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NEARBY

'Over 1 cr. vaccine doses
administered in city’

NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Saturday announced that
over 1 crore doses of
COVID-19 vaccines had been
administered in the Capital.
He said 74 lakh people,
almost 50% of the 18+
population, had been
vaccinated with at least one
dose. Similarly, 26 lakh
people had received both
their doses since the start
of the vaccination drive,

the Chief Minister said.
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Assam CM wants neutral
probe into border clash

Himanta questions Mizoram FIR against him, State officials

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on Sa-
turday questioned the ra-
tionale behind the Mizoram
government registering an
FIR against him and six State
officials over the recent bor-
der clash when the incident
occurred within his State’s
“constitutional territory”.

Mr. Sarma said he would
be “very happy” to join the
probe but wondered why it
was not being handed over
to a “neutral agency”.

The Mizoram police
lodged an FIR against Mr.
Sarma and the others under
various charges, including
those related to attempt to

outside Mizoram House in Guwahati.

murder and criminal conspi-
racy, at the Vairengte station
on Monday after a gunfight
between the Mizoram and
Assam police. The FIR, ho-
wever, became public only
on Friday. The clashes,

Pulwama mastermind killed

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR
Two Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) militants, including
one of the masterminds of
the 2019 Pulwama attack
and an expert in making im-
provised explosive devices
(IEDs), were killed during an
encounter on the upper
reaches of the Dachigam Na-
tional Park in the Kashmir
Valley on Saturday.

“The two slain JeM terro-
rists are Mohammad Ismal

Mohammad IsmalAlV| =ANI

Alvi, alias Lamboo, from JeM
chief Azhar Masood’s family,
and Sameer Dar, alocal from
Pulwama. Lamboo was high-

ly trained, especially in the
making of IEDs. He was also
instrumental in planning
and executing the February
2019 Pulwama suicide at-
tack,” Inspector General of
Police Vijay Kumar told The
Hindu. Forty CRPF jawans
died in the attack.

Both militants were encir-
cled and engaged in a gun-
fight after a specific input
was generated by the police.
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Widening divide: Members of an Assam outfit protesting

=RITU RAJ KONWAR

which also involved civilians
from the two States, left six
Assam police personnel and
a civilian dead.
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Centre suggests curbs in 46
districts with high positivity

Daily COVID-19
Cases Cross
40,000 mark

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

With the daily tally of new
coronavirus cases touching a
24-day high at 41,649 cases
on Saturday, Health Secre-
tary Rajesh Bhushan has
written to several States that
all districts reporting a posi-
tivity rate of more than 10%
in the last few weeks ought
to consider strict restric-
tions.

According to a statement
from the Health Ministry the
curbs must aim to “prevent/
curtail movement of people,
formation of crowds and in-

Slow

progress

India's adult
population has
received both
doses of a
COVID-19 vaccine
until July 30.

The map shows
the State-wise
split

M 510 10-15

termingling of people to pre-
vent spread of infection”.
Earlier, Mr. Bhushan held
a meeting with health auth-
orities from Kerala, Maha-

Supriyo says he will quit politics

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA
Former Union Minister and
BJP MP from Asansol Babul
Supriyo on Saturday an-
nounced on social media his
decision to quit politics and
also resign as Lok Sabha MP.

The surprising announce-
ment was made by the sin-
ger-turned-politician in a Fa-
cebook post in Bengali, titled
“Alvida” (goodbye).

The MP had initially post-
ed he was a “team player”

Babul Supriyo

and was not joining any oth-
er party — the Trinamool
Congress, the CPI(M) or the
Congress, he mentioned —
but later, this portion was

edited out from the post.
The two-time MP was a
part of the Union Council of
Ministers for the past seven
years and was upset at being
dropped in the recent Cabi-
net reshuffle. “Questions will
definitely arise, [on] why I
have decided to quit politics.
Does it have anything to do
with being dropped as a Mi-
nister? Yes, it does, some of it
certainly does,” he posted.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 6
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rashtra, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, Odisha, Assam, Mizo-
ram, Meghalaya, Andhra
Pradesh and Manipur. Over
80% of the active cases in

these States were under
home isolation.

Pockets of concern
Director-General of Indian
Council of Medical Research
Balram Bhargava, who was
present at the meeting, said
that over the past few weeks,
40,000 fresh cases were be-
ing reported every day. A to-
tal of 46 districts were show-
ing more than 10% positivity;
53 districts were showing
positivity between 5%-10%.
The States were advised to
conduct their State-level se-
ro-surveys for district-wise
disease prevalence data.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 6
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JD(U) team to meet PM to
seek a caste-based Census

SOBHANA K. NAIR
NEW DELHI
The Janata Dal (United) saw
a change in leadership with
Munger MP Rajiv Ranjan
Singh, popularly known as
Lalan Singh, taking over as
the national president, re-
placing R.C.P. Singh, who
recently was inducted in
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s Cabinet.

At a meeting of the par-

ty’s national executive in
Delhi on Saturday, the JD(U)
took key decisions that
could put it on a collision
course with its ally, the BJP.
The party’s national execu-
tive decided that a delega-
tion of MPs will meet the PM
to press for a caste-based
census, a long-standing de-
mand in Bihar.

DETAILS ON » PAGE 8

An excavator removmg debrls after a portion of a road caved in under the IIT Delh| flyover on
Saturday. =SANDEEP SAXENA (REPORT ON PAGE 3)

HC disapproves of use

of term ‘South Terror’
Uttar Pradesh ATS used it in PFI case

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW

The Allahabad High Court
has disapproved of the use of
the term “South Terror” by
the Uttar Pradesh Anti-Terro-
rism Squad for the Popular
Front of India.

Two members of the out-
fit were arrested in February
on allegations that they were
planning to target leaders of
“Hindu” outfits and carry
out terror strikes at “sensi-
tive” spots in the State.

The court made the ob-
servation while dismissing a
petition filed by one of the
accused, Anshad Badarud-
heen, through his brother,
seeking transfer of the inves-
tigation in the case from the
ATS to the CBL

Prejudice charge

The counsels for the peti-
tioner argued that the probe
was not being carried out in
a free and fair manner, and
alleged that the State author-
ity and the investigating
agency were prejudiced
against the petitioner as he
was a member of the PFI.
They said the PFI had been
labelled as “South Terror”
on the portal of the ATS.

CM
K

The Division Bench of Jus-
tices Devendra Kumar Upad-
hyaya and Ajai Kumar Srivas-
tava on July 27 said the use of
the term did not import bias
but expressed concern over
its use. “So far as the allega-
tion of use of term ‘South
Terror’ on the portal of res-
pondent no.5 is concerned,
it is pertinent to mention
here that use of such term
would not per se import ele-
ment of malice or bias to-
wards the petitioner. Howev-
er, we view this fact with
profound concern and dis-
approve use of such term,”
Justice Srivastava noted.

The court also said it did
not view the case as a rare or
exceptional one where the
investigation needed to be
transferred to the CBI.

The U.P. Special Task
Force claimed that they had
recovered heavy explosives
from the duo and foiled at-
tacks planned by them. The
PFI dismissed the police
claims and alleged that the
two Kerala men were picked
up and illegally detained
days before their formal ar-
rest while they were on their
way to a Mumbai-bound
train from Bihar.

NFAI acquires over 450 glass slides of Telugu cinema

They feature trend-setting films

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE
PUNE
In a major acquisition, the
Pune-based National Film
Archive of India (NFAI), the
country’s premier film
repository, has added more
than 450 glass slides of films
from the golden heyday of
Telugu cinema to its
ever-burgeoning vaults.
These glass slides
constitute a veritable
pictorial history of the

from the golden age of Tollywood

‘Golden Age’ of Telugu
cinema from the late 1930s to
the mid-1950s and feature a
number of artistically
important, trend-setting
films and classic social
dramas, which made Telugu
cinema a force to reckon
with in the regional
cinematic sphere.

The acquisition includes
glass slides from 70 films like
Y.V. Rao’s pathbreaking social
drama about widow

The slides of movies made
between 1939 and 1955 form an
integral part of Telugu cinema.

remarriage Malli Pelli (1939);
B.N. Reddi’s classic Vande
Mataram (1939); the popular
swashbuckler hit Keelu
Gurram (1949), featuring
Akkineni Nageswara Rao and

Anjali Devi, and the famous
N.T. Rama Rao starrer Daasi
(1952) — a critically acclaimed
adaptation of Sarat Chandra
Chattopadhyay’s classic
‘Devdas’ among others.

“We are indeed thrilled to
have acquired these glass
slides. All of them are in
black and white and are of 70
Telugu films from 1939 to
1955. Together, they form an
integral part of the early
Indian cinema viewing
experience while bringing to
fore the vitality, innovation
and originality of Telugu
cinema,” said NFAI Director

Prakash Magdum.

The slides, made by
pressing a film positive
between two thin glass
squares, were used for
announcing new attractions
before the commencement
of a film or during intervals
in theatres, said Mr.
Magdum. “The film positives
used to prepare the glass
slide were miniatures of the
poster or publicity material
for newspapers and
magazines. NFAI has over
2,000 glass slides of Hindi,
Gujarati and Telugu films in
its collection,” he said.
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WCD Minister
inaugurates
de-addiction
centre in city

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Women and Child Develop-
ment Minister Rajendra Pal
Gautam on Saturday inaug-
urated a drug de-addiction
centre — Suryoday Kendra.

“Suryoday Kendra will
look into the overall wellbe-
ing of people who have a
problem of drugs and sub-
stance abuse and it will also
provide skill-based learn-
ing,” the Minister said.

Digital library
The ‘Suryoday Kendra’ is
equipped with a digital li-
brary, which will help chil-
dren access free online
coaching and intellectual
stimulation. The centre will
also provide skill-based
learning to the beneficiar-
ies, which includes both
adults and children, it said.
“We need such one-stop
centres in every district of
Delhi,”Mr. Gautam added.

Women beat officers bring in sense of security, comfort

All 11 police stations in North West district have deployed four policewomen each to patrol areas; initiative undertaken by DCP Usha Rangnani

HEMANI BHANDARI
NEW DELHI

n 26 years of her service in
IDelhi Police, this is the

first time that Head Con-
stable Sunita has been made
a beat officer. She is three
months pregnant, but she
chose to be a beat officer
when asked a month ago.

In a first, all 11 police sta-
tions in North West district
of the Capital has four wo-
men beat officers each — in-
cluding a Sub-Inspector, As-
sistant Sub-Inspector, Head
Constable and Constable —
as part of an initiative under-
taken by DCP (North-West)
Usha Rangnani.

The officers share their ex-
perience of being beat
officers.

“There are so many times
that male officers ask us to
come along because they be-
lieve we will be able to han-
dle the situation better.
Things have really improved

for us,” said Constable Moni-
ka Yadav (29).

Ms. Yadav is posted in
Ashok Vihar police station
while her sister is a Consta-
ble in the East district. “It
was our mother’s dream that
we join police.”

Talking about a typical
day, Constable Kiran (38)
who is posted in the Bharat
Nagar police station — very
calm yet firm in her com-
mand — said she reports to
the police station as per her
shift for the day and then
proceeds to her beat where
she and Constable Rinku
take a few rounds of the area
— mostly residential with a
hospital, temples and a mar-
ket. They then stay at their
booth and move around the
area every few hours.

“Seeing women officers,
people would initially ask us
if we are there only for show-
off. We told them it will be a
regular affair now and so far,

Women constables interact with students in North West

=]
e

district's Bharat Nagar. sSsHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

the response has been good
from both men and women,”
Ms. Kiran said.

‘A matter of assurance’

Seeing a women officer in
public is a matter of assu-
rance for other women that
they are not alone, Consta-
ble Preeti (25) posted in Ash-
ok Vihar police station.
“They feel safer and comfor-

table. For them, approach-
ing us is a lot easier than ap-
proaching a male officer.
Women have felt so proud
that they have come forward
to take selfies. I remember a
mother of a little girl told me
that the child wanted to be a
police officer when she grew
up,” she smiled.

Sharing another expe-
rience, Constable Monika

said they received a PCR call
in her beat area and the call-
er — a woman — refused to
open the door to male staff.
But when Ms. Monika
reached and spoke to her
from outside the gate, she
opened it.

Using fear tactics
Constable Rinku remem-
bered ending a fight between
a rickshaw puller and his
neighbours. “I intervened
and used fear tactics,” she
said.

With women beat officers,
senior citizens in their areas
feel a lot more at ease, they
said. Constable Rinku re-
ceives a call from an 83-year-
old woman almost every day
“just to talk” because she
doesn’t have people to talk
to. “We give our personal
numbers to senior citizens in
our areas. A few days ago, an
aunt called me and asked me
to come home. When I went,
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e-Procurement Notice

source countries as defined in the bidding document.

govts/Central Govtagencies.

class with appropriate authorities before signing the contract.

Chief Engineer (Kangra Zone) HPPWD Dharamshala H.P, 176215
UNDER PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA (PMGSY)

The Government of India has received a loan/credit number “P124639” under PMGSY (Rural Road Project) Rural Roads Financing
towards the cost of Rural Roads Project (Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana) and intends to apply a part of the funds to cover eligible
payments under the contracts for construction of works and PMGSY(Regular)/ RRP-II. Bidding is open to all bidders from eligible

The Chief Engineer (Kangra Zone) HPPWD Dharamshala-176215 on behalf of Governor Himachal Pradesh
invites the item rate bids in electronic tendering system for construction of road under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana in the District
of Chamba as detailed in the Table below from the eligible contractors registered with HPPWD/CPWD/P&T, Railways/other state

Non-registered bidders may submit bids, however, the successful bidders must get registered in appropriate

Division | Package | Name of work Estimated Cost (Rs Lacs) | Total Period of | Bid
No. Constraction [Viamt Cost completion | security
onstruction | Maintenance | ') acq) | (Months) | (Rs lacs)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Bharmour | HP-02-332| Construction of Road from L031 CH 2/400 172.75 12.04 184.79 12 3.70
to Bhatra Km 0/0 to 2/0

tender.
Last Date/ Time and place for receipt of bids through e-procurement:-

HPPWD, Dalhousie.
For further details please log on to https://pmgsytendershp.gov.in

HP/ 2878/21-22

Other details can be seen in the bidding document. The Employer shall not be held liable for any delays due to system
failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bidders of any bid updates, the Employer shall not be liable for
any information not received by the bidder. It is the bidders' responsibility to verify the website for the latest information related to the

Bids can be submitted online from Date 03 Month 08 Year 2021 to Date 16 Month 08 Year 2021 upto 1700 Hours
and will be opened on Date 17 Month 08 Year 2021 at 1130 Hours in the office of Superintending Engineer, 7" Circle,

The undersigned has right to extend or cancel the bids without declaring any reasons there-of.

Chief Engineer,
Kangra Zone, H.P.P.W.D,
Dharamshala-176215.
Fax:011892-223100.
Tel: 011892-224948.

INDIAN COUNCIL OF WORLD AFFAIRS

she wanted to feed me gol
gappas she had made. I was
touched,” the officer said.

Constable Uma Mehra is
posted in Mukherjee Nagar
police station. The area has
girls’ hostels and paying
guest accommodations for
students studying in the
North Campus and many
preparing for Civil Services
examinations. In presence of
Ms. Mehra and Constable
Poonam Singh Bora, women
in the area reportedly feel
safe.

“We have met many girls
in the last four weeks and
they feel a lot better. They
don’t have to come to the
police station physically for
every little complaint. Often,
we meet them and resolve
their issues,” she said.

The beat officers also re-
ceive calls from house helps
who share their problems,
including harassment by un-
known men and domestic is-

sues. Residents’ Welfare As-
sociation members also call
the officers and appreciate
them, they said.

Families of all of the offi-
cials are extremely suppor-
tive of their work, they all
claimed. “Our families also
realise that times are chang-
ing. They support us no mat-
ter irrespective of our job
timings,” said Head Consta-
ble Sunita.

At the police station, the
officials have a scooty at their
disposal whenever they are
at work.

A senior officer said crime
prevention and detection
have increased significantly
because of this initiative of
deploying dedicated women
beat officers. “We can see the
crime numbers falling —
thefts, snatching, molesta-
tion — and people feeling se-
cure. Women officers are
practically more sincere
than male officers,” she said.

Gangster wanted in more than
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25 cases finally in police net

Accomplice Anuradha Chaudhary also arrested

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Delhi Police Special Cell nabbed a
wanted gangster on Friday in an
operation they called D-24.

The Haryana-based criminal, Ka-
la Jathedi, who had a bounty re-
ward of 6 lakh on his head was ar-
rested along with his accomplice
Anuradha Chaudhary, the police
said.

Deputy Commissioner of Police
(Special Cell) Manishi Chandra said
that Jathedi was wanted in more
than 25 cases across States — was
arrested with Chaudhary near Sar-
sawa toll at Saharanpur-Yamuna
Nagar highway in Uttar Pradesh.

Describing the operation, Mr.
Chandra said that in the last year
and a half, the team has already ap-
prehended 20 important members
of the gang in different operations.
Interrogations of previously arrest-
ed criminals led to drawing up of
an operation for nabbing the king-
pin Sandeep alias Kala Jathedi.

Team trail work

The team worked for over four
months before it came across some
leads in Goa. The team started trail-
ing the identifiers from Goa and the
search led them to Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, And-
hra Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana and
Uttarakhand.

“They were finally able to grab a
footage which showed Kala Jathedi
in a Sikh attire along with Anurad-
ha. Thereafter, the operation was

— e

code-named ‘Op D-24’ to signify
that the criminal was running
ahead of us by only 24 hours and it
was a race against time to reduce
this to D-20/16/12 and so on,” Mr.
Chandra said.

The police said that after the es-
cape of Jathedi from Haryana Pol-
ice custody in 2020, he and Anu-
radha alias Revolver Rani were
jointly heading a major internation-
al criminal alliance.

Under disguise
Talking about Anuradha, the police
said that she has a long criminal
history of abduction, extortion,
Arms and Excise Act violations,
cheating and is known to have fired
from AK-47 to intimidate victims.
After spreading rumours that he
had fled the country, Jathedi had
disguised himself as a Sikh and
started growing a beard and wear-
ing a turban, the police said, adding
that after Anuradha Chaudhary
joined him. They got fake identities
as husband and wife and were con-
stantly shifting bases across diffe-
rent States to avoid any trail.

OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE

DEATH

B B
Dr. Muthugapatti S.Seshadri, (89)
... 0f Round Rock, Texas,

Passed away peacefully surrounded by Family on July 10, 2021,

At India Pistons Ltd. Chennai,

Dr. Seshadri steadily rose through the ranks to General Manager,
and retired after 25+ years before emigrating to the US,
where he continued his illustrious career as Principal Technologist at
Lennox Industries inc. in Dallas, Texas. His Engineering and
Manogement careers spanned 5 decades, ocross 2 continents,

Dr. Seshadri is survived by his,
supportive wife of 64 years Lalitha ,
Daughter Anjana & Hushand Dr. Mohan Narayanan,
Son Anand & Wife Sandhya Seshadri
Grandchildren Dr. Ajay & Wife Dr. Ahana,
Vijay, Myna & Krish
Sisters Savithri Murthy & Neela Balasubramanian,

In memory of your loved ones
To dedicate a space in this section, Please contact:

011-43579797
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. &
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Ashoka Kurien
WHOQ PASSED AWAY ON 28 JULY 2021
AT THE AGE OF 71 IN NEW DELHI

REMEMBRANCE
’ REMEMBRANCE
SEP ROHIN KUMAR
He is survived by his wife Annu Kurien, son (01 AUG 2020)
Uday Kurien, and daughter Shreeya Kurien.
An online memorial service will be held in

the coming week. For details please write to

sskurien@gmail.com
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' He taught us to walk
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Shri G. C. KRISHNAMURTHY
Retd SRM F.C.1 (A.P)
27-12-1929 to 24-07-2021

"A fountainhead of knowledge
and always a source of
inspiration, you have left behind
a rich harvest of memories to
cherish, honour and emulate.”
Proudly remembered by
wife G.Y. THILAKAM
Children and Grandchildren.
jeysee@gmail.com
09840018372

vl
Sep Rohin Kumar made the
supreme sacrifice in service of
the Nation on the Line of Contral
on 01Aug 2020. In fond memaory
of our gallant soldier,
the entire NABHA AKAL
fraterity salutes him
.
CO and all ranks 14 PUNJAB
(NABHA AKAL)

Dr.A.Ganesan, y  phd.

Former Vice Principal
Saraswathi Narayanan College, Madurai.
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TENDER NOTICE

In pursuance of the orders contained in Circle Office letter

No. Bldg/3-139/82/Coll.| Dated 30.06.2021 the sealed

Tenders are invited for suitable accommodation measuring

about 400 Square feet of carpet area preferably on ground

floor in the surrounding area of Hauz Qazi, Delhi-110006
for housing a Post Office. The accommodation offered
should be one hall centrally located near Hauz Qazi, Delhi-

110006 and easily accessible to publicas well as Mail Lorries.

1. Tender should be addressed to the undersigned by name

super scribed “TENDER OF BUILDING FOR Hauz Qazi

P0” and should reach to this office before 13.00 Hrs. on

20th August 2021. The tenders will be opened on the

same date i.e. 20th August 2021 at 15.00 Hrs. in the
presence of such tenderers who may wish to be present.

Applicant will be required to provide proof of ownership

along with application the Offer must have clear title of

the property.

As per Post Office requirement antenna /Tower will also

be installed in the rented premises and it will not harm

theinterest of landlord/landlady.

. The building offered should have independent water and
electricity supply and lavatory arrangements. A Sketch
map of accommodation offered should be attached
statingacceptablerentand others.

. Alease deed shall have to be executed by the ownerin the
prescribed form (Genl-8)  for a minimum period of 5
years subject to renewal according to terms and
conditions of the deed.

. The department does not have own any responsibility of
taxes except the consumption charges of electricity and
water supply for which separate meters will have to be
provided by the landlord at his own cost before opening
the post office in the accommodation offered and minor
change /repairs to suit the post office has to be arranged
by the landlord at his own cost.

7. Additions/alterations in the building desired by the
department will have to be carried out by the landlord
before the building s occupied.

8. The tenders received after prescribed date and time will
notbe entertained and rejected straight away.

The undersigned reserves the right to reject any or all the

tenders without assigning any reason whatsoever.
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(Suresh Kumar Bhardwaij)
Supdt. of Post Offices
New Delhi Central Division
New Delhi-110001.

DPCC told to
act against
violators in
poultry market

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Following a plea against the
Delhi Agricultural Market-
ing Board, alleging damage
to the environment by ac-
tivities in the Ghazipur
poultry market, the Nation-
al Green Tribunal has di-
rected the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee to iden-
tify the violators and in-
itiate prosecution.

It directed the DPCC to
recover compensation and
stop polluting activities in
the area. A Bench headed
by NGT Chairperson Justice
Adarsh Kumar Goel also
constituted a panel com-
prising officials from the
DPCC and District Magis-
trate (East) to furnish an ac-
tion-taken report within
three months.

KENDRIYA HINDI SANSTHAN, DELHI CENTRE

(Ministry of Education, Govt. of India)
B-26A, Qutub Institutional Area, Shaheed Jeet Singh Marg, New Delhi-110016

Mob. : 9560183152, 9205955249, E-mail : khsdelhi16@gmail.com

Adv. No. : 9-11/Adv./2021-2022
TENDER FOR RELATED AGENCIES

Date : 22-07-2021

and final.

Tenders are invited for 4 Security Guard, 3 Cleaning Staff and
an Electrician. The last date for submission of the Tender is
14:00 hrs. dated August 16, 2021. For the form format,
terms & conditions refer to the institute website
www.khsindia.org and submit the proposal accordingly.
The decision of the committee constituted by the Kendriya
Hindi Sansthan for selection will be considered as accepted

Regional Director
Delhi Centre

A ND-NDE
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Over 1 crore doses of vaccine
administered in city: Kejriwal

‘Delhi has capacity to give three lakh doses daily but is facing shortage issues’

Timings
DELHI
SUNDAY, AUG. 01
RISE  05:43 SET 19:13
RISE 00:00 SET 13:18
MONDAY, AUG. 02
RISE  05:44 SET 19:12
RISE  00:25 SET 14:12
TUESDAY, AUG. 03

RISE  05:44 SET 19:11
RISE 01:02 SET 15:07
Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 35 24
Safdarjang 35 24
Palam 34 26

Delhi Palam Today

32°C Few spells of light rain
and thundershower likely at
some places with cloudy sky.
Day would remain remain
humid.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
32°C Light to moderate rain
and thundershower likely at
some places with cloudy sky
and gentle winds.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.

Daily number
of vaccinations
falls yet again

STAFF REPORTER
FVVDELHI

The number of daily CO-
VID vaccine doses adminis-
tered in the city fell again,
as per government data.

A total of 55,732 doses of
vaccine were administered
in the city on Friday, com-
pared to 72,478 doses on
Thursday, as per a bulletin
released by the govern-
ment on Saturday. It is also
less than half of the vacci-
nations done many days
earlier this month.

For about two weeks
this month, the city faced a
vaccine shortage, and the
number of daily vaccina-
tions was also low.

The vaccine stock of the
city on Saturday morning
would last for four days
and there were 5,22,890
doses of Covishield and
2,58,360 doses of Covaxin,
as per the data.

Till now, 99,65,532 dos-
es of vaccines have been
administered in the city.

The city reported 58
new COVID cases in 24
hours, taking the total cas-
es to 14,36,265. There was
only one death reported
and the total number of
deaths stood at 25,053.

A total of 70355 tests
were done in a day and that
TPR was 0.08%. Of the to-
tal cases, 1410631 people
have recovered and there
are only 581 active cases.

Man confesses
to killing

wife in front
of children

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 45-year-old man alleged-
ly killed his wife in front of
their children in Outer Del-
hi’s Mangolpuri on Satur-
day, the police said, adding
that the accused has been
arrested.

Deputy Commissioner
of Police (Outer) Parmin-
der Singh said that the ac-
cused has been identified
as Sameer who allegedly
stabbed his wife Shabana
to death.

The police said that a
PCR call was received at
7.47 a.m. stating that a man
had stabbed his wife with a
knife. Shabana had been
taken to the hospital where
she was declared brought
dead.

Sameer went to the pol-
ice station along with a
bloodstained knife and in-
formed that he had killed
his wife.

Based on the statement
of the couple’s 21-year-old
daughter who was witness
to the crime, the police re-
gistered a case.

The accused allegedly
told the police that his wife
quarrelled with him over
his drinking habit and for
not doing any work. “She
had also not allowed him to
enter the house since the
last one month. Therefore,
he considered her respon-
sible for his miserable life.
To take revenge, he killed

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Saturday announced
that over 1 crore doses of CO-
VID vaccines had been admi-
nistered in the Capital. He
said 74 lakh people, almost
50% of the 18+ population of
the city, had been vaccinated
with at least one dose.

Similarly, 26 lakh people
had received both their doses
since the start of the vaccina-
tion drive, he added.

Mr. Kejriwal also stressed
the fact that Delhi had the ca-
pacity to administer three
lakh doses a day but was un-
able to do so because of a lack
of vaccine stock.

“Delhi’s vaccination pro-
gramme has achieved an im-
portant milestone. Today, we
have reached the 1 crore
mark. Among this, a total of
about 74 lakh people have

TOTAL _/ SITES CONDUCTING INOCULATION
VACCINATION /" OGS 1,225
DOSES 1,00,47.469 “ Government Private Total
DOSE 1 73,82,678
DOSE 2 ME26,64,791  YACCINATION BY AGE —
o 18-44 . 45-60. Above 60
VACCINATION - ‘
CATEGORY 48,72,048 32,40,971 19,34,450
Male < VACCINE TYPE
Female ’ "9 35785
42,74,343 Covidshield Covaxin\? .3
Others 7619956 23917284 < )
2,184 s == *TILL 8 P.M. ON JULY 31 | SOURCE: COWIN.GOV.IN

been vaccinated, of which 26
lakh people have received
both doses. Roughly, 2 crore
people live in Delhi, of which
1.5 crores are 18+ and thus
eligible for getting the vac-
cine. So, about 50% of the
population has received at
least one dose of the vaccine,”
he told at a digital briefing.

was leakage in a Delhi Jal Board pipe. =SsaNDEEP SAXENA

Section of road caves in
under IIT-Delhi flyover

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A significant portion of a
road under the IIT-Delhi
flyover in south Delhi caved
in, following heavy rain in
the Capital over the last few
days, affecting traffic and
forcing diversions here on
Saturday.

The Delhi Traffic Police
took to Twitter forewarning
commuters and asking them
to take alternative routes.

“Traffic going from Adh-
chini to IIT-Delhi has been
diverted from Adhchini to
Katwaria Sarai after a por-

tion of a road near IIT traffic
signal caved in,” the Traffic
Police tweeted in Hindi.

The Public Works Depart-
ment said the cause of the
cave in was leakage in an un-
derground Delhi Jal Board
line. “Our engineers are fix-
ing the road. It is being at-
tended to on priority,” a se-
nior PWD official said.

The Capital received an
average of 43.6 mm rain till
8.30 a.m. on Saturday. The
India Meteorological De-
partment has forecast mod-
erate rainfall on Sunday and
has issued a yellow alert.

He thanked the doctors,
nurses, healthcare workers
and all officials involved in
Delhi’s vaccination drive for
their putting in their best
throughout day and night. On
the other hand, the people of
Delhi were “very enthusias-
tic” about getting vaccinated,
he added. “I am extremely

thankful towards them for the
dedication they have shown
for this cause,” he said.

“We are unable to scale up
the programme due to a lack
of vaccines. At present, we
administer 50,000 to 70,000
each day. If we can get suffi-
cient stocks, we possess the
infrastructure to administer 3
lakh doses daily. We are in
touch with the Central go-
vernment and hope to soon
start receiving adequate
stocks,” he added.

Challenges ahead

While the government was
vaccinating as many people
as it could depending on the
availability of doses there
were two challenges ahead:
to vaccinate those who have
not received a single dose and
secondly, to vaccinate those
who have received only one
shot, he stated.

Water level in Yamuna
falls below danger mark

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The water level of the Yamu-
na fell below the ‘danger
mark’ in the small hours of
Saturday after breaching the
level on Friday morning.

The level fell through the
day and is expected to de-
crease further as Haryana is
releasing less water from
Hathnikund Barrage.

Water released from the
barrage directly affects the
flow of the river in Delhi.

The water level measured
at the Old Railway Bridge was
204.97 metres at 10 a.m. on
Saturday. It dropped to

204.93 metres by 7 p.m.

The ‘warning level’ is
204.5 metres and the ‘danger
mark’ is 205.33 metres —
both measured at the Old
Railway Bridge.

“At 6 p.m., 19,258 cusecs
of water was being released
from Hathnikund barrage
and it is expected to decrease
through the night,” an official
said. About 37,109 cusecs of
water was being released
from the barrage at 6 p.m. on
Friday — almost double.

On Friday, the Delhi go-
vernment had started evac-
uation of people living close
to the river.

Residents of Yamuna banks shifted to temporary shelters

e

in Delhi on Saturday. =susHIL KUMAR VERMA

‘Will approach
President on
indifferent |
attitude of govt.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Leader of the Opposition
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri on
Saturday accused the Del-
hi government of “tram-
pling upon all Constitu-
tional and democratic
norms” during the recent-
ly concluded monsoon
session of the Assembly.

‘Opposition muzzled’
He alleged the Delhi go-
vernment had done so by
not allowing any discus-
sion on the problems be-
ing faced by the people
and trying to muzzle to
voice of the Opposition.

“I along with other BJP
MLAs will approach the
President and the Lok
Sabha Speaker to file a
complaint against the in-
different attitude of the
Delhi government and the
functioning of the State
Assembly,” Mr. Bidhuri
said.

Before the commence-
ment of any Assembly ses-

DTC running into losses
of over 1K cr. annually

Transport Department tells Assembly

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Transport Corpo-
ration (DTC) has been run-
ning into losses of over
1,000 crore annually since
2015 and has not been able
to add even one bus to its ex-
isting fleet, the Transport
Department informed the
Delhi Assembly during the
monsoon session, which
concluded on July 30.

The city government also
denied reports that an extra
amount of 31,000 crore was
to be paid to manufacturers
of 1,000 low-floor buses be-
ing procured by the DTC for
the comprehensive annual
maintenance contract.

These statements were
made by the Transport De-
partment in the Delhi As-
sembly in a written reply to
a question by BJP MLA Vi-
jender Gupta on Thursday.

In a reply to another
question by BJP MLA Ajay
Mahawar, the department
said the DTC has not bought
any buses after 2015.

However, it also stated,
that under the Delhi Inte-
grated Multi-Modal Transit
System (DIMTS) operated
cluster scheme, 1,387 buses
were procured after 2015.

