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India will stress ‘climate justice’
at global summit, says Minister

Aryan Khan, two others get
bail 25 days after NCB arrest

Conditions of
30-ft-hich Ran : Will push developed nations to transfer technology at COP26: Bhupender Yadav release to be
-ft-high Ram Mandir announced toda
for Dilli ki Diwali’ JACOB KOSHY : i g
%w D[;u;'l1 . o NEW DELHI c In the coming COP26, MOdl tO meet
€ ethi overnment nas India will emphasise climate to implement the . PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
started building a replica of justice and exhort deve- adaption and mitigation Pope on hls MUMBAI

Ram Mandir — the one under
construction in Ayodhya —
at the Thyagaraj Stadium
Complex as part of its

‘Dilli ki Diwali' celebrations.
The 30-foot-high and
80-foot-wide replica is

a part of the stage where
the Deepavali puja will

be performed by Chief

loped countries to transfer
the finance and technology
necessary to deal with the
fallout of global warming,
Environment Minister Bhu-
pender Yadav told The Hin-
du on the eve of his depar-
ture to  Glasgow to
participate in the 26th edi-
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measures from increased
global temperatures, we
will be discussing access
to technology and finance

with the developed

countries

BHUPENDER YADAV
Environment Minister

way (0 COP26

KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE
NEW DELHI

Ahead of his visit to the

U.K. to attend the COP26

World Leaders Summit,

Prime Minister Narendra

Aryan Khan, son of Bolly-
wood superstar Shah Rukh
Khan, was on Thursday
granted bail by the Bombay
High Court, 25 days after his
arrest by the Narcotics Con-
trol Bureau in the case of sei-
zure of banned drugs aboard
a cruise ship off the Mumbai
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Moment of relief: Shah Rukh Khan with friends and the
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legal team in Mumbai after his son was granted bail. =pmi

Independent witness

Minister Arvind Kejriwal on tion of the United Nations Modi will meet Pope coast earlier this month. The
November 4, the day of the Conference of Parties (COP).  its commitment to increase such a “net zero™ goal. Chi- Francis on Saturday drugs bust has triggered a . .
festival, an official source said. “In the forthcoming COP, forest cover as well as the na-  na and the United States, the morning in the Vatican series of controversies and d h
the assistance that develop- tional hydrogen policy, he other two major polluters City, where he will also put the Central agency and arreSte ln C eatlng Case
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J&K students roughed
up outside Agra court
LUCKNOW

Three Kashmiri students,
who were arrested in Agra
for allegedly celebrating
the Pakistan cricket team’s
victory over Indiaina T20
World Cup match, were on

ing countries such as India
need for mitigating carbon
emissions, adapting to a
warming world, and insist-
ing on a firm, transparent
framework that lays out how
this can be met, will be the
points of discussion,” Mr. Ya-
dav said in an interview on
Thursday.

said. These steps by India,
which were in line with
achieving the target of the
2015 Paris Agreement,
would be raised at the confe-
rence, the Minister added.
The COP26 is expected to
be fractious with many deve-
loped countries, led by the
United States, likely to push

have indicated 2060 and
2050 as potential deadlines
for capping net emissions.
India has on several fora
resisted being forced to com-
mit to such a deadline on the
grounds that it violates
agreed-upon principles of
climate justice that require
countries to have “differen-

participate in the first
in-person G20 summit
since the beginning of the
pandemic.

“Over the next few days,
I will be in Rome, the

Vatican City and Glasgow
¢ to attend important

multilateral gatherings like

. the G20 and COP26,” Mr.

its officials under the
spotlight.

However, Aryan Khan is
not likely to walk out of the
Arthur Road jail, where he is
under judicial custody, im-
mediately as the court is yet
to give its operative order on
the bail conditions.

A Single Bench of Justice

STAFF REPORTER
PUNE

The Pune police on
Thursday arrested Kiran
Gosavi, a controversial
‘independent witness’ of
the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) and a
self-styled private

custody till November 5.

Earlier, a team of
policemen from the
anti-extortion cell of the
Pune Crime Branch took
the absconding Gosavi into
custody from a lodge in the
city’s Katraj area at around
3a.m.

Thursday roughed up by a Mr. Ya@av said the world for a dpadline by which all tial r.esponsibili.ties” to 'a'd- Modi said. NW Sambre also granted invgstigator, in the'Mumbai The_Pune po'licc? began
group of men outside a court had publicly acknowledged countries agree to cease net dressing the climate crisis. The PM will also hold bail to Aryan’s co-accused —  cruise drugs case, in searching for him in earnest
in Agra while being produced India’s commitment to in- carbon dioxide emissions. Reiterating this, Mr. Yadav, meetings with Italian Arbaaz Merchant and Mun-  connection with a 2018 and formed several teams
before a magistrate. The stall 450 GW of renewable India is among the major however, told The Hindu in Prime Minister Mario mun Dhamecha. Hearing on  cheating case. to nab him after his

men also raised slogans energy by 2030 as “ambi- emitters, the third largest in  response to a query that “all Draghi and U.K. Prime the bail applications started Gosavi was later pictures with the young
against Pakistan. tious”. There was also simi- the world, not to have indi- options were open”. Minister Boris Johnson. on Tuesday. produced before a local Khan went viral.
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lar acknowledgement of In-
dia’s electric vehicle policy,

cated any deadline or even a
tentative pathway towards
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court which remanded him
in a week-long police
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Timings
DELHI
FRIDAY, OCT. 29
RISE 06:31 SET 17:39
RISE 00:00 SET 13:44
SATURDAY, OCT. 30
RISE  06:32
RISE 00:28
SUNDAY, OCT. 31
RISE  06:32
RISE  01:29

SET 17:38
SET 14:22

SET 17:38
SET 14:59

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 28 15
Safdarjang 28 15
Palam 28 17

Delhi Palam Today

29°C Pollution level will be
moderate with dry weather.
Day will be comfortable with
mainly clear sky. Night will be
cool and hazy.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
30°C The weather will be dry.
Day will be slight warm with
mainly clear sky. Night
remains cool and hazy.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

Barricades being cleared

near protest site at Tikri

Decision on how to route the traffic likely in a day or two

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI/GURUGRAM

The Delhi police have started
removing barricades from
the Tikri border where farm-
ers have been protesting for
the past 11 months against
the new farm laws.

A senior police officer said
there are several layers of
barricades and the process of
removal started on Thursday.
The barricades are being re-
moved from one side on the
way to Bahadurgarh, Harya-
na. “Because there are layers
of barricades, the removal
may take a day or two after
which a decision will be ta-
ken on how to route the traf-
fic,” the officer said.

The decision comes as the
Supreme Court is hearing the
matter of road blockade at
the border. The court has
asked the Central Govern-
ment and Delhi’s neighbour-
ing States to find a solution to
the issue.

Farmers have been prot-
esting against the new farms
laws since November 26 last
year at Delhi’s borders in-
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A crane being used to remove the barricades placed near the
farmers' protest site at Tikri border. =speciaL ARRANGEMENT

cluding Tikri, Singhu and
Ghazipur.

Truck kills 3 farmers
Three women farmers were
killed and two sustained inju-
ries on Thursday after a
speeding truck hit them near
a protest site in Bahadur-
garh, close to the Tikri bor-
der. The women were stand-
ing on the central verge
waiting for an autorickshaw.
The erring truck driver, Man-
gal, fled the spot but was la-
ter arrested.

Haryana State committee
of All India Kisan Sabha de-
manded a detailed probe in-

to the accident saying that
eyewitnesses had seen the
truck parked near the acci-
dent spot before it hit the wo-
men. The police have ruled
out foul play. “The truck driv-
er was coming from the di-
rection of Badli. He said dur-
ing interrogation that he did
not have enough sleep the
previous night and dozed off
leading to the accident,” said
Inspector Nar Singh, SHO,
Sector 6, Bahadurgarh.

The deceased have been
identified as Gurmail Kaur,
Amarjeet Kaur and Sukhvin-
der, all belonging to Punjab’s
Mansa district.

Less deaths during pandemic year in Delhi

2,495 more people died in 2019 as compared to 2020, says annual report

NIKHIL M BABU
NEW DELHI

The number of deaths and
births in Delhi fell during
2020, when COVID-19 hit the
Capital, as compared to 2019,
says the “Annual Report on
Registration of Births &
Deaths in Delhi-2020” of the
city Government.

A total of 1,42,789 deaths
were registered in the city in
2020 as compared to 1,45,284
in 2019. The total number of
births registered during 2020
was 3,01,645 as against

3,65,868 in 2019.

The ‘Sex Ratio at Birth’ has
increased to 933 females per
thousand males in 2020 from
920 in 2019. The Infant Mor-
tality Rate fell to 20.37 in
2020 from 24.12 a year ago,
says the report.

Lockdown effect

“In Delhi, a lot of people
come from other States for
treatment and some of them
die in hospitals. But because
of lockdowns, people from
other States coming to Delhi

fell drastically during 2020.
This could be one reason for
the fall in the number of
deaths,” a Delhi Government
official told The Hindu.

As per the Registration of
Births and Deaths Act, 1969,
municipal bodies are respon-
sible for registering every
birth and death in the city
and the report is a compila-
tion of these figures.

According to the report,
10.11% of total deaths hap-
pened due to COVID-19, iden-
tified and not identified,

which is more than the offi-
cial death figures of 2020 gi-
ven by the Delhi Government.
The total deaths due to CO-
VID in 2020 were 10,536, ac-
cording to the Delhi Govern-
ment bulletin. But as per the
report, the total deaths iden-
tified and not identified are
14,436. “Identified deaths are
those which are confirmed
COVID deaths. Not identified
are deaths that happened out-
side a hospital and families
are claiming them to be CO-
VID-related,” an official said.
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Councillors in Delhi civic bodies score
low on performance, says Praja report

It ranks them in terms of attendance, number of issues raised from 2018 to 2021

MUNEEF KHAN
NEW DELHI

The performance of council-
lors in Delhi’s three munici-
pal corporations — North,
South and East — has been
on the decline in the last
three years in terms of atten-
dance in house meetings and
the number of issues raised,
areport card released by the
NGO, Praja Foundation, said
on Thursday.

A majority of the 265
councillors across the BJP-
led civic bodies were ranked
abysmally in the report.
North Delhi Municipal Cor-
poration councillor and Del-
hi BJP president Adesh Ku-
mar Gupta was ranked 80
(scoring 50.34 out of 100)
and Mayor Raja Igbal Singh
was ranked 70 (scoring 53.11
out of 100).

The data for the report tit-
led ‘Delhi Councillor Report
Card 2021” was collated
through RTIs and public ac-
counts. But unlike the pre-
vious years, this year’s is a
consolidated report that
documented the perfor-
mance of 265 municipal

v

Mayor Raja Igbal Singh and Adesh Gupta

councillors from 2018 to
2021.

The average score of
councillors of the North Del-
hi civic body has dropped
from 60.50% in 2018 to
57.92% in 2021, while that of
South Delhi Municipal Cor-
poration (SDMC) councillors
has dipped from 60.48% in
2018 to 56.85% in 2021. In
the case of the East Delhi
Municipal Corporation
(EDMC), it has declined from
61.5% in 2018 to 54.40% in
2021.

‘Poor attendance’
“The attendance for the
North Delhi corporation has

Q

come down from 78.81% in
2018 to 72.39% in 2021 and
for the SDMC, it has dropped
from 79.62% in 2018 to
68.79% in 2021. While the at-
tendance for the EDMC was
82.34% in 2018, it has fallen
to 69.37% in 2021,” the re-
port said.

Furthermore, the general
body meetings and statutory
meetings were “not fully util-
ised” in all three corpora-
tions. “On an average, only
one ward committee meet-
ing has been conducted
monthly per zone, whereas
the monthly average of gen-
eral body meetings per civic
body is only two during

‘97% of surveyed people have
antibodies against COVID-19

Blood samples were collected as part of serosurvey in Sept.

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

As many as 97% of the
28,000 people, whose blood
samples were collected in
September from across the
city, have developed antibo-
dies against COVID-19, ac-
cording to authorities.

Blood samples of random
people of different age
groups were collected as
part of a serological survey
to check how many of them
had developed antibodies
against the virus.

Higher in women

“The survey was done in 280
wards of Delhi. At least 100
samples from each ward
were collected. The govern-
ment collected 28,000 sam-
ples of random people. Sero
prevalence was higher in wo-
men [90.1%] as compared to

IN BRIEF

Man attacked with blade
near HC gate, one held
NEW DELHI

A man was allegedly
attacked with a blade near
the parking space outside
one of the gates of the Delhi
High Court on Thursday, the
police said, adding that one
person has been detained in
connection with the case.
The police said the victim has
been identified as Abid Khan,
an accused in a 2011 case of
attempt to murder.

3 held for ‘slaughtering
cows, attacking police’
NEW DELHI

Two persons were arrested
and one minor apprehended
for allegedly slaughtering
cows and then attempting to
kill police officers who were
trying to catch them, DCP
(East) Priyanka Kashyap said
on Thursday.

Man robbed of property
papers at gunpoint

NEW DELHI

A 48-year-old man has been
arrested and two minors
apprehended for allegedly
robbing property papers from
a person and his brother at
gunpoint at a hotel in south
Delhi, DCP (South) Benita
Mary Jaiker said on Thursday.
The accused was serving life
imprisonment in a double
murder case and was
presently out on parole.

Two held for staging
robbery of ¥12.5 lakh

NEW DELHI

Two persons were arrested
here at north Delhi's Lahori
Gate for allegedly carrying
out a staged robbery of ¥12.5
lakh from the employer of one
of the accused, the police said
on Thursday. According to
DCP (North) Sagar Singh Kalsi,
the main accused disclosed
that he hatched the plan after
losing money in betting.

men with only [88.2%] posi-
tivity. Serosurvey was con-
ducted in all the 11 districts of
the national capital and the
data showed that 97% of peo-
ple had antibodies against
COVID-19,” Health Minister
Satyendar Jain said.

He said that all districts
showed a value of above 95%
and almost all vaccinated pe-
ople had developed antibo-
dies. The Minister said the
survey showed that the pop-
ulation with a past history of
symptomatic COVID-19 in-
fection, irrespective of sever-
ity, had significantly higher
odds of having antibodies
compared to those without
such history.

Of the people surveyed,
95.3%, who had taken both
the doses of Covishield, had
developed antibodies. For
Covaxin, the figure stood at

93%. Similarly, 95.6% of peo-
ple who had taken one dose
of Covishield had antibodies.
It was 92.1% for Covaxin.

What is a sero survey?
Blood samples collected
from across the city are test-
ed in a lab using antibody
testing kits to understand
whether the person was in-
fected by the virus and deve-
loped antibodies.

A positive result would
imply that the person has de-
veloped antibodies. This
means that the person was
infected at some point and
developed immunity against
the virus or has developed
antibodies after vaccination.

The first such survey done
in the city in June-July last
year had shown that 23.4%
people surveyed had deve-
loped antibodies.

2018-2021,” it said.

Important issues

The report said that there
was “no improvement” in
the “quality of issues raised”
in the meetings. The average
score on “quality of issues
raised” for the North Delhi
civic body has declined from
48.24 in 2018 to 46.01 in
2021. While for the SDMC, it
has dipped from 47.97 in
2018 to 45.48 in 2021, for the
EDMC, it has dropped from
46.77 in 2018 to 39.75 in 2021
— the lowest among the cor-
porations.

North Delhi civic body
councillor Ravinder Kumar
(BJP), SDMC councillor Abh-
ishek Dutt (Congress), and
EDMC councillor Sanjay
Goyal (BJP) were ranked first
in overall performance in
their respective
corporations.

Commenting on the re-
port, EDMC Mayor Shyam
Sunder Aggarwal said he had
“not seen” the scores and
that he was “concerned”
about the decline in perfor-
mance.

Second
chargesheet
filed in Sushil
Kumar case

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Delhi police have in-
formed a court here that it
has filed a supplementary
chargesheet against the re-
maining accused in the
Chhatrasal Stadium mur-
der case involving Olympic
medallist Sushil Kumar.
The first chargesheet
which was filed by the pol-
ice on August 2 named 13
persons, including Sushil
Kumar as the “main” ac-
cused. There are a total of
17 accused in the alleged
murder case, according to
the police. Mr. Kumar,
along with others had al-
legedly assaulted former
junior national wrestling
champion Sagar Dhankar
and his friends at the stadi-
um in May over an alleged
property dispute.

Delhi Cong. gets new executive
committee ahead of civic polls

Panel reflects mix of youth, experience, says State unit chief

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Ahead of the municipal polls
early next year, the Delhi
Congress on Thursday got its
new executive committee.
Congress national general
secretary K.C. Venugopal in a
press statement said party
president Sonia Gandhi has
approved the formation of
the executive committee and
appointment of office-bear-
ers of Communications De-
partment and Doctors Cell,

chairman and vice-chairman
of Booth Management Com-
mittee and Disciplinary
Committee of the Delhi unit.

“The 83-member execu-
tive committee has a mix of
our youth power and expe-
rience of leaders. Many of
our leaders and workers
who served people committ-
edly during the pandemic
have been rewarded,” Delhi
Congress president Anil Ku-
mar said.

The committee includes

DCW and police rescue

four-month-old infant
Father sold her off after 6 days of birth

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Commission for
Women (DCW), with the
help of city police, rescued a
four-month-old infant who
had been sold off by her
father when she was six
days old, from north-west
Delhi’s Jahangirpuri.

DCW chief Swati Maliwal
said they received a com-
plaint on October 21 that a
man had sold his newly
born daughter. A team was
immediately formed and
the police were contacted.

The mother of the girl
was then approached who
informed the police that she
was suffering from epilepsy
and when her daughter was
born, her husband sold her
to a woman named Madhu

before abandoning her and
heading to Ranchi. She also
said that her husband had
given away their other
daughter to a distant rela-
tive and the child had died.

‘Sold’ in Panipat

An FIR was lodged and sub-
sequently Madhu was inter-
rogated who allegedly ad-
mitted that she had sold the
child to someone in Pani-
pat, Haryana. However, the
police could not trace the
child there.

The baby was traced to a
lawyer’s house in Jahangir-
puri on Tuesday. The lawyer
allegedly said he had bought
the child from a man named
Mahesh and a woman
named Meenakshi from Pa-

nipat.
»

the Delhi Congress president
and all the vice-presidents.

The list of permanent invi-
tees to the Executive Com-
mittee included names of se-
nior leaders ].P. Agarwal,
Ajay Maken, Kapil Sibal, Ja-
nardan Dwivedi, Arvinder
Singh Lovely, Subhash Cho-
pra. Jagdish Tytler, whose
name figured in connection
with the anti-Sikh riots in
1984, was also made a per-
manent invitee to the Execu-
tive Committee.

BJP hits out
at Govt. over
finance panel

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Delhi Assembly
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri on
Thursday accused the Delhi
Government of ignoring
constitutional obligations
by delaying formation of
the Fifth Finance Commis-
sion by a year.

The Finance Commis-
sion recommends on allo-
cation of tax revenues by
the Delhi Government to
the municipal corpora-
tions. Mr. Bidhuri said ac-
cording to Article 243 (I) of
the Constitution, it is the
responsibility of the Delhi
Government to form a State
Finance Commission every
five years. The Fourth Fi-
nance Commission was
constituted in 2016 in Delhi.

A ND-NDE
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30-ft-high Ram temple
part of ‘Dilli ki Diwali’

Kejriwal to perform puja on the stage at Thyagaraj Stadium

NIKHIL M BABU
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Government has
started building a replica of
Ram Mandir — the one under
construction in Ayodhya — at
the Thyagaraj Stadium Com-
plex as part of its ‘Dilli ki Di-
wali’ celebrations.

The 30-foot-high and 80-
foot-wide replica is part of
the stage where the Deepava-
li puja will be performed by
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on November 4, the day
of the festival, an official
source told The Hindu.

The total height of the
stage, including the lights,
will be around 60 feet.

“The construction work is
being done as per the direc-
tions from the Deputy Chief
Minister’s (Manish Sisodia)
office. An event management
company was selected and a
work order has been issued,”
the source said.

There have been several
references to Lord Ram by
Mr. Kejriwal since the Aam
Aadmi Party came back to
power in Delhi last year.

In March this year, the
Chief Minister had said in the
Delhi Assembly that he was
trying to establish the model
of “Ram Rajya” in the city.
“All of us worship Lord
Ram... He was the king of
Ayodhya. During his rule, pe-
ople were content as they
had access to all basic facili-
ties. This was called the ‘Ram
Rajya’... We have been con-
stantly striving to establish
this model in Delhi for the
last six years,” he had said.

Eye on U.P. election

AAP will contest the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly election,
which is due early next year,
and several senior party lead-
ers, including Mr. Kejriwal,

At work: Construction of the
replica of Ram Mandir under

way at the Thyagaraj Stadium;

(right) a model of the

temple. =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

have visited Ayodhya in the
last two months.

On Wednesday, the Delhi
Cabinet also took a decision
to add Ayodhya to the list of
pilgrimage sites.

The Dilli ki Diwali’ pro-
gramme was started in 2019
when the city Government
organised a four-day cultural
event, including laser shows,
at Central Park, Connaught
Place. The event was organ-
ised with the aim to encour-
age people to not burst crack-
ers and attend the event
instead in the evenings.

In 2020, a “grand puja”
was performed by the Chief
Minister, the Deputy Chief
Minister and other AAP lead-
ers at Akshardham Temple
on November 14, the day of
Deepavali, and it was telecast
live on TV channels.

This year, the Government
is preparing to organise a live
telecast of Deepavali celebra-
tions at Thyagaraj Stadium.
Advertisements for the
event, in which Mr. Kejriwal
invites citizens to join him re-

motely from their homes,
have been playing out on va-
rious media, including radio
and TV news channels.

Preparations under way
On Thursday afternoon,
workers were busy at Thyag-
araj Stadium, making a frame
of metal pipes.

“The Ram Mandir will be
part of the stage. It will be
built on a metal frame and
will have plywood over it.
The exterior of the temple
will be made of thermocol,” a
worker said. Work on the
temple replica began on
Tuesday and is expected to
be completed by Sunday.

One of the football goal-
posts at the ground has been
removed, officials said.

HC seeks status report on Jamia
violence cases from Delhi Police

Matter posted for further hearing on December 23

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Thursday asked Delhi Police
to submit the latest position
of cases relating to incidents
of violence on the Jamia Mil-
lia Islamia (JMI) campus in
December 2019 during the
student protests against the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act.

A Bench of Chief Justice
D.N. Patel and Justice Jyoti
Singh said the police should
inform it about the status of
cases that were going on in
the trial court, including the
number of chargesheets
filed, charges framed, trial
commenced, and the num-

ber of witnesses examined.
As the counsel for Delhi
Police sought time to gather

the information, the HC
posted the case for further
hearing on December 23.
The HC was hearing a
batch of petitions, moved by
lawyers, students of JMI, and
residents of Okhla in south

City’s air quality likely
to be ‘very poor today

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The air quality in the city
deteriorated to the higher
end of the “poor” category
on Thursday and is expect-
ed to worsen to the “very
poor” level on Friday, offi-
cial data showed. The effect
of stubble burning has in-
creased and is likely to
further go up.

“As predicted by SAFAR,
the AQI is now forecasted to
degrade to the very poor ca-
tegory by tomorrow (Satur-
day) and likely to remain so
till the next day,” govern-
ment-run monitoring agen-
cy SAFAR (System of Air
Quality and Weather Fore-
casting and Research) said
in a statement.

On Thursday, the contri-
bution of stubble burning in
neighbouring States to
PM2.5, a chief pollutant, in
Delhi increased to 19% and

the number of active fire
counts in the region was
502.

The air quality index
(AQI) of Delhi was 268 on
Thursday, up from 232 on
Wednesday, as per the Cen-
tral  Pollution  Control
Board’s 4 p.m. bulletin,
which is an average of the
last 24 hours and consi-
dered the day’s AQI.

Chatbot

The Delhi Government has
launched ‘Paryavaran
Saathi Chatbot’ to connect
with the youth in the fight
against air pollution, Envi-
ronment Minister Gopal Rai
said.

The chatbot is an initia-
tive with the UNICEF’s Yu-
Waah with over 10 lakh
youths already connected,
of whom 50,000 are from
Delhi, according to the go-
vernment.

Delhi, seeking setting up of a
judicial commission to look
into the Jamia violence and
registration of FIRs against
the erring police officers.

Delhi Police had earlier
defended its decision to en-
ter the campus of the univer-
sity during the violence that
occurred in December, say-
ing it was done to control the
“aggravated form of unlaw-
ful assembly”.

The petitioners had said
that there was a need for an
SIT that was independent of
the police and the Centre,
which by their conduct had
shown that their investiga-
tion into the violence was
“not independent”.

CEO meets Education
Department officials

NEW DELHI

The Chief Electoral Officer of
Delhi, Ranbir Singh, on
Thursday interacted with
officials from the Department
of Education to seek their
cooperation in creating
awareness of the special
summary revision - 2022.

‘Phones of riots accused
have private content’

Delhi court raises concerns over privacy

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Thursday
raised concerns over the pri-
vacy of several accused in
the Delhi riots larger conspi-
racy case after noting that
the phones of some of them
had “obscene material”,
which if provided to the co-
accused would have an im-
pact on their personal lives.

Additional Sessions Judge
Amitabh Rawat was hearing
an application filed by the
counsels of some of the ac-
cused under Section 207 of
the Code of Criminal Proce-
dure (Cr.PC), which sought
supply of evidence and all
material relied upon by the
prosecution in the case in
which former JNU student
Umar Khalid is among the 18
accused.

Special Public Prosecutor
Amit Prasad said that perso-
nal data contained in the
mobile phones of the ac-
cused cannot be supplied to
others in view of privacy
concerns.

For this purpose, he also
showed to the court two

sealed envelopes which con-
tained photographs taken
from the mobile phones.
“These photographs contain
nude pictures, private inti-
mate moments, and other
self-made porn videos by ac-
cused,” ASJ Rawat said in the
order.

SPP Prasad further said
that in view of this, the same
cannot be provided to
anyone else.

“It appears that there is a
question of right to privacy
of the accused and supply of
any such data, as asked for,
will have an impact on per-
sonal lives of accused and
thus, supplying of any pho-
tographs or video as con-
tained in the mobile phones
of accused to any other ac-
cused or even to the coun-
sels of the accused would not
be possible,” the order said.

In response, the counsels
of the accused said that it
was a case of conspiracy for
which they would require
the contents of mobile
phones of other accused
who are stated to be related
to each other.
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EOIl on Setting up

Cycle Manufacturing Plants
in West Bengal

the state.
Highlights:

parks.

+  Financial Incentives:

> Waiver of land conversion fees.

** Non-financial Incentives

Important information date and time schedule:

Govt of West Bengal has distributed over 1 crore bicycles free of
cost to students of class IX to Xll studying in government run and
government aided schools and madrashas.

State offers a purchase preference plan of 50% of committed
buying of cycles from the manufacturers setting up unit in

% Ready to allot land with developed infrastructure for industries at industrial

» 100% exemption of Stamp duty and registration fees.

» Waiver of electricity duty on the electricity consumption for 5 years from
the date of commencement of commercial production, upper limit
being 20% of project cost.

» 24X7 uninterrupted water supply.
» Uninterrupted 24X7 power supply.

» Funding for skill training under ‘Utkarsh Bangla’Scheme.
>

Assistance regarding procurement of all applicable permits, including
environmental and forest clearances.

Sl. Particulars Date & Time

1 Publication of EOI 29-10-2021

2 Pre-Bid meeting 17-11-2021at 11:00 hrs.

3 Start date and time of submission of EOI 06-12-2021 10:00 hrs.

4 Last date and time of submission of EOI 13-12-2021 up to 15:30 hrs.

Intending Manufactures may download the Information Memorandum document
from the website https://wbtenders.gov.in. and https://www.wbidc.com/

WEST BENGAL INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED

‘PROTITI' 23, Abanindranath Thakur Sarani, Kolkata - 700 017

ICA-1554(3)/2021
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This Festive Season Gift Pure Health
& Happiness To Your Loved Ones
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RO PURIFIERS

Multi-stage RO purification technology gives 100% pure
drinking water while retaining essential minerals

UV & UF purification removes harmful bacteria,
viruses to make drinking water pure

KITCHEN APPLIANCES

KITCHEN APPLIANCES ALKALINE PITCHER
A smart new range to Makes your drinking
."ir cook healthy, cook tasty & cook easy water alkaline
HOME APPLIANCES

\ Em
VACUUM &

CLEANERS
Live pure & keep <y =

your homes =
dust-free -

AIR PURIFIERS
HEPA+UV

Reduces PM2.5 and
viruses in the air

For Demo, Call9582-123-456 | Website: www.kent.co.in | For Service, Cal[92-789-12345

+Panipat: Aakash Electronics *Sonipat: Balaji RO Water Solution Rewari: Pooja Automobiles *Agra: S.B.Water Solution; Aarna Watertech Solution's; S.R.K. Enterprises
+Aligarh: P.M Electronics; Raghav Enterprises; Kohinoor Electronics *Bareilly: Narayan Enterprises; Murli Gallery; Gala Agencies; SS Enterprises; Sant Agencies; Garg
Crockery Stores *Jhansi: New Arora Enterprises; Lalit Radio & Electricals; Soni Agency *Mathura: Mohit RO Services; Gaytri Enterprises; Haji Islam & Sons; Shiv Light
House & Brother *Meerut: Singh Sales Corporation; Satyam Distributor *Kotdwar: Shankuntala Enterprises *Moradabad: Jai Engineering & Electronic; Aar Kay Sons;
Supreme Enterprises *Hapur: Sarveshwari Enterprises *Saharanpur: Luxmi Sons +Varanasi: Applied Refrigeration; Modern Sales & Services; Kashika Enterprises; Top
In Town; A P Enterprises; Jai Mata Di; K R Associates *Belthara: Madheshia Electronics *Dehradun: Lotus Enterprises; Goyal Associates; Wamika Enterprises
*Rudrapur: Prime Enterprises *Haldwani: Friends Electricals; Naini Engineering *Muzaffarnagar: V N Traders *Bulandshahar: Nakul Electricals; Laxmi Trading
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Temple visits key part of CM Mamata Banerjee’s Goa visit

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA

Temple visits are going to be
crucial part of West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee’s itenerary as she ar-

rived for a three-day tour of
Goa on Thursday.

The Trinamool Congress
chairperson is scheduled to
visit three temples on Friday.
After an interactive session

with members of the fisher-
men community, Ms. Baner-
jee will visit the Mangueshi
Temple, followed by the Shri
Mahalsa Narayani Temple
and Tapobhoomi Temple.

The visit to three temples
in a day assumes significance
as the TMC chairperson is
trying to extend her party’s
footprint in the western
State.

However, Ms. Banerjee has
always visited religious plac-
es as a part of her political
campaigns.

During the West Bengal
Assembly polls earlier this

year, when she contested
from Nandigram and later
during the Bhabanipur by-
polls, she visited temples on
a daily basis during her cam-

paign.
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@© DR. RAMASWAMY IAS ACADEMY

Online / Offline Classes
Pioneer
in ESSAY

ESSAY 5

(Essay paper makes huge difference in Mains Score)

By DR. RAMASWAMY Hon'ble }CI’LcJ:S RCajAr)lanceIIor
Starts: 29" Oct. (Fri) | sharp 6:00pm

SOCIOLOGY kla At

By DR. RAMASWAMY (Sociology by a Sociologist) WA ML ELLIY

©9350933144, 9958589406
4-A/17, 3" Floor, Old Rajendra Nagar Main Market, New Delhi-60
Online/Offline Admission@) www.ramaswamyiasacademy.org
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77 AMBITION

LAW INSTITUTE

“Law is nothing
but common Sense

and logicy,

Headmaster

Alok Kr. Ranjan

This time Law Played a big role
in IAS Pre. Exam & will have
arole in mains GS Exam as well

IAS LAW (Online)

Foundation» 30 oct.

: JAS/PCS

= PRELIMS  MAINS * PRELIMS CUM MAINS —
2 New ONLINE/OFFLINE Batches

in English/Hindi Medium
Starts from
GEN. STUDIES (for Prelims/Mains), CSAT & ESSAY
HISTORY | GEOGRAPHY | SOCIOLOGY
POLITICAL SCIENCE \ PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

SANSKRIT "LITERATURE" | HINDI “LITERATURE"

By Most Renowned & Competent Facilities
under the Leadership & Direction of

Mr Anuj Agarwal & Niraj Kushwaha
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12th Nov. 2021 & 26th Nov. 2021 JUDICIARY FOUNDATION
SUBJECTS AVAILABLE
23 Nov., 21105 Jan,, 22

13

20

| English /&= Study

L edium EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY | Study !
Hostel Facility A Legacy of 25 Years Test Series |
[[1]1] 44 SELECTIONS IN IAS 2020 [[[[]]

H.0.: 301/A,37,38,39, Ansal Building, Behind Safal Dairy, Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi-9
# 98911864395, 9811069629, 9015912244, 01121654588

Website : www.careerplusonline.com / www.careerplusgroup.com

VA VIJETHA IAS ACADEMY

WWW.VIJETHAIASACADEMY.COM - Strive for continuous improvement

ANTHROPOLOGY

v Anthropology Classes Offline / Online
v Anthropology Crash Course Online 2021 MAINS
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Weekend (Online)

Test Series » 16 Nov.

