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Akhilesh sees 400 seats
in SP's kitty in 2022 polls
LUCKNOW

Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav on Thursday
said given the resentment
among people towards the
Yogi Adityanath government
in U.P., his party could even
win 400 out of 403 seats in
2022 Assembly polls.

NEWS » PAGE 8

Delhi terminates study
on sources of pollution
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government has
terminated a study to find the
sources of air pollutants on a
real-time basis despite paying
over 88 lakh for it,
according to a government
letter. The study was allotted
on a “nomination basis"
without an open tender to the
University of Washington.
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This year, BJP’s
focus on free
ration in UP.

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW

If Narendra Modi-led BJP
dedicated August 5 last
year — exactly a year after
changing the constitution-
al status of Jammu and
Kashmir in 2019 - to
launch the construction of
the Ram Mandir, this year
the day marked the govern-
ment’s emphasis on free
ration to the poor in poll-
bound Uttar Pradesh.

DETAILS ON » PAGE 8

Not prosecuting free
oxygen suppliers, drug
controller tells Delhi HC

Court says Tight approach’ by the dept.

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

The Drugs Control Depart-
ment informed the Delhi
High Court on Thursday that
it has decided not to prose-
cute those who were in-
volved in supplying free oxy-
gen cylinders to COVID-19
patients in the Capital during
the second wave of the
pandemic.

A Bench of Justices Vipin
Sanghi and Jasmeet Singh
said the stand taken by the
department was the “right
approach”. Taking note of
the submission, the court al-
so decided to dispose of a pe-
tition seeking the lodging of
an FIR on allegations that
politicians were able to pro-
cure COVID medicines in
huge quantities even as pa-
tients were running from pil-
lar to post to get them.

‘No wrongful intention’

Senior advocate Rahul Meh-
ra, representing the Delhi go-
vernment, said they have de-
cided not to launch any
prosecution against social
organisations, individuals
and gurdwaras which pro-
cured and distributed medi-

CM
K

‘Allegations serious, truth has to
come out in snooping issue: SC

Bench directs petitioners to serve copies of their petitions on the government

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday made it clear that
“truth has to come out” in
the Pegasus snooping issue.

A Bench of Chief Justice of
India N.V. Ramana and Jus-
tice Surya Kant said the alle-
gations about the govern-
ment using Israel-based
technology to spy on civi-
lians, journalists, Ministers,
parliamentarians and acti-
vists were “no doubt se-
rious”, provided the news
reports were true.

The Bench directed the
petitioners, including senior
journalist N. Ram, the Edi-
tors Guild of India, Rajya
Sabha member John Brittas

No doubt allegations are
serious if reports in the

news are correct

If you know your phone is hacked,
why not file a criminal complaint? §

Two years back, this case came
to light... There was no serious

concern then...
Now it is suddenly
highlighted...

N.V. RAMANA
CHIEF JUSTICE OF INDIA

and five journalists reported
to be targeted by the Pegasus
spyware, to serve copies of
their petitions to the offices
of the Attorney General of
India and the Solicitor Gen-
eral. Former Union Minister

Centre moves to redact
retrospective tax law

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The government on Thurs-
day took the first step to-
wards doing away with the
contentious retrospective
tax law of 2012, which was
used to raise large tax de-
mands on foreign investors
such as Vodafone and Cairn
Energy, and blamed for vi-
tiating India’s investment
climate — less than a month
after Cairn Energy secured
an order from a French
court to freeze India’s as-
sets in Paris.

Retrospective tax clauses
Union Finance and Corpo-
rate Affairs Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman introduced
the Taxation Laws (Amend-
ment) Bill in the Lok Sabha
on Thursday to nullify the
relevant retrospective tax
clauses that were intro-
duced in 2012 to bring past
indirect transfer of Indian

assets under the ambit of
taxation. As per the pro-
posed changes, any tax de-
mand made on transac-
tions that took place before
May 2012 shall be dropped,
and any taxes already col-
lected shall be repaid, al-
beit without interest. To be
eligible, the concerned tax-
payers would have to drop
all pending cases against
the government and pro-
mise not to make any de-
mands for damages or
costs.

Former Finance Minis-
ter, the late Pranab Mukher-
jee, had introduced the re-
trospective taxation power
after the Supreme Court
held that Vodafone could
not be taxed for a 2007
transaction involving its
purchase of a 67% stake in
Hutchison Whampoa for
$11 billion.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Yashwant Sinha, represent-
ed by senior advocate Man-
ish Tiwari, has also filed a
petition.

Listing the case for August
10, the Bench said it wanted
the government to be repre-

Bigger share
Close to 88% of the
undergraduate dropouts

sented in court in the next
hearing. “Somebody should
appear for the government,”
Chief  Justice  Ramana
observed.

No formal notice to govt.
The court did not issue a for-
mal notice to the govern-
ment. Part of the court’s re-
luctance was invited by a
petition by advocate Mano-
har Lal Sharma, in which he
has arraigned individuals as
respondents.

Mr. Sharma has named
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah as personal
parties in his petition.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

No. of

dropouts

at [IT-Guwahati have Guwahati 25 88%
been frt?m reserved Delhi 29 76%
categories over the last

five years, Lok Sabha Madras 10 70%
data show. IITs with a Kanpur 41 61%
higher share of dropouts S
from reserved categories _Kharagpur 9 60%

60% of dropouts at 7 IITs
from reserved categories

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Nearly 63% of the under-
graduate dropouts at the top
seven Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) over the
past five years were from
the reserved categories, ac-
cording to Education Minis-
try data submitted in res-
ponse to a question in the
Rajya Sabha on Thursday.
Nearly 40% of the dro-
pouts were from the Sche-
duled Castes and the Sche-
duled Tribes. In some

institutions, the SC/ST share
was as high as 72%.

Disadvantaged groups
This indicates that those
who drop out of these elite
programmes disproportion-
ately belong to the disadvan-
taged groups, given that on-
ly half the undergraduate
intake in the IITs are from
the reserved categories,
while about 23% are from
the SC/ST communities.

IIT GUWAHATI » PAGE 9

Ecstasy and agony: India's skipper Manpreet Singh celebrates as a German player lies on the
ground after their bronze medal match in Tokyo on Thursday. India pipped Germany 5-4. =pri

India beats Germany, bags
bronze in men’s hockey

Wrestler Ravi Kumar Dahiya wins silver in 57 kg division

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

A more than four-decade-
long wait finally bore frui-
tion. India last won an Olym-
pic hockey medal — a gold —
at the 1980 Games in Mos-
cow and after 41 years of fad-
ing hope and enduring
angst, Manpreet Singh’s men
turned a corner.

On a pulsating Thursday
in the Tokyo Games, India
edged Germany 5-4 to se-
cure bronze through the
third-place play-off.

It was a moment equally
invested with the frenzied
thrills of the present and the

warm tug of nostalgia. Hock-
ey, India’s national game,
was once a sure-fire Olympic
medal prospect and it
showed in the trophy cabi-
net that has eight golds and
one silver, besides three
bronzes, including the latest
addition.

Indomitable Sreejesh

India found its goalscorers in
Rupinder Pal Singh, Hardik
Singh, Harmanpreet Singh
and Simranjeet Singh, with
the last-named striking
twice. Yet at one point, India
was trailing 1-3 before find-
ing a second wind and surg-

ing ahead. Germany was re-
lentless but India did not
budge and in goalkeeper
P.R. Sreejesh, it had an in-
domitable wall that thwart-
ed most rival advances. The
way the team played also re-
flected the hard yards and
strategy that coach Graham
Reid infused into his wards.

If hockey offered unbri-
dled joy, there was a silver to
be savoured too as wrestler
Ravi Kumar Dahiya emerged
second-best to Russian Zaur
Uguev in the freestyle 57 kg
final bout.
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cal oxygen to COVID patients
free of cost and without any
wrongful intention.

Mr. Mehra said the pan-
demic is not yet over and if
prosecution is launched in
such cases, no good Samari-
tan would come forward in
future to help the needy for
fear of being punished.

In the previous hearing,
the High Court had slammed
the drug controller for in-
itiating proceedings against
AAP MLA Praveen Kumar for
procuring and distributing
oxygen cylinders during the
second wave.

The court had said it
would not permit prosecu-
tion of good Samaritans for
helping society at a time
when the state had failed to
provide oxygen.

It, however, drew a dis-
tinction between the AAP
MLA’s case and that of BJP
MP from East Delhi, Gautam
Gambhir, who had stocked
and distributed a large quan-
tity of medicines to COVID-19
patients. The court re-
marked that Mr. Gambhir
had “irresponsibly hoarded
medicines” when people did
not have access to them.

»

@ VISIONIAS

INNOVATION

LIVE/ONLINE
Classes Available

www.visionias.in

FHleantiest

ooy

| Poarena ] |

" 7 IN TOP 10 SELECTIONS IN CSE 2019 ”

" |

VISHAKHA GANESH ABHISHE!
YADAV BASKA SARAF

from various programs of VISION IAS

b ()

YOU CAN
BE NEXT

RAVI |
JAIN

To know more, get
FREE Counseling
or Register

o

°®.

PERSONAL GUIDANCE SIMPLIFIED
Receive One-to-One Mentoring via
phone / email / in-person sitting

" LIVE / ONLINE cum Offline classes

English
Medium

3 Aug|1PM |26 508

EXssism

LUCKNOW
Admission Open

JAIPUR: 28" June
7AM | 5PM

#PrelimsisComing

|ABHYAAS 2021

ALL INDIA PRELIMS
MOCK TEST SERIES
(ONLINE)

GS | CSAT | GS Test 4 | 8 Aug

Reg|ster at: www.visionias.in/abhyaas

=] ETHICS

& g as previous Year UPSC Paper Case studies

Case Studies Classes

» Case studies covers all the exclusive topics
from contemporary & current issues as well

DELH | o HEAD OFFICE: Apsara Arcade, Karol Bagh | CONTACT: 8468022022,9019066066

JAIPUR PUNE HYDERABAD ; AHMEDABAD ; LUCKNOW | CHANDIGARH ; GUWAHATI
9001949244 | 8007500096 | 9000104133 9909447040 8468022022 8468022022 8468022022

() SHUBHRA RANJAN

Always Ahead

GS FOUNDATION
PRELIMS CUM MAINS 2022

STARTING FROM: 20" AUGUST 2021
(Offline / Tablet Course)

Shubhra Ranjan:
Polity & International
Relations

Nikhil Lohithakshan:
Geography and
Environment

Dr. Jayesh Khaddar:
History, Art & Culture
and IR

Saurabh Kumar:
Polity, Governance,
Social Issues and
Internal Security

COURSE FEATURES :

Vivek Singh:
Indian Economy

Atul Garg:
Ethics, Integrity
& Aptitude

= COMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE OF THE ENTIRE SYLLABUS.

= FOCUS ON CONCEPTUAL CLARITY, INTERLINKING BETWEEN
THE CONCEPTS AND THE DYNAMIC ASPECTS OF THE SYLLABUS.

= PRELIMS TEST SERIES.

= MAINS ANSWER TEST SERIES.

= EXCLUSIVE MENTORSHIP PROGRAM FOR STUDENTS THROUGH
GROUP/ONE-TO-ONE MEETINGS.

OPTIONAL COURSES

GEOGRAPHY

S*NIKHIL

LOHITHAKSHAN

ANTHROPOLOGY

¥ THIRUMURUGAN. A

& KAVITHA. K

16" AUGUST 2021

*OFFLINE / ONLINE BATCH

Admissions can be taken from any of our centers available across the Country. ENROLL NOW

> jammu@shubhraranjan.com
> dehradun@shubhraranjan.com
> lucknow@shubhraranjan.com

> bhubaneswar@shubhraranjan.com +91-7008986503

>indore@shubhraranjan.com

% 011-45612719, 9910812719

+91-8082048324
+91-7017255545
+91-9807105725

+91-7869815372
[™ delhi@shubhraranjan.com

> patna@shubhraranjan.com
> jaipur@shubhraranjan.com
> kolkata@shubhraranjan.com
> raipur@shubhraranjan.com
> bhopal@shubhraranjan.com

Scan QR Code "ﬁ.h‘ L

for Registration E' i .\

+91-7880015552
+91-7880015551

+91-9674345633
+91-7972591436
+91-8269075694

@ www.shubhraranjan.com

25 Pusa Road, 1Ist Floor, Karol Bagh, New Delhi - 110005

»

A ND-NDE



s THE HINDU
FRIDAY, AUGUST 6, 2021

‘Toolkit’ case: information not
leaked to media, police tell HC

Disha Ravi had complained of probe material, data being reproduced in media

‘Can’t find how
leak in riots
case happened

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

An enquiry has failed to es-
tablish how the details of in-
vestigation into a Delhi riots
case were shared with me-
dia, Delhi Police has told the
High Court in a status report
on accused Asif Igbal Tan-
ha’s plea alleging that the
content of chargesheets was
leaked even before cogni-
sance was taken by the
court.

Justice Mukta Gupta on
Thursday said she would
read Delhi Police’s separate
enquiry report received by
her in a sealed cover and
listed Mr. Tanha’s plea for
hearing on August 11.

Advocate Rajat Nair, ap-
pearing for Delhi Police, in-
formed the court that the
status report was also filed
in the matter. In the status
report, police said that
while a “detailed enquiry”
was conducted into the alle-
gations, it could not be
found how the alleged leak-
age took place.

DU signs MoU
with University
of Ladakh

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi University (DU)
on Thursday signed an

MoU with the University of

Ladakh for a period of five
years with the aim of a col-
laborating between the
two varsities in terms of ex-
change programmes,
sports and cultural activi-
ties and sharing of library
resources and  other
resources.

The MoU was signed by
DU Vice-Chancellor P.C.
Joshi and C. Phunsog, Vice-
Chancellor of the Universi-
ty of Ladakh, with other se-
nior officials present as
well.

Youth stabbed
to death over
friendship

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 23-year-old youth was :
stabbed to death allegedly :
over his friendship with a
girl in outer Delhi’s Mangol- :

puri on Wednesday night.

Police have registered a

case and begun probe.

DCP (Outer) Parvinder
Singh said that the victim :
has been identified as Saif,a :
resident of Mangolpuri. He :
used to work at a salon in

Paschim Vihar.

Police said thata PCR call :
was received around 9.30 :
p.m. regarding the stabbing
of a youth. When the police :
reached the spot, they were
informed that the victim :
has been taken to the hospi- :
tal where he has been de-

clared brought dead.
During  investigation,

police were informed that
Saif was roaming around !
with two of his friendsina :

park when the accused,

identified as Rizwan alias :

Kallan and Asad alias Billa,

called him to settle an old :
dispute the victim had with :
Asad. Both the accused :
then quarrelled with the
victim and stabbed him in
the stomach after which :

they fled.

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Delhi Police on Thursday
reiterated before the Delhi
High Court that it did not
leak to the media informa-
tion related to its probe
against climate change acti-
vist Disha Ravi, who alleged-
ly shared a ‘toolkit” on social
media in connection with
the ongoing farmers’ protest
against three farm laws.

In an affidavit, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Cyber Cell Unit) of the Spe-
cial Cell said the “allegation
of the petitioner [Ms. Ravi]
that the subject information
[chats of the petitioner] has
been leaked by the respon-
dent no. 1 (police), is false
and factually incorrect”.

The police said no infor-
mation or document form-
ing part of the case file, in-
cluding the subject chats,
have been shared with any

Activist Disha Ravi being brought to the cyber cell office in

Dwarka in New Delhi.

media house or individual
except the information com-
municated officially through
press briefing or broadcast,

which was a matter of

record.

The submission came in
response to a petition filed
by Ms. Ravi, who com-
plained that investigation
material, data, including
messages attributed to her,
were being telecast and re-

= FILE PHOTO: SANDEEP SAXENA

produced in the media.

Ms. Ravi apprehends that
the same have been leaked
by the investigating agency
to the media. She has sought
protection against ‘violation’
of her privacy and her right
to a fair trial.

‘Media trial’

The petition stated that Ms.
Disha “is severely aggrieved
and prejudiced by the media

DU to resume classes, practicals
for science students from Aug. 16

Teachers and staff told to be present at workplaces

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

In a notification issued on
Thursday, the Delhi Universi-
ty (DU) said that due to the
decline in the number of CO-
VID-19 cases, classes and
practical work, in respect of
postgraduate and undergrad-
uate programmes for stu-
dents in science courses will
be conducted in the physical
mode from August 16.

The notification also said
that all teaching and non-
teaching staff were required
to be present at their respec-
tive workplaces with imme-
diate effect.

Following protocol

“Taking a note of the decline
in the number of COVID-19
cases, it has been decided
that classes and practical or
project work, in respect of PG
and UG programmes, stu-
dents in science courses in
the university and its colleges

shall be conducted in physical
mode with effect from August
16, observing necessary pro-
tocols to prevent the spread
of COVID-19,” the notification
read.

The notification added:
“The online teaching and
learning activities shall conti-
nue for all other academic
programmes as per the noti-
fied academic calendar...it is
notified that all colleges,
centres, departments shall be
fully functional and therefore
all teaching and non-teaching
staff shall attend the duties at
their workplace with imme-
diate effect.”

Stating that heads of colleg-
es and departments were re-
quired to ensure COVID-19 ap-
propriate  behaviour, the
notification said, “The princi-
pals of colleges and provosts
of hostels shall ensure strict
adherence to all the guide-
lines while providing accom-
modation for eligible outsta-

Civil defence worker

arrested for

extortion

He received money in his Paytm account

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

A Delhi Civil Defence (DCD)
employee was arrested for
allegedly extorting money
from people in east Delhi’s
Ghazipur area, police said
on Thursday.

Shyam Sunder, a resident
of Mandawali, joined the
DCD in March this year. He
was currently deployed with
a team of Delhi government
officials for issuing challans
to violators of COVID-19
norms, they said.

Police said %2,000 is the
fine amount for not wearing
mask. But the accused asked
the victims to pay 1,000 for
not issuing challans.

DCP (East) Priyanka Kash-
yap said the DCD staff was
involved in extortion from
violators of COVID norms
and was arrested on
Tuesday.

“He used to receive mo-
ney in his personal Paytm
account from those violat-
ing COVID norms. The mo-
bile used to receive such
payments has also been re-
covered,” the DCP said.

According to the police,
the matter came to light
when Ravinder Pandey, a
resident of Faridabad, said
that he was travelling with
his family in a car from his
village in Gorakhpur to Fari-
dabad via Ghazipur on Au-
gust 2. He was stopped by
Shyam Sunder who first
threatened him that he
would issue a challan of
10,000 for not wearing
mask as there were five
members in his family but
later asked for 1,000 in his
Paytm account. Police said
Pandey then transferred
1,000 via Paytm app and
then made a PCR call
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tion students.”

Manoj Sinha, Principal of
Aryabhatta College said, “The
university has issued broader
guidelines and framework
and the colleges can take a
call accordingly. Institutions
have to act responsibly as we
have to be careful of the third
wave. But graded opening of
institutions is not a problem.
The implementation is up to
us. We can choose to start
with the final year students
and call small batches of stu-
dents on different days for
their practical work.”

Abha Dev Habib, treasurer
of DUTA, however said, “Can
a notice ask classes for any
stream to be held in physical
mode? It is easy to write that
all protocols should be fol-
lowed but how do you ensure
that they are followed? Can
the university expect stu-
dents to return to Delhi and
find accommodation in 10
days?”

trial surrounding her arrest
and the ongoing investiga-
tion, where she is being vis-
cerally attacked by the res-
pondent no. 1 [Special Cell,
Delhi Police] and several me-
dia houses...on the basis of
leaked investigative matter”.

On February 19, the court
ordered the police to ensure
that there was no leakage of
any documents relating to
the investigation into the FIR
against Ms. Ravi. It, however,
said the police could con-
duct press briefings in rela-
tion to the case “as per law”
so long as no rights of Ms.
Disha were violated.

The court has listed the
case for hearing on Septem-
ber 27.

The 22-year-old Ms. Disha
was arrested in Bengaluru
on February 13, 2021, and
brought to the Capital. She
was granted bail by a local
court on February 23.

St. Stephen’s College begins
admissions for UG courses

Portal to open till August 31 final list after online interviews

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

Delhi University’s St. Ste-
phen’s College began its ad-
mission process for the va-
rious undergraduate courses
on Thursday. The online ap-
plication portal will close on
August 31, according to the
college. Following the decla-
ration of cut-off marks, shor-
tlisted candidates will also
have to appear for online in-
terviews before the final list is
declared.

Admissions to the college
follows a separate procedure
and applicants have to regis-
ter on the Delhi University
portal and then complete the
application form for the col-
lege. A separate cut-off list
will be released by the col-
lege, on which a weightage of
85% is given. The remaining
15% will be based on the on-
line interviews held.

According to the prospec-
tus released by the St. Ste-

phen’s College, trials for ad-
missions under the sports
category will not be held this
year, due to the pandemic.
“Applicants should note that
the marks awarded for certifi-
cates, academic performance
and interviews will be propor-
tioned at 45%, 40% and 15%
respectively,” it read.

Last 3 year documents

The college specified that cer-
tificates from the last three
years - May 1, 2018 to April 30,
2021- will be considered for
the admissions. No changes
can be made after paying fees
and completing six segments

of the college admission form.

Students are required to in-
clude at least one language in
the best four subjects (BFS),
the college said. “You are free
to choose any language you
have studied in Class XII. You
can also choose more than
one language in the best four
subjects. In case you apply for
B.SC (Hon) Mathematics, en-
sure that you include Mathe-
matics among the subjects
that you have selected to cal-
culate the BFS, in addition to
at least one language, while
selecting checkboxes under
BFS [for Maths Hons],” the
college specified.

After completing the appli-
cation process and paying the
registration fees on the DU
portal, applicants are re-
quired to visit the college ad-
mission portal with the un-
iversity registration number.
After receiving a verification
mail, students can complete
the college application form.

Pink Line segment to start service today

With Majlis Park-Shiv Vihar stretch opening, the entire line will become functional

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Metro’s “missing
link” on the Majlis Park-Shiv
Vihar Pink Line corridor is
set to begin passenger oper-
ations from Friday. Chief Mi-
nister Arvind Kejriwal and
Union Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri will inaugurate it
through videoconferencing.

The inauguration comes
at a time when the Delhi Me-
tro is running at a reduced
carrying capacity due to res-
trictions imposed as a result
of the pandemic.

With the opening of this
stretch between Mayur Vi-
har Pocket 1 and Trilokpuri
Sanjay Lake, the entire 59
kilometre Pink Line will be-
come operational.

CM’s appeal

The Delhi Metro Rail Corpo-
ration (DMRC) on Thursday
yet again appealed to the
commuters to travel during
peak hours only when “ab-
solutely necessary and as
far as possible plan the jour-

Trial run of the Pink Line of Delhi Metro in progress in the

Capital.

=FILE PHOTO: R.V. MOORTHY

ney during off-peak hours to
avail better capacity and
avoid long queues.”

Since the resumption of
metro services on June 10,
after the second wave of the
pandemic, long queues
have been spotted outside
metro stations as a result of
regulated entry to stations.
Stations with low footfall
have one gate open while
those with a high footfall
have two operational gates,

HC seeks Centre’s response on
petition on manual scavenging

Plea seeks strict Comphance with law to prevent loss of lives

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Thursday sought response of
the Centre on an application
seeking to ensure strict com-
pliance with the 2013 law on
manual scavengers to pre-
vent loss of lives due to ma-
nual cleaning of sewers and
septic tanks.

A Bench of Chief Justice
D.N. Patel and Justice Jyoti
Singh allowed lawyer and so-
cial activist Amit Sahni’s ap-
plication for making the
Centre as a party to his
petition.

“We are allowing this ap-
plication. We are joining the
Union of India as party res-
pondent. Notice upon the
newly joined party,” the High
Court said and listed the case
for hearing on September 17.

In his fresh application,
Mr. Sahni referred to the
statement made by Minister
of State (MoS) for Social Jus-
tice and Empowerment,
Ramdas Athawale, in the Ra-
jya Sabha on July 27, 2020

that “no such deaths have
been reported due to manual
scavenging” in the last five
years.

Mr. Athawale made the
statement in a written res-
ponse to a question asked in
the Rajya Sabha by Mallikar-
jun Kharge and L. Hanuman-
thaiah on manual scaveng-
ing, the deaths due to it in the
last five years and rehabilita-
tion of manual scavengers.

Mr. Sahni claimed that the
answer given by the MoS was
“not only false and mislead-
ing but also shows utter in-
sensitivity and apathy to-
wards the departed souls of
the manual scavengers, their
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ESGIGES

family members and also to- :
wards the group of people :
who are still into manual :
scavenging”. :
Mr .Sahni said that such :
statement from the ex-officio :
chairperson of the Central :
Committee constituted under :
the Act further makes it evi- :
dent that the government has :
indulged in deliberate mis- :
statement and distortion of :
facts to applaud itself con- :
trary to the record available :
in public domain.
The application further :
stated that the Ministry con-
cerned had earlier in Febru- :
ary this year submitted that :
“340 deaths have been :
caused due to manual sca- :
venging during the last five :
years” which is an antithesis :
to the unstarred question :
raised in the Upper House of :
Parliament. :
Besides the Delhi govern- :
ment, the court had earlier :
asked municipal bodies, Del- :
hi Jal Board, Delhi Canton-
ment Board and PWD to file
their affidavits to the petition.

till date.

The DMRC in a statement
said: “Recently, random in-
cidents have also been re-
ported from across the net-
work during peak hours
wherein, impatient passen-
gers have tried to barge into
metro stations breaking the
queues, opening or damag-
ing the gates forcibly, man-
handling the DMRC and
CISF personnel on duty, in
violation of COVID-19 appro-

priate behaviour.”

The metro, currently is
operating with a 100% seat-
ing capacity, which can ac-
commodate 50 passengers
per coach. According to the
DMRC, with 2,000 coaches
in operation, the total seat-
ing capacity available is
around 1 lakh while more
than 2 lakh passengers
come to metro stations per
day during peak hours.

Fewer gates

“In order to regulate the en-
try of passengers, it is neces-
sary to restrict the number
of gates. If more gates are
opened, it will be difficult to
regulate the number of pas-
sengers inside the trains,”
the DMRC said.

The Pink Line became
operational in 2018, except
the segment between Mayur
Vihar Pocket 1 and Trilokpu-
ri Sanjay Lake due to a land-
related dispute. Passenger
operations on the stretch
will commence at 3 p.m. on
Friday, officials said.

MLAs, MPs among 589
detained during protest

BJP running away from debate: [YC

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
mELHI

The Indian Youth Congress
organised a ‘Parliament
Gherao’ protest to speak up
against inflation, unem-
ployment, agricultural laws
and the Pegasus scandal,
besides questioning why
the BJP is running away
from the debate on key is-
sues but was passing the
bills.

National president of In-
dian Youth Congress, Srini-
vas B.V., said that at least 89
hours of the monsoon ses-
sion of Parliament have
been wasted and that the
general public has to bear
the loss of this as the Oppo-
sition wants to discuss is-
sues related to public con-
cerns, but the government
is obstructing it so as to
avoid accountability.

No permission

Meanwhile, Delhi Police
said that it detained 589
persons including 28 wo-
men, two MPs and four
MLAs during a protest car-

ried out by the IYC.

The police said no per-
mission was given to the or-
ganiser, Srinivas B.V. of the
Youth Congress, to carry
out any protest.

Police said the protesters
started from Jantar Mantar
Road and were detained
near 6 Raisina.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (New Delhi) Deepak
Yadav said: “A total of 589
persons including 28 wo-
men, 2 MPs and 4 MLAs
were detained during the
protest carried out by In-
dian Youth Congress. No
permission to carry out the
protest march was given to
the organiser.”

Among those detained
include Rajya Sabha MP
Digvijay Singh and Lok Sab-
ha MP Ramya Haridesh
along with MLAs Ganesh
Dogra from Rajasthan, Sha-
fi Prambil from Kerala, Vi-
pin Vankhede from Mad-
hya Pradesh and Devender
Yadav from Bhilai in Chhat-
tisgarh, according to the
police.

Argument ends in youth’s murder

STAFF REPORTER
FVVDELHI
A 23-year-old man was
stabbed to death and his
cousin sustained injuries af-
ter an argument at a birth-
day party in Rohini’s Prem
Nagar on Wednesday night.
Four persons including two
minors have been held in
connection with the case.
DCP (Rohini) Pranav
Tayal said the victims have
been identified as Virender

alias Vicky and his cousin
Nitin alias Kishan. The ac-
cused have been identified
as Jitender, Rajesh,Vivek,
Govinda, and Pintoo along
with two minors. Police
said that Virender didn’t
survive while Nitin is under-
going treatment and that
Rajesh, Jitender and two
minors have been held.
Police said that a PCR
call was received around
9.30 p.m. regarding stab-

»

bing of two persons. When
they reached the spot, they
were informed that the in-
jured Nitin has been taken
to hospital and the team
found the body of Virender
in a pool of blood. He was
rushed to a city hospital but
was declared brought dead.

Police said that deceased
Virender used to work as a
plumber and Nitin assists
his father at his shop of sew-
ing machines.
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Timings
DELHI
FRIDAY, AUG. 06
RISE 05:46 SET 19:09
RISE 03:18 SET 17:48
SATURDAY, AUG. 07
RISE  05:47
RISE 04:13
SUNDAY, AUG. 08
RISE  05:47
RISE  05:13

SET 19:08
SET 18:35

SET 19:07
SET 19:19

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 35 26
Safdarjang 35 26
Palam 34 28

Delhi Palam Today

35°C Few spells of light rain
and thunderstorm at some
places with cloudy sky. Day
would remain warm and
humid.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
33°C Light to moderate rain
and thundershower likely at
some places with cloudy sky
and gentle winds.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.

Vaccine stock
to last 5 days;
city sees 61
fresh cases

STAFF REPORTING
NEW DELHI

The government said the
COVID-19 vaccine stock of
the city on Thursday morn-
ing would last for five days.
There were 4,61,250 doses
of Covishield vaccine and
3,61,290 doses of Covaxin.

This is a better position
compared to last month
when the government had
to shut vaccination centres
due to a shortage of
vaccines.

The city reported 61 new
COVID-19 cases in 24
hours, taking the total cas-
es to 14,36,579. There were
two deaths and the total
number of deaths stood at
25,060.

Health Minister Satyen-
dar Jain on Thursday said
the government is prepar-
ing a total of 37,000 beds in
view of a possible third
wave.

Delhi Cabinet term

inates study on

real-time sources of air pollution

Govt. had allotted it without open tender to University of Washington, paid over I88L

NIKHIL M BABU
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government has
terminated a study to find the
sources of air pollutants on a
real-time basis, despite pay-
ing over 88 lakhs for it, ac-
cording to a government let-
ter seen by The Hindu.

The study was allotted on
a “nomination basis” without
an open tender to the Univer-
sity of Washington in St.
Louis and was supposed to
be completed by March
2020.

“In view of the decision ta-
ken by the Council of the Mi-
nisters of GNCTD on
07.07.2021, an agreement
between DPCC and WU re-
garding the study titled as “A
real-time source apportion-
ment study for Delhi” is here-
by terminated,” read a letter
sent to the university dated
July 28.

The government has paid
about ¥88.9 lakh ($120,000)
to the university till now in
two installments, as per the
letter.

The study, a flagship pro-
ject of the AAP government,
was approved by the Cabinet
headed by Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal in July 2018.

It was projected multiple
times as a way forward to
solve the air pollution crisis
in the city by the Chief Minis-
ter as well as the Environ-
ment Minister.

Despite the study being
cancelled by a Cabinet deci-
sion on July 7, the govern-
ment has not yet officially
said anything about it.

A new study

But on July 9, Environment
Minister Gopal Rai said the
Cabinet has approved a “first
of its kind” study to find
sources of pollution in a real-
time basis. He said the study
will be done by a team of IIT-

Real-time source apportionment study

The study was being done
to create a model, which
will be able to find out
what are the sources of
air pollution in the city
at any given time. Once
operationalised, the
government can use the
model to identify chief
sources of pollution at a
particular time and thus,
control it.

BSUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

In view of the
decision taken by the
Council of the
Ministers of GNCTD

C

on 07.07.2021,
agreement between
DPCC and WU
regarding the study
titled — A real-time
source
apportionment study
for Delhi — is hereby
terminated

READS GOVT. LETTER SENT TO THE
UNIVERSITY ON JULY 28

Kanpur, IIT-Delhi, The Ener-
gy & Resources Institute (TE-
RI) and IISER Mohali.

Mr. Rai also did not say
anything about the previous
study. An MoU is yet to be
signed for the new study,
sources said.

“WU’s study has contrast-
ing results and findings
which are confusing and low-
ers the confidence in results
and conclusions. WU’s study

TIMELINE

> July 3 Delhi Cabinet, headed by
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal,
approves a proposal for the
study at a total cost of 1.2
crore. The study was allotted
on a "nomination basis”
without an open tender and
was supposed to be completed
before March, 2020

May Washington University
submits a revised interim report
on the study. By this time, the
Delhi government had paid over
%88 lakh in two installments

September Based on a report
by a government-appointed
committee, which raised several
red flags about the study, the
Delhi government asks for
comments from the university

has limitations and has not
helped in the application of
real-time source apportion-
ment in taking the decisions
on day-today-basis,” the let-
ter said.

The new study is supposed
to be more comprehensive
than the previous one, said
officials.

The study is important
since what causes pollution
in the national city has been a
matter of constant debate
between the city and the
Central government.

The Delhi government has
been stating that stubble
burning in Punjab and Harya-
na is the major cause of air
pollution in Delhi during
winters.

On the other hand, the
centre had multiple times cit-
ed local pollutants in the city
as the main reason.

Flagship project

After the AAP government re-
turned to power in February
2020, within days, Gopal Rai,

> December Deputy
Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia takes a decision
to terminate the study
and directs to find a
new agency to conduct
the study

July 7 Delhi Cabinet
terminates the study

July 9 Environment
Minister Gopal Rai says
Cabinet has approved a
“first of its kind” study to
find sources of pollution
on a real-time basis. This
study will be done by
another agency and MoU

is yet to be signed for it ‘

who was given the Environ-
ment Minister’s portfolio, vi-
sited a location near India
Gate from where the study
was being carried out.

“Obtaining real-time data
is necessary to monitor the
real sources of pollution at a
particular point in time. Until
we can gather information
about the sources of pollu-
tion, we will not be able to de-
vise any mechanism for re-
ducing these sources,” Mr.
Rai said on February 20, in
the first statement from his
office as the Environment
Minister.

Dr. Pratim Biswas, a pro-
fessor at the University of
Washington in St. Louis, who
was a part of the study, did
not respond to an email re-
questing his comment, at the
time of writing this report.

In December, Mr. Biswas
had said that they had res-
ponded to all questions
raised by the government
and scientific aspects of the
study were “solid”.

‘Dalit girl rape, murder:
Crime Branch visits spot

Protest continues in area for fourth day

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A Delhi Police Crime Branch
team on Thursday inspected
the spot where a 9-year-old
girl was found dead inside a
crematorium in Delhi Can-
tonment on August 1.

The district police had ar-
rested a priest, Radhey
Shyam (55), and three oth-
ers — staffer Kuldeep (63),
Laxmi Narain (48) and Sa-
leem (49) — on charges of
rape and murder in connec-
tion with the case.

The case was transferred
from district police to Crime
Branch on Wednesday “for
further expeditions and
scientific investigation in or-
der for speedy trial in the in-
terest of justice”.

The protest demanding
justice for the minor conti-
nued for the fourth day with

Sisodia reviews
construction of
sports university

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on Thurs-
day said the Delhi Sports
University should be built
visualising the day-to-day
routine in a sportsperson’s
life. He also said the univer-
sity should provide state-
of-the-art equipment and
facilities for the highest le-
vel of training.

Mr. Sisodia was speaking
after conducting a review
meeting along with PWD
Minister Satyendar Jain re-
garding the construction of
the university. “The objec-
tive of the university is to
nurture and encourage the
best sporting talent in the
country so that the univer-
sity can make the nation
proud by producing medal
winning athletes,” he said.

Case transferred to
Crime Branch for
further expeditions
and scientific
investigation in
order for speedy
trial in the interest
of justice’

C

the victim’s family in pre-
sence. A local said people
from neighbouring States
were also joining the stir.

On Sunday evening, a 9-
year-old girl was found dead
inside the cremation ground
where she had gone to get
cold water.

The priest allegedly told
the family that she had died
of electrocution and cremat-
ed the body without her pa-
rents’ consent. The family
alleged she was raped and
killed.

Cong. seeks
NHRC probe

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Congress filed a
complaint before the Na-
tional Human Rights Com-
mission (NHRC) on Thurs-
day regarding the alleged
rape and murder of a 9-
year-old Dalit girl in Old
Nangal Rai village.

Delhi Congress chief Ch.
Anil Kumar filed a com-
plaint before the NHRC
member Justice (retd.) P.C.
Pant. The leaders demand-
ed the constitution of a
special NHRC team to carry
out an on-the-spot investi-
gation of the police laxity,
delay in filing proper FIR
and harassment of the vic-
tim’s parents at the police
station.

The party said the NHRC
promised to probe the inci-
dent. Delhi Congress, in its
complaint, also sought
protection to the victim’s
family.

Journalist’s interim protection

from arrest extended by court
Firm got over X9 cr. foreign funding: FIR

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Thursday extended the inte-
rim protection from arrest
granted to Newsclick editor-
in-chief Prabir Purkayastha
in foreign funding case till
December 17.

‘No delay’

Justice Yogesh Khanna, who
was hearing Mr. Purkayas-
tha’s anticipatory bail appli-
cation, asked Delhi Police
why it needed his custodial
interrogation when the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) has
given a prima facie finding
in his favour.

“Prima facie, there is no
delay etc. [as per RBI]. In
that case, why do you need
his custodial interrogation?”
the judge asked.

The investigating officer
responded that probe was
ongoing and he was still
“verifying other
transactions”.

The FIR in the case al-
leged that PPK Newsclick
Studio Pvt Ltd received Fo-
reign Direct Investment
(FDI) of %9.59 crore from
Worldwide Media Holdings
LLC USA during the finan-
cial year 2018-19.

\\5\1// KENDRIYA VIDYALAYA

Gole Market,
New Delhi-110001

TENDER NOTICE
Kendriya Vidyalaya, Gole Market,
New Delhi-110001 invite the
Tenders for Security, House-
keeping and Mali Services for
the Session 2021-22. The tender
documents can be obtained from
06.08.2021 to 20.08.2021 from
the office between 11:00 am to
02:00 pm on all working days.
The Cost of the Tender Form
is Rs.1000/- non-refundable.

Principal

NAME CHANGED
I, Geeta Devi is legally

THE=2 HINDU
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to

WESTERN RAILWAY

CONSTRUCTION & OTHER MISCELLANEQUS WORKS

Wedded Spouse Of Satisgy themselvesbabfout the ver?jcity of
an advertisement before responding to
No.14541129-F Sepoy any published in this newsga er. '?HG

Gopal Debbarma presently
residing at Vill - Narayan-
bari, PO-NIT College,
Jirania, West Tripura,
Tripura, Pin-799046 have
change my name from
Geeta Devi to Gita Rani
Debbarma Vide Affidavit
dated 28-07-2021 before
Notary Agartala.

Rajasthan Olive Cultivation Limited
(Joint Venture of Govt. of Rajasthan)

H State Institute of Agriculture Management Campus, Agriculture Research Station,

../ Durgapura, Jaipur-302018. Rajasthan (India) Ph. 91-0141-2554106 Web:www.rajolive.com
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PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

CENTRAL RAILWAY

PROPOSED REPLACEMENT OF
STEEL CHANNEL SLEEPERS
Name of Work: Proposed Replacement
of Steel Channel Sleeper with H-Beam
Sleepers between various Locations on
Wardha - Ballarshah Section (Qty.: 2271
Nos.) under Sr. DEN (S) NGP's
Jurisdiction. Approximate Cost:
¥ 6,04,62,112.10. Date & Time of
Closing of Tender: 26/08/2021 at 15:00
hrs. Complete details and instructions
for e-tendering and online participation
for the above work is available on

Dy. Chief Engineer (Construction)lll,
Western Railway, Pratapnagar,
Vadodara-390 004, invites E-tender as
per the details given below: E-Tender
No.: Dy.CE/C/II/BRC/1. Name of the
work: Providing construction of balance
Road under Bridge / LHS to eliminate
existing level crossing No.1, 8 & 8B (03
Nos.) by providing cast-in-situ RCC Box
with RCC Wing & Return walls, retaining
wall, approach roads and other misc.
work from Miyagam to Dabhoi in
connection with "Gauge Conversion from
NG to BG between Miyagam - Dabhoi -
Samalaya Section" & "Umbrella Work of
Western Railway. Approx. cost: 3905.42
Lakhs. EMD: Nil. Availability of online
Tender for bidding from 09.08.2021 To
24.08.2021 up to 15:00 Hrs. Note:
Regarding detailed notice containing cost
of tender document (non refundable),
EMD, eligibility criteria, Similar Nature of
work, detailed tender conditions, please

CLASSIFIEDS MART

TO ADVERTISE:
www.thehinduads.com

* 43579797

011-43579738

EDUCATIONAL

ECONONIGS OPTIONAL

vy Ravindra N. Jha

INDIAN ECONOMIC SERVICE (IES) - 2022

REGULAR BATCH & TEST SERIES
ADMISSION OPEN S

BLISS POINT stvoies’
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EDUCATIONAL

ONLINE
2

Approved by AICTE
and affiliated to

DrAP JAbdul
Kalam Technical
University, Lucknow

For
Meritorious
Students

FEE : 47,40[]/ = Per Semester

KCC

INSTITUTE

OF TECHNOLOGY
AND MANAGEMENT

GREATER NOIDA

BTECH.

COMPUTER SCIENCE & ENGINEERING

WITH SPECIALIZATIONS

nsnunmasm?sum 100%

For
Sports
persons

Wards 01 Defence
Personnel

ADMISSION OPEN

CALL : 9210065355

www.kccitm.edu.in
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Railway’s Website www.ireps.gov.in
Open E-Tender Notice No:
DRMWNGP-33-2021 of 04/08/2021

RailMadad Helpline 139
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OFFICE OF THE JOINT SECRETARY.
J&K SPORTS COUNCIL

M.A Stadium, Jammu
Email ID:jointsecreta

E-NIT No.050f2021-22DATE D : 02-08-2021

For and on behalf of the Secretary, J&K Sports Council, e-tender are invited from the
reputed manufacturers and registered Agencies for fixation of rate contract of Hiring of
Event Management Services for the year 2021-22:-

jammu@gmail.com

e

S.No.

Particulars

Cost of Tender Document

1.

Fixation of rate contract of Hiring of Event
Management Services for the year 2021-22

Rs 2000/-

Date of Publishing of tender

02.08.2021

Period of
documents

Downloading  of

03.08.2021 from 02.00 P.M t010.08.2021 upto 04.00

PM

Date of Pre-Bid meeting

07.08.2021 at 1.30 P.M date in the office of Divisional
Sports Officer, J&K Sports Council, M.AStadium

Jammu.

Bid submission start date

03.08.2021 from 02.00 P.M

Bid submission end date (online
documents)

10.08.2021upto04.00 P.M

Date & time of opening of Bids
(online)

11.08.2021 after 11:00 A.M or subsequent date in
the office of Divisional Sports Officer, J&K Sports

Council, M.A Stadium Jammu.

refundable.

DIPK-NB-2283/21

The tender documents along with other Terms and Conditions of the NIT and relevant
documents can be downloaded from the website http://jktenders.govt.in.The tender shall
be uploaded in electronic format on the website http:/jktenders.govt.in. The bidders shall
have to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents like CDR/PAN/GST Number/
Demand Draft/ (Tender fee)/ registration certificate duly renewed. The cost of tender
documents shall be deposited in the J&K Bank bearing Account No.: 0045040500004869,
IFSC Code: JAKAOTARGET, Branch: Chand Nagar The cost of tender documentis non

Sd/-
Jt. Secretary,

J&K Sports Council, Jammu

visit www.ireps.gov.in. Manual offers
will not be considered. 0321

Follow us on:%3 twitter.com/WesternRly

KENDRIYA VIDYALAYA SHAKUR BASTI
NEW DELHI-110087
Date: 05.08.2021

NOTICE

Applications are invited along with complete Bio-Data such as EPF/ESI/
GST/PAN NO/ experience and licenses etc. for 2021-22 from registered
firms/ dealers who are well reputed, experienced having legal existence,
fulfilling all statutory requirements for providing various services/
goods for providing AMC of water coolers/purifiers, Air conditioners,
fire extinguishers, CCTV Surveillance System, Computers/computer
peripherals, Over head Projectors, Supply and repair of furniture,
Sports, Science labs, Exam stationery, Office stationery, Tent and
Bedding items, Children’s Park equipments, Medical Room Facilities,
Securities, Conservancies, Gardening and Sub Staff, Bus and transport
vehicles, Civil and electrical material/works, Electrical & Electronic
goods, Sanitation/Plumbing/Hardware items/works, etc. Interested
firms/dealers may apply online for registration from 07.08.2021 to
16.08.2021 till 05:00 PM on kvsb2011@gmail.com with self attested
copy of all necessary documents as proof. Tenders will be invited only
from the shortlisted firms.

PRINCIPAL

SEARCH FOR MISSING

General Public is hereby informed that a
lady namely Neha, W/o Punit Kumar, R/o
Gali No. 3, Bansal Dairy, Khajani Nagar,
Joharipur, Karawal Nagar, Delhi, Age: 23
years, Height: 527, Built: Medium,
Complexion: Sallow, Face: Round,
Wearing: Purple Colour Top, White
Colour Jeans and Slipper in her feet has
been missing from her house since
10.07.2021. In this regard a vide case
DD No. 124A dated 12.07.2021 has
been registered at P.S. Karawal Nagar,
Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the
missing lady but no clue has come to light so far. If any one having
any information about this lady please inform undersigned.

E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.nic.in
Ph.: 011-24368638,24368641
Fax : 011-24368639

DP/922/NE/2021

Neha

SHO

P.S. Karawal Nagar, Delhi
Ph.: 22932232, 22932231,
8750870728

OLD RAJENDER NAGAR, 57/ 17, st floor NEAR HDFC BANK

9811343411, 98”343938 9811343464

. Zo do gour beof

North Delhi 2518 mnm Floor), Hudson Line.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is to inform to the public at large that Mr.

READ

EVERY

SPORTSTAR

FORTNIGHT

Sanjay Chauhan S/o Late Mr. Pritam Singh is
the owner of the Property Bearing No. A-58,
area_measuring 150 sq yds., out of Khasra
No.77/4, Situated in the revenue area of Village
Hastsal, Colony known as Hastsal Vihar, Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi-110059 owner vide of
Relinquishment Deed dated 11.06.2014, vide
Document No. 11586, Book No.1, Volume
21883, on pages 186-190, reglslered on
11 06.2014 with SR- || Basai Darapur, New
Delhi/Delhi and same to be finance by Utkarsh
Small Finance Bank Limited. That, Surviving
Member Certificate of Late Mr. Pritam Singh S/o
Mr. Khem Chand & Late Mrs. Sheela Chauhan
W/o Mr. Pritam Singh is not available on the
records. If any Person having any type of
claim/right/title/interest over the said property,
may inform in writing, at the address mentioned
below within 7 days from the date of notice,
about his objections, failing which it shall be
presumed that the said property is free from all
type of Encumbrances, lien etc.
Jeewan Singh Tariyal (RSM) Utkarsh
Small Finance Bank Limited 9-B,
Rajendra Park, Pusa Road, Near-
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REMEMBRANCE

REMEMBRANCE

1st Year Remembrance of
Shri. Oommen A. Ninan

"We will do all the things you
had wished for. We will hold
you close to our hearts and
there you will remain to walk
us through our lives until we
meet again.”

Deeply missed by: Father-
Rev. A. Ninan Oommen,
Wife-  Shyla ~ Oommen,
Daughter- Anna A. Oommen,
brothers, sisters and families
of Ayrookuzhiyil and Bright
Farms.

REMEMBRANCE

Dr. (Mrs.) Y.G. P

Shree Gurubhyo Namahal!

Founder beyond compare and Guardian angel of PSBB Schools,

A paragon of excellence, your ingenuity - A Class Apart! A champion of students'
free expression and women empowerment — time abiding progression! Boundless
& unconditional love for children - your breath and life! The vision that you ushered
into the realm of schooling & leaming, the effortiess ease with which you initiated
innovations much ahead of the times - indelible pages for postenity! As a human
being and dynamic leader - your magnanimity knew no bounds! Such creations
like you are rare indeed! Blessed are we to have been nurtured, mentored and
moulded by you! Our humble prayers to you to give us the strength to uphold your
cherished ideals. On this day in your Second Year of Remembrance, /|

. We Rededicate our Glorious Past to a Radiant Future.

Padma Seshadri Bala Bhavan Group of Schools .
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ED searches premises of Baig,
Zameer in IMA scam case

IB officers
tortured ISRO
scientists: CBI

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

Karnataka HC issues Nine pr()perties gesheeted in the case by the The Central Bureau of In-
notice to Yediyurappa of the leaders CBL vestigation (CBI) informed
BENGALURU Thpugh Mr. I(han was the Kerala High C01_1rt on
The Karnataka High Court has were SearChed questioned by multiple agen- Thursday that Intelligence
issued notices to former cies, including the ED, for a Bureau (IB) officers had
Chief Minister B.S. STAFF REPORTER property transaction with physically tortured and ha-

BENGALURU IMA founder Mohammed rassed the then Indian

Yediyurappa and his son
B.Y. Vijayendra to appear
before it on August 17 in a
case alleging corruption in a
housing project. r1i

HC stays case against
Ganesh Kumar, Saritha
KOCHI

The Kerala High Court on
Thursday stayed further
proceedings for two months
in a case registered against
Pathanapuram MLA K.B.
Ganesh Kumar and solar scam
accused Saritha S. Nair on the

The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) raided properties
belonging to R. Roshan Baig,
former MLA, and B.Z. Za-
meer Ahmed Khan, Con-
gress MLA, in connection
with the 34,000 crore IMA
scam. Thousands had invest-
ed in the Ponzi scheme that
went bust in June 2019.
Raids began early on
Thursday on six properties
linked to Mr. Baig and three
premises of Mr. Khan.

ED conducting a search at the house of MLA B.Z. Zameer
Ahmed Khan in Bengaluru on Thursday. =SubHAKARA JAIN

ing when reports last came
in. Mr. Khan’s brother Sha-
keel Ahmed Khan was taken

were tight-lipped on wheth-
er he had been detained and
on the recoveries made dur-

Mansoor Khan, has not been
charged by any agency.

Sensitive case

The ED, Bengaluru, which
began probe into the case in
2019, transferred it to the
head office in Delhi in 2020
as it was a sensitive and high-
profile case, sources said.
The agency, which had large-
ly kept quiet for nearly a year
and a half, sprung into ac-
tion on Thursday.

Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) scientist Nambi
Narayanan and others dur-
ing interrogation in con-
nection with the ISRO es-
pionage case.

In a statement opposing
the bail pleas of former
Gujarat Director General of
Police (DGP) R.B. Sreeku-
mar, two former police of-
ficers and a former IB offic-
er in the espionage
frame-up case, the CBI

: WEATHER WATCH

RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) :

¢ Forecast for Friday: Heavy rainfall likely at isolated places over :
i east Rajasthan, Uttarakhand, .
: Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Jharkhand, :
¢ Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, coastal Karnataka, Kerala and Mahe. :
¢ Thunderstorm accompanied with lightning likely at isolated :
. places over Gangetic West Bengal and Jharkhand :

west Uttar Pradesh, Assam, :

charge of forging documents An ED team from New from the MLA’s residence for ing the raids against the two Mr. Khan was questioned pointed out that though : arv RAIN MAX MIN  CITY RAIN MAX  MIN

to defame former Kerala Chief Delhi carried out the search-  questioning. leaders. by the SIT of Karnataka pol- the custody of the accused : ﬁﬁartzlal;--a ---------------- 3‘55575 ﬁOZh”“ide -------------------- 4----§g-g----§g-g

Minister Oommen Chandy. es. The raids were continu- However, ED sources Mr. Baig has been char- ice, the CBI, and the ED. was given to the local pol- | yonei " e o b 3ne e |

¢ ice, they were “physically” : Allahabad..... 265 Madurai.....cooooooeorreee ~..38.7...26.5 :

* in the custody of the IB : Bengaluru.... .20.4 Mangaluru .. ...28.6....24.0 :

R . : © Bhopal ... 17.6...24.0...23.4  MUmMbai ccooccccrvvrerrrnns 4..318..258 !

| z : : h M ‘ ‘ 7 : officers : :

ll t : . . : Bhubaneswar...... 1.1...33.0....27.1 Mysuru....... ..29.6....21.6 :

adlal gate Of Pl IllC ll Itala l n() COIIlpromlse OH : The CBI also pointed out : chandigarh ......... 55...33.0...25.4  New Delhi .. 353,265

: : Chennai ....cooeueuee —-....36.3...29.1 Patna ......... .. 11...33.4....26.6 :

e . that Mr. Sreekumar and Mr. ¢ Coimbatore............ —...32.7...23.0  Port Blair..cccocorrrrenn. 8. 30.3...25.8 :

] . Me <e atu I'O eCt- CM Narayanan had known : pepragyn.... 59...29.2...22.7  PUAUCREITY cooovrvrorerererra = 36.3...26.4

prOJeCt 1| I ‘MaS e a‘ N 7ay . each other for long, since : Gangtok.............. -..236..181  Pune...... 6..29.8..21.9

ol o O I 13...31.0...25.0  Raipur .7.9...31.0...25.0 :

. . .. Mr. Sreekumar had been : Zloio 2 3700262 RANCiceovvvvrrrrrscs = 32.0...23.0 :

Bommai slams T.N. for its opposition Commandant, Central In-  ybpali..... 260,220 shillong.. 266,174

STAFF REPORTER dustrial Security Force, at : Hyderabad ... '317..23.0  Shimla....... .26.2....19.9

VIJAYAWADA SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT the Vikram Sarabhai Space Im_phal ..... .29.2....22.8 Srinagar .......... ....31.8...18.4

. BENGALURU . : Jaipur. ..33.0....25.5 Thiruvananthapuram. ....31.3...23.8 :

One of the radial gates of KL Centre, Thiruvananthapu- : gochi.. 230.0...24.8  TiUChi.rcorrroror = 338..275 |

Rao Sagar Pulichintala Pro- Karnataka Chief Minister Ba- ram. They were not on : Kohima.........—.. 287...17.8  Vijayawada..... -0.1...37.0...26.6 ;

ject was washed away in the savaraj Bommai on Thurs- good terms.  Koll@ta............ 86....33.9...26.0  VIsakhapatnam ........... ... 37.4..27.0
early hours of Thursday, day reiterated that there D. Shashikumaran,  (Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

causing floods in nearby vil-

would be no compromise

another former ISRO scien-

Pollutants in the air you are breathing
CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

D CITIES s0: NO:

Yesterday

lages. . _ on 1mp1emept1ng the Meke- tist, deposed before the ' jyicisvad. . 12 45 16 .44 107 ... _

Following  continuous datu balancing reservoir, a CBI on July 4, 2021, that he : Bengaluru 16 25 .74 .69 ..M Ln Sbseruation made at 4.00
flood in the Krishna during drinking water project, in was taken into custody on E';ﬁ']‘i”a'--- 1‘3‘ ;i ---1-33 --l-ig ~M ecorded an overall air
the past several days, the the Cauvery basin of the November 22,1994, and ta-  ygecsiad 2 80 10 .14 .30 W 133 indicating 2 moderste
16th hydraulic operated ra- State. ken to a police club at Pe- : Kolkata.......... 3342 .66 .84 ..M levelofpollution.in
dial gate of the project was “Tamil Nadu has always roorkada, where he had to kﬂ“ucr';rl')‘;‘i'v --------- 13 62 2461 --1-(7)‘9‘ M recorded a healthy AQI score
washed away when officials made a political capital of undergo endless physical : pupe.... """ 32 3253 .76 .65 W O :
tried to lift it around 3 a.m. the inter-State dispute; we torture.  Visakhapatnam 16 .55 40 ...45 .100 ..M

This caused free flow of
floodwater downstream and
forced the authorities to lift
other gates to reduce pres-
sure on the dam and arrange
a stop log on the failed gate.
Andhra Pradesh irrigation
officials say that the water le-
vel in the Pulichintala pro-
ject needs to brought down
and inflows reduced for in-

What a rush! Water gushing out after radial gate of KL Rao
Sagar Pulichintala Project was washed away. =T.visava kumar

stallation of a stop log. An of-
ficial said that equipment to
install the stop log would be
arranged by Friday morning
and it would take around 18
hours to complete the work.

A flash flood alert has

been issued at the Prakasam
Bararage in Vijayawada and
areas downstream by the
authorities. The flood level is
most likely to rise to the first
flood warning levelby 11.30
p.m. on Thursday.

are not interested. They are
trying to politicise everyth-
ing. Entire political system
in Tamil Nadu has been op-
posing the project,” Mr.
Bommai said.

On Tamil Nadu BJP presi-
dent K. Annamalai, a former
IPS officer who has served
in Karnataka for many
years, opposing the project,

Basavaraj Bommai

the Chief Minister said, “I
will apprise the Central lea-
dership. We have spoken
with Union Jal Shakti Minis-
ter Gajendra Singh Shekha-
wat regarding the project.
Let anybody protest, let any-
body go on dharna,” the
Chief Minister said.

Mr. Shashikumaran had
stated before the CBI that
former Kerala police offic-
er Siby Mathews and Mr.
Sreekumar did not perso-
nally assault him.

However, “Jayaprakash,
Punnen and some Nair,
etc” who interrogated him
had “physically assaulted”
him.

Air Quality Code: M Poor

Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQl)

: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: and monuments.

: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
. reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain.

At very high levels, it can cause

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

¢ lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
¢ death in people with heart or lung disease :

S]dhu moves to COHSOlidate pOSitiOIl Hockey star's  Attempt to displace Muslims in Moradabad area

Punjab Cong. chief
has been meeting
party workers

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

After assuming charge as Pun-
jab Congress president, Nav-
jot Singh Sidhu has been tra-
velling across the State to
meet party workers and lead-
ers to galvanise support and
consolidate his position with-
in the party.

Mr. Sidhu, a detractor of
Punjab Chief Minister Ama-
rinder Singh, was appointed
party president last month.
Since then, he has been on
the move to try and convey to
the party cadre that imple-
menting the central leader-
ship’s 18-point agenda for
Punjab is his key objective
ahead of the Assembly poll in
the State in early 2022.

By presenting the high
command’s agenda at almost
every meeting and interac-
tion, party insiders feel that

Gathering support: Punjab Congress chief Navjot Singh Sidhu

A

addressing a press conference in Patiala on Wednesday. =pi

the underlying message he
wants to pass on among the
cadre is about the strong
backing of the central leader-
ship behind him.

He has already handed ov-
er a letter to the Chief Minis-
ter regarding the five priority
areas of the 18-point agenda,
which includes punishing the
main culprits behind the sa-
crilege of the Guru Granth Sa-
hib and the police firing inci-
dents at Kotkapura and
Behbal Kalan in 2015; the im-
mediate arrest of “big fishes”
behind drug trafficking in
Punjab; cancelling “faulty”

Have been denied justice
for 5 years: BJP leader

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PATNA

A senior Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leader in Bihar on
Thursday attacked the ruling
NDA government headed by
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
for its repeated claim of
“rule of law and good gover-
nance” in the State.

The BJP is a partner in the
ruling alliance led by the JD
(U) in Bihar since November
2005.

Meeting with Minister

Vineeta Mishra, State vice-
president of the women’s
wing of the BJP in Bihar, met
senior leader and Law Minis-
ter Pramod Kumar at the
State party headquarters
and demanded justice for

CcM
K

her dead daughter. At the
meeting during the party’s
Sahyog Karyakaram (co-op-
eration programme), she
broke down while narrating
her ordeal in following the
case for the last five years.
“Bihar mein hamari sarkar
rahte bhi paanch saalon
mein nayay nahi mila hain
(despite having our govern-
ment in Bihar, we were de-
nied justice for the last five
years),” she said.

The BJP leader’s daughter
died in 2016 at her husband’s
house after alleged harass-
ment and torture by his fami-
ly.

Ms. Mishra told pressper-
sons later that she had been
following the case since

then.
»

power purchase agreements;
and steps towards ensuring
that the Centre’s three farm
laws will not be implemented
in Punjab at any cost.

During his interactions
with party leaders and work-
ers, Mr. Sidhu has been force-
fully discussing the 18-point
agenda and the five priority
points.

Addressing gatherings in
Moga and Faridkot on Thurs-
day, Mr. Sidhu said he pro-
mised to give the people of
State the “Punjab” of their
dreams by implementing the
high command’s agenda.

The Opposition, however,
has been quick to hit out at
Mr. Sidhu. The Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) and the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) have ac-
cused him of attempting to
shelter the sand and liquor
mafia. Former Education Mi-
nister Daljit Singh Cheema re-
cently asked Mr. Sidhu to tell
why he had whittled down
the 18-point charter to five
points.

‘Change of heart’

“It was intriguing that Navjot
Sidhu experienced a change
of heart after Congress Minis-
ters aligned with the sand and
liquor mafia switched over to
his camp and he had given up
his supposed fight against
these mafias,” Mr Cheema al-
leged.

AAP MLA and Leader of
the Opposition Harpal Singh
Cheema alleged the heart of
the Congress State president
was now beating for the Con-
gress leaders involved in illicit
liquor trade and smuggling.

family faces
casteist slurs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DEHRADUN

Police have arrested a man
in Uttarakhand’s Haridwar
district for allegedly mock-
ing and passing casteist re-
marks against the family of
Vandana Katariya who was
part of India’s women hock-
ey team which lost a semifi-
nal match at the Tokyo
Olympics.

Soon after the Indian
team went down to Argenti-
na in the semifinal, two
men allegedly danced and
burst firecrackers outside
Katariya’s house in the
Roshnabad area of Harid-
war in a gesture of mockery
on Wednesday evening, an
officer at SIDCUL police sta-
tion said.

When some members of
Katariya's family came out
of house hearing the noise,
the two men also passed
casteist remarks against
them, the police said.

Assam decision a relief for 22,000
Gurkhas facing ‘foreigner’ test

Community body welcomes move to shelve cases in FTs

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI
Assam’s decision not to let
Gurkhas undergo the citi-
zenship test through the Fo-
reigners’ Tribunals (FTs)
has come as a relief for at
least 22,000 members of
the community in the State.

The Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma Cabinet on Wednesday
decided not to prosecute
the Gurkhas under the Citi-
zenship Act and withdraw
all cases against members
of the community in the
FTs.

The Bharatiya Gorkha
Parishangh (BGP) on Thurs-
day welcomed the decision

and thanked the Chief Mi-
nister for solving the pro-
blem the community has
been facing since 1997.

D-voter tag

According to the BGP, at
least 22,000 Gurkhas in the
State have been marked D-
voters (doubtful voters) ar-
bitrarily in the electoral
rolls since 1997, and some
2,500 cases relating to citi-
zenship were being heard
at various FTs.

About 500 cases have
been disposed of since the
notification for the National
Register of Citizens (NRC)
process began in December

2013.

Some tried by the FTs
were declared foreigners in
ex parte (one-sided) deci-
sions and thrown into de-
tention camps.

“The Cabinet decision
will come as a huge relief
for the families of Gurkha
people who have been pro-
secuted under the citizen-
ship law. It will also remove
the tag of illegal immigrants
or foreigners from mem-
bers of the community who
are original inhabitants of
Assam and are bona fide In-
dian citizens,” BGP national
general secretary Nanda Ki-
rati Dewan said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
: MORADABAD (U.P.)

