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This year we enter the 75th year of Independence. Our brave heroes valiantly fought
and made the ultimate sacrifice for these glorious 75 years of independent India.
Come, let us remember their sacrifices and salute them this Independence Day.
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YEAR OF INDEPENDENCE

THE:&@HINDU |

As India celebrates the
75t Independence
Day, The Hindu brings
this Special Edition

to its readers with
curated content that
assesses the country’s
achievements and
challenges since August
15, 1947. The authors
include prominent
personalities

drawn from India’s
political leadership,
historians, and public
intellectuals.

NEARBY

Delhi borders sealed
ahead of 75th I-Day

NEW DELHI

All Delhi borders have been
sealed and nearly 30,000
police personnel have been
deployed ahead of the 75th
Independence Day. Security
has been beefed up at
strategic locations and a
multilayered security cover
has been put in place at Red
Fort from where Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
address the nation on Sunday.
CITY » PAGE 2
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PM: Aug. 14 will be day to
recall Partition trauma

‘Partition Horrors Remembrance Day’ will honour sacrifices

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday declared
that August 14 will be ob-
served as ‘Partition Hor-
rors Remembrance Day’ to
acknowledge the pain un-
dergone by Indians due to
the Partition of India in
1947.

Taking to micro-blog-
ging site Twitter, he tweet-
ed, “Partition’s pains can
never be forgotten. Mil-
lions of our sisters and
brothers were displaced
and many lost their lives
due to mindless hate and
violence. In memory of the
struggles and sacrifices of
our people, 14th August
will be observed as Parti-
tion Horrors Remem-
brance Day.”

‘Social divisions’

He added that the day
would remind Indians of
the need to “remove the
poison of social divisions”.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10
HISTORICAL ECHO » PAGE 10

l) Partition’s pains can never be
forgotten. Millions of our sis-
ters and brothers were displaced
and many lost their lives due to
mindless hate and violence. In
memory of the struggles and
sacrifices of our people, 14th
August will be observed

as Partition Horrors
Remembrance Day

NARENDRA MODI, PRIME MINISTER

Back then we had
rejected the Hindu
Rashtra and rebuilt the na-
tion anew. The PM wants us
torelive the horrors
to stoke commu-
nal passions

SITARAM YECHURY,
CPI(M) GENERAL SECRETARY

Since the
government has
done nothing cred-
itworthy, it is now
preparing for
a partition
again
RANDEEP

SURJEWALA,
CONGRESS LEADER

Oppn. slams People will

P T . .
divisive’ move  rejectit: Pak.
Prime Minister Narendra The people of India will
Modi has started the reject the ‘Partition
campaign for the Uttar Horrors Remembrance

Pradesh poll, the Opposit-
ion said in reaction to the
announcement of August 14
as ‘Partition Horrors
Remembrance Day’.» PAGE 10

Day’ announced by PM
Modi because it aims to
divide Indians, said the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Pakistan on Saturday.

Guijarat to set up residential schools in PPP mode

It aims at helping meritorious children, will lay emphasis on bilingual medium

MAHESH LANGA

AHMEDABAD

To provide the best learning
infrastructure to the stu-
dents of grade VI to XII, the
Gujarat government has an-
nounced a policy to set up re-
sidential schools of excel-
lence on public private
partnership (PPP) mode en-
visaging large campuses of
2,000 to 10,000 students.

The initiative is in the
primary to higher secondary
education sector.

The residential schools
will admit students from the
government and grant-in-aid
schools selected through a
State-level common entrance
exam at the end of grade V.

This is part of the World
Bank-funded Mission
Schools of Excellence project
the Gujarat government has
undertaken to transform the
education sector.

“This policy aims at recog-

Back to school Students arriving at an Ahmedabad school

in July. =viJavsoneJ

nising, nurturing and hand-
holding the most merito-
rious children studying in go-
vernment and grant-in-aid
schools across Grade IV and
providing them best quality
of residential schooling from
Grade VIXII, free of cost,”
stated the Education Depart-
ment’s policy document.
“The State government
would pay to the project

vestments for procuring land
to set up campus and create
digital infrastructure while
the State will give money on-
ly after the students are ad-
mitted and the campus be-
comes functional.

Exclusive curriculum
The residential schools will
have their exclusive curricu-
lum and pedagogy which will
be prepared in consultation
with national and interna-
tional boards.

The Education Depart-

-

[ndia working for return of Karmapa

PM Modi gave
‘positive reply’,
says Sikkim CM

NISTULA HEBBAR
KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE
NEW DELHI

South Block is positively con-
sidering an outreach to the
17th Karmapa Ugyen Trinley
Dorje, the Chief Minister of
Sikkim said on Saturday.

At a press conference in
Gangtok, CM Prem Singh Ta-
mang said the Karmapa,
who left India in 2017 with-
out any warning, may return
“very soon” and the State is
planning to send a delega-
tion to the monk in this re-

Growing importance: The 17th Karmapa, Ugyen Trinley Dorje,

left Indiain 2017 quite abruptly.

gard. The Karmapa is the
leader of the Karma Kagyu
branch of Buddhism.

“We have got a positive
reply to our demand that

=FILE PHOTO

17th Karmapa Ugyen Trinley
Dorje be allowed to visit Sik-
kim at the earliest. We be-
lieve it will happen very
soon,” said Mr. Tamang.

The 17th Karmapa has a
strong following in Sikkim,
where he remains popular
despite having stayed away
from India for the past four
years. Lama Dorje used to
reside in his impressive mo-
nastery located near the
Dhauladhar range in Dha-
ramsala. But Sikkim has al-
ways maintained that he
should be based in the State
as he is the ceremonial head
of the Rumtek monastery.

The importance of the
17th Karmapa is expected to
grow and he is likely to play a
role in the efforts to find a
successor to the Dalai Lama.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10

Kejriwal approves roll-out of Deshbhakti Curriculum

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

On the eve of the 75th Inde-
pendence Day, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal gave
his nod for the roll-out of the
‘Deshbhakti  Curriculum’,
which he said would instil pa-
triotism in young minds.

The focus of the curricu-
lum is to impart values, com-
petencies and behaviours to
students so they are
equipped to “participate ef-
fectively in a culture of de-

mocracy”, the government
stated. The framework has
three primary goals: instilling
a feeling of pride for the
country, building awareness
of responsibilities towards
the country; and commit-
ment to make a sacrifice for
the country.

“We kept on teaching
physics, chemistry and
maths for 70 years, no one
thought of teaching children
Deshbhakti. I am delighted
that the Deshbhakti Curricu-

lum will be launched in
schools of Delhi to instil pa-
triotism in young minds,” Mr.
Kejriwal said.

The Deshbhakti Curricu-
lum Committee submitted
the framework after detailed
deliberations and extensive
consultation over the last two
years. It was approved by the
governing council of the State
Council of Educational Re-
search and Training on Au-
gust 6. The curriculum also
“aims to develop a deep

sense of respect towards con-
stitutional values and seeks
to bridge the gap between va-
lues and action”.

The implementation meth-
odology will be child-centric
via a five-stage process: dis-
cussion in class initiated by
the teacher; classroom dis-
cussion among students facil-
itated by teacher; classroom
activities usually as group
work; homework to engage
with the family; and com-
munity and self-reflection.
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partners an all-inclusive
60,000 per student per
year, with 7% annual incre-
ment, for meeting recurring
expenses. The policy intends
to create 1,00,000 students
capacity in the next 2-3
years,” said Vinod Rao, Edu-
cation Secretary.

The project partners to be
selected through bidding will
be making all necessary in-

Hospitals refund money unduly
charged from insured patients

Several of the cases pertain to treatment of black fungus

MOHAMMED IQBAL
JAIPUR

Private hospitals in Rajas-
than have refunded money
to the tune of 36 lakh undu-
ly charged from patients in-
sured under the State go-
vernment’s flagship health
scheme, the Chief Minister’s
Chiranjeevi Swasthya Bima
Yojana, following an inter-
vention by the Medical and
Health Department. The un-
iversal health insurance
scheme was launched here
on May 1, 2021.

The hospitals empanelled
under the scheme have re-
funded the claim amount in
267 cases. Several of them
pertained to the treatment of
mucormycosis or black fun-
gus, which had emerged as a
major threat in the middle of
the second wave and was
subsequently added to the

list of permitted procedures.
Health Assurance Agency
chief executive officer Aruna
Rajoria said on Saturday that
over 1.6 lakh people had
availed themselves of cash-
less treatment under the
scheme. The complaints per-
taining to the patients being
unduly charged by the hospi-
tals are being examined and
refunds initiated, she said.

Lack of awareness
Over 1.3 crore families, com-
prising nearly 80% of the
State’s population, have
been registered as benefici-
aries of the scheme. Howev-
er, several hospitals and
even the beneficiaries were
unaware of its provisions as
it was introduced as the un-
iversal health insurance for
the first time in the State.

Ms. Rajoria said the confu-

sion had resulted in several
insured patients being undu-
ly charged by some hospi-
tals, despite the scheme giv-
ing an annual cashless
insurance cover of 5 lakh to
every family.

The flagship scheme has
arrived as a major step to-
wards ensuring social securi-
ty for vulnerable sections by
offering treatment of all dis-
eases, including COVID-19.

The Medical and Health
Department has initiated
several measures to avoid
confusion in future and ap-
pointed consultants in the
empanelled hospitals to as-
sist beneficiaries and guide
them to choose the most ap-
propriate treatment options.
Around-the-clock call centre
has also been established to
address any issue regarding
the scheme.

ment is in talks with the in-
ternational Cambridge Board
to create a special academic
curriculum.

Aligned with the Centre’s
education policy, the new re-
sidential schools will lay em-
phasis on bilingual medium
from Grade VI-VIII to prepare
the students for English me-
dium from Grade IX on-
wards.

Kabul: govt.
reviews plan
to evacuate
embassy

SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI

Amidst moves by other
countries to secure their
diplomats based in Af-
ghanistan, the Indian go-
vernment began a series
of  consultations on
whether to scale down
operations at its Embassy
in Kabul.

The meetings on Satur-
day in New Delhi came
amidst reports that the
Taliban has taken territo-
ry around 50 km from Ka-
bul, while Afghanistan
President Ashraf Ghani
said he was discussing
how to “remobilise” the
Afghanistan National De-
fence and Security Forces
(ANDSF) to protect the
capital and other cities.

DETAILS ON » PAGE 1
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LIC wishes all Indians a Happy Independence Day.
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We are indeed fortunate to have inherited a Constitution imbued with the visionary foresight and robust
pragmatism of our national icons and freedom fighters M. Venkaiah Naidu, Vice-President Page 15

Delhi borders sealed, security
beefed up in city ahead of I-Day

COVID-19 norms to be maintained at Red Fort, say police

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

All Delhi borders have been
sealed and nearly 30,000
police personnel have been
deployed ahead of the 75"
Independence Day.

Security has been beefed
up at strategic locations and
a multilayered security cov-
er has been put in place at
Red Fort from where Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will

address the nation on
Sunday.

The police said COVID-19
protocol will be maintained,
including social distancing
and over 5,000 security per-
sonnel will be deployed at
Red Fort alone.

Anti-drone systems have
also been installed at the
Red Fort in view of the re-
cent terror attack at IAF sta-
tion in Jammu airport. In ad-

dition to that, over 350
cameras have been installed
and their footage is being
monitored round-the-clock
through two police control
rooms situated in and
around the fort.

Police personnel have
been asked to keep an eye to
ensure that no stray kites are
seen in the areas around the
Red Fort during the Inde-
pendence Day celebrations.

Azadl
Amrit Mahotsav

ALSO OPEN TODAY 11:00 AM TO 8:30 PM
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*PUNCHKUIAN ROAD,Garwal Bhawan, (Near Jhandewalan, Gole Chkr.)
®* WAZIRPUR A-5, Near Richi Rich Banquet (Opp. Shalimar Bagh)
* JANAKPURI B-1/2, Main Najafgarh Road,Opp. Metro Pillar 543
¢NOIDA , Nirula’'s Sec-2, Near Metro Station, Sec-15, Noida, UP
«LAJPAT NAGAR, 49, Main Ring Road, Adj. Haldi Ram, Near Moolchand Crossing

AZADI KA SANDESH
SABSE PEHLE DESH

Today, the entire nation is celebrating ‘Azadi ka Amrit MahotsaV'. It is a day which brings pride and
joy to all of us. In the 74 years of independence, our country has scaled new heights of development
and has waved its flag in the world. Come, let us all make our valuable contribution in the making
of ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’ under the able leadership of Hon'ble Prime Minister. This will be a
true tribute to the freedom fighters.

Salute to the brave martyrs who laid down their lives for freedom of this country.

- Yogi Adityanath

Chief Minister, Uttar Pradesh

.. Information & Public Relations Department, Uttar Pradesh
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Man tied up,
thrashed for
vehicle ‘theft’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A man was allegedly beaten
up after being tied to a pole
on suspicion of vehicle
theft in north Delhi’s Burari
on August 10. While the vic-
tim is yet to identified, legal
action has been taken
against three identified ac-
cused, the police said.

The incident took place
at 2.30 p.m. on Tuesday in
Sant Nagar at Burari. “No
PCR call was received in
connection with the inci-
dent, however, a video of
the incident was circulated.
Based on that, we initiated
an enquiry into the matter
the same day,” a senior pol-
ice officer said.

In the video, a man is
seen tied to a pole and be-
ing assaulted by a few peo-
ple. He was later let off after
a warning.

Three men who were
seen assaulting the man in
the video were identified
and notices have been is-
sued to them to join investi-
gation whenever called,
the police said. The ac-
cused allegedly told the
police that the victim was
caught while he was trying
to escape after stealing one
of their rickshaws.

OBITUARY &

REMEMBRANCE
DEATH

SAD DEMISE

Mrs.KALYANI
RANGANATHAN

W/o Late. K.Ranganathan,
Advocate, Erode
DOB : 09-06-1939
DOD: 13-08-2021
Deeply Mourned by Sons:
Deepak Krishna Ranganathan,
Executive Director,
Sketchline Apparels Pvt Ltd.,
R.Ganesh, Advocate, Erode
and Family & Friends.
Ph: 9944488297,
9842788297,9842747070

In Memoriam: Mrs. Sita Balasubrama-
nian 26.05.1946 - 11.08.2021. “Now
cracks a noble heart. Good night,
sweet princess and flights of angels
sing thee to thy rest” Daughter of
(Late) Mr. R. Venkateswaran of
Madras and Calcutta and Wife of
Mr. T.N. Balasubramanian (Balan)
Planter (Retd), Munnar, Valparai, The
Nilgiris, Coorg and Chikmagalur.
Deeply Mourned by Balan, Srini,
Shankar, Sumitra and The Family.

; Eiernally ir! our hearts

N RAMKUMAR

08 Nov 1855 - 13 Aug 2021
Son of late Sri TK Nagalingam
Grandson of late Sri
Thiruppugazh Mani
TM Krishnaswamy lyer
Son-in-law of Late Sri
S Balasubramanian and
Smt Saroja
Survived by loving sons
Krishnaswamy (Krishna) and
Bhaskar Narayan (Harsha)
"Mourned by family and friends
in the loss of a person who
touched lives and brightenad

this world
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Clty records : 'Break monsoon' phase likely to continue till August 18

(apital to soon boastof roads it I

SUNDAY, AUG. 15 northwest India is likely to continue till August 18 and “good

RISE  05:51 SET 19:01 rainfall” in the last 10 days of the month is expected to cover the

: ° ° :
\~ RISE 12:26 SET 23:34 : ©  PRESS TRUST OF INDIA : precipitation deficit in the Capital, weather forecasters said on
MONDAY, AUG. 16 : I 1 ‘ / a 1 I I u I Op ea I I S a I I a I S {  NEW DELHI ¢ Saturday. The Safdarjung Observatory, which provides
RISE  05:52 SET 19:00 : : . : tative figures for the capital, has recorded a meagre
: . The maximum tempera- : 'EPresen g prtat, 9
\_ RISE 13:33 SET 00:00 : : P : 63.2mm rainfall in August so far against the normal of 123.1 mm,a

ture in the national capital

resoavae 1y Pilotstretch developed on existing road between Chirag Delhi and Sheikh Sarai . on Saturday settled at 36.8 S1ortfall of 49%, according to the IMD.
\ RISE 14;40 SET 00;18 E degrees Celsius, three
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT R . + SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT Q The 800-m-long . mnotches above the season’s
. o NEW DELHI N T g A R ’ stretch here is part ¢ normal, according to the gABm FUNDAMENTAl BNTE]
Delh.l VYeather max min The Capital will soon boast of the pilot stage of Meteorological °
Delhi City 37 27 of roads along European the proiect. We ¢ Department. e~ : .
Safdarjang 37 27 ¢ gstandards that will showcase h P hJ : hi The minimum tempera- 2
Palam 3728 © the exquisite beauty and cul- nave thoroughly ture settled at 26.8 degrees
Delhi Palam Today ¢ ture of the city, Chief Minis- msI.)ecte‘d the i Celsius while the relative
36°C A comfortable morning ~ : ter Arvind Kejriwal an- entire pilotstretch - pymidity recorded at 5.30
and ?ay will bek"ery (‘;"T_‘Tt‘;"'th - nounced on Saturday. and will d}SC“SS s p.m.was49%, MeT depart-
mgg’e);ast:w%gs}/ andigntfo Mr. Kejriwal made the an- shortcomings and © ment officials said.
nouncement after inspecting y _ _— . strengths The weather office has
Delhi Palam Tomorrow ¢ beautification work carr‘ied : ) S N ARVIND KEJRIWAL predicted part‘ly cloudy sky
37°C Dry and warm weather - out on the BRT Road (Chirag PAVING THE WAY ;f ;"bsxs g I?(megf Chief Winister . for Sunday with the maxi-
would continue with occasional : Delhi to Sheikh Sarai) which, « Stipulated « Redevel tof | th d from th ment has developed this @ mum temperature likely to
; : ; L pulate edevelopment o e road from the : :
\F,)V?:(Ifé ﬁlli):IISy sky and light along with modernity in de-  geadline of about 5.5 km of the  Wazirpur Depot stretch of road onthelinesof - settle around 37 degrees
: ¢ sign also offers a glimpse of redevelopment  road from Ring Road | Crossing to Rithala the design pattern of the T3 : Celsius and the minimum
© Copyright Skymet Weather 2010 ¢ patriotism and heritage. of 540 roads: to Ashram has been  metro station is approach road,” the govern- : temperature is expected to
Al rights reserved. ©  As part of the project to 2023 | completed | under progress ment stated. © be around 26 degrees
. redesign 540 km of the City’s , york on a road of about 5.2 km from Britannia Chowk to “This 800-metre stretch : Celsius. . e
streets along international Outer Ring Road in Pritampura's West Enclave area is under way from Chirag Delhi to Sheikh : On Friday, the national 5
THES52 HINDU ¢ standards, a pilot stretch Sarai on the BRT Road has : capital recorded a high of B
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested 1o | - Was developed at Lal Baha- been completely moder- : 36.2degrees Celsius. 75-”' gE AR OF INDEPENDENCE ] =
verify and make appropriate enquiriesto | ¢ dur Shastri Marg by rede- [ ] nised on the lines of Euro- %
satisfy themselves about the veracity of : S
an advertisement fefore responding to | ¢ signing and beautifying the pean cities. Two statues of

any published in this newspaper. THG

Ovvner of s mewspopér. coee notveucs | Toad between Chirag Delhi freedom fighters, Bhagat

for the authenticty of agavertisement | ¢ and Sheikh Sarai. Singh and Rani Laxmi Bai, .

ot ndorsenviss nosen e | «In the first phase of this have been installed on the Canara Bank
t , Empl f thi H : . . . . . .

gérg%sanﬁngfpv%ﬁi%‘é?"f%ﬁ{ 'ZE’E:'E  project, 540 ki of roads in roadside to instil patriotism T THR BT STHA A Government of India Undertaking

ané/or damages for advertisen¥ents in : the city will be beautified among the people, it also

this newspaper.

: and redesigned as per Euro-
¢ pean standards. The 800-

: metre-long stretch here is

¢ part of the pilot stage of the

IN BRIEF i project. We have thoroughly

inspected the entire pilot

stated. Together We Can

In addition, the govern-
ment said, two fountains,
artwork on the fob, 10 sand-
stone benches, a marble
Buddha statue, a state-of-

Celebrating the ~spirii‘ of 59X,

Criminal arrested after ¢ stretch and will discuss its  Arvind Kejriwal on Saturday during inspection of the-art information board,

exchange of fire . shortcomings and beautification work on BRT Road. =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 10 steel elements, and sand- - ’ - =)
NEW DELHI : strengths,” Mr. Kejriwal stat- stone art work have been N ew ’ n d’a -
A 26-year-old man was ¢ ed. er,” the Chief Minister also  part of the BRT Road from done here.

arrested following an ©  “We will work on the next  stated. Chirag Delhi to Sheikh Sarai A cycle track and footpath

Eéﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁzsifggﬁ;,: Dwarka projects accordingly and be- According to the govern- was selected for develop- have also been built on one

officials said on Saturday. ' gin _with the phase one of re-  ment, Mr. Kejriwal had visit- ment as a pilot model. side of the roac!. A large

Rahul alias Kuldeep Kasana designing 540 km of roads. ed another sample st_retch at number of saplings have

was allegedly the The Delhi government, Nehru Naga.r on Aprll 6 and Roqm for planters ) been planted to curb pollu-

sharpshooter of Jitenderand | through the Public Works expressed his desire to deve- ~ “This part already had side- tion, the FOB has been deve-

Ashok Pardhan gangand was | Department, has1,280kmof lop the roads of Delhi ac-  walks and open granite floor  loped as a selfie point along

wanted in a case of attempt . roads under its purview and  cording to the European spaces around the FOB. Suf-  with the development of cy-

to murder, they said. Hehad | Phase one of this project is  standard roads. ficient room for planters has cle tracks, and seating arran-

also jumped parole in a ¢ being undertaken on roads Following this suggestion, been provided here as well. gements have been made

kidnapping case. : of 100-feet width and high- the government stated, a The Public Works Depart- available at regular intervals.

Pink Line metro trains to haVe DELHI METRO RAIL CORPORATION LTD.

(A Joint Venture of Govt. of India & Govt. of NCT Delhi)

NEW UmlﬂgS due tO Slgnal WOl"k Don’t risk your life by flying

kites near Metro lines

7 5“‘ Independence Day

Normal services to be restored from September 11 Yeao . Greetings
. ‘ -
STAFF REPORTER p-m. The revised timings will ends will continue to com- : . 2=
NEW DELHI begin from August 16 and mence from 8 a.m., as per
In a bid to integrate the re- normal services will be res-  the usual practice. However, )
cently inaugurated Mayur Vi-  tored from September 11. the last train services from Canara Canara | Canara Canara
har Pocket 1-Trilokpuri San- In a statement issued, the  the two terminating stations ﬁ\ HOME iS— VEHICLE GOLD § EDUCATION
jay Lake stretch, with the DMRC said, “First train ser-  will be at 10 p.m. instead of 11 LOAN % _LOAN LOAN
existing signalling system, vice from both ends — Majlis  p.m. Union Minister Hardeep
the first and last trains on the ~ Park and Shiv Vihar — will ~ Singh and Chief Minister Ar-
Pink Line will be regulated, commence at 6.30 a.m. in- vind Kejriwal had, on August -
ton - (DMRO) - said " on  milaly, he s rain service. ik’ on the 59 klong Moy = e o Conard | g Canara | 2
Saturday. from both ends will start at  lis Park-Shiv Vihar Pink Line. Be aware. Be pr otected. | _ @ 'I;A:rﬁg:g E:g“ a gg?&t T g’;ﬁi’.‘ﬁ; ’-é
While the first train from 10 p.m. instead of the 11 p.m. While the Pink Line be- S —_— ©
both ends of the Pink Line at present.” came operational in 2019, > The Metrolines have 25,000 VoIS of power flowing through them. - & - : ——
will begin at 6.30 a.m., half construction work on the > Dom't fly kites near them at all. g W @canarabork Yo CanaraBarkOfical  § canarabonk (@ canarabankinsta _ @ canaroborkofficiol _Linked ] cancraberk
an hour after than the usual, Sunday exception stretch could not be complet- > Never touch a kite or thread stuck in the Metro power Imes." z, = B = oo
the last train will start at 10 The DMRC added that on ed due to a land-related dis- > Don’t use a metallic powder coated manjha. = Call Canara@1800 425 0018 8 - @ @ /U:S}
p.m. instead of the usual 11 ~ Sundays, services from both  pute in the area. = www.canarabank.com WEAR WASH KEEP STAY AVOID
MASK HANDS DISTANCE AT HOME CROWDS

Follow us: @G]. @officiaDMRC &8 www.delhimetrorail.com

Drunk SHO suspended
for abusing sub-inspector

wwon by Tim over - telephone TRULY INDEPENDENT WHEN
Statiqn House Ofﬁce.r of Vi- around midnigh?. .
b aced e o a e o ston NO ONE IS DEPENDANT

sion for allegedly ill-treating  formed that the SHO was in

Ralcotyres.com

RALCO

"VRES{ TREAD NEW PATHS |

a sub- inspector-rank officer,  an inebriated condition and Empower women to write their own destiny, to ride their own path, on their own
the police said on Saturday.  had abused the SI. Subse- ’ . ;
APCRcall wasreceivedat ~ quently, when the ACP vehicles. Only then, will we be truly independent.
1 a.m. on Saturday at Vijay called the SHO and asked th )
Vihar police station, whe- him to return, he refused Happy 19 Independen ce Day

rein an Sl alleged thathewas amounting  to “gross
on emergency duty and the insubordination”.
SHO was abusing him in an During further search, 10
inebriated condition. The SI,  bottles of liquor were found
further, said that he would in an almirah in the SHO’s
take his own life if appro- room. The police said that
priate action was not taken.  the officer had been warned
Acting on the call, Assis- for his conduct earlier as
tant Commissioner of Police ~ well.
Prashant Vihar reached the The matter was brought
spot and verified the details.  to the notice of senior offic-
It was revealed that the SHO  ers in the morning and the
had left the police station SHO was placed under sus-
without making a general di- pension and sent to district
ary entry though permission lines.
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Over 30,000 girls have not received 1 sanitary pads for 16 months

Delhi govt. restructured its Udaan scheme to give 10 pads a month, but the initiative is stuck as no tender for procurement has been floated as per revised BIS norms

NIKHIL M BABU
NEW DELHI

Irfana Begum, 45, said she
was surprised when an ASHA
worker came to her house
with a pack of sanitary pads
for 6 in early 2020 for her 18-
year-old daughter.

“If we are buying a packet
from outside it costs around
40 rupees. It was a good
scheme and was helpful to
us, but we have not been get-
ting it for a long time now,”
Ms. Begum said at her house
in an unauthorised colony in
Sarai Kale Khan.

Her daughter, Iqra, who is
now 19 years old, is mentally

unwell and has studied only
till class five, and her hus-
band has been out of work for
the last two years.

Under the government’s
Udaan scheme, like Igra,
30,000 out-of-school girls
used to get a pack of six sani-
tary pads for I6 a month.

But the scheme has
stopped for the past 16
months as the government
has not floated a tender for
new suppliers, according to
ASHA workers and officials.

Most of the beneficiaries of
the scheme are from econom-
ically backward backgrounds.

The scheme has not been

Irfana Begum and Igra.

functional from April 2020,
around the time when the
pandemic hit the city. “It has
been restructured to give 10

= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

sanitary pads free of cost to
about 70,000 out of school
girls a month, including some
students in  municipal

schools. A new tender for pro-
curing the sanitary pads as
per the revised BIS standards
is yet to be floated,” a Delhi
government official said.

When contacted, a Delhi
government spokesperson
did not offer a comment on
why the scheme is not
operational.

In December 2019, the Del-
hi High Court had asked the
Delhi government and civic
bodies to keep providing sani-
tary pads for free to school-
going girls and those who
dropped out and continue
with their awareness pro-
grammes and schemes to pro-
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India.

Happy Independence Day

to the People of
Himachal Pradesh

Jai Hind !

‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’
marks 75 years of Independent India.
It is the time to celebrate

the spirit of freedom and

the freedom fighters

who inspire generations.

‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’

is the celebration of new ideas,
new resolutions, developments,
global peace, and the zeal

to fulfil the dreams of the State.
As a tribute to our freedom fighters,
let us take a pledge for

the progress of the country
and the State.
Together, we will realise
the dream of a self-reliant

Jai Ram Thakur

Chief Minister, Himachal Pradesh

3 www.himachalpr.gov.in {J)HimachalPradeshGovtiPRDept [ DPR Himachal (9 dprhp

Mahotsav
of India's freedom

mote menstrual hygiene.

Surbhi Singh, a gynaecolo-
gist and founder of Sacchi Sa-
heli, an NGO working for wo-
men’s health and education,
said that they have been dis-
tributing sanitary pads and
have found that there is a
need for pads in poor
households.

“Many times, men in the fa-
mily, who are breadwinners,
think of sanitary pads as a lux-
ury and something that is
avoidable. Women are depen-
dent in many cases and have
to suffer because of this. Sani-
tary pads are needed for bet-
ter hygiene,” Dr. Singh said.

“If there are funds for the
scheme, then it is not accep-
table that the government is
not distributing the pads. In
Scotland, sanitary pads are
given for free to every wo-
man. But in India, it is not gi-
ven for free to even poor peo-
ple,” she added.

Hygiene scheme

It is part of the Central go-
vernment’s Menstrual Hy-
giene Scheme (MHS), wherein
funds are given to State go-
vernments to purchase the
sanitary pads. The scheme
was implemented under the
name of Udaan by the Delhi

-

vaccine shots in Delhi on Saturday. =r.v. moorTHY

50 new COV
one death rej

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The city reported only 50
new COVID-19 cases in the
past 24 hours, taking the to-
tal cases to 14,37,038, as per
a bulletin released by the
Delhi government on Satur-
day. There was only one
death reported and the total

number of deaths stood at
25,069. A total of 70,512 tests
were done in a day and the
test positivity rate was
0.07%. Of the total cases,
14,11,491 people have reco-
vered and there are only 478
active cases in the city.

As per another bulletin,
the COVID-19 vaccine stock

Minor accuses uncle of
sexual assault; case filed

Her aunt also beat her, say police

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

A six-year-old girl was alleg-
edly sexually assaulted by
her uncle in Dwarka’s Bin-
dapur, following which the
police have registered a case
under the POCSO Act, offi-
cials said on Saturday.

The girl’s parents live in
Uttar Pradesh’s Buland-
shahr but she has been stay-
ing in Delhi with her uncle
and aunt for some time.

On August 13, the police
received a call that a minor
girl has been injured. When
a team visited the spot, they
found some members of an
NGO there. In their pre-
sence, the police conducted
an enquiry during which it
was revealed that since the
girl was not studying despite
being told to do so, her aunt
beat her with a “hot tong”.

“The injury was minor in
nature and her guardian as-
sured us they would look af-
ter the child. As they amica-

bly sorted the issue, no legal
action was taken. But later
on the same day, we got to
know the child has been ta-
ken to the DDU hospital,” a
senior police officer said.

The officer said the girl
was beaten up by her aunt
but when she was later ta-
ken to hospital, she told the
police in her statement that
she was sexually assaulted
by her uncle.

“When a medical exami-
nation was done, no physi-
cal injury marks were found
on her private parts. Howev-
er, an investigation is under-
way to ascertain her allega-
tion,” said Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Dwarka) Santosh Kumar
Meena. “After medical ex-
amination and due enquiry,
a case was registered under
sections of the Indian Penal
Code and the Protection of
Children from Sexual Of-
fences Act at Bindapur pol-
ice station.”

government from April 2019.
Though the target was to
reach 50,000 adolescent girls
a month, the government was
able to distribute it to about
30,000 girls on an average.

The scheme was also
aimed at creating awareness
about safe and hygienic men-
strual health practices.

After the scheme was
started in 2019, the Delhi go-
vernment decided to in-
crease the number of pads to
10 from six and also give the
pads for free. The contract,
which was signed in 2019
with a private company, ex-
pired in March 2020.

Women coming out of a government school in Nand Nagri after receiving their COVID-19

-19 infections,
ported in city

in the city will last for six
days and there are 3,96,110
doses of Covishield and
2,91,040 doses of Covaxin.

A total of 1,20,541 doses
were administered on Fri-
day and till now, 1,13,58,263
doses of vaccines have been
administered in the Capital,
the bulletin added.

Officials told
to report to
work on time
or face action

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government’s
Women and Child Develop-
ment (WCD) Department
has warned its officials of
strict action after some of
them said they were re-
porting late to work due to
COVID-19 restrictions on
public transport systems.

Last month, the depart-
ment had issued show-
cause notices to 49 officials
for coming late to work.

In a memorandum, the
Women and Child Develop-
ment Department said it
did not find the justifica-
tion given by the officials
satisfactory since everyone
is aware of the restrictions
imposed by the govern-
ment on public transport
systems. “The officials
should have started early
for office to ensure their at-
tendance as per official
timings,” it said.

Unclaimed Amrapali flats maybe resold,
SC orders final notice be given to buyers

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has in-
itiated a process to cancel
bookings of over 9,500 Am-
rapali project flats, which are
unclaimed or booked in the
name of fictitious people or
are benami property, to fund
stalled projects.

A Bench of justices U.U.
Lalit and Ajay Rastogi gave
the direction after Court Re-
ceiver senior advocate R.
Venkatamramani and advo-
cate M.L. Lahoty, appearing
for the homebuyers, said

they have submitted a note
that the unsold inventory
and flats booked on fictitious
names, need to be resold to
generate funds for pending
projects.

“At this stage, we allow the
receiver to go ahead and
grant final opportunity to
9,538 homebuyers. Time of
two weeks be granted to
them to come forward and
register themselves, failing
which the concerned apart-
ments/villas booked by those
homebuyers in the first cate-
gory shall be treated as un-

sold inventory and can then
be proceeded with for the
purposes of effecting appro-
priate sales,” the Bench said.

Two categories

It said the Court Receiver has
pointed out two categories of
homebuyers: the 9,538 ho-
mebuyers who have neither
registered in the Customer
Data nor have made any pay-
ments after July 2019; and
6,210 homebuyers, who have
registered in the Customer
Data but have also not made
any payment since July 2019.
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The colours of the nation run in our veins.

On this 75" Independence Day, we celebrate this great nation
and our role in shaping it over the years.

