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'Centre violating Delhi
govt.'s rights through L-G'
NEW DELHI

Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia on Saturday said the
Centre's attitude towards
Delhi was unconstitutional
and undemocratic. "The

Private sector lagging in
vaccination drive: Goyal

But Centre committed to free vaccine for everyone, he says

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Taking on the private sector
for failing to pick up the 25%
quota of COVID-19 vaccines
allotted to it in adequate
quantities, Commerce and

Highs and lows
The seven-day average number of
COVID-19 vaccine doses administered
in India dropped from 6.4 million on
June 26 to 4 million on July 23

Mirabai wins Indias first medal in Tokyo

Weightlifter
bags silver in
49 kg category

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI
It was an incredible Saturday
for India at the Tokyo Olym-
pics as Mirabai Chanu won a
silver in the 49 kg weightlift-
ing category.

Hailing from Manipur, the
26-year-old lifted a total of

- ! BIVE oo
consntunongl rights of the Industry Minister Piyush 202 kg to emerge second be-
elected Delhi government are . M o A : P s
continuously violated by the Goyal on Saturday said the , hind China’s Hou Zhihui,
Central government through government would ensure AM o) TN S, | 15,/ - who won the gold at 210 kg.
the Lieutenant-Governor and that everyoqe n the coun.try o M. O . SRR PN\ T Mirabai !1fted 87 kg in __ | 1
all the decisions are being got free vaccine with or with- 2 snatch and in the clean and N .
obstructed.” Mr. Sisodia said. out the sgctor’s help . % M. E @ @Y AN jerk segment, she hoisted 115 ; < o j B,
R Stressing that the Union  $qy |2 T TNC kg and helped India open its V4 /¥
TIPS government has been “res- o account. : :
- Scripting history: Silver medallist Mirabai Chanu showing her medal during the victory

Former SC judge raises
concerns over UAPA

NEW DELHI

Former Supreme Court judge,
Justice Madan B. Lokur, on
Saturday said the courts,
society and the state should
consider the mental trauma
afflicted on the families of
activists, journalists and civil
society members accused of
sedition under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
and languishing in jails.

ponsive” to the demands of
the industry and the States
for a greater say in the vacci-
nation drive, the Minister
said business groups had
made lofty promises about
going to the hinterland and
administering crores of jabs,
but had failed to deliver.
“You demanded and I re-
member how much you all
fought with me and sought
that vaccination be opened
up for the private sector. To-

what you demanded... But
don’t worry, our govern-
ment is committed to pro-
viding free vaccine to every-
body that is eligible
irrespective of whether the
private sector does take the
25% quota,” he said.

“I remember one indus-
try group said, ‘I will do one
crore vaccinations’, and
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paigns to remove vaccine
hesitancy and use up that
25% quota,” the Minister
said in an address at the
plenary session of the CII-
Horasis India meeting.
Underlining that vaccina-
tion is critical to the econo-
my’s turnaround, Mr. Goyal
said he expected almost ev-
ery adult to have at least one
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No imminent threat of Taliban
influx in Kashmir, says o |

ceremony of the women's 49 kg weightlifting competition in Tokyo on Saturday. =arp
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‘Developments in Afghanistan could embolden terror groups’

I-T searches
detected huge

irregularities’

DEVESH K. PANDEY
NEW DELHI

Two days after the Income-
Tax Department searched

day, you are not even buying another said, ‘We will go to dose by December, with DINAKAR PERI ground may encourage such  sions of their possible influx . .
. .S . . ; . . the premises linked to the
NEWS » PAGE7 those 25% of vaccines [allot- remote areas and do it No- most of them getting the se- NEW DELHI groups, the official said. into Kashmir. -
LrnnIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIILIIII LI » . . . . . . . Dalnlk BhHSkar Group and
ted to youl],” Mr. Goyal said. = body has gone to Bihar, cond dose as well. There is no immediate They may do something As far as counter insur-
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“Please also calibrate
your actions once you get

northeast, Jharkhand and
Chhattisgarh to run cam-

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 7

Bengal Governor, LoP not eligible for beacon light

threat of the Taliban moving
towards Kashmir, but there
is apprehension that the Af-
ghan situation could embol-
den Pakistan-based terror
groups operating in Kash-
mir, a defence official said.
The manner of the U.S.

with the confidence, the offi-
cial said. “The next four to
five years, we do not see any
Taliban coming in.”

With the U.S. military al-
most exiting Afghanistan,
the Taliban have made ma-
jor advances in the past few

gency operations in Kashmir
are concerned, India is very
strong on the Line of Control
(LoC), the official said, ad-
ding, “Be it troops, sensors
or drones we have the LoC
fully covered.”

Bharat Samachar Group,
the agency on Saturday is-
sued statements without
naming any companies, al-
leging that it had detected

income

escapement

of

%700 crore and unaccount-
ed transactions exceeding
3200 crore in two cases.

List issued after also specifically mentioned.  election and joined the Bha- military exit from Afghanis- weeks and gained new  CONTINUED ON)»PAGE?
. “The omission of the Go- ratiya Janata Party. tan and the Taliban gaining ground, raising apprehen- MOTIVE QUESTIONED » PAGE 10 DETAILS ON ) PAGE 8
vaccine racket bust vernor and the Leader of Op- “Had someone else been

BISHWANATH GHOSH
KOLKATA
West Bengal has issued a
fresh list of VIPs and officials
who are eligible to have bea-
con lights atop their cars, the
idea being to check misuse of
the entitlement by those not
eligible as well as impostors.
The list does not include
the Governor and the Leader
of the Opposition (LoP) in

Green light for
Delhi metro,
buses to run
at full capacity

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (DDMA) on
Saturday decided to allow
metro trains and public
buses to run at full capacity
for the following fortnight.
Cinemas, auditoriums
and spas will also be al-
lowed to open, subject to
enforcement of COVID-ap-
propriate behaviour.
According to the DDMA
order, for two weeks start-
ing Monday (July 26 to Au-
gust 9), metro trains and

Jagdeep Dhankhar

the Assembly. The last time
such a list was issued, in
2014, the Governor was men-
tioned right on top and the
Leader of the Opposition was

position doesn’t seem to be
an oversight,” an official in
the Transport Department,
which issued the order on
Friday, told The Hindu.
There is no love lost bet-
ween the current Governor,
Jagdeep Dhankhar, and the
Trinamool Congress govern-
ment, while the Leader of
the Opposition, Suvendu Ad-
hikari, deserted the Trina-
mool Congress ahead of the

the Opposition leader, the
government might have been
kinder,” the official said, ad-
ding that Mr. Adhikari could
well be entitled to the beacon
light because his rank is that
of a Cabinet Minister. All Mi-
nisters — Cabinet Ministers as
well as Ministers of State —
are allowed to use a light
atop their cars.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 7
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NEXT IAS

GS

Foundation
Course for
CSE 2022

Features:

- Classes conducted by India’s top GS faculties.

- Systematic subject sequence and well-framed modules.

Well designed comprehensive study material.

- Personalized & dedicated Academic Coach for academic

support.

- Mandatory weekly classroom tests and discussions.

- Weekly Current Affairs and newspaper analysis to integrate

currentbased approach.

- Unique concept of classroom workbooks.

B.Tech -Aerospace Engineenng
B.Tech -Bicengineening

B. Tech.-Bioinformatics

B.Tech -Biotechnalogy
B.Tech.-Chemical Engineening
B.Tech -Civil Engineering

Thanjavur-613 401

B Tech.-Computer Science & Busmess Systems

DEEMEDTO

(LS 3 of the UGC Act, 1956)

Phone : 04362-350011-15

BE UNIVERSITY

Email : admissionsisasira.edu

THINK MERIT | THINK TRANSPARENCY | THINK SASTRA

Admission to B, Tech. / 5-Year Integrated M. Tech.
Programmes for the Academic Year 2021-22

Merit Based
Admission

World Class
Infrastructure

Programmes Offered

B.Tech.-Electnical 8 Electronics Engineenng
B.Tech.-Electncal & Electronics Engineenng

(Smart Grid & Eleciric Viehicles)

B.Tech.-Electronics & Communication Engineering”
B.Tech.-Electronics & Communication Engineering

|Cyber Physical Systems)

B Tach.-Electronics & Instrumentation Engineering
B.Tach -Information & Communication Technology

Extensive

® (ollaborations |

Sociall
Responsible

The Institution of
Engineering and
Technology
Accredited

Live-Online Classes

with Facility to convert

Offline Classes

Spacious & sanitized classrooms

B Tech -Comguter Sclence & Engineering”
B.Tech -Computer Science & Engineering
(Artificial Intelligence & Data Science)

public buses will be allo-
wed to carry passengers up

B.Tech.-Information Technology
B.Tech.-Mechanical Engineering

to 100% of their capacity. Online to Offline with COVID-19 safety protocols B Tech-Computer Science & Engineering B Tech.-Mechanical Engineering (Digital Manufaciuring)
The number of attendees + L-8 Batch: 5" Aug'21 « M-Batch: 26" July’21 (11:30 am to 2:30 pm) (Cyber Security & Biockchain Technology) B.Tech -Mechatronics

at funerals and marriage ce- . . " , B.Tech -Computer Science & Engineering M.Tech.-Biolechnology (5 Yrs. Integrated)

remonies has also been in- (5:30 pm to 8:30 pm) « N-Batch: 5" August’21 (5:30 pm to 8:30 pm) (loT & Automation) M. Tech.-Medical Nanatechnology (5 Yrs Integrated)

creased to 100.

Cinemas and auditori-
ums, according to the or-
der, are allowed to open at
50% of their total capacity.

*Offered at Srinivasa Ramanujan Centre, Kumbakonam campus also.

Mode of Admission

STREAM 1- 50% of seats based on JEE (Main) & Class Xil Aggre

Note : In case offline classes are suspended due to COVID conditions then,
Live-online classes will be provided till offline classes resume.

Economics Optional Test Series
Under the guidance of Vibhas Jha Sir, commencing from 1% August, 2021

No deaths in Delhi

The city reported 66 new
COVID-19 cases over 24
hours, taking the tally to
14,35,844, said a health bul-
letin released by the Delhi
government on Saturday.
No new death was reported
and the total number of

with

Admissions 2021 Overview: Live at www.sastra.edu on July 31 at 4.:00 p.m.
IMPORTANT DATES

Features:

- Distinguished panel of 5 experts with senior/ retired Civil
servants & subject experts similar to that of UPSC pattern &
standard.

Offline
Mock

- Fully sanitized, hygienic & spacious learning space with

deaths stood at 25,041. |I‘It eI'Vi eWws social distancing and Covid safety norms. Last Dafe forSubmissIon . August ﬁ, M*l f5 p.m.)
In all 76,308 tests were " Rank List (Stream-1 & Stream-2) : August 14, 2021 (9 p.m.)
conducted over 24 hours for CSE 2020 Commenced from 20™ July, 2021 Counselling for Admissions a0 {16, 2021 ¢

Venue:
Pusa Road, Old Rajinder Nagar Centre

and the test positivity rate
was 0.09%. Of the total cas-
es, 14,10,216 people have re-
covered and there are only
587 active cases at present.

Application may be Downloaded / Submitted Online at www.sastra.edu.
No in-person application forms available REGISTRAR

THINK MERIT - THINK TRANSPARENCY - THINK SASTRA

@ 27-B, Pusa Road, Metro Pillar No. 118, Near Karol Bagh Metro Station, New Delhi-60
© 011-49858612, 8800338066, 8800550197 & www.nextias.com
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Standing travel still not

s THE HINDU
SUNDAY, JULY 25, 2021

Clockwise from far left: Shooter

allowed, says DMRC

‘50 people can now sit in each coach’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Metro Rail Corpo-
ration on Saturday said that
in view of the revised guide-
lines issued by the Delhi Dis-
aster Management Authority
(DDMA), entry to metro sta-
tions will continue to be reg-
ulated as standing travel is
still not permitted.

In its notification, the
DDMA said that metro trains
can operate at “100% seating
capacity”, but specified that
standing travel is not permit-
ted. Standing travel compris-

es around 80% of the total
capacity of each coach.

Till now, the metro was
operating at 50% capacity
and allowed only 25 people
per coach, in alternate seats.
Under the new rules, around
50 passengers will be able to
sit in each coach.

According to sources, an
eight-coach metro train can
accommodate around 2,400
passengers. With the revised
guidelines, an eight-coach
train will be able to accom-
modate 400 passengers seat-
ed next to each other.

Driver attacks policeman

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
A 38-year-old tempo driver
has been arrested for alleg-
edly attacking a Delhi Police
Head Constable following a
parking issue in south Del-
hi’s Fatehpur Beri on Satur-
day, the police said.

A video of the incident
surfaced online showing a
police official forcing the

driver into a vehicle.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (South) Atul Thakur
said Head Constable Manoj
had repeatedly asked the
tempo driver to park the
vehicle properly as it was
blocking traffic.

The accused, Kishan, al-
legedly abused and man-
handled Manoj, following
which he was arrested.

Loy

§0% WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY §3% S

Tender Notification No-18/2021 & 19/2021

No. C/45/31 SMU & C/45/3/Vel-2 GMU Date: 22.07.2021
Far and on behall of the President of India, Divisional Railway Manager
(Commercial), Kota Division. West Central Railway inviles sealed Bids on
Open Compatitive, single packe! lendear system lor "Provision of Catering
Services at Special Minar Unit NumberName (SMU) for Reserved category
from individuals/Sole Propristors & singal stage two packet tender system from
food and catering sarvice providers at Ganeral Minor Unit (GMU) lor Unreserved
category at following locations of " A1, A & B category stations of Kota division:
Details mentioned as under.

Allotmeant for SMU

With Deepak Kumar,
Manika Batra,

Amoj Jacob and
Sarthak Bhambri
participating in the
Tokyo Games, the
Capital has a realistic
chance of contributing
to India’s medal haul
this time

The four
- pillars of
Delhis[®

dream

KAMESH SRINIVASAN
DELHI

elhi has some of the best
sports facilities in the
country, thanks to the
massive investment
made for the Commonwealth
Games in 2010. The Capital was al-
so projected as a possible Olym-
pics host, before Odisha and some
other States took over the risk of
nursing such an expensive dream.

The nation as a whole needs to
harvest a rich haul of medals in
the Olympic Games to convince
everyone that it would be a good
idea to invest huge money to host
the quadrennial event, easily the
biggest spectacle that unites the
world.

Support in nurturing talent and
rewards are the key to having
more athletes winning Olympic
medals. The national capital has
taken a big step forward in both
directions, first by setting up Delhi
Sports University with the Sydney

Games medallist, Karnam Malles-
wari, as its Vice-Chancellor, and
then by announcing a cash prize
of %3 crore for athletes from the ci-
ty winning gold medal in the To-
kyo Olympics.

It is not surprising that Delhi
has only four athletes — Deepak
Kumar, Manika Batra, Amoj Jacob
and Sarthak Bhambri — who will
compete in Tokyo. With Haryana
having a very rewarding sports
programme for many years, the
best talents have been inclined to
stake allegiance to the State. Of
the 127 athletes representing the
country in the Tokyo Olympics,
the neighbours of Delhi — Haryana
(31) and Punjab (19) — account for
the lion’s share. It is perhaps some
consolation to Delhi that the big
State of Uttar Pradesh has only
eight athletes going to Tokyo, the
same number as from sporting
States such as Kerala and
Maharashtra.

It is not the numbers but the

performance in Tokyo that would
be remembered. To that extent,
Delhi has a realistic chance to
strike an Olympic medal this time.

Medal prospects

It may be hard for the relay run-
ners, Amoj Jacob and Sarthak
Bhambri, to dream of an Olympic
medal considering the harsh fact
that Indian athletics from Milkha
Singh and P.T. Usha’s time to the
more immediate past of Anju Ge-
orge and Krishna Poonia has been
finding an Olympic medal most
elusive.

Shooting offers the best pros-
pects for medals in Japan for In-
dia, and Delhi has a bright shooter
in the Asian Games silver medal-
list, Deepak Kumar, 33, who
serves the Indian Air Force.

Coached by Manoj Kumar, Dee-
pak has made rapid strides towards
excellence and matching world
standards in a very short time. He
joined the national team only in

5o
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2017, but by next year he made the
final of the World Championship in
Changwon, Korea, after winning the
silver medal in the Asian Games in
Palembang, Indonesia.

Deepak shot a national record
630.1 in air rifle and was placed
sixth in a field of 112 shooters in
the World Championship. Such a
score would comfortably put him
in the Olympic final and give him a
shot at a medal.

Deepak will also have a chance
to win a mixed air rifle medal with
the World Championship silver
medallist, Anjum Moudgil. Dee-
pak, along with Olympian Apurvi
Chandela, had won the gold in the
World Cup in Rio de Janeiro in
2019. With the men’s air rifle sche-
duled for July 25, the fans of Guru-
kul student Deepak will not have
to wait for long to see their star
perform on the biggest stage of
sports.

Delhi will have another familiar
face, table tennis star and Com-

Deepak Kumar, table tennis player
Manika Batra, and athletes Sarthak
Bhambri and Amoj Jacob.

monwealth Games gold medallist
Manika Batra. Indian table tennis
has not reached such standards
yet to eye an Olympic medal but
there is a realistic chance for Ma-
nika in the mixed event with the
seasoned Sharath Kamal, who
would be competing in his fourth
Olympics. The Indian pair will
open against the third seeds from
Chinese Taipei in the mixed event
on Saturday.

Manika, 26, who has already
been bestowed the nation’s high-
est sports honours — Rajiv Gandhi
Khel Ratna and Arjuna awards —
will be competing in her second
Olympics in Tokyo. She has won
mixed event medals in both the
last Commonwealth Games and
Asian Games in 2018.

In the Commonwealth Games in
Gold Coast, Australia, Manika not
only won the individual gold but
helped the Indian women’s team get
top honours by beating four-time
champion Singapore. The highlight
of that triumph was Manika’s win
over world No. 4 Feng Tianwei. She
also won the doubles silver medal
with Mouma Das.

Manika and Sharath will have to
be at their best to make it memor-
able for Indian table tennis.

Missing out

Tennis ace Divij Sharan, who had
won the Asian Games gold with
Rohan Bopanna, would have also
strengthened Delhi’s representa-
tion in Tokyo, but he missed the
entry.

Another Delhi boy, Yuki Bham-
bri, was also in line to get an Olym-
pic entry in tennis on his injury-
protected rank but has been un-
able to play owing to a recent knee
surgery in the U.S. The chance
went to junior Wimbledon cham-
pion and the country’s No. 1 Sumit
Nagal, who lives in Delhi but hails
from Haryana.

The Tokyo Games in these diffi-
cult times would perhaps inspire
the youth of Delhi to take up
sports in a big way. The best sup-
port from the Delhi government
will ensure that the youth do not
move away to greener pastures
but take pride in representing the
Capital, at every level.

S8 | Station & Catering | PF Location at station SMuU
N. | Category Stall No. | No. Category
1 Kaota (A1) R4 m Near main enfrance in Divyang
front of UTS officar RHS] (W)
concourse hall
2 Kata (A1) RS m Back side ol Pay&Use | ST
ineoncoursa hall
3 BTE (A) Al a5 Infront of FOB Ramp FFMWWW/
RiyEmp &
dislocated/dis-
placed by the
Railway
{(Women)
4 RMA (B} R3 23 | AtKm No. B48/24 BPL
5 RMA(B) R3 M AtKm Mo. 848725 FFMWW AW of
RlyEmp &
distocated/dis-
placed by the
Railway
[} BWM (B) R2 23 Betwean Km No. B20¢ 8T
14 & 820018
7 EWM (B) Al m AtKm Mo, 82016 Divyang
8 BUDI (B) A1 o Al Km No_32/02 OBC{Wamen)
Cost of Bid Document: For SN, 18 2:7 7,080/, For S.M. 34,567 & &7 3,540/,

Indicative Licensa Fee/RP per annum: For S.M. 1 & 2: 3 19,8011/ ForSN, 3
¥ 2,69,068/-, For S N. 48 5: ¥ 1,42,161/-, For S.N. 6 & 7:¥ 1,49,909/-, For 5.N. &
¥ 95,457/, Cost of Tender (For Five Years): For SN, 1 & 2T 99,00,555-, For S.N
3:¥13453400 For SN. 4 & 5: T 7,110,805/, For SN 6 & 7:T 7,468,545/, For S N B:
¥ 4,77,285-, Earnest Money: For SN 1 & 2: T 500,000, For 5.0, 3:¥ 70,000/, For
S5N. 4,564 7: T 40,000/, For 5 N. B: T 30,000/-,

Allotment for GMU

S Station & Catering | PF Location at station GMU

N Category Stall No. | Me. Category

1 | Kota(A1) A1 o4 | PolaMo.1363Ansar | Gen(Women)
FoB

2 | Kata(aty | Ra 01 | MearPols No. 204 Gen (Women)

3 Kaota (A1) R2 23 Near Pole No. 2A Gen (Women)

4 | Kata(al) | R0 | 23 | KMNo.g2oi2s Gen (Womir)
opposite crew lobby

5 | swmia | Ra | 04 | NearWater Boath Gen (Womer)
Kota End

[ GGC (B) A1 o Bahind OHE Pola 1082 | Gen (Women)

7 | HAN(B) A1 ® | PoleNo. 113630MTJ | Gen(Women)
End

B HAN (B) R2 @ Pola No. 1136/20 Kaota Gen (Women)
End

Cost of Bid Document: For SIN. 1,235 4:T 7,080~ For S N 567 & 8: 7 3,540,
Indicative License Fee/RP per annum: For 3.N. 1.2, 38 4:T 18,80,111/- For S.N. &5
¥ 10,78,786/-, For SN, 6:¥ 1,92,800/-, For SN, 7 & 8:7 1,00,428%, Cost of Tender (For
Five Years): For SN, 1,2, 34 4.7 99,00,5555, For SN_5:7 53,93,930~, For SN.B
¥ 9,64,000-, For SN. 7 & 8:T 502,140~ Earnest Money: For SN, 1,2, 34 4:
¥ 5,00,0004, For 5.N. 5:¥ 3,00,000/~, For S.N. 6 :¥ 50,000, For S.N. 7 & 8:¥ 30,000,

Cost of Bid Document: As described in above column lor each
SMU & GMU Saparately

Reserve Price per annum: As dascribed in above column for each
SMU & GMU Saparstely

Cost of Tender (For 5 year): As described in above column for
SMU & GMU Separately.

EMD: ( @5% of olal value of tender) As described in above Column for each
SMU & GMU Saparatsly.

MNote: 1. The scope of work terms of relerence is provided In section A intender
farm. 2. Bid Document: The interested bidders may purchase "Bid documants for
SMU * between 10.00 hrs. to 17,00 hrs. on all working days from 22,07.2021 to
198.08.2021 and for GMU from 22.07.2021 to 12.08.2021, in person from the office
of Sr. Diviskonal Commercial Manager. West Ceniral Rallway, DAM's office, Kota
on payment of non- refundable document fee (Cost of Bid Document) as above
menticned, in the form of Demand Draft/Banker's cheque in faveour of Sr. DFM/
WCR/KOTA, drawn on any scheduled commercial bank in India. Cash deposited at
any Railway Station/Cash office of Kota Division, West Central Railway duly
supported with original Cash Raceipt Money Receipl indicating the Bid Mumbear
and due dale of Submission. 3. Bidding document; Bidding document can alsobe
downloaded from the website hitp:/fwww.wer.indianrailways.gov.in and tha bids
can ba submitted on the downfoaded document along with a separate Demand Draft
as above serial no. 3 towards the cost of bidding documents as the time of bidding,
failing which the offer will be summarlly rejectad without ariginal Bank Draft.
4. Earmnest Money: The bid must be accompanied by Eamest Money as mantioned
above in the form of DD/Bankers chaque in the name of “Sr. Divisional Finance
Manager, West Central Railway, Kota drawn on my schaduled Bank in India. The
Bids can be submitted on the downloaded document alongwith a separate demand
draft of tender document cost and eamest money failing which the offer will be
summarily rejected. 5. Receipt of Bids: Sealed bids should be dropped in the
designated box kep! in the Office of Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager, West
Central Rallway, DRM's office Kota not later than 13.00 hrs on 20.08.21 for SMU
and 13.00 hrs. on 13.08.2021 for GMU. Bids shall be opened on the same day at
15:00 hrs in presence of Bidder/Bidder's representative who wish to attend. For
this an authority letter of the firm is required. The onus of dropping the bid inthe
box lias with the bidder, Bids recaved afler 13.00 hrs on 20.08.2021 for SMU and
13.00 hrs. on 13.08.2021 for GMU will be called *iate” bid and will not be considared
further for evaluation. 6. Railway resarves the right to accept/reject any or all bids
without assigning any reason thareof. 7. Tha Bidder fulfilling the eligibility criteria
will be evaluated based on the evaluation criterial given in this Bid document. 8.
Address for Communication: Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager, Divisional
Railway Manager's office, Kota Jn. Kota (Rajasthan)-324002, Phone:-0744-
2467014, Fax -0744-2467160,

DRM (C) KOTA, WCH
For and on behalf of the President of India

IN BRIEF

NGT seeks report

on encroachment

NEW DELHI

Following a plea seeking
enforcement of a 2016
National Green Tribunal order
to remove encroachments on
a water body in south-west
Delhi, the NGT has directed
the district administration
and the Delhi Jal Board to
provide a factual position and
action-taken report within
two months.

Man arrested
for killing
truck driver

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 22-year-old man has been
arrested for allegedly rob-
bing and killing a truck
driver in Swaroop Nagar,
the police said on Saturday.

Deputy Commissioner
of Police (Outer North) Ra-
jiv Ranjan Singh said the ac-
cused, Rehan, is a resident
of Bareilly.

The police said that a bo-
dy of a man was found lying
on G.T. Karnal Road on July
3 and a murder case was re-
gistered. Subsequently, the
police got information that
a truck driver along with
the truck was missing.

During investigation, the
incidents were found to be
connected after which the
truck driver was identified
as Satpal Singh, a resident
of Uttar Pradesh. Later, the
abandoned truck was reco-
vered from KMP Highway
in Bahadurgarh, Haryana.

The police scanned
CCTV footage following
which “a raid was conduct-
ed and Rehan was nabbed
near Bareilly.”

During interrogation, it
was revealed that Rehan
along with his associates
Barkat and Sahid had tried
to steal the truck, loaded
with pan masala, in Alipur.

When the driver resist-
ed, the accused killed him
and dumped his body in
Swaroop Nagar.

Barkat and Shahid have
also been arrested.

NGT sets up panel to look -

into cause of factory fire

Blaze had claimed lives of six workers

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The National Green Tribunal
has constituted a joint panel
to ascertain the cause of a
fire at a shoe and garments
factory in west Delhi on June
21 this year that claimed the
lives of six workers.

The green panel directed
the committee, comprising
officials from the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), Delhi Pollution Con-
trol Committee (DPCC) and
the district administration,
to collect facts independent-
ly and ascertain remedial
measures for compensating
the families of the victims.

The Tribunal has sought a
report within one month.

The directions came as
the NGT initiated proceed-
ings following media reports
that the manufacturing unit
was allegedly operating in
violation of green norms.

A Bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice Adarsh
Kumar Goel said that before

Man caught trying to dispose of body

Firefighters douse the blaze
at the manufacturing unitin
Udyog Nagar. sFiLe PHOTO

passing a final order, it was
necessary to have “authentic
information about the fac-
tual position of the nature of
activity and nature of viola-
tion of law”.

“It is also necessary to re-
quire compliance of safety
norms to avoid such inci-
dents in the future. The
committee may particularly
ascertain whether any ha-
zardous, inflammable mate-
rial was stored on the pre-
mises. The committee may
visit the site and interact
with the stakeholders, in-
cluding the owner of the un-
it,” the Bench said.

Police rescue minor who was
abducted, ‘sold’ for 350,000

Accused in custody; victim was catfished, sexually assaulted

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 16-year-old girl who was
abducted, sexually assault-
ed, and ‘sold’ to a person for
350,000 — with whom she
was also forcibly married,
has been rescued from Mad-
hya Pradesh’s Bhind district,
the police said on Saturday.
The accused has also been
arrested.

Deputy Commissioner of

Police (Crime Branch) Moni-
ka Bhardwaj said the ac-
cused has been identified as

Rajeev Garg, a resident of

Bhind. Police said that on
May 29, the girl had told her
parents that she was going to
a friend’s house.

Call detail records
When she did not return,
the family launched a search
operation and subsequently
approached the police.

A case was registered at
Ranhola police station on

Policeman spots legs of a man dangling from wooden cart

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 4l-year-old man was ar-
rested on Saturday for alleg-
edly killing a man and at-
tempting to dispose of the
body in southwest Delhi’s
Mahipalpur.

A head constable caught
the accused while he was
taking the body to a garbage
dump in a cart. The body
was covered with a white
cloth but the feet were hang-
ing out, which caught the
policeman’s attention.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (South-West) Ingit
Pratap Singh said the ac-
cused, Surmesh, told investi-
gators he had killed Santosh,
25, as he had been harassing
and stalking his daughter.

Surmesh, who works as a

security guard, told the pol-
ice that Santosh was their
neighbour and had been
troubling his daughter for
the last three years.

Harassment angle

“The accused said Santosh
used to pass comments on
his daughter and often fol-
low her when she would go
out. Surmesh had told San-
tosh to stop many times but
he did not,” said a senior
police officer. However, Sur-
mesh had never given a for-
mal complaint regarding ha-
rassment of his daughter,
the police added.

On Thursday night, San-
tosh allegedly came to Sur-
mesh’s house drunk and
started arguing with him.

“During the argument,

the duo came to the ground
floor of the building and en-
tered a vacant room where
Surmesh punched Santosh
and then strangulated him
with a cloth that Santosh was
wearing,” the officer said.

Surmesh kept Santosh’s
body in the basement,
where he used to work as a
security guard.

In the early hours of Sa-
turday, Surmesh took a woo-
den cart lying on the road
and dragged the body onto it
and covered it up with a
cloth. He was taking the bo-
dy to a garbage dump when
he was spotted and caught.

Mr. Singh said a case un-
der Section 302 (Punish-
ment for murder) of the In-
dian Penal Code has been
registered.

charges of kidnapping.

During the probe, call de-
tail records of the victim
were scrutinised, and the
police focused on a mobile
number whose location was
found to be in Uttar Pra-
desh’s Etawah, then Gwalior
and finally Bhind in M.P.

“The location of that
number was in Delhi on the
day the girl went missing. Its
movements were followed
and the police apprehended
Rajeev on July 22 from
Bhind,” Ms. Bhardwaj said.
On Rajeev’s instance, the
victim was rescued from a
house in Bhind.

Befriended online

The girl allegedly told the
police that Rajeev had be-
friended her online by pre-
tending to be a girl named
Mahi Garg. When the victim
realised she was talking to a
man, she broke off contact
and blocked his number.

“But Rajeev called her
from some other number
and emotionally exploited
her to continue the friend-
ship and unblock his num-
ber. He also convinced her
to meet him at Madhuban
Chowk,” said a senior police
officer. On May 29, the girl
met Rajeev, who abducted
her and took her to Bhind.

Forced into marriage
“The victim was subjected to
physical and sexual assault
by Rajeev. She also said that
the accused sold her to one
Ram Mohan, a resident of
Bhind, for ¥50,000, and she
was forced to marry him,”
the officer said.

The police said they are
looking for Ram Mohan.

The police said that Ra-
jeev had spent seven months
in Gwalior jail in connection
with a dowry case. “Ram is a
tenant of Garg and is ab-
sconding,” they added.

Six labourers injured as
speeding car jumps kerb

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Six labourers sitting on the
roadside sustained injuries
when a speeding car hit
them in outer north Delhi’s
Narela, the police said on
Saturday. The accused is
absconding.

A PCR call regarding an
accident in Narela Industrial
Area was received on Fri-
day. By the time the police
reached the site, the injured
had been taken to a hospi-
tal. The offending vehicle
was found at the spot.

“An inquiry revealed that
the car was coming from Na-
rela and going towards Ba-
wana. The driver lost con-
trol due to speeding and hit
the labourers who were sit-
ting on the side of the road.

»

They were taken to a hospi-
tal in an ambulance,” the
police said.

The injured have been
identified as Narender, 43,
Sharad, 40, Sanjay, 35, Su-
nil, 30, Nand Lal, 32, and
Sukhdin, 21.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Outer North) Rajiv
Ranjan Singh said a case un-
der Sections 279 (rash driv-
ing) and 337 (causing hurt
by act of negligence) of the
Indian Penal Code has been
lodged. “The registered
owner of the vehicle is a re-
sident of Sonipat. Upon in-
terrogation, he said that a
person named Dharmender
had taken the car. Dharmen-
der’s phone was found in-
side the offending car. He is
absconding,” said the DCP.
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Timings

DELHI
SUNDAY, JUL. 25

RISE 05:39 SET 19:17

RISE 20:38 SET 06:36
MONDAY, JUL. 26

RISE 05:40 SET 19:16

RISE 21:17 SET 07:41
TUESDAY, JUL. 27

RISE 05:41 SET 19:16

RISE 21:51 SET 08:42
Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 36 27
Safdarjang 36 27
Palam 35 28

Delhi Palam Today

37°C Very warm and humid
day. Light rain and thunder-
storm likely at some places
with cloudy sky.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
33°C Few spells of light to
moderate rain and thunder-
shower likely at some places
with cloudy sky and gusty
moderate winds.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.
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‘North body
evicting Gaffar
Market shops’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The AAP on Saturday al-
leged that the BJP-ruled
North Corporation is evict-
ing shopkeepers from Gaf-
far Market to build new
shops and then give them
to other people.

“The civic body in conni-
vance with big builder ma-
fias is coming up with a
new technique. The mar-
kets in which shops should
have been on freehold,
where shops were given on
alease for 99 years, surveys
are now being conducted
to find out fallacies and ev-
ict people from those build-
ings,” AAP chief spokesper-
son Saurabh Bharadwaj
said. He claimed that the
BJP is marking these build-
ings to be dangerous and
forcing the shopkeepers to
empty the markets.

Centre violating Delhi's

rights via L-G: Sisodia

‘Baijal overturned our decision on lawyers for farmers’ cases’

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

Deputy Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia on Saturday said
that the Central govern-
ment’s attitude towards Del-
hi was unconstitutional and
undemocratic.

“The constitutional rights
of the elected Delhi govern-
ment are continuously vio-
lated by the Central govern-
ment through the
Lieutenant-Governor and all
the decisions are being ob-
structed. The Central go-
vernment needs to read the
Constitution and reflect that
if the government elected by
the people is not being al-
lowed to function, then what
is the need to hold elections,
and what is the need for the
Constitution? This shows the
unconstitutional and unde-
mocratic attitude of the BJP-
led Central government,”
Mr. Sisodia said.

Mr. Sisodia claimed that

f) If the government
elected by the
people is not being
allowed to function,

then what is the need
to hold elections?

MANISH SISODIA
Deputy Chief Minister

the Lieutenant-Governor
has rejected the panel of la-
wyers decided by the Delhi
Cabinet to appear for cases
filed against farmers who
were protesting, because the
latter does not want BJP’s
“anti-farmer” stance to be
exposed.

Farmers’ case

“It was decided in the Delhi
Cabinet on July 19 that la-
wyers would be appointed
by the Delhi government
with respect to the farmer
agitation cases going on in
the court. However, the

Lieutenant-Governor  re-
versed this decision of the
Delhi government on Satur-
day and sent the file to the
President, he said.

Unconstitutional stand
The AAP Minister claimed
that the L-G is repeatedly in-
terfering unconstitutionally
in the functioning of the Del-
hi government, which is
elected by the people.

“The L-G is repeatedly
abusing his powers, going
against the decision of the
Constitutional Bench of the
Supreme Court,” he added.

Vendors, hawkers to march
to CM, L-G house tomorrow

Allow weekly markets or give us adequate compensation’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Street vendor and hawkers’
association on Saturday an-
nounced that they would on
Monday march to the resi-
dences of Lieutenant-Gover-
nor Anil Baijal and Chief Mi-
nister Arvind Kejriwal with
begging bowls for compen-
sation due to loss of
livelihood.