: The district authorities on
¢ Thursday said they will take
© legal action if needed against
¢ the people attempting to dis-
. place some Muslims who
¢ have bought houses in a lo-
© cality here.

Some Hindu residents in
the Lajpat Nagar area of the
city are on protest and have
put up posters declaring that
their houses are on sale over
some Muslims buying pro-
perty in the locality.

They are demanding that
the purchase of houses by

Muslims be cancelled.

Officials of the civil admi-
nistration and the police vi-
sited the area and urged the
agitators to end their prot-
est. But the residents were
adamant, saying they cannot
live together with members
of the other community.
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“Design, manufacturing, supply,

procurement website.

DIPR /2327 | TENDER / 2021

CHENNAI METRO RAIL LIMITED
@ (A Joint Venture of Govt. of India & Govt. of Tamil Nadu)
Admin Building, CMRL Depot, Poonamallee High Road, |

Koyambedu, Chennai - 600 107, India.

NIT No.: CMRL/PHASE-II/SYS/C4-PS&OHE-09/2021
E-procurement Tender-Funding agency-New Development Bank
International Competitive Bidding
e-TENDER No. : PHASE-II/SYS/C4-PS&OHE-09/2021
CMRL invites open e-tender through e-procurement portal from reputed, experience,
financially sound, eligible applicants, who fulfill the qualification criteria as mentioned

inthe tender through International Competitive Bidding (ICB) as detailed below:

commissioning of RSS, ASS, SCADA, OHE & Switching Stations for CMRL
Phase Il - Corridor 4 (From Poonamallee Bypass to Lighthouse, including
Depot at Poonamallee)”. Tender Documents can be downloaded from E-

Please refer websites : www,chennaimetrorial.org or :
http: /l eprocure.gov.in /eprocure/ app for further information.

installation, testing, training and

Director (System & Operations)

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION

DIRECTORATE OF EDUCATION
SPORTS BRANCH, GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
CHHATTRASAL STADIUM, MODEL TOWN, DELHI

(SPORTS)

No. DE.41/Sports/2018/1704

E-Procurement Tender Notice

Dated: 30/07/2021

Name of Work

Online Tender for Hiring
of Buses & Cars for
Transportation of Students

Tender ID

2021_DE_206365_1

platform

Date of release of Tender
through e-procurement

02.08.2021

E-procurement

Last date and time for
receipt of Tender through

23.08.2021 upto 11.00 AM

Opening of Technical Bid

23.08.2021 upto 12.00 Noon

Entire details can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

Deputy Director of Education (Sports Branch)

(SANJAY

DIP/Shabdarth/0214/21-22

KUMAR AMBASTA)

»
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Not always fair game

State must guard against zealous paternalism
while seeking to curb activities online

ood intentions do not always make for good le-
‘ gislation. The Tamil Nadu government’s effort to
protect its youth from the temptations of online
gambling by amending a colonial gaming law to ban on-
line rummy and poker, has not survived judicial scruti-
ny. Its amendment to the Tamil Nadu Gaming Act, 1930,
has been struck down by the Madras High Court, which
found the prohibition unreasonable because it sought
to bring even games predominantly of skill under the la-
bel of gambling, if there was an element of betting or
even prize money or any other stake involved. The
State’s intention was acceptable to the extent that it
sensed the danger involved in allowing addictive
games. However, it erred in failing to make a distinction
between games of skill and games of chance, and in
seeking to treat as ‘gaming’ anything that involved
stakes, contrary to judicial pronouncements circum-
scribing the term to games that are based on chance. In
an audacious move that the court found completely un-
acceptable, the amending Act sought to “turn the sta-
tute on its head” by replacing a section that provided
exemption to ‘games of skill’ from its purview with one
that said it would apply to even games of skill if played
for wager, bet, money or stake. The court rightly found
that this would actually render illegal even offline
games that were played for prize money. It said, “What
was once the exemption or escape provision has now
been given the most claustrophobic stranglehold and
has the possibility of bringing about the most ridiculous
and unwanted results if applied in letter and spirit.”
One of the problems of political populism is that the
state takes its paternalistic role too seriously. It assumes
that large sections of society require guidance, lest their
ideas of freedom lead them to uncharted zones where
lack of restraint and self-control land them in debt and
penury. Notions of individual freedom and choice tend
to be forgotten. Another problem is that the moral ele-
ment is predominant in such laws, often to the detri-
ment of the reasonableness of their provisions. Some
activities are associated with sin more than with com-
merce, and these are susceptible to the government’s
regulatory reach and banning instincts. The court,
while understanding the law’s intent, has rightly ques-
tioned the lack of proportionality in banning something
that could have been regulated. It notes that excessive
paternalism could descend into authoritarianism and
curb an activity individuals are free to indulge in. It
could not sympathise with the State’s contention that
online games were invariably open to manipulation
and no distinction need be made between games of
chance and those of skill. However, it did remember to
observe that appropriate legislation regulating betting
and gambling activities is still possible, but something
that conforms to constitutional propriety.

Pandemic of distrust

Those resisting vaccination mostly conform to
a specific social, cultural, and political profile

resident Joe Biden and the director of the CDC
Pwarned this week that the COVID-19 crisis in the

U.S. was becoming a “pandemic of the unvacci-
nated”. This underscores the growing divergence
across U.S. States and communities in terms of the pre-
valence and intensity of the Delta variant infection, de-
pending on the extent to which these cohorts had been
vaccinated. Approximately 30% of the adult population
has yet to be vaccinated, along with 58% of those in the
12-17 years age group. The country has reached this
troubling impasse despite a strong start. To date, 348
million doses have been given so far. This came on the
back of the firm commitment by the Biden administra-
tion to follow the science in the tackling of the pandem-
ic, and quickly secure pledges from vaccine manufac-
turers — including Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson &

A guide to resolving the Assam-Mizoram issue

Historical knowledge, sensitivity and an accommodative spirit need
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KHAM KHAN SUAN HAUSING

he violent stand-off between
Tthe Assam and Mizoram

armed policemen at Vai-
rengte in Mizoram, on July 26,
about six kilometres from Laila-
pur, Assam which took six lives
and left over 50 injured is the cul-
mination of a long-standing bor-
der dispute.

History and a boundary
Almost one and a half centuries
ago and 17 years before the Lushai
hills was annexed to British Assam
in 1892, the ‘inner line’ boundary
of the Lushai hills was ‘fixed’ in
1875 on the southern border of As-
sam’s Cachar district. In line with
the colonial practice of ‘fixing’
borders, this boundary was ho-
wever not ‘precise’ as it was drawn
largely using natural markers such
as rivers and hills. In post-inde-
pendent India, the Mizoram go-
vernment has accepted this boun-
dary in preference over the
subsequent revisions made by the
colonial government when the In-
ner Line Permit under the Bengal
Eastern Frontier Regulation, 1873
was extended to the Lushai hills
district in 1930 and 1933.

Unlike the 1875 boundary,
which involved a proxy of Suak-
puilala, one of the Lushai chiefs,
the Mizoram government per-
ceives that the boundary instituted
by these revisions sidestepped
them and amounted to unilateral
superimposition — driven as it
were by ‘administrative conve-
nience’. These revisions are also
seen to conspicuously fail to recog-
nise the Mizo’s long-standing his-
torical rights to use the un-demar-
cated southern border of Cachar
as their hunting ground, for jhum
cultivation, and as sites of their re-

source extraction including rub-
ber and timber. The enclosure of
about 509 square miles of the
Lushai hills under the Inner Line
Reserve Forest area via the Assam
Forest Regulation, 1877, is being
cited as one of the glaring exem-
plars of ‘encroachment’ by the As-
sam government into the Lushai
hills (now Mizoram). However,
considering that borders cannot
be driven by perception but by in-
stitutionalised rules and laws, As-
sam’s government continues to re-
fuse to accept Mizoram’s
standpoint.

Assam’s stand

Seen from this standpoint, the As-
sam government considers Mizo
plantation and settlements in the
Inner Line Reserve Forest areas as
an ‘encroachment’. Such a stand-
point is oblivious to the fact that
Seipuia, a Lushai chief, esta-
blished a village, Seidpur, on a hill
nearly 10 miles from Silchar, the
capital of Cachar. The Jalenga tea
estate located in Tlangpui village
and Paloi tea estate near Vairengte
— both in Cachar - took their
names after Zalenga and Palawia,
two Lushai chiefs. Given that the
Lushai (also known as old Kukis —
Hrangkhawl, Biete, Ralte, etc.) are
among the earliest settlers of Ca-
char, many villages in Cachar (and
Karimganj) have Lushai settle-
ments. Sporadic incidents of evic-
tions or arrests by the Assam offi-
cials were reported in the 1970s
and 2000s. A recent allegation of
‘encroachment’ happened in Oc-
tober 2020 when Assamese offi-
cials burnt down Mizo huts and
other settlements in the Singla Re-
serve Forest which led to border
clashes and a 12-day blockade of
National Highway 306.

Although Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma is partially
right in claiming that the dispute is
about ‘reserve forest’ and not
‘land’, what is at the heart of this
dispute is the contending ap-
proaches of the Assam and Mizo-
ram governments to ‘borders’,
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namely ‘state-centric’ and ‘peo-
ple-centric’ approaches.

Mr. Sarma and the Assam go-
vernment represent a continuum
of the colonial ‘state-centric’ ap-
proach to borders which gives pre-
mium to legal, juridical and admi-

nistrative recognition and
protection of the border. Colonial
state-making and state-expansion
entail a ‘fixing” of borders. The dis-
covery of oil, tea, rubber and coal
around the middle of the 19th cen-
tury in the ‘outer limits’ of Assam
proper and the concomitant at-
tempt to commercialise these
commodities impel the regulation
of trade and commerce between
the British and their competitors.
The enclosure of land in these
‘outer limits’ by declaring them
either as ‘forest reserve areas’ or
imposing an inner line permit raj
system stem from this.

This development leverages a
new land-use regime which is
principally driven by efforts to
augment State revenues. Forest
conservation and the protection of
tribal/indigenous land interests
are peripheral concerns. One of
the unintended consequences was
the large-scale migration of labour
from various parts of British India
into Cachar, Hailakandi, and Ka-
rimganj. The ‘encroachment’ and
‘enclosure’ of their land and forest
‘commons’ reinforced the steely
resolve of the tribal groups such as
the Lushais to ‘protect’ their land.
The series of raids since the
mid-1840s, which culminated in
the famous raid of Alexandrapore
tea garden in Cachar in early Janu-
ary 1871, stems from this. In this
raid, James Winchester, a British

tea planter, was killed, and Mary
Winchester, his daughter, cap-
tured. The British launched the
Lushai Expedition (1871-72) partly
to secure Mary’s release.

The recent overtures by Mr. Sar-
ma to approach the Supreme
Court of India, and raise a 4,000-
strong commando battalion to
‘protect’ the ‘forest reserve’ areas
need to be seen against this back-
drop. Parading a bullet-proof ar-
moured vehicle is intended to
drive home this message. The
muscular display of power also be-
comes fully evident in the way in
which a contingent of about 200
Assam armed policemen along
with Karimganj forest officials
overran the central paramilitary
outpost, marched and ‘en-
croached’ deep into Mizoram’s
border at Vairengte a day after the
dispute had already flared up.

Critics squarely blamed Mr. Sar-
ma for this misadventure and pol-
itical upmanship which cost the
lives of five of of Assam’s armed
policemen and a civilian and left
over 50 people injured. It remains
to be seen if the immediate valori-
sation, ex gratia payment of 350
lakh and securing jobs to each fa-
mily of the ‘martyrs’, and 1 lakh
relief to the injured edify his image
as a ‘decisive’ Chief Minister or ex-
pose him as a regional bully. The
last image has gained traction gi-
ven that Assam has a long-stand-
ing border dispute with Arunachal
Pradesh, Meghalaya and Naga-
land.

Mizoram’s approach

In contrast to the above, Chief Mi-
nister Zoramthanga and the Mizo-
ram government advocate a ‘peo-
ple-centric’ approach which seeks
to give a premium to the historical
and traditional rights of the local
indigenous people on the one
hand and to the principle of uti
possidetis juris (‘as you possess un-
der law’, including customary law)
on the other hand. Mr. Zoram-
thanga and his predecessors have
made concerted attempts to forge

to accompany any dialogue and negotiation

a consensus around this approach.
The two-member boundary com-
mittee report of 1973 and the
memorandum prepared by the
Joint Action Committee, non-go-
vernmental organisations and all-
political parties in Mizoram in
2018, which has been submitted to
the Prime Minister of India, are
pointers to this.

At the negotiating table

Given that ‘borders’ are contested
social constructs, ‘mental maps’
which are given subjective mean-
ings and interpretations, the en-
deavours by Mr. Sarma and Mr. Zo-
ramthanga  to “fix’ the
Assam-Mizoram border and re-
solve the dispute need to be sensi-
tive to the historical context in
which local land owners and pro-
tectors have transformed overtime
as ‘encroachers’ of land across the
two States. Such a resolution
should be sensitive to the possibil-
ity of fluid and overlapping sove-
reignty, where forest ‘commons’
are seen not simply as sites of reve-
nue-extraction but as powerful
symbols of identity and sustaina-
ble livelihood resources for the lo-
cal people.

Deep historical knowledge, sen-
sitivity and an accommodative spi-
rit need to inform Mr. Sarma and
Mr. Zoramthanga even as they sit
down peacefully to enter into dia-
logue and negotiation under the
neutral supervision of the Centre.
It is about time that the Centre sets
up a permanent inter-governmen-
tal forum to involve important sta-
keholders in order to effectively
manage border and territorial con-
flicts. Any quick-fix solution driven
by temporal electoral considera-
tions should be avoided if we were
to resuscitate and sustain interde-
pendent Assam-Mizoram borders
and beyond.

Kham Khan Suan Hausing is Professor
and Head of the Department of Political
Science, University of Hyderabad,
Hyderabad, Telangana. The views
expressed are personal

[ndia-Nepal flood management needs course correction

The two countries need to re-establish water cooperation as a common cause and draw inspiration from the 1950s

ATUL K. THAKUR

itish Kumar should be cre-
| \ | dited for bringing ‘disaster
management’ into the pop-
ular imagination in Bihar. In his
early days as Bihar Chief Minister
(2005-2010), he made a few not-
iceable structural changes, with
renewed approaches in infrastruc-
ture augmentation for dams and
reservoirs, detention basins, em-
bankments and channel improve-
ment. Non-structural measures
were also adopted in later years
such as floodplain management,
flood forecasting and warning,
flood insurance and financial com-
pensation.
However, despite the efforts
made on the ground, people conti-
nue to suffer with perennial flood-

aim was to help the local adminis-
tration in terms of preparedness
and having in place a relief sup-
port system. However, a solution
to the issue of chronic flooding lies
in revisiting the old plans and ar-
rangements between India and
Nepal. This is because flood con-
trol in Bihar is just not possible till
a dedicated intergovernmental pa-
nel is formed through a bilateral
mechanism between India and Ne-
pal, that in turn can study, assess
and offer solutions to this shared
crisis.

Fundamentals of flooding

Historically, Bihar has been
known to be India’s most flood-
prone State. The Flood Manage-
ment Improvement Support
Centre (FMISC), Department of
Water Resources, Government of
Bihar estimates that 76% of the
population in north Bihar faces
the recurring threat of flood devas-
tation. About 68,800 sq. km out of
a total geographical area of 94,163
sq. km, or about 73.06% of the

number of floods during the last
30-years. In the years 1978, 1987,
1998, 2004 and 2007[,] Bihar wit-
nessed high magnitudes of flood.
The total area affected by floods
has also increased during these
years. [The] Flood of 2004 de-
monstrates the severity of the
flood problem when a vast area of
23490 Sq Km was badly affected
by the floods of Bagmati, Kamla &
Adhwara groups of rivers causing
loss of about 800 human lives,
even when Ganga, the master

waned. Consequently, not much
has happened barring the use of
water resources for hydroelectric
generation.

Recasting water management
For the people of Madhubani,
Darbhanga, Sitamarhi, Sheohar,
Saharsa, Supaul, Purnea, Araria,
Madhepura, Katihar, Samastipur,
Muzaffarpur, Bettiah, Motihari
and Begusarai, the flood is a part
of their lives. In fact, infrastructu-
ral interventions such as building
embankments and re-routing
streams have disturbed the con-
ventional pattern of slow water
flow.

Earlier, without so many artifi-
cial barriers, the flow of water
used to aid farming in the region.
The Kosi Treaty of 1954, under
which the embankments in Nepal
were established and maintained,
was not futuristic and did not
make enough provisions for the
maintenance of embankments
and the rivers changing their
course. The deposition of stones,

from its rivers that cause flooding
on the Indian side; and on their
part, for believing that India is
reaping the benefits from all pro-
jects that were taken up in the
past. Clearly, course correction is
needed to reestablish water coop-
eration as a common cause and
draw inspiration for joint action
from the 1950s.

For a policy refresh

As early as in 1937, the transition
from the traditional method of
flood control to the embankment-
based British system was thought
out. To control the floodwater at
Barahakshetra in Nepal, a high
dam was thus planned and finally
built after the devastating Kosi
flood in 1953. Prime Minister Jawa-
harlal Nehru visited the flood-af-
fected areas in 1953 and an-
nounced a visionary Kosi scheme
for the safe resettlement of the af-
fected people. Lalit Narayan Mis-
hra, former Union Cabinet Minis-
ter, was the first prominent
political leader from the Mithila

Johnson — to supply 700m doses by the end of July ing in north Bihar (the Mithilan- land area is flood affected. A large  drain was flowing low.” sand, silt and sediment has led to  region who unwaveringly tried im-
2021, h t 400 le. Usi thi chal rgglqn). 1.\l.ready facing a part_of no.rth Bihar, adjoining Ne— . river bed_s rising, Chgnglng course  proving 1nfrastr.uctu¥a1 capabili-
enougn to cover m peopre. LSIng everything humanitarian crisis of sorts follow-  pal, is drained by a number of riv- Cooperation of the past and causing unimaginable losses.  ties with the Kosi Project and oth-

from consistent high-level messaging by the President
and his team to get vaccinated, to lottery tickets and
cash gifts offered by local and State governments to
those willing to step and get a shot, the country has po-
wered through to the point where 193 million Ameri-
cans have received at least one dose, and at least 165
million people have received all the required doses.
Yet, it is now increasingly clear that there are two co-
horts of adults resisting vaccines: the first, who are
averse to getting vaccinated in all circumstances — pre-
ponderantly those who are rural, white, politically con-
servative, and evangelical Christian, according to sur-
veys; and the second that are open to considering
getting vaccinated but would like to wait for some time
before committing to it. The second cohort is, like the
first, mixed to an extent, but primarily consists of a di-
verse urban group, younger in age, often Democratic,
and includes minorities such as African Americans, and
Latino Americans. Regardless of the reasons for resist-
ing, the statistics paint a grim picture, of 95% or higher
of COVID-19 hospitalisations and deaths being of unvac-
cinated people; and of the highest toll affecting States
with lower-than-average vaccination rates, including
the likes of Florida and Texas. The Biden administra-
tion has an unenviable, multi-pronged task at hand. On
the one hand, it must continue to put out facts and data
as well as advocacy messaging for ever-widening vac-
cine reach, and this includes working alongside social
media platforms to clamp down on rampant misinfor-
mation. On the other hand, it needs to avoid succumb-
ing to any and all pressures to relax precautions, for ex-
ample the disastrous — and now reversed — guidance
supplied by the CDC on May 13 to the effect that people
need not wear masks if they had been vaccinated.

ing the novel coronavirus pan-
demic, this year’s extra rainfall
and floods have been a moment of
reckoning. Unfortunately, this
chronic issue which is making over
five crore people of the north Bi-
har in India and Tarai in Nepal so
vulnerable, does not seem to get
the attention it deserves by policy-
makers on both sides of the
border.

This year, on May 4-5, Bihar’s
Disaster Management Department
released two documents titled:
“Pre-Flood Preparedness” and
“Flood Control Order 2021”. The
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ers that have their catchments in
the steep and geologically nascent
Himalayas.

Originating in Nepal, the high
discharge and sediment load in
the Kosi, Gandak, Burhi Gandak,
Bagmati, Kamla Balan, Mahanan-
da and Adhwara Group wreak ha-
voc in the plains of Nepal’s Tarai
and Bihar. The FMISC says: “About
65% of the catchment area of these
rivers falls in Nepal/Tibet and only
35% of the catchment area lies in
Bihar. A review by Kale (1997) indi-
cated that the plains of North Bi-
har have recorded the highest

Unlike the indifference shown by
Kathmandu on matters of floods
and water management in recent
years, the history of cooperation
between India and Nepal for em-
bankments starting in the 1950s is
worth looking at. When work on
the Kosi embankments started in
January 1955, a group of retired
Nepali soldiers came over volunta-
rily to join hands with Indian vo-
lunteers and start the work. Such a
progressive government-citizen in-
terface could not sustain itself and
water cooperation between the
two countries for a common cause

Between the mid-18th and
mid-20th centuries, the Kosi is
said to have shifted over 100 kilo-
metres westward, resulting in
large-scale human displacements.
Also, there is a need for greater
sensitisation on climatic imbalanc-
es and sustainable development.
Ironically, the same flood-affected
regions also face the issue of
drought and a sinking water table.

Notwithstanding Kathmandu’s
wavered approach on the matters
concerning water management
with India, it would not be apt to
blame Nepal for releasing water

er initiatives to control the
flooding.

In the mainstream political and
policy establishments, greater at-
tention needs to be given to this
annual calamity and its devastat-
ing effects on lives and livelihoods.
India and Nepal need to be in dia-
logue to end the crisis of flooding
every year. With a long-term stra-
tegy of water management cooper-
ation between India and Nepal,
the matter should be looked into.

Atul K. Thakur is a policy analyst and
columnist

Mother tongue learning
The emphasis on using
one’s mother tongue as the
primary medium of
instruction in technical
courses (Editorial page, “A
language ladder for an
education roadblock”,
August 5) in a linguistically
and culturally diverse
country such as India is
ill-advised. Citing examples
of homogenous and mostly
monolingual countries such
as South Korea, Japan and
China where such
programmes have been
successful is missing the
point. In a nation like ours,

where regions are primarily
demarcated on the basis of
language, this is a recipe for
disastrous divisions and
regressive development in
the long run. Already
plagued by rising bouts of
regionalism, such moves
will only further shackle
our youth, limiting them to
their homes with fewer
employment opportunities.
The solution is to
implement bilingualism or,
better yet, multilingualism
across the education sector,
with a special emphasis on
English as a unifying factor,
as well as our fellow

regional languages, thereby
rewriting our colonial
legacy. This will also
eliminate the debate of
Hindi versus other regional
languages. Hence, we shall
have a generation proficient
in both English and their
mother tongue in addition
to the option of learning
another regional language
which will expand our
human resource assets.

SALINI JOHNSON,
Thiruvanthapuram

Women and science
The article, “The doubted
scientist and her vaccine

revolution” (OpEd page,
August 5), makes it clear
that Dr. Katalin Kariko’s
journey is not only
heart-warming but also
shows how she stands as a
role model for scores of
women in science. Women
in STEM, or in the fields of
Science, Technology,

Engineering and
Mathematics, are

their abilities and

significantly outnumbered
by men. The discrimination
against women in science
continues in terms of access
to education, questioning

knowledge, and there being
a (gender) gap in pay and

Toread more letters
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opportunities. Highlighting
Dr. Kariko’s contribution
would help get rid of sexist
stereotypes and is a lesson
for ensuring inclusiveness
in the discipline.

PRAJAKTA SAWANT,
Navi Mumbai

CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS:

A clarification: With reference to the story headlined “Governor’s pardon power overrides 433A:
SC” (Aug. 4, 2021) — web editions had headlined the story as “Governors can pardon prisoners,
including death row ones: Supreme Court” — the correspondent says the story should have referred to
them as “death row prisoners whose sentences have been commuted to life imprisonment”.

The photo caption in the story headlined “Trinamool eyes Tripura to gain national footprint” (Aug.

2, 2021) erroneously referred to Manik Sarkar as Tripura Chief Minister. It should have been former
Chief Minister as correctly given in the text of the story.
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are government schools not the first choice?
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New opportunity for storytelling

Improving the infrastructure of government
schools will make them more attractive

The public education system is the
primary option for millions of stu-
dents in India. These institutions
have become more important as the
pandemic takes a toll on the econo-
my, putting fee-charging schools
beyond the reach of many and forc-
ing thousands to move to govern-
ment schools. The Patna High Court
recently asked for data on how ma-
ny IAS and IPS officers have en-
rolled their wards in government
schools. Anita Rampal and Uma
Mahadevan discuss public educa-
tion in a conversation moderated by
G. Ananthakrishnan. Edited
excepts:

About 51% students are in
government schools and nearly
10% in aided schools, yet there
seems to be a bias against such
schools amongst wider sections
of the middle class. What
factors underline such a bias?

Anita Rampal: People feel there
are not enough teachers in these
schools, or the schools may not be
functioning regularly. They get car-
ried away by the notions of a brand-
ed private school, even though it
may not have good teachers. Also,
private schools brand themselves
[in a particular way]: they say they
are English medium and parents
feel that is good. But children don’t
learn better in a second language,
they learn better if they begin to
first read and write in the first lan-
guage. Then, they also learn English
better as a second language.

Government schools are not just
of one kind. In Delhi, there are
about seven-eight kinds of different-
ly resourced government schools.
Now, the ordinary government
school is the poorest and is also get-
ting the poorest children.

Uma Mahadevan: There are diffe-
rent kinds of government schools:
there are Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVs),
which are very well-resourced, with
good infrastructure and good teach-
ers. There are Jawahar Navodaya Vi-
dyalayas, which are islands of excel-
lence and competitively looked at
for admissions. There are residen-
tial schools run by different State go-
vernments which are again well-re-
sourced, have good infrastructure,
spacious classrooms. Then, there
are other model schools. We also

have municipal schools and the typ-
ical government schools run by the
different Zilla Panchayats, which are
not always as well resourced but of-
ten tend to get the poorer students.
We should also look at the basic
safety, well-being and hygiene fac-
tors in these schools. There is no
reason why they cannot have well
functioning toilets, drinking water
and proper compound walls. To
that extent, there is some work that
should be done in improving the im-
age of these schools. We then come
to pedagogy, teacher development,
the level of community participa-
tion, the parent committees, etc.

Ten years since the Right to
Education law, have structural
issues been addressed?

UM: It’s an ongoing process. Struc-
tural issues are vast. We are a very
large country with different kinds of
education systems in different
States. And we have different kinds
of issues — some areas may have a
higher tribal population or different
kinds of local issues that need to be
addressed. But over the years, the
RTE has contributed tremendously
in filling our classrooms and in mak-
ing education accessible to children
who would otherwise have been at
risk of slipping out or being pushed
out of the education system and in-
to situations like child labour or
child marriage. We need to look
long and hard at what we have been
able to achieve and what remains to
be achieved. The fact that there is a
lot that remains to be done should
not take away from the considerable
work that has been done.

AR: 1 agree that we must look at
what has been done, but also, bare-
ly 15% of the schools can be called as
compliant with the RTE. That is also
a reason why children are being
pushed out. Section 29 of the RTE
explains what kind of education ev-
ery child has a right to. There is no
school complying with that, includ-
ing elite schools. It talks about dis-
covery and activities which are
child-centred. And on developing
the potential of every child, not call-
ing them ‘slow learners’, not testing
them in a centralised way. We have
abandoned that understanding.

Are the victims of this

RITU RAJ KONWAR

phenomenon predominantly in
government schools?

AR: Yes. And poor children who
don’t have tuition, parents to sup-
port them at home, or books. Dur-
ing COVID-19, 60-70% children had
nothing. There was no attempt to go
to them and see what they needed.
But we say they have a ‘learning
loss” and poor ‘learning outcomes’.

UM: It’s true that we should be con-
scious of not using the language of
deficit. The RTE gave us the ap-
proach of looking at the child not as
a bucket to be filled but as a person
who is growing and bringing to the
class rich and valuable experiences
and the ability to learn. The RTE al-
so gave us the approach of forma-
tive assessments. It is not the child
who is unable to learn; assessments
need to help us find ways to help
children learn better.

Some people prefer English.
People don’t want a school
which does not offer English.

UM: English is seen as aspirational,
which is fine, but for it to become
the medium of instruction would
cut away a child from what she al-
ready knows, such as concepts.
Education begins as a journey from
the familiar to the unfamiliar. Edu-
cation in the mother tongue in the
primary years helps a child build on
prior knowledge and concepts.

Do we have adequate capacity
at the secondary and higher
secondary levels in government
schools? The net enrolment
falls sharply beyond the
primary level. Could this be
increased with better access to
quality public schooling?

UM: Definitely, especially for girls.
The fact that there is a drop in net
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Streaming services are liberating for filmmakers and

viewers across the world

JAYENDRA PANCHAPAKESAN
& MANI RATNAM

The pandemic has taught us many
things, but two of them stand out for
us. The first is how we need to be
there for each other in times of crisis
and the second is how stories form
connections and unite us. It was over
a year ago that the pandemic terribly
affected film industries around the
world, including our own. One even-
ing, during a brainstorming session,
we decided to help unite the incredi-
ble creative community of Tamil ci-
nema to send a much-needed mes-
sage of solidarity and resilience with
Navarasa. We needed the daily wage
earners in the industry, shaken by
the pandemic, to feel reassured that
their industry won’t let them down.

Greenlighting films can take a long
time and we were surprised by how
quickly Netflix understood what we
were trying to do with this nine-film
anthology. We were inspired by the
amount of work that a streaming ser-
vice was ready to put in, its attention
to detail, focus on quality and most
importantly, how respectful it was of
the creators who came on board and
gave them space and trust to produce
their work.

Language agnostic

As viewers, the language of a story
stopped mattering to us a long time
ago; we have become language ag-
nostic. Many people around us, just
like us, have discovered many region-
al Indian films, as well as cinemas
from South America, Spain or Korea.
On streaming, as viewers, we are
more open to watching content that
we know nothing about. Minimum
demand for commitment and time
gives us the freedom and energy to
explore. If the story doesn’t grab our
attention, we are free to discover
another story in another language.
This has made us agnostic of where
the stories are from in terms of cul-
tures and geographies.

The canvas that streaming offers is
probably the most important thing
for storytellers. With Navarasa, it
was clear to us that we have the com-
plete freedom to narrate our stories,
without being restricted to a two-
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hour-plus format, or without break-
ing the film into two halves or being
limited by the audience of a specific
geography. Streaming enables us to
tailor our stories to a film or a series
and still remain honest to it. For in-
stance, we could craft the story for
each rasa (emotion) and do it crea-
tive justice. Without deviating from
what the story needs or without de-
signing the film for all audiences,
filmmakers today can still reach the
right audiences for their content, in
their homes, across the world. Even
stories rooted in a specific culture
have found a worldwide reach with
streaming. This is why streaming ser-
vices are liberating for a filmmaker
and for audiences across the world
who may have never get to watch
these incredible stories that bridge
their understanding of cultures.

Future of storytelling

We have three observations to share.
First, streaming services are pushing
filmmaking towards a higher quality
of storytelling and enabling us to
compete with the finest filmmakers
in the world in terms of quality and
storytelling, which is fueling our de-
sire to do even better work. Second,
streaming services have made us
aware of and opened up the possibil-
ity to collaborate with incredible ac-
tors, directors and technicians across
the world. This will bring unprece-
dented opportunities to everyone in
filmmaking. We will see more fusion
in production and talent, which will
lead to more exchange of ideas and
craft, and make the processes of edit-
ing, writing, research, costume de-
signing and sound mixing more col-
laborative. It will become easier to
draw talent from everywhere be-
cause they will know that the story
they are working for will be seen in
their geographies too. Third, the de-
mand for content will continue to
grow and all storytelling mediums
will continue to grow with it.

With the Internet shrinking the
world, now it is the turn of stories
and streaming to make it truly one
world.

Jayendra Panchapakesan and Mani Ratnam

are filmmakers

(’ Barely 15% of the schools
can be called as compliant
with the RTE.