*T&C Apply

Retail Banking * Corporate Banking * Priority Sector Banking

@ IDBI BANK

Bank Aisa Dost Jaisa

Toll Free Numbers :
1800-209-4324 - 1800-22-1070
Visit us : www.idbibank.in
Followusat: B @ @ O 6

THE BANKSTREET

JEWELLERS

5, PUSA ROAD
Metro Pillar No. 79, Karol Bagh, New Delhi-110005

Ph.: 011-45678333 | Mob.: 9250010399 / 400

Only one Destination for

Wedding and

Daily wear
Jewellery Collection

Offer

LAST DAY
3 ONLY

ONLY

%150%145%| 4%

Discount on Discount on Discount on || making chargeson
Polki' Jewellery | (Diamond Jewellery | 161, GIA & HRD solitaire | | 22 KT Gold Jewellery

B.l.S. Hallmark Jewellery
Lowest Gold Rate in Delhi / NCR
100% BUY BACK GUARANTEE

- Follow us on w www.thebankstreetjeweller.com 4 70%%3{,5,

Loose Diamonds available @ factory Rate

Exchange your old Diamond &
Gold Jewellery and Buy New Jewellery
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E5 =~ Fulfil your Lifetime Ambition

to have a Property in Delhi

Mega E-Auction (13" Phase)

of Prime Commercial, Residential,
- Institutional, Industrial,
i - Group Housing Plots, Built up Shops
=N ..and many more & v
~a | — — ( : e A

Built up Commercial CNG/Green Fuel
(ngggz{llmts Eﬁa 41 Plots (Freehold) EB 07 (sl_ilctgfe Fee basis)
Expandable . . :
. Group Housing
Housing Scheme J.é‘ Function Sites ?
==\ 24 Plots (EHS) (ol m 25 (Licence Fee basis) mg 07 Plots (Freehold)
A Group Housing . Institutional ~— Industrial
A 0 'D’V'V‘e‘,flﬁgﬁ;",g'; fggeho,d) 1 76 Plots (Leasehold) M 30 Plots (Freenold)
Kiosks/Restaurant S ()] Mobile Towers PP~ § Residential
%Oi 56 Units (Licence fee basis) A 25 (Licence fee basis) m 36 Plots (Freenold)

Important Dates & Events

23.08.2021 (Monday) Opening of Help Desk and commencement of e-Registration

24.09.2021 (Friday) (06.00 PM) Closing Time of e-Registration and online EMD submission

27.09.2021 (Monday) Online Bidding for Residential (36) and Institutional (76)

28.09.2021 (Tuesday) Online Bidding for Industrial (30), Group Housing Plots (07) and Built up Shops/Units (150)

29.09.2021 (Wednesday) Online Bidding for Expandable Housing Scheme Plots (24), Commercial (41),
CNG/Green Fuel Sites (07) and Kiosks/Restaurant (56)

30.09.2021 (Thursday) Online Bidding for Mobile Towers (25), Function Sites (25) and Group Housing Plots
(Small Size Dwelling Units) (04)

For details about Plots/Properties and procedure, kindly visit our e-auction website www.ddaeauction.co.in Or Click the e-auction link available at our site
www.dda.org.in and download the same though "E-AUCTION OF PROPERTIES" link available at home page of e-auction portal. Intending bidders may register
themselves/their firms online at the above site through "REGISTER WITH US" link. Kindly note that digital signature of all the intending bidders are mandatory
to participate in e-auction of DDA. A Help Desk has been opened at the Nagrik Suvidha Kendra, Ground Floor, 'D' Block, Vikas Sadan, INA, New Delhi which will
start from 23.08.2021 to assist the intending bidders in the ongoing process of e-auction. For obtaining digital signatures and registration/training of
prospective bidders and for any other clarification on e-acuction process, please contact our Help Desk no. 011-49424365/8800991846/8800378610 from
11.00 am to 5.00 pm (all working days) or at: ddaauction@etenderwizard.com Neeraj Bharati, Commissioner(LD-11)

For the Fivcs o
E-Auction of'"’ First time

4 mal| Sjze i
Nits Group Housing gl'g:s"mg

-
- - —

For further details contact:

&“MMENT o

Commissioner (LD-I), Room No. A/105, Vikas Sadan, INA, New Delhi-110023, Ph.: 011-24622670
&/ DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Laying foundation for a better tomorrow
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FRUAE SRS BT BRI
AT Ud T TAVSH, STHAGTL

Email ID — eedwsd.jamshedpur@gmail.com

feAiH— 14.08.2021

The undersigned, on behalf of the Government of Jharkhand, invites bids for the work mentioned in table

below through e-Procurement from eligible and approved Contractors, registered in with Drinking Water & Sanitation
Department, Government of Jharkhand, Central Government / State Govt. or any PSU or any agency of International or
National repute may participate in the bid but registration with Drinking Water & Sanitation Department, Government of
Jharkhand will be essential within a period of two months from date of award after issue of Letter of Acceptance. The bid
shall be submitted online in the Website https://jharkhandtenders.gov.in. The bidder(s) should have necessary portal
enrolment with their own Digital Signature Certificate:

PHG g el
Detailed survey, designing and drawing, Construction of R.C.C.
Intake Well cum Pump House, R.C.C. Gangway 40 M long and
3.00 M wide, 1.00 MLD capacity Unconventional Water Treatment
Plant, RCC Elevated Service Reservoir- (i) 2.30 Lakh Litre capacity
with 18 M Staging, Staff Quarter, Compound wall, Approach road,
1 P BT A Supplying and laying Raw and Clear Water rising main and
Distribution Network, House Connection, Supplying and Installation
of VT and Centrifugal pump motor, Five years operation &
maintenance with allied works etc. all complete job for Nutangarh
& Adjoining village Rural pipe Water Supply Scheme under
D.W. & S. Division Jamshedpur on turnkey basis.”
2 | vramfora wifdr 67121000.00 (B: BRI SHETR I JFHII BlR) BU
3 ARH AT B T 672000.00 (B: TRG TR BVIR)
4 RATT faus &1 g 10000.00 (9 BIR)
EEEVES KRG 24 Month+3 Month (Trial and Run)
6 qIATSS TR 3TeAS R B fafr 17.08.2021 T 9.00 YaTed
; . 20.08.2021 BT 1.00 IAURTEH, AMA=I T, YaoTel Ud ool
7| @S A R o frmr, S & Frat e 7|
8 | Ffder ura s @ eiftm fifyr 31.08.2021 P 4.00 RIS TP
R R v P @ <fer | 01:09:2021 BT 2,00 ToT AHTRTE T PIIUTTD I, Gorer Td
0 N WW,W/NQWW,WWWW'
T 3o, STHRIGYY /&S qe A, I ve, e, deore gd
wread! o, SRS, |
10 | ffaer @rem @ [l 02.09.2021 BT 2.00 Fof
AR ; . YIST Ud YEaeed] JHed, SHRIQYR
M T P19 T ppED e, JfecagR wivr, SmfeagR |
12 ﬁﬁ? @E :IT-? aret weteTd e FRIUTETS AT, YISTel T qeedl THed, SHRIGYR
13 | AT &< aret wrafera @1 Wua W@ | 0657 — 2371051
14 | S Wage ol BT 3oU e Ho 0651 — 2480345

PR 251366 Drinking Water and Sanitation (21-22)_D

foTq ad—2021 3 ST o aTel BIA—BTATII 2] et T3—2020—21 & o Ud Aefforh
F3— 2021—22 Y Y ANefOD AR §RT S—H 9T UIee WR USIbRYT Ud Uoiidpd Al

Ae—1. daa 3-Mfder & WeR & S|
2. ﬁ?ﬁﬁ ferol Jearge— https://jharkhandtenders.gov.in % <T@ ST FEHT 7 |
3. TasBterd IR Ud SR @1 IR Te—d¢ Wahh ¥ |

RICES GRS ERI
SRWUS YT P 8% ATGT U 0TS0 ATl & 2eifore T9—2020—22 &

ERT AR STRETS

S ESIERICINPASH IRV BN IIRPACISIIS IINERCCINCA RN

o [N o
IECINEEINEINEERIEIIS

TR Tt ST @ —

2018 & I UBATHS HRATS og S—hATl diced bl

S—dedror Yicd
H0 yfparcie wrarg ave B @ R
IRGVE IH TG I & G AT U1 dloUSo ARTdenadl &
1 [Serfore A—2020—22 B AU 982021 F AR oH AT BIF—BIARA 30.09.2021
2q eI [F—2020—21 & foIQ e ufsham &1 sifem k¥
TS AeTOrh WA §RT BE—BTFRN & de & q+ & 3ffaH
2 R | 20.10.2021
3 T I GRT &P et W T4 A 31.08.2021
HRIHT §RT AIIBROT 8g e @1 3ifom fafr o

3ITIE I Ufsha dqerm 3= fem <= https://ekalyan.cgg.gov.in TR <1 ST Havdl 2 |

PR.NO.251314 Schedule Tribe, Schedule Caste, Minority and Backward Class Welfare Department(21-22):D

Srfearet HearoT g |

DIVISION REASI
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Fresh e-NIT No.71 REW REASI of 2021 Dated:- 06-08-2021

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of UT Jammu and Kashmir e-tenders are invited on item rate basis from|
approved and eligible contractors registered with Union Territory of J&K for the below mentioned works under|
Capex (P.R.1)& General Education scheme in respect of Block Bhomag/Arnas for the year 2021-22:-

FRIUTAS AT BT FRTT
Yo Ud Weedl YHEd, SFRIGYR

fafder 38 3q gaen

27.07.2021,

YooTeT U9 Wl Hed
PR 251320(Drinking Water and Sanitation)21-22*D SRR

T gRT qfed fhar Sirar & & 34
PR gRT ST g0 Mfdar e
w=@-RWSS-20/JSR/2021-22 fe=i®
gt PR No. 250337
(Drinking Water & Sanitation) 21-22
(D) &7 SRER HRUEeT 3% fHar ST 2 |

PP A=

The then undivided Assam was one of the most ardent participants against
1 the colonial struggle, but the narratives of Assam find no resonance in

Position of funds =
Position of AAA=

TheBiddingdocumentsConsistingofqualifyinginformation,eligibilitycriteria,specifications,Drawings, billof]
quantities(B.0.Q),Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the
departmental website

S. Name of Work Adv. Cost | Costof | Time Time and Class of
No| (inlacs) |document| Allowed dateof | Contractor
(in%) for opening
completion | of tender
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 |Const. of Troad from Nai Basti to| 950 | 600- | 02month | 21-08-2021| AB.C&D
Kathroo in Pyt.Sujandhar. Block
Bhomag and District Reasi Under
Capex (1stCall)
2 |Const of Additional class Room with| g79 | 600~ | 02 month | 21-08-2021| ABC&D
verandah at M.S chubbi in Pyt.
Salalkote Block Arnas and District
Reasiunder General Education
(1stCall)
Note:-  After opening of the tender, if the rates quoted by the lowest bidder is found to the high and value of|

work is more than the Adv. Amount he /she is advised to negotiate his/her quoted rates with the
department / offer his /her consent within 05 days after opening of the tenders, failing which the|
work shall be putto fresh tender as no allotment shall be made beyond the Adv. Amount.

Available
Accorded

of holiday on said date, the bid shall be opened on next
day.

1 | Date of Issue of Tender Notice 06-08-2021

2 | Period of downloading of bidding documents 10-08-2021 to 21-08-2021 upto 1500 Hrs.
3 | Bid submission Start Date 10-08-2021

4 | Bid Submission End Date 21-08-2021 upto 1500 Hrs.

5 | Date & time of opening of Technical Bids (Online)in case | 21-08-2021 on or after 1500 Hrs.

Date & time of opening of Financial Bids (Online)
(Of only successful technical bidders)

To be notified after technical bid evaluation is
completed

Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of name of work duly crediting to
J&KBank Account Number 0029010200002045 (J&K Bank Main Branch Bus Stand Reasi) favouring
Executive Engineer REW, Division, Reasi uploading a copy of e challan/receipt. Bid securing declaration|
form as per format enclosed.The Bank Guarantee should be valid for 45 days beyond bid validity. The
original instruments in respect of cost of documents, EMD and relevant documents of L 1be submitted to
the Executive Engineer REW, Reasi at the time of allotment.

Bidders can resubmit/withdraw the bids as specified.

The bids for the works shall remain valid for a period of 45 days from the date of opening of Technical bids.

The earnest money shall be forfeited, If:-

Any bidder/tenderer withdraws his bid/tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications

in the terms and conditions of the bid.

In case contractor fails to execute the agreement within 07 days after fixation of contract.

DIP/J-5279

Sd/-

(Er. Pankaj Sharma)
Executive Engineer

REW Reasi
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Kashmir markets run
short of national flags

L-G directs hoisting of Tricolour at govt. buildings

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

The Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP)
J&K headquarters located at Srina-
gar’s Jawahar Nagar witnessed a rare
beeline of people placing orders for
the tricolour ahead of Indepen-
dence Day as markets ran short of
the flags in the Kashmir Valley this
year.

Ceiling lifted

In a first, the Lieutenant-Governor’s
administration has directed officials
to hoist flags on all government
buildings, including educational in-
stitutes, hospitals, departmental of-
fices, courts and municipalities. De-
puty Commissioners have been
directed to ensure that all rehear-
sals, Independence Day functions,
and the hoisting of flags, are filmed
for official records.

The administration has also de-
cided to lift the pandemic-related
ceiling on the assembly of more than
25 people for staff members and stu-
dents to organise I-Day functions in
schools and colleges on August 15.

—_ =
Ghanta Ghar at Lal Chowk in Srinagar

illuminated with the Tricolour on
Saturday. =NissAR AHMAD

There are 11,633 educational insti-
tutes in the Kashmir division.

The move has led to a dearth of
flags and the BJP’s office has been
busy arranging cloth and stitching
flags. The BJP has also decided to
double the ceremonies by its party
leaders in 46 Assembly constituen-
cies and 10 District Headquarters of
the Kashmir Valley. “We held
around 50 ceremonies last year.
This year, we will organise 100 cere-
monies of flag hoisting,” BJP spokes-
person Altaf Thakur told The Hindu.

TMC courts Left in Tripura

Bratya Basu appeals to
CPI(M) supporters to
switch camps

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
AGARTALA

Criticising the Opposition CPI(M) in
Tripura for allegedly not coming out
on the streets to protest against the
“State-sponsored terror tactics” of
the BJP and protect its supporters,
senior Trinamool Congress leader
Bratya Basu on Saturday appealed to
the Left supporters to join the Ma-
mata Banerjee-led party.

The CPI(M), which ruled the State
for 25 years before being ousted by a
BJP-led coalition in 2018, however,
denied the charge and said its work-
ers and leaders were the first to face
the attack of the BJP.

“When the BJP has let loose a
reign of terror in Tripura, the lead-
ers of the main Opposition party CPI
(M) are not coming out on the

streets to protest. If the leaders do
not stand by the supporters, they
should join our party,” Mr. Basu, al-
so a Minister in West Bengal, said.

The CPI(M) should not help the
BJP party by opposing the TMC, Mr.
Basu told a press conference.

The TMC dethroned the CPI(M)-
led Left Front in West Bengal in 2011.
The Mamata Banerjee-led party re-
turned to power in the State for its
third consecutive term earlier this
year facing stiff opposition from the
BJP.

Mr. Basu alleged that people in
the State are looking for shelter in
the face of terror unleashed by the
BJP in both the States - Tripura and
West Bengal.

At least 14 leaders and workers of
the TMC, including those injured in
an alleged attack by BJP workers,
were arrested in Tripura on August 8
for ‘violating Covid norms’. “We
were not afraid. It is a state-spon-
sored terror tactic,” Mr. Basu said.

pra—
| (Y5 India is the land of freedom fighters
whose sacrifices towards upholding
the unity and integrity of the Nation
are unforgettable. Let us celebrate
1 ‘Aazadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ and salute
all the heroes on this auspicious
occasion of Independence Day. %%/

-Manohar Lal, Chief Minister, Haryana

Govt. of Haryana

Aazadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav

15 August, 2021

Heartiest Greetings

on the auspicious
occasion of

Independence Day

Wishing everyone a very Happy
75th Independence Day. This day
is dedicated to India's potential
and limitless talent which is being
appreciated on every stage of
the world today. The country is
energized by the power of
collectiveness of 130 crore
Indians and moving forward with
the ideology of 'Nation First,
Always First'. Jai Hind!

-Narendra Modi
Prime Minister

? Information, Public Relations & Languages Department, Haryana (] www.prharyana.gov.in | litj.,_l;:-': @DiprHaryana
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HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY

Celebrating

India’s 75"
Independence Day

&6 With the promise to continue fighting
for independence from pandemic,
hunger, hatred, disharmony,
divisiveness, and the anti-farmer
laws which threaten to once again
put the country at the mercy of others
to feed its people. Let us all join
hands in the battle to free ourselves
from these menaces, just as millions
of Indians fought to free our nation

from the cudgels of British slavery. 99

Capt. Amarinder Singh
Chief Minister, Punjab

Department of Information & Public Relations, Punjab
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MATRIMONIAL
BRIDEGROOMS WANTED

INDEX OF

MATRIMONIAL

BRIDEGROOMS WANTED
BRIDES WANTED
BRIDES & GROOMS WANTED

Classification common
for Brides, Bridegrooms,
Brides & Grooms

Assamese

Awadhi

Bengali

Bhojpuri

Bihari

Chhattisgarhi

English

Gujarati

Haryanvi

Hindi

Kannada

Kashmiri

Konkani

Malayalam

Manipuri

Marathi

Marwari

Nepali

Oriya

Parsi

Punjabi

Saurashtra

Sindhi

Tamil

Telugu

Tulu

Urdu

Advocate

Business

Defence

Doctor

Engineer

Finance/ Banking

Government/ Quasi-Govt.

IAS/ Allied Services

Information Technology

MBA/ CA/ ICWA

NRI

Cosmopolitan

Divorcee

Physically Challenged
MARRIAGE BUREAUS
WEDDING ARRANGEMENTS

CHENNAI CSI, good looking Girl,
28, 53", IT Professional, Cast
no bar, expects Smart Christian
Groom in IT/Engg profession, in
Chennai, Bangalore. 9791229171

CSI NADAR Gynaecologist (MS) 31/
58", Chennai seeks Doctor, B.E
in MNC. 9940543201

PQM 4 Sriv 33/5'1"/Delhi based,
Gori, MCA, Father Retbank emp.
Pref boy wkg in metros 9661389408
mhtsnh@gmail.com

26 YRS 56" fair slim post gradu-
ate home maker athreya madhwa girl
require well educated and well set-
tled groom from Brahmins. contact
9445106837

NAIR GIRL 26, Fair, Thiruvathira,
M.Tech,  Trivandrum. ~ Phone
9249437529

MALAYALEE VISWAKARMA(G.S) girl 38/
162, Avittom, Deputy Manager in
MNC,Chennai. Seeks educated & Em-
ployed Groom(CNB). 9445651626 /
9790739037

DOCTOR GIRL MBBS,MD(RD) , Govt.
Services,DOB : 27-12-92, Thiruvo-
nam,5.4" Paravar, seeking alliance.
Religion & Caste no bar. 7025755593

MENON DOCTOR Girl doing M.S.,(0G)
26,167cm Good Looking Chennai.
Seeks Pg  Medical  Doctors.
Ct:9042249800

NAIR GIRL, Anizham 23/153 Diploma
in Cardio Vascular Tech. Employed/AP
seeks suitable Groom. Ct:8985589604

NAIR GIRL Pooram 23/155 BE, TCS
seeks Educated Employed Groom.
Contact: 9488956976

WANTED GROOM

Kerala Hindu SC girl
upper middle class
28,Chothy, MBA-MNC
Bangalore seeks
alliance from IT
professionals. Caste
no bar. Contact:

9446030562,
9447740562

DHEEVARA GIRL, Only child of NRI
Parents 26, Rohini/5 Ft / B.Tech, MNC
Bangalore.  Seeks alliance  from
working professionals (CNB). Mob:
9746408887.

CSI CHRISTIAN Nadar Girl Fair,
Good Looking, 03-04-1986 born /
152cm / M.Sc M.Phil, working as As-
sistant Professor in a Reputed Wom-
en’s College, Mount Road, Chennai.
Both Parents Doctors  (Private),
Suitable Alliance, Employed / Set-
tled in Chennai / With Clean
Habits from Same Community. Con-
tact: 9841182514

RC NADAR age 26 B.com Seeking
BrideGroom for well Settled Bride
:9600131536,9840425192

RC CHRISTIAN 36yrs/167cms Software
Egr Unmarried Udayar Fair Good
looking. Seeks suitable unmarried
groom. Ct;joseph154 @ gmail.com
9943084508

TAMIL GOD fearing spinster 1970/
165 M.Com, M.Phil Ex-Lecturer
seeks suitable Tamil Christian god-
ly bachelor/widower. Email: annvex@
yahoo.com

CHRISTIAN / RC girl 45yrs, 5.5,
Fair, govt job, well settled. Cast
no bar Ct: 9941228433 / 8610875391

RC NADAR 27/165 PGDoctor (PEDI)
3yr in Chennai Prefd. Doctor set-
tled in Chennai same community
9003181992

SEEK MATCH from Doc/Er/MBA/Grp-1
officer, age 36-42 tall fair,Gen
category only for daughter, aged
36,Dentist by qual,fair,good look-
ing,160cm,nvr  married.  Contact
8076012583.

BENGALI 37/5'6 SlimGdlking BEMech
MNC Delhi NCR 19Ipa Seek suitable

groom
9735079752,dattadolon @ gmail.com

NAIR GIRL 45 years. Rohini star. Di-
vorcee. M.Com, MBA. Currently
working as Global Head : Talent and
organisational Transformation in lea-
ding IT firm, Seeks alliance from pro-
fessional, well employed boys.

Ph: 9619359575.

MBBS MS (age 27) 80,000/pm Good
LookingWell Settled. Caste No Bar.
Need: Dr/BE any PG. Ct:6374767370

Tamil Muslim 26 / 157 Software Engg
(1 Lakh PM) Seeks suitable groom.
Parents doctors. (Trichy) Ct : 98658
10041.

HINDU SC(PR) 33yrs, M.Tech, Phd.
Nano, looking for suitable Groom.
Contact: 88074 92527.

HINDU SC AD 34, BE SWE TCS 1 lakh/
pm, seeks suitable grooms working
in Chennai/Bangalore Ct 9952147216

AGAMUDAIYAR 46 MSc IT Professional
in Chennai seeks Groom from OBC -
9444112697

HINDU UDAYAR, 38yrs first Marriage.
Degree holder, well to do family. seeks
Bridegroom (FC, BC, MBC) working
within India. Ct: 90803 59664.

MUDALIYAR GIRL, 27Yrs/Doctor, Di-
vorced. Seeks Settled & Educated
Unmarried Groom,Caste no bar. Con-
tact :9442287394, 9600644953

SC AD, 38/165, Revathi, Meena Rasi,
MBBS, MD, Govt Doctor Bangalore,
Divorcee, no issues seeks suitable
professional groom, Caste No Bar.
Contact: 8678923254/ 9731313919 /
080-25468640.

HINDU NADAR Girl, Poosam , 24/159,
CA, Rs.5 lakhs P.A. seeks suitable Bri-
degroom in same Nadar caste. Can
contact 9566921121 or 9442272744

- SC, AD, 38, Divorced Asst. Prof.

Govt. groom to be from Govt Sec-
tor. 94454 25585

MUDALIAR/PILLAI 25/168CMS, Punar-
poosam, Fair, M.Tech Doing Ph.D at
UMASS, Prefers US based grooms Sub-
sect welcome. Contact :9841014971

26, FAIR, M.S. in US Working in
Bangalore, Seeks Well  Settled
Groom . CNB.9489935653

HINDU NADAR MBBS MD 165¢m Income
50000PM Seeks Suitable Groom KA RA-
MAN NADAR Whatsup 9380791999

HINDU GOUNDER Bride Affluent,
27yrs, ht: 5.4ft good looking,
working location: India UK ,US
UAE, seeks groomage : 27yr to
35yrs, Ht : 5.7yrs + business work-
ing PG any discipline Doctors, re-
spects women clean habits, from
good social and economical family,
send mail to santameera.krish@
gmail.com

HINDU VANNIYAR Bride, Affluent Age
: 26, ht: 5.6ft, MBBS, MD patholo-
gy - studying Location : India or
abroad seeks groom Age : 26yrs to
35yr, caste No bar well educated
Doctors CA Business Well settled
family send mail to
santameera.krish@ gmail.com

DENTIST,MDS,28/167,FAIR,GOOD LOOK-
ING,SWATHI, Parkavakulam Udaiyar,
seeks suitable alliance from Doc-

tors/  Professionals, well placed,
decent families. CNB  whatsapp
9867906702

DOCTOR (PAEDIATRICS) DOB: 1991.
Vellore (TN). Hindu (Caste no bar)
Contact: 9443685770/ 9840509914

HINDU NADAR, 30/153, BE, MBA
Sr.Consultant/ SWE/Bangalore,
Pooram, 16L/PA  Seeks suitable
groom 9442126376

AGAMUDI MUDALIAR (Vellore), Elite
Family, 29/165, PG, Working HR in
MNC Seeks MS/ M.Tech Groom
9176780777

MUDALIYAR 39/163 BE Mech Emp Chen-
nai Divorcee Revathi Wheatish
seeks caring clean habit, CNB.
9444254061

AGAMUDAIYAR, 50 +, Unmarried,
Fair, seeks suitable Groom from same
caste. Contact: 91766 91525.

ALLIANCE FOR Doctor Girl Rich 17/
101990 /153cm  Hastham/Kanni,
MBBS, MS(OBG) Working in Pvt Col-

lege, Chennai, Vegetarian Family
Karkatharpillai  share your details
9841039515

HINDU YADAVA 33, MBA, Bharani,
Wheatish, Working @ Infosys, Seeks
Groom  Prefer IT. 9962601864/
9884191464

AGAMUDAYAR MUDALIYAR, 28/167cm,BE
(CS)Working as developer in a IT
organization  earning 85K  per
month, Divorcee(No Issues) seeks
Groom, Well educated , family ori-
ented person. Contact - 9884494909/
044-25547066.

ELITE

A Classic, Royal, Elite, IYER FAMILY
big business group wishes to have
alliance for their young, fabulous
looking daughter, 27/165 has
done her master degree from
well known university.

The boy should be tall, well educated
from Industrial, Business or Corporate
family

kssgrand20@gmail.com

IYER FAMILY

WANTED BUSINESS GROOM TAMIL
lyer Boy with good background (DOB
1992 Above ) from Tamil Nadu only
Send Horoscope & photo with details
for Fair Girl 1997/5.5, Vadama/Nythru-
pa Kashiba/Porattathi, Sutha Jatha-
gam, MA, Admin power Preparing for
Civil UPSC Exam, Talent in Carnatic
music. Call:- 9003076172 Mail
metroravi98 @gmail.com

BALIJA NAIDU 26/155/V.Fair, B.Com
CA Working MNC Seeks Fair Educated
Empld room Decent  Family
9444361010

KAMMA NAIDU BE, MS in USA, 1980/
163, Uthiram seeks BE, MS Groom.
CT: 99762 54300.

NAIDU GAVARA, 28/170, BE. Studying
MS Computer Science US. Seeks suit-
able groom working in US.
8072397518

MADHIGA, HINDU, S.C Telugu Girl,
fair, B.Tech(.T), DOB 08-11-1990,
Ht.163cms. Seeks working Groom
from decent family. Send full de-
tails to 7397314810. Brokers ex-
cuse.

YADAVA 22/177 Danusu, Moolam4,
B.Tech IT,(MBA) seeks well quali-
fied suitable groom(Tamil also)
9940895840

BRIDES WANTED

PQM FOR Reddy boy 31, 510"
M.Tech, MBA, Ph.D. (pursuing) from
reputed university, having own in-
vestment business, financially
well-off family, Father Ophthalmol-
ogist, Mother Academic Counsellor,
looking for suitable match India/
Abroad, Contact: 8328211046.

ISSUELESS DIVORCEE 54 working as
freelancer with  BIOGRAPHY ~ in
B'lore/chennai  seeks Broadminded
Companion,Caretaker ~ &  Friend.
9742546839 (CNB)

TAMIL BRAHMIN divorcee 40/180 NRI
employed in global company looking
for North / South Indian brahmin
girls without issues. No demands
simple marriage. Reply email
myinbox81@hotmail.com

DOCTOR MD (Radiology) 34 years Hin-
du Tamil SC Pondicherry seeks doc-

- | tor girl contact 7708756395

LOOKING FOR suitable match for Ra-
jput boy, 29 years, residing in
Bangalore,(5'11"), MCA, The bride
should hail from a decent, educat-
ed family, Same caste Contact with
details 8898414145 or Email to
ranjeetarksingh79 @ gmail.com

1985/175CM. IT. 25 Lakhs PA. Chen-
nai. Father Doctor. Seeks well edu-
cated bride. WhatsApp: 96290 12248

HINDU THEVAR, B.Com, 45 years,
Legally divorced, Own House & Busi-
ness in Chennai. Seeks suitable
bride  with  respectable  family.
Caste no bar. Ct: 9941872820

HINDU SC, AD,44/173cm, Anusham/
Vrichikam, B. TECH, MBA Working in
Central Govt Company, Chennai Look-
ing for Suitable Bride. First Mar-
riage Only. Caste / Religion No
Bar 8056026333 / perumalvs@
hotmail.com

IYER KOWSHIKAM Thiruvathirai 31/
180 Handsome Professionally Quali-
fied comes from very Affluent Busi-
ness Family seeking Well Mannered
Good looking Bride willing to set-
tle in Chennai Ct: 9043134443/

. 04424933680

v/ CASTE NO Bar : 32/182, Hand-
some, B.E, MBA, Established Busi-

ness, Chennai, Elite Family -
Seeks Good looking gil -
7305810258

HINDU NADAR 29, BE MBA, 178cm, 23L
PA, Smart Well Settled Seeks Suit-

able Bride CNB 7200866346/
8778514465
HINDU AD 34/178 M.S.Biotech

Manager, Pharma co. affluent await-
ing Mutual divorce seeks educated
family Bride Ct:9994459158

RC 47 /55" MBAML Deputy collec-
tor St. Govt Never married well
settled, seeks  suitable  bride
9444934393 / 9444252852

MADHWA BRAHMIN Born 1975/ 165 Re-
vathi Faculty, Bangalore seeks any
Brahmin  girl.  1st  Marriage.
9449193825

YADAV/ CASTE no bar, Tiruttani,
29, 57", CA, ICWA, NRI, 60 lacs
salary, Telugu/Tamil, 9113070596

SC HINDU Mithunam Thiruvadhirai 28/
180, BE MBA Smart IT Chennai seeks
Homely, Educated, Mingle with Join &
Well settled Family.Caste No Bar.Mail:
vela4293@gmail.com / 87785 46961

AGAMUDAIYAR 37 MSc IT Consultant
seeks Bride from OBC - 9445612997

HINDU VISWAKARMA, 34yrs, B.E,
Engineer, 20000 pm, seeks Bride,
caste no bar, Contact: 96003 03385.

Exclusive matchmaking service for the elite

community. Contact: 6366448345

community. Contact: 6366448344

NAIDU ISSUELESS Divorcee 45/151cm
ACS MBA Govt.Officer looking for
Bride groom in  Chennai.CNB
8778873501

ELITE RICH (Naidu) 24 / M.B.B.S,

M.S., own 3 Hospitals (750 Beds)

fair girl. Seeks Groom. Ct: 98845
69

HINDU ADIDRAVIDAR Kongu Parayar, {0g

30 BE, M.Tech, Ph.D Seeks Educated
Profnl  Groom. 87608 83559/89733
45370

YADAVA GIRL 25/155 B.E. working in
S/W Co Chennai getting 1.5L p.
mseeks suitable Yadava
Groom:7010056280

MUSLIM GIRL 25/165cm, Fair, MBBS,
Doctor,Preparing PG, well to do Family
Chennai.Ph:9445556810

PILLAI 29/163 Aswini wheatish M.E
MNC Chennai 10Lpa. Seeks Corporate
Professional Grooms Ct: 98407 40707

CSINADAR 31 MBBS MS 162 Fair Di-
vorce Girl VIP Family Seeks CSI
Doctor BE MS Tamil Mother Tongue
Good Family Contact 7550113468
9884188849

MARUTHUVAR - 47, P.hd, Professor.
Private Job, Seeks Well Educated
and Employed Groom. 8300867757

PQM FOR Delhi based fair girl,
1987 / 165 cm, divorcee and single
mother . Successful Entrepreneur,
heading her own company . Attrac-
tive , very fit and health con-
scious from an affluent back-
ground. seeks liberal minded, suit-
able match . Wiling to support
and promote the groom’s venture
Email : navyashri87@gmail.com with
photo and details Caste no bar.

SOZHIA VELLALAR 41 Issueless
Divorcee USA. Seeks Suitable Groom.
CNB. 77089 23691

FAIR/ MUDALIYAR Girl 30/162, 10th,

No issue, seeks suitable groom,
caste no bar, Chennai only.
9840353368

DOCTOR GIRL 26/167, MBBS SC
sambavar, parayan, Christian, seeks
Groom from Doctors only Contact:
94425 22322.

HINDU NADAR 28 yrs/170 Cms, Ph.D.,
Germany Fair Good looking Tamil
girl.  Father in  Chennai  seeks
groom with good education and de-
cent family  background.  Ct:
9444075051.

VANNAR (MBC) 25/167 BE MS (Amster-
dam) fair smart seeks suitable
groom. Bio-data to bhuvie.tamil@
gmail.com

HINDU SC PR Kongu 1984 MBBS
DCH Doctor, working in Govt Hospital
seeks suitable groom.CT:94436-80973

HINDU NADAR, MSC, 33, Rasi:Simmam
/ StarMagam, Working in Bank,
Seeking Suitable Groom.
Ct:8190900067

HINDU MA 35/163cm, Divorcee,having
1 child,working in IT Sector, 7L
PA,Seeks suitable Bride Groom, Sec-
ond Marriage, Divorcee with/with-
out child, Hindu any caste
Ct:8807733824

MUDALIAR : 25/160,V.Fair, BE, MS
(USA), MNC, Analyst, Chennai,
Seeks groom - Abroad / India -
8939012419

MUDALIAR 23/164 V.Fair,MBBS, Fa-
ther Business, Rubberindustry, Re-
sorts, Pharma Company, Rich Fami-
ly, Seeks groom- Doctor/Business—
8925019776

HINDU NADAR 24/153 B.Tech MS (UK)
Revathi fair Chennai settled seeks
suitable good family background
groom  Ct:9381060264/ aj_enter@
yahoo.com

Tamil well to do Brahmin Bride loo-
king for Supportive Compassionate
partner 40-45 Years, Professional, well
to do family. Reply with photo to
WhatsApp # 98410 26998 or Email :
vmuthuswami1937 @ gmail.com

GROOM
WANTED
MBA, job going,

settled in Blr 29 yrs
Bride, Ht. 5.4, Slim,
Mudhaliar community
(Dhanusu Sign,
Moola Star) is looking
for well educated
smart & good looking
Groom with clean
habit from

India / Abroad

age 30-32 years.

0 98440 79006

Saiva Pillai, UK Doctor
26/180 Slim Fair Revathy
seeks Tamil hoy
working in UK below 30yrs
of age from reputed
Pillai & Mudaliar family

Ct: 94433-95495
rcmp2021@gmail.com

GAVARA NAIDU 26/155, Mirugaseeri-
dam (3) Midunam M.Com and doing
Ph.D. Seeks Suitable Groom. Aswini,
Thirvathurai, Uthiram, Swathi, Vegeta-
rian only. 94431 06922

NAIDU DIVORCEE no issues born 1977
Slim job MNC caste No Bar, Wanted
employed Bridegroom. Ph: 94433
44936

NAIDU YADHAVA Magam 27/152 Wkg in
CTS Salary 65K PM Seeking Groom
any Naidu Ct:9884001366/9176611611

BALIJA 24/155/MA not working seeks
well educated well settled groom
Caste No Bar concact 9445503907

LOOKING FOR a compatible partner.
My background, | am a 29 year-old
Hindu girl from a Telugu family. | love
dancing, art and music. | studied in a
special needs school as | have
learning difficulties, completed my BA
in Arts. looking for someone who is un-
derstanding as my partner. Contact:
9886199770

NAIDU, FAIR/BEAUTIFUL,27/163, CA,
Bank  Job,  Chennai,  40000.
PM,Affluent Family, CNB.
7299576644,7299576666

NAIDU DIVORCEE, 45, UMC, MCA, MNC
seeks employed groom from same

caste
Ct.9087296964/pattabin@gmail.com

PARENTS INVITE groom for good look-
ing pious 31/159 BSc (CS), IT Pro-
fessional. Email: murmoh9 @ gmail.com

Urdu speaking parents invites allian-
ce for their fair, good looking, religious,
unmarried 41/152 cm PG graduate
daughter from well settled family.
95972 67814

CHENNAI BASED Parents of Urdu Sun-
ni Muslim Girl 26/174 MS.,(US)H1-
Visa, seek Groom from US Ct
9600078086

MUSLIM GIRL 25/165cm, Fair, MBBS,
Doctor,Preparing PG, well to do Family
Chennai.Ph:9445556810

ELITE BRIDES WANTED

BRAHMIN, 33, 180 cms, Professional, MBA from a
reputed Institute. Lives in USA. Father is a Doctor.
Family is financially well off. Looking for a like minded
well educated match. Contact: 6366448345

KONGU VELLALA GOUNDAR, 27, 177 cms,
Professional, MBA from a premier Institute. Lives in
USA. Father is a Doctor. Family is affluent. Looking for
a suitable well educated match from the same

YADAV, 29, 175 cms, Doctor, MD in Radiology from a
premier Institute. Lives in Chennai. Parents are
Entrepreneurs. Looking for a compatible well
educated match. Contact: 6366448344

THEVAR/AGAMUDAYAR, 36,
Professional, MS from a reputed Institute. Lives in
Salem. Parents are Entrepreneurs. Looking for an
amiable well educated match from the same

KAMMA, 34, 168 cms, Software Engineer, Bachelors
in Engineering from a reputed Institute. Lives in
Virginia. Looking for a compatible well educated
match from any community. Contact: 6366448343

Call for Free Co

From BharatMatrimony

170 cms,

It

tematrimony.com

GOOD LOOKING and smart bride want-
ed for son Engineer in UAE Local
Trivandrum contact 7736227203

TAMIL IYER Boy (BE,MS) Fair, US
Permanent Resident, 45/180, Srivat-
sam, Divorcee-no issues seeks well
educated, cultured Brahmin  girl
from US or India. Respond with BHP
to ksg19@yahoo.com

TAMIL MUSLIM, 29yrs/ 168cm, B.E,
MBA (PGDRM), ASM in Nigeria seeks
Fair, Slim, MBBS/ MD/ MS Bride from
well settled family. Ct: 97891 39281

TAMIL GOD fearing bachelor 1972/
175 MSc, PGDCA - IT Sr Manager
seeks suitable Tamil Christian god-
ly bride. Email: annvex @yahoo.com

CHRISTIAN WELL settled family seek-
ing bride for only Son 25/180 MS
USA working @ Philadelphia from
same community, Green Card pre-
ferred any professional  degree.
Ct: 9344380866

RC CHRISTIAN, BE, MBA, Age: 38,
183cm, Own Business in Chennai
seeks suitable Bride. Ct:
9790950158

BRAHMIN - Divorcee 42 BE, MBA, IT,
Clean Habit. Seeks Suitable Bride
34 to 40 Yrs Caste No Bar
9003052848

MARUTHUVAR - 45, MSc. MA, Govt.
Job - Salary 60K, Seeks Well Edu-
cated and  Employed  Bride.
8300867757

HINDU NADAR, Boy 34years, BE, 1.5
Lac-2.0 Lac. Nadar/Caste No bar.
Tee  totaller ~ Suitable  Bride
7200109069

CANADA BOY holding PR Naidu 32/185
MS Engg from USA, Pooram/Simha-
rasi, working in Toronto Earning 1
Lakhs CAD PA. Seeking a Good Look-
ing, Height min157cm & Profession-
ally Qualified bride from affluent
Hindu family wiling to settle in
Canada. Sub Caste No bar. Contact:
9941379031,  atchaluvijayarengan@
gmail.com

ELITE GROOMS WANTED

BRAHMIN, 28, 173 cms, Dental Surgeon, Bachelors
in Medicine from a premier Institute. Lives in Chennai.
Father is a Vice Principal. Looking for a like minded
well educated match. Contact: 6366448343

AGAMUDAYAR, 22, 158 cms, Entrepreneur, MBA
from a reputed Institute. Lives in Kaveripattinam.
Parents are Entrepreneurs. Looking for a like minded
well educated match. Contact: 6366448344

MUDALIYAR/CASTE NO BAR, Divorcee, 33,
163 cms, Entrepreneur, Lives in Chennai. Belongs to
an affluent family. Father is a well known
Businessman. Looking for compatible match only
from Chennai. Contact: 6366448344

KAMMA, 25, 160 cms, Entrepreneur, Bachelors in
Engineering from a reputed Institute. Lives in
Chennai. Father is an affluent Businessman with a
good net worth. Looking for a suitable well educated
match. Contact: 6366448343

CHETTIAR, 27, 171 cms, Masters in Information
System from a reputed Institute. Lives in Chennai.
Father is an affluent Businessman with a good net
worth. Looking for an amiable well educated match
from the same community. Contact: 6366448345

n @ 99629 76000

MUDALIYAR POORAM 35/172 Fair
B.Tech MBA Software Business Owner
Req Bride Subsect no bar
Ct:9840358389

MUDALIAR 39, PG,Good looking 10L
PA, Ragu-Ketu Dosham Seeks Bride
Below37 CNB with Good Family
9962350053

HINDU SC, B.E, MBA, 45, working in
govt of India company seeks allian-
ce from any graduates, no expecta-
tions. Caste no bar Contact
9489302145

DIVORCEE 52 years, Government
Teacher. Seeks Bride, Government
Service. Caste no bar.
Contact : 9498001707.

