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UP. ‘dragging its feet

Delhi govt. announces
compensation for farmers
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Wednesday announced
¥50,000 per hectare

as compensation for farmers
whose crops have been
damaged in the unseasonal
rain. Mr. Kejriwal claimed
that this amount was

the highest in the country
and that efforts were on

to ensure that farmers
receive it within two months.

CITY » PAGE 3

BJP open to an alliance
with Amarinder Singh

NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Wednesday
appeared open to an alliance
with the yet to be formed
political party of former
Punjab Chief Minister Captain
Amarinder Singh (retd.), a
day after the latter made

an overture. BJP general
secretary and party's Punjab
in charge Dushyant Gautam
said Capt. Singhwas a
“patriot” and the BJP

was open to tie-ups

with “nationalist forces".
NEWS » PAGE 9
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in Lakhimpur case: SC

Court finds that only four of 44 witnesses gave statements

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday found it hard to dis-
pel the impression that the
Uttar Pradesh Government
is “dragging its feet” in the
Lakhimpur Kheri case, in
which a Union Minister’s son
is accused of mowing down
protesting farmers with an
SUV.

A three-judge Bench, led
by Chief Justice of India N.V.
Ramana, discovered from a
status report filed by the Go-
vernment just minutes be-
fore the hearing that only
four of the 44 witnesses to
the brutal incident had given
their statements to the judi-
cial magistrate so far.

The incident, which alleg-
edly involves the convoy of
Union Minister of State for
Home Ajay Mishra Teni, oc-
curred on October 3.

A statement recorded by a
magistrate under Section
164 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC) is valuable
later during trial as corrobo-
rative evidence. It can be
used to bolster the prosecu-
tion case against the ac-
cused. Any delay in record-
ing  statements  under
Section 164 of the CrPC
creates room for influencing
the witnesses.

Senior advocate Harish
Salve, for Uttar Pradesh, said
he was instructed that the

Court’'s concern

A three-judge Bench of the Supreme Court perused a
status report filed by the State Government on the
investigation into the Lakhimpur Kheri violence

c The reconstruction
of the crime is differ-

ent from recording the Sec-

tion 164 CrPC statements

of witnesses ... How many

of the 10 accused
persons in this

= case are in judicial

4!‘ - custody and
~ police custody?
LN N.V. RAMANA
‘Chief Justice of India

delay occurred due to the
Dasara holidays. The courts
were closed for the festival.

“What is the connection
between Dasara vacation
and criminal courts?” Chief
Justice Ramana shot back.

Justice Surya Kant said,
“Why have the statements of
only four witnesses been re-
corded out of 44? Your Spe-
cial Investigation Team is the
best person to know who
can be browbeaten.”

The State’s Additional Ad-
vocate-General, Garima Par-
shad, said the police had not
wasted time and, in the
meanwhile, “reconstructed
the crime scene”.

Chief Justice Ramana ad-
dressed Ms. Parshad, “The
reconstruction of the crime
is different from recording

c Why have the
statements of

only four witnesses

been recorded out of

44? Your Special Inves-

tigation Team is

the best person

to know

¥ who can be

“%_ . browbeaten

jj Justice
J/ SURYAKANT

the Section 164 CrPC state-
ments of witnesses. Our
question is why were they
not taken all this while?”

Justice Hima Kohli, on the
Bench, told the State, “We
think you are dragging your
feet... Please dispel the
impression.”

Chief Justice Ramana told
Mr. Salve, “Please tell them
to start on the Section 164
statements... ”

The senior lawyer urged
the court to adjourn the case
to next week. He promised
that things would be cleared
up by then. He said that in
the last hearing on October
8, the court voiced doubts
whether the State was “go-
ing soft” on the accused.

CONTINUED ON» PAGE 8

Kushinagar now hub of Buddhist tourist circuit

PM opens airport, says focus is on developing places associated with Lord Buddha

JAGRITI CHANDRA
KUSHINAGAR

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday inaugu-
rated the Kushinagar Inter-
national Airport in Uttar Pra-
desh, which will help
connect key Buddhist pil-
grimage sites.

Kushinagar is an impor-
tant Buddhist pilgrim desti-
nation, and is believed to be
the final resting place of Gau-
tam Buddha.

An inaugural flight of Sri
Lankan Airlines landed at
the airport earlier in the day,
bringing a large contingent

of Buddhist monks and Sri
Lankan Ministers, including
Sports Minister Namal Raja-
paksa, nephew of President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa and son
of Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa. They met Mr. Mo-
di at an event at the Mahapa-
rinirvana Temple here.

Diplomats from 12 coun-
tries where Buddhism is
practised, including Mongo-
lia, Myanmar, Vietnam, Cam-
bodia, Thailand, Bhutan, Re-
public of Korea, Nepal and
Japan, were also present.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Indian team meets Taliban Dy. PM

In Moscow, 10-nation statement recognises the ‘new reality’ in Afghanistan

SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI

India joined a 10-nation
statement recognising the
“new reality” of the Taliban
in power in Afghanistan at
the Moscow format meeting
on Wednesday, as Indian of-
ficials reportedly met Tali-
ban Deputy Prime Minister
Abdul Salam Hanafi and of-
fered humanitarian aid to
the regime in Kabul.

News of the meeting bet-
ween the Taliban delegation
and J.P. Singh, Joint Secre-
tary for Pakistan-Afghanis-
tan-Iran, Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs, was reported
over the Twitter handle of
the Taliban Deputy Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Minis-

New equations: Members of the Taliban Government

delegation in Moscow on Wednesday. =ap

ter and spokesperson, Zabi-
hullah Mujahid.

The MEA made no imme-
diate comment, but Govern-
ment sources confirmed to
The Hindu that the meeting

Maharashtra firm sold
‘GM-contaminated rice

PRISCILLA JEBARAJ
NEW DELHI

The Centre has identified a
Maharashtra-based expor-
ter as the source of the bro-
ken rice flagged in Europe
as contaminated with genet-
ic modifications (GM) earlier
this year, the Commerce Mi-
nistry said on Wednesday.

It added that the 500-
tonne consignment was gi-
ven a non-GMO certification
by an independent agency.

While reiterating that GM
rice is not grown commer-
cially in India, the Ministry

asked genetic and rice ex-
perts, including the Indian
Agricultural Research Insti-
tute (IARI), to investigate.

IARI Director A.K. Singh
told The Hindu that the Eu-
ropean Commission must
share details of specific ge-
netic markers found in the
consignment, so that it
could be tracked to ascer-
tain if there were any linkag-
es to any of the approved
field trials of GM rice in
India.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

had taken place, and India
was considering donation of
a large consignment of
wheat and other aid to Af-
ghanistan.

“Both sides considered it

necessary to take into ac-
count each other’s concerns
and improve diplomatic and
economic relations. The In-
dian side finally expressed
readiness to provide a wide
range of humanitarian assis-
tance to the Afghans,” Mr.
Mujahid said in a series of
tweets announcing the
meeting between “the Spe-
cial Representative of India
for Iran, Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan” and Mr. Hanafi in
Moscow.

This would be the first
time India has officially an-
nounced aid for Afghanistan
after the August 15 takeover
of Kabul by the Taliban.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Denied bail, Aryan Khan
moves Bombay HC

Case pertains to NCB drug bust on cruise

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Actor Shah Rukh Khan’s son
Aryan Khan on Wednesday
moved the Bombay High
Court after a special court
rejected his bail in the case
of the busting of a drug rack-
et on a cruise ship on Octob-
er 2.

The appeal of Aryan
Khan, 23, is expected to be
heard in the High Court on
Thursday.

Aryan

Khan, who is

lodged at the Arthur Road
Jail, was arrested on Octob-
er 3 by the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) after the
cruise raid.

Judge V.V. Patil of the spe-
cial court under the Narcot-
ic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act also
rejected the bail pleas of Ar-
baaz Merchant, 26, and
Munmun Dhamecha, 39, ar-
rested with him.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

SC decision
on physical
hearings
sparks debate

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court’s deci-
sion to shift gears from vir-
tual to physical hearings
twice a week became a
point of debate on the very
first day of the court’s reo-
pening after Dasara holi-
days on Wednesday.

Several senior lawyers,
including senior advocate
Kapil Sibal and Solicitor-
General Tushar Mehta,
urged the Chief Justice of
India not to make physical
hearings mandatory.

Mr. Sibal said some cas-
es had records which ran
into 50 to 60 volumes, and
allowing just one briefing
lawyer inside the cour-
troom would affect proper
legal representation of the
matter. Senior advocate Vi-
kas Singh, who is the presi-
dent of the Supreme Court
Bar Association, said he
objected to Mr. Sibal’s plea.

The CJI said the court
was forced to modify its
standard operating proce-
dure to make physical
court mandatory on Wed-
nesdays and Thursdays.

The first full physical
hearing in the Supreme
Court would start from Oc-
tober 21, a Thursday.

The CJI said certain sec-
tions had been clamouring
that the court was “shirk-
ing” from physical hear-
ings. The CJI agreed to
place the issue before oth-
er judges later in the day.
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Hotel employee
held with 90 kg
firecrackers

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi police have ar-
rested a 26-year-old man,
an employee of a five-star
hotel, for allegedly possess-
ing 90 kg firecrackers,
which he had planned to
sell, in central Delhi’s Jama
Masjid area.

Constable Dharmender
and assistant sub-inspector
P.R. Patnayak arrested the
accused, identified as
Mohd. Azim, along with a
plastic bag containing 90 kg
firecrackers on Tuesday.

The accused is a resident
of Dharampura in Jama
Masjid area, the police said,
adding that he has been
booked under Section 286
(acting rashly or negligently
with an explosive substance
to endanger human life) of
the Indian Penal Code and
Sections of the Indian Ex-
plosive Act.

Significantly, the DPCC
had banned the sale and
possession of firecrackers
in the NCR.

Open fair price shop in Baprola
so that poor are served well: HC

Court takes note of the fact that women have to walk through forest to fetch rations

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has
asked the AAP government
to open a fair price shop
(FPS) at Rajiv Ratan Awas
Yojana, Phase-2, Baprola,
for the convenience of
more than 800 families
mostly belonging to the

economically weaker
section.
Justice Nazmi Waziri

took note that the nearest
FPS is approximately 2.5
km away, and women have
to walk through deserted
stretches and forest areas
to fetch rations and feed
their families.

“It is in the interest of the
State to ensure that citizens
do not have to chart their
ways through difficult areas
simply to get foodgrains at
subsidised prices,” Justice
Wagziri said.

“In the special facts and

circumstances, it is appro-
priate that the Delhi go-
vernment open an FPS in
the aforesaid place or in the
immediate vicinity...so that
the poorest of the poor are
served well by the State,”
the court ordered.

The court’s direction
came while hearing a plea
for an FPS by residents of
Rajiv Ratan Awas Yojana.

The government said
that there are only 320 ra-
tion cardholders in the

Turning off engines at signal can
help reduce pollution by 15%: Rai

Minister urges public to be part of ‘Red Light On, Gaadi Off” drive

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Air pollution caused by vehi-
cles can be reduced by 15%-
20% if everyone takes part in
the ‘Red Light On, Gaadi Off’
campaign, Environment Mi-
nister Gopal Rai said on
Wednesday.

“This campaign is a great
initiative to reduce vehicular
pollution in Delhi. The aim
of the ‘Red Light On, Gaadi
Off’ campaign is to stop the
burning of fuel in vehicles
parked at intersections. If
the two crore people of Del-
hi do their part with full res-

A volunteer during ‘Red light
On, Gaadi Off' campaign in
the city. =FILEPHOTO

ponsibility, then we can re-
duce the vehicular pollution
by 15%-20%,” Mr. Rai said.
The campaign is volun-
tary. “I call upon the two
crore people of Delhi. This

entire campaign is on your
shoulders. This campaign
will run till November 18. We
are confident that the way
we are running the anti-dust
campaign in Delhi, we will
also see success similarly
with this campaign,” he said.
The Delhi government
started the campaign earlier
this week and appealed to ci-
tizens to turn off their vehi-
cles when the traffic signal is
red. “To give further impe-
tus to the initiative, all the
MLAs of Delhi will campaign
at Chandgi Ram Akhara on
Thursday,” Mr. Rai said.

area; therefore it may not
be feasible to operate an
FPS with a small amount of
margin money. The margin
money is 32 per kg of food-
grain supplied by an FPS.
Generally, each FPS caters
to about 1,000 ration card-
holders, it said.

Exception to rule

The High Court, however,
highlighted that there is an
exception to the rule where
an FPS can be opened for
lesser numbers.

As per the guidelines for
allotment of FPS outlets, as
notified by the Delhi go-
vernment in August 1997,
an FPS can be established
in an area where there are
about 1,000 food cardhol-
ders and about 1,400 cards
in case of kerosene oil de-
pot.

The guidelines also pro-
vided that in case of ]JJ

(jhuggi jhopri) clusters and
other areas inhabited by
poorer sections of society,
and in special cases, relaxa-
tion of norms for opening
of anew PDS outlet can also
be considered.

The High Court ordered
the Delhi government to
submit a compliance affida-
vit by November 30, and
posted the case for further
hearing on December 8.

During the hearing, the
counsel, representing the
petitioner, said that there
exists a community centre
in the residential area and a
portion of it has already
been earmarked for open-
ing of an FPS.

The counsel contended
that due to the long dis-
tance of 2.5 km for the near-
est FPS, the morsel of food
comes at a palpable cost to
the safety and security of
the residents.

House help kidnaps 7-year-old
boy, demands 1.10 cr. ransom

Accused nabbed near Gokulpuri metro station; boy rescued

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 22-year-old house help
has been arrested for alleg-
edly kidnapping a seven-
year-old boy from Shahda-
ra’s Gandhi Nagar for a ran-
som of .10 crore, the
police said on Wednesday.

Joint Commissioner of
Police (Eastern Range) Sagar
Preet Hooda said that the ac-
cused has been identified as
Monu from Uttar Pradesh.
He was arrested with the
help of technical surveil-
lance, the police said.

DCP (Shahdara) R. Sathi-
yasundaram said that they
received a PCR call at 4 p.m.
on Tuesday from the boy’s
father, who said that the mi-
nor had been kidnapped by
their help who they had
hired about a week ago to
look after the child. The
father said that Monu had
gained the boy’s trust and
on Tuesday evening, he
took the child on the pretext

O The fa'mily

negotiated that
they could not pay
more than 10 lakh
but he refused to
reduce the ransom
amount

R. SATHIYASUNDARAM
DCP (Shahdara)

of buying him some edibles
and didn’t return for an
hour.

“Our other house help
said that Monu had taken his
phone and when we called,
the number was switched
off. When we tried again, it
was on and he picked up
and said that he was bring-
ing him in half an hour. But
when we called again after
half an hour, he said that he
would only return the child
after we gave him <1.10
crore,” the father, who runs
a mineral water plant, said.

The police registered a
case and began
investigation.

“The phone was put on
technical surveillance while
the family negotiated that
they could not pay more
than 10 lakh but he refused
to reduce the ransom
amount and switched off the
phone,” Mr. Sathiyasunda-
ram said.

The family, along with
police officials, then roamed
the area where the phone
location was traced and fi-
nally, the boy and the ac-
cused were spotted near Go-
kulpuri metro station. The
boy was rescued and the ac-
cused was arrested.

On interrogation, the pol-
ice said, Monu disclosed
that he was planing to buy a
flat in Mumbai using the ran-
som money.

The boy’s family said that
Monu had gained the child’s
trust in a week so much so
that when the police were
arresting him, he asked
them not to do so, as Monu
was his uncle.

City’s air quality falls to ‘poor’ category, expected to worsen

X3.07 crore levied as environmental compensation charge for violating dust control measures: CAQM

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

The air quality in the city de-
teriorated from “satisfacto-
ry” category on Tuesday to
“poor” on Wednesday. It is
expected to worsen further,
as per official data.

“In the presence of local
dry weather and north-west-
erly wind, local dust emis-
sion will lead to high PM10.
Additional dust transport
from desert areas is very
likely. Fire emission from
upwind region will increase
PM2.5 concentration as
winds are from north-west
region at transport level.
The overall AQI is likely to
degrade to higher end of
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A worker spraying bio-decomposer solution in a field at

Fatehpur Jat village of Narela.

moderate or poor category
for the next three days,” said
monitoring agency SAFAR
(System of Air Quality and
Weather Forecasting and Re-
search).

= FILE PHOTO: SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Also, the share of stubble
burning in neighbouring
States in causing air pollu-
tion is likely to increase in
the next two days if there is
no rain.

The AQI of Delhi was 221
on Wednesday, up from 69
on Tuesday, as per the Cen-
tral  Pollution  Control
Board’s 4 p.m. bulletin,
which is an average of the
past 24 hours and consi-
dered the day’s AQI.

Surprise checks
Meanwhile, ¥3.07 crore has
been levied as environmen-
tal compensation charge on
construction and demolition
sites in Delhi and NCR for
violating dust control mea-
sures, as per the Commis-
sion for Air Quality
Management.

Following the directions
of the commission, dedicat-

3 held in make-up artist murder case

Police suspect it to be a case of sudden provocation

STAFF REPORTER
M}ELHI

Three youths were arrested
for their alleged involve-
ment in the murder of a 24-
year-old aspiring make-up
artist in Dwarka’s Bindapur
in the early hours of Tues-
day, the police said, adding
that it appears to be a case
of sudden provocation.

DCP (Dwarka) Shankar
Chaudhary said that the
three have been identified
as Ankit Gaba, who can be
seen in the CCTV footage at-
tacking the victim, identi-
fied as Dolly Babbar alias
Kishu, and Himanshu and
Manish Sharma, who were
with Ankit at the time of the
incident. But the role of the
duo is being examined.

Mr. Chaudhary said that
the incident occurred near
the victim’s house after a
party at an under-construc-
tion building where the four
of them — Dolly and the

The accused in police
custody.
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

three accused — got togeth-
er and drank. “During the
party, a heated argument
broke out between Ankit
and Dolly over personal is-
sues, which turned into a
fight. He then stabbed her
in the presence of Himan-
shu and Manish,” the DCP
said.

The police said that the
accused already had a knife
in his two-wheeler. “While
it appears to be a case of
sudden provocation, the

presence of a weapon in his
vehicle puts a question

mark over whether the mur-

der was planned,” Mr.

Chaudhary said.

Escape plan

During investigation, it was
revealed that after commit-
ting the crime, they es-

caped to Patiala. “After they

found that the police were

chasing them and they

couldn’t find a permanent
hideout, they decided to re-

turn to Delhi and dispersed

after reaching here. Himan-

shu and Manish were arrest-
ed in Dwarka Mor and Ankit :

was arrested at an under-

construction building in

Dwarka Sector-23,” he said.
Ankit, while trying to
evade arrest, fell from the

second floor of the building

and injured his legs, Mr.
Chaudhary said,

to a hospital.

adding
that he has been admitted

CIN : U74999JH2017SGC009474

Jharkhand Communication Network Limited
(A SPV under DoIT& e-Gov., Govt. of Jharkhand)

Office : 3" Floor, Room No.: 1, Above Cafetaria, Project Building, HEC Dhurwa, Ranchi-834004

Contact : 0651-2245621/2446147

NIT
{Tender Ref.:- JCNL-04/2021}

Tender

Jharkhand Communication Network Ltd. invites online bid through e-Procurement process from eligible
firms/agencies for “Leasing of Dark Fiber for 11 district of BharatNet Phase-II, Jharkhand”, based
on scope of work as mentioned in re-tender document. The bid shall be downloaded/submitted online
from the Website http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in. The bidder(s) should have necessary portal enrolment
with their own Digital Signature Certificate:-

(a) S.

Name of Work EMD Cost of Tender Document Perl_o&? of
N. Validity
Rs 50,00,000/-/- (Rupees Rs. 10,000/-
Fifty Lakhs only) in the (Rupees Ten Thousands Only) in
“Leasing of Dark Fiber for 11 | form of Bank Guarantee in | the form of Demand Draft in
1| district of BharatNet Phase- | favour of CEO, Jharkhand | favour of CEO, Jharkhand 180 Days
11, Jharkhand” Communication Network | Communication Network Ltd.
Ltd. Payable at Ranchi, Payable at Ranchi, Jharkhand
Jharkhand

ed teams were deployed in
the States to inspect con-
struction and demolition
(C&D) sites.

“They have so far carried
out surprise checks and in-
spections at more than
6,596 sites, of which 963
sites were found to be non-
compliant with various C&D
waste management rules
and dust mitigation mea-
sures. Further, an amount of
approximately 3.07 crore
has been levied as environ-
mental compensation
charge against the defaulting
agencies, besides orders for
stoppage of work at 52 loca-
tions,” an official statement
said.

IIT announces
scholarships,
seed funding

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

IIT-Delhi on Wednesday an-
nounced an Endowment
Merit Scholars Programme
that will provide 120 merit
scholarships every year to
batches of 15 women and 15
men pursuing BTech/dual
degree. It also announced
an Endowment Nurture
Fund that aims to offer
graduating students an op-
portunity to be awarded
seed funding for their pro-
posed ventures, encourag-
ing them to embark on de-
veloping and nurturing
their entrepreneurial ideas
and aspirations rather than
seeking job placement, the
institute said.

The institute had last
year established the IIT-D
Endowment Fund and had
announced the two initia-
tives to encourage diversity
in scholastic excellence and
entrepreneurship.

Ramgopal Rao, Director
of IIT-Delhi and chairman
of the Endowment Fund
Board, said that the insti-
tute has taken a historic
step with the establishment
of the Endowment Fund,
and it is encouraging to re-
ceive the collective support
of the alumni towards the
realisation of the institute’s
vision.

“The endowment initia-
tive has helped the institute
connect with the alumni at
a deeper level and engage
them on a variety of activi-
ties,” Mr. Rao said.
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Delhi govt. announces 350,000 per
hectare compensation for farmers

BJP says the amount should be increased to ¥50,000 per acre, threatens agitation

Timings
DELHI
THURSDAY, OCT. 21
RISE  06:26 SET 17:46
RISE 18:21 SET 06:50
FRIDAY, OCT. 22
RISE 06:26 SET 17:45
RISE 18:54 SET 07:45
SATURDAY, OCT. 23
RISE  06:27
RISE  19:29

SET 17:44
SET 08:39

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 31 20
Safdarjang 31 20
Palam 32 2

Delhi Palam Today

32°C The mist and haze will
occur during slight cool
morning. Day will be little
warm. Night remains slight
cool.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow

33°C A dry weather to
continue. Morning will be hazy.
Day will be warm. Night
remains pleasant.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.

IN BRIEF

City adds 25 COVID-19
cases, no deaths

NEW DELHI

The city reported no COVID-19
deaths in 24 hours and the
total number of fatalities
stood at 25,090, as per a
bulletin released by the Delhi
government on Wednesday.
Twenty-five new cases were
reported, taking the total
cases to 14,39,466. A total of
56,293 tests were conducted
in a day and the test positivity
rate was 0.04%. There are
310 active cases.

THE# 2 HINDU
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Wednesday an-
nounced I50,000 per hec-
tare as compensation for
farmers whose crops have
been damaged in the unsea-
sonal rain.

Mr. Kejriwal claimed that
this amount was the highest
in the country and that ef-
forts were on to ensure that
farmers receive it within two
months.

The officials concerned,
the CM said, had been direct-
ed to complete surveying the
damaged crops in a fortnight
following which the com-
pensation would reach the
affected farmers’ accounts.

“A few days ago, I met a
delegation of farmers who
apprised me of how the un-
seasonal rain had ruined
their crops. I want to tell all
the farmers of Delhi that
they need not worry about
the situation,” Mr. Kejriwal
said at a digital briefing.

“I stand with you. Ever

W s

A spell of rain catches motorlsts unawares in Delhl =FILE PHOTO

since we came to power 6-7
years ago, we have been giv-
ing a compensation of
%50,000 per hectare whe-
never crops have been dam-
aged in Delhi,” he said.

Mr. Kejriwal said this com-
pensation amount was the
highest provided by a go-
vernment in the country
with most States disbursing
around 38,000 to 10,000
per hectare. “I want to as-

North Delhi civic body launches
online portal for funeral services

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The North Delhi Municipal
Corporation on Tuesday an-
nounced the launch of its on-
line cremation and burial
grounds application that will
give users real-time updates
on availability of slots and
will also generate digital cre-
mation slips.

Mayor Raja Igbal Singh
said users can utilise the ser-
vice through the online por-
tal section on the civic body’s
website. “The North civic bo-
dy is making an all-out effort

to provide services to the citi-
zens at their doorsteps,” he
added.

Currently, there are 12 cre-
matoria under the North Del-
hi corporation’s jurisdiction.
They are Nigam Bodh Ghat,
Inder Puri, Panchkuian
Road, Satnagar, Beri Wala
Bagh, Wazirpur, Paschim Vi-
har cremation ground, Hai-
derpur cremation ground,
Rohini Sector-26 cremation
ground, Mangol Puri crema-
tion ground, Mangol Puri
cemetery and Mangol Puri
burial ground.

sure all the farmers that we
will help and support them;
their compensation will
reach their accounts as soon
as possible,” he added.

Leader of Opposition in
the Delhi Assembly Ramvir
Singh Bidhuri termed the an-
nouncement a victory for,
and a result of pressure
from, the BJP.

He, however, said that the
amount of compensation

O A few days ago, I

met a delegation of
farmers who
apprised me of
how the
unseasonal rain
had ruined their
crops

ARVIND KEJRIWAL
Chief Minister

was less and it must be in-
creased along with the fulfil-
ment of other outstanding
demands of the Capital’s
farmers.

“The compensation
amount is very less and
should be increased to
¥50,000 per acre. The farm-
ers should also get subsidy
for the purchase of diesel,
electricity and agricultural
machinery like in other
States,” Mr. Bidhuri
demanded.

“If these demands are not
met, the BJP will launch an
agitation in the interests of
Delhi’s farmers after Diwali,”
he added.

225-foot-long national flag
to be displayed at Red Fort

This is to mark 100 crore vaccinations

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The 225-foot-long monu-
mental national flag made
by the Khadi and Village In-
dustries Commission
(KVIC), which was unveiled
earlier in Leh, will be dis-
played at Red Fort to cele-
brate 100 crore COVID-19
vaccinations on Thursday.
The tricolour made of
Khadi, which weighs 1,400
kg, is 150 feet wide and was
conceptualised to celebrate

“Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav”.

It was displayed at Leh in
the Union Territory of La-
dakh on October 2. As many
as 180 Army jawans tugged
the flag to a hilltop, 13,000
feet above sea level.

The Army is the custodian
of the flag as the flag code
has to be adhered while dis-
playing it. A KVIC official
said the flag will be used on a
rotational basis for all events
of national importance in
the coming days.

SDMC schools to get
586 primary teachers

‘The move won't make any difference’

MUNEEF KHAN
NEW DELHI

Addressing the shortage of
teaching staff at primary
schools falling under the
South Delhi Municipal Cor-
poration (SDMC), Samagra
Shiksha-Delhi has an-
nounced the engagement of
586 schoolteachers, on a
contractual basis, under the
Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan

(SSA).
The move comes after
Mayor Mukesh Suryan

wrote a letter to Union Edu-
cation Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan, stating that
there was a “shortfall of 600
teachers”, which were to be
“urgently filled with con-
tractual teachers as a tem-
porary measure”.

Mr. Suryan said that these
teachers had been serving at
SDMC schools “since 2001”
and “could not be engaged
during the pandemic pe-
riod”. “These teachers are
now under the SSA and they
will have a regular renewal
of their contracts, unlike
previous instances where

they had to wait and do mul-
tiple follow-ups,” he said in
the letter.

Currently, there are close
to three lakh students study-
ing in SDMC schools.

Reacting to the decision,
some heads of SDMC
schools said that they faced
“bigger issues” and that the
move “would make no diffe-
rence” to their situation.

A school official, who did
not wish to be named, said
he faced a “massive” shor-
tage of teachers for the
“evening shift”. “We have
only 14 teachers handling the
evening shift; there are 21 va-
cancies that need to be filled.
I do not think we will get any
teachers from the 586 that
have been approved. These
586 teachers were serving on
a contractual basis even be-
fore, except the lockdown
period,” he said.

He added that close to
“400 students” had enrolled
in the current academic
year for the evening shift
and the teaching staff were
inadequate.

Valmiki Jayanti
to be celebrated
on grand scale,
says Kejriwal

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government will
celebrate Valmiki Jayanti
on a grand scale at Thyaga-
raj Stadium on Saturday,
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal said on Wednesday.

The Chief Minister made
the announcement follow-
ing his visit to the Valmiki
Temple at Mandir Marg,
which is located in his As-
sembly Constituency of
New Delhi.

“This is the first time
that the occasion will be
marked on such a grand
scale and each citizen of
Delhi is invited to be part of
the celebrations,” Mr. Kejri-
wal was quoted as saying.

The CM said that the Ra-
mayana is a legendary epic
that tells society about the
Dharma of each and every
person in this world.