In the past six years, the
DTC suffered losses of
%1,019.36 crore in 2014-15,
%1,250.15 crore in 2015-16,
1,381.78 crore in 2016-17,

The House was also told that

the DTC has not added one

bus toits fleet after 2015.
=FILE PHOTO

%1,730.02 crore in 2017-18,
and 1,664.56 crore in 2018-
19. According to the interim
estimates for 2019-20, the
losses stood at 1,834.67
crore, it said.

Pusa bio-decomposer

In a related development,
the government informed
the Assembly it spent over
%15.8 crore on advertise-
ments related to the Pusa
bio-decomposer and
340,000 on the chemical
that converts paddy straw
or stubble into manure.

It has also spent
%4,69,000 on training and
awareness  programmes
against stubble burning
among farmers, the Directo-
rate of Information and Pu-
blicity of the Delhi govern-
ment said in a written reply
to BJP MLA O.P. Sharma's
question during the session.

sion, the LoP said, the
meeting of the Business
Advisory Committee is
held where the Opposi-
tion is also represented.
Then, he said, it is de-
cided in the BAC what is-
sues will come up for dis-
cussion or debate in the
House during the session.
However, Mr. Bidhuri al-
leged, the Kejriwal go-
vernment had bid good-
bye to such traditions.

Government of Himachal Pradesh
JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS

Online bids on item rate basis are invited by the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Division Pragpur on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh, in electronic tendering system in two
covers for the under mentioned work from the contractors/firms of appropriate class enlisted with Himachal Pradesh Jal Shakti Vibhag.

We are taking all necessa

AN AT

THE=22 HINDU
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

TO ADVERTISE
PLEASE CONTACT

Mr. N SELVA KUMAR
PH: 9820350726

selvakumar.n@thehindu.co.in
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COVID 19 Precautionary Measures

SUMMER WEDDING COLLECTION

RAYMONO

s Linen, Cotton & Woollen
@\0‘

Formals, Casual & Party Wears
: 9212758425
igns & Colors

GIFT PACKS AVAILABLE

o BLAZER-SUIT
SHIRT. TROUSER*JACKET

<>
ColorPles

By Economy Sal
Latest Range of

7 DAYS OPEN

POFX

* PUNCHKUIAN ROAD.Garwal Bhawan, (Near Jhandewalan, Gole Chkr.)
® WAZIRPUR A-5, Near Richi Rich Banquet (Opp. Shalimar Bagh)
e JANAKPURI B-1/2, Main Najafgarh Road,Opp. Metro Pillar 543
e NOIDA . Nirula’s Sec-2, Near Metro Station, Sec-15, Noida, UP

JSV Department who does not bind itself to accept the lowest proposal, and reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the proposals received without assigning any reason.
4. As the bids are to be submitted online and are required to be encrypted and digitally signed, the bidders are advised to obtain Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from suitable
venders or from any authorized agency atthe earliest.
5. KEYDATES WILL BEAS UNDER:-

Physical submission of eligibility criteria, pre-qualification documents,
earnest money deposit and cost of tender documents (in original)

a. | Date of online publication 31.07.2021 at 5:00 PM

b. | Downloading of e-tender Documents From 31.07.2021 at 5:00 PM to 07.08.2021  at 11:00 A.M.
c. | Date of submission of e-tender From 31.07.2021 at 5:00 PM to 07.08.2021  at 11:00 A.M.
d.

Upto 11:00 A.M. on 07.08.2021

e. | Date of opening of bids:

1) Cover-1 Eligibility information and Criteria

On 07.08.2021 at 11.30 A.M.

2) Cover-2 Financial Bid

Shall be intimated separately

6. TERMSAND CONDITIONS:-

mandatorily.

(
(
(iv]
(
(

v

documents online.

quote his /their offer for each item.

No. 01970-245045.

HP /2930/20-21

(1) The e-tender documents shall be uploaded online in 2 (Two) covers:-
1.Cover- 1 shall contain Scanned copies of “eligibility information and criteria
2.Cover-2 shall contain the “Financial bid” on the prescribed format.

(2) Cover-1shall contain Scanned copies of following “eligibility information and criteria” (Scanned copies to be uploaded):
In case of Exemption of EMD the tenderer shall have to upload an affidavit and list of works where he has used the exemption in order to ascertain the amount exempted

7. EarnestmoneyofL1,L2and L3 shall be retained for a period of 120 days.

8. Nosubletting of work by the contractor s permissible.

9. Incase, opening day is a holiday, the tenders shall be opened on next working day.
10. The offer of the tender shall be kept open for 120 days.

11. Ambiguousftelegraphic/ Conditional tenders or tenders by Fax /E-mail shall not be entertained/ considered in any case.
12. Conditional bids are liable to be rejected without assigning any reasons.
13. The Executive Engineer, reserves the right to reject/cancel any or all the tenders/bids without assigning any reason(s).
14. Any enquiry/clarification regarding tender can be obtained on e-mail of the divisional office under e-mail address i.exeniphpragpur@gmail.com and office telephone

() TheEarnestMoney(unless Exempted)should be deposited through online mode only in favour of Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti Division,Pragpur.
i) Thecostoftenderformthrough online mode onlyin favor of Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti Division, Pragpur.

i Copy of Certificate of registration with I&PH Department (Now JSV) in appropriate class and latest renewal thereof.
i Income Tax, PAN No. (PermanentAccount No.), GST registration, EPF registrationand  latest clearance certificate thereof, are to be submitted with the eligibility criteria.
) Copy of similar Work done / Experience Certificates be uploaded.

vi)  Theauthorization letter regarding digital signature certificate (DSC) of the person authorized by the registered renderer to upload the bid, be uploaded along with the other

(viiy  Ascanned copy of undertaking that | have carefully studied all the terms and conditions Stipulated in the contract document before quoting the rates.
(viiiy ~ The tenderer shall have to submit an affidavit of being Non-Blacklisted by govt. Department.
(ix)  Thetenderer shall have to submit an affidavit of Non-Relationship with Department Officers i.e. EE, AE, SE, DAO, /Gazetted /Non-Gazetted.

4. Cover-2 shall contain “Financial Bid” which will be opened at a later date to be notified separately & shall be opened only of those contractors /Firms whose documents as per
eligibility Information “Cover-I"are found in order. The Financial Bids shall contain only Financial Bid /Offer on departmental schedule of quantity/BOQ where contractor ffirms will

-Sd-

Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti Division
Pragpur

S. Estimated | Earnest | Cost of | Time . . . . .
No. Name of work Cost money | tender |limit o LAJPAT NAGAR, 49, Main Ring Road, Adj. Haldi Ram, Near Moolchand Crossing
form
1. | Improvement and extension of LWSS Lower Bhalwal in tehsil DadaSibaDistt. Kangra HP (SH:- Drilling, lowering and 1765598)- | 33990/~ | 400/~ |Three \\: 1L '
development of tube well 90 meter deep) months é;*.‘:‘»"‘

1. Tender documents and other instructions can be downloaded or viewed online from the portal http://hptenders.gov.in, by the interested bidders/firms/individuals registered on the .ulf-:n%

website whichis free of cost. | M KAsHIPUR
2. Competitive Bidding will be conducted in accordance with “Single Stage Two Envelope” Bidding Procedure. Bid security, and eligibility documents as per eligibility information [

and criteria and Financial bid should be put in separate envelop and all two separate envelops should be put together in a single envelop. The bids shall be submitted online M

electronically. 4w 2 A e
3. Bid evaluation of criteria- Technically Qualified lowest evaluated bidder (L1) will be considered as a successful bidder. However, the acceptance of the proposal will rest with the AD% L AR !KI[M

the CAT website.

process of non-lIMinstitutions.
CAT 2021 ELIGIBILITY

for shortlisting by IIMs.
RESERVATIONS

attention while registering.
REGISTRATION FEES

under any circumstances.

CAT website: www.iimcat.ac.in
CAT 2021 is a prerequisite for admission to various Post
Graduate and Fellow/Doctorate programmes of IIMs.
CAT 2021 scores are allowed to be used by listed non-IIM
member institutions. A list of such institutions is provided
on the CAT website. IMs have no role in the selection

Please refer to the detailed notification on the CAT website.
Applicants should note that mere fulfillment of the
minimum eligibility criteria will not ensure consideration

Refer to the CAT website for information regarding
reservation of seats for various categories of applicants.
No change in the category will be entertained after
CAT registration. The applicants are advised to pay

%1100 for SC, ST and PwD category candidates.

% 2200 for all other categories of candidates.

Please note that a candidate needs to pay the registration
fees only once, irrespective of the number of institutes
he/she is applying for. Fees once paid cannot be refunded

INDIAN INSTITUTES OF MANAGEMENT (IIMs)

Ahmedabad, Amritsar, Bangalore, Bodh Gaya, Calcutta, Indore, Jammu, Kashipur, Kozhikode, Lucknow,
Nagpur, Raipur, Ranchi, Rohtak, Sambalpur, Shillong, Sirmaur, Tiruchirappalli, Udaipur, Visakhapatnam

Common Admission Test

CAT 2021

The Indian Institutes of Management will conduct a
computer— based Common Admission Test 2021
(CAT 2021) on November 28, 2021 in three sessions.
Detailed information on CAT 2021 may be obtained from
Admit card download : October 27 —November 28, 2021

TestDate
Result declaration

TEST CENTRES

preference.
DISCLAIMER

This advertisement is only intended to be an
announcement for CAT 2021. For COVID-19 related
updates, detailed information, rules and procedures
regarding CAT and the admission process of various lIMs,
candidates should visit the CAT website.

Any dispute concerning CAT 2021 would be subject to the
jurisdiction of the competent Courts within the territorial
jurisdiction of the City of Ahmedabad only.

IMPORTANT

IMPORTANT DATES
Registrationopens  : August 04,2021 (10:00 am)
Registrationcloses : September 15,2021 (5:00 pm)

CAT will be conducted in test centres spread across
around 158 test cities. Candidates will be given the
option to select any six test cities in order of their

Candidates must declare and maintain a valid and
unique email account and a mobile phone number
throughout the selection process.

: November 28, 2021

. Second week of January, 2022
(Tentative)

her,” Mr. Singh said. LALIT md
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Sedition case
against SFJ
member

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SHIMLA

The police here on Satur-
day booked Sikhs for Jus-
tice member Gurpatwant
Singh Pannun for sedition
and other charges, a day af-
ter he allegedly issued a
threat that Himachal Pra-
desh Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur won’t be allowed to
hoist the National Flag, an
official spokesperson said.
The threat was made
through a recorded phone
call to a majority of Shimla-
based journalists. The call-
er identified himself as Gur-
patwant Singh Pannun, the
general counsel for the SFJ.

“Govt. busy in event management”

Nothing concrete is being done to improve standard of education, says Hooda

VIKAS VASUDEVA
CHANDIGARH
The Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Haryana Assemb-
ly, Bhupinder Singh Hooda,
on Saturday said in the name
of the new education policy,
the Bharatiya Janata Party-
Jannayak Janta Party (BJP-
JJP) government was only
doing ‘event management’
and nothing concrete was
being done to improve the
standard of education.
“Education standards
have been plummeting con-
tinuously in Haryana since
the BJP government came to
power. Instead of opening
new schools, the govern-
ment has closed several.

About 50,000 posts are lying
vacant in the education de-
partment. The fact is that
50% of the schools do not
even have a head teacher. In
such a situation, it is only un-
fortunate that the BJP-JJP go-
vernment is celebrating the
new education policy,” he
said here.

‘Education hub’

Mr. Hooda said Haryana was
emerging as a global educa-
tion hub during the Con-
gress government. “We esta-
blished one central
university, seven State un-
iversities, 23 deemed univer-
sities, 35 government colleg-
es, 481 technical institutes,

six medical colleges, 132
ITIs, 2,623 schools in the
State. We established Rajiv
Gandhi Education City pro-
ject and students started
coming to Haryana for edu-
cation,” he said.

“Education is critical to
creating new opportunities
and our government had laid
the foundation for the bright
future of Haryana. It is pain-
ful that not a single such pro-
ject or institution came to
Haryana in seven years of
the BJP government. On the
contrary, works on institu-
tions sanctioned during the
Congress government were
suspended and cancelled
during the present govern-

ment,” he said.

Rural schools closed

Mr. Hooda said ‘Kisan Model
Schools’ were also started to
improve the level of educa-
tion in rural areas during the
Congress government, but
these were closed by the BJP
government. “The Aarohi
schools started during the
Congress government have
also been brought on the
verge of closure. The stan-
dard of education cannot be
raised without strengthen-
ing the basic infrastructure
of education. The NITI
Aayog report shows that Ha-
ryana has lagged behind the
neighbouring States.”

Odisha seeks immediate
supply of fertilizers

izers during May, June and
\

Shortage will hit
kharif crop, writes
Naveen Patnaik
to Union Minister

STAFF REPORTER
BHUBANESWAR

Odisha Chief Minister Na-
veen Patnaik has sought im-
mediate restoration in sup-
ply of fertilizers as shortage
is likely to badly affect kharif
Crop season.

In a letter addressed to
Union Minister of Chemicals
and Fertilizers Mansukh
Mandaviya on Saturday, Mr.
Patnaik said the State wit-
nessed a severe shortage in
the supply of different fertil-

“The State has received
only 1,45,145 mt of urea
against the allocation of
2,31,530 mt and agreed sup-
ply plan of 2,10,000 mt. Si-
milarly, the State has re-
ceived 97,763 mt of DAP
against the allocation of
1,52,000 mt and agreed sup-
ply plan of 1,45,000 mt,” he
noted.

The letter issued by the
CM’s office points out that
the overall supply of urea
had been 62% against the al-
location and 69% against
the agreed supply plan
while for other fertilizers it
was also 60% to 74%.
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Graded
unlocking
in Odisha

STAFF REPORTER
BHUBANESWAR

The Odisha government on
Saturday announced roll-
ing out of graded unlocking
process throughout the
State beginning from Au-
gust 1.

Following improvement
in COVID-19 situation in the
State, the government lift-
ed weekend shutdown res-
trictions, except at three
urban centres — Bhubanes-
war, Cuttack and Puri, and
allowed all shops to resume
daily business. The dura-
tion of night curfew has al-
so been reduced. It will re-
main from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m.

thehinduads.co
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Classification common
for Brides, Bridegrooms,
Brides & Grooms

Assamese

Awadhi

Bengali

Bhojpuri

Bihari

Chhattisgarhi

English

Gujarati

Haryanvi

Hindi

Kannada

Kashmiri

Konkani

Malayalam

Manipuri

Marathi

Marwari

Nepali

Oriya

Parsi

Punjabi

Saurashtra

Sindhi

Tamil

Telugu

Tulu

Urdu

Advocate

Business

Defence

Doctor

Engineer

Finance/ Banking

Government/ Quasi-Govt.

1AS/ Allied Services

Information Technology

MBA/ CA/ ICWA

NRI

Cosmopolitan

Divorcee

Physically Challenged
MARRIAGE BUREAUS
WEDDING ARRANGEMENTS

GROOM NEEDED for G.Sai Jyoshna
B.Tech M.B.A. DOB: 3/4/1991, Di-
vorced, Contact: 9348633455

ANAMIKA 29 yrs. aspiring en-
trepreneur.  Schooling  in ~ The
School,KFI. Graphic design from DJ
Academy. Masters in Food Design,
ltaly. Looking for a groom nprefer-
ably based in Chennai with liberal
and pro%ressive ideologies. email:
vbalkrish@gmail.com

SOZHIA VELLALAR 41 Issueless
Divorcee USA. Seeks Suitable Groom.
CNB. 77089 23691

FAIR/ MUDALIYAR Girl 30/162, 10th,
No issue, seeks suitable groom,
caste no bar, Chennai only.
9840353368

HINDU NADAR 28 yrs/170 Cms, Ph.D.,
Germany Fair Good looking Tamil
girl.  Father in  Chennai seeks
groom with good education and de-
cent  family  background.  Ct:
9444075051.

HINDU NADAR 25/167 fair B.Tech SWE

in reputed MNC at Chennai 16L/PA °

from  educated affluent  family.
Seeks suitable educated and well
settled groom in Govt /MNC. Ct
9971954420

INTER- FAITH parents looking for
suitable groom for daughter - An-
glo Indian, RC, 28, MBA, 18L PA,
working for a leading MNC based in
Chennai. 9445027217

TAMIL BRAHMIN lyer Girl, Doctor
Pharma,  Chitirai, Vadoolam, 25
Years, Seeks Professionally quali-
fied groom. Contact: 9840098305

MUDALIAR, 31/ 160cm/ M.Sc. CS
fair, Pooratathi 2nd Patham / Kum-
bam, working in MNC, Chennai.
Looking for a suitable match in
the same community  Contact:
9382165932

RC SC 31/152 BE Good-looking Fair
Slim Disciplined Settled Working
for TN Govt. UPSC aspirant Di-
vorcee No children Preferring the
same Ct:7708487103,
emmanuel.ediz28 @gmail.com

HINDU, MBBS, Indian Revenue Ser-
vice (IRS) Bride seeks Bridegroom.
Caste / State No bar. Contact
8122063593

HINDU- ARUNTHATHIYAR 27 Dr ( PG)
decent fair good looking girl par-
ents seeks suitable professional
boys from same decent educated fam-
ily. contact : 9444723444(after 06
00PM)

PQM 4 Sriv 33/5'1"/Delhi based,
Gori, MCA, Father Ret.bank emp.
Pref boy wkg in metros 9661389408
mhtsnh@gmail.com

NAIR GIRL Revathi 27/153, BE Chen-
nai settled, employed, seeks Chen-
nai settled Nair family. 9500012855

NAIR GIRL, Age : 37 Thiruvonam,Msc
Bioinformatics Currently working at a
research Institute in Bangalore(Ready
to relocate). Seeks alliance from pro-
fessionally Qualified, well employed
boys. 9447913459.

MALAYALAM  DOCTOR  Hindu
Ezhuva Girl Makayiram 27/157,
MBBS, MD (Paediatrics) Fair, Good
Looking base in Chennai settled in
Mavelikara Kerala Rich Educated
family ~ seeks alliance. Tel:
9176251309/ 7305329667.

NAIR GIRL 26, Fair, Thiruvathira,
M.Tech,  Trivandrum.  Phone :
9249437529

HINDU EZHAVA girl 30/5'7" MBA,
MNC, salary 30 L/A, looking Malay-
alee groom equally qualified work-
ing outside Kerala. Call
9447284858 or email erpnmohanan@
gmail.com

MALAYALEE VISWAKARMA(G.S) girl 38/
162, Avittom, Deputy Manager in
MNC,Chennai. Seeks educated & Em-
ployed Groom(CNB). 9445651626 /
9790739037

EZHAVA GIRL 27/158 Thiruonam Soft-
ware Engineer Bangalore settled
9845026359.

DOCTOR GIRL MBBS,MD(RD) , Govt.
Services,DOB : 27-12-92, Thiruvo-
nam,5.4" Paravar, seeking alliance.
Religion & Caste no bar. 7025755593

WANTED GROOM

Kerala Hindu SC girl
upper middle class
28,Chothy, MBA-MNC
Bangalore seeks
alliance from IT
professionals. Caste
no bar. Contact:

9446030562,
9447740562

DOCTOR GROOM USMLE Passed match
from a decent family for a beauti-
ful, slim, charming girl to USA
Citizen and valued family. she is
26,163 cm, cont:+1 (224)3340094/
+91 9444035849

MALAYALAM EZHAVA MBBS, 29, Atham.
Chennai Settled. Seek Groom from
U.S, Canada, UK, Chennai, Banga-
lore, Delhi, Mumbai. Ph: 9962959559

CM
K

MUDALIAR 23/164 V.Fair, MBBS, Fa-
ther Business, Rubberlndustry, Re-
sorts, Pharma Company, Rich Fami-
ly, Seeks groom- Doctor/Business-
8925019776

Highly Educaled Iyer Girl
hails from a rich and corporate |
| family seeks alfluent, well placed
or into big business, corparate
family,

The Boy should be tall and born|
between 1988 to 1992 irom similar
| background.

brahminexclusive@gmail.com

CHRISTIAN GIRL 31years Engineering
Graduate working in Chennai Wanted
an Engineering Graduate Groom from
a decent literate family 9444325317

Muslim Rowther 26 years M.Tech
Working Bride Seeks Suitable Tamil
Speaking Groom. M.E and N.E Coun-
trys and Tamil Nadu 98428 98610.

ROMAN CATHOLIC Sozhia Vellala
Tamil Gil 45 /158 /MBA /
Wheatish, Good Looking, Unmarried,
Employed, Earning Handsome Salary
Seeks Suitable Groom Preferably
Unmarried.Caste  no  bar.Contact
Arokiaya Mari 9840022828 between 7
pmand 10 pm.

HINDU NADAR 24/153 B.Tech MS (UK)
Revathi fair Chennai settied seeks
suitable good family background
groom  Ct:9381060264/ aj_enter@
yahoo.com

HINDU SC AD 34, BE SWE TCS 1 lakh/
pm, seeks suitable grooms working
in Chennai/Bangalore Ct 9952147216

MUDALIAR, 26/162, BE, Homely, SWE,
Infosys, 60000.PM, Decent well to
o i NB.

Family,
7299576644,7299576666

AGAMUDAYAR MUDALIYAR, 28/167cm,BE
(CS)Working as developer in a IT
organization  earning 85K  per
month, Divorcee(No Issues) seeks
Groom, Well educated , family ori-
ented person. Contact - 9884494909/
044-25547066.

HINDU AD/PR Widow 37/160 ME/no
child.Lecturer at Trichy seeks edu
groom,CNB Age upto 42 Ct:7406401199

B.TECH, AGE 25,(Bank) 60,000/-Pm
Good Looking Well Settled Only
Daughter. Need Good Family.Ct:
9360395175

TAMIL BRAHMIN lyer girl, B.E.,
Vadamal Bharadwajam Thiruvadirai,
25 yrs / 165 cms / Suddha jathagam
| Chennai, seeks Professionally
qualified / Chartered Accountants
from same community. Subsect no
bar. Please send details and horo-
scope to asvaralakshmi31@gmail.com

WANTED BUSINESS GROOM TAMIL
lyer Boy with good background (DOB
1992 Above ) from Tamil Nadu only
Send Horoscope & photo with details
for Fair Girl 1997/5.5, Vadama/Nythru-
pa Kashiba/Porattathi, Sutha Jatha-
gam, MA, Admin power Preparing for
Civil UPSC Exam, Talent in Carnatic
music. Call:- 9003076172 Mail
metroravi98 @ gmail.com

WANTED
GROOM
Padmashali 25 yrs,
57", MBBS, MS
(0BG), Fellowship in
Reproductive
Medicine -IVF
(Homerton Unversity,
London), Doctor
parents having 150
beds own Hospitals.
Req: Only from well
settled Affluent Family
Caste: BC /OC

9030113135|}

BRIDES WANTED

DKV 32/173/73 B.E, Hastam, Manag-
er, Govt bank seeks bride from edu-
cated family. 9940507235

.| BRAHMIN IYER chennai postgraduate

advocate good income & property 28/

511"iittle ~ strength  less in  left
hand. Any Hindu girl intercaste no
bar.contact 8838578972

R. JOTHI Ganesh,M.A,Age(33)Brahmin
(Divorcee) veg bride in any Hindu
cast Ct:9710847176. (brokers avoid)

DOCTOR MD (Radiology) 34 years Hin-
du Tamil SC Pondicherry seeks doc-
tor girl contact 7708756395

1985/175CM. IT. 25 Lakhs PA. Chen-
nai. Father Doctor. Seeks well edu-
cated bride. WhatsApp: 96290 12248

KERALA BASED Anglo-Indian boy set-
tled in chennai,MCA graduate,30
15,175  cmworking in MNC
¢t.:9042206638,9444985328.

CSI CHRISTIAN Nadar Girl Fair,
Good Looking, 03-04-1986 born /
152cm / M.Sc M.Phil, working as As-
sistant Professor in a Reputed Wom-
en’s College, Mount Road, Chennai.
Both Parents Doctors ~ (Private),
Suitable Alliance, Employed / Set-
ted in Chennai / With Clean
Habits from Same Community. Con-
tact: 9841182514

RC NADAR age 26 B.com Seeking
BrideGroom for well Settled Bride
:9600131536,9840425192

SC-AD BDS 25 /160 cm medium com-
plexion seeks BDS/MBBS Chennai
based  teetotaler ~ groom  Ph
9444301934

SC ARUNTHATHIYAR Thiruvathirai /
Mithunam 09-09-85 MSc employed
seeks suitable groom Ph:9150331377

RC NADAR, M.A.,37/155cms, Railways,
ICF-Chennai. Seeks suitable Match.
7305411849/ chella.ranis @ gmail.com

MUDALIAR /PILLAI 5.1, 33yrs Fair,
MCA uper midle class setled Chen-
nai seeks profly qulfd Groom
8925640261

HINDU SADHU Chetty, 27/174cm,
Kettai, Viruchigam, Fair, MBBS pre-
sently Medical Practioner at reputed
Hospital, preparing NEET PG Exam,
Father employed at Central Govt.
seeks Tamil Doctor Groom. Caste No
Bar. Ct : 9443502210.

ARCOT MUDALIYAR (Thuluva Vellala)
26/167/BE (CS), Magam 1st Padam,
very fair, upper middle class
seeks suitable Chennai/ Bangalore/
US based groom. Subsect welcome
98402-98002

ASST. PROF. TULUVA VELLAL MUDALIAR
Good looking Girl 33 ( Uthirat-
tathy, Meenam, Ph.D(Physics) Fami-
ly Seeks Alliance from First & Un-
married Bachelor Bridegroom Aged
33 - 36 Yrs, Employed, Caste No
Bar. CT: After 7 PM: 9940840760,
7550245659

HINDU NADAR 30, M.E/ 164cm/ 1L/
CTS/ Groom KA Raman Nadar/
ramannadar2004 @gmail.com / W-
9380791999

U.S.A (HINDU Nadar) 25 / B.Tech
working US. 5 Lakh PM. Seeks US Al-
liance 98845 10869

HINDU/SC-AD M.Com, M.Phil, 28 yrs
/165 cms, Asst. Professor/Vellore,
seeks groom from Hindu SC-AD family
only. Ct.9626047279.

NADAR MBBS, DGO, 27yrs, Fair Bride
| Seeks Doctors Groom or Rich Oth-
ers. Ph: 7338812126

854

Matrimon

MUDALIYAR, 26, 175 cms, Professional, CA from a
premier Institute. Lives in Chennai. Father is an
affluent Businessman with a good net worth. Looking
for a like minded well educated match from any

community. Contact: 6366448344

ELITE BRIDES WANTED

BRAHMIN, 25, 183 cms, Professional, pursuing
Masters in Business Administration. Lives in New York.
Father is an affluent Businessman with a good net
worth. Looking for a compatible well educated match
from the same community. Contact: 6366448344

MUDALIYAR, 27, 168 cms, Doctor, Bachelors in
Medicine. Lives in Thiruvannamalai. Father is an
affluent Businessman with a good net worth. Looking
for a well educated match. Contact: 6366448345

NADAR/CASTE NO BAR, 25,
Businessman, Masters in Engineering from a reputed
Institute. Lives in Nagercoil. Belongs to an affluent
business family with a good net worth. Looking for a
suitable well educated match. Contact: 6366448346

THEVAR/KALLAR, 30, 180 cms, Professional,
Bachelors in Engineering. Lives in Chennai. Father is a
working Professional. Looking for a like minded well
educated match. Contact: 6366448345

Exclusive matchmaking service for the elite

From BharatMatrimony

6366448343

165 cms,

ELITE GROOMS WANTED

BRAHMIN, 26, 175 cms, R&D Engineer, MS from a
premier Institute. Lives in Hyderabad. Father is a
Managing Director and Mother is a working
Professional. Looking for an affable well educated
match. Contact: 6366448344

BRAHMIN, 27, 163 cms, Professional, Masters in
Management. Lives in Mumbai. Father is a working
Professional. Looking for a compatible well educated
match from the same community. Contact:

MUDALIYAR, 27, 165 cms, Entrepreneur, Masters in
Management. Lives in Erode. Father is an affluent
Businessman with a good net worth. Looking for a like
minded well educated match from the same
community. Contact: 6366448343

PILLAI/CASTE NO BAR, 27, 165 cms, Doctor,
Bachelors in Medicine. Lives in Chennai. Father is an
affluent Businessman with a good net worth. Looking
for a well educated match. Contact: 6366448344

NADAR, 23, 152 cms, Masters in Arts from a reputed
Institute. Lives in Virudhunagar. Father is a working
Professional. Family is affluent. Looking for a suitable
well educated match. Contact: 6366448343

Call for Free Consultation @ 99629 76000
www.elitematrimony.com

IYER 26,M.Tech.160 cms, fair, good
looking, Moolam, Kashyapa gothram,
well employed in Chennai seeks suita-
ble alliance from IYER boys, smart,
well educated, well employed in India,
upto 30 years from respectable Kerala/
Tamil lyer family. Respond with full
particulars;

e-mail: madomputhan @gmail.com

Tamil well to do Brahmin Bride loo-
king for Supportive Compassionate
partner 40-45 Years, Professional, well
to do family. Reply with photo to
WhatsApp # 98410 26998 or Email :
vmuthuswami1937 @gmail.com

ALLIANCE INVITED for Tamil lyer
girl , Sadayam, Kousigam, 30,ACS/
LLB working professional,from Brah-
min  Boys qualified /working
preferably with interest in  Music.
Contact muralidharan.n1960@
gmail.com

KONGU VELLALAR Gownder 24yrs BE,
(MBA), Senior Analyst Pvt Chennai.
Seeks Groom in Same Caste.
Ct:9865216100

HINDU YADAVA Girl 35/155 cm
MA (Eng)., B.Ed.,(TET-Passed) Seeks
Suitable Groom Ct: 6381234800.

HINDU SC(PR) 33yrs, M.Tech, Phd.
Nano, looking for suitable Groom.
Contact: 88074 92527.

CSINADAR 31 MBBS MS 162 Fair Di-
vorce Girl VIP Family Seeks CSI
Doctor BE MS Tamil Mother Tongue
Good Family Contact 7550113468
9884188849

HINDU SC PR Kongu 1984 MBBS
DCH Doctor, working in Govt Hospital
seeks suitable groom.CT:94436-80973

HINDU NADAR, MSC, 33, Rasi:Simmam

/ StarMagam, Working in Bank,
Seeking Suitable Groom.
Ct:8190900067

HINDU MA 35/163cm, Divorcee,having
1 child,working in IT Sector, 7L
PA,Seeks suitable Bride Groom, Sec-
ond Marriage, Divorcee with/with-
out child, Hindu any caste
Ct:8807733824

HINDU/TAMIL/DKV 31/174, B.Tech
M.S. Working in U.S. seeks Groom
settled in U.S. Ct - 8939709989

MUDALIAR : 25/160,V.Fair, BE, MS
(USA), MNC, Analyst, Chennai,
Seeks groom - Abroad / India -
8939012419

GROOM
WANTED 7
! Mudhaliar F 29

ht 5.4 Ft Slim, -

M.B.A Johlsettf ed

@blr Dhanusu Sign

Moola star seeks
well educated. Good
looking, Smart

Groom with clean

habit, well placed

India}Abroad. Age

bet 30-32 yrs same
~ » community

. preferable. ¥

0 98440 79006

Saiva Pillai, UK Doctor
26/180 Slim Fair Revathy
seeks Tamil hoy
working in UK below 30yrs
of age from reputed

Pillai & Mudaliar family
5

Ct: 94433-95

rcmp2021@gm com

NAIDU 26/154. State Govt 'B’ grade
officer. Works in CBE. Anusham.
Suddha jathakkam, Seeks employed
room from settled family in TN.
CT: 8122347357.

KAMMA NAIDU Telugu Girl 24/160
B.Tech Fair and Good Looking em-
ployed in Chennai Seeks Alliance
Same Community Boy Preferably Ca-
reer Oriented in India. Send Bioda-
ta to ravi.gkfam@gmail.com

NAIDU 29 / 170 cm,Fair Good Look-
ing,MDS in SRMC,Seeks Suitable
Groom from Well Settled Family
9840391031

GROOMS WANTED ELITE (NAIDU) 22/M.E
(own 4 Petrol Bunk Chennai) Rich
family Seeks Groom Ph -98845 10761

BALIJA NAIDU 27/158 Fair BE/IT com-
pany seeks suitable Groom from Edu-
cated/Decent Family. Mob 9600163283

BALIJA NAIDU Widow No encumbrance
well to do 51/ 5.7 seeks Eucated,
Well settled Telugu Widower / Di-
vorcee. Ct: 8807703450

BALIJA NAIDU 26/155/V.Fair, B.Com
CA Working MNC Seeks Fair Educated
Empld  Groom  Decent  Family
9444361010

KAMMA NAIDU BE, MS in USA, 1980/
163, Uthiram seeks BE, MS Groom.
CT: 99762 54300.

