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Centre to begin paddy
procurement today
CHANDIGARH

On the day when farmers
staged demonstrations in
many parts of Punjab

and Haryana against
postponement of paddy
purchase, the Centre on
Saturday decided to start
procurement in both the
States from October 3. The
Centre had postponed the
procurement citing higher
moisture content due to rain.
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Cong. seeks to
put Meghalaya
house in order

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

After suffering setbacks in
Punjab and Goa, the Con-
gress leadership has made
a move to stem the rot
within the party in Megha-
laya.

The Meghalaya unit of
the Congress has been di-
vided into two camps since
the party leadership ap-
pointed Shillong MP Vin-
cent H. Pala as its president
a month ago. The dissident
camp is said to be led by
former Chief Minister and
Congress Legislature Party
leader Mukul M. Sangma.

Senior Congress leaders
are likely to meet Dr. Sang-
ma and Mr. Pala in New
Delhi by October 4 to iron
out the differences bet-
ween the two leaders
ahead of the bypolls to
three Assembly seats on
October 30.
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7 out of 106 names suggested

as HC judges cleared so far: CJI

‘Minister has agreed to process rest of the names recommended by Collegium’

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India N.V. Ra-
mana on Saturday said the
government had so far
cleared seven of the 106
names recommended as
High Court judges by the Su-
preme Court Collegium
since May.

Of the nine new Chief Jus-
tices of various High Courts
suggested by the Collegium
to the government from May,
the latter has cleared one.

“Since May, my team SO
far has recommended ap-
pointment of 106 Judges and
nine new Chief Justices to va-
rious High Courts. The go-
vernment has cleared seven
names out of the 106 judges
and one out of the nine Chief
Justices, so far. I expect that
the government will clear
the rest of the names very
soon,” Chief Justice Ramana
said.

The (JI, however, re-
marked that Law Minister Ki-
ren Rijiju had agreed to pro-
cess the rest of the names in
a short while.

“The government has

Empty seats
The chart plots the
share of vacant posts
of judges in select
High Courts as on
October 1, 2021.
Over half of the
positions are vacant
in seven HCs —
Telangana, Patna,
Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Odisha, Delhi and
Andhra Pradesh

cleared some and the Law
Minister has said the rest of
things are going to come in a
short time, in one or two
days,” the CJI said.

Chief Justice Ramana was
speaking at the inaugural
function of the six-week ‘The
Pan India Legal Awareness
and Outreach Campaign’ or-
ganised by the National Le-
gal Services Authority.

The CJI's speech was
made in the presence of Pre-
sident Ram Nath Kovind, Mr.
Rijiju and Supreme Court
judges and Collegium mem-
bers Justices U.U. Lalit and
A.M. Khanwilkar.
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The CJI said the appoint-
ments, as they came through
from the government side,
would take care of the issues
of pendency in the High
Courts to some extent.

“I seek the cooperation
and support of the govern-
ment to enable access to jus-
tice and to strengthen de-
mocracy,” Chief Justice
Ramana said.

The CJI said the endea-
vour of the nation should be
to carry the flag of justice to
its remotest corner and to
the weakest person.

Chief Justice Ramana said
inclusive growth could only

Rajasthan

Patna
Telangana

L

n A viéw of t}]e
Madras High Court

be attained through equal
and inclusive access to jus-
tice. Unequal access to jus-
tice leads to greater gaps in
social fabric.

Apart from pendency, va-
cancies and piling up of
thousands of cases, the pan-
demic had exposed some
deep-rooted problems in
society.

“Lack of health care, evic-
tion from home and uncer-
tainty about one’s next meal
— all these overflow from ab-
sence of justice,” Chief Jus-
tice Ramana said.
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Rajasthan govt. will complete term: Gehlot

Chief Minister dismisses speculation of Punjab-style change of guard in State

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR
Facing demands from the
rival faction in the ruling
Congress for a power-shar-
ing arrangement, Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
on Saturday said his govern-
ment would complete its full
tenure of five years and he
would be active for the next
15 to 20 years. Mr. Gehlot
said all speculation doing the
rounds here after the change
of guard in Punjab were
“wrong and unfounded”.
Addressing a programme
at his official residence to
launch two campaigns of the
administration, Mr. Gehlot
said the Congress govern-
ment would not only com-
plete its five years but would
also come back to power in
the next Assembly election.
“There is no anti-incumben-
cy factor against our govern-
ment. We have obtained an
authentic feedback from the
people [on this],” he said.
His remarks about the

Ashok Gehlot

State government’s stability
were apparently directed at
both the Opposition Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) and the
rival camp in the Congress
led by his former deputy, Sa-
chin Pilot.

The two campaigns,
‘Prashasan Shahron Ke Sang’
and ‘Prashasan Gaon Ke
Sang’, marked Mahatma
Gandhi’s birth anniversary
celebrations. Mr. Gehlot
thanked the people of the
State for sending their wish-
es and prayers when he un-
derwent angioplasty recent-

ly and urged them to go for
heart check-ups after their
recovery from COVID-19.

The Chief Minister also
took a jibe at the BJP for
questioning him on working
from home during the pan-
demic. “We should follow all
protocols because we are
still living in the middle of a
pandemic. The BJP lost its
leader [Rajsamand MLA] Ki-
ran Maheshwari to the virus,
but they are still not willing
to learn,” he said.

Mr. Gehlot, 70, under-
went an angioplasty at the
Sawai Man Singh Govern-
ment Hospital here on Au-
gust 27. He has had health is-
sues since he recovered from
COVID-19 in May.

No word on reshuffle

The Chief Minister did not
address the issue of Cabinet
expansion and reshuffle as
well as political appoint-
ments, which have been in-
ordinately delayed, in his
speech. He holds as many as

Vilcrant to sail out for Phase 2 trials

Indigenous aircraft carrier likely to be commissioned in August 2022

DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

The maiden sea trials of the
indigenous aircraft carrier
Vikrant have progressed ve-
ry well and the second phase
of trials are expected to be-
gin by October-end, with the
third phase planned in De-
cember, a defence official
said.

“Vikrant is expected to be
delivered to the Navy in April
and likely to be commis-
sioned in August 2022, the
official said which would al-
so coincide with 75 years of
Independence.

Simultaneously, work is
under way on the aviation
complex of the carrier for
which a Russian team is
here. The aviation trials will
continue once the carrier is
commissioned and they
would be done with the

CcM
K

On track: Vikrant was designed by the Directorate of Naval
Design and built by Cochin Shipyard Ltd. =speciaL ARRANGEMENT

MiG-29K jet in service with
the Navy, the official said.

‘Extremely satisfactory’

During the maiden sea trial
in August, Vikrant’s perfor-
mance, including hull, main
propulsion, power genera-
tion and distribution and
auxiliary equipment, were
tested. The results were ex-

»

tremely satisfactory and the
engine showed 100% perfor-
mance and some issues that
had come up were being ad-
dressed, the official said.
Vikrant, designed by the
Navy’s Directorate of Naval
Design and built by Cochin
Shipyard Ltd., has more than
76% indigenous content.
There are 14 decks, including

five in the superstructure
and over 2,300 compart-
ments designed for a crew of
around 1,700 people, with
separate accommodation for
women officers.

In the Phase 2 of the trials,
the complete habitat, includ-
ing each of the over 2,300
compartments, would be
thoroughly checked, the offi-
cial said.

The Navy had floated a Re-
quest For Information (RFT)
issued in 2017 to procure 57
twin-engine carrier-borne
fighters and the responses
are being evaluated. As re-
ported by The Hindu earlier,
the number was to be down-
sized from 57 to 36. A final
decision is awaited and the
number could be downsized
further, it has been learnt.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 6

nine portfolios, including
Home and Finance.

The Pilot camp has been
anxiously waiting for inclu-
sion in the Cabinet and polit-
ical positions ever since an
assurance was given by the
Congress high command.

Mr. Pilot was sacked both
as the Deputy Chief Minister
and the Pradesh Congress
president after he, along
with 18 MLAs, staged a rebel-
lion against Mr. Gehlot in Ju-
ly last year.

While Mr. Gehlot’s loyal-
ists have affirmed that the
political situation in Rajas-
than would not witness any
major upheaval after the tur-
moil in Punjab, the Congress
emissaries from New Delhi
have been unable to con-
vince him to carry out an
early reshuffle.

The State can have a maxi-
mum of 30 Ministers. At pre-
sent, there are 21 members
in the Council of Ministers,
including the Chief Minister,
and nine slots are vacant.

India-China
talks next week:
Army chief

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

India and China are likely
to hold the 13th round of
Corps Commander-level
talks next week aimed at
resolving the stand-off in
eastern Ladakh, the Chief
of the Army Staff, General
Manoj Naravane, said on
Saturday. The focus will be
on working out a plan for
disengagement in the Hot
Springs area.

“The talks have been go-
ing on for more than a year
now... We are hopeful to
have the 13th round of talks
very soon, perhaps as soon
as next week, that is the se-
cond week of October,”
General Naravane told a
news agency in Leh.
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- ‘LJP factions
~ cant use party
name, symbol

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
on Saturday passed an or-
der saying both factions of
the Lok Janshakti Party
(LyP), led by Union Minis-
ter Pashupati Kumar Paras
and Lok Sabha MP Chirag
Paswan, would not be al-
lowed to use the party’s
name or symbol for the up-
coming Bihar Assembly
byelections on October 30.

The interim order would
cover the period of the bye-
lections to the Kusheshwar
Asthan and Tarapur As-
sembly seats and continue
till the EC makes a final de-
termination of the dispute,
the order said.

The two sides had
staked claim to the LJP
name and symbol, but with
the last date for nomina-
tions of candidates for the
bypolls being October 8,
the poll panel said the
“time available is not adeq-
uate to ensure due pro-
cess”.

Mr. Paswan, in his oral
submission on October 1,
sought a decision before
October 8, the order said.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 6

~Govt. notifies new rules
to clear retro tax mess

Centre seeks to prevent future claims

TaXing times | a took at the genesis

of the retrospective tax imbroglio:

MAY 2007: Vodafone buys

Hutchison Whampoa's con-
trolling stake in Hutchison

Essar for $10.9 billion

SEPT. 2007: |-T Department
serves notice to Vodafone
for failing to deduct tax at
source

JAN. 2012: SC backs
Vodafone, ruling that
indirect transfer of shares

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Firms such as Cairn and Vo-
dafone disputing retrospec-
tive tax demands in India
will not only have to with-
draw all legal proceedings
and waive all rights to claim
costs or attach Indian assets
but also indemnify the go-
vernment on costs and lia-
bilities from any action pur-
sued by other interested
parties in future.

Setting the stage for a clo-
sure of the retrospective tax
disputes over indirect
transfer of assets situated in
India, the Union govern-
ment late on October 1 noti-
fied new rules under the In-

to a non-Indian daf
company would Vedarone
not attract tax in India

MARCH 2012: Government
introduces an amendment
that allows it to tax such
transactions retrospectively

SEPT. 2020: Vodafone gets
a favourable ruling at the
Permanent Court of Arbitra-
tion at The Hague

come Tax Act for specifying
the process to be followed
by affected taxpayers to set-
tle these long-brewing dis-
putes.

New section

The Income-Tax  (3lst
Amendment) Rules, 2021,
introduce a new portion
pertaining to ‘indirect
transfer prior to May 28,
2012 of assets situated in In-
dia’, and lay out the condi-
tions and formats for under-
takings to be submitted by
all ‘interested parties’ to the
tax department in order to
settle their tax disputes.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 6

Chhattisgarh is no Punjab, asserts Baghel

ANUP DUTTA
BHOPAL

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Saturday
refuted speculation on a pos-
sible change of guard in the
Congress-ruled State ahead
of an impending visit by
former party president Ra-
hul Gandhi, the dates for

which haven’t been an-
nounced yet.

