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IN BRIEF

Ahead of shoot-out, court
security was reviewed

NEW DELHI

Over two weeks ago, a
security review of each of the
seven district courts in Delhi
was conducted under the
chairmanship of a judge from
each court. One of the
corrective suggestions

made was frisking of lawyers
on the court premises.

CITY » PAGE 2

Cabinet expansion today,
says Punjab CM Channi
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Chief Minister
Charanijit Singh Channion
Saturday said the expansion
of his Cabinet will take place
on Sunday. Mr. Channi also
met the Governor. He said,
“Tomorrow all the Ministers
will take oath of office.”
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India is the mother of all

democracies, PM says at UNGA

Targets Pakistan, China for exporting terror, ignoring rules-based global order

SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI

Terming India the “mother
of all democracies”, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
launched a defence of the
state of democracy in India
at the United Nations Gener-
al Assembly on Saturday, re-
ferring to his own journey as
a politician as an example in
his speech.

In a wide-ranging address,
Mr. Modi spoke about cli-
mate change, poverty alle-
viation, developments in Af-
ghanistan, and UN Security
Council reform.

He also took aim at Pakis-
tan and China respectively
with references to support to
terror groups and violating

Global stage: Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressing
the UN General Assembly in New York on Saturday. =ani

the international rules-based
order.

However, Mr. Modi did
not mention either country
by name, in contrast to Pa-
kistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan who named India

more than a dozen times, in
a speech that focused on
Kashmir. India later res-
ponded to his speech.

“I represent a country
known as the mother of all
democracies,” Mr. Modi said,

Quad echoes
terror concerns

The Quad leaders said they
would closely coordinate
their “diplomatic,
economic and human rights
policies” on Afghanistan
and deepen their
counter-terrorism
cooperation. » PAGE 8

adding that India had en-
tered its 75th year of Inde-
pendence but had democrat-
ic traditions for thousands of
years.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 7

Alert sounded in Odisha over Cyclone Gulab

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BHUBANESWAR

The Odisha government on
Saturday sounded a warning
for the cyclonic storm Gulab,
which is expected to cross
the coast between its south-
ern districts and north And-
hra Pradesh with wind

speeds of 75-85 kmph on
Sunday evening.

The associated heavy rain
is likely to cause landslips
and floods.

The India Meteorological
Department informed the
National Crisis Management
Committee that the cyclone
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Fine-tuning skills: A Chinook helicopter of the Indian Air Force flying over Dal lake in Srinagar
on Saturday, during a rehearsal ahead of an air show on Sunday. Officials said the event was
aimed at motivating the youth to join the IAF. =nissar AHMAD

Cultural mapping of 75 villages soon

National mission was approved in 2017; IGNCA trial run will begin in October

DAMINI NATH
NEW DELHI

Having made little progress
since its launch in 2017, the
National Mission on Cultural
Mapping (NMCM) has now
been handed over to the In-
dira Gandhi National Centre
for the Arts (IGNCA), which
is gearing up for a trial run in
75 villages in October, ac-
cording to officials.

The Culture Ministry had
approved the mission in
2017 with a 469 crore bud-
get from 2017-18 to 2019-20,
according to the administra-
tive approval for the project.
However, officials said the
project had been slow to
take off.

In response to a question
in the Lok Sabha on July 19,
Culture Minister G. Kishan
Reddy said the Ministry was
working on the cultural map-
ping mission to build a com-
prehensive database of ar-

CM
K

Heritage hub: IGNCA aims to cover 5,000 villages by
March 2022. Photo shows brass metal craft artisans at
M. Venkatayapalem village in Khammam, Telangana. =c.n.RAO

tists, art forms and other
resources from organisa-
tions under the Ministry.

“So far 14.53 lakh artists/
artisans have been regis-
tered on NMCM portal
through secondary sources
State/Union Territory-wise.
However, no direct benefit

»

or assistance has been ex-
tended through this Mission
to the registered artists/insti-
tution,” the Minister’s writ-
ten reply read.

Five-year project
IGNCA member secretary
Sachidanand Joshi told The

was likely to hit Srikakulam,
Vizianagaram and Visakha-
patnam districts of Andhra
Pradesh, and Ganjam and
Gajapati districts of Odisha.
Emphasising on the need
for all preventive and pre-
cautionary steps to combat
the natural disaster, Cabinet

Abhishek
Banerjee is
infusing fresh
blood into TMC

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA
Abhishek Banerjee, the na-
tional general secretary of
the Trinamool Congress
and West Bengal Chief Mi-
nister Mamata Banerjee’s
nephew, is slowly and stea-
dily recruiting new talent
to restructure the party or-
ganisation and looking for
new areas for expansion.
Post 2019, as his clout
grew in the party, he has
tried to transform the par-
ty by bringing in poll stra-
tegist Prashant Kishor and
improving both its image
and messaging across so-
cial media platforms. The
induction of fresh blood is
also evident in the party’s
campaign in Tripura.

DETAILS » PAGE 9

Hindu that the work on
creating a database for folk
arts and mapping of heritage
of villages would be carried
out over five years. Volun-
teers from the Nehru Yuva
Kendra Sanghathan, the Na-
tional Service Scheme and
students of sociology and so-
cial work would be deputed
to collect such data from vil-
lages, he said.

“We will start the trial run
in 75 villages next month. We
are selecting one village in
each State and UT as well as
villages that have been a part
of our freedom movement as
we are celebrating 75 years
of Independence,” he said.

While the entire project
would take five years and a
budget of 89 crore had been
approved for it, the IGNCA
would aim to complete map-
ping in 5,000 villages by the
end of financial year 2021-
2022, Mr. Joshi said.

Secretary Rajiv Gauba in-
structed the two State go-
vernments to make efforts to
keep the loss of lives to near
zero, and to minimise dam-
age to property and infras-
tructure.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 7

Cooperative Society
Act will be amended
soon, says Amit Shah

‘We will work in tandem with States’

Suppose Diwali is round the

corner and someone needs
1,000 to celebrate it, but does not
have the money due to a medical
emergency. Only the Primary
Agricultural Credit Societies can
help here. No bank will help, banks
need documents... These units
extend credit on the basis of
Compassion. AMIT SHAH, UNION HOME MINISTER

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Union Home and Coopera-
tion Minister Amit Shah said
on Saturday the Centre will
soon bring amendments to
the Multi State Cooperative
Society Act, and a new poli-
cy for the cooperatives is on
the anvil. He added that the
question that cooperatives
are a State subject could be
responded to in legal terms
but the newly created Minis-
try will work in tandem with
the States and “there will be
no friction”.

Cash-rich cooperatives in
many States are controlled
by the Opposition parties,
such as the Nationalist Con-
gress Party and the Con-

gress.

The cooperatives decide
political fortunes in States
such as Maharashtra, Kera-
la, Gujarat, parts of Karnata-
ka, Tamil Nadu, Madhya
Pradesh and West Bengal.

The formation of the Mi-
nistry of Cooperation was
announced on July 5, and
Mr. Shah was allocated the
portfolio during the Cabinet
expansion.

Mr. Shah said the Centre
was also planning amend-
ments to the laws that gov-
ern the Primary Agricultural
Credit Societies (PACS), fol-
lowing which the States will
be sent an advisory, and
they will also have to amend
the relevant laws.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE7

Tejashwi
writes to
parties for
caste census

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PATNA

Leader of the Opposition in
the Bihar Assembly Tejash-
wi Yadav on Saturday
wrote to 33 senior leaders
of political parties across
the country on the demand
for a caste-based census.
Recently, the Centre had
informed the Supreme
Court that conducting a
caste-based census was not
feasible. Leaders of 10 par-
ties in Bihar, led by Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar
whose party JD(U) has
been an ally of the BJP, had
met Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to put forth their
demand for a caste census.
“Caste-based  census
needs to be seen as an es-
sential step in nation build-
ing. It will actually bring to
the forefront the pressing
concerns that... India must
attend to with a sense of ur-
gency,” Mr. Yadav wrote in
his letter. “This is a historic
opportunity before us to
push for an agenda that is
essential for making this
country more just and
egalitarian,” he said.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 7
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Women DCPs to head 6
out of 15 police districts

L-G transfers 39 senior police officers

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Delhi Police will now have
women Deputy Commis-
sioners of Police in six out of
15 districts in the Capital.

Among them, three are
already serving in their res-
pective districts.

According to an order is-
sued on Saturday, Lieute-
nant-Governor Anil Baijal
transferred 11 Special Com-
missioners of Police and 28
Deputy Commissioners of
Police and additional DCPs.

The order stated that
2010-batch IPS officer Beni-
ta Marry Jaiker, who is cur-
rently serving as the DCP of
the Seventh Battalion, has
been transferred as DCP

South. Shweta Chauhan
(2010), serving as DCP of
Headquarters, has been
transferred to DCP Central.
Esha Pandey (2010), DCP,
Police Control Room, has
been transferred as DCP,
South East district.

Three DCPs — Usha Rang-
nani, Priyanka Kashyap and
Urvija Goel — have already
been posted in the North
West, East and West dis-
tricts.

In another first, three IPS
officers — Rajeev Ranjan,
Jasmeet Singh and Ingit Pra-
tap Singh — have been trans-
ferred as DCP, Special Cell,
from their respective dis-
tricts Outer North, Central
and South West.

Illegal sale of liquor will
increase, warn traders

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
The closing of about 260
private-run liquor shops in
the city from October 1 will
result in heavy black-mar-
keting of liquor because of
shortage of supply, warned
Delhi Liquor Traders’ Asso-
ciation on Saturday.
According to the new ex-
cise policy, the Delhi go-
vernment will pull out of li-
quor trade in the city and
private players, who won
new bids for liquor stores,

will open from November 17.
But from October 1 to No-
vember 16, only govern-
ment-run stores will operate
in the city.

Naresh Goel, president of
the traders’ association,
said they had raised the is-
sue with the Delhi govern-
ment but have not got a rep-
ly so far. When contacted,
Excise Commissioner Arava
Gopi Krishnan said, “The
government is taking all
steps for the smooth sale of
liquor in Delhi.”

Days before shoot-out, court security was reviewed

Most district courts raised issue of lawyers not cooperating in checking, frisking

HEMANI BHANDARI
NEW DELHI

Over two weeks ago, a secur-
ity review of each of the se-
ven district courts in Delhi
was conducted under the
chairmanship of a judge from
each court, it has been
learnt. One of the corrective
suggestions made during the
review was frisking and
checking of lawyers on the
court premises.

The shoot-out inside cour-
troom number 207 of the Ro-
hini court complex, wherein
dreaded gangster Jitender
Mann alias Gogi was shot
dead on Friday, has raised
questions over the security
arrangements in courts, es-
pecially district courts where
incidents of criminals walk-
ing in with weapons have of-
ten been reported.

The security apparatus of
courts is such that all seven
district courts are to be pro-
tected by the district police,
whereas the High Court and
the Supreme Court are under
the protection of Delhi Polic-
e’s separate security unit.
The periphery of the HC and
the SC, however, is protected
by New Delhi district officers.
Each district court has a se-
curity committee, which is
headed by an Additional Ses-
sions Judge (ASJ) who liaises
with the police team de-
ployed on the premises.

It has been learnt that the
Rohini court complex has the
least number of CCTV came-
ras as compared to other dis-
trict courts. Rohini has 90
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Take no chances: Delhi Police personnel checking vehicles at
the entry gate of Rohini court on Saturday. =r.v.MooRTHY

CCTV cameras installed out
of which one isn’t functional;
Saket and Karkardooma have
774 and 713 CCTV cameras
respectively, Patiala House
Court has 135, Tis Hazari as
over 240, Dwarka has over
180 and Rouse Avenue has ov-
er 150. There are no CCTV
cameras inside courtrooms,
it has been learnt.

SC took cognisance

After the murder of a judge in
Dhanbad in July this year, the
Supreme Court took suo mo-
tu cognisance of the security
of judges and court premises.
In view of the proceedings of
the apex court, security re-
views were conducted for all
the courts in Delhi. Police
sources said that senior offic-
ers of the district, a designat-
ed member of the High
Court, officials of the Public
Works Department, district
judges, members of the se-
curity committees of courts
were present in the meetings.

It has been learnt that dur-
ing the meeting on security
arrangements in  Rohini
court, the point about check-
ing and frisking of advocates
was made. “We raised our
concern over how advocates
should agree to checking of
their ID cards and frisking to
ensure no riff-raff enters the
premises,” an official privy to
the meeting said.

In Dwarka court’s security
review meeting, four major
point were raised. The first
point: advocates should be
checked at entry and exit
gates. Second, lawyers’
chambers should be shut af-
ter 6 p.m. Third, advocates
should be given passes —
stickers for their vehicles —
and no one else should be al-
lowed in their cars apart from
the lawyers. Fourth, coopera-
tion of lawyers for checking
must be ensured. “Lawyers’
chambers are open till late
night and clients keep com-
ing. In all the district courts,

lawyers don’t allow checking
of their chambers. Weapons
and alcohol can be easily
brought in,” an official said.

In Karkardooma court’s
meeting, similar concerns
were raised. Rouse Avenue,
officials said, runs smooth as
compared to other courts be-
cause it’s a specialised court
with much less numbers of
courtrooms. “Problem only
arises when there’s a crowd,”
an official said.

A senior police officer said
that compliance towards get-
ting frisked is a lot more in
HC and SC as compared to
the lower courts.

A senior officer said the so-
lution to ensure adequate se-
curity at lower courts is to in-
stall Radio  Frequency
Identification machines and
designated gates for lawyers.
“Facial Recognition System
needs to be installed to check
for criminals entering the
premises. Under vehicle sca-
nning systems should be in-
stalled. And most important-
ly, security of courts should
be given to CISF,” he said.

Senior advocate Vikas
Singh said the police are lying
about lawyers not being rea-
dy to get their IDs checked
and it is their “callous atti-
tude” that is to be blamed.
“This shoot-out is the result
of huge intelligence failure.
Police deployment had been
increased since morning. A
high-risk prisoner was com-
ing. The police should have
known what his rivals were
planning,” he said.

Lawyers stay away from
work in all district courts

They are demanding better security

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Lawyers abstained from
work in all district courts in
Delhi on Saturday demand-
ing better security on court
premises, a day after gang-
ster Jitender Mann alias Gogi
and his two assailants were
killed in a shoot-out inside a
courtroom in Rohini.

No work happened in dis-
trict courts except urgent
matters such as bail and cus-
tody extension as lawyers
did not appear before the
judges, said Sanjeev Nasiar,
spokesperson of the Coordi-
nation Committee of all Dis-
trict Courts Bar Associations
in Delhi. The courts, howev-
er, passed orders and judg-
ments that were already
scheduled for Saturday.

The strike was called by
the committee seeking mod-
ification of security norms at
the district courts. Mr. Nasiar
said a team of lawyers also
met the Delhi Police Com-
missioner on Saturday to dis-
cuss security matters.

Advocate Manjeet Mathur,
secretary of the Rohini Dis-
trict Courts Bar Association,
said the strike was peaceful.

‘Police action saved lives’
According to the FIR lodged
in the shoot-out case, Sub-In-
spector Vir Singh, who was

2 arrests made
in Gogi case

HEMANI BHANDARI
NEW DELHI

Two persons have been ar-
rested in connection with
the shoot-out inside Rohini
court on Friday in which
gangster Jitender Mann alias
Gogi was shot dead.

The arrests have been
made by the Delhi Police
Special Cell. The two ac-
cused are said to have hel-
ped the assailants — Rahul
and Jagdeep — who killed Go-
gi. The two assailants were
associates of Gogi’s rival Tillu
Tajpur. Further investigation
is under way, sources said.

part of the security team en-
gaged in the exchange of fire,
said in his statement: “Sever-
al innocent people could
have lost their lives if there
was no immediate police re-
taliation against the two
armed assailants... the duo
was firing indiscriminately, it
was not possible for the pol-
ice to nab them physically.”
Joint Commissioner of
Police (Northern Range) is
enquiring into the incident,
while the case is being han-
dled by the Crime Branch.

‘Resume classes for primary section, middle school

Parents, teachers stage protest outside Kejriwal’s residence

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A group of parents and
schoolteachers staged a prot-
est outside Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal’s residence on
Saturday demanding re-
sumption of schools for stu-
dents of primary section and
Classes VI to VIII.

Delhi State Public Schools
Management  Association
chief R.C. Jain said the go-
vernment had said they
would analyse the situation
after reopening schools for

Classes IX to XII and then de-
cide on reopening further.

‘No COVID case in schools’
“It has been close to a month
and there has been no CO-
VID-19 case reported from
any school. Even the positiv-
ity rate in Delhi is below
0.1%,” said Mr. Jain.

“We demand schools be
reopened not only for Class-
es VI to VIII but also for
primary classes. If there is a
change in the current scena-
rio, they can be closed

again,” he said.

Following an improve-
ment in the COVID-19 situa-
tion, the Delhi government
had, last month announced
that schools for Classes IX to
XII, colleges and coaching in-
stitutions would reopen
from September 1but only at
50% seating capacity.

The Delhi government
had clarified that no student
would be forced to attend
physical classes and the con-
sent of parents would be
mandatory.

Up in arms: Teachers and parents protestlng out5|de the Chief
Minister's residence in Delhi on Saturday. =susHIL KUMAR VERMA

DIRECTORATE OF CHILD PROTECTION

Dril M.H. Marigowda Road, Near Kidwai Hospital, Bangalore-29
Ph: 080-26569344 | Mobile: 9986264898 | httpsl/icps.karnataka.gov.in
No.: GSM/B(N)/Publicity/Nivasi/2021-22 Date: 09.09.2021

Name of the Child: Lakshmi, Age: 08 Months, Name of the
Father/Mother: Don't Know, Place of Birth: Don't Know, Height:
70cms, Color of the Body: Normal White, Identification Mark:
No, Who has admitted: Staff of Soladevanahalli Police
Station has admitted child on 18.08.2021 in Govt. Shishu
Mandira for taking care, Whom to Contact: Contact Above
office address & Phone Numbers.

Sd/- Superintendent
Shishu Mandira, W&C.D.D. B(U)Dist

DIPR/DDU/JA/1634/2021-22

DIRECTORATE OF CHILD PROTECTION

Dril M.H. Marigowda Road, Near Kidwai Hospital, Bangalore-29
Ph: 080-26569344 | Mobile: 9986264898 | httpsllicps.karnataka.gov.in
No.: GSM/B(N)/Publicity/Nivasi/2021-22 Date: 16.09.2021

Finding out the Mother's & Father's Address

Name of the Child: Sisriha, Age: 05 yrs, Name of the
Father/Mother: Don't Know, Place of Birth: Don't Know,
Height: 105 cms, Color of the Body: Normal White,
Identification Mark: No, Who has admitted: Staff of|
Jnanabharati Police Station has admitted child on
26.07.2021 in Govt. Shishu Mandira for taking care, Whom to
Contact: Contact Above office address & Phone Numbers.
Sd/- Superintendent
Shishu Mandira, W&C.D.D. B(U)Dist

DIPR/DDU/JA/1630/2021-22

DIRECTORATE OF CHILD PROTECTION

*| Woman & Child Development Department Bengaluru(U) Dist.
wae” Dril M.H. Marigowda Road, Near Kidwai Hospital, Bangalore-29

Ph: 080-26569344 | Mobile: 9986264898 | httpsl//icps.karnataka.gov.in
No.: GSM/B(N)/Publicity/Nivasi/2021-22 Date: 16.09.2021

Finding out the Mother's & Father's Address

Name of the Child: Gullu, Age: 03 yrs, Name of the
Father/Mother: Late Sangeetha, Place of Birth: Don't Know,
Height: 87 cms, Color of the Body: Normal White, Identification
Mark: No, Who has admitted: Staff of Basco Vastalya Bhavan,
Bengaluru has admitted child on 21.07.2018 in Govt. Shishu
Mandira for taking care, Whom to Contact: Contact Above
office address & Phone Numbers.
Sd/- Superintendent

Shishu Mandira, W&C.D.D. B(U)Dist

DIPR/DDU/JA/1632/2021-22

IS DrilM.H. Marigowda Road, Near Kidwai Hospital, Bangalore-29
Ph: 080-26569344 | Mobile: 9986264898 | httpsll/icps.karnataka.gov.in
No.: GSM/B(N)/Publicity/Nivasi/2021-22 Date: 16.09.2021

Name of the Child: Vivan, Age: 06 yrs, Name of the
Father/Mother: Don't Know, Place of Birth: Don't Know,
Height: 103 cms, Color of the Body: Normal White,
Identification Mark: No, Who has admitted: Staff of Byatara-
yanapura Police Station has admitted child on 29.05.2021
A in Govt. Shishu Mandira for taking care, Whom to Contact:
ContactAbove office address & Phone Numbers.

Sd/- Superintendent
DIPR/DDU/JA/1631/2021-22 Shishu Mandira, W&C.D.D. B(U)Dist
CM

K »

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
namely Pathmadass @ Mama S/o Gorgh @ George R/o H.No.
249-A, Rama Market, Munirka Village, New Delhi has committed (or
is suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No.
204/2009, U/s 420/467/468/471/120B/34 IPC has been registered at
P.S. |.P.Estate, Delhi and it has been retumed to a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said Pathmadass @ Mama cannot be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
Pathmadass @ Mama has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Pathmadass @
Mama accused of FIR No. 204/2009, U/s 420/467/468/471/120B/
34 IPC, P.S. |.P.Estate, Delhi is required to appear before this
court to answer the said complaint on or before 17.12.2021.
By Order
Sh. Rishabh Kapoor, Metropolitan Magistrate-03,
Central District, Room No. 150,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

SEARCH FOR MISSING

General public is hereby informed that a girl
namely Priti Saini, D/o: Ramotar Saini, R/o:
Village Farhedi, P.S. Kularki, Distt.
Muradabad, U.P. has been missing since
14.09.2021 at about 9.00 AM. from 2™ Floor,
GB pant Hospital, Delhi. In this regard DD
No. 81 dated 14.09.2021 has been lodged at
Police Station |.P. Estate, Delhi. The
description of missing girlis as under:

Name: Priti Saini, Age: 18 Years 1 Month, Height: 4’2", Built:
Medium, Face: Round, Complexion: Wheatish, Wearing:
Black Colour Frock, White Lower and Red Colour Slipperin
Feet.

If anyone has any information about this missing girl please
inform to the following:-

DP/1006/CD/2021-(Court Matter)

Priti Saini

Web: http://cbi.nic.in, Email: cic@cbi.gov.in

Ph.: 011-24368638/24368641, Fax: 011-24368639 SHO
Police Station, I.P. Estate, Delhi
Ph: 011-23370928, 8750870426

DP/1004/CD/2021

T9Iy aET Yot Tty Heauenr Hidred

FHIH-faM /R /2021-25 (362), fesi 24,/09,/2021
ffer ga=n o1 gfs v (Corrigendum)
TSI Srre gferE e @i et ge s SB/Store/2021-25 (315)
Bhopal, Dated 16/08/2021 &1 Non Linear Junction Detector &
other equipments & %4 & $-ffT gaT T @1 T B | b ffeer
ST i @ T Rl J R T e & g9 § Cgis @
(Corrigendum) STt 53T 7T & St website https://mptenders.gov.in/
nicgep/app T T G9FT @ JSEEE www.mppolice.gov.in T

SR TEEE e FelTies, Bk e (), 7.9. A

LI %. 0755-2443654, Email: sec24-sb@mppolice.gov.in

G-17358/2021

= ﬁff""a = GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
_11; -“E’.]*-‘;t Information & Public Relations (C) Dept,
S Thiruvananthapuram

No.C2/161 /2021 /I&PR Dated :25/09/2021

Republic Day Parade 2022-Kerala Tableau- Creative
Consultant /Fabricator-Applications invited

The department of Information Public Relations will
present tableau designs before selection committee of
Defence Ministry for getting opportunity in presentation
of Kerala Tablue in Republic Day Parade 2022 at New Delhi.
Before finalizing the tableau design of State of Kerala,
Department has decided to select a creative consultant/
Fabricator/ Designer in this regard for appropriate concepts
and designs. Applications are invited hereby for the
selection process. Those who are experienced in this field
can apply. As India gears to celebrate 75" independence day
celebrations Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav the themes/subjects
under consider are : India @75- Freedom Struggle, ldeas@75,
Achievements@75, Actions @75, Resolve@75 (Themes must
be related to Kerala).

Designers can submit more than one design, which
should be in original colour along with writeups. The
guidelines regarding the preparation of designs of Ministry
of Defence can be seen at official website of Information and
Public Relations Department(www.prd.kerala.gov.in). The
department after scrutinizing the designs received within
the specified time and will select good designs and those
will be submitted before selection committee of Ministry of
Defence. The concerned designer must attend the selection
committee meetings of Defence Ministry at New Delhi along
with PRD official. TA/DA will be met by the Department.
If the submitted designs are approved by the selection
committee of Ministry of Defence, the concerned artist will
be entrusted to make the 3D model and fabrication works.
The expenditure in this regard will be met by Information
and Public Relations Department after cost committee
evaluation. For more details 04712518447, 04712518013,
9496003239.

The design should be submitted to the address given
below, before 2 pm on 05/10/2021 Director Information and
Public Relations Department Government Secretariat,south
block Thiruvananthapuram 1

Sd/- Shylendran. K.S

(1636/F4/2021/1&PRD) Deputy Director

DIRECTORATE OF CHILD PROTECTION
Woman & Child Development Department, Bengaluru (U) Dist.
Dr. M. H. Marigowda Road, Near Kidwai Hospital, Bengaluru-560029
Ph: 080-26569344 / 9986264898, Website: https://icps.karnataka.gov.in

No.: G.S.M.B(U).Pub.Res/2021-22 Date: 16.09.2021
Finding out the Mother's & Father's Address

Name: Kaif and Daalit, Age: 4 years & 3 years. Name of Father or
Mother: Unknown. Enrolled by: Staff of City Market Police Station
enrolled the children to Govt. Shishu Mandir on 30.10.2019 for
patronage. Place of birth : Unknown. Height: 92 Cms & 91 Cms.
Body colour: Normal Wheatish. Face identified: -. Condition of
body & mind: Normal. Whom to Contact: Above Office Address &
Phone Numbers.

Daalit

Sd/- Superintendent,

DIPRIDDUNG28/AKARI2021-22 Shishu Mandir, W&C.D.D., B (U) Dist

L/
[
Kaif

DIRECTORATE OF CHILD PROTECTION
Woman & Child Development Department Bengaluru(U) Dist.
%/ Drll M.H. Marigowda Road, Near Kidwai Hospital, Bangalore-29

Ph: 080-26569344 | Mobile: 9986264898 | https//icps.karnataka.gov.in
No.: GSM/B(N)/Publicity/Nivasi/2021-22  Date: 09.09.2021

Height: 44 cms Color of the Body: Normal White,
! Identification Mark: No, Who has admitted: Staff of
Banasavadi Police Station has admitted child on
124.08.2021 in Govt. Shishu Mandira for taking care,
Whom to Contact: Contact Above office address &

Phone Numbers. Sd/- Superintendent
DIPR/DDU/JA/1633/2021-22 Shishu Mandira, W&C.D.D. B(U)Dist

5 DIRECTORATE OF CHILD PROTECTION
'@' Woman & Child Development Department, Bengaluru (U) Dist.
Dr. M. H. Marigowda Road, Near Kidwai Hospital, Bangalore-560029
Ph : 080-26569344 / 9986264898, Website: https://icps.karnataka.gov.in

No.: G.S.M.B(U).Pub.Res/2021-22 Date: 09.09.2021

Finding out the Mother’s & Father's Address

Name: Adhya, Age: 10 Days. Name of Father or Mother: Unknown.
«| Enrolled by: Staff of Byadarahalli Police Station enrolled the children
% to Govt. Shishu Mandir on 24.08.2021 for patronage. Place of birth :
Unknown. Height: 45 Cms. Body colour: Normal fair. Face
identified: -. Condition of body & mind: Normal. Whom to Contact:
Above Office Address & Phone Numbers.

Sd/- Superintendent,
Shishu Mandir, W&C.D.D., B (U)Dist

DIPR/DDU/1628/AKAR/2021-22

BANARAS LOCOMOTIVE WORKS, VARANASI-221004

BID No. E-24/2021-22 E-TENDERS Date: 16.09.2021
E-Tenders are invited for & behalf of the President of India for the supply of
following items. Only E-offer will be accepted for which vendors must have Class
|1l Digital Signature and registration on IREPS. The details of tenders are in the
following sequence-S. No., Tender No.(Due Date), Description and Quantity.
1. 05215185 (07.10.2021), User Interface with Display, 01 Set. 2. 05215186
(07.10.2021), Chain Pulley Block. 02 Nos. 3. 05215187 (07.10.2021), Filter
Element, 10 Nos. 4. 05215191 (07.10.2021), Die & Punch for CNC, 01 Set.
5. 05215174 (08.10.2021), Electronics Board, 03 Nos. 6. 05215175
(08.10.2021), Pressure Gauge, 04 Nos. 7. 05191062H (13.10.2021), Steel
Straight Edge 36", Part No. 15610457, 12 Nos. 8. 05215178 (14.10.2021),
Recoil PU Hose Pipe, 100 Nos. 9. 05211052 (08.10.2021), Welding Torch
PSF, Part No.76113966, 115 Nos. 10. 05215179 (08.10.2021), Digital Wheel
Tread Diameter Gauge, 03 Nos. 11. 05191075D (11.10.2021), Gauge for
Alignment of Driving, Part No. 15630092, 20 Nos. 12. 05211077 (11.10.2021),
Respirator for Welder, Part No.76219768, 9165 Nos. 13. 05215143A
(13.10.2021), Retort for Furnace, 01 Nos. 14. 05215197 (13.10.2021), Spare
Parts for Godrej & Voltas Fork Lifter, 01 Set. 15. 05215198 (13.10.2021), Drive
Unit HD1 with Pulse Generator. 01 Set. 16. 09211063A, (18.10.2021),
CIRCUIT MODULE PRG-304, to PL No. 18120817, 10 Nos.17. 10211297,
(13.10.2021), Sleeve Part No. 16210463, 982 Nos. 18. 10211362,
(13.10.2021), Bolt-Main Bearing PartNo. 16141593, 294 Nos. 19.10211308,
(18.10.2021), Spring Part No. 16160113, 8600 Nos. 20. 10211235A,
(18.10.2021), Kit Cylinder Test Valve Asm Part No. 16350042, 47 Nos.
21. 10211216A, (02.11.2021), PIN - PISTON Part No. 16141441, 944 Nos.
The details of above tenders are available on www.blw.indianrailways.gov.in

andwww.ireps.gov.in Corrigendum Notice:-
S.N. 1, Tender No.: 05215185, Bid Inv. No. :
07.10.2021, Revised due date : 30.09.2021

All other terms & conditions will remain unchanged.
PR/BLW/S-28 Principal Chief Material Manager

24, Existing due date :

\j\ [E] /blwvaranasi "Website: www.blw.indianrailways.gov.in"

M ND-NDE



THE HINDU cen

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2021

Timings
DELHI
SUNDAY, SEP. 26

RISE 06:12 SET 18:13

RISE 21:32 SET 10:48
MONDAY, SEP. 27

RISE 06:12 SET 18:12

RISE 22:13 SET 11:43
TUESDAY, SEP. 28

RISE 06:13 SET 18:11

RISE 22:59 SET 12:37
Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 33 25
Safdarjang 33 25
Palam 32 25

Delhi Palam Today

33°C One or two spells of light
rain or thunderstorm may
occur with partly cloudy sky
and moderate winds.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
33°C Few spell of rain or
thundershower with moderate
winds likely at some places.
Slight warm and humid day
would prevail.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.

THE&2 HINDU
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

IN BRIEF

BJP's tribute to Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyaya
NEW DELHI

The Delhi BJP on Saturday
organised several programmes
in the city to celebrate the
105th birth anniversary of Pt.
Deendayal Upadhyaya. Leader
of Opposition in the Delhi
Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri distributed ration at
several places in his Badarpur
Assembly constituency. "It
was the motto of Pt.
Upadhyaya that work should
be done for the upliftment of
the poor,” he said.

INTERVIEW | ASHUTOSH KAUSHIK

‘Courts should start specifying penal
as well as digital consequences’

Why am I being hounded till now, rues reality show winner

SOIBAM ROCKY SINGH

NEW DELHI

‘Right to be forgotten’ is a
fairly new concept in India
and the courts have so far gi-
ven varying opinions on a
case-by-case basis. The Per-
sonal Data Protection Bill,
2018, refers to it as the abili-
ty of individuals to limit, de-
lete, or correct disclosure of
personal information on the
Internet that is misleading,
embarrassing, irrelevant, or
anachronistic. The Delhi
High Court is currently
hearing two pleas, including
one by two businessmen,
that deal with this provision,
and experts are watching
closely for its implications
on the law. Reality show star
Ashutosh Kaushik speaks to
The Hindu on his petition
to remove certain online ar-
ticles and videos relating to
his arrest in a drunk driving
incident in 2009. Excerpts:

What triggered you to
approach the High Court?

m The idea was borne out of
necessity. My family, includ-
ing my mother and sisters,
would always question me as
to why these videos and sto-
ries are not being taken down.
Whenever my family or
friends get a hold of these vi-
deos or articles, they forward
it to me and ask: “Now what
have you done?”. The incident
happened over a decade ago.
Also, I am currently pursuing
my LLB and I came to know
about the Right to be Forgot-
ten and my Right to Privacy.
With this awareness, I con-

—_—

Ashutosh Kaushik

tacted my lawyer and decided
to move the court.

Why do you want to take the
videos and articles down?

m If I have faced punishment
for my offence, why am I still
bearing the brunt of it? I had
requested the news portals
and channels to take down the
stories but they declined. I
have faced commercial dam-
ages due to these reports and
videos. I have even stopped
getting work in the entertain-
ment industry. When the
court has given me punish-
ment, why should I continue
to face ‘digital punishment’?

What happened in the drunk
driving case?

m The day after the incident, I
went to court where I pleaded
guilty. The court sentenced
me to one-day imprisonment.
Now that I have faced the pun-
ishment, why am I being
hounded till now? The court
should specify penal as well as
digital consequences.

You won MTV Hero Honda
Roadies 5.0 in 2007 and the
second season of Big Boss in
2008, but your public
appearances have dwindled

in recent years. Why?

m Azadi ki value usi ko pata
hai jisne ghulami dekhi ho
(the value of freedom is
known only to those who have
experienced slavery). If I had
struggled in Mumbai, I would
have known how to appre-
ciate it. I had no knowledge of
how to speak to people in the
industry. My point is, if you
are getting things in time, or
even late then it’s good. But,
you should not get anything
before your time, or else, it
will go waste. It’s been 10
years since the incident hap-
pened. It was a long time. Peo-
ple change.

Being a celebrity and a
public figure, can you really
ask the media to be selective
in portraying you?

m [ am fighting for my rights.
No media outlet will report
that I go to schools and colleg-
es to educate students against
indulging in bad habits such
as drunk driving. I run a You-
Tube channel under my name
and all the proceeds from it go
to charity.

How will you prevent
individuals from reposting
the videos and articles on
social media sites?

m My priority is to remove the
videos and articles from main-
stream news channels and big
media houses. For any indivi-
dual, I can only request them.
There should be specific pro-
visions in law that a person
found guilty of a crime will
face physical as well as digital
punishment.

Officials to visit kin of 25000 COVID-19 victims

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government on Sa-
turday directed officials to vi-
sit the families of around
25,000 people who have
died due to COVID-19, to in-
form them about the ‘Muk-
hyamantri COVID-19 Parivar
Arthik Sahayata Yojna’.

The exercise should be
completed in seven days,
and during these visits offi-
cials should help families of
the deceased to fill out appli-
cation for the compensation,
an order said.

Under the relief scheme, a

one-time compensation of
350,000 will be given to a fa-
mily if they have lost a mem-
ber due to COVID-19.

A monthly assistance of
32,500 will also be given to
specific categories.

To create awareness
about the scheme, the Reve-
nue Department has taken
over a call centre under the
Administrative Reforms De-
partment, as per another or-
der. About 8,000 applica-
tions have been received so
far for the compensation, ac-
cording to official data.

Earlier in the day, Health

Minister Satyendar Jain said
the results of the serological
survey that was started ear-
lier this week will be out in
two weeks.

Serological survey
“The sample collection will
take one week and the re-
sults will take another
week,” the Health Minister
said, while urging people to
wear masks and take proper
precautions while stepping
out of their homes.

A serological survey is
done to find out the percen-
tage of the population that

has developed antibodies
against COVID-19, either
through natural infection or
vaccination. The govern-
ment aims to collect 28,000
random blood samples from
all 272 wards of the city for
the survey.

Meanwhile, the city re-
ported no new COVID-19
deaths over 24 hours for the
eighth consecutive day. The
death toll remains at 25,085.

The Capital also recorded
27 new cases in a single day,
taking the tally to 14,38,685.

There are only 379 active
cases in the city.

