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“Dahiya storms into final, India

“assured of another medal

Boxer Lovlina settles for bronze in women's welterweight

Oppn. rejects Venkaiah's truce
offer to discuss farmer protests

Parties stand firm on demand to debate Pegasus snooping issue first

Rajya Sabha

#

Nangal case: CM meets
family, assures support
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

f) The responsibility

!) The opposition
for the deadlock

parties stand

on Wednesday met the family
of the nine-year-old girl who
was allegedly sexually
assaulted and murdered
before her body was forcibly
cremated in Nangal village.
He announced an ex gratia of
%10 lakh for the family.

CITY » PAGE 2

Jathedi's arrest: 2 women
officers played vital role
NEW DELHI

In a team of 40-odd officers
working on arguably the
biggest arrest of the year for
Delhi Police so far - gangster
Kala Jathedi - two were
female officers, Sub
Inspectors Preeti Sangwan,
27, and Neetu Sindhu, 30.
Ms. Sangwan tailed the
gangster for days before he
was nabbed while Ms. Sindhu
spent 72 hours in office
assisting the ground team.

‘Assam CM's expansionist
tendencies led to clashes’
NEW DELHI

Assamiis illegally occupying
more than 509 sq. miles of
Mizo territory, Mizo National
Front Rajya Sabha member K.
Vanlalvena said. He blamed
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma's "expansionist”
tendencies for the flare-up
between Mizoram and Assam.
NEWS » PAGE 9

The Opposition parties on
Wednesday sent out their
message in one voice — a de-
bate in Parliament on the al-
leged Pegasus cyberattack
first, rejecting a peace deal
offered by Rajya Sabha
Chairman Venkaiah Naidu.
Five Bills — three in the Rajya
Sabha and two in the Lok
Sabha — were passed amidst
shrill protests from Opposi-
tion members holding pla-
cards and shouting slogans
against the government.

“The opposition parties
stand firm and united on
their demand for a discus-
sion on Pegasus issue in both
the Houses, replied to by the
Home Minister, as this has
national security dimen-
sions,” said a joint statement
issued by the Congress, Tri-
namool Congress, DMK, Sa-
majwadi Party, RJD, NCP,
Shiv Sena, National Confe-
rence, IUML, CPI(M), CPI,
Aam Aadmi Party, Revolu-
tionary Socialist Party and
Loktantrik Janata Dal.

It stated, “The opposition
has also unequivocally con-
veyed that the discussion on
the farmers’ issues and agita-
tions arising from the three
anti-farmer and black agri-
laws should follow the dis-
cussion on Pegasus.”

Mr. Naidu offered truce by
admitting the motion under

lies squarely at the door-
steps of the government,
which remains arrogant

and refuses to accept the
Opposition’s demand for

an informed debate in
both the Houses

firm and united
on their demand
for a discussion on
Pegasus issue in
both the Houses,
replied to by the
Home Minister

f) The Opposition has also unequivocally
conveyed that the discussion on the farm-
ers’issues and agitations arising from the three
anti-farmers and black agri-laws should follow the

discussion on Pegasus

JOINT STATEMENT BY OPPOSITION PARTIES

I have gone through it [notice
to debate farmers’ agitation].

It is an ongoing issue but

important. So it is admitted for

discussion

VENKAIAH NAIDU, RAJYA SABHA CHAIRMAN

Rule 267 to suspend the busi-
ness of the day to discuss the
ongoing farmers’ agitation,
following a meeting with the
Opposition leaders and the
government. But the Opposi-
tion snubbed the offer.

Mr. Naidu, reading out the
names of those who had
moved notices to debate va-
rious issues, said that he was
admitting the notices given
under rule 267 (to set aside
the business of the day to de-
bate a certain issue) by Ram-
gopal Yadav and Vishambhar
Prasad Nishad of the Samaj-
wadi Party and V. Sivadasan

of the CPI(M) over the farm-
ers’ agitation on the three
farm laws.

“I have gone through it. It
is an ongoing issue but im-
portant. So it is admitted for
discussion,” he said.

The notices submitted by

Trinamool’s Sukhendu Sek-
har Roy, Mallikarjun Kharge
and K.C. Venugopal of the
Congress, CPI(M)’s Elama-
ram Kareem and Mr. Sivada-

san, and Binoy Viswam of

the CPI over the Pegasus is-
sue were rejected.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

The journey begins

India's maiden Indigenous Aircraft Carrier sets off for sea trials from the naval dockyard in Kochi. It is expected to join the Navy
as INS Vikrant late next year. =INDIAN NAVY (REPORT ON PAGE 5)

Rajbhar denies alliance prospects
with BJP but keeps option open

He lays down 5 demands, including OBC Chief Minister in U.P.

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW

Two years after Suheldev
Bhartiya Samaj Party presi-
dent Om Prakash Rajbhar
was sacked from the Uttar
Pradesh government led by
the BJP following his rebel-
lion before the 2019 Lok Sab-
ha election, the OBC leader
seems to be inching towards

his old ally again.
The speculation was trig-
gered after Mr. Rajbhar

called upon BJP’s Uttar Pra-
desh president Swatantra
Dev Singh on Tuesday. The
SBSP chief described the
one-hour meeting as a cour-
tesy visit but admitted that
politics was on the table.
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Om Prakash Rajbhar

“I come from the ‘pichdi
jati (backward caste)’. He al-
so comes from the ‘pichdi ja-
ti’. So we often have these
courtesy meetings,” he said.

Though Mr. Rajbhar dis-
missed that he would join
hands with the BJP for the
2022 Assembly poll, he laced
it with a caveat. He told a
news channel that he would

»

consider an alliance with the
BJP if it fulfilled his five de-
mands, including having an
OBC Chief Minister. “Let the
BJP implement these. After
that I will think about it. But
not before it because I have
tasted betrayal,” he said.

SBSP general secretary
and Mr. Rajbhar’s son, Ar-
vind Rajbhar, issued a state-
ment on Wednesday ruling
out an alliance with the BJP.
“The SBSP will not have any
alliance with the Bharatiya
‘Jhooth’ Party [BJP]. The
meeting was personal. Yes,
political discussion was held.
BJP [U.P.] president said 2022
will be difficult without you,”
Mr. Arvind Rajbhar said.

Let’s respect democracy, Kejriwal tells L-G -

passes 3 Bills
in an hour

The Rajya Sabha on
Wednesday passed three
Bills in about one hour,

while the Opposition

continued its protest
against the government on
the Pegasus spyware issue
and demanded the repeal
of the three farm laws. The
Bills were introduced,
discussed and passed amid
the din. The House was also
adjourned for 15 minutes in
that time. » PAGE 8

Officer hurt as
suspended MPs
try to enter RS

: A Parliament security

officer suffered minor
injuries on Wednesday in a
scuffle with suspended
Trinamool Congress
members, who tried to
enter the Rajya Sabha
chamber after the House

was adjourned at 3.15 p.m.

The six MPs, who were
suspended, continued to
raise anti-government
slogans standing outside
the chamber. » PAGE 8

Efforts to track emerging
COVID-19 variants shrink

Impressive comeback: Ravi Dahiya of India, standing, and Nurislam Sanayev of Kazakhstan

react after their 57 kg semifinal wrestling bout at the Tokyo Olympics on Wednesday. =reuters

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

It was a gripping Wednesday
for India at the Tokyo Olym-
pics, and Ravi Kumar Dahiya
led the charge. The wrestler
registered a sensational tri-
umph against Kazakhstan’s
Nurislam Sanayev in the
freestyle 57 kg semifinal
bout and grappled his way
into Thursday’s final against
Russia’s Zaur Uguev. India is
assured of a silver medal.
Trailing 2-9, Dahiya re-
duced the deficit to 7-9 be-
fore pinning his opponent
down; he was eventually de-

Only 184 genomes sequenced in July

JACOB KOSHY
NEW DELHI

While the second wave is yet
to trough and there are signs
that a third wave may be
round the corner, India’s ef-
forts to sequence genomes
to track for emerging var-
iants plummeted after April.

Data from the National
SARS-CoV-2 Genome Con-
sortium (INSACOG), a net-
work of 28 labs across the
country equipped to se-
quence genomes of the co-
ronavirus for emerging var-
iants, shows that in July,
only 184 genomes were se-
quenced. In June, 4,381
samples were sequenced,
which is itself a stark decline
from May (13,142 samples)
and April (15,546 samples).
The latter two months were
when India bore the brunt
of the second wave that saw
daily cases grow to as many
as 4,00,000.

As of July 30, INSACOG
had sequenced 58,240 ge-
nomes, of which 46,124

On the slow track

Genome sequencing
to track emerging
variants has reduced
drastically in the past

two months

As of July 30,
JAN. . 1,682 INSACOG had

sequenced
res. [l 2.868
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samples had been analysed
and their lineages (variant
history) ascertained and
submitted to the National
Centre for Disease Control
(NCDC), according to the
response to a question in
the Lok Sabha.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

clared ‘winner by fall’. The
23-year-old from Haryana
became the second Indian
wrestler to qualify for an
Olympic final, his predeces-
sor being Sushil Kumar at
the London Games in 2012.
Dahiya’s effort capped a
remarkable day for the In-
dian contingent in which its
medal hopes never waned.
Lovlina Borgohain lost the
women’s welterweight (64-
69 kg) semifinal to Turkey’s
Busenaz Surmeneli, but the
boxer from Assam already
had the bronze in her kitty
by virtue of having qualified

for the last-four stage.

Bronze would be the tar-
get for the women’s hockey
team too after its 1-2 defeat
to Argentina in the semifi-
nal. In Friday’s third place
play-off, India will play Great
Britain.

India’s medal hopes
gained a fillip through Nee-
raj Chopra’s maiden throw
of 86.65 m in javelin. It en-
sured his instant qualifica-
tion for the final. The auto-
matic qualification was
pegged at 83.5 m.

FULL COVERAGE » PAGE 15

CJl recuses himself from
Andhra-Telangana case

Denied its share of water, claims A.P.

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India (CJI)
N.V. Ramana on Wednesday
recused himself from hear-
ing a petition filed by And-
hra Pradesh accusing Telan-
gana of depriving its people
of their legitimate share of
water for drinking and
irrigation.

The Chief Justice, who
said he hailed from both
Andhra Pradesh and Telan-
gana, withdrew after A.P. re-
jected the court’s suggestion
to send the case for media-
tion. “The matter requires
adjudication,” advocate G.
Umapathy, for Andhra Pra-
desh, informed the Bench,
also comprising Justice Su-
rya Kant. “In that case, if
you do not want mediation,
I cannot hear this case. Let
it be listed before another
Bench,” the CJI said.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, for the Centre, said
that he personally and the
government had “full faith”

CM accuses Baijal of holding ‘parallel meeting behind the back of elected govt.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government and
Raj Niwas found themselves
at loggerheads yet again on
Wednesday after Lieutenant-
Governor Anil Baijal chaired
a meeting to review the CO-
VID-19 situation in the nation-
al capital.

Chief Minister Arvind Kej-
riwal accused Mr. Baijal of
holding a “parallel meeting
behind the back” of the elect-
ed government and asked the
L-G to “respect democracy”.

“Reviewed the COVID-19
situation in Delhi and future
preparedness with Chief Se-
cretary, ACS (Home&Health),
Divisional Commissioner, Se-
cretary (Health), MD-DMRC &
other officials concerned,”
the L-G tweeted.

E ﬁ._'rﬁ;:i i i
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In response, Mr. Kejriwal
posted, “It is against Consti-
tution n SC CB judgement to
hold such parallel meetings
behind the back of elected
govt. We r a democracy. Peo-
ple hv elected a Council of
Ministers. If u have any Qs, pl
ask ur ministers. Avoid hold-
ing direct meetings wid offic-
ers Lets respect democracy,
Sir (sic).”

Arvind Kejriwal and L-G Anil Baijal at Raj Niwas. sFiLe pHOTO

According to a senior go-
vernment official present at
the meeting, Mr. Baijal ad-
vised the Health Department
to ensure commissioning of
all PSA plants, LMO storage
tanks and cryogenic bottling
plants latest by August 31.

The L-G also asked the offi-
cials to make provisions for
adequate buffer of medicines
for treatment of COVID-19

and black fungus.

According to the official,
the L-G expressed concern
over reported violation of CO-
VID-appropriate behaviour
in metro and other means of
public transport and advised
the Divisional Commissioner,
Delhi Police and MD, DMRC,
to ensure that protocols are
strictly enforced.

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia, in a letter to
the L-G on July 17, had alleged
that Mr. Baijal was chairing
meetings on matters in the
domain of the elected go-
vernment without informing
the Minister concerned.

In response, the L-G had
termed these “insinuations
and statements” devoid of
“any merit and without any

evidence”.
»

£ il
CJIN.V. Ramana

in the Chief Justice in the
case and urged him to not
recuse. “Thank you, but I
cannot hear this case,” Chief
Justice Ramana said.

In the previous hearing,
he asked the Andhra Pra-
desh counsel to get instruc-
tions on whether they want-
ed the case to be sent for
mediation or continue with
the adjudication. Senior ad-
vocate Dushyant Dave, who
represented the State, had
asked for some time to get
instructions.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

LS clears

Air Quality
Commission
Bill for NCR

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Lok Sabha on Wednes-
day passed the Bill to for-
malise the Commission for
Air Quality Management
For National Capital Re-
gion and Adjoining Areas.
The body has a full-time
chairperson and a range of
members, including repre-
sentatives from several Mi-
nistries and independent
experts, and will have the
final say on evolving policy
and issuing directions to
address air pollution in
Delhi and the adjoining re-
gions.

DETAILS ON » PAGE 8
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Two women o

1cers played a critical role in Delhi Police’s biggest arrest of the year

Preeti Sangwan tailed gangster Kala Jathedi for days before he was nabbed while Neetu Sindhu spent 72 hours non-stop in office assisting the ground team

HEMANI BHANDARI
NEW DELHI

It was around 2.30 p.m. and
the Delhi Police team was fol-
lowing gangster Kala Jathedi
and his partner Anuradha
Chaudhary for nearly 24
hours. As the couple stopped
at a dhaba in Saharanpur- Ya-
muna Nagar highway, the
team waited a few seconds.

“Target in sight and not
moving,” said one. The direc-
tion to arrest him dead or
alive was followed.

The plan was to park one
of the three cars at the rear
part of the dhaba but the last
minute call was to drive all
cars right in front of the ea-
tery. The officers immediate-
ly swung into action, got out
of the vehicles and placed
Kala Jathedi under arrest.

In a black turban at the
time, the turban was re-
moved to ensure it was him.

But it was Sub Inpector
Preeti Sangwan, 27, who
quickly moved towards Anu-
radha and held her tight

Crime Branch
to take over
investigation

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Four days after a nine-year-
old girl was found dead in-
side a cremation ground in
south-west Delhi, the case
has been transferred to the
Delhi Police Crime Branch.

Four people, including a
priest, have already been
arrested in connection with
the case. “The case has
been transferred to the
Crime Branch for further
expeditious and scientific
investigation in order to en-
sure speedy trial in the in-
terest of justice,” said the
Delhi police spokesperson.

On Sunday evening, a
nine-year-old girl was
found dead inside the cre-
mation ground where she
had gone to get cold water.
The priest allegedly told
the family that she got elec-
trocuted. The body was
cremated allegedly without
the parents’ consent. The
family believes that the
girl’s body was cremated
quickly as she had been
raped and then killed.

Four persons identified
as the crematorium priest
Radhey Shyam (55), and
employees Kuldeep (63),
Laxmi Narain (48) and Sa-
leem (49) were arrested in
connection with the case.

Forensic Science Labora-
tory officials said they are
trying to ascertain whether
there are any exhibits to
prove scientifically wheth-
er the girl had been raped,
however, sources said the
exhibits collected from the
spot and her mortal re-
mains are insufficient to
find such evidence.

Meanwhile, the Army es-
tablishment of Delhi Can-
tonment has served a not-
ice to protesters on Old
Nangal Road to remove
tents and obstacles so that
Army services can resume
normally in view of upcom-
ing Independence Day.

DMRC delays
launch of Grey
Line extension

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
The Delhi Metro Rail Cor-
poration on Wednesday
announced that the open-
ing of the Najafgarh-Dhan-
sa Bus Stand extension has
been postponed due to
pending repair work on
the approach road to the
station. “The opening of
the Grey Line extension is
being postponed by two
weeks,” the DMRC said.
Inauguration of the
“missing link” on the Pink
Line will be as scheduled
and operations will begin
from August 6, it added.
DMRC  spokesperson
Anuj Dayal said: “The road
will facilitate easy access
to the station from various
interior areas beyond
Najafgarh.”

CcM
K

from behind. “You are under
arrest,” she told her.

In the team of 40-odd offi-
cials working on arguably the
biggest arrest of the year for
Delhi Police so far - Kala Jath-
edi - two were female offic-
ers: Sub Inspectors Preeti
and Neetu Sindhu, 30.

The two officers from the
Special Cell’s Counter Intelli-
gence Unit exclusively spoke
to The Hindu about the oper-
ation and what it means to be
a part of a unit particularly
dominated by men.

Going against the grain
Ms. Sangwan hails from Ha-
ryana’s Charkhi Dadri where
her father is a farmer and
mother, a housewife.

Being born and brought
up in a town where girls were
not encouraged to step out,
the officer started breaking
barriers right from her
school days by completing
her higher studies.

She then attended college
by travelling a long distance

Nangal case: CM meets
family, assures support :

"-
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Sls Neetu Sindhu and Preeti Sangwan. =spECIAL ARRANGEMENT

“with a male friend” — much
against the societal norms.

But she had resolved to
pursue higher education and
went on to complete her ba-
chelors in Commerce, and
Masters in Computer
Applications.

She joined Delhi Police in
2018, and became part o the
Special Cell (CIU) in 2020.

“It’s been a great expe-
rience here because the
learning is impeccable. I
have learnt different types of
technologies and how to use
them in digital investigation.
It’s the kind of work that

gives me an adrenaline rush.
The seniors and colleagues
both are extremely suppor-
tive,” she added.

An unforgettable case
Recalling the operation to ar-
rest Kala Jathedi, which was
named ‘D-24’ - an operation
which she claims to never
forget in her career, she said
she was on the field the last
10 days till the arrest was fi-
nally affected on July 30.
After analysing data, the
team — which had been
working on the case for over
one year — zeroed in on a car

‘Delhi govt. will give ex gratia of 10 lakh, hire best lawyers’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Wednesday met with
the family of the nine-year-
old girl who was allegedly
sexually assaulted and mur-
dered before her body was
forcibly cremated in the Del-
hi Cantonment area.

In addition to assuring the
family of all possible sup-
port, Mr. Kejriwal an-
nounced that the Delhi go-
vernment will provide the
family an ex gratia of 10
lakh, order a magisterial en-
quiry into the case, and ap-
point top lawyers so that the
culprits get the strictest pun-
ishment. The CM was ac-
companied by Social Wel-
fare Minister Rajendra Pal
Gautam and Delhi Commis-
sion for Women Chairper-
son Swati Maliwal along with
Aam Aadmi Party MLAs.

“A nine-year-old girl had
to unfortunately suffer a hei-
nous crime and was then
murdered. I met her griev-
ing parents. The injustice
that has happened with the

Students,
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Activists protesting at Jantar Mantar against the Nangal

LN -
CM Arvind Kejriwal meets the family of the minor girl who

was allegedly raped and murdered, on Wednesday. =pmi

family is very distressing,”
Mr. Kejriwal said.

He also stressed upon the
“detrimental” law and order
situation in Delhi and ap-
pealed to the Central go-
vernment to take concrete
measures in this regard. Mr.
Kejriwal assured the Centre
that the Delhi government
will “fully cooperate” with it
in order to fix the law and or-
der situation. Such incidents
in the national capital send
out the wrong message inter-
nationally, he added.

“Delhi is the national cap-
ital. If such incidents take

incident, in Delhi on Wednesday. =sANDEEP sAXENA

‘Will fight for rights of
Khori Basti residents

Udit Raj says govts. shirking their duty

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Former Lok Sabha MP and
Congress national spokes-
person Udit Raj on Wednes-
day said the Haryana and
Delhi governments as well as
the Centre cannot abdicate
their responsibility to reha-
bilitate those rendered
homeless due to demolition
of Khori Basti in Faridabad,
and reiterated that he will
fight for their rights.

Mr. Raj said the Haryana
government had come out
with a rehabilitation policy
for the residents of Khori
Basti with the identity proofs
of the State, but the Delhi go-
vernment was mum on reha-
bilitating those belonging to
the national capital. He said

»

efforts of the Haryana go-
vernment for rehabilitation
too were not enough, and
the two State governments
along with the Centre could
not run away from their
responsibility.

Rich spared

He demanded to know as to
what was the hurry to knock
down the houses of over one
lakh poor people amid the
pandemic when the Haryana
government’s amendments
to Punjab Land Preservation
Act, 1900, were in the pipe-
line. He alleged that the big
hotels, farmhouses and edu-
cational institutes on the for-
est land belonging to the rich
were spared, but the poor
were targeted.

place in the city, it does not
send out a good message
about the city. It makes the
people feel unsafe, and in-
ternationally sends a mes-
sage that India’s Capital is
witnessing such heinous in-
cidents,” Mr. Kejriwal said.

Stating that the case is
“very serious” and merits
“urgent attention”, the DCW
has summoned the Deputy
Commissioner of South
West district to be present
before it on August 5 and
produce the complete case
file of the matter along with
a copy of the FIR.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The National Commission
for Scheduled Castes (NCSC)
on Wednesday took suo mo-
tu congnisance of the alleged
rape and murder of a nine-
year-old Dalit girl in the Cap-
ital. The commission said
that after meeting the family
of the victim, NCSC chair-
man Vijay Sampla met dis-
trict officials to recommend
releasing compensation as
per provisions of the SC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, 2016.

I have learnt various
types of technologies
and how to use them
in digital probes. It’s
the kind of work that
gives me an adrena-
line rush. The seniors
and colleagues are
very supportive

PREETI SANGWAN
Sub Inpector

C

in which Jathedi could be
present on July 20. SI Preeti
picked up and followed that
vehicle on Mathura-Gwalior
Road. The shadowing conti-
nued till 1.30 a.m. the next
day when they reached Fari-
dabad only to ascertain that
the ‘target’ was not in the
vehicle. The next day, the
team found that they had to
find and spot two vehicles in
Uttarakhand where the tar-
get could be. SI Preeti, along
with a team, immediately left
for the next assignment.

“We had divided the area
40 km each, road by road,

street by street and colony by
colony, we looked for the
cars left to right. In car, on
foot and through jungles al-
so, we kept looking for the
two cars,” she recalled.

She had to cover parts of
Dehradun and Haridwar.

After struggling for three
days, an apartment complex
in a district in Uttarakhand
was the new search destina-
tion. The next challenge was
to spot the car in the apart-
ment complex without get-
ting noticed.

SI Preeti was asked to get a
scooty, act like a local, and
go inside the apartment com-
plex to find whether the
white coloured car is there.

And the moment they had
all been waiting for arrived.

After walking and scan-
ning for over 4 hours, a sus-
pect car was found. “I wish I
could explain the feeling. It
was finally done”. The next
three hours, she spent walk-
ing in the rain waiting for the
car’s occupants to come out

and to ascertain whether the
car they had spotted was in
fact Jathedi’s.

They finally came. A man
in a turban and a woman.

The team was almost sure
it was him. “Even inside the
apartment complex, they
would drive at a very high
speed. That night, they came
back in one hour”.

The next day, SI Preeti
managed to ascertain the
tower in which the target
could be residing and the
floor using the analysis on
time taken by the woman to
walk up and shut the door,
which the officer could hear.

On July 29, the couple left
the apartment at an unex-
pected time and didn’t come
back till the night. With over
20 teams of two-three per-
sonnel scattered in an area
covering 20 square km, the
chase began, with SI Preeti in
the lead. Midway, the target
managed to exchange cars
with a dummy couple and
shifted to an SUV. However,

Will stand by victim’s family till
they get justice: Rahul Gandhi

Delhi Congress leaders demand trial in fast-track court

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Congress leader Rahul Gand-
hi on Wednesday met the fa-
mily of the nine-year-old Da-
lit girl who was allegedly
raped and murdered in the
Capital. Mr. Gandhi said he
will stand with the family till
they get justice and will not
back down even an inch.

Twitter row
Reacting to a picture that Mr.
Gandhi posted on Twitter
with the girl’s parents, the
National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR) wrote to the social
media platform asking for
action against Mr. Gandhi’s
account for revealing the
identity of the victim.
“Tweeting a photo of a
victim’s parents and thereby
revealing her identity is a
violation of the POCSO Act,
2012. NCPCR has taken cog-
nisance of the matter and is-
sued a notice to Twitter seek-
ing action against Rahul
Gandhi's Twitter handle as
well as removal of the post,”
NCPCR Chairperson Priyank

CPI(M) Polit Bureau mem-
ber Brinda Karat also met the
family of the victim and
wrote to Home Minister Amit
Shah requesting urgent ac-
tion. She said that a “lie” is
being spread that the girl’s
mother agreed to the hasty
cremation, adding that it was
reminiscent of what hap-
pened in the Hathras rape
case — in which a 20-year-old
woman was allegedly gang-
raped and killed by four men
in Uttar Pradesh’s Boolgarhi
village last September.

A controversy erupted af-

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi meets the family members of

the victim on Wednesday. =pi

Kanoongo tweeted.

Meanwhile, the Delhi
Congress organised several
protests across the city and
demanded trial of the case
by a fast-track court.

Delhi Congress chief Ch.
Anil Kumar, who accompa-
nied Mr. Gandhi to meet the
victim’s family, said the pa-
rents of the girl said that
“she was also a desh ki beti
(daughter of the country),
and deserved justice”.

Mr. Kumar said it was sur-
prising that Chief Minister

ter the U.P. Police and the
district administration cre-
mated the woman without
the consent of her family.

“It is indeed regrettable
that you [Mr. Shah] have not
intervened yet in this case
even though Delhi police is
under your ministry. My re-
quest is that you ensure that
justice is done. The parents
cannot be ever compensated
for the loss of their daughter.
But the government is duty-
bound to ensure them finan-
cial support,” Ms. Karat said
in her letter.

i B s e

Arvind Kejriwal, who was
busy increasing the salary of
his MLAs, could not spare
time to meet the family im-
mediately after the incident.
“Instead of addressing the
problems being faced by Del-
hiites now, including the sa-
fety and security of women,
broken roads, waterlogging,
and spike in cases of vector-
borne diseases, Mr. Kejriwal
was fooling people by paint-
ing a rosy future of making
Delhi like Singapore by
2047, Mr. Kumar said.

Meanwhile, protests were
held at Jantar Mantar by stu-
dent groups demanding that
the culprits in the case be
punished without delay. The
Students’ Federation of In-
dia, along with Dalit Shoshan
Mukti Manch and the All In-
dia Democratic Women’s As-
sociation said sexual vio-
lence against women is a
larger problem concerning a
patriarchal society wherein
women are rendered inferior
and powerless.

Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity Students’ Union presi-

'Need viable alternatives to stubble burning’

Govt. must step up efforts to help farmers move away from toxic practice: experts

NIKHIL M BABU
NEW DELHI
With the Lok Sabha passing a
Bill to formalise the Commis-
sion for Air Quality Manage-
ment for National Capital Re-
gion and Adjoining Areas on
Wednesday, experts said the
government has to now speed
up implementation of alter-
natives to stubble burning.
The Centre, facing flak ear-
lier this year from farmers
protesting against the farm
laws, had committed to re-
moving a clause in the Air
Commission Bill that would
penalise farmers for burning
stubble, an important con-
tributor to noxious air quali-
ty. The current text of the Bill
does away with this clause.
Anumita Roychowdhury,
head of Clean Air Programme
at the Centre for Science and
Environment, said it is unfair

-

Stubble burning at a field
near Kundli in Delhi.

to fine farmers without giving
them viable alternatives.

Three solutions
“If just by penalising farmers,
stubble burning could be
stopped, we should have
been able to end it by now.
We have evidence that in
areas where alternatives are
implemented, fire incidents
have come down,” she said,
The government should in-

stead focus on alternative so-
lutions to burning, she said.
“There are three main so-
lutions to stubble burning: in-
situ treatment of stubble, ex-
situ treatment, and changing
cropping pattern. The last
one being the deeper and
more fundamental solution.
For in-situ management, the
government is currently giv-
ing equipment to farmers to
mix the stubble back into the
soil, so that they do not have
to burn it, but everyone is not
getting these machines. The
government should ensure
their availability to everyone.
Similarly, in ex-situ manage-
ment, some companies have
started collecting stubble for
their use, but we need more
action on this front,” she said.
Ms. Roychowdhury said
farmers, especially small and
marginal farmers, need sup-

port for adoption of in-situ
strategies, to mulch the straw
into the soil and not burn it.
“Penalty without access to so-
lutions does not work.”

Polash Mukerjee, Natural
Resources Defense Council,
an environmental advocacy
group, said farmers burn
stubble as other methods are
expensive and they have less
time before the next sowing
season. “Imposing a fine is
not going to work in our so-
cio-economic conditions for
curbing stubble burning. We
need to focus on alternative
solutions,” he said.

But he said that the current
development is bad in terms
of deterrence to burn stubble.
“Already there is economic
distress and now there is no
deterrence, so the farm fires
could go up during this year’s
harvest season,” he said.

»

all efforts at camouflage were
to end in vein by the after-
noon of July 30.

Technical support

SI Neetu, a 2014-batch offic-
er, posted with CIU since
2020 and trained by C-DAC
and pursuing Post Graduate
Diploma in Electronics & IT,
spent the last 72 continuous
hours of the operation in the
CIU office providing techni-
cal assistance — critical for
last-mile operation — leaving
behind her three-year-old
daughter at home.

“I would video call with
my daughter only during the
day because she knows that
I'll be in office at that time
but in the evening, she would
want to come to office if I
would call her,” she recalled.

“My posting at Special Cell
has been a revelation of my
inner strengths”, she said.

She returned home trium-
phant and exhausted after
Jathedi was finally in her col-
league’s net.

BJP demands
death penalty
for culprits

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi BJP on Wednes-
day demanded the death
penalty for those behind
the alleged sexual assault,
subsequent murder and
forced cremation of a
nine-year-old girl in the
Delhi Cantonment area.

Delhi BJP president
Adesh Gupta met the fa-
mily of the victim and as-
sured them that justice
would be done and that
the accused would not be
spared at any cost.

He also asked the pol-
ice for an impartial inves-
tigation into the matter
and urged the Delhi go-
vernment to provide
adequate compensation
to the victim’s family.

Amended POCSO Act
Rohini BJP MLA Vijender
Gupta said the culprits
must be hanged at the ear-
liest and speedy justice
must be ensured for the
family. He added that the
amended POCSO Act has
provisions for giving
death penalty to perpetra-
tors of sexual crimes
against children.

activists compare incident to Hathras case, seek swift justice

dent Aishe Ghosh said that
dalit women are doubly op-
pressed. “We live in a politi-
cal environment in which
caste is being reinstated into
our social order with its
former vigour.”

All India Students’ Asso-
ciation Delhi vice-president
Madhurima Kundu said: “In-
dia witnessed how the Hath-
ras accused were shielded
by the RSS-BJP. Delhi Police,
which is under Amit Shah
has failed to ensure the safe-
ty and security of women in
the Capital.”

Inmate found
dead in Tihar

jail, 2 injured

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

A 29-year-old gangster was
found dead and two others
were injured inside Tihar
jail on Wednesday. A magis-
terial inquiry has been in-
itiated, police said.

Ankit Gujjar, a resident
of Baghpat, was lodged in
Tihar jail number three on
charges of murder and cri-
minal conspiracy. He was
found dead on the jail dis-
pensary’s bed. Two cell
mates of the deceased: Gur-
preet Singh (22) and Gur-
jeet Singh (22), were found
injured. They are undergo-
ing treatment at Deen
Dayal Upadhyay Hospital.

Ankit’s family members
alleged that he was mur-
dered by the jail officials
following a quarrel.