Pressed by reporters at
the Raipur helipad about the
Bharatiya Janata Party draw-
ing a parallel between Pun-
jab and Chhattisgarh vis-a-
vis dissensions within the
Congress units in the two
States, Mr. Baghel replied

obliquely: “Chhattisgarh will
always remain Chhattisgarh.
It cannot become Punjab.
The two States have only
one similarity — both have
numbers in their name. No
other States have numbers
in their name.”
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Don't play politics over Chhath Puja: CM

Manoj Tiwari asks Kejriwal to join him in requesting L-G to lift restrictions

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The ban on organising
Chhath Puja at public places
snowballed into a political is-
sue on Saturday even as
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal appealed to his oppo-
nents not to “indulge in polit-
ics” over the issue.

Speaking on the sidelines
of a ceremony at the Delhi

Assembly, Mr. Kejriwal
sought to assert that restric-
tions imposed on the Chhath
Puja were for the safety of ci-
tizens amid the ongoing CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

“There is a risk involved
because if even one person is
infected, he or she can
spread it to everyone else
through the medium of wa-
ter [during arghyas],” Mr.

Kejriwal said.

North-East Delhi BJP MP
Manoj Tiwari, who had on
Friday met with representa-
tives of Chhath Puja samitis,
requested Mr. Kejriwal to
join him in requesting L-G
Anil Baijal, also Delhi Disas-
ter Management Authority
chairperson, to lift the curbs.

Mr. Tiwari referred to
tweets from AAP MLAs blam-

ing the L-G for the decision to
put across his point.
“@ArvindKejriwal, your
party members are also in
support of our demand, you
are requested that the go-
vernment makes a proposal
that Chhath Puja should be
observed on the banks of
ponds and the Yamuna with-
in the limits of COVID-19
rules,” Mr. Tiwari tweeted.

REGIONAL APPOINTMENT

/RALINSTITUTECDE:
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Tamil Nadu.

72y THE GANDHIGRAM RURAL INSTITUTE
(Deemed to be UmversnY
Ministry of Education, Govt. of India
Accredited by NAAC with ‘A’ Grade (3 cycle)

8 25 GANDHIGRAM - 624 302, DINDIGUL DISTRICT, TAMIL NADU
1. Applications are invited for the appointment to the postof
Vice-Chancellor, The Gandhigram Rural Institute (Deemed
to be University), Gandhigram - 624 302, Dindigul District,

2. The maximum age of applicant must not be more than 65
years on the closing date of application.

3. Signed applications in the prescribed format should be sent
to “The Under Secretary (ICR), Department of Higher
Education, Ministry of Education, Room No.515 B, B
Wing Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi-110001".

4.Thelast date forreceipt of applicationsis 02.11.2021 upto

TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT

Office of the Commissioner for Transport and Road Safety,

&
s’ 1st Floor, TTMC Building, KH Road,Shanthinagar, Bangalore-560 027.

NO.:CT/RGN-1/PR-64/2018-19

DIPR/DDU/JA/1756/2021-22

DATE: 30.09.2021

PUBLICATION FOR INVITING TENDER
(Through e-procurement portal)

The Transport Department, Government of Karnataka
intends to select private agencies for Fixation of High
Security Registration Plates(HSRP) for the Vehicles
registered in Karnataka on and Prior to 31.03.2019. In
this regard, Transport Department,
Karnataka invites tender bids [Expression of Interest (EOI)]
from eligible investors / bidders. The bid documents and
agreement can be downloaded from Karnataka Public
Procurement Portal (www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in). Last
date for submission of bid (EOI) is 21-10-2021 @ 15:00 Hrs.

Government of

Sd/-

COMMISSIONER FOR TRANSPORT &
ROAD SAFETY, BANGALORE.

5.00 PM. STAY PROTECTED FROM COVID-19, NO CARELESSNESS UNTIL THERE IS A CURE.

. . . i . G Feet [ o Maintai
5. For qualification and the format of application are available @ @ Wear Follow Physical ln| & B
as Distancing >~ Hygiene

onthe websites http://www.education.gov.inand
www.ruraluniv.ac.in
Date: 03.10.2021
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Central Bank of India
i S ——

www.centralbankofindia.co.in

Ph. : 0751-2402020, 2402021, Fax : 0751-2402022
NOTICE UNDER SARFAESI ACT, 2002

Build a better life around us.
Regional Office : Naka Chandrawadni Chauraha, Infront of Govt. Polytechnic College, Jhansi Road, Gwalior (M.P.) - 474009

(60 Day Notice for Movable/Immovable Property)

(Section 13 (2) read with Rule 3 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002)

Whereas the undersigned, being the Authorised Officer of Central Bank of India Regional Office, Gwalior, under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (54 of 2002), and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13 (12) read with the rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement)
Rules 2002, issued a demand notice for 60 days, A notice is hereby given that the following Borrowers/Guarantors have defaulted in the repayment of principal and interest of

the various loans facility obtained by them from the Central Bank and the loan account(s) has/have been classified as Non-Performing Assets (NPA). The Demand notices were
issued under Section 13 (2) {"the Act" or "SARFAESI Act"} on last known addresses of those borrowers and their guarantors, but they have been returned unserved/not proper
acknowledge/denied to received by them and as such they are hereby informed by way of this public notice, that the undersigned has taken the possession of property
described herein below in the exercise of powers conferred upon him/her under section 13 (4) together with 13 (12) of the said Act read with Rule 8 & 9 of the said rules) {"the
Act" or "SARFAESI Act"} will be taken after 60 days from the date of paper publication, The borrowers/guarantors in particular and public in general is hereby cautioned not to
deal with the property, and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Central Bank of India. This notice is issued without prejudice to any other rights

available to our bank under the above SARFAESI Act-2002 and/or any other law in force.

Navgrah Mandir, | \Gro INFRA, ADDRESS -

Represented by its partners-| (Book No.L.E.373047 & M 373048.)
1.hri Mohan Lal Bhutani

2:Shri Prakash §/o Shri Ramrang Bhutani

NORTH- Land of Shri Manoj Gupta, SOUTH- Land of Shri Ranjan Bhutani;

/o Shri Siya Ram Gupta
R/o - Mahaveer Colony,
Balla ka Dera, Dabra, Distt.
Gwalior,M.P.

C-Shri Ranjan Bhutani

/o Shri Mohan Lal Bhutani,
R/o - B-53, Rishi Nagar,
Caption Satish Marg, Rani
Bagh, North- West Delhi.
110034., R/o -F-219,House
No. 211/250, Rishi Nagar,
Rani Bagh, New Delhi.
D-Shri Rakesh Bhutani

/o Shri Mohan Lal Bhutani,
R/o - B-53, Rishi Nagar,

NORTH- Land of Gajander singh - Pushpendra singh, SOUTH- 10 feet Way (kaccha rasta);
(D) 1. Mrs. Rachna Gupta W/o Shri Radheyshyam Gupta

553/3, Tehsil-Dabra, Distt.-Gwalior,M.P. (Book No.L.E.373047)

NORTH- Land of Pushpendra Rawat, SOUTH- 10 feet Way (kaccha rasta);

ABOVE ALL PROPERTY CONSOLIDATLI AT PRESENTLI AS-

Branch | Name of the Name of the Details of Secured Asset(s) Equitable Mortgaged (s) to be Enforced Asset(s)and Name and Address of Dateof | Amount
name Borrower's Guarantor’s title/Lessee Holder(s)/Owner of Secured Asset(s) Who create Security interest Demand | Outstanding
-cum- Notice

MORTGAGER:
M/S. S.P. A-M/S, S. P. PLASTIC M/S S.P. PLASTIC INDUSTRIES, Partners -1.5hri Rajesh Dubey S/o Shri Ramnarayan Dubey and 19/ Rs.
PLASTIC INDUSTRIES 2.Shri Prakash Gupta S/o Shri Ramkishan Gupta, [1] Equitable Mortgage- Immovable industrial land & Property Address- 4.66.41.955.00
INDUSTRIES | ADDRESS - Behind Railway | /s 5.p, PLASTIC INDUSTRIES, (Lease hold land) Lease land allotted by Govt. of M.P. Through the M.P. AKVAN (G) LTD 0c/ - (Wl
BANMORE | Mortgaged by | Line, Plot No.-11, Industrial ISSP. : s {Lease hld land) Lease kand allttediy Got, of M., Through the M., AKVAN (6)L1D. 2021 | [Rs. Four
! its Partner’s— | Ares. Banmore Moren Known as Industrial Infrastructure Development Corporation (11DC), (Gwalior) M.P. Limited Gwalior, for land in the Carore
it 1-Shri Rajesh Di:;' Maore:aen'n P° e, industrial area at Banmore, Distt. Morena M.P. A term of 30 years from 17.06.2009 till ending dt.16.06.2039. (Allotted in Note- | Sixty-Six
Morere) | 1 ey Throughits partners- the name of M/S S.P. PLASTIC INDUSTRIES, Partners- Shri Rajesh Dubey S/o Shri Ramnarayan Dubey and Shri Prakash Demand Lakgggrty—
9% S/o Shri 1.5hri Rajesh Dubey S/o Gupta S/o Shri Ramkishan Gupta) and M/S S.P. PLASTIC INDUSTRIES constricted Factory Building as above plot (Shade, Z';:':: Thousand
Ramnarayan Shri Ramnarayan Dubey Guard room, Boundaries surrounding the factory) on lease land. (Approx 600 sq. ft. +457.87 running feet =1057.87 sq./ 03/ Nine
Dubey, 2.5hri Prakash Gupta running feet) M.P.; AREA OF PROPERTY- 1093.75 Sq. Mt. (0.103 Hectares); bounded as under- EAST- Service road, 06/ E?t”d;_ed
5/; a'r“h'l‘::r" /o ShriRamkishan Gupta | WEST- Plot No R-3, NORTH- Plot No R-12, SOUTH- Plot No R-10; 2021is | "o
ga BM/S, MAARAMSHREE | ) Hypothecation of Plant and Machinery total with stock of Raw material (RM), SIP and FIG and Receivables. withdr | Fyture

[3] Equitable Mortgage-Immovable Diverted Land & Property-Shri Radheyshyam Gupta S/o Late ShriSiyasharan Gupta| %"

Bah(:_dapu[, Jhansi Road, Dabra, Distt, ! b / ° \
gx:lzg? “D’;S::f- Gualior, M.P. (A) Village Magrora, Patwari Halka No.05, Part of Survey No. 553/2,553/3, Tehsil-Dabra, Distt.-Gwalior,.P.,

AREA OF PROPERTY- 0.098 Hectares bounded as under- EAST- Gwalior Jhansi Road, WEST- Land of Smt. Rachna Gupta,

Gupta L
S/o Shri g °;;§§'h':'h5"‘&|§:‘gi{'an (B) Shri Ranjan Bhutani S/o Shri Mohan Lal Bhutani; Village Magrora, Patwari Halka No.05, Part of Survey No. 553/3,
Ramkishan Bagh North- West & RaN | Tehsil- Dabra, Distt.-Gwalior, M.P. (Book No.L.E.373047 & M 373048.)
Gupta, Delhi, 110032, AREA OF PROPERTY-0.110 Hectares bounded as under- EAST- Gwalior Jhansi Road, WEST- Land of Smt. Rachna Gupta,
5/ 0= Gargaj | by 215 House No NORTH- Land of Shri Radhe Gupta, SOUTH- 10 feet Way (kaccha rastal;
olony, e o . . . .
Bahodapur, 211/250, Rishi Nagar, Rani | (C) 1.Shri Mohan Lal Bhutani /o Shri Ramrang Bhutani
Gwalior, Distt. gaghh,_ Ne:hoelw. 2. Shri Radheyshyam Gupta S/o Late Shri Siyasharan Gupta Village Magrora, Patwari Halka No.05, Part of Survey No.
Gwalior, MP. | ZShriRadheyshyam Gupta | ggmin, Tensil-Dabra, Distt.-Gwalior,M.P. (Book No.LE.373047 & M 370345.)