ANITA RAMPAL

enrolment from primary to secon-
dary should be viewed with con-
cern. We need to understand the
obstacles: transportation, location,
etc., which may be preventing teen-
agers, especially girls, from access-
ing secondary education.

AR: It’s important that the public
education system becomes a com-
mon school system. A KV has a
small percentage of children com-
ing from different socio-economic
backgrounds. The notions of equity
are more rooted there. Children get
a chance to study with children
from different socio-economic back-
grounds. But in private schools,
that’s not the case. We were
shocked that a 12-year-old child
could tell us, ‘why do these children
have to have the same textbooks as
us? You should teach them to make
gol gappas and shoes’. This child is
unquestioned by the school. When
the school itself reproduces inequi-
ties, the government should not be
talking of centres of ‘excellence’.
Delhi takes a test for the Rajkiya Pra-
tibha Vikas Vidyalaya (schools of the
Delhi School Education Directo-
rate). Why take a test at Class 6 and
only then admit children?

A government teacher’s job is
secure, with an attractive
salary and perks and
retirement benefits, compared
to teachers in private schools.
Yet people hesitate in choosing
a government school. What can
raise the morale of these
institutions?

UM: While all that is true, the work
of a government school teacher can

be lonely and difficult. It’s highly
creative work. There’s a lot more
that we need to do in terms of em-
powering school leaders, school
heads, school communities, the en-
tire teaching community, as well as
the non-teaching community.

The midday meal cooks in a
school also contribute to building a
healthy and happy school environ-
ment as, say, the chemistry teacher.
So, there’s a lot that we need to do
to value the work of teachers and
staff, make their work visible, so
that families recognise that. We also
need to create better professional
networks for teachers, because the
best teachers continuously learn
from each other.

AR: Teachers’ professional deve-
lopment is a very weak area. Even
students who do a four-year B.EL.LEd
course and start teaching feel the in-
service training they later get is
quite dismal. Teachers’ professional
development is poor. We don’t find
investment in terms of resources or
in the planning of institutes. Now,
95% of teacher education is in priv-
ate hands and most of it is substan-
dard. Even today, almost half the
regular teacher vacancies are filled
by guest or ad hoc teachers.

How can the promise of wider
access to government schools
berealised?

UM: We should make a micro plan
for every school, a larger plan for
schools at the district level, and
then at the State level. Then basic
needs — drinking water, rainwater
harvesting, school gardens, dining
areas — need to be taken up before
we can even start talking about le-
vels of learning and teaching. The
role of local bodies should be en-
hanced. Local bodies can take ow-
nership, and school development
committees can be linked with
elected local bodies, so they can
support the needs of schools.

AR: I agree, but let’s not say learn-
ing can come later and this can
come first. These are all important
aspects of making a good school.

In terms of funding, it’s not just a
matter of cess, it’s also priority
areas. Right now, we have a priority
area like a National Testing Agency.
Why do we have something at the
national level which decides what
should happen at the local level? It
should be more decentralised.
Where are we finding investments

in public institutes for teacher edu-
cation? We have not found it for ma-
ny years.

For government servants, and
those in transferable jobs, there
is alot of paperwork,
admission hassles and even the
problem of compatibility of
State boards. Is that a barrier
due to which people don’t
generally go to a State
government school?

UM: That is something that parents
keep in mind, because when people
are transferred between States or to
Delhi, the language, the second lan-
guage, the board, the syllabus all
come into the picture. Also the abil-
ity of a child to adjust to a new way
of teaching and a new syllabus.

AR: Some years back, when a lot of
curriculum renewal was happening
in different States, the Ministry had
asked me to look at how Kerala was
doing its curriculum review, be-
cause its assessments were very dif-
ferent. It was creatively assessing
children, which other States had
not done. I documented this in
some of the poorest districts in Ker-
ala. What I found fascinating was
that there were people who had ear-
lier sent children to private schools
and were now shifting them to go-
vernment schools. They were not
people very high up in the govern-
ment hierarchy, but there were peo-
ple from government offices too.
They saw that their child was learn-
ing much better because they were
not forced into the English medium.

And during the pandemic we
have seen thousands of
students moving to government
schools in many States.

AR: Yes. If people who have lost li-
velihoods are seeking government
schools, such schools should try to
show their commitment to good
quality education — not leave them
as segregated silos for the poorest.

The courts have asked civil
servants to send their children
to government schools. Is this a
logical course to pursue?

AR: You can’t take punitive mea-
sures and say, ‘why didn’t you put
your child there?’ But trying to say,
‘why can’t we do it when all other
countries have managed’ is someth-
ing that we should take up seriously.
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Testing i
capac1t1es

Many States in central, eastern and
western India have relatively fewer
COVID-19 testing labs compared to the
southern and north-eastern States.
States such as Bihar, Uttar Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Odisha and Rajasthan have

less than 20 testing labs per 1 crore Rajasthan (10),
population. In about 78% of the 641 U.P. (12), and
districts for which data were available, g‘?f’)rlézsgd
less than five labs are available to test comparatively

samples. In about 30 districts, there are
no labs. When lab availability relative to
the population is considered, only 44 of
the 641 districts have more than 10 labs
per 1 lakh population. It is important

to note that India's average number of
COVID-19 tests has sharply reduced to

17.5 lakh per day in August from over 30

lakh in June. By The Hindu Data Team

1. STATE-WISE
The map depicts
the State-wise,
COVID-19 testing
labs per crore
population.
Among the
major States,
Uttarakhand,
Kerala,
Himachal
Pradesh and
Tamil Nadu have
a higher share of
testing labs (>30
labs per crore
population).
Eight major
States, including
Bihar, Rajasthan
and U.P., have

m Uttarakhand

(57 labs per crore

population),
Kerala (50),
H.P. (44) and

T.N. (36) have
comparatively
more labs relative
to the population

= Bihar (5 labs per
crore population),

fewer labs relative
to the population

u The labs

considered for

analysis only

include facilities

approved for

PCR, TrueNAT and

RT-

CBNAAT testing

Testing labs per crore
population

2. DISTRICT-WISE
The map shows the
district-wise number
of COVID-19 testing
labs. About 500
districts have less
than five testing
facilities for RT-
PCR, TrueNAT
and CBNAAT
testing.
Among
districts,
Bengaluru (107),
Mumbai Urban and
Suburban (63), Pune
(56), Rangareddy
(52) and Lucknow
(47) are the top five
in terms of the total
number of labs

FROM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 6, 1971
Mans first walk in deep space

Astronaut Alfred Worden took man’s first
walk in deep space to-day, floating effortless-
ly like a feather nearly 320,000 km. from
earth as he retrieved two film canisters from
the rear of the streaking Apollo-15 spacecraft
[Houston, August 5]. The canisters contain
nearly two miles (3.2 km.) of high resolution
film covering nearly 20 per cent of the lunar
surface. A television camera relayed clear
pictures to earth as Worden, bundled in a
stiff pressure suit and attached to a 25-foot
life-line, made three 15-foot trips to the cam-
era bay, twice to extract the film and once to
inspect equipment. He stepped through the
open hatch at 15-40 G.M.T. (2110 I.S.T.) and
was back inside the cabin just 18 minutes la-
ter, the 10th man to take a walk in space, and
the first to do so that far from his home pla-
net. “It’s remarkable,” Worden exclaimed in
the breath-taking vista of the sun, stars, sky
and moon around him. Worden had an
emergency pack on his back in the event of
his life-line being severed during the walk.
Worden’s heart beat rose from 70’s to about
130 a minute as he moved out — his first time
outside Endeavour since launch from Cape
Kennedy 10 days ago.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 6, 1921
Absolute number

of testing labs Gandhi's reception at Aligarh

@0
® 14 Mr. A. Mahamad Kwaja wires from Aligarh
5-9 under date August 5: — Mahatma Gandhi, ac-

>9 companied by Maulana Syed Subani, Maula-
- na Mohamed Ali, Mr. Stokes and others ar-

5 295
less than 15 labs rived last night at Aligarh from Bombay. The
3. RELATIVE TO AP. o . 4.TESTS CONDUCTED journey was marked throughout by scenes
POPULATION Bihar The chart shows the seven-day of enthusiasm. At each of the principal sta-
The chart plots ~ Chhattisgarh e moving average of new tests tions seething crowds greeted the great lead-
the district- Gujarat e conducted in India (in lakhs) since er with thunderous cries of “Mahatma Gand-
wise a\_/allab|l|ty Haryana ° the beginning of the pandemic hiki-ki-iai” and deluged th
of testing Himachal o ° 5 1_ 1-ki-jal” and deluged the comp_artment
laboratories per 18K o ° The number 40 : with flowers. Maulana Mohamed Ali exhort-
lakh population Jharkhand of tests has ©ed the people to give up the use of bideshi
among major Karnataka ° significantly cloth and caps and they invariably respond-
States. In 44% of Kerala ®e g?{gf g,%wn ed with the utmost enthusiasm, casting
:::j g ?; tgltségicf:slsn M.P. second wave caps, turbans and other articles in through
than one lab per ~Maharashtra subsided the open windows. At Agra Cantonment, the
lakh population is Odisha Mahatmaji addressed the crowds upon Hin-
available Punjab ° Each dot du-Muslim unity and urged them to take at
Rajasthan corresponds once to the use of Khadi. The people seemed
Source: Data T.N. o to adistrictin @ unable to leave the presence of their leaders
collated from ICMR U.P. e o astate and stood patiently in the heavy rain to hear
website by Uttarakhand ®we oo their message. Many clambered on the out-
Pratap Vardhan W.B e Labs per lakh population 2 side the train and in this position accompa-
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Truth has to come out
in snooping issue: SC

The CJI said that some of the
petitioners have expanded
the scope of their pleas
beyond Pegasus to other is-
sues, including a challenge
on authorised interceptions
under the Telegraph Act.

“There are a number of
problems... We have to see
which petitions we have to
issue notice on. Some have
even challenged the Tele-
graph Act... These are unne-
cessary complications,”
Chief Justice Ramana and
Justice Kant told the
lawyers.

The hearing began with a
barrage of questions from
the Bench. For one, the
Chief Justice noted that a
“majority” of the petitions
were based on reports in fo-
reign newspapers. The
court asked whether there
was any other “verifiable
material” based on which it
could order an inquiry into
the Pegasus allegations.

“We are not saying the
petitions are based on hear-
say and we cannot say there
is no material, but with your
access to international ma-
terials and  resources,
should you not have made
more efforts?” Chief Justice
Ramana asked the petition-
ers’ side.

Secondly, he said ques-
tions regarding surveillance
had popped up over two
years ago. “Why have you
come now suddenly? What
were you doing for two
years?” Thirdly, the court
asked why the “targets”
have not taken criminal ac-
tion. “If you knew your
phone was hacked, why did
you not file a criminal com-
plaint?” he said.

NSO Group’s plea in U.S.
Responding to the first ques-
tion about the need for “ver-
ifiable material other than
foreign newspaper reports”
to order an inquiry, senior
advocate Kapil Sibal, ap-
pearing for Mr. Ram and se-
nior journalist Sashi Kumar,
said a California court had
recorded that the Pegasus
spyware was “only sold to
government agencies”. The
U.S. court had rejected a
plea by the NSO Group, the
creators of the spyware, for
“sovereign immunity”. Mr.
Ram’s petition clearly men-
tioned that the U.S. court
was dealing with a suit filed
by WhatsApp against the
NSO Group “for targeting
the mobile phones of
around 1,400 users with
malware”.

But Mr. Sibal said there

was anyway no dispute
about Pegasus targeting In-
dian phone users. A state-
ment was made by the Mi-
nister in the Lok Sabha in
July, taking note of Pegasus
surveillance of Indian users.

On the second question
about why the petitioners
have moved court in 2021
and not in 2019 when re-
ports of unauthorised sur-
veillance first came out, se-
nior advocate Meenakshi
Arora, for Mr. Brittas, stated
that the issue was indeed
raised in November 2019.
“The Minister had then an-
swered there was no un-

authorised interception,”
Ms. Arora submitted.
Senior advocate C.U.

Singh, for the Editors Guild,
said the names of targets
came to be known only in
July 2021.

On the third question re-
garding why ‘targets’ did
not go to court individually,
senior advocate Shyam Di-
van said this was not an indi-
vidual case of surveillance.
“The dimension of this sur-
veillance is huge. This is an
issue which requires the for-
mation of an independent
fact-finding body at the
highest level,” he submitted.

Senior advocate Arvind
Datar, for the five journal-
ists, agreed that the enormi-
ty of the allegations and the
number of persons targeted
deserved the court to take
up this case as a “class ac-
tion suit”.

“Pegasus is a rogue tech-
nology. It is entirely illegal.
It infiltrates our lives with-
out our knowledge through
our phones... It hears, it
watches, it surveys our ev-
ery movement. It destroys
the constitutional values of
our Republic like privacy
and individual dignity. Mo-
reover, it destroys our na-
tional Internet backbone
and is a threat to our nation-
al security... Please issue
notice to the government.
Let the government come
on board and say why and
how Pegasus infiltrated in
India... Let the government
say why, if they knew of the
surveillance, they did not
register a case... Why did
the Government of India
keep quiet?” Mr. Sibal said.

He said he was informed
that accessing a mobile
phone using Pegasus costs
$55,000. “The NSO Group
says its technology is used
for fighting terror and
crime... So all these journal-
ists are terrorists now?” he
inquired.

Centre seeks to redact
retrospective tax law

Later, the tax was invoked
against Cairn Energy for a
corporate  reorganisation
done in 2006-07 and its as-
sets were frozen by the auth-
orities. The National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA), which
was in the Opposition at the
time, had termed this “tax
terrorism” and late former
Finance Minister Arun Jait-
ley had promised to stop the
retrospective tax levy. Ho-
wever, there has been no
move to scrap the law in the
NDA’s seven years in office
so far — the latest rethink
could have been prompted
by last month’s Paris court
order allowing Cairn to
freeze at least 20 Indian pro-
perties worth $23 million.
The Bill’s ‘Statement of
Objects and Reasons’ reads:
“It is argued that such re-
trospective  amendments
militate against the princi-
ple of tax certainty and
damage India's reputation
as an attractive destination.”
It also says, “In the past few
years, major reforms have
been initiated in the finan-
cial and infrastructure sec-
tor which has created a pos-
itive  environment for
investment in the country.
However, this retrospective
clarificatory amendment
and consequent demand
created in a few cases conti-
nues to be a sore point with
potential investors.”
Experts welcomed the
move as it will end the
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spectre of policy uncertain-
ty for potential investors
who have seen the Vodafone
and Cairn cases unfold over
the past decade. “This could
help restore India’s reputa-
tion as a fair and predictable
regime apart from helping
put an end to unnecessary,
prolonged and expensive li-
tigation,” said Pranav Sayta,
tax partner at EY.

“The ghost of the retros-
pective amendment on indi-
rect transfers is now pro-
posed to be buried with the
government giving up
claims on taxes due under
such covered indirect transf-
ers of Indian assets and is
seeking to respect the origi-
nal decision of the Supreme
Court,” noted Aravind Sriv-
atsan, tax leader at Nangia
Andersen.

Separate international ar-
bitration tribunal verdicts in
the Vodafone and Cairn cas-
es have ruled against India’s
retrospective tax demands
over the past year. While the
government had earlier said
it will honour the legal pro-
cess, it has filed appeals
against both verdicts. Cairn
Energy, which was awarded
$1.2 billion by an interna-
tional tribunal, has filed cas-
es in at least ten global juris-
dictions, including the U.S.,
the UK., Canada and Japan,
to seize India’s assets in lieu
of the award as the govern-
ment did not abide by the
tribunal’s decision.

»

Pegasus, farm laws
stall Lok Sabha
for third week

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

With proceedings in both
Houses of Parliament re-
maining stalled for the third
week of the monsoon ses-
sion over the Pegasus snoop-
ing controversy and the farm
laws, Opposition members
are likely to hold a symbolic
protest at Jantar Mantar on
Friday to express solidarity
with the protesting farmers.

Since the start of the Par-
liament session, a section of
farmer leaders have been
protesting at Jantar Mantar
to demand the repeal of the
three controversial farm
laws.

The modalities are likely
to be worked out at the rou-
tine floor coordination meet-
ing of Opposition leaders on
Friday morning but former

Amid din, Rajya Sabha passes 3 Bills -

Dissent hour: Opposition members protesting in the Lok Sabha on Thursday. =pmi

Congress chief Rahul Gandhi
is expected join the protests.
“All of us, including Rahul-
ji, will go to Jantar Mantar
and reiterate our stand that
the farm laws are ‘black laws’
and need to be withdrawn,”
a senior Congress leader
from the Lok Sabha said, ad-
ding that the Pegasus snoop-
ing controversy continues to
be the “number one issue”.
On Thursday too, the Lok

Sabha witnessed multiple ad-
journments over the Pegasus
snooping and the farm laws,
even as the government in-
troduced two key Bills: the
Central Universities (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2021 and the Tax-
ation Laws (Amendment)
Bill, 2021. Leader of the Con-
gress in the Lok Sabha Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury said Bills
were being passed in the
House without a debate with

an average time of seven mi-
nutes spent on a Bill, and ob-
jected to supplementary list
of business being circulated
at the last minute.

The day’s proceedings
started at 11 a.m. with Speak-
er Om Birla congratulating
the Indian hockey team for
its Olympic bronze medal af-
ter 41 years, as well as the
women players who won
medals in individual events.

Essential Defence Services Bill will de-nationalise defence manufacturing: Kharge

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Parliament on Thursday
passed the Essential Defence
Services Bill, 2021, that pro-
hibits strikes by workers in
manufacturing and mainte-
nance of defence equip-
ment, as well as the Commis-
sion for Air Quality
Management in National
Capital Region and Adjoin-
ing Areas Bill, 2021, which
sets up a statutory body for
handling air pollution in the
NCR.

The two Bills, which were
passed by the Lok Sabha ear-
lier this week, were cleared
by the Rajya Sabha on Thurs-
day amid din.

The Upper House also
passed the Constitution
(Scheduled Tribes) Order
(Amendment) Bill, 2021,
which amends the list of STs
in Arunachal Pradesh.

Congress MP Mallikarjun
Kharge speaking in the Rajya
Sabha on Thursday. =pmi

The three Bills were
passed after brief discus-
sions, while the Opposition
continued to protest against
the government over the al-
leged use of Pegasus spy-
ware on Indians and in sup-
port of its demand for repeal
of the three farm laws passed
last year.

The Constitution (Sche-

BJP to focus on free

ration for poor in UP.

Modi criticises past governments

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW

If Narendra Modi-led BJP
dedicated August 5 last year
— exactly a year after chang-
ing the constitutional status
of Jammu and Kashmir in
2019 — to launch the con-
struction of the Ram Man-
dir, this year the day marked
the government’s emphasis
on free ration to the poor in
poll-bound Uttar Pradesh.

Mr. Modi on Thursday ac-
cused past governments in
Uttar Pradesh of restricting
the State to a “political
centre” for reasons of dy-
nasty and political selfish-
ness and never linking it to
the country’s financial pro-
gress.

He also blamed the Oppo-
sition parties for “stalling”
the proceedings of Parlia-
ment and “insulting” it for
their “political selfishness”
and said their actions indi-
cated they were trying to
score “self-goals”. He juxta-
posed the stalling of Parlia-
ment with the achievements
of and “goals” scored by the
Indian sportspersons in the
Tokyo Olympics. “What the
country wants, what it is
achieving and how it is
changing, they have no in-
terest in this. For their sel-
fishness, these people are
hurting both the country’s
time and feelings,” he said,

Narendra Modi

adding that the country
could not be “held hostage”
to this politics.

Addressing beneficiaries
of the Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana virtual-
ly, Mr. Modi said the date
August 5 would be recorded
in history for years to come.
He referred to the removal
of Article 370 (2019) and the
“first steps” towards the
construction of Ram Mandir
(2020).

To emphasise Ayodhya,
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath attended
the event for free ration
from the town, where he
elaborated on Mr. Modi’s
schemes worth over 33,000
crore for building a “New
Ayodhya.” Ram Mandir was
being built at a fast pace, ad-
ded Mr. Modi, who also
praised Mr. Adityanath as a
“karma yogi.”

duled Tribes) Order (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2021, which seeks
to amend the constitutional
list of Scheduled Tribes as
recommended by Arunachal
Pradesh was passed in 12 mi-
nutes. It was passed by voice
vote amidst shrill protests
from Opposition members
on the Pegasus spyware.
“This Bill will bring justice
to tribals,” Tribal Affairs Mi-
nister Arjun Munda said.

Stubble burning

On the commission for air
quality management Bill,
several MPs raised concerns
over a clause that they said
would penalise farmers for
burning stubble.

In his response, Environ-
ment Minister Bhupender
Yadav said penalty would
not be imposed on farmers
and that stubble burning had
been decriminalised.

Nitish writes
to Modi on
caste census

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PATNA

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar on Thursday said
that he had written a letter
seeking an appointment
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to press for a
caste-based census.

“Once the Prime Minis-
ter gives appointment, we
will take the matter for-
ward,” Mr. Kumar told me-
diapersons in Patna, after
an aerial survey of flood-af-
fected districts.

Earlier, the Leader of
the Opposition in the Bihar
Assembly Tejashwi Yadav
had urged Mr. Kumar to
lead an all-party delegation
to the PM on the issue. The
State legislature, too, had
earlier passed a unani-
mous resolution support-
ing the caste-based census.

Days back, Mr. Kumar
had also said that if the
Centre did not agree to
their request for a caste-
based census, the State go-
vernment had options to
conduct one on its own. Ja-
nata Dal (United) MPs,
sources said, had earlier
been denied a meeting
with the PM on the issue,
and were told to meet
Home Minister Amit Shah
instead.

However, some State BJP
leaders feel such a census
would create “tension in
society”.

During the discussion on
the Essential Defence Servic-
es Bill, 2021, Leader of the
Opposition Mallikarjun
Kharge said new precedents
were being set. He said the
Bill was included in the addi-
tional agenda and was not
earlier supposed to be
brought in this session.
There was an attempt to get
the Bill passed through any
means, taking “advantage”
of the ruckus in the House.
He said the Bill sought to de-
nationalise defence manu-
facturing and maintenance
and should be sent to a se-
lect committee.

Elamaram Kareem of the
CPI(M) moved a statutory re-
solution against the Bill and
termed it “draconian”.

For his part, Defence Mi-
nister Rajnath Singh said the
Bill did not impede the right
to “peaceful protest”.

m'b:.“I BRI v

However, protests and slo-
ganeering started the mo-
ment the Question Hour was
taken up by the Speaker,
with many members troop-
ing into the Well of the
House. “This is not appro-
priate for Parliament tradi-
tions,” Mr. Birla said as the
protests  continued. He
pointed out that crores of ru-
pees were being spent to run
Parliament and people were
asking why the House was
not functioning.

As the protests did not
stop, he adjourned the
House until noon; three
more adjournments took
place after this. Mr. Chowd-
hury tried to raise the issue
of the alleged rape and mur-
der of a nine-year-old Dalit
girl but was quickly rebutted
by Minister of State for Par-
liamentary Affairs Arjun
Meghwal, who wondered
why Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi never raised his
voice against such incidents
in Congress-ruled Rajasthan.

join farmers’ stir today

Rajnath didn’t
keep his word,
says Kharge

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The  Opposition-govern-
ment tussle came to a head
on Thursday when the
Leader of the Opposition in
the Rajya Sabha, Mallikar-
jun Kharge, accused the
government of running a
propaganda that the Oppo-
sition was being inflexible
despite the government’s
attempt to broker a peace
deal.

Mr. Kharge accused De-
fence Minister Rajnath
Singh of not delivering on
his promise to resolve the
deadlock. Mr. Kharge said
Mr. Singh had called him
and told him that he would
find some “solution” to the
problem after returning
from a foreign trip. But a
week had passed since his
return and no leader had
received any notice for a
meeting, he said.

‘Defence Services Bill
will lapse after a year’

Right to protest stays: defence official

DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

The Essential Defence Ser-
vices Bill, 2021, passed in
the Rajya Sabha on Thurs-
day does not come into ef-
fect unless it is invoked and
is in place for only one year,
a defence official said.

The Bill was promulgated
to prevent the employee un-
ions of the Ordnance Facto-
ry Board (OFB) from going
on strike against the corpo-
ratisation plan that was an-
nounced.

“There is a sunset clause
introduced in Clause 1 as an
amendment. It is applicable
only for one year, after
which it will lapse,” the offi-
cial said. “It does not come
into effect by default. Em-
ployees have the right to
peaceful protest.” The Bill
also did not violate the In-

Mounting protest: Police personnel trying to disperse
Youth Congress activists in New Delhi on Thursday. =pmi

Modi suppressing
reality, says Rahul

‘Media not allowed to talk on key issues’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Just as Opposition members
holding placards in the Lok
Sabha are not shown by the
Lok Sabha TV to hide the
reality, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi too is suppress-
ing the reality, former Con-
gress  president Rahul
Gandbhi has said.

He made these remarks
on Thursday at ‘Sansad Ghe-
rao’, a programme of the In-
dian Youth Congress to prot-
est  against  “growing
unemployment, price rise,
farm laws and the Pegasus
snooping controversy”.
Leader of the Opposition in
the Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun
Kharge and Congress gener-
al secretary (organisation)
K.C. Venugopal were among
those who attended it.

Mr. Gandhi accused the

Akhilesh confident of 400 seats in SP’s kitty

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW
Samajwadi Party (SP) presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav on
Thursday said given the re-
sentment among people to-
wards the Yogi Adityanath go-
vernment, his party could
even win 400 out of the 403
seats in the 2022 polls.

“Till now we spoke of 350
seats. The situation is such

government of not allowing
the media to talk about is-
sues like “jobs or the ones
raised by farmers”. He cited
the recent rape and murder
of a nine-year-old in Delhi,
and claimed it was
“blacked” out. “Their aim is
to suppress the voices of the
youth in colleges and un-
iversities. Their aim is to
suppress the voice of India
because they know that the
day the youth start speaking
the reality, the Modi govern-
ment won’t last.”

The Pegasus spyware was
linked to the government’s
move to suppress people’s
voices. “Someone asked me
why the Congress is unre-
lenting over a small issue
like Pegasus. It’s a not small
issue as Narendra Modi has
put Pegasus not just in my
phone but in all of yours.”

ternational Labour Organi-
sation convention. It was
meant to ensure uninter-
rupted supply to the Servic-
es, which was “especially es-
sential in the current
situation”, the official said.

Cabinet nod

On June 16, the Cabinet ap-
proved the plan to convert
41 factories into seven go-
vernment-owned corporate
entities for better manage-
ment. Following this, the
employee unions had an-
nounced a plan to go on an
indefinite strike.

The government then
promulgated the Essential
Defence Services Ordi-
nance-2021, which bans all
strikes by defence-civilian
employees. This was con-
demned by five OFB unions,
which called it “draconian”.

No evidence
of phone
hacking: BJP

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

As Parliament continued to
see disruption owing to
Opposition protests on the
Pegasus snooping issue
and the three farm laws,
the BJP on Thursday
claimed that there was no
“prima facie” evidence to
back up the allegations that
certain phones had been
hacked by the government.

Former Union Minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad, at a
presser at the BJP’s nation-
al headquarters in New
Delhi, said the government
was willing to discuss all is-
sues in the House but the
Opposition had even for-
gone the opportunity to get
clarifications from Infor-
mation Technology Minis-
ter Ashwini Vaishnaw after
his statement on the Pega-
sus issue in the Rajya Sab-
ha. “Opposition MPs in-
stead tore the statement,”
he said.

“Is there any prima facie
evidence that [phone]
numbers were indeed put
under surveillance,” he
asked. Justice Arun Mishra,
who retired from the Su-
preme Court in September
2020 and is now chairman
of the National Human
Rights Commission, has
said a mobile number of
his allegedly put under sur-
veillance was surrendered
by him in 2014, he said.

Name of patient: Divya, 20 years. Hospital Name:
Christian Medical College. Diagnosis: Intra Conduit
Stenosis, severe tricuspid regurgitation, dilated

APPEAL

that the BJP will fall short of
candidates. Candidates won’t
ask for ticket,” Mr. Yadav said,
before embarking on his first
major show of strength before
the polls.

The former Chief Minister
led a cycle rally from the SP
headquarters to Janeshwar
Mishra Park here on the 89
birth anniversary of the so-
cialist leader. The move is said

to be a part of the SP’s out-
reach towards the Brahmin
community. Similar cycle ya-
tras were held in other dis-
tricts of the State.

Mr. Yadav, speaking to re-
porters, criticised the BJP go-
vernment for the “misman-
agement” of the second wave
of COVID-19. He said people
could even reward his party
with 400 seats.

The SP won 47 seats in 2017,
while the BJP and its allies hit
the 325 mark in a sweeping
victory.

Mr. Yadav also took a dig at
the BJP for inducting former
BSP MLA Jitendra Singh ‘Ba-
bloo’, who was an accused in
a case in which the house of
Rita Bahuguna Joshi, present
BJP MP and former Congress
leader, was set on fire in 2009.

RA/RV and normal LV/RV function. She has been
advised to undergo Rastelli Conduit revision and
valve replacement at the earliest. The cost of the
operation using bio-prosthetic valve would be
around Rs. 4,00,000/-. We request Kind Hearted
Philanthropists to save her. Kindly send donation
by Cheque/D.D/M.O Favouring Save Poor Lives
and on the back of Cheque write A/c Divya. Our
‘ Account Details: S/B Account No. 20000913487,
L| State Bank of India, Raja Annamalaipuram Branch,
and IFSC CODE: SBIN0001855, Your can donate
Google Pay No. 9884607377, UPI Id: savepoorlives@oksbi which is
exempted under 80G of IT Act.
Contact: SAVE POOR LIVES REGISTERED PUBLIC CHARITABLE
TRUST, (ADMIN DIVISION) Flat No. A1, Ceebros Garden, Ground Floor,
Old No.. 76, Kamarajar Salai, Raja Annamalaipuram, Chennai-600028. Ph:
044-42044165, Mobile: 9884607377, E-mail: save poor lives@gmail.com.
Our website: www.savepoorlives.com
DONATION SENT TO VARIOUS HOSPITAL IN JULY MONTH FOR RS.

A ND-NDE

2,48,306/-
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Jaishankar’s Tehran trip holds

His visit also
signals easing of
bilateral tensions

SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI
The visit of External Affairs
Minister (EAM) S. Jaishankar
to Tehran to attend the
swearing-in ceremony of Ira-
nian President Ebrahim Rai-
si on Thursday marks a mil-
estone in recent attempts by
both sides to reset the ties
that have been under strain
for several reasons, includ-
ing India cancelling oil im-
ports due to U.S. sanctions,
progress in Chabahar and
Iranian comments on Kash-
mir over the past few years.
They also signal that India
will continue to balance its
ties with Iran on one side,
and Iran and the U.S., and
West Asian adversaries, in-
cluding Saudi Arabia and Is-
rael, on the other.

“During his visit, EAM will

NEWS ANALYSIS

call on the President, and on
the sidelines, will also meet
other leaders,” the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA)
said in a statement ahead of
the visit, Mr. Jaishankar’s se-
cond one to Tehran within
the space of a month. In ear-
ly July, then newly-elected
Mr. Raisi made a break from
protocol to meet Mr. Jaishan-
kar and invited the govern-
ment to attend.

India has attended the
swearing-in ceremonies of
Iranian leaders before.
Former Vice-President Ha-
mid Ansari and then former
Petroleum Minister Nitin
Gadkari led the Indian parti-
cipation both times former
Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani was sworn in (2013
and 2017), but the timing of

Kishor quits
as adviser to
Amarinder

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Poll strategist Prashant
Kishor on Thursday quit as
adviser to Punjab Chief Mi-
nister Amarinder Singh as
he had decided to take a
“temporary break from an
active role in public life”
and as he had not been
able to formally assume
the responsibility.

