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10 killed, 60 missing

in Himachal landslip

Bus feared to have rolled down gorge

‘Backchannel talk was on before Balakot’ g

iformed men.
The authors also conclude
that Kulbhushan Jadhav, the

Two foreign journalists were involved in

India-Pakistan messaging, says new book &Y revelations

A look at some of the claims made in an upcoming book

Amarinder meets Modi,
seeks repeal of farm laws

NEW DELHI

Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh called on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday and
urged him to repeal the farm
reform laws and amend the
relevant law to make farmers
eligible for free legal aid. The
CM argued that the agitation
was not only impacting
economic activities in Punjab
but also had the potential to
affect the social fabric.
NORTH & EAST b PAGE 4

Govt. schools to get
world-class education
NEW DELHI

The newly formed Delhi Board
of School Education on
Wednesday signed an
agreement with the
International Baccalaureate to
adopt global practices in the
field of curriculum, pedagogy
and assessment at 30
government schools during
the session 2021-22. The
Delhi government said that
students will be able to access
the highest international
standards of education.

CITY » PAGE 2
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SUHASINI HAIDAR
VIJAITA SINGH
NEW DELHI

National Security Adviser
(NSA) Ajit Doval and the Re-
search and Analysis Wing
(RAW) exchanged messages
with top Pakistani Inter-Ser-
vices Intelligence (ISI) offi-
cials as part of a unique back-
channel connection bet-
ween the two countries that
involved two foreign journal-
ists, Adrian Levy and Cathy
Scott-Clark, in 2018-19, even
after the Pulwama attack, ac-
cording to a new book by the
journalists that quotes the
NSA and other senior intelli-
gence officials.

According to the authors,
the ISI officials disclaimed all

knowledge of the Jaish-e-Mo-
hammad attack in Pulwama
within hours of the incident,
which was  apparently
planned in Helmand in Af-
ghanistan, and not Pakistan.
Mr. Doval and Deputy NSA
Rajinder Khanna disbelieved
the Pakistani messages, ho-
wever, and carried out the
Balakot strikes to “humiliate
the Pakistan military”, the
book says.

Pathankot attack

In another disclosure, the
authors say that Indian in-
vestigators found that “cor-
rupt local police officers”
had helped four Jaish terro-
rists sneak into the Pathan-
kot airbase to carry out an at-

India Inc should increase

its appetite for risk: Modi

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Calling on India Inc to
strengthen its partnership
with the government to
build “Brand India”, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday asked industry
to increase its risk-taking
appetite and step up invest-
ments, especially in re-
search and development.
“A vehicle cannot run on
one wheel... industry
needs to increase its natu-

CS assault case: court
discharges Kejriwal,

Dy.CM, 9 AAP leaders

Charges to be framed against 2 MLAs

SOIBAM ROCKY SINGH
NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Wednesday
discharged Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal, his deputy
Manish Sisodia and nine oth-
er Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
leaders in a case of assault on
the then Chief Secretary, An-
shu Prakash, during a meet-
ing on February 19, 2018.

The court, however, or-
dered framing of charges
against AAP MLAs Amanatul-
lah Khan and Prakash Jarwal
for offences including assault
or use of criminal force to
deter a public servant from
discharge of his duty.

Mr. Kejriwal, Mr. Sisodia
and the nine leaders — Ra-
jesh Rishi, Nitin Tyagi, Pra-
veen Kumar, Ajay Dutt, San-
jeev Jha, Rituraj Govind,
Rajesh Gupta, Madan Lal
and Dinesh Mohaniya — were
named in the present case
on the basis of Mr. Prakash’s
complaint that the meeting
was called at midnight by the
Chief Minister under a “pre-
planned conspiracy”.

Additional Chief Metro-
politan Magistrate Sachin
Gupta said, “From the con-
duct of A-3 (Mr. Kejriwal) and
the surrounding circum-
stances, it cannot be inferred
even remotely that he was
part of any such conspiracy,
much less to draw any infe-
rence of his complicity in the
commission of offence.”

Star witness

The court relied on the state-
ment given by star witness
V.K. Jain, the then adviser to
the Chief Minister, that Mr.
Kejriwal asked the two MLAs
— Mr. Khan and Mr. Jarwal —
to refrain from any unruly
behaviour.

“Once the Chief Minister
did so, there was no occa-
sion for the Deputy Chief Mi-
nister and the other MLAs
present there to do the
same,” the court said.

CcM
K

Former Delhi Chief Secretary
Anshu Prakash. sfiLe pHOTO

The court further rejected
Mr. Prakash’s allegation that
specific MLAs were chosen
by the Chief Minister and the
Deputy CM for the purpose
of the meeting at midnight.

Terming the allegation as
“without any merits”, the
court said, “... They had
gathered there as per the di-
rections of the Chief Minister
to attend a meeting.”

Mr. Jain, in his initial state-
ment to police, had said that
during the meeting he went
to the washroom and could
not say as to what happened
during that time. However,
he changed his stance while
recording his statement be-
fore the magistrate. He said
when he came back from the
washroom, he saw Mr. Khan
and Mr. Jarwal, by way of
physically touching and
pushing the Chief Secretary,
were asking Mr. Prakash as
to why he was not perform-
ing his duties. During that in-
cident, Mr. Prakash’s specta-
cles fell down, he said.

“Allegations levelled by
the complainant against
Amanatullah Khan and Pra-
kash Jarwal find corrobora-
tion from the statement of
star witness Mr. V. K. Jain re-
corded under Section 164 of
CrPC, which is sufficient at
this stage to prima facie
show their complicity in the
commission of the offence,”
the court said.

'JUSTICE HAS WON' » PAGE 3

»

ral tendency to take risks,”
Mr. Modi said, addressing
the annual session of the
Confederation of Indian In-
dustry.

“To achieve Atmanirb-
har Bharat, we need to
adopt new and difficult
routes. The country has
lots of expectations from
industry to increase the
rate of investment and
employment.”

STRONG BRAND INDIA » PAGE 10

on the intelligence agencies of India and Pakistan

m |C 814 hijack was a
"diplomatic failure", said
NSA Ajit Doval

m NSA disbelieved ISI
claims that it was not
responsible for the ﬂ
Pulwama attack
and launched {C
the Balakot g
strikes to punish
the Pak. military

1

m Kulbhushan Jadhav was an
“asset"” not an “officer”, didn't
have training in intelligence

m |S| set a trap for Jadhavy,
lured him to Pakistan

= Corrupt police
officials helped
Jaish terrorists
attack the Pathan-
kot airbase

Source: Spy Stories: inside the Secret World of The R.A.W. and 1.5.1 by Adrian Levy

and Cathy Scott-Clark

tack, in which seven security
personnel were killed.

In a surprise move, the
Narendra Modi government
had invited a team of Pakista-
ni investigators to Pathankot
to jointly investigate the ter-
ror attack, but relations

broke down between the
two countries shortly after,
and the joint investigation

plan went nowhere.

The NIA chargesheet filed
the same year against Jaish

does not mention that the
terrorists were helped by un-

former naval commander ac-
cused of planning terror at-
tacks and awaiting an appeal
on a death sentence in Pakis-
tan, was an “asset” but not
an “officer” of the Indian in-
telligence agencies. He had
been “trapped” by the ISI.
India has flatly denied
those charges, and said that
Mr. Jadhav retired from ser-
vice in 2001 and was kid-
napped by Pakistani agen-
cies in Iran. However, the
book says many Indian intel-
ligence agencies had shown
interest in recruiting Mr. Jad-
hav due to his access from
Iran to Pakistan, and that he
was lured by the ISI to Kara-
chi to meet a Baloch contact.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Centre admits to oxygen deaths

BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN
NEW DELHI
The Union Health Ministry
has for the first time admit-
ted that some patients who
were on ventilator support
died while undergoing treat-
ment for COVID-19 due to in-
adequate oxygen supply.
Without specifying the ex-
act number, Minister of State
for Health Bharati Pravin Pa-
war said in the Rajya Sabha
on Tuesday that in May, And-
hra Pradesh had reported
that some patients died after
a drop in oxygen pressure at

a hospital, as per the preli-
minary inquiry. The Ministry
had maintained that “no
State has so far specifically
told the Ministry about
deaths due to oxygen shor-
tage”, and that only one State
noted suspected deaths due
to inadequate oxygen supply.

The Minister said that as
per a communication, dated
August 9, 2021, by Andhra
Pradesh, on May 10, some pa-
tients who were on ventilator
support died while undergo-
ing treatment for COVID-19 at
Sri Venkateswara Ramnarain

Kaziranga guards get satellite phones

It is the first national park in India to do so, say officials

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Kaziranga has become the
first national park in India to
have been equipped with sa-
tellite phones, officials said
on Wednesday.

The decision to provide sa-
tellite phones for boosting
anti-poaching measures was
taken at a meeting chaired by
Chief Minister Himanta Bis-
wa Sarma on May 27. The
State’s Chief Secretary, Jish-
nu Barua, handed over 10
phones to the Kaziranga for-
est personnel. The satellite
phones will be used in pock-

The Kaziranga park under
water during the monsoon.

ets of the park’s six ranges
with no wireless or mobile
connectivity.

“Kaziranga has become
the first in the country to use
satellite phones, which are
generally used by the law-en-

forcing agencies. The satellite
phones will give an edge to
the forest personnel over the
poachers and also during
emergencies like floods,” For-
est Minister Parimal Sukla-
baidya said.

The public is barred from
using satellite phones in In-
dia. The Assam State Disaster
Management Authority had
procured the 10 satellite
phones for Kaziranga at an
estimated cost of 16 lakh.
The park authorities will
bear the monthly expenses
for the service provided by
Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd.

Ruia Hospital.

“As per the preliminary in-
quiry incident report, it ap-
pears that the interval bet-
ween the levelling out of the
10 KL oxygen tank and the
switching on of the backup
manifold system of this hos-
pital resulted in the drop in
pressure in the oxygen lines.
This led to insufficient oxy-
gen being available for the
patients mainly on ventilator
support,” Ms. Pawar noted.

NOT TAKEN LIGHTLY » PAGE 10
GOVT. TAKES BACK CLAIM » PAGE 3

On the job: Rescue workers searchin

Ny ki
g for victims in Nigulsari,

Himachal Pradesh, on Wednesday. =v.v. krisHNAN

VIKAS VASUDEVA
NIGULSARI

At least 10 persons were
killed after some vehicles,
including a Himachal Road
Transport Corporation bus
with at least 28 passengers
on board, were hit by boul-
ders and mud following a
major landslip on National
Highway 5 at Nigulsari in
Kinnaur district of Hima-
chal Pradesh on
Wednesday.

The landslip occurred
around 12.30 p.m., close to
Nigulsari village. The bus is
feared to have rolled several
feet down the gorge to-
wards Sutlej river. The bus
was on its way from Reck-
ong Peo in Kinnaur to Ha-
ridwar in Uttarakhand, ac-
cording to officials.

“We have recovered one
damaged car, but no one

was found inside it. The
HRTC bus and a sports utili-
ty vehicle and their passen-
gers have not been found
under the debris. They are
still untraceable. It is possi-
ble that both vehicles rolled
down with the debris,” Su-
desh Kumar Mokhta, Direc-
tor, State Disaster Manage-
ment Force, told The
Hindu.

13 rescued

The State government, in a
statement, said 10 bodies,
including that of a child and
five women, had been reco-
vered. Thirteen persons
had been rescued, and
about 60 are feared to be
buried under the debris, it
added.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8
RELATED REPORT ON » PAGE 8

BJD demands caste-based Census

SATYASUNDAR BARIK
BHUBANESWAR

The Biju Janata Dal (BJD) on
Wednesday demanded a
caste-based Census be con-
ducted for identifying and
enumerating Socially and
Educationally =~ Backward
Communities and Other

Backward Classes, and in-
creasing reservation beyond
the 50% ceiling by enacting a
Central legislation.

A BJD delegation of MPs
from both the Lok Sabha
and the Rajya Sabha led by
Pinaki Mishra met Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah at his Par-

liament chamber and ap-
prised him of the need for a
caste-based Census.

Two BJP allies, the Janata
Dal (United) and Apnl Dal,
have also raised similar de-
mands in the recent past.

DETAILS ON » PAGE 4
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Govt. schools to get world-class education

International Baccalaureate inks deal to become knowledge partner of Delhi Board of School Education

IN BRIEF

DUAC nod for erecting
entry gate at Tikri border
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Urban Arts
Commission (DUAC) has given
approval to a proposal to
erect an entry gate at the Tikri
border and beautify a
200-metre stretch at the
entry point, government
officials said on Wednesday.
The proposal was prepared in
December 2018 by the
Tourism Department and later
was announced in the
2018-19 budget presentations
by the government. p1i

DU holds virtual open
day for law aspirants

NEW DELHI

Delhi University on
Wednesday conducted a
virtual open day for aspirants
seeking admissions to law
courses in the varsity. Senior
DU officials reiterated that
data, including bank details,
documents and other details,
once entered into the system,
cannot be modified later.

Body parts of Nangal
Dalit victim cremated

NEW DELHI

The cremation of the
remaining human tissue and
feet of the Dalit girl, who was
allegedly raped and killed in
south-west Delhi's Old Nangal,
was conducted on Wednesday
by her parents, the police said.
The girl died under suspicious
circumstances on August 1. Her
parents alleged that she was
raped and forcibly cremated by
a crematorium'’s priest. p1i
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JAIDEEP DEO BHAN]
NEW DELHI
The newly formed Delhi
Board of School Education
on Wednesday signed an
agreement with the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate (IB) to
adopt global practices in the
field of curriculum, pedago-
gy and assessment at 30
schools of Delhi government
during the 2021-22 session.
The Delhi government
said that students studying at
10 Sarvodaya schools (Class-
es Nursery-8) and 20 Schools
of Specialised Excellence,
SoSE (Classes 9-12) that are
affiliated to the DBSE will
now be able to access the
highest international stan-
dards of education.

Highest standards

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal after announcing the tie-
up, said that people used to
undermine the Delhi govern-
ment’s vision for education
in the Capital. They thought
that the DBSE was started
just for the sake of it but

Partnership at a glance

The collaboration between the Delhi Board of

.
-

School Education (DBSE) and the International
Baccalaureate (IB) will see direct intervention in 30 DBSE-
affiliated government schools during the 2021-22 session.
Twenty of them are Schools of Specialised Excellence (SoSE)

BENEFITS OF THE COLLABORATION:

» Approaches to teaching and learning
through IB's globally acclaimed

educational programmes

* School programme
readiness to be
achieved through

» Through IB professional development,
educators are to undertake the
workshops to help in their own
professional goals and development

consultancy,
verification and
evaluation visits.
Participation in
~IB seminars and

» With access to IB programme
resource centre, teachers will *
gain assessments' best practices

knowledge and gain
u positive experiences

across 1B programmes
SOURCE: DELHI GOVERNMENT

through this collaboration,
pedagogy of the highest stan-
dards will be inculcated in
the curriculum of the DBSE
schools in collaboration with
the IB.

“The biggest schools of
the world and the country
where the richest of rich
children go to study dream
of getting an affiliation of the
IB, as their pedagogy is of the

Former BJP leader gets
bail in hate slogans case

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Wednesday
granted bail to former BJP
spokesperson Ashwini
Upadhyay, arrested in con-
nection with the communal
slogans allegedly raised dur-
ing a protest at Jantar Man-
tar on August 8.

Metropolitan Magistrate
Udbhav Kumar Jain granted
relief to Mr. Upadhyay on a
bond of T50,000.

The accused, an advo-
cate, was sent to judicial cus-
tody on Tuesday, consider-
ing that his bail application
was pending.

A video showing anti-
Muslim slogans being raised

during a protest at Jantar
Mantar was widely circulat-
ed on social media, follow-
ing which Delhi Police regis-
tered a case in connection
with the matter on Monday.
Hundreds of people had at-
tended the protest organ-
ised by ‘Bharat Jodo Aando-
lan’ on August 8.

Shipra Srivastava, media
in-charge of Bharat Jodo
Aandolan, had said the prot-
est was held under the lea-
dership of Mr. Upadhyay.
However, she denied any
links to those who raised an-
ti-Muslim slogans.

Mr. Upadhyay too denied
any involvement in slogan
shouting incident.

conferences and
programme-network
meetings to share

highest international stan-
dards. Across the world, the
IB has collaborated with
about 5,500 schools in 159
countries. They have collab-
orated with the governments
of America, Canada, Spain,
Japan and South Korea
among other developed
countries,” Mr. Kejriwal said.

He said that in the last six
years, the Delhi government

has invested very heavily,
both in terms of commit-
ment and financial resourc-
es, that has led to a complete
transformation of education
in government schools. “We
were standing at a juncture
where we had to improve
what is being taught, how it
is being taught and we had to
prepare our children for the
international standards.
When it succeeds, it will be a
great model for the rest of
our country and show that
we can provide the best qual-
ity of education to the most
underprivileged of the peo-
ple,” Mr. Kejriwal said.
Through the agreement,
the IB will become a know-
ledge partner with a govern-
ment board. This will tran-
slate into experts from
foreign countries coming
here to train the schools un-
der the DBSE and improve
their quality to international
standards, the government
said. Under the guidance of
the IB, schools will be in-
spected, verified, and certi-

GOvt. resource centre for
children with special needs

Over 30 such centres will be launched

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government on
Wednesday inaugurated a
resource centre at R K Pu-
ram which will provide
medical facilities like phy-
siotherapy,  occupational
therapy, speech therapy
and behaviour modification
to children with special
needs studying in govern-
ment schools.

The Delhi government
said that 31 such resource
centres will be launched by
in all the education zones of
the city. In the first phase, 14
resource centres will be

launched while in the se-
cond phase we will see the
launch of 17 resource
centres. At least 12,705 chil-
dren with special needs stu-
dying in  government
schools will benefit from
these 17 resource centres.
Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said that the
Delhi government is fully
committed to providing in-
clusive education to chil-
dren with special needs.
“These resource centres
will be run in partnership
with organisations working
in the field of disability reha-
bilitation,” Mr. Sisodia said.

fied and they will tell what
the school lacks and how it
can be improved, the go-
vernment said paving the
way for more schools to get
affiliated to the DBSE.
Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia, also DBSE
president, said that the go-
vernment’s aim was to en-
sure that students from Delhi
become global leaders.

Development workshops
Stefanie Leong, Head of De-
velopment and Recognition,
Asia-Pacific, IB, who is based
in Singapore said that the
partnership entails that IB
development  workshops
provide opportunities to en-
gage in rich learning expe-
riences for the school lead-
ers and educators, and serve
as a tool to help schools meet
professional requirements of
the highest quality. “IB edu-
cation is designed to develop
knowledgeable and caring
young people who are dedi-
cated to creating a better
world,” she said.

HC seeks Ramani
stand on Akbar’s plea

“Trial court erroneously acquitted scribe’

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI
The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday sought res-

ponse from journalist Priya
Ramani on former Union
Minister M.]. Akbar’s appeal
against a trial court order
acquitting her in the crimi-
nal defamation case filed by
him her tweets accusing
him of sexual harassment.

Justice Mukta Gupta post-
ed the case for further hear-
ing on January 13.

Defamatory charges
Senior advocates  Rajiv
Nayar and Geeta Luthra, ap-
pearing for Mr. Akbar, ar-
gued that the trial court “er-
roneously” acquitted Ms.
Ramani despite concluding
that her allegations were de-
famatory in nature.

Mr. Akbar, in his appeal,
stated that the trial court’s
judgment “suffers from non-
application of mind, which
has led to crucial errors”.

“On one hand, while the
impugned judgment itself
states that the article writ-
ten by the accused [Ms. Ra-
mani], which was subse-
quently linked to the
complainant [Mr. Akbar],
was defamatory, and simul-
taneously rejects the de-
fence of the accused that on-
ly part of the article applied
to the complainant and the
remainder did not, it ulti-
mately acquits the accused,”
the plea said.

“It would follow that the
accused, once her argument
is rejected and her publica-
tion is held to be defamato-
ry, would be convicted. Ho-
wever, the trial court, even
after holding as above, has
acquitted the accused, with-
out providing adequate rea-
sons for such acquittal,” it
added.

At the height of the #Me-
Too movement in 2018, Ms.
Ramani had accused Mr. Ak-
bar of sexual harassment.

‘Earmark more space for children,
creches, diaper-changing stations

Child rights body sends suggestions on MPD-2041 to DDA

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
The Delhi Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(DCPCR) has submitted its
suggestions on the Master
Plan 2041 to the Delhi Deve-
lopment Authority includ-
ing, earmarking more spac-
es for children, more
creches to enable women to
join the workforce, recon-
sider land norms for educa-
tional institutes, and diap-
er-changing stations in
men’s toilets.

The recommendations
made by DCPCR chairper-

son Anurag Kundu said that
the government should
build infrastructure, which
would facilitate change in
people’s mindset in terms
of gender roles.

“Toilets in some public
places should have diaper
changing facilities but not
in women’s toilets only. It is
time men change their chil-
dren’s diapers. Master plan
must account for it,” one of
the suggestions read.

Another recommenda-
tion was greater space for
children to meet growing
demands especially for chil-

dren homes, hostels, pedia-
tric wards, and colleges.

“Facilities such as crech-
es are key enablers for wo-
men to join the workforce.
Similarly, availability of san-
itary pads and robust dispo-
sal systems at public utility
places is a key area of focus
that the Commission re-
commends for the Authori-
ty,” read another recom-
mendation.

“The DDA should consid-
er these changes and revise
its Master Plan to make it a
genuinely friendly city for
children,” Mr. Kundu said.
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Invitees to the Independence Day 2021 function at the Red Fort
are requested not to bring the following prohibited items:
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PUBLIC NOTICE é

PROHIBITION OF FLYING
UNMANNED AERIAL VEHIGLES

Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) /
Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UASSs),

2021 & gaRIE A fr=ifafaa gfadfea aeqe arr § 9 og:
&

Entry strictly through invitation card/ticket only
vawr fatks e uw/feeme & gRT € BN

Prohibited ltems

Eatables
@ﬁ U Skt =i

Cigarettes, Bidies, Lighter
e, i€, aEeT

Bag, Briefcase

reTr, sithehd

Alcohol, Perfumes, Spray
IS, 3T, W

para gliders, para motors, hang-gliders,

Radio, Transistor, Tape
Recorder, CD, DVD, MP3 Players

e, zifsrey, 2uftantsy,
e, Siarst, THUE el

Dagger, Sword, Cutting Material,
Sharp/Pointed Edged Material,
Screw Drivers

o, =, YueRa

Umbrella, Replica Fire Arms,
Toy Gun or Toys

micro light aircrafts, remotely piloted

Camera, Binocular,
Handycam

aircrafts, hot air balloons, small size

e | ey powered aircrafts, quadcopters have
ans | o, e, R, =€, AW, L : i
e, TR 3 e, d - | - been prohibited to fly till 16.08.2021 vide

Arms & Ammunition, Fireworks,

Inflammable Items, Match _s| Crackers Explosive etc. N 0 . pe . .
g ST it i et e, e prohibitory orderissued specifically in this

Various Electronic Gadgets,

Devices e. g. I-Pad, I-Pod, Palm

- | | Top/Laptop, Computer, Tablets,
| Power Banketc.

Avoid keeping Mobile Phones,
Remote Controlled Car Keys as it
may delay your entry due to
checking

W wi=, RHE ®Harel s
=Telt TEH O o o’iifeh $Ed Sl e SR
3Tk TA9T H T B Hehell ©

Any unidentified object, if noticed, may be brought to the notice of the nearest Security Personnel

gfg g AEE o fe@E 2, 9t feean aretdt & Aifeq o @

Please be alert to your surroundings
FET AU 3MH qTH W &

&, J1 Maintain Covid Appropriate Behaviour/Protocol
r difds JITHU FasR /ReEAR 9491¢ &

E-mail to CP, Delhi at: cp.rakeshasthana@delhipolice.gov.in | Write to: CP, Delhi at P.0. Box. No. 171, GPO, New Delhi
TO SHARE INFORMATION CALL 1090

regard.

Any person contravening this order
will be liable for criminal prosecution.

Please co-operate with Police for searching/frisking

FET TARN 2 W Ui & Y GEAT

All general public, shopkeepers, stockists,
amateurs & professionals are requested
to abide by the prohibitory order.

FOR IMMEDIATE POLICE HELP CALL 112

~

DP/9282/2021

DP/9283/2021

TO SHARE INFORMATION CALL 1090

FOR IMMEDIATE POLICE HELP CALL 112
c% ) cee
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. Timings

DELHI
THURSDAY, AUG. 12

RISE  05:49 SET 19:04
\_ RISE 09:17 SET 21:43
FRIDAY, AUG. 13

RISE  05:50 SET 19:03
_ RISE 10:18 SET 22:17
SATURDAY, AUG. 14

RISE  05:50 SET 19:02
. RISE 11:21 SET 22:53

min

Delhi Weather max

Delhi City 36 26
Safdarjang 36 26
Palam 36 28

Delhi Palam Today

36°C Dry weather likely over
the area. Rise in day
temperature. Occasinal partly
cloudy sky and gentle winds
likley.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow

36°C Day will be very warm
with partly cloudy sky and
gentle winds. Very light rain or
thunder clouds development
possible.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

BJP asks CM

Cong. says police
made a weak case
at Centre’s behest

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Delhi BJP on Wednesday
demanded that Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal apologise
to former Chief Secretary
Anshu Prakash after a city
court ordered framing of
charges against two AAP
MLAs in relation to his al-
leged assault at the Chief Mi-
nister’s residence in 2018.
Delhi BJP chief Adesh
Gupta expressed surprise ov-
er Deputy CM Manish Siso-

“Justice has won; PM’s

conspiracy exposed

Sisodia says fake FIR lodged in Anshu Prakash assault case

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Deputy Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia on Wednesday
said the case regarding ‘as-
sault’ on former Chief Se-
cretary Anshu Prakash was
a “conspiracy” hatched by
the Prime Minister.

“Today is a day of victory
of justice and truth in Delhi.
Now, it has become clear
that this conspiracy to ob-
struct the government elect-
ed by the people of Delhi is
on the behest of PM Naren-
dra Modi, the Centre and
the BJP, and it has been ex-
posed now. Considering the
truth is in front of everyone,
The Centre and the BJP
should apologise to Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
and the people of Delhi who
chose him,” he said.

Mr. Sisodia said false and
fabricated conspiracies
were being hatched from
day one to obstruct the Del-
hi government, and that Mr.

to apologise

dia “praising” AAP MLAs
Amantullah Khan and Pra-
kash Jarwal against whom
the court ordered the fram-
ing of charges. “The charges
against these MLAs have
been framed under Sections
186, 353 of the IPC. It is
shocking that Mr. Sisodia,
rather than dismissing them
from the party, is defending
and praising such elements
who indulge in acts of vio-
lence against the senior-most
IAS officer,” Mr. Gupta said.
“Propriety demands that
these two MLAs should be
immediately dismissed from
the party, especially now
that charges have been

Manish Sisodia

Kejriwal was treated like a
“terrorist”.

‘Attempt to topple govt.’
“This would be the first in-
stance of Independent India
when a Prime Minister
hatched a conspiracy to top-
ple a State government,
fearing the increasing popu-
larity of the Chief Minister
elected by the people. Offic-
ers were forcibly stopped
from working for the public
good for six months,” Mr. Si-
sodia said.

He said that the PM was

to Anshu Prakash, dismiss two MLAS

framed against them. The
fact that all this happened at
the CM’s residence and in his
presence also points a finger
at him,” he added.

Delhi BJP spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor
said the framing of charges
against the two AAP MLAs
“proved” that the Chief Se-
cretary was actually beaten.

“Mr. Kejriwal and some
MLAs may have been given a
clean chit due to lack of sus-
tainable evidence but fixing
of charges against the two
MLAs shows that a beating
took place in the CM’s pre-
sence and thus the CM is mo-
rally responsible. He should

chosen by the people to run
the country and not for
making “false cases” or to
bring down State
governments.

“Today, the Centre has
become so busy in all this
that the country’s systems
are failing. This failure of
the Centre can also be seen
in the mismanagement of
the COVID-19 crisis,” the se-
nior AAP leader said.

He claimed that the BJP is
scared of Mr. Kejriwal’s pop-
ularity, so a fake FIR was
made against him using the
Delhi Police, and his house
and office were raided.

“He was treated like a ter-
rorist. This is the first inci-
dent after Independence
when such a raid was con-
ducted in the house and of-
fice of a sitting CM. Police
entered Mr. Kejriwal’s be-
droom. He was treated like
a terrorist. The police inter-
rogated him for six hours
continuously,” he said.

apologise to Mr. Prakash,”
Mr. Kapoor said.

The Delhi Congress said
the framing of charges
against the MLAs was proof
enough that there was a
strong case for Mr. Prakash
to approach a higher court to
appeal against the discharge
of Mr. Kejriwal and others.

‘CM should resign’
The party called for the sus-
pension of the two MLAs and
demanded the resignation of
Mr. Kejriwal on moral
grounds as the ‘assault’ oc-
curred at the CM’s residence.
Delhi Congress chief. Ch.
Anil Kumar said, “The very

Govt. takes back claim, says Centre did

request data on oxygen-scarcity deaths

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI
A day after Deputy Chief Mi-
nister Manish  Sisodia

claimed that the Centre had
never asked for any data on
oxygen-scarcity deaths in
the city during the second
COVID-19 wave, the Delhi
government on Wednesday
reversed its claim.

‘Not enough time’

The Delhi government has
now stated it was asked to
submit the data, but added

that the Centre gave only
“12-14 hours” to file a report
on the issue.

“The Centre has not
sought any report from the
Delhi on deaths due to lack
of oxygen... Till now no in-
formation or letter has been
sent... The centre is spread-
ing the lie that States are not
giving information, whereas
they themselves have not
asked for any information
from the States,” Mr. Sisodia
had said on Tuesday.

On Wednesday, however,

he said: “In the communica-
tion received by the Delhi
government on July 26, the
Centre gave time till noon of
next day to file the data, a
mere 12-14 hours. It was nev-
er mentioned that the data
can be submitted by August
13. If there is any such letter
that says so then it must be
shown by the Centre.”

He also reiterated that
the Delhi government will
submit a report to the
Centre on the oxygen-scar-
city deaths.

Chief Secretary bats for strict vigilance

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief Secretary Vijay
Kumar Dev on Wednesday
held a meeting with top offi-
cials of the Vigilance Depart-
ment and the Anti-Corrup-
tion Branch (ACB) regarding
a soon-to-be-launched anti-
corruption drive.

Citywide surveillance and
vigilance of all important de-
partments will be part of the
campaign, which seeks to

fact that the incident hap-
pened in the presence of Mr.
Kejriwal and Mr. Sisodia at
the CM’s official residence
should automatically make
out a case against the CM for
instigating his MLAs to as-
sault Mr. Prakash, which is
an equally serious offence.”
“The fact that the police
filed a very weak case against
Mr. Kejriwal and his party
MLAs shows that the BJP is
keen to bail them out in re-
turn for Mr. Kejriwal’s si-
lence on the Pegasus case
and support for the Centre’s
anti-farmer laws, one of
which was validated in the
Delhi Assembly,” he added.

identify field officers who
are indulging in malpractic-
es, patronising touts and ha-
rassing the public.

According to the Delhi go-
vernment, Mr. Dev said only
those officers who have an
“excellent track record” and
have never been accused of
corruption should be con-
ducting the drive.

“All departmental officers
should instal CCTVs in their
offices so that visitors can be

closely monitored. Officers
and employees found in-
volved in corruption cases
will be charged under va-
rious sections of the Indian
Penal Code,” the govern-
ment stated.

Mr. Dev also directed the
Divisional Commissioner,
the appointing authority of
sub-registrars, to give such
posts to officials who have
impeccable service records
and integrity.

No new COVID-19 death

Test positivity rate now at 0.06%

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The city reported only 37
new COVID-19 cases in the
past 24 hours, taking the to-
tal cases to 14,36,889, as per
a bulletin released by the
Delhi government on Wed-
nesday. There was no death
reported and the toll stood
at 25,068.

A total of 66,886 tests
were done in a day and the
test positivity rate (TPR) was
0.06%. Of the total cases,
14,11,327 people have reco-
vered and there are only
494 active cases in the city.

In early May, the active
cases were as high as 99,361.

Vaccine stock

The COVID-19 vaccine stock
of the city on Wednesday
morning would last for
three days and there were
3,26,720 doses of Covishield
and 3,07,940 doses of Co-
vaxin, as per another bulle-
tin by the government.

A total of 1,40,843 vacci-
nations were done on Tues-
day and till now, 1,09,77,134
doses of vaccines have been
administered in the city, the
bulletin said.

Kejriwal Tocks’
transport

office, launches
online services

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Terming it a gift for Delhi-
ites ahead of the 75th Inde-
pendence Day, the city go-
vernment on Wednesday
launched ‘faceless servic-
es’ related to the transport
department.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal inaugurated the
initiative by putting a lock
on the premises of the IP
Estate Zone RTO.

According to the govern-
ment, the programme will
initially cover 33 major
transport-related services
— covering almost 95% of
the applications usually re-
ceived by the department
— with more services to be
added soon. Only driving
test and vehicle-fitness test
will be done in person.

Faceless services will
provide “freedom from
long queues, brokers and
middlemen at the RTO of-
fice”, the government said,
adding that people can
now access “all the work of
the transport department”
while sitting at home.

“People would go, stand
in lines every time and
then someone would keep
making objections in their
application again and
again. Eventually you'd get
tired and get an agent to do
it,” Mr. Kejriwal said.

“All services of the tran-
sport department are now
digital, no need to collect
documents and stand in
lines, no need to take a ho-
liday, no need to hire a
middleman or agent. Just
turn the computer on and
do it,” he added.