AREA OF PROPERTY- 0.840 Hectares bounded as under- EAST- Land of Seller Devendra singh, WEST- Land (Khet) Rawat,

2, Shri Rakesh Bhutani S/o Shri Mohan Lal Bhutani; Village Magrora, Patwari Halka No.05, Part of Survey No. 556,
AREA OF PROPERTY-0.260 Hectares bounded as under- EAST- Land of Seller, WEST- Land Radheshyam gupta & others land,

(BOUNDARIES AS PER PRESENT STATUS OF EQITABLE MORTGAGED PROPERTY NO 3-(A) PART OF SURVEY NO. 553/2,
553/3,(0.098 HEACTARS) + (B)PART OF SURVEY NO. 553/3,(0.110 HEACTARS) + (C) PART OF SURVEY NO. 556/MIN,(0.840
HEACTARS) + (D) PART OF SURVEY NO. 556,553/3,(0.260 HEACTARS). ALL PROPERTY BONDED IN ONE PLOT AREA THERE
STANDS M/S, MAA RAMSHREE AGRO INFRA WEARE HOUSE JOINTLY CONSTRUCTED ON THE PLOT SO BOUNDRIES

Distt. Gwalior,M.P.

Caption Satish Marg, Rani DETAILS | BOUNDARIES AS PER PRESENT STATUS
gaeﬁ"‘r "1‘;’5'0"3'4“’35‘ EAST Gwalior Jhansi Road /open land of mr. Shivhare
I 3
E-Mrs. Rachna Gupta WEST Open agricultural Land Mr Rawat
:’/0 S!;}Rad'\l}'efhyam NORTH | Open agricultural Land Mr Jain
upta,R/o - Mahaveer -
Colony, Balla ka Dera, Dabra, SOUTH | Open agricultural Land Others

Note — Demand notice dated 03.06.2021 is withdrawn

interest

Date : 01.10.2021, Place : Gwalior, M.P. ;

AUTHORISED OFFICER CENTRAL BANK OF INDIA,REGINAL OFFICE- GWALIOR, M.P.

Advt.No. 1118

PIMPRI CHINCHWAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION (PCMC)

Request for Qualification (RFQ) for
Selection of Social Investor to Improve Healthcare Service
Delivery in PCMC through the Social Impact Bond Route

Tender Notice No. 14 FY 2021-22

PCMC manages primary, secondary and tertiary healthcare facilities having an aggregate bed capacity of
about 1500 beds. PCMC has identified ‘outcomes’ to improve its healthcare facilities and it intends to achieve
these outcomes with private sector participation through the Social Impact Bond (SIB) route.

In that context, PCMC invites interested entities having experience as envisaged in the RFQ document, to
submit their application for short-listing for the project. Interested entities can download the RFQ document from
the website https://pcmeindia.gov.in. An online pre-application conference will be arranged on 7" October
2021. The login/ joining details of the pre-application conference shall be provided on the website of PCMC.

PCMC also invites interest entities to join an online webinar on 4" October 2021 at 11:30 am. with respect to
the project. The webinar link is hitps://undp.zoom.us/ webinar/ register/ WN_brnSjWDqSQ6StMzGDTGipg

which s also provided in RFQ document. All further updates on the RFQ will be posted on PCMC’s website.

Municipal Commissioner
Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal Corporation

Sd/-

FOOD SPOT

RAHUL VERMA

The Internet is bursting
with pictures of the hilsa
these days. WhatsApp mes-
sages have been shouting
with glee about huge stacks
arriving at the CR Park fish
markets. Just as I was drool-
ing over a picture of plump
hilsa pieces soaked in mus-
tard, I heard from a couple
of friends that Oh! Calcutta
had a special hilsa combo
on offer.

I called the restaurant
and found that the hamper
consisted of two pieces of
steamed hilsa (ilish paturi),
two pieces of hilsa cooked
with brinjal (ilish beguner
jhol), two betki fish fries,
potato cauliflower curry
(aloo phoolkopir dalna),
roasted moong dal (bhaja
moong dal) and potato frit-
ters (aloo bhaja) with
steamed Basmati rice. For
dessert, it had tomato date
chutney, kheer with rice
and two malpuas. This is
for 3,300 (including tax-
es). But the hamper, as I
subsequently discovered,
was enough for two peo-
ple, and, in our case, was

For those unable to queue
up at CR Park fish markets,
Oh! Calcutta has a special
hilsa combo for you

[TS TIME
1O RELISH
THE [LISH

right for three, with a piece
left over for dinner.

As I waited for the food
to arrive, I marvelled at
how Delhi had embraced
Bengal’s food in the last few
decades. Bengalis were
among the first to migrate
to the city as the new Capi-
tal took shape, but there
were only a few basic plac-
es where a Bengali migrant
could get a homelike meal.
Prominent among them
was Basu Lodge. It offered
rooms and food, and conti-
nued to do so for decades. I
remember having a simple
but satisfying meal there
several years ago.

For years, when so-
called Punjabi food and
Chinese cuisine flourished

in parts of the city, there
was little that Delhi offered
in eastern Indian cuisine.
Oh! Calcutta was one of the
first to serve Bengal food in
general and Calcutta food
in particular. In the past
few years, small eateries
have come up in the city.
The problem is that while
the food is uniformly good,
some of these small deliv-
ery places open and shut
before you can say
‘Babumoshai’.

Oh! Calcutta has been hit
by the pandemic too. Its
first outlet in the NCR at
Nehru Place shut down a
while ago. It now occupies
what was Mainland China
(run by the same group) in
Greater Kailash II. It deliv-

We are taking all necessar

TROUSER & JEANS

Wedding Collection
ARROW

'CF"'

oPEN

7 DA“S

CQOVID 19 Precautionary Measures

MEN & WOMEN
By Economy Sales: 9212758425

PARK AVENUE B WTRIE= PHILIPPE

*PUNCHKUIAN ROAD,GarwaI Bhawan, (Near Jhandewalan, Gole Chkr.)
* WAZIRPUR A-5, Near Richi Rich Banquet (Opp. Shalimar Bagh)
* JANAKPURI B-1/2, Main Najafgarh Road,Opp. Metro Pillar 543
¢NOIDA , Nirula's Sec-2, Near Metro Station, Sec-15, Noida, UP

¢ LAJPAT NAGAR, 49, Main Ring Road, Adj. Haldi Ram, Near Moolchand Crossing

e A

be, tendered to him.,

Station: Imphal

Email: agaemanipur@cag.gov.in

(Temporary Service) Rules,

Date: 30th September, 2021

PRESS NOTE

e WU WereaiR (o, Ud §.), 0l §Upk795001
OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL ACCOUNTANT GENERAL(A&E). ‘-"‘.h:"'

MANIPUR, IMPHAL: 795001
Phone No: 0385-2458526(0)

FORM-1

Notice of termination of service issued under Rule 5 (1) of the Central
Civil Services (Temporary Service) Rules, 1965

In pursuance of sub-rule (1) of Rule 5 of the Central Civil Services
1965, 1, Shri Robert Moirangthem, Senior
Deputy Accountant General (Accounts & Entitlements) hereby give notice
to Shri Mohit, Data Entry. Operator (DEO) Grade - 'A' that his service shall
stand terminated with effect from the date of expiry of a period of one month
from the date on which this notice is served on or published, as the case may

Appointing Authontly
(Senior Deputy Accountant Gener:

Advertisement File No. 2/33/2017 - DIPR (PLIT)

)

FAX: 0385-242338

Sd/-

KARNATAKA INDUSTRIAL AREAS DEVELOPMENT BOARD

( A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)

# 49, East Wing, 4th & 5th Floor, Khanija Bhavan Race Course Road
Bengaluru - 560 001. website : www.kiadb.in

No. IADB/ENGG/ETND-EP-24/8224/2021-22
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Date: 28.09.2021

(Through GOK e - Procurement Portal Only)

KIADB is inviting ltem rate Tender under two cover system are invited as per the
Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurement Act 1999 and Rules 2000 through
electronic procurement from Class-lI Contractors (Civil/Electrical) registered in
KPWD/KCEI who have got adequate financial resources & sufficient past experience
for the following works: (1). Drawing 11kV Feeder Lines from Sub-Station and
Providing HT/LT distribution system at Harohalli Industrial Area, 4th Phase,
Ramanagara District. (2). Formation of Industrial Layout including formation of 18M &
15M Wide Roads, including asphalting, Construction of RCC Drains, Culverts, and
providing water supply to Naval Allied Industrial Park at Mudageri Village, Karwar
Taluk, Uttar Kannada District (2nd Call). (3). Formation of Industrial Layout Including
Formation and Asphalting of 15M Wide Road, Construction of RCC Side Drains,
RCC Cross Drainage Works, RWH, OHT Sump & HDPE dual Water Supply Pipe
Line for Ullarthikaval Industrial Area, Challakere Taluk, Chitradurga District.
(4). Formation of Industrial Sub-Layout Including Formation and Asphalting of 24M
Wide Approach Road, 18M Wide & 15M Wide Roads, Construction of RCC Side
Drains, RCC Cross drainage works, Storm Water Drain, HDPE Water Supply
Pipeline at Jakkasandra Industrial Area Il Phase (Mindahalli Village) Malur Taluk,
Kolar District. (5). Providing Basic Electrical Infrastructure Facilities to newly formed
Hi-Tech, Defence and Aerospace Park, Phase-2 (Haraluru-Muddenahalli) Industrial
Area, Devenahalli Bengaluru Rural District.

The last date and time of receipt of tender is : 08.11.2021 upto 04:00 pm.

Applicants May Download Bidding Documents from the E-Procurement Portal

https:// .k taka.gov.in.
ps:/leproc.karnataka.gov.in Sd/-

DIPR/DDU/R.0:1750/2021-22 Chief Engineer-1, KIADB Bengaluru

STAY PROTECTED FROM COVID-19, NO CARELESSNESS UNTIL THERE IS A CURE.

Maintain
Hand Hygiene
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Follow Physical 'n' ‘
Distancing

o &
Wear <
Mask

ers food through the food
apps.

The food came well-
packed and sealed in con-
tainers in a carton. I started
my meal with a delicious
piece of fried fish - a large
and firm betki fillet which
had been crumbed and gol-
den fried. The fried pota-
toes — crunchy slivers —
went well with the roasted
dal, cooked with green
peas. I then had the cauli-
flower and potato dish,
which was mildly sweet and
had just the right balance of
spices.

I turned to the steamed
hilsa — fish wrapped and
steamed in a banana leaf.
This was a large piece of fish
which had been smeared
with mustard paste and
then steamed. The fish had
absorbed the flavours of the
mustard, and I loved its
sharp flavour. I tried the
gravy of the eggplant hilsa
preparation and enjoyed it,
while everyone else at
home gave it an A plus. The
chutney came next — sweet
and tart. I, however, found
it a bit too sweet. Malpua is
an old favourite of mine, so
that went down well too,
even though the fennel fla-
vour was somewhat mild.

All in all, the hilsa treat
was truly worth it. I have
come to the conclusion that
the plain steamed hilsa in
mustard paste is the best. II-
ish then is truly delish.

Class X boy
kills senior;
apprehended

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A Class XI student was
stabbed to death allegedly
by Class X student of the
same government school in
south-east Delhi’s Okhla,
the police said on Saturday.

