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Notice to Centre, Delhi
on vaccine for homeless

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday asked the Union and
the Delhi governments about
the steps taken to vaccinate
the homeless. A Bench led by
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud
refused to take an “elitist
view" to “restrain beggars,
vagabonds and the
homeless" from begging

at traffic junctions, markets
and public places.

NEWS » PAGE 10

Man ends life after brawl
at vaccination centre
GHAZIABAD

The son of a local RSS
functionary in Baghpat
district of Uttar Pradesh
allegedly ended his life on
Monday night after a brawl
with policemen at a
vaccination centre. Eleven
policemen, including one
SHO, have been sent to police
lines. Five of them have been
booked for abetment to
suicide and other sections of
the Indian Penal Code.
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Basavaraj Bommai will 7Jabs for children as early as August
be new Karnataka CM

BJP opts for safe choice of BSY loyalist and Lingayat

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

In a choice that underlined a
keenness to protect the Lin-
gayat vote base rather than
indulge in risky experi-
ments, the BJP on Tuesday
chose 61-year-old Basavaraj
Bommai as the next Chief
Minister of Karnataka.

Significantly, he is not
from the RSS stable and was
earlier associated with the
Janata Dal (United); Mr.
Bommai joined the BJP only
in 2008. This makes him an
exception among BJP Chief
Ministers in the State. He is a
moderate face not known to
take a hardline Hindutva
stance and an amenable
man across party lines.

Mr. Bommai met Gover-
nor Thaawarchand Gehlot to
stake his claim to form the
government late on Tuesday
and will be sworn in alone
on Wednesday at 11 a.m.

No surprises
Though there had been in-
tense and wild speculation
on the possibility of the BJP
throwing a up “surprise”
choice, the saffron party
played it safe by going with
Mr. Bommai, who does not
disrupt the caste calcula-
tions.

Significantly, he is seen as
a man who is close to the
Lingayat strongman and out-
going Chief Minister B.S. Ye-
diyurappa, which implies

Mamata terms meeting
with PM a courtesy call

I sought more doses of vaccines: CM

SOBHANA K. NAIR
NEW DELHI

A united Opposition against
the BJP ahead of the 2024
Lok Sabha election is a gi-
ven, West Bengal Chief Mi-
nister Mamata Banerjee said
minutes after meeting
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi here on Tuesday. She
has also demanded a judi-
cial probe into the Pegasus
cyber snooping row.

Ms. Banerjee’s visit to the
Capital, her first visit in two
years, comes after her victo-
ry in the Assembly election
for a third time. During her
five-day visit, she will be
meeting a host of Opposi-
tion leaders.

Buoyed by her victory, es-
pecially in the face of a re-
surgent BJP, her meetings
with the Opposition parties

Mamata Banerjee

are being seen as a definitive
sign that the TMC wants to
play a larger role in national
politics. “Opposition unity
will automatically happen,”
Ms. Banerjee said. Asked if
she will lead such a consorti-
um of Opposition parties,
she said, “India will lead
and we shall follow.”

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

New leader: Basavaraj Bommai, third from left, showing the
victory sign after being elected CM. =spEcIAL ARRANGEMENT

A man of the middle-path

Basavaraj Bommai, chosen
by the BJP as the next Chief
Minister of Karnataka, is
known as a man who treads
the middle path in a right-

that the latter still holds
sway.

Seers from the Lingayat-
Veerashiva community had
interpreted Mr. Yediyurap-
pa’s ouster as an “insult” to
the community, and the
choice of Mr. Bommai would
assuage these hurt senti-
ments at least partially.

Mr. Bommai also meets
the long-pending demand
for a person from north Kar-
nataka to be at the helm of
affairs in the State.

Also, Mr. Bommai is only
the second Chief Minister
whose father (S.R. Bommai)
also served in the same post,

wing party. Known as a man
who is not easily ruftled, he
was a troubleshooter for the
BJP during the legislature
stalemate. » PAGE 5

just as JD(S) father-son duo
of H.D. Deve Gowda and
H.D. Kumaraswamy.

The decision on the next
Chief Minister came just a
day after 78-year-old Mr. Ye-
diyurappa resigned with
tears in his eyes, at an event
organised to mark the se-
cond anniversary of his te-
nure — a bumpy ride marked
by dissidence, allegations of
corruption and nepotism.
Mr. Bommai, in contrast,
will be seen not only as
young and educated, but al-
so non-controversial.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Final trial results
are awaited,
says Mandaviya

NISTULA HEBBAR
BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN
NEW DELHI

Vaccination of children
against COVID-19 may start
as early as August, Union
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya told a meeting of
the BJP parliamentary party
on Tuesday.

India was on its way to be-
coming the largest producer
of vaccines as his Ministry
would expedite more licenc-
es to Indian companies, he
said. He also spoke about the

15 crore doses expected in
August, says V.K. Paul :
The Union government expects :
to have 15 crore vaccine doses ~ :
available for administration in
August, V.K. Paul, Chairman of
the National Expert Group On
Vaccine Administration for
COVID-19, said on Tuesday.

"We have a visibility of about

15 crore doses,” Dr. Paul said at
a press briefing. » PAGE 10 :

government’s efforts to fight
COVID-19 and ramp up vacci-
nation. The Minister’s state-
ments are in line with what
the government told the Del-
hi High Court in early July —
that vaccines for those bet-
ween the ages of 12-18 would

Right to health has taken
back seat: pleain SC

The Supreme Court on Tuesday
asked the Union government
to respond to a petition that
said the fundamental right to
health had taken a back seat as
patients were forced to choose
between expensive private
care and an “inadequate”
public health sector, especially
during the pandemic. » PAGE 10

be available soon, and that a
policy to regulate the vacci-
nation programme would be
spelt out soon.

Giving more details, Lav
Aggarwal, Joint Secretary,
Health Ministry, said at a
press conference that both

Bharat Biotech’s Covaxin
and Zydus Cadila’s DNA vac-
cines for the 12-18 age group
were being looked into.

“Final trial results are
awaited and after due scruti-
ny, the vaccines will be made
available for children. We
hope to make the vaccine
available in the near future,”
he added.

A senior Health Ministry
official said while the Pfizer-
BioNTech mRNA vaccine
had been tested and ap-
proved in the European Un-
ion for use in those aged 12-
15, India was looking at an in-
digenous vaccine.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Sarma talks tough on Mizoram border row

Assam will abide by any law enacted by Parliament, says Assam Chief Minister

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SILCHAR

Assam will abide by any law
enacted by Parliament that
makes it even cede its land to
another State but till then it
will not allow even an “inch
to be encroached upon”,
Chief Minister Himanta Bis-
wa Sarma asserted on Tues-
day, amid the border row
with Mizoram.

Mr. Sarma’s comments
came a day after six Assa-
mese people — five police
personnel and a civilian —
were killed and over 50 in-
jured in the border clashes.

He also said Assam will
move the Supreme Court
seeking protection of the In-

Rakesh Asthana appointed
Delhi Police Commissioner

Gujarat cadre officer gets inter-cadre deputation, extension

SAURABH TRIVEDI
NEW DELHI

Days before his superannua-
tion, Gujarat cadre IPS officer
Rakesh Asthana was on Tues-
day appointed Delhi Police
Commissioner.

Mr. Asthana, a 1984-batch
IPS officer, was to retire on
July 31. According to the Mi-
nistry of Home Affairs order,
Mr. Asthana, who was serv-
ing as Director General, Bor-
der Security Force, will join
as the Delhi Police Commis-
sioner with immediate effect.

On July 1, Balaji Srivastava,
a 1988-batch IPS officer, was
given the additional charge
of Commissioner of Delhi
Police.

While clearing Mr. Astha-
na’s appointment as CP, Del-

Rakesh Asthana.

= FILE PHOTO

hi, the Appointments Com-
mittee of the Cabinet (ACC),
headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, approved
the inter-cadre deputation
from Gujarat to AGMUT
cadre. The ACC also extend-
ed Mr. Asthana’s service in-
itially for a period of one year
beyond the date of his supe-
rannuation or until further
order, whichever is earlier.

21.5 mn lost jobs in tourism sector’

Significant job loss was due to lockdown, Minister Kishan Reddy tells Rajya Sabha

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

With the tourism industry
among the hardest hit due to
the pandemic, it is estimated
that about 21.5 million peo-
ple working in the sector lost
their jobs during the nine-
month period from April
2020-December 2020, as per
the data shared by the go-
vernment on Tuesday.

In a written reply to the
Rajya Sabha, Tourism Minis-
ter G. Kishan Reddy said a
significant number of jobs
were lost in the tourism sec-
tor once the lockdown was
implemented.

“About 14.5 million jobs
during Q1, 5.2 million during
Q2 and 1.8 million jobs dur-
ing Q3 were expected to have
been lost as compared to an
estimated 34.8 million jobs
in the pre-pandemic period
of 2019-20 [direct jobs],” he
said. Mr. Reddy said this was
one of the key findings of the

——

Slow revival: Visitors walking to the Taj Mahalin Agra on
Tuesday as the tourist attraction has reopened. =pmi

study done by the National
Council of Applied Economic
Research for the Ministry of
Tourism to assess the extent
of losses to the sector.

As per the report, due to
overall economic slowdown
during 2020-21, tourism eco-
nomy or tourism direct gross
value added (TDGVA) saw a
fall of 42.8% in April-June
2020, 15.5% in July-Septem-
ber 2020 and a fall of 1.1% in
October-December 2020.

“Due to significant drop in
tourist arrivals and hence
tourism expenditure, during
the pandemic, it is estimated
that TDGVA plummeted by
as much as 93.3% in Q1 of
2020-21 over its level in the
same quarter of the previous
year,” the Minister stated, ad-
ding that it picked up slightly
to post a decline of 79.5% and
64.3% in the second quarter
and the third quarter
respectively.

However, Mr. Reddy ad-
ded that the Ministry did not
maintain data on revenue
generated from tourism.

Replying to another qu-
ery, the Minister said no for-
mal study had been institut-
ed by the Ministry to assess
whether the movement of
people from all States in-
creased at tourist places,
which might raise fears of an
increase in COVID-19 positive
cases after the second wave.

Further, Mr. Reddy said
that as per the Bureau of Im-
migration, the number of fo-
reign tourist arrivals in India
stood at 10.93 million in
2019, declining to 2.74 mil-
lion in 2020 and about 0.42
million till June 2021.

According to the data
compiled by the Ministry of
Tourism, domestic tourist vi-
sits during the calendar year
2019 stood at 2,321.98 million
while those in 2020 stood at
610.21 million.

pdf was orlgmally uploaded to Brllexpress Official (https://t.me/The: Hlndu Express) before

This is one of the very few

instances when an IPS officer
outside of the AGMUT cadre

Himanta Biswa Sarma

nerline Forest Reserve from
destruction and encroach-
ment and deploy three com-
mando battalions in Cachar,
Karimganj and Hailakandi
districts bordering Mizoram
to strengthen security. As-

sam has declared a three-day
State mourning following
the incident.

‘Centre’s responsibility’
“It is the responsibility of the
Centre to define the boun-
dary and we will abide by
it... if tomorrow the Parlia-
ment enacts a law by which
our land can be given to
another State, we will do so
but till then we will protect
our constitutional boun-
dary,” Mr. Sarma told a press
conference.

He also visited the Silchar
Medical College and Hospital
and met police personnel in-
jured in the attack.

“We hope that the Mizos

regret that they have fired at
fellow countrymen but we
are leaving it to their wisdom
and conscience. This is a dis-
pute between two States and
not a fight between coun-
tries. But the video evidence
that we have of the Mizo
forces celebrating after at-
tacking our people has sad-
dened and hurt us,” he said.

The Chief Minister said
that satellite images have
shown that roads are being
constructed and forests
cleared for jhum cultivation
(shifting cultivation) which
cannot be allowed.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8
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Centre seeks more time for CAA rules

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Committees on Subor-
dinate Legislation, Lok Sab-
ha and Rajya Sabha, has
been requested to grant
further extension of time up
to January 9, 2022, to frame

the rules under the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act, the
Union Home Ministry told
the Lok Sabha on Tuesday.
The Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act was notified on
December 12, 2019, and
came into force on January

10, 2020, the Ministry re-
plied to a question from
Congress leader Gaurav Go-
goi on what steps were be-
ing taken to frame the CAA
rules.

DETAILS ON » PAGE 8

has been appointed as the
Delhi Police chief.

Mr. Asthana had earlier
served as the Special Direc-
tor of the Central Bureau of
Investigation. He was the
Narcotics Control Bureau
chief when actor Rhea Chak-
raborty was arrested in a
drugs case in Mumbai.

During his stint in the CBI
in 2018, Mr. Ashtana was en-
gaged in an unsavoury spat
with the then CBI Director
Alok Verma. Both the officers
were removed from the cen-
tral probe agency and Mr. As-
thana was subsequently
cleared of the charges.

(With inputs from PTI)

Highest July
rain in Delhi
in 18 years

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Heavy rain lashed the Cap-
ital on Tuesday, causing
waterlogging and traffic
snarls in several areas.

Safdarjung, the official
weather station of the city,
received 100 mm of rain in
just three hours before
8.30 a.m. on Tuesday. Pa-
lam received 68 mm before
8.30 a.m. and 59.4 mm
during the day.

With Tuesday’s down-
pour, the Capital has re-
corded 381 mm of rain so
far this month, which is the
highest in July since 2003,
according to figures shared
by the Met Department.
The rain led to a fall in the
maximum temperature,
which settled five degrees
below normal at 29.4 de-
grees Celsius.
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Delhi receives
4 lakh doses
of Covishield

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

After nearly two weeks of

vaccine shortage, the city
received around 4 lakh
doses of Covishield, as per
Delhi government data.
The vaccine stock on Tues-
day morning would last for
three days, it said.

Earlier this month, the
Health Minister had said
500 vaccination centres
were shut due to the shor-
tage. On Tuesday morning,
the city had only 4,39,870
doses of Covishield vaccine
and 2,04,360 doses of Co-
vaxin, as per the data. Till

now, 97,41,588 doses of

vaccines have been admi-
nistered in the city.

The city reported 77
fresh COVID-19 cases in 24
hours, taking the total cas-
es to 14,36,026, the govern-
ment bulletin stated on
Tuesday. There were two
deaths reported and the to-
tal number of deaths stood
at 25,046.

Khalid cannot claim parity with other
accused in riots case, police tell court

Agency opposes his bail plea citing Supreme Court order

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Delhi Police on Tuesday in-
formed a local court here that
former JNU student Umar
Khalid, arrested in connec-
tion with the north-east Delhi
riots, cannot claim parity
with other accused such as
Devangana Kalita, Natasha
Narwal and Asif Igbal Tanha,
who were recently released
on regular bail.

Mr. Khalid was arrested on
September 13, 2020 in north-
east Delhi riots case being in-
vestigated by Special Cell
where charges under the anti-
terror law Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act had been
invoked.

In response to Mr. Khalid’s
bail application, Delhi Police
said that the Supreme Court
while hearing the appeal filed
by it against the judgments
granting bail to Kalita, Narwal
and Tanha, has clarified that
these judgments “shall not be
treated as a precedent and

Umar Khalid. =FiLE PHOTO

may not be relied upon by any
of the parties in any of the
proceedings”. “So, these
judgments cannot be cited
and relied upon by the appli-
cant or accused [Mr. Khalid]
in the instant case,” Delhi Pol-
ice said.

Hearing on August 7
Additional Sessions Judge
Amitabh Rawat adjourned the
hearing of bail application for
August 7 on the request of his
lawyer, who received the pro-
secution’s reply earlier during
the morning.

Delhi Police, in its reply, al-
so said that the present case
pertains to a “larger conspira-
cy”. “In total 21 accused have
been arrested in the case till
date, out of which chargesh-
eet of 18 accused has been
filed including the present ap-
plicant [Mr. Khalid],” the rep-
ly said. It said further investi-
gation is on.

“The application filed by
the applicant has no merits as
would be revealed and de-
monstrated before this court
by reference to the chargesh-
eet filed before this court...
The prosecution would de-
monstrate the “prima facie”
case against the applicant by
reference to and relying upon
the chargesheet filed before
this court,” Delhi Police said.

The HC while granting bail
to Tanha, Narwal, and Kalita
in the UAPA case, said the
State blurred the line bet-
ween the right to protest and
terrorist activity in anxiety to
suppress dissent.

Delhi govt. to nominate doctors for Padma awards

Kejriwal says citizens have time till Independence Day to submit suggestions

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Tuesday announced
that the Delhi government
will only nominate doctors
and healthcare workers for
this year’s Padma awards.

He said the nominations
will be on the basis of citi-
zens’ suggestions, which the
government will seek till In-
dependence Day.

The decision has been ta-
ken to honour the service
and sacrifice of the medical
community during the CO-
VID-crisis, said Mr. Kejriwal
during a digital briefing. He
further thanked the doctors
and healthcare workers for
“relentlessly” doing eve-
rything possible to save lives
during successive waves of
the pandemic.

P R |

CM Arvind Kejriwal

—

“Now is the time to tell
our doctors and healthcare
workers how grateful we are
and how much we respect
them. Every year, the coun-
try honours a select few
with the Bharat Ratna and
the Padma awards. The
Centre gives these awards to
people who have done ex-
cellent work in their field,”
he said. For all three Padma

awards: Padma Shri, Padma
Bhushan, and Padma Vib-
hushan, Mr. Kejriwal said
the Centre asks for nomina-
tions of people who they
think deserve the honour.

During the pandemic,
doctors, healthcare work-
ers, and para-medical staff
helped save many lives, said
Mr. Kejriwal. He added that
he knew many doctors and
healthcare workers who did
not go home for days as well
as those who got infected
while tending to patients
and were unfortunately
martyred on duty.

He said the government
wanted the people of Delhi
to come forward with names
of doctors and healthcare
workers along with a de-
scription of why they de-
served the honour. Names

Government of Jharkhand

Department of Transport (Lead Agency, Road Safety)

NOTICE FOR CANCELLATION OF Eol

& RFC”.

PR 250280(Transport)21-22*D

PRI AT BT BrATAd
UgSlel U9 e8dl JHUSH, SFRIGHR

( Reference PR No:- 247850 )

Memo No:- VLTD /suchibaddh-29/2021-(R.S)-/286
Eol No-VLTD /suchibaddh-29/2021-(R.S)-/216, Dated:-11/06/2021.

Subject: Cancellation of “Expression of Interest for Registration of AIS

140 Compliant Vehicle Location Tracking Device (VLTD) Manufacturers

With reference to the above Eol, It is hereby informed that the Eol is
being cancelled due to some unavoidable circumstances.

Joint Transport Commissioner(Road Safety),
Lead Agency, Road Safety,
Department of Transport.

Dated:-26-07-2021

Email ID - eedwsd.jamshedpur@gmail.com

. ffaer e F@m—RWSS - 20 /JSR /2021—22 fHi@:—27.07.2021

The undersigned, on behalf of the Government of Jharkhand, invites bids for the work mentioned in table
below through e-Procurement from eligible and approved Contractors, registered in with Drinking Water
& Sanitation Department, Government of Jharkhand, Central Government/ State Govt. or any PSU or any
agency of International or National repute may participate in the bid but registration with Drinking Water &
Sanitation Department, Government of Jharkhand will be essential within a period of two months from

can be sent to padmaa-
wards.delhi@gmail.com.

“A ‘Search and Screening
Committee’ has been set up
under Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia. It will de-
cide the names for recom-
mendations. The last date
for sending names to the
Centre is September 15,” Mr.
Kejriwal said.

‘No relief for families’
Meanwhile, the BJP asked
the Delhi government why it
was making families of over
150 front-line workers who
lost their lives in the line of
duty wait for the 1 crore
compensation as had been
announced. Delhi BJP spo-
kesperson Harish Khurana
said the Delhi government
had only compensated 17 fa-
milies of front-line workers.

HC rejects IMA president’s

Capital sees highest amount
of rainfall in July since 2003

Waterlogging, road cave-in disrupt traffic; Safdarjung gets 100 mm rain in 3 hours

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Heavy rain lashed the Capi-
tal on Tuesday causing wa-
terlogging in several areas
which further led to traffic
snarls.

Safdarjung, the official
weather station of the Capi-
tal received 100 mm of rain
in just three hours before
8.30 a.m. on Tuesday after
which it received 1.8 mm of
rain. Other weather stations
like Palam received 68 mm
before 8.30 a.m. and 59.4
during the day.

With Tuesday’s rainfall,
the Capital has recorded 381
mm rainfall so far this
month which is the highest
in July since 2003, according
to figures shared by the MeT
Department. It is also the
heaviest spell of rain record-
ed in a day since 2013 when
Delhi received 123.4 mm
rainfall on July 21.

The rain led to a fall in the
maximum temperature
which settled five degrees
below normal at 29.4 de-
grees Celsius. The minimum
settled at 25 degrees Celsius,
two degrees below normal.

Over 200 complaints

The Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) was flooded
with almost 200 waterlog-
ging complaints. According
to the department, over 11
complaints were received by
the PWD control room every
hour, totalling to as many as
188 complaints being re-
ceived from across the city
between 1.30 a.m. and 5.30
p.m. on Tuesday.

A senior PWD official said
Pul Prahladpur underpass
was among the affected
areas in addition to MB
Road, Saket, Sher Shah Suri
Marg and Bindapur DDA
flats.

Delhi Police Commission-
er Balaji Srivastav directed
the senior traffic police offic-

plea against court order

He was told not to propagate religion

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday dismissed plea of In-
dian Medical Association
(IMA) president Dr. J.A. Jaya-
lal challenging an order of a
local court here asking him to
not use the platform of IMA
for propagating any religion.
The local court had passed
its order on a complaint by
Rohit Jha, who claimed to be
“hurt by the malicious and
defamatory campaign started
by defendant [Mr. Jayalal]
against a particular religion
i.e. Hindu religion by way of
promoting Christian religion
in India in the garb of proving

superiority of allopathic
medicines over ayurveda
medicines in treatment of
COVID patients”.

Mr. Jha had alleged that an
article on March 30, 2020 pu-

blished in Nation World News

read with TV debate of Mr.

Jayalal with Baba Ramdev on
various TV news channels on

May 2021 have seriously dis-
paraged and denigrated his
“reputation in the society be-
ing a Hindu”.

Mr. Jha said that Mr, Jayalal

through his article and subse-

quent “raising the issue of
“allopathic vs. ayurveda” has
deliberately attempted to de-
fame the Hindu religion.

At snail's pace: Heavy rain
and waterlogging cause
traffic congestion at Vikas
Marg; (right) motorists
struggle on a waterlogged
road in New Delhi on
Tuesday. =R.v. MOORTHY

ers to ensure proper man-
agement after traffic conges-
tion was witnessed neat
Parliament.

Traffic also had to be di-
verted after a road caved in
at Rafi Marg. The Delhi pol-
ice took to Twitter asking
commuters to avoid certain
routes.

Mr. Srivastav through his
official Twitter handle tweet-
ed, “Daily heavy traffic jam
enroute to Parliament near
Rail Bhavan. Needs attention
at senior levels of DTP
@dtptraffic and proper traf-
fic management.”

Bus breakdown
A senior traffic officer, ho-
wever, cited the ongoing
construction work and a
breakdown of a DTC bus at
Red Cross Road on Tuesday
morning, as the reason for
the traffic jam in the area.
The officer said that a
deep sewer work is being
carried out at Red Cross
Road. Half of the road is

blocked and only the other
half of the stretch is available
for vehicular traffic.

Delhi Metro trains did not
stop at Saket metro station
for a few hours as the area
outside the metro station
was flooded and passengers
could not enter or exit the
station conveniently.

Mathura Road, Moti Bagh,
Vikas Marg, Ring Road, Roh-
tak Road, Sangam Vihar and
Kirari, were among other
places to witness waterlog-
ging.

Traffic crawled at ITO, un-
derneath Moti Bagh metro
station, Dhaula Kuan under-
pass, near Pragati Maidan,
Mathura Road, Vikas Marg,
Ring Road near IP Flyover
and Rohtak Road. To decon-

Provide details of vaccine
drive in jails, HC tells govt.

Bench wants to know plan for 2nd dose

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday asked the city go-
vernment to give details
about its COVID-19 vaccina-
tion drive, which is going on
in the jails on the existing in-
mates and the newcomers.

A Bench of Chief Justice
D.N. Patel and Justice Jyoti
Singh asked the government
to submit an affidavit high-
lighting the authorities’ plan
for administering second
dose on the prisoners.

The court also asked the
government to highlight
how periodically health
check-up is conducted on

the inmates.

Next hearing on Sept. 16
The court posted the case
for further hearing on Sep-
tember 16.

The court’s direction
came while hearing two
pleas seeking vaccination of
all the prisoners who were
out on bail or parole before
they surrender so as to pre-
vent the spread of COVID in-
side prisons.

The High Court observed
that all those lodged in jail
shall get the vaccines and
those who are coming to
prison from outside shall al-
so be vaccinated.

gest the roundabout at Rail
Bhawan, the traffic police
said they had already divert-
ed buses approaching the
road but traffic could not be
diverted completely because
MPs also travel on the same
road to reach Parliament
Gate no. 2.

The forecast for July 28
reads “generally cloudy sky
with moderate rain/thunder-
showers”. The maximum
and minimum temperatures
are likely to settle between
28 and 25  degrees
respectively.

Monsoon arrived late in
the Capital on July 16 missing
its normal date of arrival on
June 27 but has led to the
wettest July with 14 rain
days.

JNUEE to
be held from
Sept. 20-23

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The National Testing
Agency on Tuesday an-
nounced it will be con-
ducting the Jawaharlal
Nehru University En-
trance Examination for
2021-22 admission in Com-
puter Based Test-mode
from September 20-23
The online registration
for the examination and
submission of examina-
tion form will open on July
27 and will close on Au-
gust 27. The last date for
successful fee transaction
is 11.50 p.m. on August 27.
The NTA said the exam-
ination will have a dura-
tion of 180 minutes and
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COMMEMORATING THE VISIONARY WHO SHAPED
OUR PAST AND INSPIRES OUR PRESENT

100

+ BIRTH ANNIVERSARY e +
28.07.1921 - 28.07.2021

o0

Dr. MULLAPUDI HARISCHANDRA PRASAD
FOUNDER - THE ANDHRA SUGARS LIMITED

The Andhra Sugars Limited takes pride in commemorating the birth centenary of Dr. Mullapudi Harischandra Prasad,
the visionary who built the organization.

From a small-scale sugar processing plant in Tanuku, Andhra Pradesh, The Andhra Sugars Limited has grown to
become a name that is trusted in diverse sectors including Organic & Inorganic Chemicals, Fertilizers, Bulk Drugs
and Power.

Behind the success of the Company lies the grand vision, dedication and discipline of our Founding Father,
Dr. Mullapudi Harischandra Prasad, whose eternal values guide us to this day.

On the momentous occasion of the Birth Centenary of our leading light, we pledge to abide by his eternal values
and make him proud of his enduring legacy.

FONDLY REMEMBERED BY MANAGEMENT, STAFF AND EMPLOYEES OF

THE ANDHRA SUGARS LIMITED

TANUKU | KOVVURU | SAGGONDA | TADUVAI | GUNTURU | BHIMADOLU

OTS:ASL:TH:28:07:21

The Andhra Petrochemicals Limited ‘ Jocil Limited ‘ Sree Akkamamba Textiles Limited ‘ Sree Satyanarayana Spinning Mills Limited
Visakhapatnam Dokiparru Venkatarayapuram Venkatarayapuram
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Senior citizen shot dead in Dwarka; manhunt on for suspects

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
A 62-year-old man was shot
dead in his sleep outside his
house in Dwarka’s Palam Ex-
tension in the small hours of
Tuesday, the police said.
DCP (Dwarka) Santosh Ku-

mar Meena said the victim
has been identified as Ajeet
Singh. The police said they
received information about
the incident at 7.30 a.m.
from the victim’s son Rajesh.

“He had a bullet injury on
the forehead. An empty car-

tridge was found on the
bed,” Mr. Meena said.

‘Argument with uncle’

Rajesh told the police that an
argument had broken out
between his father and his
uncle Kishan’s family over

house renovation work.

Kishan’s son Rajbir had al-
legedly threatened to kill
Singh.

After dinner on Monday,
Singh took his charpoy out-
side the house where he
usually slept. In the morn-

ing, Singh’s wife found him
dead. The police said the fa-
mily suspects the involve-
ment of Kishan’s family.

The suspected family was
not found at their residence.
Teams are looking for them,
an officer added.
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Kindly forward your Detailed
Application form to
www.universalinstitutions.com
nalini.r@universalinstitutions.com

9686664985/3

SITUATION VACANT

UNITED NEWS Of India Registered Of-
fice: 9 Rafi Marg, New Delhi - 110
001 (Company Registered under Sec-
tion 8 of the Company Act, 2013)
Invites  application for the follow-
ing position General Manager (Oper-
ations & Marketing): Management po-
sition, who should be responsible
for successful leadership and to
stir company’s operations, adminis-
trative &  marketing.  Eligibility:
More than 10-15 years of experi-
ence in a media/New Agency organi-
sation shall be given preference.
Remunerations: Shall not be con-
straint for the right candidate.
Interested candidates should send
their CVs at uninet2009@gmail.com
within 7 days.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given that GIAN RAM
Slo LATE OTAM RAM R/o 19/2-A,
SECOND FLOOR, TILAK, NAGAR, NEW
DELHI-110018 OF AFGHANISTAN is
applying to the Secretary to the
Government of India in the Ministry of
Home Affairs for Naturalization and that
any person who knows any reason why
Naturalization should not be granted should
send a written signed statement of the facts
tothe said Secretary.