NAIDU GAVARA, 28/170, BE, Software

Engr, Bangalore. Seeks suitable
groom  working in  US/India.
8072397518

YADAVA 22/177 Danusu, Moolam4,
B.Tech IT,(MBA) seeks well quali-
fied suitable groom(Tamil also)
9940895840

CHENNAI. NAIDU 25/165 MBA. Work-
ing. Parent seeks qualified and
settled groom. Ph 97109 21888

NAIDU ISSUELESS Divorcee 45/151cm
ACS MBA Govt.Officer looking for
Bride groom in  Chennai.CNB
8778873501

ELITE RICH (Naidu) 24 / M.BB.S,
M.S., own 3 Hospitals (750 Beds)
fair girl. Seeks Groom. Ct: 98845
10869

URDU MUSLIM, 38yrs Divorcee, Govt.
Asst Prof, Fair, Issueless. Seek-
ing Chennai Based Groom. 9025067019
SMU, 33/165 BE, MBA, MNC employed
seeks  Religious, MNC  working
Groom. 9791108599/ snzglobal18@
gmail.com

INTERCASTE NAIR Boy 1st Marriage
Age35, PVT Bank Legal Manager. Own
House No Brokers Ct: 9840699500

YADAV/ CASTE no bar, Tiruttani,
29, 57", CA, ICWA, NRI, 60 lacs
salary, Telugu/Tamil, 9113070596

VISWAKARMA 29/155 maham Ph.d scien-
tist well settled in newyork,seeks
bride studying /working in usa or
indian doctor wiling to settle in
usa.caste nobar.ct 7200771188

RC, 29 / B.E,, Cognizant 1 Lakh
(PM) seeks Bride — 98845 10869

CANADA PROFESSOR, 48, Christian
BE, ME, PhD, Rich, Own properties,
Issueless Divorced sought good-
looking Christian / Hindu unmar-
ried or divorced bride below 38
years without kid. All denomina-
tions Welcome Caste no bar. Visit-
ing India this week, Contact Par-
ents in Chennai 9994418154, What-
sApp CANADA: 0016475737315

TAMIL MUSLIM, 29yrs/ 168cm, B.E,
MBA (PGDRM), ASM in Nigeria seeks
Fair, Slim, MBBS/ MD/ MS Bride from
well settled family. Ct: 97891 39281

TAMIL, PILLAI, 33,176 fair hand-
some B.Tech, MBA from premier in-
stitute working in Mumbai, 15L per
annum seeking a good-looking work-
ing girl from a well-to-do family
9894352794

PILLAI AGE 34, Qul:BE,MS, Bank Em-
ployee Divorce Any BC, Unmarried
Bride Wanted Thanjavur  Dist
9443191812

VISWAKARMA, 33 Yrs, B.Tech., MS,
Mirugashirisham, Rishabam, 18L per
annum seeks suitable bride. Con-
tact: +91 8825530897

HANDSOME BOY, 29Yrs 185cm.M.S in
U.S.& Employed in U.S.A for 4Yrs,
Now working in Dubai last 9months
& well settled family.Star Hastham
& BC.Seeks Educated Hindu Bride
(Cast No Bar) for their only
S0n.9840041041

SENGUNTHAR MUDALIAR, Chennai Na-
tive, living in Mandaveli, Age 36,
180cm, Magam, Simma Rasi, MBBS
M.D. Pediatrician MRCP, working in
a Prime Hospital Chennai seeks
preferably Doctor Bride. Father is
also Doctor, MRCP, FRCP. Ct: 044-
24938959, 9445195689,  Email:
selvim5@yahoo.com

HINDU SC Adidravidar, 33, MTech
Civil Engineer, Thiruvonam Maga-
ram, Working in Dubai. Ph: 96003
82674

IYER,VADAMA, 40YEAR. Self Employed
Chartered  Accountant.  Right leg
slightly short. He can walk and
drive vehicle normally. Need suit-
able Bride. Call 9994934568

TAMIL IYER Boy NaithrupaKashyapa
Mrigasirisham 39yrs 6ft ITManager
never married seeks suitable bride
9444402146

SENGUNTHAR / Pillai (CNB) 165cm
36years B.E, Middle Class, Settled
Chennai, Seeking Good Family Bride
Ph: 8838909035 / WhatsApp -
9952906501

MUDALIAR,1972/180CM UTHIRADA/
Makaram, M.E.,Ph.D, Asst Prof, Di-
vorcee seeks Divorcee/ Widow with-
out Child. Ct: 9840371485

MUDALIAR PH.D 35,suddha Jathakam,
Uthiradam, Rasi Danusu, Profession—
HOD, 9.6L/annum, Chennai,expect ed-
ucated or working bride with suit-
able horoscope, Caste no bar
9994527891

MUDALIAR SAIVAM 6ft, 28, BE TCS
SWE 6L/PA. Hastham, Upper Class,
Seek  Suitable  Graduate ~ Girl.
9629276108

HINDU, SC AD 40/157, Swathi,
JUDGE, TN Govt M.L,M.A.LLM.,
Own House, Disciplined Groom seeks
suitable Good Looking Bride bet 30
& 35. Caste no Bar Ct: 9840984398/
6381335537

VANNIYAR 34/162 B.Com Aviation pro-

fessional Govt. job,seeks suitable
bride,caste no bar(Hindu)
9840122263

MUDALIAR 29, M.Tech, MBA,16L P.A,
176cm, Smart, Well Settled Family
Seeks Bride CNB 8778514465/
7200866346

SAIVAPILLAI ALLIANCE invited for
our son 34, 511", handsome, B.E.,
M.B.A., Manager, Chennai. Seeking
good looking, vegetarian bride
from decent educated family. Con-
tact 9585012908

BRAHMIN - Divorcee 42 BE, MBA, IT,
Clean Habit. Seeks Suitable Bride
34 to 40 Yrs Caste No Bar
9003052848

HINDU NADAR, Boy 34years, BE, 1.5
Lac-2.0 Lac. Nadar/Caste No bar.
Tee  totaller  Suitable Bride
7200109069

—

Hindu, Caste No Bar: A Well - Established e
& Affluent Business Family Invites (

Suitable and Well - Disciplined,

Like-minded BRIDES for thei

alia
LS

f

TWO SONS

AGE: 29Yrs, HEIGHT: 5ft %in,
CHARACTER: A well-disciplined,
Well-mannered, and intelligent person.

AGE: 28Yrs, HEIGHT: 5ft 9in,
CHARACTER: A well-disciplined,

Well o

.+ SPE GROUP =

Share your Profile & Photograph to Below mentioned mail ID
Email ID: sperealtors@gmail.com

NAME: MALATHY, contact No: 99406 44309

WANTED BRIDE

Age 38, Vellalar Pillai, BE,
ECE, 171/ 68 kg, working as
la Software Architect in
International Bank Singa-
pore, Tanjore origin, well
settled, wedding function
void (annuled). Expected
bride with a degree, good
family background (caste &
status no bar). Contact:

+918220007064

BRIDE

WANTED
VANNIAR KULA
KSHATRIYA GROOM

35yrs, 171cms.

Affluent Businessman

with a good net worth.
Looking for a
compatible, well
educated, affable bride
from any community.

© 7299919653

v/ HINDU MUDALIAR 38 Yrs 164cm ME,
SWI, IT, Seeks Suitable Bride with

any Degree. 944536 8379 /
9791071687
HINDU AD 34/178 M.S.Biotech

Manager, Pharma co. affluent await-
ing Mutual divorce seeks educated
family Bride Ct:9994459158

57YS TAMIL lyer Bachelor Chennai
Healthy Elec. 40K Sks blw 51ys
Pure Veg. Only. Widow Slight De-
fect Ok. Divorce pl. Excuse -
9840846524

CANADA BOY holding PR Naidu 32/185
MS Engg from USA, Pooram/Simha-
rasi, working in Toronto Earning 1
Lakhs CAD PA. Seeking a Good Look-
ing, Height min157cm & Profession-
ally Qualified bride from affluent
Hindu family wiling to settle in
Canada. Sub Caste No bar. Contact:
9941379031,  atchaluvijayarengan@
gmail.com

HINDU THEVAR, B.Com, 45 years,
Legally divorced, Own House & Busi-
ness in Chennai. Seeks suitable
bride  with  respectable  family.
Caste no bar. Ct: 9941872820

HINDU SC, AD,44/173cm, Anusham/
Vrichikam, B. TECH, MBA Working in
Central Govt Company, Chennai Look-
ing for Suitable Bride. First Mar-
riage Only. Caste / Religion No
Bar 8056026333 / perumalvs@
hotmail.com

MUDALIAR 38yrs High Status Inno-
cent divorcee govt 12LPA. Simple edu-
cated bride FC,BC,MBC. 8778934848

KALLAR, 35 Years, 511, Reputed
company, 14 lacs per annum, seeks
bride from same caste. Contact -
87788 51119

IYER KOWSHIKAM Thiruvathirai 31/
180 Handsome Professionally Quali-
fied comes from very Affluent Busi-
ness Family seeking Well Mannered
Good looking Bride willing to set-
tle in Chennai Ct: 9043134443/
04424933680

48YRS. B.E. M.S (USA), Working in
MNC Company, 2nd Marriage seek to
Any Degree. Ct : 9790825255

v/ CASTE NO Bar : 32/182, Hand-
some, B.E, MBA, Established Busi-

ness, Chennai, Elite Family -
Seeks  Good looking gl -
7305810258

GROOM 30 SWE BE in Chennai earns 1
lakh pm with vitiligo seeks al-
liance ~ from educated vegetarian
girl caste no bar ct. 9677239386

BRIDE Wanted: Scientist (U.K) M.Sc.,
Ph.d., 1981, Swathi(Thulam), Mukkula-
thor, expecting Bride with any Degree.
Contact: 88385-59858, Coimbatore.

HINDU NADAR 29, BE MBA, 178cm, 23L
PA, Smart Well Settled Seeks Suit-
able Bride CNB 7200866346/
8778514465

MUDALIAR, 30/175, Handsome, B.
Tech, SWE, HCL, 70000.PM, Decent
well to do Fmly, CNB.
7299576644,7299576666

IYER ATHREYA Swathi 29/176 B.
E.,MBA., working in Chennai asAsst
Manager ~ Manipal ~ Group  of
Tech.,Salary 95k p.m. seeking suit-
able girl.Pref. working in Bank/
ReputedFirms/ Co. Ct: 9487006058

HINDU IYENGAR 28 B.E. IT Analysts
at TCS Chennai. Salary 7 Lakhs P.A
Seeks Educated Employed, Veg
Bride. Caste No Bar. Email:
madhavan_sk@hotmail.com or Call
98844 53335

SHRIDI OLD Age Home. Senior /Pa-
tient care. All amenity Chennai,
8015012127, 9962148495

RS
WANTED

Gynaecologists
for Iswarya Women’s Hospital

at Vellore, Trichy, Thanjavur,
Ramanathapuram, Madurai.

888 330 2888

cc@iswarya.in

TECHNICAL

Design Engr 2 Yrs, Exp 9790840766
itakusystems @gmail.com

BUSINESS OFFER

LOOKING FOR Financial Partners for
our Supply Chain and Super Market
Projects. Ct: 6381095123.

WE ARE Ready to Invest Long Term
Projects allover the World. Cont :
08610936362, 07708215904

BUSINESS FOR SALE

FACTORY R&D 2.5 Acres, JV/Sale,
Pharma/  Nutra/  Bioproducts
9500023962

This pdf was originamlploaded to Brills Express Official (https://t.me/The_ Hindu_Express) before anyone else. Don't forget to'join backup channel @The’inOO

TAMIL IYER Vadama Sandilyam 53yrs
168cms IT Professional Never Mar-
ried No Dependents Seeks Suitable
Bride Kind Hearted Women.Ct:
9841003125

BRAHMIN VISAGAM groom(29)B.Com(CA)
Kowsikam, Logistics Manager. 6.2
Lk pa. OwnHouse in Chennai
9600126168

BRAHMIN, 40, ASSOCIATE Project Man-

ager HCL Technologies Madurai,
Seeks any Brahmin Girl, Ct:
9487851429

BALIJA NAIDU 36yrs, Aswini, B.E,
PGDM from IIM working in Central
govt P.SU in Hyderabad. Ct:
9445412753

OWN TEXTILE Showroom (5 Floors)
Chennai, Padma Saliyar Chettiyar
29/M.Sc. Monthly 1 Crore above
Rich. Seeks Bride. Chennai - 98845
10761

YADAVA, TELUGU 32 yrs, 168 cm,
M.Tech 85K pm Chennai good net-
worth seeks qualified fair bride
9677003920

WANTED BEAUTIFUL working girl for
Delhi based Naidu smart Engineer
58" aged 26 working with package
of 12 lacs. Email:gn.balaji1964@
gmail.com.

YADAVA 29/185 fairMagam B.
E,MS(USA) Working USA sks suitable
B.E(CS,ITECE)  bride(Tamil also)
9789292228

BALIJA, BHARANI, 30, Bank of Ameri-
ca, 15 Lakhs Per Annum, Bride from
Tradiational Family. Ct: 9176757079

Lingayat 37Y Veg M.Sc, IT Job,
Seeks  Telugu/Kannada  Lingayat/
Brahmin Girl, 30-37 Y Ct: 8688230917.

SENIOR EXECUTIVE/MNC Chennai
37/5.6 Divorcee seek Unmarried or
Khula Namazi SMU Girl. 9962398590

SMU 27/5'6" M.E, Ph.D (Mech Engg)
Faculty in Anna University, Chen-
nai seeks religious and well quali-
fied bride MBBS/PhD/ME. (Urdu/
Tamil) M: 94441 07569

SMU PARENTS seek suitable alliance
for son 30/ BE(CS) working in Ban-
glore. 8754583349/ nayeem48@
yahoo.com

MARRIAGE BUREAU

DKV Matrimonial Free. T & C apply.
Allur Thangaraju. W.app: 94429 24441

MUSLIM ALLIANCE only. Married/ Un-
Best

married. Rib  matched.

7200176211

PERSONAL
OLD AGE HOME

|_AUTOMOTIVE

SELLING
|___MERCEDES |

2012 S350CDI Diesel 1 owner
30000Km Maroon Co.service. A&S
98409-53737

TENDERS

The online tender for
‘Supply of Bovine Frozen
Semen Doses' is
extended for submission
up to 16th August 2021
(3 PM). Please log on to
https://lassam
tenders.gov.in for
participation.

Sd/-

Chief Executive Officer,
Assam Livestock
Development Agency,
GS Road, Khanapara,
Guwahati-781022

THE:+ 2= HINDU
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries and
satisfy themselves about the authenticity
of an advertisement before responding to
publication / advertisement any in this
newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD.,
the Pubﬁsher & Owner of this newspaper,
does not vouch for the genuineness of any
advertisement or advertiser or for any of
the advertiser's products and/or services.
In no event can the Owner, Publisher,
Printer, Editor, Director(s), EmploKee(s) of
this newspaper / company be held re-
sponsible}jliable in any manner what so
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publications / advertisements in this
newspaper.
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Cargo plane makes
emergency landing
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A technical snag prompted a
cargo plane of Air India
Express to make an
emergency landing at the
Thiruvananthapuram
International Airport on
Saturday shortly after
take-off. While there were no
passengers, the flight had
eight crew members on
board. According to the
airport authorities, the flight
that was headed for
Dammam in Saudi Arabia
took off around 6.50 a.m.
Following a “minor technical
issue”, the plane was brought
back to Thiruvananthapuram.

Prakasam Barrage may
receive flood inflow
VIJAYAWADA

The Prakasam Barrage across
Krishna river is most likely to
receive over 5 lakh cusecs of
flood inflow by Sunday.
District Collector J. Nivas said
about 5.5 lakh cusecs flood
water was being discharged
at Srisailam and in Nagarjuna
Sagar downstream, there was
256 tmcft of water. Surplus
from Nagarjuna Sagar would
reach the Prakasam Barrage
by Sunday. As the water level
would rise during night,
officials were asked to shift
people, if necessary.

SIT formed to probe
Kerala shooting incident
KOCHI

A special investigation team
has been formed to probe the
incident in which a man
allegedly shot a 24-year-old
woman doing Bachelor of
Dental Surgery dead and then
killed himself at Nellikuzhi in
Kerala on Friday. "We have
sent a four-member team to
Kannur to do a background
check," the police said.
Though a lot of speculation
was making the rounds about
the make of the weapon and
how it was procured, the
police said it was yet to be
examined by ballistic experts.

TDP leaders put under house
arrest over Kondapalli visit

Cases booked against Oppn. leaders, who alleged illegal mining in reserve forest

STAFF REPORTER
G. KONDUR

The Andhra Pradesh police
on Saturday foiled an at-
tempt by TDP leaders to visit
the Kondapalli reserve forest
area in Krishna district and
booked cases against 50
leaders of both the opposi-
tion party and the ruling
YSRCP.

Alleging illegal mining in
the forest area, the TDP had
constituted a fact-finding
committee, which planned
to visit the area.

However, the police
placed the members of the
committee under house ar-

rest and stepped up
surveillance.
A few YSRCP leaders, who

had also planned to visit the
area, were taken into pre-
ventive custody under Sec-
tion 151 of the CrPC, said
Krishna district Superinten-
dent of Police Siddharth
Kaushal.

Naval ship rescues fishing boat crew

7 crew members were in distress off Car Nicobar amid gusting winds, heavy swell

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
VISAKHAPATNAM

The Eastern Naval Com-
mand’s INS Airawat, a Shar-
dul-class amphibious war-
fare vessel, rescued seven
crew members from a fish-
ing boat in distress off the
Car Nicobar island in the An-
daman area of the Bay of
Bengal late on Friday.

Based on a distress call re-
ceived from the fishing boat,
Saleth Matha II, the vessel
that was on deployment un-
der Operation Samudra Se-
tu-II, immediately proceed-
ed towards the fishing boat
at maximum speed to ren-

On alert: Police personnel checking vehicles at
Ibrahimpatnam, near Vijayawada, on Saturday. =v.rasu

The police deployed forc-
es at Kondapalli, Ibrahimpat-
nam, Mylavaram and Golla-
pudi in Krishna district and
in the Vijayawada Police
Commissionerate limits to
prevent the TDP team from
entering the forest area.

A few days ago, the G.

der assistance. The naval
ship, after rescuing the crew
members, towed the fishing
boat to the nearest harbour
for shelter.

Challenging task

The Port Blair-based fishing
boat with seven crew mem-
bers had been drifting since
July 29 due to a major defect
in its gearbox.

Gusting winds beyond 25
knots, heavy swell and inter-
mittent rain due to the active
southwest monsoon in the
region made the search and
rescue operation a challeng-
ing task for naval personnel.

Kondur police arrested
former Minister and senior
TDP leader Devineni Uma-
maheswara Rao when he vi-
sited the forest area.
Speaking to The Hindu,
Eluru range Deputy Inspec-
tor General K.V. Mohan Rao
said the TDP leaders had ap-

Rendering assistance: Naval personnel rescuing the crew
members from a fishing boat off the Car Nicobar Island.

Kottiyoor case:
survivor files
plea to marry
her assailant

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The survivor in the infa-
mous Kottiyoor minor rape
case in Kerala has appealed
to the Supreme Court for
permission to marry her
assailant, a defrocked
priest sentenced to 20
years’ imprisonment un-
der a penal law protecting
child victims of sexual
abuse.

She has also pleaded for
his release on bail.

She was raped as a mi-
nor. She later gave birth.
The accused had initially
tried to frame her biologi-
cal father.

The former priest, Ro-
bin Vadakkumcherry, was
tried and found guilty un-
der the Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences
Act in 2019 despite the vic-
tim turning hostile.

A Bench of Justices Vi-
neet Saran and Dinesh Ma-
heshwari is scheduled to
hear her plea seeking bail
for him on Monday.

In 2018, the Supreme
Court had expressed shock
at the alleged involvement
of priests in sex crimes in
Kerala.

A Bench of Justices A.K.
Sikri and Ashok Bhushan
(both have retired) had
voiced the court’s alarm
while hearing the Kottiyoor
case.

The Kerala government,
which was represented by
senior advocate K.N. Bala-
gopal in 2018, had argued
that the accused in the case
were influential people.
The prosecution had high-
lighted the fact that the
father of the victim was
asked to take responsibility
for committing the crime.
He had later confessed to
the police about the al-
leged involvement of Vada-
kumcherry in the rape of
the 16-year-old girl.

proached District Collector J.
Nivas, seeking permission to
visit the Kondapalli reserve
forest area.

“The Collector refused to
give permission to the TDP’s
delegation in the wake of the
prevailing COVID-19 pan-
demic. But the opposition
party planned to visit the
place illegally,” Mr. Mohan
Rao said.

Mr. Kaushal said a few
protesters had been taken
into custody and placed un-
der house surveillance at
Machilipatnam, Nuzvid, My-
lavaram, G. Kondur, Reddy-
gudem, and Nandigama.

Former Ministers Nettem
Raghuram and Kollu Ravin-
dra, former MP Konakalla
Narayana Rao, former MLAs
Sriram Rajagopal and Tangi-
rala Sowmya were kept un-
der house arrest. About 20
others were kept under
house surveillance, he
added.
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Maharashtra sees 225 deaths,
6,959 cases, 7467 recoveries

Mumbai records 345 new infections and nine deaths

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

Maharashtra on Saturday re-
ported 225 fresh COVID-19
deaths and 6,959 cases,
while 7,467 patients reco-
vered, a health official said.
The total case tally has
reached 63,03,715 and the
cumulative death toll has
touched 1,32,791. The tally of
recoveries now stands at
60,90,786, leaving the State
with 76,755 active cases.
Sixty-one deaths were re-
ported from Kolhapur and
Aurangabad regions, fol-
lowed by 35 fatalities from
the Nashik region. Pune re-
gion reported 27 fatalities,
Mumbai region 22, Latur
and Akola six each, while
Nagpur region reported se-
ven. The case recovery rate
now stands at 96.62%, while
the fatality rate is 2.01%.
Mumbai witnessed 345
new cases and nine deaths,
while Pune city added 297
infections and four fatalities.
With 2,06,747 new tests, the

Frontline warriors: Nurses receive COVID-19 vaccine at a
nursing training college in Thane. =e1i

total number of samples
tested so far in Maharashtra
climbed to 4,79,67,609.

Parbhani municipal cor-
poration did not report a sin-
gle case during the day. The
Pune region reported the
highest new cases in the day
at 2,386, followed by 1,863 in
the Kolhapur region.

Of other divisions, the
Nashik region reported 1,130

fresh cases, Mumbai region
982, Latur region 412, Au-
rangabad region 102, Nag-
pur region 52, and Akola re-
gion 32. Among 76,755 active
patients in Maharashtra,
Pune district has the highest
such cases at 15,674.

Of the 60,90,786 reco-
vered patients in the State,
the highest —10,54,961 — are
from the Pune district.

Police hold flag march in Jaipur

Tension over removal of saffron flag atop Ambagarh Fort

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAIPUR
The police here on Saturday
held a flag march amid ten-
sions over the removal of a
saffron flag atop the Amba-
garh Fort, which has a tem-
ple visited by the members
of the Meena community.
The community members
had removed the flag a few
days ago, accusing right-
wing Hindu groups of tam-
pering with their culture.
The flag march comes a
day after the police booked
Sudarshan TV editor-in-

chief Suresh Chavhanke for

allegedly hurting the senti-
ments of the community
and saying that he will visit
the fort on August 1 to unfurl
a saffron flag. Police sources
said Mr. Chavhanke had said
this on social media. The FIR
against him was lodged by
Girraj Meena, the head of
the Surajpol unit of the Ra-
jasthan Adivasi Meena Seva
Sangh.

Mr. Meena alleged that
Mr. Chavhanke abused the
community on his channel.

“No one will be allowed to
disturb harmony, and law
and order in the area,”

Adarsh Nagar ACP Neel Ka-
mal, adding that the security
has been tightened and a
flag march was held in the
area where the fort is locat-
ed besides parts of Galta and
Transport Nagar.

The tension had escalated
between the Meenas and
Hindu outfits after a saffron
flag atop it was removed and
torn by the members of the
community in the presence
of MLA Ramkesh Meena.

Cross FIRs were lodged at
the Transport Nagar police
station on July 22 in this
regard.

Vyapam scam:
two jailed for
rigging exam

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BHOPAL

A special CBI court on Sa-
turday sentenced two peo-
ple to seven years’ impri-
sonment for rigging a 2013
police recruitment test
conducted by the Madhya

Ex-minister passes away

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PUNE/MUMBAI

Ganpatrao Deshmukh, the
longest-serving MLA of Mah-
arashtra and a senior leader
of the Peasants and Workers
Party, died in a private hos-
pital in Solapur on Friday,
evening, said family
sources.

tal and died due to old age-
related ailments. He repre-
sented Sangola in the As-
sembly for 11 terms since
1962 and served as an MLA
for 54 yearssaid his grand-
son Aniket Deshmukh.
Deshmukh also served as
a minister in the Sharad Pa-
war government in 1978 and

Deshmukh was in hospi- again in 1999.

Pradesh Professional Ex-
amination Board, better
known as Vyapam.

Judge Nitiraj Singh Siso-
dia also fined Omprakash
Tyagi and Satish Jatav
10,000 each, CBI special
prosecutor Satish Dinkar
said.

As per the prosecution,
candidate Tyagi paid Jatav
%1.25 lakh to clear the test
and the latter hired one
Prakhar Trivedi to write
the test using forged admis-
sion card and other docu-
ments. Trivedi, incidental-
ly, died in a car crash
during the course of the
trial, Mr. Dinkar said.

Tyagi and Jatav were
convicted under various
sections of the IPC and pro-
visions of the Madhya Pra-
desh Examination Recogni-
tion Act, he said.

I= WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY

Open E-Tender Notice No. EL/TRD/
50/NIT, Dated 29.07.2021

The Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer
(Traction Distribution) West Central
Railway, Kota for and on behalf of
President of India invites E-tender for
following work. (1) Name of Work:
Tender No. EL/TRD/50/04 (2021-22).
Provision of additional wire arrangement
for preventing damage to Live OHE at 24
LC gates of Kota Division. (2)
Approximate cost: ¥ 57,80,306/- (3)
Date & Time of closing: 25.08.2021-
15:30 hrs (4) Official Website &
Address: http://www.ireps.gov.in/
Address:- Senior Divisional Electrical
Engineer/ Traction Distribution, 1st
Floor, DRM Office, West Central
Railway, Kota-324002. The offer will be
accepted only through E- tendering on
website http://www.ireps.gov.in. The
bidder should have class Il Digital
signature certificate and must be
registered on IREPS Portal. No tender is
accepted manually. Please read tender
terms and condition before tendering.
Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer
(Traction Distribution)
West Central Railway, Kota

TO ENJOY LIFE, ENSURE LIFE’S SAFETY!
GET VACCINATED TODAY.

WESTERN RAILWAY

NORTH & WEST

JASTHAN RAJYA VIDYUT UTPADAN NIGAM LIMITED
CIN- U40102RJ2000SGC016484 (A Govt. of Rajasthan Undertaking)

CHHABRA SUPERCRITICAL THERMAL POWER PROJECT, CHHABRA
E-TENDER NOTICE : TN-56(RVU2122WLOB00672)

Online e-tenders are invited for “Annual contract for the Work of complete
operation, maintenance and housekeeping of Coal Handling Plant, including
wagon unloading, operation & maintenance of heavy machineries and other
equipment’s, Electrical & C&I works, of CHP area and other related works as
specified in the scope of work for 2x660 MW Units, Unit-5&6 of CSCTPP,
Chhabra”. Tender details are available on websites http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in
(for e-tender), www.energy.rajasthan.gov.in/rvunl &
WWww.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in

ro1iare /¥ /21 /4130 RVUN/PR-3548 Addl. Chief Engineer (CSCTPP)

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed
that one unidentified dead body of
male Namely: Unknown, S/o:
Unknown, R/o: Unknown, Age: 30
years, Height: 5'5”, Wearing: |
Black Trouser who was found
dead in front of H.No. F-229 Main ’
Mangal Bazar Road, Laxmi Nagar,
Delhion 24.07.2021. In this regard
a case DD No. 10A dated
24.07.2021 has been registered at P.S. Laxmi Nagar,

Any person having any information or clue about the
above deceased may kindly inform to the
undersigned on the following address or telephone

Sd/- SHO
P. S: Laxmi Nagar, Delhi

DP/619/ED/2019 Tel. No.: 011-2254 2992

Like us on : 3 facebook.com/WesternRly | Follow us on : Etwitter.comWesternRly
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E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE
No.S/29/2021 Date 28.07.2021
S.N. | Short Description of item Quantity | T.O.D.
792 | Capacitor 0.47 MFD 1500 Nos | 03.08.2021
793 | High Power 3W LED based Tri 3000 Nos | 12.08.2021 ;
Color Torch Delhi.
794 | Non Flammable Solvent Based 35206 Ltr | 13.08.2021
Adhesive Con
795 | Secondary Vertical Damper 154 Nos 16.08.2021
796 | Secondary Lateral Damper 250 Nos 16.08.2021
797 | IOH Maintenance Kit 45 Set 17.08.2021 nos.
798 | Pressure Sensor 18 Nos 18.08.2021
799 | Pressure Sensor Converter Oil 9 Nos 19.08.2021
800 | Hydraulically Regulated Door 4128 Nos | 20.08.2021
Closer
801 | Polymer Water Hose 10159 Mtr | 20.08.2021
802 | Amalgamated Transformer 20 Nos 20.08.2021
Rectifier Unit
803 | Foot Step complete 896 Nos 20.08.2021
804 | Channel Formed 700 Nos 20.08.2021
805 | Set of Prevailing Torque 1869 Set | 20.08.2021
806 | Set of Wiper Arm Complete 207 Set 20.08.2021
807 | Lateral Damper 100 Kg 222 Nos 21.08.2021
808 | Hermetically Sealed Compressor | 20 Nos 23.08.2021
809 | Led Signal Lighting Unit Route 4054 Nos | 23.08.2021
(2888), Shunt (706), Calling
On (460)
810 | Maintenance Kit - 01 for Earthing | 1032 Set | 23.08.2021
Equipment
811 | Door Chainless Cotter Rivet 1000 Nos. | 23.08.2021
812 | Filling Pipe Jointing 4235 Nos | 24.08.2021
813 | Empty Tie Rod 100 Nos 25.08.2021
814 | Aluminum Sheet 11196 Kg | 26.08.2021
815 | Maintenance Kit - 03 for Earthing | 1178 Set 26.08.2021
Equipment
816 | Valve Regulated (Sealed) Lead 1978 Nos | 30.08.2021
Acid Battery, 2V/200AH
817 | Roof Sealing Rubber 563 Nos 03.09.2021
818 | SET OF Labyrinth Ring Bearing | 37 Set 03.09.2021
Cap
819 | Overhauling Kit for Pantograph 66 Set 06.09.2021
Please visit www.ireps.gov.in. Please read Qty as 2467 Nos
instead of 3028 Nos. at Sr.No.783 (LMLA, Low Maintenance Lead
Acid Secondary cells, 2V, 300AH.) of Tender Notice No.S/28/2021 01.00PM.
Dt. 21.07.2021. Corrigendums: Corrigendums issued to following
Tenders: Sr.No.702 (3 phase 440 V 10 KVA Silent Diesel generating
set) of Tender Notice No. S/26/2021 Dt. 07/07/21 due on 23.07.2021
postponed to 10.08.2021. Regarding detailed notice EMD, Purchase
restrictions and detailed tender conditions, please visit website
www.ireps.gov.in and www.wr.indianrailways.gov.in
0315 For Principal Chief Materials Manager

Chief Engineer, Uttarakhand Rural Roads Development Agency

‘ First Floor, Directorate of Panchayatiraj, opp. IT-Park, Sahastradhara Road, Dehradun
Ref. No. 1028/11-02 (xix)/ITCO/URRDA/21 Dated: 29.07.2021

PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA (PMGSY)
e-Procurement Notice - 01/2021-22

The Chief Engineer, URRDA on behalf of Governor of Uttarakhand invites
the item rate bids in electronic tendering system for construction of Roads
under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana in the Districts of Almora,
Bageshwar, Chamoli, Pithoragarh, Tehri & Uttarkashi for 08 number of

Packages with estimated cost totaling to Rs. 38.66 Crore including their
maintenance for five years from the eligible contractors registered with
PWD/CPWD or equivalent*.

Date of release of Invitation for Bids through e-procurement: 02-08-2021.
Availability of Bid Documents and mode of submission: The bid
documents are available online and should be submitted online in
www.pmgsytendersuk.gov.in. The bidder would be required to register in
the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of the bids, the bidder is
required to have Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the
authorized Certifying Authorities.

The bidders are required to submit original affidavit regarding correctness
of Information furnished with bid document as per provisions of Clause 4.4
B (ii) of ITB with concern CIRCLE OFFICES, mentioned in SBD/MBD on a
date not later than three working days after the opening of technical
qualification part of the bid, either by registered post or by hand, failing
which the bids shall be declared non-responsive. No physical documents
will be accepted after the closing date and time of submission of bids.