The accused has been
apprehended, they said.

Deputy Commissioner
of Police (South-East) Esha
Pandey said they received
information on Friday
evening regarding a stab-
bing incident near govern-
ment senior secondary
school in Tehkhand. The
boys were in their school
uniform at that time, an of-
ficer said.

Enquiry revealed that
the accused committed the
crime as the victim had
abused his mother and re-
fused to apologise.

Timings
DELHI
SUNDAY, OCT. 03
RISE  06:15
RISE 02:44
MONDAY, OCT. 04
RISE  06:16
RISE 03:46
TUESDAY, OCT. 05
RISE  06:16
RISE 04:49

SET 18:05
SET 16:27

SET 18:04
SET 17:04

SET 18:03
SET 17:39

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 36 26
Safdarjang 36 26
Palam 35 27

Delhi Palam Today

35°C Mainly dry weather with
partly cloudy sky likely. day
would remain warm.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow

35°C Passing rain or
thunderstorm may be a
chance with light winds at few
places. Slight warm and humid
day would prevail.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.
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A high life awaits liquor buyers

Come November 17, private vends promise a whole new experience

JAIDEEP DEO BHAN]J
JATIN ANAND
NIKHIL M BABU
NEW DELHI

Empty shelves at 260 private
liquor stores across the Capi-
tal greeted buyers wanting to
stock up premium brands of
their choice as the news
about the vends downing
their stutters from October 1
to November 16 created a
buying frenzy last week.

The shops promise to reo-
pen on November 17 in a new
avatar, keeping with the gui-
delines of the Excise Policy
2021-22 brought in by the Del-
hi government, which plans
to exit the sale of liquor. In
the interim period (October 1
to November 16), over 500
government-run liquor shops
will cater to the demand be-
fore closing down
permanently.

Come November 17, as ma-
ny as 844 new liquor stores —
all private outlets — will open
in the city with a promise to
change the experience of
buying alcohol. According to
the new policy, all vends will
be spacious (at least 500 sq.
ft.), air-conditioned and have
glass doors, allowing custom-
ers to walk-in and choose
their brands. The owners will
have to ensure there is no
crowding outside the store
and no dry snacks or cooked
food outlets, that encourage
people to drink and loiter,
are run outside the premises.

“The current retail expe-
rience is like a jail. When you
go to a liquor shop, there is a
grill and people rush and
throw money to buy liquor.
There is no dignity,” Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
had said in March while an-
nouncing the new excise pol-
icy. The government also
hopes to generate more reve-
nue from exiting the liquor
business as the licence fee
has been increased substan-
tially. Mr. Sisodia estimated
an additional revenue of
33,500 crore from imple-

Out of stock: Empty shelves greet last few buyers at a private

liquor shop in New Delhi on September 30.

menting the new policy dur-
ing the current financial year.

Super Premium Vends

To enhance the liquor buying
experience further, five Sup-
er Premium Vends (SPV), of
size not less than 2,500 sq.
ft., will come up and sell pro-
ducts only above %200 in
case of beer and above
1,000 for all other spirits.
The SPVs can dedicate up to
10% of their space to sell an-
cillary products such as ci-
gars, liquor chocolates etc.,
high-end artwork and high-
value merchandise such as
bottle openers, ice boxes, bar
glasses etc.

The SPVs have been per-
mitted to set up a tasting
room — an enclosed area not
visible from rest of the store —
within the premises, where
training and tasting sessions
will be held. The government
is yet to float tenders for the
SPVs and they won’t open on
November 17.

Hoarding frenzy

The 47-day transition period,
when only government-run
liquor shops will remain
open, triggered a hoarding
frenzy in the city last week
with buyers fearing over-
crowding at the vends and
shortage of premium brands.
Private stores that were shut-
ting down also made an at-

= SANDEEP SAXENA

tempt to get rid of their stock.
Hearing of a possibility of
liquor shortage and factoring
in the upcoming festival sea-
son, Niketan Sabharwal, who
runs a travel agency, decided
to stock up from the liquor
section at a west Delhi mall.
He said he reached the mall
slightly earlier than usual, on-
ly to find the entire section
buzzing with activity at 9.30
a.m. “Most shops had moved
a lot of their stock near the
door. Not only were the sell-
ers politely soliciting buyers
but also offering discounts on
bulk orders. I got almost half
a crate of beer and an entire
bottle of budget scotch at no
extra charge,” he said.
Anwar Ali (name changed
on request), who is employed
at a private liquor vend in
east Delhi, said his employer
had tasked him with bringing
buyers to the shop for the last
10 days. “Iand a couple of my
colleagues formed a chain to
ensure that the customers
come to our shop out of
countless others near ours so
we can finish our stock as
soon as possible,” he said.
When contacted, the Delhi
government spokesperson
said that people did not need
to hoard liquor as all govern-
ment-owned shops will conti-
nue to function.
“Delhi is witnessing a tran-
sition phase in liquor man-

agement. Government-
owned liquor shops have
been instructed to make sure
they have sufficient stocks to
fulfil the demand during this
period. The liquor shops
have been directed to release
payments on time to sup-
pliers. We expect that in a sit-
uation where sufficient sup-
ply is maintained, crowding
or any other incidents will
not happen,” the spokesper-
son said.

Asked about the need to
shut down private vends
from October 1 to November
16, an official in the Excise
Department said: “It is for
the smooth transition to the
new policy.”

Naresh Goel, president of
Delhi Liquor Traders Associa-
tion, said that the govern-
ment did not give an explana-
tion on why private liquor
vends are being closed for so
many days. He said it could
because the traders ap-
proached the Delhi High
Court, opposing the new li-
quor policy and the closing of
vends, and the legalities in-
volved in the matter.

Under the new policy, the
government has divided the
city into 32 zones and allot-
ted 849, including five SPVs,
for equal distribution of liqu-
or vends. Before this process,
79 of the 272 municipal wards
in the city did not have a liqu-
or vend and 58% of Delhi was
either unserved or under-
served, the government said.

Also, under the new excise
policy, the legal age for liquor
consumption in the city has
been reduced to 21 from 25
years. Welcoming the move,
Swati Gulati, 25, who works
in the HR Department of a
private firm, said: “Through-
out my student years I found
the drinking age limit ridicu-
lous. The experience of buy-
ing alcohol has improved
with shops opening up in
malls and I feel the new
shops will help women like
me feel safer buying alcohol.”

people are deficient of Vitamin D, B12,Calcium,
Iron, Omega, Vitamin C, Zinc and Protein

Because of which they suffer from serious diseases like Low immunity, Arthritis,

Anemia, Weakness, Cancer, Autoimmune disease and diseases of Brain and nervous system

N“trelar‘ms Bio-fermented, Organic, Natural and 100% vegetarian
nutrition, helps you remain healthy and fit to fight the diseases.

PATANJALL
Ruchi Nutrela
Ruchi Soya Industries Limited

NUTRITION

COLLAGENPRASH

Remove the wrinkles of
your skin and remain
young for 100 years
with Collagenprash

1 \ DAILY
ACTIV=
Multivitamin, made from
41 ingredients, 13 vitamins,
8 organic herbs,

12 minerals and
8 essential amino acids

VIT. & PROTEIN
POWDERS

100% vegetarian and
plant based bio-fermented
nutrition for your
complete health,
100% safe.
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Gety10%discount:on Nutrela Nutrition products by handing over this advertisement to your nearest retailer

India’s most certified nutrition
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00 000 | eeco

Organic | Natural Natural
B-Complex i Multivitamin® i Moti Prishtifl S Lichen Iron.

E '\ Wy Online Store: Amazon, Orderme app & www.patanjaliayurved.net
e e Retail Store: Available at your nearest Patanjali stores and all prominent stores Join us on social media:
-l Ruchi Soya Industries Limited, Regd. Office: Ruchi House, Royal palms, Survey no. 169, Aarey Milk Colony,

: 00000©
4l Near Mayur Nagar, Goregaon (E), Mumbai-400065

Website - www.nutrelanutrition.com, E-mail - wecare@nutrelanutrition.com. Phone - 7024022232

Nutrela Sandesh
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OFFLINE
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CLASSROOM COURSES

Classes by experienced & renowned faculties of India.
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Face to face interaction for doubts.

Concept practice through workbook solving.
Comprehensive & updated books.

Exam oriented learning ecosystem.

Streams: CE, ME, EE, EC, CS, CH

New batches commencing from
Delhi Centre: 2"Dec'21 | Other centres: 5" Jan'22

Admission Open from 10" Oct, 2021

< www.madeeasy.in

Systematic subject sequence & timely syllabus completion.

Efficient teaching with comprehensive coverage in lesser time.
Proper notes making & study concentration in class.

Regular assessment of performance through class tests.

Early bird
discount

10%

From
10"-31"0ct'21

Admission Open for

ESE & GATE 2023

|

ia

Under the leadership of

Mr. B. Singh

CMD, MADE EASY Group

LIVE ONLINE CLASSES

Teaching pedagogy similar to offline classes.

Interaction and doubt chat with subject experts.

Unique concept of problem solving through workbooks.
Convenience and flexibility of 24*7 learning.
Comprehensive & updated theory & practice books.
Systematic subject sequence.

Time bound syllabus completion.

User-friendly and intuitive learner interface.

QQAQQQQQoQQ

Regular assessment through tests & quizzes.

Early bird
discount

10%

From
10"-31"0ct'21

Streams: CE, ME, EE, EC, CS, IN, CH

New batches commencing from
Evening Batches: 25" Nov'21 | Morning Batches: 10" Jan'22

Admission Open from 10" Oct, 2021

waw.madeeasyprime.com

*As per ASSOCHAM & Brands Academy

Corporate office: 44-A/1, Kalu Sarai, Near Hauz Khas Metro Station, New Delhi-110016 () 9021300500 ¢ www.madeeasy.in

Centres :Delhi | Hyderabad | Jaipur | Lucknow | Bhopal | Bhubaneswar | Pune | Patna | Kolkata
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BRINGING PEOPLE TOGETHER

BRIDEGROOMS WANTED

INDEX OF

MATRIMONIAL

BRIDEGROOMS WANTED
BRIDES WANTED
BRIDES & GROOMS WANTED

Classification common
for Brides, Bridegrooms,
Brides & Grooms

Assamese

Awadhi

Bengali

Bhojpuri

Bihari

Chhattisgarhi

English

Gujarati

Haryanvi

Hindi

Kannada

Kashmiri

Konkani

Malayalam

Manipuri

Marathi

Marwari

Nepali

Oriya

Parsi

Punjabi

Saurashtra

Sindhi

Tamil

Telugu

Tulu

Urdu

Advocate

Business

Defence

Doctor

Engineer

Finance/ Banking

Government/ Quasi-Govt.

1AS/ Allied Services

Information Technology

MBA/ CA/ ICWA

NRI

Cosmopolitan

Divorcee

Physically Challenged
MARRIAGE BUREAUS
WEDDING ARRANGEMENTS

SM FOR Delhi based, fair, Chris-
tian (CNI) girl, MBBS-MS, 5-3',
32yrs, surgeon in a reputed hospi-
tal, issue less, divorcee (short
stay) #08699771394.