JASCH INDUSTRIES LTD
REGD OFFICE : 502, Block-C, NDM-2,
NSP, Pitampura, New Delhi 110034
www_jaschindustries.com

email: skvermai@jasch.biz
CIN:L24302DL1985PLC383TT
Phona 0130-2216666

In our public notice dated 26-07-2021|
published in this newspaper earfier, the|
dates of closure of Register of|
Members and Share Transfer Books of
the Company may kindly be read as 07-|
08-2021 to 09-08-2021 (both days
inclusive), Further, the process of|
sending notices of the AGM through
registered emall ids of the Members is
now expectad to be completed by 10-
08-2021 instead of 05-08-2021|
mentioned earfier. Al other contents of|
the earlier public notice remain

unchanged. o jasch Industries Lid|
SONIPAT sd- (S.K. VERMA)
27-07-2021  Company Secretary|
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A GREETING
TO REMEMBER

Be it an anniversary, a birthday,
an academic accomplishment
or even a promotion.
Now you can surprise your
loved ones by wishing
them on

CLASSIFIEDS

For more details,
email: classifiedscustomercare@thehindu.co.in

Contact Toll Free Number: 180030700404
For Placing Advertisements Online
Log on to www.thehinduads.com

NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF STUDY

AND
RESEARCH IN LAW, RANCHI

At Nagri, PO- Bukru, Kanke-Pithoria Road, Kanke, Ranchi 834006

DATE: 27/07/2021
ADMISSION NOTIFICATION

National University of Study and Research in Law,
Ranchi invites applications for the following courses:
e Full time/Part-time Ph.D. in Law & Inter-disciplinary
Ph.D.
e Two-Years' Master's Programme in Law & Policy
e Two Year LLM
® One—Year Post Graduate Diploma in Tribal Law(PGDTL)
e Executive Diploma in Laws relating to Child Rights and
Child Protection
¢ Executive Diploma in Mines and Minerals Law
¢ Executive Diplomain IPR
* Undergraduate Diploma in Cyber Law
¢ P.G Diploma in Animal Welfare Laws
Last Date for submission of applications: 23" August 2021.
For further details visit www.nusrlranchi.ac.in

Sd/- Registrar

PR.NO.250322 Law(21-22):D

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

Administrative Building, Sector-6, NOIDA-201301 (U.P.)
Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tenders are invited from firms/contractors registered
with UPLC Lucknow for the following jobs against
which bids can be uploaded and same shall be
opened/downloaded as per schedule mentioned. The
details and conditions of all tenders are available on NOIDA
Authority’s official website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com

naIga

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

#l one unknown male S/o Unknown, R/o
| Unknown, Age about 20/25 years, Height
| 55", Complexion Wheatish, Face Oval,
ﬁ Built Medium, Wearing Grey colour T-shirt
A #¥) and blue colour jeans pant was found
\ 8| dead at between KM Pole No. 2/32 to
Lg A ‘\" =f| Down Railway Line Near Mother Dairy
South Ganesh Nagar, Delhi on 21.07.21.
In this regard a DD No. 14-A dated 21.07.21 U/S 174 Cr.PC has
been lodged at PS Anand Vihar Railway Station, Delhi. The
dead body has been preserved in Guru Teg Bahadur Hospital
Mortuary, Delhi for 72 hours for Post Mortem & Identification.
Any person having any information or clue about this male
deceased may be kindly inform to the undersigned.

SHO
PS: Anand Vihar Railway Station, Delhi
prrsorLy21 Ph.: 011-22145601/02, 9810647278, 8750871314

‘Hold 5 sittings in upcoming session’

It will help MLASs raise critical issues, BJP tells Delhi Speaker

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi BJP Legislative Par-
ty on Tuesday met Speaker
Ram Niwas Goyal and de-
manded that the Monsoon
session, beginning on July
29, should have a minimum
of five sittings instead of the
scheduled two.

This, the BJP argued, was
required so that the MLAs
could raise important issues
of citizens. Leader of Opposi-
tion Ramvir Singh Bidhuri
said BJP MLAs had given not-
ices for discussions under
Rule 55 on important issues.

“Delhi is currently faced
with a severe water crisis,
the government schools are
faced with a massive shor-

tage of teachers, old-age pen-
sion is not being distributed
for some strange reason, we
are facing a breakdown situa-
tion in the public transport
system,” Mr. Bidhuri said.

“All these issues are very
important and need urgent
attention and we requested
the Speaker to allow discus-
sions on such issues. We feel
that all this cannot be taken
up and discussed in a two-
day session and therefore re-
quested the Speaker to at
least have five sittings during
the Monsoon session,” he al-
so said.

The other BJP MLAs and
members of the legislative
party present included Vi-
jender Gupta, Mohan Singh

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
DEPARTMENT OF SPACE
CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE GROUP (CMG)

SPACE APPLICATION CENTER (SAC), JODHPUR
TEKRA, AMBAWADI VISTAR P.O. AHMEDABAD -380015
Ph.No.:(079)26914909 / 4926 / 4901. FAX No: (079) 26915853

CORRIGENDUM NO: 1 Dated 26.07.2021
to
E-Tender Notice No.: SAC/CMG/CPHD/C/e/18/2021-22 Dated 07.07.2021
The due dates are modified for the following work.

& https://etender.up.nic.in. Please ensure to
see these websites for any changes / amendments &
corrigendum etc.

S. Job Name of Amount
No. No. Work
1 [15/DGM/SM | Annual P/L Thermoplastic 8763311.60
(NTC)/2021-22| Paint on Speed Breaker, Zebra
& P/F Road Safety Items on
Different Locations in WC-4, 5
& 6 Noida.
2 | 35/DGM(NTCY)/| P/L Thermoplastic paint on 4502702.40
SM(NTC) Road between Sector-51 & 50,
2020-21 Noida.

Which can be uploaded by date 03.08.2021 upto 5.00 pm.
Pre-qualification shall be opened/downloaded on date

04.08.2021 at 11.00 am. Dy. General Manager
Noida Traffic Cell

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

NIT. Title of Work Estimated Period of
No. Cost Completion
18 |Miscellaneous Civil maintenance | Rs. 19.42 06 Months
works at Delhi Earth Station (DES) | Lakhs
in New Delhi.

The revised detai is are as below

Period during which the tender
document can be downloaded

Bid Clarifications

Extended up to 17.00 hrs
on 02.08.2021

Extended up to 17.00 hrs
on 03.08. 2021

Up to 17.00 hrs on

Last date & time for Submission of
tenders 04.08.2021
Due date & time of Opening of tenders | After 11:00 hrs on 06.08.2021
Interested tenderers may please refer Detailed Notice Inviting Tender
(NIT) from website(s) www.isro.gov.in or www.sac.gov.in for further
details and Purchase of tender documents visit www.tenderwizard.com/
ISRO. Tenderers may contact Mr. Sunil Patel (representative from M/s.
ITI Ltd) at Mo. No. 9714881992 in case of difficulty.
All other conditions stipulated in the above NIT wi Il remain unaltered.

Sd/-

GROUP DIRECTOR

CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE GROUP

OBITUARY &
REMEMBRANCE

DEATH
OBITUARY

e
Mrs. Hamsa Mani
W/o K.R.Ramasubban
(ex HM EED/ Orient Fans )
Passed away on 27-07-2021 at 4.30 AM.
Deeply grieved by
her devoted and ever-caring husband,
loving children (Sandhya, Vidhya, Priya,
Sridhar and Jai Kumar), doting
grand children, loving sisters/brothers,
friends and relatives.
Ph : 9900018916, 9900088916

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES
10th ANNIVERSARY

L
' NAVALPAKKAM
RAJAGOPALAN
(Retd. Sirsilk Ltd.)
{D.OB-10.11.1916 D.0.0-28.07.2011
Fondly Remembered by:
Raaghavan & Sudha
Krishnamurthy & Sandhya
Sampath & Jaishree
Radha & Selvakumar
Kalyani & Suryanarayan
Grandchildren &
Great Grandchildren
Ph: 044 - 2432 2658

In memory of your loved ones
To dedicate a space in this section, Please contact:
011-43579797
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. &
For Placing Advertisements Online log on to

www.thehinduads.com

DONATE EYES-GIFT SIGHT

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

READ
FRONTLINE

EVERY FORTNIGHT

SJVN Launches 14th Mobile
Medical Unit under CSR initiative

Sh. Nand Lal Sharma, Chairman
& Managing Director launched
a Mobile Health Van at SJVN
Corporate Headquarters, Shimla for
providing free medical facilities to
people of Shimla and surrounding
areas under CSR initiative of SJVN
Foundation - Satluj Sanjeevani
Sewa. On this occasion Smt. Geeta
Kapur Director (Personnel) Cum
Chairperson  SJVN  Foundation
along with other senior officials
were present. Addressing the
gathering, Sh. Nand Lal Sharma
said that SJVN is pledged to fulfill
its societal commitment and always
strives to enhance the quality of
life of the stakeholders through its
CSR programs. Satluj Sanjeevani
Sewa program under the umbrella
of SJVN CSR Foundation was
launched in the year 2012 for
providing free medical consultancy
services and medicines at the
doorsteps of the local communities
through 14 Mobile Health Vans.
Sh. Sharma further informed
that 13 Mobile Health Vans were
already being operated in States
of Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Bihar & Maharashtra covering 11
Districts, 101 Gram Panchayats
and 197 Community Locations
wherein treatments have been
administered to more than nine
lac people. Every Mobile Health
Van is being manned by a qualified
medical team comprising of a
Doctor, Pharmacist and allied staff
and is also equipped with basic
diagnostic test equipment. SJVN
Foundation is working on various
verticals i.e. Healthcare & Sanitation
including  financial  assistance
against the fight of COVID-19,
Education and Skill Development,
Empowerment of  Vulnerable
section of society, Sustainable
Development, Preservation and
promotion of Culture, heritage
and iconic places, promotion of
sports, measures for benefits
of armed forces veterans, war
widows & their dependents, relief
during natural disasters/calamities,
infrastructure development,
community development and rural
development. SJVN has been
awarded with many prestigious

ENTERPR'SE CONNECT A Business Initiative

awards in recognition to its efforts
towards creating positive impact
on the society through innovative
& sustainable CSR initiatives. The
Company has been awarded with
CIDC Vishwakarma Award 2021 in
the category of CORONA Warriors.
It has also been conferred with
‘Gold Plate Award’ by Helpage India
for various initiatives undertaken in
health sector.

NBCC INKS MoU WITH IIT
MADRAS

On 19th July 2021, in the esteemed
presence of Shri PK Gupta, CMD
NBCC, company inked MoU with
IIT Madras for construction of Lab
space at Thaiyur Campus, IIT
Madras under its CSR activity. This
initiative shall meet the growing
infrastructure needs of the Institute
and will provide better infrastructural
platforms for students as well. The
MoU was signed by Shri Debasis
Satapathy, GM (HR), NBCC and
Professor Mahesh Panchagnula,
Dean of Alumni and Corporate
Affairs, [IT Madras. Smt. BK
Sokhey, Director (Finance) NBCC;
Sh. Rajendra Chaudhari, Sr. ED
(Co-ord.), NBCC; Professor Ligy,
Dean - Planning [ITM; Dr. Siuli
Mitra from Office of the Principal
Scientific Adviser, Gol & Senior
Officers from both the organizations
were present during the event.

ARPWE MPAD inaugurated by
Member infrastructure Railway
board

Unique safety publication of
Association of Railway Permanent
Way Engineers (ARPWE) - *Multi-
purpose ARPWE DIARY(MPAD)*
released in Railway board. On
15th  July 2021, *MEMBER
INFRASTRUCTURE (in Centre)
Shri  Sanjeev  Mittal*  along
with  *Additional Member Civil
Engineering (AMCE) Shri Rajesh
Argal and Additional Member/L&A
Shri O. P. Singh* released the
ARPWE’s most awaited unique
safety publication |. e. MPAD
in his office at Railway Board.
Member Infrastructure very
much appreciated the ARPWE
Publication Committee’s unique
approach of Publishing MPAD.
ARPWE Founder member & Core
Committee members, Er. R. K.

Uppal (National Convener), Er. P.
K. Sharma (National President) and
Er. Dushyant K. Sharma(National
Finance Secretary) along with
their Board colleagues Er. Praveen
Gupta and Shri Dinesh Sood
welcomed Board members with
planters and presented MPAD for
release. They assured Member
Infrastructure for safety and safe
workings on railway track.They also
apprised Member Infrastructure
about the important issues of P.
Way Engineers of Indian Railways
and requested for consideration
.MPAD will help Indian Railways P.
Way Engineers in day to day needs
of technical support and daily notes.

North Central Railway
commences loading of cement
from Dadri

ICD Dadri is the most important
loading point for NCR yielding
significant revenues for Railways.
On 18th July 2021 the cement
rake was loaded for Alwar. Cement
bags were loaded as bagged
consignment in 21 BCN wagons
giving a revenue of Rs 4.61 Lakh to
NCR.As a result of marketing efforts
of NCR Business Development Unit
(BDU), Inland Container Depot
Dadri (ICDD) of Prayagraj Division
received nod from Railway Board
to commence outward loading of
cement thereby fulfilling the long
standing requirement of a cement
loading point near the industrial
hub of NOIDA and Greater NOIDA.
ICD Dadri has been an important
loading point for NCR with an
average loading of 6 container
rakes per day. Average monthly
revenue accrued to Railways from
loading of container rakes is approx
17.5 crores.In view of demand
explored as a result of aggressive
marketing by North Central Railway
for loading of other commodities in
addition to the containerised traffic,
ICD Dadri was given the status of
Brownfield Private Freight Terminal
on 12.03.2021. This has paved way
for loading of non containerized
traffic also. Commencing of outward
loading of cement from Dadri is not
only a significant success gained by
Business Development Unit of NCR
but is also expected to generate
additional local employment in the
area.

General Public is hereby informed
that an unidentified dead body of a [y
male Namely Unknown S/o |§
Unknown, R/o Unknown Age: 35
(approx.) years, Height: 5'7",
Complexion: Wheatish, Face:
Long, Built: Thin, Wearing: Military
Coloured shirt and Blue coloured
lower, was found dead on
25.07.2021 abandoned in front of Shiv Dharm Kaanta,
Ghazipur Dairy Farm, Delhi-96. In this regard a GD
No.47A, dated 25.07.2021 has been lodged at P.S.
Ghazipur, Delhi.

If any one having any clue about deceased male may
kindly inform the undersigned and contact on following

numbers. SHO
P.S. Ghazipur, Delhi
Ph.: 011-22610068
Mob.: 8750870685

DP/616/ED/2021

Bisht, Om Prakash Sharma,
Jitender Mahajan, Anil Baj-
pai, Ajay Mahavar and Abhay
Verma. Mr. Bidhuri said they
raised the issue of BJP MLAs
not being given permission
or their notices not being ac-
cepted for discussion on im-
portant issues.

“It is strange that on wha-
tever issue the BJP wants to
take up discussions in the
House, those notices get re-
jected. This Vidhan Sabha is
a forum used by the ruling
AAP to either condemn the
Centre or the three civic bo-
dies just to promote its sel-
fish interests. I have also
written a letter to the Speak-
er on these important mat-
ters,” he said.

IN BRIEF

Minister tells officials to
resolve pending projects
NEW DELHI

Social Welfare Minister
Rajendra Pal Gautam on
Tuesday directed officials to
resolve all pending projects
in their respective districts in
a time-bound manner, failing
which may invite legal action.
"I conducted surprise
inspections across various
district offices and found
massive pendency in pension
cases dated since 2017. This
is unacceptable,” he said.

Timings
DELHI
WEDNESDAY, JUL. 28
RISE  05:41 SET 19:15
RISE 22:22 SET 09:41
THURSDAY, JUL. 29
RISE  05:42
RISE 22:53
FRIDAY, JUL. 30

SET 19:15
SET 10:36

RISE 05:42 SET 19:14

RISE 23:22 SET 11:31
Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 29 25
Safdarjang 29 25
Palam 30 26

Delhi Palam Today

30°C Few spells rain and
thundershower with isolated
moderate likely at some places
with cloudy sky and gentle
winds.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
32°C Warm and humid
weather likely. Light rain and
thunderstorm may occur with
cloudy sky.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspa er does not vouch
for the authenticity of advertisement
or advertiser or for any o the advertiser's
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER,
LOWER SUKTEL IRRIGATION PROJECT, BALANGIR, AT- LALTIKRA,
DIST :- BALANGIR, PIN-767002. email-ld- ccelsp@gmail.com
Government of Odisha, "e” PROCUREMENT NOTICE
Bid Identification No. 01/2021-22 of CCE, LSP, Balangir

i [ Name of Work

Construction of Cement Concrete Main road in
Larkipali & Sadeipali R.R.Colony of LSIP, Balangir.

ii | Estimated Cost Rs.3,65,31,807.25

iii| Period of Completion 6 (Six) Calendar Months

iv| Date & Time of availability 29.07.2021 at 10 AM

of bid document in the portal

v | Last date/time for receipt of
bid in the portal

17.08.2021 up to 5.30 PM

i| Name & Address of the
Officer Inviting Bid

<.

Dist. :

Chief Construction Engineer,

Lower Suktel Irrigation Project,

Balangir, At-Laltikra, P.O. Rajendra College,
Balangir, PIN - 767002

A-324:

Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement Portal http://tendersodisha.gov.in.”
Any corrigendum / addendum / cancellation will be displayed in the Govt. Website only.

Chief Construction Engineer, Lower Suktel Project, Balangir.

OIPR-32333/11/0001/2122
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Oscar Fernandes
undergoes surgery

MANGALURU

Doctors in Mangaluru
successfully conducted a
surgery to remove a clot in
the brain of the former Union
Minister and Rajya Sabha
member Oscar Fernandes on
Tuesday. The Congress leader
was admitted to Yenepoya
Hospital here on July 19.

Mobile phone, laptop
sent to Gujarat: Aisha
KOCHI

Filmmaker Aisha Sultana,
against whom a sedition case
has been registered, has said
her mobile phone and her
brother's laptop were seized
by the Kavaratti police a
month ago but not produced
in the court. They were sent
to a forensic lab in Gujarat via
a special messenger “to do
something against" her.

A man who treads middle path

Newly elected CM Bommai was troubleshooter for BJP during House stalemate

KARNATAKA BUREAU
BENGALURU/HUBBALLI
Sixty-one-year-old Basavaraj
Bommai, chosen by the BJP
as the next Chief Minister of
Karnataka, is known as a
man who treads the middle
path in a right-wing political
outfit.

Known as a man who is
not easily ruffled and has
good parliamentary skills,
he is known to be a trou-
bleshooter for the BJP dur-
ing the legislature stalemates
as he also has cordial rela-
tionship across political affi-
liations. Even during the tur-
bulent times in the
faction-ridden BJP, Mr. Bom-
mai did not have many polit-
ical detractors.

Politics and administra-
tion are not new to him, as
he is the son of Janata Pari-
var stalwart the late S.R
Bommai, who had served as
Chief Minister of the State
and also Union Minister.

_—
—

Change of guard: Karnataka in-charge Arun Singh felicitating
CM-elect Basavaraj S. Bommai in Bengaluru on Tuesday. =ani

In fact, Mr. Basavaraj
Bommai’s migration from a
socialist party such as the Ja-
nata Dal (United) to the BJP
in 2008 had raised many
eyebrows, particularly in the
wake of his father being a fol-
lower of Marxist M.N. Roy.
But the junior Bommai man-
aged to assimilate into the
BJP and also became its soft

and progressive face.

He earned the goodwill of
the BJP high command for
staying with it when his
mentor and BJP veteran B.S.
Yediyurappa left the party in
2012. But that did not spoil
his relationship with Mr. Ye-
diyurappa as he remained
his trusted lieutenant when
the veteran leader returned

TDB to seek consensus on priests issue

HC moved against inviting applications only from Malayala Brahmins

K.S. SUDHI
KOCHI

The Travancore Devaswom
Board (TDB) plans to hold
consultations with stakehol-
ders to evolve a consensus
on the contentious issue of
reservation of the Sabarima-
la temple priesthood for Ma-
layala Brahmins.

While a section of the
non-Brahmin priests have
moved the Kerala High Court
seeking to quash the notifi-
cation inviting applications
only from Malayala Brahmin
priests, a few others have ap-
proached the board seeking
to continue the practice.

“As demands for continu-
ing the practice and modify-
ing it have come up, the
board will discuss the issue.

Changes in temple practices
can be introduced only after
holding discussions with all
the stakeholders concerned.
The board is yet to decide
who are to be invited for dis-
cussions and when to hold
it,” N. Vasu, president of the
TDB, said on Tuesday.

Court case

On the ongoing litigation be-
fore the High Court, Mr. Vasu
said the board would seek to
maintain the status quo re-
garding priesthood. Howev-
er, the board was bound to
implement the court deci-
sions, he said.

The court is likely to con-
sider the case on
Wednesday.

Meanwhile, the board re-

jected the applications of six
non-Brahmin priests who
had applied for the posts of
Melsanthi in Sabarimala and
Malikappuram as they failed
to meet the caste criterion.

“My application was re-
jected as I did not belong to
the Malayala Brahmin caste.
My application was rejected
on the same ground earlier
as well, though I am amply
qualified to be appointed as
the Melsanthi,” said C.V.
Vishnunarayanan, one of the
priests who moved the High
Court.

The Akhila Kerala Thantri
Mandalam, a collective of
Brahmin chief priests, sug-
gested continuing the tem-
ple practice regarding
priesthood.

Priests from other Hindu
castes have been serving in
Bhadrakali temples at Vellay-

ini, Mulankadakam and
Kodungalloor.

It is also the case with the
Sree  Padmanabhaswamy
temple,
Thiruvananthapuram.

Centuries-old temple

practices cannot be changed
in one stroke, said Manda-
lam general secretary S. Rad-
hakrishnan Potti.

Any change in temple
practices shall be introduced
only after consultations with
stakeholders, including the
representatives of priests,
vedic experts, judges, Devas-
wom boards, and the Hindu
community organisations,
he said.

to the BJP fold and also went
on to become its Chief
Minister.

Hailing from Hubballi in
north Karnataka, Mr. Basav-
araj Bommai is one of the
few prominent leaders from
the region who have made it
big in the State’s political
landscape.

Mr. Basavaraj Bommai
served as political secretary
to the then Chief Minister
J.H. Patel in 1996-97.

In 1997, he was elected to
the Legislative Council for
the first time from the Local
Bodies Constituency (Dhar-
wad, Haveri, and Gadag
area) and then went on to re-
tain it in 2003.

He was elected Deputy
Opposition Leader of the Up-
per House from 2000 to
2004. He is representing
Shiggaon constituency in
Haveri district in the As-
sembly for the third time in a
row after joining the BJP.

Hurt over
suicide, says
Yediyurappa

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MYSURU

Acting Karnataka Chief Mi-
nister B.S. Yediyurappa ex-
pressed hurt and disap-
pointment  over  the
reported suicide by one of
his admirers in Gundlupet
on July 27 following his re-
signation. The deceased,
Ravi, was a resident of
Bommalapura village in
Gundlupet taluk, Chamara-
janagar district.

The BJP leader took to
Twitter to share his grief
over Ravi’s passing away
with his family members,
and appealed to his follow-
ers to keep their admira-
tion within acceptable li-
mits. Pointing out that “ups
and downs” are natural in
politics, he said ending
one’s life for such things is
unacceptable.

(People in distress can
seek help at suicide preven-
tion helpline 104).

Statue row: A.P. BJP
chief, workers held

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KADAPA

Andhra Pradesh BJP presi-
dent Somu Veerraju and sev-
eral workers of the party
were arrested by the Kadapa
district police in Proddatur
town on Tuesday when they
were staging a protest
against the installation of a
statue of Tipu Sultan.

The police put up barri-
cades on the main roads on
Monday night to prevent the
entry of Mr. Veerraju into
the town.

On Tuesday, BJP activists
led by Mr. Veerraju staged a
demonstration protesting
the move to install the sta-
tue. When the issue went
out of control, police took
the protesters into custody.

Local legislator Racha-

4

7

Somu Veerraju

mallu Sivaprasad Reddy laid
the foundation stone for the
statue recently, to which the
BJP raised an objection,
dubbing it an ‘unconstitu-
tional move’. The MLA laid
the foundation stone alleg-
edly without taking the ne-
cessary approval from the
District Statues Committee
headed by the Collector.

' WEATHER WATCH

: RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

_— — S — _
\ % )

: TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS)
. Forecast for Wednesday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isol- :
ated places over Jammu & Kashmir, Gilgit-Baltistan, Muzaffara-
i bad, Punjab, Nagaland, Bihar, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, central :
¢ Maharashtra and Konkan & Goa. Thunderstorm accompanied with :
. lightning likely at isolated places over Haryana, Delhi, Uttar Pra- :
desh, Sikkim, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal

LTy RAIN MAX  MIN cITy RAIN MAX  MIN :
D Agartala........ooo....—.... Kozhikode................. 0.8....30.8....24.8 :
: Ahmedabad........ Kurnool ... —...345...25.2 :
¢ Aizawl......... Lucknow.. 33.6....27.7
: Allahabad.... Madurai.... e—..39.5....25.7 ¢
: Bengaluru ... Mangaluru ... ..23.4...29.0....23.3 :
: Bhopal............. Mumbai ... ...4...31.3...26.0 :
: Bhubaneswar...... 0.5...29.4....26.3 Mysuru .. .=....27.5....20.6 :
: Chandigarh ........ 3.4...32.4...27.8 New Delhi ....29.4....25.0 :
: Chennai .....ccocuee. 14....36.0....25.6 Patna ...... 4...30.4...27.8 :
¢ Coimbatore. 31.2...22.6  Port Blair. .20...31.1....23.2 :
: Dehradun.... ....30.5....24.1 Puducherry .. ....36.7....24.8 :
: Gangtok.. ...21.2....18.3 Pune........ .7..284...21.3 :
Goa......... 31.2...25.3 Raipur ....27.6....24.5
Guwahati ... 14...34.3...26.6 Ranchi..... ....28.0....23.2 :
: Hubballi....ooocoeeea = 27.0....21.0 Shillong... 4...26.5...18.1 :
¢ Hyderabad ............ 2...31.9...23.0 Shimla..... 1...24.0...20.5
: Imphal.... . 11...26.7....22.2 Srinagar........... ..34.6....24.6 :
* Jaipur. ..22....29.2...25.6 Thiruvananthapuram.. 31.0....24.4
: Kochi .o 5...28.8...23.6 Tiruchi............. 37.9...27.0
© Kohima...coooovenens 8...33.6....18.0 Vijayawada .. ..35.0....27.0 :
: Kolkata............... 68....31.7....25.6 Visakhapatnam ....35.4...28.0 :

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

i CITIES S0: NO: CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE
: Ahmedabad..... .. 8 .— 27 .106 .109 ...
: Bengaluru....... 11 21 37 .26 .114 .. In obser\é?]tion madeabt4-00
: . p.m., Ludhiana, Punja
: Chen_na| .......... 12 .16 80 ...29 ..34 ..m recorded an overall air
: Delhin 9 .17 55 .200 .114 ... quality index (AQI) score of
: Hyderabad...... .. 1.59 11 .21 .41 .. # 139 indicating a moderate
¢ Kolkata........... 30 46 ...66 .77 ..M levetl oftpgmion- Ihr}I hal :
¢ Lucknow. 14 85 ...33 .59 .. W  contrast >hitong, Wegnataya
© Mumbai oo 0 - &3 fo3 gefci)gdedahealthy AQl score
D PUNE..s 21 49 .33 .82 .. W
.98 .1

: Visakhapatnam 14 .41 40 ...42

¢ Air Quality Code: M Poor M Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQl) :
: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, :
: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: and monuments.

: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

* reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
¢ death in people with heart or lung disease :

‘Opponents trying to stop
our Brahmin outreach’

They are losing sleep, says Mayawati

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW

Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
chief Mayawati on Tues-
day accused her oppo-
nents of using various tac-
tics to impede her party’s
outreach among the Brah-
min community in Uttar
Pradesh.

On July 23, under the
leadership of BSP Rajya
Sabha member Satish
Chandra Mishra, the party
kicked off a fresh outreach
programme among the
Brahmins.

The BSP’s campaign
started from Ayodhya with
Mr. Mishra  offering
prayers at the makeshift

Ram Janmabhoomi Man-
dir and Hanumangarhi
temple.

‘Faith in BSP’

Ms. Mayawati said the “en-
thusiastic participation” in
the Brahmin Sammelan
was proof that the com-
munity had faith in the
BSP.

Her opponents had
“lost sleep” due to the suc-
cess of the programmes
and were using various
tactics to “stop” them, she
added. She, however, did
not name which party and
nor did she specify how
they were trying to im-
pede her campaign.

‘Will forge third front at
‘national level: Chautala

Centre is anti-farmer and anti-people, says INLD chief

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

Terming the BJP-led govern-
ment at the Centre as “anti-
farmer and anti-people”,
former Chief Minister and In-
dian National Lok Dal (INLD)
chief Om Prakash Chautala
on Tuesday said he would
soon start meeting political
leaders towards forging a
‘third front’.

“People are upset due to
anti-people policies of the
BJP government and want a
change. For this, I'll make ef-
forts to make a strong third
front. I'll establish contact

b.P. Chautala =

with the leaders of all the Op-
position parties at the na-
tional level and form a strong
third front,” he said.

Mr. Chautala said he will
try to meet the people of all
Opposition parties before

Man ends life after brawl at vaccination centre

Eleven policemen
sent to police lines

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GHAZIABAD

The son of a local RSS func-
tionary in Baghpat district of
western Uttar Pradesh alleg-
edly ended his life on Mon-
day night after a brawl with
policemen at a vaccination
centre.

Eleven policemen, includ-
ing one SHO, have been sent
to police lines. Five of them
have been booked for abet-
ment to suicide and other
sections of the IPC.