A ND-NDE
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FREE FOODGRAIN DISTRIBUTION

under

PRADHAN MANTRI
GARIB KALYAN ANNA YOJANA

INTERACTION WITH BENEFICIARIES

(via video conferencing)
by

Narendra Modi

Watch the
live telecast at

https://pmevents.ncog.gov.in

DD National/Uttar Pradesh
Youtube.com/dduttarpradesh

Prime Minister

in august presence of

¢

° 3 CMOUtarpadesh
arpraaes
Yogi Adityanath  cHotca
Chief Minister, Uttar Pradesh
Date : 5" August, 2021 | Time : 1:00 PM
A
@
Free foodgrain 5 kg wheat/rice Ration Free ration to around
distribution from per person distribution in 15 crore beneficiaries
80,000 fair price shops every month 25 kg sturdy bags in the state

Modi Ji
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WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY

NGINEERING DEPARTMENT
OPEN TENDER, Date: 02.08.2021
E-tender on behalf of the president of
India acting through Sr. Divisional
Engineer (Co-ordination), Divisional
Railway Manager (Works), West
Central Railway, Jabalpur for the
following works: - NIT No. - DRMW-
JBP-76-2021, Name of work with
location - New Katni- Augmentation of
facilities for homing of 03 phase loco at
Electric Loco Shed. Part-A:
Enhancement of Light repair and
Heavy repair bay at Katni end. Part B:
Fire Hydrant System. Approx cost of
the work (Rs.) - 7,94,12,371/-,
Earnest Money (In Rs.) - 0.00
Completion period - 24 months, Last
date & Time for submission of
tender (Up to 15.00 Hrs. On) - 31
08.2021, Tender to be opened at
15:15 Hrs on - 31.08.2021, The
complete information of the above “e-
tender is available on website
"https://ireps.gov.in" and also placed
on notice board of the Divisional
Railway Manager (Works) Office, West
Central Railway, Jabalpur. Tenders
other than in the form of e-bids shall not

be accepted against above tenders.
Divisional Railway Manager(Works)
West Central Railway, Jabalpur

I Fam, SN & H9R P YRR R |

U.P. POWER TRANSMIS-
SION CORPORATION LTD.
E-Tender Notice Online e-Bids
are invited for “Supply of
2600 MT Lattice Type Main
& Auxiliary Galvanized Sub-
station Structures” against
Tender Specn. No. ESD-581.
E-tender has been upload-
ed on dated 03.08.2021 on
https://etender.up.nic.in.
EMD Cost for the tender is
Rs. 11.05 Lacs which is valid
for 06 months. Tender Fee
of Rs. 11,800.00 will be de-
posited through RTGS/NEFT.
Last date for submission of
tender is 06.09.2021 at 12.30
Hrs and opening of part-l is
07.09.2021 at 15.30 Hrs. To-
tal Quantity for supply, tender
specification and other terms
and conditions is as per ten-
der document available on the
E-tender portal. Undersigned
reserve the right to cancel the
e-Bids without assigning any
reason. Corrigendum, Adden-
dum, Extension if any shall be
uploaded only on the above
website. Bidders are advised
to visit the website regularly
for updated information from
time to time. Superintending
Engineer, ESDC-II, 13th floor,
Shakti Bhawan Extn. UPPT-
CL, Lucknow.

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 35 25 Timings
Safdarjang 35 25 pELHI
Palam 34 27
THURSDAY, AUG. 05
Delhi Palam Today RISE 05:46 SET 19:10
35°C Warm and humid day RISE 02:27 SET 16:56
with partly cloudy sky and light  gripay, auc. 06
to moderate winds. Short RISE 05:46 SET 19:09
spells of rain may occur. RISE 03.18 SET 17.48
SATURDAY, AUG. 07
Delhi Palam Tomorrow RISE 05:47 SET 19:08
34°C Few spells of light rain RISE 04:13 SET 18:35
and thunderstorm at some
places with cloudy sky. Day
would remain warm and
humid.
© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.

physical description is as under:-
Age 20 Years, Height:
Complexion Fair,

ANANYA
ADHIKARI

salwar & blue colour shoes in feet.

cic@cbi.gov.in or Website: http://cbi.nic.in

Phone:

011-24368638, 24368641
Fax No. 011-24368639
DP/603/ED/2021

SEARCH FOR MISSING

General public is hereby informed thata
female (depicted in the photo), Namely :
Ananya Adhikari W/o Kiran Shaha R/o
S-217, Pandav Nagar, Delhi has been
missing since 14.07.2021 from her
house. Inthis regard a case vide DD No.
76Adated 14.07.2021 has been lodged
at Police Station Mandawali, Delhi. Her

5’3",

Face: Round,
Built: Medium, Wearing : Brown colour suit and green colour

Any person having any information/Clue about this missing
female, may inform SHO, Mandawali, Delhi at E-mail Id —

SHO

P.S. Mandawali, Delhi
East Distt., Delhi
Ph. No. 011-22720808, 22720809

Tabligh case:
HC seeks
status report

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has
sought a detailed status re-
port from Delhi Police on
petitions by several Indian

nationals seeking quashing

of FIRs and criminal pro-
ceedings initiated against
them for housing foreign-
ers who attended the reli-
gious congregation at Ta-
blighi Jamaat centre in
Nizamuddin last year alleg-
edly in violation of CO-
VID-19 norms.

Justice Mukta Gupta said
the status report has to in-
dicate the role of each ac-
cused as well as the dura-
tion of the stay of the
foreigners.

L \7 |

Priyanka Kumari

asunder:

Sandals.
inform P.S. GandhiNagar, Delhi.

Web: http://cbi.nic.in, Email: cic@cbi.gov.in
Ph.: 011-24368638/24368641, Fax: 011-24368639

DP/518/SHD/2021

EAR FOR MISSIN

General public is hereby informed that a
female namely Priyanka Kumari, D/o:
Bhushan, R/o: H.No. 9/2775, Gali No. 03,
Chanderpuri, Kailash Nagar, Gandhi Nagar,
Delhi has been missing since 27.07.2021
from the area of P.S. Gandhi Nagar, Delhi. In
this regard DD No. 57A dated 27.07.2021
has been lodged at Police Station Gandhi
Nagar, Delhi. The description of missing girl is

Mani

Name: Priyanka Kumari, Age: 20 Years, Height: 5’, Built:
Thin, Face: Oval, Complexion: Shallow, Wearing: Violet
Colour Suit, Sky Blue Colour Pant and Black Colour

If anyone has any information about this missing girl please

SHO

Police Station, Gandhi Nagar, Delhi
Ph: 011-22072761, 7065036024

CLASSIFIEDS MART

EDUCATIONAL

Approved by AICTE
nd affili
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GS FOUNDATION BATCH

GUARANTEED
PRELIMS & MAINS

LEGAL AGREEMENT FOR GUARANTEED PRELIMS

* START FROM BASICS TO TOP LEVEL

* NCERT CLASSES
* DAILY ANSWER WRITING

* DAILY PRELIMS PRACTICE QUESTIONS
* DIRECT INTERACTION WITH TEACHER
53/6, 2ND FLOOR, RAJINDER NAGAR

OF TECHNOLOGY

AND MANAGEMENT

GREATER NOIDA

BTECH.

COMPUTER SCIENCE & ENGINEERING
WITH SPECIALIZATIONS

[R8 SCHOLARSHIPS UPTO 100%

For
Sports
persons

For
Wards of Defence
Personnel

For
Meritorious
Students

FEE : 47,40[]/ = Per Semester
ADMISSION OPEN

ENGLISH
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MEDIUM

CALL : 9210065395

www.kccitm.edu.in
SITUATION VACANT

$99101-33084

A Unit of Pawan Education

Divakar Academy

Sfor Civil Services

SOCIOLOGY

FOUNDATION

BATCH

ANONYMOUS EDUCATORS

lack of fund in this corona time? Join us?

Chandravati College Of Edu.

Tauru, Distt.-Nuh (HR), (M.D.U., Rohtak)
chandrawaticollegeofedu.123@gmail.com

IAS/IPS-Foundation Batch

Are uKilling ur dream due to REQUIRED

® Principal

 Perspective in Education-3

* Pedgogy Subjects (Science,
Mathematics, Eng., Social Sci.,

J(11) Foundation Batch IT{
personal guidance of (YT S

[FeATURES|

*For Undergraduates

*Only Live class

*Monthly Fees

*Cheap and best

*Judge us before joining

*3 demo class free - Registration
for new batch starts

moBILE: @ 9465192484
Branches: Ludhiana, Chandigarh, Delhi

starts J9" AUG.

www.divakaracademyforcivilservices.com

94358 00907

Just
Rs 2500
PM

99907 88811

53/4, 1* Floor, ORN, Delhi-60

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given on behalf of Axis Bank Ltd that Mrs. Veena Jethani
intend to purchase & mortgage the Property bearing No. 32, area measuring
126 sq. mtrs., situated at Block ND, Pitampura, Delhi with our client Axis Bank
Ltd. against the financial assistance. Whereas, Mr. Sudarshan Kumar Nayyar
Slo Bhim Singh Nayyar had acquired the said property by way of Conveyance
Deed dt. 23.07.1993 and after his death, his son Mr. Rajeev Nayyar got the
rights of the said property by way of Relinquishment Deed dt.
08.07.2021/12.07.2021 executed by other Legal heirs of Late Surdarshan
Kumar Nayyar, without obtaining SMC from the authority. Now, Mr. Rajeev
Nayyar intends to sell the said floor to Mrs. Veena Jethani.
If any person(s) having objection regarding ownership or regarding mortgage of
the said property is/are requested to intimate in writing to undersigned within 10
days from the date of issue of this notice at below address. In the event no
information is received within 10 days from date hereof, our Clienti.e. Axis Bank
Ltd. will proceed with the mortgage process.

DEEPJYOT SINGH, ADVOCATE

A-13, LGF, South Extn-Il, New Delhi-49 # 011-26262610, 11, 12

Notice is hereby given on behalf of Axis Bank Ltd that Mr. Mohit Shukla intends
to purchase & mortgage the Plot No. 10 A/183, admeasuring 235.80 Sq. mtrs.
situated at Sector-10 A, Vasundhara, Ghaziabad, U.P., with our client Axis
Bank Ltd against the financial assistance. Whereas, Mr. Anup Singh S/o Late
Shyodayal Singh had acquired the same by way of Sale Deed dt. 20.04.2005-
23.04.2005 and after his death, his legal heirs Mr. Omvir Singh, Mr. Dharamvir
Singh, Mr. Sukhbir Singh, Mr. Ashok Kumar, Mr. Subhash Chandra (All sons),
Mrs. Angoori, Mrs. Dharamvati, Mrs. Kavita and Mrs. Geeta (all daughters) (as
per Surviving Member Certificate) claims ownership of above said property
as per Hindu Succession Act as well as on the basis of Mutation Letter dt.
02.01.2015issued by UPAVP. Now Mr. Omvir Singh & others intend to sell the
said property to Mr. Mohit Shukla.

Ifany person(s) having objection regarding ownership or regarding mortgage of
the said property is/are requested to intimate in writing to undersigned within 15
days from the date of issue of this notice at below address. In the event no
information is received within 15 days from date hereof, our Client i.e. Axis Bank
Ltd. will proceed with the mortgage process.

DEEPJYOT SINGH, ADVOCATE
A-13, LGF, South Extn-Il, New Delhi-49 # 011-26262610, 11, 12

Commerce, Hindi and SKT
© Health & Phy. Education
* Fine Arts.
o Performing Arts(Music/Dance)

Non-Teaching- Librarian, Office-Cum-
Accountant Asstt./Clerk-cum-Typist,
Technical Asstt./ Computer operator,
Attendant (lib/Lab), Mali, Peon, Store-
Keeper, Safai-Karamchari

Qualification & salary as per NCTE/ State
Govt. MDU Norms. Send one copy of
Resume to College and one copy to the
D.C.D.C., MDU Rohtak within 21 days
from date of advt.

Chairman
9812212402, 8684074535
TENDERS

Tenders are invited for the Website
Development of Army Public School
Agartala. We invite online submission
from credible website development firms
to design, develop and maintain our
School Website.

Strict compliance with VAPT done at code
level and development should be done
in APS.net/PHP/MVC. The firm should get
registered and in website development
business from last 5 years or more.

A proposal can be sent on our official
mail address, apsagartala@awesindia.edu.in,
latest by 14th Aug 2021, along with the cover
letter.

Sd/-

Principal

Army Public School Agartala

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

1, UROOBA Siddiqui D/O Amir Khus-
ro, R/O N-8 Sailing Club Road, Bat-
la House, Jamia Nagar, New Delhi-
110025 hereby declares that | have
changed my name from Uroba Siddiqu
to Urooba Siddiqui.

PERSONAL
CHANGE OF NAME

I, Anmol Bhatia D/o Harvinder Singh
Bhatia R/o 176 Sukhdev vihar New
Delhi 25 have changed my name to
Anmol Kaur Bhatia

THE#2 HINDU
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

SOUTH EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY

maintenance activities of PSI assets
E-Tender Notice » Date: 02.08.2021
Tender MNotice No. TRD_NGP_
Tender_21-22_17, dated 22.07.2021,
Name of the Work: Outsourcing of
preventive maintenance activities of
PS5l assets in G-JBP section for a
period of 24 months in SEC Rallway.
Tender Cost: ¥ 138,64, 462/-, Last
date of submission of electronic
offer (online); 23.08.2021 at 15.00
Hrs. For the above Tender. please
visit website www.ireps.gov.in for
further details

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer({Tr-D),
IP/36/73 S.E.C. Rly., Nagpur.

Ciean India Drive

Govt. caps RT-PCR price at pvt. labs

Maximum rate slashed to I500; for home collection of samples, it is X700

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government on
Wednesday reduced the max-
imum rates private labs can
charge for RT-PCR tests for
COVID-19. The rates have
been reduced to ¥500, when a
person gives the sample at a
centre and to 700 for home
collection of samples, com-
pared to earlier rates of T800
and 1,200 respectively.

“All labs/hospitals will dis-
play the revised rates at a pro-
minent place latest within 24
hours of this order. This order
comes into effect immediately
and is for strict compliance by
all concerned,” read the order
issued by Bhupinder S. Bhal-
la, Additional Chief Secretary
(Health & Family Welfare).

The maximum rate the go-
vernment pays to private labs,
when samples collected by
government centres are sent
to private labs for testing, has

COVID-19 testing in progress
at a centre in Majlis Park.
= SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

also been reduced to I300
from Z800.

“Delhi govt. drastically re-
duces corona test rates. This
will help the common man
[sic],” Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal said in a tweet.

Chetan Kohli, Chief Operat-
ing Officer of Genestrings
Diagnostics, said that the
price cap may affect the labs’
ability to manage costs.

“Subsidised rates will en-
sure more people can afford
RT-PCR tests but the price cap
may affect the labs’ ability to
manage costs that entails kits
and consumables, as well as
manpower, logistics etc. The
older price was fair and affor-
dable with a decent incentive
for smaller labs to continue in-
vesting further in enhancing
their capacity. Hence, in hind-
sight this price reduction may
hurt the overall need to en-
hance capacity,” he said.

More vaccinations
The number of daily COVID-19
vaccine doses administered in
the city has increased for the
second consecutive day, as
per government data.

A total of 95,063 doses of
vaccine were administered in
the city on Tuesday, com-
pared to 91,100 doses on Mon-
day, as per a bulletin released
by the Delhi government on

Tuesday. But it is still less than
the end of June when 1.5 to 2
lakh people were vaccinated
daily on several days.

The vaccine stock of the ci-
ty on Wednesday morning
would last for four days and
there were 3,50,930 doses of
Covishield and 3,75,110 doses
of Covaxin, as per the data.
Till now, 1,02,95,389 doses of
vaccines have been adminis-
tered in the city, as per the
bulletin.

67 new cases

The city reported 67 new CO-
VID-19 cases in the past 24
hours, taking the total cases
to 14,36,518. There was no
death reported and the total
number of deaths stood at
25,058. A total of 72,965 tests
were done in a day and the
TPR was 0.09%. Of the total
cases, 14,10,947 people have
recovered and there are only
513 active cases.

Lack of clarity on butter stock of oxygen: HC

‘Centre’s status report does not indicate that buffer stock is actually for Delhi’s use’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday remarked there
was lack of clarity on the
steps taken by the Centre for
setting up buffer stock of li-
quid medical oxygen (LMO)
in the Capital to deal with
the COVID-19 pandemic even
as a third wave is
anticipated.

“Today the situation may
look fine but then everyone
saw what happened in April-
May. There is no escape from
this [buffer stock of LMO].
This is like insurance,” the
Bench of Justice Vipin Sang-
hi and Justice Jasmeet Singh
said.

The Bench said the status
report filed by the Centre
does not indicate that buffer

stock of LMO is actually
created for the use of Delhi
and it only talks of enhance-
ment of oxygen storage ca-
pacity here.

In April, the Supreme
Court had directed the
Centre and the Delhi govern-
ment to create appropriate
buffer stock of LMO in the
Capital.

Reminding the govern-

ment of the top court’s or-
der, the Bench said, “Crea-
tion of buffer stock cannot
happen in a week or two.
You will need to first install
necessary infrastructure for
that.”

The court was hearing va-
rious issues related to the
COVID-19 crisis. It will hear
the petition again on August
23.

Date: 3rd August, 2021

(“the Works”)

Subject Contract;

Er. Arvind Sharma
Executive Engineer, Solan

Phone number - 94184-57075
Himachal Pradesh India
Fax-01792-223811

email ID - ge-sol-hp@nic.in

Demand Draft.

Solan, Himachal Pradesh, India.

drafttowards cost of bidding document.
7. Deliveryourbid
. tothe address above

Executive Engineer, Solan, HPPWD
Forand on behalf of:

ChiefEngineer, ShimlaZone

Himachal Pradesh, India

Invitation for Bids No.: NO.PWD/07/R2/2021-22-

Office of the Chief Engineer, Shimla Zone
Public Works Department, Government of Himachal Pradesh, Shimla

[On the Letterhead of the employer]

Loan No. and Title: Loan No. 3573 IND/ Himachal Pradesh Skill Development Project.

Contract Package No. and Title: PWD/07/R2/; Construction of Model Career Centre (MCC) building at Solan H.P. (SH:- C/o Main

Building including Water Supply and Sanitary Installation, Septic Tank, Site Development, Rain Harvesting Tank, Ground water

recharging pit, Retaining wall and Boundary wall, Environment Component, Site Barricading etc.)

Deadline for Submission of Bids is 10" September, 2021 at 11:00 hrs (IST)

1. The India has received the financing from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) toward the cost of “Himachal Pradesh Skill
Development Project”. Part of this financing will be used for payments under the Contract Package named above. Bidding is
open to Bidders from eligible source countries of the ADB.

2. The “Public Works Department, Government of Himachal Pradesh, represented by Chief Engineer, Shimla Zone, Shimla” (“the
Employer”) invites sealed bids from eligible Bidders for the Construction of Model Career Centre (MCC) building at Solan. H.P.
(SH:- Clo Main Building including Water Supply and Sanitary Installation, Septic Tank, Site Development, Rain Harvesting Tank,
Ground water recharging pit, Retaining wall and Boundary wall, Environment Component, Site Barricading etc.)in all respect

3. National competitive bidding will be conducted in accordance with ADB's Single-stage: Two-Envelope procedure andisopento a | |
Bidders from eligible countries as described in the Bidding Document.
4. Onlyeligible Bidders with the following key qualifications should participate in this bidding:
a) Participation in at least one contract that has been successfully or substantially completed within the last five financial years
and thatis similar to the proposed works, where the value of the Bidder's participation exceeds INR18 million (INR 1.8 Crore);
b) Minimum average annual construction turnover of INR48 million (INR 4.8 Crore), calculated as total certified payments
received for contracts in progress or completed, within the last three (3) years; financial.
c) Has financial resources to meet its current contract commitments, plus INR3million (INR 30 Lakh) requirements for the

d) Meets other Personnel and Equipment requirements as stipulated in the Bidding Document.
However for complete eligibility and qualification requirements, bid document should be referred.
5. Toobtain further information and inspect the bidding documents, Bidders should contact:Attention:

Himachal Pradesh Public Works Department (HPPWD)

APre-bid meeting shall take place on 24" August, 2021 at 03:00 PM hrs (IST), at the address stated above.
6. To purchase the bidding documents in English language, eligible Bidders should write or visit at the office of the Employer at
address stated above and pay a nonrefundable fee of INR 5,000 towards the cost of bidding document in the form of Bank

In case of written request, the document will be sent by post/ courier and no liability will be accepted for loss or late delivery.
The Bidders who wish to receive the bidding document by post/courier shall have to pay an additional amount of INR 3,000 for
delivery within India, or USD 250 for delivery outside India. The method of payment will be through bank demand draft payable at

The eligible bidders may otherwise download the bidding document in English language from the
websitehttp://hppwd.hp.gov.inftenders; such bidders shall be required to submit INR 5,000 with their bid in the form of Bank demand

. onorbefore the deadline: 10" September, 2021at 11:00 hrs (IST)
° Together with a Bid Security as described in the Bidding Document.
8. Bids will be opened on 10th September, 2021 at 11:30 hrs (IST) in the presence of Bidders' representatives who choose to attend.

Public Works Department, Government of Himachal Pradesh, Shimla

HIM SUCHANA AVAM JAN SAMPARK
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DONATE EYES-GIFT SIGHT

HP /3044/21-22

[®] NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

E-Tendering Notice
Divisional Railway Manager
{Electrical) Morth Eastern Railway,
Varanasi for and on behalf of President
of India, invites Online (E-Tendering)
"open tender ™ for the following work,
SL No. - (1) Tender reference No.
E-Teoder-L-08-21-22, Nume of Wiork :
1} Manduadih:- Provision of 11 KV HT
VOB it TL Depot and MUY ( 1st Entry)
Sub Sutions, (i) At Manduadibh:-
Improvement 1o circulating area, Civil
work melated o imstallaton of i
platform  fencing apron and other
Improvement works.  Approx. Cost (in
Rs.): ¥ 58K1192.18, Completion period :
1200 Days, . Date & Time of closing
Tender : 26.08.21, 15:00 Hrs., Date &
Time of Opening of Tender : 26,0821,
15:30Hrs,,

* Full detsils of E-Tendering shall
be seen in Website www.ireps:gov.in.
Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer/Getneral,
CPROVEL-29  NE. Railway, Varanasi
Abaut any passenger amenity complain
SMS an Mohile No, 09T04R45055

"Mever travel on rosl and Tool boards"

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
No. PW-DPD-CB-Tender/2021:11387-89
The Executive Engineer Dharampur Division, HPPWD Dharampur Distt. Mandi (H.P) on behalf of

Governor of HP invite the item rate bids in electronics tendering system from the eligible class of
contractors registered with HPPWD for the work as detailed in the table.

Dated:-02/08/2021

Sr. |Name of work Estimated |Earnest |Starting date | Deadline for|Time
No. Cost Money |of download- | submission |Period
(InRs.) (InRs.) |-ing bid of bid .

1. |R/R Damage on 598,650/~ | 12,000/~ (12/08/2021 |19/08/2021 |Two
Dharampur to Gorat via Months
Banwar Km 0/0 to 5/0 (SH: C/O Cause way at RD 2/300)

2. |C/0 17.00 Mtr span bridge |5,98,146/- | 12,000/ |12/08/2021 19/08/2021 |Two
at RD 1/880 over Padhar Months
Kathali darkhu Road km 0/00 to 3/00 (SH; C/O PCC Abutment & Bed Block)

3. |R/R Damage on Sarkaghat |5,42,992/- | 11,000/~ |12/08/2021 19/08/2021 |Two
Tihra Sandhole Road km Months
59/00 to 101/00 (SH: C/O Riwall at RD 68/510 to 68/542)

4. |AR & M/Rest House at ~ |21,67,660/- | 40,500/ |12/08/2021 | 19/08/2021 |Two
Dharampur (SH: Additional Months
Accomodations)

The bidder are advised to note other details of tender from the department website

www.hptender.gov.in

HP/3049/21-22

Executive Engineer,
Dharampur Division,
HP.PWD, Dharampur,
Distt: Mandi (H.P).

e-tending process :-

HIMACHAL PRADESH
JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Division, Baggi invites tenders on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh from approved eligible contractors for the following works(s) through

Sr. Name of Work E/Cost Earnest | Time
No Money limit
1. | Improvement of Balh Valley (Right Bank) Medium Irrigation Project Zone No. 4 to 8 in Tehsil Balh District Mandi (HP). (SH:- Zone 4 : | Rs. Rs. Three

C/O Desilting Tank, Repair of pump House , S/E of Pumping Machinery for R/Main -I, for R/Main-II & for R/Main -IIl, L/J & testing of | 16,51,00,540/- | 16,51,100/-| Years

R/Main GMS of 100,125, 150mm dia , Anchor Block,C/O 2 Nos RCC Main delivery Tanks of 20000 ltrs cap., P/L of HDPE pipes of
various dia, C/O 39 Nos out let chambers and Automation system. Zone 5 : C/O Desilting Tank, Repair of pump House , C/O New
pump house , S/E of Pumping Machinery for R/Main -I, for R"Main-II for R/Main -IIl for R/Main -1V L/J & testing of RIMain GMS of
125mm dia & P/L/J MSERW pipe of 300,250mm dia , Anchor Block,C/O 2 Nos RCC Main delivery Tanks of 30000 Itrs cap., P/L of
HDPE pipes of various dia, C/O 140 Nos out let chambers and Automation system. Zone 6 : C/O Desilting Tank, Reapir of pump
House , S/E of Pumping Machinery for R/Main -I, R/Main-Il & R/Main -l , L/J & testing of R/Main of GMS 125, 150mm dia & P/L/J
MSERW pipe of 350mm dia , Anchor Block, C/O 3Nos RCC Main delivery Tanks of 10000,30000, 70000 ltrs cap., P/L of HDPE pipes
of various dia, C/O 252 Nos out let chambers and Automation system. Zone 7 : C/O Sump well 200000 ltrs Cap., Desilting Tank,
Repair of pump House , S/E of Pumping Machinery, L/J & testing of R/Main of GMS 125 dia , P/L of HDPE pipes of various dia, C/O
76 Nos out let chambers and Automation system. Zone No. 8 C/O Desilting Tank, Repair of pump House , S/E of Pumping
Machinery for R/Main -1, R/Main-Il & R/Main -lll, L/J & testing of R/IMain GMS of 125mm dia & P/L/J MSERW pipe of 300, 200mm
dia , Anchor Block, C/O 2 Nos RCC Main delivery Tanks of 20000 ltrs cap., P/L of HDPE pipes of various dia, C/O 197 Nos out let
chambers and Automation system.

upto the date specified above.

HP/3030/21-22

Last date of filling/uploading the tender through e-tendering: 17/08/2021 upto 05.00PM.
The tender form and other detail and condition can be obtained from the website https://hptenders.gov.in or from office of Jal Shakti Division Baggi

HIM SUCHNA AVAM JANSAMPARK

Executive Engineer,
Jal Shakti Division, Baggi.

CcM
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Maiden mdlgenousalrcraft carrier begins trials

Itis expected to
join Navy as INS
Vikrant next year

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The much-awaited sea trials
of the country’s maiden indi-
genous aircraft carrier
(IAC-1), built by the public
sector Cochin Shipyard Ltd
(CSL), began here on
Wednesday.

The 40,000-tonne behe-
moth, whose keel-laying was
done in 20009, is expected to
join the Navy as INS Vikrant
late next year.

Its induction will give a fil-
lip to the ‘sea control’ capa-
bilities of the Navy in the In-
dian Ocean Region, a theatre
of growing geostrategic com-
petition. The Navy at present
operates one aircraft carrier,
INS Vikramaditya.

Friend held
for teenager’s
murder

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD
A ‘friend” has allegedly
emerged as the killer of an
18-year-old girl in the Alwal
police station area of Cybe-
rabad here on Wednesday.
The police picked up
Deepak Nayakar, 19, from
the Secunderabad railway
station area. During inter-
rogation, Nayakar admit-
ted to have strangled the
teenager to death with her
chunni at an isolated place
off a railway track. “Dee-
pak claimed that the girl,
with whom he had been
moving closely for 18
months, had been pressur-
ing him to marry her,” Pet-
basheerabad Assistant
Commissioner of Police
V.V.S. Ramalinga Raju said.
The accused told the
police that he had no plans
of marrying her and had
rejected her proposal.

Time for drill: Aircraft carrier IAC-1 leaving for trials off Kochi on Wednesday. =inpian navy

At sea, the IAC-1 will have
its propulsion plants put to
rigorous testing in addition
to the trials of various naviga-
tion, communication and
hull equipment. Once the

equipment calibration is
done, the successive stages
in the year-long trials will
witness flight trials followed
by weapon trials.

“It is a red-letter day for

Indian shipbuilding industry.
Significant capabilities have
been developed by the CSL
in areas of ship design, con-
struction and network inte-
gration,” said Madhu S. Nair,

29 Ministers inducted
into Karnataka Cabinet

Yediyurappa’s son BY. Vijayendra fails to find a place

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BENGALURU

A week after taking over as
Chief Minister of Karnataka,
Basavaraj Bommai on Wed-
nesday expanded his new
Cabinet by inducting 29
Ministers.

They were administered
the oath of office and secre-
cy by Governor Thaawar-
chand Gehlot at the Raj Bha-
van here.

The Chief Minister said al-
location of portfolios to the
new Ministers would be
done in a couple of days.

No Deputy CMs

In the Cabinet expansion,
which was seen as the first
challenge before the new
Chief Minister, Mr. Bommai
has by and large retained the
old faces, as 23 of them were

Governor Thaawarchand
Gehlot greeting Prabhu
Chavan, one of the new
Ministers. =K. MURALI KUMAR

Ministers in the previous
B.S. Yediyurappa Cabinet.
Six are new.

However, there are no De-
puty Chief Ministers in this
Cabinet, unlike in the pre-
vious Yediyurappa Ministry,

which had three.
Meanwhile, the BJP high
command seems to have not

agreed to the induction of

Mr. Yediyurappa’s younger
son and State BJP vice-presi-
dent B.Y. Vijayendra into the
Cabinet,
pressure from the party
strongman. “The national
president has spoken to Ye-
diyurappa and the national
general secretary in-charge
of Karnataka Arun Singh
spoke to Vijayendra perso-
nally... I can only say, Vi-
jayendra’s name is not in the
list today,” Mr. Bommai said
to a question.

Mr. Bommai, who was
elected leader of the BJP le-
gislature party last week fol-
lowing Mr. Yediyurappa's re-
signation, took oath as the
Chief Minister on July 28.

amid reports of :

CSL chairman and managing
director, on the commence-
ment of the sea trials.

The carrier construction
project was approved by the
Cabinet Committee on Se-
curity in 2002 and the con-
tract for the first phase of
construction was signed
with the CSL in 2007. While
the basic design of the IAC-1
was done by the Directorate
of Naval Design, the detailed
engineering, construction
and system integration were
done by the CSL. The project
cost nearly ¥20,000 crore.

Italian firm Fincantieri
helped in designing and sys-
tem integration and Russia in
developing the aviation com-
plex. But the project gave a
boost to indigenisation,
starting from the develop-
ment of warship-grade steel
for the ship’s hull construc-
tion to the development of a

large ancillary industry eco-
system.

Room for 30 aircraft

The IAC is equipped with
numerous high-end technol-
ogies, including network-
centric distributed data pro-
cessing and control systems,
and state-of-the-art weapons
such as the Barak LR-SAM
(longrange surface to air
missile) and sensors. It can
carry about 30 assorted air-
craft, including fighter jets
and helicopters, is capable of
a top speed of 28 knots and a
cruising speed of 18 knots
with an endurance of 7,500
nautical miles.

The ship, which is 262 m
long, has over 2,300 com-
partments and is designed to
have a complement of about
1,700 people with special-
ised cabins to accommodate
women officers.

Kerala HC expands
rape definition

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

A Division Bench of the Ker-
ala High Court on Wednes-
day held that the definition
of rape contained in Section
375 of the Indian Penal Code
will take in sexual assaults,
including the sexual acts
committed between thighs
of the victim.

The Bench led by Justice
K. Vinod Chandran, while
dealing with an appeal in a
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO)
case, observed that “Section
375 takes in sexual assaults
beyond penile penetration
into vagina, urethra, anus,
and mouth, the known orif-
ices in the human body to
which such penetration was
imaginably possible”.

The court further ob-
served that “any part of the
body of such woman, as
mentioned in Section 375(c)

The Kerala HC observation
came ina POCSO case.

of the Indian Penal Code,
brings within its ambit a pe-
nile sexual act committed
between the thighs held to-
gether, which do not qualify
to be called an orifice”.

The court said the defini-
tion of rape covered “any
manipulation of the body of
a woman in such a manner
as to simulate an effect, pro-
viding sexual gratification,
akin to penile penetration”.
When penetration was thus
made in between the thighs
held together, it would cer-
tainly amount to “rape” as
defined under Section 375
of the IPC, the court said.