Four RTOs were closed
on Wednesday: IP Depot,
Vasant Vihar, Sarai Kale
Khan and Janakpuri. Help-
desk services will be availa-
ble at these offices to en-
sure a smooth transition.
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TRAFFIC_ADVISORY

NO HGWVs | LGV

FROM MIDNRGHT (O
10 110 Hm ON

PROHIBITED AREA

ALLOWED ONLY FOR LABELLED VEHICLES AND
BONAFIDE RESIDENTS ( DURING 0400 Hrs. TO 1000 Hrs. )

ROAD CLOSED

FOR GENERAL TRAFFIC ( 0400 Hrs. TO 1000 Hrs.)

ROAD CLOSED

FOR CITY BUSES (0000 Hrs. TO 1100 Hrs.)

DIVERTED BUS ROUTES

SUGGESTED ACCESS TO
OLD DELHI RLY. STATION

SUGGESTED ACCESS TO
KASTURBA GANDHI HOSPITAL

SUGGESTED CORRIDORS FOR
GENERAL TRAFFIC

METRO STATIONS

41 - 8- 203

* No HGV / MGV / LGV & Inter state Buses Allowed on Ring Road (Between Loop ISBT Bridge Ring Road to 'T' Point
Nizamuddin Fly-Over) from Midnight 12-08-2021 to 1100 hrs on 13-08-2021

permitted:-

Bazar Chowk.

0 N O

vice versa.

inconvenience.

BE A TRAFFIC SENTINEL

Download App From g

24 Hours Traffice Helpline 011-25844444/1095

TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS
] AROUND RED FORT

The following roads will be closed for general traffic from
4.00 AM to 10.00 AM and only labeled vehicles will be

1. Netaji Subhash Marg from Delhi Gate to Chatta Rail Chowk.
2. Lothian Road from GPO Delhito Chatta Rail Chowk.
3. S.P. Mukherjee Marg from H.C.Sen Marg to Yamuna

. Chandni Chowk Road from Fountain Chowk to Red Fort.
. Nishad Raj Marg from Ring Road to Netaji Subhash Marg.
. Esplanade Road and its Link Road to Netaji Subhash Marg.
. Ring Road from Rajghat to ISBT.
. Outer Ring Road from ISBT to IP Flyover i.e. Salimgarh
Bypass (As & whenrequired).

ROADS THAT MAY BE AVOIDED FROM
0400 Hrs to 1000 Hrs :

Those vehicles which do not have parking labels for the
rehearsal may avoid C- Hexagon India Gate, Copernicus
Marg, Mandi House, Sikandra Road, W Point, A point Tilak
Marg, Mathura Road, BSZ Marg, Subhash Marg, J.L. Nehru
Marg and Ring Road between Nizammuddin Bridge and
ISBT Bridge and Outer Ring Road from [P Flyover through
Salimgarh Bypass to ISBT and take the route as advised.

NORTH-SOUTH ACCESS

Aurobindo Marg—Safdarjang Road—Mother
Teresa Crescent—Park Street—-Mandir Marg—Panchkuian
Road - Rani Jhansi Road and reach their destinations in
North Delhiand vice-versa.

Reach Connaught Place—-Minto Road-
Bhavbhuti Marg—Ajmeri Gate —Shradhanand Marg-Lahori
Gate Chowk—Naya Bazar—Peeli Kothi—S.P. Mukherjee Marg
up to ODRS and reach their destination in North Delhi and

LU CTHETTERR Reach Nizamuddin Bridge to cross Yamuna —
Pushta Road—G.T. Road and cross Yudhishthar Setu to ISBT
and reach their destination in North Delhiand vice versa.

EAST WEST CORRIDOR

® DND-NH24 (NH9)-Vikas Marg—Shahdara Bridge and
Wazirabad Bridge will remain open to reach Ring Road.

® Vikas Marg-DDU Marg-Bhavbhuti Marg—-DBG Road
Boulevard Road-Barf Khana-Rani Jhansi flyover-DBG
Road —Panchkuian Road will remain open.

® Geeta Colony Bridge will be closed towards Shantivan:-
Similarly, Traffic would not be permitted on lower Ring
Road from ISBT Kashmere Gate towards Shantivan and
from IP flyover towards Rajghat.

People are advised to reach early to avoid last minute rush &

Adequate informative signages will be displayed for the
guidance of vehicular traffic destined for the Red Fort at all
important traffic junctions.

TO SHARE INFORMATION CALL 1090

below:-

Marg.

Marg.

@ At Boulevard Road opp. Maharaja Agrasen Park for buses
coming from North Delhi side from Ring Road.
Pedestrians can reach Red Fort via Lothian Road-
Chhatta Rail-S.P. Mukherjee Marg—Chandni Chowk-

Esplanade Road.

1) Old Delhi Railway Station:

reach the Railway Station.

3) ISBT Kashmere Gate

a) From New Delhi and South Delhi: Mother Teresa
Crescent-Park Street-Mandir Marg—Panchkuian Road-Rani
Jhansi Road and Rani Jhansi Flyover—Boulevard Road.

b) From North Delhi: There is no restriction.

4) J.P.N. Hospital: There is no restriction.

5) Kasturba Hospital: Ajmeri Gate-Ajmeri Bazar-Chowk
Hauz Quazi- Chawri Bazar-Chowk Barshabullah-Urdu Bazar.

FOR IMMEDIATE POLICE HELP CALL 112

RESTRICTIONS ON MOVEMENT OF COMMERCIAL
TRANSPORT AND INTERSTATE BUSES:

1. Goods vehicles will not be permitted between Nizamuddin
Bridge and Wazirabad Bridge from the 00:00 midnight to
11:00AM on 13.08.2021.

2. INTERSTATE BUSES WILL NOT BE ALLOWED BETWEEN

MAHARANA PRATAP ISBT AND SARAI KALE KHAN ISBT

FROM 00.00 midnight TO 11.00 AM on 13.08.2021.

APART FROM RESTRIGTED ROADS
Local city buses including DTC will not move on Ring Road
from 0000 midnight to 11 AM on 13.08.2021 between ISBT
and Ring Road-NH-24(NH-9)/NH ‘T’ point (Nizamuddin
Khatta) and take alternative route available.

Buses ordinarily terminating at Red Fort, Jama Masjid and
Delhi Main Railway Station will be curtailed/diverted as

® Opposite Ramlila Ground on J.L.N. Marg for buses
approaching from South and West Delhi. Pedestrians can
approach Red Fort via Nukkar Faiz Bazar and Subhash

® At Mori Gate and Tis Hazari for buses coming from North,
North West and East Delhi via ISBT Bridge. Pedestrians
can reach Red Fort via Pul Dufferin and S.P. Mukherjee

Normal bus service will be restored after 10:00 AM

How to Approach/Reach Important places

a) From West and South Delhi: Mother Teresa Crescent-Park
Street— Mandir Marg—Panchkuian Road—Rani Jhansi Flyover-Azad
Market— Boulevard Road—Mori Gate—Pul Dufferin—S.P. Mukherjee
Marg to reach the Railway Station.

b)From North: Mori Gate—Pul Dufferin—S.P. Mukherjee Marg to

2) New Delhi Rly. Station: There is no restriction.
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7 labourers feared dead in
Rajasthan mine collapse

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR

Seven labourers, including
three women, were feared
dead when an illegal quartz
mine in Rajasthan’s Bhilwara
district, where they were
working, caved in on Wed-
nesday. Two bodies were
pulled out while five were bu-
ried deep under the rubble
till late evening.

The mishap took place at
an illegal mining site for
quartz stones near Lachhuda
village under the Asind Pol-
ice Station area in Bhilwara.
Though the Mines Depart-
ment had seized the quarry
and its equipment about

three months ago, the own-
ers restarted the operations
after their release from jail
last week.

Efforts were underway to
rescue the remaining work-
ers or retrieve bodies, while
officials feared that they
could be buried at a depth of
50 to 80 feet from ground.

Villagers stage protest
The villagers staged a protest
after the accident, alleging
that the administration had
failed to take timely action to
stop illegal mining despite
being informed about the re-
sumption of activities at the
mining site.

R0 LN GeNTer,

RNOR

REGION DEVELOPMENT AUTHOR
PET, VIJAYAWADA-520002(A.P

E Procurement Tender Notice

Tender cum Reverse Auctioning or Reverse Tenderin
NIT: 10/2021/ MAU61-USIOHB(BG)/19/2021-HB

dated: 11.08.2021

Amarinder meets Modi,

seeks repeal of farm laws

‘Ongoing farmers’ stir has implications for national security’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Punjab Chief Minister Ama-
rinder Singh called on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday and urged him to
repeal the farm laws and
amend the relevant law to
make farmers eligible for free
legal aid.

A statement from the Chief
Minister’s Office (CMO) said
Capt Singh had cautioned the
Prime Minister that the farm-
ers’ agitation had “the poten-
tial of posing security threat
to Punjab and the country
with Pak-backed anti-India
forces looking to exploit the
farmers who are disgruntled
with the government”.

He called for immediate re-

S
CM Amarinder Singh

farm laws as they have trig-
gered widespread resent-
ment among farmers of Pun-
jab and other States, who
have been protesting at the
Delhi’s borders since last No-
vember 26.

Urging the Prime Minis-
ter’s intervention in finding a
solution, the Chief Minister

Name of Work: “Construction of G+3 Floors building for accommodating 14
court halls, chambers with approximate BUA of 76,000 Sqft with foundation
of G+5 Stories with RC column frame structure, Architectural Finishes, MEP
services, Lifts and other ancillary works including Two Years Defect Liability
Period at AP High Court premises, Nelapadu, Andhra Pradesh.” - Tender cum
reverse Auction/Reverse Tendering ECV - Rs.29.40 Crores.

The bid can be downloaded on AP e-procurement portal from 16.08.2021
t0 01.09.2021 up to 14.00 Hrs. Due date for submission of Bid 01.09.2021
up to 15.00 Hrs, Pre-Qualification stage opening 01.09.2021 @16.00Hrs.
For further details please refer to www.apeprocurement.gov.in and

https://crda.ap.gov.in/ Sd/- Metropolitan Commissioner, AMRDA, Vijayawada.

Appeal for Identification

General public is hereby informed that one
person Name: Unknown, S/o: Unknown,
R/o: Unknown, Age: Approx. 60 Yrs.,
Height: 52", Sex: Male, Complexion:
Wheatish, Built: Thin, Face: Long, Hair:
White, ID Marks: Mole on Right Hand,
Wearing: Light Green Lungi only, Place of
Recovery: Found on 07.08.2021 in
unconscious condition from near Metro
Pillar No. 03, Nehru Chowk, PK Road,
New Delhi and admitted in LHMC Hospital vide MLC No.
1519/2021 where doctor declared him brought dead on
07.08.2021

In this regard DD No. 97A, Dated 07.08.2021 has been lodged at
Police Station, Mandir Marg, New Delhi. Any clue come to
notice please inform undersign. SHO

P.S. Mandir Marg, New Delhi
Ph.: 011-23364100, 23366730

DP/309/NDD/2021

OFFICE OF THE SPL. DIRECTOR GENERAL OF
POLICE(COMMN) ASSAM
ULUBARI, GUWAHATI - 781007
No. RE/456(COMPUTER)/2020-21/33

ADDENDUM

With Reference to the NIT no. RE/456(COMPUTER) /2020-
21/23 DTD. 17/07/2021 for “SUPPLY OF 1 KVA UPS (Offline)
for APRO, the following information has been incorporated
with the Clause 29. SL (iii) and (iv):

The Locations where UPS will be used and bidder should
provide Onsite Service/Repairing/Replacement Warranty are-

Hon’ble CM'’s office/Residence, Chief Secratery’s Office,
Home Deptt.,, Assam Police HQ, All HQ of various Police
Organization, Guwahati Police Commissionerate, All SP
Offices, MCC Dispur, Police Training College, Dergaon, APRO
Training School Jalukbari, All Police range HQ/SDPO Office/
Cl Office/PS of Assam

The details of each location will be proveded during the
award of contact. All the other terms and conditions of the
tender do remain unchanged.

Supdt. of Police(Commn.), Assam
Ulubari, Guwahati-07

view and revocation of the argued that the continued ag-

MAHARSHI DAYANAND UNIVERSITY, ROHTAK

(A State university established under Haryana Act No. XXV of 1975)
‘A+’ Grade University Accredited by NAAC

Withdrawal Notice (Advt. PR No. 5 of 2021)

It is notified for information of all concerned that advertisement
No. PR — 08 of 2018, PR- 28 of 2018, PR — 34 of 2018 and
PR- 43 of 2018 which were published in the various newspapers
and also available on MDU Website i.e. www.mdu.ac.in vide
which online application forms were invited for various teaching
posts, are hereby withdrawn due to the administrative reason.

REGISTRAR
PRDH 1235/11/11/2022/4142/199/7

Janasanyog /C/4281/21

rra Modern Coach Factory, Raebareli

Open tender based on Two packet system i.e. Technical Bid & Financial Bid,
Tender Notice No.-MCF/RBUTender/officading/Mech /2021-22/C-484A Date.
06.08.2021 is invited by Dy. Chief Mechanical Engineer/fSMS & Housekeeping,
MCF/RBL through IREPS portal www. ireps.gov.in for and on behalf of president of
India for the following work:- Description of Work Offloading of manpower (CNC
operator/Assistance) for various machines in SMS including press, shear, folding
and drill operations as per scope of work. Approx. Value () 2,41,82,298.00 Cost of
Tender document({¥) - Zero EMD Firm has to submit the Bid Security Daclaration at
the time of E-Bid submission in lieu of requisite Eamest Money Deposit. Quantity
of Work- 300 working days. Completion period of Work-300 working days. « Date
& time of closing of Tender- 31.08.2021 up to 15.00 hrs. s Detailed Tender Notice,
Eligibility criteria, Terms & conditions are available at IREPS website
www.ireps.gov.in in tender document.

Dy. Cheif Mechanical Engineer/SMS & House Keeping

On behalf of the President of India, Dy. Chief Mechanical Engineer/FP&Paint,
Modern Coach Factory, Raebareli is inviting open e-Tender (Tender Notice No.-M-
200/ Cutting of Floor Board/2021-22, Date:-06.08.2021) based on single packet
system online through Indian Railway porial www.ireps.gov.in for following work:-
Description of work Works contract for the work of cutting of floor board, doorway
board & gangway board for LHB type coaches as per scope of work, Approx.
Value(Rs.): Rs. 578757416 Quantity of work- 1771 Coach set. Work
completion period- 12 Months or earlier  E-Tender submitted through online up
to 15.00 hrs. on 31.08.2021. Manual offer will not considered. e E-Tender shall be
opened on 31,08.2021 after 15:00 hrs through online an hitp:/fwww.ireps.gov.in
o Detailed Tender E-Notice and Terms & conditions are available at Indian
Ralbway IREPS wabsite- hitp:/fwww.ireps.gov.in Dy. Chief Mech. Engr./FP& Paint

On behalf of the President of India, Dy. Chief Mechanical Engineer [FP&Paint,
Modern Coach Factory, Rasbareli is inviting open E-tender (E-Tender Notica Nao.-
M-200/ Coach Shunting/2021-22, Date:-07.08.2021) based on single packet
system online through Indian Railway portal www.ireps.gov.in for following work:-
Description of work Works contract for the work of Intemal and External Shunting
of LHB coaches in Shell shop, Blasting Shop, Paint Shop, Fumishing Shop & yard
shunting with help of Traverser & Tractor shunter as per scope of work. Approx
Value of work (Rs.)- Rs. 46,50 B07 84 Quantity of work- 300 Working Days.
Work completion period- 12 Months or earlier » E-Tender submitted through
online up o 15.00 hrs. on 31.08.2021 which will be opened after 15.00 hrs. through
online on hitp/iwww.ireps govin. Manual offer will not be considered. « Detailed
Tender E-Notice and Terms & conditions are available at Indian Railway IREPS

website- hitp/Wwww. ireps.gov.in. Dy. Chief Mech. Engr/FP& Paint
e-Advertised Tender Notice NO 25/ET/2021-22 Dated: 09.08.2021
SN|Tender NoJ Short Description Qty. Due Date
01| 04211070 | Pipe 42x2 in Length of 8000 MM 21688 MTR |07 .09.2021
02] 07211061 | Tapping Tool for OP-10 Machine 232 Nos |10.09.2021
03] 07211182 | Solid Cutter for Machining of Bolster 'L’ G0 Nos |13.00.2021
Type metal Stopers
04| 07211063 | Milling Insert for Milling in Bolster Pin 1950 Nos |13.09.2021
Brakets Surface.
05| 05211182 | 70 AH, 110 V, VRLA Maintenance Free 1371 Set_|07.09.2021
Menoblock Battery 674 Set
Corrigendum
01 | 29/ETI2021-22 Dated: | Tender No. Due date may be read as 03.09.2021
23.07.2021 06215004 instead of 26.08.2021
02 | 20/ET/2021-22 Dated: | Tender No. Due date may be read as 16.08.2021
20.07.2021 03211323 instead of 09.08.2021

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Government of India
Department of Atomic Energy

Atomic Minerals Directorate for Exploration & Research
No.1-10-153-156, AMD Complex, Begumpet, Hyd-500016

BRIEF E-TENDER NOTICE
The Director, (AMD), Begumpet, Hyderabad invites for and on behalf of the President of India, sealed tenders in two parts
(TECHNICAL and COMMERCIAL) from eligible Core Drilling contractors, for the following works in the parts of Rajasthan and
Jharkhand.
Item Estimated Earnest Last Date and Last Date and | Period of
No. NIT No., TENDER NO. & SCOPE OF WORK job value Money time of Dateand | Time of |completion
(in Lakhs (in INR) availability of time of Opening | in months
INR) Tender Submission | of Part |
Documents of online
for download Tender
1. | NIT No. AMD/CD/WR/CORE/2021-22/T-(212), Date: 30.07.2021
TENDER NO. AMD/CD/WR'/(IIHT-K.HR/CORE/2021-22/_'I'-212 99.63 NIL * 25.08-2021 | 30-08-2021 | 31-08-2021 8
3,000 metre core drilling in Chhota Udaipur - : at 15:00 hrs. |at 17:00 hrs. |at 15:00 hrs| (EIGHT)
Kachariya areas in Ajmer District, Rajasthan with
borehole depth varying from 200 to 300 metre.
2. | NIT No. AMD/CD/WR/CORE/2021-22/T-(213), Date: 02.08.2021
TENDER NO. AMD/CD/WR/GKD-LKB/CORE/2021-22/F-213 | 319.90 NIL* | 25°08-2021 | 30-08-2021 | 31-08-2021 TW1E?LVE
10,000 m core drilling in Geratiyon Ki Dhani - at 15:00 hrs. at 17:00 hrs. |at 15:30 s, )
Kundala-Ladi-Ka-Bas North area, Sikar District,
Rajasthan with borehole depth varying from 250 to
500 metre.
3. | NIT No. AMD/CD/ER/CORE/2021-22/1-(214), Date: 03.08.2021
TENDER NO. AMD/CD/ER/KNLK/CORE/2021-22/T-214 | 353 90 NIL* | 25°08-2021 | 30-08-2021 | 31-08-2021 Fé‘b .
10,000 m core drilling in Kanyaluka area, East at 15:00 hrs. |at 17:00 hrs. at 16:00 hrs; gI'EEN
Singhbhum District, Jharkhand with borehole )
depthvaryingfrom 175 to 850 m.
4. | NIT No. AMD/CD/ER/CORE/2021-22/T-(215), Date: 04.08.2021
TENDER NO. AMD/CD/ER/KDA(D)/CORE/2021-22/T-215 | 401 70 NIL* | 25-08-2021 | 30-08-2021 | 31-08-2021 1Ff|=
10,000 m core drilling in Kudada deep block, East at 15:00 hrs. |at 17:00 hrs. at 16:30 hrs, TI(EEN
Singhbhum District, Jharkhand with borehole )
depthvarying from 850 to 1150 m.
* The Bidder including MSE registered firms shall submit the Bid Security Declaration in lieu of Earnest Money Deposit.
Without Bid Security Declaration, the bid will not be considered. It is mandatory for the bidders to upload the Bid Security
Declaration in Website www.tenderwizard.com/DAE along with the Tender document. Detailed tender notice along with
other documents are available on website: www.tenderwizard.com/DAE. Detailed NIT is also available on website
www.amd.gov.in for view only. For further clarification, please contact on: 040-27776342/27776335/27776387.
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itation was not only impact-
ing economic activities in
Punjab but also had the po-
tential to affect the social fa-
bric, especially when politi-
cal parties and groups take
strong positions.

Paddy straw issue

The Chief Minister also un-
derlined the need to compen-
sate farmers for the manage-
ment of paddy straw at 3100
per quintal and also to ad-
dress the fears of DAP shor-
tage that could aggravate the
“crisis triggered by the three
laws”.

Earlier in the day, Capt.
Singh also called on Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
to ask for increased alloca-

tion of vaccine supplies.

BJD demands caste-based
enumeration n new Census

Party seeks database for accurate reservation policies

SATYASUNDAR BARIK
BHUBANESWAR:
The Biju Janata Dal (BJD) on
Wednesday demanded a
caste-based Census be con-
ducted for identifying and en-
umerating Socially and Edu-
cationally Backward
Communities (SEBC) and
Other Backward Classes
(OBC), and increasing reser-
vation beyond the 50% ceil-
ing by enacting a Central le-
gislation. Two BJP allies, the
Janata Dal (United) and Apna
Dal, have also raised similar
demands in the recent past.
A BJD delegation of MPs
from both the Lok Sabha and
the Rajya Sabha led by Pinaki
Mishra met Home Minister
Amit Shah at his Parliament
chamber and apprised him of
the need for a caste-based

Census.

They said it was necessary
to insert appropriate co-
lumns in the format of the
2021 Census to get a clear pic-
ture of the socio-economic
and educational statuses of
the SEBC, OBC and other
classes in order to formulate
appropriate policies for their
benefit.

In the proposed formats
for the General Census 2021,
there is no provision to cap-
ture details of the SEBC and
OBC.

“A detailed scientific data-
base is very much required
with regards to the SEBC and
OBC category for the formula-
tion of accurate reservation
policies for holistic develop-
ment, welfare and upliftment
of these categories of the

population,” Mr. Mishra said.

The memorandum submit-
ted by the BJD MPs says no
formal Census including
caste details has been carried
out since 1931.

‘Huge challenge’

The MPs observed in the
memorandum: “Unavailabili-
ty of reliable and authentic
data about the exact numbers
of the SEBC and OBCs, geo-
graphical area of their spread
and density has been a huge
challenge in ensuring focused

and outcome  specific
planning.”
“For a welfare govern-

ment, it is a constitutional
obligation and abiding com-
mitment for inclusive growth
of the weaker sections of the
society,” they emphasised.

‘Save RTI applicants threatened by NSCN (I-M)

Manipur rights group writes to Home Minister seeking protection for them

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

A Manipur-based rights
group has appealed to Home
Minister Amit Shah to save
and secure the lives of four
Right to Information (RTI)
applicants who have been
“repeatedly threatened and
intimidated” by members of
an extremist group.

The Movement for Peo-
ple’s Rights Forum, Manipur
(MPRFM), said a local unit of
the National Socialist Coun-
cil of Nagaland (Isak-Muivah)

had been issuing death
threats to the RTI users of
Senapati district, forcing
them to go into hiding since
March 2020.

‘House arrest’

The four are Kh. Inoch of
Phaibung village, P. Johnson
Samo of Taphou Phyamai
village, S.P. Benjamin of Nga-
ri Raidulomai village and
P.R. Amose of Khabung Khu-
nou village. The last three
have been lying low in Mani-
pur capital Imphal, about 60

km from their villages, while
Mr. Inoch has been under
“house arrest” in his village.
The four apparently irked
the local leaders of the NSCN
(I-M) by seeking to know
how funds received by the
Phaibung, Phuba and Ka-
rong Autonomous District
Councils under the 13th and
14th Finance Commissions
since 2015 had been spent.
The RTI applications had
been submitted following re-
ports that the funds were be-
ing misused by the district

councils in collusion with
certain agents without the
projects being executed on
the ground.

Information declined
While the information offic-
ers declined to provide the
information, leaders of the
NSCN (I-M)’s Shepouma-
ramth Region (encompass-
ing the areas covered by the
district councils) ordered
them to withdraw their ap-
plication or face stern
action.
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REAL ESTATE

SOUTH MUMBAI, Lodha Marquise, Low-
er Parel, Luxurious 4BHK flat on
72nd  Floor with unrestricted full
sea view, East/West facing front
door (Vastu Friendly) with 5 park-
ings & separate servant room. Bro-
kers Please Excuse. Phone: +91
9810030837

FACTORY FOR SALE

1) Plot area 20000 sq m2
Build up area 4000 sq m2
Kundaim Ind. Estate
Kundaim Goa.

2)Plot area 13000 sqm2
build up area 6500 sqm2
Kundaim Ind. Estate
Kundaim

3) Industrial land plot area
7387 sqm2 Opp. Hindustan
Foods Company Usgaon
Ponda-Goa.

7020793947
9422059384
TENDERS

TENDER NOTICE Shine India Goods
And Infra Pvt. Ltd. Invites propos-
als for Engineering Consultancy
with  Supervision for Construction
of 4 Cold Storages & 4 Central
Stores in the state of Punjab &
Delhi. ~ For  details,  Contact:
8555825773,  18005723349. Visit:
www.sigipl.com/tender

For Sale / Eauction : Wet Damaged Di-
Ammonium Phosphate (DAP) Fertiiser —
418 MT approx (final qty as per actual
lifting) Lying At Gujarat Pipavav Port Ltd.,
APM Terminals — Pipavav Rajula, Dist.:
Amreli, Gujarat Contact Person For
Inspection: Mr. Vishnuvardhan Rao - 97237
09819 Last Date For Inspection & EMD
Deposit — 24.08.2021 & Date Of E-auction-
25.08.2021 (3 PM), Auctioneer: Meenakshi
- 9625137014 / M F Islam — 09911003339
(Insurance Claim Material Will Be Sold On As
Is Where Is’, ‘Whatever There Is’ And ‘No
Complaint’ Basis).

For more details:
www.SalvageManagers.com

support@salvagemanagers.com

SITUATION VACANT

®°

VISIONIAS

INSPIRING INNOVATION
Www.visionias.in

India’s leading organization
based in Delhi invites
passionate individuals for
the role of

CONTENT
DEVELOPER

Gﬁrs
n
*English Medium

« Rl wrem
*English-Hindi

Translator

(prior experience)

Skills Desired :

v’ Comfortable in translation
(English to Hindi)

v’ Work Experience (at least
1 year)

v Have written Civil Services
(Main) examination

Send your updated resume to

recruitment@visionias.in

PUBLIC NOTICE

MY CLIENT Hari Naryan Sharma S/O
Dayudayal R/O S-676 Gali NO-6,
School ~ Block, Shakarpur, Delhi
110092 has disowned his son
Pardeep Kumar Sharma from his all
moveable and immoveable properties
my client is not responsible for
his action. Adv. Dinesh Kumar Shar-
ma, S-439 3rd FIr School B,
Shakarpur ~ Delhi 110092, M:
7439388809

| PUBLICNOTICE |
We, Geeta Devi Sharma Wio Satyanarayan
Sharma and Satyanarayan Sharma S/o Rewar
Mal Sharma both R/o H.no.170, Arjun Nagar,
Safdarjung Enclave, Delhi-110029, have
disowned/debarred their son Gaurav Sharma,
his wife Asha Sharma and their son Yash
Sharma from all their movable-mmovable
properties and ceased all relations with them.
If anybody dealing with them, shall do so at his
Iherltheir own risk, cost and responsibility. We
will not responsible in any manner whatsoever.
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. WEATHER WATCH

HC ‘shocked’

Kerala announces %2 cr.
cash award for Sreejesh

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala government has
announced a cash award of
%2 crore for Indian hockey
goalkeeper P.R. Sreejesh,
who was part of the bronze
medal-winning team in the
2020 Tokyo Olympics. This is
the highest award given by
the State government for a
sportsperson.

Y.V. Subba Reddy sworn
in as TTD Chairman
TIRUMALA

Y.V. Subba Reddy was sworn
in as Chairman of the
Tirumala Tirupati

Kerala HC rejects State’s stand,

AL UNCOVETING e o g 5-",. _
. ; :
stays panel probe against ED B ke

‘Parallel investigations will derail diplomatic channel gold smuggling case’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The Kerala High Court has
stayed the functioning of the
V.K. Mohan Commission ap-
pointed by the State govern-
ment to probe whether any
conspiracy was hatched or
deliberate attempts were
made to implicate Chief Mi-
nister Pinarayi Vijayan and
other senior functionaries in
the diplomatic channel gold
smuggling case.

The interim order was
passed by Justice P.B. Su-
reshkumar on Wednesday
on a writ petition filed by P.

HIGHCOURY
i e e e

Parallel investigations will
ultimately benefit the
accused, the HC said.

der the Prevention of Money

object of the legislation un-
der which the accused were
booked.

The court noted that the
inquiry was ordered into the
question whether the con-
tents of a voice clip and a let-
ter stated to have been is-
sued by the accused persons
in the gold smuggling case,
investigated by the various
Central agencies including
the ED, would reveal any
conspiracy to falsely impli-
cate the leaders of the politi-
cal front of the State.

ED’s argument

tigation into the money
laundering committed by
highly influential persons in
the State.

Rejecting the arguments
of the State government,
which challenged the locus
standi of the Deputy Direc-
tor of the ED to file a writ pe-
tition, the court held that he
was a statutory authority un-
der the PML Act and could
file the petition.

One of the terms of refe-
rence of the commission was
to inquire into the facts and
circumstances leading to a
letter written by Sandeep

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
on Wednesday termed
‘shocking’ the incident of
removal of the cover of a
statue of Lord Siva, in-
stalled on an artificial is-
land constructed on the
Begur lake by the Bruhat
Bangalore Mahanagara Pa-
like (BBMP), by a group of
persons in violation of the
court’s 2019 orders.

The court also directed
the City Police Commis-
sioner to examine the alle-
gations made about viola-
tion of its order as narrated
in a statement filed by the
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‘Tnadequacies in home care, contact tracing are main factors’

NEW DELHI
The Tamil Nadu govern-

sent its side of the case.
Tamil Nadu said, “The

recting the Police Commis-
sioner to keep a vigil of the
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; temperature in Celsius)
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isolation of positive patients,
poor contact tracing efforts
and lack of active surveil-
lance to be the primary rea-
sons for the rise in cases in

illnesses.

It also pointed out that
contact tracing was “abys-
mally low”, with no more
than two contacts per case

the government.

But home isolation did
not seem to be working well
and quarantine norms were
being violated, leading to in-

er the Karnataka govern-
ment’s submissions that re-
quisite environmental
clearances were pending
consideration before the

original application was
with regard to taking up
road laying work without
taking any forest and envi-
ronment clearances under

have put saffron flags by
making communal allega-
tions against Leo Saldanha
of the Environment Sup-
port Group, who had ap-
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month. In districts such as Malap-  homes and formation o concerned. Act, , and Environ- on encroachment of lakes, : citical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause
The team also reported puram and Kozhikode, case clusters. The Tamil Nadu govern- ment Impact Assessment specifically on the illegality : dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

that the ABCD classification
based on test positivity rate
(TPR) had limited impact on
disease transmission.

where the family size is huge
and joint families are the
norm, transmission was
spreading within families

The Central team has re-
commended Dbetter and
close monitoring of patients
in home isolation.

Maratha agitation forced Centre
to introduce amendment: Raut

He says it will be ‘half-baked’ unless Centre lifts 50% quota cap

SHOUMOJIT BANER]JEE
PUNE

While crediting the tenacity
of the Maratha quota agita-
tion in Maharashtra for com-
pelling the Centre to intro-
duce the Constitution (127th
Amendment) Bill 2021,
which seeks to restore the
power of State governments
to identify and specify so-
cially and economically
backward classes, Shiv Sena
MP Sanjay Raut expressed
concern that the amend-
ment would remain ‘half-
baked’ unless the Union go-

vernment lifted the cap on
50% reservation.

Speaking in the Rajya Sab-
ha on Wednesday, Mr. Raut
targeted the Narendra Modi-
led BJP government over the
102nd Amendment in 2018
for vesting all powers in the
National Commission for
Backward Classes for deter-
mining the backwardness of
particular communities in
States.

“If this Bill [127th Amend-
ment] is historic and revolu-
tionary, then the credit must
go to the sustained Maratha

agitation which compelled
the Centre to introduce it in
the first place. Lakhs of Ma-
ratha community youth took
to the streets for their rights,
but in a disciplined fashion
without causing any law and
order problem ... no one was
harmed during these agita-
tions nor was property dam-
aged,” said Mr. Raut.
However, he said he did
not think that the path to
Maratha reservation would
be cleared even after the
Constitution (127th Amend-
ment) Bill was passed.

ment submitted in the Su-
preme Court that the case
had been closed by the NGT
without giving it (Tamil Na-

Notification, 2006, and the
impact on the nearby re-
serve forests and wildlife
sanctuaries.”

of construction of artificial

islands in the Begur lake.
The Bench adjourned

the hearing to August 18.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,
: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced :
: lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature :

: death in people with heart or lung disease

DELHI POLLUTION CONTROL COMMITTEE

(DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT)

4™ FLOOR, ISBT BUILDING, KASHMERE GATE, DELHI-110006

Battery (Management & Handling) Rules, 2001
came into force w.e.f 16th May, 2001. These rules
mandate various responsibilities on

Visit us at: http://dpcc.delhigovt.nic.in
PUBLIC NOTICE - BATTERY WASTE MANAGEMENT

manufacturers, importers, assemblers, re-

conditioners, dealers, recyclers, consumers, bulk
consumers and auctioneers. Major responsibilities
of each of these stakeholders are listed as under.

