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DDMA allows school
assembly halls to open
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (DDMA) on
Sunday permitted the use of
auditoriums and assembly
halls in schools and
educational institutions for
meeting and training
purposes. The DDMA said the
move was taken owing to
considerable decline in
COVID-19 cases and overall
improvement in the situation.
CITY » PAGE 3

Kejriwal promises free
power in Uttarakhand
NEW DELHI

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
national convener and Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Sunday promised up to
300 units of free electricity
per month to every family in
Uttarakhand and free
electricity to the farmers of
the State. He added that if
AAP is voted to power in the
2022 Assembly pollin
Uttarakhand, the party would
also waive old electricity bills.
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UNITY 22

Richard Branson and crew are seen on board Virgin Galactic's passenger rocket plane VSS
Unity before starting their untethered ascent to the edge of space above Spaceport America.
The crew successfully flew to space and returned on Sunday. =REUTERS (REPORT ON PAGE 11)

Chinese protest against Dalai
Lamas blrthday Celebratlons

VIJAITA SINGH
DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

Chinese nationals displayed
banners in protest from
across Indus river, close to
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC), when Indian villagers
were celebrating the birth-
day of the Dalai Lama in
Demchok in eastern Ladakh.

According to Urgain Tse-
wang, village head of Koyul
(Kakjung), one of the last set-
tlements in the Demchok
sector, the Chinese, com-
prising Army personnel and
civilians, came in five vehi-
cles down unpaved roads
and raised the banners 200

Dhami holds off on
Kanwar yatra decision

‘We will consult neighbouring States’

PRISCILLA JEBARAJ
NEW DELHI

Any decision on allowing
the Kanwar Yatra this year
will be taken after discus-
sions with neighbouring
States, Uttarakhand’s new
Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami said, after
weekend consultations
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah. A senior offi-
cial in the CM’ office
confirmed that he has also
held consultations with Yo-
gi Adityanath, his counter-
part in Uttar Pradesh.
Among medical officers
on the ground in Uttarak-
hand, however, there is a
recognition that allowing
the Kanwar Yatra could
lead to an increased spread
of COVID-19 cases and
heightened challenges in
managing the pandemic.
Uttarakhand is review-
ing its earlier decision to
cancel the yatra. This fol-

lows the U.P. government’s
announcement that the pil-
grimage will begin from Ju-
ly 25, despite concerns that
it could become another

COVID super spreader
event like the Kumbh Mela
earlier this year.

Given the religious senti-
ments and health concerns
involved, the decision on
whether to cancel the yatra
again has political ramifica-
tions, especially given that
both Uttar Pradesh and Ut-
tarakhand are headed to
the polls next year.

Mr. Dhami tweeted a link
to his interview with the
Aaj Tak news channel in
which he said, “It is a mat-
ter of the faith of millions.
However, people’s lives
should not be threatened.
Saving lives is our first
priority. God would not like
it if people lost their lives to
COVID due to the yatra.”

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Causing a stir: Chinese displaying banners from across Indus
river, near the LAC in Demchok. =speciaL ARRANGEMENT

m from a community centre
where the Dalai Lama’s
birthday was being celebrat-
ed.

The incident occurred

around 11 a.m. on July 6 at
Dola Tamgo in Koyul village
along Indus river.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

‘High command will
decide on CM change’

But no reason for it now, says Baghel

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Sunday
said he was asked to take
oath as the Chief Minister by
the Congress high com-
mand, and it was for them
to decide whether or not
there should be a change of
guard. He added that “such
arrangements take place
while running coalition go-
vernments”.

Minister’s demands
Mr. Baghel’s comments are
significant in the wake of re-
ports that Health Minister
T.S. Singh Deo wants the
high command to “honour”
the rotation formula of
changing the CM after two
and a half years that was
supposed to have been
agreed to in December 2018.
Mr. Baghel was speaking
after meeting Congress gen-
eral secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra at 10 Janpath,
the official residence of Con-

Bhupesh Baghel

gress president Sonia Gand-
hi, where the leaders are
said to have discussed next
year’s Assembly election in
Uttar Pradesh.

“The high command in-
structed me to take the oath
[as Chief Minister], so I took
the oath. When they say so-
meone else will be the Chief
Minister, then it will be so,”
he said, adding, “Such
agreements happen in a
coalition government but
Congress has three-fourths
majority in Chhattisgarh.”

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

New population policy keeps
all sections in mind: Adityanath

Rising population is the root of major problems, says U.P. Chief Minister

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW

Every section of society
must join in the awareness
programme for population
control, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
said on Sunday as he
launched the State’s popula-
tion policy for 2021-2030.

Mr. Adityanath said rising
population was the root of
major problems and prevail-
ing inequality in society. “In-
creasing population can be
an obstacle to develop-
ment,” he said here, stating
that the new policy was
drafted keeping in mind all
sections of society.

If there is no gap between
the birth of two children, it
will naturally affect their nu-
trition, he said, explaining
the need for spacing and

Future planning | The Uttar Pradesh Population Policy 2021-2030 was
launched to reduce maternal and infant deaths in a time-bound manner. The policy aims to:

Baby steps Yogi Ad|tyanath encouraging a
newly married couple to opt for family planning
in Lucknow on Sunday. = PTI

C

held among those communities,

Awareness and extensive
programmes would be

cadres and geographical areas
that have a higher fertility rate

U.P. POPULATION POLICY

—' = Decrease the

151% by 2026

= Decrease maternal
mortality rate (per
1,00,000 live births)

total fertility rate
(number of children
per woman) from

2.7t021by2026  from 197 to 150 by
and17by2030 2026 and 98 by 2030
= |ncrease modern . Decrease infant
contraceptive mortality rate (per
prevalence rate 1,000 live births) from
from 31.7% to 45% 43 to 32 by 2026 and
by 2026 and 52% 22 by 2030

by2030 ........................... = Decrease under 5

® Increase male mortality rate (per
methods of 1,000 live births) from
contraceptionuse 47 to 35 by 2016 and
from 10.8% to 25 by 2030

We should not forget that the increase
in population contributes to poverty
in society. Hence, until all sections are made

comprehensively aware, there will be a
delay in fulfilling various goals
YOGI ADITYANATH, UTTAR PRADESH CM

control in population.

‘Hurdle to development’

“Across the world, concerns
have been raised from time
to time about increasing
population being a hurdle in

development. Discussions
on it have been going on for
four decades... The coun-

tries and States which have
made efforts in this direction
have seen positive results.
However, more efforts are

needed.”

The new policy aims at de-
creasing the total fertility
rate from 2.7 to 2.1 by 2026

First report on
compliance
from Twitter

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Twitter has appointed Vi-
nay Prakash as its resident
grievance officer for India,
according to its website.
The micro-blogging site al-
so published its first com-
pliance report, which is
mandatory under the new
digital rules.

“In compliance with
Rule 4(1)(d) of the Informa-
tion Technology (Interme-
diary Guidelines and Digi-
tal Media Ethics Code)
Rules, 2021, we have pu-
blished our inaugural re-
port on July 11, 2021, for the
reporting period from May
26, 2021, through to June
25, 2021,” Twitter said on
its website.

As per the new digital
media rules, significant so-
cial media intermediaries
are required to appoint a
grievance officer, a nodal
officer and a chief com-
pliance officer.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Mobile theatre groups in Assam fa

Experts look at
ways to revive
the sector

RAHUL KARMAKAR
GUWAHATI
The majority of the 30
mobile theatre groups in
Assam may find it difficult to
stage a comeback after
almost two years of closure
due to the two phases of the
COVID-19 lockdown
preceded by the unrest
associated with the
anti-Citizenship
(Amendment) Act protests.
The Krishna Kanta
Handique State Open
University on July 9
organised a virtual meeting
of Bhramyoman (travelling
theatre) producers,
directors and cultural

Thli‘s PDF was originally uploa,d to Brills Express Official (https://t.me/The_Hindu_Express) before anyone else. Don:t forget to join backup cha)el @Thehindu000

economy experts, to find a
way forward for the mobile
theatre groups crippled by
months of inactivity.

The meeting coincided
with the birthday of Achyut
Lahkar, who started the
mobile theatre revolution by
forming the Nataraj Theatre
group in 1963.

“The Bhramyoman
season from July to April
suffered a bit towards the
end of 2019-2020, before
COVID-19 struck, to keep
those associated with the
industry virtually
unemployed. The situation
does not look like it is
improving soon, and
because the investment is
huge for a theatre group,
99% may not survive this
phase,” Prastuti Parashar, an
actor and head of the

Advertisement for a moblle
theatre group performance
atavillagein Assam.

= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Awahan theatre group, said.

“Given the popularity of
mobile theatres across

Assam’s rural landscape and
the demand, we have to
think of ways to stage plays
while coexisting with

COVID-19. Maybe we can cut

ce a bleak future

down the audience size of
1,500-2,000 during normal
times to 700-800, and
increase the number of
shows per day,” said
playwright-director Abhijit
Bhattacharya, who has been
associated with the
Bhramyoman for 25 years.

Suresh Ranjan Goduka, a
mass communication design
researcher at the Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT),
Guwahati, said the annual
turnover of the mobile
theatre groups was 325
crore. “Mobile theatre
owners said materials such
as bamboo, iron poles and
fittings, timber and
tarpaulin have been
damaged or are unusable
because of almost two years
of inactivity. They will need
to pump in 40 lakh-345

lakh more to be back on the
road,” he said.

No workers
The toughest challenge for
the mobile theatre groups is
to find technicians who
handle a range of activities
from setting up the stage
and theatre halls to cooking
for the unit and transporting
them from place to place.
“Each theatre group
involves 120-150 people who
get paid on the condition of
no-work-no-pay. The
challenge for the theatre
groups is that many workers
have either moved out in
search of jobs or are selling
perishables for a living,”
Jayanta Kumar Sarma,
professor of the university’s
Mass Communication
Department, said.

and 1.7 by 2030, increase
modern contraceptive pre-
valence rate from 31.7% to
45% by 2026 and 52% by
2030, increase male meth-
ods of contraception use
from 10.8% to 15.1% by 2026
and 16.4% by 2030, decrease
maternal mortality rate from
197 to 150 to 98, and infant
mortality rate from 43 to 32
to 22, and under 5 infant
mortality rate from 47 to 35
to 25.

Targeting  stabilisation,
the draft of the policy also

said the State would attempt
to maintain a balance of pop-
ulation among the various
communities. “Awareness
and extensive programmes
would be held among those
communities, cadres and ge-
ographical areas that have a
higher fertility rate,” the pol-
icy read.

Addressing a function at
his official residence here,
the Chief Minister said ef-
forts to control population
were linked to comprehen-
sive awareness in society.

“We should not forget that
the increase in population
contributes to poverty in so-
ciety. Hence, until all sec-
tions of society are made
comprehensively  aware,
there will be a delay in fulfill-
ing various goals. Every sec-
tion of society has to be asso-
ciated with the awareness
campaign,” Mr. Adityanath
said. The health of a mother
and her child have to be
linked with this, the CM said.

NAQVI SLAMS CRITICS » PAGE 8

Akhilesh Yadav lashes out at BJP over

violence during local body elections
It's the party with the most hooliganism, says the SP chief

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW
Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav on Sunday
accused the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) of being the party
with the most goondagardi
(hooliganism), as he lashed
out at the Uttar Pradesh go-
vernment headed by Yogi
Adityanath for the violence
and clashes that broke out
during the local body polls.
“The amount of goonda-
gardi that has happened in
U.P. ... perhaps, I may not

have used the word goonda
in my political career so far.
Since we have witnessed the
panchayat polls on TV and
heard from people, there
cannot be a bigger goonda-
gardi wali party (party with
hooliganism) than the BJP,”
Mr. Yadav said here in a press
conference.

The ruling BJP had on Sa-
turday claimed victory in 635
out of 825 block pramukh
posts in the State even as the
Samajwadi Party accused the
government of misusing its

administrative machinery to
“forcibly capture” the posts.

Police officer slapped
The voting and the nomina-
tion for the block pramukh
polls were marred by brawls,
clashes and firing in 17 dis-
tricts, including Etawah,
where an officer of the rank
of Superintendent of Police,
City, was allegedly slapped
while trying to prevent a
crowd of BJP supporters
from breaching the barri-
cade near a polling booth.
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SHINJINI GHOSH
NEW DELHI

Ghaziabad resident Anshika

Singh enrolled at the Delhi
University (DU) for under-grad-
uation. However, with online
classes continuing to be the norm
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it
has been difficult for her to gauge
how college functions or access
the facilities on campus.

For several first-year students
like Ms. Singh, who are set to ap-
pear for their second-semester
examinations next month, a lack
of interaction with professors
and peers, sans the computer
screen, has meant that the “col-
lege life” they expected was in
dissonance with the reality.

Ms. Singh, a student of Miran-
da House, said: “After boards, we
thought we’ll get to go out, ex-
plore an independent life which
DU offers and meet people com-
ing from different parts of the
country. But we lost out on the
chance. The exposure that DU
offers, including extracurricular
activities, is also why you want to
join the university. But due to the
pandemic, interactions got res-
tricted.”

The BA (Programme) student
added: “At times attending online
classes feel like listening to pod-
casts. Interaction with teachers

It has been nearly a year since

reality and
crash of
expectations

First year college students have begun to
lament online classes for a range of reasons
— from boredom to lack of interactions,

exposure and co-curricular activities

also gets restricted and you simp-
ly do not get the exposure you
hoped for. For many, mental
health issues are also on a rise.
When there is interaction, you
get to learn stuff, which is not
present online. We do not even
have direct interaction with the
administration. The experience
for which I joined Miranda House

is still unclear for me. Even for
teachers, this is a whole new
scenario.”

Attending online classes was not
equivalent to the “human con-
nect” that you would expect on
campus, others added.

Prathit Singh, a Political Science
student of Ramjas College, said:
“When you join a DU North Cam-

Students at the Delhi University campus. =SANDEEP SAXENA AND SUSHIL
KUMAR VERMA

pus college you have expectations.
Initially, I adapted to the life of on-
line classes but eventually, the en-
thusiasm faded away. Online lec-
tures are difficult to focus on at
times. Even though I was able to
make a few friends and meet them
online, the human connect is mis-
sing. I am missing out on a very im-
portant thing.”

It was more stressful during
the onslaught of the second
wave. “During the second wave,
it was even more stressful when
professors were also unwell. Eve-
rything around us was distraught
and gradually the pace of classes
was also reduced as several stu-
dents and teachers were infect-
ed. The motivation is slightly slip-
ping away but we don’t really
have an alternative at the mo-
ment,” said the Kolkata resident.

Stifled dreams
Stating that the current batch
was “extremely unfortunate”
due to curtailed dreams of inde-
pendence and self-discovery,
Dhruv Garg, a student of Kirori
Mal College (KMC) said, “In order
to have bonds one has to step out
and college is essentially the first
time people travel and live by
themselves. That is something
we missed out on. I have been
able to make friends online but
for a lot of people it is difficult.”
“Last week I met a few of my

online friends for the first time
and it did not really feel over-
whelming. It was quite normal. I
think the transition from online
to offline will be okay for me,”
said Garg, a student of
Economics.

Professors at the university al-
so said that the current structure
of teaching-learning, brought in
due to the ongoing pandemic had
an adverse impact on the
students.

Practical hurdles

Tanvir Aeijaz, professor at Ram-
jas College, said: “Students have
been impacted both academical-
ly and socially. Academically a lot
of things we do in the classroom
like impromptu discussions are
missing in online classes. The li-
veliness and experience of the
classroom are not there. This
makes a huge difference. A ma-
jority of the students often do not
have their videos on for several
reasons which also make it diffi-
cult for the teacher to know if the
student is even present.”

There are manifold hindranc-
es, he said. “Communication gets
distorted online. University is a
space that once students enter,
they are in a different mind space
altogether and there is some pur-
pose. The academic charm is
missing in online classes. Teach-
ing-learning within a structured
environment is not there and if
that ecology is missing then the
factors that determine learning
also changes. Online students are
getting impoverished in terms of
learning and knowledge and it is
a huge loss for them,” said Mr.
Aeijaz.

Dystopic reality

Speaking of a “dystopic reality”
that professors and students are
currently experiencing, St. Ste-
phens College professor Nandita
Narain said: “There is no sense of a
community, class or college. This is
not even a pale shadow of what is
actually experienced in a college,
mostly from each other and to a
large extent from teachers. In this
virtual reality, most people do not
even switch on their videos so one
doesn’t even know who they are
speaking to.” “It is to be seen how
the current batch copes in the se-
cond year as their first year foun-
dation will be shaky,” lamented
Ms. Narain.

390 families
apply for
COVID relief

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government on
Sunday announced that
around 390 beneficiaries
have applied under the go-
vernment scheme to pro-
vide financial assistance to
families who lost their rela-
tives to COVID-19

Social Welfare Minister
Rajendra Pal Gautam said
that 220 applications were
for a pension of ¥2,500 per
month and 170 for 50,000
one time ex-gratia.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and Mr. Gautam
had launched ‘Mukhya-
mantri COVID-19 Pariwar
Aarthik Sahayata Yojana’
on July 6. Under the
scheme, 50,000 ex-gratia
will be given to every fami-
ly that lost a member to
COVID-19 and an addition-
al%2,500 per month will be
given if the deceased was
the sole breadwinner.

3 held for ‘honeytrapping’ businessman

Techie, his aides demanded 1 crore and threatened to upload morphed pictures

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A software engineer and his
two associates have been ar-
rested for allegedly honey-
trapping a businessman and
demanding 31 crore from
him after threatening to
upload his morphed pic-
tures on social media plat-
forms, police said on
Sunday.

The main accused, Raj
Kishor Singh, a software en-
gineer based in Gurugram,
fell into bad company due to
lavish lifestyle, they said.

He opened a spa and re-
cruited women for call girl
services. To meet his expens-
es, he used them to honey-
trap rich and wealthy busi-
nessmen, shoot intimate
pictures or videos and de-
manded money from them
after threatening to upload
them if they failed to pay up,
they said.

Police said Singh along

Farmer electrocuted
at Singhu protest site

Police have ruled out any foul play

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM
A 46-year-old farmer died of
electrocution at the Singhu
border, the site of farmers’
agitation, said the police.
Sohan Singh (42), was
found dead near an electric
transformer late on Satur-
day night, said Sub-Inspec-
tor Shamsher Singh of Kun-
dli Police Station in Sonipat.
“He died of electrocution. A
post-mortem was conduct-
ed,” he said, adding that the
police have ruled out any
foul play.

Deep sorrow

Samyukt Kisan Morcha, a
coalition of farmer unions
spearheading the agitation,
issued a press statement ex-

Thli‘s PDF was originally uploa,d to Brills Express Official (https://t.me/The_Hindu_Express) before anyone else. Don:t forget to join backup cha)el @Thehindu000

pressing deep sorrow at
“the sad loss of life of a farm-
er warrior of the Delhi prot-
est” and conveyed its heart-
felt condolences to the
family.

The SKM, in a press state-
ment, said that the de-
ceased belonged to Kauke
Kala village in Punjab’s Lud-
hiana district. He was a
member of Bharatiya Kisan
Union (Lakhowal) and is
survived by his mother,
wife, three daughters and a
son.

Farmers, from Punjab,
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh,
have been protesting in
huge numbers at Delhi’s
borders since November
2020, demanding the repeal
of the three farm laws.

(") During the

meeting, the
woman would
place the camera
hidden in her
handbag discreetly
in the room and
captured intimate
videos and
pictures

A SENIOR POLICE OFFICER

with Aryan Dixit (28) and
another female associate, al-
so a software engineer,
would target wealthy busi-
nessmen through Tinder.
The woman would initiate
chats to lure the victim and
later fix up a meeting, police
said.

“During the meeting, the
woman would place the
camera hidden in her hand-
bag discreetly in the room
and captured intimate vide-
os and pictures. After a few
days, the victim would get an

extortion call from Singh,
who threatened to upload
the videos and pictures on
the social media platforms if
the demanded money was
not paid,” a senior police of-
ficer said.

The arrests of all the three
accused were made by Delhi
Police’s Crime Branch after it
received a complaint from a
businessman. In the com-
plaint, the businessman stat-
ed that he had received calls
from an unknown person
who was demanding 31 crore
from him and threatening to
publish his nude and
morphed pictures along
with a woman on social me-
dia sites, according to the
police.

Deception, disclosure

DCP (Crime) Manoj C said
during investigation, techni-
cal surveillance was mount-
ed, manual information was
collected and location of the

suspect was identified. “A
raid was conducted and one
of the suspects identified as
Rajkishor Singh was nabbed
from Gurugram who dis-
closed his involvement and
revealed names of his two
accomplices,” the DCP said.
Another raid was con-
ducted at DLF Phase ITin Gu-
rugram from where the wo-
man was arrested while her
co-accused and friend Dixit
was nabbed from south Del-
hi’s Chhatarpur, he said.
During the search, two
handbags fitted with spy
camera, memory card, USB
pen drive, laptop containing
videos and pictures of vic-
tims, and a mobile phone
used to make extortion calls
were recovered, he added.
Police said Dixit, who is an
MBA graduate, runs an on-
line garment business. Singh
was previously arrested in a
case registered at Connaught
Place station, they added.

Woman
strangulates
infant son

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 26-year-old woman was
arrested for strangulating
her 11-month-old infant to
death following a quarrel
with her husband in south
Delhi’s Fatehpur Beri, pol-
ice said on Sunday.

Accused Jyoti, who
hails from Ritoz village in
Gurugram, got married in
2011 when she was 16-
years-old but did not
share cordial relations
with her husband, they
said.

She told the police that
her 11-month-old son was
suffering from fever and
her husband Satveer Tan-
war refused to take him to
a doctor, police said.

The woman used du-
patta to strangulate her
infant following the quar-
rel. The child was then ta-
ken to Apex Hospital,
Chhatarpur by his father
and other relatives where
he was declared brought
dead, a senior police offic-
er said.

A case of murder was
registered and during in-
vestigation, both parents
levelled allegations
against each other for kill-
ing the infant. CCTV foot-
age from the village, call
records, and statements
of witnesses were taken
which revealed that Jyoti
had committed the mur-
der, the officer said.

“Jyoti has been arrested
and the dupatta was also
recovered,” he said.

“During interrogation,
the accused disclosed that
she had a quarrel with her
husband, Satveer, on July
9 at around 3.30 p.m. as
he didn’t like her since
their marriage. They ar-
gued on many things and
never shared a cordial re-
lationship. She also stated
that her son was suffering
from fever and Satveer re-
fused to take him to doc-
tor,” the officer said.

HC rejects plea of overweight
candidate in IAF recruitment

Court says it cannot dilute the rule by permitting its violation

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has re-
jected the plea of an over-
weight candidate seeking re-
cruitment as airman in the
Indian Air Force (IAF), not-
ing that he could end up be-
ing a liability for the force
rather than being of any
help in the defence of the
country.

A Bench of Justice Rajiv
Sahai Endlaw and Justice
Amit Bansal remarked once
there is a rule specifying the
weight for the particular
height, it “has to be abided
by and a slight variation
even therein cannot be
tolerated”.

“The court cannot dilute
the said rule by permitting
violation of the rule, in the
name of being miniscule. To
direct such a person to be re-

3 held for looting realtor’s house in Uttam Nagar

One of the accused was his employee; others nabbed following encounter: police

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The police on Sunday arrest-
ed three men including the
employee of a property dealer
for executing an armed rob-
bery of cash worth 38 lakh
and gold ornaments at his
house in west Delhi’s Uttam
Nagar after holding his family
hostage, police said.

The two accused, Ankush
(23) and Mukul (24), were ar-
rested following an encounter
that took place near Uttam
Nagar bus terminal, they said.

When the police team tried
to apprehend them, the duo
opened fire which hit the bul-
letproof jacket of one of the
policemen. In retaliation, the
police team opened fire which
hit Ankush, police said.

Based on their disclose, the
third, Deepanshu alias Vashu

The accused were
asked to surrender
but they defied and
fired upon police
team. In
retaliation, our
team fired back
and one of the
accused got
injured

SANTOSH KUMAR MEENA

DCP ( Dwarka)

C

(21), is a resident of Sadar Ba-
zar. He is an employee of pro-
perty dealer Vinod Lal, at
whose house an armed rob-
bery was executed, a senior
police officer said.
“Deepanshu was also ar-
rested later for providing in-
formation to the accused men
about the availability of cash
and jewellery at Mr. Lal’s

house,” he said.

The incident took place on
July 7 around 1.30 p.m. Four
armed men posing as electri-
cians entered Mr. Lal’s house
in his absence. All of them
were carrying weapons and
had their faces covered with
masks to conceal their identi-
ty. While one of them was
wearing a helmet, others
were wearing a cap. They held
the family hostage and fled
with ¥8 lakh and gold orna-
ments, a senior police officer
said.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Dwarka) Santosh Ku-
mar Meena said: “Our team
had been trailing them and at
about 5 a.m. on Sunday, when
two of the accused men were
spotted near Uttam Nagar bus
terminal, the accused were
asked to surrender but they

defied and fired upon police
team. In retaliation, our team
fired back and one of the ac-
cused got injured.”

Out of danger
He was taken to hospital for
treatment and is stated to be
out of danger, he said. They
also disclosed their involve-
ment in two more robberies
including one in Sadar Bazar
which they executed on June
26 this year, he said.

The police have recovered
a countrymade pistol, three
live cartridges, three empty
cartridges, a button-actuated
knife and a stolen motorcycle.
“Efforts are being made to
nab the accomplices of the ar-
rested accused and to collect
corroborative as well as link-
ing evidence for further inves-
tigation,” he said.

cruited, would amount to
burdening the respondents
— Indian Air Force — with an
overweight airman who
would be unfit to do the du-
ties required from him and
would end up being a liabili-
ty for the respondents rath-
er than being of any help in
the defence of the country,”
the Bench remarked.

The High Court’s direc-
tion came on a plea by one
Shivam Kumar, who had ap-

plied for recruitment as air-
man in IAF. During the med-
ical examination conducted
as part of the recruitment
process, he was found medi-
cally unfit on the ground of
being overweight by 2 kg.

Easily manageable

Mr. Kumar challenged the
finding of medical unfitness
and sought a direction to IAF
to conduct re-examination
of his medical fitness. In the
alternative, he sought a di-
rection for his appointment
as an airman on the basis of
the medical certificate of fit-
ness issued by a private hos-
pital.

Mr. Kumar argued he was
overweight by 2 kg only,
“which is nothing and which
is easily manageable”.

The High Court, however,
denied his plea.

Five arrested in Bara
Hindu Rao firing case

Two pistols with 5 cartridges seized

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Five men, including two
contract killers, have been
arrested in connection with
a firing incident in Bara Hin-
du Rao area, which left two
passers-by dead three days
ago, police said on Sunday.
Danish, the key conspirator,
who is the partner of arrest-
ed builder Feroz, too was
among the arrested.