Sources said Akshay, 22,
and his mother had gone to a
vaccination centre in Ran-
chad village of Binauli police
station in Baghpat on Mon-
day morning. There, he al-
legedly got involved in an ar-
gument with two policemen
who were stationed to man-
age the crowd.

Police sources said Aksh-
ay wanted his mother to
jump the queue and when
the policemen stopped him,
he slapped one of the consta-
bles, leading to a brawl.
Akshay’s family member-
sclaim that he pointed out

mismanagement at the
booth and it led to the fracas.

Case registered

After the incident, the police
registered a case against
Akshay for preventing an of-
ficial from doing his duty
and raided his residence and
ransacked the premises. In
the night, Akshay’s body was
found hanging from a tree.
The deceased’s father Srini-
vas, a block sanghchalak,
lodged a complaint wherein
he said police harassment
and excess forced his son to
take the extreme step.

TMC team for Tripura to Tescue’ I-PAC employees

SYED SAJJAD ALI
AGARTALA

The Trinamool Congress is
planning to send a party de-
legation to Tripura after al-
leged confinement of its sur-
vey team at a hotel here.
Senior Cabinet Ministers of
West Bengal Moloy Ghatak
and Bratya Basu, and party’s
labour organisation leader

Ritabrata Banerjee will be
part of the team.

The police are allegedly
not allowing 23 employees
of I-PAC of election strategist
Prashant Kishore from going
out of their hotel citing CO-
VID-19 restrictions. West
Tripura Superintendent of
Police Manik Das claimed
that the police found a large

number of people at a city
hotel and advised them not
to move out till their RT-PCR
test reports were made avail-
able. Mr. Das refuted that the
I-PAC team was confined
and prevented from travell-
ing. I-PAC employees had ar-
rived here for a survey to ex-
plore TMC’s prospects in
Assembly polls.

Demanding action against
the policemen, the villagers
protested and refused to give
the body for post-mortem.

Abhishek Singh, Superin-
tendent of Police, Baghpat
said, “On the basis of the fa-
mily’s complaint about pol-
ice excess during the raid, 11
policemen have been sent to
police lines. The body has
been sent for post-mortem.
Investigation is on.”

Suicide prevention hel-
pline: Sanjivini Society for
Mental Health, Telephone:
011-40769002, Monday-Sa-
turday, 10 a.m.-7.30 p.m.

September 25, the birth an-
niversary of former Deputy
Prime Minister Devi Lal.

“I have plans to meet Bi-
har CM Nitish Kumar. When
two political people sit to-
gether, there will be a politi-
cal discussion,” he said. Mr.
Chautala said the Centre’s
farm laws are against the
farming community and
would only benefit the cor-
porate. “Seeds are not availa-
ble to the farmer, prices of
fertilizers, medicines and
diesel are rising sharply... ev-
ery section of society is suf-
fering.”

Over 60 tourists stranded in Kinnaur after landslips block roads

SHIMLA

About 60 to 80 tourists are stranded in two villages —Chhitkul and Rakshak — of Himachal Pradesh's
Kinnaur district after multiple landslips on July 25 blocked roads, Kinnaur Deputy Commissioner Abid
Hussain Sidiq said. The district administration is facing difficulty in clearing the heavy boulders from
the road. The owners of apple orchards are objecting to the boulders being dumped near their
orchards located down the road, he said. Mr. Sidiq said he hoped the road would be opened for traffic
by Tuesday evening. Nine tourists were killed on Sunday. r1i
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Dangerous Conﬂagration

The clash between Assam and Mizoram's
police forces was clearly avoidable
ollowing a dangerous and avoidable escalation of
F an otherwise dormant border dispute, five police-
men and a civilian from Assam were killed in the
Mizo border town of Vairengte in clashes between pol-
ice from the State and their counterparts in Mizoram,
on Monday. The sequence of events, beginning October
2020, suggests that what began as skirmishes between
residents close to the disputed border between Assam’s
Cachar and Mizoram’s Kolasib districts has snowballed
into a violent confrontation between police and resi-
dents. The events point to a failure of the constitutional
machinery, empowered to de-escalate tensions at the
border. The presence of central paramilitary forces
should have helped maintain the peace, but it is cu-
riously not the case. Besides, Assam and Mizoram are
governed by the BJP and its ally, the Mizo National
Front, respectively, and are part of North-East Demo-
cratic Alliance, of which the Assam Chief Minister, Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma, is a founder-convenor. The politi-
cal bonhomie should have allowed the respective Chief
Ministers to tamp down border tensions and to return
to the status quo through joint fact-finding teams, in-
volving the administrative officials in maintaining the
peace over the border issue. Instead, both Chief Minis-
ters have been exchanging allegations on Twitter, seek-
ing the intervention of Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, and using videos to tell a story that suited their
version of the events — a farcical means of communica-
tion. This also occurred just days after both Chief Minis-
ters (along with others) met with Mr. Shah to discuss
the resolution of inter-State border disputes. The unfor-
tunate loss of lives has led to hardened stances, with Mr.
Sarma announcing that Assam would deploy “4,000
commandos to guard its border”, even as Mizoram’s
Chief Minister Zoramthanga has maintained that the ca-
sualties followed from the Assam police’s actions.
Sectarian tribalism has been the bane of the North-
eastern States, with underdevelopment acting as a cata-
lyst in complicating knotty issues over land and other
issues in the region. There is no sure-shot and quick so-
lution possible to the border disputes between various
States without a spirit of give and take and a civic en-
gagement brokered by the Union government. But for
that to happen, governments should, first, not condone
violence of any kind and restrain partisans engaging in
such activity in their respective States. A resort to one-
upmanship will only prolong the disputes and harden
stances. The Home Ministry must ensure that the As-
sam-Mizoram border situation is first subject to de-es-
calation and steps taken to return to the status quo that
prevailed before the skirmishes began in October 2020
with the cooperation of the respective States.

Crisis in Tunis
Parliament’s suspension seems a power grab
by President, not a response to public anger

unisian President Kais Saied’s decision to sack the
TPrime Minister and suspend Parliament, amid wi-
despread anti-government protests, has trig-
gered the worst political crisis in the country since the
Arab Spring protests. Among the countries affected by
the Arab street protests, Tunisia was the only one that
managed to successfully transition from dictatorship to
parliamentary democracy. But the North African coun-
try’s elected rulers never managed to ease its economic
woes, or offer stable governance. Tunisia has had nine
governments since 2011, with its crisis-hit economy be-
ing battered further by the COVID-19 outbreak — last
year, its GDP contracted by 8.8% in real terms. The trig-
ger now is the government’s poor handling of the pan-
demic. The country of 11.8 million has recorded nearly
18,000 COVID-related deaths so far — one of the highest
per capita death rates in the world. Only 7% of the pop-
ulation are fully vaccinated. Last week, the govern-
ment’s move to speed up vaccination by opening it for
all above 18 years ended in stampedes and violent inci-
dents. Prime Minister Hichem Mechichi sacked the
Health Minister, but public anger refused to subside.
On July 25, Tunisia’s Republic Day, protests broke out
and the offices of the ruling party, Ennahda, stormed.
This allowed the President to sack the government.
President Saied says he stepped in to “save the state”.
But in a country where the wounds of decades-long dic-
tatorship are yet to heal, his move to dissolve an elected
government would raise concerns rather than comfort.
Both the President and Parliament are popularly elect-
ed. Mr. Mechichi had the backing of Ennahda, the lar-
gest party in the suspended Parliament. President
Saied, who is an independent, has had a testy relation-
ship with Ennahda and the Prime Minister. While the
Mechichi government has clearly failed in tackling the
COVID-19 pandemic, the President’s move to dissolve
Parliament appears more a power grab than a genuine
attempt to address the country’s problems. Ennahda
and at least two other parties have accused Mr. Saied of
orchestrating a coup. If they resort to protests, it would
pitch the parties that control Parliament against the
President, deepening political instability. The 2014
Constitution has called for a constitutional court to set-
tle crises like these, but the court has not been formed
yet. Under the Constitution, the President oversees on-
ly the military and foreign affairs, while the Prime Mi-
nister is in charge of the day-to-day affairs of gover-
nance. So to avoid a constitutional crisis, the President
will have to appoint a Prime Minister, who should win
the confidence of the Assembly of the People’s Repre-
sentatives. Mr. Saied should act within his constitution-
al limits, recall Parliament and allow the formation of a
legitimate government, which could take steps to ad-
dress Tunisia’s economic and health-care woes.

Needed, a more unified Asian voice for Afghanistan

Afghanistan’s future will impact Central Asia and South Asia more than the distant global powers involved with it now

SUHASINI HAIDAR

s the United States and the
ANorth Atlantic Treaty Or-

ganization (NATO) end their
presence in Afghanistan and set
off a churn in the neighbourhood,
Central Asia is emerging as a key
player that the global Troika of the
United States, Russia and China
are turning to. Three meetings this
month, of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO) contact
group on Afghanistan and SCO De-
fence Ministers in Tajikistan, and
the Central and South Asia confe-
rence on regional connectivity in
Uzbekistan, are turning the spot-
light on the region’s role in dealing
with the situation in Afghanistan,
and how India could build on that.

Factoring in the Taliban

Put plainly, events of the past few
years, and the decisions of the
Troika have kept India out of a
leading role in Afghanistan. Since
2019, the Troika has met with Pa-
kistan (Troika plus) in order to dis-
cuss Afghanistan’s future, one in
which the Taliban — with which
New Delhi has had no ties — gains
an important if not controlling
role in Kabul. The same powers
that invaded Afghanistan post 9/11,
and declared the Taliban leader-
ship as United Nations Security
Council-designated terrorists, are
now not only advocating talks with
the Taliban, entreating their Pakis-
tani hosts of the past two decades
to help, but actively paving the
way for the Taliban’s return to
power.

India’s efforts to build on trade
with Afghanistan, shore up deve-
lopment projects and increase
educational and training oppor-
tunities for Afghan youth have
been appreciated, but these can-

not grow bigger due to a number
of factors. New Delhi’s original
hesitation in opening talks with
the Taliban, which even Afghanis-
tan President Ashraf Ghani had
suggested, has cut India out of the
current reconciliation process.
The end of any formal dialogue
between India and Pakistan since
2016 and trade since 2019, have re-
sulted in Pakistan blocking India’s
over-land access to Afghanistan.
India’s alternative route through
Chabahar, though operational,
cannot be viable or cost-effective
also long as U.S. sanctions on Iran
are in place. India’s boycott of the
Chinese Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) in 2017, and now tensions at
the Line of Actual Control after the
Chinese aggression in 2020, make
another route to Afghanistan off-li-
mits.

Meanwhile, the U.S. has an-
nounced a new, surprise forma-
tion of a “Quad” on regional con-
nectivity -
U.S.-Uzbekistan-Afghanistan-Pa-
kistan that does not include India,
and the United States Agency for
International Development
(USAID) is conducting trial runs of
truck convoys from Tashkent to
Karachi and back. With so many
doors slamming shut, the hope is
that the Central Asian window,
with the “Stans” (as the five Cen-
tral Asian republics of Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Taji-
kistan and Uzbekistan are some-
times referred to) will open new
possibilities, but here too, there
are some caveats.

Uzbekistan’s view

To begin with, it is clear that Tash-
kent (Uzbekistan) sees the rise of
the Taliban in a different light from
New Delhi. After a whirlwind
round of negotiations in his own
region since coming to power in
2016, where he mended relations
and ended border disputes with
each of the other Central Asian
States, and outreaches to the U.S.
and China to shift the traditional
tilt towards Moscow, Uzbekistan

President Shavkat Mirziyoyev has
made purposeful moves on Af-
ghanistan. In 2018, his govern-
ment became one of the first coun-
tries to publicly invite a Taliban
delegation from Doha, Qatar to vi-
sit, while at the same time he has
promoted a number of ambitious
trade and connectivity initiatives
with the Ashraf Ghani
government.

A push for connectivity

Speaking at the Central and South
Asia conference in July, Mr. Mirzi-
yoyev spelt out his plans for a
modern version of the “the an-
cient northern trade route known
as the Uttara Patha, connecting
the Indo-Ganges Plain with the
southern territories of the Eura-
sian continent through the histori-
cal cities of Takshila, Gandhara
and Termez.” He spoke of the old
Silk Routes that once bound Cen-
tral and South Asia together, and
called Afghanistan the key link in
“practical connectivity” for them.
Significantly, while he mentioned
the salience of the Termez-Mazar-
i-Sharif-Kabul-Peshawar railroad,
the Trans-Afghan railroad to con-
nect to China’s BRI, and the Inter-
national North South Transport
Corridor (INSTC) via the Iranian
port of Bandar Abbas as key ele-
ments of the “architecture of con-
nectivity”, he did not mention the
Chabahar route that India has es-
poused. The Uzbekistan-Pakistan
memorandum of understanding
on Transit Trade — or the Agree-
ment between Uzbekistan and Pa-
kistan on Transit Trade (AUPTT) —

was also signed the same day,
which would give Uzbekistan ac-
cess to the Pakistani seaports of
Gwadar and Karachi, rather than
Iranian ports.

Uzbekistan’s calculations, and
by extension, those of its other
Central Asian neighbours, are
three-fold: the first is that prosper-
ity for these land-locked countries
can only flow from access through
Afghanistan to the closest ocean,
i.e. the Indian Ocean. Second, that
all transit through Afghanistan de-
pends on guarantees of safe pas-
sage from the Taliban, backed by
the group’s mentors in Pakistan.
Third, each of the “Stans” are now
a part of China’s BRI, and tying
their connectivity initiatives with
Beijing’s will bring the double pro-
mise of investment and some
modicum of control over Pakistan.

Shared concerns

Given the odds, New Delhi’s room
for manoeuvre with these five
countries on Afghanistan appears
limited but not without hope. To
begin with, India and the Central
Asian States share common con-
cerns about an Afghanistan over-
run by the Taliban and under Pa-
kistan’s thumb: the worries of
battles at their borders, safe ha-
vens for jihadist terror groups in-
side Afghanistan and the spill-over
of radicalism into their own coun-
tries.

It is necessary for India to work
with them, and other neighbours
to shore up finances for the go-
vernment in Kabul, particularly to
ensure that the government struc-
ture does not collapse. It is only a
matter of time before the CO-
VID-19-weary international econo-
mies tire of funding Afghanistan,
as the last donors conference in
Geneva (November 2020) showed.

As part of the SCO’s Regional
Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS),
India must also step up its engage-
ment with the Central Asian coun-
tries on fighting terror. While the
Narendra Modi government has
made it clear it will not send In-

dian boots to the ground in Af-
ghanistan, it can support the Af-
ghan National Defense and
Security Forces (ANDSF) where it
needs it most: in terms of air pow-
er. India’s previous gift of a few
helicopters is far from adequate,
given commitments made as Af-
ghanistan’s first Strategic Partner
10 years ago, and there must be
more that New Delhi can support,
especially in conjunction with oth-
er countries that depend on So-
viet-made arms, including heli-
copters and planes, weaponry,
ammunition and spare parts.

Dealing with Pakistan

Finally, South Asia must learn
from Central Asia’s recent exam-
ple in knitting together this region
more tightly, a task that can only
be completed with better ties bet-
ween India and Pakistan. New Del-
hi’s furtive discussions with the
Taliban leadership in Doha make
little sense unless a less tactical
and more strategic engagement
with Pakistan is also envisaged.

Most importantly, countries of
Central Asia and South Asia need
to find a more unified voice, as
they have in recent weeks. Afghan-
istan’s future will affect both re-
gions much more than it will the
distant global powers that current-
ly dominate the debate.

Travelling to Kazakhstan in
2015, Prime Minister Modi spoke
of why the Silk Road that connect-
ed the two regions faded away.
“The end of the Silk Road did not
just come about from the rise of
sea-based trade of the new Euro-
pean powers,” he said, “It also
happened because Central Asia
was no longer a bridge between re-
gions, but the new fault line bet-
ween great empires to the east,
west and south.” Ensuring a simi-
lar rupture is not wrought in Af-
ghanistan is essential, which today
has the potential to become that
bridge or the biggest boulder bet-
ween Central and South Asia.

suhasini.h@thehindu.co.in

Weighing down the private unaided college teacher

As a survey in Tamil Nadu shows, the working conditions, welfare of teachers may have only worsened in the pandemic

A.P. ARUN KANNAN &
KISHOREKUMAR SURYAPRAKASH

he COVID-19 pandemic has
Taffected every sector in the

economy in India and across
the globe as well. Relatively, the
education sector has managed to
maintain its revenue. Both schools
and colleges have transitioned to
the online education mode to
serve their students. Under the
pretext of providing online educa-
tion, most private institutions have
managed to collect fees in full.

Survey and findings

Though the revenue of private
educational institutions has not ta-
ken a huge hit, the same cannot be
said about the livelihoods of teach-
ers in private unaided colleges.
During the novel coronavirus pan-
demic, layoffs and pay cuts have
forced several private-unaided col-
lege teachers to take up odd jobs
to provide for their families. The
example of an assistant professor
in Tamil Nadu who suffered a pay
cut in a private-unaided college
following the pandemic and who
died while climbing a palm tree —
he had taken to cutting the leaves
of palm trees to make a living —
pushed us to survey private-unaid-
ed college teachers and to under-
stand the impact of the pandemic
on their working and living condi-
tions. We surveyed 194 teachers
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working in private-unaided colleg-
es that are affiliated with the Un-
iversity of Madras, Chennai. The
survey was conducted between
June 13 and June 26, 2021.

The findings show that even be-
fore the pandemic, private-unaid-
ed college teachers received be-
low-par salaries and many did not
enjoy any social security benefits.
Among 194 respondents, 137 ful-
filled the University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) qualifying criteria
(has PhD or National Eligibility
Test or State Eligibility Test) to be
an assistant professor; 72% of
these qualified teachers received
less than 325,000 per month and
5.1% received less than 10,000
per month, while according to the
Seventh Pay Commission entry-le-
vel consolidated monthly salary
for an assistant professor is
376,809.

In our survey, we found that on-
ly 38% and 42% had Employee
State Insurance and paid leave,
respectively. This deplorable con-
dition of private-unaided college
teachers can be attributed to the
absence of any State regulation of
private higher educational institu-
tions, including on matters relat-
ing to the working conditions of
teachers and other employees.

Following neoliberal policies,
the Indian state has withdrawn
from providing higher education.
This has resulted in the enormous
growth of private higher educa-
tional institutions. According to
the All-India Survey on Higher
Education (AISHE), 2020 report,
at all India level, 65% of the total
colleges are private unaided col-
leges. Tamil Nadu, which is one of
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the few States that privatised high-
er education in the early 1980s,
has 77% private unaided colleges.
This shows the dominance of pro-
fit-maximising  private-unaided
colleges in higher education.

Online education as burden

It is against this background that
we must understand the impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic on the li-
velihood of private-unaided col-
lege teachers. Private-unaided col-
lege teachers have made every
effort to provide service to stu-
dents in the online mode. In our
survey, 88% of the respondents
noted one or more of the following
as the reason(s) for the difficulty
they faced in online teaching —
lack of Internet, lack of room/
space, and lack of quality equip-
ment. Further, every respondent
had to incur an expenditure to
purchase Internet service. Of the
194 teachers surveyed, 132 had to
incur an expenditure to purchase
one or more of the following
items: a phone, computer, head-
phones. And, 107 respondents re-
ported experiencing high emo-
tional distress during this period
linked to online teaching work. All

these show that these teachers
had to physically, emotionally, and
monetarily exert themselves to
provide online education during
this pandemic. Despite this valo-
rising effort by private-unaided
college teachers, they have not
been rewarded by their manage-
ment. Instead, they have been
punished with severe pay cuts dur-
ing the pandemic.

The survey data revealed that
through the first half of 2020-21,
less than a third of teachers re-
ceived the full salary they were en-
titled to. Sadly, 10% of our respon-
dents did not receive any salary
during April to June 2020. As col-
leges have transitioned to online
mode, one can argue that the op-
erational costs of these colleges
must have declined drastically.
Further, it is a well-known fact that
private colleges have collected
fees from students. Therefore,
there is no justification for reduc-
ing the salary of teachers during
this pandemic. Private-unaided
colleges have used the pandemic
as an excuse to rob teachers who
have worked hard to teach under
very difficult conditions, incurring
considerable monetary expenses
and experiencing much stress dur-
ing this period.

Making ends meet

The arbitrary pay cuts have forced
several of our respondents to work
in additional jobs and/or borrow
money from informal sources to
survive. These jobs were mostly
manual informal jobs such as con-
struction work, farm labour, me-
chanic work, food delivery, etc.
While the pandemic may have

worsened the livelihood condi-
tions of private-unaided college
teachers, their working conditions
were deplorable even in ‘normal’
times because of the complete ab-
sence of regulations by the State in
this regard. The Government of
Tamil Nadu should consider tak-
ing some immediate measures in
this regard. Some of these are: pay
complete arrears salary to private-
unaided college teachers that have
been siphoned off by the manage-
ment; reinstate teachers laid off
without any cause; reimburse the
expenditure incurred by teachers
for online teaching during the
pandemic.

In 2018, Kerala fixed 1,750 per
day and 43,750 per month as a
standard salary for guest lecturers
with UGC qualification and 1,600
per day and 340,000 per month
for those without UGC qualifica-
tion in aided private colleges. The
Tamil Nadu government may con-
sider implementing something
along these lines. Further, the Ta-
mil Nadu Private Colleges (Regula-
tion) Act 1976 needs to be re-
viewed and amended to equip
monitoring agencies such as the
Directorate of Collegiate Educa-
tion and the Regional Joint Direc-
torate of Collegiate Education to
safeguard the welfare of teachers
and non-teaching staff in unaided
private colleges.

A.P. Arun Kannan is Director at the
Loyola Institute of Vocational Education
(LIVE), Loyola College, Chennai.
Kishorekumar Suryaprakash is a PhD
Scholar at the Department of Economics,
University of Massachusetts, Amherst,
U.S. The views expressed are personal
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Change in Karnataka
Politics in India, by and
large, is either
caste-centric, cinema
world-driven or
family-oriented. None can
dispute that the Bharatiya
Janata Party blossomed in
Karnataka under Mr.
Yediyurappa’s leadership.
His community, the
Lingayats, has a strong
presence in Karnataka and
this fact cannot be ignored.
It is a bit surprising that in
his farewell speech he
mentioned that the Centre
did not give him a free hand
to effectively discharge his
duties and did not allow
him to take independent

decisions.

V. LAKSHMANAN,
Tirupur, Tamil Nadu

The RE

I have had the privilege of
being an invitee and active
participant in a ‘Readers’
Meet’ held in Hyderabad a
few years ago. As the end of
the term of Mr. A.S.
Pannerselvan as the
Readers’ Editor, The Hindu,
draws near, I cannot help
but conclude that he has
been quite successful in
evolving his own approach
to ensure that “The Hindu
does not stray from its core
principles and editorial
values”.

He stood his ground
withstanding much
interrogation by readers.

SESHAGIRI ROW KARRY,
Hyderabad

= The very thought that we
will be missing his
thought-provoking,
proactive, pragmatic and
incisive epistles on Monday,
often highlighting the latest
of what is happening in the
world of journalism, is sad. A
reason many of us turned the
pages to read his column is
the excellent command he
has over the language.

I had the privilege of being
invited by him to readers’
meets and have left them

greatly enriched.

THARCIUS S. FERNANDO,

= As an ombudsman, Mr.
Panneerselvan added a new
layer of transparency and
accountability to the
editorial functioning of the
daily. Despite the value they
bring to news organisations,
ombudsmen are still
relatively rare in the Indian
media. His column provided
insights into journalism.

R. SIVAKUMAR,
Chennai

Jewel of the forest
As a student of forestry in
Dehradun and an avid

wildlife photographer too, I
visit the forests of Southern
India a number of times. On
one such visit, in Tamil
Nadu, I happened to spot a
rare species of snake, the
Golden or Paradise Flying
Snake. It was on the forest
floor constricting a gecko,
and I was lucky enough to

document the entire process.

It would be interesting to
know whether there have
been other sightings.

RAHUL THARUN,
Dehradun, Uttarakhand

Planned township

Coorg, as aregion, is a part
of the mountainous terrain
of the Western Ghats and is

online, scan the QR code

blessed with a range of
biodiversity.

All this now stands
threatened by a township
project that is coming up in
Hoskeri village of Arekaad
panchayat. The proposed
project is to come up under
the cover of a ‘world
environmental school’ by a
Delhi-based firm. The
proposed project started its
paperwork in 2018, the year
when Coorg experienced a
catastrophic landslide. The
destruction of the
environment would be grave.

N.U. NACHAPPA CODAVA,
Madikeri, Karnataka
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Let’s make room for the river

The floods in Europe are a wake-up call for us to adopt the Dutch mantra, Tive with water, build with nature’

VENU RAJAMONY

“There are no words in the German
language for this devastation... it is a
surreal, eerie situation,” German
Chancellor Angela Merkel said when
she visited the regions in Germany
hardest hit by the floods which oc-
curred as a result of heavy rains bet-
ween July 12 and 15.

No escape for any country

A month’s rain poured in just 24
hours in the worst-affected areas of
Germany and Belgium. This caused
multiple rivers to burst their banks
and flood parts of the two countries
as well as the Netherlands, Luxem-
bourg and Switzerland. It is believed
that these areas of Europe have not
witnessed such heavy rainfall for
more than a century. The floods
showed that climate change spares
none. Even if a country has adequate
resources and advanced infrastruc-
ture (physical as well as organisation-
al), it can find no escape from ex-
treme climatic events. Reports say
the death toll in Germany and Belgi-
um has crossed 214. Hundreds more
are unaccounted for, and authorities
are still struggling to restore normal-
cy. A shocked flood victim told a re-
porter that he thought such disasters
happened only in Asia.

Heavy rainfall within a short pe-
riod of time resulted in overflowing
rivers, canals, and other water bo-
dies flooding many towns and cities.
The scenes of roads being washed
away, houses getting inundated, and
stranded people being evacuated by
helicopters, earth movers and life-
boats were no different from what is
normally witnessed in India during
such disasters. It bore uncanny re-
semblance to what Kerala expe-
rienced in August 2018. Not surpris-
ingly, Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan reacted to the situation in Eu-
rope. He expressed condolences and
asked the Indian community in Eu-
rope to stand in solidarity with the
flood victims. He also recalled with
gratitude the technical assistance ex-
tended by the Netherlands to the
State following the 2018 floods and
the visit of the Dutch King and Queen
to Kerala in 2019 when they perso-

nally reviewed the joint efforts under
way for long-term flood resilience.
Superior organisation, better pre-
paredness and an advanced flood
management system helped the
Netherlands, with its centuries of ex-
perience in dealing with floods, to
avoid casualties. But many towns
were submerged. Thousands of peo-
ple had to be evacuated. Floodwaters
breached a dike and entered the
town of Meerssen. The Dutch mili-
tary, however, managed to close the
breach using hundreds of sandbags.
Chancellor Merkel, Dutch Prime
Minister Mark Rutte and other lead-
ers were quick to attribute the cause
of the floods to climate change and
call for urgent action to arrest global
warming. Experts say the more CO2
the world emits into the atmosphere,
the warmer will be the air tempera-
ture. Warmer air holds more mois-
ture and results in excess rainfall,
which leads to flooding. Additionally,
increasing temperatures at the poles
result in slower movement of storms
in the mid-latitudes. As a result,
storms linger longer at a specific
place. The combination of a slow-
moving storm and the presence of
surplus moisture in the atmosphere
results in intense rainfall in one loca-
tion within a short period of time. In
2018, Kerala, for example, witnessed
414 mm of rain in just three days bet-
ween August 15 and 17. Rainfall for
the period of August 1 to 19, 2018, in
Kerala was 164% more than normal.
Several have asked: what did the
Netherlands do right in dealing with
the floods and what did the others do
wrong? The advanced flood warning
system of Germany (which includes a
network of sensors to measure river
water levels in real time) did forecast
heavy rains and the possibility of
floods. But local authorities were un-
able to respond rapidly enough and

Needed: an anti-trafficking law

Human trafficking is a crime in itself, but it is also
the propeller of several other crimes

KAILASH SATYARTHI

Sita was 13 years old when she was
trafficked. Her parents worked in a
tea garden in Assam for meagre wag-
es. She was trafficked to a placement
agency in New Delhi, and bought for
about 20,000 as a domestic worker
by a couple. Sita was not paid a single
rupee. Instead, she was re-trafficked,
raped, and exploited by employers
and traffickers. Sita’s father and I
found the young girl trapped in a
house in Delhi three years later. But
she did not step out when we found
her. She hid behind a wall, crying. “I
cannot show my face to my father. I
am impure now. I want to kill my-
self,” she said.

This is the reality of thousands of
women and children from the poor-
est sections of our society. No nation
can call itself civilised if it tolerates
the buying and selling of its daught-
ers. Of what meaning is the wealth,
power or progress of a nation if its
children are traded as though in me-
dieval slave trade, at a lower price
than cattle?

A comprehensive Bill
Bachpan Bachao Andolan (BBA) and
various civil society groups have
campaigned for decades for a strong
law to end this menace of human
trafficking. In 2017, Sita and thou-
sands of survivors like her marched
in the Bharat Yatra alongside stu-
dents, governments, the judiciary,
multifaith leaders, businesses and ci-
vil society to demand for such a law.
We covered 12,000 km with over 1.2
million people on foot with the single
demand that India must pass a com-
prehensive anti-trafficking legisla-
tion. The passionate chants of these
brave hearts who survived trafficking
still reverberate in my ears, “Bikne ko
taiyaar nahi hum, lutne ko taiyaar
nahi hum (We are not ready to be
sold, we are not ready to be stolen)”.
The Government of India has pro-
posed the Trafficking in Persons (Pre-
vention, Care and Rehabilitation)
Bill, 2021. This Bill aims to tackle all
aspects of trafficking including the
social and economic causes of the
crime, punishment to traffickers, and
the protection and rehabilitation of
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survivors. This is achievable if the Bill
has the necessary checks and balanc-
es against potential misuse of power
by agencies, periodic reviews of the
law, and adequate allocation of re-
sources for effective implementation.
The government must include these
crucial provisions in the Bill and facil-
itate its smooth passage in the cur-
rent session of Parliament.