Manufacturers/Importers

1 Shall ensure that the new batteries be sold only
to the registered dealers and the used batteries
are collected back as per the schedule against
new batteries sold excluding those sold to original
equipment manufacturer and bulk consumer(s).

M Shall file a half-yearly return of their sales
and buy-back to the Delhi Pollution Control

Committee (DPCC) in Form- | latest by 30th June
(for Oct-Mar) and 31st December (for Apr-Sept)

1 1 of every year.
The H anu I n SCh OOl tO COHdUCt fTeen detal{led 1 Set up collection centres either individually or
- | i jointly at various places for collection of used
eco Ganpatl maklng WOI‘kShOD S or mOther S batteries from consumers or dealers and shall
ensure that the collected batteries are sent only to

STAFF REPORTER e murder the registered recyclers.

MOMBAI - [/ Shall ensure that necessary arrangements are
The Hindu In School, in col- THE L 3 HINDU RAINA ASSAINAR made with dealers for safe transportation from

laboration with a Mumbai-
based NGO, Parisar Asha, is
conducting mega eco-Ganpa-
ti making online workshops
to sensitise families to the en-
vironmental contamination
caused by the immersion of
POP Ganesha idols.

The workshops aim to
teach the participants and
their family members the
technique of making Ganpati
idols using fire clay (shadu) or
other easily available eco-
friendly material and con-
serve the environment.

The efforts are directed to-
wards creating a ripple effect
where the trained partici-
pants can further pass the
knowledge to their communi-
ty members.

The workshops will be
held on August 14, 15, 21 and
22, and September 4 and 5.
Two batches will be conduct-
ed on each day at 11 a.m. and
4 p.m..

Children can choose the
dates and batch to attend the
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The Eco-iriendly Ganesha Making
Weekend Online Workshops
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sessions by paying a nominal
fee of T299. To register, call at
9820955057/8828233442/
9821083540 or email at
info@parisarasha.com/
ajit.balan@thehindu.co.in.
This initiative is being

presented by Union Bank of

India, and Hindustan Petro-
leum Corporation of India is
the energy partner.

The best work will be se-
lected at the end of each
session and all the winners
will be awarded after the

event.
»

NAVI MUMBAT

The Rabale police in Navi
Mumbai on Wednesday de-
tained a teenager for alleg-
edly killing her 41-year-old
mother and then trying to
pass it off as a suicide. She
was sent to a juvenile home
in Bhiwandi.

Suresh Mengade, Deputy
Commissioner of Police,
Zone I, said, “After clearing
Class X exam, the teenager’s
parents wanted her to be-
come a doctor and enrolled
her for classes for NEET ex-
am. The mother and the
daughter used to fight over
her studies for NEET class-
es.” On July 30, during one
such fight, the mother
threatened her with a knife.
But the girl pushed her
mother who banged her
head against the corner of a
cot. The mother tried to
grab a karate belt lying near-
by but the teenager
snatched it and strangled
her to death.

collection centres to the premises of registered
recyclers and shall ensure that no damage to the
environment occurs during the transportation.

M Create public awareness through
advertisement, publications, posters or by other
means with regards to (a) hazard of lead (b)
responsibility of consumers to return their
used batteries only to the dealer or deliver at
designated collection centre and (c) address
of the dealer and designated collection

centres.

M Buy recycled lead only from registered

recyclers.

M Bring to the notice of the DPCC or the Ministry

and buy-back of old batteries to the DPCC and
manufacturer in Form-V latest by 31st May (for
Oct-Mar) and 30th November (for Apr-Sept) of
every year.

of Environment, Forests and Climate Change,

Government of India for any violation by the

dealers.

M Importers shall apply for registration as per
Form Il and Form Il on the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) online portal for a period of
five years (link: http://cpchbrms.nic.in/).

Assemblers/Re-conditioners

1 Shall ensure that the used batteries collected
back are of similar type and specifications as that
of the new batteries sold and shall ensure that
used batteries collected are sent only to

registered recyclers.

M Create public awareness through
advertisement, publications, posters or by other
means with regard to hazards of lead.

Dealers
1 Apply for registration by submitting online
application in Form- IV available on DPCC
website by creating user ID and password for the
period of five years.
M Shall ensure that the used batteries are
collected back as per the schedule against new
batteries sold.
M Shall ensure safe transportation of collected
batteries to the designated collection centres or to
registered recyclers.
M Shall file a half-yearly return of their sales

Recyclers
1 Shall apply for registration to the Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate Change or an
agency designated by it (if not applied already), by
submitting information in Form VI.
M Shall submit half-yearly returns as per Form-
Vil to the DPCC latest by 30th June (for Oct-Mar)
and 31st December (for Apr-Sept) of every year.
1 Shall make available all records relating to
receipt of used batteries, sources, quantities and
metal yield to be submitted to the DPCC.
M Create public awareness through
advertisement, publications, posters or by other

means with regards to (a) hazard of lead, and

(b) obligation of consumers to return used

batteries only to the registered dealers or
deliver at the designated collection centres.

Consumers/Bulk Consumers
Shall ensure that used batteries are not
disposed off in any manner other than by

depositing with the dealer/ manufacturer/

registered recycler/ importer/ re-conditioner or at
the designated collection centres.

Bulk consumers shall file half-yearly return

latest by 30th June (for Oct-Mar) and 31st
December (for Apr-Sept) in Form- 1 to DPCC.

1 Bulk consumers to their user units may auction

Auctioneers
Shall ensure that used batteries are auctioned
to the registered recyclers only.

used batteries to registered recyclers only.

1 Shall maintain records relating to receipt of
used batteries, sources, quantities and metal yield
and submit to DPCC.

Shall file half-yearly returns of their auctions
latest by 30th June and 31st December to DPCC
in Form-IX.

Note:- As per Batteries (Management and
Handling) Amendment Rules, 2010, every
dealer of Lead Acid Battery shall obtain
registration from DPCC, within 30 days of this
Notice and in case of failure legal action

including prosecution shall be initiated.

Member Secretary

M ND-NDE



Safe at school

Students should be able to return to campus
without fear if protocols are strict

Imost every child got left behind for more than a
A}/ear in India, as COVID-19 shuttered schools and
orced pupils to study online at home, if they
could. This long period of learning loss is a major set-
back in itself, affecting the physical and mental health
of many students and depriving them of a year of vital
skill development. It is understandable, therefore, that
at least 14 States and Union Territories have tempered
caution with calculated risk and opted to reopen cam-
puses, mostly for secondary and higher secondary stu-
dents. These governments are not alone in looking for
the golden mean to manage the pandemic. In several
countries, leaders are exploring ways to reduce the risk
of coronavirus infection among pupils who are not yet
eligible for vaccination, while getting them back on
campus. At the end of the second wave, in July, Haryana
and Nagaland went back to in-person teaching for high-
er classes, while Punjab, Uttarakhand, Himachal Pra-
desh, Puducherry and Lakshadweep are doing so this
month. Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh and Odisha are to follow. As schools reopen,
there are positive indicators available from countries
experimenting with back-to-school decisions, and red
flags, in the wake of the Delta variant’s wildfire spread.
One study of a million students and staff members
who returned to school this year in the United States,
where children must be 12 years old to get a vaccine,
showed that in spite of the resultant exposure to 7,000
COVID-19-positive children and adults, only 363 other
children and adults acquired the infection. This is attri-
buted to a universal mask mandate. In India, with a
school student population of over 250 million, resump-
tion of in-person schooling is advocated by some public
health professionals based on the understanding that
younger children are less at risk, as they do not have
well-developed ACE-2 receptors in the lungs that enable
the virus to enter. This must, of course, be considered
along with the impact of the Delta variant on children
who do get infected, sometimes severely, even though
their numbers may be small. In Ludhiana, 20 students
in two schools tested positive eight days after reopening
on August 2, underscoring the need for strict protocols,
testing and quarantining. Maharashtra has followed the
textbook in setting up committees headed by Collectors
and civic officials to decide on reopening, with optional
student attendance. Such a decentralised effort is wel-
come, as it enables closures only in areas with high in-
cidence. It is important to note that after 18 months of
the pandemic, there is consensus on ventilation and
distancing norms as low-cost interventions with effica-
cy next only to vaccination. In the Indian context, this
should favour outdoor classes under natural or built
shade, wherever possible. It is disappointing that teach-
ers and staff have not been universally vaccinated yet, a
lacuna that must be urgently filled.

Buildiﬁ&onsent

A consensus on the Postgraduate Medical
Education Regulations 2021 is a must

he Indian Medical Association (IMA), the largest
Torganisation of doctors in India, has demanded
that the National Medical Commission (NMC)
withdraw the draft Postgraduate Medical Education
Regulations 2021. In its current form, it notes that there
shall be common counselling for admission in all med-
ical educational institutions to all Post-graduate ‘Broad-
Specialty’ courses (Diploma/MD/MS) on the basis of the
merit list of the National Exit Test. Currently, admis-
sions to such programmes are based on the post-grad-
uate NEET. Half the seats to the various courses are
based on the all-India quota and the rest are admitted
by the State governments, which comply with reserva-
tion norms. The IMA contends that the draft regulations
leave States with no power or discretion to manage ad-
missions to State medical colleges, which rely on State
funds. If States did not have the freedom to decide on
student intake, they would find it hard to provide qual-
ity medical services to the local population. The pro-
posed regulations follow from the provisions of the Na-
tional Medical Commission Act, 2019, that itself
replaced the Medical Council Act of India and was a
subject of extreme friction between medical profes-
sionals and the Centre. In both instances, the heart of
the objection is States’ discomfort with ceding powers
to the Centre. The familiar argument of the States is
that health care is a State subject. Through the decades,
while the Centre plays the critical role of funding and
conceiving targeted programmes to ameliorate disease
and improve overall health-care standards, the matter
of implementation has always been left to the States.
The Centre has an important role in setting stan-
dards and amplifying best practices so that minimum —
but ever improving — standards of health care are deli-
vered across all States. Much like cadres of the IAS are
deputed to States based on centralised examinations,
there is, in principle, no reason for such a system not to
be effective, but the Centre needs to be extremely res-
ponsive to States’ views on the same. The very real pro-
blem, laid bare during the pandemic, is the shortage
and extremely uneven availability of quality health
care. Through the years, attempts are being made to
improve this by trying to bridge alternative systems of
medicines with modern medicine, but these have al-
ways been marred by political and religious overtones,
and a convergence seems unlikely in the near future.
The import of the proposals should not be made hos-
tage to a Centre-States power struggle. Efforts must be
made to build more consensus involving stakeholders,
such as the IMA, State medical councils and representa-
tives of health-care groups.

A healthy ‘White Paper’ beginning

Tamil Nadu's analysis of its financial situation is erudite and honest and could help steer the State back on track

e
el

PRAVEEN CHAKRAVARTY

he Finance Minister of Tamil
TNadu, Palanivel Thiaga Ra-

jan, on Monday, unveiled a
112-page ‘White Paper’ (https://
bit.ly/2Uen50Y) on the fiscal situa-
tion of the State. It is perhaps a
first in recent times that a State go-
vernment in India has published
an erudite and honest analysis of
its economic and financial situa-
tion, which is laudable.

The lowdown

But for citizens of the State, it was
not good news. The report essen-
tially said that the State is deep in
debt, with falling revenues, rising
expenditure and declining invest-
ment. The average family in the
State pays roughly 1 lakh in all tax-
es every year to the State and the
Union government and receives
1.6 lakh worth of subsidies and
services (health care, transport,
education, water, power, etc.) ev-
ery year. The gap between reve-
nues and expenditure is funded
through loans and the State car-
ries a consolidated debt of 32.6
lakh per family.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin has an onerous responsibili-
ty to pull the State out of this dire
financial situation that has been
made even worse by the COVID-19
pandemic. As the White Paper sur-
mises, the only solution is for the
State government to raise more re-
venues and be more efficient in ex-
penditure. But that is easier said
than done.

Any State government raises re-
venues through tax and non-tax
sources, with typically more than
three-quarters coming from direct
and indirect taxes. But after the in-
troduction of the Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST), elected State go-
vernments in India do not have the
powers to raise income or sales tax
revenues on their own and are be-
holden to the Union government.
These constitute the bulk of tax
revenues.

Under State control

Taxes on property, fuel and alco-
hol are the only remaining do-
mains that are under the direct
control of the State government.
But the Narendra Modi govern-
ment has already burdened the av-
erage Tamilian with ¥32-333 of
cess on petrol and diesel, which it
collects for itself and does not
share with the State government.
It is thus virtually impossible for
any State government to levy any
more fuel taxes on people. So,
realistically, the only immediate
option available for Mr. Stalin to
raise additional revenues is
through property taxes, which is
what the White Paper justifiably al-
ludes to.

Property taxes are progressive
and fair since they do not impact
the poor as much as the rich. The
White Paper argues that there is
gross under-collection of property
taxes by the urban local bodies
due to non-revision of property
tax rates, improper assessments
and under-valuation. The 2016-17
Economic Survey of India auth-
ored by the then Chief Economic
Advisor to the Modi government
and a current member of Stalin’s
economic advisory council, Ar-
vind Subramanian, had a detailed
chapter on property taxes that
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used innovative techniques of sa-
tellite imaging of built-up areas of
buildings in a city and estimated
that in urban cities such as Chen-
nai, there is a potential to collect
four to seven times more in pro-
perty taxes than is being collected
today. The White Paper acknow-
ledges such ‘a large untapped po-
tential of property tax collection’
so vociferously, that it repeats this
phrase multiple times.

Focus on local bodies

More encouragingly, the White
Paper also highlights the impor-
tance of the devolution of powers
to local bodies. The ‘Kerala model’
of efficient social welfare and dis-
aster handling is much touted by
policy economists. Much of it is
owed to the robust local body go-
vernance infrastructure of Kerala.
As the White Paper illustrates, it is
no coincidence that Kerala has the
highest allocation of expenditure
for local body councils among all
the States of India. Tamil Nadu
ranks second and enabling local
governments to garner additional
resources through more property
taxes will further strengthen local
body administration in Tamil Na-
du. Beyond improving property
tax collections, there is not much
else that the Tamil Nadu govern-

ment can do to raise revenues on
its own in a GST regime, save for
some disinvestments over the lon-
ger run.

COVID-19 has dented economic
growth severely in Tamil Nadu and
the rest of the country. Such crises
typically call for an expansion of
government spending to propel an
economic recovery through what
economists call a ‘Keynesian mul-
tiplier’ effect. Surprisingly, growth
in Tamil Nadu’s revenue expendi-
ture has been declining over the
last five years while capital expen-
diture has been reasonably steady.

Issue of subsidies, GST spoke
The White paper raises concern
over the large amount of subsidies
incurred in power, water and tran-
sportation. While there may be
some room for efficiency gains in
subsidy expenditure through bet-
ter targeting, it may perhaps be a
bit risky to cut subsidies or expen-
diture drastically during a pan-
demic-induced economic crisis.
COVID-19 has not only ravaged
most economies across the world
but also sharply exacerbated in-
equalities between the rich and
the poor, within countries and
across. Poor people have suffered
far more than the well-to-do and it
is the poor that benefit the most
from subsidies.

If any, most economists argue
for greater capital expenditure by
the government to tide over the
current precarious economic sit-
uation. Higher public investment
in infrastructure has been the
time-tested economic cure for
such crises. Expenditure manage-
ment will call for a deft balancing
act by Mr. Palanivel Thiaga Rajan
to improve expenditure efficiency
without sacrificing the positive
‘multiplier’ impact of government
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expenditure.

The real bugbear in India’s fis-
cal federalism has been GST. It is
now safe to conclude that GST has
been a political, economic and ad-
ministrative disaster, with none of
the touted economic benefits com-
ing to fruition and fracturing Un-
ion-State relations in the process.
The White Paper is absolutely cor-
rect in questioning the future of
GST and raising genuine concerns
over its viability. The only case for
GST to continue now seems to be
similar to the Churchillian case for
democracy — ‘it is the worst except
for all other forms’. Ironically, it
was Mr. Stalin’s father, M. Karuna-
nidhi, as the Chief Minister of Ta-
mil Nadu in 2009 who objected to
the introduction of GST and
warned of a ‘daring leap of faith
about its potential’ in a letter to
then Prime Minister, Dr. Manmo-
han Singh.

Since the time of Chief Minister
Kamaraj in the 1960s, Tamil Nadu
has been the torchbearer of inclu-
sive economic development in the
country, with its unique model of
generous State welfare, copious
private investment and efficient
public services. The White Paper
clearly articulates how the last few
years have been an aberration,
causing Tamil Nadu to veer off that
track. Chief Minister Stalin and his
government have an enormous
and an arduous responsibility to
steer the State back on track. They
are off to a sincere start, and hope-
fully, Mr. Palanivel Thiaga Rajan
will be able to release a ‘Pink Pap-
er’ in 2025 to showcase Tamil Na-
du in the ‘pink of economic
health’.

Praveen Chakravarty is a political
economist and Chairman of Data
Analytics of the Congress party

The importance of the booster dose to plan ahead

The execution of such a vaccination campaign is what will help get India out of COVID-19's stranglehold

Xl

T. JACOB JOHN & M.S. SESHADRI

he COVID-19 vaccination is
Trelatively new to the world,

but the history of vaccina-
tion goes back a few centuries. The
Expanded Programme on Immu-
nisation was launched by the
World Health Organization in 1974
and since then all countries of the
world have gained considerable
experience in rolling out several
vaccines for children and preg-
nant women.

The immune response
Broadly speaking, vaccines may be
classified as replicating live infec-
tious vaccines, and, non-replicat-
ing non-infectious vaccines. Cur-
rently used live virus vaccines
inoculated by injection include
measles, rubella, mumps and
chickenpox vaccines. The inocu-
lum dose contains a few thou-
sands of live but attenuated virus-
es — they replicate in body tissues
without producing overt disease.
The final effective dose that stimu-
lates the immune system may be
billions or trillions of viruses and
the stimulus sustained for days to
weeks as the injected viruses con-
tinue to multiply within the hu-
man body. Therefore, immune res-
ponses to replicating live virus
vaccines — both antibody and T-
cell immunity — are robust and
long-lasting.

The non-replicating injected
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vaccines include nearly all others
— the most common being diph-
theria, pertussis (whooping
cough), tetanus, hepatitis B, Hae-
mophilus influenzae b, pneumo-
coccal, human papilloma virus, in-
activated poliovirus, inactivated
hepatitis A vaccines. For them, the
dose confronted by the immune
system is what is injected. What is
injected is a tiny amount of anti-
gen, measured in micrograms,
plus stabilisers and preservatives
in some, and adjuvants in a few, all
chemicals and salts in minute
quantities.

Why go in for a booster dose
In order to get robust and long-
lasting immunity with non-repli-
cating vaccines, we need to give
multiple doses — the initial one,
two or three doses given in quick
succession, at intervals of one or
two months, are “priming doses”
— meant to prime the immune sys-
tem to the antigens in the vaccine.
The immune system responds
well, but with relatively low levels
of antibody and subdued T-cell im-
munity. Over time, in a few
months to one year, the antibody
levels wane in almost all vaccinat-
ed individuals. To reach and main-
tain high and protective levels of
antibody, we need one or more in-
jected “booster dose(s)”.

Every non-replicating vaccine
requires priming and boosting. In-
fluenza vaccine boosters are re-
commended annually; tetanus
vaccine once in five to 10 years.
For others such as human papillo-
ma and hepatitis A and B vaccines,
one booster dose may suffice for
decades of protection.

All current COVID-19 vaccines
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fall in the non-replicating category
and for robust and long-lasting im-
munity, they require, quite predic-
tably, priming doses to induce ear-
ly immunity, and booster dose(s)
to sustain, long-term, high antibo-
dy titres, overcoming waning im-
munity.

The current schedules

The current COVID-19 vaccination
schedules are only priming doses
— the immunity induced by one
dose (Johnson & Johnson vaccine),
Pfizer vaccine (two doses three
weeks apart), all others (two doses
at four weeks or more inter-dose
interval) are expected to wane, as
experience with all previous non-
replicating vaccines have taught
us. The usual interval between
priming and boosting is six
months to one year, because pro-
tective levels of antibodies will be
present for at least that duration,
when the priming doses include
two or three injections.

Limited experience with antibo-
dy titres after natural infection or
after vaccination against COVID-19
informs us that the antibody titres
decline such that a proportion
does not have even detectable vi-
rus neutralising antibody levels af-
ter six months. There is further

evidence that those who are elder-
ly, men particularly, and those
with organ transplants, cancer
treatment or co-morbidity, have
weaker primary antibody respons-
es than their younger/normal
counterparts. This implies that
they may remain vulnerable to
severe disease and death; they are
in urgent need for booster dose(s)
to ensure and sustain protective
immunity.

The initial expectation that the
COVID-19 pandemic would be a
short-lived one is proven wrong. It
is now 20 months from the first
case and numerous variants have
emerged, and chains of transmis-
sion continue even in countries
which have achieved wide vacci-
nation coverage such as Israel and
the United Kingdom. It seems in-
evitable the pandemic will evolve
into a permanent ‘pan-endemic’
state and vaccination is here to
stay for years to come, until we
manage to eradicate the virus alto-
gether using vaccines.

It is apparently this realisation,
that immunity wanes and the pan-
demic is evolving into endemic
long-term  prevalence, that
prompted Pfizer Company to seek
approval for a booster dose in the
United States, and Israel’s Ministry
of Health to start booster doses to
all above 60 years of age.

The strategy ahead

In India, we have an ethical dilem-
ma — as long as there is inadequate
vaccine supply, everyone deserves
priming doses before even the
highly vulnerable early vaccine re-
cipients are offered booster doses.
The solution is to accelerate vac-
cine procurement without count-

ing the cost.

For every country planning vac-
cine roll-out, the science of vacci-
nology demands that all those get-
ting priming doses should receive
at least one booster dose — at a
well-chosen interval. The science
of immunology teaches us that a
booster dose delivered at an inter-
val of at least four, preferably six to
12, months after the last priming
dose, will stimulate the produc-
tion of ‘long-lived’ antibody secret-
ing cells, as well as ‘long lived (vir-
tually life-long) memory cells’.
Those who get a third dose one
month after the second dose
should count it as three-dose prim-
ing instead of a true booster which
requires four months to one year
of wait.

India will do well to plan a vacci-
nation strategy for completing two
priming doses in all adults and
children, third dose to the special
category described above, and
one booster dose to everyone one
year later. Meticulous planning
and the execution of such a vacci-
nation campaign is what will get
the country out of the strangle-
hold of this virus and its variants
that have emerged and any that
might emerge with higher trans-
mission efficiency than even the
Delta.

Dr. T. Jacob John is a retired professor of
Clinical Virology, Christian Medical
College, Vellore, Tamil Nadu, and a
former President of the Indian Academy of
Pediatrics. Dr. M.S. Seshadri is a retired
professor of Medicine and Clinical
Endocrinology, Christian Medical College,
Vellore, and currently Medical Director,
Thirumalai Mission Hospital, Ranipet,
Tamil Nadu
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The clock is ticking

In a democracy where
money and muscle power
are the sine qua non for
winning elections, it
remains to be seen what
political parties will now do
in the backdrop of the
Supreme Court of India’s
directive and warning (Page
1, “Parties get 48 hours to
publish candidates’
criminal records”, August
11). Suppose the criminal
record of a contesting
candidate is made public.
Will voters be stumped and
have little choice? What if
all the fielded candidates
are in the same league? For
any political party to scout
around for a candidate with
an unblemished record is
like searching for a needle
in a haystack.

DEEPAK SINGHAL,
Noida, Uttar Pradesh

= One cannot help
wondering whether merely
providing information on
criminality or corruption will
still play any significant role
in the electoral process in
India. It is apparent, going by
the antecedents of a majority
of lawmakers, that it is
almost a non issue, where
caste, communal or
emotional issues play the
deciding factor in the
ultimate success of
candidates in most of the
cases.

Under such circumstances,
such data would remain a
cosmetic exercise.
Candidates are seldom
scared of these negative
factors, as courts across
India take decades to nail
defaulters. Unless the
judiciary fast-tracks criminal
or corruption cases and
brings them to a logical

conclusion, candidates and
parties would continue to
take shelter under the
pretext that ‘no one is guilty
unless proved so’. Moreover,
our rural population, which
outnumbers urban elites in
casting votes, is not that
techno-savvy to research the
credentials of candidates.

V. SUBRAMANIAN,
Chennai

® The Supreme Court’s
exasperation over the failure
of political parties to weed
out criminals from electoral
politics is only natural.
Winnability seems to be the
clinching factor in the
selection of contestants. It is
time that parties stopped
delivering sermons from the
rooftops about democracy
and morality in politics. The
onus is on the key political
parties not to touch

criminals trying to enter
politics, and to lead by
example. Now that the Court
has set the stopwatch, can
we hope that political parties
will not try to find ways and
means to circumvent this
direction? When will it be
possible for India to prevent
‘lawbreakers’ from becoming
lawmakers? The electorate
needs to play a proactive role
in this matter.

C.G. KURIAKOSE,
Malippara, Kothamangalam, Kerala

States and ranking

No State, whether it is Uttar
Pradesh or Kerala, can score
a perfect 10 on the
governance scorecard
(Editorial page, “The
construct behind the
‘Shining U.P. card”, August
11). There is no such thing as
a ‘number one State’ in the
absolute sense. Varied

metrics underpin the
composite record of
governance. For historical,
cultural, and socio-political
reasons, States perform
differently under the
metrics.

Kerala scored high on human
development but its
economy is not self-sufficient
to provide jobs to its people,
forcing job-seekers to
migrate to other States and
countries.

Uttar Pradesh has a long way
to go in ensuring social
development. At the same
time, the Yogi Adityanath
government has succeeded
in curbing the State’s chronic
lawlessness. Preserving
communal peace and
initiating job-oriented and
massive infrastructural
development are other
achievements. Discrediting
the election-oriented

»
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‘Shining U.P” campaign is no
reason why we should ignore
the positives.

V.N. MUKUNDARAJAN,
Thiruvananthapuram

= Most of the claims about
Uttar Pradesh fall under one
of the following categories:
myth, fiction, fabrication and
propaganda. Readers can
make their choice. The fact is
that in the State there has
been a suppression of
COVID-19 death numbers,
journalists have been
harassed for doing their job,
and that women are unsafe is
not something to be proud
of. Finally, the visuals of
many bodies floating down
the Ganga are an indelible
mark.

MATTHEW ADUKANIL,
Tirupattur, Tamil Nadu
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Odisha’s part in India’s hockey success

CM Naveen Patnaik’s interest and investment have paid great dividends for the State and the country

RAJIV SETH

As the curtains came down on the
Tokyo Olympics, the world of sports
had many reasons to smile. Notwith-
standing the challenges posed by CO-
VID-19, the worst pandemic in a cen-
tury, the planet’s biggest sporting
event concluded rather successfully.
Credit is due as much to Japan as it is
to the global sporting community for
its resilience.

India, too, had reasons to cheer. It
won seven medals, including one
gold in field and track, which is a first
for the country. This was the highest
medal haul for India. The medal tally
of seven, critics would say, dwarfs in
comparison to what many countries
with much smaller populations and
economic resources have won. Ne-
vertheless, coming as it did five years
after a lacklustre performance at the
Rio Olympics, the show in Tokyo
surely brings some hope for India.

A sport where India saw great zeal
and success was hockey. An Olympic
medal in hockey had eluded India for
41 years. The last time India won a
medal was in 1980 (gold in men’s
hockey). The wait has been rather
painful given that India won as many
as eight gold medals in hockey
through the first eight decades of its
participation in the Olympics.

Breaking the jinx
So, how did India finally break the
jinx? The men’s team won a bronze
medal and the women’s team put up
a spirited show, missing a medal by a
whisker. Was it good luck at play? Or
was it something else? That’s where
Odisha comes into the picture.
Indian hockey’s slide at the Olym-
pics coincided with a switch to a new
format, from dirt to AstroTurf. In-
dian players found playing on Astro-
Turf challenging because there we-
ren’t many such turfs available for
practice at home. Sports authorities
didn’t do enough to solve this pro-
blem. It was only in 2017 that a se-
rious attempt was made when the
Naveen Patnaik government became
the principal sponsor of the Indian
national hockey teams. The teams
were earlier sponsored by Sahara In-

Indian hockey players (L-R) Deep Grace Ekka, Birendra Lakra, Namita Toppo
and Amit Rohidas pose with Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik at the
Kalinga Hockey stadium in Bhubaneswar after their return from Tokyo. =
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

dia and the deal ended prematurely.
This was the first time a State govern-
ment was sponsoring a national
team. The move gave not only a new
lease of life to hockey but a patron
too, who could give it what it
deserved.

Mr. Patnaik, an avid lover of the
sport, had already got his govern-
ment to undertake a massive renova-
tion of the Kalinga Stadium in Bhuba-
neswar, to host the 2018 Men’s
Hockey World Cup. In fact, Odisha
had been preparing the ground since
2013, when it began promoting the
Hockey India League and founded a
team called the Kalinga Lancers. It
has hosted a number of national and
international tournaments. Having
decided to bankroll the Indian hock-
ey team, Mr. Patnaik’s next task was
to ensure that the Hockey World Cup
was held on a scale grand enough to
capture the nation’s imagination.

It was just a matter of time before
Bhubaneswar became a sporting
hub. The city today boasts of 10 High
Performance Centres for sports rang-
ing from hockey and football to ath-
letics, shooting, weightlifting, bad-
minton, etc. Each High Performance
Centre is equipped with world-class

Highest honour for a hockey icon

The Bharat Ratna should be given to Major Dhyan
Chand who was a great sportsperson and patriot

M.P. NATHANAEL

Prime Minister Narendra Modi an-
nounced on August 6 that the Rajiv
Gandhi Khel Ratna Award will be re-
named as the Major Dhyan Chand
Khel Ratna Award as a tribute to the
legendary hockey player. The Indian
men’s hockey team clinched the
bronze medal at the Tokyo Olympics
and the Indian women’s hockey team
finished fourth after a spirited fight.
This was apparently the reason for
the renaming exercise.

The Prime Minister tweeted, “I
have been getting many requests
from citizens across India to name
the Khel Ratna Award after Major
Dhyan Chand. I thank them for their
views. Respecting their sentiment,
the Khel Ratna Award will hereby be
called the Major Dhyan Chand Khel
Ratna Award! Jai Hind!” He chose not
to tweet the full name of the Khel Rat-
na Award, which led to some criti-
cism.

Two awards, one name

Given that there already exists an
award known as the Major Dhyan
Chand Award for Lifetime Achieve-
ment in Sports and Games, the re-
naming is quite absurd. Now we have
two prestigious awards named after
the same sportsperson being given
on the same day, August 29, which is
Dhyan Chand’s birthday and also the
National Sports Day. If the objective
behind the renaming, as some be-
lieve, was to spite the Congress party
or the Gandhi family, mere removal
of Rajiv Gandhi’s name would have
sufficed, and the award could have
been known as Khel Ratna. Now that
this decision has been taken, the go-
vernment should consider renaming
the Major Dhyan Chand Award for Li-
fetime Achievement in Sports and
Games after the ‘Flying Sikh’, Milkha
Singh, who passed away this year due
to COVID-19-related complications.

It was Singh’s dream that an Indian
athlete get a gold medal at the Olym-
pics and the national anthem be
played in the stadium. Singh missed
the bronze by one-tenth of a second
during the 1960 Olympics in Rome in
the 400 metres final. Sadly, he did
not survive to see Neeraj Chopra bag
the Olympics gold with a mighty hurl
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of the javelin to the 87.58 metre-mark
in Tokyo. In a befitting tribute, Cho-
pra dedicated the medal to Singh.

Until 2011, when cricketer Sachin
Tendulkar was conferred the Bharat
Ratna, sportspersons were never
considered for the highest civilian
award. Soon after Tendulkar’s name
was announced, many people ap-
pealed to the government to award
the Bharat Ratna posthumously to
Major Dhyan Chand. In fact, Singh,
though happy that Tendulkar re-
ceived the award, believed that the
honour should have first gone to Ma-
jor Dhyan Chand. Major Dhyan
Chand was not only revered in our
country but was also acknowledged
as an international icon.

With our Prime Minister choosing
to respect the sentiments of our
countrymen, it would be a great tri-
bute to the hockey wizard if he
awards the Bharat Ratna to Major
Dhyan Chand on Independence Day
this year. Thanking the Prime Minis-
ter for renaming the Khel Ratna
Award after his grandfather, Major
Dhyan Chand’s grandson Vishal
Singh said that the hockey great de-
served the Bharat Ratna. He added
that Major Dhyan Chand’s patriotism
and love for India could be gauged
from the fact that he turned down
the job he was offered in the German
Army as well as German citizenship,
to continue to play for India.

Encouraging sports

With an individual athletics gold ad-
ded to our kitty of Olympic medals,
there is now enormous interest
amongst youngsters in various
sports. We need to build up the tem-
po by encouraging them to take to
sports seriously. While the Sports Mi-
nistry is playing its part, the Educa-
tion Ministry too has to jump on to
the bandwagon by including legen-
dary sports figures such as Major
Dhyan Chand, Sachin Tendulkar,
Milkha Singh, Gurbachan Singh
Randhawa, P.T. Usha and Hari Chand
in the textbooks. The National Coun-
cil of Educational Research and
Training could play a pivotal role in
this direction.