' WEATHER WATCH

RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

: TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 17.00 HRS)
¢ Forecast for Thursday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isol- :
© ated places over Rajasthan, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Assam, :
: Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Jharkhand, Odisha, Mad- :
¢ hya Pradesh, central Maharashtra, Konkan & Goa and coastal :
¢ Karnataka. Thunderstorm with lightning likely at isolated places :
: over sub-Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim, Bihar and Odisha :

Loty RAIN  MAX  MIN
: Agartala............. 0.3...34.8...26.7
: Ahmedabad. .
¢ Aizawl.........
: Allahabad.... .
: Bengaluru ... X
: Bhopal............... .
: Bhubaneswar......... —-..31.6....26.2
: Chandigarh ........ 0.6....34.7....27.3
: Chennai .1....28.5
¢ Coimbatore. 6...22.4
: Dehradun.... 7...25.2
: Gangtok.. 2..17.7
Goa......... .5....24.2
Guwahati 9....27.2
: Hubballi...... ....26.0....22.0
: Hyderabad ...........—.... 31.5....23.6
Smphal...e. 20, 31.5....21.6
S Jaipur . 5 31.5....25.6
: Kochi o 8...29.2...24.0
: Kohima.... —...28.2....18.5
: Kolkata ..o 1....31.9....27.6

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

: Pollutants in the air you are breathing

CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE
112
A5 4.00 p.m., Narnaul,
.63 .1 Haryana recorded an
7
14 ..

: CImEs 50: NO:

: Ahmedabad..... .. 7 .15 21 .102
: Bengaluru....... .. 2 .44 145 .39
: Chennai.......... .. 5 .— .75 ...27
: Delhi ..o 27 108 .22 ..

¢ Hyderabad...... .. 2 .89 .17 ..

: Kolkata........... 11 .42 .57 ..120
¢ Lucknow........ 14 .12 .65 ...50
* Mumbai .. 28 .10 ..— ...63
: Pune.......... 33 .14 110 ...

: Visakhapatnam 11 .48 .48 ...46

© Air Quality Code: M Poor

81 ..

aTy RAIN  MAX :
Kozhikode...........c...... 20....30.8....23.4 :
Kurnool ... .34.1...25.7 ¢
Lucknow.. ..33.5...25.4 :
Madurai... .—...39.5...26.1
Mangaluru... ..28.0...23.0 :
Mumbai ... .19....30.4....25.8 :
Mysuru .. ....28.8...21.4 :
New Delhi —....35.2...25.4 :
Patna ...... —....29.6....27.2 :
Port Blair. 6...30.5....25.7 :
Puducherry .. —...37.2...26.3 :
Pune........ .6...296....21.9 :
Raipur —...32.5...24.4 :
Ranchi..... -...26.6....23.6 :
Shillong.... 2..27.0...17.7 :
Shimla..... .13...23.6....17.1 :
Srinagar 12...29.3....19.2 :
Thiruvananthapuram.. —...32.4...246 :
Tiruchi............. —...37.2...274
Vijayawada .. .36.7...27.2
Visakhapatnam ....39.0....27.6 :

Yesterday

In observation made at

94 ... overall air quality index
31 ™ (AQl) score of 222
indicating an unhealthy

=95 L level of pollution. In

.77 ... contrast, Shillong,

103 ... Meghalaya recorded a
72 healthy AQI score of 13

.97 ..

Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQl)

: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: and monuments.

: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

* reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

¢ lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
: death in people with heart or lung disease :

‘No farmers’ rally in Delhi on I-Day’

Samyukt Kisan
Morcha asks them
to carry out
‘tiranga yatras’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

There will be no programme
by protesting farm unions
within the national capital
on Independence Day, Sa-
myukt Kisan Morcha (SKM)
leaders said at a press confe-
rence on the Singhu border
protest site on Wednesday.
They will carry out rallies
carrying the National Flag in
block and district headquar-
ters, they said.

R-Day tractor rally

They were briefing journal-
ists on decisions taken at an
SKM general body meeting
on Tuesday. The announce-

Farmers during their protest at Singhu border. «riLe pHOTO

ment comes in the wake of
last week’s comments from
Bharatiya Kisan Union lead-
er Rakesh Tikait that a trac-
tor rally “is not a bad thing”,
indicating that such a parade
would be held on Delhi’s
roads on August 15. This had
given rise to concerns of a re-
peat of Republic Day, when a

tractor rally by farmers in
Delhi had spiralled out of
control and led to chaos and
violence.

“Let me be very clear. Sa-
myukt Kisan Morcha will not
enter Delhi on August 15,
there will be no programme
in the capital on Indepen-
dence Day,” said Rashtriya

‘U.P. govt. sabotaging BSP rallies’

COVID curbs are belng misused, says Mayawati

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LUCKNOW/BAREILLY

Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
leader Mayawati on Wednes-
day accused the BJP govern-
ment in Uttar Pradesh of mis-
using the COVID-19
restrictions to scuttle its
Brahmin outreach meetings,
claiming that the ruling par-
ty is rattled by their success.

Last month, the BSP —
which counts on Dalit votes
— began a series of “pra-
buddha varg sammelans”
(intellectuals’ meetings) to
woo the Brahmins ahead of
the next year’s Assembly
polls.

The Samajwadi Party also
appears set to launch a simi-
lar exercise.

After a “prabuddha sam-
melan” in Bareilly on Wed-
nesday, BSP national general
secretary  Satish ~ Misra

CM
K

BSP ch-ief Mayawati

claimed that both the Dalits
and the Brahmins are living
in fear in the State.

Meeting reporters, he also
said the party will not enter
into any alliance for the As-
sembly elections.

In Lucknow, Ms. Mayawati
charged that the BJP is mis-
using official machinery to
sabotage the BSP meetings.
She said her party has been
organising the meetings after
obtaining necessary clea-
rances but the authorities

»

are now trying to impose
“new conditions”. Ms. Maya-
wati said at some places the
district administrations have
been imposing restrictions
on the number of partici-
pants. “Not only the Brah-
mins but everyone can see
that for BJP leaders there is
no ban relating to the coro-
navirus protocol at any pro-
gramme,” she said.

Ms. Mayawati said cases
were registered against some
members of the Brahmin
community after a meeting
on Tuesday. Ms. Mayawati
said alarm bells are ringing
in the BJP after the “success”
of these meetings. “It is clear
since they have now started
the open misuse of official
machinery to check these
programmes.” She said such
tactics would not deter her

party.

Kisan Mahasangh leader Ab-
himanyu Kohar at the press
conference.

SKM urged farmers to car-
ry out “tiranga yatras” at the
tehsil, block and district le-
vels between 11 a.m. and 1
p-m. on August 15, tying the
National Flag to tractors, cy-
cles and other vehicles.

With regard to the BJP’s
own ‘tiranga yatra’ in Harya-
na, SKM reiterated its deci-
sion not to oppose it, alth-
ough the protesting farmers
had been boycotting all oth-
er events of the ruling party
for several months. “We
have all respect for the Na-
tional Flag and we do not
want to give the BJP any fod-
der for propaganda that the
farmers have disrespected
the flag. So we will not op-
pose their yatra,” said Ravi
Azad, a BKU leader from Ha-
ryana.

Assam exempts
Gurkhas from
casesin FTs

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The Himanta Biswas Sarma
government decided that
there will be no new cases
registered against the
Gurkha community in the
State at the Foreigners’ Tri-
bunals. All cases registered
so far would also be with-
drawn, the State Cabinet
decided on Wednesday.

Cases at the Foreigners’
Tribunals are pending
against scores of Gurkha
people, many of whom
have been excluded from
the National Register of
Citizens.

Among other decisions
taken by the Cabinet, land
deed provided to the indi-
genous landless people will
be myadi pattas from the
day of allotment.

Tea planters in Assam
flag dipping prices

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

A 38 hike in the daily cash
wage of labourers has been
a major factor in price reali-
sation of tea declining mark-
edly below the cost of pro-
duction, a tea planters’
body has said.

The North Eastern Tea
Association (NETA) on Wed-
nesday said the tea industry
was struggling for survival
due to an 18% dip in the
price realisation of tea com-
pared to that in 2020.

“The price realisation of
tea has gone down by ¥44.19
per kg in a year while the
cost of production has gone
up due to the hike in wages
and increase in the cost of
inputs such as fertilizers,
pesticides, diesel, natural
gas, coal and transporta-

tion,” NETA adviser Bidya-
nanda Borkakoty said.

The cost of production of
processed tea had gone up
by %25 a kg. The daily cash
wage hike from 167 to 3205
and a %7 increase in input
costs led to a “negative im-
pact” on the industry to the
tune of ¥76 per kg of pro-
cessed tea, he said. Accord-
ing to the Guwahati Tea Auc-
tion Centre, the average
price realisation of CTC tea
from April to July this year
was 3208.02 per kg, down
by 44.19 from 3252.21 per
kg during the same period
in 2020.

“Only about 9% teas have
fetched above ¥300 a kg and
about 51% of teas have got
sold below 3200 per kg,”
NETA chairman Sunil Jallan
said.

TMC wants me to head
Assam unit: Akhil Gogoi

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI
Raijor Dal president and
Sibsagar MLA Akhil Gogoi
said the Trinamool Con-
gress has offered him the
leadership of the party in
Assam.

He said West Bengal CM

Mamata Banerjee had invit-

TO ADVERTISE
PLEASE CONTACT

Mr. N SELVA KUMAR

ed him to Kolkata after he
was released from jail on Ju-
ly 1. “I have visited Kolkata
twice since and met her.
The TMC wants me to be-
come the president of its As-
sam unit. We have not given
any commitment,” he said.

PH: 9820350726

selvakumar.n@thehindu.co.in
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UTTARAKHAND POWER CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Govt. of Uttarakhand Undertaking) CIN No. U40109UP2001SGC025867/2358

Victoria Cross Vijeyta Gabar Singh Urja Bhawan, Kanwali Road, Dehradun - 248001
Telephone-(0135)2763672-76, Fax-(0135)2760289 Website: www.uktenders.gov.in
298/EE(CM)/UPCL/A-2 CORRIGENDUM TO E-TENDER NOTICE (NIT)

TENDER SPECIFICATION NO. CCP-11/6/2021-2022
In reference to this office e-tender invited previously by this office are hereby extended due to unavoidable

Date: 03.08.2021

MAAT for best Cost of
Sl Estimated| three years out |Eamest|  tender
No. Name of Work Cost of lastfive | Money| document
(%) financial years including GST
(in ®.) (in%.)

Construction of 33/11 kV, 2x5 MVA Substation

1 and its associated 33 kV LILO line (2x0.6 km.) at| 4.115 6.172 8.229 17700

" |Vill-Satyon, Block-Lamgara, Distt. Almora| Crore Crore Lakh

including civil work on turnkey basis

Last date & time of online request for tender and submission of tender
in online & offline mode

23.08.2021 upto 17:00 hrs

Date of opening of Part-l of tender in online & offline mode

24.08.2021 at 15:30 hrs

our website www.uktenders.gov.in

Other terms and conditions will remain same as per original e-tender notice. For further details, please visit

Superintending Engineer, Corporate (C&P-ll)

SAVE ELECTRICITY IN THE INTEREST OF THE NATION. Use LED Bulb, Save Electricity (Toll Free No. 1912).

" Pay Electricity Bill online 24x7 from www.upcl.org" (for information on Electricity Theft, informer may
report to Toll Free No. 18001804185/Fax No. 0135-2760911)
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Over the borderline

A people-oriented approach facilitated by the
Centre can help resolve Assam-Mizoram row

he drawing down of tensions between Assam and
TMizoram, at least at the leadership level, with the

respective governments announcing the withdra-
wal of FIRs against the Chief Minister of Assam and a
Rajya Sabha MP from Mizoram, among other steps,
comes as a great relief. These actions followed the
deaths of six policemen and a civilian from Assam in a
violent gunfight in the border town of Vairengte in Miz-

A language ladder for an education roadblock

The dreams of many Indian students seeking to pursue professional courses in their mother tongue can be realised

M. VENKAIAH NAIDU

very great change starts with
E a revolutionary step. The re-
cent decision of 14 engineer-
ing colleges across eight States to
offer courses in regional languages
in select branches from the new

academic year (https://

Interestingly, in a survey con-
ducted by the AICTE in February
this year, of over 83,000 students,
nearly 44% students voted in fa-
vour of studying engineering in
their mother tongue, underscor-
ing a critical need in technical edu-
cation.

The progressive and visionary
NEP 2020 champions education in
one’s mother tongue right from
the primary school level — improv-
ing the learning outcomes of the
child and the development of his/
her cognitive faculties hinge upon
this.
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and colleges, while our own lan-
guages languish when it comes to

Canada showcases a sound ap-
proach to education, revealing a
picture of a country with linguistic
diversity. While English is the do-
minant medium of instruction in
most provinces, in Quebec, a pro-
vince with a majority French-
speaking population, French is the
medium of instruction in primary
and secondary education in many
schools, as also a number of un-
iversities.

In this global context, it is ironic
that India has an overwhelming
majority of professional courses
being taught in English. In science,

corrected.

A welcome development in this
regard is the collaboration bet-
ween the AICTE and IIT Madras to
translate SWAYAM’s courses in
eight regional languages such as
Tamil, Hindi, Telugu, Kannada,
Bengali, Marathi, Malayalam and
Gujarati. This will be a major boost
for engineering students and help
them transition more smoothly to
an English-dominated curriculum
in later years. We need more such
tech-led initiatives to really demo-
cratise higher education.

oram on July 26, which exacerbated an already fraught blt.ly/BISP_uma) marks a -hIStOI"lC Multl_ple studies have .prove-d technical and  professional engineering, _medlcme and lqw, Not. exclusivist ) o
o . . moment in the academic land- that children who learn in their courses. the situation is even bleaker, with  Laying the stress on instruction in
situation between the States. The retaliatory actions - . - . - . .
. . . . scape of the country on which mother tongue in their early, for- native language courses being the mother tongue is not exclusi-
such as filing FIRs against prominent representatives, at rests the future of succeeding mative years perform better than  Global practices practically non-existent. Fortu- vist in nature — as I often say, one

a time when locals in the Barak Valley in Assam had al-
ready imposed a blockade, disallowing trucks with es-
sential goods from entering Mizoram, seemed to indi-
cate that the States’ leaderships were throwing away
their scabbards, militating against their own moves to
restore calm. After all, the governments had taken the
right decision to withdraw their police forces from a
four-kilometre “disputed stretch” and let it be manned
by central paramilitary forces till a permanent solution
is found on the border question. But the “blockade”
and the damage caused to the only rail line connected
to Mizoram made matters tough, culminating in the Mi-
zo Bar Association filing a PIL before the Aizawl Bench
of the Gauhati High Court against the “economic block-
ade”. The Chief Ministers now seem committed to talks,
with Assam’s Himanta Biswa Sarma even suggesting
that his government will approach the Supreme Court
to find an amicable solution. Continuing talks without
recriminations is the only way out to tamp down ten-
sions between the two States.

The situation should never have come to this. What
began as a conflict between residents of the States in
the border area that is disputed between them,
morphed into a violent battle between police, with pa-
ramilitary forces doing little to control or halt this.
Their role in stopping the violence and securing the
peace in the border areas between the States will now
be paramount, even as the Assam government must
compel residents to avoid continuing the blockade. An
impartial inquiry into the sequence of events that led to
the firing incident and the deaths must also be held so
that such a situation does not recur. On the question of
settling the borders to the satisfaction of both States, a
concerted, people-oriented approach by the respective
authorities with the facilitation of the Centre can strive
to achieve that instead of a purely juridical approach
that seeks to address this via the States’ respective his-
torical claims, a method that is used to settle sovereign
claims. After all, both Assam and Mizoram are part of
the Indian Union, and inter-State cooperation and co-
hesion are central to the sanctity of the federal system.

: b
Tigray's woes
Ethiopia should end the blockade
of the north and engage in talks with the TPLF

hen Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed

N ; N / sent troops to Tigray, the country’s northern-
most region, in November 2020, he pro-

mised it would be a short campaign against the Tigray
People’s Liberation Front (TPLF). Seven months later,
when Ethiopia declared a unilateral ceasefire and with-
drew, Mr. Abiy was indirectly accepting defeat. Govern-
ment troops are now facing serious allegations of war
crimes as bodies wash up in a river in Sudan that bor-
ders Ethiopia. The federal troops had initially ousted
the TPLF from Mekele, the Tigrayan capital, and esta-
blished a parallel government. But the TPLF retreated
to the mountains, and then struck back. In June, it re-
captured Mekele, forcing the federal troops to pull
back. At least in defeat, Mr. Abiy could have accepted
his mistakes and sought a settlement. But instead, he
announced a blockade on Tigray, with even interna-
tional aid deliveries stopped. The UN says at least
3,50,000 people are facing a “severe food crisis” in the
region. The TPLF says it will not stop fighting unless the
government lifts the blockade and pulls back all oppos-
ing troops. The conflict has already spilled over into the

generations.

Showing the way

On a parallel note, the decision of
the All India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE), to permit B.
Tech programmes in 11 native lan-
guages in tune with the New Edu-
cation Policy (NEP), is a momen-
tous one. This monumental move
opens the door to a whole world of
opportunities — to students of
B.Tech courses, in Hindi, Marathi,
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Gujarati,
Malayalam, Bengali, Assamese,
Punjabi and Odia.

The Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi, in his address marking the
first anniversary of the National
Education Policy (NEP), hailed the
move and pointed out that the
NEP’s emphasis on the mother
tongue as the medium of instruc-
tion will instil confidence in stu-
dents from poor, rural and tribal
backgrounds. Importantly, he ad-
ded that even in elementary edu-
cation, the mother tongue is being
promoted and referred to one of
the key drivers in this regard — the
Vidya  Pravesh  programme
launched on the occasion.

These remarkable steps should
be welcomed and scaled up over
the next few years to ensure that
the dreams of millions of students
seeking to pursue professional
courses in their mother tongue are
realised.

those taught in an alien language.
UNESCO and other organisations
have been laying emphasis on the
fact that learning in the mother
tongue is germane to building self-
esteem and self-identity, as also
the overall development of the
child. Unfortunately, some educa-
tors and parents still accord un-
questioned primacy to English,
and resultantly, the child’s mother
tongue ends up as their ‘second/
third language’ in schools.

There are bubbles now

It would be pertinent to recall the
words of the great Indian physicist
and Nobel Laureate, Sir C.V. Ra-
man, who, demonstrating exem-
plary vision, observed, “We must
teach science in our mother ton-
gue. Otherwise science will be-
come a highbrow activity. It will
not be an activity in which all peo-
ple can participate... (https://
bit.ly/2VvakX6).” While our educa-
tional system has seen phenome-
nal growth to the extent that it
offers courses of international re-
pute in engineering, medicine, law
and the humanities, we have, pa-
radoxically, excluded our own pe-
ople from accessing it. Over the
years, we have ended up building
academic roadblocks, impeding
the progress of the vast majority of
our students and remained con-
tent with creating a small bubble
of English-medium universities

A cursory look at the global best
practices in the medium of in-
struction at the level of higher edu-
cation should inform us more on
where we stand. Among the G20,
most countries have state-of-the-
art universities, with teaching be-
ing imparted in the dominant lan-
guage of their people.

Take the Asian nations among
them, for instance. In South Ko-
rea, nearly 70% of the universities
teach in Korean, even as they as-
pire to play a role on the interna-
tional stage. In a unique move,
with the increasing craze for learn-
ing English among parents, the
South Korean government, in
2018, banned the teaching of En-
glish prior to third grade in
schools, since it appeared to slow
pupils’ proficiency in Korean.

Similarly, in Japan, a majority of
university programmes are taught
in Japanese; in China too, universi-
ties use Mandarin as the medium
of instruction. In Europe, France
and Germany offer us great in-
sights into how nations protect
their languages. France went to
the extent of having a strict
‘French-only’ policy as the medi-
um of instruction in schools. In
Germany, while the language of in-
struction in schools is predomi-
nantly German, even in tertiary
education, more than 80% of all
masters’ programmes are taught
in German.

nately, we are now beginning to
find our voice in our own languag-
es.

How do we improve this grim
situation? The NEP outlines the
road map, demonstrating to us the
means to protect our languages
while improving the access and
quality of our education. We must
begin with imparting primary edu-
cation (at least until Class 5) in the
student’s mother tongue, gradual-
ly scaling it up. For professional
courses, while the initiative of the
14 engineering colleges is com-
mendable, we need more such ef-
forts all across the country. Private
universities must join hands and
offer a few bilingual courses to be-
gin with.

One of the biggest bottlenecks
for more students to take up high-
er education in the native languag-
es is the lack of high-quality text-
books, especially in technical
courses, and this needs to be ad-
dressed urgently.

Build on these initiatives

In the digital age, technology can
be suitably leveraged to increase
accessibility of these Indian lan-
guage courses to students in re-
mote areas. Content in the digital
learning ecosystem, still a nascent
domain in our country, is greatly
skewed towards English which ex-
cludes the vast majority of our
children, and this has to be

should learn as many languages as
possible, but what is required is a
strong foundation in the mother
tongue. In other words, what I am
advocating is not a ‘Mother tongue
versus English’, but a ‘Mother ton-
gue plus English’ approach. In to-
day’s increasingly interconnected
world, proficiency in different lan-
guages opens new vistas to a wider
world.

Together, we must work to re-
move the sense of inferiority some
of us display when it comes to
speaking in our own languages. In
the end, we must remember that if
we neglect a language, not only do
we lose a priceless body of know-
ledge but also risk depriving future
generations of their cultural roots
and precious social and linguistic
heritage.

I hope more institutions will be
encouraged and inspired in the
coming years to offer courses in
regional languages. India is a land
of immeasurable talent. We must
unlock the full potential of our
youth, without letting their seem-
ing inability to speak a foreign lan-
guage impede their progress. It is
against this backdrop that the de-
cision of the 14 engineering colleg-
es across eight States to offer
courses in regional languages
needs to be seen and appreciated.

M. Venkaiah Naidu is the Vice President of
India

A grand tax bargain in danger of coming apart

A Goods and Services Tax version 2.0 may have to be designed soon given the flaws in the existing structure,

SATYA MOHANTY

fter four years, the promise
Aof the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) remains substan-
tially unrealised. It is a far cry from
the attempted avoidance of cas-
cading and continues to be a not
very transparent multi-rate system
with associated difficulties in com-
puting and assessing tax liability,
tax burden and tax incidence.
States have less headroom in han-
dling GST collection shortfall after
surrendering their fiscal autono-
my. When the period of five years
of compensation ends in 2022, will
we see a continued flawed system
or a freshly minted GST 2.0, given
the asymmetry of the power equa-
tions between the States and the
Centre?
The tax base of GST does not
appear to be expanding as the re-
cent uptick has reversed last

growth was much higher. Obvious-
ly, a very large segment is covered
by exemption, composition
schemes, evasion and lower tax
rate.

Centre holds the cards

The fundamental weakness of the
GST is its political architecture
which is asymmetrically loaded in
favour of the Centre. Disputes bet-
ween States and between the
Centre and the States are inevita-
ble in a mosaic arrangement. But
in the current structure, no partic-
ular body is tasked to adjudicate
this though the original Constitu-
tion (115th Amendment) Bill 2011
(GST Bill) had a provision for such
an institution. In the voting, the
central government has one-third
vote and States have two-thirds of
total votes (with equal voting
rights regardless of size and stake).
With the support of a dozen small
States whose total GST collection
is not more than 5% of the total —
and their Budget is mostly un-
derwritten by the central govern-
ment — the game is hugely in the
Centre’s favour. With equal value
for each States’ voting, larger and
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across the country means that the
compensation amount will be
higher and the clamour for a conti-
nuance of compensation scheme
is inevitable.

Issues with tax structure

The second problem is the design
flaws in the tax structure. Nearly
45% to 50% of commodity value is
outside the purview of the GST,
such as petrol and petroleum pro-
ducts. In addition, States which ex-
port or have inter-State transfers
or mineral and fossil fuel extrac-
tions are not getting revenue as the
origin States and need a compen-
sation mechanism. The pre-exist-
ing threshold level of VAT has been
tweaked too often which has led to
an evaporation of tax base incenti-

have further eroded the GST tax
base compared to the tax base of
the pre-existing VAT. Exemptions
are purely distortionary and also
provide a good chance to remain
under the radar, thereby directly
increasing evasion or misclassifi-
cation. Theoretically, exemptions
at the final stages reduce tax reali-
sation. As multiple rates are
charged at different stages, it goes
against the lessons of GST history.
This tax works well with a single
uniform tax rate for all commodi-
ties and services at all stages, in-
puts and outputs alike. While most
countries have a single rate, India
stands out and is among the five
countries to have four rates/slabs.

Exclusion as another issue

The fourth is that of exclusion. Pe-
troleum products remaining out-
side the purview of GST has
helped the Centre to increase cess-
es and decrease central excise, in
what would otherwise have been
shareable with the States. Now,
States will be keen on including
petrol and diesel under the GST as
their share of tax goes up in the
process, even if there is a special

complexity it creates in record
keeping and ‘granting ITC’, in the
present form it also leads to a cas-
cading which the GST avowedly
tried to avoid
(https://bit.ly/3xilhYp).

Fifth, compliance with GST re-
turn (GSTR-) filing stipulation and
the resultant tax information is
not up to date. The gap in filing
GSTR-1was 33% in 2019-20 and has
been increasing. As per GSTR-3B,
the effective tax rate is as low as
6.5% when GSTR-1 shows an aver-
age 15% tax rate. Fraudulent
claims of Input Tax Credit (ITC)
because of a lack of timely reconci-
liation are quite high though it has
come down by two thirds. Tax eva-
sion, estimated by a National Insti-
tute of Public Finance and Policy’s
paper, is at least 5% in minor
States and plus 3% in the major
States.

These policy gaps with regard
to a higher threshold (when in
sales tax, it was lower) exemption
level and multiple tax rates have
led to a base erosion. Policy gaps
along with compliance gaps do
need to be addressed. Without
proper tax information, infras-

Amhara and Afar regions, threatening the very regional month. The GST is strongly co-re- mid-sized States feel short- vising, enabling evasion and mis- rate fixed for it. tructure and base, the States
make-up of ethnically divided Ethiopia. An influx of re- lated to overall GDP. Revenue col-  changed. reporting. Most trading and retail In April 2017, cess and sur- would go in for selective tax enfor-
fugees has raised tensions with neighbouring Sudan. lection of the GST is dependent on Severe fiscal strain is expected establishments, (however small) charge formed 56% and 35% of the = cement. In the long run, voluntary

Mr. Abiy, a Nobel Prize winner, went to war in Tigray the nominal growth rate of Gross when the 14% compensation are out of the fold of the GST. At excise duty on petrol and diesel, compliance will suffer and equity

as part of an ambitious plan to rewrite the country’s
power balance. Since Ethiopia embraced democracy in
1995, the TPLF, which led the resistance against the mil-
itary dictatorship, the ‘Derg’, had played a key role in
the ruling coalition, the Ethiopian People’s Revolution-
ary Democratic Front (EPRDF). Mr. Abiy, an Oromo,
rose to power in 2018 amid growing ethnic tensions and
protests as the EPRDF’s nominee. He ended the war
with Eritrea, released political prisoners and promised
more freedoms. But he also moved to end the TPLF’s
clout in Addis Ababa, which led to a split in the EPRDF.
He formed a different coalition, the Prosperity Party,
and retained power, by cutting the TPLF off federal go-
vernment networks. When a defiant TPLF challenged
the government, he declared war on Tigray. He may

Value Added (GVA) in the econo-
my. Since inception, GVA per quar-
ter has been between I40-lakh
crore to I47-lakh crore and GST re-
venue has not been higher than
%2.7-lakh crore to %3.1-lakh crore.
The Tax to Gross value addition is
only about 5% to 6.5% though GVA

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

comes to an end as the median
growth rate of subsumed taxes is
only 11%, and in many States bet-
ween 5% to 10%. The median sub-
sumed tax buoyancy is below un-
ity. This means with 1% growth,
there will be a 0.75% growth of tax.
The contraction of GST revenue

the retail level, irrespective of
whether Input Tax Credit (ITC) is
required or not, the burden can be
passed off to the consumer. As a
result, the loss could be as high as
one third.

Third, exemptions from regis-
tration and taxation of the GST

respectively. Now, their share has
increased to 91% and 85%, respec-
tively, and the shareable central
excise has reduced by 6.5 a litre,
making it ¥2.98 for petrol and
%4.83 for diesel. Equity requires
that petrol and diesel be brought
under the GST. Apart from the

in taxation will be violated. Finally,
the grand bargain will come apart.
Given all these problems, a version
2.0 of GST may have to be de-
signed sooner rather than later.

Satya Mohanty is a former Secretary to
the Government of India

CM’s interview

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
has taken an unapologetic
stand on almost every

under his rule. His
self-righteous indignation is
palpably evident across the
interview.

AYYASSERI RAVEENDRANATH,

than equal to that of the
Opposition. If snooping
took place, what was the
Government’s role? And
what are the next steps to

joint and coordinated
action on issues plaguing
the nation (Page 1, “Let’s
unite voice of people, Rahul
tells Oppn. leaders”, August

that has an all India

far, far away.
KOSARAJU CHANDRAMOULI,

To read more letters
online, scan the QR code

presence. The fact is that
2024 is so near, but Delhi is

at the same time, students
should understand that the
job market is tough and

have hoped that the federal troops could oust the TPLF issye, which is. quite. Aranmula, Kerala prevent such incidepts? 4). Fpr the Oppositiqn Hyderabad thgy do nped to hone their
from power and establish order quickly. But he seemed evident in the interview, These are the questions parties to respond with skills. This would mean that

. ., . . “Not asked to move to Answers needed everyone is anxious to get seriousness to invitations Board results they would need to attend
to have overlooked Ethiopia’s complex history of ethnic Delhi: Yogi” and “Ifanyone ~ On Pegasus, oneisataloss  answers for, from the for such meetings, the The CBSE Class 12 and 10 bridge courses to ensure
relations and the TPLF’s guerrilla warfare. The war may has broken the law, my to understand why the Government. Congress should first putits  results are out, with most they are solid in the basics.
have helped him politically — his coalition won a huge govt. has come down Opposition insists that only ~ P.R.V. Raja, house in order and elect a students passing with Academic institutions

majority in the delayed June Parliamentary elections
which were held in all regions except in Tigray — but it
has pushed Tigray into an endless rebellion and shaken
up the country’s ethnic balance. It is time for Mr. Abiy
to act like a statesman. He should stop the collective
punishment of the Tigrayan people, end the blockade
and be ready for talks with the TPLF for a mutually
agreeable cessation of all hostilities.

heavily on them” (Page 1
and Inside pages, August 4).
His answers when asked
about the mind-numbing
spectre of bodies floating in
the Ganga and the
implementation of laws
only make those of us who
follow U.P. politics feel bad
about the State’s situation

the Prime Minister or the
Home Minister should
speak for the Government
while the Prime Minister
and Home Minister, for
reasons known to them, are
silent on the issue. The
Government has equal
responsibility in the
developments, if not more

Pandalam, Kerala

Opposition unity

The recent visit of Mamata
Banerjee, Chief Minister of
West Bengal, to Delhi
appears to have worked as
a catalyst for the Congress
to convene a meeting of the
Opposition parties to forge

new President who leads
the party effectively from
the front and exude
confidence to mount an
energetic fight for the
people on the pressing
issues. The Congress should
realise that it has the
unique distinction of being
the only Opposition party

decent grades on account
of their internal assessment
marks. They indeed have
had a rub of the green. But

should extend help to them
in this connection.

S. RAMAKRISHNASAYEE,
Chennai

CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS:

In a report headlined “SC offers mediation in Krishna dispute”
(Aug. 3, 2021) there was an incorrect reference to the Assam-
Manipur violence. It was actually between Assam and Mizoram.

The Readers’ Editor’s office can be contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300;
E-mail:readerseditor@thehindu.co.in
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The doubted scientist and her vaccine revolution

Katalin Kariko's once-derided idea led to the genesis of two vaccines to fight COVID-19 and more

SUPARNA BANERJEE

As the world continues to grapple
with the COVID-19 pandemic, it is be-
coming increasingly apparent to ev-
ery country that rapid mass vaccina-
tion is the only sure way to stop the
virus in its tracks. Yet, as we debate
issues like vaccine inequality and
vaccine nationalism, we tend some-
what to neglect the science bit, the
creation of the vaccines, which hap-
pens to be the only positive element
in the discourse about the pandemic.
Indeed, the speed with which the
vaccines to fight COVID-19 have been
invented and tested is unparalleled
in the history of medical science.
And one interesting fact about this
stunning feat of science is that sever-
al women have led it from the front.

These women of science have
emerged as role models in a field of
human endeavour that is still per-
ceived as ‘masculine’ and is dominat-
ed by men in leading positions. Sarah
Gilbert at the University of Oxford
led the creation of AstraZeneca’s
Vaxzevria (known in India as Covish-
ield). In the same league we have K.
Sumathy, who steered the team be-
hind Bharat Biotech’s Covaxin. Han-
neke Schuitemaker, a Dutch virolo-
gist, guided the development of
Janssen by Johnson & Johnson. Elena
Smolyarchuk at Sechenov University
led the study for Sputnik V.