A problem worsened by COVID
COVID-19 has further intensified the
need for the law. Traffickers are tak-
ing advantage of prolonged school
closures and loss of family livelihood.
BBA with government agencies has
rescued almost 9,000 children from
trafficking since the first lockdown.
In comparison, about half this num-
ber of children were rescued during
the same time period of 14 months
preceding the pandemic. The gravity
of the situation cannot be under-
mined. We will not recover from the
effects of the pandemic without the
wherewithal to address its human
impact, which comes with this law
and its associated budgets.

Human trafficking is a crime in it-
self, but it is also the propeller of sev-
eral other crimes. It creates a parallel
black economy which fuels child la-
bour, child marriage, prostitution,
bonded labour, forced beggary, drug-
related crimes, corruption, terrorism
and other illicit businesses. The ar-
chitects of our Constitution esta-
blished the severity of the crime of
trafficking by making it the only of-
fence punishable under the Constitu-
tion of India itself, besides untoucha-
bility. A strong anti-trafficking law is
the moral and constitutional respon-
sibility of our elected leaders, and a
necessary step towards nation-build-
ing and economic progress. It is non-
negotiable for the realisation of an In-
dia that our Constitution-makers en-
visioned, our freedom fighters
struggled for, our soldiers die for, and
our children deserve. India is step-
ping into its 75th year of Indepen-
dence. There can be no greater gift to
India than the freedom of our chil-
dren. I call on Parliament to urgently
pass a strong anti-trafficking law.

Kailash Satyarthi is a Nobel Laureate

communicate the warnings to the
wider population. The rain and
floods happened so fast that there
was no time to evacuate all residents
to safety and fully deploy the formid-
able rescue and relief infrastructure
that they possessed. There are alrea-
dy demands that such warnings must
be communicated to the general pu-
blic in simple language. Rather than
forecast the millimetres of rain ex-
pected, conveying specific informa-
tion regarding the extent of damage
to property and life would likely en-
courage affected communities to re-
main alert and respond quickly.

Lessons for India

The floods in Europe call attention to
the global need for countries to im-
plement ecologically sensitive flood
protection measures. The Dutch
have gone beyond their conventional
dependence on dikes, dams, walls
and gates to protect themselves from
floods. Their current disaster resi-
lience mantra is to live with water,
build with nature and make room for
the river. They champion creating
adequate space for rivers to overflow
by protecting floodplains from hu-
man interference, deepening river-
beds and creating alternate channels
for excess water. After two major
floods in 1993 and 1995, the Dutch
embarked on several projects to wi-
den riverbanks and reshape the
areas around rivers.

The floods in Europe serve as a
wake-up call to us in India to adopt
pragmatic policies and practices that
are nature friendly. We must recog-
nise that we will have to learn to live
with water in the long term. Flood-
prone areas should be identified, and
projects initiated on an urgent basis
to create room for rivers. Low-risk
areas such as playgrounds, maidans,
or agricultural fields should be ear-

marked to store excess rainwater.
Drains must be built for diverting wa-
ter into these storage units. This will
relieve the stress on the existing
drainage infrastructure. The stored
water can later be discharged back
into the drainage channel once the
high water subsides. The United Na-
tions Development Programme-
World Bank-European Union Post
Disaster Needs Assessment report
prepared for Kerala after the 2018
floods pointed out that the drainage
capacity of the rivers and canals of
the State must be increased by creat-
ing more room for the water to flow.
It called for removing obstructions
and encroachments from existing
water channels, the proper mainte-
nance of such channels and creating
additional channels for water to flow.

In the short term, strengthened
disaster readiness, planning and
preparation will help us deal with
sudden, intense rain and consequent
floods. Climate change and global
warming will continue to cause ex-
treme climatic events. Across the
world, countries are being confront-
ed with situations of either too little
or too much water and droughts in-
terspersed with floods. Rainfall has
become unpredictable. While na-
tional and State disaster manage-
ment authorities have grown in expe-
rience, competence and
professionalism, there is need for a
higher degree of coordination and
preparation across all levels of go-
vernment. Practice drills need to be
conducted in flood-prone areas. We
need to test the effectiveness of flood
warnings. The warnings should be in
local languages and in simple terms.

Today, many are wondering how
they can learn from the Dutch expe-
rience in preparing for floods and
dealing with their aftermath. But the
Dutch themselves are wisely not per-
mitting themselves any compla-
cence. Conscious of their vulnerabil-
ity to water, they maintain a spirit of
eternal vigilance to floods. Reflecting
this approach, the Dutch Prime Mi-
nister has exhorted his countrymen
to learn from the recent disaster and
see what more can be done rather
than stay satisfied that major damage
and loss of lives was prevented.

Venu Rajamony is former Ambassador of
India to the Netherlands and co-author of
‘What We Can Learn from the Dutch:
Rebuilding Kerala Post 2018 Floods’. This
article has been written with inputs from
Rakesh N.M., an architect in the Netherlands

Dalits’ fist of fury

Recent portrayals of Dalits in cinema are agnostic to
Ambedkar’s political principles and social ethics

o,

HARISH S. WANKHEDE

Portraying a Dalit character as the protago-
nist is a significant development in Tamil ci-
nema. Dalits are now shown as courageous
men performing fantastic heroic deeds. In
Kabali, the Dalit is the leader of Malaysian
migrants. In Kaala, he is the good-hearted
mafia don who challenges the authority of
the ruling class in Mumbai. In Asuran, he is
an angry man who uses violence to protect
his family against feudal lords. In Karnan, he
is a village rebel who kills a police inspector
in a revengeful act of justice. These are vio-
lent stories about Dalits’ social struggles, as-
pirations and quest for justice. In these films,
the Dalit characters emerge as the equal clai-
mants of popular heroic virtues.

A beautiful metaphor

In Pa Ranjith’s Sarpatta Parambarai, the he-
ro Kabilan (Arya) stands distinct from earlier
Dalit protagonists. We see Kabilan first as a
part of an audience at a boxing game. Then
from an underdog boxer he overcomes so-
cial obstacles to become the ultimate cham-
pion of the game. The film thus escapes the
typical social burden of the Dalit hero and
shows Kabilan as a young sportsperson who
plays the game with dedication and grit. Ka-
bilan does not use violence for revenge. In-
stead, the competitive game of boxing
emerges as a beautiful metaphor to repre-
sent social conflicts, clan pride and personal
passions. Kabilan is not a revenge-hungry
young man but a committed disciple of his
clan’s boxing coach Rangan (Pasupathy) and
enters the ring only to protect the dignity of
his people. Though the violence in the box-
ing ring showcases raw masculinity, it is util-
ised only to suggest that even ghettoised pe-
ople can enter into any game and emerge
victorious. Kabilan’s punches demonstrate
that human spirit and passion cannot be im-
prisoned by any class or community.

The new Dalit hero as an aggressive man is
different from the stereotypical representa-
tions of him as brutalised. However, these
new films only change the social location of
the conventional hero; they don’t radically
alter the idea of the popular hero. The Dalit
hero appears as an improvised version of the
mainstream hero as he is also depicted as a
tormented man. Though these characters of-
ten play under the shadows of Dalit symbols
like B.R. Ambedkar’s photograph or Budd-
ha’s statue, we are yet to see an authentic
portrayal of a Dalit protagonist who can re-

DATA POINT

Highly effective in a
select cohort

A study of 1.59 million healthcare and front-line
workers of the Indian armed forces who had taken
Covishield showed that there was a 93% reductiorﬁ
in COVID-19 infections amongst them. The study
was conducted from Jan 16 to May 30 among
candidates who were 99% male with a mean age
of 27.6 and had minimal comorbidities. By the end
of the study, 95.4% were partially vaccinated,
and 82.2% were fully vaccinated. The number of
cases per million observed in the non-vaccinated,
partially vaccinated, and fully vaccinated groups
were 512.9, 25.4 and 26.2, respectively

EXPLAINING THE STUDY | The first
graph shows how the vaccination drive
progressed between Jan 16 and May 30.
The second and the third graphs show
the daily incidence of cases per million
and deaths per million among various
groups - UV (unvaccinated), PV (partially
vaccinated) and FV (fully vaccinated).
The number of new COVID-19 infections
per million in the UV, PV, and FV groups
was 512.9, 25.4 and 26.2, respectively.
During the study period, absolute

m As deaths were very few in the
vaccinated group, conclusions could
not be drawn regarding the effec-
tiveness of the vaccine against death

= It is important to note that the results of this study cannot
be generalised across the entire population, which includes the
elderly, children, women and those with comorbidities

= Almost all participants
who joined the study did
not drop out mid-way but
completed it

RESULTS OF THE STUDY | The first table shows an overview
of the study. The second shows vaccine effectiveness among
various groups. The third compares the results with the those
of other studies around the world. They show that Covishield
is 94.3-95.1% effective against infection in partially vaccinated
individuals and 91.8-94.9% effective in fully vaccinated
persons. The overall efficacy is around 93%

deaths in the UV, PV and FV groups were
37,16 and 7, respectively TABLE 1 - IMPACT OF VACCINATION ON CASES AND DEATHS
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present AmbedKkarite cultural aesthetics and
Dalits’ political vision on screen.

The recent portrayals supplement the po-
pulist attributes of Tamil cinema and stand
agnostic to Ambedkar’s political principles
and social ethics. After the Russian revolu-
tion, while many western educated elites
were influenced by Marxist political ideology
and wanted to test socialist ideas in Indian
conditions, Ambedkar showed only a passive
appreciation towards it. He appreciated the
socialist, transformative agenda to address
class inequality; however, he disassociated
himself from the advocates of revolutionary
or anarchic violence against the state or the
dominant elites. He understood that the Da-
lits were the most powerless among the Hin-
dus and any violent challenge to the ruling
classes would only invite further alienation,
subjugation and brutal repression.

More than imagining a violent conflict bet-
ween the Dalits and upper caste Hindus, Am-
bedkar wanted to build a democratic dia-
logue to achieve a better conception of the
modern state and civil society. His primary
task was to bring an enlightened conscious-
ness amongst the Dalits so that they can
cherish their rights as citizens and claim va-
rious entitlements. Ambedkar’s greater goal
was not to eliminate the social elites or de-
feat them in physical battles but to introduce
the ideals of liberty, equality and fraternity
in society. The Dalit social and political as-
sertion must be peaceful, ethical, and en-
gaged with the principles of social justice. In
the post-Ambedkar period, Kanshi Ram used
constitutional and democratic apparatuses
to mobilise the Dalit-Bahujan people for
bringing about political change. However,
such powerful figures and their movements
are yet to find respectable presence on the
silver screen. Instead, the recent Dalit prota-
gonists we see are of macho males furiously
fighting evil caste supremacy.

Ambedkar’s political ideas stand distinct
from the violent masculinity that has been
idealised in Indian cinema’s action genre.
The emerging Dalit’s heroic avatar too ap-
pears as a tacit mimicry of the masculine
male fantasy that mainstream Tamil cinema
has produced all these years. While there are
Dalit characters in cinema now, most por-
trayals endorse the dominant cultural narra-
tive that celebrates hedonistic aspirations,
militant violence and male superiority. The
emerging Dalit cinematic genre can do better
if it also challenges the populist narrative
structure and liberates cinema from its pa-
triarchal gaze. Sarpatta Parambarai is not
an ideal addition here but it is a promising
move towards breaking the Dalit hero’s fan-
tasy for violence and revenge.

Harish S. Wankhede is an assistant professor at the
Centre for Political Studies, JNU, New Delhi
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Apollo-15 and Moon landing

The Apollo-15 Astronauts successfully fired
their main spacecraft engine for one second
in a special test to-night [Space Centre,
Houston, July 27] clearing the way for a lu-
nar landing attempt on Friday. There is a
short circuit somewhere in the engine’s elec-
trical system. If the engine had not fired, as-
tronauts David Scott, James Irwin and Alfred
Worden would have abandoned the landing
goal and conducted an alternate lunar orbit
scientific mission. Mission Commander Da-
vid Scott sounded jubilant and relieved. Mis-
sion Control said the test proved that the
trouble with the engine system was only so-
mething “which might be a little annoying.”
Slightly more than half-an-hour before the
firing, Apollo-15 passed the half-way point of
its outward journey, when it was 209,354
km. from both earth and moon. Experts at
Mission Control will need time to evaluate
the engine burn. But Flight Director Glynn
Lunney said earlier to-day that if the power
plant fired as planned, the astronauts would
press on with the landing. Astronauts Scott
and Irwin are to land at the base of the Apen-
nine mountains, the tallest on the moon, to
search for clues to the birth of the solar sys-
tem.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO juLy 28, 1921

Alleged bribery

Sub-Inspector Bula Singh’s appeal against
his conviction for bribery was rejected in the
Sessions Court to-day [Amritsar, July 26]. In
an elaborate judgment dealing minutely
with the facts of the case the Sessions Judge
finds that the direct evidence of witnesses as
to demanding and payment of bribe is cor-
rect and reliable, and that circumstantial
evidence clearly supports the statement of
direct witnesses and that the offence
charged against the applicant has been
clearly established. As to the sentence the
Sessions Judge says: - Considering the appli-
cant’s certificates of character and his posi-
tion, responsibility and duty as a Sub-In-
spector in charge of a Police station, the
sentence passed by the Lower Court is suita-
ble viz. nine months rigorous imprisonment
and Rs. 1,000 fine or in default three months
rigorous imprisonment. The accused has
however been admitted to bail of Rs. 5,000
by the High Court, Lahore, pending the deci-

sion of the revision application.
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Cong. team to visit violence-hit
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Basavaraj Bommai will
be new Karnataka CM

In a day of dramatic deve-
lopments, the BJP Legisla-
ture Party (BJPLP) meeting
was convened and central
observers dispatched from
Delhi. At the late evening
meeting, the name of Mr.
Bommai was proposed by
Mr. Yediyurappa and se-
conded by former Deputy
Chief Minister Govind
Karjol.

The choice was an-
nounced by central obser-

ver Dharmendra Pradhan.

Speaking after staking his
claim, Mr. Bommai thanked
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the party, besides
Mr. Yediyruappa whom he
described as his mentor.

“I have been chosen un-
animously by the BJPLP. I
will not fail the expectations
of Mr. Modi, the party, Mr.
Yediyurappa, and will give a
pro-people administration,”
said Mr. Bommai.

Vaccination of children
as early as August: govt.

“The exact timeline for this
vaccine’s procurement and
the quantity available is still
not certain, so details can be
given out only after the fine-
print has been decided
upon,” he stated.

The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration previously
gave Pfizer-BioNTech vac-
cine emergency use authori-
sation for children. This vac-
cine requires two injections
given 21 days apart. The Eu-
ropean medicines’ watch-
dog has also approved the
use of Moderna’s vaccine for
children aged 12 to 17.

Suresh Kumar Panuganti,
consultant paediatric criti-

cal care, Yashoda Hospitals,
Hyderabad, said prevention
is better than cure and va-
rious diseases could be pre-
vented in children by using
vaccines. Dr. (Maj.) Manish
Mannan, HoD, Paediatrics
and Neonatology, Paras Hos-
pitals, Gurgaon, pointed out
that vaccines have a great
role in preventing the sever-
ity of illness, comorbidity
and mortality.

The Union Health Minis-
try on Tuesday said vaccine
doses were supplied to the
States and Union Territories
as per advance allocation
and advance information to
them.

Assam CM Sarma talks
tough on border row

“We will move the Supreme
Court to ensure that the for-
ests are protected,” he said.

“The dispute is not re-
garding land but encroach-
ment of reserved forests is
the issue. We have no settle-
ments in the forest areas
and, if Mizoram can give
evidence, we will imme-

diately carry out eviction,”
he said.

The Assam Chief Minister
said in the last few months
several attempts were made
to encroach Assam’s land in
Hailakandi, Karimganj and
Cachar districts in five sec-
tors and the police foiled
each attempt.

Mamata terms meeting
with Modi a courtesy call

The Lok Sabha elections are
still some time away, she
said but the preparations
have to begin right away.

On Pegasus, she urged
the BJP government to call
an all-party meeting to clear
the air on its role in the is-
sue. “The Prime Minister
should call an all-party
meeting and consult us.
There should be a Supreme
Court monitored probe.”

On meeting Mr. Modi, she
said it was a courtesy call
and that she was following
the Constitutional protocol.
“I had asked for an appoint-
ment with the PM to seek his
blessings after winning the

Bengal Assembly polls for
the third time.” During the
brief meeting, she said she
has urged the Prime Minis-
ter to ensure more doses of
COVID-19 vaccine for Ben-
gal. “I am not against giving
vaccines to other States, but
considering the population
of Bengal we need more
doses,” she said.

She will be meeting Con-
gress president Sonia Gand-
hi on Wednesday. Ms. Ba-
nerjee also said she will be
meeting Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal and Sa-
majwadi Party leader Akhi-
lesh Yadav in the next few
days.

Actimmediately on five
priority areas, Sidhu
tells CM Amarinder

My govt. has
implemented
most of the
promises: CM

VIKAS VASUDEVA
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Congress president
Navjot Singh Sidhu along
with four working presi-
dents on Tuesday asked
Chief Minister Amarinder
Singh to fulfil the 18-point
agenda of the party ‘high
command,” pointing out
that the State needs stern,
decisive, inclusive and com-
passionate leadership more
than before.

“Today, Punjab needs a
stern, decisive, inclusive
and compassionate leader-
ship more than ever before
to fulfil genuine demands of
every Punjabi,” said the let-
ter, which the team handed
over to the Chief Minister.
Working presidents Kuljit
Singh Nagra, Sangat Singh
Gilzian, Sukhwinder Singh
Danny and Pawan Goel ac-
companied Mr. Sidhu to
their first meeting with the
Chief Minister since taking
over the reins.

The letter said after delib-

erations and consultations
with party workers, there
are five priority areas on
which the government must
act upon immediately from

amongst the  18-point
agenda.
Key demands

The key demands include
punishing the main culprits
behind the sacrilege of Guru
Granth Sahib and the police
firing incidents at Kotkapu-
ra and Behbal Kalan and the
arrest of the big fish behind
drug trafficking as men-
tioned in the Special Task
Force report.

The letter also says: “Our
government must fulfil your
2017 election promise by
cancelling faulty power pur-
chase agreements.” On the
“three black farm laws”, the
Congress leaders demanded
that the Punjab government
must reject them
completely.

The Chief Minister said all
the key issues of concern
raised by the party leader-
ship were already in ad-
vanced stages of resolution
by his government, which
had been working on them
in close coordination with
the party.

Assam-Mizoram border areas

Rahul Gandhi targets Amit Shah for fighting, says Minister has failed the country

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Tuesday
announced a seven-member
committee that will visit the
areas affected by the vio-
lence over the Assam-Mizo-
ram border dispute.

The panel is expected to
prepare a report after visit-
ing the areas on Wednesday.

Former Congress chief Ra-
hul Gandhi, in a tweet, tar-
geted Union Home Minister
Amit Shah for the escalation
of violence that resulted in
the death of six Assam police
personnel.

“Heartfelt condolences to
the families of those who’ve
been killed. I hope the in-
jured recover soon. HM has
failed the country yet again
by sowing hatred and dis-
trust into the lives of people.
India is now reaping its
dreadful consequences,” Mr.
Gandhi tweeted.

The Congress said people
in the area were living in an

»
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Hospital call: Congress leader Sushmita Dev talking to an
injured policeman at a hospital in Silchar on Tuesday. =pti

“atmosphere of fear as it has

become a war-like
situation”.
MP demands probe

Lok Sabha member from As-
sam Gaurav Gogoi, who had
moved an adjournment mo-
tion to discuss the issue in
Parliament, said, “The
Home Minister should take

Centre to meet

top State o

Al

Icials

Home Secretary to discuss violence

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Centre has called a
meeting of the Chief Secre-
taries and Directors General
of Police of Assam and Mizo-
ram on Wednesday in the
wake of the violence along
their shared border, where
five Assam Police personnel
were killed, officials said.

Union Home Secretary
Ajay Bhalla will chair the
meeting to discuss the sud-
den escalation of violence
along the Assam-Mizoram
border.

The meeting of the Chief
Secretaries and the Direc-
tors General of Police is ex-
pected to work on a peace
formula so that there is no
repeat of the violence, a
Home Ministry official said.

The Central government
is in regular touch with the
Assam and Mizoram govern-
ments and trying to calm

A protest in front of
Mizoram House in Guwahati
on Tuesday. =RITURAJKONWAR

down the situation, officials
said, adding that CRPF has
been deployed in the vio-
lence-hit area.

Five Assam Police per-
sonnel, along with a civilian,
were killed and more than
50 others, including a Supe-
rintendent of Police, were
injured when Mizoram Pol-
ice opened fire on a team of
Assam officials on Monday.

No landless farmers
in new database

New data policy being framed: Tomar

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Centre’s new National
Farmers Database will only
include land-owning farm-
ers for now as it will be
linked to digitised land re-
cords, Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar told
the Lok Sabha on Tuesday.
A data policy was being
prepared specifically for the
agriculture sector in collab-
oration with the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY), he said.
This exclusion of landless
and tenant farmers be-
comes significant in light of
the fact that, when asked
whether the database would
be used to select beneficiar-
ies of government schemes,
Mr. Tomar said, “Govern-
ment can make use of the
database for targeted ser-
vice delivery with higher ef-
ficiency and in a focussed
and time bound manner.”
Mr. Tomar was respond-
ing to questions from the Te-
lugu Desam Party’s Jayadev
Galla, raising concerns

about data protection and
farmer inclusion in the
Centre’s new Agristack in-
itiative to create a digital
ecosystem for agriculture.

The database would be
linked to the digital land re-
cord management system
and would thus only include
farmers who were legal
owners of agricultural land.
“In future, the possibility of
including others may be
considered in consultation
with State governments and
other stakeholders,” Mr. To-
mar said, in response to a
query about the large num-
ber of landless farmers in
the country.

Asked about the involve-
ment of private companies
and the kind of data that
was being shared with
them, Mr. Tomar claimed
that “no private sector com-
panies are involved as far as
building of the Agristack is
concerned”. However, the
first step for the initiative
was a “federated farmers’
database that would serve
as the core of the Agristack.”

the responsibility as the pol-
ice build-up didn’t take place
overnight but has been going
on for months. Such a situa-
tion has been developing
between Assam and Aruna-
chal, Meghalaya and Naga-
land. Tomorrow, our team
will go to the spot to get a
sense of the real situation.
Accepting responsibility, the

CRPF faces
flak over
border clash

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
AIZAWL

A day after a violent clash
and exchange of fire bet-
ween the police forces of
Assam and Mizoram left at
least six people dead and
over 50 injured, the CRPF
deployed along the disput-
ed inter-State border on
Tuesday faced criticism
from various quarters for
allegedly failing to carry
out its “responsibility” as a
neutral force.

A Mizoram Minister, the
local MLA and the village
council chief alleged that
the CRPF were unable to
prevent “Assam policemen
and civilians” from enter-
ing and overruning securi-
ty forces’ camps inside
Mizoram near Veringte on
Monday. Mizoram Minister
Lalruatkima alleged the
CRPF did not restrain pol-
ice personnel and civilians
from Assam from intruding
into Mizoram territory.

One more
policeman dies

A policeman of Assam, who
was critically injured in
Monday’s exchange of fire
between the police forces
of the State and Mizoram
on the inter-State border,
died on Tuesday, taking the
death toll to seven, Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said. The deceased
was identified as
Shyamprasad Dusat. rri

Home Minister should order
an inquiry”.

Besides Mr. Gogoi, the
Congress team includes Lok
Sabha member Pradyut Bor-
doloi, Mahila Congress chief
Sushmita Dev, Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (PCC) chief
Bhupen Bora and Leader of
the Opposition in the Assam
Assembly Debabrata Saikia.

‘Centre will help to
mediate border rows’

It seeks more time for CAA rules

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Committees on Subor-
dinate Legislation, Lok Sab-
ha and Rajya Sabha, had
been requested to grant
further extension of time up
to January 9, 2022, to frame
the rules under the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act, the
Union Home Ministry told
the Lok Sabha on Tuesday.
In a question on another
topic from Haji Fazlur Reh-
man (BSP), the Ministry said
there were disputes arising
out of demarcation of boun-
daries and claims and coun-
ter-claims over territories
between Haryana and Hi-
machal Pradesh, Ladakh
and Himachal Pradesh,
Maharashtra and Karnata-
ka, Assam and Arunachal
Pradesh, Nagaland, Megha-
laya and Mizoram.
“Occasional protests and
incidents of violence are re-
ported from some of the dis-
puted border areas...the ap-
proach of the Central
government has consistent-
ly been that inter-State dis-

Assam, Mizoram can
“approach SC, Centre’

Impose President’s Rule, says Dave

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The long-standing border
dispute between Assam and
Mizoram can be resolved
either by the Supreme Court
or the Centre, legal experts
said on Tuesday.

One of the experts called
the brewing border dispute
“a failure of the Constitu-
tional machinery”.

While senior advocate
Rakesh Dwivedi and As-
sam's standing counsel De-
bojit Borkakati said the
Centre should intervene
and take steps for a peaceful
settlement, another senior
lawyer Dushyant Dave was
of the view that both the
States should be put under
President’s Rule.

Mr. Dave said there was a
failure of the Constitutional
machinery in both the
States and the violent inci-
dent was the ugliest manif-
estation of the insurrection

between the States since
Independence.

He said these north-east-
ern States had conducted
themselves poorly and the
incident justified sacking
both the governments and
keeping the States under the
President's Rule through
Governor.

‘Litigation takes time’
Mr. Dwivedi, a Constitution-
al law expert, said the two
States could avail them-
selves of two options; one
was to approach the Central
government and ask it to re-
solve the problem in an ap-
propriately agreed manner
through a legislation. “They
can also move the Supreme
Court under Article 131 of
the Constitution, but litiga-
tion takes time. Meanwhile,
the Centre can form a high-
level committee, sit down
with the States, and sort out
the issue,” he said.

Dholavira in Gujarat on
UNESCO World Heritage list

Harappan site has been on tentative list since 2014

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI/AHMEDABAD

The Harappan city of Dhola-
vira, in present-day Gujarat,
was on Tuesday named the
40th Indian site on UNES-
CO’s World Heritage list.

UNESCO’s announcement
came just days after another
site, Ramappa Temple in Te-
langana, was admitted to the
list on Sunday.

“The ancient city of Dho-
lavira is one of the most re-
markable and well-pre-
served urban settlements in
South Asia dating from the
3rd to mid-2nd millennium
BCE (Before Common Era).
Discovered in 1968, the site
is set apart by its unique cha-
racteristics, such as its water
management system, multi-
layered defensive mechan-
isms, extensive use of stone
in construction and special
burial structures,” UNESCO
said.

A range of artefacts of
copper, shell, stone, jewel-
lery, terracotta and ivory
had been found at the site.

- e

Building blocks: An aerial view of the Dholavira
archaeological site in Kutch district. =pri/TwiTTer

“The two newly inscribed
World Heritage Sites offer
great insight into the know-
ledge and ways of life of ear-
lier societies, customs, and
communities,” UNESCO
said.

Located in the Kutch dis-
trict, Dholavira is the larger
of the two most remarkable
excavations of the Indus Val-
ley Civilisation dating back
to about 4,500 years ago.
The site had been on UNES-
CO’s tentative list since 2014
and India had submitted its
dossier in January 2020, a

Kashmir has turned a new leat, says President

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR

President Ram Nath Kovind,
who is on a four-day tour of
Jammu and Kashmir, on
Tuesday said Kashmir had
turned a new leaf.

He stressed that democra-
cy had the capacity to recon-
cile all differences and bring
out the best of the citizens’
potential. “Kashmir is happi-

ly realising this vision,” he
noted.

“As Kashmir has turned a
new leaf, exciting new possi-
bilities are opening up. The
whole of India is watching
you with admiration and
pride. Kashmiri youth are
scaling new heights in a va-
riety of sectors, from civil
service exams to sports and
entrepreneurial ventures,”

he stated. Mr. Kovind was ad-
dressing the 19th Annual
Convocation of the Universi-
ty of Kashmir in Srinagar
amid tight security.

Appeal to youth

He called upon the younger

generation of Kashmir to

learn from J&K’s rich legacy.
“Kashmir has always been

a beacon of hope for the rest

pdf was orlgmally uploaded to Brllexpress Official (https://t.me/The:Hindu_Express) before anyone els

of India. Violence, which
was never part of ‘Kashmiri-
yat’, became the daily reali-
ty. It is alien to Kashmiri cul-
ture and an aberration, a
temporary one like a virus
that attacks the body and
needs to be purged,” he ob-
served. J&K was witnessing a
new beginning and making
efforts to regain its lost glory,
he said.

Culture Ministry statement
said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said in a series of
tweets that he was delighted
by the development.

“Dholavira was an impor-
tant urban centre and is one
of our most important lin-
kages with our past. It is a
must visit, especially for
those interested in history,
culture and archaeology. I
first visited Dholavira during
my student days and was
mesmerised by the place,”
Mr. Modi said.

putes can be resolved only
with the cooperation of the
State governments con-
cerned and that the Central
government acts only as a
facilitator for amicable set-
tlement of the dispute in the
spirit of mutual understand-
ing,” said the written reply.