M.P. Nathanael is Inspector General of Police

(Retd), CRPF

coaches and state-of-the-art training
facilities and is a public-private part-
nership involving the Odisha govern-
ment, a corporate sponsor, and an
academy manager. In the case of
hockey and athletics, the corporate
sponsors - the Tata Group and Re-
liance Industries, respectively - also
double up as managers of the train-
ing academies.

Moment of reckoning

The successful hosting of the Men’s
Hockey World Cup in 2018 not only
brought a moment of reckoning for
sports in Odisha but also marked the
beginning of a new era for Indian
hockey. On August 13, 2019, the Od-
isha Naval Tata Hockey Academy, the
first High Performance Centre of its
kind in the State, was launched as an
initiative by the Odisha government
in partnership with the Tata Group
(Tata Steel and Tata Trusts). The Tata
Group has always supported the de-
velopment of sports in the country.
The Odisha Naval Tata Hockey Aca-
demy has a technical tie-up with le-
gendary Dutch drag flicker Floris Jan
Bovelander. It caters to the best of ta-
lent (both boys and girls) under the
age of 18 years from across the State.

DATA POINT

A small number of trainees is also
drafted in from other parts of the
country.

The High Performance Centre,
which is housed inside the sprawling
Kalinga Stadium, offers excellent in-
frastructure including a gymnasium,
a target performance centre and a
swimming complex — everything
that a modern-day athlete needs.
Most importantly, through its Athlete
Management System, it provides ex-
posure to the different ways in which
technology can be used. Top coach-
es, strength trainers, video analysts,
mental trainers, nutritionists and
educationists all work in tandem to
ensure that the sporting talent get
the best of grooming. The High Per-
formance Centre also runs 12 grass-
root centres across four districts —
Sundargarh, Sambalpur, Deogarh
and Dhenkanal — catering to more
than 2,600 trainees. The first Odisha
Naval Tata Hockey Grassroot League
was held this year. Its aim is to hone
and promote talent at the regional
development centres before the
players walk into the High Perfor-
mance Centre in Bhubaneswar.

The district of Sundargarh re-
mains the epicentre, having pro-
duced the bulk of hockey players
from Odisha including great players
like former Indian hockey captain Di-
lip Tirkey and four members of the
teams that went to Tokyo: Birendra
Lakra, Amit Rohidas, Deep Grace Ek-
ka and Namita Toppo. Plans are afoot
to provide AstroTurfs in each of the
17 blocks of Sundargarh. A new state-
of-the-art hockey stadium with a ca-
pacity to seat 20,000 is getting ready
in Rourkela, Sundargarh’s main city,
to co-host the Men’s Hockey World
Cup 2023 alongside the Kalinga Sta-
dium in Bhubaneswar. None of these
would have been possible without
the steadfast support and encourage-
ment of Mr. Patnaik, who in 2017
took a bet that few were willing to
take - to be a patron to Indian hock-
ey. Five years on, that bet seems to be
paying off handsomely - not just for
Odisha, but for the nation as well.

Odisha’s experience is quite in-
structive for the rest of the country. If
other States follow suit, each adopt-
ing a particular sport or more in the
same manner, India could very soon
be scripting a new story on the global
sporting stage.

Rajiv Seth is Project Director, Odisha Naval
Tata Hockey High Performance Centre

An urban jobs safety net

It is time to formulate a wage employment-based national
urban livelihood scheme similar to MGNREGS

RAJNEESH

During the pandemic, we have again and
again faced the difficult choice of saving lives
versus protecting livelihoods. According to
the World Economic Outlook report of April,
2021 of the International Monetary Fund
(IMF), almost all countries, except China, ex-
perienced economic contraction last year.
The global GDP shrunk by 3.3%. The con-
traction in the U.S., Brazil, Japan, Canada
and Euro Area was in the range of 3.5%-7%.
India’s GDP plummeted by 8%. China, on the
contrary, posted a growth of 2.3%. The re-
port stated that 95 million people have fallen
into the ranks of the extreme poor category.
The unemployment rate in the Euro Area,
the U.S. and Canada shot up to 7.1%, 8.1% and
9.6%, respectively. Spain, Greece, Turkey,
the Philippines, Argentina, Brazil, Colombia,
and Peru among others are grappling with
unemployment rates in double digits. As per
the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy’s
estimates, the unemployment rate in India
peaked to 23.5% in April 2020 before falling
to 6.9% in February 2021.

Rural-urban livelihood divide

In the wake of economic deceleration, the
challenge is to minimise livelihood losses.
Traditionally, governments have addressed
this issue from a sectoral viewpoint. Given
the contemporary realities, the need is to ap-
proach this from a rural-urban perspective
for two reasons. First, when there is an eco-
nomic shock, it is essential to provide people
with formal access to a livelihood safety net.
Second, the livelihood safety net must have
comprehensive coverage. Such a net, provid-
ed by the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS), exists only in rural areas. Urban
India does not have any such cushion.
Though the Indian government operates the
National Urban Livelihoods Mission, which
is focused on self-employment through skill
up-gradation and credit linkages through
banks, the scheme does not have guaranteed
wage employment provisions akin to what
MGNREGS provides. During the lockdown
last year, we saw migrant labour moving in
large numbers from the urban to rural areas,
which is symptomatic of the rural-urban live-
lihood security divide. This divide needs to
be bridged if the livelihood loss is to be mini-
mised. Policy experts have considered mi-
gration in India to be essentially a rural to ur-
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ban phenomenon. This pandemic has
demolished that myth. MGNREGS, designed
to check such migration, provides a liveli-
hood safety net in rural India. Last year’s mi-
gration tragedy and the economic slowdown
have highlighted the need for a similar liveli-
hood safety net in urban India.

Insights from Himachal Pradesh
A few States have experimented with a wage
employment-based  urban  livelihood
scheme. Himachal Pradesh (H.P.) launched
the Mukhya Mantri Shahri Ajeevika Guaran-
tee Yojana (MMSAGY) last year with the ob-
jective of enhancing livelihood security in ur-
ban areas by providing 120 days of
guaranteed wage employment to every hou-
sehold at minimum wages in FY 2020-21.
Any adult member of a household, less than
65 years of age, residing in the jurisdiction of
the urban local body (ULB) and willing to en-
gage in unskilled work at projects being exe-
cuted or in sanitation services being provid-
ed by the municipality can register under the
scheme. A job card is issued to the benefici-
ary within seven days of registration and em-
ployment is provided within a fortnight. Oth-
erwise, the beneficiary is eligible to be
compensated at a rate of ¥75 per day. Initial-
ly, when the scheme was conceived, there
was scepticism due to lack of fiscal space
during the pandemic to launch a new
scheme. The government then decided to
fund the wage component from the grants al-
ready available to ULBs under the State and
Central Finance Commissions. In a year of its
operation, a quarter million man-days, be-
nefiting about 3% of the total urban house-
holds in H.P., were generated. If the scope of
MMSAGY is broadened to include muster-roll
based works, other municipal services, etc.,
it could enhance livelihood opportunities.
H.P.’s experience has provided some cru-
cial insights. One, an urban livelihood
scheme can be launched within the existing
fiscal space. If not, the Union and States can
provide resources together. Two, separate
minimum wages for rural and urban areas
do not cause migration to urban areas since
the higher cost of living in urban areas has an
offsetting effect. Three, the focus must shift
from asset creation to service delivery. Res-
tricting it to asset creation or wage-material
ratios may be sub-optimal in urban settings.
The focus should be on enhancing the qual-
ity of municipal services. Four, such a
scheme is like an ‘economic vaccine’ and will
protect people against unemployment. It
should be administered at the national level
rather than at the State level.

Rajneesh is a Principal Secretary, Urban
Development, Government of Himachal Pradesh.
Views are personal
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FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 12, 1971

Message to Thant to save Mujib’s life

India has sent an urgent message to the Un-
ited Nations Secretary General, U Thant, to
use his influence on Pakistan and save the
life of the Awami League leader, Sheikh Muji-
bur Rehman, now faced with a military trial.
This was stated in the Rajya Sabha to-day
[New Delhi, August 11] by the External Af-
fairs Minister, Mr. Swaran Singh, while reply-
ing to a question from Mr. Man Singh Verma.
The Minister said he had sent the message to
Mr. Thant yesterday. Asked whether this is-
sue was discussed with the Soviet Foreign
Minister, Mr. Gromyko, Mr. Swaran Singh
said Mr. Gromyko was strongly in favour of
persuading Pakistan not to go ahead with
this “type of sham trial.” He also told the
House that the Government was greatly con-
cerned at the threat held out by Pakistani
President Yahya Khan about Sheikh Mujibur
Rehman, “We have taken up the matter in
the important world capitals. We have urged
other Governments to use their influence
and prevent such a tragedy (the Sheikh’s
death from taking place),” the Minister said.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 12, 1921
Visitors to Museum and Library.

The decrease in the total number of visitors
to the Government Museum and Connema-
ra Public Library, as mentioned in the an-
nual report for the year 1920-21, issued by
the Superintendent of the Museum, is not
satisfactorily explained. The Superinten-
dent observes that the decrease is partly due
to the fall in the number of visitors on Kan-
nupongal and Dwadasi festivals. Even after
excluding the festival occasions referred to,
the average number of visitors in the year
under report to the two buildings was
242,447 against 292,787 in the preceding
year... The educative value of Museums and
Libraries is too well known to demand spe-
cial pleading and it is hoped that the author-
ities will carefully diagnose the real causes
for the decrease in the number of visitors
and try to adopt remedial and constructive
methods to increase the popularity of the in-
stitutions. The report states that the ques-
tion of adequate protection of buildings
against fire was also taken up during the
year, and the Museum and Library buildings
have now been furnished with a number of
additional fire appliances, and sanction has
been obtained for the extension of the tele-
phone to the Superintendent’s office, where
it will be available for use in case of fire oc-
curring at night.

»
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‘Backchannel talk
was on before Balakot’

“According to some of those
we interviewed in IB [Intelli-
gence Bureau], R&AW and
Indian Navy as well as ISI
and military intelligence in
Pakistan, many agencies
were suddenly interested in
aman like [Jadhav] who had
the wherewithal to travel
with cover... There was al-
ready plenty of R&AW in-
vestment in terms of assets
and officers in Iranian Balu-
chistan and at Chabahar, but
to have Jadhav, who could
travel widely, and even to
get down to Karachi, would
make him exceptional,” Mr.
Levy said in an interview.
“Not as an officer, trained,
deployed and backed up by
an institution — but as an as-
set, we were told, a person
who reported back to han-
dlers and supervisors, with
[his] insights,” he added.

In the book, the authors,
who had rare and unprece-
dented access to India’s na-
tional security establish-
ment, refer to themselves as
a “Gavrilov channel”, akin to
a telephone hotline set up
between the U.S. and Rus-
sian spy agencies, the CIA
and the KGB respectively,
during the Cold War.

While Indian officials
were hesitant to provide ac-
cess at first, the authors said
they yielded to the possibili-
ty of receiving near real-time
information from Pakistani
intelligence, given the al-
most frozen lines of commu-
nication at the time.

‘Doval called us back’
“Doval called us back,” write
the authors about gaining
clearance for the project,
quoting the NSA as saying,
“There is no detail that is too
small when it comes to the
ISL. T need to study every
scintilla. They are our forev-
er enemy and we can never,
ever know enough.”

On the Pakistani side, the
authors say they got similar
clearances from unnamed
military and intelligence offi-
cials.

The book, Spy Stories: In-
side the Secret World of The
R.AW. (R&AW) and 1.S.I.,
which is releasing this week,
traces the career of Mr. Do-
val through the past few de-
cades, especially from the
1999 Indian Airlines’ flight
IC 814 hijack, which the NSA
describes as a “diplomatic
failure”, to the 2000 Parlia-
ment attack, and more re-
cent events in Kashmir, in-
cluding the 2016 Pathankot
and 2019 Pulwama attacks in
which 40 personnel were
killed, as well as the retalia-
tory Balakot strikes by the
Indian Air Force.

Mr. Levy and Ms. Scott-
Clark quote from interviews
given by Mr. Doval, Mr.
Khanna, as well as former
Defence Intelligence chief
Lt. Gen Vinod Khandare and
former IB chief Asif Ibrahim,
who were members of the
National Security Council
Secretariat (NSCS).

The Hindu attempted to
reach each of the officials
named, but none of them
agreed to comment. This is
the first such book to have
been released after the go-
vernment’s new civil service
rules amendment was

passed in June this year that
gags officials from speaking
or writing about their opera-
tions, without the publica-
tions being cleared. When
asked, Mr. Levy said “noth-
ing” had been cleared by the
government however, and
the book contains details
from taped conversations
with the senior officials as
well as access to intelligence
and analysis reports in both
countries.

Travel involved

In particular, Mr. Levy and
Ms. Scott-Clark describe
their travels between Rawal-
pindi and Delhi in the imme-
diate aftermath of the Pul-
wama bombing on February
14, 2019. Within a few hours
of the bombing, they were
contacted by former ISI
counterterrorism wing (C-
wing) chief Lt. Gen. Nusrat
Naeem, who wanted to dis-
tance Pakistani agencies
from the attack, believed to
be carried out by Jaish bom-
bers connected closely to
Masood Azhar.

The authors say Pakistani
officials said they were wor-
ried about Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) sanctions,
and delicate negotiations
between the U.S. and the Ta-
liban, and would not have
risked a conflagration with
India at that point. The auth-
ors also said that reports by
the military, the Border Se-
curity Force, the Defence In-
telligence Agency (DIA) and
the R&AW had concluded
that the Pulwama attacks
had been organised by Jaish
in order to provoke a “re-
gional war”, and that Jaish
leaders had planned the at-
tack from their “new base”
in Helmand, Afghanistan,
and not Pakistan.

“The data was not what
Delhi projected, after Pulwa-
ma, instead preferring to hu-
miliate the Pakistan mili-
tary,” the book says, adding
that in response to the Pakis-
tani messages, Mr. Doval
had said that a soon-to-be-
released report on Pulwama
would “lay bare the ISI’s in-
volvement”, with the justifi-
cation for the Balakot
strikes.

On another occasion, the
authors describe Mr. Doval
meeting a Saudi delegation
in his office on a bilateral vi-
sit, adding that the “Saudis
continued their role as inter-
mediary, bringing news
from Rawalpindi”. India’s of-
ficial policy has been that In-
dia-Pakistan issues can only
be resolved bilaterally, and
there is no role for “third
parties” in talks.

The authors travelled bet-
ween Rawalpindi and Delhi
on the same day on occa-
sion, collecting and dissemi-
nating information on both
sides, the book says.

They describe being ush-
ered in to a “darkened situa-
tion room” in Mr. Doval’s of-
fices in Sardar Patel Bhawan,
to pitch their idea of writing
a book that pits the working
styles of the R&AW against
the ISI, drawing parallels to
books and films brought out
in the U.S. and Israel that off-
er some insight into the
world of spying and intelli-
gence.

10 killed, 60 missing
after Himachal landslip

Teams from the Army, the
National Disaster Response
Force, the Indo-Tibetan
Border Police, the Central
Industrial Security Force,
the police and the district
administration are involved
in the rescue and relief op-
erations.

“Drone images show that

debris is around 10-15 feet
high and spread across 50-
100 metres. So the rescue
operation will take some
time. The conductor who
was rescued from the bus
has stated that 28 people
were inside the bus,” Kin-
naur Deputy Commissioner
Abid Hussain Sadiq said.

New Cong. whips for RS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Congress leader Rahul
Gandbhi has appointed Rajya
Sabha members Syed Na-
seer Hussain and Chaya Ver-
ma as the party’s whips in
the Upper House.

With Mr. Hussain, Chief

CcM
K

Whip Jairam Ramesh and :
Leader of the Opposition :
Mallikarjun Kharge repre- :
senting Karnataka, certain :
sections are wondering why
both the whips were not ap- :
pointed from Hindi hear- :
tland States. However, Ms. :
Verma is from Chhattisgarh. :

»

VIKAS VASUDEVA
NIGULSARI

His clothes mud-stained and
leg slightly bruised, Prash-
ant, 28, is in a state of shock
and disbelief after he and
one of his friends, Varun,
narrowly escaped being bu-
ried under the debris trig-
gered by a major landslip
near Nigulsari in Kinnaur
district of Himachal Pradesh
on Wednesday.

It’s around 3.30 p.m. The
landslip took place close to
noon. Sitting by the side of
the road, both men say that
they have been praying for
the well-being of their mis-
sing friend and co-traveller.
Boulders and loose soil fell
upon the car in which the
three were travelling.

“All three of us were on
our way home in Una district
after a holiday in Sangla. As
soon as we reached here, we
stopped the car as some
stones were falling. A bus
and a utility vehicle were in
front of us while a truck was
coming from the other side.
We stepped out of the car to
assess the situation. As we

Body of
journalist
found

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PATNA

The police on Tuesday re-
covered the body of a mis-
sing journalist in a village
in East Champaran district
of Bihar. Manish Kumar
Singh, who worked for a
private news channel,
went missing on Sunday.

The police said the body
was recovered from a pond
at Mathlohiyar-Gadditola
under the Harsidhi police
station.

“Two persons have been
arrested in the case in
which 10 others too have
been named accused,” San-
tosh Kumar, sub-divisional
police officer, Areraj, said.

Manish’s father Sanjay
Kumar Singh, who is asso-
ciated with a vernacular
newspaper, had filed a pol-
ice complaint.

itk

On a precipice: Onlookers and rescue workers at the site of a major landslip at Nigulsari in Kinnaur district of Himachal Pradesh on Wednesday; and vehicles
buried under the debris on the Reckong Peo-Shimla highway. =v.v.KrisHNAN &PTI

were watching, suddenly,
rocks and a huge chunk of
mud started to fall. It hap-
pened in a split second. Va-
run and I ran to one side, our
friend Balram ran towards
the other side of the vehicle,”
Mr. Prashant told The Hindu.

“While both of us are safe,
we are trying to talk to Bal-
ram. His phone is ringing but
he’s not picking it up. We are
just praying that he is all
right,” he added.

Visibly jolted, Mr. Varun
was short of words about the

incident. “I can’t talk right
now as I am not in any state
of mind beyond [thinking
about] my friend,” he said.
As the Army, the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) and the Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP) reached

the incident site for rescue
operations, hundreds of peo-
ple gathered at the spot, ma-
ny of them relatives and
friends of people trapped
under the debris.

Someone was seen in-
forming the police and res-

Floods hit over 600 UP. villages

Ganga and Yamuna flowing above the danger mark in many areas

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW

Over 600 villages are affect-
ed by floods, including 110
cut off from all connectivity,
as heavy rain lashes several
districts in Uttar Pradesh
and major rivers such as the
Ganga and the Yamuna flow-
ing above the danger mark in
many areas, officials said on
Wednesday.

The State recorded 13.1
mm of average rainfall over
the past 24 hours, which was
154% of the the normal rain-
fall (8.5 mm).

Eleven out of the 75 dis-
tricts in U.P., including Luck-
now, Prayagraj, Chitrakoot
and Kaushambi, recorded
more than 22 mm rainfall,
the U.P. Relief Commission-
er’s Office said .

The department said 605
villages were hit by floods in

Displaced by rain: A National Disaster Response Force team
evacuating people at Salori in Prayagraj on Wednesday. =pi

24 districts, with Prayagraj,
Ghazipur and Hamirpur the
most affected in terms of
flooded areas in six, five, and
four tehsils, respectively.
While 20 villages faced
embankment issues, floods
in 239 villages hit farming,
while in 107 villages only re-
sidents were affected.

Restore Statehood to J&K,
Rashtra Manch urges PM

Sinha’s group says promise of development unfulfilled

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Rashtra Manch, a political
action group started by
former BJP leader Yashwant
Sinha, on Wednesday said
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi must announce the
restoration of full Statehood
to Jammu and Kashmir in his
Independence Day speech.
In a statement, the group
urged the Opposition parties
also to demand full State-
hood for J&K, followed by
free and fair elections. The
Centre’s decision to revoke
J&K’s special status under

Yashwant Sinha

Article 370 and split the
State into two Union Territo-
ries on August 5, 2019, was
taken “without any consul-
tation with the people, who
are the principal stakehol-

Rahul’s offending tweet

removed, Twitter tells HC

Bench posts hearing for September 27

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

Twitter on Wednesday in-
formed the Delhi High Court
that it had removed an of-
fending tweet posted by
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi sharing a picture of
himself with the parents of a
nine-year-old alleged rape
and murder victim in the
capital.

Twitter further said his
account had also been
blocked as his August 5
tweet was in breach of its
policy.

Following Twitter’s sub-
mission, a Bench of Chief
Justice D.N. Patel and Justice
Jyoti Singh posted the hear-
ing on a petition seeking the
initiation of legal action
against Mr. Gandhi for Sep-
tember 27.

During the brief hearing,

the Bench got miffed by ad-
vocate for petitioner Maka-
rand Suresh Mhadlekar,
who disputed the submis-
sion made by Twitter’s
counsel before the court.

“The counsel for respon-
dent number 4 [Twitter]
says they have removed [the
tweet] even without order
from the court. There is no
reason to disbelieve it. If this
is your attitude, we are not
issuing notice. We will see
on next date,” the Bench
remarked.

‘Account locked’

Senior advocate Sajan Poo-
vayya, for the social media
platform, said, “We have
locked that account and the
tweet is no longer available.
It violates our policy as well.
This is the status as on
date”.

ders in a democracy, and

with their elected represen-
tatives”, it stated. People of
J&K were still unable to exer-
cise their right of holding
meetings and expressing
their opinions openly. “Far
from fulfilling the promise of
attracting new investments
and accelerating develop-
ment, the Modi govern-
ment’s actions have caused
losses worth tens of thou-
sands of crores to the econo-
my of J&K. Lakhs of youth
have lost employment and
there has been a worrisome
increase in suicides,” it said.

In 129 villages, both farm-
ing and residents have been
affected, said the Relief
Department.

Hamirpur badly hit

The worst affected were Ha-
mirpur with 75 flooded vil-
lages, followed by Banda
(71), and Etawah and Jalaun

Wreckage of Army copter

(both 67). According to the
State Irrigation Department,
the Ganga was flowing above
the danger mark in Budaun,
Prayagraj, Mirzapur, Varana-
si, Ghazipur and Ballia dis-
tricts; the Yamuna was flow-
ing over the danger mark in
Auraiya, Banda, Jalaun,
Prayagraj and Hamirpur,
while the Betwa in Hamir-
pur, Sharda river in Kheri,
and the Chambal were also
above the danger mark.

The State Relief Depart-
ment said that, so far, it had
rescued 536 persons from
flooded areas.

National Disaster Res-
ponse Force teams were de-
ployed in nine districts,
while 11 districts were served
by the State Disaster Res-
ponse Force and 39 by the
Provincial Armed Constabul-
ary.

located in J&K reservoir

Search on for two pilots, say officials

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The wreckage of the Ad-
vanced Light helicopter
(ALH) that crashed into the
Ranjit Sagar reservoir at
Kathua in Jammu and Kash-
mir last week has been lo-
cated, the Chandimandir-
based Western Command of
the Army said on Wednes-
day. A search is on for its
two pilots.

“The wreckage of the Ar-
my helicopter that had
crashed into the Ranjit Sa-
gar reservoir has been iden-
tified at a depth of approxi-
mately 80 m from the

surface of the reservoir.
Heavy duty remotely oper-
ated vehicles are being
flown in to assist the recov-
ery operations,” the West-
ern Command said on
Twitter.

Special equipment

The weaponised ALH had
taken off from Pathankot on
a routine sortie and crashed
into the reservoir on August
3. Special sonar equipment
flown in from Kochi was be-
ing employed for the search.
Equipment from Israel was
also being pressed into ser-
vice, an official said.

cue team members that he
had received a call from a
trapped friend crying for
help. Several others passed
on similar information.

In the past two days, sever-
al landslips have been report-
ed across the State.
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Court allows confiscation
of assets in drugs case
NEW DELHI

A special court in Mohali has
allowed confiscation of
assets worth about 10 crore
in a drug trafficking case
involving former Arjuna
awardee wrestler Jagdish
Singh Bhola, who had also
served as a Deputy Superin-
tendent of Police in Punjab.
Bhola was dismissed from the
Punjab police after his role in
drug trafficking surfaced.

Maharashtra announces
Rajiv Gandhi Award in IT
MUMBAI

Days after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi renamed the
Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna
Award as Major Dhyan Chand
Khel Ratna Award, the
Maharashtra government on
Tuesday announced Rajiv
Gandhi Award for Excellence
in Information Technology.
Minister of State for
Information and Technology
Satej Patil said the award
would be announced on
August 20, the birth
anniversary of the former
Prime Minister.

HC to hear Kangana's
petition on Sept. 13
MUMBALI

The Bombay High Court on
Wednesday said it will hear
actor Kangana Ranaut's plea
seeking to quash the FIR
against her for “promoting
enmity between groups on
grounds of religion” through
her tweets on September 13.
The petitioner said

Ms. Ranaut's tweets on Islam
was a big insult to the
religion. He said her tweets
were communal, malicious,
biased and a deliberate
attempt to create disturbance
in the society at large.

Justice Rohinton Nariman retires today

His judgments tapped the myriad nerves of our social and legal fabric

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

Justice Rohinton Fali Nari-
man, the Supreme Court’s
“Renaissance Man”, retires
on Thursday. He was sui ge-
neris on the Bench, sharp,
brusque, fearless and armed
with repartees. He did not
suffer incompetence and fri-
volous cases in court, dis-
missing both without mercy.

In 1993, then Chief Justice
of India M.N. Venkatachaliah
amended the court’s rules to
designate him senior advo-
cate at the age of 37. He was
appointed Solicitor-General
in 2011. He became only the
fifth lawyer in the nation’s
history to be directly ap-
pointed as judge of the Su-
preme Court in 2014.

A Parsi priest, a scholar of
classical western music and
theology and a published
author are some of his many
caps. Penguin, which is re-

Justice Rohinton Nariman

leasing his new work, Dis-
cordant Notes — The Voice of
Dissent in the Last Court of
Resort, in two volumes, in-
troduces the author as “an
institution in himself”.

Justice Nariman almost
single-handedly steered the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code in its teething years. Of
the 164 Supreme Court judg-
ments on the code, 81 were
authored by him.

Justice Nariman’s judg-
ments in his seven-year te-
nure tap the myriad nerves

of our social and legal fabric.

The Supreme Court
amended its rules following
his judgment that review pe-
titions filed by condemned
prisoners should be heard in
open court and not within
the judges’ chambers.

He struck down Section
66A of the Information Tech-
nology Act which armed the
State with power to send pe-
ople to prison for “uncom-
fortable” social media mes-
sages. In his judgment in the
Shreya Singhal case, Justice
Nariman said, “The freedom
of speech and the Press is
the Ark of the Covenant of
Democracy because public
criticism is essential to the
working of its institutions.”

He cleansed a colonial
smear from the Indian Penal
Code by decriminalising ho-
mosexuality. He was part of
the majority on the Bench
which held that women aged

»

between 10 and 50 years
cannot be barred from the
Sabarimala temple on the bi-
ological ground of menstrua-
tion. Later, when the case
came up for review, his dis-
sent shone as much as his
earlier majority opinion. His
absence on the Ayodhya
Bench was stark.

His judgment on instant
talag found the Muslim

man’s  “capricious and
whimsical” right “manifestly
arbitrary”.

He held political parties
accountable for the ‘crimi-
nal’ candidates they field in
elections. His last judgment
on August 10 chastised the
lawmakers.

He urged Parliament to
take away the Speaker’s pow-
er to decide disqualification
under the Tenth Schedule.
He said an independent tri-
bunal should be formed for
this function.
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RS members’ protest an
act of sacrilege: Naidu

Reflect and explore remedies, he says

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

In a voice choked with emo-
tion, Rajya Sabha Chairman
M. Venkaiah Naidu on Wed-
nesday castigated House
members for Tuesday’s
events that saw some mem-
bers protesting and stand-
ing on the table of the Secre-
tary-General and reporters.

Mr. Naidu called the prot-
ests an “act of sacrilege”.

“As I spent a sleepless
night last night, I struggled
to find the provocation or
reason for forcing this au-
gust House to hit such a low
yesterday,” he said.

The table area constitut-
ed the sanctum sanctorum
of the House and anything
said or done destroying the
sacredness of such a place
amounted to sacrilege, he
stated.

“In our temples, devotees
are allowed only up to the
sanctum sanctorum and not
beyond. Entering this sanc-
tum sanctorum of the
House in itself is an act of sa-
crilege and it has been hap-
pening as routine over the
years. I am distressed by the
way this sacredness has

19 Bills passed in RS

NEW DELHI

A total of 19 Bills were passed
in the Rajya Sabha in the
monsoon session. About 76
hours were lost due to
disruptions. The BJP sought
the creation of a special panel
to look into the incidents of
the last two days, when the
Opposition protests turned
violent.

been destroyed yesterday,”
he observed. Such acts were
“propelled by a sense of
competition among some
sections of the House, since
the commencement of this
monsoon session, he added.
Mr. Naidu appealed to the
collective conscious of the
House to “seriously reflect
on what happened yester-
day and explore remedies”.
“Failure to do so would cer-
tainly render our parlia-
mentary democracy irrele-
vant,” he noted. Each
member had to make a
choice to be either the best
parliamentarian or the
worst disruptor, he added.
Mr. Naidu adjourned the
House after reading out his
statement for an hour.

‘LS adjourned two days ahead of
'schedule, sees 22% productivity

Speaker hosts senior leaders, including PM and Cong. leader Sonia Gandhi for tea

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

As the Lok Sabha was ad-
journed sine die on Wednes-
day, Speaker Om Birla ex-
pressed pain over the
repeated disruptions that al-
lowed only 21 hours of func-
tioning and 22% productivity
of the House in the monsoon
session.

The session that got under
way on July 19 was ad-
journed two days ahead of
its scheduled date of August
13, as the Opposition protest-
ed over the Pegasus snoop-
ing controversy, farm laws
and other issues.

Zero Hour — time allotted
to individuals members to
raise important issues — was
most affected and Question
Hour, too, witnessed disrup-
tions on most of the days.

The House managed to
pass 20 Bills, mostly without
debate or participation from
the Opposition. However,
the exception was the Con-
stitution (One Hundred and
Twenty-Seventh ~ Amend-
ment) Bill, 2021 to restore

Tea time: Speaker Om Birla and Prime Minister Narendra Modi
during a meeting with Opposition leaders on Wednesday. =pti

the power of the States to
make their Other Backward
Class (OBC) lists that was
passed after an extensive de-
bate from all the parties.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi as well as Congress
president Sonia Gandhi were
present in the House when it
was adjourned sine die.
Soon after adjourning the
House, Mr. Birla hosted a tea
party for all senior leaders,
including Mr. Modi, Ms.
Gandhi, Home Minister Amit
Shah, the Congress’s Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury and K.

Parliament passes Bill on OBC lists

In a break from its protests in RS, Opposition joins discussion and supports Bill

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Parliament on Wednesday
passed a constitutional
amendment aimed at restor-
ing the rights of the States
and the Union Territories to
maintain their own list of So-
cially and Economically
Backward Classes (SEBCs),
commonly known as Other
Backward Classes (OBCs).
The Constitution (One
Hundred and Twenty-Se-
venth Amendment) Bill,
2021 was passed unanimous-
ly by the Rajya Sabha, a day
after the Lok Sabha passed
it. In a break from its prot-
ests on the Pegasus issue and
farm laws, the Opposition
joined the discussion and
supported the Bill. While the
Bill received support from
across party lines, at least 10
parties, including the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance’s
(NDA) Janata Dal (United),

Birla meets
officials after
complaint

SOBHANA K. NAIR
NEW DELHI

Taking cognisance of a
complaint filed by Con-
gress leader and Chairman
of the Standing Committee
on Information Technolo-
gy (IT) Shashi Tharoor, Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla is
learnt to have met Home
Secretary Ajay Bhalla, IT
Secretary Ajay Sawhney
and Telecom Secretary An-
shu Prakash over the past
few days.

Mr. Tharoor wrote to Mr.
Birla on July 29, a day after
the three Secretaries did
not appear before the com-
mittee. They were called to
depose on “Citizens Data
Security and Privacy”,
which would have also en-
tailed deliberations on the
alleged Pegasus cyberat-
tack.

Sought exemption

The three Secretaries,
sought exemption from ap-
pearance at the very last
minute, citing a variety of
reasons. As per the rules,
officials can skip the meet-
ing only if permitted by the
committee chairperson.

“It is important to share
that as Chairperson, I did
not excuse these witnesses
from attendance,” Mr. Tha-
roor wrote.

The meeting had to be
cancelled after the BJP
members boycotted it, ac-
cusing Mr. Tharoor of using

the committee for “for-
warding the Congress
agenda”. The BJP MPs,

though present, refused to
sign on the attendance
register.

cM
K

MPs standing for the National Anthem after the adjournment
of the Rajya Sabha in New Delhi on Wednesday. =ei

called for a caste-based cen-
sus and 12 parties demanded
the removal of the 50% cap
on reservation.

On May 5, the Supreme
Court held that the Maratha
reservation granted by the
Maharashtra  government
was unconstitutional and
that the President alone was
empowered to identify
SEBCs. In his response to the

discussion on the Bill, Social
Justice and Empowerment
Minister Virendra Kumar
said the government under-
stood the concerns over the
50% cap and that it should
be revisited as it was decided
30 years ago.

Congress leader Abhishek
Manu Singhvi said the go-
vernment was congratulat-
ing itself for correcting a mis-

take it made in 2018,
referring to the 102 Constitu-
tional Amendment that said
the President, in consulta-
tion with the Governor,
would notify SEBCs. This Bill
was an empty promise since
there was a cap of 50% on re-
servation and this cap
couldn’t be changed till the
caste census was done to re-
veal the actual numbers, he
stated.