Last date/Time for receipt of bids through E-procurement 17.08.2021,

For further details please log on to www.pmgsytendersuk.gov.in
Chief Engineer

URRDA, Dehradun
*Non Registered bidders may submit bids, however, the successful bidders
must get registered in appropriate class with appropriate authorities
before signing the contract.
Note: For e-Procurement for any sort of queries 0135-2608125 number may
be contacted 10.00 AM to 05.00 PM.
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Centre urges curbsin 46
high positivity districts

The fourth national level se-
ro-prevalence survey —
whose headline results were
announced last week re-
vealed that nearly 40 crore
Indians lacked antibodies to
the virus and were particu-
larly vulnerable .

Dr. Bhargava advised the
States to ramp up vaccina-
tion in the 60+ and 45-60
age categories as nearly 80%
of the mortality was from
these vulnerable
age-groups.

India’s active case load
stood at 4,08,920, which
constituted about 1.29% of
the country’s total positive
cases.

On Saturday evening, In-
dia reported that it had ad-
ministered 46.1 crore doses
since the beginning of the
vaccination drive in January.

This is nearly five crore
doses short of what the
Centre, in June, told the Su-
preme Court it would have
covered the end of July.

Assam CM wants neutral
probe into border clash

Responding to the develop-
ment, Mr. Sarma, in a series
of tweets, said: “Will be very
happy to join in any investi-
gation... But why is the case
not being handed over to a
neutral agency, especially
when the place of occur-
rence is well within the con-
stitutional territory of As-
sam.”

The four police officials
named in the FIR are IGP
Anurag Agarwal, Cachar
DIG Debojyoti Mukherjee,
Cachar SP Vaibhav Chandra-
kant Nimbalkar and Officer
in Charge of the Dholai pol-
ice station Sahabuddin.

Cachar Deputy Commis-
sioner Keerthi Jalli and DFO
Sunnydeo Choudhury have
also been booked under the
same charges. The officials
have been asked to appear

at the police station on Au-
gust 1. The Mizoram police
have also registered cases
against 200 unidentified As-
sam police personnel.

Assam Police has also is-
sued summons to six offi-
cials from Mizoram, includ-
ing Deputy Commissioner
of Kolasib district H. Lalth-
langliana and Superinten-
dent of Police Vanlalfaka
Ralte, and ordered them to
appear at the Dholai police
station on August 2. Other
officials posted in Kolasib
district who have been sum-
moned are Additional SP
David ].B., Vairengte Sub-Di-
visional Officer (Civil) C. Lal-
rempuia, Ist India Reserve
Battalion Additional SP
Bruce Kibby and Vairengte
Sub-divisional Police Officer
Thartea Hrangchal.

BJP MP Babul Supriyo
says he will quit politics

Mr. Supriyo had unsucess-
fully contested the West
Bengal Assembly election
earlier this year from Tolly-
gunj in south Kolkata. He
lost to Trinamool Congress
leader and Minister Aroop
Biswas by a margin of about
50,000 votes.

The MP went on to com-
pare the situation in 2014
with 2019, and said that he
had been the only BJP MP
from West Bengal in 2014,
and that the MP from Dar-
jeeling, S.S. Ahluwalia, had
won the Lok Sabha polls be-
cause of support from the
Gorkha Janamukti Morcha.

2 Lok Sabha MPs

The BJP had two Lok Sabha
MPs from the State in 2014
and the number rose to 18 in
2019.

Mr. Supriyo also spoke of
his differences and “dis-
agreements with the State
leadership on some issues”
though he did not name
anyone. The differences bet-
ween him and State BJP pre-
sident Dilip Ghosh have
been publicly known on sev-
eral occasions. Mr. Ghosh
had objected when Mr. Su-
priyo took to social media to

announce that he has been
asked to step down as a Mi-
nister. Asked about the de-
velopment, the State BJP
president said that he had
not received any written re-
signation from Mr. Surpriyo
and would not react to
“posts on social media”.

The development comes
as a major embarrassment
to the BJP, which is battling
dissent and defection after
the party suffered a humi-
liating defeat in the Assemb-
ly polls. Mukul Roy, who
was national vice-president
of the BJP, joined the TMC in
June 2021, a month after the
Assembly polls. A few weeks
ago, another BJP MP, Saumi-
tra Khan, announced his de-
cision to step down as presi-
dent of the BJP Yuva Morcha
but later withdrew his
resignation.

While certain TMC lead-
ers like MP Saugata Roy said
that Mr. Supriyo was upset
on being dropped as a Mi-
nister, party spokesperson
Kunal Ghosh described the
developments concerning
Mr. Supriyo as “drama by re-
signing on fakebook” and a
“desperate attempt to at-
tract attention”.

Pulwama mastermind
killed in encounter

A joint search operation was
launched in the forest area
of Namibian and Marsar,
part of the Dachigam Na-
tional Park, a forest range
straddling Srinagar and Pul-
wama.

“Lamboo also stayed with
JeM’s Adil Dar, who carried
out the Pulwama attack in
2019,” IGP Kumar said.

“He figured in the last vi-
deo of Dar that went viral,”
he added.

The police said Lamboo
visited several training
camps of the JeM in Afghan-
istan and Pakistan.

“Out of 19 accused terro-
rists and supporters in-
volved in the Pulwama at-
tack, seven, including Adil
Dar, Mudasir Khan, Umar
Farooq, Kamran, Qari Yasir-
,Sajjad Bhat and Lamboo
were killed in encounters.
Around seven terrorists and
over ground workers have
been arrested and five are
still absconding,” IGP Ku-
mar said.

CcM
K

Lamboo, according to the
police, was closely associat-
ed with JeM chief Azhar Ma-
sood and had infiltrated into
this side of Kashmir in the
year 2017 through Sakar-
gadh Sector. He was a 'A++'
categorized terrorist.

“Lamboo was behind the
killing of policeman Fayaz
Ahmed, his wife and
daughter in Tral, this year,”
IGP Kumar said.

Awantipora as base

The police added that Lam-
boo was trying to re-esta-
blish and strengthen the
JeM terror outfit and utilise
Awantipora, Kakapora and
Pampore areas of Pulwama,
as a hotbed for receiving
new terrorist groups and
transporting them to the
other parts for carrying out
terrorist attacks.

The security forces reco-
vered one AK rifle, one M-4
carbine, a Glock pistol and a
Chinese Pistol at the en-
counter site.

Pegasus row: CJI Bench
to hear plea on Aug. 5

Separate petitions filed by journalists, MP and lawyer

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

A Supreme Court Bench led
by Chief Justice of India N.V.
Ramana will on August 5
hear a petition filed by se-
nior journalists N. Ram and
Sashi Kumar for an indepen-
dent probe headed by a
former or sitting top court
judge into the mass surveil-
lance of over 142 potential
“targets”, including journal-
ists, lawyers, ministers, Op-
position politicians, consti-
tutional functionaries and
civil society activists, using
military-grade Israeli spy-
ware Pegasus.

The Chief Justice will have
Justice Surya Kant accompa-
nying him on the Bench.

The Supreme Court cau-
selist for August 5, released
on Saturday, showed the pe-
tition filed by Mr. Ram and
Mr. Kumar listed along with
separate petitions on the
same issue filed by Rajya
Sabha MP John Brittas and
Supreme Court advocate
M.L. Sharma.

The senior journalists’ pe-
tition was mentioned by se-
nior advocate Kapil Sibal be-
fore a Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India N.V. Ra-
mana on Friday. The CJI had
agreed to list the case next
week.

Mr. Sibal had pleaded ur-
gency in hearing as the peti-
tion concerned issues affect-
ing the fundamental rights,
civil liberties of citizens and
even national security. He
said the issue was making
waves not only in India but
globally.

“Such mass surveillance
using a military-grade spy-
ware abridges several funda-
mental rights and appears to

INTERVIEW | JAIRAM RAMESH

‘Only PM or HM can clarify on Pegasus scandal

Seeking a reply from the new IT Minister is a macabre joke since he was himself a target of surveillance, says Congress MP

SOBHANA K. NAIR

The Parliament has failed to function effectively for nine con-
secutive days as the Opposition wants a debate on the Pegasus
spyware controversy, with a reply from Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi or Home Minister Amit Shah. Underlining the
lack of intent from the Centre to address many key issues such
as price rise and the farmers’ agitation apart from the snoop-
ing scandal, Congress’ Chief Whip in the Rajya Sabha Jairam
Ramesh says passing Bills in the din is a complete mockery

and an insult to the people.

The Parliament has not
functioned properly for
nine consecutive days.
Barring a debate on the
COVID pandemic, the Rajya
Sabha has not seen any
other significant
deliberation. Will this
continue next week too?

m The demand of all Opposi-
tion parties is first and fore-
most a discussion on Pegasus
with a reply from Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah. This is be-
cause snooping and surveil-
lance have grave
implications not only for the

Man held for
sexual abuse
of children

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A coordinated effort by in-
vestigative agencies world-
wide recently resulted in
the arrest of a person in
Goa by the Central Bureau
of Investigation for the al-
leged sexual abuse of chil-
dren. The CBI has so far
identified 27 victims.

The images and videos,
through which the offen-
der and the victims were
identified, were originally
uncovered in Belgium and
uploaded to Interpol’s In-
ternational Child Sexual
Exploitation database by
Europol. It also enabled
the Australian officials to
provide additional intelli-
gence.

The accused, an Indian
national, was involved in
the sexual abuse of chil-
dren in Goa and Maharash-
tra. He would record the
acts on his mobile phones,
digital camera and other
electronic devices.

The photographs and vi-
deo clips were shared with
others through the Inter-
net and sold via the dark
web.

The agency alleged that
the person was in touch
with other paedophiles
overseas via social net-
working websites. The In-
terpol victim identification
task force spent two weeks
in July analysing material
selected by the Interpol’s
crimes against children un-
it and its efforts resulted in
the identification of 130
abuse locations.

constitutional rights of citi-
zens but also for national se-
curity. The government says
we can seek clarifications
from the new IT Minister.
This is a macabre joke since
the new IT Minister was him-
self the target of Pegasus
snooping and surveillance.

Opposition parties have said
that Pegasus is the key
priority. Aren’t other issues
like high fuel prices, the
nine-month-long farmers’
protests equally important?

m Of course they are! I myself

represent an attempt to infil-
trate, attack and destabilise
independent institutions
that act as critical pillars of
our democratic set-up,” the
petition has said.

It has sought a full disclo-
sure from the government
on whether it had author-
ised the snooping, which
seems be an attempt to muz-
zle free speech and to chill
dissent. The government,
the petition said, had still
not given a straight answer
to whether the illegal hack
was done with its blessings.

The journalists have con-
tended that spying has
caused serious dents on the
rights to free speech and pri-
vacy. It has no legal basis. In
fact, the legal regime for sur-
veillance under Section 5(2)
of the Telegraph Act seems
to have been completely by-
passed. Civilians have be-
come targets.

The Pegasus software is
manufactured by Israeli cyb-
er-arms firm NSO Group
Technologies Limited.

have given notices on both
the current economic situa-
tion and the ongoing farm-
ers’ protests on July 23 be-
fore the Pegasus episode
unfolded. A number of my
colleagues and also friends
in the Opposition have sub-
mitted similar notices. We
haven’t heard anything from
the Chairman on them.

Has the government made
any attempt to reach out to
the Opposition to break the
logjam?

m No. Gatecrashing into
meetings of Opposition par-
ties and inviting Opposition
leaders for tea as a throwa-
way line in conversation as
Piyush Goyal (Leader of
House in Rajya Sabha) and
Pralhad Joshi (Parliamentary
Affairs Minister) have done
shows complete lack of se-
riousness on the govern-
ment’s part. We are waiting
for Rajnath Singh to call all

Sensitive zone: India and China retreated from the banks of
the Pangong Tso in February but friction points remain. =ap

India and China hold
12th round of dialogue

Focus is on a disengagement pact

DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

India and China on Saturday
held the 12th round of Corps
Commander talks at Moldo
on the Chinese side. Details
of its outcome are not
known yet.

The talks began around
10.30 a.m. and concluded
around 7.30 p.m., a defence
official said.

The focus of the talks has
been on concluding an
agreement for disengage-
ment at Gogra and Hot
Springs as part of the overall
disengagement and de-esca-
lation in eastern Ladakh to
end the stand-off which be-
gan last year. This has been
one of the shortest rounds
of Corps Commander talks,
which have sometimes ex-
tended for more than 16
hours. A lot of time during
the talks is spent in transla-
tion, an official explained.

China had earlier suggest-
ed July 26 as a possible date

for the talks but the Indian
side had conveyed that the
day being Kargil Vijay Diwas
it would not be convenient.

While  disengagement
had been completed on
both banks of Pangong Tso
in February, other friction
points that remain to be re-
solved are Gogra and Hot
Springs, Demchok and Dep-
sang. Buffer zones were es-
tablished in some places as
part of the earlier talks
which remain in place and
the situation on the ground
remains stable, one official
said.

Another round of Major
General-level talks is also
scheduled to be held soon.

In eastern Ladakh, India
and China have two mutual-
ly agreed disputed areas —
Trig Heights and Demchok
— and 10 areas of differing
perception.

Since the stand-off last
year, five additional friction
points have emerged.

Always keep nation’s
“interest in mind: PM

Modi addresses IPS probationers

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday said the
Indian Police Service (IPS)
probationers were flag-bear-
ers of “Ek Bharat-Shreshth
Bharat” and therefore
should always keep the
mantra of “Nation First, Al-
ways First” foremost in their
minds.

Mr. Modi addressed the
IPS probationers at Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel National
Police Academy via video
conferencing. He also inte-
racted with the probation-
ers during the event. Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
and Minister of State
(Home) Nityanand Rai were
present on the occasion.

The Prime Minister told
the probationers that they
should keep the national in-
terest and perspective in
mind while taking decisions
at the field level. He said
they were entering the ser-
vice when the country was
undergoing transformation
at every level. The police
needed to be ready with

We haven’t heard
anything from the
Chairman on notices
given over the
farmers’ protests
and price rise

C

floor leaders in both Houses
for a discussion.

When IT Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw rose to give a
statement in the Rajya
Sabha on Pegasus,
Trinamool Congress MP
Shantanu Sen snatched and

Cong. accuses
Centre of
hypocrisy

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Congress charged on
Saturday that the Central
government had failed in
handling the interstate bor-
der dispute between As-
sam and Mizoram that led
to fatal clashes earlier this
week.

At a press conference,
Congress  spokesperson
Abhishek Singhvi said this
was not a new issue and
past governments have al-
so faced it, but there had
never been a situation
where Central forces need-
ed to be deployed on the
interstate border.

“How could it reach a
stage where people are
shooting  bullets?” he
asked. Had such a situation
arisen in non-BJP-ruled
states, the saffron party
would have demanded the
deployment of Army and
the imposition of Presi-
dent’s Rule, he claimed, ac-

“double-standards”.
“Lives are being lost and

homilies and preaching is

happening, just because,

there are at least one of :

them is a full BJP govern-
ment,” he said. “I think,
these are hypocritical dou-
ble standards, which need
to be exposed and it also
reflects the complete fai-
lure of the Central govern-
ment,” he added.

There have been clashes
between the police forces
of Assam and Mizoram and
six policepersons from As-
sam have died.

(9 Efforts are being

made to increase
the participation of
women officers in
the force

NARENDRA MODI
Prime Minister

more innovative methods to
prevent new types of crime
in the times of technological
disruptions, said the Prime
Minister.

Stating that people ex-
pected a certain degree of
conduct from them, Mr. Mo-
di asked the probationers to
be always mindful of the dig-
nity of their service, even
outside office.

He said efforts were being
made to increase the partici-
pation of women officers in
the force, expressing hope
that they would infuse high-
est standards of efficiency,
accountability and would al-
so bring in elements of po-
liteness, ease and sensitivi-
ty. Mr. Modi also paid
homage to the members of
the police force who lost
their life while serving dur-
ing the pandemic.

tore his papers. That day the
Opposition could have
sought clarifications on Mr.
Vaishnaw’s statement.
Didn’t you let go of that
opportunity?

m The House has to be in or-
der to be able to seek clarifi-
cations. In fact after the IT
Minister read out his mea-
ningless statement, the
Chairman [Venkaiah Naidu]
was moving on to the next
item of business when I got
up and asked what about
clarifications, which is our
legitimate right. But I raised
it only as a matter of proce-
dure. The truth of the matter
is that neither the old nor the
new IT Minister is the right
person to answer the ques-
tions that the nation is ask-
ing. Only the PM or HM are in
a position to respond to
these questions. There is no
room for a third person in
this one-man show, two-man
army government.

SN. Ghormade
takes charge as
Navy vice-chief

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Vice-Admiral S.N. Ghor-
made on Saturday as-
sumed charge as the Vice-
Chief of Naval Staff from
Vice-Admiral G. Ashok Ku-
mar, who retired after 39
years of service.

Vice-Admiral Ghormade
was commissioned on Ja-
nuary 1, 1984, and is a navi-
gation and direction spe-
cialist, according to a Navy
statement. He was award-
ed the Ati Vishisht Seva Me-
dal in 2017 and the Nause-
na Medal in 2007.

During Vice-Admiral Ku-
mar’s tenure, the Navy saw
an increase in budget allo-
cation with 100% utilisa-
tion of allocated budget
with impetus on capital ac-
quisition, the release said.

The government may curtail
the session. So far four Bills
have been passed in the
Rajya Sabha in the din
without any substantial
debate. In the Lok Sabha,
too, we see a similar
situation. Your comments?

m It is abundantly clear that a
combined and forceful Op-
position has cornered the go-
vernment on the Pegasus is-
sue. The government wants
no discussion whatsoever on
this subject. Hence its
threats to adjourn Parlia-
ment. Passing Bills in the din
is a complete mockery and
an insult to the people of our
country. Pegasus is an issue
that affects each and every
Indian and undermines our
democracy. Farmers issues,
issues relating to the econo-
my, prices of essential com-
modities are also of para-
mount importance and we
have been agitating in Parlia-
ment on them as well.

Akali Dal MP Harsimrat Kaur Badal with the delegation that
met the President on Saturday. =saNDEEP SAXENA

Oppn. meets President
on behalf of farmers

It also seeks debate on Pegasus scandal

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A delegation of the Shiroma-
ni Akali Dal (SAD), the Na-
tionalist Congress Party and
the National Conference
met President Ram Nath Ko-
vind on Saturday and urged
him to direct the Narendra
Modi government to set up a

Joint Parliamentary Com-
cusing the ruling party of :

mittee on the death of hun-
dreds of farmers in the nine-
month long  agitation
against the three controver-
sial farm laws. The delega-
tion also demanded a de-
bate on the Pegasus
cyberattack.

The delegation handed
over the memorandum
which was also signed by
the BSP, the Shiv Sena, the
CPI, the CPI(M) and the
Rashtriya Loktantrik Party.
The Congress is not a signa-
tory to it.

After meeting the Presi-
dent, SAD leader Harsimrat
Kaur Badal said the entire

This pdf was orlglnamlploaded to Brills Express OfflClaI (https://t.me/The. Hindu_Express) before anyone else. Don't forget to join backup channel @The’inOO

Opposition has been de-
manding the government
for the last two weeks to al-
low them to speak in Parlia-
ment on issues concerning
people. Ms. Badal was ac-
companied by Ritesh Pan-
dey of the BSP, Mohammed
Faizal of the NCP and Has-
nain Masoodi of the N.C.

“We have come here to
tell the President that de-
mocracy and democratic
traditions are under threat
and the voice of parliamen-
tarians is being crushed in-
side Parliament too. This is a
big loss for democracy. As
the custodian and con-
science keeper of the coun-
try, he should put pressure
on the government to listen
to the people’s issues and al-
low Parliament to function,”
the former Union Minister
told reporters.

Ms. Badal said more than
500 farmers have so far died
in the agitation while the go-
vernment is living in denial.
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Sri Lanka seeks to reset relations with India

Colombo to send High Commissioner to New Delhi; to pitch for investment, trade and connectivity, and religious exchanges

SUHASINI HAIDAR
MEERA SRINIVASAN
NEW DELHI/COLOMBO

After months of strain over a
number of issues, including
the cancelled port project in
Colombo, Sri Lanka is pre-
paring to send its High Com-
missioner-designate to New
Delhi, along with a “road
map” to restore ties that in-
cludes resolving fishermen’s
issues, building connectivity,
trade and investment, as
well as promoting religious
links, Buddhist exchanges
and handing over a sacred
“Sita temple stone” from Sri
Lanka for the proposed Ram
temple in Ayodhya.

According to a formal pro-
posal presented to Sri Lan-
kan President Gotabaya Raja-
paksa, which The Hindu has
seen, the road map will help
bridge the “growing trust
deficit”.

In February, the Narendra
Modi government expressed
its unhappiness over Sri Lan-
ka’s decision to scrap the
East Container Terminal pro-
ject signed in 2019, amid oth-
er signs that China was gain-
ing the upper hand in
infrastructure deals in the
country. The Rajapaksa go-
vernment has been disap-

pointed over the lack of
movement on the requests it
made to India for assistance,
including a debt repayment
waiver for three years and a
separate currency swap for
$1 billion to help with eco-
nomic crisis, which were
made by President Gotabaya
and Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa to Mr. Modi.

“In recent years, the Indo-
Sri Lanka bilateral relation-
ship has been increasingly
dominated by a transactional
approach. This is a conse-
quence of the changes in the
geo-political equilibrium in
the region, that have result-
ed in a growing trust deficit,”
says the document prepared
by a team led by new High
Commissioner- to-be Milinda
Moragoda, Deputy High
Commissioner Niluka Kadu-
rugamuwa and top diplo-
mats at missions in Delhi,
Chennai and Mumbai.

The reset in ties is expect-
ed to be marked by the arriv-
al of Mr. Moragoda, a former
Cabinet Minister, in mid-Au-
gust.

His predecessor, High
Commissioner Austin Fer-
nando, completed his term
and returned to Colombo on
January 11, 2020, which

Karnataka puts RT-PCR
clause on Kerala travellers

Passengers
arriving from
Maharasthra too
must show proof

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

With Kerala and Maharash-
tra seeing a surge in CO-
VID-19 cases, Karnataka has
made a negative RT-PCR cer-
tificate mandatory for all ar-
rivals from the two States.
The certificate should not
be older than 72 hours, ir-
respective of vaccination
status.

Additional Chief Secre-
tary (Health and Family Wel-
fare) Jawaid Akhtar issued a
circular in this regard on Ju-
ly 31.

“The negative certificate
is mandatory for all the pas-
sengers coming to Karnata-
ka by flight, bus, train and
personal transport. This is
applicable for all flights orig-
inating in Kerala and Maha-
rashtra. Airlines should is-
sue boarding passes only to

SCraps CBI
for delay in
filing appeal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has di-
rected the CBI to take ne-
cessary administrative
steps to ensure no delay in
filing of appeals, and said
an IT-based monitoring

mechanism should be
adopted to facilitate prop-
er supervision.

Noting that there was a
delay of 647 days in filing a
petition by the probe agen-
cy against a Chhattisgarh
High Court order in June
2019, the top court ob-
served that the explanation
given by the CBI was “clear-
ly insufficient”. The court
dismissed on the grounds
of delay the CBI plea
against the acquittal of ac-
cused in a corruption case.

“The CBI is directed to
take all necessary adminis-
trative steps to ensure that
these kinds of delays do
not occur in future. Delays
in the part of the con-
cerned officials in moving
the appeals within the stip-
ulated period of limitation
is liable to cause grave mis-
givings on the reasons of
delay,” a Bench of Justices
D.. Chandrachud and M.R.
Shah said in its order last
week.

It said the proposition
that the delay was caused
by the onset of COVID-19
did not explain the entire
period of delay as the High
Court had delivered the
verdict in June 2019.

CcM
K

passengers carrying RT-PCR
negative certificates not ol-
der than 72 hours,” an offi-
cial circular said.

The government directed
all Deputy Commissioners
of Dakshina Kannada, Koda-
gu and Mysuru and Belaga-
vi, Vijayapura, Kalaburagi
and Bidar, to establish bor-
der check posts and deploy
staff to ensure that all vehi-
cles (driver, passengers, hel-
per, cleaner) entering Kar-
nataka are checked for
compliance.

Karnataka on Saturday
reported 1,987 new cases of
COVID-19. Of these, 450 cas-
es were from Bengaluru Ur-
ban, while numbers rose
slightly in districts border-
ing Kerala and Maharashtra.

There were 37 more
deaths and the test positivi-
ty rate (TPR) for the day was
1.43%. A Central team of the
Health Ministry despatched
to help Kerala in COVID-19
management visited Alap-
puzha and reviewed the
pandemic situation on
Saturday.

11/

Bridging the gap: A file photo of Sri Lankan President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa with Prime Minister Narendra Modi. President Ram
Nath Kovind is also seen. =sanDEEP SAXENA

ceived details of the “Inte-
grated Country Strategy” for

makes this the longest pe-
riod the position has re-

mained vacant, even though India.
Mr. Moragoda’s appointment
was announced in August ‘Speed up projects’

In its recommendations, the
paper says it is “imperative”
that Colombo speeds up the
West Container Terminal
project that Sri Lanka offered
after cancelling the ECT pro-
ject, as well as the Trincoma-
lee Oil Tank Farm and other
pending projects.

It also advocates an inter-
agency committee on trade,
investment and tourism to
reach foreign direct invest-
ment goals of $256 million
from India in 2022. While it

2020. While officials say the
COVID-19 situation and the
lack of connectivity between
India and Sri Lanka during
the second wave contributed
to the delay, no official rea-
son was given to the Indian
side who had processed the
diplomatic agreement spee-
dily at the time.

An official of the Ministry
of External Affairs welcomed
the news of the High Com-
missioner’s arrival, but said
New Delhi had not yet re-

3 days on, 19 still missing
in cloudburst-hit Kishtwar

Difficult terrain affecting rescue work

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR
Nineteen people remained
missing for the third consec-
utive day on Saturday in the
remote Honzar village in the
Kishtwar area of Chenab
Valley, where a cloudburst
wreaked havoc on the inter-
vening night of July 28 and
29, relief organisations said.
The cloudburst left seven
people dead and 17 injured.
“We reached Honzar on
Thursday morning. Eight
houses were completely bu-
ried and 19 locals are still
missing,” Syed Imran, a vo-
lunteer with the Ababeel, an

Rescue workers searching
for survivors at Honzar in
Kishtwar district. spTi

“The topography and in-
accessibility of the area is al-
so making it hard to carry
relief and other material to
the village. It’s five to six km

sets a goal for Sri Lankan ex-
ports to India of about $675
million in 2022, it points out
that export prospects pre-
sently suffer due to “increas-
ing protectionism [in India],
limited market access, a chal-
lenging and unpredictable
regulatory environment as
well as the Make in India In-
itiative, which prioritises lo-
cal business and sourcing of
local raw materials and pro-
ducts over imports”.

The strategy is silent on
the Economic and Technolo-
gy Cooperation Agreement,
negotiations for which ap-
pear deadlocked.

In his letter to President
Gotabaya introducing the
paper, Mr. Moragoda out-
lines plans for the next two
years of his tenure in New
Delhi, including high-level vi-
sits between both capitals.
Putting a special emphasis
on the role of Buddhism,
which he calls the “most pre-
cious gift that India has bes-
towed upon [Sri Lanka]”
from the time of Emperor
Ashoka, he says the two
countries are bound by geog-
raphy, economics, culture,
history and democratic va-
lues. “Against this backdrop,
any setbacks to our relation-

Assam and Nagaland sign deal

ship however intractable
they may appear to be at any
given point in time, can only
be temporary,” Mr. Morago-
da adds.

The strategy paper advis-
es promoting exchanges of
Buddhist and Hindu scholars
as well as Sri Lankan Catholic
pilgrims to the “Velankanni
trail” in Tamil Nadu. In par-
ticular, it speaks of handing
over a sacred stone from the
Sita Amman temple in Sri
Lanka for the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya.

Among the problems the
paper seeks to address is the
conflict in the Palk Bay,
where Sri Lankan fishermen
object to Indians using bot-
tom trawlers and fishing ille-
gally along their coast, which
often leads to arrests of the
Indians. Indian fishermen
accuse the Sri Lankan Navy
of attacking and killing them.

The paper suggests that
top Sri Lankan diplomats en-
gage directly with the go-
vernment and fisheries asso-
ciations in Tamil Nadu. It
also advises engaging with
the MEA, the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment and the UNHCR to
encourage and facilitate the
return of about 1 lakh Sri
Lankan refugees from India.

One arrested as NIA
raids 15 places in J&K

Searches were related to IED seizure

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Saturday
carried out searches at 15 lo-
cations in Jammu and Kash-
mir and arrested one person
in connection with cases re-
lated to the Lashkar-e-Mus-
tafa (LeM) outfit and the re-
covery of an Improvised
Explosive Device (IED) in
Jammu in June.

An NIA spokesman said
its officials, along with the
J&K police and the CRPF,
conducted searches at nine
locations in Shopian, Anant-
nag and Jammu in the case
relating to the conspiracy by
the LeM, working at the
behest of the
Jaish-e-Mohammed.

“Many digital devices, in-
cluding mobile phones,
hard disks, memory cards,
pen drives, laptops and ma-
ny booklets containing in-
criminating materials have
been recovered from the
premises of the arrested ac-
cused and the suspects in
the case,” the agency said.

The agency identified the
accused as Irfan Ahmed
Dar, son of Muhammad Ya-

to reduce tension along border

Security forces from both States to withdraw simultaneously

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DIMAPUR/ GUWAHATI

The Chief Secretaries of As-
sam and Nagaland on Satur-
day signed an agreement to
de-escalate the tense situa-
tion prevailing at two loca-
tions in the Dessoi Valley for-
est/ Tsurangkong Valley by
simultaneously withdrawing
security forces within the
next 24 hours.

The agreement was
signed following a meeting
at Dimapur between Assam
Chief Secretary Jishnu Barua
and his Nagaland counter-

Assam Education Minister
Ranoj Pegu.

Both sides agreed that in
order to maintain peace and
tranquillity in the areas
around Ao Senden village
and Vikuto village as they
are known in Nagaland and
called as Jankhona Nala / Na-
gajankha and Compartment
No. 12 respectively in Assam,
urgent and effective steps
are required for defusing the
stand-off between the secur-
ity forces of both States.

“In this regard, it is decid-
ed that the security person-

to their respective base
camps. The simultaneous
withdrawal of the security
personnel shall begin imme-
diately and shall be complet-
ed in the next 24 hours as far
as possible,” according to
the agreement.

Nagaland and Assam shall
monitor the area using
drones and satellite imagery
with a view to maintaining
the status quo. It was decid-
ed that the Superintendents
of Police of the districts of
Mokokchung (Nagaland) and
Jorhat (Assam) shall ensure

koob Dar, from Batingoo in
Anantnag. “Preliminary in-
vestigation has revealed that
he was involved in the con-
spiracy of carrying out ter-
rorist activities in collusion
with other arrested accused
persons. Further investiga-
tion continues,” the spokes-
man said.

LeT conspiracy

The NIA teams also con-
ducted searches at six loca-
tions in the Shopian and
Ramban districts in the case
related to the recovery of
five kg of IED from a Lash-
kar-e-Taiba terrorist in Bath-
indi, Jammu, on June 27 this
year.

“It was a conspiracy by
the LeT to cause explosion
in Jammu using the IED.
During the searches con-
ducted today, many digital
devices, including mobile
phones, pen drives, shells of
used bullets, CDs, plastic
face masks used during
stone pelting, memory
cards, handwritten ‘jehadi’
material, ID card of Al-Agsa
media and other incriminat-
ing materials, have been re-
covered,” the NIA said.

Two Pakistani
intruders shot
dead in Punjab

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

The Border Security Force
(BSF) shot dead two Pakis-
tani intruders along the In-
ternational Border in Fero-
zepur district of Punjab.

The BSF, in a statement
on Saturday, said the
troops detected suspicious
movement of intruders
sneaking inside Indian ter-
ritory on the night of July
30.

“The BSF troops chal-
lenged them to stop, but
the intruders did not pay
any heed to repeated warn-
ings. Subsequently, they
were fired upon by the BSF

NGO arranging relief mate-
rial for the survivors, told
The Hindu.

According to the volun-
teers of several relief organi-
sation, the rescue opera-
tions launched by the
administration with the
help of the Army and the
State Disaster Relief Force
were not able to recover any
person alive or dead.

trek on foot, which takes
four to five hours to reach
the village. At many places,
the access road is close to
the stream that swelled due
to the cloudburst,” Mr. Im-
ran said.