8800662140
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CLA
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8800660301
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Buy Ambition Bare Acts & Books Online
ittps://ambitionlawinstitute.com/publication/
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B-10, 1st Floor, Above Maharashtra Bank, L T ST
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A Unit of Pawan Education

Divakar Academy
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GUIDANCE IAS
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1. TELE-CALLER
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Plus
Target Based
Incentive

2. Senior
Counselor
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of UPSC
Coaching
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Send Resume:
guidanceias5@gmail.com
O9O718793363
95402266838
IMMEDIATE
JOINING

EVALUATORS

Required Qualification
Post Graduation in Political Science
& IR/Excellent record in UPSC CSE
with PSIR Optional / NET-JRF
Qualified

Designation

NS S A

MULTIPLE POSTS

Required Qualification

psirmentor@shubhraranjan.com

www.shubhraranjan.com

LEGAL NOTICE

BANARAS LOCOMOTIVE WORKS, VARANASI-221004

Bid No. E-34/2021-22 E-TENDERS Date: 25.10.2021
E-/E-RATenders are invited for & on behalf of the President of India
following items only E-offers will be accepted for which vendors
must have Class Il Digital Signature and registration on IREPS.
The details of tenders in the Following sequence- S. No.- Tender
No.(Due Date) Desc. and Qty. (1) 06211171, (17.11.2021),
TRACTION MOTORS FOR WDG3A LOCOMOTIVES WITH
PINION ONLY GEAR RATIO 18:74,RDSO SPEC. NO. MP.O.
2402.13 (REV.03) MARCH 2013 THIS IS A SAFETY ITEM, to PL
No. 12080354 Qty. 8 Nos. (2) 06211755, (18.11.2021),
MICROPROCESSOR BASED ELECTRONIC SPEED
INDICATING , RECORDING SYSTEM and 01 (ONE)
EVALUATION SOFTWARE FOR EVERY 10 (TEN) SETS OF SPM
(WITHOUT MEMORY CARD READER UNIT &
COMMUNICATION CABLE FOR MASTER TO SLAVE) FOR
WAG-9/WAP-7 & WAP-5 TYPE 3-PHASE LOCOMOTIVES.
CAT.NO.N/4/0087 C & D No0.T022/195 as per Drg.No. Nil RDSO
spec: ELRS/SPEC/ SPM/ 0002 (Rev.4) Issued on 17.07.2018 to PL
No. 29200040 Qty.289 Sets. (3) 06211795, (25.11.2021), SET OF
CABLE TRAY WITH SLIDING NUTS AND HARDWARES FOR
WAG-9 LOCO as per Drg. No. 29612950 Alt. Nil spec:
CLW/ES/03/0132/0 to PL No. 29612950 Qty.164 Sets
(4) 06211847, (17.11.2021), Battery (Ni-Cd) CAT.NO. P/0/0008 C
& D No.T017/001, Specification No. CLW/ES/3/0030/D to PL No.
29680025 Qty.262 Sets. (5) 06211746, (18.11.2021), CAB
HEATER/VENTILATION ASSLY CAT.NO.P/0/0136 C & D
No/Stock No. T022/007 spec: CLW/ES/3/0109 ALT.- F to PL No.
29170011 Qty.552 Sets (6) 06211209, (22.11.2021), SET OF BUS
BAR (WITHOUT PANEL SECTION ) As per BLW Drg.No.
29618370 Alt. b, Spec: CLW/ES/03/0118 Alt. M AND
CLW/ES/03/0412 Alt. G to PL No. 29618370 Qty.214 Sets
(7)06211748, (17.11.2021), Complete Auxiliary Cubicle HB1 along
with all equipments and cabling for WAG9 loco as per CLW Spec.
No. CLW/ES/3/0191, Alt.F (Bare panel shall be as per drawing
no.1209-15.143-001 Alt.11 & Spec.No. CLW/MS/3/047 Alt.12) to
PL No. 29171180 Qty. 293 Sets (8) 06211749, (17.11.2021),
Complete Auxiliary Cubicle HB2 along with all equipments and
cabling for WAG9 loco as per CLW Spec. No. CLW/ES/3/0192,
Alt.G (Bare panel shall be as per drawing no.1209-15.143-002
Alt.13 & Spec.No. CLW/MS/3/047 Alt.12) to PL No. 29171192
Qty.258 Sets (9) 06211866, (19.11.2021), Pantograph mounting
insulator CAT.NO.P/0/0141a C & D No.T016/548 as per
Specn. CLW Spec. No.CLW/ES/AC/I-1/J, CLW/ES/SK-4/AC/I-1/J
to PL No. 29810127 Qty.2237 Nos. (10) 06211078, (18.11.2021),
Complete Control cubicle SB2 along with all equipments
and cabling (Excluding Control Electronics) with CE
Reset modification, Cat no.P/1/0211, C & D No. T024/039, CLW
Spec.No. CLW/ES/3/0195, Alt.J or Latest & RDSO MS no.
RDS0/2018/EL/MS/0475 Rev.O to PL No. 29171210 Qty. 246 Sets
(11) 06211760, (18.11.2021), Complete Filter Cubicle along
with all equipments and cabling, CAT.NO. P/0/ 0212, C & D
No.T021/000, CLW Spec. No.CLW/ES/3/0193 Rev.G or Latest for
WAP7/WAG9 Loco to PL No. 29480140 Qty.319 Sets
(12.) 06211077, (18.11.2021), Complete Control Cubicles SB1
along with all equipments and cabling (Excluding control
electronics) with CE Reset modification, Cat No. P/0/0211, C & D
No. T024/000, CLW Spec. CLW/ES/ 3/0194, Alt.| or Latest & RDSO
MS no. RDSO /2018/EL/MS/0475 Rev.O to PL No. 29171209
Qty.297 Sets (13) 06211769, (22.11.2021), HIGH VOLTAGE
CABLE WITH PLUG Spec.: CLW/ES/3/0251 (REV.1 DECEMBER
06) to PL No. 29600406 Qty. 243 Sets (14) 06211210,
(22.11.2021), DRIVER AND ASSISTANT DESK ILLUMINATION
Spec. CLW/ES/3/0042 Alt. D to PL No. 29170023 Qty.1062 Nos.
(15) 06211208, (25.11.2021), EARTH RETURN BRUSH WITH
BRUSH HOLDER ASSEMBLY specn: CLW Spec.No.
CLW/ES/3/0017/D to PL No. 29620016 Qty.1092 Nos.
(16) 06211156B, (12.11.2021), SOCKET 0.062 (REFERENCE
CHART NO.40027880 ALT. Ed) as per Drg.No. 9555811 ALT C
spec: STR NO. DEL/EL/STR/005 REV. 2.0 to PL No. 18350306
Qty.277 Nos. (17) 06211196, (25.11.2021), Head Light Dual
Housing with Lamp for 3-Phase Electric Locomotive ( 5% spare
Head Light Lamp of total gty.of head light lamp used in ordered qty )
as per Drg No. DRG - NIL specn: For head Light Dual housing CLW
Spec. No-CLW/ES/3/0114/A and for Head Light Lamp CLW
Spec.No.CLW/ES/3/0655 to PL No. 29610953 Qty.522 Sets.
(18) 04210103 (11.11.2021), Sand Box Assly. P.L.No. 29070259,
250 Sets. (19) 04211093 (22.11.2021), Oil Pump Bracket Fixing
P.L. No. 29530106, 496 Nos. (20) 09211027, (24.11.2021),
ROTARY SWITCH CAB HEATER/FAN, to PL No. 29700012, 613
Nos. (21) 09191121D, (24.11.2021), NON FAN TAP GRID, to
PL No. 18250038, 26 Nos. The details of above Tenders are
available on website www.blw.indianrailways.gov.in. and
www.ireps. gov.in.
P.R./BLW/S-39

Senior Material Manager/HQ
BLW/Varanasi

BCERS sc :—blw.indianrailways.gov.in"

f¥ /blwvaranasi
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HC warns of
action against
U.P. Police

It made ‘uninformed’ arrests in Delhi

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Thursday warned that it will
take action against Uttar Pra-
desh Police for arresting and
taking away two persons —
the brother and father of a
boy who got married to a girl
against her family’s wishes —
from the Capital without in-
forming Delhi Police.

Justice Mukta Gupta said
that such illegal acts are not
permissible and will not be
tolerated here. “I will call for
CCTV. I will direct depart-
mental enquiry if I see U.P.
Police arresting from Delhi. I
want all CCTV footage and
vehicle number. If I see U.P.
Police entering, I will take
action. We will not permit
this. You can’t do illegal acts

here,” Justice Gupta
cautioned.
The High Court remarked

that U.P. Police personnel,
who came to the Capital and
took away the father and son
without intimating Delhi
police, “violated the law at
every step” which “won’t be
tolerated in Delhi”.

The SHO of Police Station
Shamli in U.P., who was pre-
sent in the court, said they

were not aware if the girl was
a major or a minor as her
mother had not shown them
any document to ascertain
the age. He also claimed that
the arrest was made from
Kudhara Bus Stand, District
Shamli in U.P.

‘Age in FIR’

The court, however, pointed
out that the FIR itself clari-
fies that the girl was 21-years-
old. “They can file a case
against you [U.P. Police] for
illegal custody. The FIR says
she was 21 years of age but
you arrest the brother and
father without ascertaining
her stand. If you close your
eyes and brains while work-
ing, nothing can be done.
There is no solution if you
and your IO [investigating of-
ficer] can’t read,” the judge
remarked.

Three held guilty of
gang rape of Rewari girl

Five of the accused acquitted

ASHOK KUMAR
GURUGRAM

Three persons, including
an Army constable, were
held guilty by a trial court
in Narnaul on Thursday on
charges of gang-rape of a
teenage girl three years
ago. Five of the accused in
the case were acquitted.

Pronouncing the verdict,
Mona Singh, Additional Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge,
Special Court for Crime
Against Women, held the
prime accused in the case —
Pankaj, Manish and Nishu —
guilty on charges of gang-
rape, causing hurt by
means of poison, and
abduction.

The five other accused in
the case — Deendayal, Su-
mit, Naveen, Abhishek and

Mohit — were acquitted.
Deendayal, the owner of
the tubewell room where
the crime was committed,
was accused of concealing
design to commit offence,
and criminal conspiracy.
Sumit was also charged

with concealing design to -

commit offence, and Na-
veen was arrested on charg-
es of intentional omission
to give information of an of-
fence.

Abhishek and Mohit
were charged with har-
bouring the offender.

Prosecution counsel Ka-
ran Singh Yadav, appointed
at the behest of District Le-
gal Services Authority, said
the court had fixed October
29 for the quantum of
sentence.

JAL SHAKTI DEPARTMENT, JAMMU

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI (PHE) CITY DIVISION NO-1, JAMMU

Fax) E-Mail:- xenphecity1

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
E-NIT NO.JS/PHECD-I/_670f 10/2021

mail.com

For and on behalf of Lieutenant Governor of J&K Union Territory, (Item Rate Based) E-Tenders are invited by the
Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) City Division No-1, Jammu, from approved and reputed/registered firms having
sufficient experience in execution of similar nature of works under two cover system, Cover 1 consisting of technical
bid and cover 2 consisting of financial bid for the following works:-
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EVERHEARDIGE GNONATOPOEIAT

installation and commissioning( |Station, Barapetta, - bearing Survey No. 11213 (Now S. |[Name of work Cost of Tender [Cost of Docu-[Bid securing Declara- [Class of ~[Time of
of 150 TR SS Ammonia| | Assam’ is extended up to www.divakaracademy.com 112/34) measuring 3 m &1 cents No. (Rs. In Lacs) 'f‘ﬂe"tl/ tiﬂdef tion as zef ‘?r:?\fl?{'ma Bidder t(;omple—
Evaporative Condenser for| |45th November 2021 (3| ELERCITETYACLEIVETTINN |situated in Urulaikudi Village,| | |[T 2 3 e 3 7
RefngeratlozSeCt:ion atPONLAIT | | pM), Bidders may log on to Tulicorin District, Tamil Nadu and the| | | [T [Shifting / laying of Rising mains|Rs 5000.00 Proforma Attached | A & Above |60 Days
www.pudutenders.gov.in - case is posted for the ce of / Distribution System coming|2,40,71,454.00 with NIT AClass
(e-Tender id: 2021_COOP_ 8633 _1) hztpi:-f‘;?;:r:;ﬂ;;;gafs. READ the 2nd Defendant on 18.11.2021 at in  the alignfment |2(f: (;ani
Last Date for Submission: gov. ' 10,00 AM. The case will be decided ;r:gggreamg:;vxm ow
24.11.2021 before 0400 PM. | | (oo 5‘11’; i SPORTSTAR as expans if the defendant fails to| | | soed DT
Contact : 0413-2271607, ) Assa::tiv::tcckcen appear in this Court. Date of publishing 21/10/2021 (1700) Hrs
9942994112 b | tAg (By Ordesr of the Courf) Bid documents can be seen and downloaded from the website www.jktenders.gov.in from 21/10/2021 (1700Hrs)
e-mail id: ponlaitmd@gmail.com evelopment Agency, EVERY M. Siva, MA, BL, MSNo. 74112010,| | | onwards. A A A
{ A Kad Covivall www.jktenders.gov.in
e-procurement cell; 0413-2220225 GS Road. Iflhanapara. FORTNIGHT , A, Road, ;I;h;o‘l;n'j'lsrss)rjall be uploaded on the website from 21/10/2021 (1700 Hrs) to 01/11/2021 upto
MANAGING DIRECTOR Guwahati-781022 Thoothukudi Dt Tamdnadu. Cal: 98420 - 80769 sd-

Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti (PHE) City Division No-1

DIP/J-8443/21

Jammu

Chief

No.IDCO/HO/P&A/A-10224/01/2021/V-1-18182

General Manager (P&A)

I1SO 9001 & 14001 Corporation

NOTIFICATION

Dr. Ganeswar Jena, OAS (SAG), idco @DISHA

NEW OPPORTUNITIES

Date : 27.10.2021

Last date of receipt of applications from the intending applicants for recruitment to the
posts of Assistant Manager (Admn./MSME) -14 no., Junior Manager (Civil/PH)- 23 no.
and Junior Manager (Electrical) - 8 no. in IDCO as per Odisha Industrial Infrastructure
Development Corporation (Method of Recruitment and Conditions of Service)
Regulations,2019 is hereby extended from 30.10.2021 to 09.11.2021 (11.59 P.M.). All
other terms and conditions as enumerated in the above advertisements, published in
News paper and IDCO web site remain un-altered. Details are available in IDCO
web site : www.idco.in .

IDCO reserves the right to cancel the advertisement without assigning any reason

thereof.

CAD-1619:

By order
sd/- Chief General Manager

(P&A)

OIPR-14003/11/0093/2122 ]

OBITUARY &
REMEMBRANCE

DEATH

R. (Raja) Ramakrishnan
(ex-Binny)
.30.4.1928 - 27.10.2021,
Atruly progressive man who was
well ahead of his times

Mourned by his wife Vasanta
and his children and their spouses,
Chandrasekar & Ambika and
Kamini & Vijay, and grandchildren
Aditi, Rohan and Vishwanath.

Email: binny.raja1928@gmail.com

In memory of your loved ones

To dedicate a space in this section,
Please contact:

011-43579797

from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. &
For Placing Advertisements
Online log on to

www.thehinduads.com
DONATE EYES-GIFT SIGHT

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES

SIXTH ANNIVERSARY

08.11.1528 29.10.2015
Dr. R. SRINIVASAN
Senior DMO (Retd), Southern Railway
Looing Renvenbranee from
S.Lalitha (wife),
S.Thiagarajan and family,
S.Narayanan and family,
Padma Vijay Srinivasan and family
Ph: 09490796475

For enquiries on
announcements in this
section, please contact our
office at the following number
between 10a.m. and 8p.m.
New Delhi : 011- 43579797
Rate for New Delhi:
(Minimum Rs. 320/- 2 Lines
Extra Line - Rs.160/-)
(B/W Display): Rs.60/Per Sq.cm
(Clr Display) : Rs.70/Per Sq.cm
Log on to
www.thehinduads.com
For Placing Advertisements

Online

NOTICE FOR REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

RFP No. MPSEDC/2021/2610

Bhopal, Dated : 28.10.2021

READ

"RFP FOR EMPANELMENT OF AGENCIES FOR PROVIDING
Sr. TECHNICAL RESOURCES TO MPSEDC"

MPSEDC invites proposals from suitable agencies for empanelment for
providing Sr. Technical resources as per the requirement of MPSEDC.
For detailed scope and other terms and condition, please refer the RFP
document available at https://mptenders.gov.in Interested Agencies
who qualify as per the criteria mentioned in the RFP document, may submit
their proposals online through the https:/mptenders.gov.in only latest
by 25 Nov. 2021 till 3.00 PM.

Any updated, corrigendum, addendum etc. shall be made available only
at MP Tenders portal.

M.P. Madhyam/102456/2021

»

Discover something
new today. !

FRONTLINE

EVERY FORTNIGHT
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answers on www.youngworldclub.com

PROJECT DIRECTOR

CcM

K » .ee

A ND-NDE



THE HINDU ceim 5
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2021

A4 Engmeermg Academy | g

_ Y
v.v_sopALCANEm;;C;AMURmv ‘\ Since 1995 ’ Leading Institute for ESE/GATE/ PSUs

M.Tech, MIE

www.aceenggacademy.com | www.ace.online

Hearty Congratulations To Our

GATE-2021 Top Rankers ESE-2020 Top Rankers e

e

- - . ¥ LK 'ar N
AIR - 1 (IN) AIR - 1 (EE) - AIR - 1 (PI) AIR - 17(XE) AIR - 1 (ME) AIR - 1 (EE) AIR - 1 (E&T) AIR - 1 (CE)

PRATIK PRAKASH AAKASH SUYASH GANESH KUMAR VARUN CHARUDATTA SHASHANK TAPAN GAURAV
SHINDE DHILL SHARMA ADIGAUR KAUSHIK SALUNKHE [c7:\V] 3 PRAKASH JHA KUMAR

CLASSROOM COACHING
. Weekend Batches: 16" Oct-2021, 22" Jan-2022 m
- Regular Batch: 21st Feb-2022 <

- College Goers Batches: 30" Oct-2021, 26" Nov-2021 : .

* Regular:  20% Jan-2022, 26" Feb-2022, 13" Mar-2022, 27" Mar-2022, — "-- ‘
11" Apr-2022, 25" Apr-2022, 08" May-2022, 22" May-2022,

11% Jun-2022 -
- Spark: 8" May-2022, 22" May-2022, 11 Jun-2022  QELMEEEAN Y * 10% OFF | 50% OFF |
- Summer Short-Term: 8t & 22" May-2022, 11t Jun-2022 . EeliEieBseeu | G ERakisudais

ACE ONLINE (DEEP-LEARN) Exclusive Online Live (Hindi+English)

PRE-RECORDED VIDEOS - College Goers Batch: 13" Nov-2021 vening Batch)

« GATE + PSUs (650+ Hours) (English) Exclusive Online Live (English)
» GATE + PSUs (650+ Hours) (Hinglish) - College Goers Batch: 13" Nov-2021 (or s Eve. Batch)

» ESE: General Studies (250+ Hours) -Regular: 18" Dec-2021, 20t Jan-2022,
« ESE + GATE + PSUs (1000+ Hours) 26" Feb-2022, 13" Mar-2022,

- SSC-JE : Technical (Civil) (400+ Hours) 27" Mar-2022, 11t Apr-2022,
- SSC-JE : GS (200+ Hours) 25" Apr-2022, 08" May-2022,
nd th
. APPSC | TSPSC-AEE: Technical (Civil) (500+ Hours) 22" May-2022, 11" Jun-2022
» APPSC / TSPSC-AEE/AE:GS (350+ Hours) RISCOUNTS
- GENCO / TRANSCO / DISCOMs: EEE (550+ Hours) 25% OFF for ACE old students | 20% OFF for [IT/NIT students
' 15% OFF for IlIT/Govt. College students
- APPSC-AE (Technical Paper-Il) 100+ Hours)

ORORONCRON (2 (@) (&) (&) (O

Experienced  Live Doubt Free Online ASK EMI option Experienced  Daily Doubt Replica of Structured Backup
Faculty Sessions Test Series an Expert Available Faculty Clearance Classroom Course Classes

| Contact Us
ESE | GATE | PSUs - 2023

Sc:holaéslr\lw?;i'(r)ell(sIfclf\lgilgineers 7838971777 (Cq" or WhCItSdpp)

(CEIME|EC|EE|CSI|IN|PI) o
delhi@aceenggacademy.com

E Exam Date:
ACE SCHOLARSHIP TEST ;|-4th NOV, 2021 B.O. @ Delhi: Plot No. 3, Kh.No. 264, Kohinoor Enclave, Westend Marg,
Time: 11 am - 12:30 pm 8 Five Sense Garden Road, Saidulajab, New Delhi-110030.
GET

WORTH 3 cR SCHOLARSHIPS RESIaEiCEeeIRNEIRRATESICH H.0. @ Hyderabad: # 4-1-1236/1/A, King Koti, Abids, Hyd - O1, TS.
www.aceenggacademy.com .
f Ph: 040-23234418/19/20, Email: support@eaceenggacademy.com
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SC grants bail to Kerala student

Thwaha Fasal was booked under UAPA for alleged Maoist links

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
FVVDELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday granted bail to jour-
nalism student Thwaha Fa-
sal, accused under the Un-
lawful Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA) of having Maoist
links.

Rastogi and A.S. Oka also re-
jected an appeal filed by the
National Investigation Agen-
cy challenging the bail grant-
ed to Alan Shuhaib, third-
year law student and Fasal’s
co-accused in the case.

The court said the youth
from Kerala were arrested in

court granted them bail, the
Kerala High Court cancelled
Fasal’s bail while not interfer-
ing with Shuhaib’s. The judg-
ment read out by Justice Oka
set aside the HC decision con-
cerning Fasal and restored
the order of the Special
Court, which had enlarged

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

Support for terror outfit
doesn't attract UAPA: SC

It clarifies on Sections 38 & 39 of Act

The Supreme Court on
Thursday held that “mere
association” with a terrorist
organisation as a member
or otherwise is not suffi-

—
ANUP DUTTA
BHOPAL
With a view to strengthen
their  parties’ position

among the tribal vote base,
Chief Ministers of the two

CMs Baghel, Soren go for
jugalbandi’ to woo tribals

Bid to strengthen their parties in the times of change

Vikas Morcha (Prajatantrik)
bagged one.

In the 2018 Assembly
polls in Chhattisgarh, tribals
showed a clear shift towards
the Congress. The seats

A Bench of Justices Ajay November last. While a trial  him on bail. cient to attract an offence
under the draconian Un-
lawful Activities (Preven-

LTI | on) Act of 1967,
E-TENDER NOTICE FOR Association or support

SEARCH FOR MISSI NG WOMEN VARIOUS ELECT. TRD WORKS for a terror outfit should be

General public is hereby informed that
one female namely Napisa W/o Haneef R/o
H. No. 36, House of Pappan, Pana Mamur
Pur, Narela, Delhi. Age 30 years, Height 5'2",
Complexion Fair, Round Face, Wearing White
Colour Suit-Salwar & Blue Colour Chappal in
feet has been missing since 20.09.2021 from
her house. Sincere efforts have been made
by local police to trace out this women, but no
clue has come to light so far. In this regard a DD No. 102-A dated
29.09.2021 has been lodged at PS Narela, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about this missing
women may kindly inform to the undersigned at the address or
telephone nos. given below.
Website: http://cbi.nic.in
Email: cic@cbi.gov.in

Fax: 011-23011334

Ph: 011-23014046, 23015218
DP/1367/0ON/2021

Napisa

SHO
PS Narela, Delhi
Ph. 011-27282350, 27280435

1. Tender Notice No.: TRD_NGP_
Tender_21-22_28 Dated: 08.10.2021
IRPSM ID: 13.02.36.21.3.51.004
Name of the Work: Provision of
critical implantation of 130 Nos. in
Durg-Nagpur section
Tender Value: T 1,32.44 977.72
Last Date for Submission of Elect-
ronic Offers (Online): 15.11.2021
up to 15:00 Hrs.
2. Tender Notice No.: TRD_NGP_
Tender_21-22 29 Dated: 25.10.2021
IRPSM ID: 13.02.36 21.3.51.005
Name of the Work: Replacement of
rusted Cantilewer Assembly in
Nagpur Division
Tender Value: T 1,58,75,496.00
Last Date for Submission of Elect-
ronic Offers (Online): 17.11.2021
up to 15:00 Hrs.
For further details regarding the
above Tenders, please visit our
websile: www.ireps.gov.in

Sr. Divisional Elect. Engineer (TRD)
& South East Central Railway - Nagpur

TS M AT

Office of the Executive Engineer

Drinking Water & Sanitation Division No-2, Dumka.

E-Tender reference no. - DWSD/ DUMKA-2/27/2021-22

e-Procurement Notice

Date- 28.10.2021

Implementation of Cluster wise Single Village Water Supply Schemes
under Jal Jeevan Mission for Cluster: -03(B) under D.W. & S. Division No.

accompanied with an in-
tention to commit acts to
further the activities of the
terrorist organisation, a
Bench of Justices Ajay Ras-
togi and Abhay S. Oka clari-
fied in a judgment which
may create significant rip-
ples about the State’s use of
powers to arrest and detain
young persons under the
terror law.

The court was dealing
with Sections 38 (member-
ship of a terrorist organisa-
tion) and 39 (supporting a

terrorist organisation) of
the UAPA. Both Sections at-
tract imprisonment up to
10 years or fine or both.

“Mere association with a
terrorist organisation is not
sufficient to attract Section
38 and mere support given
to a terrorist organisation is
not sufficient to attract Sec-
tion 39. The association
and the support have to be
with the intention of fur-
thering the activities of a
terrorist organisation,” Jus-
tice Oka, who authored the
judgment, drew the
distinction.

tribal-dominated States of
Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand
did a jugalbandi’ by playing
traditional musical instru-
ments at the National Tribal
Dance Festival in Raipur on

Thursday.
When Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren

started playing the thoddka,
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel joined him
with a traditional trumpet
turhi at a stall where several
musical instruments of indi-
genous communities were
on display, an official said.
Both Mr. Soren and Mr.
Baghel understand that tri-
bal electorate can play an
important role in govern-

Hemant Soren and Bhupesh
Baghel in Raipur on Thursday.
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

ment formation, local bo-
dies and in panchayat polls
in their respective States.

In the 2019 Assembly
elections, the Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha (JMM) and
the Congress-led alliance
swept the tribal belts in
Jharkhand. The alliance
bagged 25 of the 28 Sche-
duled Tribe seats.

The BJP won only two
seats and by the Jharkhand

with major ST population
contributed in a big way to
the Congress’ sweeping vic-
tory.

The party was led by the
then State chief Bhupesh
Baghel. It won 25 out of 29
ST reserved Assembly seats
while the BJP managed only
three and Ajit Jogi’s Janata
Chhattisgarh Congress (J)
got one.

Addressing the gathering
during the inaugural cere-
mony on the dance festival
on Thursday, Mr. Soren
praised the efforts of Chhat-
tisgarh Government in pre-
serving the culture of the in-
digenous communities of
the State.

Mullaperiyar row: Kerala objects to panels view

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Kerala Government has
objected in the Supreme
Court to the Supervisory
Committee’s view that the
Mullaperiyar dam will hold

ture held together by lime-
surkhi in a seismically active
zone amidst torrential blasts
of rains is vulnerable and
poses a catastrophic risk to
the lives and property of 30
lakh people across the State.

prediction of heavy rainfall
till October 31. It had asked
for a reduction in the dam’s
maximum level to 139.99
feet rather than the court-
approved 142 feet.

The Supervisory Commit-

ger or threat to the dam.
They have said the dam is
safe both seismically, struc-
turally and hydrologically.
But Kerala argued that a
flood routing exercise saw
the water level rising above

The note stated, “This
means that Mullaperiyar
dam may not be able to sus-
tain the water pressure for
such a duration, jeopardis-
ing the safety of the dam and
squarely undermining the

é E;?niggtgis\:vork 02, Dumka “On Turn Key Basis 75?;2%% 2021-22. at 142 feet of water level, say- The State, in a note filed tee and Tamil Nadu’s mem- 142 feet for more than 50 directions of Supreme Court
3 _|Eamest Money 708 Lakh ing the 126-year-old struc- inthe court, said there wasa Dber believe there is no dan-  hours. to limit the level at 142 feet”.
4 |Cost of BOQ 10,000.00

5 [Time of Completion 09 (Nine) Months

Date of publication of
[Tender on Web site
Date & Place of pre bid

(=)}

03.11.2021 / 02:00PM
09/11/2021/ 11:30 AM held on Office of the EIC, Drinking Water and

7 |meeting Sanitation Department, Jharkhand, Ranchi
8 [Last date /Time for receipt of 22/11/2021 / 5:00 PM
Bid
ILast date of submission of
[Earnest Money (Bank
9 |Guarantee/T.D. Pass 23/11/2021 / 02:00 PM
IBook/N.S.C) and cost of B.O.Q.
10 |Date of opening of Tender 23/11/2021/05:00 PM
Name & address of office Executive Engineer, Drinking Water & Sanitation Division No-2 Dumka,
11 finviting tender Jharkhand
[Name & address of Executive Engineer, Drinking Water & Sanitation Division No-2 Dumka,
12 |Opening officer Jharkhand
13 |Contact no of Procurement 7739802331
loffice
14 [Helpline no of e- procurement 7739802331

cell
Note :- As per BOQ Estimated Cost may be decrease or increase

Further details can be seen on website http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in
PR 255845 (Drinking Water and Sanitation) 21-22 (D)

(Anuj Kumar Mishra)
Executive Engineer
D.W. & S. Division No. 02, Dumka

Office of the Executive Engineer

Drinking Water & Sanitation Division No-2, Dumka.

e-Procurement Notice
E-Tender reference no. - DWSD/ DUMKA-2/21/2021-22 Date- 28.10.2021

H—3TeRg
ST dT

faery wderor
STRT T

Implementation of Cluster wise Single Village Water Supply
Schemes under Jal Jeevan Mission for Cluster: -01(B) under .
D.W. & S. Division No. 02, Dumka “On Turn Key Basis” for the ﬁiﬁF{— R ﬁH—OQ:OO '10—10:00110

"o fad—11:00 J0—12:00 3140

1 | Name of the Work year 2021-22. URf™e forRaad— e ﬁ:|'_1o:oo Jp—11:00 90 g fa9—12:00 3M0—01:00 370
2 | Estimated Cost 688.70 Lakh BIgTA— e ﬁ?—m :00 3M90—02:30 ST90

3 | Earnest Money 6.89 Lakh

4 | Cost of BOQ 10,000.00

5 | Time of Completion 09 (Nine) Months E—W

Date of publication of
Tender on Web site 03.11.2021 / 02:00PM

Date & Place of pre bid meeting 09/11/2021/ 11:30 AM held on Office of the EIC, Drinking
7 Water and Sanitation Department, Jharkhand, Ranchi
8 | Last date /Time for receipt of Bid 22/11/2021 / 5:00 PM

9 | Last date of submission of Earnest
Money (Bank Guarantee/T.D. Pass
Book/N.S.C) and cost of B.O.Q.

