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Avoidshifting - A technocrat’s push for

Maoist influence down from 96

CJI backs 50% quota
for women in judiciary
NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India N.V.
Ramana on Sunday backed
50% representation for
women in judiciary. "It is your
right. It is not a matter of
charity... Enough of this
thousands of years of
suppression,"” Chief
Justice Ramana said.
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to 41 districts: Home Ministry

Shah chairs meeting of CMs, officials of 10 States to review Left Wing Extremism

VIJAITA SINGH
NEW DELHI

The geographical influence
of Maoists has contracted to
only 41 districts in the coun-
try, a sharp reduction from
96 such districts in 10 States
in 2010, according to data
provided by the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) to Chief
Ministers and other officials
at a meeting held on Sunday.
“These miscreants have
been pushed to a few pock-
ets with only 25 districts ac-
counting for 85% of the LWE
(Left Wing Extremism) vio-
lence in the country,” the Mi-
nistry said in a statement.
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah chaired the meet-
ing to review the security
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Security check: Home Minister Amit Shah arriving for a
meeting with Chief Ministers, in New Delhi on Sunday. =e1i

and other developmental as-
pects in the LWE-hit States.
The Chief Ministers of
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh,
Bihar, Telangana, Maharash-
tra and Odisha were present,

while Chattisgarh, West Ben-
gal and Kerala were repre-
sented by Directors-General
of Police and Chief Secretar-
ies. Andhra Pradesh was re-
presented by its Home Minis-

ter. Addressing the meeting,
Jharkhand Chief Minister He-
mant Soren accused the
Centre of slashing the num-
ber of LWE-affected districts
in the State that could avail
33 crore under the Special
Central Assistance (SCA) and
Security Related Expendi-
ture (SRA) scheme for infras-
tructure-related projects.
Mr. Soren said the MHA
had raised a bill of 10,000
crore against Jharkhand (for
deployment of forces) and
requested that the bills be
written off and the “Govern-
ment of India take a decision
not to send such bills to State
governments in the future.”

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

7 new faces in as Punjab CM expands his Cabinet

New team: Punjab Governor Banwarilal Purohit swearing-in
Rana Gurjit Singh in Chandigarh on Sunday. =pi

Eight Ministers
from Amarinder’s
team retained

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH
Punjab Chief Minister Cha-
ranjit Singh Channi on Sun-
day expanded his Cabinet by
inducting 15 Ministers, in-
cluding seven fresh faces.
The expansion came days
after the Congress high com-
mand cornered former Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh in-

to resigning and chose Mr.
Channi to head the govern-
ment in the poll-bound
State. Governor Banwarilal
Purohit administered the
oath of office and secrecy to
the legislators at Raj Bhavan.

Among those inducted
was three-time MLA from Ka-
purthala Rana Gurjit Singh,
despite opposition from a
few party leaders over his al-
leged involvement in a sand
mining scam. The Cabinet in-
cludes Randeep Singh Nab-
ha, Raj Kumar Verka, Sangat

Nitish to hold all-party meet for caste census

Move follows Centre’s affidavit in SC that such an enumeration will not be feasible

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PATNA

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar on Sunday reiterated
that conducting a caste-
based census in the country
is the “need of the hour”. Mr.
Kumar said he would be
holding an all-party meeting
after the Central government
informed the Supreme Court
that conducting such a cen-
sus was not feasible.

Last month, leaders of 10
political parties from Bihar,
led by Mr. Kumar, met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
demand a caste census.

Nitish Kumar

“Caste-based census is a
legitimate demand and need
of the hour. The Central go-
vernment should think over
it as it is pro-development
and will help policy makers

frame targeted welfare poli-
cies for the backward class.
It [caste-based census] must
take place. We’ll hold an all-
party meeting again over
this issue in Bihar,” he told
media persons in Delhi after
attending a high-level meet-
ing on Left Wing Extremism.

On Saturday, Leader of
the Opposition in the State
Assembly, Tejashwi Yadav,
wrote to 33 non-BJP leaders
seeking a caste-based census
in the country. “The ruling
party does not have a single
rational reason against con-
ducting a caste-based cen-

us,” Mr. Yadav said in his
two-page letter. The RJD
leader earlier served a three-
day ultimatum to Mr. Kumar
to reveal the next step after
the Centre’s refusal.

On September 23, the
Centre told the Supreme
Court that a caste census was
not feasible as it was “admi-
nistratively  difficult and
cumbersome, and excluding
such information from the
purview of census is a con-
scious policy decision”.

HEMANT SOREN MEETS
AMIT SHAH » NEWS 9

Singh Gilzian, Pargat Singh,
Amarinder Singh Raja War-
ring and Gurkirat Singh Kot-
li, all fresh faces.

The eight Ministers re-
tained from Mr. Singh’s Cabi-
net are Brahm Mohindra,
Manpreet Singh Badal, Tript
Rajinder Singh Bajwa, Aruna
Chaudhary, Sukhbinder
Singh Sarkaria, Razia Sulta-
na, Vijay Inder Singla and
Bharat Bhushan Ashu.
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goalposts,
Indian envoy
tells China

ANANTH KRISHNAN

India’s envoy to China has
called on Beijing to “avoid
shifting goalposts” by con-
flating the immediate chal-
lenge of managing disput-
ed border areas with the
longer term negotiations to
resolve the boundary dis-
pute, saying both sides
needed to follow past
agreements and pursue
both objectives on parallel
tracks.

Underlining the obsta-
cles that India-China rela-
tions currently face, Am-
bassador to China Vikram
Misri said, “The first is to
avoid shifting goalposts.”

Friction areas remain
He was speaking at a Track
Two dialogue held by In-
dian and Chinese institutes
last week and the tran-
script was made available
by the Indian Embassy in
Beijing on Saturday.

Mr. Misri said both sides
continued to have conver-
sations about resolving the
crisis on the Line of Actual
Control, and following dis-
engagement at Galwan Val-
ley, the north and south
banks of Pangong Lake,
and most recently at Gogra
last month, were now tak-
ing up remaining friction
areas.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8
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Indian manufacturing

Pawan Goenka is driving an
unusual public-private alliance

VIKAS DHOOT
NEW DELHI

Before the pandemic start-
ed, the major players in In-
dia’s room air conditioner
market had no plans to in-
vest in larger manufacturing
operations, relying instead
on convenient imports for
over 80% of ACs.

Over the past week, des-
pite COVID-19 denting AC
sales, global brands like Hi-
tachi as well as domestic
majors like Voltas, have an-
nounced investments of
about 5,000 crore to re-
verse the reliance on im-
ported parts from 80% to
20% over the next five years.

SPECIAL

The seeds for this about-
turn, driven partly by a Pro-
duction Linked Incentive
(PLI) scheme, were sown
from a third-floor corner of-
fice of an auto major in Wor-
li, Mumbai.

Pawan Goenka, the Ma-
hindra group’s managing di-
rector till this April, is driv-
ing an unusual
public-private partnership
that is informing and help-
ing finetune policy changes
leading to outcomes on the
ground already in sectors
like air conditioners. For in-
stance, when domestic and
global AC players conveyed
that India’s ¥25,000-crore
AC market didn’t necessi-
tate larger manufacturing

Cool strategy: About
¥5,000 croreis likely to be
invested in AC component

manufacturing. =GeTTY IMAGES
investments to replace esta-
blished import supply
chains, Mr. Goenka tapped
his deal-making skills to ar-
rive at an attractive formula-
tion. His solution: convince
the MNC to make more com-
pressors in India by getting
the domestic player to buy
from them instead of im-
porting, thus adding up vol-
umes that justify fresh in-
vestments and repeat this
idea for various AC compo-
nents with both domestic
and foreign players stepping
up to invest for each.

Over the 18 months, Mr.
Goenka has been spending
two days a week deep-div-
ing into sectors like ACs to
recommend practical strate-
gies and policy tweaks — to
scale up manufacturing,
boost exports, reduce im-
port dependence and ex-
pand domestic demand.
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Chattisgarh Judicial Services, 2020
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REETI JHA Speaks of her preparation plan

I went through the
syllabus and divided
my time for all subjects

which | had to read together. Ambition's Bare Act

proved beneficial for Prelims & Mains, both.

You don’t have
to be great to start.
But you have to
start to be great...

TOPPERS' TALK

Gujarat Judicial Services, 2020

Since 2001

AMBITION

STITUTE

KIRT] Shares her Struggle & Success

PLUNGE IN When | was pursuing

LL.B., one of my seniors
JUDICIARY cracked this exam. That
was the time | determined myself to prepare for

Judicial Services.

FIRST STEP

| joined Ambition Law Institute,
Delhi which | consider to be my first step towards
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Classroom student

to complete practice paper of Ambition Law
Institute in that time from only.

20 km north of Kalingapat-
nam on Sunday evening,
triggering widespread rain
in the region.

“The cyclonic storm,
‘Gulab’, crossed north
Andhra Pradesh-South Od-
isha coasts, about 20 km
north of Kalingapatnam
with maximum wind speed
of 75-85 km per hour bet-
ween 7.30 p.m. and 8.30
p-m.,” the India Meteoro-
logical Department said.

Odisha evacuated about
40,000 people in six
southern districts ahead of
the storm. “We have not
yet received reports of any
major damage caused by
the cycloneWe are expect-

ing the ‘g(‘)“ﬁ‘(;pif’e‘i ©be | || TOPPER'S ANSWER BOOKLETS

hen th 1 = Answer Writing plays an important
when X € C},’C O_ne passes a role in UPSC CSE. Evaluation and
over Odisha, sald.Prade.ep feedback of the answers by the
Kumar Jena, Special Relief experts is also indispensable.
Commissioner of Odisha.

During the day, Chief Mi-
nister Naveen Patnaik re-
viewed the situation
through videoconferenc-
ing from New Delhi.

did daily exercise of answer writing.
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My parents, they constantly
supported me throughout

my journey. | believed that

God has been very kind to us. | would also like to
thank Ambition Law Institute for guiding me
through this journey.

Credit Goes
to...

Credit goes to Papa, Maa,
My Brother, Teachers,
Entire Team of Ambition
Law Institute, My Seniors & God for the success.
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JAIDEEP DEO BHAN]J
NEW DELHI

eft unemployed as restau-
Lrants were one of the first

sectors to close due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, several wai-
ters who had migrated to the city
went from serving food to growing
food to earn a living as they head-
ed back home in March 2020.

Looking back, they say it was a
blessing in disguise that the restau-
rant industry shut before others as
the week-long window before the
nationwide lockdown allowed
them to head home comfortably
and not get stranded in the Capital.
Others, who stayed back in the ci-
ty, say they spent their time pick-
ing up skills that could help them
with alternative career choices like
becoming a DJ or harness the
home-delivery boom by becoming
a food valet.

Radhe Shyam, from Siddharth
Nagar district in Uttar Pradesh,
who works at an eatery in Patel Na-
gar says that almost every body
who comes to the city looking for a
job has family and some agricultu-
ral land in the village and there
was a rush to head home as it was
the safest place to be.

“Since the 1980s, I have sent all
the money I make back home ev-
ery month. Apart from by bad ha-
bit of chewing tobacco, I don’t
really have any needs as my em-
ployer provides me food and ac-
commodation. My family was hap-
py to have me home and work in
the fields when I was out of job. It
was time for them to repay me,”
says Mr. Radhe. He adds that re-
turning to rural life was a welcome
change and with limited expenses,
it was easy to get by as the country
shut down.

Back to the farm

With schools also closing early, Ga-
jendra Negi who works at a restau-
rant in Connaught Place, says that
he moved back with his family to
his village in Tehri and started
helping out in the fields. “With
school declaring holidays, we left
immediately for home and did not
get stuck in the city as the at-
mosphere was better back home.
We were not stuck within four
walls. I did not think it will be for
this long but thankfully, I was not
unemployed during the lockdown
as I earned an income from farm-

FOOD SERVERS
TURN FOOD

PRO\/IDERS

o U N

With the restaurant
industry in tatters
due to COVID-19,
many out-of-work
waiters used the
down time to learn
new skills or find
alternative means
of livelihood

1l
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People having lunch at a restaurant in Connaught Place in the heart of Delhi. =sHiv KuMAR PUSHPAKAR

ing and my children attended
classes online. As soon as restau-
rants opened, I got a call from my
employer and was back. If restau-
rants had not closed early, we
would have been in a different sit-
uation,” says Mr. Gajendra.

Some waiters like Vishal Kumar,
who works at a club, took the op-
portunity to learn a skill so that
they could seek better opportuni-
ties once things opened.

“I am back to being a waiter
now but I used the lockdown wise-
ly. T would see people paying so
much money to hire DJs. I am al-
ways in touch with the latest songs,
as my friend who used to rent out
sound equipment taught me. I
have a mixing app on my phone
and keep practising. [ am waiting
for the wedding season to start so
that I can launch my new career,”

Mr. Vishal said.

He added that the going was
tough during the lockdown but the
time spent out of work gave him
hope and the opportunity to better
his life.

Delivering food

Within the hospitality sector, the
push towards getting food, grocer-
ies and medicines home delivered,
gave the opportunity to many to
become valets with food delivery
apps. Soham Rawat said that while
life was initially tough, he applied
and became a deliveryrider. “I had
to care for my family and find em-
ployment. It was tough as there
were few openings. It worked well
for me that many of my colleagues
went home so when restaurants
started with home delivery, I
jumped at the opportunity. What

difference did it make? Earlier, I
used to serve people at the table,
now I started serving people at
their home,” says Mr. Soham.

With the restaurant business
back in full swing, and the city wit-
nessing a trend of “revenge din-
ing” as COVID-19 cases remain low,
HarendraYadav from Aligarh, who
works at a restaurant in Connaught
Place, says he is happy to be back
to work as sitting at home was very
boring. “I like doing my job as I in-
teract with different people every
day. COVID-19 made this difficult
as I felt lonely trying to run my fa-
mily’s readymade garment busi-
ness at home. I am happy to be
back and thankful that I worked in
a sector that shut early and did not
have its employees trying to walk
home when the lockdown was an-
nounced.”
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HC rejects plea of ex-IAF pilot seeking
disability pension along with arrears

Petitioner approached court after a delay of over 35 years

SOIBAM ROCKY SINGH
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has re-
jected the plea of a former
Indian Air Force (IAF) pilot,
who was invalidated out of
service in 1981 following a
motorcycle accident that
rendered him permanently
unfit to fly aircraft, seeking
grant of disability pension
along with arrears.

A Bench of Justice Man-
mohan and Justice Navin
Chawla rejected the petition
filed by Ex-Flight Lieutenant
Sanjiv Dewan, noting that he
has decided to bring up the
issue only in 2016, that is, af-
ter delay of more than 35
years.

The High Court said that
the finding of the Court of In-
quiry (Col) into the accident,
held way back in 1977, found
the injury suffered by Mr.
Dewan to be not attributable
or aggravated by service. He
was invalidated out of ser-
vice in 1981 and disability
pension was denied to him
in 1981.

Even prior to the rejec-
tion of the claim for disabili-
ty pension, the Invaliding
Medical Board (IMB) had

opined that the disability
suffered by Mr. Dewan was
‘neither attributable to nor
aggravated’ by the Air Force
Service, the High Court said.

Motorcycle accident

Mr. Dewan, had in his plea,
stated that after successfully
completing pre-commission
training, he was granted
commission in the IAF in the
rank of Pilot Officer. After
about five years and eight
months of service in Air
Force, on September 22,
1977, while on duty with the
15th Squadron in Bagdogra,
Mr. Dewan, while riding to
an official briefing on a mo-
torcycle driven by his col-
league met with a serious ac-
cident and suffered severe
head injuries, resulting in

his hospitalisation.

Despite sustained treat-
ment of about three years,
Mr. Dewan could not recover
completely and kept report-
ing of frontal headache. He
was finally declared unfit for
air crew duties in 1980 and
was advised to opt for
change of branch from flying
to a non-flying branch. Ho-
wever, as Mr. Dewan had re-
fused to opt for change of his
branch, he was invalided out
of service in 1981.

Over three and half de-
cades later in 2016, Mr. De-
wan moved the Armed Forc-
es Tribunal against the order
of the Air Force denying him
disability pension.

The tribunal, in its last
year’s verdict, rejected Mr.
Dewan’s plea noting that the
primary evidence related to
the circumstances of his in-
jury in a motorcycle acci-
dent as available in Col have
already been destroyed.
“Hence the mere contention
of the applicant [Mr. Dewan]
is not conclusive to record a
finding that his disability
was either attributable to or
aggravated by military ser-
vice,” the tribunal held.

Explain why illegal construction was
allowed at graveyard, HC asks SDMC

Court issues notice to Delhi govt., civic body and Waqf Board

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
The Delhi High Court has told
the South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) to ex-
plain why unauthorised con-
struction and encroachment
were allowed to come up in
and around a graveyard at Ba-
hadur Shah Zafar Marg here.
Justice Najmi Waziri also is-
sued notices to the Delhi go-
vernment, SDMC and Delhi

Waqf Board on a petition
seeking contempt action
against the authorities for al-
legedly not complying with
the court’s order to look into
the grievances ventilated by
petitioner Yuva Sangharsh
Samiti.

“Let the Deputy Commis-
sioner of the SDMC file an affi-
davit explaining why the un-
authorised construction and
encroachment were allowed

to come up in the first place
and fix responsibility upon
the officers, who may be
found derelict in their duties.
The affidavit shall also ex-
plain as to why the above-
mentioned order [of Division
Bench] has not been com-
plied with,” the court said.

It was of the view that the
photographs placed on re-
cord showed encroachment
upon Delhi Waqf Board land.
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Take a hard

look at
soft skills _

They are not just about
increasing the employability
quotient but also help lay the
foundation for attitudes to learn
to co-exist with others

W SARASWATHY
RAMAMOORTHY

The tidal shift to the online
mode has made soft skills
more important than ever.
Crisp clear online verbal
communication and pre-
senting oneself appropriate-
ly in the virtual visual medi-
um matters immensely. Soft
skills are relevant not only
for working professionals
but also for students in on-
line classes. So, how do we
ensure our children acquire
skills such as teamwork, em-
pathy, good communica-
tion, problem-solving, and
mental agility? By ensuring
that our education system
actively teaches them.

First, what’s the right
time to introduce soft skills?
Contrary to popular belief,
soft skills should not be re-
garded as a finite set of skills
to be learned only in young
adulthood to increase em-
ployability quotient. Soft
skills are life skills that form
the foundation of children’s
personality and their atti-
tudes towards learning and
co-existing successfully in
society and in the world.

CcM
K

ty, they should ideal-

ly be inculcated from
the foundation years
of education to achieve
holistic growth. Early child-
hood programmes and pres-
chools that base their pedag-
ogy on appropriate
child-development founda-
tions and developmentally-
appropriate practice incul-
cate these through turn-tak-
ing, sharing, active listening,
and assigning children res-
ponsibilities in the class-
room. All this builds critical
soft skills such as empathy,
flexibility, teamwork, pro-
blem solving and ethics.
Here are five ways to incul-
cate soft skills:

Given the criticali- \

Modelling

With so much power to in-
fluence young minds, teach-
ers need to be the primary
role model of soft skills. If
teachers model these skills
and also explain their bene-
fits, students are far more
likely to make these beha-
viours a way of life.

Role-playing
Successfully working with

»

others depends more on
abstract aspects such as non-
verbal cues and body lan-
guage. Role-playing helps
elucidate and put these into
practice. It can be built into

the teaching-and-learning
cycle by using it during de-
bates and discussions and as
atool for students to demon-
strate their learning. Role-
playing must always be fol-
lowed by an active debrief
and discussion time during
which students are asked
specific questions to guide
their analysis of body lan-
guage and communication.

Group projects

These are ideal to build
teamwork, leadership, col-
laboration, problem solving,
and time management. They
motivate introverted stu-

They should ideally be
inculcated from the
foundation years of
education to achieve
holistic growth

dents to find their
voice, and others with
varying skills and abili-
ties to find their niche, and
reinforce self-regulation, dis-
cipline and time-on-task.
They broaden horizons of
thinking as one’s perspec-
tives evolve through engag-
ing with others. Plus, stu-
dents learn to negotiate and
manage various personali-
ties.

Active listening

The ability to focus on the
speaker to understand not
just their words but also
their non-verbal cues and
body language, comprehend
the information, and res-
pond thoughtfully is rudi-
mentary to being an excel-
lent communicator.
Teachers can foster active
listening by using literature
to develop empathy and dif-
ferent perspectives among
students. Using model vide-
os where actors demon-
strate how to and how not to
communicate and giving stu-

GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

dents activities
based on these vi-
deos will foster ac-
tive listening and
thoughtful responding.

Video diaries
As online meetings and re-
mote working become the
norm, it’s important to
know how to present oneself
very well on a digital plat-
form. Video diaries are re-
cordings of individuals shar-
ing their thoughts, opinions,
ideas and feelings. This pro-
motes self-reflection, critical
thinking, awareness of body
language, and communica-
tion. Students can be asked
to record themselves ex-
plaining a topic or a project,
teaching a concept, or simp-
ly sharing their opinions.
The term ‘soft skills’ is a
misnomer. For these are the
skills that truly strengthen
and complete one’s perso-
nality.

The writer is the co-founder of
Learning Matters

Make a career

Uncertain about
your career
options? Low on
self-confidence?
This Q&A
column may
help

NANDINI RAMAN

I completed my graduation
in Civil Engineering recently
but I don’t want a career in
this. I wish to take the Civil
Services Exam and also want
to get a diploma in creative
writing. What is the way to
reach both these milestones?
- Samyak

Dear Samyak,

Set yourself a timeline. Enrol in a
professional coaching class for the
Civil Services exam. Also, identify
and plan a second and a third option.
There are many courses available on-
line in Creative Writing that you can
immediately sign up for and com-
plete at your own time and pace.
Check out Henry Harvin Education,
The British Council India, Coursera,
Udemy and IIM Skills, that have well-
planned and not very expensive
courses.

I am a Class X student wish-

ing to pursue humanities. I
am particularly fascinated by
history. What are my career
options? - Pragya

Dear Pragya,

Becoming a historian, a story tell-
er, an archaeologist, an educator, an
academician, or joining the civil ser-
vices are some options. You could al-
so get into the travel trade and work
on special in-bound/out-bound tours
with some hand-picked locations
that offer great history (stories), in-
sights and learning to interested tra-
vellers.

I am a second year student of
B.Sc. Maths, which I am pur-
suing as a non-collegiate. My
parents’ dream is that I
should clear the UPSC in my
first attempt just after grad-
uation. But they ask me ran-
dom questions from anywh-
ere and then demotivate me. I
feel like dying everyday. I cut
off contact with my friends. I
was once a very social person
but now cannot talk to peo-
ple. I cannot even change my
track now and feel like I will
spend my entire life in this
loop of guilt and suffering
and end up doing nothing.
Please help. - Dikshita

Dear Dikshita,

1 am so sorry. | can only imagine
how you must feel without being in
contact with your friends, becoming
an introvert and living with all this
stress. Please do not do anything ex-

treme, as your life is precious. Get
some help urgently and see a thera-
pist to evaluate your mental health.
Guilt and suffering are reactive feel-
ings; become proactive, take charge
of your life and become accountable
for your actions. It’s time to be asser-
tive and and have the difficult con-
versation with your parents.

My son is a Class 12 student
and his ambition is to be-
come a computer software
professional. Unfortunately,
he is always engaged in
games and chats with friends
along with attending online
classes. How can we con-
vince him about preparing
for the competitive exams? -
Hashim

Dear Hashim,

Get him to meet a career counsel-
lor who can motivate and encourage
him to get his act together. He needs
to get a reality check of what it takes
and costs (beyond the fees) to get an
entry and a foothold into a college of
repute and understand the difficulty
level of the entrance exam. Your ad-
vice and instructions will not work as
much as speaking with a profession-
al and hearing/reading the truth
from a qualified stranger will.

Disclaimer: This column pro-
vides advice, and suggestions
and is not a substitute for long-
term therapy. Some issues may
need medical intervention.

The writer is a practising
counsellor and a trainer. Send
your questions to eduplus.
thehindu@gmail.com with the
subject line 'Off the edge".

Platform for educators

Liveatclass is a cloud-based educational solution for institutes, freelance teachers, trainers, organ-
isations, coaching centres — in short, for anyone who is interested in teaching. As a SAAS-based
enterprise learning management system (LMS) application, it provides seamless solutions to us-
ers. The Liveatclass platform allows users to can perform real-time collaborations, have role-
based access control over them, create their own online courses and host live-classes for students
using the interactive virtual classroom. Some of the features include responsive dashboard, file li-
brary, course management for self-paced courses, live tests/exam module for assessing students’
performance, graded assignments, reporting and analytics, and more. For more details, visit,

https://www.liveatclass.com/

»
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= Timings
DELHI

MONDAY, SEP. 27
RISE 06:12
. RISE 22:13

SET 18:12
SET 11:43

TUESDAY, SEP. 28
RISE  06:13 SET 18:11
o RISE 22:59 SET 12:37

WEDNESDAY, SEP. 29
RISE 06:13 SET 18:10
o RISE 23:50 SET 13:31

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 34 25
Safdarjang 34 25
Palam 33 26

Delhi Palam Today

33°C One or two spells of rain
or thundershower with gentle
winds likely at some places.
Slight warm and humid day
would prevail.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow

33°C A spell of light rain or
thunderstorm may occur with
cloudy sky at some places and
gentle winds.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.

IN BRIEF

Delhi records 29 fresh
COVID cases, zero deaths
NEW DELHI

The Capital recorded 29 new
COVID-19 cases and zero
deaths, the Delhi government
on Sunday. It said 62,546
COVID-19 tests had been
conducted with a positivity
rate of 0.05%. There are 371
active COVID cases in the city
out of which 118 are under
home isolation. The bulletin
said that 2,09,860
beneficiaries had been
vaccinated in past 24 hours.

Over 5,000 trees to be
felled for construction
NEW DELHI

Over 14 hectares of forest
land in east and north-east
Delhi having 5,104 trees is
proposed to be diverted for
the construction of a stretch
of a six-lane highway. The
NHAI has sought permission
from the Delhi forest
department for the
development of a 14.75-km
stretch of the six-lane access
controlled Delhi-Saharanpur
highway, according to official
documents.

HEMANI BHANDARI
NEW DELHI

hen senior IPS of-
ficer Rakesh As-
thana joined as

Delhi’s Commissioner of
Police, one of his first initia-
tives was to integrate the
Police Control Room (PCR)
unit with the district police
and to separate law and or-
der and investigation teams,
to ensure prompt response
and increase operational
efficiency.

On the ground, the move
has been appreciated by of-
ficers across ranks, but they
believe that for the plan to
be successfully implement-
ed, more personnel need to
be deployed at police sta-
tions that do not have adeg-
uate staff.

What does it mean to in-
tegrate the PCR unit with the
district police? In the earlier
set-up, whenever a call was
received, a PCR van would
reach the spot first but not
take necessary legal action
till the police station staff ar-
rived. Now, an officer from
the police station is attached
with the PCR staff at all
times. This, in turn, ensures
swift action right at the spot
without the PCR staff having
to wait for personnel from
the police station to arrive to
take over legal proceedings,
if required.

“While this looks like a
good move, it will only be
successful at police stations
that have adequate staff. For
instance, at our police sta-
tion there are only three
sub-inspectors, so  this
scheme, in many ways, can-
not be successful,” said an
SI-tank woman officer on
condition of anonymity.

She said attaching the
PCR staff with police sta-
tions — at least three PCR
vehicles with one police sta-
tion — has its own benefits
but at the moment, on the
ground, it was not helping
much. “A constable-rank of-
ficer from the police station
goes with the PCR staff to at-
tend to calls. But the officer
can handle only non-hei-
nous crimes, like a brawl. If

A Police Control Roofn vehicle on patrol in Delhi. -R.V.-MOORTHY .

TOWARDS
SMART
POLICING

Earlier this month, Delhi Police
merged the PCR unit with the district
police and separated law and order
and investigation duties. Though the
move has been appreciated by
officers across ranks, not all police
stations have been able to reap its

benefits due to inadequate staff

a robbery or murder is re-
ported, the constable has to
call the emergency officer
(assistant sub-inspector and
above-rank officers) from
the police station,” she said.

There are three sub-in-
spectors at a police station,
the officer said, which
means that if one is on leave
and the other has to attend
to court matters, the third
will have to be present at the
police station.