Benoy K. Behl,
whose
documentary
captures the spirit
of Cham, talks
about the layers of
meaning in the
ritualistic dance

ANUJ KUMAR

The serene and the sacred
seamlessly meet in Benoy K.
Behl’s documentary, Dance
of Liberation of the Lamas,
that captures the spiritual
experience of the Cham.

The filmmaker and art his-
torian recently gave a talk on
the dance form at an online
event organised by the India
Habitat Centre.

According to Behl, the
Cham is one of the very few
living examples of the role of
dance in ancient India both
from the point of view of the
practitioner and also the so-
ciety for which it is
performed.

Tracing its origins, the
seasoned art historian and
filmmaker says, “The Yo-
gachara School of Buddhism
was founded in Kashmir in
the 4th century by Asanga
and Vasubandhu. This deve-
loped into the sophisticated
Vajrayana form of Budd-
hism, which incorporated
the Cham dance. From La-
dakh till Mongolia, the Cham
is the deepest form of medi-
tation of the Lamas.”

The purpose of this medi-
tation is for the Lama (priest)
to be able to free himself en-
tirely from his own ephemer-
al personality. “He selects a
deity upon whom to medi-
tate until the qualities of the
deity grow within him and
fill him completely. At that
point, he is no longer the La-
ma ji, but has become the
deity,” says Behl.

Unique cultural tradition

The film captures the so-
cial connection between the
Lamas and the people. Behl
points out that most of the
dance traditions have lost
their true purpose of spiri-

Dance .
LAMAS

tual awakening and have be-
come mere stage perfor-
mances. “Therefore, the
Cham is a unique and impor-
tant cultural tradition, which
reminds us of the philosoph-
ic purpose of all Indian
dance forms.”

Behl was introduced to
Cham about 30 years ago
and it was after 15 years of re-
search that he shot the docu-
mentary for Doordarshan.

To capture the drama of
the dance, he began to shoot
it sitting very close to the feet
of the dancing monks. “In
the film, you will notice the
robes of the Lamas brushing
past my camera’s lens. Dur-
ing one such shoot, a few
years ago, the sword of a
dancing Lama came down
on me, as he probably could
not see through his mask.
Fortunately, it hit the micro-
phone mounted on top of
the camera and I escaped
unhurt,” laughs Behl.

Every dance form has a
story behind it that captures
its essence. Cham is no diffe-
rent. According to Behl, the
people of Tibet and those

who lived in the Indian part
of the Himalayas believed
that evil spirits resided in the
mountains and in the winds.
This fear prevented them
from accepting the compas-
sionate message of Budd-
hism. Guru Padmasambhava
studied at the renowned Na-
landa University, where he
imbibed the knowledge of
Tantric philosophy and ri-
tuals. “He used Cham to des-
troy the evil forces. Till to-
day, he is revered in the
entire Himalayan region.”

The Lamas celebrate the
victory of good over evil with
two days of the monastic
dance. Cham begins in the
morning with the appea-
rance of Lhalung Paldor. In
the ninth century, King
Langdarma had persecuted
Buddhists. The monk, Lha-
lung Paldor, disguised as a
black hat dancer, came close
to the king and killed him
with an arrow. The event is
celebrated in all the monas-
teries of the trans-Himalayas
as the majestic Black Hat
Dance.

Cham looks simple but

carries deep layers in every
twirl of the Lama. In Vajraya-
na Buddhism, says Behl, evil
is not something outside of
ourselves. “It is our own ego,
our attachment to the illuso-
ry world around. It is sub-

dued and transformed
through prayers and finally
through the experience of
the Cham.”

The costumes and masks
are an integral part of the
dance. “The masks are used
to cover the ordinary, day-to-
day nature of men and pre-
sent qualities of divinity in
them. So there are masks
with peaceful and evil ex-
pressions. Finally, both sym-
bolise the emptiness of the
ultimate nature of all appea-
rances,” notes Behl.

All sounds in the Cham
are sacred mantras. The
drum is a reminder of the
deep sound at the beginning
of creation and at the mo-
ment of the Buddha’s en-
lightenment. “Music is pre-
sented as an offering to the
divine. It elevates the mind
to a contemplative state,”
says Behl.

Once a great tradition that
was practised in Ladakh, La-
haul, Spiti, Kinnaur, Tibet,
southern China, and Mongo-
lia, today Cham has been
kept alive at annual celebra-
tions in parts of Ladakh and
Spiti. “In places frequented
by tourists, the dance has
lost its original character and
meaning and has become a
form of entertainment,” rues
Behl.
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EVEN CORONA CANNOT GET IN THE WAY,
TWO DROPS TO STOP POLIO THIS SUNDAY

~

y

September?2021
9:00 AMto 4:00 PM

Take your Child upto
Five year of age to the
nearest Polio Booth
for giving Polio drops

Pulse Polio Immunization facts

DIP/Shabdarth/D/0082/21-22

e India has been declared Polio Free. However, Polio Vaccination will
continue till global eradication of polio is achieved until danger of Polio
virus importation from neighbouring countries persists.

® Routine immunization is the key to sustaining polio free status of the country.

® Routine immunization to infants & young chidren is essential. It protects
children from 12 serious diseases and is available free of cost at all govt.
health facilities through out the year.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE, DELHI GOVERNMENT
PULSE POLIO CELL: 23813210

7th Floor, C-Wing, Vikas Bhawan-ll, Civil Lines, Delhi-110054

Reet TRBR
m

RWAs, JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY
TO HELP KEEP DENGUE AWAY

All the RWAs in Delhi are requested to participate in Delhi
Government’s “10 Hafte 10 Baje 10 Minute” campaign, to protect
their locality from Dengue. Let’s go around our homes and localities
to check for any signs of stagnant water. If we do find water
stagnating, let’s drain it, replace it regularly or cover it with a small
layer of petrol or oil.

Come, let’s play our part in fighting against dengue.

DIP/Shabdarth/D/0081/21-22

Department of Health & Family Welfare,

Government of NCT of Delhi

DEFEAT DENGUE, EVERY SUNDAY

Testing and treatment facilities are available free of costin

Delhi Government Hospitals

Arvind Kejriwal ¥

Chief Minister, Delhi r
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BRINGING PEOPLE TOGETHER

BRIDEGROOMS WANTED

INDEX OF

MATRIMONIAL

BRIDEGROOMS WANTED
BRIDES WANTED
BRIDES & GROOMS WANTED

Classification common
for Brides, Bridegrooms,
Brides & Grooms

Assamese

Awadhi

Bengali

Bhojpuri

Bihari

Chhattisgarhi

English

Gujarati

Haryanvi

Hindi

Kannada

Kashmiri

Konkani

Malayalam

Manipuri

Marathi

Marwari

Nepali

Oriya

Parsi

Punjabi

Saurashtra

Sindhi

Tamil

Telugu

Tulu

Urdu

Advocate

Business

Defence

Doctor

Engineer

Finance/ Banking

Government/ Quasi-Govt.

1AS/ Allied Services

Information Technology

MBA/ CA/ ICWA

NRI

Cosmopolitan

Divorcee

Physically Challenged
MARRIAGE BUREAUS
WEDDING ARRANGEMENTS

TRICHUR BASED Malayale Ezheva
girl Beautiful 35, 5.3 Aayilliam masters
degree from British University Reputed
family seek alliance from Professionls
from India and Allowed of same status.
Ph - 9809233008 9605575318

UNMARRIED, 43, 5.6ft, Uthiram. MA
MPhil MSc, Lecturer seeks well-set-

tled groom. Tamil Hindu/Kerala
Christian ~ parents.  wedin2021@
gmail.com

¢/ HINDU, 39 Graduate divorcee (
No Issues). Seeks Well settled
groom below 43 Caste No Bar.Mobile
No 9962572420 , 9597645778

CSI NADAR, 25/154, MBBS, working,
Medium complexion seeks CSI good
looking Doctor Groom below 30. Send
Details & photo : tuty1796 @ gmail.com

RC MUDALIYAR, 29Yrs, Doctor Girl,
Seeks Doctor Groom, IAS, IPS, IFS,
Group |. Pillai, Vanniyar No bar,
Contact: 94422 10729.

TAMIL VISWAKARMA Govt Doctor
Bride MD (GM) 31/167 Fair Vishagam
Seeks Doctors / Govt Officer Bride-
groom Ct : 9445964285

CSI NADAR Gynaecologist (MS)
32/5.8, Chennai seeks Doctor, B.E
in MNC. 9940543201

Doctor Parents need MD/MS, 30-32
yrs upper Brahmin for MD Girl 5.8"29
yrs Contact: 9826175777

HINDU EZHAVA Doctor girl MBBS;
Doing MD in AlIMS, 156 cm, 21/06/94
1.09 pm, Progressive family, Seeking
alliance from professionals, preferably
doctors. 9847390318, 9446059997,
mynasandram @ gmail.com

NAIR (VANIYA) girl, 29 Yrs. M.Tech,
Gazetted Officer, Scientist, National In-
formatics Centre, Delhi (Hq), seeks
suitable alliance from well educated
boys. Caste no bar. 9947788789

EZHAVA MALAYALI girl, 33 years,
151 cm, Puroruttathi, B.Tech, MBA
(M, Bangalore), working in Internatio-
nal Monetary Fund (IMF), Washington
DC, USA as a Financial Consultant.
We are inviting suitable proposals.
Caste No Bar. Contact Number:
9447710558

Suitable Groom for Ezhava Central
Govt Officer, 46 Years, Unmarried,
New Delhi, 36 LPA Contact Email Id:
nivedita4637 @gmail.com.

MALAYALEE Girl 41, MDS Chennai,
MS USA, working in US as Faculty.
Parents settled in Chennai seeks Alli-
ance from well Qualified Professionals.
Contact 9444769359, 044 22241922,

CM
K

CSI CHRISTIAN Nadar Girl Fair,
Good Looking, 03-04-1986 born /
152cm / M.Sc M.Phil, working as As-
sistant Professor in a Reputed Wom-
en’s College, Mount Road, Chennai.
Both Parents Doctors  (Private),
Suitable Alliance, Employed / Set-
tled in Chennai / With Clean
Habits from Same Community. Con-
tact: 9841182514

CHRISTIAN NADAR, Age 27, Doctor.
Groom Wanted. Contact: Kani-
9444676645

CSI-NADAR/ 29YRS/ 156cm/ MBBS/ Doc-
tor/  Upper Middle Class/ Seeks
Groom/ Age 29 - 35/ MBBS, MD, MS/
Doctor/ Nadar/ Chennai, Vellore ,
India / CT : 9092549049

SC AD CSI 37/147 c¢m Dip nurse at
Kuwait 1.5 lacs pm-Seeks suitable per-
son Christian/Hindu Medical/Engg to
settle at Kuwait-Ct: 96566425699.

MUSLIM 28/168 MD PEAD Seeks prof
qualified bridegroom. Ct 8220042091
mdullahsafi@gmail.com

NADAR FAIR slim Beautiful 27/155
PG MNC, Chennai 12L/ pa seeks fair
trim clean habits IAS/ IRS/ Profes-
sional good family Chennai groom,
born after Jan 1992. Ct: 9840345969

CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE 26Yrs, CSl, AD,
Chennai. Planning for LLM in
Email: dr.rajus@gmail.com,
6380498494

VERY RICH and renowned Christian
Nadar family with a large business
background, wish to have a groom
for their beautiful daughter (31
Years) who has finished her MBA in
a foreign University. The groom
should be well educated from a
Very rich family. Contact: 95000
27027.

AD 25/163 BHMS Doctor Pvt. Hospi-
tal seeks Tamil-cultured Well-Edu-
cated Settled Dr./Engr/Govt./Bank
Officer Groom with Age 30 & Below.
9444220872

HINDU PILLAI 28/167 MS Employed
Netherland seeks suitable groom
working in Europe.Caste no bar
9884721659

HINDU MUKKULATHORE, Magam Star, 26/
170cm, HR Analyst Bengaluru, Seeks
Professionally ~ Qualified, ~ Family
Oriented Bridegroom from Hosur/Ben-
galuru/Europe with any of the be-
low Compatible Stars - Bharani,
Thiruvathirai, Poosam, Swathi,
Anusam, Thiruvonam, Sadhayam, Uthi-
rattathi, Pooram, Hastham. Sub
Castes/Intercaste  acceptable ~ #
09663313500.#gobinath.tharmarajan@g
mail.com.

HINDU NADAR 25/ 163 Pooram M.Arch
Fair Seeks Educated well Employed/
Business. Ct: 94444 31363

HINDU NADAR Pooratadhi 22/165 BE
(MBA) Fair seeks Educated Chennai
Based Wellsettled Family.9840366663

VELLALAR PILLAI / Mudaliar Barani
33/162 Govt Dr. MD(Ped) 3rd year
seeks suitable groom. 9944227062

VANNIYAKULAKSHATRIYA, AGE 27.BE,
MHRM, 165, Belongs to Chennai
based a reputed business family
seeks well educated, Business with
clean habits from elite affluent
family. Mob: 9444147147

VANNIYAKULAKSHATRIYA, AGE 29. M.Sc
Psychology, 174, Belongs to Chen-
nai based a reputed business fami-
ly seeks well educated, Business
with clean habits from elite afflu-
ent family. Mob: 9445093070

HINDU VANNIAR 37/160 thiruvathirai
MBBS DGO Govt Wheetish seeks
prof. groom 7812876681,8754390535

HINDU RAJAKULA AGAMUDAYAR
girl, US Citizen, 25 / 170 cm, Fair,MS
from Princeton University, Employed,
seeks equally Qualified Groom from
the same Community, currently
working and Residing in the US.
WhatsApp No: +001 6154984448,
VM95Family @ gmail.com

TN GOVT Group A officer 54/163
goodlooking unmarried Hindu AD Pil-
lai from CNB good groom below 60
Govt/ Professional sreemadhu321@
gmail.com

HINDU Adi-Dravida Hastham Kanni
26/154 BE IT Analyst,TCS Chennai
seeks suitable Govt/Public sector Unit
Groom from Same Caste. 9444155781

26, FAIR, affuent, M. S. in U.S,
working in a reputed firm,seeks a
well settled groom. CNB. 9489935653

36 YRS, kallar ,Govt. Doctor,
Trichy, ayiliyam seeks suitable
bridegroom, 9787621432.

THONDAI MANDALA Saiva Vellalar, 28
yrs, |l year MD (Anaesth), Govt
College, Chennai, slim, wheatish
bride, middle class nuclear fami-
ly, seeks Groom, preferably MD/MS/
DNB/ME/MTech/MBA from an institute
of repute. Sub sects no bar. Con-
tact: 95009 51000, pskswamy@
outlook.com

HINDU PALLAN Pooratadhi 31/155
BE, MBA MNC Well Settled Affluent
Family OwnHouse Chennai seeks suit
able Groom.Caste NoBar.9445005139

HINDU SC. AD, Mesham, Bharani,
33yrs B.E. MBA, SBI Manager. Seeks
Suitable  Educated Groom. Ct:
8056104103

AFFLUENT, BEAUTIFUL 25/5ft 4inch,
IIM-MBA 18LPA lyer Haritha Revathi
seeking affluent educated groom 26-
29 well placed within India
7760845544

FAIR GOOD looking 36/160 never mar-
ried Dentist (not working) seek
match from Doc/Engr/MBA/Grp-1 offi-
cer, age 36-43, tall, fair, FC/BC,
Metro city/abroad. Contact
8076012583.

Hindu SC-AD Simmam Pooram-2, 29/
160,B.Tech,SoftwareEngineer,chennai
seeks EducatedGroom.Ct:9677233756

KONGU VELLALAR Gownder 24yrs, BE,
MBA, Senior Analyst, Pvt. Chennai.

Seeks Groom in same Caste.
8667377680
TAMIL  VISWAKARMA  39/150,

Thiruvonam/ Rich/ ME. seeks suitable
Same Caste Groom. 9486320982.

PILLAI/MUDALIAR, 25 B.E Kettai
Working in Leading MNC, Reputed
Business Family Seeks Alliance.
9840093322

DKV 27/167 Fair BE. TCS Chennai,
Parents Hindu/CSI. Seeks Groom Dr/
Er. Govt Employee. Ct: 8056143638

HINDU AD/PR Widow 37/160 ME/no
child.Lecturer at Trichy seeks edu
groom,CNB Age upto 42 Ct:9751105111

HINDU NADAR 27/168/BE / PGDM Bank
Rs15 Lakh seeks suitable Bride-
groom above 15 Lakh 8072432292

HINDU SC PR Kongu 1984 MBBS
DCH Doctor, working in Govt Hospital
seeks suitable groom.Ct:94436-80973.

WANTED A Groom for the female aged
25, deg: MA Philosophy Caste: SC,
Father is a PSU employee (DGM
cadre),Mother Rtd St. Govt Nursing
Sup. Groom should be from well es-
tablished family Caste: No bar.
Ph: 9442254631

PILLAI, 27 B.Tech, 165cm Fair,
Well Settled Family Seeks Suitable
Groom, CNB, Ct: 8778514465 /
7200866346

MUDALIAR: 23/162, V.Fair, Graduate
(UK), Father Business, Elite Fami-
ly, Only daughter, Seeks groom -
Abroad /Business - 7305810258

CHETTIAR (CNB) 500cr, V.Fair, 25/
165, MBBS, MS(OG) Having own Indus-
try, Complex, Warehouse, Chennai
Seeks  Groom-Business/  Doctor-
8925019776

MUDALIAR (CNB): 30 / Fair, Masters
(UK), Elite Business Family, Chen-
nai, Seeks groom - well placed In-
dia/ Abroad / Business - 8939012419

HINDU NADAR Girl 29/5'4" MBA(IIM)
20L/p.a Dabur, Delhi. Seeks Mumbai/

Delhi ~ Employed  Groom.  Ct:
9500026119
HASTHAM, 33/154 fair MCA Upper
midl Clas Seeks Mudaliar/Pillai
Professionally ~ Qualified ~ Groom
8220757159

US. M BRAHMIN, F Pillai SADAYAM 25/160

MBA seek Educated Emplyd Veg groom
6374388838/ sujathakp09 @ gmail.com

Tamil Brahmin lyer, Vadamal Seek
Alliance for Professionally Qualified
Affluent Girl 24yrs Chennai Contact:
16daks @gmail.com

ASTASHASRAM, IYER, Revathi,
Oct.1972, B.Sc., Seeks well educated /
settled 1st Marriage lyer Groom only.
BHP: sree.lashmi108 @ gmail.com

Affluent Chennai Family Brahmin in-
tercaste seeks Affluent Brahmin / Veg
Groom for Daughter 24/165, M.Arch.
Call 8825410449

IYER, VADAMA, Vadoola, Karthikai
Feb-92/162cms, Ms PhD Now working
at Cambridge London as Researcher
and doing post Doc, seeks suitable
grooms employed in United King-
dom.Ph: 08304875882, 09656630350

MUDALIAR
30/155, Bharani, B.Tech,
working in US(H1B)
seeks Software

Prof. Working /willing to go US

Groom with clean habits
Contact:

98840 91279/98406 97596
vishnusureshggig:@gmail.com

YADHAVA NAIDU Girl, Maham, 27/152,
CTS, Salary 65k, Seeking groom
(Any  Telugu/Tamil Naidu Prefer-
able) CT: 7200901366/9884001366

BALIJA NAIDU Magam 45 age MCA,
divorcee without issue Manager Ama-
zon USA, green card holder. Seeks
well settled groom working in USA, de-
cent family, Subsect no bar

Contact: 9444955180, 9047225719.

ROYAL ELITE Hyderabad Naidu 25
MBBS MS own Hospital(5) Granite
Factory,Shopping ~ Malls  Etc.,500
Crs, Familyseeks Rich groom :
98845 10869

EX MAYOR (Andhra) Daughter Naidu
25/ B.E only Daughter Rich above
1000 Crs. Familyseeks only Telugu
caste. Ct: 9884510761

HINDU TELUGU Chettiyar 32Yrs MD
Anaesthetist, Chennai seeks suitable
Hindu Groom, caste no bar (FC/BC
only. CT: 99655-49191, 94425-00590.

KAMMA NAIDU 25, Fair 162/52 MBBS,
MD, Reputed Family  Seeks
Bridegroom.Ct: 9787668282

NAIDU GAVARA Girl 35/172 cm,
MSc, Pooratathi, Kumbam, Upper
Middle Class. Seeks Equally Well Edu-
cated Employed Alliance / Business
Groom from Same Community. 98424
70621, 9489201033.

NAIDU,23/157, FAIR, BE, MBA, SWEN-
GR, SRM Tech, 4Lac. PA, Well Set-
ted Family, CNB. 7299576644,
7299576666

SEEKING UK based South Indian
Brahmin preferably PG from Law
School for a Telugu brahmin girl PG
law Oxford 25/168 Koushika from be-
aurocratic family Ph: 9448092780

—_GROOM WANTED _
REDDY/REDDIAR
M.TECH(IT), lIT Sof
Engineer in MNC Bang

Sept 95 born/5'3" ¢

and

intelligent girl seeks highly

qualified handsome groom
preferably IIT/IIM background
well placed in MNCs or owning
a rtln—vr, working in Bangalore.
Proposal from Bangalore based
Doctor/LAS/K.AS is also
welcome. Father is a serving

senior LA.S, Officer.

Call: 9110266326

e-mall :

subrasurajl995@gmail.com

ROOM WANTED
KAMMA UNMARRIED 1980
Born, 5’5" MS USA Green
Card Very Fair Same Caste
& Abroad Groom Only.
7780587530 / 98856 63944
Email: subhash234@gmail.com
Telugu Viswakarma Girl 24, Fair, M.

Arch Chennai requires suitable bride-
groom. Whatsup details 94440 11069

DOCTOR / MD
BRIDE SEEKS
‘Well settled SMU parents seek
completed or pursuing MD/
M5 Doctors or well settled
Engineers with height 5'10
fend above aged between 30 to
34 yrs for their daughter fair,
5.6" completed MD
working in reputed hospital
in Chennai.
Mob: 91 98415 24064

»

BRIDES WANTED
OOKING FOR BRIDE

Owner of a Familiar Electronic Company in
Madurai s Son, Christian - CSI Mudaliyar; Age
28 years ; MBA ; Height - 5.9. Seeks Christian
CSI Bride, Mudaliyar or Other Class, Age - 22
to 25 years, Fair, MBA|PG. Coimbatore,
Bangalore & Chennai Residents Contact:-

95669 33305,

WB, Kumbhakar fair handsome 28+,
511", B Tech EC, NIT Trichy, Working
in Bangalore, Father Retired ISRO En-
gineer. Very beautiful, 5'6", less than

25 years, working in Bangalore prefer- D

red. Caste no bar, Bengali Speaking
Malayali  Bride also  preferred.
9496879814/9446480814.

Affluent, Cultured Catholic Family of
High repute seeks Alliance for their Ac-
complished Son - 32 Years, Post Gra-
duate Engineer, Running Family Ow-
ned Educational Institutions and Busi-
ness. Looking for an Educated Bride
from a well Established, High Profile
Family. Caste no bar. Contact Email :
ardfamily132@gmail.com

Velama Never Married, Hindu Cast No
Bar, 43/174 Double MS/Ph.D US Citi-
zen Seeks Slim Girl US/Canada. Con-
tact Parents Only 9966537784

ELITE RICH, Mudaliyar,1986/182
Mtech; MS Sweden, Uthiradam,seeks
suitable bride. 919884187197.

Hindu US Citi 46 B.Sc MA Unmarried
padmapalanisamy @gmail.com, Mana-
ger, seeks age 38-41, Ct:7395881522

BRAHMIN, ENGR, 38yrs, Poorattadhi,
Divorced, well settled in Chennai
seeks suitable Bride. Ct:
9884821741/ 9962650932

TAMIL BRAHMIN divorcee 40/182 NRI
employed in global company in East-
emn Europe looking for North /
South Indian brahmin girls without
issues. No demands simple mar-
riage.  contact on  whatsapp
+919246109979.

THEVAR Agamudayar 29/159 Thiru-
vonam, MDS Practice at Coimbatore,
seeks suitable bride. CT: 9944496853.

1985/175CM. IT. 25 Lakhs PA. Chen-
nai. Father Doctor. Seeks well edu-
cated bride. WhatsApp: 96290 12248

854,

Matrimon

6366448343

community. Contact: 6366448344

match. Contact: 6366448344

match. Contact: 6366448345

LINGAYAT WIDOWER 43/5'8" Handsome/
Business.24LPA Cast no bar. Pref.
Arch. Civil engg .Call 9607939311

NAIR BOY, 36, B.Tech. (IIT M), MBA
(IIMC), 170cm, Thrikketta, working in
private sector, Chennai, family at Tri-
vandrum, financially sound. Conta-
ct: 8281325227

VANIKAVASIYA (Chettiyar) youth 02/
06/1975, 189 cms, Pooruruttathi, Cen-
tral Govt. Servant. M.Sc, MCA. Cont:
9744015049

NEWYORK SETTLED Phd research scien-
tist hindu 29/155 cm seeks suit-
able alliance working/studying in
USA or indian doctor wiling to
settle in USA caste no bar Contact
7200771188

SM4 PUNJABI Civil Engg. boy 35yrs
[ 5’7" working in MNC as Manager
well-settled in Chennai. Pls send
biodata with Photo to email:
sujeev.2407 @gmail.com

MATCH FOR Handsome unmarried
Non Mangleek Vegetarian Mehta
1976/ 5.7 Dy. Billing Officer Ludhiana
boy 64000/~ PM. Employee/Educated
Preferred # 9779535800

SC, CHRISTIAN, AD, 42/5.4". unmar-
ried DEEE, Dip in Sound Engg super-
visor in  DE-Addiction  center
16500. Caste, Religion No Bar.
seeks below 36 yrs employed bride
unmarried or widow with no child,
M: 96773 28278

RC 48/164 PG, State,PSU,80K/pm well
settled Chennai Divorcee seeks suita-
ble Bride Caste NoBar.Ct:9789047692

CSI CHRISTIAN Nadar 32/177 MSc
Fair Executive 2L/pm Well Settled Fa-
mily from Chennai seeks Good looking
Bride from SameCaste.Ct:9445217001

v/ WANTED BRIDE for boy 35 yrs, ly-
er,Vadhool, Vadamal, Ashwini, work-
ing in MNC, Contact 9704171783

NAIDU Poorattadhi 31/164 ME Asst
Professor Chen - Divorcee seeks Bride
unmarried/Divorcee-no issue,Mudaliar/
Naidu pref. 9445689306 /9443052596

HINDU PILLAI, 42, 30,000 p.m seeks
suitable Bride. Divorcee or Widow,
Caste no Bar Contact: 9488070659.

HINDU VISVAGARMA 35yrs B.E,
Engineer, 20000 pm, seeks Bride,
caste no bar, Contact: 96003 03385.

ELITE BRIDES WANTED

BRAHMIN, 34, 193 cms, Businessman, Masters in
Engineering from Pennsylvania State University, Lives
in Chennai. Parents are into Business. Looking for a
well educated match. Contact: 6366448346

YADAV, 29, 170 cms, Businessman, Bachelors from
a reputed Institute. Lives in Bangalore. Father is into
Business. Looking for a compatible match. Contact:

DEVAR, 29, 165 cms, MS Engg, Software
Professional, Lives in Canada. Father is a
Businessman. Family is affluent. Looking for a
compatible and well educated Bride from any

GOUNDER/CASTE NO BAR, 35, 175 cms, MSc
Agricultural, Civil service. Lives in Chennai. Family is
affluent. Looking for a compatible and well educated

NADAR, 28, 170 cms, Not Working, Pursuing
Masters in Medicine, Lives in Chennai. Father is into
Business. Family is financially well off with a good net
worth. Looking for a compatible medical profession

ALLIANCE FOR Hindu, Adi Dravida,
MBBS 29. 9025333991

VANNIYAKULA KSHATRIYA Doctor M.D.,
M., slim fair good looking 45/
175 own hospital 5lac p.m. well
settled clean habits rich family
divorcee issueless seeks  bride
fair and slim doctor or any gradu-
ate from decent family unmarried/
divorcee below 39. No expectation
cell 6382218317

HINDU NADAR Age 26 175CM 2Lac PM
Seeks Suitable Groom KA. Raman
Nadar Whatsapp- 9380791999

SOZHIA VELLALAR Revathy B.Sc.,
47 Issueless Divorcee Own Business /
Own House. Seeks Suitable Girl. CNB.
98945 19582

THEVAR 40/172 B.E, MHRM, IT MNC
Chennai widower no issues 12.7L/pa
seeks any degree 30- 38yrs bride
same community.9789859427/
9841979234

GOVT EMPLOYEE, 44, ht 5ft 5 inch,
Jhansi, UP, Hindu, Yadav. Need sim-
ple educated girl. Cont: 8005170320
/srinivasmic @ gmail.com

CHENNAI BACHELOR 41 yrs Steady Pas-
sive Income 165¢cm Cln Habits Inter-
caste Proptd Seeks Bride Caste/Re-
ligion No Bar Widow/Divorcee With-
out Encumbrance Accepted Brkr Ex-
cuse Ph: 9884262093, 9962448607

CASTE NOBAR 38/164cm 9LPA MNC Ban-
galore looking for educated girl
contact 9980224560 9742224560
chockalingamp @ gmail.com

SAIVA PILLAI, 43, Legally Divorced /
no issues, well to do Affluent
Businessman. Seeks Bride preferably
Vegetarian. Contact: 99441 37308.

INTERCASTE Parents ( F- Brahmin/
M- Agamudaiyar) only son- 31yrs, Fair,
6 ft, Good Looking, B.E.,M.Tech from
NIT Trichy, Lead Engineer, MNC Ban-
galore, 20 Lakhs P.A, Parents retired
Govt. Officials upper Middle Class,
Living in Madurai, looking for compa-
tiable well educated ,Engineering Gra-
duates from educated Hindu Family.
E-mail:  psmoorthy2013@gmail.com/
Whatsapp: 9442087581 with photo
and details. Caste no Bar.

MUDALIAR 29 BE 170cm Swathi Chen-
nai seeks BE working bride.
Geetham 9884858014 6383394272

BERI CHETTIAR 29 MD Dr 180cm Owns
Hospital Chennai seeks Dr. Bride
CNB Geetham 9884858014 6383394272

HINDU NADAR 38, B.Sc, Chennai. Sal-
1 lakh, Looking Alliance for Remar-
riage. Already Have 2boy kids,
Aged 9& 8. Need loving & caring
Bride.No expectations,religion
caste etc., Brokers please Avoid.
9840075677

HINDU YADAVA Tamil 37/168, BE,
working as a Manager in Singapore.
Looking for good family backgound
and well educated Bride. Ct: 94873
77332. email: asai.msit@gmail.com

WANTED BRIDE for lyer Boy, 35yrs,
Athreyam, Magam. IT Professional
(DELL, Bangalore).Ct: 9566221968

HINDU, SC, Adidravidar, 33, M.
Tech, Civil Engineer, Thiruvonam,
Magaram, Working in Dubai. Ph:
9600382674

HINDU KARUNEEGAR, Vegetarian, 45
Divorced, Citizen of Canada. Ct
6383401504 Email: Anbae.Sivam.Ca@
gmail.com

BE (CS) MBA 33, 165cm Handsome
Uthiradam Magaram First Marriage
clean habits Private, Manager Good
income, Property living ~ Chennai
Fr. Agamudayar Hindu Mr. Vellalar
Christian both are Rtd Supts TN
Govt middle class / inter caste no
bar FC, BC only seeks good look-
ing, affadable, ~suitable ~girl be-
low 28yrs well settled or business
family preferred Parents in Siva-
ganga 90438 20970

Exclusive matchmaking service for the elite

From BharatMatrimony

6366448345

6366448343

6366448344

TELUGU BERI CHETTIAR 38/181cms
B.Tech,M.B.A 12lakhs/PA Seeks suit-

able Tamil/Telugu Chennai girl.
Veg preferred Ct 9444559768/
04442859960

SAIVA PILLAI 35yrs/173cm, miri-
gaserisham BE, businessman/fair,
clean  habits/divorcee,no  issues/
well settled family, seeks veg or
eggterian bride aged below 33.
9698635206. gks98428 @ gmail.com

HINDU DKV Pallan, age 39/167cm,
Manager Nationalized Bank, Seeks
suitable Bride. Ct.No. 8056371995.

29/177, PH.D, 40000pm Well Set-
tled, Own House Seeks Fair Bride
from any Caste/ Religion. Send
BHP. 9789847577 / indiragandhicong @
gmail.com

BE., GENERAL Manager at Ahmedabad,
Gujarat.  Native near  Avinashi
Tirupur dist. Age 38, Kongu Vel-
lalar Gounder, Ht 5.5.Enough prop-
erty. Salary above 1lakh, only sis-
ter married. Caste no bar. Seeks a
suitable  girl.Cont- 9979898674,
prabathk256 @ gmail.com

MADHAN B.E, 33/176cms, Poosam Sai-
va Vellala Pillai (Veg) Rs 73 lacs
PA Netherlands. Seeks Bride from
Saiva  Vellalar, wiling to go
abroad. WA 09840516190.

HINDU NADAR, 32, Tall , Handsome,
SW Engineer, Dubai Onsite earing 45
Lakhs Per annum, well settled Family
seeks suitable Bride. Ct: 94438 60983,
94429 84922

SCAD AGE 49 (First Marriage) Govt.
Job Salary 40000/~ seeks Bride age
below40. Ct: 9884184869

32/175CM, BANGALORE based Mudaliar
boy, MS, employed in MNC, from cul-
tured family seeks educated bride.
Contact 9448084856 or 080-48530820
or email:karnesh89 @yahoo.com

SAIVA PILLAI 33, 5 foot 8 inch
fair and handsome, BE (Telecom),
Officer Indian Army tech branch,
18 lacs PA, son of retd army offi-
cer looking for affable and well
educated girl. Equal and sub caste
no bar. 9448307862.

Hindu Family seeks suitable match
for their Son 29/5.7/BE/Software Engr/
Fair/Sc-Caste No Bar/well settled Fa-
mily. Seeks Bride from Educated and
well  Settled Family. Cont No
9448603539/9845401461.

SAIVA PILLAI/DESIGAR Visagam 30/
179, MCA, MBA, Software Engineer
Chennai 7 Lacs/p.a. seeks Suitable
Employed Bride from Same Sect. Mail:
snathans90 @yahoo.com/ 9791442322

ELITE GROOMS WANTED

BRAHMIN, 25, 165 cms, Bachelors in Engineering,
Software Professional. Lives in Chennai. Father is a
Professional. Family is financially well off. Looking for
compatible and well educated match. Contact

BRAHMIN, 28, 163 cms, Professional, MA(LLB) from
premier Institute, Lives in Chennai. Father is retired
and Mother is a professional. Looking for a like
minded and well educated match. Contact:

PILLAI, 28, 163 cms, Doctor, MD, Lives in Chennai.
Father is a Businessman. Family is affluent. Looking
for a compatible and well educated doctor match
from Mudaliyar/ Pillai community. Contact:

NADAR, 23, 160 cms, Not Working, Masters in
Innovation and Entrepreneurship. Lives in Chennai.
Father is a Businessman, Family is financially well off.
Looking for a well educated match from the same
community. Contact: 6366448346

NADAR, 25, 165 cms, Entrepreneur, MBA, Lives in
Chennai. Father is into Business. Family is affluent.
Looking for a compatible and well educated match
from Nadar community. Contact: 6366448344

Call for Free Consultation @ 99629 76000
) www.elitematrimony.com

TAMIL  VISWAKARMA,  39/170,
Thiruvonam/ Rich/ CA/ MNC. 70,000
seeks same Caste Bride. 9486320982.

VANNIAR BOY 32 Magam, BE, SWE,
Chennai Rs 65Kpm, Limping in
R.Leg, Seeks Graduate girl. Ct:
9789297542

RICH HYDERABAD Brahmin + Pillai
caste no bar 36/BE own Govt.
Contractor 500Crs Familyseeks rich
Bride : 9884300680

HINDU, B.E, MBA, Manager, working
in Central Govt. company, 45, seeks
alliance from any graduate girl. No
expectations. caste no bar

Contact: 9489302145

NAIDU CHENNAI Age 47 68Kgs/174cms
(Divorce) seeks bride, Caste No
Bar. Contact: 8754478892

NAIDU, MAGHAM, 31/176, Handsome,
B.Arch Architect / Business, Chen-
nai, Affluent Educated & Well set-
tled family, seeks well groomed,
Educated & Pleasant looking Bride
from descent & Broadminded family
with Traditional values - Doctors
/ Engineers /Any degree. 9884876246

HINDU (MUKKULATHOR) 42 yrs, never
married, B.E, Senior Manager at
MNC (Software) Chennai, Seeks suit-
able unmarried gl 35-39 yrs.
Cont: 7397289096.