10 | Date of opening of Tender

Name & address of office inviting
11 | tender

(=}

TiF ¥ g3 AfeTa_ v aem sifre-ais,
IRAISH, e, faRy wdEor, g—faavol ey

el & 4fy waeh et o genrt

WM f&5—03:30 3190—05:30 3190
fai f&7—10:00 Jo—02:00 3790
fadh fes— f@7—03:30 3M90—05:00 3TU0

TR f&5—03:30 3M40—05:30 3790
fgdia f&s—10:00 Yo—02:00 3190
fedg fe— f&-7—03:30 3190—05:00 340

uaer & forw ur sifean:

23/11/2021 / 02:00 PM

23/11/2021/ 05:00 PM
Executive Engineer, Drinking Water & Sanitation Division
No-2 Dumka, Jharkhand

e

14 | cell
Note :- As per BOQ Estimated Cost may be decrease or increase
Further details can be seen on website http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in

(Anuj Kumar Mishra) Executive Engineer
D.W. & S. Division No. 02, Dumka

Name & address of Executive Engineer, Drinking Water & Sanitation Division 1 9 www.land.bihar.gov.in ¥ W & | ﬁa?ﬁ hHIN '&[*_5'
12 | Opening officer No-2 Dumka, Jharkhand . . > )
13 | Contact no of Procurement office 7739802331 2 TSl AN, U UV & AR UR U bl fdaRor | R T afa

Helpline no of e- procurement 7739802331 JORT Ud A GUR AT ‘

i PR No - 008083 (Revenue)D. 2021-22

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

SEARCH OF MISSING/KIDNAPPED

PR.NO.255835 Drinking Water and Sanitation(21-22):D

(AFFILIATED TO CBSE, NEW DELHI. AFFILIATION NO. 780001)
e website : www.sainikschoolnagrota.com, email: jmt.chinar@gmail com

A Residential School under Sainik Schools Society, MoD, Govt. of India

Applications are invited from suitable candidates for the following
posts. Age for Counselor should be between 21 and 40 yrs, TGT
(Hindi) and PEM/PTI-cum-Matron between 21 and 35 yrs, Band
Master between 21 and 50 yrs and Ward Boys between 18 and 50
yrsason 01 Nov21:-

@Smwm SCHOOL NAGROTA - JANMU [J&I(]

Jellor fordenesa
<A odl

TR RTSERT TR Hell—2021 (14—27 TawR
2021) WG #eH, 8 fieell & sIR@US #sU =g 10
Boys/Girls Guide &1 MMIeIHhdl 2| IREVS Iod B
il gzg® BT/ B S 2 el § WEHR U6TE FR
2 T4 USRI UGUC Bl | I I Mafy # SRS AUey H
3 aTet gefai / fafdre arfaforat &1 sRave & favg #
TFHRI & b T IRTTS & AT B AJ0Y ITPI
T BN | 39 8 9 37 37 Bieisl bl uReEd U=, hiel
b R frefeRad $9e IR AT qrarerer faAis o0s.
11.2021 & AT AHd & | TAMT Boys/Girls Guide BT
forT g1 fRaiRa A il #er srafy & o feaw &

Last date for receipt of application forms is 18 Nov 21. Full details
and application form are available on school website

Sdi/-

Post & Vacancy| Scale of Pay Essential Qualification

TGT (Hindi) x 01 Rs.30,000/- 1. Four years' integrated degree course

(SC) (Contractual | per month in Hindi from Regional College of

for a period of one | (Consofidated) | Education of NCERT with at lsast 50%

year) marks in aggregate OR A Bachelor's
degree in Hindi with Hindi as a subject
in all three years and at least 50% marks
in Hindi as well as in aggregate
2. BEd or equivalent from recognized
university or NCTE racognized instifution
3. Passed CTET / STET Paper Il

Band Master x 01 | Rs.25 000/ Potential Band MasterBand Major/Drum

(ST} (Contractual | per month Majar course at the AEC Training and

for a period of one | (Consofidated) | Centre, Pachmarhi or eql. NavallAir

year) Foroe Courses,

Counsalor x 01 Rs.25,000/- Graduate/Post Graduate in Psychalogy or

(SC} (Contractual | per month Posl Graduate in Child Development or

for 2 period of {Consolidated) | Graduale/Post Graduale with Diploma in

one year) Counseling, with at least 50% marks.

PEMPTI-cum- Rs.25 000/ Bachelor of Physical Education (B.PEd) -

Matron (Female) per manth 4 yrs Degree Course,

01(SC) (Consolidated) | OR

(Contractual for Three years Graduation + One year 3

a period of one B.P.Ed Diploma

year) OR
B.Sc Physical Education;Health Education
& Sports + One year B.P.Ed Diploma,

Ward Boys x 04 (02 | Rs, 18,000/~ Matriculation

« Gen and 02 x OBC)| per month

(Contractual for8 | (Consglidated)

period of one year)

Principal

cM

K »

YR R < BRI | AIEThR faids 12.11.2021 BT gaiew
11.00 a1 JIH RATNE AP, IRTTS Ha+, HGA
UETS, 9Nd fI8R, 7 el Rerd swratera 7 g9 |
e-mail- jhr-doi@nic.in Td rajendrap.103@gmail.com
qrArSIer Yus—
1. JATAEH / AT BT 1 Td gof g (et / Towio
31RO 3rafRerd) |
2. TUdT /> ST T A T4 U |
. SRHTY AT G4 $HA U |
4. IRGTS g Red U=AM™R & (MaRi™) uar gd
HETS e 70 |
5. AR / AR BT AT STal JeII=Re &7 |
6. fRreToT efera gHoT U |
7. 3w fawy # afe sifaRed SR <41 =g &, ar
SERlT I | frewe satT
PR 255787 Industries(21-22)#D IREvS, A

General public is hereby informed
that an unidentified male namely
Ram Niwas Age: About 62 years,
Height: 5'7", Face : Oval, Build:
Normal, Complexion: Shallow,
wearing khaki colour pant, has
been found illness on 10.10.2021.
He is admitted in Lady Harding
Medical College Hospital, New Delhi vide MLC No.
2021055065. Where he is under treatment. In this
regard DD No. 57-A dated 10.10.2021 has been
lodged at PS. Mandir Marg, New Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about the
deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned on
the following address or telephone nos.

SHO : P.S. Mandir Marg, New Delhi

DP/351/NDD/21 Ph.: 011-23364100, 23366730

General public is hereby informed that one lady
(depicted in the photo), Namely: Kanchan,
W/o: Gayan Chand, R/o: H.No. B-77, Camp
No.4, Jawala Puri, Delhi, Aged: 27 vyears, has
been missing/ kidnapped from the area of P.S. —
Paschim Vihar West, Delhi since 09.09.2021 in

this regard a case vides DD No. 02-A, Dated ‘f .
10.09.2021, has been lodged at P.S. Paschim LIIN%
Vihar West, Delhi. Her physical descriptionis ~ Kanchan
asunder:

Height: 5'5” Feet, Complexion: Fair, Face: Round, I/D Mark: Two
Black Mole on lip lower side, Clothing: Cream Suit-Salwar and
Hawai Chapple in feet.

Any person is having any information/clue about this
missing/kidnapped lady, may inform SHO, Paschim Vihar West, Delhi
i at E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.nic.in or website : http://cbi.nic.in Tele
No.:011-24368638 or 24368641 SHO

P.S. Paschim Vihar West, Delhi.

DP/1235/0D/21 Ph. 011-25268394,252809792

[©4 DELHI TRANSCO LIMITED

NOTICE INVITING (offline-Tendering)
Delhi Transco Ltd, a Government of NCT of Delhi Undertaking, invites
tender for Establishing/setting up of EV charging & battery swapping
stations at various Locations under Package-A to J across Delhi.
(Tender No.T20P111391)
In this regard, it is informed to all the prospective vendors/ bidders
that the tender document (uploaded vide tender no.T20P111391 on
05.02.2021) has been amended and a revised tender document includ-
ing the Pre-bid queries and clarification is being issued and published.
It is therefore requested that the vendor/bidders must go through
the revised/modified tender document only and participate/quote
accordingly.
LAST DATE AND TIME FOR:
(i) Receipt of tender: 17.11.2021 upto 1.00 pm
(ii) Opening of tender: 17.11.2021 at 3.00 pm
For downloading of tender documents and  further  details
please visit website Delhi Govt website https://govtprocurement.delhi.
gov.in Tender ID No. 2021_DTL_199434_1 DTL website www.dtl.gov.in
Unique No.DTL-8076-040221 PR/21-22/06

All corrigendum/Addendum/Amendments/Date of Extension/Clarifications,

if any, to the above e-tender would appear only on the above mentioned websites.
DIP/Shabdarth/0381/21-22

Jharkhand Communication Network Limited
(A SPV under DolIT& e-Gov., Govt. of Jharkhand)
Office : 3" Floor, Room No.: 1, Above Cafetaria,

Project Building, HEC Dhurwa, Ranchi-834004
CIN : U74999JH2017SGC009474
Contact : 0651-2245621/2446147

NOTICE
(Tender Ref: JCNL-04/2021)
It is to inform that the tender (Tender Ref.: JCNL-
04/2021) for “Leasing of Dark Fiber for 11 district of BharatNet
Phase-II, Jharkhand”, for tender ref. no. JCNL-04/2021 has been
cancelled due to unavoidable circumstances, and the same has also

been published on Govt. official site at Jharkhandtenders.gov.in
The advertisement PR No. is. 255107. sd/

CEO
Jharkhand Communication Network Ltd.
Ranchi, Jharkhand

PR 255849 Information Technology(21-22).D
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THIS IS APUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT A PROSPECTUS ANNOUNCEMENT AND DOES NOT CONSTITUTE AN INVITATION OR OFFER TO ACQUIRE,
PURCHASE OR SUBSCRIBE TO SECURITIES. NOT FOR RELEASE, PUBLICATION OR DISTRIBUTION DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY OUTSIDE INDIA.

NRAA

FSN E-COMMERCE VENTURES LIMITED

FSN E-Commerce Ventures Limited ("our Company") was originally incorporated as ‘FSN E-Commerce Ventures Private Limited’ under the provisions of Companies Act, 1956, at Mumbai, Maharashtra, pursuant to a certificate of incorporation dated April 24, 2012, issued by the Registrar of Companies, Maharashtra at Mumbai (“RoC”). Subsequently,
our Company was converted into a public limited company and the name of our Company was changed to ‘FSN E-Commerce Ventures Limited’ pursuant to a special resolution passed by the Shareholders of our Company on July 16, 2021 and a revised certificate of incorporation was issued by the RoC on July 28, 2021. For further details in relation to
change inname and Registered Office of our Company, see “History and Certain Corporate Matters”on page 230 of the Red Herring Prospectus dated October 20, 2021 (“RHP”).
Registered Office: 104, Vasan Udyog Bhavan, Sun Mill Compound, Tulsi Pipe Road, Lower Parel, Mumbai - 400 013, Maharashtra; Telephone: + (91) 22 6614 9616
Corporate Office: A2, 4" Floor, Cnergy IT Park, Appasaheb Marathe Marg, Opposite Tata Motors, Prabhadevi, Mumbai - 400 025, Maharashtra; Telephone: + (91) 22 3095 8700
Contact Person: Rajendra Punde, Head Legal, Company Secretary and Compliance Officer; E-mail: nykaacompanysecretary@nykaa.com; Website: www.nykaa.com; Corporate Identity Number: U52600MH2012PLC230136

OUR PROMOTERS: FALGUNI NAYAR, SANJAY NAYAR, FALGUNI NAYAR FAMILY TRUST AND SANJAY NAYAR FAMILY TRUST

INITIAL PUBLIC OFFERING OF UP TO [¢] EQUITY SHARES OF FACE VALUE OF % 1 EACH (“EQUITY SHARES”) OF FSN E~-COMMERCE VENTURES LIMITED (THE “COMPANY” OR THE “ISSUER”) FOR CASH AT A PRICE OF 3[e] PER EQUITY SHARE (INCLUDING A SHARE PREMIUM OF % [¢] PER EQUITY SHARE) (“OFFER

PRICE”) AGGREGATING UP TO Z [¢] MILLION (THE “OFFER”) COMPRISING A FRESH ISSUE OF UP TO [¢] EQUITY SHARES AGGREGATING UP TO % 6,300 MILLION (THE “FRESH ISSUE”) AND AN OFFER FOR SALE OF UP TO 41,972,660 EQUITY SHARES AGGREGATING UP TO Z [] MILLION BY THE SELLING SHAREHOLDERS

REFERRED TO IN ANNEXURE A OF THE RHP (THE “OFFER FOR SALE”). THE OFFER INCLUDES A RESERVATION OF UP TO 250,000 EQUITY SHARES (CONSTITUTING UP TO [e]% OF THE POST-OFFER PAID-UP EQUITY SHARE CAPITAL) FOR PURCHASE BY ELIGIBLE EMPLOYEES (THE “EMPLOYEE RESERVATION

PORTION”). THE OFFER LESS THE EMPLOYEE RESERVATION PORTION IS HEREINAFTER REFERRED TOAS THE “NET OFFER”. THE OFFER AND THE NET OFFER WOULD CONSTITUTE [#]% AND []%, RESPECTIVELY, OF OUR POST-OFFER PAID-UP EQUITY SHARE CAPITAL.

QIB Portion: NotLess Than75% of the Net Offer Retail Portion: Not More than 10% ofthe Net Offer Non-Institutional Portion: Not More than 15% of the Net Offer
Employee Reservation Portion : Up to 250,000 Equity Shares aggregating up to < [¢]

Price Band: X 1,085 to X 1,125 per Equity Share of face value of 1 each.
A discount of X 100 per Equity Share is being offered to Eligible Employees bidding in the Employee Reservation Portion.
The Floor Price is 1,085 times the face value of the Equity Shares and the Cap Price is 1,125 times the face value of the Equity Shares.
Bids can be made for a minimum of 12 Equity Shares and in multiples of 12 Equity Shares thereafter.

ASBA# | Simple, Safe, Smart way of Application!!!

UPI-Now available in ASBA for Retail Individual Investors (“Rlls”) applying through Registered Brokers, DPs and RTAs. Rlls also have the option to submit the application directly to the ASBA Bank (SCSBs) or to use the
‘ IFI' facility of linked online trading, demat and bank account.
UNIFIED PAYMENTS INTERFACE

Investors are required to ensure that the bank account used for bidding is linked to their PAN.

ASBAhas to be availed by all the investors except anchor investors. UPI may be availed by Retail Individual Bidders. For details on the ASBAand UPI process, please refer to the details given in ASBAform and abridged prospectus and also please refer to the section “Offer Procedure”on page 457 of the RHP. The process is also available on the website
of Association of Investment Bankers of India (“AIBI") and Stock Exchanges and in the General Information Document. ASBA bid-cum-application forms can be downloaded from the websites of BSE Limited (‘BSE”) and National Stock Exchange of India Limited (‘“NSE”, and together with BSE, the “Stock Exchanges”) and can be obtained from the list
of banks that is displayed on the website of Securities and Exchange Board of India ("SEBI") at www.sebi.gov.in. For the list of UPI apps and banks live on IPO, please refer to the link: www.sebi.gov.in. RIBs Bidding using the UPI mechanism may apply through the SCSBs and mobile applications whose names appear on the website of SEBI, as
updated from time to time. ICICI Bank Limited has been appointed as Sponsor Bank for the Offer, in accordance with the requirements of the SEBI Circular dated November 1, 2018 as amended. For offer related queries, please contact the Global Coordinators and Book Running Lead Managers ("GCBRLMs") and the Book Running Lead Managers
("BRLMs") on their respective email IDs as mentioned below. For UP| related queries, investors can contact NPCl at the toll free number: 18001201740 and mail Id: ipo.upi@npci.org.in.

# Applications supported by blocked amount (ASBA) is a better way of applying to issues by simply blocking the fund in the bank account, For further

| Mandatory in public issues. No cheque will be accepted.
details, check section on ASBA below.

Risks to Investors

* Weighted Average Return on Net Worth for Fiscals 2021, 2020, 2019 is 2.82 %.

* The Price/Earnings ratio based on diluted EPS on a restated consolidated basis for Fiscal 2021 for the Company at the upper end of the Price Band is as high as 839.55 times.

* Average cost of acquisition of Equity Shares held by the Selling Shareholders ranges from Nil per Equity Share to X 117.67 per Equity Share and Offer Price at upper end of the
Price Bandis ¥ 1,125.

* The 2 Global Co-ordinators and Book Running Lead Managers and 4 Book Running Lead Managers associated with the Offer have handled 52 public issues in the past
3years, out of which 17 issues closed below the offer price on the listing date.

BID/OFFER OPEN

BID/OFFER
PROGRAMME

BID/OFFER CLOSES ON : MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2021°

*UPI Mandate end time and date shall be at 12:00 pm on Tuesday, November 2, 2021.

In case of any revision to the Price Band, the Bid/Offer Period will be extended by at least three additional Working Days after such revision in the Price Band, subject to the
Bid/Offer Period not exceeding 10 Working Days. In cases of force majeure, banking strike or similar circumstances, our Company may, in consultation with the Lead Managers,
for reasons to be recorded in writing, extend the Bid / Offer Period for a minimum of three Working Days, subject to the Bid/ Offer Period not exceeding 10 Working Days. Any
revision in the Price Band and the revised Bid/Offer Period, if applicable, will be widely disseminated by notification to the Stock Exchanges, by issuing a public notice, and also
by indicating the change on the respective websites of the Lead Managers and at the terminals of the Syndicate Member(s) and by intimation to the Designated Intermediaries
and the Sponsor Bank, as applicable.

This is an Offer in terms of Rule 19(2)(b) of the Securities Contracts (Regulation) Rules, 1957, as amended (“SCRR”), read with Regulation 31 of the SEBI ICDR Regulations.
The Offeris being made through the Book Building Process in terms of Regulation 6(2) of the SEBI ICDR Regulations, wherein at least 75% of the Net Offer shall be available for
allocation on a proportionate basis to Qualified Institutional Buyers (“QIBs” and such portion, the “QIB Portion”), provided that our Company, in consultation with the Lead
Managers, may allocate up to 60% of the QIB Portion to Anchor Investors on a discretionary basis, out of which one-third shall be reserved for domestic Mutual Funds only,
subject to valid Bids being received from domestic Mutual Funds at or above the Anchor Investor Allocation Price, in accordance with the SEBI ICDR Regulations. In the event of
under-subscription, or non-allocation in the Anchor Investor Portion, the balance Equity Shares shall be added to the Net QIB Portion. Further, 5% of the Net QIB Portion shall be
available for allocation on a proportionate basis to Mutual Funds only, and the remainder of the Net QIB Portion shall be available for allocation on a proportionate basis to all
QIB Bidders (other than Anchor Investors), including Mutual Funds, subject to valid Bids being received at or above the Offer Price. However, if the aggregate demand from
Mutual Funds is less than 5% of the QIB Portion, the balance Equity Shares available for allocation in the Mutual Fund Portion will be added to the remaining Net QIB Portion for
proportionate allocation to QIBs. Further, not more than 15% of the Net Offer shall be available for allocation on a proportionate basis to Non-Institutional Bidders and not more
than 10% of the Net Offer shall be available for allocation to Retail Individual Bidders (“RIB”) in accordance with the SEBI ICDR Regulations, subject to valid Bids being
received at or above the Offer Price. Further, Equity Shares will be allocated on a proportionate basis to Eligible Employees applying under the Employee Reservation Portion,
subject to valid Bids received from them at or above the Offer Price. All Bidders (except Anchor Investors) are mandatorily required to utilise the Application Supported by
Blocked Amount (“ASBA”) process by providing details of their respective ASBA accounts and UPI ID in case of RIBs using the UPI Mechanism, as applicable, pursuant to
which their corresponding Bid Amount will be blocked by the Self Certified Syndicate Banks (“SCSBs”) or by the Sponsor Bank under the UPI Mechanism, as the case may be,
to the extent of the respective Bid Amounts. Anchor Investors are not permitted to participate in the Offer through the ASBA Process. For further details, see “Offer Procedure”on
page 457 of the RHP.

Bidders/ Applicants should ensure that DP ID, PAN, Client ID and UPI 1D (for RIBs bidding through the UPI mechanism) are correctly filled in the Bid cum Application
Form. The DP ID, PAN and Client ID provided in the Bid cum Application Form should match with the DP ID, PAN, Client ID available in the Depository database,
otherwise, the Bid cum Application Form is liable to be rejected. Bidders/ Applicants should ensure that the beneficiary account provided in the Bid cum
Application Form is active. Bidders/Applicants should note that on the basis of the PAN, DP ID, Client ID and UPI ID (for RIBs bidding through the UPI mechanism)
as provided in the Bid cum Application Form, the Bidder/Applicant may be deemed to have authorised the Depositories to provide to the Registrar to the Offer, any
requested Demographic Details of the Bidder/Applicant as available on the records of the depositories. These Demographic Details may be used, among other
things, for giving Allotment Advice or unblocking of ASBA Account or for other correspondence(s) related to the Offer. Bidders/Applicants are advised to update
any changes to their Demographic Details as available in the records of the Depository Participant to ensure accuracy of records. Any delay resulting from failure
to update the Demographic Details would be at the Bidders'/Applicants’ sole risk. Investors must ensure that their PAN is linked with Aadhaar and are in
compliance with CBDT notification dated Feb 13,2020 and press release dated June 25, 2021.

GLOBAL CO-ORDINATORS AND BOOK RUNNING LEAD MANAGERS

kotak’

Investment Banking

BofA SECURITIES %7

Morgan Stanley

citi

Contents of the Memorandum of Association of the Company as regards its objects: For information on the main objects of the Company, please see the section “History
and Certain Corporate Matters” on page 230 of the RHP and Clause Il (A) 1 of the Memorandum of Association of the Company. The Memorandum of Association of the
Company is a material document for inspection in relation to the Offer. For further details, please see the section entitled “Material Contracts and Documents for Inspection” on
page 568 of the RHP.

Liability of the members of the Company: Limited by shares

Amount of share capital of the Company and Capital structure: As on the date of the RHP, the authorised share capital of the Company is X 3,250,000,000 divided
into 2,750,000,000 Equity Shares of face value of ¥ 1 each and 500,000,000 Preference Shares of X 1 each. The issued, subscribed and paid-up share capital of the
Company is X 467,324,550 divided into 467,324,550 Equity Shares of face value of 1 each. For details, please see the section entitled “Capital Structure” beginning on
page 112 of the RHP.

Names of signatories to the Memorandum of Association of the Company and the number of Equity Shares subscribed by them: The names of the signatories of the
Memorandum of Association of our Company are Falguni Nayar, Om Prakash Nayar and Rashmi Mehta, where Falguni Nayar subscribed to 9,998 equity shares, and Om
Prakash Nayar and Rashmi Mehta subscribed to one equity share each, bearing face value of 10 each. For details of the share capital history and capital structure of our
Company, please see the section entitled "Capital Structure"beginning on page 112 of the RHP.

Listing: The Equity Shares, once offered through the RHP are proposed to be listed on the Stock Exchanges. Our Company has received ‘in-principle’ approvals from the BSE
and the NSE for the listing of the Equity Shares pursuant to letters dated August 30, 2021 and August 16, 2021, respectively. For the purposes of the Offer, the Designated Stock
Exchange shall be NSE. Asigned copy of the RHP has been filed with the RoC and the Prospectus shall be filed with the RoC in accordance with the Companies Act, 2013. For
further details of the material contracts and documents available for inspection from the date of the RHP until the Bid/ Offer Closing Date, see “Material Contracts and
Documents for Inspection”on page 568 of the RHP.

Disclaimer Clause of the SEBI: SEBI only gives its observations on the offer documents and this does not constitute approval of either the Offer or the specified securities or
the offer document. The investors are advised to refer to page 426 of the RHP for the full text of the disclaimer clause of SEBI.

Disclaimer Clause of NSE (Designated Stock Exchange) : Itis to be distinctly understood that the permission given by NSE should not in any way be deemed or construed
that the Offer Document has been cleared or approved by NSE nor does it certify the correctness or completeness of any of the contents of the Offer Document. The investors
are advised torefer to page 432 of the RHP for the full text of the disclaimer clause of NSE.

Disclaimer Clause of BSE : Itis to be distinctly understood that the permission given by BSE should not in any way be deemed or construed that the RHP has been cleared or
approved by BSE nor does it certify the correctness or completeness of any of the contents of the RHP. The investors are advised to refer to page 431 of the RHP for the full text
ofthe disclaimer clause of BSE.

General Risks: Investments in equity and equity-related securities involve a degree of risk and investors should not invest any funds in the Offer unless they can afford to take
the risk of losing their entire investment. Investors are advised to read the risk factors carefully before taking an investment decision in the Offer. For taking an investment
decision, investors must rely on their own examination of our Company and the Offer, including the risks involved. The Equity Shares in the Offer have not been recommended
orapproved by the SEBI, nor does SEBI guarantee the accuracy or adequacy of the contents of the Red Herring Prospectus. Specific attention of the investors is invited to “Risk
Factors”on page 44 of the RHP.

REGISTRAR TO THE OFFER

BOOK RUNNING LEAD MANAGERS

Y ICICI Securities

A FinanciaL LINK ntime

BofA Securities India Limited
Ground Floor, “A” Wing, One BKC,
“G” Block, Bandra Kurla Complex,
Bandra (East), Mumbai - 400 051
Telephone: +91 22 6632 8000
E-mail: dg.Nykaa_ipo@bofa.com
Website: www.ml-india.com
Investor Grievance ID:

Kotak Mahindra Capital
Company Limited

27 BKC, 1% Floor, Plot No. C - 27,
“G" Block, Bandra Kurla Complex,
Bandra (East), Mumbai - 400051,
Maharashtra, India.

Telephone: +91 22 4336 0000
Email: nykaa.ipo@kotak.com

Morgan Stanley India Company
Private Limited

18" Floor, Tower 2, One World Centre,
Plot -841, Jupiter Textile Mill Compound,
Senapati Bapat Marg,

Lower Parel, Mumbai - 400 013
Telphone: +91 22 6118 1000

Private Limited

Website:

Citigroup Global Markets India

1202, 12" Floor, First International Financial
Centre, G-Block, C54 & 55, Bandra Kurla
Complex, Bandra (East), Mumbai - 400 098
Telephone: +91 22 6175 9999

E-mail: nykaaipo@citi.com

JM Financial Limited*

7" Floor, Cnergy,

Appasaheb Marathe Marg, Prabhadevi,
Mumbai - 400 025

Telephone: +91 22 6630 3030

E-mail: nykaa.ipo@jmfl.com

Website: www.jmfl.com

Investor Grievance ID:

ICICI Securities Limited

ICICI Venture House,

Appasaheb Marathe Marg, Prabhadevi,
Mumbai - 400 025, Maharashtra
Telephone: + 91 22 6807 7100

Email: nykaa.ipo@icicisecurities.com
Website: www.icicisecurities.com
Investor Grievance ID:

Link Intime India Private Limited
C-101, 1* Floor, 247 Park,

Lal Bahadur Shastri Marg, Vikhroli (West),
Mumbai - 400 083, Maharashtra
Telephone: +91 22 4918 6200

E-mail: nykaa.ipo@linkintime.co.in
Website: www.linkintime.co.in

Website: http://investmentbank.kotak.com
Investor Grievance ID:
kmccredressal@kotak.com

E-mail: nykaaipo@morganstanley.com
Website: www.morganstanley.com
Investor Grievance ID:
investors_india@morganstanley.com

dg.india_merchantbanking@bofa.com
Contact Person: Samya Mittal
SEBI Registration No.: INM000011625

www.online.citibank.co.in/rhtm/citigroupglobal
screen1.htm

Investor Grievance E-mail:
investors.cgmib@citi.com

customercare@icicisecurities.com
Contact Person: Sumit Singh /
Shekher Asnani

grievance.ibd@jmfl.com
Contact person: Prachee Dhuri
SEBI registration number: INM000010361

Investor grievance e-mail:
nykaa.ipo@linkintime.co.in
Contact person:

Shanti Gopalkrishnan

Contact Person: Ganesh Rane
SEBI Registration No.: INM000008704

Contact Person: Siddharth Prabhu

SEBI Registration No.: INM000011179 istrati .l
SEBI Registration No.: INM000010718 9 SEBI Registration No.: INR000004058

Contact Person: Aditya Dixit
SEBI Registration No.: INM000011203

HEAD LEGAL, Rajendra Punde Investors can contact Our Company Secretary and Compliance officer or the Registrar to the Offer in case of any pre-Offer or post-Offer related problems such
COMPANY SECRETARY AND A2, 4" Floor, Cnergy IT Park, Appasaheb Marathe Marg, Opposite Tata Motors Prabhadevi, Mumbai - 400 025. Maharashtra, India. as non-receipt of letters of Allotment, non-credit of Allotted Equity Shares in the respective beneficiary account, non-receipt of refund orders or non-receipt of
COMPLIANCE OFFICER Telephone: + (91) 022-66149696; E-mail: nykaacompanysecretary@nykaa.com funds by electronic mode, etc. Forall Offer related queries and for redressal of complaints, investors may also write to the GCBRLMs and BRLMs.

* In compliance with the proviso to Regulation 21A of the SEBI Merchant Bankers Regulations, and Regulation 23(3) of the SEBI ICDR Regulations, JM Financial will be involved only in marketing of the Offer. JM Financial has signed the due diligence certificate and has been disclosed as a BRLM to the Offer.

AVAILABILITY OF THE RHP: Investors are advised to refer to the RHP and the "Risk Factors" beginning on page 44 of the RHP, before applying in the Offer. A copy of the RHP is available on website of SEBI at www.sebi.gov.in and is available on the websites of the Global Co-ordinators and Book Running Lead Managers ("GCBRLMs"), i.e. Kotak
Mahindra Capital Company Limited and Morgan Stanley India Company Private Limited at http:/investmentbank.kotak.com and www.morganstanley.com, respectively and the websites of Book Running Lead Managers (“BRLMs”), i.e. BofA Securities India Limited, Citigroup Global Markets India Private Limited, ICICI Securities Limited and
JMFinancial Limited at www.ml-india.com, www.online.citibank.co.in/rhtm/citigroupglobalscreen1.htm, www.icicisecurities.com and www.jmfl.com, respectively and on the websites of BSE and NSE at www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com, respectively.

AVAILABILITY OF BID CUM APPLICATION FORMS: Bid cum Application Forms can be obtained from the Registered Office of FSN E-COMMERCE VENTURES LIMITED, Telephone: +(91) 226614 9616; GCBRLMs : Kotak Mahindra Capital Company Limited, Telephone: +91 (22) 4336 0000; and Morgan Stanley India Company Private
Limited, Telphone: +91 22 6118 1000; BRLMs : BofA Securities India Limited, Telephone: +91 22 6632 8000; Citigroup Global Markets India Private Limited, Telephone: +9122 6175 9999, ICICI Securities Limited, Telephone: + 91 22 6807 7100 and JM Financial Limited, Telephone: +91 22 6630 3030 and Syndicate Members : Kotak
Securities Limited; Telephone: +91 (22) 6218 5470 and JM Financial Services Limited, Telephone: +9122 6136 3400 at the select locations of the Sub-syndicate Members (as given below), SCSBs, Registered Brokers, RTAs and CDPs participating in the Offer. ASBA Forms will also be available on the websites of BSE and NSE and the Designated
Branches of SCSBs, the list of which is available at websites of the Stock Exchanges and SEBI.

Sub-Syndicate Members: Aimondz Global Securities Ltd, Amrapali Capital & Finance Services Ltd., Anand Rathi Share & Stock Brokers Ltd., Axis Capital Limited, Centrum Broking Limited, Centrum Wealth Management Ltd, Choice Equity Broking Private Limited, Dalal & Broacha Stock Broking Private Limited, DB(International) Stock Brokers Ltd,
Edelweiss Broking Limited, Eureka Stock & Share Broking Services Ltd, Finwizard Technology Pvt Limited, Globe Capital Markets Ltd, HDFC Securities Limited, ICICI Securities Limited, IDBI Capital Markets and Securities Limited, IIFL Securities Ltd, JM Financial Services Limited, Jobanputra Fiscal Services Private Limited, Kantilal Chhaganlal Sec Pvt
Ltd, KIMC Capital Market Services Ltd, LKP Securities Limited, Inventure Growth & Securities Ltd, Motilal Oswal Financial Services Limited, Motilal Oswal Securities Limited, Nirmal Bang Securities Pvt. Ltd., Prabhudas Lilladher Pvt Ltd, Pravin Ratilal Share & Stock Brokers Limited, Religare Broking Ltd, RR Equity Brokers Private Limited, SBlcap
Securities Limited, Sharekhan Ltd, SMC Global Securities Limited, Systematix Shares & Stocks (India) Limited, Trade Bulls Securities (P) Ltd, Viren M Shah, Way2wealth brokers Pvt Ltd and YES Securities (India) Limited

Escrow Bank, Refund Bank, Public Offer Account Bank and Sponsor Bank: ICICI Bank Limited

All capitalized terms used herein and not specifically defined shall have the same meaning as ascribed to them in the RHP.

For FSN E-COMMERCE VENTURES LIMITED

On behalf of the Board of Directors

Sa/-

Head Legal, Company Secretary and Compliance Officer

Place: Mumbai
Date: October 28, 2021

FSN E-COMMERCE VENTURES LIMITED is proposing, subject to applicable statutory and regulatory requirements, receipt of requisite approvals, market conditions and other considerations, to make an initial public offering of its Equity Shares and has filed the RHP with the RoC and thereafter with SEBI and the Stock Exchanges. The RHP is available
on the website of SEBI at www.sebi.gov.in, websites of the Stock Exchanges i.e. BSE and NSE at www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com, respectively, and on the websites of the GCBRLMs, i.e. Kotak Mahindra Capital Company Limited and Morgan Stanley India Company Private Limited at http://investmentbank.kotak.com and
www.morganstanley.com, respectively and the websites of BRLMs, i.e. BofA Securities India Limited, Citigroup Global Markets India Private Limited, ICICI Securities Limited and JM Financial Limited at www.ml-india.com, www.online.citibank.co.in/rhtm/citigroupglobalscreen1.htm, www.icicisecurities.com and www.jmfl.com, respectively. Investors
should note thatinvestmentin equity shares involves a high degree of risk and for details relating to such risk, please see the section entitled “Risk Factors”on page 44 of the RHP. Potential investors should not rely on the DRHP dated August 1, 2021 filed with SEBI for making any investment decision.