The Samajwadi Party’s
(SP) Ramgopal Yadav argued
for a caste census. He said
there was speculation that
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment would delist Yadav,
Gujarat and Kurmi from the
backward list. The BJP go-
vernment, he said, was not
bringing in the caste census
only so that it could amend
the backward list as per its
wishes. There was need to
raise the 50% cap on reser-
vation, he observed.

Debate on OBC Bill shows
new avatar of Mandal politics

Regional parties are at the forefront of these demands

NISTULA HEBBAR
NEW DELHI

The debate on the Constitu-
tion (One Hundred and
Twenty-Seventh ~ Amend-
ment) Bill, 2021 in both
Houses of Parliament during
the monsoon session saw
growing demands by politi-
cal parties across the board,
including National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) allies,
that a caste-based census be
undertaken. Such an exer-
cise, revealing the true ex-
tent of the Other Backward
Classes (OBC) population,
will lead to raising the 50%
cap on reservations current-
ly in place.

The two demands made
with more strength than be-
fore are significant in the
way they point to the ful-
crum around which Mandal
politics, in its third avatar, is
likely to revolve.

Regional parties, especial-
ly those that came up follow-
ing the implementation of
the Mandal Commission re-
commendations in the
1990s, are at the forefront of
these demands.

In the past few elections,
especially in Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar, these parties have
seen a successful campaign
by the BJP, headed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, in
parsing the non-dominant
sections of the OBC from the
dominant communities be-
longing to that category,
reaching out to them to
build a powerful coalition of
upper castes and non-domi-
nant communities among

»

the OBCs and among the
Scheduled Castes (SC) as
well.

In ticket distribution and
in terms of Ministry berths
and in certain legislative in-
terventions, the BJP has
managed to make its version
of Mandal work for it, along
with a powerful Hindutva
rhetoric.

NEWS ANALYSIS

The Union government
under Mr. Modi, however,
has not revealed the findings
of the Socio-Economic Caste
Census (SECC) done in 2011,
and the Justice G. Rohini
Commission set up to look
into sub-categorisation of
OBCs for reservations in jobs
and educational institutions
is yet to submit its report
and is currently on its 11th
extension since being set up
in October 2017.

Demands by regional par-
ties such as the Samajwadi
Party (SP), the Rashtriya Ja-
nata Dal (RJD) and the Na-
tionalist Congress Party
(NCP) for the BJP to empiri-
cally establish the correct
number of OBCs and take
the matter to its logical con-
clusion of raising the 50%
cap on reservations are, the-
refore, seen as ways to call
the BJP’s bluff on its commit-
ment to OBCs and seize the
political momentum as well.

Coupled with this de-
mand, the Mandal parties
especially point to the 10%
sub-categorisation ~ within
the general category reser-

vation for Economically
Weaker Sections (EWS)
among the upper castes.
The message being con-
veyed by regional parties is
clear — that the BJP’s actions
over the OBCs is to be ba-
lanced out by imperatives to
keep upper castes on its
side. For the BJP, despite
having the largest number of
OBC MPs, it is important to
balance the upper caste sen-
timents, especially in Uttar
Pradesh where they make
up nearly 18-20% of voters.

Delicate situation

It puts the government led
by the BJP at the Centre in a
delicate situation. A situa-
tion that party MPs say could
be ameliorated by finally
pushing through a sub-cate-
gorisation plan for reserva-
tions in jobs. “It is an inevit-
able development and it
would be better if the party
pushes for it and seizes the
initiative,” a former Union
Minister and current MP
from the BJP told The Hindu.
There is speculation that a
fresh SECC may be underta-
ken after the 2021 census is
concluded.

The forces of social and
political mobility unleashed
by the Mandal Commission
recommendations are un-
furling in each decade in a
different way. For political
parties, especially the BJP, it
may be time to draft plans to
re-engineer their social engi-
neering formula, this time to
accommodate the third
coming of Mandal politics.

Suresh, the Trinamool Con-
gress’s Sudeep Bandopad-
hya and the Dravida Munne-
tra Kazhagam’s (DMK) T.R.
Baalu. A source said Mr. Birla
urged all the leaders to coop-
erate to ensure the better
functioning of the House.

Later, addressing press-
persons, he expressed an-
guish over the repeated dis-
ruptions of the House that
had 17 sittings. Of the 96
hours allotted for business,
only 21 hours and 14 minutes
could be utilised.

“The House was not able

to function for 74 hours and
46 minutes. The total pro-
ductivity was 22%... I am
hurt by the fact that the pro-
ceedings of the House did
not take place as per expec-
tations in this session. I al-
ways make an effort to see
that maximum business
takes place in the House and
discussions are held over is-
sues related to the public,”
Mr. Birla told presspersons.

Previous sessions had
seen good productivity, he
added.

Members holding pla-
cards and raising slogans in
the well of the House was not
in accordance with rich par-
liamentary traditions. “I al-
ways expect the MPs to
maintain the dignity of the
House. There have been de-
bates, agreements and dis-
agreements in the House,
but its dignity was never lo-
wered,” he noted.

Mr. Birla also informed
that the construction of the
new Parliament building was
expected to be completed
before August 15 next year.

Cong. announces panel
for U.P. Assembly poll

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi on Wednesday an-
nounced its election com-
mittee for the Uttar Pradesh
Assembly poll next year.
The 38-member panel in-
cludes U.P. unit chief Ajay
Kumar Lallu and former Un-

R.P.N. Singh.

The national presidents
or chairpersons of the All In-
dia Congress Committee
(AICC) organisations from
U.P.; State heads of the par-
ty’s frontal organisations;
and vice-presidents and
general secretaries of the Ut-
tar Pradesh Congress Com-

Opposition leaders to
“march from Parliament

‘Govt. did not want to discuss issues’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Opposition leaders from 15
parties will protest against
the curtailment of the mon-
soon session of Parliament
on Thursday by marching
from Parliament to Vijay
Chowk at Rajpath to “in-
form” the people that the
Narendra Modi government
did not want to discuss im-
portant issues affecting
them.

Congress chief whip in
the Lok Sabha, K. Suresh,
said former Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi will be a
part of the protests.

Opposition MPs will first
assemble in the Parliament
complex and then protest in
front of Mahatma Gandhi
statue before marching to
Vijay Chowk to address a
joint press conference.

Earlier in the day, Con-
gress leader in the Lok Sab-
ha, Adhir Ranjan Chowdhu-
Iy, criticised the
government for curtailing
the monsoon session and al-
leged that Opposition mem-
bers were not allowed to
speak on issues like price
rise, farmers agitation and
the repeal of farm laws.

Sudden adjournment

Mr. Chowdhury said, “It’s
not the task of the govern-
ment to say who is right or
wrong... Such a government
that focuses on its whims
and fancies is not good for
the country and is danger-
ous for democracy. First, we
were told the House will run
till August 13, but the go-
vernment today suddenly

Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury

decided ‘no need to run the

house further’ and the
House  was  suddenly
adjourned”.

Mr. Chowdhury claimed
that the government and the
ruling BJP spared no oppor-
tunity to portray the Oppo-
sition in a bad light and “de-
flect the truth”.

“We sought discussions
on COVID-19, wunbridled
price rise, fuel price rise,
farmers issues. We wanted a
repeal of the farm laws and
when the Pegasus issue
came up, we repeatedly
tried to tell the government
the issue is not small. It has
put a question mark on na-
tional security... It kept es-
caping a discussion and till
the end did not allow a de-
bate on Pegasus,” he stated.

“If Israel is probing the is-
sue, France is investigating
and Hungary and Germany
are reacting, why cant In-
dia,” Mr. Chowdhury asked.

Objecting to the manner
in which Bills were being
passed, he said, “We have
seen that every Bill is passed
within five to seven minutes
and the government has
created a new record on this
front.”

Rajiv Gandhi Centre for

ion Ministers Salman Khur-
shid, Rajeev Shukla and

mittee (UPCC) will be its ex
officio members.

'*",_l‘; THE ENGLISH AND FOREIGN LANGUAGES UNIVERSITY
l"" HYDERABAD - 500 007, Telangana (A Central University)

ADMISSION NOTIFICATION

Online applications are invited for admissions to the following courses/programmes at Hyderabad, Shillong and Lucknow

for the academic year 2021+

U.G. Courses: BA. (Hons)Enghsh; Arabic; Chinese; French; German; Japanese; Korean; Persian; Russian;

Spanish; B.A. Journalism and Mass Communication.

P.G. Courses: M.A. English; Journalism and Mass Communication; Computational Linguistics; English

Literature; Linguistics; Literatures in English; Comparative Literature; English Language Teaching; Hindi; Arabic

Language and Literature; French Language and Literature; German Language and Literature; Japanese Language

and Literature; Russian Language and Literature; Hispanic Language and Literature.

Teacher Education Courses: P.G. Diploma in the Teaching of English (PGDTE); B.Ed. English; P.G. Diploma

in the Teaching of Arabic (PGDTA).

PG Diploma Course: Post Graduate Diploma in Translation (PGDT)

Ph.D. Programmes: Ph.D. Linguistics and Phonetics; English Language Education;Education; English

Literature; Translation Studies; Hindi; Comparative Literature; Indian and World Literatures; Aesthetics and

Philosophy; Film Studies and Visual Culture; French Language and Literature; German Language and Literature;

Russian Language and Literature; Spanish Language and Literature.

The link to application form, and the Prospectus are available on the university’s website: www.efluniversity.ac.in.

In case you need further clarification : @ 040 - 27689647 (Helpline), 27689447 Sdl-
REGISTRAR
I

The last date for the receipt of applications is 31 August 2021.

Aquaculture, (RGCA), a society
under the MPEDA inviting
applications from eligible
candidates to work as Trainee
and Young Professional-|
purely on temporary basis. For

further details, log on to
www.rgca.co.in.
12.08.2021 Director I/C

= KARNATAKA STATE LAW UNIVERSITY
Phone: 0836-2222492 Website : www.kslu.karnataka.gov.in
NOTIFICATION FOR APPOINTMENT OF PERMANENT
eligible Indian citizens for the following Permanent Teachers and other Academic Staff.

Q Navanagar, Hubballi-580025
Fax : 0836-2223392 Email : kslu.registrar@gmail.com
TEACHERS AND OTHER ACADEMIC STAFF
DETAILS OF POSTS

Accredited with 'A' Grade by NAAC
No. KSLU/DPAR/2021-22/0700 Date: 12.08.2021
Applications are invited in eight sets in the prescribed Application Form from the
Backlog Teaching Posts

Fees Details
Application

Processing

Professor in Law — 01 (Backlog Post)

SC (Open) - 01 Rs.
700/-

Rs. 1800/~ (Rs. 900/-
for SC/ST/ Cat-T)

Associate Professor in Law — 02
(Backlog Posts)

ST (Open) -01 Rs. Rs. 1800/- (Rs. 900/-

Cat-I (Open)-01 700/- | for SC/ST/ Cat-I)

IndianOQil

IndianOil

Marketing Division Southern Region
Notification for Engagement of 480
Apprentices under the Apprentices Act 1961
IndianQil, Marketing Division, Southern Region, as a measure of Skill Development
Initiative for the Nation invites applications for Engagement of 480 Trade
Apprentices (ITI / Accountant / Data Entry Operator-Fresher/ Skill Certificate
Holders/Retail Sales Associate - Fresher/ Skill Certificate Holders), Technician
Apprentice (Diploma) forthe year 2021-22 (Phase-l) at its Locations in the States
of Tamil Nadu & Puducherry, Karnataka, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh & Telangana.

Full text of the Advertisement including eligibility criteria of age, qualification and
details of stipend, relaxations, concessions, reservations, etc. will be hosted in our
Corporate website www.iocl.com or at (http://www.iocl.com/
PeopleCareers/job.aspx) from 13th August 2021 @ 10.00 hrs.

How to apply: Interested candidates meeting the prescribed eligibility criteria may
apply through the above mentioned website from 13th August 2021 @ 10.00 hrs
onwards. Closing date for online submission of Application is 28th August 2021 @
17:00hrs.

Any subsequent notification/amendment in the matter shall be notified in
www.iocl.com only.

Note: The Corporation shall have no obligation to give regular employment
to Apprentices. The Apprentices shall have no right to claim regular
employment from the Corporation on the basis of this Apprenticeship atany
point of time. This Apprenticeship shall not create any liability on IOCL for
providing any job to the Apprentice.

Advertisement No.|OCL/MKTG/SR/APPR.2021-22 (Phase )

Non-Hyderabad-Karnataka Fees Details

Teaching Posts

Application Processing

Assistant Professor in Law — 02

SC (Woman) - 01 Rs.
GM (Woman) - 01 700/-

Rs. 1200/- (Rs. 600/-
for SC/ST/ Cat-I)

Assistant Professor in Non-Law — 05

GM (Physically Handicapped) — 01
(Blindness and Low Vision)
(Management Studies) Rs.
GM (Open) — 01 (Management Studies)

GM (Rural) - 01 (History) 700/
IT A (Woman) — 01 (Kannada)

11 B (Open) — 01 (Asst. Director of Physical
Education and Sports)

Rs. 1200/- (Rs. 600/-
for SC/ST/ Cat-I)

Hyderabad-Karnataka 371 (J) Fees Details

Posts

Application Processing

Assistant Professor in Non-Law — 03

GM (Woman) — 01 (English)
SC (Open) — 01 (Economics)
ST (Open) — 01 (Political Science)

Rs. |Rs. 1200/- (Rs. 600/-
700/- for SC/ST/ Cat-I)

Note:1. Qualifications, Pay Scales and other Eligibility conditions are as per|
“UGC Regulations on Minimum Qualifications for Appointment of]
Teachers and other Academic Staff in Universities and Colleges, Measures|
for the Maintenance of Standards in Higher Education, 2018 (No. F. 1-
2/2017 (EC/PS) dated: 18" July 2018)”.

2. Interested candidates can download the Application Form from the official
website of Karnataka State Law University-http://www.kslu.karnataka.gov.in.
For more details refer the same website.

3. Application fees to be paid through Online SBI collect, Karnataka State
Law University, Hubballi.

4. Candidates applying for more than one post should apply with separate
Application Form and Online SBI Collect E-Receipts for each post.

5. Application Forms duly complete in all respects along with the Onling]
SBI collect E-receipts should be submitted to The Registrar, Karnataka|
State Law University, Navanagar, Hubballi-580025 on or before|
27.09.2021. Sd/-

DIPR/DWD/391/2021-22/DESHPANDEPUBLICITY REGISTRAR

STAY PROTECTED FROM COVID-19, NO CARELESSNESS UNTIL THERE IS A CURE.

Chennai Petroleum Corporation Limited
(A group company of IndianOil)
Regd. Office: 536, Anna Salai, Teynampet, Chennai 600 018.
Website: www.cpcl.co.in; Email id: shankarp@cpcl.co.in
CIN: L40101TN1965G01005389

&
A 4

cpcL

Tel: 044-24349833 / 24346807

ADDENDUM TO NOTICE OF
55" ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING DATED 25.06.2021

TO WITHDRAW THE PROPOSAL FOR APPOINTMENT OF MR. SUKH RAM
MEENA (DIN 09011328) AS A DIRECTOR AND TO INCLUDE THE PROPOSAL
FOR APPOINTMENT OF MR. DEEPAK SRIVASTAVA (DIN 09275923) AS A
DIRECTORAS SL.NO 4 OF THE NOTICE DATED 25.06.2021

Chennai Petroleum Corporation Limited (‘the Company') had issued Notice dated
25" June, 2021 ('Notice of AGM') convening the 55" Annual General Meeting
(AGM) of the shareholders of the Company scheduled on 20" August 2021 at
3.00 PM through VC / OAVM. The said Notice has already been dispatched to all
the shareholders of the Company on 28.07.2021 in due compliance with the
provisions of the Companies Act, 2013 read with the Rules made thereunder.
Subsequent to the issuance of the aforesaid Notice, the Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas (MoP & NG), Government of India vide letter dated 05.08.2021 has
nominated Mr. Deepak Srivastava, Deputy Secretary (OMC), MoP & NG as a
Government Nominee Director on the Board of CPCL in place of Mr. Sukh Ram
Meena, Deputy Director General (DDG) (IFD), MoP & NG. Accordingly, the earlier
circulated agenda Item No. 4 for appointment of Mr. Sukh Ram Meena stands
withdrawn.

Pursuant to Section 160 of the Companies Act, 2013, read with Rule 13 of
Companies (Appointment of Directors) Rules 2014, it is hereby notified that a
shareholder of the Company has proposed the name of Mr. Deepak Srivastava, for
appointment as a Director of the Company for consideration at the 55" Annual
General Meeting of the company scheduled to be held on Friday, the 20" August,
2021 at 3.00 PM through Video Conference(VC)/ Other Audio Visual Means
(OAVM).

The aforesaid appointment would be included in the remote e-voting facility
commencing on Monday, August 16", 2021 at 9:00 AM. (IST) and ending on
Thursday, August 19", 2021 at 05.00 PM. (IST) to enable the shareholders to vote
electronically.

Notice in this regard is also hosted on the website of the Company at
https://cpcl.co.in/investors/financials/statutory-disclosure/ and on the website of
KFIN Technologies Private Limited, the Share Transfer Agents of the company at
https://evoting.kfintech.com.

By order of the Board of Directors
For Chennai Petroleum Corporation Limited
Sd./-

«—SFeet s Maintain .
@ wear ‘ |n| Follow Physical |n| ‘ 73 Hand Date : August 11, 2021 (P. Shankar)
as Distancing >~ Hygiene Place: Chennai Company Secretary
. ) M ND-NDE
LN ]
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Deaths due to lack of oxygen

WHO decision
on Covaxin
EUA in Sept.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
GENEVA

A top vaccines official at
the World Health Organiza-
tion says the agency ex-
pects to make a decision in
September on an emergen-
cy use authorisation for the
Indian-made COVID-19 vac-
cine made by Bharat Bio-
tech, a shot that has yet to
be authorised by any West-
ern regulatory authorities.

Mariangela Simao, a
WHO Assistant Director-
General for vaccines, says
the UN health agency’s as-
sessment of the Bharat Bio-
tech vaccine was “quite ad-
vanced” and officials
hoped for a decision by
mid-September.

Few studies have been
published on the shot. In-
dian researchers have yet
to share any advanced re-
search about the vaccine,
which has been authorised
and used in India.

Scientists in India say
the vaccine is about 78% ef-
fective, but there are ques-
tions about how it per-
forms in the real world,
including against variants.
There are many vaccines in
the final stages of the pipe-
line, Dr. Simao said.

not taken lightly, says

‘Centre took
several measures
to ensure supply’

BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN
NEW DELHI

The Union Health Ministry
on Tuesday told the Rajya
Sabha that some patients
who were on ventilator sup-
port died while undergoing
treatment for COVID-19 at
Sri Venkateswara Ramna-
rain Ruia Government Hos-
pital in Andhra Pradesh.

Senior Health Ministry of-
ficials told The Hindu that
each State had been specifi-
cally asked to report any
death of COVID-19 and the
reasons for the death.

An official said, “This
isn’t data that we take light-
ly. Data gathered is the
guide for the Ministry [State
and Central] to ensure that
we are able to bridge any
gaps and catch any trends
early on. Several and imme-
diate  measures  were
brought in to ensure adeg-
uate oxygen and other med-
ical supplies to the States
during the  COVID-19
waves.”

|

Life support: In this photo dated April 27, 2021, relatives of

El L i

COVID-19 patients are seen waiting to refill medical oxygen
in their cylinders in New Delhi. =sHiv KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

In the Rajya Sabha, in a
written reply to a question
by Kanakamedala Ravindra
Kumar on deaths due to in-
adequate oxygen supply in
Andhra Pradesh, Minister of
State for Health Bharati Pra-
vin Pawar noted that the
Centre had been providing
the required technical sup-
port and supported the
States through logistic and
financial support to further
strengthen the existing
health infrastructure to
tackle the pandemic.

The Ministry said the dai-
ly liquid medical oxygen

Fill consumer disputes panel
vacancies in eight weeks: SC

Centre told to do legislative impact study’ on Consumer Act

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday gave the Centre and
the States eight weeks to fill
the vacancies in the consum-
er disputes  redressal
commissions.

“Is there some muhurrat
required for taking steps?
States are defeating the pur-
pose for which the consum-
er protection laws have been
made... they have been
made for the benefit of peo-
ple,” Justice Sanjay Kishan
Kaul, heading a Bench, in-
cluding Justice Hrishikesh
Roy, said.

The Bench asked the
Centre to conduct a compre-
hensive “legislative impact
study” on the Consumer
Protection Act, 2019.

“We want to know the im-
pact of this legislation on liti-
gation,” Justice Kaul said.
The court gave the govern-
ment four weeks to com-
plete the study. When the
government  complained
about the paucity of time,
Justice Kaul said, “You make
legislation instantly. You
rush through so many
things, you can rush through
this too...”

‘Is it deliberate?’

The court asked if the go-
vernments, both at the
Centre and in the States, had
deliberately kept the vacan-
cies pending to dissuade pe-

ople from filing complaints.

“You don’t want com-
plaints to be processed, for
citizens to get justice? There
is no manpower, there is no
infrastructure.... People get
fed up. You say ‘we will get
this thing done’ or ‘we will
get that thing done’, and
then nothing happens. You
seem to have only vacancies
and not appointments,” Jus-
tice Kaul slammed the go-
vernments. The legislative
intent behind the Consumer
Protection Act was to em-
power ordinary citizens, he
noted.

“However, the ground
reality is different. There is
little attempt made to tran-
slate the legislative intent to
administrative  infrastruc-
ture, facilities, staff, mem-
bers in order for the func-
tioning of the consumer
disputes commissions,” the
Bench stated.

The Centre had dilly-dal-
lied over the appointments
of members in the National

Commission.

Additional Solicitor-Gen-
eral Aman Lekhi, for the
Centre, said there was litiga-
tion in the court regarding
the tenure of tribunal mem-
bers. The Centre was waiting
for its outcome. Mr. Lekhi al-
so referred to the recent
passing of the Tribunal Re-
forms Bill of 2021, which had
the same provisions regard-
ing tenure and so on as the
Tribunals Reforms (Rational-
isation and Conditions of
Service) Ordinance, 2021
that was struck down by the
court in the recent verdict in
the Madras Bar Association
case. The to and fro of litiga-
tion and legislation had
caused “confusion”, delay-
ing appointments.

Justice Kaul addressed the
law officer, “Somebody will
keep challenging. Now, so-
mebody will challenge this
law too... That does not
mean you stop appoint-
ments. Mr. Lekhi, when you
want to do something, there
is no ‘confusion’. My ques-
tion is simple. You have ap-
pointed four persons, when
are you appointing the re-
maining three people? You
need to have the requisite
number of people to deal
with the cases filed”.

The court said if it could
ask the States to comply with
a eight-week deadline, it
could “jolly well” ask the
Centre to do the same thing.

(LMO) supply, which was
about 1,292 MTs a day in Fe-
bruary 2021 increased to
8,593 MTs in April 2021.
“On May 28, 2021, a total
of 10,250 MTs of LMO was
allocated to the States. This
was done by enhancement
of LMO production in steel
plants as well as in other
LMO plants. Restrictions
were imposed on industrial
use of oxygen. A dynamic
and transparent framework
for allocation of medical ox-
ygen in consultation with all
the stakeholders has been
prepared,” it stated.

Amid ruckus, RS clears insurance Bill

Ministry

Mandaviya
counters
Sisodia’s claim

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya on Wednesday
countered the Delhi go-
vernment’s claim that the
Centre had not made any
enquiries regarding the
number of deaths due to
oxygen shortage during the
second wave of COVID-19.

Delhi’s Deputy Chief Mi-
nister Manish Sisodia had
said no letter had been re-
ceived from the Centre on
the matter.

Mr. Mandaviya tweeted,
“Dear Sisodia, Here is the
copy of the mail sent by my
ministry to the Delhi go-
vernment on 26th July. It’s
not too late yet! By August
13 you can send the data so
that we can answer the
question to Parliament. Af-
ter reviewing with your of-
ficers, please send the ne-
cessary data as soon as
possible.”

The aim is to make Brand
[ndia strong, says Modi

PM urges industry to partner with the government

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday said
economic growth in the
country is picking up pace
again and the domestic in-
dustry should should take
advantage of the environ-
ment that has been created
for development.

“The government is with
you, with your every effort,”
Mr. Modi said.

The Prime Minister was
addressing the annual ses-
sion of the Confederation of
Indian Industries (CII) that
was attended by Tata Sons
Chairman N. Chandraseka-
ran, Kotak Mahindra Bank
MD & CEO Uday Kotak, Lar-
sen & Toubro MD & CEO S.N.
Subramaniam, and Bharat
Forge CMD Baba Kalyani,
among others.

He added that for a self-re-
liant India, investments in
R&D need to increase mani-
fold, which is not possible
with government efforts
alone. “For the success of At-
manirbhar Bharat, a big res-
ponsibility rests on Indian
industries... There is a need
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Narendra Modi

for partnership with indus-
try for this. Our aim is to
make Brand India strong...
and for that we need to
strengthen our partner-
ship,” he said.

Domestic manufacture
He said there was a time
when everything foreign
was considered better, but
this psychology has changed
and citizens today prefer
products that are made in
India. “It is not necessary
that the company is Indian,
but today every Indian
wants to adopt products
made in India,” he said, ad-
ding that industry has to
align its policy and strategy
to this.

Speaking at the same ses-
sion, Mr. Kalyani suggested a

Even as the speeches were going on, MPs had an intense tussle with the marshals

SOBHANA K. NAIR
DAMINI NATH
NEW DELHI

The contentious General In-
surance Business (Nationali-
sation) Amendment Bill,
2021 was passed amidst
shocking scenes in the Rajya
Sabha on Wednesday des-
pite the Opposition’s de-
mand to send the legislation
to a select committee.

The Rajya Sabha passed
the Bill that would allow the
government to cut its share
in public sector insurance
companies, paving the way
for more private sector parti-
cipation, amid protests by
the Opposition. The Bill had
been passed by the Lok Sab-
ha on August 2.

The entire Opposition was
united in their call to send
the Bill to a select commit-
tee. YSR Congress Party MP
Vijaysai Reddy said it must
go to a select committee to
understand the greater rami-

Leader of Opposition in Rajya
Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge

fications of this law. Con-
gress MP Syed Naseer Hus-
sain and TDP MP K. Ravindra
Kumar also urged the go-
vernment to send the Bill to
a select committee. RJD MP
Manoj K. Jha said the entire
nation was watching the
murder of democracy here.
“I ask the Chair too how can
you sit and let this happen,”
Mr. Jha said.

When the government
forced through a discussion
amid the din, CPI MP Binoy
Viswam tried to climb on to
the reporter’s table. BJD MP
Sasmit Patra, who was in the

Chair, immediately ad-
journed the House. Within
minutes, more than 10 wo-
men marshals and nearly 50
men formed a human chain
around the reporter’s table.
They also blocked the way
for the Opposition members
to get into the well.

Noisy protest

When the House recon-
vened, Ripun Bora and Syed
Naseer Hussain (Congress),
Mr. Viswam and Elamaram
Kareem (CPI-M) had a tussle
with the marshals as they
tried to push their way to the
reporter’s table.

Shiv Sena MP Sanjay Raut,
who was in the second row,
clambered on to the seats
and leapt at the marshals.

Even as the speeches were
going on, the MPs had an in-
tense tussle with the mar-
shals. Mr. Bora at one point
stood up on a platform
where the TV screen is kept.

Trinamool MP Mausum Noor
stood with a noose around
her neck.

The Congress MPs walked
out in protest against what
Leader of the Opposition
Mallikarjun Kharge called an
“insult to democracy”. “We
are all peace-loving people.
So many male and female
marshals created a shield...
Lady members are insulted
here. Marshals are pushing.
We are not safe and our lady
members are not safe,” said
Trinamool MP Sukhendu
Sekhar Ray.

Inside the House, the go-
vernment introduced the
National Commission for Ho-
moeopathy (Amendment)
Bill, 2021 and the National
Commission for Indian Sys-
tem of Medicine (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2021. Both Bills
were passed after brief dis-
cussions, before the Rajya
Sabha was adjourned sine
die.

Bihar teacher sacked for selling gunny bags

AMARNATH TEWARY
PATNA

A schoolteacher in Bihar’s Ka-
tihar district was suspended
after his video went viral on
social media recently in
which he was seen selling
gunny bags used to supply
mid-day meals (MDM) in
schools. The Bihar Primary
School Teachers Association

(BPSTA) has condemned the
suspension calling it “too
stringent a measure”.

Mohd. Tamijuddin, posted
at the Government Primary
School, Kantadih in Katihar
district, was seen selling emp-
ty and torn gunny bags at a
market crossroad urging peo-
ple to buy “strong gunny bags
of Bihar government for 10

each”.

The video is said to have
gone viral on social media a
few days back. Mohd. Tami-
juddin was suspended on Au-
gust 8 and departmental pro-
ceedings were initiated
against him. Later, he ap-
pealed to Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar to revoke his sus-
pension as he was only

“obeying government’s or-
der”.

“I tried to sell used gunny
bags first in the school. But no
takers turned up there as the
government has fixed the
price of 10 for each bag. So 1
decided to sell them in the
market just to obey the order
of the department,” the
teacher said.

five-pronged approach, in-
cluding augmenting design
and innovation capability,
establishing end-to-end va-
lue chains, participation in
global agendas for climate
action, reducing cost of do-
ing business, and focus on
indigenous research, inno-
vation and IPR (intellectual
property rights), while Mr.
Kotak said there is a need to
increase financing capabili-
ties to realise the dream of
high growth. “An atmanirb-
har (self-reliant) Bharat
needs an atmanirbhar fi-
nancial sector. The markets
should be well-regulated but
free to operate,” Mr. Kotak
said.

Mr. Chandrasekaran
called for making India a $5
trillion economy by 2031,
and working towards en-
hancing technological capa-
bilities in areas such as elec-
tronics and 5G, developing a
skill ecosystem and creating
protocols and partnerships
with countries for coopera-
tion in technology, “so that
the decade belongs to India
in the technological
sectors”.

Google rolls
out features
for child safety

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

To give kids and teens a saf-
er experience online, Goo-
gle has announced a host
of changes in its policies
and products to limit their
exposure to explicit con-
tent, including blocking ad-
vertising targeted at the
under-18 age group.

In the “coming weeks
and months”, the technol-
ogy giant will roll out a new
policy that will enable
anyone under 18, or their
parent or guardian, to re-
quest the removal of their
images from Google Image
results. “Of course, remov-
ing an image from Search
doesn’t remove it from the
web, but we believe this
change will help give
young people more control
of their images online,” the
company said in a blog.

It would expand safe-
guards to prevent age-sen-
sitive ad categories from
being shown to teens, and
block ad targeting based on
the age, gender or interests
of people under 18. “We’ll
start rolling out these up-
dates across our products
globally over the coming
months. Our goal is to en-
sure we’re providing addi-
tional protections and deli-
vering  age-appropriate
experiences for ads on
Google,” it stated. The
company would also roll
out changes for YouTube,
Search, and Play Store.
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m ACROSS

9 Contract for an offer, got in writing at company (7)

10 Regarding sailor, one on ocean in a Canadian province (7)

11 Got excited with second side, half the side on comeback (7)

12 Wanting to sack student — troubling (7)

13 Nun disturbed, having mental breakdown about cancellation (9)

15 Perhaps a Thai king or reportedly leader of Nepal (5)

Display keystrokes of genius.
Type your answers in our online grids.
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn
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16 Mark had one drink first and at the end more cocktail (7)

19 Irritated with new journalist covering final battle moved (7)

20 Capital of Denmark, initially also known as capital of Russia (5)
21 Variable direction, that is on road is the most frivolous (9)

25 If it could be one assisting in childbirth (7)

26 Axes interchanged in observation behind net used by acrobats (7)

28 Paralysing pain at the extremity and top, doctor’s information not

good (7)

29 Recognised South African instrument having depth (7)

® DOWN

1 New one — upstart has sea sickness (6)

2 Doctor losing his head? Encourage (4,2)

3 A dad and mom primarily made first man (4)
4 Parish official’s dog's not good, died (6)

5 Can almost rock in US city (8)

6 King brought in redrawn treatises, most uneven in quality (10)

7 Support withdrawn, mistrial due to something relating to mediation (8)

8 Damned pet, escaped by first door (8)
14 Article rewritten about trouble with lizards (10)
16 Grounds for side to change people in third match (8)
17 Germany and Britain way back had Saxon titles (8)

18 British physicist’s suggestion; the French power has no limits (8)

22 A rare thespian in South, Tamil leading actor perhaps (6)

23 Leaves, leaves, each for one (6)

24 Courses at river ends, fade away at the bend (6)
27 Friend’s call about leaving first year (4)
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Worship, made simple

Bringing one’s palms together and doing an anjali to Lord
Narayana is the easiest way to worship Him, said Akkarakka-
ni Srinidhi in a discourse. This simple act is enough to please
Him. Alavandar, in his Stotra Ratnam, says that whoever off-
ers an anjali to the Lord, at whatever time of the day, and
even if he were to do this only once, it is enough to wipe out
all his sorrows, and to contribute to his welfare. Alavandar,
addressing the Lord, says that an anjali offered to Him will
never be in vain. As Alavandar points out, the beauty of an-
jali is that anyone can do it. There are no rules about when
to do it. No special rituals are to be followed to do an anjali.
And yet, there are those who do not even do this simple act.
Nammazhvar says that it is their fate that keeps them from
doing that which is good for them.

