes at Vikhroli, in the eastern suburb
of Mumbai, is another such location
that the civic body had identified as vul-
nerable. Ten others had lost their lives
due to a landslide at Surya Nagar on the
same day when the tragedy at Chembur
occurred.

Authorities from the BMC’s S Ward,
of which Vikhroli is a part, had written
to the office of the District Collector,
Mumbai Suburban, and also to the Dis-
aster Management Cell in May and June
this year, about the possibility of land-
slides in Vikhroli, Powai and Bhandup
due to heavy rainfall. The letter had also
sought an arrangement for alternative
accommodation to those in danger.
Another letter to the Disaster Manage-
ment Cell had even mentioned the inac-
cessibility to the interiors of the slum

»

areas in case of an emergency.

In reply, the Collector’s office said it
was the responsibility of the civic body
to prevent and remove encroachments
irrespective of land titles.

According to data collected by Anil
Galgali, an activist and social worker, a
total of 290 people have died and 300
others injured in Mumbai due to land-
slides between 1992 and 2021. A decade
ago, former Chief Minister Prithviraj
Chavan had ordered an action plan for
the resettlement of those living in the
slums on hill slopes and especially those
in highly vulnerable places. The Urban
Development Department (UDD) had
been asked to design the plan, which is
still in the preparation stage. Officials
within the UDD stated that such a plan
would require changes in the existing
guidelines for granting additional Floor
Space Index (FSI), and involve huge fi-
nances, etc.

After the tragedy July 18, Chief Minis-
ter Uddhav Thackeray held a meeting
with senior government officials from
all departments, including those with
the Disaster Management Cell. “Mum-
bai has a number of places that faces
threats from landslides. At many places,
retaining walls have been built. All these
walls need to be examined with experts
from the Indian Institute of Technology
[IIT] and other institutes. Other op-
tions, if any, need to be analysed and
implemented. The existing walls need
to be strengthened,” he said.

The Chief Minister also directed the
civic administration to shift those in
danger zones to houses built for Project
Affected Persons (PAPs) in the city.
Around 38 residents from Chembur
have already been shifted to a nearby
area called Vishnunagar. The BMC said
it had also moved four families from

GTB Nagar’s Mukundrao Ambedkar
road after a landslide was reported in a
nearby hill area.

Slums on hill slopes is not the only
problem in Mumbai. According to news
reports, close to 50 people have already
lost their lives due to buildings collaps-
ing in 2021. The civic administration an-
nually sends notices to dangerous and
dilapidated buildings, asking citizens to
vacate homes. “But the question is,
where will they go? There has to be reh-
abilitation on a case-to-case basis,” said
Bilal Khan, an activist with Ghar Bachao
Ghar Banao Andolan (GBGBA).

Bilal pointed out the need to set up
infrastructure, for which, experts
would have to be roped in. The activist
also pointed out the need for accurate
data. “We work and react whenever a
disaster strikes. This has to be changed.
A long-term strategy is needed,” he ad-
ded.

Urban planners and designers see
this as a problem that can only be
solved if adequate housing is made
available. Instead of completing the tar-
get of building over 15 lakh houses in 20
years under slum redevelopment
schemes in Mumbai, the State govern-
ment has managed to build only 1.5
lakh. “Why would anyone build on a hill
slope or a riverbed or on rocky terrain
unless they are left with no options?
Slums come up on land that are natural-
ly unliveable. These were all non-buil-
dable lands. Slum-dwellers know that
the location is unsafe, but they have in-
vested in that,” said Pankaj Joshi, princi-
pal director at Urban Centre Mumbai,
which works on urban planning, re-
search, design, advocacy and commun-
ity outreach.

“In Mumbai, land that houses slums
has not increased, but the density has

grown manifold, with two to three
floors being constructed over the base
slums. This has not been built following
any structural engineering principles.
They are extremely weak and can col-
lapse at any time,” he added.

He explained that this was resulting
in an increase in the population living in
slums. At the same time, more people
were living in fragile structures that, if
met with a disaster, would hardly be
able to withstand the impact, he added.

Pankaj said the latest Development
Plan for Mumbai had noticed these
dangerous slums in each of the wards.
“But the question is where will you reh-
abilitate them? The only option is to
build more houses,” he said.

Maharashtra’s Housing Minister Jiten-
dra Awhad said he was aware of the pro-
blem. In his initial days after taking
charge, the Minister had clarified that
his priority would be to help builders
build more houses under slum redeve-
lopment schemes, which could be given
to slum-dwellers. “We can support the
civic body in low-cost housing schemes,
which may require huge funds. But that
has to be a policy decision for which de-
liberations at a higher level are re-
quired,” he said.

According to Sayli Udas-Mankikar, a
senior fellow at the Observer Research
Foundation (ORF), all slum land had to
be treated as affordable housing reser-
vations. “The Slum Rehabilitation Auth-
ority should fulfil its first objective of
undertaking comprehensive planning
of slum lands by modifying develop-
ment control regulations in order to en-
able the production of affordable hous-
ing through the redevelopment route,”
she said.

A similar tragedy

Around 25 kilometres away from Chem-
bur stands Ambedkar Nagar at Kurar vil-
lage in Malad, a western suburb of
Mumbai. Two years ago, in July 2019, a
retaining wall constructed by the BMC
had collapsed due to the forceful flow of
water from the Malad Hill Reservoir
amid incessant rainfall. It killed 31 and
injured over 110.

On July 18, those who are yet to be
rehabilitated faced the nightmare once
again.

“I lost my son in 2019. Water entered
our hut and took him away from me. On
Sunday, I held his two-year-old daught-
er to my chest and ran out in the dark. I
thought the tragedy was being repeated
and I did not want to lose more mem-
bers of my family,” Munni God said, as
she recalled her son Shravan’s death.
Close to 75 families — who are yet to be
rehabilitated — from Ambedkar Nagar
were forced to spend the entire night in
the heavy rain after water entered their
huts made of tarpaulin and supported
by bamboo.

“We women work as domestic help in
these big buildings,” said Supriya Gore-
gaonkar, pointing to the newly built
high-rises that offer a scenic view of the
lush-green hills to buyers. “These days,
we go to work in the morning, cook for
the families in the afternoon and then
worry about our safety at night. We
were promised rehabilitation. But now,
no one listens to us. The government
should worry about us when we are
alive, not spend money on our kins after
we die,” she said.

The COVID-19 pandemic has wor-
sened the situation for many who work
as labourers, carpenters, tailors or as
watchmen. Walli Sheikh, a carpenter
who is unable to find work these days,
can’t stop worrying about the safety of
his hut. “We cannot build a pucca
[brick] construction here as this is for-
est land. But despite being eligible, we
are not rehabilitated,” he said.

Aneesh Yadav, a resident who is fight-
ing for the rehabilitation of the remain-
ing families, shows a letter dated August
28, 2020, from G. Mallikarjun, Director,
Sanjay Gandhi National Park (SGNP),
who had asked the BMC to take action to
rehabilitate the families. The letter said
the remaining families were in a danger
zone and the process of rehabilitation
needed to be initiated soon. A 1997-
Bombay High Court order, too, had di-
rected the administration to shift these
families from forest land and rehabili-
tate them. No action has been taken yet.
“We have written to the Chief Minister
requesting his intervention after the
Chembur tragedy. It was only then that
a team of civic officials came to meet us
and recorded the details,” he said.

During every election since the 1997
court order, politicians have promised
these residents pucca houses. “All of us
have voter IDs and we do vote. They
want our votes and if we are shifted
from here, they will not get our votes.
We feel cheated and neglected. We live
in the hope that at least one politician
out there will fulfil the promise,” said
Shriram Kadam, who works as a securi-
ty guard.

Meanwhile, after surviving the may-
hem that the rains had brought with it,
the wedding of Subhash’s cousin sister
went on as scheduled. “How could we
possibly postpone the date? It was simp-
ly not possible,” he said. Already embar-
rassed that his brother-in-law had to
suffer an injury on his trip to attend the
wedding, Subhash made arrangements
for his sister and her husband at a priv-
ate hospital and sent them back home.

“The wedding had to go ahead as
planned. Yes, it was difficult. But we
completed all the rituals in the presence
of four family members and sent my sis-
ter with her husband. I came here to
join the others in digging the mud and
cleaning my home,” he said.

»
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60 killed as rain pounds
western Maharashtra

Six persons were killed in
Kevnale in Poladpur taluk.
Thirteen injured persons
were undergoing treatment
at hospitals in Poladpur and
Mahad.

Expressing anguish at
the loss of lives caused by
the Raigad landslide, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi an-
nounced 32 lakh each for
the next of kin of the de-
ceased from the PM’s Na-
tional Relief Fund. A sum of
%50,000 would be given to
the injured, the PMO said.

“Anguished by the loss of
lives due to a landslide in
Raigad, Maharashtra. My
condolences to the be-
reaved families. I wish the
injured a speedy recovery.
The situation in Maharash-
tra due to heavy rains is be-
ing closely monitored and
assistance is being provided
to the affected,” Mr Modi
tweeted.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah spoke to Maha-
rashtra Chief Minister Udd-
hav Thackeray and said the
Centre would extend all
possible help to the State
government to deal with
the situation.

The opposition BJP
meanwhile blamed the
Uddhav Thackeray-led Ma-
ha Vikas Aghadi govern-
ment for apathy and tardi-
ness in rescue operations.

“When we reached here

in the morning, neither the
local administration, nor
any NDRF team was in
sight... This government
seems to be utterly callous
to the fate of its people,”
said BJP Leader of Opposi-
tion Pravin Darekar, who
reached the accident spot
along with fellow BJP leader
Girish Mahajan.

Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, who held an
emergency meeting to re-
view the situation in the
Konkan, assured that res-
cue operations were pro-
ceeding speedily and that
the government’s priority
was to save lives at any cost.

He said rescue teams
were facing enormous pro-
blems as in several places,
roads had been utterly
damaged or washed away
by the floodwaters or rock-
falls, especially in villages
and hamlets in the moun-
tainous tracts.

“Unfortunately, in Tali-
ye, more than 30 persons
have lost their lives in a
landslide...now, heavy
downpours have begun in
Nagpur in Vidarbha as well.
Our priority is to ensure
that there is no loss of life.
NDRF, Coastguard, SDRF
and local teams have been
mobilized on a war footing
in the shadow of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic,” Mr.
Thackeray said.

Parliament stalled for
the fourth day in a row

Earlier in the day, Rajya Sab-
ha Chairman Venkaiah ber-
ated the House for disrup-
tions in past three days.
“The moot question is who
would benefit from a dys-
functional Parliament? Cer-
tainly, not the country and
it’s people,” Mr. Naidu said.
The only business that has
been transacted in last three
days, he said, was a debate
on COVID-19.

“The proceedings of the
House hit a new low with
the papers being snatched
from the Minister and torn
into pieces and thrown into
the air. Such actions are a
clear assault on our parlia-
mentary democracy,” he ad-
ded.

The Lok Sabha was also

adjourned twice on Friday
due to the ongoing protests
by the Opposition parties
over the Pegasus spying and
the farmers’ protests.

As the proceedings be-
gan, on behalf of all the
members, Speaker Om Birla
wished the 127 Indian ath-
letes participating in the To-
kyo Olympics success.

During the Question
Hour, only a couple of quer-
ies could be taken up.

Owing to the continued
slogan-shouting by the Op-
position members, the
House was adjourned till
noon. When the proceed-
ings resumed, sloganeering
started again and the Chair
finally adjourned the House
till Monday.

Kashmiris among
snooping targets

“Others on the leaked data-
base include at least two
members of People’s Demo-
cratic party (PDP) chief and
former chief minister of J&K
Mehbooba Mufti’s fami-
ly...their selection as poten-
tial targets of surveillance
happened when Mufti was
still chief minister of the
erstwhile State and in a coa-
lition with the BJP...when
asked if she thought there
was a link, Mufti declined to
comment,” it stated.

J&K Apni Party president
Altaf Bukhari’s brother Ta-
riq Bukhari also appeared in
the list, besides at least four
members of separatist lead-
er Syed Ali Shah Geelani’s
family, including his son-in-
law, journalist Iftikhar Gila-

ni; and his son, scientist
Syed Naseem Geelani, it
noted.

The current head of the
Hurriyat Conference Mir-
waiz Umar Farooq was a po-
tential target of surveillance
between 2017 and 2019,
apart from his driver, hu-
man rights activist Waqar
Bhatti and at least five Kash-
miri journalists, including
Muzamil Jaleel of The In-
dian Express, Aurangzeb
Nagshbandi with The Hin-
dustan Times at the time, If-
tikhar Geelani (formerly
with DNA) and Sumir Kaul
of PTI, it said.

Shabir Hussain, a Delhi-
based political commenta-
tor from Kashmir, was also
in the list, it pointed.

Drone with explosives
shot down in Jammu

The drone was more than
six km inside the IB. “The
drone is an assembled one,
with its parts manufactured
in Taiwan and Hong Kong.
The threads recovered were
the same as that of those
used to drop the payloads at
the Air Force Station, Jam-
mu. It seems the JeM has as-
sembled many drones with
the same series. The serial
number of the flight con-
troller found on the drone
on Friday is just one digit
different from the one that
was shot down at Akhnoor
recently,” Mr. Singh said.
“The drones recovered in
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the recent past are being
used to drop payloads, in-
cluding AK-47 rifles and IED
material. Such drones can
travel up to 20 km, depend-
ing on the payload,” he
noted.

Around 16 AK-47 rifles,
three M-4 rifles, 34 pistols,
15 grenades, 18 IEDs and 34
lakh cash have been ferried
using drones in the last one
and a half years in Jammu,
he added.

The police have put in
place an anti-drone system
at several installations in
Jammu, including the air-

port.
»

Will speed up Ram temple: BSP

Party kick-starts series of public meetings to woo the Brahmin community

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW

In a bid to woo the dominant
and influential Brahmin com-
munity ahead of the 2022 Ut-
tar Pradesh Assembly elec-
tion, the Mayawati-led
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) on
Friday promised to expedite
the construction of the Ram
Mandir in Ayodhya if it came
to power with a full majority.

The BSP’s national general
secretary and its Brahmin
face Satish Chandra Mishra
launched a fresh outreach
programme for the communi-
ty from Ayodhya where the
Ram temple is being con-
structed. It must be noted
that the BSP identifies itself as
an Ambedkarite party and
while in power constructed
parks, memorials and statues
of Dalit and Backward Caste
icons.

“When we form a full ma-
jority government in 2022, I
would like to assure you that
the lakhs and crores of rupees
they have hoarded but are not
putting to use to build a tem-
ple for bhagwan Shri Ram, we
will compel them to build a
grand temple,” Mr. Mishra

said.

At a public meeting of the
prabudh varg, or enlight-
ened class, aimed at the Brah-
mins, Mr. Mishra questioned
the slow speed of the con-
struction of the Ram Mandir,
the foundation stone for
which was laid by Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi on Au-
gust 5, 2020.

Mr. Mishra, virtually the se-
cond-in-command in the BSP,
said even the foundation
block of the temple was not
yet complete.“Nobody knows
when they will complete the
temple. How many years
more will it take,” he asked at

Il
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BSP leader Satish Chandra Mishra addresses the '‘Prabudh
Varg Sammelan' in Ayodhya on Friday. =emi

the gathering of Brahmins.

Ms. Mayawati recently re-
minded the Brahmins to emu-
late the Dalits and remain
firm in voting for the BSP,
without falling for any lure or
temptation by other parties
particularly the BJP. She also
outlined that her 2022 cam-
paign would heavily rely on
the prospects of consolidat-
ing the sizeable Dalit votes
and the Brahmins.

The BSP has often claimed
that this formula had led to
Ms. Mayawati’s phenomenal
majority win in 2007.

At the public meeting, Mr.
Mishra reiterated the BSP

chief’s remarks. He urged the
Brahmins to “come together
and showcase your strength”
if they wanted to emerge as
the descendants of Lord Par-
shuram and Chanakya, consi-
dered icons of aggression and
strategy by the community.

If the Brahmins built a
“brotherhood” with the Da-
lits, the two communities
alone could come together as
a strong force in the State, Mr.
Mishra said.

Deeper aim

Not just the Brahmin vote, the
deeper aim of such meetings
appears to be an attempt to
cash in on the capability of
the community to influence
other castes given the hierar-
chical social setup in the
State. While talking to repor-
ters after praying to Lord Ram
at the makeshift Ram Janmab-
hoomi temple and at the Ha-
numangarhi temple and com-
pleting rituals at Saryu Ghat
with his family, Mr. Mishra
hinted at this goal.

“And you know that when
the Brahmin comes, people
of sarv samaj also come,” Mr.
Mishra said.

Mamata is chairperson
of TMC in Parliament

She was unanimously elected to post

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee was un-
animously chosen as the
Chairperson of the Trina-
mool Congress’ Parliamen-
tary party, placing her in a
pivotal position to coordi-
nate with the other opposi-
tion parties.

After TMC’s victory in
West Bengal Assembly elec-
tions in May this year, the
party has been positioning
itself as unifier for all oppo-
sition parties, a role that the
Congress as single largest
opposition party has been
playing so far. The Congress
often finds itself constrained
since it is a political oppo-
nent to many of the regional
parties in different States.

Party’s Rajya Sabha lead-
er MP Derek O’Brien at a
press conference in Delhi
said Ms. Banerjee has been
the guiding force behind the
parliamentary party for a
long time.

“We are just formalising a
reality. Our chairperson is a

seven-time member of Par-

Rahul accuses Modi and Shah of treason

‘Pegasus is classified by Israel as a weapon and that weapon is supposed to be used against terrorists’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Friday de-
manded the resignation of
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and a judicial inquiry
by the Supreme Court
against Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi for ‘using’ the
Pegasus spyware.

Addressing  journalists
outside the Parliament com-
plex, he claimed that he was
not a potential target but
“every single phone of his is
definitely tapped”.

He asserted, “I get phone
calls from the IB [Intelli-
gence Bureau] people who
tap my phone. They call me
up and say beware we are
tapping you. My security pe-
ople tell me that they have

to debrief what I say to their
seniors”. He, however, ad-
ded that only those who
were “thieves or corrupt
will get scared of Narendra
Modi”.

He said, “Pegasus is clas-
sified by the Israeli State as a
weapon and that weapon is
supposed to be used against
terrorists. The Prime Minis-
ter and the Home Minister
have used this weapon
against the Indian State.
They have used it politically,
they have used it in Karnata-
ka, they have used to scuttle
probes, they have used it
against the Supreme Court,
against all the institutions.
The only word for this is
treason. There is no other
word for this and the Home
Minister should resign”.

Rahul Gandhl with leaders from the Congress, the DMK and a
few other parties protesting in New Delhi on Friday. =p1i

Talking about alleged tap-
ping of his phone, he stated
that it was not just about
breach of his privacy but an
attack on the people whose
voices he raised.

CPI(M) MP moves privilege
motion against Law Minister

John Brittas flags his reply on filling up vacancies in courts

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) MP John Brittas
moved a privilege motion
against the Law Minister Ki-
ren Rijiju for a misleading
reply to a question raised by
him on the filling up of va-
cancies in the High Courts.