“If we adopt the path
shown by Lord Valmiki
even fractionally in our
lives, then we will be able
to lead much better lives,”
he added.
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Punjab police foil major cross-border smuggling bid

Twenty-two pistols, 44 magazines and 100 live rounds besides a packet of heroin recovered

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

In an intelligence-led operation,
the Punjab police on Wednesday
said they have recovered arms
and ammunition besides heroin
during a search operation from
near the fencing on the border in
Tarn Taran district.

The operation was jointly con-
ducted by the Border Security
Force (BSF) and the Counter In-
telligence Amritsar in Mianwali
Hithaar in the Khemkarn sector.

Officiating DGP Igbal Preet
Singh Sahota said on receipt of
information that Pakistani opera-
tives have concealed a huge con-
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Huge haul: Arms and ammunition that were recovered in Tarn Taran
district on Wednesday. =pri

BSF authorities.

signment of arms and heroin, the
Counter Intelligence Amritsar
was sent to the spot and a search
operation was planned with the

Fe

iFefufulufa
Fafalslals

He said that during the comb-
ing operation, the teams have re-
covered 22 pistols (most of them
.30 bore Star mark) along with 44
magazines and 100 live rounds

besides a packet of heroin
(weighing 934 grams) packed in a
black-coloured kit bag concealed
in a paddy field.

Mr. Sahota said during preli-
minary investigation, it has come
to light that the consignment was
placed by Pakistani smugglers in
the Indian territory as part of
their ‘conceal and clear’ modus
operandi.

A case under Sections 511 of
the IPC, Sections 21, 28, 29 of the
NDPS Act, Section 25 of the Arms
Act and Section 14-Finance Act
has been registered at the police
station SSOC Amritsar on Octob-
erl19.

CLASSIFIEDS MART

TO ADVERTISE:
www.thehinduads.com

011-43579738 * 43579797

EDUCATIONAL

ForumilN

(® mmm g | SCORE 300+

in Sociology Optional 2022
Sociology Optional Foundation 2022

25 th

‘OCTOBER 2021
Improve competence through meticulously designed classes covering concepts and its
applications, crisp handouts with coverage of dynamic portion.

Sociology Augmented Test Series 2021 omc:)li;Zz‘zt:m

Master the art of answer writing with quality questions and meticulous synopsis.

ForumlIAS Offline Guidance Center

2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19, Pusa Road, Opp. Metro Pillar 95-96, Karol Bagh, Delhi - 110005

© 9821711605, 9311740900 @ admissions@forumias.academy | https://academy.forumias.com

VA VIJETHA 1AS ACADEMY

WWW.VIJETHAIASACADEMY.COM - Strive for continuous improvement

ANTHROPOLOGY

v Anthropology Classes Offline / Online
v Anthropology Crash Course Online 2021 MAINS
v Anthropology Test Series 2021 MAINS
(12 Tests Series (Rs. 5000/-) , 8 Tests Series (Rs. 4000/-))
v Mentorship Program 2021 MAINS
(Incl. Daily Answer Writing Practice+ 12 Tests) (Rs. 7500/-)

©011-42473555 | 9650852636 G

7150, I Floor, Near Roop Vatika, Shankar Road, ORN, New Delhi-60

SOCIOLOGY

Under Mentorship of Vikash Ranjan Sir

FOU ON

\WITH DALLY ANSWER WRITING FOCUSED ON APPLIED SOCI0LOGY

A . IEFTTESD SRAMM
220 2To.
LIMITED SEATS Jsiicr siars |
OFFLINE/ONLINE & www.friumphias.com
SOCIOLOGY TOPPERS @ TRIUMPH IAS CSE-2020

£
) i
> 3
VINAYAK CHAMIDIA ~ ARYA R NAIR
MAITHREYI NAIDU  JUBIN MOHAPATRA 2
Far1 T3

TEST SERIES:

MENTORSHIP PROGRAMM

JAGRATI AWASTHI
FAR0O 2=

= T e
M2 7%  FArRdGE Fard7T =

ANTHRO

TEST SERIES
Mains 2021

A) Only Two Comprehensive Papers
Paper 1: Oct 31 | Paper 2: Nov 21
B) Time-Bound Answer-Writing Programme
Twice-a-week: For Those who Qualify Prelims
Mains 2022
A) Four Sectional Papers: Immediately After Main 2021

B,C) Two Comprehensive Papers and Time-Bound
Answer-Writing Prog. (Scheduled after Pre 2022)

VAID’s ICS, DELHI

Ph: 0-9311337737, 0-9999946748

EDUCATIONAL

BLIC
ADMINISTRATION
SOCIOLOGY

GS MAINS
GS Pre cum Mains (ILP)

Admissions Open

EMPOWER IAS

011- 49409261, 8470940655

www.empowerias.com

EDUCATIONAL

77 AMBITION

LAW INSTITUTE

“Law is nothing
but common Sense
and logicy,

Alok Kr. Ranjan

Headmaster

This time Law Played a big role
in IAS Pre. Exam & will have
arole in mains GS Exam as well

IAS LAW (Online)
Foundation» 30 oct.
Test Series » 16 Nov.

+91- 8800662140

JUDICIARY FOUNDATION

23 Nov., 21|05 Jan., 22

JUDICIARY WEEKEND

| ONLINE |

|OFFLINE]
13 Nov., 21116 Jan., 22

20 Nov., 21125 March, 22
+91- 8800660380

AMBITION PUBLICATIONS

are available online on Ambition
Wehsites and at Shops.

BUY ONLINE
fittps://ambitionlawinstitute.com/publication/

Order Bare Act & Book On Call: 8506050204

Toll Free: 1800 12000 2001

Watch more success story
visit our

© YouTube Channel

@ Ambition Law Institute
B-10, 1st Floor, Above Maharashtra Bank,
Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi-110009
READ

SPORTSTAR

EVERY
FORTNIGHT

EDUCATIONAL

@© DR. RAMASWAMY IAS ACADEMY

Online / Offline Classes
in ESSAY

ESSAY

(Essay paper makes huge difference in Mains Score)

By DR. RAMASWAMY Hon'ble %Lcig RCa:j?ancellor
Starts: 29" Oct. (Fri) | sharp 6:00pm

SOCIOLOGY RIEEATT

By DR. RAMASWAMY (Sociology by a Sociologist) Wl MKV ETL)]
©9350933144, 9958589406
4-A/17, 3" Floor, Old Rajendra Nagar Main Market, New Delhi-60
Online/Offline Admission@) www.ramaswamyiasacademy.org

Pioneer

Dffline

SHSE STUDIES CLASSES.
CASEAJUDES CLASSES

OCTOBER NOVEMBER

25 5 PM TO 7:30 PM 22

Obijective is to enhance your level of preparedness, so that, you are quite
fid in ing such q i in the CSE 2021.

The highest marks in CSE 2020

i

11 in top 50 in CSE 2020
o~

- =
j
-

(RN B 23

st years records

S5350

—

OFFICE: 60/17, 2ND FLOOR (ABOVE SUBWAY RESTAURANT) OLD RAJINDER, DELHI-60

CLASS ROOM CENTRE: 17A/20, 3RD FLOOR, KAROL BAGH (NEAR WESTSIDE SHOWROOM)
=]

| e
o

VISIT US: www. ias.com Mail at: enquiri ias [ 19, 9654034293

KMAAN IAS ="

GS MAINS TEST SERIES

FOR CSE 2021

ALL MAINS TEST SERIES AT LUKMAAN |AS
ARE FACULTY-BASED RATHER THAN ONLY
MENTOR BASED
Brute-force for MAINS TEST SERIES doesn't work.
Writing MAINS TEST SERIES without specialized
faculty-based guidance may not work for the
most of the candidates.

FROM |

24TH
OCT.

Noaw there ks a new trend that how many test
series are written by a candidate rather than how
good the test series is for the candidate,
A good answer is known by its content and
perspective which comes through thorough
knowledge, understanding and specialized
faculty-based guidance.

THE

-
OFFER 220,200/- T18,000/- only |

ESSAY TEST SERIES PUBLIC ADMIN, TEST SERIES
ETHICS TEST SERIES SOCIOLOGY TESTSERIES | 230 OCT,

20 IN TOP 100 FROM VARIOUS COURSES IN CSE 2020

09 10 14 19 25 28 31 36 40 44 49 54 55 59 70 71 74 87 97 98

RESTAURANT) ®
"

ForumIl
SCORE 300+ in Geography Optional

Geography Optional Foundation 2022

o Comprehensive coverage of all the topics with
example/case studies based on current affairs;
Use of diagrams, maps, and flowcharts to visualize
and memorize geographical data.

© Special emphasis given on answer writing practice with PYQ discussions.

ForumlAS Offline Guidance Center
2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19, Pusa Road, Opp. Metro Pillar 95-96, Karol Bagh, Delhi - 110005

© 9821711605, 9311740900 @ admissions@forumias.academy | hitps://academy.forumias.com

Amarinder draws flak from
Cong., Akali and AAP leaders

Former CM termed an ‘opportunist’ and accused of colluding with the BJP

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

A day after former Punjab Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh an-
nounced that he would launch
his own party, he came in for
strong criticism from key political
parties in the State on
Wednesday.

Hitting out at Capt. Amarinder
Singh (retd.), Punjab’s Deputy
Chief Minister Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa termed him an oppor-
tunist.

Mr. Randhawa also blamed
Capt. Singh for enhancement of
powers of the Border Security
Force (BSF) in Punjab.

Shiromani Akali Dal leader and
former Union Minister Harsimrat
Kaur Badal said “It is now clear
that Capt. Amarinder Singh was
aligned with the BJP all along and
backstabbed his party as well as
Punjabis.”

“The cosy relationship that
Capt. Singh shared with the BJP
and Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di is also clear from the fact that
despite being an opposition Chief

HC asks NIA to file reply
on Teltumbde’s bail plea
in Elgaar Parishad case

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court on Wednesday di-
rected the National Investigation Agency
(NIA) to file a reply on a bail plea of Profes-
sor Anand Teltumbde, an accused in the

Elgaar Parishad-Maoist links case.

Prof. Teltumbde (71), who is in jail for
the last one-and-a-half years, had ap-
proached the HC last month, challenging
the order of a special court denying him

bail in July.

A Bench of Justices Nitin Jamdar and S.V.

Kotwal directed the NIA to file its
within two weeks.

In his plea filed through senior counsel

« I

Former Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh. «riLe pHOTO

Minister, the BJP never went after
him like they did in the case of
Mamata Bannerjee and others.
The most the PM said about him
was that he was a ‘swatantar fauji’
(independent soldier). Capt.
Singh’s announcement that he
would form his own party and
align with the BJP is proof that the
independent ‘fauji’ was always
working in collusion with the
BJP,” she said.

The Aam Aadmi Party’s (AAP)
Punjab affairs co-in-charge Ragh-

av Chadha in a statement said,
“Prime Minister Narendra Modi is
making every effort to prevent
the Aam Aadmi Party from form-
ing a government in Punjab.
While the Bharatiya Janata Party,
Akali Dal and the Congress are
failing to stop the Aam Aadmi
Party from forming a government
in Punjab, the Prime Minister has
fielded his beloved Capt. Amarin-
der Singh through a fourth party,
to prevent the formation of the
AAP government [next year].”

CBSE prints Minister’s
photo as ‘gram sevak’

He seeks its immediate removal

ALOK DESHPANDE
MUMBAI

Maharashtra Minister of
State for Home and Con-
gress leader Satej Patil has
found himself in a new posi-
tion, that of being a ‘gram
sevak’, thanks to the Cen-
tral Board of Secondary
Education.

Mr. Patil’s photograph
from a public function has
been printed with a caption
calling him a ‘gram sevak’ in
a CBSE book.

reply

Mihir Desai, Prof. Teltumbde has denied all

charges levelled against him and urged the

court to grant him bail.

On July 12 this year, the special NIA court
had rejected Prof. Teltumbde’s bail plea,
observing in its order that there existed a
prima facie case against him under the Un-
lawful Activities Prevention Act. The aca-

demician, however, challenged the

and said the NIA had picked and chosen

electronic evidence to suit its case.

Photo in Class III book

The picture has been print-
ed on page number 70 in a
chapter on the duties and
importance of Gram Pan-
chayat. The lesson is in the
Social Science book of Class
III. Mr. Patil’s office on Wed-
nesday sent an email to
CBSE chairman Manoj Ahu-

order

Telengana poll panel
conducts mock e-voting

It was part of the dry
run of the country’s
first smartphone-based
e-voting solution

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KHAMMAM

Around 55.6% of the total 3,830 per-
sons, who registered their names
through the distributed ledger tech-
nology based e-voting application,
participated in the dummy election
(mock e-voting) conducted by the
Telangana State Election Commis-
sion (TSEC) as part of the dry run of
the country’s first smartphone-
based e-voting solution, on a pilot
basis in Khammam on Wednesday.

According to sources, as many as
2128 registered voters in Khammam
Municipal Corporation (KMC) limits
participated in the mock voting
through the “TSEC eVote” Android
app from 7 am to 5 pm on
Wednesday.

The TSEC’s digital initiative is a

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General publicis hereby informed that one
male Namely Amit Raj S/o Sh. Amar nath
Gupta R/o Gobarsahi Pokhar, PS Sadar,
PO Khabra, Muzaffarpur, Bihar has been
missing/kidnapped from Chawri Bazaar in
the jurisdiction of PS Hauz Qazi, Delhi
since 26.06.2021. In this regard, a case
DD No. 60A dated 05.10.2021 has been
registered at P.S. Hauz Qazi, Delhi. The

description of the missing male is as ‘
under.

Age: 29 years, Height: 5'6”, Complexion:

http://cbi.nic.in
Ph: 011-24368638, 24368641
Fax No.011-24368639

DP/1036/CD/2021

AMIT RAJ 2

Wheatish, Face: Long, Built: Thin, Wearing: White colour shirt, 2
blue colour jeans pant and black sports shoes in feet. Sincere
efforts have been made by the local police to trace out him but no 5.
clue has come to light so far. If anyone have any information
about this kidnapped/missing male then please inform to the 6.
following Tel No./e-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in and Website:

Sd/- SHO
Hauz Qazi Delhi
PH. 011-23210414, 011-23212482
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Actor Jacqueline Fernandez

Sukesh Chandrashekar, offi-

Fernandez, 36, has
once appeared before the
agency in August and had re-
corded her statement under

collaborative effort involving the
Emerging Technologies Wing of the
State IT Department and the Centre
for Development of Advanced Com-

puting (C-DAC) to create an e-voting

facility for certain sections of the
electors including differently abled
voters to make elections more inclu-
sive and accessible.

3,830 people participated
Sources said that 14,804 persons
tried to register their names for the
mock voting through the mobile app
during the stipulated period. Ho-
wever, only 3,830 persons succeed-
ed in enrolling their names through
the DLT-based e-Voting application.
Many applicants reportedly faced
technical glitches during the regis-
tration process due to reasons like
failure to link their Aadhaar cards

with mobile phone numbers, among

other factors, sources added.

In a statement, Khammam Muni-
cipal Commissioner Adarsh Surabhi
said the mock voting (dry run for e-
voting) was conducted successfully.

Actor Jacqueline Fernandez =

The actor deposed before
the federal agency at 3.30 p.m.
after skipping its summons at

the provisions of the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering
Act in this case. It is under-
stood that the agency wants
to confront her with the
main accused in the case —
Mr. Chandrashekhar and his

»

ja demanding immediate re-
moval of the photograph.

Second-term Minister

“It is surprising that the re-
puted Central board has
printed the photograph
without any verification. Sa-
tej Patil is a senior Congress
leader and reputed politi-
cian from Maharashtra. He
has been serving his second
term as the Minister and has
been a member of the Legis-
lative Council. No wrong
should be taught to the chil-
dren of this country. We
hope the error is rectified
by the board immediately,”
the mail said.

When contacted, Mr. Pa-
til said, “Our office has al-
ready communicated this
issue to the CBSE Chairman
and I hope they will resolve
this issue at the earliest.”

Mueen Ali
appears
before ED

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI
Sayed Mueen Ali Shihab
Thangal, son of Indian Un-
ion Muslim League (IUML)
Kerala chief Panakkad Sayed
Hyderali Shihab Thangal,
appeared before the Enfor-
cement Directorate officials
in Kochi on Wednesday in
connection with the agency
probe into allegations of
money laundering using
Chandrika  daily, the
mouthpiece of the TUML.
The ED launched a probe
after complaints that 10
crore, which was suspected
to be part of the kickbacks
related to the Palarivattom
flyover corruption, was
laundered by using the ac-
counts of the daily. Mr.
Mueen had earlier held
IUML leader P.K. Kunhali-
kutty responsible for the fi-
nancial crisis the newspaper
was facing.

Actor questioned by ED in ‘conman’ case

Jacqueline Fernandez had skipped three summons earlier

actor wife Leena Maria Paul
— and also record her state-
ment again.

The agency, they said,
wants to understand some
trail of funds and transac-
tions that are allegedly
linked to Ms. Fernandez in
this case.

Actor and dancer Nora
Fatehi, 29, recorded her
statement with the ED last
week in this case.

Ms. Fatehi’s representa-
tive had said that she has
been the victim in the case
and being a witness, she is
cooperating and helping the
officers in the investigation.
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CBI files chargesheet
in judge murder case

He was mowed down on July 28

Student dies as school
bus falls into pond in A.P.
SRIKAKULAM

One student was killed when
a school bus fell into a pond
near Koyyam village of
Andhra Pradesh’s Srikakulam
district on Wednesday.
According to the police, the
victim was identified as
Mylapilli Raju, 6. Five other
students who were in the bus
were saved.

Nearly 2 lakh yet to get
second dose in Mysuru
MYSURU

Even as Mysuru district has
over two lakh doses of
vaccines in stock, there are
about two lakh people who
are yet to get their second
dose even after completing
the 84-day gap from their
first dose. To reduce the gap
in the fully vaccinated
population, the Department
of Health is holding a major
drive on Friday to vaccinate at
least one lakh people.

TDP bandh against attacks in A.P. partial

Jagan, Naidu trade
charges against
each other

STAFF REPORTER
VIJAYAWADA

The bandh called by the Op-
position Telugu Desam Party
to protest against the attacks
on its party offices in Andhra
Pradesh on Wednesday was
partial.

Alleging that TDP official
spokesman K. Pattabhiram
had made objectionable
comments and used unpar-
liamentary language against
Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy over the drugs
seizure issue, unidentified
miscreants attacked TDP of-
fices and the houses of some
party leaders.

Criticising the attacks,
TDP president N. Chandra-
babu Naidu gave a bandh call
on Wednesday. Many TDP
leaders and activists were ta-
ken into preventive custody,
and a few were kept under
house detention.

Loud and clear: TDP activists participating in the bandh called
by the party chief in Guntur on Wednesday. =T.visava kumar

Additional forces were de-
ployed at bus and railway
stations and at all govern-
ment offices across the State
as a precautionary measure.

Activists of YSRCP staged
dharnas at many districts
condemning the language
used by the TDP official
spokesman.

Blaming the TDP for Tues-
day’s disturbances, Mr. Red-
dy alleged that the Opposi-

tion party would not hesitate
to incite communal violence
as part of its conspiracy to
derail the government’s wel-
fare agenda.

In his speech that fol-
lowed the disbursement of fi-
nancial assistance under the
Jagananna Thodu scheme,
Mr. Reddy said the TDP was
unable to accept the growing
popularity of the govern-
ment, and was hence trying

“Toll in rain-related incidents rises to 42

Bodies of 19 killed in landslips recovered; six persons are missing, says Pinarayi

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan has said that 42
people had died in the State
in natural calamities trig-
gered by heavy rain between
October 12 and 20.

The bodies of 19 people
who died in landslips in the
districts of Kottayam (12 peo-
ple in Plapally and Kavali in
Koottickal panchayat) and
Idukki (seven from Kokkayar
and Peruvanthanam) were
recovered. Six people are
still missing, the Chief Minis-
ter told a press briefing here
on Wednesday.

As many as 3,851 families
were currently accommodat-
ed in 304 relief camps across
the State. Several families

Weather alert
for today
Pathaﬁamthitta,

Kottayam,
Idukki

RED
Heavy to extremely

heavy rain of over
20 cm in 24 hours

Yellow alert

~ Thiruvananthapuram,
Kollam, Ernakulam,
Thrissur, Malappuram

Yellow Heavy rainfall between 6 cm and 11 cm |

were shifted to the homes of
relatives. Earlier in the day,
the Chief Minister informed
the Assembly that 217 houses
were destroyed and 1,393
damaged in rain-related ca-
lamities.

The Chief Minister under-

scored the need to remain vi-
gilant, especially in high
ranges and other vulnerable
locations, given the heavy
rainfall alert for Thursday is-
sued by the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD).
Additionally, the cyclonic

circulation formed near the
south Tamil Nadu coast was
expected to bring wides-
pread rainfall to Kerala till
October 24, he said.

With the northeast mon-
soon likely to commence
next week, the State would
continue to remain alert, he
said.

Government departments
have been directed to dis-
burse the financial assis-
tance to the kin of the de-
ceased at the earliest.

Meanwhile, the IMD has
issued orange alert in Patha-
namthitta, Kottayam and
Idukki, and yellow alert for
Thiruvananthapuram, Kol-
lam, Ernakulam, Thrissur
and Malappuram for Thurs-
day.

Naidu to sit on
36-hour protest

STAFF REPORTER
VIJAYAWADA

TDP national president and
former A.P. Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu will
be staging a 36-hour
demonstration at the TDP
headquarters from 8 a.m.
on October 21 till 8 p.m. the
following day, in protest
against Tuesday’s attacks
on his party offices and
leaders’ houses.

to vitiate the
atmosphere.
Terming the attacks as
“State-sponsored terrorism,”
Mr. Naidu, in a press release
on Wednesday, said the ran-
sacking of the State party of-
fice, the residence of spokes-
man K. Pattabhiram and the
offices / houses of various
leaders allegedly by the
YSRCP cadres was a major
conspiracy that should be ex-

peaceful

Police arrest
Pattabhiram

. STAFF REPORTER

: VIJAYAWADA

¢ The Governorpet police on
¢ Wednesday evening

. arrested Telugu Desam

i Party official spokesman K.
¢ Pattabhiram from his

¢ residence here. He was

¢ booked under criminal

: conspiracy, promoting

¢ disharmony, enmity or

. hatred between different

. groups and other charges.

posed by the police.

Mr. Naidu alleged that the
government and the police
had colluded to intimidate
the TDP leaders by resorting
to physical attacks.

He said the attack on the
TDP State office was unpre-
cedented.

Never in the past had the
headquarters of the main
Opposition party been van-
dalised, Mr. Naidu said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) on Wednesday
filed a chargesheet against
two accused in the alleged
murder of Dhanbad Judge
Uttam Anand, who was
mowed down by an auto-
rickshaw on July 28, officials
said.

The CBI filed it before a
special court against autor-
ickshaw driver Lakhan Ver-
ma and his accomplice Ra-
hul Verma under the Indian
Penal Code sections related
to murder (302) and des-
truction of evidence (201)
besides common intention
(34), they said.

The central agency has
kept the probe open in the
case, the officials said.

Lakhan Verma and Rahul
Verma are both in judicial
custody, they said, adding
that their narco-analysis has
been conducted by the CBI.

A forensic team inspecting
the autorickshaw involved in
the accident. =riLE PHOTO

The 49-year-old judge
was allegedly mowed down
by a heavy auto-rickshaw
while he was jogging on July
28 morning in Dhanbad.

CCTV camera footage
showed that the judge was
jogging on one side of a fair-
ly wide road at Randhir Ver-
ma Chowk in Dhanbad
when the auto-rickshaw
veered towards him, hit him
from behind and fled the
scene, killing him.

PM invites oil majors to partner with India

Modi discussed reforms undertaken in the oil and gas sector in the last 7 years

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di on Wednesday interacted
with chief executives of glo-
bal and Indian oil majors and
invited them to partner with
India in exploration and de-
velopment of the oil & gas
sector in the country.

The sixth such annual in-
teraction, which comes amid
soaring prices of petrol and
diesel in the country, was at-
tended by Saudi Aramco Pre-
sident & CEO Amin Nasser,
British Petroleum CEO Ber-
nard Looney, Rosneft Chair-
man & CEO Dr. Igor Sechin,
Schlumberger Limited CEO
Olivier Le Peuch, Honeywell
UOP President & CEO Bryan
Glover, Reliance Industries

CMD Mukesh Ambani and
Vedanta Limited Chairman
Anil Agarwal, among others.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, Petroleum and
Natural Gas Minister Har-
deep Puri, Niti Aayog Vice
Chairman Rajiv Kumar and
Niti Aayog CEO Amitabh
Kant were also part of the vir-
tual meeting.

As per the official release,
during the meeting, talking
about the oil sector, Mr. Modi
said that the focus has shifted
from ‘revenue’ to ‘produc-
tion’ maximization.

Further, he touched upon
the need to enhance storage
facilities for crude oil and
talked about the rapidly
growing natural gas demand
in the country.

“He talked about the cur-
rent and potential gas infras-
tructure development in-
cluding pipelines, city gas
distribution and LNG regasi-
fication terminals,” the state-
ment said, adding that the
Prime Minister discussed in
detail the reforms underta-
ken in the oil and gas sector
in the last seven years, in-
cluding the ones in explora-
tion and licensing policy, gas
marketing, policies on coal
bed methane, coal gasifica-
tion, and the recent reform
in Indian Gas Exchange.

Such reforms will conti-
nue with the goal to make In-
dia ‘Aatmanirbhar’ in the oil
& gas sector’, he said.

“He said that India is a
land of openness, optimism

and opportunities and is
brimming with new ideas,
perspectives and innovation.
He invited the CEOs and ex-
perts to partner with India in
exploration and develop-
ment of the oil and gas sector
in India,” it added.

CEOs’ take

The CEOs on their part said
that India is adapting fast to
newer forms of clean energy
technology, and can play a
significant role in shaping
global energy supply chains.
They talked about ensuring
sustainable and equitable
energy transition, and also
gave their inputs and sugges-
tions about further promo-
tion of clean growth and sus-
tainability.
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Celebrate This Festival Season Safely

BE SAFE - BE HAPPY

—

"B B 4

D

2 A4

COMPLETE TWO DOSES OF

COVID-19 VACCINATION

COVID Apg

Behaviou
vaccinatior

People with severe physical disabilities incapable of visiting the nearest
COVID-19 Vaccination Centre, may contact on the numbers given below for vaccination.

District|  North

Phone
No.

North-West

25951182

North-East = New Delhi

1800111323

8130854050

East

West

25100093
[94/96/97
7982661695

South

Directorate of Health and Family Welfare, Government of NCT of Delhi

DIP/Shabdarth/D/0109/21-22

CcM
K

»

South-East

8595748455

Walk-in Vaccination for both 1st and 2nd dose is open at all Government
COVID-19 Vaccination Centres. Prior registration is not mandatory

List of Government COVID-19 Vaccination Centres is available at

www.dshm.gov.in and www.cowin.gov.in

Get vaccinated for protection against COVID-19.

Follow Covid appropriate behaviour even after vaccination.

Wash hands with soap
and water frequently

Use mask
correctly

and thoroughly or use

South-West = Shadhara

22120020

hand sanitizer

Central

Social
# Distancing 48,
6 Feef .

Maintain
6 feet (2 gaj)
physical distance
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Plugging the leak

India must assuage importers that its produce
is compliant with trade demands on GM foods

ince June, the export of about 500 tonnes of rice
from India has triggered an uproar in several Eu-
ropean countries on the grounds that it was genet-
ically modified (GM) rice. This emerged during a check
by the European Commission’s Rapid Alert System for
Food and Feed that was testing rice flour by the French
company Westhove. In June, France had issued a notifi-
cation for unauthorised GM rice flour, identifying India
as the point of origin, and alerting Austria, Belgium, the
Czech Republic, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Po-
land, Spain, the U.K. and the U.S. as the possible desti-
nation of products made with the flour. So in August,
the American food products company Mars, fearing GM
contamination, announced that it was recalling four of
its product lines of ‘Crispy M&M’. GM-free rice that is
tagged as ‘organic rice’ is among India’s high-value ex-
ports worth ¥63,000 crore annually. India does not per-
mit the commercial cultivation of GM rice, but research
groups are testing varieties of such rice in trial plots. So
the suspicion is that rice from some of these test-plots
may have “leaked” into the exported product. The In-
dian government has denied this possibility with a
Commerce Ministry spokesperson alleging that the
contamination may have happened in Europe “to cut
costs”. However, India has indicated that it will com-
mission an investigation involving its scientific bodies.
India’s history of crop modification using GM is one
of test-plants finding their way to commercial cultivars
before they were formally cleared. Thus, Bt-cotton was
widely prevalent in farmer fields before being cleared.
Though they have not been cleared, Bt-brinjal and her-
bicide-tolerant cotton varieties too have been detected
in farmer fields. Though the Genetic Engineering Ap-
praisal Committee is the apex regulator of GM crops, it
is mandated that trials of GM crops obtain permission
from States. Because of the close connections between
farmers and State agriculture universities, which are
continuously testing new varieties of crops employing
all kinds of scientific experiments ranging from intro-
ducing transgenes to other non-transgenic modification
methods, and the challenges of ensuring that trial plots
are strictly segregated from farms, there is a possibility
that seeds may transfer within plots. Because many In-
dian farmers are dependent on European imports, the
Centre must rush to assuage importers that India’s pro-
duce is compliant with trade demands. The fractious
history of GM crops in India means that passions often
rule over reason on questions of the safety of GM crops,
and so India must also move to ensure that research in-
to all approaches — GM or non GM — should not become
a casualty in this matter of export-quality compliance.