In the Yuddha Kanda of Valmiki Ramayana, Rama tells Su-
greeva that should a man approach one with folded palms
(anjali), then regardless of whether that man is an enemy, or
a beggar, or one seeking refuge, he should not be killed. An-
jali is saranagati (surrender) through the body. Valmiki’s use
of the word ‘deena, indicates surrender through the manas,
and the poet’s use of the word ‘yaacantam’ indicates surren-

der through one’s words.

Vedanta Desika, in his Anjali Vaibhavam, says that if the
Lord were about to punish us for our sins, we must direct to-
wards Him the weapon known as anjali! The Lord will melt
with compassion and drop the idea of punishing us. Every
act has a purpose, but once we achieve our target, we no
longer continue the same task. But when you do anjali, you
get moksha, and in Sri Vaikuntha, what does one do, but off-
er anjali to the Lord? So anjali is something that continues
even after the goal (moksha) is attained.

»
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As India celebrates 75 years of
Independence, a young practising

Gandhian juxtaposes his views against
more conventional seniors

With the

Mahatma

PRIYADERSHINI S

Forty-one-year old Avyakta
left New Delhi 10 years ago
and began travelling across
India to interact with stu-
dents, discussing Mahatma
Gandhi’s teachings on life
and society.

Currently living in a small
village in Kangra valley of
Himachal Pradesh, he is so-
mewhat critical of how
Gandhi’s ideas have been
delivered to the last four
generations. “Even the new
generations are being sub-
jected to the same misun-
derstandings about Gandhi-
ji’s ideas both by supporters
and opponents alike,” he
says.

“The true successor of
Gandhiji was Vinoba Bhave.
He proved that the Gand-
hian way of life will lead to
the real freedom of India
and the world. But as Gand-
hiji was politically misap-
propriated by many and
even vilified by some, in the
same way Vinoba was con-
sciously ignored. Do you
hear many people talking
about Gandhiji’s 11 vrata or
vows for living a harmo-
nious life?” rues Avyakta.

However, after his inte-
ractions with thousands of
children and young adults
across the country, he sees a
silver lining. “I find young

into the

illennium-ee

ones more discerning, intre-
pid and open to lead a
Gandhian way of life. They
will choose non-violence
only if they survive the as-
sault by overpowering con-
sumerism,” he says.

Sudarshan Iyengar, 67,
who is talking to youth
across the country on his
latest project, “gram swa-
raj” about strengthening
participatory democracy, is
hopeful.

“I notice that those in
their teens and twenties are
curious about Gandhi,” he

says over phone from his
home in Dharampur, in Val-
sad district of Gujarat, ad-
ding that in the last three de-
cades “as we moved from an
industrial economy to a
knowledge economy and
now to a tech world, Gandhi
has been relegated to the
moral science class. He is
not for intellectual curiosity
but for earnest practice.”

As India celebrates 75
years of Independence,
there are just a handful of
these practising Gandhians
left, a majority being se-
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niors: Ghanshyam Shukla,
for instance, who sweeps
the premises of the Prabha
Prakash Degree College in
Panjwar village of Siwan dis-
trict in Bihar every day.

The 78-year-old Shukla, a
retired teacher of Tari High
School, founded the institu-
tion by urging people to do-
nate land and build a college
for girls. The practising
Gandhian’s only posses-
sions are two sets of clothes,
a cot, cycle and an umbrel-
la.

“It is not totally appro-

Marching behind Gandhi (Clockwise from below)
Sudarshan lyengar with wife Lakshmi; Avykata;
Ghanshyam Shukla with students of Kasturba Balika
Intercollege which he founded =speciaL ARRANGEMENT

c) 1find young ones

more discerning,
intrepid and open to
lead a Gandhian way
of life. They will
choose non-violence
only if they survive
consumerism

AVYAKTA

priate to call me a practising
Gandhian,” says Sudarshan
who has devoted a large
part of his life training Adi-
vasi girls in agriculture, ani-

mal tending, and basic com-
puter skills.

Drawn to Gandhian ways
as a youngster, he went on
to serve the State in several
capacities. The former Vice
Chancellor of Gujarat Vidya-
peeth is now active in run-
ning two schools under the
Sarvodaya Parivar Trust. “A
total of 90 girls are trained
at the schools. Their atten-
dance was down to 60 dur-
ing the pandemic,” says Su-
darshan.

Sudarshan is supported
by his wife Lakshmi, an Ay-
urvedic practitioner. In-
fluenced by the JP Move-
ment, (Sampoorna Kranti or
Total Revolution) in 1973, he
adopted the slogan humla
chahe jaisa hoga, haath
hamara nahi uthega (ho-
wever violent the attack, we
will not raise our hand).

Championing a cause
In October 2020, 94-year-
old Professor Ramjee Singh
of Munger, Bihar, a former
parliamentarian, was
awarded the Padmashri for
social work. In 1942, as a
student of Army School Ja-
malpur he led a student’s
demonstration against Brit-
ish rule for which he was ex-
pelled. He continues to pro-
pagate Gandhian
philosophy.

“He led a padayatra in

England on the 125th cele-
brations of Gandhi’s birth
anniversary,” says his son
Sarvodaya Sharma. Ramjee
is responsible for the induc-
tion of Gandhian Studies as
a post-graduate subject in
universities, a cause he
championed in Parliament.

Former Professor of
Gandhian Studies at MG Un-
iversity and member, Gand-
hi Peace Foundation, MP
Mathai, says, “There is a
problem in defining a prac-
tising Gandhian. You will
not find another Gandhi,
none practising the 11 vows
to live by. These were for the
inmates of the ashram.
Gandhi’s ashram was neith-
er isolated or insulated but
existed in the heart of a
thriving society.”

Mathai has seen several
communities practising a
non-violent way of life.
“They resort to prayer, med-
itation, manual labour...
Others take to organic farm-
ing, wearing khadi and
handspun, some practise
naturopathy, consumption
of electricity from alterna-
tive energy sources... There
are umpteen number of
ways that Gandhi’s princi-
ples and ideas are being
practised,” says Mathai,
pointing out it is time to
look at Gandhi in a new con-
text.

The first-ever exhibition of the complete series of
Les Hindous by Balthazar Solvyns is a portrait of an Indian

In Velu Nachiyar’s

A passage

through

DEEPA ALEXANDER

In the late 17th Century, East India
Company galleons sailed up the
Bay of Bengal into the water-
logged delta of the Ganges-Brah-
maputra and weighed anchor. Le-
gend has it that administrator Job
Charnock ‘established’ the city of
Calcutta at the site of three extant
villages, near the banyan tree
where he liked to smoke his hub-
ble-bubble.

Over time, Calcutta became the
hub for Company trade, the capi-
tal of the sub-continent and seat
of the province of Bengal. Busi-
nessmen and soldiers, artists and
memsahibs, all drawn to its riches
in wealth and culture, flocked to
it. Among them was Flemish ma-
rine painter, printmaker and eth-
nographer, Balthazar Solvyns,
perhaps the only European artist
to have documented the people
and material culture of Bengal in
the decade he lived there.

An exhibition in Bikaner
House

DAG is exhibiting 288 etchings of
Solvyns that he titled Les Hindous
opened recently in New Delhi.
The works were published by the
artist in Paris between 1808 and
1812.

“What makes Solvyns excep-
tional, among foreign artists in In-
dia of his time, is his focus on the
whole spectrum of society from

CM
K

high to low. Most British painters,
for example, were portrait pain-
ters seeking patronage from the
elites; or they portrayed architec-
ture and landscape. Solvyns ad-
dressed Indian society as a whole,
and did not neglect its less privi-
leged members,” says Giles Tillot-
son, senior vice president, Exhibi-
tions and Publications at DAG, in
an email interview.

Curated by Tillotson, the exhi-
bition is accompanied by a book
that introduces, illustrates and
contextualises this body of work.
Tillotson had earlier curated an
exhibition based around a set of
Oriental scenery by Thomas and
William Daniell in the Red Fort.
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From the album (Clockwise from left) Ramsinga; Natche and Long
Palanquin by Balthazar Solvyns = speciAL ARRANGEMENT

Les Hindous can be viewed in
the high-vaulted halls of Bikaner
House in the heart of Lutyens’
Delhi. The paintings are of indivi-
duals and of groups, a hat tip to
Calcutta’s growth as a cosmopoli-
tan city. So while a native, dhoti-
clad man blows the ramsingha
(serpent horn), women in flounc-
es and petticoats stroll through
the European quarters. The co-

lours are muted, but the exposed
brickwork and colonnades are
stark. At the bazaar, palm trees
are in the distance as men and wo-
men crowd the baskets selling
wares, but it is the different types
of clothing, the drape of the sari
or the dhoti, indicating caste and
class, that underline Solvyns’
keen powers of survey.

“All the works are coloured

way of life that has long passed into the pages of history

IEY

etchings on paper and hence the
works are rested in light and tem-
perature-controlled environ-
ments between exhibitions,” says
Tillotson, adding, “Each work in
this series is based on close obser-
vation — of a person or an object
such as a boat, cart, a musical in-
strument... It is also accompanied
by text, written by the artist, de-
scribing the person or object, ex-
plaining them to Western
audiences.”

The storyteller

The descriptive texts are quaint
with phonetic spellings for a Pari-
sian viewer, but they also reveal
an ethnographic study of Bengal.
The works also feature ‘nautch’
girls and fortune tellers apart
from the gamut of weavers, boat-
men and merchants, lending the
portraits a touch of the exotic.

“Inevitably, the gaze is in part
European. Solvyns is attracted to
some things that are strange to
Western eyes. Some of the cere-
monies and religious rites fall in
this category — like the views dep-
icting sati or charak puja. But one
also gets a strong sense of Solvyns
gathering information from the
people he met, his informants,
particularly Bengali Brahmins.”

The series also covers carts and
palanquins, apparatus for smok-
ing and natural history.

Solvyns did not arrive in India
with the intent of portraying its
people to Europe. In the early
years, he decorated carriages and
restored paintings for a living. It
opened to him a world of cus-
toms, dress and character he may
not have seen otherwise. Neither
would have we, of that India
veiled now by the mists of time.

The exhibition is on till August
20 at Bikaner House, New Delhi.
It can also be viewed online at
dagworld.com/ The_Hindus

shoes

From Hazrat Mahal to Rani Lakshmibai,
Chennai actor TM Karthik attempts to
start a conversation on women warriors
of India with a new photo series

GOWRI S

Against a smoky backdrop,
Velu Nachiyar stands, spear
and shield in hand. Adorned
in a red sari and jewellery
from a bygone era, her pos-
ture exudes power. For Ta-
mils worldwide, Nachiyar is
“veeramangai”; the first In-
dian queen to have waged a
war against the East India
Company. But in this frame,
Chennai-based actor and
theatre practitioner TM Kar-
thik embodies the role.

In an unusual series of
photographs, to be launched
around Independence Day,
Karthik, takes on the roles of
five women who rewrote In-
dia’s history.

Done in collaboration with
Pearls Beauty Academy, the
series features the actor
dressed as Velu
Nachiyar,  Rani
Lakshmibai (Rani
of Jhansi), Rani
Padmini, Kittur
Rani Chenamma
and Begum Haz-
rat Mahal. With
costumes and ma-
keup by the Aca-
demy and pic-
tures by Ashok, a
freelance photographer, the
project attempts to tell these
stories again.

“I wanted to do a series on
Tamil women warriors, but
realised that not many would
know who they are. The aim

»

““"RANI VELU NACHIYAR

B WOMAN WA BFIR OF MDA
In the spotlight TM Karthik
as Velu Nachiyar (above) and
Hazrat Mahal (below)

= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

was also to reach many. So we
selected warriors across In-
dia,” says Karthik.

Inspiration for poses, cos-
tumes and jewellery came
from early paintings and im-
ages that Karthik found in
books. While a few
costumes  were
purchased, others
were  borrowed
from her 9l-year-
old grandmother,
says Aarthi Balaji,
director of Pearls
Beauty Academy.

“We wanted to
highlight Indian
culture and herit-
age through the jewellery and
makeup; things that are al-
most lost now,” adds Arthi.

The series will be launched
on August 13, on Pearls Beau-
ty Academy’s social media
handles.
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Try it! (Clockwise from below) Kavya
Ramachandran on the ukulele; the
instrument is getting popular on
social media; Harry D'Cruz, a kazoo
beatboxer =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

(:) I don’t pack away my ukulele
any longer. I sleep with it on
my bed, and play it first thing
in the morning. I owe my
survival of the pandemic to it

KAVYA RAMACHANDRAN

SWETA AKUNDI

A house under lockdown can get
lonely. So when Kavya Ramachandran
dusted the covers off her ukulele
months after she bought it, repaired its
strings nibbled away by rats in her
absence, and sat down to play ‘Leaving
on a Jet Plane’ by John Denver, it was
for one reason: “I live alone and I just
wanted to fill the house with some sort
of sound.”

The Chennai-based 26-year-old is not
a professional musician, but
nevertheless, has become attached to
the small four-stringed instrument

through the pandemic. “I don’t pack
away my uke any longer. I sleep with it
on my bed, and play it first thing in the
morning. I owe my survival of the
pandemic to it.”

Dealing with pandemic-induced
screen fatigue, people are showing an
interest in exploring hobbies they
would have normally picked up in their
childhood, and learning musical
instruments is a popular option. So
much so that instrument sellers are
now counting on beginners as a prime
customer base.

Kishore Das, CEO of Musee Musical,
one of the oldest instrument stores in

Chennai, says, “Before the pandemic,
50% of our business would come from

amateurs and 50% from professionals.”

Then two things happened — the
number of concerts and live
performances went down, while the
number of hobbyists rose. “Today, the
sales have shifted; 60%-70% comes
from beginners,” he says.

Noting this rise, Kishore has been
working at making online shopping for
beginners easier. “On our website, we
have included experts who can explain
to you how the instrument works. You
can listen to it and watch how it is
played, before buying,” he says.

encouraged by
easy-to-learn and
low-investment
instruments like the
ukulele and kazoo

The music starter pack

While guitars and keyboards are
evergreen, stores have seen a rise in
smaller, and relatively easier-to-play
instruments, explaining the rising
popularity of the ukulele.

Yash Gupta of Kadence Music says
that the number of ukuleles they sold
has gone up from 20,000 in 2019 to
over a lakh in 2021. “We are seeing the
same numbers that we used to see with
guitars, we believe that it will
eventually surpass guitar sales,” says
Yash, adding that after millennials, it is
most popular among the retired.

DIVYA KALA BHAVANI

Christopher Scott is “in love”
with In The Heights, specifically.
The 37-year-old choreographer,
known for the Step Up films, The
LXD competition series and
more, has pushed his creative en-
velope yet again on the set of In
The Heights, produced by Lin-
Manuel Miranda and directed by
John M Chu. The film is an adap-
tation of the novel and Broadway
show written by Quiara Alegria
Hudes, who is also the feature
film’s screenwriter.

It would have been great to see
some of the musical’s large-scale
dance sequences on the big
screen: 90 men in a New York pu-
blic pool frugging, and an all-cast
number in the neighbourhood of
Washington Heights, New York.
But owing to cinema halls shut-
down across India as per the pan-
demic, In The Heights did not en-
joy a theatrical release here.
However the film is available for
rent on most OTT and VOD plat-
forms now.

Over the phone from Los An-
geles, Scott says In The Heights is
“a love letter to dance, to the La-
tin and hip-hop culture, the spec-
ific styles of dance. It is also a
love letter to a very specific
neighbourhood that incorpo-
rates voices of the people who
grew up and live there, directly
into the choreography.”

Indeed, it follows the daily
challenges and triumphs expe-
rienced by Latin families in
Washington Heights, New York

GAUTAM SUNDER

Pooja Hegde’s upcoming releases
make for intimidating reading:
Most Eligible Bachelor, Radhe
Shyam, Acharya, Cirkus, Beast
and Bhaijaan. Her co-stars in-
clude the likes of Prabhas, Vijay,
Ranveer Singh and Salman Khan.
This week it was announced that
she’s reuniting with director Tri-
vikram Srinivas for Telugu super-
star Mahesh Babu’s next project.

Even though her last release
was in January 2020, the pan-In-
dian star has been busy through-
out the course of the pandemic,
not only shooting for a series of
big-budget projects, but also with
her foundation All About Love,
through which she pledges a por-
tion of her salary to charity. Ex-
cerpts from an interview:

It has been 18 months since
your last release; how have
you stayed relevant?

@ 1 think I was one of the lucky
ones who had a release just be-
fore the pandemic (Telugu film

CcM
K

A love
letter to
dance

As Lin-Manuel

Miranda’s In The Heights

finally comes to India, the

musical-drama’s

choreographer Christopher

Scott talks about Latinx

cultural storytelling
through dance

City. The film stars Anthony Ra-
mos, Melissa Barrera, Lin-Ma-
nuel Miranda, Leslie Grace, Ste-
phanie Beatriz and more.

Scott, who has worked with
Chu for more than 10 years, says
the director has “kind of raised
me in my career as a choreogra-
pher where he opened my tours
from the very beginning.” That
said, Scott believes In The
Heights is a culmination of that
decade’s hard work and
collaboration.

In The Heights marks a profes-
sional and personal level-up for
Scott because of “the huge res-
ponsibility to deliver, because
you are representing a neigh-
bourhood and the creator grew
up there so you better not mess it

Making an impact Pooja Hegde
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Ala Vaikunthapurramuloo). It
was a huge success. It also had a
second coming of sorts on Net-
flix, where a lot of non-Telugu
speaking viewers accessed, and
liked me in it, and went on to
watch some of my older films.

Have you consciously
avoided the OTT space?

»

up!” Scott then drew from a per-
sonal love for the Latin culture
through various dance styles
such as Mambo on 2 and Litefeet,
also onboarding respected chore-
ographer Eddie Torres Jr (whose
father created Mambo No 2). The
team also infused a lot of rarely-
seen street-styles in musicals.
“Hip-hop is one of the stronger
elements in the music so this film
opened the door to showcase
this. There was pressure where if
this wasn’t a success, they
wouldn't want to do it again.”
The film tackles socio-econom-
ic themes of gentrification and
dance has certainly been a vehi-
cle for the character’s emotive
responses to their neighbour-
hood being ‘white-washed’. Scott

Big
league

Pooja Hegde on
working with the
A-listers of Indian
cinema in her
upcoming projects

@ Not at all. Last year, I had all
these films lined up for theatrical
release and the producers have
stuck to their guns, instead of opt-
ing for an OTT release. I'm defi-
nitely open to doing it (streaming
content) if something interesting
comes my way.

Your career stands out for its

Rhythm and flow A still from In
The Heights = wARNER BROS PICTURES

points out,

“The number one thing is that
there were so many conversa-
tions all the time with everyone
involved, specifically people from
the culture.”

Given his love for different cul-
tures, Scott is more than ready to
foray into Indian cinema. “Get me
out there!” he laughs, “I almost
got to work on Heartbeats (2017)
and I researched about a lot of
traditional
where dance is such an integral
part of the festivities.”

In The Heights is available now
on Apple TV, Book My Show
Stream, Google and YouTube.

commercial hits, headlined
by A-list male leads. How do
you make an impact in films
that cater to the hero’s fans?
e I stand by this rule: the time
that you appear on-screen has to
be memorable. The perfect ex-
ample is Ala Vaikunthapurramu-
loo. The biggest part of the film
was the songs — be it ‘Samajavara-
gamana’ or ‘Butta Bomma’ — and
they were about the girl! So it’s
about what I'm doing with the
time that is given to me. Then, it’s
about relationships. If someone
like a Raju Hirani or Sanjay Leela
Bhansali or SS Rajamouli calls me
tomorrow, I’'m not going to ask
them for a narration! In fact,
that’s what happened when Rohit
Shetty approached me for Cirkus.

Does stardom scare you?

It’s because of fans that I've got-
ten so far in the industry. Whe-
never I hear that someone has
driven for two hours to go to a
theatre or spent their pocket mo-
ney to watch a film of mine, I ge-
nuinely feel touched.

Pune-based Luv Mahtani, who
teaches the ukulele online, says that in
the past three years he has taught the
three-month beginner course to over a
100 people, and 50 of those were in the
last year alone.

“I think it has become the kind of
phenomenon it has, post-pandemic in
India, partly because of social media.
This may sound trivial...” he observes,
with a laugh, “But instruments such as
the uke fit better on a vertical video (on
Tik Tok, Instagram Reels, and YouTube
Shorts) than a bulkier instrument like
the guitar. So the aesthetics may work
in its favour.”

It helps, of course, when the
instrument is less intimidating for
someone just starting out. The kazoo is
a great example of this. Consisting of a
hollow pipe with a hole in it, it modifies
the players’ voice and turns it into a
buzzing sound when they hum or sing
into it.

“The kazoo is an easy instrument to
master. All you have to have is a sense
of humming and

G) The kazoo is an easy

possess basic breath control,” says
Bengaluru-based kazoo player Harry
D’Cruz, noting, “Ever since the
pandemic, a lot of people have
resorted to music as a stress-buster. For
many music lovers, learning the kazoo
was one such activity.”

The American-made instrument
developed to play Georgian strains in
the late 1800s is now finding itself in
places as varied as Carnatic, to
beatboxing — Harry is in fact, one of
India’s first kazoo beatboxers and
throughout the pandemic phase, has
been working on improving this
musical marriage, making covers of
‘Pink Panther’ and ‘Mr Bean’. The
instrument, handed out as party
favours in the US, is cheap; a metal one
costs less than ¥500.

The economics of it
And for a beginner, the question on
investing in a musical instrument is a
major one. “I am somebody who
abandons hobbies easily,” shares
Kavya, “A guitar would have cost me
over 312,000, whereas I got the
uke for ¥3,000.”
The same logic applies to
the percussion instruments

instrument to master. like damru and dholak

All you have to have is priced between 2400 to

asense of humming ?900., a tentl} of their

and possess basic costlier cousins: the tabla
and mridangam. Which

breath control is why, 32-year-old

HARRY D'CRUZ Aiyadurai Iyer, a
Mumbeai-based payroll

manager in the HR industry,
recommends bongo drums for
anyone interested in rhythm
patterns.
“The bongo drum is a very
user-friendly instrument that
communicates music. Even a child

| with a liking for music can just hit it to

produce a particular rhythm,” says
Aiyadurai, who used the last year to
master this Afro-Cuban instrument.
Aiyadurai is self-taught, as is Kavya.
“Ilearnt how to play through chord
sheets and YouTube tutorials,” she
says, “I am not sure if my technique is
right. I don’t even know all the chords’
names; I know the finger positions
instead. But all that doesn’t matter,
because I am only playing for myself.”
With inputs from
Srinivasa Ramanujan

Rewind with tea and biscuits

In the midst of a challenging year, Britannia relaunches its
40-year-old Milk Bikis formula, complete with retro packaging

MEGHNA MAJUMDAR

When a biscuit becomes a meme, you know it
has struck a chord. “There is a deep-rooted emo-
tion of growing up with Milk Bikis — a feeling that
this biscuit is a marker of childhood,” says Vinay
Subramanyam, VP - marketing, Britannia Indus-
tries. He adds that he has been seeing memes
floating around social media, connecting the bis-
cuit to children from the ’80s and ’90s. Now
adults, but still chasing the comfort of simpler

cades of recipe updates and fortifications, the

new launch features biscuits with the old taste —

times by dipping ‘bikkis’ into tea.
Vinay discusses the decision to cash in on this

product’s emotional strength, particularly in Ta-
mil Nadu, in the midst of a difficult year. The
brand has relaunched its original, classic
packaging and recipe,

«
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and familiar floral pattern — that children of the
1990s grew up with.

A ’90s child himself, Vinay is enthusiastic
about the relaunch. “We just casually did a cam-
paign to check how many people wanted to have
classic Milk Bikis, and got more than one million
responses,” he says, adding, “Typically, innova-
tions and brand moves like these are very inter-
nal decisions by the organisation. But here, the

consumers decided this. That is what

mabkes it special.”

Some of these consumers, he

adds, are closer to the office

than others: old, retired em-
ployees of Britannia, as

in a nostalgic bid to at- well as distributors and re-
tract customers eager m tailers, have been calling
for familiar comfort. 2 o to check on the classic
The focus of the & M’Ik packaging.

launch is Tamil Nadu, b’- The limited edition pro-
a State where it boasts ;?F" : B'k duct is available in retail
a 40-year-old legacy P ‘:‘,} stores across the State.
and a 95% market Q.._.,.,_

share. Foregoing de-

= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Indian weddings
THE GUARDIAN QUICK CROSSWORD-13425
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[SIAUE e e
’ 8 | ¢t e e
9 0 E other puzzlles online,
u scan the QR code.
5 Washbowl (5)
i 2 13 6 ‘Humph’, English jazz musician and
broadcaster, d. 2008 (9)
7 The next world (7,4)
8 Newspapers engaging in
14 15 [16 sensational journalism (6,5)
= 12 Frequency (9)
16 Puzzles — riddles (7)
8 5 50 17 'Support' for a disabled person
while walking (6)
19 Flower — stringed instrument (5)
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The solution will appear in
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52 August 19, 2021.
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m Across medical students (7)
1 Fortune-teller’s essential 20 Interior (5)
equipment? (7,4) 21 Chaps (3)
9 Haughty (9) 22 Hopeful people (9)
10 Greek letter T (3) 24 Mystic shape (anag) — branch of
11 Dull and laborious routine (5) philosophy (11)
13 Overbearing self-esteem (7) m Down
14 Hidden — mysterious (6) 2 Tear (3)
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Taliban could take over Kabul
in 90 days: U.S. intelligence

Militants control 65% of Afghanistan, and have taken or are fighting for 11 cities

REUTERS
WASHINGTON/KABUL

The Taliban could isolate Af-
ghanistan’s capital Kabul in
30 days and potentially take
it over in 90 days, a U.S. de-
fense official told Reuters on
Wednesday, citing a U.S. in-
telligence assessment.

Taliban militants have ta-
ken control of eight provin-
cial capitals in six days, a
pace that has surprised U.S.
officials.

Taliban now control 65%
of Afghanistan and have ta-
ken or threaten to take 11
provincial capitals, a senior
EU official said on Tuesday.

The U.S. official, speaking
on the condition of anonym-
ity,said the new assessment
followed the rapid gains the
Taliban had been making
around Afghanistan.
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Complete chaos: Taliban insurgents and Afghans gathering in
the city of Farah in Afghanistan on Wednesday. =ar

“But this is not a foregone
conclusion,” the official ad-
ded, saying the Afghan se-
curity forces could reverse
the momentum by putting
up more resistance against
the insurgent group.

The United States has es-

sentially pulled all troops out
of Afghanistan, except those
staying to protect the U.S.
Embassy and airport in Ka-
bul, with the military mis-
sion set to end on August 31.

On Wednesday, the Tali-
ban took control of Faizabad

Sri Lanka files charges against
25 people for Easter bombings

Chief Justice asked to appoint special Bench to hear cases

ASSOCIATED PRESS

COLOMBO

Sri Lanka has filed 23,270
charges against 25 people in
connection with the 2019
Easter Sunday suicide bomb
attacks on churches and ho-
tels that killed 269 people,
the President’s office said on
Wednesday.

The charges filed on Tues-
day under the country’s an-
ti-terror law include conspir-
ing to murder, aiding and
abetting, collecting arms
and ammunition, and at-
tempted murder, it said.

The Attorney General also

Germany 5
detains alleged
Russianspy

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BERLIN

German prosecutors said
on Wednesday that they
have detained a British citi-
zen who is accused of spy-
ing for Russia while work-
ing at the British Embassy
in Berlin.

Federal prosecutors said
the man was detained on
Tuesday in the city of Pots-
dam based on cooperative
investigations by German
and British authorities.

China approves first
mixed-vaccine trial as
Delta variant spreads

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BEIJING

China’s drug regulator has approved the
country’s first mixed-vaccine trial, a com-
pany involved in the study said, as the ra-
pid spread of the Delta variant raises con-
cern about the efficacy of domestically

produced jabs.

The trial will test the efficacy of combin-
ing an “inactivated” vaccine made by Chi-
na’s Sinovac with a DNA-based one deve-
loped by U.S. pharmaceutical company
Inovio, a statement issued on Tuesday
said. The statement was put out by Advac-
cine Biopharmaceuticals Suzhou, Inovio’s

trial partner in China.

Preclinical work has found that “two dif-
ferent vaccine applications... produce an
even stronger and more balanced immune
response”, Advaccine chairman Wang Bin

said in the statement.

There are several types of COVID-19 vac-
cines, including those using an inactivated
or weakened virus to generate an immune
response, and more cutting-edge RNA- or
DNA-based jabs that use engineered ver-
sions of the coronavirus’ genetic code to
create a protein that safely prompts an im-

mune respor;se}rl. ) ﬁl Particulars Date & Time

. le{e out of the SEVEN vaccines apprgved 1. |Date & time of release of bid 11/08/2021, 5:30 PM

in China are two-shot inactivated vaccines. Start Date & Time | End Date & Time
Their published efficacy lags RNA jabs by 2. (Date & time of Online bid submission 11/08/2021. 6 PM 117/0812021. 11 AM
Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna, which have 3. |Date & time of online Technical bid opening 17/0812021, 11.30 AM
pre-Delta success rates above 90%. 4. |Date of opening of Price Bid To be informed to the qualified bidders

The World Health Organization has said
there is still not enough data to say wheth-
er using two different vaccines together is

safe or can boost immunity.

China is battling its worst coronavirus
outbreak in months, with officials saying
many of those infected had already been
vaccinated. Beijing is yet to approve any

asked the Chief Justice to ap-
point a special three-mem-
ber High Court Bench to
hear the cases speedily, it
said in a statement.

Two groups blamed
Two local Muslim groups
that had pledged allegiance
to the Islamic State group
were blamed for the six
near-simultaneous suicide
bomb attacks on April 21,
2019. The blasts targeted
three churches and three
hotels.

Another suicide bomber
who had entered a fourth

hotel left without setting off
his bomb, but later commit-
ted suicide by detonating his
explosives at a different
location.

Friction and a communi-
cation breakdown between
then-President Maithripala
Sirisena and then-Prime Mi-
nister Ranil Wickremes-
inghe were blamed for the
government’s failure to act
on near-specific foreign in-
telligence warnings ahead of
the attacks. That led to the
election of President Gota-
baya Rajapaksa on a plat-
form of national security.

— the capital of the north-
eastern province of Badakh-
shan, the eighth provincial
capital they captured in less
than a week.

The city fell as President
Ashraf Ghani landed in Ma-
zar-i-Sharif to rally its defen-
ders as Taliban militants
closed in on the biggest city
in the north.

After a long battle in Faiza-
bad, government forces re-
treated to a neighbouring
district, Jawad Mujadidi, a
provincial council member
from Badakhshan said.

He said Taliban fighters
had taken most of the pro-
vince and laid siege to Faiza-
bad before launching an of-
fensive on Tuesday. The far
northeastern province of Ba-
dakhshan borders Tajikis-
tan, Pakistan and China.

Biden to host democracy summit in Dec.

A second summit, this time in-person, will follow about a year later

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN
In line with his campaign
message on foreign policy,
U.S. President Joe Biden will
host a ‘Summit for Democra-
cy’, virtually, on December
9-10, around three themes:
defending against authori-
tarianism, fighting corrup-
tion, and promoting respect
for human rights. The sum-
mit will gather together
heads of state, civil society,
philanthropy, and the priv-
ate sector, the White House
announced on Wednesday.

A second summit, this
time in-person, will follow
about a year later, the White
House said. “In his first six
months in office, the Presi-
dent has reinvigorated de-
mocracy at home, vaccinat-
ing 70% of population,
passing the American Res-
cue plan, and advancing bi-
partisan legislation to invest
in our infrastructure and
competitiveness,” it said.

On foreign policy, the

I

Renewing democracy: The summit will gather together heads
of state, civil society, philanthropy, and the private sector. =ap

statement said Mr. Biden had
rebuilt America’s alliances
with other democracies,
“rallying the world to stand
up against human rights
abuses, to address the cli-
mate crisis, and to fight the
global pandemic, including
by donating hundreds of mil-
lions of vaccine doses.” Mr.
Biden ran for President on a
platform that promised an

American  re-engagement
with the world and to “re-
new” American democracy.
In discussion with its foreign
partners and on foreign vi-
sits, the U.S. messaging has
included — sometimes pre-
emptively — the idea that de-
mocratic norms are under
threat domestically as well
and they need fixing.

The Summit is seen as one

Senate passes massive infrastructure Bill

Biden celebrates major bipartisan win, vows to transform America

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Joe Biden
hailed the Senate passage on
Tuesday of a “historic” $1.2
trillion infrastructure pack-
age, celebrating a major bi-
partisan win on a plan he
vowed would “transform
America.”

By funding work on roads,
bridges and ports, as well as
clean water and high-speed
internet, Mr. Biden said the
Bill — which still needs
House approval — would
create thousands of high-
paying jobs for people with-
out college degrees.

“This historic investment
infrastructure is what I be-

lieve you, the American peo-
ple, want,” he said in a White
House address. “This Bill
shows that we can work to-
gether,” he added.

Some seven weeks after
the Democratic leader stood
with senators from both par-
ties hailing a preliminary
agreement, the bill received
rare bipartisan support in
Washington’s highly-polar-
ized political atmosphere.

Needing just a simple ma-
jority, it passed by 69 votes
to 30 with backing from a
third of Republican Sena-
tors. The measure now faces
a make-or-break vote in the
House of Representatives in
coming weeks, where its fu-

ture is less certain as divi-
sions have sprung up in the
Democratic majority.