UNMARRIED, 43, 5.6ft, Uthiram. MA
MPhil MSc, Lecturer seeks well-set-

tled groom. Tamil Hindu/Kerala
Christian ~ parents.  wedin2021@
gmail.com

¢/ HINDU, 39 Graduate divorcee (
No Issues). Seeks Well settled
groom below 43 Caste No Bar.Mobile
No 9962572420 , 9597645778

RC, CHRISTIAN, MBBS MS (OBG), Re-
puted School, College, 26 Yrs,
Fair, Good Looking, Affluent,
Lives in Chennai, Parents well Edu-
cated, Father own Industry with
200 Employees, Seeks Doctors from
God fearing family. WhatsApp Pro-
file-7550065082, ~ Mail ID
jesuschrist0014@gmail.com

CSI NADAR, 25/154, MBBS, working,
Medium complexion seeks CSI good
looking Doctor Groom below 30. Send
Details & photo : tuty1796 @gmail.com

DOCTOR GIRL MD Anesthesiology 32/
165 Fair pretty well mannered and
cultured Chennai based well placed
doctor family. Father doctor Ker-
ala Nair. Mother Tamil Christian.
MD MS MCh boys from good families
preferred. t: 9840050381/
9840985383

Hindu, Telugu, MD Paed 29Y, Chen-
nai, Alliance from MD / MS Doctor.
Phone: 9884614168

HINDU NAIR Aswathi aged 34 MBBS
DNB working in Kerala seeks well sett-
led Doctor or other professionals
groom. Contact: 9345450365 /

Whats App: 8144140365

TAMIL

CHETTIAR (CNB) 500cr, V.Fair, 25/
165, MBBS, MS(OG) Having own Indus-
try, Complex, Warehouse, Chennai
Seeks  Groom-Business/  Doctor-
8925019776

MUDALIAR (CNB): 30 / Fair, Masters
(UK), Elite Business Family, Chen-
nai, Seeks groom - well placed In-
dia/ Abroad / Business - 8939012419

NAIR 27 Thiruvonam 1/2 Dosham
M.Phil Maths, Seek Groom around Co-
imbatore preferred. Ct: 8637611456

MALAYALEE VISWAKARMA(G.S) girl 38/
162, Avittom, Deputy Manager in
MNC,Chennai. Seeks educated & Em-
ployed Groom(CNB). 9445651626 /
9790739037

HINDU - VANNAN Advocate parents
seeking alliances from professionals
for their only daughter persuing LLM
23 yrs/164 cm, fair, family is financially
sound and well settled. Caste no bar.
advnc1990@gmail.com, 8590192574.

Well settled EZHAVA parents seeking
proposal from a reputed family. Groom
should have completed MD/MS, aged
between 29 to 33 for 29 fair 5 FT, MD
pediatrics pursuing fellowship in Mum-
bai. Ph 9967586978

R|
NAIR GIRL 47 Tamilnad Educated MSC
PHD Asst Professor Chicago US

Citizen.Caste /Language No Bar. Ct
09895824803.

AMIL

CSI CHRISTIAN Nadar Girl Fair,
Good Looking, 03-04-1986 born /
152cm / M.Sc M.Phil, working as As-
sistant Professor in a Reputed Wom-
en’s College, Mount Road, Chennai.
Both  Parents Doctors (Private),
Suitable Alliance, Employed / Set-
ted in Chennai / With Clean
Habits from Same Community. Con-
tact: 9841182514

CHRISTIAN NADAR, Age 27, Doctor.
Groom Wanted. Contact: Kani-
9444676645

CSI-NADAR/ 29YRS/ 156cm/ MBBS/ Doc-
tor/  Upper Middle Class/ Seeks
Groom/ Age 29 - 35/ MBBS, MD, MS/
Doctor/ Nadar/ Chennai, Vellore ,
India / CT : 9092549049

SC AD CSI 37/147 cm Dip nurse at
Kuwait 1.5 lacs pm-Seeks suitable per-
son Christian/Hindu Medical/Engg to
settle at Kuwait-Ct: 7094014231.

MUSLIM 28/168 MD PEAD Seeks prof
qualified bridegroom. Ct 8220042091
mdullahsafi@gmail.com

CHRISTIAN NADAR fair slim Beauti-
ful 27/155 PG MNC Chennai 12L/pa
seeks fair trim clean habits [AS/
IRS/Professional good family Chen-
nai groom born after Jan 1992 Ct:
9840345969

CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE 26Yrs, CSI, AD,
Chennai. Planning for LLM in US.
Email: dr.rajus@gmail.com,
6380498494

CSI NADAR 40 Divorcee 30000/~ DCE
own House Chennai. Seeks Suitable
Qualified Chennai Employee, Busi-
ness, Clean Habits from Same Commu-
nity No Broker whatsapp & Call
9363037588

TAMIL, CATHOLIC Christian, Vel
lalar Pillai, Fair,
Sc.,Works in chennai, Seeks educat-
ed groom(Vellalar  Pillai/Mudaliar)
Ph-9940283379.

RC CHRISTIAN 29 well Settled Soft-
ware Engr, doing PG in London
seeks well Settled Groom Dr/ Engr/
Businessman based in India, Lon-
don, UAE, Singapore. Caste no bar.
9176651298

HINDU Adi-Dravida Hastham Kanni
26/154 BE IT Analyst TCS Chennai
seeks suitable Govt/Public sector Unit
Groom from Same Caste. 9444155781

26, FAIR, affluent, M. S. in U.S,
working in a reputed firm,seeks a
well settled groom. CNB. 9489935653

36 YRS, kallar ,Govt. Doctor,
Trichy, ayiliyam seeks suitable
bridegroom, 9787621432.

THONDAI MANDALA Saiva Vellalar, 28
yrs, Il year MD (Anaesth), Govt
College, Chennai, slim, wheatish
bride, middle class nuclear fami-
ly, seeks Groom, preferably MD/MS/
DNB/ME/MTech/MBA from an institute
of repute. Sub sects no bar. Con-
tact: 95009 51000, pskswamy@
outlook.com

VISHWAKARMA  THIRUVATHIRAI
M.Sc, I.T 39/169 well settled in Ben-
galuru seeks well educated and em-
ployed groom. Ct: 9945765276.

HINDU SC. AD, Mesham, Bharani,
33yrs B.E. MBA, SBI Manager. Seeks
Suitable  Educated Groom. Ct:
8056104103

. AFFLUENT, BEAUTIFUL 25/5ft 4inch,
" IIM-MBA 18LPA lyer Haritha Revathi

seeking affluent educated groom 26-
29 well placed within India
7760845544

FAIR GOOD looking 36/160 never mar-
ried Dentist (not working) seek
match from Doc/Engr/MBA/Grp-1 offi-
cer, age 36-43, tall, fair, FC/BC,
Metro city/abroad. Contact
8076012583.

Hindu SC-AD Simmam Pooram-2, 29/
160,B.Tech,SoftwareEngineer,chennai
seeks EducatedGroom.Ct:9677233756

KONGU VELLALAR Gownder 24yrs, BE,
MBA, Senior Analyst, Pvt. Chennai.

HINDU SC PR 25 yrs / 5.6, Poosam,
Kadagam, MBBS, Parents Govt,
Seeks MBBS/MD/MS, ongoing PG
Groom preferably Govt. below 28 yrs.
Contact: 94446 53587 / 97881 54437.

Doctor Parents need MD/MS, 30-32
yrs upper Brahmin for MD Girl 5.8'29
yrs Contact: 9826175777

29 Years Adidravida PG Girl Seeks
PG Groom, Contact Mobile
9441074743

NAIR (VANIYA) girl, 29 Yrs. M.Tech,
Gazetted Officer, Scientist, National In-
formatics Centre, Delhi (Hq), seeks
suitable alliance from well educated
boys. Caste no bar. 9947788789

HINDU THIYYA 28/156 Doctor Girl

MBBS doing MD AIIMS seeks Doctors ly,

Professtional,IAS,IPS,IFS.9444114016

CcM
K

Seeks Groom in same Caste.
8667377680
TAMIL  VISWAKARMA  39/150,

Thiruvonam/ Rich/ ME. seeks suitable
Same Caste Groom. 9486320982.

PILLAI/MUDALIAR, 25 BE Kettai
Working in Leading MNC, Reputed
Business Family Seeks Alliance.
9840093322

DKV 27/167 Fair BE. TCS Chennai,
Parents Hindu/CSI. Seeks Groom Dr/

> Er. Govt Employee. Ct: 8056143638

HINDU SC PR Kongu 1984 MBBS
DCH Doctor, working in Govt Hospital
seeks suitable groom.Ct:94436-80973.

PILLAI, 27 B.Tech, 165cm Fair,
Well Settled Family Seeks Suitable
Groom, CNB, Ct: 8778514465 /
7200866346

MUDALIAR: 23/162, V.Fair, Graduate
(UK), Father Business, Elite Fami-
y, Only daughter, Seeks groom -
Abroad /Business - 7305810258

HINDU NADAR Girl 29/5'4" MBA(IIM)
20L/p.a Dabur, Delhi. Seeks Mumbai/

Delhi  Employed  Groom.  Ct:
9500026119
HASTHAM, 33/154 fair MCA Upper
midl Clas Seeks Mudaliar/Pillai
Professionally ~ Qualified ~ Groom
8220757159

HINDU VANNIYAR 1984/154 B.E,
Poosam Kadagam SWE Chennai, 16LPA
Seeks Suitable Groom. Contact:
6381451610

TAMIL ROMAN Catholic Girl 28/167
BE MS seeks alliance from educated
soft-natured  good family  back-
ground settled in Bangalore Con-
tact 8296143384.

HINDU MUTHURAJA 28/ 164 cm B.E,
IT firm from a well educated and up-
per-middle class family seeks employ-
ed engineering. Graduate from well
educated upper middle class family
other BC Communities also accepted.
Ph.No. 9843342955.

CHETTIAR (CNB) : 30/158,Good look-
ing, MBA, Affluent Business Family
in- Coimbatore, Seeks Good looking
Business Groom - 7358510790

HINDU SC/AD/PR, 45yrs Unmarried
bride, M.Sc (Zoo), M.Phill (genet-
ics), Ph.D (genetics), M.sc Molecu-
lar Medicine (U.K), Seeks unmar-
ried Govt Employed groom. Ct:
9677025754

NAIDU ISSUELESS Divorcee 40/165
M.Sc Empld Pvt Chennai, Sks Qlfd &
Empld Groom below 48yrs CNB-
9940974050

GOVT DOCTOR/ MD/ 28 yrs/ 5.6/
Chennai/Pillai  seeks well placed
educated Groom. Contact 9535520225

MUDALIAR, 24/157, Beautiful,Fair,
B.E, SWE, Mindtree, 50000.PM, Well
Settled, CNB.7299576644,7299576666

CHETTIAR  (PADMASALI) CNB
Aug'90/170 Fair Good looking Girl
B.Tech., PGDM/Top Tier IIM, Mktg
Mngr Top MNC Chennai, 32LPA
Property share 2Cr Well settled family
seeks compatible [IM/MS/IAS or Elite
Business alliance. Ct: 8300665039/
8939021505

ADIDRAVIDAR 35/165 MBBS Diabetes,
PG Pvt Hospital Doctor 50000 PM
@Chennai fair good family Ct:
9551283221

NAIDU 25 MCA Pvt 20000 pm Poosam
Madurai. Seeking Chennai Grooms.
Ct: 9894999534

M BRAHMIN, F Pillai SADAYAM 25/160
MBA seek Educated Emplyd Veg groom
6374388838/ sujathakp09 @ gmail.com

Tamil Brahmin lyer, Vadamal Seek
Alliance for Professionally Qualified
Affluent Girl 24yrs Chennai Contact:
16daks @gmail.com

ASTASHASRAM, IYER, Revathi,
QOct.1972, B.Sc., Seeks well educated /
settled 1st Marriage lyer Groom only.
BHP: sree.lashmi108@gmail.com

M. IYER, VADAMA, Vadoola, Karthikai

Feb-92/162cms, Ms PhD Now working
at Cambridge London as Researcher
and doing post Doc, seeks suitable
grooms employed in United King-
dom.Ph: 08304875882, 09656630350

BRAHMIN SOFTWARE Engineer Girl
39 seeks Software Engineers 39-43
only from Bangalore/UK/US and First
Marriage Contact: 9880020408 /
kchandra03@gmail.com

MUDALIAR
30/155, Bharani, B.Tech,
working in US(H1B)
seeks Software
Prof. Working /willing to go US

Groom with clean habits
Contact:

98840 91279/98406 97596

TELUGU

__GROOM WANTED
REDDY/REDDIAR
M.TECH(IT), IIT Software
Engineer in MNC Bangalore,
Sept 95 born/5'3" ¢! and
lmllﬁ?t girl seeks highly

room

some
round

praferably IT/IIM ba

mII pli:ed in MNCs or owning

, working in Bangalore.
Fro -urfmm Bangalore based
Doﬂnr,fl AS/K.AS s also
welcome. Father is a serving
senior LA.S. Officer.