Mr. Brittas in a starred
question in the Rajya Sabha
had asked the Law Minister
to provide details of the
number of High Court judg-
es recommended by the Su-
preme Court collegium for
appointment during the last
one year, and how many of
these recommendations had
been implemented.

In response, Mr. Rijiju in-
formed the house that out of
80 recommendations by the

Kiren Rijiju

SC collegium between July 1
2020 to July 15, 2021, only 45
of had been appointed as
judges and the remaining
were “under various stages
of processing”.

The Minister had pointed
out that filling up vacancies
in the higher judiciary was a
continuous, integrated and
collaborative process bet-

ween the Executive and the
Judiciary, requiring consul-
tation and approval from
Constitutional authorities at
the State as well as Central
level. No timeline could be
given for filling up the vacan-
cies, he had said.

Mr. Brittas in a letter to
Rajya Sabha Chairman Ven-
kaiah Naidu said that the
reply given by the Minister
was “in contravention of the
order of the Hon’ble Su-
preme Court”. The top court
has said, “If the Supreme
Court collegium after con-
sideration of the aforesaid
inputs, still reiterates the re-
commendation(s)  unani-
mously, such appointments
should be processed and ap-
pointment should be made
within 3 to 4 weeks.”

He accused the govern-
ment of using the spyware
against the Supreme Court
as well as former CBI Direc-
tor [Alok Verma] when a
case was about to be regis-

tered in the Rafale deal.

“I have said very clearly
that there has been gross
theft in Rafale. For whatever
reason, none of you people
supported me. But truth has
a way of coming out. There
is an inquiry in France and
the Prime Minister himself is
responsible for corruption
in Rafale,” he said.

“The real question is: why
at the last minute when the
CBI Director was about to
file an FIR, why was his
phone tapped and why was
he blackmailed? And who
did it? That’s the real ques-
tion,” he remarked.

The press conference fol-
lowed protests by Opposi-
tion members, including the
Congress, DMK and the Shiv
Sena over the Pegasus issue.

Left MPs oppose move
for Bill on civil code

‘Subject needs wider consultation’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Left MPs moved a motion
objecting to the introduc-
tion of a private member’s
Bill seeking a uniform civil
code, saying such legislation
would damage the commu-
nal harmony. BJP MP Kirodi
Lal Meena has proposed the
Bill.

CPI(M) MPs Elamaram
Kareem and V. Sivadasan,
along with CPI MP Binoy
Viswam, moved the motion.

The Bill could not be ta-
bled on Friday since the Ra-
jya Sabha failed to function
for the fourth straight day.

Mr. Kareem, in his letter
to Chairman Venkaiah Nai-
du, said the subject of un-
iform civil code needed wid-
er consultation and
discussion before legislation
could be brought in. “The

manner in which such a Bill
is intended to be introduced
by a member in a hasty
manner without consulta-
tions is not acceptable,” he
noted.

Mr. Viswam said in his let-
ter to Mr. Naidu that the de-
mand for a uniform civil
code had a complicated and
polarising history that dated
back to Independence. “An
examination of the Bill
clearly indicates its ulterior
agenda, given that it selec-
tively chooses to highlight
inequalities in one religion,
while conveniently ignoring
those in others,” he stated.

Given the extensive diver-
sity of religion, cultures and
traditions that govern these
areas of customary law, all
reforms must not only do
justice but must appear to
be just as well, he said.

Mamata Banerjee

liament. She has the vision
to guide the parliamentary
party. She has the expe-
rience and insight. She was
anyway guiding us. The de-
cision has been taken both
at a conceptual and tactical
level. She has always been a
call away. We feel more em-
powered,” Mr. O’Brien said.
Ms. Banerjee is not an MP
or an MLA. In recent As-
sembly elections, she had
lost the Nandigram seat by a
slender margin to TMC rebel
Suvendu Adhikari. Howev-
er, there are no rules pro-
hibiting an unelected per-
son from leading a
parliamentary party.

More time for
report on
Data Bill

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) examin-
ing the Personal Data Pro-
tection Bill was on Friday
given an extension till the
Winter Session of Parlia-
ment to submit its long-
pending report. Five mem-
bers, including the Chair-
person of the committee,
Meenakshi Lekhi, were in-
ducted into the Council of
Ministers in the latest
round of Cabinet reshuffle
in the Modi government at
the Centre.

Ms. Lekhi has been re-
placed in the JPC by Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) MP
P.P. Chaudhary. The JCP
was constituted in the Lok
Sabha in December 2019
and was expected to sub-
mit its report in the Budget
Session. This is the fifth
time the committee’s te-
nure has been extended.

Ms. Lekhi at a press con-
ference on Thursday
claimed that the report
had been submitted to the
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la on Thursday.

Former IT Minister Rav-
ishankar Prasad had also
said in an interview to The
Hindu that he had read the
report of the committee.
The members have main-
tained that the draft report
has not been circulated to
them so far.

“How can Meenakshi
Lekhi claim Personal Data
Protection Bill Bill report
has been submitted to
Speaker Om Birla when
the report has not been cir-
culated to members much
less adopted,” Congress
leader Manish Tewari
tweeted.

The Personal Data Pro-
tection Bill seeks to regu-
late the use of an indivi-
dual’s data by the
government and private
companies.

At farmers parliament, ‘minister’ qu1ts over farm bills

Protesting ryots
continue parallel
session, debates

HEMANI BHANDARI
NEW DELHI

On the second day of the
‘Farmers Parliament’ at Jan-
tar Mantar in Delhi, the ‘Mi-
nister of Agriculture and
Farmers’ tendered his resig-
nation after he “couldn’t
meet eyes of the farmers”.
At the mock Parliament
just a short distance from the
Parliament building, Ran-
veer Singh Brar of the Bharti-
ya Kisan Union-Kadian, pre-
tended to be Union
Agriculture Minister Naren-
dra Singh Tomar and attend-
ed to the questions raised by
other protesters who took

In solidarity: Farmers on their way to Jantar Mantar in New Delhi. =susHiL kumAR VERMA

on the roles of MPs.

“I was made the minister
only for one day and as the
minister, I had to resign as I
had no answers to the ques-
tions the farmers were ask-

ing me. I couldn’t look them
in the eye,” said Mr Brar, ad-
ding that the demands made
by the farmers are legitimate
which is why the minister
had to resign — at least in this

session of mock parliament.
Mr Brar said Mr Tomar al-
so hailed from a farming fa-
mily with a humble back-
ground and added that when
people attain positions of

power, they forget where
they come from.

On taking on the role of
the minister, Mr Brar said,
“Whenever I was asked a
question, I would change the
topic. If the farmer would
ask me about the laws, I
would talk to them about
employment. I they would
ask me about something
else, I would start talking
about COVID,” he said.

Every answer given by the
pretend-minister was re-
ceived with a loud roar of
“Shame” from the gathered
protesters.

The farmers’ parliament
on Friday had 52 members
who spoke and six who con-
ducted the parliament pro-
ceedings including a speaker
each from Telangana and Ut-

»

tarakhand apart from Punjab.
“The APMC Bypass Act
brought in September 2020
should be immediately re-
pealed by the Parliament; the
Farmers' Parliament repeals
this Act, and orders the Par-
liament to do the same,” said
Hardev Arshi from All India
Kisan Sabha, one of the six
speakers.

Responding to Union Mi-
nister of State for External Af-
fairs Meenakshi Lekhi’s com-
ment calling farmers mawalis
(ruffian)— which she later
withdrew — Mr Arshi said,
“They find the worst word in
the dictionary and call us
that. One of the ministers said
that farmers should come to
the table and talk. Will one ev-
er call a mawali for talks? We
condemn it.”
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Road ahead is daunting: Manmohan

Rise in extreme rainfall events

Southern peninsula receives 29% more rain than normal; big deficit in northeast

JACOB KOSHY
NEW DELHI

Amid the revival of monsoon
since the second week of Ju-
ly, there has been a signifi-
cant variation in rainfall
across the country.

Several parts of the west-
ern Konkan coast and the
southern peninsula were
witnessing instances of ex-
treme rainfall. According to
the India Meteorological De-
partment data on the region-
al distribution, the ‘South
Peninsula’ received 29%
more rain than normal dur-
ing the period Junel-July 23.

In the same period, north-
west and central India wit-
nessed a 10% and 2% deficit
respectively and northeast
India a 14% deficit, though
this region has a higher base
rainfall than other regions.

Mahabaleshwar in west-
ern Maharashtra reported
more than 60cm of rainfall
in the past 24 hours (Thurs-
day morning to Friday morn-
ing) which “exceeded its all-
time record”, the IMD said.
From Friday morning to

Dalit man |
beaten to death
in Aligarh |

ANUJ KUMAR
GHAZIABAD

A 22-year-old Dalit man
was allegedly killed in a vil-
lage in Aligarh by three up-
per caste men on suspicion
of stealing a bag of wheat.

The police have regis-
tered a case of murder and
invoked relevant sections
of the SC/ST Act against the
three accused named by
the family of the victim.

The main accused has
been arrested.

According to local sourc-
es, the incident happened
on Wednesday night in Na-
gariya Bhood village of Har-
duaganj town in Aligarh
district.

Rampal Singh, the fath-
er of the deceased, told re-
porters that the incident
happened when his youn-
ger son Ravindra, who ran
a grocery store in the vil-
lage, returned from the
neighbouring Jalali town.

“When he was parking
his motorcycle, Rajbaha-
dur, his son Anurag Singh
and nephew Shibbu en-
tered the house and
claimed that Ravindra had
stolen a bag of 40 kg wheat
from their house. They
used casteist slurs and kept
beating him until he lost
consciousness,” he said.

US. Secretary of State
to visit India next week

Afghanistan, Quad, vaccines on agenda

SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI

U.S. Secretary of State Anto-
ny Blinken will travel to In-
dia next week for a two-day
visit during which he will
hold talks with External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar,
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs and the U.S. State De-
partment announced on
Friday.

Mr. Blinken’s visit will be
his first to New Delhi since
assuming office and is ex-
pected to focus on a number
of bilateral issues, as well as
prepare for a Quad summit
with leaders of U.S.-India-Ja-
pan-Australia in Washington
D.C. later this year.

“This trip will underscore
the importance of our coop-
eration on topics like CO-
VID-19 response efforts,
shared security interests,
and the climate crisis. I look
forward to strengthening
our important partner-
ships,” Mr. Blinken said in a
statement, referring to his
visit to India, which will be
followed by a visit to Kuwait.
The U.S. State Department
said the two sides would dis-

cuss U.S. and India’s
“shared democratic
values”.

Afghan crisis
Mr. Blinken’s visit is expect-
ed to focus on the situation
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Rajasthan

(-28%)

Gujarat

(-40%)
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Andhra (34%)

Arunachal Pradesh

‘J langana
(86%)

Uneven spread

A look at the State-wise
rainfall pattern

Manipur

(-62%)

No Data
No Rain (-100%)
Large Deficient

Pradesh (-99% to -60%)
(55%) B Deficient
Tamil Nadu  (-59% to -20%)
(68%) Normal (-19% to 19%)

Kerala Excess (20% to 59%)
Karnataka (-27%) = Large Excess
(22%) 9 (60% or more)
Data from 01-06-2021 To 23-07-2021 Source: IMD

5.30 p.m., it recorded 18 cm.
Torrential rain over the Kon-
kan coast was likely to conti-
nue for the rest of the week,
the agency added.
According to the district-
wise rainfall data for Maha-
rashtra, except five districts,
all the other 31 got “large ex-
cess rains”. July and August
are the most important mon-

soon months, contributing
over two-thirds of the seaso-
nal rainfall. Central India
and the south peninsula are
expected to see most of the
rainfall. However, climate
scientists have warned that
monsoon patterns overall
have been changing.

The frequency and
strength of cyclones over the

Arabian Sea has increased in
the past two decades. There
is a 52% increase in the fre-
quency of cyclones over the
Arabian Sea from 2001 to
2019 and an 8% decrease ov-
er the Bay of Bengal com-
pared with the period 1982-
2002, when historically
most cyclones have been in
the Bay of Bengal, according
to a study published in Cli-
mate Dynamics. Even the
duration of cyclones has in-
creased by 80%. More cy-
clones were bringing in
more moisture from the Ara-
bian Sea and contributing to
extreme rainfall events.
Roxy Koll, climate scien-
tist at the Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology in
Pune and among the authors
of the study, tweeted that it
was important to monitor
and better forecast these
events. “The ongoing mon-
soon floods across India is
unprecedented, but not un-
expected. We already see a
threshold rise in widespread
extreme rains that cause
floods across India,” he said.

Army to use jammers to protect
forward bases from drone attacks

It is also upgrading defence along the border, say officials

DINAKAR PERI

NEW DELHI

The Army is procuring jam-
mers in large numbers and
expanding the range of the
existing ones to protect large
military bases in forward
areas from drone attacks, a
senior defence official said.
Also with ceasefire holding
along the Line of Control
(LoC), both India and Pakis-
tan are using the peace to
upgrade their defences on
the border, officials said.

“We were cognisant of the
threat from drones for some-
time. To cover forward bas-
es, we are getting bigger jam-
mers, including from the
Defence Research and Deve-
lopment Organisation and
an Indian company in Hyde-
rabad,” one official said. “We
are working to expand the
range of our jammers while
also importing additional
ones.”

Stating that several mea-
sures were being put in
place, officials said. To begin
with, the sentries posted
along the installations were
more alert now and on the
lookout for possible pre-
sence of drones. “Drone and
quadcopter threat is now a
reality,” a second official not-

The drone that was shot down

in Akhnoor on Friday. It had
5 kg of explosives. =ani

ed. There have been several
instances in the last couple
of years where quadcopters
were used to drop drugs,
arms and ammunition from
across the border in Jammu
and Punjab.

However, the June 27 at-
tack on Jammu air base is the
first instance where small
drones were used to drop
explosives.

Ceasefire holding

There has been no violation
by Pakistan since the com-
mitment by both sides in Fe-
bruary to observe the cease-
fire along the LoC and other
areas. However there were
two infiltration attempts re-
cently. With no firing at all,
both sides are using the
peace to upgrade their de-

fences. Restoration work on
the existing border fence,
called the Anti-Infiltration
Obstacle System, is under
way, the second official
explained.

Over the years, the Army
has significantly improved
its electronic surveillance
along the LoC to check infil-
tration and, after some de-
lays, work is under way to
convert the existing border
fence into a smart fence inte-
grated with several sensors.

In the past few months,
some terror camps along the
LoC have been reactivated
and there has been some
probing and infiltration at-
tempts, one of the officials
said. But there has been no
overt support by Pakistan
Army to the terrorists, the
official said. There have also
been surveillance inputs on
several occasions of move-
ment of terrorists close to
the LoC, though there have
been no attempts to infil-
trate. All indices of violence
are down and overall there is
a 40% reduction, one of the
official said. “However, local
recruitment remains a wor-
ry. Operations are going on
in the valley and terrorists
are being neutralised.”

Former PM says a healthy and dignified life for every Indian must be prioritised

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The 1991 economic reforms
lifted millions out of poverty,
unleashed the spirit of free
enterprises, and catapulted
India into a $3 trillion econo-
my, but the road ahead is
even more daunting than the
1991 crisis, former Prime Mi-
nister Manmohan Singh said
on Friday.

To mark the 30th anniver-
sary of economic liberalisa-
tion and the opening up of
the Indian economy on July
24, Dr. Singh issued a state-
ment in which he recalled
the achievements, but also
expressed his pain at the de-
vastation caused by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic and the
loss of lives and livelihoods.

The country needs to re-
calibrate its priorities to a
dignified life for all Indians,
he said.

“It gives us immense joy
to look back with pride at the
tremendous economic pro-
gress made by our nation in
the last three decades. But I
am also deeply saddened at
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c) It is not a time to rejoice
and exult but to introspect
and ponder. The road ahead is
even more daunting than during
the 1991 crisis. Our priorities as a

nation need to be recalibrated
to foremost ensure a healthy

and dignified life for every

single Indian

MANMOHAN SINGH Former Prime Minister

the devastation caused by
the COVID-19 pandemic and
the loss of millions of fellow
Indians. The social sectors of
health and education have
lagged behind and not kept
pace with our economic pro-
gress. Too many lives and li-
velihoods have been lost that
should not have been,” Dr.
Singh said.

“It is not a time to rejoice
and exult but to introspect
and ponder. The road ahead
is even more daunting than
during the 1991 crisis. Our
priorities as a nation need to
be recalibrated to foremost
ensure a healthy and digni-
fied life for every single In-
dian,” he added.

On the move: Security personnel heading towards the site of
the encounter with militants in Sopore. =p7i

LeT ‘commander’ among

two militants killed in J&K

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR
Two Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
militants, including a top
‘commander’, were killed in
an overnight operation in
Sopore in north Kashmir,
the police said on Friday.
“The presence of terro-
rists was ascertained in War-
pora village during a joint
cordon and search opera-
tion on Thursday night.
They were given opportuni-
ties to surrender. However,
they fired indiscriminately.

Two LeT terrorists were
killed in the operation,” In-
spector-General of Police Vi-
jay Kumar said.

The police identified the
slain militants as Fayaz Ah-
mad War, alias Rukana alias
Umar, from Warpora; and
Shaheen Ahmad Mir, alias
Shaheen Molvi, from Cher-
pora in Budgam. “War was a
top commander of the LeT.
He had a long history of ter-
ror crime, as he was asso-
ciated with terrorism since
year 2008,” Mr. Kumar said.

Dr. Singh, who as Finance
Minister to the late former
Prime Minister P.V. Narasim-
ha Rao had unveiled a slew
of reforms in 1991, talked
about progress since the
opening up of the economy.

Desire to prosper

“Over the last three decades,
successive governments
have followed this path to ca-
tapult our nation to a $3 tril-
lion economy and into the
league of the world’s largest
economies. More important-
ly, nearly 300 million fellow
Indians have been lifted out
of poverty in this period and
hundreds of millions of new
jobs have been provided for

our youth,” he said. The
former Prime Minister said
that although liberalisation
was triggered by an econom-
ic crisis, it was also built on
“the desire to prosper, the
belief in our capabilities, and
the confidence to relinquish
control of the economy by
the government”.

The liberalisation process
helped in the making of
some world-class compa-
nies, and India has emerged
as a global power in many
sectors, he said.

“I was fortunate to play a
role in this reform process
along with several of my col-
leagues in the Congress par-
ty,” Dr. Singh noted.

Recalling his Budget
speech, Dr. Singh said, “As
Finance Minister in 1991, I
ended my Budget speech by
quoting Victor Hugo, no
power on Earth can stop an
idea whose time has come’.
Thirty years later, as a na-
tion, we must remember
Robert Frost’s poem, ‘But I
have promises to keep, and
miles to go before I sleep’.”

SC says secrecy of vote
amust in any election

‘Right to free and fair poll paramount’

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day held that in any elec-
tion, be it to Parliament or
State legislature, the mainte-
nance of secrecy of voting is
“a must”.

Secrecy is a part of the
fundamental right of free-
dom of expression. The con-
fidentiality of choice streng-
thened democracy, it
stated.

“In direct elections to the
Lok Sabha or State legisla-
ture, the maintenance of se-
crecy is a must and is insist-
ed upon all over the world
in democracies where direct
elections are involved to en-
sure that a voter casts his
vote without any fear or be-
ing victimised if his vote is
disclosed,” a Bench of Justic-
es DY. Chandrachud and
M.R. Shah held.