ForcTange

Changes in law on same-sex relations must be
along with an attitudinal change in society

recent advisory from the National Medical Com-
mission (NMC) emphasising the need to avoid

derogatory references to the LGBTQIA+ com-
munity in medical textbooks or teaching methods has
underscored the value of institutional awareness on is-
sues concerning queer and trans people. The advisory
came after the Madras High Court voiced concern over
“unscientific and derogatory information” in some text-
books. The NMC cautioned medical universities, colleg-
es and other institutions to avoid such references while
teaching subjects relating to gender. The institutions
were also asked not to approve books with such refe-
rences, while textbook authors were instructed to
amend what has been written on issues such as virgin-
ity and homosexuality. The circular represents the frui-
tion of efforts by Justice N. Anand Venkatesh, who
framed guidelines in an order in June, to protect the
community’s rights. He had expanded the scope of a
writ petition filed by a lesbian couple for protection
against harassment into one that went into the status of
those who did not conform to gender identity assigned
at birth or to hetero-normative sexual orientation. The
court’s attention was then drawn to psychiatry, forensic
medicine and toxicology textbooks. Justice Venkatesh
had suggested that the NMC and the Indian Psychiatric
Society bring in necessary changes in the curriculum.
The judge had directed the police not to harass sex-
ual minorities, but later noted with consternation that
such harassment was not only continuing, but some-
times extended to NGOs and other allies of the
LGBTQIA+ community. He mooted changes to the pol-
ice conduct rules to provide for punishing erring police
personnel in this regard. He also noted disparaging re-
ferences in the media. He found that a psychiatrist had
referred a gay man for cognitive behavioural therapy,
while prescribing anti-depressants and drugs meant to
treat erectile dysfunction under the wrong impression
that sexual orientation required some sort of therapy.
In the course of the hearing, the judge had subjected
himself to counselling so that he could overcome his
own mindset, limitations in understanding and lack of
exposure to issues of gender non-conformity and to go
beyond the binary understanding of sex and sexuality.
Judicial intervention generally has a salutary effect on
the behaviour of the state, its institutions and struc-
tures. However, barring specific directions, the spirit of
judicial orders, especially with regard to social issues,
rarely percolates to every limb of the administration.
The queer and gender non-conforming people have
found an ally in the court, but they would need greater
effort on the part of the authorities at various levels, if
their rights are to be protected. In any case, any change
in law in terms of recognising same-sex relations or un-
derstanding self-identification of gender must be com-
plemented by an attitudinal change in society at large.

RAVI S. PRASAD

pared to a game of diplomatic

chess, Article 6 of the Paris
Agreement would be the king to be
checkmated and captured for con-
cluding the Paris Agreement Work
Programme (PAWP) at the 26th
Conference of the Parties (COP26)
to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCQ). Article 6 of the Paris
Agreement introduces provisions
for using international carbon
markets to facilitate fulfilment of
Nationally Determined Contribu-
tions (NDCs) by countries. The
success of COP26 at Glasgow hing-
es, to a great extent, on the conclu-
sion of carbon markets discus-
sions. Despite several rounds of
high-level meetings, it remains
one of the most technical and
highly contentious unresolved is-
sues of the PAWP.

If climate negotiations are com-

A sensitive issue

Developing countries, particularly
India, China and Brazil, gained sig-
nificantly from the carbon market
under the Clean Development Me-
chanism (CDM) of the Kyoto Proto-
col. India registered 1,703 projects
under the CDM which is the se-
cond highest in the world. Total
carbon credits known as Certified
Emission Reductions (CERs) is-
sued for these projects are around
255 million which corresponds to

an overall anticipated inflow of ap-
proximately U.S.$2.55 billion in
the country at a conservative price
of U.S.$10 per CER. Therefore, log-
ically, India has a lot to gain from a
thriving carbon market. However,
with the ratification of the Paris
Agreement, the rules of the game
have changed.

Unlike the Kyoto Protocol, now
even developing countries are re-
quired to have mitigation targets.
Developing countries are faced
with a dilemma of either selling
their carbon credits in return for
lucrative foreign investment flows
or use these credits to achieve
their own mitigation targets. This
has made Article 6 a highly sensi-
tive issue that requires careful ba-

lancing of interests and
expectations.
What should be debated

For developing countries, the new
market mechanism is much more
than a tool for achieving mitiga-
tion targets under the NDCs. Much
like its predecessor, it should help
promote sustainable development
and assist climate change adapta-
tion in the developing countries. It
should encourage private sector
participation and attract foreign
investments to support low car-
bon development. While over 50%
of the countries have communicat-
ed their intention of using market
mechanisms to achieve NDC tar-
gets, India is not one of them as it
aims to rely on domestic mitiga-
tion efforts to meet its NDC goals.
It is the developed countries that
would rely more on market me-
chanisms for achieving their cli-
mate targets as they would be
comparatively low-cost options.
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The three critical issues that
would be hotly debated in Article
6 negotiating rooms are CDM
Transition, Accounting rules and
Share of Proceeds to the Adapta-
tion Fund. Let us examine them
one by one.

CDM transition: The CDM pro-
jects have gone through due dili-
gence and credits have been is-
sued under UNFCCC oversight.
Therefore, the Article 6 mechan-
ism should honour the previous
decisions and allow for a smooth
transition of these projects and
credits to ensure not only the via-
bility of these projects but also in-
spire trust among the private in-
vestors in  the  UNFCCC
decision-making process.

However, some countries have
cast doubts on the environmental
integrity of these credits and while
there is greater acceptance for
transition of projects/activities,
the same is not the case for transi-
tion of credits. If the decision re-
garding transition of CDM is not fa-
vourable, it could lead to a loss of
billions of dollars worth of poten-
tial revenue to India alone. A possi-
ble landing zone can be that the
new supervisory body to be
formed under the Paris Agree-
ment can re-examine the validity
and rigour of such credits.

Accounting rules: Article 6.4

mechanism is meant to incentivise
the private sector and public enti-
ties to undertake mitigation activi-
ties for sustainable development.
Under this mechanism, a country
can purchase emission reductions
from public and private entities of
the host country and use it to meet
its NDC targets. However, this does
not automatically imply that emis-
sion reductions transferred from a
host country be adjusted against
its NDC targets. It must be appre-
ciated that these reductions repre-
sent additional efforts of the priv-
ate sector or public entities to
mitigate greenhouse gas emis-
sions, and in fact raise global cli-
mate ambition. This is also in line
with the provision of Article 6.5 of
the Paris Agreement wherein the
host country is not required to un-
dertake corresponding adjust-
ment for the projects outside its
NDC.

The path ahead
Being a developing country, India
does not need to undertake eco-
nomy-wide emission reduction
targets at this stage of its develop-
ment. This means, not all mitiga-
tion actions fall within the pur-
view of its NDC. Therefore, it can
significantly gain from the market
mechanism under Article 6.4 by
selling emission reductions that lie
outside its NDC. The counter view
of developed countries, that this
will deter raising ambition levels,
is flawed as such efforts will in fact
be additional to what have been
committed in the NDC. Robust ac-
counting will ensure that there will
be no double-counting of emission
reductions.

Share of Proceeds (SOP) to the

The outlines of a national security policy

Once cybertechnology becomes a key variable in the defence policies of a nation, land size or GDP size are irrelevant

SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY

ational security concepts
Nhave, in the two decades of

the 21st century, undergone
fundamental changes. These fun-
damental changes reveal that a
large country, in terms of size of
geography, population and GDP,
will not deter any country. Cyber
warfare has vastly reduced the de-
terrent value of these sizes since
cyber weaponry will be available
even to small island countries, and
the capacity to cause devastation
to a large nation by cyber warfare
is within the reach of even small
and poorer nations.

An equaliser
Innovations in weapons moved
from stones in the pre-historic era,
to bows and arrows, and later to
cannons and guns in the 19th cen-
tury. These were followed by aero-
planes, nuclear bombs, and inter-
continental missiles in the 20th
century. In the 2ist century, the
world is moving to cyber weapons-
based warfare which will also im-
mobilise current tangible ad-
vanced weapon systems in a war.
Therefore, in the 21st century,
after cybertechnology enters as an
important variable in nations’ de-
fence policies, the size of a coun-
try will cease to matter. Sri Lanka,
or North Korea, empowered by cy-
bertechnology, will be equal to the
United States, Russia, India or Chi-
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na, in their capability to cause un-
acceptable damage. Weapons in
the 21st century will merely mean
a cyber button on the desk of the
nation’s military and the leader of
the government. Geographical
land size or GDP size will be irrele-
vant in war-making capacity or
deterrence.

More innovations

These fundamental changes are
entirely due to the earlier 20th
century innovations in cybertech-
nology and software develop-
ments. Drones, robots, satellites
and advanced computers as wea-
pons are already in use. More in-
novations are around the corner.
Some examples of further innova-
tions are artificial intelligence and
nanotechnology.

Warfare, therefore, will be no
more just mobilisation of weapons
or be dependent on the size of the
armed forces of men. It will be
cyber warfare. From remote con-
trolled drones to artificial intelli-
gence driven weapons systems,
etc., will matter in the 21st century.

Hence, national security in the
21st century covers not merely the
overt and covert operations but,
more crucially, electronic opera-
tions from a remote centre beyond
the front lines of ground forces or
air power to track enemy assets by
these newly weaponised cyber in-
struments of technology. Tracking
those cyber warfare centres of the
adversary will need a new national
security policy.

By credible accounts, China, re-
cently, publicly cautioned Indians
to sit up and take notice by using
cybertechnology to shut down
Mumbai’s electric supply in popu-
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lated areas of the city, for a few
hours. This was to overawe In-
dians as we were clueless for hours
as to what went wrong till reports
emerged about a possible cyberat-
tack . Thus, each nation will have
to prepare more for bilateral con-
flicts in the 21st century that are
based on cyber warfare rather
than in multilateral acts of conven-
tional war or rely on military blocs
for mobilisation.

The four dimensions to this
National security at its root in the
21st century will depend on mind-
boggling skills in four dimensions:
Objectives: the objective of the
National Security Policy in the 21st
century is to define what assets are
required to be defended, the iden-
tity of opponents who seek to ove-
rawe the people of a target nation,
by unfamiliar moves to cause dis-
orientation of people. Although
the novel coronavirus is perhaps
accidental, it has completely des-
tabilised peoples globally and
their governments in all nations of
the world over, and also derailed
the global economy because na-
tions were most unprepared for
such a pandemic, even concep-
tually. So far, nearly two years of
the pandemic have left several mil-
lions [or more] dead with most

economies having been driven to
the edge of disaster. Normal life
has been disrupted. Never before
has there been such a virus attack
of this dimension. This is a pre-
view of the kinds of threats that
await us in the coming decades
which a national security policy
will have to address by choosing a
nation’s priorities.

Priorities: In such scenarios of
uncertainties about the future in
the 21st century, national security
priorities will require new depart-
ments for supporting several fron-
tiers of innovation and technolo-
gies such as hydrogen fuel cells,
desalination of seawater, thorium
for nuclear technology, anti-com-
puter viruses, and new immunity-
creating medicines. This focus on
a new priority will require com-
pulsory science and mathematics
education, especially in applica-
tions for analytical subjects. Every
citizen will have to be alerted to
new remote controlled military
technology and be ready for it.

Strategy: The strategy required
for this new national security poli-
cy will be to anticipate our ene-
mies in many dimensions and by
demonstrative but limited pre-
emptive strikes by developing a
strategy of deterrence of the ene-
my.

For India, it will be the China
cyber capability factor which is
the new threat for which it has to
devise a new strategy.

The agenda for the new strategy
will be critical and emerging tech-
nologies, connectivity and infras-
tructure, cyber security and mari-
time security. But, alas, India by
trying to befriend nations on both
sides of the divide ended up with
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The carbon markets conundrum at COP26

Success in Glasgow hinges to a great extent on the conclusion of one of the most technical and highly contentious issues

Adaptation Fund: For developing
countries, adaptation is a necessi-
ty. However, it remains severely
underfunded compared to financ-
ing for mitigation activities. While
developing countries emphasise
that the SOP must be uniformly
applied to Articles 6.2 and 6.4 to
fund adaptation, developed coun-
tries want to restrict its applica-
tion to Article 6.4. This would dis-
incentivise the Article 6.4
mechanism and limit voluntary
cooperation to the cooperative ap-
proaches under Article 6.2 fa-
voured by developed countries.

In a way, carbon markets allow
developed countries to keep emit-
ting greenhouse gases while deve-
loping countries benefit from the
revenue generated from the sale of
their carbon credits. Central to the
discussions on Article 6 is equita-
ble sharing of carbon and develop-
mental space. Climate justice de-
mands that developing countries
get access to their fair share of glo-
bal carbon space. As developing
countries are nudged to take grea-
ter mitigation responsibilities, a fa-
cilitative carbon market mechan-
ism that respects the principles
enshrined in UNFCCC would
greatly help accelerate their transi-
tion to low carbon development
and would be a win-win solution
for all countries.

Ravi S. Prasad was Additional Secretary,
Ministry of Environment, Forest &
Climate Change and Chief Negotiator,
Climate Change - India (till February
2021). He is now Additional Chief
Secretary and Agriculture Production
Commissioner (Agriculture, Veterinary
and Fisheries), Government of Assam.
The views expressed are personal

no serious ally internationally. The
position of India is much like that

of the bat species in the
Panchatantra.
Methods to use

Resource mobilisation: The ma-
croeconomics of resource mobili-
sation depends on whether a na-
tion has ‘demand’ as an economic
deficit or not. That means, for ex-
ample, if demand for a commodity
or service is in deficit or insuffi-
cient to clear the market of the
available supply of the same, then
liberal printing of currency and
placing it in the hands of consum-
ers is recommended for the eco-
nomy to recover the demand sup-
ply parity. This then is one way of
facilitating resource mobilisation
in a demand supply balanced mar-
ket. A way to increase demand is
by lowering the interest rate on
bank loans or raising the rates in
fixed deposits which will enable
banks to obtain liquidity and lend
liberally for enhancing investment
for production.

If it is ‘supply’ that is short or in
deficit compared to demand, then
special measures are required to
incentivise to encourage an in-
crease in supply. The bottomline is
that except for endowments of na-
ture, a true economist adept in
macroeconomics and inter-secto-
ral impact, will not despair for a
lack of resources. Macroeconom-
ics has many ways to generate re-
sources without taxation. Printing
of notes of currency is one way
when there is a demand shortage.

Dr. Subramanian Swamy is a B[P Member
of Parliament and former Union Minister
for Law and Justice
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Nature’s fury

First, it was Kerala, battered
and bruised by heavy rains,
claiming precious lives and
infrastructure. Now we
have Uttarakhand where
the situation seems far
worse (Page 1, October 20).
Natural calamities are
beyond human perception;
therefore, there need to be
foolproof measures in place
to ensure minimal losses.
The NDRF teams do a great
job, without an iota of
doubt, but perhaps they
need to be deployed
immediately after alerts by
the India Meteorological
Department. Hilly terrain,
as the reports show, would
require better monitoring
systems in place.

BALASUBRAMANIAM PAVANI,
Secunderabad

EU food recall

The Genetically Modified
(GM) contamination of rice
flour allegedly originating

from India, according to
notifications on the
European Commission’s
rapid alert system,
naturally rekindles the
debate on the desirability of
growing GM crops (Page 1,
October 20). The problem
is that even field trials of
GM crops are not without
dangerous consequences.
Pollen from GM plants can
be accidentally transferred
to other normal plants with
unpredictable outcomes.
Growing GM and non-GM
crops is considered so
dangerous that European
Union law stipulates a
minimum distance between
these crops, depending on
the particular variety of
Crop grown.

It is not yet proven
conclusively by scientists
that foods from GM crops
are completely safe for
human consumption. The
fears of adverse effects on
human health such as

transfer of antibiotic
resistance to humans and
toxicity are not yet
satisfactorily addressed.
Until proven conclusively to
be completely safe by
scientists, GM crops should
not be allowed even for
field trials, let alone for
growing on a commercial
scale.

KOSARAJU CHANDRAMOULI,
Hyderabad

Gandhi and Savarkar

It is true Savarkar kindled
the national spirit against
the British but with a
different ideology. Gandhiji
was for a pluralistic India
taking within its fold the
minorities without whom
India would not be
complete. The notorious
Cellular jail in the
Andamans was where
inmates belonging to
different faiths suffered and
perished because of the
atrocities perpetrated by

the colonial rulers. Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh’s
statement on Savarkar is
perhaps a precursor to the
BJP rewriting history. Could
it be a move to ‘installing its
own heroes’ in the new
Parliament building which
is being built at breakneck
speed?

N.G.R. PRASAD,

Chennat

Captain’s party

Captain Amarinder Singh’s
plan to float his own party
is sure to send shivers down
the spine of the Congress
leadership. It is a
development which the
Grand Old Party eventually
asked for by mismanaging
its affairs in Punjab right
from the time it inducted
Navjot Singh Sidhu into its
fold. Mr. Sidhu has a
propensity to tread his own
path. The Congress spent
much time in placating Mr.
Sidhu, revealing strategic

flaws in its approach.
Captain Amarinder’s party
is sure to eat into a sizeable
share of Congress votes.

V. SUBRAMANIAN,
Chennai

Vaccine second dose
There are a lot of people —
like me and my daughter
for instance — who have
received both doses of the
COVID-19 vaccine but are
unable to get completion
certificates. In our case, the
second dose, on July 13,
2021, is shown as the first
dose in the certificate. In
my case, [ have tried my
level best by sending emails
to all the high-profile
authorities as this type of
an error cannot be
corrected online. Unless
such serious errors are
corrected how is the
Government to have the
right data on vaccination?

K.K. NAIR,
Thiruvananthapuram

»

online, scan the QR code

= The concern is that around
40% of those who got their
first jab are still to receive the
second dose. The
lackadaisical attitude of
people who believe that the
pandemic has waned,
vaccine hesitancy, low
vaccine coverage in rural and
isolated areas, and an overall
slackening in the pace of
vaccination are all causes.
The increase in the gap
between the two doses of
Covishield, which accounts
for more than 85% of all
vaccinations, has also
resulted in people waiting for
a longer period to get their
second dose. If there is no
shortage of doses, then the
gap between the two jabs
can be shortened. Ramping
up the production of the two
other approved vaccines will
also help in full vaccination.

Dr. Bju C. MATHEW,
Thiruvananthapuram
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No place for women in Karnataka

A backlash is seen against the language of autonomy through an invocation of traditionalist ideals

JANAKI NAIR

Karnataka’s Ministers and other Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP) leaders are
currently outdoing each other in un-
checked hate speech against women.
A second-time Minister of Health, K.
Sudhakar, speaking at a World Men-
tal Health Day event at the presti-
gious National Institute of Mental
Health and Neurosciences (NIM-
HANS) in Bengaluru, decided to ex-
pound on the “healing properties” of
the “great Indian family”, and regret-
ted that Indian women were either
choosing to remain unmarried or not
have children, or worse, have chil-
dren using surrogacy. These bizarre
and unrelated “facts” were not
drawn from any of the (still fortu-
nately reliable) National Family
Health Surveys (NFHS), or even local
regional data sets. When he did
ground his remarks in the YouGov-
Mint-CPR Millennial Survey, which
clearly states there is no gender diffe-
rence in these trends, he managed to
change the foot in his mouth, assert-
ing that the “traditional family” and
its value system would be a solace to
mentally troubled youth.

His assertions succeeded in giving
his mates a chance to provide further
“justifications” that were even more
delusional. C.T. Ravi, the National
General Secretary of the BJP, who
has single-handedly coarsened the
political discourse in Karnataka,
chimed in to “qualify” this state-
ment. Not all women were like that,
he said, adding that only the “mod-
ern” ones, or those working in the In-
formation Technology/Biotechnolo-
gy (IT/BT) sector, lived in micro
families and aped women in the U.K.
and the U.S. In fact, the “mindset of
modern women has broadened too
much”, he helpfully added.

Delusional statements

All these delusional statements
would have been laughable had they
not come from people in power, who
decide not only the priorities of Go-
vernment policies but put in place
the State’s laws. Or, even scarier,
they are coming from people in pow-
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er who are willing to share space
with those who resort to violence to
confine that alarmingly “broadened”
mind of the Karnataka woman. An
increasing number of cases are being
reported of hyperactive Bajrang Dal,
Sri Ram Sene, Hindu Jagarana Vedike
and other right-wing men’s groups
intervening in inter-faith relation-
ships using violent methods.

Karnataka Chief Minister Basava-
raj Bommai, who had recorded with
pride the alacrity with which his
State’s police had acted in checking
the “moral policing” of a woman in a
burqa seen with a man (presumably
of another faith), chose to justify
such assertions of moral values when
vultures of the same feather were in-
volved. Such “actions and reactions”
of Hindu male vigilantes, he said,
speaking at Mangaluru in Dakshina
Kannada, a region that has been se-
verely polarised, were not just inevit-
able but necessary in order to check
those “hurting sentiments in
society”.

The latest round of misogyny,
which has gone alarmingly uncon-
tested by those very IT/BT women
who are often the face of the State’s,
and especially Bengaluru’s, flourish-
ing economic profile, is part of a dee-
pening public discourse on women.
The new Home Minister, Araga Jna-
nendra, in his first reaction to the
Mysuru gang rape incident in August
2021, did not hesitate to shame and
blame the victim — an MBA student
at that — chastising the couple for
having visited those “dangerous”
places. The University of Mysore
obediently followed that “sugges-
tion” of securing women’s safety by
confining them to hostels after 6 p.m.
(The order was quickly withdrawn).

In Karnataka, as now in most of In-

The global tax revolution

New regime may bring in ‘Golden Era’ of direct taxes

T.C.A. RAMANUJAM
T.C.A. SANGEETHA

International tax jurisprudence re-
ceived a shot in the arm when 130
countries agreed to introduce a new
global tax regime for taxing multina-
tional corporations (MNCs) operating
the globe over. For over a century
now, the corporate tax system was
based on the application of the twin
principles of the source rule and the
residence rule. All that a MNC had to
do to avoid high tax in a country
where they did business was to get
registered in a tax haven. Globalisa-
tion allowed MNCs to replace fears of
double taxation with the joys of dou-
ble non-taxation by exploiting mis-
matches between the tax laws of va-
rious countries and by cutting
taxable profits. A digitalised world
made their task easier.

Tax havens came in handy for the
MNCs. It became easier with the rise
of intangible assets, which could easi-
ly be shifted from one country to
another. But shifting of profits to low
tax havens deprived poor countries
of revenue by as much as 5% as com-
pared to an alternative system where
profits are taxed based on the cur-
rent location of companies, reve-
nues, their employees and their wage
codes. Small countries wanted in-
vestments on a grand scale. That
could be achieved with low direct
taxes. Countries like Belgium, Bri-
tain, India and Indonesia brought in
Digital Services Taxes on the local
sales of foreign firms with online plat-
forms. The U.S. objected and threa-
tened retaliatory tariffs.

Hence, realisation dawned on all
the countries that the time had come
for a radical change in the tax system.
U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen
announced that it was time to end
the “race to the bottom” on corpo-
rate tax. Egged on by the Organisa-
tion for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD), 130 countries
achieved a historic agreement in June
on a more stable and fairer interna-
tional tax architecture. As per the
agreement, MNCs would no longer
pay taxes in the country where they
register their headquarters for tax
purposes, but would pay in the coun-
try where they generate their sales. A
minimum global tax of 15% on profits
would be introduced in all countries.
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How did this happen? The Global
Financial Crisis of 2008 forced all
countries to change the international
tax rules to prevent base erosion and
profit shifting. Anti-abuse provisions,
new transfer pricing documentation
provisions, countering harmful tax
practices more effectively taking into
account transparency and economic
substance and the introduction of an
effective dispute resolution mechan-
ism were the objectives that were
agreed upon.

The OECD estimates that the pro-
posal to levy 15% minimum tax on
global corporations that do business
in each country would fetch addition-
al $150 billion per year and move tax-
ing rights of over $100 billion in pro-
fits to different countries. Taxing
rights would be reallocated so that a
slice of the profits could be levied ac-
cording to the location of a compa-
ny’s sales. A minimum rate of 15%
would be levied on such a slice of
profits. As per the agreement, coun-
tries where MNCs operate would get
the right to tax at least 20% of the
profits exceeding a 10% margin.

India, China, Russia, Germany and
other countries have signed the
agreement, which has to be imple-
mented from 2023. But there are hur-
dles to cross. India would have to re-
consider the equalisation levy.
Revenue from the equalisation levy
should be compared with the 15%
global minimum tax. The Ministry of
Finance said significant issues, in-
cluding the share of profit allocation
and the scope of subject-to-tax rules,
would have to be addressed and a
consensus agreement had been
reached on October 8. The draft rules
would reset the system for interna-
tional taxation and subject MNCs to
new nexus and profit allocation
rules.

Simultaneous implementation of
the law by all the signatories to the
agreement would be a stupendous
job. If achieved, it may herald the
dawn of the ‘Golden Era’ of direct
taxes. Revamping India’s Direct Tax
Code to sail with the concept of glo-
bal minimum tax requires effort,
which is easier said than done.

T.C.A. Ramanujam is Chief Commissioner of
Income Tax (retd.) and an advocate of the
Madras High Court. T.C.A. Sangeetha is an
advocate of the Madras High Court
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dia, love is a four-letter word. Femi-
nist historians, among others, have
shown that the tired chant of a “cul-
ture in danger” or the “family in dan-
ger” has been repeatedly invoked ov-
er the last 150 years, particularly at
times when women assert and claim
their rights to education, jobs, safe
public spaces, etc. “Family/tradition
in danger” seems to be an inexhausti-
ble capital for those who are alarmed
by what Indian women have
achieved, particularly hard won legal
rights since the late 1970s. What we
are witnessing is a backlash against
the language of autonomy and rights
through an invocation of nationalist
and kinship ideals.

Such statements must not be iso-
lated from other actions of the Kar-
nataka Government. Karnataka re-
cently decided to shut down close to
187 santwana kendras (mediation
and counselling centres), set up in
2001 and easily among the most
sought after services by women fac-
ing domestic abuse and violence in
rural areas and small towns. Ostensi-
bly, this shutdown was proposed on
the grounds that the State could not
spare 6 crore from its Budget, and
did not want to replicate Central pro-
grammes.

NCRB data

Remember that the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB) data for
2020 found that 30% of crimes
against women were by family mem-
bers — sons, husbands, fathers and
uncles. According to the fifth round
of the NFHS, Karnataka witnessed
the largest increase in spousal vio-
lence, from 20.6% in NFHS-4 to
44.4% in NFHS-5. By raising the vol-
ume on “culture” and “society” in
danger, the State simultaneously

DATA POINT

shuts the door, and, therefore, the
public eye, on what High Court judg-
es across the country have pro-
claimed as one of the most danger-
ous places for women — the home.
Santwana kendras were crisis
centres providing legal education,
psychological counselling and recup-
erative strength to victims of domes-
tic violence. Reports from as recently
as 2015 had confirmed how crucial
they had become for women’s men-
tal wellness in all parts of Karnataka,
their services largely being availed of
by Other Backward Classes (OBCs),
Scheduled Castes (SCs), Muslims and
Scheduled Tribes (STs), in short,
among the less privileged in the
caste/class hierarchy.

Overt power has now been con-
ceded to (male) vigilante groups to
forcefully intervene in what they be-
lieve are assaults on vaguely defined
Indian, or more properly, Hindu cul-
ture. Brutal and macabre acts of vio-
lence in ending interfaith relation-
ships are now  becoming
commonplace, as in the “beheading”
of Arbaaz Aftab Mullah in Belagavi by
men who had threatened the victim
and have been identified as belong-
ing to the Sri Ram Sene. To date, no
arrests have been made in this mur-
der case. It is these acts of violence
that the Chief Minister has publicly
condoned.