Mr. Kishor’s exit is signif-
icant. He had been one of
the key strategists behind
Capt. Singh’s victory in the
2017 Assembly election in
Punjab. Moreover, the
Chief Minister was looking
to repeat the feat with his
help.

And Mr. Kishor’s move
comes amid speculation
that he is going to join the
All-India Congress Com-
mittee (AICC) in an impor-
tant position.

The AICC is expected to
have a major reshuftle in
the next couple of months,
with former party presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi assum-
ing charge again.

New reign: Iran's new President Ebrahim Raisi gestures during
his swearing-in ceremony in Tehran on Thursday. =arp

Minister will discuss
bilateral issues in Iran

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister
(EAM) S. Jaishankar flew
to Tehran on Thursday to
attend the swearing-in of
newly elected Iranian
President Ebrahim Raisi.
Mr. Jaishankar is meeting
Mr. Raisi as well as other
dignitaries before
returning to Delhi on
Friday. Apart from
bilateral issues, he will
discuss the growing
violence in Afghanistan.

India and Iran are the
two regional powers not
included in the “Troika
plus” meeting of
U.S.-Russia-China and
Pakistan, which is expected
to discuss Afghanistan’s
future on August 11 in Doha,
and have both made it clear
that they only recognise the
legitimacy of the Ghani
government though Iran
has held talks with Taliban
delegations as well. Afghan
President Ashraf Ghani also
attended the ceremony.

Mr. Jaishankar’s visit is of
particular note.

To begin with, his visits
come amidst rapid develop-
ments in Afghanistan, with
the U.S. completing the pull-
out of troops and the Taliban
increasing its attacks on Af-
ghan cities.

“The rapid advance of Ta-
liban concerns both India
and Iran. Iranian Foreign Mi-
nister Mohammad Javad Za-
rif has called an [Islamic
Emirate in Afghanistan] as a
‘security threat for Iran and
India and an existential
threat for Pakistan’. Given

this context, and common
interests, it is necessary for
India and Iran to cooperate
more closely, particularly on
Afghanistan, and work to
support the democratically-
elected Ashraf Ghani-led go-
vernment,” former Indian
Ambassador to Iran (2011-
2015) D.P. Srivastava told The
Hindu, referring to remarks
made by Mr. Zarif during the
Raisina Dialogue in April
last.

With the U.S.-Russia-Chi-
na-Pakistan grouping on Af-
ghanistan deciding to meet
again in Doha next Wednes-

Shutdown marks day
when J&K lost status

Regional parties express anguish

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

People in Jammu and Kash-
mir observed a shutdown
on Thursday, a day which
marked the second anniver-
sary of the revocation of
J&K’s special constitutional
status. Most markets re-
mained closed and many re-
gional parties expressed
their anguish. However, the
BJP held celebrations in
Jammu and Srinagar.

While the authorities de-
cided not to block the Inter-
net facility, extra deploy-
ments were made across the
Valley. The shutdown result-
ed in skeletal traffic on the
roads. Residents, fearing
clashes, preferred to stay in-
doors in most parts of the
old city. However, no vio-
lence was reported from
any part of the Valley.

Wearing a black band, Pe-
oples Democratic Party
(PDP) president Mehbooba
Mufti led a street protest
outside the party headquar-
ters in Srinagar.

“Today is a day of mourn-
ing for J&K. When unbridled
oppression is unleashed
and gross injustice heaped,
there is no other choice but
to resist to exist,” Ms. Mufti
said.

National Conference pre-
sident Dr. Farooq Abdullah,
who addressed party lead-
ers in Srinagar, said the un-
ilateral, unconstitutional
and undemocratic decisions
were unacceptable to the
party.

Hurriyat chairman Mir-
waiz Umar Farooq, who re-
mains under house arrest
since August 5, 2019, said
the government’s August 5
move had “only complicat-
ed the Kashmir dispute”.

Meanwhile, the BJP held
celebrations in Srinagar and
Jammu on the occasion.
“The BJP has created such
an atmosphere that even
stone-throwers are nowhere
to be seen. J&K will soon be
tourism capital of India,”
BJP national general secre-
tary Tarun Chugh said.

day, India and Iran also
share a common bond as the
two regional powers were
left out of the “Troika plus”.

Secondly, the fact that Mr.
Jaishankar is himself partici-
pating in the ceremony,
without delegating it to
another Minister, puts a
spotlight on India’s desire to
build ties with Mr. Raisi in
particular, who as the Chief
Judge of Iran prior to this
was placed on the U.S.’s list
of individuals sanctioned in
November 2019.

Despite campaign promis-
es to reverse the Donald
Trump policy on Iran, U.S.
President Joe Biden’s admi-
nistration has yet to with-
draw most of the additional
sanctions placed in 2017
2018.

key amid Afghan developments

Walk a tightrope

That Mr. Jaishankar’s travels
to Tehran book-ended a visit
to Delhi by U.S. Secretary of
State Anthony Blinken indi-
cates that India will continue
to walk its tightrope between
its traditional ties with Iran
and the growing strategic
partnership with Washing-
ton.

“The presence of Mr.
Jaishankar at the swearing-in
is itself a pointer to the view
held by India at the highest
level. We have common in-
terests in the region, which
cannot be a subset of other
relations, even though those
relations are important too,”
said Mr. Srivastava, when
asked if India’s ties with the
U.S. and Israel would in any
way be affected by the visit.

Finally, the flurry of meet-
ings to Tehran and Mr. Za-
rif’s engagement with Delhi
indicate a desire to move on
from some of the tensions in
ties during the Rouhani era.
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~‘Police forced
- shops to open
in Srinagar’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR

Srinagar’s commercial hub
Lal Chowk on Thursday
witnessed a face-off bet-
ween shopkeepers and the
police over observing a
shutdown on the second
anniversary of the revoca-
tion of the J&K’s special
constitutional position.

Several shopkeepers at
Polo View, Residency
Road, Lambert Lane and
Regal Chowk alleged that
the police personnel in civ-
vies cut locks with hacksaw
and iron rods to lift the
shutters of the closed
shops. It started around
10:30 a.m. after the shop-
keepers decided against
opening them.

“I was forced to open it
[shop] against my will,”
said a shopkeeper.

Members of the associa-
tion running these markets
said several senior police
officers on Wednesday
warned of action in case
the shopkeepers failed to
open shops.

88% II'T Guwahati dropouts from reserved quotas

Three fourths
from ST/SC
communities

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
At least six out of 10 under-
graduate dropouts at the top
seven Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) over the
past five years were from the
reserved categories, accord-
ing to Education Ministry da-
ta submitted in response to a
question in the Rajya Sabha
on Thursday

Dalit and Adivasi activists
have long argued that stu-
dents from these communi-
ties face a higher level of
pressure and discrimination
at these institutions. Howev-
er, Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan told the Ra-
jya Sabha that the dropouts
were “mainly on account of

CcM
K

Worrying trend: Dalit and Adivasi activists say that students
from these communities face a higher level of pressure.

securing seat in other de-
partments or institutions of
students choice or on any
other personal ground”.

He was responding to a
question from Kerala MP V.
Sivadasan regarding under-
graduate dropouts at all Cen-
trally-funded technical insti-
tutions, the variance seen
across social categories and
the measures taken to ad-
dress it. The Minister listed

»

“fee reductions, institute
scholarships, priority access
to national-level scholar-
ships to aid students with
poor financial backgrounds
to pursue their education”
among the steps taken to
prevent dropouts.

An analysis of the seven
IITs that stand in the top 10
of the National Institute
Ranking framework shows
that the disproportionality

of dropouts is starker at
some institutions. IIT Guwa-
hati holds the worst record,
with 88% of its 25 dropouts
hailing from the reserved ca-
tegories. Almost three-
fourths of all dropouts are
from the SC/ST communi-
ties, although they make up
less than a quarter of the stu-
dents. Of the 10 students
who dropped out of IIT Delhi
in 2018, all were from the re-
served categories, a trend
that holds true for every year
except 2019. More than half
of all the dropouts in IIT Del-
hi are from the SC/ST com-
munities and 76% of its dro-
pouts are from the reserved
categories. Top ranked IIT
Madras has only had 10 dro-
pouts over the past five
years, but six of them have
been SC/ST students, while
another was from an Other
Backward Class community.

"We support
an Afghan-led
peace process’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

India is “closely monitor-
ing” the unfolding situa-
tion in Afghanistan, said an
official of the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) on
Thursday.

Addressing the weekly
press briefing, MEA spo-
kesperson Arindam Bagchi
laid out the position ahead
of the United Nations Se-
curity Council (UNSC) dis-
cussion on Afghanistan
and said the relation with
Afghanistan was guided by
the Strategic Partnership
Agreement signed in 2011.

“We are closely monitor-
ing the evolving security
situation, and we continue
to call for an immediate
and comprehensive cease-
fire. We support an Afghan-
led, Afghan-owned and Af-
ghan-controlled peace pro-
cess,” said Mr. Bagchi at the
virtual press conference.

The comment highlight-
ed the strategic nature of
the bilateral relationship
under which India had ear-
lier sent military hardware
to the government of Af-
ghanistan. Over the last
few days, several public
protests took place in Her-
at and Kabul against the Ta-
liban attacks, which saw
widespread participation
of mostly pro-government
crowds. The protests took
place soon after a car
bomb exploded outside
the house of Afghan De-
fence Minister Bismillah
Khan Mohammadi.

“We are also strategic
partners, and are guided
by Strategic Partnership
Agreement signed in 2011.
We have been supporting
the government and peo-
ple of Afghanistan in realis-
ing their aspirations for a
peaceful, democratic and
prosperous future,” said

UK. eases COV

NOTTIIS

for travellers from India

Reopens travel visas; moves India from ‘red’ to ‘amber’ list

KALLOL BHATTACHER]JEE
NEW DELHI

The United Kingdom has
moved India to the ‘amber’
category, reopening travel
visas for Indian citizens.

The U.K. had placed India
under the ‘red’ category in
view of a surge in COVID-19
cases. This category came
along with a stringent qua-
rantine requirement, which
would also be relaxed under
the new set of rules.

A statement from the Brit-
ish High Commission in-
formed that as part of the
‘amber’ list, visitor visas
would be available to Indian
travellers, along with “other
long-term visas that have re-
mained open”.

In the new system, “tra-
vellers arriving in England
could complete a 10-day
quarantine at home or in the
place they are staying”.

[
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Norms eased: Passengers displaying their tickets through a
glass panel at the airport in New Delhi. =mooRrTHY R.v.

The relaxation of the qua-
rantine rules has come as a
relief to Indian travellers as
under the ‘red’ category
rules, the mandatory qua-
rantine had to be spent in a
hotel at the personal ex-
pense of travellers.

In addition, travellers
could choose to pay for a
private COVID-19 test on Day
5 of the quarantine and end

their quarantine if the result
turned out negative.

The ‘amber’ category
rules, however, demand that
travellers “must take a CO-
VID-19 test in the three days
before travelling to England”
and book and pay for CO-
VID-19 tests to be taken after
arrival in England. They are
also expected to complete a
passenger locator form.

Assam and Mizoram agree on
border patrol by neutral forces

Assam govt. revokes advisory against travel to Mizoram

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI
The Assam government on
Thursday revoked its adviso-
ry against travel to Mizoram
after the two States agreed
to let neutral forces de-
ployed by the Union govern-
ment take control of the dis-
puted stretches of the
inter-State border for main-
taining peace.

Trouble between the two
States since October 2020
snowballed into a major con-

sam policemen and a civilian
gunned down allegedly by
the Mizoram police and
armed civilians.

The two States also decid-
ed not to send their respec-
tive police and forest forces
“for patrolling, domination,
enforcement or for fresh de-
ployment to any of the areas
where confrontation and
conflict has taken place bet-
ween the police forces of the
two States during recent
times”. The decision was ta-

Ministers and officials of the
two States in Aizawl.

While Assam was repre-
sented by Border Protection
and Development Minister
Atul Bora, Urban Develop-
ment Minister Ashok Singhal
and Border Protection and
Development Commission-
er-Secretary G.D. Tripathi,
Mizoram was represented
by Home Minister Lalcham-
liana, Rural Development
Minister Lalruatkima and
Home Secretary Vanlaln-

Mr. Bagchi. flict on July 26, with six As-

ken at a meeting between gaihsaka.

(Far are AR W FATAY, ARA GIBR)

National Dope Testing Laboratory (NDTL)

(Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of India)

ADVT No.3.2021

Applications are invited from eligible candidates to fill up the vacant posts
by deputation (including short term contract) as detailed below.

Sl. No.| Name of the Post PML No of posts
1. Scientist E 13 1
2. Deputy Director (Admin) 11 1
3 Senior Technical Officer 10 1
) (Information Technology)
4 Section Officer 7 1

TAMILNADU INDUSTRIAL EXPLOSIVES LTD.
[A Government of Tamil Nadu Enterprise]
TEL Post, Vellore 632 059. Ph : 0416-2296661 & 2, 044-28412003
E-mail: tniel.gmw@gmail.com
MACHINERIES DISPOSAL NOTICE
Tamilnadu Industrial Explosives Ltd., is selling used Industrial Explosives
Manufacturing Machineries and accessories viz., Detonator, Detonating
Fuse, Emulsion, Nitro Glycerin and Dynamite and Engineering equipment
and its accessories through MSTC e-tender. Interested parties/Explosive
manufacturers may visit MSTC website to participate in the tender.
Assistance/clarifications, if any is needed, please contact the above
phone numbers.
DIPR/669/DISPLAY/2021

Managing Director

For detailed advertisement containing Qualification, experience,
application format and other terms and conditions are available at NDTL
website: www.ndtlindia.com

Last date for receipt of application: 45 days from the date of appearance

of advertisement in the Employment News. -Sd
Deputy Director (Admin)

e <X B AReRacH BR geiiFad Saam (H-7e)
MET CENTRE FOR MATERIALS FOR
ELECTRONICS TECHNOLOGY (C-MET)
(Scientific Society, Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY), Govt. of India)
IDA Phase lll, Cherlapally, HCL (PO), HYDERABAD 500 051
Phone: +91-40-27265587, 27267006 Fax: +91-40-27261658 Web: www.cmet.gov.in

Advt. No. :C-MET/HD/SP-41/EOI(3)/62/2021-2022
Invitation of Expression of Interest (Eol)
C-MET invites Expression of interest from eligible parties for the understated work
for MeitY sponsored project titled “Establishment of Centre of Excellence on E-waste

@v-zw-ﬁ National Institute of Electronics &

NIELIT
Information Technology, Calicut
NIT Campus P.O., Calicut , Kerala 673601 Phone: 0495-2287266

M.Tech Admission - 2021

Last date for submission of application for
e Embedded systems e Electronics Design Technology

is extended till 12th August 2021 GATE &

For details visit : NON - GATE
hitps://www.nielit.gov.in/calicut/content/mtech-programs

© 9446013866 / 9447423306 © 9446711666

Management”.

SI.No. Name of the work

1. | Organizing training programs on RoHS Guidelines and Compliances

For details and downloading of the Eol application format &
other requisite documents, please visit our website www.cmet.gov.in
Last date for receipt of Eols: 27" August 2021 Sd/-

DIRECTOR

For Power Related Complaint & Assistance Call Toll Free Number 1912

MANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
Corporate Office, Bejai, Mangaluru - 575 004. Ph: 0824-2885795

CIN: U40109 KA 2002 SGC 030425
No: MESCOM/SEE (P)/EE/(W)/599 Date: 04.08.2021
TENDER NOTIFICATION (E-PROCUREMENT MODE ONLY)

MESCOM Invites tender for Site Survey, System Design, Engineer-
ing, Supply, Installation, Testing and Commissioning of Integrated
SCADA System at newly commissioned 33/11kV Sub-stations,
Dismantling of existing SCADA System & shifting, erection, wiring,
testing and successful commissioning of released SCADA
System, Providing additional SCADA wiring and Replacement of
existing Battery System on as is basis in MESCOM jurisdiction
vide bid enquiry no. MESCOM/2021-22/OW/WORK_INDENT1667.
The interested  eligible  bidders may log on to
www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in on or after 10.08.2021.

Sd/- Superintending Engineer (Ele.)(Proc.) Corporate Office, Mangaluru

HRT IARBR / Government of India,
siafRer fAWIT / Department of Space

Indian Space Research Organisation

National Remote Sensing Centre
IR, ¥WETS / Balanagar, Hyderabad-500 037

T . TeIRTEH /REHE) /1 /2021 faFiS 06.08.2021
ADVERTISEMENT NO. NRSC/RMT/1/2021 Dt. 06.08.2021
I P IR T ISR & g sifdga
NOTIFICATION FOR CONTRACT EMPLOYMENT
TRIRGAH 3fgde & MR R frefeRad ual & forg smaes omfyd ovar &
NRSC invites applications for following posts on Contract basis:
g dT M
Name of the Post
A SSAT-ATIAT WEeTd (IgH)
Continuous Airworthiness Manager (CAM)
02 TOTERIT YeeTeh (FYTH) o1
Quality Manager (QM)
favga fasmom & forg SwieaRt &1 werg & SRl 8 % 9 gHemRuash @ Jewrse
ece Www.nrsc.gov.in
For detailed advertisement candidates are advised to visit NRSC website:
WWW.Nnrsc.gov.in .
JATIE AT R by 3ifer fifdr 30.08.2021
Last Date Of Receipt Of Applications 30.08.2021

“TRHR TH VAT FTA TN BT JOTE S 8 9 RFT Agerw o <imar 2
IR Afte SRRt 1 e IR @ g e e s g1

“Government strives to have a workforce which reflects gender balance and

ua} @ weE

No. of Positions

01

TENDER NOTICE NO.RWF/S/P1/006/2021-22 dt 03.08.2021

ESHy,,

RAIL WHEEL FACTORY 0,\7 “

Yelahanka, BANGALORE - 560 064 @
Website: www.rwf.indianrailways.gov.in. LK

On behalf of the President of India, Principal Chief Materials Manager invites electronic
Tenders from interested vendors for supply of the following items on the Indian
Railways E-Portal — www.ireps.gov.in. The Tender documents and the Corrigenda to
the Tenders, if any, will be available on the portal only.

SI.| Tender - .

No. No Due date Short description Quantity

1 | P1211468 | 16.08.2021 | High Alumina Roof Set as per 62 sets
RWF specification and drawing

2 | P1211496 |26.08.2021| Calcined Lime as per RWF 5840 MT
specification

3 | P1211501 |01.09.2021 | Ferro Silicon as per RWF specification| 783000 kgs

4 | P1211502 | 01.09.2021| Ferro Manganese as per RWF 533200 kgs
specification

5 | P1211503 | 01.09.2021| Silico Manganese as per RWF 453500 kgs
specification

Principal Chief Materials Manager

women candidates are encouraged to apply."
Ni TOURISM CORPORATION OF
LN GUJARAT LIMITED (TCGL)
R (A Government of Gujarat Undertaking)
Nigam Bhavan 1st Floor, Sector-16, Gandhinagar-382016

Tender Notice

The tender is invited by Tourism Corporation of Gujarat
(TCGL),for “Appointment of Agency for Supply,
Installation,Testing and Commissioning of
Implementation of Permanent Sound & Light /
Multimedia show at Dhordo Dist: Kutch (Gujarat) With
Operation and Maintenance of 5 years”. Estimated Cost of
the Project Cost of Rs.7,47,44,175/-+ GST. The interested
bidders / agencies may download the tender document form
the website: www.nprocure.com from 10/08/2021 onward
Last dates of submission on online: 31/08/2021 up to 3:00
PM. Tender may also be referred on
www.gujarattourism.com.Managing Director of TCGL
reserves the right to reject or accept any or all tenders
without assigning any reason thereof

A ND-NDE

Managing Director,
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INTERVIEW | NARENDRA KUMAR ARORA

Pregnancy, childbirth do not increase risk of acquiring SARS-CoV-2 infection’

However, they worsen the clinical course of COVID-19 compared with other women, says the National Task Force member, highlighting the need for vaccination

BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN

Dr. Narendra Kumar Arora, a paediatric gastroenterolo-
gist and a senior member of the National COVID-19 Task
Force, explains why and how the regulators approved vac-
cines for pregnant women. Excerpts:

Why is COVID-19 vaccine
important for pregnant
women?

m Though pregnancy and
childbirth do not increase
the risk of acquiring SARS-
CoV-2 infection, they worsen
the clinical course of CO-
VID-19 compared with other
women in the same age
group. During the second
wave, the country witnessed
a surge in COVID-19 cases,
and with that a sudden surge
in the absolute number of
cases in pregnant women. It
was found that 22% of preg-
nant women who tested pos-
itive for COVID-19 had pre-
mature deliveries, and 48%
had to undergo a caesarean

IN BRIEF

Kundra, Thorpe file for
bail before sessions court
MUMBAI

Businessman Raj Kundra and
his aide Ryan Thorpe filed for
bail before the city civil and
sessions court on Thursday in
the pornographic racket
busted last month. They were
arrested on July 19 by the
Property Cell of the Mumbai
Crime Branch.

One dead, 11 injured as
Naxals blow up vehicle
RAIPUR

One person was killed and 11
others injured after Naxals
blew up a sports utility
vehicle that they were
travelling in using an
improvised explosive device
(IED) in the insurgency-hit
Dantewada district,
Chhattisgarh, on Thursday, a
police official said. p1i

Gujarat BJP leader,

wife murdered

AHMEDABAD

A local BJP leader and his
wife were on found dead in
Mahisagar district of Gujarat
on Thursday. Tribhovanbhai

Panchal and Jashodaben were
attacked with sharp objects at

their house in Palla village.
"The motive is not known,"
said Deputy Superintendent
of Police N.V. Patel.

Poachers killed 22 rhinos
in Assam in five years
GUWAHATI

Poachers have killed 22
one-horned rhinos in Assam
since 2017, the State's
Environment and Forest
Minister Parimal Suklabaidya
told the Assembly on
Thursday. The government
had set up 10 fast-track
sessions courts over the years
for speedy trials of wildlife-
related crimes, he said.

delivery. The rate of admis-
sion to the ICU among preg-
nant women with COVID-19
was also higher than those of
non-pregnant women. CO-
VID-19 during pregnancy can
lead to pre-eclampsia or
eclampsia, which is an in-
crease in the blood pressure
of mother, and the risk of
cardiopulmonary arrest in-
creases, especially if the in-
fection occurs during the
third trimester.

Since the vaccine signifi-
cantly reduces the severity
and mortality due to CO-
VID-19, the government took
the decision to provide vacci-
nation to pregnant women.

What kind of safety studies

were conducted before
prescribing COVID-19
vaccines for pregnant
women?

m The common perception
has been to avoid any drug or
new interventions during
pregnancy because two lives
are affected — the mother-to-
be and the embryo growing
in her womb. Developmental
and Reproductive Toxicolo-
gy (DART) studies have been
conducted for the m-RNA-
based COVID-19 vaccines.
These reproductive tract tox-
icity studies are done on
pregnant animals, for exam-
ple mice. In several coun-
tries, there are cases of
young frontline workers,
who were unknowingly preg-
nant at the time of vaccina-
tion, also indicated that the
vaccine is safe for both the
mother and the foetus. On
the basis of the above two
findings, the World Health

The vaccine can be
taken anytime
during pregnancy,
including in the first
trimester

C

Organization recommended
the use of vaccines for preg-
nant women.

Killed virus vaccines such
as Covaxin have been used
before the current pandemic
in pregnancy without side-ef-
fects. In view of these scien-
tific rationales, the continu-
ing intense virus
transmission in our country
and the increased mortality

observed among hospital-
ised pregnant women during
the second wave, the experts
strongly felt that the benefits
of administering the vaccine
outweigh the remote risk as-
sociated with Covishield,
Sputnik-V, and other similar
COVID-19 vaccines. The go-
vernment guidelines specifi-
cally instruct the vaccinators
that every pregnant women
should be informed in a sim-
ple and comprehensible
manner about the benefits as
well as the minor risks of tak-
ing COVID-19 vaccines.

Is there any specific phase of
pregnancy when a woman
should take this vaccine?

m It can be taken anytime
during pregnancy, including
in the first trimester.

If a pregnant woman
acquires COVID-19 during
pregnancy, when should the

No study yet on suicides tied
to pandemic, govt. informs LS

Centre lists steps taken to give psychosocial support to those hit by COVID-19

/

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Central government has
taken several initiatives to
provide psychosocial sup-
port to people, given that
COVID-19 may have an im-
pact on their mental health,
according to a Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) written
reply in the Lok Sabha.

The Ministry said no study
to assess the impact of the
pandemic on suicides had
been conducted, but the go-
vernment had taken a series
of measures.

24/7 helpline
They include the setting up
of a 24/7 helpline to provide

Earth observation satellite

A call away: A COVID-19 tele-counselling centre run by the
Chennai Corporation. =B8. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

psychosocial support to dif-
ferent target groups: chil-
dren, adults, the elderly, wo-
men and healthcare
workers; and advisories on
management of mental

to be launched on Aug. 12

It will help monitor natural disasters

T.K. ROHIT
mNAI
The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) will
launch an Earth Observa-
tion Satellite on August 12
from the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre, SHAR, at Sri-
harikota. The launch has
been scheduled at 5.43 a.m.
The satellite, EOS-03, will
be carried on board the 14th
flight of the GSLV, the GSLV-
F10, and will place the satel-
lite in a Geosynchronous
Transfer Orbit. The satellite
will reach the final geosta-
tionary orbit using its on-
board propulsion system,

ISRO said. A four-metre
diameter Ogive-shaped pay-
load fairing is being flown
for the first time in this GSLV
flight, ISRO said.

The EOS-03 is a state-of-
the-art agile satellite that
will enable real-time moni-
toring of natural disasters,
waterbodies, crops, forest
cover changes, among oth-
ers. Union Minister of State
for the Department of
Space, Jitendra Singh, re-
cently informed the Rajya
Sabha that EOS-03 is capa-
ble of imaging the whole
country four to five times ev-
ery day.

Never go off the grid.

health issues, catering to dif-
ferent segments of society
and creating awareness.

The National Institute of
Mental Health and Neuros-
ciences (NIMHANS), Benga-

Fake pop-ups:
ED conducts
multiple raids

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) on Thursday con-
ducted searches at multi-
ple locations in Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh and Rajasthan in
connection with a case
against six private compa-
nies, which allegedly sent
pop-ups to personal com-
puters with bogus warn-
ings about serious techni-
cal issues.

The pop-ups prompted
many users to install un-
wanted programmes and
tricked them into paying
online for resolving the fic-
titious problems.

SCAN TO PLAY

Ai[E

luru, has also issued detailed
guidelines. The government
has also facilitated capacity
building of health workers
by NIMHANS in providing
psychosocial support.

At the primary healthcare
level also, the government is
taking steps to strengthen
mental healthcare services.
The services have been ad-
ded in the package under Ay-
ushman Bharat.

The reply was in response
to the questions from va-
rious members .

The National Crime Re-
cords Bureau reported an in-
crease in suicide cases dur-
ing 2019 (1,39,123) compared
to 2018 (1,34,516).

vaccine be given?

m If the pregnant woman gets
COVID-19 infection, no vac-
cine doses are required till
she gives birth, even if she
had already taken the first
dose. She can take the se-
cond dose post-childbirth.

Pregnant women receive
Tetanus-Diptheria vaccine.
Can the COVID-19 vaccine be
given together with this?

m Yes, the two vaccines can
be given together on the
same day.

Which of the three vaccines
available in India — Covaxin
or Covishield or Sputnik V —
would you recommend for
pregnant women?

m I emphasise that all the
vaccines in the national pro-

gramme are equally effective
and safe as per the currently

Over 2.69 cr.
vaccine doses
available: govt.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

More than 2.69 crore
(2,69,06,624) balance and
unutilised COVID vaccine
doses are still available
with the States/Union Ter-
ritories and private hospi-
tals, said the Union Health
Ministry on Thursday in a
release.

The Ministry added that
more than 51.01 crore
(51,01,88,510) vaccine dos-
es have been provided to
the States and the Union
Territories so far, through
all sources and a further
7,53,620 doses are in the
pipeline.

Of this, the total con-
sumption including was-
tages is 48,60,15,232 doses
(as per data available at 8
a.m. today).

available national data.

Is there a plan to study the
long-term impact of
vaccination on women and
children?

m Active maternal immunisa-
tion safety surveillance net-
work for COVID-19 vaccines
is being established to identi-
fy any known or unknown
side-effects of the vaccines.
The aim is to assemble a big
group of pregnant women
who have received at least
the first dose of any CO-
VID-19 vaccine during preg-
nancy and they are then fol-
lowed up till
parturition/culmination of
pregnancy. This will also
document fetal outcome and
follow up the neonate for 28
days after the delivery. The
network is planned to cover
the whole country. It will
comprise tertiary care hospi-
tals across India, and

equipped with NICU facility.

What about adverse events
following immunisation?

m There are strict guidelines
on how to prioritise report-
ing of adverse events follow-
ing immunisation (AEFIs) in
vaccinated pregnant women.

All pregnant women re-
ceiving any of the COVID-19
vaccines are also advised to
report back to the vaccina-
tion centre any time till four
weeks after receiving any
dose if they are hospitalised,
experience unusually severe
headache or abdominal pain
with or without vomiting, or
breathing difficulty. This
helps in identifying even the
rare side-effect of vaccines
quickly, which can be man-
aged in hospital. All such cas-
es must be referred to the
nearest AEFI management
centre or secondary or terti-
ary healthcare facility.

Poonawalla to support
students travelling abroad

Some countries yet to clear Covishield

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PUNE

With Covishield yet to be
cleared by the drug regula-
tors of some countries
across the globe, Serum In-
stitute of India chief execu-
tive officer Adar Poonawalla
on Thursday said that he
would support students
with additional costs they
were likely to incur while
travelling abroad despite be-
ing vaccinated.

“Dear students travelling
abroad, as a few countries
are yet to approve COVISH-
IELD as an acceptable vac-
cine for travel without qua-
rantine, you may have to
incur some costs. I have set
aside 10 crores for this, ap-
ply below for financial sup-
port if needed,” said Mr.

Adar Poonawalla

Poonawalla in a tweet.

The #UnlockEducation
scheme recently announced
on NDTV seeks to provide fi-
nancial help for Indian stu-
dents studying abroad. “Ire-
main fully committed to
helping Indian students’
quarantine in the United
Kingdom on arrival for their
higher studies,,” Mr. Poona-
walla said.

BJP-ruled States getting more jabs: Mamata

Bengal effectively
used its stock, says
Nobel laureate

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Thurs-
day met Nobel laureate Abhi-
jit Vinayak Banerjee and dis-
cussed India’s management
of the COVID-19 pandemic
with him.

Mr. Banerjee, who is a
member of West Bengal’s
COVID-19 management com-
mittee, said that his sense is
that the biggest problem is
that the Centre is not capa-
ble of generating the supply
of vaccines needed for the
whole country. “We have not

SUDOKU

Review time: West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee at a meeting
with Nobel laureate Abhijit Banerjee in Kolkata. =p1i

reached the promised level
of supply,” the economist
said. He also said that West
Bengal had effectively used
the vaccines supplied by the
Centre.

Ms. Banerjee also raised
the issue of shortage of vac-
cines and accused the
Centre of discriminating
against West Bengal. “Guja-

rat is smaller in size but got
double the vaccines. I don’t
have a problem [with this].
But I have a problem when
we are not getting vaccines.
People are suffering,” she
said. She has also written a
letter to Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi with the appeal
that West Bengal should re-
ceive adequate doses of vac-

FAITH

cines, according to its re-
quirement.

The letter said: “I am sor-
ry to say the Central govern-
ment is providing large num-
bers of vaccine doses to
States like Uttar Pradesh,
Gujarat and Karnataka,
which are BJP-ruled.”

The Chief Minister in the
communication said that
West Bengal needs 14 crore
doses of COVID-19 vaccines.
“However, we have received
2.68 crore doses till day from
Government of India,” she
said.