‘Deal with iron hands’
Any attempt at booth-cap-
turing or bogus voting were

crimes against democracy
and should be dealt with
iron hands. “Booth captur-
ing and/or bogus voting
should be dealt with iron
hands, because it ultimately
affects the rule of law and
democracy. Nobody can be
permitted to dilute the right
to free and fair election, the
Bench observed.

Democracy and free elec-
tions were a part of the Basic
Structure of the Constitu-
tion, Justice Shah, who auth-
ored the judgment, noted.
“An election is a mechanism
which ultimately represents
the will of the people. The
essence of the electoral sys-
tem should be to ensure
freedom of voters to exer-
cise their free choice,” he
said.

The court, in its judg-
ment, confirmed the guilt
and sentencing of eight men
accused of using violence to
snatch the voters slips and
to cast bogus voting in an
election in Bihar in 19809.
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Silver Line.

Tender d can be d

Kerala Rail Development Corporation Limited -
E Tender Notice

1. Tender No.KRDCL/42/2021 - Development of Architectural Designs Drawings of 10 stations of

2. Tender No.KRDCL/39/2021 - Hydrographic &Topographic survey for Silver Line.

3. Tender No.KRDCL/57/2021 - Hiring of vehicle Dzire / Etios or similar.

loaded from etenders.kerala.gov.in. (Sl.no.1-3)

4. Tender No.KRDCL/6 /2021 - Construction of ROB / RUB in lieu of LCs. (ireps.gov.in)
For more details visit keralarail.com

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF WIND ENERGY

=" (Underthe Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNR_E), Government of India)
oo \felachery - Tambaram Main Road, Pallikaranai, Chennai - 600 100.

RECRUITMENT NOTIFICATION
National Institute of Wind Energy (NIWE) is the technical arm
of Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, Govt. of India
established to serve as a technical focal point for orderly
development of Wind Power deployment. This Institute
proposes to recruit one Junior Research Fellow on
contract basis for specific time bound projects.
Details of essential qualification, experience, age limit, other
terms & conditions are available in the website:
http://niwe.res.in. The Last date for online
application is 16.08.2021.

Division Head [F&A]

ﬂmﬂll m Tmmlssl“ ﬂﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂﬂﬂ u-"m “Fa WRA @¥HR /Government of India, 3wifkey @ /Department of Space
* (A Government of Odisha UMenaicmg) "‘!,’1‘!‘ -\’ WAt sfafe s gd deifiht @@/ Indian Institute of Space Science and Technology,
T Regd. Office: Janpath, Bhubaneswar-751022 §f) [R.somim sfafia 1956 it aw 3 & erefi s e it
d - Declared as Deemed to be Univ der Sec.3 of the UGC Act 1956
. CIN U0 020R 045 GC00T5SS e B B e are e oob 547
TEN DER ALE RT g2/ Phone:0471-2568603, %aw/Fax:0471-2568602, $ — i E-mail: recruitment@iist.ac.in
i e (e e ) smAfaa
01 ]E' Tender Notice NO.CPC-49‘2020-21 . Erocurement of Application for Research Fellow (Online Application only)
03 Nos. 220/33 kV Power Transformers. Bidding documents rRelter sfaee R O SRR G (smdemduad) Frafaea vgi 3 forg s smafera e € |
are available from Dt. 22.07.2021, 10.00 AM. Last date of Indian Institute of $pace Science and Technology (IIST) invites applicatjpn fqr the following positions:
submission of tender * 13.08.2021 up to 13.00 Hrs. =% W=t #1 A/ Name of Positions 7= &t #1 #=41/ Number of Positions
For details please visit: www.optcl.co.in & 8 areden (Samq) / Junior Research Fellow (RF) o4
: g fasue wd sifFetis smaeq & foig suar gaR dedrse hitps://www.iist.ac.in/career/3 3& |
www.tenderwizard.com/OPTCL. HIPR-11/2021-22 For detailedq;{dvenisement andﬁgnﬁne application, plgase visit our website:
ICAD-689 OIPR-04011/14/0041/2122 https://www.iist.ac.in/career/3.  famrg./Advt. No: [IST/Admn/RMT/05/2021 &7 Dated 23.07.2021
A Chennai Petroleum Corporation Limited
(A group company of IndianOil)
U Regd. Office: 536, Anna Salai, Teynampet, Chennai - 600 018
. Website : www.cpcl.co.in ; Email id: shankarp@cpcl.co.in
cpPCL
Antony Blinken Tel: 044-24349833 / 24346807
i Afehani d di CIN - L40101TN1965G0I1005389
In Afghanistan an 1SCUsSS
possible cooperation with EXTRACT OF THE STATEMENT OF UNAUDITED STANDALONE AND
India as the Taliban make CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER ENDED JUNE 30, 2021 & in crore)
advances there. His visit will STANDALONE CONSOLIDATED
coincide with that of Af- Three Months Ended Year Ended Three Months Ended Year Ended
ghanlstan Army chief Gen- Sl Particulars 30.06.2021 | 31.03.2021 | 30.06.2020 | 31.03.2021 | 30.06.2021 | 31.03.2021 | 30.06.2020 | 31.03.2021
eral Wali Mohammad Ah- No. Unaudited | Audited | Unaudited | Audited | Unaudited | Audited | Unaudited | Audited
madzal on u - .| lotalincome from operations 12797.39 14705.48 5978.88 41899.07 12797.39|  14705.48 5978.88 41899.07
dzai ly 27-30), 1. | Totali fi i
leading to speculation that 2._| Other Income 178 28.95 7.56 106.88 1.78 28.96 756 100.97
the two visiting officials 3. | Total Income 12799.17 14734.43 5986.44 |  42005.95 12799.17|  14734.44 5986.44 42000.04
could meet in New Delhi. 4. | Total Expenditure 12725.32 1440148 5556.41 40729.41 12725.34]  14401.48 5556.35 40729.36
The MEA said the discus- 5. | Profit/ (Loss) for the period (before Tax and Exceptional items) 73.85 332.95 430.03 1276.54 76.77 343.14 428.30 1296.24
sions b etween MTr. Blinken 6. | Profit/ (Loss) for the period before tax (after Exceptional items) 73.85 332.95 430.03 1276.54 76.77 343.14 428.30 1296.24
and the Indian leaders 7. | Profit/ (Loss) for the period after tax (after Exceptional items) 53.73 231.79 271.63 237.56 56.65 241.98 269.90 257.26
« . 8. | Total Comprehensive Income for the period [Comprising Profit / (Loss)
WO(;I](% ]gO(]:L'lS on fl“eglonai for the period (after tax) and Other Comprehensive Income (after tax)] 5313 22652 .68 5229 56.65 236.65 263.90 25193
and global 1ssues o mutua 9. | Paid up Equity Share Capital
interest — including recov- (Face Value - Z 10 each) 148.91 148.91 148.91 148.91 148.91 148.91 148.91 148.91
ery from the COVID-19 pan- 10. | Other Equity (excluding Revaluation Reserve) 1275.66 1462.29
demic’ the Indo-Pacific re- 11. | a) Eamings Per Share (before extraordinary items)
. . (not annualised) (Basic & Diluted - % / share) 3.61 15.57 18.24 15.95 3.80 16.25 18.12 17.28
glon, AfghanlStan and (Face value of ¥ 10 /- each)
2 2 ”
cooperation in the UN”. b) Earnings Per Share (after extraordinary items)
Mr. Blinken will arrive in (not annualised) (Basic & Diluted - ¥ / share) 361 15.57 18.24 15.95 3.80 16.25 18.12 17.28
Delhi on Tuesday JLlly 27 (Face value of ¥ 10 /- each)
b b
. : . Note:
and w illhold Whlsd Oﬁt‘lglal 1 The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure
meetings On. ednesday. Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Financial Results are available on the Stock Exchange websites: www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com. The same is also
The MEA said he would available on the company's website www.cpcl.co.in BY ORDER OF THE BOARD
meet National Security Ad-
viser Ajit Doval as well, Place : Chennai
while the U.S. State Depart- Date : July 22, 2021 m\;adi
ment said he would meet Director (Finance) & Managing Director i/c
the Prime Minister DIN: 07826722

»

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
RURAL DEVELOPMENT & PANCHAYATI RAJ
(An Organisation of the Ministry of Rural Development, Govt. of India)
Rajendranagar, Hyderabad - 500030.

NIRD&PR is a premier Institute of National and International repute in terms of
capacity-building and research in the realm of Rural Development and related aspects.
The Institute proposes to engage the services of suitable candidates on contract basis
for the various project positions on project mode. Applications are invited from the
interested candidates for the following positions:
S.No Name of the post Number of post(s)
Positions for NRLM RC at NIRDPR, Hyd.
1 Mission Manager — MIS 01
2 Mission Manager - Farm Livelihoods 01
3 Mission Manager - Non-Farm Livelihoods 01
4 Mission Manager - Financial Inclusion 01
5 Mission Manager - SI & SD 01
6 Mission Executive - FNHW 01
7 Mission Executive - Financial Inclusion 01
8 Mission Executive - Farm Livelihoods 01
9 Mission Executive - IBCB 01
10 Mission Executive - Non-Farm Livelihoods 01
1 Accounts cum Administrative Officer 01
12 Office Assistant 01
13 Project Assistant -Accounts 01
Positions for NRLM, Guwahati
1 Mission Manager- Financial Inclusion 01
2 Mission Manager- MIS 01
3 Junior Mission Executive 01
4 Mission Executive - 1B & CB 01
5 Mission Executive - FNH&W and Gender 01
6 Mission Manager -Livelihoods 01
Positions for CPRDPSSD at NIRDPR, Hyd.
1 Video Editor 01
Positions for DDU-GKY at NIRDPR, Hyd.
1 Project Manager-Branding & Social Media 01
2 Director (Monitoring & Evaluation) 01
3 PHP Developer 03
4 Software Tester 02
Last date for submission of online application: 16-08-2021
For each position, detailed terms of reference, job description, age limit, qualification,
experience, remuneration, online registration, application submission and other
details, please visit: http://career.nirdpr.in/
Advt. No. 11/2021 Sd/-
(No.NIRDPR/AR(E)/Admn.A/2021/Proj Posn) Assistant Registrar (E)
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Committed to
climate action
plan: Minister

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

India will focus on imple-
menting its “ambitious
plans” through concrete
actions domestically as
well as globally via collabo-
rations, such as the Inter-
national Solar Alliance and
the Coalition of Disaster
Resilient  Infrastructure,
said Bhupender Yadav, En-
vironment Minister, on the
concluding day of the G20
Energy and Climate Joint
Ministerial Meeting held on
Friday at Naples, Italy.

He attended the event
virtually, leading an Indian
delegation that included
representatives from the
Environment Ministry as
well as from the Power
Ministry.

According to a state-
ment from the Press Infor-
mation Bureau, the Minis-
ter stressed that common
but differentiated responsi-
bilities to combat climate
change, “as per respective
capabilities and national
circumstances” were at the
heart of the United Nations
Framework Convention on
Climate Change, and the
Paris Agreement.

“We should not be shift-
ing goalposts and setting
new benchmarks for global
climate ambition,” Mr. Ya-
dav said.

He added that under
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, India had exhibited
exemplary resolve by
achieving its pre-2020 vo-
luntary commitment of re-
ducing emission intensity.

The G20 climate meet-
ing is seen as a prelude to
the United Nations Confe-
rence of Parties meeting in
Glasgow, Scotland in
November.

Mr. Yadav stated that In-
dia remains steadfast in its
commitments to join and
lead efforts to combat cli-
mate change within the
multilaterally agreed con-
vention and its Paris
Agreement.

Timeline not fixed to vaccinate all: govt.

All above 18 are
likely to get the jab
by Dec.: Minister

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Vaccination is an ongoing
and dynamic process, and
therefore, a fixed timeline
cannot be given for the com-
pletion of the COVID-19 im-
munisation drive, but those
above 18 years of age are ex-
pected to be vaccinated by
December 2021, the Health
Ministry informed the Lok
Sabha on Friday in a written
reply.

Former Congress chief Ra-
hul Gandhi was one of two
MPs who had asked if all
adults would be fully vacci-
nated by December 2021,
sought information on the
availability of vaccines, and
other related questions. Tri-
namool Congress’s Mala Roy
was the other MP with the
same queries.

The Minister of State for
Health, Bharati Pravin Pa-

Virus protection: A vaccination drive in progress at a centre in New Delhi.

war, said that between Au-
gust and December 2021, a
total of 135 crore doses of CO-
VID-19 vaccines are expected
to be available, and asserted
that there had been no delay
in entering into purchase
agreements with domestic
vaccine manufacturers. Ad-

al

vance payments had also
been made to manufacturers
for the supply orders placed
with them.

Dr. Pawar also informed
the House that 39,725.15
crore had been spent so far
on the COVID-19 vaccination
programme, including on

Ten-fold rise in NSCS budget:

Actual spending jumped 13 times to X812 crore in pre-poll year 2018-19, he says

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Budget allocation for the
National Security Council Se-
cretariat (NSCS) increased 10
times from ¥33.17 crore in
2016-17 to ¥333.58 crore in
2017-18, said senior lawyer
Prashant Bhushan on Friday.

Mr. Bhushan alleged that
it was the year when the NSO
Group of Israel, which has
developed the Pegasus spy-
ware, was paid hundreds of
crores for snooping on sever-
al eminent individuals’
phones.

He tweeted, “In 2016-17,
NSA’s budget was Rs 33.17
crs. Next year the budget in-
creased 10x to 333 crores be-
cause 300 Crores was added
under new head 'cyber se-
curity R&D'. This is the year

‘Gatekeeper Model

NIMHANS issues guidelines for dealing
with mental health challenges

S. VIJAY KUMAR
CHENNAI

In a bid to prevent suicides
triggered by mental health
issues in prisons across the
country, the National Insti-
tute of Mental Health and
Neuro Sciences (NIMHANS),
Bengaluru, has recommend-
ed the “Gatekeeper Model”
where selected inmates,
trained to identify prisoners
at risk of suicide, would refer
them to treatment or sup-
portive services.

Acting on the request of
the Ministry of Home Affairs,
NIMHANS, an Institute of Na-
tional Importance, issued a
set of guidelines on the man-

agement of mental health is-
sues of the prisoners and pri-
son staff. Referring to the
Bangalore Prison Mental
Health Study, the advisory
pointed to the prevalence of
mental illness and substance
use disorder in about 80% of
the prison population.
NIMHANS experts said
prisoners with mental disor-
ders had to be regularly as-
sessed for severity of suicidal
risk and also put on regular
and supervised medication.
To address the prisoner’s
mental health needs, the
correctional facility should
have links to community-
based initiatives like the Dis-

Prashant Bhushan

when NSO was paid 100s of
Crs for Cyber hacking of
Opp, Journos, Judges, EC,

Activists using Pegasus!
Wow”.
By NSA, Mr. Bhushan

seems to be referring to the
National Security Advisor
whose Budget comes under

the National Security Coun-
cil Secretariat (NSCS). Ac-
cording to the Expenditure
Budget statements for the re-
levant years, the allocation
for the NSCS first shot up 10-
fold in 2017-18, but actual
spending was less than dou-
ble the previous year.

Shot up by 13 times
However, in the following fi-
nancial year, before the May
2019 general election, the
spending by the NSCS shot
up by over 13 times from the
2017-18 levels, to well over
X800 crore.

The allocation for 2016-17
was indeed 33.17 crore,
which was later revised to
%81.03 crore. However, the
actual spending was 339.09
crore.
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the procurement of vaccines
and the operational cost for
vaccination.

“COVID-19 vaccination is
an ongoing and dynamic
process, which is being guid-
ed by National Expert Group
on Vaccine Administration
for COVID-19 (NEGVAC) on

Bhushan

In 201718, the allocation
surged to ¥333.58 crore, but
revised estimates put the
likely spending at 168 crore.
The actual expenditure was
%61.18 crore.

It was only in 2018-19 that
the actual expenditure on
this front shot up significant-
ly. That year, 3303.83 crore
was allocated for meeting
the ‘administrative expens-
es’. However, revised esti-
mates presented later were
much higher at 3841.73
crore.

While the original Budget
allocation was earmarked as
revenue expenditure, as per
the revised estimates, only
125.84 crore was for reve-
nue spending, with the ba-
lance ¥715.89 crore reflected
as capital expenditure.

the basis of concurrent
scientific evidence. In view
of the dynamic and evolving
nature of COVID-19 pandem-
ic, no fixed timeline at pre-
sent can be indicated for the
completion of vaccination
drive.

However, it is expected
that beneficiaries aged 18
years and above will be vac-
cinated by December 2021,”
the Minister stated in her

reply.

‘Among the fastest’

In a statement laid on the Ta-
ble of the Lower House,
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya noted that as on
July 20, 2021 a total of 32.64
crore persons had received
at least one dose of the CO-
VID-19 vaccine, of which 8.55
crore persons had complet-
ed the two dose schedule. He
added that as on July 20,
2021, a total of 34.83 crore
doses had been supplied free
of cost by the Government of
India to  States/Union
Territories.

HC quashes notice
to Twitter India MD

Police sought personal appearance

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
on Friday quashed the not-
ice issued to Twitter India
managing director Manish
Maheshwari by the Uttar Pra-
desh police seeking his per-
sonal appearance as part of
its probe into a communally
sensitive video uploaded by
a user on Twitter platform,
saying it was mala fide.

The single Bench of Jus-
tice G. Narendar said that the
notice under Section 41(A) of
the CrPC should be treated
as under Section 160 of
CrPC, allowing Ghaziabad
police to question Mr. Ma-
heshwari through virtual
mode, at his office or his resi-
dential address in
Bengaluru.

Maintaining that the pro-
visions of the statute under
Section 41(A) CrPC should
not be permitted to become
“tools of harassment”, Jus-

tice Narendar said Ghazia-
bad police did not place any
material which would de-
monstrate even the prima fa-
cie involvement of the peti-
tioner, though the hearing
has been going on for the
past several days.

“In the background of the
fact that Section 41(a) notice
was issued by mala fide, the
writ petition (filed by Ma-
heshwari seeking quashing)
is maintainable. According-
ly, the notice under section
Annexure A notice shall be
read as Section 160 of the
CrPC,” the court said.

“The action of the respon-
dent (Ghaziabad police) try-
ing to invoke section 41(A) of
the CrPC gives no doubt in
the mind of court that the
same has been resorted to as
an arm-twisting method as
the petitioner refused to
heed to the notice under
Section 160 of the CrPC,” the
court observed.

~'No need to submit report on
“Stan Swamy’s death before HC

His appeal has
abated, says
NIA counsel

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) and the Maha-
rashtra government on Fri-
day said there was no need
for the magistrate’s report
into the factors that led to
Father Stan Swamy’s death
to be submitted before the
Bombay High Court.
Additional Solicitor Gen-
eral Anil Singh, for the NIA,
told a Division Bench of Jus-
tices S.S. Shinde and N.J. Ja-
madar that since Swamy’s
appeal (challenging NIA
court’s rejection of his bail)

mooted to prevent suicides in prisons
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The MHA said COVID-19 posed unique challenges, which had

affected prisons and correctional facilities. =riLe pHOTO

trict Mental Health

Programme.