“We wish the government
could help the NGOs and vo-
lunteers to ferry the relief
material to the location by
chopper,” he said.

nel of both States shall si-
multaneously move back
from their present locations

part, J. Alam, in the pre-
sence of Nagaland Deputy
Chief Minister Y. Patton and

troops during which 2 in-
truders were shot down,”
the statement said.

orderly withdrawal of their
respective forces and shall
be responsible for it.

ALAGAPPA UNIVERSITY

KARAIKUDI

(A State University Established by the Government of Tamil Nadu and Recognized by UGC)

[Accredited with A+ Grade by NAAC (CGPA: 3.64)]

mentioned above.

4. Application Fee

3. Date of Examination

19.09.2021
Rs. 500/-

Alagappa University Invites applications for Pre-Ph.D. Entrance Exam
(Physical Mode) to be held on 19.09.2021 in the University Campus, Karaikudi

IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION

1. Submission of application
through ONLINE only

Opening 02.08.2021 -10.00 a.m. onwards
Closing 08.09.2021 - 05.00 p.m.

2. For further details, visit University Website www.alagappauniversity.ac.in or
Contact: 04565 —224230. University reserves the right to change anything

= 90 minutes

Karaikudi
27.07.2021

DIPR / 641/ DISPLAY / 2021

Prof. C. Sekar
Registrar i/c
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Rel No. MD/PC/APART/E-Tender/2021-22/04 Dated . 1st August, 2021
E-procurement Tender Notice

The Wesl Assam Milk Producers’ Cooperative Union Limited (WAMUL) is an

Implementing agency of World Bank Financed (APART) Project and now intends

to purchase the following items from the eligible bidder as mentionad below

Date of Publishing |Last date of Submission
Tender of Quotations

03.08 2021 03.09.2021
06.08 2021 I 06.09.2021 ]
will be published and available at

Category

1 |Liguid Nitrogen

2 |50 Ltr LN2 Container |

The details of the E-tender
www_assamtenders gov in as mentioned above. If any cormgendum is issued it
will be published in www assamienders gov.in on of before [ast date and timing
for submission of bid. No separate nofification for publication of corrigendum or
exiension of last date of submission of bid will be made lhroggh ewspaper
advertisement. Notification of any corrigendum will be intimated to respective

bidder through the cited government porial Sdi-
|_! Managing Director, WAMUL

SRI VENKATESWARA VETERINARY UNIVERSITY
Administrative Office, Dr.Y.S.R.Bhavan, TIRUPATI, A.P

TENTH (10th) CONVOCATION OF SVVU, TIRUPATI
NOTIFICATION

REFERENCE NO.SVVU-CONV/6/2021-EXAM-SVVU. DATED : 30.07.2021
The TENTH (10th) Convocation of Sri Ven} Veterinary University, Tirupati for
conferring degrees under Veterinary Science, Dairy Science & Fishery Science faculties is
heduled to be held on Saturday 28th AUGUST, 2021 at TTD’s Mahathi Auditorium,
Near Town club circle, Tirupati at 09:00 A.M. The candidates in the faculties of Veterinary,
Fishery and Dairy Science who got qualified for the award of degrees during the period from
01.01.2020 to 30.04.2021 and applied to receive Certificates / Medals IN-PERSON
are only eligible for admission into this Convocation. The Chancellor of the University and the
Hon’ble Governor of Andhra Pradesh will grace the occasion. Other Details and instructions
can be seen in the University website:www.svwu.edu.in_ Sd/- A.RAVI, REGISTRAR

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU

Bid Notice No. 12181/2020 / M
Sealed Tenders are invited by The Managing Director & Commissioner, Thanjavur City Municipal Corporation from the
Registered Contractors, E-submission is also permitted, for the following works upto 3:00 P.M. on 24.08.2021. The Tenders will
be opened by the Corporation Commissioner (or) his authorised official in the Corporation Office on the same day at 3:30 P.M. If
the office happens to be closed on the date of receipt of the Tender specified, the Tender will be opened on next working day. The
Contractor who wish to participate in the Tender may download the Tender documents through https://tntenders.gov.in by
using E. Token / Digital Signature Cards on or before 23.08.2021 up to 3:00 P.M. Any other information's may be obtained from
the Corporation. Executive Engineer, Thanjavur at the above office during office hours. The Managing Director & Corporation
Commissioner has every right to cancel/ postpone the Tender in view of Administrative reasons.

RE-TENDER NOTICE

THANJAVUR CITY MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
THANJAVUR SMART CITY LIMITED

Dated : 26.07.2021

Sl Estimate Cost | Earnest Money | Contractor
No. Name of the Work (Rs.In Crore) | (Rs.InLakhs) | Class
Redevelopment of Moat Phase II — Pacakage II
in Thanjavur City Municipal Corporation 14.20 14.20 I Class
Redevelopment of Moat Phase II — Pacakage III
21 in Thanjavur City Municipal Corporation 14.85 14.85 I Class
DIPR/2273/Tender/2021 Commissioner and Special Officer, Thanj City icipal Corp

£LI|8/ NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR EMPOWERMENT OF PERSONS
WITH MULTIPLE DISABILITIES (Divyangjan)
b (Dept. Of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan),
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, Govt. of India)

Vigpm®

OFFICE OF ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER
@ PHED, JAIPUR REGION-I, JAIPUR
Jyoti Nagar, Sahakar Marg, Jaipur-302005
Phone:0141-2740170(o) e-mail:acel.jpr.phed@rajasthan.gov.in

No.:F. /ACE/PHED/Ar.Neemkathana/2021-22/5849-66 Date: 21/07/2021
(e-NIT NO.62.63-64/2021-22)

On behalf of the Governor of Rajasthan online tenders are hereby invited from eligible
bidders for the work of (i) “RWSS of block Khandela under JUJM PHED Sub-Division
Khandela Division Neemkathana, Distt, Sikar costing Rs. 1217.36 Lacs-NIT No 62/2021-
22", (ii)'RWSS of block Ajeetgarh & Shrimadhopur under JUM Sub-Division Ajeetgarh
Division Neemkathana, Distt. Sikar costing Rs.850.04 Lacs-NIt No.63/2021-22" and
(iii)'RWSS of block Neemkathana & Patan under JJM Sub-Division Neemkathana
Division Neemkathana, Distt. Sikar costing Rs. 3880.58 Lacs-NIT No.64/2021-22"
as per criteria mentioned in the detailed NIT/tender document available on websites:
https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in & http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in. Tenders are to be submitted
online in electronic format on website https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in as per prescribed
schedule.

NIT No. NIB No. UBN No.

62/2021-22 PHE2122A2385 PHE 2122WLOB05295
63/2021-22 PHE2122A2385 PHE 2122WLOB05296
64/2021-22 PHE2122A2385 PHE 2122WLOB05297

SAVE WATER-SAVE LIFE
(Arun Srivastava)
Addl. Chief Engineer

DIPR/C/7329 PHED, Jaipur Region-l, Jaipur

N kadu, East Coast Road, Kovalam (P.0), Chennai - 603 112. Tamil Nadu - India.
Phone: 044 - 27472046, 27472113, 27472423 Mobile: 9444314716 Kiran Mental Health Rehabilitation
Helpline No: 18005990019 ~ Accredited by NAAC~ ~ 1SO 9001:2015~
Employment Notice No. 01/2021- for Regular posts
NIEPMD invites applications from eligible candidates for the following regular post.

ﬁl‘; Name of the Post No.of.Post | Group/Scale of pay Rehg?tﬂfr:;nt
. . 01 (one) Group-A/Faculty :
Associate Professor in By Direct
1 Pediatrics (Reserveg Rs.78,800 — 209200/- Recruitment
for EWS) Level -12 (7th CPC)
. . Group-A/Faculty
2 Associate Professor in - . :
Speech Pathology & Audiology 01 (one) RLsJSlB?(Z) (7t2h0(9:2P08)/ By Deputation

Employment Notice No. 05/2021- for Contractual Posts

81 Name of the Post No.of.Post Remuneration

No (Consolidated pay with no other allowances)
1 Associate Professor in Special 01 (one) 46,000/~ Per month
Education
Associate Professor in
2 Therapeutics 01 (one) 46,000/~ Per month
(*) - In case of Non availability of a suitable candidate belonging to EWS, such post could be
filled up with UR.

For detailed advertisement, essential/desirable qualifications, age limit, format of application and the
recruitment fee details etc., please visit our website: www.niepmd.tn.nic.in. The last date of receipt of
applications with fee and necessary documents is 30 days from the date of publication in employment

news. Sd/- Director

M.Tech

The springboard to your Embedded / VLSI Destination
@ Approved by AICTE @ Affiliated to Kerala Technological University

: agaits
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ADMISSION 2021-2023 BATCH

LRI visit  https:/inielit.gov.in/calicut ﬁ

National Institute of Electronics and Information Technology, Calicut
= NIT Campus PO, Calicut, Kerala 673601
For details contact: M.Tech Coordinator e-mail:mtech@calicut.nielitin
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Embedded Systems
Electronics Design Technology

Ministry of Electronics & IT
Government of India

Last date
05-08-2021

TIRUMALA TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS

TIRUPATI, CHITTOOR DIST, A.P.
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER, TTD, TIRUPATI

SAINIK SCHOOL BIJAPUR karnataks)

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

1. Tender notification on prescribed form is invited from reputed firms
for Annual Contract for Services and Bulk Supply of ltems. Last date
for submission of offline form is 25 Aug 2021. For downloading
Tender Form and more details the interested bidders may visit our
website www.ssbj.in.

2. Principal reserves the right to accept or reject tenders without

assigning any reasons thereof. _Sd/- Principal
Sainik School Bijapur

e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE
ADV No.23/D3/CE/TTD/2021-22 29/07/2021
e-tenders invited on e-procurement for Three (03) works of TTD Engineering Dept.
Estimate Download
; Schedule
Sl Amount Rs. in end date & last
No| NITNo. Name of the work ki & Timefor| Dowrioad | g oy big
completion submission
1 2 3 4 5 6
Superintending Engineer-Il
Balance improvement works| 905,00 06.08.2021 | 21.08.2021
to the Alipiri footpath from
Alipiri to GNC, Tirumala. Civil &
109/SE-II/|Renovation Works - Plastering,
1 |TTD/ Paintings, Impervious coat to 100 PM &
2021-22 |the newly constructed shelters,| 12 Months 5.00 PM 3 00 PM
improvement to the toilets along ’
the Alipiri footpath and ornamental
works to RCC columns
Superintending Engineer-lll
Supply,  erecton  and| 546.50 13.08.2021 | 31.08.2021
12/SE-IIl/ |commissioning of  safety
2 |TTD/ Equipments (Sprinklers & Fire 1.00PM
2021-22  |Detection, Alaram System etc.) to| 6 Months 5.00PM &
SVIMS Hospital Buildings, Tirupati 3.00PM
14/SE-|j)/ | Construction of Sri Venkateswara|  1740.00 10.08.2021 | 27.08.2021
3 |1TD/ Swamy Temple (Temple 100PM&
R portion) at Jammu, Jammu &| 18 Months 5.00 PM ;
2021-22 Kashmir, Union Territory 3.00 PM
Note: For full details log on to the website https://tender.apeprocurement.gov.in / or
http://lwww.apeprocurement.gov.in
Roc.No.PR4/13932/Adv.No.109/PROJ2021, Dated-31.07.2021 Sd/- Executive Officer

@CHENNAI METRO RAIL LIMITED

(A Joint Venture of Govt. of India & Govt. of Tamil Nadu)
l\h Admin Building, CMRL Depot, Poonamallee High Road,
- Koyambedu, Chennai - 600 107, India.

e-NIT No. : CMRL/RS/117/2021
e-procurement tender

CMRL invites open e-tender through e-procurement portal from reputed,
experienced, financially sound, eligible applicants, who fulfil the qualification criteria
as mentioned in the tender through National Competitive Bidding (NCB) under Single
Stage Two Envelope (Technical & Financial) system, as detailed below:
“ENGAGING OF CONSULTANT FOR DOCUMENTATION, TRAINING AND
CERTIFICATION OF ISO 9001 AND ISO 14001 MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS FOR
OPERATION & MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENTS OF CHENNAI METRO RAIL
LIMITED”.
Please refer websites www.chennaimetrorail.org or
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app for furtherinformation.

DIPR/2278/Tender/2021 DIRECTOR (SYSTEMS AND OPERATIONS)

A ND-NDE
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India all set for UNSC presidency term

Meetings to focus on maritime security,
counterterrorism and peacekeeping

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN

As it begins its month-long
presidency of the United Na-
tions  Security  Council
(UNSC), India is set to hold
high-level meetings and
briefings to bring focus to its
three priorities: maritime se-
curity, counterterrorism and
peacekeeping, said India’s
Permanent Representative
to the United Nations T.S. Ti-
rumurti in a video message
released on Twitter on
Saturday.

On August 9, India will or-
ganise a virtual Open Debate
for heads of state and go-
vernment titled, ‘Mainte-
nance of international peace
and security: Enhancing
maritime security — A case
for international coopera-
tion” according to a govern-
ment press statement. Coun-
tries will discuss
coordinations to tackle mari-
time crime and security
issues.

Increasing coordination

India will also organise a mi-
nister-level meeting titled,

IN BRIEF

Kundra involved in
producing porn: police

MUMBAI

Businessman Raj Kundra was
involved in producing and
streaming of pornographic
content, Mumbai Police told
the Bombay High Court on
Saturday. Mr. Kundra is the
husband of Bollywood actor
Shilpa Shetty.

SBI home loan processing
fee waived till August 31
HYDERABAD

State Bank of India (SBI) will
not levy processing fees on
home loans, under a limited
period offer, till August 31.
Customers seeking home
loans stood to gain from
waiver of the 0.40%
processing fees, it said.

Bhubaneswar achieves
vaccination target
BHUBANESWAR

Qdisha's capital Bhubaneswar
may have become the first
city in the country to achieve
its vaccination target. On
basis of the 2011 Census, the
municipal corporation had set
a target to administer 18 lakh
doses, which was reached on
July 30.

CPWD again defers bids’
opening for buildings

NEW DELHI

Citing "administrative
reasons” again, the CPWD has
postponed the opening of
bids for the construction and
maintenance of the first three
buildings of the proposed
Common Central Secretariat
for the fourth time. The bids
were to be opened on Friday.

SUDOKU

“Threats to international
peace and security caused
by terrorist acts” at the end
of August. It is seeking to en-
hance coordination between
the U.N. and the Financial
Action Task Force (FATF),
the money-laundering and
terror-financing watchdog as
well as address the linkages
between terror and transna-
tional crime.

Another ministerial open
debate on “United Nations
Peacekeeping Operations:
Technology and Peacekeep-
ing” will be held on August
18. India is one of the top
troop contributors to the
U.N. missions and is looking
for ways to use technology to
better protect the forces. It is
also looking at ways to ad-
dress crimes against them. It
expects to deploy a mobile
app — UNITE AWARE - that
will provide terrain informa-
tion and “improve situation-
al awareness” for peace-
keepers, Deputy Permanent
Representative K Nagaraj
Naidu told the UNSC in May,
as per a PTI report.

India had taken a “princi-

(:) India had taken a principled and forward-

looking position on various issues since its
tenure at the UNSC began in January

©

it comes together and
speaks in one voice on
avariety of important
issues of the day
T.S. TIRUMURTI

India's Permanent
Representative to the UN

pled and forward-looking
position” on various issues
since its tenure at the UNSC
began in January, Mr. Tiru-
murti said in his message.
“We have been proactive.
We have focused on issues of
our priority. We have made
efforts to bridge the different
voices within the Council to
ensure that it comes together
and speaks in one voice on a
variety of important issues
of the day,” he said.
Navigating this path has
meant that India has some-
times abstained from voting
at the Council and the larger
U.N. system, for which it has
been criticised for. For in-

We have been proactive. We
have focused on issues of our
priority. We have made efforts to

bridge the different voices within
the Council to ensure that

stance, in June, India was
one of 36 countries that ab-
stained from a General As-
sembly vote on an arms em-
bargo on Myanmar, despite
condemning the violence
and saying there can be “no
turning back” on Myanmar’s
democratic transition. India,
which shares a border with
Myanmar and exports arms
to the country, said its con-
cerns were not reflected in
the draft resolution.

Escalation in conflict

Other meetings related to in-
ternational peace and securi-
ty could be convened as
needs arise — for example if

190 lakh indemnity for woman
bedridden due to negligence

She was 14 years old when she fell ill on a school tour

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has con-
firmed nearly 390 lakh in
compensation for a woman
bedridden for 15 years after
her teachers neglected to get
her timely medical aid for a
fever she developed during a
school tour.

Akshatha was a 14-year-
old when she left for the
educational tour in Decem-
ber 2006.

The case records show
the group visited several
places in north India before
she was taken ill. Her viral
fever was later diagnosed as
Meningo Encephalitis. “The

doctors opined that had she
been given timely medical
aid and attention, she could
easily have been cured. Ulti-
mately she had to be airlifted
in an air ambulance to Ban-
galore,” a Bench led by Jus-
tice Navin Sinha said.

The court noted that she
was confined to her bed and
the illness has affected her
memory and speech with no
prospects for recovery.

Commission order

The State Consumer Redres-
sal Commission ordered the
school management to pay
her a compensation of
388,73,798. However, the

National Commission re-
duced the amount to 50 lakh
without giving any reason
whatsoever.

“Judicial discretion is not
arbitrary to be exercised
sans reason to the prejudice
of another. There is no dis-
cussion by the National
Commission or any reasons
spelt out for the formation of
this opinion by it to reduce
the compensation,” the apex
court said.

The Bench re-affirmed
the State Commission’s or-
der and held that the deci-
sion of the National Commis-
sion was “arbitrary and
unsustainable”.

there is an escalation in con-
flict. Afghanistan, along with
Israel-Palestine, Syria, Lybia
and Iraq will come up for dis-
cussion: these conflicts are
regularly discussed at the
Council. India already chairs
the Taliban Sanctions Com-
mittee and Libya Sanctions
Committee for 2021. The fu-
ture of Afghanistan and the
fallout for the region is a
priority for India, as the U.S.
and allied troops complete
their withdrawal process.

The government is keen to
showcase the fact that the
presidency coincides with its
75th Independence Day.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, External Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar and Foreign
Secretary Harsh Vardhan
Shringla are expected to
chair Security Council meet-
ings. Mr. Modi will do this
virtually, while Mr. Jaishan-
kar could possibly travel to
New York City for some of
the meetings, depending on
the schedule, which will be
known on August 1, follow-
ing the adoption of the work
programme, according to go-
vernment sources that spoke
with The Hindu.

(With inputs from Suhasi-
ni Haidar in New Delhi)

JD(U) delegation to meet PM
to seek a caste-based Census

Lalan Singh takes over as the party’s national president

SOBHANA K. NAIR
NEW DELHI

The Janata Dal (United) saw
a change in leadership with
Munger MP Rajiv Ranjan
Singh, popularly known as
Lalan Singh, taking over as
the national president, re-
placing R.C.P. Singh, who re-
cently was inducted in
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s Cabinet. At a meeting
of the party’s national exec-
utive in Delhi on Saturday,
the JD(U) took key decisions
that could put it on a colli-
sion course with its ally, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

The party’s national exec-
utive decided that a delega-
tion of MPs will meet the PM
to press for a caste-based
census, a long-standing de-
mand in Bihar.

The United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) government
in 2011 undertook a Socio-
Economic Caste Census to
get data on the caste and
economic status of every
household in the country.
The socio-economic data
from the census was made

Drum roll: JD(U) supporters
celebrating in Patna after
Lalan Singh took over. =pri

public in 2015, but the caste
data was withheld, citing
discrepancies. Despite re-
peated demands, the Centre
has refused to divulge the
data on caste.

Bihar Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar tweeted on July
24, “We believe there should
be a caste-based census. The
Bihar legislature had unani-
mously passed a resolution
to this effect in February
2019 and again in February
2020 and it was sent to the
Central Government. The
Centre should reconsider
this issue.” His stand was al-
so backed by the Rashtriya

Janata Dal (RJD). This could
become a bone of conten-
tion between the JD(U) and
its ally, the BJP, with the RJD
too jumping into the debate.

Mr. Kumar has been argu-
ing that a detailed caste en-
umeration will help the State
identify the really needy pe-
ople from among the broad
categories. The Centre pro-
vides 27% reservation to
OBCs (Other Backward
Class), whereas in Bihar,
OBCs get 12% reservation;
EBCs (Economically Back-
ward Class) 18%; and women
of Backward Classes get 3%.

The JD(U)’s resolution al-
so urges the Centre to make
public the findings of the Jus-
tice Rohini Commission con-
stituted on the sub-categori-
sation of OBCs.

The JD(U) has decided to
contest in the upcoming U.P.
Assembly elections. “Our
first priority will be to try
and negotiate a seat sharing
arrangement with the BJP,
but if that is not possible, we
will go in alone,” a senior JD
(U) leader said.

No further sentence after life term: SC

Order directing convict to spend 10 years in jail after life term is irrational, it says

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court found a
Karnataka trial court’s order
directing a convict to spend
another 10 years in jail after
he completes his life sen-
tence rather “irrational”.

The top court pondered
on what the trial judge
meant. A Bench, led by Jus-
tice U.U. Lalit, said life impri-
sonment normally means
prison till death. A human
being, like all other loving
beings, has but one life. How
is it possible for a person to
serve 10 years of jail after
life?

Justices Lalit, accompa-
nied by Justice Ajay Rastogi,
said it would have made

sense had the trial court or-
dered the prisoner to serve
the 10 years in jail before the
commencement of his life

sentence.

Once a convict is sen-
tenced to life, the prison sen-
tence for his other crimes
should be served concur-

rently. That is the law, the
top court said.

The case was an appeal
filed by convict Imran Jalal,
through senior advocate
Siddharth Dave.

Jalal was sentenced for life
in three counts and 10 years
of prison in another five
counts.

But what bothered Mr.
Dave, which led to the ap-
peal, was the trial court’s de-
cision to have Jalal serve a
decade in prison under the
Explosives Substances Act
after he completes his life
term.

“The legal position is fair-
ly well-settled that imprison-
ment for life is a sentence for
the remainder of the life of

the offender unless of course
the remaining sentence is
commuted or remitted by
the competent authority...
Any direction that requires
the offender to undergo im-
prisonment for life twice ov-
er would be anomalous and
irrational for it will disregard
the fact that humans like all
other living beings have but
one life to live,” Mr. Dave ar-
gued, quoting from the top
court’s own judgments from
the past.

The Bench agreed with
the senior lawyer’s argu-
ment on the finiteness of life,
saying, “Once the prisoner
spends his life in jail, there is
no question of his undergo-
ing any further sentence.”

Railways to deploy satellite-backed clocks to ensure uniform time

Move to sync operations comes after
investigation of 2019 accident

S. VIJAY KUMAR
CHENNAI

In a significant shift in policy,
the Indian Railways will pro-
vide Global Positioning Sys-
tem (GPS) clocks for control
offices to enable section con-
trollers coordinate with sta-
tion masters, loco pilots and
other staff directly involved
in train operations to ensure
uniformity in time.

The enhanced safety mea-
sure will replace analog
clocks and train operations
will soon be guided by satel-

2

lite supported timers known
for precision and reliability.
Section controllers will set
the time for station masters,
loco pilots and others to cor-
rect their clocks/ watches to
uniformity. The Ministry of
Railways amended relevant
provisions in the rule book to
make way for the technology
upgrade.

Cause of accident
The move follows an investi-

gation into the head-on colli-
sion of Train No. 18005 How-

Punjab schools
to reopen
tOmorrow

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
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CHANDIGARH

With COVID-19 cases drop-
ping in Punjab, the State
government on Saturday
allowed the reopening of
schools for all classes from
August 2.

“All schools are allowed
to open for all classes from
August 2, 2021. They shall
follow proper protocols to
ensure  COVID-19-appro-
priate behaviour. The de-
partment of School Educa-
tion shall issue notification
in this regard,” said a direc-
tive from the Home Depart-
ment.

Earlier, the Punjab go-
vernment had allowed
schools to reopen for stu-
dents of Classes 10 to 12
from July 26.

The guidelines added
that the district authorities
shall also continue to en-
sure strict implementation
of all directives on COVID-
appropriate behaviour, in-
cluding social distancing
and wearing of masks.

rah-Jagdalpur  Salmeswari
Express in East Coast Rail-
way on June 25, 2019, which
left three railway employees
dead and several passengers
injured.

The Commissioner of Rail-
way Safety who probed the
circumstances that led to the
accident concluded that
there was a “mismatch in
timings maintained in con-
trol office, at railway sta-
tions, loco pilot, signal pow-
er monitoring, data logger
and the like”

It was found that the in-
structions prescribed under
Rule 4.01 of General Rules on
“Timing and Running of

Heritage look: The GPS clock
installed at the Kozhikode
railway station. sriLe pHOTO

Trains” were not followed in
many divisions. The rule
states that “the section con-
troller shall transmit the cor-
rect time at 16.00 hrs daily to

all the stations under his con-
trol by using a common ring.
The station master on duty
will adjust the station clock
and record any variation in
the time variation register...”

Rule amended

Accepting the recommenda-
tions of the Commissioner of
Railway Safety that the rule
be suitably amended to
adopt GPS timings to ensure
uniformity of timings main-
tained at different places and
by different set of staff, the
Railway Board has directed
General Managers of all Zo-
nal Railways to provide GPS
clocks in control offices

across Indian Railways.

“The accuracy in the syn-
chronisation of time in the
clocks maintained by the
control office, station mas-
ters, loco pilots, guards and
others is crucial in ensuring
safety of train operations. In
the accident involving Sam-
leswari Express, there was a
block in the section for main-
tenance work that was lifted
without actually ascertaining
the clearance of the line for
passing the train. Besides
other lapses, the enquiry has
found mismatch in time
maintained by the staff con-
cerned caused the collision,”
a senior railway official head-

ing a Signal & Telecommuni-
cation Wing of the Railways
told The Hindu.

Heritage with modernity
The huge clocks at major rail-
way stations would also be
modified to GPS technology
by replacing the analog me-
chanism. However, the outer
box clock design would be
retained to keep the heritage
look.

In Southern Railway, the
process of providing GPS
clocks at control offices
would be completed in a
month’s time, Chief Public
Relations Officer B. Gugane-
san said.

ASI breathes life into 17th century Dutch cemetery

Among the oldest colonial cemeteries in the country, it holds over 200 graves dating back to 1656

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
CHINSURAH

As early as 1656 after the de-
cline of the Portugese, the
western bank of the river
Hooghly was occupied by
the Dutch. For nearly two
centuries, a Dutch settle-
ment flourished at Chinsu-
rah and started intra-Asian
trade in spices, cotton and
indigo. However, in 1825
when Dutch Commissioner
B.C.D. Bouman surrendered
Chinsurah to the British go-
vernment, most of the mon-
umental architecture of the
Dutch was destroyed.

Of the few remnants of the
Dutch architecture, the cem-
etery, a protected monu-
ment remains as the most
important proof of strong
Dutch presence in the town
more than 40 km upstream
from Kolkata on the river
Hooghly.

The Archeological Survey
of India, Kolkata Circle had
started the restoration of the
Dutch cemetery soon after
completing the restoration
of Danish cemetery at Se-

This pdf was orlglnamlploaded to Brills Express Official (https://t.me/The, Hindu

New lease of life: Restoration work is under way at the Dutch
Cemetery in Chinsurah, West Bengal. =speciaL ARRANGEMENT

rampore. But unlike the Dan-
ish cemetery which had not
more than 50 graves, the
Dutch cemetery has around
250 graves that need atten-
tion.

“The Dutch Cemetery still
stands and is a reminder of

_Express) before anyone else. Don't forget to join backup channel @The’inOO

the golden days of Dutch le-
gacy in Chinsurah. The cem-
etery contains an assortment
of graves scattered under the
shade of old trees and sur-
rounded by a high wall. The
cemetery has two segments,
the older one having graves

of Dutch nationals and the
other, still in use by the Brit-
ish and native Christians,”
Subha Majumder, Superin-
tending Archeologist, ASI
Kolkata Circle said. Dr. Ma-
jumder said the restoration
process might take a few
months and is likely to com-
pleted by the end of this
year.

The oldest tomb that
could have been identified at
the cemetery belongs to Sir
Cornelius Jonge who died in
Chinsurah in 1743. The other
important graves at the cem-
etery includes that of Daniel
Anthony Overbeck, Dutch
Governor of Chinsurah, who
stayed at the town even after
the British took over the
town in 1825. He died in 1840
and was interned in a sarco-
phygus tomb.

Enclosed by a high brick
wall, the cemetery has mau-
soleums which are typical to
architectural style of the pe-
riod and are similar to those
found in south India. The
southern part of the cemete-
ry compound is home to 24

extant Dutch tombs, which
are of three types — pyra-
mids, tomb boxes and plain
grave stones.

“The Chinsurah Dutch
cemetery is probably the big-
gest non-British European
cemetery in West Bengal.
The challenge is to restore
these structures in their ori-
ginal form. There are many
structures inside the 4,000
sq m plot which are ornate
and have distinct architectu-
ral design which illustrates
the uniqueness of Dutch ar-
chitecture in this part of
country,” Dr. Majumder said.

In 1993 a devastating tor-
nado damaged some of the
brick structures in the ceme-
tery which were subsequent-
ly repaired by the ASI. Ex-
perts also pointed out that
the restoration of the struc-
ture is necessary because of
the frequent tropical cy-
clones like Amphan (May
2020) and Yaas ( May 2021)
over the past few years hav-
ing an impact and weaken-
ing these the centuries old
structures.
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Taliban clash with Afghan forces in Herat

This comes a day after a police guard was killed when UN compound came under grenade attack

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
HERAT

Afghan and Taliban forces
clashed again on the out-
skirts of Herat on Saturday, a
day after a police guard was
killed when a United Nations
compound in the western ci-
ty came under attack.

Violence has surged
across the country since ear-
ly May, when the militants
launched a sweeping offen-
sive as U.S.-led foreign forces
began a final withdrawal that
is now almost complete.

The Taliban have seized
scores of districts across Af-
ghanistan, including in Herat
province, where the group
has also captured two bor-
der crossings adjoining Iran
and Turkmenistan.

Hundreds flee fighting

Officials and residents re-
ported renewed fighting on
the outskirts of Herat on Sa-
turday, with hundreds flee-
ing their homes to seek shel-

High alert: Security personnel outside the office of the United
Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA). =arp

ter closer to the heart of the
city.

Herat Governor Abdul Sa-
boor Qani said most of the
fighting was in Injil and Guz-
ara district — where the air-
port is located.

“At the moment the fight-
ing is ongoing in the south
and southeast. We are mov-
ing cautiously and to avoid
civilian casualties,” he said.

Government forces also
called an air strike near a 10-
bed hospital in Lashkar Gah,
capital of Helmand province,
that officials said had been
seized earlier by the Taliban
to treat its wounded fighters.

Residents said that Tali-
ban fighters took over the Ar-
iana Afghan Speciality Hos-
pital to treat those hurt.

“This morning, the Tali-

US. seizes tanker used to
deliver oil to North Korea

It engaged in ship-to-ship transfer of $1.5 mn worth oil

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

The United States on Friday
seized a Singapore-owned
oil tanker that was used to
make illegal oil deliveries to
North Korea, the Justice De-
partment said.

A New York federal judge
issued a judgment of forfei-
ture authorising the United
States to take ownership of
the M/T Courageous, which
is currently in Cambodia.

The ship, which has a ca-
pacity of 2,734 tons, was
purchased by Singaporean
national Kwek Kee Seng,

Indian-American picked

who remains at large, ac-
cording to a Justice Depart-
ment statement.

“Kwek and his co-conspi-
rators engaged in an exten-
sive scheme to evade... U.S.
and UN sanctions by using
vessels under their control
to covertly transport fuel to
North Korea,” the statement
said.

From August to Decem-
ber 2019, the Courageous
stopped transmission of its
location. Satellite imagery
showed that during that
time, the tanker engaged in
ship-to-ship transfers of

for key position in U.S.

He had served as special envoy to OIC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Joe Biden has
nominated Indian-Ameri-
can attorney Rashad Hus-
sain as the Ambassador-at-
Large for International Reli-
gious Freedom, the first
Muslim to be nominated to
the key position, according
to the White House.

Mr. Hussain, 41, is cur-
rently Director for Partner-
ships and Global Engage-
ment at the National
Security Council.

“Today’s announcement
underscores the President’s
commitment to build an Ad-
ministration that looks like
America and reflects people
of all faiths. Hussain is the
first Muslim to be nominat-
ed to serve as the Ambassa-
dor-at-Large for Internation-
al Religious Freedom,” the
White House said in a state-
ment on Friday.