Two sections formed

“Under the new scheme,
two sections have been
formed at police stations -
investigation and law and or-
der. Police stations, which
have more senior staff, can
make up to six-seven teams
for investigation and law

and order each and work in
shifts. But at a police station,
like ours with less staff, this
shift system does not work.
If I am on emergency duty
today, it’s possible that I get
the same duty tomorrow
again,” the officer said.

One of the solutions the
SI suggested was to fast-
track departmental inqui-
ries against officers who are
good at investigation. There
are officers, she said, who
were being wasted in other
non-performing units be-
cause the departmental in-
quiries against them have
not been completed. Talk-
ing about the benefits,
another SI said with PCR
vans being attached with
police stations, they now
have more vehicles at their

disposal. “This increases vis-
ibility and the vans also
reach the spot faster,” he
said.

Another advantage, he
said, was that those in the in-
vestigation team will not
have to do picket duty,
which they earlier had to do
for three hours irrespective
of the work load. “Investiga-
tion teams do not have to get
involved with law and order
unless the situation is dire.
For instance, if I have a mur-
der case to work on and am
ordered to perform arrange-
ment duty the next day,
there is a possibility of mis-
sing crucial evidence imme-
diately after a crime is com-
mitted. That situation may
be prevented now,” he said.

A head constable posted
on law-and-order duty in
South West District said the
initiative has ensured that
he gets time with his family
and it has also improved his
mental health. “The work
load has been reduced. Se-
ven teams have been formed
for law and order and they
work in 12-hour shifts. Now,
we hand over duty after our
shifts. Earlier, we would
come to the police station
every morning and there
was no specific time for re-
turning home. Now, that’s
not the case. After our 12-
hour shift, we are only
called 24 hours later,” he
said. The head constable
said he was able to see his fa-
mily regularly and take care
of their needs. “People in
the police force are some-
times depressed because of
work pressure and lack of
time with family. This has
helped us,” he said.

Delhi Metro earned X19.5 crore
from the sale of carbon credits

Over 3 million such credits collected from 2012-2018

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Metro on Sunday
said it has earned ¥19.5 crore
from sale of 3.55 million car-
bon credits collected over a
period of six years from
2012 to 2018, in its bid to-
wards gaining greater ener-
gy efficiency.

In 2007, Delhi Metro be-
came the first Metro or Rail-
way project in the world to
be registered by the United
Nations under the Clean De-
velopment Mechanism
(CDM), which enabled it to
claim carbon credits for its
Regenerative Braking Pro-
ject. The CDM is a project-
based Green House Gas
(GHG) offset mechanism un-
der the Kyoto Protocol al-
lowing the public and priv-
ate sector in high-income
nations the opportunity to

In 2007, the Delhi Metro became the first metro project in the
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world to be registered by the United Nations under the Clean
Development Mechanism. =FILE PHOTO: R.V. MOORTHY

purchase carbon credits
from greenhouse gas emis-
sions-reducing projects in
low or middle-income na-
tions as part of their efforts
to meet international emis-
sions targets under the Kyo-
to protocol, the DMRC said.

CDM projects generate

IIT-D launches centre on
quantum technologies

Research across

various domains
will come under
one umbrella

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Indian Institute of Tech-
nology-Delhi on Sunday said
it has established a Centre of
Excellence (CoE) on quan-
tum technologies to bring
research activities occurring
in various domains of Quan-
tum Technologies at IIT-Del-
hi under a single umbrella.
The CoE will bring syner-
gy and coherence in the ac-
tivities being carried out at
the institute and will sup-
port the Principal Investiga-
tors to pitch in for more sig-
nificant projects from the

DST and other funding
agencies, the institute said.
It added that the field of
quantum technology holds
immense promise for signif-
icant breakthroughs in the
coming years and that the
Centre has also announced
a commitment worth
8,000 crores in the area of
Quantum Technology.

Rajendra Singh, Head,
School of Interdisciplinary
Research (SIRe), IIT Delhi
said in the past 100 years or
s0, Quantum Physics has im-
pacted society in an unpre-
cedented way and the se-
cond quantum revolution is
now round the corner.

“The CoE on Quantum
Technologies at IIT-D will fo-
cus on select thrust areas,”
Mr. Singh said.

emissions credits called Cer-
tified Emission Reductions
(CERs), which are then
bought and traded. One CER
is equal to one ton of
CO2(eq) emission reduced.
The CDM helps to deliver
sustainable  development
benefits to the host country.

Awareness
campaign on
legal services

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

Over a month-long legal
awareness campaign will
be run by the District Legal
Services Authority, Guru-
gram, from October 2-No-
vember 14 as part of “Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav” — an
initiative of the govern-
ment to celebrate 75 years
of progressive India.

Lalita Patwardhan,
Chief Judicial Magistrate
and Secretary, DLSA, Gu-
rugram, said the main ob-
jective of the programme
was to reach out to all the
people to ensure that every
person in the district gets
the benefits of all legisla-
tions and  beneficial
schemes made for them.
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3 more held in Dombivli gang-rape case

RAINA ASSAINAR
NAVI MUMBAI
The Manpada police has ar-
rested three more accused
in the Dombivli gang-rape
case, taking the total num-
ber of arrests to 32.
Meanwhile, the victim,
who was in a hospital since
Wednesday, was discharged
on Saturday and was under
police protection. One more
accused is yet to be arrested.

The police said that a
WhatsApp group named
‘friends’, of which the ac-
cused were members and a
video of the victim was cir-
culated, is also under the
scanner.

“We are verifying the
number of people who cir-
culated and are also part of
the WhatsApp group. The
mobile phones have been
sent for forensic examina-

tion,” a police officer said.

The police have visited all
the spots where the inci-
dents took place.

Of the 32 arrested, two
are minors. All the accused
are aged between 16 and 23
and are either students or
daily wagers. A Special In-
vestigation Team has been
formed, led by Assistant
Commissioner of Police (Ad-
ministration) Sonali Dhole.

Cong. dissidents to form
new party in Tripura

Senior leaders scion Pradyot Kishore
: : Debbarman.
Sklp receptlon of Mr. Pujan’s father, Pijush

new PCC chief

Biswas, who has been re-
placed by Mr. Sinha as the

/=

Hello Customers!
MTNL

the servicesintheirareas.

welcomes you to....

ONLINE OPEN
HOUSE SESSION

on 28" September, 2021, Tuesday
from 10.30 hrs. to 13.30 hrs.

Customers are cordially invited
to attend the Online Open House
Session/Consumer Education
Workshop in their respective areas
and requested to offer their valuable
suggestions for further improving

MAHANAGAR TELEPHONE NIGAM LIMITED

(A Government of India Enterprise)
EASTERN COURT, JANPATH, NEW DELHI-110050

PUBLIC NOTICE
It has always been our endeavour to become more
customer friendly, more responsive to the problems/
grievances of our customers and to add more
convenience to our public interface. In continuance of
this endeavour, MTNL announces Area-wise Online
Open House Session/Consumer Education Workshop

as per details below :

S. Area
No.
1. [BCP

Link for Online Open House Session/
Consumer Education Workshop

https://meet.google.com/shj-geqw-nun

Central

https://meet.google.com/cof-cdso-qak

East & TY

https://meet.google.com/xfm-ayja-tcn

https://meet.google.com/wpp-mhso-ybi

2

3

4. |Nehru Place
5. [West

https://meet.google.com/dks-isyy-bhu

North

https://meet.google.com/fhz-gyeb-mbk

Thansparency maker w different!

Visit us at : http://www.mtnldelhi.in

B MTNL [

For joining the OHS, the details/procedure may be seen

atour website.

SYED SAJJAD ALI
AGARTALA

Infighting in the Tripura
Congress, which has been
hit by the recent exodus of
leaders and workers to the
Trinamool Congress, was
further exposed with senior
party leaders not attending
the reception accorded to
the newly appointed PCC
president, Birajit Sinha, on
Sunday.

Meanwhile, Pujan Bis-
was, who had earlier re-
signed as the interim presi-
dent of the State youth
Congress and also from the
primary membership of the
party, said they would soon
make an announcement on
the formation of a new polit-
ical ‘platform’.

To ally with TIPRA

Speaking at a press confe-
rence, Mr. Pujan said they
will ally with the Tipraha In-
digenous Progressive Re-
gional Alliance (TIPRA)
floated by the State’s royal

PCC chief, is likely to head
the new political party.
Sources said some dissatis-
fied Congress leaders met
TIPRA leadership at the Uj-
jayanta Palace over the past
two days to discuss alliance
plans.

Party veteran and former
MLA Tapas Dey, reportedly
very close to the royal family
and who a few weeks ago re-
signed as the PCC vice-presi-
dent, is expected to join the
new party which would es-
sentially focus on areas un-
der non-tribal general as-
sembly constituencies.

Meanwhile, senior Con-
gress leaders gave a slip to
an event to accord reception
to newly appointed PCC
president Mr. Sinha. He was
a Minister during the Con-
gress led coalition govern-
ment between 1988-1993.
Former Chief Minister Samir
Ranjan Barman, former PCC
president Gopal Roy and
several other senior leaders
were absent.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Less than 48 hours after an
eviction drive led to the
death of two persons, in-
cluding a minor, in police fir-
ing, the Assam government
has begun its ambitious farm
project in the areas freed
from the settlers.

BJP MLA Padma Hazarika,
who heads the committee
set up for implementing the
government’s  Gorukhuti
farming project, said seeds
of various crops have been
sown in 4,000 bighas made
encroachment-free.

“We have begun with
black gram, coriander and
spinach. We intend to ex-
tend the cultivated area to
10,000 bighas soon,” he told
The Hindu from Darrang dis-
trict’s Gorukhuti.

He said the project will
not be restricted to Dhalpur
No 1, Dhalpur No 3 and Dhal-
pur No 3 areas only. Dhalpur
3 was where the two Benga-
li-speaking Muslims were

Himanta Biswa Sarma =

shot dead by the police on
September 23.

The Gorukhuti project,
carried out under police
protection, entails farming
for the indigenous youths on
77,000 bighas of land that
the government claims had
been taken over by “illegal
migrants”.

The settlers said the BJP-
led government has been
legitimising the eviction
drive by portraying them as
Bangladeshis despite docu-
ments showing they are In-
dians who have been living
in the area for decades.
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General public is hereby informed
that an unidentified person whose
name, residence and family is
unknown, about 30 years of age was
found dead at Hanuman Mandir, Near

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Police Booth, Kashmere Gate, Delhi
on 19.09.2021. In this regard DD No.
55A dated 19.09.2021 has been
registered at P.S. Kashmere Gate,
Delhi.

The description of the UIDB is as
under:

Three schoolboys drowned
and a fourth went missing
soon after one of them post-
ed their ‘fun time’ in the
Brahmaputra on social me-
dia.

The incident happened at

MITRA SIR

DIVYANSHU | Y- MEGHA

Online/
Offline

©9891193967, 8826469839

11A/22/ 1* Floor Old Rajinder Nagar Market, New Delhi-60

CSE

(GS-1V Expert, Director Mitras IAS)
(Gave AIR-2 in CSE '16
&8 Now AIR-3 Ankita Jain CSE '20)
Congratulations !!!
Consistent Results Since More Then Decade

BATCHES & MAINS
TEST SERIES

AIR-30

UTKARSH
KUMAR

AIR-55

SUNIL

AIR-246

OM PRAKASH
GUPTA
AIR-339

SHUBHAM

Starts:
18" Oct, 2021

SWAROOP

AIR-31
ARCHIT
CHANDAK
AIR-105
MAYUR

KHANDELWAL

AIR-284

S. GAUTHAM

NARWADE
V. KARBHARI
AIR-37
SANDEEP
KUAMR
AIR-186

ANIL
BASAK
AIR-45
CHIRAG
JAIN
AIR-205
SACHIN
CHAUBE
AIR-334

RAJ
AIR-311

Sex: Male, Age: 30 years, Height: 5'6", Complexion:

Wheatish, Built: Thin, Face: Oval, Wearing: White linedar
shirtand Grey colour pajama.

If anyone has any information about this UIDB, kindly inform
the SHO/Kashmere Gate, Delhi.

P.S. Kashmere Gate, Delhi

SHO

Guwahati’s Pandughat after
the four friends were re-
turning from their tuition
classes on Sunday morning.

Four teams of the Nation-
al Disaster Response Force
and the State Disaster Res-

Amid eviction unrest,
Assam starts farm project

AIKS team to visit Dhalpur where two people were killed

Locals say the en-
croached land used to be go-
vernment-notified grazing
land for their cattle.

Meanwhile, the All India
Kisan Sabha (AIKS) has de-
cided to send a team to Dhal-
pur where the “BJP govern-
ment killed poor, landless
farmers”. The delegation is
expected to visit the place
on October 4.

‘CM must go’

“We protest the State-spon-
sored violence aimed at
communal polarisation and
demand the resignation of
Chief Minister Himanta Bis-
wa Sarma,” AIKS president
Ashok Dhawale said.

“If the State government
was actually promoting a
policy of community farm-
ing, it could have involved
the 800 families who were
cultivating the area for de-
cades instead of evicting
them and destroying their
religious structures,” he
said.

3 schoolboys drown in
Brahmaputra, 4th missing

They had posted their fun time in river

bodies of Abhinash Das, Jeet
Das and Doyal Sheikh from a
depth of 40 ft of the river.

The rescue teams were
searching for the fourth stu-
dent, Deep Sarkar, feared to
have been washed away.

Their families said none
of them knew swimming. In
a video posted by one of the
boys on his social media ac-
count showed the other
three diving into the river.
Mobile phones found in
their schoolbags showed all
of them had clicked selfies
and groupies.
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Shankar R/o H.No. B-15, Tilak Gali,
First Pusta, New Usmanpur, Delhi has
been missing since 14.08.2021 from her
house. In this regard, DD No. 52-A
dated 15.08.2021 has been registered

invited from Reputed and
state Governmentsfor the following works, which should be
work(s) referred below to be received by the Superintending Engineer, Hydraulic Circle Pulwama/Shopian HQ:Shopianand as per the details

Notice Inviting e-Tender
E-NIT S. No.47/PHEP/Fresh of 2021-22

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of J&K e-tenders (Two cover System) on Turn-key Basisincluding free trial run of three months after
completion of all the components of scheme in all aspects and there after maintenance for a period of one year which includes 6 months DLP are
Joint Venture of repute in PWD or Equivalentin CPWD/ Railways and other

Firms/C

on the P

and etc.canbe

ion and to whom all the terms and conditions of detailed e-NIT /Tender Documents/ PWD Form No:- 25 double
on the e-procurement portal http://jktenders.gov.in

I. Al Bidders have to submit Bid Security Declaration Form instead of Earnest money as per the circular of Finance Department (Bid Security

Il The 1stlowest Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 3% of contract as performance security in shape of COR/FDR/BG within 05 Days

web portal http://j .gov.in for the subjected

before fixation of contract and shall be released after successful completion of work.

Name of Work

Design, construction, testing and successfully commissioning of
construction 0.15 lac gallons RCC OHT, pump house cum operator
quarter, sluice chamber, chain link fencing around structures, Anchor
path, pment of premises &
providing laying of G.I/D.I pipes, including conducting complete
necessary survey, soil tests as required at selected site, as per the
F ifications, Electrical ical works, C ion of
Gravel Packed/ODEX Type Production Tube Well, installation of 140
FHTCs for WSS KarewaMalangpora (JJM) including free trial run of three
months after completion of all the components of scheme in all aspects
and there after maintenance for a period of one year which includes 6

Design, construction, testing and successfully commissioning of 0.40 lac
gallons RCC OHT, Pump house, Chowkidar quarter, Sluice chamber,
Chain link fencing around structures, Approach path, Retaining wall/
Breast wall, Leveling dressing, Anchor/saddle blocks, Providing laying of
G.I/D.1 pipes, including conducting complete necessary survey, soil tests
as required at selected site, as per the Parameters/ specifications,
Electrical /Mechanical works, Construction of Gravel Packed/ODEX Type
Production Tube Well, installation of 292 FHTCs for WSS Lonepora
Daffarpora (JJM)including free trial run of three months after completion
of all the components of scheme in all aspects and there after
maintenance for a period of one year which includes 6 months DLP.

Design, construction, testing and successfully commissioning of 0.35 lac
gallons RCC OHT, Pump house , Operator quarter, Sluice chamber,
Chain link fencing around structures, Approach path, leveling dressing,
Anchor/saddle blocks, Providing laying of G.I/D.I pipes, including
conducting complete necessary survey, soil tests as required at selected
site, as per the Parameters/ specifications, Electrical /Mechanical works,
Construction of Gravel Packed/ODEX Type Production Tube Well,
installation of 165 FHTCs for WSS Rakhi Chidran (JJM) including free
trial run of three months after completion of all the components of scheme
in all aspects and there after maintenance for a period of one year which

Design, construction, testing and successfully commissioning of 0.55 lac
gallons RCC OHT, Pump house cum Operator quarter, Sluice chamber,
Chain link fencing around structures, Approach path, Leveling dressing,
Providing laying of G.I/D.I pipes, including conducting complete
necessary survey, soil tests as required at selected site, as per the

i ions, Electrical ical works, Ci ion of

Gravel Packed/ODEX Type Production Tube Well, installation of 118
FHTCs for WSS N. C. Bonura (JJM) including free trial run of three
months after completion of all the components of scheme in all aspects
and there after maintenance for a period of one year which includes 6

Design, construction, testing and successfully commissioning of 0.40 lac
gallons RCC OHT, Pump house, Chowkidar quarter, Sluice chamber,
Chain link fencing around structures, Approach path , Retaining wall/
Breast wall, Leveling dressing, Anchor/saddle blocks, Providing laying of
G.I/D.1 pipes, including conducting complete necessary survey, soil tests
as required at selected site, as per the Parameters/ specifications,
Electrical /Mechanical works, Construction of Gravel Packed/ODEX Type
Production Tube Well, installation of 243 FHTCs for WSS Hakripora
(JUM) including free trial run of three months after completion of all the
components of scheme in all aspects and there after maintenance for a
period of one year which includes 6 months DLP.

Design, construction, testing and successfully commissioning of 0.55 lac
gallons RCC OHT, Pump house, Chowkidar quarter, Sluice chamber,
chain link fencing around structures, Approach path, Retaining wall/
Breast wall, Leveling dressing, Anchor/saddle blocks, Providing laying of
G.I/D.1 pipes, including conducting complete necessary survey, soil tests
as required at selected site, as per the Parameters/ specifications,
Electrical /Mechanical works, Construction of Gravel Packed/ODEX Type
Production Tube Well, installation of 335 FHTCs for WSS InderSochkral
Sahib (JJM) including free trial run of three months after completion of all
the components of scheme in all aspects and there after maintenance for
aperiod of one year which includes 6 months DLP.

Design, construction, testing and successfully commissioning
ofconstruction 0.10 MGD RCC Rapid Sand Filtration Plant, Pre Settling
Tank ,Flash Mixer, Clarifloculator, Sludge Disposal System, 0.50 lac
gallons RCC OHT, Raw Water shed two stages atriver bund , Clear Water
sump, Pump house cum operator quarter , Chowkidar quarter, chain
link fencing around structures , Sluice Chamber, Anchor /Saddle Blocks ,
Approach path , Retaining wall development of premises, Providing
laying of G.I/D.I pipes, including conducting complete necessary survey,
soil tests as required at selected site, as per the Parameters/
ificati ical works, i ion of 243 FHTCs
for WSS SathargundKazigund (JJM) including free trial run of three
months after completion of all the components of scheme in all aspects
and there after maintenance for a period of one year which includes 6
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy 1 Publishing date of NIT 25 09 2021 1600 Hrs
themselves about the veracity of an advertisement before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, 2 Déwnloaé sl.arldale 25 09 2021 1600 Hirs
does not vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement or advertiser or for any of the 3 Bid submission start date 25 09 2021 1600 Hrs
advertiser's p/roduct? and/orfseI:vices. In no e}/ent can tl-‘nje Ohwllaer, Publislgler]lPrli)Tter, Ed- 4 Bid submission end date 27 10 2021 1600 Hrs.
itor, Director/s, Employees of this newspaper/company be held responsible/liable in any - - -
manner whatsoever for any claims and/or damages for advertisements in this newspaper. 5 Bid opening date (Technical Cover) 29 10 2021 1000 Hrs.

PLAY | CHANGE

Estimated| Costof | Timeof | Classof | Accord of
cost ™ ion,| Contract inistrati
(in Lacs) |(in Lacs) Approval
218.63 | 5500 6 AAY Available
Months
339.53 | 5500 6 AAY Available
Months
311.37 | 5500 6 AAY Available
Months
335.64 | 5500 6 AAY Available
Months
437.60 | 5500 6 AAY Available
Months
537.16 | 8500 6 AAY Available
Months
624.27 | 8500 6 AAY Available
Months

Position of Funds: -
Major Head of Account:
Status of Technical Sanction:

The Bidding documents consisting of eligibility criteria, specification, drawings, bill of quantities (B.0.Q) set of terms & conditions of contract and

Available;
Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)

PHEDB/22472 Dated:-19-01-2021

Vide No. PHEDB/12260-72 Dtd. 03-10-2020, No. PHEDB/22464-71 Dtd. 19-01-2021 & No.

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of Jammu & Kashmir

DIPK-9446/21

Executive Engineer,
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‘Fake antique’ racket busted in Kerala

Vlogger Mavunkal held on charges
of conspiracy, cheating and forgery

TPCC wants Rahul
Gandhi to lead the party
HYDERABAD

The Telangana Pradesh
Congress Committee (TPCC)
has appealed to Rahul
Gandhi, the party's former
national president, to take
over the reins once again to
lead the fight against the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi-led Union government
and also to galvanise party
workers across the country. A
request was made by several
leaders to adopt a resolution
on this at the first meeting of
the Political Affairs
Committee of the TPCC.

Leopard sightings in
Tirupati create flutter
CHITTOOR

Reports on the sightings of a
leopard on the campuses of
the S.V. Veterinary University
and the S.V. University in
Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh, on
Saturday created a flutter,
even as Forest Department
officials said they could not
find pugmarks or images in
the camera traps. Divisional
Forest Officer (Tirupati
Wildlife Management) Pawan
Kumar said reports of a
leopard surfaced in early
September and special teams
had been deployed.

Telangana hospitals see
rush for death proof
HYDERABAD

Government hospitals in
Telangana have been
witnessing a steady flow of
applications for the death
summary of those who
succumbed to COVID-19. With
the National Disaster
Management Authority
recommending an ex gratia of
¥50,000 to the kin of
COVID-19 victims, the rush
for the document is expected
to intensify. In the procedures
currently in place, the cause
of death is only mentioned in
the 'Death Summary' issued
by a government hospital
upon application.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The Crime Branch (CB) in
Kerala has arrested a self-
styled antique collector and
amateur archaeologist on
the charges of palming off re-
cently handcrafted cheap
knock-offs as authentic relics
to uninformed, over-enthu-
siastic and well-heeled per-
sons with a zeal for acquiring
rare artefacts.

Officials identified the sus-
pect as Monson Mavunkal,
an alleged confidence trick-
ster who moved about in ce-
lebrity circles in Kochi pos-
ing as a Germany-trained
cosmetologist and member
of the World Peace Council.
He is also a vlogger with a

sizeable  social  media
following.

An investigator claimed
Mavunkal was “a fabulist
who wilfully blurred the line
between fact and fiction for
personal gain”.

For one, Mavunkal had al-
legedly claimed to own the
“staff of Moses”, silver pieces
received by Judas Iscariot for
betraying Jesus Christ to Ro-
man soldiers, and other ima-
ginary rarities from the
mythical world.

The accused allegedly
claimed to own the throne of
Tipu Sultan, a copy of the
first edition of the Holy Bi-
ble, and books and parch-
ments from the libraries of
Mughal Emperor Auranga-

Web of lies: Presspersons outside the residence of Monson
Mavunkal in Kochi on Sunday. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

zeb and iconic Maratha King
Chhatrapati Shivaji. Mavun-
kal also allegedly claimed to
have original and hitherto
unknown works of Raja Ravi
Varma and Pablo Picasso.
The suspect has denied
the charges. He reportedly

Karnataka police file FIR after
man fined for entering temple

Eight, including priest, booked for September 16 incident

STAFF REPORTER
KALABURAGI

The police on Saturday filed
a suo motu first information
report (FIR) against eight
persons, including a priest,
for collecting a fine from a
man belonging to a Sche-
duled Caste after he entered
a temple at Naganakal village
on the outskirts of Karatagi
in Koppal district, Karnata-
ka.

Mareppa, 24, belonging to
the Sindolli community
(Scheduled Castes) from Ra-
jiv Gandhi Nagar in Karatagi,
entered the Mahalakshmi
temple in Naganakal village
and offered puja on Septem-
ber 16.

When he was coming out
of the temple, the priest and
other villagers took objec-
tion to it.

Conductmg inquires: Government officials speaklng to
residents of Naganakal village. =speciaL ARRANGEMENT

They subsequently held a
meeting and demanded a %5
lakh fine for conducting spe-
cial pujas and abhisheka for
purifying the temple, which
they claimed was polluted
by the entry of a Scheduled
Caste man.

Later, 11,000 was collect-
ed from the man.

As the news reached the
administration, the Karatagi
police filed a suo motu FIR
on Saturday against eight
persons, including temple
priest Basavaraj Badiger and
villagers Revanayyaswamy,
Shekarappa, Sharanappa,
Prashanth, Basavaraj, Ka-
dappa Nayak and Durugesh.

told investigators that he had
clarified to his customers
that the items he sold to
them were replicas of histor-
ical artefacts and not the ori-
ginal antiques.
Nevertheless, the police
said the alleged racket came

to light when they started in-
vestigating a set of com-
plaints accusing Mavunkal of
financial fraud. Some of the
petitioners claimed that Ma-
vunkal owed them sizeable
amounts of money.

The CB used the services
of law enforcers proficient in
tracking down looted anti-
quities to verify the authen-
ticity and provenance of Ma-
vunkal’s collection, much of
it displayed at his private re-
sidence in Kaloor.

Investigators claimed they
traced many of the artefacts
to a set of handicraft makers
in Cherthala. They suspect
that actors and other celebri-
ties were also victims of the
racket. The police are sche-
duled to produce the suspect
in a court in Kochi on Mon-
day on the charges of conspi-
racy, cheating and forgery.

TN. exceeds target by
over 9.85 lakh doses

24.,85,814 persons inoculated

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu used 9.85 lakh
more doses than it had tar-
getted at the third mega CO-
VID-19 vaccination camp
held on Sunday, with the
number of doses delivered
topping 24 lakh.

Health Department offi-
cials said the State had set a
target of 15 lakh doses for
the camp.

By the end of the 12-hour
exercise that began at 7
a.m., 24,85,814 persons
were inoculated.

While 14,90,814 persons
aged above 18 received their
first dose, 9,95,000 persons
were administered the se-
cond dose.

The State administered
9,85,814 more doses than it
had planned, an official re-
lease said.

As per the data provided
by the Health Department at
8.30 p.m., the most number
of beneficiaries were in
Chennai (2,13,763); followed
by Cuddalore (1,15,590);
Coimbatore (1,13,618); Tiru-
chi (1,06,156); Madurai
(1,06,018); and Thanjavur
(1,04,011).

Officials said the number
could vary for some districts
based on further update.

So far in September,
1,38,60,328 persons have
been vaccinated.

In the morning, Chief Mi-
nister M.K. Stalin inspected
the camps held at Central
Railway Station; Dakshina-
murthi wedding hall at Pat-
talam; Chennai  High
School, Strahans Road, Aya-
navaram; and Nehru mar-
riage hall and Bethel School
also at Ayanavaram.

: WEATHER WATCH

RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS)
: Forecast for Monday: Heavy to very heavy rainfall at isolated :
. places over Odisha, Madhya Maharashtra, Goa, Kerala and Tamil :
Nadu; heavy rainfall at isolated places over east Rajasthan, Mad-
¢ hya Pradesh, Gangetic West Bengal, Andaman & Nicobar islands, :
¢ Gujarat, coastal Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Lakshadweep. :
CcITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

: Agartala........... 52.0...35.8...24.8 Kozhikode.... 32.6....25.9 :
: Ahmedabad...... 11.0...32.1....25.2 Kurnool ..o = e -
D AIzZawl..ee 0.2........ - Lucknow.. 33.6....25.1

¢ Allahabad.. Madurai... 34.2....25.2

: Bengaluru ........ .0....20. Mangaluru 29.9....23.7

: Bhopal ..o 2.0....31.4...23.0 Mumbai ... .