HINDU NADAR Manager in Software Co
29/163/(BE), BBA, PG Dip / 5 Lakhs
pa seeks suitable Chennai Hindu
Graduate 24 plus Girl 9445531558

BANGALORE BASED Mudaliar 29yrs
B.com MBA only son reputed job
kadakam poosam 3rd padam seeks edu-
cated brides with/without job of
same caste age 23-27 yrs subsects
accepted parents contact directly
9157091750, whats app-9480468357,
brokers excuse

MUDALIYAR THIRUVONAM, 30yrs/178cm,
Fair, M.Tech. PhD (IIT Bombay),
MNC Taiwan, 3 lakh per month, Edu-
cated family, own house at Chennai

95667 33305

ILLATHU PILLAI,
Sr.Consultant, Abudhabi, 60 Lac/pa,
seeks suitable educated Fair Bride.

36/167, B.E.,

Caste No Bar. No Brokers.

9894114549

SAIVAMUDALIAR 65 unmarried Govt
Pensioner Rs.40000 good health and
taller, Pure Veg. seeks Hindu Vegetari-
an unmarried brides & widows welco-
me. Cont : 9443615689

HINDU NAICKER 45yrs /179cms BE,US
return ~ High  Networth,  Clean
Habits, 1st marriage, Veg, seeks
Bride. CasteNoBar. Divorcee/Widows
pls excuse +91-7397267754,
wedadv09 @ gmail.com

HINDU NADAR, KK District, Widower,
Age 37 ME,PhD, Asst Professor,
Bride Wanted. Ct:8248267494

HINDU NADAR Age 33 BE/ MS 180cm
600000Lac Working in Canada Groom
KA Raman Nadar.Whatsapp-9380791999

BRAHMIN, 40, Associate Project Man-

ager HCL Technologies Madurai.
Seeks any Brahmin Girl, Ph:
9487851429

IYER GROOM 35/179Cm Thiruvonam/Mag-
aram, B.Sc, Diploma in Software
Testing, Sr.S/W Engr IBM Chennai,
Seeks well Educated Bride.Ct:
9962185123

ASTASHASRAM, IYER, Ashwini, Apr.
1976, MS, well settled Seeks educated
1st Marriage lyer brides only. BHP :
sree.lashmi108 @ gmail.com

RICH MUDALIYAR 26/MBA ownRice
Exports Malaysia,Singapore ,Resorts,
Malls seeks bride Ct: 7200067015
HINDU BRAHMIN, Remarriage, 42, BE,
MBA, IT, Clean Habit, Pure Veg,
Seek  Suitable  Bride.  CNB.
9003052848

IYER,VADAMA, 40YEARS. Self Em-
ployed Chartered Accountant. Right
leg slightly short. He can walk
and drive vehicle normally. Need
suitable Bride. Call 9994934568

SEEKING ALLIANCE for our son lyer
(Kerala Brahmin) Koundinyam, Bra-
hacharanam, Magam 26/180cm, BS/MS
from Harvard Univ, Living in USA.
Horoscope match must. 18+ years
please send details to:
lotusvivahum@gmail.com or what-
sapp: +1 (732) 372-8410

BRIDES WANTED

HINDU Mudaliar - 48 years
smart looking, Highlevel
1.T Professional, U.S. Citizen
divorced Groom seeks
HINDU good looking
educated (IT/ENG/Doct)
Bride around 42 single,
Divorcee, Widow without
issues and Caste no bar.

Contact: 86109 65645

PILLAI 35/ BE Uthirattathi WIPRO
Bangalore 65000pm. CT: 9994059345,
9994169345.

NAIDU GAVARA 36/162 wheatish
Punarpoosam (1) Raghu, Kethu BE
Web Designer, BOSCH-Coimbatore.
10-12L, Father Retd.Professor seeks
bride with Preferred Degree - BE/MCA/
MBA,Employed preferred.Subcaste no
bar. CT: 94894-66070, 94861-85436.

KAMMANAIDU MANOJ A 30/176cm, Ay-
iliyam, B.Sc Nautical Science Ma-
rine Job Seeking Bride with Pleas-
ing Personality. sssbms@gmail.com
9841311597

NAIDU 33/178CM B.Tech MBA ARCHI-
TECT Only 2 Months Mutual Divorce
No Children.Only Son Well Settled
Family.Seeks ~ Bride  below 32
Ct:9176667276

KAMMA 47/175 unmarried younglook
MCA Manager IBM Chen 20Lpa seeks
Educatd Fc/Bc pref.Bride.9025627013

KAMMA-NAIDU 33YRS/156/B.SC Anurad-
ha/Scorpio F&B Mngr,Singapore Sal
1.5Ls. Seeks Bride Send BHP
7397792931

KAMMA 32YR/156/BE-ECE Makaram/
Midunam Sr.Engr L&T 75000 slightly
Polio Seeks Bride 9550557682/
7397792931

NAIDU, 28/177, Handsome, B.Tech,
SWE, CTS, 700000.PA, Well Settled
Family, CNB. 7299576644, 7299576666

NAIDU CHENNAI 30/6.1" ME Phd seeks
slim fair well educated good fami-
ly bride contact 9944533545

TELUGU BRAHMIN 6000 NIYOGI
Koundiya - 33 yrs, 172 cms BE -
Asst Mgr (4.2 L PA) Seeks Suitable
Alliance  Subsect No Bar. Ct
9620999580

HINDU BTech Software MNC BLORE
23 LPA 28 yrs Bharadwaja Gothram
Star Chaitra - seeks Telugu/Kannada/
Tamil spkng Employed Girl - Late Fa-
ther Tamil lyengar, Mother Telugu

seeks  engineering  qualified Kshatrya Raju, Central Gowvt Em-
bride(ECE,EEE,CSc.) ~ Contact  No. ployee- Jhansilakshmi100@gmail.com
9445125966 8904332486

SENGUNTHA MUDALIAR, 33, 167, Ay-
ilyam, Kadagam, No Dosham, Diploma
CSE, Associate in Sutherland, Chen-
nai, 30K, seeks educated bride,Ct.
9204657704, rdpkumar328 @ gmail.com

PILLAI 35 Balamurugan Diploma Engg
Own Business, Rs.40000/pm Seeks
bride  from any  caste.CALL:
7094369714

PATTINAVAR CHETTIAR Anusham/
Viruchigam 33 years Marine Engi-
neer seeks educated, good looking
bride from decent family in and
around Nagapattinam. Ct: 9965875099

URDU 26/6.2 B.Com (Hons), MBA
Finance, German Associates (SPS)
Amazon seeks BE (PG) or Engineer
bride. Send Bio data with photo to mail
id: syedo46.s0@gmail.com

MARRIAGE BUREAU

MUSLIM ALLIANCE only. Married/ Un-
married.  Best Rib  matched.
7200176211

FOR ALL Types of Muslim Alliances
Call Faridha: 9840223815

GENERAL

THE STUDY

An Institute for IAS

Content Developer +

Translator
(ENGLISH MEDIUM)
® Appeared in the UPSC
CSE (Mains/Interview)
e Has a minimum 1 year
of experience
o Optional Subject Must
be - History
CAMERA &
COMPUTER OPERATOR
Interested candidates can
send their CV at this
| Email ID- info@thestudyias.net |
Contact us

9999516388,7217869545
210, Virat Bhawan, lind Floor,
Near Post Office,

Dr. Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi-09

MEDICAL

ONLINE / contact class usg / echo
/ cosmetology - 9940212129

BUSINESS OFFER
|___BUSINESS |

USED CAR For Sale Steam machine
man-machine make good running con-
dition call 9841038517

BUSINESS OFFER

OUR EXPORT and Retail Business
looks for Investing /Working part-
ner on Monthly Profit sharing.
6381095123.

BUSINESS FOR SALE

CHENNAI BASED 23yrs old well estab-
lished popular profitably running
Spoken English Institute for sale.
Nine Course Materials, Customer Da-
ta, Good Will, Equipment furniture
20L neg Owner going abroad.
9150472959

REAL ESTATE
RESIDENTIAL LAND

WANTED APPD. Plots in Chennai
around Tambaram to Chengalpet,
OMR& ECR 1 to 5 Grounds with Clear
Title Ct: Maria Jude 9962186790 /
7200712467

SELLING
COMMERCIAL LAND

COMMERCIAL LAND 105000 sqft @
prime locality in Pondicherry.
Contact: 9786912637

GENERAL

TAMILNADU KODAIKANAL Lake
Township Observatory road prime land
1acre Bungalow for sale. 95006 42930

EDUCATIONAL
COACHING CLASSES

®

University.

perannum are eligible.

SAMKALP @

Asocially committed organisation
(Jan Kalyan Shiksha Samittee )
Scheme of Free Coaching for SC and OBC Students
Authorized by Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment
Government of India for the Year 2021-2022

“FREE COACHING COURSE”
(FOR CIVIL SERVICES EXAM)

will start from
18" October 2021

Minimum Qualification: Graduation from Recognized

Students belonging to SG/OBC, having total family
income from all sources of Rupees 8 lakhs or less

Submission of Application date extended till 4th
October 2021 Online or by Post.

Note:- English Medium Only

Download Application Form and other details
from our Website

http://samkalpiascoaching.com

VACANCIES
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~——

SATHYABAMA

INSTITUTE OF SCIEWCE AND TECHNOLOET
IBEESED T8 0E W
N L

www Aty el

vites Application for the Post o
Professor
Associate Professor
Asslstanlhl’rohssor

CSE | IT | AUTO | BIOTEGH |
MBA | COMMERCE | PHYSICS |
CHEMISTRY | MATHEMATICS |
ENGLISH

Scientists /| PDF /
Research Associates /
Full Time Scholars
in the foliowing Arsas

Molecular and Nanomedicines
Energy Conversion & Storage
Biomatarials & Blomedical
Qcoan and Environmental
Satelite Communication
Advanced Materials

Network Sensors

Robotics & Automation
Artificial Intelligence and
Machine Learning

Internet of Things (1OT)
Cyber Physical Systems

3D Printing

Marine Biotechnology

Surface Engineering & Manufacturing

Ellgibility :
Ph.D. | PDF | M.E | M.Tech. /| M.Sc

Candidates may apply
through this link:

https:/iforms.gle/CE66PHxale7qkN9m8

Last date for submission is
1* October, 2021.
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ONLINE BATCHES ALSO AVAILABLE

631, Mukherjee Nagar

9818567494

DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries and
satisfy themselves about the authenticity
of an advertisement before responding to
publication / advertisement any in this
newspaFer. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD.,
the Publisher & Owner of this newspaper,
does not vouch for the genuineness of any
advertisement or advertiser or for any of
the advertiser's products and/or services.
In no event can the Owner, Publisher,
Printer, Editor, Director(s), Employee(s) of
this newspaper / company be held re-
sponsible}jliable in any manner what so
ever for any claims and/or damages for
publications / advertisements in this
newspaper.
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Allot lIand to the evicted, Assam CM told

Students’ union accuses govt. of pre-planned move to instigate people in Sipajhar violence case

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The All Assam Minority Stu-
dents’ Union (AAMSU) on Sa-
turday set a seven-day dea-
dline for Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma to al-
lot land for thousands of pe-
ople being evicted from large
swathes of government land
in Darrang district’s Sipajhar.

The union also accused
the State administration of a
pre-planned move to insti-
gate the people by not giving
them sufficient time to va-
cate the land.

“We did meet the Chief
Minister on the Gorukhuti
project [reclamation of
77,000 bighas of government
land from squatters] and de-
cided that the people will be
given space elsewhere to re-
settle. But there was a dis-
connect between the CM and
the Darrang district adminis-
tration, which showed no in-
terest in the resettlement of
the people to be evicted,”
AAMSU president Rejaul Ka-
rim Sarkar said in northern

APCC members submit a memorandum to Governor Jagdish
Mukhi requesting intervention in the Sipajhar eviction case, at
Raj Bhavan in Guwahati on Friday. =emi

Assam’s Kharupetia.

He said the eviction notice
was given to 244 families in
Dhalpur No. 3 village at mid-
night and were asked to va-
cate within a few hours.

No time given

“They did not give time to
the people to dismantle their
houses and three mosques.
Although the people agreed
to shift quietly, the police
started damaging their be-
longings and setting them on

fire. This agitated the villag-
ers,” Mr. Sarkar said.

Impartial probe

The AAMSU leader said the
government must allot land
within seven days for the dis-
placed families. “We have
agreed to move out, but
there is no clarity on where
they will go. We cannot trust
the district authorities since
800 families evicted on Sep-
tember 20 were shown an in-
habitable area where 300 fa-

Assam’s land policy
says people living
on government land
for 10-15 years are
entitled to land
rights. But here, the
government evicted
people settled for
more than 50 years
inhumanely

AMINUL ISLAM
AIUDF legislator

C

milies are already living,” he
said.

In Guwahati, a team of
eight All India United Demo-
cratic Front (AIUDF) legisla-
tors submitted a memoran-
dum to Governor Jagdish
Mukhi demanding an impar-
tial probe into the Sipajhar
incident where two people,
including a minor, were shot
dead.

“Assam’s land policy says
people living on government
land for 10-15 years are entit-
led to land rights. But here,
the government evicted peo-
ple settled for more than 50

BKU will remain apolitical, says Tikait

‘Farmer unions ready to discuss a law guaranteeing MSP with government’

ANUJ KUMAR
GHAZIABAD

The poll pundits are watch-
ing which way the Bharatiya
Kisan Union (BKU) would tilt
during the upcoming As-
sembly polls in Uttar Pra-
desh. In an interview with
The Hindu, Rakesh Tikait,
BKU national spokesperson,
said the union would remain
apolitical and that he had no
political ambitions. “We are
farmers and not into politics.
Those who will work for their
interests, farmers will elect
them on their own,” he said.

There are indications that
the U.P. government would
increase the State Advisory
Price (SAP) of sugarcane
soon. Mr. Tikait said the BJP
would try to distract farmers
before the polls. “The party
promised 3370 [per quintal]
before the 2017 polls. Even if
they increase the SAP after
four years, the party has a lot
to answer. Considering the
inflation, the farmers would
not settle for less than 3425,”
he said.

Refusing to take credit for
mounting the farmers’ move-
ment in western Uttar Pra-
desh, Mr. Tikait said the BKU
would continue to work as a
pressure group to keep a
check on the promises made
by political parties to the
farmers. “The movement has

ERT 4

Rakesh Tikait

given an opportunity to Op-
position parties to become
the face of farmers. How will
it pan out, I don’t know. I
have no political ambition,”
he said.

Baghpat event

Describing the ritual ceremo-
ny of former Rashtriya Lok
Dal president Ajit Singh in
Baghpat as a “social event”,
he said political meanings
should not be drawn out of
his elder brother and BKU
president Naresh Tikait’s pre-
sence at the event last week.
“You will not see me sharing
the political stage with Jayant
(Chaudhary) or any political
leader. We pay tributes to
Chaudhary Devi Lal on his
birth anniversary as well but
that doesn’t mean we are pol-
itically aligned with the In-

dian National Lok Dal.”

On the notion that the BKU
cadre would put its weight
behind the RLD, Mr. Tikait
said there were many in the
movement who would even-
tually vote for the BJP. “There
are many who render all sup-
port to the movement but I
know they will go with the
BJP because of local pres-
sures. If the government de-
cides to increase the sugar-
cane price, it will benefit all
farmers, not farmers of a par-
ticular caste or religion.”

However, he didn’t rule
out the possibility of mem-
bers of the Tikait family en-
tering the fray. “I can guaran-
tee only about my vote. I
can’t assure you of even my
wife’s.”

From raising religious slo-
gans to talking about pen-
sions for personnel of para-
military forces and
permanent jobs for sanita-
tion workers, Mr. Tikait, in
his speeches, gives an im-
pression that he is seeking
space in the political arena.
The movement, he said, had
become like a train, where
different bogies represent dif-
ferent social classes.

“The movement has given
us a platform to reach out to
them and foster social amity.
The Constitution gives us per-
mission to raise religious

chants. After the Muzaffarna-
gar mahapanchayat, Muslim
farmers tolled bells in tem-
ples. Can the BJP make them
do this?” he said. “We have
realised the Muzaffarnagar
riots were sponsored by the
BJP.”

Referring to the tension
between Gurjars and Rajputs
over Samrat Mihir Bhoj’s sta-
tue and the mahapanchayat
called by Gathwala khap of
Jats in Muzaffarnagar on Sun-
day, Mr. Tikait said the ruling
party was at it again. “They
have a specialised wing that
works on dividing people,
while we seek to mend ties,”
he said.

Mr. Tikait said farm unions
were keen to talk if the go-
vernment was ready to dis-
cuss a law that guaranteed
the MSP to farmers. “This go-
vernment lies to the public.
When they put the condition
that the laws would not be re-
voked, we said as the farm
laws are currently suspend-
ed, we could talk on the MSP
law, but there was no res-
ponse.”

On the practicality of the
MSP law in a free-market eco-
nomy, he said when the busi-
ness houses could put a price
tag on their products and the
law backs it, why can’t farm-
ers get even an assured mini-
mum price on their produce.

years inhumanely,” AIUDF
legislator Aminul Islam said.

Muslims in Assam have
been harassed in the name
of National Register of Citi-
zens, D (doubtful) voters, de-
clared foreigners, popula-
tion control bill, -cattle
protection and such policies,
he said.

“It seems that the Chief
Minister and his government
derive sadistic pleasure from
killing and harassing poor
people belonging to the mi-
nority community. This is
being done to please their
BJP and RSS masters since
the Hindutva forces are los-
ing ground elsewhere in the
country,” Mr. Islam said.

He said it was natural for
people with their backs to
the wall to react. “If you
strike a beehive, won’t the
bees sting? The Constitution
of India bestows the right to
private defence, but that
does not mean they should
be shot. A CM is for all com-
munities, not for Hindus
alone,” he said.

Man acquitted
of charges of
abducting,
raping minor

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court re-
cently acquitted a man for
kidnapping and raping a
minor. It held “the evidence
suggests that the physical
relationship between them
was consensual”.

The case dates back to
2015, when the minor was
studying in Class IX.

The man’s advocate said
the prosecution has failed
to prove that the victim
was a minor. He also said
that the girl’s brother said
he was 27 years old at the
time of the incident and
that the girl was five youn-
ger to him.

Maharashtra govt. calls off
Health Dept. recruitment exam

Rajesh Tope blames firm arrangements were outsourced to

STAFF REPORTER
MUMBAI

In a major embarrassment
for the Maharashtra govern-
ment, recruitment examina-
tion for 6,200 posts in the
Public Health Department
had to be postponed on Fri-
day night. The exam was
scheduled on Saturday for
which over six lakh appli-
cants had enrolled.

The State government
claimed that the company to
whom the responsibility of
making necessary arrange-
ments was outsourced, was
unable to fulfill the duty. As
per the schedule, on Sep-
tember 25 and 26, examina-
tion for the Group C and
Group D posts were to be
held respectively.

Shows carelessness

The Opposition and student
bodies slammed the State
government over its care-
lessness and appointing a
company which was already
blacklisted demanding in-
quiry and action against offi-
cials involved.

According to the state-
ment issued by the State’s
Public Health Department,
the next date of the examina-
tion will be announced only
after fulfilling all the techni-

Na Ay A

The next date of the examination will be announced only

after fulfilling all the technical requirements, the
government department said. =FiLE PHOTO

cal requirements.

“The examinations are be-
ing postponed because out-
sourced company Nyasa
Communications Pvt. Ltd.
could not make the neces-
sary arrangements for the
exams in due time,” it said.
State’s Public Health Minis-
ter Rajesh Tope apologised
to the students and their fa-
milies for the trouble.

“The Health Department
extended all necessary coop-
eration to conduct the exam
to the company. Despite all
the cooperation and help,
the company conveyed on
September 24 at 7 p.m. that it
could not finish preparations
of providing hall tickets and
making seating arrange-
ments,” the statement said.

As per the company’s
agreement with the State go-
vernment, the Health De-
partment was to provide
question papers; rest of the
arrangements, including de-
signing website, online appli-
cations, provide hall ticket,
make sitting arrangements
and publish merit list was to
be done by the said compa-
ny.
Leader of the Opposition
Devendra Fadnavis demand-
ed inquiry into the incident
alleging middlemen having
infiltrated the system lead-
ing to its collapse. “The State
government cannot do away
with its responsibility. It can-
not do a single work proper-
ly. It messes everything that
it touches,” he said.
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Varadaraja Gopalan
ex-Liptons, 94 years
passed away peacefully in
Hyderabad on 21-09-2021.

Deeply maurned by
Jaya (wife) Ravi, Swarnalata, Suri (children)

Ph: 040-29553961

Prof P N Gururajan
(15.10.1846 - 20.09.2021)
Attained Lotus fest of Sriman Narayana
His 10" day ceremony on the 29,08.2021
Sons, Daughters and Grandchildren
Ph; 9884097448
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between 10a.m. and 8p.m.
New Delhi : 011- 43579797
Rate for New Delhi:
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DEATH
SAD DEMISE

1934 - 2021

Sri §. Ramanathan

(Ex Firestone Tyres)
Attained Almighty's Lotus Fest
on 24th Sept 2021 7.25 am

mosunmed by
Wite Bhavani, Sons Shekar,
Raghuram and their families and
a lot of Friends and Relatives.
+91 9003233129
ramanathan_bhavani@yahoo.com

REMEMBRANCE

K.S. ANANTHALAKSHMI (77)
Wio, Late. K.S.ANANTHANARAYANAN
°'“”"""E;‘,ﬂ'1 &gngyggmmmm

Fondly remembevred by:
ANEDASUBRAMANIAM, A. SRIRAM
AGANESH, A.SHARADA,
Grand Childrens & Relatives

9444034122 /97102 03636

In memory of your loved ones

To dedicate a space in this section,
Please contact:

011-43579797
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477 75, H.P.STATE POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD "'L:;"

[ f “HIM PARIVESH”, PHASE III, / ;; i
T NEW SHIMLA-171009 3.

Public Notice

According to the provisions of EIA Notification No. SO 1533 dated 14-09-2006, HP State Pollution Control
Board invites suggestions, views, comments and objections on the proposal of M/s A-One Enterprises,
(Smt. Monika Garg Prop.), House No. 603, Sector-7, Panchkula, Haryana for extraction /collection of
Stone Boulders, Bajri & Sand (Mining of minor minerals) @ 94,386 TPA at Khasra No. 368/288/239/2
(Leased land), falling in Mauza and Mohal-Bangran, Tehsil Paonta Sahib, Distt. Sirmour over an area of
4.2441 Hectares (50-07 Bighas). The aforesaid Project Proponent has submitted Executive Summary
(both in Hindi and English) and Draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report (Draft EIA Report) (in
English only) related to the aforesaid unit for the purpose of perusal by all concerned.

Local affected persons and others having plausible stake in the environmental impacts of the project may
inspect the Executive Summary available (both in Hindi and English) and Environmental Impact
Assessment and Environmental Management Plan (in English only) as submitted by the project
proponent in the offices of : (i) Director (Environment, S&T), Department of Environment, Science &
Technology, Paryavaran Bhawan, Near U.S. Club, Shimla H.P.- 171001. (i) District Magistrate, Sirmaur at
Nahan Distt. Sirmaur, H.P. (iii) Chairman, Zila Parishad, Sirmaur at Nahan, Distt Sirmaur (iv) District
Industries Centre, Sirmaur at Nahan, Distt. Sirmaur, HP. (v) Ministry of Environment & Forests, Regional
Office, Pearson Road, FRI Campus, New Forest, Dehradun-248006. (vi) Regional Officer, H.P. State
Pollution Control Board, Paonta Sahib Distt. Sirmaur, H.P. (vii) Headquarter of the H.P. State Pollution
Control Board, “Him Parivesh” Phase-lll, New Shimla-171009 during normal working hours on any
working day till the Public Hearing is over. In addition to this, these documents shall be also available in the
office of the Sub Divisional Magistrate, Paonta Sahib, Distt. Sirmaur, H.P. & also on the website of the
State Board (www.hppcb.nic.in). Suggestions, views, comments and objections from local affected
persons and others having plausible stakes in the environment impacts of the project will be accepted by
the State Board up to 27-10-2021.

Environmental Public Hearing related to the proposal of above-mentioned unit is proposed at Temple Hall,
Main Road, Village Bangran, Tehsil Paonta Sahib, Distt. Sirmaur, H.P. on 27-10-2021 at 12:30 P.M.
Local affected persons and others having plausible stake in the environment impacts of the projects are
also invited to participate in the aforesaid Public Hearing. The traveling and incidental costs to attend the
Public Hearing shall be borne by the participants themselves.

(APOORV DEVGAN, |.A.S.)

MEMBER SECRETARY
H.P. STATE POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD, SHIMLA

KARNATAKA STATE ROAD TRANSPORT CORPORATION

Central Offices, Stores and Purchase Dept., K.H. Road,

Shanthinagar, Bengaluru-560027

NOTICE INVITING TENDER NO. 04 DATED: 22.09.2021

Tenders (Pre-qualification and or commercial offers) through e-procurement portal (https://
eproc.karnataka.gov.in) are invited for supply the following goods / services:

Tender Value Last date for
Tender No. Nomenclature in Lakhs submission of
Rs. (Approx) [tender @ 17:00 Hrs.
G-17/21-22 Procurement. of PVC Leather Cloth / Vinyl 900.00 26.11.2021
Coated Fabric.
G-18/21-22 |Procurement of Automotive Glasses. 1300.00 26.11.2021
G-19/21-22 Procu.rement of 2K PU Paints & Allied 1300.00 26.11.2021
Materials.
G-20/21-22 |Procurement of Tyre & Tube patches. 170.00 26.11.2021
Supply, Installation & Commissioning of
G-21/21-22 DG Sets on Turnkey Basis. 80.00 26.10.2021
G-22/21-22 Supp!y, Insta!latlon & Commlsgonlng of 25.00 26.10.2021
Welding machine on Turnkey basis.
Supply, Installation & Commissioning of
G-23/21-22 [SCreW type Air Compressor & Nitrogen 110.00 26.10.2021
generation Inflator suitable for tyre filling of
passenger buses on turnkey basis.
Supply, Installation & Commissioning of
G-24/21-22 |Diesel Smoke meter with Engine RPM & Oil 20.00 26.10.2021
temperature gauge / sensor on turnkey basis.
G-25/21-22 Supply, Installatlgn & ’Commlssmnmg .of 350.00 26.10.2021
Major Garage equipment’s on turnkey basis.
G-26/21-22 SL.Jpply, Installatlgn & ‘Comm|SS|on|ng .of 60.00 26.10.2021
Minor Garage equipment’s on turnkey basis.

Tender numbers G-50/20-21 dated 19.03.2021 Procurement of 2K PU Paints & Allied Material,
G-25/20-21 dated 23.12.2020 for the procurement of Tyre & tube patches, G-26/20-21 dated
23.12.2020 Supply, Installation & Commissioning of Plant & Machinery on turnkey basis,
G-05/20-21 dated 11.11.2020 Supply and Installation of CCTV surveillance system and
G-09/20-21 dated 11.11.2020 Procurement of Automotive Cables & Wires are been cancelled
due to technical reasons.

Further any addendum / corrigendum in respect of change in calendar of events, specification,
scope, other tender terms and conditions etc, will be uploaded / published through e-portal only.
NOTE: Interested suppliers need to register in the e-procurement portal. For further information
log into https://leproc.karnataka.gov.in. In case of further assistance, contact e-procurement
cell (Phone No. 080-22230960, 080-22234115). Interested suppliers may also contact
e-procurement cell for training on bid submission. Mail to eprocurementhelpdesk@gmail.

com for further information if required. Sdl-, Controller of Stores & Purchases

DIPR/DDU/LC/1679/2021-22 (Tender Inviting Authority)

STAY PROTECTED FROM COVID-19, NO CARELESSNESS UNTIL THERE IS A CURE.
- 6 Feet N - & . .
@ @ Wear Mask ‘ 'n' “Follow Physical Distancing 'n' & Maintain Hand Hygiene

CHENNAI BENGALURU INDUSTRIAL CORRIDOR-TUMAKURU

INDUSTRIAL TOWNSHIP LTD (CBIC-TITL)

5th Floor, Khanija Bhavan, Race Course Road, Bengaluru — 560 001.
Phone No. 22267900, Fax : 22267901 website : www.kiadb.in
email: mdcbic23@gmail.com

No. CBICTITL/ENGG/ETND-EP-01/7816/2021-22

Date: 24.09.2021

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
(Through GOK e - Procurement Portal Only)

Request For Qualification cum Request For Proposal (RFQ cum RFP) under two cover
bid system is invited for the work mentioned below as per the Karnataka Transparency in
Public Procurement Act 1999 and Rules 2000 and other relevant Acts through electronic
procurement, Government of Karnataka from eligible Agencies, firm, companies, etc who
have got adequate financial resources, state of the art technology, suitable construction
equipments, technical man power & sufficient past experience for the following work as per
the schedule given below:

Approx cost
put to tender
(Rs.in Crores)
(Including all
Taxes and GST)

1 2 3 4 5

Design, Construction, Testing,
Commissioning and Operation &
Maintenance of Infrastructure Works at
Activation Area Phase-A of Tumakuru
Industrial Node under CBIC Scheme,
Vasanthanarasapura Industrial Area 4th
Phase, Tumakuru Taluk & District
including Roads, Cross Drainage
Structures, Bridges, Utilities, Area
Landscaping, Potable & recycle Water
Supply Network, Firefighting System,
1|Storm Water Drainage,
Residential/Industrial Sewage Network,
Industrial Effluent Collection Network,
Power infrastructure work including
Substation, Sewage/Effluent Pumping
Stations, Rising Mains, Water Treatment
Plant (WTP), Sewage Treatment Plant
(STP), Common Effluent Treatment Plant
(CETP), Administrative Building on EPC
Basis including 4 year Operation and
Maintenance.(2nd Call)

The salient features of the project, eligibility criteria and prescribed formats for submission
can be accessed in the RFQ cum RFP document uploaded on the website from
Government of Karnataka Procurement Portal www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in after
27.09.2021. Sd/-

DIPR/DDU/Zen/R.0:1684/2021-22 Managing Director, CBICTITL, Bengaluru

Time for
completion
Including
Monsoon

Bid Security
(Rs. in
Crores)

Sl.

No Name of the Work

840.00 16.80 36 Months

STAY PROTECTED FROM COVID-19, NO CARELESSNESS UNTIL THERE IS A CURE.

Wear i < § Feet > o S Maintai
< o aintain
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A.P. police seize 3,350 kg
of ganja, arrest four
KAKINADA
The East Godavari police have
arrested four persons and
seized 3,350 kg of ganja
worth ¥3.5 crore. The
accused have been identified
as Vishal Singh and Rintu of
Moradabad district in Uttar
Pradesh, and V. Babu Rao and
K. Gopala Rao of Chintoor
Agency.

Entry ticket to Mysuru
palace to cost more
MYSURU

After Mysuru zoo, the entry
ticket to the palace, the city's
most visited tourist
destination, will cost more.
The ticket price has been
hiked from ¥70 to ¥100 for
adults while the ticket for
children accompanying
visitors has been hiked from
%30 to ¥50. Nearly ¥20 in the
ticket goes towards the GST,
the palace board said.

Bars, eateries to open in Kerala

Seating capacity
not to exceed
50%; more sectors
likely to open

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala government has
allowed indoor dining and
in-person service in restau-
rants, bars, beer and wine
parlours and toddy shops
with a limited seating capac-
ity not exceeding 50% of the
capacity from Sunday.

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan said here on Saturday
that patrons should provide
proof of vaccination against
COVID-19, “at least two dos-
es”, or arecent RT-PCR nega-
tive certificate, to be served.
Even proof of recent recov-
ery from the infection would
suffice for admission to the
establishments.

The government has also
withdrawn the regulation
that required citizens to pro-
vide proof of vaccination or

KCR meets Union
Minister Shekhawat

He seeks early allocation of river water

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD
Telangana Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao on Sa-
turday requested Union Mi-
nister for Water Resources
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
to expedite river water allo-
cation between Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh.
Discussing the disputes
over sharing of water by the
two States, Mr. Rao who met
the Union Minister as part of
his Delhi visit briefed him
about the damage to erst-
while Mahabubnagar dis-
trict on account of execu-
tion of Rayalaseem Lift
Irrigation Scheme by the

K. Chandrasekhar Rao

A.P. government.

Mr. Rao urged the Centre
to give clearance to Palamu-
ru-Rangareddy Lift Irriga-
tion Scheme as the project
was conceived to help the
farmers of Mahabubnagar.

Pinarayi Vijayan

RT-PCR negative results for
outdoor activities.

Staff and waiters should
be fully vaccinated. Hotels
and bars should not serve
customers in closed air-con-
ditioned spaces. They have
to leave the doors and win-
dows open for free air
circulation.

The announcement has
come as a leg-up for the hos-
pitality industry, a powerful
driver of the State’s econo-
my. The pandemic had al-

Respite for film exhibitors

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

With the Karnataka
government removing all
restrictions and allowing
100% occupancy in theatres
from October 1, there is
renewed activity in the
Kannada film industry.
Exhibitors, who are
currently operating theatres
at 50% occupancy, have

most decimated the hotel in-
dustry, forcing hundreds of
hotels and wayside eateries
to shut shop. Thousands of
workers lost their jobs. A
small percentage of hotels
stayed afloat, relying on ta-
keaways and online delivery.
However, they had to share a
portion of their profit with
online food ordering and de-
livery platforms.

Mr. Vijayan said new in-
fections showed a down-
ward trend. More than 90%

heaved a sigh of relief.

D.R. Jairaj, chairperson of
the Karnataka Film
Chamber of Commerce,
welcomed the government’s
decision and said it was a
shot in the arm for the
industry which had been
badly affected by the
pandemic. At least four big
Kannada films are waiting to
be released.

of the State’s population had
received at least one dose of
vaccine. Kerala appeared to
have blunted the edge of the
Delta variant-driven CO-
VID-19 second wave. The
State could safely dial down
regulations and open more
sectors.

Mr. Vijayan said swim-
ming pools and indoor sta-
dia could open immediately,
and cinema theatres may
soon be allowed to operate
with limited capacity.

Fire destroys cooling unit
at Kakinada power plant

Mishap occurred
while dismantling
of the facility

STAFF REPORTER
KAKINADA

A major portion of a cooling
plant of GMR Energy group’s
220-MW  barge-mounted
power plant was destroyed
in a fire while it was being
dismantled on Saturday
morning at Kumbabhisek-
ham, near here. However,
no casualties have been
reported.

East Godavari District
Fire Officer Ch. Ratna Babu
said that the fibre sheets in
the cooling plant caught fire
around 7.50 a.m. and the

Sudheeran ‘steps down’ from

Cong. Political Affairs Committee

He was reportedly critical of lack of consultation’ in KPCC

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Former Kerala Pradesh Con-
gress Committee president
V.M. Sudheeran has report-
edly resigned from the par-
ty’s political affairs commit-
tee (PAC).

Mr. Sudheeran was yet to
articulate publicly why he
has quit the KPCC’s apex de-
cision-making body.

Of late, Mr. Sudheeran
was critical of the ‘lack of
consultation’ in the KPCC.
He had rejected the neo-lib-
eral economic policies of the
Congress and demanded a
return to Nehruvian social-
ism.

The report of Mr. Sudhee-
ran stepping down as a PAC
member had arguably come
at an inopportune moment
for the Congress.

Kerala to get digital de-addiction centres

V.M. Sudheeran

A slew of resignations and
defections to the CPI(M) had
jolted the party. Its leader-
ship reportedly felt threa-
tened by Mr. Sudheeran’s
stepping down from PAC
when defections were in sea-
son.

Leader of the Opposition
V.D. Satheesan said he was
“surprised and saddened”.

KPCC president K. Sud-

hakaran said there was no
basis for the speculation that
the party had kept Mr. Sud-
heeran out of the loop on or-
ganisational matters.

Mr. Sudheeran’s resigna-
tion also reportedly prompt-
ed a scramble to placate
him. All India Congress
Committee general secre-
tary in charge of Kerala, Ta-
riqg Anwar, might intervene.

Mr. Sudheeran was for
long the ethical face of the
Congress. He had made his
mark as Speaker, Health Mi-
nister, MP and legislator. He
also campaigned against en-
vironmental crimes, includ-
ing black sand mining.

He was credited with rein-
tegrating K. Muraleedharan,
MP, into the Congress after
the latter’s break with the
party in 2011.

Freak accident: Smoke billowing from the cooling plant of the
barge-mounted power plant that caught fire on Saturday.

flames were brought under
control by 11.30 a.m.

The fire was reported
from the seaside, thus avert-
ing a major accident as the
plant is adjacent to the Gas
Authority of India Limited’s

pipeline. Tension prevailed
for four hours as the power
plant site is also adjacent to
the Kakinada Deep Sea Port.
The country’s only barge-
mounted power plant was
decommissioned in 2013.

Dengue cases cross
3000 in Telangana

‘Progressing rapidly among children’

STAFF REPORTER
mRABAD

Until recently, running a
temperature made people
rush for COVID-19 tests, but
with the second wave of the
pandemic subsiding and
monsoon lashing several
parts of Telangana, vector-
borne diseases have resur-
faced.