At the same time, Karnataka’s ea-
gerness to match if not outdo the Ut-
tar Pradesh model of governance is
also taking the form of weaponising
the law to show women their place.
Raucous demands have been made
to pass an “anti-love jihad” law. This
twin strategy, of combining law with
violence, successfully replaces a lan-
guage of rights with a discourse on
nation and kinship. It replaces wo-
men’s recourse to legal strategies
and empathetic counselling with the
moral authority of nation and kin,
largely exercised by men. Perhaps it
is not accidental that in a Cabinet
that has only one woman member,
the Minister in charge of Women and
Child Development in Karnataka is
Achar Halappa Basappa, a man
whom Myneta reports as having one
criminal case against him. Only they
can be trusted to govern Karnataka’s
daughters.

Janaki Nair taught Modern Indian History at
the Centre for Historical Studies, Jawaharlal
Nehru University, Delhi

Is the coal crisis over?

The supply of coal in India is well below the demand

o)

ANIL SWARUP

Initially, there was a huge debate on whether
there was a coal crisis at all. We aren’t dis-
cussing coal any more. Hence, wasn’t there a
crisis? Or, if there was one, is it all over?

“Crisis” is a subjective term. There are no
objective criteria of determining whether
there is a crisis or not. However, “shortage”
can be determined objectively. No one can
deny the fact that the supply of coal in India
is well below the demand. Whereas the de-
mand is nearly a billion million tonnes (MT),
the supply is well below 800 MT within the
country. When this shortage becomes acute,
in terms of the availability of coal at power
plants, it is sometimes called a crisis. The
acute shortage can be on the account of pro-
duction, an increased demand or a failure of
supply chain management when the stocks
are sufficient at the pit head but requisite
supply is not made to the power plants.

Coal crises keep recurring in the country
primarily due to the shortage in coal produc-
tion. Ironically, India sits on 300 billion MT
of coal and, as mentioned earlier, our annual
requirement is around a billion MT per an-
num. A similar crisis had occurred in 2014.
Back then, it was on account of a Comptroll-
er and Auditor General who played to the
gallery after making his calculations just like
an accountant. It led to devastating conse-
quences and coal production suffered. The
crisis was managed through meticulous
planning and execution.

The immediate coal crisis is attributed to
an increase in the demand for power on ac-
count of the post-pandemic economic recov-
ery, an increase in international prices of
coal, unseasonal rainfall and a mismanage-
ment of the supply chain within the country.
Apparently, some of it has been managed
and we are no longer discussing the crisis.
No one seems to be talking about the stagna-
tion in the production of coal by Coal India
Limited (CIL). The production has stood at
600 MT for the past three years. Had the pro-
duction grown at the rate at which it was in-
creasing (8-9%) during 2014-16, the current
production of CIL itself would have been
more than 750 MT. Also not being discussed
is the stagnant coal production from the
non-CIL domain. A number of mines were al-
located to entities other than CIL. Why ha-
ven’t these mines augmented coal produc-
tion? Non-CIL coal production fell from 128
MT in 2019-20 to 120 MT in 2020-21. The de-

A wet October in Kerala

In the first 20 days of October 2021, every district in Kerala received more than 250mm of rainfall. In 10 of
the 14 districts, rainfall received in October was twice the Long Period Average (LPA). As rainfall increased,
water inflow to reservoirs also increased in October, swelling their storage to very high levels. Heavy to
very heavy rainfall (64.5mm to 204.4mm) is predicted for Pathanamthitta, Kottayam and Idukki districts on
Thursday. Therefore, inflows into major reservoirs in these districts and the resulting spills (excess water
deliberately released from reservoirs) have to be closely monitored. By Vignesh Radhakrishnan,

Jasmin Nihalani and Sumant Sen

In deep water: People affected by the
floods clean garbage at Kuttanad in
Alappuzha on Sunday. = SURESH ALPPUZHA

1. Pouring down | The graph shows the actual

rainfall received in the first 20 days of October 2021 and
the % departure from the LPA in every district of Kerala

previous Octobers. For instance, in Ernakulam, 457.9

mm of rainfall was received between October 1 and 20,
2021, which is 196% of the rainfall received in October
2020 and 77% of October 2019. October 2019 was the
wettest October between 2016 and 2020 in 13 districts

: 3. Rlsmg inflows | The graph shows the daily

i inflow of water into major reservoirs. The inflow has
increased gradually in October, especially in the Idukki
and Pamba reservoirs. The districts in which they are

2007 o located are expected to receive heavy to very heavy
1801 I(agnur Kozhikode rainfall on Thursday. Hence, inflows may increase further
[ ]
<1601 Kasaragod Pathanamthitta 120 1 1dukki
- Palakkad )
31401 Kottayam 100 { §
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b ] 80 1 =§'
‘E 100 A Wayanad ° © |dukki =
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2. Five year highs | The table compares rainfall 0 | pr———
received between October 1 and 20, 2021 with the five September 18 October 1 October 19

4. Dam watch | The storage levels (%) of all
major reservoirs have surged in October. As of October
19, all of them crossed the 90% mark. Planned spills
have already been initiated in the Pamba and Idukki

District 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 reser_voirs._ l_Jnli_ke discharges, spills are not meant for
Alappuzha | 277% |152% |105% |73% |141% igg cific utilisation
Kannur 1049% | 277% |185% |113% |183% |
Enakulam  |285% |156% |114% |77% |196% @ o S‘h"lay“’" /~\
Idukki 448% |184% [161% |140% |176% 1N kundata
Kasaragod 1800% |339% |294% |83% |[138% 92 1
Kollam 261% |153% |155% |107% |199%
Kottayam | 297% |159% |117% |77% |182% 88
Maduppatty
Kozhikode | 1302% |256% |207% |97% |234% ] \damalayar
Malappuram |502% |207% |158% |79% |334% 84 1 )
Palakkad  478% | 410% |185% |112% | 260% ki
PThitta 277% |145% [101% |113% | 268% eo
T.puram 814% [146% |170% |102% |174% 76 | Pamba
Thrissur 437% |228% |157% | 83% |197% , , ,
Wayanad | 443% |219% |107% |76% |208% September18  October 1 October 19

*T.puram: Thiruvananthapuram; P.Thitta: Pathanamthitta

Source: IMD, Kerala State Electricity Board

pendence on imported coal increased and,
hence, when the international prices shot
up, as they did recently, there is a crisis.

The crisis will recur in case the coal pro-
duction is not augmented. How then can the
production of coal be increased? Some of the
answers lies in what happened during
2014-16.

Supported, not monitored

CIL has a fabulous team. It needs to be sup-
ported and not “monitored”. The Union Go-
vernment has an important role to play. CIL
should focus on mining. Government offic-
ers should interact with the States, but be-
fore that, this ongoing “war” between the
Union Government and the States will have
to stop. Ironically, all the coal resides in
States that are ruled by non-National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) parties. Officers from
the Union Government will have to go down
to the States, convey a value proposition and
sit with State-level officers to resolve issues
related to land acquisition and forest clea-
rances. During 2014-16 not a single meeting
with the States was held in Delhi. All meet-
ings were held at the State headquarters.
The Union Government will also have to take
up clearance-related issues with the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

CIL, which had reserves of around
%35,000 crore in 2015, now appears to be
strapped for funds, especially cash flows as
power generating companies (GENCOs) owe
more than 320,000 crore to CIL. Funds will
have to be arranged for the expansion of ex-
isting mines as well as the opening of new
ones. First, the Union Government should
stop squeezing more funds out of CIL as it
has done during the past few years by way of
dividends to balance its own Budget, when
this money should have been used for open-
ing new mines and expanding existing ones.
Second, it should consider providing cash to
CIL against the dues owed by GENCOs. Non-
CIL production will have to be augmented.
There was an inter-ministerial Coal Project
Monitoring Group (CPMG), which was set up
in 2015 to fast-track clearances, that became
dormant. This will need to be revived.

The coal crisis may be temporarily over,
but if the fundamentals of the crisis are not
taken care of, it is likely to recur. What also
needs to be looked at is the financial crisis
that is brewing in the power sector. GENCOs
have a receivable of more ¥2,00,000 crore
from distribution companies. They, in turn,
owe more than 320,000 crore to CIL. There
is, hence, a serious cash crunch though most
of these entities show profit in their balance
sheets.

Anil Swarup is a retired civil servant and a former
Secretary in the Government of India
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FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER 21, 1971

French firm offers help

The Government of India has received an
offer of assistance from the French manufac-
turers of “Mirage” jets for its programme to
develop new types of aircraft for its military
and probably civilian requirements also.
The Government is considering the offer
and the French party is awaiting the Govern-
ment’s reply. Further details of the kind of
assistance offered by the manufacturers of
“Mirage” are not known. It is believed that
the offer relates to the design and develop-
ment of the engine for the new types of air-
craft that the Union Government wants to
develop within the country. Mr. M.H. Bizot,
Honorary Chairman of Banque Nationale de
Paris and Chairman of the French economic
mission, which is now on a visit to India for
discussion with the Government and indus-
trialists on the promotion of Indo-French
co-operation, declined to answer questions
on the French offer relating to the Mirage
jets. He said France was now offering techni-
cal assistance to India for the building of a
satellite launching site at Sriharikota, near
Madras. Mr. Bizot said that the mission was
very much impressed with the opportunities
available in India for investment.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTOBER 21, 1921

A congratulatory meeting

Under the joint auspices of the South Indian
Liberal Federation, Dravidian Association,
the Twenty Club, and the Non-Brahmin Va-
kil’s Association, a public meeting was held
yesterday evening in Egmore to thank H.E.
Lord Willingdon for recommending two
Non-Brahmins for the High Court Bench,
and to congratulate Messrs M.D. Devadoss,
and M. Venkatasubbarao on the elevation as
High Court Judges. There was a good gather-
ing. Mr. O. Thanikachalam Chetti who pre-
sided said that the present appointments
were striking instances of the recognition of
merit among the Non-Brahmin community
and that they were made in spite of the ad-
verse influences at work. Mr. S. Muthiah Mu-
daliar in moving the resolution “That this
meeting of the Non-Brahmins of Madras
begs to convey its heartfelt thanks to H.E.
Lord Willingdon for the appointment of two
Non-Brahmins as Judges of the High Court of
Judicature at Madras,” said that the tremen-
dous difficulties and obstacles in the way of
the appointments both here and in England
had been overcome by the indefatigable ex-
ertions of His Excellency Lord Willingdon.
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‘UP. dragging its feet on
Lakhimpur Kheri case’

“How many of the accused
have been arrested?” the CJI
asked.

Mr. Salve said 10 have
been arrested in the case of
the farmers’ deaths. He
highlighted that there were
two crimes involved. One
was regarding the running
over of farmers and the oth-
er concerning the lynching
of three people in the ensu-
ing violence. He submitted
that the second incident was
“more difficult to investi-

gate” as it was a mob that
was involved.

The court observed that
the case needed to be bifur-
cated. The Bench, which
had taken suo motu cogni-
sance of the Lakhimpur
Kheri events, said it would
first focus on the farmers’
deaths. The court finally ad-
journed the hearing to Oc-
tober 26, giving time for U.P.
to provide more informa-
tion about their investiga-
tion.

[ndian team meets
Taliban Deputy PM

India was also a signatory to
the joint statement issued by
representatives of China,
Iran, Russia, Pakistan, Ka-
zakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turk-
menistan, Tajikistan and Uz-
bekistan which called on the
Taliban to keep their com-
mitment on forming an “in-
clusive” government and en-
suring that their territory is
not used by terror groups to
threaten the security of oth-
er countries, curb transna-
tional drug routes and pur-
sue “friendly relations” with
neighbouring countries. “It
was stated that further prac-
tical engagement with Af-
ghanistan needed to take in-
to account the new reality,
that is the Taliban coming to
power in the country, irres-
pective of the official recog-
nition of the new Afghan go-
vernment by the
international community,”
the statement said, marking
a decided shift in India’s pre-
viously tough stand on en-
gaging the Taliban.

In the past few months,

the Indian Ambassador in
Doha has met with Taliban
representatives and an In-
dian delegation took part in
another multi-country meet-
ing in Doha that included Ta-
liban representatives as
well. However, this is the
first such official participa-
tion by India where the dele-
gation, which also includes
MEA Joint secretary for Eu-
rasia Adarsh Swaika met di-
rectly with Taliban officials
who are part of the new re-
gime in Kabul that remains

unrecognised by  any
country.
The Moscow format meet-

ing, part of a series of meet-
ings on Afghanistan since
2017, concluded with a pro-
posal to launch a collective
initiative for an international
donor conference convened
by the United Nations to col-
lect funds for Afghanistan’s
economic and financial
reconstruction.

The U.S. did not send any
representative to the meet-
ing.

Maharashtra firm sold
‘GM-contaminated rice

The European Commis-
sion’s contamination alert
prompted the recall of
tonnes of confectionery
items and baked goods
throughout Europe this
summer, and provoked con-
cerns that India’s 365,000
crore worth of annual rice
exports could be hurt by the
allegations, as The Hindu re-
ported on Wednesday.

“The GMO contamination
is suspected to have been
found in rice flour which
was processed in the EU,
and they themselves are not
sure of the exact source of
the contaminant. The bro-
ken white rice exported
from India, which is alleged-
ly one of the possibilities,
has passed through many
hands before reaching the

actual processors in the EU,”
said a Commerce Ministry
statement.

Ministry  spokesperson
D.J. Narain told The Hindu
that the exporter had been
identified as wholesale trad-
er Omprakash Shivprakash
of Akola in Maharashtra,
who said the exported rice
was non-GM.

The Ministry suggested
that cross contamination
could have taken place while
the broken rice was being
processed into final pro-
ducts in Europe. “The ex-
perts in India, both from the
Genetic Engineering Apprai-
sal Committee [GEAC] and
agricultural experts from
the TARI and other rice ex-
perts are, however, investi-
gating the matter,” it added.

Denied bail, Aryan Khan
moves High Court

Mr. Khan had sought bail
through senior advocate
Amit Desai on the grounds
that there has been no recov-
ery of possession of contra-
band found from him. Addi-
tional Solicitor General Anil
Singh, for the NCB, opposed
Mr. Khan’s bail, saying: “Mr.

Khan has a role in procure-
ment and consumption of
contraband. It is revealed
that he used to procure con-
traband from Mr. Merchant
and the sources connected
to him from whose con-
scious possession six grams
of charas was recovered.”

Kushinagar now hub of
Buddhist tourist circuit

“There is a special focus on
the development of places
associated with Lord Budd-
ha through better connectiv-
ity, and creation of facilities
for devotees. Lumbini, the
birth place of Lord Buddha,
is not far from here. Sarnath,
where Lord Buddha gave the
first sermon, is also within a
radius of 100-250 km. Bodh
Gaya, where Buddha at-
tained enlightenment, is al-
so a few hours away. With
the launch of this airport, I,
as a representative of Poor-
vanchal, have also fulfilled
one of my commitments to
this region,” Mr. Modi said.
Apart from Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya Scin-
dia, Minister of State for Ex-
ternal Affairs Meenakshi
Lekhi, Tourism Minister G.
Kishan Reddy, Law Minister

cM
K

Kiren Rijiju and Minister of
State for Parliamentary Af-
fairs Arjun Ram Meghwal
were present.

In his first comments on
Air India since privatisation,
Mr. Modi said, “the decision
on Air India will give new
energy to the aviation sector
in the country.”

Chief Minister Yogi Adi-
tyanath said, “The State will
get 11 more airports in the
years to come, including
two international ones.”

On the sidelines of the
Kushinagar airport inaugu-
ration, Mr. Namal Rajapaksa
presented to Mr. Modi a Sin-
hala-Tamil-English transla-
tion of the Bhagavad Gita.

(With inputs from

Suhasini Haidar in New
Delhi and Meera Srinivasan

in Colombo)
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four terrorists in J&K

Police say two were involved in killing migrant labourers

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SRINAGAR

Security forces on Wednes-
day eliminated four mili-
tants, including two com-
manders of Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) who were involved in
the killing of migrant labour-
ers in Jammu and Kashmir,
police have said.

While two ultras were
killed in the encounter at
Dragad in Shopian, two oth-
ers were eliminated in a gun-
battle in Kulgam district,
said a police official.

One soldier lost his life
while two others suffered in-
juries in the Shopian
operation.

According to a defence
spokesman, a joint opera-
tion was launched on Wed-
nesday evening after infor-
mation was received about
the movement of two terro-
rists along the Ashmuji-Dev-
sar road in Kulgam district.

He said the ultras opened
fire, forcing the security
forces to retaliate. “In the
ensuing firefight, two terro-

Now, there is will to

Close watch: CRPF personnel conducting checks in Srinagar,
which has been put on high alert, on Tuesday. =nissar AHMAD

rists have been neutralised.”
Earlier in the day, security
forces launched a cordon
and search operation in Dra-
gad area of Shopian district
following information about
the presence of militants
there, the officials said.
They said the search oper-
ation turned into an encoun-
ter after militants opened
fire on the security forces.
Two ultras of The Resistance

confront graft: PM

Modi addresses CBI and CVC officers

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday said
there was political will to at-
tack corruption today, while
previous governments
lacked both political and ad-
ministrative will.

Mr. Modi addressed CBI
and Central Vigilance Com-
mission (CVC) officers via a
video message during a joint
conference at Kevadia, Guja-
rat.

He urged the officers to
rededicate themselves to
abolishing corruption.

He said the Government
had instilled confidence in
people that graft could be
contained.

Digital footprints
“Earlier, the way the govern-
ments and systems were
run, they lacked both politi-
cal and administrative will.
Today, there is the political
will to attack corruption and
continuous improvement is
also being carried out at the
administrative level.”

He said his Government

Narendra Modi

had simplified procedures,
thereby reducing interfe-
rence in the lives of the com-
mon people. He said digital
footprints had made investi-
gations easier than before.

“The Prime Minister ex-
horted the officers not to
flinch from taking action
against the corrupt and en-
sure that there is no safe ha-
ven for anyone who de-
ceives the country and
countrymen,” a statement
from the Prime Minister’s
Office said.

He asked the officers to
strengthen “New India’s
policy of zero tolerance for
corruption”.

Front (TRF), a shadow outfit
of Lashkar-e-Toiba, were
killed. Three security force
personnel also suffered inju-
ries. One of them later suc-
cumbed to his injuries, the
officials said.

Meanwhile, security forc-
es foiled a terror plot with
the arrest of a man armed
with a live hand grenade in
Kishtwar district on Wed-
nesday, officials said.

Pandemic fuelled rise in child
sexual abuse online: report

COVID-19 created a ‘perfect storm’ of conditions, it says

RAMYA KANNAN
CHENNAI

The Global Threat Assess-
ment report 2021, by WePro-
tect Global Alliance,
launched on Tuesday, said
COVID-19 had contributed to
a significant spike in child
sexual exploitation and
abuse online.

WeProtect Global Alliance
is a global movement of
more than 200 govern-
ments, private sector com-
panies and civil society or-
ganisations working toge-
ther to transform the global
response to child sexual ex-
ploitation and abuse online.

The report was a meta
study that distils findings
from multiple international
studies on the issue. The
findings show that in the
past two years, the reporting
of child sexual exploitation
and online abuse has
reached its highest level.
“COVID-19 created a ‘perfect
storm’ of conditions that
fuelled a rise in child sexual
exploitation and abuse
across the globe,” it stated.

“This sustained growth is
outstripping our global ca-
pacity to respond. Child sex-
ual abuse remains a chroni-
cally underfunded issue,”
said Iain Drennan, executive
director, and Ernie Allen,
chair, WeProtect Global Al-
liance, in their foreword.

The rise in child ‘self-gen-
erated” sexual material is
another trend that challeng-
es the existing response,
with the Internet Watch
Foundation observing a 77%
increase in child ‘self-gener-
ated’ sexual material from
2019 to 2020.

As part of the report, a
global study of childhood ex-
periences of more than
5,000 young adults (aged 18
to 20) across 54 countries
was done by Economist Im-
pact. About 54 % of the res-
pondents had experienced
at least one online sexual
harm incident during child-
hood. More than a third of
respondents (34%) had been
asked to do something sex-
ually explicit online they
were uncomfortable with

during their childhood. Res-
pondents who identified as
transgender/non-binary,
LGBQ+ and/or disabled were
more likely to experience
online sexual harms during
childhood, it said. The re-
port also featured a survey
of technology companies
that showed most were us-
ing tools to detect child sex-
ual abuse material, but only
37% currently use tools to
detect online grooming.

During the pandemic, the
National Center for Missing
and Exploited Children
(NCMEC) indicated 106% in-
crease in reports of suspect-
ed child sexual exploitation
to its global CyberTipline.
During the lockdown, there
was a 95% rise in searches
for child sexual abuse mate-
rial, the NCMEC reported.

The report calls for prior-
itising prevention activities
against abuse, creating safe
online environments for
children, besides calling on
all with a role to protect chil-
dren to work together to im-
prove the response.

Army strengthens firepower -
along LAC in eastern sector ' "&F

Integrated defended localities’ set up at several locations

DINAKAR PERI
BUMLA

The Army has significantly

augmented its firepower

along the 1,300-km Line of

Actual Control (LAC) in the
eastern sector, while also
beefing up overall defences
in the region, especially in
the Tawang sector, by inte-
grating various services in
real time through automa-
tion.

This includes upgraded
L-70 air defence guns, M777

Ultra Light Howitzers, and
automated and electronic
fusion of Bofors and other

artillery guns deployed
along the LAC.
Integration of arms

The Army has set up “inte-
grated defended localities”
at several locations along the
LAC. These integrate various
arms of the Army such as in-
fantry, engineers, artillery,
air defence, aviation and al-
so the fighter aircraft of the
Air Force, to respond to any

threat in real time and bring

in maximum firepower, ex-

Can't outgoing CBI chief
continue, asks court

Plea says Government cannot appoint interim directors

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday asked the Union Go-
vernment to respond wheth-
er it can, in “exceptional
circumstances”, continue
with the outgoing Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
Director rather than ap-
pointing an “Acting” chief.
A Bench led by Justice L.
Nageswara Rao asked the
Government, represented
by Attorney-General K.K. Ve-
nugopal, that instead of an
interim or an ‘Acting’ Direc-
tor, the premier investigat-
ing agency could continue
with the incumbent until the
high-powered selection
committee comprising the
Prime Minister, the Chief
Justice of India and the Lead-
er of the Opposition zeroed
in on the next regular
appointment.

NGO’s plea
The suggestion came while
hearing a petition filed by
NGO Common Cause, repre-
sented by advocate Prashant
Bhushan, about how the law
does not permit the Govern-
ment to issue executive or-
ders on its own, appointing
interim CBI Directors.

Mr. Bhushan said the go-
vernment had done it thrice

(f’) In exceptional

circumstances, can
the CBI Director
continue till a new
Director is
appointed?

JUSTICE L. NAGESWARA RAO
Supreme Court judge

since 2017. Such ma-
noeuvres would hamper the
functional autonomy of the
elite probe agency that in-
vestigated several sensitive
cases in the country.

“In exceptional circum-
stances, can the CBI Director
continue till a new Director
is appointed?” Justice Rao
asked the top law officer on
Wednesday.

Mr. Venugopal sought
time to reply. The court post-
ed the case after the Diwali
holidays.

In March 2021, the court
first issued notice in the

case. In that hearing, Justice
Rao queried in passing
whether the law specifically
barred the appointment of
an interim Director.

“The government has
failed to appoint the Direc-
tor of the CBI as per Section
4A of the Delhi Special Pol-
ice Establishment Act of
1946 on the expiry of the
term of the last incumbent,
Rishi Kumar Shukla, on Fe-
bruary 2, 2021,” NGO Com-
mon Cause said in its peti-
tion, which was filed in the
wake of the Centre’s Febru-
ary 3 appointment of Pra-
veen Sinha as the “interim/
acting CBI Director”.

S.K. Jaiswal is the current
CBI Director.

The petition had said that
an interim appointment
through an executive order
was not envisaged in the
statutory scheme of the 1946
Act.

Sensitive post
The CBI Director’s was a sen-
sitive post.

He was the final authority
in the organisation in several
sensitive investigations. The
agency should function in-
dependently outside the
pale of the Executive or pol-
itical powers, said the peti-
tion.

On the frontline: Bofors guns deployed in the Tawang sector
near the LAC. =DINAKAR PERI

plained Maj. Rufus Johnson,
a Company Commander at
one such locality near the
LAC near Bumla in Aruna-
chal Pradesh.

Talking of the significance
of integrated defences built
around the Bumla area, Maj.
Johnson said there were pri-
marily two approaches for
the enemy to move towards
Tawang, 35 km from the
LAC. One was the valley af-
ter the ridgeline of the LAC
and the road from Bumla to
Tawang for a stretch of 35
km. Dominating this area
would help in thwarting the
enemy’s plans.

Speaking of the upgraded
L-70 air defence guns, Capt.
Sariya Abbasi, an Air De-
fence officer posted in the
Tawang sector near the LAC,
said this was their first de-
ployment in high altitude
areas across the country.

The M-777 Ultra-Light Ho-
witzers inducted in Novem-
ber 2018 have been de-
ployed all along the LAC.
The M777 is a 155-mm, 39-ca-
libre towed artillery gun and
weighs just four tonnes.

The M777 had given signif-
icant flexibility in employ-
ment options for long range
fire power, one officer said.

House panel to study
‘border management’

BSF’s extended jurisdiction on agenda

SOBHANA K. NAIR
NEW DELHI

The Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Home Affairs
headed by senior Congress
leader Anand Sharma has
decided to study “border
management”, which will
also entail deliberations on
the contentious extension of
jurisdiction of the Border
Security force (BSF) up to
50 km inside the interna-
tional borders in Punjab,
West Bengal and Assam.

The Home Ministry,
through a notification pu-
blished on October 11,
amended the BSF Act of
1968. The BSF’s powers
which include arrest, search
and seizure were till now
only up to 15 km in these
States. Punjab and West
Bengal have objected to the
change.

The parliamentary panel
met to discuss the agenda.
Other than the pending is-
sues, it has added “border
management” to the list,
which will include delibera-
tions of all borders protect-
ed by the Central Armed
Police Forces. Informed
sources said this was added
on demand from the Trina-
mool Congress.

No policing powers

The BSF does not have pol-
icing powers and after ap-
prehending a suspect, it can

only conduct “preliminary
questioning” and the seized
consignment or a suspect
have to be handed over to
the local police within 24
hours.

West Bengal has 2,216 km
long border with Bangla-
desh and the Trinamool
contends that the extension
of jurisdiction will effective-
ly bring nearly one-third of
the State’s territory under
the BSF’s control. Out of 23
districts in the State nearly
10 districts will be affected.
This will have an impact on
21 of the 42 Lok Sabha con-
stituencies which could
have larger political implica-
tions.

The Opposition is expect-
ed to register its protest on
the new amendment in the
winter session of Parlia-
ment. The BSF Act, Section
139(3) requires the Govern-
ment to lay the notification
before Parliament and the
members, within 30 days,
can raise a motion for dis-
cussion on annulment of
such an order. “It is clearly a
violation of the federal va-
lues laid down in the Consti-
tution. We will press for an-
nulment of the order,” a
Trinamool leader said.

There was no objection
or opinion from any other
member from the commit-
tee on the issue when it was

raised.
»
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Param Bir not traceable,
Maharashtra tells HC

MUMBAI

The Maharashtra Government
told the Bombay High Court
that former Mumbai Police
Commissioner Param Bir
Singh is not traceable, and it
will not continue with its
statement that no coercive
action will be taken against
him. However, senior
advocate Mahesh Jethmalani,
appearing for Mr. Singh, told
the court that he had not
been declared an absconder
yet. A Division Bench of
justices Nitin Jamdar and S.V.
Kotwal was hearing a petition
filed by Mr. Singh seeking to
quash an FIR against him. The
plea says the FIR was
registered belatedly after
having failed to persuade him
to withdraw his complaint
against Anil Deshmukh.

Class VIl student beaten
to death by teacher

JAIPUR

A Class VIl student of a
private school was allegedly
beaten to death by a teacher
in Rajasthan's Churu district
on Wednesday, police said.
The accused has been
apprehended. Education
Minister Govind Singh
Dotasra expressed grief over
the incident and issued
directions to suspend the
recognition of the school. A
police official said 13-year-old
Ganesh was severely
thrashedfor not completing
homework. He was rushed to
a hospital in an unconscious
state where doctors declared
him brought dead. 1

Cong. questions Shah's
silence on J&K killings
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Wednesday
questioned Home Minister
Amit Shah's 'silence’ over the
targeted killings in J&K and
said the Centre had failed to
tackle the situation.Party
spokesperson Gourab Vallabh
demanded that the Centre
should restore J&K's
statehood, hold elections and
offer financial support to
migrant workers who have
had to flee J&K."Right now,
Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh
are in direct control of the
Home Ministry. Have we seen
any statement by the Home
Minister?" asked Mr. Vallabh.

After leaving Cong., BPF
cosies up to BJP in Assam
GUWAHATI

The Bodoland People's Front
(BPF) that left the Opposition
alliance led by the Congress
has cosied up to the BJP
again in Assam. Ahead of
by-elections to five Assembly
seats, BPF chief Hagrama
Mohilary said the friendship
between his party and the
BJP was "certain”. Supporters
of his party would vote for
the BJP candidate in the
Bhabanipur constituency, he
stated. “It is now up to the
BJP to formally announce the
tie-up," he told party workers.