The CAA was notified on
December 12, 2019 and
came into force on January
10, 2020, the Ministry re-
plied to a question from
Congress leader Gaurav Go-
goi on what steps were be-
ing taken to frame the CAA
rules.

The passage of the CAA,
apart from the issue of Na-
tional Register of Citizens,
had triggered widespread
public protests for several
weeks in the country. Sever-
al Opposition parties op-
posed the Act. The law aims
to grant citizenship to un-
documented migrants be-
longing to six non-Muslim
communities from Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Bangladesh
who entered India on or be-
fore December 31, 2014.

IN BRIEF

‘Combat politics of fear
with progressive agenda’
GHAZIABAD

Rashtriya Lok Dal president
Jayant Chaudhary said on
Tuesday that if the politics of
fear and polarisation on
religious lines needs to be
combatted, a progressive and
development-oriented vision
needs to be spelt out for
voters in Uttar Pradesh. Mr.
Chaudhary was speaking at
the launch of the party's Lok
Sankalp 2022 Committee
that will oversee its
declaration of manifesto.

Navy joins exercise
along east African coast
NEW DELHI

Indian Naval ship Talwar is
participating in the Exercise
Cutlass Express, 2021, being
conducted from July 26 to
August 6, along the East
Coast of Africa. "The exercise
focusses on East Africa's
coastal regions and is
designed to assess and
improve combined maritime
law enforcement capacity,
promote national and
regional security,” a Navy
statement said on Tuesday.

Youth shot dead by
gunmen in Srinagar
SRINAGAR

A youth was shot dead by
unidentified gunmen in
Srinagar on Tuesday. The
gunmen opened fired from a
close range on Mehran Ali
Pathan, 25, in Nawa Kadal
area. "Pathan was shifted to a
hospital, but he died of his
injuries," an official said.
Pathan, a resident of Safa
Kadal, suffered multiple
bullet wounds in the incident
that took place around 11.30
a.m. at Bulbul Lanker lane,
according to officials.

3 foreigners held in U.P.
on trafficking charges
LUCKNOW

The Uttar Pradesh
Anti-Terrorism Squad said it
had arrested three men — one
Bangladeshi and two
Myanmar nationals — on
charges of trafficking people
from these countries and
getting them work through
fake documents. The ATS said
it apprehended five persons,
including the three men, at
Ghaziabad while they were on
a train journey to Delhi. Two
girls aged 16 and 18 were
sent to a government

home in Lucknow.

TRUST,

Name of Patient: Prince Akash Kewalramani, 3
years. Hospital Name: Mazumdar Shaw Medical
Center. Diagnosis: Thalassemia Major and B Cell Acute
Lymphoblastic Leukemia (a type of Blood Cancer).
The only curative treatment for both these conditions
is Bone Marrow Transplant. The estimated cost of
the transplant at this hospital is approximately Rs.
35,80,000/-. We request Kind Hearted Philanthropists
to save him. Kindly send donation by Cheque/D.D/M.O favouring
Save Poor Lives and on the back of Cheque write A/c Prince Akash
Kewalramani. Our Account Details: S/B Account No. 20000913487,
State Bank of India, Raja Annamalaipuram Branch, and IFSC CODE:
SBIN0001855. You can donate Google Pay No0.9884607377, UPI Id:
sbsmani134@oksbi which is exempted under 80G of I.T. Act.

Contact: SAVE POOR LIVES REGISTERED PUBLIC CHARITABLE
(ADMIN DIVISION) Flat No. A1,
Ground Floor, Old No.76, Kamarajar Salai, Raja Annamalaipuram,
Chennai-600028. Ph: 044-42044165, Mobile: 9884607377, E-mail:
savepoorlives@gmail.com Our website: www.savepoorlives.com
Donation sent to various hospital in July month for Rs. 2,48,306/-
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Opposition unrelenting in Parliament

Parties continue protest over Pegasus and farm laws, causing multiple adjournments in both Houses

Plan for adjournment motion

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Both Houses of Parliament
saw multiple adjournments
on Tuesday, the Lok Sabha
as many as 10, before being
adjourned for the day as the
Opposition continued with
its protests against the go-
vernment on the Pegasus is-
sue and the three controver-
sial farm laws.

The Rajya Sabha, like the
Lok Sabha on Monday, man-
aged to pass the Marine Aids
to Navigation Bill, 2021 with a
voice vote amid sloganeering
and protests by the Opposi-
tion. The Lok Sabha cleared
the Factoring Regulation Bill,
2020 and the National Insti-
tutes of food Technology and
Management Bill, 2021 in a
similar manner on Monday.

Rajya Sabha chairperson
M. Venkaiah Naidu, amid dis-

Bengal govt.
sees bias in
NHRC report

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

The West Bengal govern-
ment, in an affidavit sub-
mitted in the Calcutta High
Court, has refuted the alle-
gations made by the com-
mittee of the National Hu-
man Rights Commission
(NHRC) on post-poll vio-
lence in the State as
“sweeping homilies, ab-
surd, and false”.

“I state that the mem-
bers of the Committee have
close association with the
BJP and/or the Central go-
vernment. Such members
have been deliberately
chosen who have an inhe-
rent bias against the ruling
dispensation and accord-
ingly predisposed to give a
negative report about law
and order situation in West
Bengal,” the affidavit said.

The matter is likely be
heard again by the High
Court on July 28.

in New Delhi on Tuesday. =pTi

ruptions during Zero Hour,
said he would not be forced
“like this” through “unde-
mocratic method” to give in
to Opposition demands.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla told Opposition mem-
bers who kept up protests in
the House through all its 10
adjournments, that MPs

Calling attention: Members protesting in the Rajya Sabha

should not be “competing to
raise slogans” and that they
should raise issues pertain-
ing to people.

While members of the
Congress, CPI, CPI(M) and
the Trinamool Congress
were protesting over the
snooping row, the Shiromani
Akali Dal, Bahujan Samaj

SANDEEP PHUKAN
NEW DELHI
Former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi and nine
other Opposition leaders
would be moving
adjournment motions in the
Lok Sabha to discuss the
Pegasus issue by suspending
all other regular business.
This was decided after

Party, and the Samajwadi
Party raised slogans against
the three farm laws. Despite
assurances by Mr. Birla and
subsequent Chairs Bhratru-
hari Mahtab and Rajendra
Agarwal that members
would be given ample oppor-
tunities to raise issues, the
protests continued.

top Opposition leaders,
including Mr. Gandhi, met
on Tuesday evening at the
Congress Parliamentary
Party office.

Among those present
were Kanimozhi and T.R.
Baalu (DMK), Supriya Sule
(NCP), Arvind Sawant (Shiv
Sena) and Hasnain Masoodi
(National Conference).

Long after the Lok Sabha
had adjourned for the day,
two Congress MPs from Pun-
jab, Ravneet Bittu and Gur-
jeet Singh Aujla, continued
to protest in the House for
the scrapping of farm laws.
“They were persuaded to
leave a little before 9 p.m.,” a
Lok Sabha official said.

N. Ram, Sashi Kumar move SC

Petition seeks probe into snooping row and full disclosure from the government

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Senior journalists N. Ram
and Sashi Kumar have
moved the Supreme Court
seeking an independent
probe headed by a former or
sitting judge of the court into
the alleged mass surveil-
lance of over 142 potential
“targets”, including journal-
ists, lawyers, Ministers, Op-
position politicians, consti-
tutional functionaries and
civil society activists, using
military-grade Israeli spy-
ware Pegasus.

The petition said, “Such
mass surveillance using a
military-grade spyware
abridges several fundamen-
tal rights and appears to re-
present an attempt to infil-
trate, attack and destabilise
independent  institutions
that act as critical pillars of
our democratic set-up”.

It sought a full disclosure
from the government on

Such mass surveillance
using a military-grade

spyware abridges several
fundamental rights and
appears to represent an

attempt to infiltrate, attack
and destabilise independent institutions that act
as critical pillars of our democratic set-up

N. RAM & SASHI KUMAR
SENIOR JOURNALISTS

whether it had authorised
snooping which, it said,
seemed to be an attempt to
muzzle free speech and to
chill dissent. The govern-
ment had still not given a
straight answer to whether
the illegal hack was done
with its blessings, it noted.
“Respondents [Ministries
of Home, Information Tech-
nology and Communica-
tions] have not categorically
ruled out obtaining Pegasus
licences to conduct surveil-
lance in their response, and
have taken no steps to en-
sure a credible and indepen-

dent investigation into these
extremely serious allega-
tions,” it highlighted.

‘Civilians targeted’

The spying had caused se-
rious dents on the rights to
free speech and privacy. It
had no legal basis. In fact,
the legal regime for surveil-
lance under Section 5(2) of
the Telegraph Act had been
completely bypassed. Civi-
lians had become targets, it
stated.

“Surveillance/intercep-

tion is justified only in cases
of public emergency or in

the interests of public safety,
and the existence of such
conditions must be inferred
reasonably and cannot be
determined solely on the as-
sessment of the govern-
ment... The hack/intercep-
tion/decryption occasioned
by the Pegasus spyware con-
stitutes a criminal offence,”
it pointed out.

The software, manufac-
tured by Israeli cyberarms
firm NSO Group Technolo-
gies Limited, is “extremely
advanced and capable of in-
fecting a mobile phone/dev-
ice without any interaction
with the owner”. “It can con-
duct extremely intrusive sur-
veillance, including tracking
and recording calls, reading
text and WhatsApp messag-
es, collecting passwords,
reading emails, accessing
photos and videos, activat-
ing camera and microphone
and enabling them to record
events,” the petition noted.

Settle OBC quota issue in
medical seats soon: PM

On July 26, Centre told HC that it will be resolved in a week

NISTULA HEBBAR
NEW DELHI

In a significant develop-
ment, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has directed that
the issue of reservation for
Other Backward Classes
(OBC) in the all-India quota
in medical seats in State go-
vernment-run medical col-
leges be resolved “on top
priority” and out of court by
the Ministries involved.

This was conveyed to Mi-
nisters for Education and
Health Dharmendra Prad-
han and Mansukh Mandavi-
ya and secretaries of their
Ministries as well as senior
officers of the Ministries of
Law and Social Justice at a
meeting presided over by
Mr. Modi on Monday even-
ing.

“Under current condi-
tions, 15% of undergraduate
and 50% of postgraduate
seats in State government
medical colleges are ear-
marked as all-India quota.
For admission, Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
have reservation in this quo-
ta but there is no reservation
for OBCs. Prime Minister
Modi wants that this long-
standing demand by OBC
students be resolved soon,
even as several cases are
pending before different
courts across the country for
many years now,” said a go-
vernment official privy to
the meeting.

At the meeting, Mr. Modi
also directed the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
to implement reservation

for the Economically Weak-
er Sections (EWS) in medical
education. He asked the Mi-
nistry to review the status of
implementation of EWS qu-
otas in various institutions of
medical education.

DMK petition
The meeting and the urgen-
cy with regard to resolving
the OBC quota issue comes
even as the Centre told the
Madras High Court on Mon-
day that the matter will be
resolved in a week’s time.
The court was hearing a
contempt of court petition
moved by the DMK, in which
it pointed out that there was
a delay in carrying out the
court’s earlier order that the
quota be implemented in
the academic year 2021-22.

Media network wants Blinken
to flag threats to press freedom

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A global network of editors,
media executives and lead-
ing journalists, the Interna-
tional Press Institute (IPI),
on Tuesday called on United
States Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken to raise the is-
sue of press freedom with
Indian leaders during bilat-
eral meetings.

The IPI wrote to Mr. Blin-
ken, who is visiting India this
week, to bring to his notice
“the stifling press freedom
environment in which inde-
pendent media is operating
in India, amidst threats and
legal harassment by the go-
vernment at the Centre and
in the States ruled by the
Bharatiya Janata Party”.

The IPI letter noted that
18 attacks on journalists,
eight arrests and 20 cases of
“legal harassment” of jour-
nalists had been recorded by

Antony Blinken

the IPI so far this year.

“The government of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has displayed com-
plete intolerance to criticism
and resorted to legal harass-
ment to punish those jour-
nalists and media organisa-
tions who are critical of its
policies and speak truth to
power... The recent revela-
tions that some 40 journal-
ists were targeted with the

Pegasus spyware shows the
extent to which the govern-
ment has gone to invade the
professional and private
lives of journalists in order
to stifle press freedom and
human rights in the coun-
try,” the letter stated.

Dainik Bhaskar raids

The IPI also highlighted the
raids by the Income Tax De-
partment on the offices of
Dainik Bhaskar.

“The newspaper has ex-
tensively covered the impact
of the health crisis and pu-
blished photos of dead bo-
dies floating in the river,
which offended the govern-
ment. We, therefore, urge
you to raise the issue of
press freedom during your
bilateral meetings with In-
dian leaders,” the letter,
which was signed by IPI ex-
ecutive director Barbara
Trionfi, said.

Seven parties seek
Kovind’s intervention

Cong., Trinamool, DMK not among petitioners

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Seven Opposition parties have
written to President Ram Nath Ko-
vind seeking his intervention to di-
rect the government to debate the
farmers’ issues and Pegasus row in
the ongoing monsoon session.

“We Members of Parliament of
various political parties are writing
to you to seek an appointment to
apprise you of two disturbing deve-
lopments including the complete
stonewalling of demands of the
peasantry to repeal the three agri-
cultural laws as well as use of Israeli
spyware Pegasus to tape tele-
phones of politicians, journalists
and activists,” said the letter,
signed by Akali Dal leader Harsim-
rat Badal, NCP’s Supriya Sule, BSP’s
Ritesh Pandey and Danish Ali, CPI
(M)’s P.R. Natrajan, CPI’s M. Selva-
raj, erstwhile BJP ally Rashtriya
Loktantrik Party leader Hanuman
Beniwal and National Conference’s
Hasnain Masoodi.

None of the major Opposition

parties, including the Congress,
the Trinamool Congress or the
DMK signed the letter.

“You would appreciate that a hu-
man tragedy is unfolding on the
borders of Delhi with more than
550 farmers already having lost
their lives during the course of the
ongoing ‘Kisan Andolan’ [farmers’
agitation]. The livelihoods of mil-
lions more are at stake due to the
three agricultural laws which have
been made with the express pur-
pose of handing over the agricul-
ture sector to corporations,” the
letter to the President said.

The letter also flags the Pegasus
spyware cyber attack. The use of
Pegasus software “to tape tele-
phone numbers of politicians as
well as journalists and activists be-
sides known detractors of the NDA
government has sent shockwaves
amongst civil society,” it said. “Des-
pite these revelations, the Union
government is refusing to disclose
why it had used this software
against its own citizens,” it said.

Expose Opposition parties,
Modi tells BJP legislators

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

As both Houses of Parliament con-
tinued to see protests by the Oppo-
sition and frequent adjournments,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday told the BJP MPs to “ex-
pose” the Opposition parties for
disrupting proceedings when the
government had repeatedly said it
was willing to discuss any issue.

Addressing a meeting of the
BJP’s parliamentary party, Mr. Mo-
di said the Congress’s attitude was
reflected in the fact that it did not
turn up for the all-party meeting
chaired by him on the COVID-19
pandemic and the vaccination pol-
icy of the government. Sources pre-
sent at the meeting said he asked
party MPs to go to their constituen-
cies on August 15 and convey this
message.

PM Narendra Modi and Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh leaving after
the BJP meeting on Tuesday. =pmi

He also asked the BJP MPs to
mark 75 years of Independence by
organising programmes in every
village of their constituencies, ac-
cording to Minister of State for Par-
liamentary Affairs Arjun Ram
Meghwal, who briefed the media
after the meeting.
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4" Floor, Integrated Office Complex for Animal Husbandry and Fisheries Department, 571, Anna Salai, Saidapet Veterinary Polyclinic Campus,
Nandanam P.0., Chennai-35 Tel. No. 044-24345362, Fax No. 044 - 24345361 e-mail: tnida@tn.nic.in: tnida2016@gmail.com
o TENDER NOTICE = .
Sealed tenders are invited under “Two Cover” System for the supply of the following items to Animal Husbandry Department.

S. No. ltems Quantity (in Nos.)
1. Grass cutter 2500
2 Autoclave (20 litres capacity) 60
3. Hydraulic Surgical Table 32
4. Electrocautery Machine 32
5 Orthopaedic Surgical Equipment Set (Basic) 28
6 Bulk Liquid Nitrogen Storage Silo — 3000 Litre capacity 1
7. Water Purification System 3
8 Disposable Needle (20G) 44,25,000

Individual tender documents with full details can be downloaded free of cost from www.tenders.tn.gov.in up to
26.08.2021,5.00 P.M. Pre-Bid Meeting on 10.08.2021
Last date for submission of tenders: 27.08.2021, 11.00 A.M.

Corrigendum/Addendum to this publication, if any, would appear only on the above website.
DIPR/2213/TENDER/2021 Chief Executive Officer

% ODISHA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
ADVERTISEMENT NO.10 of 2021-2022

RECRUITMENT TO THE POSTS OF PROFESSORS IN DIFFERENT

STATE PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES UNDER THE ADMINISTRATIVE
CONTROL OF THE HIGHER EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

WEBSITE - http://opsc.gov.in

Online applications are invited from the prospective candidates for the posts
of Associate Professors in different State Public Universities of Odisha. This
recruitment covers across 44 subjects comprising total vacancies across
subjects at 183 (24-W, ST-4). The online registration shall start from 25.08.2021.

EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION :
A.

(i) Aneminentscholar having Ph.D degree in the concerned/allied/relevant discipline.
(ii) Minimum of 10 research Publications in the peer-reviewed of UGC-listed journals.

(iii) A total Research score of 120 as per table-2 Annexure-ll of UGC
guidelines - 2018.

(iv) Minimum ten years, of teaching in University and college as Assistant Professor/
Associate Professor/ Professor.

or

Research experience in University/ National Level Institution having
successfully guided doctoral candidate.

B OR

(i) Anoutstanding professional, having a Ph.D. degree in the relevant/allied/applied
disciplines from any National academic institutions/ industry.

(ii) Outstanding research credentials having impressive citation index/patent
(process/product) /having significant contribution in concerned/allied/relevant
discipline.

(iii) Minimum ten years research experiences in the field.

® Application fee- Rs. 400/- for candidates other than SC, ST and PWD candidates.
® Last date for online registration and payment is 24.09.2021.

® Last date for submission online application is 01.10.2021.

® For details the prospective candidates are requested to visit OPSC Website
http://opsc.gov.in.

HOW TO APPLY :

Candidate must go through details of this advertisement available in the
Website of OPSC before filling up online application form.

Candidates having eligibility as per Category "A" must apply online through
the website http://www.opsc.gov.in and for candidates coming under
Category "B" should submit the copies of credential as other supporting
evidentiary document in a sealed cover super scribed
" for the post of Professor " to be delivered to the Additional Secretary,
OPSC, Cantonment Road, Cuttack.

CUTTACK
DATE:- 27.07.2021

SECRETARY
ODISHA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION, CUTTACK

D-68:

OIPR-12002/11/0045/2122 ]

Chennai Petroleum Corporation Limited
(A group company of IndianQil)
Regd. Office : 536, Anna Salai, Teynampet, Chennai 600 018

Tel: 044-24346807 / 24349959 E-Mail : shankarp@cpcl.co.in
Website: www.cpcl.co.in; CIN: L40101TN1965G0I1005389

PUBLIC NOTICE OF CONVENING 55™ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
THROUGH VC / OAVM

Notice is hereby given that, the 55" Annual General Meeting (“AGM”) of the members of Chennai Petroleum
Corporation Limited (“Company”) will be held on Friday, the 20/08/2021 at 03:00 p.m. (IST) through Video
Conferencing (“VC”) / Other Audio-Visual Means (“OAVM”), in compliance with the applicable provisions of
the Companies Act, 2013 and the rules notified there under and the Securities and Exchange Board of India
(Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015 read with all applicable circulars on
the matter issued by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs ("MCA") and the Securities and Exchange Board of
India (“SEBI”) to transact the business set out in the notice calling the AGM.

The VC / OAVM facility for the meeting shall be provided by KFin Technologies Pvt. Ltd. (“KFTPL”), to
transact the business set out in the Notice convening the AGM. The members can attend and participate in
the AGM only through VC / OAVM as no provision has been made to attend the AGM in person. The
attendance through VC / OAVM will be counted for the purpose of reckoning the quorum for the AGM.

In compliance with the MCA & SEBI Circular(s), the Notice setting out the business to be transacted at the
AGM together with the Annual Report of the Company for the year 2020-21 is being sent electronically to
those members whose email address is registered with the Company / Depository Participant(s). No physical
copies of the Notice and the Annual Report would be sent to any member. The Notice of the AGM and the
Annual Report will also be available on the Company's website at www.cpcl.co.in and on the website of the
Stock Exchanges, i.e. BSE Limited and National Stock Exchange of India Limited at www.bseindia.com and
www.nseindia.com, respectively, and on the website of KFTPL at https://evoting.kfintech.com.

Process for registration of email address for obtaining Annual Report for e-voting and updation of
bank account mandate for receipt of dividend:

Physical Holding | Send a request to the RTAi.e. KFin at karisma.kfintech.com providing Folio No., Name

of member, scanned copy of the share certificate (front and back), PAN (self-attested
scanned copy of PAN card), AADHAR (self-attested scanned copy of Aadhar Card) for
registering email address.

Following additional details need to be provided in case of updating Bank Account
Details:

a) Name and Branch of the Bank in which you wish to receive the dividend,
b) BankAccounttype,

c) Bank Account Number allotted by their banks after implementation of Core
Banking Solutions

d) 9digit MICR Code Number,
e) 11digitIFSC Code
f)  Scanned copy of the Cancelled Cheque Leaf bearing the name of the first member.

Demat Holding | Please contact your Depository Participant (DP) and register your email address and

bank account details in your demat account, as per the process advised by your DP.

Further, those members who have not registered their email addresses and mobile nos. and in consequence
could not be served the Annual Report and Notice of AGM, may temporarily get themselves registered with
KFin, by clicking the link https://ris.kfintech.com/email_registration/ for sending the same.

Manner of casting vote(s) through e-voting and joining the AGM through VC/OAVM:

Members will have an opportunity to cast their vote(s) on the business as set out in the Notice of the AGM

through remote e-voting facility (“remote e-voting”). The facility for e-voting will also be made available during

the AGM to those members who could not cast their vote(s) through remote e-voting. The detailed procedure

for e-voting before as well as during the AGM is provided in the Notice of the AGM.

Members may send their requests for Change / Updation of Address, Nominations:

« Forshares held in dematerialized form - to their respective Depository Participant

« For shares held in physical form - to the RTA, M/s. KFin Technologies Private Limited, Selenium,
Tower B, Plot No.31 & 32, Financial District, Gachibowli, Hyderabad — 500032 or atthe registered office
ofthe Company

Members are requested to carefully read all the notes set out in the Notice of the AGM and in particular,
instructions for joining the AGM and manner of casting vote through remote e-voting and e-voting at the AGM.

For Chennai Petroleum Corporation Limited

Sd/-

] P. Shankar

Place : Chennai Company Secretary
Dated : July 28, 2021 M.No. A7624
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Right to health
has taken back
seat: pleain SC

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday asked the Union
government to respond to
a petition that said the fun-
damental right to health
had taken a back seat as pa-
tients were forced to
choose between expensive
private care and an “in-
adequate” public health
sector, especially during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

A Bench led by Chief Jus-
tice of India (CJI) N.V. Ra-
mana issued notice on the
petition filed jointly by Jan
Swasthya Abhiyan, Pa-
tients’ Rights Campaign
and Gopakumar K.M. for
the proper implementa-
tion of the Clinical Esta-
blishments (Registration
and Regulation) Act of
2010, the Clinical Esta-
blishment (Central Govern-
ment) Rules of 2012 and
the Patients’ Rights Char-
ter. “The regulation of
standards in clinical esta-
blishments adopted as a
national policy goal by Go-
vernment of India nearly
two decades ago is yet to
be effectively implemented
across the country. This is,
therefore, a denial of the
right to a dignified life,” the
petition, represented by
senior advocate Sanjay Pa-
rikh, said.

15 crore vaccine doses
expected in Aug.: Paul

India likely to miss the target of 51 crore doses for July

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Union government ex-
pects to have 15 crore vac-
cine doses available for ad-
ministration in August, V.K.
Paul, Chairman of the Na-
tional Expert Group on Vac-
cine Administration for CO-
VID-19 (NEGVAC), said on
Tuesday.

“We have a visibility of
about 15 crore doses,” Dr.
Paul said at a press briefing.
“We produce and we inject.
A part of what we produce
goes into testing and the
batches are released in a cer-
tain way.” About 25% of the
population has received at
least one dose and 7% is fully
inoculated.

Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya had said last
week that 2.5 crore doses of
Covaxin would be available
in July and 3.5 crore in Au-
gust. The earlier estimates
were that at least six crore
doses of Covaxin would be
available from July. India’s
target was to administer 51
crore doses by July. So far, 44
crore doses have been
administered.

Based on the supply, it is
improbable that the target
will be reached in the next

Bihar seeks details of
wards of bureaucrats
studying in govt. schools

Move follows directive by Patna HC

AMARNATH TEWARY
PATNA

The Bihar government has
sought details of children of
bureaucrats studying in go-
vernment schools in all the
38 districts of the State.

The move follows an inte-
rim order issued by the Pat-
na High Court on July 13, ask-
ing the Bihar government to
furnish details of the wards
of IAS, IPS and Class-1 and II
officers in the State services
studying in government
schools. The court directive
came on a writ petition filed

by guest schoolteachers
whose services were
terminated.

The Additional Chief Se-
cretary of the State Educa-
tion Department, Sanjay Ku-
mar, said in view of the court
order, he had written to all
District Magistrates (DMs),
Superintendents of Police
(SPs) and district education
officers to collect the details.

Review meeting

The State Chief Secretary
will hold a review meeting
through  videoconference
with all the DMs and SPs on
August 4, he said. The court
is scheduled to hear the case
on August 16.

Earlier, while responding
to a counter-affidavit filed by
the Chief Secretary in the
case, Justice Anil Kumar
Upadhyay of the Patna High
Court had observed: “The
Chief Secretary has made tall
claims and highlighted the
steps taken for improvement
in the quality of education
but those policies and
schemes are only glorifying
the records where these pol-
icy documents are main-
tained to understand the
qualitative change and im-
provement. The court is of
the considered view that im-
provement in the system can
be gauged by the faith of pe-
ople towards the system.”

“Let the Chief Secretary
convene a videoconference
of DMs of all the districts of
the State to solicit the infor-
mation from them as to how
many wards of the IAS and
IPS and Class-I and II officers
in the State services are un-
dergoing studies in the go-
vernment-run elementary
and other schools. The CS
shall file an affidavit, furnish-
ing details of wards of the
elite class studying in go-
vernment-run schools, as it
will instil confidence in so-
ciety,” the court said.

Slight uptick

On July 27, the seven-day rolling average of daily
vaccinations in the country stood at 4.3 million, which was
similar to the levels recorded around the third week of June
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four days.

The government has said
it plans to inoculate all
adults — about 94.4 crore
persons — by the year-end.
For that, nearly one crore
doses have to be adminis-
tered a day, while India has
generally averaged about 0.5
crore for most of this month.

Of the vaccines adminis-
tered so far, Covaxin com-
prises about 15%.

Bharat Biotech said in
May that it took four months
for a batch of Covaxin to be
manufactured and readied
for supply. Thus, production
of batches of Covaxin that
were initiated during March

BJP MPs walk out of Standing Committee on IT

Move comes hours after Union Minister Bhupender Yadav holds ‘informal meet for party lawmakers

SOBHANA K. NAIR
NEW DELHI

BJP members on Tuesday
staged a walkout from the
meeting of the Standing
Committee on Information
and Technology, headed by
senior Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor, claiming
that the rules did not permit
committee meetings to be
held while Parliament was in
session. The committee was
also set to discuss the Pega-
sus case on Wednesday.
Hours before the BJP MPs
walked out of the meeting,
Union Environment and La-
bour Minister Bhupender Ya-
dav had called for an “infor-
mal” meeting of the BJP

Railway personnel told not to use private email for o

S. VIJAY KUMAR
CHENNAI

The Ministry of Railways has
directed officials across its
network to use @gov.in or
@nic.in domain email ser-
vices only for all formal com-
munications. The instruc-
tions follow an alert issued
by a Central law enforce-
ment agency to the Chair-
man, Railway Board, which
specifically prohibited the
use of private email services
such as Gmail and Yahoo for

I
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this year would be ready for
supply only in June, the
company had said in a state-
ment. At that point, about 2-
2.5 crore doses of Covaxin
had reportedly been sup-
plied. That implies that only
the batches produced in
April would be ready for
supply by July.

At Tuesday’s briefing,
Joint Secretary, Health Mi-
nistry, Lav Agarwal said par-
ticipants who had participat-
ed in the clinical trials for
Covaxin would get certifi-
cates only if they had not
been administered a place-
bo and the trial was unblind-
ed.

Bhupender Yadav

members of the IT panel.
Awkwardly, the invitation
for the meeting also went to
CPI(M) MP P.R. Natarajan.
“Around 1 p.m., I got a call
from Mr. Yadav’s office say-
ing that the Minister wants to
meet. I was surprised, since I

official communications.

In an advisory sent out to
the General Managers of all
Zonal Railways, heads of
production units and other
Railway establishments, the
Railway Board said the initia-
tive was part of measures ta-
ken by the Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information
Technology to secure go-
vernment websites, “consi-
dering the increased threat
perception in the cyber

SC mulls PM CARES Fund for orphans

Report raises fears of trafficking among 75,000 children hit by the pandemic

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Over 75,000 children have
been orphaned, abandoned
or have lost a parent during
the COVID-19 pandemic, and
many of them may become
victims of human trafficking
rackets or descend into
crime, a report in the Su-
preme Court said on Tues-
day.