Dengue figures in the
State crossed an alarming
3,000-mark since the onset
of monsoon in mid-June, in-
dicating the rapid spread of
the vector-borne disease.
This number is set to in-
crease in the coming days,
thanks to the continuing in-
termittent spells of rain.

The State recorded 265
dengue cases from January
to June 10 this year — a pe-
riod of 161 days. From June
11 to September 21 or a span
of 93 days, the number has

Attempt by the police to rid youngsters of cell phone and online gaming fixation

STAFF REPORTER
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala police will launch
digital de-addiction centres
to rid youngsters of cell
phone and online gaming
addiction, Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan said here on
Saturday.

He said a centralised facil-
ity would soon be esta-
blished and the service
would be extended to all dis-
tricts later.

The Chief Minister was in-
augurating new police sta-
tion buildings and child-
friendly spaces established
at various places via
videoconference.

Pointing out that the pol-
ice would play a crucial role
during the reopening of
schools in November, Mr. Vi-
jayan said they would have
to strictly enforce the CO-
VID-19 protocol and ensure

CM
K

Different role: The child-friendly space inaugurated at the
Poojappura police station in Thiruvananthapuram.

that drivers, helpers and oth-
er workers in school buses
were vaccinated.

Saluting the services ren-
dered by the personnel dur-
ing the pandemic, the Chief
Minister said the police force

»

had acquired a different role
by serving the public amid
intense challenges. “During
the past year-and-a-half, ma-
ny police officers contracted
the infection and some even
succumbed to the disease.

The selfless nature of their
dedication was evident dur-
ing the recent floods too
when several police person-
nel stuck to their duties,
even while their own houses
were flooded and family
members stranded,” he said.

Mr. Vijayan also expressed
pride at the force bagging
several recognitions institut-
ed by various agencies. Be-
sides 20 child-friendly build-
ings and several police
station buildings, the Tourist
Protection and Police Assis-
tance Centre at Ponmudi, a
Command and Control
Centre at Munnar, a mess
barrack at the Women Police
Battalion at Menamkulam in
Thiruvananthapuram, and a
women’s barrack at the Spe-
cial Operation Group at
Areekode in Malappuram
were among those that were
inaugurated.

multiplied manifold to
touch 3,059.

Altogether, a total of
3,324 cases have been re-
corded since the beginning
of this year until September
21. State capital, Hyderabad,
recorded the highest bur-
den of 843 cases, which con-
stitutes 25% of the total.
Khammam has logged 394
cases so far followed by Ran-
gareddy (246), Medchal
(199) and Mahbubnagar
(196).

According to city-based
NGO Helping Hand Founda-
tion (HHF), Telangana has
been witnessing a surge in
dengue cases over the past
few days, and the disease is
progressing rapidly among
children.

Delay in initiating treat-
ment or hospitalisation is
proving fatal in many cases,
volunteers of the NGO say.

TTD special
invitees: TDP
leader files
caveat in SC

STAFF REPORTER
VIJAYAWADA

TDP leader M. Uma Mahes-
wara Naidu from Kalyan-
durg in Andhra Pradesh’s
Anantapur district filed a
caveat in the Supreme
Court with regard to the
High Court’s order to the
State government to keep
under suspension the
nomination of 52 indivi-
duals as special invitees to
Tirumala Tirupati Devas-
thanams Trust Board.

Mr. Naidu’s counsel Y.
Balaji filed the papers in
the apex court with regard
to the the order issued by
the High Court Division
Bench comprising Chief
Justice Arup Kumar Goswa-
mi and Justice N. Jayasurya
on September 22 in respect
of G.O. Rt. Nos 568 and 569
through which the special
invitees were nominated to
the TTD Board.

The Division Bench was
prime facie of the opinion
that the impugned Govern-
ment Orders were not in
accordance with Section
96 (1) of AP Charitable and
Hindu Religious Institu-
tions and Endowments Act
of 1987 as it had no provi-
sion for special invitees.

The petitioner’s argu-
ment was that since the
TTD Board cannot have
more than 29 persons (in-
cluding the Chairman) as
members, the government
issued the said Govern-
ment Orders nominating
the special invitees for a
period coterminous with
the tenure of the Board and
giving them protocol on a
par with the members. The
government constituted
the TTD Board on Septem-
ber 15 with 24 members
and three ex-officio mem-
bers with TTD executive of-
ficer as its member-secre-
tary and nominated 52
special invitees.

. WEATHER WATCH
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: RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

Py ]

: TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 17.00 HRS)
¢ Forecast for Sunday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at a few/ :
isolated places over Gujarat, Rajasthan, south & coastal Odisha,
i Madhya Pradesh, north coastal Andhra Pradesh, Yanam, Kerala, :
¢ Andaman & Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep. Thunderstorm :
¢ with lightning likely at isolated places over central Maharashtra, :
Konkan & Goa, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal

LTy RAIN MAX  MIN
D Agartala..........o.....—.... ..27.7
: Ahmedabad........ ....26.4
¢ Aizawl......... ....18.8
: Allahabad.... ....23.8
: Bengaluru .......... ....20.8
: Bhopal............... ...23.4
¢ Bhubaneswar ....25.0
: Chandigarh ..... . ..246
: Chennai ..occoveeveeen = ....26.0
: Coimbatore. ...23.0
: Dehradun.... ...22.8
: Gangtok... ...16.4

Goa......... ...24.6

Guwahati ....26.3
¢ Hubballi...... ...22.0
: Hyderabad .. ...23.1
: Imphal.... ....20.6
* Jaipur. ....24.6
Kochi...... 2...25.6
: Kohima.... ....18.0
: Kolkata.....ooveevveeec = ..27.5

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)
: Pollutants in the air you are breathing

Ty RAIN MAX  MIN :
Kozhikode.........ccceeeee —....33.5....25.5
Kurnool ... —....33.5....25.9
Lucknow.. .17...28.8...24.3 :
Madurai... 104....35.8....24.1 :
Mangaluru... ..30.8...23.7 :
Mumbai ... —...31.3....24.8
Mysuru .. .20...29.0....21.4 :
New Delhi 4..33.2...246 :
Patna ...... —....36.2...27.0 :
Port Blair. .15...29.9...24.3 :
Puducherry .. —....36.8....24.0 :
Pune........ -...30.9....21.3 :
Raipur .6....31.0....25.0 :
Ranchi..... -..32.2...23.0 :
Shillong... 2...26.4...17.4 :
Shimla..... —....25.7...18.3 :
Srinagar........... -..28.4...13.2 :
Thiruvananthapuram.. .3....32.5....25.0 :
Tiruchi............. 7...35.3...23.8

Vijayawada .. ..35.6....25.8
Visakhapatnam ...33.8....26.2 :

Yesterday

: CITIES S0; NO: CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

* Ahmedabad..... 63 .34 37 ...83 .109 ...

: Bengaluru....... .. 6 .44 52 .39 .106 ... In obsezjvation madelat 4.00

: . p.m., Udupi, Karnataka

: Chen_na| .......... 15 .18 35 .53 ..63 ..H recorded an’ overall air

: Delhi.............. 14 60 61 ...60 .135 ... quality index (AQI) score of

: Hyderabad...... .. 4 .78 23 .33 ..69 ..M 223 indicating an unhealthy

¢ Kolkata..ooooeee .. .56 24 ..166 .115 ... lc%etlr:sftpgmé%r; Il\r}leghalaya :
¢ Lucknow. .27 66 ...81 .100 ..M 1 4 :
© Mumbai . 0 - &3 103 gefci)gdedahealthy AQl score

P Pune. .36 58 ..109 ..90 ...

: Visakhapatnam 20 .51 52 ...43 ..70 ..H

Air Quality Code: M Poor

Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQl)

: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: and monuments.

: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

* reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

¢ lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
: death in people with heart or lung disease :

Vigilante groups active
again in Dakshina Kannada

They attack inter-faith couples or heterogeneous groups

RAGHAVA M.
MANGALURU

After over four months, vigi-
lante groups appear to have
become active again in
Dakshina Kannada, waylay-
ing and attacking inter-faith
couples or heterogeneous
groups of friends.

Of at least four such inci-
dents which came to light in
the district during August-
September, police cases
were filed in three — two of
them took place in Puttur
and another in Karinjeshwa-
ra, near B.C. Road. No com-
plaint or case was filed in
another incident which re-
portedly occurred near
Sullia.

According to sources,
while Hindutva outfits were
behind three incidents,
there was involvement of Is-

lamist activists in one inci-
dent in Puttur. There had
been a lull in such attacks
since April. Social activists
and some police officials at-
tribute them to the renewed
effort by Hindutva groups to
press the government to
bring laws to prevent “love
jihad” and conversion. It ap-
pears also to be an attempt
to polarise society before
the next elections to the ta-
luk and zilla panchayats, and
the State Assembly.

Social activist Suresh Bhat
Bakrabail, who has been re-
cording vigilante attacks,
told The Hindu that it ap-
pears to be a continued ef-
fort by right-wing groups to
force the government to
frame Uttar Pradesh-like
laws. Democratic Youth Fed-
eration of India State presi-

Kayaking, stand-up paddling
on Periyar river on Sunday

Cleaning up of waterbodies also planned in Ernakulam

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

Kayaking and stand-up pad-
dling through the Periyar
and initiatives to clean up
waterbodies are among the
activities lined up in Ernaku-
lam district on Sunday, in
the run-up to World Tourism
Day on Monday.

The Ernakulam DTPC de-
cided to host the events on
Sunday, considering the har-
tal pledging solidarity with
agitating farmers, on Mon-
day, it is learnt.

“The aim is to drive home
the need to clean up water-
bodies and promote sustain-
able and adventure tourism,
in sync with this year’s
World Tourism Day theme
‘Tourism  for inclusive
growth’. After all, the Periyar

A file photo of adventure enthusiasts engaged in Kayaking on
the backwaters abutting Goshree Islands in Ernakulam.

is the main drinking water
source for people of the dis-
trict.

The watersports events
have been readied since the
river also holds tremendous
potential for eco-tourism
trails, which in turn will en-

sure that local communities
and others proactively pro-
tect the Periyar,” a DTPC
source said.

The events will com-
mence at 7 a.m. from the ar-
boratum at Aluva on the
banks of the river.

»

dent Muneer Katipalla said
they are part of politics to
polarise people. “With im-
pending elections to the ta-
luk and zilla panchayats and
the Assembly, one can ex-
pect more such incidents,”
he said.

Another activist, Vidya
Dinker, said the police and
the district administration
are “soft on the accused”,
and no effective action is be-
ing taken against persons in-
volved in the attacks. Ms.
Dinker said that the guide-
lines issued by the Supreme
Court in 2018 against vigi-
lante attacks mentioned that
the police should book such
accused wunder Section
153(A) (promoting enmity
between different groups) of
the Indian Penal Code,
which is often not followed.

Two people
hacked to
death in A.P.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KURNOOL

A man and a woman were
hacked to death allegedly
by the woman’s father-in-
law on Saturday at Velugo-
du in Kurnool district of
Andhra Pradesh.

According to the police,
Beetla Chinni, 30, wife of
Mallikarjuna, and Chanda
Obulesu, 25, were allegedly
in a relationship. Obulesu,
a construction worker, had
worked on Mallikarjuna’s
house and allegedly deve-
loped intimacy with Chin-
ni, while Mallikarjuna used
to visit his first wife at
Siddarampuram.

When Chinni’s father-in-
law B. Ramanaiah found
them together on Saturday,
he allegedly hacked them
to death with a pickaxe.
The police are on the loo-
kout for Ramanaiah.
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India is the mother of all
democracies, says PM

“Our diversity is a symbol of
our strong democracy,
where dozens of languages
and hundreds of dialects are
examples of a vibrant de-
mocracy. It is Indian democ-
racy’s strength that a small
child who once helped his
father at a tea stall is today
representing India as its
Prime Minister at the UN
General Assembly,” said Mr.
Modi, referring to himself in
the third person.

The Prime Minister’s
statement at the United Na-
tions came a day after his vi-
sit to Washington, where
both U.S. President Joseph
Biden and Vice-President
Kamala Harris had under-
lined the need for streng-
thening democracy and res-
pecting human rights.

In his response to those
comments, Mr. Modi had
said that democracy was a
shared value, with his re-
marks at the United Nations
adding to that response,
particularly his decision to
provide his own personal
example at the world body.

Turning to veiled refe-
rences on Pakistan’s role in
Afghanistan, Mr. Modi said
“regressive mindsets were
giving terrorism a political
meaning”. “We must be al-
ert that no country uses Af-
ghanistan's vulnerability for
its own selfish interests to
use it as a tool,” he added.

Response to Imran
Earlier, in response to Pakis-
tan PM Khan’s UNGA
speech, Indian diplomat at
the UN mission Sneha Du-
bey said he had “misused
the UN platform to spread
propaganda”, and accused
Pakistan of giving terrorists
a “free pass”, actively “har-
bouring and aiding” them
while minorities faced at-
tacks in the country.

“We keep hearing that Pa-
kistan is a victim of terro-

rism. This country is an ar-
sonist disguising itself as a
firefighter,” Ms. Dubey said
in her response to Mr. Khan,
who had accused Mr. Modi’s
government of promoting
“hate-filled Hindutva ideol-
ogy, propagated by the fas-
cist RSS-BJP regime, [that]
has unleashed a reign of fear
and violence against India’s
200 million-strong Muslim
community”.

Mr. Modi spent a consid-
erable part of his speech on
India’s response to the coro-
navirus pandemic and the
scientific development of
vaccines, including a “DNA
vaccine, an MRNA vaccine
and a nasal vaccine”. He ex-
tended an invitation to glo-
bal vaccine manufacturers
to “come, come to India and
make vaccines”.

Confirming the govern-
ment’s decision to restart
vaccine exports through the
international COVAX al-
liance, Mr. Modi said India
has “resumed the process of
providing vaccines to those
who need it most in the
world.”

Credibility of UN

Mr. Modi said the credibility
of the UN and other global
governance bodies had suf-
fered on account of the cli-
mate crisis, COVID, the glo-
bal proxy war and
terrorism, as well as the out-
come of events in
Afghanistan.

Quoting from Chanakya’s
foreign policy treatise Ar-
thashastra, Mr. Modi said
“when the right action is not
taken at the right time, then
time ensures the failure of
action.”

“If the UN wants to re-
main relevant it will need to
improve its effectiveness
and enhance its reliability,”
he added, making a pitch for
an expanded Security coun-
cil and multilateral reform.

‘Cooperative Society Act
to be amended soon’

He said the PACS should be
strengthened and taken to
the grassroots, so that even
the marginalised can avail
credit. He added that in the
next five years the govern-
ment planned to increase
the number of PACS from
the existing 65,000 to 3
lakhs across the country.
“Suppose  Diwali is
around the corner and so-
meone needs 1,000 to cele-
brate the festival. He had an
income two months ago but
does not immediately have

the money due to a medical
emergency. Only PACS can
help here.These units ex-
tend credit on the basis of
compassion,” Mr. Shah said.

Speaking at the first Seh-
karita Sammelan or Nation-
al Cooperative Conference,
Mr. Shah said some people
wondered why the Centre
created this new Ministry as
cooperatives are a State sub-
ject. Mr. Shah said coopera-
tives can contribute a lot in
the development of the
country.

Tejashwi Yadav writes to
parties for caste census

“It would play a pivotal role
in ensuring social harmony
and social cohesion,” he
said.

The letters were ad-
dressed to Congress leader
Sonia Gandhi, National Con-
gress Party leader Sharad
Pawar, West Bengal Chief
Minister and Trinamool
Congress leader Mamata Ba-
nerjee, Bihar CM Nitish Ku-
mar, former Bihar CM Jitan
Ram Manjhi, Lok Janshakti

Party leader Chirag Paswan,
Samajwadi Party leader Ak-
hilesh Yadav, Bahujan Sa-
majwadi Party leader Maya-
wati, Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik, Left leaders
D. Raja, Sitaram Yechury,
former Jammu & Kashmir
CM Farooq Abdullah, Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin, Delhi CM Arvind Kej-
riwal and former Tamil Na-
du CM O. Paneerselvam,
among others.

Alert sounded in Odisha
over Cyclone Gulab

“The deep depression over
northwest and adjoining
westcentral Bay of Bengal
moved nearly westwards
with a speed of seven kmph
in last 6 hours, intensified
into Cyclonic Storm ‘Gulab’
(pronounced as Gul-Aab)
and lay centered over
northwest and adjoining
westcentral Bay of Bengal,
about 370 km east-south-
east of Gopalpur (Odisha)
and 440 km east of Kalinga-
patnam (Andhra Pradesh),”
said an IMD bulletin.

The Odisha government
is also keeping a close
watch on the flood situation

CcM
K

in rivers in the southern
districts.Vijay Amruta Ku-
lange, Ganjam District Col-
lector said, “Preparations
are in full swing to shift vul-
nerable sections of the pop-
ulation.”

Visakhapatnam DC A.
Mallikarjuna convened an
emergency meeting to take
stock. Speaking to The Hin-
du, a senior officer from
Andhra Pradesh Eastern
Power Distribution Compa-
ny Limited said all person-
nel had been put on alert.

(With inputs from Sumit
Bhattacharjee in
Visakhapatnam)

»

Courtroom shooting adds to
SC’S concern over security

Centre has turned down a proposal for a special force to guard courts, judges

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The gunfight and deaths in
the Rohini court complex on
Friday come just days after
the Centre rejected a sugges-
tion by the Supreme Court to
form a “special force” cen-
trally to protect court com-
plexes and judges across the
country.

A Bench led by Chief Jus-
tice of India N.V. Ramana, in
August, expressed doubts
about the security measures
provided inside court
complexes.

Lack of funds
One of the judges on the
Bench, Justice Surya Kant,
after perusing the affidavits
filed by some States on se-
curity arrangements, said
how they present a “lazy pic-
ture”. Many, Justice Kant had
pointed out, have com-
plained of lack of funds to
even having no money for
CCTV cameras.

The top court said merely

Stop and go: Police personnel checking a vehicle at the entry gate of the Rohini court complex
in New Delhi on Saturday, a day after the courtroom shooting. =moorTHY R.v.

installing CCTVs in these
complexes would not pre-
vent lethal attacks. The court
had questioned whether the
States were even implement-
ing security guidelines is-
sued by the Ministry of
Home Affairs for courts.
Friday witnessed two men
dressed as lawyers intrude
into a courtroom in the Rohi-
ni complex and shoot dead
Delhi’s most wanted gang-
ster Jitender Mann, alias Go-

EC mulls deregistering
inactive political parties

‘They may misuse tax exemption law’

DAMINI NATH
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
on September 23 notified
the updated list of regis-
tered political parties.
There are 2,796 registered
unrecognised parties, and
the panel has sought the
power to deregister inactive
parties.

The EC has raised con-
cern over the possible mis-
use of the income tax ex-
emption by parties that do
not contest elections. Senior
EC sources said on Saturday
the Law Ministry was yet to
respond to the EC’s recent

Stuck EVMs worry EC ahead of polls

proposal seeking the power
to deregister inactive par-
ties. A senior official said on-
ly 673 parties, including re-
cognised and unrecognised,
had participated in the 2019
Lok Sabha election. In
March 2019, the list of regis-
tered unrecognised parties
had 2,293 names.

On the latest list of parties
are eight national recog-
nised parties — the Trina-
mool Congress, the BSP, the
BJP, the CPI, the CPI(M), the
Congress, the NCP and the
National People’s Party —
and 54 recognised State par-
ties.

gi. The duo was killed in reta-
liatory fire from police
officers.

State’s responsibility

On August 17, the Centre, ho-
wever, did not appear keen
on taking up the Supreme
Court’s suggestion of form-
ing a central security force to
protect courts and the judici-
ary on the lines of the Rail-
way Protection Force. Solici-
tor General Tushar Mehta

had said the move would not
be advisable and the security
of courts was best left to the
respective State
governments.

Mr. Mehta had argued that
the problems of security va-
ry in every State.

The Supreme Court had
taken suo motu cognisance
of violence committed with-
in court complexes following
the murder of a judge in
Jharkhand, Uttam Anand.

CJI laments reductive
nature of justice system

‘Revisit laws and simplify them’

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

ChiefJustice of India N.V. Ra-
mana on Saturday said the
justice delivery process was
so deadening that what was
basically a human problem
transformed itself into “yet
another case” by the end of
the day.

This is a “harsh reality”,
Chief Justice Ramana said.

“Sadly, our system is de-
signed in such a way that by
the time all the facts and law
are churned out in the court
of law, much gets lost in the
process,” the CJI noted.

The common man loses
control over the fate of his
own grievance in the laby-
rinth of the complex lan-
guage of various statutes
and the process of justice
delivery, he said.

The CJI said, “The law-
makers, the legislature,
have to revisit their laws and
simplify them to suit the
practical needs and realities
of the time. The executive
has to make rules which cor-
respond with these laws for
the benefit and welfare of

The legislature and the
executive should work in
unison, CJI Ramana says.

the people. The legal frame-
work has to be drastically al-
tered to make the justice de-
livery mechanism
people-friendly.”

The legislature and the
executive should work in
unison, Justice Ramana
said. It is only then that peo-
ple would get rid of the
wrong notion that the judi-
ciary, and not the legisla-
ture, makes the law.

The CJI was speaking at
the inauguration of the new
building for the Odisha State
Legal Services Authority in
Cuttack.

Himanta alleges instigation by PFI

Assam CM says encroached land in the State is more than the size of Goa

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma said on Sa-
turday that the total area un-
der encroachment in Assam
was more than the size of
Goa.

He said the State govern-
ment had evidence of mem-
bers of the Popular Front of
India (PFI) and some indivi-
duals, including a college
lecturer in Assam, instigat-
ing the people where an ev-
iction drive was carried out
on September 23.

Two persons died in the
operation.

“We have evidence that a

Resisting the move: Villagers protesting against an eviction
drive in Darrang district on September 23. =pTi

few elements collected 328
lakh from the poor, landless
families of Darrang district
in the last three months, pro-

It moved SC on machines ‘stuck’ in places where elections were held in 2021

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
may continue to be in a bind
regarding the availability of
electronic voting machines
(EVMs) for use in the crucial
Assembly elections, includ-
ing in Uttar Pradesh in early
2022, though the Supreme
Court has lifted its relaxation
of the period of limitation
for legal proceedings in
courts due to the pandemic.

The EC, represented by
senior advocate Vikas Singh,
urgently moved the Su-
preme Court on September 1
about EVMs ‘stuck’ in Delhi
and five other States/Union
Territory which had gone to
the polls in 2021. Mr. Singh
had said in an oral mention

before the court that the poll
body needed to quickly
move these EVMs to States
bound for polls next year.

Period of limitation

The EC had pointed to a Su-
preme Court order of April
27, which open-endedly ex-
tended the “period of limita-
tion” or the deadline for
moving court due to the pan-
demic, as the problem.

On September 23, a three-
judge Bench of Chief Justice
of N.V. Ramana, L. Nageswa-
ra Rao and Surya Kant di-
rected that limitation period
would be back in play from
October 3.

However, Mr. Singh told
The Hindu that the ECI may
still have a problem with the

it

second direction
court order extending the
limitation period up to 90
days, starting from October
3, in cases in which the limi-
tation time had expired bet-
ween March 15 last year and
October 2, 2021.

Elections are lined up in Goa,
Manipur, Uttarakhand and
Punjab in March 2022.

in the

“The Representation of

the People Act of 1951 gives a
45-day window from the
date of declaration of elec-
tion results for a candidate
or elector to move the High
Court concerned... Here, the
court order gives 90 days
from October 3. Ninety days
means an aggrieved person
has time till January 3... The
Election Commission will
need at least six months to
get the EVMs ready for the
election in 2022,” Mr. Singh
said.

The EC had said there

were back-to-back Assembly
elections lined up in Goa,
Manipur, Uttarakhand, Pun-
jab in March 2022. The elec-
tion in Uttar Pradesh is on
May 14, 2022.

Kamla Bhasin: feminist, poet, secularist

She placed gender in systems and structures which enabled gender imbalance

ANURADHA RAMAN
NEW DELHI

A feminist. A regular, dimin-
utive figure at several prot-
ests in Delhi. An occasional
appearance at music con-
certs, if time allowed her. A
song writer whose songs
have been a source of inspi-
ration, sung across borders
that divide. A poet whose
verses are adrenalin shots
for women. A secularist to
the core. Call her a force of
nature, if you will.

In her 75 years, Kamla
Bhasin was more than just a
friendly, smiling face. She re-
presented and touched wo-
men struggling for a toehold
in public places denied to
them, moving on in her later
years to question the state
and governments for their
inability to put an equitable
system in place. Quiet, firm
and unrelenting, her passing
away on Saturday found an
outlet on Twitter where wo-
men acknowledged, in 147

Kamla Bhasin

characters, the debt they
owed to her.

‘Learning is key’

“You may go into a village
with an idea or a plan. But
only if you're willing to learn
and be educated by the peo-
ple you are there to serve,
will you make progress.
When you’re willing to listen
to them, you will begin to see
their reality, how caste and
class operate, and how in-

equitable society is,” she had
shared in the course of an in-
terview.

A developmental sociolo-
gist and author, she em-
braced feminism in the
course of her journey across
rural Rajasthan, after she re-
turned from Germany in the
1970s.  Bhasin’s  travels
through the countryside
opened her eyes to the real
world far removed from Del-
hi offices.

The founder of women’s
organisation Jagori, her
energies were initially fo-
cussed on smashing the pa-
triarchy responsible for the
dismal state of women.
Graduating further, she
placed gender in systems
and structures which abled
gender imbalance, and
moved a full circle to ques-
tion the state and elected go-
vernments for perpetuating
inequalities.

The 1990s reform saw
Bhasin connecting the dots

between gender disparity
and an unrelenting system,
which often found an ex-
pression in songs that be-
came popular.

People could relate to the
home-spun quality of her
verses, shorn of highfalutin
words.

Everyone’s loss
She took on multinational
soft drinks manufacturers
that drained out water from
lakes, depriving people from
accessing potable water — all
of this found an expression
in ditties penned by Bhasin.
Making time in her life for
women, and acknowledging
the contribution of men who
have furthered the cause of
equality, embracing secula-
rism as the life-breath of de-
mocracy, Bhasin will be cer-
tainly missed by half the
population that makes up In-
dia’s numbers. The other
half, too, will feel her ab-
sence.

mising them that they would
convince the government
against eviction,” Dr. Sarma
told journalists on Saturday.

“When they could not re-
sist the drive, they mobilised
people and created havoc.
We have the names of six pe-
ople, including the lecturer
of a college. We have also
found out that PFI members
had gone to the site a day
prior to the incident in the
name of distributing food
items to the evicted fami-
lies,” he said.

He slammed the Congress
for its criticism of his govern-
ment on the issue.

He accused the Congress
of “exporting” people to oth-
er constituencies to try and
capture seats by changing
the pattern of population.

Webinar on emerging
careers in law

‘Specialisation should start with basics’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Law students, who want to
practise in  specialised
areas, should first build a
strong foundation in general
law, experts opine.

At a webinar on emerging
careers in law hosted by The
Hindu jointly with Sai Un-
iversity on Wednesday, pa-
nelists said without getting
to know the basic civil law,
civil procedure or criminal
procedure, it is not going to
be easy to deal with
specialisation.

They further said court
and legal system are where
the basics of law operate
and students should start
from there.

Demands for lawyers
They said the increasing
number of regulatory bo-
dies and specialisations
have created a demand for
lawyers in various fields like
telecom and power.

K.V. Ramani, founder and
Chancellor of Sai University,
said, “Law students at Sai
University will have the pri-
vilege of interacting with
students from School of Lib-
eral Arts and School of Com-
puting and Data Science as
they can choose a minor
from any school. At Sai Un-
iversity, law is a multi-disci-
plinary approach.”

Sai  University offers
Daksha fellowship to learn
advanced skills in Technolo-
gy Law and Policy and Dis-
putes and Regulatory Prac-
tice. The university also
offers specialisation courses
in regulatory state, competi-
tion law, environmental reg-
ulations and corporate
governance.

“Universities and colleges
offer you a package of taking
one major and two minors.
It’s like retail shopping. Stu-
dents should be allowed to
pick subjects based on their
interests,” Mr. Ramani said.

»

Bahram N. Vakil, founder
and senior partner of AZB &
Partners, said the U.K. sys-
tem offers a lot of special-
ised training. “Each firm
puts a lot of time and effort
in training their lawyers. In
two years, one can do four
rotations in corporate,
banking, real estate and liti-
gation,” he said.

Changing law practice
“In college, we need to keep
it broad and relevant by fo-
cusing on issues like in-
equality and divisiveness.”

On the changing nature
of public law practice, Sri-
ram Panchu, senior advo-
cate, Madras High Court,
said, “The arbitration law
has been amended to make
things a little smoother. In
the last few years, one can
find the judges speaking
strongly in favour of media-
tion, a different way of ap-
proaching disputes. India
has made remarkable pro-
gress in mediation basically
through the court-annexed
mediation systems. I think
the time has come for priv-
ate and professional media-
tion.”

Adding sensitivity

The panels also discussed
how law graduates doing
public service can add sensi-
tivity to the work they are
doing.

When asked about the
women in law, Prabha Sride-
van, former judge, said,
“When I became a lawyer,
you either go into litigation
or chamber practice con-
veyancing. But now, there
are so many areas where ad-
vocacies and legal know-
ledge are useful. Women
show great interest in envi-
ronmental law, gender stu-
dies and gender advocacies.
Times have changed and
women are now practising
with relatively greater ease
than before.”
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Quad to counter Afghan-origin terror

Leaders announce commitment to COVID-19 vaccine and climate goals, launch new infra partnership

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN
WASHINGTON

From detailing commit-
ments on COVID-19 vaccines
and climate to launching a
new infrastructure partner-
ship, the Quad Leaders Sum-
mit, which met in person for
the first time, announced a
wide range of deliverables.

The group, comprising
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, U.S. President Joe Bi-
den and Prime Ministers
Scott Morrison of Australia
and Yoshihide Suga of Japan,
also declared new joint posi-
tions in the region, such as
coordinating diplomatically
in Afghanistan.

In their joint statement,
the Quad leaders declared
they would closely coordi-
nate their “diplomatic, eco-
nomic and human rights pol-
icies” towards Afghanistan
and deepen their counter-
terrorism and humanitarian
cooperation there in accor-
dance with United Nations
Security Council 2593 (a re-
solution passed on August
30, when India held the pre-
sidency of the Council). The
resolution seeks a negotiated
settlement in Afghanistan
and calls for the country not
to be used as a base to nur-
ture terrorism.

“We reaffirm that Afghan

IN BRIEF
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First phase of Biha
panchayat poll peaceful
PATNA

The first phase of Bihar
panchayat elections passed
off peacefully on Friday with
webcast and biometric
attendance of voters in place
to maintain transparency and
avoid bogus voting. The
11-phase elections are
scheduled from September
24 to December 12. The first
phase was held at 2,119
polling stations across 12
blocks of 10 districts and
recorded 60% voter turnout.

Constable gang-raped

in M.P.; two arrested
NEEMUCH

A 30-year-old police consta-
ble was allegedly gang-raped
by three men, who shot a
video of the act and
blackmailed her in Madhya
Pradesh's Neemuch district,
an official said on Saturday.
While the crime took place
earlier this month, the
constable lodged a complaint
on September 13, following
which a probe was conduc-
ted. A case was registered
this week against five
persons. The police have
arrested the main accused
and his mother in connection
with the crime, said Anuradha
Girwal, the in-charge of the
women's police station. p1i

Buzz grows over Congress revamp
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Strong bond: (From left) Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide
Suga, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, U.S. President Joe Biden
and Australian PM Scott Morrison in Washington. =pmi

territory should not be used
to threaten or attack any
country or to shelter or train
terrorists, or to plan or to fi-
nance terrorist acts, and reit-
erate the importance of com-
bating terrorism in
Afghanistan,” the Quad state-
ment said.

‘Terrorist proxies’

“We denounce the use of ter-
rorist proxies and emphasise
the importance of denying
any logistical, financial or
military support to terrorist
groups which could be used
to launch or plan terror at-
tacks, including cross-border

attacks,” it said, making a
thinly veiled reference to
Pakistan.

The four leaders and their
delegations met in the East
Room of the White House.
The meeting lasted a little ov-
er two hours. Both Mr. Mor-
rison and Mr. Suga engaged
with the press on Friday.

In terms of new positions,
the Quad also declared its
support for the European
Union’s September 2021 In-
do-Pacific Strategy. The an-
nouncement earlier this
month of a Australia-U.K.-
U.S. security partnership in
the Indo-Pacific (AUKUS) had

gone down badly with
France, a key EU nation.
Reuters reported that Mr. Su-
ga had welcomed, during the
Quad meeting, the announ-
cement on AUKUS.

The Quad called on North
Korea to engage in substan-
tive dialogue and for “an end
to the violence in Myanmar”.
It declared its support for
early restoration of democ-
racy in Myanmar and the re-
lease of all political detai-
nees, including foreigners.

On climate, the Quad
countries intend to “update
or communicate ambitious
NDCs (Nationally Defined
Contributions, i.e., climate
action targets) “before
COP26, the UN climate con-
ference in Glasgow a little ov-
er a month from now. It says
countries will work with the
“intent” to get to net zero
emissions “preferably” by
2050 “taking into account
national circumstances”. In-
dia has not yet made formal
commitments for COP26 or
committed to achieving net
zero by 2050.

Vaccine supply

In terms of vaccines, Foreign
Secretary Harsh Vardhan
Shringla said India would be-
gin supplying Johnson &
Johnson/Janssen COVID-19

vaccines, with 8 million dos-
es being made available by
the end of October from (Te-
lengana-based) pharma
company Biological E Ltd.

The Quad also “wel-
comed” India’s resumption
of vaccine exports, as per the
joint statement. The group
plans to produce at least 1
billion India manufactured
vaccines by the end of 2022
in addition to pledging more
than 1.2 billion vaccines glo-
bally (the U.S. accounts for
about 1.1 billion of these).

The group will also pre-
pare for future pandemics
and conduct at least one pre-
paredness tabletop or exer-
cise in 2022.

The Quad also launched a
new infrastructure partner-
ship which would involve
mapping the region’s infras-
tructure needs and provid-
ing technical assistance and
evaluation tools for projects.
This, the statement said,
would work with the Blue
Dot Network — a U.S. , Aus-
tralia and Japan’s private sec-
tor-led infrastructure effort
in the region to counter Chi-
na’s Belt and Road Initiative.
Other initiatives include
cooperation on ‘transparent
5G and beyond-5G net-
works’, cyberspace and
space.

Quad leaders draw up tech plan

The proposed initiatives underline India’s sharp move away from Chinese firms

BRip
he

ANANTH KRISHNAN

Friday’s Quad summit of the
leaders of India, Australia,
Japan and the U.S. in Wash-
ington saw the four coun-
tries for the first time outline
joint principles on technolo-
gy, underlining their ambi-
tion to work more closely to-
gether in  developing
common standards in partic-
ularly critical technologies of
the future.

While China did not find
explicit mention in any of
the Quad statements, its pre-
sence still loomed large in
many of the outcomes, in-
cluding in the first Quad
“Principles on Technology
Design, Development, Go-
vernance, and Use” docu-
ment which said the four
countries would ensure that
technology  “should be
shaped by our shared demo-
cratic values and respect for
universal human rights”.

Not to be misused

The joint principles said
technology should be “deve-
loped through a multi-stake-
holder approach that is
adaptive and dynamic and
aligns with universal values,
including respect for free-
dom of expression and pri-
vacy” and “should not be
misused or abused for mali-
cious activities such as auth-

Future calling: The four countries said they would promote a
diverse, resilient and secure telecommunications ecosystem.

oritarian surveillance and
oppression, for terrorist pur-
poses, or to disseminate
disinformation”.

The technology docu-
ment followed the Quad set-
ting up a new critical and
emerging technologies work-
ing group in March, focusing
on technical standards, 5G
diversification and deploy-
ment and technology supply
chains.

At Friday’s summit, it was
agreed that the four coun-
tries will also establish con-
tact groups on Advanced
Communications and Artifi-
cial Intelligence “focusing on
standards-development ac-
tivities as well as foundation-
al pre-standardisation
research”.

Another key planned in-

with entry of activist-leaders

Kanhaiya Kumar, Jignesh Mevani are likely to be inducted on Sept. 28

SANDEEP PHUKAN
NEW DELHI

The possibility of prominent pol-
itical activists such as Kanhaiya
Kumar and Jignesh Mevani join-
ing the Congress on September 28
and the buzz around election
strategist Prashant Kishor indi-
cate that the grand old party may
be trying to build a new team
ahead of the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-

tion through lateral entry.

Coinciding with the birth anni-

Kanhaiya Kumar

versary of Bhagat Singh, Mr. Me-

vani and Mr. Kumar are likely to
be inducted in the presence of
former party chief Rahul Gandhi.