“Buddy system”

The advisory said the con-
cept of a ‘Buddy System’ —
social support through
trained prisoners called
“buddies” or “listeners” —

was found to have a good im-
pact on the well-being of sui-
cidal prisoners. Periodic te-
lephone conversations with
friends and family would al-
so foster support, it said.
These initiatives were part
of several other recommen-
dations made by NIMHANS

to effectively manage mental
health issues among prison-
ers and staff.

Communicating the gui-
delines to all States, the MHA
said the COVID-19 virus had
posed unique challenges to
the world and prisons and
correctional facilities were
also affected by the pandem-
ic.

Though appropriate mea-
sures were taken by the
authorities to check the
spread of the virus in pri-
sons, there was a need to
continue monitoring the sit-
uation rigorously without
letting the guard down and
provide care to inmates and
prison staff.

Emphasising on the men-
tal health of prisoners, the
Ministry said incarcerated

people could face many vul-
nerabilities during the pan-
demic, which might impact
their mental wellbeing. The
prison staff was also working
under tremendous pressure
and faced challenges in per-
forming their duty while safe-
guarding themselves from
contracting the infection.

In Tamil Nadu, Director-
General of Police, Prison &
Correctional Services, Sunil
Kumar Singh said 58 mobile
phones were purchased for
prisoners to make video calls
to their family members in
lieu of the physical interviews
that were temporarily sus-
pended in view of the
pandemic.

(Assistance for overcoming
suicidal thoughts is available
on the helpline number 104.)

Stan Swamy

had abated, there was no
question of having a report
in this appeal.

He argued that every ap-
peal as per the Code of Cri-
minal Procedure (CrPC)
shall abate on the death of
the accused, provided the
appeal was against the sen-
tence or conviction.

Public prosecutor Aruna
Pai agreed with Mr Singh.

The Bench said, “If the
appeal goes, everything
goes, nothing remains.”

Senior advocate Mihir De-
sai, for Swamy, told the
court that he was invoking
constitutional jurisdiction of
the High Court. He said it
may not be in the strict
sense of the appeal, but it
was in supervisory
jurisdiction.

The court told him to
send his written submis-
sions on this and that they
would ponder over it, and
adjourned the matter on Au-
gust 4.

Mr. Desai sought an inves-
tigation into the factors that
led to Swamy’s death under
sections 176 of the CrPC.

Editors Guild expresses
concern over I-T raids

It condemns snooping on journalists

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Editors Guild of India
(EGI) on Friday expressed
concern over the Income
Tax raids on the offices of
Dainik Bhaskar and Bharat
Samachar on Thursday.

“They [raids] come
against the backdrop of in
depth reporting on the pan-
demic by Dainik Bhaskar,
which brought to fore the
gross mismanagement by
government authorities and
the immense loss of human
lives,” an EGI statement
said.

“Bharat Samachar, too,
has been subjected to raids

by the tax authorities. It is
one of the few channels in
Uttar Pradesh that has been
asking difficult questions
from the State government
with respect to pandemic
management. Notwith-
standing the merits of the
case, the timing of these
raids is concerning given the
recent critical coverage by
both the organisations,” the
EGI said.

“ This is all the more dis-
turbing given the recent me-
dia reports on the wide
spread surveillance of jour-
nalists and civil society acti-
vists using the Pegasus soft-
ware,” the statement read.
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Bond of karma

When the Lord incarnates as a human being, He is not
bound by any karma or sorrow, as is with the case of all oth-
ers right from Brahma to the smallest ant. Out of His Sankal-
pa and His yoga, He takes a human or any other form to pro-
tect the good, quell adharma, establish dharma, and restore
order in the universe. His empathy for the jivatmas is clear
when He chooses a human form to live among them and by
example teaches them many lessons for life and salvation,
pointed out Sri Krishnamurthy Sastrigal in a lecture.

For instance, in the Ayodhya Kanda, much valuable ad-
vice and guidance for those who wallow in sorrow is embed-
ded in Rama’s wailing about the life of solitude in store for
Him. The truth, that all are born in this samsara to expiate
for their past karma, good and bad, is explained when Rama
analyses Kausalya’s state.

Rama feels for Kausalya on whom He has inflicted endless
sorrow. At a time when she has to be looked after by her son
whom she had nurtured since birth, she now only faces the
pangs of separation. Even the pet myna which Kausalya
rears would be more affectionate and kind than Him. Being
childless would have been a better option than bringing
forth such an unfortunate son as Him.

He attributes Kausalya’s mental anguish to some past
deeds of hers that are now bearing fruit. Maybe in her pre-
vious births she must have been the cause of separating
mother from son. The effects of past actions are felt as joy
and sorrow by all in the course of time. There is no escape
from this bond of karma. He then proclaims that if He wish-
es He can win over Ayodhya single-handedly and become
the ruler. But Rama restricts Himself since it is the path of
adharma and will lead to further sin.

»
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3D-printed bridge: Amsterdam is checking the innovative
box yet again. It has just unveiled the world's first
3D-printed steel bridge, fabricated from 4,500 kg of
stainless steel rods. Designed by artist Joris Laarman, and
built by Dutch robotics company MX3D, the curving
S-shaped structure spans the Oudezijds Achterburgwal in

the city's Red Light District.

Tokyo 2020: The Olympics is underway and you can catch
the action on SonyLIV. The OTT platform is hosting 20 live
streams, in Hindi, English, Tamil and Telugu (download the
app for iOS and Android). Now there's no excuse to miss
Chennai sailor Nethra Kumanan hit the waves, catch
Jaipur's air rifle favourite, Avani Lekhara, in action at the
Paralympics, or watch 13-year-old English girl Sky Brown

conquer the skatepark.

Virtual tours, workshops,
and other events you just
can’t miss

Hello, shopping

American cosmetics company,
Anastasia Beverly Hills, is
opening its first stand-alone
store in India, in Noida, by the
end of the month. But if you
can't travel, don't worry. Shop
brow pomades, eyeshadow
palettes, mascaras, and more
on Nykaa, which recently rolled
out the brand's products in the
¥1,200-%6,000 price range.
Meanwhile, Chumbak has
launched the Squad
Smartwatch that monitors
blood oxygen levels, menstrual
cycle, steps, and sports.
Available in six designs; at
chumbak.com; ¥4995.

[rresponsibly

yOUrs'

How can we keep sane if we can't
flash ruby smiles or throw parties?

JANE DE SUZA

This city is full of irresponsible peo-
ple. It makes me furious. Look at
that stupid couple having a party,

without even inviting me?

Yesterday, I entered the lift and
everyone inside rushed out. How
do they expect us to spread cheer if
people are taking social distancing
to this degree? Of course, I had not
worn my mask (it was a one-minute
lift ride, after all — what can spread
in one minute?). And then again,
when was the last time they saw so-
meone’s dazzling smile? (Lipstick
shade Scandalous Ruby, in case
you’re interested.) I mean, what’s
the point of sending forwards that
say ‘Keep Calm and Smile’ if no one
can see that smile, and they are do-
ing the opposite of keeping calm by
stampeding over each other to
avoid me and my Scandalous smile?

Nature diaries

A world without seeds; it's a
scary thought. This dystopian
idea, pegged on a real-life
incident — of cotton farmers
from Odisha's Bhimdanga
village — had formed the
backbone of Bijal Vachharajani's
2018 book, The Seed Savers.
Now, Mumbai-based Repertory
Theatre is turning the tale
about how the villagers came
together to open a seed bank
into a one-hour shadow theatre
show and workshop. This
Sunday, at 4.30 pm, for children
between six and 12 years.
Tickets at ¥349.
in.bookmyshow.com

I was the first to get my vaccine
shot when they started it for senior
citizens. Of course, you know I
don’t appear remotely senior. I had
to just flash my Aadhaar card, and
can go back to being late-30s now. I
made my husband’s driver (who is a
senior citizen — I am honest that
way) stand in the queue for three
hours for my slot. The embarrass-
ment! [ saw a neighbour and before
she opened her mouth, I pushed an
old woman along, pretending I was
there only to help my senior citizen
aunt. My ‘aunt’ turned around and
smacked my hand. My mean neigh-
bour is now sending me ads for re-
tirement homes and yoga for age-

ing bones.

LV for your ears

Thanos would love to steal this
one! Looking like it would fit
perfectly into the Marvel
multiverse, Louis Vuitton's new
portable Horizon Light Up
Speaker is futuristic and
fashionable. Inspired by the
Toupie handbag, the latest
addition to the luxury brand's
collection of connected
products incorporates glass,
stainless steel, and leather, 35
LEDs, three-inch subwoofers,
two 0.75-inch tweeters, and up
to 15 hours of playback — all for
the whopping price tag of
approx ¥2,15,200. Out end of
August. eu.louisvuitton.com

I shared my picture across social
media. I put a flag emoji on the arm
on which I got my vaccine. I have
co-morbidities, I explained, even
though I am in my late 30s. I had to

\

sick.

Refills for the win

Here's some good news for
those looking for plastic
packaging alternatives.
Mumbai's Reliance Smart Acme
Mall is now home to a Unilever
pilot project: the in-store
vending model, Smart Fill. Set
up in partnership with Reliance
Retail, the initiative helps
customers get a refill of their
homecare products — for
brands such as Surf Excel, Vim
and Comfort — rather than
purchase a new packet. As
added incentive: consumers can
get T30 off on the MRP if they
get their own bottle and %15 off
if they buy the Smart Fill bottle.

make up some of the lesser co-mor-
bidities to not appear both old and

Look at people thronging mar-
kets, to buy essential goods. When I
threw a Covid party, I made sure
everyone arrived at 10-minute in-
tervals. No one ever saw crowds en-

LUDRANGSHU
MUKHERJEE

Reading and viewing

A Begum & A Rani: Hazrat
Mahal and Lakshmibai in 1857
captures the different struggles
of the two women who chose
to be a part of India's first war
of independence. Author
Rudrangshu Mukherjee is the
chancellor and professor of
history at Ashoka University.
Penguin Random House; ¥699.
See rather than read at
Terrain.art that has a solo
exhibition by emerging
contemporary artist Jayeti
Bhattacharya. Shifting
Coordinates shows the context
of migration in many ways. On
view until July 30.

tering or leaving my house — I was
super responsible like that. The
building security said someone
complained about the noise, and I
said I was only watching TV. I am
slightly deaf, I explained - it is one
of my co-morbidities.

They even tried to stop my maids

= SREEJITH R KUMAR

from coming in. The
maids are at risk from
travelling, they said.
Am I to now clean my
own house? After the
party that I (never)
threw? I am throwing
crying fits at the
thought. Is that how
you people want to
spread cheer?
Whenever someone
sends me a link to do-
nate for the Covid-un-
employed, I tell them I
am tirelessly supporting
the economy. I spend
days online-shopping for
designer clothes, but
where to wear them?

Really! I even started a donation
drive for myself and my co-morbid-

South Korea calling

It is BTS vs BTS. The K-pop
group's latest single,
'‘Permission to Dance’, has
beaten their May hit, ‘Butter’,
to nab the no. 1 spot on
Billboard Hot 100. The catchy
tune, co-written by Ed Sheeran
and with a five-minute MV, is
an earworm. Meanwhile, if you
are into all things Korean,
head to InKo Centre's
Annyeong Station — a new
platform for conversations,
exchanges and demonstrations
(last Thursday japchae, the
popular Korean glass noodles
dish, was on the menu).
Details: inkocentre.org

ities. I am breaking my back being
responsible, I said. No one has do-
nated a single paisa. Irresponsible
people.

Where Jane De Suza, the author of Happily
Never After, talks about the week’s quirks,
quacks and hacks

Right of admission

What happens when four
estranged college friends
reunite on Zoom during the
pandemic and then decide to
stay in touch? That's what
stand-up comedian and writer
Anuvab Pal explores in
Admission. Starring actors
Kunaal Roy Kapur, Tillotama
Shome, Rasika Dugal and Noah
Lucé, the 55-minute play is
directed by Rohan Sippy.
Bookings are open now (tickets
from ¥199 onwards), and the
show, which opens on July 31 at
6.30 pm, will be available for
streaming for 24 hours on
in.bookmyshow.com
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The modern .

brown woman

experience |

America

DIVYA KALA BHAVANI

Never Have I Ever, as a show, has
deeply divided South Asian audiences
in its portrayal of an Indian transplant
family in California, with the kids
striving for western modernity and the
elders clutching tightly on to
traditions. One half of audiences claim
the show is hyperbolic and
unrelatable, while the other praises
the portrayal of the struggle of the
South Asian diaspora in the United
States.

The Netflix series, narrated by John

CM
K

McEnroe and written by Mindy Kaling
and Lang Fisher, follows Devi
Vishwakumar (Maitreyi
Ramakrishnan), a straight-A student
at a Sherman Oaks high school in
California. She lives with her
widowed mother, Dr Nalini
Vishwakumar (Poorna Jagannathan),
and her picture-perfect cousin,
Kamala Nandiawada (Richa
Moorjani), a brilliant scientist
completing her PhD. Season two
offers an uplifting take on brown
feminism, where Nalini’s
mother-in-law Nirmala (Ranjita

»

Richa Moorjani and Poorna
Jagannathan on playing South
Asian women in STEM in
Netflix's comedy Never Have |
Ever, and why new mediums of
storytelling matter

Chakravarty) comes to live with
the family.

Virtual prep
The second season was greenlit
during the pandemic, so the
table reads were all remote.
Moorjani, 32, recalls being
nervous about how the
virtual reads would “kill the
creative process and wouldn’t
be that funny”, but then she
realised “it is still performance”
and everyone adapted seamlessly.
Whereas Jagannathan, 48, brought a

This season, |
learned about how
much women of
colour in STEM go
through. It's a real
systemic problem
where their names
are taken off
research papers

%

lot of collaborative energy to
the show’s mission to be as
authentic as possible. “Even
the plate in which Nalini’s
mother-in-law, Nirmala, offers
food had to be right. Because
you can’t cater during Covid,
they had to teach someone
how to make South Indian
food; so eventually 11 dishes
were made [including
paruppul,” she says.

The STEM gap
Moorjani collaborated with costume
designer and Kaling
confidant, Salvador
Pérez Jr, to retain
the essence of
Kamala, while
keeping it
professional for

her lab sessions. “When she wears a
black leather jacket and goes to put her
name on a research paper [omitted by
a misogynistic male colleaguel], as the
actor I felt empowered!”

Speaking of labs and commitments,
the actor duo is proud to portray
strong women in STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics). “This season, I learned
about how much women of colour in
STEM go through. It’s a real systemic
problem where their names are taken
off research papers,” explains
Moorjani.

Video games and short films
Beyond the quirky Kamala and the
ever-witty Nalini, the actors strive to
enrich their careers with different
mediums such as video games, short
films, theatre and dance.

Having voice-acted in Fallout 76 — a
video game by Bethesda — Moorjani is
keen on diving deeper into this rich
storytelling medium. She is also in
post-production for Broken Drawer
directed by Rippin Sindher — a film
loosely inspired by true events about a
young Sikh mother who was killed
while working at her family-owned
convenience store in rural California.

Meanwhile, Jagannathan is in
post-production for I’ll Show You
Mine, portraying author Priya Suri. She
had a busy 2020, assuming
supporting roles in AppleTV+’s
legal-drama Defending Jacob

opposite Chris Evans, in Netflix’s
Messiah, and in HBO’s Big Little
Lies.

Season two of Never Have I Ever is
now streaming on Netflix

Scan the QR code to
watch the
interview, or visit
weekend.
thehindu.com for
the full article and
video

Stills from the show
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Gond art on
quinoa packs

India's traditional artists
are getting a new canvas

The last year has been quite
transformative for India's
traditional artists. As exhibitions
got cancelled and inventories
began piling up, they started
looking at alternative ways to
make a living. Pattachitra masks,
Madhubani wall panels depicting
scenes from the pandemic, and the
like began popping up on e-stores
and timelines. Brands, too, began
doing their bit to help get them
visibility.

The latest champion is Taru
Naturals. The grassroots
movement that connects 10,000
small-scale farmers to markets has
just launched its organic D2C
(direct to consumer) brand — think
stone-milled flour, ready-to-eat
breakfast foods, indigenous grains,
and more. What sets it apart,
however, is its packaging featuring
Gond art.

Developed by Saurav Roy,
founder of Goa-based Roy Studio,
the vibrant artwork — by
renowned artists such as Gati Rita,
Suresh Kumar and Mukesh Varia —
not only showcases the story of
the farming community but pushes
the Studio's ongoing efforts to
"re-contextualise how design and
craft can come together".

The packaging also features the
artist's name and where one can
get in touch with them.

»
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How grieving
musicians across
the country are
keeping the
memories of
loved ones,
especially dads,
alive through
their art

SONgES

LALITHA SUHASINI

In April this year, Bengaluru-based
composer Sanjay Sugumaran lost his
father to the second wave. While most
turn to art when coping with tragedy,
artistes like Sugumaran have chan-
nelled their grief into their music. He
chose rap to pay homage, and re-
leased the multi-lingual track, ‘Sur-
vive’, on YouTube a month later. Like
his other counterparts, 27-year-old
hoped his song brought people to-
gether with its message of hope, with
lines like ‘I will stand, no matter what
/ I will fight no matter what / I will
love, no matter what / Survive, no
matter what.’

“My father had taken a loan and
bought me my first keyboard and
without him, I wouldn’t have been the
musician that I am today,” says the
rapper, who collaborated with singer
John Mozart and rapper Joshua

FOOD SPOT

An organiser of musical

(Clockwise from
above) Siddhant
Karnick, album
artwork, Abhilash LR,
a still from 'Without
You', Allister Martins
and Karnick's album

Kirubagaran.

Since the pandemic also robbed
those in mourning the chance to bid
farewell to their loved ones with a
gathering of friends and family at a

THE GAP
FERT.
SIDOHRNT KARNICK

funeral, making music was especially
healing for artistes. Last year, TV ac-
tor Siddhant Karnick saw his father,
an ex- army man, fight Covid-19 and fi-
nally succumb to it.

“Writing my thoughts down
was the only way to make
sense of the senseless,” says
Nashik-based Karnick on how
the lyrics of ‘Best Before’ — re-
leased on Father’s Day (June 20)
this year — came to be.

Phone calls and CT scans
Sugumaran explains how he began
making notes for the song (also availa-
ble on Spotify) right from the time his
father was hospitalised. He recreated
a phone conversation that he had with
his father, and the video for the com-
position as well as the artwork is an
image of his father’s last CT scan.

‘ The pandemic has shown
us that we're all in this
together ’

SHARONI PODDAR, vocausr, mae miuputs

On the other
hand, Karnick’s
‘Best Before’,
available on Ama-

zon Music, is sur-
prisingly buoyant for
a track about loss.

“I wanted to use the prin-
ciple of playing against the dialogue,
which is a popular technique used in
theatre. It’s where, for example, the
darker dialogues are delivered by the
villain with a sense of comic timing,”
explains Karnick, who approached
Pune-based producer Gandhaar Amin
to compose it.

“I expected them [the lyrics] to be
more about the incident, but Siddhant
turned it around into something posi-
tive,” says Amin. “Siddhant is some-
one who is always on the go, so I want-
ed the song to reflect that.”