Ms. Banerjee also an-
nounced that the State go-
vernment may open schools
after Durga Puja, depending
on the COVID-19 situation
prevailing then .
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Karma and its effects

In this world, the course of karma is not easily understood.
Even the devas are not able to comprehend the wonderful
effect of actions. This is Vyasa’s observation on karma when
Janamejaya seeks clarification about the law of karma in the
Devi Bhagavata Purana, pointed out Sri K. Srinivasan in a
discourse. Sastras explain that it is through karma that eve-
rything had its origin when the universe comprising the
three gunas was created. The seed of karma has always been
in existence with no beginning or end. The individual embo-
died soul, jiva, also arose along with karma. These jivas are
born again and again owing to karma, and only when the
karma ceases, the jiva is free from the cycle of birth. That is,
the jiva no longer will be associated with the body.

Vyasa further added that the sages of yore have said that
the Karmas done by the Jivas are of three kinds, auspicious,
Satvik karma, inauspicious, Tamasic karma, and the mixed,
Rajasic karma. These are further subdivided into three
types: Sanchita, accumulated; Bhavishya, to be experienced
in the future; and Prarabdha, already commenced. These
karmas are always associated with the body. All embodied
beings from Brahma onwards to the smallest ant are under
the influence of karma. When the jiva undergoes pain, plea-
sure, old age disease and death, and whenever it gives vent
to feelings of anger, hatred, etc, it is all owing to the karma
effects. This is also called Fate. These are also linked to one’s
past likes or dislikes.

Karma is the cause of the sun’s movement across the skies
and of the moon’s waxing and waning cycles. Also, this en-
tire universe appears real owing to karma and its effects.
That is why sages engaged in meditation to ascertain if the
universe is real or not point out the presence of Maya.

»
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INTERVIEW | BARBARA WOODWARD

‘Britain will not recognise a Taliban govt. that takes power by force

UK’s Permanent Representative to the UN says Britain is working alongside partners to make sure that Afghanistan returns to a pathway towards security, prosperity

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN

The U.K’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations,
Barbara Woodward, says Britain is not prepared to recog-
nise a Taliban government that uses force to come to power.
Ms. Woodward discussed U.K.-India cooperation at the UN,
multilateralism, China, and climate action, in an interview.

Edited excerpts:

On counterterrorism, the
U.K. Defence Minister, Ben
Wallace, said the British
government will work with
whoever comes to power in
Kabul, providing they
adhere to international
norms. The Taliban have
already broken these norms
with its ongoing brutal
campaign. Will the U.K.
recognise a Taliban
government that takes
Kabul by force,
overpowering the Afghan
security forces and
overthrowing the civilian
government?

m..We're delighted to be
working so closely with India
during their Security Council
presidency but actually dur-
ing their tenure on the Secur-

ity Council. And as you say,
really strong support for
counterterrorism, maritime
security, and peacekeeping,
which are the three big
themes of the Indian presi-
dency... On the particular
question around Afghanis-
tan, we have, of course, been
following events in Afghanis-
tan and the growing advanc-
es of the Taliban, their at-
tacks on cities, their
violence, the breaches of in-
ternational  humanitarian
law. So there’s a real concern
there for the UK, for India,
for other countries, particu-
larly the neighbouring coun-
tries. And I think the answer
is no, we would not be pre-
pared to recognise a Taliban
government that took power
by force [and] that was com-

mitted to terrorism. So, we
are working alongside partn-
ers at the moment, to try and
make sure that we can return
Afghanistan to a pathway to-
wards security and prosperi-
ty [and] that we don’t lose
the progress of the last 20
years, particularly with res-
pect to women’s rights — so a
real focus for us at the
moment.

In the U.K.s Integrative
Review of Security, Defence,
Development and Foreign
Policy, released earlier this
year, there was a strong
Indo-Pacific ‘tilt’. Is Britain
willing to join the Quad?

m We were delighted to artic-
ulate our Indo-Pacific tilt in
the Integrated Review. I
think it’s been captured
again in the U.K. India 2030
Roadmap, India awarding
Britain the status of ‘Com-
prehensive Strategic Partner-
ship’ , and the recognition
overall. Of course, 41% of glo-
bal GDP is going to come
from the Indo-Pacific, so

@ No immediate plans

to join [the Quad],
but very happy to
stay closely engaged
in how things are
developing there

that’s what’s behind our look
at the Indo-Pacific tilt. We
have been talking to ASEAN
about ‘dialogue partner ’ sta-
tus. We have, of course, real-
ly strengthened, I think, our
relationship between the
U.K. and India, starting at the

very top with the Roadmap,
and Prime Minister Modi and
Prime Minister Johnson. So
at the moment, we are very
happy with the way things
are going with our own Indo-
Pacific tilt, but also with the
architecture that is building
up in the region. So, I think
no immediate plans to join
[the Quad], but very happy
to stay closely engaged in
how things are developing
there.

The U.K. supports a
permanent seat for India on
the Security Council. But
given that Security Council
reform is a General
Assembly issue, how
specifically can the U.K. help
with this, at the moment?

m So, yes, the U.K. has been —
and been proud to be — a
sponsor of... supporter of In-
dia’s permanent member-
ship of the Security Council
for the last 20 years. We’ve
been very consistent in that.
But you’re right, Security
Council reform is a challeng-

ing business and I think there
are two aspects to that.

The first is the reform of
how the Security Council
works... And then the second
question, of course, is the
membership of the Security
Council, on which there are
competing views and various
obstacles to reforming that.
And yes, I know it’s a General
Assembly issue and there are
really, sort of, two competing
groups... one where India is
one of a few countries which
are supported for permanent
membership. And then
there’s another group of
countries which feel that
there shouldn’t be such a
thing as permanent member-
ship. And that needs to be
sorted out, discussed and re-
solved in a way that doesn’t
lock us in to the current geo-
political scenario but, some-
how, keeps us agile in the fu-
ture. Because, part of the
reason, as you know, that Se-
curity Council reform is such
a touchstone question here
at the UN, is that people feel
that we were locked into a

post-1949 world and here we
are in 2021.

The U.K. is hosting this
year’s UN climate change
conference, COP26, in
Glasgow. What can India
and the U.K. do together
specifically — but also
realistically — to put the
world on a better climate
action path this year?

m This is also a priority in the
U.K.-India relationship. I
know that Prime Minister
Modi and Prime Minister
Johnson have raised the level
of ambition on climate
change, and we are very ex-
cited by the potential that In-
dia has shown in leading on
solar capacity, having qua-
drupled your own wind and
solar capacity; and we partn-
er with India in the Indian-
led International Solar Al-
liance, which is really accel-
erating the uptake of solar.
So that’s the adoption of new
technology, where I think In-
dia is really at the forefront.
Perhaps slightly slower pro-

gress on net zero emissions.
[We] very much welcome
the net zero commitment on
Indian Railways by 2030, but
obviously, we need to see if
we can broaden that out...
That can be accelerated by
sharing technology by capac-
ity building, but also by en-
suring that there is enough fi-
nance raised to support this
and we in the U.K. are work-
ing hard to raise the £100 bil-
lion that was committed at
Paris, but more importantly
to raise additional private
sector funding that would al-
low us to move more quickly
with mitigation and adapta-
tion. And then we’ll come to
Glasgow. And again, very
much hope that Prime Minis-
ter Modi will be able to make
a commitment that will, I
think, have a real impact on
not only across India, but
across large swathes of deve-
loping economies to help us
get to net zero, and keep
temperature rises below 1.5
degrees.
(Full interview is available at
https://bit.ly/ukenvoy)

Mob attacks Hindu temple
in Pakistan, damages idols

India lodges firm protest with charge d’affaires

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LAHORE

A mob attacked a Hindu temple
in a remote town in Pakistan’s
Punjab province, damaging idols
and burning down parts of it,
prompting Chief Justice Gulzar
Ahmed to express “grave con-
cern” over the incident and fix
the matter before court for hear-
ing on Friday.

Police said the mob attacked
the Hindu temple at Bhong city of
Rahim Yar Khan district, some
590 km from Lahore, on Wednes-
day in reaction to an alleged de-
secration of a Muslim seminary
by a minor Hindu boy.

The eight-year-old Hindu boy
last week had allegedly urinated
at a library of the seminary that
caused tensions in Bhong, where
Muslims and Hindus have been
living peacefully for decades.

A police officer said the boy
was arrested last week and
booked under the blasphemy
laws but subsequently released
on bail for being a minor.

“The attackers were carrying
sticks, stones and bricks. They
smashed the deities while raising
religious slogans,” District Police
Officer Asad Sarfraz said.

He said a part of the temple
was also burnt down.

Mr. Sarfraz said the law enfor-
cement agencies have controlled
the situation and managed to dis-
perse the mob. “Rangers have
been called and deployed around
the Hindu temple,” he said.

India on Thursday summoned
the Pakistani charge d’affaires
and lodged a firm protest over
the “reprehensible incident” of
ransacking of a Hindu temple in
Punjab province there, and said
incidents of violence and perse-
cution of minorities have conti-
nued unabated in Pakistan.

On Wednesday, ruling Pakis-
tan Tehreek-i-Insaf MP Dr Ra-
mesh Kumar Vankwani posted vi-
deos of the temple attack on
Twitter, requesting law enforce-
ment agencies to stop its “burn-
ing and vandalising”.

[ran backs move to lift sanctions,
but won't bow to pressure: Raisi

‘Sanctions will not cause Tehran to back down from following up on its legal rights’

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TEHRAN

Iran’s new conservative Presi-
dent Ebrahim Raisi said Tehran
backs any diplomatic move to
lift U.S. sanctions but will not
bow to pressure, as he took the
oath of office on Thursday.

Mr. Raisi, who won a June 18
election marked by record ab-
stention, takes office with Iran
facing an economy battered by
U.S. sanctions, a grinding
health crisis and thorny nego-
tiations on its nuclear
programme.

“Sanctions against the na-
tion of Iran must be lifted,” Mr.
Raisi told his swearing-in cere-
mony in Parliament. “We will
support any diplomatic plans
that will realise this goal.”

But he stressed that “the pol-
icy of pressure and sanctions
will not cause the nation of Iran
to back down from following

A year after Beirut blast, Lebanon is
reeling under economic, political crises

Lebanon’s GDP per capit

STANLY JOHNY

On August 4, the first anniversary
of the Beirut blast, residents of
the city took out a march with a
mock guillotine outside its port
that was ripped apart by the ex-
plosion. Elsewhere in the city,
protesters clashed with police
with stones and fireworks. They
wanted answers and the guilty to
be punished. A year after the
blast, one of the biggest non-nu-
clear explosions in history that
killed more than 200 people and
injured about 7,000 others, it’s
still not clear who was responsi-
ble for the incident.

Authorities have said the blast
occurred after a fire at a ware-
house that had stored ammoni-
um nitrate, a highly explosive
material. But it’s not clear who
stored ammonium nitrate in a
warehouse in the middle of Bei-
rut’s densely populated city
centre or for what. While these
questions are yet to be answered,
the blast has worsened the coun-
try’s economic and political cris-
es, further deepening the public
resentment.

Political deadlock

Amid mounting public anger af-
ter the blast, Prime Minister Has-
san Diab announced his resigna-
tion in August last year. But a year
later, Lebanon’s political elite still
hasn’t formed a government, and
Mr. Diab is continuing in his care-
taker capacity. Three leaders
were appointed as Prime Minis-
ter-designates since the blast and
two of them stepped down. In
September, PM-designate Musta-
pha Adib abandoned his weeks-
long efforts to form a government
as he failed to reach a consensus
with the major political blocs.

CcM
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- .
Demonstrators marching with a
mock guillotine in Beirut on
Wednesday. =arp

In October, former Prime Mi-
nister Saad Hariri was appointed
by the President as the new
Prime Minister-designate. Nine
months later, Mr. Hariri stepped
down without a Cabinet. Mr. Ha-
riri said he failed to reach an
agreement on portfolio alloca-
tion with President Michel Aoun.
Mr. Aoun later released a state-
ment on Twitter, saying Mr. Hari-
ri was not ready to discuss
amendments to his proposals. Af-
ter Mr. Hariri’s failure, billionaire
businessman and former Prime
Minister Najib Mikati was tasked
with  forming the  next
government.

In effect, Lebanon doesn’t
have a fully functional govern-
ment for almost a year. This is
mainly because the country has a
fractious political system in
which key positions are allocated
for different sects. According to
Lebanon’s post-civil war Consti-
tution, the country’s President
should be a Maronite Christian,
PM a Sunni and Parliament
Speaker Shia. Political parties lar-
gely represent the different sects
and often fail to reach common
ground on governance issues.

The political deadlock conti-
nued even as Lebanon’s econo-

»

a fell by 40% in dollar t

erms during 2018-20

my fell into its worst crisis in de-
caSdes. The 2020 blast, which
ripped through the capital’s resi-
dential areas, caused damages
worth $15 billion. Even before the
blast, Lebanese economy was
facing a steep contraction. It
dates back to the 2019 financial
crisis, which saw the country de-
faulting on its bonds for the first
time since its independence in
1943.

Economic free fall
According to the World Bank, Le-
banon’s GDP per capita fell by
40% in dollar terms between
2018 and 2020, while real GDP
contracted by 20.3% in 2020,
pulling the Mediterranean coun-
try into “one of the most severe
global crises episodes”. Already,
Lebanon is witnessing scarcity of
medicines and other goods. It is
also facing frequent power cuts
as the government doesn’t have
funds to import fuel. Inflation has
shot up more than 110%. Unem-
ployment rate soared to 40% late
last year, according to the Bank.
Crime is up and protests are the
new normal. The inability of Le-
banon’s political class to form a
government and initiate econom-
ic and political reforms seemed
to have aggravated the crisis.
The UN and France organised
a virtual conference of donors re-
cently to raise funds to help Leba-
non. Donors pledged about $370
million in fresh aid, but it’s not
clear whether it would be of any
significant help for an economy
that’s in free fall. The World Bank
says Lebanon’s situation is worse
than the 2008 financial crisis in
Greece or the 2001 meltdown in
Argentina and that it could take
12 to 19 years for Lebanon to
come out of it.

Taking the reins: President Ebrahim Raisi kissing the Koran during
the swearing-in ceremony at the Parliament in Tehran. =reuters

up on its legal rights”.

The 60-year-old former judi-
ciary chief officially began his
four-year mandate on Tuesday,
when he was inaugurated by
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei.

On Thursday, he was sworn
in before Iran’s Parliament, to
which he will present his Cabi-
net list early next week, state

No plan to house Indian military
base on Agalega island: Mauritius

Work on two projects, agreed during PM Modi’s visit, under way

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PORT LOUIS

television reported.

“Today I am the servant of
all the republic and more than
80 million of people,” Mr. Raisi
told Parliament, stressing that
his administration will be one
of “national consensus”.

Mr. Raisi’s presidency is due
to consolidate power in the
hands of conservatives, follow-
ing their 2020 parliamentary

land, home to about 300
people.

Pakistan has other
‘options, PM Khan’s
adviser tells U.S.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD

Upset over U.S. President Joe Biden’s
reluctance to telephonically contact
Prime Minister Imran Khan, Pakis-
tan’s National Security Adviser
Moeed Yusuf has said that Islamabad
has other “options” if the American
leader continues to ignore the coun-
try’s leadership.

“The President of the U.S. hasn’t
spoken to the Prime Minister of such
an important country who the U.S. it-
self says is make-or-break in some
cases, in some ways, in Afghanistan —
we struggle to understand the signal,
right?” Mr. Yusuf said in an interview
with the Financial Times, according
to the Dawn newspaper here.

“We’ve been told every time that...
(the phone call) will happen, it’s tech-
nical reasons or whatever. But frank-
ly, people don’t believe it,” he said. “If
a phone call is a concession, if a se-
curity relationship is a concession,
Pakistan has options,” he added.

The U.S. State Department, howev-
er, has assured Islamabad that Wash-
ington recognises Pakistan’s vital role
in restoring peace in Afghanistan.

election victory, which was
marked by the disqualification
of thousands of reformist or
moderate candidates.

The swearing-in ceremony
was attended by around 80 fo-
reign dignitaries, according to
state TV, including Afghan Pre-
sident Ashraf Ghani and Iraq’s
President Barham Saleh.

EU nuclear deal negotiator
Enrique Mora was also present.

Meanwhile, the U.S. on
Thursday urged Iran to return
to talks quickly on reviving the
nuclear deal.

“We urge Iran to return to
the negotiations soon,” State
Department spokesman Ned
Price said.“If President Raisi is
genuine in his determination to
see the sanctions lifted, well
that is precisely what’s on the
table in Vienna,” he said, refer-
ring to indirect talks on reviv-
ing the 2015 nuclear accord.

Israeli Minister
threatens Iran with
military action

ASSOCIATED PRESS
TEL AVIV

Israel’s Defence Minister warned on
Thursday that his country is prepared
to strike Iran, issuing the threat

Britain to separate the Chagos
Islands from Mauritius and set

Mauritius has denied a report
that it has allowed India to
build a military base on the re-
mote island of Agalega, with a
government official telling AFP
that no such agreement exists
between the two nations.

Earlier this week, news
broadcaster Al Jazeera report-
ed on the construction of an
airstrip and two jetties to
house an Indian military base
on Agalega, located about
1,000 km north of the archipe-
lago’s main island.

But on Wednesday, the
Mauritian government denied
any plans to allow a military
installation on the Agalega is-

“There is no agreement bet-
ween Mauritius and India for
the creation of a military base
in Agalega,” Ken Arian, a com-
munications adviser to Prime
Minister Pravind Jugnauth,
said.

Mr. Arian said that although
work was under way on two
projects agreed during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s 2015
visit to Mauritius — a three-ki-
lometre air strip and a jetty —
they would not be used for
military purposes.

Chagos island
The report raised fears of a re-
peat of the 1965 decision by

up a joint military base with
the United States on Diego Gar-
cia, the largest of the isles.

The decades-old move has
sparked protests by Chagos-
sians, who accuse Britain of
carrying out an “illegal occu-
pation” and barring them
from their homeland.

Britain insists the islands
belong to London and has re-
newed a lease agreement with
the United States to use Diego
Garcia until 2036.

Diego Garcia played a stra-
tegic role during the Cold War,
and then as an airbase, includ-
ing during the war in Afghanis-
tan.

against the Islamic Republic after a fa-
tal drone strike on a oil tanker at sea
that his nation blamed on Tehran.

The comments by Benny Gantz
come as Israel lobbies countries for
action at the UN over last week’s at-
tack on oil tanker Mercer Street that
killed two people.

|70 TAMILNADU CEMENTS CORPORATION LIMITE
Ad (AGOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU UNDERTAKING) by
ancem L.LA. Building, Il Floor, 735, Anna Salai, Chennai-600 002.
Short e-TENDER NOTICE
e-Tender Notice Ref No.13/2021-22, Transportation
of Dry Fly Ash through Bulkers from M/s. Neyveli
Lignite Corporation India Limited (NLC) Neyveli to
Ariyalur Cement Works, Ariyalur District T.N. Value
Rs.5.00 Crore, EMD Rs.4,00,000/-
Submission of tender: Up to 3.00 PM. on
13.08.2021
Important Note: The Tender document can be
downloaded from www.tntenders.gov.in

Corrigendum / Addendum to this publication, if any
would appear only on the above said website.

CARAJASTHAN STATE SEEDS CORPORATION LIMITED

Pant Krishi Bhawan, llird Floor, Janpath, Jaipur-302005
CIN-U75132RJ1978SGC001781 Telephone No.: 91-141-2227944, 2227514 e-mail- rajseedsproc@gmail.com

~ SHORT-TERM NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

Raj.Samwad/C/21/4450

Rajasthan State Seeds Corporation Ltd. invites E-Tenders for procurement of various
processing and packing materials i.e. Self Standing Laminated photo poly pouch(1-2 Kg
capacity), DW Jute bag (40 kg. capacity), HDPE/PP bag (40kg. capacity) and One side BOPP
laminated Gusseted PP Bag (40Kg capacity) vide NIT No F3/Processing/RSSC/2021-22/8991
dated 04.08.2021. Detailed tender document and NIT may be seen and downloaded from the
websites www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, www.rajseeds.org,
www.agriculture.rajasthan.gov.in. The last date for downloading the tender document and
uploading of duly filled tender form shall be 11.08.2021 up to 12:00 Hours. UBN: SDS2122A0009

Managing Director

l:er’:\a

—
—_—

God’s Own Country
No. P1-6240/2021

Name of work

Department of Tourism, Govt. of Kerala _
Tourism Directorate, Park View, 4

Opp. to Museum, Thiruvananthapuram,
Pin: 695 033. Ph: 0471 2560400

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

Selection of consultant for preparation of Detailed
project report for Development of Biodiversity
Circuit in Kollam District, Kerala

&

A
Govt. of Kerala

05-08-2021

Tender ID 2021_TOUR_433059_1
Last Date for

submission of Bid 31.08.2021

Tender Fee 35,900

EMD %2,50,000

For further details,

visit website: https://www. etenders.kerala.gov.in

Sd/-
Director

DIPRI2326/TENDER/2021 General Manager (Marketing)

NOTICE INVITING BID
Odisha State Medical Corporation Limited (OSMCL)

In front of Ram Mandir, Convent Square, Unit-1ll, Bhubaneswar-751001
Tel.:(0674) 2380950; Website: www.osmcl.nic.in ; Email: logistics.osmcl.od@nic.in
Bid Ref.No.: OSMCL/2021-22/DRUGS-VETERINARY/29 Date: 06/08/2021

Online Bids through e-Tender portal (https://tendersodisha.gov.in) are invited
from eligible bidders for supply of Veterinary Items as per the particulars mentioned
below:

Sl. Particulars Date and time

No.

1. | Date & time of release of bid 06/08/2021, 3 PM

2. |Date & time for submission of
queries by E-Mail id -
logistics.osmcl.od@nic.in

11/08/2021, up to 5:00 PM

Start Date & Time
16/08/2021, 3 PM

End Date & Time
07/09/2021, 6.00 PM

3. | Date & time of Online bid submission

4. | Date & time for submission of Tender
Documents, Tender Document Fee
of tender document

Start Date & Time
08/09/2021, 10 AM

End Date & Time
15/09/2021,11.00 AM

5. | Date & time of Online Technical bid

) 15/09/2021, 11:30 AM
Opening

6. | Date of opening of Price Bid To be informed to the qualified bidders

CAD-806
—

. »

The bid document with all information relating to the bidding process including cost of
bid document, Prequalification criteria and terms & conditions are available in the
websites: www.osmcl.nic.in and https://tendersodisha.gov.in . The Authority
reserves the right to accept / reject any part thereof or all the bids without assigning

any reason thereof. sdi- Managing Director, OSMC Ltd., Odisha
OIPR-10112/11/0042/2122

A ND-NDE
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MARKET WATCH

05-08-2021 % CHANGE

Sensex 54,493 0.23
US Dollar 74.17 0.02
Gold 46907 -0.18
Brent oil 71.38 0.05
PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports 693.55 -1.15
Asian Paints. 2988.40.....-30.20
Axis Bank 749.30 -4.50
Bajaj Auto 3818.75.....-13.25
Bajaj Finserv. 13994.90.. -192.30
Bajaj Finance 6248.25..-110.90
Bharti Airtel 598.70....... 24.30
BPCL 453.50. -3.65
Britannia Ind 3611.15 32.85
Cipla 945.40 5.75
Coal India 145.45 0.75
Divis Lab 4923.55.....-40.70
Dr Reddys Lab 4782.30 13.50
Eicher Motors 2732.15.....90.35
Grasim Ind 1537.40. 17.45
HCL Tech 1061.15 21.20
HDFC 2661.70 14.35
HDFC Bank 1484.85.......19.55
HDFC Life 669.50 -5.80
Hero MotoCorp 2818.80 13.30
Hindalco 443.10. 0.40
Hind Unilever 2357.70 19.40
ICICI Bank 702.45 12.20
IndusInd Bank 997.70......-22.85
Infosys 1653.55 4.30
Indian OilCorp 103.95 -1.35
ITC 215.25 6.65
JSW Steel 763.25.....16.00
Kotak Bank 1771.75 21.80
L&T 1627.40. 4.20
M&M 759.35 -6.90
Maruti Suzuki 7027.55.....-75.35
Nestle India Ltd. ... 18208.75.....151.40
NTPC 116.50 -1.35
ONGC 116.85 -0.50
PowerGrid Corp 175.20 -0.05
Reliance Ind 2134.25 30.50
SBI Life 1134.75 -2.10
State Bank 441.85...-15.10
Shree Cement 28966.65... -166.50
Sun Pharma 786.15 0.40
Tata  Consumer
Products Ltd. 768.35 9.60
Tata Motors 299.70 1.55
Tata Steel 1446.60....... 30.40
TCS 3283.95.....10.00
Tech Mahindra 1248.20.....31.70
Titan 1799.30. -0.30
UltraTech Cement.....7659.00.....-91.00
UPL 777.25 -7.75
Wipro 600.90 4.10

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on August 05

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL
US Dollar 73.97....74.29
Euro 87.66 88.04
British Pound 102.96.... 103.44
Japanese Yen (100)...67.58.......67.88
Chinese Yuan 11.45...11.50
Swiss Franc 81.64.....82.04
Singapore Dollar 54.80 55.05
Canadian Dollar 59.12 59.41
Malaysian Ringitt 17.53 17.63

Source:Indian Bank

IN BRIEF

Mini Ipe takes charge as
managing director at LIC

MUMBAI

Mini Ipe has taken charge as a
managing director of Life
Insurance Corporation of
India (LIC), the insurer said in
a statement. Prior to this, she
was executive director in the
Legal Department. A post
graduate in Commerce from
Andhra University, Ms. Ipe
had joined LICin 1986 as a
direct recruit officer.

Reliance BP Mobility,
Swiggy partner for EVs
MUMBAI

Reliance BP Mobility Ltd.
(RBML), which operates
under the brand Jio-bp, has
signed an agreement with
food delivery firm Swiggy
for promoting the adoption
of electric two-wheelers in
the food delivery segment.
RBML will set up Jio-bp
battery swapping stations
at various locations assisted
by Swiggy, and provide
technical assistance and
training to its delivery
partners and staff.

ixigo buys bus ticketing
platform AbhiBus

HYDERABAD

Vodafone Idea falls on Birla's departure

Billionaire stepped down as non-executive chairman adding to investor concerns over telco’s troubles

REUTERS

NEW DELHI

Vodafone Idea’s shares fell to
their lowest level in over a
year on Thursday, a day after
its billionaire non-executive
chairman stepped down,
fuelling concerns that the In-
dian wireless carrier may not
survive a hefty bill it owes to
the government.

The company owes about
¥500 billion over the next 10
years for use of the airwaves
and in licence fees. India’s
Supreme Court has not al-
lowed any recalculation of
those dues.

Slump as much as 24%
Vodafone Idea’s shares fell as
much as 24% before recover-
ing to close 1.49% lower at
%5.94 on the BSE.

In June, Kumar Mangalam
Birla, the former non-execu-
tive chairman of Vodafone
Idea, whose resignation was

At stake: If the telco goes under, the biggest loser will be the
Centre, as a chunk of debt is owed to it, a banker said. =arp

accepted by the company’s
board on Wednesday, of-
fered to sell his Aditya Birla
Group’s 27% stake in the tele-
coms carrier to keep it afloat.

Vodafone Idea  was

Chemplast to spend

X620 crore on expansion
Firm to raise 33,850 cr. via IPO, OFS

N. ANAND
CHENNAI

City-based Chemplast San-
mar Ltd. will spend 3620
crore on development and
expansion over a period of
two to three years, accord-
ing to a top official.

“We hold a strong posi-
tion in the South,” said
chairman Vijay Sankar.

“Last year, we made a
combined operating profit
of 900 crore. Cash accrual
at the company level is sub-
stantial. Capex will be met
through internal accruals.”

MD Ramkumar Shankar
said there were two major
projects. “The first is a
brownfield project to in-
crease the annual produc-
tion capacity of specialty
paste PVC resin by 50% to

‘Domestic flyer
traffic rose 57%
m-0-m in July’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Domestic passenger traffic
grew almost 57% in July to
49 lakh passengers, com-
pared with the previous
month, according to ICRA.

The number of flight de-
partures also shot up to
47,200 in July, registering a
month-on-month growth
of 49%, said ICRA.

The average daily depar-
tures in July stood at 1,500
compared with 1,100 in
June as COVID-19 infec-
tions demonstrated a de-
clining trend. However, the
July departure figures were
behind April figures of al-
most 2,000 departures.

The average number of
passengers per flight dur-
ing July was 104 against an
average of 98 passengers
per flight in June, accord-
ing to ICRA.

Vijay Sankar

1.01lakh tonnes at an invest-
ment of T256 crore,” he said.

“We will also invest ¥340
crore in custom manufac-
turing and %20 crore in de-
bottlenecking.” The firm
will raise 3,850 crore via an
IPO and offer for sale to pare
debt and boost growth.

The price band is fixed at
%530-541 a share. The issue
opens on August 10.

formed in 2018 by combin-
ing the Indian operations of
Vodafone Group and Idea
Cellular, which is majority
owned by the Aditya Birla
Group.

SC to rule on
Amazon-FRL
spat today

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court will
deliver on Friday its judg-
ment in a petition filed by
e-commerce major Ama-
zon, against the proposed
%24,713-crore merger deal
between Future Retail Ltd.
(FRL) and Reliance Retail.

A Bench of Justices Ro-
hinton F. Nariman and B.R.
Gavai reserved the case for
judgment on July 29 after
marathon virtual hearings
for almost a week.

One of the questions
highlighted in the case con-
cerns the validity and en-
forceability of a Singapore-
based Emergency Arbitra-
tor’s award, which
restrained FRL from com-
pleting its Reliance Retail
deal, under Indian laws.

No e-way bills from Aug. 1
for GST return non-filers

Blocking resumes after COVID break

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Taxpayers who have not
filed GST returns for two
months or quarters up to
June 2021 will not be able to
generate e-way bills from
August 15, GST Network has
said.

The move, experts said,
would help increase Goods
and Services Tax collections
in August as pending GST re-
turns are expected to be
filed. The Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC) had earlier suspend-
ed the blocking of electronic
way (e-way) bill generation
for non-filers of GST re-
turns, to give taxpayers
compliance relief during the
COVID pandemic.

In an advisory dated Au-
gust 4 to taxpayers, the
GSTN said, “The govern-

‘BSNL, MTNL losses,

ment has now decided to
resume the blocking of EWB
(e-way bill) generation facili-
ty on the EWB portal, for all
the taxpayers... from August
15”. Any taxpayer who has
not filed two or more re-
turns in GSTR-3B up to June
2021, or has not filed 2 or
more statements in GST
CMP-08 for the quarters up
to April to June 2021, will
not be able to generate e-
way bill after August 15.

Australian

In his June 7 letter to the
government, Mr. Birla had
suggested measures to save
the company, including clar-
ity on dues Vodafone Idea
owed, a moratorium on air-
waves payments and a floor
price for tariffs.

“I want to emphasise that
without immediate active
support from the govern-
ment on these three issues
VIL’s (Vodafone India Ltd.’s)
financial situation will drive
its operations to an irretriev-
able point of collapse,” Mr.
Birla wrote in his letter.

‘Expressing frustration’
The government is yet to off-
er any help to the company.
India’s Department of Tele-
communicatons did not im-
mediately respond to a re-
quest for comment.
Vodafone Idea declined
on Mr. Birla’s departure, and
representatives at Aditya Bir-

la Group did not respond to
an e-mail from Reuters.

“This is Birla expressing
his frustration at the way his
pleas for help have been ig-
nored, saying he does not
want to helm the demise of a
company he created,” said a
former executive at the
company.

‘Biggest loser’
With roughly 10,000 direct
employees and loans from
banks of almost ¥300 billion,
Vodafone Idea’s potential ex-
it would send shock waves
through India’s economy.
“In case Vodafone goes
under, the biggest loser in
this will be the government,
because a major chunk of the
debt is owed to them,” said a
senior banker at a private
bank which has lent money
to Vodafone Idea. “So, the
ball is now in their court,”
the banker added.

SF Holdings QI profit
surges 80% to X5.13 cr.