Ashwani Bagri, convener
of Delhi Weekly Bazaar Unit-
ed Front and president of
Hawkers’ Joint Action Com-
mittee, North Delhi unit,
said the “begging protest
march” was being organised
to highlight that the city’s
busy markets and liquor
vends had been opened but
the precarious conditions of
street vendors were being

Vendors will march with begging bowls seeking compensation
for livelihood loss. =FILE PHOTO: SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

neglected.

He demanded that the
authorities concerned im-
mediately allow street ven-
dors or else compensate
them for loss of livelihood at
the rate of 18,000 per
month.

“If the appropriate deci-
sion is not taken soon, then
the indebted and helpless

Vintage golf carts to offer last-mile
connectivity at Chandni Chowk

Govt. submits specifications; decision likely tomorrow

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Delhi Transport De-
partment has submitted
specifications of vintage golf
carts for last-mile connectiv-
ity at redeveloped Chandni
Chowk with the Shahjaha-
nabad Redevelopment Cor-
poration (SRDC) paving the
way for them on the 1.3-km
stretch in days to come.
According to a senior go-
vernment official, a deci-
sion on these is likely to be
taken at a meeting of the
Corporation on Monday.
The issue of electric vehi-
cles — especially for the in-
firm and elderly — to serve
visitors to the market had
come up for discussion at a

Ashram
underpass
work delayed

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The construction of a 750-
metre-long underpass at
the Ashram intersection on
Mathura Road is delayed
yet again and the deadline
has been pushed by two
months, Public Works De-
partment officials involved
in the project said on
Saturday.

The revised deadline of
the project is now August
31, an official said. The ear-
lier one was June 30.

The delay will add to the
traffic woes of thousands of
commuters who rely on
the stretch.

meeting of the corporation
on June 25. It had been de-
cided to deliberate on the is-
sue in detail.

“After these delibera-
tions, we have submitted
suggestions to the SRDC re-
garding the modalities and
approvals which will be re-
quired to allow such vehi-
cles on the stretch,” said a
senior government official.

“These will most likely be
operated on a PPP mode
with market and residential
associations chipping in for
their procurement and op-
erationalisation. We expect
more clarity on this by next
week,” the official said.

In addition to vintage golf
carts, as many as 107 cycle

rickshaws, which will be al-
lowed to ply on the pedes-
trianised stretch soon, are
being refurbished in accor-
dance with a “better” and
more “user-friendly design”
in addition to being RFID-
enabled.

RFID equipped

They will also be equipped
with RFID for effective regu-
lation and their number can
be increased later in a
phased manner.

The stretch between Red
Fort and Fatehpuri Masjid is
a vehicle-free zone — no
vehicles are allowed bet-
ween 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. -
though non-motorised vehi-
cles are allowed.

street vendors will be forced
to intensify agitations in the
streets and the insensitivity
of the government will be
responsible for such a situa-
tion,” Mr. Bagri said.
Dharmendra Kumar, pre-
sident of All India Hawkers’
Joint Action Committee said,
“Street vending is the last re-
fuge for poor, disabled.”

295 cr. salary
- duesreleased
to employees’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Former Mayor of North
Corporation Jai Prakash
on Saturday said that the
civic body has released
%295 crore salary of A, B,
C and D category em-
ployees for June and
teachers’ salary for May
and one pension of re-
tired employees.

“If the Delhi govern-
ment had given this out-
standing fund to the North
Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tion, then the latter would
have released the salary to
all the employees till the
month of July. Every effort
is being made to fulfil the
promises made to all the
employees of the corpora-
tion,” he said.

Batla House encounter: convict moves
High Court challenging death sentence

Ariz Khan files appeal against trial court’s March 8 verdict

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

Ariz Khan, who was award-
ed the death penalty for the
murder of decorated Delhi
police inspector Mohan
Chand Sharma in connec-
tion with the sensational
2008 Batla House encounter
case, has moved the Delhi
High Court challenging his
conviction and sentence.

Inspector killing

Khan has filed an appeal
against the trial court verdict
which said the offence fell
under the “rarest of the rare
category” warranting the

maximum sentence and Ariz
be “hanged by neck” till
death.

Inspector Sharma of the
Delhi Police’s Special Cell
was killed during the 2008
Batla House encounter bet-
ween the police and the ter-
rorists in Jamia Nagar in
south Delhi following serial
bomb blasts in the national
capital in which 39 people
died and 159 were injured.

The appeal has been filed
by Ariz through advocates
M.S. Khan and Quasar Khan.

The trial court had on
March 8 convicted Ariz say-
ing that it was duly proved

that he and his accomplices
murdered the police official
and fired gunshots at him.

The trial court had, on
March 15, sentenced Ariz to
capital punishment and also
imposed a fine of %11 lakh on
him, making it clear that 10
lakh should be immediately
released to the family mem-
bers of Sharma.

It had termed the act of
Ariz of firing on police party
without any provocation as
“abhorrent and brutal” and
said this itself showed that
he was not only a threat to
the society but was also an
enemy of the State.

Delhi continues
to face shortage
of vaccines

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Capital continued to
face a shortage of vaccines
and the number of doses of
vaccines administered dai-
ly was also low.

The COVID-19 vaccine
stock will last for only less
than a day, as per a vacci-
nation bulletin released by
the Delhi government on
Saturday. The city has been
facing a similar situation
for about two weeks and
the Health Minister had
said last week that 500 vac-
cination centres were shut
due to shortage in the city.

On Saturday morning,
the city had only 1,08,460
doses of Covishield vaccine
and 2,26,760 doses of Co-
vaxin, as per the data. Till
now, 96,03,697 doses of
vaccines have been admi-
nistered in the city.

A total of 72,69,780 of
vaccine doses have been
supplied to Delhi and
19,989 doses have been
wasted, as per Central go-
vernment data

Relief given to only 15-20 families
of ‘corona warriors, says Bidhuri

‘Kejriwal's U-turn on compensation scheme is shameful

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Leader of the Opposition in
the Delhi Assembly Ramvir
Singh Bidhuri on Saturday
accused Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal of making a U-
turn when it came to com-
pensating the families of ‘Co-
rona Warriors’.

Mr. Bidhuri termed
“shameful” that the Chief
Minister had allegedly not
lived up to his promise of
paying every ‘Corona War-
rior’ who died in performing
his or her duty and had to be
reprimanded by the courts
to fulfil the promise.

Constable case
Referring to the case of Delhi
police constable Amit Ku-
mar, he said Kumar died last
year while performing his
duty in dealing with the CO-
VID-19 situation and the
Chief Minister had tweeted
that his family would be paid
%1 crore compensation.
“However, his family is

Ramvir Singh Bidhuri

still to receive the compen-
sation once again highlight-
ing the fact that the Chief
Minister and his party are a
classic example of lies and
deceit. His widow had ap-
proached the court after
which the court had ad-
vised the Chief Minister to
live up to his promise and
pay the compensation,” Mr.
Bidhuri said.

“In an earlier case also,
the court had asked Mr. Kej-
riwal to fulfil his promise
made during the last year’s
lockdown that the Delhi go-

vernment would pay the
rent for people who are not
able to pay it due to the pre-
vailing lockdown situation,”
he said.

Mr. Bidhuri said around
500 Corona Warriors have
sacrificed their life till date
while performing their du-
ties during the pandemic.

‘Betrayal of sacrifice’

But, he alleged, the Delhi go-
vernment had only paid
compensation to around 15-
20 families till date which
was “a betrayal of their
sacrifice”.

“Such a sensitive issue of
sacrifice and valour was be-
ing used by the Kejriwal go-
vernment for PR stunts and
to gain cheap brownie
points. The residents of Del-
hi expect their Chief Minis-
ter to live up to the promis-
es he has made to the
people. It will reflect poorly
on him and his party if he
fails to live up to these pro-
mises,” he alleged.
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SUMMER WEDDING COLLECTION

RAYMONO

dcs Linen, Cotton & Woollen
Formals, Casual & Party Wears

__ By Economy Sales: 9212758425
me‘ Latest Range of Designs & Colors
GIFT PACKS AVAILABLE
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SHIRT-TROUSER JACKET
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PARK AVENUE

7 DAYS OPEN
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POFX

* PUNCHKUIAN ROAD.Garwal Bhawan, (Near Jhandewalan, Gole Chkr.)
® WAZIRPUR A-5, Near Richi Rich Banquet (Opp. Shalimar Bagh)
e JANAKPURI B-1/2, Main Najafgarh Road,Opp. Metro Pillar 543
e NOIDA . Nirula’s Sec-2, Near NMetro Station, Sec-15, Noida, UP
o LAJPAT NAGAR, 49, Main Ring Road, Adj. Haldi Ram, Near Moolchand Crossing

Conserving rainwater today
can save your tomorrow

—— Benefits of rainwater Harvesting
e Help cater to the potable water needs of the ever growing population

e Stop the rapid fall in Ground Water Level

e Sustainability of Ground Water Resource

® Help maintain Green Cover

® Help revive Water Bodies

e Help to Control Flood

e Any plots / properties in which functional rain water harvesting system
conforming to DJB approved RWH guidelines is installed is granted
rebate of 10% in the total water monthly billamount

For assistance contact your nearest Jal Shakti Kendra

S.No.| District Address Phone No.
ERWH, Varunalya Complex, Room No. 208, Phase - |,
1 Central (HQ) | jpangewalan, LAl 9650894440
Office of th d. Engi E hitraVihar B.P.S.
2 East De|rfﬁ1o1 gOSZSupt ngineer (East) ChitraVihar B.P.S 87003 55576
3 North- East | EE(NE)-Il, R-Pocket OH Tank, Dilshad Garden, Delhi-95 | 96505 69988
Office of Executive Engineer (NE)-1 Janta Flats, GTB
4 Shahdara Enclave, Delhi-110093 96502 90935
5 South DJB Office, E-Block opposite PVR Cinema, Saket, 95999 42466
out New Delhi-110017 96502 91239
Room No. 002, Andrews Ganj building complex
6 South East Adjacent to Defence Colony New Delhi-110024 96500 85754
7 SOUth West ziitolsjh??f‘ogggtral Nursery, Dwarka, 98 101911 38
Office of EE (Central) Delhi Jal Board, JLN Marg.
8 Central Opposite Ramlila Ground UGR & BPS New Delhi 88009 95542
9 New Delhi IS\I:T/O[;ZI.hRiﬁ :’(L)J(l;azr; Water Emergency Complex 96500 94407
Office of Supt. Engineer Office G-17, OHT 1st floor,
10 | West Room No 2. PashchimVihar 96502 91617
DJB Office, Room No. 26. First Floor MU Block,
11 North West Pitampura, Near Hotel City Park. Pitampura 96502 91531
\_ 12 | North Shakti Nagar, ZE DJB Office near Shakti Nagar Chowk | 96252 02927)
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BRIDEGROOMS WANTED
BRIDES WANTED
BRIDES & GROOMS WANTED

Classification common
for Brides, Bridegrooms,
Brides & Grooms

Assamese

Awadhi

Bengali

Bhojpuri

Bihari

Chhattisgarhi

English

Gujarati

Haryanvi

Hindi

Kannada

Kashmiri

Konkani

Malayalam

Manipuri

Marathi

Marwari

Nepali

Oriya

Parsi

Punjabi

Saurashtra

Sindhi

Tamil

Telugu

Tulu

Urdu

Advocate

Business

Defence

Doctor

Engineer

Finance/ Banking

Government/ Quasi-Govt.

IAS/ Allied Services

Information Technology

MBA/ CA/ ICWA

NRI

Cosmopolitan

Divorcee

Physically Challenged
MARRIAGE BUREAUS
WEDDING ARRANGEMENTS

COSMOPOLITAN
NAIR GIRL, age 46,US citizen, Phd,
Assistant Professor Chicago. Caste,
Language no bar. Alliance invited from
US settled boys. Contact 9895824803

GROOM NEEDED for G.Sai Jyoshna
B.Tech M.B.A. DOB: 3/4/1991, Di-
vorced, Contact: 9348633455

GROOM NEEDED for Nair girl Makayi-
ram 24/ Chennai settled. seeks
from Same Caste (below 29 ) Years.
contact:9884013563

DIVORCEE

SUNNI  MUSLIM  Tamil/Malayalam
speaking parents seek alliance for
daughter, age 38, issueless divorcee
from kerala, living with parents in
Dubai. From settled and  qualified reli-
gious issueless grooms aged 40-42
working in gulf with family status.
E-mail bio data and photos to
matri1884 @gmail.com

SOZHIA VELLALAR 41 Issueless
Divorcee USA. Seeks Suitable Groom.
CNB. 77089 23691

AP, WG Dist well Settled, Brahmin
34Yrs N. Pushyame / Slim Good look
fair M.Sc.,- AU (Divorcee) Rq any
Brahmin Good look Boy & Good Job /
Good Package. Age Gap 4 Yrs, Direct
Contact: 8309610955

» OR
MALAYALAM EZHAVA MBBS, 29, Atham.
Chennai Settled. Seek Groom from
U.S, Canada, UK, Chennai, Banga-
lore, Delhi, Mumbai. Ph: 9962959559

SUITABLE DOCTOR groom for Chennai
based Doctor, aged 42, (5'9"). con-
tact n0.9840728288

HINDU NADAR 28 yrs/170 Cms,
Ph.D., Germany Fair Good looking
Tamil girl. Father in Chennai seeks
groom with good education and decent
family background. Ct: 9444075051.

HINDU NADAR 25/167 fair B.Tech SWE
in reputed MNC at Chennai 16L/PA

from  educated affluent  family.
Seeks suitable educated and well
settled groom in Govt /MNC. Ct
9971954420

TAMIL BRAHMIN lyer Girl, Doctor
Pharma, Chitirai, Vadoolam, 25
Years, Seeks Professionally quali-
fied groom. Contact: 9840098305

BENGALI GIRL, 36/52",PhD (USA),
working in Bangalore as senior sci-

entist, parents retired doctors in
Kolkata. ~ Email:  writetosugata@
gmail.com

CM
K

THEse HINDU

BRINGING PEOPLE TOGETHER

RC SC 31/152 BE Good-looking Fair
Slim Disciplined Settled Working
for TN Govt. UPSC aspirant Di-
vorcee No children Preferring the
same Ct:7708487103,
emmanuel.ediz28 @gmail.com

HINDU, MBBS, Indian Revenue Ser-
vice (IRS) Bride seeks Bridegroom.
Caste / State No bar. Contact
8122063593

HINDU- ARUNTHATHIYAR 27 Dr ( PG)
decent fair good looking girl par-
ents seeks suitable professional
boys from same decent educated fam-
ily. contact : 9444723444(after 06
00PM)

HINDI
PQM 4 Sriv 33/5'1"/Delhi based,
Gori, MCA, Father Retbank emp.

Pref boy wkg in metros 9661389408
mhtsnh@gmail.com

IAS / ALLIED SERVICES
IRS CUSTOMS 30yrs/156cms/fair beau-
tiful  from affluent family, di-

vorcee looking for civil servants/
businessmen/doctors 9962441400

ONIAL

CLASS

[AMIL

MUDALIAR /PILLAI 5.1, 33yrs Fair,
MCA uper midle class setled Chen-
nai seeks profy qulifd Groom
8925640261

HINDU NADAR 30, M.E/ 164cm/ 1L/
CTS/ Groom KA Raman Nadar/
ramannadar2004@gmail.com / W-
9380791999

U.S.A (HINDU Nadar) 25 / B.Tech
working US. 5 Lakh PM. Seeks US Al-
liance 98845 10869

HINDU/SC-AD M.Com, M.Phil, 28 yrs
/165 cms, Asst. Professor/Vellore,
seeks groom from Hindu SC-AD family
only. Gt.9626047279.

Tamil Mudaliyar,1987, Hastham,158/
56,PG, Wrkg in Govt.PSU, Divorced,
seeking same caste (unmarried/Wido-
wer)Edu,PQM,good habits,<38yrs,sett-
led in Coimbatore. BHP: 9092120222

NADAR MBBS, DGO, 27yrs, Fair Bride
| Seeks Doctors Groom or Rich Oth-
ers. Ph: 7338812126

KONGU VELLALAR Gownder 24yrs BE,
(MBA), Senior Analyst Pvt Chennai.
Seeks Groom in Same Caste.
Ct:9865216100

HINDU YADAVA Girl 35/155 cm
MA (Eng)., B.Ed.,(TET-Passed) Seeks
Suitable Groom Ct: 6381234800.

MALAYALAM
NAIR GIRL Revathi 27/153, BE Chen-

nai settled, employed, seeks Chen-
nai settled Nair family. 9500012855

Nair girl from TVM, 27/157, BTech/
MBA (IIMB), MNC in Chennai, Seeking
compatible alliance Ph:9947718521
Email: cranithanandan @gmail.com

NAIR GIRL, Age : 37 Thiruvonam,Msc
Bioinformatics Currently working at a
research Institute in Bangalore(Ready
to relocate). Seeks alliance from pro-
fessionally Qualified, well employed
boys. 9447913459.

MALAYALAM  DOCTOR  Hindu
Ezhuva Girl Makayiram 27/157,
MBBS, MD (Paediatrics) Fair, Good
Looking base in Chennai settled in
Mavelikara Kerala Rich Educated
family seeks alliance. Tel:
9176251309/ 7305329667

NAIR GIRL 25Y/154cm star Ashwathi
architect employed at Chennai
seeks alliance from professionally
qualified well employed grooms
from Nair family. 9445293468

NAIR GIRL 26, Fair, Thiruvathira,
M.Tech,  Trivandrum.  Phone
9249437529

HINDU EZHAVA girl 30/57" MBA,
MNC, salary 30 L/A, looking Malay-
alee groom equally qualified work-
ing outside Kerala. Call
9447284858 or email erpnmohanan@
gmail.com

NR|
DOCTOR GROOM USMLE Passed match
from a decent family for a beauti-
ful, slim, charming girl to USA
Citizen and valued family. she is
26,163 cm, cont+1 (224)3340094/
+91 9444035849

TA M ‘ -
RC CHRISTIAN 36yrs/167cms Software
Egr Unmarried Udayar Fair Good
looking. Seeks suitable unmarried
groom. Ctijoseph154@gmail.com
9943084508

CHRISTIAN NADAR well settled fami-
ly from Chennai seeks alliance for
their elder Daughter 28/ 5.3
Height, MBA Looking for a God fear-
ing  Groom, well settled family,
with Good job or Business. Ct:
7811999777

CHRISTIAN GIRL 31years Engineering
Graduate working in Chennai Wanted
an Engineering Graduate Groom from
a decent literate family 9444325317

Muslim Rowther 26 years M.Tech
Working Bride Seeks Suitable Tamil
Speaking Groom. M.E and N.E Coun-
trys and Tamil Nadu 98428 98610.

ROMAN CATHOLIC Sozhia Vellala
Tamil Girl 45 /158 /MBA /
Wheatish, Good Looking, Unmarried,
Employed, Earning Handsome Salary
Seeks Suitable Groom Preferably
Unmarried.Caste  no  bar.Contact
Arokiaya Mari 9840022828 between 7
pmand 10 pm.

CSI CHRISTIAN Nadar Girl Fair,
Good Looking, 03-04-1986 born /
152cm / M.Sc M.Phil, working as As-
sistant Professor in a Reputed Wom-
en’s College, Mount Road, Chennai.
Both Parents Doctors  (Private),
Suitable Alliance, Employed / Set-
ted in Chennai / With Clean
Habits from Same Community. Con-
tact: 9841182514

GIRL,33 YRS. Fair, Grammani,Thiru-

vathirai, ~B.com, MBA  working.
Seeks  suitable  groom.  Con-
tact:75987 75261

AGAMUDI MUDALIAR (Vellore), Elite
Family, 29/165, PG, Working HR in
MNC Seeks MS/ M.Tech Groom
9176780777

HINDU SC, Chennai, 30/167 BE, MBA,
Project Manager, 13L/pa Swathi,
Ragu Kethu dosham, CNB. Ct:
8754502111

TAMIL GIRL 28/172cm BE, LLB(IIT)
SSE in Railways seeks PQM Gud fami-
ly Settled Caste no bar Ct
8838052540

HINDU NADAR 33 BE MS 180cm 6Lac
Monthly Working in Canada Seeks
Suitable Groom KA.Raman Nadar
9380791999

HINDU ADIDRAVIDAR Kongu Parayar 30

BE, M.Tech, Ph.D Seeks Educated
Profnl Groom. 8760883559/
8973345370.

: ond Marriage,

HINDU SC(PR) 33yrs, M.Tech, Phd.
Nano, looking for suitable Groom.
Contact: 88074 92527.

CSINADAR 31 MBBS MS 162 Fair Di-
vorce Girl VIP Family Seeks CSI
Doctor BE MS Tamil Mother Tongue
Good Family Contact 7550113468
9884188849

VANNAR (MBC) 25/167 BE MS (Amster-
dam) far smart seeks suitable
groom. Bio-data to bhuvie.tamil@
gmail.com

HINDU NADAR Girl 32/147cm fair
B.Tech., M.B.A.,, prefers educated,
good looking, affulent family back-
ground boy from same community.
cont: 9944332299

HINDU SC PR Kongu 1984 MBBS
DCH Doctor, working in Govt Hospital
seeks suitable groom.CT:94436-80973

HINDU NADAR, MSC, 33, Rasi:Simmam
/ Star:Magam, Working in Bank,
Seeking Suitable Groom.
Ct:8190900067

HINDU MA 35/163cm, Divorcee,having
1 child,working in IT Sector, 7L
PA,Seeks suitable Bride Groom, Sec-
Divorcee  with/with-
Hindu any caste

out child,
Ct:8807733824

TAMIL BRAHMIN lyer girl, B.E.,
Vadamal Bharadwajam Thiruvadirai,
25 yrs / 165 cms / Suddha jathagam
[ Chennai, seeks Professionally
qualified / Chartered Accountants
from same community. Subsect no
bar. Please send details and horo-
scope to asvaralakshmi31@gmail.com

IYER 26,M.Tech.160 cms, fair, good
looking, Moolam, Kashyapa gothram,
well employed in Chennai seeks suita-
ble alliance from IYER boys, smart,
well educated, well employed in India,
upto 30 years from respectable Kerala/
Tamil lyer family. Respond with full
particulars;

e-mail: madomputhan@gmail.com

IYER BOY

Highly Educaled Iyer Girl
hails from a rich and corporate |
family seeks affluent, well placed |
or into big business, corporate|
family,

The Boy should be tall and born|
between 1989 to 1992 from similar
background. ‘

brahminexclusive@gmail.com

GROOM ¢
WANTED '
! Mudhaliar F 29
ht 5.4 Ft Slim, -
M.B.A .Ioblsettfed
@blr Dhanusu Sign
Moola star seeks
well educated. Good|
looking, Smart
Groom with clean
habit, well placed
llndialAbroad. Age
bet 30-32 yrs same
~ » community
. preferable. @

0 98440 79006

WANTED BUSINESS GROOM TAMIL
lyer Boy with good background (DOB
1992 Above ) from Tamil Nadu only
Send Horoscope & photo with details
for Fair Girl 1997/5.5, Vadama/Nythru-
pa Kashiba/Porattathi, Sutha Jatha-
gam, MA, Admin power Preparing for
Civil UPSC Exam, Talent in Carnatic
music. Call:- 9003076172 Mail
metroravi98 @ gmail.com

TELUGU

NAIDU 26/154. State Govt ‘B’ grade

officer. Works in CBE. Anusham.
Suddha jathakkam, Seeks employed
room from settled family in TN.
T: 8122347357.

SUITABLE GROOM required for Balija
Naidu, fair girl,54, 24, B.Tech,
M.B.A, Adv Dip. German language,
employed, CNB, 9611970123,
9880936466.

SC-AD BDS 25 /160 cm medium com-
plexion seeks BDS/MBBS Chennai
based  teetotaler ~ groom  Ph
9444301934

SC ARUNTHATHIYAR Thiruvathirai /
Mithunam 09-09-85 MSc employed
seeks suitable groom Ph:9150331377

RC NADAR, M.A.,37/155cms, Railways,
ICF-Chennai. Seeks suitable Match.
7305411849/ chella.ranis @gmail.com

HINDU SADHU Chetty, 27/174cm,
Kettai, Viruchigam, Fair, MBBS pre-
sently Medical Practioner at reputed
Hospital, preparing NEET PG Exam,
Father employed at Central Govt.
seeks Tamil Doctor Groom. Caste No
Bar. Ct : 9443502210.

ASST. PROF. TULUVA VELLAL MUDALIAR
Good looking Girl 33 ( Uthirat-
tathy, Meenam, Ph.D(Physics) Fami-
ly Seeks Alliance from First & Un-
married Bachelor Bridegroom Aged
33 - 36 Yrs, Employed, Caste No
Bar. CT: After 7 PM: 9940840760,
7550245659

KAMMA NAIDU Telugu Girl 24/160
B.Tech Fair and Good Looking em-
ployed in Chennai Seeks Alliance
Same Community Boy Preferably Ca-
reer Oriented in India. Send Bioda-
ta to ravi.gkfam @ gmail.com

NAIDU 29 / 170 cm,Fair Good Look-
ingMDS in SRMC,Seeks Suitable
Groom from Well Settled Family
9840391031

GROOMS WANTED ELITE (NAIDU) 22/M.E
(own 4 Petrol Bunk Chennai) Rich
family Seeks Groom Ph -98845 10761

BALIJA NAIDU 27/158 Fair BE/IT com-
pany seeks suitable Groom from Edu-
cated/Decent Family. Mob 9600163283

BALIJA NAIDU Widow No encumbrance
well to do 51/ 5.7 seeks Eucated,
Well settled Telugu Widower / Di-
vorcee. Ct: 8807703450

NAIDU,26/166,BEAUTIFUL, MBBS, MD
Doing, Educated Affluent Fmly,
CNB. Seeks Dr/Engr. 7299576644,
7299576666

»

TELUGU

WANTED

GROOM
Padmashali 25 yrs,
57", MBBS, MS
(OBG), Fellowship in
Reproductive
Medicine -IVF
(Homerton Unversity,
Lendon), Doctor
parents having 150
beds own Hospitals.
Req: Only from well
settled Affluent Family
Caste: BC /0C

9030113135

£&S A

TELUGL

BALIJA NAIDU 26/155/V.Fair, B.Com
CA Working MNC Seeks Fair Educated
Empld room Decent  Family
9444361010

KAMMA NAIDU BE, MS in USA, 1980/
163, Uthiram seeks BE, MS Groom.
CT: 99762 54300.

URDU

SMU , Divorce Girl M. E. 33/174,Na-
mazi seeks pious divorce Groom,
min graduate decent job, within
TN, with or without issue.
8939447800, khader090837 @ gmail.com

URDU MUSLIM, 38yrs Divorcee, Govt.
Asst Prof, Fair, Issueless. Seek-
ing Chennai Based Groom. 9025067019

BRIDES WANTED

DKV 32/173/73 B.E, Hastam, Manag-
er, Govt bank seeks bride from edu-
cated family. 9940507235

MBBS MS (Govt Dr) age 31 1Lakh per
month Good Looking,Well Settled.
Need Dr/ BE any PG 6374767370

DOCTOR MD (Radiology) 34 years Hin-
du Tamil SC Pondicherry seeks doc-
tor girl contact 7708756395

HINDI
1985/175CN. IT. 25 Lakhs PA. Chen-

nai. Father Doctor. Seeks well edu-
cated bride. WhatsApp: 96290 12248

KANYAKUBJ/ SARYUPARIN brahmin work-
ing girl. My son is 32 years, fair,
58" tall, works in US top bank
Wells Fargo at Bangalore, earns
25+ lakh per yearHe also owns
apartment.Prefrence  for  Lucknow

girl. Pls contact-8853218210

8%

TAMIL

WE ARE looking for a BRAHMIN GIRL
or Any Veg. Caste Girl for our SON
whose Qual: M. Com, 5ft 8" and
fair. Mob: 8527903874 / 9539244401.

TAMIL IYER Ashtasahasram Haridha
Gothram Ayilyam 31/180 Fair Hand-
some B.Tech MS (USA) S/W Developer
IBM Cloud Austin Texas invites
equally qualified USA employed Al-
liance sub sect no bar. Whatsapp
9176943590

MUDALIYAR, 29YRS 175cms, Father in-
to Business, Chennai. Family is af-
fluent. Looking for a compatible
and well educated Affluent bride
from any community. Ct : 99406
44309

SENGUNTHA MUDALIAR BE(EEE)
Age:31,Suddha Jhatakam Natchatram:
Anusham, Rasi:Virutchigam, Project
Engineer, Work:Riyadh, Saudi Arabia,
Salary:Two Lakhs. CT:94423-52011.

ISRO’S SCIENTIST, Hindu: SC-AD, 36
years, M.tech, salary 1.2 LPM, Sud-
hajathakam: Simmam-Magam, We ex-
pect the bride from the appropri-
ate horoscope, Trichy. CASTE NO
BAR - 7418084180 / 9443158169

TAMIL

MUDALIAR 29, M.Tech, MBA,16L P.A,
176cm, Smart, Well Settled Family
Seeks Bride CNB 8778514465/
7200866346

SAIVAPILLAI ALLIANCE invited for
our son 34, 511", handsome, B.E.,
M.B.A., Manager, Chennai. Seeking
ood looking, vegetarian  bride
rom decent educated family. Con-
tact 9585012908

MUDALIAR 38yrs High Status Inno-
cent divorcee govt 12LPA. Simple edu-
cated bride FC,BC,MBC. 8778934848

BRAHMIN - Divorcee 42 BE, MBA, IT,
Clean Habit. Seeks Suitable Bride
34 to 40 Yrs Caste No Bar
9003052848

HINDU NADAR, Boy 34years, BE, 1.5
Lac-2.0 Lac. Nadar/Caste No bar.
Tee  totaller  Suitable Bride
7200109069

CANADA BOY holding PR Naidu 32/185
MS Engg from USA, Pooram/Simha-
rasi, working in Toronto Earning 1
Lakhs CAD PA. Seeking a Good Look-
ing, Height min157cm & Profession-
ally Qualified bride from affluent
Hindu family wiling to settle in
Canada. Sub Caste No bar. Contact:
9941379031,  atchaluvijayarengan@
gmail.com

SC 38, 178 B.Tech, M.Sc. M.B.A
Clean Habits Dr/Er any suitable
Working Bride. Caste No Bar.
Ct:9952089394

HINDU THEVAR, B.Com, 45 years,
Legally divorced, Own House & Busi-
ness in Chennai. Seeks suitable
bride  with  respectable  family.
Caste no bar. Ct: 9941872820

HINDU SC, AD,44/173cm, Anusham/
Vrichikam, B. TECH, MBA Working in
Central Govt Company, Chennai Look-
ing for Suitable Bride. First Mar-
riage Only. Caste / Religion No
Bar 8056026333 / perumalvs@
hotmail.com

IYER VADAMA Native Trichy 42,
Fair, Emloyed in Chennai, Clean
Habits, Only Son. 9791453205 /
9962917322

Exclusive matchmaking service for the elite

From BharatMatrimony

Matrimon

match. Contact: 6366448346

community. Contact: 6366448346

6366448344

ELITE BRIDES WANTED

BRAHMIN, 31, 173 cms, Businessman, Masters in
Management from a premier Institute. Lives in
Bangalore. Father is a working Professional. Looking
for a well educated match. Contact: 6366448343

BRAHMIN, 35, 168 cms, Divorced, Professional,
Chartered Accountant. Lives in Bangalore. Father is a
working Professional. Looking for a suitable well
educated match. Contact: 6366448343

VANNIAKULA KSHATRIYAR,
Businessman, Bachelors in Engineering. Lives in
Chennai. Belongs to an affluent business family with a
good net worth. Looking for an affable well educated

UDAYAR/CASTE NO BAR, 30, 173 cms,
Professional, Masters in Engineering. Lives in USA.
Father is retired. Family is financially well off. Looking
for a compatible well educated match from any

MUSLIM, 24, 168 cms, Professional, Masters in
Engineering. Lives in Chennai. Father is a Professional.
Family is affluent. Looking for a compatible and well
educated match from the same community. Contact:

BRAHMIN, 26,

26, 173 cms,

ELITE GROOMS WANTED

Masters in Business Administration. Lives in Chennai.
Father is a working Professional. Looking for a
compatible match. Contact: 6366448343

MUDALIYAR, 26, 168 cms, Professional, Masters in
Human Resource.
Businessman with a good net worth. Looking for a
suitable well educated match from the same
community. Contact: 6366448346

MUDALIYAR/AGAMUDAYAR, 31, 163 cms,
Masters in Medicine from a reputed Institute. Lives in
Ranipet. Father is an affluent Businessman with a good
net worth. Looking for a suitable well educated match
from the same community. Contact: 6366448345

NADAR, 28, 157 cms, Entrepreneur, Bachelors in
Engineering. Lives in Chennai. Father is an affluent
Businessman with a good net worth. Looking for an
amiable well educated match. Contact: 6366448345

CASTE NO BAR, 26, 164 cms, Bachelors in
Engineering. Lives in Coimbatore. Father is an affluent
Businessman with a good net worth. Looking for a well
educated match. Contact: 6366448344

Free Consultation @ 99629 76000

165 cms, Professional, pursuing

Lives in Hosur. Father is an affluent

KERALA BASED Anglo-Indian boy set-
tled in chennai,MCA graduate,30
yrs,175  cm,workin: in  MN
¢t.:9042206638,9444985328.

INTERCASTE NAIR Boy 1st Marriage
Age35, PVT Bank Legal Manager. Own
House No Brokers Ct: 9840699500

WELL SETTLED Menon Family in Chen-
nai Seeking Alliance for their on-
ly Son (Star Magam) 31 years old,
BTech, MBA Employed in a MNC, also
pursuing an executive MBA from
tier one B School, height 5.9 inch-
es, Fair, Non Smoker. Alliance in-
vited from Similar Families. Ph:
9840553400

HINDU(EZHAVA) BOY, uppr-midle
class famly, 35/172cm, wrkng as
trader in stock market, looking
for alliancemanuirapuram @ gmail.com,
9947512499

37, SOFTWARE Eng, 5'5.5, Athletic,
USA (llinois) seek bride.
shaadi1290 @gmail.com

VISWAKARMA 29/155 maham Ph.d scien-
tist well settled in newyork,seeks
bride studying /working in usa or
indian doctor wiling to settle in
usa.caste nobar.ct 7200771188

SAURASTRA

SOWRASTRA -PALCAR Hastam Kanni 35
B.Com MBA Pvt Manager Chennai 90K
Pm (Ragu Kethu) Deg. Bride
9381725577

TAMIL

RC, 29 / B.E., Cognizant 1 Lakh
(PM) seeks Bride - 98845 10869

CANADA PROFESSOR, 48, Christian
BE, ME, PhD, Rich, Own properties,
Issueless Divorced sought good-loo-
king Christian / Hindu unmarried or di-
vorced bride below 38 years without
kid. All denominations Welcome Caste
no bar. Visiting India this week,Contact
Parents in Chennai 9994418154,
WhatsApp CANADA: 0016475737315.