Unexpected death, combined with
the inability to spend enough time

shows turned chef during
the pandemic with
Babo's Home Kitchen

RAHUL VERMA

The dark clouds of the pan-
demic have a silver lining.
People across the country
are breathing life into ta-
lents that were perhaps
known just to family and
friends. Certainly, when it
comes to food, a great ma-
ny men and women have
been demonstrating how
well they wield a karchhi.

One such talented chef'is
Dipayan Mazumdar, who
used to earlier organise
classical musical evenings
in the capital. Now he runs
BHK or Babo's Home Kitch-
en (baboshomekitchen.in;
phone nos. 9769416232,
9810016405).

Always fond of cooking,
he took it up professionally
last October once such con-
certs came to a standstill
thanks to the pandemic.
The food that he cooks and
delivers is largely Bengali.
He picked up the recipes
from his mother and grand-
mother, he says.

I ordered some food
from BHK last week when
two friends — one who

CcM
K

kitchen comes

alive in Delhi

loves fish and the other
who is allergic to it — came
over for dinner. So, to make
both happy, we asked for a
vegetarian platter (3999 for
two) and fish combo (750
for two). The platter com-
prised shukto, narkol
mung dal, jhingey aloo pos-
to, mochar ghonto, and
aamer (mango) chutney.
The fish combo consisted
of two rotund fish chops
and two large pieces of
mustard fish.

The friends had come

with PotPot’s haleem and
nihari, so there was no
dearth of meaty dishes. We
had the fish chops -
mashed fish and potatoes
crumbed and fried golden
brown - as starters, and
thought they were superb.
Shukto, which is a Bengali
dish of mixed vegetables
cooked in a very light
sauce, was excellent, as
was the coconut-flavoured
mung dal.

The khus-khus (posto)
with potatoes and ridge

(clockwise from left)
Vegetable platter with
fish combo; Bhetki fry;
shorshe ilish

=SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

gourd was the way it is
cooked at home - light, yet
tasty. The fish-loving friend
enjoyed the katla cooked in
a sharply flavoured shorshe
(mustard) sauce. The chut-
ney was delicious — hot,
sweet and sour. The mocha
(banana florets) didn’t ap-
peal to me much, but all in
all, we had a great meal.

BHK’s most popular dis-
hes include Kolkata bhetki
fish fry or cutlet: fillet mar-
inated in lime and garlic,
dipped in beaten egg and
fried. Deliciously crisp, it
has a minty flavour that I
enjoyed.

It is also known for its
breakfast fare of koraishu-
tir kochuri — puris stuffed
with mashed and mildly
spiced, hing-flavoured peas
— and baby potatoes coated
with asafoetida (hing). I
had a bit of BHK’s shorshey
ilish (hilsa in mustard) the
next day for lunch, and
found both the fish and
preparation exceptionally
good. A good chef has to
know his fish (or fishmon-
ger!) well, too.

Next week it offers,
along with other favourites,
something called prawn-
pouri, fried prawns and
prawn malaikari (X750 for
two).

HBK only takes pre-or-
ders and has limited slots.
“Our goal is to help people
discover Bengali cuisine,”
Mazumdar says. I hope the
kitchen continues post CO-
VID-19, too. Food with mus-
ic will be a good combo.

The writer is a seasoned food
critic

The feminist in

urlesque

SURYA PRAPHULLA KUMAR

How Sukki ‘Singapora’
Menon is taking her
burlesque moves and
feminist views to a
larger platform

Conservative is not a word you’d call
Sukki Menon. But surprisingly, the 31-
year-old — born to a Singaporean-Ma-
layalee father and an English mother
— hails from a hyper traditional fami-
ly. And she’s thankful for it.

Sukki Singapora (as she is known
to her fans and critics) is a burlesque
dancer striving for Asian representa-
tion and women’s empowerment
through her performing art. She is al-
so a Netflix star, who shot to promi-
nence after appearing on the popular
2019 docuseries, Singapore Social,
which has since lead to movie offers
and invites to Oscar parties. “Had my
parents fully supported me [grow-
ing up], would I be as impas-

sioned as I am?” she wonders

out aloud, over a morning call

from London. “Would I have
had the angst, the fire in my belly,
to take on a whole country, to tra-
vel the world and fight to make
a difference for other young
girls?”

Because fight she did. First,
she successfully campaigned
for burlesque to be seen as a
legitimate art form in Singa-
pore. And now she’s her taking

with Covid patients during their last
days, has left loved ones with unprece-
dented grief. “My uncle was the pillar of
my family. He was my father figure and
now that he’s gone, I feel so lost,” says
Goa-based Allister Martins, 26, of his
maternal uncle who passed away ear-
lier this year due to Covid-related com-
plications.

Martins, who wrote the song ‘With-
out You’ the day his uncle passed away,
has reflected on how those who are
closest to the deceased deal with the
situation. “His wife and he were high
school sweethearts. So the lyrics are
partly what I think and partly what
could have been going on in my aunt’s
mind,” says Martins, who also directed
and shot the video (on YouTube, Spoti-
fy), which came out in June, on his
phone. ‘You told me you’ll be there / Till
we’re old and have grey hair / Now I'm
sitting all alone in your chair, are lines
that he wrote to depict his aunt’s
emotions.

Finding a sense of community

Music has been a cathartic experience
not just for the artistes, but for listeners
as well. “The most touching message
was from a friend I had reached out to
work with on a lyric video. I had sent
him the audio and the lyrics and, in res-
ponse, I found out that he had lost his
father a week ago and that the song had
helped give him a sense of closure,”
says singer-songwriter Abhilash LR
from Mumbai. His composition ‘Remi-
niscing’, that released on YouTube, is
dedicated to his grandmother who
passed away before the pandemic.

Besides supporting the bereaved,
these songs have also created a sense of
community. “The pandemic has shown
us that we’re all in this together,” says
vocalist Sharoni Poddar of Kolkata
band, The Miliputs. The five-member
band recently released ‘Bhule Jawa
Blues’, an indie blues song in Bengali
(also on YouTube).

“Whether it’s about losing a person
eternally or having to let go of someone
because of the physical distance during
the lockdown, our new release is all
about the memories that haunt us
when someone moves on,” concludes
Poddar.

The writer is the former editor of
Rolling Stone India and teaches jour-
nalism at FLAME University.

Sukki Menon in
a five-metre
wig at Elton
John's 2020
Oscar party,
and (left) with
the students of
aschoolin
Kerala

= @SUKKIMENON

calling card of entertainer, feminist,
activist and humanitarian across the
world, to make inroads for brown
performers. Perhaps why she isn’t
too chuffed about being called Asia’s
Dita Von Teese. “It is a compliment,
of course; Dita is a queen. However, I
do think as Asian artists we need to
stop saying we’re the Asian version of
something western. It’s an antiquat-
ed statement that somehow lessens
us and our achievements to a subver-
sive colonial thinking,” she says. “It’s
like saying Shah Rukh Khan is the In-
dian George Clooney. No, George
Clooney is like the western SRK!”

Taboo breaker
Burlesque may be viewed with pre-
judice by the majority, but it resonat-
ed with Sukki because it celebrated
female sensuality, something that
was seen as taboo in her childhood.
“There are many misconceptions
about the art form, such as it is a see-
dy activity in a night club with men
crowded around. But it could not be
farther from the truth. My shows are
held in theatres around the world,
and 80% of my audience is female.”
To the staunch feminist — who be-
lieves that feminism is another word
for human rights — burlesque is all
about women taking charge, of their
bodies, their choices. “I think that
when a woman follows her heart and
builds a career, she becomes an in-
spiration to other women. And while
it is difficult when you are the first at
anything, because you are inevitably
alone, creating that role model for
the next generation is important to
me,” she concludes.
Read the full story on
weekend.thehindu.co.in

Tapplng into her roots
Malayalam may not be her strong suit, but Sukki enjoys her visits to
her family home in Annakara (two hours from Thrissur, in Kerala),
which she calls very grounding. She was last there in October

= DANIEL ROBERTS

2019, for her birthday, and, going by Instagram, she had a blast
hanging out with her cousins, and making time for cows, her
perfectly coiffed rainbow hair in place. She also gave a talk at the
; local school about being brave and following one's heart. With
/ “*.;- plans to visit this December, Covid permitting, she hopes to make
a bigger splash. "Brace yourself. | plan to bring burlesque there."
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Xi visits Tibet, first trip by leader in years

He landed in Nyingchi, which is located 20 km from the border with Arunachal Pradesh

ANANTH KRISHNAN

China’s President Xi Jinping
this week became the first
Chinese leader in many
years to visit Tibet as well as
its southeastern border re-
gion with India, as he in-
spected a newly opened and
strategically important rail-
way line.

The official Xinhua news
agency reported on Friday
Mr. Xi arrived in Tibet on
Wednesday on a three-day
visit, landing at the airport in
Nyingchi, which is located
less than 20 km from the bor-
der with India's Arunachal
Pradesh. The Xinhua report
said Mr. Xi drove to the
Nyang river bridge to inspect
the Yarlung Zangbo river, or
Brahmaputra river — the
Nyang is its second largest
tributary. He also visited Ny-
ingchi town and its railway
station to inspect the newly
built Sichuan-Tibet railway.

This is Mr. Xi’s first visit to
the Tibet Autonomous Re-
gion (TAR) since taking over
as the General Secretary of
the Communist Party of Chi-
na in 2012. He had visited in
2011 when he was Vice-Presi-
dent. That visit was to mark
the 60th anniversary of what
the Communist Party calls
“the peaceful liberation of

China imposes
sanctions on
US. citizens

REUTERS
BEIJING

China said on Friday that it
has imposed counter-sanc-
tions on U.S. individuals,
including former U.S. Com-
merce Secretary Wilbur
Ross, in response to U.S.
sanctions on Chinese offi-
cials in Hong Kong.

The sanctions are the
first imposed by China un-
der new anti-foreign sanc-
tion law, and come days be-
fore U.S. Deputy Secretary
of State Wendy Sherman is
due to visit China.

Strategic move: Xi Jinping visiting the Drepung Monastery in
the western suburbs of Lhasa on Thursday. =ap

Tibet”, and this week’s trip
was timed to mark the 70th
anniversary.

The Seventeen Point
Agreement was signed on
May 23, 1951. China refers to
the agreement as heralding
what it calls “the peaceful
liberation of Tibet”. The
agreement has been rejected
by the Dalai Lama, who has
said the Communist Party
had both forced it on Tibet
and subsequently violated its
commitments, leading him
to eventually flee to India in
exile in 1959.

From Nyingchi, Mr. Xi tra-
velled to Lhasa, where he vi-
sited the Potala Palace — the
traditional home of the Dalai
Lamas — and Drepung mo-

nastery. He called on monks
there “to support the leader-
ship of the Communist Party
of China” and “maintain the
unity of the motherland”. He
said the Communist Party
would “actively guide the de-
velopment of Tibetan Budd-
hism”, part of a broader ef-
fort to promote what the
Party calls the “Sinicisation”
of Tibetan Buddhism with an
emphasis on patriotism and
ensuring Beijing’s authority
on the appointment of lamas
and key religious figures.

Military ideology

Mr. Xi on Friday, the last day
of the trip, met with soldiers
of the Tibet Military Com-
mand of the People’s Libera-

Pak. raises ‘concern’ over

reports of spyware use
PM Imran Khan was allegedly targeted

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD
Pakistan on Friday voiced
‘serious concern’ over me-
dia reports about India al-
legedly eavesdropping on
foreigners, including Prime
Minister Imran Khan, using
Israeli spyware Pegasus and
urged the UN to thoroughly
investigate the matter.
According to reports, Mr.
Khan was a potential target
of the Israeli-made Pegasus
spyware programme by
clients of the NSO Group cy-

berespionage firm.

The Foreign Office (FO)
through a statement res-
ponded to the media quer-
ies related to India’s alleged
use of the Israeli spyware.

“We have noted with se-
rious concern recent inter-
national media reports ex-
posing Indian government’s
organised spying operations
against its own citizens, fo-
reigners as well as Prime Mi-
nister Imran Khan, using an
Israeli origin spyware,” the
Foreign Office said.

Ben & Jerry’s angers Israel
by boycotting settlements

‘Sales in occupied territories is inconsistent with our values’

STANLY JOHNY

Ice creams hardly play a role
in international conflicts.
But the U.S.-based ice cream
brand Ben & Jerry’s decision
to stop selling its products to
the Jewish settlements in the
Israeli-occupied Palestinian
territories of East Jerusalem
and West Bank has triggered
an uproar in Israel, which
has taken the battle against
the brand to its parent com-
pany and 35 American
States. Israel Prime Minister
Naftali Bennett has warned
Unilever, the London-based
parent company, of “severe
consequences” over its sub-
sidiary’s decision.

‘Values’ over profit

In its July 19 statement, Ben
and Jerry’s, known for tak-
ing up progressive causes
such as Black Lives Matter,
said the sales of its products
in the occupied Palestinian
territories was “inconsistent
with our values”.

Israel seized the West
Bank and East Jerusalem in
the 1967 war and has pro-
moted Jewish settlements in
the territories since the
1970s. Currently, there are
about 140 Israeli settlements
in the West Bank and East Je-
rusalem where more than
6,00,000 Jews live.

Ben & Jerry’s, founded in
the 1970s by two American
hippies, operates in Israel
through a licensee, Ben &
Jerry’s Israel, which makes
and distributes its products
in Israel and the occupied
territories.

“We have informed our li-
censee that we will not re-
new the license agreement
when it expires at the end of
next year,” the company
said. It added that it would
seek another arrangement

CcM
K

A Ben & Jerry'sice cream
truck outside the factory
in Be'er Tuvia. =afrp

to sell its ice creams within
the internationally accepted
borders of Israel.

The Palestine Solidarity
Campaign, an activist group
based in the UK. that pro-
motes boycotting Israeli
goods, has welcomed Ben &
Jerry’s decision. “This is
Huge. Very important step
by Ben & Jerry’s and a mes-
sage to all complicit compa-
nies. The tide of history is
turning. #BDS,” the PSC
tweeted on Monday.

Activists who support the
Boycott Divestment and
Sanctions (BDS) movement
has been campaigning for a
years for economic mea-
sures to put pressure on Is-
rael to change its policies re-
garding settlements and
occupation.

Unilever’s position
Unilever, the British multina-
tional, acquired Ben & Jer-
ry’s in 2000 for $326 million
in an unusual agreement
that allowed the brand to
keep an independent board
with the right to make deci-
sions on its social missions
and brand integrity. The de-
cision to end sales to the Jew-
ish settlements came from
the Board.

In a statement, Unilever
said: “Ben & Jerry’s was ac-
quired by Unilever in 2000.
As part of the acquisition
agreement, we have always
recognised the right of the

»

brand and its independent
Board to take decisions
about its social mission. We
also welcome the fact that
Ben & Jerry’s will stay in Is-
rael.”

There were signs of ten-
sions between the parent
company and the indepen-
dent board of Ben & Jerry’s.
Anuradha Mittal, the Board’s
chair, told NBC that Unilever
issued the statement against
the wishes of the Board.

Israel’s response

Gilad Erdan, Israel’s Ambas-
sador in Washington, has
written to each of the 35 Go-
vernors of American States
that have passed laws
against BDS, urging them to
sanction the ice cream
brand.

In the letter, a copy of
which was posted on Twit-
ter, Ambassador Erdan
wrote Ben & Jerry’s decision
amounted to “de-facto adop-
tion of anti-Semitic practices
and the de-legitimization of
the Jewish state”.

In 2018, Airbnb an-
nounced it would remove
listings on its website in the
Jewish settlements in Pales-
tine, but reversed the deci-
sion a few months later after
having come under enor-
mous pressure from Israel
and a lawsuit in a federal
U.S. court.

This time too, Israel is
leaving no chance behind to
mount economic and legal
pressure on Ben and Jerry’s
and Unilever to undo the de-
cision.

The challenge Israel faces
is that if Ben and Jerry’s
sticks to its decision in soli-
darity with the Palestinians,
it could set a successful pre-
cedent for other corpora-
tions and give a boost to the
BDS movement.

tion Army, state media re-
ported, calling on them to
“implement the Party’s mili-
tary ideology in the new era”

and to “comprehensively
strengthen training and
preparation work”.

Developing connectivity
to border areas was a partic-
ular focus of the visit, evi-
dent in the visit to Nyingchi,
which assumed particular
significance coming a month
after China started operating
the first bullet train line in Ti-
bet, linking Lhasa to Nying-
chi near the border with Aru-
nachal Pradesh. The China
State Railway Group said the
435-km line, on which con-
struction began in 2014, has
a designed speed of 160 km
per hour and would connect
the capital city of the Tibet
Autonomous Region to the
border city of Nyingchi with
a travel time of three and a
half hours.

The Lhasa-Nyingchi rail is
one among several major in-
frastructure projects recent-
ly completed in Tibet’s
southern and southeastern
counties near the Arunachal
border. Last month, China
completed construction of a
strategically significant high-
way through the Grand Ca-
nyon of the Yarlung Zangbo
river, the “second significant

Pelosi says Capitol probe willgo -

passageway” to Medog coun-
ty that borders Arunachal.

The Lhasa-Nyingchi rail is
one section of the Sichuan-
Tibet railway line connecting
the two provincial capitals, a
strategic project described
by the Chinese leader as “a
major step in safeguarding
national unity and a signifi-
cant move in promoting eco-
nomic and social develop-
ment of the western region.”
This will be the second rail-
way line connecting Tibet to
the hinterland, following the
already open Qinghai-Tibet
rail.

The first section of the
new line, from Chengdu, the
provincial capital of Sichuan,
to Yaan, was finished in De-
cember 2018, while work on
the 1,011 km Yaan-Nyingchi
line will compete the entire
railway line by 2030. Zhu
Weiqun, a senior Party offi-
cial formerly in charge of Ti-
bet policy, was quoted as say-
ing by state media the
railway will help "transport
advanced equipment and
technologies from the rest of
China to Tibet and bring lo-
cal products out”. “If a sce-
nario of a crisis happens at
the border,” he said, "the rail-
way can act as a 'fast track’'
for the delivery of strategic
materials.”

For peace deal, Taliban say
Afghan President must go

‘Will lay down arms when govt. acceptable to all is formed’

ASSOCIATED PRESS
ISLAMABAD

The Taliban on Friday said
they don’t want to monopol-
ise power, but insisted there
won’t be peace in Afghanis-
tan until there is a new nego-
tiated government in Kabul
and President Ashraf Ghani
is removed.

In an interview with the
Associated Press, Taliban
spokesman, Suhail Shaheen,
also a member of the group’s
negotiating team, laid out
the insurgents’ stance on
what should come next in a
country on the precipice.

The Taliban have cap-
tured territory in recent
weeks, seized border cross-
ings and are threatening a
number of provincial capi-
tals, as U.S. and NATO sol-
diers leave Afghanistan. This
week, the top U.S. military
officer, General Mark Milley,
said that the Taliban have
“strategic momentum,” and
he did not rule out a com-
plete Taliban takeover. But
he said it is not inevitable. “I
don’t think the end game is
yet written,” he said.