A ND-NDE
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Rawat wants Punjab duty revoked

He asks Cong, leadership to allow him to focus on his home State Uttarakhand

BJP open to an alliance
with Amarinder Singh

He has stated he will soon announce his political party

NISTULA HEBBAR
NEW DELHI

The BJP on Wednesday ap-
peared open to an alliance
with the yet to be formed
political party of former
Punjab Chief Minister Cap-
tain  Amarinder  Singh
(retd.), a day after the latter
made an overture. BJP gen-
eral secretary and party’s
Punjab in charge Dushyant
Gautam said Capt. Singh was
a “patriot” and the BJP was
open to tie-ups with “nation-
alist forces.”

On Tuesday, Capt. Singh
stated that he would soon
announce his own political
party and was hopeful of a
seat arrangement with the
BJP if the farmers’ issue was
resolved in their interest.

On his condition of resolv-
ing farmers’ issues, Mr. Gau-
tam noted that Capt. Singh
had not spoken about end-
ing the farmers’ agitation.
“He talked about farmers’ is-
sues. We are committed to it
and are working for the wel-

Om Prakash

Rajbhar meets
Akhilesh

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW

Suheldev Bharatiya Samaj
Party president and former
BJP ally Om Prakash Rajb-
har called on Samajwadi
Party president Akhilesh
Yadav on Wednesday, in
the first open indication
that the two parties could
be inching towards a possi-
ble alliance in the 2022 Ut-
tar Pradesh Assembly elec-
tion.

While there was no for-
mal announcement of any
electoral tie-up, both sides
sent out enough signals
that they were willing to
work and contest together.

The SP already has the
support of three OBC-
based parties in the State —
the Rashtriya Lok Dal, Jan-
vadi Party (Socialist) and
the Mahan Dal. An alliance
with the SBSP, which had
contested the 2017 As-
sembly polls in alliance
with the BJP, would boost
its prospects in Purvan-
chal, especially among the
Rajbhar OBC community.

Mr. Yadav, sharing a pic-
ture of the meeting, which
lasted almost an hour, also
called it a courtesy call.

Dushyant Gautam

fare of farmers. If the time
comes, both will sit together
and discuss farmers’ issues,”
he observed.

“Our main agenda is na-
tionalism and keeping the
nation first. All those parties
who want to form alliances
with us on this agenda are
welcome.” Capt. Singh was
once a soldier and his stand
on the issues of national se-
curity should be praised.
“He was a soldier. He knows
about the threats to the
country and how to secure
it. He is patriotic. And whe-

never it is a matter of nation-
al security and security at
the borders, we have appre-
ciated his stand,” Mr. Gau-
tam remarked.

Solution soon?
Senior sources in the party
disclosed that one could an-
ticipate a move towards re-
solving the long-running agi-
tation of farmers against the
three controversial farm
laws. “Several options are
being mulled in terms of a
way out, including a new ex-
panded committee of stake-
holders to hold talks with
farmers go into the nitty grit-
ties of the demands by farm-
ers,” a source explained.
Interestingly, Capt. Singh
had met Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah and National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval
after he quit as Chief Minis-
ter. At that time, it was said
he had spoken of the securi-
ty challenges in the border
State post the Taliban take-
over of Afghanistan.

SANDEEP PHUKAN

NEW DELHI

Amid the ongoing political
turmoil in Punjab, All India
Congress Committee (AICC)
general secretary Harish Ra-
wat on Wednesday took to
Twitter, asking the party lea-
dership to relieve him from
his duties as in charge of the
State and allow him to focus
on his home State Uttarak-
hand, where elections are
scheduled along  with
Punjab.

Earlier in the day, Mr. Ra-
wat called on former Con-
gress chief Rahul Gandhi, re-
portedly to discuss
Uttarakhand elections and
brief him on the devastation
caused by heavy rain in the
State. However, Punjab is
learnt to have been
discussed.

Following this meeting, in
a series of tweets, he ex-
pressed is desire to move out
as AICC’s Punjab in charge.

Mr. Rawat’s move not only
comes a day after former
Chief Minister Capt. Amarin-
der Singh (retd) announced
his intention to float his own
party but also days after

/2.

New role: Harish Rawat, right, made the request a day after
Navjot Singh Sidhu sought an audience with Sonia Gandhi.

State Congress Chief Navjot
Singh Sidhu wrote a fresh let-
ter to Congress president So-
nia Gandhi, seeking an au-
dience with her to explain
his ‘Punjab Model’.

‘Torn between States’

“Today, I have been able to
overcome a big indecision.
One the one hand, I have a
duty towards my ‘janmab-
hoomi’ [birthplace] and the
other hand, I have to offer
my services to my ‘karmab-
hoomi’ [land where one
works]. Things are getting
complicated as elections are
drawing closer as a person

Punjab polls set to see new shifts

Amarinder’s proposed party, possible alliance with BJP pose challenges to Cong.

e

VIKAS VASUDEVA
CHANDIGARH

With former Punjab Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh
announcing that he is set to
float his own party and de-
claring that he is open to an
alliance with the Bharatiya
Janta Party (BJP), the 2022
Assembly election in the
State is likely to see new pol-
itical dynamics.

The ruling Congress,
which is still grappling to put
its house in order under its
new State chief Navjot Singh
Sidhu, could face a tough
challenge, even as it seems
to be a win-win situation for
Capt. Amarinder Singh
(retd.) and the BJP.

The key to success for
Capt. Singh’s proposed new
party and the possible al-
liance would be an early re-
solution of the ongoing farm-
ers’ agitation against the
Centre’s farm laws.

The BJP’s “nationalist”
narrative, surrounding
which the party has been of
late playing its politics,
blends well with the perso-
nality of Capt. Singh, who
has been vocal on the threats
posed by neighbouring Pa-
kistan.

N
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Unlikely alliance: Experts say Amarinder Singh's alliance with
the BJP could prove to be win-win for both parties. =riLe pHoTO

Also, he has been hitting
out at Mr. Sidhu, accusing
him of connections with Pa-
kistan and dubbing him “an-
ti-national”.

Boost for BJP

For the BJP, which has over
the years remained a ‘junior
partner’ in alliance with the
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) in
Punjab, the new alliance
could give a much-needed
boost.

Although some analysts
say that Capt. Singh’s popu-
larity has taken a beating in
his recent stint as the Chief
Minister owing to his “inac-
cessibility” to people and
even his own leaders, the 79-

SC denies furlough to Asaram’s son

year-old is seen as an active
leader capable of putting up
a strong electoral fight.
Capt. Singh has been
viewed as a secular and
moderate leader and, in

NEWS ANALYSIS

Punjab, Hindu voters have
been traditionally been in-
clined towards the Congress.
But if he joins hands with the
BJP, voters could shift, even-
tually harming the Congress’
prospects.

Some political observers
believe that Capt. Singh still
has his loyalists in the Con-
gress and that there are sev-

eral disgruntled leaders in
the party who could join
hands with him.

Win-win situation

“Capt. Amarinder’s announ-
cement of a new party and
possible alliance is a win-win
for both him and the BJP.
Capt. Amarinder had to
forge an alliance with the BJP
as the campaign needs fi-
nance and vote mobilisers.
On the other hand, the BJP
would get a leader who has a
statewide support base and
also a secular image. He can
bring together the alienated
elements within the Con-
gress and also the Akali Dal,”
said Ashutosh Kumar, pro-
fessor with the political
science department of Pan-
jab University. “He can raise
the issue of national securi-
ty, Pakistan factor, which
gels with the BJP agenda,” he
added.

“Definitely Capt. Amarin-
der can harm the Congress.
The question is would the
new Chief Minister Charanjit
Singh Channi be able to
swing the Dalit vote en
masse, which at least for
now looks a difficult task,”
Mr. Kumar said.

has to give full-time to both
the places,” Mr. Rawat tweet-
ed in Hindi.

He wanted to be in Utta-
rakhand to “wipe off” the
tears of the people affected
by the deluge but couldn’t
because of the “call of duty”.
“So that I can devote myself
to Uttarakhand completely, I
should be relieved of my pre-
sent duties,” he tweeted and
signed off, saying the party
leadership would decide but
it was his “request”, he
stated.

Earlier in the day, Mr. Ra-
wat slammed Capt. Amarin-
der for announcing his own

outfit and stating he was
hopeful of a tie-up with the
BJP. “The BJP was looking for
aface and the Captain has of-
fered his services. Only he
can explain why he would
sacrifice his years of stand-
ing as a leader by tying up
with the BJP,” he told The
Hindu.

Asked if the Congress
would initiate disciplinary
action against Capt. Amarin-
der, who has not yet formally
resigned from the party des-
pite publically stating that he
would quit, he observed,
“We have taken note of the

announcement and are
monitoring further
developments”.

Mr. Rawat questioned

Capt. Amarinder’s ‘silence’
over the Lakhimpur Kheri
incident in which the son of
Union Minister of State Ajay
Mishra is an accused. “Why
is he silent over it? Have you
ever protested against the
atrocities against farmers,
especially the way the
Centre has kept them at Del-
hi borders for 10 months and
nearly 600 of them have
died?,” he added.

Uttarakhand
death toll
touches 52

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DEHRADUN/NEW DELHI

Landslips blocked roads,
many villages went without
electricity, and the toll
climbed to 52 as authorities
on Wednesday faced the af-
termath of the rain that
had battered Uttarakhand
for over two days.

Six more bodies were
pulled out from the rubble
of the collapsed houses.
Five persons are missing
and 17 injured, according
to official data.

The weather cleared on
Wednesday morning after
the incessant rain since
Sunday night triggered
floods, which washed away
bridges, and landslips,
which blocked access to
towns like Nainital for
hours.

Most of the deaths were
due to house collapses and
an official statement said
46 of them suffered dam-
age. Nainital district alone
saw 28 deaths.

The official count of peo-
ple missing in rain-related
incidents does not include
a trekking team of 11.

Man suspected of theft dies
allegedly in police custody

Five policemen, including an inspector and SI, suspended

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW

A sweeper, who was suspect-
ed of stealing ¥25 lakh from a
police station warehouse in
Agra, allegedly died in police
custody during the recovery
of the amount on
Wednesday.

An FIR on charges of mur-
der was lodged against un-
identified persons after
Arun Valmiki’s family al-
leged that he was assaulted
after being picked up for
questioning and raised
doubts on the police ver-
sion.

Five police personnel, in-
cluding an inspector and a
sub-inspector who had gone
for the recovery, were sus-
pended and an inquiry com-
mittee was constituted, SSP
Agra Muniraj G. said. The au-
topsy report revealed that
he died of heart attack, Mr.
Muniraj added.

On October 17, the money
went missing from the store-
room of the Jagdishpura pol-
ice station following which
five policemen were sus-
pended for negligence, and

Consoling kin: Priyanka Gandhi Vadra meeting the family of
the victim in Agra on Wednesday. =spECIAL ARRANGEMENT

a probe was initiated. The
sweeper was among those
detained and questioned as
a suspect, the police said.

Mr. Muniraj said the
sweeper had allegedly con-
fessed to the crime and a
police team took him to his
house where he said he had
hidden the cash.

While recovering the
amount, his “health sudden-
ly went bad,” Mr. Muniraj
said. The police and his fa-
mily rushed him to a hospi-
tal where a doctor declared
him brought dead, said the
SSP. The police managed to
recover %15 lakh from him,
he said.

The family of the sweeper
alleged that he was mur-
dered by the police and ac-
cused the police personnel
of first carrying out the theft
and then trying to falsely im-
plicate Arun.

Congress general secre-
tary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
demanded a high-level
probe. She also demanded
compensation for the vic-
tim’s family. Ms. Vadra was
stopped in Lucknow by the
Uttar Pradesh police from
going to Agra to meet the fa-
mily members of the victim,
but was later allowed to
proceed.

(with PTI inputs)

L NEHRU TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY
KAKINADA
KAKINADA-533 003, AP, INDIA

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Wednes-
day upheld the Gujarat Director
General of Police’s (DGP) order to
deny a two-week furlough to self-
styled godman Asaram’ son, Na-

Spirit of Valmiki’s
philosophy is under
attack, says Rahul

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Constitution embodies the spirit of Ma-
harishi Valmiki’s philosophy but it is under
attack now as lakhs of Dalits, poor and mar-
ginalised people face violence under the cur-
rent regime, former Congress president Ra-
hul Gandhi said on Wednesday.

He made the remarks while flagging off
Shobha Yatra, an annual parade on the occa-
sion of Valmiki Jayanti, from the party
headquarters.

“Greetings on the occasion of Valmiki
Jayanti! Maharishi Valmiki showed the path
of love and brotherhood to our nation, gave
us a way of living. Our Constitution is based
on the ideas of Maharishi Valmiki. However,
these days we can observe that his ideology
is being attacked,” Mr. Gandhi told party
workers and supporters.

“Today, the Constitution, Valmikiji’s phi-
losophy, especially our Dalit brothers and
sisters, are being attacked. The country is
witnessing that the poor, the weak and the
marginalised are being attacked and the be-
nefits are being given to 10-15 people. And
crores of of poor people, farmers, Dalits are
being attacked.

“Iwould like to give a message to the Dalit
brothers and sisters that the Congress party
will stop these attacks. The more they divide
the country, the more we will join.”

cM
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rayan Sai, who is serving life im-
prisonment for rape.

A Bench led by Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud agreed with the
State police chief that the crimes
committed by the convict were
too grave to grant him furlough.

The DGP, while declining fur-
lough to Sai, had taken into con-
sideration his criminal miscon-
duct during the trial, including
attempts to bribe officials, assault-
ing and murdering witnesses, and
threatening police officials.

NOTIFICATION
(Food Analyst Recruitment for INTUK Kakinada)

Advt.No:INTUK/SFT/Technical staff/2021, dated 20.10.2021
Applications are invited in the prescribed format for 2 Technical posts (Food Analyst) in the cadre
of Assistant Professor at School of Food Technology, JNTUK Kakinada.
Refer INTUK Website www.jntuk.edu.in for Application format, vacancy position, instructions and
quidelines etc., to the applicants. The filled in application in all respects should reach the Registrar,
INTU Kakinada, Kakinada-533003 on or before 10.11.2021. Sd/- REGISTRAR

A aved |
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“Z. V,0.CHIDAMBARANAR PORT TRUST ‘£
General Administration Department, Tuticorin- 628 004

KERALA TRANSPORT DEVELOPMENT FINANCE
CORPORATION LTD
Trans Towers (6% Floor), Vazhuthacaud, Thiruvananthapuram,
Telephone: 0471-2327881, 2326883, web: www.ktdfc.com

A

KTDFG

No:-GAD-OGAG1-EST-ORGST-V1-18-15196/D.1637 Date:20/10/2021
ADVERTISEMENT

Applications are invited from Indian Nationals for the engagement
of 01 (one) Professional Functionary, namely, Manager ( Corporate
Legal) on contract basis at a consolidated remuneration of
Rs. 60,000/- per month for a period of three years and further
extendable by two years sufaject to review of performance
and requirement.
For experience, educational qualification and other details,
visit VOC Port’s Website at www.vocport.gov.in(careers).Last
date for the receipt of application is 22/11/2021.
$d/-20.10.2021
SECRETARY

e-Tender Notice
Notification No.KTDFC/2863/E-AUT0/2021 Dated:16/10/2021
e-Tender invited for the supply of fully built e-passenger auto rickshaws
e-Tender ID: 2021_KTDFC_446079_1
e-Tender to be submitted online through the website: "www.etenders.kerala.gov.in"
Last Date 30/10/2021 up to 05:00 pm, For details, visit www.ktdfc.kerala.gov.in

“m TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED

Kagithapuram - 639 136. Karur Dist. Tamil Nadu
Ph.: 04324 - 277001 (10 Lines); E-mail: purchase.rawmati@tnpl.co.in

CORRIGENDUM

Tender . e Method of Tender
No. Material Description Existing [Amended
Procurement of DAF Chemicals for De-inking Plant
212213 | Flocculant - Anionic- 6 MT Tender | Two
003470 | Flocculant - Cationic - 90 MT Auction System
Coagulant - Strong Cationic - 180 MT

All other terms and conditions are as per our earlier Advertisement dt. 19.10.2021

&1 JAWAHARLAL NEHRU TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY KAKINADA

KAKINADA-533 003. Andhra Pradesh. India
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
e-Procurement Tender Notice (Tender cum Reverse Auction)
Tender Notice No. 04/JNTUK/ED/NRT/2021-22, Date: 21/10/2021

SI.No. |Name of the Work Value in Rs. (Approx.) |

University college of Engineering Narasaraopet (in Guntur District), JNTUK

Construction of Girls Hostel Building (G+4 Structure) Rs. 14.61 Crores

1
2 Construction of Additional Girls Hostel Block (2) (G+3 Structure) Rs. 12.69 Crores

3 Construction of Boys Hostel Blocks (2 Blocks of each G+3 Structure and 1 Mess Block) | Rs. 27.12 Crores

The bidders can view/down load from www.ape-procurement.gov.in market place.
Further details contact at Office of Chief Engineer, INTUK, Kakinada.

Bureau of Investment Promotion

BIP/CGM (F&A)/2209 Date: 12.10.2021
Notice Inviting Bid

Bids for Procurement of hiring services of a placement agency for providing
services on job basis for One Stop Shop facility in Bureau of Investment
Promotion, Jaipur are invited from interested bidders upto 4.00 PM of
09.11.2021. Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal
(http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http:/sppp.raj.nic.in) of the state.

UBN: BIP2122SLOB00004
Raj.Samwad/C/21/7364

ﬂﬁ[ AR FYEN

wlbe, Efﬂ%!]ﬁiaﬂ. T, WY
F.4()PP/T-II/R.A./PP Chem./2021-22/17678

Notice Inviting Bid
Bid for Agriculture Input viz. Plant Protection Chemicals, bio-pesticides, bio-
agents, pheromone traps & lures (estimated cost 34.00 crore) are invited from
interested bidders upto 01.11.2021 at 6.00 pm. Other particulars of the bid may be
visited on the procurements portal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.raj.nic.
in) of the state; and www.krishi.rajasthan.gov.in departmental website.

UBN AGR2122GLRC00193

Commissioner (Inv. & NRIs)

Date 12/10/2021

(Dr. Om Prakash)
Commissioner Agriculture

DIPR/C/10512

¥ >4 RAJASTHAN URJA VIKAS NIGAM LIMITED

(A Government of Rajasthan Undertaking)
Corporate Identity Number (CIN) - U40104RJ2015SGC048738
Regd. Office — Vidyut Bhawan, Janpath, Jyoti Nagar, Jaipur-302005
Work Office at: Shed No. 5/4, VidyutBhawan, Janpath, Jaipur- 302005
E-mail:SE.PP.RUVNL@RAJASTHAN.GOV.IN; Website: www.energy.rajasthan.gov.in/ruvnl
No.RUVNL /SE(PP)/F- TN-04(FY2021-22) /D. 811 Dated 18-10-2021

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Online bids are invited to procure short term power during day hours from December
2021 to February 2022 on short term basis from various Generators/ State Utilities /
CPPs / Distribution Licensees / SEBs/ Trading Licensees as per specification under
TN-04/RUVNL/FY 2021-22. May visit website www.mstcecommerce.com/
www.energy.rajasthan.gov.in/ruvnl for further details.

RUVN/PR-10(2021)
Raj.Samwad/C/21/7337

Superintending Engineer (PP)

TIRUPUR HIGHWAYS,

(Construction & Maintenance) CIRCLE
TENDER NOTICE

T.N. No. 01/2021-22/HDO,

the above Government website only.
DIPR /2971 / TENDER / 2021

“Cangemear sLEG GaHITD eLiCsmD, sramer Uilbg efgdmnd usmiCum.”

Dated 18.10.2021.
For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamil Nadu, Percentage tender through online only
will be received upto 22.11.2021 15.00 hours by the Superintending Engineer (H), C&M,
Tirupur Circle for CRIDP 2021-2022 Works, pertaining Tirupur (H) C&M Division.

Details of works, approximate value of works, EMD, availability of tender documents and all
other details are available from 25/10/2021 onwards in the Government website
https://tntenders.gov.in If any Changes/Corrections in the tender, it will be published in
Superintending Engineer (H),

C&M, Circle, Tirupur.

JIENAIRG G QIEneRal Feaaea, G, fee

Odisha, Mangalabag, Cuttack - 753001

Phone no.- 0671-2414629, Email - dahvsorissa@gmail.com,

Website-http://odishaahvs.nic.in

Directorate of Animal Husbandry & Veterinary Services,

EOI No. 14149 date: 18.10.2021

The Director of Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Services, Odisha, Cuttack
invites Expression of Interest (EOI) from the intending firms/ organizations / Agencies
for supply of 4.5 lakh doses approximately goat semen for genetic improvement of
goat for the State of Odisha in phased manner during the year 2021-22. The details of
the Expression of Interest (Non-transferable) as well as terms and conditions and
information docket are available on the DAH & VS, Odisha website
https://odishaahvs.nic.in. Interested parties are requested to download the required
documents and submit their response to the undersigned at the above-mentioned
address along with the cost of the EOl document of Rs.11800/- in shape of Bank Draft

drawn in favour of the Director, AH&VS payable at Cuttack.

The cost of EOI documents is compulsory and the bank draft should be enclosed in
original along with the EOI documents. The cost paid for EOl documents is

non-refundable.
The EOI documents must be deposited within date 16.11.2021 at 5 PM.
Time Line

Date & Time of release of EOI 18.10.2021 at 5 PM

Submission of queries on EOI & discussion

30.10.2021 (on virtual mode) at 11.30 AM

Date & time of submission of

EOI documents 5PM

21.10.2021 to 16.11.2021 from 10 AM to

Last date of submission of EOI 16.11.2021 till 5 PM

Date and time of opening of EOI 17.11.2021 at 11:30 AM

Finalization of RFP 29.11.2021

Date of Opening of Price Bid

To be informed to the qualified Bidders

Directorate of Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Services
Odisha, Mangalabag, Cuttack
OIPR-06014/11/0005/2122

M-37:

Sd/- Chief Engineer, Ph No. 0884-2300864

. »

Director
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WHO chief holds talks
with Health Minister
UNITED NATIONS/GENEVA
WHO chief Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus tweeted on
Tuesday that he had
discussed the issue of the
Emergency Use Listing (EUL)
of Bharat Biotech's COVID-19
vaccine Covaxin and
resumption of supplies of the
Serum Institute of
India-manufactured
AstraZeneca vaccine to the
COVAX facility among other
topics during a call with
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya. pTi

Gita Gopinath to leave
IMF, return to Harvard
WASHINGTON

The International Monetary
Fund's chief economist Gita
Gopinath will leave her job in
January next year and return
to the Harvard University's
Economics Department, the
global financial institution
said. The 49-year-old
economist joined the IMF as
chief economist in January
2019. p1i

Suspect confesses to
killing teacher in Odisha
BHUBANESWAR

The main suspect in the
disappearance of a teacher in
Kalahandi district of Odisha
has confessed to having killed
her, the Odisha police said on
Wednesday. He is alleged to
have committed the murder
to stop her from disclosing
his extra-marital affairs.
Opposition parties have
demanded the ouster of
Minister Dibya Shankar
Mishra, who is said to have
close links with the suspect,
to ensure a fair probe.

SC rejects plea for report

on NEET ‘malpractices

Any interference would be detrimental to students: Bench

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday declined to entertain
a petition to call for a report
on investigations in the FIRs
registered in different States
over the alleged malpractic-
es in the National Eligibility
cum Entrance Test (NEET-
UG) held on September 12.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice L. Nageswara Rao said
any interference now would
be detrimental to a large
number of students.

“We cannot interfere. We
understand what you say
but it will create a lot of con-
fusion. Any interference at
our hands will be detrimen-
tal to a large number of stu-
dents,” Justice Rao, accom-
panied by Justice B.R. Gavai
on the Bench, said.

Senior advocate Salman

‘\-ﬁ
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Crucial test: NEET-UG was conducted across the country on
September 12. =K. MURALI KUMAR

Khurshid, appearing for the
petitioners, said FIRs had
been filed at various places
and sought the top court’s
direction to call for a fact-
finding report on the issue.
The top court refused to
budge, saying anything said
or done by it at this stage
would be taken out of con-
text and confuse students.

The court was hearing a
plea filed by Vishwanath Ku-
mar and others contending
that on the day of the exam-
ination, the CBI had regis-
tered an FIR against four ac-
cused persons and unknown
others, stating that the pro-
cess of examination was ma-
nipulated by using proxy
candidates.

CBSE to allow change in venue
for first-term Board exams

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Central Board of Secon-
dary Education has said that
Class 10 and 12 students who
were not in the same city
where they had taken admis-
sion would be allowed to re-
quest a change of examina-
tion centre for the first-term
Board exams beginning next
month.

“It has come to the notice

Fresh SOP released
for travellers to India

Negative RT-PCR report is mandatory

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Union Government has
revised guidelines for those
flying into India, stating that
the revision has been
brought “in view of increas-
ing vaccination coverage
across the globe and the
changing nature of the
pandemic”.

The revised SOP (stan-
dard operating procedure),
which will be valid from Oc-
tober 25, requires mandato-
ry COVID-19 RT-PCR nega-
tive report for those
boarding a flight to India.

All travellers should sub-
mit a self-declaration form
on the Air Suvidha portal
before their scheduled trip
and upload the negative RT-
PCR report.

This test should have
been conducted within 72
hours before undertaking
the journey, according to
the guidelines.

If a traveller is coming
from a country with which

India has reciprocal arran-
gements for mutual accep-
tance of World Health Or-
ganization-approved
COVID-19 vaccines and is
fully vaccinated, that person
shall be allowed to leave the
airport and do self-monitor-
ing for 14 days.

Fifteen days must have
passed since the completion
of the vaccination schedule.

If partially/not vaccinat-
ed, travellers should under-
take post-arrival COVID-19
test, after which they will be
allowed to leave the airport.
Travellers should go in for
home quarantine for seven
days and get a retest done
on the eighth day of arrival,
and if negative, further self-
monitor their health for the
next seven days, said the
guidelines.

The list of countries from
where travellers would need
to follow additional mea-
sures on arrival, including
post-arrival testing, has
been updated.

of the Board that some stu-
dents are still not in the city
of their school where they
had taken admission and are
residing somewhere else. In
view of the above, at an ap-
propriate time, the CBSE
will inform students to make
arequest to their respective
schools to change the city of
examination centre. Schools
will follow instructions given
by the CBSE to forward the

request to the Board in an
online system,” said CBSE
Examination Controller Sa-
nyam Bhardwaj.

“Accordingly, all students
and schools are requested to
remain in touch with the
CBSE’s website. As soon as
the students are informed in
this regard, they can make
the request to their school
within the schedule,” he
added.

INTERVIEW | BALRAM BHARGAVA

‘Covaxin instilled self-confidence’

Indigenous COVID jab proved India is a vaccine superpower: ICMR chief

BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN
NEW DELHI

The development of Covaxin
has instilled the confidence
that India is now much more
than the pharmacy of the
world and that it is a vaccine
superpower, says Balram
Bhargava, Director-Gener-
al, Indian Council of Medi-
cal  Research  (ICMR).
Excerpts:

The ICMR co-developed
India’s first indigenous
COVID-19 vaccine with
Bharat Biotech. What have
been the crucial learnings
from this public-private
partnership (PPP)?

m In the development of this
vaccine and this partner-
ship, I think the most impor-
tant aspects have been com-
plete trust and the level of
mutual appreciation for
each other’s calibre between
the public and the private
partner. It worked both ways
— the ICMR’s trust in Bharat
Biotech and Bharat Biotech’s
faith in the ICMR.

Right at the outset, we had
clearly decided that the
steps we follow must have a
clear scientific basis and
whatever we do should be
documented in scientific
journals.

Now as we know, the in-
ternational academia has ap-
preciated the scientific evi-
dence on Covaxin published
in over 15 papers. These pu-
blications in highly ac-
claimed, peer-reviewed glo-
bal scientific literature cover
the entire spectrum of vac-
cine development, whether
it be preclinical develop-

ment, small animal studies,
hamster studies, large ani-
mal studies and all phases of
clinical trials, including the
phase-III trial, which is one
of the largest in the world.
These studies also include
the vaccine’s efficacy against
the emerging virus variants,
Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta.

How has this experience of
co-developing Covaxin
enriched science and public
health in the country?

m First, this experience has
instilled self-confidence in us
that India is now much more
than the pharmacy of the
world. It is also a vaccine su-
perpower.

This confidence in being
able to develop new vaccines
from scratch now pervades
the industry and the acade-
mia, and it is the right time
to use our learnings from
these experiences to deve-
lop new vaccines for other
diseases and scale them up.