The Equity Shares offered in the Offer have not been and will not be registered under the U.S. Securities Act of 1933, as amended (“U.S. Securities Act”), or any state law of the United States and, unless so registered, may not be offered or sold within the United States, except pursuant to an exemption from, or in a transaction not subject to, the
registration requirements of the U.S. Securities Act and applicable state securities laws. Accordingly, the Equity Shares are being offered and sold (i) within the United States only to persons reasonably believed to be “qualified institutional buyers” (as defined in Rule 144Aunder the U.S. Securities Act) under Section 4(a) of the U.S. Securities Act, and (ii)
outside the United States in offshore transactions in compliance with Regulation S under the U.S. Securities Actand the applicable laws of the jurisdiction where those offers and sales are made. There will be no public offering of Equity Shares in the United States.
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A clear signal

Even as India and China engage in talks, the
current state of tension is likely to continue

hina passing a new border law amid a continuing
stalemate in negotiations with India sends a clear

signal to New Delhi that Beijing is in no mood to
quickly end the 18-month-long crisis along the LAC. The
law, which will take effect on January 1, designates the
responsibilities of various agencies in China, from the
military to local authorities, in guarding the frontiers. It
“stipulates that the sovereignty and territorial integrity
of the People’s Republic of China are sacred and inviol-
able”. Calling on the military to “guard against and
combat any act that undermines territorial sovereignty
and land boundaries”, the law says the Chinese military
“shall carry out border duties” to “resolutely prevent,
stop and combat invasion, encroachment, provocation
and other acts”. India has reacted sharply, telling China
that it must not use legislation as a “pretext” to formal-
ise the PLA’s actions since last year to unilaterally alter
the LAC. While the law says Beijing will negotiate with
its neighbours to settle its borders, India reminded Chi-
na that the legislation will have little bearing on the In-
dia-China boundary as both sides are yet to resolve the
boundary question. Responding to India’s concerns,
the Chinese Foreign Ministry said the law would not af-
fect the implementation of existing agreements. The le-
gislation also has implications for the only other coun-
try China has unresolved land borders with — Bhutan —
calling for continuing efforts to develop border areas.
Among those efforts is the on-going construction of
frontier villages, including in disputed areas.

The Chinese side may justify the law as an “internal”
matter akin to India’s abrogation of Article 370 and the
creation of a Union Territory in Ladakh, which China
strongly opposed because it included Aksai Chin, but
there is one crucial difference. The new Chinese legisla-
tion, first proposed in March, came almost a year into
the LAC crisis. It followed the PLA’s amassing of two di-
visions of troops in forward areas in the summer of
2020, in contravention of the four past border agree-
ments, and essentially gives a stamp of approval to
those moves. If both New Delhi and Beijing at least ap-
pear to be in agreement that the legislation will not af-
fect past agreements, the fact is those understandings
are already in tatters. The last round of LAC talks, held
on October 10, ended with both sides trading accusa-
tions, Beijing blaming India for making “unrealistic”
demands and New Delhi countering that the other side
offered no real proposals for a solution. Indeed, the
new law underlines that China increasingly sees little
space for compromise as far as its frontiers are con-
cerned. Even as India and China continue negotiations,
the law is the latest signal that the current state of affairs
along the border, marked by continuing deployments
by both sides in forward areas and a build-up of infras-
tructure, is likely to continue over the longer term.

A climate dividend

While a net zero commitment can be avoided,
India stands to gain from an energy transition

s it prepares to face pressure at the COP26 of the
AUN Framework Convention on Climate Change

in Glasgow, India is adopting the stand that a na-
tional deadline for net zero carbon dioxide emissions is
uncalled for, given its moral claim to a far greater share
of the remaining global carbon budget. The budget,
which represents the estimated volume of future emis-
sions that will allow global average temperature rise to
be kept within safe limits — well below 2° C or 1.5° C un-
der the Paris Agreement — must anyway be shared by
all countries. Since China, the U.S. and the EU collec-
tive, representing the highest emissions, are expected
to occupy a big share of the remaining budget calculat-
ed at between 420-580 Gigatonnes of CO2, India will
again rely on its historical energy poverty, underdeve-
lopment and low per capita emissions to convince the
world that a net zero target is incongruous with the pre-
sent reality. Yet, as the Centre must acknowledge, a mi-
nimalist approach is not an option, given the global re-
percussions of emissions for all vulnerable nations, and
India’s own alarming losses from periodic extreme
weather events. It can seek convergence with the world
on identifying green growth pathways, aligning future
investments with a smart recovery plan for COVID-19,
embracing renewable energy more widely and averting
long-term lock-in effects of fossil fuel dependence in
energy generation, buildings, mobility and so on.

An immediate leap into net zero may yet be avoided,
and a core message at Glasgow would be that rich coun-
tries are yet to deliver on the promised $100 billion a
year from 2020 to help poor nations adapt to climate
change; but India’s case can be strengthened only with
a clear plan for a multi-sectoral energy transition. There
is little evidence, for instance, that the indirect carbon
tax in the form of very high levies on automotive fuels
has been earmarked for a big green push through affor-
dable electric mobility, or even a financial dividend to
all citizens to mitigate inflationary price effects on es-
sential consumption. As national scientific advisers
have argued in a joint statement on the eve of the UN
climate conference — and to which India’s Principal
Scientific Adviser is a signatory — it is essential for go-
vernments to draw up precise technological, socio-eco-
nomic, and financial policies and requirements to de-
monstrate a commitment to the 1.5° C goal. The country
must seize the moment and present convincing plans
that will be rolled out in the present decade in order to
attract climate finance, even while buttressing the argu-
ment for a medium-term window to taper down carbon
emissions. If severe floods, droughts and more frequent
storms erode the assets of citizens, governments of the
future will have to pay for lack of foresight today.

The perils of ideological certitude

There seems an order of priorities in place for much of the electorate instead of the bread and butter governance issues
AT

ik :
HAMID ANSARI

rend, fashions or ideas float
Tin all societies. When does a

trend become an ideology?
What motivates an individual to
commit itself to it?

An ideology is understood to
mean a system of ideas that as-
pires to explain the world, and at
times change it. Some call it the
science of ideas aimed at serving
people, ridding them of prejudice,
preparing them for the sovereign-
ty of a preferred idea.

Regulating behaviour
This would seem to be obvious ev-
er since humans indulged in de-
ductive and inductive reasoning
for sheer survival in daily life. This
process matured with time and ex-
perience down the ages. When
simple explanations were not dis-
cernable, the phenomena were at-
tributed to superhuman or divine
forces. Each of these sought jus-
tice between human beings living
together. Hence, the dictum that
justice is the first law of human in-
stitutions. Evidence of it is availa-
ble in the ancient codes of China,
Mesopotamia, India and elsewh-
ere. Overtime, these became reli-
gious codes and were duly sancti-
fied. They all held out visions of an
apogee of rectitude that human-
kind should endeavour to attain.
In all cases the purpose was to

regulate human behaviour in so-
cieties. The unstated premise in
most was that the average member
of a social group living together
was too busy or simplistic or both
to discern the full meaning or im-
plications and was, for the purpos-
es of these laws almost mindless in
the sense of acting without partic-
ular reason, ready and willing to
observe the dicta and the accom-
panying suggestion of punishment
in case of disobedience. Obe-
dience was sought to become
habitual.

Quest for social order

The political atmospherics of the
19th and 20th centuries, particu-
larly in Europe, sought to imbibe
ideologies with their focus on
change with greater meaning to
the public. Hence, the assertion in
Marx’s Theses on Feuerbach: The
philosophers have only interpret-
ed the world in various ways; the
point is to change it.

The 20th century had a surfeit
of these, each addressing an in-
tended audience ranging from lo-
cal and regional to global and pre-
mised on an idealised social order.
Each also portrayed a demonology
premised on social class or ethnic
specificity, from whose tyranny
salvation was promised. Thus,
communism, with its vision of a
classless communist society pro-
mising to ‘each according to his/
her need’, made sense to the dis-
posed. Similarly, and apart from
various versions of anarchism in
European worker movements, na-
tional socialism in Germany and
Italy tantalised its votaries with
the focus on the nation and the
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fatherland. All of these found emu-
lators in colonial lands in India,
China and in some parts of west-
ern Asia. They were all character-
ised by what Eric Hobsbawm dep-
icted as ‘ruthless, brutal and
command’ versions of socialism.

Freedom, communal ideas

In India, the germination of ideas
of ‘communal consciousness’ (in
cases with political overtones) on
a societal scale alongside the urge
for freedom from foreign rule sur-
faced in a segment of society in the
closing decades of the 19th centu-
ry. The effort by Mahatma Gandhi
and his like-minded supporters
was countered by many among
Hindus and Muslims who deluded
themselves as belonging to sepa-
rate ‘nations’. The rest was done
by the Mountbatten Plan in 1947
and the death and destruction that
accompanied it.

The past three decades have
witnessed the ease with which the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s political
approach and tactics have made
headway in the public mind. Elec-
toral data in recent decades indi-
cates the shift in its vote share, dili-
gently and successfully built upon

on exclusive identity in adversarial
contrasts to what is dubbed non-
Indic, meaning, principally, adhe-
rents of Zoroastrianism, Judaism,
Christianity and Islam but politi-
cally focused on the latter two.
Why and how has this order of
priorities been put in place for a
good segment of the electorate in-
stead of the bread and butter go-
vernance issues? In State elections
from 2014 to 2019, its vote share
reached or crossed the 50% mark
in Haryana, Jharkhand, Karnata-
ka, Delhi, etc. Political commenta-
tors attribute this and its subse-

quent  spectacular  success
essentially to successful advocacy
of majoritarianism.

Agenda of artificial lines

This despite the dispersal of the
minority population in most parts
of India and the fact that in daily
life, all sections of people, majori-
ty and minorities, live in the same
or adjacent neighbourhoods, and
in daily life work together. Despite
it, artificial lines are sought to be
drawn for laying the foundations
of a majoritarian agenda by cate-
gorisation of faiths on the basis of
their places of origin. How far back
in history can one go when con-
fronted with M.S. Golwalkar’s ob-
servation that “Iran is nothing but
the base of Aryabhumi” and part
of “grand picture of our mother-
land”? So were the Aryans, and
their faith and philosophy. Was it
Indic or non-Indic?

It considered convenient to re-
call Swami Vivekanand’s letter of
June 1898 in which he said, “I am
firmly persuaded that without the
help of practical Islam theories of

Vedantism, however fine and won-
derful they may be, are entirely va-
lueless to the vast mass of man-
kind”, adding that “for our own
motherland a junction of the two
great systems, Hinduism and Is-
lam — Vedanta brain and Islam bo-
dy — is the only hope.”

Also lost in the stated parame-
ters of Hindutva is the constitu-
tional imperative of fraternity.

Core issues

The Hindutva agenda of viewing
matters through the prism of faith
has perhaps disrupted or wea-
kened the post-Mandal equations
and brought electoral gains; so has
the intoxicating impact of the suc-
cess of the Ram Mandir move-
ment. It, however, cannot explain
away the policy and its implemen-
tation challenges posed by the on-
going protests against the farm
laws, the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act, National Population Re-
gister, widespread unemployment
and a host of other measures re-
sulting in dire distress in most seg-
ments of society.

Does this ‘ideological certitude’
explain away the public distress
and its widespread publicity with-
in the country and in credible fo-
reign media? Can it be attributed
to a mindlessness of its supporters
who are deluded by an uncritical
ideological conviction? Would it
reflect, public indoctrination not-
withstanding, in the forthcoming
State elections, and beyond it?
Would the lord of Hindutva neith-
er slumber nor sleep?

Hamid Ansariwas the Vice President
of India (2007-2017)

Getting the focus back on Early Childhood Education

The home environment and stimulation children receive within the household can be important contributory factors

NISHA VERNEKAR, POOJA PANDEY
& KARAN SINGHAL

arly Childhood Education
E (ECE) is crucial to the overall

development of children,
with impacts on their learning and
even earning capabilities through-
out their lifetimes. Despite the im-
portance of ECE, little has been
said about the continuance of ECE
delivery during the COVID-19
school closures, reminiscent of its
status quo even prior to the novel
coronavirus pandemic. Those at-
tending preschool are primarily
enrolled in the nearly 14 lakh an-
ganwadis spread across the coun-
try where ECE continues to suffer
from low attendance and instruc-
tional time amid prioritisation of
other early childhood develop-
ment services in the anganwadi
system (https://bit.ly/3G2IF3W).

Where ECE has continued dur-
ing COVID-19 pre-school closures,
access has reduced and the priori-
ty for ECE is low within house-
holds. In a recent study by the Vid-
hi Centre for Legal Policy
(https://bit.ly/3DXG88i), 45% of
the 650+ households surveyed in
urban Maharashtra reported that
they prioritise their older child’s
education over ECE.

A crucial factor for households
to be able to prioritise ECE is ac-
tive parental engagement in their
child’s education, especially for
children in the age group of three
to six years who spend a majority
of their time within the household
and rely greatly on parental assis-
tance in the learning process. The
overall development of a child in
the early stages edicts a conducive
home environment and parental
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involvement in addition to equita-
ble access to the schooling system.
As such, the home environment
and stimulation children receive
within the household can contri-
bute to their overall development.
For example, studies have found
that the act of making conversa-
tion with your child in the early
years has significant gains on lan-
guage skills they develop
(https://bit.ly/3BZn1d6).

Role of parental engagement
Enabling parental engagement in
ECE requires an understanding of
barriers that usually prevent pa-
rents from meaningfully engaging
in their child’s education.

The socio-economic back-
ground of households determines
access to preschools and the abili-
ty to invest in ECE. Worryingly, the
lack of priority for ECE often
means that households choose to
forgo investing in ECE altogether.
The pandemic has highlighted the
glaring digital divide in the coun-
try, even in an urban context. Un-
less the state vows to provide dev-
ices and Internet access to all
children, it is clear that complete
reliance on technology is not an
option.

Even for those who are able to
overcome the initial barrier of ac-
cess, the ability to engage in ECE at
home remains dependent on time
and ability. Households that have
limited means have little time to
invest in educational activities in
the home. In the study mentioned
above, with low-income house-
holds engaged in ECE in urban
Maharashtra during COVID-19, we
find that job and income losses led
to further de-prioritisation of edu-

RAGHUNATHAN S.R.

cation, and the need to invest in
educational and digital resources
for its continuance during school
closures.

Even among households that
are able to create the time for edu-
cation, many parents lack the self-
efficacy to support their child’s
learning. Most parents lack know-
ledge of effective methods to facil-
itate learning within the home,
and appropriate means of using
technology for education. Parents
in low-income households are ad-
ditionally less likely to be able to
access support to learn such meth-
ods. COVID-19 school closures
made engagement of parents in
their child’s education a further
necessity.

Overcoming barriers
Crossing these barriers will be-
come crucial as we move towards
achieving universal and equitable
ECE, as envisioned in the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020.
Some of these are harder to ad-
dress, such as internalising the im-
portance of ECE among parents.
This shift of mindset requires pro-
longed and committed state ac-
tion, which at present does not re-
flect any such urgency.

Other barriers, however, are ea-
sier to address if we operationalise

support of the state, schools and
teachers towards the goal of ena-
bling parental engagement at
home. The pandemic has created
an opportunity where parents and
teachers have increasingly recog-
nised the crucial role of parents as
partners in their child’s education.
As we slowly move towards the re-
opening of schools for younger
grades, we should not lose sight of
this.

In the same study we conduct-
ed in urban Maharashtra, we stu-
died two ECE programmes — the
E-paatshala programme in Balwa-
dis run by Rocket Learning, and
Akanksha schools in Mumbai and
Pune. For those who were able to
access the programmes, we found
that those participating in these
programmes showed higher en-
gagement levels associated with
the alleviation of some of the bar-
riers discussed above. What might
have worked for E-paatshala was
its design to use only materials
available at home for educational
activities. This minimised the
need for parents to purchase any
additional resources and ensured
that it was relevant to the child’s
environment and experiences. We
found that programmes that were
supporting parents’ financially —
through provision of rations and
devices for education — resulted in
higher parental engagement in
ECE.

The study also highlighted that
a more decentralised approach of
identifying and alleviating these
barriers to ECE, through teachers
and school systems as the forerun-
ners, goes a long way. Being the
first point of contact with both the
child and the parents, teachers are

the most equipped to effectively
engage with parents, address their
challenges, and design adaptable
and innovative modes of teaching
and learning.

Empower households

We must leverage the present op-
portunity of heightened parental
engagement in children’s educa-
tion. Efforts must be taken to em-
power households with time and
resources so that they have the
ability to prioritise ECE and are
not forced to choose between
their children’s education. The
provision of non-educational sup-
port to low-income households to
alleviate income and food insecur-
ities might be just as crucial in aid-
ing parents to invest in education.

Second, we must collect infor-
mation about teachers’ experienc-
es (on suitable modes of engage-
ment with parents and children,
delivery logistics, constraints of
parents, etc.) and on innovations
they have developed to increase
parental engagement during
school closures. We need to ask
what has been done to alleviate
constraints, and how can these be
operationalised to reach more
households?

While teachers should remain
at the centre of this effort we must
also make sure they are not furth-
er overburdened, by providing
adequate resources and institu-
tional support.

Nisha Vernekar and Pooja Pandey work
on education at the Vidhi Centre for Legal
Policy. Karan Singhal is a researcher at
the Indian Institute of Management
Ahmedabad. The views expressed

are personal
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Court on Pegasus

The Supreme Court of India
has given us a balanced
ruling in connection with
the Pegasus allegations
(Page 1, October 28).
Though the Government’s
right to surveillance on
matters of national security
is not questionable, it is
unauthorised surveillance
for reasons other than
national security that is
definitely illegal and
objectionable. A
democratically elected
government with its huge
mandate must extend its
full cooperation to the
panel formed by the Bench
for the probe. Since the
panel is also vested with the
responsibility to conduct
the probe, it is imperative
that the media exercise
restraint, avoiding
meaningless debates and
being judgmental before
completion of the probe.

S. SESHADRI,
Chennai

u The Court’s ruling heralds
the return of a fair, free and
fearless judiciary in India. In
curbing the high-handedness
of the nation’s executive of
the day, there is a clear
message to the “powers that
be” in the popular
Shakespearean phrase —
Caesar’s wife must be above
suspicion. The Court’s stand
will also puncture the
balloon of unilateralism and
authoritarianism and
whimsical tendencies of my
way or the highway.

P.K. SHARMA,
Barnala, Punjab

u The Centre has found its
fig-leaf of ‘national security’
torn asunder by the Supreme
Court in its order of epochal
dimensions. The proposed
probe has all the potential to
effect a churn in the nation’s
polity for the better. What
the Centre could do best is to
cooperate with the inquiry.

AYYASSERI RAVEENDRANATH,
Aranmula, Kerala

= The probe order itself has
made a dent in the image of
the Government for its
hiding the facts. Alleged
spying on citizens is a grave
threat to privacy and an
attack on core democratic
principles.

Though the setting up of the
committee has been done
with the good intention of
bringing out the truth, its
success will depend on the
Government’s cooperation.

D. SETHURAMAN,
Chennai

m [t appears that the last
hope of Indian democracy
lies only in the judiciary. The
observations and actions of
the Supreme Court in the
Pegasus issue provide a
comforting feeling that all is
not lost in our system.

GEORGE MATHAI,
Kochi

= The Indian judicial system
seems to have proved its
autonomy once again. The

Government should now
keep aside its “skipping
tactics” and cooperate with
the committee. It has to
ensure that the probe is
conducted in a transparent
manner.

BARLA SATHISHKUMAR,
Yadadri Bhuvanagiri, Telangana

= While carefully setting out
the terms of reference, the
Court has done a balancing
act of protecting one’s right
to privacy, by now a settled
fundamental right, without,
at the same time,
disregarding genuine
national security concerns.
There are still doubts on
whether the very
government that remained
stubborn in not cooperating
with the Supreme Court
despite its nudging, will
stonewall the process on the
pretext of national security,
even inviting contempt.
Given the manner in which
the Centre has dealt with
certain judgments of the top

court in the past, such
apprehensions, of likely
non-cooperation, are not
entirely unfounded.

S.K. CHOUDHURY,
Bengaluru

World of ads

There is no doubt that some
commercial advertisements
are distasteful, often create
aversion and invite derision.
If advertisements are
appealing and attractive,
they may invoke esteem and
regard for the manufacturers
and producers concerned
even if one does not want or
need the products. For
example, the advertisements
brought out by Amul are not
only witty and timely but
also create a child-like liking
for its products. It is no
surprise that the mascot, the
‘Amul girl’ often steals the
show.

Needless to say, timing is the
one of most important
factors in almost everything,
and advertising and

»
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marketing are no exceptions
(Editorial, “A world minus
ads”, October 28). But there
needs to be sensitivity.

C.G. KURIAKOSE,
Malippara, Kothamangalam, Kerala

Governor’s actions

It is just over a month since
the new Tamil Nadu
Governor, R.N. Ravi, took
charge. His seeking details
on the functioning of
government departments is
unwarranted and an absolute
interference in the State’s
administrative affairs (Tamil
Nadu, October 27). The
Governor being a retired
Indian Police Service officer
is sure to be aware of
governmental systems.
Tamil Nadu is also a
full-fledged State and not a
Union Territory. Acting as an
extra-constitutional
authority is undemocratic.

MANOHARAN MUTHUSWAMY,
Chennai
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Should the NDPS Act be amended?

Mahesh
Bhagwat

is Police
Commissioner
Rachakonda,
Telangana

Mazher Hussain
is Executive
Director of
Confederation of
Voluntary
Associations, a
national network of
voluntary
organisations

Certain provisions could be changed to ensure a
reformative approach towards addicts

The Union Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment has proposed
certain changes to some provisions
of the Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances (NDPS) Act of
1985. The recommendations have
assumed importance in the back-
drop of some high-profile drug cas-
es including the recent arrest of Bol-
Iywood actor Shah Rukh Khan’s son
Aryan Khan following a raid on a
cruise ship by the Narcotics Control
Bureau a few weeks ago. One of the
recommendations of the Ministry is
to decriminalise the possession of
narcotic drugs in smaller quantities
for personal purposes. Another sug-
gestion is that persons using drugs
in smaller quantities be treated as
victims. In a conversation moderat-
ed by Marri Ramu, Mahesh Bhag-
wat and Mazhar Hussain look at the
implications of the changes suggest-
ed to tackle the problem of drug
abuse and the abuse of the law. Edit-
ed excerpts:

First arrest and then investigate
seems to be the principle for
investigations under the NDPS
Act. Is this justified?

Mahesh Bhagwat: That is not cor-
rect. The procedure of seizing nar-
cotic drugs is important first. Sec-
tion 50 of the Act (conditions under
which search of persons shall be
conducted) needs to be followed
scrupulously. When officials stum-
ble upon a person carrying drugs
during raids or a routine check, the
drugs must be seized in front of a
Gazetted Officer or a Magistrate.

In cases of sudden development,
the suspect is taken to the nearby
Magistrate or the latter is brought to
the spot and then only drugs are
seized. If this is not adhered to, the
court acquits the accused persons.
Only then the next stage of investi-
gation commences.

Is there not a possibility of
people in power misusing the
NDPS Act since the onus is on
the accused to prove their
innocence?

MB: I don’t think so. You cannot
manage all the people all the time.
While tracking drugs cases, investi-
gators go from consumers to drug

The Glasgow climate test

suppliers. Since the seizure proce-
dure is to be followed, there could
be one Magistrate at the time of seiz-
ing drugs, another during further
investigation and a different Magis-
trate at the time of trial. Moreover,
governments can change.

What are the challenges that
the police face in enforcing the
NDPS Act to take drugs cases to
their logical end?

MB: The Act was brought in 1985.
This is a stringent law where the
death penalty can be prescribed for
repeat offenders. Since drug ped-
dling is an organised crime, it is
challenging for the police to catch
the persons involved from the point
of source to the point of destination.
Identifying drugs that are being
transported is a challenge since we
cannot stop each and every vehicle
that plies on Indian roads. Most
drug bust cases are made possible
with specific information leads. In
one instance, it was found that a
ganja peddler had a secret chamber
fabricated inside a lorry. We caught
it only because we had specific in-
puts from a network of informants.
Unless we check every vehicle with
specially trained sniffer dogs, it is
difficult to check narcotic drugs
transportation. The main challenge
is to catch those producing these
substances.

Going beyond State jurisdiction,
finding the source of narcotic sub-
stances and destroying them is
another big challenge. Catching the
accused cultivating ganja in areas
bordering the States too is turning
out to be a herculean task. It gets
tougher when ganja is cultivated in
areas that are Maoist hideouts.

Securing conviction for the ac-
cused in drugs cases is yet another
arduous task. There are frequent
delays in court procedures. Some-
times, cases do not come up for trial
even after two years of having regis-
tered them. By then, the accused
are out on bail and do not turn up
for trial. Bringing them back from
their States to trial is quite difficult
let alone getting them convicted.

Mazher Hussain: No doubt the
NDPS Act is stringent, but we need
to make a distinction between the
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G20 leaders in particular need to deliver

ANTONIO GUTERRES

The climate crisis is a code red for hu-
manity. World leaders will soon be
put to the test at the UN Climate Con-
ference, known as COP26, in Glas-
gow. Their actions — or inactions —
will show their seriousness about ad-
dressing this planetary emergency.

The warning signs are hard to
miss: temperatures everywhere are
reaching new highs; biodiversity is
reaching new lows; and oceans are
warming, acidifying and choking
with plastic waste. Increasing tem-
peratures will make vast stretches of
our planet dead zones for humanity
by this century’s end. The Lancet just
described climate change as the “de-
fining narrative of human health” in
the years to come — a crisis defined
by widespread hunger, respiratory
illness, deadly disasters and infec-
tious disease outbreaks.

An achievable target

Despite these alarm bells ringing at
fever pitch, we see new evidence in
the latest UN reports that govern-
ments’ actions so far simply do not
add up to what is needed. Recent
new announcements for climate ac-
tion are welcome and critical — but
even so, our world is on track for ca-
lamitous global temperature rises
well above 2°C. This is a far cry from
the 1.5°C target to which the world
agreed under the Paris Agreement —
a target that science tells us is the on-
ly sustainable pathway for our world.
This target is achievable if we can re-
duce global emissions by 45% com-
pared to 2010 levels this decade, if
we can achieve global net zero by
2050, and if world leaders arrive in
Glasgow with ambitious and verifia-
ble 2030 targets, and new, concrete
policies to reverse this disaster.

G20 leaders in particular need to
deliver. The time has passed for di-
plomatic niceties. If governments, es-
pecially G20 governments, do not
lead this effort, we are headed for ter-
rible human suffering. But all coun-
tries need to realise that the old, car-
bon-burning model of development
is a death sentence for our planet. We
need decarbonisation now, across ev-
ery sector in every country. We need
to shift subsidies from fossil fuels to
renewable energy, and tax pollution,
not people. We need to put a price on
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carbon, and channel that towards re-
silient infrastructures and jobs. And
we need to phase-out coal — by 2030
in OECD countries and 2040 in all
others. Increasing numbers of go-
vernments have pledged to stop fi-
nancing coal; private finance needs
to do the same, urgently.

Everyone has a role to play
People rightly expect their govern-
ments to lead. But we all have a res-
ponsibility to safeguard our collec-
tive future. Businesses need to
reduce their climate impact, and ful-
ly and credibly align their operations
and financial flows to a net zero fu-
ture. No more excuses; no more
greenwashing. Investors must do the
same. They should join front runners
like the net zero asset owners’ al-
liance, and the UN’s own pension
fund, which met its 2021 carbon re-
duction investment objectives ahead
of time and above its target, with a
32% reduction this year. Individuals
in every society need to make better,
more responsible choices in what
they eat, how they travel, and what
they buy. And young people need to
keep doing what they’re doing: de-
manding action from their leaders
and keeping them accountable.

Throughout, we need global soli-
darity to help all countries make this
shift. Developing countries are grap-
pling with debt and liquidity crises.
They need support. Public and multi-
lateral development banks must sig-
nificantly increase their climate port-
folios and intensify their efforts to
help countries transition to net zero,
resilient economies. The developed
world must urgently meet its com-
mitment of at least $100 billion in an-
nual climate finance for developing
countries. Donors and multilateral
development banks need to allocate
at least half their climate finance to-
wards adaptation and resilience.

The UN was founded to build con-
sensus for action against the greatest
threats facing humanity. But rarely
have we faced a crisis like this one - a
truly existential crisis that, if not ad-
dressed, threatens not only us, but
future generations. There is one path
forward. A 1.5°C future is the only via-
ble future for humanity.

Anténio Guterres is Secretary-General of the
United Nations

»

TERRORISM-RELATED DEATHS | The charts depict the month-wise incidents of terrorism-related killings, fatalities among
civilians, security forces and terrorists between 2012 and 2021. The number of civilians who died in October 2021 (12 till Oct.
26) was the fourth-highest for any month since 2012. Also, there were 25 incidents of killings in October 2021, again the
fourth-highest for any month since 2012. An incident of killing is a terrorism-related event which results in at least one death
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drug peddler and the end user. The
person using it in smaller quantities
for personal use cannot be bracket-
ed with the person producing nar-
cotic drugs. We need to make a clear
distinction between a drug supplier
and an end user. A drug user needs
to be seen as a patient. The Act as of
now prescribes jail for everyone —
the end user and the drug supplier.

How do you see the Ministry’s
proposal to refer persons
possessing drugs in smaller
quantities to government-run
rehabilitation centres instead
of awarding them jail terms and
imposing fines?

MB: The proposal to send persons
to rehabilitation centres is good on
paper but do we have the infrastruc-
ture to ensure that it is properly im-
plemented? The answer is ‘no’. We
don’t have adequate de-addiction
centre counsellors. We face an acute
shortage of psychiatrists and coun-
sellors. How many rehabilitation
centres are there vis-a-vis the vol-
ume of persons involved in drug
cases? I suggest that the States be
consulted. Policing is a State sub-
ject. It is not in the Concurrent list.
So, instead of suggesting proposals
to change sections of the law for the
entire country, I think it would be
advisable to introduce this on a pilot
basis in one State that faces an acute
drugs-related problem.

The government could also study
some of the best practices in the
world. In Iceland, for example, a
community-led approach has
worked wonders. Iceland witnessed

Kashmir on the boil again

In October 2021, the number of civilians killed in terrorism-related
incidents in Jammu and Kashmir recorded a sharp increase. Twelve civilians
died in October, the highest for any month in the last two years and the
fourth-highest since 2012. After the relatively calm period of 2006-2012,
Kashmir has been on the boil. The major inflection point was in 2016 when
Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani was killed. Two spells of
lockdown — the first after J&K was stripped of its statehood and its special
constitutional status and the second related to COVID-19 — had put a lid
on new incidents. However, terror strikes seem to be increasing again

now, and civilians, including those of the minority community, are getting
targeted more. By Jasmin Nihalani, Vignesh Radhakrishnan & Sumant Sen

FATALITIES AMONG SECURITY FORCES

FATALITIES AMONG CIVILIANS

INCIDENTS OF KILLING

A drug user needs to be
seen as a patient. The Act as
of now prescribes jail for
everyone — the end user
and the drug supplier.

MAZHER HUSSAIN
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acute drug abuse among its children
and the youth. The government de-
cided to tackle the issue right from
the school level. From introducing
aptitude tests which revealed the in-
clinations of students to persuading
parents to keep liquor and ciga-
rettes out of reach of the youth, the
country took various measures to
tackle the problem and weaned
away 70-80% of its young popula-
tion from drugs. It also helped dras-
tically reduce the usage of drugs.

MH: We need to thoroughly exa-
mine why and how people are get-
ting addicted to narcotic drugs.
There is a growing hopelessness in
society due to various factors. The
COVID-19 pandemic, for instance,
has aggravated anxieties among the
youth. We need to redefine and re-
design the law so as to tackle what
acts as a trigger. An aspect of the Act
which is least discussed is a national
fund for rehabilitation. We need to
allocate more money for the fund,
help transform drug addicts and
make the job of policing easier.

In the U.S., some States have
started permitting the usage of
narcotic drugs like marijuana
in smaller quantities. Do you
think the legalisation of drugs
usage is the right step?

Highest in
two years

MB: We cannot think of legalisation
of drugs usage in isolation. We need
to think of the harmful effects first.
There are connected issues like ab-
senteeism in schools, loss of jobs,
income, depression and suicide.
The crime rate could go up, throw-
ing up yet another new challenge
for the police.

MH: Legalisation of drugs usage will
only compound the problem. It
could lead to proliferation of drugs.
It is dangerous. More and more peo-
ple may start using them. At the
same time, the solution is to decri-
minalise usage of drugs. If a person
is caught for the first time in a drugs
case, be it for possession or usage,
they should be sent to a rehabilita-
tion centre. There should be scope
for reformation of such persons.
Not anybody and everybody con-
nected to drugs cases should be sent
to prison. Only repeat offenders
should be sent to prison.

There are many street children
who use whiteners, glue,
painting chemicals, etc. There
is no focus on such children
becoming victims of substance
use.

MB: There are three types of drugs
— party drugs, prescription drugs
and others, namely inhalants (also
known as synthetic drugs). Some
people even apply Zandu Balm on
bread slices and eat them. We found
people using cough syrups to get a
high. Street children and labourers
cannot afford to buy costly narcotic
drugs like cocaine and so, they go af-
ter cheaper options like glue.

With computers replacing typew-
riters almost completely, it is anybo-
dy’s guess how many are using whi-
teners. While the police have to
focus on this, persons selling chem-
icals or whiteners are equally res-
ponsible. During my visit to the
U.S., I'went to a shop to buy a bullet-
proof jacket; the vendor refused to
sell it to me. As I was leaving, the
shop owner noted details of the veh-
icle in which I was travelling. The
question is do we have such respon-
sible traders here.

MH: After noticing that many street
children are getting addicted to whi-
teners, COVA filed a PIL petition in a
High Court more than a decade ago.
The High Court passed a direction
instructing the government to en-
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sure that whiteners are not sold to
children below 18 years of age. It is
for the police and others concerned
to implement the court order and
keep a tab on persons selling such
chemicals.