TAMIL MUSLIM, 29yrs/ 168cm, B.E,
MBA (PGDRM), ASM in Nigeria seeks
Fair, Slim, MBBS/ MD/ MS Bride from
well settled family. Ct: 97891 39281

www.elitematrimony.com

TAMIL

TAMIL, PILLAI, 33,176,fair hand-
some B.Tech, MBA from premier in-

c stitute working in Mumbai, 15L per

annum seeking a good-looking work-
ing girl from a well-to-do family
9894352794

PILLAI AGE 34, Qul:BE,MS, Bank Em-
ployee Divorce Any BC, Unmarried
Bride Wanted Thanjavur  Dist
9443191812

TAMIL
57YS TAMIL lyer Bachelor Chennai
Healthy Elec. 40K Sks blw 51ys
Pure Veg. Only. Widow Slight De-

fect Ok. Divorce pl. Excuse -
9840846524

IYER ATHREYA Swathi 29/176 B.
E.,MBA., working in Chennai asAsst
Manager ~ Manipal ~ Group  of
Tech.,Salary 95k p.m. seeking suit-
able girl.Pref. working in Bank/
ReputedFirms/ Co. Ct: 9487006058

VISWAKARMA, 33 Yrs, B.Tech., MS,
Mirugashirisham, Rishabam, 18L per
annum seeks suitable bride. Con-
tact: +91 8825530897

HANDSOME BOY, 29Yrs 185cm.M.S in
U.S.& Employed in U.S.A for 4Yrs,
Now working in Dubai last 9months
& well settled family.Star Hastham
& BC.Seeks Educated Hindu Bride
(Cast No Bar) for their only
Son.9840041041

SENGUNTHAR MUDALIAR, Chennai Na-
tive, living in Mandaveli, Age 36,
180cm, Magam, Simma Rasi, MBBS
M.D. Pediatrician MRCP, working in
a Prime Hospital Chennai seeks
preferably Doctor Bride. Father is
also Doctor, MBRCP, FRCP. Ct: 044-
24938959, 9445195689,  Email:
selvim5@yahoo.com

PILLA/MUDALIAR, KARUNEEGAR, 30/
178, NV, employed at BGL, 9 lakhs
p.a contact:9422310570,9443715310

HINDU SC Adidravidar, 33, MTech
Civil  Engineer, Thiruvonam Maga-
ram, Working in Dubai. Ph: 96003
82674

SENGUNTHAR / Pillai (CNB) 165cm
36years B.E, Middle Class, Settled
Chennai, Seeking Good Family Bride
Ph: 8838909035 / WhatsApp -
9952906501

MUDALIAR,1972/180CM UTHIRADA/
Makaram, M.E.,Ph.D, Asst Prof, Di-
vorcee seeks Divorcee/ Widow with-
out Child. Ct: 9840371485

MUDALIAR PH.D 35,suddha Jathakam,
Uthiradam, Rasi Danusu, Profession-
HOD, 9.6L/annum, Chennai,expect ed-
ucated or working bride with suit-
able horoscope, Caste no bar
9994527891

MUDALIAR SAIVAM 6ft, 28, BE TCS
SWE 6L/PA. Hastham, Upper Class,
Seek  Suitable  Graduate  Girl.
9629276108

HINDU IYENGAR 28 B.E. IT Analysts
at TCS Chennai. Salary 7 Lakhs P.A
Seeks Educated Employed, Veg
Bride. Caste No Bar. Email:
madhavan_sk@hotmail.com or Call
98844 53335

Our Son 46 Yrs USA Working 2 Mas-
ters Engineering, Canadian Citizen,
Seeks Brahmin Girl 35-38 Contact
9488761825

TAMIL IYER Vadama Sandilyam 53yrs
168cms IT Professional Never Mar-
ried No Dependents Seeks Suitable
Bride Kind Hearted Women.Ct:
9841003125

BRAHMIN VISAGAM groom(29)B.Com(CA)
Kowsikam, Logistics Manager. 6.2
Lk pa. OwnHouse in Chennai
9600126168

BRAHMIN, 40, ASSOCIATE Project Man-

ager HCL Technologies Madurai,
Seeks any Brahmin Girl, Ct
9487851429

IYER,VADAMA, 40YEAR. Self Employed
Chartered  Accountant. Right leg
slightly short. He can walk and
drive vehicle normally. Need suit-
able Bride. Call 9994934568

TAMIL IYER Boy NaithrupaKashyapa
Mrigasirisham 39yrs 6ft ITManager
never married seeks suitable bride
9444402146

WANTED BRIDE

Age 33, Vellalar Pillai, BE,
ECE, 171/ 68 kg, working as
a Software Architect in
International Bank Singa-
pore, Tanjore origin, well
settled, wedding function
void (annuled). Expected
bride with a degree, good
family background (caste &
(status no bar). Contact:

+918220007064

[FIEDS

<LKk LIFE MADE SIMPLE S50

TA

MIL

Hindu, Caste No Bar: A Well - Established
& Affluent Business Family Invites
Suitable and Well - Disciplined, Like-minded Brides for their

TWO SONS

AGE: 29Yrs, HEIGHT: 5ft 9in,
CHARACTER: A well-discipli

Well

AGE: 28Yrs, HEIGHT: 5ft 9in,
CHARACTER: A well-disclplined

DU

AL
SUNNI MUSLIM Urdu, New York em-
ployed, 35, 511" , engineer,
Columbia University alumnus, only
son of professional family, seeks
suitable bride. Contact
8050010888

SMU 31Y 6ft khula no issue B.E own
Busines 2L PM Chennai seeks Gud
Looking Bride CT 9043572940/
8056265940

Well lect

d, and i t person.

d, and ii | person.

.= SPE GROUP +:

Share your Pr

e & Photograph to Below mentioned mail ID

Email ID: sperealtors@gmail.com
NAME: MALATHY, contacT no: 99406 44309

BALIJA NAIDU 36yrs, Aswini, B.E,
PGDM from IIM working in Central
govt P.S.U in Hyderabad. Ct:
9445412753

OWN TEXTILE Showroom (5 Floors)

Chennai, Padma Saliyar Chettiyar

29/M.Sc. Monthly 1 Crore above

?(i)cf&Seeks Bride. Chennai - 98845
U

YADAVA, TELUGU 32 yrs, 168 cm,
M.Tech 85K pm Chennai good net-
worth seeks qualified fair bride
9677003920

TELU

BRIDE WANTED for our son Age 32,
Graduate, Hindu, Naidu. Contact -
70222 27729 / 98949 79361

NAIDU, 30/180, MD, Ramachandra,
15Lac, Educated Affluent Family,
CNB. Seeks Dr/Engr. 7299576644,
7299576666

Lingayat 37Y Veg M.Sc, IT Job,
Seeks  Telugu/Kannada Lingayat/
Brahmin Girl, 30-37 Y Ct: 8688230917.

SENIOR EXECUTIVE/MNC Chennai
37/5.6 Divorcee seek Unmarried or
Khula Namazi SMU Girl. 9962398590

LOOKING FOR Sunni Muslim Bride for
my son 35, 5.2 " B.Com settled in
Canada. Girl between 27 and 33
years from South India. Must be a
graduate and working girl. contact
416-553-2786 or email
-parvezahmed|68 @hotmail.com”

SMU PARENTS seek suitable alliance
for son 30/ BE(CS) working in Ban-
glore. 8754583349/ nayeem48@
yahoo.com

MARRIAGE BUREAU

MUSLIM ALLIANCE only. Married/ Un-
married.  Best Rib  matched.
7200176211

FOR ALL Types of Muslim Alliances
Call Faridha: 9840223815

All Caste Matrimony, IAS, IPS, IRS,
IES, IIT, lIM, Dr. ENGG, SWE, Busi-
ness Ct: 9966621170/7396915712

AUTOMOTIVE

SELLING
TOYOTA

Toyota LAND CRUISER V8
2018 Tamilnadu Registered
White, Diesel, 42000 Kms
4 new Michelin Tyres,
Fancy#, Recently Service done
Showroom condition for sale.

|
A q 9840953737 / 9841123737
A% Chennai-600041

RELIANT DRILLING

A PREMIER MINING COMPANY
LOCATED IN District Rajsamand,
Rajasthan With Head Office
In New Delhi

o MASTER TRAINER
(FOR JUMBOISOLO OPERATORS)
¢ JUMBO DRILLING OPERATORS
¢ S0L0 LONG HOLE DRILLING
OPERATORS
o MULTI SKILL OPERATORS

( CANDIDATES WITH ]

5+YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Apply at :

info@reliantdrilling.co.in.

BUSINESS OFFER
|___BUSINESS ___|

LOOKING FOR Financial Partners for
our Supply Chain and Super Market
Projects. Ct: 6381095123.

BUSINESS FOR SALE

CHENNAI BASED 23 yrs old well es-
tablished popular profitably  run-
ning Spoken English Institute for
sale. Nine Course Materials, Cus-
tomer Data, Good Will, Equipment
Furniture 20L. neg. Ct: 9150472959.

FACTORY SALE suit for automobile/
Industrial products in N
:9003008458

FINANCE

UNIQUE AND EASY
FINANCING
SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIAN BUSINESS

1 SBA LOANS

I TERM LOANS

I FINANCE BASED /5%
ON PROJECTS

I WORKING CAPITAL
LOANS

9176620399 9
9962299391 <A

crm.kgpl@gmail.com

STARTING AT

PERSONAL

CHANGE OF NAME

| Gupesh, S/o Anil Kumar R/o V.P.O
Kherian, Teh. Dehra, Distt. Kangra, Hi-
machal Pradesh Changed my Name to
Gopesh Dhillon vide Affidavit Dt: 03/
07/2021 Sworn before Notary Viren-
der, Dehra.

EDUCATIONAL
COLLEGES

A BHARAT HINDI
SABHA, MADRAS

Post Graduate and Research Institute
(Declared by Parliament as an Institution of
National Importance by Act 14 of 1964)
Accredited with 'B+' Grade by NAAC

ADMISSION 2021-2022
REGULAR COURSES

1.M.A. (Hindi) Language &
Literature: Two Years
(Semester System)

2. P.G. Diploma in Translation /
Journalism : (One Year)

3. B.Ed. (Hindi Medium): Two
Years

4. M.Ed. (Hindi Medium): Two
Years. Only at Dharwad,
(Karnataka)

(All B.Ed./ M.Ed. Colleges
are Recognized by
NCTE, SRC, New Delhi)

5. Hindi Pracharak Training
Course : One Year (at Tamil
Nadu & Andhra Pradesh)

Last date for Submission

of filled up Applications:
30.09.2021

Applicants may contact directly

to the concerned College.

Visit PGRI website for
details of Courses:
www.dbhpscentral.org

REGISTRAR

THE=»4 2 HINDU
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries and
satisfy themselves about the authenticity
of an advertisement before responding to
publication / advertisement any in this
newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD.,
the Publisher & Owner of this newspaper,
does not vouch for the genuineness of any
advertisement or advertiser or for any of
the advertiser's products and/or services.
In no event can the Owner, Publisher,
Printer, Editor, Director(s), Employee(s) of
this newspaper / company be held re-
sponsible/liable in any manner what so
ever for any claims and/or damages for
publications / advertisements in this
newspaper.

HIMACHAL PRADESH JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG
“NOTICE INVITING TENDER”

Online bids on lump sum basis are invited by the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Division No-I Kasumpti Shimla -9
(HP) on behalf of Governor Himachal Pradesh in electronic system in three covers for the under motioned work
from contractors/Firms of appropriate class enlisted with HP Jal Shakti Vibhag.

providing LWSS to various GPs under Jal Shakti Sub
Division Koti Tehsil & Distt Shimla HP under Jal Jeevan
Mission- Har Ghar Nal Se Jal in single package on
“turn-key job basis” including & testing run, defect and
liability period as 1 year after physical completion of all
components of the scheme)

Sr. Name of Work Estimated |Earnest |Time |Cost of

No. Cost Money form

1. |Engineering , procurement, construction, testing, | Rs. Rs. Two | 2500/
commissioning, trial run of various components of | 24,12,98,324/- |24,12,983/-| Years

Key Dates:-

I. | Date of online publication

24,07.2021 at 5.00 PM

II. | Downloading of e-tender Documents

From 24.07.2021 at 5:00 PM
Up to 09.08.2021 at 5.00 PM

Date of submission of e-tendering

From 24.07.2021 at 5:00 PM
Up to 09.08.2021 at 5.00 PM

agency atthe earliest.

which s free of cost.

Shimla-171009.

HP/2697/21-22

IV. | Pre Bid Meeting date 05.08.2021 at 11.00 AM in the chamber
of Engineer-in-Chief Jal Shakti Vibhag
Tutikandi Shimla-5
V. | Physically submission of EMD and cost of tender if not From 24.07.2021 at 5:00 PM
submitted online as per NIT/ Form PWA 6 Upto 10.08.2021at 11.00 AM
1. FDR- Fixed deposit/NSC, 2. DD- Demand Draft
VI. | Date of opening of technical bid 10.08.2021 at 11.30 AM
Date of opening of financial bid Shall be intimated Separately
AVAILABILITY OF FORMS: -

1) Tenders are to be submitted only on PWD forms/BOQ as prescribed and can be downloaded from
https://hptenders.gov.in As the bids are to be submitted online are required to be encrypted and DSC (Digital
Signature Certificate). The bidders are advice to obtained DSC from suitable vender and for any authorized

2) Tender documents consisting of the detailed plans, specifications, schedule of quantities of various items of
work, and the set of conditions of to be complied with can be download or viewed online from the portal
https://hptenders.gov.in on the date(s) & time given above by the firms/individual registered on the website

For any clarification please contact the O/o Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti Division No-i, Kasumpti

HIM SUCHNA AVAM JAN SAMPARK

e-mail: kasumptidivision@gmail.com

Executive Engineer,

Jal Shakti Division No-|
Kasumpti Shimla-171009.
(HP)Phone Off: 0177 — 2620591

crackling nwears on weswpoungwarkdoubcom

»

{@UNG Weak
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‘Victory of farmers top priority’

Whenever they call me, I will go barefoot and take their blessings, says Sidhu

Governor
appointment
copy denied

VIKAS VASUDEVA
CHANDIGARH

The President of India’s se-
cretariat has denied giving
copy of order of appoint-
ment of Haryana Governor
Bandaru Dattatreya under
the Right To Information
Act, 2005, on the pretext
that the said warrant is a
communication between
two constitutional func-
tionaries (President and
Governor) in a fiduciary re-
lationship.

Hemant Kumar, an ad-
vocate at Punjab and Ha-
ryana High Court had
through RTI, sought the co-
py of order of appointment
of Mr. Dattatreya as Gover-
nor of Haryana.

In the reply to the RTI
application, the Presi-
dent’s Secretariat on July
23, said, “The Warrant of
Appointment of the Gover-
nor is a communication
between two constitution-
al functionaries in a fiduci-
ary relationship. Hence a
copy of the same can’t be
provided in terms of Sec-
tion 8(1)(e)of the RTI Act,
2005.” Mr. Kumar has filed
an appeal to the appellate
authority of the secreta-
riat.

Mucormycosis brought
under Rajasthan govt.

health insurance scheme
State had declared it epidemic in May

MOHAMMED IQBAL
JAIPUR

The treatment of mucormy-
cosis or black fungus, which
affects people recovering
from COVID-19 infection
during the second wave of
the pandemic, has been ad-
ded to a flagship health insu-
rance scheme of the Rajas-
than government with the
expansion of its ambit. A
large number of these cases
were reported from Jaipur,
Jodhpur, Sirohi and Kota
districts.

The State government
had in May this year de-
clared mucormycosis an epi-
demic and a notifiable dis-
ease, and made it
mandatory for the health fa-
cilities to report every case
of the disease. The notifica-
tion issued under the Rajas-
than Epidemic Diseases Act,
2020, directed “integrated
and coordinated” treatment
of mucormycosis along with
that for COVID-19.

Though the Chief Minis-
ter’s Chiranjeevi Swasthya
Bima Yojana has benefited
over 1.20 lakh people with

free medical treatment in
less than three months of its
launch, the authorities have
taken note of reports that
some empanelled hospitals
charged the beneficiaries for
treatment relating to CO-
VID-19 and mucormycosis.
State Health Assurance
Agency chief executive offic-
er Aruna Rajoria said here
on Saturday that a provision
had been made for refund in
such cases. The State go-
vernment had assigned no-
dal officers in all zones to re-
solve complaints in this
regard.

Cashless cover
Launched on May 1, the Chi-
ranjeevi Swasthya Bima Yo-
jana has registered more
than 1.30 crore families,
comprising nearly 80% of
the State’s population. The
scheme is acclaimed as the
most affordable health poli-
cy, offering cashless annual
cover of up to 35 lakh for all.
The beneficiaries are re-
quired to pay an annual pre-
mium of 850 per family. Re-
gistration is free for families.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHANDIGARH

Newly appointed Punjab
Congress chief Navjot Singh
Sidhu on Saturday said for
him the “victory” of the Sa-
myukt Kisan Morcha (SKM)
is the top priority and he
will go “barefoot” to meet
farmers protesting against
the Centre’s farm laws whe-
never they call him.

Farmers have been prot-
esting at Delhi borders since
late November, demanding
the repeal of the laws.

“I consider the victory of
the Samyukt Kisan Morcha
as my top priority. I have
been calling the farmers’ ag-
itation as sacred for the past
one year,” Mr. Sidhu told re-
porters at Chamkaur Sahib,
where he got a rousing re-
ception from party workers,
a day after taking charge as
the State Congress chief.

Party supporters sho-
wered flower petals on Mr.
Sidhu as his cavalcade
passed through various plac-
es. The cricketer-turned-pol-
itician also visited various
religious places. Later, he
told reporters at Morinda
that he wants to ask the prot-
esting farmers how can the
State government assist

Punjab Congress chief Navjot Singh Sidhu coming out of his

residence in Patiala on Saturday.

them in their cause.

“I want to ask them how
our government’s power can
help them in a big way.
Look, rising cost, declining
yield and income for the
past 25 years are forcing
farmers to hold agitation. It
is our intention that this so-
cial movement should con-
vert into an economic pow-
er,” Mr. Sidhu.

He recalled that he had
put up a black flag at his
house in support of the agi-
tating farmers. “Whenever
they call me, I will go bare-
foot and take their bless-
ings,” he added.

He also raised the issues
concerning the desecration

=PTI

cases, power tariffs and
drug menace. “Every Punja-
bi wants justice in ‘beadbi’
(desecration) of the Guru Sa-
hib,” Mr. Sidhu said. He said
people want to know the
names of the big fish behind
the drug menace.

High power tariff

“Why we have a power pur-
chase contract at 18 a unit
when it is available at 32 per
unit. When we know every
year, solar power rates are
declining by 20%, then why
Punjab pays from 7 to 18
per unit. Why should it not
be bought from the national
grid? We have to give answ-
ers to all these questions,”

Farmers show
black flags

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
RUPNAGAR

A group of farmers showed
black flags to Navjot Singh
Sidhu when he arrived here
to pay obeisance at a gurd-
wara. They also raised slo-
gans against him for his
“thirsty walks to the well” re-
mark made on Frida

Mr. Sidhu said raising the is-
sue of power high tariff.

He further said his party
has an an 18-point agenda.
“Every MLA, MP and worker
is a guard of this agenda and
it has to be implemented,”
asserted Mr. Sidhu.

“We have no option other
than this to move forward,”
said Mr. Sidhu while point-
ing towards the 18-point
agenda.

The party high command
last month had asked Pun-
jab Chief Minister Amarin-
der Singh to act on 18 issues,
including the desecration of
the Guru Granth Sahib,
drugs and power purchase
agreements.

Villagers clash
with police in
eastern Assam

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

At least six persons were
injured when scores of pe-
ople from Baghjan village
in Tinsukia district of east-
ern Assam clashed with the
security forces on Saturday
demanding compensation
for damage caused by a
natural gas well blowout
more than a year ago.

The Well No. 5 in the
Bahgjan oilfield operated
by Oil India Ltd. (OIL)
caught fire less than a fort-
night after the blowout on
May 27, 2020.

Foreign experts could
kill the well only after 173
days.

By that time, three OIL
employees and birds and
aquatic animals in the ad-
joining Maguri-Motapung
wetland had died.

The protesters claimed
large swathes of paddy
fields were rendered un-
productive and ponds too
contaminated for aquatic
life.

“We have paid a com-
pensation amount of al-
most 103 crore according
to the guidelines of the Na-
tional Green Tribunal,” an
OIL official said.

®Pyrani Chung!

@Gopalpura Road

®Gyarki Thad
@ansarover Metro Station

Location Map (Not to Scale)

aua Sadek Rd

®RUMNAGAREXTENTION

PROPOSED

®Raitay Track

to buy a COMMERCIAL PLOT

IN SWAGE FARM,

NEW SANGANER ROAD, JAIPUR

Maximum | Maximum Bid Increament | EMD Depositing | Last Date & _—
Property| Area | o\ “heioht |Coverage| BSP | Amount in Multiple & Bidding Starting|  Time for | Bidding End
Detail | (Sq.Mt) (Meter) | Area | (RS) |(PerSaMu)i g e (PerSqML)| Date & Time |Depositing Emp| Date &Time
Plot No. Within 26/07/2021, | 24/08/2021, | 25/08/2021,
W8 | 75000 |2.00 | 18w | W |21,00,000.00|1,40000.00(  50.00 bnj2021, | 2408281, | 2508212

For auction terms & Condition plz visit JDA website

www.jda.urban.rajasthan.gov.in

For more details of Plots, Call

+91-9462 569 696

INDIRA CIRCLE, JAWAHAR LAL NEHRU MARG, JAIPUR-302004

Samwad/C/3902/2021-2022

$S

General Public is hereby informed that
one girl Namely: Kajal, D/o Raju, R/o:
H.No. A-2/48, Nand Nagri, Delhi has been
missing/kidnapped since 09.07.2021
from her house from the area of P.S. Nand
Nagri, Delhi In this regard a case vide DD
No. 42A dated 10.07.2021 has been

Y
|

ING/KIDNAPPED § SEARCH FOR MISSING GIRL

General Public is hereby informed that
one girl (depicted in the photo)
namely Shivangi D/o Ramnath R/o Vill.
Behgecha, P.S. Alohal, Distt. Azamgarh,
UP Aged-14 Years has been reported
missing since 05.07.2019 at 7:00 AM
from Rose Udaan Shelter Home, Kamla
Nagar, Delhi. In this regard a FIR No.

/%=, SIDDHA CLINICAL RESEARCH UNIT, NEW DELHI
: . A Unit under Central Council for Research in Siddha
Min. of AYUSH, Govt. of India

SCRU, New Delhi proposes to en
Interview to be held on 09.08.2021.

Place of Posting - SCRU, New Delhi

Advertisement No. 1/2021
Associate - Siddha (Female) on contract basis through Virtual

1.Research Associate - Siddha-1 Age:

gage the service of Research

Not Exceeding 40 Years

OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE

DEATH

BIRTHDAY
REMEMBRANCE

BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE

|
MRS, ANGELINA LAWRENCE

Who passed away on 7.6,2021

Former Headmistress of
VIDYODAYA GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL,
CHENMAIL

A hoving mother & gr

Dr. Vasanthi Subramanyam
30.11.1962 - 22.07.2021
!t')m,nlq mzmmm’éy
Ravi, Indu, Aparna,
Family and Friends

and a leacher loved by mmw
of her colleogues & students.

FONDLY REMEMBERED BY
her loved ones

DEATH

SAD DEMISE

M.V.Butchi
(son of Late Sri M.K_Raju)
07.11.1954 - 19.07.2021
Deeply mourned by :
Wie PRajeswarl
Contact No.98400 95850
Brothers M.V.Ananthakrishna
M.V.5.5ainivas & Families
V.K Magapu, Karthikra, Sailini & familles
And Palepu Family

For enquiries on
announcements in this
section, please contact our
office at the following number
between 10a.m. and 8p.m.
011- 43579797

Rate for New Delhi:

New Delhi :

(Minimum Rs. 320/- 2 Lines
Extra Line - Rs.160/-)
(B/W Display): Rs.60/Per Sq.cm
(ClIr Display) : Rs.70/Per Sg.cm
Log on to
www.thehinduads.com
For Placing Advertisements

Online

In memory of your loved ones
To dedicate a space in this section, Please contact:
011-43579797
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. &
For Placing Advertisements Online log on to

www.thehinduads.com

DONATE EYES-GIFT SIGHT

registered at P.S. Nand Nagri, Delhi. The
description of the missing/ kidnapped girl is as under: Age:
About 21 years, Height: 5', Face: Round, Complexion:
Wheatish, Built: Medium, Wearing: Yellow colour suit-salwar
and slipper in feet. Sincere efforts have been made by local
police to trace out the missing girl but no clue has come tolight so
far. Any person having any information or clue about this missing
girl kindly inform to the following.
Website: http//cbi.nic.in
E-mail Id - cic@cbi.gov.in
Ph.: 011-24368638, 24368641
Fax No. 011-24368639
DP/905/NE/2021

SHO
P.S. Nand Nagri, Delhi
Ph.: 011- 22137761, 8750870733

95/19 U/s 363 IPC Dated 05.07.2019
lodged at Police Station Roop Nagar,
North Distt., Delhi. Her physical
descriptionis as under:-

Complexion: Wheatish, Height: 5', Face: Round, Built:
Medium, Clothing: Yellow coloured top, white coloured lower
and bare footed.

Any person having any information/Clue about this
missing girl, may inform SHO, Roop Nagar, North Distt. Delhi
at E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in or website : http://cbi.nic.in.

Tele No. : 011-23014046 (Direct),
011-23015229 & 23015218 Extn. 210,
FAX No. : 011-23011334
DP/589/N/2020

Shivangi

Sd/-
SHO, Roop Nagar,
North Distt. Delhi

Tel.: 011-23844632, 23849120

APPEAI. FOR IDENTIFICATION

Nagar, New Delhi.

DP/610/SD/2021

General public is hereby informed
that an unidentified dead body of an
unknown male R/o GaliNo. 19, Over
Bridge Stair, Madangir, New Delhi,
Age: Approx 51-55 years,
Complexion: Dark, Height: 5'4",
Built: Thin, Face: Oval,
wearing Black Pant, was found dead
in the area of P.S. Ambedkar Nagar,
Delhi. In this regard a DD No. 34A,
dated 16.07.2021, has been lodged at P.S. Ambedkar

Any person having any information or clue about the
deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned on the
following address or telephone nos.

P.S. Ambedkar Nagar, New Delhi
Ph.: 011-29052304, 29051917,

was

SHO

8750870832

CcM
K

»

SOUTH EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY
TENDER NOTICE FOR SUPPLY OF STORE ITEMS
E-TENDER NOTICE NO: NIT/14/21/30, Dated: 20-Jul-2021.

South East Central Railway has implemented an e-system. On the behalf of the
President of India, Principal Chief Material Manager, South East Central
Railway invites e-tenders for supply of the following items. Advertised tenders
will be dealt through e-procurement system only. No manual offer will be
entertained. These tenders can be accessed under the link www.ireps.gov.in.

Sr. Tender Closing/|

Remuneration: Rs. 36,000/- + HRA Monthly
Further details regarding the essential desirable qualifications/venue
etc. are available atthe council's website: www.siddhacouncil.com

R ch Officer - Siddha, I/C SCRU, New Delhi

Porel &0 Canara Bank<@

IR DI BTGB

nt o India Undertaking

[ fafse Syndicate

POSSESSION NOTICE [SECTION 13(4)]
(For Immovable Property)
Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Canara
Bank under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (Act 54 of 2002) (hereinafter
referred to as "the Act") and in exercise of powers conferred under section
13(12) read with rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
issued a Demand Notice calling upon the borrower and also owner of the
property/surety to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60
days from date of the said notice.

The borrower and also the owner of the property surety having failed to
repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the owner of the property and
the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the
property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on
him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with rule 8 & 9 of the said
rules on the dates mentioned against account. The owner of the property
in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with
the property and any dealing with the property will be subject to the charge
of the Canara Bank for the amount and interest/costs thereon, mentioned

Tender Closing/Opening Time : At 10:30 hrs.
Railway reserve the right to issue any corrigendum to the tenders.
Corrigendum & important Notice to vendors may be seen in the link
www.ireps.gov.in.

CPR/10/107
€3 South East Central Railway

Dy. CMM/S&T, For Principal Chief Materials Manager
S.E.C. Railway, Bilaspur

(€] @secrail

No|Tender No. Description Opening Date Qty. againstaccount herein below.
1 | 05215120 |Electrical Point Machine 12.08.2021 | 130 Nos. The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of Sub-section (8) of
> | 08215169 |High quality ENT operating| 13.08.2021 | 01 Nos. section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured
Microscope assets.
3 |03211009A|High capacity thermoplastic| 16.08.2021 | 6504 Nos. BRANCH : JAMUAON BRANCH
polyster elastomer lower washer Borrower: M/s Shivam Medical Agency, Prop.- Shiv Kumar Prasad,
4 | 05211203 |Low Maintenance Lead Acidf 16.08.2021 | 1608 Nos. Amount out-standing of ¥ 34.02 Lakhs (Rupees Thirty four lakhs and
Stationary Secondary Cell t S o
wo thousands only) with interest and incidental charges and costs, Date
5 | 03212917 |Polycarbonate Sheet 17.082021 | 1SNos. |l fo¢ pemand Notice- 12.04.2021, Date of Possession- 22.07.2021.
6 | 03211394 |Fabricated Hand Brake Wheel 18.08.2021 | 4284 Nos. Description of the Inmovable property: Title holder - Shiv Kumar

Prasad S/o Vishwas Prasad. At Mauza- Piro, Plot No. 2946(N), 1768(0),
C.S Khata No. 659(N) 67(0), Thana No. 88, Ward No. 09, PO+PS: Piro,
Dist.: Bhojpur, Area: 3.3/8 katha, Boundaries:- North: Narbdeshwari Rai,
South: Brajmohan Sahay, East: Hridyanand Chaudhary & Others, West:
Bihar Govt Rasta.

Authorized Officer
CANARA BANK

Date: 24.07.2021
Place: Jamuaon

WESTERN RAILWAY

LICENSE FOR OPERATING &
MAINTENANCE OF NORMAL PAY &
USE TOILETS ON PAY & USE BASIS

Divisional Railway Manager, Commercial
Department, Pay & Use section, Mumbai
Central, Mumbai-400008 invites tender :
E-Tender Notice No. : C331-T1-P-U-
Group C, dated : 23.07.2021, Work :
Tender for the contract of “License for
operating & maintenance of Normal Pay
& Use toilets on Pay & Use basis at Group
C stations for 3 Years, Approx. cost of
work for 03 years : Rs. 27,82,302/-, EMD
: Rs. 55,700/, Date & Time of opening
at : 11.30 hrs. on 20.08.2021. For further
details please visit Western Railway public
website http://www.ireps.gov.in 0292

Like us on : [ facebook.com/WesternRly

WESTERN RAILWAY

FIBA MODIFICATION OF AIR
SPRING FITTED IN LHB COACHES

Divisional Railway Manager (Mechanical),
Mumbai Central, Mumbai : 400008 invites
tender as per details given as follows:
Executive : Sr.CDO-ICD-MMCT, Tender
Notice No. & Date : MMCT-FIBA-2021,
dtd.: 23.07.2021, Work and location :
FIBA Modification of Air Spring fitted in LHB
Coaches at Coaching Depot Mumbai
Central. Approx Cost of Work :
% 47,10,636/- (All Inclusive), EMD : Nil,
Date & Time of submission (Closing) :
24.08.2021 at 15.00 hrs. Date & Time of
opening : 24.08.2021 at 15.30 hrs. Note :
Please visit our website www.ireps.gov.in
to download the tender document,
corrigendum and further details. 0290

Like us on : [ facebook.com/WesternRly

WESTERN RAILWAY

Notice No. WR-MMCTOCOMM(CLQT)/1/2020 (8165)

Dated : 22.07.2021

Divisional Railway Manager (Commercial), Western Railway, Mumbai Division, Mumbai
Central invites quotation in sealed covers from registered leaseholders of Mumbai
Division, Western Railway for temporary leasing contract for a period not exceeding
30 days at a time or till finalization of tender whichever is earlier for train compartments
as listed below. All terms & conditions of CPLP of 2014 along with amendments issued
from time to time will be applicable. Bidder should specifically and clearly mention
Train No. and Location of SLR on cover of their offer & should enclose valid registration
certificate.

Sr. Train N Station | Station F Compartment & RP for
No.| TN NO-1 from to FeqUeNcy carrying Capacity| per trip
Mon, Thus, FWLRRM
1.| 04671 BDTS SVDK Fri, Sunday (3.9 Tonnes) 28,017
) FSLR-I
2. | 02971 BDTS BVC Daily (4 Tonnes) 4,380
. FSLR-Il
3.| 04708 DDR BKN Daily (4 Tonnes) 13,032
Reserve Price is exclusive of Development Charges and GST which are presently
@ 2% and 5% respectively. These shall be remitted in addition to accepted rate.
The percentages of these charges are subject to revision as advised by Railway
Board from time to time and any variation in taxes shall be borne by the leaseholder.

Date & Time of submission of Quotation : up to 02.08.2021 at 10:30 hrs. Date &
Time of opening of Quotation : at 11:00 hrs. on 02.08.2021 Quotation form is
available on wr.indianrailway.gov.in for download. 0288

Like us on : jfacebook.com/WesternRly Follow us on :[twitter.com/WesternRly
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Rain eases in Karnataka, but toll rises to nine

Swollen rivers submerge small bridges and roads; landslips reported from many areas; thousands evacuated

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Incessant rain and floods
have claimed nine lives in
Karnataka since July 22, with
highest fatality count of four
reported from Uttara Kanna-
da. Two deaths have been re-
ported from Belagavi and
one each from Chikkamaga-
luru, Dharwad, and Kodagu
districts.

Landslips have been re-
ported, mostly in the hilly
terrains of Kodagu, Shiva-
mogga, Uttara Kannada, Has-
san, and Chikkamagaluru.
Intermittent rain continued
in Kodagu, parts of Mysuru,
Mandya, and Chamarajana-
gar districts, though it was
less than the rainfall in the
previous 24 hours.

On Saturday, despite rain
subsiding in northern Karna-
taka and southern Mahara-

rashtra, Krishna river conti-
nued to be in a spate,
affecting normal life in the
districts of North Karnataka.
At least three persons were
washed away in floodwaters
between Friday and Satur-
day alone.

Swollen  rivers  have
caused the inundation of
small bridges, cutting road
connectivity. Several resi-
dents of villages have been
evacuated to safer places.

Train services resume
The railway track in the ghat
section of Hubballi division
near Dudhsagar on the Kar-
nataka-Goa border, where
landslip was reported at two
places, has been restored
and train services have
resumed.

In Belagavi district alone,
19,035 people have been

evacuated to safer places and
8,795 have been shifted to 89
rehabilitation centres, ac-

Srisailam reservoir set to brim
as incessant rain raises inflow

Storage improve
by 20 tmcftina
36-hour period

B. CHANDRASHEKHAR
HYDERABAD

The prospects of Srisailam
reservoir, one of the two
common water storage facil-
ities of Telangana and And-
hra Pradesh, reaching the
surplus position have im-
proved considerably, with
the catchment areas in the
Upper Krishna Basin conti-
nuing to record heavy to ve-
ry heavy rainfall.

“Storage of the reservoir
improved by nearly 20 tmc ft
during the 36-hour period
till 6 p.m. on Saturday, in
spite of sizeable amount of
water being let out down-
stream with power genera-
tion in the Left Bank power

Gushing out: Water being let out from Himayathsagar lake in
Hyderabad on Saturday. =naGarA GopaL

house,” a senior engineer
monitoring flood at Srisai-
lam told The Hindu.

With water level in the
Godavari at Bhadrachalam
reaching 48.30 feet, officials
issued a second warning.
Water level has been rising

and may cross the third
warning level, the Central
Water Commission authori-
ties said. Revenue, police, ir-
rigation, tribal welfare, med-
ical and health department
officials have been put on
high alert.

. 4 E S W e :
In safe hands: Personnel from the Naval Emergency Response Team, Karwar, evacuating people
from villages in Uttara Kannada district. =spEciAL ARRANGEMENT

cording to Deputy Commis-
sioner M.G. Hiremath. Two
persons have been killed in

Belagavi district and 37 road
links were cut off in the dis-
trict.

Deputy Chief Minister Go-
vind Karjol, who assessed
the flood situation in Mirji at
Mudhol taluk in Bagalkot dis-
trict, told presspersons that
the initial estimate of loss
due to rains and floods in Be-
lagavi division alone is 3550
crore.

CM’s aerial survey today
He said he had requested
Chief Minister B.S. Yediyu-
rappa to immediately release
350 crore.

The Chief Minister is sche-
duled to conduct an aerial
survey of the district on
Sunday.

In Uttara Kannada dis-
trict, personnel from the In-
dian Naval Emergency Res-
ponse Team from Karwar,
safely evacuated 160 persons
from two flood-affected vil-
lages.