Second, for decades, we
were largely known as a po-
werhouse for generic drug-
making. This experience in
COVID-19 has acted as a cata-
lyst for us to move up the va-
lue chain and take a leap into
drug discovery or vaccine
discovery space, to be specif-
ic. If this has to take off, the
industry and the academia
will have to collaborate in a
big way.

Do you think this experience
of developing a vaccine in
PPP mode can be replicated
for other diseases?

m Yes, I think this exemplary
model, where the public and

Colleges reopen in Maharashtra

Physical classes resume after 18 months; only 50% students allowed for now

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE
PUNE

Colleges and universities re-
opened across Maharashtra
on Wednesday after being
closed for over 18 months
due to the pandemic.

State Higher and Techni-
cal Education Minister Uday
Samant had earlier said that
students must be fully vacci-
nated to attend classes.

‘Full vaccination’ rule
Most colleges are continuing
with online lectures or for
students unable to attend
physical classes because
they have not fulfilled the
‘full vaccination’ criterion.
The State Government has
allowed all non-agricultural
colleges and State-run,
deemed and self-financed
universities and colleges affi-
liated to them to resume
physical classes.

Mr. Samant had last week
mandated the varsities to is-
sue the standard operating
procedures (SOPs) to colleg-
es affiliated to it. As per the

SOPs, classrooms should
have only 50% students of
the total capacity, while col-
leges should give students
the option to attend online
or offline sessions.

The institutes should keep
a record of vaccination cer-
tificates of every student and
staff attending the physical
sessions.

State Health Minister Ra-
jesh Tope has urged colleges

Students attending a class at K.B.P. College in Navi Mumba

g

and universities to think of
setting up  vaccination
camps after discussions with
the local administration to
increase the pace of vaccina-
tion.

“Students must get inocu-
lated. Special drives can be
set up by varsity authorities
in collaboration with the lo-
cal administration. Care will
also have to be taken in the
post-vaccination stage, in
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the event students expe-
rience any discomfort,” Mr.
Tope had said.

The Government’s deci-
sion to resume physical
classes follows its phased re-
opening of educational insti-
tutions. On October 4, physi-
cal sessions for students of
Classes V to XII in rural areas
and VIII to XII in urban pock-
ets resumed after more than
a year and a half.
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This experience has
acted as a catalyst
for us to move up
the value chain and
take aleap into drug
discovery

private partners worked
with scientific rigour on a
fast-track mode to deliver a
product on time can serve as
a template for developing
vaccines for other diseases.
When we worked together,
we were always working on a
timeline even when we were
racing against time. All along
there was mutual respect,
clear communication, and
the setting of concrete goals
in the project. This generat-
ed a momentum that I feel
should not be lost and
should be utilised for other
projects.

India has developed a safe
and efficacious vaccine that
is beneficial not only for the
global south but even for the
global north.

Are you confident of India
reaching its target of
vaccinating all adults by the
year-end?

m I think our system is cur-
rently working like a turbo-
charged, well-oiled machin-

ery vaccinating at a very fast
rate, and we are advancing
rapidly to reach that target. I
think the world is watching
us and will be witness to the
fact that our vaccination
drive has not only been very
agile but also very respon-
sive and responsible.

What are the steps that are
helping India reach its
100-crore vaccination goal?

m The dedication and efforts
of our frontline workers and
healthcare professionals in-
volved in the vaccination
drive. Second, the rich expe-
rience of carrying out one of
the world’s largest universal
immunisation programmes
and third, an aligned holistic
approach of different arms
of the Government with a
singular focus to make vacci-
nation drive a success contri-
buted to this journey.

Also what is working is the
ability of the whole of the
Government to work togeth-
er as well as strike successful
public-private partnerships,
where needed, that has re-
sulted in a series of victories
in these times of extreme
uncertainties.

Whether it be the deve-
lopment of CoWIN, or the
pragmatic way we priori-
tised vaccination for diffe-
rent groups, getting right
many of those small steps
nestled within the large vac-
cination drive resulted in the
country achieving this
milestone.

Beyond all, the country
showed a clear commitment
to public health, and that
paid off.

Three held for assaulting
Hindu man, Muslim woman

Incident took place on October 8

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BELAGAVI

The Belagavi police arrest-
ed three persons on the
charge of assaulting a Mus-
lim woman and a Hindu
man who were travelling
together in an autorick-
shaw.

Auto driver Dawood
Khateeb and his friends
Mohammad Ayub and Yu-
suf Pathan were arrested.

The incident happened
on October 8.

The arrests were made
on Tuesday.

The woman and the man
were assaulted, and threa-
tened with death.

The married woman,
who had come to Belagavi
to borrow money from the
man, was asked not to
move with non-Muslims.

The two persons from
different villages had hired
the autorickshaw of Kha-
teeb, after alighting at the
Belagavi bus stand.

They wanted to go to a

park to sit and discuss, and
told the auto driver to take
them to a park. But the
driver diverted his vehicle
to Aman Nagar and called
his friends.

All the accused thrashed
the man and the woman.
The accused threatened to
kill them, by tying their
hands and legs, cutting
their heads and throwing
them on the railway track,
“just as in the case of Arbaz
Mulla of Khanapur”.

Robbed them

Khateeb, the autorickshaw
driver, noticed the burgah
of the woman and the ver-
milion on the man’s fore-
head and decided to teach
them a lesson, a police of-
ficer said.

The police said the ac-
cused had robbed the two
of their ATM cards, a mo-
bile phone and 350,000
cash. These have been re-
covered from the accused,
the police added.
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Krishna’s infancy

None could have enjoyed the beauty of the Krishna avatara
more than the Azhvars, said M.A. Venkatakrishnan in a dis-
course. Periyazhvar imagines himself to be Yasoda, and his
verses celebrate Krishna’s infancy and childhood. There are
verses dedicated to combing the baby’s hair, to feeding Him
etc. There is a genre of poetry in Tamil, known as Pillai Ta-
mizh, wherein the hero of the poem is imagined to be a
child. Each stage in the child’s life is then described.

Periyazhvar’s verses about Krishna may be considered to
be the forerunner of this kind of poetry. Peiryazhvar ima-
gined himself to be Yasoda, and so, there were many possi-
bilities for him to compose verses about baby Krishna. After
all it was Yasoda to whom this blessing of witnessing His
growing years was given. But Kulasekara Azhvar put himself
in the place of Devaki and wrote about Krishna, the child.
Devaki had never enjoyed Krishna’s childhood, for she did
not bring Him up. Kulasekara Azhvar’s verses are called “De-
vaki’s lament,” for they express Devaki’s grief at being sepa-
rated from her child Krishna. One verse has Devaki crying
over her husband’s misfortune.

The baby Krishna is the darling of everyone in Gokula,
and people claim kinship with Him, so that they can pick up
the baby. One of them asks the baby where His father is.
Krishna is only some months old, and has not yet begun to
speak. But He is at that age where He can understand a sim-
ple question that is put to Him. So, when asked where His
father is, His eyes wander, until He locates Nandagopa.
Then, with His hands, He points to Nandagopa, much to the
delight of all those gathered. Should this joy not have been
Vasudeva’s by right, for after all, he was Krishna’s father,

cries Devaki in anguish.
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Alignment of U.S,, India interests
makes a great difference: Burns

China not an Olympian power, says Biden's envoy nominee to Beijing

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Joe Biden’s
nominee for the post of Am-
bassador to Beijing, Nicholas
Burns, said the alignment of
U.S. and Indian interests in
the Indo-Pacific “makes a
great difference” in terms of
the challenges posed by Chi-
na.

Mr. Burns was answering
a question on the U.S.s op-
portunities and constraints
in collaborating with diffe-
rent countries while dealing
with Beijing.

“The comparative advan-
tage that we have versus Chi-
na is that we have treaty al-
lies. We have partners who
deeply believe in us and the
Chinese really do not,” Mr.
Burns said, highlighting U.S.
President Joe Biden’s em-
phasis on treaty partner-
ships in the Indo-Pacific,
such as with Japan, Austra-
lia, South Korea, Thailand
and Indonesia. He also men-
tioned India which is not a
treaty partner but a ‘Major
Defence Partner’ and a
country that regularly holds
bilateral and multilateral se-
curity exercises with the U.S.

“As you know — and I
think every administration
since President [Bill] Clinton
has been working on this —
we have a newfound security
partner in India, that makes
a great difference to have In-
dian and American interests
aligned as they clearly are,
strategically, in the Indo-Pac-
ific,” Mr. Burns said.

As a foreign services offic-
er, Mr. Burns had played a
key negotiating role in the
U.S.-India  Civil Nuclear
Agreement. He held senior
positions in both Democrat
and Republican administra-
tions — a point that came up
during his hearing. Current-
ly Mr. Burns is a professor at

27 killed in
Syria capital,
rebel territory

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
DAMASCUS

A rare bombing of an Army
bus in Damascus and shell-
ing shortly after of a town
in rebel-held northwest Sy-
ria killed at least 27 people
on Wednesday, in the dea-
dliest flare-up in months.

Two bombs planted on
an Army bus in central Da-
mascus were detonated
early in the morning, kill-
ing 14 people, in the worst
such attack in the capital in
four years, state news
agency SANA reported.

There was no immediate
claim for the bombing, but
government shelling short-
ly after killed 13 people in
Idlib province, parts of
which are controlled by
groups that have claimed
such attacks in the past.

“A terrorist bombing us-
ing two explosive devices
targeted a passing bus” at a
bridge in Damascus, the
state news agency said, re-
porting that at least three
people were wounded. Im-
ages released by SANA sho-
wed first responders sear-
ching the charred bus and
what it said was a bomb
squad defusing a third dev-
ice in the same area.

ELSEWHERE
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Taliban agree to new
polio vaccination drive
ISTANBUL

UN agencies are gearing up
to vaccinate all of
Afghanistan’s children under
five against polio for the first
time since 2018, after the
Taliban agreed to the
campaign. For the past three
years, the Taliban barred UN
vaccination teams from doing
door-to-door campaigns in
parts of Afghanistan under
their control. ar
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Making a point: Nicholas Burns, left, at the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee hearing on Wednesday. sRreuTers

the Harvard’s John F. Kenne-
dy School of Government.

Giving credit to former
President Donald Trump
and his Secretary of State,
Mike Pompeo, for reinvigo-
rating the Quad grouping of
countries, Mr. Burns said
President Biden had organ-
ised two leader-level meet-
ings of the Quad already. He
also said the U.S’s newly
launched security partner-
ship with the U.K. and Aus-
tralia (AUKUS) was
“transformational”.

Overall, Mr. Burns said he
would support the Biden ad-
ministration’s policy of “vi-
gorously” competing with
China in some areas (econo-
my, infrastructure, technolo-
gy) and cooperating in other
areas (such as climate ac-
tion), while also holding Chi-
na accountable for its ac-
tions in the Indo-Pacific. Mr.
Burns also supported the
U.S. speaking out against hu-
man rights abuses in China,
and said that genocide was
occurring in Xinjiang.

Substantial weaknesses

“...The People’s Republic of
China is not an Olympian
power. It’s a country of ex-
traordinary strength, but it
also has substantial weak-
nesses and challenges, de-
mographically, economical-

ly, politically, we should
have confidence in our
strengths,” he said.

Beijing’s recent actions to-
wards Taiwan (China has
sent a record number of jets
into Taiwan’s Air Defence
Identification Zone this
month) were “especially ob-
jectionable”, Mr. Burns said.
However, he added that the
U.S. is right to continue its
‘One China’ policy — a policy
that recognises that there is
only one legal government of
China but is compatible with
the U.S. providing military
assistance to Taiwan (as out-
lined in the U.S.’s Taiwan Re-
lations Act of 1979).

“Given what China has
done ... I think the Congress
and the executive branch
have every right to continue
to deepen our security coop-
eration, to expand our arms
provisions to Taiwan. That’s
the most important thing we
can do,” he said, adding that
the Act also called for pro-
viding the strongest possible
deterrent in the ‘Western
Pacific’ (Indian Ocean).

“As a third measure, we
ought to be asking and we
are asking our allies, to show
a real commitment to Tai-
wan and we’re seeing that
from Japan and other allies,”
he said, adding that the U.S.
had to be very clear in criti-

Pentagon chief urges more
Black Sea security ties

To counter Russian aggression: Austin

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BUCHAREST

U.S. Defence Secretary
Lloyd Austin urged more de-
fence cooperation among
Black Sea allies on Wednes-
day ahead of a NATO Minis-
ters summit.

Following talks in Buchar-
est with Romanian Defence
Minister Nicolae Ciuca, Mr.
Austin said action was need-
ed by littoral states of the
Black Sea amid Russia “mili-
tarisation” of the region.

“The security and stabili-
ty of the Black Sea are in the
U.S’s national interest and
critical for the security of
NATO’s eastern flank,” he
said.

“The region is vulnerable
to Russian aggression and
we’ve seen evidence of that
by ongoing actions in east-
ern Ukraine (and) the occu-
pations of parts of Georgia,”
he told reporters.

Mr. Austin was in Buchar-
est on the third stop of a
tour of the region to build
confidence among allies, in-
cluding Georgia and Uk-
raine, both of which are
hoping to join NATO, and to
promote greater coopera-
tion among military forces.

Lloyd Austin

He will then take part in
an in-person Defence Minis-
ters summit at NATO head-
quarters in Brussels on
Thursday and Friday.

The U.S. has nearly 1,000
troops in Romania, a full
member of NATO, which Mr.
Austin says is good deter-
rence against potential Rus-
sian aggression.

Most are stationed at the
southeastern Mihail Kogal-
niceanu airbase but a num-
ber are also there to support
an Aegis missile defence sys-
tem, the first installed on
NATO?’s eastern flank.

Talks with Mr. Ciuca fo-
cused in part on how to ad-
vance current basic defence
cooperation by the coun-
tries on the Black Sea rim.

cising China on its actions
against Taiwan.

At various points in his
testimony, Mr. Burns said it
was important for the U.S. to
work with both Indo-Pacific
partners as well as European
allies with regard to the chal-
lenges from Beijing. In res-
ponse to a question on
whether allies were “retreat-
ing” , i.e., shying away from
confronting challenges with
China, he said he was not ob-
serving that.

“I don’t see retreat. Cer-
tainly I think we’re seeing a
stiffening of the resolve of Ja-
pan, which is so important
for us. Australia, rock solid
on these issues. India...not a
treaty ally but a strategic mil-
itary partner in the Bay of
Bengal ...[is] very important
for us,” he said.

On Europe, he said coun-
tries had different views and
that the German position
would be clear once the new
government was formed —
the views of the Social De-
mocrats and Greens being
key.

“I would note that the
Greens were very critical of
China during the recent
campaign,” he said, adding
that in France, President
Emmanuel Macron had
spoke out about China too.
The U.S. and France have re-
cently been mending fences
over a rift in their relation-
ship over AUKUS.

The confirmation hear-
ings of Rahm Emanuel,
former Mayor of Chicago,
who is the administration’s
nominee to Tokyo, and en-
trepreneur Jonathan Kaplan,
the nominee to Singapore,
were also conducted con-
ducted on Wednesday. A
confirmation date has not
been announced for Mr. Bi-
den’s pick for New Delhi, Los
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti.

US. plans to
give jabs to
children

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON

Children aged 5 to 11 will
soon be able to get a CO-
VID-19 shot at their paedia-
trician’s office, local phar-
macy and potentially even
their school, the White
House said on Wednesday.

Federal regulators will
meet over the next two
weeks to weigh the benefits
of giving shots to children,
after lengthy studies meant
to ensure the safety of the
vaccines.

Within hours of formal
approval, expected after
the Food and Drug Admi-
nistration signs off and a
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention advisory
panel meeting scheduled
for November 2-3, doses
will begin shipping to pro-
viders across the country,
along with smaller needles
necessary for injecting
young children, and within
days will be ready to go in-
to the arms of children on a
wide scale.

About 15 million doses
will be shipped to provid-
ers across the country in
the first week after appro-
val, the White House has
said.

New air strikes hit Tigray

Ethiopian Govt. has also blocked UN aid efforts in region

ASSOCIATED PRESS
NAIROBI

New air strikes hit the capi-
tal of Ethiopia’s Tigray re-
gion, residents said on Wed-
nesday, as video showed
injured people with bloo-
died faces being rushed to
vehicles and thick black
smoke rising in the sky. The
Ethiopian Government said
it targeted facilities to make
and repair weapons, which a
spokesman for the rival Ti-
gray forces denied. Mean-
while, the United Nations
said it is slashing by more
than half its Tigray presence

»

as an Ethiopian Government
blockade halts humanitarian
aid efforts and people die
from lack of food.

The war in Africa’s se-
cond-most populous coun-
try has ground on for nearly
a year between Ethiopian
and allied forces and the Ti-
gray ones who long dominat-
ed the national government
before a falling-out with
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed,
the 2019 Nobel Peace Prize
winner.

There was no immediate
word of deaths from the new
air strikes in Mekele, report-

ed by Kindeya Gebrehiwot of
the Tigray external affairs of-
fice and confirmed by a resi-
dent and a humanitarian
worker. One resident said
five people were injured,
speaking on condition of
anonymity for fear of
retaliation.

“Indeed there have been
air strikes in Mekele today,”
Ethiopian Government spo-
kesperson Legesse Tulu
said, adding they targeted fa-
cilities at the Mesfin Indus-
trial Engineering site that Ti-
gray forces use to make and
repair heavy weapons.

As deaths soar,
Putin orders
virus curbs

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MOSCOW

Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Wednesday or-
dered a nationwide week-
long paid holiday to curb
COVID-19 infections in Eu-
rope’s worst affected coun-
try and urged Russians to
show “responsibility” and
get vaccinated.

Mr. Putin approved a go-
vernment plan to declare a
non-working week across
the country from October
30 as Russia registered a re-
cord 1,028 coronavirus
deaths in a single day.

“The main aim is to pro-
tect the lives and health of
our citizens,” he said dur-
ing a televised meeting.

He said the severity of
the outbreak in Russia was
linked to the vaccination
rates that are “unfortu-
nately” low. Mr. Putin said
he was surprised by how
many Russians were refus-
ing the vaccine.

Facebook
plans name
change: report

REUTERS

Social media giant Face-
book Inc is planning to re-
brand the company with a
new name next week, the
Verge reported on
Tuesday.

Facebook chief execu-
tive officer Mark Zucker-
berg plans to talk about the
name change at the compa-
ny’s annual Connect confe-
rence on October 28, but it
could be unveiled sooner,
the report said. The re-
brand would likely position
Facebook’s social media
app as one of many pro-
ducts under a parent com-
pany, which will also over-
see groups like Instagram,
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Jailed Russian Opposition
leader wins top EU prize

European Parliament praises Navalny’s immense bravery’

ASSOCIATED PRESS

BRUSSELS

Imprisoned Russian Opposi-
tion leader Alexei Navalny
was awarded the European
Union’s top human rights
prize on Wednesday in a
clear slap to President Vladi-
mir Putin.

In awarding the Sakharov
Prize to Mr. Navalny, the Eu-
ropean Parliament praised
his “immense personal brav-
ery”. The 45-year-old acti-
vist was poisoned with a
nerve agent last year and
promptly arrested upon his
return to Moscow from
treatment in Germany and
later imprisoned.

“He has campaigned con-
sistently against the corrup-
tion of Vladimir Putin’s re-
gime, and through his social
media accounts and political
campaigns, Navalny has
helped expose abuses and

Alexei Navalny

mobilise the support of mil-
lions of people across Rus-
sia. For this, he was poi-
soned and thrown in jail,”
Parliament President David
Sassoli said in a statement.

He called for Mr. Naval-
ny’s immediate release.

The recognition of Mr. Na-
valny will further sour rela-
tions between the 27-nation
bloc and Russia. These ties

have been on the decline for
years, especially following
Moscow’s 2014 annexation
of Ukraine’s Crimean Penin-
sula and its support for a
separatist insurgency in
eastern Ukraine.

The impact reverberated
beyond the EU as well.

Days after Russia sus-
pended its mission at NATO
and ordered the closure of
the alliance’s office in Mos-
cow in retaliation for NATO’s
expulsion of Russian diplo-
mats, the organisation’s
chief said he embraced the
news. “I welcome the fact
that a strong voice ... in Rus-
sia has been awarded this
prize,” NATO Secretary Gen-
eral Jens Stoltenberg told re-
porters. He said the prize
was a call for “his uncondi-
tional release from prison”
and to have an “internation-
al investigation” into it.

U.S. riot panel votes to hold Trump
ally Bannon in criminal contempt

The former White House adviser had refused to testify

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

Lawmakers investigating the
deadly assault on the U.S.
Capitol voted unanimously
on Tuesday to pursue crimi-
nal contempt charges for a
key ally of former President
Donald Trump for refusing
to testify. Former White
House adviser Steve Bannon
failed to comply with a sub-
poena to appear before the
cross-party January 6 con-
gressional select committee
on Thursday last week.

The right-wing political
adviser had told the panel he
would be withholding testi-

Mr. Trump’s claim of “execu-
tive privilege”, which allows
Presidents to keep certain
conversations with aides se-
cret, had been resolved.

But the nine-member
committee said Mr. Ban-
non’s position was not a law-
ful basis to ignore the order
and voted unanimously to
adopt a report setting out
the case against him. “Mr.
Bannon has no legal right to
ignore the committee’s law-
ful subpoena,” Representa-
tive Liz Cheney, vice-chair of
the committee and one of
only two Republican mem-
bers, said on Tuesday.

Trump’s claims that he is en-
titled to block Mr. Bannon
giving evidence to investiga-
tors are likely baseless, since
the presidential “executive
privilege” carve-out is not
generally understood to ap-
ply to former occupants of
the White House. Further-
more, Mr. Bannon wasn’t
even serving in government
at the time covered by the
subpoena.

The move paves the way
for the Democratic-con-
trolled House of Representa-
tives to vote to refer the 67-
year-old former strategist to
the Justice Department to

WhatsApp and Oculus.

mony and documents until

Experts

believe  Mr.

consider charges.

ONGC has Organized Student Study
Tour under Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav

In line with the observance of “Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav”, ONGC organized a study trip
for students of Godavari Institute of Engineering
& Technology (GIET) of Rajahmundry to its Mini
Refinery at Tatipaka and Gas Collecting Station
at Kesanapalli. The trips were organized from 5
to 9 October 2021, in five groups of around 25
students each. The trips are aimed at providing
the students with an insight of various oil-field
operations of ONGC, to inculcate a passion
among the budding engineers for nation building
efforts. Earlier in September, celebrating the 75
years of Independence, ONGC had organized
field visits for five student groups from Kendriya
Vidyalaya and engineering colleges. The study
visits from 1 to 15 September were organized
at five oil-field locations of the Maharatna —
Ahmedabad, Mehsana, Ankleshwar, Cambay
and Cauvery.

under the aegis of the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas (MoPNG), ONGC is organizing
study visits of 25 groups, comprising of around
100 students in each group, from September
2021 to January 2022, under ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ (AKAM). Under this AKAM, ONGC
is also collaborating with other oil PSUs, to
launch various projects to boost the country’s
indigenous handicraft sector. Center public
enterprises under the Ministry of Petroleum
& Natural Gas will be launching 75 different
handicraft projects across the country till 15
August 2022.

Punjab National Bank has Reduced
Gold Loan Rates

Punjab National Bank (PNB) has come up
with a range of deals and offers. As part of
the new scheme, the bank has slashed the
interest rate on loans against gold jewellery and
Sovereign Gold Bond by 145 basis points to
bring more joy to its customers. PNB now offers
loans against Sovereign Gold Bond (SGB)
at 7.20% and loans against gold jewellery at
7.30%. Additionally, PNB has slashed the home
loan rate which now starts from 6.60%, while
customers can avail car loans starting from
7.15% and personal loans from 8.95%, one
of the lowest in the industry. During the festive
season, PNB is also offering a full waiver of
service charges/processing fee on the loans
against gold jewellery and SGB.

The bank has also slashed the margin on
home loans. Hence, home loan seekers can
now avail of loans up to 80% of the property’s
value without any upper ceiling on the loan
amount. With the reduction in interest rate and
zero processing fee, funds are available at a
very competitive rate on a range of retail loan
products offered by PNB during this season.

BHEL has won Clarivate South and
South East Asia Innovation Award
2021 for Most Innovative Company in
Heavy Industries Segment

Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) has
been adjudged as winner of the Clarivate South
and South East Asia Innovation Award 2021
under Corporations in India - Heavy Industries
segment, recognising BHEL's efforts as a
leader in Innovation and placing the company
among top innovators in India. The award has
been won by BHEL earlier in the years 2018
and 2020 also.

The Clarivate awards were announced at the
Clarivate South & South East Asia Innovation
Forum, held virtually earlier. The award was

received by Mrs. Renuka Gera, Director (IS&P,
addl. charge E, R&D) on behalf of BHEL, from
Mr. Rajat Sikka, Director — Intellectual Property
Group, South Asia & South East Asia of
Clarivate Analytics.

Punjab Cabinet has Slashed Water
User Charges for Rural and Urban
Residents

Punjab Cabinet on 18 Oct'21 decided to
provide free power to all Rural Water Supply
(RWS) schemes w.e.f. October 1, 2021. This
decision was taken during a Cabinet meeting
chaired by Chief Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi. According to a spokesperson of the
Chief Minister’s Office, this decision would
entail an annual expenditure of Rs.440 crore on
the state exchequer. Likewise, the Cabinet also
gave nod to reduce the service charges on all
RWS schemes by 70% from Rs.166 to Rs. 50
per household per month in the villages.

It was also decided in the meeting to provide
funds through budgetary support/grant to settle
outstanding arrears of Rs. 1168 crore of power
bills of RWS schemes. Extending relief to the
people residing in urban areas, the Cabinet
also decided to reduce water usage charges to
Rs.50 per month for domestic connections of
all categories having plot size above 125 Sq.
yards in Municipal Councils/Nagar Panchayats
and Municipal Corporations. Notably, plots upto
125 Sq. yards in urban areas have already been
exempted from paying water and sewerage
user charges. Both these concessions would
benefit nearly 25 lac families living in urban
areas. Further, the Cabinet also decided to
waive off all the outstanding arrears of water
supply and sewerage charges for domestic
connections. This decision is likely to cost the
state exchequer to the tune of nearly Rs.700
crore.

Asian Development Bank has
Signed Loan Agreement with
Urban Development Department of
Uttarakhand

On dated 18th October 2021, Department
of Urban Development, Government of
Uttarakhand had a virtual meeting for the loan
negotiation and signing of agreement for Project
entitled, “Uttarakhand Integrated and Resilient
Urban Development Project (UIRUDP)”.

In the meeting detailed discussions were
held with Asian Development Bank team,
Manila, Philippines about the loan agreement
to be signed by the Department of External
Affairs, Government of India and Project
agreement jointly signed by Mr. Shailesh
Bagoli, IAS, Secretary Urban Development
Department, GOU and Task Team Leader Ms.
Na Won Kim of Asian Development Bank. It
was decided that ADB will provide an amount of
125 Million US$ as 1st Phase of the UIRUDP to
Government of Uttarakhand, for development
of climate resilient water supply, sewerage
and Storm water drainage facility development
for two major cities of both the developmental
divisions of the state, i.e., Dehradun in Garhwal
division and Nainital in Kumaon. The project
implementation period is of total 07 years.

NBCC has Signed MoU with Delhi
University

On September 28, 2021, NBCC and the
University of Delhi (DU) inked a MoU for
Construction and Infrastructure Development
works at the university campus. The agreement
was signed by Shri Pradeep Sharma, CGM

ENTERPR'SE CONNECT A Business Initiative

(BD) on behalf of NBCC while Dr. Vikas
Gupta, Registrar signed on behalf of DU
in the presence of officials from both the
organisations. The company being a major
implementing agency of the Govt. of India
has successfully implemented various iconic
projects including academic buildings of
Central/ State Universities, |ITs and IIMs across
the nation.

Banaras Locomotive Works has
organized function for distribution
of self-employment toolkits and
certificates for successful trainees

Function on 03 Oct'21 marks the culmination
of the 100-hour training program organized by
BLW for training of the first batch, in Technical
Trades viz. Electrician, Fitter, Machinist, and
Welder, under Rail Kaushal Vikas Yojana
(RKVY). RKVY program was launched on
17.09.2021, Vishwakarma Puja Day, by Shri
Ashawni Vaishnaw, Hon’ble Minister of Railways,
Communications, Electronics & Information
Technology. RKVY program empowers local
youth by way of providing entry level training in
Industry relevant skills through Railway Training
Institutes. This program seeks to take forward
the vision of the PM to give confidence to the
youth of this country, asa part of 75 years of
Azadi Ka Mahotsav. The RKVY program is
under aegis of Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikasa
Yojana (PMKVY) — a scheme of the Ministry of
Skill Development & Entrepreneurship (MSDE)
to achieve vision of AatmaNirbhar Bharat. Total
50000 Youths will be trained over period of three
years in 75 Railway Training Institutes, spread
all across India.