Decriminalisation apart, what
other steps can be taken to
check the drug menace in the
country?

MB: There are three crucial factors
we need to adopt to end the drug
menace. While bringing up their
wards, parents must be able to talk
to their children and assure them of
all support should they face a pro-
blem. Parents have to act as confi-
dants first. Mutual trust should be
so strong that wards come to them
at the first sign of trouble. Some-
times, it could be a friend inducing
them to take drugs once — once
caught, they get trapped in a vicious
cycle. So, our approach to tackling
the problem should begin from
home. Our experience shows that
cigarette is an entry point for the
young. To graduate from cigarette
to drugs is not difficult if there is ac-
cess to the drug. Watching a parent
smoke, the child thinks it’s a cool
act to emulate. From here, children
go to the next level of taking out to-
bacco from a cigarette and filling it
with weed to get a high.

Second, teachers should keep an
eye on school surroundings to as-
certain whether anyone is selling
hookah pipes or ganja papers.
Checking drugs usage is not the job
of only the police. The police can-
not enter every house and physical-
ly check if youngsters are using
drugs. Everyone should have a
proactive role.

Civil society support is equally
important. If everyone joins hands,
wiping out drugs usage is not an is-
sue at all.

MH: We should examine the root
cause of the problem. Why are peo-
ple taking drugs? One has to ascer-
tain why different sections of the so-
ciety, be it street children or
youngsters from rich families, are
getting addicted to drugs.

Relying only on law-enforcing
agencies, however hard they are at
work to address the problem, is not
going to solve it. Civil society and go-
vernments will have to work togeth-
er to create an enabling environ-
ment to address the issue.

= Windw,

FIFTY YEARS AGO  OCTOBER 29, 1971

Lady fasts for 111 days

Bangalore, Oct. 28: A 59-year-old mother of
six children, Mrs. Dhapubhai Golecha, end-
ed a fast that lasted 111 days here on Tuesday.
There was a stream of visitors at Mrs. Gole-
cha’s house in Rangaswami Temple Street to
have her “darshan”. This was Mrs. Golecha’s
fourth fast lasting more than 50 days. She
fasted for 51 days in 1963, for 61 days in 1968
and for 91 days in 1969. Mrs. Golecha was
overcome by fatigue when she ended her
fast and became unconscious. Her weight
had come down from 155 pounds to 105. She
is now recovering in a private nursing home

) ) here. She undertook the fast, it is said, as her
Highest in ‘ RN i heari h
over a year agony’ became acute after hearing the

— plight of Bangla Desh refugees. Seventy-five

days after she began her fast, Mrs. Golecha
went on a pilgrimage to Jaipur and other
places for 20 days. During the fast she drank
water only three or four times a day. On Oc-
tober 22, Mrs. Golecha was taken in a pro-
cession in a coach drawn by two horses to
the Lal Bagh, where a reception was held by

Highest in 30 months . _ @

the Sri Vardhaman Sthanakvasi Jain Sravak
Sangh. Over 10,000 people attended the re-
ception.
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SHIFT TO SOUTH | The chart depicts each district's share in terrorism-related fatalities in the 2000-2021 period. For instance,

in 2021, 16% of all fatalities in J&K occurred in Pulwama. In 2019, Pulwama's share had peaked at 39%. Between 2000 and

Government and the Indian States

2005, fatalities were concentrated in Baramulla and Kupwara of northern Kashmir, and in the Poonch, Rajouri and Doda

districts of Jammu. Between 2006 and 2016, fatalities were largely restricted to Baramulla and Kupwara

Lahore, October 30: A Punjab Government

YEARS) 2000 ‘02 ‘04 ‘06 ‘08 10 12 14 16 18 2021 Gazette Extraordinary notifies: - In pur-

JAMMU POONCH 14 10 9 4 8 10 6 6 6 3 5 6 3 1 0 1 3 6 suance of the recommendation made in pa-
REGION RAJOURI [12 9 12 12 9 8 3 6 3 4 11 1 0 4 0 1 o0 1 2 1 3 7 ragraph 310 of the report on Indian Consti-
DODA 9 10 10 11 12 10 1 10 11 3 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 tutional Reforms that important States

JAMMU 3 3 4 3 1 0 1 2 3 1 2 2 2 1 7 3 4 1 3 1 2 1 should be placed in direct political relations

KATHUA 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 0O 0 0O 0O 0O O 3 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 with the Government of India, it is an-

KISHTWAR 0o o o0 O O O 0O 2 5 4 7 7 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 O nounced that the Secretary of State for India

RAMBAN o 0 0o 0 0 0 0 3 2 2 1 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 o0 1 0 o0 has sanctioned the proposals of the Govern-

REASI o 0o o 0 0 o0 0 1 2 8 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 o ment of India for placing the States of Patia-

SAMBA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 1 1 5 0 2 1 0 0 o o o0 la, Bawahalpur, Jind, Nabha, Kapurthala,

UDHAMPUR 7 3 7 7 5 7 6 2 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 3 0 0 0o o0 0 o Sirmur Mandi, Bilaspur Maler Kotla, Farid-

NORTH | BANDIPORE o 0o 0o 1 0o o0 1 4 7 5 7 9 1 1 0o 5 3 9 7 2 1 a4 kot, Chamua Suket and Loharu in direct pol-
KASHMIR | BARAMULLA |14 12 11 9 13 10 11 0 10 11 8 10 12 itical relations with the Government of India
KUPWARA h 14 13 1 9 13 4 9 o0 acting through an officer of Political Depart-

CENTRAL BUDGAM 3 5 4 2 5 3 1 2 0 0 0 1 1 2 2 0 1 4 3 3 2 1 ment. The connection between the Punjab
KASHMIR | GANDERBAL o 0o o o o 0 0 1 2 1 2 3 7 3 0 0 0o 1 0 1 1 o0 Government and the States now to be trans-
SRINAGAR 7 6 5 4 6 810 4 6 2 6 6 714 3 1 8 5 8 2 120018 ferred began three-quarters ofa century ago

SOUTH | ANANTNAG |10 8 9 7 13 12 10 3 1 1 0 0 4 1 2 3 5 9 8 11 9 1 when the province was first constituted and
KASHMIR wieam o 0 o 1 1 o 1 2 2 1 4 olE B - R in relinquishing his connection with the
PULWAMA 3 5 S5 Jiil 9 11 11 14 7 6 7 1 5 12 @wil 14 13 @il | ‘ LN 19 1 states nar?e}? abo,ve the Govgrn(zirl;gav}? an

SHOPIAN o 0 0 0 0 0O O 1 2 4 3 3 0 4 3 8 3 8 19 17 18 1 account of the assistance rendered by those

B However, in the past five years, there has been an abrupt
shift in deaths to the districts in south Kashmir - Pulwama,

Anantnag, Kulgam and Shopian

B There has also been an uptick in fatalities in the Poonch
and Rajouri districts of the Jammu division, which had
remained relatively calm for a long period

SOURCE: SOUTH ASIA TERRORISM PORTAL

states since the establishment of British
authority in the province of their traditional
loyalty and of the cordial manner in which
they have conducted business with his Go-
vernment.

»
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Modi to meet Pope on
his way to COP26

The October 29-31 meetings
in Italy will be followed by
the Prime Minister’s partici-
pation at the COP26 summit
in Glasgow, where he will
hold several bilateral meet-
ings apart from working to-
wards a “balanced out-
come” in the climate talks.

Saturday’s meeting with
the Pope will last for half an
hour.

“It is obvious that this is a
very important meeting,”
said Foreign Secretary
Harsh Vardhan Shringla,
briefing the media in a spe-
cial interaction on Thursday
afternoon. The Prime Minis-
ter will hold several bilateral
meetings in Rome and Glas-
gow, Mr. Shringla said, in-
cluding those with the
Crown Prince Bin Salman of
Saudi Arabia and Indone-
sian President Joko Widodo,
who will host the G20 in Bali
in 2022. At the G20 summit,
India will highlight the need
for better international fi-
nancial management.

“As the co-chair of the
G20 anti-corruption work-
ing group, India has worked
very closely with all G20
members to come out with
some strong and tangible
outcomes, including G20
high-level principles on pre-
venting and combating cor-
ruption,” said Mr. Shringla,
stating that G20 members
have partnered India’s drive
against money laundering.

India has used the G20
platform for dealing with
tax evasion and corruption,
said Mr. Shringla. Sustaina-
ble development, interna-
tional financial manage-
ment, and the situation in
Afghanistan and fuel transi-
tion, are some of the issues
that are expected to domi-

nate Mr. Modi’s interactions
in Rome and Glasgow.

Mr. Shringla mentioned
that the G20 is deliberating
on creating a mechanism to
counter pandemics in the
future, and highlighted the
issue of the origin of the CO-
VID-19 virus. “The issue of
the origin of the COVID vi-
rus has been a subject of a
fair amount of discussion in
the international fora, and
as you know, this is being
dealt with by the WHO, and
this will continue to be ad-
dressed in the appropriate
forums,” said Mr. Shringla.

The Foreign Secretary al-
so said that India is “alive”
to the intensifying humani-
tarian crisis in Afghanistan
and emphasised a solution
will have to be found within
the framework of the UNSC
Resolution 2593. “On the is-
sue of humanitarian assis-
tance, we have been forth-
coming,” said Mr. Shringla,
seeking unhindered and un-
impeded access to the Af-
ghan people who need hu-
manitarian assistance
urgently.

Mr. Shringla highlighted
India’s commitment to solar
power and limiting the rise
in global temperature, and
in clean technology. Mr. Mo-
di will deliver the “national
statement” at the World
Leaders Summit on Novem-
ber 1 at COP26. The summit
in Glasgow will also witness
the launch of the global
Green Grids Initiative.

Mr. Modi, alongside the
U.K. and Australian Prime
Ministers, will also launch
the Infrastructure for Resi-
lient Island States (IRIS) in-
itiative aimed at island na-
tions and developing
countries.

Aryan Khan, 2 others get
bail 25 days after arrest

“All three applications are
allowed. I will pass detailed
orders by tomorrow even-
ing,” Justice Sambre said
even as Aryan Khan’s coun-
sel Mukul Rohatgi was put-
ting forth his arguments.
Aryan Khan’s advocates
then sought permission to
submit cash bail to which
the court refused and said
surety is to be given.

“I could have given the
order tomorrow also. But I

gave it today,” Justice
Sambre said.
The legal team of the 23-

year-old Aryan Khan will
now try to complete the for-
malities for his release by
Friday or Saturday. Justice
Sambre said he would pass a
detailed order assigning rea-
sons later.

Independent witness’
arrested for cheating

“We have taken him into
custody from the outskirts
of Pune. Our case is regard-
ing a cheating case in which
Gosavi was absconding,”
said Pune Commissioner of
Police Amitabh Gupta, ad-
ding that the accused would
be produced later in court.

“He had promised jobs to
some people and a charge
sheet was filed in this regard
in 2019. As per the record,
he was ‘missing’ in this case
for two years. We are com-
pleting the pre-arrest proce-
dures and medical tests of
the accused,” Mr. Gupta ad-
ded.

Neither the Mumbai pol-
ice nor the NCB had yet
sought Gosavi’s custody
from the Pune police, Mr.
Gupta said.

“We will first finish pend-
ing investigations, if any... In
case some other agency
wishes Gosavi’s remand,
then we will certainly dis-
cuss the matter with the Di-
rector General of Police and
coordinate at the State le-
vel,” he said.

Mr. Gupta said that Gosa-
vi, prior to his detention,
had been to several places
including Lucknow, Fateh-
pur, Telangana, Jabalpur,
Lonavala, Mumbai and Pan-
vel in Maharashtra.

“In Lucknow, Gosavi was
apparently using the alias of
‘Sachin Patil’. He also claims
to have been working for an
NGO ‘Stop Crime’. We are
verifying these details...Go-
savi has claimed that he is in
the business of export-im-
port and job placements,”
said the Pune Police
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Commissioner.

Mr. Gupta said after Gosa-
vi’s recent pictures (in the
Mumbai cruise drug case)
went viral, the Pune police
began searching for him in
earnest and formed several
teams to nab him.

The Commissioner said it
was likely that there were
more victims who fell prey
to the swindling schemes of
the accused, and that if they
approached the Pune pol-
ice, more cases would be
lodged against Gosavi.

Earlier, Gosavi had said
he wanted to surrender to
the Uttar Pradesh police as
he apparently felt “threa-
tened” in Maharashtra.

However, on Wednesday,
he travelled to Pune and
told a news channel that he
would be appearing before
NCB authorities who are
conducting an internal in-
quiry against Sameer Wank-
hede (the NCB’s Mumbai zo-
nal director) in Mumbai.

Gosavi claimed that fol-
lowing his Mumbai appea-
rance before the NCB, he
planned to surrender to the
Pune Police.

Sources in the city polic-
e’s Crime Branch said that
they detained him before he
could go travel to Mumbai.

The city police had kept
Gosavi under intense sur-
veillance and were report-
edly tracking a dozen possi-
ble locations as to where the
absconder might be.

A look out circular (LOC)
against him had been issued
by the Pune police on Oc-
tober 13 in order to prevent
Gosavi fleeing the country.

»

of GST recompense loans

X1.59 lakh crore transferred as ‘back-to-back’ loans to the States for the year

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Union Government re-
leased 344,000 crore to the
States and the Union Territo-
ries on Thursday as back-to-
back loans in lieu of their
GST compensation dues,
thus completing the transfer
of an estimated compensa-
tion shortfall of 1.59 lakh
crore through this mechan-
ism this financial year.

The early disbursal of GST
compensation dues this
year, with five months still
remaining in the financial
year, will help the States
manage their finances better
than in 2020-21 when 1.1
lakh crore was transferred to
them in smaller instalments
till the latter half of the year.
This year’s estimated GST
compensation shortfall has
been released in three
tranches — 375,000 crore on
July 15, 340,000 crore on Oc-
tober 7 and the latest payout
0f 344,000 crore.

The Finance Ministry said

Back to the States

Karnataka received the highest amount of 5,011 crore in
lieu of GST compensation among all eligible States/UTs. A
look at the top five States with the highest compensation:

Karnataka

*in ¥ crore

the 1.59 lakh crore would be
over and above the compen-
sation in excess of 31 lakh
crore, estimated to be re-
leased to the States and the
Union Territories during this
financial year, based on ac-
tual cess collections. Those
funds accruing as “normal
GST compensation” are re-
leased every two months.
“The sum total of ¥2.59
lakh crore is expected to ex-
ceed the amount of GST
compensation accruing in
FY 2021-22 it added, indi-

Militant killed, arms
recovered in Baramulla

He was going to kill trader, say police

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR

The Jammu and Kashmir
police on Thursday said it
killed a “hybrid” militant in
a gunfight when he was on
his way to kill a shopkeeper
in Baramulla of north Kash-
mir.

The term “hybrid mili-
tant” is used by the police
here for those youth who
are not listed as militants
and mix with the local pop-
ulation after carrying out an
attack.

“During the intervening
night of October 27 and 28,
terrorists fired upon an area
domination patrol party
(ADP) of the police and the
Army’s 46 Rashtriya Rifles
in the Cherdari area of Bara-
mulla. The alert joint party
retaliated effectively and in
the brief shoot-out, one ter-
rorist got killed,” a police
spokesman said.

The police identified the
slain militant as Javed Ah-
mad Wani, a resident of Kul-
gam.

“As per the police re-
cords, the killed terrorist
was part of a group involved
in killing of two non-local
people in the Wanpoh area
of Kulgam along with the
terrorist Gulzar, who was
neutralised on October 20,”
the police said.

Incriminating materials
and arms and ammunition,
including a pistol, a loaded
magazine and a Pakistan-
branded grenade, were re-
covered from the slain terro-
rist, the police added.

On the basis of a preli-
minary investigation, the
slain terrorist was a “hybrid
type” and was on a mission
to target one shopkeeper in
Baramulla, Inspector-Gen-
eral of Police Vijay Kumar
said.

cating this may make up for
some of the compensation
shortfall still pending for
2020-21.

Expenditure planning

“It is expected that this re-
lease will help the States and
Union Territories in plan-
ning their public expendi-
ture among other things, for
improving health infrastruc-
ture and taking up infras-
tructure projects,” the Minis-
try said, emphasising that
the release of funds was

J&K students
roughed up
at Agra court

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW

Three Kashmiri students
who were arrested for alleg-
edly hailing the Pakistan
cricket team’s victory over
India in the T20 World Cup
2021 match, were on Thurs-
day roughed up and heckled
by a group of men outside a
court in Agra when they
were being produced before
a magistrate.

A woman Government
employee was terminated
from service for “disloyalty
towards nation” at Rajouri
in the Pir Panjal valley of
Jammu on Thursday after
her WhatsApp status alleg-
edly celebrated the Pakistan
team’s victory.

An FIR had been lodged
against Arsheed Yousuf, In-
ayat Altaf Sheikh and Show-
kat Ahmed Ganai for alleg-
edly posting a WhatsApp
status message praising Pa-
kistan after India’s defeat.

Key US. lawmakers bat for
CAATSA sanctions waiver

India likely to take delivery of S-400 from Russia soon

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN
WASHINGTON DC

Key lawmakers continue to
voice their support for a
sanctions waiver for India
for its purchase of the S-400
missile defence system from
Russia. India is likely to be-
gin taking delivery of the
S-400 in November, poten-
tially activating U.S. sanc-
tions under a 2017 law,
Countering America’s Ad-
versaries Through Sanctions
Act (CAATSA).

Senate India Caucus Co-
Chair John Cornyn and Mike
Waltz, a member on the
House Armed Services Com-
mittee and vice-chair of the
Congressional India Caucus,
were among the lawmakers
who have addressed the is-
sue this week. Their com-
ments were made on Wed-
nesday evening at a virtually
held event, organised by the
U.S. India Business Council
and the U.S. India Friend-
ship Council.

Congressman Brad Sher-
man, a California Democrat
and Co-Chair of the Congres-
sional India Caucus, also
spoke of the strength of In-
dia-U.S. ties.

History of procurement
Mr. Waltz said he cognized
New Delhi’s history of pro-
curement (from Russia) and
India’s desire to have diversi-
ty in its weapons systems,
noting that the situation is
difficult.

He said the U.S. Congress
was working through “what
the next steps are” — in
terms of dealing with CAAT-

Balancing act: Taking delivery of the S-400 can potentially
activate U.S. sanctions under the 2017 law. =arp

SA in the Indian context and
that he did not want a Tur-
key-type situation.

“So I don’t want to get
ahead of that. But I'll tell you
what I want to avoid is the
situation where we are with
Turkey right now,“ he said
suggesting that India and the
U.S. keep the dialogue open
— either at the Congressional
level or at the 2+2 level (the
next meeting between the
Foreign and Defence Minis-
ters will be held in early De-
cember in Washington).

Turkey, a NATO ally, was
expelled from the American
F-35 programme (a consorti-
um to build the aircraft) af-
ter it began accepting S-400
shipments in 2019. President
Joe Biden said in July Turkey
will face further sanctions if
it bought major equipment
from Moscow.

“I don't think we’re
anywhere close to that yet.
But I do think we need to
find some off-ramps and find
some ways to move in a
more positive direction,” Mr.
Waltz said. The congress-
man co-authored, with U.S
Ambassador to the U.N. Nik-

ki Haley, an op-ed in Foreign
Policy earlier this week sug-
gesting that the U.S. enter in-
to a formal alliance with In-
dia. Ms. Haley, an Indian
American, is considered a
possible 2024 GOP candi-
date for the White House.

The op-ed argued that In-
dia could help keep “a
watchful eye on Afghanis-
tan” and “keep track of Chi-
na’s southern flank”. The
authors also suggested that a
formal alliance with India
would enable the U.S. to ac-
cess Afghanistan via India’s
Farkhor Air Base in
Tajikistan.

India has not publicly ex-
pressed interest in a formal
security alliance with the
U.S. or any other country.

Also on Wednesday, Mr.
Cornyn, a Texas Republican,
said the possibility of sanc-
tions remained “one of the
biggest threats” to the bilat-
eral relationship. He pointed
out that India had taken “sig-
nificant steps” to reduce its
reliance on Russian military
equipment and had shown
an interest in purchasing
more arms from the U.S.

“frontloaded” as States have
a very important role to play
in effectively managing the
COVID-19 pandemic and
stepping up capital expendi-
ture.

ICRA chief economist Adi-
ti Nayar said the early re-
lease of the GST compensa-
tion loans will help States
avoid a bunching up of
spending plans towards the
end of the year and should
help to compress the size of
the State Development loan
auctions in the immediate
term leading to a modest
cooling of bond yields.

“One-third of the loan
amount has been provided
to just four States, namely
Karnataka, = Maharashtra,
Gujarat and Punjab. This
highlights the looming struc-
tural shock faced by those
states with a high depen-
dence on GST compensa-
tion, after the original transi-
tion and compensation
period of five years ends,”
Ms. Nayar said.

Apollo wants Jaya panel

Vinod Rai apologises
to Sanjay Nirupam

Allegation in spectrum allocation case

STAFF REPORTER
PUNE

Seven years after he alleged
that Congress leader and
former MP Sanjay Nirupam
had pressured him in con-
nection with the 2G spec-
trum allocation case, form-
er Comptroller and
Auditor-General (CAG) Vi-
nod Rai has tendered an
“unconditional apology” to
Mr. Nirupam.

In 2014, Mr. Rai, in the
course of interviews to the
media, named Mr. Nirupam
as one of the MPs who re-
portedly pressured him to
keep former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s name
out of his report on the 2G
spectrum allocation case.
The interviews were broad-
cast and published at the
time of the release of Mr.
Rai’s 2014 book, Not Just an
Accountant: The Diary of
the Nation’s Conscience
Keeper.

In a video statement, Mr.
Nirupam, commenting on
Mr. Rai’s unconditional
apology, remarked that it
was a “golden day”.

proceedings quashed

They reek of bias, Supreme Court told

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Apollo Hospitals urged the
Supreme Court on Thursday
to quash the inquiry pro-
ceedings before the Justice
(retired) A. Arumughaswamy
Commission into the death of
former Tamil Nadu Chief Mi-
nister Jayalalithaa.
Submitting before a Bench
of Justices Abdul S. Nazeer
and Krishna Murari, senior
advocate Aryama Sundaram,
assisted by advocate Rohini
Musa, said the proceedings
reeked of bias and violation
of the principles of natural

: justice. “When there is a rea-

sonable apprehension of
bias, there is no question of
Your Lordships saying ‘we
will tell him to behave in the
future’... I am seeking quash-
ing of the proceedings,” Mr.
Sundaram submitted on be-
half of the Chennai hospital.
The senior lawyer said the

right to protect one’s reputa-
tion against bias allows one
to challenge an inquiry even
before the Commission sub-
mits its report. Lack of bias is
part of the principles of natu-
ral justice. “Fair hearing is by
a person who has no interest
in the lis (suit),” he
submitted.

“We have seen the Com-
mission file an application
before itself, file a reply and
hear the application... Is that
not being a judge of his own
cause?” Mr. Sundaram asked.

At an earlier hearing, the
court had wondered whether
the Commission had “vir-
tually become a judge of his
Oown cause” or an “umpire
playing the game himself”.
Mr. Sundaram had said the
reputation of the premier
Chennai hospital was “blight-
ed overnight” by the Com-
mission who took a tangent
which was “unbelievable”.

“Pegasus sold only

to governments

Israel envoy won' say if India bought it

SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI

Accusing Iran of ‘destabilis-
ing’ the West Asian region,
the Israeli Ambassador to
India said the newly an-
nounced India-Israel-UAE-
U.S. quadrilateral was an
outcome of the “Abraham
Accords” that saw Israel and
the UAE establish diplomat-
ic ties, which were the result
of “common concerns”
about Iran’s role in the re-
gion.

Ambassador Naor Gilon
told the media here that
during his visit to Israel, Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar had also put for-
ward India’s interests in
Iran, as a neighbour and a
country that facilitates In-
dian connectivity to Central
Asia and Afghanistan, but
that all four countries
shared ‘similar’ evaluation
of events.

A day after the Supreme
Court asked an expert com-
mittee to enquire into alle-
gations of hacking using an
Israeli software Pegasus, the
Ambassador also empha-
sised that the software
could only have been sold to
a Government, but wouldn’t
comment on which Govern-
ment or whether the Indian
Government has contacted
the Embassy or the Israeli
Government to enquire into
the sale of the software.

“The Abraham Accords
have a huge potential for Is-
rael and the region, and in a
way, I believe Iran has a lot
to do with this, with the fear
and the sentiment in the re-
gion about its role,” Mr. Gi-

Naor Gilon

lon said to a specific ques-
tion about the road map
ahead of the new quadrilat-
eral arrangement.

“We are very much aware
that India has its own inter-
ests on Afghanistan and
Iran. They were put forward
by [EAM Jaishankar],” Mr.
Gilon said. “I think in dis-
cussions between countries,
each country has its own in-
terest and then you see how
it all settles down in time. Is-
rael was very clear about
Iran, and [India] spoke
about India’s interests... As
said before, many of the
evaluations, of what’s hap-
pening are similar,” he
stressed.

Military issues

‘Mr. Gilon, however, denied
that there were any discus-
sions about military issues
during the hybrid confe-
rence between Mr. Jaishan-
kar, U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken and the Fo-
reign Ministers of Israel and
the UAE held on October 18,
and that the quadrilateral
cooperation was ‘positive’
and not aimed at any

country.
»

In the affidavit (notarised
on October 23), Mr. Rai said
he had made certain state-
ments against Mr. Nirupam
in September 2014 in media
interviews aired on the
Times Now news channel,
and published in media pu-
blications, including news
papers such as The Times of
India and The Indian Ex-
press, subsequent to the
launch of his book.

“I have realised that in
answers to questions posed
to me by the interviewers, I
had inadvertently and
wrongly mentioned the
name of Shri Sanjay Niru-
pam as one of the MPs, who
pressurised me to keep the
then Prime Minister Dr Man-
mohan Singh’s name out of
the CAG report on the 2G
spectrum allocation during
the meetings in the PAC (Pu-
blic Accounts Committee)
or the sidelines of the JPC
(Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittee) etc,” Mr. Rai stated
in the affidavit, adding that
the statements televised and
published were “factually
incorrect”.

IN BRIEF

—

BJP takes on Congress
over Internet shutdowns
NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Thursday hit out
against the Congress
government in Rajasthan
over Internet shutdowns in
the State, saying four
shutdowns in the past month
caused a loss of ¥800 crore.
At a press conference here,
BJP spokesperson
Rajyavardhan Rathore cited a
tweet by Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi in 2019 that
said the Centre had no right
to shutdown the Internet, in
the context of J&K.

Moin Qureshi's voice
sample to be collected
NEW DELHI

The CBI has been given
permission by a city court to
collect the voice sample of
meat exporter Moin Qureshi
as part of the probe into
corruption allegations against
him and others. In February
2017, the CBI had registered
the case against Mr. Qureshi,
along with his childhood
friend and the agency's
former chief, A.P. Singh, for
allegedly accepting money to
get favours from public
servants holding key posts in
government agencies. The
case was made on the basis of
information provided by the
Enforcement Directorate.

11 killed as mini-bus falls
into deep gorge in Doda
JAMMU

Eleven people travellingona
mini-bus were killed and 14
injured when the vehicle
skidded off the road and
rolled down into a deep
gorge on the Batote-Kishtwar
highway in Doda district of
Jammu and Kashmir on
Thursday, officials said. The
mini-bus, which was on its
way from Thathri to Doda, fell
into the gorge near Soi-Gwari,
they added. The driver, who
was also among the dead,
reportedly lost control of the
vehicle and it fell downhill on
the banks of the Chenab river
early in the morning, the
officials said.

Law Ministry elevates 7
advocates as HC judges
NEW DELHI

The Law Ministry on Thursday
notified the appointment of
five new judges to the Punjab
and Haryana High Court and
two new judges to the
Rajasthan High Court. The
seven new appointees were
advocates before being
elevated as judges, according
to a release by the
Department of Justice in the
Law Ministry. Those
appointed as Additional
Judges to Punjab and Haryana
High Court include advocates
Vikas Suri, Sandeep Moudgil,
Vinod Sharma (Bhardwaj),
Pankaj Jain and Jasjit Singh
Bedi. Advocates Kumari
Rekha Borana and Sameer
Jain have been elevated to
the Rajasthan HC.
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Arunachal CM
VISIts troops
along border

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Arunachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Pema Khandu and
top State officials visited
the troops along India’s
border with Tibet, includ-
ing Yangtse, where Chi-
nese troops reportedly in-
filtrated a few days ago.

A Government spokes-
person said the Chief Mi-
nister trekked to the re-
mote outposts in Tawang
district primarily to boost
the morale of the soldiers
and thank them for forcing
the People’s Liberation Ar-
my personnel to withdraw
from Indian territory. A
face-off between Indian
and Chinese soldiers was
reported at the Yangtse
border post recently.

Yangtse was the first
post the Chief Minister vi-
sited after starting his
three-day trip on October
24. He touched Tse Chu,
Mago and Thingbu villages
along the border.

China rejects concerns over border law

India fears that the new law will be used as a pretext to formalise the recent military moves

ANANTH KRISHNAN
HONG KONG

A day after India expressed
strong concerns over a new
land border law to be passed
by China, Beijing on Thurs-
day said it hoped “relevant
countries” would not make
“wanton speculation over
normal legislation”.

India said on Wednesday
the new Chinese land boun-
dary law, to come into effect
on January 1, should not be
used to justify Beijing's ac-
tions along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) and expressed
“concern” over the law.

The law, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) said,
also should not be used as a
“pretext” to formalise any of
the Chinese military’s recent
moves, from amassing thou-
sands of troops in forward
areas to carrying out multi-
ple transgressions in viola-
tion of past border agree-
ments.

The MEA said China’s “un-
ilateral decision to bring

India-EU trade talks to

resume by December
It is likely to rival China’s BRI strategy

DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

After an eight-year hiatus,
India and the European Un-
ion (EU) are set to resume
negotiations for a Bilateral
Trade and Investment
Agreement (BTIA) by De-
cember, according to a Go-
vernment official.

Another official termed
the India-EU connectivity
partnership, announced in
May, as a “counterfoil” to
other such initiatives in an
indirect reference to China’s
Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI).

“India-EU trade talks are
set to start anytime by end
of the year... We have prior-
itised and discussions will
now go forward. It will be
comprehensive talks,” the
official said on the sidelines
of a report launch on
Thursday.

He was speaking at the
launch of the report ‘India-
EU Connectivity: Partner-

Cong. braces
up for bypolls
in northeast

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The Congress’s bid to
bounce back after reverses
would be put to test across
the nine Assembly seats in
three northeastern States
where byelections would
be held on October 30.

The campaign for the
constituencies ended on
Wednesday evening.

The Congress is the only
political party contesting
all nine seats — five in As-
sam, three in Meghalaya
and one in Nagaland.

The party received a set-
back in Assam after its Mar-
iani MLA and his Thowra
counterpart quit to join the
BJP. They are now the BJP
candidates  for  these
constituencies.

In Meghalaya, the Con-
gress hopes to retain its
two seats and add the third
to its tally of 17 in the 60-
member House.

ship for Development, De-
mand and Democracy’ or-
ganised by the think tank
Research and Information
System (RIS) for Developing
Countries.

“Emphasis on our values,
inclusiveness and transpa-
rency, local environment,
avoiding debt trap... These
may not find mention in the
partnership but they were
part of our discussions and
we have been careful to in-
fuse elements of it...,” said
Sandeep Chakravorty, Joint
Secretary (EW), Ministry of
External Affairs, in an indi-
rect reference to China’s
Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) which has come under
criticism for creating debt
traps on smaller countries.

Negotiations for a similar
pact with U.K. are expected
to kick off from November 1,
with both sides looking for-
ward to firming up offers for
an early harvest pact by the
end of this month.

0 The main purpose
for formulating and
promulgating this law

is to further coordinate

and strengthen boundary

management and advance
international cooperation in
relevant fields

WANG WENBIN
CHINESE FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESPERSON

about a legislation which can
have implications on our ex-
isting bilateral arrange-
ments... is of concern to us.”

Development projects

The border law designates
various responsibilities for
the Chinese military and lo-
cal authorities in frontier
areas, calling on the military
to carry out drills and for lo-
cal governments to step up
border development pro-
jects. Among those projects
are construction of civilian
settlements called frontier
villages in disputed areas
along the India and Bhutan

borders.

Responding to India’s con-
cerns, the Chinese Foreign
Ministry said on Thursday it
“hopes relevant countries
will abide by norms of inter-
national relations and refrain
from wanton speculations
on China’s normal domestic
legislation.”

Its spokesperson Wang
Wenbin stated, “The Nation-
al Land Boundary Law was
adopted at the 31st Session of
the Standing Committee of
the Thirteenth National Peo-
ple's Congress of China on
October 23. On the same day,
President Xi Jinping signed

Order No. 99 of the President
of the People's Republic of
China and issued the docu-
ment, which is proclaimed
to be enforced from January
1,2022”

Boundary management
“This law consists of seven
chapters and 62 articles. It
stipulates clearly the leader-
ship system and division of
duties among different de-
partments as well as bet-
ween military and civilian
authorities. It also offers
clear provisions regarding
delineation and demarcation
of national land boundaries,
defense and management of
national land boundaries
and borders, and interna-
tional cooperation in nation-
al land boundary affairs,” he
added.