Afghans who can afford it
are applying by the thou-
sands for visas to leave Af-

on despite GOP’s boycott plans

Republican leader slams her for rejection of 2 party nominees

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON
Unfazed by Republican
threats of a boycott, House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi de-
clared that a congressional
committee investigating the
January 6 Capitol insurrec-
tion will take on its “deadly
serious” work whether Re-
publicans participate or not.
The Republicans’ House
leader, Kevin McCarthy,
called the committee a
“sham process” and suggest-

ed that GOP lawmakers who
take part could face conse-
quences. Mr. McCarthy said
Ms. Pelosi’s rejection of two
of the Republicans he had at-
tempted to appoint was an
“egregious abuse of power.”

The escalating tension
between the two parties is
emblematic of the partisan
anger that has only wor-
sened since former Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s sup-
porters laid siege to the
Capitol. With most Republi-

cans still loyal to Mr. Trump,
and many downplaying the
severity of the violent at-
tack, there is little bipartisan
unity to be found.

Mr. McCarthy said on
Wednesday that he would
withdraw the names of all
five Republicans he had ap-
pointed after Ms. Pelosi re-
jected two of them. Ms. Pelo-
si made clear that she won’t
relent, and Democrats
mulled filling the empty
seats themselves.

Ashraf Ghani

ghanistan, fearing a violent
descent into chaos. The U.S.-
NATO withdrawal is more
than 95% complete.

Shaheen said the Taliban
will lay down their weapons
when a negotiated govern-
ment acceptable to all sides
in the conflict is installed in
Kabul and Mr. Ghani’s go-
vernment is gone.

“I want to make it clear
that we do not believe in the
monopoly of power because
any governments who
(sought) to monopolise pow-
er in Afghanistan in the past,
were not successful govern-
ments,” said Shaheen, appa-
rently including the Tali-
ban’s own five-year rule in
that assessment.

“So we do not want to re-

'Taliban claim of control of
over 90% of border a lie’
KABUL

The Taliban's claim to hold
90% of Afghanistan's borders
is an "absolute lie", the
Defence Ministry said on
Friday, insisting government
forces were in control of the
country's frontiers. "It is
baseless propaganda,” deputy
spokesman of the Ministry of
Defence Fawad Aman said. ar

peat that same formula.”

But he was also uncom-
promising on the continued
rule of Mr. Ghani, calling
him a war monger and ac-
cusing him of using his Tues-
day speech on the Islamic
holy day of Id-al-Adha to
promise an offensive against
the Taliban. Shaheen dismis-
sed Mr. Ghani’s right to gov-
ern, resurrecting allegations
of widespread fraud that sur-
rounded Mr. Ghani’s 2019
election win.

After that vote, both Mr.
Ghani and his rival Abdullah
Abdullah declared them-
selves President. After a
compromise deal, Mr. Ab-
dullah is now No. 2 in the go-
vernment and heads the re-
conciliation council.

U.S. sanctions Cuba over
crackdown on protests

More measures to come, warns Biden

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON
The U.S. imposed sanctions
on Cuba’s Defense Minister
and a special forces unit on
Thursday for repressing
peaceful protests, a step
President Joe Biden warned
is “just the beginning” of
measures against Havana.
The U.S. Treasury De-
partment said its Office of
Foreign Assets Control froze
the assets of Alvaro Lopez
Miera and the Special Na-
tional Brigade (SNB), a divi-

sion of Cuba’s Interior Mi-
nistry, in relation to human
rights abuses committed
during a crackdown on prot-
ests earlier in July. “This is
just the beginning — the U.S.
will continue to sanction in-
dividuals responsible for op-
pression of the Cuban peo-
ple,” Mr. Biden said.

The sanctions were im-
posed under the Magnitsky
act, which allows a U.S. pre-
sident to take action against
human rights abuses and
corruption.
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Tel. : (0674) 2380660, Website: wivw. o

Date of opening of Price Bid

Prequalification criteria and terms

smcl.nic.in and htts

or modify any conditions

Odisha State Medical Corporation Limited
In front of Ram Mandir, Convent Square, Unit = III,

Bhubaneswar -751 001

MNOTICE INVITING BID

Bid Reference No.: OSMCL/2021-22/COVID /27
Cnline Bids threugh e-Tender portal (https://tendersodisha.gov.in) are
Invited from eligible bidders for supply of COVID-19 Items as per the particulars

No. Particulars
Date & time of release of bid
4 Date & time of Online uld- Start Date & Time
ST 23/07/2021,3 PM
[ Date & time of online 1
3. | Technical bid opening

The bid document with all information relating to the bidding process Including

of the tender or cancel

purchase order at any stage without assigning any reason thereof

imclhic.dn, Emall; log

Date and time

23/07/2021, 2 PM

06/08/2021, 11.30 AM

To be informed to the qualified bidders
B conditions are available

J{tendersodisha.gov.in. OSMCL reserves the right to reject

the tender or cancel

OIPR 10112/11/0040/2122

osmcl.od@nic.in

End Date & Time

Asd "5 T v fEsmg

e fafics

4 CENTRAL MINE PLANNING & DESIGN INSTITUTE LIMITED

(A Subsidiary of Coal India Ltd.)
Gondwana Place, Kanke Road, Ranchi - 834031, Jharkhand, India

NOTICE

"All the tenders issued by CIL and its Subsidiaries for procurement
of Goods, Works and Services are available on websites of Coal
India Ltd. www.coalindia.in/ respective Subsidiary Company

(CMPDI, www.cmpdi.co.in),

https://coalindiatenders.nic.in and Central Public Procurement
Portal https://eprocure.gov.in. In addition, procurement is also
done through GeM portal https://gem.gov.in"

CIL e-procurement portal

06/08/2021, 11
AM

in the websites:

the issued
SD /-

Managing Director

OSMC Ltd., Odisha

KARNATAKA INDUSTRIAL AREAS DEVELOPMENT BOARD
( A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
# 49, East Wing , 4th & 5th Floor, Khanija Bhavan,
Race Course Road Bengaluru — 560 001. Phone No. 080- 22267899
website : www.kiadb.in, e-Mail: cof@kiadb.in

J RAJASTHAN MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LTD.

— (A Govt. of Rajasthan Undertaking)
Gandhi Block, Swasthya Bhawan, Tilak Marg, Jaipur - 302005, India
Phone No: 0141-2228066, 2228064 Website: www.rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in
CIN:U24232RJ2011 SGC035067 E-mail: edprmsc@nic.in

Ref. No.: F.02(330/RMSCL/PROCUREMENT/DRUG/NTB-20/2021/1266 Dated: 16.7.2021
Notice Inviting E-Bid

E-bids are invited upto 6.00 PM of 10.08.2021 for E-BID FOR RATE
CONTRACT CUM SUPPLY AND EMPANELMENT OF DRUGS AND
MEDICINES. Details of NIB may be seen in the Bidding Documents at
our office or at the website of State Public procurement Portal
http://sppp.raj.nic.in (UBN-MSC2122GLOB00054) www.dipronline.org,
http://feproc.rajasthan.gov.in. http://rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in

and may be downloaded from there.
RO.No. Samwad/C/3681/
2021-2022 dt.20/07/2021

Executive Director (Procurement)
RMSCL

No. KIADB/COF/E-Auction-01/4412/2021-22

PAPER PUBLICATION

This is to inform that Karnataka Industrial Areas Development Board
(KIADB), intends to invest its Surplus Funds in the short term deposits with
Nationalized Bank. The details of the quantum of amount and period to be
keptin shortterm deposits are as under:
1) Rs.75.00 Crores — For 31 days in Nationalized Banks.
2)Rs.75.00 Crores — For 46 days in Nationalized Banks.
3)Rs.75.00 Crores — For 61 days in Nationalized Banks.
4)Rs.75.00 Crores — For 91 days in Nationalized Banks.
The complete details of the E-Auction can be downloaded from the e-
portal of the Government of Karnataka at the below address:
https:/leproc.karnataka.gov.in
Schedule of Various Events For e-Auction is as below:

Date: 22.07.2021

13.00 Hrs.

DIPR/DDU/R.0:913/2021-22

1) Date of E-Auction can be Downloaded: 27.07.2021

2) Last Date to upload the Declaration in Annexure-B in the e-portal:
04.08.2021 on or before 15.30 Hrs.
3) Date and time of opening: 05.08.2021 after 16.00 Hrs.

4) Live Bidding: 07.08.2021,Commences at 11.00 Hrs. & Concludes at

Controller of Finance, KIADB

STAY PROTECTED FROM COVID-19, NO CARELESSNESS UNTIL THERE IS A CURE.

Sd/-

BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE

Office of the Executive Engineer, Project Division,
West Zone, Joint Commissioner (West)
Office Premises, 2nd Floor, Sampige Road,
Sheshadripuram, Bengaluru-560 020

No.: EE/P-W/TEND/12/2021-22

INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT)

Short Term Tender Notification (Two Cover System)
(Through GOK e-Procurement Portal only)
The Executive Engineer, Project Division, West Zone invites
tenders from eligible tenderers for the construction of works

detailed in the table below.

Date: 22.07.2021

S| Estimate
N : Name of the Work Amount (Rs.
o. -
in Lakhs)
Comprehensive development and
construction of Multipurpose building
1 and Public Toilet and other improvement 500.00
works at Ward No. 101 at Rajajinagar ’
Constituency Package 03. Standard Bid
Document: KW-4

Note: Paying of EMD for this work is exempted as per GOK Order
No: ©xu 675 523—12/2020, BongRT (DJW0F: 22-12-2020 d0T

31-12-20213 S3K =23)
Calendar of Events:

https://leproc.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Project Division, West Zone, BBMP

(1) Tender Documents may be
downloaded through e-portal from: 26.07.2021. (2) Date &
Time for Pre-bid Meeting: 16.08.2021 at 4:00 P.M. (3) Last
date and time for receipt of queries (through E-Portal only):
17.08.2021 upto 4:00 P.M. (4) Last Date and Time for receipt
of Tenders: 25.08.2021 upto 4:00 P.M. (5) Opening of Bids
(Technical Bid): 27.08.2021 at 4:30 P.M. (6) Opening of Bids
(Financial Bid): 30.08.2021 (If possible). Further details may
be obtained from the above office during office hours or website
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MARKET WATCH

23-07-2021 % CHANGE

Sensex 52,976 0.26
US Dollar 74.40 0.08
Gold 46,698 0.53
Brent oil 73.77 1.67
PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports 680.05.....-11.75
Asian Paints 3083.75.....-23.00
Axis Bank 755.40 8.65
Bajaj Auto 3841.90.....-11.30
Bajaj Finserv 13201.20.....136.60
Bajaj Finance 6180.90 14.65
Bharti Airtel 548.30 1.60
BPCL 461.35 0.45
Britannia Ind 3439.80 14.50
Cipla 948.00. -1.90
Coal India 144.10 -0.60
Divis Lab 4824.75......-18.50
Dr Reddys Lab 5422.15 37.65
Eicher Motors 2549.65 10.45
Grasim Ind 1549.50......-32.55
HCL Tech 994.00.......15.40
HDFC 2482.50 -7.80
HDFC Bank 1442.75 -5.95
HDFC Life 665.35 3.25
Hero MotoCorp 2835.00 -3.25
Hindalco 391.75 -1.75
Hind Unilever 2358.10......-20.05
ICICI Bank 676.65....... 20.70
IndusInd Bank 989.30. -2.85
Infosys 1590.45 0.25
Indian OilCorp 106.00. -0.70
ITC 212.40 5.40
JSW Steel 717.55 1.00
Kotak Bank 1722.95 15.75
L&T 1611.75 30.40
M&Mm 764.20 5.75
Maruti Suzuki 7293.85 -5.70
Nestle India Ltd. ... 18143.95.....149.15
NTPC 118.50 -0.70
ONGC 115.30 -0.20
PowerGrid Corp 233.00 -0.25
Reliance Ind 2105.70 15.00
SBI Life 1050.45 24.45
State Bank 428.90. 6.85
Shree Cement 27986.40.....-93.60
Sun Pharma 694.00 6.70
Tata  Consumer
Products Ltd. 775.15 10.95
Tata Motors 295.55 -7.00
Tata Steel 1281.40. 8.40
TCS 3212.85 -3.50
Tech Mahindra 1131.00.....-17.60
Titan 1700.95 -0.80
UltraTech Cement.....7490.30....... 31.30
UPL 819.70. -8.30
Wipro 599.15 14.95

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on July 23

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL
US Dollar 74.20......74.52
Euro 87.32.....87.70
British Pound 101.95.... 102.40
Japanese Yen (100)...67.18.......67.48
Chinese Yuan 11.45....11.51
Swiss Franc 80.57.......80.92
Singapore Dollar ........ 54.57 54.82
Canadian Dollar.......... 59.05.......59.31
Malaysian Ringitt 17.55 17.64
Source:Indian Bank

Zomato debuts at 66%
premium on BSE

MUMBAI

Shares of online food
delivery and restaurant
listing platform Zomato Ltd.
debuted on the BSE at 66%
premium, closing at ¥125.85.

RIL net rises 4.2% to 13,806 cr. -
as refining lifts revenue by 57%

Incremental output from KG D6 block helps double Oil & Gas business revenue

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI
Reliance Industries Ltd.
(RIL) on Friday reported
first-quarter net profit rose
4.2% to 13,806 crore, as
higher price realisation in
the oil to chemicals (02C)
business helped propel a
57% jump in overall revenue.
Revenue  surged to
%1,58,862  crore, from
%1,00,929 crore a year ear-
lier, aided by a doubling of
revenue from the Oil & Gas
business due to incremental
production from KG D6
block, and increased reve-
nues from the Jio and Retail
units, RIL said in a release.
“Our company has deli-
vered robust growth despite
facing a highly challenging
operating environment

Tweak draft
e-com rules,
says Nasscom

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Consumer consent for
sharing information, limit-
ing fallback liability to
timely refund, and aligning
some of the proposed
amendments that are cur-
rently beyond the scope of
the Consumer Protection
Act 2019 with the objective
of the Act, are some recom-
mendations that National
Association of Software
and Services Companies
(Nasscom) has made on the
draft e-commerce rules.

Its suggestions on pro-
posed changes to the Con-
sumer Protection (e-Com-
merce) Rules focus on
“strengthening consumer
protection, ensuring that
obligations are proportion-
ate to underlying risks”.

Reliance

Petrol Petrol

Employees attend a customer at the Reliance Industries
Petrol pump in Navi Mumbai on June 24, 2021. =arp

caused by the second wave
of the COVID pandemic,”
CMD Mukesh D. Ambani said
in the release. “The results...
clearly demonstrate the resi-
lience of Reliance’s diversi-
fied portfolio of businesses

that cater to large parts of
the consumption basket.”

Jio Platforms Ltd. report-
ed consolidated net profit
rose 44.9% to 3,651 crore as
services revenue increased
9.8% to 322,267 crore. The

HC upholds CCI probe
against Flipkart, Amazon

‘Can’t crush investigation at initial stage’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

E-commerce majors Ama-
zon and Flipkart on Friday
lost their legal battle in the
High Court of Karnataka, as
a division bench upheld the
Competition Commission of
India’s decision to conduct
an investigation through its
Director  General into
whether they had entered
into anti-competitive agree-
ments in violation of the
provisions of the Competi-
tion Act, 2002.

Observing that the inqui-
ry initiated by the CCI “can-
not be crushed at the initial
stage”, the court said that if
both the companies were
“not involved in violation of
any provisions of the Act of
2002 they should not feel

amazon

= o e e

shy in facing enquiry by the
CCL” The Division Bench
comprising Justice Satish
Chandra Sharma and Justice
Nataraj Rangaswamy deli-
vered the verdict while
upholding the June 11 ver-
dict of a single judge bench,
which too had upheld the
CCI’s decision. Amazon Sell-
ers Services Pvt. Ltd. and
Flipkart Internet Pvt. Ltd.
had appealed against the
single judge Bench’s order.

telecom unit’s customer
base rose to 440.6 million as
on June 30. Total data traffic
jumped 38.5% to 20.3 billion
GB during the quarter.

“Jio has posted yet anoth-
er record quarterly perfor-
mance with industry leading
operating metrics,” Mr. Am-
bani added.

COVID curbs hit retail
Stating that COVID-related
restrictions had impacted
the Retail unit’s operations
and profitability, he said RIL
remained focused on ensur-
ing supplies through a com-
bination of online-offline
channels.

“I am confident that the
retail business is poised to
create exponential value and
growth,” Mr. Ambani said.

Biocon QI net
plunges 44%
to X84 crore

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU
Biocon reported a 44% de-
cline in net profit to 84
crore for the quarter ended
June on account of losses at
an associate firm. Revenue
grew 6% to 31,808 crore.
Profit was impacted by a
share of loss in its Boston-
based associate entity Bica-
ra Therapeutics Inc., it
said. Before including loss-
es incurred by Biscara, the
firm had a net profit of 3142
crore. “Biocon has seen a
strong 41% year-on-year
growth in research servic-
es and a steady growth in
its biosimilars business, re-
porting a revenue of 758
crore, up 10% over the
same period last year” said
Kiran Mazumdar Shaw, ex-
ecutive chairperson.

RBI eases loan
restrictions for
bank directors

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has relaxed regulato-
ry restrictions on loans and
advances to bank directors
and their relatives, six
years after they were an-
nounced.

As per the revised guide-
lines, the threshold limit
for board approval for per-
sonal loans granted to di-
rectors of other banks has
been raised to %5 crore,
from %25 lakh.

However, considering
the sensitivity of the issue
and to ensure that direc-
tors continue to carry out
their functions without be-
ing influenced by extrane-
ous considerations, the
new threshold would apply
only for grant of ‘personal
loans’ and not for business
loans, banking industry of-
ficials said.

SC rejects telcos plea on
AGR ‘arithmetic errors’

Bench had cited bar on reassessment

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day dismissed pleas filed by
telecom firms including
Bharti Airtel and Vodafone-
Idea for a chance to place
grievances about “arithmet-
ical errors” in their Adjusted
Gross Revenue (AGR) dues
before the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT).

The telcos had sought an
opportunity to correct mis-
takes in the calculations.

A Special Bench of Justic-
es L. Nageswara Rao, S. Ab-
dul Nazeer and M.R. Shah
pronounced the order.

In September 2020, the
court had ordered that the
annual 10% instalments for
payment of AGR dues would
commence from April 1,
2021, up to March 31, 2031.

“If T have paid 1, only 50
paisa is reflected... in one

Tax revenues may
surpass target: ICRA

‘Will allow room to cut fuel taxes’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The government’s gross tax
collections may surpass the
budget target for this year,
as high taxes on fuels and a
‘relatively faster recovery in
international trade’ have
spurred excise and customs
duties collections to 30% of
the full-year estimate in the
first quarter itself, ratings
agency ICRA said.

Healthy inflows in the
first quarter, with overall
gross tax revenue at 25.1% of
budget estimates, indicated
there was room to reduce
cesses on petrol and diesel,
said Aditi Nayar, chief eco-
nomist at the agency.

“This would allow mone-
tary policy normalisation to
be postponed, in a bid to

continue to support eco-
nomic activity in an uncer-
tain growth environment,”
she added, stressing that lo-
wering fuel taxes will boost
consumption sentiment and
ease inflationary pressures.