Auto still scarred by downturn’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Sundaram Finance Holdings
Ltd. (SF Holdings) reported
first quarter net profit grew
80% to ¥5.13 crore while re-
venue rose 13% to 310.50
crore. SF Holdings primarily
operates as a holding com-
pany owning a portfolio of
businesses engaged in va-
rious aspects of automotive
manufacturing.

While performance of
portfolio companies is im-
proving, they are still below
FY20 on account of the
downturn in the automotive
industry, SF Holdings said.

“We remain optimistic on
the recovery and growth of
the automotive sector in the
medium term and conse-
quently, we expect a recov-

T.T. Srinivasaraghavan

ery in the future results,” di-
rector Harsha Viji said in a
statement.

T.T. Srinivasaraghavan,
chairman, said: “The down-
turn has given us an oppor-
tunity to further consolidate
our long-term holdings in
our portfolio. We have
bought out foreign partners
in Wheels India and Brakes
India for 3450 crore.”

Flipkart, founders could
face $1.35 bn fine, says ED

‘Notice for investment rules violation’

REUTERS

NEW DELHI

India’s financial-crime agen-
cy has asked Walmart’s Flip-
kart and its founders to ex-
plain why they shouldn’t
face a penalty of $1.35 bil-
lion for alleged violation of
foreign investment laws,
three sources and an agency
official told Reuters.

The Enforcement Direc-
torate has been investigat-
ing e-commerce majors
Flipkart and Amazon.com
for years for allegedly by-
passing foreign investment
laws that strictly regulate
multi-brand retail and res-
trict such firms to operating
a marketplace for sellers.

The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) official, who de-
clined to be named, said the
case concerned an investi-
gation into allegations that
Flipkart attracted foreign in-
vestment and a related par-
ty, WS Retail, then sold
goods to consumers on its
shopping website, which
was prohibited under law.

A so-called “show cause
notice” was issued in early
July by the agency’s office in
Chennai to Flipkart, its
founders Sachin Bansal and
Binny Bansal as well as cur-
rent investor Tiger Global,
to explain why they should
not face a fine of T100 billion
($1.35 billion) for the lapses,
said the agency official and
the sources, who are all fa-
miliar with the content of
the notice.

‘Complying with laws’

A Flipkart spokesperson
said the company is “in
compliance with Indian
laws and regulations”.

“We will cooperate with
the authorities as they look
at this issue pertaining to
the period 2009-2015 as per
their notice,” the spokesper-
son added. The agency does
not make public such notic-
es issued to parties during
an investigation.

%
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One of the sources said
Flipkart and others have
about 90 days to respond to
the notice. WS Retail ceased
operations at the end of
2015, the person added.

Tiger Global declined to
comment. Binny Bansal and
Sachin Bansal did not res-
pond to requests for com-
ment. The ED also did not
respond to a request for
comment.

Walmart took a majority
stake in Flipkart for $16 bil-
lion in 2018, its biggest deal
ever. Sachin Bansal sold his
stake to Walmart at the
time, while Binny Bansal re-
tained a small stake. Wal-
mart did not respond to a
request for comment.

Flipkart’s valuation dou-
bled to $37.6 billion in less
than three years at a $3.6 bil-
lion funding round in July,
during which SoftBank
Group reinvested in the
company ahead of an ex-
pected market debut.

The notice is the latest
regulatory headache for the
online retailer, which is al-
ready facing tougher restric-
tions and antitrust investiga-
tions in India, and a growing
number of complaints from
smaller sellers. The agency’s
move was welcomed on
Thursday by Praveen Khan-
delwal, secretary general of
the Confederation of All In-
dia Traders. “We urge the
ED to not only impose a hea-
vy fine but recommend the
government ban both these
portals, unless they follow
the law in letter and spirit,”
said Mr. Khandelwal.

AN EXCLUSIVE WEEKENDER FOR CHILDREN
Pr

D

IN SCHOOL

esents
——————————me-

The Hirolw Pro Seleool Wwémo/eréf‘lﬁl'ﬁla‘tﬁeatf

.

THE HINDU GROUP

+

Le Travenues Technology,
the firm that operates
Al-based travel app ixigo,
has purchased the business

Fascinating facts
about India

Rare images from
The Hindu archives

Snippets from the

envoy Abbott
Independence era

and operations of
Hyderabad-based bus
ticketing platform AbhiBus
as a going concern on a
slump sale basis. The
agreement includes a mix
of cash and ixigo stock as
consideration. AbhiBus
team led by founder
Sudhakar Reddy Chirra has
joined the ixigo team.

Krsnaa Diagnostics may
eye ¥150-cr. rural foray
MUMBAI

Pune-based diagnostics
firm Krsnaa Diagnostics Ltd.
may utilise about ¥150
crore from the proceeds of
its ¥1,213-crore initial
public offering to expand
rural presence, an analyst
said. "About 150 crore will
be deployed in capex in 4 or
5 PPP projects,” said Parvati
Rai, head of research,
KRChoksey Group. “The
firm will will set up about
30 diagnostic centres
mostly in rural areas.”
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liabilities shrank in FY2I

‘Govt. offered 369,000-crore package’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

State-owned telecom firms
BSNL and MTNL have nar-
rowed their losses and re-
duced liabilities in 2020-21,
Parliament was informed.

In a written reply to a
question in the Rajya Sabha,
Minister of State for Com-
munications Devusinh
Chauhan submitted that the
losses of BSNL narrowed to
37,441 crore in 2020-21 from
215,500 crore in 2019-20.

MTNL reported a total
loss of ¥2,554 crore for the
last fiscal year compared
with 3,811 crore in 2019-20,
Mr. Chauhan added.

“The government ap-
proved a revival plan for
BSNL and MTNL on October
23, 2019, which is under im-
plementation. BSNL and
MTNL have turned Ebitda

»

.

positive during 2020-21,”
Mr. Chauhan said.

The government had of-
fered a combined revival
package of about 369,000
crore to BSNL and MTNL.

The data shared by Mr.
Chauhan showed total liabil-
ities of BSNL had come
down to 381,156 crore in
2020-21 from 387,618 crore
in 2019-20. MNTL’s total lia-
bilities had fallen to 329,391
crore (330,242 crore).

meets PM, FM

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Australian Prime Mi-
nister’s special envoy to In-
dia Tony Abbott called on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday and dis-
cussed the need for the
two sides to re-engage on
the India-Australia Com-

prehensive Economic
Cooperation Agreement
(CECA).

The former Australian
PM, who is India this week
to push economic ties and
initiate discussions on CE-
CA, also met Finance and
Corporate Affairs Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman.

“Australia views India as
a long-standing, valued
and trusted partner,” Mr.
Abbott was cited as having
said at his meeting with
Ms. Sitharaman, as per a fi-
nance ministry statement.
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India clinches bronze, bridges a 41-year gap with its golden past

Comes from behind to beat Germany in a nine-goal thriller for its first podium since 1980; World champion Belgium wins gold, edging Australia in a shootout

TOKYD 2020
Q55

SHYAM VASUDEVAN

TOKYO

They fought like warriors
and will return home as le-
gends, having ended India’s
41-year wait for an Olympic
hockey medal.

On Thursday, India beat
Germany 5-4 with a lion-
hearted performance to win
the bronze.

This is India’s 12th Olym-
pics medal in men’s hockey,
the most in Games history,
but the first since the gold in
Moscow 1980.

The Germans made their
intentions clear within 90 se-
conds of the start as a swift
move led to a goalline
scramble and Timur Oruz
slipped the ball in.

The opening 10 minutes
saw action mostly in the In-
dian circle. Goalkeeper P.R.
Sreejesh produced two stun-
ning saves with less than 20
seconds left in the first quar-
ter, but the ball had struck a
defender’s leg.

The Germans reviewed

Stirring run: India fought spiritedly, bouncing back from the 1-7 defeat to Australia in the league phase, and recovering from a 1-3 deficit in the bronze medal match, to taste success. =ap

and won a penalty corner
despite the buzzer going off.
They earned two more pe-
nalty corners and the timer
for the break period had to

be reset twice.

India equalised in the se-
cond minute of the second
quarter. Nilakanta Sharma
found Simranjeet Singh, who

beat the goalkeeper with a
solid strike.

In the 24th minute, Nila-
kanta, however, lost the ball
and Germany cashed in for a

The best is yet to come, says coach Reid

India’s mental resilience was key in the Tokyo journey, feels the Australian

Y.B. SARANGI

aking pride in the Indian

men’s team’s historic
bronze medal-winning feat
on Thursday, chief coach
Graham Reid underlined that
the side had the ability to
achieve greater glory.

The Australian said the to-
getherness of the mentally
resilient and physically fit
unit held it in good stead.
“Last 15 months (through the
pandemic) was a unique ex-
perience. Our mental resi-
lience would have increased.
I would give 9.5 out of 10 for
mental resilience,” said Reid
during a virtual press
conference.

Reid said after the semifi-
nal loss to Belgium it was im-
portant for the team to shift
its focus to the bronze medal
match against Germany.

“The first hurdle was the
mentality of not allowing you
to feel sorry for yourself, put
missing out on gold and sil-
ver behind and focus on the
bronze medal match. The
team did it together.”

Reid spoke about a tech-
nique he followed before the
match. “When we zoomed
out, we pictured ourselves
with a medal around our
necks. We zoomed back in to
see what we needed to do to

win. It was a fantastic perfor-
mance (against Germany)
apart from the first seven-
eight minutes when we were
a little asleep. Playing from
1-3 down, many teams would
struggle mentally, but win-
ning 5-4 was a great perfor-
mance.

“We have not seen the
best of this team yet.”

Reid praised forward Sim-
ranjeet Singh, who was not
in the original squad of 16 but
played a crucial role through

Fighting it out: The Indians did not let the disappointment of not making the final bog them
down against Germany. =REUTERS

the event and scored twice in
India’s victory over Germa-
ny. “I asked him three goals
and he gave me two,” Reid
said.

Simranjeet, like a true
team man, gave credit to the
whole unit. “When I got a
chance, I tried to give my
best. Any of the 11 players
can score. Mine was just the
finishing job, the full-back
started the goals,” said
Simranjeet.

Drag-flicker Harmanpreet

Players’ fitness levels unbelievable’

A great comeback by the team, says Alloysius

V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM

dwards Alloysius, India’s

goalkeeper at the 1996
Atlanta Olympics, lauded
the men’s team for its “fan-
tastic display” at the Tokyo
Olympics.

“The team spirit the boys
showed and their levels of
fitness were unbelievable.
They matched the fittest
teams in Tokyo,” Alloysius
said.

“The overall performance
was exceptionally good. The
loss to Belgium was not un-
expected given its allround
superiority. But credit to the
Indian team for holding the
rivals at bay for almost three-
quarters of the match,” he
said.

“It was a great comeback
by the team after the humi-
liating loss to the Aussies in
the league phase. It showed
courage and conviction
while battling it out for a me-
dal,” said the former India
captain. “Coach Graham
Reid was brilliant and suc-
cessfully moulded the team
into a champion outfit. He
has repaid the faith shown in
him by Hockey India,” said
Alloysius.

CM
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Superman! Sreejesh pulled off several saves, including one in
the dying seconds, to make the win possible. =pTi

He was particularly happy
with the performance of P.R.
Sreejesh.

“Though he struggled a
bit when blocking ground-le-
vel goalbound shots, Sree-
jesh was outstanding when
making aerial saves,” he
said.

Fighting spirit

“This is a great day for In-
dian hockey. Hats off to the
boys for the remarkable
fighting spirit they showed

»

right through the Games,”
said Mukesh Kumar, triple
Olympian and Asian Games
gold medallist.

“This Indian team is truly
special and today’s bronze
can well be the beginning of
a new era of Indian hockey,”
he said.

“We need to build on this
huge win and have long-
term plans including a pro-
fessional National-level
league on the lines of the
IPL,” he said.

the
players’ mental toughness.
“We made a lot of sacrifices.
Our focus was to remain

Singh spoke about

mentally strong and it
helped us... it is a proud and
emotional moment. Every-
body wanted to win. That’s
why everybody was aggres-
sive. We thought this is the
last chance. Let’s do our best
instead of regretting later.
“At the (Games) Village,
everybody waited to congrat-
ulate us,” said Harmanpreet.

Indian men's hockey team’s medals at the Olympics

2-1 lead, Niklas Wellen con-
verting a Christopher Ruhr
pass.

The very next minute,
Oruz dispossessed Surender

Kumar before squaring for
Benedikt Furk to score Ger-
many’s third goal.

India then mounted a
splendid comeback. Goal-

keeper Alexander Stadler
just managed to keep out a
thumping Rupinder Pal
Singh drag-flick in the 27th
minute. But, Hardik Singh

India’s embrace of total hockey

Manpreet’s men have matched Europeans toe-to-toe

S. THYAGARAJAN
CHENNAI

Stumped as I am to pitch
upon the appropriate epith-
et to describe my feelings to-
wards the momentous victo-
ry of India over the
formidable opponent Ger-
many in the bronze-medal
match at the Olympic Games
in Tokyo, I am overwhelmed
that, after 41 years of an-
xious waiting, the Indian
hockey team will be decorat-
ing itself with a medal.

The dedication and deter-
mination of these boys have
drawn us out of those dark
days where Indian hockey
struggled to cope with the
swift movements of Euro-
pean teams.

The credit for this trans-
formation should go to the
Australian coach, Graham
Reid, who has ensured that
this team goes toe-to-toe
with any opposition it
meets, matching their pace,
precision and panache and
then outrunning and outma-
noeuvring them in key posi-
tions of the pitch.

Ideal illustration

A 5-4 scoreline against four-
time Olympic champion
Germany — a European pio-
neer of the total game with a
hefty mix of Deutsch brawn

B Gold: 1928 (Amsterdam), 1932 (Los Angeles), 1936 (Berlin),
1948 (London), 1952 (Helsinki), 1956 (Melbourne), 1964

(Tokyo), 1980 (Moscow)
m Silver: 1960 (Rome)

B Bronze: 1968 (Mexico City), 1972 (Munich), 2021 (Tokyo)

Let us build on this
wonderful success

India’s toughness impressive

M.M. SOMAYA

ndia winning an Olympic
medal after 41 years is a
very emotional moment.

Despite working hard,
none of our teams could
even reach the semifinals
since 1980. So, when this
team made the last four, it
was a great achievement.
And today’s bronze makes it
even more special.

Having been part of the
1980 gold-winning team, to-
day’s win has made me nos-
talgic. An Olympic medal is
something that tells you that
you have played against the
best in the world.

There is no scope for trial
and error in a competition
like the Olympics. This vic-
tory is a vindication of the

methods adopted by the In-
dian team over the last few
years. What also impressed
me is that even after losing
badly to Australia, the team
did not crumble and came
back strongly.

Even though the semifi-
nal defeat to Belgium did
put us back a bit, this team
showed incredible physical
and mental toughness to
bounce back.

I also feel that this coach-
ing team — led by Graham
Reid — should be retained as
it has done a wonderful job.
This reminds me of Balk-
rishan Singh of the 1980
team. He was a very astute
coach. Reid has been able to
achieve similar success.

(As told to Shayan
Acharya)

Back to the glory days! Indian men have put the country
on the hockey's elite map after 41 years. =GeTTv IMAGES

thrown in — is the ideal illus-
tration of the progress made
by India.

Manpreet Singh and his
men have defeated three Eu-
ropean teams in Germany,
Great Britain and Spain,
playing such total hockey
where their intensity and
tempo have overawed their
rivals. While moving up or
dropping deep to neutralise
attacks on their citadel, the
Indians have moved in cohe-
sion, invariably outnumber-
ing their opponents.

This win is Indian hock-
ey’s revival story, it’s the sto-
ry of India adapting to and
mastering the modern style
of the game. The players and

support team have done
their part and it’s the duty of
the country to show this
sport the love it deserves.

Hockey needs money, at-
tention and nurseries. Nur-
series in every corner, the
revival of the traditional
tournaments and the resur-
rection of the sport in lands
it once dominated before
ceding the space to cricket.

August 5, 2021, will be
etched in the history of In-
dian hockey and like any
other fan of this sport in this
nation, I am not able to keep
my emotions in check. It is
the right reward for all of us
after all those years of heart-
break.

turned the rebound into the
goal.

India got a penalty corner
two minutes later and Har-
manpreet Singh scored his
sixth goal of the tournament
to make it 3-3. Rupinder
found the target in the 3ist
minute off a penalty stroke.

The Indians went 5-3
ahead with perhaps their
best field goal of the tourna-
ment. Gurjant Singh made a
stirring run down the right
and served a delectable as-
sist for Simranjeet.

Drama at the death
Germany got a lease of life in
the 48th minute when Lukas
Windfeder got on the sco-
resheet. Sreejesh then de-
nied Germany a penalty cor-
ner in the 54th minute.

There was more drama as
Germany forced another pe-
nalty corner with just 10 se-
conds left and the timer was
off for nearly 10 seconds.
Sreejesh made a last-gasp
save and gave India the
bronze medal.

In the gold medal match,
Belgium pipped Australia 3-2
in a shootout after the regula-
tion period had ended 1-1.
This is the first Olympic gold
for the Belgian men’s hockey
team. It had won silver at Rio
2016 and bronze at Antwerp
1920.

Saluting
the

heroes

For every hockey lover
and sports enthusiast,
5th August 2021 will
remain one of the most

memorable days
PM NARENDRA MODI

Pretty proud of these

legends!
GRAHAM REID

Let me smile now
P.R. SREEJESH

An emotional moment
for the entire nation, a
moment of pride. The

long wait has ended!
ABHINAV BINDRA

Smiles now. I'll
probably cry later.
Means so much to

Indian hockey
VIREN RASQUINHA

Bronze in hockey after
41 years. What a game!

Proud of Indian hockey
HARBHAJAN SINGH

Outstanding from

this team. I hope it
leads to a hockey
revolution. Till then let

us celebrate
HARSHA BHOGLE

Resilience and skill at
its peak
SHAH RUKH KHAN

You have made us proud, boys!

V. BASKARAN

his is a great, great
victory!

Our midfielders did a
wonderful job, and the en-
tire team was outstanding. It
was a collective effort that
contributed to the historic
win.

Goalkeeper P.R. Sreejesh
did really well in the last few
seconds during penalty cor-
ners. My mind went back to
the 2016 Rio Olympics when
India conceded a goal in the
last few seconds against Ger-
many (Sreejesh was in goal
then too). This time, Sree-

jesh did a great job.

The Indians’ fitness levels
were very high. Their ball
trapping and ball control
was also quite impressive.

The Germans generally
play physical hockey and the
Indians were up for the chal-
lenge. The fact that India
scored three goals off coun-
terattacks against a team
strong in defence reflected
its quality and confidence.

India’s  penalty-corner
specialist Harmanpreet
Singh was outstanding, the
team had probably the best
goalkeeper and also the best
attack.

Full credit to coach Gra-
ham Reid for shaping the
players into a strong unit.

The podium finish is im-
portant for the revival of In-
dian hockey. To inspire the
younger generation, India’s
Tokyo show should be pro-
moted and all the players
who made this possible
should get due recognition.

I am thrilled that Indian
hockey is back on the podi-
um after a 41-year wait. Well
done, boys. You have made
us proud!

(As told to K. Keerthivasan
by the 1980 Moscow Olympics
gold medal-winning captain)

»

Nation's toast: The Indians proved they could compete with the best on the world stage . =pmi
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Gritty Ravi Kumar Dahiya does India proud with a silver

Deepak Punia misses out on a bronze after his resistance crumbles late in the contest

grappler to achieve that feat at the Olympics. =pmi

Didn't get what [ came for: Dahiya

After I qualified, my target was the gold medal

SHYAM VASUDEVAN
TOKYO

Ravi Kumar Dahiya could
not hide his disappointment
at not winning the gold.

“Iam happy but didn't get
what I came for,” he said af-
ter losing to Zavur Uguev of
the Russian Olympic Com-
mittee in the final.

“We’ve been working for
so long towards this (Olym-
pics), and after I qualified,
my target was the gold me-
dal. I've got silver now,
maybe I deserve only this
now. Going forward 1 will
work harder and win the
gold,” he said.

Aggressive weight cut
Dahiya drastically limited
his food intake and slept for
two hours on Wednesday
night.

He worked out again on
Thursday morning and just
about managed to make the
weight limit. The aggressive
weight cut seemed to have
taken a toll on him as he was

feeling weary after the bout.
Dahiya, however, did not
give any excuses.

Uguev a good wrestler

“Uguev is a good wrestler
and has been a World cham-
pion a few times. We studied

Tribute to

Dahiya

and worked on the oppo-
nent, but fell short somewh-
ere.

“We will work on it again
and try for gold next time,”
he said. Incidentally, Dahiya
had lost to Uguev at the
World championships too.

Ravi Kumar Dahiya is a remarkable
wrestler! His fighting spirit and
tenacity are outstanding

PM NARENDRA MODI

Fought like a You have made
warrior and our nation
has made the proud with your
country proud. ' hardwork and
You showed A champion dedication. My
truegritand = Wweareso best wishes to you
determin- proud of and to your family
atiOn in yOur V.V.S. LAXMAN P.T. USHA
Olympic .
journey You gave your everything on the mat
saiciom mirasal . and we are all very proud of you
CHANU SACHIN TENDULKAR

Winning the silver in the men’s freestyle 57kg category
is no mean feat! You've made our country proud!

MOHANLAL

TOKYO OLYMPICS

Y.B. SARANGI

Ravi Kumar Dahiya fin-
ished with the silver me-
dal after losing 7-4 to World
champion Zaur Uguev of
Russia in the keenly-fought
men’s 57kg freestyle final on
Thursday.

The 23-year-old Ravi be-
came the second Indian
wrestler, after Sushil Kumar,
to get a silver medal in the
Olympics. He had lost to
Uguev in the semifinal of the
World wrestling champion-
ships in Nur-Sultan, Kazakh-
stan, in 2019.

Worlds silver medallist
Deepak Punia went down
fighting to San Marino’s
Myles Amine 4-2 in an 86kg
bronze medal match to end
his campaign on a disap-

pointing note.

In the much-anticipated
gold medal contest, Uguev
took an early lead by pushing
Ravi out of the circle twice.
Ravi, a Worlds bronze medal-
list and a two-time Asian
champion, caught up with
the Russian through a fine ta-
kedown from the left.

Uguev soon restored his
lead to go into the second pe-
riod with a 4-2 advantage.
The Russian surprised Ravi
with one of his fine moves to
extend his lead to 5-2 before
inflating it with another
takedown.

Ravi gave his best to break
the solid defence of Uguev
and reduce the margin to 7-4.
The Indian wrestled his
heart out in the closing se-
conds but could not stop
Uguev from achieving the
rare honour of being a World

WRESTLING

and Olympic champion.

For a change, Ravi became
emotional after losing the
bout.

On Wednesday, Ravi had
beaten Pan American silver
medallist Colombian Oscar
Tigreros 13-2, Bulgarian Indi-
vidual World Cup bronze me-
dallist Georgi Vangelov 14-4
and double Worlds medallist
Kazakh Nurislam Sanayev
‘by fall’ to reach the final of
the Olympic Games.

Lead lost

After managing a 2-1 lead in
the opening period of his
bronze medal match, Dee-
pak held on to his slender
lead for most part of the se-
cond period. However, the
perseverance of Amine, a Eu-

THE RAVI KUMAR DAHIYA FILE

H Age: 23

B Residence: Nahri Village, Sonipat district, Haryana

m Weight category: Freestyle 57kg

® Achievements: Gold in 2020 and 2021 Asian championships in

Delhi and Almaty respectively

| Silver in Tokyo Olympics in 2021

B Bronze in World championships in Nur-Sultan in 2019; Silver
in World under-23 championships in Bucharest in 2018.

m Second Indian wrestler to get an Olympic silver after Sushil

Kumar

B Fifth Indian wrestler to secure an Olympic medal

B Has won the 20th individual medal for India in the Olympics

since 1900

ropean bronze medallist,
paid off as he broke the In-
dian’s resistance to manage a
takedown with less than 10

B Compiled by Y.B. Sarangi

seconds to go.

Deepak’s challenge was in
vain and he left the wrestling
hall in a state of shock.

Ravi Dahiya will not back out from any kind of bout’

Coaches Ramphal and Virender laud their ward for his dedication and commitment to the sport

Y.B. SARANGI
KOLKATA
For his life dedicated to
wrestling, Ravi Kumar Dahi-
ya has been rewarded well
by destiny, feel two coaches
who have contributed in
shaping the career of the
Olympic silver medallist dur-
ing his formative years at the
Chhatrasal Stadium in Delhi.
Ramphal Mann and Viren-
der Kumar, who have seen
the gradual progress of Dahi-
ya from being a wiry kid to a
champion wrestler, were ef-
fusive in their praise of Ravi
for adding another glorious
chapter to the history of In-
dian wrestling.

Talented & hardworking

“Ravi came to the Chhatrasal
Stadium in 2004-05 and till
the time I retired in 2016, I
hade always found him to be
a talented and hardworking
guy. He was an obedient stu-
dent, who followed instruc-
tions and implemented them
well. A no-nonsense person

Vinesh Phogat to return empty-handed

Loses ‘by fall in the quarterfinals; Anshu out in first repechage round

Y.B. SARANGI

op seed Vinesh Phogat’s

dream of getting an
Olympics medal remained
unfulfilled in her second suc-
cessive Games.

Vinesh, who had exited
the Rio Games in tears after
picking up a knee injury dur-
ing a bout, started brightly
defeating Rio  Olympic
bronze medallist Sofia Matts-
son 7-1 in the first round be-
fore losing to former World
champion and current Euro-
pean champion Belarusian
Vanesa Kaladzinskaya ‘by
fall’ in the women’s 53kg
quarterfinals on Thursday.

Anxious wait
The Indian, a World cham-
pionships bronze medallist,
spent a few anxious hours
before learning about her ex-
it from the bronze medal
contention following Vane-
sa’s loss to Chinese Qianyu
Pang in the semifinals.

Had Vanesa made it to the
final, Vinesh would have got

INDIANS IN ACTION

Athletics: Men: 50km race
walk (final): Gurpreet Singh,
2 a.m.; 4x400m relay (round
1, heat 2), 5.05 p.m.

Women: 20km race walk (fi-
nal): Bhawna Jat, Priyanka
Goswami, 1 p.m.

Golf: Women's individual
(round 3): Diksha Dagar (5.25
a.m.), Aditi Ashok (5.45 a.m.).

Hockey: Women (bronze me-
dal match): vs Great Britain, 7
a.m.

Wrestling: Women: Freestyle
50kg: Seema Bisla vs Sarra
Hamdi (Tun), 1/8 final, 8.05
a.m.; quarterfinals, 8.55 a.m.;
semifinals, 3.10 p.m.

Men: Freestyle 65kg: Bajrang
Punia vs Ernazar Akmataliev
(Kgz), 1/8 final, 8.45 a.m.;
quarterfinals, 9.15 a.m.; semi-
finals, 2.50 p.m.

All times IST.
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Down and out: Belarus' Vanesa Kaladzinskaya pins Vinesh
Phogat in their quarterfinal bout. =arp

into the repechage round to
fight for a medal.

The 26-year-old Indian,
considered a strong medal
contender, relied on coun-
ter-attacks to flip and take
down Sofia for a 4-0 lead.
She fetched another point
off a push-out to register a

5-0 lead at the break.

Vinesh gained two more
points as she counter-at-
tacked the legs of the Swed-
ish for another takedown.
She conceded only one point
while heavily defending So-
fia’s attacks.

Vinesh met her match in

Vanesa in the last eight. The
Belarusian went ahead
through a takedown in the
first minute, but Vinesh
equalised by flipping her op-
ponent to make it 2-2. Vane-
sa moved swiftly sideways to
go 4-2 up and enjoyed a 5-2
lead at the breather.

Fighting back

Vinesh fought back to effect
a takedown. But Vanesa was
awarded two points instead.
The Indian won a challenge
and the score was revised to
5-3 from 7-2.

Vinesh tried to catch up
but Vanesa extended her
lead to 7-3 off another coun-
ter.

With 35 seconds to go, the
Indian gave her all but the
Belarusian replied by pin-
ning Vinesh on the mat and
ending the bout at 9-3.

Anshu Malik lost her first
repechage round match to
Rio Games silver medallist
Valeria Koblova of Russia 5-1
to see the end of his Olympic
campaign.

GOLD MEDAL WINNERS ON THURSDAY

Steven Gardiner (Bah): Athlet-
ics: Men's 400m

Hansle Parchment (Jam): Ath-
letics: Men's 110m Hurdles
Pedro Pichardo (Por): Athlet-
ics: Men's Triple Jump

Ryan Crouser (USA): Athletics:
Men's Shot Put

Massimo Stano (Ita): Athletics:
Men's 20km Race Walk

Katie Nageotte (USA): Athlet-
ics: Women's Pole Vault
Nafissatou Thiam (Bel): Athlet-
ics: Heptathlon

Damian Warner (Can): Athlet-
ics: Decathlon

Albert Batyrgaziev (ROC): Box-
ing: Men's Feather

Sandor Totka (Hun): Canoe
Sprint: Men's Kayak Single
200m

Jean van der Westhuyzen &
Thomas Green (Aus): Canoe
Sprint: Men's Kayak Double
1000m

Lisa Carrington (NZ): Canoe

»

Ryan Crouser...peerless =arp

Sprint: Women's Kayak Single
500m
Nevin Harrison (USA): Canoe
Sprint: Women's Canoe Single
200m

Matthew Walls (GBr): Cycling
Track: Men's Omnium

Shanne Braspennincx (Ned):
Cycling Track: Women's Keirin
Quan Hongchan (Chn): Diving:
Women's 10m Platform
Belgium: Hockey: Men

Sandra Sanchez Jaime (Esp):
Karate: Women's Kata

lvet Goranova (Bul): Karate:
Women's Kumite-55kg

Steven Da Costa (Fra): Karate:
Men's Kumite-67kg

Florian Wellbrock (Ger): Ma-
rathon Swimming: Men's 10km
Keegan Palmer (Aus): Skate-
boarding: Men's Park

Alberto Gines Lopez (Esp):
Sport Climbing: Men's
Combined

China: Table Tennis: Women's
Team

Risako Kawai (Jpn): Wrestling:
Women's Freestyle 57kg

Zavur Uguev (ROC): Wrestling:
Men'’s Freestyle 57kg

David Taylor (USA): Wrestling:
Men's Freestyle 86kg

Thursday, but had to be content with silver. =arp

who was only worried about
his wrestling and nothing
else in life,” Mann said.
“Today God has rewarded
him for his dedication. He is

Hongchan
dazzles with
perfect dives

Quan Hongchan. =ap

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TOKYO

Chinese teenager Quan
Hongchan produced three
perfect-10 dives in a daz-
zling display to win the
Olympic women’s 10m
platform gold medal on
Thursday.

The 14-year-old was
awarded perfect scores
from all seven judges for
her second and fourth
dives. For her fifth effort,
she got six 10s and one 9.5,
but that was still enough
for a maximum mark of
96.00 points.

INDIAN ODYSSEY

Athletics: Men's 20km race
walk (final): 23. Sandeep Ku-
mar, 47. Rahul Rohilla, 51. K.T.
Irfan.

Golf: Women's individual
(round 2): Aditi Ashok (T2),
Diksha Dagar (T53).

Hockey: Men (bronze medal
match): bt Germany 5-4.
Wrestling: Men: Freestyle
57kg (final): Ravi Kumar Dahi-
ya lost to Zaur Uguev (ROC),
bags silver.

Freestyle 86kg (bronze me-
dal match): Deepak Punia lost
to Myles Amine (Smr).
Women: Freestyle 57kg (re-
pechage): Anshu Malik lost to
Valeria Koblova (ROC).
Freestyle 53kg: 1/4 final: Vi-
nesh Phogat lost to Vanesa
Kaladzinskaya (BLr); 1/8 final:
bt Sofia Mattsson (Swe).

a simple guy and must have
acquired the best wishes of
so many people to succeed
in life.”

Ravi, who comes from a

humble background with his
father doing farming on a
rented field in Nahri village
in Sonepat district of Harya-
na, impressed the coaches

from his early days.