A bold idea

However, the scientist who should be
feted the most for her work on deve-
loping vaccines to fight COVID-19 is
Katalin Kariko, a Hungarian-origin
biochemist working in the U.S. Dr.
Kariko has not only led the creation
of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine,
which is one of the most effective,
but in doing so, she has also invented
and perfected a new technique in-
volving a molecule called the mRNA.
This has revolutionised biotechnolo-
gy, paving the way for unheard-of mi-
racles in drug development.

The mRNA (messenger-Ribonu-
cleic Acid) is a molecule naturally
manufactured by animal cells that
gives signals to cells about which pro-

Katalin Kariko.
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teins to make. That is, it carries to the
cells vital genetic information upon
which protein synthesis, one of the
most critical physiological functions,
thoroughly depends. Yet, no one be-
fore Dr. Kariko thought mRNA could
be modified in labs to harness their
code-carrying ability for triggering
the manufacture of specific proteins
by cells — proteins that would gener-
ate precise antibodies needed to
fight particular antigens or disease-
causing micro-organisms.

This idea, of tweaking the ‘mes-
sage’ in the mRNA for customised sig-
nalling to cells, was simple and logi-
cal, like many breakthrough ideas in
science. But it was also stunningly
bold. In effect, Dr. Kariko was aiming
to play God with a cellular function
so foundational that it has always
been taken for granted. Expectedly,
her idea was treated by the whole
scientific community in the U.S. as
odd and improbable. It was repeat-
edly rejected by funding bodies, and
Dr. Kariko struggled to get a grant or
even a lab to work consistently on
the mRNA.

Two chance encounters

Yet, she held on to her idea, working
on it sporadically in shared labs,
while surviving on a low-end, inse-
cure job at the University of Pennsyl-
vania. And this — the lack of grants or

No fundamental right to strike

Essential workers should not resort to strike

R.K. VIJ

Recently, the Minister of Defence in-
troduced the Essential Defence Ser-
vices Bill, 2021, in the Lok Sabha to
provide for the maintenance of es-
sential defence services so as “to se-
cure the security of nation and the
life and property of the public at
large” and prevent staff of the go-
vernment-owned ordnance factories
from going on strike. The Bill seeks to
empower the government to declare
services mentioned in it as “essential
defence services” and prohibit
strikes and lockouts in any industrial
establishment or unit engaged in
such services. The Minister, however,
assured the Ordnance Factory Board
(OFB) employees that their service
conditions will not be affected.

Rules and rights
This is not for the first time that
strikes by government employees are
being made explicitly illegal by the
government. The Madhya Pradesh
(and Chhattisgarh) Civil Services
Rules, 1965, prohibit demonstrations
and strikes by government servants
and direct the competent authorities
to treat the durations as unauthor-
ised absence. A strike under this rule
includes “total or partial cessation of
work”, a pen-down strike, a traffic
jam, or any such activity resulting in
cessation or retardation of work. Oth-
er States too have similar provisions.

Under Article 33 of the Constitu-
tion, Parliament, by law, can restrict
or abrogate the rights of the mem-
bers of the armed forces or the forces
charged with the maintenance of pu-
blic order so as to ensure the proper
discharge of their duties and mainte-
nance of discipline among them.
Thus, for the armed forces and the
police, where discipline is the most
important prerequisite, even the fun-
damental right to form an association
can be restricted under Article 19(4)
in the interest of public order and
other considerations.

The Supreme Court in Delhi Police
v. Union of India (1986) upheld the
restrictions to form association by
the members of the non-gazetted
police force after the Police Forces
(Restriction of Rights) Act, 1966, and
the Rules as amended by Amend-
ment Rules, 1970, came into effect.
While the right to freedom of associa-
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tion is fundamental, recognition of
such association is not a fundamental
right. Parliament can by law regulate
the working of such associations by
imposing conditions and restrictions
on their functions, the court held.

In T.K. Rangarajan v. Government
of Tamil Nadu (2003), the Supreme
Court held that the employees have
no fundamental right to resort to
strike. Further, there is prohibition to
go on strike under the Tamil Nadu
Government Servants’ Conduct
Rules, 1973. Also, there is no moral or
equitable justification to go on strike.
The court said that government em-
ployees cannot hold the society to
ransom by going on strike. In this
case, about two lakh employees, who
had gone on strike, were dismissed
by the State government.

Grievance redressal
A police havildar was convicted of
contempt of court by the sub-divi-
sional officer, Gaya. The Gaya police,
thereupon, gave notice of strike un-
less redress was given to the havildar
and the sub-divisional officer pun-
ished. Though an inquiry was or-
dered immediately, the strike com-
menced on March 24, 1947. When
some representatives of policemen
met Gandhi at Jehanabad on the
March 28, he told them that their
strike was ill-advised. They were not
mere wage-earners but the members
of an essential service. They should
immediately and unconditionally call
off the strike. In his speech on March
27, Gandhi said that “the police...
should never go on strike. Theirs was
an essential service and they should
render that service, irrespective of
their pay. There were several other
effective and honourable means of
getting grievances redressed...”
There is no fundamental right to
strike under Article 19(1)(a) of the
Constitution. Strikes cannot be justi-
fied on any equitable ground. Strike
as a weapon is mostly misused which
results in chaos. Though the em-
ployees of OFB have threatened to go
on strike, Parliament, which has the
right to restrict even the fundamen-
tal rights of the armed forces, is well
within its right to expressly prohibit
resorting to strike.
R.K. Vijis a senior IPS officer in Chhattisgarh;
Views are his own
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a solid professional position — meant
more rejections and more isolation.
Dr. Kariko was at the point of giving
up when a chance encounter at a
photocopy centre one morning in
1998 changed her decision. Dr. Drew
Weissman, an influential biotechnol-
ogist working at UPenn, was moder-
ately impressed by Dr. Kariko’s idea
and agreed to share his lab and other
resources with her.

It was here that Dr. Kariko honed
the technology to modify the mRNA
and tested it on mice. After an initial
hiccup, she was successful. The mod-
ified mRNA was able to trigger target-
ed protein synthesis in mice with no
negative side effects. Yet — such is the
hold of convention and status on the
scientific establishment — there was
hardly any excitement around the in-
vention. Dr. Kariko remained where
she was and what she was until
another chance meeting at a confe-
rence with Ugur Sahin, the CEO of
BioNTech. Dr. Kariko, an academic,
became the vice-president of BioN-
Tech RNA Pharmaceuticals, using
her technology to manufacture an in-
fluenza vaccine.

And then COVID-19 hit the world.
In February 2020, when the virus
was still mostly confined to China,
her employer seemed to sense it was
going to be much worse. He and Dr.
Kariko decided to start working on a

m South Africa’s Tatjana
Schoenmaker broke the
WR in the women's 200m
breaststroke which was
previously set by Denmark's
Rikke Pedersen in 2013

MEN 50M FREESTYLE

vaccine against the novel pathogen
using the mRNA technology. By then
BioNTech had partnered with Pfizer,
and Dr. Kariko’s work led to the deve-
lopment of their vaccine against CO-
VID-19. Moderna later used the same
technology to develop their vaccine.
Thus, Dr. Kariko’s once-derided idea
led to the genesis of two of the most
effective anti-COVID-19 vaccines, in
the process establishing an epoch-
making new technology in
biomedicine.

Lessons from the invention
Dr. Kariko’s brilliance as an innova-
tor underscores the point that wo-
men can be as good as men in
science — a point that should have
been well-established by now, but
which is hardly the accepted view
among people even in the Western
world. Her revolutionary invention,
one hopes, would go some way in ne-
gating sexist assumptions about wo-
men in science, not many of whom
achieve such spectacular success but
all of whom contribute to the collec-
tive endeavour of human science. Dr.
Kariko’s career, moreover, should
have a lesson for all systems of power
everywhere — that when some idea
challenges the norms or conventions
of a system, it is the system that
needs to stretch itself in order to give
it a chance. Entrenched convention-
ality is the bane of all human endea-
vours, and especially of science,
which is synonymous with progress.
When Dr. Kariko was invited to a
vaccination site for health workers at
UPenn, in December 2020, the oth-
erwise emotionally stable woman
was moved by the sight of the big
crowd waiting to get a shot of her
vaccine. And when the doctors broke
into spontaneous clapping as she
and Dr. Weissman walked past them
in a hall, she gave in and “cried a bit”
in joy, she told Gina Kolata of The
New York Times. Her life’s dream,
which she had been chasing since
she was 22, was finally realised, and a
long saga of doubt, implied insult,
and unrewarded toil had come to an
end. I believe Dr. Kariko deserves the
Nobel Prize in Medicine for her revo-
lutionary idea and her incredible
hard work. Hers is an idea that has
opened up the scope for endless pos-
sibilities in drug development.

Suparna Banerjee is an academic and
commentator based in Bengal

Clash of cultures in a federation

The homogenising tendency of the union in India and EU
clashes with the particularism unique to individual states

KRISHNAN SRINIVASAN

Though probably the most equitable form of
governance for multiracial, multicultural
countries, there are only a few confedera-
tions in the world, such as Canada and Swit-
zerland. India and the European Union (EU)
are unions. However, India is a federation
because powers are divided between the Un-
ion and the States, and the EU a supranation-
al organisation that defies definition, with
both confederal and federal aspects. It is this
division of powers in India and the EU that
brings the unions into conflict with their
constituent parts.

Latest controversy in the EU
The EU is variously criticised as a “political
dwarf”, “a hobbled giant” distracted by in-
ternal bickering and competing national
agendas, and an aggregate of secondary
powers in search of primary status through
collective agency. Despite the EU being one
of the largest economies of the world, the 27
leaders squabble over issues from fisheries
to budget allocations. The union finds it ea-
sier to promote universal standards in areas
like climate change and food and bio-safety
than domestic values. The latest controversy
with Hungary and Poland on gay and lesbian
rights is a case in point. Gay marriage is not
recognised by Budapest and only heterosex-
ual couples can legally adopt children. The
LGBTQ law that took effect in July outlaws in-
formation perceived as promoting homosex-
uality or gender change to children under 18.
This led to strong criticism from 17 liberal EU
nations who believe the Hungarian law un-
dermines the principle that discrimination
on the basis of sexuality, ethnicity and gen-
der is not permissible within the union.
Hungarian Prime Minister Victor Orban
has countered by proposing a national refe-
rendum on the law. He has been re-elected
thrice, commands two-thirds of the legisla-
ture, and has diminished institutions de-
signed to limit the powers of the state, such
as free media, universities and an indepen-
dent judiciary. Mr. Orban also regularly frus-
trates EU’s unity on foreign policy, such as
on refugees in 2016, opposing criticism of
China’s actions in Hong Kong, and the call
for a ceasefire between Israel and Hamas.
Hungary was the first EU member to accept
Russian and Chinese COVID-19 vaccines be-
fore approval by the EU medicines regulator.
The European Parliament voted over-
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Swimming
inrecords

In 19 instances, the Olympic records
(OR) in various individual swimming
events were broken at the Tokyo
Olympics. In three competitions —

the women's 100m backstroke, the
women's 100m freestyle, and the men's
200m breaststroke — all the medalists
this year broke the earlier ORs. Two
new world records (WR) — one in the
women's 200m breaststroke and the
other in the men's 100m butterfly —
were also created. Most records were
broken in the shorter distance races
while they remained intact in the longer
distance events. By Sumant Sen, Jasmin
Nihalani and Vignesh Radhakrishnan
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whelmingly to haul Hungary before the Eu-
ropean Court of Justice over its LGBTQ law,
and while there is an EU provision to remove
voting rights from an offending country, pe-
nalties require unanimous agreement from
EU states. This will never be forthcoming
since Hungary and Poland support each oth-
er and the union cannot expel a member
state without the unanimity requirement.

Poland’s Catholic-conservative governing
party takes a similar stance on LGBTQ with
by-laws that have designated one-third of the
nation as ‘LGBT-free zones’. Budapest and
Warsaw are supported by Slovenian Prime
Minister Janez Jansa, who condemns Brus-
sels for imposing “imaginary European va-
lues” without paying heed to local tradition.
All three countries’ leaderships have ex-
pressed doubts, and placed restrictions, on
the functioning of judicial independence.

Although none of these leaders believe
they can convince their EU colleagues to fol-
low their social policies, they do not wish to
separate from the union, since EU member-
ship is supported by a huge majority. Hun-
gary is the second-largest net beneficiary of
the EU budget, receiving €5 billion more
than it contributes each year. The measures
introduced by the three nations are for dom-
estic popularity in a combined population of
nearly 50 million with cultural traditions dif-
ferent from more liberal EU member states.
The crisis represents a clash of cultures,
which underlines why integration towards a
closer union is unlikely to materialise.

A fractious relationship

In India, the Centre and Opposition-con-
trolled States have a historically fractious re-
lationship. Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
in 1959 dislodged the Communist govern-
ment in Kerala on specious grounds. Ever
since, the pattern of the Union government
attempting to subvert Opposition States by
stimulating defections, ordering selective
raids by investigative agencies, electronic
surveillance, and delaying or refusing finan-
cial entitlements has become the unsavoury
norm, now taken to extremes by Hindutva
ideologues in control of the Centre. The ten-
sions between New Delhi and the Opposi-
tion-led periphery are magnified by diffe-
rences in values, perceived arrogance on the
part of the Centre and the victimhood card
played by Opposition parties. The homoge-
nising bias of the union clashes with the par-
ticularism unique to individual States, result-
ing in the clash of cultures. The term
‘cooperative federalism’, coined by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, has been reduced
to an oxymoron.

Krishnan Srinivasan is a former Foreign Secretary
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FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 35, 1971
77 kg. of rocks, soil from moon

Houston, August 4: Astronauts David Scott
and James Irwin collected moon rocks and
soil samples totalling 77 kilos — more than Ir-
win’s own weight — according to latest calcu-
lations by the Space Agency last night. They
gathered 13 kilos on the first excursion, 35
on the second and 29 on the third. These are
net weights excluding the collection bags
and storage boxes. Irwin weighs 72 kg., ac-
cording to NASA, Scott 79, and Alfred Wor-
den, the third crewman, 69. Other calcula-
tions by NASA showed that the lunar Rover
covered a total distance of just under 24 km.
on a “straight line map” basis — not counting
hills and valleys. Its mileage counting edom-
eter on the wheels recorded a distance of
about 28 km. The Apollo 15 command ship
to-day ejected a satellite into moon orbit for
long-term study of the lunar environment.
Mission Control to-day woke up the astro-
nauts with a rousing blast from the theme
music of the science-fiction film “2001”,
about a space odyssey of the future. “Apol-
lo-15, good morning... this is Houston with a
message from (composer) Richard Strauss,
(British science fiction writer) Arthur C.
Clarke and (movie producer) Stanley Ku-
brick”, Capsule Communicator Karl Henize
said at 14-30 L.S.T.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST §, 1921
School at Palamcottah

The establishment of the Sethupathy’s Deaf
and Dumb School at Madura adds one more
to the list of similar useful educational insti-
tutions in the Presidency. We are informed
that admission in the school is open to all
classes of pupils, including Panchamas, and
the deserving poor are given boarding free.
The management appears to be handi-
capped by the dearth of specially trained
teachers to do work in the institution. A si-
milar institution is doing good work at Pa-
lamcottah under the management of the
Church Missionary Society. The total sub-
vention to this school was about Rs. 8,000
before 1918 and subsequently it was in-
creased to Rs. 21000. It was also reported
that a special class was opened in the school,
with the aid of the additional subvention, for
the training of teachers. The first batch be-
gan their training course in 1918 and com-
pleted it in 1920. A special Board of Special-
ists was appointed to examine them and in
the first examination 9 out of 10 candidates
passed. It is really creditable that the school
at Palamcottah hs produced such excellent
results.
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Oppn. rejects offer to
discuss farmer protests

The Opposition, though it
has asked for a debate on
three key issues — Pegasus,
farmers’ agitation and fre-
quent fuel hikes, asserted
that the snooping issue took
precedence over the other
two topics.

TMC MPs immediately
rushed into the well, hold-
ing placards. The members
have been holding placards
since the beginning of the
session. The placards are in
all major Indian languages --
Hindi, Bangla, Marathi, Ma-
layalam, Tamil, Kannada,
Urdu and English.

6 TMC MPs suspended
On Wednesday, Mr. Naidu
took exception to the pla-
cards and suspended six of
the 12 TMC members - Dola
Sen, Arpita Ghosh, Nadimul
Haque, Mausam Noor, Shan-
ta Chhetri and Abir Ranjan
Biswas for the day. The
House was adjourned till 2
p.m.

After this adjournment,
Mr. Naidu met Opposition
leaders and Leader of the
House Piyush Goyal along
with other BJP MPs, both in-
dividually and in groups.
Sources said he urged the
leaders to ensure the return

of normalcy in the House af-
ter 12 days of continued dis-
ruptions. He also voiced
concern expressed by the
BJD, YSR Congress and oth-
er parties who have not
been participating in the
Opposition protest.

The Opposition leaders
too held a meeting at Leader
of the Opposition Mallikar-
jun Kharge’s office in Parlia-
ment. It was attended by
NCP leader Sharad Pawar,
Congress floor leader in the
Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury, Rajya Sabha
Chief Whip Jairam Ramesh,
DMK Lok Sabha leaders T.R.
Baalu and Tiruchi Siva, TMC
leaders Derek O’ Brien and
Kalyan Banerjee.

Sources said Mr. Pawar
forcefully argued that there
would be no change in the
Opposition’s stance. Mr. Ba-
lu went on to say that there
was no reason to hold the
meeting since everyone
agreed to this. The sources
said that Mr. Ramgopal Ya-
dav, Mr. Kareem and Mr.
Gupta, whose notices on a
discussion of the farmers is-
sue was admitted in the Ra-
jya Sabha, also extended
their support to the Opposi-
tion’s stand on Pegasus.

Efforts to track emerging
COVID-19 variants shrink

However, INSACOG data vis-
ible on a website main-
tained by the Council of
Scientific and Industrial Re-
search-Institute of Genom-
ics and Integrative Biology,
one of the key INSACOG
labs, shows 49,770 genomes
as having been analysed and
assigned to 232 lineages.
These numbers include ge-
nomes sequenced by Kerala
and Maharashtra, which
have their own genome sur-
veillance programmes. In
absolute numbers, Maha-
rashtra accounts for a fifth
of the national genomes sur-
veyed and Kerala about a
tenth.

Renu Swarup, Secretary,
Department of Biotechnolo-
gy, which coordinates INSA-
COG, said that the numbers
available on the public web-
site weren’t the latest for
June and July. “This is not
the complete data for June
or July. So this gives you da-
ta only of sequences ana-
lysed and this is not real-
time. We now have a real-
time portal and soon its link
will be available,” she told
The Hindu.

A scientist from one of
the INSACOG labs said that
there was always a lag in
when the samples from a re-
gion, from any month, were
analysed, and that there
would be an increase in July
samples in the coming
weeks. However, there are
challenges in the pro-
gramme. The INSACOG in-
itiative =~ was  originally
planned for three months,
and because the project has
only recently been extend-
ed, the funds available to
labs for carrying out se-
quencing were delayed. The

other reason, this source
said, was that many States
were not sending samples:
“The National Centre for
Disease Control has speci-
fied that at least 300 sam-
ples should be sent from
each State per month. Very
few States are actually com-
plying with this directive.”

The Health Ministry said
in the Lok Sabha last week
that the existing guidelines
were to sequence 15 sam-
ples from every sentinel site
in every 15 days from each
State so that districts are re-
presented from an epidemi-
ological point of view. Every
State is expected to have 10
such sentinel sites, which
are notified laboratories and
tertiary care hospitals.
“This is a more diverse sam-
pling strategy as against a
random 5% sample se-
quencing,” the Ministry not-
ed. The INSACOG database
has the contribution of 28
States and Union Territo-
ries. Thus, ideally, there
ought to be 8,400 samples a
month, which as the num-
bers for June and July sug-
gest, are far below the
requirement.

The dominant variant
across India continues to be
the Delta variant but limited
sequencing means that it
will be impossible to track if
new variants may be driving
surges. Currently, Kerala re-
ports about half the daily ca-
seload, and rising trajecto-
ries are seen in several
northeastern States.

Though July has the least
number of samples, the pro-
portion of Delta variant
samples has fallen to 73%
from being over 85% of the
samples in May and June.

CJIrecuses himself from
Andhra-Telangana case

A.P., in the petition filed
through counsel Mahfooz A.
Nazki, accused Telangana of
refusing to follow the deci-
sions taken on river water
management in the Apex
Council constituted under
the Andhra Pradesh Reor-
ganization Act of 2014. It
said its neighbour also ig-
nored the directions of the
Krishna River Management
Board (KRMB), constituted
under the 2014 Act and di-
rections of the Centre.
“Fundamental rights, in-
cluding right to life of its citi-
zens, are being seriously im-
paired and infringed on
account of unconstitutional,
illegal and unjust acts on the
part of the State of Telanga-
na and its officials, resulting
in the citizens of the State of
Andhra Pradesh being de-
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prived of their legitimate
share of water for drinking
and irrigation purposes,”
the plea said.

The focus of the petition
is a Telangana Government
Order (G.O.) of June 28 that
said, “To tap more hydel
generation in the State, the
government has taken a de-
cision to generate hydel
power up to 100% installed
capacity”. A.P. said the G.O.
was issued only days after
the Ministry of Jal Shakti, in
a communication on June 17
to Director (Hydel), TSGEN-
CO, urged the latter “to stop
further release of water im-
mediately through Srisailam
Left Power House and fol-
low the water release orders
issued by KRMB, except in
case of extreme grid urgen-

cy”.
»

National Capital Region cleared

It has a full time chairperson, will have the final say on policy to address problem

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha on Wednes-
day passed the Bill to formal-
ise the Commission for Air
Quality Management For Na-
tional Capital Region and Ad-
joining Areas. The body has
a full time chairperson and a
range of members consisting
of both representatives from
several Ministries as well as
independent experts and
will have the final say on
evolving policy and issuing
directions to address air pol-
lution in Delhi and the ad-
joining regions.

The Centre, facing flak
earlier this year from farm-
ers protesting the farm laws,
had committed to removing
a clause in the Air Commis-
sion Bill that would penalise
farmers for burning stubble,
an important contributor to
noxious air quality. The text
of the Bill does away with
this clause.

The body first came into

Cause for concern: A file photo of motorists moving through
smog due to increased pollution in parts of Delhi.

being in October, 2020 on
the back of an ordinance — a
temporary measure — and
the law requires that a for-
mal Bill be presented to Par-
liament within six weeks of it
reconvening — in this case —
January 29 when the Budget
Session began. Before a Bill
is tabled in Parliament, it
needs to be approved by the
Union Cabinet. However, in
spite of several Cabinet
meetings since January, it
wasn’t taken up for discus-
sion due to which, the te-

Objects to passing Bills amid din

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Congress leader Adhir Ran-
jan Chowdhury on Wednes-
day accused the govern-
ment of establishing a “new
normal” with regard to pas-
sage of Bills. The Bills that
were passed with a voice
vote include the Commis-
sion for the Management of
Air Quality in the National
Capital Region and Adjoin-
ing Areas, 2021 and the Co-
conut Development Board
Amendment Bill, 2021.
When Mr. Chowdhury
objected to the passing of
Bills in the din and called it a
“new normal”, Minister of
State for Parliamentary Af-
fairs Arjun Meghwal hit

“Twitter
violated
principle of
natural justice’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The government on Wed-
nesday said that the labell-
ing of tweets as “manipu-
lated media” by Twitter
does not come under the
purview of the new IT
Rules. However, the U.S.-
headquartered microblog-
ging platform has been told
that by doing so it violates
“the principle of natural
justice”.

In May this year, the go-
vernment had asked Twit-
ter to remove the “manipu-
lated media” tag from
certain tweets by some
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leaders, including the
party’s national spokesper-
son Sambit Patra, related
to a “Congress toolkit” al-
legedly used to defame the
government’s efforts relat-
ed to COVID-19.

Fairness and equity
The government had rea-
soned that “the tags affixed
prejudicially” should be re-
moved in the interests of
fairness and equity, and
that investigation by law
enforcement agencies
would determine the ve-
racity of the content.
Minister of State for
Electronics and IT Rajeev
Chandrasekhar said in a
written reply to the Lok
Sabha: “The issue of labell-
ing of user tweets as ma-
nipulated media does not
come under the purview of
the above said Rules.
Further, on the issue of ma-
nipulated media, Ministry
of Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology has point-
ed out to Twitter that they
are violating the principle
of natural justice and urged
Twitter to be transparent
and equitable in applying
the criteria.”

back and accused the Oppo-
sition of stalling Parliament.
Mr. Meghwal said the go-
vernment was ready to de-
bate important issues, in-
cluding the COVID-19
pandemic.

Between 11 a.m. and 2
p-m., the House was ad-
journed thrice before the
Bill on air quality was
passed, and then got ad-
journed again until 3.30
p-m. When the House reas-
sembled, BJP MP Rajendra
Agrawal, who was presid-
ing, asked Agriculture Mi-
nister Narendra Singh To-
mar to move the Coconut
Development Board
Amendment Bill and it was
passed.

nure of the body expired,
without ever making it to
Parliament.

As The Hindu had report-
ed in March, members who
were part of the Commission
said they were taken aback
by the sudden dissolution of
the body. The dissolution
happened despite the nodal
Union Environment Ministry
submitting the paper work
to the Union Cabinet Secre-
tariat, required to give legal
backing to the Commission.
The Commission was re-

vived on April 13 after anoth-
er ordinance was promulgat-
ed by the President.

The Centre had said the
new organisation would be a
‘permanent’ body to address
pollution in the National
Capital Region Delhi and ad-
dress sources of pollution in
Delhi, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh.
The all-powerful body as-
sumed several powers to
coordinate action among
States, levy fines — ranging
up to 3 crore or five years of
prison — to address air
pollution.

While the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board and its
State branches have the pow-
ers to implement provisions
of the Environment Protec-
tion Act for air, water and
land pollution, in case of dis-
pute or a clash of jurisdic-
tions, the Commission’s writ
would prevail specific to
matters concerning air pol-
lution.

In about one hour,
RS passes 3 Bills

Row over Pegasus, farm laws continues

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Rajya Sabha on Wed-
nesday passed three Bills in
about one hour, while the
Opposition continued its
protest against the govern-
ment on the Pegasus spy-
ware issue and demanded
the repeal of the three farm
laws.

The Bills were intro-
duced, discussed and
passed amid din. The House
was also adjourned for 15
minutes in that time. Asked
to speak on the Bills, many
of the Opposition MPs chose
to raise the issues they have
been protesting over, lead-
ing to the chair cutting them
short.

The Limited Liability
Partnership (Amendment)
Bill 2021, which seeks to en-
courage the start-up ecosys-
tem and further boost ease
of doing business, was
cleared. The Bill was passed
in 20 minutes with neither
the speeches of the mem-
bers nor the reply by Fi-

nance Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman clearly audible.
Demands for a division were
ignored as Deputy Chair-
man Harivansh said the
House was not in order.

Sujeet Kumar (BJD), Ka-
nakmadela Ravindra Kumar
(TDP) and M. Thambidurai
(ATADMK) spoke briefly in
support of the Bill.

The Rajya Sabha also
passed the Deposit Insu-
rance and Credit Guarantee
Corporation (Amendment)
Bill, 2021 after a brief discus-
sion, amid disruptions from
the Opposition. Ms. Sithara-
man said it was in the inter-
est of small depositors.

The House also passed
the Airports Economic Reg-
ulatory Authority (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2021, which
would change the definition
of “major airport” and allow
the government to club to-
gether smaller airports. Civil
Aviation Minister Jyotiradi-
tya Scindia said the Bill
would include airports in
smaller cities.

Nod for continuationof - “EC proposal to link electoral

Fast Track Special Courts

It involves an outlay of X1,572.86 crore

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Cabinet on Wednesday
approved the continuation
of 1,023 Fast Track Special
Courts (FTSCs) for another
two years, at an outlay of
%1,572.86 crore.

The Centre’s share of
%971.70 crore will come
from the Nirbhaya Fund.

Since October 2019, the
Department of Justice of the
Ministry of Law and Justice
has been implementing the
Centrally sponsored
scheme for expeditious trial
and disposal of pending cas-
es of rape and offences
against children under the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act (POC-
S0), 2012.

The scheme includes 389
FTSCs exclusively for POC-
SO cases.

Each FTSC is expected to
dispose of 41-42 cases in
each quarter and at least 165
cases in a year.

At the time the scheme
was launched, the govern-
ment had set a target of dis-
posing of 1,66,882 cases of
rape and POCSO Act cases
pending trial in various
courts.

Earlier this year, a Parlia-
mentary panel on Home Af-
fairs had noted that only 597
fast track courts out of the
total 1,023 had been set up
in the country and ex-
pressed its concern at the
delay in implementing the
scheme.

roll with Aadhaar under study’

To avoid multiple enrolment of same person: Kiren Rijiju

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The proposal of the Election
Commission of India to link
the electoral roll with the
Aadhaar ecosystem in order
to check multiple enrolment
of the same person is under
consideration of the govern-
ment, Law Minister Kiren Ri-
jiju informed the Lok Sabha
on Wednesday.

Responding to a question
on electoral reforms, the
Law Minister, in a written
reply, said the Law Commis-
sion in its 244th and 255th
reports had extensively dealt
with the subject.

“The Election Commis-
sion of India has proposed to

NGOs, trusts, memorials owe

14 crore for o

&

1ce space: Puri

‘Since allotments, the nine organisations have paid 33.79 cr.

DAMINI NATH
NEW DELHI
Nine NGOs, trusts, memo-
rials and social organisations
had been allotted office
space in Lutyens’ Delhi and
they had 1.40 crore in dues
as on June 30, Housing and
Urban Affairs Minister Har-
deep Puri informed the Ra-
jya Sabha on Wednesday.
Mr. Puri’s written reply to
a question from the BJP’s Vi-
nay Sahasrabuddhe said
space had been allotted to
the nine organisations with-
in the limits of the New Delhi
Municipal Council. “The
payment of rent is regularly
monitored through the web-
site of Directorate of Es-
tates,” the reply read. As of
June 30, %3.79 crore had

been received from the or-
ganisations from the time of
their allotments. “Notices
have been issued to the or-
ganisations whose rents are
due”

The Ministry’s data
showed that %64.76 lakhs
was pending from the Mahi-
la Dakshta Samiti for its pre-
mises in Kidwai Nagar,
%32.80 lakh from the Fak-
hruddin Ali Memorial Com-
mittee for the allotment at
the hutments on Dalhousie
Road, ¥30.30 lakh from the
Indian Womens Press Corp
(IWPC) at Windsor Place and
%11.06 lakh from the Dr. Sya-
ma Prasad Mookerjee Re-
search Foundation. The Ba-
bu Jagjivan Ram National
Foundation and the Lal Ba-

hadur Shastri Memorial
owed %1.50 lakh and 18,440
respectively.

The Bahajun Prerna
Trust, the Foreign Corres-
pondents Club and the Indi-
ra Gandhi Memorial Trust
had been allotted space and
had no dues, the reply said.

The allotments for the
IWPC and the FCC ended on

January 6, 2021, and for the

Mahila Dakshta Samiti on
December 31, 2018, accord-
ing to the reply.

IWPC president Vineeta
Pandey said a notice was re-
ceived on Wednesday and it
was the first time such a not-
ice was sent to it.

FCC president Munish
Gupta said it had applied for
renewal.

Kiren Rijiju

link the electoral roll with
the Aadhaar ecosystem with
a view to curbing the me-
nace of multiple enrolment
of the same person at diffe-
rence places. The matter is
under consideration of the

government,” he said to a
specific question.

The Minister also an-
swered separate questions
on the pendency of cases
and the advice given to go-
vernment departments that
are engaged in a number of
litigations.

Talking about pendency
of cases, the Minister said
according to the information
available on National Judicial
Data Grid (NJDG), over 3.93
crore cases were pending in
the lower and subordinate
courts as of July 30 this year.

“No time frame has been
prescribed for disposal of va-
rious kinds of cases by the
respective courts,” he said.

Suspended TMC
MPs try to enter RS

Security officer hurt in scuffle

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A Parliamentary security of-
ficer suffered minor injuries
on Wednesday in a scuffle
with suspended Trinamool
Congress members who
tried to enter the Rajya Sab-
ha chamber after the House
was adjourned at 3.15 p.m.

The six MPs, who were
suspended on Wednesday,
continued to raise anti-go-
vernment slogans standing
right outside the Rajya Sab-
ha chamber surrounded by
the security personnel who
were preventing them from
entering the House.

Things came to a head af-
ter the House was ad-
journed at 3.15 p.m. Four of
the six members tried to en-
ter the chamber. MP Arpita

»

Ghosh, sources said, in the
melee ended up breaking
the glass door of the cham-
ber. The glass splinters hit a
security officer in her neck
causing minor abrasions.

“After the House was ad-
journed for the day, 4 of us 6
Trinamool MPs who were
suspended for the day, tried
to enter Rajya Sabha. We
were prevented from doing
so. Our suspension was over
once the House was ad-
journed for the day. Why
were we stopped ? Democ-
racy hits new low #Parlia-
ment,” TMC MP Dola Sen
tweeted.