An affidavit filed by the
National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR) on July 26 showed
that 6,855 children had been
orphaned between April 1,
2020 and July 23, 2021. The
Commission pointed out
that each of these children

I was talking to the district

judicial officers... They said
they keep getting frantic calls from
the children asking them to be
taken back to observation homes...

These children should not be left
in a position where they have to
fend for themselves

L. NAGESWARA RAO,
SC JUDGE

had their own individual so-
cial backgrounds. A one-
size-fits-all scheme for all
children may not work.

The Bench of Justices L.
Nageswara Rao and Ani-
ruddha Bose orally asked the
Union government whether

the Prime Minister’s Citizen
Assistance and Relief in
Emergency Situations Fund
(PM CARES Fund) could be
extended to children or-
phaned during the COVID-19
months and not just those
whose parent or guardian

died due to the virus.

The scheme originally
proposed to fund the educa-
tional requirements, in the
form of uniforms, textbooks,
etc. The scheme would also
offer financial help to chil-
dren for their higher educa-
tion.

The Supreme Court also
questioned West Bengal’s
claim that only 27 children
had become orphans during
the COVID-19 months. The
court even threatened to or-
der a separate probe. It di-
rected the District Magis-
trates to collect information.

The Bench was hearing a
suo motu case on children
impacted by the pandemic.

Notice to Centre, Delhi on vaccine for homeless

We expect a response on what steps are being taken to vaccinate them, SC says

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day asked the Union and the
Delhi governments about
the steps taken to vaccinate
the homeless.

A Bench led by Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud refused to
take an “elitist view” to “res-
train beggars, vagabonds
and the homeless” from
begging at traffic junctions,
markets and public places.

had not sought any appoint-
ment with him,” Mr. Natara-
jan told The Hindu.

At 2 p.m., Mr. Natarajan
went to Mr. Yadav’s room in
the Parliament. “He asked
me if I was a member of the
IT committee? I said yes.
Then he asked me which par-
ty I was from. When I told
him I was from the CPI(M),
he apologised and said it was
a meeting only for the BJP
members,” Mr. Natarajan
said.

At 4 p.m., the Standing
Committee of IT met on the
agenda: “To hear the views
of the individuals/stakehol-
ders/organisations in con-
nection with the examina-

Insisting on the use of go-
vernment domain email
identities and reiterating an
earlier order, which also em-
phasised the use of
@gov.in/@nic.in services for
uninterrupted services and
security reasons, the adviso-
ry added that to secure web
portals and prevent any
sniffing attacks, the web-
sites, both Internet and in-
tranet and other sub-do-
mains of respective Railway
units, should obtain secure

The court said several so-
cio-economic problems
drove people into begging.
Their poverty could not be
wished away by passing an
order to remove them from
the streets. It, however, took
a serious note of a petition
by Kush Kalra, represented
by advocate Mohit Paul, that
the government should take
measures to ensure that the
homeless were vaccinated.

It recorded in its order,

tion of the subject ‘Review of
functioning of Central Board
of Film Certification (CBFC)’
relating to Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting in
context of the draft ‘Cinema-
tograph (Amendment) Bill,
202r”

Right at the outset, BJP MP
Nishikant Dubey, according
to multiple sources, said
committee meetings can’t be
held during a Parliament ses-
sion. It was pointed out to
him that five other commit-
tee meetings were held on
Tuesday. He then said the
agenda was not notified in
time. He, along with five oth-
er BJP MPs, walked out of the
meeting.

socket layer (SSL) certifica-
tion at the earliest.

Private entities

It was noticed that websites
of a number of field units
were designed, developed
and hosted through private
entities that did not conform
to the Guidelines for Indian
Government Websites
(GIGW) Version 2.0, 2019.
Many such websites were
not hosted on .gov.in or .ni-
c.in domain, it added.

“We are issuing notice to Un-
ion of India and Delhi go-
vernment at this stage, since
the immediate issue is of
vaccinating the homeless in
Delhi and to ensure medical
facilities. We expect a res-
ponse from the Union of In-
dia and GNCTD [The Go-
vernment of  National
Capital Territory of Delhi]
on what steps are being ta-
ken to deal with this human
problem.”

Mr. Kalra submitted that
the homeless, in case they
were ill, had no place to qua-
rantine themselves.

Many were not aware of
social distancing protocols.
If affected by COVID-19, they
were a danger to themselves
and to others.

The court has sought the
assistance of Solicitor-Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta in the
case. The Bench posted the
case after two weeks.

Sunanda case:
court order
adjourned

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Tuesday
adjourned its order on the
framing of charges against
Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor in connection
with the death of his wife,
Sunanda Pushkar, till Au-
gust 18.

Special judge Geetanjli
Goel, who was scheduled
to pronounce the order on
Tuesday, adjourned the
matter for three weeks to
allow the prosecution to
submit additional docu-
ments. The MP, who was at
the videoconference hear-
ing, is on bail in connec-
tion with the case.

Later, speaking to CNN
IBN, Mr. Dubey said, “We
didn’t get the agenda. And
when Parliament is in ses-
sion, our work is to run the
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha.
To hold a meeting at such a
time is not appropriate. The
Chairman is arbitrarily run-
ning his own writ.”

Mr. Natarajan said it was
only after the BJP MPs’ wal-
kout that he realised that the
meeting called by Mr. Yadav
was to organise the protest.

“This clearly shows that
the BJP high command de-
cides how a member should
behave in a standing commit-
tee that is a non-partisan
platform,” he said.

&

1cial work

Urging the authorities
concerned to ensure that
any website developed and/
or owned by any of the field
units should conform to
GIGW Version 2.0 standards
and use only .gov.in or .ni-
c.in domains allotted exclu-
sively and restricted to go-
vernment websites, the
Railway Board underlined
the need for strict com-
pliance to the alert.

The GIGW Version 2.0 was
developed by the National

Informatics Centre (NIC) in
2019 and adopted by the De-
partment of Administrative
Reforms and Public Grie-
vances, Ministry of Person-
nel, Public Grievances and
Pension, as an ‘Integral part
of Central Secretariat Ma-
nual of Office Procedure’.
Railway officials were also
directed to initiate urgent
steps to ensure that the in-
formation available on all
Railway websites was “cur-
rent” and “fully updated”.
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B ACROSS

1 Order staff meeting (7)

5 Heartaches from unlimited crossword-solving (7)
10 Nutritious cereal dip with head of oregano (4)

11 Basically, this reproduces like a copier, maybe? (10)
12 Story by Indian state footballer (6)

13 Over-seers’ growth? (8)

14 Swingers training near Mulund vigorously, start to sweat (9)

SCAN TO PLAY
Display keystrokes of genius. :
Type your answers in our online grids. :
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn O]

16 Detective grilled Spooner after Queen disappeared (5)

17 Order stout with asparagus starter (5)

19 Gifted academic challenged Federer without hesitation (9)

23 Champion Barty, when on a trip, packs leggings and expensive
tops (8)

24 Tips from announcements and quotes at the opening circulating in
stock exchange (6)

26 In African city, student is killed by one boy who waited in vain for
his Dad’s command (10)

27 Go-slow blocks capital (4)

28 Every child has a public image (7)

29 Avtaar sorted out clothes for film technicians (7)

H DOWN
2 An egg, stuffed with batter and topping of dried chamomile’s root,
stewed with veggies in gravy (1,2,4)
3 Ridiculous way of celebrating an event without alcohol (5)
4 North Carolinian belt leather (7)
6 Office’s opening tenders for building arches (6)
7 Shift and Back-space (9)
8 Show how drunk could be these VIPs (4,3)
9 Drug dealer who delivers fast? (5,8)
15 File transfers coded on DOS wanting authentic, digitally licensed
sources (9)
18 Hazarded a guess, finally, about introduction to title scene in a
film (2,5)
20 Faraday’s upcountry place in Europe (7)
21 Atelier used Amazon, say (1-6)
22 In Borneo, lauraceous, ant-proof ironwood tops, perhaps? (6)
25 Rant about replacing police chief in probe (5)

- SUDOKU

6| |1

~ |00

3
&

-+ 100

V4

3
2,

N OO0 W

4
5

W O N

D

5 B

Mo.S555151 Distribubon: wiw knightfealunes com

2|8 |3

DIFFICULTY RATING: WS TS0 Srsy

Solution to puzzle 13310

Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku

VERPEENEL L orer A [812/9]3(6]7(4/9|1
AlT[alLlo]s[s[c[o[r[s[L[E[T] |19 4 6|1|8|5[|3/7|2
Alolo[Lle IR fslolstopie ] |37 . 114/9]2|5 8|6
SIelL eIV IV Eolapiile] 1©13.419/5(11812/7
H o[ e[ T[e[E s]12/8(9|6/7|3[1,4|5]
NIl (1.51718(2/4/9]6|3]!
Rl el B (5]6/3[74[8[2]1]9)
Alc|T|1]o|N]s ONTHEGoﬂiE_g_S‘I 6?3_8_
PIANTolFFlslaTemmier=ts] L7 1.8/2/3]9]6/5(4]

pdf was origéllzaally uploaded to Bril’Express Official (https://t.me/The_HindU_

Express) before anyone elsegsDon’

tf

FAITH
Rama’s truthfulness

Rama’s sterling qualities drew the whole of Ayodhya to Him.
His auspicious qualities attracted not only His subjects, but
also Azhvars and Acharyas, said Akkarakkani Srinidhi, in a
discourse. Nampillai, for instance, would quote extensively
from the Ramayana while giving philosophical explana-
tions. Nampillai’s discourses were well attended, while
those of Naduvil Thiruveedhi Pillai Bhattar also known as
Vagvijaya bhattar were not. This was not relished by Vagvi-
jaya bhattar. One day Vagvijaya bhattar went to the king’s
court to obtain the gifts the king gave to learned men. The
king would usually ask a question and if satisfied with the
answer, he would give the scholar a gift. He asked Vagvijaya
bhattar the following question: “Rama Himself declared that
He was a mortal. Yet He said Jatayu would attain moksha.
How could a mortal grant moksha to anyone?”

Vagvijaya bhattar did not know how to answer the ques-
tion, for both the king’s observations were true. Rama had
indeed said that He was a mortal, and He had also given
moksha to Jatayu. So what was the answer? Vagvijaya bhat-
tar turned to a disciple of Nampillai for help, and asked him
how Nampillai would have answered the question. The sish-
ya said, “Rama never once uttered an untruth. When such a
person says something, the truthfulness of the person will
ensure that whatever he says comes true. So Rama’s truth-
fulness would have been enough to give moksha to Jatayu.”

Vagvijaya bhattar gave this reply to the king and he was
honoured by the king with gifts. He took the gifts to Nampil-
lai and said they rightfully belonged to him, for it was his dis-
ciple’s answer which had pleased the king. From that day
onwards, Vagvijaya bhattar became an ardent devotee of
Nampillai.

orget to joir’ackup channel @Thehind
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China’s sea claims have no basis, says U.S.

We don't seek confrontation with China, but won' flinch when our interests are threatened: Pentagon

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SINGAPORE

Pentagon chief Lloyd Austin
said on Tuesday that Beij-
ing’s expansive claims in the
South China Sea have “no ba-
sis in international law”, tak-
ing aim at China’s growing
assertiveness in the hotly
contested waters.

Mr. Austin’s broadside
came at the start of his first
trip to Southeast Asia as U.S.
Defence Secretary, as he
seeks to rally allies in the re-
gion as a bulwark to China.

President Joe Biden’s ad-
ministration wants to reset
relations with Asian coun-
tries and build alliances to
face Beijing, after the turbu-
lence and unpredictability of
the Donald Trump era.

Speaking in Singapore,
Mr. Austin criticised China’s
actions in the disputed sea,
where Beijing has overlap-
ping territorial claims with
several Southeast Asian
states.

Whitsun Reef in the South China Sea. =afp

“Beijing’s claim to the vast
majority of the South China
Sea has no basis in interna-
tional law,” he said in a
speech hosted by the Inter-
national Institute for Strateg-
ic Studies think tank.

“That assertion treads on
the sovereignty of the states

in the region,” he said, ad-
ding that the U.S. would sup-
port countries in defending
their rights.

China claims almost all of
the resourcerich sea,
through which trillions of
dollars in shipping trade
passes annually, with com-

peting claims from Brunei,
Malaysia, the Philippines,
Taiwan and Vietnam. Beijing
has been accused of deploy-
ing a range of military hard-
ware, including anti-ship
missiles and surface-to-air
missiles there, and ignored a
2016 international tribunal
decision that declared its his-
torical claim over most of the
waters to be without basis.

Rising tensions

Tensions have escalated in
recent months between Beij-
ing and rival claimants.

Manila was angered after
hundreds of Chinese boats
were spotted inside the Phi-
lippines’ Exclusive Econom-
ic Zone, while Malaysia
scrambled fighter jets to in-
tercept Chinese military air-
craft that appeared off its
coast.

Mr. Austin said on Tues-
day the U.S. “will not flinch
when our interests are threa-
tened” — but he insisted

Washington does “not seek
confrontation” with China.

“Iam committed to pursu-
ing a constructive, stable re-
lationship with China, in-
cluding stronger crisis
communications with the
People’s Liberation Army.”

The U.S.-China relation-
ship has deteriorated over a
range of issues from cyberse-
curity and tech supremacy
to human rights in Hong
Kong and Xinjiang.

Mr. Biden has largely kept
the hawkish stance on China
of Mr. Trump, describing the
Asian power as the pre-emi-
nent challenge to the United
States, but has lowered the
temperature and instead em-
phasised working with allies
and working at home to com-
pete better. After Singapore,
Mr. Austin will visit Vietnam
and the Philippines, and will
seek to underline that the
U.S. is a “stabilising force” in
Southeast Asia, said a senior
defence official.

[sraeli war crimes apparent in Gaza assault, says HRW

ASSOCIATED PRESS
JERUSALEM

Human Rights Watch on
Tuesday accused the Israeli
military of carrying out at-
tacks that  “apparently
amount to war crimes” dur-
ing the 11-day war in May
against the Hamas militant
group.

The human rights organi-
sation issued its conclusions
after investigating three Is-
raeli air strikes that it said
killed 62 Palestinian civi-

lians. It said “there were no
evident military targets in
the vicinity” of the attacks.
The report also accused
Palestinian militants of appa-
rent war crimes by launching
more than 4,000 unguided
rockets and mortars at Israeli
population centres. Such at-
tacks, it said, violate “the
prohibition against deliber-
ate or indiscriminate attacks
against civilians”. The re-
port, however, focused on Is-
raeli actions during the fight-

1 dead, 31 injured in blast

at German chemical park

Three staffers missing, say officials

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LEVERKUSEN

One person died and three
were missing after an explo-
sion rocked a chemical park
in the western German city
of Leverkusen on Tuesday,
officials said, but a warning
for residents to stay indoors
was lifted several hours
later.

Another 31 people were
injured in the incident at the
Chempark complex, three
of them seriously, city auth-
orities said in a statement.
All those affected worked at
the site. The cause of the
huge blast, which was heard
several kilometres away and
sent a column of black
smoke into the air, was not
immediately clear.

Germany’s NINA warning
app sent an “extreme dan-

ELSEWHERE

Nearly 970 Mediterranean
migrants have died: UN
GENEVA

The deaths of 57 migrants off
the Libyan coast brings the
number of lives lost on the
central Mediterranean
crossing route this year to
around 970, the United
Nations said on Tuesday. At
least 57 migrants drowned
after their boat sank off
Libya, said the UN's
International Organization
for Migration — the latest
tragedy on the dangerous
Mediterranean Sea crossing
to Europe. Among those
missing are at least 20
women and two toddlers, the
I0OM said in Geneva. arp

4

above the chemical park in
Leverkusen on Tuesday. =ap

ger” alert to residents, tell-
ing them to stay home and
shut doors and windows.
The explosion happened
around 9.40 a.m. at Chem-
park’s waste incineration
site in Leverkusen’s Buerrig
district, according to site
operator Currenta.

ing, and the group said it
would issue a separate re-
port on the actions of Hamas
and other Palestinian mili-
tant groups in August.
“Israeli forces carried out
attacks in Gaza in May that
devastated entire families
without any apparent mili-
tary target nearby,” said Ger-
ry Simpson, associate crisis
and conflict director at HRW.
He said Israel’s “consistent
unwillingness to seriously in-
vestigate  alleged  war

Man convicted
in Hong Kong
under new law

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
HONG KONG

A Hong Kong court convict-
ed a former waiter of terro-
rism and inciting secession
on Tuesday in the first trial
conducted under a nation-
al security law that was im-
posed by China to stamp
out dissent.

Tong Ying-kit, 24, was
charged with terrorism for
driving a motorbike into
three police officers and se-
cession for flying a protest
flag during a rally on July 1
last year, the day after the
national security law was
enacted.

The flag read “Liberate
Hong Kong, revolution of
our times”, a ubiquitous
slogan during the huge and
often violent pro-democra-
cy protests that convulsed
the city two years ago.

Bhutan vaccinates most of
population after donations

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
THIMPU
Bhutan has inoculated most
of its eligible population
with second doses of CO-
VID-19 vaccinations in a
week, in a speedy roll-out
hailed by UNICEF on Mon-
day as a “success story” for
international donations.
More than 4,54,000
shots were administered ov-
er the past week — just over
85% of the eligible adult
population of more than 5.3
lakh people — after a recent
flood of foreign donations.
UNICEF’s Bhutan represen-
tative, Will Parks, hailed the
vaccination drive as a “great
success story for Bhutan”.
The tiny nation had
quickly used up most of the
5.5 lakh AstraZeneca doses

donated by India in late
March and early April for
first jabs, before New Delhi
halted exports.

Faced with a growing
time gap between the first
and second doses, Bhutan
launched an appeal for do-
nations. Five lakh Moderna
doses donated by the U.S.
via Covax and another 2.5
lakh AstraZeneca shots from
Denmark arrived in mid-Ju-
ly. More than 1.5 lakh Astra-
Zeneca, Pfizer and Sino-
pharm shots are also
expected to arrive in the na-
tion of 7.7 lakh people from
Croatia, Bulgaria, China and
other countries. The go-
vernment has meanwhile
bought 2 lakh Pfizer doses
that are expected to be deli-
vered later this year.

Slain President’s security chief held

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PORT-AU-PRINCE
The Haitian police said on
Monday they had arrested
the head of Jovenel Moise’s
security as part of the ongo-
ing investigation into the
President’s July 7 assassina-
tion.

Security chief Jean Laguel
Civil is suspected of involve-
ment in the plot that saw

Moise killed at his home in
the middle of the night by
armed commandos, who by-
passed the President’s
guards without firing a shot.

Civil had already been
placed in solitary confine-
ment at a prison in Delmas,
near Port-au-Prince.

“I can confirm that Jean
Laguel Civil was arrested on
Monday by the police as part

of the investigation into the
assassination of President Jo-
venel Moise,” police spokes-
woman Marie Michelle Ver-
rier said. Port-au-Prince
commissioner Bed-Ford
Claude had already ordered
immigration authorities to
prohibit four police officers
who were responsible for
Moise’s security from leav-
ing the country.

crimes”, coupled with Pales-
tinian rocket fire at Israeli ci-
vilian areas, underscored the
importance of an ongoing in-
vestigation into both sides by
the International Criminal
Court.

The HRW report looked
into Israeli air strikes. The
most serious, on May 16, in-
volved a series of strikes on
Al-Wahda Street, a central
thoroughfare in downtown
Gaza City. The strikes des-
troyed three apartment

buildings and killed a total of
44 civilians, HRW said, in-
cluding 18 children and 14
women. Twenty-two of the
dead were members of a sin-
gle family, the al-Kawlaks.

In its investigation, HRW
concluded that Israel had
used U.S.-made GBU-31 pre-
cision-guided bombs, and
that Israel had not warned
any of the residents to evac-
uate the area ahead of time.
It also found no evidence of
military targets in the area.

Tunisia’s biggest party
calls for talks to end crisis

It asks supporters to avoid protests

REUTERS
TUNIS

Tunisia’s biggest party, the
moderate Islamist Ennahda,
on Tuesday called for a na-
tional dialogue to get the
country out of crisis after it
accused the President of a
coup when he dismissed the
Prime Minister and sus-
pended Parliament.

In areversal of a call early
on Monday to its supporters
to take to the streets against
President Kais Saied’s ac-
tions, Ennahda urged dia-
logue and efforts to avoid ci-
vil strife.

“The movement ... calls
on all Tunisians to increase
solidarity, synergy and un-
ity and to confront all calls
for sedition and civil strife,”
it said in a statement.

Ennahda had already told

supporters through party
branches not to resume a
sit-in outside Parliament
and to avoid protests.
Though some senior party
members wanted to retain a
street presence, its leaders
decided to avoid any further
escalation and allow a pe-
riod of calm, two Ennahda
officials said earlier on
Tuesday.

The area outside the Par-
liament building, the site on
Monday of confrontations
between hundreds of sup-
porters of Ennahda and Mr.
Saied, was empty on Tues-
day morning. Ennahda’s
supporters left on Monday
evening and have not re-
turned. Tunisia is facing its
biggest crisis since the 2011
revolution that introduced
democracy.

Biden, Kadhimi seal deal to end
U.S. combat mission in Iraq

American forces will still operate there in an advisory role

REUTERS
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Joe Biden and
Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa
al-Kadhimi sealed an agree-
ment on Monday formally
ending the U.S. combat mis-
sion in Iraq by the end of
2021, but American forces
will still operate there in an
advisory role.

The agreement comes at a
delicate time for the Iraqi go-
vernment and could be a
boost for Baghdad. Mr. Kad-
himi has faced increasing
pressure from Iran-aligned
parties and paramilitary
groups who oppose the U.S.
military role in the country.

Mr. Biden and Mr. Kadhi-
mi met in the Oval Office for
their first face-to-face talks
as part of a strategic dia-
logue between the United
States and Iraq.

“Our role in Iraq will be ...
to be available, to continue
to train, to assist, to help and
to deal with ISIS as it arises,
but we’re not going to be, by
the end of the year, in a com-
bat mission,” Mr. Biden told
reporters. There are cur-
rently 2,500 U.S. troops in
Iraq focusing on countering
the remnants of Islamic
State. The U.S. role in Iraq
will shift entirely to training
and advising the Iraqi mili-
tary to defend itself.

For Mr. Biden, the deal to
end the combat mission in
Iraq follows decisions to car-
ry out a withdrawal from Af-
ghanistan and wrap up the
U.S. military mission there

Reaching a pact: U.S. President Joe Biden with Iraqi PM
Mustafa al-Kadhimi, left, in the Oval Office on Monday. =arp

by the end of August. To-
gether with his agreement
on Iraq, the Democratic Pre-
sident is moving to formally
complete U.S. combat mis-
sions in the two wars that
then-President George W.
Bush began under his watch
nearly two decades ago.

A U.S.-led coalition invad-
ed Iraq in 2003 based on
charges that then-Iraqi lead-
er Saddam Hussein’s govern-
ment possessed weapons of
mass destruction. Saddam
was ousted from power, but
such weapons were never
found. In recent years, the
U.S. mission was focused on
helping defeat the IS mili-
tants in Iraq and Syria.

U.S. diplomats and troops
in Iraq and Syria were target-
ed in three rocket and drone
attacks earlier this month.
Analysts believed the attacks
were part of a campaign by
Iranian-backed militias.

Mr. Kadhimi, who is seen
as friendly to the U.S., has
tried to check the power of
Iran-aligned militias. But his

government  condemned
U.S. air strikes against Iran-
aligned fighters along its bor-
der with Syria in late June,
calling it a violation of Iraqi
sovereignty. In remarks to
reporters after the talks, Mr.
Kadhimi stressed that his go-
vernment was responsible
for responding to such at-
tacks. He acknowledged that
he had reached out to Teh-
ran to address them. “We
speak to Iranians and others
in an attempt to put a limit to
these attacks, which are un-
dermining Iraq and its role.”

Move welcomed
Several powerful pro-Iran
groups in Iraqg welcomed the
announcement by the U.S.
Conquest Alliance, the polit-
ical wing of Iraq’s Hashed-al-
Shaabi paramilitary net-
work, said it considered Mr.
Biden’s announcement “to
be a positive step towards
the full sovereignty of Iraq”.
“We hope that it will mate-
rialise on the ground.”

(With AFP inputs)

NATO chief urges ‘negotiated
settlement’ in Afghanistan

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BRUSSELS
NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg
on Tuesday reiterated calls
for a “negotiated settle-
ment” with the Taliban in Af-
ghanistan, admitting that
the country faced a “deeply
challenging” security situa-
tion as foreign troops leave.
“The security situation in
Afghanistan remains deeply
challenging, and requires a
negotiated settlement. NA-
TO will continue to support

Afghanistan, including with
funding; civilian presence;
and out-of-country train-
ing,” Mr. Stoltenberg wrote
on Twitter after speaking to
Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani.

Since early May, violence
has surged as the Taliban
launched a sweeping assault
just days after U.S.-led NATO
forces began a withdrawal
which is now almost com-
plete.

Most of NATO’s 10,000-

strong force have already
pulled out of the country af-
ter a decision by President
Joe Biden to bring Washing-
ton’s troops home after two
decades.

UN warning

The United Nations warned
on Monday that Afghanistan
could see the highest num-
ber of civilian deaths in
more than a decade if the Ta-
liban’s offensives across the
country are not halted.
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MALABAR CEMENTS LIMITED
(A Government of Kerala Undertaking), An 1S0 9001 :2015, 14001:2015 Company
Walayar Post, Palakkad-678624-Kerala, Email : materials@malabarcements.com/ bulkmcl@gmail.com

A [NDIAN INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY KOTTAYAM
RSN i e ity of i G of o e by e ol P
o Valavoor PO, Pala, Kottayam (Dt), Kerala -686635
wwwiitkottayam.ac.in . 0482 2202135/ 2100
No.Admn /05/4/HR/IIITK/2021-22 26th July 2021
REQUIREMENT OF ADHOC FACULTY.

Online interview for the following position of this institute will
be conducted from 10.00 AM onwards on 4th Aug. 2021.
Pasition: Adhoc Faculty in in CSE & ECED - Interdisciplinary
Areas -on Contract for six months - Extendable

Emoluments: Rs.65,000/- (Consolidated) per month
Interview: 10.00 AM onwards on 4th Aug. 2021.

Mode of application: Online through www.iiitkottayam.ac.in
before 05.00 pm on 03rd Aug. 2021.

Please refer to the detailed advertisement at

www.iiitkottayam.ac.in for further details Registrar

Coimbatore district with in radius of 100KM
Supply of 2000MT wet fly ash on MCL Walayar basis.

TENDER NOTICE

Visit www.etenders.kerala.gov.in for Online Submission of Bids for:
®  (ollection &Transportation of packed cement from Malabar Cements Ltd., Walayar to various locations in

Gunniting of damaged RCC structures of Pre-heater and Coal Mill building at Plant.

Procurement of 3000MT Iron flue dust on for MCL Walayar basis.

Supply, Erection and Commissioning of solid Flow Feeder 120 TPH.

Disposal of Scrap, thro:‘MSTC'- 1. Disposal of Chrome Steel Scrap 2. Disposal of 2.53 MW Multi Fuel Captive Power
Plant. FOR DETAILS ABOUT SCRAP & DISPOSAL PLEASE VISIT: www.mstcindia.co.in

Sd/- MANAGING DIRECTOR

CPRI

due date will not be considered.

CENTRAL POWER RESEARCH INSTITUTE

(A Govt. of India Society, Ministry of Power)
Post Box No.8066, Prof. Sir. C.V.Raman Road
Sadashivanagar Post Office, Bangalore - 560 080.

invites applications for three positions of Project
Engineers and one position of Project Associate on purely
temporary basis, initially for a period of one year. Interested
candidates may refer website https://cpri.res.in for details
regarding eligibility criteria, educational qualification, experience
etc. and submit their application as per the prescribed format
posted in website with all relevant copies of documents
by post latest by 16.08.2021. Applications received after the

Chief Administrative Officer

@ TIRUMALA TIRUPATI

DEVASTHANAMS:TIRUPATI

MARKETING DEPARTMENT e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

e-tender cum e-Reverse auction is invited for pr t of the following item by the
Marketing Department, T.T.D. Tirupati.
. g EMD Download Starting
SHReiET Quantity S Amount | and Ending Dates
Cardamom 8mm 42,000 4 Month Rs. 27-07-2021
AGEB Variety Kgs. onths | 21,00,000/-|  10-08-2021

https://tender.apeprocurement.gov.in.

0877-2264079,2264555, FaxNo.0877-

For tender notice and details log on to the web site http://www.tirumala.org and

For further details contact Phone Numbers:
2264554.

Roc.No.PR4, 13932/Adv.No.105/PRO/2021/

Dated:27-07-2021 EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Ref : AU/DRD/RUSA 2.0/EMMC/
Equipment/Tender/05/2020-21

Authorized Distributors.

Tender document can be

www.tenders.tn.gov.in .

ANNAMALAI /2, UNIVERSITY

Date: 28.07.2021

//ITENDER NOTIFICATION//

For and on behalf of Annamalai University, sealed tenders are
invited for supply and installation of Equipment for establishing
Educational Multimedia Centre in the Faculty of Education,
Annamalai University, Annamalainagar from the Indian Companies
of Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEM)/Authorized Dealers/

downloaded from the website of

Annamalai University www.annamalaiuniversity.ac.in and

a) | Tender Fee

Rs.2,100/-

b) | Earnest Money Deposit

Rs.40,000/-

¢) | Last date and time for
receipt of tender

18.08.2021 -5.00 p.m.

d) | Date, Time and Venue of
Opening of tender

19-08-2021 - 10.30 a.m.