“He was very determined
to do something noteworthy.
If someone is determined,
no one can stop him. I al-
ways had the belief that he
would do something special
and today he showed it,” said
Virender, who runs an aca-
demy in Delhi.

Ready to fight

“Ravi is not the one who
backs out from any kind of
bout. No matter how strong
the opponent is, he gets rea-
dy to fight with him. He can
fight the whole day. In case
his opponent gathers a lot of
points, he does not get hope-
less.

“He knows how to cover
up the deficit. His determina-
tion to win is different from
that of others.”

Virender said Ravi was a
keen learner. “If something
is told to him, then he prac-
tises until he masters it. I am
very happy for his success,”
said Virender.

Parchment shocks Holloway

Crouser and Warner break Olympic records;
Thiam reigns supreme; Indian walkers too slow

ATHLETICS

STAN RAYAN

Grant Holloway, the World
champion in 110m hurdles,
and the only man to go un-
der 13s this year, had a
healthy lead at the halfway
stage in the final on Thurs-
day but landed hard after
the eighth barrier and lost
his rhythm. Seizing the op-
portunity, Jamaica’s Hansle
Parchment came through
strongly to win in a season-
best 13.04s and pull off one
of the biggest shocks in ath-
letics at Tokyo. Holloway’s
silver came 13.09.

“It’s unbelievable that I
caught this guy (Holloway).
I'm really grateful.” said
Parchment.

Glory for Gardiner

World champion Steven Gar-
diner ran a smart race to
take the 400m gold in 43.85s
and become the first man
from the Bahamas to win an
individual Olympic gold.
And in a repeat of the 2019
Doha Worlds, Colombia’s
Anthony Zambrano was se-
cond in 44.08.

American Ryan Crouser
produced the greatest series
in shot put history as he de-
fended his title with a
23.30m best which was very
close to his world record
(23.37m). All his throws eith-
er equalled or bettered the
Olympic record of 22.54m
while his compatriot Joe Ko-
vacs won silver (22.65m).

Also breaking the Olym-
pic record was Canadian Da-
mian Warner who became
the fourth man in history to
break 9000 points in de-
cathlon while triumphing
with 9018 points. French-
man Kevin Mayer, the World
record holder, was second
with 8726.

And Belgian Nafissatou
Thiam, a two-time World
champion, became the se-

oy
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Seizing the chance: Hansle Parchment, left, capitalised on a
stumble by Grant Holloway, right, to take the high hurdles

gold. =AFp, GETTY IMAGES

Versatile and victorious: Belgium's Nafissatou Thiam proved
she is the best all-round woman athlete by retaining the
heptathlon crown. =cettyimaces

cond woman in history to
win back-to-back Olympic
heptathlon titles — after Jack-
ie Joyner-Kersee (1988 and
1992) — with 6791 points.

Portugal’s Pedro Pablo Pi-
chardo was in a world of his
own in the triple jump. All
his jumps easily beat the rest
of the field and his gold
came with 17.98m with Chi-
na’s Yaming Zhu taking sil-
ver in 17.57.

Shaky

While Pichardo was very
steady, American Kate Nage-
otte was very shaky. She mis-
sed the opening height of
4.50m twice but bounced
back to win the pole vault tit-
le with a 4.90m, pushing
World champion Anzhelika
Sidorova to silver.

Nothing was expected of
the three Indians in the

»

20km race walk and while
Sandeep Kumar — the Na-
tional record holder with
1:20.16s — finished 23rd in
1:25.07, Rahul Rohilla
(1:32.06) and K.T. Irfan
(1:34.41) took the 47th and
51st spots.

Stano’s day out

Italy’s Massimo Stano staved
off a strong challenge from
Japanese favourites Koki Ike-
da and Toshikazu Yamanishi
to take the title in 1:21.05s in
Sapporo.

World champion USA,
home to six of world’s 10 fas-
test men this year, finished
sixth in its 4x100m relay
heats and failed to qualify
for the final.

Jamaica was the fastest ov-
erall going into the final
while China, surprisingly,
was second.

A ND-NDE



THE HINDU ceim
FRIDAY, AUGUST 6, 2021

Late charge helps Aditi stay joint second

Bouncing back: A bunch of birdies at the end of the round
helped Aditi return a par score. =RreuTers

Sanchez Jaime creates

karate history

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TOKYO

Spain’s Sandra Sanchez
Jaime won the first-ever
Olympic Games karate gold
medal in Tokyo on Thurs-
day, becoming her country’s
oldest ever Olympian at 39
years and 323 days.

She ensured her name
would be in the sport’s his-
tory books by beating Ja-
pan’s Kiyou Shimizu in the
women’s kata final.

Sanchez Jaime, 39, took
the historic title with a high-
er athletic score than the
home favourite and two-
time former world cham-
pion Shimizu after the two
karatekas were all square on
19.60 on the technical score.

“It is crazy. I am so emo-
tional, I am feeling so many
things together. I am happy,
but I want to cry,” she said.

“«

Bronze medals went to
Italian Viviana Bottaro and
Mo Sheung Grace Lau from
Hong Kong.

Sandra Sanchez Jaime. =arp

Later on Thursday Franc-
e’s Steven Da Costa beat
Turkey’s Eray Samdan in
the men’s-67kg kumite final.

Da Costa, whose twin
brother, older brother and
father are all in the family
karate ‘business’, was ad-
ding this to his 2018 World
championship gold.

In the last final of the
night, Ivet Goranova of Bul-
garia beat Ukraine’s Anzhe-
lika Terliuga to claim wo-
men’s-55kg kumite gold.

MEDAL EVENTS ON FRIDAY

23 Gold medals are on offer at the Games on Friday

Athletics: Men's 5000m, Men's 50km Race Walk, Men's 4x100 re-
lay, Women's 400m, Women's 1500m, Women's Javelin, Women's
20km Race Walk, Women's 4x100 relay

Beach Volleyball: Women
Boxing: Men's Heavy

Cycling Track: Men's Sprint, Women's Madison

Football: Women
Hockey: Women

Karate: Men's Kata, Women's Kumite-61kg, Men's Kumite-75kg
Modern Pentathlon: Women's individual
Sport Climbing: Women's Combined

Table Tennis: Men's Team

Wrestling: Women's Freestyle 53kg, Men's Freestyle 74kg, Men's

Freestyle 125kg

Archer out
for the
rest of 2021

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

NOTTINGHAM

England fast bowler Jofra
Archer will miss both the
Twenty20 World Cup and
the Ashes series in Austra-
lia after the England and
Wales Cricket Board an-
nounced on Thursday he
had been ruled out with an
elbow injury.

The ECB said in a state-
ment that scans last week
on his right elbow had re-
vealed he had suffered are-
currence of a stress frac-
ture. “In response to these
findings, he has been ruled
out for the rest of the year
and will miss the current
LV= Insurance Test series
against India, the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup 2021
and the Ashes series in
Australia,” the ECB state-
ment added.

CM
K

Plans to continue playing aggressively & make more birdies

TOKYO OLYMPICS

RAKESH RAO

irdies on three of the last

four holes saw Aditi Ash-
ok retain the joint-second
spot after two rounds of
Olympic Games golf in To-
kyo on Thursday.

Aditi shot a bogey-free
five-under 66 for an aggre-
gate of 133, a tally matched
by the Danish duo of Nanna
Koerstz Madsen (64) and
Emily Kristine Pedersen
(63).

America’s Nelly Korda,
who shared the second spot
with Aditi at the start of the
day, fired a stunning Olym-
pic course record of 62 to
open a four-stroke lead at
129.

Diksha Dagar, the second
Indian in the fray, followed
her first-round 76 with a 72
to share the 53rd spot at 148.

Aditi’s consistent show-
ing so far were reminders of
her resolute performance in
the first two rounds in the

2016 Olympics in Rio.

Making her debut in the
Games, Aditi had rounds of
68 to be tied eighth at the
halfway stage. However, she
faded away with rounds of
79 and 76 and eventually fin-
ished 41st.

Storm threat

Meanwhile, a potential Pac-
ific storm that could bring
torrential rain and wind to
the area is threatening Sa-
turday’s scheduled final
round. This could reduce
the competition to 54 holes.
The officials intend to conti-
nue as planned and monitor
the storm before making a
final decision.

Talking about the im-
proved scores on Day Two,
Aditi said, “This whole week
there’s going to be so many
girls making birdies, espe-
cially because the weather’s
warm and the conditions
are favourable.

“I think, whatever holes I
get to play, whether it’s 54
or 72, I'm not really going to

GOLF

sit on anything, I'm just go-
ing to try and be as aggres-
sive and make more bir-
dies.”

Asked whether a podium-
finish had crossed her mind,
Aditi responded, “For sure.
Everyone’s thinking about it
and it’s definitely at the back
of my mind. Once on the
course, I'm not really think-
ing much about it. I'm just
trying to hit the best shot I
can hit.”

Visibility in India

Responding to the visibility
of the event in India, Aditi
said, “Hopefully people
back home are watching it a
lot more. A few of my
friends are staying up to
watch, which is cool. The
Olympics are huge.

“In a regular event peo-
ple just wouldn’t follow it as
much, even if it was a LPGA
event or a Major. So, I think
the buzz has been good so
far.”

Gines Lopez scales a new high

SPORT CLIMBING

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TOKYO

Spain’s Alberto Gines Lopez
became the first Olympic
sport climbing champion,
winning the men’s com-
bined event, on Thursday.

The 18-year-old beat
American Nathaniel Cole-
man into second place, with
Austrian Jakob Schubert tak-
ing the bronze.

Gines Lopez finished with
28 points, edging out Cole-
man after completing more
holds than his title rival in
the closing lead event.

Gines Lopez took control
by winning the speed com-
petition and sealed gold des-
pite finishing last of the se-
ven finalists in  the
bouldering, with a fourth-
place effort in the lead
enough for gold.

-
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Spider-man! Alberto Gines Lopez went up the wall steadily

to take the gold medal. =ap

It was an impressive per-
formance from Gines Lopez,
who is usually a bouldering
and lead specialist and had
only qualified in sixth.

The final field was cut to
seven climbers  when
Frenchman Bassa Mawem
pulled out injured after suf-

fering an injury during qual-
ifying. The women’s com-
bined final takes place on
Friday. There will be four
gold medals, rather than
two, on offer at the Paris
2024 Olympics, with the
speed event becoming a sep-
arate discipline.

Sprinter defected after family advice

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WARSAW

A Belarusian Olympic sprin-
ter who feared reprisals at
home after criticising her
coaches at the Tokyo Games
said Thursday that her grand-
mother advised her not to re-
turn to Belarus but she urged
her fellow citizens “not to be
afraid.” Krystsina Tsimanous-
kaya left the Games and ar-
rived in Poland on Wednes-
day, days after she accused
team officials of trying to
force her to fly back to Bela-
rus, where an authoritarian
government has relentlessly
pursued its critics. She told

N -0 g

Krystsina Tsimanouskaya in
Warsaw. =REUTERS

reporters on Thursday that
the officials told her to say
she was injured and had to go
home early, but she refused.

Meanwhile, back home,

her criticism on social media
of how her team was being
managed set off a massive
backlash in state-run media.
Her grandmother told her by
phone there were reports on
television that she was men-
tally ill and said it was best
for her to not return.

At a news conference in
Warsaw on Thursday, Tsima-
nouskaya thanked people
who supported her.

She also had a message for
her fellow Belarusians. “I
want to tell all Belarusians
not to be afraid and if they’re
under pressure, speak out,”
the runner said.

R

Eddy Alvarez. =ap

Eddy Alvarez emulates
Eagen and Williams

Eddy Alvarez became only
the third American to earn
medals at both the Summer
and Winter Olympics when
the US baseball team beat
defending-champion South
Korea 7-2 to enter the gold
medal match.

The former speedskater,
who earned a silver in 2014
at Sochi, will get at least a
silver medal here.

The other Americans with
summer and winter medals
are Eddie Eagen (boxing in
1920, bobsled in 1932) and
Lauryn Williams (track and
field in 2004 and 2012,

TOKYO TITBITS

bobsled in 2014).

No stopping Chinese
women paddlers

Chinese women continued
their table tennis
dominance, winning their
fourth straight gold in the
team event with a 3-0 win
over Japan.

China, which has taken ever
gold in the event since it
started in 2008, didn’t drop
a single match this year.

Swimmer Florian
Wellbrock's rare feat
Germany’s Florian
Wellbrock has added a gold
medal in marathon
swimming to his 1500m
bronze medal at the pool,
winning the men’s
10-kilometer race at Tokyo
Bay.

Fastest man Jacobs to be
Italy's flag-bearer

Lamont Marcell Jacobs will
carry Italy’s flag at Sunday’s
closing ceremony after
succeeding Usain Bolt as
100-meter champion at the
Olympics. The Texas-born
sprinter was the surprise

USA a match away from
fourth straight gold

France edges out Slovenia by a point
to make the summit clash

BASKETBALL

REUTERS
TOKYO

Kevin Durant and Team USA
trounced Australia on
Thursday in the men’s bas-
ketball semifinals and will
play for their fourth consec-
utive Olympic gold medal
when they take on France in
the final.

The Americans overcame
an early deficit and ran away
with the game for a 97-78
rout, while France needed a
blocked shot in the final se-
cond to edge Slovenia 90-
89. The Americans, cham-
pions at the previous three
Games, got off to a rocky
start, shooting poorly and
racking up fouls that let Aus-
tralia build a 15-point lead in
the second quarter.

The United States rallied
in the second half, opening
with 12 unanswered points.
A barrage of three-pointers
and dunks widened the gap
to 19 points by the final
buzzer. The Americans have
historically been the team to
beat, with 15 men’s basket-
ball gold medals since 1936.

But the team in Tokyo has
proven to be vulnerable,
dropping two-straight exhi-
bition games in July and suf-
fering its first Olympic de-
feat since 2004 against
France earlier in the event.

But it all came together in
the semifinals, Durant lead-
ing the way with 23 points.

Slovenia’s Luka Doncic of
Dallas Mavericks had a triple
double — 16 points, 18 assists
and 10 rebounds — but came
up short against France.

Easily done: Kevin Durant, centre, celebrates victory with

teammates. =GETTY IMAGES

Anderson double revives England before rain mars play

INDIA IN ENG

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
NOTTINGHAM

The wily old James Anderson
once again got his ‘bunny’
Virat Kohli in a mesmerising
spell that undid India’s solid
opening stand to leave the
visitors tottering at 125 for
four against England on a
rain-curtailed day two of the
opening Test.

The 39-year-old Anderson
(13.4-7-15-2) swung it in En-
gland’s favour with succes-
sive precision deliveries that
got Cheteshwar Pujara (4)
and Virat Kohli (0) as India
from 97 for no loss slumped

to 112 for four in a space of

less than six overs.

Standing tall
The in-from K.L. Rahul (57
batting off 151 balls) is still
standing tall amid ruins
alongside Rishabh Pant (7
batting) but the advantage
that India got in the opening
session was neutralised by
Anderson’s spell and the
pressure also led to an unfor-
tunate run out of Ajinkya Ra-
hane (5).

Rahul’s classy Test match
batting would surely be a re-

»

Vital strike: James Anderson
behind. =GeETTY IMAGES

lief for the Indian team man-
agement after the talented
Karnataka batsman lost his
place in the longest formats
due to a prolonged bad
patch.

He could have also been
Anderson’s third victim but
was dropped in the slips, his
only batting glitch on the
day.

The nine fours, mostly

- o =

provide; a big breakthrough by having Virat Kohli caught

drives, were majestic and the
control over his own mind
while selecting the bad balls
under overcast conditions
was exemplary.

Equals Kumble’s record

But Anderson did take the
cake on the day the pacer
with the highest number of
Test matches under his belt
(163rd game) equalled Anil

Kumble’s record of 619
scalps. He matched Kum-
ble’s record after fooling the
Indian captain once again in
the corridor of uncertainty.
It was a fuller delivery that
Kohli played for the inswin-
ger but it held its line to take
a healthy edge into Jos But-
tler’s gloves. Both Kohli and
Anderson would have a
sense of deja vu thinking

about what happened in
2014.

A ball before, the artist
was at work as he got Pujara
forward with one that was
shaping into him but deviat-
ed away when he pressed
forward for Buttler to take a
low catch. The manner of
dismissal is sure to increase
the cobwebs in Pujara’s
mind as this series is certain-
ly going to have a bearing on
his international future.

SCOREBOARD

ENGLAND — 1ST INNINGS
183.

INDIA — 1ST INNINGS
Rohit Sharma ¢ Curran b Robin-
son 36 (107b, 6x4), K.L. Rahul
(batting) 57 (148b, 9x4),
Cheteshwar Pujara c Buttler b
Anderson 4 (16b), Virat Kohli c
Buttler b Anderson O (1b),
Ajinkya Rahane run out 5 (5b),
Rishabh Pant (batting) 7 (8b,
1x4); Extras (b-5, lb-3, nb-8):
16; Total (for four wkts. in 46.4
overs): 125.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-97 (Rohit, 37.3 overs), 2-104
(Pujara, 40.2), 3-104 (Kohli,
40.3), 4-112 (Rahane, 43.2).

ENGLAND BOWLING
Anderson 13.4-7-15-2, Broad 11-
1-45-0, Robinson 15-5-32-1,
Curran 7-1-25-0.

Lamont Marcell Jacobs.
= GETTY IMAGES

winner of the biggest race of
the Olympics last weekend.

Skateboarder Palmer breaks
Japanese domination
Australia’s Keegan Palmer
has won the last
skateboarding gold of the
Tokyo Games.

He won in men’s park,
breaking what had been
Japanese domination in all
three previous events.

BMX rider Fields

leaves hospital

BMX rider Connor Fields
was released from St. Luke’s
International Hospital in
Tokyo on Thursday, five
days after a horrific crash in
his semifinal race at the
Tokyo Olympics left him
with a brain bleed and other
injuries.

MEDALS RACE
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China |34 |24 16| 74
USA |29 |35 27| o1

Japan 22110 | 14 | 46
Australia | 17 | 5|19 | 41
ROC 16 | 22 |20 | 58

Great
Britain

Germany | 9| 9|16 | 34
France 71 1N} 9|27

16 | 18 | 17| 51

Italy 7]110|18 | 35
Nether- 721 9110 26
lands

65.India| 0| 2| 3 5
ROC: Russian Olympic Committee

I0C bans
video sharing
from Games

REUTERS
TOKYO

Sharing videos from the
Tokyo 2020  Olympic
Games on social media is
not allowed, even for ath-
letes, the International
Olympic Committee (IOC)
said on Thursday as it
looked to protect the rights
of broadcasters.

Jamaican double gold
medallist sprinter Elaine
Thompson-Herah was
blocked briefly from Insta-
gram on Wednesday after
she had posted videos of
her victorious 100 and 200
metres races to her
310,000 followers, violat-
ing broadcast rights for the
Games. The I0C will re-
ceive more than $4 billion
in broadcasting rights.

“Barcelona announces

Kohli dismissed for a first-ball duck as India loses four wickets for 15 runs; Rahul holds fort with a fifty MeSSi,S departure
; - -

The end: Despite Messi and Barcelona reaching an
agreement, a club statement said that financial and
structural obstacles prevented the the deal. =arp

LA LIGA

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BARCELONA

Barcelona said on Thursday
that Lionel Messi will not
stay with the club after
Spanish league financial reg-
ulations made it impossible
for a deal to be reached bet-
ween the club and the
player.

Barcelona said in a state-
ment that a deal for a new
contract had been reached
but financial “obstacles”
made it impossible for the
player to remain with the
club.

“Despite club and player

»

reaching an agreement and
their clear intention to sign
a new contract today, this
cannot happen because of
financial and structural ob-
stacles,” the club said.

It blamed “Spanish
league regulations” for not
allowing the club to sign a
new contract with the
player. His previous one had
ended on June 30.

“As a result of this situa-
tion, Messi shall not be stay-
ing on at FC Barcelona,” it
said.

“Both parties deeply re-
gret that the wishes of the
player and the club will ulti-
mately not be fulfilled.”
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Celebration jig: The Kalinga Stadium in Bhubaneswar presents rapturous scenes as fans and State hockey hostel players dance in joy over the Indian team's victory in the bronze medal match at

the Tokyo Olympics.

= BISWARANJAN ROUT

Rossi rides off into the sunset

The motorcycling icon is set to retire at the end of the year

TV PICKS

England vs India: 1st Test,
day 3, Sony Six & Sony Ten 3
(SD & HD), 3.30 p.m.

TNPL 2021: Star Sports 2
(SD & HD), 7.30 p.m.

Tokyo 2020: Sony Ten 2 &
Sony Six (SD & HD), 3.30 a.m.
onwards (Saturday); Sony
Ten 3 (SD & HD), 4 a.m. on-
wards (Saturday)

Olympian
‘Babu’ Narayan
passes away

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THANE

Two-time Olympian, foot-
baller Shankar Subrama-
niam, alias ‘Babu’ Narayan
passed away here on
Thursday. Narayan, who
was India’s goalkeeper dur-
ing the 1956 and 1960
Olympics, was 86.

Born in the Palakkad
district, besides represent-
ing Maharashtra in football
and basketball, Narayan
emerged as one of the most
reliable goalkeepers in In-
dia. His decade-long career
for India also included the
stellar effort of India finish-
ing fourth in the 1956
Olympics and representing
India in the 1964 Asian
Games.

MOTORSPORTS

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MILAN

Italian motorcycling icon
Valentino Rossi called time
on a career spanning 26
years on Thursday, with the
seven-time MotoGP cham-
pion announcing he would
retire at the end of 2021.

The swashbuckling rider
who called himself “The
Doctor” dominated the first
decade of the 21st century
winning seven world titles
in MotoGP’s elite category.

His sheer love for racing
saw him carry on until 42
and he departs with 115 vic-
tories including a record 89
in MotoGP, 235 podiums in-
cluding 199 in MotoGP, also
arecord, and the longest ca-
reer of any rider in the
sport’s premier class.

Son of a motorbike racer
Rossi started in 125cc with
Aprilia in 1996. He won the
title the following season,
then moved up to 250cc
where he won a title with
Aprilia in 1999.

Rossi was runner-up in
his first season in 2000 be-
fore taking the final world
title raced in the 500cc for-
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Rossi...

mat a year later with Honda.

He added six more in the
new MotoGP class in 2002,
2003, 2004, 2005, 2008
and 2009, the first with
Honda, the rest with Yama-
ha.

But he was eclipsed as
Spaniard Marc Marquez,
who won the world titles in
2013, 2014, 2016, 2017, 2018
and 2019.

Rossi’s last race victory
dates back to 2017 at the
Dutch Grand Prix, with his
last pole position in 2018
and most recent podium the
following year.

Last season he finished

15th in the standings, unpre-
cedented for a rider who
had not finished outside the
top 10 at any level since his
debut in 1996.

Final chance

The 2021 season was to have
been his final chance to turn
the tide. Demoted to Yama-
ha-SRT, the satellite team of
the Japanese manufacturer,
he had to regain his flare or
bow out.

After nine races, he is on-
ly 19th. Talkative, funny,
charming but also relent-
less, in competition, “Vale”
nevertheless developed
long-running feuds with a
few of his main rivals.

“He’s a great guy but it is
better to be in his camp,”
said French rider Johann
Zarco.

At the start of his career,
Rossi had strained relations
with compatriot Max Biaggi,
who he edged for the 2001
title. Later there was the riv-
alry with Spaniard Jorge Lo-
renzo, who was his team-
mate at Yamaha, and who
Rossi held off to take his last
title in 2010. Most of all,
there was Marquez, 14 years
his junior.

OFFICAL SPONSOR
INDIAN OLYMPIC
TEAM

THIS SCOOP MAKES
YOU DRIBBIE !

daCunha/AB/758

Bopanna loses in doubles on a mixed day for Indians

INDIANS ABROAD

SPORTS BUREAU
WASHINGTON
Rohan Bopanna, seeded
third in partnership with
Ivan Dodig of Croatia, was
beaten 7-5, 1-6, 11-9 by the
wild card entrants Nick Kyr-
gios and Frances Tiafoe in
the doubles pre-quarterfi-
nals of the $2,046,340 ATP
tennis  tournament  in
Washington.

In the WTA event in Con-

cord, Ankita Raina in part-
nership with Mona Barthel
of Germany made the dou-
bles quarterfinals, beating
Lizette Cabrera and Madd-
son Inglis 3-6, 6-4, 10-3.

The results:

$2,046,340 ATP, Washington,
US: Doubles (pre-quarterfi-
nals): Nick Kyrgios (Aus) &
Frances Tiafoe (US) bt Ivan Do-
dig (Cro) & Rohan Bopanna 7-5,
1-6, [11-9].

€44,820 Challenger, Liberec,
Czech Republic: Doubles

PKL auction from Aug. 29

ASHWIN ACHAL
BENGALURU

The player auction for Sea-
son 8 of the Pro Kabaddi
League (PKL) will be held in
Mumbai from August 29 to
31, PKL organisers Mashal
Sports  announced on
Thursday. The league,
which was not held last year
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, will commence in
December this year.

The player auction will
see domestic, overseas, and
New Young Players (NYPs)
divided into four categories.

Each category carries a
base price - Category A (F30
lakh), Category B (20 lakh),

Category C (R10 lakh) and
Category D (%6 Lakhs).

Expanded player pool
More than 500 players are
expected to be part of the
auction pool.

The player pool has been
expanded to include all
squad players from PKL Sea-
son 6 and 7, as well as all
players who have represent-
ed the top-8 ranked teams of
the Amateur Kabaddi Feder-
ation of India senior men’s
national kabaddi champion-
ship 2020 and 2021. The to-
tal salary purse applicable
to each franchisee is 4.4
crore.

(quarterfinals): Geoffrey Blan-
caneaux & Maxime Janvier (Fra)
bt Sriram Balaji & Arjun Kadhe
7-5, 6-4.

$115,000 WTA, Concord, US:
Doubles (pre-quarterfinals):
Mona Barthel (Ger) & Ankita
Raina bt Lizette Cabrera & Mad-
dison Inglis (Aus) 3-6, 6-4,
[10-3].

$25,000 ITF men, Decatur, US:
Singles (first round): Gijs
Brouwer (Ned) bt Sasikumar
Mukund 7-5, 5-7, 6-3.

$15,000 ITF men, Monastir,
Tunisia: Singles (pre-quarterfi-

nals): Erik Crepaldi (Ita) bt
Siddhant Banthia 6-3, 6-2.

First round: Daniil Glinka (Est)
bt Adil Kalyanpur 7-6( 1), 2-0
(retired).

$25,000 ITF women, Parnu,
Estonia: Singles (first round):
Ekaterina Shalimova (Rus) bt
Rutuja Bhosale 6-3, 6-2.

$15,000 ITF women, Cairo,
Egypt: Singles (pre-quarterfi-
nals): Meli Elizabeth Reasco
Gonzalez (Ecu) bt Sathwika Sa-
ma 6-3, 6-2.

TTFI makes camps

mandatory

AMOL KARHADKAR

MUMBAI

The Table Tennis Federa-
tion of India (TTFI) has de-
cided to make it mandatory
for all the top paddlers to
attend national training
camps in future and bar
personal support staff of in-
dividual paddlers at the na-
tional camps.

“The TTFI Executive
Committee felt the sanctity
of the national camps
should be maintained and

the players should train to-
gether wunder national
coaches going forward, so
it will be compulsory for all
the paddlers to attend na-
tional camps without their
personal coaches or train-
ers or sparring partners,”
said TTFI secretary Arun
Banerjee.

The decision is in the af-
termath of the pre-Olympic
training camp which saw
only two of India’s four To-
kyo-bound paddlers at-
tending for its entire
duration.

$ MARUTI SUzZuUKI

NEXA

CREATING INSPIRING
MOMENTS

El’i

Smart Hybrid Technology

Scan the QR Code to
experience the world of NEXA.

Automatic Transmission*

have created new experiences for our customers. As we reach yet another milestone in our journey,

we look ahead to continue adding many more moments of inspiration to your lives.

Suzuki Connect

INSPIRING THE WAY FORWARD.

NEXA celebrates its 6™ anniversary.

At NEXA, it's our endeavour to inspire. Through our showroom, technologies, and innovations we

VISIT YOUR NEAREST NEXA DEALERSHIP TODAY.
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Nexa Augmented Reality

INSPIRE.

NEXA

Contact us at

1800-200-16392
1800-102-{NEXA

www.nexaexperience.com
NOW YOU CAN ALSO BOOK ONLINE

NEXA LAJPAT NAGAR
BAGGA LINK MOTORS
PH: 9818199367

BVA AUTO
PH: 1294121212 PH: 9599814771
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COMPETENT AUTOMOBILES COMPANY
PH: 9811807307

PREM MOTORS

VIPUL MOTORS

NEXA OKHLA PHASE 1

PH: 011-42900000, 7065074531
NEXANIT NEXA BATA CHOWK I NEXAAPUALWAL CEHTRALI NEXA

PH: 9311864040

NEXA NARELA  NEXA PITAMPURA  NEXA GT KARNAL ROAD NEXA WAZIRPUR
DD MOTORS KRISH MOTORS RANA MOTORS
PH: 9081900800 PH: 7838555047 PH: 7289999111 PH: 9711221234
WARKA SECT! NEXA DWARKA SECTOR9 _ NEXA RAJOURI GARDEN

MAGIC AUTO
PH: 7290075604 PH: 9999525750
NEXA SECTOR 63
VIPUL MOTORS
PH: 9999499797

MG ROAD
PASCO AUTOMOBILES

PH: 9711290001

COMPETENT AUTOMOBILES  JAGMOHAN AUTOMOTIVES PVT. LTD.

TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES DD MOTORS
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PH: 7404666666 PH: 0126 4440000 7065074501
T&C apply. Features and accessories shown may not be part of standard fitment. Black glass shade on the vehicle is due to the lighting effect. Images used are for illustration purposes only. All offers are brought to you by NEXA dealers only. Offers may vary subject to the model and variant purchased.
Maruti Suzuki reserves the right to withdraw offers at any point in time without any advance notice. Maruti Suzuki Smart Finance is now available pan-India. Maruti Suzuki Subscribe is available only in selected cities.

PH 8585991111

NEXA ROHINI SECTOR 10

PH: 7290054935

NEXA JANAKPURI NEXA MA!

PH: 9081900800
NEXA SECTOR 1
ROHAN MOTORS
PH: 8376800026

PH 9999525740

NEXA PATPARGAN)

\YAPURI
KRISH AUTOMOTORS
PH: 7838555076

PH: 9711221234

NEXA IND AREA GREATER NOIDA
ROHAN MOTOR:
PH: 8376800044

NEXA DILSHAD GARDEN
MAGIC AUTO
PH: 8377007962

I NEXA IMT MANESAR

NEXA MOTI NAGAR
AAAVEHICLEADES PVT. LTD.
PH: 8448993400

S
PH: 9953345301

NEXA SOHNA ROAD
PH: 7290025353

COMPETENT AUTOMOBILES ~ VIPUL MOTORS PVT. LTD.

NEXA KAROL BAGH
DD MOTORS
PH: 9081900800

PLATINUM MOTO CORP
NEXA SECTOR 62 NEXA IDC SEC 18 %JRSUGRAM

NEXA GOKULPURI
PH: 9870194313

NEXA MEERUT ROAD
ROHAN MOTORS LTD.
PH: 9599040601

NEXA PREET VIHAR
TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES
PH: 7290091122

NEXA GREEN PARK
TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES
PH: 7290099520

NEXA SAHIBABAD
MOTORCRAFT SALES
PH: 8130582222
NEXA SOHNA
PASCO AUTOMOBILES
PH: 9899961000

NEXA AKSHARDHAM
FAIRDEAL CARS
PH: 9999525161

NEXA EAST OF KAILASH
RANA MOTORS
PH: 9999788886

NEXA MATHURA ROAD
PASCO AUTOMOBILES
PH: 9999120572

NEXA DELHI ROAD
DINCO 4 WHEELS LLP
PH: 7082100301
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