Low pressure likely, all Kerala
districts put on yellow alert

Brace for heavy
rainfall today, says
Met department

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Heavy rainfall is likely to
continue in Kerala on Sun-
day also, as per the latest
weather updates. The India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) has put all 14 districts
on yellow alert on Sunday
for isolated heavy rainfall.

Rainfall is likely to taper
off by Tuesday although
some districts can expect
isolated heavy rainfall till
then.

A fresh low pressure area
is expected to form over Bay
of Bengal around July 28.
Nonetheless, below normal
rainfall has been forecast for
Kerala and Mahe during the

Traffic along the Palarivattom-Edappally NH was disrupted
after a big tree fell on the carriageway. =THuLASI KAKKAT

week from July 30 to August
5, according to an IMD ex-
tended range forecast.
Meanwhile, one more
team of the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) was
moved to Idukki in view of
the heavy rainfall in the dis-

trict. With this, Idukki will
have two teams for handling
rainfall-related emergencies.

The IMD has advised a
halt to fishing activities till
Monday as strong winds
have been forecast along the
Kerala coast.

. WEATHER WATCH

E RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 17.00 HRS)

Dary RAIN MAX  MIN
: Agartala............. 0.5...32.5....27.1
: Ahmedabad. —....33.9...26.6
¢ Aizawl......... ....26.0....19.9
: Allahabad.... 34.0....27.4
: Bengaluru .......... 0.4....28.0....20.0
: Bhopal............. 27.3....23.2
: Bhubaneswar....... ...31.6....25.0
: Chandigarh ..... ....37.5....28.2
: Chennai .......... ....36.3....27.6
: Coimbatore. ..32.0....23.0
: Dehradun..............—.... 34.4...25.0
: Gangtok.. ..0.4...21.0....18.3
DGO 3 30.7....25.2
: Guwahati —....36.5....26.2
: Hubballi....ooooovreo = 27.0....21.0
: Hyderabad ............ 6....30.8....21.9
: Imphal.... ... 13...31.4....21.4
+ Jaipur. ... 10....35.0....26.5
¢ Kochi...... .. 22...28.6....23.6
¢ Kohima...oooovenens 3...26.4....18.0
: Kolkata............... 60....29.4....25.9

(Rainfall data in mm;

. Forecast for Sunday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isolated
places over Gujarat, Uttarakhand, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, :
: Tripura, Odisha, central Maharashtra, coastal Karnataka, Tamil :
: Nadu, Puducherry and Kerala. Thunderstorm accompanied with :
. lightning/gusty wind likely at
i West Bengal, Sikkim, Karaikal and Andaman & Nicobar Islands

isolated places over Rajasthan, :

Ty RAIN  MAX :
Kozhikode.................... 8...31.2....24.9 :
Kurnool ... ...33.5...24.7
Lucknow.. ...35.6....26.7 :
Madurai... ....36.4....26.5 :
Mangaluru ... .5....28.0....24.0 :
Mumbai ... ...31.5....26.2 ¢
Mysuru .. ....28.8....20.0 :
New Delhi ....36.0....27.3 :
Patna ...... .33.2..27.2 ¢
Port Blair. ..29.7...253 :
Puducherry .. ....36.8....24.7 :
Pune........ 29.6....22.2
Raipur ....30.0....24.5 :
Ranchi..... .43...26.7....22.6 :
Shillong.... 5...25.6....18.0 :
Shimla..... .14...27.2...205
Srinagar........... -...32.9...19.8 :
Thiruvananthapuram....... 49....31.0....22.4
Tiruchi............. -...35.8...27.0 :
Vijayawada .. 7...34.8...245
Visakhapatnam ............. 2

:32.6...24.8

temperature in Celsius)
: Pollutants in the air you are breathing

Yesterday

:CITIES S0; NO: CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

: Ahmedabad..... 52 .37 27 ...47 .91 ..M

¢ Bengaluru....... .. 7 .29 40 ...24 .100 ..M Inobservation made at 4.00
: N p.m., Sonipat, Haryana

: Chen_na| ............ 5 .25 46 ...30 ..78 ..M recorded an overall air
:Delhi 8 .17 60 ..209 .118 ..M quality index (AQI) score of
: Hyderabad...... .. 2 .67 17 ...16 .29 ..A 169 indicating a moderate
 Kolkata....ooooee .. .17 26 .16 .38 ..H levetl oftpgllutiohn- In Uit

: contrast, Gorakhpur, Uttar
: Lucknm_/v. .14 94 ...90 ..90 ..Hm Pradesh recorded a healthy
: Mumbai .......... .10 .- ...63 .103 .. = AQI score of 12

: Pune....oos .18 56 ...18 .90 .. MW

. Visakhapatnam 14 48 42 ...54 .92 .. .H

: Air Quality Code: M Poor Moderate | Good (Readings indicate average AQl) :
S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

* and monuments.

: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
: reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain.

At very high levels, it can cause

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced :
¢ lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature :
: death in people with heart or lung disease :

Thousands bereft of power

as high-voltage towers fall

Mahad and Poladpur talukas in Raigad plunge into darkness

RAINA ASSAINAR

NAVI MUMBAI

About 80,000 power con-
sumers in Mahad and Polad-
pur talukas of Raigad district
have been plunged into dark-
ness after two 220 KV towers
of the Maharashtra State
Electricity =~ Transmission
Company Limited (MSETCL)
collapsed following heavy
rain on Thursday. Telecom-
munication services in the
district were also affected.

The collapse led to the
closure of Mahad substation
and four substations in
Chambharkhind, GBL, Ko-
lose, and Turbhe in Pen divi-
sion. Power was snapped in
260 areas, including Mahad
city, Birwadi, Vinhere, Va-
hur, Nangalwadi, Nagaon,
Kumble, Mahad MIDC, Po-
ladpur city, Turbhe, Pitalwa-
di, and Varandh.

“Work to repair the tow-
ers and restore electricity is
on. MSETCL is supervising
the work. Once the towers
are repaired, electricity

/A
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Knocked down: Two high-voltage towers of MSETCL collapsed
following heavy rainfall on Thursday. =speciaL ARRANGEMENT

snapped from the switching
station of the Maharashtra
State Electricity Distribution
Company Limited (MSEDCL)
would be restored,” a spo-
kesperson of MSEDCL said.

52 missing in Taliye

The death toll from the tor-
rential rains that battered
the district over the last
week and triggered land-

Barge P305 case: court
denies bail to 3 accused

‘Matter of negligence than human error’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI
A court has rejected the bail
plea of two officials and a di-
rector of the commercial
Barge P305 that sank off the
Mumbai coast during Cy-
clone Tauktae, in which 71
people lost their lives.
Sessions judge U.M. Pad-
wad on Friday denied bail to
Prasad Rane, office adminis-
trator of PAPAA Shipping;
Nitin Singh, one of its direc-

CM
K

tors; and Akhilesh Tiwari,
the firm’s technical superin-
tendent. The order was
made available on Saturday.
The prosecution said the
accused did not exercise
caution and control over the
situation. The court, while
rejecting the bail plea, said
the the chief engineer’s ver-
sion of the events indicates
that it was more a matter of
negligence than a genuine
human error of judgement.

»

slides in some areas rose to :
60 on Saturday, including 49 :
from Taliye village in Mahad :
taluka. Of the 242 residents :
in the village, 109 were out :
for work when the landslide :
occurred. While 49 bodies :
have been recovered from :

Taliye so far, the district ad-

ministration has released a
list of 52 missing people :

from the village.

Nine killed
in Gujarat
cylinder blast

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
AHMEDABAD

Nine people, including
four children, have died of
severe burn injuries sus-
tained in an explosion trig-
gered by leakage of gas
from an LPG cylinder on
July 20 in a small room on
the outskirts of Ahmeda-
bad in Gujarat, a police offi-
cial said on Saturday.

While eight victims died
in the last couple of days
during treatment, another
one succumbed on Satur-
day. They were labourers
from Madhya Pradesh, the
police official said.

“Three people died dur-
ing treatment on Thursday,
five others succumbed on
Friday, and one more on
Saturday morning,” inspec-
tor P.R. Jadeja said.

Labourers and their fa-
mily members were sleep-
ing in the room when the
gas started leaking. When
their neighbour knocked
on their door to alert them,
one of them got up and
switched on the light,
which triggered the blast.

Savouring success
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Silver Lining: Students of Gurukul Art School paint portrait of Mirabai Chanu, who won the first silver medal for India in the
Olympic Games 2020 in Tokyo, in Lalbaug on Saturday. s=emMMANUAL YOGINI

Four dead as lift Collapses in Worli

One injured at
~ building under
construction

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

Four people were killed and
one injured on Saturday af-
ter a construction lift carry-
ing them came crashing
down at an under-construc-
tion building at Worli.

The incident occurred at
5.45 p.m. at near a BDD
Chawl at Hanuman Gully, an
official said. Police and fire
brigade personnel rushed to
the spot and launched a res-

SALES
OFFICE

b

Tragedy: Rescue workers at the under-construction building
in Worli, where a lift collapsed on Saturday. =emmanuaL YoGIni

cue operation, he said.

Of the six people who
were injured in the incident,
one was declared dead at

KEM Hospital in Parel. Three
others were  declared
brought dead at the civic-
run Nair Hospital, he added.

~Court rejects bail plea of software
“engineer held in 2014 for terror plot

- ‘Material in charge sheet shows intention of causing terror’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

A Mumbai court has rejected
the interim bail application
of Anees Ansari, a software
engineer who was held in
2014 for allegedly conspiring
to blow up U.S. establish-
ments in the city.

Mr. Ansari sought tempor-
ary bail citing COVID-19, but
his plea was rejected by Ad-
ditional Sessions Judge S.H.
Gwalani. The Maharashtra

Anti-Terrorism Squad told
the court that Mr. Ansari,
while working as an asso-
ciate geographic technician
at a private company, had
set up a false Facebook ac-
count and published objec-
tionable information using
the company’s computer. He
had also supported the activ-
ities of terror group ISIS, the
agency told the court.

The court observed that
the material in the charge

»

sheet disclosing a conversa-
tion between the accused
and one Omar Elhaji was suf-
ficient to show the intention
of causing terror in the coun-
try. “Considering the atti-
tude of the accused, he is
not entitled to bail,” the
court said in its order on Fri-
day, the copy of which was
made available on Saturday.

The court said he could
obstruct the prosecution’s
case if released on bail.

A ND-NDE
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Private sector lagging in
vaccination drive: Goyal

T

While vaccine hesitancy re-
mained a concern, the Minis-
ter said “India should be
proud of being the world’s
largest vaccinator” with
about 42-43 crore jabs alrea-
dy completed. “Our run rate
is now 12 crore or so every
month and soon to become
15 crore in the next one or
two months and possibly, 20
crore by the end of the calen-
dar year,” he said.

Brushing aside Opposi-
tion jibes about the pace of
vaccination in the country,
he said politicians seek to
“demean” the progress and
talk about the percentage of
vaccination in the popula-

= —

A beneficiary being inoculated in Siliguri on Saturday. =arp

tion. “Obviously, we have 1.3
billion people, the U.K. has
60 million. If you compare
the percentages, it is quite ir-
rational if you ask me,” he
said. “When vaccination
started, recall the hesitancy.
Even today, in Delhi, a very
enlightened city, 20% of the
frontline workers who start-
ed getting vaccinated six
months ago, are still not
jabbed, and a lot of places
have hesitancy,” Mr. Goyal
said, urging industry bodies
such as the Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII) to run
campaigns to remove doubts
about the COVID-19 vaccine
among the people.

‘No imminent threat of
Taliban influx in Kashmir’

With intense fighting taking
place around Kandahar, In-
dia evacuated all Indian staff
from its consulate there on
July 11. With the advance
made by the Taliban in Ma-
zar, there is an increased
threat to Indian consulates,
intelligence inputs have
warned, a second official
said.

In a related development,
Afghan Army chief Lt. Gen.
Wali Mohammad Ahmadzai
is scheduled to visit India
from July 27 to 29 during
which he will meet Army
chief Gen. Manoj Naravane
and National Security Advis-
er Ajit Doval. Also on the
same day, U.S. Secretary of

State Antony Blinken will be
in India on a two-day visit
during which Afghanistan is
expected to figure promi-
nently in his talks with Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar.

Afghanistan has long re-
quested India for offensive
military hardware and had
on several occasions given a
wish list of equipment which
included tanks and artillery
guns, among others. In the
past few years, India has gift-
ed four Mi-24 attack helicop-
ters and three Cheetal utility
helicopters to Afghanistan,
apart from regularly training
Afghan officers at its training
academies.

Bengal Governor, LoP not
eligible for beacon light

Other notable omissions in-
clude the Chief Justice of the
Calcutta High Court, the
Speaker of the Assembly,
and the Advocate-General.
Soon after the order was is-
sued, lights were removed
from the cars of officials no
longer eligible; among bu-
reaucrats, only those of the
rank of Principal Secretary

Criminal killed
inencounter
in Odisha '

SATYASUNDAR BARIK
BHUBANESWAR

A notorious criminal was
killed in Balasore district of
Odisha on Saturday after
security personnel opened
fire to allegedly prevent
him from escaping from
the police van.

Seikh Haider, a gangster
who was serving life impri-
sonment, was being shifted
from Choudwar Circle Jail
in Cuttack to another jail in
Baripada. According to the
police, Haider sought per-
mission to answer nature’s
call around 3.20 p.m.
While getting off from the
police van, he snatched the
rifle of a policeman and
tried to flee.

“From a security point
of view, Haider was being
shifted from Choudwar jail
to Baripada jail. An escort
teamcomprising an inspec-
tor, a sub-inspector and a
section of force was taking
him to Baripada,” said Sau-
mendra Priyadarshi, Com-
missioner of Police, Bhuba-
neswar and Cuttack.

Mr. Priyadarshi added,
“He requested the escort
team to get off from the bus
to attend to nature’s call at
Simulia. However, he tried
to escape by snatching a
gun from one of the escort
personnel. To prevent him
from fleeing, he was fired
upon in a controlled man-
ner. He sustained bullet in-
jury in his stomach.” He
was rushed to a hospital
where he died.

CM
K

and above can use a light on
top of their cars.

The fresh list, according
to officials, was necessitated
after the busting of a fake
vaccine racket in Kolkata,
masterminded by a man
called Debanjan Deb, who
masqueraded as an IAS offic-
er and travelled in an SUV fit-
ted with a blue beacon light.

Army, IAF join NDRF in rescue efforts amid landslips and rivers flowing above danger mark

ALOK DESHPANDE
MUMBAI

The death toll in the torren-
tial rain that inundated Kon-
kan and western Maharash-
tra rose to 112 on Saturday.
Over 99 are still missing. Wa-
ter discharge from dams led
to floods in Kolhapur, Sangli
and Satara. Over 1.3 lakh pe-
ople have been shifted to saf-
er places as rescue work con-
tinued throughout Saturday.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has pred-
icted gradual reduction in
rain over the region in four
or five days, though severe
weather and intense rainfall
is forecast in isolated places.

Apart from the 17 teams of
the National Disaster Res-
ponse Force (NDRF) in the
State, eight extra teams were
called in from Bhubanesh-
war. In addition, rescue
teams from the Army, the Na-
vy, the Coast Guard and the
Air Force have been working
to evacuate people.

CM visits Taliye

Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray on Saturday visit-
ed Taliye village in Mahad
tehsil of Raigad district, pro-
mising rehabilitation of the

i

Seeking solace: Villagers consoling a woman who lost a relative following a landslide at Taliye,
about 22 km from Mahad city in Maharashtra on Saturday. =arp

affected villagers. A total of
36 bodies were found at the
village, while 34 persons are
missing, according to the
NDRF. However other re-
ports put the number of
dead at 49 and those missing
at 52.

State Housing Minister Ji-
tendra Awhad announced
that the Maharashtra Hous-
ing and Area Development
Authority would rebuild the

village as promised by Mr.
Thackeray.

A fund of %2 crore has
been provided to Raigad dis-
trict from the department
through the State Disaster
Response Fund (SDRF).

“The tragedy that befell
on you is huge. So, you first
look after yourself and stay
safe and leave the rest of the
problems to the govern-
ment. You will be taken care

CBI searches officials’
homes in J&K and Delhi

Agency is probing alleged illegal issuance of arms licences

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The CBI on Saturday
searched the premises of the
then District Magistrates and
nearly 20 gun dealers in
Jammu, Srinagar, Udham-
pur, Rajouri, Anantnag, Ba-
ramulla and Delhi in connec-
tion with the alleged illegal
issuance of over 2.78 lakh
arms licences in Jammu and
Kashmir from 2012 to 2016.
“Among the officials
whose premises have been
searched are Shahid Igbal
Choudhary, a 2009-batch
IAS official who was District
Magistrate (DM) of Udham-
pur. He is currently Secre-
tary, Tribal Affairs Depart-
ment, in J&K. Neeraj Kumar,
a 2011-batch IAS official, was
also the DM of Udhampur.
He is currently the Resident
Commissioner in Delhi,” a
CBI official said.

Under scanner: The CBI searched 40 locations across Jammu
and Kashmir and Delhi on Saturday morning. s=nissar AHMAD

Mr. Choudhary, through
his Twitter handle, said the
agency found nothing in-
criminating. “I am fully an-
swerable to the CBI for my
tenure,” he said, stating that
in the Reasi, Kathua and Ud-
hampur districts, only
56,000 (12.4%) arms licenc-
es were issued from 2012 to
2016.

The premises of Shabir
Ahmed Bhatt, former DM of
Rajouri and the former Addi-
tional District Magistrates of
Baramulla, Kupwara, Ban-
dipora, Poonch and Ramban
Farooq Ahmed Baba, Abdul
Hafiz  Shah,  Khurshid
Ahmed Sanai, Gurvinderjeet
Singh, and Babu Ram, res-
pectively, were searched.

HAM radios to aid in cyclone relief

Communication turns out to be a major challenge during the time of cyclones

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA

In the last week of May,
hours before Cyclone Yaas
made landfall in northern
coastal Odisha and battered
coastal West Bengal, Ambar-
ish Nag Biswas, secretary of
the West Bengal Radio Club
(Amateurs Club), got a call
from a senior bureaucrat
about deployment of some
HAM radio operatives in Pur-
ba Medinipur district, where
the most damage was ex-
pected.

Mr. Biswas said it was diffi-
cult for the operators who
had already positioned
themselves in different areas
to move to Purba Medinipur.

Communication turns out
to be a major challenge dur-
ing the cyclones and particu-
larly in the Sunderbans with
more than 50 inhabited is-
lands located in remote
areas — some of them at the
mouth of the Bay of Bengal.
They remain cut off often for
days.

Barrage of cyclones

The State had in the past
three years faced four tropi-
cal cyclones, Fani (May 2019)
, Bulbul (November 2019),
Amphan ( May 2020) and
Yaas ( May 2021) and on all
occasions the administration
had to wait for connection to
be restored to assess damage
and send relief.

A few months after Yaas,
Mr. Nag Biswas got a call
from the district administra-
tion of the South 24 Parganas

»

signals to connect with other operators. =speciaL ARRANGEMENT

to train local youth from the
Sunderbans in operating
Ham Radio sets. This was to
augment the community-
based disaster preparedness
of the region.

Training locals
“To establish a dedicated
wireless communication sys-
tem at vulnerable areas un-
der the South 24 Parganas
district during different dis-
asters, you are requested to
train following civil defence
volunteers for smooth and
effective conduct of the
above system,” read a letter
dated July 13 by Office of the
Controller of the Civil De-
fence, South 24 Parganas,
addressed to Mr. Nag Biswas.
Accordingly, training of
60 volunteers mostly resid-
ing in the Sunderbans has
started earlier this month.
Dipak Giri, 24, of Pathar-
pratima and Gautam Dinda,
26, of Sagar Island are

among those who are under-
going the training. Both re-
called the challenges faced
in disaster management dur-
ing cyclone Yaas.

“There was no connectivi-
ty in Patharpratima for al-
most seven days after cy-
clone Yaas and large parts of
the region were inundated
due to the ingress of saline
water ” Dipak Giri said.

Communication crucial
Gautam Dinda from Sagar Is-
lands, who is also undergo-
ing training, said communi-
cation becomes critical in
rescuing people in times of
cyclone.

“When we are deployed at
a flood rescue centre, some-
one might suddenly fall ill or
we may run out of drinking
water. Sometimes the flood
rescue centres are also flood-
ed,” Mr. Dinda said.

“For three to four days af-
ter the cyclone, there was no

connectivity in Sagar and
there was nothing we could
communicate,” he added.

The administrations of
other coastal districts like
the North 24 Parganas and
Purba Medinipur are also in
talks with HAM Radio opera-
tors to train youth.

Licenced operators
Pashupati Mandal, an expert
of HAM Radio technology
who is training amateurs op-
erators, said: “After weeks of
training, the volunteers have
to take an exam by the Minis-
try of Communication fol-
lowing which one can get the
licence to operate the ama-
teur radio device.”

“As this moment, we have
about 350 licensed Ham Ra-
dio operators under the
West Bengal Radio Club,”
said Dr. Mandal, principal of
the Indian Academy of Com-
munication and Disaster
Management.

The HAM operators em-
ploy high frequency signals
to connect with other opera-
tors. The technology comes
handy when mobile connec-
tivity is down.

So far, the State govern-
ment has been engaging
HAM operators at the annual
Gangasagar pilgrimage on
Sagar Island and natural dis-
asters.

The empowerment of lo-
cal youth to operate the
technology will help the
State’s disaster prepared-
ness and management, he
said.

of, don’t worry,” said Mr
Thackeray told the villagers
who had surrounded him
during his visit.

Overflowing dams
Satara district in western
Mahrashtra has also been hit

by the deluge.
The famous hill station of
Mahabaleshwar  received

more than 1,100 mm of rain-
fall in less than 48 hours, re-

sulting in heavy discharge
from the Koyna dam, one of
the largest in the State. The
heavy rainfall has caused
multiple landslips.

The NDREF said 10 persons
were missing in Mirgaon
while six bodies have been
recovered in Ambeghar and
eight persons are missing.
“We are not sure how many
more are trapped inside,”
said State minister Balasaheb
Patil.

In Ratnagiri district,
towns of Chiplun and Khed
were flooded by discharge
from the Koyna dam and
subsequently, the Koltewadi
dam, leading to the rising le-
vels in the Vashisti river.

Thousands of people were
stranded on rooftops and
upper floors of the houses as
the water levels rose to over
15 to 20 feet in many places.

Helicopters of the Air
Force were also deployed for
rescue and air dropping of
food and water packets. Re-
lief camps were set up at
three locations. One column
of the Army and Coast Guard
teams were despatched for
relief work.

. (With inputs from Raina
Assainar)

UK. urged to
review travel
ban from India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LONDON

The U.K. Foreign Office offi-
cials have been briefed on
the current COVID-19 pan-
demic situation in India,
where many big cities are
practically =~ COVID-free,
and encouraged to consid-
er a review of the travel
ban on visitors from India,
Foreign Secretary Harsh
Vardhan Shringla said on
Saturday.

Harsh Vardhan Shringla,
who arrived in the U.K. for
a two-day visit on Friday to
take stock of the Roadmap
2030 towards closer U.K.-
India ties, agreed between
Prime Ministers Narendra
Modi and Boris Johnson,
also shared plans for a reci-
procal vaccine certification
system to be unveiled by
the Indian government
soon to facilitate interna-
tional travel amid the
pandemic.

“Mumbai, Delhi, big ci-
ties are practically free of
COVID. But we can’trest on
that situation because we
are constantly vigilant, tell-
ing our citizens to take pre-
cautions so that we don’t
have a third wave,” Mr.
Shringla said.

Former Supreme Court judges
raise concerns over UAPA

They point to the trauma suffered by the kin of the accused

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The former Supreme Court
judge Justice Madan B. Lo-
kur on Saturday said the
courts, society and the state
should consider the mental
trauma afflicted on the fami-
lies of activists, journalists
and civil society members
accused of sedition under
the Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act and languishing
in jail for months.

Justice Lokur asked what
kind of society was being
built where the families and
friends of these incarcerated
people had to face barbs
about their loved ones being
branded traitors for express-
ing their dissent.

“Look at the emotional,
psychological impact on his
family, him... His children...
They will go to school where
classmates will say your fath-
er is a ‘terrorist’ for someth-

Telcos tried to alter

Justice Madan B. Lokur

ing he has not done... We are
not looking at the mental as-
pect,” Justice Lokur said in a
virtual conference on ill-ef-
fects of UAPA and the law of
sedition mediated by Right
to Information activist Anjali
Bhardwaj.

He said giving compensa-
tion was not enough.

Justice Lokur spoke of
“soft torture” practised on
prison inmates through
overcrowding of jails and

AGR dues, says SC

No scope for recalculation, court says

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court said
what major telecom service
providers (TSPs) like Voda-
fone, Airtel and Tata really
wanted, under the guise of
correcting “arithmetical er-
rors”, was a recalculation of
their adjusted gross reve-
nues (AGR) running into
crores.

The copy of the order
pronounced by a three-
judge Bench led by Justice L.
Nageswara Rao on Friday
was published on July 24.

The applications by the
telecom majors to ‘correct’
math mistakes, which at
“first blush” look ‘innocu-
ous’, was a roundabout way
to recompute their AGR
debts — a path expressly for-
bidden by the Supreme
Court in an order on July 20
last year.

“The dispute relating to
AGR dues had remained
pending in courts for a very
long period of time and
bearing this in mind, this
court was at pains to em-
phasise, at the cost of repeti-
tion, that the AGR dues
payable by TSPs cannot be
the subject matter of any fu-
ture litigation. The order of
July 20, 2020 makes it clear
that there is no scope for
any recalculation/re-com-
putation of AGR dues,” the
eight-page Supreme Court
order of the Justice Rao
Bench reminded the tele-

i T il TN

The court said it forbade
reassesment through a July
20 order last year.

com majors. The court said
this was not the first time
the companies had tried to
alter the dues.

“Even at the time of pass-
ing of the July 20 order, an
attempt was made to seek
recalculation and reassess-
ment, which was rejected
by this court outright,” said
the apex court, dismissing
the applications.

The July 20 order had
“made it clear that no dis-
pute could be raised in res-
pect of AGR dues that had
been arrived at, on the basis
of calculations made by the
Union of India”.

“No telecom operator
shall raise any dispute in
respect of the demand
raised by the Department of
Telecommunications per-
taining to AGR dues, based
on the judgment of this
court of October 24, 2019,”
the Supreme Court reiterat-

ed.
»

bad hygiene within their
walls.

Justice Deepak Gupta, a
former Supreme Court
judge, referred to the death
of 84-year-old Father Stan
Swamy, who suffered from
Parkinson's disease, in cus-
tody.

“Are we human,” Justice
Gupta asked in his address.

The retired judge spoke
about the case of an activist
in Manipur, who said cow
urine was not a cure for CO-
VID and was put in jail for se-
dition. He asked whether we
were living in a “Police
State”.

“The UAPA should not re-
main in this form,” he said.

Justice Aftab Alam, a re-
tired Supreme Court judge,
said by focussing on dissent,
the government runs the
danger of shifting its atten-
tion from the actual 3% of
terrorism cases.

Shah vows to
connect NE
capitals

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said the Centre would
connect the capitals of all
the northeastern States by
rail and air by 2024.

Development in the re-
gion needs connectivity to
gather pace, he said at a
programme in Meghalaya
capital Shillong on Satur-
day.

“It will be difficult to
fast-track  development
here without connectivity.
This is the reason why the
Prime Minister (Narendra
Modi) has since the forma-
tion of the BJP-led govern-
ment in 2014 laid thrust on
connectivity in the north-
east,” he said.

“Road connectivity has
to be also strengthened”
he added.

The Home Minister at-
tended a meeting at the
North Eastern Space Appli-
cations Centre in Shillong.

“Mapping of forest gap
areas, expansion of the
land area for horticulture
development, identifica-
tion and rejuvenation of
wetlands, are a few among
many key ideas that were
discussed during the meet-
ing,” he said in a tweet.

Mr. Shah also met the
Chief Ministers of the re-
gion in the evening to dis-
cuss various issues, includ-
ing the inter-State
boundary disputes bet-
ween Assam and its north-
eastern neighbours.
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India lodges
strong protest
with Pakistan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAMMU

India on Saturday lodged a
strong protest over drone
activities by Pakistan auth-
orities in Jammu areas,
during a sector comman-
der-level meeting between
the Border Security Force
(BSF) and the Pakistan
Rangers, officials said.

The meeting was held at
the request of Pakistan
Rangers on the Interna-
tional Border (IB) in the Su-
chetgarh area and it was
decided to re-energise in-
stant communication bet-
ween field commanders,
whenever required, to re-
solve the operational mat-
ters, a BSF spokesperson
said.

Commanders of both
the border guarding forces
discussed various issues
with the main emphasis by
the BSF delegation on Pa-
kistani drone activities, ter-
rorist activities and digging
of tunnels from across the
border and other issues re-
lated to border manage-
ment, he said.

‘3 militants killed in Bandipora

Soldier injured in the encounter evacuated to Army’s Base Hospital in Srinagar

PEERZADA ASHIQ

SRINAGAR

Three militants were killed
and a soldier was injured on
Saturday in an encounter
between security forces and
hiding militants in a forest
area of Bandipora in north
Kashmir.

The police said two mili-
tants were killed in a gun-
fight that broke out during a
search-and-cordon opera-
tion. Officials said one more
militant was killed after a
fresh contact with hiding
militants was established in
the adjacent Aragam forest
area, hours later.

“The operation is still go-
ing on in the area,” officials
said. One soldier was injured
in the encounter. He has
been evacuated to the Ar-
my’s 92 Base Hospital,
Srinagar.

This is the second major
encounter in Kashmir in 24
hours. Two Lashkar-e-Taiba
militants were killed in So-
pore on Friday.

Security forces launched
the operation in the Shokba-
ba forest in the Sumblar area

On their guard: Army personnel in action during an encounter
at Shakoba forest, in Bandipora on Saturday. =nissar AHMAD

of Bandipora in north Kash-
mir following inputs about
the presence of militants
there, they said.

The officials said as the
forces were conducting
searches in the area, the mil-
itants fired upon them. The
forces retaliated, they said.

The Srinagar-based De-
fence PRO, Col. Emron Mu-
savi, said an Army man was
injured in the gunfight. The
officials said the identity and
group affiliation of the slain
ultras were being

ascertained.

Jawan killed in mine blast
A 27-year-old Army jawan
was killed in a mine blast
along the Line of Control
(LoC) in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Poonch district, offi-
cials said on Saturday.

Sepoy Kamal Dev Vaidya
was on operational duty in
the Krishna Ghati sector on
Friday. He accidentally
stepped on the mine and it
exploded injuring him criti-
cally, a defence spokesman

said. The soldier was evac-
uated to the nearest medical
facility but he died of inju-
ries there, the official said.
Sepoy Vaidya hailed from
Ghumarwin village in Hamir-
pur district of Himachal Pra-
desh, the spokesman said.
“He was a brave, highly mo-
tivated and sincere soldier.
The nation will always re-
main indebted to him for the
supreme sacrifice and devo-
tion to duty,” he said.
Ghumarwin village
plunged into mourning after
the news of his death
reached his family. A large
number of people gathered
at the jawan’s residence and
raised anti-Pakistan slogans.
Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur ex-
pressed grief over the de-
mise of the soldier. Former
Chief Minister P.K. Dhumal
also offered condolences to
his family, and said the ja-
wan’s contribution to the na-
tion will always be remem-
bered.
The soldier is survived by
his mother Vanita Devi.
(With PTI inputs)

Bhupen Borah
is new Assam
PCC chief

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Saturday
announced a new team for
the Assam Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (APCC) by
appointing Bhupen Borah
as the new PCC chief.

Mr. Borah, known to be
close to be former Con-
gress chief Rahul Gandhi,
is among those leaders
who had strongly opposed
the party's alliance with
the Badruddin Ajmal-led
All India United Democrat-
ic Front (AIUDF) in the re-
cently concluded Assemb-
ly elections in the State.

The party has also ap-
pointed three working pre-
sidents that includes All In-
dia Congress Committee
(AICC) secretary Rana Gos-
wami and two current le-
gislators, Kamakhya Dey
Purkayastha and Jakir Hus-
sain Sikdar.

Mr. Goswami, a former
MLA, was working as All In-
dia Congress Committee
(AICC) secretary for Uttar
Pradesh, where Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra is in-charge.

[-T Dept. says huge irregularities detected in searches

Statement does
not reveal names
of companies

DEVESH K. PANDEY
NEW DELHI

Two days after the Income-
Tax (IT) Department
searched the premises
linked to the Dainik Bhaskar
Group and Bharat Samachar
Group, the agency on Satur-
day issued statements with-
out naming any companies,
alleging that it had detected
income escapement of 3700
crore and unaccounted-for
transactions exceeding 3200
crore in two cases.

The searches carried out
on the Dainik Bhaskar Group
and Bharat Samachar Group
premises on Thursday have
triggered widespread
criticism.

With respect to the first
case, the agency said the
group was involved in busi-
nesses in various sectors, in-
cluding media, power, tex-
tiles and real estate, with a
turnover of over 6,000
crore a year.

“Twenty residential and
12 business premises spread
over nine cities including
Mumbai, Delhi, Bhopal, In-
dore, Noida and Ahmedabad
have been covered,” the I-T

A tax search was held at the
home of the Dainik Bhaskar
Group MD in Bhopal.

Department said.

The group has over 100
companies.

“During the search, it was
found that they have been

operating several companies
in the names of their em-
ployees, which have been
used for booking bogus ex-
penses and routing of
funds... several of the em-
ployees, whose names were
used as shareholders and di-
rectors, have admitted that
they were not aware of such
companies and had given
their Aadhaar card and digi-
tal signature to the employer
in good faith,” the agency
alleged.

It is alleged that some
were relatives who willingly
and knowingly signed the
papers, but had no know-
ledge or control over the en-

‘Blinken will raise human rights issues’

Official says the U.S. will continue that conversation because of common values

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN

During his visit next week to
New Delhi, the U.S. Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken
will raise concerns around

We believe India is going to be a really

important part of continuing those
conversations [on democracy and human
rights] and building strong efforts on those

And we will certainly conti-
nue to press those issues,”
he said.

The Biden administration
— which only days earlier
had accused China and Rus-

tities in which they were sup-
posedly  directors and
shareholders.

“Such companies have
been used for multiple pur-
poses namely; booking bo-
gus expenses and siphoning
off the profits from listed
companies, routing of funds
so siphoned into their close-
ly held companies to make
investments, making of cir-
cular transactions, etc.,” the
agency alleged, adding that
income escapement detect-
ed so far was ¥700 crore
spread over six years.

The I-T Department’s se-
cond statement pertained to
the searches in Uttar Pra-

desh’s Lucknow, Basti, Vara-
nasi, Jaunpur and Kolkata,
on the group dealing in min-
ing, hospitality, news media,
liquor and real estate. The
agency seized I3 crore in
cash and placed under res-
traint 16 lockers.

“Evidence found during
searches establishes that the
group has been earning huge
outside-the-books income
through mining, processing
and sales in liquor, flour bu-
siness, real estate, etc.,” said
the agency, alleging that the
consequent unaccounted-
for income exceeded 390
crore as per preliminary
findings.

- Gehlot [ikely to expand
~ his Cabinet next week

Senior Cong. leaders arriving for talks

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAIPUR

The Congress-ruled Rajas-
than is likely to see Cabinet
expansion and political ap-
pointments next week, par-
ty sources said on Saturday.

The sources said AICC
general secretary (organisa-
tion) K.C. Venugopal and
All India Congress Commit-
tee general secretary in
charge for Rajasthan are ar-
riving here on Saturday
night to hold a discussion
with Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot over Cabinet reshuf-
fle, appointment of district
heads of the party organisa-
tion and other political
appointments.

“Both the leaders are ar-
riving in Jaipur tonight by
road,” they said.

Mr. Venugopal is also a
Rajya Sabha MP from
Rajasthan.

The meeting of both the
leaders with Mr. Gehlot is
likely to be held at the Chief
Minister’s residence late at
night.