It is, however, not clear if the
new entrants would be given a na-
tional role or would be asked to

the Congress, there is no clear in-
dication about the timeline even
though the issue has been debat-
ed among the members of the
Congress Working Committee
(CWC) as well as G-23, the group

in, and those scared within our
party should be shunted out.
They can go to RSS [Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh] people, let
them enjoy. We do not want
them, they are not needed. We
want fearless people,” Mr. Gandhi
told a meeting of social media

volunteers.

ing desertions.

Besides Mr. Gandhi’s hope of
adding “fearless” warriors, new
faces could give the Congress a
much-needed relief in terms of
perception that it is only witness-

In the past year and half, youn-
ger leaders such as Jyotiraditya
Scindia, Jitin Prasada, and Sush-
mita Dev have quit, adding to the
sense of drift that has prevailed

itiative is to launch a semi-
conductor supply chain in-
itiative “to map capacity,
identify vulnerabilities and
bolster supply-chain securi-
ty for semiconductors and
their vital components”.

5G deployment
On 5G deployment and di-
versification, the four coun-
tries said they would pro-
mote “a diverse, resilient
and secure telecommunica-
tions ecosystem” and launch
an industry dialogue aimed
at jointly facilitating “ena-
bling environments for 5G
diversification,  including
with efforts related to testing
and test facilities”.

The Quad initiatives furth-
er underline India’s sharp
move away from Chinese te-

lecom firms, which played a
major role in the roll-out of
3G and 4G and came to see
India as among their biggest
overseas markets.

In May, India indicated it
would not include Chinese
telecom firms in 5G trials,
with the Department of Tele-
communications (DoT) giv-
ing permission to several Te-
lecom Service Providers
(TSPs) to conduct 5G trials
but leaving out Huawei and
ZTE, which had hoped to
participate.

China at the time ex-
pressed “concern and regret
that Chinese telecommuni-
cations companies have not
been permitted to conduct
5G trials with Indian Tele-
com Service Providers in
India”.

India last year put in place
stricter curbs to scrutinise
investments from China,
particularly the acquisition
of stakes in the tech sector
which saw a surge from 2014
onwards, led by Alibaba and
Tencent.

Some of the curbs were
announced in April 2020,
prior to the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) crisis that
erupted in May. Following
the border crisis, which re-
mains unresolved, Delhi has
made clear that trade and in-
vestment cannot carry on as
normal.

[ndia, US. find alignment on
[ndo-Pacific, ighting terrorism

However, no major deliverables on trade in joint statement

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN
WASHINGTON

Following the bilateral dis-
cussions between Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi and
U.S. President Joe Biden, In-
dia and the U.S. released a
joint statement on their
‘Comprehensive Global Stra-
tegic Partnership’, that
spoke of cooperation in re-
gional groupings, defence
manufacturing, and climate.
The statement also de-
nounced the use of “terro-
rist proxies”, and said Af-
ghanistan  should not
become a safe haven for ter-
ror. However, it did not an-
nounce any major delivera-
bles, especially so with
trade, talks around which
will recommence by the end
of the year.

Titled, ‘A Partnership for
Global Good’, the statement
said the two countries
would work with regional
groups like ASEAN and with
Quad members to promote a
“free and open Indo-Pacific”
and developing a trade and
investment partnership
“that increases prosperity
for working families in both
countries”.

On trade — which Mr. Mo-

\

Bringing back: Prime Minister Narendra Modi inspecting
artefacts which were handed over to him by the U.S. =ani

di, but not Mr. Biden, expli-
citly mentioned in his open-
ing remarks at the Oval
Office — the two sides said
they looked forward to re-
convening the India-U.S.
Trade Policy Forum before
the end of this year. They al-
so said they would convene
the CEO Forum and Com-
mercial Dialogue early next
year.

Speaking at a briefing af-
ter the meeting, Foreign Se-
cretary Harsh Vardhan
Shringla said India’s access
to the U.S’s preferential
trade programme via the
Generalized System of Prefe-
rences (GSP) programme,
which was revoked under
the Trump administration,

was not off the table.

“But obviously, when you
have a meeting of 90 mi-
nutes you cannot go into
each and every issue that is
there,” he said.

The Foreign Secretary
said Mr. Biden confirmed
that he stands committed to
the position that the U.S.
supports an India-South
African initiative at the
World Trade Organization
for a TRIPS waiver (intellec-
tual property rights) for CO-
VID-19 vaccines.

On terrorism, the leaders
reaffirmed their commit-
ment to fight terror (includ-
ing bringing to justice those
responsible for the 26/11
Mumbai attacks).

Opposition demands greater
transparency over PM-CARES

DAMINI NATH
SOBHANA K. NAIR
NEW DELHI

A day after the Centre told
the Delhi High Court that the
PM-CARES Fund was not a
“fund of the Government of
India”, Opposition parties
called for greater transpa-
rency, pointing out that go-
vernment employees were
asked to donate to the fund,
and government websites
had also canvassed for
donations.

Official government web-
sites, including the national
portal india.gov.in, carried
links to donate to the PM-

CARES Fund. Some, such as
the Department of Expendi-
ture under the Ministry of Fi-
nance, still have links to the
PM-CARES website, which
has an official .gov.in portal
of its own, as on September
25. Official websites of Cen-
tral Ministries and depart-
ments encouraged users to
donate to the fund, which
was launched in March
2020.

Many of them have since
taken down the links direct-
ing users to the PM-CARES
portal. However, screen-
shots of the websites over
the past year show the link.

Government staff were al-
so asked to donate a day’s
salary to the fund in 2020 as
part of efforts to combat the
pandemic.

Requests for comments
from Minister of State for
Personnel, Public Grievanc-
es and Pensions Jitendra
Singh were not answered at
the time of writing.

D. Raja, general secretary
of the Communist Party of
India, said the government’s
claim of transparency held
good only if it revealed the
names of all contributors
and how the fund had been
used so far.

Congress backs
Bharat Bandh
call by farmers

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Congress will join the
September 27  Bharat
Bandh called by the Samy-
ukta Kisan Morcha in prot-
est against the three con-
troversial farm laws, the
party said on Saturday.
The Congress supported
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Bhartendu Academy of Dramatic Arts

(An Autonomous Institution under the Department of Culture, Govt. of U.P)

Admission Notice - 2021

Two Year Diploma in Dramatic Arts
(Full Time Residential Course )

Session starts from 15th November 2021
Applications are invited for two year diploma course in dramatic arts conducted by Bhartendu Natya
Akademi, which imparts comprehensive professional training in Acting, Direction, Designing and Theatre

Medium : Hindi & English

Essential Qualification: Graduation from a recognized university. Good Knowledge of Hindi & English.
Working experience of ten plays & comprehensive study of ten Indian & Western plays.

Age Limit : 20-30 Years as on 01.08.2021
(Five Years relaxation in age limit for S.C/S.T./OBC candidates.)

Reservation: Candidates in the category of S.C/S.T/OBC/E.W.S etc will get reservation as per rules.
Selection: Selection of Candidates will happen through written test, interview and audition. The
Candidates qualifying in above test, interview and audition will have to attend a workshop of two days in
the Academy campus for final selection. For this workshop, they will be provided accommodation on a
modest sharing basis.
Decision of the selection committee will be final. Any form of canvassing or approach will be
considered as disqualification.
Facilities for the students: Fully furnished hostel, self financed co-operative mess, Cable T.V., internet
Wi-Fi, Newspapers.
Fee: Fee is chargeable for the training but Rs. 4500/- (Rupees four thousand five hundred only) per month
will be paid as scholarship for Tuition/Hostel fee, Training material and healthy food.

Application form can be obtained from B.N.A. office on payment of Rs. 500/- by cash or bank draft in
favour of Director, Bhartendu Natya Akademi, Lucknow Or download from the website (www.bnalko.
in) of the Academy and submit along with bank draft of Rs 500/-. Last date of submitting the duly filled
application form is 16.10.2021

Candidates who have applied in the academic year 2020-2022 and fulfilled the academic
qualification and other rules and regulations will be allowed in present academic session
2021-2023 entrance exam and their age will be considered as per that time.

SHORT TERM E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

E-Procurement Short Term Tender is invited for purchase of LT XLPE
Insulated Aerial Bunched Cables with Bare Messenger Wire for LT Over Head
Lines Suitable for Working Voltage upto & Including 1100 V for size 3Cx25+25
Sg.mm. under TN-1720 (UBN JVV2122GLOB00219).

Details regarding Quantity, Tender cost, Earnest Money, Schedule date of tender|
opening for aforesaid tenders are available on our website at www.jdvvnl.com
and also at http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in
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focus on their respective States.
While Mr. Kumar, one of the
youngest members from Bihar in
the Communist Party of India’s
(CPI) national executive, met Mr.
Gandhi earlier this month, Mr.
Mevani, Dalit activist and Inde-

of 23 letter writers who sought in-
ternal reforms.

The Congress is yet to officially
comment on the speculation but
remarks made by Mr. Gandhi on
July 16 reflect the top leadership’s
thinking.

since May 2019 after the Congress
lost two successive Lok Sabha
election.

“When you allow lateral entry,
it certainly creates a media frenzy
but it has a demoralising effect on
the workers who had aspirations

As per Covid guidelines Academy can conduct online classes for selected candidates. According
to Covid situation and as per U.P. Government Covid guidelines entrance examination can be
conducted by online mode.

Entrance exam & Audition will be conducted on 26 and 27 October, 2021 from 9.00 a.m. and
practical/ interview (workshop) will be conducted on 28th and 29 October, 2021.

As per Government Covid guidelines entrance exam dates and time can be changed.

Director

pendent lawmaker from Gujarat,
has been in touch with the

“There are many people who
are not scared [of BJP-RSS], but

to grow in the party,” said Profes-
sor Shri Prakash Singh of the De-

Ph.: 0522-2398466, Fax: 0522-2300598; Website : www.bnalko.in ; Email : bna.lko@gmail.com

“Bhartendu Bhawan” Vikas Khand-1, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow-226010

leadership. are outside the Congress. All partment of Political Science, Del-
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CBI arrests AlIMS-Bhopal
official for graft

NEW DELHI

The CBI on Saturday arrested
a Deputy Director of the
AlIMS-Bhopal on charges of
graft. The accused official,
Dhirendra Pratap Singh, had
demanded %2 lakh from a
chemist, who supplies
medicines and other
consumables to the hospital,
for clearing pending bills.
Based on a complaint from
the chemist, the agency
registered a First Information
Report. The CBI officials then
laid a trap and caught the
accused red-handed when he
was receiving 1 lakh.

Karvy scam: ED searches
six locations

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate
has conducted searches at six
locations linked to Karvy
Stock Broking Limited (KSBL)
in connection with bank fraud
cases involving 2,873 crore.
It has also issued an order
freezing Karvy group shares
worth ¥700 crore held
directly or indirectly by the
KSBL chairman and managing
director (CMD) and others.
The ED's freezing order is
with respect to the shares
held by KSBL CMD Comandur
Parthasarathy, his sons, Rajat
and Adhiraj, and their entities.
Their estimated worth has
been arrived at as per the
valuation for 2019-20.

I-T Dept. searches
Gujarat diamond group
NEW DELHI

The Income Tax Department
has conducted searches on
the premises of a
Gujarat-based diamond seller
and exporter based on inputs
about tax evasion. Over the
years, the group had
accounted for sale of small
diamonds worth about
32,742 crore on its books,
against which a substantial
part of purchases were made
in cash, but the bills were
taken from accommodation
entry providers, said the
agency. The operation led to
the seizure of documents
pertaining to unaccounted
purchases and sales, bogus
invoices, movement of cash
and stock through “courier”
firms, use of unaccounted
income for acquiring
properties in the past five
years.

“Abhishek Banerjee and the remaking of the Trinamool Congress

West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee’s nephew is slowly and steadily recruiting new talent to restructure the party organisation

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA

On June 2, exactly a month
after the Trinamool Con-
gress registered one of its
most emphatic electoral vic-
tories in the 2021 Assembly
election, Abhishek Baner-
jee, among the party’s most
prominent MPs, visited a
private hospital in Kolkata to
enquire about the health of
an elderly woman.

Krishna Roy, wife of BJP
leader Mukul Roy, was ailing
from COVID-19 and Mr. Ba-
nerjee’s visit to her created a
flutter in State political cir-
cles — not only because Mr.
Roy was a BJP legislator but
also because none from the
State BJP leadership had
reached out to him. A few
days later, Mr. Roy, national
vice-president of the BJP, re-
turned to the Trinamool
Congress, a party he helped
set up in 1998.

And Mr. Roy was not the
only high-profile entrant to

the Trinamool thanks to the
quiet outreach of Mr. Baner-
jee. He was crucial in bring-
ing in Mahila Congress presi-
dent Sushmita Dev and
nominating her to the Rajya
Sabha within weeks. While
making way for Ms. Dev, the
Trinamool’s Rajya Sabha
member Arpita Ghosh had
addressed her resignation to
Mr. Banerjee and asked for
an opportunity to work for
the party.

Most recently, former Un-
ion Minister and two-time
BJP MP Babul Supriyo also
spoke of being given an op-
portunity to be in the “play-
ing 11”7 at the behest of the
33-year-old Diamond Har-
bour MP and the party’s gen-
eral secretary.

Trinamool chairperson
Mamata Banerjee’s nephew
is slowly and steadily recruit-
ing new talent to restructure
the organisation and looking
for new areas for expansion.
Post 2019, as his clout grew

Fresh energy: The real test for Abhishek Banerjee will be

making the Trinamool Congress a national player. =riLe PHOTO

in the party, he has tried to
transform the party by
bringing in poll strategist
Prashant Kishor and improv-
ing both its image and mes-
saging across social media
platforms.

Mr. Banerjee has also
been crucial in initiating a
number of organisational
changes within the party,

nominating Saayoni Ghosh
as the youth president and
appointing former Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist)
member Ritabrata Banerjee
as the head of the Trina-
mool’s labour wing. A few
weeks ago, the party
brought in a one person, one
post policy which resulted in
many Ministers giving up or-

ganisational posts and a new
leadership emerging at the
district level.

The induction of fresh
blood in the Trinamool is al-
so evident in the party’s
campaign in Tripura. Youth
leaders were the first to visit
the State, followed by Minis-
ters of the West Bengal go-
vernment and finally Mr. Ba-
nerjee himself visited the
State, emphasising that his
party would contest the As-
sembly polls in Tripura in
earnest.

Under the scanner

In turn, Mr. Banerjee has
come under the scanner of
Central investigating agen-
cies, facing summons from
the CBI in a coal pilferage
scam. The MP has repeated-
ly said the Trinamool will
not be cowed down by sum-
mons and notices from in-
vestigating agencies. While
he has been the subject of
much debate and specula-

tion in political circles, Mr.
Banerjee has stayed away
from the spotlight. The
young Trinamool leader op-
erates from his Camac Street
office in the heart of Kolkata
and not from the party head-
quarters on the Eastern Me-
tropolitan Bypass. He seems
to prefer to stay away from
the public glare, unlike his
aunt who is comfortable
with the media’s presence.

After the 2021 Assembly
polls, even when Chief Mi-
nister Mamata Banerjee
placed herself as the challen-
ger to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Mr. Banerjee has
strengthened his grip over
the party, steadily expand-
ing his sphere of influence
and has created his own
niche as the second most im-
portant leader of the Trina-
mool. Political observers,
however, think it is not fair
to compare the leadership
skills of the two.

“Mamata Banerjee is a

self-made leader who start-
ed from scratch. She rose
from student and local polit-
ics and made her mark in na-
tional politics. Abhishek is
part of a dynasty, and his
leadership is largely depen-
dent on the support of the
well-oiled political machin-
ery of her party and admi-
nistration,” Biswanath Chak-
raborty, Professor of
Political Science at Rabindra
Bharati University, said.
Professor ~ Chakraborty
said all the electoral success-
es of the Trinamool could be
largely attributed to the cha-
risma of Ms. Banerjee, and a
few defections from the BJP
or Congress did not mean
much if the Trinamool could
not expand its footprint
beyond West Bengal. “For
Abhishek, the real test will
be making Trinamool Con-
gress a national player; the
Assembly polls in Tripura in
2022 could be the first chal-
lenge for him,” he added.

Injustice cannot win: Rajnath

Radical forces have taken over Afghanistan but the world is speaking up, he says

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The developments in Af-
ghanistan emphasised the
reality of our times, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh said
on Saturday. He said the
world was witnessing the
destabilising effects of terror
and the especially dangerous
precedence of violent radi-
cal forces attempting to gain
legitimacy by creating a new
normal.

“The only certainty about
evolving geopolitics is its un-
certainty. Changes in state
boundaries may not be as
frequent today. However, the
fast-transforming structure
of states and the influence
that external powers can
have on it are clearly evi-
dent,” Mr. Singh told grad-
uates of the 59th course of
the National Defence College
(NDC) at the convocation ce-
remony.

He stressed drawing les-
sons from the situation in Af-

Patna HC seizes powers
of Jhanjharpur judge

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PATNA

The Patna High Court has
seized the judicial powers of
the additional district ses-
sion judge-1 of the sub-divi-
sional court at Jhanjharpur
in Madhubani district. The
judge, Avinash Kumar, re-
cently passed several un-
usual orders that hit the
headlines. A few days ago,
the judge granted bail to La-
lan Kumar Safi, a washer-
man by profession, on the

condition that he wash and
iron the clothes of all the
women of his village free for
six months.

Earlier, in August, the
judge granted bail to an ac-
cused, Nitish Kumar, who
was arrested under the
stringent State prohibition
laws, on the condition that
he offer free education to
five underprivileged chil-
dren of his village for three
months, which their parents
will have to certify.
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New lessons: Rajnath Singh awarding M.Phil degrees to the
graduates of the 59th National Defence College course. =pmi

ghanistan, far beyond the
immediate reverberations
being felt in the region and
beyond.

Teachings from history

In light of the events, the De-
fence Minister said, it was
tempting to believe that ter-
rorism, fear, medieval
thoughts and actions, dis-
crimination on the basis of
gender, and practices of in-
equality could sweep aside
the wishes of people, plural-

istic ideas and inclusive
structures. But nothing
could be farther from reality,
he said.

“And human history is a
great teacher. Injustice, ho-
wever powerful, cannot and
will not defeat the collective
power of the goodness that is
inherent to human exis-
tence. This sentiment is evi-
dent from an increasing
number of world capitals
that have lent their voice in
favour of liberalism, inclusiv-

ity and respect for interna-
tional norms of governance
and behaviour.

“There is now widespread
realisation amongst respon-
sible nations to come togeth-
er against the menace of ter-
rorism,” Mr. Singh said.

Reiterating that India was
a peace-loving nation but
would give a befitting reply
to anyone who threatened
its integrity and sovereignty,
Mr. Singh said, “Threats to
internal and external securi-
ty will no longer be tolerat-
ed. Our actions in Balakot
and Galwan are clear signals
to all aggressors.”

Mr. Singh called for proac-
tive synergy among the
armed forces in strategies
and responses to safeguard
the interests of the nation.
He exhorted the NDC to fo-
cus more on the new and
fast-emerging areas such as
cyber technology, artificial
intelligence and big data ana-
lytics.

Odisha seeks review of rescue
SOPs after journalist’s death

‘Civilians should not be part of such missions’

SATYASUNDAR BARIK
BHUBANESWAR

A day after a journalist died
when an Odisha Disaster Ra-
pid Action Force (ODRAF)
boat that was sent to rescue
a wild elephant stranded in
the Mahanadi river cap-
sized, the Odisha State Disas-
ter Management Authority
(OSDMA) on  Saturday
sought a review of the stan-
dard operating procedures
(SOP) for carrying outsiders
on any rescue mission.

“I request Odisha’s Direc-
tor-General of Police to re-
view the SOP and order that
no outsider, civilian or me-
dia personnel should be part
of any rescue mission,” Pra-
deep Kumar Jena, Managing
Director of OSDMA, posted
on Twitter.

An ODRAF boat was sent
on Friday to drive to safety
an elephant trapped in the

The elephant was washed
away by the current, and its
whereabouts are unknown.

Mahanadi floodwaters. The
boat could not withstand the
strong current and over-
turned close to the Mundali
barrage, leading to the death
of journalist Arindam Das.
The body of a missing
ODRAF personnel could not
be traced in the Mahanadi
river on Saturday. Mr. Jena,
who had earlier said the de-
composed body of ODRAF
personnel Sitaram Murmu

had been found, clarified
that the body was yet to be
traced.

The condition of three
ODRAF personnel admitted
to the SCB Medical College
Hospital, Cuttack continued
to be critical, while a little
improvement was noticed in
the condition of Pravat Sin-
ha, a video journalist, who is
being treated in an intensive
care unit.

After the tragic loss of life,
Odisha’s disaster response
authorities drew flak for ac-
commodating the journalist
and camera person in a
highly perilous rescue mis-
sion.

Meanwhile, the elephant
has been swept away by the
river. The Forest and Envi-
ronment Department, and
the ODRAF, were not in a po-
sition to confirm the ele-
phant’s location.

Unemployment causing a swell of discontent in J&K

Dismissals, mergers, slow recruitment
have left people angry and anxious

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

Jammu and Kashmir is grap-
pling with rising unemploy-
ment in the face of dismissal
of employees, mergers of go-
vernment departments and
snail pace recruitments.

Recently, the Integrated
Child Development Services
(ICDS) “disengaged” 918 su-
pervisors and helpers who
were working for the welfare
of women and children. The
government said their en-
gagement had been
unauthorised.

Working as a helper for
around 20 years, Mehjabeen
Akhtar, now in her 50s, is
among those who have lost
their jobs. The ICDS helpers

earned a meagre salary of
32,500 per month, but even
that was not paid of late, she
said.

“One of the reasons for
my divorce was the ICDS job.
I refused to accompany my
husband to Bengaluru and
preferred to be independent
here because of the job. Now
I am at a crossroads because
of the government decision,”
Ms. Akhtar, a resident of
Anantnag, told The Hindu.

Ms. Akhtar, who is presi-
dent of the ICDS Helpers and
Supervisors Association, is
planning a weekly protest,
which will see the participa-
tion of widows, orphans and
other destitute people who
were affected.

Cabinet expansion
today, says CM Channi

New faces likely to be inducted

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Chief Minister Cha-
ranjit Singh Channi on Sa-
turday said the expansion of
his Cabinet will take place
on Sunday. He met Gover-
nor Banwarilal Purohit dur-
ing the day. “Tomorrow
[September 26] all the Mi-
nisters will take oath of of-
fice,” he said. Sources said
the new faces likely to be in-
cluded are Raj Kumar Verka,
Pargat Singh, Sangat Singh
Gilzian, Amrinder Singh Ra-
ja Warring, Gurkirat Kotli,
Rana Gurjit Singh and Kuljit
Nagra. Meanwhile, 1988-
batch IPS officer, Igbal Preet
Singh Sahota has assumed

additional charge of Pun-
jab’s Director General of Pol-
ice. He will continue to hold
the charge of Special DGP,
Armed Battalion, Punjab.

The Ministers from the
former Amarinder Singh Ca-
binet who could be left out
include Balbir Singh Sidhu,
Sunder Sham Arora, Rana
Gurmit Singh Sodhi, Sadhu
Singh Dharamsot and Gur-
preet Singh Kangar.

Manpreet Singh Badal,
Brahm Mohindra, Vijay In-
der Singla, Tript Rajinder
Singh Bajwa, Arunu Chaud-
hary, Sukhbinder Singh Sar-
karia, Razia Sultana and
Bharat Bhushan Ashu are
likely to be retained.
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Making a point: NSUI activists in Jammu recently held a

protest against unemployment. =pmi

Ironically, the Social Wel-
fare Department has around
6,000 vacancies, official
sources said.

Farooq Ahmad Khan, ad-
viser to J&K Lt. Governor Ma-
noj Sinha, has defended the
government’s decision. “All
these helpers were brought

into the department through
backdoor entries as none of
them have any appointment
order,” Mr. Khan said.

However, Ms. Akhtar
showed an order of engage-
ment issued by a senior offic-
er.

Several government

schemes are not function-
ing, said young men who
were part of self-help groups
working on low-budget go-
vernment projects. Qaiser
Ahmad, was among 4,433
engineering professionals

who ran 1,145 self-help
groups.
Dysfunctional schemes

“The scheme has been dys-
functional since 2019. We are
struggling to make ends
meet,” Mr. Ahmad said.
CPI(M) leader M.Y. Tariga-
mi said 234 supernumerary
posts of forest guards creat-
ed for the engagement of re-
gistered unemployed fores-

try graduates and
postgraduates have also
been abrogated.

Officials said the unbun-
dling and restructuring of
the Power Development De-

[RCTC plans to expand
e-catering on trains

More restaurants to be brought on board for supply of food

YUTHIKA BHARGAVA
NEW DELHI

Railway passengers may
soon be spoilt for choice
when looking to satisfy hun-
ger during their journey,
with the Indian Railway Ca-
tering and Tourism Corpora-
tion (IRCTC) working on
building a large-scale deliv-
ery network to enable fresh
food delivery from restau-
rants to passengers at their
seats.

While the company cur-
rently does offer e-catering
services, these are available
at only some stations due to
logistical issues. “Some of

the branded players are re-
luctant to deliver meals at
stations for various reasons
such as logistical issues and

locating  passengers in
coaches,” a company official
told The Hindu.

The official said the deliv-
ery aggregator concept was
to support such branded
players in managing delivery
from their outlet to passen-
gers on trains. These aggre-
gators will pick up meals,
which are booked on the
IRCTC’s e-catering platform,
from nominated restaurants
and deliver the same to the
passenger at his or her seat.

“This will enable us to get
more restaurants on board
and expand services to more
stations. We aim to make the
service available at 400-450
major stations,” the official
said.

The company is also in
talks with Zomato and Swig-
gy, but the discussions have
not been “very encourag-
ing” so far due to some is-
sues such high charges, said
the official. The IRCTC is also
speaking to other service
providers, and is exploring
the possibility of bringing its
own brand that can act as an
aggregator.

»

partment; merger of the
State Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation (SIDCO)
and the Small Scale Indus-
trial Development Corpora-
tion (SICOP); and revamping
of the J&K Cements Limited
have also resulted in fewer
job opportunities.

Around 48,908 unem-
ployed youth have registered
with the J&K Department of
Employment up to June
2021, which included 21,205
post-graduates. The govern-
ment departments remain
the highest employers in the
Union Territory because of
lack of big industries or
corporates.

However, L-G Manoj Sinha
said he was expecting the
creation of five lakh jobs as
the Union Territory is all set
to get 325,000-30,000 crore
of private investment.

People in J&K
silenced, says
Mirwaiz

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR

Hurriyat chairman Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq on Saturday
said people in Jammu and
Kashmir, especially the
youth, feel suffocated and
silenced and such a situa-
tion could have serious

consequences.
“The situation in J&K is
simmering. It’s getting

more and more repressive
with each passing day. Ex-
treme laws are introduced
to curb people’s freedom
and intimidate them into
silence through fear of re-
tribution,” the Mirwaiz,
who remains under house
arrest since August 5, 2019,
said in a statement.
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China frees 2 Canadians after Huawei deal

Beijing had denied for months that the 2018 detention of Kovrig, Spavor was ‘hostage diplomacy’

ANANTH KRISHNAN

For months, China’s govern-
ment had insisted that the
more than 1,000-day impri-
sonment of Canadians Mi-
chael Kovrig and Michael
Spavor was not, as Canada
had alleged, a case of “hos-
tage diplomacy”.

The two Canadians were
detained in 2018, shortly af-
ter Canada’s arrest of top
Huawei executive Meng
Wangzhou at Vancouver air-
port, based on a U.S. war-
rant, under the then Trump
administration, accusing the
Chinese telecom company of
violating Iran sanctions.

Yet, for all of China’s insis-
tent claims that the cases
were unrelated, the deten-
tion of the two Canadians
came to a sudden end on Sa-
turday, barely hours after
Ms. Meng was released after
the United States Depart-
ment of Justice reached a
deal regarding the criminal
charges, agreeing to a de-
ferred prosecution and for
her to leave Canada.

Shortly after Ms. Meng left

End of ordeal: This combination of file pictures shows
Michael Spavor, left, and Michael Kovrig. =arp

Vancouver airport in the
company of Chinese officials
and boarded a charter flight
to China organised by the go-
vernment, Canada’s Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau an-
nounced that the “two Mi-
chaels” were going home,
bringing an end to a case that
had severely disrupted Cana-
da-China relations and led to
allegations of Beijing taking
“hostages” to push for the
release of Ms. Meng, who is

also the daughter of Huawei
founder Ren Zhengfei.

Meng’s return hailed
Her release and return home
was widely cheered by the
media in China and framed
as a major diplomatic win
showing China standing up
to the U.S. The retaliatory
cases against the two Mi-
chaels was only a footnote.
The Foreign Ministry, in a
statement, said “facts have

Amid China’s clampdown,
HK vigil organiser disbands

Regime can't take away people’s conscience: jailed chairman

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
HONG KONG

The Hong Kong pro-democ-
racy group that organised
three decades of vigils com-
memorating the victims of
Beijing’s Tiananmen Square
crackdown voted to disband
on Saturday in the face of
China’s sweeping clamp-
down on dissent.

The Hong Kong Alliance
was one of the most promi-
nent symbols of the city’s
former political plurality

and its dissolution is the lat-
est illustration of how quick-
ly China is remoulding the
business hub in its own auth-
oritarian image.

After announcing the de-
cision to disband, a repre-
sentative of the alliance read
out a letter from their chair-
man Lee Cheuk-yan, who is
currently in jail.

“A regime cannot take
away the people’s memory
and conscience,” the letter
read. “The beliefs of the

Hong Kong Alliance will be
passed on in the hearts of
Hong Kongers.”

Many of the alliance’s
leaders are in custody for
taking part in the city’s de-
mocracy movement.

Earlier this month, police
charged three senior figures,
including Mr. Lee, with sub-
version — a national security
crime.

That same week, officers
raided a shuttered museum
the group ran.

long proved that this is a pol-
itical persecution against a
Chinese citizen with the aim
to oppress China’s high-tech
companies.”

“The ‘fraud’ accusations
against Ms. Meng are nothing
but fabrication. Even HSBC,
which is named as a “victim”
by the U.S., has issued docu-
ments proving Ms. Meng’s in-
nocence. What the United
States and Canada are doing
is typical arbitrary deten-
tion,” the statement said.

The U.S. statement, an-
nouncing the deal that al-
lowed for Ms. Meng’s re-
lease, said she had “made
multiple material misrepre-
sentations to a senior execu-
tive of a financial institution
regarding Huawei’s business
operations in Iran in an ef-
fort to preserve Huawei’s
banking relationship with
the financial institution...
Meng’s admissions confirm
the crux of the government’s
allegations in the prosecu-
tion of this financial fraud,”
the statement said.

In August, Mr. Spavor had
been sentenced to 11 years in

prison and convicted “of spy-
ing on China’s national se-
crets”.

Mr. Kovrig’s trial opened
in March and he was still
awaiting a verdict, although
already detained for more
than 1,000 days.

The Party-run Global
Times said Mr. Kovrig “was
accused of using an ordinary
passport and business visa to
enter China to steal sensitive
information and intelligence
through contacts in China
since 2017, while Spavor was
accused of being a key
source of intelligence for
Kovrig.”

While the two men were
kept in harsh conditions in a
Chinese prison, Ms. Meng,
on the other hand, awaited
her verdict out on bail, spent
mostly in a mansion in Van-
couver that she owned.

“These two men have
gone through an unbelieva-
bly difficult ordeal. For the
past 1,000 days they have
shown strife, perseverance,
resilience, and grace — and
we are all inspired by that,”
Mr. Trudeau said.

Myanmar’s pro-democracy
monks march against junta

They seek the release of prisoners, including NLD members

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
YANGON

Scores of pro-democracy
Buddhist monks took to the
streets of Myanmar’s se-
cond-biggest city Mandalay
on Saturday, rallying against
the military coup in demon-
strations that coincided with
the 14th anniversary of pre-
vious clergy-led mass prot-
ests, the Saffron revolution
of 2007.

Myanmar has been in tur-
moil and its economy para-
lysed since February when
the military ousted Aung San
Suu Kyi’s civilian govern-
ment, ending a ten-year ex-
periment with democracy.

Brutal crackdown
Around the country an anti-
junta resistance has taken
root, prompting the military
to unleash a brutal crack-
down on dissent. More than
1,100 civilians have been
killed and 8,400 arrested,
according to a local monitor-
ing group.

Protest continues: Buddhist monks taking partin arally
against the junta in Mandalay on Saturday. =arp

Historically, monks in
predominantly ~ Buddhist
Myanmar have been seen as
a supreme moral authority,
organising communities and
at times mobilising opposi-
tion to the military regimes.
But the coup has exposed a
schism in the monkhood,
with some prominent clerics
giving the generals their
blessing and others support-
ing the protesters.

On Saturday, dozens of
monks in their bright orange

and crimson robes marched
through the streets of Man-
dalay with flags and banners
and threw colourful stream-
ers in the air.

The monks chanted for
the release of political pri-
soners, including members
of Aung San Suu Kyi’s politi-
cal party, NLD, which won a
landslide in last election.

Some monks carried up-
side down alms bowls in a
symbol of protest to reject
the junta regime.

Taliban hang bodies of four kidnappers in Herat

In a grim reminder of their previous rule, corpses of the men were displayed in the city’s public areas

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KABUL

The Taliban hanged the bo-
dies of four kidnappers from
cranes after killing them dur-
ing a shootout in Afghanis-
tan’s western city of Herat on
Saturday, a senior official
said.

Herat province’s Deputy
Governor Mawlawi Shir Ah-
mad Muhajir said the men’s
corpses were displayed in va-
rious public areas on the
same day to teach a “lesson”
that kidnapping will not be
tolerated.

Graphic images posted on

Merkel makes final push for successor

Armin Laschet is pitted against Olaf Scholz in Germany’s knife-edge elections

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
AACHEN
Chancellor Angela Merkel on
Saturday urged Germans to
give her would-be successor
Armin Laschet the vote to
shape Germany’s future, in a
last-ditch push to shore up
his beleaguered campaign
ahead of Sunday’s election.
Mr. Laschet, 60, has been
trailing his Social Democrat
challenger Olaf Scholz in the
race for the chancellery,
although final polls put the
gap between them within
the margin of error, making
the vote one of the most un-
predictable in recent years.
Ms. Merkel had planned
to keep a low profile in the
election battle as she pre-
pares to bow out of politics
after 16 years in power. But
she has found herself
dragged into the frantic cam-
paign schedule of the un-

D Whitte.

Final appeal: Angela Merkel standing beside Armin Laschet,
left, in Aachen, Germany, on Saturday. =ap

popular chairman of her
party, Mr. Laschet.

In the last week of the
campaign, Ms. Merkel took
Mr. Laschet to her consti-
tuency by the Baltic coast
and on Friday headlined the
closing rally gathering the
conservatives’ bigwigs in
Munich.

Ms. Merkel tugged at the

Icelanders vote with
climate on agenda

Nine parties are in the election fray

ASSOCIATED PRESS
REYKJAVIK

Icelanders were voting on
Saturday in a general elec-
tion dominated by climate
change, with an unprece-
dented number of political
parties likely to win parlia-
mentary seats.

Polls suggest there won’t
be an outright winner, trig-
gering complex negotiations
to build a coalition govern-
ment.

A record nine parties
could cross the 5% thresh-
old needed to qualify for
seats in Iceland’s parlia-
ment, the Althing. Upstart
parties include the Socialist
Party, which is promising to
shorten the work week and
nationalise Iceland’s fishing
industry.

High turnout is expected,
as one-fifth of eligible voters
have already cast absentee

CM
K

ballots.

Climate change is high
among voters’ concerns in
Iceland, a glacier-studded
volcanic island nation of
about 3,50,000 people in
the North Atlantic.

An exceptionally warm
summer by Icelandic stan-
dards and shrinking glaciers
have helped drive global
warming up the political
agenda.

Polls show strong support
for left-leaning parties pro-
mising to cut carbon emis-
sions by more than what Ice-
land is already committed to
under the Paris climate
agreement.

The current government
is a coalition of three parties
spanning the political spec-
trum from left to center-
right and led by Prime Mi-
nister Katrin Jakobsdottir of
the Left Green Party.

»

heartstrings of Germany’s
predominantly older electo-
rate on Friday, calling on
them to keep the conserva-
tives in power for the sake of
stability — a trademark of
Germany.

“To keep Germany stable,
Armin Laschet must become
Chancellor, and the CDU and
CSU must be the strongest

force,” she said.

A day before the vote, she
travelled to Mr. Laschet’s ho-
metown and constituency
Aachen.

“It is about your future,
the future of your children
and the future of your pa-
rents,” she said, urging
strong mobilisation for her
conservative alliance.

Climate protection

She underlined that climate
protection will be a key chal-
lenge of the next govern-
ment, but said this would
not be achieved “simply
through rules and
regulations”.