Two pistols with five car-
tridges were seized from Ra-
hul alias Charlie (23) and Hi-
manshu (21), both from
Nand Nagri. The third ar-
rested man is Mehtab, who
is a relative of the abscond-
ing suspect, said DCP
(North) Anto Alphonse.

During initial investiga-

tion, it was found that the
complainant Haji Naeem
and his nephew Munib
shared rivalry with other
builders of Sadar Bazar and
Bara Hindu Rao. Munib had
managed to get a stay on the
construction of a building at
Ahata Kidara, which was la-
ter demolished. Upset, the
builder conspired with his
partner to settle scores.

He then got into touch
with Mehtab, the partner’s
relative, to eliminate Munib
and Naeem. Technical sur-
veillance was mounted and
sources were deployed to
nab the accused. Acting on a
tip-off, Rahul was appre-
hended from Civil Lines and
the others were arrested la-
ter, police said.
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\_ Timings

DELHI
MONDAY, JUL. 12

RISE  05:32 SET 19:22
\_ RISE 07:22 SET 21:22
TUESDAY, JUL. 13

RISE  05:33 SET 19:22
\_ RISE 08:22 SET 21:59
WEDNESDAY, JUL. 14

RISE  05:33 SET 19:22
\_ RISE 09:22 SET 22:34

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 39 29
Safdarjang 39 29
Palam 39 30

Delhi Palam Today

35°C Few spells of Light to
moderate rain and thunder-
storm likely at some places
with cloudy sky and gusty
winds.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
34°C Few spells of rain and
thundershower likely at many
places with mainly overcast
sky and gusty winds.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.
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IN BRIEF

BIMTECH holds 3rd edition
of Insurtech series

DELHI

Birla Institute of
Management Technology
(BIMTECH) in association
with India Insurtech
Association (IIA) organised
the third edition of Insurtech
Leadership Talk Series. The
chief guest at the event was
Mayank Gupta, COO and
co-founder at ZOPPER. An
integral part of the discussion
was about the growing
importance of insurance in
technology dedicated to the
growing intensity in the field
of insurance, which has been
detailed on aspects such as
underwriting and claims
settlement.
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A year aft

s

r deluge, slum

victims wait for rehabilitation

Anna Nagar JJ cluster residents, whose houses were swept away in the
rain last July, live on rent and struggle to make ends meet as multiple
visits to govt. offices fail to bear fruit

HEMANI BHANDARI
NEW DELHI

S avitri has not been able to pay

house rent — 8,000 — for the

last two months. She is wor-
ried as she doesn’t know how she’ll
manage this month’s as well.

A year ago, Savitri and nine other
families lost their homes to a natu-
ral calamity. A heavy downpour
swept away 10 houses in Anna Na-
gar slums, leaving their lives
uprooted in a day.

Nearly a year after, the affected
families are now scattered across
East and Central Delhi and are liv-
ing on rent. The Hindu met a bunch
of families who had to move to Vi-
nodNagar and are now struggling to
make ends meet while waiting for
rehabilitation.

Lived in tents

Along with her two children, Ms.
Savitri recalls living in a tent for
nearly 15 days, the Delhi govern-
ment had set up right after the inci-
dent. They stayed there opposite to
their damaged houses, close to In-
draprastha metro station. “It was
raining for days even after the inci-
dent and we used to lie wet under

the tent. Sometimes, we took re-
fuge at the metro station,” she said.
With a permanent solution not in
hand, the authorities asked the fa-
milies to move to a school where
they lived for a month and a half.

“When the school had to open
for an examination, the officials
again asked us to move to a rain
shelter house at Sarai Kale Khan. It
was so dirty, we refused. We were
then asked to live with our relatives
for a few days and were promised
that we’ll be allotted houses. Ho-
wever, days passed by and no one
even came to look for us,” said Janki
who lives with her three children,
husband and parents in-law in a
house where she has to pay 34,500
as rent every month.

Space constraint

Of the four families, presently living
in VinodNagar, one is 60-year-old Jhi-
ma Devi. In a single-room accommo-
dation, she lives with her husband
and her 100-year-old mother-in-law.
Her two sons and their families who
used to live together with them in An-
na Nagar, now live in separate rented
accommodations because of space
constrains.

I haven’t paid rent for four
months, said Ms. Devi. The CO-
VID-19 induced lockdown only ad-
ded to her woes.

Ms. Devi’s husband, Nand Kishore,
works at a hotel in Connaught Place
and while he didn’t lose his job dur-
ing the lockdown, he was paid noth-
ing for two months. He was asked to
join work only a week ago.

“We have not paid rent for four
months. Thankfully, one of my sons
who works at a government school
has been getting his salary. He
helped us with money for food and
other essentials,” she said, adding
that her 100-year-old mother-in-law
fell while walking and broke a bone
and was had to be hospitalised.
“Though the treatment was free of
cost, we had to bear the cost of
some medicines”.

Adding to the woes
Ms. Devi has been getting calls from
the landlord to pay up the rent which
is now long overdue. “I told him that
my husband has just resumed work
and will pay up soon”.

Adding to the miseries, Ms. De-
vi’s daughter, Manju, also lost her
job six months ago due to the pan-

City sees lowest daily cases since April

Govt. orders closure of part of Sadar Bazar till 10 p.m. on July 13

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Capital recorded 53 fresh
COVID-19 cases and three
deaths on Sunday. The num-
ber of new cases added is the
lowest since April 15, 2020.
The health bulletin re-
leased by the Delhi govern-
ment said 76,823 tests were
conducted in the Capital in
24 hours with a positivity rate
of 0.07%. Out of the total tests
conducted, 53,280 were RT-
PCR tests. There are 743 ac-
tive cases in the city, of which
252 are under home isolation.
The Capital has recorded
14,35,083 cases since the pan-
demic started last year with
25,015 deaths.

Haryana
withholding
Delhi’s water
share: DJB

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Delhi Jal Board vice-chair-
man Raghav Chadha on
Sunday said there was a
water shortage in the city
with levels in the Yamuna
at an all-time low as Delhi's
water share was being
withheld by Haryana. He
added that the Delhi go-
vernment will approach
the Supreme Court if the
Haryana government stops
water supply to Delhi.

“DJB has decided to
move the Supreme Court
against Haryana govt. seek-
ing due supply of Delhi's
legitimate share as already
determined by the SC in
1995. The level of the Ya-
muna river at Wazirabad
Pond in Delhi should be
674.5 feet. Whereas now
the water level of Yamuna
has come down to 667 feet
as it has dried up,” Mr.
Chadha said, adding that
despite the SC orders, Ha-
ryana has stopped the wa-
ter of Delhi.

A man gets tested for
COVID in the city on Sunday.
= SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

The bulletin added that
79,527 beneficiaries had re-
ceived the vaccination in 24-
hours, of which 52,434 were
administered the first dose.
The cumulative beneficiaries
vaccinated so far stand at
88,96,884.

To ensure that COVID-19

appropriate behavior is being
followed in markets across
the city, the government con-
tinued with its inspection
drive. On Sunday, it closed a
part of the Sadar Bazar —
from Bara Tooti Chowk to Qu-
tub Road — till 10 p.m. on July
13

“Due to a large football,
the market’s association and
shopkeepers were unable to
ensure COVID protocols on
10-07-2021 in the aforesaid
market. The guidelines and
directions of COVID protocol
are being contravened in the
above-said market, which
may cause spreading of the
virus,” the Central District
Magistrate said.

~‘Water shortage in Delhi

due to mismanagement’

Haryana says full share given to Capital

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

Haryana government on
Sunday said the State was
facing acute water shor-
tage due to delayed mon-
soon but was still maintain-
ing water supply to Delhi
without any reduction.

‘Delay in monsoon’

The people of Delhi were
facing water scarcity be-
cause of delays in mon-
soon and poor water man-
agement, said a press
statement issued by the
Haryana Public Relations
Department attributing it
to an official spokesperson.

It further accused the
Delhi government of mak-
ing false political rhetoric
to hide its failure, adding
the national Capital was
being given its full share of
water despite 40% less wa-
ter in the Yamuna.

The official spokesper-
son said according to the
report of the Economic
Survey 2017 of the Delhi go-
vernment, 20% of the

drinking water in Delhi was
wasted due to mismanage-
ment. According to ex-
perts, the amount of drink-
ing water that is wasted is
more than 30%.

It is a matter of great re-
gret that the Haryana go-
vernment was facing criti-
cism of the Delhi
government despite mak-
ing positive efforts and fol-
lowing the orders of the Su-
preme Court.

He said Delhi has a share
of 719 cusecs of water at
Munak from Yamuna and
Ravi Beas waters. In addi-
tion to it, 330 cusecs extra
Yamuna water is being re-
leased by Haryana at Mu-
nak, as per compliance of
Supreme Court orders pro-
nounced on February 29,
1996.

He said the Upper Yamu-
na River Board in its 52nd
and 54th meetings has al-
ready verified this posi-
tion.

He said Haryana had no
role in the water shortage
in Delhi.

Anna Nagar JJ cluster residents -
who lost houses in July last after a
heavy downpour- staying on rent in
Vinod Nagar. =SANDEEP SAXENA

demic. The family faced the same
problem during the lockdown last
year but they didn’t have to bear
the rent as they were at their own
home last year.

Kamla Devi (58) and her husband
Pan Singh are also struggling to
make ends meet as their sons who
used to previously stay with them
now live separately on rent. “We
need money. My husband can’t
walk properly. He works as a secur-
ity guard outside an ATM,” she said.
“T'hope we don’t die waiting for the
house”.

It’s Ms. Savitri daughter’s fifth
birthday next month and the moth-
er is disheartened because due to fi-
nancial crisis she won’t be able to
celebrate it the way her daughter is
expecting. She started working as a
house help in AshokaNiketan is
East Delhi. “I need to first take an e-
rickshaw and then a bus to reach
the house. Sometimes, I walk the
path instead of taking an e-rick-
shaw to save some money”.

Dodged by officials

Her husband Kuber Chand Kotiyal
works as a security guard in Old
Delhi and rides a cycle to work. He
has been to goversnment offices a
multiple times to get updates about
their house but has been dodged
every time.

“In the last one year, I have tried to
meet several officials in municipal de-
partment and the Delhi Urban Shel-
ter Improvement Board [DUSIB] but
they keep telling me that our work
will be done. On July 5, along with a
member from each affected family, I
visited the DUSIB office in West Delhi.
They told me to come next month. I
told them that if nothing happens till
next month, then all the families will
come here and stay outside the of-
fice”.

It has been learnt that survey of
this JJ cluster has been conducted
by the DUSIB for rehabilitation.

DUSIB member Bipin Rai said
that the government body has com-
pleted the formalities for rehabilita-
tion of these families. “However,
the Central government is interven-
ing and asking the DUSIB to allot
houses on rent. The discussion over
the matter is ongoing,” he said.

Halls, auditoriums to
reopen in educational
institutions, says DDMA

Only 50% seating capacity allowed

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Disaster Manage-
ment Authority on Sunday
permitted the use of audito-
riums and assembly halls in
schools and educational in-
stitutions for meeting and
training purposes with up to
50% seating capacity.

The DDMA said the move
was taken owing to the con-
siderable decline in COVID
cases in Delhi. It said there
will be strict adherence to
standard operating proce-
dures and other guidelines
of the government and com-
pliance with COVID-appro-
priate behaviour.

The government said the
notification by the DDMA
provides an opportunity to
the educational institutions
to resume their academic
preparation, including train-
ing, meetings for reopening

whenever the situation im-
proves further. However,
schools and other educa-
tional institutions shall, ho-
wever, remain closed and
the teaching-learning activi-
ties shall continue online.

This decision will give a
boost to ongoing education
projects of the Delhi govern-
ment like teacher training in
offline mode also in a
phased manner, the govern-
ment said.

Parent-teacher meeting
It is preparing to host a pa-
rent-teacher meetings for all
government schools bet-
ween July 19 and July 31.

“These meetings can now
provide an opportunity to
the schools to get the views
of parents on schools reo-
pening and will be conduct-
ed using staggered timings,”
the government said.

Lok Adalat resolves over
7500 cases in Gurugram

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

More than 7,500 cases
were disposed of involv-
ing a settlement amount
of ¥2.79 crore at the Lok
Adalats held in Gurugram
on Saturday as part of the
second National Lok Ada-
lat this year.

Lalita Patwardhan,
Chief Judicial Magistrate
and Secretary, District Le-
gal Services Authority, Gu-
rugram informed that
around 35,000 cases of all
categories were taken up
and 7,522 were disposed
of, according to a press
statement by the

authority.

As per the guidelines of
Justice Mr. Rajan Gupta,
Judge, Punjab and Harya-
na High Court and Execu-
tive Chairman, Haryana
State Legal Services Auth-
ority and S.P. Singh, Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge,
and Chairman, District Le-
gal Services Authority, Gu-
rugram, Lok Adalats were
held at Gurugram Ses-
sions Court and Sub-Divi-
sions courts at Sohna and
Pataudi.

Mr. Singh constituted 14
Benches for the Lok Ada-
lats, including two Bench-
es only for traffic challans.

Court seeks
Centre’s reply
on M.P. lawyers’
body petition

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has
directed the Centre to res-
pond to a petition by a
Madhya Pradesh lawyers’
body challenging the
transfer of the presiding
officer of the Debt Recov-
ery Tribunal (DRT), Jabal-
pur to DRT Lucknow.

A Bench of Chief Jus-
tice D.N. Patel and Justice
Jyoti Singh issued the not-
ice on the petition by the
State Bar Council of Mad-
hya Pradesh.

The Council, in its plea,
said shifting DRT to a
place 600 km away “rup-
tures and disturbs the
convenience, affording
capacity, reach of the liti-
gants”. It said shifting
DRT Jabalpur to other
states is clearly arbitrary,
dehors the provisions of
the Recovery of Debts
Due to Banks and Finan-
cial Institutions Act
(RDDBFT Act).

Next hearing
The Council has also
sought the appointment
of a regular full-time in-
cumbent presiding officer
for DRT Jabalpur.

The High Court will
hear the case in August.
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Farmers break
glass of Deputy
Speaker’s car

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

Agitating farmers allegedly
broke the rear windscreen
and a window glass of Ha-
ryana Deputy Speaker Ran-
bir Gangwa’s official vehi-
cle during a protest against
his participation at a party
function in Chaudhary De-
vi Lal University in Sirsa on
Sunday.

Mr. Gangwa was coming
out from the university in
his car escorted by the pol-
ice when around a
hundred farmers carrying
black flags blocked his way
around 4 p.m. and prevent-
ed him from leaving.

“In the ensuing commo-
tion, farmers broke the
rear windscreen and a win-
dow glass of Mr. Gangwa’s
vehicle. Some stones were
also pelted. But he was
safely escorted out of the
area,” Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police, Sirsa, Sanjay
Kumar told The Hindu over
phone.

Local MP Sunita Duggal
was also present at the
function inside the univer-
sity, but she managed to
leave from another gate.

However, she was ear-
lier shown black flags at a
function in Fatehabad.

Kejriwal promises free
‘power in Uttarakhand

300 units free for every household, old bills will be waived

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Aam Aadmi Party national
convener and Delhi Chief Mi-
nister Arvind Kejriwal on
Sunday promised up to 300
units of free electricity per
month to every family in Ut-
tarakhand and free electrici-
ty to the farmers of the State.

Mr. Kejriwal, on a visit to
the State, said that if AAP is
voted to power in the 2022
Assembly election in Utta-
rakhand, it would also waive
old electricity bills and pro-
vide 24 hours of power
across the State.

“Uttarakhand has been
blessed by abundance of
beauty and natural resourc-
es. There are rivers, moun-
tains, trees, vegetation, and
even herbs in the State.
There are great, honest, and
hardworking people as well
in Uttarakhand. But the lead-
ers and parties here have left
no stone unturned to des-
troy Uttarakhand,” he said at
a press conference in
Dehradun.

Mr. Kejriwal said two par-
ties in the State have been
looting it in turns and ques-

Wt L5 o s
AAP supremo Arvind Kejriwal addressing a press meet in
Dehradun on Sunday. =p1i

tioned why a State that gen-
erates electricity and even
sells it to other States was not
providing free or cheap elec-
tricity to its people. He ad-
ded that all-round develop-
ment was taking place in
Delhi and promised to do the
same in Uttrakhand if voted

issue. Today I am here to give
you a guarantee on the issue
of electricity. We will also an-
nounce a CM face for the
State,” he said.

Promising to stop corrup-
tion in the State, the AAP
convener invited all those
who wanted to do good work

to power. to join the AAP.
“The politics of Uttarak-
‘Series of guarantees’ hand is taking a turn. The

“Kejriwal does what he says.
This is our first guarantee in
a series of guarantees. This
means I will come again next
month to talk about another
issue. And then again next
month to talk about another

politics of Uttarakhand is
about to change. All of you
who are not being able to do
good work in your respective
parties can come and join
the Aam Aadmi Party,” Mr.
Kejriwal added.

BANARAS LOCOMOTIVE WORKS, VARANASI-221004

No.: BLW/D&D/Gen/HHP/Conversion/Pt-6
NOTICE FOR EOI
Dy. Chief Design Engineer/Vehicle, BLW, Varanasi acting for and on behalf of
President of India, invites EQI for the following works S.No. 1, EOI No:- Name of
Work: Conversion of HHP Diesel Locomotives into Electric Locomotives,
Approximate Cost Z:-, Completion Period:--. EOl Cost I:-- Earnest
Money :-, Closing Date & Time: 07.09.2021 till 15:00 hrs. EOl opening
Date & Time: 07.09.2021 at 15:30 hrs. Note: The detail of above
EOIl is available at blw website www.blw.indianrailways.com
(Department_Design Department_Expression of Interest) under the link
https://blw.indianrailways.gov.in/view section.jsp?lang=0&id=0,295,798,799.
The firms which desire to submit their respones are advised to go themselves on

the above website link. CORRIGENDUM
Notice Publication Date: 09.07.2021, Notice Subject: EQOI for Conversion of

HHP Diesel Locomotives into Electric Locomotives, Details of Corrigendum:
The website of BLW published as www.blw.indianrailways.com should be read as

Dated: 08.07.2021

www.blw.indianrailways.gov.in.
P.RIBLW/M-04
f . Ibanaraslocowork

Dy. Chief Design Engineer/Vehicle
BLW/Varanasi

BeER \E:—https:llblw.indianrailways.gov.in"
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KOLKATANONCPAL CORPORATION(-TENDER

ABRIDGE NIT

The Director General (C), KMC invites tender online
percentage rate two bid system for following works :
(1) NIT No. : KMC/DG(C)/Br-XIll/122/5/21-22

Name of work : Maint. of Kalipur Kancha Rd. & Sodepur
Brick Field Rd. (Bye Lane) by laying Hot-Mix near Pr.
No. 172 & 627 in Ward No. 122; Estimated cost incluing
GST and CESS : ¥ 5,43,993.20; Earnest Money : ¥ 10,900/-.
(2) NIT No. : KMC/DG(C)/Br-Xlll/122/6/21-22

Name of work : Dev. of drainage system providing U/G
sewer at Ustad Amir Khan Sarani Rd. (Bye Lane) near
Pr. No. 865 in Ward No. 122; Estimated cost incluing GST
and CESS : T 6,38,282.69; Earnest Money : ¥ 12,800/-.
(3) NIT No. : KMC/DG(C)/Br-XIll/122/7/21-22

Name of work : Dev. of drainage system providing U/G
sewer at Raja Ram Mohan Roy Road (Bye Lane) near
Pr. No. 676 in Ward No. 122; Estimated cost incluing GST
and CESS : X 5,68,601.65; Earnest Money : ¥ 11,400/-;
Period of Completion : 30 Days (For Sl. No. 1 to 3); Last
date & time of submission of bid : 31.07.2021 - 11.00 a.m.
(For Sl. No. 1 to 3); Date and time of opening of bid :
02.08.2021 - 11.00 a.m. (For Sl. No. 1 to 3); The bid
forms and other details are available on and from
20.07.2021 (5.00 p.m.) from the website https://etender.
whb.nic.in (For SI. No. 1 to 3). 203/21-22

Haryana govt. allows cinema

halls, pools and spas to open

Lockdown extended by another week in the State

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

The Haryana government on
Sunday allowed cinema
halls, swimming pools and
spas to open with certain res-
trictions in further relaxation
in the Covid-induced lock-
down in the State. However,
the lockdown has been ex-
tended for another week till
July 19.

Announcing the extension
of the lockdown till 5 a.m. on
July 19, the Chief Secretary-
cum-Chairperson Haryana
State Executive Committee,
Vijai Vardhan, in a three-page
order, allowed the cinema
halls to open with maximum
50% seating capacity with
strict adherence to Covid-ap-
propriate behaviour. Spas
are also allowed to open from
6 a.m. to 8 p.m. with 50% ca-
pacity. The order also al-
lowed the swimming pools to
open, but only for the ath-
letes and swimmers practis-
ing for a competitive event.

The State government also
relaxed the restrictions on
gatherings in open spaces al-
lowing up to 200 people. The
maximum number of people
attending wedding, funerals

and cremations has also been
increased to 100.

Exams allowed

Similarly, universities, colleg-
es and Industrial Training In-
stitutes are allowed to open
for doubt classes, practical
classes in laboratories, prac-
tical examinations and of-
fline examinations. Coaching
institutions, libraries and
training institutes, both priv-
ate and government, are also
allowed to open.

The Vice-Chancellor of Na-
tional Law University, Delhi,
has been allowed to hold
Common Law Admission
Test on July 23 in the State.

The Haryana government

Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation

Zone-2 Department

Re-Tender Notice No. NMMC/EE(KK) /40/2021-22
Sr. Estimated
No. Name of Work Cost (Rs.)
(69339) Minor Repairing of Fire station,
Kopar khairane Ward. 2,27,764/-
(69332) Beautification of lake area, Sector-
2 | 19, Kopar Khairane ward under Swachh
Survekshan Abhiyan 2021.
(69108) Improvement of footpath infront of
Kotak mahindra bank, sec-18, Kopar
Khairane ward under Swachh Survekshan
Abhiyan 2021.
(68887) Painting of walls by modern wall
art on plot no-20 in sector-7 at ward no-44
in koparkhairane in swach bharat abhiyan
2021.
(70277) Painting to Walls Near Bhagwan
baba Garden Pawne in TTC Indl area at
3 koperkhaime  ward  under  Swachh 2,43,601/-
Survekshan Abhiyan 2021.
(73071) Wall painting in katkari paada
surrounding area at koperkhaime ward.
(73073) Modern art wall painting in
NMMC school no 41 surrounding area at
koperkhairne ward under swachh bharat
abhiyan.
(71789) Providing and Applying Wall
painting to wall near Reliance Fresh Mart
8 | bridge and kanchanjanga society in Sector
11 at koparkhairane under Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan 2021.
(71788) Providing and Applying Wall
painting near Area of balaji Garden Society
in Sector 11 at Koparkhairane under
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan 2021.
(73855) Painting to the Mahape Talao walls
10 | at Kopekhairane ward under swachha
bharat Abhiyan 2021.
(72269) Painting Works to Water Storage
Reserviour walls for Sector 13A, Sector 23,
11 | Mahape  Gaon, Khairane  bonkode
Shramiknagar, Koparkharane Goatan and
Pawane Gaon, in Koparkhairane Ward.
(73047) Modern Art Painting Work to walls
12 | Near Teen Taki Under Swachha Bharat
Abhiyaan 2021 in Koparkhairane Ward.
(72711) painting works for wells at various
location in koperkhairane ward.
(73672) Providing & Fixing waste to
14 wonder tyre craft at ward
n0.49,50,51,52&55 in Koparkhirane Ward
under Swatch Bharat Abiyan.
(73243) Painting to the walls near NMMC
15 | school no 40 at Mahape in koperkhairne
ward.

Seal Pack complete Tender should be submitted From Date
12/07/2021 to NMMC Head Office , inward Outward Room ,
Ground floor , Plot No.1 & 2, Gowardhani chowk , 15A C.B.D.,
Belapur, Navi Mumbai. The right to accept or reject any tender is
reserved by the Hon'ble Commissioner of Navi Mumbai
Municipal Corporation.

2.,45,699/-

2,48,836/-

1,46,665/-

1,53,404/-

2,47,462/-

2,15,409/-

2,40,534/-

2,96,880/-

1,79,242/-

2,51,475/-

2,52,053/-

2,41,681/-

2,43,062/-

Sign/-
Executive Engineer (Koparkhairne)
Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation

NMMC/PR Ad no.420/2021

Six of family
die due to
electrocution

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHHATARPUR (M.P.)

Six members of a family
were electrocuted to
death during a construc-
tion work at a village in
Madhya Pradesh’s Chha-
tarpur district on Sunday
morning, a police officer
said.

The incident took place
at Mahua Jhala village,
about 42 km from the dis-
trict headquarters, while
the construction work of a
septic tank was underway,
Bijawar police station in-
charge Mukesh Singh Tha-
kur said.

The deceased were in
the age group of 20 to 65
years.

Light and sound
e

A vaccination camp in Gurugram. =FiLE PHOTO: PTI

had first imposed a week-end
lockdown in nine districts
from 10 p.m. of April 30 to 5
a.m. of May 3. The entire
State was then brought un-
der lockdown for a week on
May 3 and the restrictions are
being extended on a weekly
basis thereafter.

As per earlier orders, all
shops are allowed to open
from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. and
shopping malls from 10 a.m.
to 8 p.m.

The restaurants and bars,
including those in hotels and
malls, are allowed to open
from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. with
50% seating capacity and
corporate offices are allowed
to run with full capacity.

Curfew in
Rajasthan dist.
after murder

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

KOTA

A curfew was imposed and
internet services suspend-
ed for 24 hours in Rajas-
than’s Baran district fol-
lowing the murder of a
teenage boy, police said on
Sunday.

Azad, aresident of Shra-
mik Colony in Talab Para
area, was allegedly killed
on Saturday evening by
Hemant Rathore and his
accomplices over a one
and half-year-old dispute.

‘No communal angle’
“The murder is the result
of personal enmity and riv-
alry between two groups
with no communal angle,”
ASP Vijay Swarnkar said.

The victim was shot
twice and then attacked
using iron rods outside Ba-
ran Grain Mandi gate, pol-
ice said. ,

A video of the incident
was posted on the internet
on Saturday night, follow-
ing which, the district ad-
ministration imposed a
curfew under Section 144
of the Code of Criminal
Procedure and banned in-
ternet services for 24
hours till 3 am. on
Monday.

Assam-Mizoram border row flares again

Two blasts reported on Mizoram side on Sunday after a blast in Assam a day earlier

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
GUWAHATI

A day after a suspected IED
blast was carried out inside
Cachar district of Assam al-
legedly by miscreants from
Mizoram during an eviction
drive, two back to back ex-
plosions took place on Sun-
day along the inter-State bor-
der on the side of the
neighbouring State, a police
source said.

Tension is running high in
Khulicherra area of the dis-
trict, where people from
Mizoram have reportedly en-
tered up to 6.5 kilometres in-
side Assam land a few days
ago, following which the As-
sam Police along with civil

administration carried out
an eviction drive.