BLW has been entrusted as nodal agency
for implementation of RKVY program. Course
content and Assessment procedure for Training
has been developed by Banaras Locomotive
Works. Trainees for the RKVY program are
selected through open advertisement and
transparent shortlisting mechanism. Trainees
have undergone 100 hours of practical and
theoretical training. Subsequent to training,
all trainees have undergone a standardized
assessment and successful trainees are
awarded certificate.

ALLEN Career |Institute’s Mridul
Agarwal achieved All India Rank 1 in
IIT-JEE Advanced 2021

Sh. Brajesh Maheshwari (Director, ALLEN
Career Institute) said that Mridul Agarwal, A
student of ALLEN Career Institute has achieved
All India Rank-1in the IIT Entrance Examination
scoring the highest ever percent in the history
of JEE-Advanced. Mridul Agarwal has scored
348 out of 360 marks, 96.66 percent. He is the
first student who has topped JEE-Advanced,
JEE-Main, and KVPY simultaneously.

7 ALLEN students are in the top 15 AIR.
Arnav Aditya Singh secured AIR 9, Manpreet
Singh got AIR 12, Anant Kidambi got AIR 13,
Amay P Deshmukh got AIR 14, and Tanay
Vineet Tayal got AIR 15. All of them are
classroom students of ALLEN Career Institute.
Kartik Sreekumar, associated with Allen
distance learning program secured AIR 7.

27 ALLEN students are in the Top 50 AIR
according to the results compiled so far. In this,
24 students are from ALLEN Classroom, and
3 are from ALLEN Distance Learning Program.
With this, 49 students have made it to the Top
100 AIR, out of which 39 are from the classroom
and 10 from Distance Learning Program.
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MARKET WATCH

20-10-2021 % CHANGE

Sensex 61,260 -0.74
US Dollar 74.88 -0.62
Brent oil 85.19 0.31
PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports 794.90 2.65
Asian Paints. 3169.60......-14.15
Axis Bank 804.80. 3.15
Bajaj Auto 3848.65.....-62.90
Bajaj Finserv. 18603.20... -473.35
Bajaj Finance 7761.35 22.05
Bharti Airtel 708.45 27.35
BPCL 441.10.....-11.95
Britannia Ind 3762.00.....-33.90
Cipla 905.90 -0.30
Coal India 180.50 -4.00
Divis Lab 5116.40.....-75.70
Dr Reddys Lab 4753.90.....-47.90
Eicher Motors 2651.20......-52.50
Grasim Ind 1692.50......-25.40
HCL Tech 1232.90. 0.80
HDFC 2795.10......-27.80
HDFC Bank 1673.85......-14.85
HDFC Life 703.40 0.60
Hero MotoCorp 2816.00.....-60.05
Hindalco 512.95.....-20.80
Hind Unilever 2478.65......-68.15
ICICI Bank 745.85 -1.60
Indusind Bank 1201.70. 7.70
Infosys 1802.35......-19.80
Indian OilCorp 130.55 -3.25
ITC 246.60 0.65
JSW Steel 685.15 -6.40
Kotak Bank 2015.45....-19.90
L&T 1806.70......-39.35
M&M 899.35.....-18.15
Maruti Suzuki 7590.75......-64.90
Nestle India Ltd. ... 19277.65.....-90.80
NTPC 146.25 -3.40
ONGC 154.90 -3.70
PowerGrid Corp 194.35 -4.30
Reliance Ind 2700.40......-31.45
SBI Life 1168.75......-24.70
State Bank 499.90......11.70
Shree Cement 27457.40..-239.40
Sun Pharma 814.90......-12.45
Tata  Consumer
Products Ltd. 826.95.....-16.35
Tata Motors 486.90. 5.00
Tata Steel 1343.30......-23.60
TCS 3608.85.....-25.30
Tech Mahindra 1539.30. 0.20
Titan 2411.40.....-73.50
UltraTech Cement.....7129.60......-40.50
UPL 715.90.....-17.80
Wipro 701.95 -9.60

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on October 20

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL
US Dollar 74.67....74.99
Euro 86.86.......87.24
British Pound 102.75...103.20
Japanese Yen (100) ... 65.28......65.56
Chinese Yuan 11.68 11.73
Swiss Franc 80.88.......81.27
Singapore Dollar 55.54 55.78
Canadian Dollar 60.46.......60.72
Malaysian Ringitt 17.93 18.03

Source:Indian Bank

SUN Mobility raises

$50 mn from Vitol
BENGALURU

SUN Mobility, a service
provider for EVs, has raised
$50 million from Vitol, an
investor in zero-emission and
renewable energy assets.

“High oil prices will sap global recovery

Puri urges Saudi Arabia, other OPEC nations to work towards affordable and reliable supplies

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

India, the world’s third-lar-
gest energy consumer, on
Wednesday warned that
high oil prices will under-
mine global economic recov-
ery, and nudged Saudi Ara-
bia and other OPEC nations
to work towards affordable
and reliable supplies.

Petrol and diesel prices
have hit record highs across
the country after relentless
price increases since May.

“If energy prices remain
high, global economic recov-
ery will be undermined,” Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas Mi-
nister Hardeep Singh Puri
said at the India Energy Fo-
rum by CERAWeek.

Global oil prices crashed
to $19 per barrel in April
2020 as demand evaporated
with most nations clamping

‘Future has to
attend Amazon
row arbitration’

REUTERS
NEW DELHI

Future Retail must take
part in arbitration over a
commercial dispute with
Amazon, a Singapore arbi-
tration panel ruled on
Wednesday, rejecting the
Indian retailer’s bid to
avoid the process.

Amazon is trying to
block Future’s $3.4 billion
sale of its retail assets to Re-
liance Industries, accusing
it of breaking contracts.
Future denies any
wrongdoing.

After the arbitrator put
the deal on hold last year in
an interim decision, Future
argued it should be exclud-
ed from arbitration be-
cause Amazon had initiat-
ed it incorrectly under a
contract it signed with
another Future group firm.

Dearer by the day: India's oil import bill rose to $24 billion,
from $8.8 billion in June 2020, says Puri. =viJay soNEJI

lockdowns to control the
spread of the novel coronavi-
rus.

Demand recovered this
year as vaccination against
the infection revived econo-
mies worldwide.

International benchmark
Brent crude has since rallied
to $84 per barrel.

This, he said, had made
fuel expensive and was stok-
ing fears of inflation.

Mr. Puri said India’s oil im-

Gold imports to climb in
coming months: GJEPC

‘Festival season to spur demand’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI
India’s gold imports are ex-
pected to grow further in
the coming months on ac-
count of peak demand due
to the festive and wedding
seasons, the Gem and Jewel-
lery Export Promotion
Council (GJEPC) projected
on Wednesday.

Gold imports, which have
a bearing on the current ac-
count deficit, zoomed to
about $24 billion in the
April-September period.

‘Sharp pickup’

Imports picked up in Au-
gust, which recorded the se-
cond-highest gold imports
of 118.08 tonnes. Chairman
Colin Shah said the increase
in imports during July, Au-
gust, and September was

due to the lifting of lock-
downs, revival of domestic
and export demand, and
the start of the festive sea-
son that had resulted in a
sharp rise in demand.

“We expect that imports
of gold will further rise in
the forthcoming months as
peak festive/wedding sea-
son will further boost the
demand for jewellery both
at home and key interna-
tional markets,” he added.

port bill had climbed from
$8.8 billion in June 2020
quarter to $24 billion this
year because of a spike in
global oil prices.

‘Energy access crucial’
“India believes energy ac-
cess has to be reliable, affor-
dable and sustainable,” he
said adding economic recov-
ery after a devastating pan-
demic had been fragile and it
was further being threa-
tened by the high prices.

India, which imports al-
most two-thirds of its oil
needs from West Asia, has
told oil producers, including
the Organisation of Petro-
leum Exporting Countries
(OPEQ), that high crude pric-
es will hasten the transition
to alternate fuels and such
rates will be counter-produc-
tive for the producers.

Footwear firm
Metro plans to
raise 3250 cr.

LALATENDU MISHRA
MUMBAI

Footwear retailer Metro
Brands Ltd. plans to tap
the capital market to raise
up to ¥250 crore, a large
part of which will be util-
ised for opening 219 new
stores under Metro, Mochi,
Walkway and  Crocs
brands.

“We are bullish about
footwear retailing in In-
dia,” said chairman Ra-
fique A. Malik. “We have
got the format right and
have been profit making.
Our online sales are also
growing rapidly,” he noted.

“Overall, the demand
for footwear has reached
pre-COVID level. All the
new 219 stores will come
up in two-and-a-half to 3
years and most of the capi-
tal will be utilised for that.”

Mr. Puri has in recent
weeks flagged the issue of
high oil prices to Saudi Ara-
bia, the UAE, Kuwait, Qatar,
the U.S., Russia and Bahrain.
He conveyed India’s strong
preference for responsible
and reasonable pricing,
which was mutually benefi-
cial for consumers and
producers.

Mr. Puri said volatility in
international prices was not
just hurting India but also in-
dustrialised nations.

While the world had be-
gun the transition towards
cleaner fuels such as electric-
powered vehicles and hydro-
gen, most nations were still
dependent on oil to fuel their
economies. And high oil
prices would hurt the recov-
ery in demand.

India is 85% dependent on
imports to meet its oil needs.

UAE Minister assures

energy supplies to India
Demand outpacing supply: Al Jaber

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI
The United Arab Emirates
(UAE) on Wednesday vowed
to meet India’s growing
energy demand, saying it
will remain the nation’s
trusted partner of choice.
Minister of Industry and
Advanced Technology Sul-
tan Ahmed Al Jaber said the
UAE is investing across its
energy supply chain to re-
main a reliable energy pro-
vider to India and the world.
Stating that the energy
demand is outpacing sup-
ply, he said the present glo-
bal scenario calls for conti-
nued investment across the
entire energy sector to avoid
a deeper supply crunch.
Speaking virtually at an
event, he said India’s econo-
my is returning to “robust,

Vodafone Idea presses
pause on spectrum dues

Moratorium to end in September 2025

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Vodafone Idea on Wednes-
day said its board has ap-
proved availing the four-
year spectrum payment mo-
ratorium being offered by

the government as part of

the relief package for the te-
lecom sector.

The other options offered
in the Telecom Depart-
ment’s notification will be

considered by the board of

directors within the stipulat-
ed timeframe, it said in a
regulatory filing.

“We wish to inform you
that the board of directors
of the company has ap-
proved the exercise of the
option of deferment of the
company’s spectrum auc-
tion instalments for a period
of 4 years (October 2021 to

September 2025) in accor-
dance with the notification
dated 14 October 2021 is-
sued by the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT)
to the company,” it said.

The government last
week wrote to telcos asking
them to convey by October
29 if they would be opting
for the moratorium. Bharti
Airtel chairman Sunil Mittal
had, last month, said the
company would opt for the
payment moratorium.

- e

Sultan Ahmed Al Jaber

almost double-digit growth”
as the world recovers from
the pandemic.

He acknowledged the
challenges facing the sector
and explained how the UAE
is responding to remain a re-
liable energy provider to In-
dia and the world. “The cur-
rent demand dynamic is a
wake-up call to continue to
invest across the energy sec-
tor to avoid a deeper supply
crunch,” he added.

‘India may see
salaries rise by
9.3% in 2022

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

Higher salaries in India are
making a comeback with
9.3% hike being expected
in 2022, from 8% in 2021,
and with firms planning to
give employees larger rais-
es as they face mounting
challenges of attracting
and retaining employees,
according to a report by
Willis Towers Watson.

Salaries are projected to
see a median salary in-
crease of 9.3% next year
compared with the actual
median salary increase of
8% in 2021, according to
the ‘Salary Budget Plan-
ning Report’ by the global
advisory, broking and solu-
tions company. India’s pro-
jected salary increase is the
highest in Asia-Pacific for
the next year, it added.

Unseeded Swastika Ghosh in last four

Top four women seeds knocked out; no problems for men

TABLE TENNIS

RAKESH RAO
CHANDIGARH

Unseeded Swastika Ghosh
gatecrashed into her maiden
women semifinals with three
impressive victories in the
National ranking table tennis
championship on
Wednesday.

On a day of major upsets
when the top four women
seeds — Sreeja Akula, Olym-
pian Sutirtha Mukherjee, Ay-
hika Mukherjee and Reeth
Rishya — fell before the quar-
terfinals, the men’s top-four
seeds Sharath Kamal, Manav
Thakkar, Soumyajit Ghosh
and Sanil Shetty entered the
last four.

The day’s biggest new-
smakers at Panchkula's Devi
Lal Stadium were the Air-
ports Authority of India’s
duo of Swastika and Surabhi
Patwari.

Swastika, 18, avenged the
loss suffered to former Na-
tional champion Madhurika
Patkar four days ago in the
Maharashtra State cham-
pionship with a 11-3, 11-6, 8-
11, 9-11, 6-11, 11-7, 11-6 victory
in the round of 32. She then
proceeded to end the dream
run of the talented Karnata-

Dream run: Swastika Ghosh notched up some fine wins

en route to the semifinals. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

ka-girl Kushi Viswanath —
the conqueror of second
seed Sutirtha — in six sets.

Surabhi, who knocked out
top seed Sreeja Akula 4-1,
lost to eighth-seeded Prapti
Sen in the quarterfinals. Ear-
lier, Kushi stunned a jittery
Sutirtha 11-8, 11-6, 5-11, 8-11,
11-8, 11-4 before Varuni Jais-
wal packed off third seed Ay-
hika 6-11, 11-8, 11-9, 13-11, 9-11,
12-10.

Diya Chithale, among the

rising stars, downed fourth
seed Reeth in six sets.

The results:

Men: Quarterfinals: Sharath
Kamal bt Sudhanshu Grover
1-5, 12-14, 11-4, 11-6, 11-9;
Harmeet Desai bt Sanil Shetty
14-12, 6-11, 12-10 11-6, 11-7;
Soumyajit Ghosh bt Deepit Pa-
til 11-5, 9-11, 11-7, 11-6, 11-7;
Manav Thakkar bt Sarthak Seth
11-7,11-9, 11-5, 11-7.

Pre-quarterfinals: Sharath
bt Jeet Chandra 3-11, 9-11, 11-7,
11-3, 11-2, 11-7; Grover bt Wes-

ley Do Rosario 11-7, 9-11, 11-3,
10-12, 17-15, 12-14, 11-7; Har-
meet bt Abhishek Yadav 11-7,
11-5, 7-11, 11-5, 11-4; Sanil bt
Payas Jain 11-8, 14-12, 11-7,
11-3, 11-4, 3-11; Soumyajit bt
Manush Shah 7-11, 15-17, 11-8,
11-8, 11-9, 6-11, 11-6; Deepit bt
Arjun Ghosh 11-7, 5-11, 4-11, 13-
11, 14-12, 5-11, 11-5; Sarthak bt
Ronit Bhanja 11-8, 10-12, 11-8,
12-10, 8-11, 12-10; Manav bt
Shubh Goel 11-7, 11-8, 11-5,
11-7.

Women: Quarterfinals:
Prapti Sen bt Surbhi Patwari 8-
11, 11-9,10-12, 11-8, 11-8, 11-9;
Takeme Sarkar bt Diya Chitale
8-11,11-9, 12-10, 11-6, 4-11, 11-
13, 11-9, Anusha Kutumbale bt
Shruti Amrute 11-7, 11-5, 16-14,
10-12, 11-5, Swastika Ghosh bt
Krittwika Sinha Roy 11-6, 11-6,
11-7, 11-3.

Pre-quarterfinals: Surbhi bt
Sreeja Akula 12-10, 9-11, 11-9,
11-9, 11-9; Prapti bt Sagarika
Mukherjee 13-11, 11-7, 11-4, 9-
11, 11-8; Takeme bt Yashaswini
Ghorpade 11-9, 11-9, 11-7, 12-
10; Diya bt Reeth Rishya 11-9,
3-11, 11-5, 11-6, 5-11, 11-6;
Shruti bt Varuni Jaiswal 12-10,
9-11, 11-4, 7-11, 11-8, 11-5;
Anusha bt Risha Mirchandani
1-6, 9-11, 11-8, 9-11, 11-5,
11-8; Krittwika bt S. Selena-
deepthi 11-3, 11-8, 9-11, 11-9,
11-3; Swastika bt Kushi Viswa-
nath 6-11, 14-12, 11-3, 11-6, 8-
11, 12-10.

Karnataka dominates day two

Ridhima Veerendra Kumar steals limelight

AQUATICS

SPORTS REPORTER
BENGALURU
Ridhima Veerendra Kumar's
record-breaking swim in girls'
Group II 100m backstroke
was the highlight as Karnata-
ka dominated day two of the
sub-junior and junior Nation-
al Aquatic Championships at
the Basavanagudi Aquatic
Centre on Wednesday.
Ridhima's time of 1:04.87s
— 0.43 seconds faster than
Maana Patel's mark set in
2014 — was one of four new
National records set by the
home swimmers on the day,
with the others being Aneesh
S. Gowda (boys' Group I
400m freestyle) and the boys'
and girls’ Group I 4x100m
medley relay teams.
Elsewhere, Assam's Astha
Choudhury came up with
two of her fastest swims in
the Group I 100m butterfly
race, rewriting the National
record first in the heats, and
then again in the final with a
time of 1:03.58s. Karnataka's
Jas Singh won his fourth indi-
vidual gold, in the 100m
freestyle for Group V boys, to
add to the wins in 100m
breaststroke, 200m IM and
50m backstroke on day one.

T o) M T e T .
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Ridhima Veerendra Kumar.

= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The results: Boys: Group I:
400m freestyle: Aneesh S.
Gowda (Kar), 4:00.11 (NMR; OR:
4:00.91, Aryan Nehra (Guj),
2019); 200m backstroke: Ut-
karsh Gor (Mah), 1:02.95; 100m
butterfly: R. Sambhavv (Kar),
55.87; 4x100m medley: Karna-
taka, 3:56.35 (NMR; OR:
4:00.76, Karnataka, 2018);
Group Il: 50m breaststroke:
Abhishek Kannaujia (SSCB),
32.98; 200m butterfly: N. Deva
Ganesh (AP), 2:17.90; Group llI:
400m freestyle: M. Yagna Sai
(AP), 4:59.32; 100m butterfly:
Akshaj Thakuria (Kar), 1:06.55;
Group IV: 100m freestyle: Sha-
ran Sridhara (Kar), 1:06.85;
200m IM: T. Kabilan (TN),
2:46.94; Group V: 100m frees-
tyle: Jas Singh (Kar), 1:09.47.

Girls: Group I: 400m frees-
tyle: Aanya Wala (Mah),
4:34.54; 200m backstroke:

Lakshya cruises ahead; Saina, Prannoy and Kashyap bow out

BADMINTON

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ODENSE (DENMARK)
Lakshya Sen thumped com-
patriot Sourabh Verma in
straight games to enter the
second round but it was cur-
tains for H.S. Prannoy, P.
Kashyap and Saina Nehwal at
the Denmark Open Super
1000 tournament here on
Wednesday.

Lakshya dished out a sup-
erb performance to outclass
Sourabh 21-9, 217 in 26

cM
K

minutes.

In another men’s singles
match, sixth-seeded Jonatan
Christie of Indonesia over-
came Prannoy 21-18, 21-19 in
46 minutes. P. Kashyap re-
tired while trailing 0-3
against the fourth seed Tien
Chen Chou of Chinese
Taipei.

Saina, who had retired
midway through her first
match at Uber Cup Final due
to a groin injury, couldn’t
match Japan’s World No. 20
Aya Ohori and lost 16-21, 14-21

»

in the opening round.

The Indian doubles
players had a dismal outing
as apart from Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Ashwini
Ponnappa, none of the oth-
ers could put up a fight in
their respective matches.

While Satwik and Ashwi-
ni’s gallant battle ended with
a 1721, 21-14, 11-21 loss to Chi-
na’s Feng Yan Zhe and Du
Yue in mixed doubles, ]J.
Meghana and Poorvisha S.
Ram lost 8-21, 7-21 to Indone-
sian combination of Nita Vio-

lina Marwah and Putri Syai-
kah in women’s doubles.

Ashwini and N. Sikki Red-
dy also went down 17-21, 13-21
to the second-seeded Korean
pair of Lee Sohee and Shin
Seungchan.

On Wednesday, the World
No. 25 was up against Sou-
rabh, an opponent against
whom he had lost twice in
the past but it made no diffe-
rence as Lakshya dished out
a dominating show to blow
the latter away.

The results: First round:

Men: Lakshya Sen bt Sourabh
Verma 21-9, 21-7; Jonatan
Christie (Ina) bt H.S. Prannoy
21-18, 21-19; Tien Chen Chou
(Tpe) bt P. Kashyap 3-0 retd.

Women: Aya Ohori (Jpn) bt
Saina Nehwal 21-16, 21-14; Dou-
bles: Nita Violina Marwah & Pu-
tri Syaikah (Ina) bt J. Meghana &
Poorvisha S. Ram 21-8, 21-7; Lee
Sohee & Shin Seungchan (Kor)
bt Ashwini Ponnappa & N. Sikki
Reddy 21-17, 21-13.

Mixed doubles: Feng Yan
Zhe & Du Yue (Chn) bt Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy & Ashwini
Ponnappa 21-17, 14-21, 21-11.

Sanjana Prabhugaonkar (Goa),
2:28.71; 100m butterfly: Astha
Choudhury (Asm), 1:02.71 (NMR;
OR: 1:03.58, Astha, 2021);
4x100m medley: Karnataka,
4:32.69 (NMR; OR: 4:37.34, Kar-
nataka, 2018); Group Il: 100m
backstroke: Ridhima Veerendra
Kumar (Kar), 1:04.87 (NMR; OR:
1:05.30, Maana Patel (Guj),
2014); 50m breaststroke: Vi-
hitha Nayana (Kar), 36.10;
200m butterfly: Hashika Rama-
chandra (Kar), 2:26.56; Group
lll: 100m butterfly: Tanishi
Gupta (Kar), 1:10.12; Group IV:
100m freestyle: Alyssa Sweedal
Rego (Kar), 1:08.72; 200m IM:
Anwesha  Khanikar  (Asm),
3:00.85; Group V: 100m frees-
tyle: K. Lasya Sri (AP), 1:12.46

On Tuesday: Boys: Group I:
4x200m freestyle: Karnataka,
7:50.06 (NMR; OR: 7:57.07, Kar-
nataka, 2017); Group II: 100m
breaststroke: Surya Jhoyappa
(Kar), 1:11.61; Group Ill: 50m
backstroke: Akshaj Thakuria
(Kar), 33.60; Group IV: 50m
backstroke: Ishan Ghosh (Ben),
35.37; Group V: 50 backstroke:
Jas Singh (Kar), 37.58.

Girls: Group Il: 100m breast-
stroke: A.K. Lineysha (Kar),
1:16.66; Group lll: 50m back-
stroke: Pramiti Gnanasekaran
(TN), 34.59; Group IV: 50m
backstroke: Annika Deborah Pa-
ripoornam Ananth (Tel), 37.77;
Group V: 50m backstroke:
Shreya Binil (Ker), 39.88.

Easily done: Lakshya Sen had the measure of Sourabh Verma
in straight games. sFiLE PHOTO: R. RAGU

Bopanna and
Qureshi
advance

SPORTS BUREAU

MOSCOW

Rohan Bopanna and Pakis-
tan’s Aisam-Ul-Haq Qu-
reshi beat top seeds Raven
Klaasen and Ben McLa-
chlan 6-2, 6-4 in the first
round of the $779,515 ATP
tennis tournament here on
Wednesday.

Other results: First round:
$235,238 WTA, Tenerife,
Spain: Eri Hozumi (Jpn) &
Shuai Zhang (Chn) bt Rosalie
van der Hoek (Ned) & Ankita
Raina 6-4, 6-3.

€44,820 Challenger, Veli
Losinj, Croatia: Geoffrey Blan-
caneaux (Fra) & Arjun Kadhe
bt Marco Bortolotti (Ita) &
Sergio Martos Gomes (Esp)
6-2, 7-5; Anirudh Chandrase-
kar & Vijay Sundar Prashanth
bt Admir Kalender & Milli Pol-
jicak (Cro) 6-2, 6-7(3), [10-5].

$15,000 ITF men, Girona,
Spain: Yan Bondarevskiy &
Matvey Minin (Rus) bt Max Al-
cala Gurri (Esp) & Manish Su-
reshkumar 6-4, 6-3.

$15,000 ITF men, Doha,
Qatar: Yanki Erel (Tur) bt Dev
Javia 6-1, 4-1 (retired).

$15,000 ITF, Monastir, Tu-
nisia: Men: Vivien Versier (Fra)
bt Niki Poonacha 7-6(5), 6-4;
Sidharth Rawat bt Stefano
D'Agostino (Ita) 3-6, 6-1, 6-4.
Doubles: Ankit Chopra & Aadi-
tya Tewari bt Taketo Takami-
sawa (Jpn) & Krithik Shivaram
6-4, 6-3; Wissam Abderrah-
man & Mohamed Amin Oues-
lati (Tun) bt Ajay Pruthvi Ne-
makal & Dharmil Shah 6-3,
6-2; Julien Cagnina (Bel) &
Louis Tessa (Fra) bt Josef
Southcombe (GBr) & Rishab-
dev Raman 6-2, 4-0 (retired).

Women: Kathleen Kanev &
Chiara Tomasetti (Ger) bt Em-
ma Van Poppel (Ned) & Jen-
nifer Luikham 6-7(5), 6-2,
[10-8].

$25,000 ITF women,
Hamburg, Germany: Zeel De-
sai bt Karman Kaur Thandi
6-4, 6-4.

$25,000 ITF women, Se-
ville, Spain: Caijsa Wilda Hen-
nemann (Swe) & Ku Yeon Woo
(Kor) bt Angeles Moreno Bar-
ranquero (Esp) & Vasanti
Shinde 6-1, 4-6, [10-8].
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Rohit in sublime touch as India wins with ease

TV PICKS

Badminton: Denmark Open,
Star Sports 3, 12.30 p.m.
Men's T20 World Cup: (first
round): Star Sports 1& 2 (SD
& HD), 3.30 p.m. & 7.30 p.m.
Europa League: Sony Ten 2
(SD & HD), 10.15 p.m.; Sony
Ten 2 & Sony Six (SD & HD),
12.30 a.m. (Friday)

IN BRIEF

Akeal Hosein to replace
injured Fabian Allen

DUBAI

West Indies drafted in
left-arm spinner Akeal Hosein
as a replacement for injured
Fabian Allen on Wednesday
for the T20 World Cup. The
ICC's technical committee
approved the replacement
after Allen withdrew because
of an ankle injury. ap

Rahul and Suryakumar also comes good; Kohli tries his hand at bowling; early strikes peg Australia back

e

T20 WC WARM-UPS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DUBAI

India fine-tuned its World
Cup preparations with a con-
vincing nine-wicket win over
Australia in its final warm-up
game on Wednesday.

Captaining the side, Rohit
Sharma (60, 41b, 5x4, 3x6)
showed sublime touch along-
side opening partner K.L. Ra-
hul (39, 31b, 2x4, 3x6) as In-
dia overhauled Australia’s
total of 152 for five in 17.5
overs.

Suryakumar Yadav, who
came in at No. 3, hit a quick-
fire unbeaten 38 (27b, 27b,
5x4, 1x6) to guide the team
home in the company of Har-
dik Pandya (14 n.o., 8b, 1x6).

An option

Virat Kohli, who decided to

turn his arm over after quite

a while, kept things tight with

two overs of medium pace.
Earlier, after losing the

toss, India reduced Australia
11 for three in the less than
four overs. David Warner’s
barren run continued as a
failed reverse sweep off R.
Ashwin had him trapped in
front. With his very next ball,
the off-spinner got rid of
birthday boy Mitchell Marsh,
who edged to the first slip.

When Ravindra Jadeja
trapped skipper Aaron Finch
leg-before with his very first
ball, Australia was left with a
lot of work to do.

Steve Smith (57, 48b, 7x4)

and the in-form Glenn Max-
well (37, 28, 5x4) arrested the
slide with a 61-run partner-
ship before Marcus Stoinis (41
n.o., 25b, 4x4, 1x6) provided
a final flourish.
The scores: Australia 152/5 in
20 overs (Steve Smith 57, Mar-
cus Stoinis 41 n.o., Ashwin 2/8)
lost to India 153/2 in 17.5 overs
(Rohit Sharma 60, K.L. Rahul
39, Suryakumar Yadav 38 n.o.).
Toss: Australia.

India won by eight wkts. with
13 balls to spare.

b b Jﬁn-me
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Common and rare: Rohit Sharma, donning the sl
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two overs of medium pace. =INSTAGRAM/INDIANCRICKETTEAM & AP

David Wiese powers Namibia home

Netherlands suffers second straight loss

T20 WORLD CUP

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
ABU DHABI

David Wiese bludgeoned an
unbeaten 66 in 40 balls as
Namibia stayed alive in the
T20 World Cup with a six-
wicket triumph over the
Netherlands  here on
Wednesday.