: Bhubaneswar...... 2.0....33.2....25.0 Mysuru....

¢ Chandigarh . New Delhi

: Chennai .... Patna ..

: Coimbat Port Blair. .

: Dehradun.. Puducherry .. .

: Gangtok.... Pune.... .

HCI.E T Raipur . .

* Guwahati .. Ranchi. .

¢ Hubballi.... Shillong .

: Hyderabad Shimla. X

: Imphal Srinagar... .

: Jaipur ... Thiruvananthapuram...... 2.0....31.7....25.2
: Kochi.... Tiruchi......... 34.6...26.4
: Kohima. Vijayawada .. ....33.6....25.2
. Kolkata Visakhapatnam ........ 25.0....

28.4..24.2
: (Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) :

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday
D aTIES $0: NO: CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE
: Ahmedabad..... ... 6 .— 25 .111 ..99 .= :
: Bengaluru....... ... 53959 .21 .52 ..M In observatioln made at 4.00 :
: . p.m., Narnaul, Haryana
: Cheqna| ............. 4 30 77 ..37 .60 .. W recorded an overall air
¢ Delhi ..o 11 .33 58 .37 .118 ...l quality index (AQI) score of
: Hyderabad ...... ... 6 .75 10 ..24 .37 ..H 166 indicating an unhealthy
: Kolkata........... 17 22 18 .62 .78 ..A lc%ﬁlr:;tpgmé%r; In
LUCRnO‘.N"' N 20 52 .61 .9 ..M Meghala'ya recorded a
¢ Mumbai......... .20 .10 .— ..63 .102 .. heaithy AQI score of 15
2 Pune....ooeeee. .18 60 ...39 ..32 ..H
|

: Visakhapatnam .10 .76 52 ..61 .104 ..

¢ Air Quality Code: I Poor ¥ Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

¢ particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: and monuments.

: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

: reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

. dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

: lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature :
. death in people with heart or lung disease :
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Back in the game

India must cooperate with U.S. on vaccines,
trade, and leverage Quad for regional stability

rime Minister Narendra Modi’s summit meeting
P with U.S. President Joe Biden, and his first in-per-

son meet of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue
mark an important step forward in India’s engagement
with major global powers as it seeks to revive its econo-
my and strategic role in the aftermath of the COVID-19
crisis. At the heart of the two leaders’ meeting was the
issue of vaccine availability — and a critical victory for
the Biden administration as it received Mr. Modi’s assu-
rance that as the world’s largest vaccine manufacturer,
India would resume supplies to the global COVAX pool
under its ‘Vaccine Maitri’ programme. The break-
through comes after turmoil in this space earlier this
year, when India halted exports after facing criticism
for domestic supply bottlenecks as it contended with a
devastating second wave of COVID-19. Around the same
time the U.S. also invoked its Defense Production Act,
effectively preventing the export of raw materials for
vaccine manufacture in a bid to prioritise domestic pro-
duction. With both countries now moving forward on
their domestic vaccination programmes, albeit with the
U.S. still struggling to overcome vaccine hesitancy in
certain States, the summit provided them a timely op-
portunity to take up long-pending conversations on
trade, defence ties and more. At the confluence of those
two areas was the reaffirmation by Mr. Biden that India
remained a ‘Major Defence Partner’, making it a key na-
tion with which Washington could share information
and strengthen cooperation in advanced military tech-
nologies, including, for example, a recent project to co-
develop air-launched unmanned aerial vehicles.

Issues of global concern, including the ongoing pan-
demic, climate change, technology cooperation, supply
chains and security, and preserving a free and open In-
do-Pacific were themes that came up at the Quad gath-
ering. Following on the heels of the first virtual summit
of the four leaders in March 2021, this meeting builds
upon the intention of the Quad member nations — In-
dia, the U.S., Australia, and Japan — to ensure an Indo-
Pacific region “free from coercion and disputes...
solved in accordance with international law”. While In-
dia has sought to disassociate its role as a member of
the Quad from the recently announced Australia-U.K.-
U.S. (AUKUS) partnership, there is little doubt that the
creation of a fleet of nuclear-powered submarines for
Australia under the AUKUS framework will have signif-
icant and positive implications on India’s strategic cal-
culus regarding the Indo-Pacific region. From New Del-
hi’s perspective, health concerns and economic revival
remain at the very apex of the policy agenda. This is a
time for India to rapidly deepen cooperative initiatives
with the U.S. regarding vaccines and trade and continue
engaging vigorously with the Quad for regional stability.
That is the optimal strategy to navigate the uncertain
global ecosystem that it now finds itself in.

Nee(igss rOW

Rajasthan’s law does not validate child
marriages, but helps rights of underage brides

he controversy over the recent amendment to the
TRajasthan Compulsory Registration of Marriages

Act is unnecessary, as it clearly does not amount
to validating or legitimising child marriage. However,
the issue made by the Opposition and the National
Commission for Protection of Child Rights may occa-
sion a reconsideration of the legal framework dealing
with child marriages that continue to take place despite
a statutory prohibition. The Rajasthan law enacted in
2009 provided for compulsory registration of all mar-
riages. It is largely similar to the enactments in other
States, and is based on the Supreme Court’s verdict in
Seema vs Ashwani Kumar (2007), which directed that all
marriages in India should be registered. The original
law itself did not exclude registration of child marriag-
es, and all that the amendment does is to change the
age at which the obligation to register shifts from the
parents or guardians to the parties to the marriage. Ear-
lier, it was the duty of the parties to the marriage to sub-
mit a memorandum on their marriage to the registrar if
they were both above 21 years; and if younger, it was the
duty of the parents or guardians. The amendment
changes this age limit to 21 for men and 18 for women. It
is difficult to see this change authorising the bride her-
self to participate in the marriage registration after the
age of 18, as one that permits child marriage.

Under the law, child marriages are not void, but only
voidable at the instance of one of the parties, who may
approach the court for nullifying the marriage within
two years of attaining majority. Registering such a mar-
riage may help establish the legal rights of the underage
party and those of any children born and deter any at-
tempt to deny the marriage later. It may even help pro-
secution of those solemnising child marriages and im-
plement provisions relating to maintenance and
residence of the girl whose marriage is invalidated later.
Nothing prevents the marriage registrar from alerting
the child marriage prohibition officer after registering
the marriage. One must note that there was never any
specific prohibition on registering child marriages.
Even the Supreme Court observed that even though re-
gistration itself could not be proof of a valid marriage as
such, it would have “great evidentiary value in the mat-
ters of custody of children, right of children born from
the wedlock of the two persons whose marriage is regis-
tered and the age of parties to the marriage”. As a fal-
lout of this controversy, Parliament ought to consider
the Law Commission’s recommendation to amend the
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006, to make child
marriages below 16 years void, and those solemnised
when either party was between 16 and 18, voidable.

These investigations are a face without a heart

There is no longer any respect for the citizen’s rights but only a single-minded assertion of unaccountable authority

MADAN B. LOKUR

asping for breath — that is
Ghow our investigating agen-

cies leave our citizens and
now the press. Two recent cases
clearly demonstrate that our in-
vestigating agencies are a face
without a heart.

On September 10, 2021, officers
of the Income-Tax Department vi-
sited the premises of NewsClick
and Newslaundry. According to
the Editors Guild of India, New-
sClick and Newslaundry are news
websites. The visit by the officers
was styled as a survey and this was
confirmed by the Department to a
private news channel. A survey by
officers of the IT-Department is go-
verned by Section 133A of the In-
come-Tax Act.

Entry that is limited, specific
Section 133A authorises an in-
come-tax authority to enter pre-
mises where a business or profes-
sion is carried on. The purpose of
entry is limited and specific — to
inspect books of account or docu-
ments, check or verify the cash,
stock or other valuable article or
thing which may be found in the
premises and furnish such infor-
mation that the authority may re-
quire. A survey is not a fishing ex-
pedition. A survey can be carried
out only during the time the pre-
mises are open for conduct of bu-
siness or profession.

A statement released by New-
slaundry indicates that the officers
came to its premises at about 12:15
p-m. and left the next day at 12:40
a.m. Similarly, a statement re-
leased by NewsClick suggests that
the officers came at about noon
and left around midnight. The first
question: are the premises of

these news websites usually open
for business at midnight with the
same staff? If not, the officers vio-
lated the law in continuing the sur-
vey till the witching hour, without
any compunction.

Some side issues also arise. For
example, what do the officers do
for lunch, dinner and snacks when
a survey takes place for 12 hours?
Do they carry their tiffin boxes and
water bottles? What about the peo-
ple in the premises — can they go
out for a bite or are they expected
to remain hungry? Can they even
inform their family that they have
been locked up for several hours
and cannot come home?

Section 133A authorises the of-
ficers to inspect the books of ac-
count, place identification marks
on them, and on other docu-
ments, and even make copies.
They may impound the books of
account or other documents in-
spected by them, for reasons to be
recorded in writing. They are also
entitled to make an inventory of
the cash, stock or other valuable
articles verified by the officers. Fi-
nally, they are authorised to re-
cord the statement of any person
in the surveyed premises, though
not on oath.

Court’s view

The Orissa High Court has taken
the view that the primary objec-
tive of a survey is to inspect and if
impounding is necessary, specific
reasons (not general reasons) must
be recorded; the reasons must be
recorded at the time of impound-
ing and not even a day later, other-
wise the impounding would be
bad in law.

Section 133A contains a specific
prohibition that the officers “shall,
on no account, remove or cause to
be removed from the place... any
cash, stock or other valuable arti-
cle or thing”. How much more
prohibitory can it get?

The legal Lakshman rekha hav-
ing been delineated, what is it that
transpired during the survey on
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September 10, 2021? The version
of the I-T Department is not in the
public domain, so it is not known,
and perhaps might never be
known.

The two cases

In its statement, Newslaundry in-
forms us that its CEO was not al-
lowed to use his phone to contact
his lawyer. In fact, he was asked to
hand over his phone to the offic-
ers. He was asked to comply with
on-the-spot directions without tak-
ing legal advice. Even a criminal is
entitled to contact his or her la-
wyer and family. Second question:
Under what authority of law was
the CEO asked to hand over his
phone and refrain from contacting
his lawyer? Books of account may
be impounded, but prohibiting
use of a mobile phone, even tem-
porarily?

The personal mobile phone,
laptop and office machines (pre-
sumably desktops) were taken
control of and the data on them or
in them was downloaded. Ordina-
rily, a search warrant is required
for this. Apart from anything else,
this is a classic case of invasion of
the fundamental right of privacy.
The CEO was not given a copy of
the downloaded data, which is his
property and he is entitled to it as
of right. On the contrary, he was
asked to delete his personal data
from his mobile phone within one
hour so that they could take it
away (which they did). Third ques-
tion: Why should he delete his per-
sonal data?

The I-T Department has accept-
ed before the Delhi High Court

that it has “seized” material (in-
cluding perhaps his mobile phone
and laptop) and it is in safe custo-
dy. Under which law is not ex-
plained. Fourth question: Are of-
ficers of the I-T Department
entitled to violate the law with im-
punity and without any
accountability?

The sequence of events clearly
suggests that the staff of Newslaun-
dry was subjected to some sort of a
house arrest or office arrest, cut
off from the world for 12 hours and
denied their constitutionally gua-
ranteed fundamental rights. Is this
permissible?

The fate suffered by NewsClick
is no better. NewsClick issued a
statement to the effect that 30 em-
ployees and support staff were
‘locked up’ (so to speak) for the
duration of the survey, that is for
12 hours and their phones seized.
If any family member had faced an
emergency during those 12 hours,
bad luck. To make matters worse,
they were prevented from access-
ing their computers and indeed
from working. Why? And under
which law? It seems quite clear
that the employees and staff un-
derwent office arrest, something
akin to house arrest. Fifth ques-
tion: are the fundamental rights of
speech, freedom of the press and
privacy suspended during a sur-
vey of books of account by the I-T
Department? Surely, our funda-
mental rights are not that
meaningless.

The phone of the Editor-in-
Chief was also impounded con-
taining private, personal and con-
fidential data. It appears that the
fundamental right to privacy is
stillborn in respect of some peo-
ple, particularly journalists. He
may have received information
from a source that he does not de-
sire to disclose. In law, he cannot
be compelled to disclose the
source, being privileged informa-
tion, but a well-planned survey
can achieve that purpose. Journal-
ists beware or don’t care - the

choice is yours.

Loose papers were taken away
from the surveyed premises. It ap-
pears that no list was prepared of
these papers and no copy of the
loose papers supplied to the em-
ployees concerned. E-mail dumps
were taken of the Editor-in-Chief
and the Editor. Sixth question: was
the survey a facade for some other
purpose? Nobody will know until
the next ‘raid’.

More the norm now

So many questions arise from
these two surveys and they pro-
vide obvious answers, but nobody
cares. The issue is not what New-
slaundry and NewsClick have
done or not done, in terms of ad-
hering to and complying with the
law. The issue is whether there is a
rule of law prevailing and how ea-
sy it is for the authorities to harass
citizens if they want to. The other
issue is that government officers
can get away with just about any
abuse of their powers, including
unlawful house or office arrest,
and this is becoming the norm
rather than the exception. There is
no longer any respect for the citi-
zen’s rights, including journalists;
only a single-minded assertion of
unaccountable authority.

One last question. Are the auth-
orities accountable for their ac-
tions at any point, or should jour-
nalists resign themselves to
defenselessly watch the erosion of
their rights? Harassed journalists
and vulnerable targets may seek
the path of least resistance. After
all, they have families to feed.
They did not set out to be test cas-
es for democratic resilience. Con-
stitutional offices, on the other
hand, have a duty to not look
away. Have officers forgotten that
citizens of India, journalists in-
cluded, deserve humane treat-
ment under the law or is it that
they do not have a heart?

Madan B. Lokur is a retired judge of the
Supreme Court of India

Flood management that cannot be watered down

For a lasting solution to the India-Nepal floods, an intergovernmental panel must be formed with local representation

ATUL K. THAKUR

ver the years, many of Bi-
O har’s districts have been

facing serious challenges
with recurrent and massive flood-
ing. This year too, it has been a
double whammy - of flooding and
the novel coronavirus pandemic.
It is the right time to look at some
of the key aspects of India-Nepal
flood management under the ex-
isting arrangements of India’s fed-
eral system that offers enough
room for better coordination bet-
ween the Centre and State govern-
ments. The background: some of
Nepal’s biggest river systems origi-
nate in the Himalayan glaciers
which then flow into India through
Bihar. During the monsoons, these
river systems flood causing many
problems for Bihar. It is a necessity
that there is process-driven coor-
dination between the Centre and
the Government of Bihar to handle
the flooding in Nepal’s Terai and
North Bihar (largely the Mithilan-
chal region).

Still pending

As part of the long-term measures
to address the problem of massive
and recurrent floods in Bihar, the
Joint Project Office (JPO), Biratna-
gar, was established in Nepal in
August 2004 to prepare a detailed
project report to construct a high
dam on the Nepal side (on the Ko-
si, Kamla and Bagmati rivers). The
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Government of Bihar has raised
the matter at regular intervals. The
Central Water Commission (CWC),
Ministry of Jal Shakti (MoJS), Go-
vernment of India, convened a
special meeting of the joint team
of experts (India side) on February
10, 2020 at New Delhi to ascertain
the status of the detailed project
report. A group of officers formed
by the CWC has to work on various
aspects of the detailed project re-
port and propose an action plan
for its early completion. The Water
Resources Department, Bihar has
repeatedly requested the MoJS
(most recently, through Letter no.
295, dated August 2, 2021) to expe-
dite the progress of the detailed
project report. Despite the best ef-
forts made by the Government of
Bihar, the task remains unaccom-
plished even after 17 years.

The Minister of Water Resourc-
es Department, Bihar, Sanjay Ku-
mar Jha, met the Minister of Exter-
nal Affairs, S. Jaishankar, in
September 2020 to highlight long-
standing water sharing issues with
Nepal. The crucial matter of water
sharing with Nepal has been
flagged by India officially as well.
What is evident is Nepal’s lack of
prompt reciprocation. It is essen-
tial that Nepal shows the required
will to find a long-term solution
with India in ending a perennial
disaster.

Flood protection work

As in the existing India-Nepal
Agreement on water resources,
the State government is author-
ised to execute flood protection
works up to critical stretches in-
side Nepal territory along the In-
dia-Nepal border. In recent years,

all such flood protection works
have had to be carried out in the
face of increasing local resistance.
Even during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Water Resources De-
partment, Government of Bihar,
was intensively engaged at two le-
vels: with local Nepalese authori-
ties and through appeals to the
Central government for carrying
out flood protection works in
2020. After sustained coordina-
tion between the Centre and the
State (Bihar) and expedited inter-
ventions by India with Nepal,
Kathmandu gave its conditional
permission for manpower and ma-
chinery operation in the Nepal
area of Kosi basin. Accordingly, 21
out of the 22 works could be com-
pleted. Also, some progress was
made to facilitate the smooth
movement of manpower, machin-
ery and flood control materials
across the Gandak and Kamla riv-
ers situated on the Nepal side to
carry out flood protection work
during the flood period of 2020.
But despite the requisite per-
mission for movement on the Kosi
barrage and associated embank-
ments, the movement of depart-
mental vehicles and work activi-
ties did not draw the attention of
the Kosi Project Authority, Birat-
nagar, for various reasons. Since
bilateral cooperation remains the

fulcrum of water sharing and wa-
ter management between the two
countries, Nepal must play its part
in ensuring a sustainable way
forward.

As in the figures shared by the
Water Resources Department, Go-
vernment of Bihar, a total of four
new flood protection works in the
Gandak basin area were proposed
before the floods of 2020. A re-
quest was made on June 22, 2020
by the Water Resources Depart-
ment, Government of Bihar, to the
Government of India for entry into
the Nepal region for execution of
these flood protection works and
for maintenance works of the Gan-
dak Barrage Structure located in
Valmikinagar. After receiving con-
ditional permission from Nepal,
maintenance work of the structure
and components of the Gandak
barrage (Valmikinagar), top regu-
lator gates, Right Afflux Bund, and
three of the proposed works in the
Gandak basin were completed.

During the strengthening work
proposed on the right marginal
bund on the Lalbekia river, the lo-
cal Nepali administration claimed
that the said bund area fell in no
man’s land. This is notwithstand-
ing the fact that the embankment
was built by India 30 years ago and
there has not been any dispute re-
garding its maintenance all these
years. Breach closure/protective
work of right guide bund of the
Kamla weir remains incomplete
due to the lack of permission. Ho-
wever, resolution of the impasse is
awaited. This is another important
matter to be looked at.

Aware of the operational im-
passe during the flood season in
2020, Bihar’s Chief Minister Nitish

Kumar visited the Jainagar weir
site in Madhubani, and upon sens-
ing the seriousness of the situa-
tion, instructed the Water Re-
sources Department to explore
converting the weir on the India-
Nepal border into an efficiently
operated barrage. It is evident that
Nepal’s attitude towards mutual is-
sues (water sharing, flood control,
etc.) has been short of collabora-
tion, unlike in the past.

An alternative paradigm
In the best spirit of friendship, Ne-
pal and India should restart the
water dialogue and come up with
policies to safeguard the interests
of all those who have been affected
on both sides of the border. It is
time the two friendly countries
come together and assess the fac-
tors that are causing unimaginable
losses through flooding every year.
Optimisation of the infrastructure
will be decisive in finding an alter-
native paradigm of flood manage-
ment. Moreover, it is also linked to
how the Himalayan glaciers and
the green cover are managed.
Water cooperation should drive
the next big India-Nepal dialogue,
and despite the challenges, wis-
dom should prevail to turn the cri-
sis into an opportunity, for the
sake of development and environ-
mental protection. Water resourc-
es are priceless assets. By controll-
ing the flooding and using the
water resources for common deve-
lopmental uses such as hydroelec-
tricity, irrigation and waterways,
India-Nepal relations can be
strengthened even further.

Atul K. Thakur is a policy analyst and
columnist

minorities underline the

Toread more letters
online, scan the QR code

UNGA speech

It was a proud moment to
hear the Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi, deliver his
speech at the United
Nations General Assembly
on Saturday. By calling
India the mother of all
democracies (Page 1,
September 26), Mr. Modi
has only forcefully
reminded the world there
are sane voices and that the
international community
must unite as one on core
issues such as countering
terrorism, tackling climate
change and poverty,
protecting human rights,
encouraging women’s
education in Afghanistan

and even taking on
COVID-19. The august
assembly is sure to have
lent its ears to one of the
best speeches delivered for
the welfare of the
international community.

S. SESHADRI,
Chennat

m It is baffling that whenever
the Prime Minister goes out
of India he talks highly of
democracy and its
principles, but what is
happening in India is just the
opposite; his government
accords scant respect to
democratic procedures. In
the country which is said to
be the “mother of all

democracies”, parliamentary
democracy is hardly
followed. Very often, Bills are
passed without any debate or
discussion, autocratically,
and based on the whims and
fancies of the Government.

D. SETHURAMAN,

Chennai

m [ strongly disagree with the
Prime Minister’s speech. The
fall in India’s rank in the
democracy index, the tag of
electoral autocracy, the
crackdown on civil liberties,
mounting pressure on
human rights groups,
frequent Internet shutdowns,
rising attacks on journalists
and intolerance towards

worsening state of
democracy in India.

MAHESH RALLABHANDI,
Rajahmundry, Andhra Pradesh

= The gentle hint by United
States Vice-President Kamala
Harris to India on the need
to preserve democratic
principles and human rights
is an indication that the
Prime Minister’s rhetorical
flourish about Indian
democracy is likely to be
taken by the international
community with a pinch of
salt. The intolerance towards
dissent, misuse of official
machinery against political
opponents, and the rise in

human rights violations
cannot go unnoticed
internationally. India should
put its house in order to
recapture its moral stature.

MANOHAR ALEMBATH,
Kannur, Kerala

Social mosaic of Kerala
It is quite saddening to note
the recent developments in
Kerala following misguided
and hateful remarks made by
the Bishop of Pala. Kerala has
been a State that has always
promoted tolerance between
various religions since time
immemorial.

Ours is a land that hears the
call of the muezzin
complement the pealing of

»

the bells of a temple and a
church. It is indeed grievous
to note how we have evolved
to a situation that is marred
by distrust.

If our ancestors could
overcome efforts to
introduce tears in the social
fabric, can we hope to
further their legacy by
looking past constructs such
as religion and caste in this
modern age? The challenge
lies in getting ourselves to
endorse and appreciate our
collective identity and our
innate oneness.

ABHISHEK SURESH,
Kozhikode, Kerala
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Stopping short of social justice

The Justice Rajan Committee report does not provide answers to the crucial questions it engages with

GEORGE THOMAS

The one unequivocal finding in the
165-page Justice Rajan Committee re-
port is that the National Eligibility-
cum-Entrance Test (NEET) has adver-
sely impacted the chances of less pri-
vileged students in  gaining
admission to government medical
colleges in Tamil Nadu. Several pa-
rameters have been used by the
Committee to assess privilege (or the
lack of it), such as studying in a Tamil
medium school, studying in a go-
vernment school, being a first-gener-
ation graduate, and belonging to a
household with an income of less
than 2.5 lakh. Every one of these cri-
teria demonstrate that the already
abysmal share of the less privileged
in medical education became even
more abysmal after NEET was intro-
duced. One needs no other reason to
accept that admission based on high-
er secondary marks serves the cause
of equity better.

School education is inequitable

But a caveat is necessary here: ad-
mission based on higher secondary
marks is by no means equitable. The
number of government school stu-
dents who were able to gain admis-
sion to government medical colleges
in the pre-NEET era was around 38
per year. This came down to three or
four post-NEET till the 7.5% quota for
government school students was in-
troduced. The number then rose to
336 in 2020-21 (page 55). The repeat-
ed assertion by the Committee that
NEET coaching skews the results of
the medical exam is true, but the
Committee ignores the fact that the
results of the State Board examina-
tions can also be skewed through
coaching. The domination of medi-
cal admissions from coaching
schools in Rasipuram in the pre-
NEET area clearly demonstrated
this. The blunt truth is that school
education in India, including in Ta-
mil Nadu, is grossly inequitable.
There is a spectrum of inequity in
education with the government
schools catering to the most under-
privileged and a range of private

Students study for NEET in Vyasarpadi, Chennai. =8. joTHI RAMALINGAM

schools catering to various strata of
the privileged. Unless this inequity is
addressed, all talk of coaching is
empty.

Logical fallacies

If one were to delve into the report
for answers to questions that the
Committee engages with, such as
what type of student should be se-
lected for medical education, what
mode of selection will ensure that
such students are selected, and how
we can best reconcile the perceived
social needs of medical education
with the aspirations of individual stu-
dents, one will be deeply disappoint-
ed.

Furthermore, one can appreciate
the descriptive statistics, but the infe-
rential statistics are terribly flawed.
The entire document is peppered
with logical fallacies. For example,
on page 26, the report says: “The
analytical section of this report, in
the later pages, also vindicates that
the ever present socio economic dis-
advantages and other educational,
geographical and linguistic back-
wardness facing the students of the
Tamil Nadu state do not favour the
practice of a common entrance exam

Identity and public policy

Identity-based public policy may not be as
effective as one based on a universalist approach

PULAPRE BALAKRISHNAN
& ROHITH UNNIKRISHNAN

Some political parties have demand-
ed that caste be enumerated in the
Census. Actually, the demand
amounts to one of counting the Other
Backward Classes, for the Scheduled
Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes
are already counted. The demand
has been accompanied by the argu-
ment that the efficacy of public poli-
cy for enhancing well-being across
the population is tied to the enumer-
ation of Indians by their caste. One
approach to assessing this argument
would be to compare development
outcomes in States where political
parties have adopted caste-based
mobilisation with those in States
where political programmes for end-
ing deprivation have taken the social
democratic route, without resorting
to identity politics. Tamil Nadu
would be an example of the former,
while Kerala would be an example of
the latter. A comparison of the deve-
lopmental experience of these States
would therefore be instructive.

Findings along three variables
As the availability of data across so-
cial groups is limited, we focused on
three variables. These were adult lite-
racy, infant mortality and consump-
tion. Each of these indicators is relat-
ed to one of the three components of
the United Nations Development Pro-
gamme’s Human Development In-
dex. Having chosen the development
indicators of interest, there are two
ways in which we may assess the dif-
ference made to the condition of the
least well-off in a population, in this
case the SCs, by differently driven so-
cial programmes. For any indicator,
we may focus on either the impact
made in terms of its distribution
among groups or the absolute level
achieved by a cohort.

In a comparison of Tamil Nadu
and Kerala, for consumption — a
proxy for income — the gap between
the general population and the SCs is
greater in Kerala than it is in Tamil
Nadu but smaller when it comes to
the other two indicators. However,
when it comes to the absolute level
achieved, the SCs of Kerala are bet-
ter-off than the SCs of Tamil Nadu on
all the three indicators. Interestingly,
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they are also better off than the gen-
eral population of India, i.e., they
have superior consumption, literacy
and infant mortality outcomes. This
is striking. At the same time, the exer-
cise also revealed a hazard when fo-
cusing on relative standing alone. We
found that for more than one indica-
tor, the distance between the SCs and
the general population is far lower
for the country as a whole than it is in
at least one of the two States consi-
dered, even though the State con-
cerned registered a superior level for
the same indicator. This leaves us
veering towards the maximin princi-
ple in evaluation, according to which
that policy is preferred which maxi-
mises the position of the worst off in
a society. Now, Kerala will be chosen
as better performing, for the most
disadvantaged have higher indicators
there. Though we could do with
more analysis and the use of controls
to arrive at a definite conclusion, this
evidence at least suggests that identi-
ty-based public policy may not be as
effective as one based on an identity-
less or universalist approach that is
the hallmark of a social democracy.

Women’s empowerment

Though we are already in a position
to say something about the potential
of information on the caste status of
individuals in the elimination of de-
privation, we take our investigation
to another field before concluding. It
has been known for decades that
gender inequality exists in India.
Knowledge of low literacy and high
infant mortality among females has,
however, done little to spur counte-
racting public policy that will ensure
women’s empowerment. Returning
to the two States of our study, Kerala
greatly disappoints when it comes to
women’s empowerment, and lags be-
hind Tamil Nadu on labour force par-
ticipation, the proportion of female
legislators and judges, and crimes
against women. Counting the num-
ber of women through a census has
proved insufficient to eliminate the
deprivation and inequality they face.
Politics and not the availability of in-
formation drives public policy.