“Two blast sounds were
heard coming from the Mizo-
ram side at 2.40 am and 2.43
am. The CRPF, which is a
neutral force deployed at
Khulicherra Point-II, has
been asked to enquire into
the suspected blasts on the
Mizoram side,” an Assam
Police source said.

The situation is at present
normal although tension still
prevails and Assam Police
personnel are on alert in the
entire border area, he
added.

On Saturday, an explosion
took place targeting a dele-
gation of Assam government

officials, including senior
police officials, who were on
a visit to oversee the con-
struction of a road along the
border, but no casualty was
reported in the incident.

‘Miscreants used IED’
Initially it was believed to be
a grenade attack but the pol-
ice later suspected that the
miscreants used IED, the
source said. Additional Di-
rector General of Police (Bor-
der) Harmeet Singh is camp-
ing at the spot and
monitoring the situation.
Meanwhile, Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma said that he has written
to his Mizoram counterpart

Zoramthanga to settle the
border dispute by using sa-
tellite mapping of the actual
border locations.

“For complete peace, we
should hand over the inter-
State border to Central pol-
ice forces after we fix the
border issue. We are build-
ing roads within the Consti-
tutional boundary of Assam.
We will not take an inch of
land from Mizoram,” he
added.

There has been a long bor-
der dispute between Assam
and Mizoram in that area
along with other locations in
Cachar, Hailakandi and Ka-
rimganj districts of the Barak
valley.

The Director, (AMD), Begumpet, Hyderabad invites for and on behalf of the President of India, sealed tenders in two parts
(TECHNICAL and COMMERCIAL) from eligible Core Drilling contractors, for the following works in the parts of Jharkhand and

Government of India
Department of Atomic Energy

Atomic Minerals Directorate for Exploration & Research
No.1-10-153-156, AMD Complex, Begumpet, Hyd-500016

BRIEF E-TENDER NOTICE

Andhra Pradesh.
Item Estimated Earnest Last Date and Last Date and | Period of
No. NIT No., TENDER NO. & SCOPE OF WORK job value Money time of Date and Time of |completion
(in Lakhs (in INR) availability of time of Opening | in months
INR) Tender Submission | of Part |
Documents of online
for download Tender
1. | NIT No. AMD/CD/ER/CORE/2021-22/T-(206), Date: 01.07.2021
TENDER NO. AMD/CD/ER/BDRNG-MHLD/CORE/2021-22/T-206 05368 NIL * 26.07-2021 | 29-07-2021 | 30-07-2021 17
8,000 m core drilling in Bandhuhurang area East ' at 15:00 hrs. |at 17:00 hrs. |at 15:00 hrs| (SEVEN-
Singhbhum District and Mohuldih area Saraikela - TEEN)
Kharsawan District, Jharkhand with borehole
depth varying from 200 to 700 metre.
2. | NIT No. AMD/CD/SR/CORE/2021-22/T-(207), Date: 02.07.2021
TENDER NO. AMD/CD./S.R/RI‘(P/CORE/2021-22/T-207 360.50 NIL * 26-07-2021 | 29-07-2021 | 30-07-2021 14
10,000 m core drilling in Rachakuntapalle Block, : at 15:00 hrs. |at 17:00 hrs. |at 15:30 hrs) (FOURTEEN)
YSR Kadapa District, Andhra Pradesh with
borehole depth varying from 450 to 1000 m.

* The Bidder including MSE registered firms shall submit the Bid Security Declaration in lieu of Earnest Money Deposit.
Without Bid Security Declaration, the bid will not be considered. It is mandatory for the bidders to upload the Bid Security
Declaration in Website www.tenderwizard.com/DAE along with the Tender document. Detailed tender notice along with

other documents are available on website: www.tenderwizard.com/DAE. Detailed NIT is also available on website
www.amd.gov.in for view only. For further clarification, please contact on: 040-27776342/27776335/27776387.
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Gehlot sworn in as
Karnataka Governor

BENGALURU

Former Union Minister
Thawar Chand Gehlot took
oath as the 19th Governor of
Karnataka on Sunday. He
succeeds Vajubhai R. Vala.
He was administered the
oath of office by Karnataka
Chief Justice Abhay
Shreenivas Oka at a simple
ceremony on the Raj
Bhavan premises.

Child dies after beetle
gets stuck in throat
KASARAGOD

A one-and-half-year-old boy
in Kasaragod died on Saturday
after a beetle got stuck in his
throat. The deceased was
identified as Anved, son of
Satyendran, a native of
Nullipadi, Chennikara in
Kasaragod. The boy suddenly
collapsed while playing and
was rushed to a hospital
where he was declared dead.

Telangana to borrow
6,000 cr. from market
HYDERABAD

The Telangana government
has decided to raise ¥6,000
crore open market
borrowings for the second
quarter of the current
financial year. The State
government had raised total
quantum of 13,500 crore
through open market
borrowings for the first
quarter as against the
¥8,000 crore it had
indicated for the period.

Kerala to set up online
portal to pay for liquor
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala government has
initiated steps to mitigate
long queues at liquor outlets.
The government plans an
online portal with a payment
gateway for consumers to
purchase legal alcohol. There
is no home delivery of liquor.
Instead, consumers can
collect their purchases from
a Bevco or Consumer-fed
store of their choice.

Telangana police deny entry to AP.MLA ...,

Udaya Bhanu, stopped from visiting Pulichintala, says Telangana is generating power against norms

STAFF REPORTER
VIJAYAWADA

Amid the raging controversy
over the sharing of Krishna
river waters, Andhra Pra-
desh MLA Samineni Udaya
Bhanu was stopped by the
Telangana police at Muktyala
village from visiting the K.L.
Rao Sagar Pulichintala Pro-
ject on Sunday.

Following this, tension
prevailed on the border.

The YSRCP MLA and Go-
vernment Whip in the A.P.
Assembly, objected to the
“high-handed behaviour of
the Telangana police,” saying
he was going to the multi-
purpose project only to see
the factual position.

% o

,

Tensions rise: MLA Samineni Udaya Bhanu talking to the
Telangana police at Muktyala village on Sunday.

Mr. Udaya Bhanu could
not cross the barricades
erected by the Telangana
police, who were deployed

in large numbers there ever
since tension escalated fol-
lowing the drawal of water
by Telangana for power gen-

Three more Zika cases
take Kerala’s tally to 18

Focus on mosquito control & screening of pregnant women

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Three more persons have
tested positive for Zika virus
(ZIKV) in Kerala, taking the
total number of cases re-
ported so far to 18.

So far, lab-confirmed
diagnosis of ZIKV has been
reported only from Thiruva-
nanthapuram. However, gi-
ven the high density of
Aedes species of mosquitoes
across the State, the virus
could be in circulation
across the State.

ZIKV was confirmed in
three of the eight samples
sent from a private hospital
in the city, from where the
first ZIKV case had been re-
ported, to the lab in Coimba-
tore. Two of the samples are
of patients who sought treat-
ment at the private hospital,
including that of a 10-month-
old infant. The third belongs

to a hospital employee.

Of the 27 samples sent by
the State earlier to NIV, Alap-
puzha, 26 had tested nega-
tive. The eight samples, of
which three turned out to be
positive, were part of the
third lot of samples.

Major worry
Senior health officials said
the focus of the control mea-
sures would be on the
screening of all pregnant
women with fever and other
symptoms as well as initia-
tion of mosquito control
measures on a war footing.
As microcephaly (a condi-
tion in which a baby’s head
is smaller in size than nor-
mal because of abnormal
brain development) caused
by ZIKV infection in preg-
nant women is a major con-
cern, the district administra-
tion has sent an alert to

ultrasound scan centres and
all gynaecologists that spe-
cial attention be paid to the
foetal biometric parameters
at the scan at 6-8 weeks.

Similar symptoms
Sources said fever with rash-
es, red eyes and joint pain
was being reported in the
district from several urban
locations since the past four
or five months. But as all the
samples tested negative for
both dengue and chikungu-
nya, not much thought had
been given to it. “The possi-
bility of ZIKV never struck
us. The symptoms overlap
with other viral fevers and
that unless one specifically
tests for ZIKV, we cannot
confirm it,” an official said.

A six-member team from
the Centre held discussions
with State officials on the
steps to be adopted.

eration allegedly without ne-
cessary clearances, includ-
ing from the Krishna River
Management Board (KRMB).

Mr. Udaya Bhanu told the
media later that Telangana
was drawing water to gener-
ate 120 MW “in blatant viola-
tion of the established proto-
col,” as per which the
irrigation requirements in
both States were to be met
first before utilising the wa-
ter for power generation.

‘Water wasted’

The Jaggaiahpet MLA point-
ed out that massive quanti-
ties of surplus river water
(about 75 tmcft) was wasted
as Telangana kept drawing

by ignoring Andhra Pra-
desh’s “legitimate right to
utilise its allocations”.

Mr. Udaya Bhanu main-
tained that both States were
bound by the awards of the
Bachawat Tribunal.

It was Telangana that be-
nefited the most out of the
Krishna river water as form-
er Chief Minister Y.S. Raja-
sekhara Reddy had built
more projects in that region,
the MLA said, and demand-
ed that Telangana Chief Mi-
nister K. Chandrashekhar
Rao help in reaching an am-
icable settlement and refrain
from making provocative
comments on the sensitive
issue.

No fresh investments in
Kerala, says Kitex chief

Telangana received us royally, he says

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

Managing director of Kitex
Garments Limited Sabu M.
Jacob has said the group will
not make any fresh invest-
ments in Kerala.

He was speaking to repor-
ters after returning from
Hyderabad here on Sunday.
The Telangana government
had reached an agreement
with the Kerala-based com-
pany for an investment of
31,000 crore in a garment
unit at the Kakatiya Mega
Textiles Park in Warangal.

Mr. Jacob, who arrived at
the Kochi airport by a priv-
ate jet sent by the Telangana
government, said he was
forced to go out of Kerala.
He said he was received
“royally” by the Telangana
government. He said he was
not involving himself in a
political debate and did not
want to counter Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vijayan.

The Kitex Group and Ker-

| ﬂ s
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Sabu M. Jacob

ala government are at a stan-
doff over “serial raids and
inspections” at the compa-
ny in June. The company
said its operations were dis-
rupted and staff were ques-
tioned for long durations.
The Labour Department
had found fault with the
company on more than 70
counts, the group said.

Mr. Jacob had said earlier
that Kitex was withdrawing
from plans to invest 33,500
crore in an apparel park and
three industrial parks in
Kerala.

¢ Forecast for Monday: Heavy to very heavy rainfall at isolated :
places over Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Gujarat, Maha- :
i rashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala and heavy rainfall at :
: isolated places over Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab, east Rajasthan, :
: Bihar, sub-Himalayan West Bengal and Tamil Nadu :
: MAX MIN  CITY RAIN MAX  MIN

Loary

¢ Agartala.......... ....34.8...25.1  Kozhikode.... 224
* Ahmedabad... 37.2....28.2 Kurnool ... 25.4 :
¢ Aizawl B =20 Lucknow.. 28.9 :
: Allahabad.. ....28.8 Madurai... 26.1 :
: Bengaluru . .8....20.1 Mangaluru.................. 69....26.6....... 22
: Bhopal...... 32.9....23  Mumbai .20.6
: Bhubaneswar. 2...26.9 Mysuru 20.2

¢ Chandigarh ... ....37.5...26.7  New Del . 29.2 :
: Chennai ........ .5....27.6 Patna ...... ...33. 28.4 :
: Coimbatore........ 0.5...30.2....20.8 Port Blair. 24.4
: Dehradun......... . 2....26.5 Puducherry .. .23.8
: Gangtok.... ....18.4 Pune.... 23.5

D G0Ai. 44000280 24 Raipur ..o = 32,7 27

: Guwahati .. ...23.9 Ranchi. .23.6
S Hubballic.ee = 240 22 Shillong 17.6
: Hyderabad ...24.4 Shimla .20.5
¢ Imphal...... 6....21.4 Srinagar... .33.7....20.9
© Jaipur ... ...29.6 Thiruvananthapuram. 13....30.6....21.7

¢ Kochi.... ...22.8 Tiruchi......... .33,

: Kohima. 2...18.2  Vijayawada .......ccccerrc—runns ——en -

: Kolkata.....occveveeea = .5....28.3 Visakhapatnam ........... 13....32.4....26.

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)
: Pollutants in the air you are breathing
L CTIES S0 NO: CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

Yesterday

CPUNe.. 131 A5 48 .46 .45 ..m @ healthy AQI score of 13

: Visakhapatnam .14 .54 .39 .. 44 .62 ...

: Air Quality Code: M Poor ¥ Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQl)

: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

. particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: and monuments.

: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

: reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

¢ CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

: lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
. death in people with heart or lung disease :

: Ahmedabad..... .11 .18 117 .145 .127 ..M !
: In ob: t de at
¢ Bengaluru...... 10 28 .19 .24 .60 ..M 400 pm Navi Mumbai,
: Chennai ... ... 4 28 93 .20 ..42 ..M  Maharashtra
S Delhi s 8 .19 .75 .112 247 ..H recolrded 3" 0(vera;l air
: _ quality index (AQl) score
: Hyderabad ...... ... 63 .18 ..19 .21 ..m of 170 indicating an
: Kolkata........... .11 .18 .16 ..36 .54 ..H unhealthy level of
: Lucknow......... ...3 .37 .50 ..94 .111 .= pollution. In contrast,
Mumbai .... 65 .4 .14 ..16 ..30 ..H Aizwal, Mizoram recorded
|
]
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With both Class 10 and Class 12
board exams being cancelled,
there is grave concern about
students’ future plans. The Class
12 board exams have a huge
impact on the choice of colleges
for undergraduate courses. Apart
from merit-based admissions,
more than 50% students appear
for common entrance exams
such as NEET, CLAT and IIT-JEE.
Class 12 marks simply become an
eligibility criterion here, and
admissions are strictly based on
entrance exam scores.

Varied skillsets

In such a context, a large
percentage of Class 12
students tend to prepare

for two types of high-stakes
assessments: the school exit
exams and college entrance
exams. Currently, there is an
outcome-based assessment for
school exit exams to certify
students at the end of 14 years of
schooling. The question paper
has a combination of MCQ and
open-ended questions, and
students must exhibit both
knowledge and understanding of
the topic. The exam has been
criticised for its vast portions,
tendency to promote rote
learning and predictable paper
pattern.

In comparison, the skillsets to
be demonstrated and the nature

of preparation required for
entrance examinations tend to
vary dramatically. The question
papers mostly include many

MCQs that require students to be

quick in selecting the right
answer. The construct for
assessment is derived from the
objectives of future academic
stream that a student is aspiring
for.

For example, while the focus
of the CLAT is to assess reading
comprehension along with
critical thinking and analytical
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The lack of alignment

between Class 12 boards and

the various entrance exams

needs to be fixed, to allow a
transition from

ool to higher education

skills, IIT-JEE assesses

problem-solving abilities based
on quantitative problems.
Though the scope of the question
paper remains within the

prescribed syllabus, the

complexity of the questions is
higher than that of the board
exam. This leads to enormous
pressure among students, as both
require a different kind of

preparation.

External help

Since the entrance exams act as a

gateway to students’ dream

stream, coaching centres step in,
offering help to decipher, drill in
and practice these papers.
Ideally, the preparation for their
school exit exams should make

Ideally, the preparation for
their school exit exams
should make students
competent enough to crack
the specialised entrance
exams with minimal
additional prep

students competent enough to
crack the specialised entrance
exams with minimal additional
prep. However, this is not the
case, primarily due to a lack of
alignment between what is tested
and how it is tested in both
exams.

The National Education Policy
2020 (NEP 2020) also recognises
the need to design high-quality
common as well as

subject-specific entrance exams
in such a way that it does not
require students to go through
any additional coaching. School
education should be such that
students are not just prepared to
perform in one exam designed in
a specific way. They should be
equipped to critically apply their
subject knowledge, as required,
irrespective of the exam format.
In fact, the higher secondary
education curriculum should be
well-rounded enough to provide
scope for smooth transitioning of
students from school to higher
education without the need for
‘additional coaching’ of any kind.

The writers are faculty at Azim Premji
University

Uncertain about your
career options? Low
on self-confidence?
This Q&A column by
Nandini Raman,
practising counsellor
and trainer, may help

NANDINI RAMAN

I have selected commerce
stream for Class 11. I have to
choose either Computer Appli-
cations, Psychology or Maths as
an optional subject. I want to
pursue Psychology, but my pa-
rents insist I take Maths. I want
to be in government service.
Which is a better option? -
Simran

Dear Simran,

I'would agree with your parents
that you take either Maths or Com-
puter Application, as these will
help for the entrance exams after
Class 12 You can always read Psy-
chology side by side now, and en-
gage in short-term courses online
to know more about the subject

My son is in Class 12. He is not in-
terested in academics but scores
slightly above average in his ex-
ams. However, he does not fin-
ish his revision or paper or tasks
on time. He doesn’t seem to
have found a passion or career
that will motivate him or drive
him to excel. What can we do? -
Gijo

Dear Gijo,

He sounds just like any other
teenager, but it is time he starts to

think seriously about what’s next.
Talk to him about meeting a ca-
reer counsellor at the earliest to
help him identify his likes, dis-
likes, interests, aptitudes, skill
sets, and his inherent personality
type. This will give him clarity and
help him step up.

I am doing LLB from Delhi Un-
iversity, but also want to do a di-
ploma/degree in Yoga. Is it pos-
sible to do this simultaneously?
- Nikhil Mishra

Dear Nikhil,

Of course, you can do a course
in Yoga as well. Many institutions
offer part-time/diploma/certifica-
tion. Depending upon your LLB
course work, you can choose what
works for you. Alternatively, if it is
not the diploma/degree that is the
motivation, but the art and the
knowledge, experience a particu-
lar form from a registered school
nearby, till you have the luxury of
joining a full-time programme.

I am studying in Class 8. I want

to be in the Army, but my pa-
rents want me to prepare for the
IAS. What do I do and for which
do I start preparing? - Aditya
Prakash

Dear Aditya,

I would like you to do a small
experiment. Ask your father to
help you meet three Army officers
and three IAS officers. Speak to
both sets and find out what work
they do and what about it interests
you more and why. Make notes
and write down your observations
and then have a final conversation
with your parents. You have time
till Class 10 to start working on the
NDA exam, so don’t worry.

Disclaimer: This column
provides advice, guidance
and suggestions on educa-
tion and careers. It is a guid-
ing voice from a practising
career counsellor.

The writer is a practising counsellor
and a trainer. Send your questions
to eduplus.thehindu@gmail.com
with the subject line 'Off the edge'.
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Cooperative spirit
The new Ministry should seek to be a catalyst,
and not the command centre, of the sector

play a vital role in the country’s development
but are seldom the focus of policy planning. The
creation of a new Union Ministry to oversee the cooper-
atives sector will redeem it from negligence, according
to the Government. Critics fear that this Ministry is pur-
posed to concentrate even more powers in the hands of
the Centre. Cooperatives are dominant in agriculture,
credit and marketing, but not limited to those. Some
are big — IFFCO has around a third of the market share
in fertilizers. In milk, cotton, handlooms, housing, edi-
ble oils, sugar and fisheries, they are formidable. As
market conditions are evolving, cooperatives in States
such as Kerala have got into complex operations: run-
ning IT parks and medical colleges. More avenues for
expansion, such as insurance, remain untapped and
the regulatory regime must evolve in step. The legal ar-
chitecture of the sector began evolving since 1904 un-
der colonial rule, and in 2002, the Multi State Coopera-
tive Societies Act was passed, taking into account the
challenges arising out of liberalisation. Considering the
fact that cooperatives fall in the State list of the Consti-
tution, the Centre will have to innovate to provide legal
sanctity for the new Ministry. A separate Ministry can
marshal the diffused capacity of the sector, however.
That said, this move will turn disastrous if the at-
tempt is to appropriate the political capital of the sec-
tor, which is significant. Cooperatives are not meant to
operate by the market logic of maximising profits but to
share the benefits to all stakeholders equitably. Though
not uniform across India, cooperatives have made sig-
nificant contributions in poverty alleviation, food se-
curity, management of natural resources and the envi-
ronment. True, the sector has become an instrument of
patronage and pilferage. Mismanagement and corrup-
tion destroyed the sector in some States. The potency
of cooperatives as an apparatus of political control is
personally known to Minister-in-charge Amit Shah,
once president of a district cooperative bank. Besides
serving localities and segments that markets might ig-
nore, cooperatives are also effective in mediating polit-
ics at the local level, outside of the parliamentary sys-
tem. Despite regulatory oversight by the RBI and States,
there is considerable autonomy for the sector which is
often misused. The remedy is not an overarching Minis-
try and diktats from Delhi. The premise of a cooperative
is that decisions are made by those affected by them.
The case for transparency and efficiency in the sector is
strong; that goal must be pursued not by scaring the ve-
ry soul of the sector but by advancing the cooperative
spirit. The new Ministry could indeed be a catalyst, but
it must not fashion itself as a command authority.

Silver win

Messi needed the Copa America
more than the rest of Argentina
Sport is a distillation of micro-tragedies and mega-

3 longside the state and the market, cooperatives

ecstasies enmeshed with whirring limbs, glisten-

ing sweat, unabashed tears and booming laughter.
And football presents a wider canvas for all these attri-
butes, which were exhibited at Rio de Janeiro’s Maraca-
na Stadium late on Saturday night. When the Copa
America final that pitted eternal rivals Argentina and
Brazil wound to a close, it primarily offered redemption
to Lionel Messi, of the phlegmatic smile and magical
feet fame. One of the greatest ever footballers and fit to
join a pantheon headlined by Pele and Diego Marado-
na, until now Messi had one missing link — a cup tri-
umph for Argentina. After his 34 summers, that aberra-
tion was finally erased once his team defeated Brazil 1-O
in a scrappy contest with the odd streaks of brilliance.
Messi, miracle-dispenser with FC Barcelona, was seen
by his countrymen as the prodigal son, who never deli-
vered, and they embalmed for posterity their affection
towards the late Maradona. Messi and his fellow Argen-
tines constituted a dysfunctional family of unspoken
hurts. All that anguish could dissipate thanks to the lat-
est victory which came after a 28-year title drought for
the Albiceleste. Their 15th Copa America trophy put
them on a par with toppers Uruguay, well ahead of Bra-
zil with nine. Incidentally, Copa America with its 1916
inception even predates the FIFA World Cup, which
commenced in 1930.

Argentina and Brazil have embellished the cham-
pionship’s storied history and in South America with its
seize-the-day spirit, novels infused with magical real-
ism and samba dance, football is seen as an extension of
aesthetic joy. The final though did not live up to that
esoteric aim. There were sparks marred by some rough
tackles. Messi was not in his elements, marked tightly
and weighed down by expectations, he even missed
scoring his team’s second goal in the closing minutes.
But having drawn the Brazilian defenders towards him
all through the game, Messi created spaces that his
team-mates could exploit. Even in that missed goal-
scoring opportunity, Messi seemed keen on doing an
assist rather than performing the deed and this is the
mark of a man desperate for affection from his squad
and country. The match was by then firmly in Argenti-
na’s grip thanks to the 22nd minute goal slotted by An-
gel Di Maria, who capitalised on a long-pass from Rodri-
go De Paul. A stung Brazil, especially Neymar, mounted
rapid sorties on either side of half-time. Two attempts
were adroitly foisted by Argentina goalkeeper Emiliano
Martinez and when the Selecao seemingly breached the
citadel, it was deemed off-side. Argentina and Messi
were destined for their shot at glory in a 10-team intra-
continental tournament, which despite other simulta-
neous global attractions like the Euro and Wimbledon,
had its own effervescent charms.
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A Kerala model for an anti-discrimination law

If enacted this law will be the largest expansion of civil rights in the State, and can be emulated by the rest of India

SHASHI THAROOR &
ARVIND KURIAN ABRAHAM

couple turned down for a
Ahome they wish to rent, be-

cause they are Muslim. A
qualified professional rejected for
a job because he uses a wheel-
chair. A pair of students denied fa-
cilities on campus because of their
caste or ethnicity. An air hostess
dismissed for being above the
weight deemed desirable, even
though male stewards/pursers of
that weight continue in their jobs.

Forms of discrimination

Such incidents are all too common
in our society.“Silent segregation”
on the grounds of marital status,
gender, sexual orientation or eat-
ing preferences are followed in
several housing societies and resi-
dents’ associations. The Housing
Discrimination Project (https://
bit.ly/3wvGQFC) at Jindal Global
Law School has shown how exten-
sive housing discrimination is
across the country. The recent
Pew Research Center Report
(https://pewrsr.ch/2TOZF9v) has
confirmed that a substantial num-
ber of Indians prefer not to have a
person from a different religious
community as their neighbour.
The absence of a proper legal re-
course for those who suffer from
housing  discrimination only
makes matters worse.

Even though Section 377 of the
Indian Penal Code was read down
by the Supreme Court of India to
exclude consensual relations bet-
ween adults of the same sex, social
prejudice against members of the
LGBTQIA+ community in the
country remains strong. Article 15
(1) of the Constitution of India pro-

hibits the state from discriminat-
ing against individuals on basis of
certain protected characteristics
such as religion, race, caste, sex
and place of birth. But it does not
bar private individuals or institu-
tions from doing what the state is
not permitted to. Nor does it ex-
pressly list ethnicity, linguistic
identity, nationality, marital sta-
tus, sexual orientation, disability,
physical appearance and other
personal characteristics as prohi-
bited grounds of discrimination.

The understanding of discrimi-
nation has also evolved over the
years. It does not operate along a
single axis; it can take the form of
combined discrimination which is
a combination of discrimination
on two or more grounds. Last
April, the Supreme Court, in Patan
Jamal Vali vs State of Andhra Pra-
desh, recognised intersectional
discrimination — discrimination
on the basis of the intersection of
personal characteristics, such as
that faced by Dalit women as Da-
lits, as women and in the unique
category of Dalit women. Discrim-
inatory practices may also be indi-
rect in nature, whereby policies
that seem neutral and not express-
ly targeted at a particular group,
still cause a disproportional ad-
verse impact on disadvantaged
sections of society.

Legal remedies are needed

Since discrimination thus operates
on a wide variety of grounds, legal
remedies are needed for its vic-
tims, whether direct, indirect or
intersectional. A comprehensive
anti-discrimination legal frame-
work is required to fill the existing
legal lacunae. India is one of the
few liberal democracies without
such a framework. The Sachar
Committee, in 2006, recognised
the need for an anti-discrimina-
tion law. This was further reiterat-
ed by the Expert Group on Equal
Opportunity Commission headed
by Prof. N.R. Madhava Menon.
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Though the proposal for an anti-
discrimination law was approved
by the United Progressive Alliance
Cabinet, it was put on the back-
burner after the government
changed in 2014.