Syndicate Room, Examination Wing
Annamalai University
Annamalainagar - 608 002.

HIGHER EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
M.S.Building, Bangalore

Selection of Vice-Chancellor of Bengaluru North University

tenure.

1. The Government of Karnataka invites applications for the selection of Vice-Chancellor of
Bengaluru North University, Kolar as per sec. 14(2) of Karnataka State University Act, 2000
from eligible and distinguished Academicians/Professors with following credentials
i) Aperson of the highest level of competence, integrity, morals and institutional commitment;
ii) Adistinguished academician, with a minimum of ten years' of experience as Professorin a

University or ten years' of experience in a reputed research and / or academic adminstrative
organization with proof of having demonstrated academic leadership;

iii) As provided in the sec 14(5) and 14(6) of Karnataka State University Act, 2000, the Vice-
Chancellor shall, subject to the pleasure of the Chancellor, hold the office for a maximum
period of 4 years or until he attains the age of Sixty Seven years whichever is earlier.
Consequently, a person to be appointed as Vice Chancellor shall have clear four years of

2. Persons interested in submitting their candidacy for the Vice-Chancellor of Bengaluru North
University, should make hard copies of the application in triplicate duly filled along with the
academic, research credentials and administrative experience, achievements & other details
in the proforma prescribed by the UGC within 15 days at the latest from the date of publication
of this advertisement, to:- Additional Chief Secretary to Government, Higher Education
Department, 6th Floor, Gate No:02, M.S.Building, Banglore-560 001

3. Single soft copy of the application in PDF format should be mailed to e-mail:
kgsheduni2020@gmail.com

DIPR/DDU/JA/952/2021-22

4. In support of unblemished career and undoubted integrity, the applicant who is retired from
service, should file a self attested certificate to the effect that no departmental/criminal enquiry
is instituted/pending against him or no enquiry is culminated in penalties and he is neither
having the tainted service history nor the appointment dispute. Whereas, in case of applicant
in service, he should file a certificate of his employer in this regard.
subjected to stringent action if certificates are found to be false. Further, the applications not
accompanying the above mentioned certificates will not be considered and processed

5. The application proforma is available on the website of Bengaluru North University, Kolar.

6. Incomplete applications and applications received after the stipulated time limit will not be
entertained. This office is not responsible for postal or other kinds of delays.

7. The candidature of those who indulge in undue influencing on the selection process through
unethical means will stand cancelled.

Additional Chief Secretary to Government

Higher Education Department.

COVID-19 - DON’T SPREAD RUMOURS. ACT RESPONSIBLY, AVOID INFECTIOﬂ-NOT THE INFECTED.

. . ® 6 Feet y 2 [le L.
Registrar i/c Wear “Follow Physical Maintain
DIPR/ 2212 /TENDER/2021 Annamalai University Mask Distancing (R Hand Hygiene

The concerned will be

Sd/-

pdf was origh&\ally uploaded to Bril’Express Official (https://t. me/The_Hindu_Express) before anyone else:Don't forget to joir,ackup channel @Thehind
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MARKET WATCH

27-07-2021 % CHANGE

Sensex 52,579 0.52
US Dollar 74.47 0.07
Gold 46,505 0.53
Brent oil 74.45 0.51
PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports 663.20 19.60
Asian Paints 3028.65.....-32.55
Axis Bank 731.70.....-24.60
Bajaj Auto 3821.40.....-14.95
Bajaj Finserv. 13807.85.....282.80
Bajaj Finance 6231.45 69.00
Bharti Airtel 540.55 3.50
BPCL 453.30. 2.70
Britannia Ind 3450.75 31.25
Cipla 913.10.....-37.45
Coal India 142.45 -1.55
Divis Lab 4791.40...-129.75
Dr Reddys Lab 4843.35..-567.90
Eicher Motors 2571.35 8.15
Grasim Ind 1518.70......-31.55
HCL Tech 992.00. -8.30
HDFC 2433.95....-30.35
HDFC Bank 1439.75 5.20
HDFC Life 668.75 5.65
Hero MotoCorp 2793.85 16.40
Hindalco 417.35 17.30
Hind Unilever 2342.40 6.30
ICICI Bank 677.45 0.70
Induslind Bank 975.80. 5.50
Infosys 1602.55 -1.35
Indian OilCorp 103.95 -0.70
ITC 208.65 2.50
JSW Steel 710.65 6.10
Kotak Bank 1697.95.....-42.65
L&T 1608.25....... 10.65
M&M 745.55 8.75
Maruti Suzuki 7240.25 4.45
Nestle India Ltd. ... 18226.10....124.75
NTPC 118.85 -0.50
ONGC 114.65 0.10
PowerGrid Corp 231.85 0.85
Reliance Ind 2055.00......-21.85
SBI Life 1105.15.......28.50
State Bank 429.95 6.65
Shree Cement 27865.15..-103.15
Sun Pharma 688.30......-15.10
Tata  Consumer
Products Ltd. 769.75 -6.60
Tata Motors 291.40 -1.75
Tata Steel 1330.65......32.70
TCS 3182.95.....-14.60
Tech Mahindra 1120.85 0.65
Titan 1729.05 6.20
UltraTech Cement.....7596.25......-20.45
UPL 812.75 -7.20
Wipro 591.45 1.00

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on July 27

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL
US Dollar 74.26 74.58
Euro 87.54.....87.93
British Pound 102.36.... 102.81
Japanese Yen (100) ... 67.41 67.71
Chinese Yuan 11.41 11.46
Swiss Franc 81.00.......81.36
Singapore Dollar 54.56 54.81
Canadian Dollar 59.02....59.28
Malaysian Ringitt 17.53.....17.63

Source:Indian Bank

IN BRlEF

Droom to raise $200 mn
in pre-1PO round

MUMBAI

Droom Technology Private
Ltd., a marketplace for used
cars, bikes and other
mobility products, is
planning to raise $200
million in pre-initial public
offering (IPO) round to
invest in growth plans, said
founder and CEO Sandeep
Aggarwal. Of the planned
$200 million, Droom had
already raised some capital,
he said and added that the
company would go public
within 6 to 18 months.

ESAF Small Finance Bank
files ¥998-cr. IPO papers
NEW DELHI

ESAF Small Finance Bank has
filed preliminary papers with
capital markets regulator
SEBI to raise ¥998 crore
through an initial public
offering (IPO). The
%997.78-crore public issue
comprises fresh issue of
equity shares worth ¥800
crore and an offer for sale of
%197.78 crore by existing
selling shareholders, the
draft red herring prospectus
filed with SEBI showed. e

Hatsun founders repay
loans, freeing pledge
CHENNAI

Promoters of Hatsun Agro
Product have repaid loans
availed against a portion of
their shares and released the
entire pledge, the company
said. Chairman R.G.
Chandramogan had pledged
6 lakh shares representing
0.28% of share capital to
Kotak Mahindra Bank, while
MD C. Sathyan had pledged
18.7 lakh shares representing
0.87% of share capital to
Aditya Birla Money Ltd.

Indusind Bank net profit
doubles to ¥1,016 crore
NEW DELHI

Indusind Bank on Tuesday
reported doubling of its
consolidated net profit to
%1,016.11 crore in the June
2021 quarter, aided by
healthy growth in retail loans
and lower NPA provisioning.
The bank had posted a net
profit of ¥510.39 crore in the
corresponding quarter of the
previous financial year. Total
income rose to ¥9,362.76
crore from ¥8,682.17 crore in
the year-earlier period.

Panel raps govt. over MSMESs,
urges larger economic package

Parliamentary committee moots steps to boost cash flows for micro, small units

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A Parliamentary panel has
pulled up the government
for offering inadequate relief
measures for micro, small
and medium enterprises
(MSMESs) that were worst-af-
fected by the COVID-19 pan-
demic. It mooted fresh mea-
sures to help them stay
afloat, including a doubling
of the 90-day limit for banks
to classify their loan dues as
problematic.

Offering loans and long-
term measures — as the go-
vernment had done over the
past year — instead of im-
proving the cash flow to gen-
erate demand as immediate
relief, have put small enter-
prises in a grim situation, the
panel said in its report ta-

Adani Ports
issues bondes,
raises $750 mn

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone Ltd. (AP-
SEZ) has raised $750 mil-
lion through issue of
bonds, including 20-year
unsecured bonds, from the
global markets.

The firm claimed that it
has become the first infras-
tructure company in India
to successfully raise 20
years money from interna-
tional markets. According
to a statement, the coupon
rates for the 10.5-year and
20-year dual-tranche
bonds were fixed at 3.8%
and 5%, respectively.

“The issuances were
oversubscribed by over 3
times,” it said.

Flip priorities: Policies must be framed with a focus on small
enterprises, not larger firms, the panel says. =wm.Periasamy

bled in Parliament on
Tuesday.
The second COVID-19

wave this year ‘even more vi-
gorously ripped the econo-
my, particularly the MSME
sector’ just as it was recover-
ing from the initial lock-

downs of 2020, the panel
said. “The Committee, the-
refore, recommends that the
Government should imme-
diately come out with a larg-
er economic package aimed
at bolstering demand, in-
vestment, exports and em-

IndiGo net loss widens
on fuel, COVID impact

‘May, June revenues lower than Aprils’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Low-cost carrier IndiGo on
Tuesday reported a loss of
33,174 crore for the quarter
ended June, wider than the
%2,842-crore loss a year ear-
lier. Total income almost tri-
pled to 33,170 crore.

Passenger ticket revenue
and ancillary revenue
surged fourfold to 32,297
crore and <3668 crore,
respectively.

Total expenses climbed
59.2% to 6,344 crore.

“Fuel was a negative driv-
er as, year-over-year, fuel
price has doubled,” said
CEO Ronojoy Dutta. “The
second large factor was the
severe impact that the CO-

Canara Bank QI net
profit triples to 1,177 cr.

‘Fall in bad loans helped boost profit’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Canara Bank reported an al-
most threefold jump in net
profit to 1,177 crore for the
quarter ended June 30 from
more than ¥406 crore in the
year-earlier period.

Reduction in bad loans
helped net profit grow sub-
stantially, the lender said.

Gross NPA ratio stood at
8.5% in the April-June quar-
ter as against 8.93% in the
previous quarter and 8.84%
in June 2020 quarter, MD &
CEO L.V. Prabhakar said on
Tuesday.

Net NPA ratio stood at
3.46% as against 3.82% in
the last quarter and 3.95% in
the June 2020 quarter. Total
income increased marginal-
ly to 21,210 crore from
320,686 crore in the year-
earlier period. Operating
profit stood at 5,751 crore,
up by 34.18% year-on-year.

Kirloskar files
plaint against
siblings’ firms

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Sanjay Kirloskar-led Kirlos-
kar Brothers Ltd. filed a
complaint with the Securi-
ties and Exchange Board of
India against four firms led
by his brothers Atul and
Rahul Kirloskar, alleging
they had misled investors
and usurped its more-than-
a-century-old legacy.

The complaint is against
Kirloskar Oil Engines, Kir-
loskar Industries, Kirloskar
Pneumatic Company and
Kirloskar Ferrous Indus-
tries, which earlier this
month announced a new
logo and branding for their
new mission ‘Kirloskar Li-
mitless’. In a statement, a
Kirloskar Industries spo-
kesperson said, “The said
letter contains a large num-
ber of factual inaccuracies
and misstatements.”

The bank’s global busi-
ness increased by 9.38% y-
0-y to %17,06,422 crore. Glo-
bal deposits stood at
R10,21,837 crore, a 12.34% y-
o-y increase, while global
advances grew 5.23% to
36,84,585 crore. Domestic
deposits stood at 39,70,481
crore, an 11.6% y-o-y growth.

According to Mr. Prabha-
kar, the bank’s retail lending
increased by 9.57 % (y-0-y)
to 31,15,291 crore, with both
home and vehicle loans
making a huge comeback.

VID-19 second wave had on
revenues in the quarter.” He
highlighted the second wave
impact by pointing out the
dip in monthly revenue.

The figures came to
1,540 crore in April, ¥670
crore in May and Y960 crore
in June. The airline, howev-
er, expects revenue in July
to recover to April levels.

Ramco
Cements Q1
net rises 54%

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Ramco Cements reported a
54% increase in standalone
net profit for Q1 of FY22 to
%168.98 crore. The compa-
ny attributed the rise to im-
plementation of tight cost-
control measures in manu-
facturing operations.

Revenue from opera-
tions rose 18% to 1,205
crore. Cement sales in-
creased 11% to 21.41 lakh
tonnes. The company in-
curred a capex 3397 crore.

Demand for individual
housing declined marginal-
ly in the south, while in-
frastructure and commer-
cial segments looked up.
Lockdowns dampened de-
mand in May and June.

In the Eastern region, in-
dividual housing saw good
growth and there was pick-
up in infrastructure and
commercial segments, the
company said.

Cotton prices rise, textile
trade seeks zero duty

Textile exports turn expensive: SIMA

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
COIMBATORE

With cotton prices rising,
the textile industry has
sought removal of 10% im-
port duty on the produce.
Southern India Mills” As-
sociation (SIMA) chairman
Ashwin Chandran said in a
press release that the in-
crease of 3,800 a candy of
cotton over the past 15 days
by the Cotton Corporation
of India (CCI) and the 10%
import duty on cotton were
affecting the entire textile
value chain. It had made tex-
tile exports ‘expensive’ in
the global market, he said.
Though the CCI offered
three months’ lock-in for
bulk purchase, textile mills
could not benefit due to a li-
quidity crunch and uncer-
tainty in cotton prices, he
said. The import duty has

Price increases by
CClI are less than
the jump seen in
global prices

C

PRADEEP KUMAR AGARWAL
CMD, CCI

encouraged price specula-
tion, he claimed. For some
varieties, prices of Indian
cotton had exceeded the in-
ternational price.

Pradeep Kumar Agarwal,
CMD, CClI, said international
cotton prices and MCX pric-
es had risen by 7,500 and
%6,000 a candy, respective-
ly, in the last one-and-a-half
months. But, he pointed
out, CCI had raised prices
by 22,200 to 32,500 a candy
for the same period, except
for 12 varieties where it is
higher. In the last one
month, 40% of the cotton
sold by CCI were purchased
by textile mills directly.

ployment generation to help
the economy, including
MSMEs to recover from the
pandemic fallout,” said the
report of the Department-re-
lated Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Industry.

Chaired by TRS member
of parliament K. Keshava
Rao, the committee’s report
sought a detailed study of
the actual losses suffered by
small enterprises since the
onset of the pandemic, not-
ing that no such intensive as-
sessment had been done by
the MSME Ministry.

Arguing that most policies
were formulated keeping
medium and large enterpris-
es in mind, the panel said
the position should be ‘con-
trary’ with a focus on micro
and small enterprises.

Vedanta plans
36,611-cr. Balco
expansion

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Vedanta on Tuesday said it
would invest 36,611 crore
over the next 18-24 months
in expansion of smelter ca-
pacity at group firm Bharat
Aluminium Company.

In addition, the compa-
ny said its carbon plant
adequacy business in Od-
isha would set up a new fa-
cility at ¥635 crore.

“Balco’s expansion is a
very important project for
us. We hope to ramp up
the smelter capacity over
the next 1824 months,”
Group CEO Sunil Duggal
said. “Post this expansion,
Vedanta’s aluminium ca-
pacity will increase to 2.8
million tonnes,” he added.

Flipkart goes
to SCin CCI
probe matter

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Online retailer Flipkart has
approached the Supreme
Court challenging a Karna-
taka High Court decision
allowing an antitrust probe
against it and another e-
commerce major, Amazon.

The Competition Com-
mission of India (CCI) had
in January decided to open
a probe into the companies
for allegedly entering into
anti-competitive  agree-
ments in violation of the
Competition Act of 2002.

The firms had denied
the allegations and wanted
the probe quashed.

The CCI had acted on a
complaint by Delhi Vyapar
Mahasangh, which had al-
leged that Amazon and
Flipkart were giving prefe-
rence to select sellers and
offering deep discounts via
anti-competitive accords.

IMF cuts emerging Asia,

India growth forecasts
Fund sees India GDP growth at 9.5%

REUTERS
TOKYO

The International Monetary
Fund on Tuesday cut this
year’s economic growth fo-
recast for emerging Asia, in-
cluding India, as a spike in
coronavirus cases from new
variants and slow vaccina-
tions cloud the region’s re-
covery prospects.

The downgrade, which
contrasted with an upward
revision in the IMF’s fore-
cast for advanced nations,
highlights the divergence
emerging across countries
on the pace of recovery
from the pandemic’s hit.

In an update to its World
Economic Outlook (WEO),
the IMF forecast emerging
Asia will grow 7.5% this year,
down 1.1 percentage points
from its projection in April.

That was a much bigger
downgrade than a 0.4 point

Growth prospects
in India have been
downgraded
following the
severe second
COVID wave

mark-down for emerging
economies across the globe.
“Growth prospects in In-
dia have been downgraded
following the severe second
COVID wave during March-
May and expected slow re-
covery in confidence from
that setback,” the IMF said.
“Similar dynamics are at
work in the ASEAN-5
group... where recent infec-
tion waves are causing a
drag on activity,” it said.
The IMF cut this year’s
growth forecast for India by
3 percentage points to 9.5%.
China’s forecast for 2021
was revised down 0.3 point
to 8.1%.

C

Dr. Reddy’s net slides 36% on
charge; faces SEC subpoena

Drugmaker sets aside 193 cr. after losing arbitration in U. S.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories
(DRL) on Tuesday reported
first-quarter  consolidated
net profit fell 36% to ¥380.4
crore after the company ac-
counted for an additional ex-
pense of 193 crore in the
wake of the loss of an arbi-
tration award in the U.S.

Revenue rose almost 12%
to ¥4,945.1 crore in the three
months ended June, as per
results prepared to Indian
Accounting Standards.

The arbitration ruling re-
quired one of DRL’s subsidi-
aries to pay $46.25 million
(%340.1 crore) to Hatchtech

Pty Limited. “As the compa-
ny was carrying $20 million
(R147.1 crore) as provision to-
wards this litigation, an addi-
tional expense of $26.25 mil-

lion (193 crore)... was
recognised during the three
months ended June 30,” the
company said.

Shares of DRL tumbled
10.4% to close at 34,844.35
on the BSE after the compa-
ny also said it had received a
subpoena from the U.S. Se-
curities and Exchange Com-
mission (SEC) earlier this
month asking for documents
pertaining to certain CIS ge-
ographies over a complaint
pertaining to alleged corrupt
practices in Ukraine.

A U.S. law firm is probing
the matter at the instruction
of a committee of DRL’s
board. The company said it
had disclosed the matter to
the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice, SEC and Securities and
Exchange Board of India.

P \ I i ] P RADUA
o) RLAL IN
4@-3’; DICAL EDUCATION AND R i\; PMER
Dhanva agar, Puduche 605 006 —
NOTICE

Admissions to MBBS, B.Sc Nursing, and B.Sc Allied Health Sciences courses
(AHS) for 2021-22 Academic year will be based on the merit score of National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test (UG) [NEET(UG)] 2021 to be conducted by NTA.
JIPMER will not conduct any separate Entrance Examination for the
admission to the aforesaid courses for 2021-22 Academic year.

- Medical Counselling Committee (MCC), DGHS, MoH&FW will conduct

MBBS Counselling.

- JIPMER will conduct B.Sc. counselling.

Visit www.jipmer.edu.in after the publication of NEET (UG) results for
application and counselling procedure details. DEAN (ACADEMIC)

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE (IIHFW)

Vengalrao Nagar, Hyderabad - 500 038.Telephone Nos. 040-23810416/23810691

SHORT TENDER NOTIFICATION FOR PRINT & SUPPLY OF PRINT MATERIAL
Re. No. 96/IIHFW/Printing/2021-3 Dated : 26th July, 2021
Sealed Tenders are invited from the A Class Printers for printing and supply of Print
material. Tender Forms with full details of work and Tender conditions can be obtained
from the Secretary, IHFW, Hyderabad between 10-30 AM and 5-00 PM from the date of
Publication/website: www.iihfw.in. The last date for submission of Tender forms is
10-8-2021 before 3-00 PM. The Director, [IHFW, reserves the right to cancel/reject any
or all the Tenders without assigning any reasons thereof.

DIPR No. : 2019-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/1/2021-22 Sd/- Director

HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT ALLAHABAD
NOTICE

Date of Preliminary Examination of
Direct Recruitment to the
U.P. Higher Judicial Service-2020

The tentative date of Preliminary Examination (Objective
Type) of Direct Recruitment to the U.P. Higher Judicial
Service-2020 (which was earlier scheduled on 04" April,
2021)is 05" September, 2021 (Sunday) and the same will be

held at Prayagraj (Allahabad)only. Sdl-

Registrar (J)

Selection and Appointment/Seniority

|Q*€ CSIR-INDIAN INSTITUTE OF CHEMICAL TECHNOLOGY

(Council of Scientific & Industrial Research)
Uppal Road, Tarnaka, Hyderabad - 500 007. Telangana, India.
Advertisement No.04/2021 Dated 28.07.2021

Date of commencement of online applications  : 28.07.2021
Last date for receipt of online applications :27.08.2021
Last date for receipt of hard copy of applications : 10.09.2021

CSIR-IICT a Premier Research Organization under CSIR, invites ONLINE
APPLICATIONS ONLY for 10 Scientists positions from candidates with a
zeal to excel and pursue translational R&D Programs.

b T
Scientist (03_8:?823} SBC) Level-11 | 1,083,681+ 32 years
s::’e"n':;t 02posts (UR) | Level-12 | 1,19,332- 37 years
:::I:::t'::tl 03posts (UR) | Level-13 | ¥1,81,795- 45 years

*Total Emoluments means approximate total emoluments on minimum of scale
including House Rent Allowance in Class ‘X’ City.

*“*Please see age relaxation under Age Limit & Relaxations (SI.No.3 of General
Information & Conditions).

For further details please visit our website http:/www.iict.res.in and apply
through the online application form available there. The detailed
advertisement, terms and conditions and instructions to the candidates are
available onthe website.

Government of India
Department of Atomic Energy
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre
Civil Engineering Section
Post Bag no. 1. Yelwal, Mysore 571 130 Telephone : 0821-6724/6418 Fax:0821-2403064

NOTICE INVITING e- TENDER Date: 22.07.2021

Chief Engineer, BARC, Mysuru, invites for & on behalf of President of
India on line item rate tenders from experienced Contractor with sound
financial & technical capacity for following work(s):

BARC/MYS/ CES/01/2021-22

Tender Reference No.

Name of work

ADDITIONAL SKILL ACQUISITION PROGRAMME KERALA
A GOVERNMENT COMPANY REGISTERED UNDER THE COMPANIES ACT 2013~
(THIRD FLOOR, TRANS TOWERS, VAZHUTHACAUD, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM - 14)

Sd/- Sr. Controller of Administration
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
STANDING ADVERTISEMENT
The Additional Skill Acquisition Programme Kerala (ASAP
Kerala), a Government of Kerala Company, invites Eol from
Prospective Training Agencies/Organizations/Industries to
Impart Skill Training in various sectors

Date of Issue of Eol: 14.07.2021

For queries, email: procurement @asapkerala.gov.in sdl-

. . Chairperson &
For more details: www.asapkerala.gov.in

Managing Director

Architectural & Structural Design, Drawings,
Supply, Fabrication, Erection & Commissioning
of two numbers of Pre-Engineered Buildings
(PEB 1 & PEB 2) along with Civil, Electrical and
surrounding development works at BARC Project
site Mysuru.
Estimated Cost % 2,00,00,000.00 (Rupees Two Crore Only)
Period of Completion | 12 (Twelve) months
Earnest Money Deposit | Nil
Sale of Tender From 28.07.2021 (11:00 Hrs) to 11.08.2021
Documents (18.00 Hrs)
Interested tenderers may please refer detailed Notice Inviting Tender (NIT)
for eligibility criteria and other details, which can be downloaded from web site
www.tenderwizard.in/dae and www.barc.gov.in Sd /-
Chief Engineer, BARC
For & on behalf of President of India
Nrpc (A Govt. of India Enterprise)
Notice Inviting expression of interest
NTPC is inviting domestic expression of interest from Discoms / Bulk
Consumers/ Corporates/ Industrial Consumers for supply of electricity from
NTPC on round the clock/ specific hours of the day basis on short
term/medium term/long term basis.
‘NTPC Limited’ a leading power generation company, has been ranked
No#2 Independent Power Producer (IPP) in the world as per Platts (2020).
The company is listed in stock exchange with a market capitalization of
around INR 800 billion.
NTPC produces around 300 Billion units of electricity annually through its
cluster of gas, coal, hydro and RE based power stations of more than 66
GW capacity spanning across the country. NTPC meets 25% of the
country's power requirement through operation of diversified fleet of the
generators for more than 45 years and has been supplying reliable and
affordable power to the customers. NTPC plans to achieve target capacity
of 130 GW by 2032 including RE capacity of 60 GW.
Most of NTPC installed capacity is tied up under long-term contracts.
However, NTPC may have some spare generation capacity available for
sale in open market. NTPC intends to sell this energy to the interested
buyers. Further, if required, NTPC can supply green power also and is
ready to install new RE capacity.
Interested Discoms / Bulk Consumers/ Corporates/ Industrial
Consumers, which intend to buy power directly from NTPC, may
indicate their requirement in the format available at www.ntpc.co.in under
‘notices’ and send it to below mentioned e-mail within 30 days of
publication of this notice:
commercial@ntpc.co.in, pbvenkatesh@ntpc.co.in.

Interested buyers may choose to buy this power at NTPC bus bar or may
choose to buy at their interconnection point with Interstate grid/
intrastate grid / distribution network. Also, NTPC may manage entire power
purchase portfolio of the entities. The transaction can be facilitated through
tradingarm of NTPCi.e. NVVN.

Based on the techno commercial feasibility of supply, officials of NTPC will
contact the interested buyers for further processing.

Registered Office : NTPC Bhawan, SCOPE Complex, 7, Institutional Area, =

Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110 003, CIN: L40101DL1975G0I007966
Leading the Power Sector

"INTERPUB
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Impressive Lovlina battles past Nadine

A win against Nien-Chin in the quarterfinals will assure the Indian boxer of a medal

TOKYD 2020

Y.B. SARANGI

wo-time World Cham-

pionships bronze medal-
list Lovlina Borgohain pro-
duced an impressive
performance to beat accom-
plished German boxer Na-
dine Apetz 3-2 in a keenly
contested women’s 69kg
pre-quarterfinal bout of the
Tokyo Olympics on Tuesday.

After Mary Kom, Lovlina
became the second Indian
boxer to register a win in
Tokyo.

The 23-year-old, who re-
ceived a first round bye, will
meet third seed Nien-Chin
Chen of Chinese Taipei in the

Sharath goes down guns blazing

Take that! Lovlina, right, used her long reach to land telling punches on Nadine. =Getty imaGes

quarterfinals on Friday.
Having done her home-

work well, Lovlina — who

had secured her first Worlds

bronze medal alongside Na-
dine in Delhi in 2018 — used
her long reach to land
punches against the strong

The 39-year-old fights Long tooth and nail

TABLE TENNIS

AMOL KARHADKAR

. Sharath Kamal played

his heart out for 46 mi-
nutes before going down to
Ma Long of China in a men’s
singles round of 32 contest
on Tuesday. Long won 117,
811, 13-11, 11-4, 11-4.

Long, the second seed
here, is one of the greatest
paddlers in the modern era,
having won three consecu-
tive World Championships
and the singles gold in Rio
2016.

Raising his level
Even against a rusty Long,
Sharath had to raise his level
to be competitive. The In-
dian, choosing to play close
to the table, managed just
that, his top-spin returns
from both flanks and flicks
while returning the side-spin
serves unsettling Long.
After losing the first game,
Sharath opened up an 8-4
lead. Long closed it down to
8-7, forcing India coach Sou-

Determined display: Sharath Kamal pushed defending

champion Ma Long. =RreuTers

myadeep Roy to call for a
time-out. The next point wit-
nessed the longest rally of
the match, with Long levell-
ing scores after a 12-shot ex-
change. However, Sharath
produced three consecutive
winners to make it 1-1.

With either player unable
to open up a sizeable gap in
the third game, Sharath
saved two game-points at 8-
10 to take it into an extended
tie-break.

After Sharath came up
with two successive back-

MEDAL EVENTS ON WEDNESDAY

23 Golds will be on offer at the
Games on Wednesday

3x3 Basketball: Men and
women.

Artistic Gymnastics: Men's
All-around.

Cycling Road: Men's and wo-
men's individual time trial.
Diving: Men's synchronised
3m springboard.
Equestrian:
individual.
Fencing: Men's sabre team.
Judo: Men's 90kg, Women's

Dressage

70kg.

Rowing: Men's & Women's
double sculls, Men's & Wo-
men's Four, Men's & Women's
quadruple sculls.

Rugby Sevens: Men.

Swimming: Women's 200m
freestyle, Women's 1500m
freestyle, Women's 200m ind.
medley, Men's 200m butterf-
ly, Men's 4x200m freestyle
relay.

Weightlifting: Men's 73kg.

INDIAN ODYSSEY

Badminton: Men's doubles
(group stage): Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy & Chirag Shetty bt
Sean Vendy & Ben Lane (GBr)
21-17, 21-19. The Indian pair
lost out on a quarterfinal berth
on game difference.

Boxing: Women's welter-
weight (round of 16): Lovlina
Borgohain bt Nadine Apetz
(Ger).

Hockey: Men (Pool A): bt
Spain 3-0.

Sailing: Women: Laser Radial:
Nethra Kumanan (33rd overall
after six races); Men: Laser:
Vishnu Saravanan (22nd over-
all after six races).