Pulapre Balakrishnan teaches at Ashoka
University, Sonipat and Rohith Unnikrishnan
works at IIM Kozhikode
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as it causes injustice to the disadvan-
taged majority people of the state.”
Do these disadvantages not cause
“injustice” in the result of the 12th
Standard exam?

Further, on pages 83 and 84, the
Committee compares the Higher Se-
condary School marks with the
marks obtained in NEET and says,
“Now, the question remains before
us is who is meritorious (in terms of
percentage marks) - those who se-
cured ‘98.16 % (HSc)’ or those who
secured ‘89.05% (HSc)’ and simulta-
neously 49.65% (NEET)’? Surely, it is
98.16% is the answer.” Recognising
that this argument sounds rather sil-
ly, the Committee then says, “Com-
parison between the HSc and the
NEET scores is like comparing
orange with apple, but it is not in the
wisdom of this Committee to com-
pare this way, however, the Commit-
tee has to do so in response to the ar-
guments of the critics of HSc who
argue that NEET is the best assessor
of students’ standard and abilities,
because of its assessment and sylla-
bus superiority.” To refute one logi-
cal fallacy with another is hardly
good policy.

The greatest disappointment with

the report comes from its failure to
engage with the most inequitable of
all factors in medical education: the
insurmountable barrier placed by
the very high financial commitment
required in private medical educa-
tion, said to be in the order of 1
crore and more. The opaque admis-
sion methods and extremely high
charges incurred in private medical
education was the cause for repeated
challenges in the courts, which final-
ly resulted in the NEET. Abolishing
NEET without addressing this pro-
blem will be a farce, with little real
benefit. The statistical prowess of the
Committee does not extend to re-
vealing the fees and other charges
being collected by these institutions,
the background of the students in
these institutions, how many of them
serve in rural areas, and so on — all of
which are criteria that the Commit-
tee uses to say that NEET will be de-
trimental to social justice. Private
medical education now accounts for
around 50% of seats. The remarkable
silence of a Committee, whose terms
of reference included “advancing the
principles of social justice”, is deeply
disappointing.

The way forward

The experience of the NEET has
highlighted the grossly inequitable
school system in Tamil Nadu. The
number of government schools has
greatly increased but learning out-
comes are very poor. An article in
this paper by Kalaiyarasan A. (“Dravi-
dam 2.0 as a time to reflect, for ac-
tion”) pointed out that Tamil Nadu
scored the lowest among the south-
ern States in the Performance Grad-
ing Index in 2019-20.

Using the higher secondary marks
for admission to medical colleges will
help a few of the most disadvantaged
students get admission to govern-
ment medical colleges. But it will do
nothing to advance the cause of so-
cial justice which requires, in the
short term, access to the 50% of med-
ical seats in the private sector which
are now reserved for the extremely
wealthy, by virtue of the high finan-
cial commitments required, and in
the long term, a vast improvement in
the quality of education imparted in
government schools. Anything short
of this is mere window-dressing.

Dr. George Thomas is an Orthopaedic
Surgeon in Chennai

Public reason leads to progress

Kerala’s soul cannot survive via vote-bank politics or identity
politics, but only by building a rational public sphere

M.A. OOMMEN

Since the Catholic Bishop of Pala in Kerala,
Mar Joseph Kallarangatt, raised the issue of
‘love jihad’ and ‘narcotic jihad’, various
groups have sprung into action taking sides.
Since this concern has been voiced since
2018 on a few occasions, a well-meaning go-
vernment has the responsibility to clear the
air by establishing whether it is a bogey or
part of an organised crime by groups within
or outside the country. The government
must also prevent preconceived anti-Muslim
prejudices from surfacing and spoiling the
secular fabric of the State. That vote-bank
politics is in full play is evident from the vi-
sits of different political parties to the Bish-
op’s house. This article tries to bring home
the need to build a reasoned public sphere in
Kerala and elsewhere in India.

Democracy based on public reason
Development scholars generally acknow-
ledge that Kerala’s social achievements in
education, health, land reforms, public dis-
tribution system, social security and so on
are the outcome of its renaissance tradition
and public action. Even so, you cannot sus-
tain this progressively unless you build a ge-
nuine democracy based on public reason.
From the second half of the 20th century,
the idea of democracy as the public use of
reason gained great significance. Jiirgen Ha-
bermas and several outstanding thinkers on
democracy consider the public sphere as the
result of a process in which individual citi-
zens are made capable of demanding from
the ruling class not only public accountabili-
ty but also moral justification for their ac-
tions. In a genuine democracy, not only the
government, but the Opposition, social lead-
ers and the media too will have to morally
and scientifically justify their statements.
The moot question that many may ask at
this point is why people enthusiastically
work up or support apparently irrational is-
sues while several burning problems such as
growing inequality, poverty, unemploy-
ment, marginalisation of women, alcoho-
lism, the declining quality of higher educa-
tion and research, endemic rent-seeking, an
alarming suicide rate, ecological overkill,
and the blatant disregard for the rule of law
stare us in the face. Why is ‘narcotic jihad’
more important than the COVID-19 pandem-
ic which has claimed so many lives and des-
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troyed livelihoods?

Development is not only freedom, as
Amartya Sen famously conceptualised, but
also democracy at its practical best. But this
can be realised only through reasoned pu-
blic debates, or what Habermas calls com-
municative rationality. When Ayyankali, a
‘low caste’ social reformer of Kerala, said in
the early 1930s that his dream was to see at
least 10 members of his community acquire
a BA degree, it was public reasoning par ex-
cellence, although for many upper castes, it
was irreverence and irrationality. If the
youth of Kerala do not have the capability
and freedom to choose their life partner,
food, clothes and question injustices, the pu-
blic sphere is in decay. The communicative
rationality of several religious groups is also
suspect. Are Christian girls as vulnerable to
drug trafficking as is widely alleged? We
seem to be in deep unfreedom.

Showing compassion
I would like to place here two universal is-
sues that the Bible has famously thrown at
us. First, am I my brother’s keeper? This is a
counter question posed by Cain, the first son
of Adam and Eve, who killed his brother
Abel, to God (the supreme wisdom) who
asked him where his brother was. Indeed,
the message is loud and clear that human be-
ings have a moral responsibility towards one
another. When Athens of 5th century BC,
hailed as the cradle of democracy, declared
that its goal was for people to live in freedom
together, in a way the city was taking for-
ward this vision. Second, who is your neigh-
bour? This was asked by a rich lawyer who
apparently obeyed the Ten Commandments
and wanted to enjoy eternal life. The young
man asked the question because Jesus want-
ed him to love his neighbour. The famous
parable of the Good Samaritan was Jesus’s
reply to the question. A priest simply walked
past a wounded man on the road. A Levite al-
so quietly avoided him. But a Samaritan, a
low-caste person, took care of the wounded
man and showed abundant mercy. Today,
your neighbour is a Hindu, a Muslim or a
Christian or a heathen. What makes the dif-
ference in the parable is compassion and not
upholding caste hierarchy. The world is mis-
sing this great value and continues preach-
ing hatred on the strength of religious texts.
On many grounds, Kerala is at a cross-
roads. Its democracy is on trial and faces
deep crises. Kerala’s soul cannot survive via
vote-bank politics or identity politics, but on-
ly by building a substantive rational public
sphere.

M.A. Oommen is Honorary Fellow at CDS and
Distinguished Fellow at GIFT, Thiruvananthapuram
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FIFTY YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 27, 1971

‘Put pressure on Pak. for a solution’

Mujibnagar, Sept. 26: The acting President
of the People’s Republic of Bangla Desh,
Syed Nazrul Islam, yesterday appealed to dif-
ferent countries of the world to put pressure
on the Islamabad regime for a solution of the
Bangla Desh issue. The basis for such a solu-
tion should be (1) unconditional release of
Sheikh Mujibur Rehman, (2) recognition of
the Bangla Desh Government, (3) withdra-
wal of the “occupation forces” from Bangla
Desh and (4) adequate compensation for the
war damage caused by the Pakistani army.
In the absence of such a solution, the libera-
tion movement of the 75 million people of
Bangla Desh would continue in a more inten-
sive form, Syed Nazrul Islam told a people in
a broadcast from the Swadhin Bangla Betar
Kendra on the completion of six months’
fight against the Yahya Khan regime.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO SEPT. 27, 1921

Travancore students’ strike

The official and non-official versions of the
events on the 2Ist in connection with the
Travancore students’ strike differ in so many
vital particulars that it seems necessary to
institute a searching enquiry into the whole
incident. For one thing, the non-official ver-
sion suggests that the students were amena-
ble to the persuasion of the District Magis-
trate and that the Police and the Military
engaged the “mob” in spite of the District
Magistrate’s order by sign of hand not to
charge the students. The official version on
the other hand seeks to make out that the
Police Commissioner was not aware of the
wishes of the District Magistrate, if not in-
deed of his presence and that, in any case,
the Police Commissioner was not the person
that ordered the forces to charge. In this ma-
terial particular, the Government account is
flatly contradicted by the non-official ac-
count whose signatories are, some of them,
eye-witnesses and all certainly responsible
citizens. Nor is this the only serious diffe-
rence in the accounts. The Press Commu-
nique attempts to suggest that sharp wea-
pons were not used and seeks support for
this theory in the statement that there were
no such serious wounds among student ca-
sualties as to require treatment in the Hospi-
tal. Not only is this suggestion diametrically
opposed to the non-official version which
mentions casualties and points to blood
stains, but it also stands challenged by the
statement of a correspondent published el-
sewhere that student casualties were re-
fused admission in the hospitals.
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Maoist influence down
to just 41 districts: govt.

As per norms, State govern-
ments have to reimburse
the amount incurred on de-
ployment of Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPF) in a
State.

Mr. Shah said Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi had
taken a decision to bring
down the fixed expenditure
of States on deployment of
CAPFs and the expenditure
by States has reduced by
about 2,900 crore in 2019-
20 as compared to the 2018-
19.

Mr. Soren also said
Maoists have made an inac-
cessible place called Budha
Pahar their sanctuary and a
large portion of this area
falls in Chhattisgarh and
sought the neighbouring
State’s cooperation for con-
ducting a joint operation.

Odisha Chief Minister Na-
veen Patnaik demanded
that the Union Home Minis-
try should conduct a study
on how many children from
LWE affected areas across
the country are able to clear
national level exams such as
NEET, IITJEE. “If our sys-
tems continue to bypass
these areas, it is not going to
help the cause of people of
LWE affected areas,” Mr.
Patnaik said.

Mr. Shah said in the past
two years, a successful ef-
fort has been made to in-
crease the security camps in
areas where security was
not stringent, especially in

Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra
and Odisha.

Mr. Shah said those who
want to give up arms and
join mainstream are heartily
welcome, but those who
take up arms and hurt inno-
cent people and the police,
will be given the same res-
ponse. “The root cause of
dissatisfaction is that deve-
lopment has not reached
there in last six decades
since Independence and
now to deal with it, it is very
essential to ensure accessi-
bility to fast-paced develop-
ment so that common and
innocent people do not join
them,” he said.

According to the minis-
try, there has been a gradual
decline in the number of
LWE incidents in the last de-
cade. The incidents have re-
duced from 2,258 in 2009 to
349 incidents till August 31
this year. The number of
deaths reduced from 908 to
110 during the same period.

“Few new areas have
been identified as potential
locations for emergence of
this phenomenon. To arrest
the expansion plan of the
CPI (Maoist) and also to res-
trict them to bounce back in
the areas recently taken
away from LWE influence, 8
districts have been categor-
ized as ‘District of Concern’.
The revised categorisation is
a more realistic representa-
tion of current LWE scena-
rio,” the ministry stated.

7 new faces in as Punjab
CM expands his Cabinet

The Ministers from the ear-
lier Cabinet who have been
left out include Balbir Singh
Sidhu, Sunder Sham Arora,
Rana Gurmit Singh Sodhi,
Sadhu Singh Dharamsot and
Gurpreet Singh Kangar. Mr.
Balbir Singh Sidhu and Mr.
Kangar have questioned the
rationale behind being left
out.

They told reporters that
they were unaware of any
reason for not being
included.

Earlier this week, Mr.
Channi took oath as the
Chief Minister of Punjab.
Two Deputy Chief Ministers
— O.P. Soni and Sukhjinder

Randhawa - were also
sworn in.
Ahead of the expansion, a

few Congress leaders had

written to State Congress
chief Navjot Singh Sidhu
against including Rana Gur-
jit Singh in the Cabinet over
his alleged involvement in a
sand mining scam.

The Aam Aadmi Party
has condemned the inclu-
sion of certain MLAs in the
Cabinet who were facing al-
legations of corruption.

Leader of the Opposition
and AAP leader Harpal
Singh Cheema said the in-
clusion of “tainted Minis-
ters” in the new Cabinet
made it clear that the new
Chief Minister was no diffe-
rent from his predecessor.
“Mr. Channi and the Con-
gress State president Navjot
Singh Sidhu should clarify
their views on Rana Gurjit,”
said Mr. Cheema.

Don’t shift goalposts,
Indian envoy tells China

“For long, the Indian and
Chinese sides have adhered
to a well-understood dis-
tinction between resolving
the boundary question and
managing border affairs,”
he said.

“The 1988 understanding
between our leaders was
precisely for keeping the re-
solution of the boundary
question on a track separate
yet parallel to the bilateral
relationship, with mainte-
nance of peace and tranquil-
lity as the prerequisite,” Mr.
Misri said.

Specific mechanisms
“The Special Representa-
tives mechanism, the Agree-
ment on Political Parame-
ters and Guiding Principles
of 2005 and the three-phase
framework were all de-
signed to work on the boun-
dary question, which we
agreed was a complex and
sensitive issue requiring
time to work through,” he
added.

“On the other hand,” he
said, “for managing border
affairs on a daily basis, we
evolved a mechanism, con-
sisting of instruments such
as the WMCC [Working Me-
chanism for Consultation
and Coordination on border
affairs] and a succession of
agreements, protocols and
CBMs, to govern behaviour
on the ground and ensure
peace and tranquillity. A se-
rious violation of peace and
tranquillity in the border
areas naturally requires us
to apply our minds on the

CM
K

basis of established agree-
ments, protocols and me-
chanisms to resolve it. As we
do so, any attempt to con-
fuse border affairs with the
boundary question is a dis-
service to the work of those
involved in finding
solutions.”

He said this was why In-
dia had been “consistently
saying that the current issue
is about restoring peace and
tranquillity to the border
areas and is not about the
resolution of the larger
boundary question, on
which our stance has not
changed, despite what hap-
pened last year,” referring to
the crisis in eastern Ladakh.

Chinese officials in state-
ments have justified Beij-
ing’s mobilising of thou-
sands of troops along the
LAC last summer by citing
China’s territorial claims, in-
cluding to the Galwan Val-
ley, and accusing India of in-
fringing on those claims.

Indian officials have said
China’s unilateral actions
went against the four border
agreements that govern the
behaviour of troops in dis-
puted areas. The agree-
ments also acknowledge
both sides’ differing claims
to the LAC.

Mr. Misri called on both
sides to address the other’s
sensitivities.

He said both had space to
cooperate on issues includ-
ing tackling the pandemic,
concerns about terrorism in
the region and the situation
in Afghanistan.

»

on Indians ‘unscientific’: envoy

Vikram Misri highlights problems faced by students, businessmen, exporters

ANANTH KRISHNAN

China’s continuing travel
ban that has barred travell-
ers from India, including
thousands of students, from
going to the country for
more than one year reflected
an “unscientific approach”
from the Chinese authori-
ties, India’s Ambassador to
China Vikram Misri has said.
Speaking on the current
difficult state of bilateral rela-
tions in a dialogue held by
Indian and Chinese insti-
tutes last week, Mr. Misri
said, “Far less complex is-
sues, which have a purely
humanitarian context and
are not connected to bilater-
al diplomatic stances, such
as facilitating the movement
of students, businesspersons
and stranded family mem-
bers from India to China for
over a year and a half now,
await a more balanced and
sensitive approach.”

Indian stand

“I might add here that India
has also attempted to keep
our trade and commercial
relationship insulated from
current differences, for in-
stance by continuing to issue
visas to Chinese businessper-
sons to visit India,” Mr. Misri

Far less complex issues, which
have a purely humanitarian <
context and are not connected  /
to bilateral diplomatic stances,
such as facilitating the movement ' £ -
of students, businesspersons :

and stranded family members
from India to China for over a
year and a half now, await
amore balanced and

sensitive approach

VIKRAM MISRI
INDIA’S AMBASSADOR TO CHINA

said, according to remarks
made available on Saturday
by the Indian Embassy in
Beijing.

“However, we are disap-
pointed to see an unscientif-
ic approach with regard to
several problems currently
being faced by Indian stu-
dents, businessmen, marine
crew and exporters, to name
a few,” Mr. Misri said.

As The Hindu reported in
July, many of the close to
23,000 Indian students en-
rolled in Chinese universities
remain in India and are un-
able to return to their cours-
es. Most are in medical de-
grees, and are concerned
that online programmes ar-
ranged by their universities
will not adequately prepare
them especially in hands-on

clinical subjects.

Their pleas to Chinese
authorities for more than
one year have made no
headway. In June, 3,000 stu-
dents under the banner of
“Indian Students in China”
sent a letter via email to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi seeking clarity on a
possible date of return and
noting that they were willing
to undergo vaccination, test-
ing and quarantine protocols
as required.

No visa being issued

China’s Embassy in India has
largely not been issuing any
visas since a travel ban im-
posed in November last year.
The Embassy has since
March this year also effec-
tively barred even Chinese

28 trains cancelled, many
diverted ahead of cyclone

Andhra Pradesh, Odisha on alert as Gulab crosses coast

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BHUBANESWAR

The East Coast Railway
(ECoR) cancelled 28 trains,
diverted five trains and res-
cheduled eight as Cyclone
Gulab made landfall in Ka-
longapatnam affecting north
Andhra Pradesh and south
Odisha. Eleven trains were
regulated in South East Cen-
tral and South Central Rail-
way jurisdictions.

“In view of forecast of
heavy rain with cyclonic
wind, all necessary precau-
tions have been taken by
ECoR. Intensive and exten-
sive patrolling in areas fore-
cast to be affected are being
ensured and monitored. Sta-
tionary watchmen have
been deployed where heavy
rainfall is likely. Bridges are
kept under watch. Appro-
priate steps have been taken
for electrical and signalling

Visakhapatnam. =«.r.DeepAk

installations,” the ECoR said
in a statement.

The cyclonic storm
caused significant damage in
eight mandals close to the
coast in Srikakulam district
of A.P. Life was thrown out
of gear since morning as sev-
eral places experienced hea-
vy rain.

Hundreds of trees were
uprooted in several man-

Leaden skies Fishermen bringing back their boats to safety in

dals. Power supply was af-
fected in many areas in the
Tekkali division as electrical
poles fell off. Roads too were
badly damaged.

Heavy rain was reported
at Sandipeta, Rajapuram,
Bhavanapadu, Devunaltada
and other villages when Gu-
lab made landfall.

(With inputs from
Visakhapatnam Bureau)

nationals in India from re-
turning home by denying
them health codes that are
needed to board flights to
China.

The ban includes even fa-
mily members, leading to
many cases of families being
split up for over a year. Sev-
eral Chinese nationals in In-
dia told The Hindu some
have not seen their children
for over a year and have even
been unable to visit ailing re-
latives, while some families
are meeting in third coun-
tries such as Nepal, Sri Lan-
ka, and the UAE.

India has been issuing vi-
sas to Chinese citizens to en-
able them to visit their fami-
ly in India, although if they
visit they face the prospect
of being unable to return to
China. Mr. Misri pointed out
India was now also issuing
visas to Chinese businessper-
sons to enable their travel to
India.

All travellers to China face
up to 21 days in quarantine.
However, even those willing
to undertake the required
testing and complete the
quarantine are not being is-
sued visas or health codes.
China has so far offered no ti-
metable as to when it will
open up.

Beijing-Lhasa key
road link completed

Part of China’s infra push in Tibet

DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

Continuing its infrastruc-
ture build-up in Tibet, China
has completed a key section
of the Beijing-Lhasa express-
way, a 295-km stretch from
Lhasa to Nagqu. This sec-
tion is located at an average
altitude of 4,500 metres
above sea level, which Chi-
nese state media have
termed the world’s highest
expressway.

In a separate develop-
ment opposite the Central
sector in Uttarakhand, the
People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) has set up surveil-
lance equipment and came-
ras opposite the Kio Dhura
pass, according to intelli-
gence inputs.

“Yellow balloon-shaped
surveillance equipment are
co-located with a windmill
and solar panel at the site,”
according to inputs.

The Lhasa-Nagqu section
is part of the G6 Beijing-Lha-
sa expressway and is the
first expressway linking Lha-
sa, the capital of the Tibet
Autonomous Region to
north Tibet. It also connects
the PLA’s Central Theatre
Command with the Western
Theatre Command which is
responsible for the border
with India, an official source
said.

“An important stretch of
the expressway between
Nagqu to Yangbaijain of Lha-
sa-Nagqu section was put in-
to operational trial on Au-
gust 21. On completion of
Lhasa-Nagqu section, the
driving time between Lhasa
and Nagqu has reduced
from six hours to three
hours,” an official source
said.

The completed express-
way will pass through seven
major cities of China includ-
ing Beijing, Hebei, inner
Mangolia, Ningxia, Gansu,
Qinghai and Lhasa with an
approximate length of 3,710
km, the official added.

In June, China had
launched a high speed bul-
let train connecting Lhasa
with Nyingchi, a strategical-
ly located Tibetan town lo-
cated close to Arunachal
Pradesh.

Continuing regular exer-
cises in the area, the PLA
has conducted two live fir-
ing exercises under its Xin-
jiang Military District (XMD
in the first week of Septem-
ber, officials said. The Artil-
lery regiment of 8 Mountain
Infantry Division conducted
live firing exercise employ-
ing PCL-181 155mm vehicle
mounted howitzer guns in
the high altitude plateau, an
official said.

Modi back from US., Nadda
calls him a ‘global leader’

Party workers, people line up outside the airport

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was given a warm wel-
come by BJP leaders, includ-
ing party chief].P. Nadda, af-
ter his arrival from the U.S.
at the Palam airport here on
Sunday.

Mr. Modi, who walked for
nearly two kilometres meet-
ing party workers and the
people lined up along the
road outside the airport,
thanked them for welcom-
ing him.

Lavishing praise on the
Prime Minister upon his ar-
rival in the country from the
United States, Mr. Nadda
hailed him as a “global lead-
er” who had made India a
“global player”.

Citing Mr. Modi’s meet-
ings with U.S. President Joe
Biden and Vice-President
Kamala Harris, besides his
participation in the Quad
meet and address at the UN-

Flights of fancy: IAF jets turning the Srinagar skies into a canvas on Sunday. =NissAR AHMAD

Ripples over Dal Lake: Air Force planes
inspire awe with a stunning show

The show, opened by Manoj Sinha, was named ‘Give wings to your dream’

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

After a gap of 14 years, the
Indian Air Force (IAF) on
Sunday mesmerised locals
in Srinagar with its jets per-
forming aerobatics and awe-
inspiring manoeuvring in
the skies.

Hundreds of students
drawn  from  different
schools in the Valley enjoyed
watching the IAF jets skilful-
ly navigating and synchro-

nising while hovering over
the famous Dal Lake on the
lawns of the Sher-i-Kashmir
International ~ Convention
Centre.

The IAF show, which was
inaugurated by Jammu and
Kashmir Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha, was
named “Give wings to your
dream”. It was organised as
part of the ongoing celebra-
tions commemorating Azadi
ka Amrit Mahotsav.

“It was organised to incul-
cate the spirit of nationalism
among the Kashmir youth,”
the spokesman said.

The show saw a display by
the IAF’s Surya Kiran Aero-
batics Team, Paramotor and
powered hang-glider dis-
play, flypast by MiG-21 Bison
and aerobatics by Su-30 air-
craft. It also included the
Akashganga skydiving dis-
play, IAF symphony orches-
tra display and a photo exhi-

bition depicting the history
of IAF.

“Iwitnessed a spectacular
air show by the IAF showcas-
ing the capabilities and skills
of the Indian Air Force, the
audience was treated to
sheer excellence,” Srinagar
Mayor Junaid Azim Mattu
said.

The routes heading to-
wards the boulevard in Sri-
nagar were closed to traffic
for the past two days.

GA, the BJP president said
the Prime Minister put
across strongly and frankly
global issues and also India’s
views over threats like terro-
rism and expansionism.

Folk artistes from diffe-
rent States in their tradition-
al costumes greeted Mr. Mo-
di playing different kinds of
drums and musical instru-
ments, Delhi BJP vice-presi-
dent Virendra Sachdeva
said.

Senior BJP leaders, in-

cluding party national gen-
eral secretaries Arun Singh
and Tarun Chugh, former
Union Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan, Delhi unit presi-
dent Adesh Gupta, MP Ra-
mesh Bidhuri were among
those who welcomed Mr.
Modi at the airport.

Mr. Modi’s three-day trip
was packed with meetings as
he attended 20 of them dur-
ing the around 65 hours he
spent in the country, govern-
ment sources said.

CJI backs 50% quota
for women in judiciary

It is your right, not a matter of charity’

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

ChiefJustice of India N.V. Ra-
mana on Sunday backed
50% representation for wo-
men in judiciary.

“It is your right. It is not a
matter of charity... Enough
of this thousands of years of
suppression,” Chief Justice
Ramana said.

The CJI paraphrased Karl
Marx to say, “Women of the
world, unite! You have noth-
ing to lose but your chains.”

Speaking to women judg-
es and advocates of the Su-
preme Court at an event or-
ganised to felicitate him and
the nine new apex court
judges, the CJI said women
constituted only about 30%
of the subordinate judiciary.

“In High Courts, women
judges constitute 11.5%.
Here in the Supreme Court,
we currently have four wo-
men Justices out of the sit-
ting 33. That makes it just
12%. Of the 1.7 million advo-
cates, only 15% are women.
Only 2% of the elected re-
presentatives in the State
Bar Councils are women...
There is no woman member
in the Bar Council of India.
This needs urgent correc-
tion,” Chief Justice Ramana

»

Full physical hearings
likely after Dasara

NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India N.V.
Ramana on Sunday expressed
hope that the Supreme Court
may be able to open up for
physical hearings after Dasara.
The CJI said the Supreme Court
judges had no objection to
holding physical hearings, but
the court is worried about the
health of lawyers and their
clerks who would be exposed
to crowds. The court began
hybrid physical-virtual
hearings from September

said. “I am also forcing the
Executive for applying ne-
cessary correctives... I am
happy to have colleagues in
the Collegium who are pro-
gressive and determined to
bridge the gap in the higher
judiciary,” the CJI said.

He highlighted the need
to increase gender diversity
in legal education. “I strong-
ly advocate reservation of a
significant percentage of
seats in law schools and un-
iversities for women, as a
first step. Ultimately, inclu-
sion of women judges and
lawyers will substantially
improve the quality of jus-
tice delivery,” the CJI said.
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Govt.-industry panel drives
policy to revive manufacturing

Pandemic spurred effort to end import dependence, ensure value addition

VIKAS DHOOT
NEW DELHI

A meeting between industry
captains and Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal soon after the national
lockdown was announced in
2020, has led to the setting
up of the Steering Commit-
tee for Local Value Addition,
Manufacturing and Exports,
or SCALE, aimed at navigat-
ing Indian manufacturing
away from the import-de-
pendence pitfalls exposed
by the pandemic.

Noting that many of them
had more time on their
hands due to the lockdown,
Mr. Goyal had suggested that
the CEOs put on their think-
ing hats and come up with
ideas to tap the global senti-
ment against China and
strengthen Indian manufac-
turing. The Minister asked
Pawan Goenka, the Mahin-
dra group’s managing direc-
tor till April 2021, to drive
this introspection.

The group is now working
on such ideas for 17 sectors —
from toys, textiles, furniture
and e-cycles to drones and
even fisheries.