Hindu, Caste No Bar: A Well - Established
& Affluent Business Family Invites (

Svitable and Well - Disciplined

%
f

AGE: 29Yrs, HEIGHT: 5ft 9in,
CHARACTER: A well-disciplined

, Like-minded BRIDES for their

ale

TWO SONS

AGE: 28Yrs, HEIGHT: 5ft 9in,
CHARACTER: A well-disciplined,

Well

, and i person,

d, and intellectual

.+ SPE GROUP =

Share your Profile & Photograph to Below mentioned mail ID

Email ID: Sperealk

ors@gmail.com

NAME: MALATHY, contacT No: 99406 44309

Hindu Nadar, 28/183, B.E. MS (USA),
Fair, Handsome. Family Business,
Institutions. seeks fair looking Bride
from affluent educated family. Prefers
Doctors / Engineers from the same
community. Contact: 9443801558.

KARTHIK NARAYANAN, Brahmin, lyer,
Vadamal  Bharadwaja, Anusham,
37yrs, BCS, MFM. Manager IT in a
Pvt Hospital, Seeks Girl Vadamal/
Brahacharnam with Family Values.
Ph:9940198322 Mail: s.sundaresan@
bestshipping.in

CASTE NO Bar 1978/170 DCE well set-

Vadama Vaadholam Swathy 35/57"
MBA 90000 Subsect No Bar Contact:

e ehdunam,  MIQaserisham=3  oa 5034938 / 9965991434,
9087865951

TAML IVER, Seriut Boy, 26 O BRIDES WANTED Lp
years/6'00", Chewvai dosham,

B.Arch (IIT), Masters (MIT, USA), CANADA PROFESSOR
working  remotely  from  India, Per
flautist,  violinist, interested in 48Yrs/ 170, Christian

cycling, hiking. Seeks Tamil lyer/
lyengar,  professionally  qualified
girl wiling to work international-
ly and with similar interests on-
ly. Email: bhuvani_1@yahoo.com

Mudaliyar 47/170 Doctor Surgeon.
Seeks Bride age below 40. Caste No
bar. Cell : 93602 01626

MUDALIAR 34y/165cm Mca Poonar-
posam Emp Tirupur Wheatish Seeks
Bride CNB 9486247057.

IYER,VADAMA, 40YEAR. Self Employed
Chartered  Accountant. Right leg
slightly short. He can walk and
drive vehicle normally. Need suit-
able Bride. Call 9994934568

SEEKING BRIDE for lyer groom 34yrs
183cm Vadama Srivatsa Gotram, BE
Banking  Services; 9443132400/
8056859144/9841281660

MD ANAESTHESIA Final Yr Doctor
Bramin Boy 5'10"90 Born Chen-
naiBased Seek Bramin Girl PG Doc-
tor 9968267797

BRIDE

WANTED
VANNIAR KULA
KSHATRIYA GROOM

35yrs, 171cms.
Affluent Businessman
with a good net worth.
Looking for a
compatible, well
educated, affable bride
from any community.

groom BE, ME, PhD,

Rich, Own properties,
issueless divorcee sought
good looking bride below
40Yrs without issues. RC,

Protestant, Born again,
Pentecostal, all divisions
ok. Caste No bar.
Early marriage.

Contact
8122090357.
8921250251

what’s App CANADA:
3100164757373151_'3—

& .G;C‘!"JLZ\::;
Bride Wanted
THeAET

Hindu Pillai 24 yrs, 179cms,

Handsome BBA.LLB HONS, LLM

Rich, Affluent, Family Business,
well settled, Chennai

Looking for beautiful bride from
| an affluent rich family, prefers g
9. Pillai, Mudaliar, Udaiyar q

S8l Phone - 9841053008 &

5 5 il

YADAVA 29/185 fairMagam B.
E,MS(USA) Working USA sks suitable
B.E(CS,IT,ECE) bride(Tamil also)
9789292228

BALIJA, BHARANI, 30, Bank of Ameri-
ca, 15 Lakhs Per Annum, Bride from
Tradiational Family. Ct: 9176757079

KAMMAVAR NAIDU 27, 174 cm, MS
(Engg) working in USA H1B Visa
seeks bride  studying/working in
USA from Naidu CT.9442026567 or
kvr1956 @ gmail.com

KAMMANAIDU SUBDIVISION Consent BE
Age: 32years Own Software Company
Chennai. Contact: 93444 29752.

NAIDU, FAIR/HANDSOME,29/180,
BE.MS, SWE, MNC, USA,100000.$PA,
Affluent Family, CNB. 7299576644,
7299576666

URDU SPEAKING Sunni Muslim, 30,
62", Cambridge educated, working
in Chennai, innocent divorcee look-
ing for good natured, modest Mus-
lim girl. contact 8939943132

SMU, MBA, Fair 39/167, Working in
Public Ltd Co, Chennai. Seeks
Bride, any Degree, Fair good look-
ing, homely with decent family.
(Bride Below 35 yrs) Ph & what-
sapp: 9840420070

v/ 31 YRS, 62" practicing Muslim
from Chennai. Founder of a start-
up. Looking for a religious, edu-
cated Urdu Muslim bride from Chen-
nai/Tamil Nadu. No dargah/biddath.
Ph. 9176271056

SMU/AGE 38/ BBA/ MANAGER in Ship-
ping Company Chennai,Well Settled,
Seeks Urdu  Speaking Bride.Ct
9094535986

WANTED
INVITES

GROOM / BRIDE

from Elite Family
A well established Builder and
affluent Hindu Family living in
Indiranagar, Bangalore, invites
well decipliant family for their

Daughter Son
BE (MIT) B. Tech, MS(UK)
32Years 30 Years
165cm 175cm
56 kg 70 kg
Slim, Fair Well built &
& beautiful handsome

Contact: 9845489161 / 9980079966

MARRIAGE BUREAU

MUSLIM ALLIANCE only. Married/ Un-
married.  Best Rib  matched.
7200176211

FOR ALL Types of Muslim Alliances +

Call Faridha: 9840223815

= HINDU

DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries and
satisfy themselves about the authenticity
of an advertisement before responding to
publication / advertisement any in this
newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD.,
the Publisher & Owner of this newspaper,
does not vouch for the genuineness of any
advertisement or advertiser or for any of
the advertiser's products and/or services.
In no event can the Owner, Publisher,
Printer, Editor, Director(s), Employee(s) of
this newspaper / company be Keld re-
spunsibleﬁiable in any manner what so
ever for any claims and/or damages for
publications / advertisements in this
newspaper.

EDUCA

TIONAL

RAS 2018 # 1st Rank a Top 10 ¥ 7 @fga 350+ HetamT™

Samyak

An Institute For Civil Services

RAS

Pre. (Gold) & pcm SAMYAK APP

Separate Batch for English & Hindi Medium
Regular & Personal Mentorship

By: Mlukta RaoO (Ras1stRank)

Online Batch
Starts on

Tre srgw, e G- fafg e, R 9875170111

SAIVA PILLAI 34/160/MBA CAIIB,
Govt. Bank Officer, Bharani, Mes-
ham, only son, well settled seeks
suitably qualified Bride.

Contact: 9443625846

HINDU VANNIYAR Groom, Affluent, 30
yrs , ht : 58ft , BE, MBA,
Project manager in Canada seeks
bride age : 26 to 29%yrs , ht : 5.2
& above, good looking , well edu-
cated, with good family values,
willing to settle in Canada, Call
9884055523

HINDU GOUNDER Groom, Business Af-
fluent B.E,MBA 42 yrs Ht : 5.91ft |
location: Coimbatore, seeks pleas-
ant looking , well educated bride
(No doctors) Call 9884055523

ALLIANCE FOR our son, 34, 511",
B.E. (College Of Engineering
Guindy), IT professional in Chen-
nai, 16 LPA. Interfaith parenting
(Father is Hindu and Mother is
Christian) but he has no religious
beliefs. Caste no bar. Writes free-
lance on movies as a hobby. Con-
tact 9600174846

Hindu ISAl VELLALAR 44 M.Com
Govt. 90000/- pm. Seeks divorcee /
widow bride w/o issues. Sub caste no
bar. 97880 58370

VADALKALAI BHARATWAJAM Kruthigai
36,170cm, M.B.B.S, D.L.O Govt. Doc-
tor. Seeks Suitable Bride.
9360379051

VAANIYAR-35 VISAGAM / 175cm / MS
(Sweeden) Working Sweeden. 60L/pa.
(Swedish Citizen Ship) Seeks BE/MS
Prof. Bride CNB. Ct: 9790913450

PERSONAL

OLD AGE HOME

ACCOMMODATION FOR Elderly / Bed
ridden patients in separate rooms
at low cost including all the
amenities.For Admission contact -
7871531777 , 7200444376

BUSINESS OFFER

FRANCHISE WANTED No competition,
Highly Revenueable , Fashion based
Business we want District or State
wise Ct-6379583985

LOOKING FOR investors for supermar-
ket projects and Agents to Market
our projects. Ct: 6381095123

BUSINESS FOR SALE

CHENNAI BASED 23 yrs old well es-
tablished popular profitably  run-
ning Spoken English Institute for
sale. Nine Course Materials, Cus-
tomer Data, Good Will, Equipment
Furniture 20L. Neg. Ct: 9150472959.

SHARES / INVESTMENTS

SHARE-MARKET TRAINING: Learn Tech-
nical Analysis With Ravi 9840723378

REAL ESTATE

SOUTH MUMBALI, Lodha Marquise, Low-
er Parel, Luxurious 4BHK flat on
with unrestricted  full
sea view, EastWest facing front
door (Vastu Friendly) with 5 park-
ings & separate servant room. Bro-
kers Please Excuse. Phone: +91
9810030837

RENTAL
FACTORIES SITES

2000 to 34,000saft
Industrial RCC roof
building with polished
floors available for rent
in CENTRAL CHENNALI.
Good for Clean Industry
or Warehouse use of
Clean Products.
attached 5000sqft air-conditioned
fully furnished office also available.

298408 14454
199023 22200

EDUCATIONAL
VACANCIES

Wanted

TAGORE MEDICAL
COLLEGE & HOSPITAL

Application are invited to

fill-up the following existing /
forthcoming vacancies at
Tagore Medical College and
Hospital, Chennai.

PROFESSOR

General Medicine,
Respiratory Medicine DVL,
Emergency Medicine,
Forensic Medicine,
Psychiatry, Ophthalmology.

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR

General Medicine, General
Surgery, Respiratory Medicine,
Psychiatry, Orthopedics, ENT,
Ophthalmology, OBG, Forensic
Medicine, Emergency
Medicine, Radiodiagnosis.

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR

Pharmacology, Pathology,
Community Medicine,
General Medicine, General
Surgery, OBG, Orthopedics,
Respiratory Medicine,
Emergency Medicine.

Qualification & Experience as
per NMC and University
norms. Salary will be
commensurate according to
Qualification and Experience.

Apply Immediately to
TAGORE EDUCATIONAL TRUST

by Email along with
resume and testimonials to

admn.tagoretrust@gmail.com
044 - 28174455 [ 28174499

| 28171616
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PM picks August 14 to
recall Partition trauma

“May the #PartitionHorrors-
RemembranceDay keep re-
minding us of the need to re-
move the poison of social
divisions, disharmony and
further strengthen the spirit
of oneness, social harmony
and human empowerment,”
he tweeted.

The Union Home Minis-
try also notified August 14 as
the ‘Partition Horrors Re-
membrance Day’ in the Ga-
zette of India after the an-
nouncement. It described
the notification: “Whereas

People of India while cele-
brating the ‘Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ salute those sons
and daughters of our be-
loved Motherland who had
to sacrifice their lives during
the partition of India”.
“Therefore the government
of India declares August
14th as Partition Horrors Re-
membrance Day to remind
the present and future gen-
erations of India of the pain
and suffering faced by the
people of India during the
partition”, the notice said.

India working for
return of Karmapa

The Sikkimese government
is planning to send Minister
of Ecclesiastical Depart-
ment Sonam Lama as the
head of a delegation to meet
the 17th Karmapa abroad
and bring him back. The de-
cision to send Mr. Lama is
being interpreted as a big
turnaround by the Indian
establishment as the an-
nouncement was made by
Mr. Tamang a day after he
met Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi in New Delhi.

The life of Ugyen Trinley
Dorje has so far been event-
ful. He was born in Tibet but
escaped to India at the age
of 14 in a dramatic manner
in 1999. The escape of the
Karmapa was a major set-
back to the Chinese govern-
ment. The young monk re-
mained in India till 2017 but
often complained about tra-
vel restrictions that prevent-
ed him from moving across
the country and abroad. He
had complained that the re-
sidential certificate given to
him by the Government of
India was insufficient as ma-
ny countries in the world
did not recognise the docu-
ment which is usually grant-
ed to the Tibetan refugees in
India.

Dorje disappeared from

India in May 2017 and was
later found to be living in
Europe and the U.S. He had
reportedly acquired citizen-
ship of Dominica, a Carib-
bean island state. It was re-
ported that the monk had
been living in a farm house
in New Jersey gifted to him
by a Chinese-Taiwanese
couple. From the beginning
of this uncertain phase,
communication was main-
tained between the Indian
authorities and Dorje who
in an interview to Radio
Free Asia in 2017 revealed
that he was in talks with
authorities for a return to
India.

A senior source in the BJP
with knowledge of the Kar-
mapa’s demands also sub-
stantiated the reports of the
dialogue saying the out-
reach was blessed by the Da-
lai Lama as well. The per-
son, however, said previous
attempts to bring Dorje back
did not succeed as the Re-
search and Analysis Wing
did not approve the move.
Subsequently, sources had
informed that India had
toughened its position and
planned to de-recognise
Dorje as the rightful clai-
mant of the position of the
17th Karmapa.

This unstated confidence in the value of cultural diversity and peaceful
religious co-existence shaped the thinking of Gandhijii, of several other leaders
i i-colonial movement. Rajeev Bhargava, Political theorist Page 17
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Rule 9(1) and 9(3) prima facie violate the petitioner’s right to freedom of speech and expression, and the IT Act, says court

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court on
Saturday partially stayed the
operation of the Information
Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media
Ethics Code) Rules, 2021.

The court said, “We have
found that prima facie it is in
intrusion of petitioner’s
rights and goes beyond sub-
stantive law and the Informa-
tion Technology Act.”

A Division Bench of Chief
Justice Dipankar Datta and
Justice G.S. Kulkarni stayed
Rule 9(1) and Rule 9(3) of the
new IT Rules.

The portion which is

stayed brings Code of Ethics
under the IT Rules and di-
rects self-regulation by the
publishers, self-regulation by
the self-regulating bodies of
the publishers and oversight
mechanism by the Central
government.

The court said, “Rule 9
(observance and adherence
to the code) prima facie
seems to be against the free-
dom of speech. We have
stayed Rule 9 (1) and (3).”

“We may observe that as
far as Rule 14 (inter-depart-
mental committee) is con-
cerned, no immediate urgen-
Cy as committee is not set up.
In these circumstances, the

oversight committee itself
has not taken effect. We urge
petitioners to come as and
when it is set up,” it added.

Referring to Rule 16

PM’s move diversionary,
divisive, says Opposition

It is linked to the upcoming election in U.P,, says Congress

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Opposition parties on Satur-
day said Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi has started the
campaign for the Uttar Pra-
desh Assembly election, as
they reacted to his announ-
cement of observing August
14 as Partition Horrors Re-
membrance Day.

Congress leader Randeep
Surjewala shared a letter on
Twitter written by Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi to his
Pakistani counterpart, Im-
ran Khan, on March 22 on
the occasion of National Day
of Pakistan. “The divisive
duplicity exposed! Congrat-
ulate Pakistan on 22nd
March, the day Muslim
League (22/3/1940) passed
the “Partition Resolution”;
Congratulate Pak. on every
14th August; BUT...Start di-
versionary politics at home,”
Mr. Surjewala tweeted.

In a statement, Mr. Surje-
wala said the announcement
was linked to the upcoming

Twitter unlocks accounts of
Rahul Gandhi, Cong. leaders

Extreme step infringed the freedom of expression: Tharoor

SANDEEP PHUKAN
NEW DELHI

A day after Rahul Gandhi ac-
cused Twitter of interfering
with India’s political pro-
cess, Mr. Gandhi’s account
was restored, a Congress
leader confirmed to The
Hindu on Saturday.

Mr. Gandhi’s account was
temporarily suspended last
week after he tweeted pic-
tures of the family of a nine-
year-old victim of alleged
rape and murder in Delhi.

Calling it a violation of the
law, the National Commis-
sion for Protection of Child
Rights had complained to
Twitter as well as the Delhi

Police.
The Twitter handles of all
those leaders who had

shared the picture as Mr.
Gandhi have also been un-
blocked. Mr. Gandhi is yet to
tweet but Lok Sabha mem-

Rahul Gandhi

ber Manickam Tagore tweet-
ed about the unblocking of
his account.

On Friday, in a video
statement, Mr. Gandhi cau-
tioned that taking sides in a
political contest will have
“repercussions” for Twitter.
“It’s obvious now that Twit-
ter is actually not a neutral,
objective platform. It is a
biased platform. It’s someth-
ing that listens to what the
government of the day says,”
Mr. Gandhi alleged.

On Saturday, senior Con-
gress leader Shashi Tharoor,
who heads the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on
Information ~ Technology,
said locking an account was
an extreme step.

“Locking an account is an
extreme step that infringes
the freedom of expression of
users. The rules can be
upheld without such action.
This may be a worldwide
policy but I urge @Twitter to
revise it forthwith. Its often
selective application makes
it worse. A rethink is over-
due,” Mr. Tharoor said.

In the midst of being en-
tangled in a high-profile pol-
itical contest, Twitter has
transferred its India head
Manish Maheshwari. The
company did not specify any
reason for the change, and
said Mr. Maheshwari will

move to the U.S.

election in Uttar Pradesh
and was a diversionary tac-
tic when the country was
reeling under inflation.
“Fuel prices have crossed
100 per litre, cooking oil is
for more than 3200 per litre
and cooking gas is now at
%888 per cylinder. Since the
government has done noth-
ing creditworthy it is now
preparing for a partition
again,” he said.

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh said Mr. Modi was
an expert in “doublespeak”
and “hypocrisy”. “He offers
platitudes while he and the
toxic ecosystem he has nur-
tured do everything to polar-
ise and divide, to spread ve-
nom and hate, and to use
fear and intimidation as ins-
truments of grabbing power
and derailing governance.”

Rather than observing a
“remembrance day”, many
leaders said it would have
been better if the govern-
ment worked to maintain
communal harmony. “A true

SG refuses nod
for contempt
against Katju

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta has refused consent
to a lawyer to initiate con-
tempt action against form-
er Supreme Court judge
Justice Markandey Katju
for his comments about
the top court while depos-
ing before a court in the
U.K. in the Nirav Modi ex-
tradition case.

“I deem it inappropriate
and inexpedient to dwell
much into the issues aris-
ing from the expressions
used and perceptions pro-
jected by Justice Katju (re-
tired) as he did so while giv-
ing his deposition as a
witness before a court of
law,” Mr. Mehta wrote to
advocate Alakh Alok Sri-
vastava in his letter on Au-
gust 13.

Attorney General K.K.
Venugopal had refused to
entertain Mr. Srivastava's
plea in March.

tribute to the sacrifice of our
freedom fighters would be to
ensure that there is no
hatred, disharmony and vio-
lence among us in modern
India,” NCP leader Majeed
Memon tweeted.

CPI general secretary D.
Raja said the announcement
was only for digging at the
wounds that the country suf-
fered. “Narendra Modi or
the RSS have nothing to say
on Independence struggle
because they were never
part if it. When Partition
happened where was the
RSS? It was Mahatma Gandhi
who was trying to establish
peace but he was killed. By
who?” he said.

CPI(M) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury said, “India
refused to become a mirror
image of Pakistan. Back then
we had rejected the Hindu
Rashtra and we rebuild the
nation anew. The Prime Mi-
nister wants us to relive the
horrors of Pakistan to stoke
communal passions.”

(blocking of information in
case of emergency), the
court said, “We find no case
is made out for a stay on Rule
16. Hence that is not stayed.”

The court was hearing a
petition filed by legal news
website The Leaflet and a pu-
blic interest litigation by
journalist Nikhil Wagle.

The petitions urged for di-
rection from the court to res-
train authorities from taking
any coercive action against
the petitioners for any failure
to comply with the new
rules.

‘Vague and draconian’

Senior advocate Darius
Khambata, representing The
Leaflet, argued that the rules
go far beyond the permissi-
ble restrictions of freedom of
speech and freedom of trade

for a digital news publisher.
They are vague and draco-
nian and can have a chilling
effect on free speech, so
much so that they have to be
stayed immediately, he said.

Advocate Abhay Nevagi,
appearing for Mr. Wagle,
contended that the rules
were arbitrary, illegal, irra-
tional and unreasonable and
contrary to the provisions of
law, including Article 14
(equality before the law), Ar-
ticles 19 (1) (a) (to freedom of
speech and expression), 19
(1) (g) (to practise any profes-
sion, or to carry on any occu-
pation, trade or business) of
the Constitution.

Historical echo to Modi’s call

Dr. Rajendra Prasad refused to question loyalty of members

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s intention in an-
nouncing August 14 as Parti-
tion Horrors Remembrance
Day to remove disharmony
finds an echo from 74 years
ago, in a page of the Consti-
tuent Assembly debates.

The incident recorded in
the Assembly’s annals dates
back to July 14, 1947. It had
then been just over a month
after Lord Mountbatten an-
nounced the partition of
British India into two inde-
pendent dominions of In-
dia and Pakistan in June
1947.

Partition was a certainty,
but Haji Abdul Sathar Haji
Ishaq Sait, a member elect-
ed from the Madras Presi-
dency, who was president
of the Muslim League from
Malabar, was present in the
Constitution Hall to partici-
pate in the Constituent As-
sembly debates which Jawa-
harlal Nehru described as a
“high adventure of giving
shape, in the printed and
written word, to a Nation’s

dream and aspiration”. Dr.
Rajendra Prasad, in the
Chair, asked the members
to present their credentials
and sign the Assembly’s Re-
gister. The Secretary then
called out Mr. Sait’s name.

One of the members,
Deshbandhu Gupta, inter-
vened at that point. He
asked whether it would not
be “fair” to the House to
have Mr. Sait first reveal
whether he still subscribed
to the “Two Nation Theo-
ry”. “I take it that, as a sove-
reign body, and in view of
the Partition that has been
decided upon, we should
review the whole question
and lay down that a Mem-
ber who does not subscribe
to the Objectives Resolution
that has been passed can-
not sign the Register,” Mr.
Gupta told the Chair.

The ‘Objectives Resolu-
tion” was the resolve of the
Constituent Assembly to
frame a Constitution for a
Sovereign, Independent,
Indian Republic. Mr. Nehru
had introduced the ‘Objec-
tives Resolution’ as an indi-

Legal provisions not being
followed in rape cases: HC

Court directs Uttar Pradesh police to comply with rules

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW

The Allahabad High Court
has expressed displeasure
that in a “majority of cases”
the legal provisions mandat-
ing that the statement of a
rape survivor be recorded by
a woman officer and that too
through audio-video elec-
tronic means were not being
followed by the investigation
officers.

The court has directed
the Uttar Pradesh DGP and
the Principal Secretary,
Home Department, to issue
guidelines to all district pol-
ice chiefs to comply with the
provisions  within  two
months.

The court also noted that
the practice of recording a
second statement of the vic-
tim under Section 161 of
CrPC. after recording her
statement under Section 164

was on the “higher side.”
And in some cases, “conclu-
sions are drawn by the Inves-
tigating Officer on the basis
of second statement under
Section 161 Cr.P.C., ignoring
the statement under Section
164,” it said.

The statement under Sec-
tion 164 would prevail over
the statement under Section
161, the court ruled.

Justice Sanjay Kumar
Singh passed the order on
August 11 while hearing the
bail application of a rape ac-
cused from Prayagraj.

The counsel for the ac-
cused, Bulle, said that on De-
cember 14, 2020, a state-
ment of the victim was
recorded under Section 164,
in which she alleged that she
was raped by Bulle and
another man, Badal. Howev-
er, the investigation officer,
on December 7, recorded

Courts in the country continue to differ on marital rape

Contradiction arises despite recommendation by the Justice J.S. Verma Committee to make marital rape a crime

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI
Four years after the Supreme
Court referred to Justice J.S.
Verma Committee’s recom-
mendation to make marital
rape a crime, besides quot-
ing from decisions of courts
across the world that “a ra-
pist remains a rapist and
marriage with the victim
does not convert him into a
non-rapist”, Indian courts
continue to take views on
marital rape that are the po-
lar opposite of each other.
The recent response from
courts to complaints of mari-
tal rape has been contradic-
tory. When the Kerala High
Court backed marital rape as
a valid ground for divorce, a
court in Maharashtra gave

anticipatory bail to a man
while concluding that forci-
ble sex with his wife was not
an “illegal thing” though she
said it left her paralysed.

In 2017, the top court, in
Independent Thought versus
Union of India, refused to
delve into the question of
marital rape while examin-
ing an exception to Section
375 (rape) of the Indian Penal
Code which allows a man to
force sex on his wife if she is
above 15 years of age. Howev-
er, in its judgment that de-
clared “sexual intercourse
with a girl below 18 years of
age is rape regardless of
whether she is married or
not”, the Supreme Court
highlighted that legislative
immunity given to marital

rape stemmed from the “out-
dated notion that a wife is no
more than a subservient
chattel of her husband”.
Similarly, the Gujarat High
Court has held that “a law
that does not give married
and wunmarried women
equal protection creates con-
ditions that lead to the mari-
tal rape”. “It allows the men
and women to believe that
wife rape is acceptable. Mak-
ing wife rape illegal or an of-
fence will remove the des-
tructive  attitudes  that
promote the marital rape,”
the court had suggested.
Legislative amnesty to
marital rape continues to
survive in the statute book
despite a gamut of decisions
by the Supreme Court

upholding the bodily integri-
ty and privacy of women.

The right to bodily integri-
ty was recognised in the con-
text of privacy in State of
Maharashtra v. Madhukar
Narayan Mardikar. Here,
the top court observed that
no one has a right to violate
the person of anyone else, in-
cluding of an “unchaste wo-
man”.

In Suchita Srivastava v.
Chandigarh Administration,
the top court backed a “wo-
man’s right to refuse partici-
pation in sexual activity or al-
ternatively the insistence on
use of contraceptive meth-
ods”. The court has held that
“rape is not only a crime
against the person of a wo-
man, it is a crime against the

entire society”. In State of
Punjab v. Gurmit Singh, the
court voiced the extent of
trauma suffered by a rape
survivor, saying “a murderer
destroys the physical body of
his victim, a rapist degrades
the very soul of the helpless
female”.

The report submitted by
the Justice J.S. Verma Com-
mittee of Amendments to
Criminal Law of January 2013
had recommended the re-
moval of the marital rape im-
munity. “A marital or other
relationship between the
perpetrator or victim is not a
valid defence against the
crimes of rape or sexual vio-
lation. The relationship bet-
ween the accused and the
complainant is not relevant

to the inquiry into whether
the complainant consented
to the sexual activity. The
fact that the accused and vic-
tim are married or in anoth-
er intimate relationship may
not be regarded as a mitigat-
ing factor justifying lower
sentences for rape,” the com-
mittee had advised the go-
vernment unsuccessfully.
The report underscored
the fact that marital rape im-
munity had been withdrawn
in most foreign jurisdictions.
In England and Wales, the
House of Lords had held in
1991 that “marriage is in
modern times regarded as a
partnership of equals, and
no longer one in which the
wife must be the subservient
chattel of the husband”.

the second statement of the
victim in which she alleged
that only Bulle raped her,
and that she had made the
earlier allegation against Ba-
dal on the advice of her
counsel. Badal was char-
gesheeted only under Sec-
tion 366 of the IPC (kidnap-
ping, abducting or inducing
woman to compel her for
marriage). The accused side
argued that there was no oc-
casion for the investigating
officer to record her second
statement.

The court observed: “In a
criminal offence, one of the
established canons of just,
fair and transparent investi-
gation is the right of accused
as well as victim, therefore
high responsibility lies upon
the Investigating Officer not
to conduct an investigation
in tainted and unfair man-
ner...”

cation “to ourselves, to
those who look to this As-
sembly, to those millions in
this country who are look-
ing up to us and to the
world at large, as to what
we may do, what we seek to
achieve, whither we are go-
ing”.

After hearing out Mr.
Gupta, Dr. Prasad said he
had raised an “interesting”
point, but indicated it was
not worth taking any furth-
er. Dr. Prasad said Mr. Sait,
an elected member of the
Constituent Assembly, was
clearly entitled to sit in the
House as long as he did not
resign.

“Anyone who has been
elected is entitled to sit in
this House as long as he
does not resign. Therefore,
I do not think I can prevent
any Member who has been
elected duly from signing
the Register,” said Dr. Pra-
sad, who went on to serve
as the first President of In-
dia. The record of the day
showed that Mr. Sait was
the first one to be called to
sign the Register.

Six more bodies found,
landslip toll rises to 23
CHANDIGARH

The death toll in the landslip
at Nigulsari in Kinnaur district
of Himachal Pradesh rose to
23 on Saturday, with the
recovery of six more bodies.
Rescue operations continued
for the fourth day in the area.
State Disaster Management
Authority director Sudesh
Kumar Mokhta said nine
people are still missing.

Ex-IPS officer to contest
against Adityanath
LUCKNOW

Former Uttar Pradesh cadre
IPS officer Amitabh Thakur,
who was given premature
retirement, will be contesting
next year's State Assembly
election against Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, his
family has announced. In a
statement issued here, Mr.
Thakur's wife Nutan said it
was a fight for principles. pmi

Opposition RS members
refuse to chair the House

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Rajya Sabha members
of the Congress, the Nation-
alist Congress Party and the
Trinamool Congress who
are part of the presiding pa-
nel refused to chair the
House during the monsoon
session of Parliament.

The presiding panel, or
the Vice-Chairman’s panel,
has six members — Bhuba-
neshwar Kalita and Suren-
dra Nagar of the BJP, Sasmit
Patra of the Biju Janata Dal,
Sukendu Sekhar Ray of Tri-

namool, Vandana Chavan of

the NCP, and L. Hanuman-
thaiah of the Congress. Ms.
Chavan, Mr. Hanuman-
thaiah and Mr. Ray did not
preside over the House in

this session. On August 11,
when the government
pushed through the contro-
versial General Insurance
Business (Nationalisation)
Amendment Bill, 2021, Mr.
Patra was in Chair.

Ms. Chavan said Deputy
Chairman Harivansh, who
drafts the roster for the pre-
siding officers, had slotted
in the Opposition members
too. “I felt that it wouldn’t
be morally correct to sit on
the Chair while my own col-
leagues are agitating.”

Mr. Hanumanthiah said
he felt it would have been
embarrassing for both him
and the party to preside ov-
er a fractious House where
the government refused to
listen to the Opposition.
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As India strove to throw off the legacy of the British, the political leadership,

influenced strongly by the builders of the nuclear and space programmes,
recognised the need for science for development. Gagandeep Kang, Sci
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Amid Taliban blitz, govt. reviews plans on embassy operations in Kabul

US., UK. and EU
countries have
flown out citizens

SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI

Amidst moves by other coun-
tries to secure their diplo-
mats based in Afghanistan,
the Indian government be-
gan a series of consultations
on whether to scale down
operations at its Embassy in
Kabul. The meetings on Sa-
turday in New Delhi came
amidst reports that the Tali-
ban has taken territory
around 50 km from Kabul,
while Afghanistan President
Ashraf Ghani said he was dis-

IN BRIEF

RT-PCR report or jab
must for entering Punjab
CHANDIGARH

From August 16, Punjab will
allow entry to only those
who are fully vaccinated
against COVID-19 or have a
negative RT-PCR report, the
State government said on
Saturday. It will be applicable
to all those who enter by
road, rail or air, Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh said, adding
that if a person is found to
not have either of these, RAT
testing shall be mandatory.

Fourth school bombed on
Assam-Mizoram border
GUWAHATI

Unknown miscreants bombed
a government-run lower
primary school on the
Assam-Mizoram border late
Friday night, triggering
tension after a brief Lull.
Officials in southern Assam's
Hailakandi district said the
Sahebmara LP School was
partially damaged. It is the
fourth State-run school on
the border to have been
bombed since October 2020.

Chartered accountant
held in bank fraud case
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate
has arrested a chartered
accountant, Raman Bhuraria,
for his complicity in a
¥3,269.42 crore bank fraud,
allegedly by Shakti Bhog
Foods Limited and others.
The ED probe is based on a
First Information Report
registered by the CBI against
Shakti Bhog Foods and others
on the charge of cheating a
consortium of 10 banks.

ED attaches assets

of Aatash Norcontrol

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate
has provisionally attached
assets worth ¥134.38 crore of
Aatash Norcontrol Limited for
allegedly cheating the Gujarat
Maritime Board (GMB).

The company is said to have
inflated the cost of the
VTPMS (vessel traffic and
ports management system)
project, thus misleading the
GMB into fixing higher tariff
for navigation of vessels.

SUDOKU

cussing how to “remobilise”
the Afghanistan National De-
fence and Security Forces
(ANDSF) to protect the capi-
tal and other cities.

According to sources, se-
curity assessments had ear-
lier been in favour of keeping
the Indian Embassy in Kabul
fully operational, after con-
sulates in Kandahar and Ma-
zar-e-Sharif were closed and
Indian staff flown out.

‘Not to give panic signals’
On Thursday, MEA spokes-
person Arindam Bagchi had
said there were “no plans” to
evacuate staff from Kabul,
the single remaining Indian
mission that is operational in

Afghanistan. Indian Ambas-
sador Rudrendra Tandon is
also in Kabul at present head-
ing the mission, and officials
have been keen not to send
any “panic signals” that
could compromise security
as well.

However, as the Taliban
made advances on several
provincial capitals in the past
two days, the U.S., the UK
and Canada have decided to
move their embassy staff out,
and are sending supplemen-
tary security forces to Kabul
to ensure a smooth exit. By
Sunday evening, the U.S. will
have flown in about 3,000
soldiers for the effort, while
the U.K. is sending about 600

Country in turmoil: People arriving at the Hamid Karzai
International Airport in Kabul on Saturday =ar

troops. According to news
agency reports, European
countries such as Denmark,
Norway and the Netherlands

have decided to close their
embassies, while others like
Finland and Sweden are scal-
ing back the presence of

Parliament is the temple of
democracy, says President

It provides the highest forum to debate and decide issues for people’s well-being’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
WDELHI
Parliament is the temple of
democracy which provides
the highest forum to discuss,
debate and decide issues for
the well being of the people,
President Ram Nath Kovind
said on Friday addressing
the nation on the eve of the
75th Independence Day.
President Kovind’s asser-
tion is significant as it comes
days after the monsoon ses-
sion of Parliament ended on
an acrimonious note, with
the Opposition accusing the
Narendra Modi government
of “murdering democracy”.

Note of caution
Referring to the “terrible se-
cond wave” of the pandem-
ic, the President said the
country is yet to come out of
its devastating effects and ex-
pressed “deep sadness’ over
the loss of many lives. He,
however, asserted that “no
infrastructure, even of ad-
vanced economies, could
withstand a crisis of such
enormous proportions.” Mr.
Kovind also urged the citi-
zens for extra caution and
not to let their guard down
and vaccinate themselves at
the earliest.

The President also sought
to address the issues raised

Wise counsel: President Ram Nath Kovind addressing the
nation on the eve of Independence Day, in New Delhi. =ani

by protesting farmers’ un-
ions against the three farm
laws saying “the series of
agricultural marketing re-
forms will empower our ‘an-
nadata’ farmers and help
them get better price for
their produce”.

Mr. Kovind also lauded
the sportspersons for their
stellar performance in the
Tokyo Olympics, noting that
they brought the highest me-
dal tally in India’s 121-year-
old history of participation
in the Olympics.

Talking about the roots of
democracy, he said, “When
India won Independence 75
years ago, many sceptics
thought democracy would
not survive in India. Little

did they know that roots of
democracy were nurtured in
this soil in ancient times, and
even in modern times India
was ahead of many western
nations in offering franchise
to all adults, regardless of
any distinctions.

“We have adopted the sys-
tem of parliamentary de-
mocracy. Therefore, our Par-
liament is the temple of our
democracy which provides
us highest forum where we
discuss, debate and decide
issues for the well-being of
our people.”

The President said it is a
matter of great pride for all
Indians that our Parliament
will soon be housed in a new
building. “It will be a fitting

statement of our outlook: It
will honour our legacy while
also walking in step with the
contemporary world. It is
more than symbolic that the
new building will be inaugu-
rated in the year of the 75th
anniversary of Indepen-
dence,” he said.

‘New dawn in J&K’

Stating that Jammu and
Kashmir is witnessing the
rise of a “new dawn” with
the Centre starting consulta-
tions with various stake-hol-
ders, Mr. Kovind urged the
people of J&K to realise their
aspirations through demo-
cratic institutions.

Talking about the Olym-
pics, the President praised
the women athletes and said
India’s daughters have not
only excelled in playgrounds
overcoming many adversi-
ties but epoch-making
changes are taking place in
the participation and suc-
cess of women in all walks of
life. “In this success of our
daughters, I see a glimpse of
a developed India of the fu-
ture.”

Earlier in the day, he host-
ed a high tea at the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan cultural centre
here for the Indian contin-
gent that participated in the
Tokyo Olympics 2020.

their diplomats. Germany
and France have also begun
to fly out their staff, despite
assurances from a Taliban
spokesperson that the group
would “not target embassies
or diplomats”.

Safe compound

In addition, the U.S., the UK
and other embassies belong-
ing to NATO countries are ex-
pected to relocate some ske-
leton staff to the Kabul
airport compound, and
maintain diplomatic out-
posts there even if the city is
overrun. This will mean that
the security personnel levels
at the diplomatic “Green
Zone” in Kabul would be

considerably lower, an offi-
cial said.

As a result, officials in the
MEA, MHA and the National
Security Council Secretariat
are reviewing contingency
plans in the event of a forci-
ble takeover of Kabul by the
Taliban, or if violent clashes
break out in the capital.

The Indian embassy has
also been flooded with visa
requests from Afghan citi-
zens, and families with links
to India, which will need to
be processed by Embassy
staff, which is another factor
in the decision process, said
the officials.

Former Ambassador to Af-
ghanistan Amar Sinha said

while the security of Indian
personnel is of “paramount
importance”, it is also neces-
sary to consider the timing of
the decision carefully.