Sources said the security
officers were asked to sub-
mit a report to Rajya Sabha
Chairman Venkaiah Naidu
for further action.

A ND-NDE



THE HINDU ceim

THURSDAY, AUGUST 5, 2021

2 years on as UT., Kashmir militancy yet to wane

Fears grow that a Taliban comeback in
Afghanistan may raise ability to strike

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

As Jammu and Kashmir com-
pletes two years as a Union
Territory, militancy remains
a major challenge to the se-
curity apparatus amid grow-
ing fears that the Taliban ta-
keover of Afghanistan is
likely to increase the striking
capabilities of militant out-
fits, especially the Jaish-e-
Muhammad (JeM) and the
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen
(HuM).

Official data accessed by
The Hindu suggested that
J&K saw 82 militant recruit-
ments in the first seven

months, with the JeM’s focus
growing on capital Srinagar,
where it managed local re-
cruits around three or four.
Earlier, the JeM would focus
on the Pulwama-Awantipora-
Tral belt in south Kashmir. In
2020, 163 locals were recruit-
ed into the militant ranks.

“JeM’s strength in J&K is
44, including 10 locals and
34 foreigners. We managed
to kill seven JeM terrorists so
far, including two foreigners
and five locals. JeM No.1 and
No. 2 were killed recently,”
Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Vijay Kumar told The
Hindu.

Violence continues: A house that was damaged during a
gunfight between security forces and militants in Pulwama.

Though more than 60%
recruits hail from districts in
south Kashmir, there is grow-
ing recruitment in Srinagar,
where the frequency of mili-
tant attacks saw a major spur
this year, and in north Kash-
mir as well.

In a sustained pressure

‘Past two years saw people
silenced, losing their jobs’

Tarigami says BJP’s ‘Naya Kashmir’ slogan ‘is a joke now’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
mGAR
The People’s Alliance for the
Gupkar Declaration, an
amalgam of five Jammu and
Kashmir parties, including
the National Conference and
the Peoples Democratic Par-
ty, on Wednesday said the
past two years saw “people
divided into smaller units, si-
lenced, ripped off their jobs
and rights over the natural
resources”.

In a statement issued on
the eve of the second anni-
versary of the reading down

M.Y. Tarigami

of Article 370 that gave spe-
cial status to J&K, Gupkar al-
liance spokesman M.Y. Tari-
gami said, “Unconscionable
suppression of civil and de-
mocratic rights continues

unabated, indiscriminate ar-
rests and harassment of all
sections of our people, in-
cluding employees on diffe-
rent pretexts continues. An
‘adverse police report’ can-
not be a substitute for being
found guilty in a court of
law. This amounts to viola-
tion of the most sacred prin-
ciples of the justice system”.
Mr. Tarigami said the
BJP’s ‘Naya Kashmir’ slogan
“is a joke now”. “By demol-
ishing the Constitution of
J&K, it had crossed all the li-
mits of constitutionality.

maintained by the security
agencies by launching multi-
ple anti-militancy operations
every day, at least 89 mili-
tants were killed so far, in-
cluding the top brass of most
of the militant outfits operat-
ing in the Valley.

In July, 31 militants were

killed in 15 encounters.

However, a fresh list of 10
local militants released by
the police again highlighted
that local militants continue
to command and control
outfits such as the Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen, the Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) and the The Re-
sistance Front (TRF) in the
Valley.

The wanted list included
Hizb chief Farooq Nali, LeT
chief Riyaz Ahmad Dar and
TRF chief Abbas Sheikh.

According to the police re-
cord, Sheikh, a resident of
Rampora Qaimoh in Kulgam,
is the ‘operational chief com-
mander’ of the TRF and is in-
volved in more than 30 FIRs.
“Sheikh is a recycled terro-
rist,” a police report said. A

recycled militant is one who
is arrested for his activities
and jailed, but rejoins the
militant ranks after his
release.

Meanwhile, multiple se-
curity agencies are working
on an on-ground assessment
of the likely fallout of the Ta-
liban takeover of Afghanis-
tan. A police officer suggest-
ed fears were growing within
the security apparatus over
the JeM and the HuM aug-
menting  their  striking
capabilities.

“Both the outfits are
known for attacks in Kash-
mir. They have their cadres
fighting along with Taliban.
If the Taliban takes over Ka-
bul, the fallout is likely to
grow starker,” he added.

J&K rights abuse will go on till
elected government is in place

Report comes a day ahead of J&K completing 2 years as UT.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR

In their latest report, former
Supreme Court judge Justice
Madan B. Lokur and former
Kashmir interlocutor Radha
Kumar, who head the Forum
for Human Rights in J&K,
have warned that “human
rights abuses will continue
unchecked till J&K remains
under a Lieutenant-Gover-

nor administration and
without an elected
government”.

The report said, “Most of
the rights violations, includ-

ing arbitrary detentions,
prohibition on Assembly, re-
main valid still. Close to
1,000 people are still in pri-
son, including minors and
elected legislators. The J&K
administration added a new
vigilantism against govern-
ment employees, whose so-
cial media content is now
subject to police scrutiny for
‘anti-national activities’, po-
tentially leading to dismis-

sal. Eighteen government
employees have already
been dismissed”.

The report was released a

Assam CM’s ‘expansionist’ tendencies cause of clashes: MP

The State is illegally occupying more than 509 sq miles of Mizo territory, says K. Vanlalvena

SOBHANA K. NAIR
NEW DELHI

Assam is illegally occupying
more than 509 sq. miles of
the Mizo territory, Mizo Na-
tional Front (MNF) Rajya Sab-
ha member K. Vanlalvena
said in an interview with The
Hindu. He blamed Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Bis-
wa Sarma’s “expansionist”
tendencies for the recent
flare-up between Mizoram

and Assam. On July 26, an ex-
change of fire between the
police forces of both the
States left six Assam police-
men and a civilian dead, and
60 injured. Assam claimed
that the firing was one-sided
and unprovoked, while Mizo-
ram said they had retaliated
to the aggression by the As-
sam police.

Mr.  Vanlalvena  was
booked by the Assam police

HC order to PIL litigant to
deposit 3.9 cr. harsh: SC

It asks Bombay HC to take up petition

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has said
it was “rather harsh” of the
Bombay High Court to di-
rect a PIL litigant to deposit
3.9 crore to prove his bona

fide.
A Bench of Justices D.Y.
Chandrachud and M.R.

Shah agreed with the peti-
tioner that it would be an
“unbearable burden” to pay
such a huge amount as costs
for instituting a Public Inter-
est Litigation (PIL) petition.

The petitioner in ques-
tion here is Arvind Tukaram
Shinde, a corporator with
the Pune Municipal Corpo-
ration. He had filed a PIL
plea in the Bombay High
Court against a I390-crore
sewage treatment plant pro-
ject. On June 30, the High
Court ordered him to depo-
sit one per cent of the pro-

ject cost by July 5. Mr.
Shinde, represented by ad-
vocates Vipin Nair, P.B. Su-
resh and Karthik Jayashan-
kar, moved the top court
saying that the High Court
order “effectively prevents
him from pursuing the PIL
in court”.

On July 19, the top court
reduced the amount of the
court deposit to 10 lakh to
prove his bona fide. Taking
up the case again on Tues-
day, the court recorded that
Mr. Shinde had paid the
amount.

“We are of the view that
the order for deposit of 1%
of the project cost would be
rather harsh,” the apex
court said in its order on
Tuesday.

Setting aside the June 30
order, the Bench asked the
High Court to take up Mr.
Shinde’s PIL petition.

CBI takes over probe into
Dhanbad judge’s death

Uttam Anand was hit by an auto

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation on Wednesday took
over the probe into the
death of additional district
and sessions judge Uttam
Anand in Jharkhand’s Dhan-
bad last week.

The agency has re-regis-
tered the First Information
Report on a reference from
the Jharkhand government
and a further notification by
the Central government.
The case was earlier institut-

CcM
K

ed by the Dhanbad police on
a complaint lodged by the
judge’s wife.

The judge died of a head
injury after he was hit by an
autorickshaw while he was
on a morning jog on July 28.
The incident was captured
on a closed-circuit television
camera. The CCTV footage
raised suspicion of foul play.

The local police soon ar-
rested two persons, Lakhan
Kumar Verma and Rahul
Verma, and seized the

vehicle.
»

for his public comments on
the clashes, where he said
the Mizoram police should
have “killed them all”. The
case has been withdrawn
now as the two sides are try-
ing to work out a peace deal.

The MNF government in
Mizoram is backed by the
BJP. When asked if the BJP
was responsible for this re-
cent flare-up, Mr. Vanlalvena
said, “I cannot pin the blame

on any one party. I think we
have reached this situation
because of the uncontrolled
influx of the Bangladeshis.
The population of ‘infiltra-
tors’ is now 60% in Assam”.
The July 26 clashes, Mr.
Vanlalvena said, had been in
the making for the last sever-
al months. He said the Assam
police made several “incur-
sions” into the Mizo Territo-
ry. In total, he said, 509 sq.

miles of Mizo area had been
captured by Assam. “This is
part of the expansion policy
of the newly elected Assam
CM. During the recent cam-
paign for Assembly election,
he had promised to provide
land to rehabilitate the Ban-
gladeshi immigrants. And
since he cannot accommo-
date them in his State, he
wants to expand further into
our territory,” he said.

day ahead of J&K completing
two years as a Union Territo-
ry. The report suggested that
the June 24 meeting bet-
ween J&K leaders and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
“raised hopes”.

“The PM’s offer, however,
fell far short of expecta-
tions,” it said. It pointed out
that the ceasefire agreement
between Indian and Pakista-
ni Directors-General of Mili-
tary Operations “restricted
the infiltration by armed
groups and raised hopes of a
peace process”.

Supreme Court to hear
pleas on Pegasus today

Journalists seek independent probe

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A Supreme Court Bench led
by Chief Justice of India N.V.
Ramana is scheduled to
hear on August 5 a petition
filed by senior journalists N.
Ram and Sashi Kumar for an
independent probe headed
by a former or sitting top
court judge into the mass
surveillance of over 142 po-
tential “targets”, including
journalists, lawyers, Minis-
ters, Opposition politicians,
constitutional functionaries
and civil society activists,
using military-grade Israeli
spyware Pegasus.

The Supreme Court
would also hear separate
petitions filed by Rajya Sab-
ha member John Brittas and
Supreme Court advocate
M.L. Sharma on the same is-
sue, which has seen more
petitions being filed, includ-
ing one by the Editors Guild
of India for an independent
investigation into the Pega-
sus allegations and another
by five journalists who were
targets of surveillance.

Mr. Ram and Mr. Kumar,
in their petition, have said
mass surveillance using a
military-grade spyware
abridges several fundamen-
tal rights and appears to re-
present an attempt to infil-
trate, attack and destabilise
independent institutions
that act as critical pillars of
our democratic set-up.

They have sought a full
disclosure from the govern-
ment on whether it has
authorised the snooping,
which seems be an attempt
to muzzle free speech and to
chill dissent. The govern-
ment, the petition said, had
still not given a straight
answer to whether the ille-
gal hack was done with its
blessings. The journalists
have contended that spying
has caused serious dents on
the rights to free speech and
privacy. It has no legal basis.
In fact, the legal regime for
surveillance under Section
5(2) of the Telegraph Act
seems to have been com-
pletely bypassed, and civi-
lians have become targets.

IAF chief flies to Israel

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Indian Air Force head Air
Chief Marshal R.K.S. Bha-
dauria arrived in Israel to
discuss enhancement of bi-
lateral exchanges between
the air forces of the two
countries, the IAF said on
Wednesday. He is in Israel
after a visit to the UAE.

“As strategic partners, In-
dia and Israel enjoy strong,
multi-dimensional ties, an
important pillar of which is
defence cooperation and
military level exchanges,”
the IAF said on Twitter.

Israel is a major supplier
of high-technology defence
hardware and ammunition
to India.

“Assam, Mizoram Ministers

to discuss boundary contlict

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI
Ministers of Assam and Miz-
oram are scheduled to meet
in Mizoram capital Aizawl
on Thursday for resolving
the inter-State boundary
conflict that claimed seven
lives on July 26 and led to an
“economic blockade” by lo-
cals in Assam.

While Assam has nomi-

nated Ministers Atul Bora
and Ashok Singhal for the
meeting, Mizoram has not
named its representatives.
“Two of my senior col-
leagues... will visit Aizawl to-
morrow (August 5) with
message of peace from peo-
ple of Assam,” Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma tweeted on Thursday.
His Mizoram counterpart

Zoramthanga responded by
tweeting, “I am sure impor-
tant steps will be achieved
for the solution of the bor-
der problem.”

The messages from the
two Chief Ministers coincid-
ed with a heated exchange
between the ruling and Op-
position members of the As-
sam Assembly over the
boundary clash.

Infrastructure Corporation i

of Andhra Pradesh Ltd. ™
#RC.No.254/2, 4th Floor, AVSR Bhavan, Kanuru, Vijayawada-520007, A.P. India.
Under the Control of Infrastructure & Investment Dept., GOAP

SELECTION OF RETAINER CONSULTANT FOR PROVIDING SERVICES
FOR DEVELOPMENT OF VARIOUS IDENTIFIED INFRASTRUCTURE
PROJECTS IN THE STATE OF ANDHRA PRADESH

Notice No. INCAP/P/Retainer Consultant/02/2021, Dt.05.08.2021
Infrastructure Corporation of Andhra Pradesh Ltd. (INCAP) invites
Proposals from reputed Consultancy firms for the captioned assignment.
Interested consultancy firms may download the Request for Proposal
(RFP) document from the website of INCAP @ www.incap.co.in on
05.08.2021, 11:00 AM onwards. The last date for submission of the proposals
is on or before 15:00 hours IST on 25.08.2021.

All other details including any date extensions, clarifications, amendments,
corrigenda, etc., will be uploaded only to the website of INCAP and will not
be published in newspapers. Hence, Applicants may regularly visit the
website of INCAP to keep themselves updated.

A AMER VIDYUT VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED

Turn-Key Works Circle)
Corporate Identlfcatlon Number (CIN) — U40109RJ2000SGC016482
Regd. Off.: Vidyut Bhawan, Panchsheel Nagar, Makarwali Road, Ajmer-305004
Phone & Fax: 0145-2644507, Email: setwavvnl@gmail.com
Website :- www.avvnl.com

No. AVVNL/SE(TW) /XEN (TW-I)/ NIT/TN-404 / D. 646 Dt. 30-07-2021
E Bids in two parts (Techno Commercial bid and Price Bid) are invited from eligible
contractors for tenders enquiry under TN-404 for Ajmer Discom.
NIT No. AJD/SE/TW/TN- 404 For supply and erection work of new lighting fixtures,
LED, Spare, wire etc. including replacement of all defective spares, wire, fixtures &
Lamps for 1500 Nos. 33/11 KV GSS with 5 year warranty period under domain of
AVVNL. All the details regarding tender is available at our website
www.avvnl.com and www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in. In future
corrigendum/extension, if any shall be published only at website www.avvnl.com and
www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in.
UBN NO.AVV2122SL0OB00008

Raj /Ci21/4290

Superintending Engineer (TW)
AVVNL, Ajmer
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INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE EDUCATIUH AND RESEAFICH MOHALI

(Esle an a

Sector-81, Knowledge Ci 5. A S. Nagar, -:hals |F‘un,ah,: 140306.
website @=aEE : www.lisermohali.ac.in

_____________ Date : 04.08.2021

(In respect of Advt. No. NF(1) 1 2021 dated 10.04.2021)
Due to same administrative reasons, the Institute has decided not to fill the
following positions:-
1) Scientific Officer 2) Library Information Assistant 3) Attendant
The applicants who had applied for these posts and deposited application fee
are required to fill details in the following Iink for refund of fee :
https:/iforms.gle/deEKyPMGBsiChShad Registrar, IISER Mohali

Sd/- Vice Chairman & Managing Director

Note: Expression of Interest is also invited for establishing Flight Training
Organization (FTO) in the state of Andhra Pradesh from the interested

Consultants,. For details please visit INCAP website www.incap.co.in
For any clarifications please send e-mail to: incapap@incap.co.in

DIPR 311PP/CL, Dt: 04-08-2021

Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike
Office of the Executive Engineer, Byatarayanapura Division,
No.2152/20, Defence Colony, BWSSB Tank Road,
Sahakarnagara, BBMP Office, Byatarayanapura, Benglauru-92.

No.: EE/BTP/BBMP/E-PMT/05/2021-22  Date: 04-08-2021

INIVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER (IFT)

(TWO COVER SYSTEM)
(Through GO (= ‘ortal only)

Tender for the following works on item rate basis are invited as
Standard Bid Documents KW-1/2/3 & 4 by the Executive
Engineer, Byatarayanapura Division, invites tenders from eligible
contractors registered in Bruhat Bangalore Mahanagara Palike
{ KPWD / CPWD / Railways / MES / any State or Organization
for the following work:

i\ SANJAY GANDHI INSTITUTE OF

TRAUMA AND ORTHOPAEDICS

(Government of Karnataka Autonomous Institute)
Byrasandra, Jayanagar East, Bengaluru - 560 011 Ph: 080-26564516,
26562500 Grams: SITO Fax: 26565222 E-mail: sitodirector@gmail.com

No. SGITO/e-Tender/Software/34/2021-22 Date: 04.08.2021

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
(e- Procurement)

Sanjay Gandhi Institute of Trauma & Orthopaedics, Byrasandra,
Jayanagar East, Bangalore - 11 invites tender from eligible
tenderers through the e-procurement portal of GOK for:-
Design, Development and Implementation of Hospital
information through Software System.

(1) The Tenderers can download the documents from:
https:/leproc.karnataka.gov.in on or after 05.08.2021 and the
last date for submission of completed tenders through e-portal is

21.08.2021 upto 4.00 PM.

(2) The Tender Accepting Authority reserves the right to accept /
reject or cancel tender without assigning any reason thereof.
Sd/-

Chief Administrative Officer,

Tender Inviting Authority

DIPR/1046/2021-22

@ TAMIL NADU GENERATION AND DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LTD
- Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)

SI.No Tender Inviting Authority Specification No Total
1 SE/C/PCC 08 1

For details of works / Procurement / Due date of submission / opening, viewing
and downloading of e-tenders, please visit website, www.tangedco.gov.in,
www.tenders.tn.gov.in,www.tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

DIPR /2299 / Tender / 2021

Approx. Amount

Sl. Name of the Work & Category put to tender
INo. (Rs. in lakhs)
1) | Improvements to Balance Roads and Drains
at Bhuvaneshwarinagara and Maruthi 200.00

Layout of Dasarahalli Village surrounding
area in ward No.06 Thanisandra. (Others)

Calendar of events: 1) Pre-Bid meeting will be held on
11-08-2021 upto 3:00 p.m. 2) Last date for uploading the filled
tender documents: 16-08-2021 upto 4:00 p.m. 3) Technical
Bids will be Opened: 17-08-2021 at 4.05 p.m. if posible.
4) Date of Opening of Financial bid is on : 19-08-2021 at 11.00
a.m. if posible (For Two cover system). Further particulars
can be obtained from the above office during working hours on
working days and Website: http://feproc.karnataka.gov.in
Sd/-, Executive Engineer, Byatarayanapura Division, BEMP.
HAVE SYMPTOMS OF COVID-187 CALL APTHAMITRA ON 14410
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wife 5o ¢ 1, angodlours, HsHum s, qEagA
d—er: ceo- shauk@uk.gov.in

Letter No SHAUK/2021-22/ Quality Imp! and A /1005 Dated : 04 August, 21
3 — AiREa< AfaeT gad, STEvs WaR

1. B BT AF— I R WIRIARYT $ T Set-up integrated
PMU for carrying out Gap analysis for Quality Improvement and
Accreditation of Government Hospitals, in the State of
Uttarakhand @& ST ¥ |

2. fAfder oz dida § Suder B @ fafY vd w- fRATd 04.08.2021
AT 6:00 9 |

3. UIce 9 fAfder ura wx @ <ifm fafdr vd wHa— femtie 27.08.2021
AT 5:00 9 |

4. fa=T SmfaT ford S aTet SIRBRY &1 9 Ud ud— & SrRieRY
SAFTHT, IS TR UTIHRVT, ITRIETE, QG |

5. 39 =T H fasdl ff veR @ aRRre / Foee / fARiaRor anfe &y
I J94TEE http:/iuktenders.gov.in ¥ IT<T &1 ST Fadl! & |

6. UIcal IREIM — W g2gd (faarararst @it fAfaar # uformr &
A § T UICH H IRRL YT YA BG I U I AT / Braers
@ $—Wel BT IUAT login id §9THY 3+ I Digital Signature
Certificate (DSC) &T STANT FR SH unique login id 9T A6 2 |

7. f) o= SR & forw Mifdereransit 9 samug & fb 9 E-mail ID -
ceo-shauk@uk.gov.in ERT STHHRY /TS B Fhd ¢ |

& RGN AR

NMDC Limited

(A Government of India Enterprise)

Khanij Bhavan”, 10-3-311/A, Castle Hills, Masab Tank, Hyderabad - 500 028

email - bmkumar@nmdc.co.in; nvyadagiri@nmdc.co.in  CIN:L13100TG1958G0I001674

Open Tender Notice
Tender Ref : HQMM/7001-19/17UN18/0300 Dt.05.08.2021
Tenders are invited from reputed manufacturers directly or through their accredited agents in India
for supply of following Spares to NMDC Limited, Pellet Plant, Ranjitpura, Donimalai, Bellary District,
Karnataka as per the details furnished in the tender document.

Descriofi a Display & Sale of Last date & Time Tender fee

escription | Tender Documents for submission of offer in Rs.

Supply of Spares 06 05.08.2021 02.09.2021 Rs.5,900

for Whims & Lims | Items By 02.30 PM incl GST
02.09.2021 (IST)

The detailed information of the tenders can be obtained from our websites under
e- procurement section www.nmdc.co.in ; www.eprocure.gov.in and
WWW, ce.com /eprochome/nmdc of MSTC Ltd. Any Corrigendum to the above
Tender Notice will be uploaded onIy on our website www.nmdc.co.in
& www.mst dc and will not be published. Prospective
bidders should vnsn the above websites from time to time to note the
corrigendum, ifany. Chief General Manager (Materials)

gr——t}

ﬂ KOLKATA MUNICIPAL CORPORATION e-TENDER

=0

ABRIDGED NIT

C-ICMP (Supply), KMC invites tender online in two bid system
for the following work :

E-NIT No. : KMC/C-ICMP(S)/19/A372/2021-2022

Name of the work : Procurement of raw materials for
fabrications of 20 numbers of sprayer machines mounted
on tri-cycle van; Estimated Cost : ¥ 9,02,000.00; Earnest
Money : T 18,040.00; Last date and time of submission of bid:
18.08.2021 up to 02.00 p.m.; The tender will be opened on:
20.08.2021 at 02.00 p.m.; The bid forms and other details are
available on and from 06.08.2021 after 01.00 p.m. from the
website wbtenders.gov.in (298/21-22)

A ND-NDE
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50% funds allotted for ongoing MPLADS projects lapse

Parliamentary panel calls it a ‘serious
lapse with negative consequences’

VIKAS DHOOT

NEW DELHI

Virtually half of the belated
32,200 crore allotted for
completing the ongoing
MPLADS projects in 2020-21
simply lapsed, as the Finance
Ministry granted “barely a
week” to the Ministry of Sta-
tistics and Programme Im-
plementation (MoSPI) to re-
lease the funds — inviting the
ire of the Standing Commit-
tee on Finance.

The resultant funding
crunch would have hit sever-
al local area development
projects under implementa-
tion across the country, espe-
cially in the five States that
went to polls this year as no
funds were released for
these States and constituen-
cies citing the model code of

IN BRIEF

HC reserves order on
Sudha Bharadwaj's plea
MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court on
Wednesday reserved its order
on a petition filed by activist
Sudha Bharadwaj seeking
default bail on the grounds
that the judge who took
cognisance of the
chargesheet in the Bhima
Koregaon case was not
entitled to do so.

ED arrests Gautam
Thapar on graft charge
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has arrested Gautam
Thapar, promoter of the
Avantha Group (AG) of
companies, in connection
with one of the cases
involving loans from Yes
Bank. In June, the CBI
registered a case against
Avantha Realty Limited, Mr.
Thapar and others for
allegedly cheating the bank
of ¥466.51 crore in 2017-19.

Cadets disabled during
training may get pension
NEW DELHI

The three Armed Forces
Service Headquarters have
forwarded a proposal for
grant of disability pension to
cadets medically boarded out
during training from military
academies on account of
disability attributable to or
aggravated by military
training, the government
informed Parliament on
Wednesday.

'Declare Kishore Kumar's
house national heritage’
KHANDWA (M.P.)

Fans and officials paid
tributes to Kishore Kumar on
the occasion of his 92nd birth
anniversary on Wednesday at

conduct (MCC).

Spending under the Mem-
bers of Parliament Local
Area Development Scheme
(MPLADS) had already
halved before the govern-
ment suspended the scheme
for two years in April last
year and diverted the funds
for managing the COVID-19
pandemic.

From 35,012 crore spent
during 2018-19, an expendi-
ture of just 32,491.45 crore
was taken up under the
scheme in 2019-20.

Unfinished projects

Each MP is granted %5 crore
under the scheme, adding
up to 3,950 crore a year for
790 MPs, to undertake deve-
lopment projects in their res-
pective constituencies. After

Dire straits

Spending under MPLADS had already halved before the
government suspended the scheme for two years on
April 6, 2020 and diverted the funds to manage COVID-19

= On March 16, 2021, the Standing
Committee on Finance (SCF) seeks
funds to finish ongoing MPLADS
projects. Department of Expenditure
0 crore on the same day

(’ Unable to
compre-
hend why 32,200

crore was
® On March 22, the amount was

transferred to Statistics Ministry
with a caveat that it be exhausted
by March 31

allotted barely
one week before
the end of FY
2020-21

SCF REPORT

m ¥1,107.5 crore utilised till March 31;
balance of ¥1,092.5 crore lapses

the scheme’s suspension,
several MPs and parliamen-
tary committees, including
the Standing Committee on
Finance (SCF), had asked the
government to release
MPLADS funds due from pre-
vious years for projects alrea-
dy sanctioned.

On March 16 this year, an

SCF report on the Statistics
Ministry’s demands for
grants pointed out that many
MPLADS projects that began
earlier were “left unfinished
midway despite the sanction
letters being issued and
funds for the same were
withheld”, citing the suspen-
sion of the scheme. The pa-

nel had sought the release of
funds for these projects so
that MPs could fulfil their
promises to the public.

Condition attached
The very same day, the De-
partment of Expenditure
(DoE) conveyed its intent to
allot 32,200 crore for such
projects to the Statistics Mi-
nistry. However, the actual
allotment of funds by the De-
partment of Economic Af-
fairs (DEA) took place on
March 22, with the condition
that the funds must be spent
or allotted further for eligible
projects “within financial
year 2020-21 itself, so that
the amount is not lapsed”.

The Statistics Ministry
said it cleared eligible propo-
sals received till March 31
noon, amounting to 31,107.5
crore, leading to a balance
1,092.5 crore lapsing.

In a fresh report tabled in

Parliament on Tuesday, the
SCF headed by BJP MP Jayant
Sinha sharply criticised this
“ad-hocism” and noted:
“The Committee are unable
to comprehend the reason as
to why %2,200 crore were al-
lotted to MoSPI barely one
week before the end of FY
2020-21... This constitutes a
serious lapse in fiscal man-
agement with negative con-
sequences for communities
across India.”

“Only those proposals
which were not found eligi-
ble due to lack of documents
and non-fulfilment of eligibil-
ity criteria as per MPLADS
guidelines, and in those dis-
tricts where the model code
of conduct was under imple-
mentation due to Assembly
elections in five States/UT
and by-elections in some
constituencies, the Ministry
was not able to release pend-
ing instalments,” MoSPI in-

formed the committee.

The Statistics Ministry
said it wrote to the Finance
Ministry on April 7 to allot
the remaining funds towards
MPLADS this year so that the
pending instalments as on
March 31, 2020 may be re-
leased.

‘Tighten norms’

The Finance Ministry also
asked the Statistics Ministry
to further tighten the
scheme’s guidelines by Sep-
tember this year, so that “if a
work sanctioned by an MP is
not used for five years, it will
automatically lapse even if
there is a committed liability
for the work to be complet-
ed”.

Currently, funds released
to district authorities under
MPLADS is not lapsable,
while funds not released by
the government in a particu-
lar year are carried forward.

PM calls Mamata on flood situation ™Noactive surveillance
to detect cases in Kerala’

CM says heavy release from DVC dams lead to ‘man-made’ floods year after year

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday spoke
to West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee on the

flood situation in south
Bengal.
“PM @narendramodi

spoke to WB CM @Mama-
taOfficial on the flood situa-
tion caused by water dis-
charge from dams in parts of
the state. PM assured all pos-
sible support from the
Centre to help mitigate the
situation. PM Modi prays for
the safety and wellbeing of
those in affected areas,” the
Prime Minister’s Office
tweeted.

Hours after the conversa-
tion, Ms. Banerjee wrote to
Mr. Modi urging “for a holis-
tic and long-term solution”
to ensure that West Bengal
was “spared the regular de-
vastation and suffering from
man-made floods perpetrat-
ed by huge release from the
DVC [Damodar Valley Corpo-

To safer ground: Villagers shifting out after severe flooding in
Hooghly district, West Bengal, on Wednesday. =ap

ration] dams”.

“Moreover, despite the
State being regularly ravaged
by natural disasters in the
form of cyclones and ‘man-
made’ floods, which we are
presently witnessing, no fi-
nancial help has been forth-
coming from the Centre. The
State has to cope with com-
pensating the loss of lives
and property from our cur-
rent resources,” she said.

Ms. Banerjee referred to
the low pressure resulting in

high rainfall in West Bengal
and Jharkhand, but empha-
sised that nearly 2 lakh cu-
secs of water was discharged
from the Panchet, Maithon
and Tenughat dams of the
DVC, leading to severe flood-
ing of huge areas in Hooghly,
Howrah, Purba Bardhaman,
Paschim Bardhaman, Birb-
hum and Paschim Medini-
pur districts. She alleged
that heavy release from the
DVC dams had led to “man-
made” floods year after year

Flood situation grim in
north M.P., says Chouhan
BHOPAL

The flood situation is "grim" in
north Madhya Pradesh where
over 1,200 villages were
affected following heavy
rainfall and 5,950 persons were
shifted to safer places, Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
said on Wednesday. He said
1,950 persons were still
stranded in flood-hit areas and
efforts were on to rescue
them. p1i

in 2015, 2017, 2019 and now
in 2021. In the letter, Ms. Ba-
nerjee referred to the loss of
16 lives, unprecedented dis-
placement, suffering and
loss of livelihoods.

During the day, she was
supposed to conduct an ae-
rial survey of the flood-af-
fected regions, but the heli-
copter could not take off due
to adverse weather. She visit-
ed Amta block in Howrah
district by road and spoke to
the locals.

Stringent norms needed, says Minister

BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN
NEW DELHI

Coming down heavily on
Kerala, which has seen a
spike in COVID-19 cases re-
cently, Health Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya has written
to Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan on Wednesday, stating
that the COVID-19 case de-
tection in several parts of
the State was mainly
through testing of those re-
porting to health facilities
with COVID-19-like illness
coupled with no active sur-
veillance to detect cases.

Kerala is presently re-
porting more than 20,000
cases per day.

In his letter, the Minister
said in view of the conti-
nued upsurge of COVID-19
cases in Kerala, a Central
multi-disciplinary team was
deputed to the State on July
30, and the team in its re-
port submitted to the Minis-
try noted lapses in the man-
ner in which the virus was

RTE entitlements to be paid through cash transfers

Cabinet approves Samagra Shiksha
scheme extension till March 2026

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Centre plans to pay stu-
dents their Right to Educa-
tion (RTE) entitlements in
the form of cash transfers as
part of a revamp and exten-
sion of its flagship school
education scheme that was
approved by the Cabinet on
Wednesday.

his samadhi near his
birthplace Khandwa in
Madhya Pradesh. The fans
also demanded that his
ancestral house be declared
national heritage.

The Samagra Shiksha
scheme, which has been ex-
tended till March 2026, will

%2.94 lakh crore, including a

have a financial outlay of

Central share of %1.85 lakh
crore, and several new initia-
tives on early childhood edu-
cation, foundational literacy,
and numeracy and language
education.

Higher Central share

Samagra Shiksha is an inte-
grated scheme for 11.6 lakh
government and aided
schools with over 15 crore
students and 57 lakh teach-
ers. It involves a 60:40 split
in funding between the
Centre and most States.