The former South Africa
international, who played in
the 2016 edition, hit five six-
es and four boundaries as
Namibia chased down the
target of 165 with six balls to
spare for its first ever win in
the World Cup.

In the opening game on
Monday, it had crashed to 96
all out and lost by seven
wickets to Sri Lanka. The
Dutch, who lost their opener
to Ireland, also by seven
wickets, would find it diffi-
cult to advance.

Wiese was well-supported

Abhay to apply
for fielding |
coach’s job

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Abhay Sharma, who has
worked with India-A, India
under-19 and the national
women’s side, has
emerged as one of the can-
didates for the senior
men’s team fielding
coach’s position in place of
the outgoing R. Sridhar.

The 52-year-old is set to
apply for the role with the
Indian team.

“He will be applying for
the role soon,” a BCCI
source confirmed. The ap-
plication deadline is No-
vember 3.

Pattinson quits
international
cricket

James Pattinson. =ap

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MELBOURNE

Australian fast bowler
James Pattinson on Wed-
nesday retired from inter-
national cricket after realis-
ing that he won’t be in the
reckoning for the Ashes se-
ries due to fitness issues.

The 31-year-old, who has
played 21 Tests and 15
ODIs, though will continue
to play domestic cricket.

Pattinson had recently
suffered a knee injury dur-
ing an intra-squad Victor-
ian trial game.

CM
K

by captain Gerhard Erasmus
who contributed 32 off 22
balls with the pair putting on
93 for the fourth wicket.

0’Dowd comes good
Earlier, opener Max O’Dowd
made a second successive
half century to lead Nether-
lands to 164 for four after be-
ing put into bat. The New
Zealand-born O’Dowd batted
for virtually the entire in-
nings, making 70 off 56 balls
with one six and six
boundaries.

Colin Ackermann also

played a solid role hitting 35
off 32 balls, while Scott Ed-
wards added a quickfire, un-
beaten 21 to give the Dutch
innings added extra
impetus.
The scores: Netherlands 164/4
in 20 overs (Max O'Dowd 70,
Colin Ackerman 35, Jan Frylinck
2/36) lost to Namibia 166/4 in
19 overs (David Wiese 66 n.o.,
Gerhard Erasmus 32). Toss: Na-
mibia.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
AL AMERAT (OMAN)

Bangladesh, its campaign
back on track, will start as
the overwhelming favourite
when it faces Papua New
Guinea in a must-win
Group-B league game of the
T20 World Cup here on
Thursday.

Bangladesh suffered a
shock six-run defeat against
Scotland. But the Mahmu-
dullah-led side bounced
back to defeat Oman by 26
runs on Tuesday.

Bangladesh will need a
win to keep its chances of
making it to the Superi2
alive, as it only has two
points from two games and
is placed third with a net
run-rate of +0.500.
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Hitting away: David Wiese played a blistering knock to help

Namibia overcome Netherlands. =arp

Bangladesh starts as the favourite

PNG, already out of the tournament, eyes an elusive win

Vital cog: All-rounder Shakib Al Hasan's role will be crucial for
Bangladesh. =ap

A win against Papua New
Guinea will give it two cru-
cial points and then it would
also hope that Oman loses its
final game against Scotland,
which has already qualified
from the group, to ensure its

India men in Pool B
for junior World Cup

Women placed in Pool C

HOCKEY

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

Defending champion India
has been placed along with
Canada, France and Poland
in Pool B for the men’s Ju-
nior World Cup hockey tour-
nament to be played at the
Kalinga Stadium in Bhuba-
neswar from November 24.

According to the sche-
dule released by the Inter-
national Hockey Federation
(FIH) on Wednesday, the
host will begin its campaign
against France at 7.30 p.m.
on the opening day before
meeting Canada (November
25) and Poland (November
27) in its subsequent pool
engagements.

India won the title when

»

it hosted the last edition of
the event in Lucknow in
2016. The quarterfinals will
be played on December 1
and the semifinals on De-
cember 3.

Final on December 5
The final will take place on
December 5.

India has been slotted in
Pool C for the women’s Ju-
nior World Cup to be held in
Potchefstroom, South Afri-
ca, from December 5 to 16.

India will face Russia (De-
cember 6), Argentina (De-
cember 7) and Japan (De-
cember 9) in the pool stage.

The quarterfinals will be
held on December 12 fol-
lowed by the semifinals on
December 14 and the final
on December 16.

passage into the next stage.
The role of star all-roun-
der Shakib Al Hasan would
be crucial for the Asian side.
Shakib has been among the
runs and wickets and he
could pose a serious chal-

Pique helps Barca to its first CL win of the season
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kipper's role, essayed some of his trademark shots, while Virat Kohli sent down

Hardik
expected
to bowl

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DUBAI

India vice-captain Rohit
Sharma on Wednesday
said that all-rounder Har-
dik Pandya is expected to
be “ready” to bowl when
the team starts its T20
World Cup campaign here
on Sunday.

Rohit said the team
needs a sixth bowler dur-
ing the showpiece.

“Hardik is coming along
pretty well, but it’ll be a
while before he will start to
bowl. He hasn’t started
bowling, but he should be
ready by the start of the
tournament,” said Rohit.

“We have quality in the
main bowlers, but you
need an option for a sixth
bowler,” he added.

India plays Pakistan in
its opening match here on
Sunday.

Hardik’s fitness has been
a concern heading into the
tournament as he did not
bowl at all in the IPL.

Sri Lanka makes the Super 12 with a clinical victory

Hasaranga, Nissanka hit half-centuries before the bowlers bundle out Ireland

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
ABU DHABI

Wanindu Hasaranga and
Pathum Nissanka hit half-
centuries as Sri Lanka
thrashed Ireland by 70 runs
on Wednesday to reach the
Super 12 stage of the T20
World Cup.

Hasaranga, who smashed
71, and Nissanka, who made
61, put on a key stand of 123
to guide Sri Lanka to 171 for
seven after being in trouble
early on in the first round
match.

Then its bowling attack,
led by spinner Maheesh
Theekshana who returned fi-
gures of three for 17, dismis-
sed Ireland for 101 in 18.3 ov-
ers despite a valiant 41 from
skipper Andy Balbirnie.

Hasaranga stood out with
his maiden T20I half-centu-
ry and economical figures of
one of 12 as Sri Lanka re-
mained top of Group A with
four points after a second

Today's matches

B Bangladesh vs Papua New
Guinea, 3.30 p.m.

B Scotland vs Oman, 7.30

lenge to the PNG batters on a
track that assists the spin-
ners. Mahmudullah had con-
ceded that the team would

have to improve in a lot of :

areas despite the win against
Oman.

Meanwhile, the Assad Va-
la-led PNG has lost both its

games and is already out of

contention.

But it would surely like to
sign off the tournament on a
positive note.

Match starts at 3.30 p.m. IST.

Mission accomplished: Sri Lankan players celebrate after the
big win over Ireland on Wednesday. =arp

successive win.

Put in, Sri Lanka stum-
bled to eight for three in the
second over before Hasaran-
ga and Nissanka started the
recovery.

Paul Stirling claimed the
wicket of Kusal Perera for
nought with the second ball
of the innings and Josh Little

took two in two the follow-
ing over to remove Dinesh
Chandimal and Avishka
Fernando.

Hasaranga, an all-rounder
who bowls leg-spin, took the
attack to the opposition with
four straight boundaries off
spinner Simi Singh to lay the
foundation for Sri Lanka’s

challenging total.

He reached his fifty in 38
balls and kept up the charge
to punish the Ireland bow-
lers, blasting a towering six
before falling to Mark Adair.

Nissanka also recorded his
first fifty in the shortest inter-
national format as he hit six
fours and a six in his 47-ball
knock.

Little returned impressive

figures of four for 23 and
Adair claimed his 50th T201
wicket before the Lankan
skipper Dasun Shanaka fin-
ished the innings with a six
and a four in his unbeaten 21
off 11 balls.
The scores: Sri Lanka 171/7 in
20 overs (Wanindu Hasaranga
71, Pathum Nissanka 61, Joshua
Little 4/23) bt Ireland 101 in
18.3 overs (Andy Balbirnie 41,
Maheesh Theekshana 3/17, La-
hiru Kumara 2/22, Chamika Ka-
runaratne 2/27). Toss: Ireland.

Sri Lanka won by 70 runs to
qualify for the Super 12.

Scotland looks to keep slate clean

Oman has players who can help the side pull off a victory

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
AL AMERAT (OMAN)

Scotland will fancy its chanc-
es of maintaining its unbea-
ten run and enter the Super
12 on a winning note when it
meets Oman in the Group-B
league game of the T20
World Cup here on
Thursday.

Scotland shocked fancied
Bangladesh in the tourna-
ment opener and then got
the better of Papua New Gui-
nea in the second group
match on Tuesday, taking
another huge step in their
cricketing journey by quali-
fying for the Super 12 stage.

There is power and touch
at the top and middle-order
including Richie Berrington
and Calum MacLeod. Pos-
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Sweeping success: Calum MacLeod is one of Scotland's best

players of spin. =arp

sessing a wide array of
strokes, MacLeod remains
one of Scotland’s best
players of spin.

Hosts Oman got off to an
excellent start with a con-
vincing win against PNG but

Goal glut as Liverpool and PSG post fighting wins; Ajax overwhelms Dortmund

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

ASSOCIATED PRESS
PARIS

Gerard Pique scored the vital
goal to earn Barcelona a ner-
vy 1-0 win over Dynamo Kyiv
in Champions League Group
E on Wednesday and keep
alive the Spanish side's hopes
of reaching the knockout
rounds.

Pique volleyed home Jordi
Alba's cross in the 36th mi-
nute to register Barca's first
goal of this season's competi-
tion and secure its first victo-
ry after 3-0 defeats by Bayern
Munich and Benfica.

There was a goal rush on
Tuesday and it was hardly a
surprise to see Lionel Messi
and Mohamed Salah among
the scorers. By converting
coolly taken penalties late in
their games, Messi and Salah
sealed 3-2 wins for Paris

Saint-Germain and Liver-
pool, respectively, on a
chaotic night when 35 goals
were scored across eight
group matches.

Ajax produced perhaps

the best performance of the
lot in overwhelming Borussia
Dortmund 4-0, with Sebas-
tien Haller netting his sixth
goal of the group stage in just
three rounds of games.

Messi rescued the French
club in its 3-2 win over Leip-
zig, equalising in the 67th
and then producing a cheeky
“Panenka” penalty down the
middle to complete PSG’s co-

Delightful finish: Despite attention from RB Leipzig's defenders, Lionel Messi scores PSG's

second. =ap

»

lost to Bangladesh.

Playing at home, Zeeshan
Magsood’s side has the
players who can help the
team get the better of an in-
form rival.

Match starts at 7.30 p.m. IST.

meback. Salah became the
first player in Liverpool’s 129-
year history to score in nine
straight games in all competi-
tions, clinching a 3-2 victory
at Atletico Madrid.

The results: Group A: PSG 3
(Mbappe 9, Messi 67, 74-pen) bt
RB Leipzig 2 (Andre Silva 28,
Mukiele 57).

Group B: Atletico Madrid 2
(Griezmann 20, 34) lost to Liver-
pool 3 (Salah 8, 78-pen, Keita
13); Porto 1 (Diaz (65) bt AC Mi-
lan O.

Group C: Ajax 4 (Reus 11-o0g,
Blind 25, Antony 57, Haller 72) bt
Borussia Dortmund O;

Group D: Shakhtar Donetsk O
lost to Real Madrid 5 (Kryvtsov
37-0g, Vinicius Jr 51, 56, Rodrygo
64, Benzema 90+1); Inter Milan
3 (Dzeko 34, Vidal 58, de Vrij 67)
bt Sheriff 1 (Thill 52).

Group E: Barcelona 1 (Pique 36)
bt Dynamo Kiev 0.

Group G: Salzburg 3 (Adeyemi 3,
Okafor 65, 77) bt Wolfsburg 1
(Nmecha 15).

A ND-NDE
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Benzema absent for
blackmail trial
VERSAILLES

Real Madrid forward Karim
Benzema wasn't present on
Wednesday for the opening
of his three-day trial for
involvement in an alleged
attempt to blackmail former
France teammate Mathieu
Valbuena over a sex tape. The
33-year-old Benzema's legal
team told the court that
professional obligations
made it "impossible" for him
to attend. Valbuena's lawyer
deplored the absence. ap

Bruce leaves Newcastle
by ‘mutual consent’
LONDON

Steve Bruce has left his
position as Newcastle
manager by “mutual consent”,
13 days after a Saudi-led
takeover at St James' Park,
the Premier League club
announced on Wednesday.
Brucetook charge of his
1,000th match as a manager
in Sunday's 3-2 defeat by
Tottenham — his only game
under the new owners. His
assistant, Graeme Jones, will
be in charge for Saturday's
trip to Crystal Palace. arp
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Nathan Lyon suffers
mild concussion
MELBOURNE
Australia Test spinner Nathan
Lyon suffered a "mild
concussion” during New
South Wales' intra-squad trial
game but is expected to be
available for next week's
Sheffield Shield opening
match. Lyon was withdrawn
from the rest of the three-day
game on Tuesday as a
precautionary measure. p1i

India U-23
team departs
for Asian Cup
Qualifiers

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The India U-23 football
team departed for Dubai
on Wednesday to com-
pete in the forthcoming
Qualifiers for the AFC
U-23 Asian Cup.

India, which has been
clubbed in Group E along
with Oman, UAE and the
Kyrgyz Republic, begins
its campaign against
Oman on October 24.

“Every country has ta-
lented youngsters, and
U-23 players who are al-
ready playing at the se-
nior level for their respec-
tive countries, and so do
we. But we need to find
the balance in this team,”
head coach Igor Stimac
said.

Top seed Vijay
knocked out

SPORTS BUREAU
CHANDIGARH

S. Venkataraman knocked
out top seed Vijay Kumar 6-
7(6), 6-4, 6-3 in the men’s
over-45 quarterfinals of the
ITF seniors tennis tourna-
ment at the Roots Acade-
my, Zirakpur, on
Wednesday.

The results (quarterfinals):
Over-35: Dilip Mohanty bt
Anindito Guha 7-5, 6-1; Har-
meet Singh bt Mohit Pandey
6-1, 6-1; Raj Kumar bt Kiran
Kumar 6-0, 6-0; Varun Makkar
bt Prasang Raheja 6-0, 6-2.
Over-45: S. Venkataraman bt
Vijay Kumar 6-7(6), 6-4, 6-3;
Yogesh Kohli bt Avnish Chan-
dra Rastogi 6-4, 6-1; Shyam
Jagat bt Gopal Soni 6-3, 3-6,
6-1; Monty Roy bt Sunil Lulla
7-5, 6-1.

Over-55: Nirmal Kumar Ranjan
bt Anil Nigam 6-1, 6-0; Sanjai
Kumar bt Omprakash Choud-
hary 6-2, 6-0; Kuldeep Singh
bt Rakesh Kohli 7-5, 6-3; Ajeet
Bhardwaj bt Naresh Vij 6-1,
6-2.

Over-65: Narender Janweja bt
Mahender Kakkad 6-2, 6-0;
Mridulal Barkakoti bt Darshan
Lal Maria 6-1, 6-0; Vinayak
Gujrathi bt Sudhir Kumar 6-2,
6-0; Suresh Murthati bt Pala
Ram Sehgal 6-0, 6-1.

cM
K

Antetokounmpo delivers for the Bucks

Steph Curry’s triple-double powers Golden State Warriors past LA Lakers

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MILWAUKEE

Giannis  Antetokounmpo
scored 32 points as the Mil-
waukee Bucks launched the
defence of its NBA crown on
Tuesday with a 127104 victo-
ry over the Brooklyn Nets,
while LeBron James and the
Los Angeles Lakers were out-
gunned by the Golden State
Warriors 121-114.

Antetokounmpo picked
up where he left off in guid-
ing the Bucks to victory in
the NBA Finals last season,
leading an emphatic all-
round offensive display that
included 14 rebounds and se-
ven assists.

The two-time NBA Most
Valuable Player was one of
five Bucks who cracked dou-
ble figures on a night when
Milwaukee’s fans celebrated
as the team raised its first
championship banner in 50
years at the Fiserv Forum.

Khris Middleton had 20
points while Pat Connaught-
on also made 20 off the
bench. Jordan Nwora added
15 points while Jrue Holiday,
who left the game with an in-

Charging ahead: Giannis Antetokounmpo put on an emphatic all-round offensive display as
Milwaukee Bucks made a winning start to its defence of its title. =ap

jury early on, had 12.

Missing Irving

It was a chastening loss for
Brooklyn, who have started
the season without the ser-
vices of Kyrie Irving.

The Nets have left Irving
out of the line-up for the fo-
reseeable future because of
his refusal to take the CO-
VID-19 vaccine, which makes
him ineligible for home
games in New York due to ci-

ty laws.

In Irving’s absence, Kevin
Durant led the Brooklyn
scorers with 32 points while
James Harden had 20. New
signing Patty Mills added 21
— making seven-from-seven

‘Biennial World Cups needed to attract youth’

FIFA chief Infantino makes a pitch to European football leaders

FOOTBALL

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON

FIFA president Gianni Infan-
tino told European football
leaders that introducing
biennial World Cups would
help keep youngsters inter-
ested in the sport at a time
when they are increasingly
“running  after”  other
activities.

The Associated Press ob-
tained a recording of Infanti-
no speaking on Tuesday dur-
ing a meeting that was closed
to the media, where UEFA
member associations also
voiced a stream of opposi-
tion to his plans to double
the frequency of World
Cups.

Infantino was challenged
by presidents of national fed-
erations on the damage that
would be caused to not only
club competitions but also
national teams if FIFA radi-
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Pushing his agenda: FIFA president Gianni Infantino feels

=1

other activities that young boys and young girls are running

afteris football's enemy. =arp

cally overhauls the interna-
tional game despite Euro-
pean opposition.

But Infantino pitched the
reshaping of world football
as being necessary to safe-
guard the future of the sport.

“I believe as well that the
enemy of football is not the
World Cup or is not FIFA but
it is other activities that
young boys and young girls

are running after today,” In-
fantino said in closing re-
marks to the meeting that
lasted more than an hour.

“And we need to see how
jointly and together we can
bring them back to be inter-
ested in football. And we
want to, as far as I'm con-
cerned, do this all together
as we have always been do-
ing in the last few years.”

100 days to go for Asian Cup

Bala Devi urges fans to support India

ANI
NEW DELHI

The impending football fever
in India is fast approaching as
Wednesday marked the
three-month countdown for
Asia’s flagship tournament
for women’s football — AFC
Women’s Asian Cup India
2022, set to commence on Ja-
nuary 20 next year.

The best 12 teams from the
continent will battle it out for
the top honours in the com-
petition which will be played
across Navi Mumbai, Mumbai
and Pune till February 6,
2022.The Asian Football Con-
federation (AFC), which un-
veiled ‘Our Goal for All’ as the
official tagline of the presti-

gious tournament on the 100
days to go milestone date, has
confirmed 10 teams for the
competition and two more
teams will be finalized this
week.

Bala Devi, who bagged her
third AIFF Women’s Football-
er of the Year Award earlier
this year, urged the football
fans of India to show support
for their nation at the AFC
Women’s Asian Cup India
2022 and the FIFA U-17 Wo-
men’s World Cup India 2022.

“I was overcome with joy
when I learnt that in 2022 In-
dia will host both, the AFC
Women’s Asian Cup India
2022 as well as the FIFA U-17
Women’s World Cup India

If we don't get results,
we start searching for
scapegoats: Misbah

CRICKET

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KARACHI

Former captain Misbah-ul-
Haq said that there will be
no improvement in Pakistan
cricket unless it changes its
culture and stops hunting
for scapegoats.

Speaking for the first time
since his sudden resignation
as head coach last month,
Misbah said “cosmetic sur-
gery” will not change
anything.

“The problem is that in
our cricket we only look at
results and we don’t give
time or have patience for
planning ahead and improv-

ing the system.

L

Misbah-ul-Hag. =arp

“We don’t focus on the
fact that we have to develop
our players at domestic level
and then in the national
team. We want results and if
we don’t get the desired re-
sults we start searching for
scapegoats,” he said.

2022,” said Bala in an official
release.

“I was very happy because
these tournaments will be a
fantastic stepping stone for
our young girls to progress.
When you look at the support
for our team that participated
in the FIFA U-17 World Cup
India 2017, it is really unbe-
lievable.

“I would humbly request
everyone to show similar sup-
port to the women who will
be participating in the AFC
Women’s Asian Cup India
2022 in January next year, as
well as to those who will play
in the FIFA U-17 Women’s
World Cup India 2022 in Oc-
tober next year,” she added.

Stars urged to get jabs or miss the Australian Open

Infantino did not specify
what those “other activities”
were. He did not respond to
a phone call from the AP
seeking comment and FIFA
had no immediate comment
expanding on the remarks.

Leaders from the Finnish,
Italian, Germany, Portu-
guese, Romanian, Scottish,
Spanish and Swiss federa-
tions told Infantino they
want to continue having the
World Cup every four years.

Player welfare
They cited the impact on
player welfare of having
more frequent tournaments,
the pitfalls of having only
one block of qualifiers across
October and November, and
the potential damage caused
to the growing profile of the
women’s game by having
more men’s competitions.
No country spoke in favor
of the plans during the call
with Infantino.

Bala Devi. =fiLE PHOTO

from three-point range —
while Nic Claxton had 12
points.

In Tuesday’s other sea-
son-opener, the new-look
Los Angeles Lakers was
humbled by the Warriors at
the Staples Center.

James led the Lakers scor-
ers with 34 points while An-
thony Davis chimed in with
33. But they were the only
two Los Angeles players to
make double figures, while
blockbuster new signing
Russell Westbrook was res-
tricted to eight points, five
rebounds and four assists.

Instead it was the War-
riors who looked the more
cohesive unit, with Stephen
Curry leading the way with
21 points, 10 rebounds and
10 assists — Curry’s first tri-
ple-double since 2016.

Six Warriors players made

double figures, with Jordan
Poole just behind Curry with
20 points. The Lakers led 59-
53 at halftime but were
blown away by the Warriors
after the break.
The results: Milwaukee Bucks
127 bt Brooklyn Nets 104; Gol-
den State Warriors 121 bt LA
Lakers 114.
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India pugilists leave for
World championships

It will be Nieva’s last assignment

BOXING

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

The Indian men’s boxing
team, comprising the likes
of Asian medal-winners
Deepak Kumar (51kg), Shiva
Thapa (63.5kg) and Sanjeet
(92kg), left for Belgrade on
Wednesday to compete in
the World championships
starting on October 24,
hopeful of coming over the
disappointment of an un-
derwhelming Olympics
campaign.

The three form the expe-
rienced core of the 13-mem-
ber squad, which is made
up of this year’s National
champions. Of these, Thapa
is the only one with prior ex-
perience of competing in
the World event, having
claimed a bronze in 2015.

Support staff

The boxers are accompa-
nied by the support staff,
led by High Performance Di-
rector Santiago Nieva and
newly-appointed head
coach Narender Rana, with

former Commonwealth
Games silver-medallist L.
Devendro Singh as one of
the assistant coaches.

This will be Nieva’s last
assignment with the Indian
team after the Boxing Feder-
ation of India decided
against giving him a long-
term extension at the end of
the Tokyo Olympics.

The preparation for the
Worlds has been far from
ideal as the boxers got just
about 10 days to practice in
a camp after the Nationals.

The five men who com-
peted in Tokyo, including
last World championships
silver-medallist Amit Pang-
hal (51kg), could not make
the squad after skipping the
Nationals owing to niggles
and “lack of preparation
time”.

The squad: Govind Sahani
(48kg), Deepak Kumar (51kg),
Akash (54kg), Rohit Mor
(57kg), Varinder Singh (60kg),
Shiva Thapa (63.5kg), Akash
(67kg), Nishant Dev (71kg),
Sumit (75kg), Sachin Kumar
(80kg), Lakshya (86kg), San-
jeet (92kg), Narender (+92kg).

UEFA estimates €3b shortfall

Expected fall-out of FIFAs controversial plans

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS

A report commissioned by
UEFA estimates a shortfall of
between €2.5 and 3 billion
over four years for European
federations if FIFA adopts its
controversial plan to switch
to a biennial World Cup, AFP
has learned.

European football’s go-
verning body presented the
findings of the study to the
leaders of its 55 member fed-
erations on Tuesday.

The report does not take
into account the possible ad-
ditional shortfall for each of
the national championships,
say French newspapers Le
Monde and L’Equipe, who
revealed the contents of the
document.

UEFA has already op-
posed FIFA’s proposed
change to the international
calendar which is looking to
hold the World Cup every
two years from 2028, in-
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UEFA president
Aleksander Ceferin. =ap

stead of the usual quadren-
nial rhythm.

UEFA president Aleksan-
der Ceferin said last month
that the change would “lead
to more randomisation, less
legitimacy, and it will unfor-
tunately dilute the World
Cup itself”.

His sentiments have been
echoed by leagues, federa-
tions and supporters around
the world.

FIFA president Gianni In-
fantino, however, insists the
change would benefit feder-
ations and is determined to
plough ahead with the idea,
saying this week that a final
decision will be made “be-
fore December.”

Single window

In addition to the biennial
World Cup, the project plans
to bring together qualifying
matches into a single win-
dow in October, or even two
in March and October, in-
stead of the current spread
of windows throughout the
year.

According to Le Monde,
the recently-created Nations
League, would disappear
with the European Cham-
pionships also moving to a
biennial programme.

Olympic flame arrives in Beijing

WINTER GAMES

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BEIJING
The Olympic flame arrived
here on Wednesday amid
calls from overseas critics
for a boycott of the February
4-20 Winter Games.

Communist Party secre-
tary Cai Qi, the top official in
the Chinese capital, received
the flame at a closely-guard-
ed airport ceremony.

Beijing is the first city to
be awarded hosting rights to
both the Summer and Win-
ter Games, largely as a result
of the reluctance of Euro-
pean and North American
cities to bid for the 2022
edition.

At Wednesday’s flame
handover ceremony, Beijing

Cai Qi, Communist Party Secretary, lights the cauldron

during the Olympic flame welcoming ceremony. =arp

Deputy Mayor Zhang Jian-
dong said the City was com-
mitted to holding a “simple,
safe and an excellent
Games”.

The flame will be placed
on display over the next few
months, with a three-day re-

Our rules are very clear, they apply to everyone: health minister Greg Hunt

ASSOCIATES PRESS
MELBOURNE

Elite tennis players should
get vaccinated against CO-

VID-19 or risk missing the
Australian Open in January,
Australian officials said on
Wednesday.

Some players, including

men's No. 1 Novak Djokovic,
have advocated that the de-
cision to get the vaccine
should be a personal choice.

But Australia's health mi-
nister Greg Hunt said the
rules were straightforward:
everyone arriving in the
country needed to be
double-vaccinated.

"Our rules are very clear,
they apply to everyone with-
out fear or favour," he said.
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Reluctant? Novak Djokovic hasn't confirmed whether he has
been vaccinated for COVID-19. =arp

"It doesn't matter whether
you are number one (tennis
player) in the world or
anything else, our rules are

about protecting Australians
and they apply to everybo-
dy."

Djokovic, who has won

the Australian Open title a
record nine times and shares
the men's Grand Slam record
of 20 titles with Roger Feder-
er and Rafael Nadal, hasn't
confirmed whether he has
been vaccinated for
COVID-19.

High stakes

If he doesn't get vaccinated,
he risks missing the tourna-
ment he has won for the last
three years.

Asked if he had a message
for Djokovic, Australian im-
migration minister Alex
Hawke said: "I don't have a
message to Novak, I have a
message to everybody that
wishes to visit Australia:
you'll need to be double

vaccinated."

lay scheduled to start on
Feb. 2 involving around
1,200 torchbearers in Beij-
ing, suburban Yanging and
Zhangjiakou in neighboring
Hebei province where ski
jumping and other outdoor
events will be held.

Suryanshi in
semifinals

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JHAJJAR

Qualifier Suryanshi Tan-
war beat Shruti Gupta 6-7
(5), 7-5, 6-1 in the quarterfi-
nals of the ¥100,000 AITA
women’s ranking tennis
tournament at the Joygaon
Academy on Wednesday.

In the semifinals, Su-
ryanshi will challenge the
top seed Renne Singla.

The other semifinal will
be between second seed
Reshma Maruri and San-
deepti Singh Rao.

The results:

Singles (quarterfinals):
Renne Singla bt Priyam Ku-
mari 6-1, 6-3; Suryanshi Tan-
war bt Shruti Gupta 6-7(5),
7-5, 6-1; Sandeepti Singh Rao
bt Paavani Pathak 6-2, 6-2;
Reshma Maruri bt Mirdhula
Palanivel 7-6(2), 6-2.
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