“There is a dilemma of any
hasty decision which will be
very debilitating in terms of
the morale. Recent U.S. intel-
ligence reports providing ti-
melines for the fall of Kabul
have been a cause for panic
already. There is also the
consular angle and the need
to meet the demand for visas
for many friends of India. If
time permits, we need to
have a surge in this activity
before bringing down our ac-
tivity levels,” Mr. Sinha told
The Hindu.

Nine military personnel
awarded Shaurya Chakra

Capt. Ashutosh Kumar honoured posthumously

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Nine military personnel
were awarded the Shaurya
Chakra, the third highest
peacetime gallantry award,
one of them posthumously,
while Kargil hero Sub. Maj.
(Honorary Lieutenant) Yo-
gendra Singh Yadav — a Pa-
ram Vir Chakra awardee —
has been awarded the rank
of Honorary Captain by the
President on the eve of Inde-
pendence Day.

“President Shri Ram Nath
Kovind, who is also the Su-
preme Commander of the
armed forces, has approved
144 gallantry awards to
armed forces, police and pa-
ramilitary personnel on the
eve of Independence Day
2021,” the Defence Ministry
said. These include one Ash-
ok Chakra, one Kirti Chakra,
15 Shaurya Chakras, 120 Se-
na Medals (Gallantry), five
Nao Sena Medals (Gallantry)
and two Vayu Sena Medals
(Gallantry).

The President also award-
ed one Tatrakshak Medal
(Gallantry) and three Ta-
trakshak Medal (Meritorious
Service) to Coast Guard per-
sonnel for their act of con-
spicuous gallantry and meri-
torious service.

All the six Shaurya Chak-
ras from the Army were

20 ITBP personnel awarded for valour in Ladakh

In all, 1,380
police personnel
receive medals

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) on Saturday said
1,380 police personnel had
been awarded medals on the
occasion of the Indepen-
dence Day this year.

Among the Police Medal
for Gallantry (PMG) reci-
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pients are the 20 Indo-Tibe-
tan Border Police (ITBP) per-
sonnel for their bravery
during the eastern Ladakh
skirmishes in May-June last
year.

Jammu & Kashmir police
sub-inspector Amar Deep
and late head constable Kale
Sunil Dattatraya of the CRPF
have been awarded the Pre-
sident’s Police Medal for Gal-
lantry for their role in anti-
terrorist operations; 628 oth-
er personnel have been
awarded PMG.

While the President’s Pol-
ice Medal for Distinguished
Service has been given to 88
personnel, 662 have got the
Police Medal for Meritorious
Service.

The Home Ministry said
398 personnel were awarded
for their gallant action in the
Jammu & Kashmir region,
155 for their gallant action in
the Left Wing Extremism af-
fected areas and 27 in the
northeast region.

Among the gallantry
award winners, 256 are from

the Jammu & Kashmir police;
151 from the CRPF; 23 from
the ITBP; 67 from the Odisha
police; 25 from Maharashtra
and 20 from Chhattisgarh.
In a statement, the ITBP
said: “Eight personnel have
been awarded PMG for gal-
lant act, meticulous plan-
ning and tactical insight, and
for defending the mother-
land in Galwan Nalla on June
15, 2020. Six personnel have
been awarded PMG for gal-
lant action during a violent
face-off on May 18, 2020, in

Anti-drone systems deployed
in border areas of Kashmir

4 Jaish operatives arrested ahead of Independence Day

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

J&K saw stringent security
measures in place, including
anti-drone systems along the
Line of Control (LoC) in Jam-
mu and heightened aerial
surveillance in Srinagar,
ahead of Independence Day.

Meanwhile, four Jaish-e-
Muhammad (JeM) opera-
tives, planning to carry out
attacks, were held in Jammu
and an improvised explosive
device (IED) was defused in
Kishtwar, the police said on
Saturday.

An alert has already been
sounded in Jammu after the
intelligence inputs suggest-
ed that militants may try to
carry out attacks on the I-
Day. Security has been
beefed up and anti-drone
technology employed to
keep a watch on movement
of drones from across the In-
ternational Border and LoC,
officials said.

Security check: Policemen frisking people at the city centre
in Srinagar on Saturday. =nissaR AHMAD

The police claimed to
have arrested four JeM oper-
atives in Jammu. “The JeM
terrorists were planning to
collect arms dropped by
drones and supply to active
terrorists in the Kashmir Val-
ley,” Inspector General of
Police Mukesh Singh said.

One of the arrested men
were identified as Muntazir
Manzoor, alias Saifulla from

Pulwama. Manzoor’s truck
was being used for tran-
sporting weapons to the Val-
ley, the police said. The oth-
er three were Ijahar Khan,
alias Sonu Khan from U.P.,
Touseef Ahmed Shah, alias
Showket and Adnan from
Shopian. They were tasked
with procuring a motorcycle
to trigger an IED blast in
Jammu, the police said.

Finger IV area. Six personnel
have been awarded PMG for
their gallant action near Hot
Springs in Ladakh on May 18,
20207

This apart, three ITBP per-
sonnel have been conferred
PMG for their role in anti-
Naxal operations in
Chhattisgarh.

Six CBI officials have been
awarded the President's Pol-
ice Medal for Distinguished
Service and 24 have got the
Police Medal for Meritorious
Service.

Efforts on to
resolve LAC
row: Rajnath

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

In eastern Ladakh, efforts
are being made to resolve
the differences on the Line
of Actual Control (LAC)
through dialogue with Chi-
na while situation along
the Line of Control (LoC) in
Jammu and Kashmir re-
mained under control in
the last one year “due to
our vigilance and indomit-
able valour”, Defence Mi-
nister Rajnath Singh said
on Saturday.

“The process of disen-
gagement has been com-
pleted at some places,” Mr.

Singh said on the standoff

in the customary address
to the armed forces on the
eve of Independence Day.
On the situation along
the LoC, the Minister said,
“Ceasefire violations have
also come down since Fe-
bruary 2021. The infiltra-
tion from across the border
has stopped due to vigi-
lance of the armed forces
and paramilitary forces.”

Capt. Ashutosh Kumar
laid down his life fighting

terrorists near LoC. =ani

awarded for counter-terror
operations in Jammu and
Kashmir of which five of the
personnel were with Rash-
triya Rifles battalions. Cap-
tain Sachin Reuben Sequeira
from the Navy and Group
Captain Perminder Antil,
Commanding Officer of a
Su-30 MKI Squadron since
January 2020, and Wing
Commander Varun Singh,
pilot in a Light Combat Air-
craft (LCA) Squadron, from
the Air Force were awarded
the Shaurya Chakra.

‘Indomitable courage’

According to the award cita-
tion, late Capt. Ashutosh Ku-
mar from 18 Madras Regi-
ment was recommended for
the Shaurya Chakra posthu-
mously for “displaying in-
domitable courage and pro-
fessional acumen of highest

order in saving his fellow sol-
dier’s life and eliminating
hardcore terrorist with utter
disregard to his own safety”.

On November 8, 2020,
Capt. Kumar was perform-
ing duties of the Ghatak Pla-
toon Commander close to
the Line of Control (LoC). On
receipt of information of
likely escape of terrorists, he
proceeded to establish stops
along the likely routes of es-
cape and spotted the terro-
rists, the citation said.

“Sensing grave danger to
own troops and seeing the
terrorist escape, the officer
with utter disregard for his
safety and displaying grit of
steel while being completely
exposed to terrorist fire,
took an aimed shot and
brought down the terrorist
at a very close range. In the
ensuring gunfire, he sus-
tained a gunshot wound and
died on the spot.”

In Honorary Commis-
sions for Army personnel,
the President approved 337
Honorary Captains and
1,358 Honorary Lieutenants
for Junior Commissioned Of-
ficers (JCO).

Sub. Maj. Yadav is the
youngest to be awarded the
Param Vir Chakra, the high-
est gallantry award, at the
age of 19 for his valour dur-
ing the 1999 Kargil conflict.

BKU men ‘attack’
BJP MLA’ vehicle

Umesh Malik blames Narendra Tikait

ANUJ KUMAR
GHAZIABAD

A Bharatiya Janata Party
MLA’s car was allegedly at-
tacked by members of Bhar-
tiya Kisan Union on Satur-
day evening when he was
returning after a public
meeting from Sisauli village
in Muzaffarnagar. The BKU
called it an example of
growing disenchantment
with the ruling dispensation
in the region.

Umesh Malik, BJP MLA
from Budhana in Muzaffar-
nagar, said his car was at-
tacked by the BKU workers
when he was returning after
addressing a meeting of Jan
Kalyan Samiti on Saturday
evening. “The attack was
orchestrated by Narendra
Tikait, younger brother of
BKU president Naresh Ti-
kait,” Mr Malik told The
Hindu.

Sisauli is the headquarter
of BKU and the native vil-
lage of the Tikaits.

Mr. Malik said black oil
was thrown at the car and
windscreens were smashed.
“We somehow managed to
save our lives. Five persons,
including two police consta-
bles, suffered injuries in the
pre-planned attack,” said
Mr. Malik.

A video of the incident
that surfaced on social me-
dia purportedly showed lo-
cals raising slogans against
the MLA before smearing
his SUV with a black chemi-
cal and going on to break
the side and back glass of
the vehicle. Mr. Malik said
there was police presence
in the village but they failed
to stop the assailants. “We
will raise the issue with

Sanjeev Balyan at the
Bhaurakalan police station
on Saturday evening. =
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

higher officials,” he said.

After the incident, Cabi-
net Minister and Muzaffar-
nagar MP Sanjeev Balyan al-
so reached the police
station. Mr. Malik alleged
the BKU had little support
in the region and a few ruf-
fians were forced to raise
slogans under the influence
of alcohol.

Meanwhile, BKU media
in-charge Dharmendra Ma-
lik said the incident was yet
another example of the
growing disenchantment
with the ruling party in the
region. “When a local MLA
is welcomed with slogans,
you can see the writing on
the wall.”

He said BKU workers
were only asked to raise the
slogans, the rest of the ille-
gal activity was sponsored
by the BJP to break the
farmers’ movement. “They
have used such tactics in
Haryana and now they are
applying them in U.P.,” he
claimed. On the involve-
ment of the younger Tikait,
Mr. Dharmendra said it is
their village, “Nareshji was
also present in Sisauli. They
could name him as well,” he
said.
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Nehru had a grander and more ambitious view of India's role in Asia than other Indians who
thought of these issues. Nehru sought nothing less than a radical and complete reworking or
remaking of Asian and global geopolitics. Shivshankar Meno

Atghan President vows to ‘remobilise’ forces

Ashraf Ghani says he will not ‘let the war cause further bloodshed’; Taliban capture Mazar-e-Sharif

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KABUL

Afghanistan’s beleaguered
President vowed on Satur-
day to prevent further
bloodshed, as Taliban fight-
ers closed in on Kabul after
routing his armed forces ov-
er the past 10 days.

In a recorded address to
the nation — his first since
the Taliban launched their
sweeping offensive — Ashraf
Ghani said he wanted to stop
the violence “as a historic
mission”.

“I will not let the imposed
war on people cause more
deaths,” he said.

The President gave no
hint he would resign or take
responsibility for the calami-
tous military collapse, but

ELSEWHERE

Toll in Turkey flood,
mudslides rises to 51
ISTANBUL

The death toll from severe
floods and mudslides along
Turkey's Black Sea coast has
climbed to 51, the country's
emergency and disaster
agency said on Saturday. The
flooding demolished homes,
severed at least five bridges,
swept away cars and
rendered numerous roads
unpassable. ap

Opposition leader leads
in Zambia polls

LUSAKA

Supporters of Zambian
Opposition candidate
Hakainde Hichilema have
begun celebrating on
Saturday as early election
results show him leading in
the tightly-fought, tense
presidential race. ap

On alert: Afghan policemen monitoring vehicles at a
checkpoint in Kabul on Saturday. =arp

said the armed forces could
be “remobilised” and con-
sultations were taking place
to try to help end the war.
But he offered few specif-
ics on what his administra-

tion was planning, with go-
vernment control over
Afghanistan all but
collapsed.

With Mazar-e-Sharif, the
country’s fourth largest city,

7.2 magnitude quake hits
Haiti, at least 29 killed

I-month state of emergency declared

ASSOCIATED PRESS
PORT-AU-PRINCE

At least 29 people were
killed when a 7.2 magnitude
earthquake struck Haiti on
Saturday, and Prime Minis-
ter Ariel Henry said he was
rushing aid to affected
areas, where some towns
were destroyed and hospi-
tals were overwhelmed with
wounded people.

The epicenter of the
quake was about 125 km
west of the capital of Port-
au-Prince, the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey said, and wides-
pread damage was
reported.

Jerry Chandler, Haiti’s Di-
rector of Civil Protection,
told the AP that the death
toll stood at 29 and that
teams will be sent to the
area for search-and-rescue
missions.

A church damaged due to
the earthquake in Les Cayes,
Haiti, on Saturday. =ap

Mr. Henry declared a one-
month state of emergency
for the whole country and
said he would not ask for in-
ternational help until the ex-
tent of the damages is
known. He said some towns
were almost completely
razed, and the government
had people in the coastal
town of Les Cayes to help
plan and coordinate the

response.

also having fallen into Tali-
ban hands on Saturday, Ka-
bul has effectively become
the besieged last stand for
government forces who have
offered little or no resistance
elsewhere.

Mr. Ghani had flown to
Mazar-e-Sharif on Wednes-
day to rally its defences,
meeting with several militia
commanders, including Ab-
dul Rashid Dostum and Ata
Mohammad Noor, who com-
mand thousands of fighters.

As the Taliban closed in
on Kabul, panicked residents
formed long lines outside
banks, hoping to withdraw
their savings. Some branches
appeared to have already
run of cash.

Insurgent fighters are now

camped just 50 km away
from Kabul.

The only other cities of
any significance not to be ta-
ken yet were Jalalabad, Gar-
dez, and Khost — Pashtun-
dominated and unlikely to
offer much resistance now.

For the tens of thousands
who have sought refuge
there in recent weeks, the
overwhelming mood was
one of confusion and fear.

Muzhda, 35, a woman
who arrived in the capital
with her two sisters from
Parwan, said she was terri-
fied for the future.

“l am crying day and
night,” she said. “If the Tali-
ban come and force me to
marry, I will commit sui-
cide.” (With AP inputs)

US. troops reach Kabul

to assist in evacuations
Another 3,000 soldiers to arrive today

REUTERS
KABUL

American troops have flown
into Kabul to help evacuate
Embassy personnel and oth-
er civilians in the Afghan
capital, a U.S. official said on
Saturday.

The Pentagon said two
battalions of Marines and
one infantry battalion will
arrive in Kabul by Sunday
evening, involving about
3,000 troops.

“They have arrived, their
arrival will continue till to-
morrow,” the U.S. official
said on condition of
anonymity.

An infantry brigade com-
bat team will also move out
of Fort Bragg, North Caroli-
na, to Kuwait to act as a
quick reaction force for se-
curity in Kabul if needed,
the Pentagon has said.

Britain and several other
Western nations are also
sending troops as resistance
from Afghan government
forces crumbles and fears
grow that an assault on Ka-
bul could be just days away.

An Afghan government
official confirmed on Friday
that Kandahar, the econom-
ic hub of the South, was un-
der Taliban control as U.S.-
led international forces
complete their withdrawal.

“Kabul is not right now in
an imminent threat environ-
ment, but clearly ... if you
just look at what the Taliban
has been doing, you can see
that they are trying to iso-
late Kabul,” Pentagon spo-
kesman John Kirby said.

Some embassies have be-
gun to burn sensitive mate-
rial ahead of evacuating, di-
plomats said.
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Sri Lanka to procure oxygen
from India to ‘augment supply’

Bilateral discussions on sourcing more oxygen under way

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO

Sri Lanka will procure oxy-
gen from India in the coming
weeks to augment supply
amid a raging fourth wave of
COVID-19 in the island na-
tion.

The government has de-
cided to purchase 100 me-
tric tonnes of oxygen from
India next week for its CO-
VID-19 treatment centres,
the state-run Daily News re-
ported on Saturday, quoting
the Secretary to the Ministry
of Health.

Official sources indicated
that in additional to the in-
itial commercial procure-
ment, Colombo has also in-
itiated bilateral discussions
with New Delhi to explore
ways to source more oxygen
in the coming weeks. The
details of the arrangement,
likely commercial, are being
worked out, they said.

According to officials in
Colombo, one consignment,
procured commercially
from a private supplier in In-
dia, is scheduled to leave for
Sri Lanka in a few days by
sea. Last month, Bangladesh
imported 180 metric tonnes
of Liquid Medical Oxygen

(LMO) from India. In recent
months, India sent consign-
ments of oxygen to Indone-
sia and Nepal.

Sharp rise in cases
Sri Lanka is currently in the
midst of its fourth wave of
the pandemic, witnessing a
sharp rise in daily COVID-19
cases — an average of 3,000
a day — and deaths reported
in the past week.

The country has reported
a total of nearly 3.5 lakh cas-
es since last year, and 11 % of
those are currently active,
according to data published
by the Health Promotion Bu-
reau. While medical experts
have recommended strict
restrictions on mobility to
combat the current spike,
the government on Friday
said it was not going in for a
country-wide  lockdown.
Meanwhile the Public Health
Inspectors’ Union has asked
people to “self-impose a se-
ven-day travel restriction.”

Although India was the
first country to send vac-
cines to Sri Lanka earlier this
year, New Delhi could not
sustain the diplomatic out-
reach amid India’s devastat-
ing second wave. However,

Sri Lanka has been purchas-
ing other medical supplies
from India to enhance its
pandemic response. Since
last month, Colombo has
procured at least 4.5 million
syringes from suppliers in
India, according to a senior
government official.

According Dr. Hemantha
Herath, Deputy Director
General of Health Services,
the supply of oxygen within
Sri Lanka, mainly from two
producers, was “adequate”
to cater to the current re-
quirement. “The country is
importing oxygen to aug-
ment supply and be pre-
pared for a shortage. We
should work towards being
self-reliant, so that we don’t
have depend on external
sources. Those countries
may have a sudden require-
ment too during such a pan-
demic,” Dr. Herath told The
Hindu.

India faced an acute shor-
tage of oxygen earlier this
year, when several thousand
lives were lost for the want
of oxygen support at the
right time. New Delhi ob-
tained international assis-
tance at the time to cope
with the crisis.

Venezuela govt., Opposition in talks

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MEXICO CITY
Venezuela’s government and
Opposition launched nego-
tiations on Friday in Mexico
that were expected to focus
on sanctions and elections
to try to end a crippling pol-
itical and economic crisis.
Previous talks in the Do-
minican Republic in 2018
and Barbados the following
year failed to resolve dis-
putes centred on President

Nicolas Maduro and Juan
Guaido, the Opposition lead-
er considered President by
about 60 countries.

Neither attended the in-
auguration ceremony at
Mexico City’s National Mu-
seum of Anthropology in
person. Instead representa-
tives of the two sides signed
a document agreeing to un-
dertake “a comprehensive
dialogue and negotiation
process” mediated by Nor-

way and hosted by the Mexi-
can government.

The memorandum of un-
derstanding mentions the
need “for sanctions to be lift-
ed,” the economy to be sta-
bilised and any kind of polit-
ical violence to be avoided.

On Friday, Mr. Maduro
hailed the signing in a tweet
and thanked Mexico and
Norway “for their efforts for
the Peace of the Venezuelan
people.”

NEERAJ CHOPRA

The hard road to gold

The 23-year-old is the first Indian to win an Olympic gold in athletics

STAN RAYAN

was in a tizzy over the

Commonwealth Games
in New Delhi, a joint family
at Khandra village, near Pa-
nipat in Haryana, was won-
dering how to control a rest-
less, chubby kid.

Neeraj Chopra, 12 then,
kept pulling or tying up buf-
falo’s tails, disturbing bee
hives and forcing those
around to scream. Annoyed,
his uncle took him to Pani-
pat’s Shivaji Stadium with a
plan to make him take up
some sport. “I saw cricket,
football, hockey and athlet-
ics there. But what I liked
most was the group of men
training with the javelin. I
fell in love with it,” said Cho-
pra, whose father Satish Ku-
mar is a farmer.

The flying spear which
appeared to vanish into the
sky fascinated him, soon he
found he was good at it too.
A couple of years later, he
won the under-16 Nationals
and began to think big.

In June 2016, as he sat in
his room at Spala, Poland,
Chopra could feel his dream
of going to the Rio Olympics
slip through his fingers. Ear-
ly that year, the javelin
thrower had thrown a per-
sonal best 82.23m for the
Guwahati  South  Asian
Games gold and had hoped
to make the Olympic qualifi-
cation standard (83m) com-
fortably. But as he flew from
one country to another, in a
desperate bid to achieve
qualification before the July
11 deadline, the strain began
to show. He could not even
come near his personal
best.

“I had four competitions
in four countries, Germany,

In 2010, when the country

Poland, Belgium and Viet-
nam, in 20 days. My body is
very tired,” a desperate Cho-
pra told this writer from Po-
land one night that June.

He did not make it to Rio
but his worst moments
taught him some of life’s
best lessons. He began to
understand his body’s li-
mits, how crucial rest was
and how to bounce back
from disappointments for
there were many painful if-
only moments after that.

On July 23, 2016, shortly
after the Rio doors had
closed, he gave an inkling of
what he was capable of by
winning the under-20 World
Championships gold with a
World record, 86.48m, in
Poland.

Watching him closely Ga-
ry Calvert, who had
coached him to the un-
der-20 Worlds title, realised
how special Chopra was. In
2017, Calvert had a plan in
place to make the youngster
among the world’s best with
targets of 90m in a year and
92 to 95m in two years.

But Calvert did not last
long. When he did not get a
long-term contract, in May
2017 he left for China where

ILLUSTRATION: R. RAJESH

he died a year later from a
heart attack.

In safe hands

Calvert had wanted to leave
Chopra in safe hands. And
when JSW, which supports
the youngster, sought ad-
vice, he suggested German

Werner Daniels.
In October 2017, after a
disappointing London

Worlds where he failed to
make the final, Asian cham-
pion Chopra landed in Of-
fenburg to train under the
experienced Daniels.

In April 2018, under Da-
niels’ guidance, Chopra won
the Commonwealth Games
gold in Australia — only the
fourth Indian to do so after
Milkha Singh, Krishna Poo-
nia and Vikas Gowda — but
the Athletics Federation of
India was against the young-
ster returning to Germany.
It had brought another Ger-
man, former world record
holder Uwe Hohn, as nation-
al javelin coach.

Changing his coach for
the third time in a year must
have been tough but Chopra
picked up valuable lessons
from each one. He won the
2018 Asian Games gold in Ja-

ZHANG WENHONG

China’s voice of reason

Epidemiologist’s interventions win praise for their calm and candour

karta with a national record
(88.06m).

He missed the whole of
2019, including Asians and
Worlds, with an elbow inju-
ry that required surgery in
May 2019 and Dr. Dinshaw
Pardiwala removed bone
fragments from his elbow
joint and set him free.

The postponement of the
Olympics by a year proved
to be a blessing. As he hit
the recovery road, German
biomechanics expert Klaus
Bartonietz helped him.

“It is fun to have Barto-
nietz around, his session are
lively, he knows how to mo-
tivate me,” said the 23-year-
old about his new coach.
“He told me to enjoy the
Olympics, to give my best in
the first throw.”

While the favourite Jo-
hannes Vetter had compet-
ed in 10 meets this season,
Chopra did only three —
probably with the anxious
days before Rio in mind —
and looked fresh in Tokyo.

That helped and Chopra
made history on August 7
giving India its first-ever ath-
letics gold (with 87.58m) in
Olympics in what was prob-
ably the country’s greatest
triumph ever across sports.
And while the Indian was all
confidence, Vetter, who had
a series of 90-plus throws
this season, wilted under
pressure worrying whether
he had overdone things
prior to Tokyo, and finished
ninth. Everybody, from the
government, SAI and the
AFI, had played their part
well. The restless little boy,
whose eyes light up whenev-
er he sees a Ford Mustang,
who loves to go shopping,
has brought home a pre-
cious piece of gold we all
love to hold.

ANANTH KRISHNAN

¢China’s Dr. Fauci’ was how

the Hong Kong-based

South China Morning Post
described Zhang Wenhong,
the Chinese epidemiologist
who has become, for many
in his country, the face of
science during the
pandemic.

Both share similar traits,
as straight-talking experts
who explained, day in and
day out, the science of CO-
VID-19 to a worried public.

Yet the similarities largely
end there. Unlike Dr. Antho-
ny Fauci’s leading national
role, Dr. Zhang holds no
such formal national posi-
tion.

Also unlike Dr. Fauci,
who regularly took posi-
tions that were flatly in op-
position to the Donald
Trump administration, Dr.
Zhang has had to pull off a
far trickier tightrope walk --
in China, the national narra-
tive of COVID-19 continues
to be tightly managed by the
ruling Communist Party.

Delta variant

After the initial delayed res-
ponse in Wuhan, China was
able to emerge last summer
to some normalcy after
months of one of the world’s
most stringent lockdowns. A
strategy combining lock-
downs and an efficient test
and trace system, coupled
with continued bans on in-
ternational travel, allowed
China to escape a second
wave unlike most countries.
The country is, however,
currently dealing with its
biggest challenge since last
year with the Delta variant.
Millions are under lock-
down, the most since the
height of the pandemic.

The strategy has ap-
peared to work so far in
curbing a mass spread of the
Delta variant. It has also trig-
gered an intense debate in

China  whether what’s
known as its “zero COVID
strategy” - referring to an
approach that calls for strin-
gent measures until cases
are completely eliminated
in any local cluster - is sus-
tainable, while some of the
rest of the world begins to
open up.

The Communist Party
leadership has strongly
backed that strategy, even as
China surges ahead with
vaccinating hundreds of mil-
lions of its citizens. There
are political stakes too. Beij-
ing sees it as a vindication of
the China model and how it
curbed COVID-19 while the
rest of the world — in partic-
ular the U.S., China’s great
rival — reeled.

When Dr. Zhang waded
into that debate recently, he
discovered that tightrope
walk has perhaps now be-
come even trickier.

On July 28, Dr. Zhang
posted a long note to his
newly acquired 3.7 million
followers on Sina Weibo, the

ILLUSTRATION: SREEJITH R

Twitter-equivalent that
helped spread his populari-
ty. "What we've been
through is not the hardest
part,” he wrote. "The harder
thing requires the wisdom
to live with the virus for a
long time.”

That prompted a strong
backlash. Gao Qiang, a
former health minister,
posted a response shared by
People’s Daily, hitting out at
foreign governments for ad-
vocating “living with the vi-
rus” (in contrast, obviously,
to China) and saying it was
"surprising that some ex-
perts in our country have
advised the nation to come
up with strategies to coexist
with the virus.” If a calm and
measured approach won
him praise, it has now
brought controversy.

Rise to fame

Dr. Zhang, 52, was unheard
of to most of the Chinese pu-
blic before COVID-19. At
Huashan, a major Shanghai
hospital, he led the depart-
ment of infectious diseases,
a post through which he
helped shape the Shanghai
government’s widely
praised response, which

was seen as keeping cases
low but without some of the
more harsher measures
seen elsewhere in China,
which Dr. Zhang, on occa-
sion, criticised obliquely.

He advocated a disci-
plined but measured ap-
proach. “We hope to catch
the rats without breaking
the porcelain,” he wrote in
one January 24 message, the
South China Morning Post
reported, adding that “if we
pursue the goal of zero in-
fection, life would be too
hard”.

Not fearing the virus has
been a consistent theme.
"There is now a growing be-
lief that the epidemic will
not end in the short term,
and probably not in the long
term,” he said in the now in-
famous July 28 post. "Most
virologists in the world now
accept that this will be an
endemic virus and that the
world has to learn to live
with it.”

Dr. Zhang made a cau-
tious case for opening up,
referring to President Xi
Jinping’s signature diplo-
matic slogan of building “a
community of shared desti-
ny”, a marked contrast from
the current walling off of the
country. “The way China
chooses in the future must
be to ensure a community of
shared destiny with the
world,” he wrote, "to return
to normal life, and at the
same time to protect its citi-
zens from the fear of the
virus.”

The July 28 post divided
opinion. For some, it was ir-
responsible heresy that un-
dermined China’s approach.
For others, it reinforced his
status as a voice of reason.
Dr. Zhang, meanwhile,
hasn’t posted since.
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Where will climate change strike?

Who is responsible?
Why has a UN body
sounded a red alert and
what lies ahead?

G. ANANTHAKRISHNAN

The story so far: In one of the most
categorical statements from a
scientific body in the UN system, a
working group of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) said in a report
released on August 9 that human
activities were unequivocally the
principal driver of changes in the
atmosphere, ocean, cryosphere and
biosphere, in other words, of climate
change. Man-made emissions of
greenhouse gases (GHGs), led by
carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous
oxide since the industrial era, were
altering the climate system, raising
average surface temperature globally.
The contribution of Working Group I
to the IPCC Sixth Assessment Report
is one of the three such technical
reports, the other two being on
impacts, adaptation and vulnerability
(WG II) and mitigation (WG III)
expected later this year, ahead of a
synthesis report next year.

What is the key message
from Working Group I?

The WG I report asserts, leaving
nothing to doubt, that the
contribution of GHG emissions from
various activities is the scientific basis
for global warming and climate
change. These actions include the
burning of fossil fuels for energy and
transport, emissions from agriculture
and waste, and energy profiles of
buildings. Compared with the period
1850-1900, the increase in global
surface temperature for the decade
2011-2020 is estimated to be 1.09°C, an
indication of how much the world has
warmed. This must be viewed against
the consensus under the Paris
Agreement of the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) that the world should act to
limit warming compared to levels that
existed before the industrial
revolution to well below 2°C, and
preferably 1.5°C. The WG I report

Final warning: The report says the
contribution of greenhouse gas
emissions is the scientific basis
for global warming. =arp

devotes itself to assessing what
impacts would accrue to various
dimensions of the planet, such as
land, oceans, mountains, polar
regions, glaciers and water cycle,
under different emissions scenarios.
Even in the best case scenario, the
global surface temperature increase
averaged between 2081 and 2100
could be 1.0°C to 1.8°C, while in a high
emissions scenario, it could go to a
searing 3.3°C to 5.7°C. Since the
original pledges of the Paris
Agreement are insufficient to keep
warming to well below 2°C, deep and
early cuts to greenhouse gas emissions
are necessary.

What will be the effect of
continued global warming?

A warmer world is estimated to have a
big impact on extremes of
temperature and rainfall with
implications for human health,
ecosystem survival and sustainable
economic activity. The report says it is
“virtually certain that hot extremes
(including heatwaves) have become
more frequent and more intense
across most land regions” as
witnessed since the 1950s, while cold
extremes (including cold waves) “have
become less frequent and less
severe”. Scientific confidence is now
high that human-induced climate
change is the main driver of these
changes. There are other impacts too.

Climate change has contributed to
increases in agricultural and
ecological droughts in some regions
due to increased land
evapotranspiration, the report says.
Enhanced warming is expected to
amplify thawing of permafrost
(subsurface soil in the polar regions
that remains below freezing point
year-round), and loss of seasonal
snow cover, of land ice and of Arctic
sea ice. Under scenarios of rising CO2
emissions, two of the big carbon sinks
on the planet — the oceans and land —
may become less effective at slowing
the accumulation of CO2 in the
atmosphere. Continued warming
would influence the global water
cycle, further intensifying it, with
consequences for “its variability,
global monsoon precipitation and the
severity of wet and dry events”, the
WG I report adds.

What could be the
consequences for India?

India’s major concerns are centred
around the health of the annual
monsoon, the fate of Himalayan
glaciers, heating over land, floods,
droughts and overall impact on
people’s well-being, agriculture and
food production. Here, the report says
with medium confidence that
“heatwaves and humid heat stress will
be more intense and frequent during
the 21st century” and both annual and
summer monsoon rainfall will rise,
with a higher degree of variability
between years. Such a situation
creates a lot of uncertainty. It is
important to note that over South
Asia, among other regions, aerosol
emissions notably from human
activity had a cooling influence during
the 20th century, which in turn
counteracted increases in monsoon
rainfall produced by warming. That
aerosol effect could be overcome by
persistent warming, leading to future
high levels of rainfall. For the
snow-covered areas, the outlook is,
again, alarming. Snow volumes are
forecast to decrease in most regions of
the Hindu Kush Himalaya during the
21st century and the snowline
elevations to go up while glacier
volumes are likely to decline, with
greater mass loss in scenarios of
higher CO: emissions.

Why was Messi forced to leave Barca?

What are LalLiga’s financial fair play rules? How could PSG pick the star player?

N. SUDARSHAN

The story so far: On Tuesday, Paris
Saint-Germain (PSG) signed Lionel
Messi on a two-year contract, bringing
an end to a glittering 17-year-career for
the Argentine superstar at Barcelona
that saw him win 35 trophies,
including 10 league titles and four
UEFA Champions League crowns, and
the Ballon d'Or award for the world’s
best player six times. This came after
the Catalan club’s announcement on
August 5 that Messi could not stay on
because of “financial and structural
obstacles”.

What were these ‘obstacles’?

In 2013, LaLiga set up a department to
review the finances of each club and
establish a cost limit for each season,
which drew up financial fair play
rules. This squad limit is the amount
an outfit can spend on its players,
coaches, physios, reserve teams etc.
Factors considered to arrive at the
limit include expected revenues,
profits and losses from previous years,
existing debt repayments and sources
of external financing. Clubs have the
flexibility to decide how the money is
split between transfers and wages,
provided the overall limit is not
breached. According to football
website The Athletic, this limit was
€671 million for Barcelona in 2019-20.
But last year it fell to €347 million, and
reports suggest that for the upcoming
season it is less than €200 million.
Barcelona president Joan Laporta said
even with Messi agreeing to a 50%
salary cut, Barcelona’s wage bill would
be at 110% of the club revenues. The
LaLiga cap is 70%.

Could Messi have played for free?

Even with Messi’s entire salary off the
balance sheet, Laporta said wages
remained at 95%. To get it below 70%,
Barcelona had to sell players and
renegotiate contracts with
high-earners, both of which have
proved unsuccessful thus far. LaLiga
stipulations that allow only 25% of the
profits from sales to be used for fresh
player investments make the task of
reduction harder. Another sticking

point was that Messi’s contract had
run out at the end of last season and
he had to be registered as a fresh
player. LaLiga does not allow clubs to
add new players without adhering to
the fair play rules, the same clause
which held up registrations of star
signings like Sergio Aguero and
Memphis Depay.

How did Barcelona get into
this financial mess?

Following Neymar’s move to PSG in
2017 (for €222m), Barcelona, as a
face-saving gesture, made a series of
expensive buys. Ousmane Dembele
arrived for an initial fee of €105m,
Philippe Coutinho for €120m and
Antoine Griezmann for €120m, but
their performances have been
middling at best. According to The
Athletic, for the upcoming season,
Barcelona has to account for a
whopping €70m in wages just for the
trio. Messi’s previous contract was
worth €555.2m over four years, which
many say drove up salaries of the rest
of the squad. Revenue loss due to
COVID-19 has exacerbated this
situation, resulting in liabilities worth
a staggering €1.3 billion.

How does PSG have the money,
despite a string of acquisitions
including Neymar and Kylian
Mbappe?

PSG Messi: Paris Saint-Germain has
signed Lionel Messi on a two-year
contract, ending his glittering 17-year
career at Barcelona. =ap

For UEFA, it's a moment of
reckoning. Calls for a uniform
spending cap all across Europe
to acquire players, rather than
leaving it to individual leagues,
have grown louder

I

PSG’s latest big-name signings —
Gianluigi Donnarumma, Sergio
Ramos, Georginio Wijnaldum and
Messi — are all free transfers, and are
expected to earn around €55m per
annum in wages collectively. PSG is
also owned by Qatar Sports
Investments, a state-backed entity,
which is flush with funds. In 2017,
when European football’s governing
body UEFA opened an investigation
following the signings of Neymar and
Kylian Mbappe (€180m), the French
club persuaded authorities that money
was raised through “sponsorships”
from the likes of Qatar Tourism
Authority and Qatar National Bank,
also having varying levels of state
backing. In 2020, to mitigate the
effects of the pandemic, club owners
were permitted to pour additional
money. Where many teams struggled
to do this because of revenue loss, PSG
could spend as it was backed by a
sovereign fund. Also, UEFA’s financial
fair play rules, unlike the LaLiga’s,
look back at spending in past seasons.
So, a club outside Spain can add a
highly priced player and win the
biggest titles, and a breach of fair play
rules, if any, will invite sanctions only
years later. LaLiga seeks to avoid this
distortion of competition by applying
the rules in advance.

In Messi’s exit, what has
Barcelona lost?

In the last two seasons, the feeling that
Messi was single-handedly carrying
Barcelona was inescapable. The club
will lose that security. Barcelona is
also staring at a potential loss of brand
value, diminished match-day revenue
and merchandise sales. For UEFA, it’s
a moment of reckoning too. Calls for a
uniform spending cap all across
Europe, rather than leaving it to
individual leagues, have grown louder.

Using nanorobots in dental procedures

Spiral silica robots measuring 300 nanometres will travel through dentinal tubules, targeting bacteria

Brain’s neural connectivity
shapes musical-rhythm sense

SHUBASHREE DESIKAN

A significant percentage of
root canal treatments fail,
because the procedure
leaves out some bacteria that
are located deep within the
dentinal tubules. A group of
scientists including those
from Indian Institute of
Science (1ISc), Bengaluru,
has found a way to tackle
this using nanosized robots
that will travel through the
tubules and target the bacte-
ria. They have also founded
a company, Theranautilus,
which will eventually market
this technology.

Effectively harmless

Measuring no more than
300 nanometres, these spi-
ral silica nanobots with a bit
of iron embedded in them
are suspended in water or
water-like  biocompatible
medium. “There are about a
billion nanorobots in 0.5 ml
water. This concentration is
almost a trillion times lower
than the amount of silica
found in a pint of beer and is
effectively harmless for the
human body,” explains De-
bayan Dasgupta, a research

Shape dynamics: The material embedded in the nanorobot

has a magnetic moment that follows the applied magnetic
field and causes the nanorobot to move . =besavAN DASGUPTA

c There are about a

billion nanorobots
in 0.5 ml water. This
concentration is almost a
trillion times lower than
the amount of silica found
in a pint of beer...