The Centre’s share now
works out to about 337,080
crore per year, higher than
the amounts allocated over
the last three years.

“In order to enhance the

Hand of support: The entitlements include textbooks,
uniforms and transport allowance. =p1i

direct outreach of the
scheme, all child-centric in-
terventions will be provided
directly to the students
through DBT [or direct bene-
fit transfer] mode on an IT-

based platform over a period
of time,” said an official state-
ment issued after the Cabi-
net meeting.

This DBT would include
RTE entitlements such as
textbooks, uniforms and
transport allowance, Educa-
tion Ministry officials told
The Hindu, although it is not
clear whether the tuition
fees for students in the eco-
nomically weaker section
quota in private schools
would also be paid directly
to students as a cash transfer.
The stipend for children
with special needs will be
paid in this mode, officials
said.

being tackled in the State.

The Minister’s communi-
cation said the team found a
continued high number of
COVID-19 cases being re-
ported from almost all dis-
tricts of the State, and high-
lighted  that  stringent
containment measures
were needed.

“The ongoing ABCD clas-
sification made in the State
has not yielded desired re-
sults, and technical guida-
nce from the Central gover-
nment on defining contain-
ment zones and active case
search within such zones is
crucial for controlling high
case positivity,” he said.

He added that any restric-
tions once imposed may be
for a period of epidemiolog-
ical significance, that is, at
least 14 days, and may be ef-
fectively monitored.

“The number of contacts
traced per positive case is al-
so quite low,” the Health Mi-
nistry said.

4 with links
to IS-inspired
module held

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Wednes-
day arrested four persons
allegedly associated with
an Islamic State-inspired
module, following search-
es in Karnataka and Jammu
& Kashmir in coordination
with Central intelligence
agencies and local police.

The accused have been
identified as Obaid Hamid,
a resident of Srinagar; Mu-
zammil Hassan Bhat, a resi-
dent of Bandipora; Ammar
Abdul Rahman from Man-
galuru; and Shankar Ven-
katesh Perumal alias Ali
Muaviya, a resident Benga-
luru. They were involved in
raising funds, radicalising
and motivating others to
join the Islamic State, the
agency said.

During the searches ear-
lier, the four accused were
detained along with a wo-
man from Mangaluru. It
was alleged that she had at-
tempted to travel to
Afghanistan.

The module was un-
earthed about a year ago
when the intelligence agen-
cies came across an Insta-
gram channel named
“Chronicle Foundation”,
comprising more than
5,000 persons from diffe-
rent parts of the world,
which had allegedly been
indulging in Islamic State-
related propaganda. The
agencies gradually esta-
blished the identities of
several members of the
module. As it turned out,
some associated members
were planning to visit Sy-
ria, Iraq and Afghanistan,
while some had even made
unsuccessful attempts to
travel to Afghanistan via
Iran in April 2019.

The alleged leader of the
module, identified as Mo-
hammed Ameen, intended
to travel to Pakistan and
J&K to join terror groups.
Some suspects were also
involved in raising funds
and even transferring a
portion to entities operat-
ing in J&K.

Blacktopping of road
near LAC completed

It will allow quick movement of troops

DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

The Border Roads Organisa-
tion (BRO) has constructed
and completed blacktop-
ping the world’s highest
motorable road at Umling
La in Eastern Ladakh, locat-
ed at an altitude 0f 19,300 ft,
the Defence Ministry said on
Wednesday.

The BRO has created a re-

The strategic road built
under ‘Project Himank’
passes through the Umling
La Top and connects Chi-
sumle and Demchok villag-
es. The road is close to the
Line of Actual Control (LAC)
and will allow quick move-
ment of troops and
equipment.

A Defence official said the
road construction had a

cord in high-altitude road
construction, the Ministry
said. “It has constructed a
52-km long tarmac road
through Umling La...”

number of phases and the
project had been under way
since 2017. The top black-
topping had been done four
days ago, the official said.
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FAITH
Vibhava experiences

In the Gita, the Lord explains the purposes of His incarna-
tions, namely, to protect the good, to destroy the evil doers,
and to establish dharma. Apart from the ten main avatars of
the Lord, acharyas have pointed out that there are many
more when God intervenes for these purposes. Vedanta De-
sika shows that His avatars give the jivatmas the chance to
experience His auspicious qualities and His greatness,
pointed out Asuri Sri Madhavachariar in a discourse. For it is
true that He can accomplish all these purposes and what-
soever He wishes by His mere Sankalpa and from His abode,
the Parama Pada, without choosing to be born in this world.

Paratva is His swaroopa in Parama Pada which is the ex-
perience of the Nityasuris and Muktatmas. But the Vibhava
experiences available to the jivatma are unique and pre-
cious. It is not only enjoyed by those who had the great for-
tune to live contemporaneously but to the entire posterity.
For even today, as is seen in the hymns of azhwars, we conti-
nue to be overwhelmed and moved emotionally when con-
templating, for instance, the extent to which Krishna goes to
help the Pandavas; or when we wonder at the ease with
which He mingles with the simple folk in Ayarpadi.

What Saulabhya in stealing butter and trying to escape
being caught and then allowing Yasodha to catch Him, and
bind Him to the grinding stone with a rope? There is no end
to such experiences of His auspicious qualities that draw us
to Him and enable us to seek Him. He seems to indicate, “I
am your permanent friend and relation and you should al-
ways be with Me. I may be the Paramatma, but I am availa-
ble to all of you without any exception.” As the antaryami in
all beings, He can be bound by true bhakti; but He remains
aloof to those who are not his bhaktas.

»
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Livestreaming games continue a
meteoric rise across India, so much so

Ready, player one? (Clockwise from
below) Gameshots, Hari Raman and

that people are ready to give up their
careers to do it full-time

PRAVEEN SUDEVAN AND
SRIVATSAN S

otal Gaming’s YouTube
Tchannel puts a 33-second

countdown for Garena Free
Fire (a Battle Royale multiplayer
shooter game) live session. On the
live chatbox, more than a
hundred messages cascade with-
in this half a minute.

Channel owner Ajay (known as
Ajjubhai in the gaming world),
welcomes his fast-increasing au-
dience, reads out the sponsor’s
name and gets down to business.
In the four-hour-25-minute lives-
tream, he makes silly jokes, re-
plies to a few messages, gives
shout-outs for Super Chat (a fea-
ture wherein viewers pay to high-
light their message in the chat-
box) and sings, as his characters
roam, shoot, jump and dive. The
stream, within two days, gets two
million views on YouTube.

Ajjubhai is a superstar stream-
er. He started in October 2018,
with just four people watching his
videos.

Today, the Total Gaming chan-
nel has over 26 million subscrib-
ers and its videos have been
watched over four billion times.
Ajjubhai, who featured in You-
Tube’s list of top live streamers

for 2020, also owns
an eSports team. But .
this isn’t just about Y |
Ajjubhai. This is the

story of Indian stream-
ers like him who thrive in the glo-
bal gaming industry, which gener-
ates US$159 billion a year in
revenue (according to Newzoo, a
gaming analytics company). To
put this in perspective, Qatar’s
annual GDP in 2020 was US$146
billion.

Going by YouTube’s numbers,
there has never been a better time
for a streamer than last year. As
the COVID-19 pandemic forced
people to stay indoors, crowds for
game-streaming surged. Last year
saw 100 billion watch time hours,
over 40 million active gaming

Women of the
uprising

Rudrangshu Mukherjee’s A Begum & A Rani digs

out lesser-known accounts of two prominent
women in India’s colonial history — Rani
Lakshmibai and Begum Hazrat Mahal

GOWRI S

channels, and more than 80,000
YouTube Gaming creators hitting
1,00,000 subscribers.

Show me the money

The bulk of streamers’ revenue
comes from three main sources:
ads on YouTube, features such as
Super Chats and Super Stickers,
and sponsorship or brand deals.

It is significantly more than
what Hari Raman, a young doctor
from Purushanur, a hamlet in Ta-
mil Nadu’s Villupuram district,
earns through his job at Villupu-
ram Medical College.

Hari’s YouTube channel, PVS
Gaming, has close to two million
subscribers. He started the chan-
nel in 2018 while pursuing an
MBBS course at a college in North
India. “Because I couldn’t speak
Hindi very well, I didn’t have a lot
of friends at college. Streaming
games in Tamil got me a lot of pe-
ople to interact with online,” he
says. His subscribers grew expo-
nentially and the channel helped
him meet his educational expens-
es, which had been a challenge.

Hari had to overcome odds to
be a doctor. He recalls how his vil-
lage would treat his humble roots
with derision — “Why does a coo-
lie’s son want to be a doctor?”,
some would ask. He fulfilled his
dream early this year, finishing
MBBS. But gaming, he says, has

contrast that struck him was that
Lakshmibai was a late entrant in the

Numbers

say it

400 million

The number of gamers
grew from 250 million
in 2018 to 400
million by 2020,
according to a
KPMG report. But
the biggest vertical
that emerged in the
last one year is
game-streaming. Piyush Kumar,
CEO, Rooter, exlains the
increased watchtime: “It is
probably the only way for users
to engage on an Indian platform,
as most of these games are
made by international
companies.”

728.8 million

The global game live-streaming
audience will hit 728.8 million in
2021, predicts Newzoo. By 2024,

it is expected to reach over 920

million. The ad revenue is
usually based on views

and subscribers, so

sponsorship deals

pay the most.
Super Chats are a
bit random: you
can get anything
from 20 to ¥20,000.
Kaashvi Hiranandani says
someone sent her
%1,00,000 once.

Star power
You can find celebrities like
rapper T-Pain, former
National Football
League running
back CJ Anderson,
and US
Congresswoman
Alexandria $
Ocasio-Cortez on
Twitch, Amazon's
live-streaming platform. A live
stream of Ocasio-Cortez playing
the popular game Among Us
became one of the
most-watched videos on Twitch
during the US Presidential
elections.

aE

t

given him a bigger identity.
Hari can afford to give up his
profession. But he won’t, because
it is also his passion. Now, he
dispenses medical advice dur-
ing his streaming sessions.
“There was a lot of hesitancy
about taking the vaccine this
year. I used to dispel the myths

and misinformation,” he says.

While YouTube still continues
to be the most successful plat-
form for game streaming in India,
independent platforms such as
Twitch, Rooter and Loco have
seen ballooning audiences. These
platforms serve as alternative
sources of revenue for gamers,
some of whom enter a con-
tract with them for streaming.
Imagine a pyramid with
top, middle and bottom sec-
tions, each representing the
three categories of gamers: star
players with their own clout, up-
and-coming gamers with signifi-

cant following, and novices.
Platforms such as Rooter,
which has over 7.5 million active
users of which 3.8 million come
from their app, primarily target
the bottom and middle parts that

The frog
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consist of a sizeable proportion of
gamers. “YouTube is not going to
support middle players because
their algorithm throws them out
of the system. These are gamers
with potential to go big; we are
giving equal opportunity irres-
pective of size,” says Piyush Ku-
mar, CEO, Rooter.

Selling their personality

Live streaming sessions can go up
to four or five hours. There are no
time restrictions for streaming on
Rooter, says Kumar. In fact, when
Kumar got on a call with us, a
streaming had been on-going on
for seven hours and still had over
1,200 followers.

Rooter, especially, has been ac-
tively building its brand by sign-
ing contracts with star gamers
like Gyan Gaming, who has 11 mil-
lion subscribers on YouTube, and
PVS Gaming, with the biggest sub-
scriber base in South India.

How do they hold their au-
dience’s attention for so long?

“It is, in a sense, a perfor-
mance,” says Kaashvi Hirananda-
ni, who owns YouTube channel
Kaash Plays. She has the energy of

A few years after her heroic death,
folk memory — in the form of songs
and poems — waxed eloquent of Ra-
ni Lakshmibai’s valour in the battle-
field. At the same time, stories of
her alleged “intemperance” spread
far and wide, with the British calling
her sexually promiscuous, a liquor
addict with a violent temper. In
sharp contrast to this stands Begum
Hazrat Mahal’s absence in public
memory or recollection.

These are two women who never
met each other, but led similar lives,
with a common goal: to overthrow
British rule in India. While one has
been hailed a nationalist icon, the
other remains shadowed in forgot-
ten accounts. Right from their even-
tual rise during a pivotal moment of
India’s colonial history — the Revolt
of 1857 — to their heroic yet poig-
nant deaths, author Rudrangshu
Mukherjee’s latest non-fiction work,
A Begum & A Rani — Hazrat Mahal
and Lakshmibai in 1857, (published
by Penguin), captures what makes
them feminist icons.

Mukherjee has been researching
the 1857 uprising for nearly 45 years
and this is his sixth book on the sub-
ject. His area of research was largely
on Awadh and Kanpur, but this
time, he decided to shift his focus to
Jhansi.

“I noticed the contrast — Laksh-
mibai was treated as a nationalist
icon, whereas Hazrat Mahal, also a
woman leader of the rebellion in
Awadh, was relatively a forgotten fi-

CM
K

Resilience in the battlefield Book
cover (top); Rudrangshu Mukherjee
(above) = sPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

gure,” says Mukherjee of the incep-
tion of the book.

The seed had been in his mind
for at least five to six years. “It was
when I became housebound, with
all this archival work here with me,
that I decided to give it a structure,”
he recalls, adding that he started
writing in February 2020.

Through the narrative, he exa-
mines this anomaly and at the same
time highlights the achievements of
these two remarkable women, who
fought tooth-and-nail not only
against the British, but also the op-
pressive, patriarchal norms that
plagued mid-19th century India.

Chronologically, their stories run
parallel but the trajectories are dif-
ferent, says Mukherjee. The first

»

uprising of 1857.

“She didn’t turn a rebel till Janu-
ary or February of 1858. But Hazrat
Mahal was a rebel since the uprising
was taking place in Lucknow, end of
May/early June 1857. The second
contrast that is equally intriguing is
that Lakshmibai died on the battle-
field, fighting. Meanwhile, there is
no sighting of Hazrat Mahal even
though we know that she was send-
ing directions as a general. Unlike
Lakshmibai, she fled to Nepal where
she died in penury and obscurity,”
says Mukherjee.

He asks questions on whether the
manner in which both died has
anything to do with their differing
popularity. “The other suggestion I
make is that one was an upper-caste
queen, from a royal family whereas
Hazrat Mahal was a slave’s daughter
who caught the fancy of the king of
Awadh. She becomes somebody on-
ly when her 12-year-old son is put on
the throne by the rebels.” The diffe-
rent social standing, Mukherjee be-
lieves, had an impact on the way pe-
ople saw these women.

Largely pinned on years of ar-
chival research, the narrative of A
Begum & A Rani takes on a different
hue towards the end, as Mukherjee
meditates on their afterlives by ana-
lysing public memory.

“I see history as an exercise in re-
trieval of the aspects of the past.
The more aspects we retrieve, the
richer our understanding of history
becomes,” he concludes.

Naturalist Hadlee Renjith’s project to conserve the
endangered Anaimalai flying frog at a plantation in Munnar
triggers an organic movement to revive its habitat

ANASUYA MENON

In a corner of a sprawling
cardamom plantation at
Pothamedu in Munnar, a
small but inspiring story un-
folds. A critically endan-
gered frog species, the Raco-
phorus pseudomalabaricus
or Anaimalai flying frog, is
getting a new home.

Naturalist, frog enthusiast
and Kerala Tourism guide
Hadlee Renjith, who leads
herping tours in Munnar,
constructed two ponds at
Windermere Estate to res-
tore the habitat for the Anai-
malai flying frog. He struck
upon the idea on one of his
photography tours at the 60-
acre property, when he
caught a glimpse of the frog
in a cement tank previously
used for irrigation.

Hadlee sought support
from the Wildlife Trust of In-
dia (WTI), which took it up
as its first rapid action pro-

ject for amphibian conserva-
tion and offered to fund it.
Fortunately, the plantation
owners readily agreed, de-
marcating an area, which

they pledged to leave
undisturbed.

“Trees and the under-

A new home
The Anaimalai
flying frog
(top); the pond
Hadlee Renjith
created (left)

= SPECIAL
ARRANGEMENT

growth in a cardamom plan-
tation offer the perfect envi-
ronment for these frogs to
hibernate,” says Hadlee.
“Everything they need for
survival — trees, rain and a
water pool — are right here,
SO we can re-create a favoura-

»

aradio jockey in her streams. “In
real life, I am a bit reserved. If a
person I am close to offline watch-
es my stream, they will be
shocked,” she says, but reckons
this change in personality is ne-
cessary: “People are investing
two or three hours of their time in
what I am doing. It is like a TV
show for them. So, I try to be as
entertaining as possible.”

In a way, these streamers sell a
personality — and, it needn’t al-
ways be theirs.

Ajjubhai, for instance, does it
without even revealing his face.
“When a fellow YouTuber gamer
revealed his face after a while, pe-
ople turned up at his house, and
college. Fans even called his pa-
rents. I get very uncomfortable
with such attention,” he says.

The regional connect

Language seems to be an impor-
tant determiner in gaining follow-
ers. Hari reckons audiences pref-
er regional languages over
English. All the Indian streamers
featured in YouTube’s list of top
live streamers for 2020 speak
Hindi in their videos. Kaashvi,
who grew up in Singapore, used
to stream in English initially. But,
upon her audience’s request, she
polished her Hindi, which signifi-
cantly increased her subscribers.

There are also streamers who
use abusive language to draw fol-
lowers, most of whom are adoles-
cents. Scrutiny on such streamers
increased in Tamil Nadu after the
recent arrest of Madan Kumar Ma-
nikkam (known as Madan OP), af-
ter complaints about him hosting
obscene conversations with mi-
nors and women.

This incident, Hari says, got a
bad rap for streamers in Tamil Na-
du. “Even my parents asked me to
reconsider gaming,” he adds,
“But streamers like this are in the
minority.”

However, abuse cannot be pre-
vented, especially when it comes
from the audience. Kaashvi, as a
female streamer, understands
this better, explaining, “If I get
100 good comments, there will be
10 bad ones. And, some of them
get really nasty. People know how
to pick on one’s insecurities.  am
fairly new to streaming, so it does
bring me down.”

Despite the challenges, she
continues to stream because it is
as lucrative as it is fun.

Kaashvi works in finance,
drawing “a mid-seven-figure sal-
ary” a year. But, she once made as
much money in a month through
streaming. She concludes, “It’s
probably a dream job.”

ble ecosystem.”

Endemic to the southern
part of the Western Ghats,
the numbers of these frogs
have declined rapidly due to
the loss of habitat. When the
grasslands of Munnar were
converted to tea plantations,
some of the Shola forests be-
came cardamom plantations.
Munnar has an estimated
30,000 to 40,000 hectares
under cardamom cultivation,
and while trees are protect-
ed, undergrowth is usually
cleared leading to the habitat
loss of several frog and rep-
tile species.

Hadlee set to work with
two friends, his wife and
daughter, digging the earth
for ponds. The bigger pond is
about 10-feet-long, three-feet
wide and 2.5-feet deep. They
lined these with jute sacks
and tarpaulin to hold water
through the dry period. They
then added pebbles and
planted vegetation to create
natural hiding spots for the
frogs.

“We created awareness
among the plantation super-
visors to refrain from clear-
ing undergrowth just before
harvesting cardamom,” adds
Hadlee, who is working on a
field guide on frogs in Mun-
nar, for which 30 species
have been identified.

The project has helped
dispel myths surrounding
the frog. “There is a popular
misconception that these
frogs feed on the cardamom
pods. They don’t feed on the
pods; they feed on insects
and other pests instead,” says
Simon John, owner of the
Windermere Estate, where
naturalists take guests on
herping tours.

Hadlee is pleased that his
first attempt at conservation
has yielded results. “I spotted
seven tadpoles in one of the
ponds. And this means there
could be more.”
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An ode to a

GAUTAM SUNDER

It has been 22 years since Kargil
War hero Captain Vikram Batra e to unseen look into Batra’s rela-
was killed in action while fight- ; '
ing for the nation. His actions

Shershaah, along with a hither-

tionship with his girlfriend and
fiancee, Dimple Cheema.

WHAT'S NEXT?

Kiara Advani on signing
her pan-Indian project
with director Shankar: "It
is my first pan-Indian film,
and I'm honoured to be

extraordinary, and this
project is sure to be like
none other. It is also my
second film with Ram
Charan, and | just can't
wait to get on set and
have a fantastic shoot!"

Kargil War terrain, promises an
emotional, patriotic look at the
Indian Army officer’s life, flam-
boyant personality, and his ulti-

to have been a
larger-than-life character
in real life. How do you
represent someone like
him?
Sidharth: You are absolutely
right. Going through Captain
Vikram’s book or the stuff writ-
ten about him, you find that he
was an extremely ‘filmy’ per-
son, for lack of a better word.

I was fortunate that the first

Actors Sidharth Malhotra and Kiara
Advani discuss playing real-life characters
in Shershaah, the biopic on Kargil War
legend, Captain Vikram Batra

biopic after the M.S. Dhoni
film. Is there a sense of
apprehension when you
play a living character?
When you are playing a real-life
character, their feedback is the

get her feedback. I hope the
same happens with Dimple
with Shershaah.

Portraying someone real
comes with its own set of chal-
lenges, and a certain responsi-
bility. But as an actor, we are gi-
ven the source material and we
try to be as honest as possible
to the emotion and personality
we are playing.

Vishnuvardhan is known
for commercial
blockbusters such as Billa
and Arrambam in Tamil.

films, Billa. After we connect-
ed, I saw some of his other films
too. Shershaah has been
through an odd journey, from
when I first heard it years ago,
with a completely different
team attached.

But after all the changes,
once Vishnu came on board,
his energy was so enthusiastic
and he was eager to be part of
this film. Full marks to Vishnu

All about
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Filmmaker John Carney says the modern
in Modern Love refers not to the type of
love but to a lifestyle in a big metropolis

MINI ANTHIKAD CHHIBBER

Modern Love, based on the
eponymous The New York
Times column explored
different shades of love in New

featured a bunch of A-listers
including Anne Hathaway, Tina
Fey, Andy Garcia, Dev Patel
and John Slattery. Season 2,
which streams from August 13,
has its share of stars from Tom
Burke and Minnie Driver to Kit
Harington and Tobias Menzies.

The right choice

“It feels like you will find the
right actor for the right job in
this show,” Carney, who
reprises his writer-director
duties for Season 2, says over a
video call. “It is half an hour of

connected with that script and
got to make these cool
episodes’. There is no more
commitment and that is
attractive to some actors in
certain phases of their
careers.”

Carney enjoys the
show’s half-hour format.
“I find that challenging. I
am getting a little tired
of TV going on and on

would work as television from
17 years of content is a
mammoth ask. “There are two
kinds of criteria that I look for.
The first is a personal
connection with the piece.

directed by him most important. I saw M.S. York. That can be a dimension of a
e yHis vision is Dhoni: The Untold Story with The first season written and  character, a relationship or a
: Sakshi Dhoni and was lucky to directed by John Carney friendship that hits me,” says

Carney.

He adds, “The second is
when I am struck by something
about a particular essay as a
filmmaker. I could imagine
things in a scene playing well.
Or I could imagine, directing
five things that would be fun,
challenging and interesting. I
don’t usually go ‘Oh I'love that
essay so therefore I love that
piece of TV’. That is not the
way it works. We have actually
found that often the best essays
should remain written. I have
struggled often to shoehorn an

mately doomed love story. Ex- Now he makes his their time. If the actress is free,  essay that I love into a

cerpts from an interview: Bollywood debut with she comes and plays for aweek half-an-hour screenplay that
Shershaah... and a half. While it is not a has not worked.”

Captain Vikram Batra is a Sidharth: I had earlier seen huge amount of money or

legend, but he also seems one of Vishnuws commercial prestige, they feel like ‘I About time

Though the show is called
Modern Love, Carney says, love
is timeless. “Obviously the
circumstances in which we
find ourselves, with cell
phones, iPads and

computers affect our

expectations of love.

At the end of the day,
what we looked for in
these stories is less
about being

on the battlefield inspired the Tamil director Vishnuvard- person I met was his twin and our cameraman Kamaljeet with long shows super-current and
Indian Army to victory and he han (of Billa fame) makes his  brother. Who better than him  Negi for giving it a very real and that require you more about being
went on to become a house- Hindi debut with the film, setto  to tell me about Capt Vikram? raw feel, and shooting with a to watch romantically
hold name across the country. premiere next week. Starring  Of course, I met his parents, his minimal setup on top of that everything in truthful,
After the war against Pakis- Bollywood hotshots Sidharth family, and chatted with his mountain, be it wind, rain or order. You can regardless of
tan, Batra, who was just 24 Malhotra and Kiara Adva- comrades who were in the bat-  any kind of difficulty. dip in to geography.”

when he succumbed to ene- ni, the biopic, which is  tlefield. That is where the idea Kiara: He is such an amaz- Modern Love Modern
my fire, was posthumous- being touted as the first of what he would be like started ~ ing person to be around, and at any stage in Love Season 2
ly honoured with the Indian film to have from because there is so knows exactly how to get you the series.” streams on
Param Vir Chakra, In- been shot in the much already written into the zone. The fun scenes Modern Amazon
dia’s highest mili- B about him in the public between Sidharth and I, and Loveis a Prime Video
tary award for domain. the banter between us comes weekly from August
distinguished We had Army personnel across as so real because he just column, 13.
acts of valour training me and the rest of the let us be. Even though he is Ta- which started
during cast, and helping us shoot in  mil, he really nailed the Punjabi in 2004. It is
wartime. the Kargil terrain. I think our accent and dialect in the film. also a book,

Now, an A story of triumph action pieces look slightly He still calls me ‘Dimple’ and I a podcast """ New-age love Director

— ode to his in- Sidharth Malhotra fresh, because we are the first love it (laughs). and a show. ! rJ John Carney +

domitable spirit and Kiara Advaniina Hindi film to shoot in Kargil. Shershaah premieres on Picking t L *SPECIALARRANGEMENT

Amazon Prime Video on Au-
gust 12.

scene from the film
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

articles that l

and courage comes

to life with the film Kiara, this is your second

Conquering waves

The Covelong Classic at Surf Turf in Ta-
mil Nadu is taking place between Au-
gust 9 and 11. It will see the best surfers
from around the country participating.

age people to come out and surf. For the
upcoming competition, there are 60
participants so far, registered from Co-
velong, Puducherry, Rameshwaram,

The India Seashell Museum in
Mamallapuram expands to include a
dinosaur and a mineral museum

“It is a Surfing Federation of India Mamallapuram, Mangaluru, Goa and oF ] Al _thmgs
. X i ancient
event. We are trying to do it differently  parts of Kerala. (Clockwise
this time by following the World Surfing Categories include Boys Under 15, from far left)
League format,” says Arun Vasu, presi-  Girls Under 15, and Open categories for Entry to the
dent of Surfing Federation of India, ages 16 and above. For stand up pad- mineral
| partner Surf Turf, and one of the spon-  dling, the distance is 6 kilometres for ' museum; the
sors for the event. The idea is to get men and 2 to 3 km for women. “We are dinosaur
more serious now that surfing is part of  going to have a talent watch and identify museum and
the Olympics as well, he says. two to three new surfers. The SFI will pearl of
The older events had about take them on and train them,” malleus
200 surfers and various catego- “_ says Vasu. They will then get = MEGHNA
ries like U-17 and Masters be- to participate in the Asian MAJUMDAR

cause the idea was to encour- Surfing Circuit in Bali. The

wybest from there will qual-

- ify for the World Surfing
- League.
SWETA AKUNDI
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danger (7) 1 Drink of tea (informal) .. . . . R .
10 Receive from a () ly addition — over the years, the the mineral collection — behind glass  collection. “Seashells feed the beach-
predecessor (7) 2 Opening passage (abbr) seashell museum has expanded to ac- panels are onyx, arl}ethyst, quartz, — es — they have.a function in the eco-
11 Great pain (5) (5) commodate a pearl museum, set up moonstones, topaz, jasper and jade, system, so their hardcore collection
13 Preparation forashow 3 Tables of standard in 2018, and a mineral museum, all polished and shaped into orbs. from one strip would be invasive,”
(9) numerical calculations which was set up last year but owing  father, Raja Mohamed, a fish mer- From here, our guide, Syed Salim, points out naturalist M Yuvan.
15 Moved (9) (5,8) to the pandemic, could only open chant from Rameswaram who set up takes us to the pearl museum, rattling “Collection shouldn’t be for collec-
18 Simple song (5) 4 A West Slavic language this year, after the lockdowns were the museum in 2012. “For 38 years, off at full speed the names of oysters  tion’s sake, but to facilitate a deeper
21 Root vegetables (7) (6) relaxed. my father has been collecting seash-  that hold pearls inside them. “The co- understanding about what lives on
The collection belongs to Riswan’s  ells, pearls and minerals,” says Ris- lour of the pearl depends on the co- the beach.”
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Taliban claim attack on Afghan Minister

The group calls it the beginning of Tetaliatory attacks’ against govt. personnel for the recent air strikes

4

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KABUL

The Taliban on Wednesday
claimed responsibility for a
huge bomb attack in Kabul
targeting the Defence Minis-
ter, as the insurgents fought
for control of a string of be-
sieged cities across the
country.

The bomb-and-gun attack
on Defence Minister Bismil-
lah Mohammadi on Tuesday
was one of the biggest in Ka-
bul for months, bringing vio-
lence to the capital after in-
tense fighting in the south
and west of the country.

The Afghan and U.S. mili-
taries have carried out air
strikes against the insurgents
to push them back, and the
Taliban said the Kabul attack
was a response to that.

“The attack is the begin-
ning of the retaliatory opera-
tions against the circles and
leaders of the Kabul adminis-
tration who are ordering at-
tacks and the bombing of dif-
ferent parts of the country,”
Taliban spokesman Zabihul-
lah Mujahid said in a state-

e
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Blown to pieces: Afghan security personnel inspecting the
site of the car bomb explosion in Kabul on Wednesday. =arp

ment on social media. It re-
presents a major escalation
by the Taliban, who have lar-
gely refrained from large-
scale attacks in the capital in
recent years after starting
talks with the United States
on troop withdrawal.

The first bomb exploded
in the centre of Kabul, send-
ing a thick plume of smoke
into the sky. Less than two
hours later, there was anoth-

Ethiopia suspends two
aid groups in Tigray

‘They were spreading misinformation’

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
ADDIS ABABA

Ethiopia on Wednesday de-
fended its decision to sus-
pend two humanitarian
groups active in its war-hit
Tigray region, accusing
them of “disseminating mis-
information” online.

The three-month suspen-
sion of the Dutch section of
Doctors Without Borders,
known by its French acro-
nym MSF, and the Norwe-
gian Refugee Council (NRC)
represents the latest blow to
the troubled humanitarian
response in Tigray, where

the UN says hundreds of
thousands are suffering
from famine.

In a statement on Wed-
nesday, Ethiopia said both
MSF and NRC “have been
disseminating misinforma-
tion in social media and oth-
er platforms outside of the
mandate and purpose for
which the organisations
were permitted to operate”.

Jan Egeland, NRC’s secre-
tary general, has frequently
used his Twitter account to
issue stark warnings about
the humanitarian situation
in Tigray.

er loud blast followed by
smaller explosions and rapid
gunfire, also near the high-
security Green Zone that
houses several embassies, in-
cluding the U.S. mission.

The Minister was safe and
Afghan forces repelled the
attackers, but at least eight
people were killed, Interior
Ministry spokesman Mirwais
Stanikzai said.

Mr. Mohammadi later said

UNSC against ‘Islamic Emirate’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
UNITED NATIONS
The UN Security Council,
currently being presided
over by India, declared that
it does “not support the
restoration of the Islamic
Emirate” in Afghanistan, as
it expressed concern over
the violence in the country.
In a press statement
issued by Council President
T.S. Tirumurti, members of
the 15-nation Council
reaffirmed that there is no

it was a suicide car bomb at-
tack targeting his house.

The Taliban threat came
after the Afghan military
launched a counterattack
against the insurgents in the
southern city of Lashkar
Gah.

War crimes

Meanwhile, Human Rights
Watch accused the Taliban of
war crimes for “summarily”

military solution to the
conflict and “declared that
they do not support the
restoration of the Islamic
Emirate”. “The members
called on both the Islamic
Republic and the Taliban to
engage meaningfully in an
inclusive, Afghan-led and
Afghan-owned peace
process in order to make
urgent progress towards a
political settlement and a
ceasefire,” the statement
said.

executing detained soldiers,
police and civilians with al-
leged ties to the Afghan go-
vernment in areas they had
recently seized.

The rights group said it
had also obtained a list of 44
people who were killed by
the Taliban in the town of
Spin Boldak, which the in-
surgents  captured last
month along the border with
Pakistan.

Biden calls on Cuomo to resign

New York Governor sexually abused 11 women, finds probe

REUTERS
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Joe Biden said
on Tuesday that New York
Governor Andrew Cuomo
should resign in light of a re-
port by the State Attorney
General that found the De-
mocratic Governor had sex-
ually harassed 11 women.