Call : 9110266326
e-mail :
subrasuraj1995@gmail.com

RD\

DOCTOR MS 3rd Yr Sunni Urdu Slim
Fair 29 Yrs bride seeks MD/MS/DNB/
DM Groom. WhatsApp : 8056198771

DOCTOR / MD
BRIDE SEEKS
‘Well settled SMU parents seek

completed or pursuing MD/
MS Doctors or well settled
Engineers with height 5'10"
fend above aged between 30 to
34 yrs for their daughter fair,
56" completed MD
working in reputed hospital
in Chennai,

Mob: 91 88415 24064

BRIDES WANTED

WB, Kumbhakar fair handsome 28+,
511", B Tech EC, NIT Trichy, Working
in Bangalore, Father Retired ISRO En-
gineer. Very beautiful, 5'6", less than
25 years, working in Bangalore prefer-
red. Caste no bar, Bengali Speaking
Malayali Bride also preferred.
9496879814/9446480814.

BUSINESS

Affluent, Cultured Catholic Family of
High repute seeks Alliance for their Ac-
complished Son - 32 Years, Post Gra-
duate Engineer, Running Family Ow-
ned Educational Institutions and Busi-
ness. Looking for an Educated Bride
from a well Established, High Profile
Family. Caste no bar. Contact Email :
ardfamily132 @gmail.com

COSMOPOLITAN

Velama Never Married, Hindu Cast No
Bar, 43/174 Double MS/Ph.D US Citi-
zen Seeks Slim Girl US/Canada. Con-
tact Parents Only 9966537784

HINDU TAMIL doctor ( Kongu vel-
lala, v.fair, 29 yrs, 185 cm,
hastham) pursuing final SS needs a
noble, v.fair, slim, family orient-
ed PG medico / non-medico bride (
age 25-28 yrs, Ht 165-175 cm, flu-
ency in english ) from cultured
families  of equal strata-
9342529547 / 9072118800

ELITE RICH, Mudaliyar,1986/182
Mtech; MS Sweden, Uthiradam,seeks
suitable bride. 919884187197.

Hindu US Citi 46 B.Sc MA Unmarried
padmapalanisamy @gmail.com, Mana-
ger, seeks age 38-41, Ct:7395881522

852

CHRISTIAN 45/179 CM B.Com, Gowt,
Divorced , 10L. PA , Chennai. Caste
No Bar Ct :88258 97792, 99406 71540

RC CHRISTIAN (BC), Age:38 BE, MBA,
183cm, Working in Pvt Co., in Chen-
nai seeks suitable Bride.
9790950158

SUNNI MUSLIM Tamil boy 30yrs/175cm/
BE MS(France) [Iless Divorcee
seeks  professionally  qifd  girl
from  respectable family.  Chen-
nai:9597557582

SOZHIA VELLALAR Revathy B.Sc.,
47 Issueless Divorcee Own Business /
Own House. Seeks Suitable Girl. CNB.
98945 19582

THEVAR 40/172 B.E, MHRM, IT MNC
Chennai widower no issues 12.7L/pa
seeks any degree 30- 38yrs bride
same community.9789859427/
9841979234

GOVT EMPLOYEE, 44, ht 5ft 5 inch,
Jhansi, UP, Hindu, Yadav. Need sim-
ple educated girl. Cont: 8005170320
/stinivasmic @gmail.com

CHENNAI BACHELOR 41 yrs Steady Pas-
sive Income 165¢cm Cln Habits Inter-
caste Proptd Seeks Bride Caste/Re-
ligion No Bar Widow/Divorcee With-
out Encumbrance Accepted Brkr Ex-
cuse Ph: 9884262093, 9962448607

: CASTE NOBAR 38/164cm 9LPA MNC Ban-

galore looking for educated girl
contact 9980224560 9742224560
chockalingamp @gmail.com

SAIVA PILLAI, 43, Legally Divorced /
no issues, well to do Affluent
Businessman. Seeks Bride preferably
Vegetarian. Contact: 99441 37308.

TAMIL

HINDU YADAVA Tamil 37/168, BE,
working as a Manager in Singapore.
Looking for good family backgound
and well educated Bride. Ct: 94873
77332. email: asai.msit@gmail.com

WANTED BRIDE for lyer Boy, 35yrs,
Athreyam, Magam. IT Professional
(DELL, Bangalore).Ct: 9566221968

HINDU, SC, Adidravidar, 33, M.
Tech, Civil Engineer, Thiruvonam,
Magaram, Working in Dubai. Ph:
9600382674

BE (CS) MBA 33, 165cm Handsome
Uthiradam Magaram First Marriage
clean habits Private, Manager Good
income, Property living ~ Chennai
Fr. Agamudayar Hindu Mr. Vellalar
Christian both are Rtd Supts TN
Govt middle class / inter caste no
bar FC, BC only seeks good look-
ing, affadable, ~suitable ~girl be-
low 28yrs well settled or business
family preferred Parents in Siva-
ganga 90438 20970

TAMIL  VISWAKARMA,  39/170,
Thiruvonam/ Rich/ CA/ MNC. 70,000
seeks same Caste Bride. 9486320982.

CLLLLLLLLLLKK LIFE MADE SIMPLE  >55555555555555555555555555>

TAMIL

COIMBATORE, MBA 38yrs, legally di-
vorced, no kids, 7.5Lakh per annum
MNC job. Expects qualified, slim &

short ~girl desires to settle in
Coimbatore. Call:8754256679,
9443060030.

HINDU NADAR MBBS MD 180cm Inc.1L
seeks Bride KA Raman Nadar-(W)
9380791999. Mail: ramannadar2008 @
gmail.com

IYER GROOM 35/179Cm Thiruvonam/Mag-
aram, B.Sc, Diploma in Software
Testing, Sr.S/W Engr IBM Chennai,
Seeks well Educated Bride.Ct:
9962185123

ASTASHASRAM, IYER, Ashwini, Apr.
1976, MS, well settled Seeks educated
1st Marriage lyer brides only. BHP :
sree.lashmi108@gmail.com

RICH MUDALIYAR 26/MBA ownRice
Exports Malaysia,Singapore ,Resorts,
Malls seeks bride Ct: 7200067015

HINDU BRAHMIN, Remarriage, 42, BE,

MBA, IT, Clean Habit, Pure Veg,
Seek  Suitable  Bride.  CNB.
9003052848

RICH HYDERABAD Brahmin + Pillai
caste no bar 36/BE own Govt.
Contractor 500Crs Familyseeks rich
Bride : 9884300680

HINDU, B.E, MBA, Manager, working
in Central Govt. company, 45, seeks
alliance from any graduate girl. No
expectations. caste no bar

Contact: 9489302145

NAIDU CHENNAI Age 47 68Kgs/174cms
(Divorce) seeks bride, Caste No
Bar. Contact: 8754478892

IYER,VADAMA, 40YEARS. Self Em-
ployed Chartered Accountant. Right
leg slightly short. He can walk
and drive vehicle normally. Need
suitable Bride. Call 9994934568

SEEKING ALLIANCE for our son lyer
(Kerala Brahmin) Koundinyam, Bra-
hacharanam, Magam 26/180cm, BS/MS
from Harvard Univ, Living in USA.
Horoscope match must. 18+ years
please send details to:
lotusvivahum@gmail.com or what-
sapp: +1 (732) 372-8410

NAIDU, MAGHAM, 31/176, Handsome,
B.Arch Architect / Business, Chen-
nai, Affluent Educated & Well set-
tled family, seeks well groomed,
Educated & Pleasant looking Bride
from descent & Broadminded family
with Traditional values - Doctors
/ Engineers /Any degree. 9884876246

HINDU (MUKKULATHOR) 42 yrs, never
married, B.E, Senior Manager at
MNC (Software) Chennai, Seeks suit-
able unmarried girl 35-39 yrs.
Cont: 7397289096.

MUDALIYAR THIRUVONAM, 30yrs/178cm,
Fair, M.Tech. PhD (IIT Bombay),
MNC Taiwan, 3 lakh per month, Edu-
cated family, own house at Chennai

seeks engineering qualified
bride(ECE,EEE,CSc.) Contact No.
9445125966

SENGUNTHA MUDALIAR, 33, 167, Ay-
ilyam, Kadagam, No Dosham, Diploma
CSE, Associate in Sutherland, Chen-
nai, 30K, seeks educated bride,Ct.
9204657704, rdpkumar328 @gmail.com

Exclusive matchmaking service for the elite

From BharatMatrimony

match. Contact: 6366448346

Call for Free Consultation

COSMOPOLITAN

HINDU DEVAR 35 BDS divorcee seeks
Bride from same/other BC/MBC/ Un-
married/Divorced/Widow without

issues.9003565434

HINDU PALLAN Pooratadhi 31/155
BE, MBA MNC Well Settled Affluent
Family OwnHouse Chennai seeks suit
able Groom.Caste NoBar.9445005139

Saivapillai/Chettiar Boy for Slim,
Fair, Homely Girl 26/165, SWE,10LPA
Contact: 9444631638

TELUGL
YADHAVA NAIDU Girl, Maham, 27/152,
CTS, Salary 65k, Seeking groom

(Any  Telugu/Tamil Naidu Prefer-
able) CT: 7200901366/9884001366

BALIJA NAIDU Magam 45 age MCA,
divorcee without issue Manager Ama-
zon USA, green card holder. Seeks
well settled groom working in USA, de-
cent family, Subsect no bar

Contact: 9444955180, 9047225719.

ROYAL ELITE Hyderabad Naidu 25
MBBS MS own Hospital(5) Granite
Factory,Shopping  Malls  Etc.,500
Crs, Familyseeks Rich groom
98845 10869

EX MAYOR (Andhra) Daughter Naidu
25/ B.E only Daughter Rich above
1000 Crs. Familyseeks only Telugu
caste. Ct: 9884510761

HINDU TELUGU Chettiyar 32Yrs MD
Anaesthetist, Chennai seeks suitable
Hindu Groom, caste no bar (FC/BC)
only. CT: 99655-49191, 94425-00590.

KAMMA NAIDU 25, Fair 162/52 MBBS,
MD, Reputed Family  Seeks
Bridegroom.Ct: 9787668282

NAIDU GAVARA Girl 35/172 cm,
MSc, Pooratathi, Kumbam, Upper
Middle Class. Seeks Equally Well Edu-
cated Employed Alliance / Business
Groom from Same Community. 98424
70621, 9489201033.

Gavara Chettiyar 32 / 154 / MCA
Sadhayam, software 11LPA. Seeks
TN bridegroom other subsect also
(working in IT Chennai / Bangalore
preferable) Ct. 94865 99911

KAMMAVAR NAIDU 1993 born tall
fair MDS Doctor Bride seeks Groom
from good family. Doctor/ Engineer/
Business. CT: 9500919029.