DEBAYAN DASGUPTA
CENSE, 11SC

associate at IISc and co-foun-
der of the company. “We in-
ject (or rather, place them
gently) in the central canal of
the tooth. Then a rotating
magnetic field is applied us-

ing a triaxial Helmholtz coil.
The magnetic material em-
bedded in the nanorobot has
a magnetic moment that fol-
lows the applied magnetic
field. This causes the nano-
robot to move - like screws
move into a wall.”

To the minute nanoro-
bots, the dentinal tubules
look like large channels. If
the nanorobot is 300 nano-
metres in size, the tubules
have diameters of about a
few microns width and are
1,500 to 2,000 microns in
length.

Once the bacterial colony
is reached, the nanorobot
can deploy various antibac-
terial strategies one of which
is localised heating. “This is
very effective because the
bacteria we are targeting are
Enterococcus faecalis, ex-
tremely hardy bacteria that
are resistant to most com-
mercially available antibiot-
ics,” says Dr Dasgupta.

Precise control

The idea is that these nano-
robots can be precisely con-
trolled  spatio-temporally.
“Swarms of nanorobots can
be used to target different
diseased sites inside teeth to
neutralise the harmful bio-
films following which they
can be retrieved back to the
physician,” says Shanmukh
Srinivas Peddi, a dental sur-
geon and co-founder of the
company.

Studying active matter

The thought of making spiral
nanorobots that can be ma-
nipulated using magnetic
fields originated from a ques-
tion of separating left-hand-
ed and right-handed mole-
cules wusing microwave

fields, nearly 12 years ago.
“We realised it may be possi-
ble to do the same with col-
loids and magnetic fields,
and subsequently developed
a method of making very
small magnetised spirals in
large quantities,” says Prof
Ambarish Ghosh, from IISc,
also a co-founder of the com-
pany. “Since then these spi-
rals were shown to be great
agents to study physics of ac-
tive matter, useful for bio-
physical measurements and
microfluidic manipulations,
and perhaps the holy grail, is
to be able to put it in human
body as biomedical
nanorobots.”

The Government of India
every year confers through
the Technology Develop-
ment Board, national awards
for technology development
and successful commerciali-
sation of indigenous technol-
ogy. For this year, Theranau-
tilus has won this award in
the Start-up/Deep- Tech in-
dustry category. Currently
the technology is being ta-
ken through the regulatory
tests for drug compliance
which will be followed by
animal trials.

Cave lion cub found in Siberian permafrost is 28,000 years old

Climate change, warming of the Arctic has led to several similar finds in Russia’s vast Siberian region

REUTERS

Scientists have said that an
astonishingly well-preserved
cave lion cub found in Sibe-
ria's permafrost lived 28,000
years ago and may even still
have traces of its mother's
milk in it.

Female cub

The female cub, named
Sparta, was found at the Se-
myuelyakh River in Russia's
Yakutia region in 2018 and a

c Maybe, we hope,
some disintegrated
parts of the mother’s milk
[remain intact]. Because if
we have that, we can
understand what its
mother's diet was.

VALERY PLOTNIKOV

second lion cub called Boris
was found the year before,
according to a study pu-
blished in Quaternary.

The cubs were found 15

metres apart but are not on-
ly from different litters but
were also born thousands of
years apart. Boris, a male
cub, lived around 43,448
years ago, the study said.

Other finds

The two cubs aged 1-2
months were found by mam-
moth tusk collectors. Two
other lion cubs named Uyan
and Dina have also been
found in the region in recent
years.

Cave lions have been ex-
tinct for thousands of years.

Valery Plotnikov, one of
the study’s authors, told
Reuters in the regional capi-
tal Yakutsk that Sparta was
so well-preserved that it still
had its fur, internal organs
and skeleton.

“The find itself is unique;
there was no any other such
find in Yakutia,” he said.

“Maybe, we hope, some
disintegrated parts of the
mother’s milk [remain in-

tact]. Because if we have
that, we can understand
what its mother's diet was,”
he said.

Faster warming

Similar finds in Russia's vast
Siberian region have hap-
pened with increasing regu-
larity. Climate change is
warming the Arctic at a fas-
ter pace than the rest of the
world and has thawed the
ground in some areas long
locked in permafrost.

Non-musicians could process rhythm as well as trained
musicians, the study found

JACOB KOSHY

A sense of rhythm, integral
to musicianship, may be as
highly developed even in
those with minimal or no
training in music and may in
large part be due to dense
neural connections in specif-
ic regions of the brain, says a
study by scientists at the Na-
tional Brain Research Centre
(NBRC), Manesar, and Sym-
biosis International, Pune.

How much of musical abil-
ity is inherent, the extent to
which it is influenced by
training and the regions of
the brain that are most activ-
ated while perceiving musi-
cal elements such as rhythm
and pitch are vibrant areas
of research. Studies have
shown, for instance, that at
least 15 months of musical
training in early childhood
led to long-term changes in
the brain’s structure that di-
verged from typical brain
development.

Other studies have shown
that the brain’s neuroanato-
my plays a significant role,
and yet others have even
linked certain genes. For in-
stance the gene (GATA2) that
regulates the development
of cochlear hair cells and the
structures that mediate
sound perception in the aud-
itory pathway have been as-
sociated with individual dif-
ferences in music processing
and perception.

Key question

For Nandini Chatterjee
Singh, a neuroscientist who
leads the Language Literacy
and Music Laboratory lab at
NBRC, the question was
whether the connectivity in
the brain and certain brain
structures were either mini-
mal or absent in non-musi-
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Creative connection: Rather than connections within the
hemispheres of the brain it was the strength of connections
between the hemispheres that significantly influenced
rhythmic processing abilities. =istockpHoTo

cians and whether progres-
sively  higher = musical
training influenced the den-
sity or degree of connectivi-
ty among certain brain
regions.

Profiling musical skills

To test this, she and collabo-
rators Archith Rajan, Apurva
Shah and Madhura Ingalhali-
kar recruited 27 university
graduates — 13 female — with
varying degrees of musical
training ranging from non-
musicians to professionals
and assessed them on a test
called Profile of Music Per-
ception skills. This standar-
dised computer-based test,
since 2012, has been used in
used in research to test the
listener's abilities at discern-
ing changes in rhythm,
pitch, accent and melody.
Their scores were evaluated
along with brain imaging da-
ta from all of the
participants.

“What we found was that
non musicians performed as
well as trained musicians on
rhythm processing tasks be-
cause of the way the brain is
connected. So there are hid-
den — or sleeping musicians
— among us,” Singh told The
Hindu, “But this was only

specific to rhythm and we
didn't find any strong pat-
terns in the perception of
pitch.”

Rather than connections
within the right and left he-
mispheres of the brain it was
the strength of connections
between the two hemis-
pheres of the brain that sig-
nificantly influenced rhyth-
mic processing abilities. The
density of connection in the
right posterior cingulate cor-
tex, a region that acted as
hub of connectivity between
the two halves of the brain
was strongly linked to parti-
cipants’ overall scores. The
study has been accepted for
publication in the peer-re-
viewed European Journal of
Neuroscience.

Significance of rhythm
That the perception of
rhythm was so strongly
stamped in the brain under-
lined its significance to lan-
guage processing as well
opened lines of enquiry into
several areas of research in-
cluding into autism, musical
aptitude as well the use of
music therapy for a variety
of physiotherapy and reha-
bilitation exercises, Singh
added.
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ONGC net soars over eighttold as
crude price offsets output drop

State-owned energy explorer posts QI profit of 34,335 cr.; oil production slips 5%

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI
State-owned Oil and Natural
Gas Corp. (ONGC) reported
net profit soared by almost
800% in the first quarter of
the current fiscal year after
more than a doubling of oil
prices compensated for a de-
cline in crude production.

Net profit in April-June at
34,335 crore was 772.2%
higher than the 3497 crore in
the first quarter of the pre-
vious fiscal when demand as
well as price had plummeted
due to the COVID-19-related
lockdown, the company said
in a statement.

The company got $65.59
for every barrel of crude oil
it produced and sold in the

Richer by the barrel: ONGC got $65.59 for every barrel of oil it
produced and sold vs $28.87 a year earlier. =reuTers

first quarter of the 2021-22
fiscal as compared with
$28.87 per barrel realisation
in April-June 2020.

Gas price was lower by a
quarter at $1.79 per million

NTPC seeks global Eol
for hydrogen-natgas pilot

PSU plans blending for city gas project

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

State-run NTPC Ltd. has in-
vited a global ‘expression of
interest’ to set up a pilot
project on hydrogen blend-
ing with natural gas in city
gas distribution.

The expression of inter-
est (Eol) follows the recent
tenders floated by NTPC
REL for green hydrogen
fuelling station at Leh and
NTPC Vidyut Vyapar Nigam
Ltd. (NVVN) for procure-
ment of Fuel Cell Buses.

A dedicated 1.25 MW so-
lar plant is also being set up
at Leh by NTPC REL to pow-
er the hydrogen fuelling
station.

This pilot will be the first

=
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of its kind in India and
would explore the viability
of decarbonising India’s nat-
ural gas grid.

NTPC, with its ambition
of playing a key role in In-
dia’s transition to hydrogen
economy, would later take
this up at a commercial
scale across India.

British thermal unit.

The company produced
almost 5% less crude oil at
5.4 million tonnes in the
quarter while natural gas
output was 4.3% lower at 5.3

M&M unveils
XUV700 at
11.99 lakh

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI
Mahindra & Mahindra has
unveiled XUV700, its latest
SUV, priced from 11.99
lakh. Bookings will open
before the festive season.
The SUV will come in
manual and automatic op-
tions and in five and seven-
seater capacities. It will al-
so be available in an op-
tional All-Wheel-Drive.
“The XUV700 marks the
beginning of a whole new
Mahindra and a new era
for the SUV segment in In-
dia,” said Rajesh Jejurikar,
ED, Auto & Farm Sectors.
“We have raised the bar
on best-in-class features,
technology and design,”
Mr. Jejurikar added.

billion cubic metres.

0il, gas output slide
Of the oil production, ONGC
produced 4.6 million tonnes
from fields it operates and
another 0.55 million tonnes
from those in joint ventures
with other partners. Own
production was down 4.2%
and joint venture output de-
clined 2.8%.

ONGC’s own gas produc-
tion slid 5.3% at 5.1 billion
cubic metres while that of

joint venture fields rose by a

third to 0.2 billion cubic
metres. Overall the gas out-
put declined 4.3% to 5.3 bil-
lion cubic metres.

Gross revenue rose 77% to
323,022 crore.

approximately $3 trillion in July 2021. Vinita Bali strategy advisor Page 18

Petronet net
rises 22% on
higher volumes

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Petronet LNG Ltd. on Sa-
turday reported a 22% rise
in June-quarter net profit
as it handled more gas vol-
umes compared with the
year-earlier period when a
nationwide lockdown had
shrunk fuel demand.

Net profit in April-June
came at 3636 crore as com-
pared with 520 crore
earned a year earlier, CEO
A.K. Singh said. The profit
was, however, lower than
%643 crore profit earned in
January-March quarter due
to the impact of COVID se-
cond wave, he said. Petro-
net saw import volumes
picking up in Q1 of the cur-
rent fiscal as compared
with the year-earlier pe-
riod, but it was lower than
the preceding quarter.

‘Pace of apparel exports

- to key markets healthy’
Jan.-May US. shipments rise by 22%’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Apparel exports to major
markets such as the U.S., Eu-
rope, U.K., Saudi Arabia, Ca-
nada, Japan, and Australia
were recording healthy
growth and the sector
would contribute signifi-
cantly in achieving India’s
$400 billion exports target
for the current fiscal year,
AEPC said on Saturday.
Apparel Export Promo-
tion Council (AEPC) Chair-
man A. Sakthivel said appa-
rel exports were picking up
in every western market.
“Exports to the U.S. in-
creased by 22% during Janu-
ary-May 2021 as compared
with the same period of pre-

C) India’s exports face
29.6% duty
disadvantage for
exports to EU
vis-a-vis exports
from other nations

vious year,” he said at the
council’s 42nd Annual Gen-
eral Meeting.

“India’s exports face a du-
ty disadvantage of 9.6% for
exports to EU vis-a-vis ex-
ports from other countries
like Bangladesh, Cambodia,
Turkey, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka,” Mr. Sakthivel said.

“In the U.K., Bangladesh
continues to enjoy preferen-
tial trade benefits after the
U.K’s departure from the
EU,” he added.

In the 74 years since Independence, India has become the sixth-largest economy as
measured by GDP; it has 5,000 stocks listed on the BSE and a stock market valued at
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INTERVIEW | ANISH SHAH

‘We want to reignite business

M&M bets big on farm equipment, auto and TechM

LALATENDU MISHRA

Mahindra Group, led by its
flagship Mahindra & Mahin-
dra Ltd. (M&M), aims to un-
lock value through strong
emphasis on financial disci-
pline, a path its new leader-
ship has chosen. MD & CEO
Anish Shah, who took over
the reins recently, elabo-
rates in a video call on the
strategy to achieve sustaina-
ble profit growth. Excerpts:

Where are you driving
Mahindra to?

m In one sentence, it is to
reignite value creation. And
I said reignite because you
would have seen many years
of very high value creation
for shareholders. And we of-
ten look back to the 2002 to
2018 period, where M&M
was the best performing
stock in the Nifty for 17
years. And we lost that so-
mewhere along the way.

We want to go back to the
fiscal discipline and really
re-energising, reigniting the
business to create value for
shareholders.

What is the roadmap for
sustainable profit growth?

m First, to take care of all the
loss-making entities, either
shut them down or turna-
round or sell. That has been
done.

Second, to establish and
maintain a strong fiscal dis-
cipline. That has been done
as well.

Third is to drive growth,
which is underway.

Which all businesses have
been shut down?

m SsangYong [Motor Com-
pany of South Korea] is not
shut down but we’re not
putting in more money. The
second is GenZe which was
the U.S. bikes business. The

third is Mahindra First
Choice Services. The MANA
business in the U.S. has been
restructured.

More recently, Hisarlar’s
metal fabrication business
in Turkey and our dairy bu-
siness in Saboro have been
sold.

What is the experience and
learning from SsangYong?

m We had certain technolo-
gies at SsangYong that we
benefited from. The per-
spective of running a global
company helped us.

The downsides were the
financial performance be-
cause it was a significant
drag on capital and it really
was never  profitable
through that time frame ex-
cept for one quarter.

What is the future of
SsangYong?

m It will be an independent
company. It is going through
a court process [bankrupt-
cy] right now and it is man-
aged by the court. There are
multiple bidders who have
come in and one of them
will win the bid and take the
company forward.

In the EV business you had
the first mover advantage
since the acquisition of Reva.
Suddenly the Tatas entered
from nowhere and now they
have 70% market share in
the EV segment. So what

went wrong and what is your
strategy?

m For EV, there are three key
drivers. First is cost parity,
second is range anxiety and
third is charging infrastruc-
ture. For EV to be success-
ful, all three are required.
Today, for 2-wheelers and 3-
wheelers that exists.

That is not the case for 4-
wheelers as yet. It will take
some time, but we are look-
ing at creating products that
will be very strong in that
space and coming out at the
right time. So, it is not a
game that we have given up
leadership.

Leveraging the Automobi-
li Pininfarina brand, we are
launching the Battista soon.
It is a very high-end EV. The
technologies from there will
help us build better models
in India.

Now with every OEM having
a portfolio of SUVs, how is
Mahindra going to retain its
domain in the market?

m As an Indian company, we
have been able to deliver
best and compete very well
with all the global players.
Now, we have 26 products
lined up over the next five to
six years. Nine of them are
SUVs. We are at the drawing
board [stage] right now.

What is the strategy for the
Mahindra group ?

m The trend will continue to
be Farm Equipment and Au-
to, Tech Mahindra and Ma-
hindra Finance.

In M&M, some slightly
smaller companies are do-
ing extremely well. T will
leave out the three listed en-
tities, but we have Accelo
which is into the business of
auto recycling. It is very
well-poised for growth and
is likely to be one of the first
that comes up to an IPO.

A BOOK THAT DOES
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ALL THE TALKING.

Table Talk is a collection of conversations
with leaders like N Chandrasekaran,

Shiv Nadar, Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw and
many more. So, if you're looking for some
thought leadership or just an interesting
read, this one’s for you.
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OFFICE OF ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER

READ

EVERY
FORTNIGHT.

TO SUBSCRIBE, VISIT

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

(CONSTRUCTION ORGANISATION)
E-TENDER NOTICE No.
SG-CNMTP-21-1-OML-STG-II
Dated: 13.08.2021

Provision of Signalling arrangements for
stage Il, Il & IV at Omalur Junction of
Salem Division in connection with Salem
- Omalur Doubling; Approximate Cash
value: X 148.58 lakhs; EMD: Nil - Bid
Security Declaration to be submitted;
Period of Completion: 6 months; Date
and time of Tender Closing: 06.09.2021
at 14.00 hrs.; For further details refer

Website address: www.ireps.gov.in
Executive Signal and Telecom
Engineer, Construction and
Metropolitan Transport Project,
Chennai - 600 031.

[ ]
Follow us on : W] twitter com!/GMSRailway

| #H: 1116-1126

Faferar g W 05/2021-22 WA @, 2
T F TEE e & #R § uiE w9 W e |l & e,

feiE: 11.8.2021

@ PHED, JAIPUR REGION-I, JAIPUR
jyoti nagar, sahakarMarg, Jaipur-302005
Phone: 0141-2740170(o) ace1.jpr.phd@rajasthan.gov.in

No.: F/ACE/PHED/Ar.Neemkathana/2021-22/6710-30 Date: 5/8/2021

(e-NIT No.83-84/2021-22)

On behalf of the Governor of Rajasthan online tenders are hereby invited from
eligible bidders for the works of various “RWSS of Block Khandela & Srimadhopur
under JJM PHED Division Neemkathana, Distt. Sikar costing Rs.586.25 Lacs - NIT
No. 83/2021-22, and for the work of “RWSS Bhadwari under JJM PHED Division
Neemkathana, Distt. Sikar costing Rs. 300.24 Lacs - NIT No 84/2021-22" as per
criteria mentioned in the detailed NIT/tender documents available on websites:
https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in & http://spp.rajasthan.gov.in. Tenders are to be
submitted online in electonic format on website https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in as per
prescribed schedule.

NIT No. NIB No. UBN No.
83/2021-22 PHE2122A2631 PHE2122WLOB05864
84/2021-22 PHE2122A2629 PHE2122WLOB05861

SAVE WATER-SAVE LIFE

(Arun Srivastava)
Addl. Chief Engineer

DIPR/C/7876 PHED, Jaipur Region-l, Jaipur

Office of The Additional Chief Engineer,
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@ PHED, Region-Kota
Notice Inviting Bids

Bids for various works under JUM are invited from interested bidders upto 31-08-
2020, 18:00 Hours. Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the http://www.

Fal
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BusinesslLine

‘ Ffae & Tefam wnm fEEm dwoz “www.dipr.rajasthan.gov.

| in" http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in 1 hitp://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in W &1 W
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“SAVE WATER - SAVE LIFE”

W e ——— At eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, and http://rajwater.gov.in
i by L - = A, o 7w in departmental website detail are following :-
| Fiferen = el ;| w2 o Wz dmon % 3imi 2 fre o .
‘ g W s et 0/0 # 11/0 Fdmo Estimated | Date&time
. for online
| Fafar ﬁaﬁm Rs. 531.00 ™ NIT No. Name of work Co(s:tn(:es). in | < bmission of
| P frfdt ¢ | Bid securing declaration form attached in RFP. Work Tor Retrofiing or Giust tender
HARDBOUND " - — ork for Retrofitting of Cluster
EDITION | 17 FH A wnd e | 11.08.2021 7 31.08.2021 A 6,00 TH 7 Distribution system of Chambal-
| = i 38/21-22 Bundi Water Supply Project to 18.24
| &t s Fifm wnl w2 |11.08.2021 % 31.08.2021 W 6.00 T 7 provide FHTC including_ 10-year
| F ) A O&M under JJM Distt. Bundi. 11-08-2021 at
R . =1 UBN No. PHE2122WLOB05948 10:00 Hrs upto
z i 7 Hea a9 7| |l d@ey W Rl 01.09.2021 W 03.00 =9 Work for Retrofitting Of 15 Single 31-08-2021 ‘(’u
H | T e e Villages of Distt Baran for FHTC t0 18:00 Hrs)p
3 j - - from 02 Major WS Projects :
i | s sifm i faca 24.08.2021 Wk: 11.00 ¥ Fem e u=A 39/21-22 [(Atru  Shergarh & Nagda Anta 4.18
B sfrim =4 L dum 3 Baldevpura) Under JJM, District
A SPECIAL PUBLICATION FROM g | fiferey dreen arafy frmm Baran.
-Ef =0 UBN No. PHE2122WS0B05949

(Mohan Lal Saini)
Additional Chief Engineer

DIPR/C/8004 PHED, Region, Kota

; , ; - (HRTEHTaT)
For bulk booking, e-mail: bookstore@thehindu.co.in a1t T siferrr
For any enquiries call: 1800 102 1878 DIPRICI8049/2021 wmfafe gam, 2w OFFICE OF ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER

&

PHED, JAIPUR REGION-I, JAIPUR
jyoti nagar, sahakarMarg, Jaipur-302005

Po[O NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR EMPOWERMENT OF PERSONS WITH Phone: 0141-2740170(o) ace1.jpr.phd@rajasthan.gov.in.com
MULTIPLE DISABILITIES (DIVYANGJAN) (NIEPMD) Lo
Mk (Dept.of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities(Divyangjan), gt 4 8 No.: F ()/ACE/PHED/Ar.Dausa/NIT 80/2021-22/6590-6611 Date: 4/8/2021

Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, Govt.of India) East Coast Road, Muttukadu,

Kovalam (P.0), Chennai - 603 112. Tamil Nadu — India. Phone: 044 — 27472423, 27472048, Toll Free No: 18004250345
Mobile: 9444314716 Kiran Mental Health Rehabilitation Helpline: 1800-599-0019
www.niepmd.tn.nic.in E-mail: niepmdadmission2021@gmail.com
ADMISSION NOTICE - 2021-22
NIEPMD invites applications for admission to_the following courses for the Academic year 2021-22.

THE TAMILNADU INDUSTRIAL INVESTMENT CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Government of Tamil Nadu Undertaking)
No.692, ANNA SALAI, NANDANAM, CHENNAI 600 035. Ph: 044-24331203 and 044-24306100

(e-NIT No.80/2021-22)

Online tenders are, hereby invited on behalf of the Governor of Rajasthan for the
following works from the bidder meeting eligibility as per criteria mentioned in

The Growth Catalyst

RECRUITMENT NOTIFICATION - S oAt the detailed tender document which can be seen and downloaded from website
Notification No.1/TIIC/2021 Date : 15.08.2021 N Coursfi?\u(;saer:(;?\l:i:gh(o;rimary) o Last Date o of Applic rttps:/t/eproc.Lajilst:tatng/c/:v.m. Terfdetrt;s are th be subm:te: IonllAne IE Ielectronlc
H N H B H ormat on webpsite ps://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in as per schedule given below:-
App_llcatlons are invited only throqgh online mode from 15.0,8.2021 _to 14.09.2_021 from Certificate Course in Care Giving (Advanced) (6 Monhs) 15.09.2021 TR i e : Mt
eligible c_andldates for_ the following posts u_nder _ G_roup B’ for direct recrwtrpent in Certificate Course in Care Giving (10 Months) 0. [Name of Worl Cz ;rtn& esz MZT;};(RS) sizmi:Sieo r?r fol:ipean?ng
The Tamlllnadu Industrial Ir)vestment Corporathn Llrrjltefi a GO\{ernment of Tamil Nadu D.Ed.Special Education in (Autism Spectrum Disorder/Cerebral Admission through RCI, New Delhi refer inCr) " |of tender
Undertaking, one of the premier State Level Financial Institutions in India : Palsy / Deafblindness/Multiple Disabilities (2 Years) www.rehabcouncilnic.in 807 Work of Conversion 19.59 Bidders has 25.08.2021 126.08.2021
: Bachelors of Physiotherapy (BPT) (4 % years) Admission through CET 2021 or State 2021-22|of various RWSS to submit  [(upto 18:00 |at 15:00
Sl. No. Name of Fhe post No. of vacancies Scale of Pay and Pay Level Bachelors of Occupational therapy (BOT) (4 7 years) Selection Committee, DME, Govt.of Tamil Nadu to provide FHTC Declaration [Hrs.) Hrs
1. Manager (Finance) 4 Rs.56,900 - 1,80,500 Bachelors in Prosthetics and orthotics (BPO) (4 % Years) Admission through CET 2021 B‘:'f:g;nﬁaﬁli;'izrﬂ STUSZOS‘E}/ -
2. Man.ager(l._egal) . 2 (Pay Level 23) E:::hhoell(;)rs Egﬁ;ﬂg}l;gy:c::speech Language 15.00.2021 od of various SVS& surcharge
3, Senior Officer (Technical) 8 R$.56.100 - .77 500 s sgy s ( - |) R MVS under JJM in stamp paper
. N X S.00, -1,77, .Ed. Special Education in Multiple Disabilities /Autism the jurisdiction of as per F.D.
g' :en!or gg!cer EE'nanl;:e) 297 (Pay Level 22) Spectrum Disorder/Deafblindness (2 Years) 15.00.2021 PHED Sub Division Circular Dt
. enlor Icer (Lega M.Ed. Special Education in o Lalsot Dist. Dausa 23.12.2020
Rules of Reservation are applicable to this Recruitment and the distribution of vacancies will be ﬁ:‘;‘;r.“ ISpeC'f”";D'Is"Irde" Multiple [;‘s;’b'““es (2 Years)
announced later. For further details regarding general information, educational qualification, MPhi'I" ‘::nl‘i:i:‘al ;;;’c::;‘;“x?z(me,:;) ::gg:gg NIT No. NIB No. UBN No.
experience required, application fee, other eligibility criteria, syllabus, examination centre, 7 Awaiting for Extension of approval from RG] 80/2021-22 PHE2122A2594 PHE2122WLOB05786

submission of the online application and for other details, visit website www.tiic.org

The date, time and venue of online examination will be intimated through Hall ticket.
DIPR/695/Display/2021 CHAIRMAN AND MANAGING DIRECTOR

+ For details of application process: Application form, eligibility, norms, guidelines and curriculum refer to the
prospectus in www.niepmd.tn.nic.in
+ Application form and prospectus can be downloaded from website www.niepmd.tn.nic.in from 17.08.2021
+ SC/ST/PH Scholarships as per TN Govt./State Govt./National Scholarship Portal schemes are applicable
Director, NIEPMD

Thisqu‘df was originally uploade)o Brills ExpressOfficial (https://t.me/The_Hindu_Express) before anyone else. Don't forget to join backup L)nnel @ThehinduOOO mno-noe

(Arun Srivastava)
AddI. Chief Engineer
PHED, Jaipur Region-l, Jaipur

DIPR/C/7834
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An evolving journey defined by hope and optimism

The fears and apprehensions of doomsday prophets at the time of Partition have by and large been dispelled, but the political system needs cleansing

vVl

M. VENKAIAH NAIDU

ndia, poised to enter the landmark

75th year of its Independence,

stands on the cusp of a transforma-

tive era. It is a historic point in time
for all of us to celebrate our achieve-
ments, look back at the years gone by
with some measure of satisfaction, and
chart out a realistic road map to build a
more inclusive, powerful and prosper-
ous India. With its increasing clout on
the world stage, India is set to emerge as
a leading global power in the years to
come.

We are indeed fortunate to have inhe-
rited a Constitution imbued with the vi-
sionary foresight and robust pragma-
tism of our national icons and freedom
fighters. The phrase, “We the people”,
in the Preamble encapsulates the essen-
tial foundation of our developmental ar-
chitecture. People are at the centre of all
thoughts and actions required for na-
tional development. They are the crea-
tors of their destiny.

In the course of this eventful journey
of 75 years, we have, without doubt, dis-
pelled the fears and apprehensions of
doomsday prophets at the time of Parti-
tion that it is impossible to keep India
united because of its enormous diversi-
ty. In contrast, we have
grown from strength to
strength as a vibrant and
thriving  parliamentary
democracy.

The framers of our Con-
stitution had unflinching

YEAR OF INDEPENDENCE
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on the current state of affairs. Parlia-
mentary gridlocks can only be resolved
through dialogue.

It is a matter of great pride for us that
the image and stature of our nation are
on the rise in a range of sectors —from
economic, academic, geopolitics, de-
fence, sports, science, to IT and space
technology, among others.

Agriculture, often referred to as the
soul of India, is another area of focus
where we have made considerable pro-
gress. There is a pressing need for im-
proved agricultural practices and mo-
dernisation of technology to boost
productivity and efficiency. It is equally
critical to identify and address systemic
problems which are holding Indian
farmers back from realising their full
potential. Strengthening infrastructure
including creating storage networks and
cold chains, access to formal and timely
agricultural credit to farmers, value ad-
dition through food processing and
driving other much-needed reforms will
transform the farming sector.

India, which has emerged as a hub
for the launch of Indian and foreign sa-
tellites, is a leader in the fields of space
technology, as also strategic and de-
fence technology with exemplary capa-
bilities.

Powered by reforms and the “Make in
India” drive, the economy is on the rise
and India is being transformed into a
major hub of hi-tech manufacturing
with the presence of world leaders in
this area. At the same time, it is perti-
nent to point out that India registered
its highest ever foreign direct invest-

ment inflow of $81.72 billion
during the financial year

flection of the priority the
Government is according to
manufacturing, design and
innovation with an empha-
sis on ‘Vocal for Local’.

5”‘ 2020-21, which alone is a re-

faith in the democratic
principles, where people’s
voices are heard and acted upon, where
debate and deliberation lead to a well-
considered public policy, and where pe-
ople are empowered to lead the process
of transforming our nation.

Barring the dark episode of the Emer-
gency, when fundamental rights of the
people were trampled upon, we can be

~ justifiably proud of our democratic ac-

complishments and credentials. It is im-
perative, however, to cleanse our politi-
cal system of various ills that are
vitiating the electoral process and im-
peding the development of the country.

As the largest democracy in the
world, India should be a shining exam-
ple to others on many issues, including
the effective functioning of our Parlia-
ment. But what we have witnessed in
the monsoon session is a sad reflection

It is a matter of gratifica-
tion for us that India is the fifth largest
manufacturer in the world. In this con-
text, the Government of India’s multi-
pronged initiatives such as Make in In-
dia, Start Up India and Micro Units De-
velopment and Refinance Agency Ltd
(MUDRA) deserve special mention. The
Government of India’s nimble econom-
ic policies have, in great measure, cush-
ioned the adverse impact of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

New challenges

The pandemic has put even advanced
health-care systems of the wealthiest
nations to severe test. It has disrupted
lives and livelihoods, businesses and
economies all over the world. India was
no exception, but displaying rare grit,
our frontline workers, including doc-

tors, nurses, para-medical staff, Accre-
dited Social Health Activist (ASHA)
workers, police and media personnel
have been waging a difficult war on the
pandemic tenaciously.

Similarly, in the true spirit of Atma-
nirbhar Bharat, industry rose to the oc-
casion to make life-saving vaccines, per-
sonal protective equipment (PPE) kits,
face-masks, sanitisers and ventilators
along with a whole range of essential
products, in a frenzied race against
time. Resilience, resolve, research and
reinvention aptly define Team India’s
response to the unprecedented health
crisis. However, there can be little doubt
that the pandemic has sharply high-
lighted the need for strengthening In-
dia’s health-care system. Ensuring un-
iversal health coverage and bridging the
urban-rural divide in health infrastruc-
ture need to be a sustained effort to be
taken up without any further delay.

While the path-breaking Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana had provid-
ed the much-needed connectivity in ru-
ral areas, the need of the hour is to in-
centivise employment-generation

initiatives for accelerating the growth of
rural economy.

Women’s empowerment and gender
equality as well as the welfare of chil-
dren need to be prioritised. I am happy
that there has been a renewed focus on
maternal and child welfare including
nutritional needs and overall well be-
ing.

I am glad that the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 has been designed to
meet the needs of a resurgent and aspi-
rational India. Ours is one of the youn-
gest nations in the world with over 62%
of its population in the working age seg-
ment of 15-59. In this context, NEP pro-
vides a blueprint for quality school edu-
cation which, when rolled out to its full
scope and extent, has the potential to
transform the academic landscape of
the country. It is essential for planners
of educational policy to build a know-
ledge ecosystem which would drive In-
dia’s growth. The link between research
and industry is another thrust area
which needs to be actively fostered.

I always emphasise the importance of
using the mother tongue at all levels of

A struggle between two ideas of India

A narrow conception of Indianness, intolerant, suspicious and revengeful, competes with the other Indianness, broader, capacious, and inclusive

SHASHI THAROOR

t midnight on August 15, 1947, In-
Adependent India was born as its

first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal
Nehru, proclaimed ‘a tryst with desti-
ny...a moment...which comes but rarely
in history, when we step out from the
old to the new, when an age ends, and
when the soul of a nation, long sup-
pressed, finds utterance.’” With those
words he launched India on a remarka-
ble journey — creating a national identi-
ty out of a country that many said could
not be a nation at all.

‘India,” Winston Churchill once snar-
led, ‘is merely a geographical expres-
sion. It is no more a single country than
the Equator. Although Churchill was
usually wrong about India, it is true that
no other country in the world embraces
the extraordinary mixture of ethnic
groups, profusion of mutually incom-
prehensible languages, varieties of to-
pography and climate, diversity of reli-
gions and cultural practices, and range
of levels of economic development that
India does.

And yet India, as I have repeatedly ar-
gued, is more than the sum of its con-
tradictions. Those contradictions were
repeatedly stressed by British rulers in
self-justification for their rule. Thus
Benjamin Disraeli argued that India was
not a nation: it lacked a common lan-
guage, a common religion, a shared tra-
dition, a historical experience, a cohe-
sive majority, and a defined territory, all
of which he regarded as the essential in-
gredients of a nation. But Indian nation-
alists had an effective riposte. India is a

country held together, in the words of
Nehru, ‘by strong but invisible thread-
s...amyth and an idea, a dream and a vi-
sion, and yet very real and present and
pervasive.

Whichever way one thinks about it,
the challenge of defining India is im-
mense. It is a land of snow peaks and
tropical jungles, with 22 major languag-
es listed in the Constitution and over
20,000 distinct ‘dialects’ (including
some spoken by more people than
speak Swedish, Maori, or Estonian), in-
habited at the start of the third decade
of the 21st century by 1.38 billion indivi-
duals of almost every ethnic extraction
known to humanity. It has given birth to
four major religions and offers a home
to many more; it preaches doctrines of
spirituality and wisdom, anchored in
universalism and inclusivity, while still
being afflicted by a caste system that vi-
sits grave disabilities upon millions of its
people. It has two major classical musi-
cal traditions (Carnatic and Hindustani)
to go with innumerable folk disciplines;
multiple classical dance forms (Kathaka-
li, Kuchipudi, Bharatanatyam, Kathak,
Manipuri, Odissi and so on) that create a
rich jambalaya of diverse cultures trans-
mitted through gurus directly mentor-
ing select students; graduates more en-
gineers than any other countries and
produces by far the largest number of
films in the world. In the phrase of the
American poet Walt Whitman, it is vast;
it contains multitudes. Is there even,
one might well ask, a single unchallen-
geable idea of the Indian nation?

Yes, there is. I have written in my
book An Era of Darkness about how the
notion of Bharatvarsha in the Rig Veda,
of a land stretching from the Himalayas
to the seas, contained the original terri-
torial notion of India; for the bounds im-
posed by the mountains and the oceans
created common bonds as well, making
the conception of India as one civilisa-
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c This moment of celebration

should be a moment of
re-dedication, a moment of
introspection, of review, reforms
and ceaseless, collaborative,
competent action.

education, including vocational and
technical education. In this context, I
welcome the initiative of 14 engineering
colleges across eight States to offer
courses in native languages. Similarly,
local languages should be widely used
in administration and the judiciary, in-
cluding court verdicts.

Though we have come a long way in
the area of governance, achieving digi-
tal governance to a considerable extent,
universal Internet access and cyberse-
curity remain challenges which need to
be addressed.

The shift to online education in
schools and colleges during the novel
coronavirus pandemic has brought to
the fore the wide gaps between rural
and urban India, when it comes to Inter-
net access and the availability of elec-
tronic gadgets. This digital divide
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'To me, Indian nationalism derives its political legitimacy from the consent and active participation of our citizens, as free
members of a democratic polity.' =PRASHANT NAKWE

b Uniformity comes at the price

of unity; the insistence on
conformity destroys the imperative
of consensus.

tion inhabiting a coherent territorial
space and a shared history truly time-
less. There are deep continuities, there-
fore, in the imagining of Indian nation-
hood, that transcend centuries of
internal division. In that sense, the idea
of India is as old as antiquity.

However, the idea of India as a mod-
ern nation based on a certain concep-
tion of human rights and citizenship, vi-
gorously backed by due process of law,
and equality before law, is a relatively
recent and strikingly modern idea. Ear-
lier conceptions of India drew their in-
spiration from mythology and theology.
The modern idea of India, despite the
mystical influence of Tagore, and the
spiritual and moral influences of Gand-

hiji, is a robustly secular and legal con-
struct based upon the vision and intel-
lect of our founding fathers, notably (in
alphabetical order!) Ambedkar, Nehru,
and Patel. The Preamble of the Consti-
tution itself is the most eloquent enum-
eration of this vision. In its description
of the defining traits of the Indian repu-
blic, and its conception of justice, of li-
berty, of equality and fraternity, it firm-
ly proclaims that the law will be the
bedrock of the national project.

In my recent book The Battle of Be-
longing 1 have argued that India’s is a
civic nationalism, anchored in the Con-
stitution and its liberal democratic insti-
tutions, a nationalism of belonging rath-
er than of blood. Speaking for myself,
when I refer to my own nationalism,
spurn any non-Indian allegiance, and
proudly wear a tricolour lapel-pin every
day, I am really subscribing to a patrio-
tism that rests on this conception of In-

dia — a love of my country because it is
mine, anchored in the institutional and
constitutional pillars of civic national-
ism. To me, Indian nationalism derives
its political legitimacy not from ethnici-
ty, religion, language, culture, or any of
the immutable trappings that people ac-
quire from birth, but from the consent
and active participation of our citizens,
as free members of a democratic polity.