Compared to the pre-CO-
VID era, tax inflows were
39% higher in the first quar-
ter at %5.6 lakh crore, des-
pite the impact of the se-
cond COVID-19 wave and
corporation tax, personal
income tax and central GST
receipts being about 21%-

22% of their full-year
estimates.
ICRA also noted that GST

compensation cess collec-
tions were 324,600 crore in
the first quarter, almost 25%
of the full-year estimate of Tt
lakh crore.

Ed
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entry, the actual payment
made is T155 crore, payment
shown in DoT is 153 crore,”
senior advocate Mukul Ro-
hatgi, for Vodafone-Idea,
had submitted.

The Bench had however
reminded the telcos about
the express bar imposed on
reassessment of AGR dues.

“The Supreme Court has
said not just once, but twice
and thrice that the amounts
cannot be recomputed,” the
Bench said at the hearing.

Adar Poonawalla

Magma is now
Poonawalla
Fincorp

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Non-banking financial
company (NBFC) Magma
Fincorp Ltd. has been re-
named Poonawalla Fin-
corp Ltd. following the ac-
quisition of controlling
stake by the Adar Poona-
walla-led Rising Sun Hold-
ings in May.

The company had in-
itiated a rebranding exer-
cise, the NBFC said.

AFI clears Sreeshankar and Irfan for Tokyo

Nod comes with rider: coaches could face action if the two athletes fail to produce worthwhile performances

TV PICKS

TNPL 2021: Star Sports 2
(SD & HD), 3.30 p.m. & 7.30

p.m.
Tokyo 2020: Sony Ten 2, 3 &
Sony Six (SD & HD), 5.30 a.m.
(Sunday).

IN BRIEF

Rough opening for Aditi
in record 18th Major
EVIAN-LES-BAINS (FRANCE)

Indian golfer Aditi Ashok's
campaign at the Amundi
Evian Championship, her
record 18th Major, was off to
a sluggish start as she shot
4-over 75 in the opening
round. Thailand's Pajaree
Anannarukarn shared the
lead with American Yealimi
Noh on a 65. e1i

Mayank, Ishi win titles
GURUGRAM

Top seed Mayank Sharma and
unseeded Ishi Maheshwari
won the boys and girls titles
respectively in the AITA
Championship series under-16
tennis tournament at the

Gyaananda School Sportshub
Academy on Friday.

The results (finals):

Boys: Mayank Sharma bt
Anahat Mudgil 6-2, 6-4; Girls:
Ishi Maheshwari bt Aditi
Rawat 1-6, 6-2, [10-4].

'&_.._

Benzema tests positive,
delays start with Real
MADRID

Karim Benzema has tested
positive for COVID-19 ahead
of pre-season training. Real
Madrid, in a statement on
Friday, did not elaborate on
the France forward's
condition. Benzema, who was
expected to return to Madrid
on Friday, will stay in Lyon
while infected. ap

CM
K

OLYMPIC GAMES

STAN RAYAN
KOCHI

The Athletics Federation of
India has cleared long jum-
per M. Sreeshankar and race
walker K.T. Irfan for the
Olympics after their coaches
submitted written assurance
their athletes would produce
at least their qualification
performance in Tokyo.

The AFI conducted “fit-
ness trials” for the two ath-
letes in Bengaluru recently
and made it clear that it was
not happy with their form.

Sreeshankar, who quali-
fied for Tokyo after breaking
his own National record with
an 8.26m jump in the Feder-
ation Cup in March, had
jumped 7.48m in his trials a
couple of days ago.

“But there was no official-
ly-set target for the trials,
that was the problem, that
was the only reason they
managed to slip out. The se-

lection committee said we
should have informed them
in writing earlier what they
should jump or what the tar-
get was,” Adille Sumariwalla
told The Hindu on Friday
evening.

“The coaches (Sreeshan-
kar's dad S. Murali and walks'
Alexander Artsybashev) said
it was one bad day (at the
trials) and that they would
reproduce the qualification
standard.

“We asked them whether
they were ready to take the
responsibility. They said yes
and we asked them to give it
in writing. Action will be ta-
ken against the coaches if
they don't,” Sumariwalla
said.

Warning

That could also be a warning
to all the coaches in the
team. Sreeshankar was part
of the first athletics batch, a
28-member group that in-
cluded 18 athletes, that left
for Tokyo on Friday evening.

Windies-Australia second
ODI postponed

CRICKET

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BRIDGETOWN

A positive COVID-19 test on
Thursday resulted in the
last-minute postponement
of the scheduled second
One-Day International bet-
ween the West Indies and
Australia at Kensington
Oval, officials announced.
“The second ODI bet-
ween West Indies and Aus-
tralia has been postponed
due a positive Covid-19 test
result from a non-playing
member of the West Indies
team,” said a Cricket West

»

Indies statement.

“This decision was taken
after the toss at Kensington
Oval once the result was
known due to the Covid-19
protocols. All members of
both teams and match offi-
cials will be retested today.
A decision on when the
match will replayed will be
made at a later date once the
test results are known,” the
statement added.

Thursday’s  postpone-
ment not only jeopardises
the remaining two ODIs of
this tour but also Australia’s
tour of Bangladesh which
was only confirmed on
Thursday.

Time to raise the bar: M. Sreeshankar will have to do a lot
better than his effort at the recent trials. =riLe PHOTO

v

Point to prove: K.T. Irfan has the wherewithal to justify his
selection for Tokyo, his coach believes. =FiLe pHoTO

Madhevere inspires Zimbabwe
to series-levelling victory

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
HARARE

Opener Wessley Madhevere
top-scored with 73 as Zim-
babwe beat Bangladesh by
23 runs on Friday to keep
alive hopes of winning a
three-match Twenty20 se-
ries against Bangladesh in
Harare.

Zimbabwe made 166 for
six before bowling Bangla-
desh out for 143 with one
ball remaining.

Madhevere hit three sixes
and five fours off 57 balls be-
fore being caught at extra
cover by Afif Hossain after
skying a delivery from left-
arm medium fast bowler

Shoriful Islam.

Ryan Burl, who came in at
number six, was the best of
the other Zimbabwe bat-
sman with an undefeated
34, including two sixes and
two fours, while Dion Myers
made 26.

Shoriful was the most suc-
cessful of the Bangladesh
bowlers, also capturing the
wicket of Luke Jongwe for
two to finish with three for
33.

Struggle
Bangladesh openers never
got on top of the Zimbabwe
bowling.

Naim and Sarkar were

back in the pavilion with just
17 on the board, both dismis-
sed by Blessing Muzarabani
who finished with two for 21
from his four overs.

Wellington Masakadza,
who took three for 20, also
got in amongst the Bangla-
desh batsmen, removing
Shakib al Hasan, captain
Mahmudullah Riyad and Ma-
hedi in quick succession.

The scores: Zimbabwe 166/6
in 20 overs (Wessley Madhevere
73, Ryan Burl, 34 n.o., Dion
Myers 26; Shoriful Islam 3/33)
bt Bangladesh 143 in 19.5 overs
(Afif Hossain 24; Luke Jongwe
3/31, Wellington Masakadza 3/
20). Toss: Zimbabwe.

Ramkumar to
face Prajnesh

SPORTS BUREAU
CARY (USA)

Eighth seed Ramkumar Ra-
manathan fought his way
past qualifier Alexis Galar-
neau of Canada 7-6(4), 4-6,
6-4 to set up a quarterfinal
against Prajnesh Gunnes-
waran in the $52,080 Chal-
lenger tennis here.

The results: €44,820
Challenger, Pozoblanco,
Spain: Doubles: Semifinals:
Igor Sijsling & Tim Van Rijtho-
ven (Ned) w.o. Teymuraz Ga-
bashvili (Rus) & Arjun Kadhe;
Quarterfinals: Gabashvili &
Kadhe w.o. Benjamin Bonzi &
Mathias Bourgue (Fra).

$52,080 Challenger, Cary,
US: Pre-quarterfinals: Ram-
kumar Ramanathan bt Alexis
Galarneau (Can) 7-6(4), 4-6,
6-4; Prajnesh Gunneswaran
bt Sam Riffice (US) 6-2, 6-4.

$15,000 ITF women, Cai-
ro: Doubles: Semifinals: Clau-
dia Hoste Ferrer & Leyre Rom-
ero Gormaz (Esp) bt Anastasia
Sukhotina (Rus) & Ashmitha
Easwaramurthi 6-0, 6-2;
Quarterfinals: Sukhotina &
Ashmitha bt Ana Lantigua De
La Nuez (Esp) & Clara Vlasse-
laer (Bel) 7-6(1), 6-3.

David Miller helps
South Africa seal series

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BELFAST

David Miller’s unbeaten fifty
paved the way for South
Africa's 42-run win over Ire-
land in the second Twen-
ty20 International at Stor-
mont on Thursday as the
Proteas took an unassailable
2-0 lead in the three-match
series.

South Africa was strug-
gling at none for two after
both captain Temba Bavu-
ma amd Janneman Malan
were dismissed without
scoring by off-spinner Paul
Stirling. But Miller’s 75 not
out off 44 balls helped take
South Africa to a total of 159

»

for seven.

A target of 160 was within
Ireland's reach but it lost
wickets steadily, with Bjorn
Fortuin and Tabraiz Shamsi
taking three apiece. Shane
Getkate and George Dock-
rell were the only Ireland
batsmen to reach 20, with
the hosts bowled out for 117
with three balls left.

The scores: South Africa
159/7 in 20 overs (Quinton de
Kock 27, David Miller 75 n.o.,
Wiaan Mulder 36) bt Ireland
117 in 19.3 overs (Bjorn Fortuin
3/16, Tabriz Shamsi 3/14).
Toss: SA; MoM: Miller; South
Africa won match by 42 runs
and leads three-match series
2-0.

A ND-NDE
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Pandemic-hit Tokyo Olympics oft to a muted, subdued start

Opening ceremony features athletes training on a treadmill in the dark, depicting how they prepared; Osaka lights cauldron; Emperor declares Games open

.F
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SHYAM VASUDEVAN

TOKYO

“It’s finally happening! We
did not know until last week
if this would be possible,”
beams a volunteer as the five
gigantic wooden Olympic
rings make their way into a
near-empty Olympic Stadi-
um on Friday.

The volunteer is ecstatic to
see the Games, postponed by
a year due to the coronavirus
pandemic, get underway,
while hundreds of locals
gather outside the stadium to
protest the holding of the
Games.

Such is the contrast, such
are the two parallels in Japan
— where some see the Games
as an opportunity to show
the world that Japan can host
the Games even in such test-
ing conditions, others prot-
est the very decision. In fact,

Proud moment: Manpreet and Mary Kom lead the Indian contingent during the Opening Ceremony on Friday. Osaka had the honour of lighting the cauldron while 10C president Bach is seen with Japanese Emperor Naruhito. =pi

such is their antipathy to the
Games that a 53-year-old wo-
man named Kayoko Taka-
hashi tried to douse the
Olympic torch last week.

She reportedly screamed
“No Olympics. Stop the
Games,” and tried to squirt
water with a watergun dur-
ing the torch relay before be-

ing arrested. Back at the
Olympic Stadium, the open-
ing ceremony was a rather
subdued and muted affair as
the stands sat empty.

The 205 contingents
walked out gleefully, waved
their flags with gusto, to be
greeted by the officials, jour-
nalists and volunteers.

Deepika ninth in ranking round

Indian men produce a below-par performance

ARCHERY

Y.B. SARANGI

orld No. 1 Deepika Ku-

marilogged 663 points
to finish ninth in the indivi-
dual women’s category
while Indian men archers
gave a below-par perfor-
mance in the ranking round
of the archery competitions
on the opening day of the
Tokyo Olympics on Friday.

Pravin Jadhav, Atanu Das,
and Tarundeep Rai scored
656, 653, and 652 respective-
ly out of a maximum 720 to
take 31st, 35th and 37th slots
respectively on the men’s
ranking list.

Koreans Je Deok Kim
(688) and Jinheyk Oh (681)
were placed first and third
with USA’s Brady Ellison se-
cond at 682.

Deepika, who will face
Bhutan’s Karma in the first
elimination round, could

TOKYO TITBITS

Biles first athlete to

get a Twitter emoji

TOKYO

Four-time Olympic champion
Simone Biles has become the
first Olympic athlete to have
her own customised hashtag
emoji on Twitter. ani

Israeli athletes killed at
Munich remembered
Israeli Olympic team
members killed by Palestinian
gunmen at the 1972 Munich
Olympics were remembered
during the Tokyo Olympics
opening ceremony with a
moment of silence. reuters

Tough task ahead: Deepika Kumariis likely to runinto the
top-ranked Korean An San in the quarterfinals. =reuters

run into South Korea’s top-
ranked Olympic-record hol-
der An San in the quarterfi-
nals. An set an Olympic re-
cord with 680 points.
Pravin will face Russian
Galsan Bazarhapov, Atanu
will meet Yu-Cheng Deng of
Chinese Taipei and Tarun-
deep will take on Oleksii
Hunbin of Ukraine in the
opening elimination round.
The Indian men’s team,
which managed the ninth

spot with 1961 points, way
behind top-ranked Korea

(2049), will square off
against Kazakhstan on
Monday.

Pravin and Deepika, tak-
ing part in the mixed team
event, were lying ninth with
1319 points while Korea
topped with 1368. Deepika
and Pravin will take on Chi-
nese Taipei’s Chia-En Lin
and Chih-Chun in the round
of 16.

In keeping with the times
we live in, the ceremony fea-
tured a segment with a per-
former running on a tread-
mill and surrounded by
darkness — depicting how
athletes had to train in isola-
tion during the pandemic.

The opening ceremony al-
so had a strong Manga (Japa-

Archery: Mixed team
Cycling: Men's road race

nese comics and graphic no-
vels) flavour as all the text on
the placards was inspired by
the speech bubbles featured
in comics.

Nineteen Indian athletes
took part in the ceremony
and were marshalled by 2012
London Olympics bronze-
medallist Mary Kom and the

SATURDAY’S MEDAL EVENTS

Fencing: Men's sabre, women's epee

Judo: Men's 60kg, women's 48kg

Shooting: Men's 10m air pistol, women's 10m air rifle
Taekwondo: Men's 58kg, women's 49kg

Weightlifting: Women's 49kg

INDIANS IN ACTION TODAY

Archery: Mixed team: Deepika Kumari & Pravin Jadhav vs Chia-En
Lin & Chih-Chun Tang (Tpe), 1/8 eliminations, 6 a.m.; quarterfi-
nals, 10.45 a.m.; semifinals, noon; bronze medal match, 12.55

p.m.; gold medal match, 1.15 p.m.

Badminton: Group stage: Men's doubles: Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
& Chirag Shetty vs Lee Yang & Wang Chi-Lin (Tpe), 8.50 a.m.;
Men's singles: B. Sai Praneeth vs Misha Zilberman (lsr), 9.30 a.m.
Boxing: Men's welterweight (round of 32): Vikas Krishan vs Se-
wonrets Quincy Mensah Okazawa (Jpn), 3.50 p.m.

Hockey: Men (Pool A): vs New Zealand, 6.30 a.m.; Women (Pool

A): vs Netherlands, 5.15 p.m.

Judo: Women's 48kg (7.30 a.m. onwards): Shushila Likmabam.
Rowing: Men's lightweight double sculls (Heat 2): Arjun Jat and

Arvind Singh, 7.30 a.m.

Shooting: Women's 10m air rifle: Apurvi Chandela, Elavenil Vala-
rivan, Qualification, 5 a.m.; Final, 715 a.m.; Men's 10m air pistol:
Abhishek Verma, Saurabh Chaudhary, Qualification, 9.30 a.m.; Fi-

nal, noon.

Table tennis: Mixed doubles (round of 16): Sharath Kamal & Ma-
nika Batra vs Lin Yun-ju & Cheng I-Ching (Tpe), 8.30 a.m. Wo-
men's singles (first round): Manika Batra vs Tin-Tin Ho (GBR),
12.15 p.m.; Sutirtha Mukherjee vs Linda Bergstrom (Swe), 1 p.m.

Tennis: Men's singles (first round, from 7.30 a.m.): Sumit Nagal

vs. Denis Istomin (Uzb).

Weightlifting: Women's 49kg: Mirabai Chanu, 10.20 a.m.

China’s domination set to continue

TABLE TENNIS

AMOL KARHADKAR

he Chinese juggernaut in

table tennis is all set to
roll on in Tokyo. On the first
day of the tournament on Sa-
turday, however, not many
Chinese will be in action.

Top seeds Xu Xin and Liu
Shiwen will start the pro-
ceedings in the mixed dou-
bles pre-quarterfinals, a ca-
tegory introduced in Tokyo.

Besides the Chinese pair,
Japan’s veteran Jun Mizutani
and Ito Mima will be hoping
to get off the blocks quickly
against Stefan Fegrel and So-
fia Polcanova of Australia
and make it to the quarterfi-
nals.

Nikhil Kumar, who has
joined Kanak Jha of Indian
origin from the United States
of America as the second

Sutirtha with coach
Soumyadeep Roy.
= TWITTER/SAIMEDIA

paddler, will open his cam-
paign against Mongolia’s
Lkhagvasuren Enkhbat.

Men’s and women’s first
round and intense action in
mixed doubles will be thrill-
ing to witness.

Three of the four Indians
will start their campaigns on
Saturday. The mixed dou-
bles pair of A. Sharath Kamal

and Manika Batra, seeded
12th, will start against the
third-seeded pair of Lin Yun
Juand Cheng I Ching.

Acid test
The match will be an acid
test for India’s 2018 Asian
Games bronze medal-win-
ning pair.

Manika and Sutirtha Muk-
herjee will also be seen in ac-
tion in women’s singles.
While Manika will be up
against Ho Tin-Tin of Great
Britain, Sutirtha will hope to
repeat her recent exploits
against Sweden’s Linda
Bergstrom.

Manika holds a 2-0 advan-
tage in head-to-head match-
es. Sutirtha, meanwhile, en-
joys the advantage of
winning the last of the two
matches against Bergstrom,
at the World Tour event in
Hungary last year.

All times IST

Indian men’s hockey team
captain Manpreet Singh.

A 114-member Indian con-
tingent had marched at the
2016 opening ceremony,
which was held in front of a
capacity crowd of 78,000 pe-
ople at Rio’s Maracana stadi-
um, while 81 Indians
marched on at the 2012

Games. But such is the world
we are now in — masks and
social distancing are the
need of the hour and the
razzmatazz of an opening ce-
remony at Tokyo’s $1.45 bil-
lion stadium is curtailed by
the sight of thousands of
empty seats.

Japanese tennis star Nao-

mi Osaka lit the cauldron.
She lifted the Olympic torch
to the gleaming cauldron,
which had unfurled at the
top of a ramp representing
Mount Fuji.

Japan's Emperor Naruhito
officially opened the Games.
“I declare open the Games of
Tokyo,” said the monarch.

‘Mirabai ready for lift oft

Coach Vijay confident of a podium finish

WEIGHTLIFTING

SHYAM VASUDEVAN

TOKYO

Mirabai Chanu is all set to lift
an Olympic barbell stacked
with weights of different
kinds in her weightlifting
medal event on Saturday.
Besides the hundreds of ki-
lograms of steel, the weight
of a billion expectations also
lie on her shoulders.

The Manipuri weightlifter
is among India’s strongest
medal contenders in a de-
pleted field in the women’s
49kg category.