Democratic Senate major-
ity leader Chuck Schumer
credited Mr. Biden for win-
ning approval of “the first
major infrastructure pack-
age in over a decade on a bi-
partisan basis” after just se-
ven months in office. “It’s
been a long and winding
road, but we have persisted,”
Mr. Schumer said.

The ambitious plan pro-
vides for $550 billion in new
federal spending on tran-
sport infrastructure, but also
for public transit, broadband
internet, and clean water, as
well as electric charging sta-

tions and other measures to
fight climate change. The to-
tal price tag relies on other
public funds that have alrea-
dy been appropriated.

In a deeply divided Wash-
ington, the Bill’s final appro-
val would mark a resounding
victory for Mr. Biden, a form-
er senator who touts his abil-
ity to reach across the aisle.

In a sign of the continued
influence wielded by former
president Donald Trump,
three Republican senators
who participated in the ne-
gotiations announced they
would not support the plan
after Mr. Trump threatened
reprisals for helping to hand
Mr. Biden a political win.

way to counter growing Chi-
nese influence. In his March
2021 ‘Interim National Secur-
ity Strategic Guidance’ to
agencies and departments,
Mr Biden had written: “I be-
lieve we are in the midst of
an historic and fundamental
debate about the future di-
rection of our world. There
are those who argue that, gi-
ven all the challenges we
face, autocracy is the best
way forward. And there are
those who understand that
democracy is essential to
meeting all the challenges of
our changing world.”

Wednesday’s announce-
ment suggested that there
would be country-wise com-
mitments made at the first
summit. “ Following a year
of consultation, coordina-
tion, and action, President
Biden will then invite world
leaders to gather once more
to showcase progress made
against  their = commit-
ments.,” it said.

Sudan to hand
Bashir over for
genocide trial

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KHARTOUM

Sudan will hand long-time
autocrat Omar al-Bashir to
the International Criminal
Court along with other offi-
cials wanted over the Dar-
fur conflict, Foreign Minis-
ter Mariam al-Mahdi said
on Wednesday.

Mr. Bashir, 77, has been
wanted by the ICC for more
than a decade over charges
of genocide, war crimes
and crimes against human-
ity in the Sudanese region.
The “Cabinet decided to
hand over wanted officials
to the ICC,” Ms. Mahdi was
quoted as saying.

Canada slams China’s jailing of Michael Spavor as ‘unacceptable and unjust’

Canadian businessman receives
11-year jail term on spying charges

ANANTH KRISHNAN

Canada on Wednesday
slammed China’s sentencing
of businessman Michael Spa-
vor to 11 years in jail on spy-
ing charges, calling for his
immediate release.

Mr. Spavor and Michael
Kovrig, a former Canadian
diplomat, were both de-
tained in 2018, in cases
dubbed by Canada as “hos-
tage diplomacy”. Their de-
tentions in China shortly fol-

lowed Canada’s arrest of top
Huawei executive Meng
Wangzhou at Vancouver air-
port, based on a U.S. warrant
accusing the Chinese tele-
com company of violating
Iran sanctions. The case of
Ms. Meng, who is the daught-
er of Huawei founder Ren
Zhengfei, is ongoing and she
is facing extradition to the
U.S. if found guilty, with a
verdict expected in coming
weeks.

The 1l-year sentence for
Mr. Spavor came a day after
another court in China
upheld a death sentence for
a Canadian accused of drug
smuggling, in another case
seen by Canadian officials as
linked to Ms. Meng’s case.
Robert Schellenberg had
been arrested in 2014 and la-
ter sentenced to 15 years in
prison. The verdict was
changed to a death sentence
in early 2019, also shortly af-
ter Ms. Meng’s arrest.

Both verdicts this week
came as hearings in Ms.
Meng’s case reach their con-

Michael Spavor

clusion. On Wednesday, the
court in Dandong, in north-
eastern Liaoning, said Mr.
Spavor was convicted “of
spying on China’s national

secrets” and was ordered to
be deported. Deportations of
foreigners often follow the
serving of their sentences,
but the time served before
deportation could be re-
duced at the discretion of
judicial authorities. The
courts in China are con-
trolled by the Communist
Party. Mr. Kovrig’s trial
opened in March and he is
awaiting a verdict. The Party-
run Global Times said Mr.
Kovrig “was accused of using
an ordinary passport and bu-
siness visa to enter China to
steal sensitive information

and intelligence through
contacts in China since 2017,
while Spavor was accused of
being a key source of intelli-
gence for Kovrig.”

The three cases, and Ms.
Meng’s ongoing trial, have
strained Canada’s relations
with China. The detentions
of Mr. Spavor and Mr. Kovrig
have been seen by Canada as
pressure points being used
by China on the Huawei case,
and criticised as “hostage di-
plomacy”. Chinese officials
have rejected that charge,
and instead have accused Ca-
nada of taking Ms. Meng

“hostage” at the behest of
the U.S. and demanded her
release.

Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau, in a strong
statement on Wednesday, hit
out at Mr. Spavor’s convic-
tion and sentencing, saying it
was “absolutely unaccepta-
ble and unjust”. “The verdict
for Mr. Spavor comes after
more than two and a half
years of arbitrary detention,
a lack of transparency in the
legal process, and a trial that
did not satisfy even the mini-
mum standards required by
international law,” he said.

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT, GOVT.GENERAL HOSPITAL, KADAPA.
RC.No0.138/G1/GGH/KDP/2021, Dt: -08-2021
TENDER NOTIFICATION

Interested agencies are invited by the Superintendent, Govt. General Hospital, Kadapa
for the auction of the condemned 16 slice CT scan machine in the department of
Radiology, Govt. General Hospital, Kadapa. The agencies willing to dismantle the
equipment as per AERB norms shall participate in the auction schedules to be held on
26-08-2021 at 5.00 p.m. The applications shall be sold on all working days from
12-08-2021 t026-08-2021from 10.30 a.m. t0 5.00 p.m.

Sd/- SUPERINTENDENT, GOVT. GENERAL HOSPITAL, KADAPA.

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU

Highways Department,
Trichy(H) NABARD and Rural Roads,Circle.
TENDER NOTICE

ONLINE ONLY
Tender Notice No.07/2021-22/SDO/Dated 09.8.2021.

through online only.

DIPR/2368/Tender/2021

For and on behalf of Governor of Tamilnadu Percentage Tender (Two Cover System) will
be received by the Superintending Engineer (H) NABARD & Rural Roads Circle, Trichy, for
Eight Bridge works under NABARD RIDF - XXV1/2020-21 (50 BRIDGE WORKS, 26 BRIDGE
WORKS, 21 BRIDGE WORKS and STATE FUND) loan Assistance scheme in respect of Trichy,
Pudukkottai & Madurai (H) NABARD & Rural Roads Divisions upto 14.00 hours on 14.9.2021

Details of works, approximate value of work, EMD, availability of tender documents and all

other details are available from 26.8.2021 onwards in the Government website http://tntenders.gov.in
If any changes / Corrections etc in the tender, it will be published on the above website only.

NABARD and Rural Roads Circle,Trichy.

Superintending Engineer(H)

osme |

mentioned below:

£~ Odisha State Medical Corporation Limited
In front of Ram Mandir, Convent Square, Unit - Il
Bhubaneswar - 751 001
Tel. : (0674) 2380660, Website: www.osmcl.nic.in, Email: logistics.osmcl.od@nic.in
NOTICE INVITING BID
Bid Reference No.: OSMCL/2021-22/COVID /31

Online Bids through e-Tender portal (https://tendersodisha.gov.in) are invited from eligible
bidders for supply of Intravenous Immunoglobulin, 5 GM/100ml as per the particulars

assigning any reason thereof.

foreign vaccines for domestic use. CAD-851

cM
K

The bid document with all information relating to the bidding process including Prequalification
criteria and terms & conditions are available in the websites: www.osmcl.nic.in and

https://tendersodisha.gov.in. OSMCL reserves the right to reject or modify any conditions
of the tender or cancel the tender or cancel the issued purchase order at any stage without

Sd /- Managing Director,
OSMC Ltd., Odisha

OIPR-10112/11/0045/2122_

»

ADDITIONAL SKILL ACQUISITION PROGRAMME KERALA
A GOVERNMENT COMPANY REGISTERED UNDER THE COMPANIES ACT 2013
(THIRD FLODR, TRANS TOWERS, VAZHUTHACAUD, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM -14)

TENDER NOTICE

Additional Skill Acquisition Programme (ASAP) Kerala invites
proposals from reputed dealers, suppliers, manufacturers
for the Supply and Installation of Augmented Reality (AR) /
Virtual Reality (VR) Equipment for CSPs of ASAP.

Bid submission end date : 31.08.2021 05.00 PM
Technical Bid Opening date: 02.09.2021 12.00 PM

sd/-

&)

TAMIL NADU GENERATION AND DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LTD

Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)

Sl.| Tender Inviting Specification No. and Description of Due date & time for

No.|  Authority work / Material k of Tender
COAL (Ship) - 83 Time chartering of one self

1. CE M%%“G_MCALI trimming supramax geared vessel with the lay u tlsi?tgéflor?;urs
days from 1st October 2021 to 15th October 2021 P i

The tender Specification can be downloaded from TANGEDCO website, www.tangedco.gov.in

www.tenders.tn.gov.in, http:

Through the NIC portal https:// ders.gov.in/ni

gov.in/nicgeplapp at free of cost. Tender will be opened

DIPR/2377/Tender/2021

CHIEF ENGINEER/MECHANICAL/COAL

RAIL WHEEL FACTORY (&

Website: www.rwf.indianrailways.gov.in g

3

S
-

TENDER NOTICE No.RWF/S/P1/007/2021-22

dt: 10.08.2021

For more details: www.asapkerala.gov.in Chairperson &

Managing Director

On behalf of the President of India, Principal Chief Materials Manager invites
electronic Tenders from Interested Vendors for supply of the following items on
the Indian Railways E-Portal — www.ireps.gov.in. The Tender documents and
the Corrigenda to the Tenders, if any, will be available on the Portal only.

KARNATAKA STATE ROAD
/ TRANSPORT CORPORATION

Central Offices, Stores and Purchase Dept. ,
K.H. Road, Shanthinagar, Bengaluru-560027
NOTICE INVITING TENDER No. 03 Dated: 10.08.2021
Tenders (Pre-qualification and or commercial offers) through
e-procurement portal (https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in) are

invited for supply the following goods/services:

Sl.[Tender No.| Due date Short Description Qty
P1211516 | 26-08-2021|MS ANGLE CUT PIECES WELDABLE | 152276 kg

OF SIZE 75 X 75X6mm thickness X 75mm long to 1S:808-1989 & 1S:2062-
1992 Gr.A.SK.

2 [ P1211486 [ 02-09-2021[Modified 10 “ Pitch chain for light roller [742 Meters
conveyor as per RWF Drawing

3 [ P1211521 [ 02-09-2021[Magnesite Wet Ramming Mass as per |1042800 Kgs
RWEF specification

4| P1211541 [ 03-09-2021] Copper Coated Graphite Electrodes as| 148973 Nos

-

Tender |Last date for
Tender N lat Value in | submission
No. omenciature Lakhs Rs. | of tender @
(Approx.) | 17:00 Hrs.
G-16/ |Procurement of LED lamps
21-22 |with assembly 250.00 | 23.09.2021
A-12/ |Procurement of Spring
21-22 |Leaves 1200.00 | 13.09.2021
A-13/ Procurement of U Bolts
21-22 Centre Bolts and Spring 300.00 23.09.2021
Clamps

Further any addendum / corrigendum in respect of change in
calendar of events, specification, scope, other tender terms
and conditions etc., will be uploaded / published through
e-portal only.

Note: Interested suppliers need toregisterin the e-procurement
portal. For furtherinformation loginto https://eproc.karnataka.
gov.in. In case of further assistance, contact e-procurement
cell (Phone No. 080-22230960, 080-22234115). Interested
suppliers may also contact e-procurement cell for training on
bid submission. Mail to eprocurementhelpdesk@gmail.com
for further information of required. sdf

Controller of Stores & Purchases,
DIPR/DDU/LC/1142/2021-22 (Tender Inviting Authority)
COVID-19 - DON'T SPREAD RUMOURS. ACT RESPONSIBLY, AVOID INFECTION-NOT THE INFECTED.

@ @ . Maintain

o  6Feet o T
’ w Follow Physical ' ’ @§ Hand
Distancing S~ Hygiene

Wear
Mask

per RWF specification

Principal Chief Materials Manager

PUNJAB STATE GRAINS PROCUREMENT CORPORATION (PUNGRAIN)
Anaaj Bhawan, Sector 39-C, Chandigarh- 160036
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

e-Tender for Supply of LDPE Black Polythene Tarpaulins for KMS 2021-22

Online tenders under two bid system are invited from manufacturers
for the F.O.R delivery of 78,000 LDPE Black Polythene Tarpaulins to State
procuring agencies in various districts in the State of Punjab.

Online bids can be submitted from 11:00 A.M. on 12.08.2021 till 03.00
P.M on 26.08.2021. The Technical bids will be opened on 26.08.2021 at 04:00
P.M. in Pungrain office Committee Room, 1st Floor, Anaaj Bhawan, Sector-39
C, Chandigarh in the presence of bidders who may wish to be present. The
date and time of opening of financial bids will be notified online to technically
eligible bidders.

The tender form along with detailed terms & conditions can be
downloaded from e-Procurement portal of the Government of Punjab i.e.
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in on payment of Rs. 5000/- only (Rupees Five
thousand only) per Tender form (non refundable). The terms and conditions
of the tender are also available on the website www.foodsuppb.gov.in.

Note: The tenders will be accepted through e-Tendering only. Any further
communication will be done through e-Tendering site in form of addendum/
corrigendum. MD, Pungrain reserves the right to cancel the tender without
assigning any reason thereof.

DPRPB- NA/12/4123/2021/6703 Managing Director, PUNGRAIN

M ND-NDE
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MARKET WATCH

11-08-2021 % CHANGE

Sensex 54526 -0.053
US Dollar 74.44 -0.01
Gold 45130 0.04
Brent oil 69.79 -1.57
PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports 699.15 6.15
Asian Paints 2972.60 -4.55
Axis Bank 760.80. -0.75
Bajaj Auto 3727.15.....-70.80
Bajaj Finserv 14206.20....169.70
Bajaj Finance 6167.80 -2.30
Bharti Airtel 620.85 -1.35
BPCL 450.00. 5.30
Britannia Ind 3625.50 11.70
Cipla 909.85 -2.75
Coal India 143.95 1.75
Divis Lab 4919.10......-35.95
Dr Reddys Lab 4744.85 24.90
Eicher Motors 2718.25 16.10
Grasim Ind 1502.40. 11.80
HCL Tech 1066.95 3.25
HDFC 2658.50.....-13.15
HDFC Bank 1494.95....-12.70
HDFC Life 666.65 -3.65
Hero MotoCorp 2781.60 15.45
Hindalco 436.65 9.70
Hind Unilever 2390.45 8.65
ICICI Bank 693.55 -7.35
IndusInd Bank 1041.20. 7.60
Infosys 1677.55 0.30
Indian OilCorp 104.65 2.40
ITC 208.65 -1.20
JSW Steel 749.10....... 26.95
Kotak Bank 1780.60.....-32.65
L&T 1583.30 -5.15
M&m 778.70 -7.60
Maruti Suzuki 7021.50 19.55
Nestle India Ltd. ... 18167.80... -105.50
NTPC 116.95 2.60
ONGC 117.00 2.15
PowerGrid Corp 176.35 3.75
Reliance Ind 2117.30.......29.25
SBI Life 1135.40. 7.80
State Bank 428.05 1.60
Shree Cement 26547.50...-570.15
Sun Pharma 779.55....-13.80
Tata  Consumer
Products Ltd. 765.00 -6.90
Tata Motors 295.45 1.25
Tata Steel 1426.20 52.60
TCS 3344.20.....10.30
Tech Mahindra 1323.60. 0.55
Titan 1789.40. -9.80
UltraTech Cement.....7452.45.....-21.70
UPL 773.80 2.70
Wipro 601.25 -2.60

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on August 11

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL
US Dollar 74.23.....74.55
Euro 87.02......87.39
British Pound 102.89.... 103.37
Japanese Yen (100) .. 67.18....67.49
Chinese Yuan 11.46 11.51
Swiss Franc 80.55.......80.90
Singapore Dollar 54.65 54.89
Canadian Dollar 59.01....59.30
Malaysian Ringitt 17.55 17.64

Source:Indian Bank

IN BRIEF

I-T dept. to refund FY21's
late fee, excess interest
NEW DELHI

The I-T Department on
Wednesday said it will refund
the excess interest and late
fee paid by taxpayers due to
software error while filing
ITR for 2020-21. The last
date for filing was extended
till September 30. Some
taxpayers complained that
interest and late fee was
charged while filing income
tax return after July 31. pmi

'Returned ¥21,000 crore
in 6 shuttered schemes’
NEW DELHI

Franklin Templeton Mutual
Fund (MF) on Wednesday
said it has returned over
%21,000 crore to unit
holders of six shuttered debt
schemes till date.

This amounts to 84% of
assets under management
(AUM) as of April 23, 2020,
when the fund house
announced to shut its six
debt mutual fund schemes,
citing redemption pressures
and lack of liquidity in the
bond market. e

KFC, Pizza Hut operator
Sapphire files IPO papers
NEW DELHI

Sapphire Foods India Ltd.,
which operates KFC and
Pizza Hut outlets, has filed
draft papers with capital
markets regulator SEBI to
raise funds through an initial
public offering (IPO). The
initial share-sale will be
entirely an offer-for-sale
(OFS) of 17,569,941 equity
shares by promoters and
existing shareholders,
according to the draft red
herring prospectus. et

Eyewear brand Lenskart
to hire 2,300 people
BENGALURU

Lenskart, an omnichannel
eyewear brand, said it will
hire more than 2,000 people
by 2022 as part of its
expansion plan. The firm was
looking to add 1,500 retail
staff to manage stores, 300
to support-supply chain and
manufacturing operations,
100 techies, data scientists,
data engineers, business
analysts and other domain
experts, 100 for corporate
functions and 300 for
international teams, it said.

cM
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Govt. to completely exit erstwhile PSUs

DIPAM’s Pandey says awaiting court orders for other divestments, hinting at Hindustan Zinc, Balco

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The government is eyeing a
sale of its residual stakes in
erstwhile public sector firms
like Paradeep Phosphates,
Hindustan Zinc and Balco,
which were privatised dur-
ing the Atal Behari Vajpayee
regime, a top finance minis-
try official said.

“We intend to exit from
Paradeep Phosphates, a dis-
investment done way back in
2002,” Department of In-
vestment and Public Asset
Management Secretary Tu-
hin Kanta Pandey said on
Wednesday. “We are retain-
ing some stake that we will
completely exit this year. We
also have the intention to ex-
it some of the other entities,
subject to court rulings as
there are some court stays
out there,” he added.

[ i

In limbo: The Centre still owns 29.5% in Hindustan Zinc, with
the sale held up since 2016 after an SC stay. =c.v.SUBRAHMANYAM

The government still owns
49% stake in aluminium pro-
ducer Balco and 29.5% in
Hindustan Zinc, with the lat-
ter’s sale held up since 2016
following a Supreme Court
stay. With both the firms
staying highly profitable af-

Exploring acquisitions,
says ITC chairman Puri

‘Hotel unit to track asset-right strategy’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

ITC Ltd. is exploring inor-
ganic opportunities as part
of its vision for the next ho-
rizon, chairman Sanjiv Puri
said, addressing sharehol-
ders online at the 110th An-
nual General Meeting on
Wednesday.

“This was manifest in the
earlier acquisition of Savlon
and Nimyle brands and...
Sunrise Foods,” he said.

“Business segments... in-
congruent to our growth as-
pirations, such as the Lifes-
tyle Retailing Business, have
been shrunk. Whilst exist-
ing growth platforms com-
prising megabrands will be
scaled up..., new platforms,
whether developed or ac-
quired, will be nurtured to
power growth across time

PwC India to
create 10,000
additional jobs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Global consultancy firm
PwC India on Wednesday
said it will invest up to
1,600 crore and create ad-
ditional 10,000 jobs in the
next five years.

Announcing a new busi-
ness strategy — ‘The New
Equation’ — PwC India said
the firm would also in-
crease campus hiring by
more than five times in the
same time period.

The New Equation is
based on analysis of trends
and thousands of conversa-
tions with clients and sta-
keholders, the firm said.

“India has strong eco-
nomic fundamentals, a
huge advantage in the form
of its demographic divi-
dend and an ecosystem to
boost innovation,” said
Sanjeev Krishan, Chairman
PwC in India.

Sanjiv Puri

horizons.” In hotels, ITC
would pursue an ‘asset-
right* strategy. New bou-
tique brand, ‘The Storii’,
will offer travellers “curated
nature experiences.” In the
medium term, the asset-
right model is expected to
double the number of pro-
perties and the firm will
continue to examine alter-
native structures, he said.

ter the transfer of manage-
ment control to a private
player, these stakes could
yield a significant bonanza
for the exchequer.

“There is a very big priva-
tisation agenda. Apart from
the NCLT (insolvency pro-

L&T unit sells
hydel plant for
3985 crore

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Larsen & Toubro Ltd. (L&T)
has announced the divest-
ment of 100% stake in a hy-
droelectric power plant
owned by a subsidiary to
Renew Power Services Pvt.
Ltd. for 985 crore.

L&T Uttaranchal Hydro-
power Ltd. owns the 3 x 33
MW run-of-the-river hy-
droelectric plant. Renew
Power Services Pvt. Ltd. is
a wholly owned arm of Re-
new Power Pvt. Ltd.

The divestment is in line
with L&T’s intention to div-
est non-core assets and im-
prove shareholder value.

“This development is a
significant step in our ef-
fort to unlock the value of
our power-development
assets,” said D. K. Sen,
whole-time director, L&T.

PNB HF mulls raising
335,000-cr. debt capital

SAT order on Carlyle deal triggers move

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI
PNB Housing Finance is now
looking to raise 35,000
crore debt, after facing legal
hurdles in the Carlyle group
deal, days after SAT gave a
split verdict in the matter.
The company will seek
shareholders’ nod at its an-
nual general meeting (AGM)
on September 3, PNB Hous-
ing Finance said in a regula-
tory filing on Wednesday.
The company said it will
seek shareholders’ approval
for further fund raising by
way of debt issue.
“Shareholders’ approval
is being sought in the 33rd
AGM for further fund raising
by way of debt issue and the
shareholders are being re-
quested to authorise the
board of directors to offer,
from time to time, the sub-
scription of redeemable, se-

Valli Arunachalam seeks

to file fresh waiver plea
NCLT to hear case on September 15

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

The National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT), Chennai
has directed Valli Arunacha-
lam and her family to file a
withdrawal plea on an ear-
lier waiver petition, before
filing a fresh one in its case
against Ambadi Investments
(AIL), the holding firm of the
Murugappa Group and also
its family members.

Ms. Arunachalam had
sought to file a fresh waiver
plea to rectify the errors in
the previous one. Ambadi
strongly opposed the move
in a hearing on Wednesday

The earlier application
had sought waiver of the mi-
nimum shareholding re-
quirement of 10% for main-
taining the alleged
oppression and mismanage-
ment case against AIL and

»
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Valli Arunachalam

o
&

also its family members.

The family owns 8.21% in
Ambadi and falls short of
the minimum requirement
as per Sec. 244 of the Com-
panies Act, 2013. NCLT has
posted the hearing for Sep-
tember 15. Ms. Arunacha-
lam’s major charge is histo-
ry of gender discrimination
in the group and denial of
equal representation in
company affairs.

cured/unsecured non-con-

vertible debentures
aggregating to 335,000
crore in one or more tranch-
es,” it said in the filing.

On Monday, the Securi-
ties Appellate Tribunal
(SAT) gave a split verdict in
the firm’s appeal to the
court in the matter related
to 4,000 crore equity-fund
infusion led by its existing
investor Carlyle group and
others through preferential
allotment of shares and
warrants.

‘GWM to shift
some India
stake to Brazil

REUTERS
NEW DELHI/BEIJING

Great Wall Motor (GWM)
has decided to reallocate to
Brazil a portion of its $1-bil-
lion investment in India, as
the Chinese automaker has
been unnerved by a year-
long delay in winning go-
vernment approvals, three
sources told Reuters.

The reallocation, which
could range up to $300
million, comes as the
sources said the maker of
popular sport-utility vehi-
cles (SUVs) and pick-ups
was close to acquiring a
former Daimler plant in
Brazil to build cars.

“Brazil is almost a done
deal and it did not make
sense to keep the funds
blocked for India,” said one
of the sources, explaining
the rationale for the
change of focus.

cess), there will be a lot of as-
sets on offer from the public
sector. COVID-19 had an im-
pact... it is much more diffi-
cult to do a strategic sale as
the due diligence process is
extremely rigorous and
there were controls on tra-
vel,” Mr. Pandey told indus-
trialists at a CII national con-
clave, asserting that
disinvestment was now
‘back on track’.

Eols for CONCOR
Expressions of interest were
expected to be invited soon
for the sale of Container Cor-
poration of India (CONCOR),
once the  government
framed a land lease policy
for the firm’s holdings, Mr.
Pandey said.

The IDBI Bank sale pro-
cess had also begun.

“We intend to complete

the privatisation of Air India,
BPCL, Shipping Corporation
of India, BEML, Pawan Hans
and Nilanchal Ispat Nigam
Limited. These are the tran-
sactions where we have got
sufficient interest from bid-
ders and are now complet-
ing the second stage of the
due diligence and financial
bidding,” he informed.

On asset monetisation,
the Secretary said GAIL was
likely to come up with an of-
fering soon through the In-
frastructure Investment
Trust (InvIT) structure,
though there were still some
pending structural issues
that needed to be smooth-
ened as per the learnings of
the maiden InvIT from Po-
werGrid Corporation. More
airports would also be of-
fered as public-private part-
nership ventures, he added.

India Cements profit
more than doubles

‘Measures to cut costs aid bottomline’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI
The India Cements Ltd.
(ICL) said standalone net
profit for the first quarter
had more than doubled to
%37.42 crore, due to steps ta-
ken to control fixed costs,
administrative and market-
ing overheads, and other
discretionary expenses.
“The situation was more
like Q1 of last fiscal,” said
vice chairman and manag-
ing director, N. Srinivasan.
“ICL’s plant capacity utilisa-
tion went up from 35% to
50% as we expanded the
marketing zones to North,
Northeast and Central In-
dia, which helped in im-
proving the despatches dur-
ing these tough times of
severe lockdowns in the
main markets,” he added.

Revenue from
operations
climbed 35% to
11,022 crore

C

Revenue from operations
grew 35% to 31,022 crore.
Net plant realisation was 7%
lower due to the impact on
sales mix as home markets
were affected. On the out-
look, he said the Tamil Nadu
government was expected
to bolster housing and in-
frastructure development.

Andhra Pradesh and Te-
langana had begun imple-
menting irrigation, road-
building and other infras-
tructure projects as well as
new housing schemes, he
added. These developments
give room for cautious opti-
mism for cement demand in
the coming months, he said.

Centre to soon free up
untapped space in SEZs

Land, 30,000 cr. built area to find use

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The government will soon
free up unused built-up area
worth about 330,000 crore
and idle land inside Special
Economic Zones (SEZs) for
other economic activity,
Commerce Secretary B.V.R
Subrahmanyam said on
Wednesday at a CII event.

The move to free up un-
utilised land parcels is likely
to be operationalised by the
end of August, as part of a
simpler regulatory regime
that the government is ring-
ing in for SEZs, which ac-
count for about 30% of In-
dia’s exports.

“There’s a lot of space
within SEZs, including land
that is free. We are going to
ease up the process for de-
notification of that land. As
long as you can use that
land for some industrial
purposes, we will allow SEZ
land to be hived out,” Mr.
Subrahmanyam said, ad-
ding that a similar change
would be introduced later
for denotifying unused
space in SEZ buildings.

“You built a building for
an IT SEZ — half of it is being
used and half is not. The fi-
gures are astounding. We
have 10 crore square feet of
space idle in built-up accom-
modation in over 250 SEZs.
In money terms, at 33,000
per square foot, that is
330,000 crore of built-up
area idle, which can be
brought into play for anyth-
ing else,” he pointed out.

Import monitoring cell
The top trade official also
said an import monitoring
cell had been set up this
month to track any spurts in
an item’s inflows and flag it
to the concerned ministries.
“We are not looking at con-
trolling imports... but these
can be potential areas for
manufacturing within the
country,” he asserted.

The ministry has also
kicked off a restructuring
exercise for the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade.
“They should actually be-
come a trade promotion or-
ganisation from an incen-
tive-distribution one. I think
a change in mental make-up
is required,” Mr. Subrahma-
nyam said.

Pending dues to be paid
The government will remit
about 350,000 crore of
pending export benefits ov-
er a two-year period and
notify the RoDTEP scheme
rates awaited by exporters
by Friday or the weekend,
Mr. Subrahmanyam said,
even as he red-flagged ‘a
massive increase’ in incen-
tives paid out on exports.

“There is something that
worries the government —
how are export incentives
being drawn at three times
the figure over five years,
with exports being roughly
constant,” he wondered.
“Any incentive should lead
to better performance, so
that genuine exports are
promoted,” he added.

Exporters have been
complaining about their in-
ability to price orders effec-
tively in the absence of the
notification of rates under
the RoDTEP (Remission of
Duties and Taxes on Export
Products) scheme, which in
January replaced the earlier
export incentive schemes
that were not compliant
with WTO rules.

W™ PspcL

Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall Patiala - 147001.
Corporate Identity Number U40109PB2010SGC033813: Website:www.pspcl.in
(Contact No. 96461-22185)
Tender Enquiry No. 239/SS-lI(D)

Dy.CE/Substation Design/TS Organization, C-1 Shakti Vihar, PSPCL, Patiala in-
vites E-tender for Manufacture, Testing, Supply & Delivery of 86 nos. 66KV Potential
Transformers. For detailed NIT & Tender Specification, please refer to https://eproc.
punjab.gov.in from 12.08.2021 (09.00AM onwards).
Note: corrigendum and amendments, if any, will be published online at https://eproc.
punjab.gov.in
C -297/21

Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

DPRPB 76155/12/394/2021/6694

General public is hereby informed
that one person Name: Unknown,
Slo: Unknown, Rlo: Unknown, Age:
25-30Yrs. About, Height: 57", Sex:
Male, Complexion: Shallow, Injury
Marks: Head Injury, Place of
Recovery: Found dead atK.M. Pole
No. 17/28-17/30 DN Line Opposite
prem nagar 2nd Nangloi, Delhi.

In this regard FIR/DD No. 2A, Dated 08.08.2021 has
been lodged at Police Station, Sarai Rohilla Railway
Station, Delhi. Any clue come to notice please
inform undersign.

SHO
P.S. Sarai Rohilla Railway Station, Delhi
DP/206/RLY/2021 Ph.: 011-28714802, 28711697

Appeal for Identification

SEARCH FOR MISSING PERSON

General public is hereby informed that one
person namely Prashant Kumar Maharana
S/o Sridhar Maharana R/o 98, Dairy Farm,
Masudpur, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi. &
Permanent Address Village & Post Office,
Jiral, P.S. Kamakhyanajar, Distt. Dhenkanal,
Odisha, Age 33 years, Height 5'6", Complexion
wheatish, Face oval, Built strong, ID mark:
Navel is big, wearing Blue colour jeans and
white striped shirt & bare footed is missing
since 29.07.2021 from Near Shiv Mandir, R.K.
Ashram, Pahar Ganj, Delhi. Sincere efforts have been made by
local police to trace out this person, but no clue has come to light
so far. In this regard a DD No. 69-A dated 03.08.2021 has been
lodged at PS Pahar Ganj, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about this missing
person may kindly inform to the undersigned at the address or
telephone nos. given below.
Website: http://cbi.nic.in
Email: cic@cbi.gov.in

Fax: 011-23011334

Ph: 011-23014046, 23015218
DP/939/CD/2021

Prashant Kumar

SHO
PS Pahar Ganj, Delhi
Ph. 8750012525, 8750042525

UNIDENTIFIED DEAD BODY

NEW OKHLA INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

““Iaa Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida G.B. Nagar,(U.P)
Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tenders are invited from eligible firms/contractors for the
following jobs against which bids can be uploaded and same
shall be opened/downloaded as per schedule mentioned. The
details and conditions of all tenders are available on Noida
Authority’s official website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com &
http://etender.up.nic.in Please ensure to see these websites
forany changes/ amendments & corrigendum etc.

1. 15/SM(Jal)-R/ET/21-22, Computerization of Water Bill
System & Facility Management Centre, Noida. Cost - Rs.
59.92 Lacs 2. 13/SM(Jal)-l/ET/21-22, Strengthening of
Sewerage (Electric Work, Transformer, D.G. Set and
Allied Electric Work at SPS Sector-150), Noida. Cost-
Rs. 46.61 Lacs.

The above tenders can be uploaded by date 26.08.2021 upto
5.00 PM. Pre-qualification shall be opened / downloaded on
date 27.08.2021 at 11.00 AM.

3. 04/SM(Jal)-Il’/ET/21-22, Reboring and Chlorination Plant in
Different Sectors (Reboring of TW No. 19/25, 18/25 and 13/25)
Noida. Cost - Rs. 89.56 Lacs.

The above tenders can be uploaded by date 20.08.2021 upto
5.00 PM. Pre-qualification shall be opened / downloaded on
date 23.08.2021 at 11.00 AM.