Focus on Rajasthan
After Punjab, the party high
command has shifted focus
on Rajasthan, where de-
mands for Cabinet expan-
sion and political appoint-
ments gained momentum
after reports of resentment
in the camp led by former
Deputy Chief Minister Sa-
chin Pilot, who along with
18 MLAs had rebelled
against the leadership of
Mr. Gehlot last year.

A couple of days ago, Mr.
Pilot had indicated that the
Congress would take suita-
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ble steps soon to address is-
sues raised by him.

He had said that he is in
touch with the party high
command over the issues
raised by him and hoped
that the required steps
would be taken soon.

Mr. Pilot was sacked as
the Deputy CM and PCC
chief in July last year after
he rebelled against the lea-
dership of Mr. Gehlot after
one-month-long  political
crisis, the party high com-
mand announced to form a
three-member committee
to look into the issues
raised by him.

Promises to Pilot camp
Last month, MLAs from the
Pilot camp said the party
should fulfil the promises
made to Mr. Pilot last
month, following which the
demand for Cabinet expan-
sion and political appoint-
ments gained momentum.

At present, there are 21
members in the Council of
Ministers, including the
Chief Minister, and nine
slots are vacant.

Rajasthan can have a
maximum of 30 ministers.
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Vece was part of the

Indian hockey team at the
1972 Munich Olympics.
Jennifer captained the
Indian basketball team

fronts in partnership as we go forward
DEAN THOMPSON,

ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR SOUTH AND

CENTRAL ASIAN AFFAIRS

human rights in India, ac-
cording to a U.S. official.
Mr. Blinken is expected to

sia of “protecting” and “ac-
commodating” cyber hack-
ers and their hacking — has

arrive in New Delhi late on
July 27 and will meet with
his counterpart S. Jaishan-
kar and Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi (according to
the U.S. version of Mr. Blin-
ken’s schedule).

“And with respect to the
human rights and democra-
cy question, yes, you’re
right; I will tell you that we
will raise it, and we will con-
tinue that conversation, be-
cause we firmly believe that
we have more values in
common on those fronts
than we don’t,” Acting As-
sistant Secretary for South
and Central Asian Affairs
Dean Thompson told repor-
ters on Friday, when asked

how important human
rights were to the meeting
agenda.

“And we believe India is
going to be a really impor-
tant part of continuing
those conversations and
building strong efforts on
those fronts in partnership
as we go forward,” he said,
adding that the U.S.-India
bilateral relationship was “
strong” and has, and would,
endure through all types of
U.S. administrations.

On Pegasus spyware
On the question of the Pega-
sus spyware story, Mr.

Thompson was more cir-
cumspect. The phones of a
number of Indian citizens
and foreigners in India were
hacked using this software,
produced by an Israeli firm -
NSO Group - which has said
it sells its software only to
government clients.

“We - I don’t have any
particular special insights
into the India case. I know
this is a broader issue, but I
will say that we’ve been, I
think, quite vocal about try-
ing to find ways for compa-
nies to be able to ensure
that their technology is not
used in these types of ways.

been apparently reluctant
to apply the same standards
to democracies Israel (one
of America’s closest allies)
and India (a partner of
growing significance).

The meetings next week
will cover a host of issues
such as expanding coopera-
tion on the security, cyber,
defence and counter-terro-
rism fronts.

It will also include discus-
sions on the Indo-Pacific
and a partnership among
Quad countries to roll out at
least a billion COVID-19 vac-
cines in 2022 to the Asia re-
gion. Cooperation on cli-
mate action is also expected
to be on the agenda.

How a squirrel sparked off a scientific quest

A 13-year study has finally got to the root of Alison’s colour change

T. NANDAKUMAR
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A black squirrel is indeed a
rarity, at least in India, but
what would have ended up
in captivity as a curious exhi-
bit or a laboratory specimen,
instead became the subject
of a 13-year-long scientific
quest by a multidisciplinary
team of 15 researchers from
various Indian institutes.

Employing the most mod-
ern scientific techniques, in-
cluding morphological and
bioinformatic studies and
molecular and genetic tools,
the scientists embarked on a
mission to unravel the cause
for the colour change.

Ever since it was captured
from the outskirts of Kerala’s
capital city in 2008, Alison,
the black squirrel, named af-
ter a U.XK.-based scientist
who helped identify the ani-
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The latest issue of ‘Current
Science' features Alison on
the cover.

mal, had been the subject of
intense scientific scrutiny.
Following up on the preli-
minary investigations that
confirmed the black animal
to be a variant of the Indian
three-striped palm squirrel
(Funambulus palmarum),
the scientists went on to de-
cipher the genetic causes of

»

the colour change. Finally,
after 13 years of research, the
team found that it was
caused by gene mutation.
The study found that the me-
lanocortin-1 receptor (MCIR)
gene in the animal acted as a
switch to activate the change
in pigmentation.

The study has been pu-
blished in the latest issue of
Current Science.

“At first, we thought it was
a tree shrew but the bushy
tail resembled that of a squir-
rel. Once it was confirmed as
a female melanistic variant
of the Indian palm squirrel,
we realised that it was the
first black one of its kind to
be reported from the Indian
subcontinent,” says Oom-
men V. Oommen, former
chairman, Kerala State Biodi-
versity Board and co-author.

Unlike the U.K., U.S., and

Canada where the black
squirrel has attained sizea-
ble populations, there have
been no reports of the mu-
tant version being sighted
anywhere in India.

The next job was to find
out whether it was a new
species, for which the scien-
tists compared the genes of
the wild squirrel with the
black melanic variant and
found they were 98% similar.
Having confirmed it as a
palm squirrel, they moved
on to the quest to study the
mutation. “Our attempt was
to understand the basic
science behind the colour
change, what it is that
throws the switch,” Prof.
Oommen said. Computa-
tional docking studies sug-
gested the mutation in the
MCIR gene was responsible
for the melanism.

at the Asian Basketball
Championship in 1980.

They had a son. He won
India’s first medal in tennis

at the 1996 Atlanta Olympics.
His name, as some of you
might have guessed

by now, is Leander Paes.

HOW
BASKETBALL
AND HOCKEY
COMBINED TO
WIN INDIAITS
FIRST MEDAL
IN TENNIS.
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Open schooling: children of Odisha vzllage cross State border chasing Internet

They traverse a patch of forest and sit
for online classes in Jharkhand

SATYASUNDAR BARIK
BHUBANESWAR

For Sony Sanjukta Dung
Dung, a geographical bor-
der does not mean all that
much. Though she stays in a
remote Odisha village, on
most days she leads a group
of students to Jharkhand so
that they all can study.

Ms. Sanjukta, who be-
longs to a tribal community
and has studied till Class 12,
is from Rangamati, a village
in Sundargarh district under
the Kutra block. Like mil-
lions of students whose
classes were interrupted by
COVID-19, the children of
Rangamati too faced a big
setback because of the lack
of access to Internet.

Ms. Sanjukta also realised
that the lack of connectivity
did not only limit access to
education, it also rendered
children vulnerable to being
forced to work from a very
early age. She thus took the

brave decision of following
the mobile signal, even if it
took her across the Odisha-
Jharkhand border.

Thus, for the past several
months, Ms. Sanjukta, along
with a small group of prim-
ary school children of her
village, walks to Kadopani in
Jharkhand’s Bolba block,
about 5 km from her village
Rangamati. As a forest has to
be traversed, villagers often
escort them.

‘Nothing new’

“Telephone connectivity in
my village and its surround-
ings has been very inconsis-
tent. Chasing a mobile signal
is nothing new to us. At odd
hours, people have to cross
the State border to call am-
bulances. When educational
institutes were shut down
and online classes were of-
fered as the only alternative
mode of teaching, we were
left with no option but to

Long journey: Children from Rangamati in Odisha sit down for classes at the State border with
Jharkhand after picking up Internet connectivity. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

start classes wherever signal
is available,” says Ms. San-
jukta.

The Odisha government
has been live-streaming les-

sons for Classes 1 to 10 on
YouTube.

“Wherever I pick strong
Internet speed, I download
study materials immediately

and store it to refer while
conducting offline classes at
the village. We also carry
mats with us. We sit down
for online classes upon find-

ing connectivity,” she says.

Kutra block Education Of-
ficer Guru Charan Sahoo
concedes that since the last
academic session, educa-
tion has been adversely
impacted.

State effort

“Internet penetration in Ku-
tra block is very poor. As a
matter of fact, we are able to
reach merely 20-25% stu-
dents through online educa-
tion. We have persuaded
our teachers to conduct of-
fline classes after taking the
consent of parents. Howev-
er, we have not been able to
reach out to all students
through our intervention,”
Mr. Sahoo said.

The situation is some-
what similar in other Sun-
dargarh blocks such as Sub-
dega, Nuagaon, Bisra and
Kuanarmunda. QOdisha’s
School and Mass Education
Secretary Satyabrata Sahu
too admitted that only 40%
of students in the State were
able access online classes.

In another desperate ef-

fort to continue studies, Kav-
ita Nisika, a Kondh tribal girl
from Hadia village in Raya-
gada, had to take a one-
room house on rent in the
district headquarters in or-
der to access Internet con-
nectivity. Her widowed
mother, a daily wager, and
older sister, toil hard to fund
her stay at Rayagada.

Before the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Ms. Nisika had en-
rolled in Bhubaneswar’s Kal-
inga Institute of Social
Sciences. She had almost
lost a year without a smart-
phone or connectivity.
When she was contacted by
her institute on the contin-
uation of her studies, she
had to work along with her
mother and sister to buy a
smartphone.

In Rangamati village, Sibi-
lian Gudia, who would have
been in Class 10 this year,
has started assisting his fath-
er in wage-work, leaving be-
hind his schooling.

There have been innum-
erable instances of hardship
in rural Odisha, especially in

tribal pockets, where stu-
dents trek mountains and
climb trees to find mobile
networks.

In the Machhkund area of
Koraput, students keep visit-
ing bordering areas to catch
the signal from the Jio tele-
com brand’s towers in And-
hra Pradesh. They have
been seen attending online
classes in the middle of
roads.

Tele-density figures
According to the Odisha
Economic Survey, tele-den-
sity and Internet penetra-
tion is lower than the nation-
al average in the State.

“The overall tele-density
of Odisha is 76.46%, while
the national average is
87.37%. Similarly, Internet
subscribers per 100 popula-
tion of the State are 43.95 in
comparison to the national
average of 55.12. The Inter-
net subscription per 100
population in rural areas
stands at 34.51 whereas it is
85.98 in case of urban
areas,” the survey says.

What the nose tells
of COVID prognosis

Reasons for severe disease analysed

RAMYA KANNAN
CHENNAI

A new study has suggested
that the responses to the
SARS-CoV-2 virus in the
nose and throat might help
determine who will develop
severe disease and who will
get through with mild dis-
ease or not develop the
illness.

SARS-CoV-2, like other
respiratory coronaviruses,
enters through the mouth
or nose and initially repli-
cates within the epithelial
cells of the human nasoph-
arynx region, generating an
upper respiratory infection
over several days, the auth-
ors explain. A subset of pa-
tients develop symptoms of
lower respiratory infection,
and a complete understand-
ing of why some people
lapse into a serious disease
while others don’t is still
elusive.

The study that was pu-
blished in the journal Cell
tries to provide answers to
this question. Which cells
does SARS-CoV-2 primarily
target and how does the in-
fection influence the respi-
ratory epithelium, or the tis-
sue that lines the respiratory
tract, it asked, and went on
to suggest that “failed nasal
epithelial anti-viral immuni-
ty may underlie and pre-
cede severe COVID-19”.

Teams from the Boston
Children’s Hospital and the
University of Mississippi
Medical Centre collaborated
to study the SARS-CoV infec-
tion in the nasopharyngeal
area from those with CO-
VID-19, ranging from sub-

SUDOKU

Failed nasal epithelial
anti-viral immunity may
precede severe COVID-19.

jects who were mildly symp-
tomatic to those who were
critically ill.

Interferon response

José Ordovas-Montafiés of
the Boston Children’s Hospi-
tal, and co-senior investiga-
tor of the study, has been
quoted: “Why some people
get more sick than others
has been one of the most
puzzling aspects of this vi-
rus from the beginning....
many studies looking for
risk predictors have looked
for signatures in the blood,
but blood may not really be
the right place to look.”
Further, he explained: “Eve-
ryone with severe COVID-19
had a blunted interferon
response early on in their
epithelial cells, and were
never able to ramp up a
defense.”

Despite equivalent viral
loads, in people with mild
or moderate COVID-19, the
epithelial cells express anti-
viral/interferon-responsive
genes, whereas the cells in
patients with severe CO-
VID-19 have muted anti-viral
responses, the authors
wrote.
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‘No plans for two child policy’

Centre does not have any such proposal, says Minister of State for Health

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Centre has denied hav-
ing a two child policy, a
question that has gained re-
sonance following the Uttar
Pradesh government’s draft
policy under which it pro-
poses to disincentivise those
with more than two children
and even bar them from go-
vernment benefits. The
State’s policy, set out in a
draft Bill, is now open for pu-
blic comment.

On Friday, Minister of
State for Health and Family
Welfare Bharati Pawar un-
derlined that the Centre had
no plans for a two-child poli-
cy, in response to a question
from BJP MP Uday Pratap
Singh in the Lok Sabha.

The Centre, she said, has
been implementing the Na-
tional Family Planning Pro-
gramme, which provided vo-
luntary and informed
choices to all citizens regard-
less of their religion or sects
through a target-free ap-

(l,) International experience has
shown that any coercion or
diktat to have a certain number of
children is counter-productive and ,
leads to demographic distortions

like sex selective abortions,
abandonment of the female child

and even female infanticide
BHARATI PAWAR
Minister of State for Health & Family Welfare

proach with the objective of
checking population growth
in the country.

India’s national popula-
tion policy was framed in
2000 with the long term ob-
jective of attaining “popula-
tion stabilisation” by 2045
and several initiatives had
been taken under the Na-
tional Family Planning Pro-
gramme towards this, the
Minister said.

These included a Mission
Parivar Vikas to include ac-
cess to contraceptives and
family planning services in
146 high fertility districts in

‘Mid-century target for

net zero inadequate'
India wants G20 pledge for 2030

JACOB KOSHY

NEW DELHI

At the conclusion of the
G20 climate meet, India on
Saturday said that pledges
by some countries to
achieve net zero GHG emis-
sions or ‘carbon neutrality’
by mid-century were in-
adequate, when consider-
ing the rights of developing
countries to economic
growth.

“We have noted the
pledges made by some
countries to achieve net ze-
ro GHG emissions or carbon
neutrality by or around
mid-century. However, this
may not be adequate in
view of fast depleting availa-
ble carbon space. Therefore
and keeping in view, the leg-
itimate need of developing
countries to growth, we
urge G20 countries to com-
mit to bringing down per
capita emissions to Global
average by 2030,” said the
Indian statement .

The G20 climate summit,
which concluded on Friday,
comes roughly about 100
days before the Conference
of Parties (COP 26) is set to
begin in Glasgow, Scotland.

Forest cover

The net zero emissions ref-
er to a situation where a
country is able to remove at
least as much carbon diox-
ide from the atmosphere as
it is emitting.

This can be done by in-
creasing forest cover or
through technologies such
as carbon capture. India’s
position as the third largest
greenhouse gas emitter but
also with among the lowest
per capita emissions means

Fe

India has emphasised that
developing countries have a
“legitimate need" to grow.

that it has always resisted a
hard deadline — some coun-
tries have set their target
years as 2050 or 2060 — to
commit to a net-zero future.
It is expected that the forth-
coming COP 26 talks in Glas-
gow will see a commitment
by the United States.

Plan outline

Countries periodically sub-
mit the National Deter-
mined Contributions (NDC)
that outline their plans to-
wards capping emission.

As per the NDCs submit-
ted to the UNFCCC under
Paris the Agreement, the
pledge of the United States
falls short of its fair share by
12 tonnes of CO2 per capita,
of the U.K. by 14.1 tonnes, of
China by 0.2 tonnes, and of
India by 0.4 tonnes, accord-
ing to Council on Energy
Environment and Water, a
New Delhi based think-tank.

The fair share represents
the reductions countries
must achieve to ensure that
the greenhouse gas levels
are below that to prevent a
1.5 average temperature rise
over the globe by the turn of
the century.

seven high focus States, ex-
panding contraceptive
choices by making condoms,
combined oral contraceptive
pills, emergency contracep-
tive pills, intrauterine con-
traceptive device (IUCDs)
and sterilisation more acces-
sible. A scheme to compen-
sate those who undergo vo-
luntary sterilisation for any
loss of wages and for the ser-
vice provider and team for
conducting sterilisation is al-
so in place.

As aresult, said Dr. Pawar,
India’s total fertility rate had
declined from 2.7 to 2.2 from

2005-06 (NFHS III) to 2015-
16 (NFHS 1V); 28 out of 36
States and Union Territories
have already achieved the re-
placement level fertility of
2.1 or less and the Crude
Birth Rate has declined from
23.8 to 20.0 from 2005 to
2018.

The Programme of Action
(PoA) of the International
Conference on Population
and Development, Cairo,
1994, to which India is a sig-
natory, is unequivocally
against coercion in family
planning, said Dr. Pawar.

International experience
had shown that any coercion
or diktat to have a certain
number of children was
counter-productive and led
to demographic distortions
like sex selective abortions,
abandonment of the female
child and even female infan-
ticide due to intense son pre-
ference, all of which even-
tually resulted in a skewed
sex ratio, the Minister said in
her written reply.

Buddha’s teachings have
served us well, says PM

All the more relevant during pandemic’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday said Lord
Buddha’s teachings have be-
come all the more relevant
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic and that India had
shown how it could face ad-
versities by following his
path.

As a part of the Dhamma
Chakra and Ashadha Purni-
ma programme organised
by the International Budd-
hist Confederation, Mr. Mo-
di said in a video message:
“Lord Buddha is all the
more relevant in today’s
times of corona pandemic.
India has shown how we can
face even the most difficult
challenges by following the
path of the Buddha. Today
all the countries are moving
in solidarity and becoming
each other’s strength by fol-
lowing the teachings of the
Buddha.”

According to an English

Narendra Modi

translation of his speech re-
leased by the PMO, Mr. Modi
cited Buddha’s teachings
and said “enmity does not
quell enmity”.

“Rather, enmity is
calmed with love and by a
big heart. In times of trage-
dy, the world has expe-
rienced this power of love
and harmony,” he said.

The programme also in-
cluded a video message
from President Ram Nath
Kovind.

CISCE announces Class 10, 12 results

Over 99% clear ICSE & ISC exams; no merit list to be published this year too

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
FVVDELHI
The Council for the Indian
School Certificate Examina-
tions (CISCE) announced the
results for Classes 10 and 12
on Saturday.

Girls and boys achieved

the same pass percentage of

99.98% in Class 10, while
girls outshone boys by a mar-
gin of 0.2% in Class 12. “In
Class 12, the pass percentage

of girls is 99.86%, while that

of boys is 99.66%,” CISCE
chief executive and secre-
tary Gerry Arathoon said.
The CISCE, which con-
ducts the ICSE (Class 10) and
ISC (Class 12) examinations,
had cancelled them this year

in view of the second wave of

COVID-19. The results have
been prepared on the basis
of an alternative assessment
policy decided by the CISCE.

ICSE students who
celebrated in school
followed COVID norms.

The CISCE said that as last
year, there would be no me-
rit list this time too in view of
the exceptional circumstanc-
es in which the results had
been prepared.

Mr. Arathoon said the op-
tion of rechecking of answer
scripts would not be availa-
ble this year as candidates

had been awarded “imputed
marks”.

Grievance resolution
However, a dispute resolu-
tion mechanism would be in
place for correction of calcu-
lation errors, if any.

A total of 2,422 schools
had presented candidates
for the Indian Certificate of
Secondary Education (ICSE)
exam, while 1,166 schools
had presented candidates
for the Indian School Certifi-
cate (ISC) exam. A total of
2,19,499 students, including
54.14% boys and 45.86%
girls, appeared for Class 10
exams, while 94,011 candi-
dates, including 53.67% per
cent boys and 46.33% girls
sat for the Class 12 exams.

For evaluating Class 12
candidates, the parameters
included average marks of

papers and subjects scored
in Classes 11 and 12. The aver-
age of Class 10 marks, includ-
ing English and best four
subjects, and marks of pro-
ject work and practical ex-
ams during Class 12 were ta-
ken into consideration.

For Class 10, the result has
been tabulated on the basis
of average marks scored by
candidates in various exams
and tests in Classes 9 and 10
besides internal assessment
marks, including the project
and practical work.

The southern region had
the best pass percentage
(100) followed by the west-
ern region with a pass per-
centage of 99.99 in Class 10.

In Class 12, southern and
western regions registered a
pass percentage of 99.91 fol-
lowed by northern region at
99.75%.

Another elephant electrocuted in Odisha

STAFF REPORTER
BHUBANESWAR

Another elephant was killed
on Friday in Odisha’s Dhen-
kanal district after coming
into contact with live electric
wire. Since April alone, five
elephants have died of elec-
trocution.

The incident was reported
from the Hindol Range of the
Dhenkanal Forest Division.
“Some people had set up a
trap with live electric wire
fence for wild boar. The ele-
phant from a seven-member
herd accidentally came into
contact with it, leading to the
death,” said Dhenkanal Divi-
sional Forest Officer Prakash
Chand Gogineni.

“From our initial investi-
gation, we got to know about
involvement of six persons.
Four persons have been ar-
rested. Two will soon be ap-
prehended,” Mr. Gogineni
said. This was the second
electrocution in the Dhenka-
nal division.

Preventable deaths
“Despite a large number of
elephant deaths in the State
due to electrocution, which
are completely avoidable, no
visible step is being taken to
prevent them,” said Biswajit
Mohanty, who heads the Wil-
dlife Society of Orissa (WSO).
According to the WSO,
389 elephants have died in

The elephant that got
electrocuted in Dhenkanal.

Qdisha since 2016-17. Of the
389, as many as 60 elephants
died accidentally by contact
with live wires. While earlier,

»

sagging overhead transmis-
sion lines were responsible
for electrocution deaths,
more recently, traps to kill
wild animals have claimed
elephants.

“Minimum measures
could have saved precious
elephants in the State. Regu-
lar patrolling by field level
forest staff can keep mis-
creants at bay. At the same
time, the power distribution
companies should have in-
stalled earth-leakage circuit
breakers (ELCB), which
would have ensured power
disconnection upon ele-
phant coming in contact
with live wire,” Mr. Mohanty
said.
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Biden, Ghani question Taliban's motives

U.S. reaffirms commitment to continue supporting Afghan security forces to defend themselves

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN

U.S President Joe Biden and
Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani have, during a Friday
phone call, concluded that
the Taliban’s brutal cam-
paign in Afghanistan after
the departure of most U.S.
and NATO troops is not con-
sistent with the group’s
claimed support for a nego-
tiated peace settlement in
Afghanistan.

“President Biden and Pre-
sident Ghani agreed that the
Taliban’s current offensive is
in direct contradiction to the
movement’s claim to sup-
port a negotiated settlement
of the conflict. President Bi-
den also reaffirmed the Unit-
ed States’ commitment to
continue supporting the Af-
ghan security forces to de-
fend themselves,” a White
House readout of the lead-
ers’ phone call said.

The two leaders “de-
plored” the loss of innocent
lives via targeted killings and
the displacement of civilians
and the damage to infras-

Amnesty

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS
Allegations that govern-
ments used phone malware
supplied by an Israeli firm to
spy on journalists, activists
and heads of state have “ex-
posed a global human rights
crisis,” Amnesty Internation-
al said, asking for a moratori-
um on the sale and use of
surveillance technology.

In a statement on Friday,
the NGO warned of “the de-
vastating impact of the poor-

Show of strength: Taliban supporters at the border town of
Spin Boldak in Afghanistan on July 14. =ap

tructure and buildings.
According to the White
House, Mr. Biden reaffirmed
continued U.S. support and
aid for the country, including
for Afghan women, girls and
minorities — whose status is
extremely precarious given
the Taliban’s history of re-
pression of these groups.
“President Biden urged
continued work for unity
among Afghan leaders on be-
half of the Islamic Republic
of Afghanistan and the va-
lues on which it is based. The

two leaders discussed the
importance of Afghans com-

ing together to support their
common interest in security :

and peace, and President Bi-
den underscored continued

U.S. diplomatic engagement

in support of a durable and
just political settlement,” the
readout said.

Earlier in July, Mr. Biden

had said that it was “highly

unlikely” that there was go-
ing to be one unified govern-
ment controlling the whole
of Afghanistan.

Night curfew imposed
to stem Taliban advance

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KABUL
Afghan authorities on
Saturday imposed a
night-time curfew across 31
of the country’s 34
provinces to curb surging
violence unleashed by a
Taliban offensive in recent
months, the Interior
Ministry said.

The Taliban have

captured key border
crossings, dozens of
districts and encircled
several provincial capitals
since early May. “Night
curfew has been imposed in
31 provinces across the
country,” except in Kabul,
Panjshir and Nangarhar, it
said. The curfew will be
effective between 10 p.m.
and 4 a.m local time.

US. unveils $100 million
fund for Afghan refugees

REUTERS
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Joe Biden on
Friday authorised up to
$100 million from an
emergency fund to meet
“urgent” refugee needs
stemming from the
situation in Afghanistan,

including for immigration
visa applicants, the White
House said. The first batch
of evacuees and their
families is expected to be
flown by month end to Fort
Lee, where they will wait
for the final processing of
their visa applications.

seeks moratorium on surveillance tech

ly regulated spyware indus-
try on human rights
worldwide.”

The NSO Group’s Pegasus
software — able to switch on
a phone’s camera or micro-
phone and harvest its data —
is at the centre of a storm af-
ter a list of about 50,000 po-
tential surveillance targets
was leaked to rights groups.

Amnesty  International
and French media nonprofit
Forbidden Stories collabo-
rated with a clutch of media

Thousands pour in for
Budapest Pride march

Law on LGBTQ issues sparks row with EU

REUTERS
BUDAPEST

Thousands of Hungarians
joined the annual Budapest
Pride march on Saturday to
support LGBTQ people and
protest against a law that li-
mits teaching about homo-
sexuality and transgender
issues in schools.

Hungary’s  nationalist
Prime Minister Viktor Or-
ban, in power since 2010,
has introduced social poli-
cies that he says aim to safe-
guard traditional Christian
values from Western liberal-
ism, stoking tensions with
the European Union.

The European Commis-
sion has launched legal ac-
tion against Mr. Orban’s go-
vernment over the new law,
which came into force this
month, saying it is discrimi-
natory and contravenes Eu-
ropean values of tolerance
and individual freedom.

Demonstrators at the
march through the streets of
central Budapest said the le-
gislation was dividing the
former Soviet-bloc nation

ELSEWHERE

'UNESCO cr|t|C|sm over
Hagia Sophia is biased’
ISTANBUL

Turkey on Saturday rejected
the UNESCO's criticism of the
conversion of Byzantine-era
Hagia Sophia cathedral into a
mosque last year. UNESCO
asked Turkey on Friday to
submit a report about the
state of conservation of the
Hagia Sophia, expressing
"grave concern” over its
conversion into a mosque. arp

Russia sends aid to Cuba
after anti-govt. protests
MOoscow

Russia dispatched nearly 100
tonnes of humanitarian aid to
Cuba, the Defence Ministry
said on Saturday, following
protests over the communist
country's worst economic
crisis in decades. The delivery
was ordered by President
Vladimir Putin, it said. arp

CcM
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and now a member of the
European Union.

“The law is an outrage.
We live in the 21st century,
when things like that should
not be happening. We are
no longer in communist
times, this is the EU and eve-
ryone should be able to live
freely,” Istvan, 27, said at the
march with his boyfriend.

Orban’s Fidesz-Christian
Democrat government,
which faces a tough election
next year, says LGBTQ rights
and other such social issues
are matters for national go-
vernments to decide. It says
the law aims to protect chil-
dren not target
homosexuals.

Organisers said in a state-
ment the rally would show
opposition to “power-hun-
gry politicians” and reject
intimidation of LGBTQ peo-
ple. “Instead of protecting
minorities, the Fidesz-Chris-
tian Democrat government
is using laws to make mem-
bers of the LGBTQ commun-
ity outcasts in their own
country,” they said.

companies, including the
Washington Post, the Guar-
dian and Le Monde, to ana-
lyse and publish the list.

French President Emma-
nuel Macron, who was on
the list of alleged targets, had
to change his phone and
number.

“Not only does it expose
the risk and harm to those
individuals unlawfully tar-
geted, but also the extremely
destabilising consequences
on global human rights and

the security of the digital en-
vironment at large,” Agnes
Callamard, Amnesty’s Secre-
tary General, said in the
statement. Israel group NSO
“is just one company.”

“This is a dangerous in-
dustry that has operated on
the edges of legality for too
long, and this cannot be al-
lowed to continue,” she said.

“Now, we urgently need
greater regulation over the
cyber surveillance industry,
accountability for human

rights violations and abuses,
and greater oversight over
this shadowy industry.”

Amnesty called for an im-
mediate moratorium on any
export, sale, transfer and use
of surveillance technology
“until there is a human
rights-compliant regulatory
framework in place.”

The list of alleged targets
includes at least 180 journal-
ists, 600 politicians, 85 hu-
man rights activists and 65
business leaders.

Protesters, police clash
over Australia lockdown

Violence after officials said curbs could be extended till Oct.

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SYDNEY

Thousands marched
through Australia’s two big-
gest cities in anti-lockdown
protests on Saturday, spark-
ing violent clashes with pol-
ice in Sydney.

Dozens of protesters were
arrested after an unauthor-
ised march flouted public
health orders in Sydney,
while several confrontations
with police broke out during
the hours-long rally.

Officers were pelted with
pot plants and bottles of wa-
ter as opponents of Sydney’s
month-long stay-at-home or-
der took to the streets in
numbers.

Thousands also crowded
several streets in Melbourne
after gathering outside the
state Parliament.

The largely maskless prot-
esters were flouting rules on
non-essential travel and pu-
blic gatherings, a day after
authorities suggested the
restrictions could remain in
place until October.

“I am utterly disgusted by
the illegal protesters in the
city today whose selfish ac-
tions have compromised the
safety of all of us,” the pre-
mier of Sydney’s state of
New South Wales, Gladys Be-
rejiklian, said in a statement.

Hundreds of police res-
ponded to the Sydney prot-
est, with several demonstra-
tors pulled from the crowd
in handcuffs by officers. Pol-
ice said they issued nearly
100 fines and arrested 57
people.

Police in Melbourne said
six people were arrested.

China braces for Typhoon In-fa

In Philippines, thousands flee flooded villages after days of torrential rains

ASSOCIATED PRESS
MANILA

Airline flights were cancelled
in eastern China and cargo
ships were ordered out of
the area on Saturday as Ty-
phoon In-fa churned toward
the mainland after dumping
rain on Taiwan. This comes
amid ongoing rescue efforts
to move residents out of
flooded neighbourhoods in
central China after torrential
rains killed at least 56 people

Infa is likely to hit the
coast of Zhejiang province,
south of Shanghai, on Sun-
day afternoon or evening,
the provincial weather de-
partment announced.

The storm had sustained
winds of 155 km per hour
with gusts up to 191 km per
hour as it moved northwest
away from Taiwan, the is-
land’s weather  bureau
reported.

Schools, markets and bu-
sinesses in Zhejiang were or-
dered to close, the official
Xinhua News Agency said. It
said road traffic would be
suspended when necessary.

The airport in the provin-

Safe passage: Residents crossing a flooded street on a loader
after heavy rains in Xinxiang, China. =arp

cial capital of Hangzhou,
southwest of Shanghai, can-
celed 90% of flights on Sun-
day and was expected to
cancel more on Monday, the
newspaper Zhejiang Daily
reported on its website.

Large container ships
were evacuated from Yang-
shan Port in Shanghai, one
of the world’s busiest ship-
ping centers, according to
Xinhua. It cited port man-
agement as saying winds off
the coast were 89 to 102 kph
(55 to 65 mph) and would
accelerate.

Meanwhile, thousands of

China forces tutoring
companies to go non-profit

New rules aimed at easing pressure on students, parents

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SHANGHAI

China is forcing after-school
tutoring companies to regis-
ter as non-profits and ban-
ning classes on weekends
and holidays, according to
government documents pu-
blished by state media on
Saturday.

The new rules, aimed at
ease pressure on children,
parents and teachers, are a
major blow to the country’s
multi-billion-dollar private
education industry.

Chinese authorities will
stop approving new after-
school educational institu-
tions and all existing organi-
sations must now be regis-
tered as non-profits,
according to the document
published by CCTV and
authored by China’s State

»
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Policy change: New rules are a big blow to China's
multi-billion-dollar private education industry. =istockpHoTo

Council and the Communist
Party’s Central Committee.

No weekend classes
These institutions will also
be barred from giving class-
es on weekends, public holi-
days and school vacations.
Chinese schoolchildren
have a notoriously large
amount of homework,

which can often keep them
up late into the night, as pa-
rents fight to give their chil-
dren a leg up in an intensely
competitive and exam-cen-
tric education system.

That has spawned a mas-
sive private tutoring indus-
try, which was worth $260
billion in 2018, according to
L.E.K. Consulting.

residents fled flooded com-
munities and swollen rivers
in the Philippines capital
and outlying provinces on
Saturday after days of torren-
tial monsoon rains, which
left at least one villager dead,
officials said.

Officials said they strug-
gled to open more emergen-
cy shelters in order to allow
social distancing among the
displaced residents and pre-
vent evacuation camps from
turning into epicenters of
COVID-19 infections. In the
hard-hit city of Marikina in
the capital region, nearly

New cars for
Uganda MPs
spark outrage

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KAMPALA

Uganda this week doled
out €25 million euros to
MPs to buy new cars,
sparking outrage in a poor
country where the pan-
demic has wreaked havoc.

Each of the 529 lawmak-
ers were handed 200 mil-
lion shillings (€48,000 eu-
ros) to buy new vehicles at
a time when COVID-19 cas-
es are surging.

“It is unacceptable for a
government to buy luxu-
ries to a small group in Par-
liament, who receive
monthly pay of over 30
million shillings (about
$8,000) while the larger
population are unable to
feed themselves,” said
Anet Nana Namata, a hu-
man rights defender. A la-
bourer earns monthly sal-
ary of about €24 while a
teacher gets about €64.

15,000 residents were evac-
uated to safety overnight as
waters rose alarmingly in a
major river.

“This situation will be too
difficult if there won’t be a
permanent solution to flood-
ing, especially now with the
threat from the delta var-
iant,” Marikina Mayor Marce-
lino Teodoro said.

Many of the residents
were evacuated from flood-
prone villages in Marikina
overnight, depriving them of
sleep, said Mr. Teodoro. He
blamed years of illegal log-
ging in nearby mountains
and heavy siltation in Mariki-
na River for constant flood-
ing in his city.

In-fa has churned off the
country’s eastern coast. A
cargo boat overturned after
being lashed by strong waves
on Saturday close to a port in
Pio Duran town in Albay pro-
vince, southeast of Manila.
Its 10 crewmen were rescued
by firefighters and villagers,
who used a rope to pull the
overturned boat closer to
the coast, the coast guard
said.

Growing unease: Protesters and mounted police clash at
Sydney Town Hall on Saturday. =ap

Protests in Italy against
COVID-19 certificates
ROME

Thousands of people
protested in cities across Italy
on Saturday against the
government's introduction of
restrictions on unvaccinated
people as Rome tries to slow
an upturn in COVID-19
infections. They were
protesting against Green Pass,

COVID-19 certificate, which
will be required from August 6
to enter cinemas, museums,
indoor swimming pools or
sports stadiums, or eat indoors
at restaurants. arp

New South Wales Police
Minister David Elliott said
detectives would be scour-
ing footage to identify and
charge as many people as
possible. “What we saw to-
day in Sydney is unfortu-
nately something that we’ve
seen in cities that we all
shake our head at,” Mr. El-
liott said.