“I think he should resign,”
Mr. Biden told reporters at
the White House.

New York’s Attorney Gen-
eral, Letitia James, unveiled
the results of an investiga-
tion earlier on Tuesday that
showed the Governor had
engaged in unwanted grop-
ing, kissing and hugging and

Fully vaccinated one-third as
likely to get COVID-19: study

They may also be less likely to pass on the virus to others

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

Fully vaccinated people in
England were one-third as
likely to test positive for CO-
VID-19, according to an on-
going survey of the popula-
tion released on Wednesday.

The latest findings, from a
long-running study by scien-
tists at Imperial College Lon-
don and market research
company Ipsos MORI, were
based on 98,233 swabs ta-
ken between June 24 and Ju-
ly 12.

They showed one in 160
people infected with corona-
virus, with a prevalence rate
of 1.21% for unvaccinated
respondents and 0.40% for
those fully jabbed.

The study also found that
double vaccinated people

ELSEWHERE

EU sends help to fight
fires in Greece, Italy
BRUSSELS

Firefighting resources from
European Union nations are
on their way to Greece, Italy,
Albania and Northern Mace-
donia to help fight forest
blazes, the EU crisis manage-
ment commissioner said on
Wednesday. “We are working
around the clock to send help
as fires rage across Europe,”
commissioner Janez Lenarcic
said in a statement. Greek
firefighters have been
battling several heatwave-
fuelled forest infernos,
including around Athens that
have destroyed dozens of
homes and businesses and
forced the evacuation of
villages, and others in the
south. Fires have also scor-
ched parts of Italy, including
in Sicily and near Rome. arp
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may be less likely to pass on
the virus to others than
those who have not received
a vaccine.

However, officials and
scientists in Britain have
urged caution after the go-
vernment eased all virus
curbs in England on July 19,
including the legal require-
ment to wear masks in cer-
tain indoor settings.

A U.S. government docu-
ment leaked last week
warned that infections
among fully vaccinated peo-
ple are not as rare as pre-
viously thought and that
such cases are highly
contagious.

Paul Elliott, a Professor at
Imperial’s School of Public
Health and director of the
survey programme, said the

findings “confirm our pre-
vious data showing that both
doses of a vaccine offer good
protection against getting in-
fected”. “However, we can
also see that there is still a
risk of infection, as no vac-
cine is 100% effective.”

COVID-19 cases registered
daily by Britain’s Health Mi-
nistry have declined since
the relaxation of rules, while
population surveys have
suggested they may still be
rising, albeit at a slower rate.
The trend has surprised ex-
perts and officials, who
predicted a surge in new in-
fections. The Imperial-Ipsos
study — covering the period
up to July 12 — showed even
then cases were climbing
more gradually than during
the previous month.

China coaxing wayward
herd of elephants home

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
DAQIAO

First the entire village is
shooed indoors, its power
supply is cut, and finally ba-
nanas and other elephant
treats are dumped on the
opposite side of town to
coax the uninvited guests to
pass through.

So goes the routine wel-
come ceremony for China’s
wayward herd of 14 wild ele-
phants, whose wandering
ways have sparked an un-
usual operation aimed at
steering them home across
steep, winding, and often
populated terrain.

The group left its home
range far south near the
Laos border 16 months ago
for a grand food tour across
rich farmland in southeas-
tern Yunnan province.

Now it’s a jumbo task for
the three dozen forestry fi-
refighters who have been
charged with shepherding

»

A drone image of the herd in
Yunnan province. =arp

the elephants safely home.
This includes tracking the
night-moving animals that
can disappear into thick for-
est and trek up to 30 kilo-
metres a day using drones.
It’s the furthest north that
China’s wild Asian ele-
phants have travelled in re-
corded times, said Yang
Xiangyu, a task force leader.
They’ve travelled more than
700 km, Mr. Yang said, and
though now pointed home-
ward, still have several
hundred more to go.

-

Andrew Cuomo

made inappropriate com-
ments to multiple women.
Mr. Biden previously said
that if the investigation de-
termined Mr. Cuomo acted
inappropriately, he would
call for his resignation. On
Tuesday, Mr. Biden said he

China restricts
overseas travel
to curb cases

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BEIJING

China on Wednesday tight-
ened overseas travel res-
trictions for its citizens as
part of efforts to contain
rising coronavirus cases,
after reporting its highest
number of infections in
months fuelled by the Del-
ta variant.

Local governments have
tested entire cities and
locked down millions, with
the official figures on Wed-
nesday revealing 71 new in-
fections — the most since
January, but still a low case-
load despite the outbreak
spreading to dozens of ci-
ties. The immigration auth-
ority said it would stop is-
suing ordinary passports
and other documents nee-
ded for exiting the country
in “non-essential and non-
emergency” cases.

Abdul Qayyum
Niazi elected
PoK premier

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD

Abdul Qayyum Niazi of the
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
party was on Wednesday
elected the new premier of
Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir, hours after Prime Mi-
nister Imran Khan nomi-
nated him for the top post.

Mr. Niazi received 33
votes in the 53-member
newly formed Legislative
Assembly of PoK, whereas
joint Opposition candidate
Chaudhry Latif Akbar se-
cured just 15 votes, accord-
ing to the official result. He
succeeds Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz’s Raja Fa-
rooq Haider, whose tenure
ended on July 30.

Mr. Niazi had won the
Legislative Assembly elec-
tion from the Abbaspur-
Poonch area. Mr. Khan’s
party secured 32 seats in
the House.

stuck by those comments in
calling for the Democratic
Governor to step down.

The investigation found
that the Governor groped,
kissed or made suggestive
comments to 11 women and
created a “toxic” workplace
in violation of the law.

In a recorded statement
after the Attorney General
unveiled the findings of the
five-month independent in-
quiry, Mr. Cuomo denied he
had acted inappropriately
and made clear he had no
plans to resign. The civil in-
vestigation will not directly
lead to criminal charges
against him.

U.S. ships 110 mn doses of
COVID-19 vaccine abroad

India is keen to resolve the indemnity issue, says official

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN
SUHASINI HAIDAR

The U.S. has shipped more
than 110 million doses of CO-
VID-19 vaccines to middle-
and-low-income countries,
President Joe Biden an-
nounced on Tuesday. This
exceeds a commitment to
donate at least 80 million
doses of mostly AstraZeneca
vaccine globally.

India did not appear on
an official list of countries
that had received U.S. vac-
cines, a consequence of un-
resolved liability issues bet-
ween the government of
India and vaccine
manufacturers.

An Indian official involved
in the vaccine negotiations
told The Hindu that the go-
vernment is keen to resolve
the indemnity issue for both
donations as well as com-
mercial orders for the three
U.S. vaccine manufacturers
(Pfizer, Moderna and John-
son &Johnson), and all vac-
cine shipments from the U.S.
are held up for now.

In an interview to NDTV,
the government’s vaccine
panel chief, N.K. Arora, sug-
gested that India could re-
consider its position on so-
vereign indemnity for U.S.
vaccines if a larger number
of doses, between “100 and
200 million doses” were of-
fered, but that India is going
ahead with its vaccine plans
to inoculate all eligible
adults with COVID-19 vac-
cines without factoring in
vaccines imported from the
U.S.

Liability waiver

Thus far, India has only gi-
ven approval to pharma
company Cipla on Tuesday
to import the Moderna
mRNA vaccine. In early July,
a shipment of 7.5 million
doses of Moderna vaccines

The U.S. had committed to
donating at least 80 million
doses of vaccine.

were bound for India. This
shipment, a part of the do-
nations from international
vaccine distribution facility
COVAX, were held back at
the last minute, as neither
the government nor Cipla
was willing to sign the liabil-
ity waiver, according to the
official who spoke to The
Hindu.

Pfizer is yet to apply for
approval in India. During his
remarks on Tuesday, Mr. Bi-
den said the U.S. would be-
gin shipping by the end of
this month some of the 500
million doses of Pfizer-BioN-
Tech vaccines that it had
committed to foreign coun-
tries. The U.S. was also ex-
panding manufacturing at
home and abroad, including
in India, according to Mr.
Biden.

“We have committed to
over a half a billion doses.
And we’re trying to provide
for more and provide for the
capacity of countries like In-
dia to be able to produce the
vaccine themselves. And
we’re helping them do that.
That’s what we’re doing
now,” he said.

India and the U.S., along
with their Quad partners Ja-
pan and Australia, plan to
supply at least 1 billion doses
of the Johnson & Johnson
(J&J) vaccine across Asia by
the end of 2022. These will

be produced in India by the
Hyderabad-based Biological
E.

Far from clear

But the road ahead is far
from clear. After the press
reported earlier this week
that J&] had withdrawn an
application for accelerated
approval of its Janssen CO-
VID-19 vaccine in India, the
company said it remained in
talks with the Indian govern-
ment on “how best to accel-
erate our ability to deliver
our COVID-19 vaccine to In-
dia”. In Parliament last
week, Minister of State for
Health Bharti Pravin Pawar
said the government-insti-
tuted vaccine panel was in
“continuous dialogue with
Pfizer, Moderna and John-
son & Johnson to discuss and
address various issues in-
cluding the issue of
indemnity”.

Most of the 111,701,000
doses donated by the U.S. so
far have been distributed via
COVAX. Indonesia has re-
ceived the largest share (8
million doses) according to a
‘factsheet’ released by the
White House on Tuesday.
Several South Asian coun-
tries were on the list: Af-
ghanistan (3.3 million dos-
es), Bhutan (500,000
doses), Nepal (1.5 million
doses), Sri Lanka (1.5 million
doses), Pakistan and Bangla-
desh (5.5 million doses
each).

Mr. Biden said that coun-
tries which had vaccinated
their populations should
provide vaccines or financial
support to the 100 or so na-
tions in need of vaccines.

“We had that discussion
at the G7 [Group of Seven]. A
number of those countries
said they were going to do
that. Some have followed
through,” he said.

1936. Berlin Olympics.

It was the biggest sporting
event in the world and

a chance for Hitler to

further his agenda

of Aryan Supremacy.

James Cleveland Owens,

a 23-year-old Afro-American
from Alabama, singlehandedly
dashed the propaganda

by putting on a performance
that made him the most
successful athlete of

the games.

HE WON

4 GOLD
MEDALS FOR
HIS COUNTRY.
AND A BATTLE
FOR HIS
RACE.

For more such stories

and a comprehensive coverage
of the Tokyo Olympics 2020,
get your 5 Collector's

Edition issues dedicated

to the Games from Sportstar.

SPORTSTAR

Grab your copy at the nearest store or visit www.sportstar.thehindu.com/subscription
To catch all the live updates, visit www.sportstar.thehindu.com
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MARKET WATCH

04-08-2021 % CHANGE

Sensex 54,370 1.02
US Dollar 74.19 0.12
Gold 46,992 0.22
Brent oil 71.34 1.04
(NIFTY50 |
PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports. 694.70.....-10.35
Asian Paints 3018.60 8.40
Axis Bank. .753.80......15.20
Bajaj Auto ....3832.00......... 3.80
Bajaj Finserv 14187.20.. -107.80
Bajaj Finance 6359.15 27.25
Bharti Airtel 574.40 -5.80
BPCL 457.15 -6.25
Britannia Ind 3578.30 5.10
Cipla 939.65.......11.50
Coal India 144.70 0.45
Divis Lab 4964.25......-42.60
Dr Reddys Lab 4768.80.......47.10
Eicher Motors 2641.80 -7.50
Grasim Ind 1554.85.....-37.55
HCL Tech 1039.95 0.50
HDFC 2676.05....1121.40
HDFC Bank 1465.30....... 30.60
HDFC Life 67530, 1.50
Hero MotoCorp 2805.50 13.60
Hindalco 442.70. -6.10
Hind Unilever 2377.10 -9.75
ICICI Bank 714.65 24.25
Indusind Bank 1020.55 -1.50
Infosys 1649.25 -5.95
Indian OilCorp 105.30.......-0.85
ITC 208.60........-1.30
JSW Steel 747.25 6.95
Kotak Bank 1749.95 64.30
L&T 1623.20.....-11.15
M&M 766.25 -4.60
Maruti Suzuki 7102.90.....-96.50
Nestle India Ltd. ... 18057.35... -226.75
NTPC 117.85 0.20
ONGC 117.35 -0.55
PowerGrid Corp 175.25 0.80
Reliance Ind 2103.75 16.00
SBI Life 1136.85 5.15
State Bank 456.95.......10.45
Shree Cement 29133.15....-70.35
Sun Pharma 785.75 -9.05
Tata  Consumer
Products Ltd. 758.75 -8.90
Tata Motors 298.15 -5.55
Tata Steel 1416.20. 9.00
TcS 3273.95...-10.95
Tech Mahindra 1216.50.......-9.75
Titan 1799.60......-40.60
UltraTech Cement.....7750.00.....-93.25
UPL . 785.00........-5.55
Wipro 596.80........-2.60

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on August 04

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL
US Dollar 73.99 74.31
Euro 87.72.....88.13
British Pound 103.08... 103.53
Japanese Yen (100)...67.76.......68.06
Chinese Yuan 11.45.....11.50
Swiss Franc 81.78....82.14
Singapore Dollar 54.82 55.07
Canadian Dollar 59.02....59.31
Malaysian Ringitt 17.52....17.61

Source:Indian Bank

RBI extends deadline on
current account norms
MUMBAI

The RBI has allowed banks
time till October 31 to
implement its guidelines on
opening and operating of
current accounts. The time
should be utilised to arrive at
mutually satisfactory
resolutions, the RBI said.

SBI Q1 net jumps 55% to record

16,504 cr. on lower provisions

Stress seen in home, gold and SME loan segments, observes chairman Khara

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

State Bank of India (SBI) on
Wednesday said first-quarter
standalone net profit rose
55.3% to 36,504 crore due to
lower loan loss provisioning
and sizeable recovery from a
bad loan account. This was
its highest quarterly net pro-
fit, the lender said in a filing.

Profit was lifted by the re-
covery of 1,692 crore from
the Kingfisher Airlines loan
account during the quarter.
Loan loss provisions slid
46.6% to 35,030 crore.

Net interest income rose
3.74% to 327,638 crore while
domestic net interest margin
fell 9 basis points to 3.15%.
Provision Coverage Ratio de-
clined 39 bps to 85.9%.

Slippages rose multifold

KVB QI profit
rises a tad to
X109 crore

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Karur Vysya Bank (KVB) on
Wednesday reported frst-
quarter net profit rose mar-
ginally by 33 crore to 3109
crore.

Total income from oper-
ations contracted to %1,596
crore from 31,693 crore,
while net interest income
rose 14% to X638 crore.

Net interest margin
stood at 3.55%, the lender
said in a statement.

Non-interest income (in-
cluding treasury profit) de-
clined to 220 crore from
317 crore. Cost of deposits
improved by 84 basis
points to 4.53%, while yield
on advances contracted to
8.55% from 9.32%.

Gross NPAs declined to
7.97% from 8.34%, while
net NPAs rose to 3.69%
from 3.44%.
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Payback time: The highest-ever quarterly profit included

e,

recovery of ¥1,692 crore from Kingfisher Airlines. =a.m.raruqui

to 15,666 crore from 33,637
crore. But a significant part
of this amount had been
pulled back in July, chairman
Dinesh Kumar Khara said at
a video press conference.
“The most impact was felt
in May. The localised lock-

downs had significant im-
pact on our business and col-
lections.... We  expect
recovery to improve in the
coming quarters,” he added.
He declined to give any gui-
dance for FY22 citing the un-
certain economic environ-

CERT-In tracks 6.07 lakh

cybersecurity incidents
MoS says 12,000 related to govt. bodies

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Indian Computer Emer-
gency Response Team
(CERT-In) observed more
than 6.07 lakh cybersecuri-
ty incidents in the first six
months of 2021, of which
about 12,000 were related
to government organisa-
tions, the government in-
formed Lok Sabha on
Wednesday.

A total of 6,07,220 cyber-
security incidents were ob-
served during 2021 up to
June, according to CERT-In.

The data was shared by
Minister of State for Elec-
tronics and IT Rajeev Chan-
drasekhar in a written reply
to Lok Sabha.

Mr. Chandrasekhar ad-
ded that according to the
logs analysed and made
available to CERT-In, the IP

b

addresses of the computers
from where the attacks ap-
peared to originate be-
longed to various countries
including Algeria, Brazil, Ca-
nada, China, France, Ger-
many, Hong Kong, Indone-
sia, the Netherlands, North
Korea, Pakistan, Russia, Ser-
bia, Singapore, South Ko-
rea, Sri Lanka, Taiwan,
Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey,
U.S.A. and Vietnam.

ment. He said stress was
seen in the housing, gold
and SME loan segments.

During the quarter, the
bank received loan ‘restruc-
turing 2.0’ proposals worth
37,302 crore, of which
35,246 crore were approved.

Gross NPAs rose 3.55% to
%1,34,259 crore, while net
NPAs increased 1.05% to
343,153 crore. COVID-19 re-
lated contingency provision-
ing was at 39,065 crore.

The loan book grew
6.27%. Despite stress in
home loans, the chairman
said SBI would continue to
expand the size of the bank’s
housing loan book.

“There is no reason to
worry... We have no plans to
slow down the home loan
book,” Mr. Khara said.

Chola Financial
Q1 profit slides
39% to X357 cr.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Cholamandalam Financial
Holdings’ (CFHL) consoli-
dated net profit for Q1 FY22
contracted by 39% to 3357
crore. The Murugappa
Group firm’s revenue from
operations, however, grew
11% to 33,591 crore.

Cholamandalam Invest-
ment & Finance Co. Ltd., in
which CFHL holds about
45.46% stake, was adverse-
ly impacted by the second
wave, leading to shift of fo-
cus from business to well-
being of the affected per-
sons.

This resulted in a set-
back in Q1 performance in
the disbursements and col-
lections, the company said
in a filing. Disbursements
rose by a marginal 1% as
vehicle purchases were
predominantly deferred.

Service sector contracts for
a third straight month: PMI

‘Offsets manufacturing rally; overall, jobs dip for 17th month’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

India’s service sector con-
tracted for the third straight
month in July, with job loss-
es extending to an eighth
successive month, as per IHS
Markit’s Purchasing Manag-
ers’ Index. The PMI stood at
45.4, marginally better than
the 41.2 recorded in June.

A score above 50 indi-
cates an expansion. For the
first time in a year, services
firms were pessimistic about
the outlook for the 12-month
period on worries about the
COVID-19 pandemic, infla-
tion and profit margins.

Consumer services was
the worst-affected during Ju-
ly, indicating that the un-
locking across States had
failed to lift confidence in
the resumption of contact-

@ The performance

further impacted
private sector sales,
output, employment

POLLYANNA DE LIMA
Economics Associate Director, IHS Markit

sensitive activity, while tran-
sport and storage was the
only subsector to see higher
sales in the past month.

“In line with sustained
falls in new work, there was
a further reduction in ser-
vice sector jobs during July,”
IHS Markit said in its Servic-
es PMI statement for India.
“Employment contracted
for the eighth consecutive
month, albeit at a moderate
pace that was slower than
that seen in June,” it added.

The service sector’s per-
formance in July is in con-
trast to the manufacturing

sector which logged its high-
est PMI in three months and
saw a pause in job losses for
the first time since the pan-
demic’s onset last March.
“The subdued perfor-
mance of services more than
offset a rebound across ma-
nufacturing, causing further
contractions in private sec-
tor sales, output and em-
ployment,” said Pollyanna
De Lima, economics asso-
ciate director at IHS Markit.
India’s overall output, ma-
nufacturing and services
combined, thus contracted
for the third month in a row
as the Composite PMI Out-
put Index was 49.2 in July.
June’s reading was 43.1.
“Private sector employ-
ment decreased for the se-
venteenth month in a row in
July,” IHS Markit added.

CV segment may recover US.services
insecond half of FY22"

Agri tractor market to sustain growth’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Wheels India said it expect-
ed the commercial vehicle
(CV) segment to recover
during the second half of
the year, albeit on a low
base.

Addressing the compa-
ny’s 62nd AGM, chairman S.
Ram said the CV segment re-
mained muted currently
and was expected to post
some recovery during the
second half.

Similarly, the passenger
vehicle market is expected
to show reasonable growth
this year, he added. Mr. Ram
also said he expected the
agri-tractor market to sus-
tain the growth momentum
this year along with the con-
struction equipment mar-
ket. “The increasing adop-
tion of aluminium wheels

)
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S.Ram =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

on passenger vehicles will li-
mit the growth of steel pas-
senger car wheels,” he said.
“We have started produc-
tion of cast aluminium
wheels at our new plant in
Thervoy Kandigai near
Chennai and started export-
ing these to the U.S. Also, we
see a strong demand for
forged aluminium wheels in
export markets,” he added.

sector grows
at record rate’

REUTERS
WASHINGTON

A measure of U.S. services
industry activity jumped to
arecord high in July, boost-
ed by the shift in spending
to services from goods, but
businesses continued to
face rising prices because
of supply-chain
constraints.

The Institute for Supply
Management said its non-
manufacturing activity in-
dex raced to 64.1 in July,
the highest in the series’
history, from 60.1in June.

Demand is rotating back
to services as nearly half of
the population has been
fully vaccinated against
COVID-19, allowing people
to travel and attend sport-
ing events among services-
related activities that were
curbed early in the pan-
demic in favour of goods.

Bumrah strikes form, England shot out for 183

Scalps four while Shami takes three; Root hits half-century but receives no support; Ashwin omitted

& LV=

INDIA IN ENG

REUTERS
NOTTINGHAM

India’s Jasprit Bumrah took
four wickets as England suf-
fered a batting collapse and
slumped to 183 all out on the
opening day of the first Test
at Trent Bridge on
Wednesday.

Kohli’s men denied En-
gland a breakthrough and
were 21 for no loss at stumps,
with both Rohit Sharma and
K.L. Rahul - only drafted in
after Mayank Agwaral suf-
fered a suspected concus-
sion while batting in the nets
on Monday — unbeaten on
nine.

Bumrah, who struck with
the fifth ball of the match to
remove Rory Burns for one
of four ducks in the innings,
took four for 46 in 20.4 ov-
ers. Fellow paceman Mo-
hammed Shami also im-
pressed, finishing with three
for 28 in 17 overs.

England captain Joe Root,
who opted to bat, top-scored
with 64 and was the only bat-
sman to pass 30, with Jonny
Bairstow making 29 on his
Test return.

The slump

Bairstow’s exit at the stroke
of tea sparked a slump that
saw England, which had
been 138 for three, lose six
wickets for 22 runs against
an attack without Ishant
Sharma and off-spinner R.
Ashwin, both dropped.

Shardul Thakur, who took
the prize wicket of Root, in a
return of two of 41, said:
“Bairstow was going well. He
was poised to score a fifty, so
getting him and Root was
crucial.

“Root is one of the top
players in the world. Wheth-
er you get him out in the 60s
or early in his innings, it is al-
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ways a good wicket to have,”
added Shardul.

Remarkably, this was the
first red-ball innings this sea-
son for Bairstow and Jos But-
tler, who was out for nought.

“There’s a lot of white-ball
cricket in the middle of sum-
mer, that’s always a chal-
lenge," said England batting
coach Marcus Trescothick.
“We'd like a bit more red-ball
cricket.”

In June, England suffered
a humiliating eight-wicket
loss to New Zealand at Edg-
baston that condemned it to
a first home series loss in se-
ven years, prompting former
captain Alastair Cook to say
the current top order "can't
handle" the pressure of Test
cricket. Most of the England

»

What a start! A Bumrah special traps Burns in front in the opening over of the match. =arp

batsmen struggled again on
Wednesday.

Root’s decision to bat first
after winning the toss on a
green-tinged pitch that pro-
mised to aid India's four-man
pace attack was a bold deci-
sion given England’s well-
known batting frailties.

It took India just five balls
to reduce England to zero for
one, with left-hander Burns
Ibw on review to a Bumrah
delivery that cut back.

No. 3 batsman Zak Craw-
ley came to the crease hav-
ing made just 123 runs in 12
Test innings after a brilliant
267 against Pakistan at
Southampton last year.

Crawley scored 27 before
he was caught behind after
what seemed a speculative

review by the tourists re-
vealed a faint nick off Mo-
hammed Siraj — much to the
relief of the Indian skipper.

Opening batsman Dom Si-
bley, whose 18 took 70 balls,
then chipped Shami straight
to Rahul at short mid-wicket.

Root and Bairstow, howev-
er, kept India at bay. Howev-
er, their fourth-wicket stand
of 72 ended off the final deliv-
ery before tea when the lat-
ter was struck in front.

Falling cheaply

England’s 138 for four at the
interval soon became 138 for
five when Dan Lawrence was
caught behind down the leg-
side off Shami for nought be-
fore Buttler, who looked des-
perately out of touch, nicked

Bumrah to Pant for a 17-ball
duck.

When he reached 23, Root
surpassed Cook’s England
record of 15,737 runs in all
formats.

Shardul gets Root

His fifty took 89 balls before
he was trapped in front by
Shardul for 64. The England
skipper did not bother to re-
view the decision.

England's tail, apart from
Sam Curran’s unbeaten 27,
struggled and it was all over
when Bumrah castled James
Anderson.

SCOREBOARD

ENGLAND — 1ST INNINGS
Rory Burns lbw b Bumrah O
(5b), Dom Sibley c Rahul b
Shami 18 (70b, 2x4), Zak Craw-
ley c Pant b Siraj 27 (68b, 4x4),
Joe Root lbw b Shardul 64
(108b, 11x4), Jonny Bairstow
lbw b Shami 29 (71b, 4x4), Dan
Lawrence c Pant b Shami O (4b),
Jos Buttler c Pant b Bumrah O
(18b), Sam Curran (not out) 27
(37b, 4x4, 1x6), Ollie Robinson c
Shami b Shardul O (3b), Stuart
Broad lbw b Bumrah 4 (3b, 1x4),
James Anderson b Bumrah 1
(11b); Extras (b-1, lb-8, nb-4):
13; Total (in 65.4 overs): 183.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-0 (Burns, 0.5 ov), 2-42 (Craw-
ley, 20.6), 3-66 (Sibley, 27.3),
4-138 (Bairstow, 50.2), 5-138
(Lawrence, 50.6), 6-145 (But-
tler, 55.5), 7-155 (Root, 58.1), 8-
155 (Robinson, 58.4), 9-160
(Broad, 59.6).

INDIA BOWLING
Bumrah 20.4-4-46-4, Shami 17-
2-28-3, Siraj 12-2-48-1, Shardul
13-3-41-2, Jadeja 3-0-11-0.

INDIA — 1ST INNINGS
Rohit Sharma (batting) 9 (40b,
2x4), K.L. Rahul (batting) 9
(39b, 1x4); Extras (b-1, lb-1,
nb-1): 3; Total (for no loss in 13
overs): 21.

ENGLAND BOWLING
Anderson 3-1-9-0, Broad 5-1-
9-0, Robinson 4-3-1-0, Curran
1-1-0-0.

Toss: England.

Sindhu credits her team for Tokyo
bronze, sets sights on Paris 2024

Winning combo: P.V. Sindhu, accompanied by

Thanks coach Park for the sacrifices he has made

coach Park Tae-sang, left, and fitness trainer

-

Srikanth Varma, addresses the media on Wednesday. =nacara copaL

BADMINTON

V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM
HYDERABAD

P.V. Sindhu said her bronze
medal at the Tokyo Olym-
pics was the culmination of a
team effort, with everyone
involved in her journey mak-
ing several sacrifices to help
her step onto the podium.

Special feeling

“I am grateful to each and
every team member who
made me realise the dream
of another Olympic medal.
No doubt, the target was
gold.

“But, getting a bronze is
also a special feeling for me
given the backdrop of how
the pandemic disrupted the
whole world, especially our
tournaments schedule,”
Sindhu told the media at her
residence on Wednesday.

“I must thank my coach
[Park Tae-Sang, who was
with her at the briefing] for
the kind of sacrifices he has
made by missing his family
for almost a year since he

joined me,” she said.

“It is a dream come true
for all of us, including the
sparring partners from Su-
chitra Academy, the two
gentlemen Praveen Raju and
Pradeep Raju from that Aca-
demy, fitness trainer Sri-
kanth Verma and physio
Evangeline,” Sindhu said.

“Well, when my fitness
trainer says that I could with-
stand the training load with-
out any complaints, I must
remind myself that unless
we put in that kind of effort
we cannot be in this position
[with a second medal in as
many Games].

“This is just the beginning
and there are many more
laurels to come in the run-up
to the Paris Olympics,” she
said.

Planning and effort
“It has been a really tough
year in the run-up to the
Olympics. And, this bronze
medal would not have been
possible but for so much
planning and effort,” she
said.

“Well, if T keep playing
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well and winning tourna-
ments, then the World No.1
can also be a certainty. The
preparations for the 2024
Paris Olympics will begin af-
ter a short break as the ulti-
mate goal is to win gold
there,” a smiling Sindhu
said.

“I will continue to train at
the Gachibowli Indoor Stadi-
um,” she added.

Korean coach Park said
Sindhu’s bronze was the
most unforgettable moment
of his life.

“This being my first Olym-
pic medal as a coach, I cher-
ish every bit of it. Come on,
Sindhu let us start training
from tomorrow to get the
gold in Paris,” he said with a
big smile.

“The pandemic proved to
be very tough for athletes
too. We were patient right
through and really worked
hard,” Park said.

Sindhu’s fitness trainer at
Suchitra Academy, Srikanth
said the training programme
for the shuttler was tortu-
rous and any other athlete
would have given up.
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Dahiya roars back to enter gold medal round

Trailing 2-9 in the second period, he pins down his Kazakh opponent; Deepak and Anshu stay in the hunt for bronze

Y.B. SARANGI

Ravi Kumar Dahiya’s clini-
cal performance earned
him a place in the final of the
men’s freestyle 57kg weight
class and ensured another
medal for the country in the

Tokyo Olympics on
Wednesday.
After  Sushil  Kumar,

Worlds bronze medallist and
two-time Asian champion
Ravi became the second In-
dian wrestler to book a berth
in the final.

Meets Uguev in final
Dahiya will take on two-time
World champion Zaur Uguev
of Russia in the title clash.
The Indian made a sensa-

TV PICKS

England vs India: 1st Test,
day 2, Sony Six & Sony Ten 3
(SD & HD), 3.30 p.m.

TNPL 2021: Star Sports 2
(SD & HD), 7.30 p.m.

Tokyo 2020: Sony Ten 2,3 &
Sony Six (SD & HD), 3 a.m.
onwards (Friday)

INDIANS IN ACTION

Athletics: Men's 20km race
walk (final, 1 p.m.): KT. Irfan,

Rahul  Rohilla, Sandeep
Kumar.
Golf: Women's individual

(round 2): Aditi Ashok (4
a.m.), Diksha Dagar (5.40
a.m.).

Hockey: Men (bronze medal
match): vs Germany, 7 a.m.

Wrestling: Women: Freestyle
57kg: Anshu Malik vs Valeria
Koblova (ROC), repechage,
7.35 a.m.; bronze medal
match, 5.35 p.m.

Freestyle 53kg: Vinesh Pho-
gat vs Sofia Mattsson (Swe),
1/8 final, 8 a.m.; quarterfi-
nals, 8.55 a.m.; semifinals,
3.25p.m.

Men: Freestyle 57kg (final):
Ravi Kumar Dahiya vs Zaur
Uguev (ROC), 4.20 p.m.;
Freestyle 86kg (bronze me-
dal match): Deepak Punia vs
TBD, 4.40 p.m.

tional comeback to beat dou-
ble Worlds medallist Kazakh
Nurislam Sanayev ‘by fall’ in
the semifinals.

Leading 2-1 in the first pe-
riod, he trailed 2-9 in the se-
cond as the Kazakh defied
his head injury to roll the In-
dian over with a double-leg
hold.

However, Dahiya closed
the gap to 5-9 and showed
his class to pin down the Ka-
zakh spectacularly to reach
the final.

Earlier, the Indian beat
Pan American silver medal-
list Colombian Oscar Tigre-
ros 13-2 and Bulgarian Georgi
Vangelov 14-4 on technical
superiority to make the last
four.

Double leg attack
In his opening bout, which
was 2-2 after the first period,
Dabhiya relied on a double leg
attack on Tigreros for a cru-
cial take-down.

The Indian accumulated
points at a faster pace to out-
class the Colombian.

Calm and composed: Dahiya regained his grip on the contest in the nick of time. =ap

In the quarterfinal against
Vangelov, Dahiya was 6-0 up
in the first period.

He outwitted Vangelov in
an action-packed second pe-

riod to wrap up the contest
with 16 seconds left on the
clock.