(A. K. VARUN)
Office : Senior Manager (JAL)-II
Sector-37 Noida

General Public is hereby informed that an
one male person was found in unconscious
condition at Train No. 04404 Standing at PF
No. 15, Old Delhi Railway Station, Delhi
dated 07.08.2021 at 9:51 am. He was
admitted in Aruna Asaf Ali Hospital, New
Delhi on MLC No. 1383/2021 dated
07.08.2021 declared brought dead by
doctor. In this regard a DD No. 15A, dated
07.08.2021 has been registered at P.S. Old
Delhi Railway Station, Delhi. The dead
body has been preserved for identification
at Sabzi Mandi Mortuary, Delhi for 72 hrs.
The description of the person is given as under Name: Unknown, S/o:
Unknown, R/o: Unknown, Age: About 35-40 years, Height: 5'5,
Complexion: Fair, Built: Medium, Identification Mark: A Tattoo Mark
"Bhagwan" on right hand and a Tatoo Mark "OM" on left hand, Wearing :
Cream Colour Full Sleave T-shirt and Grey Colour Lower.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the dead
person but no clue has come to light so far. If any one having any
information about this dead person please inform undersigned. SHO

P.S. Old Delhi

Railway Sation, Delhi
Ph.: 011-23961522, 8750871302

DP/209/RLY/2021

APPEAL FOR IDENTI ION

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

General public is hereby informed
that one unidentified dead body of
male Namely: Unknown, S/o:
Unknown, R/o: Unknown, Age:
about 60-65 years, Height 5'57,
Complexion: Shallow, Face:
Long, Built: Medium, Wearing:
Red and Black Colour Line Shirt
and Sky Blue Colour Pant who was
found dead at Jhadu Block SN
Marg, H Block, Lahori Gate, Delhi. In this regard a
case FIR No./DD No. 8A dated 07.08.2021 has been
registered at P.S. Lahori Gate, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about the

above deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned
on the following address or telephone nos.

Sd/- SHO

P.S: Lahori Gate, Delhi

Tel. No.: 011-23953776, 23958234

DP/1408/N/2021

M ND-NDE
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India looks for the right mix as the action shifts to Lord's

If Kohli opts for four pacers, Ishant or Umesh could come in for the injured Shardul; a dry pitch could see both Ashwin and Jadeja in the XI

INDIA IN ENG

AGENCIES
LONDON

Skipper Virat Kohli could
consider playing his best
spinner R. Ashwin while ex-
pecting a better show from
the batsmen when India
meets England in the second
Test at Lord’s from Thursday.

While India was in a better
position to win the first Test
before the heavens opened
up on the final day, the first
innings effort of 278 was be-
low par as Virat Kohli, Che-
teshwar Pujara and Ajinkya
Rahane failed to get going.

With Shardul Thakur’s
hamstring injury ruling him
out of the Test, the lower-or-
der batting balance will suft-
er. Ashwin, who was
dropped from the opening
game in Nottingham, is back
in the mix after Shardul’s in-
jury.

In case, the pitch is on the
dry side, both Ashwin and
Ravindra Jadeja could play.
However, if Kohli is thinking
of sticking with four pacers,
Ishant Sharma or Umesh Ya-

dav could replace Shardul.

London has been record-
ing a maximum temperature
of 24 degrees and an average
temperature of around 14 de-
grees, and it would be inter-
esting to see if England opts
for a green top like it did in
2018 when the Indian bat-
smen collapsed twice in two
days.

Mayank back

Though Mayank Agarwal is
available for selection, K.L.
Rahul, one of the heroes at
Nottingham, is likely to open
the innings again. Though
both Pujara and Rahane have
not been in the best of form,
they are expected to retain
their spots.

England opener Rory
Burns might not be as lucky
as he could be replaced by
Haseeb Hameed, who scored
a hundred opening the in-
nings for County Select XI
against the Indians in the
tour game last month.

The hosts’ batting relies
heavily on skipper Joe Root,
who came up with two good
knocks in the first Test, in-

cluding a century in the se-
cond innings. As the hosts
will miss James Anderson
and Stuart Broad due to inju-
ries, seamer Saqib Mahmood
was added to the squad on
Wednesday.

Root’s pace attack

Mahmood will join Ollie Ro-
binson, Mark Wood, Craig
Overton and all-rounder Sam
Curran in the pace attack.

The teams (from):

India: Virat Kohli (Capt.), Rohit
Sharma, K.L. Rahul, Cheteshwar
Pujara, Mayank Agarwal, Ajin-
kya Rahane (Vice-capt.), Hanu-
ma Vihari, Rishabh Pant (wk), R.
Ashwin, Ravindra Jadeja, Axar
Patel, Jasprit Bumrah, Ishant
Sharma, Mohammed Shami,
Mohammed Siraj, Umesh Yadav,
Wriddhiman Saha (wk), and Ab-
himanyu Easwaran.

England: Joe Root (Capt.), Jon-
ny Bairstow, Moeen Ali, Rory
Burns, Jos Buttler, Zak Crawley,
Sam Curran, Haseeb Hameed,
Dan Lawrence, Jack Leach, Ollie
Pope, Ollie Robinson, Dom Si-
bley, Mark Wood, and Saqib
Mahmood.

Match starts at 3.30 p.m. IST.

SOURCE: ESPNCRICINFO | COMPILED BY
R. NARAYANAN AND G. PRASAD

THE DECADE-WISE BREAK-UP

The Lord's battles

A look at the contests between India and England
at the 'home' of cricket

INDIA: 2
[7ests:is ||

Gooch (588, 5 innings)

TOPPING THE CHARTS
INDIA | BATTING: Most runs:
Dilip Vengsarkar

(508, 8 innings)

M Highest: Vinoo Mankad
(184), 1952

BOWLING: Most wickets:

M Bishan Singh Bedi

(17, 5 innings)

M Kapil Dev (17, 7 innings)

Best bowling: Innings:
Ishant Sharma (7/74), 2014

B Match: Kapil Dev
(8/168), 1982

‘Will first think about picking up 20 wickets’

Kohli talks about the factors involved in choosing Shardul’s replacement in the side

AMOL KARHADKAR
India captain Virat Kohli

said on Wednesday that
Shardul Thakur’s injury-en-
forced absence will not force
India “to plug in another guy
who can give us some runs”
in the second Test at Lord’s.
The priority, he said, would
be to field a combination that
can take 20 wickets.

“For us, it’s about finding
that perfect balance,” Kohli
said in a virtual media inte-
raction. “But if someone like
Shardul is not available, then
we’ll definitely first think
how to pick up 20 wickets ...
and we’ll be very comforta-
ble after how the first Test
went.”

Kohli said Shardul, pre-
ferred in the series-opener
for his additional utility with
the bat, “should be okay for

Swinging away: Jadeja's contribution with the willow was one
of the highlights of the Nottingham Test. =ap

the third Test” after suffering
a “myofascial strain on his
left hamstring”.

On Trent Bridge’s pace-

QUICK SINGLES

NCA clears Shreyas

as match-fit

NEW DELHI

Talented India batsman Shreyas
lyer is now fully match-fit and
cleared by the National Cricket
Academy (NCA) to return to
competitive action, which is likely
when the IPL resumes in the UAE
from September 19.

Shreyas will rejoin Delhi Capitals, the IPL franchise which he led
to the final for the first time in 2020, but his injury meant that
Rishabh Pant captained the side during the last edition, which
was halted after multiple COVID-19 cases inside the bio-bubble.
The 26-year-old Shreyas, who has played 22 ODIs and 29 T20ls,
sustained a horrifying shoulder dislocation during a one-dayer
against England in Pune on March 23 and had to undergo a

surgery in the United Kingdom. p1i

Chris Cairns serious but
stable after heart surgery
SYDNEY

Chris Cairns is in an intensive care
unit at a hospital here after
undergoing cardiovascular surgery.
St Vincent's Hospital said Cairns
was in “a serious but stable
condition." His wife Melanie Cairns
said the cricketer had surgery in

L

Canberra after a "major medical event" late last week but the
seriousness of his condition required him to be transferred to St
Vincent's for another operation. “Chris' family and friends are
heartened by the respectful and warm manner in which this terrible
news has been reported, and received by the public, both in New
Zealand and around the world, and thanks everyone for their warm
wishes, prayers, and kind words," she said on Wednesday. rReuters

friendly track, India went
with four seamers, bolster-
ing its batting with Ravindra
Jadeja, the lone spinner, at

No. 7 and Shardul at No. 8. It
will be interesting to see
whether off-spinner R. Ash-
win, unfortunate to have
missed out last week, or Ish-
ant Sharma, who was instru-
mental in India’s win at
Lord’s in 2014, is included in
the XI on Thursday.

Kohli stressed that Jadeja
coming good with the willow
was one of the biggest gains
from Nottingham. “The good
thing is Jadeja has got runs in
the first game already so he’ll
go into the second game con-
fident. That already makes
our batting a bit deeper. Low-
er-order contributed with
the bat as well,” Kohli said.

“Shardul brings in more
batting ability but having
said that, from the batsmen’s
point of view, we are well-
placed because [Chetesh-

war] Pujara, Jinks [Rahane]
and myself, we did not score
too many. Every game is an
opportunity for the other
batters to step up as well. Ro-
hit [Sharma] and K.L. [Ra-
hul] played really well. We
are very comfortable where
we are placed as a batting un-
it and we don’t feel we might
be a batsman short if Shardul
doesn't play.”

Kohli also expressed his
displeasure over India losing
points in the new World Test
Championship cycle for
maintaining a slow over-rate
in Nottingham.

“You don’t want to be that
far behind in the game that
you are not able to catch up
and cover your overs in time
which could cost the points,
which are very, very crucial,”
he said.

193039 121 0 | 2 |0 ™ Highest: Gooch (333),1990 _‘
1940-49 |1] 0| 1 | o Mostwickets: James
1950-59 |21 0| 2 | o Qnde;sonl(ZS,IS innings)
B est bowling: Innings:
1960-69 1.0 | 1 10 Alec Bedser (7/49), 1946
197079 1310 L1 L2 o Bed (11/145), 1946
1980-89 |2 1 |1 |0 atch: Bedser :
1990-99 |20 | 1 |1 THE SPECIAL ONES
2000-09 2] 0 | 1 |1 B |ndia tasted its first
2010-19 |3 1 2 10 success at Lord's in the

11th attempt when Kapil's
team outshone Gower's
side in the first game of

a three-match series in
1986. The Indians went on
to win the series 2-0

DRAWN: 4 4 7
" ENGLAND: 12 ||

ENGLAND | Most runs: Graham .

i

i m England 294 (Graham Gooch 114,
i Derek Pringle 63, Roger Binny 3/55,
i Chetan Sharma 5/64) & 180 (Mike
Gatting 40, Kapil Dev 4/52, Maninder
ingh 3/9) lost to India 341 (Mohinder
marnath 69, Dilip Vengsarkar 126

., Graham Dilley 4/146, Pringle

8) & 136/5 (Target 134).
i Man-of-the-Match: Kapil

B The Indians had to wait another 28 years for their second victory
at the hallowed venue. Under Dhoni's leadership, the team defeat-
ed Cook's men by 95 runs in the second Test of a five-match series
after the first was drawn. The joy was shortlived as England won
the next three and clinched the series 3-1

| India 295 (Ajinkya Rahane 103, James Anderson 4/60) & 342 (M.
Vijay 95, Cheteshwar Pujara 43, Ravindra Jadeja 68, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar 52, Ben Stokes 3/51, Liam Plunkett 3/65) bt England 319 (Gary
Ballance 110, Plunkett 55 n.o., Bhuvneshwar 6/82) & 223 (Target 319)

(Joe Root 66, Ishant Sharma 7/74).

Man-of-the-Match: Ishant

England, India
docked
WTC points

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

England and India have
both lost two World Test
Championship points and
each been fined 40 percent
of their match fees for
maintaining a slow over-
rate in the series opener at
Nottingham, ICC an-
nounced on Wednesday.

ICC match referee Chris
Broad, the former Test bat-
sman and father of England
paceman Stuart Broad, im-
posed the sanction after
both sides were ruled to be
two overs short of their tar-
gets after time allowances
were taken into
consideration.

Under ICC regulations,
players are fined 20 per-
cent of their match fees for
every over their side fails to
bowl in the allotted time,
with teams penalised one
Test Championship point
for each over short.

England captain Joe
Root and India counterpart
Virat Kohli pleaded guilty
and accepted the proposed
sanctions.

Broad out, Anderson doubtful

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

England could be without its
two leading bowlers for the
second Test against India at
Lord's starting on Thursday,
after James Anderson joined
Stuart Broad in missing Wed-
nesday's final pre-match
practice session.

Broad suffered a calf pro-
blem after pulling up during
Tuesday's warm-up and has
been ruled out of the Test. A
thigh injury prevented An-
derson from taking part in
Wednesday's net session.

The veteran new-ball
bowlers, who featured in
last week's drawn series
opener at Trent Bridge, are
England's two most success-
ful Test bowlers of all time
with a combined 1,145 wick-
ets from 312 matches.

England has not played a
Test without either one of
the pair since October 2016.

Messi, PSG eye Champions League glory

Argentine cites reunion with Neymar as key factor in joining the French giant

ASSOCIATED PRESS
PARIS

Lionel Messi said he’s “in the
right place” to win another
Champions League trophy
and cited a reunion with
Neymar as a key factor in his
decision to sign with Paris
Saint-Germain.

The 34-year-old Argenti-
na star spoke at his introduc-
tory news conference at
Parc des Princes stadium on
Wednesday.

“My goal and dream is to
raise another Champion’s
(League Trophy) and I be-
lieve that I am in the right
place to have the best chanc-
es to achieve that,” Messi
said.

“When you see this
squad, you really want to
play with them because
there are so many possibili-
ties,” he added. “We have
the same goal. And Neymar
of course did a lot and was
important for my choice.”

Messi’s arrival gives PSG

Smiling again: Lionel Messi says that PSG and his targets are

aligned well. =ap

formidable attacking op-
tions as he links up with not
only Neymar — his former
teammate at Barcelona —

but also France World Cup
winner Kylian Mbappe.

“I'm going to play with
best players, it’s very nice,

it’s incredible to be able to
experience this,” said Messi,
who also cited Argentina
teammates and PSG players
Angel di Maria and Leandro
Paredes.

“Obviously, one of the
reasons (I came) was the
locker room: Neymar, Di Ma-
ria, Paredes, whom I know.”
Messi said he is “ready” to
start playing with PSG,
which hosts Strasbourg on
Saturday night.

“When I feel it, when the
staff thinks I’'m ok, I'll be
ready. 'm willing to play,”
he said.

PSG will be hoping not
only that Messi helps the
team regain the French title
it lost to Lille last season but
finally win the Champions
League.

Messi will wear the No. 30
jersey — the same number
he wore in his first two sea-
sons with Barcelona before
switching to No. 19 and then
the prized No. 10.

Big boots to fill: England has not played a Test without
either Broad or Anderson since October 2016. =RreuTers

England batsman Jonny
Bairstow, meanwhile, said
he did not have much know-
ledge about the extent of in-
juries suffered by Broad and
Anderson. “We knew that
Broad had gone for scans,
we didn't know anything
else,” Bairstow said.

Asked about the possibili-
ty of playing a Test without
both Anderson and Broad,

he said, “It’s a big loss for the
team — both have over 1000
wickets between them — but
it's also an opportunity for
others, just like it was
against Pakistan recently,”
Bairstow said.

“There is going to be inju-
ry, illness, you have to be
adaptable within the group,
we are playing a professional
sport.”

WA puts Neeraj’s
feat in top-10

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Javelin thrower Neeraj
Chopra’s historic
gold-winning feat in the
Olympics was listed as one
of the 10 magical
moments of track and
field in the Tokyo Games
by World Athletics (WA).

WA noted that the
23-year-old Neeraj had
143,000 followers before
the Olympics, but now has
a staggering 3.2 million
(on Instagram), making
him the most followed
track and field athlete in
the world.

Neeraj is World No. 2
Neeraj has jumped 14
spots to occupy the
second spot in the latest
world rankings.

He was ranked 16th
before the Tokyo Games

Neeraj Chopra. =pmi

began. With a ranking
score of 1315, he is second
behind Germany’s
Johannes Vetter (1396).

Celebrate Neeraj’s golden Olympic moment, but probe the poor performances too

Barring Kamalpreet, Sable and the men’s 4x400m relay team, most of the other athletes were nowhere near their personal bests and failed to impress at Tokyo

STAN RAYAN
KOCHI

Looking at the athletics me-
dal table at the Tokyo Olym-
pics one gets that hold-your-
head-high feeling.

For, India, with its 18th
spot, finished above sporting
giants like Great Britain, Aus-
tralia, host Japan, France,
Brazil and even Spain. That’s
because, though many of
them had more medals than
India, none of them had a
gold. Britain, incidentally,
had six medals, including
three silver.

With its first-ever medal —
the gold which javelin throw-
er Neeraj Chopra produced —

CcM
K

this is certainly the country’s
best Olympics in athletics.

This also offered the Ath-
letics Federation of India and
other athletes a wonderful
opportunity to closely study
how Neeraj managed to stay
so confident in Tokyo, so-
mething which we rarely see
in other Indians, as he pro-
duced quality throws early in
both the qualification round
and final.

Fine performances also
came from discus thrower Ka-
malpreet Kaur, the only other
athlete to enter the final
where she finished sixth
(63.70m) in rainy and slip-
pery conditions, and Avinash

»

TRIAVA Annan
Heartwarming displays: Steeplechaser Avinash Sable and discus thrower Kamalpreet Kaur justified their selection. =reuters

Sable, who bettered his men’s
3000m steeplechase National
record by more than two se-
conds, clocking 8:18.12s, and
the men’s 4x400m relay team

which broke the Asian record
with 3:00.25s but missed the
final after finishing ninth
overall.

But there were major dis-

appointments which brought
back familiar and bitter me-
mories of past Olympics. Ja-
velin thrower Annu Rani, the
2019 Worlds finalist who had

been consistent over 60m
this year raising her National
record to 63.24m, finished
more than nine metres be-
hind that with a pathetic 54m

that pushed her to the bot-
tom of the pack.

Asian shot put Asian re-
cord holder Tajinderpal
Singh Toor (PB 21.49m, Tokyo
19.99m, 24th out of 31) and
National record holders, long
jumper M. Sreeshankar (PB
8.26m, Tokyo 7.69m, 25th out
of 32) and Dutee Chand (100/
200m PB 11.17/23s, Tokyo
11.54/23.85) produced some
of their poorest performanc-
es this season on the biggest
stage while seasoned discus
thrower Seema Antil-Punia,
javelin thrower Shivpal Singh
and hurdler M.P. Jabir were
also miles away from the per-

sonal bests.

Nothing much was expect-
ed from the mixed 4x400m
relay team since the squad’s
two women were slow and in-
experienced. There was noth-
ing special to talk about the
six walkers too.

“We need to sit down and
discuss what exactly hap-
pened to them in Tokyo,” said
Anju Bobby George, a senior
vice-president of the Athletics
Federation of India.

“In Sreeshankar’s case, I
feel his peaking was not cor-
rect. You have to do your best
at the Olympics. You have to
show it there,” said Anju.

That applies to everybody
else too.

M ND-NDE



TV PICKS

England vs India: 2nd Test,
day 1, Sony Six & Sony Ten 3
(SD & HD), 3.30 p.m.

IN BRIEF

Nadal out of Toronto
tournament

TORONTO

Rafael Nadal pulled out of
the National Bank Open on
Tuesday because of an
injured left foot that has
troubled him for months,
putting his preparation for
the U.S. Open on hold. ap

Williams sisters, Kenin
withdraw from Cincinnati

CINCINNATI

Serena Williams, Venus
Williams and Sofia Kenin on
Tuesday withdrew from the
upcoming Western &
Southern Open. Kenin and
Serena Williams are
hampered by injuries. The
reason for Venus Williams'

withdrawal was not disclosed.

AP

Olympic champion
Zverev to miss Davis Cup
BERLIN

Newly-crowned Olympic
men's tennis champion
Alexander Zverev said on
Wednesday he will not play
for Germany in the Davis Cup
tournament this November.
AFP

Eurosport to broadcast
Tokyo Paralympics

NEW DELHI

Fans can catch Indian para
athletes live in action at the
upcoming Paralympics with
the PCl awarding the rights to
broadcast the Games —
scheduled from August 24 to
September 5, to Eurosport
India. The coverage will start
on August 27 with the men's

and women's archery events.
PTI

Sathiyan, Manika to team up

The duo will revive the partnership at the Hungarian Open next week

A4

TABLE TENNIS

AMOL KARHADKAR
MUMBAI

G. Sathiyan and Manika Ba-
tra have decided to reunite
in mixed doubles in a bid to
bring laurels to Indian table
tennis at the Paris Olympics
in 2024. The duo will start its
second stint with the next
week’s Hungarian Open, the
first World Tour event in the
new Olympic cycle.

The development comes
barely a fortnight after Mani-
ka and A. Sharath Kamal re-
presented India at Tokyo.
The duo, which fetched In-
dia a historic first Asian
Games table tennis medal in
the same event in 2019, had
qualified for the Olympic af-
ter a heroic win over World
No. 5 team of Lee Sangsu and
Jihee Jneon in the qualifers.

Best shot

“Sathiyan and Manika dis-
cussed it after returning
from Tokyo. We as personal
coaches feel they have the
best shot at all the multi-dis-
ciplinary games in the next
three years,” S. Raman, Sath-
iyan’s personal coach, told
The Hindu on Wednesday.

Olympics dream: G. Sathiyan and Manika Batra have decided to play together over the next few

years with a view to doing well at the Paris Games in 2024. =GETTY IMAGES

Sathiyan, Raman, Manika
and her personal coach San-
may Paranjape had a round
of discussion before both the
players wrote to the Table
Tennis Federation of India,
Sports Authority of India
and Target Olympic Podium
Scheme officials last week.

“We have written to all the
relevant authorities about
charting out a roadmap for

Four Indians among
nine leaders

CHESS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

S. L. Narayanan, Abhima-
nyu Puranik, Arjun Erigaisi
and Nihal Sarin were among
the nine leaders at three
points after three rounds of
RTU Open chess tourna-
ment in Riga, Latvia, on
Tuesday.

Leading results (involving In-
dians): Third round: Nihal Sa-
rin (3) bt Raja Harshit (2); S. L.
Narayanan (3) bt Roshka Yev-

geniy (Ukr, 2); Mark Plotkin
(Can, 2) lost to Arjun Erigaisi
(3); Abhimanyu Puranik (3) bt
Ravi Haria (Eng, 2).

Tomas Laurusas (Ltu, 3) bt
Raja Rithvik (2); N. R. Visakh
(2.5) drew with N. R. Vignesh
(2.5); V. Varshini (2) lost to Gri-
gor Grigorov (Bul, 3); M. Kar-
thik (2) drew with Kristaps Kre-
tainis (Lat, 2.5).

Kirill Chukavin (Est, 1.5) lost
to Aravindh Chithambaram
(2.5); Justin Sarkar (USA, 1.5)
lost to R. Praggnanandhaa
(2.5); Rokas Klabis (Ltu, 1.5)
lost to D. Gukesh (2.5).

their mixed doubles pairing
leading up to Paris 2024,”
said Raman, who will watch
the duo in action in
Budapest.

Sathiyan and Manika have
had a fruitful stint as a com-
bination early on in their ca-
reer. In fact, in the last match
they played as a team, the
duo defeated Sharath and
Mouma Das to win the

bronze medal at the 2018
Commonwealth Games.

Sharath, who wished the
duo well, was a tad disap-
pointed with the lack of com-
munication. “I wish both of
them well but it would have
been better had either of
them communicated their
decision to me before I got to
know it from the federation,”
he said.

Leon Mendonca lone
Indian in the fray

RAKESH RAO

NEW DELHI

Leon Mendonca is the lone
Indian in the reduced field
of 16 players in the $15,000
Kramnik Challenge online
rapid chess tournament, the
third leg of the Julius Baer
Challengers Tour beginning
on Thursday.

The field, reduced from
20 players seen in the first
two legs, is without the
cream of the Indian talent —
R. Praggnanandhaa and D.
Gukesh, winners on the

Tour so far, and Nihal Sarin.
The teams:

Team Polgar: Vincent Keymer
(Ger), Awonder Liang (USA),
Polina Shuvalova (Rus), Volo-
dar Murzin (Rus), Sarasadat
Khademalsharieh (lIri), Marc
Andria Maurizzi (Fra), Zhu Jiner
(Chn) and Balaji Daggupati
(USA).

Team Kramnik: Nodirbek Abu-
sattorov (Uzb), Jonas Bjerre
(Den), Leon Mendonca (Ind),
Lei Tingjie (Chn), Dinara Sa-
duakassova (Kaz), Christopher
Yoo (USA), Carissa Yip (USA)
and Yahli Sokolovsky (Isr).
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Bopanna-Dodig
duo advances

INDIANS ABROAD

SPORTS BUREAU
TORONTO

Rohan Bopanna, seeded
eighth in partnership with
Ivan Dodig of Croatia, beat
the Italians Fabio Fognini
and Lorenzo Sonego 6-4, 7-6
(4) in the doubles first round
of the $3,487,915 ATP tennis
here.

In the $100,000 ITF wo-
men’s event in the US, Anki-
ta Raina qualified into the
main draw and will play her
doubles partner Renata Za-
razua of Mexico.

The results: $3,487,915 ATP,
Toronto: Doubles: First round:
Ilvan Dodig (Cro) & Rohan Bo-
panna bt Fabio Fognini & Lo-
renzo Sonego (Ita) 6-4, 7-6(4).
$100,000 ITF women, Landis-

ville, US: Doubles: Pre-quar-
terfinals: Renata Zarazua
(Mex) & Ankita Raina bt Sophie
Chang & Sophia Whittle (US)
6-3, 7-5.

Qualifying singles (second
and final round): Ankita Raina
bt Katie Boulter (GBR) 6-4,
6-1.

€31,440 Challenger, Prague:
Doubles: Pre-quarterfinals:
Yan Bondarevskiy (Rus) & Oleg
Prihodko (Ukr) bt Sriram Balaji
& Arjun Kadhe 6-4, 6-4.
$15,000 ITF men, Monastir:
Doubles: Pre-quarterfinals:
Mateo Nicolas Martinez & San-
tiago Fa Rodriguez Taverna
(Arg) bt Rimpei Kawakami
(Jpn) & Adil Kalyanpur 6-2, 7-6
(4); Naoki Tajima (Jpn) & Sidd-
hant Banthia bt Yuki Mochizuki
& Makoto Ochi (Jpn) 7-5, 6-4;
Jeremy Beale & Thomas Fan-
cutt (Aus) bt Drew Baird (US) &
Rishab Agarwal 6-4, 6-4.

Titles for Manikandan

Young champs: Tayin Arun, Kishore Kumar and D. Srikanth
were the podium finishers in Groms (u-16) category.

= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

SURFING

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

D. Manikandan and Shrish-
ti Selvam won the men’s
and women’s Open titles in
the first edition of the Cove-
long Classic National Surf
and SUP championships,
which concluded here on
Tuesday. Arun Vasu, presi-
dent of Surfing Association

of India, gave away the
prizes.

The results:

Men's Open: 1. D. Manikandan,
2. T. Nithishvarun, 3. Babu
Sivaraj.

SUP champion: 1. P. Sekar, 2. S.
Santhosh, 3. Manikandan.
Women's Open: 1. Shrishti Sel-
vam, 2. Shanti Banarse, 3. Sin-
chana Gowda.

Groms under-16: 1. D. Srikanth,
2. Kishore Kumar, 3. Tayin
Arun.

Arjun tops
50m free pistol

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

World junior champion Ar-
jun Singh Cheema shot 564
to top the 50-metre free
pistol open event in the
shooting National selection
trials at the Dr. Karni Singh
Range on Tuesday.

Nikhil Chandila took the
second place with 549.

In the combined event

for men and women, Shik-
ha Narwal was the best
among the women as she
placed eighth with 534.
Esha Singh shot 530 for the
11th spot.
The results: 50m free pistol:
Open: 1. Arjun Singh Cheema
564; 2. Nikhil Chandila 549; 3.
Ajinkya Chavan 543.

BWF cancels
Korea and
Macau Opens

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Korea Open and Ma-
cau Open were on Wed-
nesday cancelled by the
game's governing body
BWF due to rising cases of
COVID-19 pandemic in the
region.

The apex body also
postponed the World Ju-
nior badminton cham-
pionships which was sche-
duled to be held in China.

The Korea Open (Au-
gust 31 to September 5), a
Super 500 event, was
scheduled to resume the
BWF World Tour which
was suspended after the
All England Champion-
ships in March.

The Macau Open Super
300, on the other hand,
was scheduled to be held
from November 2 to 7.

A final decision on Ma-
laysia Masters Super 500
event and Malaysia Open
Super 750, which were
postponed earlier, will
come at a later date, BWF
said.
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== RanaMotors Krish Fairdeal Saya DD Motors ~ T.R.Sawhney  D.D.Motors T.R.Sawhney RanaMotors  D.D. Motors Krish = Rohan T.R. Sawhney  Comp AAA Vehicleades Prem Motors D.D. Motors Bagga Link Rana Motors 35 T.R. Sawhney Magic Auto  Competent
2 (GT Karnal Road) (GT Karnal Road) (Budh Vihar) (Azadpur)  (Narela) (Pitampura) (Peeragarhi) (Badli) (Prashant Vihar) (Wazirpur) (Pitampura) o (Mathura Road) (Nehru Place) (Lajpat Nagar) (Malviya Nagar) (Mahipalpur) (Okhla Ph-1) (Kotla) (Safdarjung) =g (Daryaganj) (Karol Bagh) (C.P)
=2 9873477733 8929268182 8448296614 47088888 9999003888 9582263509 9999003888 9999324333 9711507777 9999003888 9999159577 = 9560036262 9999563333 9582797810 9971500011 8745887458 9999003888 8826892666 26712222 47 9999399157 8929268145 9582797749
§ Competent Rana Motors  D.D. Motors Magic Auto T.R. Sawhney Competent Magic Auto AAA Vehicleades  Competent Magic Auto E Competent Bagga Link  T.R. Sawhney Magic Auto Fairdeal Fair Deal Cars Vipul Fairdeal Cars Rohan Vipul
; (Shivaji Marg) (Janakpuri) (Mayapuri)  (Sec-20, Dwarka) (Rajouri Garden) (Najafgarh) (Dwarka Sec-13) (Mundka) (Dwarka) (Palam Dabri Road) 2 (Gazipur) (Patparganj) (Gokulpur) (Preet Vihar)  (Bhajanpura) (Shahdara) % (Sec-63) (Sec-10) (Sec-1) (Sec-18)
& 9582797748 9999577776 9999003888 8929268146 9873781333 9582797763 8929268144 9650445555 9582797879 8929400501 £ 8377007977 9818199370 9999399150 8929400502 7290009372 8448296614 = 01204824000 9999700944 9873501288 8800091555
E«. Rohan =] Pasco Competent Prem Motors Rohan Prem Motors Vipul Pasco Competent Rana Motors E Auto Nation Vipul Rohan Fairdeal Cars Vipul TCS Autoworld % Platinum Motocorp  Platinum Motocorp  Platinum Motocorp
5% (Udyog Vihar) & (Silverton Sec-50)  (Sec-12)  (32nd Milestone) (Sec-54) (JMD Sikanderpur) (Udyog Vihar) (Sec-18) (Subhash Chowk) (SCO Plot No-322 Sec-29) S (MathuraRoad) (Ballabgarh) (Palwal) (Piyali Chowk) (Mathura Road) (Neelam Chowk) (Pataudi) (Narnaul) (Bilaspur)
5= 9811800980 = 7835003300 9582797711 8750487504 4845400 8750987509 4395700 4012000 9582797739 4260000 E 9899596002  0129-4208400 8930202062 9582139824 9999994707 01294252525 = 9953345311 9053088437 9953345313
Platinum Motocorp  Platinum Motocorp  Platinum Motocorp E T.R. Sawhney Regent Auto Rohan Motorcraft Rohan Motorcraft = Pasco Pasco Pasco Z  Auto Vibes Auto Vibes Auto Vibes Auto Vibes  Auto Vibes  Auto Vibes § SK Universe
(Mahindergarh) (IMT Chowk) (Farrukhnagar) é (Mohan Nagar)  (Meerut Road) (Hapur) (Modi Nagar)  (Mukund Nagar) (Sahibabad) X (Punhana) (Alipur) (Tauru) % 7082010000 (Dharuhera) (Kund) (Dahina) (Kosli) (Bawal) 2= Automobile
9053088402 9953345312 9205192634 & 9582263544 7065191234 0122-2313204 8057692222 9650100045 9650972222 <> 8683000929 8683000956 8683000929 o= 7082100481 7082100244 7082100107 01259-275300 7082100280 § 8445710000
+Terms and Conditions apply. Terms & Conditions are subject to change without any prior notice. All offers are brought to you by Maruti Suzuki dealers only. *Total Savings include Cash Discount (on select models and Variants), exchange bonus (on select models and variants), ISL offer (for select Govt. and corporate employees on select
models and variants). Saving shown above are applicable on Swift Petrol (only on V variants), Vitara Brezza (all variants) & Dzire (all variants). Smart Finance is available in select cities only. Financing is at the sole discretion of the participating financier. Offers may vary across variants. For more details contact your nearest ARENA dealership.
Offers/ Savings shown above may change without prior notice. Features and accessories shown may not be part of the standard fitment. Black Glass shade on the car is due to lighting effect. Images used are for illustration purposes only. Offers can discontinue without prior notice. All offers are for limited time and valid till stock lasts. All
offers are valid till 31¢t August 2021. Subscription applicable for Delhi, Gurgaon, Manesar, Faridabad, Ghaziabad, Noida & Greater Noida only.
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