Organisers had dubbed

. French protesters reject
. Bill mandating passes
 PARIS

: Tens of thousands of people,
¢ including far-right activists

: and members of France's

: yellow vest movement,

. protested on Saturday across
© the country against a Bill

¢ requiring everyone to have a
. special virus pass to enter

© restaurants and mandating
an extension of the EU's digital :
: workers. Most French adults
: are fully vaccinated and

© multiple polls indicate a

: majority of French people

: support the new measures.

© But not everyone. ap

vaccinations for all health care

the protest a “freedom” rally
and publicised it on social
media pages frequently used
to spread vaccine disinfor-
mation and conspiracy
theories.

Attendees carried signs
and banners reading “Wake
up Australia” and “Drain the
Swamp” — echoing messages
seen in similar demonstra-
tions overseas.

Terrorists behind
Baghdad bombing held

IS-claimed attack had killed 30 people

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BAGHDAD

Iraqi Prime Minister Musta-
fa al-Kadhemi announced
on Saturday the arrest of
members of a “terror cell”
behind the Baghdad market
bombing that killed dozens
and was claimed by the Is-
lamic State group.

The attack sparked revul-
sion and renewed fears
about the reach of IS, which
lost its last territory in Iraq
after a gruelling campaign
that ended in late 2017, but
retains sleeper cells in re-
mote desert and mountain
areas.

The bombing took place
on Monday at Al-Woheilat
market in Sadr City, a Shiite
suburb in the capital, and
officially killed 30 people,
excluding  the  direct
perpetrator.

“We have arrested all the
members of the cowardly
terrorist cell that planned
and perpetrated the attack,”
Kadhemi said on Twitter,
“and they will be put before
a judge today.”

The Prime Minister did
not specify the number of
people arrested, but a
source at the interior minis-
try said the suspects were
anticipated to make tele-
vised “confessions”, a com-
mon occurence for major
crimes in Iraq.

Deadly attacks were com-
mon in Baghdad during the
sectarian bloodletting that
followed the US-led invasion
of 2003, and later on as IS
swept across much of the
country in a lightning offen-
sive in 2014.

Iraq declared IS defeated
in late 2017 after a fierce
three-year campaign and at-
tacks became relatively rare
in the capital — until January
this year when a twin IS-
claimed suicide bombing
killed 32 people in another
market.

The US-led coalition that
supported Iraq’s campaign
against IS has significantly
drawn down its troop levels
over the past year, citing in-
creased capabilities of Iraqi
forces..
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EXAMINATION NOTICE: NATA-2021
Subject:- Announcement of Third Test of NATA-2021

The Council of Architecture is pleased to announce that the Third Test of National Aptitude Test in
Architecture (NATA) 2021 shall be conducted on September 3, 2021.

As per the Regulations of 2020, all candidates need to qualify an Aptitude Test conducted by
the Council (i.e. NATA) for admission to B.Arch. course. Therefore, all candidates who have
passed in any other aptitude test in Architecture conducted by other authorities shall also be
required to qualify NATA in order to be eligible for admission to the B.Arch. course.

As per NATA 2021 Brochure, a candidate shall be allowed to appear for NATA 2021 only for a
maximum of two times. Therefore, candidates who have not appeared in either one or both
tests of NATA are eligible to register and appear for Third NATA Test. Further, those candidates
who, after registering themselves for NATA, could not appear or remained absent in the either
one or both tests of NATA due to any reason, may also register for Third NATA Test.

The NATA portal shall also be opened shortly to facilitate the students to register for Third NATA
Test. The NATA-2021 Brochure with details of registration & other important dates for Third test
shall be soon uploaded on the websites www.nata.in and www.coa.gov.in.

COUNCIL OF ARCHITECTURE

A Statutory Authority of Government of India

India Habitat Centre, Core 6A, Ist Floor, Lodhi Road,
New Delhi-110003

MEF CAIF I

The eligible candidates desirous to take admission into 1st year of 5-year B.Arch. degree course
are advised to register themselves for Third Test of NATA-2021.

Registrar
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SNAPSHOTS

First sight

Itis a puzzle how newborn
mammals can make visual
sense of the world around
them, even though they have
not seen anything earlier. An
article published in Science
draws attention to waves of
dreamlike activity that
emanate from the neonatal
retina before they open their
eyes. This activity disappears
soon after birth. The waves
mimic the activity that would
occur if the animal was moving
forward in the environment.

Gut inheritance

A study of over 16,000 gut
microbiome profiles collected
over a period of 14 years from
baboons in Kenya's Amboseli
National Park found that many
of the gut bacteria are
heritable. This heritability is
not a constant but changes
over time, seasons and with
age. While genes played a
significantly smaller role than
the environment, the study,
published in Science, also
found that several traits that
were heritable in baboons
were also heritable in humans.

Moon-forming region seen around

Can vaccinating health workers be made mandatory?

France has already made it mandatory for healthcare workers to get vaccinated, like in the case of Greece and Italy

R. PRASAD

On July 12, France made it
mandatory for healthcare
workers to get vaccinated.
Beginning September 15, all
unvaccinated healthcare
workers in France will not re-
ceive salary or be allowed to
work.

Likewise, Greece and Italy
too have made vaccination
mandatory for healthcare
workers from fall this year. In
the U.K., care home workers
would be required by law to
have the COVID-19
vaccination.

Virologist Dr. Shahid Ja-
meel, Director of the Trivedi
School of Biosciences at Ash-
oka University, cites manda-
tory smallpox vaccination in
several European countries.

Similarly, polio vaccina-
tion was made mandatory in
several European countries.
At this time childhood vacci-
nation is mandatory in sever-
al EU countries and recom-
mended in others, Dr. Jameel
adds.

Wide exemptions
“Compulsory  vaccination
has never meant people
should be vaccinated against
their will. These provisions
have always been imple-
mented with fairly wide ex-
emptions on religious, social
and philosophical grounds,”
says Dr. Chandrakant Lahari-
ya, physician-epidemiologist
in an email.

In France, it is not the

healthcare workers alone
who have been targeted. As
per the announcement, all
unvaccinated people will be
denied entry into certain pu-
blic places like theatres,
sports venues and festivals
involving more than 50 peo-
ple in France from July 21,
and cafes, bars, restaurants,
shopping malls, and long-dis-
tance trains from August 1.
Entry will be permitted only
when unvaccinated people
show a negative test result.

Age-old measure
Enforcing reasonable restric-
tion in access to public plac-
es to prevent virus transmis-
sion appears fair and is an
age-old public health mea-
sure. Individuals still retain
the choice — whether to get
vaccinated or not. “Such pol-
icies serve more of a nudge
to get vaccinated. There is a
qualitative difference bet-
ween being denying entry to
a venue and denying salary
or refusal to allow to work, as
this would impact their eco-
nomic and social well-being
and can have implications
beyond the individual,” says
Dr. Anant Bhan, global
health and bioethics re-
searcher.

“Denying salary unless
vaccinated would be coer-
cive as it puts an individual at
disadvantage,” says Dr.
Lahariya.

Dr. Giridhara Babu, Epide-
miologist at the Public
Health Foundation of India,

exoplanet for the first time

REUTERS

Scientists for the first time
have spotted a moon-form-
ing region around a planet
beyond our solarsystem - a
Jupiter-like world surround-
ed by a disc of gas and dust
massive enough that it could
spawn three moons the size
of the one orbiting Earth.

The researchers used the
ALMA observatory in Chile's
Atacama desert to detect the
disc of swirling material ac-
cumulating around one of
two newborn planets seen
orbiting a young star called
PDS 70, located 370 light
years from Earth. A light
year is the distance light tra-
vels in a year, about 9.5 tril-
lion km.

Known exoplanets

More than 4,400 planets
have been discovered out-
side our solar system, called
exoplanets. No circumplane-
tary discs had been found
until now because all the
known exoplanets resided in
“mature” - fully developed -
solar systems, except the
two infant gas planets orbit-

Rare find: Among over 4,400
exoplanets discovered so far,
none had a circumplanetary
disc. =

GETTY IMAGES

ing PDS 70.

The study was published
in the Astrophysical Journal
Letters.

In our solar system, the
impressive rings of Saturn, a
planet around which more
than 80 moons orbit, repre-
sent a relic of a primordial
moon-forming disc, said stu-
dy co-author Stefano Facchi-
ni of the European Southern
Observatory.

The orange-coloured star
PDS 70, roughly the same
mass as our Sun, is about 5
million years old. The two
planets are even younger.
Both planets are similar
(although larger) to Jupiter, a
gas giant. It was around one
of the two planets, called
PDS 70c, that a moon-form-

ing disc was observed. Re-
searchers have now con-
firmed initial evidence of a
disc around this planet.

Birth of a moon

Stars burst to life within
clouds of interstellar gas and
dust scattered throughout
galaxies. Leftover material
spinning around a new star
then coalesces into planets,
and circumplanetary discs
surrounding some planets
similarly yield moons.

The dominant mechan-
ism thought to underpin pla-
net formation is called “core
accretion,” said study co-
author Richard Teague of
the  Harvard-Smithsonian
Center for Astrophysics.

“In this scenario, small
dust grains, coated in ice,
gradually grow to larger and
larger sizes through succes-
sive collisions with other
grains. This continues until
the grains have grown to a
size of a planetary core, at
which point the young pla-
net has a strong enough
gravitational potential to ac-
crete gas which will form its
atmosphere,” Teague said.

The case against v

compulsion

= Compulsory vaccinations
have always been
implemented with
exemptions on religious,
social and philosophical
grounds

= Denying salary unless
vaccinated would be
coercive as it puts an
individual at disadvantage

m Coercive measures can
be counterproductive.
They only cause further
panic and fail to increase
vaccine uptake

Bengaluru is of the opinion
that getting vaccinated is an
individual's choice, and none
can be forced out of their will
to get the shot. “It is impor-
tant to educate and have
strong social mobilisation
strategies to empower peo-
ple to be aware and get vacci-
nated. In the case of health-
care workers, vaccination
can be made an essential cri-
teria for employment, which
can be part of medical fitness
after a pre-employment
health assessment.”

Ways of protecting

In healthcare settings, there
are other ways to ensure that
an unvaccinated healthcare
worker and the patients are
protected — using a PPE kit,
mask, face shield, other pro-
tective gears and redeploy-
ment of unvaccinated staff

m Using a PPE kit, mask, face
shield, other protective gears
are other ways to ensure that an
unvaccinated healthcare worker
and the patients are protected

for services which do not re-
quire direct patient engage-
ments, Dr. Babu says.

Dr. Jameel strongly dis-
agrees. He says: “Healthcare
professionals provide an es-
sential service and work in a
high-risk environment. They
are at high risk to get infected
and to pass infection to oth-
ers. Therefore, when Ili-
censed vaccines are availa-
ble, they must take them. No
one in a hospital who is ex-
posed to blood and other bo-
dy fluids is allowed to work
without hepatitis B vaccina-
tion. COVID-19 vaccination
should be no different.”

Effect of nudges

Incidentally, two days after
France announced its vac-
cine policy, 2.2 million peo-
ple signed up to get vaccinat-
ed. It could suggest that

= Unvaccinated staff
may be redeployed
for services which

do not require direct
patient engagements

nudges can play a role in
health promotion, but it
could also indicate fear or
apprehensions about denial
of access to key services or
social opportunities which
people value, says Dr. Bhan.
According to Dr. Lahariya, a
majority of those who signed
up were in the 18-35 years of
age group, who in all likeli-
hood were willing but delay-
ing their vaccination. The
compulsion seems to have
nudge people to prioritise
their own vaccination. At the
end of it, it is people who are
making a choice about
vaccination.

Though only less than 7%
have been fully vaccinated in
India, according to India's
Health Ministry, nearly 80%
of healthcare workers and
90% of frontline workers
were already fully vaccinated

by early July. Any attempt to
make vaccination mandatory
for healthcare workers in In-
dia will surely exacerbate the
inequities of differential ac-
cess to vaccines, says Dr. Ba-
bu. There is also the possibil-
ity that any coercion might
lead to more fake vaccina-
tion certificate scams.

Inform and empower

“I am not for making it man-
datory for any section or
class. This will not only un-
dermine the public support
but will also be counterpro-
ductive and create newer
problems where none exist.
As per evidence, coercive
measures are always coun-
terproductive; they will only
create further panic and fail
to increase vaccine uptake,”
says Dr. Babu. “The purpose
of risk communication is to
inform and empower people
and respect individual
choice. Mandating anything
will fundamentally alter this
dynamic by overriding per-
sonal autonomy.”

Dr. Lahariya says that
prior to making any inter-
vention compulsory, a few
principles have to be ad-
hered to. “The benefit of
such an intervention should
be scientifically supported.
Vaccines should be easily
available and accessible to
every eligible citizen, and
there should be reasonable
exemptions. India does not
fulfil one or more of these
principles,” he says.

With demand outstrip-
ping supply, vaccine shortag-
es have been reported by
several States. Also, if the
core argument of compulso-
ry vaccination is to protect
others and stop virus trans-
mission, then the role of cur-
rently used COVID-19 vac-
cines in India is not backed
by scientific evidence. Clini-
cal trials have documented
vaccine efficacy against mod-
erate to severe disease, hos-
pitalisation and deaths; there
is limited data on their role in
preventing virus
transmission.

Breaking the chain

“It is clear that while those
vaccinated can still get infect-
ed, they produce much less
virus, thus reducing the
chances of transmission.
Further, they are protected
from severe disease and in a
pandemic situation you want
your healthcare and fron-
tline workers to be protected
and available as much as pos-
sible,” says Dr. Jameel.

Dr. Bhan agrees that vacci-
nation contributes to break-
ing of the transmission chain
and case reduction even if it
does not completely stop the
possibility. This makes a
strong case for promoting
vaccination particularly
among healthcare workers.
“But this does not necessari-
ly mean we should be explor-
ing the mandatory vaccina-
tion route to push this,” Dr.
Bhan adds.

Study proposes repurposed drug to treat COVID-19

The drug is now in Phase-II trials to evaluate efficacy, safety, tolerability to treat COVID-19 patients

SHUBASHREE DESIKAN

A long wait for drugs to treat
COVID-19 may come to a
close, if Phase II trials of the
drug niclosamide deliver
positive results. The repur-
posed drug, an antihelminth
originally used to treat tape-
worm infection, was found
to show promise in an explo-
ratory study undertaken by
Bengaluru-based National
Centre for Biological Scienc-
es (NCBS-TIFR) and Institute
for Stem Cell Science and Re-
generative Medicine (In-
STEM) along with Indian In-

stitute of  Integrative
Medicine (CSIR-IIIM),
Jammu.

Based on the recommen-
dations of this preliminary
study, the drug is now under
“multi-centric, phase-II, ran-
domized, open label clinical
study to evaluate efficacy, sa-
fety and tolerability of NIclo-
samide for the treatment of
hospitalized Covid-19 pa-
tients,” according to a press
release of the Council of
Scientific and Industrial Re-
search (CSIR) dated July 5.

Keep your mind alert and active

Adopting beta-sitosterol-rich diets, plant food and nuts, exercises and yoga practice can make fitter bodies and brains
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D. BALASUBRAMANIAN

The World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) estimates that
15% of the world’s popula-
tion, or about 785 million pe-
ople, are mentally disabled -
with dementia, memory loss,
anxiety and stress-related
disorders, Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and similar disabilities.
In India, a recent study re-
ported in this newspaper
states that 74% of senior citi-
zens (people above 60 years
of age) reported stress and
88% reported anxiety, after
the coronavirus pandemic
and the associated lock-
down. By the year 2050, the
number of senior citizens in
India can be about 20% of
the population.

Treating aged people

Given this situation, we need
a variety of methods to de-
tect and treat such mental
disabilities in aged popula-
tions, and indeed even in ‘ju-
nior citizens’ before they at-
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tain the senior stage. Several
traditional practices such as
Ayurveda, Unani, Yoga and
breathing exercises have
been going on for centuries.
Yet, we need to use modern
science and technology, new

detection and treatment
modes.
Reduces anxiety

It is here that a recent report
from a group at the Weiz-
mann Institute in Israel is of
interest. They have shown
that the compound called be-
ta-sitosterol (BSS) reduces
anxiety and synergises with
established anxiety drugs in
mice. Their paper explores
the effect of BSS on various
parts of the brain and its che-
mistry, and can be accessed
(Panayotis et al., 2021, Cell
Reports Medicine 2,100281).
We need more drugs to
treat anxiety and stress-relat-
ed disorders. The discovery
and development of such

»

Preventing dementia: A variety of methods are needed to
detect and treat such mental disabilities in aged populations,
and indeed even in younger citizens. =GeTTy IMAGES

compounds is a challenge.
The most common sources
of BSS are plants (called phy-
tosterols). They have been
used in traditional Indian
medicine and are vegetarian
since they are plant-derived.
The most abundant source of
BSS is canola oil, which has
over 400 mg of this molecule
per 100 grams, and so does
corn (makki, cholam) and its
oil. However, canola is not
easily available in India. The
easiest source of BSS in any
supermarket across the
country are nuts such a pista-
chio, almonds, walnuts, and
even chickpeas (with 198,

132, 103 and 160 mg/100
grams of BSS).

Dementia is a term that
describes a group of condi-
tions affecting the gradual
impairment of brain func-
tion. It is associated with me-
mory loss, and impaired cog-
nition and mobility. An
individual’s personality may
also change, and functional
ability decline as the condi-
tion progresses. Dementia
can also impose a burden on
the sufferers and their fami-
lies. An excellent and com-
prehensive review, titled
“The Dementia Epidemic:
Impact, Prevention and Chal-

Among those following
the news about the novel co-
ronavirus, it is well known
that the spike protein of the
receptor binding domain at-
taches itself to the ACE2 re-
ceptor present in the cell.
This is a route the virus uses
to enter the cell.

There is also another way
of entering the cell, especial-
ly in cells that do not carry
ACE2.

Alternative route

“The stomach and proximal
intestinal epithelium have
cells that do not carry the
ACE2 receptor but also are
infected by the virus, and
the cell line we are working
with may be a surrogate mo-
del for such a system,” ex-
plains Satyajit Mayor, Direc-
tor of NCBS-TIFR, who is an
author of the study which
has been published in PLOS
Pathogens.

To enter such cells the
spike glycoprotein finds a
different pathway using al-
ternative binding proteins
on the surface of the cell.
These are not yet fully

lenges for India”, published
by R. Sathianathan and S. J.
Kantipudi in the Indian Jour-
nal of Psychiatry (2018, Vol
60(2), p 165-167), is available
for free on the net.

Biomarkers of dementia

Scientists and clinicians are
concentrating on detecting
the onset of dementia and
Alzheimer’s, by looking for
biomarkers such as the depo-
sition of insoluble plaques
leading to neurodegenera-
tion. In addition, imaging
methods, that use magnetic
resonance imaging (MRI) and
positron emission tomogra-
phy (PET) can detect the on-
set of dementia conditions
ahead of time. We have quite
a few centres in several cities
with MRI and PET scanning
facilities. But we need more
clinical and biological labora-
tories that can detect the
roles of genetic and neurobi-
ological aspects even before
imaging techniques are used.
We also need organic che-
mists to synthesise newer
and more efficient drug mo-
lecules to act on neurological
problems at their very early
stage, inhibiting the neural

Infection route: When the virus tries to enter the cell, th

edrug interferes with the process. =GetTy imMaGES

characterised.

“The other pathway is so-
mething that we have been
involved in uncovering and
working on for the past 20
years at NCBS, and therefore
we could immediately de-
ploy our knowledge in see-
ing how we could influence
this route,” says Prof. Mayer.

Blocking the virus

To study the path taken by
the virus, the group isolated
and purified the spike glyco-
protein, attached it to a
pseudovirus and tagged it
with a fluorescent dye.
When the virus tries to enter
the cell, it is first engulfed in
a membranous vesicle. This
vesicle provides an environ-
ment of low pH (acidic medi-

system from degrading.

India has been a world
leader in the area of the che-
mistry of natural products -
identifying key molecules of
health interest and synthesis-
ing and marketing them
across the country and the
world. We also have world
class biology laboratories
that study genetic and molec-
ular biological aspects. In ad-
dition, we have centuries-old
herbal medicine centres (in
Ayurveda and Unani sys-
tems) which continue to pro-
duce effective cures for de-
mentia. If the country’s
Central and State govern-
ments, plus private founda-
tions can come together to
support research, there is no
reason why we cannot re-
duce the number of demen-
tia and Alzheimer’s disease
cases. Senior (and junior) ci-
tizens can offer their support
by adopting diets rich in BSS,
eating plant food and nuts,
doing exercises- walking, bi-
cycling, vigorous outdoor
games - and yoga practices
that help in making fitter bo-
dies and brains.

dbala@lvpei.org

um) which is necessary for
the virus to infect the cell.
Thus, a substance that would
alter the pH of the environ-
ment would block the entry
of the virus. This role can be
played by, for instance, ni-
closamide.

“Niclosamide is a drug
used for tapeworm treat-
ment. Other worms, such as
pinworms and roundworms,
are not affected. It is taken
orally so can be used right
off the shelf if the dosage and
efficacy is proved for Covid,”
says Varadharajan Sundara-
murthy from NCBS-TIFR, a
co-author.

The group has used this
method to block the real
SARS-CoV-2 virus in culture.
“As the pandemic started,

we established dedicated
space in our biosafety level 3
suite for SARS-CoV-2 infec-
tion assays and obtained re-
levant approvals. So, when
bafilomycin and niclosamide
showed inhibitory effect in
pseudovirus  assays, we
could immediately test them
in real SARS-CoV-2 infection
assays,” says Dr Sundara-
murthy. “We could further
extend these results to the
gastric AGS cells with and
without ACE2.”

Clinical trials

The drug is being taken
through a clinical trial by
CSIR. Ram Viswakarma of
CSIR-IIIM, another co-auth-
or, said the following in an
email to The Hindu:“CSIR
New Delhi (through its con-
stituent laboratory CSIR-
IICT, Hyderabad) with an In-
dustry partner received
DCGI approval for a Phase II
clinical trial, which is cur-
rently [underway] in multi-
ple hospitals across India.
Once the trial is complete,
the results will be submitted
to the drug regulator.”

Question Corner

Memory matters

Can age-related
memory loss be
reversed?

Scientists at Cambridge
and Leeds have
successfully reversed
age-related memory loss
in mice and say their
discovery could lead to
the development of
treatments to prevent
memory loss in people
as they age.

The researchers show
that changes in the
extracellular matrix of
the brain - 'scaffolding’
around nerve cells - lead
to loss of memory with
ageing, but that it is
possible to reverse these
(Molecular Psychiatry).

Recent evidence has
emerged of the role of
perineuronal nets (PNNs)
in neuroplasticity - the
ability of the brain to
learn and adapt - make
memories. The main

function of PNNs is to
control the level of
plasticity in the brain.
They appear at around
five years of age in
humans. Then, as one
ages, plasticity is
partially turned off,
making the brain more
efficient but less plastic.

The researchers
investigated whether
manipulating the
composition of the PNNs
might restore
neuroplasticity and
alleviate age-related
memory deficits. They
used old mice for their
studies.

The team has already
identified a potential
drug, licensed for human
use, that can be taken
orally, which inhibits the
formation of PNNs.
When this compound is
given to mice and rats it
can restore memory in
ageing and also improves
recovery in spinal cord
injury. The researchers
are investigating whether
it might help alleviate
memory loss in animal
models of Alzheimer's
disease.

Readers may send their
questions / answers to
questioncorner@thehindu.co.in
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On appeal: European Union chief Ursula von der Leyen
on July 22 refused to renegotiate the post-Brexit
trade deal with the U.K. =ap

Brexit in troubles

Why does the UK. want to
renegotiate the Northern Ireland
Protocol and what is it proposing?

G. SAMPATH

The story so far: On July 21, the Boris Johnson
administration informed the European Union (EU) that it
wants to renegotiate the Brexit deal’s Northern Ireland
Protocol. The EU has ruled out a renegotiation, but says
it is open to “practical, flexible solutions™.

What’s behind Northern Ireland Protocol?

The sovereign territory of the U.K. includes England,
Wales, Scotland, and what is known as Northern Ireland,
which occupies a portion of the island of Ireland. The
lion’s share of the island (26 of the 32 counties) forms the
independent Republic of Ireland. Ireland has long seen
tensions between the Catholics/Nationalists, who want a
unified Irish republic, and the Protestants/Unionists,
who are loyal to the British crown. The long and violent
conflict between the two sides — known as The Troubles
— ended with the 1998 Good Friday Agreement, whose
fragile peace rests on a principle that Brexit has now
disrupted: there won’t be a border (and all that entails,
such as checkpoints and customs) between Northern
Ireland and Ireland.

Northern Ireland is the only part of the U.K. that
shares a land border with the EU, as Ireland is an EU
member-state. As long as the U.K. was part of the EU,
there was no problem. But Brexit took the U.K. out of the
EU’s customs union. It created a problem whose solution
needed two seemingly contradictory outcomes:
preserving the sanctity of the EU’s single market, as well
as that of the U.K.’s domestic market. The Protocol’s
solution was to avoid a customs check on the island of
Ireland. Instead, it envisaged a ‘sea border’ at the ports
of Northern Island. Certain goods — meant only for
Northern Ireland but not for Ireland, which falls within
the EU market — would undergo checks here before

entering the island.

Why does the U.K.
want changes?

The creation of an
economic barrier between
the British mainland and
Northern Ireland has
affected the free flow of
goods between the two.
Businesses in Northern
Ireland have been
complaining about
cumbersome paperwork
and compliance costs.
Some British companies
would like to avoid the hassle altogether by withdrawing
supplies to Northern Ireland. All this has angered the
Unionists, who see it as another attempt to dilute their
links with the U.K., pushing them into the arms of the
Irish republic. April this year saw rioting in Northern
Ireland for nearly two weeks, with government vehicles
being burned and 90 police officers injured. Clearly,
apart from the economic irritants, Brexit seems to have
resurrected old sensitivities about political identity, with
the Unionists questioning why they alone — among U.K.
citizens — should suffer differential treatment. While the
Johnson regime has expressed concerns over the
“febrile” situation in Ireland, the U.S. — which helped
broker the 1998 Agreement — has warned the U.K.
against disturbing the fragile peace over Brexit.

The two sides will
seek a solution
through talks. But if
talks fail, the U.K.
could invoke Article
16, which allows
the unilateral
suspension of a part
of the agreement in
extreme circumstances
[ ]

What is Britain proposing?

In a nutshell, the U.K. is telling the EU, “Trust us to
protect your single market.” It has proposed five changes
to the Protocol: no more checks on goods moving from
mainland Britain to Northern Ireland where a business
self-certifies that its products are not meant for use in the
EU; a dual regime wherein goods made to either U.K.
standards or EU standards can circulate anywhere in
Ireland; removal of the need for any ‘export declarations’
on goods going from Northern Ireland to Great Britain;
rewriting of the clause in Article 10 that requires the U.K.
subsidies that affect trade with Northern Ireland to
comply with EU rules; and finally, ending the right of EU
institutions such as the European Court of Justice to
enforce the Protocol.

What lies ahead?

These proposals would be unacceptable to the EU, as
they outsource the enforcement of the Protocol — and
the European customs union — entirely to the U.K.
Besides, it’s only last year that the U.K. signed the
Protocol, and given that nothing has changed since then,
the EU will insist that the U.K. honour the deal.

The two sides will certainly seek a solution through
talks. But if talks fail, the U.K. could invoke Article 16,
which allows the unilateral suspension of a part of the
agreement in extreme circumstances. In such a scenario,
the economic barrier might shift to a land border on the
island, which would basically shred the 1998 Agreement,
and the peace that came with it. Interestingly, one U.K.
legislator has admitted that the Northern Ireland
Protocol was not a sincere effort to address the problem
but merely a ‘fudge’ that sought to close the Brexit deal
by kicking the can down the road. Now that ‘fudge’ has
returned to haunt the Brexiters.

K »

In light of the Pegasus spyware
scandal, what are the checks
and balances to prevent abuse
of procedures?

P.J. GEORGE

The story so far: An international group of news
publications are reporting that a spyware known as
Pegasus has been used to spy on politicians, journalists,
and activists, primarily in 10 countries. Reports from the
grouping called the Pegasus Project, which includes The
Wire in India, The Guardian in the U.K., and The
Washington Post in the U.S., suggest that in India, at least
40 journalists, Cabinet Ministers, and holders of
constitutional positions were possibly subjected to
surveillance. The reports are based on a database of
about 50,000 phone numbers accessed by the
Paris-based non-profit Forbidden Stories and Amnesty
International, which they say are numbers of interest to
clients of NSO, the Israel-based company that created
Pegasus. According to The Guardian, Amnesty
International’s Security Lab has tested 67 of the phones
linked to these numbers and found that “23 were
successfully infected and 14 showed signs of attempted
penetration”.

What do we know about Pegasus?

Pegasus can take multiple routes to reach a target’s
phone. Its earliest avatars used spear phishing, a
hit-or-miss method in which a malicious link is
embedded in a message customised to entice the target
to click. However, it has now evolved to include
“zero-click” attacks, where the target need not take any
action for the phone to be infected. In 2019, WhatsApp
released a statement saying that Pegasus could enter
phones via calls made on the platform, even if they were
not attended. Pegasus uses several such “exploits”, or
weaknesses, in Android and Apple phones to enter
phones; and many of these exploits are reportedly “zero
day”, which means it is not a weakness that the device
manufacturers are aware of. Forbidden Stories reports
that frequently used exploits are bugs in iPhone’s
iMessage communication app. Pegasus can also be
delivered over the air from a nearby wireless transmitter,
or manually inserted if the target phone is physically
available.

Once inside the phone, Pegasus seeks “root
privileges”, Claudio Guarnieri, who runs Amnesty
International’s Security Lab, told The Guardian. Root
privileges is a level of control over the phone that is
beyond what a regular user has. It enables Pegasus to set
up shop within the phone and establish communications
with its controllers through an anonymised network of
internet addresses and servers. It can then start
transmitting any data stored on the phone to its
command-and-control centres. This level of control also
means Pegasus can turn on the phone’s cameras and
microphones to turn it into a spying device without the
owner’s knowledge.

Who are its clients?

The NSO Group which developed Pegasus officially claims
it has 60 clients in 40 countries, though the company has
not revealed their identities. Going by the Pegasus
Project’s analysis of the phone numbers that the spyware
possibly targeted, its clients have interests primarily in 10
countries: Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Kazakhstan, Mexico,
Morocco, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Hungary, India and the
United Arab Emirates.

Reading this together with NSO’s statement that
Pegasus is graded as a cyberweapon and can be sold only
to authorised government entities as per Israeli law, most
reports have suggested that the governments in these
countries are the clients.

Forbidden Stories is also reporting that the Israeli
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What are the surveillance laws in India?

Outraged: Protests erupted across India after it emerged that a spyware was used to snoop on politicians, journalists
and activists. Here, Youth Congress workers are seen protesting in New Delhi on July 20. =pi

Ministry of Defence has a significant role in deciding
whom NSO sells the software to, and apparently got it
sold to Saudi Arabia despite the company’s reservations.
This is significant as reports have indicated that Pegasus
was used to spy on Jamal Khashoggi before the Saudi
journalist and dissident was lured to the kingdom’s
embassy in Turkey and assassinated. In India, the
government has neither confirmed nor denied that it has
purchased the NSO software at any point of time.

Who has been targeted?

The NSO has stated that Pegasus is not a tool for mass
surveillance, but the 10,000 numbers that are in the
Moroccan cluster of the database suggest otherwise, says
Forbidden Stories. While
the stated aim of Pegasus
is to fight crime and
terrorism, the database
also has the numbers of
over 200 journalists
worldwide, including 40
from Indian media
houses such as The Wire,
The Hindu, and
Hindustan Times.

The database also
contains the numbers of
about 13 heads of state,
such as French President
Emmanuel Macron, who
has probably been spied
on from Morocco; South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa, probably spied on from Rwanda; and
Pakistan’s Prime Minister Imran Khan, probably spied on
from India.

A cluster of 2,000 Indian and Pakistani phone
numbers, identified as being of possible interest to the
Indian client, has the contacts for Opposition politicians,
civil rights activists, and judges.

In the KS Puttaswamy
vs Union of India
verdict of 2017,

the Supreme Court
reiterated the need
for oversight of
surveillance, stating
that it should be
legally valid and
serve a legitimate aim
of the government
]

What do Indian laws outline?

Section 5(2) of The Indian Telegraph Act, 1885, states that
the government can intercept a “message or class of
messages” when it is “in the interests of the sovereignty
and integrity of India, the security of the State, friendly
relations with foreign states or public order or for

preventing incitement to the commission of an offence”.

The operational process and procedures for it appear
in Rule 419A of the Indian Telegraph Rules, 1951. Rule
419A was added to the Telegraph Rules in 2007 after the
verdict in the People’s Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL) vs
Union of India case in 1996, in which the Supreme Court
said telephonic conversations are covered by the right to
privacy, which can be breached only if there are
established procedures. Under Rule 419A, surveillance
needs the sanction of the Home Secretary at the Central
or State level, but in “unavoidable circumstance” can be
cleared by a Joint Secretary or officers above, if they have
the Home Secretary’s authorisation.

In the K.S. Puttaswamy vs Union of India verdict of
2017, the Supreme Court further reiterated the need for
oversight of surveillance, stating that it should be legally
valid and serve a legitimate aim of the government. The
court also said the means adopted should be
proportional to the need for surveillance, and there
should be procedures to check any abuse of surveillance.

The second legislation enabling surveillance is Section
69 of the Information Technology Act, 2000, which deals
with electronic surveillance. It facilitates government
“interception or monitoring or decryption of any
information through any computer resource” if it is in the
interest of the “sovereignty or integrity of India, defence
of India, security of the State, friendly relations with
foreign States or public order” or for preventing or
investigating any cognizable offence.

The procedure for electronic surveillance as
authorised by Section 69 is detailed in the Information
Technology (Procedure and Safeguards for Interception,
Monitoring and Decryption of Information) Rules, 20009.
These rules, according to Apar Gupta, lawyer and
executive director of the Internet Freedom Foundation,
are very broad and allow even the redirection of traffic to
false websites or the planting of any device to acquire any
information.

Mr. Gupta is of the opinion that the use of Pegasus is
illegal as it constitutes unauthorised access under Section
66 of the Information Technology Act.

Section 66 prescribes punishment to anyone who
gains unauthorised access to computers and “downloads,
copies or extracts any data”, or “introduces or causes to
be introduced any computer contaminant or computer
virus,” as laid down in Section 43.

Where did the Centre go wrong on cooperatives?

Why has the Supreme Court struck down part of the 97th Constitution Amendment and will it impact federal principles?

K. VENKATARAMANAN

The story so far: The recent Supreme Court verdict
striking down a part of the 97th Constitution
Amendment, insofar as it dealt with cooperative societies
under the domain of the States, has brought the focus on
the extent to which the Centre can seek to lay down
policy for the functioning of cooperative societies. The
correctness of the erstwhile United Progressive Alliance
government’s move to amend the Constitution to provide
a reformist framework for the functioning of cooperatives
is in question.

What is the 97th Constitution Amendment?

The Union government, in its Statement of Objects and
Reasons for the amendment, referred to the
“weaknesses” in safeguarding the interests of members of
cooperatives and the fulfilment of the objectives of these
institutions. It referred to delayed elections, nomination
of office-bearers for long durations, reduced
accountability in management and inadequate
professionalism in many societies. It spoke of the need to
initiate fundamental reforms to revitalise these
institutions and ensure “their autonomy, democratic
functioning and professional management”.

Recognising that ‘cooperative societies’ came under
Entry 32 of the State List in the Seventh Schedule, the
Amendment proposed to create a framework for the
functioning of cooperative societies. State laws on
cooperatives should conform to this framework. It
introduced Part IXB in the Constitution so that the
concept of cooperative societies gains constitutional
recognition. It was on the lines of Part IX, which
deals with panchayats, and Part IXA, which
deals with urban local bodies. The idea was
to empower Parliament to frame laws for
cooperative societies that function across
States (multi-State cooperative societies)
and State legislatures to make laws for
all other cooperative societies falling
under their jurisdiction.