He previously served as
Senior Counsel at the De-
partment of Justice’s Nation-

ELSEWHERE

Over 2,800 prisoners
get clemency in Iran
TEHRAN

Iran's supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has
granted clemency to more
than 2,800 jailed convicts to
mark two Muslim religious
holidays, his website said on
Saturday. The statement did
not elaborate on the identity
of the 2,825 prisoners who
were either pardoned or had
their sentences commuted.
Clemency was granted to
mark Id-al-Adha celebrated in
Iran on July 21 and Eid
al-Ghadir commemorated on
Thursday. In June, Mr.
Khamenei granted clemency
to 5,000 prisoners to make
the birth of Imam Reza, a
revered figure in Islam. arp
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Rashad Hussain

al Security Division. During
the Obama administration,
he served as U.S. Special En-
voy to the Organisation of Is-
lamic Cooperation (OIC),
U.S. Special Envoy for Stra-
tegic Counterterrorism
Communications and Depu-
ty Associate White House
Counsel.

In his roles as envoy, Mr.
Hussain worked with multi-
lateral organisations such as
the OIC and the UN, to ex-
pand partnerships in educa-
tion, entrepreneurship,
health, international securi-
ty, science and technology
and other areas.

UN warns hunger is expected
to rise in 23 global hotspots

Ethiopia tops the list, with over 4 lakh facing starvation

ASSOCIATED PRESS
mORK
Hunger is expected to rise in
23 global hotspots in the
next three months with the
highest alerts for “catas-
trophic” situations in Ethio-
pia’s embattled Tigray re-
gion, southern Madagascar,
Yemen, South Sudan and
northern Nigeria, two U.N.
agencies warned on Friday.

The Food and Agriculture
Organization and World
Food Program said in a new
report on “Hunger Hot-
spots” between August and
November that “acute food
insecurity is likely to further
deteriorate.”

They put Ethiopia at the

more than $1.5 million worth
of oil to a North Korean ship.

The Department has ac-
cused Mr. Kwek of trying to
hide the scheme by using
shell companies, lying to in-
ternational shipping author-
ities and falsely identifying
the Courageous to avoid
detection.

Mr. Kwek has been
charged with conspiracy to
evade economic sanctions
on North Korea and money
laundering conspiracy.

Cambodian authorities
seized the tanker in March
2020 on a U.S. warrant.

Hong Kong police arrest
man for booing anthem

He also waved colonial-era HK flag

ASSOCIATED PRESS
HONG KONG

Hong Kong police have ar-
rested a man accused of
booing the Chinese national
anthem while watching an
Olympic event at a mall.

The 40-year-old man was
allegedly waving colonial-
era Hong Kong flags and
booing, while urging others
to join him in insulting the
national anthem, according
to a police statement posted
on Facebook.

Hong Kong passed a law
in June last year that crimi-
nalised any actions that in-
sult the national anthem.
Violating the law can mean a
fine of up to $6,400, and up
to nine years in prison.

China’s central govern-
ment criminalised actions
that insult the national flag
and emblem in amend-
ments to the law last Octob-
er, which is also applicable
to Hong Kong.

The suspect was standing
in a crowd with others on

top of the list, saying the
number of people facing
starvation and death is ex-
pected to rise to 4,01,000 —
the highest number since
the 2011 famine in Somalia —
if humanitarian aid isn’t pro-
vided quickly.

In southern Madagascar,
which has been hit by the
worst drought in the past 40
years, pests affecting staple
crops, and rising food prices
— 14,000 people are expect-
ed to be pushed into “catas-
trophic” acute food insecuri-
ty marked by starvation and
death by September. And
that number is expected to
double by the end of the
year with 28,000 people

ban fighters came and forced
the hospital staff to leave,”
said Agha Mohammad.

“Planes were hovering in
the air at that time, and they
were following the Taliban,
and the air strike happened.”

Sher Ali Shakir, provincial
public health director of Hel-
mand, said the hospital was
destroyed, one person
killed, and two wounded.

During fighting on Friday,
the main Herat compound of
the United Nations Assis-
tance Mission in Afghanistan
came under attack from
rocket-propelled grenades
and gunfire that the UN
blamed on anti-government
elements.

The militants say they will
not target foreign diplomats,
but have blatantly violated
international protocol
before.

Afghan forces and militia-
men of veteran warlord and
anti-Taliban commander Is-
mail Khan have been de-

ployed around the city of
6,00,000 in recent days.

Mr. Khan, who previously
fought the Soviet occupation
forces in the 1980s and then
the Taliban during their har-
dline regime in the 1990s,
has vowed to fight the insur-
gents again to counter their
staggering advances in re-
cent months.

Flood rescue hit

Fighting was also hampering
rescue efforts after severe
flooding in Nuristan this
week killed at least 113 peo-
ple, with over 100 more
missing.

“Unfortunately the area is
under the control of the Tali-
ban, we were unable to send
our provincial teams to the
area,” said Tamim Azimi,
spokesman for Afghanistan’s
state Ministry for Disaster
Management. “But we have
sent the (local) rescue teams
along with the Afghan Red
Crescent,” he said

Two killed in drone strike on
oil tanker off Oman: US. Navy

Israeli officials allege that Tehran launched the attack

ASSOCIATED PRESS
DUBAI

U.S. Navy explosive experts
believe a “drone strike” tar-
geted an oil tanker that came
under attack off the coast of
Oman in the Arabian Sea,
killing two on board, the
American military  said
Saturday.

The strike on Thursday
night on the oil tanker Mer-
cer Street marks the first-
known fatal attack after
years of assaults on commer-
cial shipping in the region
linked to tensions with Iran
over its tattered nuclear
deal. While no one has
claimed responsibility for
the attack, Israeli officials al-
leged that Tehran launched
the drone strike.

While Iran did not direct-
ly acknowledge the attack,
the strike comes as Tehran
now appears poised to take

A helicopter taking off from USS Ronald Reagan'’s deck in
response to a call for assistance from Mercer Street. =reuTers

an even tougher approach
with the West as the country
prepares to inaugurate Ebra-
him Raisi, a hard-line proté-
gé of Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei, as
President.

The American nuclear-
powered aircraft carrier USS
Ronald Reagan and the
guided missile destroyer
USS Mitscher were escorting
Mercer Street as it headed to

a safe port, the U.S. Navy’s
Mideast-based 5th Fleet said
in a statement on Saturday.

“U.S. Navy explosives ex-
perts are aboard to ensure
there is no additional danger
to the crew, and are pre-
pared to support an investi-
gation into the attack,” the
5th Fleet said.

“Initial indications clearly
point to a (drone)-style at-
tack,” it said.

WHO sounds alarm over Delta variant surge

China races to contain its worst COVID-19 outbreak in months that has now spread to 14 provinces

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BEIJING
Mushrooming outbreaks of
the Delta variant prompted
China and Australia to im-
pose stricter COVID-19 curbs
on Saturday, as the WHO
urged the world to contain
the mutation before it turns
into something deadlier and
draws out the pandemic.

China’s most serious
surge of coronavirus infec-
tions in months spread to
two more areas on Saturday
— Fujian province and the
megacity of Chongqing — in
an outbreak that now spans
14 provinces.

More than 200 cases have
been linked to an original

Delta cluster in Nanjing city
where nine cleaners at an in-
ternational airport tested
positive.

“The main strain circulat-
ing at present is the Delta
variant... which poses an
even greater challenge to vi-
rus prevention and control
work,” said Mi Feng, spokes-
man for China’s National
Health Commission.

The nation where the dis-
ease first emerged has
rushed to prevent the highly
transmissible strain from
taking root by putting more
than one million people un-
der lockdown and reinstitut-
ing mass testing campaigns.

Worldwide, coronavirus
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Residents queueing up for
COVID-19 testing in
Zhengzhou. =arp

infections are once again on
the upswing, with the World
Health Organization an-
nouncing an 80% average in-
crease over the past four
weeks in five of the health
agency’s six regions, a jump

largely fuelled by the Delta
variant.

First detected in India, the
strain has now reached 132
countries and territories.

“Delta is a warning: it’s a
warning that the virus is
evolving but it is also a call to
action that we need to move
now before more dangerous
variants emerge,” the WHO’s
emergencies director Mi-
chael Ryan told a press con-
ference.

Australia lockdown

Both high- and low-income
countries are struggling to
gain the upper hand against
Delta, with the vastly un-
equal sprint for vaccines

leaving room for variants to
wreak havoc and further
evolve.

In Australia, where only
about 14% of the population
is jabbed, the third-largest ci-
ty of Brisbane and other
parts of Queensland State
entered a snap lockdown on
Saturday as a cluster of the
Delta variant produced six
new cases.

“The only way to beat the
Delta strain is to move quick-
ly, to be fast and to be
strong,” Queensland’s Depu-
ty Premier Steven Miles said
while informing millions that
they would be under three
days of strict stay-at-home
orders.

Friday to watch Hong Kong
fencer Edgar Cheung in a
match that would win him
gold, local media reported.

The booing started at the
medal ceremony, when the
national anthem began play-
ing.

Police said there may be
additional arrests and that
an active investigation is
underway.

Hong Kong was rocked by
months of sometimes vio-
lent anti-government prot-
ests in 2019, which led Beij-
ing to crack down on
dissent, including arresting
leading pro-democracy acti-
vists in the city.

Hong Kong is a former
British colony that was
handed back to China in
1997.

The city was a bastion of
free speech inside authori-
tarian China and democracy
protests bubbled for years
until they exploded in a
huge popular street move-
ment two years ago.

needing urgent help, the
two agencies said.

“Acute hunger is increas-
ing not only in scale but also
severity,” FAO and WFP said
in Friday’s report. “Overall,
over 41 million people
worldwide are now at risk of
falling into famine or fa-
mine-like conditions, unless
they receive immediate life

and livelihood-saving
assistance.”
The two Rome-based

agencies called for urgent
humanitarian action to save
lives in the 23 hotspots, say-
ing help is especially critical
in the five highest alert plac-
es to prevent famine and
death.
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Advantage bird brain
New research finds that a
uniquely shaped brain may be
the reason why the ancestors
of modern birds escaped the
massive extinction 66 million
years ago that killed dinosaurs.
A 70-million-year-old
Icthyornis fossil with its skull
intact sheds a clue to this. By
creating 3D replicas of brains,
scientists found Icthyornis
brain unlike the birds' had
smaller cerebral areas for one.
This may have dictated the
functions that helped it
survive the extinction.

Vanishing permafrost
Areas with ground
temperatures that remain
below zero degrees Celsius for
more than two years are called
permafrost. These are found in
mountains as well as high
latitude Tundra and Taiga
regions. About 13% of such an
area on Daisetsu Mountains in
Japan, estimated to be
approximately 150 square
killometres in 2010, is likely to
disappear by 2100, under
business as usual scenario.

‘Erroneous to conclude we have attained herd immunity’

R. PRASAD

The fourth sero survey conducted
across India found that on an av-
erage 67.6% of the population has
been infected. Also, over 25% of
people have been vaccinated with
one dose. In an email, Dr. Sri-
nath Reddy, President of the Pu-
blic Health Foundation of India
and member of the National CO-
VID-19 Technical Taskforce dispels
the wrong notion that India is
close to reaching herd immunity
and explains the uncertainty of
protection even among those al-
ready infected.

Nearly 29,000 people from the
general population and over
7,200 healthcare workers were
randomly tested from 70 districts
across 21 States. How
representative is the sampling for
the whole country?

Scientists from ICMR have clari-
fied that this survey is not repre-
sentative of the whole country.
They have called for State-level,
preferably district-level, surveys
across the country using standar-
dised methodology. If we wish to
have a truly nationally representa-
tive survey, we must sample from
every postal code area in the coun-
try, which is resource-intensive.
The national surveys of ICMR
are valuable, even if they are not
fully representative of the whole
country. By conducting repetitive
surveys in the same districts, these
studies provide information on
how proportions of infected peo-
ple in the population have in-
creased over time. That helps us to

understand how effective our ef-
forts to contain viral transmission
have been during the periods bet-
ween surveys.

The seroprevalence is 67.6%,
which is far higher than the last
survey figure of over 24%. But this
is only an average and a couple of
States such as Kerala and
Maharashtra have far lower
seroprevalence. So is it correct to
assume that a vast percentage of
the population is uniformly
protected?

There is a great deal of variation
across the country, between
States. If we do district-level sur-
veys, we will find even greater va-
riation. We must bear in mind
that, while the sample size may be
adequate at the national level, to
provide estimates with a narrow
uncertainty band (confidence in-
terval), individual State sample
numbers would be small and have
wider uncertainty bands.

If we accept the figures provid-
ed for each State, ignoring such
concerns about wider uncertainty
bands around the estimates, it is
clear that there is no uniformity
across the country.

It would, however, be errone-
ous to conclude that all persons
who tested positive are immune to
infection by the virus. We do not
know for sure how long the anti-
bodies last either after infection or
vaccination. More important, the
tests employed in the surveys only
identify antibodies to two viral
proteins (nucleocapsid and the
spike) but do not measure the abil-
ity of those antibodies to neutral-

(’ The numbers
infected in
the third wave will
depend on the
number of people
still susceptible
and the nature
of variants in
circulation. By
adopting strong
containment
measures
everywher:
we can protect
susceptible persons
against current and
new variants

ise the virus. Estimating the neu-
tralisation power is important in
the context of the variants which
are displaying capacity for evading
the immune response. Will the an-
tibodies produced against the wild
ancestral virus infection in Janu-
ary or the Alpha variant in Febru-
ary be effective against the Delta
virus in July? There is a possibility
that some of those who tested pos-
itive for antibodies, especially chil-
dren, may have cross-reactive anti-
bodies generated by other corona
viruses which produce common
cold. Counter-posed against such
‘false positives’, we may also have
‘false negatives’ of persons in
whom antibody levels may have
fallen some months after infection
but still may have immunity from
memory T cells and other forms of
cellular immunity. So, definitive
conclusions about individual or
population immunity should not
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be drawn from antibody surveys.

Are there chances that people
who were infected early last year
might not have the antibodies and
hence might have been missed by
the latest survey?

People who were infected early
during the pandemic would have a
greater chance of testing negative
during surveys due to the waning
of antibodies over time. The time
taken for such disappearance has
been variably reported to be bet-
ween three and six months. There
would be a great deal of individual
variation, based on the dose of vi-
ral exposure, severity of the infec-
tion, nature of the variant, age of
the infected person, associated
health conditions and use of ste-
roids or other immunosuppressive
drugs for treatment during the ill-
ness. So, there are likely to be sev-

eral persons who may have been
infected some months ago but
were missed by the recent survey.

Will infection with the old strain
provide sufficient protection
particularly against the Delta
variant?

The answer has been provided by
laboratory studies which have
shown a diminished neutralisation
efficacy of antibodies produced by
previous infections against the
Delta variant. The study by the
Pasteur Institute in France is par-
ticularly informative in this re-
gard. However, some protection is
still likely. But we do not know
how strong and long lasting that
immunity would be in any indivi-
dual, as there would be considera-
ble variation among those
infected.

Will the metros in India with high
seropositivity rate record a large
number of cases if a third wave
begins?

There is no guarantee that sero-
positivity in a survey is a proof of
permanent protection against
fresh infection, especially when
the virus is frequently changing
form. Vaccines provide a greater
assurance of protection than a
previous infection with a variable
viral dose and a different form of
the virus than the one that is cur-
rently circulating. The numbers
infected in the third wave will de-
pend on the numbers of people
still susceptible and the nature of
variants in circulation. By adopt-
ing strong containment measures

everywhere, we can protect the
susceptible persons even against
current and new variants.

Is it at all correct to assume that
large parts of the country are
quite close to reaching herd
immunity due to the high
seropositivity rate?

It is erroneous to conclude that we
have attained herd immunity as a
population, when there are many
variations across the country even
according to the antibody survey.
This is for several reasons. We do
not know if all who tested positive
for antibodies have neutralising
capacity against the currently cir-
culating variants. We do not also
know how long those antibodies
will last. Even if the antibodies are
protective today, that protection
could fade in a month or two. The
herd immunity threshold (HIT) for
the more infectious Delta variant
may be 85% or higher. We are be-
low that level in all States that
were surveyed.

Considering that two-thirds of
India is already infected and over
25% of adults have received one
dose of the vaccine, will the third
wave be as severe as the second
wave?

The third wave should be milder
for those reasons, if no new var-
iant sweeps through with higher
infectivity and undiminished viru-
lence. Even if there are many in-
fections, the immunity provided
by vaccines and prior viral expo-
sure should reduce the risk of sev-
ere illness or death.

Benefits beyond the pandemic

By preventing viral infections and TB, masks can sharply
reduce respiratory diseases, loss of lives, livelihoods

M. S. SESHADRI
T. JACOB JOHN

The human respiratory tract
is a highly efficient oxygena-
tion system with a large sur-
face area and surplus capac-
ity (if all 600 million alveoli
are stretched out, they can
cover a tennis court). The al-
veoli, lined by thin flat cells,
are exposed to inhaled air on
one side and de-oxygenated
blood in capillaries on the
other.

This delicate system is ex-
posed to inhaled noxious in-
sults also - biological (bacte-
rial, fungal, viral), chemical
(smoke and particles) and al-
lergy-inducing material
(dust, pollen, animal fur),
throughout life. As a conse-
quence, many develop pro-
gressive lung damage and
chronic lung disease - a very
common non-communica-
ble disease (NCD) with high
morbidity and mortality (
approximately 30% of all
NCD deaths).

The COVID-19 pandemic
taught us the vital impor-
tance of the face mask in pre-
venting coronavirus infec-
tion. The Hindu was a
pioneer to promote univer-
sal mask use, and, after in-
itial reluctance, many organ-
isations world-wide adopted
this measure. We describe
the multiple benefits of face
mask beyond the pandemic.

Effective intervention
Some inhaled viral respirato-
ry infections such as influen-
za have high mortality at ex-
tremes of age; others, like
the ‘common cold’ are an
important cause for loss of
person-hours and productiv-
ity. Universal mask-use is an
effective preventive inter-
vention against such diseas-
es - it does not completely
prevent viral entry, but dras-
tically reduces the viral dose
- low doses serve to stimu-
late immunity with lowered
risk of overt disease.

With 7,00,00,000 tuber-
culosis (TB) cases annually,
India is the TB capital of the
world. TB is the commonest
chronic respiratory infec-
tion, the most important in-
fectious disease in India,
with WHO-estimated annual
26,40,000 new  cases,
4,36,000 deaths, 2.8% and
14% multi-drug-resistance in
new and old cases, respec-
tively ( 2019 data: https://
tbfacts.org/tb-statistics-in-
dia/). TB bacilli, expelled by
those with pulmonary TB
while coughing or spitting
are inhaled by others. Unlike
viruses with short life-span
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Avoid trouble: The pandemic has underscored the vital role of
the face mask in preventing infection. =cetTvimMaces

in atmosphere, TB bacilli in
sputum survive even in
dried state, for days to weeks
and get air-borne. If eve-
ryone wears a mask while
outside home, spitting in pu-
blic places and inhalation of
TB bacilli will drastically
come down.

These two benefits - pre-
vented viral infections and
TB - can translate into con-
siderably reduced acute and
chronic respiratory diseases,
loss of lives and livelihoods.

India is also the diabetes
capital of the world, with ur-
ban diabetes prevalence of
over 10% in adults above age
40. Diabetes and TB are a
deadly combination - each
making the other worse - a
vicious cycle that afflicts
hundreds of thousands in In-
dia. Universal masking, con-
tinued beyond the pandem-
ic, can minimise the risk of
TB in diabetics.

Our metros suffer high le-
vels of air pollution with tox-
ic particulate matter, causing
progressive irreversible im-
pairment of lung function. In
Delhi, air pollution became
so bad that Supreme Court
had to intervene to improve
matters on a war footing.
While non-polluting motor
vehicles, avoiding crop burn-
ing etc. are public health
measures to curtail air pollu-
tion, face mask offers consid-
erable protection from inhal-
ing toxic particles and to a
lesser extent even noxious
fumes.

Occupational hazard
Some occupations expose in-
dividuals to inhalation of
particulate asbestos, carbon,
silica etc. which also pro-
gressively impair lung func-
tion -- appropriate face
masks are an important
health imperative for them.
Smoking in public, alth-
ough banned, continues to
be a problem in India -- pas-
sive smoking puts even non-
smokers at risk. Insistence
on wearing a mask in public
will be a deterrent to smok-
ing and will protect smokers

and non-smokers alike.

Respiratory allergies

As every physician knows,
respiratory allergy - ‘allergic
rhinitis’ and ‘extrinsic aller-
gic asthma’, mostly due to
inhaled ‘allergens’, are very
common problems in chil-
dren and adults, accounting
for approximately 20% to
30% of all outpatient visits.
Many with respiratory aller-
gy, who consistently wore
masks during the COVID-19
pandemic, have found con-
siderable relief from chronic
upper and lower respiratory
symptoms and intend to
continue  using  masks
beyond the pandemic.

Hospitals, with their con-
centration of patients with
acute and chronic respirato-
ry infections, pose an impor-
tant health risk to people
working there - a hazard
highlighted by loss of lives of
many health-care workers
during the current COVID-19
pandemic. However, the risk
of other hospital-acquired
respiratory diseases cannot
be under-rated. Routine use
of face masks will certainly
reduce the risk to health-care
professionals, and should be
practised beyond the pan-
demic. Even those who visit
hospitals for healthcare - pa-
tients and their bystanders,
at increased risk of contract-
ing respiratory infections -
will be well-advised to rou-
tinely use face masks during
hospital visits.

Indeed, the simple face
mask, which ancient Jain
Munis used and promoted,
has multiple benefits well
beyond the pandemic.

(Dr M .S. Seshadri, Form-
er Professor of Medicine and
Clinical Endocrinology,
Christian Medical College,
Vellore is currently Medical
Director, Thirumalai Mission
Hospital, Ranipet. Dr T. Ja-
cob John is former Professor
of Clinical Virology, Chris-
tian Medical College, Vellore,
and former President of the
Indian Academy of Pedia-
trics.)

Stellar mid-life crisis: What ails the middle-aged Sun?

Around mid-life, stars’ magnetic field generation mechanism becomes sub-critical or less efficient

SHUBASHREE DESIKAN

Stars like our Sun can go
through a mid-life crisis, ac-
cording to new research car-
ried out by scientists from
IISER Kolkata. This can lead
to dramatic changes in their
activity and rotation rates.
The study also provides an
explanation for the break-
down of the long-esta-
blished relation between ro-
tation rate and age in
middle-aged sunlike stars.
The work has been pu-
blished in the Monthly Not-
ices of the Royal Astronomi-
cal Society: Letters.

Stellar middle age

At about 4.6 billion years of
age, the sun is middle aged,
that is, it will continue to live
for roughly the same pe-
riod. There are accurate
methods for estimating the
age of the Sun, such as by
using radioactive dating of
very old meteorites that
have fallen on the Earth. Ho-
wever, for more distant
stars which are similar in

mass and age to the Sun,
such methods are not possi-
ble. One of the methods
used is called gyrochronolo-
gy. There is a relationship
between rotation rate and
age, that is the rotation rate
of a star slows down with
age.

When the stellar wind es-
capes from the star, it car-
ries away with it a part of
the angular momentum of
the star, which results in its
slowing down. The stellar
wind has two drivers: one is
the high temperature of the
outer atmosphere of stars -
the corona - which results in
an outward expansion and
hence plasma winds that
emanate out. The other is
the magnetic field. “The
magnetic field actually
heats the corona and so
when magnetic activity is
strong the winds are strong
and since wind carries away
the internal (rotational) an-
gular momentum of the
star, it slows down its rota-
tion,” explains Dibyendu
Nandi, one of the authors of

Inactive Sun: There have
been periods stretching to
years when extremely few
sunspots were observed. =ap

the paper. This is called
magnetic braking. As the
star ages, due to this me-
chanism, its rotation slows
down and this relationship
is used in gyrochronology to
estimate the age of the star.

Age and spin

However, there is a break-
down of the gyrochronology
relationship, because after
midlife, a star's rate of spin
does not slow down with
age as fast as it was slowing

Scientists decipher how some
bacteria can operate a ‘reverse gear”

Some microorganisms exhibit a unique kind of reversing
motion that can be mimicked for drug delivery, bio-imaging

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Indian scientists have found
a theoretical model explain-
ing a unique kind of motion,
called direction reversing
active motion, exhibited by
some bacteria that feed on
other microorganisms, ac-
cording to a statement re-
leased by the the Depart-
ment of Science and
Technology on Friday.

This analysis can help in
building more efficient artifi-
cial micro- and nano-motors
used in drug delivery and
bio-imaging using the con-
cept to incorporate a reverse
gear.

Bacteria move by propell-
ing themselves with a veloci-
ty that changes direction
randomly, which is called
active motion. Besides bac-
teria, this kind of motion is
found in living systems rang-
ing from cells at the micro-
scopic scale to the flocking
of birds and fish schools at
the macroscopic scale. It is
also seen in artificial sys-
tems, including granular
matter self-catalytic swim-
mers, and nano-motors.

c) This model explains

the advantage of
directional reversals,
namely, faster spread
leading to faster searches

Some microorganisms,
such as predator bacteria
Myxococcus Xanthus and sa-
protrophic bacteria Pseudo-
monas putida, exhibit a un-
ique kind of reversing active
motion, whereby, in addi-
tion to a diffusive change of
direction, the motion also
completely reverses its di-
rection intermittently, it
said.However, very little has
been understood theoreti-
cally about the statistical
properties of such motion.

Novel dynamic phase

In a recent study published
as a letter in the Physical Re-
view E, a team of scientists
from Raman Research Insti-
tute and S N Bose National
Centre for Basic Sciences
has uncovered novel dynam-
ical phases arising from the
interplay of diffusion and ve-
locity reversal in the direc-
tion-reversing active motion

exhibited by such bacteria.

The study provided a the-
oretical understanding of
such motion through exact
analytical results for the po-
sition distribution and target
search-time distribution by
using a model, the statement
said.

"This model explains the
advantage of directional re-
versals, namely, faster
spread leading to faster
searches," the authors point-
ed out.

The authors explained
how their research found
that M Xanthus relies on the
directional reversal to in-
crease its spread, thus mak-
ing search for a target effi-
cient, in spite of a much
slower speed (about a mi-
cron per minute) compared
to faster bacteria like E. coli
(which moves about 30 mi-
crons in a second).

Further, the most impor-
tant finding of this work is
the prediction of a novel
phase where the dynamical
laws governing the disper-
sion along two orthogonal
directions are fundamental-
ly different.

c) Middlg aged stars

can exist in two
distinct activity states -
alow activity mode
and an active mode.
The star may thus fall
into a low-activity
mode and suffer
reduced angular
momentum loss

down earlier. Another intri-
guing fact is that the Sun’s
activity level has been ob-
served to be much lower
than other stars of similar
age. A third observation that
is part of the puzzle is that
there have also been pe-
riods in the past when ex-
tremely few sunspots were
observed on the Sun for sev-
eral years at a stretch. For
instance, during the Maun-
der minimum which lasted
from 1645 to 1715.

The researchers use the
dynamo models of field gen-
eration designed to explore
long-term activity variations
and come up with a theory
that can possibly explain

the above puzzles. Accord-
ing to a press release by the
Royal Astronomical Society,
they show that at about the
age of the Sun, the magnetic
field generation mechanism
of stars becomes sub-criti-
cal or less efficient. This al-
lows stars to exist in two dis-
tinct activity states - a low
activity mode and an active
mode. The star may thus fall
into a low-activity mode and
suffer drastically reduced
angular momentum loss
due to magnetized stellar
wind.

“We have a hypothesis, a
theory backed by simulation
results which seems to self-
consistently explain the di-
verse puzzling behaviour
witnessed in middle-aged
stars. We have provided a
clear demonstration that
the theory can explain cer-
tain observations, and, the-
refore, is a leading conten-
der [to throw light on] their
origin. In the future, inde-
pendent observations may
reconfirm or deny our theo-
ry,” says Prof. Nandi.

Question Corner

Clues from Mars

How does the interior
of Mars look like?

Since early 2019,
researchers from ETH
Zurich have been
recording and analysing
marsquakes as part of
the InSight mission.
Using this data, they
have now measured the
red planet’s crust,
mantle and core. The
data will help
understand the
formation and evolution
of Mars and, by
extension, the entire
solar system.

The researchers have
discovered that the
Martian crust under the
probe’s landing site near
the Martian equator is
between 15 and 47
kilometres thick. Such a
thin crust must contain a
relatively high
proportion of radioactive
elements, which calls
into question previous
models of the chemical
composition of the entire

crust.

The mantle is
400-600 kilometres
down, twice as thick as
that of Earth. This could
be because there is now
only one continental
plate on Mars, in
contrast to Earth with its
seven large mobile
plates.

The measurements
also show that the
Martian mantle has a
mineralogy similar to
Earth’s upper mantle.
The seismology reveals
differences in chemical
composition. The
Martian mantle, for
example, contains more
iron than the Earth’s.

The Martian core has a
radius of about 1,840
kilometres, making it a
good 200 kilometres
larger than had been
assumed 15 years ago,
when the InSight mission
was planned.

The researchers were
now able to recalculate
the size of the core using
seismic waves.

“Having determined
the radius of the core, we
can now calculate its
density,” Simon Stidhler
of ETH Zurich says in a
release.

Readers may send their
questions / answers to
questioncorner@thehindu.co.in
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End-to-end

genome
sequencing

Do the new findings provide a better
understanding of the human body?

SHUBASHREE DESIKAN

The story so far: On May 27, a preprint titled “The
complete sequence of the human genome” was posted in
the online repository bioRxiv. In this preprint, scientists
from the Telomere-to-Telomere (T2T) Consortium, an
international collaboration of around 30 institutions,
reported the most complete sequencing of the human
genome until now. They have, in the process, discovered
over a hundred new genes that code for proteins. The
total size of the genome they have sequenced is close to
3.05 billion base pairs. This adds 200 million base pairs
to the last draft of the human genome that was published
in 2013. The results come with the caveat that about
0.3% may still have errors, and that among the sex
chromosomes, only the X chromosome has been
sequenced.

What is significant about this announcement?

The Human Genome Project that began in 1990 gave the
first results of the complete human genome sequence in
2003. For the first time, we were able to read the
blueprint of human life. However, though it was
announced as the complete human genome, about 15%
of it was incomplete. Due to limitations of technology,
scientists were not able to piece together some repetitive
parts of the human genome.

Solving some of the problems, an updated “complete”
version was released in 2013, which still missed out on
8% of the genome. Now, the researchers have nearly
completed the job, adding 200 million base pairs and 115
new protein-coding genes to the list.

What is special about protein-coding genes?

The human genome is the entire set of deoxyribonucleic
acid (DNA) belonging to a human. This resides in the
nucleus of every cell of the human being. The DNA
consists of a
double-stranded molecule,
each of which is built up
by four bases - adenine
(A), cytosine (C), guanine
(G) and thymine (T). Every
base on one strand pairs
with a complementary
base on the other strand
(A pairs only with T, and C
only with G). In all, the
genome is made up of 3.05
billion such base pairs,
approximately.

Of these, there are long stretches that do not seem to
have a particular function. On the other hand,
protein-coding sequences or protein-coding genes are
DNA sequences that get transcribed on ribonucleic acid
(RNA) as an intermediate step. These in turn make the
proteins responsible for various functions such as
keeping the body healthy or determining the colour of
the eye — proteins carry out the instructions encoded in
the genes.

One of the most
important uses of this
release will be that it
forms a standard for
comparison in future
sequencing attempts,
according to Dr.
Satyajit Rath, an
expert on immunology
I

Whose DNA was sequenced?

The DNA used did not belong to any person. According
to a report in Nature, it was a cell line derived from a
tissue known as a complete hydatidiform mole. This is
the tissue that forms when a sperm inseminates an egg
that has no nucleus. Hence, this tissue has the
chromosomes of just the father.

What are the gaps in the study?
For one thing, it has no information about the Y
chromosome.

We know that all chromosomes in an arbitrary cell’s
nucleus are found in pairs - we have 23 pairs of
chromosomes in each cell. However, the sex cells such as
sperm and egg cells contain only one of each pair of
chromosomes (haploid cells). So, while egg cells always
carry a copy of the X chromosome, sperms can carry
either an X chromosome or a Y chromosome. The cell
line that the researchers studied had an X chromosome
only and no Y chromosome. Therefore, information
about the Y chromosome is missing in this release.

It is also not 100% complete. The researchers say that
about 0.3% of the genome may have errors.

What will this genome draft be useful for?

One of the most important uses of this release will be
that it forms a standard for comparison in future
sequencing attempts, according to Dr. Satyajit Rath, a
visiting faculty member at Indian Institutes of Science
Education and Research (IISER), Pune, and an expert on
immunology. Just as the standard of time is given by the
beats of a caesium clock placed in the International
Bureau of Standards, this sequence of the human
genome will be a gold standard of reference for future
attempts.

The level of accuracy is unprecedented and while
earlier, people were trying to piece together strands of
DNA that were a few hundred base pairs long, the
technology used by the Telomere-to-Telomere
Consortium used sequencing technology that could scan
20,000 base pairs at one go. This is a significant
technological feat.
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Are States under—reportmg COVID-19 cases?