For our nationalism to rise above the
“Hindi-Hindu[tva]-Hindustan” idea of
India proclaimed by the present ruling
dispensation, we must preserve the
idea of India embedded in the Republic
our founding leaders created — sus-
tained by liberal democratic institu-
tions, constitutionalism that guarantees
freedom of speech and association, and
representative democracy that empo-
wered the individual citizen irrespective
of caste or creed, region or religion, lan-
guage or literacy. When our present rul-

should be narrowed as quickly as possi-
ble. Clearly, our country has so many
achievements that each one of us can
legitimately be proud of, including the
recent spectacular performance of our
sportswomen and sportsmen in the To-
kyo Olympics, with the best ever Olym-
pic Games medals tally our country ever
achieved.

This moment of celebration should
be a moment of re-dedication, a mo-
ment of introspection, of review, re-
forms and ceaseless, collaborative,
competent action.

We can co-create a new India by
building on our strengths assiduously
acquired over the past decades and cen-
turies, by celebrating our rich diversity,
by transforming our governance and in-
stitutional structures to serve the peo-
ple in the best possible manner, by leav-
ing no one behind, by resolving
differences through cordial dialogue, by
striding into the complex, uncertain fu-
ture with greater optimism, confidence
and determination.

M. Venkaiah Naidu is the Vice-President of India

ers tell us that to disagree with them is
anti-national, or that to be a true Indian
one must be a Hindi-speaking Hindu,
we can answer by pointing to the Con-
stitution, whose idea of India they so
shamelessly disregard. The true Indian
patriot will tell you that in our democra-
cy you don’t really need to agree all the
time — except on the ground rules of
how you will disagree.

Dividing our people into majority
and minority, Hindu and Muslim, Hindi-
speaker and Tamil, nationalist and anti-
national, is fundamentally un-Indian
and fails to reflect the real nature of our
society. The suggestion that only a Hin-
du, and only a certain kind of Hindu,
can be an authentic Indian is an affront
to the very premise of Indian national-
ism. Uniformity comes at the price of
unity; the insistence on conformity des-
troys the imperative of consensus. An
India that denies itself to some of us
could end up being denied to all of us.

As we enter the 75th year of our Inde-
pendence, there is a struggle taking
place between these two ideas of India.
One rests on a narrow conception of In-
dianness; it is intolerant of difference
and suspicious of diversity, and seeks
revenge upon history by perpetrating
new wrongs today. The other is broader,
capacious, and inclusive, accepting of
difference and embracing diversity, se-
cure that these are best accommodated
in democratic institutions and process-
es sustained by our constitutionally gua-
ranteed freedoms. Which idea prevails
will determine the character of the In-
dia that will celebrate its centenary a
quarter of a century from now.

Shashi Tharoor is the Sahitya Akademi
award-winning author of 22 books, including
most recently ‘The Battle of Belonging’. He is the
third-term Lok Sabha MP for
Thiruvananthapuram
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The founders’ foresight illuminates our history

In the early years, Free India made considerable progress in land and social reforms, construction of the public sector in industry, women’s empowerment

IRFAN HABIB

ixteen years before Indepen-

dence, during a temporary res-

pite from Civil Disobedience,

the nation’s leaders decided to

make public their dream — of
what they would do for the country’s
good, when at last it was free. This was
laid out in the Fundamental Rights Re-
solution, which was drafted by Jawahar-
lal Nehru and moved by Mahatma Gand-
hi at the Karachi session of the Indian
National Congress from March 26 to 29
in 1931. It promised universal suffrage,
civil liberty, the abolition of caste dis-
abilities in the public sphere, state’s
‘neutrality” in respect of religion, pro-
tection of labour rights, including spe-
cial rights for women, reduction of land
tax and rent on peasants, relief for the
poor from indebtedness,
and finally, the state’s “ow-
nership and control of key
industries and services”.
These pledges were repeat-
ed in the Congress’s manif-
estos for the 1936-37 and

YEAR OF INDEPENDENCE
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raj, 1909, about women remaining
“queens” of their homes. By 1945 he
had come to believe in total equality
between women and men.

Courage and heroism

When India became independent on
August 15, 1947, the mass slaughter and
ethnic cleansing that occurred brought
out the sheer courage and heroism that
both Gandhiji and Nehru commanded;
and Gandhiji died on January 30, 1948
at the hands of a murderer. Yet, Gandhi-
ji’s fast earlier in the same month had at
last brought violence to a close, so that
now India could move towards reform-
ing itself. It is often suggested that Neh-
ru imposed his concept of a “socialist
pattern” without any sanction derived
from pledges made during the National
Movement. As may be seen from the
contents of the Karachi Resolution, this
is a total misconception: only the term
“socialist” officially used for that vision
was a novelty.

In two major areas, land reforms and
construction of the public sector in in-
dustry, Free India in the first three de-

cades had considerable
achievements to its credit.

of zamindari passed by in-
dividual provinces or States
in the early years of Inde-
pendence varied in detail,
but the effect was that the

5“ The legislation for abolition

1945-46 elections. By 1945-
46, the abolition of zamin-
dari had also now been placed on the
agenda. As early as 1938, the Congress
had committed itself to economic plan-
ning, having established a Planning
Committee, with Nehru as its Chairman.

Another important aspect which was
brought to the fore in the National
Movement was social reform. Gandhiji
had always been firm in his opposition
to untouchability. As for women, his
views ultimately changed entirely from
the position he had taken in Hind Swa-

bulk of the peasants be-
came owners of the land they tilled. Per-
haps, the most radical measures were
adopted in Jammu and Kashmir in 1950,
where the actual cultivating tenants be-
came owners of the land without paying
even nominal compensation to the
land-owners, this made possible be-
cause J&K had its own Constitution. In
1959, the Congress adopted a resolution
in favour of ceilings on the size of land-
holdings, and this initiated a process of
land redistribution by which landless la-

A pledge to preserve
the honour of India

Nation stands tall despite early negative predictions

M.K. STALIN

in the North, and wide and deep as

the ocean in Kanniyakumari in the
South, is celebrating its 75th Indepen-
dence Day.

In 1947, journalists from various
countries published their wishful think-
ing as news, saying that India could gain
independence, but it would not be able
to preserve it. They also claimed that In-
dia would not be in a position to conti-
nue the process of electing people’s re-
presentatives through elections. They
wrote this until 1960, and even predict-
ed that the election to be held in 1967
would be the last democratic exercise in
the country. India, however, demol-
ished those false predictions and stands
majestically as ever, even after 75 years.

What became the foundation for the
Indian freedom struggle was the spirit
that we should rule our country and
that foreigners have no place in it. It was
this spirit that Rabindranath Tagore
called the “soul of India”. Writing be-
fore his death, Tagore predicted that
“the British would be driven away soon
and when they leave they would leave
garbage and rubble”. If a disfigured In-
dia has risen to be a towering nation, it
is due to that sustained spirit.

India is majestically celebrating its
75th Independence because the rulers
and people at the grassroots level alike
maintain unity without widening the
difference in various nationalities, lan-
guages, religions and States. Let us vow
to preserve the honour of India for cen-
turies to come by according more prior-
ity to democracy, social justice, State
autonomy, federal values, secularism
and equal opportunities.

India is not just in the firmness it
shows outside its territory; it resides in
the hearts of the people living in its
boundaries. The governments have the
great responsibility of inculcating such
a value in people’s hearts. The Dravida
Munnetra Kazahgam (DMK) govern-
ment in Tamil Nadu functions with the
goal of “all for all”. All State govern-
ments should adopt this, and even the
Union government should function
with this as its goal.

A country is not just its borders. Peo-
ple are the country. A lesson that was
taught in school comes to my mind now.
A map of India, in many pieces, was gi-
ven to a student. The student, who

India, strong and tall as the Himalayas
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sought to assemble a map out of the
pieces, discovered a picture of an eye
behind one piece of paper. He then
looked at the reverse of all the pieces
and found a portrait of a man. When he
arranged them in order, the picture of
India emerged from those pieces. Yes.
People are countries. Saving a nation is
nothing but saving its people.

The DMK is a movement and its basic
foundations are made of social justice,
equality, self-respect, a love for the lan-
guage and the rights of the Tamil race.
Driven by these values, our leader Ka-
laignar Karunanidhi secured the right
for Chief Ministers to hoist the national
flag on Independence Day (picture). The
development of Tamil Nadu should be
based on those values. Industrial deve-
lopment, social change, and education-
al development should happen simulta-
neously. Development does not mean
just economic development. It should
also result in social development. The
economy, education, society, ideas, and
performance should grow simultane-
ously. The State government is striving
hard to implement this Dravidian Model
of development.

While aiming for economic growth,
we should ensure there is no inequality
in society. We are working in a planned
way so that all States would achieve
growth by following Tamil Nadu.

Indian freedom fighters and martyrs
wanted to see such growth and develop-
ment. A true tribute could be offered to
them only by implementing and giving
shape to those ideas. The Tamil Nadu
government will function in a manner
to honour them not by merely organis-
ing events, but through its achieve-
ments. A grain turns into ambrosial
food by immersing itself between the
fire in the oven and boiling water in the
pot. Our leader Kalaignar would say that
this was how martyrs were made. I take
a vow by bowing to those martyrs. Inde-
pendence Day greetings to all.

M.K. Stalin is the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu
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The vision for a free India was laid out at the 1931 Karachi session of the Congress. Picture shows the Mahatma. = THE HINDU PHOTO
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bourers, mostly Dalits, could also re-
ceive land to till.

One can see the result of the land-re-
forms in the increase in food supply per
capita. From 152.72 kg per head in 1950-
55, the per-capita supply rose to 168.44
kg in 1961-65, whereafter a plateau en-
sued (figures as calculated by Professor
Utsa Patnaik).

As far as industry was concerned, it
was the Second Five-Year Plan (1956-
61), which created a large public sector,
especially in heavy industry. Even capi-
talists like G.D. Birla supported this
measure because they well knew that
only the state with its large resources
could create an industrial sector on the
required scale in India.

There was also considerable effort to

c Nehru stood apart, but in his

time, even politicians with
controversial personal reputations
seemed quite different in their
personal conduct from recent
counterparts

expand literacy and improve higher
education. Nor to be forgotten is the
large state investment in science and
technology, especially the establish-
ment of the Indian Institutes of Technol-
ogy and lower-level training institutes.
Credit must be given to our nation’s
founders also for their effort in the
cause of women’s empowerment. Not
only were restrictions on women’s re-
cruitment to government service re-
moved after Independence but radical

legislation also followed. Over this is-
sue, the newly formed alliance of Jan
Sangh (promoted by the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh), the Hindu Maha-
sabha and the Ram Rajya Parishad was
soundly defeated in the 1952 elections.

Today, one tends to forget the radical-
ity of the changes in personal law that
now ensued: the Special Marriage Act,
1954, that applied to all communities,
and, then, the changes in the ‘Hindu
Code’.

I have something more to add here:
the remarkably high level of personal
conduct of the political leadership. Af-
ter Independence, local authorities
throughout the country began remov-
ing Englishmen’s names from gates and
parks and replacing them with Nehru’s

name. Nehru issued a firm prohibition
of anything to be named after him.

I also have a story of my own about
him to tell. In 1955, then a junior lectur-
er, I wrote to him as Prime Minister
about a personal grievance of mine.
Within days came a message that I was
to see him at his office on a specified day
at 9 a.m. When Nehru had done the
talking with the Pope’s envoy, I was
called in. He began by telling me how
wrong it was for the Pope to defend Por-
tuguese behaviour in India, shifting the-
reafter to Russian and Chinese Commu-
nists, finding the latter more flexible. He
then came to my case, referring to my
Communist activities for four years or
so, but without censure. He, however,
told me that proper constitutional prac-
tice prevented him from intervening in
the matter. He did so, I think, merely to
avoid my thanks, for only a few days la-
ter, I got the passport enabling me to be-
nefit from a Government of India scho-
larship for studies abroad.

Nehru, indeed, stood apart. But in
his time, even politicians with contro-
versial personal reputations seemed
quite different in their personal con-
duct. Travelling to Delhi, I once got into
a small railway compartment. There
was already a gentleman sleeping on the
upper berth. As the train approached
Delhi, he carefully came down, and, I
realised I was in the company of Chan-
dra Bhan Gupta, then Chief Minister of
Uttar Pradesh, a veteran Congressman
since the 1920s, with many critics. Here
he was — with no security, no flaunting
of dignity, just a first-class passenger. No
picture of his came to us through paid
advertisements or on government bill-
boards. It was only when he got down at
the Delhi railway station that his staff
appeared.

Irfan Habib is Professor Emeritus, CAS,
Department of History, Aligarh Muslim
University, Aligarh

Deepen tederalism, reorient welfare

Any attempt to reverse progressive social, economic, secular and democratic ideas can prove cataclysmic

T (. -
PINARAYI VIJAYAN

even-and-a-half decades have
S passed since we became Indepen-

dent, throwing off the yoke of co-
lonial rule through a long-drawn strug-
gle, which had caught the attention of
the world. The nationalist movement
was not one which aimed at mere pol-
itical independence. It had a clear per-
ception of what Independent India
should be. Independent India visual-
ised by it was to be a democratic, secu-
lar, federal nation which will strive for
removal of socially obscurantist prac-
tices and economic scourges such as
poverty and inequality.

As early as 1920, the linguistic basis
of States was recognised. By 1931, the
Karachi session of the Congress, had
adopted an economic programme
which laid the way ahead for an egali-
tarian society. Within the congress, the
socialist groups and communists had a
strong presence and they galvanised
the move towards Poorna Swaraj.

The values held aloft by the free-
dom movement should have easily
translated into the agenda of the Inde-
pendent India’s government led by ti-
tans of the freedom movement. But,
this did not happen so easily. For lin-
guistic reorganisation of States, an ar-
duous struggle became necessary.

Though federal principles are pre-
sent in the Constitution, they have not
got the pride of place they deserved, in
a country which has unity in diversity
as its unique feature. In a country such
as ours, the Union, States and the local
governments are to be moving in con-
centric circles and not functioning as a
pyramidal structure.

Certain unitary features such as Ar-
ticle 356, which enables the Union to
take over the administration of a State
on the recommendation of the Gover-
nor or otherwise, emergency powers,
redrawing of State boundaries without
discussion, vertical imbalances in fis-
cal matters, make the distribution of
powers at best quasi-federal.

Article 356, which was envisaged to
be a dead letter by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar,
has been one of the most overused
provisions of our Constitution. Legisla-
tion by the Union on subjects enumer-
ated in the State and Concurrent Lists
go against the grain of cooperative fed-
eralism. The content of our federal
structure needs strengthening.

Besides, ideological and other
forms of attack on the values en-
shrined in the Preamble to the Consti-

‘We need to focus on economic equality too, especially when 92% of our labour force is in the unorganised sector.’ =k.x.
MUSTAFAH

c The content of our federal
structure needs

strengthening ... Change in the

approach of government

authorities will give a sense of

empowerment to the poor and the

marginalised sections, and

will enrich the content of

our democracy

tution are on the rise and people of our
country who have given unto them-
selves the Constitution need to be vigi-
lant for preserving democracy, secula-
rism, socialism and the sovereignty of
our nation.

Our economy, which hardly grew in
the first half of the last century, saw
better growth since the 1950s, though
there is a trend to view this growth also
as tardy, by experts who advocate lib-
eralisation by dismantling the public
sector and the roll-back of the govern-
ment from social and economic
sectors.

Data tell us that our experience in
the post-liberalisation phase since 1991
has not been one which has made us
feel that economy has entered a higher
phase of growth. Our economy has
been facing phases of persistent slow-
down in recent years. The reasons for
the same have not only been cyclical
but also structural.

This brings us to highlight the need
for state intervention in social and eco-
nomic sectors so that there is demand-
led growth. We need to focus on eco-
nomic equality too, especially when
92% of our labour force is in the unor-

ThisqIU‘Uf was originally uploade)o Brills Express(Official (https://t.me/The Hindu_Express) before anyone else

ganised sector. Providing social securi-
ty to this category is the obligation of
governments as enunciated in the Di-
rective Principles of State Policy in the
Constitution.

To do this effectively, the Union-
State fiscal relations are to be restruc-
tured and local governments be empo-
wered by providing them with funds,
functions and functionaries.

In the age of digitisation, we have to
consciously bridge the digital divide,
the consequence of economic inequal-
ity. We have made great strides in the
fields of science and technology. But
the progress will become fruitful only
when no one faces a barrier in enjoy-
ing the results of our scientific and
technological innovations. Technology
has taken us to levels which we could
not have even dreamt of in the past.
But it has also brought in issues of in-
cursions into privacy and civil rights.
We need to be guarded against these.

There needs to be a total change in
mode of provision of government ser-
vices to the public. The last vestige of
colonial attitude should be discarded
and the attitude of ‘giver’ and ‘taker’
should be erased from the minds of go-
vernment authorities. Information
technology can help a lot in this. But
attitude change plays a key role and
decentralised democratic governance
is a great catalyst in this process.

It is the poor and the marginalised
who depend more on service and sup-
port from the government. Change in
the approach of government authori-
ties will give a sense of empowerment
to the poor and the marginalised sec-

tions, and will enrich the content of
our democracy.

At this moment, we are on the cusp
of history. We need to preserve, pro-
tect and carry forward the values of
our nationalist movement which have
been reflected in the Constitution we
have given to ourselves.

An empowered citizen, enabled lo-
cal governments, federalism with mea-
ningful content, and last but not the
least the citizen who can exercise his
freedom of choice and enjoy civil liber-
ties without unnatural fear will make
our freedom at 75 a moment of glory.
Any attempt to reverse the progressive
social, economic, secular and demo-
cratic ideas which we have imbibed as
the people of this nation who value its
unity amidst plurality and diversity,
can prove cataclysmic.

Redeeming the pledge

At this moment, we have to redeem
the pledge to preserve our values not
wholly or in full measure but very sub-
stantially, as famously said by our first
Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru.

Our democracy has passed through
stages of fragility like 19 months of the
Emergency, but our people have exhi-
bited agility to restore it.

In the time of the novel coronavirus
pandemic, we have felt the need for a
proactive role of the state in protecting
life and livelihood of people. Our polit-
ical democracy will have a bright fu-
ture when efforts to attain economic
and social equality succeed.

Pinarayi Vijayan is the Chief Minister of Kerala
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Why have faith in the great Indian experiment

RAJEEV BHARGAVA

ndia’s independence from colonial

rule launched an unprecedented

experiment of introducing demo-

cratic equality in a deeply diverse
society. Scholars and political observers
the world over predicted its failure. Suc-
cessful nation-states and democracy re-
quire one language, one culture and
perhaps one religion — how could de-
mocracy thrive in a poor, illiterate socie-
ty with mind-boggling religious, cultu-
ral and linguistic diversity? Today, when
brazen attempts are afoot to suppress
such differences, it appears that the
sceptics and pessimists were correct.
But I remain unmoved. Even in these
hopeless times, I have faith in the suc-
cess of the experiment.

There are many reasons why I remain
hopeful, but I focus here on two: one
general, and the other India-specific.
The general reason is that humankind
benefits more from diversity than brute
uniformity. No one person or group can
develop the entire range of thoughts,
practices and goods necessary for sur-
vival and flourishing. To fulfil constantly
evolving human needs, different skills
honed by sustained collective, inter-
generational effort are re-
quired. When a group
spends time on one set of
skills, it necessarily ne-
glects others. This means
that any cultural group’s
capacity to fulfil multifa-
rious human needs is limit-

YEAR OF INDEPENDENCE

My second reason is to do with the
character of India’s historically evolved
collective unconscious, our deepest ha-
bits and temperament of respect and
mutual acceptance. A particular variant
of high-strung, deeply insecure moder-
nists, masquerading as preservers of In-
dian tradition but imitating the worst
European mode of nation-making pose
a challenge to this. But my guess is that
India’s age-old moral habits will prevail
over this seemingly unifying but utterly
claustrophobic and corrosive force.

Critics will immediately dismiss my
statement as crazily utopian. Am I not
making this claim by turning a few hap-
py episodes into a character trait of a
whole people? I do not think so. The ex-
tent and depth of religio-philosophical
diversity in India or an enviable degree
of peaceful religious coexistence in its
past has been noted globally. Yet, con-
temporary scholars adopt two contrast-
ing perspectives on this religio-philo-
sophical coexistence. Some explain it
by the unique quality of tolerance in
Hindu culture that a surfeit of invaders
took advantage of until some Indians
said enough is enough. Others argue
that Indian culture is no different from
others, that it always contained a pro-
pensity to religious conflict, violence,
persecution and, therefore, coexistence
of different groups occurred because of
an accidental balance of power, because
no group was ever strong enough to rid
society of others. The clear implication
is that the moment any group acquires
disproportionate power, it
will eliminate other groups
or reduce them to slavery. It
is also argued that this ba-
lance of power in society
was made possible by polit-
ical expediency; rulers ab-
hor social and political in-

ed. Fulfilling all needs de-
mands a pooling together
of different skills and a high degree of
mutual dependence and learning. The
realisation of a better, richer life makes
diversity necessary. Those who under-
stand and endorse this are pluralists.
Anti-pluralists, who deny and fight di-
versity, are doomed to lead a fractured,
truncated life and may not even survive
in the long run. Just as bio-diversity is
necessary for the larger ecosystem, so is
cultural diversity for the much smaller
human world.

THE 3462 HINDU |

stability. So, peaceful
coexistence in India was a
result of balance of power between
communities underpinned by political
necessity.

I disagree with both views. That In-
dia’s past was also not always harmo-
nious and rocked by religious conflict,
violence and persecution cannot be de-
nied. Hindus and Jains, Hindus and
Buddhists, Shaivites and Vaishnavites
and even Hindu ascetic orders fought
and even smashed each others’ tem-
ples. Occasionally, political rulers such

India’s pluralism, part of our living cultural memory, successfully inhibits religious adversaries from turning into permanent enemies

Relief kits being provided to riot victims as part of a langar service, in New Delhi. =susHiL KumAR VERMA

as the Senas in 11-12th century Bengal
were extremely partial to their own Hin-
du sect. Those who came to India in
search of wealth and territory, the
Greeks, Sakas, Kushans and Huns, in-
dulged in violence too. So did Muslims.
But an average Hindu selectively re-
members only the violence of Muslims.
Worse, he forgets that not one but many
Islams came to India, from cultural re-
gions as far apart as Arabia and Mongo-
lia, at different times and with differing
motives. Only some came with religious
zeal against idol worshippers. Some of
these plundered and returned, others
like Mohammad Ghori and Mahmud of
Ghazni fanatically destroyed temples
but stayed back to rule. If Persian sourc-
es are right, they forcibly converted too.

What an average Hindu also fails to
remember is that most Muslim political
adventurers fought other Muslim not
Hindu rulers. After all, the much-ma-
ligned Babar defeated the Lodhis, not
some Hindu king! Indeed, many new
settlers, attracted to India’s pluralist
imagination, adapted their beliefs and

practices to be in tune with it. For many
Hindus and Muslims, Allah became one
of the many gods; others thought of Pro-
phet Mohammad as an avatar sent
down from heaven to restore righteous-
ness, and for still others like the Ismai-
lis, Ali, a cousin of Mohammmad, was
the long-awaited 10th incarnation of
Vishnu. Depicting Rama and Krishna as
prophets, many made them an integral
part of the Islamicate world. Rulers in
this pluralist world frequently acted im-
partially towards everyone. In quarrels
between Hindu and Muslims, Hindu rul-
ers such as the one in 15th century Man-
galore were quick to punish fellow Hin-
dus when found guilty. In 1713, the
highest Muslim Government official in
Ahmedabad had to bear the wrath of
some of his own co-religionists when
justice prompted him to rule in favour
of Hindus.

The same spirit of impartiality made
Muslim royalty mediate in sectarian dis-
putes to bring together warring sects of
Jains, Sikhs or Hindus. Royal patronage
was extended to non-Muslims, mo-

c The extent and depth of

religio-philosophical diversity
in India or an enviable degree of
peaceful religious coexistence in its
past has been noted globally.

delled on a pattern set by previous Hin-
du, Jain and Buddhist rulers. For exam-
ple, the Gorakhnath math in Jakhbar (in
Jammu) received grants from virtually
every Mughal ruler. So did the math in
Gorakhpur.

I hope these few examples suffice to
demonstrate that India’s pluralism suc-
cessfully inhibited religious adversaries
from turning into permanent enemies
and encouraged peaceful cohabitation.
It restrained the recurrence of religious
violence. Hatred and demonisation of
others is found in medieval Hindu and
Muslim literature but in practice it dis-
appeared as quickly as it materialised.
Pluralism may not have always been for-
mulated as a religious or philosophical
doctrine but had become an integral
component of our social imagination,

present as tacit common understand-
ing, as a default setting in our back-
ground. It is this moral imaginary, not
timeless philosophical doctrines, time-
bound balance of social power or polit-
ical convenience that explains peaceful
religious coexistence in India.

This unstated confidence in the value
of cultural diversity and peaceful reli-
gious co-existence shaped the thinking
of Gandhi, of several other leaders in
our anti-colonial movement and the
makers of India’s Constitution. Our so-
cial imaginary made religious violence,
persecution and partiality of political
rulers an aberration rather than the
norm in India. This unspoken common
mentality is too deep-rooted to vanish
overnight. Sooner or later the Indian
people will act upon it. This is why I
continue to repose faith in the great In-
dian experiment that was launched on
August 15, 1947.

Rajeev Bhargava is a political theorist and
Director, Parekh Institute of Indian Thought,
CSDS, Delhi
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The nuanced dimensions to
[ndian entrepreneurship

The role of entrepreneurship is to foster social change, in addition to economic
growth, and enhance the quality of life for all

VINITA BALI

multi-faceted and nuanced, espe-

cially in India, where almost 80%
of people are self-employed or work in
the informal sector. As with most reali-
ties of our country, this is paradoxical
when we juxtapose the 58 Unicorns, all
created 2011 onwards, with almost 64
million micro, small and medium en-
terprises (MSMEs), most of which are
struggling to survive in the context of
severe disruptions caused by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. Whilst it is hard to
estimate the employment generated by
these Unicorns, a key dimension of
economic and social progress, we can
assume that 64 million MSME families
are either partially or solely dependent
on their MSMEs for livelihood. That
covers a population of approximately
320 million. Conceptually, the 64 mil-
lion MSMEs fit the definition of “entre-
preneurs” (taking financial risk, setting
up business, providing employment,
etc.), but do not have the resources to
scale, or even become profitable
enough to have a corpus of savings that
they can rely on, in difficult times.

r | \he theme of entrepreneurship is

Entrepreneurial footprint

In the 74 years since Independence, In-
dia has become the sixth largest econo-
my as measured by GDP; it has 5,000
stocks listed on the BSE and a stock
market valued at approximately $3 tril-
lion in July 2021, which grew at 14.7%
over the last five years, compared with
13.3% global growth in market capitali-
sation. Of the top 10 companies in In-
dia (five banks and two IT companies),
five were founded in the mid-1980s on-
wards. No surprise then that the con-
tribution of the services sector to In-
dia’s real GDP has increased from 26%
and 37% in 1951 and 1991, respectively,
to 54% in 2021. Additionally, most of
the 58 Unicorns, of which 40 hap-
pened during 2019-21, comprise sec-
tors such as e-commerce, payment sys-
tems, fintech, education and social
messaging. Private equity-venture cap-
ital (PE-VC) investments in 2020 were
approximately $39 billion across 814

B. Krishnamoorthy, a saree designer
and weaver, in Chennai. =RAVINDRANR.

deals and in the first half of 2021 have
already crossed $27 billion. This com-
bination of abundant liquidity and
speculative fervour has also twisted
valuations rather notably.

India’s entrepreneurial footprint in
manufacturing, on the other hand, has
been lacklustre, constraining integra-
tion into global supply chains. Despite
recent pronouncements such as ‘Ease
of Doing Business’ and ‘Make in India’,
etc., the contribution of manufacturing
to GDP continues to be rather timorous
— from 15% in 1991 to 17% in 2021. In
fact, the shift occurred during 1951-81
when the contribution of manufactur-
ing increased from 8.6% to 14% of GDP.
It is important to note that no major
country has achieved economic pro-
gress without a vibrant manufacturing
sector with its capacity and capability
to scale, to increase productivity and
to offer large-scale employment.
MSME is the second largest employer
after agriculture and, despite contri-
buting 45% of manufacturing output,
has largely remained outside the pur-
view of policymakers, even after the re-
launch of the Micro Units Development
and Refinance Agency Ltd. (MUDRA)
scheme in April 2015.

It is important to recognise that the
role of entrepreneurship — apart from
creating and scaling profitable busi-
nesses — is also to foster social change
and enhance the quality of how people
live on a daily basis. This can only be
done by effectively addressing the big
challenges that transform societies,
countries and our planet. In many
ways, the dairy co-operative move-
ment, under the visionary leadership
of Dr. Verghese Kurien, industrialised
dairy (currently there are 150 million
small dairy farmers and small-scale
vendors), created one of India’s most

iconic brands (Amul), and made India
the largest milk producer in the world -
though at low levels of productivity,
which is an upside opportunity going
forward. The model demonstrated that
decentralised procurement, which in-
volved tens of millions of small house-
holds, could be combined with state-
of-the-art production facilities to make
milk and dairy products more availa-
ble, accessible and affordable. At yet
another level, Jamsetji Tata confirmed
that a business of steel and a heart of
compassion could create empathetic
leadership, putting social and societal
concerns at the centre of governance.
As he said, “In a free enterprise, the
community is not just another stake-
holder in business, but, is in fact, the
very purpose of its existence”.

The empirical evidence we now
have of the devastating consequences
of climate change makes the most com-
pelling case for societal and environ-
mental considerations to be integral to
entrepreneurship and the business
model it creates. Unless policymakers,
entrepreneurs and companies take
that seriously, there is little hope that
critical issues such as climate change,
access to good quality and affordable
health care and education, and im-
proved standards of living for all will
get addressed in a fair and equitable
manner.

An inclusionary ecosystem

The way forward for entrepreneur-
ship, given the diversity of India, is to
work towards an inclusionary ecosys-
tem that prioritises the generation of
real value and real jobs, and includes
the millions of MSMEs struggling for
access to resources and to markets, for
they constitute not just manufacturing
units but also artisans, weavers and
craftspeople who uphold the critical
heritage of India. Our economy cannot
be polarised into a productive and glo-
bally competitive formal sector, em-
ploying 10%-15% of people and a low-
productivity “other” sector, including
agriculture and micro and small enter-
prises, employing the remaining 85%.
This is an opportunity to accelerate de-
velopment and reduce inequality, with
relevant and growth-oriented reforms
that energise innovative and entrepre-
neurial endeavour.

Vinita Bali is an Independent Director and
Strategy Adviser

Still short of schooling at 74

India’s failure to put in place a sound schooling system is exacting a heavy price

JEAN DREZE

ord has it that there are two
schools of thought among In-
dian development econo-

mists — one advocating growth and the
other redistribution. This perception is
quite misleading. For one thing,
growth and redistribution are not the
only means of making the world a bet-
ter place. To illustrate, civil liberties
have much to contribute to the quality
of life, but they have little to do with
growth or redistribution. For another,
the alleged dilemma between growth
and redistribution overlooks the fact
that some economic policies promote
both. Universal elementary education
is a prime example: it helps to achieve
economic progress as well as to reduce
social inequality. Quality education al-
so contributes to human wellbeing in
other ways — for instance, by helping
us to look after our health and that of
others. It is a kind of win-win-win poli-
cy. Indeed, countries that have focused
on mass education at an early stage of
development have reaped ample re-
wards for it across the world, as has
Kerala in India.

Education policy of the past

All this is fairly obvious today, but it
was far from clear 74 years ago, when
India achieved independence. Elemen-
tary education was not particularly
prominent in the initial Five-Year
Plans, focused as they were on physical
capital. The first Five-Year Plan said
that “the tendency to open new prim-
ary schools should not be encouraged”
[sic], as opposed to “remodeling of ex-
isting primary schools on basic lines”
(a reference to the “basic education”
project inspired by Mahatma Gandhi’s
pedagogical ideas). When Milton Fried-
man, the champion of free markets, vi-
sited India in 1955, he was astonished
by the government’s neglect of “hu-
man capital”.

Quite likely, education policy in
those days was influenced by the tradi-
tional upper-caste view that education
is not important or even appropriate
for the lower orders. To this day, it is
not uncommon to hear from upper-
caste personalities or even teachers in

Celebrating the idea of freedom

The freedom we won gives us the responsibility of building the future of the country

ASHOK GEHLOT

am reminded of the words of Ma-

hatma Gandhi, published in Young

India in 1931: “I shall work for an In-

dia in which the poorest shall feel
that it is their country in whose making
they have an effective voice; an India in
which there shall be no high class and
low class of people; an India in which
all communities shall live in perfect
harmony. This is the India of my
dreams...”

Amid the vagaries of the COVID-19
pandemic, we embark upon the histor-
ic celebration of the 75th Indepen-
dence Day with hope of freedom from
fear, intolerance and a sinister ploy of
polarisation of minds and people. The
freedom which we have won gives us
the responsibility of making and mark-
ing the future of this New India.

Different hues on a single canvas
We liberated ourselves from the op-
pression of over a century of colonial
rule, traversed through the challenging
times inflicted upon us by poverty and
lack of infrastructure and worked as-
siduously to transform India as one of
the most successful foodgrain produc-
ers in the world through the Green Re-
volution. The freedom struggle was
more than an agitation against the colo-
nial rule. Our heroes of the freedom
struggle were able to bring a nation full
of varied colours and hues on a single
canvas called India.

No celebration of India’s Indepen-
dence can be complete without re-
membering the historic address of our
first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru,
upholding the freedom as a step in the
direction of realising the dream of
Gandhiji. We cannot forget the vision-
ary approaches of the thinkers and na-
tion-builders and the contribution of
the people who inherited a country
plagued with discrimination, untouch-
ability and inequality.

India is one of the few nations on

Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru before the inauguration of the All India
Village Industries Exhibition at Tilak Nagar, Faizpur. =THE HINDU ARCHIVES

earth which has retained some of its
ancient ideologies. The founding fath-
ers of our nation were the guardians of
our ancient Indian principle of Vasud-
haiva Kutumbukam and Sarv Dharma
Sambhav, which also found its place in
the structure of the Constitution.
Gandhi said, “I shall strive for a Con-
stitution which will release India from
all thraldom and patron-
age.” We must realise today
that Pandit Nehru and his
contemporaries exhibited
arespect and acceptance of
non-agreement and diver-
gent views but worked to-
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pare them for a greater role in nation-
building. For, people questioning the
70 years of the Congress’s efforts in na-
tion building fail to acknowledge the
creation of the Bhabha Atomic Re-
search Centre in 1954 and the first
atomic reactor in 1956 depicting an
energy revolution in a young India.

Lal Bahadur Shastri, who became
Prime Minister after Pandit
Nehru, exhibited indomita-
ble leadership in neutralis-
ing the Pakistani invasion of
1965, establishing the mili-
tary might of the Indian Ar-
my. Shastri gave the slogan

gether towards nation-
building, evident by the ap-
pointment of B.R. Ambedkar as Law
Minister and Syama Prasad Mookerjee
as Industries Minister.

Nation-building institutions

Creating nation-building institutions in
a fledgling country and setting up
strong foundations for infrastructural,
industrial, social and economic growth
were daunting tasks because there was
no base to build upon. Any building,
however beautiful, is only as strong as
its foundation. We must appreciate the
vision of Pandit Nehru finding its place
with the Planning Commission recom-
mendations to build the first Indian In-
stitute of Technology at Kharagpur in
1951 to nurture the Indian youth to pre-

Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan to motiv-
ate the soldiers and simulta-
neously mobilise the farmers to protect
the sovereignty of the country and in-
crease the production of foodgrains to
reduce imports and strengthen food se-
curity. The country attained further
heights under the leadership of Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi, with the esta-
blishment of the ISRO in 1969, a suc-
cessful military campaign against Pa-
kistan in 1971 followed by the nuclear
test on May 18, 1974 at Pokhran, thus
becoming a nuclear power and herald-
ing the making of a stronger, greater
and self-reliant India.

Our leaders were able to sense fu-
ture requirements and took appro-
priate timely steps such as the creation
of ISRO, atomic infrastructure or a

great vision of 21st century envisaged
by Rajiv Gandhi way before people
could understand it. He made India an
IT and telecom powerhouse. The spec-
trum of Rajiv Gandhi was wide ranging.
He brought about technological initia-
tives and grassroots democracy by
bringing in the historic 73rd and 74th
Constitution amendments, thereby en-
suring local self-governance.

Under the leadership of UPA Chair-
person Sonia Gandhi, the National Ad-
visory Council recommended historic
steps for freedom of the poor from food
insecurity, hunger and employment
and ensured education to the children.
The UPA government brought the loan
waiver scheme to benefit the farmers
and also passed the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act and the Right to Information Act in
2005, the Right to Education Act in
2009 and the National Food Security
Act in 2013 to ensure prosperity of sec-
tions of society.

An independent democracy

We have been free for 75 years now.
The Mahatma’s Charkhah represented
Swadeshi, self-sufficiency and interde-
pendence. It embodied the dignity of
labour and equality. The ideals and
teachings of the Mahatma need to be
executed by the government at the
Centre. The institutions preserved for
decades serve as checks and balances
for the functioning of an independent
democracy. The crumbling of the inde-
pendence of the judiciary, the free
press, the CBI, enforcement agencies
such as the Enforcement Directorate to
instil fear in the minds of people will
never lead to a free democracy.

The revered scriptures of the Bhaga-
vad Gita give freedom to the devotee to
ask questions even from God. In the
present context, it is ironical that rais-
ing questions leads to attack on the in-
tent and character of the questioner.
There should be no room for hatred for
divergent views and criticisms. Let in-
stitutions built by our great leaders be
utilised for the objectives they were
formed. Let’s strive to protect the free-
dom and values enshrined in the free-
dom struggle and the Constitution.

Ashok Gehlot is the Chief Minister of Rajasthan

A student studying close to a mobile
tower in Assam. =RITURAJ KONWAR

rural India that it is pointless or thank-
less to teach working-class children.
Sometimes, they are more explicit and
whisper things like “if poor children
get educated, who will work in our
fields and houses?”