He stressed that the “main
purpose for formulating and
promulgating this law is to
further coordinate, regulate
and strengthen boundary
management and advance

international cooperation in
relevant fields.”

Mr. Wang added, “It will
not affect China’s com-
pliance with existing treaties
related to national land
boundary affairs China has
already signed or change
China’s current mode of
boundary management and
cooperation with countries
sharing a land boundary
with it. Nor will it alter Chi-
na’s position and proposi-
tion on relevant boundary
issues.”

MEA response

The MEA on Wednesday not-
ed that “unilateral moves”
would have “no bearing” on
agreements reached pre-
viously by the two sides. Ma-
ny of those agreements are,
however, under strain in the
wake of the Chinese mili-
tary’s moves along the LAC
last year, with the crisis in
eastern Ladakh as yet unre-
solved after multiple rounds
of talks.

BJP to contest all 117 Punjab seats

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Thursday sounded
the poll bugle by announc-
ing that it would contest all
117 seats in Punjab in the
2022 Assembly election, a
day after former Chief Minis-
ter and Congress leader
Amarinder Singh declared
he would float a political par-
ty, and hinted at a “seat ar-
rangement” with the BJP, if
the farmers’ protest was
resolved.

In the run-up to the polls,
the BJP, at an event here, an-
nounced its plan to reach the
people in the State with the
slogan ‘Nawan Punjab - BJP
de naal’ (New Punjab with
BIP).

Even as the BJP kicked off
its campaign and its leaders
asserted that the Govern-
ment at the Centre was open
for talks with farmers on the
farm laws, the focus of the
party seems to be on issues
revolving around the Sikh

)
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Mobilising support: The BJP strategy seems to be garnering
the support of the Sikh community. =riLe pHoTO

community and national
security.

Sikh interests

As it has been facing a back-
lash on the controversial
farm laws, the BJP’s appa-
rent strategy for now looks
to garner the support of the
Sikh community by present-
ing itself as the party, which
during the past seven years
at the Centre, has worked to-
wards their interests — be it
the initiative to start the Kar-

tarpur corridor, which con-
nects the Kartarpur Sahib
gurdwara in Pakistan with
the Dera Baba Nanak shrine
in Gurdaspur district, waiv-
ing of the Goods and Servic-
es Tax (GST) from ‘langar’
(community kitchen) or
granting Foreign Contribu-
tion Regulation Act (FCRA)
registration to Gurdwara
Harmandir Sahib (Golden
Temple), enabling it to re-
ceive foreign donations.

The “national security” is-

sue is all set to get promi-
nence during the party’s
campaign amid recent inci-
dents of drug smuggling and
drones carrying weapons
from across the Internation-
al Border. The party has
made it clear that the
Centre’s decision of extend-
ing the jurisdiction of the
Border Security Force (BSF)
from 15 km to 50 km along
the border was taken as “na-
tional security” can’t be
compromised.

Launching the campaign,
Union Minister and election
in-charge of Punjab Gajen-
dra Singh Shekhawat said
the party would create histo-
ry by forming the next go-
vernment in the State.

Mr. Shekhawat said the
BJP will give due political re-
cognition to every segment
of society and hit out at the
Congress, the Shiromani
Akali Dal and the Aam Aad-
mi Party accusing them of ig-
noring the State and its peo-
ple’s interests over the years.

Action against MPs
on RS ruckus pending

Two months since incident happened

SOBHANA K. NAIR
NEW DELHI

More than two months after
eight Ministers, at a joint
press conference, accused
the Opposition of assaulting
security officials on the last
day of the monsoon session
of Parliament, there has
been no disciplinary action
against anyone. The Rajya
Sabha Secretariat reached a
stalemate after the Congress
and a few other parties re-
fused to be part of a probe
committee.

Sources indicated that
there was unlikely to be any
action against the “errant”
MPs ahead of the winter ses-
sion from November 29. The
issue will be taken up during
the customary all-party
meeting ahead of the ses-
sion.

On August 11, during the
passage of the contentious
Insurance Bill, which 22 Op-
position parties had de-
manded be sent to a select
committee for further scru-
tiny, there was a physical
tussle between the Opposi-
tion members and the se-
curity staff. The very next
day, the eight Ministers ac-
cused the Opposition of
“bringing anarchy from the
streets to Parliament”. Cabi-
net Ministers Piyush Goyal,
Dharmendra Pradhan, Pral-
had Joshi, Bhupendra Ya-
dav, Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
and Anurag Thakur and Mi-
nisters of State for Parlia-

M. Venkaiah Naidu's decision
to form a committee was
rejected by the Opposition.

mentary Affairs Arjun Ram
Meghwal and V. Muraleedh-
aran sought the “strongest
possible action against
those who broke the rules”.

The Rajya Sabha Secreta-
riat has already completed
its internal examination and
studied the precedents of
action taken in similar cas-
es. House Chairman M. Ven-
kaiah Naidu wanted to con-
stitute a special committee
with members from all par-
ties to investigate the August
11 events. But Leader of the
Opposition Mallikarjun
Kharge, on behalf of the
Congress, declined to join
such a committee. In a letter
addressed to Mr. Naidu on
September 9, he said such a
committee seemed to be de-
signed to intimidate the MPs
into silence. Since then, the
probe has come to a grind-
ing halt and Mr. Naidu’s of-
fice is left exploring the next
course of action.

Centre proposes stricter
regulations for CWC

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Individuals who receive fo-
reign aid in their personal
capacity or as members of
an organisation will not be
eligible for the membership
of Child Welfare Commit-
tees (CWCs), the Centre has
proposed.

The Ministry of Women
and Child Development on
Thursday invited comments
from stakeholders to the
draft amendments to Juve-
nile Justice Model Rules,

2016. This follows the pas-
sage of the Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of Chil-
dren) (JJ) Amendment Bill,
2021, in Parliament earlier
this year to empower Dis-
trict Magistrates (DMs) to is-
sue adoption orders which
would ensure speedy dispo-
sal of cases.

The draft rules also em-
power the central adoption
agency CARA to issue No
Objection Certificates (NOC)
for adoptions by NRIs and
OCIs.

NOTICE

Notice inviting applications for appointment to the post of Vice-Chancellor,
Pt. Govind Ballabh Pant University of Agriculture and Technology, Pant Nagar,
Udham Singh Nagar, Uttarakhand-263145

It is proposed to appoint a Vice-Chancellor for the G.B. Pant University of
Agriculture and Technology, Pant Nagar, Udhamsingh Nagar, Uttarakhand. A Search
Committee has been set-up to draw a panel of names for appointment to the post of
Vice-Chancellor of the University.

As the Vice-Chancellor is the Principal executive and academic officer of the
University, he/she is required to have sound administrative acumen besides being
an eminent professional and a distinguished academician. He/She must be a person
of integrity, vision and foresight to lead the University to heights of academic
excellence. He should have at least ten years of experience as Professor in a
University system or 10 years of experience in an equivalent position in a reputed
research or academic organization in the field of Teaching, Research or Extension in
Agriculture or allied areas.

Experience in Senior Management positions in the areas mentioned above will be
considered as a desirable qualification.

The Vice-Chancellor shall hold office for a term of three years from the date on
which he enters office subject to the age of his superannuation. The age of the
applicant should not be more than 67 years as on the closing date (30th November
2021) for receipt of application. Applications from the interested candidates are
invited in the prescribed format available on website www.gbpuat.ac.in.

The Last date for receiving the application is set as 30th November 2021 either by
speed-post/in person (as per address given below) or online to the following email id:
pssecretary76@gmail.com. The applications received after due date will not be
considered and representations on it will be summarily rejected.

(Dr. R. Meenakshi Sundaram)

Secretary, Agriculture and Farmers welfare
Vishwakarma Bhawan, Room No. 201, Secretariat,
4-Subhash Road, Dehradun-248001

E-mail- pssecretary76@gmail.com
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“Stop Corona:

DELHI JAL BOARD

% (Govt. of N.C.T. of Delhi)

™y OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (C) DR. VIl

Yamuna Vihar Sewage Treatment Plant

(Adjoining Dr. Ambedkar College), Delhi- 110 094

Phone: 011-22813593, Email: - eecdr8@gmail.com
Wash Your Hand,

Wear Mask,
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Maintain Social Distancin

PRESS NIT No. 01 (2021-22) EE(C) Dr-VIlI Re-invite

( )
UT OF LAKSHADWEEP
LAKSHADWEEP DEVELOPMENT

CORPORATION LIMITED
(A GOVT. OF INDIA UNDERTAKING)
Ph: 0484 2323448/458
Web: www.ldcl.gov.in
E-mail : amindivi@asianetindia.com

LDCL is inviting E-Tenders from
leading P&l Insurance Clubs or in
the list of Non-IG Insurance
companies approved by DG
Shipping being valid though out
the period of the insurance cover
in two bid systems for P&l
Insurance cover for 25 vessels
listed in this tender document for
the period from 19.11.2021 to
19.11.2022. Tender document can
be downloaded from https://
tendersutl.gov.in/nicgep/app.

Forany help in e-tendering, please
contact e-tender help Desk:
01204001005, 01206277787, and
01204001002, 8136929319. For
teneder clarification, please
contact help Desk : 9446073122 /

9447407653.

S. |Name of work Estimated Con- |Earnest Tender pro- Date of release of Last date/time
No. tract Value (ECV)/ |Money (EMD) |cessing Fee |Tender/Tender Id. of receipt of
Amount put to (Rs.) Non Refunda- tender
tender (Rs.) ble (Rs.)
1 |Construction of NIT
3.85 (MGD) WWPS (Lump Sum) (Declaration 1500/- 2021_DJB_210227_1 |25.11.2021
including Rising Main  |DBO Basis form to be Dated 28.10.2021 upto 3:00 PM
at Harsh Vihar filled)

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 530 (2021-22)

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

Executive Engineer(C) DR-VIII

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF N.C.T. DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (PROJECT) W-IX, ASHOK VIHAR, OVERHEAD TANK: DELHI-110052

Tel: 011-27303265 Email id: projectwater9@gmail.com
“STOP CORONA: WEAR MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING, MAINTAIN HAND HYGIENE”

N.LT. No. 02(2021-22)

h b (A GOVERNMENT OF KERALA UNDERTAKING)
KS/ Keston Road | Kowdiar | Thiruvananthapuram - 695 003
s lﬂc Ph: 0471 - 2318922 | Fax: 0471- 2315893 | E- mail: enquiry@ksi il.org

NOTICE INVITING REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
Kerala State Industrial Development Corporation (KSIDC) on behalf of Kerala Life Sciences Industries Park
Private Limited invites Request For Proposal (RFP) from competent consultants for the following assignment:

Sl Typeof | EMD Time of
No. Name of Work Tender | (Rs.) | C {
Carry out feasibility study, prepare detailed project report and Item 14
1. | undertake project for ishinga common| Rate |25,000/- months
STP cum ETP at Life Sciences Park, Ti Thi Quote

The last date for submission of application is 3:00 p.m. on 25.11.2021. For more details kindly visit www.ksidc.org.
Thiruvananthapuram

29.10.2021 MANAGING DIRECTOR

Office of the Chief Engineer ~ e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

: (| TIRUMALA TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS:TIRUPATI

Adv.No.39/D3/CE/TTD/2021-22 27/10/2021
e-tenders invited on e-procurement for One (01) work of TTD Engineering Dept.

INDIRN INSTITUTE OF SCIENGE EDUCATION AND RESEARCH MOHALI
Sector-81, Knowledge City, P.0. Manauli, S.A.S. Nagar, Mohali, Punjab-140306
Website: www.iisermohali.ac.in
PhD Admissions (January 2022 session)
Applications are invited from prospective candidates for admission to
the PhD Program at ISER Mohali in the areas of Biological Sciences,
Chemical Sciences, Physical Sciences, Mathematical Sciences, Earth
& Environmental Sciences and Humanities & Social Sciences, for the
session beginning in January 2022. Candidates interested in pursuing
research ininterdisciplinary areas are also encouraged to apply.
Eligibility Criteria, Other details and Application procedure: The
details of eligibility criteria, online application form and application
procedure are available at
https://lwww.iisermohali.ac.infadmissions/phd-program-jan-2022
Last date: The online application facility will be open till 12.00 noon,
November 10,2021 (Wednesday).

Estimate Download
Amount Schedule |End Date &
S| N T A S L L T R IS B 120N ANDHRA PRADESH POWER GENERATION CORPORATION LTD
e for o | StartDate | forbid | |G VIDYUTH SOUDHA: VIJAYAWADA
1| 2 3 4 5 6 NIT No. 610000876/APGENCO0/2021
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER-1Il APGENCO invites tender for the work of “Manufacture & Supply of 960Nos. mill
1 | 36/ | Supply erection and commi- | 650.00  |28-10-2021|15-11-2021| | liners in Hi-Chrome composition for the Ball Tube mills of type BBD 4760 of
SE- | ssioning of compound catle | 9 Months | 5.00p.m. | 1.00pm. | | DrNTTPS” through APGENCO e-Procurement platform. Estimated Value of
e ety & Contract: Rs. 1,09,87,810/- Bid Schedule available date & time: from 27.10.2021
TTD/" | years with one year warranty 3.00p.m. | | onwards. Bid submission closing date & time: 15:00 Hrs on 18.11.2021. For further
22221’ perlod In S.V. thsam- details visit website www.apgenco.gov.in o https:/etender.apgenco.gov.in
sala, Tirupati.

Note: For full details log on to the website https://tender.apeprocurement.gov.in. /
or http://www.apeprocurement.gov.in.

Roc.No.PR4/13935/Adv.No.212/PR0/2021/Dated:28-10-2021 EXECUTIVE OFFICER

N RAJIV GANDHI UNIVERSITY OF KNOWLEDGE TECHNOLOGIES

(Established through Act No.18 of 2008)

e
Ref.No: RGUKT-AP/e-Proc/SA/Laplops/ET13/2021,
RGUKT-APTemporaryiContract Faculty Recrultment/2021 ’ Date 29.10.2021

E-PROCUREMENT - TENDER NOTICE
1. Online tenders are hereby invited from OEM/ authorzed representatives of the
OEM for supply and installation of 10,000 Laptops tothe RGUKT four cempuses
Interested bidders can download and submit bids online from 29.10.2021, 11:00
AM through hitps:/ftender.apeprocurement.gov.in (AP Portal)
NOTIFICATION

2. RGUKT Invites applications for coniract faculty positions from eligible
candidates in various disciplines on temporary basis for its constituent
institutions for the academic year 2021-22. Interested candidates can apply
through online link avaitable at univarsity websita on or before 05:00 PM on

18,11.2021, For further details please visit the university website: www.rgukt.in
sd/-
Registrar (i/e)

ANDHRA PRADESH, INDLA

3 OVERNMEN O A
Wl GROUNL i R D
NATIONAL HYDROLOGY PROJECT
E-TENDER NOTICE IFB No: TSGW/NHP/2021-22/DWLRs/2284
The following online tender is invited by Ground Water Department, Hyderabad from eligible bidders under
National Competitive Bidding (NCB). Details : Supply, Installation, Testing, Commissioning and Maintenance of
695 Nos. Digital Water Level Recorders (DWLRs) (hydrostatic pressure type) with Telemetry System in existing
piezometers of Ground Water Department, Telangana. Important Dates : Start Date of Download: 30/10/2021
(10.30hrs) Last Date of Submission: 10/12/2021 (15.00hrs) Date of Pre-bid Meeting: 10/11/2021 (11.30hrs). The
detailed IFB is available on the e-procurement website https:fe . gov.in/ epr fapp (Tender ID:
2021_GWDTS_654715_1), https:/igwd.telangana.gov.in and NHP website http:/inhp.mowr.gov.in

OLNAR RSN TR SRR Sd- Director & Nodal Officer, NHP Ground Water Department

DAR

: ANDHRA PRADESH FOREST Vs
j DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED
(A Government of Andhra Pradesh Undertaking)
Head Office : Sri Venkateswara Arcade, 6/1 Annapurna Nagar East,

Amaravathi Road, Gorantla, GUNTUR-522034, A.P.,
Phone: 0863-2223600, 2223700, 2223800, Website: www.apfdcl.com
Email: vemd_apfdc@yahoo.co.in, vemd.apfdcl@gmail.com

diameter MS pipe line in the left
out portion at Bhagya Vihar in
the raw water main of Dwarka
WTP under EE(Project)W-I1X

SN |Name of Work Amount Put to |Earnest | Tender Date of Last date/time | Tender ID
Tender (Rs.) |Money Fees (Rs.) |Release of of submission of
(Rs.) (non-refund-| Tender in tender through
able) e-procurement |e-procurement
solution solution
1 |Laying and jointing 1500 mm 12,47,06,723/- | Exempted | 1500/- 27.10.2021 19.11.2021 upto (2021_DJB_210297_1

03:00 PM

http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 531 (2021-22)

Note: Any further amendment/corrigendum made in this NIT will be uploaded and can only be seen on website

(Naresh Kumar Dargan)
Executive Engineer (Project) Water-1X

Ref.No.OP.001/EPW/2021-22/804 Date : 27-10-2021
Sale of about 3.94 lakh MTs of Eucalyptus debarked pulpwood anticipated
from (63) Units of Eucalyptus Plantations of A.P. Forest Development Corporation
Limited, proposed to be held through e-Tender cum e Auction on "Konugolu"
a Govt. of Andhra Pradesh e-Portal i.e., "https://lwww.konugolu.ap.gov.in"
from 11.00 hrs to 13.00 hrs (1t spell) and from 14.00 hrs to 16.00 hrs
(2" spell) on 09* of November, 2021. Units remaining unsold / unconfirmed
will be exposed again on 18" of November, 2021, 25" of November, 2021
& 02 of December 2021. For More details please visit the websites :
https://www.konugolu.ap.gov.in & https://lwww.apfdcl.com.

DIPR 450PP/CL, Dt.28.10.2021 Sd/- Vice Chairman and Managing Director

EUCALYPTUS DEBARKED PULPWOOD SALE NOTICE

.aof .. Bangalore Metro Rail 7&=

4™ Corporation Limited
(A Joint Venture of Gol & GoK)
e-Mail: bmrcl@dataone.in Website: www.bmrc.co.in
No: BMRCL/WHTD,HBGD&KTND/M&P-L22 Date: 28.10.2021

TENDER NOTIFICATION

BMRCL invites sealed Tenders from eligible Manufacturers
or Indian subsidiary of the manufacturer or authorized Indian
manufacturer of the OEM as a sole Tenderer or as a Joint
Venture/Consortium (group) through Local Competitive
Bidding (LCB) for “Design, Manufacture, Supply,
Installation, Testing and Commissioning of Road cum
Rail Vehicle with Re-Railing Equipment for Whitefield,
Hebbagodi and Kothanur Depots of BMRCL Phase-ll
Project” under Single Stage, Two Cover system. Cost of
Tender documents (non-refundable): INR 29,500/-
[25,000+4,500 (GST@18%)]. Online sale of Documents:
From 30.10.2021 until midnight of 20.11.2021. Last date
of seeking clarification: 23.11.2021. Pre-bid meeting:
26.11.2021. Submission of Tenders: 18.12.2021 from
11.00 Hrs. (IST) to 15.00 Hrs. (IST). Opening of Tenders:
18.12.2021 at 15.30 Hrs. (IST). For further details visit our
website: www.bmrc.co.in

el -

Sd/- Managing Director
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MHA extends COVID-19
guidelines till Nov. 30
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) extended the
COVID-19 guidelines issued
under the Disaster
Management Act till
November 30. The MHA
asked the States to take
relevant action under various
provisions of the Act for
strict implementation of
containment measures.

J&K govt. transfers

65.5 acres to CRPF
SRINAGAR

The Jammu and Kashmir
administration on Thursday
transferred over 524 kanals
(65.5 acres) of land for CRPF
personnel and their families
stationed in the Valley. A
government spokesman said
the Administrative Council
(AC), headed by Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha, has
approved the proposal of
transfer of 524 kanal and 11
marla of land in favour of the
CRPF “for establishing
battalion camping sites". "The
land will be transferred
against the payment as per
the Stamp Duty Rates
notified for the year, 2021. It
will provide for safe and
proper accommodation to
CRPF personnel and their
families,” a spokesman said.

Islamabad protests
killing of Pak. prisoner
SRINAGAR

Pakistan on Thursday
registered a protest with the
Indian Foreign Office in
Islamabad over the killing of
Zia Mustafa, a Pakistani
civilian prisoner, in the Pir
Panjal valley's Poonch Sector.
"The Indian Charge d'Affaires
was summoned to the
(Pakistan) Foreign Office
today and a strong protest
was lodged on the reported
killing of a Pakistani civilian
prisoner Mustafa, who was in
Indian custody since 2003," a
Pakistan government
spokesman said. He said
Islamabad urged the Indian
government to undertake a
transparent investigation and
hold the perpetrators to
account.

Manish Gupta case: SC to
urgently list plea

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday agreed to urgently
list for hearing a plea made by
the wife of Kanpur
businessman Manish Gupta,
who died from injuries
sustained after being
allegedly thrashed by the
police in his Gorakhpur hotel
room. In an urgent
mentioning made before a
Bench led by Chief Justice of
India N.V. Ramana, Meenakshi
Gupta's lawyer said the Uttar
Pradesh Government had
recommended the case for
investigation by the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI).
However, the agency was yet
to take over the probe. “The
lady is running from
pillar-to-post,” the lawyer
submitted.

INTERVIEW | BHUPENDER YADAV

‘We will discuss access to technology and finance at COP26

Union Environment Minister says India will demand a transparent framework during talks at the UN Climate Change Conference

JACOB KOSHY
DAMINI NATH
NEW DELHI

Ahead of his departure to Glasgow, Union Environment Mi-
nister Bhupender Yadav outlined India’s key concerns at
the COP negotiations, and said his Ministry’s policy was to
balance the challenges posed by infrastructure development

in forests. Edited excerpts:

You have been Union
Environment Minister for
three months. What do you
think are two or three of the
most important
environmental challenges
you will like to solve, or at
least address, on priority?

m We are all working to real-
ise Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision. In the past se-
ven years, forest cover has
increased by 13,000 sq.km,
14 tiger reserves have got
world accreditation, our
lakes have been included in
the Ramsar convention, 10
beaches have got a Blue Flag
accreditation.

Challenges such as stubble
burning in Delhi, or address-
ing the challenges in the
Western Ghats, we have
done well. We are working in
a way to ensure development
as well as giving importance
to the rights of tribals as well
as protecting the forest.

In your experiences as a
lawyer and public figure —
and you have authored a
book on Forest conservation
—do you feel that
environmental laws may
impede people from getting
access to basic services,
basic education and jobs?
Could you relate a few
instances?

m As a lawyer, I have been in-
volved in environmental liti-
gation and written on forest
laws. Following the advent of

PM Modi, our thrust has
been to increase transparen-
cy and accountability. The
biggest example of this is the
Parivesh portal (which al-
lows files on the progress of
an industrial project requir-
ing environmental clearance
to be tracked) that increases
transparency. The Environ-
ment Ministry is the trustee
of the environment and that
brings in both responsibili-
ties and obligations. To bring
consonance between both in
a balanced way.

The Environment Ministry is
working on modifying
legislation, such as the
Forest Conservation Act,
that seems to make it more
convenient for industries
and industrial projects to
use forest land for
non-forestry purposes. On
the other hand, we continue
to see agitation in
Chhattisgarh, especially
around coal mining blocks
in Hasdeo Arand forests
because people don’t want
to give up their land for
mining. On whose side is the
Environment Ministry? The
Environment Ministry no
longer uses the word
“penalty or fine” but
“environmental
compensation”

m When we come out with a
draft, it is to solicit the opi-
nion of the people. That’s
not a bad thing, right? So we
have not yet actually made

any legislation. But consider
this: Say a tribal with some
land wants to make a provi-
sion for drinking water, do
you want him to come all the
way to Delhi for permission?

But it’s the tribals
themselves who are
agitating for their land?

m As far as private mining is
concerned; we have not
made any concessions. The
existing laws apply.

But for providing basic
amenities to tribals, or help-
ing infrastructure projects of
organisations such as the
Railways the policy is res-
tricted to such purposes.
There is no change in the
Act. This follows from the de-
mands of several States, tri-
bal communities.

We will first have several
rounds of consultations with
States, follow parliamentary
process and we have even gi-
ven notices in vernacular
languages and have given a
month.

This is your first experience
as a Minister who will be
leading some crucial
negotiations in Glasgow....

m [ am grateful to PM Modi
for entrusting me with this
responsibility. He has auth-
ored a book as well as deve-
loped a climate division in
his days as Chief Minister.
The Paris Agreement of 2015
has important aspects of cli-
mate justice that follow from
his vision. Globally, climate
shouldn’t be just about nego-
tiations but also action. That
is why we have the Interna-
tional Solar Alliance, Inter-
national Disaster Resilience
Forum that the PM led.

India is progressing well

NEET-UG results can
be declared, says SC

It stays HC decision to conduct fresh exams for 2 aspirants

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday cleared the way
for the National Testing
Agency (NTA) to declare the
results of the NEET-UG 2021
by staying a Bombay High
Court decision to conduct
fresh exams for two
aspirants.

The High Court passed
the order on a plea by the
two students that they were
handed question papers and
answer sheets with different
serial numbers in the
examination.

A Bench led by Justice L.
Nageswara Rao froze the
High Court order, allowing
the NEET results to be de-
clared. The Bench said it
would consider the two stu-

dents’ case, including what
could be done for them, in
detail later.

The NTA had approached
the top court in appeal
against the High Court
order.

Solicitor-General Tushar
Mehta, for the NTA, stated
that the confusion had hap-
pened in the case of total six
students, of which only two

had come to court. “The re-
maining four wrote the ex-
am and got good marks,” he
submitted.

The court reiterated that
there was no reason to with-
hold the results because of a
complaint made by two stu-
dents. The future of lakhs of
students was at stake.

Justice Rao observed,
“There are 16 lakhs students
who are eagerly waiting for
the results. We will see what
we can do for these two stu-
dents... The NTA is ready to
rectify... Please announce
the results™.

The court scheduled the
case again on November 12
to examine in detail on what
relief could possibly be
granted for the two stu-
dents.
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The Environment
Ministry is trustee of
the environment;
that brings both
responsibilities and
obligations

C

on achieving its Nationally
Determined Contributions.
We have an ambitious target
of installing 450 GW of re-
newable energy by 2030. In
the coming COP 26, to imple-
ment the adaption and miti-
gation measures from in-
creased global temperatures,
we will be discussing access
to technology and finance
with the developed coun-
tries.

We demand a transparent
framework and all this will
be part of our discussions.

India’s challenge in COP
discussions has always been
that while we are not
responsible for the climate
crisis, we are the victims of
it and we are already seeing
intense heatwaves and
unseasonal torrential rain.
Is there a case, that at least
for our own sake, we should
be doing much more, and
much faster in transitioning
to non-fossil fuel sources?

m Having a 450 GW renewa-
ble energy target, an electric
vehicle policy, increasing the
forest cover, having an Inter-
national Solar Alliance, a na-

Plea seeks
internal polls
in parties

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Thursday asked the Elec-
tion Commission to res-
pond to a petition seeking
to formulate and notify a
model procedure for inter-
nal elections of all political
parties.

A Bench of Chief Justice
D.N. Patel and Justice Jyoti
Singh asked the poll panel
to submit its response be-
fore the next date of hear-
ing on December 23.

The High Court order
came on a petition filed by
C. Rajashekaran, a lawyer
himself.

The petition has urged
the Election Commission
to make internal polls man-
datory for all parties who
wish to register themselves
under Section 29-A of the
Representation of the Peo-
ple Act.

tional mission for hydrogen
are all part of our steps and
these are the points that we
are consistently raising and
discussing.

You are also one of the BJP’s
key election strategists.
What will be your party’s
approach to the upcoming
Uttar Pradesh polls? Also
why is your party against a
caste census?

m We have done good work
in Uttar Pradesh particularly
in vaccination. We have deli-
vered consistent develop-
ment and we shall ask for
votes in the name of consis-
tency and continuity and
U.P. is at this point with the
BJP

One of our most avowed
aims is working towards an
egalitarian society. All sec-
tions of society must benefit.
The amount of work that this
Government has done for
the OBC (Other Backward
Classes) no one else has.

Whether it was admis-
sions for students in Kendri-
ya Vidyalayas, an Act for Un-
iversity Professors,
Reservations for OBC stu-
dents in NEET examinations.
We desire development for
all under Constitutional
provisions.

The e-Shram portal for
unorganised workers that
was launched in August has
about 5 crore registrations
so far. Are you satisfied with
the pace and how long do
you think it will take to
cover all the unorganised
sector workers in the
country?

m We have received good
support from people in two
months already. We are

about to increase the num-
ber of trades recorded in the
portal from about 160 to
400. I believe what we had
thought initially that we will
create the largest-ever data-
base of unorganised work-
ers, we will achieve it.
Earlier, our registrations
were 10 lakh per day. We
have increased the capacity
to 25 lakh per day. We are

working on taking this
forward.
Is there a timeline?

m No, it is a continuous and
evolving process. Slowly, it
will be updated and upgrad-
ed. The number of migrant
workers is very large. Up-
dates will continue in order
to increase the capacity in
the future and to connect the
data with planning. It is an
ongoing process.

From the data seen so far,
we can see that women
workers make up about
50%. Caste data has also
come out. What can be
learnt from the data so far?

m We haven’t asked for
castes; we have asked for
trade and occupation. Along
with this, there are two other
employment surveys of the
government that are under-
way — the institution-based
survey in the non-agricultu-
ral sector and the area-
based. There is also a survey
of unorganised sector. These
tell us that compared to data
from Economic Census 2013-
2014, in all sectors, apart
from trade and manufactur-
ing, there has been an in-
crease. These surveys will al-
so be done quarterly now. In
the four new labour codes,
we have focused on social se-

curity. We are working on
giving benefits of this to the
unorganised sector. Since we
are talking of extending so-
cial security to a large sec-
tion of workers, we are work-
ing on capacity-building of
ESIC and EPFO.

What is the reason for the
labour codes, which were
passed in 2019 and 2020,
not being implemented so
far?

m Different States are in the
process of making the rules.
The work is complete in
about 90% of the States and
the consensus is being built.
Such major codes need in-
frastructure also. I have al-
ready said that a very large
section of unorganised sec-
tor is being given the benefits
of social security.

But, what about a timeline
for the implementation?

m The government will com-
plete it in the appropriate
time.

It was announced last year
that 1,000 crore would be
given for migrant welfare
from the PM CARES fund.
How has it been used?

m A lot of work has been
done. The Pradhan Mantri
Rozgar Yojana is under At-
manirbhar Yojana. Work has
been done to increase the
employment opportunities
for workers.

The most important is
that ESIC has come up with
two schemes — to give life-
long pension to the families
of those ESIC beneficiaries
who died of COVID-19 and
aid to those who lost their
jobs for 90 days.

Tushar Gandhi challenges
Sabarmati Ashram revamp

He has moved the Gujarat HC against Govt. proposal

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
AHMEDABAD

Mahatma Gandhi’s great-
grandson Tushar Gandhi has
moved the Gujarat High
Court against the State Go-
vernment’s %1,200-crore
plan to redevelop Sabarmati
Ashram in Ahmedabad.

In a PIL plea, Mr. Gandhi
has challenged the proposal,
under which the Govern-
ment has started the redeve-
lopment process that in-
volves extending its area
from five to 55 acres by relo-
cating residents to nearby
areas. He claimed that the
project proposed was ‘dia-
metrically opposed’ to the
personal wishes of Mahatma
Gandhi, who set up the ash-
ram and lived there from
1917 to0 1930.

Mr. Gandhi has contend-

Gandhiji's statue in the
Sabarmati Ashram.

ed that going ahead with the
project would lead to the re-
duction of the shrine and
memorial of the Freedom
movement and turn the ash-
ram into a commercial tou-
rist attraction spot. It would
be managed by the Govern-
ment and private firms in-
stead of the trust that man-
aged it now.

He sought the cancella-
tion of the resolution of
March 5 issued by the Indus-

tries and Mines Department
forming a governing council
and an executive council,
comprising entirely Govern-
ment functionaries, for the
development of the memo-
rial and its premises.

He contended that if the
court did not stay or stop the
Government’s indulgence,
“the entire complex would
be ruined and would be
turned into a commercial
entertainment complex.”