Mirabai’s coach Vijay
Sharma expects her to be en-
gaged in a three-way battle
with China’s Hou Zhihui, the
current world record holder,
and USA’s World Cup winner
Jourdan Elizabeth Delacruz.
Indonesia’s Asia Windy Can-
tika, who beat Mirabai to the
silver at the Asian Cham-
pionships, could also pose a

Golden opportunity: Mirabai will hope to make the most of a
depleted field in the 49kg category. =TwITTER/@MIRABAI.CHANU

threat. Vijay, however, felt
that Mirabai is certain to seal
a place on the podium. “Her
preparations have been go-
ing on really well. Our train-
ing camp in the USA was the
key to help her maintain her
peak. We’re very confident
of returning with a medal,
but the colour of the medal
will depend on how she per-

forms on Saturday,” said Vi-
jay here on Friday.

He added that her stupen-
dous show at the Asian
Championships in May has
put her in good stead for the
Olympics. Mirabai set a new
clean and jerk world record
of 119kg and also set a new
personal best with a com-
bined total of 205kg.

Apurvi, Elavenil poised to excel in air rifle

Saurabh, Abhishek have the calibre to deliver big in men’s air pistol event

SHOOTING

KAMESH SRINIVASAN

golden start in shooting

will be the best way for-
ward for the Indian contin-
gent in Tokyo. The onus will
be on two of the best women
air rifle shooters Apurvi
Chandela and Elavenil Vala-
rivan, who have dominated
the event and taken turns to
be World No. 1.

After the breakthrough of
Anjali Bhagwat and Suma
Shirur, making the Olympic
finals in the event in Sydney
2000 and Athens 2004, In-
dia has never had it this
bright.

Apurvi had won two
World Cup gold medals in
2019 before the pandemic
and shot a world record

Fernando, Rajapaksa guide Lanka to consolation win

Shaw, Samson come good before India loses the plot as Akila Dananjaya and Jayawickrama strike

INDIA IN LANKA

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
COLOMBO

Avishka Fernando and Bha-
nuka Rajapaksa hit half-cen-
turies as Sri Lanka beat India
by three wickets for a conso-
lation win in the rain-hit
third ODI here on Friday.

Century stand

Chasing 226 for victory in the
reduced 47-overs-a-side con-
test, Sri Lanka rode on a 109-
run second-wicket stand bet-
ween Fernando (76) and Ra-
japaksa (65) to achieve the
target with 48 balls to spare

CcM
K

in Colombo. India won the
three-match series 2-1.

Debutant leg-spinner Ra-
hul Chahar returned figures
of 3/54 to put Sri Lanka in
trouble before Ramesh Men-
dis steered the team home
with an unbeaten 15.

Earlier spinners Akila Da-
nanjaya and debutant Pra-
veen Jayawickrama took
three wickets each to help
bowl out India for 225 in 43.1
overs.

Jayawickrama, a left-arm
spinner who returned figures
of 3/59 on his ODI debut,
combined with Dananjaya to
trigger a middle-order col-

»

lapse as India slipped from
179/4 to 195/8.

India elected to bat and
started strongly, only to lose
its way after a 100-minute
rain delay.

The visitors were 147/3
when rain stopped play.

Earlier skipper Shikhar
Dhawan was out early,
caught behind off Dushman-
tha Chameera for 13, but fel-
low-opener Prithvi Shaw and
Sanju Samson took the attack
to the opposition bowlers.

Shaw made a run-a-ball
49, and Samson, hit 46 off 46
balls, put on 74 for the se-
cond wicket.

Setting it up: Fernando laid the foundation for the chase. =arp

L [J

Best bets: Apurvi Chandela and Elavenil Valarivan carry

India's expectations. =pi

252.9 in the Delhi final. That
record still stands against
her name. Incidentally, it is
better than the men’s world
record. The 28-year-old
Apurvi, competing in her se-
cond Olympics after Rio, has
the experience. A recent dip

India: Prithvi Shaw lbw b
Shanaka 49 (49b, 8x4), Shikhar
Dhawan ¢ Minod b Chameera 13
(11b, 3x4), Sanju Samson c
Avishka b Jayawickrama 46
(46b, 5x4, 1x6), Manish Pandey
¢ Minod b Jayawickrama 11
(19b), Suryakumar Yadav lbw b
Akila 40 (37b, 7x4), Hardik
Pandya lbw b Jayawickrama 19
(17b, 3x4), Nitish Rana ¢ Minod
b Akila 7 (14b), K. Gowtham lbw
b Akila 2 (3b), Rahul Chahar ¢ &
b Karunaratne 13 (25b),
Navdeep Saini c¢ Avishka b
Chameera 15 (37b), Chetan
Sakariya (not out) O (7b); Extras
(lb-1, w-9): 10; Total (in 43.1
overs): 225.

Fall of wickets: 1-28 (Dhawan,
2.3 overs), 2-102 (Shaw, 15.5),
3-118 (Samson, 18.4), 4-157
(Pandey, 24.5), 5-179 (Hardik,
28.3), 6-190 (Suryakumar,

in her score has only helped
Apurvi focus a lot more. The
2l-year-old Elavenil, a prodi-
gy trained by Olympic me-
dallist Gagan Narang, will be
happy to prove her class.
From being the World
Championship junior silver

30.6), 7-194 (Gowtham, 32.3),
8-195 (Rana, 32.5), 9-224
(Rahul Chahar, 42.4).

Sri Lanka bowling: Chameera
8.1-0-55-2, Akila 10-0-44-3,
Karunaratne 6-0-25-1, Jay-
awickrama 10-0-59-3, Shanaka
8-0-33-1, Mendis 1-0-8-0.

Sri Lanka: Avishka Fernando c
Shaw b Rahul Chahar 76 (98b,
4x4, 1x6), Minod Bhanuka c
Sakariya b Gowtham 7 (717b,
1x4), Bhanuka Rajapaksa c¢
Gowtham b Sakariya 65 (56b,
12x4), Dhananjaya de Silvac & b
Sakariya 2 (9b), Charith As-
alanka lbw b Hardik 24 (28b,
3x4), Dasun Shanaka c Pandey b
Rahul Chahar O (7b), Ramesh
Mendis (not out) 15 (718b, 1x4),
Chamika Karunaratne st. Sam-
son b Rahul Chahar 3 (70b),
Akila Dananjaya (not out) 5 (2b,
1x4); Extras (b-4, lb-6, w-15,

»

medallist in 2018, Elavenil
has come a long way, win-
ning the World Cup gold in
Rio and the World Cup Final
gold in Putian China, in 2019.

The 20-year-old Mary Ca-
rolyn Tucker of the US and
the 19-year-old Eszter Mesza-
ros of Hungary will be the
ones to follow.

In men’s air pistol, India
has Saurabh Chaudhary and
Abhishek Verma, who have
also taken turns to be World
No. 1in the event.

Both have taken quick
steps to reach the top of the
world, starting with their
maiden international expo-
sure in the Asian Games in
Palembang in 2018.

Saurabh won the gold and
Abhishek a bronze in the
Asian Games, in a world-
class field.

SCOREBOARD

nb-5): 30; Total (for seven
wkts. in 39 overs): 227.

Fall of wickets: 1-35 (Minod,
5.3), 2-144 (Rajapaksa, 22.6), 3-
151 (de Silva, 24.6), 4-194 (As-
alanka, 31.6), 5-195 (Shanaka,
32.4), 6-214 (Avishka, 36.2), 7-
220 (Karunaratne, 38.4).

India bowling: Saini 5-0-27-0,
Sakariya  8-0-34-2, Rahul
Chahar 10-0-54-3, Gowtham 8-
0-49-1, Hardik 5-0-43-1, Rana
3-0-10-0.

Toss: India.
Man-of-the-Match:
Fernando.
Man-of-the-series: Suryakumar
Yadav.

Sri Lanka won by three wick-
ets with eight overs to spare, In-
dia clinched series 2-1.

First T20I: July 25, Colombo, 8
p.m. IST.

Avishka
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Some nations march with one flag-bearer

The I0C has pledged to work towards gender equality at the Games

TOKYO OLYMPICS

REUTERS
TOKYO

A few countries stood out at
the opening ceremony on
Friday for having only either
a man or a woman bearing
the flag, as the International
Olympic Committee (IOC)
encouraged both male and
female flag-bearers.

Ethiopian male swimmer
Abdelmalik Muktar and Taji-
kistani male judoka Temur
Rakhimov waved the flags of
their respective countries,
despite having a mixed
delegation.

Congo, on the other hand,
had only female sprinter Na-
tacha Ngoye Akamabi repre-
sent its mixed team.

I0C’s statement

In February, the IOC issued a
statement asking participant
countries to select both a
male and female flag-bearer
where possible for the first
time ever.

Other countries that only
had a male flag-bearer, such
as the United Arab Emirates,
had a male only delegation.

Delegations of countries
known for conservative gen-
der values complied with the

Not obliging: Ethiopia was one of the countries that did not have a female athlete also holding the nation's flag
at the opening ceremony =GETTY IMAGES

I0C request, as male rower
Husein Alireza and female
judoka Tahani Algahtani
both smiled and waved as
they held up the Saudi Ara-
bian flag.

View from Tokyo: Shuttler Chirag Shetty will hope some of
tennis ace Novak Djokovic's magic rubs off on him, Sumit
Nagal goes through the paces, fencer S. Bhavani Devi
discusses with her coach while boxer Simranjit Kaur soaks in
the Olympic atmosphere. = TwiTTER/SAIMEDIA

The I0C pledged to work
towards gender equality af-
ter previous Tokyo 2020 Or-
ganising Committee Presi-
dent Yoshiro Mori was
criticised for making sexist

remarks about women in Fe-
bruary.

Mori eventually stepped
down from his role.

The opening ceremony
was mired in scandal in the

lead-up to the Games.

A composer and creative
director involved in the cere-
mony both stepped down
from their roles days before
the start.

Localised: Ireland came in as the fourth team into the stadium because of using the local

alphabet to determine the sequence of the nations =ceTTv imaces

REUTERS
TOKYO

Global viewers of Friday’s
opening ceremony for the
Tokyo Olympics may have
been confused at the order
of the national parade,
where Andorra was followed
by Yemen. Look no further
than  Japan’s unique
alphabet.

Unlike previous Olympics
held in Japan, where ath-
letes marched into the stadi-
um in the English order of
their names, Tokyo 2020 fol-
lowed Japan’s  writing
system.

“After Italy, Israel, Iraq,
India, Indonesia I thought
there was a system but that

was followed by Uruguay,
Ukraine, Uzbekistan and ov-
erall it seems random,” one
perplexed viewer wrote on
Twitter.

“Can anyone explain why
Ireland got to go 4th in the
Parade of Nations? So in-
trigued as to the running or-
der of team entering the sta-
dium,” tweeted another.

Blame Japan’s writing sys-
tem, a bane for learners
both native and foreign.

Complicated

In addition to two alphabets
— strictly speaking, syllabar-
ies — comprised of 46 cha-
racters each to write the
modern language’s sounds

Olympic cauldron to be powered by hydrogen

Unlike propane, hydrogen does not produce carbon dioxide when combusted

ASSOCIATED PRESS
TOKYO

Inspired by the sun, the To-
kyo Olympic cauldron is de-
signed to be better for the
planet.

The flame at Tokyo’s Na-
tional Stadium and another
cauldron burning along the
waterfront near Tokyo Bay
throughout the Games will
be sustained in part by hy-
drogen, the first time the fuel
source will be used to power
an Olympic fire.

Previous flames have
usually run on propane, alth-
ough magnesium, gunpowd-
er, resin and olive oil have al-
so been used since the first
modern cauldron was lit for
the Amsterdam Games in
1928. The torch relay was in-
troduced eight years later for
Berlin.

Unlike propane, hydrogen
does not produce carbon
dioxide when combusted.
The Tokyo cauldron is
fuelled by hydrogen pro-
duced by a factory in the Fu-
kushima prefecture that runs
on renewable energy. Pro-
pane and hydrogen were
both used during the torch
relay.

Organisers for the London
Games in 2012 touted plans
for a low-carbon torch but
couldn’t get the design right
in time. They instead used a
mix of propane and butane.

Smaller size
Brazilian officials commis-
sioned a smaller cauldron for
Rio in 2016 to reduce the
amount of fuel needed.

The Tokyo cauldron was
designed by Canadian archi-

tect Oki Sato. His sun-in-
spired orb unfolds like petals
from a flower, which organis-
ers say “embody vitality and
hope.”

The first torch for these
games was lit in Olympia,
Greece, 16 months ago, but
the relay was suspended for
much of 2020 due to the
pandemic.

Officials put the torch on
display at prefectures affect-
ed by the earthquake and
tsunami that ravaged the re-
gion in 2011 until the relay
was officially restarted in Fu-
kushima on March 25, 2021.

Some stages of the relay
were pulled off roads this
month due to fears about
spreading the coronavirus
before the flame made its
way to the National Stadium
in Tokyo’s Shinjuku City.

Tannu and Priya become
cadet World champions

WRESTLING

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BUDAPEST (HUNGARY)

Young wrestlers Tannu and
Priya became the latest
world champions as India's
spectacular run continued at
the Cadet World Champion-
ship, here on Thursday.
Tannu did not concede a
single point en route the
43kg title, winning three of
her four bouts by fall, includ-

ing the final against Belarus'
Valeryia Mikitsich.

Priya grabbed the 73kg tit-
le with a 5-0 win over Bela-
rus' Kseniya Patapovich.

Aman Gulia (48kg) and Sa-
gar Jaglan (80kg) took titles
in men's freestyle competi-
tion to propel India to the
Team championship title for
the first time in the history.

Another Indian, Varsha
won the bronze medal in the
65kg category with a victory
by fall against Turkey’s Duy-

gu Gen.

India finished on top with
147 points, ahead of USA
(143) and Russia (140).

On Saturday, Komal will
also be in contention for
world title as she reached
the 46kg final after beating
Belarus’ Sviatlana Katenka
by technical superiority. She
will take on Azerbaijan's Ru-
zanna Mammadova.

Nitika (61kg) and Harshita
(69kg) though lost their sem-
ifinal bouts.

phonetically, written Japa-
nese also uses imported Chi-
nese characters, about
2,000 of which are taught
through junior high school
and are required for basic
reading of newspapers and
official documents.

The order follows Japa-
nese pronunciation syllable
by syllable: a, i, u, e, o, ka,
ki, ku, ke, ko and so on
through the list of conso-
nants paired with the five
vowels.

Moreover, countries were
listed by their Japanese pro-
nunciation. For example, Ye-
men — “lemen” in Japanese
— comes near the front, not
the back.

Renewable energy: The cauldron will be sustained in part by hydrogen, the first time the fuel
source will be used to power an Olympic flame. =GeTTY IMAGES

Nivedita Karki clinches gold

SSCB men, Haryana women retain team championships

BOXING

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SONIPAT
Uttarakhand’s Nivedita Kar-
ki stunned reigning youth
World champion Gitika of
Haryana 3-2 in the 48kg final
to clinch the gold at the
youth  National boxing
championships on Friday.
Haryana women and Ser-
vices Sports Control Board
(SSCB) men retained the
team championships.

Haryana women claimed
12 medals, including seven
gold and five silver while the
SSCB men finished on top in
the men’s event with 10 me-
dals — seven gold and three
silver.

Haryana’s Tamanna out-
boxed Rajasthan’s Anjali
Choudhary 5-0 in 50kg final.
Neha (54kg), Preeti (57kg),
Preeti Dahiya (60kg), Lashu
Yadav (70kg), Khushi (63kg)
and Deepika (+81) were the
other gold medallists for Ha-
ryana in the women’s

Milwaukee Bucks players return home to a rousing welcome

Fans have embraced Antetokounmpo for his loyalty to the team that drafted him eight years ago

e

ASSOCIATED PRESS
MILWAUKEE

Thousands of fans lined
downtown Milwaukee
streets on Thursday to catch
a glimpse of their beloved
Bucks in a parade to cele-
brate the city’s first NBA
championship in half a
century.

Victory parade
Six police officers on horse-
back clopped past cheering
fans at the head of a proces-
sion that included a hook-
and-ladder fire truck, occa-
sionally blaring its horn, and
open-air buses and flatbed
trucks carrying Bucks stars,
including Finals MVP Gian-
nis Antetokounmpo and Jrue
Holiday, as well as the trophy
they captured on Tuesday
night with a Game 6 victory
over Phoenix Suns.

Fans could be heard
chanting “Bucks in Six”, an
odd but beloved rallying cry

]
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Crowd's darling: Giannis Antetokounmpo had a major role to play in ending
Bucks' title drought. =arp

with roots in a former Bucks
player’s fruitless prediction
in 2013 that the team would
take down the playofts’ top
seed at the time.
Antetokounmpo held his

son, one-year-old Liam, atop
a bus as fans along the route
chanted “MVP!” Later, he
shot a basketball into the
crowd.

“Milwaukee, we did it ba-

by! We did it!” Antetokounm-
po said to a cheering crowd
in the Deer District, the area
outside the Bucks’ Fiserv Fo-
rum.

Neil and Rachana Bhatia,

both 34 and from suburban
Waukesha, brought one-
month-old son Zain to the
Deer District, saying they
wanted to give Zain an early
taste of being a Bucks fan.

“It unifies the city and
puts the city on a global
stage. It’s great for the city
and the state. It’s just bring-
ing everybody together to ce-
lebrate  something that
hasn’t happened in 50
years,” Neil said.

“The city has had its strug-
gles. What I know is that it’s
been a city that’s coming to-
gether,” said longtime Bucks
fan Dameon Ellzey.

“In my neighbourhood,
you could hear everybody on
their porches screaming,”
Ellzey said. “Black, white,
Asian. In a city like Milwau-
kee, that’s big.”

Milwaukee has long
ranked among the most se-
gregated cities in America.
Team president Peter Feigin
called it “the most segregat-
ed, racist place” he’d ever ex-
perienced, remarks he later

»

category.

Meanwhile, Haryana men
finished second with four
gold and five silver medals.

Bishwamitra Chongtham
led the glorious run for SSCB
in the men’s event as he
blanked Himachal Pradesh’s
Abhinav Katoch 5-0 in the
51kg final. Vishwanath Su-
resh (48kg), Vicktor Singh
Shaikom (54kg), Vijay Singh
(57kg), Ravichandra Singh
(60kg), Jaydeep Rawat (71kg)
and Deepak (75kg) were the
others who claimed gold.

softened.

As the Bucks drove toward
a championship this year,
some people were cheered
by the diversity of the mas-
sive crowds that gathered in
the Deer District to watch the
Bucks on big TV screens.

The team’s ascendance
has also invigorated a Mid-
western city far from the
league’s more cosmopolitan
venues like Los Angeles, Bos-
ton or Miami — cities that
have traditionally found it
easier to attract the game’s
top players.

Loyalty

One reason fans have em-
braced Antetokounmpo is
his loyalty to the team that
drafted him eight years ago
when he was just 18. “He re-
cognises the city and its qual-
ity and he resonates with it,”
Timothy Seymour, 20, said
of Antetokounmpo. “He real-
ly reflects our work ethic. He
works hard. And he reflects
how we’re only going to get
better.”

A ND-NDE
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