Of course, education levels have im-
proved since independence. India’s fe-
male literacy rate, for instance, rose
from just 9% in 1951 to 65% in 2011 (for
women above the age of five years and
seven years, respectively). From a his-
torical perspective, this is quite a leap
forward. From a comparative perspec-
tive, however, it is not particularly im-
pressive, even by South Asia’s modest
standards. According to the latest De-
mographic and Health Surveys, female
literacy rates in the age group of 15-24
years were almost identical in India,
Bangladesh and Nepal around 2016 -
around 85% in each case. Bangladesh
and Nepal used to be way behind India
in this field, but they have caught up,
despite India’s higher GDP per capita
and faster rate of economic growth.
Comparisons with East Asia, of course,
would be devastating for India.

Educational inequalities

Further, average literacy rates do not
convey India’s unique problem of edu-
cational inequalities. Schooling oppor-
tunities for different groups range from
world-class to abysmal. Even within re-
latively small areas, the disparities are
astonishing. Thirty years ago, in a
small village of western U.P. called Pa-
lanpur, we found that literacy rates va-
ried from 0% among Dalit girls to 100%
among Kayashta boys. Within class-
rooms, too, differences in learning le-
vels are often stark, with some children
being able to read fluently while others
still struggle to learn the alphabet.

We are so used to these disparities
that we often lose sight of their patho-
logical nature. In 2012, according to
UNESCO, the proportion of children
studying in private schools at the prim-
ary level was just 12% or so in the world
as a whole (excluding India), and even
lower (below 10%) in “developed coun-

tries”. In India, by contrast, the corres-
ponding proportion is around 40% and
growing. Further, there are multiple
layers within the private and govern-
ment streams. In other words, the
norm around the world is for most chil-
dren to study in a shared schooling sys-
tem of reasonably even quality, but in
India the quality of schooling is contin-
gent on class, caste, gender and ability
to pay. This defeats the purpose of
school education as a leveller of social
inequalities, something India needs
more than perhaps any other country.

A casual look at school textbooks
quickly conveys that India’s schooling
system is designed as a kind of obstacle
course, titled in favour of privileged
children. In Jharkhand, Class 5 chil-
dren are expected to read a thick En-
glish textbook with sentences that even
teachers are likely to find it hard to un-
derstand (like “gravity speeds up com-
munication means, it also explains why
Pisa leans” [sic]). Advanced textbooks
are a good deal for children who enjoy
a fine working environment at home;
for others, they are a nightmare.

The stratified nature of India’s
schooling system was on full display
during the last few months. Soon after
the COVID-19 crisis struck, schools
were closed without batting an eyelid
and most of them are still closed today.
Privileged children continued to study
online in their cosy homes even as the
schooling system dropped “offline chil-
dren” like hot potatoes. The fig leaf of
online education has masked the ele-
phant of school exclusion for a full 16
months without anyone taking serious
notice outside specialised circles. This
is a dramatic manifestation of the indif-
ference of privileged classes towards
the educational aspirations of the poor.

The enormity of the situation hit us
earlier this month during a house-to-
house survey of four Dalit and Adivasi
hamlets in Latehar, Jharkhand. There
was no trace of online education, most
children were unable to read a single
word, and all parents were desperate
to see the schools reopen. That this in-
justice remained virtually unques-
tioned for 16 months is a telling indict-
ment of India’s exclusive democracy.

As India enters its 75th year of inde-
pendence, it is important to reflect on
the blunders of the past and how to re-
pair them. Failing that, the situation
will be much the same when the coun-
try celebrates its first centenary.

Jean Dréze is Visiting Professor at the
Department of Economics, Ranchi University

A health crisis the world
needs independence from

The efforts of the oldest and largest democracies can
help overcome the challenges posed by COVID-19

RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI

n India’s Independence Day, we
Oreﬂect on the nation forged

when, in 1947, ordinary men
and women began to build a country of
their own on a foundation of courage,
sacrifice, and hope. Indians and In-
dian-Americans have much to be
proud of in the progress India has
made over its first three-quarters of a
century, but the enduring challenges of
this worldwide pandemic call for a glo-
bal vaccination effort, with India and
the United States at the forefront.

The challenge posed by COVID-19
My parents brought our family to the
U.S. from India when I was three
months old and raised me as an Amer-
ican proud of his Indian heritage and
the accomplishments of the Indian pe-
ople. Today, I am serving my third term
in the U.S. Congress. Throughout my
time in office, I have worked to streng-
then the enduring partnerships bet-
ween the U.S. and India. We have
worked to bring greater security and
prosperity to our nations, the Indo-
Pacific region, and the world. Now, we
must rise to meet the challenges posed
by COVID-19 which cannot be over-
come without the efforts of the world’s
oldest democracy and its largest.

Both the U.S. and India have known
the horrors of this pandemic, and
while we have weathered its previous
waves, there is no guarantee that our
progress will endure until everyone is
vaccinated. Today, over 12% of Indians
are fully vaccinated while over 50% of
Americans are, but both our nations
remain vulnerable to the threat of new
variants which will endure so long as
any large population of unvaccinated
people remains. Because of this reality,
it is essential that the U.S. acts to dra-

matically expand its vaccine aid pro-
grammes to put shots in arms around
the world. This will not only save lives
but also strengthen the arsenal of hu-
manity against the virus. Nations such
as India can help inoculate their own
populations and then join the global ef-
fort to vaccinate other nations most in
need.

American-led vaccine campaign
So far, the U.S. has allocated just 7.5
million vaccine doses to India through
its donation programme. While those
doses have not yet been delivered due
to regulatory delays, even if they had
been, that contribution would be a tiny
fraction of what is needed. That is why
I introduced the Nullifying Opportuni-
ties for Variants to Infect and Decimate
(NOVID) Act, which is the only legisla-
tion in Congress that would establish
an American-led global vaccination
campaign against COVID-19. The NO-
VID Act would ensure the production
and distribution of eight billion vaccine
doses across the world, paving the way
for other leading vaccine producers
such as India to contribute to the effort
as their own domestic inoculation ef-
forts reach herd immunity levels.

I have always been fond of India’s
national motto, “Truth alone tri-
umphs.” The truth of our times is that
the pandemic will only truly end when
we have defeated the virus everywh-
ere. That is why I will continue to fight
to expand American vaccine aid to In-
dia and other nations as we build a glo-
bal coalition to end the pandemic. I
know India will one day be at the heart
of that effort through the strength of its
healthcare professionals and the hu-
manitarian commitment of its people.
As we celebrate India’s Independence
Day amid this pandemic, we must con-
tinue to reaffirm the importance of the
U.S.-India alliance which will help the
entire world declare its independence
from COVID-19.

Raja Krishnamoorthi, a Democrat from
Schaumburg, represents the 8th Congressional
District of Illinois
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A time for strategic autonomy, building up national strength

Rather than seeking an outsize role abroad, India should do what is most important: make possible a safe, prosperous, and dignified life for every citizen

VV‘

SHIVSHANKAR MENON

pare a thought for Jawaharlal
Nehru and the leaders of Inde-
pendent India. Between Septem-
ber 1946, when Nehru took over
the interim government of India, and
1950, when the country became a repu-
blic, many tasks awaited: to build a
country by combining British India
with 564 or so sovereign or semi-sove-
reign princely states; deal with the hor-
rendous consequences of Partition, in-
cluding the greatest mass migration in
history until Bangladesh was created in
1971; begin changing the abject condi-
tion of the people of India; fight a war
with Pakistan in Kashmir; and build
new instruments of state such as the In-
dian Foreign Service and repurpose old
ones like the Indian Army, the Intelli-
gence Bureau, and the police. Even In-
dian Standard Time was only intro-
duced on September 1, 1947. Before
this, different provinces and princely
states had their own times, and reading
an Indian railway timeta-
ble was a complex skill.
Frontiers and boundar-
ies needed to be esta-
blished and administra-
tion extended to every
corner of the new state of
India. Those involved in
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dership that Nehru provided.

Nehru had a grander, more expan-
sive and more ambitious view of India’s
role in Asia than other Indians who
thought of these issues. Nehru sought
nothing less than a radical and com-
plete reworking or remaking of Asian
and global geopolitics. Three overarch-
ing causes impelled him to do so. The
first was the need to transform India.
The second was the threat of nuclear
annihilation after the atom bomb gave
nations the power to destroy human ci-
vilisation. And the third was the need to
free Asia and Africa from the colonial
yoke. Nehru saw these as interlinked.
Almost all his international initiatives
through the early 1950s were intended
to further these goals.

Grand goals

Was Nehru reasonable to seek such
grand goals? For Nehru, that was a se-
condary question. He saw that power,
military and economic, was not enough
without legitimacy. He was also realist
enough not to underestimate the diffi-
culty of what he was trying to achieve.
To those who thought he should con-
centrate on India’s internal develop-
ment and not the world, he would
answer that world peace was essential
for India’s development. Besides, he
believed strongly that In-
dia, with her civilisational
legacy, was the natural
thought leader of global
processes despite her limi-
tations of hard power. One
must admire the boldness
of Nehru’s world view. But

the transition had to draft

a Constitution for the new

republic; suppress an armed commu-
nist revolution in Telangana; and deal
with China’s occupation of Tibet — for
the first time in history, China had be-
come India’s neighbour.

Nehru faced all this simultaneously
and without the experience of ever hav-
ing run even a municipal government.
That so much of what was done in those
initial days has stood the test of time
and has been carried on by the leaders’
successors, not all of whom shared
their ideas and preferences, says a great
deal about those men and women,
their ideas, and their understanding of
India. They managed to accomplish
much despite disagreements among
themselves, largely because of the lea-

Nehru’s ideas, prioritising

legitimacy over power, al-
so led him to ignore real threats and ul-
timately to failures, as in his dealings
with China.

However, three of Nehru’s goals were
actually achieved in large measure,
although not by the means he envis-
aged or entirely by Indian agency. First,
India’s and Asia’s economies today have
been transformed beyond expecta-
tions, but not following Nehru’s chosen
economic path.

Second, a nuclear holocaust has
been averted, thus far. Third, Asia and
Africa have been decolonised. In little
more than 15 years following India’s In-
dependence, the regional international
system was transformed from one dom-
inated by empires to one populated by
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Larger picture: Jawaharlal Nehru had a grander, more expansive and more ambitious view of India's role in Asia than other
Indians who thought of these issues. Picture is of Pandit Nehru, President Nasser and Marshal Tito, founders of the Non-Aligned

Movement. =THE HINDU PHOTO ARCHIVES

sovereign states. Decolonisation in the
Indian Ocean region was a far more fun-
damental shift than even the end of the
Cold War.

Rather than just a shift in alliances or
a change in power distribution, or the
entrance and departure of new states, it
changed beliefs about the legitimacy of
empire and replaced empire with sove-
reign states. For the first time in centu-
ries, the constituents of the regional
Asian order were essentially identical in
the Indian Ocean, maritime Asia, Eu-
rope, and the rest of the world.

Between eras

Any prognosis based on the present ge-
opolitics of Asia can only be tentative.
That is because we are between eras,
when the old order no longer works
and does not reflect the balance of pow-
er, but the new one is not yet fully
formed. We live in a paradoxical world.
There is little comfort here for those
who wish the world to return to the tra-
jectory it was on before. Nor is there
much comfort for those who wish for a
clear unipolar Asian order, one with a
clear hegemon and the certainties that
come with that, whether they are parti-
sans of China or the United States. I be-
lieve that neither China nor Asia is rea-
dy yet for a China-centred order. China
may have the will and desire but lacks
the objective power, and the United
States seems incapable of exercising
the will, though it may have the power.

Nor is a bipolar order the likely result in
Asia. Instead, the facts of geography
and history — the basis of geopolitics —
will probably result in separate arrange-
ments and fragmented orders in the
subregions of Asia, in East Asia, South-
east Asia, South Asia, the Persian Gulf,
Central Asia, the Levant, and West Asia.
Each of these areas has local or regional
powers that will determine political
and military outcomes, rather than re-
lying on great-power rivalry and
cooperation.

For India, if there ever was a time for
strategic autonomy, for building up na-
tional strength and hard power, and
keeping a cool head, this is it. In con-
fused times like this, it is essential to
keep one’s enemies close and friends
closer — keep the periphery pacified,
stay out of blocs, and work with coali-
tions of powers wherever India’s inter-
ests coincide. This is not a time for dra-
ma, showy events, and the pursuit of
status. India’s power and capabilities
have yet to peak, and no other power
shares its interests. Influence, like pow-
er, is a means to an end. For the con-
ceivable future, the purpose of India’s
external policies is to assist its transfor-
mation, creating an enabling environ-
ment for that task. That requires doing
what successful powers did at similar
stages of development — China in the
1980s and 1990s, the United States from
1880 until the end of the Second World
War, Tudor and Stuart England -

namely, not to overextend ourselves
abroad and to build ourselves at home.
India faces no existential external
threat today. If there is a threat, it is in-
ternal. Letting others carry a costly or
heavy burden is also a strategy. Rather
than seeking a grand and outsize role
abroad, India should do what is most
important, that is, to make it possible
for every Indian to live a safe, prosper-
ous, and dignified life with the oppor-
tunity to realise his or her potential.
That is the only goal worthy of a great
country such as India.

National confidence

India’s future resides in the hands and
heads of all of its citizens. How we as ci-
tizens perceive our situation and
choose to build our narrative deeply af-
fect our future. Free India inherited na-
tional confidence from the freedom
movement, untouched by false pride,
hubris or ego. We sought no apology or
reparations from Great Britain for what
that empire had done to us. Instead, we
set out to build our own future in our
own way. When Nehru chose non-align-
ment, it was with confidence that India
was entering a new era and would grow
into a modern, secular, prosperous,
and safe country for all Indians. That
confidence was bound in a national nar-
rative that accepted history for what it
was, without ridiculous claims, manu-
factured enemies, or exaggerated
boasts. We need some of that confi-

dence and objectivity now, combined
with logic, reason and clarity, if we are
to deal successfully with the world as it
is, building a better India that is true to
itself and its people.

Today, more than ever we need to
strengthen our autonomy while work-
ing with all the major powers and coop-
erating harmoniously with our neigh-
bours. Instead, some Indians are so
worried by the uncertain world that
they suggest India go cap in hand seek-
ing security in alliance with others,
chasing status, glory, and approbation
instead of the welfare and security of
the people. As a result, relations with
our neighbours have seldom been as
difficult as they are now. China and Pa-
kistan have no compunction in acting
together against Indian interests and
sovereignty, and India is being reduced
to a bit player on the international
stage. We have lost five years. Our na-
tional confidence has been replaced by
bravado and extravagant statements.

We need to get back to our roots, to
the clear well springs of our will and
our confidence. India is the country of
Kautilya, Chandragupta Maurya, Char-
vaka, Kalidasa, Panini, Ashoka, Kanish-
ka, Harsha, Akbar, Gandhiji, and Neh-
ru. All of them threw open the windows
of our home to the world. We should ac-
cept no less, no simulacrum of leader-
ship, no prejudices masquerading as
ideas. Some of us have lost the ambition
to think big of ourselves, of India’s role
in the world. Dread and hate replace
reasoned thought, leading to destruc-
tive social conflict in and around India.
We are offered two pictures of our na-
tional destiny. One vision is born of fear
and polarisation and the other of na-
tional self-confidence and ambition.
The former excludes many Indians and
is based on a narrow, intolerant, and
false sense of nationalism. The latter is
a proudly patriotic, tolerant, modern,
progressive, and secular vision of a con-
fident nation that respects all its citi-
zens. The former is inward-looking and
diminishes India in the world. The lat-
ter is a confident India that stands for
something with universal appeal. It is
time we rejected the former and reded-
icated ourselves unambiguously to
making the latter real.

Shivshankar Menon is a former Na-
tional Security Adviser. This essay is de-
rived from his latest book, ‘India and
Asian Geopolitics: The Past, Present’

reedom
S the

SP

Your freedom is ours.

ruth.

Thanks to the bravery of our freedom fighters, we

integrity, and independence. Thank you, India.

have enjoyed the benefits of being a newspaper in
an independent country since 1947. We have been
able to bring honest journalism to our citizens
because of this very blanket of liberty it provides
us. It has given us the courage to stand by the
people and fight for the greater good of this nation.
Here is to many more glorious years of honesty,
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The Indian Union and its bedrock of federalism

It is the strengthening of federal polity and recognition of diversity that has contributed to the uniqueness and vibrancy of Indian democracy

=
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M. VIJAYABASKAR

few weeks ago, leaders of the
Bharatiya Janata Party in Tamil
Nadu took offence when the
tate government referred to
the ruling National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) government as a Union govern-
ment. By a strange semantic twist, they
argued that calling it a Union rather
than Central government smacks of di-
visive politics! The debates that ensued,
and subsequent clarifications by legal
experts on the constitutional sanctity of
the term ‘Union’, highlight a key but
less acknowledged feature of post-inde-
pendent Indian polity. It is the critical
role of federalism in democratising pol-
itical processes and strengthening the
Union.

A ‘holding together’ model

To be sure, the Indian government is
not strictly federal, with subnational un-
its coming together to form a federation
as in the U.S. Rather, it approximates a
‘holding together’ model that ensures
autonomy to subnational units so as to
ensure efficiency in governance and to
represent regional diversity. In fact,
scholars contend that the issue of re-
gional representation is particularly im-
portant in culturally diverse countries
such as India. Noted political scientist
Ashutosh Varshney points out that this
becomes even more compelling when
cultural diversities are mapped on to
distinct territories such as in India, Ca-
nada, Belgium or Nigeria. As the tragic
and bitter experience of Sri Lanka

shows, a failure to do this can end up ac-
tually weakening the country. The argu-
ment that strong subnational govern-
ments can undermine the strength of
the Centre is, therefore, not tenable.

Though cognisant of the need to ac-
commodate India’s diversity, the Indian
Constitution does give more powers to
the Union government. Conceived as it
was in the context of Partition and de-
mand for independent nationhood by
princely States such as Travancore and
Hyderabad, there was a political con-
sensus within the Congress that a strong
central authority is essential for ‘hold-
ing together’. B.R. Ambedkar, chairman
of the Drafting Committee, however, as-
sured that the Constitution is indeed
federal, with the Union and the States
deriving their respective powers and
authority from the Constitution. State
governments are not subnational agents
of the Union government but are go-
vernments in their own right, with a
specific set of powers and responsibili-
ties guaranteed by the Constitution. The
Union government cannot, therefore,
intervene in the domain of State govern-
ments. Nevertheless, the relations are
indeed asymmetrical between the Un-
ion government and the States by de-
sign. Apart from the list of domains
clearly demarcated between the Union
and State governments, the Union go-
vernment has overriding powers in the
subjects listed under the Concurrent
List, and also has primary control in the
residual domains.

Despite such asymmetry of power
and significant lapses, political practice
in India has ensured that such powers
and lapses have been kept in check.
Federal relations had in fact improved
over the years through such practice.
The Union government, for example,
conceded the demand for a linguistic re-
organisation of States in the 1950s when

The Union government conceded the demand for a linguistic reorganisation of
States in the 1950s when the demands became hard to ignore. Picture is of a
conference, in 1955, of Chief Ministers to discuss the recommendations of the
States Reorganisation Commission. =THE HINDU PHOTO ARCHIVES

the demands became hard to ignore. Si-
milarly, in the 1960s, it agreed to post-
pone the declaration of Hindi as the sole
official language until there was consen-
sus among all States. Rather than wea-
kening, such moves actually streng-
thened the Union. On the contrary,
efforts to centralise power
by the Union government
in the 1970s and 1980s gen-
erated centrifugal pres-
sures across several re-
gions. The series of
Centre-State conflicts that

YEAR OF INDEPENDENCE

THE 342 HINDU |

commendations of the Mandal Commis-
sion to initiate affirmative action poli-
cies for Backward Classes but also
established the Inter-State Council as a
constitutional body to address inter-
State conflicts based on federal princi-
ples. Subsequent coalition governments
oversaw the implementa-
tion of major economic re-
forms in the 1990s apart
from passing the Right to
Employment, the Right to
Information, the Right to
Education and the Right to

followed were resolved not
through more centralisa-
tion but through recognition of the
rights and demands of regions. The
emergence of coalition governments
since 1989 played an important role in
this. Contrary to popular perceptions
that they cannot be decisive, coalition
governments were in fact responsible
for landmark decisions that have de-
fined the trajectory of Indian develop-
ment. The government headed by Mr.
V.P Singh not only implemented the re-

Privileging political independence

Gandhiji and Ambedkar realised that Indians weighed the spiritual more over
the social, and they were determined to reverse the trend

DEVDUTT PATTANAIK

ing the nectar of immortality

from Indra’s paradise to liberate
his mother from slavery reminds us of
Greek heroes who go on quests to fight
monsters to liberate damsels in dis-
tress. In Biblical tales, the role of the
Greek hero is taken up by a messiah
who rescues the faithful from slavery or
exile. Our ideas of independence stem
from these stories.

The story of the eagle Garuda steal-

Struggle against an oppressor

To be independent, you need to strug-
gle against an enslaver or an oppressor.
In the case of the Indian nation state,
the oppressor was colonial rule. In the
case of the Hindu Rashtra, the oppres-
sor continues to be Islamic and West-
ern hegemony, manifesting as secula-
rism. In the case of social justice
“woke” warriors, the oppressor is pa-
triarchy that uses language to promote
stifling structures such as race, caste,
religion and gender. What is conve-
niently assumed to be Enlightenment
ideas emerging from the French Revo-
lution is, in fact, an ancient mythic
idea.

The Buddha also sought liberation,
but not from oppressors in society. He
sought liberation from suffering. Not
social suffering but psychological suf-
fering. He was tormented by the idea of
death and decay. His problem was not
with culture; it was with nature, with
life itself. His answer was withdrawing
from culture as well as nature; of reject-
ing social roles and overpowering the
mental craving for pleasure, and fear of
pain. He sought liberty from the world,
unlike current beliefs about liberty in
the world. People who we call “liber-
als” seek freedom in a social sense. The
Buddha sought freedom in a spiritual
sense. It was a different kind of libera-
tion pursued by monastic orders. Their
oppressor was kama (desire) and kar-
ma (destiny).

What is more important? Social in-
dependence or spiritual indepen-
dence? The former depends on people
around you agreeing with you. The lat-
ter is a solitary and autonomous ven-
ture. Students of the Humanities are
taught about “liberty in society”. “Li-
berty from society” is presented as a
“monastic eastern philosophy”. Liber-
ty in society is seen as a realistic practi-
cal public goal; liberty from society is
seen as a spiritual indulgence, a private
affair.

Both forms of independence are, ho-
wever, visualised as war. The war is ex-
ternal or internal. Feminism is a war
against patriarchy. Social justice is a

war against hegemony that privileges
certain elites. The Buddha’s quest for
nirvana is a war against Mara, the de-
mon of desire. Shiva battles Kama, the
god of lust. Vishwamitra battles the
sensuous Menaka. But in the 19th cen-
tury, we find Indian freedom fighters
merging the social battle with the spiri-
tual.

The external battle of Pandavas and
Kauravas was turned into an allegory of
internal struggles by Mahatma Gandhi.
He had successfully used spiritual tech-
niques such as fasting as a tool to
achieve political goals. Likewise, Am-
bedkar turned Buddhism from a mo-
nastic practice to a political practice:
embracing Buddhism was seen as an
act aimed at overthrowing the Brah-
manical hierarchy. The enemy was not
Mara; it was Manu.

Both Gandhiji and Ambedkar were
lawyers, who had read translations of
the Gita and the Buddha’s life. They
realised that Indians privileged the
spiritual over the social, and they were
determined to reverse the trend. The
20th century saw non-violence become
a political tool; monasticism became a

political tool.

b Hindutva has turned Bhakti
from a spiritual practice to a

political movement, seeking to

overpower democracy with

demagoguery.

Similar transformations had oc-
curred before. Sikhism had trans-
formed in the 17th century from a Bhak-
ti school to the military Khalsa
movement against the atrocities of
Mughals. Here, there is a division made
between piri (the spiritual path) and
miri (the political path). But today, the
spiritual is increasingly becoming the
political. The Sikh identity is as much a
spiritual identity as it is a political one,
with the idea of Khalistan inspiring ex-
tremists. The oldest Bhakti poetry of
Alvars and Nayanars is a personal
quest, but now they inform Tamil
nationalism.

Politics of Bhakti

Not to be left behind, Hindutva has
turned Bhakti from a spiritual practice
to a political movement, seeking to
overpower democracy with demagogu-
ery. Unlike Krishna’s Bhakti Yoga,
which seeks to help Arjuna overcome
his doubts and fears, the new political
Bhakti seeks to get unquestioning obe-
dience of its vote bank. People are be-
ing told on WhatsApp groups that they
can prove their devotion to Ram, Krish-
na, and Shiva by always agreeing with
the Hindutva political stance.

The early Christian church spoke of
the Kingdom of God and dissociated it-
self from the Zionist movements
against the Roman Empire. However,
when the Roman Emperor became
Christian, Christianity became a politi-
cal tool to crush political opponents.

The rise of Islam in the 7th Century also
saw a simultaneous and rapid rise of an
empire that overran the Christian West
and the Zoroastrian East, making it dif-
ficult to separate the political from the
spiritual. Nation-states have tried hard
to separate the religious from the polit-
ical, insisting that the religious should
be spiritual not political. But for Amer-
ican voters today, to be Christian is to
vote against liberal and secular move-
ments. The Kingdom of God awaits
those who reject the Communists.

When the private becomes public
We must ask ourselves: how does the
private battle become the public battle,
and why? The Buddha did not seek to
change the world. He was on a personal
quest. But over time, taking care of
Buddhist monks was believed to earn
spiritual merit. So the common man
pursued them. This made them popu-
lar, and even rich. With fame and
wealth came power to influence peo-
ple. And so, Buddhist monks became
political brokers in ancient India, with
the ability to make and overthrow
kings.

We find the same pattern with Sufi
orders across India, in medieval times,
who were sought-after by ambitious
warlords seeking to be independent
sultans. Roman emperors saw in Chris-
tianity a force to mobilise people:
feared at first, appropriated later. The
Hindutva movement sees faith in Hin-
du gods as a force to mobilise people
for political power. The Hindu Rashtra
is like the Promised Land offered by
Moses to the enslaved people of Egypt,
which enables the exodus, but remains
elusive forever.

Spiritual practices turn into religions
when they become social, hence politi-
cal. Ideologies, by contrast, have no
spiritual underpinnings. There is noth-
ing spiritual about equality or social
justice. Spiritual independence is
about overpowering inner demons. Ap-
preciating our anxieties when con-
fronted with external challenges. For
the Buddha, that external challenge
was death and decay. For Arjuna, it was
the horror of having to kill kinsmen.
For Jesus and Sufi mystics, spirituality
meant figuring out our ability to be
kind and compassionate, rather than
controlling and demanding. Today,
these challenges are confronted in the-
rapy sessions with psychologists. Polit-
ics is not about making people kind or
generous. Political independence is
about acquiring the power to get one’s
way, even at the cost of others. Those
who are unable to do so feel oppressed
and continue the pursuit of political in-
dependence. “Liberty from the world”
is seen as a cop-out. “Liberty in the
world” makes us heroes, saviours and
martyrs and seems far more
glamorous.

Devdutt Pattanaik is a mythologist who also
writes on art, culture and heritage

Food Acts that opened up
spaces for democratisation
and social inclusion.

Inspiring initiatives

While coalition governments provided
space for regional voices within the Un-
ion government, policy innovations by
State governments have inspired several
developmental initiatives by the Union
government. The Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA) is inspired by a similar

scheme in Maharashtra launched in the
1970s. The Integrated Child Develop-
ment Services Scheme that simultane-
ously addresses schooling and nutrition
by providing nutritious meals in schools
is modelled after the pioneering mid-
day meals programme launched in Ta-
mil Nadu. Ayushman Bharat is based on
health insurance programmes launched
by State governments such as Karnataka
and Andhra Pradesh. The Pradhan Man-
tri-Kisan Samman Nidhi that supports
small farmers through cash transfers
mimics the Rythu Bandhu scheme of Te-
langana. Importantly, responding to re-
gional political demands, States such as
Tamil Nadu have refrained from adopt-
ing targeted Public Distribution System
policies despite pressure from the Un-
ion government and multilateral agen-
cies. Living through a pandemic, we
now know the pitfalls of targeting in a
transitioning economy such as India,
where economic vulnerabilities can ea-
sily push people into poverty.

Apart from specific policy innova-
tions, inter-State diversity in develop-
ment trajectories also allows for mobi-
lising alternate historical models for
learning.

For example, when growth-centric
interventions in States such as Gujarat
were showcased as the way to ensure
development under neoliberalising
conditions, Tamil Nadu and Kerala sug-
gested otherwise — that prioritising in-
vestments in human development and
democratising opportunities can deliv-
er more inclusive development. Driven
by democratic pressures, such policy
emphasis has also helped counter the
power of dominant development narra-
tives diffused by technocratic elites and
policy think tanks. Schemes often de-
rided as a waste of resources in such
policy circles have subsequently be-
come the hallmark of India’s welfare

Freedom from sedition

Parliamentarians must consider some pressing amendments to the sedition law
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ABHINAV CHANDRACHUD

dence, the time has come for us to

seriously ask whether the law of
sedition in India needs to be reconsi-
dered. According to the National Crime
Records Bureau, in 2019, only 3.3% of
sedition cases culminated in a convic-
tion. This conviction rate is negligible in
contrast to other offences under the In-
dian Penal Code (IPC) like murder
(41.9%) and cheating (22.8%). The num-
ber of sedition cases registered is mi-
croscopic - in 2019, there were only 229
such cases pending investigation as
against 2.84 lakh cases of forgery,
cheating and fraud. However, the fear
that the police might arrest you on
trumped up charges of sedition if you
criticise the government serves as a se-
rious fetter on the fundamental right to
free speech and expression. In 2019,
some 96 people were arrested for sedi-
tion, many of whom might have been
opponents of the government and, sta-
tistically speaking, most of whom will
eventually be acquitted.

Seventy—four years after Indepen-

Sedition in England

The law of sedition was introduced into
the IPC by a colonial government intent
on discriminating against Indians.
Since 1832 in England, sedition had vir-
tually become a dead letter and prose-
cutions were extremely rare. Sedition
in England was a minor offence - a ‘mis-
demeanor’ as opposed to a ‘felony’. It
attracted a sentence of around two
years in prison. It was a ‘bailable of-
fence’, meaning that a person arrested
for sedition had the right to be imme-
diately released on bail. A person
charged with sedition had the right to
be tried by a jury of his or her own
peers, which made it very difficult to se-
cure a conviction. The definition of se-
dition in England, since 1832, was quite
clear - only those who incited violence
against the government or asked their
listeners to take up arms against the go-
vernment could be said to have com-
mitted sedition. Merely criticising the
government, even harshly or unfairly,
was no offence at all.

In 1870, an amendment to the IPC
brought sedition into the statute books
in India. Sedition in India was very dif-
ferent from its counterpart in England.
Here, it was a colonial device meant to
quell even peaceful resistance. It was
made punishable with transportation
to an overseas prison for life - a far cry
from the two-year punishment for the
misdemeanor in England. Indian pa-
triots who were accused of sedition
were not entitled to be tried by a jury of
their peers. Bal Gangadhar Tilak’s trial,
for instance, took place with a racially

architecture.

A federal polity also ensures plurality
of identities and hence helps resist ma-
joritarian mobilisation based on a singu-
lar and exclusionary identity. Amartya
Sen, in fact, makes a strong case for a
multiplicity of identities as key to ex-
panding human freedoms. Identity-
based majoritarian mobilisation, ho-
wever, requires the erasure of such plu-
ral identities. As a result, despite
conditions being more conducive for
federating and a promise to usher in
cooperative federalism by the NDA go-
vernment, processes have actually wor-
sened in recent years. The reduction of
the State of Jammu and Kashmir to Un-
ion Territories, squeezing taxation pow-
ers of State governments, a New Educa-
tion Policy that denies a role for State
governments, arbitrary levy of cess that
is not shared with States, and flexing of
financial and political muscle to direct
policy-making by State governments
have assumed a more systemic tenor.
This shift also appears to be inspired by
a belief that a strong Centre is required
to make India powerful. History, howev-
er, tells us otherwise. As we enter into
the 75th year of Independence, it is
worth recalling that it is the strengthen-
ing of the federal polity and a recogni-
tion of diversity that has contributed to
the vibrancy of Indian democracy. In
fact, States that have made the most
principled demands for subnational au-
tonomy have contributed substantially
to sustain the Constitutional commit-
ment to India’s plural traditions and
ethos. Efforts to learn from such diverse
traditions rather than homogenisation
have sustained our democracy thus far.
M. Vijayabaskar is with the Madras Institute of
Development Studies, and a member of the State
Development Policy Council, Government of
Tamil Nadu. Views are personal

stacked jury of six white and three non-
white jurors, who predictably voted to
convict him by a majority of 6-3.

Sedition in India was made a non-
bailable offence, meaning that those
who were arrested for sedition could
only be released on bail at the discre-
tion of a criminal court - they had no
right to be immediately released on
bail. Further, the definition of sedition
in India was quite different from what it
was in England. Here, merely ‘exciting
disaffection’ against the government
was sufficient to constitute sedition. As
Justice Arthur Strachey of the Bombay
High Court explained to the jury in Ti-
lak’s case, ‘disaffection’ means the ‘ab-
sence of affection’ - in other words,
even if Tilak made his listeners fall out
of love with the government, this was
enough to prosecute and convict him.

The framers of India’s Constitution
were therefore understandably suspi-
cious of sedition. Consequently, though
the fundamental right to free speech
and expression had many exceptions
under the new Constitution of indepen-
dent India, sedition was not one of
them. In Master Tara Singh’s case
(1950), the Punjab High Court held that
Section 124A of the IPC (containing the
law of sedition) was unconstitutional.

However, independent India’s lead-
ers soon found that they had been too
idealistic while drafting the Constitu-
tion. Shortly after it came into force,
State governments were unable to ban
periodicals which had the tendency of
inciting communal riots. In a case de-
cided by the Patna High Court, Justice
Sarjoo Prasad chillingly observed that
the fundamental right to free speech
and expression in the new Constitution
gave to all Indian citizens the right to in-
cite murder and other cognisable of-
fences with impunity. All this led to the
enactment of the first amendment to
the Constitution in June 1951 which,
among other things, introduced a new
exception to the right to free speech
and expression - ‘public order’. Sedi-
tion, an offence which was designed to
preserve the ‘public order’, was now no
longer unconstitutional.

To be sure, after India became inde-
pendent, some improvements were
made to the sedition regime. Jury trials
were abolished, so there was no ques-
tion of sedition cases being tried before
racially loaded juries. In a case decided
in 1962 (Kedar Nath Singh v. State of Bi-
har), the Supreme Court adopted the
definition of sedition which had been in
vogue in England. Now, only a person
who incites others to take up arms
against the government or to violently
overthrow the government can be said
to have committed sedition.

Repressive features remain
However, many of the colonially repres-
sive features of the law of sedition re-
main on the statute books in India. Se-
dition is still punishable with life
imprisonment and a non-bailable of-
fence. Perhaps most startlingly, when
the new Code of Criminal Procedure
was enacted in independent India in
1974, it made sedition a cognisable of-
fence. A cognisable offence is one in
which a police officer can investigate
the case and arrest the accused without
obtaining a warrant from a magistrate.
In other words, while the police in colo-
nial India needed a warrant from a ma-
gistrate before they could arrest Tilak,
the police in independent India can
freely arrest the political opponents of
the government on trumped up charg-
es of sedition, without any hope of
eventually securing a conviction.

Sedition in England was formally
abolished in 2009, though it had be-
come obsolete much before that time.
However, even if India’s parliamentar-
ians want to keep sedition on the sta-
tute books, they must seriously consid-
er some pressing amendments. By
making sedition a bailable and non-cog-
nisable offence, and reducing the pun-
ishment to a maximum of two years’
imprisonment, they must bring the law
in line with what it was in England since
1832.

Abhinav Chandrachud is an advocate at the
Bombay High Court and the author of ‘Republic
of Rhetoric: Free Speech and the Constitution of
India’

Thisqu‘df was originally uploade)o Brills ExpressOfficial (https://t.me/The_Hindu_Express) before anyone else. Don't forget to join backup L)nnel @ThehinduOOO mno-noe



THE HINDU e
SUNDAY, AUGUST 15, 2021

1947 -

2021

Scientific temper as key

The channels of communication between scientists and society remain limited

GAGANDEEP KANG

ndian scientists engaged in science,

contributing to the understanding

of the natural world and develop-

ing approaches and technologies to
measure or change outcomes well be-
fore the Scientific Revolution that be-
gan in Europe in 1543. Whether it was
the more than two millennia-old Cha-
raka Sambhita or the Jantar Mantars of
Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh II, science,
technologies and their applications
were embedded in the larger fabric of
India well before British rule. During
colonial rule, while it was not a priority
to nurture Indian science, universities
were established in major cities. J.N.
Tata and the Regent Queen of Mysore
laid the ground for the founding of the
I1Sc in 1909. When India became inde-
pendent, 32 new educational and
scientific establishments were set up in
15 years and served as model
institutions.

Science for development
As India strove to throw off the legacy
of the British, the political leadership,
influenced strongly by the
builders of the nuclear and
space programmes in In-
dia, recognised the need
for science for develop-
ment. In 1958, the Govern-
ment published its Scientif-
ic Policy Resolution, which

Q

YEAR OF INDEPENDENCE
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institutions outside of universities that
offer a more diverse education.’ =muraL
KUMAR K.

dependence, India had leading colonial
scientists, such as the botanist Father
Eugene Lafont, who partnered with
others to establish the Indian Associa-
tion for the Cultivation of Science, and
J.J. Evershed in the Nilgiris after whom
the Evershed flow effect in the chro-
mosphere is named. But there were al-
so internationally recognised Indian
scientists such as K.S. Krishnan, C.V.
Raman and others who developed their
fields but largely on an individual basis.
In independent India, the move from
competitive individualism to institu-
tion building was supported by the go-
vernment and its policies.