BALIJA, 24/155/ MA not working
seeks well educated well settled
groom. Caste No Bar. 9445503907

Telugu Viswakarma Girl 24, Fair, M.
Arch Chennai requires suitable bride-
groom. Whatsup details 94440 11069

»

ALLIANCE INVITED for boy Tamil ly-
er, Vadama, Srivatsa, Revathy, 6
tall, born on July 5, 1991, work-
ing in USA, with MNC consulting
firm, MS Elect ASU. Boy is on vis-
it for 21 days. Boy will return
and settle down in India after 2
years. Pl contact 9952976902 mail:
GulfGeetha@Gmail.com

DIVORCEE

TAMIL BRAHMIN divorcee 40/182 NRI
employed in global company in East-
e Europe looking for North /
South Indian brahmin girls without
issues. No demands simple mar-
riage.  contact on  whatsapp
+919246109979.

ELITE BRIDES WANTED

BRAHMIN, 29, 183 cms, Businessman, Masters.
Lives in Chennai. Belongs to an affluent business
family with a good net worth. Looking for a well
educated match. Contact: 6366448343

MUDALIYAR, 28, 183 cms, Senior Engineering
Manager, Masters in Computer Science. Lives in the
USA. Father is an affluent Businessman. Looking for a
compatible match. Contact:6366448346

CHETTIAR, 32, 168 cms, Senior Engineer, Bachelors
in Engineering. Lives in Bangalore. Father is a
Businessman & Mother is a school Principal. Family is
affluent with a good net worth. Looking for a suitable
match in Bangalore. Contact: 6366448344

DEVANGA CHETTIAR/CASTE NO BAR, 33,
170 cms, Divorced, Businessman, MBA from a
reputed Institute. Lives in Kanchipuram. Belongs to
an affluent business family with a good net worth.
Looking for a suitable match. Contact: 6366448345

VELAMA/CASTE NO BAR, 32, 168 cms,
Engineering Manager, Masters in Engineering. Lives
in the USA. Family is financially well off wiith a good
net worth. Looking for a suitable well educated

Professional,

www.elitematrimony.co

TAMIL

INTERCASTE Parents ( F- Brahmin/
M- Agamudaiyar) only son- 31yrs, Fair,
6 ft, Good Looking, B.E.,M.Tech from
NIT Trichy, Lead Engineer, MNC Ban-
galore, 20 Lakhs P.A, Parents retired
Govt. Officials upper Middle Class,
Living in Madurai, looking for compa-
tiable well educated ,Engineering Gra-
duates from educated Hindu Family.
E-mail:  psmoorthy2013@gmail.com/
Whatsapp: 9442087581 with photo
and details. Caste no Bar.

TELUGU BERI CHETTIAR 38/181cms
B.TechM.B.AA Manager 12lakhs/PA
Seeks suitable Tamil/Telugu Chen-
nai girl. Ct 9444559768/04442859960

SAIVA PILLAI 35yrs/173cm, miri-
gaserisham BE, businessman/fair,
clean  habits/divorcee,no  issues/
well settled family, seeks veg or
eggterian bride aged below 33.
9698635206. gks98428 @ gmail.com

DOCTOR
HINDU VANNIYA Kula Kshatriya, Doc-
tor (MRCS) 42 / 183 Fair, Consul-
tant in Leading Hospital in Chen-

- | nai Seeks Bride. Well Settled fami-

ly with good Educational Back-
ground. Caste no bar Ct : 94434
89505.

TAMIL MUSLIM, Chennai MBBS
Handsome 26/176 Govt Hosp seeks
pretty, service minded Doctor/ Medical
Student.Watsapp CV,Pic. 8015931598

HINDU PARAVAN SC Trivandrum boy
31, 168, B.Tech, MBA, working as an
Assistant Manager DHL Mumbai, see-
king alliance from working professio-
nal. Caste no bar. Contact:
8089845812.

HINDI

1985/175CM. IT. 25 Lakhs PA. Chen-
nai. Father Doctor. Seeks well edu-
cated bride. WhatsApp: 96290 12248

LINGAYAT WIDOWER 43/5'8" Handsome/
Business.24LPA Cast no bar. Pref.
Arch. Civil engg .Call 9607939311

TRIVANDRUM NAIR Boy 40/173 Po-
oruruttathi, B.Tech, Sr Software Mana-
ger, MNC, Chennai. Ph:8129280150

TAMIL

CHRISTIAN CATHOLIC Vellalar 31/
175cm M.Tech/ MNC/Chennai 14L PA
Handsome/Seeks Well Qual Girl.
6379397599

HINDU DKV Pallan, age 39/167cm,
Manager Nationalized Bank, Seeks
suitable Bride. Ct.No. 8056371995.

29/177, PH.D, 40000pm Well Set-
tled, Own House Seeks Fair Bride
from any Caste/ Religion. Send
BHP. 9789847577 / indiragandhicong @
gmail.com

HINDU NADAR, 32, Tall , Handsome,
SW Engineer, Dubai Onsite earming 45

Lakhs Per annum, well settled Family port

seeks suitable Bride. Ct: 94438 60983,
94429 84922

SCAD AGE 49 (First Marriage) Govt.
Job Salar\é 40000/~ seeks Bride age
below40. Ct: 9884184869

32/175CM, BANGALORE based Mudaliar
boy, MS, employed in MNC, from cul-
tured family seeks educated bride.
Contact 9448084856 or 080-48530820
or email:karnesh89 @yahoo.com

Hindu Family seeks suitable match
for their Son 29/5.7/BE/Software Engr/
Fair/Sc-Caste No Bar/well settled Fa-
mily. Seeks Bride from Educated and
well  Settled Family. Cont No
9448603539/9845401461.

MUDALIAR 29 BE 170cm Swathi Chen-
nai seeks BE working bride.
Geetham 9884858014 6383394272

BERI CHETTIAR 29 MD Dr 180cm Owns
Hospital Chennai seeks Dr. Bride
CNB Geetham 9884858014 6383394272

HINDU NADAR 38, B.Sc, Chennai. Sal-
1 lakh, Looking Alliance for Remar-
riage. Already Have 2boy kids,
Aged 9& 8. Need loving & caring
Bride.No expectations, religion
caste etc., Brokers please Avoid.
9840075677

ELITE GROOMS WANTED

BRAHMIN, 29, 152 cms, Entrepreneur, Masters from
an Ivy League Institute. Lives in the USA. Father is a
working Professional. Family is financially well off
wiith a good net worth. Looking for a match in USA.
Contact: 6366448343

BRAHMIN/CASTE NO BAR, 34, 163 cms,
Entrepreneur, M.Sc in Psychology. Lives in Chennai.
Father is a working Professional. Family is financially
well off with a good net worth. Looking for a suitable
well educated match. Contact: 6366448345

PILLAI/CASTE NO BAR, 29, 157 cms, Security
Engineer, Masters in Engineering. Lives in Singapore.
Parents are Doctors. Family is affluent with a good net
worth. Looking for a compatible match in Abroad.
Contact: 6366448346

CASTE NO BAR, 32, 155 cms, Management
Bachelors of Arts from a premier
Institute. Lives in the USA. Father is a Businessman &
Mother is a Director. Family is affluent with a good net
worth. Looking for a compatible match from the USA.
Contact: 6366448346

NAIDU, 23, 165 cms, B.Com in Fine Arts. Lives in
Coimbatore. Father is an affluent Businessman with a
good net worth. Looking for a suitable Businessman
match. Contact: 6366448344

99629 76000

TAMIL

PATTINAVAR CHETTIAR Anusham/
Viruchigam 33 years Marine Engi-
neer seeks educated, good looking
bride from decent family in and
around Nagapattinam. Ct: 9965875099

ILLATHU PILLAI, 36/167, B.E,
Sr.Consultant, Abudhabi, 60 Lac/pa,
seeks suitable educated Fair Bride.
Caste  No Bar. No Brokers.
9894114549

SAIVAMUDALIAR 65 unmarried Govt
Pensioner Rs.40000 good health and
taller, Pure Veg. seeks Hindu Vegetari-
an unmarried brides & widows welco-
me. Cont : 9443615689

HINDU NAICKER 45yrs /179cms BE,US
return  High  Networth,  Clean
Habits, 1st marriage, Veg, seeks
Bride. CasteNoBar. Divorcee/Widows
pls excuse +91-7397267754,
wedadv09 @ gmail.com

HINDU NADAR, KK District, Widower,
Age 37 ME,PhD, Asst Professor,
Bride Wanted. Ct:8248267494

IYER KOUNDINYA Brahacharnam
Pooradam Fair 31/178 BE CSE Banga-
lore 12 lakhs/ p.a.seeks quali-
fied good-looking employed Girl.
Call 9940379042

TAMIL

BRIDE WANTED

IYER, 29, 182 CMS, CIVIL
ENGINEER WITH MASTERS
IN CONST. MGMT. FROM
ILLINOIS, USA. LIVES IN
CHENNAI. INTO
FAMILY-OWNED

CONSTRUCTION BUSINESS.
LOOKING FOR A WELL
EDUCATED IYER GIRL
WILLING TO SETTLE IN
CHENNAIL.

CALL : 9940031793

RC 48/164 PG,State,PSU,80K/pm well
settled Chennai Divorcee seeks suita-
ble Bride Caste NoBar.Ct:9789047692

PILLAI 35/ BE Uthirattathi WIPRO
Bangalore 65000pm. CT: 9994059345,
9994169345.

MUDALIAR HASTHAM Kanni 28/182
BE, TCS, SWE Rich Family Chennai
Seeks Educated Bride. Ct:9629276108

TELUGU

KAMMANAIDU MANOJ A 30/176cm, Ay-
iliyam, B.Sc Nautical Science Ma-
rine Job Seeking Bride with Pleas-
ing Personality. sssbms@gmail.com
9841311597

NAIDU 33/178CM B.Tech MBA ARCHI-
TECT Only 2 Months Mutual Divorce

No Children.Only Son Well Settled
Family.Seeks ~ Bride  below 32
Ct:9176667276

KAMMA 47/175 unmarried younglook
MCA Manager IBM Chen 20Lpa seeks
Educatd Fc/Be pref.Bride.9025627013

TELUGL

WANTED BALIJA Naidu Bride for fair
handsome Boy 29 years 5ft 7inch

B.E.Asst Manager (DataAnalyst)
Chennai. Send B/H/P to padna1992@
gmail.com

KAMMA-NAIDU 33YRS/156/B.SC Anurad-
ha/Scorpio F&B Mngr,Singapore Sal
1.5Ls. Seeks Bride Send BHP
7397792931

KAMMA 32YR/156/BE-ECE Makaram/
Midunam Sr.Engr L&T 75000 slightly
Polio Seeks Bride 9550557682/
7397792931

NAIDU CHENNAI 30/6.1" ME Phd seeks
slim fair well educated good fami-
ly bride contact 9944533545

HINDU BTech Software MNC BLORE
23 LPA 28 yrs Bharadwaja Gothram
Star Chaitra - seeks Telugu/Kannada/
Tamil spkng Employed Girl - Late Fa-
ther Tamil lyengar, Mother Telugu
Kshatriya Raju, Central Govt Em-
ployee- Jhansilakshmi100@gmail.com
8904332486

Telugu Devanga , 30/5'10", Groom,
Puram, US Mnc Culinary, Work at
Bangalore. Seek Bride.Ct 9844087316

MARRIAGE BUREAU

MUSLIM ALLIANCE only. Married/ Un-
married.  Best Rib  matched.
7200176211

A PERFECT Wedding is Just a call
away Call JK Matrimony 9176039544
Special offer Just pay Rs.1999/-
only

[ EDUCATIONAL |

Geography (Optional)
by AJAY RAJ SINGH

Classroom Batch Begins from Sth Oct.
Time: 09:00 AM to 11.30 AM
Class Begins From Basics

Admission Open

Geographia IAS Institute

Address - A-1, Dheerpur, Main Bus Stand, Near

Nirankari Colony.