The SCALE includes the
top brass from the industry
bodies CII, FICCI and Asso-
cham and three representa-
tives from government, with
member secretary Manmeet
Kaur Nanda from the Depart-

Mamataurged
to address |
meet virtually

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Italian organisation
that invited West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee is “highly presti-
gious,” said former Indian
Ambassador to Italy K.P.
Fabian. His comments
came in the backdrop of al-
legations by Ms. Banerjee
that the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs denied her per-
mission saying that Sant’E-
gidio, the Rome-based
organisation, did not de-
serve such high-level parti-

cipation.
“Sant’Egidio is a highly
prestigious international

organisation and it has me-
diated for peace in diffe-
rent locations across the
world, including in Algeria,
and their conferences are
attended by leaders and re-
ligious heads,” said Mr. Fa-
bian, who served as the In-
dian envoy in Rome.

Earlier on Sunday, Ms.
Banerjee said the Central
government had repeated-
ly denied her permission to
attend prominent interna-
tional conferences.

Mr. Fabian suggested,
Ms. Banerjee may consider
addressing the conference
virtually. “The presence of
Pope Francis and German
Chancellor Angela Merkel
makes it a really important
event,” Mr. Fabian said.

Modi greets
Manmohan on
his birthday

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi greeted his predeces-
sor Manmohan Singh on
his birthday on Sunday,
wishing him a long and
healthy life.

Manmohan Singh, who
headed the United Progres-
sive Alliance coalition go-
vernment between 2004
and 2014, turned 89 on
Sunday.

“Birthday greetings to
our former Prime Minister
Dr. Manmohan Singh Ji. I
pray for his long life and
wonderful health,” Mr. Mo-
di tweeted.

The Congress, on its offi-
cial Twitter handle, post-
ed, “A visionary. A devoted
patriot. A man of his
words. Dr. Manmohan
Singh, you are the leader
India truly deserves.”

CcM
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For air conditioners, industry players have vowed to take
domestic value-addition to 80% in five years. sriLe pHOTO

ment of Promotion of Indus-
try and Internal Trade (DPI-
IT), and three industry
honchos, including JSW
Steel joint managing director
and group CFO Seshagiri Rao
MVS, and Salil Singhal, chair-
man emeritus, PI Industries.

India has seen multiple si-
milar committees over the
past two decades to enhance
the share of manufacturing
in the economy, with recom-
mendations either gathering
dust, scuttled by inter-minis-
terial and intra-industry
crossfire, or leading to
botched policies like the
non-starter National Manu-
facturing Investment Zones
(NMIZ).

The SCALE group is diffe-
rent for a few reasons.

First, it has no deadlines
and drafts and no volumi-

nous reports — all its propo-
sals are laid out in a presen-
tation at best. Second, it
doesn’t just gather up ideas
from various sectoral players
and splash them together for
the government to consider,
as usual industry representa-
tions tend to be.

Third, it follows a rigorous
process of consultations to
align different factions of in-
dustry with varying agendas
at multiple levels and tries to
nudge an alignment of inter-
ests where differences seem
intractable, before it takes
up the relevant issues with
the government.

“Generally, industry bo-
dies come to government
and say, ‘Give me this, Give
me that’,” Dr. Goenka told
The Hindu.

“My first sentence to them

in SCALE interactions is, “It
should be ‘T am going to do
this, and this is the help I
need.” And if you don’t have
an ‘I am going to do this’,
then let’s not even talk,” he
said.

Industry commitment
Consequently, none of its
presentations have had poli-
cy suggestions without an
equal commitment from the
industry, in terms of invest-
ments and job creation, if
those suggestions were
accepted.

In fact, in the case of air
conditioners, one of the first
sectors it began working on,
the industry players actually
gave a letter of commitment
to Mr. Goyal that they will in-
vest more and take domestic
value-addition to 80% from
the present 20% in five
years, even before the go-
vernment notified the PLI
scheme for the sector.

“This was signed off by
the industry and is almost a
contract,” Dr. Goenka said,
adding that air conditioners
was considered a sunset sec-
tor with no scope for a
change in status quo.

The panel’s ideas for oth-
er uninteresting sectors, in-
cluding fisheries and TVs,
are also at advanced stages
of deliberations within the
government.

INTERVIEW | PAWAN GOENKA

Tndias big problem is lack of scale’

SCALE chief denies that lower labour costs make manufacturing competitive

VARGHESE K. GEORGE
VIKAS DHOOT

Industry players largely
want to do what is good for
India, even if there may be
some exceptions, believes
SCALE Chairman Pawan
Goenka. While the commit-
tee is fleshing out sector-
specific policy advice, it has
also identified ‘horizontal
enablers’ that India needs to
fix to become more competi-
tive across the board, includ-
ing the cost of doing busi-
ness. Steep logistics costs
and import duties on raw
materials and machines,
along with over-regulation,
are also areas of concern, he
says. Edited excerpts:

What are the big challenges
ailing Indian manufacturing?
m Our primary focus is on
how to make Indian manu-
facturing competitive in
terms of cost. There is a mis-
nomer that because of lower
labour costs, Indian manu-
facturing is very competi-
tive. That’s a misnomer, be-
cause there are many factors
that offset that advantage
and make our manufactur-
ing non-competitive.

There are a few overall
themes that run across al-
most all the sectors... We are
putting it under the umbrel-
la of cost of doing business.
We talk a lot about ease of
doing business, but the big-

7 new faces in UP. Ministry

Six belong to numerically significant non-Yadav OBC, non-Jatav Dalit castes

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW

With less than six months
left for the 2022 Uttar Pra-
desh Assembly election, the
BJP government led by Yogi
Adityanath on Sunday ex-
panded its Council of Minis-
ters, inducting seven fresh
faces, including six from the
numerically significant non-
Yadav OBC and non-Jatav Da-
lit castes, whose support has
been the key to the BJP’s suc-
cess in the State in the last
few elections.

Jitin Prasada, Brahmin
leader and former MP who
quit the Congress and joined
the BJP in June, was reward-
ed with a Cabinet berth as
the BJP tries to consolidate
its grip over the influential
community.

The remaining six, who
were administered oath as
Ministers of State by Gover-
nor Anandiben Patel, com-
prise three OBCs and three
Dalits, including one from

Deft move: Governor Anandiben Patel and CM Yogi
Adityanath with the newly sworn-in Ministers on Sunday. =p1i

the Scheduled Tribe com-
munity. It was widely specu-
lated that Nishad Party presi-
dent Sanjay Nishad, an ally
of the BJP, would find a place
in the Cabinet expansion but
that did not happen. Howev-
er, later his name along with
Mr. Prasada featured among
the four leaders nominated
to the Uttar Pradesh Legisla-
tive Council. Three out of the
four are OBCs. Others nomi-
nated to the MLC posts are
Chaudhary Virendra Singh

and Ram Gopal alias Gopal
Anjaan.

Kurmi caste

Chhatrapal Singh Gangwar,
who took oath, is an MLA
from Baheri in Bareilly dis-
trict and belongs to the Kur-
mi caste, traditionally asso-
ciated  with  farming.
Sangeeta Balwant, an MLA
from Ghazipur, is a Bind, an
OBC, part of the riverine
backward caste communi-
ties in the State. She held the

Adityanath announces
hike in sugarcane prices

U.P. CM tries to pacify farmers with income and security

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW

In a bid to woo disgruntled
farmers in western Uttar
Pradesh ahead of the 2022
Assembly polls, Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath on Sun-
day announced a hike in
cane prices for farmers and
stated that the move would
lead to a rise in the income
of the agrarian community
by around 8%. The BJP lead-
er used the double plank of
income and security to ap-
peal to the farmers, especial-
ly those in the western parts
of the State where some
agrarian outfits have been
protesting against the go-
vernment’s three new farm
laws for a few months.

Muzaffarnagar violence
Linking the law and order
situation in the State to the
interests of farmers, Mr. Adi-
tyanath also recalled the
communal violence in Mu-
zaffarnagar in 2013, and
stressed that the “sons of
farmers” had died then.

Mr. Adityanath accused
the previous Samajwadi Par-
ty government of ‘honour-
ing rioters’ as he claimed

»

Timely aid: The BJP believes the move will "bring a change" in
the lives of over 45 lakh farmers. =FiLe pHOTO

that not a single riot had ta-
ken place in Uttar Pradesh
since the BJP came to power.

Addressing a Kisan Sam-
melan, Mr. Adityanath said
his government had in-
creased the rates of usual va-
riety sugarcane from 3315
per quintal to ¥340 while the
price (State advisory price)
for the early variety had
been increased from 325
per quintal to ¥350.

This would “bring a
change” in the lives of over
45 lakh farmers and lead to
an addition to their income
by 8%, said Mr. Adityanath.

Mr. Adityanath also told
farmers that his government

had initiated steps to with-
draw cases lodged against
them for burning stubble.

Claiming that buffaloes
and cows would get easily
stolen from dairies and dairy
farmers under the previous
government, he said now
the farmer was safe, and so
were his buffalo cart and
motor used in farming.

Sudhir Panwar, Samajwa-
di Party leader and Profes-
sor in Lucknow University,
said the hike of 325 per quin-
tal of sugarcane was dispro-
portionate to increase in in-
put cost on account of
diesel, power, labour, insec-
ticide and pesticides.

post of a district mantri of

the BJP in 2016 before going
on to win her first Assembly
election in 2017. Dharmveer
Singh Prajapati, an OBC MLC
from Agra, also took oath.

Out of the three Dalit Mi-
nisters, two belong to the
Khatik community, a Sche-
duled Caste found across the
State.

The non-Yadav OBCs and
the non-Jatav SCs make up
over 40-45% of the votes and
it has been a part of the BJP
strategy to polarise these
smaller communities against
the Yadavs and Jatavs to alie-
nate the SP and the BSP
which rely heavily on these
two castes.

This is the second Cabinet
expansion by Mr. Aditya-
nath. In the first expansion
in August 2019, ‘upper caste’
and leaders with RSS back-
ground were favoured.

Samajwadi Party chief Ak-
hilesh Yadav said the Cabinet
expansion was a deception.

gest problem India has is the
lack of scale. Industry needs
to come forward and invest
for large scale and the go-
vernment needs to facilitate
that with a viability gap. But
primarily, the foot is on the
industry end on how to in-
vest on a large scale as China
did. Second is the cost of
land — which is one of the
most expensive industrial
land in the world — and pow-
er, which is the most expen-
sive industrial power in the
world, part of which is the
cross subsidy. But now, in
the competitive world, In-
dian manufacturing industry
cannot afford the cross sub-
sidy burden. Third is the cost
of capital. If you leave aside
the current low cost of capi-
tal because of COVID-19 and
low interest rates, the cost of
capital in India is 20% to
30% higher than cost of cap-
ital in most other countries
which are exporting. These
are our factor costs.

The third area which is
well acknowledged, but we
have not been able to make
much headway is logistic
costs. India’s average logistic
cost by government data is
13% of the revenue when the
global average is 8%. So India
has a 5% disadvantage be-
cause of logistic costs. Ob-
viously that disadvantage
cannot be made up by indus-
try in labour costs. The
fourth area is labour produc-

C) But primarily, the

foot is on the
industry end on how
to invest on a large
scale as China did

tivity and skill which is pri-
marily industry’s responsi-
bility.

The fifth area is to streng-
then the micro, small and
medium enterprises
(MSMEs) sector because
while the scale will be creat-
ed by the large companies,
they cannot do everything
themselves without a strong
MSME sector. The govern-
ment’s focus always has to be
on making MSMESs stronger,
working together with indus-
try. It’s not about giving
some sort of financial bene-
fit... That doesn’t make them
strong, but a good technolo-
gy and skill base will.
Though we have improved
the ease of doing business,
for manufacturing, we still
need a lot of things to be
done.

How has your interaction

Taking stock: Narendra Modi inspecting the work on the new
Parliament building in New Delhi on Sunday. =e1i

Modi visits site of new
Parliament building

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday visited the
construction site of the new
Parliament building, which
is expected to be completed
in the second half of 2022.
Mr. Modi spoke to people
involved in the construction
as he inspected the ongoing
work, official sources said.
The building is part of the

Central Vista project, which
has faced criticism from the
Opposition.

Government officials
have said that Parliament's
winter session in 2022 will
be held in the new building.
The new Parliament build-
ing will have an area of
64,500 square metres. It
will also have a grand Con-
stitution Hall to showcase
India’s democratic heritage.

= EMMANUEL YOGINI

with different Ministries
worked out?

m The personal involvement
of the Commerce and Indus-
try Minister Piyush Goyal
has been intense even after
he set up the committee. He
has spent at least two hours
with us at over 15 such meet-
ings pertaining to different
sectors. I recall one meeting
where we had six or seven
ministers participating for
over two hours to go through
all the all the details of the
recommendations. Mr.
Goyal has also personally ta-
ken up matters with other
ministries to get traction for
our ideas and create a buy-in
for changes in policies and
rules.

Committed champions
across sectors have helped
tremendously in diagnosing
and addressing challenges —
for instance, in ACs, we had
Panasonic India CEO Manish
Sharma, FICCI and DPIIT ad-
ditional secretary Anil Agra-
wal, combining to deliver re-
sults.

The DPIIT, in fact, does a
lot of the critical background
work to co-ordinate with
other ministries. The contri-
bution of all the SCALE com-
mittee members who are de-
voting significant personal
time to this effort on a volun-
tary basis cannot be ignored
either.

(Read full interview at
bit.ly/pawangoenka)

Soren meets
Shah seeking
caste census

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren, leading an
all-party delegation from
the State, met Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on Sun-
day to demand a caste-
based census and handed
over a memorandum for
Prime Minister Modi.
Bihar Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar also reiterated
that a caste-based census is
the “need of the hour”,
and said he would hold an
all-party meeting after the
Central government in-
formed the Supreme Court
that conducting such a cen-
sus was not feasible.

STEEL INDUSTRIALS
~4 KERALA LIMITED (SILK)
A Government of Kerala Undertaking
SILK NAGAR, ATHANI P.O.,THRISSUR-680 581
PH: (0487)2201421-23, Fax:(0487) 2201268
Email: silkhrd@gmail.com  www.steelindustrials.net

TENDER NOTICE

SILK invites tenders for Installation
of machines in GEW, Thuravoor and
Machineries in Foundry Unit,
Ottapalam. For details refer
https:/etenders.kerala.gov.in
Managing Director

AAP’s promise of quota in
private jobs questioned

‘Move aimed at expanding party base’

ANUJ KUMAR
GHAZIABAD

The Aam Aadmi Party’s
electoral promise of quota
for locals in private jobs in
States has sparked reactions
with political parties, scho-
lars and activists question-
ing the practicality of tick-
ling the nativist sentiments
of the electorate. Some de-
scribed it as “competitive
chauvinism” while others
dubbed it a “vote-catching
phrase” that has not been
thought through.

On Sunday, Rashtriya Lok
Dal president Jayant Chaud-
hary commented on the
AAP’s promise of an 80%
quota to locals in private
jobs in Goa. “Can no one see
the slippery slope we are
setting up? If every State
were to enact similar legisla-
tion, what would happen to
internal migrations that
create efficient labour mar-
kets? How will industry
compete?” he tweeted.

The AAP, working on
spreading its footprint out-
side Delhi, has made similar
promises in Punjab and Ut-
tarakhand as well, touching
an emotional chord.

Last week, its national
convener and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal

made a promise in Haldwa-
ni that the party would pro-
vide 80% reservation for Ut-
tarakhand residents in the
jobs.

In the past, Mr. Kejriwal
had made a similar promise
in Punjab.

With an eye on the dis-
tricts of western Uttar Pra-
desh that share boundaries
with Delhi, observers say,
the AAP’s outreach with
jobs and free electricity up
to 300 units, is going to di-
rectly affect the RLD.

The AAP is not alone in
raising the son of the soil
pitch. The Shiromani Akali
Das promised that it would
provide 75% quota to locals
in private jobs.

Anoop Nautiyal, founder
of the Dehradun-based So-
cial Development For Com-
munities Foundation, said
such promises had also
been made in the past but
could not be practically
implemented.

“Unemployment is a real-
ity in Uttarakhand but it is
also true that Uttarakhand
trains high quality hospitali-
ty professionals who work
in many States. It seems like
a vote-catching phrase in
the election season,” Mr.

The APTRANSCO invites bids

http:/lapeprocurement.gov.in
DIPR 392PP/CL, Dt.24.09.2021

TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF

ANDHRA PRADESH LTD.

No.APT-e-65/21-22 for “(i) 132 KV SS Hamsavaram (Automation)
and (ji) LILO of 132 KV Pithapuram — Koruprolu SC Line (2KM) to
Hamsavaram SS in East Godavari District” on turnkey basis. Available
on e-procurement site from 27.09.2021 at 5:00PM. Note: office
inviting bids CE/Zone/Visakhapatnam. Further details can be seen at

APTRANSCO, VISAKHAPATNAM ZONE

online for the works with Spec

Sd/- CHIEF ENGINEER

TENDER cum REVERSE AUCTION NOTIFICATION
Roc.No.TTD-83021(31)/93,/2021-CMO.

@ TIRUMALA TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS:TIRUPATI

Online Tenders are invited from reputed outsourcing man power agency for

supply of Medical & Para-Medical Outsourcing Personnel belonging to

Hindu Religion only, to work at Sri Padmavathi Children Heart Centre,

S.V.Pranadana Trust, TTD, Tiurpati for a period of one year. There will be

tender cum Reverse Auction Procedure. For tender terms & conditions and

other details visit web site http://tender.ap.eprocurement.gov.in. The

tenderschedule can be down loaded from the above web site.

o Bid download start date: 27-09-2021 at 08.00 a.m.

e Bid submission closing date: 05-10-2021 at 05.00 p.m.
Tender ID:447154. Contact Phone Number: 0877-2264371/ 4681.

Roc.No.PR4/13934/Adv.No.174/PRO/2021/Dated:26-09-2021
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Nautiyal said.
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Going digital for better  ‘India needs 4-5 more banks like SBI
health solutions: Centre

PM Digital Health Mission will be rolled out today

et 3
Antibodies in 73.5% of
Odisha population: study
BHUBANESWAR

A sero-survey conducted
jointly by the Regional
Medical Research Centre,
Bhubaneswar and State
Health and Family Welfare
department has found
community sero-prevalence
at 73.5% in Odisha. This
means close to three-fourth
of the population surveyed in
12 districts of Odisha have
developed anti-bodies
against SARS-CoV-2 virus.

Carcass of tiger found in
Dudhwa Tiger Reserve
LAKHIMPUR KHIRI (U.P.)

A tiger was found dead in the
Mailani range of Dudhwa
Tiger Reserve on Sunday,
officials said. It is estimated
to be around two years old
and the carcass was found
alongside the Gola-Pilibhit
road, Field Director of
Dudhwa Tiger Reserve Sanjay
Kumar Pathak said. All vital
organs were intact, he said,
adding that there were some
abrasion marks. “The tigress
might have died in a road
accident or due to fighting,”
Mr. Pathak said. p1i

2 militants killed in
Jammu and Kashmir
SRINAGAR

Two Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
militants were killed and a
militant of The Resistance
Front (TRF) was arrested in
two separate anti-militancy
operations in J&K on Sunday.
The police identified the slain
militants as Abid Rashid Dar
alias Hagani and Azad Ahmed
Shah. Two AK-47 rifles were
recovered from the site.

Chidambaram takes a
swipe at Modi's address
NEW DELHI

Former Union Finance
Minister P. Chidamabaram on
Sunday took a swipe at Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
address to the U.N. General
Assembly (UNGA) pointing
out that very few seats were
occupied and none applauded
the speech. "India's
Permanent Mission at the
U.N. has goofed up
massively," he tweeted.

Assam's rice wine Judima
recognised with Gl tag
GUWAHATI

Judima, the wine brewed by
the Dimasa community in
Assam, has been awarded the
geographical indication (Gl)
tag. This wine made from rice
and a certain herb is the first
beverage from the
north-eastern region to earn
the honour.

Correction

The authors of the Open
Page Web article “A policy
note that renders POCSO
Act vague” published on
September 26 are Nancy
Thomas and Alamu R., and
not as mentioned in the
“More on the Web” pointer
on Open Page in print. The
error is regretted.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will launch the Prad-
han Mantri Digital Health
Mission (PM-DHM) on Sep-
tember 27 via video confe-
rencing. Currently, the PM-
DHM is being implemented
in a pilot phase in six Union
Territories.

According to a release is-
sued by the Central govern-
ment, the PM-DHM will
create a seamless online
platform through the provi-
sion of a wide range of data,
information and infrastruc-
ture services by leveraging
open, interoperable, stan-
dards-based digital systems,
while ensuring the security,
confidentiality and privacy
of health-related personal
information.

The Centre said the pro-
ject will enable access and
exchange of longitudinal
health records of citizens
with their consent. The mis-
sion aims to create interop-
erability within the digital
health ecosystem, similar to
the role played by the Un-

-

Online repository: Doctors across healthcare systems will be
able to access records after patient consent. sriLe pHoTO

ified Payments Interface in
revolutionising payments,
said the release, adding that
people can access health fa-
cilities more easily.

Unique id

“The key components of
PM-DHM include a health ID
for every citizen that will al-
so work as their health ac-
count, to which personal
health records can be linked
and viewed with the help of
a mobile application; a
Healthcare Professionals Re-
gistry (HPR) and Healthcare
Facilities Registries (HFR)
that will act as a repository

of all healthcare providers
across both modern and tra-
ditional systems of medi-
cine. This will ensure ease of
doing business for doctors/
hospitals and healthcare ser-
vice providers,” the release
added. PM-DHM Sandbox,
created as a part of the Mis-
sion, will act as a framework
for technology and product
testing that will help organi-
sations, including private
players intending to be a
part of the National Digital
Health Ecosystem, become a
‘Health Information Provid-
er’ or ‘Health Information
User’.

Finance Minister says access to banking should be improved through technology

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Union Finance and Corpo-
rate Affairs Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Sunday said
India would need four or
five more banks like the SBI
to support  economic
growth.

“The way in which the
economy is shifting to a dif-
ferent plane altogether, the
way in which industry is
adapting, so many new chal-
lenges keep arising. To ad-
dress these challenges, we
need not just more, but big-
ger banks,” she told bankers
at the 74th Annual General
Meeting of the Indian Banks’
Association (IBA) in Mum-
bai. A video of her speech
has been released by the
Press Information Bureau.

Exhorting the banking in-
dustry to imagine how bank-
ing has to be in the imme-
diate and long-term future,
she said, “If we look at post-
COVID scenario, India’s
banking contour will have to
be very unique to India,
where there has been an ex-
tremely successful adoption
of digitisation.”

Underlining the impor-
tance of seamless and inter-
connected digital systems in

GoM set up to rationalise GST rates

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Setting the stage for an over-
haul of the multiple tax
rates under the Goods and
Services Tax regime, the go-
vernment has tasked a
Group of Ministers (GoM),
led by Karnataka Chief Mi-
nister Basavaraj S. Bommai,
with proposing a rationali-
sation of tax rates and consi-
dering the merger of diffe-
rent tax slabs within two
months.

Currently, the GST re-
gime has five broad tax rate
slabs of zero, 5%, 12%, 18%

and 28%, with a cess levied
over and above the 28% on
some goods, and special
rates for items like precious
stones and diamonds.

Mr. Bommai’s seven-
member group constituted
by the Finance Ministry on
Friday includes West Bengal
Finance Minister Amit Mitra
and Kerala Finance Minister
K.N. Balagopal, as well as
GST Council members from
Goa, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh
and Rajasthan.

“The GoM shall review
the current tax slab rates
and recommend changes in

the same as may be needed
to garner required resourc-
es (and) review the current
rate slab structure of GST,
including special rates, and
recommend rationalisation
measures, including merger
of tax rate slabs, required
for a simpler rate structure
in GST,” the terms of refe-
rence for the GoM stated.
Maharashtra Deputy CM
Ajit Pawar has been made
the convenor of another
GoM on GST System Re-
forms, which will look at
tapping IT tools to minimise
tax evasion and make com-

pliance easier for taxpayers.
This group will subsume
two existing ministerial
groups on IT challenges and
revenue mobilisation owing
to the overlap in their man-
dates, the Ministry said.

The GoM includes seven
other Ministers, including
Tamil Nadu Finance Minis-
ter Palanivel Thiaga Rajan,
Haryana and Delhi Deputy
CMs Dushyant Chautala and
Manish Sisodia, as well as
Ministers representing And-
hra Pradesh, Odisha, Chhat-
tisgarh and Assam in the
Council.

Money matters: Union Bank of India MD Rajkiran Rai G.

presents a memento to Nirmala Sitharaman during the 74th
annual general meeting of Indian Banks' Association. =p1i

creating a sustainable fu-
ture, she said: “The long-
term future of Indian bank-
ing is going to be largely dri-
ven by digitised processes.”

She urged the IBA to im-
prove access to banking in
every district through a ra-
tionalised approach and op-
timal utilisation of digital
technologies.

To achieve this, she ad-
vised the IBA to carry out
digitised location-wise map-
ping of all bank branches for
every district.

“Almost  two-thirds of
nearly 7.5 lakh panchayats
have optical fibre connec-
tion. The IBA should consid-

Carcass of
tusker found
in Odisha river

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BHUBANESWAR
Odisha forest department
on Sunday recovered the
carcass of an elephant
which appears to be the
tusker that went missing
from Mundali barrage near
Cuttack two days ago, an
official said.

Two persons, including
a TV journalist who was co-
vering the rescue opera-
tion, died after their boat
capsized on Friday.

Proportion of all cancer cases higher in men: study

ICMR releases
report on status
in the country

BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN
NEW DELHI

The proportion of all cancer
cases was higher in men
(52.4%) than women (47.4%),
noted the Indian Council of
Medical Research’s (ICMR)
‘Clinicopathological Profile
of Cancers in India: A Report
of the Hospital Based Cancer
Registries, 2021’ released on
Sunday.

In women, gynaecological
cancers, including breast
cancer, comprised over half
of all cancers. Childhood (0-
14 years) cancers constitute
7.9% of all cancers.

The report said that can-

Cancer prevalence

Leukaemia (cancer of the blood and bone marrow) accounted
for nearly half the cases of cancer among children aged zero

to 14 from 2012 to 2019 (ALL FIGURES IN %)
pe o

Leukaemia 474 | 451
Malignant bone tumours 71 9.5
Lymphomas and reticuloendothelial 16.6 7.8
neoplasms

Central nervous system and miscellaneous 6.2 7.3
intracranial and intraspinal neoplasms

Soft-tissue sarcomas 59 6.9
Renal tumours 3.7 4.7
Sympathetic nervous system tumours 34 3.9

cers of the head and neck re-
gion accounted for nearly
one third (31.2%) of the can-
cers among men.

The highest proportion of
cancer from all sites was re-

ported in the 45 to 64 years
age group, except for pros-
tate cancer in men, which
was higher in those over 65
years.

A total of 13,32,207 cancer

cases were registered from
96 hospitals under the Na-
tional Cancer Registry Pro-
gramme (NCRP) during 2012-
19.

Of these, 6,10,084 cases
were included for analysis,
based on the completeness
and quality of data.

Site-specific cancer
The report further states that
out of the 6,10,084 cancers,
3,19,098 (52.4%) cancers
were reported in men, and
2,90,986 (47.6%) in women.
Cancers in sites associated
with tobacco use comprised
48.7% of cancers among men
and 16.5% among women.
“The relative proportion
of site-specific cancers was
higher in men than women,
except for thyroid cancer
(2.5% in women versus 1% in

men) and gallbladder cancer
(3.7% in women versus 2.2 %
in men),” the report said.
The report stated that ov-
er one-third of patients with
cancers of the tongue, la-
rynx, thyroid, corpus uteri,
kidney, bladder and retino-
blastoma had localised dis-
ease at the time of
presentation.
“Chemotherapy was the
most typical treatment mo-
dality for many cancers re-
gardless of the clinical extent
of disease at presentation,
including cancers of the liv-
er, gallbladder, stomach,
lung and childhood cancers.
Regardless of the organ site
and clinical extent, most
cancer patients were initiat-
ed on cancer-directed treat-
ment within 8 to 30 days of
diagnosis,” stated the report.

er this and conduct an exer-
cise and decide where banks
should have a physical pre-
sence and where we are able
to serve customers even
without a physical branch,”
she said.