When a Bill lapsed

One of us (Tharoor) tried to revive
the idea by introducing the Anti-
Discrimination and Equality Bill,
2016 (https://bit.ly/3k5KoMf) in
the Lok Sabha. Perhaps predicta-
bly, the Treasury Benches were
not interested to take it forward
and the Bill lapsed in 2019 with the
dissolution of the Lok Sabha. It
seems clear to us that the only way
progressive legislation of this na-
ture can be passed in the present
climate would be if the States lead
the way, by enacting anti-discrimi-
nation laws in their respective ju-
risdictions. States have a vital role
in strengthening our right to
equality. A central Bill cannot, at
any rate, cover subjects that are
under the exclusive jurisdiction of
State governments. And if States
take the initiative, the demand for
a national anti-discrimination law
to cover services and institutions
under the domain of the Union go-
vernment will be reignited.

Kerala is one the best placed
States to take this proposal for-
ward, especially since both the
major political fronts in the State
have previously committed them-
selves to such legislation. The CPI

(M) in its 2019 manifesto (https://
bit.ly/3hVjEet) and the United De-
mocratic Front (UDF) in its 2021
State Assembly manifesto (https://
bit.ly/2UGXFjn) have both pro-
mised to enact an anti-discrimina-
tion law which covers the private
and the public sectors. The State
legislature can use its powers un-
der Entry 8 of List Il in the Se-
venth Schedule to the Constitution
to enact an anti-discrimination law
that attracts civil penalties for
those who engage in discriminato-
Iy practices.

Crafted for Kerala

With the invaluable assistance of
Professor Tarunabh Khaitan of Ox-
ford University, we have drafted
an anti-discrimination Bill for the
Kerala government to consider in-
troducing in the State Legislative
Assembly. The Bill prohibits em-
ployers, landlords, traders, ser-
vice providers, private persons
performing public functions, and
public authorities, from discrimi-
nating on grounds of caste, race,
ethnicity, descent, sex, gender
identity, gender expression, preg-
nancy, sexual orientation, reli-
gious identity, tribe, disability, lin-
guistic  identity, = HIV-status,
nationality, marital status, dietary
preference, skin tone, physical ap-
pearance, place of residence,
place of birth, age or analogous
characteristics which are beyond
the control of an individual or
those that constitute a fundamen-
tal choice.

At the same time, the Bill ba-
lances the anti-discrimination
mandate with other rights guaran-
teed by the Constitution. The anti-
discrimination mandate can be
restricted in pursuance of a legiti-
mate objective:for instance, a dra-
ma company putting up a produc-
tion of the Ramayana can insist on
only male applicants for the role of
Ram. That would not be discrimi-
nation in the terms covered by the
law.

The Bill also introduces affirma-
tive-action provisions whereby pu-
blic authorities are obliged to pro-
gressively realise diversification of
their workforces by recruiting
members of disadvantaged sec-
tions excluded from society, such
as transgender persons or persons
with disabilities. Given the back-
logs in our judicial system, the Bill
establishes a ‘Kerala Equality
Commission’ to adjudicate com-
plaints and to provide policy re-
commendations to the State go-
vernment. Given that the
proliferation of post-retirement
public offices for judges does not
augur well for judicial indepen-
dence, the proposed commission
does not follow the tried and test-
ed model of former judges presid-
ing over statutory bodies. Rather,
appointments to the Commission
are left to the political process,
with substantial weightage given
to the largest parties in the State,
both in the Treasury and Opposi-
tion benches, to ensure bipartisan
buy-in to the process.

The Bill has been forwarded
both to the Law Minister of Kerala
and the Leader of the Opposition
with the suggestion that it should
be subjected to a pre-legislative
consultation process, so that de-
mocratic participation in enacting
this historic law is encouraged
(https://bit.ly/3reY74Z). If this Bill
is enacted, it will be the largest ex-
pansion of civil rights in the State
since the commencement of the
Constitution, and it can be a mo-
del for other States to follow. We
recognise that an anti-discrimina-
tion law is not a panacea for the
problems of inequality and social
prejudice that are deeply rooted in
our society. Nevertheless, it is a
necessary step — an idea whose
time has come.

Shashi Tharoor is Member of Parliament

for Thiruvananthapuram and an author.
Arvind Kurian Abraham is a fellow at the
University of Oxford

Shaping a trilateral as Rome looks to the Indo-Pacific

In the pushback against China, strategic cooperation between India, Italy and Japan can ensure a free Indo-Pacific

HARSH V. PANT &
MAURO BONAVITA

ne of the signs of India’s
O growing centrality in the In-

do-Pacific strategic archi-
tecture is its burgeoning engage-
ment with key western nations.
Even countries which have been
lackadaisical in their regional out-
reach so far have begun to ap-
proach the Indo-Pacific with a new
seriousness and have been reach-
ing out to New Delhi.

The growth of India’s weight in
Indo-Pacific affairs comes at a time
when it is becoming clearer that
complex regional geopolitical pro-
blems cannot be addressed adeqg-
uately by rigid and structured tra-
ditional alliance frameworks. This
aspect is even more evident in the
context of the Indo-Pacific, where
the geographical vastness of the
area and the criticality of the chal-
lenges posed by China’s assertive
initiatives clash with a region lack-
ing multilateral organisations cap-
able of solving problems
effectively.

But as a new pushback against
China takes shape and as Indian
foreign policy becomes strategi-
cally clearer, there is a new mo-
mentum to initiatives such as the
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Quad. Countries that share similar
values and face similar challenges
are coming together to create pur-
pose-oriented partnerships. In do-
ing so, they are making it possible
for participating nations to ad-
dress specific common challenges,
from maritime security to a coor-
dinated pandemic response, in-
cluding consolidating and further
developing strong reciprocal trade
relationships, without compro-
mising the political autonomy of
each participant.

Italy’s outreach

Recently, Italy has also begun to
signal its intention to enter the In-
do-Pacific geography. It has done
so by seeking to join India and Ja-
pan in a trilateral partnership.
This initiative comes after years of
Rome’s relative absence from the
geopolitical affairs of the region as
it sought to concentrate more on
the Atlantic and European dimen-
sions while maintaining good, al-
beit well below potential, bilateral
relations with India.

The Italian government headed
by Prime Minister Mario Draghi
has started to pay attention out-
side its immediate neighbourhood
again. At the same time, Italy has
become more vocal on the risks
emanating from China’s strategic
competitive initiatives. Recently,
Mr. Draghi described Chinese
competitive practices as “unfair”
and invited the European Union
(EU) to be franker and more cour-
ageous in confronting Beijing on

L
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its violations of human rights, reit-
erating that with respect to China
“the reciprocal visions of the
world are very different”.

On the Indian side, there is
great interest in forging new part-
nerships with like-minded coun-
tries interested in preserving
peace and stability in the Indo-
Pacific. During a recent India-Italy-
Japan trilateral, organised by the
Italian embassies in India and Ja-
pan, Riva Ganguly Das, Secretary
(East) of the Ministry of External
Affairs, reiterated that the respon-
sibility of keeping the Indo-Pacific
free and open, and working for the
welfare of its inhabitants falls on
like-minded countries within and
beyond the region.

Need for a clear strategy

With the expression of interest on
the Italian side, the first step to-
wards this trilateral has been ta-
ken, yet it needs to evolve into so-
mething more significant. The
Italian government must formu-
late a clear Indo-Pacific strategy
that must indicate its objectives
and, above all, the means and in-

itiatives it is willing to implement
on its own and in cooperation with
its partners. Italy’s tendency to
privilege  diplomatic  action
through the mechanisms of the EU
can be a resource for consolidat-
ing the EU-India strategic relation-
ship. But Rome must go beyond
that in defining and implement-
ing, at the margins of the EU’s
common initiatives, its own policy
with respect to the Indo-Pacific.

Trilateral cooperation is key

The India, Italy and Japan trilateral
initiative can, and should, be a fo-
rum to foster and consolidate a
strategic relationship between
these three countries, and specifi-
cally expand India-Italy bilateral
relations. As it stands, relations
between Rome and Tokyo are his-
torically strong, and those bet-
ween New Delhi and Tokyo are a
strategic pillar of the free and
open Indo-Pacific. A trilateral
cooperation can be the right fo-
rum for India and Italy to learn
more from each other’s practices
and interests and consolidate a
strategic dialogue that should in-
clude the economic, the security
and the political dimensions. The
next G20 leaders’ summit in
Rome, in October, before the pre-
sidency handover to India in 2023,
should be the right opportunity
for further trilateral coordination
on economic and political issues at
an institutional level. To consoli-
date the trilateral cooperation in
this field, the three countries need

to define a common economic and
strategic agenda.

A strategic trilateral between In-
dia, Italy and Japan has, in the me-
dium to long term, a lot of poten-
tial. Their compatible economic
systems can create a virtuous and
mutually beneficial contribution
to the reorganisation of the global
supply chains that is now being re-
viewed by many players as a natu-
ral result of the Chinese misman-
agement of the COVID-19
pandemic. At the security level,
the well-defined India-Japan Indo-
Pacific partnership can easily be
complemented by Italy, already
present in the western Indian
Ocean where it is engaged in anti-
piracy operations off the coast of
Somalia. At the multilateral level,
the three countries share the same
values and the same rules-based
world view. Despite these funda-
mental convergences, the risk in-
herent in missing this opportunity
also exists. For this reason, a clear
political will is needed from all
sides, and Italy, in particular,
should recognise its interests in
playing a larger role towards the
maintenance of a free and open In-
do-Pacific. Robust India-Italy stra-
tegic ties can be the first step to-
wards the realisation of this goal.

Harsh V. Pant is Director of Research at
the Observer Research Foundation,

New Delhi and Professor of International
Relations at King’s College London.
Mauro Bonavita is a PhD candidate at
King’s College London
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Sri Lankan politics

The consolidation of power
by the Rajapaksa clan
(‘Profiles’ page, July 11) is
cause for concern as far as
India is concerned.
Mahinda Rajapaksa paid no
heed to India’s entreaties
after the civil war ended, to
devolve more powers to the
Tamil areas. The brothers
are even less likely to pay
attention now. Beijing’s
vice-like grip on Sri Lankan
politics will only get
stronger now. The brothers
are sharply aware of India’s
own majoritarian turn as
well as its troubles with
China at the border and in
the region. That the
Rajapaksas will continue
using Beijing as a
counter-weight to Delhi is a
reality.

S.S. PAUL,
Chakdaha, Nadia, West Bengal

Exit from Kerala

It is true that many
industrialists, real estate
companies and corporate
sectors face harassment
from politicians and
government agencies for
various reasons. As the
Kitex group has also
entered the political arena
in Kerala (‘Profiles’ page,
‘Kitex Group - Business and
politics’, July 11), and with
quite a few successes,
established political
heavyweights must have
sensed a threat. It is indeed
unfortunate that politics
could have resulted in
Kerala losing a huge
investment opportunity.
There is no harm in
corporate entities getting
into politics. We have some
examples in Parliament.

J.P. REDDY,
Nalgonda, Telangana

Professional conduct
As a commoner, with no
formal education or
sufficient knowledge of our
Constitution, acts, laws and
rules, I feel prompted to
raise some innocent
questions in connection
with the article, “The bar
on criticism that muzzles
the advocate” (Editorial
page, July 10). Is it advisable
to leave unnoticed
‘disparaging statements’ by
any advocate about courts,
judges, Bar Councils and
members of Bar Councils,
or, for that matter, by any
citizen about any other
citizen? Are not disciplinary
proceedings a form of
remedy to the situation?
Does not the subject come
under professional conduct
and etiquette? Is not the
Bar Council of India the
proper agency to issue

amendments to rules in
respect of advocates? If the
mandatory approval of the
Chief Justice of India for
such amendments is not
obtained, the Council looks
to be at fault, which surely
needs rectification. The
now-in-abeyance rules have
already exempted ‘healthy
and bona fide’ criticism,
made in ‘good faith’ from
the purview of the new
rules. The writer of the
article should be confident
that the report of the
Review Committee, and its
scrutiny by the CJI, should
solve the issue amicably.

P.R.V. RAJA.
Pandalam, Kerala

On recusal

For the past couple of
years, we have been seeing
brazen attempts by vested
interests to cast aspersions

on judges in an attempt to
influence verdicts in high
profile cases (Inside pages,
“Judge recuses from
Mamata’s election case”,
July 8). The Supreme Court
should adopt a policy of
zero tolerance towards
covert attempts to
intimidate judges into
withdrawing from cases
assigned to them. Supreme
Court judge Kaushik
Chanda did not score any
moral victory by recusing
himself from the Mamata
Banerjee election case,
notwithstanding his
indignant assertions about
his professional integrity. It
is a victory for his
maligners because he has
unwittingly created a moral
hazard of emboldening
powerful interests to
interfere in the
administration of justice.

online, scan the QR code

The fine of %5 lakh imposed
on Ms Banerjee is a pyrrhic
victory for judicial
independence.

V.N. MUKUNDARAJAN,
Thiruvananthapuram

At Wimbledon

The Wimbledon women’s
final (‘Sport’ page, July 11)
stood embellished by
Karolina Pliskova. While
Ashleigh Barty came
through as an archetypical
serve and volley tennis
mannequin, Pliskova was
the confident, pesky
nymph of the court. Barty
laboured over her game
with resolve while Pliskova
enjoyed hers. If one played
more for the cup ,the other
strove to thrill the viewer.

R. NARAYANAN,
Navi Mumbai
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Tapping on the potential of the youth

It is critical that we safeguard young people’s well-being because India’s welfare hinges on them

POONAM MUTTREJA
& DIPA NAG CHOUDHURY

World Population Day is marked on
July 11 every year to focus attention
on the importance of population-re-
lated issues. It was first observed by
the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) in 1989 and aims
to raise the discourse on sustainable
ways to safeguard each life that adds
up to a population.

As flagged by a UNDP report last
year, and subsequently in a global
study by The Lancet, India will stabil-
ise its population 12 years earlier
than expected. Therefore, the win-
dow India has to leverage its ‘demo-
graphic dividend’ is narrower than
we had thought. Fears of a ‘popula-
tion explosion’ are misplaced; in-
stead, it is critical that we focus our
attention on safeguarding young pe-
ople’s well-being because India’s wel-
fare hinges on them.

Impact of the pandemic

At 253 million, India’s adolescent
population is among the largest. Ov-
er 62% of India is aged between 15
and 59 years, and the median age of
the population is less than 30 years.
India’s ‘demographic dividend’ re-
presents the potential for economic
growth based on the age structure of
the population. However, transform-
ing this potential into reality requires
adolescents and the youth to be
healthy and well-educated.

Even before COVID-19 caused
country-wide school closures, India’s
underfunded education system was
inadequately equipped to provide
the skills young people need to take
advantage of emerging employment
opportunities. According to the
World Bank, public expenditure on
education constituted 4.4% of GDP in
2019 and only 3.4% of GDP in 2020.
Another report revealed that India
stands 62nd in terms of public ex-
penditure per student, and fares
badly in quality of education mea-
sures such as student-teacher ratios.
Coupled with the impact of CO-
VID-19, this paints a bleak picture of
the state of education today.

Aride to safety

MURALI KUMAR K.

In India, more than 32 crore stu-
dents have been affected by the na-
tionwide lockdown due to COVID-19.
Of these, about 15.8 crore are female.
The number of schoolgirls who are
impacted is 158 million and many of
those who have dropped out are un-
likely to go back to school. Schools
have remained closed even in remote
areas where the effect of the pan-
demic has been minimal. Studies
show that school closures have a se-
rious impact on the lives and mental
well-being of children.

The impact of the pandemic on
adolescents has been severe. A sur-
vey by the International Labour Or-
ganization reveals that 65% of adoles-
cents worldwide reported having
learnt less during the pandemic, and
51% felt that their learning would be
further delayed. It also highlighted
that adolescent mental well-being
has taken a big blow, with 17% of
young people likely to be suffering
from anxiety and depression.

It is important, therefore, for poli-
cymakers to balance the risks of
transmission through children with
the harm of prolonged school clo-
sures. By prioritising the vaccination
of teachers and school support staff
and also allowing a decentralised ap-
proach where district-level officials
may reopen schools based on local
COVID-19 transmission rates, schools
could be opened in a safe and phased
manner. In Odisha, for example,
community schools have re-opened
in some areas. Students wear face
masks and sit physically distanced
from each other outdoors under
sheds or tents. With some innovation
and creativity, opening schools with
a mix of online and offline options

Uber and UNESCO are coming together to offer a
‘Free rides for teachers  vaccination” campaign

ERIC FALT

The world is not yet out of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, which continues to
take a high toll on populations and
economies. This unprecedented
health crisis has also severely impact-
ed the gains made in the education
sector over the last few years. In In-
dia alone, 1.5 million schools shut
down in 2020, affecting 320 million
learners and impacting their educa-
tion, protection and well-being.

Throughout this pandemic, the ex-
ceptional effort undertaken by teach-
ers must be highlighted. Using the re-
sources available to them, Indian
teachers mobilised as one and have
remained on the front-lines of educa-
tion to ensure continuity of learning,
often against formidable odds, even
though the pandemic claimed the
lives of many of them.

As the country steps up its efforts
to tackle the devastating effects of the
second wave of COVID-19, the nation-
al vaccination campaign has as-
sumed greater importance than ever
before, so that we can finally move to
a ‘new normal’. There is an urgent
need to better recognise teachers as
front-line workers and prioritise
them in the vaccination campaign.

While this has already been done
by many State governments, the mo-
del should be replicated nationwide.
This will not only speed up the reo-
pening of schools so that students
can get back to ‘in person’ learning,
but will also provide safety.

Barriers to vaccination
Mass vaccination campaigns do not
solely depend on the availability of
vaccines. Such efforts are always hin-
dered by a lack of suitable transport
facilities, and difficult or prolonged
travel time to the vaccination sites.
Teachers, like anyone else, may be
worried about travelling long dis-
tances to the vaccination centres for
fear of contracting the virus on pu-
blic transport and may not be able to
access other means of conveyance.
Keeping these limitations in mind
and to support the process of swift
vaccination for teachers initiated by
the government, the ride-sharing
company Uber and UNESCO are
coming together to offer a ‘Free rides
for teachers’ vaccination’ campaign
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to provide teachers with the means
to travel to the vaccination centres in
a safe manner while offsetting the
costs of traveling long distances.

The initiative offers 1,00,000 rides
to 25,000 teachers to and from vacci-
nation centres to get the two vaccine
doses. The offer will be implemented
in Chennai, Coimbatore and Tiruchi-
rapalli in Tamil Nadu. The rides will
be made available via a promotional
code communicated to the teachers
with a detailed pictorial brochure to
help them download the application
and use the code.

Global partnerships

The impact of the pandemic across
the globe necessitates a coordinated
response. Last year, UNESCO
launched the Global Education Coali-
tion (GEC), a platform for collabora-
tion to protect the right to education
during the pandemic and beyond.

The coalition brings together more
than 175 members from the UN fami-
ly, civil society, academia, and the
private sector focusing on three key
issues, namely connectivity, teach-
ers, and gender to ensure continuous
access to education for all.

As we now begin to re-imagine
education in a post-COVID-19 world,
we must remember that renewed
cooperation between governments
and the private sector can go a long
way in combating this crisis. Through
our partnership with Uber, we wish
to acknowledge the continued com-
mitment of teachers to their students
and their critical role in contributing
to the achievement of the 2030 tar-
gets under Sustainable Development
Goal 4.

In this crisis, teachers have shown
great leadership and innovation in
ensuring that #LearningNeverStops,
and that no learner is left behind.
They have also helped in communi-
cating measures that prevent the
spread of the virus and providing as-
sistance to ensure the mental well-
being of all children. An accelerated
vaccination process will enable them
to stand fully ready when schools
reopern.

Eric Falt is the Director and Representative
of the UNESCO New Delhi Cluster Office
covering Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Maldives, Nepal and Sri Lanka

could be an important step to ad-
dressing the learning needs and
mental well-being of adolescents.

Increased poverty levels during
the pandemic may well have led to a
worrying spurt in early marriages of
girls in India. As demographers like
Shireen Jejeebhoy note, while child
marriage as a strategy to address
household poverty has been noted in
India in general, it has registered an
alarming rise during the pandemic.
This is linked with increases in gen-
der-based violence. Adolescent girls
are at high risk during times like
these, given their vulnerability to
abuse and trafficking, especially if
primary caregivers fall ill or die. Res-
tricted mobility due to lockdowns
puts girls at risk of violence at home
at the hands of caregivers or partn-
ers. The impact of the crisis on ado-
lescents, especially girls, is of gigan-
tic proportions, but the problem is
not irredeemable, provided we dis-
play firm commitment to implement-
ing quick and effective strategies to
overcome the challenges.

The way forward

We are living through a global crisis
and the road ahead is uncertain. This
will have long-standing effects on
adolescents and youth. Recognising
that COVID-19 has affected all dimen-
sions of the lives of youth, collabora-
tive actions by key ministries, go-
vernment agencies, and civil society
will be central to developing a holis-
tic and meaningful solution. It is im-
perative that we have in place me-
chanisms for better inter-sectoral
collaboration as we move to safe-
guard the futures of our adolescents.
School mid-day meals, for example,

exemplify how improved nutrition
benefits learning. Not only do they
provide an incentive for parents to
send their children to school on the
assurance of one nutritious meal;
they also provide the calorie intake
required to stay alert in the class-
room. Studies have established
strong links between nutrition and
cognitive scores among teenagers.
Coordination across departments
can enable better solutions and grea-
ter efficiencies in tackling the crisis
that our adolescents face.

Much could be gained if the Minis-
try of Education took steps to ensure
that adolescents, especially girls,
continue their education during the
pandemic. Simultaneously, the Mi-
nistry of Health and Family Welfare
must collaborate with the Education
Ministry to disseminate key informa-
tion to help adolescents safeguard
their health and ability to learn.

Given that school closures have
impacted access to schemes such as
the delivery of menstrual hygiene
products to adolescents, teachers
can work as volunteers for collabo-
rating with frontline health workers
to distribute sanitary napkins to
girls. To address the mental health of
adolescents, the Health and Educa-
tion Ministries should strengthen
outreach via existing helplines and
by enabling conversations on critical
issues regarding their reproductive
and sexual health.

There is enough academic re-
search to demonstrate how the de-
mographic dividend contributed to
growth in other countries, especially
during East Asia’s economic miracle
of 1965-1990. During that period,
East Asia's working age population
grew at a faster rate than its depen-
dent population, thereby expanding
the per capita productivity of these
economies. This occurred because
East Asian countries developed so-
cial, economic, and political institu-
tions and policies that allowed them
to realise the growth potential creat-
ed by the transition.

Improving the lives of our adoles-
cents in mission mode would lift
their lives, but also generate a virtu-
ous cycle with healthier and educat-
ed young adults contributing sub-
stantially to securing India’s future.

Poonam Muttreja is Executive Director and
Dipa Nag Choudhury is Director of
Programmes, Population Foundation of India

FROM THE READERS’ EDITOR

Secrecy Is a weapon

Journalists are forced to rely on sources and form an
opinion based on conjectures

ending quest to secure rights for everyone.
Mr. Faiz wrote the Report of the 1968 Stand-
ing Committee on Art and Culture, which
was forgotten not only in Pakistan but across
South Asia. It is important for courts and the
governments to listen to Mr. Faiz. He wrote:
“Culture is lived and evolved by the whole
community... The arts are not a luxury. They
are an important factor in a nation’s mental
and moral health and productive efficiency.”

There is a body of literature about free-
dom of expression and freedom of the press.
Such works talk about the excesses of go-
vernments and the legal recourse. But there
are no clues in literature on how to deal with
a government which makes its decisions in
total secrecy. James Madison, author of the
Bill of Rights in the U.S., once said that “a
popular government without popular infor-
mation or the means of acquiring it is but a
prologue to farce or a tragedy or perhaps
both”. In India, now there is very little cred-
ible popular information. Journalists are
forced to rely on sources and form an opi-
nion based on conjectures.

A.S. PANNEERSELVAN

In 2014, when writer Perumal Murugan was
forced to go silent for a period due to the ex-
cesses of a caste-based vigilante group with
the backing of the district administration,
there was justifiable outrage among writers
and artists. There were protest meetings
across Tamil Nadu. In one such meeting, a
group of young artists came up with numer-
ous posters that demanded that the freedom
of expression be upheld. After the meeting, I
was presented with a set of posters which
were based on the poems by the modern Ta-
mil poet, Atmanam. These posters adorn my
office and constantly remind me not to take
free speech for granted.

Right to free speech

In journalism, we talk about two forms of
censorship: one imposed by external forces
and the other imposed by us on ourselves
due to fear. Though Mr. Murugan was grant-
ed relief by the High Court, legal scholar
Gautam Bhatia, in his article “The fault in
our speech” (July 7, 2016), pointed out the
limitations in the court’s approach. The judg-
ment was based on three rather restrictive
arguments: “First, that the book has won
many prizes, and has gained critical acclaim;
second, that Indian culture had always cele-
brated sexuality until the Victorian British
suppressed it; and third, that read as a
whole, the book is not intended to titillate or
eroticise, but instead, to make a broader
point about how social pressures can impact
individual lives.”

Mr. Bhatia rightly argued that “for speech
to be truly free, the judiciary must stop ask-
ing literature to justify its aesthetic or its pol-
itics before the Bar, whether mediated by an
awards jury or not”. Throughout South Asia,
writers, poets and journalists often invoke
the legendary Faiz Ahmad Faiz to defend our
right to express ourselves fully. His poetry
‘Bol (Speak)’ galvanised many for decades to
fight for the fundamental right to free
speech. He wrote: “Speak, for your lips are
free; speak, for your tongue is still yours.
Your upright body belongs to you; speak, for
your soul still is yours”.

What unites a legal mind like Mr. Bhatia
and a cultural icon like Mr. Faiz is their un-

Official silence

On July 7, Prime Minister Narendra Modi ef-
fected a major reshuffle in his Cabinet.
Beyond headline management by the go-
vernment, citizens know very little about the
factors that led to this change. The strap line
that accompanied the reshuffle story on the
front page of this newspaper read: “Move
aimed at bringing in qualified professionals
and balancing regional and community aspi-
rations in the run-up to upcoming
elections”.