The Government, howev-
er, has maintained that it
would not change or alter
any building on the ashram.
All heritage buildings would
be restored as per Gandhian
ethos, it stated and asserted
that the proposal was not
aimed at a takeover but to
redevelop it by expanding
the areas.
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m ACROSS

1 Small fly circling a painting (8)
5 Limitless dosa and chutney as supplements (4,2)

9 One living underwater in canoe runing mostly self-propelled? (8)
10 Exit with a second person at the end of act (3,3)

12 Nobles revolting, say, meet Lenin reqularly in disguise (9)

13 Subsequently, both sides drink fresh tea (5)

14 Racecourse cancels a tax (4)

Display keystrokes of genius.
Type your answers in our online grids:
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn
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16 Anger caused by hot, naughty scene (7)
19 Extensively analyse planet Mercury finally (7)

21 Bear run in America (4)

24 State of a husband breaking a promise (5)

25 Angered at barking dog (5,4)
27 Rings to catch river fishes (6)

28 Spooner’s ultimate delight is a son or daughter (8)
29 Vegetable in the middle of tray / plate (6)
30 Distraught soldiers, tense, getting into action (8)

H DOWN
1 Cast off depression (6)

2 A horse carrying a German over the hill (6)

3 John left holding a Panama, say (5)

4 Drop best saw (7)

6 Difficult situations resulting in hair loss? (9)

7 Fair Carol consumes wine (8)

8 Clerks sign below brief memo (8)

11 Opposing anarchy, nation tries incompetent leaders (4)

15 They are wicked to keep ducks as pets (9)

17 American is terrified packing a cylinder of gunpowder (8)

18 Doctor said “All OK. No sugar, for starters, and caffeine, maybe” (8)

20 A man held up for a long time (4)

21 Evangelist cycling east with the French guitar (7)
22 Sailor about to attack? On the contrary — he is a man of

discrimination (6)

23 Escort protecting short maiden gets tipped (6)
26 Kid happily eats last bit of chocolate (5)
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FAITH

Bhakti leads to mukti

The Bhagavata Mahatmya captures the spirit of Kali Yuga
whose evil effects are felt by all. People have distanced
themselves from God, and though He resides as antaryami
in all, He is not recognised. The real value of penance, dhya-
na, yoga, etc, is slowly eroded by the entrenchment of false

views and practices.

In a discourse, Sri Dushyanth Sridhar drew attention to
the power of bhakti that can easily lead people to mukti in
Kali Yuga. This is explained through an allegory. Bhakti is
personified as a young woman and she along with her chil-
dren jnana and vairagya, after wandering over many re-
gions, has come to the banks of the Yamuna. The children
jnana and vairagya are lying unconscious beside her and she
tries to revive them. Through Divine Will, Narada comes
that way. She entreats him to alleviate her distress. She ex-
plains that she is Bhakti and the two men are her children
jnana and vairagya. It is symbolic of the fact that in the ear-
lier Krita, Treta and Dwapara yugas, people attained mukti
through jnana and vairagya. But in Kali Yuga only bhakti can
enable one to achieve mukti. She praises Narada for his ex-
traordinary bhakti and piety. Did he not instruct Prahlada
and Dhruva into the path of devotion? Prahlada listened to
his advice and overcame the Maya Shakti and Dhruva at-

tained an exalted position.

Kali Yuga is a combination of good and evil, that is, in this
Yuga there is the chance to reap great spiritual benefits even
as there are plenty of opportunities to incur its damaging ef-
fects. The results which cannot be achieved through pe-
nance, yoga, and meditation can easily be earned purely
through the devotion to the Supreme Lord in the times of
Kali. Bhakti enables one to attain Sayujya with the Lord.

»
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Eye on Afghanistan, China to
build military base in Tajikistan

The base will be owned by the Tajikistan special forces and financed by China

ANANTH KRISHNAN
HONG KONG

China will take full control of
a military base in Tajikistan
near the Afghan border that
it has been quietly operating
and will also build a new
base for the Tajik Govern-
ment, according to a report
on Thursday.

Tajikistan on Wednesday
granted approval for the
construction of a new base,
following an agreement
reached between Tajikis-
tan’s Interior Ministry and
China’s Public Security Mi-
nistry or police force, the
U.S.-funded Radio Free Eu-
rope (RFE) reported. That
the agreement was being
signed by the Public Security
Ministry, and not the Chi-
nese military, suggests a fo-
cus on counterterrorism
amid rising concerns over in-
stability in neighbouring Af-
ghanistan. The new base,
RFE quoted Tajik officials as

Watchful eyes: Tajik service members taking part in a military
parade near the border with Afghanistan. =reuters/FiLe

saying, would be owned by
Tajikistan’s Rapid Reaction
Group or special forces, and
financed by China for a cost
of $10 million. It will be lo-
cated in the eastern Gorno-
Badakhshan autonomous
province near the Pamir
mountains, and Chinese
troops will not be stationed
there.

While this base will be un-
der Tajik control, the Tajikis-
tan Government has also

agreed to transfer full con-
trol of an existing facility that
both sides have been using
jointly, a former Soviet base
not far from the China-Taji-
kistan-Afghanistan tri-junc-
tion and the Wakhan Corri-
dor, where China shares a
less than 100 km border with
Afghanistan.

Russia and India are
among countries that alrea-
dy have a military presence
in bases in Tajikistan. China

and Tajikistan have, howev-
er, continued to officially de-
ny the presence of Chinese
security forces there.
However, a communique
from China’s Embassy in
Dushanbe to Tajikistan’s Fo-
reign Ministry, seen by RFE,
said the Tajik Government
offered to transfer full con-
trol in exchange for military
aid from China. That base
too is thought to be staffed
not by the Chinese military
but by China’s People’s
Armed Police Force, which is
responsible for internal se-
curity in Xinjiang. China’s in-
terest in the base is tied to its
security concerns in its west-
ern Xinjiang region, which
shares a border with Afghan-
istan and Tajikistan. The
base, once full control has
been transferred, will be-
come only the second
known overseas Chinese se-
curity facility, after Djibouti
near the Horn of Africa .

Tsai confirms U.S. troop presence in Taiwan

China accuses
US. of trying to
‘stir up trouble’

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TAIPEI
President Tsai Ing-wen has
confirmed a small number of
U.S. troops are present in
Taiwan to help with training,
adding she had “faith” that
the American military would
defend the island in the
event of a Chinese attack.
The remarks sparked a
strident, albeit familiar, re-
buke on Thursday from Chi-
na which accused the U.S. of
trying to “stir up trouble”
and that it “firmly opposes”
any official or military con-

New clashes

rock Sudan’s
capital as UN
slams coup

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KHARTOUM

Security forces clashed
with protesters on Thurs-
day furious over a military
coup that has derailed Su-
dan’s fragile transition to
democracy and sparked an
international outcry.

At least one protester
was killed, according to
medics, on the fourth con-
secutive day of street vio-
lence in Khartoum, as the
UN Security Council and
U.S. President Joe Biden
called for a restoration of
the civilian-led govern-
ment toppled by the Army
on Monday.

The council in a unani-
mously passed statement
expressed “serious con-
cern” about the Army pow-
er grab in the poverty-
stricken Northeast African
nation and urged all sides
“to engage in dialogue
without pre-conditions”.

General Abdel Fattah al-
Burhan — Sudan’s de facto
leader since the 2019 ous-
ter of veteran autocrat
Omar al-Bashir after huge
youth-led protests — on
Monday dissolved the

country’s fragile
government.
Major demonstration

While the civilian leader,
Prime Minister Abdalla
Hamdok, has been under
effective house arrest, the
capital has been rocked by
days of unrest and is brac-
ing for major demonstra-
tions on Saturday.

Roads have  been
blocked by barricades of
rocks, debris and burning
car tyres that have sent
black smoke billowing into
the sky, while most shops
have been shuttered in a
campaign of civil disobe-
dience. “We do not want
military power, we want a
free democratic life in this
country,” said one protes-
ter, who asked not to be
named.
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tacts between Taipei and
Washington.

In an interview with CNN,
Ms. Tsai described Taiwan as
a regional “beacon” of de-
mocracy that is facing down
a giant authoritarian neigh-
bour as the threat from Beij-
ing grew “every day”.

The presence of U.S.
troops was first confirmed
by a Pentagon official earlier
this month. Ms. Tsai’s com-
ments are the first time a Tai-
wanese leader has publicly
made such an admission
since the last U.S. garrison
left in 1979 when Washing-
ton switched diplomatic re-
cognition to Beijing.

Asked how many U.S.
troops were in Taiwan, she

Tsai Ing-wen

replied “not as many as peo-
ple thought”. “We have a
wide range of cooperation
with the U.S. aiming at in-
creasing our defence capa-
bility,” she added.

When asked if she was
confident that the United

Facebook changes parent
company name to ‘Meta

Time to build next chapter: Zuckerberg

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SAN FRANCISCO

Facebook chief Mark Zuck-
erberg on Thursday an-
nounced that the parent
company’s name is being
changed to “Meta” to repre-
sent a future beyond just its
troubled social network.

The new handle comes as
the social media giant tries
to fend off one its worst cris-
es yet and pivot to its ambi-
tions for the “metaverse”
virtual reality version of the
Internet that the tech giant
sees as the future.

Facebook, Instagram and
WhatsApp will keep their
names under the
rebranding.

“We’ve learned a lot from
struggling with social issues
and living under closed plat-
forms, and now it is time to
take everything that we’ve
learned and help build the

next chapter,” Mr. Zucker-
berg said during an annual
developers conference.

“I am proud to announce
that starting today, our com-
pany is now Meta. Our mis-
sion remains the same, still
about bringing people to-
gether, our apps and their
brands, they’re not chang-
ing,” he added.

Facebook critics pounced
last week on a report that
leaked the rebranding
plans, arguing that the com-
pany was aiming to distract
from recent scandals and
controversy. An activist
group calling itself The Real
Facebook Oversight Board
has warned that major in-
dustries like oil and tobacco
had rebranded to “deflect
attention” from their pro-
blems. The “real issue” was
the need for oversight and
regulation, the group said.

States would help defend
Taiwan if necessary against
China, Ms. Tsaireplied: “I do
have faith.”

Speaking to lawmakers on
Thursday, Taiwan’s Defence
Minister Chiu Kuo-cheng
said U.S. and Taiwanese
troops have long had con-
tacts with each other. “We
have personnel exchanges
and they [U.S. soldiers]
would be here for military
cooperation, but this is diffe-
rent, according to my defini-
tion, from having ‘troops sta-
tioned’ here,” Mr. Chiu said.

Authoritarian China re-
gards self-ruled Taiwan as its
own territory and has vowed
to one day seize the island,
by force if needed.

US. returns
250 antiquities
to India

ASSOCIATED PRESS
NEW YORK

U.S. authorities returned
about 250 antiquities to In-
dia on Thursday in a long-
running investigation of a
stolen art scheme.

The items, worth an esti-
mated $15 million, were
handed over during a cere-
mony at the Indian Consu-
late in New York City. The
centrepiece is a bronze Shi-
va Nataraja valued at $4
million, authorities said.

The ceremony stems
from a sprawling probe by
the Manhattan district at-
torney’s office and U.S. Im-
migration and Customs En-
forcement. The
investigation has focused
on tens of thousands of an-
tiquities allegedly smug-
gled into the United States
by dealer Subhash Kapoor,
who has denied the
allegations.

Myanmar military is torturing
detainees across country: probe

ASSOCIATED PRESS
JAKARTA

Since its takeover of the go-
vernment in February, the
Myanmar military has been
torturing detainees across
the country in a methodical
and systemic way, The Asso-
ciated Press has found in in-
terviews with 28 people im-
prisoned and released in
recent months.

Based also on photo-
graphic evidence, sketches
and letters, along with testi-
mony from three defected
military officials, AP’s inves-
tigation provides the most
comprehensive look since
the takeover into a highly se-
cretive detention system
that has held more than
9,000 people. The military,
known as the Tatmadaw,
and the police have killed
more than 1,200 people

since February.

A March photo of soldiers
lining up arrested protesters
in Yangon. =ap

While most of the torture
has occurred inside military
compounds, the Tatmadaw
also has transformed public
facilities such as community
halls and a royal palace into
interrogation centres.

The prisoners came from
every corner of the country
and from various ethnic
groups, and ranged from a
16-year-old girl to monks.

Some were detained for
protesting against the mili-
tary, others for no discerni-
ble reason. Multiple military
units and police were in-
volved in the interrogations,
their methods of torture si-
milar across Myanmar.

The military has a long
history of torture, particu-
larly before the country be-
gan transitioning toward de-
mocracy in 2010. While
torture in recent years was
most often recorded in eth-
nic regions, its use has now
returned across the country.

But this time, the torture
carried out is the worst it’s
ever been in scale an severi-
ty, according to the Assis-
tance Association for Politi-
cal Prisoners. Since Febru-
ary, the group says, security
forces have killed 1,218 peo-
ple, including at least 131 de-
tainees tortured to death.

U S. will stand
in defence

of religious
freedom’

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Joe Biden
said America would conti-
nue to stand for religious
freedom globally, both as a
reflection of the country’s
values and also as a matter
of national security, in a
written statement released
on Wednesday to com-
memorate International
Religious Freedom Day.

“We stand in defence of
religious freedom not only
as an expression of our
deepest values but also be-
cause it is a vital national
security priority. The Unit-
ed States will continue to
rally the globe to protect
and promote the right of
freedom of religion or be-
lief,” Mr. Biden said.

The comments are con-
sistent with the Biden ad-
ministration’s position that
it has made human rights
central to its foreign policy.

Mr. Biden said promot-
ing and protecting reli-
gious freedom was of ut-
most importance today as
individuals continued to
get persecuted by state and
non-state actors for their
religious identity.

“Tragically, repressive
governments, violent ex-
tremists, and other societal
actors continue to perse-
cute and abuse individuals
and groups simply because
of their religious identity,
practices, or beliefs,” he
said.

“Every faith is in the mi-
nority somewhere in the
world, and we can only ful-
ly realise the freedom we
wish for ourselves by help-
ing to ensure that liberty
for everyone. On Interna-
tional Religious Freedom
Day 2021, my Administra-
tion pledges to make that
aspiration a reality around
the world,” the U.S. Presi-
dent said.

Biden proposes $1.85 tn social
security and climate plan

U.S. President seeks support for ‘Build Back Better’ proposal

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN
WASHINGTON

In a bid to unite Democrats
on Capitol Hill around an
agenda-defining social se-
curity and climate action
Bill, U.S. President Joe Biden
visited Capitol Hill on Thurs-
day morning, proposing a
$1.85 trillion legislative pack-
age.

The President delayed his
departure to Rome for the
G20 meetings, as the White
House scrambled to bring
conservative (centrist) and
progressive Democrats to-
gether, so Mr. Biden had so-
mething to show the interna-
tional community in Rome
and then in Scotland, where
nations will meet for the UN
climate conference (COP26).

“We have a framework
that will get 50 votes in the
United States Senate,” Mr. Bi-
den told House Democrats,
according to reporting in the
American press.

“I don’t think it’s hyper-
bole to say that the House
and Senate majorities and
my presidency will be deter-
mined by what happens in
the next week,” he reported-
ly said.

Key elements left out

The new ‘Build Back Better’
proposal, which has been
linked to a $1 trillion infras-
tructure Bill that passed the
Senate and is awaiting pas-
sage by the House of Repre-
sentatives, leaves out key
elements of Mr. Biden’s in-
itial request of Congress, in-
cluding paid family leave,
free community college tui-
tion and provisions for the
government to negotiate
lower drug prices.

It will nevertheless in-
clude significant social
spending measures — such
as expanded access to pres-
chool for 3 and 4 year olds,
making them universal, and

Joe Biden

the largest federal invest-
ment in clean energy and
tech — of the order of $555
billion.

“No one got everything
they wanted, including me...
but that’s what compromise
is,” Mr. Biden said as he an-
nounced the proposal at the
White House following his
meeting on the Hill.

‘Very significant’

Bernie Sanders, the Senator
from Vermont and progres-
sive who heads the Senate
Budget Committee, said the
legislation was “very signifi-
cant” but that he wanted to
make it “better”.

Progressives are con-
cerned that the ‘Build Back
Better’ package will not go
through if the House passes
just the infrastructure vote,
for which there is bipartisan
support. Mr. Sanders made
it clear that he was not in
support of the infrastructure
legislation passing
independently.

“So you don’t want to see
as the infrastructure Bill
passed and then not have
the kind of build back better
Bills that we need,” he said.

“And that’s why you need
50 members [of the Senate]
on board before there
should be a vote in the
House.”

The success of the social
security package has hinged

on the support of two Demo-
cratic Senators — Joe Man-
chin of West Virginia and
Kyrsten Sinema of Arizona —
and neither has thus far of-
fered their clear support for
the updated Biden plan. The
Senate is split 50:50 (with
Vice-President Kamala Har-
ris holding a tie-breaking
vote), and the Democrats
need every single one of
their members on board for
the legislation to pass.

The Bill, as per data re-
leased by the administra-
tion, will be fully funded and
not add to the deficit.

There will be a tax sur-
charge for the wealthiest
Americans that the White
House says will bring in $230
billion.

There will also be penal-
ties on companies that are
based in countries not ad-
hering to the global mini-
mum tax recently agreed by
more than 130 countries and
a surcharge of 1% on corpo-
rate stock buybacks.

‘A capitalist’

“I don’t want to punish
anyone’s success. I'm a capi-
talist,” Mr. Biden said. “I
want everyone to be able to
... if they want to be a millio-
naire, billionaire, to be able
to seek their goal. But all I'm
asking is: pay your fair
share,” he said.

House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi , the chamber’s top De-
mocrat, told her colleagues
not to “embarrass” the Presi-
dent before his overseas trip
by not voting for the infras-
tructure Bill, CNN reported.

Mr. Biden will arrive in
Rome and meet other world
leaders en masse for the first
time since America’s chaotic
withdrawal from Afghanis-
tan, and he is keen to show
them that his domestic agen-
da — particularly around cli-
mate change — is in order.
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MARKET WATCH

28-10-2021 % CHANGE

Sensex 59,985 1.89
US Dollar 74.92 0.14
Gold 47,050 0.64
Brent oil 83.72 0.68
PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports 688.10.....-57.75
Asian Paints 3116.30....... 21.65
Axis Bank 758.35....-29.15
Bajaj Auto 3700.70 75.80
Bajaj Finserv 17987.70 24.30
Bajaj Finance 7484.25 2.10
Bharti Airtel 689.75.....-12.60
BPCL 420.80. -6.90
Britannia Ind 3681.90 15.95
Cipla 891.75......-30.75
Coal India 166.55 -7.05
Divis Lab 5121.15.....-28.20
Dr Reddys Lab 4569.95......-92.75
Eicher Motors 2527.50......-56.40
Grasim Ind 1702.40......-26.00
HCL Tech 1152.00......-25.15
HDFC 2900.80......-14.20
HDFC Bank 1593.60......-49.20
HDFC Life 683.10.....-10.75
Hero MotoCorp 2667.75 22.40
Hindalco 468.80.....-11.05
Hind Unilever 2389.65 -6.95
ICICI Bank 798.70.....-36.30
Indusind Bank 1176.00....... 33.45
Infosys 1703.90 25.05
Indian OilCorp 128.65 2.15
ITC 225.10...-13.35
JSW Steel 667.45 17.45
Kotak Bank 2098.50......-89.75
L&T 1814.25....29.70
M&M 883.85 -2.95
Maruti Suzuki 7369.70 13.45
Nestle India Ltd. ... 18991.40.....-13.20
NTPC 137.35 3.95
ONGC 150.20. 7.70
PowerGrid Corp 185.90 4.35
Reliance Ind 2598.60......-28.80
SBI Life 1167.10.....-18.90
State Bank 501.35...-17.80
Shree Cement 28193.05....... 85.30
Sun Pharma 807.60. 17.50
Tata  Consumer
Products Ltd. 809.70. -9.05
Tata Motors 481.05 16.85
Tata Steel 1299.60......-26.55
TCS 3421.65.....-68.10
Tech Mahindra 1533.30......-34.55
Titan 2375.15.....-84.95
UltraTech Cement..... 7446.65....... 92.45
UPL 729.90 11.60
Wipro 656.90.....-14.20

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on October 28

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL
US Dollar 74.72 75.04
Euro 86.72 87.12
British Pound 102.78...103.23
Japanese Yen (100) .. 65.76 66.06
Chinese Yuan 11.68.....11.73
Swiss Franc 81.33....81.73
Singapore Dollar 55.47 55.71
Canadian Dollar 60.47......60.73
Malaysian Ringitt 17.99.....18.09
Source:Indian Bank

Cognizant Q3 profit rises
56% to $544 million

NEW DELHI

Cognizant reported a 56.3%
rise in September quarter net
income to $544 million. It
aims to make offers in India to
45,000 freshers in Q4. p1i

Sensex slumps 1.9% led by bank
stocks as sentiment sours

Analysts flag possibility of a further slide in the coming days, urge caution

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Benchmark stock indices
plunged almost 2% on Thurs-
day amid concerns about the
impact of inflation on econo-
mies worldwide, prompting
analysts to flag the possibili-
ty of a further slide in the
coming days.

The S&P BSE Sensex nose-
dived 1,158.63 points, or
1.89%, to 59,984.70. Selling
pressure was witnessed
across the board and the fall
was led by banking stocks.

The top Sensex losers in-
cluded ITC, down 5.5%, ICI-
CI Bank, which fell 4.4%, Ko-
tak Bank (4.1%), Axis Bank
(3.8%) and Titan (3.7%).

The NSE Nifty 50 index

Indian Bank
posts 1,089 cr.
Q2 net profit

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHENNAI

Indian Bank on Thursday
reported a standalone net
profit of ¥1,089.17 crore for
the quarter ended Septem-
ber 30, as against 3412.28
crore during the same pe-
riod last year.

Standalone net profit for
the six-month period end-
ing September 30, grew to
%2,270.83 crore from
T781.54 crore registered a
year earlier. Standalone to-
tal income for the quarter
under review stood at
11,440.41 crore as against
11,615.90 crore in the cor-
responding quarter pre-
vious year. For the half
year ending September 30,
total income grew to
322,884.69 crore from
323,103.01 crore in the
same period last fiscal.

Caution returns: We suggest restricting leveraged positions,
says Religare Broking's Mishra. =pauL NorRONHA

plunged 353.70 points, or
1.94%, to 17,857.25 amid all-
round profit booking.
Monthly expiry of deriva-

tives also added to the selling
pressure, analysts said.

Ajit Mishra, VP Research,
Religare Broking Ltd., said,

Coal imports by power
units slide to 7 year-low

Price drives trend, exacerbates deficit

REUTERS
CHENNAI

Indian utilities’ coal imports
fell more than 73% in Sep-
tember to their lowest in
more than seven years due
to high prices, government
data showed, despite a call
by the Centre to boost ship-
ments to arrest a crippling
coal shortage.

Imports by utilities fell to
1.08 million tonnes in Sep-
tember, compared with
4.03 million tonnes a year
earlier and 5.23 million
tonnes in September 2019.

India had urged utilities
to import coal in late August
as coal-fired electricity gen-
eration surged after corona-
virus-related curbs were
eased, with several power
plants being pushed to the
verge of running out of fuel.

However, data from the
Central Electricity Authori-
ty showed State govern-
ment-run coastal power
plants dependent on im-
ported coal had cut supplies
as global prices surged, in-
creasing pressure on Coal
India to produce more.

Almost three-fifths of In-
dia’s coal-fired capacities
currently have coal invento-
ries that would last three
days or less, data showed.

weighing on
which further deteriorated
with a decline in index

“Weak signals from the glo-
bal counterparts were
sentiment,

majors”.

Earlier, Japan’s Nikkei led
losses in Asia with a fall of
0.9%, Reuters reported.

“Most sectoral indices
ended lower... banking, me-
tal and realty were among
the top losers,” Religare
Broking’s Mr. Mishra said.

“This fall in the index has
derailed the recent recovery
and we may see a further
slide in the following ses-
sions. We reiterate our cau-
tious view on markets and
suggest restricting leveraged
positions,” he added.

18,300-crore
Paytm IPO to
open on Nov. 8

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The <18,300-crore initial
public offering (IPO) by
One97 Communications,
the parent firm of Paytm,
will open on November 8,
valuing the company at
close to $20 billion.

The price band has been
fixed at 32,080 to 32,150 for
the offer, which will close
on November 10, the com-
pany said. The IPO, the lar-
gest since 2010 when state-
owned Coal India raised
315,475 crore, comprises is-
suance of fresh equity
shares worth 38,300 crore
and offer for sale by exist-
ing  shareholders  of
310,000 crore. Paytm in-
creased the issue size from
the earlier 16,600 crore
following increased inves-
tor demand.

IndiGo loss
narrows from
June quarter

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Budget airline IndiGo on
Thursday reported second-
quarter net loss narrowed
to 31,435 crore, from 33,174
crore in the April-June
three-month period.

Revenue from opera-
tions grew 86.5% from the
preceding quarter to
35,608 crore.

CEO Ronojoy Dutta said
a fall in COVID-19 cases, in-
creased pace of vaccina-
tion and relaxation of test-
ing norms by various States
for passengers arriving at
airports had helped stimu-
late demand resulting in
improved revenue.

“We carried about 6.3
million passengers in the
June quarter, which ex-
panded to 11.2 million — an
increase of 79%,” he said.
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Rupee, bonds gain on
global oil price decline

Fuel trends temper inflation concerns

REUTERS
MUMBAI

The rupee and bonds
strengthened on Thursday
as a drop in global crude oil
prices helped calm investor
worries over sustained im-
ported inflationary pres-
sures in the economy.

India imports about 80%
of its oil requirements and
high global prices percolate
through the economy and
hurt consumers, while also
widening the country’s cur-
rent account deficit.

Oil prices dropped to
their lowest in two weeks af-
ter data showed a jump in
U.S. inventories, and rising
cases of COVID-19 in Eu-
rope, Russia and outbreaks
in China dented hopes for
an economic recovery.

The rupee was trading at

Gold demand rises 47%
in July-September: WGC

‘TFestivals, inflation fears to add sparkle’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI
Demand for gold in India,
which was 47% higher in the
July-September quarter
compared with a year ear-
lier, is expected to rise
further in the current quar-
ter due to festival and wed-
ding season demand, said
Somasundaram P.R., re-
gional CEO, India, World
Gold Council. Expectations
of higher inflation in the
country would also likely
further spur demand for the
yellow metal, he added.
“India’s Q3 2021 gold de-
mand at 139.1 tonnes is a
47% jump over 2020, re-
flecting a combination of
low base effect and return of
positive trade and consum-
er sentiments,” he said.
“This is primarily driven

grip on the pandemic with
higher vaccination rates and
falling infection rates, lead-
ing to a strong rebound in
economic activity.”

Softer gold prices had al-
so generated significant con-
sumer interest, he said.

The upcoming festival
and wedding season could
be the busiest gold-buying
season since the start of the
pandemic, he pointed out.

74.84/85 per dollar at 0748
GMT compared to its close
of 75.025 on Wednesday.

Yields dip

Traders said bond yields too
dropped, tracking the fall in
U.S. Treasury yields and oil
prices with the 10-year ex-
pected to be rangebound
between 6.25% and 6.40%
in the absence of major
triggers.

The 10-year bond yield
was trading at 6.33%, down
1basis point on the day after
having touched 6.31% ear-
lier in the session. The cen-
tral bank on Wednesday an-
nounced a 28-day variable
rate reverse repo auction for
350,000 crore on Novem-
ber 2, a move some said is
another step towards liquid-
ity normalisation.

Sugar estimate
pared to 305
lakh tonnes

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
COIMBATORE

The Indian Sugar Mills’ As-
sociation (ISMA) has esti-
mated net sugar produc-
tion for the current season
(202122) at 305 lakh
tonnes, a small reduction
from the 310 lakh tonnes it
had projected in July.

With higher ethanol pro-
duction capacity and sur-
plus cane production,
about 34 lakh tonnes of su-
gar is expected to be divert-
ed for ethanol this season,
ISMA said on Thursday.

After accounting for the
reduction due to diversion
of cane juice and B-molass-
es to ethanol, ISMA esti-
mated production at 305
lakh tonnes.

Area under sugarcane is
pegged at 54.37 lakh hec-
tares this season, it added.

Ridhima bests Maana again

Kushagra sets 1,500m National record

AQUATICS

N. SUDARSHAN
BENGALURU

Karnataka’s Ridhima Vee-
rendra Kumar provided
another glimpse of her grow-
ing status as one of the coun-
try’s best by sprinting to her
second backstroke gold at
the 74th senior National ag-
uatic championships at the
Basavanagudi Aquatic
Centre on Thursday.

The 14-year-old relegated
Maana Patel to second spot
for the second successive
race (after 100m backstroke
on day one) by clocking
29.94s over 50m, and mis-
sed rewriting Maana’s Na-
tional record by an agonising
five-hundredth of a second.

The day’s lone National
record was set by Kushagra
Rawat, who added the
1,500m gold to the 400m
and 800m titles he had won
earlier, also in record times.
The Delhi swimmer’s timing
of 15:38.13 was over three se-
conds faster than his own
previous best mark set in
2019.

Dominant Prachi
Fellow Delhi swimmer Pra-
chi Tokas proved equally do-
minant in long-distance
swimming, securing the
800m freestyle title to add to
her 1,500m gold from Wed-
nesday. Prachi and second-
placed Aanya Wala were
neck-and-neck until the last
200m, before the former
surged ahead to touch the
pad in in 9:20.16.

Elsewhere, Sajan Prakash
won his second individual
gold, coasting to victory in
200m butterfly. The Tokyo
Olympian’s timing of 1:58.74
was nearly six seconds faster
than second-placed Aryan
Panchal.

Srihari Nataraj added yet
another gold to his kitty, in
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Asserting her stature: Ridhima underlined her credentials as
the best backstroke swimmer in the country. =k.MUuRALI KUMAR

50m backstroke, winning in
25.77.

“I was expecting to go fas-
ter, but this is more or less
where I am in backstroke at
the moment,” said the 20-
year-old, who holds the 50m
record (25.58). “I had been
training backstroke since
last November. So just to
change it up I've been train-
ing freestyle a lot more. The
speed will come back once I
start training backstroke
again,” Srihari added.

Sambhavv excels

In the last event of the day,
home swimmer R. Samb-
havv clinched his first-ever
senior Nationals individual
medal with a gold-winning
performance in 50m frees-
tyle. The 17-year-old, one of
the standout swimmers at
the junior Nationals last
week where he swept the
Group I 50m, 100m and
200m freestyle titles, came
home in 23.65.

“I was a bit nervous, but I
was expecting the gold,”
Sambhavv said later. “I ex-
pected the biggest challenge
from Srihari but he didn’t

»

swim. I trained a lot of short
course and that helped me

with  my turns and
underwater.”
The results: Men: 50m

freestyle: R. Sambhavv (Kar),
23.65; 1,500m freestyle: Kush-
agra Rawat (Del), 15:38.13
(NMR; OR: 15:41.45, Kushagra,
2019); 50m backstroke: Srihari
Nataraj (Kar), 25.77; 200m but-
terfly: Sajan Prakash (Police),
1:58.74; 4x100m medley:
RSPB (K. Abbasuddin, M. Lohit,
Sanu Debnath, Pavan M.S. Gup-
ta), 3:53.29.

Women: 50m freestyle:
Avantika Chawan (RSPB), 27.18;
800m freestyle: Prachi Tokas
(Del), 9:20.16; 50m back-
stroke: Ridhima Veerendra Ku-
mar (Kar), 29.94; 200m but-
terfly: Astha Choudhury (Asm),
2:20.47; 4x100m medley:
Maharashtra (Jyotsna Pansare,
Apeksha Fernandes, Jyoti Patil,
Palak Joshi), 4:31.50.

Water polo: Men, final
round: RSPB 26 bt Kerala 6;
SSCB 15 bt Kerala O; Women,
semifinals: Kerala 15 bt Maha-
rashtra 7; Police 18 bt Karnata-
ka 8.

Diving: Platform, men:
Siddharth Pardeshi (SSCB),
363.70; Women: Ipsita Maha-
jan (Police), 173.00.

Digvijay stops Siddharth; Paras gets past Rishi

Zeel ends Shrivalli's reign, while Vaidehi rallies to overcome Akanksha

TENNIS

KAMESH SRINIVASAN
mELHI

Digvijay = Pratap  Singh
stopped the dream run of
former champion and quali-
fier Siddharth Vishwakarma
with a 7-5, 6-7(5), 6-3 win in
the quarterfinals of the Fen-
esta National tennis cham-
pionship on Thursday.

The 2i-year-old Digvijay
could have served out the
match in the 12th game of the
second set but Siddharth
made a determined come-
back to force a decider. Dig-
vijay will play Nitin Kumar
Sinha in the semifinals.

The other semifinal will
feature top seed Niki Poona-
cha against Paras Dahiya. Pa-
ras lost control after leading
4-1, 40-0, but saved two set

points at 4-6 in the tie-break
to prevail 7-6(6), 6-3 against
the energetic Rishi Reddy.

In the women’s section,
Akanksha Nitture lost the
plot after leading 5-0 against
Vaidehi Chaudhari.

Though the former won
the first set 6-4, Vaidehi had
understood the way to play
the National junior cham-
pion and capitalised on her
fluent strokes on both the
flanks to prevail.

Shrivalli Bhamidipaty’s
reign was cut short after she
missed set points against the
top seed Zeel Desai.

Zeel will play Sai Samhitha
in the semifinals, while Vai-
dehi will be up against quali-
fier Sharmada Balu, who was
ruthless against Reshma
Maruri.

The results: Men: Quarterfi-

nals: Niki Poonacha bt Prithvi
Sekhar 6-4, 6-2; Paras Dahiya bt
Rishi Reddy 7-6(6), 6-3; Nitin
Kumar Sinha bt S.D. Prajwal Dev
6-4, 6-4; Digvijay Pratap Singh
bt Siddharth Vishwakarma 7-5,
6-7(5), 6-3.