Financial inclusion
“The IBA should take the in-
itiative and complement go-
vernment’s efforts for finan-
cial inclusion and enhancing
access to financial services,
especially in unserved and
under-served areas.”
Stressing on strengthen-
ing the UPI, the FM said: “In
the payment world today,
Indian UPI has actually

made a very big impression.
A RuPay card which was not
as glamorous as a foreign
card is now accepted in so
many parts of the world,
symbolic of India’s futuristic
digital payment intentions.”

“FinTech  understands
that UPI is its backbone. You
have to give it its flesh and
blood, you have to streng-
then UPIL,” she said.

The FM commended the
banks for executing amalga-
mation even during the pan-
demic, without causing dis-
ruption in services to
customers.

Lauding the efforts of the
IBA for having come togeth-
er for establishment of the
National Asset Reconstruc-
tion Company Ltd. and India
Debt Resolution Company
Ltd. she said the NARCL was
not a bad bank. “It is a for-
mulation which is intended
to clean up banks’ assets
and dispose of NPAs in a
speedy manner. Banks are
now able to raise money
from the market. Hence the
burden on the government
to recapitalise banks will be
less, this is how we want
banks to function — a lot
more professional, with a
changed mindset,” she said.

No one should be left out
of ‘circle of safety’: Modi

Vaccinate and follow norms, says PM

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday urged In-
dians to continue following
COVID-19 related protocol
and ensure high levels of
vaccination against the dis-
ease ahead of the festival
season.

In his monthly radio
broadcast, ‘Mann ki Baat’
Mr. Modi said that while re-
cord levels of vaccination
were taking place in India,
the efforts should be kept
up and no one should be left
out of the ‘circle of safety’ of
vaccination.

The broadcast had been
recorded before the Prime
Minister’s trip to the United
States, a fact shared by him.

“Team India is creating
several records daily on this
front. Several records have
been created in the vaccina-
tion drive that are being dis-
cussed globally,” he said, ad-
ding, “We not only have to
get the vaccine adminis-
tered when it’s our turn, but
we also have to ensure that
no one is left out of this cir-
cle of safety.”

Even after getting vacci-
nated, the necessary proto-
col had to be followed, Mr.
Modi said, adding that he
hoped once again that Team
India would keep the flag
flying high in this fight
against the  COVID-19
pandemic.

He made special refe-

Several records
have been created
in the vaccination
drive that are being
discussed globally

NARENDRA MODI
Prime Minister

©

rence to the festival of Dasa-
ra, and the festival season as
well. “The whole country is
also going to celebrate the
festival of victory over un-
truth by Maryada Purushot-
tam Shri Ram. But during
this festival we have to re-
member about one more
fight — that is the fight
against corona. Every In-
dian has an important role
in this fight,” he said.

Clean rivers

Alarge part of Mr. Modi’s ad-
dress was reserved for
World Rivers Day, and he
called for collective efforts
to keep rivers pollution-
free.

He mentioned the Nama-
mi Gange project for the
cleaning of the Ganga and
the e-auction of gifts given
to him, the proceeds of
which will accrue to the pro-
ject.

He also called for setting
a record in sale and pur-
chase of Khadi products on
Mahatma Gandhi’s birth an-
niversary on October 2, and
gave a push for the contin-
uation of the Swachch Bha-
rat Mission, for cleanliness
in public spaces.
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m ACROSS

1 A flask first, intend to get a jug (6)

4 Chinese women not seen cooking this dish (4,4)

9 American bibles? Yes, distributed in places of worship (6)
10 Organs of poor sold cheaply (3,1,4)
12 End of Carlson, snake around Chess board? It's true (4,4)
13 Delight as husband takes short time (6)

Display keystrokes of genius.
pe your andswers in our online grids.
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn
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15 Harry chose network to be well informed (4,3,5)

18 Trimmer gets cut rose, the nightly spectacle... (6,6)

21 ... all the movement is dangerous (6)

22 Tax collection breeds corruption (4,4)

24 'Terrier’ — this beer’s lost most of the fizz (8)

25 One of those who tend to fall in succession (6)

26 Ran as a gunman giving protection died (8)

27 He left his country before, took a plane (6)

= DOWN

1 Sally Lunn, say, gets some meat for the party (8)

2 He dumps a piece of cloth outside (8)
3 Get upset knowing it's end of half the rum (3,3,3,6)

5 Round up the bear (4)

6 Set thermostat where you can come out unscathed (7,3,5)

7 Sexy boy has to go up (6)

8 Complaint from flower covered girls (6)

11 Stuck to supplement, brought in here (7)

14 Colour that kept Lewis in place (7)

16 Diving lad not allowed in wading pools, perhaps (8)

17 He wrote volumes on loose woman and middlemen (8)

19 Evacuated, yes... half turned out to be a pollutant (3,3)

20 First human settlement in America — maybe true (6)

23 Controversial usage — at both ends it's lead (4)
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Lord’s birth in unique night

Andal, in Her Thiruppavai, refers to the night on which
Krishna was born as “Or iravu,” meaning it was a unique
night. What made it unique? It was the night when the One
without birth was born, elaborated V.S. Karunakarachariar
in a discourse. Krishna said in the Bhagavad Gita that for
those who seek moksha, He is the only hope. The One who
gave us this promise was born on that rainy night, thus mak-
ing it unique. Sage Parasara, in his Vishnu Purana, refers to
Krishna’s birth as the night on which the Sun that dispelled
the darkness of the world made His appearance. So, on this
night, one can say that the Sun shone at midnight!

The Supreme One is a parent to all. Yet He was born as a
child to human parents on this night, thereby making it un-
ique. That night the doors of the prison opened of their own
accord; chains binding Vasudeva fell off; except for a chosen
few, the rest of the world was asleep. In his Yadavabhyu-
daya, Vedanta Desika devotes several verses to describing
this night. The child that was born that night was unique
too. He spoke as soon as He was born! Devaki saw that her
child had four hands, and lotus-like eyes. The latter is a de-
fining feature of the Supreme One.

Even when the Lord took the Varaha avatara, His eyes
looked like lotuses, thus making Him the only boar ever
heard of that had lotus-like lovely eyes. Alavandar says Pu-
rushottama’s most distinguishing features are His lotus-like
eyes. Suka refers to the newborn Krishna as adbhutam baa-
lakam — the amazing boy. But why say balakam, when he
could have just said baala, which also means boy? ‘Ka’ refers
to Brahma. When Krishna was born, Brahma was seated in
the navel of the baby! So Suka uses the word baalakam to ref-
er to baby Krishna to indicate Brahma’s presence.

»
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After polls, German parties on tenterhooks

Surveys show Laschet’s CDU-CSU alliance with 24-25% of the vote, just behind Scholz’s SPD with 25-26%

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BERLIN

Chancellor Angela Merkel’s
conservatives and  the
centre-left Social Democrats
were running neck-and-neck
in Sunday’s vote to decide
her successor, exit polls
showed, in one of the most
unpredictable elections in
Europe’s biggest economy in
recent decades.

Surveys published on pu-
blic television after polling
stations closed at 6 p.m.
(1600 GMT) found Ms. Mer-
kel’s Christian Democratic
Union (CDU) with around 24-
25% of the vote, nearly tied
with the Social Democratic
Party, known by the German
acronym SPD, on 25-26%.

Two men are jostling for
Ms. Merkel’s job — Finance
Minister and Vice-Chancel-
lor Olaf Scholz, 63, of the
SPD, and Mr. Laschet, 60, of
the CDU-CSU bloc.

Given the high proportion
of voters who mailed in their

Over 50 dead
in Yemen
fighting

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
DUBAI

At least 50 Houthi rebels
and Yemeni pro-govern-
ment troops have been
killed as fighting intensifies
for the city of Marib, a key
battleground of the seven-
year conflict, military
sources said on Sunday.

Hundreds of fighters
have died this month alone
after the Iran-backed re-
bels renewed their cam-
paign for Marib, the go-
vernment’s last stronghold
in the oil-rich north.

“In the past 48 hours, 43
Houthi fighters were killed,
mostly in coalition air-
strikes”, a source said.

New phase: CDU leader Armin Laschet and wife Susanne
Laschet casting their vote in Aachen on Sunday. =reuters

ballot, the final results could
still turn up surprises in the
course of the night.

With the race in dead-
heat, the SPD swiftly staked
its claim with general secre-
tary Lars Klingbeil saying his
party “clearly has the man-
date to govern”.

With the conservatives
staring down the barrel of
their worst result since the

Taliban ask airlines to resume international flights -

Second World War, CDU se-
cretary Paul Ziemiak admit-
ted that the “losses are bitter
compared to the last elec-
tion” in 2017, when the CDU-
CSU notched up 33%.

But Mr. Laschet warned
that the jury was still out on
which party triumphed, as
he said that he would “do
everything we can to build a
government led by the (con-

servative) Union”.

Sunday’s epochal election
ushers in the end of 16 years
in power for Ms. Merkel and
thrusts Germany, a byword
for stability, into a new pe-
riod of political uncertainty.

Forming coalition govt.
With the CDU-CSU and the
SPD each seeking to form go-
verning coalitions in a race
for power, Germany was up
for a rocky few months that
could blunt it on the interna-
tional stage for some time.

The SPD, Germany’s ol-
dest party, were polling so
badly just a few months back
that many had written off the
possibility that it may even
be in the next government.

But Mr. Scholz, a colour-
less but competent former
Mayor of Hamburg, now
stands a chance of becoming
the first SPD Chancellor
since Gerhard Schroeder,
who lost to Ms. Merkel in a
close contest in 2005.

The conservatives, mean-
while, could be headed for
their worst post-war score
even though their candidate
Mr. Laschet went into the
race in the summer as the
clear favourite to grab the
top job in Europe's biggest
economy.

But his popularity began
to wane after a series of blun-
ders over the summer, in-
cluding being caught on
camera laughing in the back-
ground during a tribute to
the victims of devastating
floods in Germany.

In the meantime, Mr.
Scholz saw his ratings begin
to rise as he avoided making
such embarrassing mistakes.

With polls predicting a de-
vastating defeat for Mr. Las-
chet, the conservatives trot-
ted out their biggest asset —
Ms. Merkel. Her involvement
in the campaign helped the
CDU-CSU stem a drop in
popularity in the last days of
the campaign.

In letter to Taiwan Opposition,
Xi warns of ‘grim’ situation

He urges KMT to collaborate under a ‘shared political vision’

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TAIPEI

Chinese President Xi Jinping
warned that relations bet-
ween Beijing and Taipei
were “grim” on Sunday, urg-
ing the island’s main Opposi-
tion party to help seek “un-
ification of the country.”

China views self-ruled de-
mocratic Taiwan as part of
its territory and vows to re-
take it one day, by force if
necessary.

Mr. Xi has become the
most bellicose leader since
Mao Zedong, describing the
seizure of the island as
“inevitable.”

New leader

In a congratulatory letter to
Eric Chu — the newly elected
leader of the Beijing-friendly
Kuomintang (KMT) party —
Mr. Xi said the Chinese Com-
munist Party and the KMT

Government promises full cooperation, says all problems at the Kabul airport have been resolved

REUTERS
KABUL

The Taliban government in
Afghanistan appealed on
Sunday for international
flights to be resumed, pro-
mising full cooperation with
airlines and saying that pro-
blems at Kabul airport had
been resolved.

The statement from the
Foreign Affairs Ministry
comes as the new adminis-
tration has stepped up ef-
forts to open up the country
and gain international accep-
tance following the collapse
of the Western-backed go-
vernment last month.

A limited number of aid
and passenger flights have

Swiss voters say big ‘yes’
to same-sex marriage

64% back the move, on a 52% turnout

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
GENEVA

Nearly two-thirds of Swiss
voters backed the govern-
ment’s plan to introduce
same-sex marriage in a refe-
rendum held on Sunday,
with campaigners calling it a
historic day for gay rights in
Switzerland.

With results in from 20 of
the wealthy Alpine nation’s
23 cantons, 64% of voters
backed the move, on a 52%
turnout.

Switzerland was one of
the last countries in western
Europe where same-sex
marriage remained illegal.

The government’s “mar-
riage for all” proposals were
challenged by opponents,
who successfully triggered a
referendum.

“The Swiss have dropped
a massive ‘yes’ into the bal-
lot box,” Olga Baranova, a
spokeswoman for the “yes”
committee, said.

[celand elects Europe’s first women-majority Parliament -

She was at a restaurant in
the Swiss capital Bern host-
ing the “yes” campaign’s ce-
lebrations — decked out in
balloons in the rainbow co-
lours — where drag artist
Mona Gamie sang Edith
Piaf’s “Hymn to Love” to
rapturous applause. “Today
does not change my coun-
try,” Ms. Baranova said.

“Today reflects the
change of mentality over
the last 20 years. It is really
the reflection of a very
broad and very important
acceptance of LGBT people
in society.”

Switzerland decriminal-
ised homosexuality in 1942,
but numerous local and re-
gional police forces conti-
nued to keep “gay regis-
ters”, some into the early
1990s.

Same-sex couples can al-
ready register a civil part-
nership, with around 700
established each year.

UAE at the airport in Kabul on September 15. =arp

been operating from the air-
port. But normal commer-
cial services have yet to res-
ume since it was closed in
the wake of the chaotic evac-

uation of tens of thousands
of foreigners and vulnerable
Afghans that followed the Ta-
liban’s seizure of the capital.

The airport, which was

damaged during the evacua-
tion, has since been reo-
pened with the assistance of
technical teams from Qatar
and Turkey.

While some airlines, in-
cluding Pakistan Internation-
al Airlines, have been offer-
ing limited services and
some people have been able
to get places on flights, pric-
es are reportedly many times
higher than normal.

Afghans stranded

Foreign Ministry spokesman
Abdul Qahar Balkhi said the
suspension of international
flights had left many Afghans
stranded abroad and also
prevented people from tra-

velling for work or study.

“As the problems at Kabul
International Airport have
been resolved and the air-
port is fully operational for
domestic and international
flights, the IEA assures all air-
lines of its full cooperation,”
he said, using an abbrevia-
tion for Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan, the Taliban’s term
for their new government.

Since taking power, the
Taliban have grappled with a
severe economic crisis and
have faced pressure on is-
sues ranging from girls’ edu-
cation to allegations of repri-
sals against former officials
and others associated with
the previous government.

Panic-buying: Motorists queue to refuel their cars outside a petrol station in London on Saturday, after oil firms reported a
shortage of drivers to transport petrol. Transport Minister Grant Shapps urged Britons to behave normally when buying petrol,
saying there was no shortage. The government says it will issue short-term work visas to bring in foreign lorry drivers. =arp

A day after the general election, ruling left-right coalition secures a majority; PM’s future in doubt

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
REYKJAVIK

Iceland on Sunday became
the first country in Europe to
have more women than men
in Parliament, a day after a
general election that saw the
left-right coalition win a
clear majority.

Of the 63 seats in the Alth-
ing parliament, 33 were won
by women, or 52%, projec-
tions based on the final re-
sults showed on Sunday.

No other European coun-
try has had more than 50%
women lawmakers, with
Sweden coming closest at
47%, according to data com-
piled by the World Bank.

Around the world, five
other countries currently
have Parliaments where wo-
men hold at least half the
seats, according to the Inter-
Parliamentary Union: Rwan-
da (61%), Cuba (53%), Nicara-
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Women to the fore: Iceland's PM Katrin Jakobsdottir speaking
to the media persons on Saturday. =arp

gua (51%) and Mexico and
the United Arab Emirates
(50%).

No quota

Unlike some other coun-
tries, Iceland does not have
legal quotas on female repre-
sentation in Parliament,
though some parties do re-
quire a minimum number of

»

candidates be women.

The Nordic country has
long been a pioneer in gen-
der equality and women’s
rights, and has topped the
World Economic Forum’s
ranking of most egalitarian
countries for the past 12
years.

Iceland was the first coun-
try to elect a woman as Presi-

dent in 1980.

While Prime Minister Ka-
trin Jakobsdottir’s left-right
coalition won a majority in
Saturday’s vote, it remained
to be seen whether the three
parties would continue to
govern together.

The coalition has brought
Iceland four years of stability
after a decade of political
crises, but Ms. Jakobsdottir’s
Left-Green Movement
emerged weakened after los-
ing ground to its right-wing
partners, which both posted
strong showings.

The Left-Green Move-
ment, the conservative Inde-
pendence Party and the
centre-right Progressive Par-
ty together won 37 of 63
seats in Parliament, up from
the 33 they held before the
vote.

But the Left-Green Move-
ment itself won only eight

seats, three fewer than in
2017, raising questions about
Ms. Jakobsdottir’s future as
Prime Minister.

Eyeing the top job

The largest party remained
the Independence Party,
whose leader Bjarni Bene-
diktsson — the current Fi-
nance Minister and a former
PM — has been eyeing Ms. Ja-
kobsdottir’s job.

It won almost a quarter of
votes and hung on to its 16
seats. However, the elec-
tion’s big winner was the
centre-right Progressive Par-
ty, which gained five seats to
13.

After four years of conces-
sions on all sides to keep the
peace within the coalition, it
is conceivable that the two
right-wing parties may want
to try to form a government
without the Left Greens.

Xi Jinping

should collaborate under a
“shared political basis.”

“In the past our two par-
ties insisted on ‘1992 consen-
sus’ and opposing ‘Taiwan
independence’... to promote
peaceful developments in
cross-strait relations,” Mr. Xi
said in the letter released by
the KMT.

“At present the situation
in the Taiwan Strait is com-
plex and grim,” he said, urg-

ing the parties to jointly seek
peace and “the unification
of the country.”

Ties between Taiwan and
China improved markedly
under former president Ma
Ying-jeou of the KMT bet-
ween 2008 and 2016, culmi-
nating with a landmark
meeting between Mr. Xi and
him in Singapore in 2015.

The KMT has side-
stepped frictions with China
by accepting the so-called
1992 consensus — a tacit
agreement that there is only
“one China” without specify-
ing whether Beijing or Tai-
pei is its rightful representa-
tive.

In response, Mr. Chu said
in a letter to Mr. Xi that the
two sides should “seek com-
mon ground and respect
their differences” to pro-
mote peace and stability in
the Taiwan Strait.

Israeli troops kill five
Palestinians in gun battle

Raids on Hamas cell spark gunfight

ASSOCIATED PRESS
JERUSALEM

Israeli troops conducted a
series of arrest raids against
suspected Hamas militants
across the occupied West
Bank early on Sunday,
sparking a pair of gun bat-
tles, in which five Palesti-
nians were killed and two Is-
raeli soldiers were seriously
wounded.

It was the deadliest vio-
lence between Israeli forces
and Palestinian militants in
the West Bank in several
weeks. The region has seen
an increase in fighting in re-
cent months, with tensions
fuelled by Israeli settlement
construction, heightened
militant activity in the
northern West Bank and the
aftermath of a bloody war
between Israel and Hamas
militants in the Gaza Strip
last May.

‘Immediate threats’
Israeli officials said they had
been tracking the Hamas
militants for several weeks
and that the raids were
launched in response to im-
mediate threats.

Israeli Prime Minister
Naftali Bennett said the mil-
itants were about to carry
out attacks “in real time.”
He praised the Israeli forces,
saying they acted “as ex-
pected. They engaged the
enemy and we back them
completely.”

Lt. Col. Amnon Shefler,
an Israeli army spokesper-
son, said Israeli forces came
under fire while carrying
out the arrest raids. He said
at least four Hamas opera-
tives were killed and several
others were arrested in the
overnight operation.

The Palestinian Health
Ministry said two Palesti-
nians were shot dead near
the northern West Bank city
of Jenin and three others
were killed in Biddu, north

of Jerusalem. The Israeli mil-
itary said an officer and sol-
dier suffered serious inju-
ries during the arrest in
Burqgin, near Jenin, and
were airlifted to a hospital
for medical treatment.

Hamas confirmed that
four of the dead were mem-
bers of the Islamic militant
group. Palestinian officials
said a 16-year-old boy was al-
so among the dead, though
it was not immediately
known if he was a militant.

The Palestinian Authori-
ty, which administers semi-
autonomous areas in the
West Bank, condemned the
killings and said the Israeli
government was “fully and
directly responsible for this
bloody morning and the
crimes committed by the oc-
cupation forces.”

But Hamas also criticized
the Palestinian Authority,
which maintains security
coordination with Israel in a
shared struggle against the
Islamic group.

Hamas spokesman Abdu-
latif al-Qanou said that re-
cent meetings between Pal-
estinian President
Mahmoud Abbas and Israeli
officials “encouraged the oc-
cupation again to pursue
the resistance.”

Lawmaker released
Hamas, which rules the Ga-
za Strip after seizing it from
the Palestinian Authority in
2007, praised those killed as
“heroic martyrs.”

Also on Sunday, Israel re-
leased Khalida Jarrar, a pro-
minent Palestinian lawmak-
er, after nearly two years in
prison. Mr. Jarrar, a senior
figure in the Popular Front
for the Liberation of Pales-
tine, has been in and out of
Israeli prisons for years — of-
ten without being charged.

The PFLP has an armed
wing and is considered a ter-
rorist group by Israel.

Myanmar military blames
rebels for Internet blackouts

It says protesters destroyed communication towers

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BANGKOK

Myanmar’s junta has denied
suspending the Internet in
conflict-wracked regions,
blaming a recent spate of da-
ta blackouts on anti-coup
protesters who had des-
troyed military-owned com-
munications towers.

The Southeast Asian
country has been in chaos
since the military toppled
Aung San Suu Kyi’s govern-
ment in February, triggering
huge democracy protests.

Some in the anti-coup
movement formed local “pe-
ople’s defence forces” in
their townships to fight
back, and in recent weeks
destroyed several communi-
cations towers belonging to

military-owned Mytel in
western Chin state.

Reports of an Internet
and data blackout — particu-
larly in regions where local
defence forces and the mili-
tary are locked in conflict —
emerged soon after.

The junta’s Foreign Minis-
try on Saturday denied that
the State was responsible.
“In fact, the recent Internet
connections were disrupted
due to the terrorist acts,
such as destroying of com-
munication towers by terro-
rist groups,” the Ministry
said.

“The Ministry urged some
foreign missions in Yangon
to thoroughly verify infor-
mation before making

statements.”

Post-coup Myanmar is no
stranger to Internet black-
outs, with the junta impos-
ing one in the early hours of
February 1 as soldiers arrest-
ed Ms. Suu Kyi and other top
politicians from her National
League for Democracy par-
ty.

A nationwide mobile data
blackout was also imposed
during the nighttime hours
in the weeks following the
powergrab.

On Sunday, anti-coup
fighters told AFP that tele-
communications services in
Pinlebu, Kawlin and Wuntho
townships in northern Saga-
ing region — where clashes
with the military have been
fierce — were down since the
early hours of the day.
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ASK US

N. SREE KANTH

Q. Arelative of mine, a senior citizen and a
family pensioner, has interest income from
post office small savings schemes such as
Post Office MIS, FD, NSC and Senior Citizens
Savings Scheme. | am told she is not eligible
for standard deduction but that she can
deduct 33% from her pension. | am also
informed that exemption of interest up to
50,000 is applicable only to bank deposits
and not to investments made by my relative.
Please clarify.

T. K. KANNAN

A. In case of family pension, standard
deduction is not available. However, 1/3rd
portion of the family pension received or
¥15,000, whichever is less, will be treated as
exempt.

The remaining portion of the family
pension will be taxed under the head 'Income
from Other Sources.'

TDS is not required to be deducted by
banks, co-operative societies and post office
if the interest payable to such senior citizen
is less than 50,000 in one assessment year.

Further, in the case of banks and
co-operative societies, the limit of ¥50,000
will be available for each branch in cases
where deposits are maintained in different
branches.

Q. I purchased a plot of residential land
during the FY 2004-05 for 8 lakh. I sold the
same plot in October 2020 for ¥1.57 crore.
The purchaser deducted TDS of 0.75% on
the sale value. How much will be the capital
gains on this transaction?

If linvest the capital gains amount in a
bank’s capital gains account, can | claim
refund of the TDS amount deducted on the
sale proceeds?

I purchased a flat for 20 lakh in 2007 and |
do not have any other property in my name.

N.R.B. PATNAIK

A. Sale of immovable property in the form of
land will be termed a 'Capital Asset' and the
ensuing gain/loss from the sale transaction is
termed as 'Long Term Capital Gain/Loss' as
the period of holding is above 24 months.

The capital gains is computed in the
following manner — the
first limb will
consist of
selling price less
brokerage. Also,
if the selling price is
lesser than the
guideline value,
then the
guideline value
is to be replaced
with the selling
price.

Kindly check
with the
registrar's office
in order to
ascertain the
guideline value of
the property for the
corresponding address/survey number.

The second limb will consist of purchase
cost plus registration costs which is to be
adjusted with inflation (indexation). This is to
be done with the aid of Cost Inflation Index
(Cl) released by the I-T department every
assessment year. If you have incurred any
cost of improvement, then the same can also
be added along with the purchase cost
(adjusted with ClI, if applicable).

If the difference between the first and
second limbs is positive, it is Capital Gains
and if not, it is Capital Loss. Long Term
Capital Gains attract 20% tax plus applicable
surcharge and cess. In case of loss, the same
can be carried forward for 8 assessment
years and be adjusted with any future Long
Term Capital Gains.

The TDS so deducted by the buyer can be
adjusted with the corresponding tax payable.
You may choose to avail exemption under
Section 54F (reinvestment in house property)
or 54EC (investment in capital gains bond
scheme); in case the value of the investment
under the aforementioned exemptions are
higher than the Capital Gains, you may claim
the refund of the TDS, if you do not have any
other source of income. You may also choose
to deposit the proceeds into a Capital Gains
Deposit Scheme and invest the proceeds
within the time limits prescribed under the
respective exemption provisions and claim
the refund of the TDS deducted for this
assessment year in case you do not have any
other source of income.

Q. My wife and | are aged 70 and 72
respectively. We are both individual income
tax assessees and have a single medical
insurance policy having an equal sum
insured. Since mine happens to be the first
name in the policy, the policy and Section
80D certificates are issued in my name.
Suppose my wife, whose name is second in
the policy, pays the insurance premium, is
she eligible to claim the deduction under
Section 80D, even if the 80D certificate is
issued in my name?

As both are senior citizens, can she deduct
up to ¥1,00,000 under Section 80D or is it
restricted to ¥50,000 even if the premium in
this case is say, ¥65,0007? Please clarify.

L. PARAMAHAMSAN
A Under Section 80D of the Income Tax Act,

= GETTYIMAGES/ISTOCK

JOYDEEP SEN

We all have our personal fi-
nance and investments to man-
age, and with that at the back of
our mind, we take in informa-
tion that is relevant for our pur-
poses, or we think is relevant.
Especially in today’s age, we
receive a plethora of informa-
tion. It comes through new-
spapers, television channels
‘breaking news, various apps
on our mobile phones, social
media, people we meet or talk
to and the like. The fast pace of
and multifarious sources of in-
formation available to us is a be-
nefit bestowed by technology.

When a filter is key

However, the overdose also
means that we have to apply a
filter somewhere. Applying a fil-
ter does not mean we have to
close ourselves to the benefit
that technology is bringing to
us; we have to keep our eyes
and ears open. But, there is a li-
mit to which we can retain data,
process it and apply it usefully.
Unless you are a fund manager,
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ocus on information, action

Investors must sift from the info avalanche to home in on the right decision

analyst or other professional as-
sociated with finance or invest-
ments, you have limited time
and energy bandwidth for data
relevant for your investments.

You have to decide which da-
ta points are relevant for you,
and hence declutter your mind
space. Data becomes useful in-
formation only when you put it
to productive use. To make
sense of the various financial
data hitting us, let us bucket
these into categories.

One is information that
comes every day e.g. Nifty and
Sensex movement, 10-year go-
vernment security yields and
oil price movement. Next,
events that happen from time
to time in the market, economy,
governments and corporates.
Then, there are views and opi-
nions voiced by experts and so-
metimes, non-experts, in me-
dia. The other bucket of data is
where you get to receive deeper
or analytical pieces of informa-

tion, such as company balance
sheets, corporate earnings
growth and the government’s
fiscal situation. The other as-
pect to consider for bucketing
data into relevant and not-so-
relevant is your set of goals.
Assuming you are not a fi-
nance professional, it all comes
down to (a) whether you are do-
ing the analysis yourself (DIY)
or have given it to a profession-
al fund manager such as a mu-
tual fund or PMS (b) whether
you are taking inputs from a
professional adviser (c) how
much time and bandwidth you
have for tracking and analysing
the data and (d) to what extent
or depth you want to analyse.
If your funds are managed by
a professional or if you are or
advised by one, you need to
track only the broad develop-
ments just to be aware which
way the economy and market is
going and you are in a position
to understand the background

Has your financial well-being improved?