I was intrigued by two sentences in the
story. One read: “Government sources
termed it an effort by Mr. Modi to strike a ba-
lance between political messaging of includ-
ing MPs from various regional centres as well
as from marginalised communities and beef-
ing up the skill set of the ministries with pro-
fessionally and educationally qualified addi-
tions.” And the other said: “Several
ministries have been clubbed together,
sources say, to increase synergy.” Why
should journalists rely on sources for such
perfectly legitimate and democratically valid
reasons? Why was there no official briefing?
Journalists are forced to cite sources because
of the official silence. How do we address
this important democratic deficit? The go-
vernment is aware that secrecy is a potent
weapon. It is no longer a prologue to farce or
tragedy. It is tragedy.

readerseditor@thehindu.co.in
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PACE DROPS

Vaccination rate slows down

The rate of daily COVID-19 vaccinations in India decreased in the first 10 days of July compared
to the last 10 days of June when the new vaccination policy was introduced. However, the rate
in July was still higher than the daily inoculation rate recorded before the new policy came
into force. Between July 1and 10, 4.03 million doses were administered on average daily in
the country, which is significantly lower than the average of 5.57 million doses administered
daily between June 21 and 30. The seven-day rolling average of shots administered per day
fell to 3.54 million by July 10. The average number of daily inoculations fell in most major
States in July, with Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat registering the highest drops.
U.P., Punjab and Bihar recorded marginal increases. By The Hindu Data Team

FROM THE ARCHIVES
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Struggle for Bangla Desh

(From an Editorial)

Mr. Jaya Prakash Narayan, Mr. Sadaq Ali, Pre-
sident of the Congress (O), Mr. Krishna Me-
nen and other leading politicians continue
to call for the immediate recognition of Ban-
gla Desh. The demand has also been pressed
by some members in the Lok Sabha and the
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and he did not think their production could
be materially increased owing to shortage of
looms. He doubted if the educated class
would take to Khadi spinning and weaving,
but he said it was almost certain that the
price of Indian cloth would increase if the fo-
reign article was exluded.
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Chinese protest against
Indian celebration

“We don’t understand Man-
darin. They had scribbled
something on the banner.
They stood there for about
half an hour,” Mr. Tsewang
told The Hindu.

“The land where they
stood and protested on the
Dalai Lama’s birthday is our
land. It belongs to India,” he
stated.

Videos shared by Mr. Tse-
wang showed a group of
men holding a long banner
in red with words on it.
They are also seen carrying
the Chinese flag.

When contacted, Army
authorities chose not to
comment on the Chinese ac-
tion. Mr. Tsewang stated
that 10 days ago, the Chi-
nese also protested when
the locals were setting up a
solar pump.

Last Tuesday, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi greet-
ed the Dalai Lama in a
phone call on the occasion
on his 86th birthday.

This is the first time Mr.
Modi has publicly con-
firmed speaking with the
Dalai Lama since he took ov-

er as PM in 2014.

The developments come
against the backdrop of a
continuing deadlock in the
talks at various levels to re-
solve the ongoing military
stand-off in eastern Ladakh.

While the first phase of
disengagement at Pangong
Tso was completed in Fe-
bruary, efforts to work out
an agreement for the se-
cond phase of disengage-
ment at Gogra and Hot
Springs have been held up.
Other frictions areas at
Demchok and Depsang still
remain.

2019 incident
A similar incident had oc-
curred in the area in 2019 as
well. In July 2019, as villag-
ers held a local festival to ce-
lebrate the Dalai Lama’s
birthday, at least 11 Chinese
men in civilian clothing
came close to the LAC and
raised banners from across
the river bank which read,
“Ban all activity to split Ti-
bet”.

The LAC in the area runs
along the Indus river.

Dhami holds off on
Kanwar yatra decision

This is also the concern of
the medical officers tasked
with controlling the pan-
demic on the ground.
“There was complete panic
among the people during
the second wave, with a
shortage of oxygen, ventila-
tors and ICU beds. We are
taking steps to ensure all
these facilities are there in
the event of a third wave.
But people must also follow
the COVID protocols,” said
Ajay Kumar Nagarkar, addi-
tional chief medical officer
for Haridwar, who initially
handled oxygen manage-
ment in the district’s COVID
control room before he him-
self tested positive near the
end of April, along with his

entire family.

Any decision regarding
the Kanwar Yatra will be ta-
ken at the policy and admi-
nistration level, he insisted.

He added that the COVID
care centres and hospitals
will have to set up booths to
cater to the three crore plus
pilgrims expected, apart
from the local population.

“Staffing such booths is a
challenge with our manpow-
er. Increased testing will be
needed, but our testing ca-
pacity is limited,” he said,
noting that about 3,000 peo-
ple are currently tested on a
random sampling basis at
the district’s border points.

Uttarakhand is also facing
a shortage of vaccines.

‘High command will
decide on CM change’

Mr. Baghel, who played a
key role in overseeing the
Congress’ campaign in the
recent Assam Assembly, is
likely to be given major res-
ponsibility for the U.P. elec-
tions as well. Congress trea-
surer Pawan Kumar Bansal
and senior leader from U.P.,
Rajeev Shukla, were also
part of the hour-long meet-
ing at 10 Janpath on Sunday.

In April, Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister’s parliamen-
tary advisor, Rajesh Tiwari,
who played a key role in

Congress’ Assam campaign,
was appointed an All India
Congress Committee secre-
tary for U.P. During the re-
cent panchayat polls in the
State, party workers from
Chhattisgarh had gone for
booth management, orga-
nising workers’s meetings
among other things.

The Chief Minister later
also met AICC’s Chhattis-
garh in-charge P.L. Punia,
who told a news agency that
there is no ‘rotational plan’
to change Chief Minister.

First report on
compliance from Twitter

These persons have to be re-
sidents in India.

Twitter has already ap-
pointed an interim chief
compliance officer and is ex-
pected to appoint a nodal
officer soon.

In its compliance report,
titled “India Transparency
Report”, Twitter has provid-
ed data on the different ca-
tegories of complaints from
users and action taken on
them as well as provided in-
formation on its proactive
monitoring efforts. Between
May 26, 2021 and June 25,
2021, Twitter received a to-
tal of 38 complaints, which
resulted in action against

133 URLs. Of these, the lar-
gest number of complaints
pertained to defamation
(20), followed by abuse or
harassment (6) and sensitive
adult content (4).

Twitter also processed 56
grievances appealing for
suspension of user ac-
counts, of which seven were
overturned and remaining
suspended.

The social media giant
has also said that proactive
monitoring of user content
led to suspension of 18,385
accounts for child sexual ex-
ploitation and 4,179 ac-
counts for terrorism related
activities globally.

Shah launches projects
in Gandhinagar

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
AHMEDABAD

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, on a two-day visit to
Gujarat and his parliamen-
tary constituency Gandhina-
gar, launched several deve-
lopment works on Sunday
and praised Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for “creating
systems” for uninterrupted
development in the State
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and the country. He laid the
foundation stone of projects
worth 3244 crore in Ahme-
dabad and surrounding
areas, which are part of his
constituency. The Minister is
scheduled to attend the Guj-
arat Forensic Science Un-
iversity convocation, visit
the Lord Jagannath temple
during Rath Yatra apart
from touring constituency.

and will protect users: Minister

‘They will ensure a safer and more responsible social media ecosystem in India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Information Technology and
Communications Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw on Sun-
day said the new informa-
tion technology rules were
empowering and protecting
users.

The new IT rules will en-
sure a safer and more res-
ponsible social media eco-
system in India, the Minister
said.

“Reviewed the implemen-
tation and compliance of In-
formation Technology
Rules, 2021 along with my
colleague Shri Rajeev Chan-
drasekhar ji. These guide-
lines are empowering and
protecting users and will en-
sure a safer and responsible
social media ecosystem in

Reviewed the implementation and
compliance of Information Technology

Rules, 2021 along with my colleague

Shri Rajeev Chandrasekhar ji.

These guidelines are empowering

and protecting users and will

ensure a safer and responsible

social media ecosystem in India

ASHWINI VAISHNAW,

IT AND COMMUNICATIONS MINISTER

India,” Mr. Vaishnaw said in
a post on the Koo platform,
Twitter’s Indian competitor.
The new rules, which
came into effect from May
25, mandate social media
companies to establish a
grievance redress mechan-
ism for resolving complaints
from the users or victims.
All significant social me-
dia companies with a user

Naqvi slams critics of
U.P’s population policy

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LUCKNOW
Hitting out at those critical
of the Yogi Adityanath go-
vernment’s steps aimed at
stabilising the population in
Uttar Pradesh, Union Minor-
ity Affairs Minister Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi on Sunday said
the people doing politics or
giving communal colour to
such efforts were “enemies”
of the State and the country.
While addressing the
newly elected representa-
tives of panchayats on his
two-day visit to Rampur, the
BJP leader said population
control is the need of the
hour and it is heartening
that the campaign for popu-
lation control is being start-
ed from Uttar Pradesh,

which is India’s most popu-
lous State.

The policy comes at a
time when the Uttar Pra-
desh State Law Commission
has prepared the proposed
draft Bill under which a two-
child norm would be imple-
mented and promoted.

A person who will have
more than two children af-
ter the law comes into force
would be debarred from
several benefits such as go-
vernment sponsored wel-
fare schemes and from con-
testing elections to local
authority or any body of the
local self-government, the
draft says.

Ration card units would
be limited to four members
of a family.

base of over 50 lakh shall ap-
point a grievance officer to
deal with such complaints
and share the name and con-
tact details of such officers.

The big social media com-
panies are mandated to ap-
point a chief compliance of-
ficer, a nodal contact person
and a resident grievance of-
ficer.

All of them should be resi-

dents of India.

However, Facebook-
owned Whatsapp has chal-
lenged the new IT rules for
social media intermediaries
requiring the messaging app
to trace chats and make pro-
visions to identify the first
originator of information,
saying they violate the right
to privacy and are unconsti-
tutional.

WhatsApp further alleged
the requirement of interme-
diaries enabling the identifi-
cation of the first originator
of information in India upon
government or court order
puts end-to-end encryption
and its benefits “at risk”.

Some of the media houses
have also challenged the
new IT rules and the matter
is sub judice.

Psychoanalysis test
done on blast accused

Police say two are telling ‘partial truth’

SAURABH TRIVEDI
NEW DELHI

Results of the psychoanaly-
sis test of four students ar-
rested from Ladakh in con-
nection with a blast near the
Israel Embassy in New Delhi
in January found that two of
them were telling “partial
truth”, a senior police offic-
er said on Sunday.

The police said that Nazir
Hussain, 26, Zulfikar Ali Wa-
zir, 25, Aiaz Hussain, 28 and
Muzammil Hussain, 25, all
from Thang village in Kargil
district of Ladakh, were ar-
rested from Kargil and
brought to Delhi on transit
remand on June 24.

After detailed investiga-
tion, they were taken to the
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences for a psychoanaly-
sis test by a panel of expert
doctors.

“The test result shared by
doctors mentioned that two
of them were telling ‘partial
truth’ regarding their role in
the blast outside the Israel
Embassy,” the officer said.

“We are going through
the test report to find out
what’s the ‘partial truth’ the
accused are hiding from the
police. If required, we will
take the help of experts and
question them again,” the
officer added.

The police said all four ac-
cused had been in Delhi on
the day of the blast and their
phones were found to have
been switched off. Five mo-
bile phones had been reco-
vered from them.

A minor IED (improvised
explosive device) blast took
place outside the embassy
on January 29. There were
no casualties.

Two held
for plotting
attacks in U.P.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW

The police on Sunday ar-
rested two persons on sus-
picion that they were alleg-
edly planning to carry out
terror attacks in parts of
eastern Uttar Pradesh and
Lucknow ahead of Inde-
pendence Day.

The Anti-Terror Squad,
which made the arrests
from two locations here,
claimed to have recovered
explosives from the two
suspects. The  police
claimed the men were
working for a local module
of terror outfit Al-Qaeda.

The two were identified
as Minhaz Ahmad and
Maseeruddin.

HAL set to deliver first batch of 3 LCH  Prisoners wait for SCs bail -

These are part of 15 Limited Series Production copters approved for Army, IAF

DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

Hindustan Aeronautics Li-
mited (HAL) is gearing up to
deliver the first batch of
three Light Combat Helicop-
ters (LCH) to the Indian Air
Force (IAF) once acceptance
tests are completed. These
are part of the 15 Limited Se-
ries Production (LSP) heli-
copters approved for the Ar-
my and the IAF.

“HAL has received Letter
of Intent for five Air Force
and five Army LCH for deliv-
ery pending contract finali-
sation of 15 Limited Series
Production (LSP) LCH. HAL
has produced and signalled
out three LSP LCH for the
IAF. Same will be subjected
to customer acceptance and
training shortly,” a HAL
source said.

On the remaining helicop-
ters of the LSP series, the
source added, “In the cur-
rent year we are producing
four LCH for Army and two
for the Air Force. Remaining
six LCH will be produced
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Dominating the sky: A file photo of Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited's indigenously developed Light Combat Helicopter.

next year.”

The deal for the 15 LCH
was expected to have been
signed in the first quarter of
2021 but has been delayed
due to the second wave of
the pandemic.

The IAF has put forward a
requirement for 65 LCH and
the Army for 114 helicopters.
Of the 15 LSP helicopters, 10
are for the IAF and five for
the Army. The LCH, the light-
est attack helicopter in the
world weighing 5.5 tonnes,
has been designed and deve-
loped by the HAL to meet

the specific and unique re-
quirements of the Indian
armed forces and can oper-
ate at heights of 12,000 feet.

The Army Aviation oper-
ates smaller utility helicop-
ters but does not have attack
helicopters in its fleet and
has for sometime pitched for
attack helicopters of its own
to operate with its strike
Corps. The attack helicopter
fleet is operated by the Air
Force which provides close
air support to the Army.

The IAF operates the ol-
der Mi-25 and Mi-35 Russian

attack helicopters which are
in the process of being
phased out and has inducted
22 AH-64E Apache attack
helicopters from the U.S.
The Army will also start re-
ceiving the Apache attack
helicopters from early 2023
onwards, six of which have
been contracted under an
estimated $800-mn deal
from the U.S. in February
2020.

Presently, the Army has
90 Advanced Light Helicop-
ters (ALH) and 75 Rudra,
weaponised ALH, helicop-
ters in service which are in-
digenously designed and de-
veloped by the HAL in
addition to around 160 older
Cheetah and Chetak utility
helicopters which are in
need of urgent replacement.

Last August, amid the on-
going standoff with China in
Eastern Ladakh, two LCH
were deployed for opera-
tions at high altitude in Leh
at short notice to support
IAF missions, validating
their capability.

Bihar’s Kesaria Buddha stupa waterlogged

Floods reported in some parts of the district after rainfall in the catchment areas

AMARNATH TEWARY
PATNA
The world-famous Kesaria
Buddha stupa in east Cham-
paran district of Bihar is wa-
terlogged following floods in
some parts of the district af-
ter heavy rainfall in the
catchment areas of river
Gandak in neighbouring Ne-
pal.

East and West Champaran
districts share their borders
with Nepal at many places.

‘Issue of concern’
“Since it is waterlogged from
all sides, it is feared that it
may suffer damage. But,
even last year too the stupa
was waterlogged,” said an
Archaeological Survey of In-
dia (AS]) official in Patna ov-
er phone.

“It is indeed an issue of se-
rious concern,” he added

Cause for concern: Buildings surrounded by flood water in
East Champaran, Bihar. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

preferring anonymity.

The stupa, located about
110 km from the State capital
Patna, has a circumference
of almost 400 feet and
stands at a height of about
104 feet. The first construc-

tion of the nationally pro-
tected stupa is dated to the
3rd century BCE.

It is regarded as the lar-
gest Buddhist stupa in the
world and has been drawing
tourists from across several

Buddhist countries.

The stupa’s exploration
had started in the early 19th
century after its discovery
led by Colonel Mackenzie in
1814. Later, it was excavated
by General Cunningham in
1861-62 and in 1998 an ASI
team led by archaeologist
K.K. Muhammad had exca-
vated the site properly.

The original Kesaria stupa
is said to date back to the
time of emperor Ashoka (cir-
ca 250 BCE) as the remains
of an Ashokan pillar was dis-
covered there. The local pe-
ople call the stupa “deva-
laya,” meaning “house of
gods”.

The ASI has declared it a
protected monument.

However, a larger part of
the stupa is yet to be deve-
loped as it remains under
thick vegetation.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GHAZIABAD
It has been three days since
the Supreme Court granted
immediate interim bail to 13
convicts lodged in the Agra
Central Jail but the inmates
are yet to walk free as jail
authorities are waiting to re-
ceive the order by post. The
convicts have spent bet-
ween 14 and 20 years in pri-
son despite being juveniles
at the time of committing
the crime.

V.K. Singh, Senior Supe-
rintendent of Agra Central

© Jail, said they were waiting

for the certified copy of the
SC’s order. “We will follow
the due process. After the
top court’s order, they will
surely be released but only
after receiving the physical
copy of the order,” Mr. Singh
told The Hindu. “It has been
dispatched and it should
reach us any time.” A source
in the prison said the order
was expected to reach them
on Monday. “The SC took
only a week to pass the or-
der in favour of the petition-
ers but it seems it will take
another week to get them
released from a Central Jail
in Uttar Pradesh,” said la-
wyer Rishi Malhotra, who
represented the convicts.
He asked why the orders
were being sent by post
when the courts had moved
online in the pandemic.
“Why can’t the jail authori-
ties check the orders online
and take necessary action?
In the digital age, the cum-
bersome process of waiting
for physical copies could be

~order to arrive by post

Convicts have spent 14-20 years in jail

-_—

The prisoners will be freed
once the physical copy of
the SC order is received.

done away with,” Mr. Malho-
tra said.

He said the convicts had
spent a good part of their
lives behind bars because of
ignorance and a lack of good
legal aid at the trial stage.

“The 13 prisoners had not
taken the defence of juvenil-
ity during the trial stage,” he
said.

In 2012, the Allahabad
High Court directed the Ju-
venile Justice Board to de-
termine the ages of prison-
ers, following which 13 were
found to be juvenile offen-
ders. “All of them were con-
victed for murder and were
given life terms,” said Mr.
Malhotra.

According to the Juvenile
Justice Act 2000, the maxi-
mum sentence for juvenile
offenders is three years in a
juvenile correction home.

“On one hand, jail auth-
orities complain that the
jails are overpopulated and
on the other, they perpet-
uate red-tapism,” Mr. Mal-
hotra said.

I Harinath, 10 years old, need your support in
bringing a lasting change and a new life. | suffer from
T Cell - Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia and has to
undergo Allogenic Bone Marrow Transplantation at
V.S.Hospital, Chennai. | urgently need Rs. 15,00,000/-
for my treatment and supportive care. Donations sent
by Ch/D.D. favouring V.S. Medical Trust will be
acknowledged. The donations sent through Ch/
D.D./NEFT Transfer & GOOGLE PAY (Canara Bank,
Nungambakkam Branch, A/C. No: 60182010063310,
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80G IT. (Please do not mention patient name on the cheque).

All Correspondence is done through WWS, Regd. Public Charitable Trust,
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‘Stan Swamy’s
death cannot
be justified’

STAFF REPORTER

PUNE

Launching a broadside at
the Narendra Modi-led
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) government over the
death of Father Stan Swa-
my, Shiv Sena MP and par-
ty spokesperson Sanjay
Raut on Sunday said that
the “murder” of the octo-
genarian tribal rights acti-
vist in prison could not be
justified, while comparing
the Modi regime with that
of the fascist governments
of Benito Mussolini and
Adolph Hitler.

In his column Rokhthok
in the Sena’s mouthpiece
Saamana, Mr. Raut ques-
tioned whether India’s
foundations had become
so weak that the Modi go-
vernment feared its over-
throw by an 84-year-old Je-
suit priest and activist. Mr.
Raut said the death of the
“disabled and helpless
Father Swamy” in prison
could not be justified even
if Maoists and Naxals were
more dangerous than
Kashmiri separatists.

‘Both UPA, NDA
misused probe
agencies’

STAFF REPORTER
PUNE

Both the erstwhile United
Progressive Alliance and
the current National De-
mocratic Alliance govern-
ment have misused the
Central probe agencies to
settle political scores, said
Maharashtra Navnirman
Sena chief Raj Thackeray
on Sunday, commenting
on the recent spate of En-
forcement Directorate ac-
tions against the leader-
ship of the ruling ‘Maha
Vikas Aghadi’ government.

“The ED is not some tool
in the hands of the Central
government that it can use
to topple whosoever it did
not like,” he said.

The MNS president was
responding to questions on
the ED’s questioning of
NCP leader Eknath Khadse
and the agency’s arrest of
his son-in-law in a money
laundering case related to
a dubious land deal in
Pune’s Bhosari area.

‘Kandahar evacuation
IS temporary, says MEA

Consulate-General hasn't been closed, says Ministry

KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE

NEW DELHI

India has evacuated person-
nel from the Consulate-Gen-
eral in Kandahar as a tem-
porary measure in view of
the fighting between the Ta-
liban and Afghan security
forces, said the Ministry of
External Affairs on Sunday.
Official spokesperson Arin-
dam Bagchi said the mission
is “not closed” and the visa-
related work has been shift-
ed to the Indian Embassy in
Kabul.

“The Consulate-General
of India in Kandahar has not
been closed. However, due
to the intense fighting near
Kandahar city, India-based
personnel  have  been
brought back for the time
being,” said Mr. Bagchi, em-
phasising that the evacua-
tion “is a purely temporary
measure”.

The reiteration of the
“temporary” nature of the
closure came a day after The
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W

Afghan security personnel on
duty in Kandahar amid
growing fighting.

Hindu reported that India
has closed diplomatic opera-
tions at Kandahar tempora-
rily. The Indian personnel
were seen on Saturday leav-
ing the premises of the mis-
sion in a cavalcade of official
vehicles.

“The Consulate continues
to operate through our local
staff members. Arrange-
ments are being made to en-
sure continued delivery of
visa and consular services
through our Embassy in Ka-
bul,” said Mr. Bagchi. The di-
plomatic mission in Kanda-

har serves as an important
coordinating centre for the
large number of medical
tourists who seek treatment
in India and obstructions
and delays in visa acquisi-
tion can create challenges
for Afghan citizens intending
to visit Indian hospitals.

The security situation in
Kandahar continues to re-
main grim with fierce fight-
ing going on in the suburbs
and in nearby areas that
have been taken over by the
Taliban fighters. Taliban
fighters on Friday attacked
the jail in Kandahar that
holds a large number of vete-
rans of the Taliban
movement.

Indian missions in Af-
ghanistan were targeted by
terrorists in the past and Sa-
turday’s evacuation is, the-
refore, being interpreted as
ameasure to ensure the safe-
ty and security of the people
employed at the Indian Con-
sulate-General.

“Pressure fuse points to Pakistani hand’

Sources say LeT may have got help from the ISI or the Army in fabricating IEDs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAMMU/NEW DELHI

The “pressure fuse” used in
the bombs dropped on the
Indian Air Force (IAF) station
in Jammu through drones in
a first-of-its-kind attack in In-
dia indicates that some ele-
ments of the Pakistan Army
or the ISI helped terror
group Lashkar-e-Taiba in fa-
bricating the IEDs, according

to security sources.

The improvised explosive
device (IED) that pierced the
rooftop of one of the IAF
buildings at the Jammu air-
port carried less than 1 kg of
RDX and a cocktail of other
chemicals, whereas the one
that was dropped on the
ground contained a little ov-
er 1 kg of the deadly explo-
sives along with some ball
bearings, they said. The
sources said the IED used in
the June 27 attack “definite-
ly” contained the technical
expertise of the Pakistani
military. The ‘pressure fuse’
used is similar to the ones

used by the Pakistani Army.

A ‘pressure fuse’ is gener-
ally used in minefields, anti-

Jam-packed: Heavy traffic at Patnitop, a hill station in Ramban district of Jammu and Kashmir on Sunday. The Health Ministry
has warned that crowding at hill stations can lead to the spread of COVID-19 =p1i

Nadda chairs meet
with BJP secretaries

Party prepares for upcoming elections

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

BJP president J.P. Nadda
chaired a meeting with the
party’s national secretaries
on Sunday, where he re-
viewed the organisational
activities and the prepara-
tions for the upcoming As-
sembly elections in five
States.

They later called on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at his official residence
here and briefed him.

This was Mr. Nadda’s first
physical meeting with these
BJP office-bearers following
their appointment last year.

A party leader noted that
the BJP general secretaries
also called on Mr. Modi after
their first physical meeting
with Mr. Nadda.

At the secretaries’ meet-
ing with Mr. Nadda, the on-

J.P.Nadda

going organisational activi-
ties, including those related
to promoting the COVID-19
vaccination drive, were
discussed.

The Assembly elections
in five States, due early next
year, and several bypolls
were also discussed, sourc-
es said. The meeting lasted
for more than an hour.

Mr. Modi held similar
meetings at his residence
last month with the BJP gen-
eral secretaries and the
heads of the saffron party’s
different wings.

RSS assigns Arun Kumar

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI
. In an ongoing meeting of the
. full-time pracharaks of the
: Rashtriya

Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) at Chitrakoot in

: Madhya Pradesh, a signifi-
: cant organisational change
:was introduced by replacing
: joint
: Krishna Gopal with Arun Ku-
¢ mar, another joint general
: secretary, as its coordinator
: on political issues and with
: the BJP.

general secretary

The position is consi-
dered sensitive as it involves

: coordinating with the BJP-
¢ led government and the par-
: ty on political issues, and as-
: sumes more importance by
¢ the fact that Uttar Pradesh,

Gujarat and Uttarakhand are

to go to Assembly elections
© next year. One joint general

Bulky Cabinet of no use if public
spending is not higher: CPI(M)

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) on Sunday hit
out at the Central govern-
ment over reports of a steep
fall in infrastructure expen-
diture and a dip in vaccina-
tion rates, saying that a “bul-
ky Cabinet” is of no use if
public investments are not
higher.

In a series of tweets, CPI
(M) general secretary Sita-
ram Yechury said that the

Thli(e PDF was originally uploa’d to Brills Express Official (https://t.me/The_Hindu_Express) before anyone else. Don:t forget to join backup cha)el @Thehindu000

Narendra Modi government
must spend more to build in-
frastructure-generating jobs
and demand. “Change of
faces and a bulky cabinet is
of no use: stop the ‘thank
you’ ad-gimmicks and spend
allocated money on vac-
cines. This is disastrous.
When higher public invest-
ments are needed to revive
the economy and secure li-
velihoods, government ex-
penditures fall sharply by
41.6 per cent,” he said, ask-

ing the government where
the money was being spent.

Attaching a report show-
ing that India is among the
countries with the lowest
share of people who have re-
ceived at least one dose of
vaccine, Mr. Yechury said a
new Cabinet is of no use if
vaccines are not provided.

“This is where India
stands thanks to the com-
plete mismanagement and
hubris of this government,”
he said.

secretary (organisation) is al-
so likely to be seconded to
the BJP, said sources.

RSS prachar pramukh Su-
nil Ambekar confirmed the
change that Mr. Kumar, re-
cently made joint general se-
cretary in the RSS, was to
hold the coordinator’s posi-
tion, but maintained that
this was a routine organisa-
tional shuftle.

Mr. Kumar’s taking charge
of the post was considered
imminent after he was ele-
vated to the joint general se-
cretary post. Earlier in the
year, Dattatreya Hosabale
was made second-in-com-
mand of the RSS or the gen-
eral secretary.

The last time such a
change had taken place, that
is when Mr. Krishna Gopal
was appointed coordinator,

to coordinate with the BJP

He replaces Krishna Gopal ahead of elections next year

was around 2014-15, when
the Modi government had
just taken over.