“For that we need new
technological develop-
ments, new procedures, re-
searchers, interested people
who think about how that
can be done, and people
who participate,” she said.

Blast kills 8 near Somalia
presidential palace

Car bomb was detonated at checkpoint

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MOGADISHU

A car bomb exploded at a
checkpoint near Somalia’s
presidential palace on Satur-
day, killing eight people,
police said, as the al-Sha-
baab jihadist group claimed
responsibility for the attack.

“We have confirmed that
eight people most of them
civilians died and seven oth-
ers wounded in the car
bomb blast”, district police
chief Mucawiye Ahmed Mu-
dey told reporters.

The bombing took place
during the late morning
within a km of Villa Somalia,
the presidential palace.

Witnesses said the car
bomb was detonated when
police stopped the driver for
a security check. The blaze
spread to other vehicles,
trapping their occupants.

“They normally stop to

check and clear vehicles be-
fore they can pass by the
checkpoint. This car was
stopped by the security
guards and it went off while
there were several other
cars and people passing by
the nearby road. I saw
wounded and dead people
being carried,” said witness
Mohamed Hassan.

Among the dead was the
Prime Minister’s adviser for
women and human rights
Hibaq Abukar, officials said.

Prime Minister Mohamed
Roble condemned the at-
tack and paid tribute to
Abukar, whom he called “a
young hard-working vibrant
girl with honesty” as well as
a “devoted citizen.”

Mr. Roble added: “We
have to cooperate in the
fight against the ruthless ter-
rorists who regularly kill our
people”.

social media showed bloody
bodies on the back of a pick-
up truck while a crane hoist-
ed one man up.

Another video showed a
man suspended from a crane
at a major roundabout in
Herat with a sign on his chest
reading: “Abductors will be
punished like this”.

The display across several
squares in the city is the
most high-profile public
punishment since the Tali-
ban swept to power last
month, and is a sign the Isla-
mist hardliners will adopt
fearsome measures similar

People looking up at a body
hanged by the Taliban from a

cranein Herat. =ap

to their previous rule from
1996 to 2001.

Mubhajir said security forc-
es were informed that a busi-
nessman and his son had
been abducted in the city on

Saturday morning.

Police shut down the
roads leading out of the city,
and the Taliban stopped the
men at a checkpoint, where
“an exchange of fire hap-
pened”, he said.

“As a result of a few mi-
nutes of fighting, one of our
Mujahideen was wounded
and all four kidnappers were
killed,” Muhajir said in a re-
corded statement. “We are
the Islamic Emirate. No one
should harm our nation. No
one should kidnap,” he said
in the video clip.

Muhajir added that before

Saturday’s incident, there
had been other kidnappings
in the city, and the Taliban
rescued a boy.

“One kidnapper was killed
and three others were arrest-
ed,” he said. “It saddened us
a lot because while we are in
Herat, our people are being
abducted,” he said. “In order
for it to be a lesson for other
kidnappers not to kidnap or
harass anyone, we hanged
them in the squares of the ci-
ty and made this clear to eve-
ryone that anyone who steals
or abducts will be pun-
ished.”
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Life's vital links

A new study by researchers
from Duke University, North
Carolina, U.S., draws attention
to the plight of parasites living
off the endangered primates.
Half of the world's primates,
roughly numbering 500
species, are in danger of
extinction. In their model, 213
primates were linked in a
complex web of interactions
involving 763 worms, mites
and other parasites known to
infect them. Cutting enough of
these links could trigger off a
cascade of extinctions. Such
cascades will be worse in
isolated places like the
Madagascar island.

Eat well

Nutrition can alter mood
swings and benefit people
with bipolar disorder,
according to a new study
involving 80 participants and
published in Bipolar Disorders.
In clinical trials, the study
found specific fatty acids
stabilised mood variability in
them. The researchers reduced
omega-6 fatty acids, found in
red meat, eggs and some oils,
and increased intake of
omega-3 fatty acids, found in
flax seeds and fatty fishes like
tuna, salmon. Follow-up
studies are needed to confirm
that this is indeed effective.

MRNA vaccine manufacturers loath to share know-how

Moderna said it will not enforce patents related to its vaccine during the pandemic, but it is yet to transfer technology to the South African hub

R. PRASAD

While many low- and middle-
income countries have re-
ceived by far insufficient sup-
ply of vital COVID-19 vac-
cines so far, vaccine inequity
has been most striking in
Affrica. Of the nearly 6 billion
doses administered globally,
only 2% have been in Africa.
And less than 3.5% of people
in Africa have been fully vac-
cinated till date.

In contrast, 54% of the to-
tal population in the U.S. is
fully vaccinated. After ap-
proving booster shots for the
immunocompromised peo-
ple, on September 22, the
U.S. FDA greenlighted boos-
ter shots for people older
than 65 years, adults bet-
ween 18 and 64 years who
are at high risk of severe dis-
ease and those at high risk of
getting infected and at high
risk of serious complications
of COVID-19 including severe
disease.

Facilitating manufacture

With attempts by the African
Union to buy vaccines being
unsuccessful, the continent
has to wait for donations. It is
to correct this anomaly and
ensure that low- and middle-
income countries can have
easy access to vaccines to
fight the pandemic that, in
April, the WHO and COVAX
wanted these countries to
produce COVID-19 vaccines
themselves. For this, the glo-
bal health body is facilitating
the establishment of technol-
ogy transfer hubs to transfer
necessary technology to ma-
nufacture COVID-19 vaccines
and provide training to inter-

ested manufacturers in these
countries.

The initial focus has been
on developing vaccines using
the mRNA vaccine platform
and expanding to other tech-
nologies in the future. Ac-
cording to Dr. Gagandeep
Kang, Professor of Microbiol-
ogy at CMC Vellore, the rea-
son why WHO zeroed in on
mRNA vaccines is that such
vaccines have been found to
be extremely efficacious in
protecting against COVID-19,
and protection is maintained
to a large degree against var-
iants. Second, the technolo-
gy needed to manufacture
mRNA vaccines is very flexi-
ble and allows relatively ra-
pid adaptation of the vaccine
to variants, if needed. Third,
such vaccines can be pro-
duced by manufacturers of
medicines and medical ac-
tive substances, and finally,
the availability of several
technical features that are
free of Intellectual Property
Rights in many countries of
the world.

Dr Kang is also the vice-
chair of the Coalition for Epi-
demic Preparedness Innova-
tion (CEPI) which the is part
of COVAX that is identifying
technology partners for the
hub

The WHO, a South African
consortium — Biovac, Afrigen
Biologics and Vaccines, a
network of universities and
the Africa CDC — and COVAX
partners are working to set-
up the first technology
transfer hub in South Africa.
The assumption is that com-
panies such as Pfizer and Mo-
derna will show a “willing-
ness to transfer

Indigenous memory technology
moves from lab to fab

The collaborative research can fix faulty chips, cut wastage

SHUBASHREE DESIKAN

IIT Bombay researchers
have developed a “memory
technology” that can, in
principle, revolutionise In-
dian industry and the many
applications that need semi-
conductor chips, such as in
the defence sector, automo-
biles and future aspirations
in cell phone manufactur-
ing. Hard disks, flash memo-
ry, etc, are examples of me-
mory technology. There is
also another form of memo-
ry called the one-time pro-
grammable memory (OTP)
where the memory is writ-
ten once, stored for a life-
time, and retrieved and used
many times. This finds va-
ried uses, one of which is in
correcting faulty chips that
have been mass produced
for specific applications.

Correcting offsets

For instance, think of a chip
that helps read off the tem-
perature. Due to a manufac-
turing defect, the chip may
read 100 degree Celsius as
101 degree Celsius. This “off-
set” of 1 degree may be cor-
rected by storing the error
correction parameter in the
OTP memory. This is done
uniquely for each chip and
once stored, the memory
corrects the chip’s output
for its lifetime.

“OTP memories are also
used for other purposes,
mainly three: chip identity,
secure information storage
and chip calibration for er-
ror correction,” says Udayan
Ganguly, professor at IIT
Bombay, who holds the pa-
tents for the invention along
with A. Lele, S. Sadana and
P. Kumbhare.

Storing values

To store the correction va-
lue, the researchers used
eight memory cells, each of
which would store one “bit”
(that is a value of zero or
one). Each of the memory
cells consist of an ultrathin
silicon dioxide layer which is
10-15 atomic layers thick.
This is deposited uniformly
over a dinner plate-sized
eight-inch silicon wafer to
form millions of nanoscale
capacitors. “The pristine sil-
icon dioxide layer is insulat-
ing, passing a very low cur-
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Testing routine: silicon wafers of 200 millimetre diameter
with OTP memories undergo testing. =ANKIT BENDE AND KUMAR

PRIYADARSHI, IIT BOMBAY

c Semi-Conductor
Lab located in

Mohali, Punjab, is the first

customer to try and use

this technology for

internal purposes.

rent [which in digital
electronics is read as a “0”].
A nanoscale lightning is gen-
erated of 3.3 volts to blow
the capacitor, leading to a
short circuit that produced
high current [this is a “1”],”
says Prof. Ganguly. Thus, the
OTP memory remembers
either the “0” state or “1”
state through its lifetime.

The group, in collabora-
tion with the Semi-Conduc-
tor Laboratory, Mohali, Pun-
jab (SCL), has successfully
demonstrated CMOS 180-na-
nometre-based, production-
ready, eight-bit memory
technology, according to a
press release from the office
of the Principal Scientific Ad-
viser to Government of In-
dia. Reiterating this, Prof
Ganguly says, “We have
shown that the memory cells
and arrays pass all the speci-
fications for the trimming
application when manufac-
tured in the SCL 180-nano-
metre CMOS line. These in-
clude successful operation
between minus 40 degrees C
to 125 degrees C and reliabil-
ity to ensure excess of 95%
yield on eight-bit
memories.”

According to him, a large
fraction of manufactured
chips may need to be dis-
carded for faults that can be
corrected using this technol-
ogy. This technology is the
first indigenous semicon-
ductor memory technology
adoption to manufacturing

»

at 180-nanometre node.
Thus, this is a major national
milestone for semiconduc-
tor innovation, says Prof

Ganguly.

Better process

There exist other methods
of achieving OTP memories
than described above. Ho-
wever, these demand chal-
lenging engineering tech-
niques and also require high
voltage, which comes with a
large area penalty.

“In contrast, we use a
dedicated insulator material
which is specially engi-
neered silicon dioxide at 2.5-
nanometre thickness to
breakdown at 3.3 volt with-
out any special structures
along with a standard tran-
sistor. Thus, the transistor is
not disturbed, and no spe-
cial high voltage generation
is needed,” says Prof. Gangu-
ly, pointing out the attractive
features of the technology.

First customer
Semi-Conductor Lab (SCL),
Punjab, is the first customer
to try and use this technolo-
gy for internal purposes.
Apart from collaborating
with SCL, the team at IIT
Bombay partnered with IIT
Delhi, SETS Chennai and De-
fence Research and Deve-
lopment Organization for
hardware encryption.

“The concept came out of
a PhD Thesis in IIT Bom-
bay... This is the first indige-
nous 180-nanometre memo-
ry technology to have
successfully graduated from
lab to fab in 2021. It has ta-
ken six years in the process
of translating research to
manufacturing,” says Prof.

Ganguly.

Reluctance
to share

Companies promised to help

rid the world of the pandemic,

yet are now hesitant in
complying

= Following inability of

low- and middle-income
countries to procure
COVID-19 vaccines, the WHO
and COVAX wanted them

to produce the vaccines
themselves with the help of
technology transfer hubs

m The initial focus has been
on developing vaccines using
the mRNA vaccine platform

m As early as October

last year, Moderna had
announced that it will not
enforce patents related to
its mMRNA vaccine during the
pandemic

technologies”.

As early as October last
year, Moderna announced
that it will not enforce pa-
tents related to its mRNA vac-
cine during the course of the
pandemic. “We feel a special
obligation under the current
circumstances to use our re-
sources to bring this pan-
demic to an end as quickly as
possible. Accordingly, while
the pandemic continues, Mo-
derna will not enforce our
COVID-19 related patents
against those making vac-
cines intended to combat the
pandemic,” Moderna said
last year.

Promises unkept

However, according to an ex-
clusive Reuters report, the
promise made last year by
Moderna is not translating

= However, according to a
Reuters report, Moderna
is yet to reach a deal to
transfer the technology to
the South African hub

= Pfizer entered into an
agreement with the U.S.
to sell an additional 500
million doses at a not-for-
profit price for donation to

into reality as the company is
yet to reach a deal to transfer
the technology to the South
African hub. The New York
Times quoted Dr. Martin
Friede, a WHO official and
Charles Gore, who runs a Un-
ited Nations-backed nonpro-
fit organisation, Medicines
Patent Pool as saying that
they have had “trouble get-
ting Moderna to the negotiat-
ing table”.

“We would love to get a
discussion with Moderna,
about a license to their intel-
lectual property — this would
make life so much simpler,
but for the moment all at-
tempts have resulted in no
reply,” Dr. Friede told The
New York Times.

It also reported a Moderna
spokeswoman saying that
the company was “willing to

low- and lower-middle-
income countries and the
organisations that support
them

m However, deliveries of
the initial 500 million
doses began only in
August 2021 and only 300
million are expected to be
shipped this year

license its intellectual pro-
perty for COVID-19 vaccines
to others for the post pan-
demic period.” In effect, con-
trary to the promise made
last year, the company is un-
willing to license its mRNA
vaccine IP during the pan-
demic and transfer technolo-
gy to the South African hub.
Vaccination is one sure way
to protect people from sev-
ere disease and death and
end the pandemic.

Research funded

Incidentally, unlike Pfizer
that did not take any funding
from the U.S. government to
develop its vaccine, Moderna
was given $1 billion as part of
Operation Warp Speed to
specifically fund its research
efforts. Moderna’s vaccine
was in part developed by Na-

tional Institutes of Health.

Dr. Lawrence Gostin, fa-
culty director of the O’Neill
Institute for National and
Global Health Law and Geor-
getown University Law Cen-
ter tweeted on September
22: “LMIC companies are
ready & able to produce
mRNA vaccines, but Pfizer-
BioNTech & Moderna are re-
fusing to share technology &
know-how. LMICs are fed-up
with going hat-in-hand to
rich countries for donations,
which never come in time or
at the scale needed.” He then
added: “Biden can legally
compel mRNA manufactur-
ers to sign technology transf-
er contracts in exchange for
reasonable compensation.
The DPA [Defense Produc-
tion Act of 1950] confers vast
powers to act for the national
defense. The DPA specifically
includes “emergency
preparedness.”

Under pressure from U.S.
President Joe Biden to enter
into joint ventures to con-
tract manufacture the vac-
cines in low- and middle-in-
come countries, Pfizer took
an easy route. It entered into
an agreement with the U.S.
to sell an “additional 500
million doses at a not-for-
profit price for donation to
low- and lower-middle-in-
come countries and the or-
ganisations that support
them”, according to a Pfizer
release. The company had
agreed to sell the first lot of
500 million doses in June.
However, deliveries of the in-
itial 500 million doses began
only in August 2021 and only
300 million are expected to
be shipped this year. The to-

tal one billion doses are ex-
pected to be delivered only
by next September.

In July, Pfizer signed a deal
with South Africa’s Biovac In-
stitute to help manufacture
around 100 million doses an-
nually of the mRNA vaccine
for distribution exclusively
to 55 member States of the
African Union. However, as
per the Pfizer press release,
the drug substance will be
manufactured in Europe and
shipped to Biovac. Clearly,
the agreement is for “fill and
finish” of the vaccine, which
does not require technology
transfer. Also, manufactur-
ing of finished doses will
commence only next year.

Reaching targets

Even as President Biden
wants 70% of the global pop-
ulation to be vaccinated by
September next year, much
of the low- and middle-in-
come countries may not
come anywhere close to the
target unless companies
freely share their technology
and know-how.

“I see no reason why only
one or two companies
should be considered when
there are several companies
that work on mRNA pro-
ducts,” Dr. Kang says. “Mo-
derna is not the only compa-
ny with the technology to
transfer — it was just poten-
tially the easiest. I have no
idea why Moderna is not will-
ing to participate given that
they have set up contract ma-
nufacturing on other conti-
nents. However, WHO and
COVAX have other potential
partners with whom engage-
ment is being explored.”

Rainy Septembers point to monsoon shifts

Changing patterns of low pressure, fluctuations in moisture distribution may cause rainfall variation

JACOB KOSHY

For the first time since 2010,
India is poised to see three
consecutive Septembers
with excess rainfall. Experts
say that this is a sign of a
change in monsoon patterns
though it is too early yet to
demonstrably prove that is a
lasting consequence of glo-
bal warming.

As of September 24, mon-
soon rainfall for the month is
nearly 19 cm. The normal for
the entire month is 17 cm,
and there is still a week’s
worth of rainfall to come.

Spikes in rain

While September is usually
the month that marks the be-
ginning of the end, for the
monsoon’s four month so-
journ over India, both 2020
and 2019 have seen spikes in
rain. In 2019, September rain
was a staggering 152% or
close to 25 cm. To put that in
perspective, that is close to
what the country gets in Au-

gust (26 cm), usually the se-
cond rainiest of the mon-
soon months. That year saw
India get the highest mon-
soon rainfall since 1994. Last
September’s rainfall was 17.7
cm which was not too high
but more than what is
normal.

From 2013 to 2018, Sep-
tember rainfall has been less
than normal save for 2014,
when it was 18 cm, or 1 cm
above normal.

From 2010-2012, the
three years of extra-rainy
Septembers did not do much
to boost the total rainfall In-
dia received. India only got
2% more monsoon rain in
2010 and 2011, and ended up
with an overall 7% deficit in
2012 (largely due to weak
rains in June and July).

However, both in 2019
and 2020, India received
close to 10% more monsoon
rain than normal.

When August ended, In-
dia appeared to be danger-
ously close to a rainfall defi-

cit and almost 9% short of
what is normal from June-
August end.

Narrowed deficit

This year, with weak August
rainfall, the India Meteoro-
logical Department said that
September rainfall would be
stronger than usual but India
would still end up with only
around 96% of what's nor-
mal. However, rainfall this
month has significantly nar-
rowed the deficit from 9% at
the beginning of the month
to 2% at the last week of
September.

A rain-bearing circulation
is forming in the Bay of Ben-
gal-unusual for this time of
the year—and is expected to
bring significant rain over
several parts of India for
most of the coming week.

“The most obvious reason
is that the monsoon is with-
drawing much later than
usual,” said Mahesh Palawat,
Chief Meteorologist, Sky-
met, a private weather fore-

The social life of a vampire bat

Each bat in the colony has its own network of social bonds

REUTERS

When one thinks of the
blood-feasting vampire bats,
friendship and cooperation
may not be among the quali-
ties that come to mind But
perhaps they should.

Scientists have shown how
those bats that have forged
“friendships” with others
will rendezvous with these
buddies while foraging for a
meal.

Studying female bats
Researchers attached small
devices to 50 vampire bats to
track night time foraging in
Panama, when these flying
mammals drink blood from
wounds they inflict upon cat-
tle in pastures. The study in-
volved female bats, known to
have stronger social relation-
ships than males.

Among the bats were 23
wild-born individuals that
had been kept in captivity for
about two years during relat-
ed research into bat social
behaviour. Social bonds al-
ready had been observed
among some of them. After
being released back into the

Bonding: Captive bats once

released were found to join a

"friend" during foraging.
=GETTY IMAGES

wild, the bats were found to
often join a “friend” during
foraging,possibly coordinat-
ing the hunt.

“Each bat maintains its
own network of close coop-
erative social bonds,” said
behavioral ecologist Gerald
Carter of the Ohio State Un-
iversity and the Smithsonian
Tropical Research Institute,
who led the research pu-
blished in PLoS Biology.

Social bonds

Social bonds among vampire
bats as they roost in trees in-
clude grooming one another
and regurgitating blood
meals for hungry pals. The
study showed that the social
bonds formed in roosts ex-
tended into the hunt.

The researchers suspect
that the bats, while almost
never departing on foraging
forays with their “friends,”
link up with them during the
hunt for mutual benefit.
They hypothesise the bats
might exchange information
about prey location or access
to an open wound for
feeding.

Live in colonies

Vampire bats, which inhabit
warmer regions of Latin
America and boast wing-
spans of about 18 cm, are the
only mammals with a blood-
only diet. They reside in co-
lonies of thousands.

“Even besides their social
lives, vampire bats are quites
pecial: specializing in a diet
of 100% blood is already
quite rare among verte-
brates,” said co-author Si-
mon Ripperger, a post-docto-
ral researcher from
Smithsonian Tropical Re-
search Institute. “They are
amazing runners, which you
wouldn’t expect in a bat.
They have heat sensors in
their snouts that help them
find a spot to make a bite.”

Against odds: The India
Meteorological Department
had predicted a deficitin
total rainfall, however,
rainfall this month has
significantly narrowed the

deficit.
cast agency, “This means
more September rainfall.
But why it's staying on for

=PTI

longer is still to be
understood.”

Delayed withdrawal

The monsoon normally

starts to withdraw by the 1st
of September and complete-
ly exits by October. Last year,
to reflect the increasingly de-
layed withdrawal of the
monsoon, the IMD updated
the beginning of the withdra-

wal date to September 17th.
In both 2019 and 2020, the
monsoon began its withdra-
wal in October and the same
is expected this year too.

“Overall global warming is
increasing moisture levels
during the monsoon period
but this is affecting the distri-
bution of the rain,” said KJ
Ramesh, former Director
General, IMD, “July and Au-
gust see periods of active
rains and breaks. June and
September because they
have low base rainfall, even
the slightest increase shows
up big percentage gains.”

A study by scientists at the
Central Water Commission
published in Theoretical and
Applied Climatology, 2018
analysed changes in mon-
soon patterns and conclud-
ed that the monthly variabil-
ity of the summer rainfall
was due to changing pat-
terns of low pressure over
the Indian landmass as well
as fluctuations in moisture
distribution.

Question Corner

Martian mystery

Does Mars have water
to enable habitability?

Water is essential for life,
on Earth and other
planets but Mars has no
liquid water on its
surface today. New
research from
Washington University in
St. Louis suggests a
fundamental reason:
Mars may be just too
small to hold on to large
amounts of water.

The study
(Proceedings of the
National Academy of
Sciences)

used stable isotopes of
the element potassium to
estimate the presence,
distribution and
abundance of volatile
elements on different
planetary bodies.
Potassium is a
moderately volatile

element, but the
scientists decided to use
it as a tracer for more
volatile compounds,
such as water.

They measured the
potassium isotope
compositions of 20
previously confirmed
Martian meteorites and
determined that Mars
lost more potassium and
other volatiles than
Earth during its
formation.

The researchers found
a well-defined
correlation between
body size and potassium
isotopic composition.
The finding of the
correlation of potassium
isotopic compositions
with planet gravity is a
novel discovery with
important quantitative
implications for when
and how the
differentiated planets
received and lost their
volatiles, Dr. Katharina
Lodders from
Washington University
and a coauthor of the
study said in a release.

Readers may send their
questions / answers to
questioncorner@thehindu.co.in
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Pouring taxes: More than half of the money paid
by the consumer to buy fuels goes towards
some tax or the other. =GetTvImAGES

Status quo on petrol

Why has the GST Council decided
to keep fuels outside the ambit
of the tax regime for now?

PRASHANTH PERUMAL J.

The story so far: The Goods and Services Tax (GST)
Council last week decided to let petrol and diesel remain
out of the ambit of the GST, at least for now. The
discussion on including the domestic fuels under the
GST was taken up by the Council after a nudge by the
Kerala High Court, but members of the Council chose to
opt for the status quo.

Why is there a demand to bring
petrol and diesel under the GST?

B The climbing cost of petrol and diesel has increased
pressure on the government to reduce taxes on the fuels
in order to rein in their pump prices. The price of petrol
has risen above the ¥100-mark in major cities across the
country. The government has blamed rising international
crude oil prices for the increase in domestic fuel prices.
India imports more than 80% of its oil supplies and the
price of crude oil in the international market does have a
significant impact on domestic fuel prices. However,
high taxes are also seen as a major reason for the rise in
fuel prices. It should be
noted that more than half
of the money paid by the
consumer to purchase
fuels goes towards some
tax or the other. Even
when international crude
oil prices decline, the
government has tended
not to let domestic fuel
prices drop. Instead, it
has in the past raised
taxes to capture the
windfall gains that could
accrue to oil companies.
For instance, even though
the prices of international
crude oil futures dropped to less than $20 a barrel in
April last year due to the huge drop in demand during
the global COVID-19 lockdown, the domestic retail price
of petrol and diesel continued to stay high. The
government says it increased taxes on fuels to
compensate for the loss of other revenues. Opposition
parties and even the RBI have urged the government to
slash taxes to make fuels not only more affordable for the
consumer but also to lessen the second-order
inflationary impacts since diesel is the main fuel used by
road freight operators, and its high price pushes up
transport costs.

Petrol and diesel bring
in huge revenues to
both the Centre and
the State
governments. Fuel
taxes were projected
to contribute almost
%6 lakh crore to the
Central and State
exchequers combined
in 2020-21

[ ]

Why are Central and State governments reluctant?

Bl Petrol and diesel are two of the most highly taxed
goods in the country and bring in huge revenues to both
the Central and State governments. Fuel taxes were
projected to contribute almost 6 lakh crore to the
Central and State exchequers combined in 2020-21, and
bringing domestic fuels under the GST would effectively
mean reducing taxes on them. The highest tax slab
under the GST is 28%, while the fuels such as petrol and
diesel are taxed at more than 100% currently. So both the
Centre and the States are reluctant to lower taxes. The
States, in particular, are wary of losing even more of
their already curtailed independent power to raise tax
revenue by allowing petrol and diesel to be brought
under the ambit of the GST since it would make them
further dependent on the Centre to receive their share of
the taxes. At the moment, the States can independently
impose a value added tax on petrol and diesel. The
Centre and the States have also justified their decision to
tax fuels heavily by saying that the revenue collected
helps them fund social programmes. Critics of the
government’s policy of imposing high fuel taxes,
however, argue that high taxes are a drag on the
economy. If taxes are reduced, not only would more
petrol and diesel be consumed but the money saved by
motorists on this count could likely be diverted to other
parts of consumption spending, thus boosting economic
growth. And if the increment to overall economic output
is greater than the revenue foregone through a reduction
in the tax rates, the governments could end up actually
collecting more revenue than under the current high fuel
tax regime.

What lies ahead?

B Since the revenues of both the Centre and the States
will be heavily affected by a lower tax on petrol and
diesel, it is unlikely that these fuels will be brought under
the ambit of the GST any time soon. Even if these fuels
are brought under the GST, there is likely to be a steep
rate imposed on them to prevent any loss in tax
revenues. So the real question is not whether the Centre
and the States are willing to bring fuels under the GST
but whether they truly wish to reduce taxes on fuels. It
should be noted that the share of the final price of petrol
that goes towards taxes has increased from
approximately 30% in 2014 to about 60% now. So, a
scenario in which there is no further increase in fuel
taxes may be the best that consumers can hope for.
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Will AUKUS upset the Indo-Pacific balance?

Why are China and other nations
irked with the new Australia-UK.-U.S.
security partnership?

NARAYAN LAKSHMAN

The story so far: On September 15, U.S. President Joe
Biden, along with Prime Ministers Scott Morrison and
Boris Johnson of Australia and the U.K. respectively,
announced the formation of a new trilateral security
partnership called AUKUS (Australia-U.K.-U.S.). Its stated
aim is to “update and enhance our shared ability to take
on the threats of the 21t century just as we did in the 20"
century: together,” according to Mr. Biden.

What are the terms of the grouping?

B The summit announcement specifically referenced its
intent for AUKUS to preserve a free and open Indo-Pacific
in the long term. Unsurprisingly, it drew a sharp response
from China, whose territorial ambitions across the
Indo-Pacific may well have been a key factor behind the
formation of this group. Beijing’s consternation that
AUKUS will “undermine” regional peace and “intensify”
an arms race likely stems from the cornerstone of
AUKUS: a proposal whereby the U.S. and the U.K. will
transfer technology to build a fleet of nuclear-powered
submarines for Australia within 18 months. A parallel
development in the submarine deal was the rupture in
diplomatic relations between France and the members of
AUKUS because Canberra cancelled a lucrative
$90-billion conventional submarine purchase order
placed with Paris and opted instead for the
nuclear-powered, but not nuclear-armed, submarine
fleet.

Will AUKUS be a game changer?

B The short answer is that it is unlikely, and the reasons
are several. First, the U.S., as a leading global military
power, already has a strong presence in the Indo-Pacific,
especially in a grouping that includes Australia, India,
and Japan - the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, or
Quad. This involves joint military presence, and a wide
array of war games and more in the region. Similarly, the
U.S., the U.K., Australia, Canada, and New Zealand are
members of Five Eyes, an intelligence-sharing alliance,
which also has regional security implications. It is
unclear what additional signalling could be achieved
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Adding heft: Under AUKUS, nuclear submarines will replace Australia's Collins submarine fleet. =cetTy ImAGES

through the new trilateral security arrangement that does
not fall within the ambit of the Quad, or in the economic
realm by deepening the close ties between Washington
and ASEAN. This assessment is consistent with India’s
response to the creation of AUKUS, which saw Foreign
Secretary Harsh Shringla say, “From our perspective, this
is neither relevant to the Quad nor will it have any impact
on its functioning.” Secondly, AUKUS will not likely deter
Beijing’s strategic calculus across the region, particularly
relating to its maritime ambitions and territorial
expansionism. The one element of AUKUS that has
potential to cause a recalibration of China’s plans in this
realm is the nuclear-powered submarines. The countries
that have such submarines operational are the U.S. (68),
Russia (29), China (12) the U.K. (11), France (8) and India
(1). Given this balance, which implies Chinese dominance
across the Indo-Pacific, the effect of AUKUS facilitating
the development of a nuclear fleet for Australia may tip
the scales the wrong way, perhaps by heightening
Beijing’s anxiety over its nuclear-powered submarine
fleet. Should this fuel an arms race in the region, it will
raise the stakes over strategic flashpoints such as the
South China Sea and Taiwan.

Does India stand to gain from this development?

B Notwithstanding its professed indifference towards
AUKUS and stronger reliance on the Quad, New Delhi
may indeed derive secondary benefits from having three
advanced nations with arguably the most sophisticated
military know-how in the world coming together to
support a free and open Indo-Pacific. Given the inroads
that Beijing has made in recent decades with its Belt and
Road Initiative, including through projects or proposals
for infrastructure development in Southeast Asia, Sri
Lanka, the Maldives, and beyond into Central Asia, fears
in South Block over ‘encirclement’ by China may be
partially mitigated by AUKUS. The catch, however, is that
it would likely be well over a decade before the
submarine construction plans in Adelaide come to
fruition and Australia operationalises a nuclear-powered
fleet. To what extent and in what direction the balance of
power in the Indo-Pacific would have shifted by then
remains to be seen. From New Delhi’s perspective, the
business-as-usual approach is the best answer to such
ambiguities: it implies that India will work with the
transnational institutional arrangements in place, roping
in like-minded nations into symbiotic partnerships, and
calibrate future alliance plans to evolving security
situations across one of the most complex strategic
ecosystems in the world.

Why has India agreed to resume vaccine export?

How is the vaccine-sharing platform dependent on Serum Institute for distribution of Covishield in other countries?

JACOB KOSHY

The story so far: With close to 85 crore doses of
COVID-19 vaccines dispensed in India so far, Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya earlier this week disclosed
plans to resume export of the India-made vaccine from
October, under a programme called ‘Vaccine Maitri, to
foreign countries as well as COVAX. The latest supply
forecast for global vaccine-sharing platform, COVAX, is
that it will have distributed 1.4 billion doses by the end of
2021, less than the 2 billion doses it had aimed for earlier
this year. Only 280.5 million doses have been given out
through COVAX as of September 15.

How many doses has India supplied abroad?

B According to data from the Ministry of External Affairs,
as of May 31, 6.6 crore doses of locally made vaccines
have gone out of India either as grants, exports or
supplies to COVAX. The last despatch was on March 29.
Close to 99% of the vaccines supplied were Covishield.

Why did India stop vaccine exports?

B India’s vaccination drive began in January for
healthcare workers and was gradually expanded to those
aged over 60. Until February, the uptake was slow. The
first two months were also marked by a declining trend
(that commenced in September 2020) in daily fresh cases
of infection. By February, the daily count had dipped to
an all-time low of below 10,000 — something not
witnessed since June 2020. Some government-backed
epidemiological forecasts as well political messaging
began giving out the impression that India had likely
passed the worst of the pandemic. By mid-February

Glitches in supply: COVAX's commitment to supply two
billion doses by the first quarter of 2022 is likely to be
affected because of inadequate supply. =reuters

however, several districts in Maharashtra started
reporting a sharp spike, and by March the ascension was
rapid enough for a growing public demand that vaccines
be made freely available. India had not yet approved
foreign-made vaccines, and though Bharat Biotech’s
Covaxin was approved before the results of its ongoing
phase-3 trials, there was too little of it available to the
public. By March-end, India placed “restrictions” on the
export of Covishield, and stopped it by mid-April.

What is Covishield’s role in COVAX?

B The Pune-based Serum Institute of India (SII) was
expected to be the mainstay for COVAX. Along with the
unexpected spike in demand in India following the
second wave, a fire at its facility in January meant it
struggled to meet its stated production target of 100
million doses a month and was languishing at around 60

million doses. The speedy production of Covishield was
aided by a $300-million investment in SII, in November
2020, by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to offset the
risk from producing billions of doses of vaccine and in
case it was proven to be not effective. However, with the
second surge and the export restrictions, COVAX and its
member-partners have over the last few months
expressed concerns that SII’s inability to manufacture has
meant that COVAX’s commitment to supply two billion
doses by the first quarter of 2022 would be impacted.
African Union countries are expected to receive 470
million doses by the end of 2021, but the forecast is 25%
lower than predicted in June 2021.

What has changed now?

W Regarding the resumption of exports, India has said
only “excess supplies” will be eligible for exports. Vaccine
production has nearly doubled since April and could rise
to over 30 crore doses by October, thus freeing up
supplies. Several factors favour India. There is a steady
decline in new cases, over half the adults have got at least
one dose and, despite reports of fully inoculated people
catching the infection, there is no worrying rise in severe
disease or mortality. However, Covishield continues to be
India’s vaccine mainstay. The supply of Covaxin has
increased, but it still accounts for only around 11% of
India’s total vaccine output. Millions of doses of Sputnik
V, Sputnik Light, Corbevax and ZyCoV-D are projected to
be available in the next few months but so far none has
started rolling off the shelves. With nearly 100 crore doses
needed to fully vaccinate all adults, it is unlikely that all
will be fully vaccinated by the year-end. For that, one
crore doses need to be administered every day. India’s
average daily pace now is about 70 lakh doses.

How will Covishield nod impact travel to UK.?

What are the new rules for tests and quarantine for Indians? Why is India upset with the guidelines?

SUHASINI HAIDAR

The story so far: The United Kingdom updated its travel
guidelines for international travel this week, saying that
from October 4, the U.K. will recognise passengers vacci-
nated in the U.S., the UK. and Europe, and 17 other juris-
dictions (16 countries and Taiwan), which do not include
India. Adding to the measures, against which India prot-
ested, the U.K. amended the guidelines ensuring that pas-
sengers from those named countries who had taken the In-
dia-made Covishield vaccine would be allowed entry
without having to be tested or undergoing the mandatory
10-day quarantine, but Indians who have taken the vaccine
in India would still need to go through both.

Is the U.K. rule discriminatory?

B The U.K. guidelines, originally put out this week, were
not just discriminatory but also contradictory. The benef-
iciaries of the new rule would be the allies of the U.K., like
European countries and the United States, as well as the
named 17 jurisdictions: Australia, Antigua and Barbuda,
Barbados, Bahrain, Brunei, Canada, Dominica, Israel, Ja-
pan, Kuwait, Malaysia, New Zealand, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
Singapore, South Korea and Taiwan (https:/www.nidi-
rect.gov.uk/articles/coronavirus-covid-19-changes-interna-
tional-travel-rules-4-october). Many of these countries still
have COVID-19 cases, and all don’t have higher vaccination
rates than India. What made the rules particularly confus-
ing was that many of these countries have accepted India’s
Serum Institute-made AstraZeneca variant Covishield, in-
cluding the U.K. itself that received five million doses. Offi-
cials said Covishield was not the problem, but the U.K. had
questions about India’s COWIN certification process.

What are the concerns?