Doubles: Semifinals: S.D.
Prajwal Dev & Niki Poonacha bt
Paras Dahiya & Ishaque Egbal
6-4, 7-5; Chandril Sood & Laksh-
it Sood bt Ajay Malik & Karan
Singh 7-5, 6-4.

Women: Quarterfinals: Zeel
Desai bt Shrivalli Bhamidipaty 7-
6(4), 6-1; Sai Samhitha bt Van-
shita Pathania 6-4, 6-0; Shar-
mada Balu bt Reshma Maruri
6-0, 6-3; Vaidehi Chaudhari bt
Akanksha Nitture 4-6, 6-2, 6-3.

Doubles: Semifinals: Shar-
mada Balu & Sravya Shivani bt
Nidhi Chilumula & Snehal Mane
6-1, 3-6, [10-7]; Vaidehi Chaud-
hari & Mihika Yadav bt Yubrani
Banerjee & Rishika Sunkara 6-3,
7-5.

Moving ahead: Vaidehi Chaudhari capitalised on some fluent
strokes to prevail over Akanksha Nitture. =KAMESH SRINIVASAN

Barca sacks Koeman after Vallecano debacle

Chases Xavi for the job; B team coach Barjuan put it temporary charge

EURO LEAGUES

AGENCIES
VALLECAS (SPAIN)

Real Madrid returned to the
top of La Liga on Wednes-
day, despite being held to a
goalless draw by Osasuna,
but Barcelona dropped to
ninth after losing 1-O to Rayo
Vallecano, with Radamel Fal-
cao scoring the winner.

But the result was enough
for Barcelona to sack coach
Ronald Koeman.

The club is close to finalis-
ing Xavi Hernandez’s long-
anticipated return as coach,
according to various reports
in the Catalan press on
Thursday, with B team coach
Sergi Barjuan put in tempor-
ary charge.

Barca president Joan La-
porta was reportedly in talks
with Xavi —currently coach

Rolling back the years: Radamel Falcao relives his glory days
after scoring the winner against Barcelona. =reuters

of Qatari club Al Sadd -
about the vacant position on
Thursday morning.

Madrid jumps above Sevil-
la, Real Betis and Real Socie-

dad - all four of them with 21
points — on goal difference
while Osasuna sits sixth after
extending its strong start to
the season.

Barcelona now sits ninth
in La Liga, six points off the
top and, most concerning
for the board, the gap grow-
ing between it and the top
four.

The results: La Liga: Rayo
Vallecano 1 (Falcao 30) bt Bar-
celona O; Real Mallorca 1 (San-
chez 22) drew with Sevilla 1
(Lamela 73); Real Betis 4 (Igle-
sias 14-pen, 30, Pezzela 61,
Juanmi 68) bt Valencia 1 (Ga-
briel Paulista 39); Real Madrid
0 drew with Osasuna O.

Serie A: Cagliari 1 (Pavoletti
52) lost to Roma 2 (Ibanez 71,
Pellegrini 78); Empoli O lost to
Inter Milan 2 (D'Ambrosio 34,
Dimarco 66); Juventus 1
(McKennie 76) lost to Sassuolo
2 (Frattesi 44, Lopez 90+5); La-
zio 1 (Pedro 52) bt Fiorentina O;
Sampdoria 1 (Caputo 10) lost to
Atalanta 3 (Zapata 17, 21, Ilicic
90+5); Udinese 1 (Success 3)
drew with Verona 1 (Bral 83-

pen).
»

Big guns
fire blanks

AGENCIES

LONDON

Manchester City’s four-
year reign as English

League Cup titleholder is
over. It lost 5-3 to West
Ham in a penalty shootout
in the last 16 on Wednesday
after the game finished 0-0
after 90 minutes at the
London Stadium.

Shell-shocked Bayern
Munich suffered its hea-
viest defeat in the German
Cup when its star-studded
team was thrashed 5-0 at
Borussia ~ Monchenglad-
bach. Full-strength Bayern
conceded the first goal af-
ter just 71 seconds and was
3-0 down with 21 minutes
played as Gladbach made a
lightning start.

It was the first time for
27 years Bayern has con-
ceded so many goals so
early in any competition.
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Warner powers Australia to facile win

His 42-ball 65 helps the team reach the target in 17 overs after Zampa, Starc restrict Lanka to 154

ICC T20 WC

AYAN ACHARYA
DUBAI

David Warner oozed class
and confidence in his 42-ball
65 as Australia beat Sri Lanka
by seven wickets with three
overs to spare in a Group 1
Super 12 contest at the ICC
T20 World Cup on Thursday.

Needing 155 to win, War-
ner and Aaron Finch
shrugged off their poor form
in style. Mystery spinner Ma-
heesh Theekshana came into
the attack in the second over
and was immediately reverse
swept for four by Warner.
That set the tone for the
chase.

The openers took 20 off
pacer Lahiru Kumara's first
over as Australia racked up
63 in the PowerPlay. An ele-
gant straight drive by Finch
stood out. Warner got a re-
prieve on 18 when Kusal Per-
era missed a simple caught
behind chance off Dushman-
tha Chameera. Just when
Australia was threatening to
run away with the contest,
Finch chopped on off Wanin-
du Hasaranga for 37. Glenn
Maxwell fell to the same bow-
ler soon after.

Steve Smith joined War-
ner, who brought up his fifty
off 31 balls. With the equation
down to 43 from 42 balls,
Warner kept finding the
ropes before holing out to
Dasun Shanaka. Smith saw
Australia home in the compa-
ny of Marcus Stoinis.

Earlier, Australia chose to
field. Finch began with the
pace trio of Mitchell Starc,
Josh Hazlewood and Pat
Cummins. The move paid di-
vidends immediately when
Pathum Nissanka was caught
off Cummins in the third ov-
er. Maxwell went for 16 in his
first over with Charith Asa-
lanka hitting a six and a four.
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Blazing away: Warner regalned his touch to tear apart the Sr| Lanka attack =GETTY IMAGES

Perera and Asalanka
brought up their 50-run part-
nership off just 36 balls be-
fore Adam Zampa removed
Asalanka. Starc, after bow-
ling the first over, returned to

Old teams can retain
four, three early picks
for new IPL franchises

AMOL KARHADKAR
DUBAI

The two new IPL franchises
are set to be offered pre-auc-
tion selection through a
player draft ahead of IPL
2022. The objective is to
make it a level-playing field
with the existing eight fran-
chises, who are likely to be
allowed to retain up to four
players before the mega auc-
tion scheduled for January
2022.

The Hindu understands
that after the RPSG Group
(Lucknow) and CVC Capital
(Ahmedabad) joined the IPL
bandwagon on Monday, the
representatives of the teams
were told that they can pick
three players each between
the deadline for the player
retention and the auction.

It has been learnt that
both the new franchises
have asked the BCCI that
they be allowed to pick the
same number of players (4)
as the other franchises are
allowed to retain. It will be
interesting to see if the IPL
authorities accept the de-
mand of the new team own-
ers to pick four players
ahead of the auction.

The players for the draft
for the two teams will ob-
viously be done once the ex-
isting eight teams finalise
their retention. Like in 2017,

B After the retained players'
list is finalised, the new
franchises will get first
choice from the rest of the
pool ahead of the auction

the BCCI is set to offer each
of the eight teams a maxi-
mum of four players, includ-
ing two overseas cricketers,
from the 2021 roster.

The IPL is set to increase
the purse for each squad
from %85 crore to T95 crore
for IPL 2022. The retained
players as well as the draft
picks’ fees will be deducted
from the available auction
purse.

The formal communica-
tion detailing the deadline
for retentions, player fee for
each retention and the auc-
tion purse, along with the
tentative auction date, is
likely to be sent to the fran-
chises the coming week.

The retention and pre-
auction selection will be in-
teresting since a majority of
franchises will be on the
look-out for new captains.
At the moment, only Mum-
bai Indians and Delhi Capi-
tals are not looking for a
new skipper while Chennai
Super Kings will be hoping
that M.S. Dhoni will make
himself available as a player
for yet another edition.
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Curlous Fans will be eager to know about the retention and

selection of players before the mega auction.
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the attack in the 1ith over.
Perera, who hit Starc into the
second deck, was bowled
next ball by a searing 90mph
leg-stump yorker. In the next
over, Zampa dismissed Avish-

ka Fernando as Sri Lanka
slipped from 78 for one to 94
for five. Though Bhanuka Ra-
japaksa came up with a ca-
meo to take the team to 154,
it wasn’t enough.

SCOREBOARD

SRI LANKA
Pathum Nissanka ¢ Warner b
Cummins 7 (9b, 1x4), Kusal Per-
era b Starc 35 (25b, 4x4, 1x6),
Charith Asalanka ¢ Smith b
Zampa 35 (27b, 4x4, 1x6),
Avishka Fernando ¢ Smith b
Zampa 4 (7b), Bhanuka Ra-
japaksa (not out) 33 (26b, 4x4,
1x6), Wanindu Hasaranga c
Wade b Starc 4 (2b, 1x4), Dasun
Shanaka c Wade b Cummins 12
(19b, 1x4), Chamika Karunar-
atne (not out) 9 (6b, 1x4); Ex-
tras (lb-4, w-10, nb-1): 15; Total
(for six wkts. in 20 overs): 154.
FALL OF WICKETS

1-15 (Nissanka, 2.3 overs), 2-78
(Asalanka, 9.4), 3-86 (Kusal,
10.3), 4-90 (Avishka, 11.5), 5-94
(Hasaranga, 12.2), 6-134
(Shanaka, 17.4).

AUSTRALIA BOWLING
Starc 4-0-27-2, Hazlewood 4-
0-26-0, Cummins 4-0-34-2,
Maxwell 1-0-16-0, Stoinis 3-0-
35-0, Zampa 4-0-12-2.

AUSTRALIA
David Warner c¢ Bhanuka b
Shanaka 65 (42b, 10x4), Aaron
Finch b Hasaranga 37 (23b, 5x4,
2x6), Glenn Maxwell c Avishka
b Hasaranga 5 (6b, 1x4), Steve
Smith (not out) 28 (26b, 1x4),
Marcus Stoinis (not out) 16 (7b,
2x4, 1x6); Extras (nb-2, w-2): 4;
Total (for three wkts. in 17
overs): 155.
FALL OF WICKETS

1-70 (Finch, 6.5), 2-80 (Max-
well, 8.3), 3-130 (Warner, 14.6).

SRI LANKA BOWLING
Karunaratne 2-0-19-0,
Theekshana 4-0-27-0,
Chameera 3-0-33-0, Kumara 3-
0-48-0, Hasaranga 4-0-22-2,
Shanaka 1-0-6-1.

Toss: Australia.

Man-of-the-Match: Zampa.
Australia won by seven wick-

ets with three overs to spare.

Next assignment

Sri Lanka: Oct. 30 vs South
Africa, Sharjah, 3.30 p.m. IST

Australia: Oct. 30 vs
England, Dubai, 7.30 p.m. IST

Pakistan faces the Afghanistan test

Babar’s men look for third win, Nabi’s side is full of confidence

AYAN ACHARYA
DUBAI

Pakistan will look to move
closer to a semifinal spot at
the ICC T20 World Cup when
it takes on Afghanistan in a
Group 2 Super 12 game on
Friday.

Pakistan has played 13
T20Is in the UAE since 2016,
winning all of them. Babar
Azam’s men will start favou-
rites against Mohammed Na-
bi’s Afghanistan, which be-
gan its campaign with a
130-run win over Scotland.

Mujeeb Ur Rahman, with
his variety of off-breaks, goo-
glies and carrom balls, fin-
ished with five for 20. Such
was its dominance that by
the time Rashid Khan, the
No. 3-ranked T201I bowler in
the world, came on to bowl,
Afghanistan was already on
course for a big win.

On the attack

Its batters were equally im-
pressive, racking up a total of
190 — its highest in a T20
World Cup. The innings com-
prised a whopping 13 fours
and 11 sixes. Rahmanullah
Gurbaz and Najibullah Za-
dran added a quickfire 87 for
the third wicket. Mohammad
Shahzad’s return as Hazra-
tullah Zazai's opening partn-
er has given the side a fillip.

However, against Pakis-
tan, Afghanistan’s batters
have to contend with a bow-
ling attack of outstanding pe-
digree and variety.

Shaheen Afridi and Haris
Rauf offer swing and pace
while Hasan Ali and Imad
Wasim bring control. Then
there's the wily leggie Sha-
dab Khan.

Pakistan’s batting is hea-
dlined by the in-form open-
ing pair of Babar and Mo-
hammad Rizwan. Shoaib
Malik's experience came to
the fore in the chase against
New Zealand, and in Asif Ali,

[ndia would look to give Shastri a fitting farewell

Winning an ICC tournament will definitely be a wonderful moment, says Kohli

AMOL KARHADKAR
DUBAI

M.S. Dhoni returning to the
Indian dressing room — as a
mentor — for the T20 World
Cup must have put a big
smile on head coach Ravi
Shastri’s face. After all, for
much of the seven-year dura-
tion — divided into two stints
and with different designa-
tions — Shastri has preferred
to remain in the shadow of
someone, be it Dhoni or Virat
Kohli.

As Shastri is set to sign off
his glorious career, he would
be eager to see India make a
comeback after the big loss
against Pakistan in the open-
er. Despite achieving stupen-
dous success, especially in
Tests where the team has
started to win overseas on a
consistent basis, an ICC Tro-
phy has proved elusive for
the Shastri-Kohli
combination.

Starting with the 2015
World Cup when he was the
Team Director, Shastri has
been part of India’s coaching
staff at every ICC tourna-
ment, except the 2017 Cham-
pions Trophy. In none of his
four previous attempts has
India gone all the way.

Eye on the prize: An ICC Trophy is missing in Shastri and Kohli's collection. =ap

Though the Indians finished
on top of the table in the in-
augural ICC World Test
Championship (WTC) league
phase, they went on to lose
to New Zealand in the final.
In the three ICC limited-
overs tournaments where
Shastri had been at the helm,
India failed to progress
beyond the semifinal.

Teaching the 3Ts

The cricketers who have
been on the road with Shastri
say that he has been helping
them with the 3Ts — tech-
nique, tactics and tempera-
ment. For the past couple of
years, the coach has tried his

Nihal and Gukesh win

CHESS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Nihal Sarin and D. Gukesh
scored over lower-ranked
rivals while Arjun Erigaisi
held sixth seeded Russian
Andrey Esipenko in the
opening round of the
$425,000 FIDE Grand Swiss
chess tournament in Riga,
Latvia, on Wednesday.

In the women’s section,
R. Vaishali was the lone In-
dian to begin her campaign
with a win.

First-round results (involving
Indians): Open: Arjun Erigaisi
drew with Andrey Esipenko
(Rus); P. Harikrishna drew with
Vladislav Kovalev (FIDE); B. Ad-
hiban drew with S.P. Sethura-
man; Gabriel Sargissian (Arm)
drew with R. Praggnanandhaa;
Surya Shekhar Ganguly drew
with Sanan Sjugirov (Rus); Rau-
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D. Gukesh. =FiLE PHOTO

nak Sadhwani drew with Ivan
Cheparinov (Bul); Nihal Sarin bt
Kiril Georgiev (Mkd); D. Gukesh
bt Antenaina Rakotomaharo
(Mad); Miezis Normunds (Lat)
drew with K. Sasikiran.
Women: D. Harika drew with
Nataliya Buksa (Ukr); Padmini
Rout lost to Zhu Jiner (Chn);
Vantika Agarwal drew with
Batkhuyag Munguntuul (Mgl);
Jolanta Zawadzka (Pol) drew
with Divya Deshmukh; Jesse
Nikki February (RSA) lost to R.
Vaishali.

best to downplay the ICC
Trophy missing in the list
while speaking about the
achievements of his group.
But knowing Shastri, he
would keen to sign off in
style: a World Cup triumph.

While explaining India’s
evolution in the last five
years, captain Kohli revealed
that winning the T20 World
Cup was the ultimate goal for
Shastri and him.

“Winning an ICC tourna-
ment will definitely be a won-
derful moment for all of us,
for him as coach and for me
as skipper. It’ll be an amazing
achievement and something
that we are obviously motiv-

ated for... we will give eve-
rything we have,” Kohli had
said in the run-up to the
tournament.

No training

Meanwhile, the Indians opt-
ed to skip training on Thurs-
day. With less than 72 hours
remaining for the clash
against New Zealand on Sun-
day, Shastri would be fo-
cused on ensuring that his re-
latively young bunch — in
terms of experience — does
not think too far ahead.

But there’s no doubt that
the players will be desperate
to give their coach a fitting fa-
rewell.

LLakshya and Sindhu
sail into third round

Ashwini, Satwiksairaj duo bows out

BADMINTON

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

PARIS

India’s Lakshya Sen sailed
into the third round of the
French Open badminton
men’s singles event with a
comfortable 21-17, 21-13 win
over Singapore’s Loh Kean
Yew here on Thursday.

PV. Sindhu defeated Dan-
ish player Line Christopher-
sen 21-19, 21-9 to move into
the third round in women’s
singles.

But it was curtains for the
mixed doubles pair of Ash-
wini Ponnappa and Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy as it lost
its round-of-16 match to In-

Lakshya Sen.
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donesia’s Praveen Jordan
and Melati Daeva Oktavianti
21-15, 17-21, 19-21.

Other result: Men: Shesar Hi-
ren (Ina) bt Sameer Verma 21-
16, 12-21 (retd).

Excitement in store: It should be a fascinating battle between
Mujeeb and the Pakistan openers, Rizwan and Babar.

TODAY'S MATCHES
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West Indies Bangladesh
SHARJAH, 3.30 P.M. IST
H2H IN T20Is
Played: 12
West Indies | Bangladesh
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Afghanistan Pakistan
DUBAI, 7.30 P.M. IST
H2H IN T20IS
Played: 1
Afghanistan Pakistan

LIVE ON STAR SPORTS 1(SD & HD)

Pakistan has a reliable
finisher.

Despite facing a strong op-
ponent, Rashid is confident
of a good show. “We want to
give the kind of performanc-
es where fans back home can
have joy and celebrate,” said
Rashid. Afghanistan will
hope to bring more smiles to
people come Friday.

Holder
replaces
McCoy

AGENCE
FRANCE-PRESSE
DUBAI

Defending champion
West Indies called up
former skipper Jason
Holder to its T20
World Cup squad on
Wednesday after fast
bowler Obed McCoy
suffered a right leg
injury.

Holder, who has
199 West Indies caps
including 27 T201
appearances to his
name, was one of the
permitted travelling
reserves in the UAE.

He will be available
for West Indies’ game
against Bangladesh
on Friday.

Both teams have
lost both matches.

de Kock apologises, will
take a knee in future

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
DUBAI

South Africa’s Quinton de
Kock has apologised for re-
fusing to take the knee in his
team’s Twenty20 World Cup
match and said he would be
“happy” to do it.”

“I would like to start by
saying sorry to my team-
mates, and the fans back
home,” de Kock said in a
statement on Thursday.

“I never ever wanted to
make this a Quinton issue. I
understand the importance
of standing against racism,
and I also understand the
responsibility of wus as
players to set an example.

“If me taking a knee helps
to educate others, and
mabkes the lives of others bet-
ter,  am more than happy to
do so.”

Mixed race family

de Kock explained he comes
from a mixed race family
with his half-sisters being co-
loured and his stepmother is
black.

“For me, Black lives have
mattered since I was born.
Not just because there was
an international move-

" AFP

Quinton de Kock.

ment,” said the 28-year-old.

de Kock pulled out of
Tuesday’s match against hol-
ders West Indies for “perso-
nal reasons”, defying orders
from Cricket South Africa
(CSA) to their players on fol-
lowing the anti-racism
gesture.

Cricket South Africa wel-
comed the move and said,
“The Proteas men’s team
agreed to align and unify in
taking the knee for the re-
maining fixtures of the
World Cup campaign.”

The board added their
stance against racism “is a
moral issue, not a political
issue”.

Sathiyan in last eight

WTT TUNIS

SPORTS BUREAU
TUNIS
G. Sathiyan stormed into the
men’s singles quarterfinals
of the World Table Tennis
Contender Tunis with an
11-6, 11-9, 11-9 win over Ibra-
hima Diaw of Senegal on
Thursday. The 28-year-old
had also reached the semifi-
nals of the men’s doubles
and mixed doubles events.

Partnering Harmeet De-
sai, Sathiyan defeated the
Hungarian pair of Patrik Ju-
hasz and Bence Majoros 12-
10, 11-7, 10-12, 11-6. He then
joined hands with Manika
Batra to get past France’s
Alexandra Cassin and Prithi-
ka Pavade 11-8, 7-11, 8-11, 11-4,
11-8.

However, Sharath Kamal
and Manav Thakkar went

»

down to Nandor Ecseki and
Adam Szudi of Hungary.

The results: Singles (pre-quar-
terfinal): G. Sathiyan bt Ibrahi-
ma Diaw (Sen) 11-6, 11-9, 11-9.
Double (quarterfinals): Men's
doubles: Sathiyan & Harmeet
Desai bt Patrik Juhasz & Bence
Majoros (Hun) 12-10, 11-7, 10-
12, 11-6; Nandor Ecseki & Adam
Szudi (Hun) bt Sharath Kamal
& Manav Thakkar 11-6, 11-9, 7-
11,13-11.

Mixed doubles: Sathiyan & Ma-
nika Batra bt Alexandra Cassin
& Prithika Pavade (Fra) 11-8, 7-
11, 8-11,11-4, 11-8.

=FILE PHOTO

G. Sathiyan.

A ND-NDE



e THE HINDU

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2021

TV PICKS

Men's T20 World Cup: Star
Sports 1(SD & HD), 3.30 p.m.
&7.30 p.m.

Badminton: Paris Open: Star
Sports 3, 5.30 p.m.

Men's World Boxing
Championships: Sony Six
(SD & HD), 9.30 p.m.
Bundesliga: Sony Ten 2 (SD
& HD), 12 a.m. (Saturday)

IN BRIEF

with 26-point comeback
OKLAHOMA CITY

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander
scored 27 points to help host
Oklahoma City Thunder rally
from 26 down to beat Los
Angeles Lakers 123-115 in the
NBA on Wednesday.

The results: Charlotte 120 bt
Orlando 111, Washington 116
bt Boston 107, Miami 106 bt
Brooklyn 93, Atlanta 102 bt
New Orleans 99, Toronto 118
bt Indiana 100, Minnesota 113
bt Milwaukee 108, Oklahoma
City 123 bt LA Lakers 115,
Sacramento 110 bt Phoenix
107, Portland 116 bt Memphis
96, Cleveland 92 bt LA
Clippers 79.

India Open badminton
from January 1

NEW DELHI

The BWF will commence its
2022 calendar with a
three-stop India leg starting
with the India Open here from
January 11 to 16. As per the
revised tournament calendar
released on Thursday, India
Open will be followed by
Syed Modi India International
(Jan. 18-23) at Lucknow and
Odisha Open (Jan. 25-30) at
Cuttack.

Five subs in football to
be made permanent
ZURICH

The temporary move to give
teams the option of five
substitutions per game instead
of three should take effect on
a permanent basis, football's
lawmakers recommended. The
measure was introduced in May
2020 when football resumed
following a COVID-19
suspension. ap

L
Was embarrassed after
Liverpool loss: Rashford
MANCHESTER
Manchester United striker
Marcus Rashford on
Wednesday admitted that he
was embarrassed after his
side faced a 0-5 drubbing at
the hands of Liverpool in the
Premier League last week.
Taking to Twitter, Rashford
wrote: "l was embarrassed. |
am embarrassed. Our fans are
everything and you didn't
deserve that. We're working
hard to try and fix this. We

have to redeem ourselves."
ANI

Prarthana in
doubles semifinals

INDIANS ABROAD

SPORTS BUREAU
POITIERS (FRANCE)

India’s Prarthana Thom-
bare and Lara Sailden of
Belgium defeated Flavie
Brugnone and Lucie
Wargnier of France 6-4,
3-6, [10-7] to reach the
doubles semifinals of the
$25,000 ITF women’s
tennis tournament here.

In the same tourna-
ment, qualifier Karman
Kaur Thandi lost 7-5, 7-5
to Estelle Cascino.

In the ITF women’s
event in Tunisia, quali-
fier Jennifer Luikham
downed fifth seed Chiara
Catini of Italy 57, 6-3, 6-1
in the first round, but
was outplayed in the pre-
quarterfinals by Lucija
Ciric Bagaric of Croatia.
The results: $15,000 ITF
Monastir: Men: Pre-quar-
terfinals: Simon Beaupain
(Bel) bt Sidharth Rawat
1-6, 7-6(5), 6-3.

Women: Pre-quarterfinals:
Lucija Ciric Bagaric (Cro) bt
Jennifer Luikham 6-0, 6-3;
First round: Jennifer Luik-
ham bt Chiara Catini (Ita)
5-7, 6-3, 6-1; Natalia Orlova
(Rus) bt Bhuvana Kalva 6-3,
6-4; Doubles (pre-quar-
terfinals): Jennifer Ruggeri

cM
K

India capitulates to UAE

Concedes late penalty in AFC U-23 Championship Qualifiers

FOOTBALL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

DUBAI

India slumped to a 1-O defeat
after conceding a late penal-
ty in its second AFC U-23
Championship  Qualifiers
match against host UAE at
the Fujairah Stadium here.

Abdulla Idrees converted
the 82-minute penalty for
the hosts after Suresh
brought Ali Saleh down in-
side the box.

Both the Group E encoun-
ters ended in similar fashion
on Wednesday night after
Oman got the better of Kyr-
gyz Republic thanks to a late
penalty.

Igor Stimac made only
one change to the team that
got a 2-1 win against Oman in
its previous game, having
brought in Lalengmawia at
the expense of Aniket Jadhav
to make the mid-field more
compact against UAE.

Safety first

Both the teams started with
a safety-first approach be-
fore Rahim Ali squeezed in
to make room for himself in
the six-yard-box, but before
he could connect to the long
throw-in by Asish, UAE goal-
keeper Suhail Abdulla Almu-

Battleground: Indian defender Asish Rai vies for possession with a UAE player.

= TWITTER/INDIANFOOTBALL

tawa collected the ball calm-
ly.

Before the clock struck
the half-hour mark, India
launched back-to-back at-
tacks but the opponents
dealt with them to cut the
scorer out of the equation.

Rahul K.P. got himself on-
to the end of a cross from the
right by Asish, and tapped it
in past the keeper, but his ce-
lebrations were cut short af-
ter referee Fu Ming adjudged
Rahim Ali, who had alleged-

il o G R D

poainie i AT

g e p

ly touched the ball on the
way, to be off-side.

The hosts re-joined with
more vigour and took only
four minutes to launch their
first attack in the second
half.

Rescue act
Marwan Fahad leapt above
others to convert a long
throw-in but Dheeraj came
to the rescue act in the 49th
minute.

UAE kept on pushing the

Solskjaer limps into defining week

Team selection could decide his future at Old Trafford

PREMIER LEAGUE

ASSOCIATED PRESS
MANCHESTER

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer limps
on at Manchester United,
seemingly now operating on
a game-by-game basis while
the club’s hierarchy weighs
up whether he is still the
right manager for England’s
biggest team.

Could a loss to Tottenham
in the Premier League on Sa-
turday be the decisive blow?
Does a hectic schedule of
three games in a week mean
he’ll survive at least until the
international break that fol-
lows?

Solskjaer is fighting to
keep his job heading to Tot-
tenham Hotspur Stadium
this weekend and something
needs to drastically change if
he is to engineer another
turnaround in his turbulent
three years at United.

However, it is with a nod
to his most recent past at Un-
ited that Solskjaer might yet
get through this crisis.

Much of the analysis sur-
rounding United’s pitiful dis-
play against Liverpool fo-
cused on the team’s inability
to press effectively as a team
high up the field. With no
unity or cohesion in United’s
pressing game, Liverpool

Crunch time: Ole Gunnar Solskjaer would be banking on
Ronado to lift a beleaguered United to save his job. =ap

has demonstrated this sea-
son, had an easy time break-
ing through the midfield and
unpicking a defence that
was woefully unprotected.

After all, adopting that ap-
proach is how United has
managed to stay undefeated
against City in the league in
their last four meetings, win-
ning three of them, and how
United kept five clean sheets
in six games combined
against City, Chelsea and Li-
verpool last season.

It might appear to be a
step back for Solskjaer, an
acceptance that he hasn’t
advanced United’s play des-
pite some major attacking
additions to the squad in the
last two years in the form of

Bruno Fernandes and more
recently Cristiano Ronaldo
and Jadon Sancho.

But the current situation
might demand it, especially
over the next week with Tot-
tenham so effective on the
break through Son Heung-
min and Harry Kane, Atalan-
ta prone to going all out in
attack and leaving gaps in its
defense, and City having had
problems dealing with Un-
ited’s counter-attacks.

It makes Solskjaer’s team
selection against Tottenham
fascinating, arguably his
most important as United
manager. Get it wrong and it
could spell the end for the
club great who is running
out of time.

Indian defenders vigorously
in search of the opening
goal.

All four teams are locked
on three points each, with
identical goal differences.
The group-topper will quali-
fy for the finals in Uzbekistan
next year, whereas the four
best runners-up will also join
them. India will next take on
the Kyrgyz Republic on Sa-
turday.

The result: UAE 1 (Abdulla
Idrees 82-pen) bt India O.

Berwal enters
pre-quarters

BOXING

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BELGRADE

Indian boxer Narender
Berwal (+92kg) stormed in-
to the pre-quarterfinals of
the AIBA men’s World
Championships after out-
classing Sierra Leone’s Mo-
hamed Kendeh in a se-
cond-round contest here
on Thursday.

Berwal thoroughly dom-
inated his imposing rival,
who just could not connect
for most part of the bout
and struggled with his
movement as well.

The Indian, making his
debut at the big event, was
the sharper of the two and
did well not to come in the
line of the heavy punches
Kendeh could have thrown
had he been more agile.

Kendeh’s sluggish foot-
work, inability to either de-
fend himself or launch any
attack of note eventually
forced the referee to hand
him a standing eight count
a minute and a half into the
third round.

However, late last night,
another debutant Varinder
Singh (60kg) was forced to
give a walkover to Karen
Tonakanyan of Armenia as
he was down with high
fever.

Host India in a tough group
Clubbed with China, Chinese Taipei and Iran

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KUALA LUMPUR

Host India was on Thursday
handed a tough draw for the
2022 AFC Women’s Asian
Cup as it was clubbed with
eight-time champion China,
Chinese Taipei and Iran.

India, ranked 57th in the
FIFA charts, is the third-high-
est ranked side in the group
behind China (17th) and Chi-
nese Taipei (40th) and ahead
of Iran (72nd).

The draw was held here at
the Asian Football Confeder-
ations (AFC) headquarters in
the Malaysian capital. India
is scheduled to host the tour-
nament from January 20 to
Feb. 6 in Mumbai, Navi Mum-
bai and Pune.

“It is an exciting group.
We respect all our oppo-
nents as all of them are
strong teams who have qual-
ified for the AFC Asian Cup
India 2022. But we are ready
to play any team,” India’s
head coach Thomas Denner-
by said.

Rapt attention: The Indian women's football team watches

the live webcast of the draw. =TwITTER/INDIANFOOTBALL

“I don’t consider any par-
ticular match as a key one.
All three matches are key
matches for us in the group
stage.”

The excitement around
Asia’s marquee women’s na-
tional team the competition
is starting to build following
the completion of qualifiers
where Chinese Taipei, Indo-
nesia, the Islamic Republic of
Iran, Korea Republic, Myan-
mar, the Philippines, Thai-
land and Vietnam secured

their spots to the Finals.

They will join the top
three from the 2018 show-
piece Japan, Australia and
China alongside host India.

“The AFC Women’s Asian
Cup is the premier flagship
tournament for women’s
football in our continent,
and I'm proud and happy
that India is going to be the
host for the 2022 edition,”
said All India Football Feder-
ation (AIFF) president Praful
Patel.
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Prarthana Thombare.
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& Arianna Zucchini (Ita) bt
Selya Rakki (Fra) & Jennifer
Luikham 6-4, 6-3.
$25,000 ITF women, Poi-
tiers: First round: Estelle
Cascino (Fra) bt Karman
Kaur Thandi 7-5, 7-5; Dou-
bles (quarterfinals): Lara
Sailden (Bel) & Prarthana
Thombare bt Flavie Brug-
none & Lucie Wargnier (Fra)
6-4, 3-6, [10-7]; Pre-quar-
terfinals: Lara & Prarthana
bt Julia Grabher (Aut) & Si-
mona Waltert (Sui) 6-2,
7-6(10).

$15,000 ITF women, Anta-
lya, Turkey: Doubles (pre-
quarterfinals): Ziben EL
Ouazzani (Mar) & Rosa Vi-
cens Mas (Esp) bt Sonia
Cassani (Ita) & Annika Kan-
nan 6-3, 2-6, [10-4].

»

This season, make your dreams come true.

Book the Mercedes-Benz GLC and bring home adventures with DreamFest - a never-before bundle of exclusive benefits. You also stand a chance
to win an exhilarating, once-in-a-lifetime trip to an Fl1 race, gain access to the Paddock Club, and meet the racing legend, Lewis Hamilton.

FEST |
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