What has the fourth serology survey
shown? Is there a mismatch between
the findings and actual numbers?

JACOB KOSHY

The story so far: The fourth national serology survey by
the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) to
estimate the spread of the coronavirus infection in India
reported this month that two-thirds of Indians had
antibodies to SARS-CoV-2. As part of this, it also released
figures that showed that antibody prevalence was lowest
in Kerala and highest in Madhya Pradesh, along with data
from 19 other States.

What do the findings imply?

Seroprevalence studies are meant to roughly estimate
what percentage of the population may have been
exposed to the virus. Kerala, which is now recording the
sharpest rise in cases in the country fuelled by the Delta
variant, had a seroprevalence of only 44.4%, implying
that 56.6% of the population lacked antibodies and
remained vulnerable to the infection. Madhya Pradesh
has a seroprevalence of 79%, followed by Rajasthan
(76.2%) and Bihar (75.9%).

After Kerala, the least antibody prevalence was in
Assam (50.3%) and Maharashtra (58%). It is important to
note that the antibodies may have been produced in
response to a natural infection or from vaccination. The
ICMR has not published a detailed research paper on the
findings from the fourth survey.

How was the survey conducted?
Conceived in May 2020, the ICMR surveys are based on
testing close to 400 people in 70 districts in 21 States. The
districts were chosen based on their population. Hence,
some States have more places represented and, all in all,
nearly 28,500 people were part of the survey. Unlike the
three previous editions of the survey, conducted from
May 2020 to January 2021, the latest — covering June and
July this year — included children and adolescents
ranging from six to 17 years.

In the case of Kerala and Madhya Pradesh, three
districts were selected to extrapolate the extent of the
SARS-CoV-2 antibody prevalence, while nine districts

Enforcing norms: Commuters following COVID-19 guidelines on a bus in New Delhi earlier this week. =sanpeep saxena

were selected in Uttar Pradesh and six in Bihar.

Why is there a disparity among States?

The ICMR has stated that for a State to accurately capture
the prevalence of antibodies, it must conduct its own
regional survey and the results must only be taken as a
guide to future policies. There
are, however, different
interpretations of the
seroprevalence data. Kerala
has said the lowest
seroprevalence among States
testifies to its public health
measures through all of last

In Bihar, as of June
25, for every case
that was reported,
59 cases were
missed. U.P. and
M.P. had an

under-reporting year that prevented the
factor of 98 and 83  infection from spreading to
the majority of the

respectively

opulation. Therefore, it
— pop

points out that the Centre
must increase allocation of
vaccines to the State. Several experts agree, but say that
the recent spike in cases is a consequence of Kerala
loosening its grip.

The ICMR data also points to the extent of
under-reporting by States. Public health expert and
epidemiologist Chandrakant Lahariya cited the
seroprevalence data and compared it to the officially

reported cases from the 21 States. As of June 25, by his
estimates, Bihar, with a seroprevalence of 75.9%, should
have had an estimated 427.6 lakh cases, but it officially
reported only 7.2 lakh cases — an under-reporting factor
of 59. This means in Bihar, for every case that was
reported, 59 cases were missed. Similarly, Uttar Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh had an under-reporting factor of 98
and 83 respectively. Kerala’s worked out to six and
Maharashtra’s to 12.

Are the surveys useful?
The fourth serosurvey was unique because it was
conducted after the vaccination programme began. The
ICMR was initially reluctant to conduct such a survey
because the antibody test they used to detect antibody
prevalence cannot differentiate between the vaccinated
and unvaccinated. The principle that inoculating a large
fraction of the population could confer herd immunity
does not entirely hold given detections of breakthrough
infections and that available vaccines, while significantly
able to reduce hospitalisation and mortality, were less
effective in curbing transmission of the newer variants.
Seroprevalence surveys could help with planning
targeted vaccination drives, especially when India is
battling a shortage with fewer than expected doses
available to fully inoculate the eligible adult population
by the year-end.

Is RBI planning a digital currency for India?

How will the transition to a new
monetary system hold up and
what are the risks?

PRASHANTH PERUMAL J.

The story so far: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) recent-
ly said it will begin testing its own digital currency. In a
speech, RBI Deputy Governor T. Rabi Sankar delved deep
into the reasons for introducing a digital rupee and the
possible risks. Several economies, including the U.S., the
European Union and China, have been working to issue
their own Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC). The Ba-
hamas launched the world’s first CBDC last year.

What is a Central Bank Digital Currency?

A CBDC is no different from the cash that we hold in our
wallets, except that it exists in a digital form in a digital
wallet supervised by the central bank. Economically, the
digital rupee is similar to rupee coins and notes. It is simp-
ly a form of fiat currency that is backed by the central bank
and does not possess any intrinsic value. In fact, it is simi-
lar to private digital currencies in the sense that people ac-
cept these currencies merely because they believe that
others will also accept them.

It should be noted that the RBI’s digital rupee will not
directly replace demand deposits held in banks. Physical
cash will continue to be used by banks and people wishing
to withdraw cash from banks can still do so. But they can
also opt to convert their bank deposits into the new digital
rupee.

Why are central banks issuing digital currencies?

Central banks claim that there is increasing demand for
digital currencies. CBDCs are promised as sovereign-
backed alternatives to private currencies, which are un-
regulated. Critics, however, note that the demand for priv-

f e

New value: Several economies, including the U.S., the EU
and China, have been working to issue their own CBDC.

ate currencies comes mainly from people who have lost
faith in fiat currencies. They say central banks have been
creating too much money, forcing many to switch to priv-
ate currencies whose supply is limited by design.

Central banks also believe that the cost of issuing elec-
tronic CBDCs is far lower than the cost of printing and dis-
tributing cash. Another likely reason for the introduction
of CBDCs is that they can be easily tracked by authorities.

What are the risks in adopting CBDCs?

Central bankers fear that people may begin withdrawing
money from their bank accounts as CBDCs become more
popular. Many depositors currently use bank accounts to
safely store their money. When CBDCs can serve the same
purpose, people could move money out of banks. What
could check this is the interest offered by banks.

The withdrawal of bank deposits can also affect the
amount of loans created by banks. However, this could
happen not simply because banks will have fewer cash de-
posits to lend to borrowers. Contrary to popular belief,
banks do not loan out actual cash deposits. Instead, they

use cash deposits as a base
on which they create a py-
ramid of electronic loans
far in excess of the cash de-
posits. So, banks hold lesser
cash in their vaults than
what their depositors and
borrowers could demand
from them. The real reason
banks will be able to create
fewer loans is that when
customers convert their
bank money into CBDCs,
banks will be forced to sur-
render at least some cash
and will thus possess an
even smaller cash base on
which to create loans. Also, when bank customers convert
their deposits into CBDCs, the RBI will have to take these
liabilities onto its own balance sheet.

Central banks are
promising
sovereign-backed
alternatives to private
currencies, which are
unregulated. Critics,
however, note that
the demand for
private currencies
comes from people
who have lost faith in
fiat currencies
]

What lies ahead?

Central banks may cap the amount of money that an indi-
vidual can hold in the form of CBDCs and also impose ne-
gative penalties to prevent the mass withdrawal of depo-
sits from banks.

Central banks may also have to inject money into banks
so that their ability to create loans is not compromised. As
noted earlier, banks’ cash reserves determine the amount
of loans they can create. Interestingly, CBDCs could even-
tually take over the role that cash reserves play in the cur-
rent banking system as more and more physical cash gets
converted into CBDCs and are deposited in banks. In that
case, both CBDCs and electronic loans created would
simply be digital forms of the same currency. This could
eliminate the risk of bank runs as banks will then no lon-
ger have to satisfy the cash demands of customers. But it
can also lead to rampant money creation by banks.

How will consumers benefit from ‘Right to Repair™

What has the US. Federal Trade
Commission ruled? Are tech giants
violating antitrust laws?

JOHN XAVIER

The story so far: On June 21, the U.S. Federal Trade
Commission (FTC) voted unanimously to make a push for
the right of consumers to repair their electronic devices.
All five FTC Commissioners voted in favour of a policy
that seeks to know whether companies that are making it
tougher for people to repair are violating antitrust laws.
FTC Chairperson Lina Khan said its decision would help
“root out unlawful repair restrictions” and move forward
with “new vigour” against violators. The vote was seen as
a big win for the ‘Right to Repair’ movement, which has
been making the case for allowing people to fix the
products they buy.

What happens in the era of mobile computing?

A new era of mobile computing and consumer culture
was born after Apple co-founder Steve Jobs unveiled a
phone with a touchscreen, 4GB storage, camera and
web-browsing capability. Millions of consumers bought
the device, and used it for gaming, social networking and
browsing the web. In just five years after its debut, over
200 million iPhones had been sold globally. Its success
spawned the mobile computing industry and nudged
users into upgrading their devices instead of fixing them
when something went wrong.

In the pre-iPhone era, certain issues in a mobile device
could be repaired by the user themselves. It wasn’t the
case any more. To get an Apple product fixed, a buyer has
to take it to an authorised dealer as any warranty on the
product would become null and void if they opened the
back of the smartphone. Even after taking the device to
an authorised store, the cost of repair could be high.

A New York Times columnist noted that to fix an

In a fix: To get an Apple product repaired, a buyer has to
take it to an authorised dealer. =reuters

iPhone X’s screen, Apple charges $279, while a repair
shop in Washington D.C. quotes $219. Lack of Apple
support makes such external repairs risky, the columnist
writes.

What are the other issues?

Hardware is only one part of the problem. In 2018, an
Australian court ordered Apple to pay a penalty of
Australian $9 million ($6.6 million) after it told its
customers it wouldn’t do free repairs for devices that
stopped working due to a software glitch. “Error 53”
occurred after some iPhone users downloaded the
company’s updated operating system. Apple had turned
down over 200 customer requests for repairs, citing
devices were serviced at a non-Apple store, effectively
voiding warranty.

Apple is a microcosm of the consumer tech industry
itself. From home appliances to tractors, an increasing
number of consumer products are run on software, and a
technical glitch can only be fixed by an authorised
technician. Tinkerers and large corporations are fighting
to solve the issue of who owns the information needed to

fix a device. Original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) in
the U.S. are taking refuge in a two-decade old law framed
to protect the movie industry from people breaking
digital locks on DVDs. Under the Digital Millennium
Copyright Act (DMCA), 1998, it is illegal to break a digital
lock embedded in a product.

Why is the movement important?

A consortium of advocacy groups is trying to push

repair-friendly laws in the U.S. and break the DMCA

stronghold. The Repair Association’s premise is that
consumers can maintain their

An increasing products, provided tools and

number of information on fixing is
consumer products available to them. Since its
are run on founding in 2013, the group has

put several ‘Right to Repair’
proposals in state legislatures.
The FTC vote is a major win for
the group.

software, and a
technical glitch can
only be fixed by an

authorised The proposed legislation

. requires consumer
technician electronics-makers to provide
|

tools and information
necessary to repair electronic
products. This could change how companies operate by
making them provide information and parts to unofficial
repair centres, and, in the process, reduce costs for the
consumer.

What is the stand of the tech giants?

Tech giants have been lobbying against the legislation,
citing security concerns. TechNet, a trade group
representing large tech firms, said allowing unvetted
parties to access sensitive information, tools and
components would “jeopardise safety of consumers’
device and put consumers at risk of fraud”. But the FTC
had earlier concluded that there was scant evidence to
support the companies’ claim for restricting repair.
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DHOLAVIRA

Ruins of an Indus Valley civilisation site

The Harappan city is the first Indus Civilisation
site in India that received the World Heritage tag

In Focus

= Discovered
in 1968 by
the ASI, the
site dates
back to 3,000
BCE-1,500
BCE, covering
nearly 1,500
years of
continued
habitation

= The city is

believed to
have had
trade ties with
Mesopotamia
and the Oman
peninsula

= Spread over

70 hectares,
the remains
are
encompassed
within an
outer
fortification
and make for
the fifth
largest
Harappan site
after
Mohenjo-daro,
Harappa,
Rakhigarhi
and

Ganweriwala

DAMINI NATH

ith its planned
streets, intricate
water management

system and architectural fea-
tures, the ancient Harappan
city located at Dholavira in
Gujarat’s Rann of Kutch has a
lot to offer on the ancient ci-
vilisation. With its inscrip-
tion on UNESCO’s World Her-
itage list on July 27, experts
hope the lessons from Dhola-
vira will reach a larger au-
dience and that the site will
get greater care.

Discovered in 1968 by
former Archaeological Sur-
vey of India Director General
Jagat Pati Joshi, the site dates
back to 3,000 BCE to 1,500
BCE, covering nearly 1,500
years of continued habita-
tion. Excavations that were
carried out from 1989 to
2005 unearthed a city that
showed the “unique and
masterpiece ingenuity of the
Harappans during the third
millennium BCE”, according
to India’s nomination sub-
mitted to UNESCO. The city
is believed to have had trade
ties with Mesopotamia and
Oman peninsula. Spread ov-
er 70 hectares, the remains
are encompassed within an
outer fortification and make
for the fifth largest Harappan
site after Mohenjo-daro, Ha-
rappa, Rakhigarhi and Gan-
weriwala, or sixth if Lakhan-
jo-daro is taken into account,
according to the nomination
dossier.

The site’s entry onto the
World Heritage list has been
welcomed by India with de-
light. “Absolutely delighted
by this news,” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi tweeted on
July 27. “Dholavira was an
important urban centre and
is one of our most important
linkages with our past. It is a
must visit, especially for
those interested in history,
culture and archaeology.”

For retired Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) Joint Di-

BASAVARAJ BOMMAI

An ‘outsider’ but not quite

rector General Ravindra
Singh Bisht, under whose
watch the excavations were
carried out, Dholavira get-
ting the World Heritage tag
means it will get the atten-
tion it deserves. “Certainly,
the ASI will take better care
of the site. The eyes of the
world tourist will be on it.”
Along with becoming the
40th Indian site on the list,
Dholavira is also the first In-
dus Valley Civilisation site in
India to receive the tag.

Considered one of the best
preserved urban settlements
from the period, the site has
a walled city, a castle, a cere-
monial ground, two seasonal
streams and houses of diffe-
rent categories, indicating a
social hierarchy. The water
management system shows
the ingenuity of the inhabi-
tants to survive in an other-
wise arid region. Excavations
have unearthed objects of
shell, copper, stone, semi-
precious stones, terracotta
and gold.

Excellent example
Dholavira was the first such
“excellent example of town
planning with mathematical
precision, both arithmetic
and geometry”, Dr. Bisht
said. Stone quarries that ma-
nufactured beautiful objects
were found and objects like
beads found in Mohenjo-da-
ro and Harappa seem to have
been transported from Dho-
lavira, he said.

The site also has several
gates, including the North
Gate that had a signboard
above it, a first of its kind
found at Harappan sites.
While the board itself could
have been made of wood and
decomposed completely, the
gypsum letters of the inscrip-
tion were found, according
to Dr. Bisht.

Divided into a citadel, the
middle town and lower
town, Dholavira was de-
signed for different catego-
ries of residents and purpos-

es. There was a castle for an
important person, while the
middle town housed rich
merchants and generals and
the lower town was for the
common people.

An annexe used as a ware-
house, two grounds, bead-
making workshop and
graves were also found.
According to Dr. Bisht,
the larger of the two
grounds, with seating for
spectators all around, much
like stands at a stadium to-
day, was used for cart-racing,
animal races and races by
humans too. But, that wasn’t
all it was used for. A large
number of beads that would
have fallen down from the
wearers’ bodies while danc-
ing were also found at the
ground, pointing towards
festivities, he said. Evidence
of the ground being used for
trading purposes was also

found. Temporary structures
of grass and wood would
have been put up for
bazaars.

The water management
system included drains con-
structed through two mon-

(®) Dholavira

GUJARAT

soon channels and a
cascading system of
reservoirs, according to Dr.
Bisht. In houses in the lower
and middle town, septic
tanks were found. The castle
had a network of drains con-
nected to an arterial drain
that was underground.

“All these drains are usual-
ly found containing fresh wa-
ter deposits, and not sewage
nor household waste, nor
are these connected to house
drains. It was only during
Stage VI [1,950 BCE - 1,800
BCE] that a house drain
seems to be discharging into
one of the storm water
drains, when those had al-

ready become defunct.

The purpose of these
drains was surely to let
out the monsoon run-off,
which is why these are
found furnished with air
ducts at short intervals,” the
nomination dossier said.

Memorials at the city

One of the finds that stands
out are Dholavira’s memo-
rials. Dr. Bisht said they seem
to be constructed a year after
the death of the person as
there were no skeletons

NEW ORIENTAL

Class dismissed

found, though there was evi-
dence of offerings being
made. This, he said, was like
the shradh ceremony to
mark one year of a loved
one’s passing. The memo-
rials also had design that was
found in Buddhist stupas.
Now with the site getting
the World Heritage tag, ASI
officials said it would get
greater care. However, the
ASI’s own nomination dos-
sier raised concerns over the
increase in footfall at the site.
“...approximate 20,000
visitors are reported to visit
Dholavira annually. The site
witnesses minor pressure
and vandalism in terms of
visitors walking over the ex-
cavated remains due to lack
of a defined movement plan.
This, in future due to in-
crease in tourist footfall, may
pose threat to the integrity of
the excavated remains,” the

ILLUSTRATION: R. RAJESH
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nomination dossier that was
submitted in 2020 read.

While it remains to be
seen what impact a potential
increase in visitors will have
in the future, the archaeolog-
ical remains at the site show
how important mainte-
nance, or the lack thereof,
was in the past. From 2,100
BCE-2,000 BCE, there was a
general decline “particularly
in the maintenance of the ci-
ty”, seen more in the citadel,
the dossier said. There was
evidence of poor quality ce-
ramic wares that became
brittle as well as signs of de-
sertion for a few decades. Fi-
nally, the area of the city be-
gan decreasing and the last
phase of habitation had no
resemblance with the urban
features of Harappan settle-
ments. “The site was never
occupied thereafter,” the
dossier noted.
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The new Karnataka CM says his mandate is to offer a ‘clean and efficient’ govt.

Xi's govt. dealt a ‘death blow’ to private education industry with new regulations

ILLUSTRATION: J.A. PREM KUMAR

BAGESHREE S.

he biggest surprise in
Tthe Bharatiya Janata

Party’s choice for the
30th Chief Minister of Kar-
nataka was the absence of
any surprise. Following the
removal of his predecessor
B.S. Yediyurappa, after pro-
tracted subtle and not-so-
subtle manoeuvres, the saf-
fron party played it safe in
picking Basavaraj Bommai,
or so it appears for now.

He is a Lingayat like the
BJP’s old war horse Mr. Yedi-
yurappa and has made his
loyalty to the 78-year-old
evident as he took over. So
the Lingayat seers, who had
landed on the streets of Ben-
galuru and warned the BJP
that with Mr. Yediyurappa
their trusted voter base too
would walk away, seem mol-
lified, as does the communi-
ty’s strongman who has cul-
tivated this vote bank.

Less than two years to the
next Assembly polls, the
party belied the fear or anti-
cipation (depending on
one’s ideological leanings)
in not choosing a man for
the post in the template of
Yogi Adityanath. Mr. Bom-
mai, son of former Chief Mi-
nister and Janata Party lead-
er S.R. Bommai, was
groomed in the Janata Pari-
var politics and joined the
BJP as late as 2008 and has
since won thrice from Shig-
gaon Assembly constituen-
cy in north Karnataka.
While the man, with a de-
gree in Mechanical Engi-
neering, has earned the rep-
utation of an  able
administrator — handling

CM
K

key portfolios such as water
resources, home and law
and parliamentary affairs —
Mr. Bommai is not known
for hardline Hindutwa
stances. Even his age, 61,
seems to be a safe middle
ground.

The circumstances of Mr.
Bommai’s choice, amidst
several factional pulls with-
in the party, beg a series of
questions on what the BJP’s
plans and expectations are
and how the man in the hot
seat will lend himself to
them. Will he, and if so how
soon, emerge out of the sha-
dows of Mr. Yediyurappa
and how will the veteran
respond to it? Will he learn
the language of hardline
Hindutva and how will peo-
ple of Karnataka respond to
it? Or is he, for the party, an
interim arrangement until
the State is more adequately
ripe for a head-on Hindutva
agenda?

While there are too many
imponderables at this mo-
ment, there are signs of Mr.
Bommai being a political

player in his own right,
though not quite in the style
of his predecessor, who is
credited with building the
party in Karnataka through
“risky operations” such as
engineering defections with
all the attendant costs.

Image makeover

For one, while calling Mr.
Yediyurappa his mentor, Mr.
Bommai has bristled at the
suggestion that he will be a
“rubber stamp CM” con-
trolled by not just Mr. Yediy-
urappa but also his son B.Y.
Vijayendra. Soon after meet-
ing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday, he went so
far as to say that the man-
date given to him was an im-
age makeover by delivering
“a clean and efficient admi-
nistration.”

Mr. Bommai is also
shrewd enough to know that
Mr. Yediyurappa, while be-
ing a master at playing the
caste card, is not quite the
man who could ensure the
ouster of Sadanada Gowda
from the CM’s seat (who oc-

cupied it under comparable
circumstances) when he be-
gan to assert himself back in
2012. It cannot be forgotten
that Mr. Bommai was not so
loyal as to follow Mr. Yediyu-
rappa when he briefly broke
away from the BJP in 2012,
even though he never burnt
bridges with him. Many
have also pointed out that
Mr. Bommai’s views on is-
sues like the CAA and the
NRC or anti-cow slaughter
law have never been out of
line with the party’s agenda.

If symbolism is anything
to go by, Mr. Bommai, unlike
his predecessor who took
oath four times wearing a
green shawl that represents
the farmers, wore a saffron
silk shawl to the swearing in
ceremony and entered the
State Secretariat bowing at
the door in the style of Mr.
Modi. By all accounts, Mr.
Bommai is a man of mea-
sured steps and words and
has bided his time to be-
come the Chief Minister of
Karnataka in a party where
he is still seen with suspi-
cion as an “outsider” with-
out Sangh roots. Is that good
enough to keep him in the
saddle in the long run, pos-
sibly beyond 2023, is the big
question.

In the short term, the Ca-
binet expansion exercise he
has to undertake soon —
when defectors from other
parties, hardliners and pro-
and anti-Yediyurappa camp
followers are sure to pull in
different directions — will be
a tough test. Which way Mr.
Bommai leans in doing so
will say something of what
the future holds for him.

ANANTH KRISHNAN

he 2013 film American
TDreams in China tells

the extraordinary
rags-to-riches story of Yu
Minhong and the New
Oriental Education and
Technology Group. The
film, released in China in
May that year, two months
into Xi Jinping’s tenure as
China’s President, is closely
based on Mr. Yu’s life, telling
the story of three friends in
Beijing and their attempt to
secure an American visa in
search of prosperity. Two
are rejected, and instead
turn their efforts into start-
ing a language school to
help millions of others se-
cure their American dream.

The film’s resounding
commercial success under-
lined how Mr. Yu and his
company are seen by many
in China — as a poster-child
of the reform era. For a
whole generation of Chi-
nese, New Oriental became
synonymous with learning
English, and for many, with
moving abroad and seeking
their fortunes.

According to the compa-
ny, it has trained 65 million
students, including 10 mil-
lion last year, a reflection of
the recent boom in China’s
private education industry.
It currently has a network of
118 schools, 1,625 learning
stores and 48,300 teachers
on its rolls spread across 104
cities in China. It is by some
distance the biggest provid-
er of private education ser-
vices in the country.

A 2006 profile in the offi-
cial China Daily hailed Mr.

Yu as “the “godfather for
overseas study”. Indeed,
Mr. Yu’s was a success story
emblematic of China in its
age of opening up — an age
of unabashed ambition, as-
piration and achievement —
a success story, it appeared,
that the government was
happy to celebrate as well.

Crackdown

No longer, it appears. On Ju-
ly 25, Mr. Xi’s government
dealt what the Chinese me-
dia described as “a death
blow” to New Oriental and
the wider private education
industry, introducing
sweeping regulations that
are likely to bring a booming
industry to a screeching
halt. The new regulations,
industry experts say, may go
as far as turning all private
education companies into
non-profits, as well as bar-
ring them from going to the
stock market (Mr. Yu’s was
the first Chinese education-
al company to list on the
New York Stock Exchange in
2006.) Foreign capital will

largely not be allowed to
participate in the private
education sector, said the
document issued by China’s
State Council, or Cabinet.
The cited reasons were un-
derstandable, aimed at “eas-
ing the burden on Chinese
students and their families”
amid the hugely escalating
costs of private tuition.

With the new regulations,
shares of New Oriental and
TAL Education, the other
major player, crashed last
week. Both are now down
by a whopping 70% in the
past month, reeling from
the new regulations as well
as earlier anti-trust moves
that rattled the entire tech
sector in China. Completing
its fall from glory, New
Oriental last week suffered a
ratings downgrade, down to
the lowest investment-grade
rating from Moody’s and a
step away from junk.

The moves didn’t come
out of the blue. Mr. Xi has on
several occasions highlight-
ed high education costs as a
bane. Chinese authorities
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are also aware that it is the
reason most often cited in
surveys of families explain-
ing why China’s population
growth rate is falling despite
relaxing family planning
measures.

Following the anti-trust
investigations into tech
giants, including Alibaba
and Tencent last year, and
the more recent moves
against the ride-sharing
giant Didi Chuxing, the lat-
est regulations have now
dealt a hammer blow to a
third thriving industry and
left investors shell-shocked.

On July 28, China’s secur-
ities regulators convened a
meeting with major invest-
ment banks to address their
concerns, attempting to
convey a message that the
measures were industry
specific and not a broader
tech crackdown. They will
take convincing after the lat-
est bloodbath. Regulators’
moves have wiped out a
combined $800 billion in
value for China’s tech com-
panies since February, ac-
cording to Bloomberg data.

If it is true the education
regulations were to some ex-
tent a long-time coming and
had their own sector-specif-
ic logic, they will inevitably
be seen outside China as
part of a broader effort by
the Communist Party to
tame companies and indus-
tries that its regulators see
as having grown too big to
control. “Unregulated”, is
how authorities have de-
scribed them — or in other
words, more under the con-
trol of the market than the
state.

A ND-NDE
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SEBI urges peers to rethink bond market curbs

Markets watchdog calls on RBI, IRDAIL PFRDA to relax investment restrictions to help ease financing for infrastructure

VIKAS DHOOT

NEW DELHI

Calling for freer flow of funds
from provident and pension
funds, insurance firms and
banks into corporate and in-
frastructure debt, capital
markets regulator SEBI has
urged the RBI, IRDAI and
PFRDA to ease investment
curbs to make the bond mar-
ket a more functional source
of finance for industry and
infrastructure projects.

With banks struggling to
provide long-term capital,
two members of the Securi-
ties Exchange Board of India
have over the past week,
sought an urgent rethink on
the investment norms speci-
fied by its financial sector
regulator peers for participa-
tion in the corporate bond
market. This would facilitate
a quicker economic recov-
ery, they stressed.

Observing that while there

‘Home sales
plunged 58%

g-0-qin Q2

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Real estate sales plunged
58% quarter-on-quarter in
the April-June period (Q2)
as India faced the major
brunt of the second wave
of COVID-19 in April and
May, realty data and ana-
lytics platform provider
PropEquity said.

While Q1 witnessed total
sales of 1,08,420 units in
the top seven cities, Q2 saw
sales of 45,208 units.

“Stringent  lockdowns
across major cities impact-
ed housing sales as home
registrations were also sus-
pended,” PropEquity said.

However, on a year-on-
year basis, sales rose 51%
across the top seven cities
in the second quarter of
2021 to 45,208 units.

were multiple players in the
debt market, the number of
participants in each investor
class remained limited due
to the current norms thereby
constraining the pool of li-
quidity available, SEBI whole
time member Ananta Barua
said at a FICCI capital mar-
kets conference.

Listing out instances of
restrictions that limit insur-
ers’ exposure to private debt
and infrastructure financing,
he indicated that the recent
permission for pension
funds to invest up to 5% of
their corpus in Infrastruc-
ture investment trusts (IN-
VITs) was unlikely to work.

The Pension Fund Regula-
tory and Development Auth-
ority (PFRDA)’s nod, Mr. Ba-
rua said, was linked to the
INVIT having a minimum
‘AA’ or equivalent credit rat-
ing for the sponsor as well as
requiring a rating from two

—

In lockstep: There are areas where other regulators also have
to take a more proactive role, says a SEBl member. =Rreuters

rating agencies.

“It has to be understood
that INVITs’ ratings and the
ability to service debt is
based on cash flows of the
project, and has nothing to
do with the sponsor,” he
said, adding that infrastruc-
ture projects were usually
rated ‘BB’ or lower in the in-

Govt. framing standards
for services sector: Goyal

‘India seeing rapid rise in use of digital

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

India is formulating stan-
dards for the services sector
so that the country can have
‘high quality’ of services to
offer to the rest of the world,
Commerce and Industry Mi-
nister Piyush Goyal said on
Saturday. He said India was
progressing rapidly in sec-
tors such as healthcare,
home delivery, telecom and
technology.

“In India, we are formu-
lating standards for the ser-
vices ecosystem so that we
can have very high quality
of services which we offer to
the rest of the world,” the
Minister said at IACC-NIC’s
second Indo-U.S. Services
Summit. “India is also rapid-
ly progressing to become

one of the world’s largest
digital markets, be it fintech,
edutech or telemedicine,”
he added.

On legal services, he said
Indian lawyers were ‘top
class’ and have ‘huge oppor-

tunities’ opening up for
them across the globe.

Services exports from In-
dia, which were $17 billion
in 2001-02, jumped to $205
billion in 2020-21.

itial stages.

The RBI’s partial credit
guarantee enhancement
norms to help such projects
get a better rating faces prac-
tical challenges, while the
Centre’s plan to set up a Cre-
dit Enhancement Guarantee
Corporation, announced in
the Union Budget 2019, is yet

to take off. The central
bank’s partial credit guaran-
tee norms cap the extent to
which a bank can provide
credit enhancement to 20%
of the issue size.

“This means it would
need at least three banks to
get 50% credit enhancement
(needed to move from, say, a
‘BBB’ rating to ‘AA+’ needed
by insurers and PFs) and it
has been difficult to get three
banks to provide for a single
project,” said Mr. Barua.
“Hence, there may be a need
to revisit this cap,” he added.

‘Overreliance on banks’
Speaking at another meet on
financing, SEBI’s G. Mahalin-
gam warned that relying on
banks as an exclusive fund-
ing source would not be pos-
itive for the economy and
more steps were needed
from other regulators to de-
velop the bond market.

“I would still say that pen-
sion funds and insurance
companies have to be a bit
more forthcoming. There are
areas where other regulators
will also have to take a more
proactive role,” he said, call-
ing for ‘a huge change in
mindset that limits’ corpo-
rate bond exposures for reg-
ulated entities.

“In the RBI’s Liquidity Ad-
justment Facility (LAF), cor-
porate bonds are never ac-
cepted as collateral. It’s not
legally enabled, but that is
not a big problem; you have
to take it to the government,
come up with a good ration-
ale and it could be done. To-
day, it is not accepted as part
of the LAF and not even en-
shrined in the statutory li-
quidity ratio (SLR),” he said.

“At least you can start off
in the top-rated bonds as far
as the SLR facility is con-
cerned,” he suggested.

China’s factory activity grows
at slowest pace in 17 months

July’s official PMI shows raw material costs hurt businesses

REUTERS

BEIJING

China’s factory activity ex-
panded in July at the slowest
pace in 17 months as higher
raw material costs, plant
maintenance and extreme
weather weighed on busi-
nesses, adding to concerns
about a slowdown in the se-
cond-biggest economy.

The official manufactur-
ing Purchasing Manager’s In-
dex (PMI) eased to 50.4 in Ju

ly from 50.9 in June, data
from the National Bureau of
Statistics (NBS) showed, but
stayed above the 50-point
mark that separates growth
from contraction.

Analysts had expected it
to slip to 50.8. It was the low-

est figure since the index
slumped to 35.7 in February
2020, after China began
lockdowns to control the co-
ronavirus pandemic.

An NBS official said in a
statement the PMI’s sub-in-
dex for production slipped
to 51.0 from 51.9 in June,
pointing to equipment main-

tenance and extreme weath-
er. The new order sub-index
fell to 50.9, from 51.5, re-
flecting a slowdown in
demand.

A sub-index for raw mate-
rial costs stood at 62.9 in Ju-
ly, compared with June’s
61.2, pointing to an increase
in costs. High raw material
prices have eaten into the
profitability of industrial
firms and deterred some
Chinese exporters from tak-
ing on orders.

Authorities are eager to
prevent high factory-gate
prices being passed on to
consumers, which would
only add to current econom-
ic headaches as underlying
demand remains weak.