Problem of opportunities
Following the expansive phase after In-
dependence, there has been an explo-
sion of new institutions in the 21st Cen-
tury, with successful models such as
the IITs and the AIIMS being
replicated, and new ones
™ such as the IISER being
created. These expansions
were needed to keep pace
with an expanding popula-
, tion and a changing world,
| but is the trajectory of

stated, “The dominating
feature of the contemporary world is
the intense cultivation of science on a
large scale, and its application to meet
a country’s requirements.” When the
fundamental duties were added to the
Constitution in 1976 through Article
51A, the eighth duty stated: “It shall be
the duty of every citizen of India to de-
velop the scientific temper, humanism
and the spirit of inquiry and reform.”
This made the Constitution one of the
few that requires the spirit of inquiry
and scientific temper as a foundational
aspect of society. Jawaharlal Nehru, in
The Discovery of India, writes, “Scientif-
ic temper is a way of life — an individual
and social process of thinking and act-
ing which uses a scientific method
which may include questioning, ob-
serving reality, testing, hypothesising,
analysing and communicating.”
Scientific temper can be viewed
through two lenses — one of the tradi-
tional scientific community and the
other of society as a whole. Before In-

science and our approach
to scientific temper what is needed to
change India’s place in the global
science arena? India has been climbing
the rankings of countries in terms of
publications. However, the quality of
the publications and their acceptance
in the highest tiers of publications as
well as their utility remain under-
whelming. Students from our best insti-
tutions leave India as soon as they grad-
uate. Scientific communities bewail the
lack of post-doctoral positions and ca-
reer opportunities for early stage scien-
tists. The government has responded
by creating fellowships and early ca-
reer contractual faculty positions. But
these are the refuge of largely those
who for social reasons are unable to
move or those who cannot find oppor-
tunities outside India.

Beyond academia too, there is lack
of readiness for other employment
among science and technology grad-
uates and doctorates. Innovation re-
quires both fundamental discovery and

its applications. We built many of our
research institutions outside of univer-
sities that offer a more diverse educa-
tion. Until recently, industry collabora-
tions were looked down on as
something done by scientists who
could not make the cut within their
own basic research fields or as consti-
tuting a conflict of interest. Stand-alone
institutions and the lack of linkages
mean that we have neither the critical
mass for academic competitive excel-
lence in many fields or the ecosystems
for innovation.

There are attempts towards change.
The Science, Technology and Innova-
tion Policy of 2020 states that in order
for India to “march ahead on a sustain-
able development pathway... towards
achieving an ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’, a
greater emphasis may be needed on
developing traditional knowledge sys-
tems, developing indigenous technolo-
gies and encouraging grassroots inno-
vations”. The CSIR and the
Departments of S&T and Biotechnology
have attempted to advance science
through their schemes, but intentions
needed to backed by resources at scale.

The COVID-19 pandemic resulted in
increased resources as well as an
awareness of science in society. When
newspapers track numbers and try to
decipher what they mean, it is an op-
portunity to communicate the value of
science and counter the challenges
brought about by a lack of scientific
temper. This need was recognised by
many ‘peoples’ science movements’ of
the 1970s, similar to the Kerala Sasthra
Sahithya Parishad established in 1962.
This issue of ‘escape into magical be-
liefs and instant solutions’ was and is
recognised by scientists too, but their
channels of communication with socie-
ty remain limited, reflected in wide
spread disinformation during the pan-
demic with the burgeoning of beliefs in
unproven methods of treatment.

Are science and scientists trusted
and heard in India? Our space and nu-
clear programmes are lauded and
trusted. They, and some fields of math-
ematics and chemistry, grew because
of individuals who persuaded the go-
vernment to invest in institutions and
support them outside of the bureaucra-
cy. Other fields have not done as well,
with society or with government.

Can we survive as a society without a
scientific temper? Yes, we can. We can
continue to accept what is developed
and learned in other parts of the world
without necessarily contributing to the
process of discovery and development.
The real question is, can we thrive as a
society without scientific temper?

Gagandeep Kang is a Professor at Christian
Medical College, Vellore

Develop a sporting culture

Independence Day is a reminder of the role of sport in nation building

-

VISWANATHAN ANAND

aking it big in international
M sport is never easy. If you have
someone to look up to, a role
model, it helps. But you could do won-
derful things without one, too. Remem-

ber, somebody has to reach there first.

The climb to the top

When I started playing chess, India did
not have a Grandmaster [it is the ulti-
mate title denoting a player’s strengthl].
I saw it as a nice challenge to attempt.
In some sense, that there had been no
Indian Grandmaster made it easier for
me, because there was no pressure on
me to do it. I knew it would be nice to
achieve it, but it was not as if I was
obliged to do it.

I wanted to be better at chess and
there was no way I could have done it
without becoming a Grandmaster in
the process. It was, of course, tough
getting the title. I had to play all those
tournaments and needed to get a cer-
tain number of points in order to get a
norm [one required three norms]. It
was a struggle for me, from 1985 till the
end of 1987, when I finished my title. It
was something that occupied most of
my thoughts those days. When I was in
school, the first thing I thought of after
finishing my examinations was about
how to become a Grandmaster.

I was lucky that there were so many
good tournaments in India then, in
places such as Calcutta, Bhilwara and
Coimbatore. Maybe there were not as
many events as we have now, but I had
the opportunities to make my norms.
When I was finding it hard to complete
my title, Stewart Reuben, an arbiter,
told me, “One day you will get your title
without even thinking about it.” And
that is how I got it after so many close
misses, by scoring the final norm at the
Sakthi Finance tournament in Coimba-
tore. The title meant a lot to me.

It was acclaimed across the country
as a big achievement. And it was per-
haps my third big jump in fame. The
first was in 1983 when I won the Nation-
al sub-juniors and qualified for the
men’s event. Suddenly, the principal
was talking about me in the school as-
sembly, and other boys told me that
they have seen my picture in the new-
spaper. The second was in 1987, when I
won the World Juniors; I was on the
magazine covers and I remember giv-
ing a lot of interviews, almost non-stop.

Hockey sports hostel students in Bhubaneshwar celebrate the Indian men's team
bronze medal at the Tokyo Olympics. =BiswaRANJAN ROUT

O‘You can have all the stadiums
you want, but what is the
point if you do not play any sport?
Every city, town and village should
have sporting arenas for people to
come and play.

It is nice to notice that India now has 69
Grandmasters (only four countries
have more). After winning the World
junior and getting the Grandmaster tit-
le, I started getting invitations to the
tournaments in Europe. I knew my ca-
reer had moved on to the next stage.

It is important to have parental sup-
port if you’re a child trying to build a
career in sport. My parents would
probably have wondered whether I
would be able to make a living out of
chess. But I think they knew that it was
wrong not to support me.

When I began playing, there wasn’t
a system in place in Indian chess, like
they had in countries such as the erst-
while Soviet Union. I developed my
game naturally but that was an inno-
cent time, when one did not need so
much training. A system does help; it
mabkes life easier for any sportsperson.

Performance in Tokyo

It was a pleasant surprise to see India
winning seven medals at the Tokyo
Olympics. And it was heartening to
watch Neeraj Chopra winning the gold.
There were, of course, more highlights
for India, such as the hockey team se-
curing a medal after 41 years, P.V. Sind-
hu getting her second Olympics medal
and the heartwarming shows from the
likes of Lovlina Borgohain and Mirabai
Chanu. We should also be proud of In-
dia’s women’s hockey players and gol-
fer Aditi Ashok. They performed ex-
ceptionally well to come so close to
winning medals. It is nice that there
have been so many individual success
stories for India in Tokyo. Let us hope
that we can build on the good show.

[ndia’s North-east, from the periphery to the core

Freedom is set to become more meaningful for the citizens of the eight sister States

A

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA

s I sit down to write this piece, the
AAssam Assembly is in session. Ma-

ny important and transforma-
tional pieces of legislation are being
passed. Some are regulatory, but most
of them relate to the developmental
agenda of the State, to take Assam
among the top five states of the country
in the next five years.

I have completed more than three de-
cades in public life. I have been blessed
with multiple opportunities to work for
the people of the North-east — Assam in
particular — in various capacities. Many
milestones have been achieved. Many
challenges remain — some very critical,
given the unique geography of the re-
gion. However, I am convinced that
most of our disabilities emanate from
historical and legacy factors which have
hindered our growth.

The last seven years of the National
Democratic Alliance regime have been
truly transformational for us in the re-
gion. Today, the stage seems set, for a
higher growth trajectory, for the entire
north-east region.

Before we proceed further, a peep in-
to the history of our geography — North-
east India — looks relevant.

History of neglect

From the Mahabharata, till the begin-
ning of the Islamic rule, the entire
North-east had close cultural and eco-
nomic linkages with the rest of Bharat
Varsha. This relationship took a hostile
turn around seven centuries ago when
Islamic invaders began to seize control
of Delhi. For the next 500 years, our an-
cestors continued to fight multiple bat-
tles, including the legendary battles of
Saraighat and Itakhuli, to keep the Isla-
mist invaders out of the North-east. As-
sam’s cultural and religious monuments

were destroyed by the invaders. Unfor-
tunately, Assam’s heroic struggle
against these barbaric attacks found no
mention in history books. The then un-
divided Assam was one of the most ar-
dent participants against the colonial
struggle, but the narratives of Assam,
particularly events such as Phulaguri
Dhawa, Patharughator Ran, and the im-
mense contributions of Rani Gaidinliu,
Tirat Singh, Kushal Konwar, Kanaklata
Barua and many more find no
resonance.

Colonial rule saw an exploitative ad-
ministration that was solely focused on
the economic exploitation of tea and
rubber. Demarcation of inner lines was
based on revenue capability and not on
the basis of ethnic and cultural consid-
erations. On the other hand, since the
1935 Act, the British launched a cultural
project to ‘civilize’ various tribes of the
North-east. Nonetheless, beginning
from the Phulaguri Dhawa to the Garo-
Jaintia rebellion to the Quit India Move-
ment, the brave people fought valiantly.
British rule sowed the seeds for inter-re-
gional disputes and communal politics.
This unfair trend was taken further by
the Congress party in the decades
ahead.

Congress’s neglect of core issues

India’s North-east, or the then undivid-
ed Assam, is a classic case how a vi-
brant, regionally connected region with
high rate of economic growth of 4%
above the national growth rate could be
turned into a peripheral, landlocked
zone by a process of neglect and policy
paralysis by then successive ruling Con-
gress dispensations. Disruption of tradi-
tional routes of trade, commerce and
connectivity; Delhi’s insensitivity to-
wards Assam, a calibrated and disad-
vantageous model of Partition in the
eastern sector, the great earthquake,
non-cognisance of Assam’s claim over
economic resources, top down plan-
ning and development model, continu-
ous neglect of Assam’s immigration and
identity issue made the North-east re-
gion a peripheral zone both in terms of
development framework and national
imagination. In all critical issues such as

O Cities are now seeing a vibrant

nightlife due to the remarkable
improvement in law and order. For
the first time, every North-east State
will be connected by rail links.

Centre-State federal relations, refugee
crisis, control over resources such as
oil, tea and timber, illegal immigration
issues and crucial internal and external
security issues, the region faced a situa-
tion of ‘internal colonialism’ from its
own government sitting in Delhi.

The neglect from Delhi is epitomised
on multiple occasions. The year is 1962.
I am referring to Nehru’s insensitive atti-
tude towards Assam in the context of
the Chinese attack.

I can say that the history of the North-
east will never be kind to the Congress
party and its leaders. I myself was a part
of the Congress party for several years
but I realised that successive leadership
of the party had a clear interest to keep
the region under-developed, neglected,
and divided. Until 2014, Delhi har-

boured a strange theory that rapid crea-
tion of infrastructure in the border
areas could provoke our neighbours,
hence many villages were purposefully
kept outside power and road grids for
several decades even after Indepen-
dence.

Ushering in peace
The entire development philosophy of
the region changed after the coming of
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) govern-
ment under Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, and later subsequently under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. For the
first time, under Mr. Vajpayee, North-
east India began to get a transparent
deal, of development and progress. This
was the time when the central govern-
ment created a separate, dedicated De-
partment of Development of North-
Eastern Region (DoNER) to ensure all-
round development. This was also the
time when the East-West connectivity
corridor was launched.

The biggest priority of the BJP has

been to bring the curtain down on long
drawn conflict which have jeopardised
our past, burdened our present and
threatened our future. Inspite of having
a Prime Minister from Assam, Assam
was deprived of its due in oil royalty
which was rectified by the BJP govern-
ment. Manipur’s longest economic
blockade came to an end after the in-
stallation of the first BJP government in
the State. The formation of NEDA,
which I am closely associated with, was
a significant step to help resolve several
of these disputes and give greater voice
to the various stakeholders of the
North-east.

The Bodo Accord, the LBA with Ban-
gladesh, the NLFT agreement and the
Bru-Reang Agreement are cases to
point. Since 2014, insurgency-related in-
cidents have reduced by 80%, civilian
deaths have reduced by 99% and over
3,000 militants have surrendered since.

These anti-insurgency operations
have not happened in isolation. They
have been accompanied by improved
governance on the ground, choking the
smuggling route through better policing
and a genuine political will to bring
peace and demonstrated intention to
devolve power to the people via Auto-
nomous Councils.

All this is happening under the gui-
dance of Home Minister, Amit Shah. Mr.
Shah has handheld each one of us in the
region — it is a touch of healing, and im-
portantly, of support.

I will briefly touch on the border is-
sues. These disputes emerged after
States such as Nagaland, Meghalaya,
Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram were
carved out of undivided Assam without
delineating the border — the issue was
kept open for the posterity to resolve.
Given that all North-eastern States are
now ruled by non-Congress govern-
ments, we now have a sincere chance to
put the past behind us.

Future growth engines

The region has been witnessing a mas-
sive infrastructural innovation. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has been perso-
nally monitoring the implementation of

This edition of the Olympics is a mil-
estone for Indian sport. You can praise
the athletes as much as you want to.
They deserve it. Winning seven Olym-
pic medals is unprecedented for India.
But when we say unprecedented suc-
cess, we should remember it is for In-
dia, not for other countries. Many of
them have been doing much better
than us for so long. I feel seven is not
the right number for us, though it is
better than six, the number of medals
India won at the 2012 Olympics in Lon-
don, our previous best. Let this be a
first step rather than an opportunity to
go overboard with celebrations.

Sporting culture

But I think what Indian sport needs
most is a sporting culture. You can
have all the stadiums you want, but
what is the point if you do not play any
sport? Every city, town and village
should have sporting arenas for people
to come and play. Sport must be a part
of life. The Government could do so-
mething about it. We must realise that
just being a spectator is not enough.
Having lived for a long time in Europe, I
can say that we need a long way to go
when it comes to sporting culture.
Then the government, the various
sports bodies, private foundations and
sponsors could create more athletes.
They should ensure that the best ath-
letes get the support when they need it,
for careers in sports are short.

Indian sport began its journey long
ago. Slowly the pieces are coming to-
gether. We should continue doing that
if we want to go forward. As we cele-
brate Independence Day, we are re-
minded of the role of sport in nation
building. Sport is one of those few
things that could make a lot of citizens
of a country happy at the same time, as
we have just seen with the Olympics.
Viswanathan Anand is a five-time World chess
champion. (As told to P.K. Ajith Kumar)

these projects. The BJP firmly believes
that politics in democracy is a tool, an
opportunity to serve the people and the
nation. It was this vision with which the
BJP fought the Assembly polls in Tripu-
ra and dismantled the Left Front go-
vernment of 25 years. The NDA Govern-
ment restored people’s faith and
launched a series of development pro-
jects in the region.

The North-east is now experiencing
freedom in the true sense. Not recently,
cities across the North-east would shut
down after sunset, power supply would
be erratic and roads were notoriously
horrible. Cities are now seeing a vibrant
nightlife due to the remarkable im-
provement in law and order. For the
first time, every North-east State will be
connected by rail. Air connectivity has
improved tremendously. The Prime Mi-
nister has ensured that the North-east
becomes the fulcrum of India’s Act East
Policy. The Kaladan Multi-modal Tran-
sit Transport Project, the India-Myan-
mar-Thailand Trilateral Highway Pro-
ject, Rhi-Tiddim Road Project, and
several other projects will strengthen
our Act East Policy. In Assam, we have
made tremendous progress in health
and education parameters. From being
a remote region riddled with insurgen-
cy, the North-east is entering in a phase
of rapid growth and stability.

I am very confident about the future
of the North East. I foresee a growing
contribution of the North-eastern States
to National GDP and we will collectively
work to ensure India becomes a $5 tril-
lion economy. We are celebrating our
75th Independence Day with a strong
belief that freedom is set to become
more meaningful for our five crore fel-
low citizens who live in our eight sister
States [Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Ma-
nipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Tripura and Sikkim]. It is important we
recollect the past and ensure that we do
not repeat any of the historical mistakes
in the present or the future.

Himanta Biswa Sarma is the Chief Minister
of Assam
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‘Classy Root puts England ahead

Bairstow chips in with a fifty as the home team takes a 27-run lead

TV PICKS

England vs India: 2nd Test,
day 4, Sony Six & Sony Ten 3
(SD & HD), 3.30 p.m.

TNPL 2021 (flnal) Star
Sports 2 (SD & HD), 7.30 p.m.
Premier League: SS Select 1
(SD & HD), 6.30 p.m. & 9
p.m.

IN BRIEF

'Neeraj has fever but
tests negative for COVID'
NEW DELHI

Olympic champion javelin
thrower Neeraj Chopra has
developed high fever over
the past few days after
returning to the country to a
rousing welcome following
his historic feat at the Tokyo
Games, but he has tested
negative for COVID. “He has
tested COVID-19 negative,
but we have put all his
engagements on hold for the
time being," a source privy to
the development said. eI

Lahiri recovers well

to stay in the hunt
GREENSBORO (USA)

Indian golfer Anirban Lahiri
recovered well towards the
end of the second round to
ensure weekend action at the
Wyndham Championship
here. Lahiri carded a 69 for
the day after a first round 70.
At 4-under, he is now placed
T-41st. Russell Henley (64)
has a four-stroke lead
halfway through. pmi

Bopanna loses

TORONTO

Rohan Bopanna and lvan
Dodig of Croatia lost to third
seeds Rajeev Ram and Joe
Salisbury 4-6, 6-3, [10-4] in
the doubles quarterfinals of
the $3,487,915 ATP tennis
tournament.

The results: $3,487,915 ATP,
Toronto: Doubles
(quarterfinals): Rajeev Ram
(US) & Joe Salisbury (GBR) bt
Ivan Dodig (Cro) & Rohan
Bopanna 4-6, 6-3, [10-4].
$100,000 ITF women,
Landisville (US): Singles
(pre-quarterfinals):
Katarzyna Kawa (Pol) bt
Ankita Raina 6-3, 6-7(4), 6-4.

INDIA IN ENG

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LONDON

England captain Joe Root
continued his dream run
with an artistic 22nd
hundred to ensure a morale-
boosting first innings lead as
the second Test against India
is poised for an interesting
finish in the next couple of
days.

Root (180 n.o.), who
scored his second successive
hundred of this series, took
England from a position of
weakness to strength with
the first innings total of 391
after India scored 364 in
their first essay.

Distinction

En route his 321-ball knock,
Root became the first En-
gland captain to hit five hun-
dreds in a season and also
complete a personal miles-
tone of 9,000 Test runs
while clinically annihilating
the Indian attack which has
till now failed to crack the
‘Root Code’.

If these records were not
enough, he is also now the
first English captain with six
150-plus scores, a testimony
to his knack of hitting ‘Dad-
dy Hundreds’.

Mohammed Siraj (30-7-
94-4) had the most number
of wickets but bowled too
many boundary balls in that
first session along with Mo-
hammed Shami (26-3-94-2),
who would like to forget this
innings in a hurry.

0ld workhorse Ishant
Sharma (24-4-69-3) once
again did his part but at
times looked tired in his later
spells although the in-cutter
that cleaned up Jos Buttler
(23) would be any pacer’s
dream.

Root has now a reduced
backfoot trigger movement
and the front-foot rather
than going across the off-
stump moves a shade to-
wards middle-stump. This
slight tweak gives more

el ot S AN

At his best: Root asserted hlmself asa contemporary Test great with a superb ton.

chance of playing the drives
through the off-side.

Jonny Bairstow (57 off 107
balls) did help him with a 121
run stand for the fourth
wicket.

Root’s gameplan actually
upset India’s strategy as the
first hour on third morning
produced 54 runs with a flur-
ry off boundaries coming off
Siraj and Shami.

Kohli’s decision to not
start with Ishant or Bumrah
first-up didn’t help the cause
as runs leaked easily in the
form of cover and square
drives and along with the
whip through mid-wicket
region.

Root started the first ses-
sion with a square drive off
Siraj to reach his third suc-
cessive fifty plus score in the
series.

After a wicketless first ses-
sion, India did enjoy some
good moments when Siraj
got Bairstow with a bumper
and Ishant bowled Buttler
but Moeen Ali was again gi-
ven loose balls.

Rajkumar retained men’s coach

Prabhakar is bowling coach; Ajay Sharma in charge of u-19

CRICKET

RAKESH RAO
NEW DELHI

Dronacharya Awardee and
Virat Kohli’s coach Rajkumar
Sharma retained his spot as
Delhi men’s coach as the
Delhi and District Cricket As-
sociation (DDCA) an-
nounced its list of coaches,
selection committees and
support staff for the 2021-22
season.

However, the appoint-
ment of former India cricke-
ter Ajay Sharma as under-19
coach has come as a sur-

prise. Another former Test
cricketer Manoj Prabhakar is
the State bowling coach
across age-groups.

The list: Coaches: Men: Rajku-
mar Sharma (chief), Gursharan
Singh (batting) and Parvinder
Awana (bowling); Under-23:
Bantu Singh (chief), Hitesh
Sharma (batting), V. Arvind
(bowling).

Under-19: Ajay Sharma (chief),
Sumeet Dogra (batting) and
Shankar Saini (bowling); Un-
der-16: Vijay Bahadur (chief),
Narender Negi (batting) and
Abhinav Bali (bowling); Un-
der-14: Mahesh Sharma (chief),
Chetan Sharma (batting) and

Kartar Nath (bowling).

Women: Suman Sharma (chief),
Ragini Malhotra (batting) and
Khyati Gulani (fielding); Un-
der-23: Neeru (chief), Neha
Tanwar (batting) and Rishit Sai-
ni (bowling); Under-19: Latika
Kumari (chief), Mandeep Kaur
(batting) and Kuldeep Rawat
(bowling).

Bowling coach: Manoj Prabha-
kar (men and women across
age-groups).

High performance fitness di-
rector: Rajat Sharma (men and
WOmen across age-groups).
Selection committees: Men:
Ashu Dani (chair), Chetnya
Nanda and Rajeev Vinayak. Ju-

Indian compound archers sizzle

ARCHERY

SPORTS BUREAU
WROCLAW
Indian compound cadet
archers made a clean sweep
of team titles in the World
youth archery champion-
ships here on Saturday.
Priya Gurjar, Parneet Kaur
and Ridhu Senthilkumar
combined to take the wo-

men’s team gold with a com-
prehensive 228-216 win over
Turkey.

Priya and Kushal Dalal
joined hands to help India
beat USA 155-152 and pocket
the mixed team crown.

Priya is the first Indian
archer to win three medals
in a World youth event.

The results:
Compound:

Gold medal

matches: Cadet women's team:
India bt Turkey 228-216; Cadet
men's team: India bt USA
233-231

Cadet mixed team: India bt
USA 155-152; Cadet women's
individual: Priya Gurjar lost to
Selene  Rodriguez  (Mex)
136-139.

Bronze medal match: Cadet
women's individual: Parneet
Kaur bt Hallie Boulton (Gbr)
140-135.

o iy o

From 341/5, there was
lower-order slump which
had England at 358 for eight
before Root played a flick off
Siraj to give his team the
lead.

In unsavoury incidents, a
bottle cork was hurled at
K.L. Rahul from the specta-
tors stand during the pre-
lunch session while an En-
glish fan dressed in India kit
entered the field before tea,
on Saturday.
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Shaw, Suryakumar join
Meanwhile, Young opener
Prithvi Shaw and flamboyant
batsman Suryakumar Yadav,
who were included in the
Test squad for the series,
have joined the Indian team
here.

“Prithvi Shaw and Surya-
kumar Yadav have complet-
ed their quarantine period
and have joined the team at
Lord’s,” the BCCI’'s media
team stated.

SCOREBOARD

INDIA — 1st INNINGS
364 (in 126.1 overs)
ENGLAND- 1st INNINGS

Rory Burns lbw b Shami 49
(136b, 7x4), Dominic Sibley c
Rahul b Siraj 11 (44b, 1x4),
Haseeb Hameed b Siraj O (7b),
Joe Root (not out) 180 (321b,
18x4), Jonny Bairstow c Kohli b
Siraj 57 (101b, 7x4), Jos Buttler
b Ishant 23 (42b, 4x4), Moeen
Ali ¢ Kohli b Ishant 27 (72b,
4x4), Sam Curran ¢ Rohit b
Ishant O (7b), Ollie Robinson
Lbw b Siraj 6 (22b, 1x4), Mark
Wood run out 5 (23b), James

nior men: Mohan Chaturvedi
(chair), Pradeep Chawla and
Rajinder Singh Chawla.

Women: Jaya Sharma (chair),
Asha Rawat and Renuka Dua.
Junior women: Amita Sharma
(chair), Deepti Dhyani and Van-
dana Gupta.

Physiotherapists: Parmeet
Singh (men), Gajendra Kumar
(u-23), Sohrab Sharma (u-19),
Badrinath Prathi (u-16 & u-14,
rehabilitation coordinator for
all men's teams); Deepak Surya
(incharge, women's teams), Su-
rya Patel (women), Khyati Shar-
ma (junior women), Sumit Sax-
ena (COVID Control Officer with
State teams).
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Parneet, Priya and Ridhu
Senthilkumar...hitting the
bull's eye.

= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Salazaar well tuned to deliver in Nizam’s Gold Cup

HYDERABAD: Trainer Irfan
Ghatala’s ward Salazaar, who is in
fine nick, should score over his
rivals in the Nizam’s Gold Cup (Gr.
2), the chief event of Sunday’s
(Aug. 15) races. Rails will be an-
nounced one hour before the first
race.

BAKHTAWAR PLATE (DIV. 1)

(1,200m) (Terms) Maiden, 3-y-o
only (Cat. II), 1.30 p.m.: 1. Flying
Rudolf (2) Kiran Naidu 56, 2. NR 1
Sport (5) Uday Kiran P 56, 3. Sharp
Mind (6) P. Gaddam 56, 4. Sye Ra
(4) Ajeeth Kumar 56, 5. Wallop
And Gallop (7) Deepak Singh 56, 6.
Ashwa Pushkin (11) Ashad Asbar
54.5, 7. Good Tidings (1) A.A.
Vikrant 54.5, 8. Joy O Joy (9) Surya
Prakash 54.5, 9. Muaser (3) Nakhat
Singh 54.5, 10. Neffereti (10) Md.
Ismail 54.5 and 11. Siri (8) B.R. Ku-
mar 54.5.
1. MUASER, 2. ASHWA PUSHKIN,
3. WALLOP AND GALLOP

BAKHTAWAR PLATE (DIV. II)

(1,200m) (Terms) Maiden, 3-y-0
only (Cat. II), 2.05: 1. Jean Lafette
(4) P.S. Chouhan 56, 2. Paladino
(11) Kiran Naidu 56, 3. Special Ef-
fort (5) Nakhat Singh 56, 4. Unsung
Hero (2) Uday Kiran P 56, 5. Ahanu
(6) P. Gaddam 54.5, 6. Deccan

Valour (3) Md. Ismail 54.5, 7. Hard
To Toss (1) Ashad Asbar 54.5, 8.
Miss Little Angel (8) Akshay Kumar
54.5,9. NRIStyle (7) A.A. Vikrant
54.5, 10. Reining Queen (10)
Gaurav Singh 54.5 and 11. Shelly
Anne (9) Santosh Raj N R 54.5.

1. JEAN LAFETTE, 2. MISS LITTLE
ANGEL, 3. HARD TO TOSS

MICA EMPRESS PLATE (1,200m)

rated 40 to 65 (Cat. II), 2.40: 1.
Sporting Smile (3) R.S. Jodha 60, 2.
Lagos (2) Akshay Kumar 59.5, 3.
Southern Legacy (9) Ajinkya 58, 4.
Xfinity (7) Nakhat Singh 57, 5.
Scramjet (5) P.S. Chouhan 55.5, 6.
Chuckit (10) Gaurav Singh 54.5, 7.
City Of Blossom (6) A.A. Vikrant
54, 8. N R I Magic (4) Uday Kiran P
52.5, 9. Mystery (1) B. Nikhil 51.5
and 10. Lockhart (8) P. Gaddam 51.
1. SCRAMJET, 2. LAGOS, 3. XFINITY

RAM TILAK PLATE (1,200m)

Maiden, 4-y-o & upward, rated
20 to 45 (Cat. III), 3.15: 1. Amyra (1)
Gaurav Singh 60.5, 2. Just Incred-
ible (4) B.R. Kumar 60, 3. Flying Jet
(12) Santosh Raj N R 58.5, 4. Star
Dancer (8) Kiran Naidu 55.5, 5.
Fashion Universe (11) Akshay Ku-
mar 53, 6. Southern Lady (7) S.S.
Tanwar 53, 7. Lifetime (9) Surya
Prakash 52.5, 8. One For All (6)

Rafique Sk 52.5, 9. Win Vision
(2) Ajit Singh 52.5, 10. Air Salute
(10) N.B. Kuldeep 52, 11.
Healthandhappiness (13) B.
Nikhil 52, 12. Moringa (3) P. Gad-
dam 52 and 13. Lightning Fairy
(5) Nakhat Singh 50.

1. FASHION UNIVERSE,

2. AMYRA, 3. JUST INCREDIBLE
5. BROWN JACK PLATE (1,400m)
rated 20 to 45 (Cat. III), 3.50: 1.
By The Bay (5) P.S. Chouhan 60,
2. Mark My Day (7) B.R. Kumar
60, 3. Siyavash (3) Ashad Asbar
59, 4. Good Connection (10) S.
Zervan 58, 5. Royal Pal (9) Na-
kaht Singh 54, 6. N R I Blue (Ex:
Blue Cruise) (11) B. Nikhil 53.5, 7.
Urvasi (1) Koushik 53.5, 8.
Dream Jewel (12) Ajit Singh 52.5,
9. Starwalker (2) P. Gaddam
52.5, 10. Crackershow (4)
Rafique Sk 52, 11. Flamingo
Fame (6) G. Naresh 52 and 12.
Lorena (8) Md. Ismail 51.5.

1. GOOD CONNECTION,

2. BY THE BAY, 3. SIYAVASH

NIZAM’S GOLD CUP (Gr. 2)
(2,000m) (Terms), 4-y-0 &
upward, 4.25: 1. Salazaar (6)
Sandesh 56, 2. Taimur (5)
Bhawani 55, 3. Point To Prove
(2) P. Sai Kumar 53.5, 4. North

Star (4) P.S. Chouhan 52, 5.
Roaring Tiger (1) Zervan 52, 6.
Alluring Silver (3) Akshay Kumar
50.5 and 7. Bisate (7) Neeraj
50.5.

1. SALAZAAR, 2. ALLURING SIL-
VER, 3. ROARING TIGER

STAR HAVEN PLATE

(1,200m), rated upto 25 (Cat.
1II), 5.00: 1. Alluri’s Pride (Ex:
Shivalik Meadow) (3) Akshay Ku-
mar 62, 2. Hurricane (13) B.R.
Kumar 62, 3. Astronaut (12) P.
Gaddam 61.5, 4. Amaretto (1)
Rafique Sk 60.5, 5. Berkeley (4)
Gaurav Singh 60.5, 6. Acadian
Angel (9) Kiran Naidu 57.5, 7. Big
Day (10) Nakhat Singh 57.5, 8.
Turf Monarch (6) Md. Ismail
57.5, 9. That’s My Speed (2) B.
Nikhil 57, 10. Ice Berry (7) C.P.
Bopanna 53.5, 11. Moka (11) Ajit
Singh 53.5, 12. Hopscotch (5)
Ashad Asbar 52 and 13. Moment
Of Silence (8) Surya Prakash 50.
1. ALLURI’S PRIDE, 2. ACADIAN
ANGEL, 3. BERKELEY
Day’s Best: SALAZAAR
Jackpot: 3,4,5,6 &7.
Mini Jackpot: (i) 1, 2, 3 & 4. (ii) 4,
5 6&17.
Treble: () 2,3 & 4. (i) 5,6 & 7.
Tanala: All races.

Anderson b Shami O (76b); Ex-
tras (b-5, lb-6, nb-17, w-5): 33;
Total (in 128 overs): 391.
FALL OF WICKETS
1-23 (Sibley, 14.2 overs), 2-
23 (Hameed, 14.3), 3-108
(Burns, 41.2), 4-229 (Bairstow,
78.4), 5-283 (Buttler, 90.6), 6-
341 (Moeen, 110.5), 7-341 (Cur-
ran, 110.6), 8-357 (Robinson,
116.6), 9-371 (Wood, 124.3).
INDIA BOWLING
Ishant 24-4-69-3, Bumrah
26-6-79-0, Shami 26-3-95-2,
Siraj  30-7-94-4, Jadeja
22-1-43-0.

Pakistan pulls ahead

PAKISTAN IN WI

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KINGSTON
Pakistan was 56 for two in

its second innings, a lead of
20, at lunch on the third
day of the first Test against
West Indies here on Satur-
day. Earlier, the host was
dismissed for 253 in its first
essay for a lead of 36 runs.
The home side added
just two more runs to their
overnight total before Sha-
heen Shah Aridi struck to
finish the innings with four
for 59. On Friday, Kraigg

Brathwaite’s ran himself
out for 97 but the West In-
dies captain’s typically ob-
durate innings worked his
team into a useful first in-
nings lead.

With support from Jason
Holder (58) in a pivotal
sixth-wicket partnership of
96, the home side rallied
from the discomfort of 100
for five to 251 for eight at
stumps, a lead of 34 runs.
The scores: Pakistan 217 &
56/2 in 22 overs vs West Indies
253 in 89.4 overs (Brathwaite
97, Holder 58, Afridi 4/59, Ab-
bas 3/42).

Man. United runs riot

Fernandes ‘tricks in 5-1 win over Leeds

Prollﬁc Bruno Fernandes completes hrs treble by nettrng
Manchester United's fourth goal.

EURO LEAGUES

REUTERS
OLD TRAFFORD

Bruno Fernandes fired in a
hat-trick in front of a rau-
cous OIld Trafford as Man-
chester United thrashed
Leeds United 5-1 to get its
Premier League season off
to a flying start on Saturday.
Mason Greenwood and Fred
also chipped in goals in the
second half.

Paul Pogba also starred
with four assists — one more
than he managed in the
whole of last season in the
league — to help United run
riot in front of their first full
crowd in 17 months.

The results: Premier League:
Manchester United 5 (Fer-
nandes 30, 54, 60, Greenwood
52, Fred 68) bt Leeds 1 (Ayling
48); Burnley 1 (Tarkowski 2)
lost to Brighton 2 (Maupay 73,
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MacAllister 78); Chelsea 3
(Alonso 27, Pulisic 40, Chalo-
bah 58) bt Crystal Palace O;
Everton 3 (Richarlison 47, Dou-
coure 76, Calvert-Lewin 81) bt
Southampton 1 (Armstrong
22); Leicester 1 (Vardy 41) bt
Wolves 0; Watford 3 (Dennis
10, Sarr 42, Hernandez 67) bt
Aston Villa 2 (McGinn 70, Ings
90+7-pen).

Friday: Brentford 2 (Canos 22,
Norgaard 73) bt Arsenal O.

Bundesliga: VfL Wolfsburg 1
(Weghorst 22) bt VfL Bochum
0; Union Berlin 1 (Awoniyi 7)
drew with Bayer Leverkusen 1
(Diaby 12); Stuttgart 5 (Endo
30, Klement 36, Kempf 55, 76,
Al Ghaddioui 61) bt Fuerth 1
(Leweling 90+3); Augsburg O
lost to Hoffenheim 4 (Bruun
Larsen 37, Adamyan 79, Rutter
87, Rudy 90+5). Friday: Borus-
sia Monchengladbach 1 (Plea
10) drew with Bayern Munich 1
(Lewandowski 42).

LaLiga: Friday: Valencia 1 (Sol-
er 11-pen) bt Getafe O.

Narayanan in
joint lead

RAKESH RAO
NEW DELHI

Sixth seed S.L. Narayanan
stayed in the title-hunt beat-
ing Serbia’s Luka Budisavl-
jevic and sharing the lead
with Latvia’s Igor Kovalen-
ko at six points after seven
rounds of the RTU Open
chess in Riga on Friday.
With two rounds to go,
Arjun Erigaisi and Arjun Ka-
lyan (5.5 each) were tied for
the third spot with eight
others. Aravindh Chitham-
baram, Nihal Sarin, D. Gu-
kesh, Pranav Anand and
Murali Karthikeyan (5 each)
were among those sharing
the 13th spot.
Leading results (involving In-
dians): Seventh round: Igor
Kovalenko (Lat, 6) bt D. Gu-
kesh (5); S.L. Narayanan (6) bt
Luka Budisavljevic (Srb, 5);
Arjun Kalyan (5.5) drew with
Aram Hakobyan (Arm, 5.5); M.
Karthikeyan (5) drew with Ar-
jun Erigaisi (5.5); Nihal Sarin
(5) drew with Grigor Grigorov
(Bul, 5); Martin Stukan (Rus,
5) drew with Aravindh Chith-
ambaram (5); Tomas Laurusas
(Ltu, 5.5) bt Aditya Mittal
(4.5); Pranav Anand (5) drew
with R. Praggnanandhaa (4.5).

Miserable day
for Mendonca

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Leon Mendonca suffered
three straight losses on the
second day of the Kramnik
Challenge online rapid
chess and tumbled to the
15th spot after the eighth
round on Friday.

The results: Eighth round:
Jonas Buhl Bjerre (Den) bt Le-
on Mendonca; Seventh
round: Mendonca lost to Poli-
na Shuvalova (Rus); Sixth
round: Christopher Yoo (USA)
bt Mendonca; Fifth round:
Mendonca bt Yahli Sokolov-
sky (lsr).

Leading standings (after
eight rounds): 1-2. Awonder
Liang (USA), Nodirbek Abdu-
sattorov (Uzb) (6 each); 3-4.
Vincent Keymer (Ger), Chris-
topher Yoo (USA) (5.5 each).
15. Leon Mendonca (2.5).
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