Worlds silver medallist
Deepak Punia won two bouts

Lovlina’s remarkable journey
ends with a bronze medal

Surmeneli outclasses and outpunches Indian in semifinals

BOXING

Y.B. SARANGI

Lovlina Borgohain fin-
ished with a bronze after
being outpunched by World
champion and top seed Bu-
senaz Surmeneli of Turkey
in a women’s 69kg semifinal
bout on Wednesday.

Lovlina, a double Worlds
bronze medallist, gave it her
best shot before losing 0-5 in
the bout thoroughly domi-
nated by Surmeneli.

Third Indian

After Vijender Singh (2008)
and M.C. Mary Kom (2012),
the 23-year-old Assam wo-
man has become the third
Indian boxer to claim an
Olympics bronze.

Boxing with confidence,
Surmeneli landed clean, po-
werful and accurate combi-
nations on Lovlina’s head to
take the early advantage.

Hitting away: Busenaz Surmeneli, right, relentlessly pounded

Lovlina Borgohain and cruised into the final. =pmi

The taller Indian, who re-
ceived a standing count, re-
plied with some well-direct-
ed counters but lost the first
round 0-5.

The Turkish boxer conti-
nued to attack with the same
intensity even as Lovlina de-
livered some body shots and
right hooks in the second.
The Indian, who was served

de Grasse finally nails gold

Hurdler McLaughlin sets world record; Kenyan 1-2 in 800m

Long time coming: Canada's Andre de Grasse, centre, powered past Americans Kenneth
Bednarek and Noah Lyles to take the 200m, his first global title. =reuters

ATHLETICS

STAN RAYAN

ndre de Grasse has been

the ‘nearly-man’ for
long, winning silver and
bronze frequently at the
Olympics and Worlds,
watching others go past him
to embrace glory. All that
changed on Wednesday as
the 26-year-old won the
200m, his first global title
and Canada’s first gold in 93
years in the event, shocking
World champion and sea-
son-leader Noah Lyles.

de Grasse had won the
200m silver, behind Usain
Bolt, in Rio and had taken
the 100m bronze in Tokyo
and it looked like he would
have to wait longer, for Lyles
was in the front at 150m. But
the Canadian produced a
superb finish to triumph in a
world-leading 19.62s. Ameri-
cans Kenneth Bednarek
(19.68) and Lyles (19.74) took
silver and bronze.
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For the second successive
day, there was a world re-
cord in 400m hurdles. This
time it was 21-year-old Amer-
ican Sydney McLaughlin
who overtook defending
champion Dalilah Muham-
mad in the final straight to
better her record with 51.46s
for gold with Dalilah (51.58)
also coming under the pre-
vious record.

Emmanuel Korir and Fer-
guson Rotich made it a Ke-
nyan 12 in men’s 800m.
while Poland’s Patryk Do-
bek, a 400m hurdler who
began running 800m this
year, took bronze.

Chemutai’s distinction
Peruth Chemutai became
the first Ugandan woman to
win an Olympic gold when
she pulled off a surprise win
in the 3000m steeplechase
in 9:01.45s. Poland’s Woj-
ciech Nowicki won the
men’s hammer throw with a
personal best 82.52m.

There were disappoint-
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ments in multi-eventers with
World champions Niklas
Kaul (decathlon) and Katari-
na Johnson-Thompson (hep-
tathlon) pulling up with inju-
ries.

MEDALS RACE
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a warning, felt the fury of
Surmeneli’s punches.

Though the Turkish boxer
continued to land solid
blows on target, Lovlina
fought on bravely and lasted
the course despite receiving
another standing count. Sur-
meneli won the last two
rounds, like she did the first,
to book a spot in the final.

Neeraj qualifies for final in style

STAN RAYAN

eeraj Chopra surprising-
ly topped the qualifica-
tion round with his opening
effort and entered the final
even as some of the world’s
top javelin throwers strug-
gled for answers. The 23-
year-old Asian Games cham-
pion’s 86.65 was way better
than the automatic qualifica-
tion standard (83.50m).
Germany’s world leader
Johannes Vetter, who had
been consistent over 90m
this year, was in danger of
being eliminated at one
stage after two 82m throws

before losing to former
World champion David Tay-
lor of the USA 10-O in the
86kg semifinals.

He will face either Ali Sha-

banau or Myles Amine in the
bronze medal contest.

Anshu Malik (women’s
57kg), who went down fight-
ing to double Worlds medal-
list Iryna Kurachkina 8-2 in
the first round, had a reason
to celebrate her birthday on
Thursday as she made it to
the repechage round follow-
ing the Belarusian’s progress
to the final.

Anshu will meet Rio Olym-
pics silver medallist Russian
Valeria Koblova in her first
repechage match.

Deepak claimed his open-
ing bout on technical supe-
riority, beating  African
champion Nigerian Ekere-
keme Agiomor 12-1.

Digging deep

He staved off a strong chal-
lenge from Chinese Lin Zhu-
sen to post a 6-3 win and
reach the semifinals.

At 3-3, Lin had the upper
hand. A desperate Deepak
dug deep to exhibit a spec-
tacular takedown on the Chi-
nese and win the bout.

INDIAN ODYSSEY

Athletics: Men's javelin (qualification, overall placing): Neeraj
Chopra (first, enters final), Shivpal Singh (27th, DNQ for final).
Boxing: Women's welterweight (semifinals): Lovlina Borgohain
lost to Busenaz Surmeneli (Turkey), bags bronze.

Golf: Women's individual (round 1): Aditi Ashok (T2), Diksha Da-

gar (T56).

Hockey: Women (semifinals): lost to Argentina 1-2, to meet Great

Britain for bronze.

Wrestling: Men: Freestyle 57kg: Semifinals: Ravi Kumar Dahiya bt
Nurislam Sanayev (Kaz); 1/4 final: bt Georgi Vangelov (Bul); 1/8 fi-

nal: bt Oscar Tigreros (Col).

Freestyle 86kg: Semifinals: Deepak Punia lost to David Taylor
(USA), to fight for bronze; 1/4 final: bt Lin Zushen (Chn); 1/8 final:

bt Ekerekeme Agiomor (Ngr).

Women: Freestyle 57kg: 1/8 final: Anshu Malik lost to Iryna Ku-
rachkina (BLr); Anshu qualified for the repechage round after Ku-

rachkina reached the final.

MEDAL EVENTS ON THURSDAY

27 Gold medals are on offer at the Games on Thursday
Athletics: Men's 400m, Men's 110m Hurdles, Men's Triple Jump,
Men's Shot Put, Men's 20km Race Walk, Women's Pole Vault,

Heptathlon, Decathlon.
Boxing: Men's Feather.

Canoe Sprint: Men's Kayak Single 200m, Men's Kayak Double
1000m, Women's Kayak Single 500m, Women's Canoe Single

200m.

Cycling Track: Men's Omnium, Women's Keirin.

Diving: Women's 10m Platform.
Hockey: Men.
Karate: Women's
Kumite-67kg.

Kata,

Women's

Kumite-55kg, Men's

Marathon Swimming: Men's 10km.

Skateboarding: Men's Park.

Sport Climbing: Men's Combined.

Table Tennis: Women's Team.

Wrestling: Women's Freestyle 57kg, Men's Freestyle 57kg, Men's

Freestyle 86kg.

“Tcouldn't achieve what I set out to

It has been my dream to win an Olympic gold medal, says Lovlina

SHYAM VASUDEVAN
TOKYO

Lovlina Borgohain was bit-
terly disappointed that she
couldn’t make it to the gold-
medal bout.

“I've just lost, and I am
not really happy about it.
I’'ve had to be content with
the bronze medal through-
out my career. A medal is a
medal, whether it is an
Olympic medal or an inter-
district one,” she said right
after the bout.

When asked if she realised
the gravity of her achieve-
ment, which puts her among
the elite in India’s sporting
history, she said: “Ever since
I began boxing it has been
my dream to win an Olympic
gold medal.

“I trained and spent every
moment towards this goal. It
feels good that I have a me-
dal, but I could not achieve
what I set out to. I came here
with the target of winning
the gold medal, I was sure
that I would win the gold.”

Lovlina admitted her stra-
tegy was ineffective against

before making the cut with
an 85.64m for the second
spot. Pakistan’s Arshad Na-
deem (85.16m) was third,
making him the first from his
country to enter an Olympic
final in athletics.

Neeraj is the first Indian
javelin thrower to enter an
Olympic final and the first to
top the qualification round.

Meanwhile, Asian silver
medallist Shivpal Singh, the
other Indian in the fray (PB
86.23m), was nearly 10m be-
hind that as he finished 12th
in his group and 27th overall
with 76.40m. Only the top 12
made it to Saturday’s final.

Pleased: Lovlina with coach Bergamasco. =TwiTTer/@BFI_OFFICIAL

her Turkish opponent.

“She was strong, and I
knew she would fight aggres-
sively. I felt that if played de-
fensively then I would have
to take more punches. I
wanted to punch back as
good as I got hit,” she said.

Surmeneli, one bout away
from fulfilling her promise to
Turkey president Tayyip Er-

Neeraj. =TWITTER/SAIMEDIA

dogan of winning Olympic
gold, said she gets her ag-
gressive approach from
coach Cahit Sume, a former

Olympian.

Be aggressive

“My coach is the man who
taught me to play aggressive-
ly. I feel I can prove myself by
being aggressive and danc-

ROC: Artistic swimming: Duet

Andre de Grasse (Can): Athletics: Men's 200m
Emmanuel Korir (Ker): Athletics: Men's 800m
Wojciech Nowicki (Pol): Athletics: Men's Ham-

mer Throw

Peruth Chemutai (Uga): Athletics: Women's

3000m Steeplechase

Sydney McLaughlin (USA): Athletics: Women's

400m Hurdles

Arlen Lopez (Cub): Boxing: Men's Light Heavy
Italy: Cycling Track: Men's Team Pursuit
Equestrian:

Ben Maher
Individual

(GBr):

The Lovlina file
B Age: 23
B Birthplace: Assam

B Family: Parents (Tiken and
Mamoni) and twin sisters
(Lima and Licha)

m Sports: Did Muay thai before
taking up boxing in 2012

B Weight category:
Welterweight

B Achievements: Bronze in the
Tokyo 2020 Olympics

H Bronze in the 2018 and
2019 editions of the World
championships in Delhi and
Ulan-Ude

B Bronze in the 2017 and
2021 Asian championships in
Ho Chi Minh City and Dubai

B Awards: Arjuna Award in
2020

ing in the ring is my signa-
ture,” she said.

She added that she got
some messages from Indian
fans on Twitter, who told her
not to defeat Lovlina.

WEDNESDAY’S GOLD WINNERS

Jumping

Ana Marcela Cunha (Bra): Marathon Swimming:

Women's 10km

Chemutai.

Australia: Sailing: Men's Two Person Dinghy -

470

Great Britain: Sailing: Women's Two Person Dinghy - 470

Sakura Yosozumi (Jpn): Skateboarding: Women's Park

Lasha Talakhadze (Geo): Weightlifting: Men's +109kg
Mohammadreza Geraei (Iri): Wrestling: Men's Greco-Roman 67kg
Zhan Beleniuk (Ukr): Wrestling: Men's Greco-Roman 87kg
Yukako Kawai (Jpn): Wrestling: Women's Freestyle 62kg

[ndia goes down to Argentina in a bruising contest

Failure to utilise the opportunities costs the team dear

HOCKEY

SHYAM VASUDEVAN

TOKYO

The Indian women’s inspir-
ing run ended in the semifi-
nals as the team slipped to a
1-2 loss to former world
champion Argentina. Rani
Rampal’s side will face Great
Britain in the bronze medal
match on Friday. At the end
of a bruising contest, the Ar-
gentines revelled while the
Indians were left dejected.

Brilliant start

The Sjoerd Marijne-coached
team made a brilliant start as
Gurjit Kaur scored off a pe-
nalty corner — her second in
as many games — in the 90th
second.

Argentina women’s team,
which has won medals at
four consecutive Olympics
(2000 to 2012), slowly start-
ed making inroads, winning

a penalty corner in the
eighth minute but nothing
came of it. The world’s se-
cond-ranked team mounted
pressure on India, effectively
combining aerial passes and
scorching runs on the flanks
but the Indian defence stood
resolute. Argentina came out
in the second quarter like
Gaucho cowgirls running
wild in the Pampas and
found the equaliser in the
18th minute. Their 37-year-
old captain Maria Noel Bar-
rionuevo rifled a bullet drag-
flick to restore parity.

India’s inability to close
out opportunities cost it dear
as two penalty-corner chanc-
es went begging in the 26th
minute. Neha Goyal had a
great chance four minutes la-
ter when she stormed into
the penalty circle, but she
shied away from taking a
shot, looked for a pass in-
stead, and was robbed of the

ball. Argentina’s Agustina Al-
bertarrio was a menace on
the left and made a maraud-
ing run in the 33rd minute
that served as a warning.
Barrionuevo scored her se-
cond goal of the evening in
the 36th minute from anoth-
er penalty corner. The goal,
which took a heavy deflec-
tion off an Indian defender,
was her 197th international
goal in 344 appearances.

It was the beginning of the
end for India as Argentina
dug deep and fortified its de-
fence. India had a few stray
chances, but the goal re-
mained elusive. The side had
a sliver of hope in the last mi-
nute, but Argentina goal-
keeper Belen Succi showed
great reflexes to keep out
Navneet Kaur’s deflection
from close range.

Argentina takes on the
Netherlands, which defeated
Great Britain 5-1, in the final.

Painful loss: The Indian players are distraught after losing to
Argentina in the semifinals. =pi

»
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Aditi tied second after round 1

Has five birdies and a bogey; Diksha places 56th; Sagstrom leads

TOKYO OLYMPICS

RAKESH RAO

last-hole bogey cost Aditi
Ashok a share of the lead
following a round of four-un-
der 67 on the first day of the
Olympic Games golf compe-
tition on Wednesday.
Making a second succes-
sive Olympic appearance,
Aditi ended the day in the
tied second spot with Ameri-
can Nelly Korda. Sweden’s
Madelene Sagstrom led the
field with a 66. Diksha Dagar,
a late Indian entry in the 60-
player field, was tied 56th af-
ter a 76.

Two good rounds in Rio
In Rio, Aditi had two good
rounds and was among the
top-10 before fading away to
the tied 41st place.

“Last time I think it was
more just enjoying the expe-
rience and staying at the
(Olympic) Village, seeing all
the other athletes, but this
time I think definitely here to
have a good finish, hopefully
give my best, try and win a
medal,” said Aditi, who shot
two birdies on the front nine
and another three after the

e
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Consistent: Aditi Ashok was steady for most part of the first round. =reuters

turn. “I think having played
the Olympics once definitely
gets you more prepared,

GOLF

you’re not as overawed by it.
I mean it’s still the Olympics,
it’s still really exciting, but,
yeah, definitely more pre-
pared for this one.

Belarus’ Tsimanouskaya
leaves for Poland

AGENCIES
TOKYO
Belarus’ Krystsina Tsima-
nouskaya, who had taken
refuge in the Polish embas-
sy, left Tokyo, escorted by
officials and wearing a
mask and sunglasses with
“I RUN CLEAN” written on
them. Her husband has al-
so been granted a humani-
tarian visa by Poland.

The 10C said it was in-
vestigating the case, which
began after the sprinter

publicly criticised her
coaches  during the
Games.

In a separate develop-
ment, the International
Olympic Committee (IOC)
said it has suspended its
investigation into a gesture
on the podium by Ameri-
can silver medallist shot-
putter Raven Saunders,
following the death of the

Tsimanouskaya. =ReuTERs
athlete's mother.

Yosozumi brings cheer
Sakura Yosozumi of Japan
has won the inaugural wo-
men’s park event in skate-
boarding, solidifying Ja-
pan’s dominance of the
sport making its debut.

The TItalian quartet
stopped the clock in
3:42.032 to break its own
world record to win the
gold, ahead of world
champion Denmark, in
the men’s team pursuit cy-
cling final.

CSK’s Indian players to
leave for UAE next week

SPORTS REPORTER
CHENNAI

Chennai Super Kings’s In-
dian players who are in the
country will leave for UAE
on August 13 or August 14 for
the second leg of the Indian
Premier League to be held

from September 19.

The franchise will be
based out of Dubai like last
year.

CSK will play in the first
match of the second leg
against Mumbai Indians,
against whom it played its
last game as well in New Del-
hi before the suspension of
the league.

Bangladesh wins again

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
DHAKA

Afif Hossain (37 n.o.) and
Nurul Hasan (22 n.o.) and
their 56-run sixth-wicket
partnership helped Bangla-
desh beat Australia by five
wickets in the second Twen-
ty20 International, and take
a 2-0 lead in the five-match
series, here on Wednesday.

Earlier pace bowler Mus-
tafizur Rahman took three
wickets to restrict Australia
to 121 for seven.

The scores:

Australia 121/7 in 20 overs
(Marsh 45, Henriques 30, Mus-
tafizur 3/23, Shoriful 2/27) lost
to Bangladesh 123/5 in 18.4
overs (Afif Hossain 37 n.o., Nu-
rul Hasan 22 n.o., Shakib 26).
Toss: Australia. MoM: Afif

Pakistan clinches series

PROVIDENCE (GUYANA)
ASSOCIATED PRESS
Pakistan clinched the rain-
hit four-match T20 series
against West Indies 1-O after
the fourth match ended in
no result on Tuesday.

Three matches in the se-

ries ended in no result due
to rain. West Indies was 30
for no loss in the three overs
possible on Tuesday before
rain arrived. The match was
reduced to nine-overs-a-
side, but that too was to no
avail.

Vaishali becomes IM

P.K. AJITH KUMAR
KOZHIKODE

R. Vaishali scored her third
and final International Mas-
ter norm from the MTO Biel
international chess festival
in Switzerland on Wednes-
day. She finished the tourna-
ment with 4.5 points from
nine rounds.

CM
K

She had scored her first
two norms from the Isle of
Man Open in 2018 and the
Xtracon Open in Denmark
in 2019. “I already have one
GM norm, and narrowly
missed the second here in
this tournament,” Vaishali
told The Hindu over phone

from Biel
»

“My mom is caddying for
me. Last time, I had my dad
‘on the bag’, so the expe-
rience was just so incredible.
I was like I want to have my
mom next time and I made
good on that promise,” she
said.

“This time, I think I have a
lot more experience. Just
playing on the LPGA Tour

the last five years. kind of,
has made me way better as a
player than I was at Rio.

“And I think the Olympic
experience was, I didn’t fin-
ish as well as I wanted to, but
just seeing the effect that it
had on golf in India was in-
spiring and that’s kind of
what motivated me for this
one as well,” said Aditi.

TOKYO TITBITS

Talakhadze retains title
with World record lifts

Georgian weightlifter Lasha
Talakhadze broke his own
world record to retain the
title in the men’s heaviest
weight (+109kg) class with a
combined lift of 488 kg.
Talakhadze lifted 223 kg for
snatch and 265 kg for clean
and jerk to also break his
own world records in the
two categories.

Romashina picks up

her sixth gold

Russian Svetlana
Romashina claimed her
record sixth Olympic gold
medal in artistic swimming,
teaming with Svetlana
Kolesnichenko to win the
duet. Going into Tokyo,

g
g
g
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Romashina, veteran of
three previous Olympics
and holder of 21 World
titles, had been tied for the
record with compatriots
Anastasia Davydova and
Natalia Ishchenko.

Gasol and three other
athletes voted to 10C

NBA veteran Pau Gasol has
been voted by fellow Games
athletes to represent them
as a member of the IOC. He
got the most votes among
30 candidates for four
vacant seats on the Olympic
body. The other new
members are cyclist Maja
Martyna Wloszczowska of
Poland, Italian swimmer
Federica Pellegrini and

g
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Japanese fencer Yuki Ota.

Lasha Talakhadze...strongman par excellence. =reuters

Maher gives Britain yet
another equestrian title
Ben Maher earned Britain
its second straight gold in
equestrian individual

jumping by besting five

riders in a jump off. He
follows Nick Skelton, who
retired after winning gold
at Rio, to give the country
its second gold overall in
the event.

Lopez punches his way to
a second Olympic gold
Arlen Lopez won his
second Olympic title to
put boxing powerhouse
Cuba on top of the medals

TTFI to issue show cause notice to Manika Batra

Rejecting the services of national coach is no way to express displeasure, says secretary

RAKESH RAO
NEW DELHI

Taking a serious view of Ma-
nika Batra’s refusal to be
guided by National coach
Soumyadeep Roy during her
singles matches in Tokyo
Olympics, the Table Tennis
Federation of India (TTFI)
has decided to issue a show-
cause notice to her.

The unanimous decision
was taken by the TTFI’s Ex-
ecutive Board meeting on
Wednesday.

The virtual meeting,
chaired by the TTFI’s senior
vice-president Rajeev Bodas,
was also briefly attended by
Haryana’s Deputy Chief Mi-
nister and the TTFI presi-
dent, Dushyant Chautala.

According to the TTFI se-
cretary Arun Banerjee,
“What happened in Tokyo

was a serious act of indisci-
pline. When Manika left for
Tokyo her personal coach
(Sanmay Paranjpe) carried
an accreditation card which
limited his access to the
practice area. Soon after her
arrival in Tokyo, Manika de-
manded that Paranjpe’s ac-
creditation be upgraded to
enable him to access the
Field of Play.

“In spite of the best efforts
of the Indian Olympic Asso-
ciation officials, the Organis-
ing Committee went by the
International Olympic Com-
mittee norms and declined
to upgrade any
accreditation.

“The Board members felt
that if at all Manika wanted to
show her displeasure, reject-
ing the services of the nation-
al coach for her singles

matches was no way to do
it,” he said.

It may be recalled that Ma-
nika justified her demand by
saying Soumaydeep Roy was
the personal coach of the
other Indian entry in the wo-
men’s singles, Sutirtha Muk-
herjee and hence her perso-
nal coach be allowed access
to the Field of Play for her
singles matches.

“Soumyadeep was in To-
kyo as the coach of the In-
dian team, and not as Sutir-
tha’s  coach,” clarified
Banerjee.

The show cause is likely to
be issued on Thursday and
Manika will have 10 days to
respond.

Cracking the whip, the
TTFI also decided to make it
mandatory for all selected
players, coaches and officials

Ayonika Paul clinches top spot
with narrow win

Srinjoy and Vijayveer also impress with their performance

SHOOTING

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Olympian and World Cham-
pionship finalist Ayonika
Paul shot 249.8 to pip Ayushi
Podder by a half point to the
top spot in women’s air rifle
in the second National
shooting selection trials at
the Dr. Karni Singh Range.

In the 24-shot final, Ayoni-
ka had a good foundation in
the first 10 shots and re-
tained the favourable flow to
stay on top. She had quali-
fied with a modest score of
627.4, which incidentally
was the best score in the wo-
men’s field.

The topper in the men’s
air rifle event in the first

trial, Paarth Makhija was in
irrepressible form, shooting
632.1 in qualification, but
was pushed to the third spot
in the final by Kiran Jadhav
and Akhil Sheoran.

Srinjoy Datta was impres-
sive in both qualification
(630.7) and final (251.3) as he
finished ahead of Ru-
drankksh Patil and Yash
Vardhan.

In junior men’s rapid fire
pistol, Vijayveer Sidhu, who
had won the silver in the Del-
hi World Cup this season,
finished on top ahead of
Adarsh Singh and Anish
Bhanwala.

The results: 10m air rifle: Men:
1. Kiran Jadhav 252.6 (628.6);
2. Akhil Sheoran 252.5 (627.8);
3. Paarth Makhija 230.3 (632.1).

Juniors: 1. Rajpreet Singh 252.8
(628.7); 2. Dhanush Srikanth
251.9 (630.2); 3. Paarth Makhi-
ja 231.0 (632.1). Youth: 1. Srin-
joy Datta 251.3 (630.7); 2. Ru-
drankksh Patil 250.0 (630.7); 3.
Yash Vardhan 228.8 (626.9).
Women: 1. Ayonika Paul 249.8
(627.4); 2. Ayushi Podder 249.3
(625.2); 3. Shriyanka Sadangi
227.6 (625.4). Juniors: 1. Nisha
Kanwar 252.2 (626.7); 2. Zeena
Khitta 251.2 (627.4); 3. Arnisha
Chowdhury 229.0 (627.4).
Youth: 1. Dona Vennela Kudum
250.9 (622.7); 2. Khyati Chaud-
hary 249.8 (622.4); 3. Yana
Rathore 227.9 (626.4).

25m rapid fire pistol: Junior
men: 1. Vijayveer Sidhu 32
(582); 2. Adarsh Singh 31 (576);
3. Anish Bhanwala 27 (580). Ju-
nior women: 1. Tejaswani 556;
2. Tanu Rawal 547; 3. Rhythm
Sangwan 546.

van Gaal set to coach the Netherlands

Returns for third time after the resignation of Frank de Boer

FOOTBALL

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
THE HAGUE

Dutchman Louis van Gaal
will return for a third time as
the national football coach,
leading the team to the 2022
World Cup in Qatar, the
Dutch football federation
(KNVB) said on Wednesday.

The appointment of the
69-year-old, dubbed the
“Iron Tulip”, comes after
the resignation of Frank de
Boer in June after the Neth-
erlands’ dismal last-16 exit
from Euro 2020.

van Gaal, whose last ma-
jor job was at Manchester
United, previously managed
the Oranje between 2000-
2002 and 2012-2014, when
they finished third at the
World Cup in Brazil.

Louis van Gaal. =FiLE PHOTO

“Dutch football has al-
ways been close to my heart
and national coaching is in
my view a key position for
the further advancement of
our football.

“Moreover, I consider it
an honour to coach the
Dutch national team,” van
Gaal said in a statement re-
leased by the KNVB.

His technical staff will
consist of assistants Danny

Blind and Henk Fraser, and
goalkeeping coach Frans
Hoek, the KNVB said.

Exceptional qualities

The Dutch federation said it
had been looking for a
coach with “exceptional
qualities” to turn the ship
around with a “minimal
preparation period” for the
World Cup.

During van Gaal’s first
spell as manager the Dutch
failed to qualify for the 2002
World Cup in Japan and
South Korea, but the Nether-
lands finished third in Brazil
in 2014 during his second
stint.

He then went on to take
up a coaching job with Man-
chester United, but was un-
ceremoniously axed by the
club two days after winning
the FA Cup in 2016.

to attend all National camps.

Ahead of the Tokyo
Games, the TTFI organised a
National camp (from June 17
to July 10) which was attend-
ed by Sharath Kamal and
Surtitha at Sonepat.

G. Sathiyan stayed away,
preferring to train with his
personal coach S. Raman in
Chennai. Manika attended
the first three days before re-
turning to Pune.

“No personal coach, spar-
ring partners, support staff,
etc. will be allowed in the
camp. Medical certificates, if
any, issued by only TTFI cer-
tified doctors would be valid.

“If a player chooses to stay
away, he or she will not be
considered for selection to
participate in the event for
which the camp is being
held,” explained Banerjee.

Courting trouble: Manika's refusal to be guided by National

Arlen Lopez. =arp

table in the sport, after
beating Britain’s Ben
Whittaker in an
entertaining
light-heavyweight contest.
Whittaker initially
declined to wear his
medal.

coach Soumyadeep Roy has landed her in trouble. =p1i

Ondra — yelling his way to the top

The Czech rock climber shares his secret of success

ASSOCIATED PRESS
TOKYO

Weightlifters are among the
most vocal athletes at the
Olympics, letting  out
screams as they lock out at
the top of a lift: “ahhhhhh!”
Tennis players have long
been known to be grunters,

usually with some form of

“ha-uh!” or “ha-ooah!”

The loudest vocalisations
of the Tokyo Games may
come from the grounds in
one of the Olympic pro-
gramme’s newest Sports.

Adam Ondra is widely con-
sidered the best climber in
the world and a gold medal
favourite in sport climbing’s
Olympic debut. He’s also a bit
of a yeller.

“It might sound bad, but it
helps me,” Ondra said.

“The shrieking comes
when I'm at my absolute li-

mit,” Ondra said.

Some scientific studies say
he may be right. Whatever it
is, it’s hard to argue with the
results. Ondra has become
the rock star of rock climb-
ing, a longlimbed, long-
necked Czech who moves up
sheer faces like a spider
across a web.

The 28-year-old has tack-
led more of the world’s most
difficult climbs than anyone,
scaling routes with names
like Silence, Change and Pure
Imagination - ascensions
that leave even above-aver-
age climbers standing on the
ground shaking their heads
no.

Ondra also is arguably the
world’s best indoor climber,
winning four World cham-
pionships and finishing in
the top three seven other
times. He may be the loud-

est, t0o. As Ondra’s celebrity
has risen with his climbs up
rock walls, his audible exalta-
tions have become part of
popular culture, turned into
ringtones, GIFs and mashups
with songs. A compilation of
his screams has been mixed
with metal music and anoth-
er person inserted his shrieks
into Taylor Swift’s “ I Knew
You Were Trouble.”

“If ’'m focused on a cer-
tain move and I scream, I
know I'm 100% breathing
out,” he said.

Ondra is onto something
in that aspect. Tennis players
have been grunting for years
to add power and rhythm to
their strokes. Screaming,
shrieking and grunting has
infiltrated other sports as
athletes try to find any extra
edge.

Prajnesh, Ramkumar lose in first round

INDIANS ABROAD

SPORTS BUREAU
WASHINGTON

Emil Ruusuvuori of Finland
defeated qualifier Prajnesh
Gunneswaran 2-6, 6-1, 6-1 in
the first round of the
$2,046,340 ATP tennis tour-
nament here. Ramkumar
Ramanathan was beaten 6-3,

7-6(0) by Steve Johnson of

the USA.

Even though the two In-
dians did not add to the 10
ATP points they had gained
from qualification, they
were rewarded with a first-
round purse of $7,520 each.
The results:
$2,046,340 ATP, Washington
(first round): Emil Ruusuvuori
(Fin) bt Prajnesh Gunneswaran
2-6, 6-1, 6-1; Steve Johnson
(USA) bt Ramkumar Ramanath-
an 6-3, 7-6(0).
€44,820 Challenger, Liberec,
Czech Republic: Doubles (pre-

quarterfinals): Sriram Balaji &
Arjun Kadhe bt Dmitry Popko
(Kaz) & Vitaliy Sachko (Ukr)
6-4, 6-2.

$115,000 WTA, Concord (first
round): Su-Wei Hsieh (Tpe) bt
Ankita Raina 6-2, 6-2.
$25,000 ITF men, Decatur,
USA: Doubles (pre-quarterfi-
nals): Petros Chrysochos (Cyp)
& Michail Pervolarakis (Gre) bt
Shuichi Sekiguchi (Jpn) & Sasi-
kumar Mukund 6-2, 6-3.
$15,000 ITF, Monastir, Tunisia:
Men (first round): Erik Crepaldi
(Ita) bt Rishab Agarwal 6-4,
7-5; Siddhant Banthia bt Davide
Innocenti (Ita) 6-1, 7-5; Dou-
bles (pre-quarterfinals): Aus-
tin Ansari (USA) & Joshua Paris
(GBR) bt Rimpei Kawakami
(Jpn) & Adil Kalyanpur 6-4, 5-7,
[14-12]; Alec Deckers (Ned) &
Kody Pearson (Aus) bt Naoki
Tajima (Jpn) & Siddhant Ban-
thia 7-5, 6-2; Blake Ellis (Aus) &
Ajeet Rai (Nzl) bt Drew Baird
(USA) & Rishab Agarwal 7-6(4),
5-7,[10-3].

Women (first round): Raveena

»

Kingsley (USA) bt Humera Ba-
harmus 6-2, 6-0; Doubles
(pre-quarterfinals): Katarina
Kozarov (Srb) & Lauren Proctor
(USA) bt Alba Rey Garcia (Esp)
& Vasanti Shinde 6-0, 6-1; Fe-
derica Prati (Ita) & Lina Qostal
(Mar) bt Beatrice Laura Pirtac
(Irl) & Vineetha Mummadi 6-2,
6-1; Mariana Drazic (Cro) & Sara
Lanca (Por) bt Nicole Poj (Arg)
& Humera Baharmus 6-2, 6-2;
Shria Atturu (USA) & Smriti
Bhasin bt Daria Zelinskaya
(Rus) & Renne Singla 6-4, 6-1.

$25,000 ITF women, Parnu,
Estonia: Doubles: Oleksandra
Oliynykova (Cro) & Sowjanya
Bavisetti bt Valeriia Krokhotina
(Rus) & Desire Parn (Est) 6-3,
6-2; Magali Kempen (Bel) & Ru-
tuja Bhosale bt Valeria Gorlats
& Polina Ramenskaja (Est) 6-2,
6-1.

$15,000 ITF women, Cairo
(first round): Sathwika Sama bt
Hla El-Sakka (Egy) 6-3, 6-3;
Mell Elizabeth Reasco Gonza-
lez (Ecu) bt Ashmitha Easwara-
murthi 6-2, 7-5.

A ND-NDE
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