[T offshoring rises
as large, multi-year
deals spur trend

‘Higher offshoring helps raise margins’

MINI TEJASWI
BENGALURU

The proportion of work
done offshore has risen for
Indian software companies
over the past year, spurred
by large transformation con-
tracts and multi-year deals
that allow more of software
services to be executed at lo-
cations far removed from
client premises.

Domestic technology ser-
vices providers of all sizes —
large firms such as Infosys,
and Wipro, and mid-tier
ones including Mindtree
and L&T Infotech — have
witnessed the trend.

In the quarter ended June
2021, Infosys reported an
offshore ratio of 75.9% as
against 72% a year earlier.

Wipro said its offshore
contribution was 54% in the
June quarter as against 50%
in the corresponding, year-
earlier period. Consequent-
ly, the quarter saw its onsite
ratio declining to 46% from
50% a year earlier. The
quarter ended March saw
the offshore figure at 54.5%

Analysts said most dom-
estic technology services
firms now have a higher off-
shore ratio and have benefit-
ed from the pandemic-trig-
gered rise in offshoring in
the last four quarters.

‘Clear shift’
“Higher offshoring has been
clearly helping tech firms in
expanding  profitability,”
said an analyst at Emkay
Global Financial Services.
“The offshore business op-
erates at higher gross mar-
gins and as the mix shifts to-
wards offshoring, it
supports [higher] margins,”
the analyst added.
Confirming a clear shift
towards offshoring, Dayapa-
tra Nevatia, executive direc-

Rising offshore
contribution
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tor and chief operating offic-
er, Mindtree, said work
done offshore by the firm
had increased by more than
300 basis points in the last
one year. “This is because of
our growing focus on large
transformational pro-
grammes as well as multi-
year deals, which allow
more work to be done off-
shore,” he said. “The trend
has been further aided by
greater openness to strateg-
ic IT partnerships, specifi-
cally in Europe, along with
remote and distributed
work models,” he added.

Sanjay Jalona, CEO & MD,
L&T Infotech (LTI), said the
pandemic had expanded
the perimeter of what could
be done remotely.

“At 17%, LTI has one of
the lowest onsite ratios, and
even as we create jobs glo-
bally, we expect this trend
to continue,” he said. “The
resilient tech industry has
proved that it is possible to
strategise, execute and de-
liver efficiently through this
model,” Mr. Jalona added.

However, other industry
sources preferred to wait
before terming this a trend.
How the momentum for re-
mote working pans out as
the pandemic ebbs and peo-
ple return to offices is a key
factor, they said.

IT services

BCCI hits back at Gibbs and PCB

South African alleged that he was stopped from playing in KPL

TV PICKS

TNPL 2021: Star Sports 2 (SD
& HD), 3.30 p.m. & 7.30 p.m.
F1: Hungarian GP: SS Select 2
(SD & HD), 6.30 p.m.

Tokyo 2020: Sony Ten 2,3 &
Sony Six (SD & HD), 5 a.m.on-
wards (Monday).

Sangakkara
sympathises
with Stokes

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
LONDON

Sri Lanka great Kumar San-
gakkara said players could
“only deal with so much”
after it was announced that
England all-rounder Ben
Stokes was taking an indefi-
nite break from all forms of
cricket to “prioritise his
mental well-being”.

Sangakkara told Sky
Sports: “It must be a very,
very tough time for Ben
and his family. It won’t be a
decision made easily but
(it) brings into focus the le-
vel elite players play at —
your coping mechanism
can only deal with so
much.

“A lot of time away from
home, in bubbles, restric-
tions in terms of freedom
of movement, then the ad-
ded pressures of perform-
ing at such a high level in
the public eye.”

Ramkumar
loses in
quarterfinals

LEXINGTON (usa): Ramkumar
Ramanathan was beaten 7-
6(4), 6-4 by Alajandro Tabi-
lo of Chile in the quarterfi-
nals of the $52,080 Chal-
lenger tennis tournament
here.

Other results:

$60,000 ITF women,
Versmold, Germany: Doubles
(semifinals): Anna Danilina
(Kaz) & Valeriya Strakhova
(Ukr) bt Arianne Hartono
(Ned) & Rutuja Bhosale 6-3,
0-6, [10-5].

CcM
K

CRICKET

ANI
NEW DELHI

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) has
slammed former South Afri-
ca batsman Herschelle Gibbs
and the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB), saying it is well
within its rights to take deci-
sions with respect to the
cricketing ecosystem in the
country.

The BCCI was responding
to Gibbs, who said that the
Indian board had stopped
him from playing in the
Kashmir Premier League
(KPL).

Kicking up a storm: Gibbs' tweet about the BCCl evoked a
strong reaction from the Indian board. =arp

Reacting to the PCB state-
ment that it would approach
the ICC about the interfe-
rence, a BCCI official said the

Pakistan board was welcome
to raise the issue with the in-
ternational body.

Earlier on Saturday, Gibbs

took to Twitter to say: “Com-
pletely unnecessary of the
BCCI to bring their political
agenda with Pakistan into
the equation and try to pre-
vent me from playing in the
KPL and threatening me say-
ing they won't allow entry in-
to India for any cricket-relat-
ed work. Ludicrous.”

Gibbs was planning to
play for Overseas Warriors in
the six-team Kashmir Pre-
mier League, which will be
held from August 6 to 17.

Incidentally, several form-
er England players — Monty
Panesar, Matt Prior, Phil
Mustard, and Owais Shah —
have withdrawn from the
KPL.

Lewis Hamilton chalks up his 101st pole

Bottas ensures a Mercedes front-row lockout

HUNGARIAN GP

REUTERS
BUDAPEST

Seven-times World cham-
pion Lewis Hamilton took
pole position ahead of team-
mate Valtteri Bottas, who
handed Mercedes a front-
row lockout in Saturday’s
qualifying for the Hungarian
Grand Prix.

He lapped the 4.3km of a
sweltering Hungaroring in
one minute, 15.419 seconds,
0.315 seconds quicker than
Bottas. Crucially, he was
0.421s quicker than Red Bull
title rival Max Verstappen in
third.

“I think its been amazing
teamwork from everyone
this weekend,” said Hamil-
ton, after chalking up his
101st career pole and first in
six races.

“It’s been amazing to see
everyone coming together,
rallying up and pushing for-
ward,” the Briton, gunning
for a 100th win and record

Zipping: Lewis Hamilton speeding around the Hungaroring race track during qualifying. =arp

ninth at the circuit on Sun-
day, added.

Verstappen, who leads
Hamilton by eight points in
the overall standings, was
disappointed to miss out on
a fifth successive pole.

“Clearly, the whole wee-
kend so far we’ve been a bit
behind and it showed again
in qualifying,” said the 23-
year-old, whose rivalry with
Hamilton stepped up a gear
after a collision with the Mer-
cedes driver put him out of
the last race in Britain.

The hour-long session was
briefly halted in the second
phase when Ferrari’s Carlos
Sainz spun off into the bar-
riers at the last corner.

The Spaniard, fourth in
the opening part of qualify-
ing on a strong weekend for
the Maranello-based squad,
will start 15th.

Starting grid: Front row: Le-
wis Hamilton (Mercedes), Valt-
teri Bottas (Mercedes); Second
row: Max Verstappen (Red
Bull), Sergio Perez (Red Bull);
Third row: Pierre Gasly (Alpha-
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Tauri), Lando Norris (McLaren);
Fourth row: Charles Leclerc
(Ferrari), Esteban Ocon (Al-
pine); Fifth row: Fernando
Alonso (Alpine), Sebastian Vet-
tel (Aston Martin); Sixth row:
Daniel Ricciardo (McLaren),
Lance Stroll (Aston Martin).

Seventh row: Kimi Raikko-
nen (Alfa Romeo), Antonio Gio-
vinazzi (Alfa Romeo); Eighth
row: Carlos Sainz (Ferrari), Yuki
Tsunoda (AlphaTauri); Ninth
row: George Russell (Williams),
Nicholas Latifi (Williams); 10th
row: Nikita Mazepin (Haas),
Mick Schumacher (Haas).
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Anand to lead India

CHESS

RAKESH RAO
NEW DELHI

Five-time World champion
Viswanathan Anand will
lead joint champion India in
the second FIDE online ra-
pid chess championship to
be held from September 8 to
15.

The team comprises
Anand, Vidit Gujrathi, P. Ha-
rikrishna, Nihal Sarin, R.
Praggnanandhaa, K. Hum-
py, D Harika, Bhakti Kulkar-
ni, R. Vaishali and B. Savitha
Shri. Grandmaster Abhijit
Kunte will be the non-play-
ing vice-captain.

The team, sponsored by
IT major Microsense, will be
staying in a five-star hotel in
Chennai during the course
of the championship.

The All-India Chess Fed-
eration president (AICF)
Sanjay Kapoor explained
the move to get the team un-
der one roof for an online
event as, “a step to provide a
healthy atmosphere where
the team members get along
well.”

AICF secretary Bharat
Singh Chauhan said, “we
are working on different le-
vels to bring more benefits
to the game to make India
the No. 1 chess-playing na-
tion in the world.”

Udana quits
Lankan team
after pay row

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
COLOMBO

Sri  Lankan  white-ball
player Isuru Udana, who
had resisted recent pay res-
tructuring, quit the nation-
al team on Saturday in an
apparent move to join fo-
reign leagues.

SLC said Udana was re-
tiring from national duties
with immediate effect. “I
believe the time has come
for me to make way for the
next generation,” the Board
quoted Udana as saying in
his letter of resignation.

Corfe Castle for Sultan Pheroze Plate

HYDERABAD: Trainer L. D’Silva’s
ward Corfe Castle, who won well
in his last start at Mumbai over
1,200m, is in good shape and
should win the Sultan Pheroze
Plate, the main event of Sunday’s
(Aug. 1) races here. Rails will be
announced one hours before the
first race.

ROYSTON ROCK PLATE

(1,200m) (Terms) Maiden, 3-y-o
only (Cat. II), 1.30 p.m.: 1. Ashwa
Sultan (8) Ashad Asbar 56, 2.
Dream Jewel (4) Kiran Naidu 56,
3. Flying Rudolf (10) G. Naresh 56,
4. Gurbaaz (15) Kuldeep Singh 56,
5. Jean Lafette (12) R. Ajinkya 56,
6. November Rain (6) Ajit Singh
56, 7. Special Effort (16) Surya
Prakash 56, 8. Zeus (5) Trevor 56,
9. Deccan Valour (1) B.R. Kumar
54.5, 10. Flower (11) Md. Ismail
54.5, 11. Galwan (14) Nikhil Naidu
54.5, 12. Golden Amaris (2) Afroz
Khan 54.5, 13. Inside Story (7) Na-
khat Singh 54.5, 14. Keystone (9)
Akshay Kumar 54.5, 15. Miss Little
Angel (13) A.A. Vikrant 54.5 and
16. Wild Card (3) Koushik 54.5.
1. KEYSTONE, 2. ZEUS,
3. MISS LITTLE ANGEL

FAIR TRIAL PLATE (DIV. II)

(1,200m) rated 20 to 45 (Cat.
1), 2.05: 1. Big Brave (5) Ajit
Singh 60, 2. Different (1) Surya
Prakash 58.5, 3. All Time Legend
(4) Akshay Kumar 58, 4. Cast-
lerock (9) Ajeeth Kumar 57.5, 5.
Blue Valentine (10) Trevor 57, 6.
Catalina (7) Ashad Asbar 56.5, 7.
Rhine (3) B.R. Kumar 54, 8. Red
River (2) R.S. Jodha 53, 9. Silver
Set (8) Md. Ismail 53, 10. Cracker-
show (11) G. Naresh 52.5 and 11.
Sun Dancer (6) B. Nikhil 52.5.
1. CASTLEROCK,
2. BLUE VALENTINE, 3. CATALINA

FAIR TRIAL PLATE (DIV. I)
(1,200m) rated 20 to 45 (Cat.

110), 2.40: 1. Xfinity (1) Akshay Ku-
mar 60, 2. The Prospect (8) A.A.
Vikrant 58.5, 3. Soul Empress (5)
Ajeeth Kumar 58, 4. Kingston (-),
5. Mandala Bay (3) Trevor 55, 6.
Stud Poker (7) R. Ajinkya 55, 7.
Flamingo Fame (2) G. Naresh 53,
8. Starwalker (4) P. Gaddam 52.5,
9. Urvasi (10) Abhay Singh 52.5,
10. Story Teller (6) R.S. Jodha 51
and 11. Top In Class (9) Surya
Prakash 51.

1. XFINITY, 2. MANDALA BAY,

3. THE PROSPECT

ANAB E SHAHI PLATE (DIV. I)

(1,200m), rated up to 25 (Cat.
11I), 3.15: 1. Alluri’s Pride (Ex: Shiv-
alik Meadow) (2) Nikhil Naidu 62,
2. Misty River (9) Gaurav Singh
62, 3. Astronaut (4) P. Gaddam
61.5, 4. Air Salute (10) N.B.
Kuldeep 61, 5. Mt. Davidson (7)
Mukesh Kumar 61, 6. Battle Ready
(12) Akshay Kumar 60.5, 7. Eleg-
ant Stroke (1) B.R. Kumar 60.5, 8.
Exponent (8) Nakhat Singh 59.5,
9. Secret Command (14) Kiran
Naidu 59, 10. Proud Legacy (15)
Ajeeth Kumar 58.5, 11. Turf Mon-
arch (6) Md. Ismail 58.5, 12. Felix
Flame (11) Kuldeep Singh 58, 13.
Acadian Angel (16) G. Naresh 57.5,
14. N R I Flame (5) B. Nikhil 57.5,
15. Moka (3) A.A. Vikrant 54.5 and
16. Moment Of Silence (13) Afroz
Khan 50.
1. BATTLE READY,
2. AIR SALUTE, 3. ACADIAN ANGEL

SULTAN PHEROZE PLATE

(1,200m) rated 80 and above
(Cat. I), 3.50: 1. Corfe Castle (3)
Gaurav Singh 63, 2. Victory
Parade (5) Deepak Singh 60, 3.
Moondancer (4) Mukesh Kumar
57, 4. Lightning Bolt (8) Trevor
56.5, 5. Galloping Gangster (6) R.
Ajinkya 56, 6. Premier Action (1)
Kuldeep Singh 54.5, 7. Trump Girl
(10) Abhay Singh 50, 8. Smashing

Blue (7) Akshay Kumar 50, 9.
Prince Valiant (2) Surya Prakash
50 and 10. The Great Gatsby (9)
S.S. Tanwar 50.

1. CORFE CASTLE, 2. LIGHTNING
BOLT, 3. SMASHING BLUE

FAIRWAY PLATE (1,600m)

rated 20 to 45 (Cat. III), 4.25:
1. Best Buddy (6) Nakaht Singh 61,
2. Call Of The Blue (7) A.A.
Vikrant 61, 3. Advance Guard (8)
Nikhil Naidu 59.5, 4. Horse O’
War (9) Mukesh Kumar 59.5, 5.
Campania (2) Trevor 59, 6. Solo
Winner (5) R.S. Jodha 57.5, 7.
Lamha (4) Akshay Kumar 57, 8.
Grand Finale (1) B.R. Kumar 53.5
and 9. Lorena (3) Md. Ismail 53.
1. CAMPANIA, 2. LAMHA,
3. BEST BUDDY

ANAB E SHAHI PLATE (DIV. II)
(1,200m) rated up to 25 (Cat.
1I), 5.00: 1. Elmira (4) N.B.
Kuldeep 62, 2. N R I Touch (2) Ak-
shay Kumar 62, 3. Winning Player
(13) Gaurav Singh 61.5, 4. Due Dili-
gence (11) Trevor 61, 5. Fantastic
Show (12) Ajeeth Kumar 60.5, 6.
Golden Forza (8) Nikhil Naidu
60.5, 7. Jo Malone (9) Mukesh Ku-
mar 60.5, 8. New Role (7) R.S.
Jodha 59.5, 9. Sacred Lamp (14) B.
Nikhil 59, 10. Charcoal (3) Ajit
Singh 58.5, 11. Let It Be Me (15)
B.R. Kumar 58.5, 12. Hip Hop (10)
C.P. Bopanna (10) 58, 13. India
Gate (5) A.A. Vikrant 57, 14. That’s
My Speed (1) Kuldeep Singh 57, 15.
Ice Berry (6) Nakhat Singh 53.5
and 16. Sheldon (16) G. Naresh
53.5.
1. DUE DILIGENCE,
2. N R1TOUCH, 3. ELMIRA
Day’s Best: XFINITY
Jackpot: 3,4,5,6 & 7.
Mini Jackpot: (i) 1, 2, 3 & 4. (ii) 4,
56&7
Treble : () 2,3 & 4. (i) 5, 6 & 7.
Tanala : All races.
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Thompson-Herah defends 100m crown in style

Jamaicans sweep the podium; discus thrower Kamalpreet enters final, long jumper Sreeshankar crashes out

——
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In the limelight: Thompson-Herah led a Jamaican 1-2-3 in the 100m, Kamalpreet finished second in the qualification round and Poland won Olympics' first mixed relay gold. =GetTy mAGEs & AP

STAN RAYAN

efending champion

Elaine Thompson-Herah
stole the thunder from Shel-
ly-Ann  Fraser-Pryce and
emerged as the fastest wo-
man at the Tokyo Olympics
as Jamaica swept the 100m
medals on Saturday.

A gold would have made
the 34-year-old Fraser-Pryce
the first woman in history to
win three Olympic 100m tit-
les but Thompson-Herah
broke away from the World

MEDAL EVENTS

27 Gold medals are on offer
at the Games on Sunday
Artistic gymnastics: Men's
Floor Exercise, Men's Pommel
Horse, Women's Vault, Wo-
men's Uneven Bars

Athletics: Men's 100m, Men's
High Jump, Women's Triple
Jump, Women's Shot Put
Badminton: Women's Singles
Boxing: Men's Welterweight,
Men's Light Heavyweight
Cycling BMX Freestyle: Men's
& women's Park

Diving: Women's 3m Spring-
board; Fencing: Men's Foil
Team; Golf: Men

Sailing: Men's One Person
Dinghy-Laser, Women's One
Person Dinghy-Laser Radial
Swimming: Women's 50m
Freestyle, Women's 4x100m
Medley Relay, Men's 50m
Freestyle, Men's 1500m
Freestyle, Men's 4x100m Me-

dley Relay

Tennis: Men's Singles, Wo-
men's  Doubles, Mixed
Doubles

Weightlifting: Women's 76kg

GOLDIES

Caeleb Dressel. =arp

Mete Gazoz (Tur): Archery:
Men's individual

Daniel Stahl (Swe): Athletics:
Men's discus

Elaine Thompson-Herah
(Jam): Athletics: Women's
100m

Poland: Athletics: 4x400m
Mixed Relay

Lee Yang & Wang Chi-Lin
(Tpe): Badminton: Men's
doubles

ROC: Fencing: Women's sabre
team

France: Judo: Mixed Team
New Zealand: Rugby Sevens:
Women

Yunxiu Lu (China): Sailing:
Women's Windsurfer RS:X
Kiran Badloe (Ned): Sailing:
Men's Windsurfer RS:X

Nina Christen (Sui): Shooting:
Women 50m Rifle 3 positions
Fatima Galvez & Alberto Fer-
nandez (Esp): Shooting: Trap
Mixed Team

Katie Ledecky (USA): Swim-

ming: Women's 800m
freestyle
Kaylee McKeown (Aus):

Swimming: Women's 200m
backstroke

Caeleb Dressel (USA): Swim-
ming: Men's 100m butterfly
Great Britain: Swimming:
Mixed 4x100m medley relay
Belinda Bencic (Sui): Tennis:
Women's singles

lvan Litvinovich (Blr): Tram-
poline gymnastics: Men

Great Britain: Triathlon: Mixed
team relay

Lyu Xiaojun (Chn): Weightlift-
ing: Men's 81kg

Fares Ibrahim Elbakh (Qat):
Weightlifting: Men's 96kg

CM
K

champion at the halfway
mark and won comfortably
in 10.61s, the second fastest
time in history which broke
Florence Griffith Joyner’s 33-
year-old Olympic record
(10.62). Fraser-Pryce (10.74)
and Shericka Jackson (10.76)
took silver and bronze.

Meanwhile World cham-
pion USA, disqualified for a
faulty exchange in the
4x400m mixed relay heats,
was reinstated in the final by
a jury decision on Saturday
but it could only take bronze

with Poland pulling off a
shocking victory in 3:09.87s.

Later, Sweden celebrated
a wonderful day in men’s
discus throw with World
champion Daniel Stahl
(68.90m) and Simon Petters-
son (67.39) taking gold and
silver.

Earlier, discus thrower Ka-
malpreet Kaur became the
first Indian in athletics to en-
ter a final in Tokyo after fin-
ishing an impressive second
in the qualification round
with 64m. But former Asian

TOKY0 2020

Games champion Seema An-
til-Punia, who was compet-
ing in her fourth Olympics,
failed to make the cut with

just 60.57m.

Seema had qualified for

Tokyo with 63.72m at last
month’s inter-Nationals. On-
ly two achieved the automat-
ic qualification standard of
64m.

Kamalpreet is now only
the 11th Indian ever and the
second woman discus throw-
er to qualify for an Olympic
final.

The 25-year-old from Pun-
jab, who has a personal best
of 66.59m, opened her qual-
ification series with 60.29m
and then produced 63.97
and 64m, to finish behind

Vandana 'tricks as Indian women qualify

Beat South Africa, book a quarterfinal berth for the first time

HOCKEY

SHYAM VASUDEVAN
TOKYO

Vandana Kataria’s hat-trick
inspired the India women to
a4-3 win over South Africa in
their final group game.

Rani’s side made it to the
quarterfinals after Ireland
lost to Great Britain later in
the day and will face Pool B
winner Australia in the last
eight.

This is the first time the In-
dian women have qualified
for the quarterfinals at the
Olympics.

It may be recalled that In-
dia had finished fourth in
Moscow 1980, when wo-
men’s hockey was intro-
duced at the Games, in a six-
team league format where
the top three won medals.

In the fourth minute, Van-
dana put India in front. Ho-
wever, the Proteas equalised
in the 14th minute as Tarryn
Glasby converted Taryn Mal-
lett’s long pass.

Bencic digs in, takes gold

in the Olympics

Joy unbound: Vandana, centre, is gung-ho after scoring a goal in the 4-3 win. =p1i

Three minutes later, India
went ahead again when Van-
dana diverted Deep Grace
Ekka’s drag-flick into the net.

However, South Africa
struck back with less than 30
seconds left in the second
quarter, as captain Erin Hun-
ter got on the scoresheet.

Djokovic’s Tokyo nightmare ends

TENNIS

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TOKYO

Belinda Bencic became the
first Swiss woman to win the
Olympic tennis singles title
with a battling three-set vic-
tory over Czech Marketa
Vondrousova on Saturday.

The 24-year-old Bencic
edged out Vondrousova 7-5,
2-6, 6-3 on her second
match-point after two and
half hours on court.

In line for double

Bencic will be in line for a
double when she plays Sun-
day's doubles final alongside
Viktorija Golubic against
Czechs Barbora Krejcikova
and Katerina Siniakova.

Earlier, men’s World No. 1

Novak Djokovic pulled out
of his mixed doubles bronze
medal match with a shoul-
der injury. The 34-year-old
Serb, who could become the
first man to complete a ca-
lendar Grand Slam since
Rod Laver in 1969, is doubt-
ful for the US Open, which
gets underway on August
30.

The withdrawal in Tokyo
came after the 20-time Ma-
jor champion lost his cool
and smashed racquets on
way to a surprise 6-4, 6-7(6),
6-3 defeat against Pablo Car-
reno Busta in the bronze-
medal match.

Elina Svitolina became
Ukraine’s first Olympic me-
dallist in tennis, securing
the bronze.

She beat Kazakh Elena
Rybakina 1-6, 7-6(5), 6-4.

Golden moment: Bencic celebrates her best ever win. =arp

India made it 3-2 within
two minutes of the third
quarter as Neha got into the
scoring act.

South Africa scored in the
last minute of the quarter
through Marizen Marais.

The final 15 minutes
proved crucial as Sjoerd Ma-

Mete Gazoz... Turkish
delight, scetTyImMAGEs

Atanu loses as Gazoz
prevents Korean sweep

Atanu Das lost to London
Olympics silver medallist
Takaharu Furukawa of
Japan 4-6 (25-27, 28-28,
28-27, 28-28, 26-27) in a third
round match of the men’s
individual archery event on
Saturday. Mete Gazoz of
Turkey claimed the title to
deny South Korea a sweep.
Korea won the team events,
the women individual and
mixed team golds.

Anjum finishes 15th;
Tejaswini 33rd

Former world record holder
Anjum Moudgil shot 1167
(390-kneeling, 395-prone,
382-standing) to miss the
final by four points, and
finish 15th, in women’s
50-metre rifle 3-position
shooting event on Saturday.
Tejaswini Sawant, former
World champion in rifle
prone, shot 1154 for the 33rd
spot.

rijne’s side took the lead for
the fourth, and final time, as
Vandana tapped home Gurjit
Kaur’s drag-flick off a penalty
corner.

Vandana, 29, became the
first Indian woman to score a
hat-trick at the Olympic
Games.

Lahiri slips to joint 28th;
Schauffele ahead

Anirban Lahiri tumbled to
the tied 28th place after

shooting a three-under 68 in

the third round of the
Olympics golf competition
on Saturday. He has a
three-round tally of
six-under 207. Compatriot
Udayan Mane with 215 (76,
69, 70) was tied 55th in the
60-player field.

USA’s Xander Schauffele
(68, 63, 68) retained his top
spot at 199, one stroke
ahead of home favourite
Hideki Matsuyama (69, 64,
67).

Biles withdraws from

two individual events

USA Gymnastics says
Simone Biles has decided to
withdraw from the vault
and uneven bars finals. She
continues to be evaluated
daily to determine whether
she’ll compete in the finals
for floor exercise and
balance beam.

Fares Elbakh...
power-packed display. =ap
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TOKYO TITBITS

American Valarie Allman
(66.42).

Long jumper M. Sreeshan-
kar, who appeared to have
lost much of his spring in the
last few weeks, came up with
a weak 7.69m in the qualifi-
cation round and missed the
final.

The 22-year-old, who bet-
tered his national record
with 8.26m in March, had a
disappointing series (7.69,
7.51 and 7.43) and finished
13th in his group and 25th ov-
erall.

Tzu-ying exacts
revenge on Sindhu

BADMINTON

SHYAM VASUDEVAN
TOKYO

P.V. Sindhu had beaten Tai
Tzu-ying in straight games
on way to the silver at the
2016 Rio Olympics. Tzu-
ying, who has beaten the In-
dian nine times since, got
her ultimate revenge five
years later as she stormed to
a 21-18, 21-12 victory in their
Tokyo Olympics semifinal
clash here on Saturday.
Sindhu will have a shot at
a second successive Olym-
pic medal when she takes
on China’s He Bingjao for
the bronze on Sunday. Tzu-
ying will face another Chi-
nese Chen Yufei in the final.

Deceitful drops

All the shuttlers who’ve
played Tzu-ying are aware of
her weapon - deceitful
drops. Sindhu managed to
counter it well in the open-
ing game and raced to a 7-3
lead. But Tzu-ying fought
back in style.

From 11-11, the Chinese
Taipei shuttler dominated
the exchanges. Time and
again, she made Sindhu dart
across the court. However,
the Indian used her pheno-
menal reach and athleticism
to keep the rallies alive.

There was little to sepa-
rate the two as they were
locked 17-17. At this stage,
Tzu-ying profited from a net
cord and wrapped up the
game with a down-the-line

Shock exit for Ami;
Pooja, too, bows out

BOXING

Y.B. SARANGI

India had a lacklustre day
in the boxing ring as Asian
champion Pooja Rani and
World championships silver
medallist Amit Panghal exit-
ed from the Tokyo Olympics
on Saturday.

The 30-year-old Pooja
could not make an impact
on the superior Chinese
boxer Li Qian who won their
women’s 75kg quarterfinal
bout 5-0.

Earlier, top seed and me-
dal contender Amit Panghal
crashed out after losing his
52kg pre-quarterfinal bout
1-4 to Colombian Yuberjen
Martinez, a Rio Olympics sil-
ver medallist in light

flyweight.

The 25-year-old Panghal
dominated the first round
with his excellent footwork
backed by solid shots. The
Indian established an early
advantage as he won the

Dina Asher-Smith. =ap

Injured Dina Asher-Smith
pulls out of 200m

World 200m champion
Dina Asher-Smith said on
Saturday she was pulling
out of the event because of a
hamstring injury.

Fares Elbakh is

Qatar’s pride

Qatar’s Fares Elbakh won
his country’s first Olympic
title, claiming the men’s
96kg weightlifting gold on
Saturday.

INDIANS IN ACTION

Badminton: Women's singles
(bronze medal match): P.V.
Sindhu vs He Bingjiao (Chn), 5
p.m.
Boxing: Men's super heavy-
weight (quarterfinals): Satish
Kumar vs Bakhodir Jalolov
(Uzb), 9.35 a.m.
Equestrian: Cross Country - In-
dividual: Fouaad Mirza, 5.15
a.m.
Golf: Men's individual (fourth
round): Udayan Mane (4.10
a.m.), Anirban Lahiri (5.55
a.m.).
Hockey: Men (quarterfinals):
vs Great Britain, 5.30 p.m.

All times IST.
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Amit Panghal. =pmi
opener 4-1. However, the ex-
perienced 29-year-old Co-
lombian surprised Amit
with a change in gameplan.

Martinez chased Amit
around the ring, spraying
punches and making the In-
dian’s moves ineffective.

He took the second round
4-1.

The Colombian went on
to win the final round 5-0.

Satish Kumar (+91kg) is
the only Indian male boxer
left in the Tokyo Games.

PV.Sindhu. e

smash. Sindhu began the se-
cond game well, but was un-
able to settle in as Tzu-ying
took a four-point lead (10-6).
The latter pulled away to
16-8 and sealed the contest
21-12 to reach her maiden
Olympic final.

“It’s a bit sad that I am not
on the winning side, but I
have one more match to go.
I need to keep my tempo go-
ing, recover soon and come
back on Sunday,” said Sind-
hu, adding that her oppo-
nent hardly committed any
unforced error.

Tzu-ying echoed Sindhu's
view. “I reduced my errors
and produced my best per-
formance,” she said.

INDIAN ODYSSEY

Archery: Men's individual:
1/8 eliminations: Atanu Das
lost to Takaharu Furukawa
(Jpn) 4-6.

Athletics: Women: Discus:
Qualification, Group A: 6.
Seema Punia, Did Not Qualify
(DNQ) for final; Qualification,
Group B: 2. Kamalpreet Kaur
(enters final).

Men: Long jump: Qualifica-
tion, Group B: 13. M. Sreesh-
ankar, DNQ for final.
Badminton: Women's singles
(semifinals): P.V. Sindhu lost
to Tai Tzu-ying (Tpe) 18-21,
12-21.

Boxing: Women's middle-
weight (quarterfinals): Pooja
Rani lost to Li Qian (Chn).
Men's flyweight (round of
16): Amit Panghal lost to Yu-
berjen Martinez (Col).
Equestrian: Eventing Dres-
sage: 9. Fouaad Mirza.

Golf: Men's individual (round
3): Anirban Lahiri (T-28),
Udayan Mane (T-55).

Hockey: Women (Pool A): bt
South Africa 4-3.

Sailing: Men: 49er: K.C. Ga-
napathy and Varun Thakkar
(17th overall after 12 races).
DNQ for medal race.
Shooting: Women's 50m Ri-
fle 3 Positions (qualification):
15. Anjum Moudgil, 33. Tejas-
wini Sawant. DNQ for final.

The Dressel, Ledecky

caravans roll on
Two World records go under

SWIMMING

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TOKYO

Caeleb Dressel set a new
100m butterfly World re-
cord to grab his third gold
here on Saturday, as Katie
Ledecky underlined her do-
minance of distance swim-
ming with a third Olympic
800m freestyle title.

Explosive

Two-time World champion
Dressel was always going to
be tough to beat, and he ex-
ploded from the blocks and
turned first, roaring home
in 49.45 seconds, ahead of
200m winner Kristof Milak
(49.68s) to shatter his own

e

previous world best 49.50s
set in 2019.

Ledecky led all the way to
touch in 8:12.57s and out-
paced Australia’s Ariarne
Titmus, while Australian
backstroke star Kaylee
McKeown added the 200m
title to her 100m crown in
an eye-popping 2:04.68s

Britain’s heroics

In the mixed relay’s Olym-
pic bow, the British team of
Kathleen Dawson, Peaty,
James Guy and Anna Hop-
kin came out on top.

It lowered the previous
world record of 3:38.41s set
by China last year, with the
Chinese second and Austra-
lia third.

Fantastic four: The Great Britain quartet of Adam Peaty,
James Guy, Anna Hopkin and Kathleen Dawson that set a
new World mark in mixed 4x100m medley relay =arp
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