Appreciate the increase in your wealth that a favourable market has made possible

VENKATESH BANGARUSWAMY

The stock market has seen un-
precedented levels since the
crash last March. But has your
financial well-being improved?
By financial well-being, we
mean your state of happiness
based on the level of your
wealth. In this article, we dis-
cuss why a stock market that is
trending up does not automati-
cally translate into improved fi-
nancial well-being.

Relative wealth
Absolute levels of income mat-
ter till our basic needs are met.
Thereafter, how happy we are
with our lifestyle and income
levels depend on how where we
rank in the pecking order with
our friends and relatives. This
behaviour, perhaps, also ex-
plains our continual desire to
chase returns.

You prefer active funds, not
passive funds, even though

your objective is to achieve a
goal and not chase returns. Si-
milarly, you want high interest-
income products, not relatively
stable low-return bank depo-
sits. Cryptocurrencies would
certainly be one of your favou-
rite if not for the lack of regula-
tion in that market. This kind of
behaviour has a bearing on our
financial well-being.

The stock market has moved
10,000 points since February;
that is nearly 130% return on
the Nifty index. If you are a typ-
ical person, your wealth may
not have kept pace with this un-
precedented rise.

Why? You may have taken
quick profits each time the mar-
ket rallied in the fear that it may
decline. Then, there is the pos-
sibility that your returns pale in
comparison with those of your
friends and relatives. For these
reasons, you could suffer re-
gret, despite earning more pro-
fit than you did in the earlier

of the advice and ask the right
questions of your adviser.

Next come data points.
There are events that happen
from time to time. These are
not in your control; what is, is
your portfolio. While you ab-
sorb all the news, your perspec-
tive should be whether it is so
significant to warrant a change
in your investments or does it
serve as another point of aware-
ness. It is not about the ‘hea-
dline’ which is designed to
make it sound earth shattering,
but about the real import.

Relevance to context

As an illustration of the data
and discussion points men-
tioned above, till March 2020,
the fashionable point of discus-
sion was economic slowdown.
In a simple and real sense, eco-
nomic slowdown refers to the
economy slowing down. Even
then, GDP growth rate was pos-
itive, only that the growth rate

Smile, please: If money does not improve happiness, then you are
not spending it right. =GeTTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

years! And that could adversely
impact your financial well-be-
ing. So, what should you do?

Reducing stress

One side to your financial well-
being is your actual wealth. The
other side is what you do with
it. True, savings are important

to protect your financial well-
being in the future. But savings
need not come at the cost of de-
nying yourself some pleasure in
the present. If you have earned
more profit than you expected
on your trading portfolio, then
spend some to improve your fi-
nancial well-being. If the mo-

was slower than earlier. In the
quarter ended June 2020, GDP
actually contracted significant-
ly i.e. it was a slowdown in the
real sense. It was not slower
growth, it was a shrinkage of
the actual economy. However,
between April and June 2020,
too few discussed the slow-
down as the experts changed
their priority to the medical
emergency and how to manage
the pandemic better.

Even if you had soaked in the
intellectualisation of the ‘slow-
down’ till March 2020, apart
from engaging discussions and
viewpoints, how did it impact
your investment portfolio?

There would have been im-
pact, but as an action point on
your part, it would have been li-
mited to minor tweaks in the
portfolio. If your money is with
mutual funds, or you are taking
inputs from a professional ad-
viser, they would be doing the
tweaks anyway, based on their

ney does not improve your hap-
piness, you are not spending it
right. Many opine that spend-
ing on experiences is better
than spending on material
goods. That is because the ex-
perience stays with you for
long. The same is not the case
with material goods, the argu-
ment goes.

You get used to deriving hap-
piness from your recent phone
or car or even colonial furni-
ture. This argument is based on
a concept called hedonic adap-
tation. You ‘adapt’ to your new
acquisition and, therefore, your
level of happiness (hedonic)
stabilises after a while.

But there is a flip side to this
argument. You could spend on
passion assets — collectibles
such as art, paintings and an-
tiques. These assets combine
the buying experience (online
auctions, for instance) with the
pleasure of owning material
goods. In any case, spending on
experiences may not be possi-
ble because of the pandemic-re-
lated travel restrictions.

Conclusion
Markets that are trending up-
ward can be very unnerving.

reading of the situation.

Net-net, when you come
across the multiple data points,
events and opinions, initially
approach it with an open mind,
but then apply filters. The first
filter is, whether it is relevant or
not. If not, do not burden your
head with it. That is noise.

If relevant, question whether
it only raises awareness or
helps raise queries to your ad-
viser. This is useful informa-
tion. If there is some truly sig-
nificant development, it may
impact your investment portfo-
lio and may be a call to action.

However, such develop-
ments do not occur so frequent-
ly that you have to tweak your
portfolio every day. Your invest-
ments are for the long term and
some event or the other will
happen every day. For your dai-
ly purposes, you have to choose
data points that will populate
your indicator panel. While
driving, you can only focus on
so much and you change course
when the event is a key one.

(The writer is a corporate
trainer and author)

The emotional stress of not
keeping with the market re-
turns can hurt your financial
well-being.

The feeling of not keeping up
with your peers and friends can
be even more harmful. Sure,
you can buy luxury products
and services and acquire more
passion assets to improve your
financial well-being. But you al-
so must work hard to be able to
afford such spending.

This, perhaps, explains why
having more wealth does not
necessarily bring happiness;
the happiness from spending is,
perhaps, neutralised by the
need to do work that you may
not necessarily enjoy.

Yet, if money is important
(and it certainly is for most of
us), our perception needs to
change. Shifting the frame of re-
ference from peers to our past
self could help.

So, appreciate the increase
in your wealth because of the
favourable market. That could
be a step towards improving
your financial well-being.

(The writer offers training
programmes for individuals to
manage their personal invest-
ments)
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1961, senior citizens are allowed a deduction SMALL FINANCE BANKS Dhanlaxmi Bank 550 515 530 5.40 PUBLIC SECTOR BANKS Dhanlaxmi Bank 7.85-9.00  7.85-9.00  7.85-9.00
of up to ¥50,000 towards the medical Bandhan Bank 550 550 525 5.0 : Tamilnad Mercantile Bank 8.25 8.25 8.25
insurance premium paid by them for Utkarsh Small Finance Bank 6.75 625 6.00 6.00 HDFC Bank 5,50 490 515 530 Punjab & Sind Bank 6.65-7.60  6.65-7.60  6.65-7.60 : Bandhan Bank 8.50-11.75 8.50-11.25  8.75-11.25
themselves and their family (spouse and Suryoday Small Finance Bank ~ 7.00  6.50  7.00  6.75 ICICI Bank 550 490 515 535 State Bank of India# 6.70-7.50  6.95-7.65  7.05-7.75 : RBLBank 10.20-12.80 10.20-10.70  9.50-10.00
depender]t chﬂdren). ) Ujjivan Small Finance Bank 650 600 650 625 DBS Bank 550 425 550 550 Bank of Baroda 6.75-810  675-810 675-810 !
X DEdUCtlon_Wlth respec_t to medical . Jana Small Finance Bank 6.75 6.25 6.50 6.50 Jammu & Kashmir Bank 5.30 5.10 5.30 5.30 Union Bank of India 6.80-7.60 6.90-7.65 6.90-7.65 : HOUSING FINANCE COMPANIES (HFCS)
Lnsuranﬁe p_é"d b)]/c ¥|c|,)'ur V;I']Ife can be Clamwd[ by Equitas Small Finance Bank 6.50 6.35 6.35 6.25 Punjab National Bank 6.55-7.50 6.55-7.65 6.55-7.75 LIC Housing 6.66-7.60 6.66-7.80 6.90-7.90
er at the time of filing her ITR. You may also Fincare Small Finance Bank 675 560 625  6.75 HUBLICISEGIORIBANKS Central Bank of India ~ 6.85-7.30  6.85-7.30  6.85-7.30 : e
request your insurer to provide an 80D : h ) : HDFClLtd. 6.75-7.50  7.00-7.75  7.10-7.85
. . . ESAF Small Finance Bank 6.25 6.25 5.75 5.25 Union Bank of India 5.50 5.00 5.30 5.40 Bank of India 6.85-8.35 6.85-8.35 6.85-8.35 : o
certificate in your wife's name. ) B i Bajaj Finserv 6.75-8.25  6.75-8.25  6.75-8.25
A maximum amount of %50'000 can only AU Small Finance Bank 6.00 4.85 6.00 5.75 Canara Bank . 5.35 5.10 5.25 5.25 Canara Bank 6.90-8.90 6.90-8.90 6.90-8.90 { | Tata Capital 5670 26.70 5670
be claimed as deduction as the Limit Capital Small Finance Bank 6.25 6.00 6.00 6.00 State Bank of India 540 500 530 540 UCO Bank 6.90-7.00 6.90-7.00 6.90-7.00 : PNB Housing 735-9.35 735.9.55 7.70-9.55
prescribed is for self spouse and dependent Punjab & Sind Bank 5.30 5.05 5.30 5.30 Bank of Maharashtra 6.90-8.05 6.90-8.40 6.90-8.40 GIC Housing Finance >27.90 >27.90 >27.90
children in case of se'nior citizens. You may PRIVATE SECTOR BANKS Indian Bank 525 500 525 525 IDBI Bank* 6.95-10.05 6.95-10.05 6.95-10.05 : Repco Home Finance >_7'50 >_7'50 >_7'50
from the next financial year take individual DCB Bank 595 555 595 505 Bank of Baroda 525 490 510 525 Indian Bank** 680-7.30 680730 690740 L hiousing T -y TS
pol]c!es for gach other anc! make pa.yments R Rl 6T B0 6T B IDBI. Bank ‘ 5.40 5.05 5.40 5.25 Indian Overseas Bank 7.05 7.15 7.30 Aditya Birla Capital 9.00-12.50 9.00-12.50 9.00-12.50
individually in order to claim a maximum SBM Bank India 725 650 650 7.5 Punjab National Bank 225 B> 0RO 2 PRIVATE SECTOR BANKS © Reliance Home Finance  9.75-13.00 9.75-13.00 9.75-11.00
deduction of 50,000 in each case. susind Bani 600 600 600 600 Indian Overseas Bank 520 515 520 520 :
: : Indusind Bank J Y J Y - i :
(N. Sree Kanth is partner, GSS.& Associates, Nainital Bank 535 510 535 535 Bank of India 505 500 505 505 Kotak Mahindra Bank 6.50-7.25  6.50-7.25  6.50-7.25 %10 bps concession for women borrowers under limited period offer.
Chartered Accountants, Chennai) IFC Firet Bank cor 475 500 590 Bank of Maharashta 490 490 490  4.90 ICICI Bank A~ 675-7.30 675745  7.10-7.55 | Conditions apply.
| ’ ’ ’ Axis Bank 6.90-11.50  6.90-11.50 6.90-11.50 : s*Interest rate of 6.85%-7.00% p.a. offered under IND AWAS Scheme
Karur Vysya Bank 6.00 5.25 5.50 5.75 FOREIGN BANKS :
ANA B z 5 LooAn i %-7.55% p.a.
Readers can send in queriesonpersonalﬁnanceand CSB Bank 575 5.00 55 55 Deutsche Bant 65 185 450 625 HSBC Ban!( 6.90-7.00 6.90-7.00 6.90-7.00 : HLBT.lnterest rate range of 6.75%-7.55% p.a. for any loan
investing to moneywise@thehindu.co.in. Our experts Axis Bank 575 5.10 5.40 575 eutsche Bank . . . B South Indian Bank 7.25-10.00 7.25-10.00 7.25-10.00 : amount, with repayment from ICICI Bank Account
D aaa ; 9
who write on personal finance will answer these <oitRraan BT 6% =740 =150 TS HSBC Bank 4.00 3.10 4.00 4.00 Karur Vysya Bank 7.15-9.35 7.15-9.35 7.15-9.35 : HLBTl offered at an |nFerest rate of 6.55% p.a.
queries. Moneywise will not give specific Tamilnad Mercantile Bank 560 550 525 5.5 CitiBank 350 275 350  3.50 Karnataka Bank 7.50-8.75  7.50-8.75  7.50-8.85 : # A premium of 15 bps will be added to the Card Rate for Non-Sala-
recommendations for investment in a particular Federal Bank 7.65-7.70  7.70-7.75  7.75-7.80 . ried Customers.
mutual fund scheme, share or fixed deposit. KaihatakalBanc 5.60 520 5.50 550 Rates as on September 21 : Rates as on September 22 Source: Paisabazaar.com
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Masterstroke: Ravindra Jadeja dealt some meaty blows to
control the outcome of a match that could have gone

either way. ssportzpics/ipL

! Super Kings pull off a thrilling last-ball victory

Jadeja’'s power-hitting saves the day after the Knight Riders bowlers muscle their way in to disrupt a smooth chase

SCOREBOARD

SPORTS BUREAU

n a thrilling last-ball finish,

Ravindra Jadeja’s eight-ball
22 (2x4, 2x6) helped Chen-
nai Super Kings beat Kolkata
Knight Riders by two wickets
in the Indian Premier
League match at Abu Dhabi
on Sunday.

Chasing 172 for victory,
openers Ruturaj Gaikwad
and Faf du Plessis set the
platform for CSK with a 74-
run stand before the chase
lost momentum.

Twist in the tale
The Chennai side was cruis-
ing at 101/1 after 11 overs
when Prasidh Krishna re-
moved du Plessis.

The wicket brought KKR
back into the game strongly
thanks to a few tight overs
from Varun Chakaravarthy
(1/22), leaving CSK needing
26 off the last two overs.

Prasidh, who had given
just 19 runs from his first
three overs, started the 19th

over well with two yorkers to
left-handers Jadeja and Sam
Curran that went for a single
each. But inexplicably, he
changed plans with a short
ball on leg-stump that was
hit over square-leg by Jadeja.

The bowler then crum-
bled under pressure as Jade-
ja found another six and two
more boundaries to leave
CSK needing just four runs
off the last over.

Despite  Sunil Narine
scalping Curran and Jadeja
in the final over, CSK man-
aged to limp across the line
off the last ball to go on top
of the points table.

Tripathi clicks again
Earlier, electing to bat, Rahul
Tripathi’s 45 at the top, fol-
lowed by cameos from Nitish
Rana (37) and Dinesh Kar-
thik (26) helped KKR post a
strong total of 171/6.

Tripathi came out with a
clear plan as he stepped out
regularly to the medium-
pacers and helped KKR get
to 50 in five overs.

However, CSK pulled back

things during the middle ov-
ers with some brilliant bow-
ling from Shardul Thakur (2/
20) and Jadeja (1/21).

Just when CSK felt it had a
chance to restrict KKR to a
modest total, Rana and Kar-
thik came good as 44 runs
came off the last three overs.

Curran’s nightmare

CSK made one change for
this match with Sam Curran
replacing Dwayne Bravo, but
it proved costly as the En-
glish all-rounder went for 56
runs in his four overs.

After Andre Russell took
14 runs off Curran, Karthik
too went after the young left-
arm medium-pacer, picking
up 17 runs in the 19th over, as
the Kolkata side finished
strongly. However, it was
Super Kings who had the fi-
nal say.

Next assignment

KKR: Sept. 28 vs DC,
Sharjah, 3.30 p.m. IST

CSK: Sept. 30 vs SRH,
Sharjah, 7.30 p.m. IST

POINTS TABLE
ea PTS
Chennai Super Kings 10 8 2 16 1.069
Delhi Capitals 10 8 2 16 0.711
Royal Challengers 10 6 4 12 | -0.359
Kolkata Knight Riders 10 4 6 8 0.322
Punjab Kings 10 4 6 8 -0.271
Rajasthan Royals 9 4 5 8 -0.319
Mumbai Indians 10 4 6 8 -0.551
Sunrisers Hyderabad (E) 9 1 8 2 -0.637
After the RCB-MI match on Sept. 26 E: Eliminated

KOLKATA KNIGHT RIDERS
Shubman Gill run out 9 (5b,
2x4), Venkatesh lyer c Dhoni b
Shardul 18 (75b, 3x4), Rahul Tri-
pathi b Jadeja 45 (33b, 4x4,
1x6), Eoin Morgan c du Plessis b
Hazlewood 8 (74b), Nitish Rana
(not out) 37 (27b, 3x4, 1x6), An-
dre Russell b Shardul 20 (75b,
2x4, 1x6), Dinesh Karthik ¢
Dhoni b Hazlewood 26 (71b, 3x4,
1x6), Sunil Narine (not out) O
(1b); Extras (b-1, lb-1, w-5, nb-1):
8; Total (for six wkts. in 20
overs): 171.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-10 (Gill, 0.6 ov), 2-50 (Ven-
katesh, 5.1), 3-70 (Morgan, 9.1),
4-89 (Tripathi, 12.2), 5-125 (Rus-
sell, 16.4), 6-166 (Karthik, 19.4).

SUPER KINGS BOWLING
Deepak Chahar 4-0-32-0, Sam
Curran 4-0-56-0, Hazlewood 4-
0-40-2, Shardul 4-1-20-2,
Jadeja 4-0-21-1.

CHENNAI SUPER KINGS
Ruturaj Gaikwad c Morgan b Rus-
sell 40 (28b, 2x4, 3x6), Faf du
Plessis ¢ Ferguson b Prasidh 43
(30b, 7x4), Moeen Ali c Ven-
katesh b Ferguson 32 (28b, 2x4,
1x6), Ambati Rayudu b Narine 10
(9b, 1x4), Suresh Raina run out

Harshal performs the 'trick as Royal Challengers trump Mumbai Indians

Dismisses Hardik, Pollard and Chahar to start MI’s slide; Kohli, Maxwell power Bengaluru side to 165

SPORTS BUREAU

arshal Patel scalped a

hat-trick to power Royal
Challengers Bangalore to a
54-run victory over Mumbai
Indians in an IPL clash at Du-
bai on Sunday.

Pacer Harshal struck big
in the 17th over of the chase,
taking out Hardik Pandya,
Kieron Pollard and Rahul
Chahar. The dream over
ended MI'’s hopes of chasing
the 166-run target.

Harshal started the over
with MI needing 61 runs
from 24 balls.

The procession
Hardik skied a slower ball to
Virat Kohli at cover, while
Pollard lost his stumps after
walking too far across. The
hat-trick was sealed with a
third slower ball, which
trapped Chahar on the pads.
For MI, only openers Ro-
hit Sharma (43, 28b, 5x4,
1x6) and Quinton de Kock

(24, 23b, 4x4) contributed,
while none of the other bat-
ters even reached double
figures.

Harshal finished with four
wickets, while leg-spinner
Yuzvendra Chahal picked up
three.

Earlier, after being put in,
RCB rode on crisp knocks
from skipper Virat Kohli (51,
42b, 3x4, 3x6) and Glenn
Maxwell (56, 37b, 6x4, 3x6).

Kohli took centrestage af-
ter fellow opener Devdutt
Padikkal was dismissed for a
duck by Jasprit Bumrah.
One-drop K.S. Bharat (32,
24b, 2x4, 2x6) was not par-
ticularly fluent, save for a
couple of clean slog-sweep
sixes.

Kohli’s 10,000 in T20s

Kohli chugged along quietly,
and recorded his second
consecutive fifty. He re-
ceived a life on 37, when Har-
dik put down a regulation
catch at point. During the

Sania & Shuai triumph

INDIANS ABROAD

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
OSTRAVA (CZECH REPUBLIC)
Sania Mirza won her first tit-
le of the season as she and
her Chinese partner Shuai
Zhang beat Kaitlyn Christian
and Erin Routliffe 6-3, 6-2 in
the women’s doubles final
of the Ostrava Open here on
Sunday.

It was Sania’s second final
of the season, following a
runner-up finish at the WTA
250 Cleveland event in the
USA last month with Chirsti-
na Mchale.

Sania and Shuai... winning
smiles. =GETTY IMAGES

Team Europe in control

Team World draws a blank on Day two

B —
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Business as usual: Stefanos Tsitsipas set in motion Team

Europe's dominant display with victory over Nick Kyrgios.

LAVER CUP

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BOSTON

Team Europe took a stran-
glehold shooting up an 11-1
lead over Team World after
Saturday’s matches in the
Laver Cup here.

The first side to reach 13
points wins the Laver Cup,
so all Team Europe now
needs is to win one of the re-
maining four matches. Each
victory is worth one point
on Friday, two points on Sa-
turday and three on Sunday.

Nick Kyrgios said the

CM
K

= AP

three-day exhibition would
be his last event of 2021. He
was beaten by French Open
runner-up Stefanos Tsitsi-
pas 6-3, 6-4 before Tokyo
Olympics gold medallist
Alexander Zverev beat John
Isner 7-6(5), 6-7(6), [10-5].

The results: Team Europe
leads Team World 11-1 {Stefa-
nos Tsitsipas bt Nick Kyrgios
6-3, 6-4; Alexander Zverev bt
John Isner 7-6(5), 6-7(6),
[10-5]; Daniil Medvedev bt De-
nis Shapovalov 6-4, 6-0; An-
drey Rublev & Tsitsipas bt Kyr-
gios & lIsner 6-7(8), 6-3,

[10-41}.
»

course of his essay, Kohli
completed 10,000 runs in
T20 cricket.

Maxwell came to the par-
ty with typical flair. He got
going with a switch hit to
left-arm spinner Krunal Pan-
dya, which sailed well
beyond the deep point
fence. Milne met the same
fate later, when Maxwell
used a reverse scoop to hit a
six over third-man.

Bumrah took the vital
wickets of Maxwell and de
Villiers in the 19th over, fin-
ishing as the most successful
MI bowler with three for 36.

B Harshal's hat-trick is the
20th recorded in the IPL

Next assignment

MI: Sept. 28 vs PBKS,
Abu Dhabi, 7.30 p.m. IST

RCB: Sept. 29 vs RR,
Dubai, 7.30 p.m. IST

Hamilton back on top

Over the moon: Harshal celebrates his three-in-three.

= SPORTZPICS/IPL

Verstappen goes from last to second

Hamilton scales Mt. 100

Hamilton became the first driver in Formula One history
to win 100 races when he triumphed at the Russian
Grand Prix in Sochi on Sunday

HERE IS A DRIVE THROUGH HIS REMARKABLE CAREER:

= Date of birth:
January 7, 1985

= Place of birth:
Stevenage,
Hertfordshire,
England

Car number

C

RUSSIAN GP

REUTERS

SOCHI

Lewis Hamilton became the
first Formula One driver to
win 100 grands prix with a
dramatic rain-assisted victo-
ry in Russia that sent the
Mercedes driver two points
clear in the championship
on Sunday.

Red Bull’s Max Verstap-
pen finished an impressive
second at Sochi’s Olympic
Park, after starting 20th and
last due to engine penalties,

= Hamilton already held the
record for most wins, surpassing
Michael Schumacher's
91 victories at the 2020
-—‘F%rtuguese Grand Prix

= Teams: McLaren (2007-2012),
Mercedes (2013-)
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It's amagical moment. [ have dreamed of still being here and having
this opportunity to be able to win these races - Lewis HAMILTON

thereby limiting the damage
from his rival’s fifth win of
the season and first since
July.

Spaniard Carlos Sainz was
third for Ferrari on a day of
hope and ultimate heart-
break for McLaren’s Lando
Norris as a late downpour
dashed his hopes of a first
win. The 21-year-old Briton
started on pole for the first
time in his career, lost out to
Sainz at the start but then
passed the Spaniard 13 laps
later and was still leading
when the clouds burst.

fi
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Norris decided to stay out
on slicks, after Hamilton had
stopped for intermediates
on team advice, with the top
two comfortably clear of the
rest. He then plunged from
first to seventh in the last
three laps after slipping, slid-
ing off and finally having to
pit.

The results: 1. Hamilton (Mer-
cedes) 1Th:30m:41.001s; 2. Ver-
stappen (Red Bull) +53.271s; 3.
Sainz Jr. (Ferrari) 62.475; 4. Ric-
ciardo (McLaren) 65.607; 5.
Bottas (Mercedes) 67.533; 6.
Alonso (Alpine) 81.321; 7. Norris
(McLaren) 87.224; 8. Raikkonen

ROYAL CHALLENGERS
Virat Kohli ¢ sub (Anukul) b Milne
51 (42b, 3x4, 3x6), Devdutt
Padikkal c de Kock b Bumrah O
(4b), K.S. Bharat c Suryakumar b
Rahul Chahar 32 (24b, 2x4, 2x6),
Glenn Maxwell c Boult b Bumrah
56 (37b, 6x4, 3x6), AB de Villiers
¢ de Kock b Bumrah 11 (6b, 1x4,
1x6), Dan Christian (not out) 1
(3b), Shahbaz Ahmed b Boult 1
(3b), Kyle Jamieson (not out) 2
(2b); Extras (lb-4, w-6, nb-1): 11;
Total (for six wkts. in 20 overs):
165.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-7 (Padikkal, 1.4 ov), 2-75
(Bharat, 8.5), 3-126 (Kohli, 15.5),
4-161 (Maxwell, 18.3), 5-161 (de
Villiers, 18.4), 6-162 (Shahbaz,
19.2).

MUMBAI INDIANS BOWLING
Boult 4-0-17-1, Bumrah 4-0-36-3,
Milne 4-0-48-1, Krunal 4-0-27-0,
Rahul Chahar 4-0-33-1.

MUMBAI INDIANS

Rohit Sharma c Padikkal b Max-
well 43 (28b, 5x4, 1x6), Quinton
de Kock ¢ Maxwell b Chahal 24
(23b, 4x4), Ishan Kishan c Harshal
b Chahal 9 (12b, 1x4), Suryakumar
Yadav c Chahal b Siraj 8 (9b),
Krunal Pandya b Maxwell 5 (77b),

with his 100th win

DRIVERS' TITLES

(2008, 2014, 2015,
2017, 2018, 2019, 2020)
(joint record with

Michael Schumacher)

Podiums : Poles | Fastest

176 101 = 2=

(record) : (record) : 57
DEBUT

Australian GP 2007

(Alfa Romeo) 88.955; 9. Perez
(Red Bull) 90.076; 10. Russell
(Williams) 100.551; 11. Stroll
(Aston Martin) 106.198; +1 lap:
12. Vettel (Aston Martin); 13.
Gasly (AlphaTauri); 14. Ocon
(Alpine); 15. Leclerc (Ferrari);
16. Giovinazzi (Alfa Romeo); 17.
Tsunoda (AlphaTauri); +2 laps:
18. Mazepin (Haas); DNF: Latifi
(Williams); Schumacher (Haas).
Standings: Drivers: 1. Hamilton
246.5; 2. Verstappen 244.5; 3.
Bottas 151; 4. Norris 139; 5. Pe-
rez 120.

Constructors: 1. Mercedes
397.5; 2. Red Bull 364.5; 3.
McLaren 234; 4. Ferrari 216.5;
5. Alpine 103.

SCOREBOARD

Kieron Pollard b Harshal Patel 7
(10b), Hardik Pandya c Kohli b
Harshal 3 (6b), Adam Milne b Har-
shal O (7b), Rahul Chahar lbw b
Harshal O (7b), Jasprit Bumrah b
Chahal 5 (6b, 1x4), Trent Boult
(not out) O (3b); Extras (lb-2, w-4,
nb-1): 7; Total (in 18.1 overs): 111.
FALL OF WICKETS

1-57 (de Kock, 6.4), 2-79 (Ro-
hit, 9.6), 3-81 (Ishan, 10.3), 4-93
(Krunal, 13.1), 5-97 (Suryakumar,
14.1), 6-106 (Hardik, 16.1), 7-106
(Pollard, 16.2), 8-106 (Rahul
Chahar, 16.3), 9-111 (Bumrah,
17.3).

RCB BOWLING

Jamieson 2-0-22-0, Siraj 3-0-
15-1, Christian 2-0-21-0, Harshal
3.1-0-17-4, Chahal 4-1-11-3, Max-
well 4-0-23-2.
Toss: MI. MoM: Maxwell.

RCB won by 54 runs.