The Amendment set out basic
rules such as a maximum of 21
directors in a society, a fixed term of
five years for elected members, a
six-month cap on the time limit
for which a society’s board of
directors can be kept under
supersession or suspension, and

-

reservation of one seat for the Scheduled Castes or the
Scheduled Tribes, and two seats for women on the board
of every cooperative society, that is, every society that has
members from these sections.

What was the legal infirmity in the Amendment?
On a legal challenge to the validity of the 97th
Amendment, the Gujarat High Court struck down Part
IXB in its entirety on two grounds. First, the Amendment
required not only a two-thirds majority in Parliament,
which was obtained, but also had to be ratified by 50% of
the State legislatures. This was because the Amendment
impinged on a subject over which only the State
legislatures had law-making powers. In the absence of
such ratification, the Part was declared unconstitutional.
It also ruled that the Part violated the basic structure of
the Constitution in that it was in breach of federal
principles.

What was the Supreme Court’s view?

The Centre’s defence was that the Amendment did not
alter the entry in the State List on ‘cooperative societies’.
In fact, it specified that the State legislatures would enact
the relevant laws based on a common framework. There
was no need for ratification by the Assemblies, as no
subject was shifted from the State List to the Central or
Concurrent List. However, the Supreme Court rejected
the argument. The Amendment had the effect of limiting
and circumscribing the scope and extent to which States
could frame laws on cooperative societies. This impacted
on their legislative power and would therefore amount to

a change that would require ratification by the
Assemblies.

All three judges on the Bench that heard the

Union government’s appeals agreed with the

Gujarat High Court that the ratification by
the State legislatures was required for Part
IXB, and in the absence of such

ratification, the Part had to be struck
down. However, the majority,

comprising Justices Rohinton F.
Nariman and B.R. Gavai, declared the

Part inoperative only in respect of

cooperative societies that came under

the States. It would be valid as far

as multi-State cooperative societies

were concerned as Parliament had
the power to regulate their
functioning.

Justice K.M. Joseph, in his dissenting view, ruled that
Part IXB could not be severed into two sections, one
covering State cooperatives and the other for multi-State
cooperatives. It set out a framework for the State
cooperatives and only added a clause that in respect of
multi-State cooperatives, Parliament will enact the
relevant law. As the latter provision had no independent
life if the portion
concerning the State
cooperatives was struck
down, the ‘doctrine of
severability’ cannot be
applied, and the entire Part
had to be declared
unconstitutional.

The Ministry of
Cooperation cannot
compel States to
bring their
cooperative laws in
conformity with the
Centre's vision. But
the Centre can
re-enact the
Amendment and get
it ratified by 50% of
the State Assemblies
I

What now survives in
the 97th Amendment?
The Amendment added the
words “or cooperative
societies” to Article 19(1)(c)
of the Constitution to
expand the fundamental
right to form associations
or unions to cover
cooperative societies too. It also added a ‘Directive
Principle’ through Article 43B, which says: “The State
shall endeavour to promote voluntary formation,
autonomous functioning, democratic control and
professional management of cooperative societies.” These
clauses remain undisturbed. In line with the Supreme
Court’s judgment, Part IXB dealing with cooperative
societies will survive, but only with reference to
multi-State societies.

How does the ruling affect Cooperation Ministry?
The Ministry of Cooperation was formed recently,
apparently with a view to giving a fillip to the cooperative
movement and reforming the functioning of cooperative
societies. Until now, the subject was dealt with by the
Agriculture Ministry. It administered the Multi-State
Cooperative Societies Act, 2002. The new Ministry will
continue this work. For now, it will not be in a position to
compel States to bring their cooperative laws in
conformity with the Centre’s vision. Regarding the fate of
the constitutional framework for all cooperative societies
in the country, the Centre has the option of re-enacting
the Amendment with a two-thirds majority in Parliament
and obtaining ratification by 50% of the State legislatures.
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The Israeli company that sells military-grade surveillance tools to
governments is in the eye of a global storm after reports alleged that its
product Pegasus was used to spy on journalists, dissidents and activists

In Focus

= NSO was
founded by
three Israelis
— Niv Carmi,
Shalev Hulio
and Omri
Lavie —in
2010. The
name NSO
comes from
the first
letters of the
founders'
names

= Besides
Pegasus, the
company also
offers a host
of
technologies
to fight drone
incursions,
improve
search-and-
rescue
operations
and advanced
data analytics
solutions

= [t now has

60 customers
in 40
countries.
Fifty-one
percent of its
clients are
intelligence
agencies, 38%
law
enforcement
agencies and

11% military

STANLY JOHNY

n October 1, 2018, a
day Dbefore Jamal
Khashoggi was mur-

dered and dismembered in-
side the Saudi consulate in Is-
tanbul, Citizen Lab, a
University of Toronto-based
project that investigates cyb-
er espionage against civil so-
ciety, released a report titled,
“The Kingdom came to Cana-
da”. It alleged that a cell-
phone used by Omar Abdula-
zis, a Saudi dissident activist
living in exile in Canada, had
been infected by Pegasus,
the notorious malware sold
by Israeli company NSO
Group. “We have high confi-
dence that the cellphone of
Omar Abdulaziz... was tar-
geted. Abdulaziz has been
outspoken on an ongoing di-
plomatic feud over human
rights issues between Cana-
da and Saudi Arabia,” the re-
port said.

But neither Citizen Lab
nor Mr. Abdulaziz knew then
that the alleged spying saga
had a lethal subplot. Mr. Ab-
dulaziz was a close friend of
Khashoggi, the Saudi dissi-
dent journalist who was crit-
ical of Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman. He
spent hours talking to Mr.
Abdulaziz on the phone. By
infecting Mr. Abdulaziz’s
phone, Pegasus might have
got information on Khashog-
gi’s thoughts and move-
ments. In December 2018,
two months after his friend
was killed by Saudi agents,
Mr. Abdulaziz filed a lawsuit
in Israel against NSO. The
company fiercely dismissed
the allegations that its pro-
ducts had anything to do
with Khashoggi’s killing, but
refused to say if it sold Pega-
sus to the Saudi authorities.

BLUE ORIGIN

The race to space

Asked about the reports that
he had travelled to Saudi Ara-
bia to sell Pegasus for $55
million, NSO chief executive
Shalev Hulio told CBS’s 60
Minutes in March 2019, “I'm
not gonna talk about [a]
specific customer.”

This has been the stan-
dard response of NSO whe-
never it’s hit by serious alle-
gations — deny any
involvement and refuse to di-
vulge further details.

Last week, when a media
consortium, including The
Washington Post, The Guar-
dian and The Wire, reported
that thousands of numbers
were selected by NSO’s
clients for potential surveil-
lance, including that of jour-
nalists, activists, dissidents
and world leaders, the com-
pany dismissed the reports.
The consortium, which got a
leaked database of 50,000
numbers, reported that at
least 37 phones were infect-
ed by Pegasus, including that
of Hatice Cengiz, Khashoggi’s
fiancee. Hundreds of num-
bers from India is on the list.
The malware can remotely
spy on a device and steal its
data without the victim ever
knowing about it.

NSO, in a statement, said
the list “is not a list of Pega-
sus targets or potential tar-
gets. The numbers in the list
are not related to NSO Group
in any way. Any claim that a
name in the list is necessarily
related to a Pegasus target or
potential target is erroneous
and false.” On Wednesday, it
issued another statement,
saying it would no longer res-
pond to media inquiries.

Origins

The company that is at the
centre of a global controver-
sy today has had humble ori-

gins on the outskirts of Tel
Aviv a decade ago. It was
founded by three Israelis —
Niv Carmi, Shalev Hulio and
Omri Lavie — in 2010. The
name NSO comes from the
first letters of the founders’
names. Mr. Lavie and Mr. Hu-
lio are reported to be former
members of Israel's ‘Unit
8200’ signals intelligence
arm. Mr. Carmi was a former
operative of Mossad, the Is-
raeli intelligence agency.
Headquartered in Herzliya,
near Tel Aviv, NSO had some
50 employees at the begin-
ning. A group of investors
headed by Eddy Shalev, a
partner in Israeli venture
capital fund Genesis Partn-
ers, had invested some $1.8
million in the company for a
30% stake.

NSO started making hea-
dlines after Mexico an-
nounced in 2012 that it had
bought the group’s solutions
to fight drug lords. Apparent-
ly, NSO’s tools helped Mexi-
can authorities track the
movement of ‘El Chapo’ Guz-
man that led to his arrest in
2014 - something Mr. Hulio
confirmed in the 60 Minutes
interview. In the same year,
American private equity
fund Francisco Partners took
a majority stake in the com-
pany for about $130 million.
NSO saw rapid growth in its
business in the following
years. With governments
across the world turning to
cyber intelligence to fight ter-
rorism and serious crimes as
well as track down dissidents
and critics, the solutions
NSO offered were in high de-
mand. Besides Pegasus, the
company offers a host of
technologies to fight drone
incursions, improve search-
and-rescue operations and
advanced data analytics solu-

tions. “NSO Group develops
best-in-class technology to
help government agencies
detect and prevent terrorism
and crime,” the company
says on its website. In a 32-
page Transparency and Res-
ponsibility Report released
earlier this year, NSO dismis-
ses allegations that Pegasus is
amass surveillance tool. “Da-
ta is collected only from indi-
vidual, pre-identified sus-

NSO says it licenses
Pegasus to sovereign
states and state
agencies, does not
operate the software,
has no visibility into
its usage, and does
not collect data about
customers

pected  criminals  and
terrorists,” it says. However,
the same report adds: “NSO
licenses Pegasus to sovereign
states and state agencies,
does not operate Pegasus,
has no visibility into its us-
age, and does not collect in-
formation about customers.”

Co-founders Mr. Lavie and
Mr. Hulio bought back the
company from Francisco
Partners in 2019 with invest-
ments from Novalpina Capi-
tal, a London-based private

equity firm. At the time of
the transaction, NSO was va-
lued at $1 billion. Between
2012 and 2021, NSO has seen
a manifold rise in its client
list. The tightly held compa-
ny never reveals the names
of its clients, but the 2021 re-
port states it has 60 custom-
ers in 40 countries. Fifty-one
percent of its clients are intel-
ligence agencies, 38% law en-
forcement agencies and 11%
military. Israel has identified
Pegasus as a cyber weapon

and its exports are
controlled.
Ties with Israel

In 2019, after the company
was bought back, Mr. Lavie,
Mr. Hulio and Novalpina
Capital promised to establish
“anew model for public tran-
sparency” and do “whatever
is necessary” to prevent their
technologies being misused.
This was a rare public ack-
nowledgement from the top
management that all is not
well with the use of NSO’s
products. Citizen Lab had re-
leased several reports alleg-
ing that NSO products were
being used by governments
to target their critics. Before
Mr. Abdulazis’s case, the Lab
had reported that Ahmed
Mansoor, a human rights de-
fender and critic of the UAE
government’s policies who is
currently in prison, was tar-
geted. The researchers later

PEDRO CASTILLO

The 21st century socialist

discovered Mexican journal-
ist Rafael Cabrera and the
Lab's own researchers were
also targeted. In 2019,
months after the company’s
leaders promised transpa-
rency, WhatsApp sued NSO
over allegations that 1,400 of
its users, including at least
100 members of civil society,
were attacked by NSO’s spy-
ware. According to a report
in Financial Times, NSO had
developed malware that can
infect a phone simply by
making a call. The potential
victim doesn’t have to click a
link or even answer the call.
Once it rings, the malware is
in and can start stealing data
and exit without leaving any
trace on the phone’s call log.
The WhatsApp case is still
under way.

The latest reports by the
Pegasus Project on illegal
surveillance call into ques-
tion, once again, NSO’s
claims on “transparency”
and “accountability”. This
time the allegations are wid-
er in scale and graver in na-
ture. On the list of potential
targets are 14 world leaders —
three Presidents, including
France’s Immanuel Macron,
three sitting Prime Ministers,
seven former Ministers and a
King — and hundreds of civil
society members.

NSO is not just a private
tech company that’s gone
rogue. It has deep ties with

the Israeli state, which it has
never hidden from the pu-
blic. The Israeli government
itself is using its technology,
NSO has said. Many of the
company’s 500-plus staffers,
including the founders, are
from Israel’s military intelli-
gence units. In 2019, NSO’s
lawyers argued in a court
that revealing clients’ names
“will meaningfully harm the
foreign relations of the
state”. Last year, Defence Mi-
nister Naftali Bennett, who’s
now the Prime Minister, pro-
posed to deploy NSO’s tools
to track down Israelis” move-
ments to check the spread of
the coronavirus. It did not
pass the Cabinet, but was a
testament to the company’s
clout in the establishment. In
recent years, Israel has built
stronger diplomatic ties with
Gulf monarchies and rightw-
ing governments elsewhere
by offering clandestine se-
curity solutions.

John le Carré once wrote,
“A desk is a dangerous place
from which to view the
world.” Now, it’s the phone.
In theory, NSO’s spyware can
take over a potential target’s
phone. If not checked, it’s
the ultimate toy in the hands
of a surveillance state. The al-
legations pose serious ques-
tions on both NSO’s practices
and Israel’s policies. It’s to be
seen whether they will come
clean on them.

Bezos wants to build a future where ‘we humans can explore the solar system’

SRIRAM SRINIVASAN

was named the Time ma-

gazine’s Person of the
Year for helping “build the
foundation of our future”
and already a multi-billio-
naire by this time, Amazon
founder Jeff Bezos walked
into the nondescript office
of Van Horn Advocate, a lo-
cal weekly newspaper in
Van Horn town in west Tex-
as, to talk about a project
that he had shielded from
media for many years till
then.

Over the next half-an-
hour, Mr. Bezos spoke to the
newspaper’s Larry Simp-
son, a meeting described by
Brad Stone, author of The
Everything Store: Jeff Bezos
and the Age of Amazon, as an
“impromptu  interview”
with “its bewildered edi-
tor”. It was an interview
where Mr. Bezos opened up
on his space venture, Blue
Origin. By then, he had pur-
chased vast amounts of land
— by Mr. Stone’s account,
“an area about a third of the
size of Rhode Island” -
around here. Mr. Simpson
was later quoted by NBC
News as saying, “He told me
their first spacecraft is going
to carry three people up to
the edge of space and back.”
Just a few days ago, 16 years
after the interview, Mr. Be-
z0s, now the richest person
on the planet, made it to
space and back safely from
this very town with three
others in a space vehicle de-
veloped by Blue Origin.

He was accompanied by
his brother Mark Bezos, 82-
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In 2005, six years after he

year-old Wally Funk, who
trained to be an astronaut in
the 1960s but never got a
chance to fly to space until
now, and Oliver Daemen, an

18-year-old student. Mr.
Daemen is the first paying
customer for Mr. Bezos’
space venture. He only got a
chance in the inaugural
flight because the person
who bid $28 million for a
seat had to reschedule. Ms.
Funk and Mr. Daemen are
now the oldest and the
youngest, respectively, to
travel to space.

Van Horn, media reports
say, has changed over these
years, with the venture
bringing in money to the
town. What has also
changed over this period is
the space industry, which
not long ago was the exclu-
sive domain of governmen-
tal agencies. Mr. Bezos isn’t
alone in trying to figure out
a business out of space tra-
vel. Fellow businessmen Ri-
chard Branson, who suc-
cessfully completed space
travel a week before Mr. Be-
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zos on a spaceship built by
his venture Virgin Galactic,
and Elon Musk, who runs
SpaceX, have made big in-
vestments in this area. Mr.
Musk’s venture has already
been involved in transport-
ing astronauts to the Inter-
national Space Station.

The Amazon founder’s
idea, expressed in a speech
at Carnegie Mellon Universi-
ty in 2011, was to help “build
a future where we humans
can explore the solar system
first hand and in person”.
What Blue Origin needed to
do, therefore, he said, was
to drive down cost and
make the technology safe.
In fact, all the space entre-
preneurs seem to have real-
ised the importance of
building and perfecting a
reusable space vehicle.

Reusable rocket

Blue Origin made its break-
through with a reusable veh-
icle in 2015. It was then that
its New Shepard space vehi-
cle, named after Alan She-
pard, the first American in

space, successfully made it
to space and back. “Now
safely tucked away at our
launch site in West Texas is
the rarest of beasts — a used
rocket,” Mr. Bezos was quot-
ed as saying in the venture’s
blog. “Full reuse is a game
changer, and we can’t wait
to fuel up and fly again.”

Just a few months later, in
a blog headlined ‘Launch.
Land. Repeat’, Mr. Bezos
wrote how the New Shepard
flew and then landed verti-
cally from where it
launched. Reuse demon-
strated. And then in elabo-
rating on why he is a “huge
fan” of rocket-powered ver-
tical landing, he said this is
the technology which scales
well to achieve his “vision of
millions of people living and
working in space”. New She-
pard has since made many
test trips, carrying with it
the dummy Mannequin Sky-
walker as well as research
payloads for NASA and the
German Aerospace Centre,
among others.

Blue Origin has planned
two more crewed flights this
year and “many more” in
2022. But “the billionaire
space race,” as it is often
called, sometimes derisive-
ly, has only just begun. Mr.
Bezos’ friend Danny Hillis
has been quoted by Mr.
Stone in his book about
Amazon as saying, “Space
for Jeff is not a year 2000 or
a year 2010 opportunity.”
Rather, “It’s been a dream of
humanity’s for centuries
and it will continue to be
one for centuries. Jeff sees
himself and Blue Origin as
part of that bigger story.”

Peru’s President-elect backs constitutional reforms and economic redistribution

SRINIVASAN RAMANI

ore than a month af-
ter he won the se-
cond round of the

presidential elections in Pe-
ru, Pedro Castillo has finally
been declared the winner. A
former schoolteacher and
union organiser, Mr. Castil-
lo’s victory was a narrow
one — he defeated his chal-
lenger Keiko Fujimori by a
small margin of 44,263
votes after gaining just
about 50.13% of the votes in
the run-off.

The narrow margin of her
loss was disputed by Ms. Fu-
jimori, who alleged that
“votes were stolen from her
party”. The daughter of con-
victed former President Al-
berto Fujimori, she acknow-
ledged her loss after it took
weeks for the election auth-
orities to reject her false
claims. Mr. Castillo deli-
vered the third electoral de-
feat in the presidential polls
to the Fujimori scion in
what was clearly a mandate
against the Peruvian elite.
Ms. Fujimori’s party, the
Popular Force, undertook a
conservative-populist cam-
paign that relied on social
media bombardment of
“fake news”, seeking to
brand Mr. Castillo as a “rad-
ical communist”.

Mr. Castillo, a socialist
and an agrarian leftist, was
born in a poor peasant fami-
ly in the socio-economically
poor but mineral-rich north-
ern region, Cajamarca, and
grew out of poverty as a
teacher. As a social activist,
he combated the Maoist
Shining Path’s influence in

the region. Later, he organ-
ised teachers’ unions and
made a mark in the 2017
teachers’ strike that bar-
gained for higher salaries
and increases in the educa-
tion budget.

The strike spread through
Peru and finally then Presi-
dent Pedro Pablo Kuczynski
took part in the negotiations
that conceded benefits to
the teachers.

Mr. Castillo ran as a candi-
date of the Peru Libre (PL)
party, even though he is not
a member of it. The party is
led by Vladimir Cerron, who
was a former provincial Go-
vernor and had been con-
victed on charges of corrup-
tion that disallowed him
from contesting elections.

The PL has a Marxist-Le-
ninist party programme and
is committed to nationalisa-
tion of strategic sectors such
as mining, but Mr. Castillo
has repudiated any links
with communism and has
instead articulated positions
that talk of economic redis-
tribution while holding so-

ILLUSTRATION: J.A. PREMKUMAR

cial conservative positions.

His victory reminds some
of another left-wing populist
candidate, Ollanta Humala,
who won the presidential
polls in 2006 on a leftist
platform. Mr. Humala later
went on to govern from the
political centre and tacked
on to neoliberalism, before
corruption scandals widely
discredited his presidency.

Mr. Castillo, on the other
hand, has promised that he
will not acquiesce to the pol-
itical elite or that he would
seek to calm vested interests
stoking fears about capital
flight and stock market
collapses.

Changing state’s role

Instead, he has argued for
the need for constitutional
reform through a popular
constituent assembly that
will orient the governing
system towards one in
which the state will have a
greater role in the economy
and a better balance with
the private sector, drawing
comparisons with former

»

Bolivian President Evo Mo-
rales. Peru has suffered sig-
nificantly from COVID-19. It
is among the countries with
highest per capita mortality
rates, and has seen a severe
economic contraction —
GDP fell by 30.2% in the se-
cond quarter of 2020. Wi-
despread anger against the
centrist political parties in a
country with loose party af-
filiations resulted in Mr. Cas-
tillo and Ms. Fujimori be-
coming the key candidates
in the presidential elections.

Mr. Castillo garnered the
support of the marginalised
sections with strong endor-
sement in the “internal re-
gions” of the country com-
pared to Ms. Fujimori’s
bases in Lima and in the
more affluent coastal re-
gions. The fragmented poli-
ty had resulted in a frac-
tured verdict in the first
round of elections with only
Mr. Castillo, Ms. Fujimori
and two others cracking
more than 10% support in a
crowded field.

The fractured verdict was
mirrored in elections to the
legislature, with traditional
parties drawing a blank
while the PL and Ms. Fuji-
mori’s Popular Force won 37
and 24 seats, respectively, in
the 130-member House.

Establishing a redistribu-
tion-based economic policy
while retaining power
through democratic means
has been a challenge that
was only partially successful
in countries such as Ecua-
dor and Bolivia. Mr. Castillo
is now the new flag-bearer
of what is popularly called
“21st century socialism”.
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July exports poised to hit $33 bn: Goyal

Commerce minister says many labour-intensive sectors showing good traction, more reforms coming

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
July’s exports are likely to
reach about $33 billion,
keeping India on track to
cross the $400 billion mark
in outbound trade for the
first time this year, Com-
merce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said on Satur-
day. Foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) inflows were also
expected to hit a fresh re-
cord in 2021-22, he added.

Dismissing investor con-
cerns about land acquisition
and labour laws, the minister
asserted that land, labour
and capital were no longer a
hindrance for investing in In-
dia, and a lot more reforms
were in the pipeline at the
Central government level as
well as in States adminis-
tered by the Bharatiya Janata
Party.

“Despite the COVID-19

On track: Till July 21, exports are above $22 billion and well

~

poised to cross $32-33 billion, says Goyal. =k.Rr.Deepak

pandemic, our FDI inflows
were the highest ever last
year when other countries
saw investments falling. This
year, we are confident of
continuing the seven-year
streak of new record highs in
FDL,” Mr. Goyal said.

Apollo Tyres bullish on
Indian, global economies

‘Pandemic gave us renewed vigour’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Apollo Tyres, which has
drawn up an ambitious tar-
get of reaching $5 billion in
revenue by 2025-26, is bul-
lish on the Indian and global
economies and has started
mapping possible scenarios
for the coming months.

“Despite the uncertainty
of the third wave, I remain
bullish on the strength of
the Indian and global eco-
nomies,” said chairman On-
kar S. Kanwar, addressing
the 48th AGM.

He said the pandemic had
made the company’s leader-
ship work with renewed vi-
gour towards achieving cost
reduction and in enhancing
manufacturing efficiencies
across the organisation.

apolio

Onkar S. Kanwar

During FY21, Apollo
Tyres had differentiated bet-
ween good cost and avoida-
ble cost, Mr. Kanwar said.

The company continued
to invest in good costs such
as R&D and marketing and
drastically reduced other
costs. It also renegotiated
advertising costs and re-
looked at warehousing ex-
penses, he added.

INTERVIEW | DEBASHIS CHATTERJEE

‘Mindtree expects Europe to
orow faster than US. in FY22

Focused M&As are key to our growth strategy, says MD

MINI TEJASWI

Larsen & Toubro-owned
mid-tier tech firm Mindtree
is actively looking at suita-
ble, but selective M&A tar-
gets that will help the com-
pany further its digital
vision for its global clients,
said CEO & MD Debashis
Chatterjee. Excerpts:

What gives Mindtree
confidence to anticipate
double-digit revenue growth
throughout FY22?

m The context is that an un-
precedented disruption
caused by the pandemic has
created a sense of urgency
among businesses to lever-
age technology to stay rele-
vant. Strategic initiatives
that we undertook through
last year are yielding good
results. All these are posi-
tioning us well to deliver in-
dustry-leading double-digit
growth this year.

We just delivered our
fourth consecutive quarter
(Q1) of solid growth despite
difficult times. We reported
broad-based growth across
service lines, industry seg-
ments and geographies. Our
order book of half-a-billion
U.S. dollars, up 34.2% se-
quentially, is the highest ev-
er in our history.

What would be the impact of
fiscal stimulus in the U.S. and
EU on IT spends?

m As businesses look to
strengthen their digital back-
bone and reimagine busi-
ness models leveraging tech-
nology, the demand for our
capabilities has risen signifi-
cantly across both North
America and Europe.

With the U.S. economy
gradually returning to nor-
malcy and Europe open-
ing up to strategic
technology part-
nerships, we are
winning impor-

CM
K

tant deals across all key ver-
ticals.

Are you expecting any
additional headwinds in the
travel, transport and
hospitality sectors?

m Having borne the brunt of
the pandemic, travel, tran-
sport and hospitality (TTH)
sectors are beginning to
show early signs of recovery.
Volumes are picking up. Vac-
cinations and easing of tra-
vel restrictions are expected
to give a further boost to the
sector. Client focus is shift-
ing from cash conservation
to discretionary spend with
adirect bearing on customer
experience, outreach, reve-
nue growth, business resi-
lience and security. We re-
main cautiously optimistic
about the sector as it is hard
to predict the impact of fu-
ture variants of the virus.

What is the outcome of
Mindtree’s increased focus
on Europe and reduced
concentration in North
America?

m Our investments in Conti-
nental Europe, U.K. and Ire-
land have helped us deliver
strong growth of 11.2% g-0-q
and 52% y-o-y for the region
in Q1. In dollar terms, North
America grew 7.7% sequen-
tially and 18.9% y-o-y. For
FY22, we expect Europe to
grow faster than the U.S., al-

“Exports are looking up
and we had a record $95 bil-
lion of exports in the first
quarter. This has energised
us to set a target of $400 bil-
lion for 2021-22 and I am con-
fident we can achieve that.
Even in July, till July 21, ex-

Indusind Bank
to raise up to
330,000 crore

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Indusind Bank on Saturday
said it plans to raise up to
330,000 crore through a
mix of equity and debt to
fund its business growth.

The bank’s board ap-
proved a proposal for rais-
ing funds through debt se-
curities or equity
instruments or convertible
debt in any permitted
mode such as Qualified In-
stitutional Placement or
American Depository Re-
ceipts or Global Depository
Receipts, it said in a filing.

The funds would be
raised on a private place-
ment basis.

However, the private
sector bank did not specify
a timeline for raising debt
and equity capital.

beit on a smaller base.

Size often plays a critical
factor in the global
markets... what’s your game
plan to quickly gain scale
and increase market
dominance?

m We think of size as more of
an outcome than a strategy.
Our focus will continue to be
on bringing our clients the
competitive benefits of our
agile frameworks and ap-
proaches in their digital
transformation  journeys.
Our strategy is built around
the guiding principles of
‘simplify’, ‘differentiate’ and
‘change’, which are our stra-
tegic levers in our role as a
business  transformation
partner to our clients. We
continue to focus on en-
hancing our domain exper-
tise in chosen areas such as
healthcare, cybersecurity
and deep domain technolo-
gies. We are also strengthen-
ing our consulting and tech-
nology capabilities across
our service lines, and dee-
pening and expanding stra-
tegic relationships with
clients, partners and hyper-
scalers. Focused M&As are
key to our growth strategy.

Backed by L&T, Mindtree
now can afford a big-ticket
acquisition... when will that
happen?

m M&As will be more about
complementing or augment-
ing our capabilities in stra-
tegic focus areas, as evident
in our recent acquisition of
L&T NxT, which has opened
new opportunities for us
around Al IoT and Industry
4.0. We are actively looking
at companies that will help
us further our digital vision
for our clients.

But we will be
selective in the
type of com-

panies we go

after.

ports are above $22 billion
and well poised to cross $32-
33 billion by the end of the
month,” he said at a CII-Ho-
rasis India meeting.

The government said ex-
ports had risen 45% to hit
$22.48 billion by the third
week of July, 25.4% higher
than the pre-COVID level.
Engineering goods exports
were up 33.7% so far in July,
51.2% above July 2019 levels.

“We are now in the top-10
list of agri-produce expor-
ters... and many sectors
which are labour-intensive
are showing good traction,”
Mr. Goyal, who also handles
the Textiles, Consumer Af-
fairs, Food and Public Distri-
bution ministries, said.

Land, labour ‘old issues’

Responding to queries about
pending reforms in land ac-
quisition and labour laws,

Mr. Goyal said: “Sometimes,
we often just go about the
same complaint about an is-
sue which may not necessa-
rily be so on the ground. I
have been a minister for se-
ven years and am yet to meet
an industrialist who came to
me and said they are not in-
vesting in India because of
labour laws.

The Centre had identified
lakhs of acres for investors to
tap, but some business in a
particular area may have
faced resistance because of
political motivations or in-
ability to market the project.

“Today, land, labour and
capital — with so many ven-
ture capitalists and other
private investors, banks
much stronger than ever be-
fore, having cleaned up most
of their balance-sheets — are
issues which were discussed
10 or five years ago,” he said.

ITC Q1 profit
rises 30.2% to
33,34344 cr.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

ITC Ltd. on Saturday re-
ported a 30.2% increase in
consolidated net profit to
33,343.44 crore for the first
quarter ended June 30.

The company had post-
ed a net profit of 32,567.07
crore during the April-June
quarter of the previous fis-
cal, ITC said in a filing to
the stock exchanges.

Revenue from opera-
tions climbed 35.9% to
%14,240.76 crore during the
quarter under review, as
against 310,478.46 crore in
the corresponding three-
month period of the pre-
vious fiscal year.

Total expenses were at
%10,220.49 crore, an in-
crease of 28.3% in Q1
FY2021-22, from %7,967.71
crore in the corresponding
year-earlier period.

Tesla eyes at least ‘temporary
relief” on import duty in India

Musk says firm may set up plant if it succeeds with imports

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Electric vehicle maker Tesla
may set up a manufacturing
unit in India if it first suc-
ceeds with imported vehi-
cles in the country, accord-
ing to CEO Elon Musk.
However, at present im-
port duties in India were
“the highest in the world”
and he was hoping for “at
least a temporary tariff relief
for electric vehicles”, Mr.
Musk tweeted. Interacting
on Twitter with followers
who asked him to start sell-
ing Tesla cars in India, Mr.
Musk said, “We want to do
so, but import duties are the
highest in the world by far of
any large country!” Current-

Aditya Birla
Group invests
1,500 crore
in Punjab

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

Aditya Birla Group has
made an investment of
about 1,000 crore in the
State with its recent foray
into paints and another
3500 crore in setting up a
cement unit in Rajpura, in-
formed Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Captain (retd.) Amarin-
der Singh. He said the
investment would act as a
catalyst for industrial activ-
ity in the region.

The Chief Minister said
that Punjab offered a con-
genial climate to prospec-
tive entrepreneurs and in-
dustrialists coupled with
robust infrastructure in
terms of excellent road, rail
and air connectivity.

Mr. Singh added that
Punjab had been ranked
second in ease of logistics
in the country and would
soon be connected to both
the eastern and western
freight corridors.

In a statement, Mr.
Singh said that Punjab, due
to its pro-investor indus-
trial policy and lucrative in-
centives, had now emerged
as the most preferred in-
vestment destination in the
country.

‘Invest Punjab’, as a one-
stop shop, had seamlessly
facilitated the garnering of
investments worth
%91,000 crore in more than
2,900 project proposals re-
ceived during the last four
years. “Out of these... near-
ly 50% have already started
commercial production
and the State has been able
to attract such meaningful
investments even during
the peak of the pandemic,”
Mr. Singh said.

He also referred to the
massive employment gen-
eration plan through
which gainful employment
had been facilitated in go-
vernment, private and self-
employment ventures for
almost 17.63 lakh of the
State’s youth.

Elon Musk

ly, India levies 100% duty on
fully imported cars with CIF
(Cost, Insurance and
Freight) value more than
$40,000 and 60% on those
costing less. Mr. Musk furth-
er said, “Clean energy vehi-
cles are treated the same as
diesel or petrol, which does

not seem entirely consistent
with the climate goals of In-
dia.” He, however, said, “We
are hopeful that there will be
at least a temporary tariff re-
lief for electric vehicles. That
would be much appreciat-
ed” Asked if Tesla could
start with assembly in India,
he said, “If Tesla is able to
succeed with imported vehi-
cles, then a factory in India
is quite likely.” A senior go-
vernment official on Friday
had said Tesla had asked for
reduction in import duty.
Recently, Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari had said Tesla
has a golden opportunity to
set up its manufacturing fa-
cility in India given the coun-
try’s thrust on e-vehicles.

[CICI Bank net rises 78%
t0 4,616 cr; slippages up

Retail loan book drags, NPA ratio rises

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

ICICI Bank Ltd. on Saturday
reported first-quarter stan-
dalone net profit rose 78% to
34,616 crore, from 32,599
crore a year earlier, due to
lower provisioning and a
rise in interest income. Digi-
tal initiatives helped the
bank improving its perfor-
mance, top executives said.

However, the lender wit-
nessed higher slippages
from its retail loan book
with the absence of any mo-
ratorium from the RBI and
the second wave severely
denting people’s incomes.

Despite the second wave
affecting a major part of the
quarter, net interest income
(NII) rose 18% to 10,936
crore, while the net interest
margin increased to 3.89%
from 3.69% in the corres-
ponding period last year.

Non-interest income, ex-
cluding treasury income,
grew 56% year-on-year to
3,706 crore and fee income
grew by 53% to 33,219 crore.

During the period it made
lower provisions (excluding
provision for tax) of 32,852
crore compared with 37,594
crore in the year-earlier pe-
riod. In view of the current
scenario the bank said it had
changed its policy on non-
performing loans to make it
more conservative from Ql.

“The change in policy re-
sulted in higher provision
on non-performing advanc-
es amounting to 1,127 crore
for aligning provisions on
outstanding loans to the re-
vised policy,” the bank said
in a regulatory filing.

Based on current assess-
ment of its portfolio, the
bank wrote back COVID-19
provisions amounting to
1,050 crore made in earlier
periods and as on June 30 it
held COVID-related provi-
sions of 6,425 crore.

The bank’s net non-per-
forming assets increased to

39,306 crore as on June 30
compared with ¥9,180 crore
in the March quarter. The
net NPA ratio was 1.16%,
compared with 1.14% as on
March 31, 2021.

The net addition to gross
NPAs during the quarter
was 33,604 crore, the bank
said adding the gross NPA
additions were 7,231 crore
during the quarter.

‘Not worried’

“The fresh slippages includ-
ed approximately 6,700
crore of retail loans,” execu-
tive director Sandeep Batra
said on a media conference
call. “Out of this 961 crore
was Krishi Credit Card loans
and 31,130 crore of jewellery
loans,” he noted, adding
“we are not worried about
the retail book.”

Mr. Batra observed that
the second wave-related res-
trictions had had a signifi-
cant impact on collections
and recoveries.

Despite this, the bank
had recoveries of 3,627
crore during the quarter.
Gross NPAs written off were
to the tune of 1,589 crore.

The bank said total depo-
sits grew 16% year-on-year
to 39,26,224 crore and the
retail loan portfolio grew by
20% and comprised 61.4%
of the total loan portfolio.

Domestic advances grew
by 20% and total advances
increased by 17% to
%7,38,598 crore, it said.

Consolidated assets grew
by 9% to %15,72,772 crore.
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Gutsy Mirabai brings cheer to Indians

;I'"he Mirabai Chanu file

u Age: 26 Heartiest
. . , . cre . ® State: Manipur congratulations
Her silver is the country’s second weightlifting medal after Malleswari’s bronze at Sydney 2000 ' to Mirabai Chanu for
B Family: Father (Kriti), Mother (Tombi), starting the medal tally

ver. I failed in 2016 and two brothers and three sisters T AT S T TG

learnt a lot from that expe-
rience and where I have to
improve and that’s what got
me here,” she said with a
1000-watt smile.