RSS sources said more
changes in kshetra pracha-
raks, or areas in-charge,
were also being firmed up at
the three-day meet, includ-
ing moving around person-
nel from West Bengal, where
the BJP lost the Assembly
polls, and in Rajasthan as
well, say sources.

In an annual report re-
leased earlier in the day, the
RSS said that 39,454 of its
shakhas were operating
across the country and that
it will undertake a nation-
wide training of its workers
to do aid work for the possi-
ble third wave of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, and the
aim was to reach 2.5 lakh
spots with this aid work.
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Security concerns: On June 27, bombs were dropped by
drones at the IAF base in Jammu. =p1i

tank mines and those
dropped by the air force in
the fuselage between the ex-
plosive and main detonator
of a shell or an IED. The ex-
plosive devices are activated
by the pressure of either fall-
ing on the ground with force
or some individual or vehicle
passing over it.

However, in these sophis-
ticated IEDs, the ‘pressure
fuse’ had been deployed at
the nose of the bombs so
that they trigger with a force
after falling on the ground,
the sources said. Most of the
artillery shells and mortar
bombs have this type of fuse,

and that is why they do not
explode in the air but on im-
pact, they explained.
Director-General of Jam-
mu and Kashmir Police Dil-
bag Singh had said earlier
that Pakistan-based terro-
rists of Lashkar-e-Taiba were
suspected to be behind the
bombing of the IAF station.
Two IAF personnel were
injured in the explosions
that took place within six mi-
nutes of each other. The first
blast ripped off the roof of a
single-storey building in the
technical area of the airport
manned by the IAF in Satwa-
ri on the outskirts of Jammu.

The second one was on the
ground. Notably, of late, Pa-
kistan has been procuring
armed drones from China
and Turkey.

The sources said drones
could fly up to three hours
and could be monitored and
manoeuvred remotely
through the Global Position-
ing System (GPS) technology.
The aerial distance from the
Jammu airport to the Inter-
national Border is 14 km.

In September last year,
five Lok Sabha members
from the YSR Congress had
asked whether the govern-
ment had issued any guide-
lines in light of the possibili-
ty of drones being used as
weapons of attack on high-
security installations.

The then Minister of State
for Home, G.K. Reddy, had
stated, “In order to counter
the threat of drones in the
country, necessary guide-
lines have been issued,
which include measures to
be taken by the Central and
the State governments in
consultation with the securi-
ty agencies.”

NIA raids seven locations in
Kashmir, seizes digital devices

Case pertains to alleged ‘online radicalisation’ by ISIS

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Sunday
raided multiple locations in
the Kashmir valley, ques-
tioned locals and seized dig-
ital devices in a case regard-
ing online radicalisation by
the Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria (ISIS) in India.

“The NIA conducted si-
multaneous searches in Sri-
nagar and Anantnag at seven
locations. During the search-
es, a large number of incrim-
inating documents and digi-
tal devices such as mobile
phones, tablets, laptops,
hard disks and T-Shirts hav-
ing ISIS logo were recovered
and seized,” said an NIA spo-
kesman.

A case was registered by
the NIA on June 29, 2021, un-
der the Indian Penal Code
and the UAPA in connection
with the alleged conspiracy

One of the locations raided
by the NIA on Sunday in
Kashmir. =nNissAR AHMAD

of the ISIS to radicalise and
recruit impressionable
youth in India and wage vio-
lent jihad against India.

‘Online propaganda’

The NIA spokesman said an
India-centric online propa-
ganda magazine, The Voice
of Hind (VOH), is published
on a monthly basis with an

aim to incite and radicalise
impressionable youth by
projecting a skewed narra-
tive of imagined injustices in
India and arouse a feeling of
alienation and communal
hatred.

“An investigation in the
case continues,” the spokes-
man said.

According to the NIA, in
order to execute the plan, a
campaign has been
launched over cyberspace,
which is supplemented by
on-ground terror financing
activities.

“ISIS terrorists operating
from various conflict zones
along with ISIS cadres in In-
dia, by assuming pseudo-
online identities, have creat-
ed a network wherein ISIS-
related propaganda material
is disseminated for radicalis-
ing and recruiting members
to the fold of ISIS,” the NIA
said.
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NOTICE REGARDING
EXTENSION OF LAST DATE OF APPLICATION

The revised dates of the Odisha Joint Entrance Examination
(OJEE - 2021) will be notified, on assessment of the situation,
in another two weeks. Meanwhile, the last date for submission
of online application forms for all the courses (except B. Tech.)
under OJEE 2021, which started with effect from 14.04.2021
and has been extended a number of times, is again extended
up to 26.07.2021 (11.59 PM) and last date for fee payment up to

(OJEE-2021)

28.07.2021 (11.59 PM).

The interested candidates may kindly note that these dates

DATE : 09.07.2021

are final and there will not be any more extension of these

dates.
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‘Current weather could
add to virus symptoms’

Public must follow COVID-appropriate behaviour: doctors

BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN
NEW DELHI

The lingering second CO-
VID-19 wave and the current
weather — a combination of
high heat and humidity pre-
vailing across some parts of
India — have prompted doc-
tors to caution the general
public to strictly follow CO-
VID-appropriate behaviour
to ensure that places with
common air conditioning
and poor ventilation do not
prove to be superspreader
zones.

The effect of worsened
weather on an ongoing ill-
ness contributed in terms of
aggravated symptoms, said
Anurag Aggarwal, associate
consultant, internal medi-
cine, QRG Health City, Fari-
dabad, who added that there
was no proven research on
how the virus responded to
weather conditions.

Bhagwan Mantri, consul-
tant, pulmonology, Mool-
chand Hospital, noted that
lower relative humidity aid-
ed airborne transmission of
water droplets and aerosols.

Scheme for
widows
in Assam

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The Assam government on
Sunday launched a scheme
entailing a one-time finan-
cial assistance of ¥2.5 lakh
to women who lost their
husbands to COVID-19
since March-April 2020.

The Chief Minister’s CO-
VID-19 Widows Support
Scheme is for women from
low-income families with a
total annual income of up
to 35 lakh.

“Our government, in its
bid to provide a little sup-
port at this testing time,
has decided to assuage the
sufferings of the family
members of the deceased
with financial support,”
Chief Minister Himanta Bis-
wa Sarma said.

He added that the
scheme had been launched
to help the beneficiaries
lead a life of dignity.

Launching the scheme,
he handed over a cheque
of 2.5 lakh each to 176 be-
neficiaries belonging to
eight districts. Officials said
883 women were eligible
for the scheme so far. The
cheques of the remaining
beneficiaries would be
handed over by the guar-
dian Ministers, each in
charge of a few districts.

“We  have already
launched the Sishu Seva
Scheme to secure the aca-
demic future of the chil-
dren who have lost both
their parents to COVID-19,”
Dr. Sarma said.

—

Wl

Taking measures: People waiting to take a test for COVID-19
in New Delhi on Sunday. =sHIv KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

“When we cough, sneeze,
talk or sing, water droplets
and smaller water particles
[aerosols] containing living
viruses disperse into the air.
Droplets and aerosols tend
to stay afloat longer and tra-
vel farther in the air with
lower relative humidity. Vi-
rus-containing aerosols, in
particular, can penetrate
more deeply into the lungs
to increase the possibility of
transmission,” he said.

“When moisture levels
are insufficient, viral parti-
cles have a greater ‘docking’
potential at airway receptor

sites, which can lead to an
increased risk of infection.
Low relative humidity has a
drying effect on the cells and
mucous linings of our air-
ways. These cells act as a de-
fence against viral particles
and other invading foreign
substances. Drying out air-
way linings impairs their
ability to function properly,”
Mr. Mantri added.

However, he said adhe-
rence to COVID-appropriate
behaviour was the only way
to reduce the transmission
risk in any atmospheric
condition.

Puri decked up for annual Rath Yatra

Curfew imposed; second year that the event is being conducted without devotees

STAFF REPORTER
BHUBANESWAR

A day before the annual Rath
Yatra, decorated chariots of
Lord Balabhadra, Lord Ja-
gannath and Devi Subhadra
were positioned in Bada
Danda (Grand Road) in front
of the 12th century Shree Ja-
gannath Temple at Puri, Od-
isha, on Sunday.

Colourful chariots — Ta-
ladhwaja of Lord Balabha-
dra, Nandighosa of Lord Ja-
gannath and Debadalana of
Devi Subhadra — were pulled
by the sevayats (traditional
priests of the temple).

This was the second suc-
cessive year that the world-
famous Rath Yatra was being
conducted without devotees
in view of the prevailing CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

Lanes blocked

To prevent any devotees
from entering Grand Road,
the police blocked every
lane and bylane leading to
the venue.

Curfew has also been im-
posed in Puri from Sunday to
Tuesday.

People have been advised
to stock up on essential
goods as all shops will re-

Muted celebrations: Wooden chariots at the Shree Jagannath temple.

main closed till Tuesday.
Though no devotee is al-
lowed to participate in the
grand event, as many as 65
platoons led by 10 Additional
Superintendents of Police, 31
Deputy Superintendents of
Police and 64 inspectors will
be deployed to keep people
away from the town.
Tourists have also been
asked to vacate guest houses
and hotels in the town to en-
sure that no outsiders

Railways focus on paediatric facilities

Ministry calls for preparedness to ensure testing, tracking and treating of patients

S. VIJAY KUMAR
CHENNAI

The Ministry of Railways has
called for full preparedness
to ensure testing, tracking
and treating of patients amid
the gradual lifting of lock-
down in many States and a
strong apprehension on the
future course of COVID-19.

Chief Medical Directors of
the Zonal Railways have
been told to ensure availabil-
ity of adequate infrastruc-
ture, especially for paedia-
tric patients, and act
immediately upon any
change in the demographic
profile of the patients or in-
crease in the number of new
infections.

The Railways, which tran-
sports millions of passengers
every day, will enforce CO-
VID-appropriate behaviour
and also vaccinate all em-
ployees/beneficiaries in its
premises. In an advisory, the
Railway Board said, “There
is a strong apprehension of
future course of the pan-
demic, which may be in the

Assam Police

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

A Delhi-based advocate from
Assam has lodged a com-
plaint with the National Hu-
man Rights Commission
(NHRC) against the Assam
Police, which he said was
“on an encounter spree”
since the Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma-led government took

4

In preparation: A worker preparing a train coach that was

converted into a COVID-19 isolation ward.

current form of virus or in a
mutated version. The pro-
blem of Delta Plus variant is
already causing concern.
The situation calls for imme-
diate action.”

Vulnerable group

The most vulnerable group
could be unvaccinated indi-
viduals, particularly those
below the age of 18. While
most of the Railway hospitals
have been provided with suf-
ficient facilities for oxygen
supply by way of enhanced

=PTI

number of cylinders, con-
centrators and Pressure
Swing Adsorption (PSA)
plants, the advisory asked
senior medical officers to re-
view the availability of adeq-
uate stock of medicines/con-
sumables, besides
sensitising  doctors/para-
medical staff on the future
course of the pandemic.
General Managers of the
Zonal Railways/production
units were told to arrange
vaccination for all benefici-
aries, including porters, con-

tractors and others, by the
end of July. Additional
centres could be opened to
meet the target and also give
priority to those due for the
second dose of the vaccine.

One of the serious impedi-
ments in achieving the target
of vaccination was the wil-
lingness of the beneficiaries
to come forward to take the
shot. Besides deploying staff
of the Personnel Depart-
ment to persuade workers to
volunteer for vaccination,
the best practices of divi-
sions/workshops should be
showcased to motivate oth-
ers lagging in achieving tar-
gets/reducing wastage of
vaccines.

“It has also been decided
to suitably reward divisions/
zones who follow the best
practice of achieving laid
down targets of vaccination/
reducing waste of vaccines.
Similar reward schemes may
also be initiated so that the
staff remains motivated to
face the challenges,” the
Railway Board said.

On ‘encounter spree, says complaint

charge two months ago.
This followed a notice
served by the Assam Human
Rights  Commission to
(AHRC) the Principal Secre-
tary of the State’s Home and
Political Department to
probe the circumstances
leading to the death and in-
juries of suspected militants
and alleged criminals. The

AHRC has sought an action-
taken report within a month
from July 7.

In his complaint on July
10, Arif Jwadder said alleged
small-time criminals were
being shot and the reason
cited for such “fake encoun-
ters” was that they tried to
“flee from police custody
snatching pistols”.

More than 20 such en-
counters had taken place, he
added.

“Assam Chief Minister
stated in a police conference
that police should shoot at
alleged criminals at legs
which are permitted by
law... Police are staging fake
encounters with impunity,”
Mr. Jwadder said.

reached the Rath Yatra
venue.

The three chariots were
constructed by traditional
carpenters at a place called
Ratha Khala where no out-
siders were allowed. As a
precautionary step, all of the
carpenters were vaccinated
and tested.

The servitors testing nega-
tive for COVID-19 will be al-
lowed to pull chariots. Simi-
larly, the sevayats, who

Four minors
rescued in
Bhubaneswar

SATYASUNDAR BARIK
BHUBANESWAR

Four children, all below
the age of 10, sitting help-
lessly and seeking food un-
der a tree on the outskirts
of Bhubaneswar in Odisha
after being abandoned by
their parents, were res-
cued on Saturday.

Childline, an NGO work-
ing with disadvantaged
children, said their mother
had left them to fend for
themselves eight months
ago. The father, a laterite
stonecutter, used to get
food for the three girls and
a boy. However, three days
ago, the father disap-
peared.

The rescued children
were put up in childcare in-
stitutions after the Child
Welfare Committee saw
them through
videoconferencing.

“With sources of income
for people in the low-in-
come groups drying up
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the vulnerability of
children has been further
exacerbated. Children are
exposed to hunger and are
becoming malnourished,”
said Benudhar Senapati,
Director of the Childline fa-
cility, on Sunday.

In 2020-21, Childline in-
tervened for 758 children
in Bhubaneswar alone.

In past three months
since April, Childline has
intervened for 196 chil-
dren, and 51 children had
to be rescued.

= BISWARANJAN ROUT

perform complex rituals in-
side the Jagannath Temple
and carry massive wooden
idols to the chariots, had al-
ready undergone RT-PCR
tests.

Except Puri, nowhere else
has the Rath Yatra been al-
lowed. Though priests and
other devotees had moved
the Supreme Court to allow
the celebration of the Rath
Yatra in other areas, the
court refused to entertain it.
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PM appeals for
Padma award
nominations

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday urged the
public to nominate indivi-
duals who are doing excep-
tional work at the grass-
roots for the Padma
awards.

Mr. Modi said India had
many talented individuals
doing exceptional work at
the grassroots, but they
were often not known.

“India has many talent-
ed people who are doing
exceptional work at the
grassroots. Often, we don’t
see or hear much of them.
Do you know such inspir-
ing people? You can nomi-
nate them for the #Peo-
plesPadma. Nominations
are open till 15th Septem-
ber. http://padmaa-
wards.gov.in,” the Prime
Minister tweeted, sharing a
link of the website.

The Padma awards -
Padma Vibhushan, Padma
Bhushan and Padma Shri —
are amongst the highest ci-
vilian awards in the coun-
try.

These awards are an-
nounced on the occasion
of Republic Day every year.

The Kerala connection
to the Wimbledon semis

Yoga trainer helps German player

MINI MURINGATHERT
THRISSUR

A yoga trainer from Kerala
had something to cheer
about when German tennis
player Angelique Kerber
reached the semi-final of the
Wimbledon championship,
2021.

Ms. Kerber, former world
number one and winner of
three grand slam titles, had
gone through a prolonged
bad patch after winning the
2018 Wimbledon, defeating
Serena Williams in the final.
(Ms. Kerber had won the
2016 Australian Open and
2016 US Open champion-
ships. She was also the silver
medallist at the 2016 Rio
Olympics.)

She had faced many dis-
appointing losses in the past
three years. The 33-year-old
had even considered retire-
ment after her first-round
exits in major tournaments.
Her ranking had fallen to 28.

Ms. Kerber was struggling
to regain her form when she
met P.R. Binoy, a yoga train-
er from Irinjalakuda, near
Thrissur, who has been con-
ducting yoga training ses-
sions in Europe since 2014.
Mr. Binoy was introduced to
Ms. Kerber in Germany by
her friends. Since then, yo-
ga has become part of Ms.
Kerber’s fitness regime, he
says.

‘Down to earth’
“She has been dedicatedly
practising yoga since 2019. I

Recovery mode: T.R. Binoy
training German tennis
player Angelique Kerber in

yoga. =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

felt great pride and pleasure
when a tennis player of her
stature approached me for
training. She is very syste-
matic and punctual. Very
down to earth too, despite
being once ranked No. 1 in
the world. I too learned a lot
from her,” Mr. Binoy recalls.

Ms. Kerber declared her
resurgence this year by win-
ning the Bad Homburg
Open 2021.

On July 8, she played the
semi-final at Wimbledon,
losing to eventual winner
and world No. 1 Ashleigh
Barty.

Mr. Binoy has conducted
yoga training programmes
in 18 countries, including
New Zealand, Australia,
Germany, Italy, Switzerland,
and Poland. “COVID has res-
tricted many training pro-
grammes. I visited Germany
last February. If restrictions
are relaxed, I plan to go
again next month,” he said.
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m ACROSS

1 Pasta I'm cooking without recipe and cut beef (8)
5 Release both ends of entertainer’s cloak (6)
9 Obstacle in short journey crossed regularly (8)
10 Bitcoin sister held for demand (6)
12 Relative’s fine absorbing energy (5)
13 Sailor with leader returning after opening — it's a crime (9)
14 Forward movement outside ordinary sitting room (6)

Want to learn cryptic crosswords?
Visit us online for tips and practice!
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn

SCAN TO PLAY
4

:
=

16 Second client designing tool for drawing (7)

19 Obese one oddly wasting gluten in exhaustion (7)

21 Criticise a man cutting short hat (6)

23 This type of radiation may not be a surfer’s delight (9)
25 Leader withheld approval for increase in salary (5)

26 Strike down including a yearbook (6)

27 Dance tip sort of formal (8)

28 The Spanish indeed form a cricket side (6)
29 Marked by European in hysterical rush (8)

= DOWN

1 Powerful warning — not right (6)

2 Doctor gets a cop to frame a fall guy (9)
3 Centre eventually sheltering chief magistrate (5)
4 Setter joining saint (wise man) gets the point (7)
6 Star with cover — one that protects against deadly rays (9)
7 Defence provided by famous boxer breaking in at the start (5)
8 Trap fish after net gets destroyed (8)
11 Probability of dethroning Danish society’s leaders (4)
15 Deny one going back inside to discuss terms (9)

17 Give small peg for panel (9)

18 Cricket side on platform at place where audience cannot see (8)
20 Way engineer is moving up is impressive (4)

21 Excuse before written material (7)
22 Free to nearly sleep at signal (6)

24 Small quantity of fine powder lacking phosphorus (5)

25 Genuine mark on kingdom (5)

The Hindu Crossword 13296, published on July 10, was a repeat of Lightning’s THC 13274,
which was run on June 15. We apologise for the inadvertency. hope you enjoyed the second
solve nonetheless, and assure you that Lightning will not strike twice again!
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FAITH

Advent of Alavandar

It was indicated through divine will to Nathamuni that his
grandson would preserve and propagate the Vaishnava tra-
dition that was entrusted in his custody. At the time of his
death, Nathamuni asked disciples to bequeath this inheri-
tance to his grandson and name him Yamunai Thuraivar.
The term ‘Alavandar’ means ‘One who has come to reign,’
and his advent is seen as a landmark event in Vaishnava tra-
dition, pointed out Asuri Sri Madhavachariar in a discourse.

Born as a precocious child, he gained extraordinary prof-
iciency in the sastras at a young age. An event in his early life
proved his ability to engage in intellectual debates with felic-
ity. Once Akki Azhwan, the court scholar, presuming him-
self to be the greatest scholar, insisted that all other scholars
should pay him tribute in the form of dues. When this de-
mand was sent to Alavandar’s preceptor Maha Bashya Bhat-
ta, the disciple asked his preceptor to ignore it. Learning
that a young boy had dared to defy the royal scholar, the
king was curious to meet him. So he invited him to the court.

Much impressed by his effulgence and demeanour, the
king promised him a share in the kingdom if he won in the
debate with Akki Azhwan. The queen was sure that the boy
would win. Alavandar humbled the conceited scholar by
posing three statements and challenged him to negate
these. ‘Your mother is not a barren woman, the king is para-
mount and the queen is a good wife” Akki Azhwan had to ac-
cept defeat. The queen greeted the boy thus, ‘you who have
come to rule us all in spiritual matters.” and the king gifted
him a small country to rule. Alavandar, owing to the efforts
of Nathamuni’s disciples, soon took charge of the legacy of
the rich tradition that would instil intense faith and devotion
to God in people’s heart and soul.

forget to Jom backup cha)el @Thehindu000
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Kabul airport gets anti-missile system

Amid Taliban onslaught, NATO keen to secure vital exit route for foreign diplomats and aid workers

Australia pulls out last troops

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KABUL
Afghan authorities said on
Sunday they have installed
an anti-missile system at Ka-
bul airport to counter incom-
ing rockets, as the Taliban
pressed on with a blistering
offensive across the country.

Washington and its allies
are due to end their military
mission in Afghanistan at the
end of August, even as the in-
surgents say they now con-
trol 85% of the country — a
claim that could not be inde-
pendently verified and is dis-
puted by the government.

The Islamic fundamental-
ist group’s rapid gains in re-
cent weeks have raised fears
about the security of the cap-
ital and its airport, with NA-
TO keen to secure a vital exit
route to the outside world
for foreign diplomats and aid
workers.

“The newly installed air
defence system has been op-
erational in Kabul since 2

N

Growing conflict: Armed Afghan militias patrolling the
outskirts of Takhar province on Sunday. =reuTers

a.m. on Sunday,” the Interior
Ministry said in a statement.
“The system has proven use-
ful in the world in repelling
rocket and missile attacks.”

Security forces spokes-
man Ajmal Omar Shinwari
said the system was given by
“our foreign friends”.

“It has very complicated
technology. For now our fo-
reign friends are operating it

while we are trying to build
the capacity to use it,” Mr.
Shinwari said, adding that in
the past week 1,177 Taliban
fighters were killed in fight-
ing with government forces.

Regular attacks

The Taliban have regularly
launched rockets and mor-
tars at government forces
across the countryside, with

U.S. alarmed as Saudi lawsuits
threaten to expose secrets

Cases centre on graft allegations against a former spymaster

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
RIYADH

Two lawsuits pitting Saudi
Arabia’s de facto ruler
against a former intelligence
czar threaten to expose
highly sensitive U.S. govern-
ment secrets, prompting
Washington to consider a
rare judicial intervention,
documents show.

The cases in U.S. and Ca-
nadian courts centre on cor-
ruption allegations levelled
by state-owned Saudi com-
panies against Saad Aljabri,
a former spymaster who
long worked closely with
American officials on covert

counterterrorism
tions.

That marks the latest
twist in a long-running feud
between Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman (MBS)
and Mr. Aljabri.

Mr. Aljabri’s  patron,
Prince Mohammed bin
Nayef (MBN), is currently in
Saudi detention after being
deposed as heir to the
throne in a 2017 palace
coup.

The legal drama sheds
light on Shakespearean riv-
alries in the top echelons of
the Saudi royal family, but
Washington fears that a bit-

opera-

Abiy Ahmed wins huge

majority in Ethiopia poll

Victory comes amid Tigray conflict

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
ADDIS ABABA

Ethiopia’s ruling party won
a landslide in a landmark
parliamentary poll, results
showed on Saturday, ensur-
ing a new five-year term for
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed
despite a brutal war in the
northern region of Tigray.

Mr. Abiy hailed the out-
come of what he described
as a “historic” election — the
first time he faced voters
since being appointed
Prime Minister in 2018 fol-
lowing several years of anti-
government protests.

The winner of the 2019
Nobel Peace Prize had
hoped to frame victory at
the ballot box as a mandate
for political and economic
reforms and military opera-
tions. But the poll was held
in the midst of the gruelling
conflict in Tigray that has
battered Mr. Abiy’s global
reputation and raised fears
of widespread famine.

ELSEWHERE

Pope Francis makes first
appearance after surgery
ROME

Pope Francis,84, on Sunday
made his first public
appearance since a major
intestinal surgery last week,
greeting well-wishers as he
stood for 10 minutes on a
hospital balcony, offering
hearty thanks for the prayers
for his recovery. "I am happy
to be able to keep the Sunday
appointment of the Angelus,
even here from Gemelli
Polyclinic," he said. “In these
days of hospitalisation, |
experienced yet again how
important a good health
service is, accessible to all, as
itisin Italy and other coun-
tries," he said. "We mustn't
lose this precious thing." ap

Abiy Ahmed

His Prosperity Party won
410 seats in the federal Par-
liament out of 436 where
elections were held, accord-
ing to results issued by the
National Election Board of
Ethiopia (NEBE), which said
there would be a rerun in 10
constituencies.

June’s vote, which had
been postponed twice due
to the COVID-19 pandemic
and logistical issues, was lar-
gely peaceful but Opposi-
tion parties decried harass-
ment and intimidation. No
voting was held in the Tigray
region.

ter courtroom showdown
risks exposing sensitive in-
formation related to its cov-
ert operations.

A rare U.S. Justice Depart-
ment filing in a Massachu-
setts court in April noted Mr.
Aljabri’s intention to “de-
scribe information concern-
ing alleged national security
activities”. “The (U.S.) go-
vernment is considering
whether and how to partici-
pate in this action, including
if necessary and applicable,
through an assertion of ap-
propriate governmental pri-
vileges,” the filing said, with-
out elaborating.

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SYDNEY

Australia’s Defence Minister
on Sunday confirmed the
end of his country’s
involvement in the 20-year
Afghanistan war, saying the
troop withdrawal had taken
place “in recent weeks”.
Defence Minister Peter
Dutton said the last 80
support personnel had left
Afghanistan “in recent

the jihadist Islamic State
group carrying out similar
strikes on the capital in
2020.

Over the years, the U.S.
military installed several C-
RAMS (Counter Rocket, Artil-
lery and Mortar Systems)
across its bases, including at
Bagram, to destroy incoming
rockets targeting the facili-
ties, a foreign security offi-

weeks”. “That doesn’t mean
we won’t be a part of
campaigns with the United
States... where we deem
that to be in our national
interest or in the interest of
our allies,” he added.
Australia had deployed
39,000 troops over the past
20 years as part of U.S. and
NATO-led operations against
the Taliban and terrorist
groups in Afghanistan.

cial and media reports said.
Turkey has promised to
provide security for Kabul
airport once the U.S. and NA-
TO troops leave next month.
Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan on Friday
said Turkey and the United
States had agreed on the
“scope” of how the airport
would be managed under
the control of Turkish forces.

HK pro-democracy group
downsizes over safety fears

It lets go of staff amid crackdown

ASSOCIATED PRESS

HONG KONG

One of Hong Kong’s most es-
tablished pro-democracy
civic organisations said it is
letting go its paid staff and
halving the size of its steer-
ing committee after Beijing
stepped up its crackdown
on opposition activity in the
semi-autonomous Chinese
city.