M U.K. High Commissioner Alexander Ellis didn’t spell out
the specific concerns, but said British and India officials
are in talks to discuss the interoperability of the CoOWIN
app, which holds the database of vaccinated Indians, with
the U.K. NHS app. This has raised speculation that there
are questions in the U.K. about the authenticity of COWIN
data, a contention that Indian officials have rejected out-
right, saying more than 50 countries worldwide have re-
portedly expressed an interest in adopting COWIN technol-
ogy. However, more questions were raised after the
government announced a record 2.5 crore vaccinations on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s birthday, which does not
match the demonstrated Indian capacity on other days. By
the end of the week, both the U.K. and Indian officials said
their teams had no “technical concerns” over the process,
but the U.K. guidelines still haven’t been amended for In-
dians as the government had hoped. If the issue is not re-
solved in the coming week, the guidelines will come into
place from October 4.

What was India’s reaction?

B The government called the British decision “discrimina-
tory” and lodged strong protests in Delhi, London and
New York, where External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
met his U.K. counterpart Elizabeth Truss on the sidelines
of the UN General Assembly and warned of reciprocal
measures against the U.K. India mandates travel under an
“air travel bubble” arrangement, but accepts mostly In-
dian citizens and OCI (U.K. nationals of Indian-origin) on
flights into India. It also has a separate rule for passengers
from the U.K., who must undergo RT-PCR tests and 14 days

of home quarantine when they arrive, and it remains to be
seen what further reprisals India would wish to take if the
U.K. doesn’t resolve the issue (https://www.civilavia-
tion.gov.in/en/about-air-transport-bubbles https://
www.mohfw.gov.in/pdf/Guidelinesforinternationalarriv-
als17022021.pdf ). Significantly, the government has also
diluted its earlier position, wherein it demanded that the
U.K. and other countries
not only recognise Covish-
ield, which has World
Health Organization (WHO)
approval, but that they re-
cognise all Indian vaccines
like Covaxin that are certi-
fied by Indian processes.

The Indian
government has
called the British
rules 'discriminatory’
and lodged strong
protests in Delhi,
London and New
York, where External
Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar met

his U.K. counterpart
Elizabeth Truss
I

How does this impact
India-U.K. ties?

M India and the U.K. are in
the process of talks on up-
grading ties, including their
strategic partnership, nego-
tiating a trade agreement,
and discussing cooperation
in the Indo-Pacific, and the current controversy makes for
bad optics, particularly since it involves the Covishield vac-
cine, once hailed as a symbol of U.K.-India collaboration
with British technology and Indian manufacturing. If unre-
solved, the issue could also overshadow an expected visit
by British Prime Minister Boris Johnson to India in the next
few months. His previously scheduled visits in January and
then April this year had to be cancelled owing to COVID-19
outbreaks in India and the U.K.
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The ‘grey rhino’ of
China’s property boom

With the real estate giant facing the heat of mounting debt, the
country’s rulers face a dilemma: should they let the company fail,
sending a message to indebted developers, or allow a targeted bailout?

ANANTH KRISHNAN

or observers of Chi-
na’s highly lever-
aged real estate
market, the ongo-
ing collapse of
Evergrande, the country’s se-
cond largest — and the
world’s most indebted — pro-
perty developer, looks much

In Focus less like the “black swan”
= Evergrande event seen by many foreign
(known as investors than what officials
Hengda in in China like to call a “grey
China) was rhino” — a danger that lurks
founded in . .

Shenzhen. in in plain sight.

southern This past week, the com-
Guangdong pany, laden with liabilities in
province, by excess of $300 billion, was
businessman  struggling to make interest
Xu Jiayin in .
1996 just as payments. News of an im-
China's pending default sent shock
property waves across global markets.
boom was If Evergrande’s precarious fi-
beginning to  pancial situation was hardly
take off a secret in China, what was
= The group less clear is how far China’s
manages Communist Party, and its
ﬁaohfea tgﬁﬁon leader Xi Jinping who has Te-
square metres peatedly called for reducing
of land and debt and attacked what he
projects in has called “fictional growth”,
China, lor :hef were prepared to go to tackle
equivalent o s

5qmillion these grey rhinos.

1n(1)e(irzquare Poster child

apartments, After all, for all the obvious

or the size of

a small city

= The
company,
laden with
liabilities in
excess of
$300 billion,
is now
struggling to
make interest

payments

risk, firms like Evergrande
remained key cogs in keep-
ing ticking a debt-fuelled
growth model. Would allow-
ing them to fail send a clear
message about the need for
structural change? Or would
it unleash a hard-to-manage
contagion that would bring
growth in the world’s se-
cond-largest economy, at a
sensitive moment for global
economic recovery, to its
knees?

“Evergrande is a poster
child of what is the most in-

Dexter Roberts, author of
The Myth of Chinese Capital-
ism and a senior fellow at the
Atlantic Council, told The
Hindu. “A poster child of the
model of real estate which is
bringing on excessive lever-
age to build apartments, and
usually pre-selling them be-
fore they're even built.”
Evergrande (known as

The ‘upstream and
downstream
contribution to GDP
of China’s real estate
sector’ is as high as
29%; a 20% fall in real
estate activity could
lead to a 5%-10% fall
in the country’s GDP

Hengda in China) was found-
ed in Shenzhen, in southern
Guangdong province, by bu-
sinessman Xu Jiayin in 1996
just as China’s property
boom was beginning to take
off. Rapid success in real es-
tate — the group manages
more than half a billion
square metres of land and
projects in China, or the
equivalent of 5 million 100-
square metre apartments, or
the size of a small city — saw
Mr. Xu branch into new,
more flashy ventures, includ-
ing taking over Guangzhou
Football Club in 2010 (the
club would hire renowned
Italian coach Marcello Lippi
and go on to become the first
Chinese winners of the Asian
Champions League in 2013,
as Mr. Xu splashed the cash.)

The politics of land
What distinguishes China’s

berts put it, is the unique pol-
itics behind its growth mo-
del. Local governments in
China are highly reliant on
land sales for revenues,
which account for, by some
estimates, half of local reve-
nues, needed for everything
from infrastructure projects
to social welfare. “This
means that they need to con-
tinually develop new com-
mercial and residential real
estate in order to continue to
make enough local revenues
to run the government,” he
says.

This model explains how
China’s real estate sector —
and key players like Ever-
grande — grew so big, and
grew so big so quickly. Ac-
cording to a paper by Ken-
neth S. Rogoff and Yuanchen
Yang published by the Na-
tional Bureau of Economic Re-
search last year, the “up-
stream and downstream
contribution to GDP of Chi-
na’s real estate sector” is as
high as 29%. A 20% fall in
real estate activity, they esti-
mated, could lead to a 5%-
10% fall in GDP.

Tackling debt
But as China’s economy — po-
wered in part by real estate
growth — boomed, so did its
debt levels. If Chinese auth-
orities, over the years,
sought to introduce a slew of
new measures to slow
growth, such as raising the
requirements for down pay-
ments and forcing banks to
cut down on mortgage loans,
they were reluctant to take
more extreme steps to re-
duce debt, worried primarily
about the impact on GDP
growth.

That changed last year,
with Mr. Xi’s government in-

0 e

sures yet. The central bank
put in place what it called
“three red lines” that would
force indebted developers to
start deleveraging and bar
them from getting new loans
unless they fulfilled certain
financial targets.

Indeed, Mr. Xi had given
strong signals since the Par-
ty’s National Congress in
2017, which marked the start
of his second five-year term,
when he declared that
“houses are built to be lived
in, not for speculation”, a
comment that rattled real es-
tate developers.

Since then, the rise of
housing prices has conti-
nued to slow in many second
and tier cities with new mea-
sures that, for instance,
make it tougher to buy se-
cond homes.

With the Evergrande cri-
sis, the real estate model

Beijing-based economist Mi-
chael Pettis, writing for the
Carnegie Endowment this
week, wrote that managing a
calibrated landing will be far
from straightforward with
the spillover effects.

Financial distress

“The problem of spreading
financial distress is a much
more serious problem and
one that the regulators seem
not to have expected — at
least to this extent,” he said.
“Property purchases have
fallen very quickly, and retail
investors in wealth manage-
ment products have already
organised visible protests in
many cities. Meanwhile, sup-
pliers and contractors are
reeling from potential losses,
and since many of them have
been paid in real estate, they
are likely to try to sell these
assets as quickly as possible

needs. This cannot help but
disrupt the real estate mar-
ket further.”

If Evergrande may be al-
lowed to fail with a state-led
restructuring process, the
Party will certainly be con-
cerned about the fall-out: the
impact on homeowners who
may never see homes they
have paid for, on thousands
of others who have pur-
chased the company’s
wealth management pro-
ducts, on the real estate dri-
ven sub-economy that sus-
tains millions of livelihoods,
on local governments and
their financial vehicles that
rely on land sales to balance
the books.

A targeted bailout is one
likely option that comes to
the aid of some but not all
creditors. At the same time,
the Party is aware that ac-
tions taken to mitigate their

would, however, end up only
making a longer term struc-
tural change, which every
economist says is inevitable,
all that more difficult.

“The central government
is in a really hard place,” Mr.
Roberts observed. “They
made it clear they need to re-
duce leverage in order to
have a more stable economy.
But now they see as they do
that, the pain starts to ap-
pear.”

“The dilemma then is, do
they continue to pursue this
course of deleverage, show
that they’re serious about it,
do what they need to do long
term? Or do they decide to
step back because of the fact
that it is becoming abundant-
ly clear that there could be
real economic pain? The
signs are they are ready to
push further this time. They
are ready to accept some
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debted industry in China,”

CHARANJIT SINGH CHANNI

The common man CM

real estate sector, as Mr. Ro-

troducing the toughest mea-

The Congress bets on Scheduled Caste leader in Punjab ahead of 2022 poll

VIKAS VASUDEVA

haranjit Singh Channi
C was the Technical

Education Minister in
the Cabinet of Captain Ama-
rinder Singh (retd.). He was
one of those Congress lead-
ers in Punjab who revolted
against the Chief Minister in
recent months in a State that
is going to the polls in 2022.
But he may not have expect-
ed then that he would suc-
ceed the captain as Punjab’s
Chief Minister.

On September 20, after
Capt.  Amarinder an-
nounced his resignation and
said he “felt humiliated” by
the actions of the Congress’s
leadership, Mr. Channi, 58,
took oath as Chief Minister.
He is the first Chief Minister
of the State from the Sche-
duled Caste community.

Soon after assuming of-
fice, Mr. Channi, who comes
from rural Punjab with a
humble background, said
his government “is of the
poor, for the poor and with
the poor”.

A law graduate with a
Master’s degree in business
administration and current-
ly pursuing doctoral re-
search on “Indian National
Congress: a study of its cen-
tral organisation and electo-
ral strategies” in Panjab Un-
iversity, Mr. Channi had
accused Capt. Amarinder of
failing to fulfil the Con-
gress’s 2017 Assembly elec-
tion promises.

As Minister, he had de-
manded creating a regular
post of ‘Class D’ employees
in the State government in-
stead of “outsourcing”

CM
K
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them. Within days after be-
coming the Chief Minister,
Mr. Channi announced that
all ‘Class D’ employees
would be regularised. He al-
so announced curtailing his
security cover.

Political journey

Born in Makrona Kalan vil-
lage near Chamkaur Sahib,
the three-time legislator saw
hardship closely in the early
years of his life. Mr. Channi
began his political journey
by contesting the municipal
council elections from Kha-
rar town, where his family
had eventually settled.

He remained a municipal
councillor for three terms
and then he became the Pre-
sident of the Kharar Munici-
pal Council twice. He was
first elected to the Punjab
Assembly in 2007 as an In-
dependent. In 2010, he
joined the Congress, and re-
tained the seat in the 2012
and 2017 elections. During
2015-16, when the Shiroma-
ni Akali Dal-Bharatiya Janata
Party combine was in pow-

»

er, Mr. Channi was the Lead-
er of the Opposition in the
Assembly. In 2017, Mr. Chan-
ni became a Cabinet
Minister.

A handball player and
Bhangra (Punjab’s folk
dance) enthusiast, Mr.
Channi has had his share of
controversies as well. In
2018, a woman IAS officer
had accused him of sending

an “inappropriate text”
message.
The Punjab Women Com-

mission had taken suo motu
cognisance of the matter
and sought a response from
the government. Capt. Ama-
rinder had then asked Mr.
Channi to apologise to the
woman officer, and said he
believed the matter was “re-
solved” to her satisfaction.
But amid the infighting in
the party and Mr. Channi’s
strident opposition to Capt.
Amarinder, the issue resur-
faced in May when the wo-
men’s panel chief threa-
tened to go on a hunger
strike if the State govern-
ment failed to apprise her

within a week of its stand on
the issue. After Mr. Channi
was announced as the new
Chief Minister, the National
Commission for Women
Chairperson, Rekha Shar-
ma, demanded his resigna-
tion, citing the allegation.

In 2018, Mr. Channi got
embroiled in another con-
troversy when, as a Minister,
he chose to flip a coin to de-
cide on a posting for lectur-
ers at a polytechnic insti-
tute. While two candidates,
chosen by the Punjab Public
Service Commission, want-
ed the same station to work
in Patiala, Mr. Channi decid-
ed to toss a coin, which he
said “was done after both
the candidates had agreed
to it”. Mr. Channi found
himself in a piquant situa-
tion in 2017 when a road was
built through a park outside
his official residence in
Chandigarh, apparently on
the advice of an astrologer.
The local administration la-
ter dismantled the road.

Challenges ahead

Now that he is the CM, Mr.
Channi is looking beyond
the controversies. In his pu-
blic interactions, he has em-
phasised his common man
image, and said the govern-
ment’s priority was to listen
to and resolve the problems
of the poor. The challenge
before him is to rally the
Congress, weakened by in-
fighting, behind his leader-
ship and reach out to the vo-
ters for a fresh mandate,
with only months left for the
Assembly poll amid mount-
ing political challenges from
a resurgent opposition.

now stands at a crossroads.

to satisfy their own liquidity

losses

JAGMEET SINGH

Rising star in Canadian politics

in the short-term

pain.”

The NDP, with 25 MPs, retains its parliamentary influence in latest election

NARAYAN LAKSHMAN

anada’s New Demo-
C cratic Party (NDP)

may not have suc-
ceeded yet in tipping the
scales in its favour in the re-
cent federal election, but
under its charismatic leader
and son of India-born pa-
rents, Jagmeet Singh, 42, it
could well be the party to
reckon with in the future of
the country’s politics.

Mr. Singh, whose training
in Brazilian ju-jitsu makes
him no stranger to a fight,
helped his party garner 25
seats — and counting — at
least one seat more in the
Canadian Parliament than
during the previous election
in 2019. Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau’s Liberal Party
won 158 seats, short of the
170 seats needed for majori-
ty. Like in 2019, Mr. Singh is
expected to play the role of
king maker.

His rise will be watched
closely in India, as indeed
the Canadian Sikh commun-
ity has always been on the
radar of South Block for the
occasional, apparently irk-
some, comments made
among the latter regarding
Khalistan and Sikh interests
in the Indian political mi-
lieu. In 2013, Mr. Singh was
reported to have been de-
nied a visa to India after he
spoke out for justice for vic-
tims of the 1984 anti-Sikh
riots.

Fighting in the trenches

Although today Mr. Singh
rivals the style-icon, Gen Z-
embracing status of Mr. Tru-
deau, and has even exceed-

ILLUSTRATION: SREEJITH R KUMAR

ed the latter’s accomplish-
ments by becoming a Tik
Tok star and gracing the
pages of a men’s fashion ma-
gazine, he rose from humble
beginnings and gritty trench
warfare as a criminal de-
fence lawyer in Ontario.

Born in Scarborough, On-
tario, to Harmeet Kaur and
Jagtaran Singh, Mr. Singh
had a difficult childhood in
some regards as their family
moved regularly for his fath-
er’s work, and his father
struggled with alcoholism.
In a memoir published in
2019 he revealed that he had
been sexually abused by a
school coach when he was
10 years old, and he came
out with the details because
he “had a platform where I
could say a lot of things that
might help people out,” he
said, adding, “I hope that in
the struggles that I faced, I
can help people that are fac-
ing similar struggles to feel
less alone.”

At the time Mr. Trudeau
praised Mr. Singh’s courage,
tweeting that Mr. Singh was

helping to “fight against
stigma.”

As part of the multiple re-
locations that his family
went through during his ear-
ly years, he also moved to
Punjab and lived there brief-
ly until his father joined
medical school in Newfoun-
dland, to train to become a
psychiatrist. At that point
the Singh family returned to
Canada and settled down in
Windsor, Ontario, on the
east bank of the Detroit
River.

During 2006-2011, Mr.
Singh served as a criminal
defence lawyer, first for a
private firm and then on his
own, a stint that he has said
shaped his desire to enter
politics. “Criminal defence
is a bit more liberal, more
left-wing because of the...
social justice aspect of it,” he
said in a 2012 interview.

Filling a political gap

In that regard, Mr. Singh ap-
parently fills a vacuum in
Canadian politics, blending
the growing appreciation of

»

left-of-centre politics in the
context of the pandemic,
with 21-century digital savvy
that helps him translate his
political intentions to a gen-
eration that consumes news
and political information in
a purely online ecosystem.

Among the key issues that
he fought for in the most re-
cent federal election are
writing off student-loan
debt, tackling inflated hous-
ing and rental markets, and
reducing emissions to 50%
of 2005 levels by 2030. At a
broad cut, the NDP under
Mr. Singh does not shy away
from talking about tackling
income distribution and tax-
ing the ultra-wealthy, not to
mention putting critical is-
sues facing Canada’s indige-
nous minorities front and
centre, including attacking
Mr. Trudeau for failing to
provide clean drinking wa-
ter to these communities.
Polling suggests that indige-
nous voters may be losing
confidence in Mr. Trudeau’s
Liberal Party.

After veering to the right
under the influence of Do-
nald Trump in the U.S.,
Brexit in the U.K., and simi-
lar impulses elsewhere,
world politics appears to be
returning to the centre or
centre-left in some cases as
nations are still reeling un-
der the debilitating health
and economic effects of the
pandemic. If the appetite for
state interventionism dee-
pens in Canadian politics
too, then Mr. Singh and his
party may well be poised to
play an even bigger role in
shaping their country’s fu-
ture in the years ahead.
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CBIC extends re-export
timeline for containers
NEW DELHI

To address the problem of
shortage of containers for
exports, the tax department
has decided to give three
more months for the
re-export of imported vessels
lying at domestic ports,
according to an official
circular. e1i

Flipkart advances Big
Billion Days to Oct. 3-10
NEW DELHI

The competition in the Indian
e-commerce space is set to
heat up as Walmart-owned
Flipkart is advancing its The
Big Billion Days (TBBD) sale
to start from October 3, a
day before rival Amazon
kicks off its festive sale.
Earlier, Flipkart had
announced that the eighth
edition of TBBD would be
held from October 7-12. e

HDFC sells part of Ansal
shares to recover dues
NEW DELHI

Housing Development
Finance Corporation Ltd. on
Saturday said it had sold a
part of the shares, invoked
by it of Ansal Housing, to
recover its dues. In August,
HDFC had invoked
46,20,000 shares of Ansal
aggregating 7.78% of

the paid-up share capital, for
recovery of part outstanding
dues against loans availed by
pledgers/borrowers. e

Reliance Infra to raise
¥750 crore via FCCBs
NEW DELHI

Reliance Infrastructure on
Saturday said that its board
had approved raising up to
%750 crore by issuing foreign
currency convertible bonds
(FCCBs) on a private
placement basis. In a filing
with the BSE, Reliance
Infrastructure also said that
Sandeep Khosla has been
appointed as Chief Financial
Officer (CFO) of the
company. pri

CEA says privatisation of Air India proceeding well, confident of completing planned disinvestments

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

The government remains
confident of completing the
proposed stake sales in Life
Insurance Corporation of In-
dia and Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd. (BPCL) by
the end of this fiscal year,
Chief Economic Adviser
Krishnamurthy  Subrama-
nian said on Saturday.

“Privatisation of Air India
is proceeding well... two bids
have been received. Bharat
Petroleum  [privatisation]
and LIC’s listing we are confi-
dent should happen by
fourth quarter of this year,”
Dr. Subramanian said speak-
ing at the PGPMAX Leader-
ship Summit 2021 of the In-
dian School of Business (ISB)
in Hyderabad.

Describing the three stake
sales as important compo-
nents of the 1.75 lakh crore
proceeds the Budget had es-

the right hands for efficiency gains, the CEA said. s=reuters

timated this year from priva-
tisation, the Chief Economic
Adviser said the enterprise
policy focused on private
sector was one of the key pil-
lars of reforms being pur-
sued by the government.
Barring three to four public

EV firm Omega Seiki to

invest X800 cr., plans [PO

Company eyes overseas expansion

LALATENDU MISHRA
MUMBAI

Omega Seiki Mobility, an
electric vehicle (EV) compa-
ny of the Anglian Omega
Group, is planning to invest
%800 crore in manufactur-
ing EVs and to expand oper-
ations beyond India, said
chairman Uday Narang.

“So far, we have invested
%200 crore of our own mo-
ney... we will take this in-
vestment to 31,000 crore in
12-18 months,” Mr. Narang
said, adding that the compa-
ny was planning to go for an
IPO next year. “Our objec-
tive is to be the ‘Tesla of
electric commercial vehi-
cles from India’ and we are
on track,” he added. The
firm was gearing up to roll

Uday Narang

out three new two-wheeler
models. The company has
already set up 40 dealer-
ships in India and plans to
add 75 more by March 2022.
Mr. Narang said the firm
had also chalked out a stra-
tegy to export its products
to markets including Nepal,
Bangladesh and Africa.

sector undertakings in three
or four strategic areas in-
cluding defence and oil and
gas, the rest would be “priva-
tised or taken into right
hands so that efficiency gains
can come about,” he added.
The proposed privatisa-

In 8-10 years, the
Indian economy
will look very
different and much
more efficient

C

tion of two public sector
banks (PSBs) was also part of
the policy. Privatisation of
the two banks would be real-
ly critical considering PSBs
were a bellwether of social-
ism, he said.

“In another 8-10 years, the
Indian economy will look ve-
ry different and much more
efficient to what it is today
when this process will be ta-
ken to its logical conclusion,”
he said, adding that the cur-
rent year would go down in
history as a very important
year for privatisation.

Noting that the Atmanirb-
har Bharat idea was based on
the private sector and an em-
phasis on achieving self re-

liance as opposed to the mo-
del until 1991 that focused on
self-sufficiency, Dr. Subrama-
nian said competition
brought out the best.

‘Change in mindset’

The CEA said there had also
been a change in the mindset
with the stress on “respect-
ing private sector rather than
chase guys in the private sec-
tor; this is something I feel
will be enduring”. The priv-
ate sector needed to be em-
powered, he said, asserting
that trade and enabling trade
were part of India’s DNA.

To a query on a V-shaped
recovery post pandemic, the
CEA asserted that India was
the only country that had
converted the crisis into an
opportunity. “The V-shaped
recovery was really predicat-
ed on the understanding of
the fundamentals of econo-
my,” Dr. Subramanian said.

‘Certain areas of CV
segment still under stress’

No quick return to normalcy, says Viji

N. ANAND
CHENNAI

Certain areas of the com-
mercial vehicles (CV) seg-
ment are still under stress,
said Harsha Viji, executive
Sundaram

vice-chairman,
Finance Ltd.

“Idon’t think it is going to
be a quick fix for the next
three to six months for eve-
rything to come back to nor-

mal,” he told The Hindu.

The second half of the
current fiscal would be
much better compared with
the year-earlier period, pro-
vided the third wave did not

throw a spanner, he added.

Mr. Viji cited examples of
sectors in distress including
tourism (taxis and buses),
transport (route and staff
buses), educational sector,

and market load operators.

“In general, those market
load operators, who are not

Services exporters flag SEIS denial, rates

Cargo handling among sectors dropped; pandemic-hit tourism’s benefit cut to 5%

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Several services sectors are
fretting about being exclud-
ed or given lower incentive
rates under the Service Ex-
ports from India Scheme
(SEIS), whose benefits for
201920 were notified on
Thursday, even as exporters
voiced concern about the 5
crore cap on entitlements.

The tourism sector has
been granted a 5% benefit on
net foreign exchange earn-
ings as opposed to 7% ear-
lier, while some sectors like
management consulting and
cargo handling have been ex-
cluded altogether.

“Services such as manage-
ment consulting services,
technical testing and analy-
sis services, support services
for maritime transport and
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No smooth sailing: The tight December 31 deadline for firms

to claim benefits would also cause inconvenience. =«.r.DbEEPAK

cargo handling services,
which were eligible during
earlier periods, are excluded
now,” T. Viswanathan, prin-
cipal partner, Lakshmikuma-
ran & Sridharan Attorneys,
told The Hindu. “Moreover,
the rate of SEIS benefit has
also been reduced by 2%

from earlier specified rates.”

The tight December 31
deadline set for firms to
claim their benefits would al-
So cause inconvenience, Mr.
Viswanathan said. On the 35
crore cap on benefits, he
noted that a similar value
cap of 32 crore had been

placed under the Merchan-
dise Exports from India
Scheme as well, which was
under challenge before va-
rious High Courts.

The Indian Association of
Tour Operators (IATO) said it
was ‘a tad disappointed’
about the cut in the SEIS be-
nefits, especially since the
industry had faced one of its
worst phases over the past
year-and-a-half and endured
‘debilitating hardship’.

“Inbound tour operators
had almost zilch income
with several of them folding
up their businesses,” said IA-
TO pesident Rajiv Mehra.
“So the SEIS benefit was
awaited as it would provide
some financial succour and
help tide over this crisis,” he
said, stressing that tourism
was a major employer.

on fixed contract, are also
affected and freight prices
are depressed,” he said.

Though diesel prices had
gone up, freight rates had
not been increased to com-
pensate for it, he observed.

“That being said, every
month is looking better than
the previous month in terms
of sales growth and collec-
tions. We are seeing a
month-by-month improve-
ment,” Mr. Viji said. “So, se-
cond half will be much bet-
ter,” he added.

I-T notifies
‘safe harbour”’
rates for firms

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI
The tax department has
notified the ‘safe harbour’
rates for 2020-21 for calcu-
lation of transfer pricing by
foreign firms in India. Gen-
erally, safe harbour is de-
fined as circumstances in
which the tax authority
shall accept the transfer
price declared by the tax-
payer to be at arm’s length.
The Central Board of Di-
rect Taxes, through a noti-
fication, extended the ap-
plicability of Safe Harbour
Rules (SHR) to 2020-21. As
per the notification, the
rates under SHR applicable
from 2016-17 to 2018-19,
and later extended to 2019-
20, will continue to apply
for 2020-21 as well.

Jesus delivers for Man City

Villa shocks United; Liverpool held; Atletico goes down to Alaves

EURO LEAGUES

REUTERS
LONDON

An early second-half goal
from Gabriel Jesus with Man-
chester City’s first shot on
target earned the Premier
League champion a 1-0 win
over joint league leader Chel-
sea on Saturday.

In the other early kick-off
match, cross-city rival Man-
chester United paid for a be-
low-par display to go down
1-0 Aston Villa at home.

At Stamford Bridge, Jesus
pushed the ball home with a
deflection off Jorginho after a
goalmouth melee in the 53rd
minute.

The victory also broke a
three-match losing streak for
City against Chelsea

At Old Trafford, Kortney
Hause’s 88th-minute header
put Villa on course for a sur-
prise win, but the same
man’s handball gifted United

Decisive blow: Jesus slots home City's winner. =ap

an opportunity to steal a
point in stoppage-time, only
for Bruno Fernandes to dra-
matically miss the target.

Salah’s 100th

Striker Mohamed Salah
scored his 100th Premier
League goal for Liverpool but
the league leader was held to
a 3-3 thrilling draw by

Team Europe runs up a
good lead on day one

LAVER CUP

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BOSTON

The pandemic-delayed
fourth edition of the Laver
Cup — and first without Rog-
er Federer, Rafael Nadal or
Novak Djokovic — began on
Friday with Team Europe
taking a 3-1 lead over Team
World thanks to singles vic-
tories from Matteo Berretti-
ni, Casper Ruud and Andrey
Rublev.

A team must reach 13
points to win the three-day
competition. Each match
victory is worth one point
on Friday, two on Saturday
and three on Sunday.

CcM
K

Team Europe has won all
three Laver Cups so far,
helped each time by Feder-
er — whose management
company is the driving force
behind the exhibition — and
either Nadal or Djokovic.

Last year’s event was
postponed because of the
coronavirus outbreak.

The results: Team Europe
leads Team World 3-1 {Casper
Ruud bt Reilly Opelka 6-3, 7-6
(4); Matteo Berrettini bt Felix
Auger-Aliassime 6-7 (3), 7-5,
[10-8]; Andrey Rublev bt Die-
go Schwartzman 4-6, 6-3,
[11-9]; Alexander Zverev &
Berrettini lost to John Isner &
Denis Shapovalov 4-6, 7-6(2),

[10-113.
»

Brentford.

In LaLiga, Atletico Ma-
drid’s title defence was dealt
a blow as it suffered a 1-O de-
feat at Alaves. Victor La-
gauardia netted the winner.

The results: Premier
League: Chelsea O lost to Man-
chester City 1 (Jesus 53); Man-
chester United O lost to Aston
Villa 1 (Hause 88); Everton 2

(Townsend 29-pen, Doucoure
77) bt Norwich O; Leeds 1 (Ra-
phinha 19) lost to West Ham 2
(Firpo 67-0g, Antonio 90);
Leicester 2 (Vardy 37, 85) drew
with Burnley 2 (Vardy 12-og,
Cornet 40); Watford 1 (Sarr 72)
drew with Newcastle 1 (Long-
staff 23); Brentford 3 (Pinnock
27, Janelt 63, Wissa 82) drew
with Liverpool 3 (Jota 31, Salah
54, Jones 67).

LaLiga: Alaves 1 (Lagauardia
4) bt Atletico Madrid O.

Serie A: Spezia 1 (Verde 80)
lost to AC Milan 2 (Maldini 48,
Diaz 86); Inter Milan 2 (Marti-
nez 5, Dzeko 71) Atalanta 2
(Malinovskyi 30, Toloi 38).

Bundesliga: RB Leipzig 6
(Nkunku 16, 70, Poulsen 23,
Mukiele 45+3, Forsberg 60-
pen, Haidara 77) bt Hertha Ber-
lin O; Leverkusen 1 (Wirtz 62) bt
Mainz O; Hoffenheim 3 (Kra-
maric 45+2, Baumgartner 74,
Kaderabek 81) bt Wolfsburg 1
(Baku 25); Greuther Fuerth 1
(Itten 87) lost to Bayern Mun-
ich 3 (Mueller 10, Kimmich 31,
Griesbeck 68-0g).

Maiden pole for Norris

Sainz to start alongside in front row

RUSSIAN GP

REUTERS

SOCHI

McLaren’s Lando Norris
took the first Formula One
pole position of his career in
a damp qualifying session
for the Russian Grand Prix
on Saturday.

Ferrari’s Carlos Sainz will
join the Briton on the front
row in Sochi, with Williams’
George Russell third and se-
ven times World champion
Lewis Hamilton qualifying
fourth for Mercedes after
hitting the pit lane wall.

Red Bull’s World cham-
pionship leader Max Ver-
stappen, five points clear of
Hamilton after 14 races, will
line up at the back of the
grid due to penalties for ex-
ceeding his engine
allocation.

The grid: Row 1: Norris
(McLaren), Sainz (Ferrari); Row
2: Russell (Williams), Hamilton
(Mercedes); Row 3: Ricciardo

Lando Norris. =arp

(McLaren), Alonso (Alpine);
Row 4: Bottas (Mercedes),
Stroll (Aston Martin); Row 5:
Perez (Red Bull), Ocon (Al-
pine); Row 6: Vettel (Aston
Martin), Gasly (AlphaTauri);
Row 7: Tsunoda (AlphaTauri),
Latifi (Williams); Row 8: Le-
clerc (Ferrari), Raikkonen (Alfa
Romeo); Row 9: Schumacher
(Haas), Giovinazzi (Alfa Ro-
meo); Row 10: Mazepin (Haas),
Verstappen (Red Bull).

Team USA has Europe on the ropes

Schauffele and Johnson shine in hosts’ dominant start

RYDER CUP

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KOHLER (USA)

Team USA flexed its muscle
at wind-whipped Whistling
Straits on Friday, dominat-
ing Europe 6-2 to launch its
quest to regain the Ryder

Cup.
Olympic gold medallist
Xander Schauffele and

World No. 2 Dustin Johnson
put two points each on the
board for the hosts, who
dominated the morning
foursomes 3-1 then rode the
momentum through a gritty
afternoon of four-balls to
take their biggest day-one
lead in 46 years.

Europe led in three of the
four afternoon contests but
came up with just one point
from two tied matches as the

: i N
Major contributor: Dustin Johnson played his partin the
United States taking its biggest day-one lead in 46 years. =arp

USA won another two.
Sergio Garcia notched up

a milestone tying with Nick

Faldo’s record of 23 match

wins for Europe.

The scores: United States 6
leads Europe 2

{Foursomes: Justin Thomas
& Jordan Spieth lost to Jon
Rahm & Sergio Garcia 3&1; Dus-
tin Johnson & Collin Morikawa
bt Paul Casey & Victor Hovland
3&2; Brooks Koepka & Daniel
Berger bt Lee Westwood & Matt
Fitzpatrick 2&1; Patrick Cantlay
& Xander Schauffele bt Rory
Mcllroy & lan Poulter 5&3.

Four-balls: Johnson &
Schauffele bt Paul Casey &
Bernd Wiesberger 2&1; Bryson
DeChambeau & Scottie Scheffler
tied with Rahm & Tyrrell Hatton;
Tony Finau & Harris English bt
Mcllroy & Shane Lowry 4&3;
Tommy Fleetwood & Hovland
tied with Thomas & Cantlay.

Francis Bacon primed to
deliver in feature event

HYDERABAD: Trainer

Sunday’s (Sept. 26) races here.

CHAITANYA CHAKRAM PLATE
1) (1,400m), (Terms)
Maiden, 3-y-o only (Cat. II), 1.00
p.m: 1. Arrowtown (1) Md. Ismail
56, 2. Blue Origin (12) S. Zervan
56, 3. Divine Chakram (3) Aneel
56, 4. Dream Station (10) Mukesh
Kumar 56, 5. I Am Superman (6)
Rafique Sk. 56, 6. Quality War-
rior (2) N.B. Kuldeep 56, 7. Solar
Eclipse (4) Kuldeep Singh 56, 8.
Special Effort (5) P. Trevor 56, 9.
Sye Ra (8) Deepak Singh 56, 10.
Good Tidings (7) Surya Prakash
54.5, 11. Icicle (9) Ashad Asbar
54.5 and 12. Southern Act (11)

(DIV.

Abhay Singh 54.5.
1. BLUE ORIGIN,

2. SPECIAL EFFORT,
3. DREAM STATION

GREEN HAVEN PLATE (DIV. II)

(1,200m), rated up to 25 (Cat.
1), 1.30: 1. Classy Dame (10)
Gaurav Singh 61, 2. Stark (6) Ajit
Singh 61, 3. Story Teller (9) R.S.
Jodha 61, 4. Sea Wolf (3) Akshay
Kumar 60.5, 5. Crackershow (2)
A.A. Vikrant 60, 6. Art In Motion
(5) Afroz Khan 58.5, 7. Acadian
Angel (7) Santosh Raj 56, 8. Jo
Malone (4) Mukesh Kumar 56, 9.
Proud Legacy (1) Aneel 55 and 10.
Turf Monarch (8) Surya Prakash

51.5.

1. STORY TELLER,
2. SEA WOLF,

3. ACADIAN ANGEL

CHAITANYA CHAKRAM PLATE

(DIV. 1) (1,400m), (Terms)
Maiden, 3-y-o only (Cat. II), 2.05:
1. Aryaman (5) A.A. Vikrant 56, 2.
Cash Register (8) P. Trevor 56, 3.
Dizizdtymtowin (11) Koushik 56,
4. Epsom (4) Afroz Khan 56, 5.
My Master (7) Nakhat Singh 56, 6.
N R I Sport (1) Mukesh Kumar 56,
7. Tenth Attraction (3) Rafique
Sk. 56, 8. Hot Seat (9) Md. Ismail
54.5, 9. Mehrnoosh (2) Gaurav
Singh 54.5, 10. Mireya (10) Ak-
shay Kumar 54.5 and 11. Reining

Queen (6) Kuldeep Singh 54.5.
1. MIREYA,

2. N R I SPORT,

3. CASH REGISTER

MAKALU PLATE (1,600m),

rated 20 to 45 (Cat. III), 2.40:
1. Due Diligence (8) P. Trevor 61,
2. Limoncello (9) Akshay Kumar
60, 3. Moonlight Ruby (2) Neeraj
59.5, 4. Advance Guard ()
Mukesh Kumar 58.5, 5. Lightning
Power (5) Santosh Raj 58.5, 6.
Sweet Melody (7) B.R. Kumar
58.5, 7. Aerial Combat (6) Abhay
Singh 54.5, 8. Destined To Be (3)
Rafique Sk. 54, 9. Royal Pal (4)
Aneel 54 and 10. Urvashi (10)

Koushik 53.