She called home right af-
ter the medal ceremony.
“The gang in Patiala (her

B Awards: Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna,
Padma Shri

Could not have

asked for a
happier start to @
Tokyo2020! India is

B Achievements: Gold: Women's 48kg,
World championships, Anaheim, USA,
2017; Women's 48kg, Commonwealth
Games 2018, Gold Coast; Silver:
Women's 49kg, Tokyo Olympics, 2020;
Women's 48kg, Commonwealth Games, Glasgow, 2014;

mates at the national camp) Bronze: Women's 49kg, Asian championships, Tashkent,

called me and were dancing 2021.

in happiness,” she said. ® Mirabai is the first lifter to win a silver at the Olympics and
: the second to win a medal after Karnam Malleswari's bronze

TOKYD 2020
el

SHYAM VASUDEVAN
TOKYO

Mirabai Chanu could not be-

elated by @mirabai
chanu’s stupendous

performance
PM NARENDRA MODI

lieve she had won India’s
first medal of the Tokyo
Olympics.

The Manipuri’s silver on
Saturday made her the se-
cond Indian weightlifter, af-
ter Karnam Malleswari in
2000, to win a medal at the
Olympics.

“It felt like it was a dream.
I forgot where I was and the
fact that I was standing on
the Olympics podium. Eve-
rything blurred for a bit.

“I realised I had won the
silver only when they called
my name and I felt the medal
around my neck!” she said.

Mirabai breezed through
the snatch with lifts of 84kg
and 87kg on her first two at-
tempts, but failed on her
third attempt of 89kg, which

INDIAN ODYSSEY

Archery: Mixed team: Quar-
terfinals: Deepika Kumari &
Pravin Jadhav lost to An San
& Kim Je Deok (Kor) 2-6;1/8
eliminations: bt Tang Chih-
chun & Lin Chia-en (Tpe) 5-3.
Badminton: Group stage:
Men: Doubles: Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy & Chirag Shetty bt
Lee Yang & Wang Chi-Lin
(Tpe) 21-16, 16-21, 27-25; Sin-
gles: B. Sai Praneeth lost to
Misha Zilberman (Isr) 17-21,
15-21.

Boxing: Men's welterweight
(round of 32): Vikas Krishan
lost to Sewonrets Quincy
Mensah Okazawa (Jpn).
Hockey: Men (Pool A): bt
New Zealand 3-2; Women
(Pool A): lost to Netherlands
1-5.

Judo: Women's 48kg (round
of 32): Shushila Likmabam
lost to Eva Csernoviczki
(Hun).

Rowing: Men's lightweight
double sculls (Heat 2): 5. Ar-
jun Jat and Arvind Singh
(qualified for repechage
round).

Shooting: Men's 10m air pis-
tol: Final: 7. Saurabh Chaud-
hary; Qualification: 1. Sau-
rabh, 17. Abhishek Verma.
Women's 10m air rifle: Quali-
fication: 16. Elavenil Valari-
van, 36. Apurvi Chandela.
Table tennis: Mixed doubles
(round of 16): Sharath Kamal
& Manika Batra lost to Lin
Yun-ju & Cheng I-Ching (Tpe)
0-4.

Women's singles  (first
round): Manika Batra bt Tin-
Tin Ho (GBR) 4-0; Sutirtha
Mukherjee bt Linda Berg-
strom (Swe) 4-3.

Tennis: Men's singles (first
round): Sumit Nagal bt Denis
Istomin (Uzb) 6-4, 6-7(6),
6-4.

Weightlifting: Women's
49kg: Mirabai Chanu (silver
medal).

GOLDIES

Yang Qian... first gold
medallist of the Games
= GETTY IMAGES

South Korea: Archery: Mixed
team

Richard Carapaz (Ecu): Cy-
cling: Men's road race

Aron Szilagyi (Hun): Fencing:
Men'’s individual sabre

Sun Yiwen (Chn): Fencing:
Women's individual epee
Distria Krasniqgi (Kos): Judo:
Women's 48kg

Naohisa Takato (Jpn): Judo:
Men's 60kg

Yang Qian (Chn): Shooting:
Women's 10m air rifle

Javad Foroughi (Iri): Shoot-
ing: Men's 10m air pistol

Vito Dell'Aquila (Ita): Taek-
wondo: Men's 58kg

Panipak  Wongpattanakit
(Tha): Taekwondo: Women's
49kg

Zhihui Hou (Chn): Weightlift-
ing: Women's 49kg

CM
K
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would have been a personal
best.

Meanwhile, China’s Hou
Zhihui set a new Olympic re-
cord of 94kg. American Jour-
dan Elizabeth Delacruz lifted
89kg on her final lift, but it
was ruled out due to a tech-
nical flaw.

An appeal by the Delacruz

Lifting the nation's spirits: Mirabai Chanu on way to the silver in the 49kg category. =arp

camp was rejected.

In clean and jerk, where
Mirabai set the world record
of 119kg at the Asian Cham-
pionships in Tashkent this
April, she lifted 110kg on her
first attempt and broke into a
wide smile, assured of a me-
dal as Delacruz had failed in
all her lifts. The Indian then

hoisted 115kg on her second
attempt, before failing at
117kg. But it did not matter,
for the 26-year-old had made
history. Mirabai finished
with a total lift of 202kg.

“l am ecstatic! I am so
happy to win the silver. I
tried really hard for the gold
but I am happy with the sil-

India men ride on Harmanpreet’s
brace, Sreejesh’s saves; women lose

HOCKEY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
TOKYO

Harmanpreet Singh scored a
brace while goalkeeper P.R.
Sreejesh stood like a wall in
the closing minutes as the
Indian men overcame a late
surge from New Zealand to
eke out a 3-2 victory in a Pool
A match here on Saturday.

Harmanpreet found the
target in the 26th and 33rd
minutes after Rupinder Pal
Singh had equalised for In-
dia in the 10th minute. For
the Kiwis, Kane Russell
scored off a penalty corner
in the sixth minute before
Stephen Jenness (43rd) re-
duced the margin.

The Indians were in for an
early shock as Russell found
the top right corner of the
goal with a fierce flick.

Even though he was not
among the goal-scorers,
skipper Mandeep Singh was
a livewire. He earned a pe-
nalty corner, which resulted
in a penalty stroke, and Ru-
pinder made no mistake.

Harmanpreet then put In-
dia 2-1 ahead before enhanc-

s -

Marksmen: Harmanpreet, left, and Rupinder Pal helped India
fight back from a goal down against New Zealand. =ap

ing the margin with an accu-
rate shot off another penalty
corner.

The match came to life
when Jenness scored with a
lovely finish past Sreejesh in
the near post in the 43rd.
The India goalkeeper en-
sured that the citadel was
not breached again. India
plays Australia on Sunday.

The Indian women fought
valiantly in the first two
quarters before losing steam
to go down 1-5 to World No. 1
Netherlands. Felice Albers
gave Netherlands the lead in

the sixth minute before In-
dia skipper Rani Rampal le-
velled in the 10th minute.

The Dutch came out all
guns blazing after the
change of ends and pumped
in three goals. Margot van
Geffen (33rd) restored the
lead before the team scored
in quick succession through
Albers (43rd) and Frede-
rique Matla (45th). Caia Jac-
queline van Maasakker
slammed home a penalty
corner in the 52nd minute.

India meets Germany on
Monday.

The gameplan in Sydney 2000
Her coach Vijay Sharma re-
vealed that they had chosen
to scale down her starting
weight to reduce the load on
her body.

“We were going to start
with 86 in snatch and 113 in
clean and jerk but decided to
start at a slightly lower
weight so that we could be
safe. We planned to scale up
once the competition
cleared up,” he said.

Hou, world record-holder
in snatch (96kg) and total
(213kg), hoisted 94kg, 116kg
and 210kg to set Olympic re-
cords in snatch, clean and
jerk, and total on her way to
the gold. Indonesian Windy
Aisah (84, 110, 194) bagged
the bronze.

INDIANS IN ACTION ON SUNDAY

Artistic Gymnastics: Women's qualification: Pranati Nayak, 6.30
a.m.
Badminton: Group stage: Women's singles: P.V. Sindhu vs Ksenia
Polikarpova (Isr), 710 a.m.
Boxing: Round of 32: Women's flyweight: Mary Kom vs Miguelina
Hernandez (Dom), 1.30 p.m.; Men's lightweight: Manish Kaushik
vs Luke McCormack (GBR), 3.05 p.m.
Hockey: Men (Pool A): vs Australia, 3 p.m.
Rowing: Men's lightweight double sculls (Repechage 2): Arjun
Jat and Arvind Singh, 6.40 a.m.
Shooting: Women's 10m air pistol: Yashaswini Singh Deswal, Ma-
nu Bhaker, Qualification, 5.30 a.m.; Final, 7.45 a.m.
Men's skeet: Angad Vir Singh Bajwa, Mairaj Ahmad Khan, Qualifi-
cation - Day 1, 6.30 a.m.; Men's 10m air rifle: Divyansh Singh Pan-
war, Deepak Kumar, Qualification, 9.30 a.m.; Final, noon.
Sailing: Women: Laser Radial (from 8.35 a.m.): Nethra Kumanan.
Men: Laser (from 11.05 a.m.): Vishnu Saravanan.
Swimming: Women's 100m backstroke (Heat 1): Maana Patel,
3.30 p.m.; Men's 100m backstroke (Heat 3): Srihari Nataraj, 4.25
p.m.
Table tennis: Second round: Men's singles: G. Sathiyan vs Lam Siu
Hang (Hkg), 10.30 a.m.; Women's singles: Manika Batra vs Mar-
garyta Pesotska (Ukr), noon.
Tennis: Women's doubles (first round): Sania Mirza & Ankita Rai-
na vs. Liudmyla Kichenok & Nadiia Kichenok (Ukr), 7.30 a.m.

Live on Sony Ten 2, 3 & Sony Six (SD & HD). All times IST.

MEDAL EVENTS ON SUNDAY

18 Golds will be awarded on the third day of the Olympics
Archery: Women's team

Cycling: Women's road race

Diving: Women's synchronised 3m springboard

Fencing: Women's foil individual, Men's epee individual
Judo: Women's 52kg, Men's 66kg

Shooting: Men's 10m air rifle, Women's 10m air pistol
Skateboarding: Men's street

Swimming: Women's 400m ind. medley, Women's 4x100m frees-
tyle relay, Men's 400m freestyle, Men's 400m ind. medley
Taekwondo: Men's 68kg, Women's 57kg

Weightlifting: Men's 61kg, Men's 67kg

after P.V. Sindhu

B Compiled by Y.B. Sarangi

m She is the second Indian woman to clinch an Olympic silver

B Her first coach was L. Anita Chanu who trained her at the
Khuman Lampak training centre in Imphal

y Your glorious
Olympic silver
has touched a billion
hearts

KARNAM MALLESWARI

Such an inspiring
performance
that will be remem-
bered for along time
to come and will

inspire generations
ABHINAV BINDRA

The way you
have trans-
formed yourself

after your injury and
clinched a historic
silver for #TeamIndia is

absolutely stupendous
SACHIN TENDULKAR

Saurabh flatters to deceive

Tops qualification but finishes seventh

SHOOTING

KAMESH SRINIVASAN

aurabh Chaudhary quali-

fied on top with 586 but
finished seventh in men’s air
pistol in Tokyo on Saturday.

It was a disheartening day
for the Indians as Abhishek
Verma (575) missed the final
by three points, having
dropped six points on his
last four shots in air pistol.

In women’s air rifle, Ela-
venil Valarivan shot 626.5
and missed the final by two
points. World record-holder
Apurvi Chandela was un-
able to step it up in her se-
cond Olympics and shot
621.9 for the 36th place in a
field of 50.

What was remarkable
was the convincing fashion
in which Javad Foroughi of
Iran shot 244.8 in the final,
after a modest 580 in qualifi-
cation, to clinch the men’s
air pistol gold with a 6.9
point margin over Damir Mi-
kec of Serbia, the last en-
trant into the final.

Youth Olympics cham-
pion and Asian Games gold
medallist Saurabh had reco-

vered after shooting 95 in
the first series of qualifica-
tion. He followed with 98,
98, 100, 98 and 97. In the fi-
nal, a string of 9s and an 8.8
forced him to an early exit.
The results: Men's air pistol: 1.
Javad Foroughi (IRl) 244.8
(OR) 580; 2. Damir Mikec (Srb)
237.9 (578); 3. Pang Wei (Chn)
217.6 (578); 7. Saurabh Chaud-
hary 137.4 (586); 17. Abhishek
Verma 575.

Women's air rifle: 1. Yang Qian
(Chn) 251.8 (OR) 628.7; 2.
Anastasia Galashkina (ROC)
251.1 (628.5); 3. Nina Christen
(Sui) 230.6 (628.5); 16. Elave-
nil Valarivan 626.5; 36. Apurvi
Chandela 621.9.

Saurabh lost his way after a
great start. s=GeETTYIMAGES

Mixed luck for paddlers - Satwik and Chirag shock the World No. 3 pair

TABLE TENNIS

AMOL KARHADKAR

. Sharath Kamal and
AManika Batra surren-

dered tamely in their
mixed doubles first round,
but Manika and debutant
Sutirtha Mukherjee won
their women’s singles first
round in contrasting styles
on the opening day of the ta-
ble tennis competition on
Saturday.

The day started with Sha-
rath and Manika putting up
an insipid display and going
down to Lin Yun Ju and
Cheng I Ching of Taipei 8-11,
6-11, 5-11, 4-11 in the round of
16.

Manika made short work
of Great Britain’s Ho Tin Tin

Manika in full flow against
Great Britain's Ho Tin Tin.
= AP

117, 11-6, 12-10, 11-9 to set up
a second-round clash
against World No. 32 Mar-
garyta Pesotska.

Sutirtha ended the day by
wiping out a 3-1 deficit
against Sweden’s Linda
Bergstrom to prevail 5-11,
11-9, 11-13, 9-11, 11-3, 11-9, 11-5.
She will next play Portugal’s
China-born Yu Fu.

Pip Yang and Chi-Lin in a three-game thriller; Sai Praneeth goes down to Zilberman

Nicking it: Chirag and Satwik slugged it out before winning 27-25 in the decider. =reuters

BADMINTON

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
TOKYO

The Indian men's doubles
pair of Satwiksairaj Ranki-
reddy and Chirag Shetty
shocked the World No. 3 pair
of Yang Lee and Chi-Lin
Wang of Chinese Taipei in a
thrilling Group A match on
Saturday.

Satwik and Chirag, ranked
10th in the world, notched
up a stunning 21-16, 16-21, 27-
25 win over third seeds Lee
and Wang, who had claimed
back-to-back titles at the
Thailand Open, Thailand
Open and World Tour Finals
in Thailand earlier this year.

The Indians had five
match points, but the Chi-
nese Taipei pair — bronze
medallist at the 2018 World
Championship — saved all of
them before grabbing one
themselves.

However, Satwik and Chi-
rag proved equal to the task
and had the last laugh, win-
ning a marathon third game.

In singles, B. Sai Praneeth,
the 13th seed, suffered a 17-
21, 15-21 reverse at the hands
of World No. 47 Misha Zilber-
man of Israel in a 41-minute
Group D match.

“Ididn't play 100%. I need
to pick myself up for the next
match,” said a disappointed
Sai Praneeth.

TOKYO TITBITS

:Indian archers crumbled under

¢ pressure as the ninth-ranked mixed
team, comprising Deepika Kumari and :
: Pravin Jadhav, lost to the top-slotted
¢ South Korea 6-2 in a quarterfinal

: contest here on Saturday.

: San An and Je Deok Kim piled on the
i pressure on the Indians by taking the
¢ first two sets, with scores of 35-32

: and 38-37, to establish a 4-0 lead.
However, the Indians fought back to

¢ win the next set 37-35 before

¢ Korea rode on a couple of 10s from

¢ Kim to beat India 36-33 in the fourth
¢ set to seal the match. Earlier, Pravin

: and Deepika beat the Chinese Taipei

: pair of Chih-Chun Tang and Chia-En

¢ Lin 5-3in a last-16 match.

¢ Now, Pravin, Atanu Das and

¢ Tarundeep Rai will be seen in action

: in men's team and individual events,

¢ while Deepika will compete in

i women's individual events.

AR’

Sumit Nagal advances

Sumit Nagal posted a 6-4, 6-7(6),
6-4 first round win over Uzbekistan's
Denis Istomin, to become the first
Indian male tennis player since
Leander Paes at Atlanta (1996) to win
an Olympics singles match, here on
Saturday. Nagal's reward for his fine
effort is a second round clash with
Russia's Daniil Medvedev.

“To play for my country. That's what
I'm looking for in my next match as
well, to have India written on my
back and play for my nation,” Nagal
told ITFTennis.com.

Deepika-Pravin combine comes
up short in mixed team event

¢ Fencer Aron Szilagyi

: completes a hat-trick

¢ Hungarian fencer Aron Szilagyi made
: Olympic history on Saturday when he

won the men's individual sabre event,

defending his title and becoming the
. first man to take three gold medals in
a single discipline in the sport.
 When he won the final point over

: Italy's Luigi Samele, Szilagyi took his

: mask off and broke into a wide smile,
¢ pointing a finger to the sky.

¢ "It's amazing. | can't tell you my

: feelings, but I'm very much
overwhelmed,” said Szilagyi.

i Boxer Vikas Krishan loses

© in the opening round

¢ India had a disappointing start in

© boxing as former World

¢ championships bronze medallist

© Vikas Krishan crashed out in the first
- round on his third Olympic

: appearance on Saturday. The :
: 29-year-old, who won a bronze in the :
i Asian championships this year, lost to :
¢ Japan's Sewonretes Okazawa 5-Oina
 men's 69kg contest. Asian silver

: medallist Okazawa, born to a

i Ghanaian father and Japanese

: mother, moved around the ring well
© and attacked with confidence to keep
: the seasoned Indian in check. :
: In a bout involving two southpaws,

i Okazawa landed his combination of
¢ jabs and follow-up punches even as
¢ Vikas tried his best to get in and out
: to score some points.

: Vikas, bleeding from his left eye,

i needed some medical attention

© during the bout.

Youngest co.mpetitor, just 12,
content despite defeat

»

. Legendary 'King Kohei’ slips on
. the horizontal bars

¢ Japanese gymnastics star Kohei

© Uchimura (32) crashed out on day

: one when he lost his grip and was

¢ eliminated from the horizontal bars

¢ competition. The all-around 2012 and
© 2016 Olympic champion, who has

¢ said he will retire after these Games,

¢ did not compete in the parallel bars.
The 32-year-old chose not to go for a
: Syria's table tennis player Hend Zaza, :
the youngest athlete at the Tokyo
i Olympics at just 12, said just reaching :
: the Games was "“an achievement"

third successive all-around title

. following a shoulder injury. Regarded

as one of the greatest gymnasts of all

. time, 'King Kohei' also has 10 world
despite bowing out in the preliminary :
¢ round on Saturday.

¢ "Reaching the Tokyo Olympics was

© already an achievement. | wasn't
:asked to win, | was asked to play
well,” Zaza, the youngest Olympian

¢ since 11-year-old Romanian Beatrice
: Hustiu competed in figure skating at
: the 1968 Winter Olympics, told

: Olympics.com.

titles. With fans banned, the small

© crowd of onlookers — most of them

¢ coaches and administrators from

© various countries — gasped as

: Uchimura fell to the mat. He

: completed his routine, sticking to his
: dismount. He picked up just 13.866

: points which robbed him of the

: chance to end a much-decorated

© career on a golden high on home soil.
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TV PICKS

TNPL 2021: Star Sports 2
(SD & HD), 3.30 p.m. & 7.30

.m.
Eri Lanka vs India: 1st T20I,
Sony Ten 1, 3 & Sony Six (SD
& HD), 8 p.m.

Tokyo 2020: Sony Ten 2, 3 &
Sony Six (SD & HD), 3 a.m.
onwards (Monday)

IN BRIEF

Djokovic pulls out of
Toronto tournament

TORONTO

World No. 1 Novak Djokovic,
who is bidding for tennis gold
at the Tokyo Olympics, has
withdrawn from next month's
ATP Toronto event. World
No. 6 Dominic Thiem, No. 20
David Goffin and No. 29 Stan
Wawrinka have also
withdrawn from the main
draw, organisers said. arp

Ramkumar defeats
Prajnesh in quarterfinals
CARY (USA)

Eighth seed Ramkumar
Ramanathan beat second
seed and compatriot Prajnesh
Gunneswaran 3-6, 7-6(5), 6-4
in the quarterfinals of the
$52,080 Challenger tennis
tournament here. It was the
third win on the professional
circuit for Ramkumar over
Prajnesh. The other two wins
were in 2015.

The results: $52,080
Challenger, Cary, USA:
Quarterfinals: Ramkumar
Ramanathan bt Prajnesh
Gunneswaran 3-6, 7-6(5),
6-4. Doubles (semifinals):
Christian Harrison & Dennis
Novikov (US) bt Lukas Lacko
(Svk) & Ramkumar 7-5, 6-3.

Tottenham

signs up
Gollini

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON

Tottenham signed goal-
keeper Pierluigi Gollini
from Italian club Atalanta
on a season-long loan with
an option to make the
move permanent, the Pre-
mier League team said on
Saturday.

The 26-year-old Gollini
will be expected to chal-
lenge stalwart Hugo Lloris.
The 34-year-old French-
man has been with Totten-
ham since the 2012-13 sea-
son but his contract
expires next June.

India favourite as focus turns to T20Is

Varun likely to make his international debut; toss up between Padikkal and Gaikwad likely

Ready to step up: Varun Chakravarthy has proved himself
worthy of taking the big stage. =TtwiTTER/BCCI

INDIA IN LANKA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
COLOMBO

Mystery spinner Varun Chak-
ravarthy could well be in line
for international debut as In-
dia, with a galaxy of power-
house IPL performers, start
overwhelming favourite
against Sri Lanka in the open-
ing T20 International here on
Sunday.

IPL credentials

Coach Rahul Dravid will want
to check out Varun, who
proved his prowess in the
IPL. Having missed out on a
series in Australia and a
home series versus England
due to fitness and injury re-
lated issues, the 29-year-old
Varun would be aware India
is looking at one spinner for
the T20 World Cup in the
UAE.

Another debutant could
be either Devdutt Padikkal or
Ruturaj Gaikwad, both of

‘Winning the series is the priority

Will try out new guys but only in the last game, says Dhawan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
COLOMBO

India captain Shikhar Dha-
wan said the team manage-
ment will try out new faces
but only if they fit into the
best playing XI during the
upcoming three-match T20I
series against Sri Lanka,
starting here on Sunday.
Like India blooded as ma-
ny as five newcomers in the
final ODI, Dhawan indicated
on Saturday that he is not
averse to experimenting
with new men like Ruturaj
Gaikwad, Varun Chakravar-
thy and Devdutt Padikkal in
the coming games, but se-
ries win will remain a priori-

ty.

Opportunity
“New guys definitely have
the opportunity to play. We
have to win the series. In the
last ODI, there was a good
opportunity to give some
youngsters a chance and
give them a taste of interna-
tional cricket, because we
had already won the series,”
Dhawan told mediapersons
ahead of the first game.
“Now it’s a new series, soO
we will of course go in with
our best XI first. We will try

to win the first two matches,
and then according to the
situation, we can experi-
ment in the last game, if
needed,” Dhawan said.

He agreed that the IPL has
made these youngsters rea-
dy for international cricket.

“Of course they are ready,
that’s why they are here.

“As you saw, youngsters
have performed so well in
the ODI series, so they’ll be
taking that confidence

Task on hand: Dhawan knows he has to do well in the series to
strengthen his case for selection in the World Cup squad. =arp

ahead in the T20I series. You
will see them perform really
well.

On a personal note, Dha-
wan knows that even he is
auditioning for a place in the
T20 World Cup side.

“So, on a personal note, I
am really looking forward to
perform over here and make
my place stronger for the
World Cup.

“Then we’ll see how it
goes in the future.”

Arthur says Sri Lanka is getting better

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
COLOMBO

Sri Lanka head coach Mickey
Arthur on Saturday said his
team is improving fast but
needs to have depth in bat-
ting as they gear up for the
T20I series against India.

Sri Lanka lost the ODI se-
ries 1-2 to India but the win in
the final ODI gave confi-
dence to Arthur.

Consistency needed

“We are creating depths
across all the departments
now. We just have to get that
little bit of consistency and
that same depth into our bat-
ting,” Arthur said at a virtual
pre-match press conference
ahead of the first T20.

but needs depth
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Mickey Arthur. =riLe pHOTO

“For numerous reasons
we never seem to put our
best batting line-up out
there. It is being about creat-
ing depth for me, but also
trying to be consistent. Giv-

Tough luck: Horner said the crash has cost the team
approximately $1.8 million. =LARS BARON/ GETTY IMAGES
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in batting

ing guys clear roles but then
allowing them to go out and
playing with freedom. We
saw a really good example of
that in Charith (Asalanka)
the other night,” added the
South African.

Fantastic growth

“The growth I have seen in
these players has been fan-
tastic and the growth comes
from giving them confidence
and giving them that consis-
tency that they are going to
play. We will see the rewards
of that in the future for sure,”
the 53-year-old noted.

Arthur also said that the
Sri Lankan team learned a
“massive amount” from the
ODI series against India.

“We are right at the em-
bryonic stage of this journey
and it is about us playing
against ourselves every-day
we go out on the ground. We
have got benchmarks, which
we want to meet in every
game.

Measuring ourselves

“We are measuring our-
selves and the progression in
terms of those KPIs has been
outstanding. We are getting
better and better,” he added.

The head coach was also
“hopeful” that young leg
spinner Wanindu Hasaran-
ga, who picked three wickets
in the second ODI against In-
dia, would be available for
the first T20.

whom are proven IPL per-
formers. With Prithvi Shaw
and Suryakumar Yadav set to
leave for England, the team
management might not risk
playing both.

Ishan Kishan and Sanju
Samson may be included in
the playing XI from which
Manish Pandey is likely to be
dropped.

The Pandya brothers —
Hardik and Krunal — are au-
tomatic choices in this for-
mat. Bhuvneshar Kumar and
Deepak Chahar, after a well-
earned rest, will be back in
the mix and Yuzvendra Cha-
hal is likely to join Krunal and
Varun in the slow-bowling
department.

For Sri Lanka, the first ODI
win in nine years on home
soil against India could just
be the turnaround the coun-
try needs. Dasun Shanaka is
a young captain, but quality
players like Bhanuka Raja-
paksa, Chamika Karunaratne
and Avishka Fernando would
pose quality challenge for

the Indians.

The teams (from): India: Shik-
har Dhawan (Capt.), Prithvi
Shaw, Devdutt Padikkal, Rutu-
raj Gaikwad, Suryakumar Yadav,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar (Vice-
Capt.), Manish Pandey, Hardik
Pandya, Nitish Rana, Ishan Kish-
an (wk), Sanju Samson (wk),
Yuzvendra Chahal, Rahul Cha-
har, K. Gowtham, Krunal Pan-
dya, Kuldeep Yadav, Varun
Chakravarthy, Deepak Chahar,
Navdeep Saini and Chetan
Sakariya.

Sri Lanka: Dasun Shanaka
(Capt.), Dhananjaya de Silva,
Avishka Fernando, Bhanuka Ra-
japaksa, Pathum Nissanka, Cha-
rith Asalanka, Wanindu Hasa-
ranga, Ashen Bandara, Minod
Bhanuka, Lahiru Udara, Ramesh
Mendis, Chamika Karunaratne,
Binura Fernando, Dushmantha
Chameera, Lakshan Sandakan,
Akila Dananjaya, Shiran Fernan-
do, Dhananjaya Lakshan, Ishan
Jayaratne, Praveen Jayawickra-
ma, Asitha Fernando, Kasun Ra-
jitha, Lahiru Kumara and Isuru
Udana.

The T20Is schedule: July 25, 27
and 29. Matches start at 8 p.m.

Shaw, Suryakumar set to
leave for England

AMOL KARHADKAR
MUMBAI

Opener Prithvi Shaw and
middle-order batsman Su-
ryakumar Yadav are set to
join India’s injury-hit Test
squad in England ahead of
the Test series.

Shaw and Suryakumar, re-
presenting India in the limit-
ed-overs series in Sri Lanka,
are likely to leave for En-
gland from Colombo as soon
as the logistical arrange-
ments are made.

With opener Shubman
Gill, back-up all-rounder
Washington Sundar and re-
seve pacer Avesh Khan hav-
ing been ruled out of the
forthcoming five-Test series
starting August 4, India’s

team management had re-
quested for at least two
replacements.

The national selectors, af-
ter being given a go-ahead by
the BCCI hierarachy, are un-
derstood to have informed
the touring party in Colom-
bo to make arrangements for
Shaw and Suryakumar’s de-
parture to England.

Despite K.L. Rahul’s pre-
sence as a reserve batsman
in the middle-order, consi-
dering fitness concerns
about captain Virat Kohli
and vice-captain Ajinkya Ra-
hane, the selectors have de-
cided to draft in a middle-or-
der batsman since the five
Tests are scheduled in six
weeks.

Windies, Aussie squads
test COVID-19 negative

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BRIDGETOWN

All 152 people involved in
the ongoing West Indies
and Australia One-Day In-
ternational series returned
negative COVID-19 tests on

Friday, a day after the se-
cond game was postponed
after a positive analysis, of-
ficials said. Following the
negative tests, the third and
final match was resche-
duled for Saturday.
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Vidit Gujrathi
reaches fifth round

CHESS WC

RAKESH RAO
NEW DELHI

Vidit Gujrathi became the
first Indian to reach the fifth
round of the chess World
Cup when he completed a
2-0 drubbing of USA’s Jeffery
Xiong in Sochi on Friday.
The win also saw Vidit
overtake 23rd-ranked P. Ha-
rikrishna in live ratings and
occupy the 21st spot.
Viswanathan Anand
heads the Indian list by

holding the 14th place on the
world ranking list..

It was a double blow for
Harikrishna as he joined R.
Praggnanandhaa in exiting
the competition.

Iran’s M. Amin Tabata-
baei held Harikrishna in 115
moves on Friday for a1.5-0.5
victory.

Earlier, Maxime Vachier-
Lagrave ended Praggna-
nandhaa’s campaign by win-
ning with a similar margin
after easily taking the se-
cond game.

Award for para shuttler
Pramod Bhagat

GENERAL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

World No. 1 para shuttler
Pramod Bhagat was on Sa-
turday named Differently
Abled Sportsman of the
Year at Indian Sports Ho-
nours for 2019.

The delay in announce-
ment was due to COVID-19
pandemic, a release said.

“I am really honoured to
receive the award and it has
come at the right time, this
award will give me a boost to
perform better at the Para-
lympics,” Bhagat said.

Traning hard

“I have been training really
hard and my dream is to win
Gold and make India
proud.” Bhagat will be parti-
cipating in singles and

Pramod Bhagat.
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

mixed doubles events at the
Paralympics which opens in
Tokyo from August 24.

Indian Sports Honours
are awards given annually
by the RPSG Group in asso-
ciation with the Virat Kohli
Foundation to outstanding
sports personalities of India.

The awards were found-
ed in 2017.

Solskjaer signs contract extension with United

‘We have built a squad with a good balance of youth and experienced players’

FOOTBALL

ASSOCIATED PRESS
MANCHESTER

Manchester United manager
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer has
signed a contract extension
through at least the 2023-24
season, the club said on
Saturday.

The show of confidence in
Solskjaer follows a second-
place finish in the Premier
League and a trip to Europa
League final. The deal in-
cludes an option for 2024-25.

“Ole and his staff have
worked tirelessly putting the
foundations in place for long-
term success on the pitch,”
United executive vice-chair-
man Ed Woodward said.
“The results of that have be-
come increasingly visible ov-

Solskjaer. =RreuTers

er the past two seasons and
we are all looking forward to
seeing this exciting team de-
velop further in the years
ahead.”

The Norwegian was hired
in December 2018 as an inte-
rim replacement for Jose
Mourinho, and he was made

Hamilton was given a light penalty, says

Red Bull team principal also takes a swipe at Toto Wolff of Mercedes

FORMULA ONE

ASSOCIATED PRESS
PARIS

Red Bull team principal
Christian Horner is still an-
gry at the crash which
knocked Formula One leader
Max Verstappen out of the
British Grand Prix last wee-
kend, allowing winner Lewis
Hamilton to close the gap at
the top of the drivers’ cham-
pionship to eight points.
“We felt at the time, and
still feel, that Hamilton was
given a light penalty,” Horner
wrote in his Red Bull column

on Friday. “We are reviewing
all data and have the right to
request a review. We are the-
refore still looking at the evi-
dence and considering all
our sporting options... That
crash has cost us approxi-
mately $1.8 million.”

Hamilton’s victory was
hisfirst in two months, and
he risked slipping even furth-
er behind Verstappen. His
win prompted relief, but
Horner felt the elation was
too much.

“I am also still disappoint-
ed about the level of celebra-
tions enjoyed in the wake of

the accident. The Mercedes
team were aware of the grav-
ity of the crash with Max
widely reported as having
been hospitalised.

Unimaginable

“It is unimaginable not to in-
form your driver of the situa-
tion, moreover, to protect
your driver in case they do
not show the necessary res-
traint in celebrating. I spoke
to him again on Monday and
he felt like he’d done a few
rounds with (world heavy-
weight boxing champion) Ty-
son Fury,” Horner said.

Horner said Hamilton was
reckless under pressure after
losing pole position and trail-
ing Verstappen by 33 points
heading into the race.

“This was a moment of ex-
treme pressure for Hamilton
in the championship, becom-
ing the hunter as opposed to
the hunted, and in front of
his home crowd,” Horner
said. “We all know that these
situations can bring out a dif-
ferent driving style and one
that is not characteristic of a
world champion.”

Horner also took a swipe
at Mercedes team principal

permanent later that season.

“Everyone knows the feel-
ing 1 have for this club,”
Solskjaer said, “and I am de-
lighted to have signed this
new contract. Itis an exciting
time for Manchester United.
We have built a squad with a
good balance of youth and
experienced players that are
hungry for success.”

United ended last season
without silverware after los-
ing the Europa League final
to Villarreal on penalties. It’s
the longest drought for Unit-
ed since the 1980s, in the ear-
ly days of Alex Ferguson’s
otherwise trophy-filled
reign.

Solskjaer said United is
“ready to take that next
step.”

“Manchester United wants

Horner

Toto Wolff, claiming he lob-
bied stewards for Hamilton
to escape a penalty.

“It was brought to my at-
tention through the TV
broadcast that Toto was go-
ing to see the stewards with
information he had tried to
email to (FIA race director)
Michael (Masi) before they
had ruled on a penalty,” Hor-
ner said.

“It is a little bit like trying
to lobby a jury while they
make their final verdict.”

Verstappen entirely
blamed Hamilton, who said
he did nothing wrong.

»

to be winning the biggest and
best trophies and that’s what
we are all striving for,” Sol-
skajer said. “We have im-
proved, both on and off the
pitch, and that will continue
over the coming seasons.”

Solskajer played for Unit-
ed from 1996-2007 and
scored 126 goals. His most fa-
mous goal was his late win-
ner in the 1999 Champions
League final.

Sancho finalises move

On Friday, England winger
Jadon Sancho finalised his
move to United by signing a
five-year contract with an op-
tion for a sixth season. Unit-
ed paid Borussia Dortmund a
transfer fee of €85 million for
the 2l-year-old Sancho, the
German club said.

“Idon’t think I am in a po-
sition to have to apologise for
anything. We are out there
racing,” he said after the
race. But his reference to
Verstappen’s aggressive rac-
ing style irked Horner.

Unjustified

“The narrative that Max was
being ‘overly aggressive’ at
that stage was unjustified.
You only have to look at the
fact Max has zero penalty
points on his license and has
not been found guilty of any
on-track misjudgments in re-
cent years,” Horner argued.
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