The Hong Kong Alliance
in Support of Patriotic De-
mocratic Movements of Chi-
na is best known for orga-
nising an annual rally and
candlelight vigil remember-
ing those killed in the bloo-
dy 1989 crackdown on pro-
democracy protests in Beij-

Woman infected with two

variants at the same time
90-year-old died in Belgium hospital

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS

A 90-year-old woman who
died after falling ill with CO-
VID-19 was infected with
both the Alpha and Beta var-
iants of the coronavirus at
the same time, researchers
in Belgium said on Sunday,
adding that the rare pheno-
menon may be underesti-
mated.

The unvaccinated wo-
man was admitted to a hos-
pital in the Belgian city of
Aalst after a spate of falls in
March and tested positive
for COVID-19 the same day.
While her oxygen levels
were initially good, her con-
dition deteriorated rapidly
and she died five days later.

When medical staff tested
for the presence of any var-
iants of concern they found
that she was carrying both
strains. “Both these variants
were circulating in Belgium
at the time, so it is likely that
the lady was co-infected

with different viruses from
two different people,” said
molecular biologist Anne
Vankeerberghen from the
OLV Hospital who led the re-
search.

Dr. Vankeerberghen said
it was difficult to say wheth-
er the co-infection played a
role in the fast deterioration
of the patient. The research,
which has not yet been sub-
mitted to a medical journal
for publication, is being pre-
sented at the European Con-
gress of Clinical Microbiolo-
gy & Infectious Diseases.

Lawrence Young, a virol-
ogist and Professor of Mo-
lecular Oncology at the Un-
iversity of Warwick, said,
“This study does highlight
the need for more studies to
determine whether infec-
tion with multiple variants
of concern affects the clini-
cal course of COVID-19 and
whether this in any way
compromises the efficacy of
vaccination.”

Hospitalised wife of slain Haitian
leader denounces enemies

ASSOCIATED PRESS
PORT-AU-PRINCE

The hospitalised wife of Hai-
ti’s assassinated President
Jovenel Moise has given her
first public statement since
being wounded in the attack
that killed him, accusing
enemies of wanting “to kill
his dream, his vision, his
ideology”.

Martine Moise issued the
recorded statement in Cre-
ole from the Miami hospital
where she was being treated
for wounds suffered in the
attack early on Wednesday,
and also posted a version on
her Twitter account.

“I’'m alive, thanks to God,”
she said in the recording,
which also played on local
radio stations. “But I love my
husband Jovenel. We fought

Martine Moise

together for more than 25
years. During all these years,
love radiated within the
home. But suddenly, the
mercenaries came and pelt-
ed my husband with bul-
lets.”

“You have to be a noto-
rious criminal without guts
to assassinate a President
like Jovenel Moise with im-
punity without giving him
the chance to speak,” she ad-

ded. “You knew who the
President was fighting
against. “These people hired
mercenaries to kill the Presi-
dent and his family because
of the projects of roads, elec-
tricity, drinking water sup-
ply, organisation of the refe-
rendum and elections ...

“The mercenaries who as-
sassinated the President are
currently behind bars,” she
added, “but other mercen-
aries currently want to kill
his dream, his vision, his
ideology.” The police say
they have arrested more
than a dozen people — most
of them retired Colombian
soldiers — and are searching
for more, but it remained
unclear who had hired the
team that attacked the Presi-
dent’s house, or why.

ing’s Tiananmen Square.

The group said in a state-
ment on Saturday that seven
of its 14 remaining steering
committee members had
decided to step down in the
face of “growing political
and legal risks”.

Of the seven members re-
maining, three are currently
in jail for protest-related
activities.

While the 32-year-old
group said the changes
would affect its operations,
it vowed that “regardless of
whatever difficulties or chal-
lenges we face, the alliance
will continue to grit our
teeth and move onwards
one step at a time”.

Richard Branson takes off
first in space tourism race

Bandla becomes third Indian-origin woman to fly into space

ASSOCIATED PRESS
TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES

Swashbuckling  entrepre-
neur Richard Branson hur-
tled into space aboard his
own winged rocket ship on
Sunday in his boldest adven-
ture yet, beating out fellow
billionaire Jeff Bezos.

The nearly 71-year-old Mr.
Branson and five crewmates
from his Virgin Galactic
space tourism company, in-
cluding Indian-origin aero-
nautical engineer Sirisha
Bandla, reached an altitude
of about 88 kilometres over
the New Mexico desert —
enough to experience three
to four minutes of weight-
lessness and see the curva-
ture of the earth — and then
safely glided back home to a
runway landing.

“Seventeen years of hard
work to get us this far,” a ju-
bilant Mr. Branson said as he
congratulated his team on
the trip back aboard the
sleek white space plane,
named Unity.

Ms. Bandla became the
third Indian-origin woman
to fly into space after Kalpa-
na Chawla and Sunita Wil-
liams. Wing Commander Ra-
kesh Sharma is the only
Indian citizen to travel in
space.

The brief, up-and-down
flight — the rocket ship’s por-
tion took only about 15 mi-
nutes, or about as long as
Alan Shepard’s first U.S. spa-
ceflight in 1961 — was intend-
ed as a confidence-boosting
plug for Virgin Galactic,
which plans to start taking
paying customers on joy-
rides next year.

Mr. Branson became the
first person to blast off in his
own spaceship, beating Mr.
Bezos by nine days. He also
became only the second sep-
tuagenarian to depart for
space. (Astronaut John
Glenn flew on the shuttle at
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Escaping gravity: Passenger rocket plane VSS Unity starts its
ascent to the edge of space on Sunday. =RreuTers

age 77 in 1998.) With about
500 people watching, in-
cluding Mr. Branson’s fami-
ly, a twin-fuselage aircraft
with his space plane at-
tached underneath took off
in the first stage of the flight.
The space plane then de-
tached from the mother ship
at an altitude of about 13 ki-
lometres and fired its en-
gine, reaching more than
Mach 3, or three times the
speed of sound, as it pierced
the edge of space. The
crowd cheered as it touched
down on the runway.

Bezos and Musk

The flamboyant, London-
born founder of Virgin At-
lantic Airways wasn’t sup-
posed to fly until later this
summer. But he assigned
himself to an earlier flight af-
ter Mr. Bezos announced
plans to ride his own rocket
into space from Texas on Ju-
ly 20, the 52nd anniversary
of the Apollo 11 moon land-
ing. Mr. Branson denied he
was trying to outdo Mr.
Bezos.

One of Mr. Branson’s chief
rivals in the space-tourism
race among the world’s rich-
est men, SpaceX’s Elon
Musk, arrived in New Mexi-
co to witness the flight, wish-
ing Mr. Branson via Twitter,
“Godspeed!”

Mr. Bezos likewise sent
his wishes for a safe and suc-

cessful flight, though he also
took to Twitter to enumerate
the ways in which be be-
lieves his company’s rides
will be better.

Mr. Bezos’ Blue Origin
company intends to send
tourists past the so-called
Karman line 100 kilometres
above earth, which is recog-
nised by international avia-
tion and aerospace federa-
tions as the threshold of
space. But NASA, the Air
Force, the Federal Aviation
Administration and some as-
trophysicists consider the
boundary between the at-
mosphere and space to be-
gin 80 kilometres up.

Ever the showman, Mr.
Branson insisted on a global
livestream of the Sunday
morning flight and invited
celebrities and former space
station astronauts to the
company’s Spaceport Amer-
ica base in New Mexico. R&B
singer Khalid performed his
new single “New Normal” —
a nod to the dawning of
space tourism — while CBS
“Late Show” host Stephen
Colbert served as the event’s
master of ceremonies.

Virgin Galactic already
has more than 600 reserva-
tions from would-be space
tourists, with tickets initially
costing $250,000 apiece.
Blue Origin is waiting for Mr.
Bezos’ flight before an-
nouncing its ticket prices.
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4 =T INVESTMENT RISKS

Systematic and unsystematic risks are part and parcel of the

VIDYA BALA

Q. 1 am 28 years old, working in the private
sector, and want to start planning for my
retirement. Assuming | want to retire at the
age of 60, and want to have a corpus of Z2
crore, what is the amount I should have after
32 years that will be equivalent to Z2 crore
considering all factors like inflation, etc.
Besides that, | would also like to have a fixed
monthly income equivalent to 1 lakh in value
today. What are the best suited options/
financial instruments I should start investing
in to ensure this? Are NPS and PPF better
since they come with sovereign guarantee?
Also, which instrument is wise considering
tax implications, both today as well as at the
time of withdrawal.

KARAN SHARMA

A. Itis not clear whether you want %1 lakh
per month post retirement or right away. We
will assume if it is post retirement. When you
plan for your retirement, it is best you decide
how much monthly income you want then,
rather than fixing a lumpsum you wish to
have, without knowing if that lumpsum will
last. If 2 crore is the amount you want after
32 years, then 10,000 per month if it earns
9% on an average for the next 32 years,
should comfortably take you there.

However, if you wish to have %1 lakh per
month of income starting retirement (in
today's value) then it will be ¥3.5 lakh per
month 32 years hence, assuming inflation at
just 4%. That means your corpus
requirement will jump to ¥6.9 crore to be
built in these 32 years. That also means you
will need about ¥31,000 pf savings per
month generating at least 9% per annum for
foe the next 32 years. You can use a
combination of NPS, PPF and equity index
funds to invest for your retirement. You
could consider using NS more for your debt
allocation and use the equity index funds for
equity exposure. Of course, NPS is not fully
tax-free on retirement as the pension is
taxable. You will seldom get options which
are tax-free at all stages. So, instead of
focusing on tax efficiency, please focus on
what will lead you to your goal.

(Vidya Bala is co-founder, primeinvestor.in)

Q. Can you suggest some good mutual fund
companies because these days it's hard to
distinguish between the fake and genuine
company. Please suggest the procedure for
investing through mutual funds, the
minimum investment, the average rate of
return and the risks involved. | can search for
these things on the Internet or YouTube, but
I cannot trust everything I read or see there,
that's why | am asking you.

IRFAN

Aarati Krishnan replies: It is good that you
are keen to identify regulated investment
options and to invest in them after seeking
detailed information, instead of simply going
by what you read online. All mutual funds are
required to register with SEBI before
launching products for investors. You can
check the list of registered mutual funds at
the SEBI website here:
https://www.sebi.gov.in/sebiweb/other
/OtherAction.do?doRecognisedFpi=
yes&intmld=23
There are four key routes for investing in
mutual funds. You can invest through mutual
fund distributors who are registered with the
Association of Mutual Funds of India, who
will facilitate your transaction. To check if the
distributor is registered, you can ask for his
or her ARN (AMFI registration number). You
can invest through brokerages and platforms
offered by banks and brokers, in the ‘regular’
plans of mutual funds. When you use these
routes, you incur commission to compensate
these intermediaries, which is included in
your fund's costs. You can also invest in
mutual funds through their 'direct’ plans
where you save on this commission. This can
be done by either directly registering on each
fund's website and investing online or
through platforms offering direct
investments such as Kuvera, Groww and
Zerodha Coin. While you save on costs with
direct investments, you will need to select
your asset classes and funds on your own.
You can also engage the services of a
registered investment adviser who can advise
you what funds to buy for a flat fee. Mutual
funds allow minimum investments as low as
T500. You usually get to choose between
lumpsum investments (investing a sum at
one go) and Systematic Investment Plans
(SIPs), where you can set up auto-debits to
invest a regular amount every month in
chosen mutual funds. This allows you to
build a sizeable corpus over time. Mutual
funds are market-linked products and there
are many types of mutual funds. There are
mutual funds which invest in company
shares, in company bonds, government
bonds, money market instruments and even
gold. There are also funds that combine one
or two of these assets. So it is difficult to tell
you what the average rate of return would be
across all these types. Generally, you should
choose a mutual fund category based on your
investment horizon, your ability to handle
risks (volatility in your capital value and
returns) and your return expectations. It
would be good to engage the services of a
qualified investment adviser or financial
planner who can help you map out your
financial goals and start you on your
investing journey. You can get a list of RIAs in
your location here
https://www.sebi.gov.in/sebiweb
/other/OtherAction.do?doRecognised
Fpi=yes&intmld=13

Readers can send in queries on personal finance and
investing to moneywise@thehindu.co.in. Our experts
who write on personal finance will answer these
queries. Moneywise will not give specific
recommendations for investment in a particular
mutual fund scheme, share or fixed deposit.
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system and there is no way an investor could avoid them

GAURAV MASHRUWALA

Inflation, taxes, government
policies, geo-political situations
and economic cycles affect all
investments. These risks exist
in the system. There is no way
we can avoid them. Inflation
will reduce the real (actual) rate
of return from all forms of in-
vestment, be it debt or equity
or property.

Similarly, taxes eat into the fi-
nal returns in the hands of an
investor. We have touched
upon the kinds of risks earlier
in this space but here is a de-
tailed look at the hard realities.

In a Communist economy,
wealth creation is difficult, ir-
respective of the risk-taking
abilities of an individual. Like-
wise, if a local currency is reva-
lued, all forms of investments
will get impacted. The risk that
exists in the system is called
‘systematic risk’.

There is absolutely no way to
avoid systematic risk. However,
by adopting time averaging
(popularly known as systematic
investment plans) one can re-

duce the impact of systematic
risk. The impact of risk is aver-
aged out by investing fixed
amounts at fixed intervals.
Since more investment units
will be bought at a lower cost
and less investment units at a
higher cost, over a prolonged
period, averaging will start
working in the investor’s fa-
c Crashing of property
prices in Mumbai due
to an unfavourable court
judgment on a development
near the Arabian Sea is an
example of unsystematic
risk. This will only affect
property prices in Mumbai,
and no other form of
investment in Mumbai or
any other part of the world
will be affected

vour. Please note that these in-
vestments could be in any class
of asset.

It could be in debt, equity or
property. Another strategy,
which is superior to time ave-
raging is value averaging. Ho-

Your car sale doesn't end with just handing over the keys, RC

A vehicle and its insurance papers should reflect the same name and address. If not, you could be held liable for any accident

K. NITYA KALYANI

Shopping is fun. Research, bud-
gets, recommendations, compa-
risons and a little bit of dreaming
about how happy we will be
once we own it.

Selling can be interesting too.
In addition to the age-old Indian
tradition of bargaining, some as-
pects require extra care and in-
volvement when you sell your
old vehicle.

Praise it to the skies, haggle
for the best price, and be sure
you know what to do with its in-
surance policy as well.

Vehicle insurance, as you
would have read in this column,
is of two kinds — Third-party lia-
bility and Own Damage. When
you sell a vehicle, you may be in
the middle of your policy period.
That is, the policy is still

va-

wever, due to its complexity, it
is usually not only recommend-
ed. The recurring bank deposit
is also an example of a syste-
matic investment plan.

Another category of risk is
‘unsystematic risk’. Risk which
does not exist in the system as a
whole but which is specific to a
particular asset class or particu-
lar investment product is called
unsystematic risk. Another
name for unsystematic risk is
‘specific risk’.

Crashing of property prices
in Mumbai due to an unfavour-
able court judgment on a deve-
lopment near the Arabian Sea
is an example of unsystematic
risk. This will only affect pro-
perty prices in Mumbai, and
no other form of investment
in Mumbai or any other part
of the world will be affected.
Similarly, if the CEO of a
company resigns, causing
the stock price to tumble, then
it is called an unsystematic risk.

This will have no impact on
the prices of other stocks or any
other investments. Another ex-
ample could be of gold prices

crashing due to government
control.

Diversification is the best so-
lution for controlling unsyste-
matic risks. Diversification has
different meanings to different
investors. There are some who
invest in six different floating
rate schemes of mutual funds
and feel that they have diversi-
fied their portfolio.

Others feel that by investing
in different stocks, they have di-
versified their portfolio; so, for
instance, they may own
stocks of HLL, Marico
Industries, Gillette In-
dia and P&G. A clos-
er look will tell you
that all these are
FMCG  stocks.

Yet, there are a
few who di-
versify
through dif-
ferent in-
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vestment vehicles; they may
have mutual fund schemes,
which invest in equity.
Diversification means invest-
ing in asset classes which have a
negative correlation to each
other. To put it simply, when
the performance of one asset
class usually goes up while the

class falls, they are negatively
correlated.

This will ensure that the ov-
erall portfolio returns remain
stable. If the explanation has to
be further diluted, we would
say, “do not place all your eggs
in one basket”. By diversifying a
portfolio, unsystematic risks

performance are significantly reduced.
of the other There can never ever be a
asset z risk-free return. Risk-free
. returns do not
By In fact, a return is
” b solely a factor of risk.
[ i However, a proper un-

derstanding of risk will
assist in  generating
higher returns with the
same amount of risk.

(The writer is a finan-
cial planner &
author of Yog-

ic Wealth)

lid and the renewal is a way off.

When you sell your car, you
sign some Road Transport Auth-
ority (RTO) forms (Form 29 and
30) favouring the buyer. In addi-
tion, you have to give the buyer a
letter addressed to your insu-
rance company quoting your
policy details and the buyer’s de-
tails, stating that you have sold
the vehicle to a specified person
and that the policy may be trans-
ferred in his favour.

By the way, you should con-
sider the cost of the unused por-
tion of the policy that you are
transferring to your buyer and
build it into your selling price.
For example, if you have just re-
newed your insurance, we are
speaking of almost a year’s insu-
rance premium. Once sold, send
a copy of the insurance no objec-
tion letter and photocopies of
the dated, filled in and signed
RTO forms to your insurance
company and ensure you get
an  acknowledgement.
Another set should go
to your RTO as well for
prudence.

As for the
buyer, he will

present these forms and your let-
ter to the insurance company
and transfer the vehicle owner-
ship so that the registration cer-
tificate (RC) would bear his
name. Once this is done, he can
approach your insurance com-
pany and, on the basis of your
letter to your insurer, get the pol-
icy also transferred to his name.

Why the fuss? Aren’t you done
with this transaction once the
money is in your bank and you
have handed over the keys and
RC?

Not quite. It is your legal res-
ponsibility to ensure that the in-
surance is transferred to the
name of the buyer.

When you sell the vehicle, the
TP liability cover is valid for an
interim period of 15 days under
the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988, to
tide over the time needed for the
actual transfer. After this, the
policy has to be formally trans-
ferred to the new owner for cov-
erage to be valid.

A vehicle and its insurance
papers should reflect the same

name and address. If not, you
can be held liable for any acci-
dents that the vehicle may be in-
volved in since the insurance
policy records show your name
and that will be used for official
communication in case of any le-
gal proceedings.

Let us cycle back and look at
the name transfer of the vehicle
itself. If your buyer does not
transfer the vehicle to his name
and continues to use it, any lia-
bility will be squarely on your
shoulders. One way to lock the
buyer into transferring the vehi-
cle to his name is to date the
Forms 29 and 30 as their validity
is only for 15 days from that date.
In addition, you are going to
send copies to the RTO and the
insurance company, remember?
I have known buyers and inter-
mediaries who stiffly object to
dating the RTO forms ‘for conve-
nience’ and also cases of buyers
who use the vehicle for a few
years and sell it on further to oth-
ers - still in the seller’s name.

The chilling thing is liability
can be related not only to acci-
dents, but also to any nefarious
use the vehicle is put to!

I know that takes some fun
out of selling and getting
money, but you would

sleep better at night,
right?

(The writer is a bu-
siness journalist spe-
cialising in insurance
& corporate history)
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Don’t let go of your
no-claim bonus

K. NITYA KALYANI

When you transfer your
vehicle insurance to the
buyer, you get to keep the
best part of it for yourself —
your no-claim bonus
(NCB). This is the accumu-
lated reward for your
claim-free record.

This can go up to 40%
and you get to encash it at
renewal as a discount on
your Own Damage
premium.

When you sell your car,
the NCB stays with you as it
is attached to you, and not
the vehicle. But it is not au-
tomatic.

You have to make a re-
quest in writing and get a
letter confirming it.

When you write to your
insurance company stating
you have sold your car and
they may transfer your in-
surance policy to the
buyer, write another letter
asking that your NCB be re-
tained with you.

They will write back
confirming the percentage
of your NCB.

When you buy another

= GETTYIMAGES/ISTOCK

car, you can give this letter
to the insurance company
and request that the NCB
discount be applied to the

premium.

This works in practice
only if your old and new

insurer are the same.

The good news though

is that it applies even if
your NCB was earned on a
smaller car and the new
car is a pricey one, with a
heftier premium!
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‘Max Life offers additional 5% discount for first year of %10 lakh living in a metro city Day Care Treatments
Source: LIC of india, www.policybazaar.com Hospitalization at Home
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Argentina buries ghosts of the past

Beats Brazil to end a 28-year title drought; Di Maria strike proves the difference

COPA AMERICA

ASSOCIATED PRESS
RIO DE JANEIRO

Two long droughts ended on
Saturday at the Copa Ameri-
ca final: Argentina won its
first major title since 1993 af-
ter a 1-O win against Brazil.
And Lionel Messi finally lift-
ed his first major trophy for
the national team.

Argentina’s winning goal
at the Maracana Stadium
came in the 22nd minute af-
ter Rodrigo de Paul made a
long pass to Angel di Maria.
The 33-year-old veteran
striker counted on some
sloppy defending from left-
back Renan Lodi to take con-
trol and lob it past goalkeep-
er Ederson.

When the match ended, a
tearful Messi knelt down and
put his hands on his face.
Then most of his teammates
ran in his direction to cele-
brate and threw him into the
air. Once criticised by Argen-
tina fans for his quietness,
he went to the few hundred
guests chanting his name at
the Maracana and chanted
with them. Messi kissed the
trophy before lifting it into
the air during the
presentations.

Argentina coach Lionel
Scaloni made five changes
from the starting lineup that
beat Colombia on penalties
in the semifinal, while Brazil
did not make any.

Neymar isolated

The teams were cautious
early in the match, barely of-
fering chances. When Argen-
tina opened the scoring in a

r"

Man of the moment: Angel di Maria makes the most of a defensive error to execute a

delectable lob over Ederson and net the winner for Argentina against Brazil.

c Before the match I

told him (Rodrigo
de Paul) that the left-back
(Renan Lodi) slept a little
in the marking

ANGEL DI MARIA
on his goal

rare Brazil defensive mistake
and Di Maria’s classy finish,
the match became more
physical and Argentina suc-
cessfully stopped the ball
from getting to Neymar.

He tried hard with drib-
bles and passes, but the Sele-
cao barely threatened Ar-
gentina goalkeeper Emiliano
Martinez in the first half. Ar-
gentina sat in the back, hop-
ing for counter-attacks.

Brazil coach Tite tried to
change the dynamic of the
match by replacing defen-

Match Stats
| Argentina | | Brazil |

1 Goals 0
41% Possession | 59%
6 Shots 13
2 Shots 2

on target
19 Fouls 22
1 Corners 4
5 Yellow 4
cards

sive midfielder Fred for Ro-
berto Firmino, and managed
to do so for much of the se-
cond half.

Though the Selecao had
more ball possession there
were few real opportunities.
The result:

Brazil O lost to Argentina 1
(Angel di Maria 22).

= GETTY IMAGES

Messi and
Neymar picked
as the best

ASSOCIATED PRESS
RIO DE JANEIRO

Argentina’s Lionel Messi
and Brazil’s Neymar were
picked as the two best
players of the Copa
America just before they
met in the final.

Messi dished up four
goals and five assists in
six matches.

Neymar delivered two
goals and three assists in
five games.

Lionel Messi finally sheds tears of joy

Climbs his highest peak yet with a major title for his country

ASSOCIATED PRESS

BUENOS AIRES

Argentina finally made Lio-
nel Messi cry with joy.

After losing four times in
finals, early exits in major
tournaments and even a de-
cision to retire from the na-
tional team, the superstar
celebrated a much-awaited
title with Argentina on
Saturday.

“I needed to remove from
myself the thorn of achiev-
ing something with the na-
tional team,” Messi said after
celebrating with his
teammates.

When Uruguayan referee
Esteban Ostojich blew the fi-
nal whistle, Messi knelt
down on the pitch and co-
vered his face with his
hands.

After he lifted the Copa
America trophy, Messi spoke
to his family on the phone.
He flicked the golden medal
around his neck and shouted
“I'won, I won!”

The next challenge is to
win the World Cup in Qatar
next year, which would be
the first since Maradona took
the team to the title in 1986.

Until Saturday, Messi’s tit-
les with Argentina were only
the U-20 World Cup title in
2005 and a gold medal at the
Beijing Olympics in 2008.

Gap closed

On Saturday, Messi kissed
the Copa America trophy
and lifted it at age 34. The
biggest gap in his decorated
career is now closed.

His first public words after
the title showed how thrilled
and relieved he felt.

“What a beautiful mad-

ness!,” Messi said in an Insta-
gram post showing him
shirtless holding the Copa
America trophy at the Mara-
cana’s dressing room. “This
is unbelievable! Thank you,
God! We are the
champions!”

Goalkeeper Emiliano Mar-
tinez, one of Argentina’s key
players in the tournament,
said Messi “is the one who
most deserved” to win the
South American title.

Later at a news confe-
rence Messi said his happi-

ness was “unexplainable.”

“I was sad before, but I
knew that at some point it
was going to happen,” he
said. “I feel that God was sav-
ing this moment for me,
against Brazil in a final and in
their country.”

Leo has a major trophy, at last!

It was an emotional and unforgettable moment for Messi as he lifted an international
trophy for the first time in his career

Messi at major finals

2007 Copa America: Brazil bt
Argentina 3-0

Thiago Silva have lost

1

2014 World Cup: Germany bt
Argentina 1-0

The first time Neymar and

final with the Brazillian

national team, having won
both finals previously

2015 Copa America: Chile bt
Argentina 4-1 on penalties
(0-0 regulation time)

Di Maria has now scored
three goals in winning

causes at major finals

(2008 Olympics, 2013-14 Copa

2016 Copa America: Chile bt
Argentina 4-2 on penalties
(0-0 regulation time)

Del Rey, 2021 Copa America)

2021 Copa America: Argentina

bt Brazil 1-0

The Angel connection

August 23, 2008: Argentina
beat Nigeria 1-O to bag the

gold at the Beijing Olympics
(Goalscorer: Angel Di Maria)

Argentina’s 15th Copa
title, pulling it level
with Uruguay

Copa 2021
individual
awards

Golden Boot (Top
Scorer): Lionel
Messi (Argentina)

Golden Glove
(Best Goalkeeper):
Emiliano Martinez
(Argentina)

Golden Ball (Best
Player): Lionel
Messi (Argentina)

July 10, 2021: Argentina beat
Brazil 1-0 to win Cop

Player of the final:
MESSI AT COPA 2021 Angel di Maria
Goals 4 (Rank 1) (Argentina)
Assists 5 (Rank 1)

COMPILED BY
Shots on target | 11 (Rank 1) AYUSH SUDARSAN
Dribbles 34 (Rank 2)
completed
Chances created | 22 (Rank 2)

Djokovic makes it 20-all, stands shoulder to shoulder with Federer and Nadal

The Serb surmounts Berrettini’s challenge, ties his celebrated rivals in the tally for most Grand Slams after winning his sixth Wimbledon crown
-

WIMBLEDON

AGENCIES
LONDON

Novak Djokovic had the
weight of tennis history on
his shoulders and an Italian
with dynamite on his racket
strings to contend with, but
emerged victorious to earn a
sixth Wimbledon and a re-
cord-levelling 20th Grand
Slam title on Sunday.