49er: K.C. Ganapathy and Va-

MEDALS RACE
N

*| =] .
/ B 7)) ([
SILVER  BRONZE

GOLD

0 G S B
Japan 103|518
USA 98|82
China 9 5|7 |21
ROC 7 71 4|18
Bian | 4|54 |®
Korea 312|5]|10
Australia | 3 | 1 |5 |9
Canada 23|38
France 2 12|37
Germany | 2 | O | 3 | 5
39.India | O [ 1|0 | 1

ROC: Russian Olympic Committee

run Thakkar (18th in Race 1).
Shooting: 10m air pistol mixed
team: Qualification stage 2: 7.
Manu Bhaker and Saurabh
Chaudhary, Did Not Qualify
(DNQ) for medal round.
Qualification stage 1: 1. Manu
Bhaker and Saurabh Chaud-
hary, 17. Yashaswini Singh Des-
wal and Abhishek Verma.

10m air rifle mixed team:
Qualification stage 1: 12. Ela-
venil Valarivan and Divyansh
Singh Panwar, 18. Anjum
Moudgil and Deepak Kumar.
DNQ for stage 2.

Table tennis: Men's singles
(third round): Sharath Kamal
lost to Ma Long (Chn) 1-4.

c) Isaid before leaving

for the Olympics
that this will be my best
Games as I am in the best
physical and mental
shape. And I was right

hand top-spins on his serve,
at 12-11, Long took a time-
out, broke Sharath’s rhythm
and sealed the game.
Though the next two games
saw Long run away with it,
the 39-year-old Sharath had
every reason to be pleased
with his performance.

German, who used her left
jabs to good effect in the
opening round.

The Indian, however, took

the first round with a split 3-2
verdict.

Anticipating that Nadine,
also a double Worlds bronze
medallist and a two-time Eu-
ropean bronze medallist,
would step up her attack,
Lovlina preferred to stay safe
and come up with a punch
or two.

The German fought well
but could not execute her
plans against the tactically
superior Indian.

Unable to catch up

After claiming the first two
rounds by identical 3-2 mar-
gins, Lovlina continued to
throw punches from a dis-
tance even as Nadine tried in
vain to catch up with her tall-
er rival.

Lovlina, who had lost to
Nien-Chin in the 2018 World
Championships semifinals,
needs to win her last-eight
bout against the former
World champion in order to
ensure an Olympic medal.

[ndia gets its act together

Rupinder’s brace highlights 3-O win over Spain

HOCKEY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
TOKYO

Dragflicker Rupinder Pal
Singh scored a brace as India
cruised past Spain 3-0 for its
second win in men’s hockey
at the Tokyo Olympics here
on Tuesday.

Drubbed 7-1 by Australia
in its last match, India pro-
duced a spirited perfor-
mance against World No. 9
Spain and scored through
Simranjeet Singh (14th mi-
nute) and Rupinder Pal
Singh (15th and 51st).

India, ranked fourth in
the world, had earlier de-
feated New Zealand 3-2.
Spain, on the other hand, is
yet to register a win.

The Indians will play
reigning Olympic champion
Argentina on Thursday.

Spain steadily got into the
groove and secured its first
penalty corner in the 12th
minute, but wasted the
chance.

Saurabh-Manu pair loses
the plot after a bright start

Tops qualification 1 but finishes seventh; other shooters fail

SHOOTING

SHYAM VASUDEVAN
TOKYO

The Indian shooting contin-
gent’s barren run at the To-
kyo Olympics extended into
the mixed 10m events on
Tuesday.

While the duo of Saurabh
Chaudhary and Manu Bhak-
er made it to the mixed 10m
air pistol second qualifica-
tion round, none of the
three other teams got past
the first hurdle.

The teenage duo was in
dazzling form in the first

qualification round, topping
the standings with a score of

582, studded with 26 inner
10s. Saurabh shot 98, 100
and 98, while Manu regis-
tered 97, 94 and 95.
However, in the second
qualification round, Saurabh
shot 96 and 98 but Manu
managed only 92 and 94.
The two finished seventh

Misfiring: Manu and Saurabh buckled under pressure in the

second qualification round. =pTi

with a score of 380 while
China’s Ranxin Jiang and
Wei Pang led the pack with
387.

The Chinese beat the ROC
team of Vitalina Batsarashki-
na and Artem Chernousov
16-14 in the final.

The second Indian pair of
Abhishek Verma and Yashas-
wini Deswal finished 17th in

GOLD MEDAL WINNERS ON TUESDAY

Sublime: Chen and Zhang extended China's winning streak in 10m synchronised platform. =ap

Russia: Artistic gymnastics: Wo-
men's team

Ricarda Funk (Ger): Canoe Sla-
lom: Women's kayak

Jolanda Neff (Sui): Cycling
mountain  bike: Women's
cross-country

Chen Yuxi & Zhang Jiaqi (Chn):
Diving: Women's synchronised
10m platform

Germany: Equestrian: Dressage
team

Estonia: Fencing: Women's epee
team

Clarisse Agbegnenou (Fra): Ju-
do: Women's 63kg

Osaka crashes out

TENNIS

SPORTS BUREAU

apanese star Naomi Osa-

ka’s dreams of a home
Olympic gold were crushed
by a 1-6, 4-6 loss to Marketa
Vondrousova on Tuesday.

“I definitely feel like there
was a lot of pressure for this.
I think it’s maybe because I
haven’t played in the Olym-
pics before and for the first
year (it) was a bit much,”
said Osaka. After looking as-
sured in the first two rounds
after her eight-week hiatus,
Osaka made a dreadful start

under the centre court roof
at a rain-hit Ariake Tennis
Park and never recovered.

Indian challenge ends
The Indian challenge offi-
cially ended on Tuesday af-
ter the Sania Mirza-Sumit
Nagal combine failed to
make it to the 16-team
mixed doubles competition.

With a combined ranking
of 153 going into the Olym-
pics, the Indian duo needed
a miracle, and it duly fell
short of the ranking cut-off
for an event which saw a
team with a combined rank-
ing of 49 qualify 16th.

Takanori Nagase (Jpn): Judo:
Men's 81kg

Yang Qian & Yang Haoran
(Chn): Shooting: 10m air rifle
mixed

Jiang Ranxin & Pang Wei
(Chn): Shooting: 10m air pistol
mixed

Japan: Softball

Italo Ferreira (Bra): Surfing:
Men

Carissa Moore (USA): Surfing:
Women

Kaylee McKeown (Aus): Swim-
ming: Women's 100m backstroke
Lydia Jacoby (USA): Swimming:

Women's 100m breaststroke
Tom Dean (GBr): Swimming:
Men's 200m freestyle

Evgeny Rylov (Rus): Swimming:
Men's T00m backstroke
Vladislav Larin (ROC): Taek-
wondo: Men's +80kg

Milica Mandic (Srb): Taekwon-
do: Women's +67kg

Flora Duffy (Ber): Triathlon:
Women's individual

Kuo Hsing-Chun (Tpe): Weight-
lifting: Women's 59kg

Maude Charron (Can): Weight-
lifting: Women's 64kg

the first qualification round.

India’s challenge in the
mixed 10m air rifle ended
tamely as both pairs were
not even close to qualifica-
tion. Elavenil Valarivan and
Divyansh Singh Panwar to-
talled 625.6 to be placed
12th, while Deepak Kumar
and Anjum Moudgil shot
623.6 to finish 18th.

Well done, mate! Mandeep Singh, left, congratulates day's

hero Rupinder Pal Singh. =ap

In the 15th minute, the
Spain defence was caught
off-guard by Amit Rohidas’
pass and an unmarked Sim-
ranjeet just tapped the ball
in. Rohidas was playing in
his 100th match for India.

The goal rejuvenated the
Indians, as they secured
three back-to-back penalty
corners in the final minute
of the first quarter. In the
third set-piece, Harman-

preet’s flick found the body
of a defender, resulting in a
penalty stroke. Rupinder
stepped up and made no
mistake in doubling India’s
lead. He was on target once
again in the 51st minute,
scoring off a penalty corner.

P.R. Sreejesh, who had a
nightmarish outing against
Australia, had a brilliant
game, pulling off some fine
saves.

Period of ransom is
over: NRAI president

SHYAM VASUDEVAN
TOKYO

National Rifle Association
of India (NRAI) president
Raninder Singh said
everything “humanly
possible” was done to
prepare the shooting team
for the Tokyo Olympics,
admitting that he has been
perplexed by the
performance of the
shooters so far.

Raninder said the
“period of ransom is over”
and he would take a closer
look at the role of the
coaches after the Games.

About the alleged
conflict between coach
Jaspal Rana and Manu
Bhaker, he said the two
had worked together and
achieved fabulous results
in the last few years.

No accreditation
While many Indian
coaches were sent to
Tokyo, Jaspal was not
given accreditation.

Heartbreak for the
Satwik-Chirag duo

Loses out on quarterfinal berth

BADMINTON

RAKESH RAO

he Indian men’s badmin-

ton doubles team of R.
Satwiksairaj and Chirag
Shetty won their last league
match against Great Bri-
tain’s Ben Lane and Sean
Vendy 21-17, 21-19 but lost
out on an Olympic quarterfi-
nal berth following a dra-
matic three-way tie for the
two qualifying spots from
Group A on Tuesday.

What broke the hearts of
the Indians was the three-
game upset of the top-seed-
ed Indonesian pair of Mar-
cus Fernaldi Gideon and Ke-
vin Sanjaya Sukamuljo by
the third-seeded Chinese
Taipei duo of Lee Yang and
Wang Chi-lin.

Since Satwik and Chirag
had beaten Yang and Chi-
lin, they must have been
hoping that the Indonesians

B After a three-way tie, the
two bowed out with a
game difference of 4/3

would win the last match.

However, it was Yang and
Chi-lin who posted a 21-18,
15-21, 21-17 victory over Gide-
on and Sukamuljo. The re-
sult left the pairs from Indo-
nesia, Chinese Taipei and
India tied with a 2-1 record.

In game difference, Indo-
nesia was 5/2, Chinese Tai-
pei 5/3 and India 4/3.

KY02020 .

Satwik and Chirag. =ap

Raninder Singh.
=GETTY IMAGES

Raninder conceded
that Jaspal’s presence
would have helped Manu
in Tokyo. Despite efforts
to resolve the discord, the
situation was beyond
repair, especially with
Manu’s family expressing
reservations.

The NRAI president
revealed that he had to
bring in Ronak Pandit to
guide Manu as he was
good in both the 10m and
25m events.

Sindhu takes on Yi today.

Archery (1/32 eliminations):
Men's individual: Tarundeep
Rai vs Oleksii Hunbin (Ukr),
7.30 a.m.; Pravin Jadhav vs
Galsan Bazarzhapov (ROCQ),
12.30 p.m.

Women's individual: Deepika
Kumari vs Karma (Bhu), 2.10
p.m.

Badminton (group stage):
Women's singles: P.V. Sindhu
vs Cheung Ngan Yi (Hkg),
7.30 a.m.; Men's singles: B.
Sai Praneeth vs Mark Caljouw
(Ned), 2.30 p.m.

Boxing: Women's middle-
weight (round of 16): Pooja
Rani vs Ichrak Chaib (Alg),
2.30 p.m.

Hockey: Women (Pool A): vs
Great Britain, 6.30 a.m.
Rowing: Men's lightweight
double sculls (semifinal A/B
2): Arjun Jat and Arvind
Singh, 8 a.m.

Sailing: Men: 49er (from 8.35
a.m.): K.C. Ganapathy and Va-
run Thakkar (all times IST).

Russian women end USAS reign; Biles withdrawn

ROC completes a men's and women's double; star gymnast pulled out for ‘medical issue’

L

Unfortunate: Simone Biles had a disappointing opening vault
before 'medical issues' forced her out. =p1i

GYMNASTICS

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TOKYO

Russia’s women gymnastics
team capitalised on the dra-
matic departure of Simone
Biles from the USA team to
win the team title on
Tuesday.

The US team withdrew
Biles from the final after a
disappointing opening vault
and Russia went on to beat
the champion from the last
two Games and emulate the

men’s team which had won
24 hours earlier.

Competing under a neu-
tral banner due to the coun-
try’s doping suspension, Rus-
sia ended the domination of
the US women in World and
Olympic finals stretching
(, I have to do what's

right for me and
focus on my mental health
and not jeopardise my
health and my well-being

SIMONE BILES

back to 2011. USA Gymnastics
said Biles was withdrawn be-
cause of a “medical issue”
and would be assessed daily
to determine whether she
can continue in the Games.

TV PICKS

TNPL 2021: Star Sports 2 (SD
& HD), 3.30 p.m. & 7.30 p.m.
Sri Lanka vs India: 2nd T20I,
Sony Ten 1, 3 & Sony Six (SD &
HD), 8 p.m.

Tokyo 2020: Sony Ten 2, 3 &
Sony Six (SD & HD), 4 a.m. on-
wards (Thursday)
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Gritty Dean springs a huge surprise

Russian 1-2 in men’s 100m backstroke; Jacoby, McKeown take gold on debut

SWIMMING

A. VINOD

he form book took anoth-

er beating as little-known
Briton Tom Dean won the
men’s 200m freestyle gold in
Tokyo on Tuesday.

The 2l-year-old mechani- o
cal engineering student, who i
represented his country in gers
the 200m individual medley T
at the 2019 World Champion-
ships in Gwangju, showed no
sign of nerves as he rallied to
win in 1:44.22s.

Dean's teammate Duncan
Scott and Lithuanian Danas
Rapsys were the favourites
for the race.

Dean, who had contracted

Grabbing attention: Lydia Jacoby put in the shade defending champion and world
record-holder Lilly King. =GeTTy ImAGES

the coronavirus twice last
year, made his move in the fi-
nal lap. Scott ensured a 1-2 for
Britain with a late rally.

This is the first time since
London 1908 that Great Bri-
tain has won two medals in

the same event. Scott, who
took the silver in 1:44.26s,
pushed Brazilian Fernando
Schefer (1:44.66s) to the third
spot.

Russian Evgeny Rylov, with
a strong finish, claimed the

men’s 100m backstroke title
with a new European record
of 51.98s. Rylov had won the
silver at Rio 2016.

The 24-year-old was placed
second behind teammate Kli-
ment Kolesnikov in the initial

stages of the two-lapper be-
fore surging ahead. Kolesni-
kov made it a 1-2 for Russia,
finishing in 52s flat. American
Ryan Murphy was a distant
third in 52.19s.

Australia’s Kaylee McKe-

own, making her Olympic de-
but, powered to victory in the
women’s 100m backstroke,
clocking 57.47s, a new Games
record. The 20-year-old, who
finished fifth in Gwangju, was
lying third before moving to
the top.

No flash in the pan
McKeown proved that her
world-record effort of 57.45s
at the Australian trials was no
flash in the pan.

McKeown was expected to
be given a tough fight by Ca-
nadian Kylie Masse and Amer-
ican Regan Smith. However,
Masse took the silver in 57.72s
and Smith the bronze at
58.05s. The United States
grabbed the other gold of the
day, as another Games debu-
tant, the precocious Lydia Ja-
coby shocked South African
Tatjana Schoenmaker, and
defending champion and
world record-holder Lilly
King in the women’s 100m
breaststroke.

Ferreira and Moore create history

The Brazilian and American bag maiden surfing medals

M.R. PRAVEEN CHANDRAN

razil’s Italo Ferreira and

USA’s Carissa Moore
claimed historic gold me-
dals in the shortboard surf-
ing event of the 2020 Olym-
pics at the Tsurigasaki
Surfing Beach in Tokyo on
Tuesday.

Ferreira overcame a bro-
ken board in the first wave
to outclass Kano Igarashi of
Japan 15.14-6.60 in the men’s
final.

Moore defeated South
African Bianca Buitendag
14.93-8.46 to take the gold in
the women’s section.

Igarashi, who had upset
favourite K. Andino of the
USA in the quarterfinals,
struggled while Ferreira
notched up good scores to
take an early lead in the fi-
nal.

Owen Wright (Australia)
overcame World No. 1 Ga-
briel Medina 11.97-11.77 to
bag the bronze.

Bianca Buitendag, who

Italo Ferreira. =ap

did well to beat seven-time
World champion Stephaine
Gilmore in the quarterfinals
and prodigy Caroline Marks
in the semifinals, finally met
her match in Moore.

'an#jgﬂgﬁ

Carissa Moore. =ap

The American esta-
blished an early lead that
Buitendag could not bridge.

Japan’s Amuro Tsuzuki
took the bronze beating
Marks 6.80-4.26.

A proposal she

IN BRIEF

TOKYO TITBITS

=REUTERS

Isabell Werth.

Isabell Werth rides to a
seventh Olympic gold

Isabell Werth became the
first rider to win seven
equestrian Olympic gold
medals when Germany took
the team dressage title in
Tokyo on Tuesday. The
52-year-old, who has six
team titles and one

individual gold in six
different Games, also
extended her record haul of
Olympic medals to 11.

Duffy gives Bermuda

its first-ever gold

Flora Duffy won Bermuda’s
first-ever Olympic gold
medal when she delivered a
dominating run leg to
convincingly triumph in the
women’s triathlon on a
stormy Tokyo course on

Tuesday.
'“ ’

Flora Duffy. =ap

sl

Owen erght . triumphing
over adversity. =GETTY IMAGES

Wright puts brain injury
behind him to bag bronze
Australian surfer Owen
Wright, who suffered a
traumatic brain injury in
2015 after a training
wipeout and had a memory
loss, crowned his
remarkable comeback with
a bronze medal.

couldn’t refuse!

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TOKYO

Argentine fencer Maria Be-
len Perez Maurice accept-
ed a marriage proposal
from her long-term partn-
er and coach in front of TV
cameras on Monday, the
second time he had posed
the question in similar
fashion.

The athlete, after a first-
round exit in her third
Olympics, was answering
questions from reporters
when her coach, Lucas
Saucedo, appeared behind
her with a piece of paper
in his hand reading “Do
you want to marry me?”

In 2010, Saucedo tried a
similar stunt at the World
championships in Paris,
but with far less luck.

TTEFI to consider action against Manika Batra

AMOL KARHADKAR
MUMBAI

Annoyed by Manika Batra’s
“outburst” against national
coach Soumyadeep Roy, the
Table Tennis Federation of In-
dia (TTFI) secretary-general
Arun Banerjee said that the
Executive Committee will de-
cide, during its next meeting,
on whether to take action
against Manika.

“It is grossly unfair on her
to go after the national coach.
Yes, Sutirtha (Mukherjee)
trains at his academy but Sou-
myadeep has been appointed
national coach,” Banerjee told
The Hindu from Tokyo on
Wednesday.

On Tuesday, after exiting
the women’s singles in round
of 32, Manika, in an interview
to The Hindu, had expressed

disappointment over not be-
ing allowed her personal
coach to be in her corner for
singles matches. “Our national
coach here (Soumyadeep Roy)
is Sutirtha’s personal coach,
so it helped her. I think if my
personal coach could also sit
for my matches, it would have
helped a lot,” Manika had said.

Banerjee, however, said
Manika knew even before ar-

riving in Tokyo that it was im-
possible for her coach Sanmay
Paranjape to be in the arena
for her matches.

“I don’t understand the
need to go after Soumyadeep.
I will put forward the Team
Leader’s (M.P. Singh) report to
the Executive Committee dur-
ing our next meeting and it
will decide the future course
of action.”

Krunal tests positive, second

T20I postponed to Wednesday

INDIA IN LANKA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
COLOMBO

The second T20
International between India
and Sri Lanka on Tuesday
was postponed by a day
after Krunal Pandya tested
positive for COVID-19.

“The second T20I
between Sri Lanka and
India originally scheduled to
be played on July 27 has
been pushed forward by a
day and will now take place
on Wednesday, July 28,” said
BCCI secretary Jay Shah in a
media statement.

“Following the Rapid

Krunal Pandya. =ap

Antigen Tests conducted
ahead of the match on
Tuesday morning, Krunal
Pandya was found to be
positive. The Medical Teams

Vantika wins women’s
national online title

CHESS

RAKESH RAO
NEW DELHI

Delhi’s Vantika Agarwal
stunned a strong field to win
the National women online
chess title.

Ninth seed Vantika
scored 9.5 points from 11

The Hundred: early days yet

Gy
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BETWEEN WICKETS

SURESH MENON
Q'uestions might be asked about the

need for yet another format in
cricket, its fourth, but The Hundred in
England has been about Jemimah Ro-
drigues so far. With two quite incredi-
ble knocks, 92 from 43 balls and 60
from 41, she guided Northern Super-
chargers to victories. Clearly this is one
Indian who loves the format.

But the questions remain. Does lop-
ping off 20 deliveries, giving bowlers 10
deliveries per stint (or five; there are no
‘overs’) and a 25-ball PowerPlay make
The Hundred a) all that different b) ea-
sier to understand or c) more likely to
bring in a new set of fans who can’t
watch sport without music, colourful
graphics and strategic timeouts? More
importantly, will the new fans come in
at the cost of the existing ones, thus
merely retaining the numbers if not ac-
tually reducing them?

Wisden said when the idea was moot-
ed that “The Hundred hung over the
English game suspended only by the
conviction of a suited few...”

Feeling left behind

The England and Wales Cricket Board
which probably felt left behind by the
IPL and Australia’s Big Bash League, ap-
pears keen to give the world its own
home-grown franchise cricket. I can’t
see a World Cup for The Hundred hap-
pening anytime soon; to be honest,
there shouldn’t be one anyway.

As at least one writer has pointed
out, the complaint is not that it is unlike
anything before, but that it is virtually
indistinguishable from what we already

have. The decimalisation of cricket 100
balls, change of ends after 10 balls, a
bowler’s limit of a maximum of 20
balls) can be carried too far. Will the 22
yards be changed into 20 metres (21.87
yards), the 30-yard circle into 25 metres
(27.34 yards) and so on pointlessly? Per-
haps even a 10-member team rather
than 11, to round things off. Somehow it
is difficult to believe that what is keep-
ing England’s youth from the game is
the want of a decimal system.

Artificial respiration

Cricket-lovers in India have always
found it hard to believe that the game
needs artificial respiration. When the
40-over and then 60-over formats were
introduced to bring the crowds back in-
to the grounds in England, Indians
didn’t see the need for such gimmicks
here.

When the first World Cup was held in
1975, India participated like a team un-
der protest. This wasn’t the cricket they
knew; in any case, crowds were not an
issue in India which then had packed
houses for Ranji and Duleep games.

Likewise with T20. One cricket board
official was quoted as saying, “We will
never play Twenty20 cricket.” It was a
sentiment reflected across the country
then.

What changed everything were the
World Cup victories, the 50-over in
1983, and T20 in 2007, followed by the
IPL.

The Hundred is only a few games
old, but gimmicks aside, doesn’t look
different from its 120-ball cousin. Crick-
et has made the mistake before of
changing its essential nature and then
throwing huge amounts of money at the
new product rather than strengthening
what exists already. The message admi-
nistrators thus send out is: No, we don’t
believe in the game either.

The new audience — the reason un-
derlying the change — is setting itself up

for bewilderment at any other cricket
match. After all that 10-or-5 balls stuff,
they will then be exposed to the regular
six-ball over and wonder where they (or
the umpires) have gone wrong. Short-
format cricket at least had the advan-
tage, perhaps the decency even, of en-
suring the game looked and felt the
same.

The Hundred may or may not work
as a domestic tournament and if it does,
England might be tempted to push for it
to be accepted at the international le-
vel. It might be tactically more com-
plex, especially for the fielding captain.
And you can wear jeans in the Lord’s
pavilion which must count as a major
innovation.

It is proving noteworthy in one area,
however, and that’s in women’s cricket.
Women aren’t paid the same amounts
as the men, but they play their matches
first followed by the men’s.

Live television has already given so-
meone like Jemimah Rodrigues a wider
audience, and the teams the exposure
they continue to need.

Huge TV audience

The opening match, between Oval In-
vincibles and Manchester Originals
drew the largest television audience for
women’s cricket in the UK.

Many have compared Rodrigues’s
debut innings with Brendon McCul-
lum’s 158 that gave the IPL its stamp of
acceptance. We should resist the temp-
tation to over-interpret.

Is this cricket’s future? Is this the best
format for the Olympics or will some
bright suit figure out that a 10-over tour-
nament would be ideal? Thanks to the
television deals with both BBC and Sky,
is The Hundred too big to fail?

Most importantly, will it be England
cricket’s saviour or ruin? Right now
there are more questions than answers.

rounds. Her victims includ-
ed Bhakti and P. V. Nandhid-
haa, seeded three and five.
Arpita Mukherjee, seeded
18, took the second spot

with nine points.

Sreeja Seshadri topped a
three-way tie at 8.5 points to

take the third spot.

The rapid time-control
used in the championship
was 15-minute, plus five-se-
cond increment (per-move),

for each player.

Raahul on song

In the junior section, win-
ner V. S. Raahul (9.5 points)
led Tamil Nadu’s sweep of

the top four spots.

Meanwhile, in the open
category, Bengal’s Mitrabha
Guha took the lead with 6.5

points from seven rounds.

Top seed Abhijeet Gupta
(Petroleum) bounced back

Mushfiqur,
Liton to miss
Australia series

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
DHAKA
Bangladesh has ruled out
batsmen Mushfiqur Rahim
and Liton Das for a Twen-
ty20 series against Austra-
lia next month after they
left the team’s coronavirus
bubble, a top official said
on Tuesday.

Mushfiqur and Liton left
a recent tour of Zimbabwe
early because of family
emergencies and must iso-
late before rejoining the
squad, said Bangladesh
Cricket Board chief execu-
tive Nizam Uddin
Chowdhury.

from a defeat earlier in the
day to share the second spot
at six points.

Leading standings: (from 11
rounds):

Women: 1. Vantika Agarwal
(Del, 9.5 points), 2. Arpita
Mukherjee (Ben, 9), 3-5. Srija
Seshadri (TN), Soumya Swami-
nathan (Mah), R. Vaishali (TN)
(8.5 each), 6-11. N. Priyanka
(Andhra), Mary Ann Gomes
(Pet), P.V. Nandhidhaa (TN),
Tania Sachdev (Del), Padmini
Rout (Odi) and Mrudul Dehan-
kar (Mah) (8 each).

Junior boys: 1. V.S. Raahul (TN,
9.5 points), 2. Bharath Subra-
manium (TN, 9), 3-8. P. Iniyan
(TN), G.B. Harshavardhan (TN),
Mitrabha Guha (Ben), Sub-
hayan Kundu (Ben), V.S. Rath-
anvel (TN) and M. Pranesh (TN)
(8 each).

Vantika Agarwal.

have identified eight
members as close contacts,”
the release added.

The release also said the
entire contingent
underwent a RT-PCR test to
ascertain any further
outbreak in the squad.

The match was to be
played at the R. Premadasa
Stadium here. Now there
will be back-to-back
matches on Wednesday and
Thursday.

India won the first T20I
and it is quite baffling as to
how Krunal, who has been a
part of the strict bio-bubble
for the past one month,
contracted the virus.
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Hendrick passes away
LONDON

Former England bowler Mike
Hendrick has died aged 72,
his old county Derbyshire
announced on Tuesday.
Hendrick had been suffering
from bowel and liver cancer
for some time.

Renowned for his accuracy,
Hendrick took 87 wickets in
30 Tests at an average of
25.83 from 1974 to 1981.

He also played in 22 ODIs and
was the leading bowler at the
1979 World Cup, with 10
wickets from five matches.

Aussie bowlers engineer
ODI series win
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We did it! Ashton Agar, left, and Matthew Wade saw
Australia home from a rather tricky situation. =arp

AUSTRALIA IN WI

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BRIDGETOWN

Australia’s bowling attack
dominated the West Indies
batting line-up on way to a
series-clinching six-wicket
victory in the decisive final
fixture of the three-match
ODI series here on Monday.

Opener Evin  Lewis
played a lone hand with an
unbeaten 55 as the tourists
bundled out the home side
for 152 off 45.1 overs batting
first with Mitchell Starc lead-
ing the rout with figures of
three for 43.

Fellow new-ball bowler

Josh Hazlewood was at his
most miserly in claiming
two for 18 while the trio of
spinners Adam Zampa, Ash-
ton Agar and Ashton Turner
combined for the other five
wickets.

Matthew Wade’s unbea-
ten 51 (52b, 2x6, 5x4) led
Australia to the target with
almost 20 overs to spare.
The scores: West Indies 152 in
45.1 overs (Evin Lewis 55 n.o.;
Mitchell Starc 3/43) lost to
Australia 153/4 in 30.3 overs
(Alex Carey 35, Mitchell Marsh
29, Matthew Wade 51 n.o.).
Toss: West Indies. MoM: Agar;
MoS: Starc.

Australia won the match by
six wickets and the three-match
series 2-1.

Noble gesture by Hamilton

GENERAL

REUTERS
LONDON

Seven times Formula One
champion Lewis Hamilton
made a personal pledge of
£20 million on Tuesday as
he launched a new founda-
tion, Mission 44, supporting
under-represented  young
people in Great Britain.

The money will support
organisations and pro-
grammes that narrow the
gap in employment and edu-
cation through partner-
ships, collaborations, grant
giving and advocacy, a state-
ment said.

The Mercedes driver’s
brand partners and spon-

sors will also be

contributing.

“Mission 44 represents
my commitment to create
real change within this com-
munity,” said the Briton,
who could celebrate a re-
cord-extending 100th career
win at this weekend’s Hun-
garian Grand Prix.

“In my early life, I expe-
rienced first-hand how com-
ing from an under represent-
ed background can affect
your future but, luckily for
me, I was able to overcome
those odds through oppor-
tunity and support. [ want to
ensure that other young pe-
ople from similar back-
grounds are able to do the
same,” he added.

Lewis Hamilton.
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