Innings scan

54 Dots 51
12

11 (7b, 1x4), M.S. Dhoni b Varun 1
(4b), Ravindra Jadeja lbw b Nar-
ine 22 (8b, 2x4, 2x6), Sam Cur-
ran c sub (Nagarkoti) b Narine 4
(4b), Shardul Thakur (not out) 3
(2b), Deepak Chahar (not out) 1
(1b); Extras (lb-2, w-2, nb-1): 5;
Total (for eight wkts. in 20
overs): 172.
FALL OF WICKETS

1-74 (Ruturaj, 8.2), 2-102 (du
Plessis, 11.3), 3-119 (Rayudu,
14.2), 4-138 (Moeen, 16.4), 5-
142 (Raina, 17.1), 6-142 (Dhoni,
17.3), 7-168 (Curran, 19.1), 8-171
(Jadeja, 19.5).

KNIGHT RIDERS BOWLING
Prasidh 4-0-41-1, Ferguson 4-0-
33-1, Varun 4-0-22-1, Narine 4-
0-41-3, Russell 3-0-28-1, Ven-
katesh 1-0-5-0.

Toss: KKR; MoM: Jadeja.

CSK won by two wickets off

the final delivery.

Innings scan

kR CsK_|

36 Dots

Royals eye
better show

SPORTS BUREAU

t may be a clash between

the basement dwellers,
but Rajasthan Royals can
still afford to dream of a
place in the playoffs, unlike
its rival Sunrisers Hydera-
bad, at Dubai on Monday.

RR, however, have to
come up with an improved
show, especially with the
bat, against a team that
hasn’t much to play for be-
sides pride. Chasing 155,
RR had slipped to defeat
against DC on Saturday.

TODAY'S MATCH

DUBAI, 7.30 P.M. IST

Played: 14

SRH Q |
In 2021

Played1|SRHO |RR 1
STAR SPORTS 1 & S5 SELECT 1 (SD & HD)

RR 7

Arsenal proves too hot
for Tottenham

Fati returns to Barca colours in style

EURO LEAGUES

AGENCIES
LONDON

Arsenal tore Tottenham
apart with three goals in the
opening 34 minutes in a 3-1
victory on Sunday that ex-
tended its early season re-
covery and completed a
miserable September for its
north London rival in the
Premier League.

Goals from Emile Smith
Rowe, Pierre-Emerick Auba-
meyang and Bukayo Saka
completed a third succes-
sive league win for Arsenal
which had lost its opening
three games.

In LaLiga, Barcelona’s
Ansu Fati made a perfect re-
turn after 10 months out
through injury by scoring in
a 3-0 victory over Levante
on Sunday.

Fati, wearing the No. 10
shirt previously belonging
to Lionel Messi, came on to

araucous reception at Camp
Nou, 323 days after his last
appearance in November
last year. And the 18-year-
old came back in style, car-
rying the ball forward and
lashing it into the net in inju-
ry time to complete a much-
needed victory for Barca.
Important results:

Premier League: Arsenal 3
(Smith-Rowe 12, Aubameyang
27, Saka 34) bt Tottenham 1
(Son 79); Southampton O lost
to Wolves 1 (Jimenez 61).
Serie A: Juventus 3 (Dybala 10,
Bonucci 43-pen, Locatelli 57)
bt Sampdoria 2 (Yoshida 44,
Candreva 83); Udinese O lost
to Fiorentina 1 (Vlahovic
16-pen).

LaLiga: Real Mallorca 2 (Rodri-
guez 11, Nino 45+4) lost to
Osasuna 3 (Angel 9, Inigo Pe-
rez 58, Martinez 88); Barcelo-
na 3 (Depay 7-pen, L. de Jong
14, Fati 90+1) bt Levante O.

On Saturday:
Ligue 1: PSG 2 (Gueye 14, Drax-
ler 89) bt Montpellier O.

LT

Racing away: Jehan Daruvala took the third spot in the
feature race of Formula 2 in Sochi on Sunday. He is seventh
in the standings with 96 points. =GeTTY IMAGES
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India stops the all-conquering Australian juggernaut

Ends its 26-match streak; Yastika, Shafali dazzle in visitors’ highest-ever successful chase

INDIA IN AUS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MACKAY

Young batters Yastika Bhatia
and Shafali Verma dazzled at
the top with contrasting half-
centuries to power India to a
consolation two-wicket vic-
tory over Australia in the
third women’s One-Day In-
ternational here on Sunday.

India’s win ended the
home team’s 26-match un-
beaten streak.

Tricky target
The visitors completed a
tricky chase of 265 — their
highest-ever — in the last ov-
er, gaining some lost ground
ahead of the upcoming day/
night Test, after conceding
the three-match series in
their previous outing.

Chasing a challenging tar-
get, India got the start it
needed, thanks to a 59-run
stand between Shafali (56)
and Smriti Mandhana (22) in
just under 11 overs.

Ashleigh Gardner broke
the partnership when she

Smriti, Deepti
to play for
Sydney Thunder

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SYDNEY

India cricketers Smriti
Mandhana and Deepti Shar-
ma will play for defending
champion Sydney Thunder
in the upcoming Women’s
Big Bash League (WBBL).
The two are in Australia as
part of the Indian team’s
ongoing tour and will stay
back for the seventh edition
of the franchise league,
starting on October 14.

While Smriti has pre-
viously featured in the
WBBL, for Hobart Hurri-
canes and Brisbane Heat, it
will be all-rounder Deepti’s
maiden outing in the
tournament.

Sydney Thunder coach
Trevor Griffin said his
team’s title defence had re-
ceived an extra edge with
the addition of the Indians.

Kiran triumphs

SPORTS BUREAU
ZAKOPANE

Kerala’s Kiran George, who
won the Badminton Asso-
ciation of India’s recent
trials to pick the Thomas
Cup team, defeated Singa-
pore’s Jia Heng Jason Teh
13-21, 21-14, 21-13 and won
the men’s singles title in
the Polish International
here on Sunday.

Kiran George.

Showing their mettle: Yastika once again proved she belonged at the highest level. Right: Shafali Verma battled back pain and
exhaustion to notch up her maiden ODI half-century.

had Smriti, who was coming
off a fine half-century in the
previous ODI, caught by An-
nabel Sutherland.

Yastika (64) joined Shafali
and the two carried on the
good work. After 25 overs,
India was 131 for one.

Shafali seemed to be bat-
tling back pain and exhaus-
tion, but reached her mai-
den ODI half-century off 86
balls.

Playing only her third
ODI, Yastika was the aggres-
sor and brought up her first

half-century off 56 balls. She
had got a reprieve just before
reaching her fifty.

Richa Ghosh fell for a
duck to Sutherland, who al-
so accounted for Pooja Vas-
trakar. Skipper Mithali Raj
broke the shackles with a

Wanted to stand up as a senior: Jhulan

P.K. AJITH KUMAR

hulan Goswami could not

quite finish the job for In-
dia with the ball in the pre-
vious match. But on Sunday,
she did, with the bat. When
she danced down the track
and lofted Sophie Moli-
neux’s third ball in the final
over for a boundary at Mack-
ay, it marked the end of Aus-
tralia’s streak of 26 ODI wins
as well as India’s biggest ever
chase.

Jhulan, who was named
Player-of-the-Match ~ (she
took three for 37 earlier in
the day), said she wasn’t
aware of either record. She
said she wanted to stand up
as a senior member.

‘Tried to hold my nerve’

“We were hurt by the loss in
the last match, in which a lot
of drama happened in the
last over, and it was impor-
tant for me, as the senior

.

Lt B
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Crucial: Jhulan Goswami was named player-of-the-match for

her all-round performance.

member of the team, to
come back and deliver when
it required most,” she told
reporters. “I tried to hold my
nerve and give my best.”

The 38-year-old seamer
said she was looking forward
to the Day/Night Test against

Australia, starting on Sep-
tember 30 at Carrara.

“Iwant to know what hap-
pens with the pink ball when
we play cricket at night,” she
said. “Before I quit, [ want to
have some experience of
playing with the pink ball.”

welcome maximum off Stella
Campbell after only six runs
came off 20 balls, but the
veteran too succumbed to
the pressure created by the
climbing asking rate.
However, Sneh Rana (30)
and Deepti Sharma (31)

AUSTRALIA
Rachael Haynes c Shafali b
Jhulan 13 (28b, 3x4), Alyssa
Healy run out 35 (47b, 5x4),
Meg Lanning c Richa b Jhulan
0O (4b), Ellyse Perry c Deepti b
Pooja 26 (47b, 2x4), Beth
Mooney b Sneh 52 (64b, 6x4),
Ashleigh Gardner ¢ Mithali b
Pooja 67 (62b, 8x4, 2x6), Tahlia
McGrath c Richa b Pooja 47
(32b, 7x4), Nicola Carey (not
out) 12 (15b), Annabel Suther-
land c Deepti b Jhulan O (7b),
Sophie Molineux run out 1 (7b),
Stella Campbell (not out) O
(0b); Extras (b-1, lb-3, w-6,
nb-1): 11; Total (for nine wkts.
in 50 overs): 264.
FALL OF WICKETS

1-41 (Haynes, 8.1 overs), 2-41
(Lanning, 8.5), 3-62 (Healy,
17.1), 4-87 (Perry, 24.3), 5-185
(Mooney, 39.6), 6-224 (Gard-
ner, 44.2), 7-260 (McGrath,

quickly added 33 crucial
runs.

Earlier, the Indian bow-
lers once again let Australia
off the hook. Struggling at 87
for four in the 25th over, the
hosts recovered through a
98-run stand between Ash-

Rajeshwar-Keyzad
duo triumphs

BRIDGE

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Rajeshwar Tewari and Key-
zad Anklesaria won the
Match Point pairs gold event
with 876.94 MPs in the 18th
HCL International bridge
championship played vir-
tually on the Real Bridge
platform on Sunday.

Subhash Gupta and Sa-
pan Desai (813.9) and Anant
Vikram Somani and Rahul
Khambete (769.25) won the
second and third positions
respectively.

The champion pair won
%80,000, while the second
and third-placed teams won
360,000 and 350,000
respectively.

In the Match Point pairs
silver event, Swapan Some

and Swapan Kumar De won
the title with 856.46 MPs.

They were followed by
Sekhar Bandopadhyay and
J.B. Sengupta (831.31) in the
second second place and
the pair of Sandeep Karmar-
kar and Marianne Karmar-
kar (791.15) in the third spot.

The top three teams won
315,000, 12,000 and
8,000 respectively.

In the IMP pairs event,
Swetadri Sinha and Krishna
Das Chakrborty triumphed
with 94.51 IMPs to pocket a
prize purse of 340,000.

Paresh Gupta and Anukul
Mandal placed second with
87.39 IMPs to bag 330,000,
while Hasibul Hasan and
S.M. Moin took the third
place with 76.78 IMPs and
20,000.

Jyothi Surekha bags an unprecedented third silver medal

Goes down fighting in the women’s individual final to top-ranked Sara Lopez of Colombia

ARCHERY

SPORTS BUREAU
YANKTON (USA)

V. Jyothi Surekha collected
an unprecedented third sil-
ver medal at the World ar-
chery championships here
on Saturday.

Jyothi, who earlier helped
India bag silver medals in
compound women’s team
and mixed team events, took
another silver going down
fighting in the women’s indi-
vidual final to top-ranked Co-
lombian Sara Lopez 146-144.
This was the Indian’s sixth
medal from the event.

The sixth-ranked Jyothi

Fully focused: Jyothi Surekha helped India ‘collect the most
medals by any country to have never won a world title". =

TWITTER/ARCHERYWORLDCHAMPIONSHIPS

shot a perfect score to beat
Amanda Mlinaric of Croatia
150-144 in the quarterfinals
and Andrea Becerra of Mexi-
co 148-146 in the semifinals

Francis Bacon wins feature event

HYDERABAD: Trainer L.V.R. Desh-
mukh’s Francis Bacon (P. Trevor
up) claimed the Major Mir
Mujtaba Hussain Memorial Cup,
the main event of Sunday’s (Sept.
26) races.

The winner is owned by Mr.
Aditya P. Thackersey & Mr. M.
Satyanarayana.

1. CHAITANYA CHAKRAM PLATE
(Div. I) (1,400m), (Terms) Maiden,
3-y-o only (Cat. II): ICICLE (Ashad
Asbar) 1, Dream Station (Mukesh
Kumar) 2, Quality Warrior (N.B.
Kuldeep) 3 and Blue Origin (S.
Zervan) 4. 1-1/2, 1/2 and 2. 1m
28.06s. 329 (w), 10, 14 and 32 (p).
SHP: 31, THP: 61, SHW: 19 and 37,
FP: 157, Q: 93, Tanala: 1,079. Fa-
vourite: Blue Origin. Owner: Mr.
B. E. Vasanth Kumar. Trainer: D.
Netto.

2. GREEN HAVEN PLATE (Div. II)
(1,200m), rated up to 25 (Cat. III):
ART IN MOTION (Afroz Khan)i,
Story Teller (R.S. Jodha) 2, Classy
Dame (Gaurav Singh) 3 and Turf
Monarch (Surya Prakash) 4. Not
run: Jo Malone. 2-1/4, 2 and 2. 1m
14. 88s. 114 (W), 23, 11 and 13 (p).
SHP: 35, THP: 48, SHW: 23 and
18, FP: 821, Q: 278, Tanala: 3,797.
Favourite: Sea Wolf. Owners: Mr.
Syed Nawaz Hussain, Mr. G.B.R.
Prasad & Mr. L D’ Silva. Trainer: L
D’ Silva.

3. CHAITANYA CHAKRAM PLATE
(Div. II) (1,400m), (Terms)
Maiden, 3-y-o only (Cat. II): NR I
SPORT (Mukesh Kumar) 1, Mireya
(Akshay Kumar) 2, Aryaman (A.A.
Vikrant) 3 and Reining Queen
(Kuldeep Singh) 4. 3-1/4, 1/2 and

CM
K

4. 1m 28. 20s. 337 (W), 14, 12 and
16 (p). SHP: 30, THP: 50, SHW: 24
and 16 (p). FP: 83, Q: 33, Tanala:
449. Favourite: Mireya. Owner:
Mr. Ravinder Reddy Male.
Trainer: S. Sreekant.

4. MAKALU PLATE (1,600m), rated
20 to 45 (Cat. III): LIMONCELLO
(Akshay Kumar) 1, Due Diligence
(P. Trevor) 2, Advance Guard
(Mukesh Kumar) 3 and Royal Pal
(Aneel) 4. 1-1/4, 3-1/4 and 2. 1m 41.
01s. 5 (w), 10, 14 and 20 (p).
SHP: 21, THP: 57, SHW: 13 and 10,
FP: 32, Q: 26, Tanala: 167. Favour-
ite: Limoncello. Owners: Mr. K.N.
Dhunjibhoy, Mr. Z.K. Dhunjibhoy
rep. Five Stars Shipping Co. Pvt.
Ltd., Mr. Rama Seshu Eyunni &
Mr. P. Prabhakar Reddy. Trainer:
Laxman Singh.

5. TETRARCH PLATE (1,200m),
rated 20 to 45 (Cat. III): JEAN
LAFETTE (R. Ajinkya) 1, Kingston
(Nakhat Singh) 2, Ashwa Jauhar
(Gaurav Singh) 3 and Flying Jet
(Afroz Khan) 4. Not run: Sandown
Park. 1-1/4, Nk and 3. 1m 14. 46s.
340 (W), 14, 12 and 17 (p). SHP: 35,
THP: 45, SHW: 24 and 13 (p). FP:
76, Q: 58, Tanala: 518. Favourite:
Kingston. Owner: Mr. S. Pathy.
Trainer: Laxman Singh.

6. CHAITANYA CHAKRAM PLATE
(Div. III) (1,400m), (Terms)
Maiden, 3-y-o only (Cat. II): ABLE
LOVE (Gaurav Singh) 1, Costello
(Akshay Kumar) 2, Over Joy
(Ashad Asbar) 3 and Sea Of Class
(Mukesh Kumar) 4. Not run:
Royal Support and Stalwart. 2, 2-
1/2 and 8. 1m 27. 56s. %14 (w), 10,
11 and 21 (p). SHP: 34, THP: 40,

»

SHW: 10 and 22 (p). FP: 33, Q: 27,
Tanala: 184. Favourite: Able Love.
Owners: Mr. Maddali Sai Kumar &
Mr.
Shekhawat. Trainer: N. Ravinder
Singh.

7. MAJOR MIR MUJTABA HUSSAIN
MEMORIAL CUP (1,800m), 5-y-0 &
upward, rated 40 to 65 (Cat. II):
FRANCIS BACON (P. Trevor) 1,
Dandy Man (Ashad Asbar) 2,
Mark My Word (Nakhat Singh) 3
and The Special One (Akshay Ku-
mar) 4. 3-1/2, 1-1/4 and 1/2. 1m
54.49s. 18 (W), 11, 13 and 47 (p).
SHP: 25, THP: 87, SHW: 11 and 28
(p). FP: 67, Q: 37, Tanala: 1,054.
Favourite: Francis Bacon. Own-
ers: Mr. Aditya P. Thackersey &
Mr. M. Satyanarayana. Trainer:
L.V.R. Deshmukh.

8. GREEN HAVEN PLATE (Div. I)
(1,200m), rated up to 25 (Cat. I1I):
GOLDEN FORZA (Mukesh Kumar)
1, Hashtag (Gaurav Singh) 2, Win-
ning Player (Ashad Asbar) 3 and
Berkeley (Abhay Singh) 4. 2, 3/4
and 1-1/2. 1m 15. 13s. 3334 (W), 52,
28 and 19 (p). SHP: 94, THP: 55,
SHW: 86 and 68, FP: 6,198, Q:
2,884, Tanala: 1,16,528. Favourite:
Big Day. Owners: Mr. C.S. Suresh,
Mr. Manish Jaiswal & Mr. Sudhir
Paramanand Bajaj. Trainer: S.
Sreekant.

Jackpot: 70% 13,082 (131 tkts.),
30% 84 (2,049 tkts.).

Treble: (i) 2,284 (22 tkts.), (ii) 406
(95 tkts.), (iii) 1,247 (64 tkts.).
Mini jackpot: (i) 8,069 (6 tkts.),
(ii) 4,777 (64 tkts.).

Kunwar Digivijay Singh

to make it to her third final.
The Colombian gained a
one-point lead in the first
end and doubled it in the
third. She had a three-point

lead after the penultimate
end.

Jyothi fought back to score
a perfect 30 and take the fifth
end and reduce the margin
by one point.

Jyothi’s latest medal was
India’s second individual sil-
ver at the World champion-
ships.

Another compound arch-
er Rajat Chauhan was the
first from the country to
claim an individual silver at
the 2015 World champion-
ships in Denmark.

Jyothi had won bronze
medals in individual and wo-
men’s team events in 2019
and a team silver in 2017.

According to World Ar-
chery, India “has collected
the most medals by any
country to have never won a
world title, appearing in nine
title matches and leaving
with the silver each time, as
well as winning two bronze
medals.”

Abhishek Verma’s quest
for a compound men’s indi-
vidual medal ended in the
quarterfinals as he was
edged out by Dutchman
Mike Schloesser 148-147.

In a recurve women’s indi-
vidual quarterfinal, Ankita
Bhakat lost to American Ca-
sey Kaufhold 6-2 to get out of
the medal race on Sunday.

USA takes a commanding lead

Johnson on a roll; Rahm and Garcia stay strong for Europe

RYDER CUP

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KOHLER (USA)

The United States seized a
commanding 11-5 lead over
Europe at the Ryder Cup on
Saturday.

The US squad, boasting
nine of the world’s 11 top-
ranked players, needs only
3.5 points in the final day’s
singles matches to reclaim
the Ryder Cup.

Tall order
No team has rallied from
more than a 10-6 last-day
deficit to capture the Ryder
Cup, that coming for Europe
in the 2012.

The Americans won a
third consecutive session 3-1
in Saturday’s foursomes and
split four four-ball matches
to grab their largest two-day
lead in the team golf show-
down since 1975.

Second-ranked  Dustin

%

—
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Saving grace: Sergio Garcia has a record 25 match wins now,
while Jon Rahm has the most victories ever by a World No. 1

in the Ryder Cup. =ReuTERS

Johnson rose to 4-0 with US
wins in foursomes and four-
balls alongside fellow two-
time Major winner Collin
Morikawa.

The scores: United States 11
leads Europe 5.

Foursomes: Brooks Koepka &
Daniel Berger lost to Sergio
Garcia & Jon Rahm 3&1; Dustin
Johnson & Collin Morikawa bt
Paul Casey & Tyrrell Hatton
2&1; Jordan Spieth & Justin

Thomas bt Viktor Hovland &
Bernd Wiesberger 2-up; Patrick
Cantlay & Xander Schauffele bt
Lee Westwood & Matthew Fitz-
parick 2&1.

Four-balls: Tony Finau & Harris
English lost to Shane Lowry &
Tyrrell Hatton 1-up; Koepka &
Spieth lost to Rahm & Garcia
2&1; Scottie Scheffler & Bryson
DeChambeau bt Tommy Fleet-
wood & Hovland 3&1; Johnson
& Morikawa bt lan Poulter &
Rory Mcllroy 4&3.

48.6), 8-261 (Sutherland,
49.2), 9-263 (Molineux, 49.5).
INDIA BOWLING

Jhulan 10-2-37-3, Meghna 6-
0-37-0, Rajeshwari 9-1-38-0,
Sneh 9-1-56-1, Deepti 7-0-
46-0, Pooja 9-1-46-3.
INDIA

Shafali Verma b Molineux 56
(91b, 7x4), Smriti Mandhana c
Sutherland b Gardner 22 (25b,
3x4), VYastika Bhatia c sub
(Strano) b Campbell 64 (695,
9x4), Richa Ghosh ¢ Gardner b
Sutherland O (4b), Mithali Raj
b Sutherland 16 (28b, 1x4,
1x6), Pooja Vastrakar b Suther-
land 3 (74b), Deepti Sharma c
Carey b McGrath 31 (30b, 3x4),
Sneh Rana c sub (Darlington) b
Carey 30 (27b, 5x4), Jhulan
Goswami (not out) 8 (7b, 1x4),
Meghna Singh (not out) 2 (3b);
Extras (lb-2, w-31, nb-1): 34;
Total (for eight wkts. in 49.3

leigh Gardner (67) and Beth
Mooney (52). Tahlia McGrath
chipped in with a brisk 47 off
32 balls.

For India, medium-pacer
Pooja finished with three for
46, while Jhulan Goswami
picked up three for 37 runs.

SCOREBOARD

overs): 266.
FALL OF WICKETS
1-59 (Smriti, 10.3), 2-160

(Shafali, 29.3), 3-161 (Richa,
30.3), 4-180 (Yastika, 33.5), 5-
192 (Pooja, 38.1), 6-208
(Mithali, 40.4), 7-241 (Deepti,
46.2), 8-259 (Sneh, 48.4).
AUSTRALIA BOWLING
Perry 5-0-34-0, McGrath 6-0-
46-1, Molineux 9.3-1-41-1,
Gardner 6-0-30-1, Campbell
9-1-41-1, Carey 7-0-42-1,
Sutherland 7-0-30-3.
Toss: Australia.
Player-of-the-Match: Jhulan.

India won by two wickets with
three balls to spare, Australia
clinched series 2-1.

Next match

Day-night Test: Sept. 30 to Oct.
3, Metricon Stadium, Carrara,
10 a.m. IST.

B Australia's record run began
with a win against India at
Vadodara in 2018 and
ended with a loss to the
same opponent at Mackay
in 2021

Shahan and Deepak
notch up a double

Making a mark: Shahan Ali Mohsin won two races in the MRF
Formulal600 category. =spPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

MOTORSPORTS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Seventeen-year-old Shahan
Ali Mohsin of Agra notched
up a fine double in the MRF
Formulal600 category that
headlined the first round of
the MRF MMSC FMSCI Na-
tional Car Racing Cham-
pionships, which concluded
here on Sunday.

Also achieving a double
was Chennai’s seasoned
campaigner 34-year old
Deepak Ravikumar (Perfor-
mance Racing) in the Super
Stock class of the Saloon
Cars category while defend-
ing champion Arjun Balu
(Race Concepts) from Coim-
batore and Hyderabad’s
Anindith Reddy (Rayo Rac-
ing) split the honours in the
Indian Touring Cars class.
The results (provisional):

MRF F1600 (Race-1): 1. K. Su-
riya Varathan (Coimbatore)
14m, 25.983s; 2. Deepak Ravi-
kumar (Chennai) 14:33.571; 3.
Dillon Zachariah (Chennai)
14:37.196. Race-2 (10 laps): 1.
Shahan Ali Mohsin (Agra)
17:03.129; 2. Chirag Ghorpade
(Bengaluru) 17:08.117; 3. Rish-
on Rajiv (Bengaluru) 17:10.117.
Race-3: 1. Shahan Ali Mohsin
(13:40.878); 2. Ashwin Dutta
(Chennai) 13:47.046; 3. Chirag
Ghorpade (13:47.567).
Formula LGB 1300 (Race-2, 9
laps): 1. Mohit Aryan (Quest
Motorsport, Chennai)
17:36.308; 2. Arya Singh (DTS
Racing, Kolkata) 17:36.822; 3.
Tijil Rao (Momentum Motor-

sport, Bengaluru) 17:42.901.
Best rookie: Ruhaan Alva
(MSport, Bengaluru).

Saloon Cars: Indian Touring

Cars (Race-1): 1. Arjun Balu +

(Race Concepts, Coimbatore)
15:10.042; 2. Anindith Reddy
(Rayo Racing, Hyderabad)
15:14.040; 3. Jeet Jhabakh
(Rayo Racing, Hyderabad)
15:18.511. Race-2 (10 laps): 1.
Anindith Reddy (22:46.971); 2.
Jeet Jhabakh (22:47.931); 3.
Arjun Balu (22:56.702).

Super Stock: Race-1: 1. Deepak
Ravikumar (Performance Rac-
ing, Chennai) 16:06.931; 2. R.P.
Raja Rajan (Performance Rac-
ing, Chennai) 16:07.189; 3.
Rithvik Thomas (Race Con-
cepts, Bengaluru) 16:12.150.
Race-2 (10 laps): 1. Deepak Ra-
vikumar (23:43.580); 2. Divy
Nandan (Race Concepts, Ben-
galuru) 24:01.372; 3. Alisha
Abdullah (Race Concepts,
Chennai) 24:04.515.

Indian Junior Touring Cars:
Race-1: 1. Charan Chandran
(Pvt., Coimbatore) 16:53.207;
2. Hatim Shabbir Jamnagarwa-
la (Performance Racing, Chen-
nai).

Race-2 (10 laps): 1. Varun Ane-
kar (Race Concepts, Bengalu-
ru) 23:30.019; 2. K. Srinivas Te-
ja  (Performance  Racing,
Chennai) 23:59.409; 3. Charan
Chandran (23:59.737).
Volkswagen Polo: Race-1: 1.
Aditya Swaminathan (Bengalu-
ru) 14:00.605; 2. Anmol Singh
Sahil (Ghaziabad) 14:01.650; 3.

Saurav Bandyopadhyay
(Thane) 14:03.285. Race-2 (10
laps): 1. Pratik Sonawane

(Pune) 19:46.949; 2. Ritesh Rai
(Chennai) 19:48.035; 3. Sid-
harth Mehdiratta (Lucknow)
19:48.806.

Thailand dominates India

SUDIRMAN CUP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
VANTAA (FINLAND)

The men’s pairing of M.R.
Arjun and Dhruv Kapila was
the only bright spot as India
suffered a 1-4 loss to Thai-
land in its group-A opener,

jeopardising the chances of
qualifying for knockout
stage of Sudirman Cup bad-
minton here on Sunday.

India will play defending
champion China on Mon-
day, before taking on hosts
Finland in the world mixed
team championships on
Wednesday.

Nethra bags bronze

SAILING

SPORTS BUREAU
HUNGARY

India’s Nethra Kumanan
(27 points) bagged the
bronze medal in the laser
radial category of the Euro-
pa Cup Hungary in Lake
Balaton on Sunday.

»

In the six races, Nethra
finished eighth in first race,
sixth in races second and
fifth in third and fourth and
19th in Race five and third
in the sixth and final race.

Australia’s Zoe Thomson
(5 points) finished first and
Rosine Baudet of Switzer-
land (20) came second.

M ND-NDE
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