1. DUE DILIGENCE,
2. LIMONCELLO,

3. MOONLIGHT RUBY

»

L.V.R.
Deshmukh’s Francis Bacon, who
is in fine fettle, should win the
Major Mir Mujtaba Hussain Me-
morial Cup, the main event of

5 TETRARCH PLATE (1,200m),
rated 20 to 45 (Cat. I1I), 3.15: 1.
Kingston (5) Nakhat Singh 60.5,
2. Sandown Park (-), 3. Hard To
Toss (10) Deepak Singh 58.5, 4.
Ashwa Jauhar (8) Gaurav Singh
57.5, 5. Flying Jet (3) Afroz Khan
57.5, 6. Jean Lafette (1) R. Ajinkya
57, 7. Miss Marvellous (2) N.B.
Kuldeep 57, 8. Greek’s Ace (14)
Kiran Naidu 56, 9. Blue Valentine
(12) Surya Prakash 55.5, 10. An-
gelita (9) Kuldeep Singh 53.5, 11.
Sugar An Spice (13) Md. Ismail 53,
12. Flamingo Fame (7) G. Naresh
52, 13. That’s My Way (6) Aneel
52, 14. Thunder Road (11) B.
Nikhil 51.5 and 15. City Queen (4)
Santosh Raj 50.

1. KINGSTON, 2. HARD TO TOSS,

3. JEAN LAFETTE

CHAITANYA CHAKRAM PLATE

(DIv. 111) (1,400m), (Terms)
Maiden, 3-y-o only (Cat. II), 3.50:
1. Blue Label (4) B.R. Kumar 56,
2. Costello (5) Akshay Kumar 56,
3. Dream Jewel (6) Kiran Naidu
56, 4. Gurbaaz (11) Afroz Khan 56,
5. Royal Support (8) S.S. Tanwar
56, 6. Sea Of Class (2) Mukesh Ku-
mar 56, 7. Starwalt (7) P. Trevor
56, 8. Able Love (3) Gaurav Singh
54.5, 9. Miss Little Angel (9)
Surya Prakash 54.5, 10. Over Joy
(1) Ashad Asbar 54.5 and 11. Ra-
cing Rani (10) Kuldeep Singh
54.5.
1. ABLE LOVE,
2. COSTELLO,
3. STARWALT

MAJOR MIR MUJTABA HUSSAIN

MEMORIAL CUP (1,800m), 5-
y-0 & upward, rated 40 to 65
(Cat. II), 4.25: 1. British Empress
(2) Rohit Kumar 61.5, 2. Dandy
Man (3) Ashad Asbar 57, 3. Mark
My Word (7) Nakhat Singh 56.5,
4. Lockhart (5) Deepak Singh 56,
5. N R I Vision (1) Koushik 55, 6.
City Of Wisdom (4) Mukesh Ku-
mar 54, 7. King Maker (8) Surya
Prakash 54, 8. Francis Bacon (9)
P. Trevor 53.5 and 9. The Special
One (6) Akshay Kumar 53.5.
1. FRANCIS BACON, 2. BRITISH
EMPRESS, 3. THE SPECIAL ONE

8 GREEN HAVEN PLATE (DIV. I)
(1,200m), rated up to 25 (Cat.
I1I), 5.00: 1. Berkeley (7) Abhay
Singh 61, 2. Silver Set (2) Md. Is-
mail 61, 3. Starwalker (11) B.R. Ku-
mar 61, 4. Hashtag (8) Gaurav
Singh 60.5, 5. Shelly Anne (4)
Kiran Naidu 60.5, 6. Paree (6)
Afroz Khan 59.5, 7. Winning
Player (1) Ashad Asbar 58, 8. Big
Day (3) Nakhat Singh 57, 9.
Golden Forza (5) Mukesh Kumar
57, 10. Lightning Pearl (9) Rafique
Sk. 55 and 11. India Gate (10) B.
Nikhil 52.

1. BERKELEY, 2. SILVER SET,

3. WINNING PLAYER

Day’s Best: FRANCIS BACON
Jackpot: 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8.; Treble: (i)
1,2 &3, (i) 3, 4 &5, (iii) 6, 7 & 8;
Mini Jackpot: (i) 2, 3, 4 & 5, (ii) 5,
6, 7 & 8; Tanala: All races.
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Capitals go top after first-rate bowling effort

Shreyas and Hetmyer chip in with bat to set up eighth win in 10 games; Samson’s 70 n.o. in vain for RR

™

In the thick of it: Nortje delivered for Capitals yet again while Royals were never in the chase despite Samson finding his feet. ssportzrics/ipL

SCOREBOARD

IPL 2021

SPORTS BUREAU

elhi Capitals’ incisive

bowling in the Power-
Play flattened Rajasthan
Royals’ chase and eventually
proved decisive in the team’s
resounding 33-run victory in
Abu Dhabi on Saturday.

With its eighth win in 10
matches, DC regained the
top spot and virtually as-
sured itself of a berth in the
playoffs.

Although the side has not
technically made it yet, no
team with 16 points in a 14-
match season has failed to
finish in the top four.

RR, eyeing a victory to
jump to third, slipped to se-
venth after nine matches.

Lone hand
Chasing a target of 155, RR
skipper Sanju Samson (70
n.o., 53 balls, 8x4, 1x6)
played a lone hand.

He hit all the fours of the
innings and survived a

dropped catch by Shikhar
Dhawan on 57.

The standout feature of
Samson’s batting was how
cleverly he nudged the ball
behind the wickets.

He also smashed one
down the ground and col-
lected three fours off a Kagi-
so Rabada over that fetched
14 runs.

Despite Samson’s valiant
effort, RR never threatened
DC after being reduced to 17
for three in the fifth over.

’Keeper Pant to the fore
Captain and wicketkeeper
Rishabh Pant had a hand in
the dismissals of openers
Liam Livingstone, Yashasvi
Jaiswal and the dangerous
David Miller.

The departures of Mahi-
pal Lomror and Riyan Parag
made it 55 for five. Thereaf-
ter, DC’s victory was never in
doubt.

Earlier, DC struggled on a
slow pitch after losing Dha-
wan and Prithvi Shaw early.
Shreyas Iyer and Pant rotat-

DELHI CAPITALS
Prithvi Shaw c Livingstone b
Sakariya 10 (12b), Shikhar
Dhawan b Tyagi 8 (8b, 1x4),
Shreyas lyer st. Samson b Tewa-
tia 43 (32b, 1x4, 2x6), Rishabh
Pant b Mustafizur 24 (24b,
2x4), Shimron Hetmyer ¢
Sakariya b Mustafizur 28 (716b,
5x4), Lalit Yadav (not out) 14
(15b, 1x4), Axar Patel c Miller b
Sakariya 12 (7b, 1x6), R. Ashwin
(not out) 6 (6b); Extras (b-2,
lb-1, w-6): 9; Total (for six wkts.
in 20 overs): 154.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-18 (Dhawan, 3.1 overs), 2-21
(Shaw, 4.1), 3-83 (Pant, 11.4), 4-
90 (Shreyas, 13.2), 5-121 (Het-
myer, 16.3), 6-142 (Axar, 18.2).

ROYALS BOWLING
Mustafizur 4-0-22-2, Lomror 1-
0-5-0, Sakariya 4-0-33-2, Tyagi

ed the strike well and went
on to add 62 runs mainly be-
cause 43 came off the five ov-
ers bowled by spinners Ta-
braiz Shamsi and Rahul
Tewatia after the PowerPlay.
But in the space of 11 deliv-

4-0-40-1, Shamsi 4-0-34-0,
Tewatia 3-0-17-1.

RAJASTHAN ROYALS
Liam Livingstone c Pant b
Avesh 1 (3b), Yashasvi Jaiswal c
Pant b Nortje 5 (4b), Sanju Sam-
son (not out) 70 (53b, 8x4,
1x6), David Miller st. Pant b
Ashwin 7 (10b), Mahipal Lomror
c Avesh b Rabada 19 (24b, 1x6),
Riyan Parag b Axar 2 (7b), Rahul
Tewatia ¢ Hetmyer b Nortje 9
(15b), Tabraiz Shamsi (not out)
2 (4b); Extras (lb-1, w-5): 6;
Total (for six wkts. in 20 overs):
121.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-6 (Livingstone, 0.6), 2-6
(Jaiswal, 1.1), 3-17 (Miller, 4.2),
4-48 (Lomror, 10.2), 5-55
(Parag, 11.5), 6-99 (Tewatia,
17.2).
CAPITALS BOWLING

eries, Pant (24 off 24 balls)
and Shreyas (43 off 32) de-
parted to make it 90 for four
in the 14th over.

Shimron Hetmyer (28 off
16) looked in great touch be-
fore his intended slog ended

CSK meets KKR in a clash of form sides

Dhoni’s men eye playoff berth; Morgan's
side banks on explosive batting line-up

ODAY'S MATCHES

e
=
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KNG
ABU DHABI, 3.30 P.M. IST

vs. Y
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Running hot: The Knight Riders bowlers have had a lot to
cheer about in the second leg. =sportzpics/ipL

R
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HEAD-TO-HEAD

HEAD-TO-HEAD

Played: 23 Played: 28
CSK 15 | KKR @) RCB@M | MI D
In 2021 In 2021

Played 1| CSK 1| KKR O

Played1|RCB1|MI O

STAR SPORTS 1 & SS SELECT 1(SD & HD)

SPORTS BUREAU

he long break between

the two phases of the In-
dian Premier League has not
affected Chennai Super
Kings, as it has hit the
ground running with two
wins from two matches in
the UAE so far.

As it takes on Kolkata
Knight Riders in Abu Dhabi
on Sunday, CSK will walk in
with a real chance of sealing
a playoffs berth if it can get
its eighth win of the season.

In the first two matches,
CSK was outplayed in the
first 10 overs but the team
managed to quickly turn the
tide thereafter to post com-
fortable wins against Mum-
bai Indians and Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore.

Aggressive approach
CSK bowling consultant Eric
Simmons highlighted the
team’s aggressive approach
to batting as a reason for its
good run this year.

“I think the biggest diffe-

There are always things we
can improve on: Padikkal

S. DIPAK RAGAV

fter the six-wicket loss to

Chennai Super Kings on
Friday, Royal Challengers
Bangalore opener Devdutt
Padikkal felt that the team
should have got close to 170
or 180 after his 111-run first-
wicket partnership between
Virat Kohli.

Taking it deep
“When you have a start like
that we would like to get to
probably 170-180 at least.
“There are always things
we can improve on and at
that point, we were looking
to take the game as deep as

CM
K

-
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vivo
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Faling short: Padikkal felt that RCB should have scored
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170-180 after the start it made. =sporTzPICS/IPL

possible,” said Padikkal.
“We felt that the wicket

was getting a little tougher

and we knew that for some-

»

one new coming in, it won’t
be that easy to straight away
get going,” the left-hander
added.

rence is the aggression in
our batting. We have come
out a lot more aggressive
than we did last time (in
2020),” said Simmons after
the win against RCB on
Friday.

Like CSK, KKR also has
started the UAE-leg of the
tournament with convincing
wins over RCB and MI after
just two victories from seven
outing during the first phase
in India.

The Kolkata side has the
resources to be competitive
with an explosive batting
line-up that can take on the
CSK medium-pacers who re-
ly on swing more than out-
right pace.

Another advantage for
KKR is that it has played its
first two matches at the
Sheikh Zayed Stadium and
should have a better read on
the conditions.

Lockie Ferguson has deli-
vered for the Kolkata side in
the last two games and will
hope to continue in the same
vein against CSK.

Avesh 4-0-29-1, Nortje 4-0-

18-2, Ashwin 4-0-20-1, Rabada

4-0-26-1, Axar 4-0-27-1.

Toss: RR; MoM: Shreyas.
Capitals won by 33 runs.

Innings scan

34 Dots 50

10 8

3 s 2
36/2 21/3
7.70 6.05

Next assignment

RR: Sept. 27 vs SRH
Dubai, 7.30 p.m. IST

DC: Sept. 28 vs KKR
Sharjah, 3.30 p.m. IST

in a catch.

Soon Lalit Yadav, Axar Pa-
tel and R. Ashwin ensured
that the final three overs pro-
duced 30 runs to give DC a
fighting tally that eventually
proved a winning one.

PBKS edges SRH in thriller

Shami, Bishnoi, Arshdeep trump Holder’s all-round heroics

SPORTS BUREAU

certain Murphy S. Law

has spent rather more
time around David Warner
and Sunrisers Hyderabad
this season than they would
have liked. On Saturday, SRH
crashed out of contention
for a playoffs spot with a five-
run defeat against Punjab
Kings in Sharjah.

Jason Holder's power-hit-
ting (47 n.o. off 29) at the
death raised hopes of a rare
win. But IPL debutant Nath-
an Ellis successfully defend-
ed 17 in the final over to get
the PBKS campaign back on
track.

Defending a modest tar-
get of 126, Mohammed Sha-
mi, in his opening over, had
Warner caught behind. In
his next over, he got Kane
Williamson to chop one on
that jagged back off the
seam. Shami’s first spell read
3-1-5-2 as SRH limped to 20
for two, its lowest PowerPlay
total ever.

On a wicket where the
ball was gripping and turn-
ing, Ravi Bishnoi (three for
24) clean-bowled Manish
Pandey.

SRH had just huffed and
puffed past 50 in the 12th ov-

i - & [ —— -—
Hunting them down: Holder,
who struck off his very first
ball, took three for19in
fOUrOVeI’S. = SPORTZPICS/IPL

er, when Bishnoi made it
worse by removing Kedar
Jadhav and Abdul Samad in
the same over.

Holder and Wriddhiman

Saha fought back with a 31-
run stand before the latter
was run out after a terrible
mix-up. With 21 needed off
12, Arshdeep Singh bowled a
brilliant 19th over, conced-
ing four runs and picking up
a wicket.

Scattered display

Asked to bat, PBKS’s Power-
Play was a scattered display
of some fortune against pace
and streaky boundaries.

Holder came on in the
fifth over and struck off the
first ball as K.L. Rahul
whipped a flick straight to
substitute J. Suchith. Three
balls later, Holder snared
Mayank Agarwal. In the next
over, Sandeep Sharma in-
duced an outside edge from
Aiden Markram. But the ball
fell short of Saha.

Chris Gayle, playing his
first game of the second leg,
was trapped lbw by Rashid
Khan. In the next over, Ni-
cholas Pooran fell to a sharp
return catch from Sandeep.

Samad then accounted
for Markram, and Suchith
took a one-handed catch to
dismiss Deepak Hooda. Ho-
wever, a 14-run final over
took PBKS to a total which
proved enough in the end.

SCOREBOARD

PUNJAB KINGS

K.L. Rahul ¢ sub (Suchith) b
Holder 21 (21b, 3x4), Mayank
Agarwal c Williamson b Holder
5 (6b), Chris Gayle lbw b Rashid
14 (17b, 1x4), Aiden Markram ¢
Pandey b Samad 27 (32b, 2x4),
Nicholas Pooran c & b Sandeep
8 (4b, 1x6), Deepak Hooda c
sub (Suchith) b Holder 13 (70b,
1x4), Harpreet Brar (not out) 18
(18b, 1x4), Nathan Ellis c
Pandey b Bhuvneshwar 12 (12b,
1x6), Mohammad Shami (not
out) O (0b); Extras (b-1, Lb-3,
w-3): 7; Total (for seven wkts.
in 20 overs): 125.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-26 (Rahul, 4.1 overs), 2-27
(Mayank, 4.5), 3-57 (Gayle,
10.4), 4-66 (Pooran, 11.4), 5-88
(Markram, 14.4), 6-96 (Hooda,
15.4), 7-118 (Ellis, 19.3).

SUNRISERS BOWLING
Sandeep 4-0-20-1, Bhuvnesh-

war 4-0-34-1, Holder 4-0-19-3,
Khaleel 3-0-22-0, Rashid 4-0-
17-1, Samad 1-0-9-1.

SUNRISERS HYDERABAD

David Warner ¢ Rahul b
Shami 2 (3b), Wriddhiman Saha
run out 31 (37b, 1x4), Kane Wil-
liamson b Shami 1 (6b), Manish
Pandey b Bishnoi 13 (23b, 1x4),
Kedar Jadhav b Bishnoi 12
(12b), Abdul Samad c Gayle b
Bishnoi 1 (2b), Jason Holder
(not out) 47 (29b, 5x6), Rashid
Khan ¢ & b Arshdeep 3 (4b),
Bhuvneshwar Kumar (not out) 3
(4b); Extras (b-1, Lb-2, w-4): 7;
Total (for seven wkts. in 20
overs): 120.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-2 (Warner, 0.3), 2-10 (Wil-
liamson, 2.2), 3-32 (Pandey,
7.6), 4-56 (Jadhav, 12.2), 5-60
(Samad, 12.6), 6-92 (Saha,
16.1), 7-105 (Rashid, 18.1).

PUNJAB KINGS BOWLING

Shami 4-1-14-2, Arshdeep 4-
0-22-1, Ellis 4-0-32-0, Har-
preet  4-0-25-0, Bishnoi
4-0-24-3.

Toss: SRH; MoM: Holder.

Punjab Kings won by five
runs.

Innings scan

PBKS
48

SRH

Dots 52

Next assignment

SRH: Sept. 27 vs RR
Dubai, 7.30 p.m. IST

PBKS: Sept. 28 vs MI
Abu Dhabi, 7.30 p.m. IST

MI and RCB seek to fix batting woes

Rohit and Kohli's outfits are yet to register a win in the UAE leg

SPORTS BUREAU

oyal Challengers Banga-
lore and Mumbai In-
dians, both yet to record a
win in the second leg of the
IPL, clash in Dubai on
Sunday.
The teams will seek to find
a quick fix to their batting
woes. RCB stuttered to 156/6
in a loss to Chennai Super
Kings on Friday, just a few
days after being bowled out
for 92 by Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers (KKR). MI has not fared
much better, recording sub-
par totals of 155/6 and 136/8
in its previous two outings.
Skipper Rohit Sharma will
be tempted to bring in explo-
sive all-rounder Hardik Pan-
dya, provided he is declared
fit. The team is not short on
firepower, with the likes of
Suryakumar Yadav, Ishan
Kishan, Kieron Pollard and
Krunal Pandya in its ranks. A
few big knocks from the star-
studded line-up is sure to
bring MI back to winning
ways. RCB will have similarly
high expectations from its ex-
perienced duo, A.B. de Vil-

liers and Glenn Maxwell.

Both batsmen have failed
in this second leg, leading to
the side’s struggle in the mid-
dle overs.

Captain Virat Kohli and
Devdutt Padikkal got fifties in
the CSK outing, but the open-
ers were unable to step on
the gas after settling down.

RCB and MI, with five and
four wins in nine matches,
need a good result to build
some momentum in the
playoff race.

PTS

Delhi Capitals 10 8 2 16 0.711

Chennai Super Kings 7 2 14 1185

Royal Challengers 5 4 10 -0.720
Kolkata Knight Riders 4 5 8 0.363
Punjab Kings 10 4 6 8 -0.271
Mumbai Indians 9 4 5 8 -0.310
Rajasthan Royals 9 4 5 8 -0.319
Sunrisers Hyderabad (E) 9 1 8 2 -0.637

After the SRH-PBKS match on Sept. 25 E- ELIMINATED

India looks to prevent clean sweep in ODI series

Australia primed to stretch 26-match winning streak

Sparkler: Smriti was in smashing form in the second ODI.

INDIA IN AUS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MACKAY

India will be looking to avoid
the ignominy of a clean
sweep by Australia, which is
looking for its 27th consecu-
tive win, when the teams
meet in the third and final
women’s One-Day Interna-
tional here on Sunday.

A no-ball off the final de-
livery by Jhulan Goswami
found India on the wrong
side of the result in the se-
cond ODI.

Opeer Rachel Haynes’ re-
placement Beth Mooney,
Tahlia McGrath and Nicola
Carey snatched the game

away from India.

India’s bowling attack,
barring Jhulan, hasn’t really
delivered in 2021. Shikha
Pandey is very hardworking
but can she be a regular
partner for Jhulan? Mansi
Joshi, Puja Vastrakar and
Monica Patel have also not
stood up to be counted.

The spin department is In-
dia’s strength, but it would
seem stronger teams have
now measured up.

Poonam Yadav’s loopy leg-
breaks have thus become lar-
gely ineffective. Deepti Shar-
ma has been consistent but
is more of a restrictive
bowler.

The teams (from):

»

India: Mithali Raj (Capt.), Har-
manpreet Kaur (Vice-Capt.),
Smriti Mandhana, Shafali Ver-
ma, Punam Raut, Jemimah Ro-
drigues, Deepti Sharma, Sneh
Rana, Yastika Bhatia, Taniya
Bhatia (wk), Shikha Pandey,
Jhulan  Goswami, Meghna
Singh, Pooja Vastrakar, Rajesh-
wari Gayakwad, Poonam Yadav,
Richa Ghosh and Ekta Bisht.

Australia: Meg Lanning (Capt.),
Darcie Brown, Maitlan Brown,
Stella Campbell, Nicola Carey,
Hannah Darlington, Ashleigh
Gardner, Alyssa Healy, Tahlia
McGrath, Sophie Molineux,
Beth Mooney, Ellyse Perry, Ge-
orgia Redmayne, Molly Strano,

Annabel Sutherland, Tayla
V0aeminck and Georgia
Wareham.

Match starts at 5:35 a.m. IST.
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India wins two silvers

Jyothi Surekha in line for a third medal
& uvupfggl

ARCHERY

SPORTS BUREAU
YANKTON (USA)

India picked up silver me-
dals in the compound wo-
men’s and mixed team
events of the World archery
championships here on
Friday.

The trio of V. Jyothi Surek-
ha, Muskan Kirar and Priya
Gurjar lost to Colombia’s Sa-
ra Lopez, Alejandra Usquia-
no and Nora Valdez 229-224
in the women’s title clash.

It was Colombia’s third
World title.

Scores tied
The scores were tied 58-58
after the first end before Co-
lombia took a one-point lead
in the second.

The Colombians were not
too troubled by the gusts of

Sania-Shuai
pair in final

SPORTS BUREAU
OSTRAVA (CZECH REPUBLIC)

Sania Mirza and Shuai
Zhang beat Eri Hozumi and
Makoto Ninomiya 6-2, 7-5
in the doubles semifinals of
the $565,530 WTA tennis
tournament here.

The results:

$565,530 WTA, Ostrava:
Doubles (semifinals): Shuai
Zhang (Chn) & Sania Mirza bt
Eri Hozumi & Makoto Ninomi-
ya (Jpn) 6-2, 7-5.

$15,000 ITF women, Monas-
tir, Tunisia: Doubles (semifi-
nals): Yasmine Mansouri (Fra)
& Himari Sato (Jpn) bt Hono-
ka Kobayashi (Jpn) & Jennifer
Luikham 6-0, 6-3.

TV PICKS

IPL 2021: Star Sports 1 & SS
Select 1(SD & HD), 3.30 p.m.
& 730 p.m.

F1: Sochi GP: SS Select 1 (SD
& HD) & Star Sports 3, 5.30

p.m.
Premier League: SS Select 2
(SD & HD), 6.30 p.m. & 9

.m.
Badminton: Sudirman Cup,
Star Sports 2 (SD & HD), 6.30

.m.
Bundesliga: Sony Ten 2 (SD
&HD), 7p.m. &9 p.m.
World Archery Champion-
ships: Sony Ten 1 (SD & HD),
8.30 p.m. & 12.30 a.m.
(Monday)

Golf: Ryder Cup: day 3,
Eurosport (SD & HD), 9.30

p.m.
Laver Cup 2021: Sony Six
(SD & HD), 4 a.m. (Monday).

IN BRIEF

Raducanu splits with
coach Richardson

LONDON

US Open winner Emma
Raducanu has decided to
replace coach Andrew
Richardson with someone
who has the experience to
keep her at the top level on
the WTA Tour. arp

Bangalore summer race
meeting cancelled
BENGALURU

The stewards of the
Bangalore Turf Club have
decided to cancel the
Bangalore summer race
meeting-2021 owing to
administrative reasons. The
tentative date for the start of
the winter meeting 2021-22
will be announced shortly.

.

Priya Gurjar brought home the women's team silver.
= TWITTER/ARCHERYWORLDCHAMPIONSHIPS

wind during the last two
ends and secured a comfor-
table five-point victory.

Later, the mixed pair of
Jyothi and Abhishek Verma
went down fighting to the
Colombian duo of Sara Lo-
pez and Daniel Munoz
154-150.

India led 39-38 after the

opening end, but the Colom-
bians won the next two — the
third with a perfect 40 — to
lead 117-111.

The Indians, who had two
rounds of 36, won the last
end 39-37 but lost the match
to give Colombia its fourth
World crown and first in the
mixed team event.

Combining well: Jyothi Surekha and Abhishek Verma

struck silver in the mixed team event.
= TWITTER/ARCHERYWORLDCHAMPIONSHIPS

Nevertheless, it was a per-
sonal milestone for Jyothi,
who claimed two podium
finishes here to secure her
fifth World championships
medal.

Jyothi had bagged a team

silver and an individual
bronze in 2017 and a team
bronze medal in 2019.

The 25-year-old is in the
race for another medal in
the individual women’s
competition here.

Deepak leads a 1-2 finish for Momentum Motorsport

Shahan and Arjun take poles in Saloon and MRF F1600 catego

MOTORSPORTS

SPORTS REPORTER
CHENNAI

Deepak Ravikumar of Chen-
nai led a brilliant 12 finish
for Momentum Motorsport
along with Bengaluru’s Chi-
rag Ghorpade in the Formula
LGB 1300 race in the first
round of the MRF MMSC
FMSCI Indian National Car
Racing Championship 2021
at the MMRT here on
Saturday.

Shahan Ali Mohsin, the 17-
year old from Agra and a
multiple National karting
champion, snatched the
pole in the MRF F1600 cate-
gory just ahead of Chirag
Ghorpade (Bengaluru) and
K. Suriya Varadhan from
Coimbatore.

In the popular Saloon car
category, Coimbatore vete-
ran and defending cham-

—

On top: Deepak Ravikumar celebrates his victory in the

Formula LGB 1300 race. =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

pion Arjun Balu (Race Con-
cepts), expectedly took the
pole followed by the Rayo
Racing pair from Hyderabad
Anindith Reddy and Jeet
Jhabakh.

The results (provisional):
Formula LGB 1300 (Race 1,
eight laps): 1. Deepak Raviku-

mar (Momentum Motorsport,
Chennai) 20mins, 04.575secs;
2. Chirag Ghorpade (Momen-
tum Motorsport, Bengaluru)
20:10.045; 3. Amir Sayed
(MSport, Kotagiri) 20:12.571.

Qualifying: MRF F1600: 1. Sha-
han Ali  Mohsin  (Agra)
01:40.148; 2. Chirag Ghorpade

Bengaluru FC beats Army Green

To meet FC Goa in the semifinals

DURAND CUP

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

Former Indian Super League
champion Bengaluru FC
(BFC) came from behind to
down the regimental side
Army Green 3-2 in the quar-
terfinal encounter of 130th
Durand Cup football, at the
Salt Lake Stadium on Satur-
day.

Army Green took the lead

off a penalty scored by Lal-
lawmkima before Wungn-
gayam Muirang scored the
equaliser for Bengaluru FC.

Leon Augustine and Nam-
gyal Bhutia scored one each
to give Bengaluru FC the re-
quired cushion as Army
Green got one back towards
the end through T.V. Vibin,
who scored the second pe-
nalty coming the armymen’s
way.

Bengaluru FC will meet
ISL opponent FC Goa in the

second semifinal scheduled
to be played on Wednesday.

Mohammedan Sporting
and FC Bengaluru United
will be locking horns in the
first semifinal on Monday.

Salt Lake Stadium is the

venue for both the matches.
The result:
Quarterfinal 4: Bengaluru FC 3
(WungngayamMuirang20, Le-
on Augustine 47, NamgyalBhu-
tia 74) bt Army Green 2 (P.C.
Lallawmkima 9-pen, T.V. Vibin
TV 89-pen).

Texan Aces takes honours

BRIDGE

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Texan Aces sustained its
good work and beat Formid-
ables by 15 IMPs in the final
of the Team of four Gold
event in the 18th HCL Inter-
national bridge champion-
ship played virtually on the
Real Bridge platform.

Except for trailing by 10
IMPs after the second set,
Texan Aces was ahead of
Formidables in the final.
Texan Aces, represented by
Ajay Kkhare, Anil Padhya, G

Tokyo Olympics show
instilled self-belief: Neha

HOCKEY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Indian women’s hockey
team mid-fielder Neha Goyal
says their inspirational per-
formance at the Tokyo Olym-
pics has changed the mental-
ity of the side and instilled
self-belief in players.

“Our performance at To-
kyo Olympics has changed
the mentality and given us
the self-belief to compete
with any team in the world.
Our win over Australia in the
quarterfinal brought about a
shift in our mentality,” the

CM
K

24-year-old said.

matches.
gave us a lot of confidence,

which we will carry with us
: It was the second successive

going forward.”

For Neha competing at
the Games was a landmark :
¢ return home to Chennai and

moment of her career.

“I was nervous before the
occasion, but very excited. It :
has always been my dream :

to play in the Olympics since
I started playing hockey.
“This was my first time, so

to enjoy the moment.”

»

Venkatesh, Milind Athavale,
P. Sridhar, Raju Tolani, Sun-
daram, Sunit Chokshi, won a
prize purse of ¥3,50,000.
The runner-up spot fetched
32,00,000. Solaris beat
Shree Cement by 44 IMPs to
pocket a cash prize of
31,00,000. The fourth
placed team got ¥60,000.

In the team of four Silver
event, Dr. SSMC, represent-
ed by Amiya Ranjan Das, Bi-
kash Dutta, Goutam Das,
Shyama Prasad, Somnath
Mitra, Subrata Sadhukhan,
beat Ganga Gomti by 17 IMPs
to clinch the winner’s
cheque 0f 80,000. The run-

Ranjeet beat Chinmay Dev
Chauhan 6-3, 6-3 in the final
of the ¥100,000 AITA men’s
ranking tennis tournament

Baliawas on Sunday.

title in the National Capital
Region for Ranjeet, who will

prepare for the Fenesta
National championship.
Parv and Niyati triumph

¢ Second seed Parv Nage beat
© the top seed Aditya Nandal
¢ 57, 6-4, 6-4 in the under-18
I did not take too much pres- :
sure upon myself and tried
© tournament at the

boys’ final of the AITA
National series junior tennis

TENNIS ROUND-UP

Ranjeet adds another title
. GuruGraM: Former National

¢ champion and top seed V.M.

“Coming into that match, :
Australia had topped their :
pool by winning all their
Defeating them :
: at the Tennis Project in

ner-up collected 350,000.

The third and fourth
placed teams Prayas and Dr.
Sanghi were presented
%30,000 and 320,000;

In the matchpoint pairs
event, Uttam Swarup Gupta
and Aimesh Raj led with
67.95% after one session in
the third stage of elimina-
tion, from among 70 pairs.
The results: Team of four Gold
(final): Texan Aces bt Formida-
bles 107-92; Third place: Sola-
ris bt Shree Cement 127-83.
Team four Silver (final): Dr.
SSMC bt Ganga Gomti 143-126;
Third place: Prayas bt Dr. Sang-
hi 111-93.

V.M. Ranjeet.

Accelerate Academy on the
Gurugram-Pataudi Road on
Saturday. Niyati Kukreti
outplayed Lakshmi Gowda
6-1, 6-1in the girls’ final.

ries respectively

(Bengaluru) 01:40.741; 3. K. Su-
riya Varadhan (Coimbatore)
01:40.977.

All Saloons: Indian Touring
Cars: 1. Arjun Balu (Race Con-
cepts, Coimbatore) 01:50.927;
2. Anindith Reddy (Rayo Rac-
ing, Hyderabad) 01:52.329; 3.
Jeet Jhabakh (Rayo Racing,
Hyderabad) 01:52.592.

Super Stock: 1. Rithvik Thomas
(Race Concepts, Bengaluru)
01:58.645; 2. Deepak Raviku-
mar (Performance Racing,
Chennai) 01:58.841; 3. R.P. Raja
Rajan (Performance Racing,
Chennai) 01:59.433.

Indian Junior Touring Cars: 1.
Varun Anekar (Race Concepts,
Bengaluru) 01:58.911; 2. K. Sri-
nivas Teja (Performance Racing,
Chennai) 02:03.402; 3. Hatim
Shabbir Jamnagarwala (Perfor-
mance  Racing, Chennai)
02:05.029.

Volkswagen Polo: 1. Aditya
Swaminathan (Bengaluru)
1:56.609; 2. Aiman Sadat (Ban-
gladesh) 1:56.747; 3. Arya Singh
(Kolkata) 1:56.993.

Prof. Sunny Thomas turns 80

Abhinav Bindra & Co. expresses gratitude and appreciation

SHOOTING

KAMESH SRINIVASAN
NEW DELHI

The cream of Indian shoot-
ing admired, applauded and
expressed gratitude to form-
er national coach Prof. Sun-
ny Thomas who will be cele-
brating his 80th birthday on
Sunday.

“I want to thank you for
the guidance and support
you provided me through-
out my sporting career. As a
patient and understanding
mentor, you kept us going,
through the tough times.
Thank you for being a pillar
of strength and nurturing
me to unfurl my fullest po-
tential,” said former World
and Olympic champion Ab-
hinav Bindra in a video mes-
sage to the family.

Golden era

A retired English professor
of St. Stephen’s College in
Uzhavoor, Kerala, Thomas
was the national coach from
1993 till 2012. It was a golden
era of Indian shooting as he
kept the team together on
the path of progress.

“It is definitely not a sur-
prise that all our four Olym-
pic medals in shooting came
during your glorious tenure

Prof. Sunny Thomas.
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

as the coach of the national
team,” said Abhinav.

Prof. Thomas, who was
presented the Dronacharya
award in 2001, had a remar-
kably fruitful stint, as he
guided the team win hun-
dreds of medals, in five
Olympics, six World Cham-
pionships, more than 50
World Cups, six Asian
Games and five Common-
wealth Games.

“A student’s success is de-
termined by the calibre of
the teacher. A good teacher
is like a light in the dark.

“To me, Sunny sir was
that light when I started my
career. I feel blessed to have
had Sunny sir at all impor-
tant junctures of my career,”
said the World and Olympic

Great record: Bindra reminded that all four of India's Olympic
shooting medals came during Prof. Sunny Thomas' tenure as

coach. =riLe pHOTO

medallist Gagan Narang,
who had phenomenal suc-
cess at all levels.

Binding the team

Former world-record hol-
der, Olympic finalist and
current coach with the na-
tional team, Suma Shirur,
acknowledged Prof. Tho-
mas’ ability to bind the rifle,
pistol and shotgun shooters
as a team.

“You understood us,
trusted us and we had the
trust in you,” said Suma as
she recalled her being con-
vinced about her world re-
cord of 400 only when Prof.
Thomas told her.

The pioneer of rifle shoot-
ing, Anjali Bhagwat who
made the breakthrough in
the global arena after mak-
ing the final in the Sydney
Olympics, said, “I feel glad
that I achieved all my suc-
cess and medals during your
tenure.

“I remember how happy
you were when I won my
first World Cup medal in
Sydney. And how proud you
were with my four gold me-
dals with new records in the
Manchester Commonwealth
Games”.

Another coach with the
Olympic team, Deepali
Deshpande,  appreciated
Prof. Thomas’ ability to un-
ite the team. “Now as a
coach, I understand how dif-
ficult it is. You did it with
ease for 20 years”.

Inspiration to all

Another seasoned shooter
and coach now, Kuheli Gan-
gulee said, “We are missing
your presence in the Indian
team at the moment. You are
an inspiration to all of us,
and a great leader”.

After having drawn a
blank in the last two Olym-
pics in Rio and Tokyo, In-
dian shooting does appre-
ciate the remarkable role
played by Prof. Thomas
while heartily greeting him a
‘Happy birthday’.

Azadik,
Amrit Mahotsav

Marine Products Export Development
Authority (MPEDA), as part of the Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsay, is conducting

a nation-wide event on “Responsible
Fishing for Sustainable Future” in

association with State Fisheries

Departments, Network for Fish Quality
Management and Sustainable Fishing .
(NETFISH), Seafood Exporters Association "

of India (SEAI) and other stake holders.
This event aims to create awareness

among fishers on the need to practice
responsible fishing to protect our

marine ecosystems for future
generations. ;
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"Responsible Fishing for Sustainable Future" programme will be organised today,
26 September 2021, in the following fishing harbours across all maritime states in India.

Gujarat: Veraval | Maharashtra: Sassoon Dock | Goa: Malim
Karnataka: Mangalore | Kerala: Thoppumpady | Tamil Nadu: Chinnamuttom
Andhra Pradesh: Visakhapatnam | Odisha: Paradeep | West Bengal: Petuaghat

The Marine Products Export Development Authority
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of India.

MPEDA

mpeda.gov.in

M ND-NDE
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