Matteo Berrettini, playing
inspired tennis in his first
Major final, unleashed eve-
rything in his formidable ar-
senal. But it was not enough,
as the Serb pulled through 6-
7(4), 6-4, 6-4, 6-3 on what
might prove to be a momen-
tous day in the raging argu-
ment about the greatest
men’s player of all time.

“That was more than a
battle. He has a true ham-
mer, an Italian hammer and
I felt that today,” Djokovic,
34, said.

Djokovic is now tied with
Roger Federer and Rafael
Nadal on 20 singles Majors
and the World No. 1 can be-
come the first man since Rod
Laver in 1969 to complete
the calendar-year Grand
Slam, at the US Open.

“I have to pay a tribute to
Rafa and Roger. They are the
two most important players
I've ever faced and the rea-
son I am where I am today,”
Djokovic said.

On Sunday, Berrettini was
bidding to become the first
Italian to win the Wimble-
don singles title.

When he went 2-5 down
in the opening set, it looked
as though the day might pass
him by.

But after surviving an ex-
hausting 11-minute service
game, in which he saved a
set point, the 25-year-old be-
gan to ratchet up the power,
with booming serves and po-
werful forehands.

Djokovic failed to serve
out the set at 5-3 as Berrettini
chased a dropshot to break.
In the tie-breaker, Berrettini
was the aggressor and took
the set after firing down a
138mph ace.

The effort of snatching a
71-minute first set took its toll
on Berrettini. Djokovic
stormed ahead 4-0 in the se-
cond, overcame a small blip
and levelled the match.

Djokovic struck the early
blow at 1-1 in the third, as a
net-skimming  backhand

SHORT TAKES

Samir Banerjee lifts
boys’ singles title

LONDON

American Samir Banerjee on
Sunday lifted the Wimbledon
boys' singles title with a
straight-sets win over
compatriot Victor Lilov, here.
Playing only his second junior
Grand Slam, the 17-year-old
won 7-5, 6-3 in the final that

lasted an hour and 22 minutes. '

PTI

Ashwin opens the
bowling for Surrey

LONDON

R. Ashwin was steady without
being exceptional as he
focused on building bowling
workload before the England
Test series in his maiden and
only appearance for Surrey in a
county game against Somerset.
Ashwin's figures after the first
two sessions read 24-5-58-1 as
skipper and England opener
Rory Burns used him from both
ends of the Oval. p1i
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2 | ICC congratulates Barty
LONDON

§ . The International Cricket

¢ Council (ICC) congratulated

¢ World No. 1 Ashleigh Barty,

¢ who played in the 2015-16

© Women's Big Bash League, on
: her Wimbledon triumph. The
: Australian had taken a break

¢ from her tennis career in 2014
and a year later played in the
: WBBL for the Brisbane
Heat.ani

: a 2-0 series lead

GROS ISLET

: Hetmyer made 61ina103- run
partnership with Dwayne

¢ Bravo on Saturday which set  :
i the West Indies on course to a :
¢ ‘convincing 56-run win over
¢ Australia in the second T20I. :
© The scores: West Indies 196/4
¢ in 20 overs (Lendl Simmons 31;
¢ Shimron Hetmyer 61, Dwayne :
i Bravo 47 n.o.) bt Australia 140:
§ in 19.2 overs (Mitchell Marsh

54; Hayden Walsh 3/29).........}

Enduring excellence: Djokovic stayed on course for a calendar Grand Slam by winning his third straight Wimbledon.

from out wide forced a vol-
ley error from the Italian.
But Berrettini threatened to
break straight back, thun-
dering a forehand winner to
reach deuce.

Djokovic, though, stea-
died in time to take a 3-1

lead, survived another tough
service game to move 4-2
ahead, and cupped his hand
to his ear for the crowd to
respond with football-style
chanting. Even after Djokov-
ic claimed the third set, Ber-
rettini looked dangerous.

But when the Italian double-
faulted on break point in the
seventh game of the fourth,
his hopes were over and it
was time for Djokovic to
chew on a blade of grass and
soak in the acclaim of 15,000
fans.

=REUTERS

(9 Congrats Novak on
your 20th Major. I

am proud to have the

opportunity to play in a

special era of tennis

champions

ROGER FEDERER

Spinners script incredible win for India

Poonam, Deepti and Sneh hold their nerve as England loses its way

INDIA IN ENG

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
HOVE

The Indian spinners worked
wonders during the final ov-
ers as the visitors edged out
England by eight runs in the
second T20I to level the
three-match series here on
Sunday.

Batting first, India lost its
way after a good start provid-
ed by opener Shafali Verma
(48, 38b, 8x4, 1x6) and cap-
tain Harmanpreet Kaur’s 31
(25b, 2x4, 2x6) to finish on
148 for four.

A flurry of boundaries
from Shafali helped India
race to 47 for no loss in four
overs. The 17-year-old pro-
duced the kind of hitting she
is known for as she slog
swept left-arm spinner So-
phie Ecclestone for a four
and six before smashing pac-
er Katherine Brunt for five
boundaries in a row.

The more experienced
Smriti Mandhana (20 off 16)

Turning point: Poonam kept the England batters on a leash with a good spell.

was happy being a spectator
at the other end.
Harmanpreet, who pro-
moted herself to No. 3, final-
ly found some form and
chipped in along with Deepti
(24 off 27). In reply, opener
Tammy Beaumont’s 59 (50b,

7x4) and skipper Heather
Knight’s 30 (28b, 4x4) put
England in a solid position
before it was restricted to
140 for eight in 20 overs.
Poonam Yadav (two for 17)
and Deepti Sharma (one for
18) brought India back into

=REUTERS

the game in the final five
overs.

The scores: India 148/4 in 20
overs (Shafali Verma 48, Har-
manpreet Kaur 31) bt England
140/8 in 20 overs (Tammy
Beaumont 59, Heather Knight
30, Poonam Yadav 2/17).

m 1 Djokovic is the first men's singles player after Rod Laver in
1969 to win the first three Majors of the calendar year

® 1 First French Open-Wimbledon double for Djokovic. He is now
the fifth man in the Open Era to achieve the feat, after Laver,

Borg, Nadal and Federer

® 1 First grass-court loss for Berrettini after winning the first set.
He was 22-0 on the surface before this, out of 27 wins overall

m 7 Djokovic's seventh victory out of 14 Grand Slam finals in

which he has lost the first set

m 8 Djokovic has won eight of the last 12 Major titles, with
Nadal (3) and Thiem (1) accounting for the other four. It
makes the Serb the Open Era leader for most Slams after
turning 30. Nadal is next with six

The Grand Slam leaderboard

A Dpe Op bledo Dpe
Federer 6 1 8 5
Nadal 1 13 2 4
Djokovic 9 2 6 3

THE RESULTS

Finals: Men: 1-Djokovic (Srb) bt 7-Berrettini (Ita) 6-7(4), 6-4, 6-4,
6-3; Doubles: Mektic & Pavic (Cro) bt Granollers (Esp) & Zeballos

(Arg) 6-4, 7-6(5), 2-6, 7-5.

Mixed doubles: 7-Skupski (GBr) & Krawczyk (USA) bt Salisbury &

Dart (GBR) 6-2, 7-6(1).

Anand finishes runner-up

CHESS

P.K. AJITH KUMAR
KOZHIKODE

Neither age nor lack of tour-
nament play could stop Vis-
wanathan Anand from fin-
ishing runner-up at the
Croatia Grand Chess Tour at
Zagreb on Sunday. Playing
his first event in 16 months,
the 5l-year-old came up
with a superb display to take
the second spot in a strong
field.

He scored 21 points (rapid
and blitz combined), two
behind winner Maxime Va-
chier-Lagrave of France.
The standings: 1. Maxime Va-
chier-Lagrave (Fra) 23 points;
2. Viswanathan Anand 21; 3.
Anish Giri (Ned) 20.5; 4-5. lan
Nepomniachtchi (Rus) and
Jan-Krzysztof Duda (Pol) 20;
6. Shakhriyar Mamedyarov
(Aze) 19; 7. Alexander Grischuk
(Rus) 18; 8. Anton Korobov
(Ukr) 15.5; 9. Garry Kasparov
(Rus)/Ivan Saric (Cro) 12.5; 10.
Jorden Van Foreest (Ned) 10.5.

Kuss wins Stage 15

TOUR DE FRANCE

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
ANDORRA LA VELLA
Defending champion Tadej
Pogacar survived a torrid
day as the Tour de France hit
the Pyrenees on Sunday, the
Slovenian holding on to the
overall lead despite constant
pressure from a clique of In-
eos riders.

The gruelling Stage 15 was
won by American Sepp Kuss

of the Jumbo Visma team,
who broke on the last of four
tough climbs to distance 41-
year-old Alejandro Valverde,
who was second at the finish
line of the tax-haven princi-
pality of Andorra.

Kuss became the first
American since Tyler Farrar
back in 2011 to win a stage on
the Tour de France, and his
family was present to wit-
ness the feat.

Monday is a rest day.
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Matsuyama to miss
British Open

LONDON

Masters champion Hideki
Matsuyama has withdrawn
from the British Open golf
championship, beginning on
Thursday, following a
positive COVID-19 test. The
Japanese World No. 18 tested
positive on July 2 and has
been self-isolating since. He
has been replaced by
American Harold Varner Ill. ap

Diksha takes team to
Aramco title triumph
LONDON

Diksha Dagar carded three
birdies on the last four holes
for a four-under 69 and
combined with captain Olivia
Cowan, Sarin Schmidt of
Germany and amateur
Andrew Kelsey to win the
Aramco Team Series title here
on Saturday. The team
aggregated a 41-under 397
for a three-stroke victory. p1i

Hokkaido to also ban
spectators at venues
TOKYO

Hokkaido joined Fukushima
on Saturday in barring fans
from attending Olympic
events because of rising
coronavirus infections.
Earlier, fans had been barred
from all venues in Tokyo and
three neighbouring
prefectures. ap

Benfica chief Vieira
under house arrest

LISBON

Benfica president Luis Filipe
Vieira was placed under
house arrest late on Saturday
until he pays bail of €3
million. Vieira and three
others are being investigated
for possible fraud, money
laundering and tax evasion.
Former star and a club
vice-president Rui Costa has
taken over its management.
AP

W A -

Making adjustments: Neeraj is working on his technique to get longer throws. =riLe pHoOTO

[taly-based Indians to

leave for Tokyo on July 17

BOXING

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Indian boxing contin-
gent, which is preparing for
the Olympics in Italy, will
leave for Tokyo from its
training base in Assisi on Ju-
ly 17. Nine pugilists, includ-
ing four women, have quali-
fied for the Games.

India’s qualification per-
formance in boxing this

time was markedly better
than the 2016 Rio Games
where only three made the
tournament-proper, none of
them women.

Though athletes travell-
ing from India would be fac-
ing added restrictions after
arriving in Tokyo, those
who would be heading to
the Japanese capital from fo-
reign training bases like Eu-
orpe will get some relaxa-
tions on the severity of the
quarantine.

‘Managing the pressure of Olympics well: Neeraj Chopra

Will try my best to get a medal for the country, says the Asian Games champion

TOKYO 2020

STAN RAYAN
KOCHI

Javelin thrower Neeraj Cho-
pra had an idea of what the
field could look like at the To-
kyo Olympics during the re-
cent Kuortane Games in Fin-
land.

The Asian Games cham-
pion was competing against
the best like World No. 1 Jo-
hannes Vetter, World cham-
pion Anderson Peters and
former Olympic champion
Keshorn Walcott.

Brightest prospect
Chopra, the brightest pros-

Bangladesh crushes
Zimbabwe by 220 runs

CRICKET

ASSOCIATED PRESS
HARARE

Bangladesh beat Zimbabwe
by 220 runs in their one-off
Test on Sunday as the home
team was all out for 256 in
its second innings on the fi-
nal day and well short of its
target of 477 to win.

Bangladesh spinner Me-
hidy Hasan picked up four
for 66 in the Zimbabwe se-

COVID-19: Sport-Specific Regulations for

ANI
LAUSANNE

If a participant tests positive
for COVID-19 in the final of
the boxing event in the up-
coming Tokyo Olympics,
then the opponent will re-
ceive the gold medal, and
the COVID-19 participant will
be facilitated with the silver
medal.

This specification has
been made clear in the To-

kyo Olympics’ Sport-Specific
Regulations (SSR), jointly
formed by the International
Olympic Committee (IOC)
and the international federa-
tions (IFs).

If a boxer cannot com-
pete, the athlete will not be
disqualified and will be
marked as DNS.

In case he/she cannot
start the event, it will be
treated as walkover once the

competition has started, as
per the regulations. The op-
ponent will progress to the
next round.

Similarly, if a wrestler has
reached the final but is un-
able to compete due to CO-
VID-19, the grappler who lost
against him/her in the semi-
finals will fill the vacant
place and compete in the
final.

In shooting, if an athlete/

cond innings for nine wick-
ets in the match.

Resuming on 140 for
three, the Zimbabweans
had to bat through the en-
tire day with just seven wick-
ets in hand to save the Test,
but didn’t come close.

The scores: Bangladesh 468
and 284/1 decl. bt Zimbabwe
276 and 256 in 94.4 overs
(Brendan Taylor 92, Donald Ti-
ripano 52, Mehidy Hasan 4/66,
Taskin Ahmed 4/82). Bangla-
desh won by 220 runs.

Olympics

team is not able to compete
due to COVID-19, they will
not be disqualified and will
be marked as DNS. There
will be no change to the for-
mat or groupings.

For the mixed team event,
in case an athlete can no lon-
ger take part in the event,
but the NOC has another ath-
lete on-site, the NOC can re-
place an athlete team mem-
ber.

pect to win independent In-
dia’s first-ever athletics me-
dal at the Olympics, wished
he could have got more such
events on the road to Tokyo.
The Finland meet where
Chopra finished third with
86.79m and which Vetter
won with 93.59m, was the
only strong meet he did this
year.

“That gave me a natural
feel of top-class competition.
The more such competitions
I do, the better it is,” said
Chopra, from his training
base in Uppsala in Sweden,
on Sunday.

“I had to make changes to
my training and competition
schedule because of the CO-

VID-19 situation. I have to
plan well so that 'm at my
peak in Tokyo. My training is
now going well and I'm rea-
dy. 'm trying to do my best
but it depends on the day. I
will try my best to get a me-
dal for the country.”

Chopra, who has a perso-
nal best of 88.07m, had
hoped to do the July 13 Dia-
mond League in Gateshead
(England). “But getting the
UK visa was difficult, so I had
to skip the Diamond League.
There is no time for competi-
tion now. I'll now have in-
tense training for a week and
then will go to Tokyo on July
26,” said the 23-year-old, cur-
rently No. 4 in the world list

this year.

He is now working on his
technique. “I was giving
more height in my throws, I
want to reduce it a bit so that
I'll get longer throws... and
I’'m improving,” he said.

With expectations on him
huge, is Chopra under
pressure?

“There was more pressure
during the Commonwealth
Games and Asian Games. I
have learned to handle the
pressure of the Olympic
Games,” he said.

He listens to music, vir-
tually working out the com-
petition in Tokyo in his head,
and does a bit of meditation
to stay cool.

World Cup begins in Sochi today

Adhiban keen to break third-round jinx

CHESS

RAKESH RAO
NEW DELHI

Wildcard B. Adhiban heads a
group of nine well-prepared
Indians who begin as first-
round favourites to join
teammates P. Harikrishna,
Vidit Gujrathi and D. Harika
in the second round of their
respective sections of the
chess World Cup.

The action begins in Sochi
on Monday. Each round
comprises a two-game mini-
match on classical time-con-
trol.

Tie-breaker
In case of a tie, players will
be required to play a pair of
games in rapid, blitz for-
mats, followed by an Arma-
geddon game, if necessary.

Nicknamed ‘The Beast’
for his aggressive, uncom-
promising play, Adhiban is
looking to become the first
Indian, after Viswanathan
Anand, to go past the third
round.

After landing in Sochi, Ad-

B. Adhiban. =riLe PHOTO

hiban recalled: “When I
made my debut, in 2013, I
reached the third round but
never again in three more at-
tempts. So I am keen to
break that ‘hoodoo’ this
time.”

He starts favourite against
Malawi’s Chiletso Chipanga
in the campaign-opener.

Wildcard
“I cannot be complacent,
though.

“ I will have to take it one
game at a time and not get
ahead of myself,” said Adhi-
ban, who considers himself

m Adhiban starts favourite
against Chiletso Chipanga
in the campaign-opener

B Each round comprises a
two-game mini-match on
classical time-control

lucky to get a wildcard.

Also present at the venue
is the country’s noted coach
Grandmaster R.B. Ramesh.
Ramesh’s presence should
be of immense help to three
of his students — Aravindh
Chithambaram, siblings R.
Praggnanandhaa and R.
Vaishali.

First-round pairings (involving
Indians):

Men: B. Adhiban vs Chiletso
Chipanga (Mwi); Aravindh
Chithambaram vs Michael Con-
cio Jr. (Phi); Nihal Sarin vs Ar-
thur Ssegwanyi (Uga); R.
Praggnanandhaa vs Paulo Ber-
samina (Phi); D. Gukesh vs Pa-
wel Teclaf (Pol); P. Iniyan vs Se-
bastian Bogner (Swi).

Women: Padmini Rout vs Ulviy-
ya Fataliyeva (Aze); Bhakti Kul-
karni vs Anastasya Paramzina
(Rus); R. Vaishali vs Zhou Qiyu
(Can).
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PH: 9999003888. KRISH, (PITAMPURA) PH: 9999159577. RANA MOTORS, (GT Karnal Road) PH: 9873477733. KRISH, (GT KARNAL ROAD) PH: 8929268182. FAIRDEAL, (BUDH VIHAR) PH: 8448296614. SOUTH DELHI: ROHAN, (MATHURA ROAD) PH: 9560036262. T.R. SAWHNEY, (NEHRU PLACE) PH: 9999563333. COMPETENT, (LAJPAT NAGAR) PH:
9582797810. AAA VEHICLEADES, (MALVIYA NAGAR) PH: 9971500011. PREM MOTORS, (MAHIPALPUR) PH: 8745887458. D.D. MOTORS, (OKHLA PH-1) PH: 9999003888. BAGGA LINK, (KOTLA) PH: 8826892666. RANA MOTORS, (SAFDARJUNG) PH: 26712222. CENTRAL DELHI: MAGIC AUTO, (KAROL BAGH) PH: 8929268145. COMPETENT, (C.P) PH:
9582797749. T.R. SAWHNEY, (DARYAGANJ) PH: 9999399157. WEST DELHI: MAGIC AUTO, (SEC-20, DWARKA) PH: 8929268146. T.R. SAWHNEY, (RAJOURI GARDEN) PH: 9873781333. COMPETENT, (NAJAFGARH) PH: 9582797763. MAGIC AUTO, (DWARKA SEC-13) PH: 8929268144. AAA VEHICLEADES, (MUNDKA) PH: 9650445555, COMPETENT, (DWARKA)
PH: 9582797879, MAGIC AUTO, (PALAM DABRI ROAD) PH: 8929400501, COMPETENT, (SHIVAJI MARG) PH: 9582797748, RANA MOTORS, (JANAKPURI) PH: 9999577776, D.D. MOTORS, (MAYAPURI) PH: 9999003888. EAST DELHI: FAIRDEAL, (BHAJANPURA) PH: 7290009372. FAIR DEAL CARS, (SHAHDARA) PH: 8448296614. COMPETENT, (GAZIPUR) PH:
8377007977. BAGGA LINK, (PATPARGANJ) PH: 9818199370. T.R. SAWHNEY, (GOKULPUR) PH: 9999399150. MAGIC AUTO, (PREET VIHAR) PH: 8929400502. NOIDA: VIPUL, (SEC-63) PH: 0120-4824000. FAIRDEAL CARS, (SEC-10) PH: 9999700944. ROHAN, (SEC-1) PH: 9873501288. VIPUL, (SEC-18) PH: 8800091555. GREATER NOIDA: ROHAN, (UDYOG
VIHAR) PH: 9811800980. GURGAON: COMPETENT, (SEC-12) PH: 9582797711. PREM MOTORS, (32ND MILESTONE) PH: 8750487504. ROHAN, (SEC-54) PH: 4845400. PREM MOTORS, (JMD SIKANDERPUR) PH: 8750987509. VIPUL, (UDYOGVIHAR) PH: 4395700. PASCO, (SEC-18) PH: 4012000. COMPETENT, (SUBHASH CHOWK) PH: 9582797739. RANA
MOTORS, (SCO PLOT NO-322 SEC-29) PH: 4260000. PASCO, (SILVERTON SEC-50) PH: 7835003300. FARIDABAD: VIPUL, (MATHURA ROAD) PH: 9999994707. TCS AUTOWORLD, (NEELAM CHOWK) PH: 0129-4252525. AUTO NATION, (MATHURA ROAD) PH: 9899596002. VIPUL, (BALLABGARH) PH: 0129-4208400. ROHAN, (PALWAL) PH: 8930202062.
FAIRDEAL CARS, (PIYALI CHOWK) PH: 9582139824. MANESAR: PLATINUM MOTOCORP, (IMT CHOWK) PH: 9953345312. PLATINUM MOTOCORP, (FARRUKHNAGAR) PH: 9205192634. PLATINUM MOTOCORP, (PATAUDI) PH: 9953345311. PLATINUM MOTOCORP, (NARNAUL) PH: 9053088437. PLATINUM MOTOCORP, (BILASPUR) PH: 9953345313. PLATINUM
MOTOCORP, (MAHINDERGARH) PH: 9053088402. GHAZIABAD: ROHAN, (MUKUND NAGAR) PH: 9650100045. MOTORCRAFT, (SAHIBABAD) PH: 9650972222. T.R. SAWHNEY, (MOHAN NAGAR) PH: 9582263544. REGENT AUTO, (MEERUT ROAD) PH: 7065191234. ROHAN, (HAPUR) PH: 0122-2313204. MOTORCRAFT, (MODI NAGAR) PH: 8057692222. SOHNA:
PASCO, (ALIPUR) PH: 8683000956. PASCO, (TAURU) PH: 8683000929. PASCO, (PUNHANA) PH: 8683000929. REWARI: AUTO VIBES, (KOSLI) PH: 01259-275300. AUTO VIBES, (BAWAL) PH: 7082100280. AUTO VIBES, PH: 7082010000. AUTO VIBES, (DHARUHERA) PH: 7082100481. AUTO VIBES, (KUND) PH: 7082100244. AUTO VIBES, (DAHINA) PH:
7082100107. BULANDSHAHAR: ROHAN, (DELHI ROAD) PH: 05732-281900. CHANDIGARH\PANCHKULA\MOHALI: TRICITY AUTOS: PH: 9988882305. MODERN(CHD): PH: 9646000191. NAVDESH AUTOS: PH: 8872512345. CM AUTOSALES: PH: 8283082830. AUTOPACE: PH: 9501995019. MODERN (PKL): PH: 0172-5211999. AUTOVOGUE (PKL): PH:
7529044888. KALKA: MODERN AUTOMOBILES: PH: 01733-220555. BARWALA(PKL): MODERN AUTOMOBILES: PH: 01733-256555. DERABASSI: AUTOPACE: PH: 01762-522003. BANUR: TRICITY AUTOS: PH: 9988882305. KHARAR: CM AUTOSALES: PH: 9592916705. MULLANPUR: NAVDESH AUTOS: PH: 8872057546. LUCKNOW: MEGA MOTORS, (VIBHUTI
KHAND) PH: 8874900900, 6388901400. MEGA MOTORS, (BEHTA) PH: 8874900900, 6388901400. ONE UP MOTORS, (ALAMBAGH) PH: 0522-4090300, 9918001111, (HARDOI ROAD) PH: 8429999600, 9918100803, (MALIHABAD) PH: 9918201111. BRIGHT 4 WHEEL, (ASHOK MARG) PH: 9119966666, 9628370690, (VIKAS NAGAR) PH: 9119966666,
9628370890, (BARABANKI) PH: 9119966666, 9838075971, (JAGDISHPUR) PH: 9119966666, 7408336699, (MOHANLALGANJ) PH: 9119966666, 7081035555, (RAMNAGAR/FATEHPUR/SAFDARGANJ) PH: 9119966666, 9628374811. KULDEEP MOTORS (MAHANAGAR MANDIR MARG) PH: 7618313120. MEGA MOTORS, (MATI) PH: 8874900900,
6388901400. KTL AUTOMOBILE, (INDIRA NAGAR) PH: 7668585858, (VIPUL KHAND) PH: 7668585858, (RAE BARELI) PH: 7668585858, (GAURI GANJ) PH: 7668585858. ANAND MOTOR, (VIDANSABHA MARG) PH: 7235844888, (CHINHAT) PH: 7235844888, (BAHRAICH) PH: 7235844888, (BALRAMPUR) PH: 7235844888. GONDA: SMARTWHEELS PVT. LTD.,
PH: 7705803251, (AKBARPUR) PH: 9936698738. SULTANPUR: KIRTI KUNJ AUTOMOBILES, PH: 9554951013. LAKHIMPUR: SUMITRA DS MOTORS, PH: 9721459666, 9838644644. SITAPUR: CONCEPT CARS, PH: 7607005900. (SIDHOLI) PH: 7607005903. (MEHMOODABAD) PH: 7607005905. (SANDILA) PH: 7607005878. FAIZABAD: SMARTWHEELS PVT.
LTD., PH: 7705803202, 7705803204, 7705803209. INAYAT NAGAR: PH: 7705803206. GONDA: PH: 7705803252. AMBEDKAR NAGAR: PH: 7705803211. MANKAPUR: PH: 7705803253, RUDAULI: PH: 7705803216.

*Terms and conditions apply. Offer includes cash discounts, exchange offer and corporate/rural offer ( wherever applicable ) on VXI petrol variant of respective model. Corporate offer value is maximum offer value and same is applicable for select corporates only. The terms and conditions are subject to change without any prior notice. All offers are brought to you by Maruti
Suzuki dealers only. Offers may vary from city to city and variant to variant for different models. Parts and accessories shown may not be a part of standard equipment. Colours shown may vary from actual body color due to printing on paper. Images used are for illustration purposes only. Offers valid till 31 July'21 or till stock lasts, whichever is earlier. For more details, contact
your nearest Maruti Suzuki dealer. *Mileage as certified by test agency under rule 115 of CMVR,1989. *Mentioned mileage is for petrol variant of respective model.
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