Ph.: 9958218172.
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=== Achieving Aspirations

- .
Gon q ratulations
to Our CSE-2020 Selected Candidates
OUR STUDENTS SECURED HIGHEST SCORES IN 2\ THROPOLOGY

SHUBHAM KUMAR
AIR - 01
MARKS - 320

ISHANT JASWAL
AIR - 80
MARKS - 322

&

A W
MAHAMLUNI
AIR-95

llllhlﬂ REDDY
AlIR-93

LOGY - CLASSES & TES
SOCIOLOGY- CLASSES & TEST SERIES, GS MAINS

Address: 08, GF, 0ld Rajendra Nagar Market Near UCD bank, New Delhi

+91 98Z1805141, +91 9868560857, +91 11-25721883, +9111-30109834
Email: info@L2a.in, L2adelhi@gmail.com | Website: www.L2ain

| ST
ACAN
GENERAL
ﬁ Embassy of
Brazil

Job Opportunities

1 Admin. Assistant
1 Driver

Application guidelines
http://novadelhi.itamaraty.gov.br

HINDU NADAR Age 33 BE/ MS 180cm
600000Lac Working in Canada Groom
KA Raman Nadar.Whatsapp-9380791999

SAIVA VELLALA/ Nanjil - Non veg/
35 yrs/ 175 cm/ Hastham/ Tamil &
Malayalam/ MBA. Business Export/Im-
- Well settled. Presenty
abroad. Ph - 9447145588

NAIDU Pooratadhi 31/164 ME Asst
Professor Chen - Divorcee seeks Bride
unmarried/divorcee- no issue,Mudaliar/
Naidu pref. 9445689306 /9443052596

PILLAI 35 /166 MBA Own Business
lives in Coimbatore Seeks Suitable
Bride (CNB).Ct: 7899941263/
9600703364

HINDU VISVAGARMA 35yrs B.E,
Engineer, 20000 pm, seeks Bride,
caste no bar, Contact: 96003 03385.

MUDALIYAR 32/156 MS working in Ap-
ple US, Smart/ Only Son seeks well
settled/ educated bride 9176631509

HINDU NAIDU Person 35, Wanted
Bride either Widow/ Divorcee/with-
out child, Any Hindu Prefered.
9884219436

MUDALIAR,27/180, HANDSOME, M.Tech,
SWE, TCS, 1200000.PA, Well Settled
family, CNB. 7299576644,7299576666

CIVIL ENGINEER age 42 / 170 cm,
M.B.A .caste no bar. Income 45000.
Any degree girl acceptable. Divorced
and widow girl without kid equally
preferable. Ph: 98655 88329.

(S P& Projects Pyt Lnd

BIO GAS ENGINE

OPERATORS
Capable to operate

P&l: Garden, Bharathi Salal.
Back ta Mogappair West
Bus Stand, Chennal- 37

hrd@pandc.co.in

WANTED EXPERIENCED House Manager
to take care of Well Respected Fam-
ily House in  Chennai. CT:
8667791580

STAY IN Personal Veg Chef needed
for a reputed family in Chennai.
Food& Accommodation Free Ct:
9150720606

THE: @@= HINDU
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries and
satisfy themselves about the authenticity
of an advertisement before responding to
publication / advertisement any in this
newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD.,
the Publisher & Owner of this newspaper.
does not vouch for the genuineness of any
advertisement or advertiser or for any of
the advertiser's products and/or services.
In no event can the Owner, Publisher,
Printer, Editor, Director(s), EmploKee(s) of
this newspaper / company be held re-
sponslblefllable in any manner what so
ever for any claims and/or damages for
publications / advertisements in this
newspaper.

MARKETING

FOR TAMIL NADU
RETAIL MARKETING

20 YEARS OF
EXPERIENCE

FOR A LEADING TMT BARS
TRADING COMPANY

Send your resumes over to
Infosssmpl@sssmpl.com

REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIAL LAND

COMMERCIAL LAND 105000 sqft @
prime locality in  Pondicherry.
9786912637

GENERAL

PROPERTY IN (Madhya Pradesh): 2BHK
Apartment, Upper Ground, Shop at
Y.N.Road, Indore. WhatsApp:
9893046897, 9630046897, 9039046897.

COIMBATORE: 1 Acre of land in

Chettipalayam near Coimbatore Golf
Club, for sale. Contact : 9447355502

RENTAL

MAMBAKKAM AT Begonia, Polacherry
Fully furnished Luxurious 4BHK
Flat. Two Covered Park. Back up
Power. separate Gym for Ladies &
Gents. 2 ACs, Washing Machine,
Frig, Cots, 6 seater Dining Table
with chairs & Sofa set. Modular
Kitchen, Pl.contact Mob 9677003622

»
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ONLINE BATCHES ALSO AVAILABLE

IAS

631, Mukherjee Nagar

9818567494

L 9718793363
4 9540226688

witt Toppers

11/ 5-B Basement Param Tower -Pillar No -132 Rajendra Place Metro Sta.

inar
00

th 10
Oct. am

IDANCE 1As [e] Jo]e] ¥\, ) CLIS
8

OFFLINE Program Oct. - 2021

to
t.

@GU

Open Seminar / Web

4.

AUTOMOTIVE

SELLING
FOREIGN CARS

2019 REGD Mini Cooper 2Door Sun-
roof Diesel One owner. A&S: 98409-
53737

BUSINESS OFFERS
|___BUSINESS |

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY for all
salaried/Retd/Businessmen/selfem-
ployed as monthly prfit sharing
6381095123

FINANCE

FLEXI LOAN Avail from 6CR- 60CR @
3-6% P.A Against LAP, Projects |,

Business , Cost less process.Ct
7200418844 Mail: marcusgroups@
yahoo.com

PARTNERSHIPS

BUSINESS PARTNERS / Investors In-
vited for A Fast Growing Electric
Two-wheeler Company. High Returns,
Global Sourcing. Contact:
9841434343

A ND-NDE
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Karnataka's new district
Vijayanagara inaugurated
KALABURAGI

Karnataka's Vijayanagara
district, which was recently
formed by carving out six
taluks from Ballari, was
formally inaugurated at a
grand programme at
Hosapete, headquarters of
the new district, on Saturday
by Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai. Amidst cheers, Mr.
Bommai unveiled a model of
Vijayanagara 'Vijayasthamba'.

Jagan launches CLAP
initiate for a cleaner A.P.
VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy on Saturday launched
the Clean Andhra Pradesh
(CLAP) initiative by flagging
off a fleet of garbage
collection vehicles here on
the birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi and Lal
Bahadur Shastri.

Move to distribute
homeo drugs opposed
KOZHIKODE

The Kerala government's
decision to distribute a
homeopathic preventive drug
against COVID-19 among
school students ahead of
resumption of offline classes
on November 1 has not gone
down well with modern
medicine practitioners and
public health activists. The
Indian Medical Association is
planning to approach the
Supreme Court.

Corruption rampant in
Telangana, says Irani
SIDDIPET

Union Minister for Women
and Child Development
Smriti Irani participated in a
roadshow at Telangana's
Siddipet along with State BJP
chief Bandi Sanjay Kumar on
Saturday. She said corruption
was rampant in Telangana and
appointments were

confined only to the family
of Chief Minister

K. Chandrashekhar Rao.

Fake antiquities
dealer back in
judicial custody
in Kerala

STAFF REPORTER
KOCHI

Crime Branch (CB) probing
the cheating case against
Monson Mavunkal, the self-
styled dealer of antiquities
and confidence trickster, on
Saturday returned his custo-
dy to the Additional Chief Jud-
icial Magistrate Court, Ernak-
ulam, after six days of
interrogation.

The investigation team was
granted his custody on the
case pertaining to the cheat-
ing of six persons for a com-
bined amount of 10 crore
between 2017 and 2020.

The victims were cheated
in the guise of carrying for-
ward a legal fight to get Ma-
vunkal’s funds to the tune of
%2.62 lakh crore, allegedly
from the sale of antiquities,

Grand entrance: A view of the house in Kaloor where Monson

Mavunkal was staying. =THULASI KAKKAT

released from his bank ac-
count frozen under the Fo-
reign Exchange Management
Act. “We may no longer need
his custody in this case. Ho-
wever, his custody will be
sought in the other three cas-
es,” said highly placed
sources.

CB officials from Thiruva-
nanthapuram on Saturday
seized around four sculptures
from Mavunkal’s house at Ka-

loor in another case related to
the cheating of a Thiruvanan-
thapuram-based sculptor.

The accused allegedly owe
the sculptor 80 lakh for his
works of which only %7 lakh
had been paid. The scamster
had passed off those sculp-
tures to buyers as rare
antiquities.

Mavunkal has also been ac-
cused in another case for al-
leged impersonation as the

'CB completes questioning fraud accused

‘Case exposes denigration
of value of heritage’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

Kerala History Congress has
said that the case of Monson
Mavunkal, the self-styled
dealer of antiquities and
confidence trickster, being
discussed widely in the State
showed the denigration of
the value of heritage to
some heroic and nostalgic
stories.

chairman of ‘TV Samskara’
channel and for allegedly
cheating a Pala-based busi-
nessman of 1.7 crore.

Minimum balance

Interestingly, though accused
of cheating his victims of
crores, Mavunkal’s bank ac-
count has a mere 3200. Ex-
cept for around 50 lakh,
which he had obtained

MVA alliance faces the civic poll test

Cong., NCP look to strengthen their base as ‘go it alone’ rhetoric gains ground

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE
PUNE

While the ideologically op-
posed, tripartite Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) alliance of the
Shiv Sena, the Congress and
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) judders along in Maha-
rashtra, voiced favouring to
“go it alone” for future polls
are beginning to be heard.
This is true at least in the Con-
gress and Sena.

In August this year, Maha-
rashtra Pradesh Congress
Chief (MPCC) Nana Patole
said his party would be con-
testing future polls alone.
Shiv Sena MP and spokesper-
son Sanjay Raut echoed this
for his party while speaking
last week on civic body polls
due next year. He said a joint

contest depends on a “res-
pectable  seat  sharing
arrangement”.

Observers and party sourc-
es say this rhetoric of contest-
ing independently would be
tested ahead of elections due
in 10 major municipal corpo-
rations in the State next year.

“Maharashtra’s civic polls
had a number of instances of
traditional allies — be it the
Congress or the NCP, or the
Sena and the BJP — fighting in-
dependently and even on oc-
casion, joining hands with the
opposition. National or State-
level coalitions have rarely
dictated the alliances forged
at the civic level, which are
guided more by local inter-
ests than larger party con-
cerns,” said senior political

analyst Vivek Bhavsar.

The cash-rich Pune Muni-
cipal Corporation is a case in
point. In what is now known
as the ‘Pune Pattern’ of 2007
coalition, the NCP joined
hands with Sena and BJP to
keep the Congress out of pow-
er even though the NCP and
the Congress were ruling
partners in the State govern-
ment.

Heavy impact

However, the resurgence of
the BJP led by Narendra Modi
at the Centre in 2014, and the
BJP-Sena alliance government
after the State Assembly polls
that year, heavily impacted
the outcome of the 2017 civic
polls, especially in Mumbai,
Pune and Pimpri-Chinchwad.

Of the ten civic bodies which
went to polls that year, the
BJP swept eight of them.

For the first time, the saf-
fron party had emerged tri-
umphant in the Pune and
Pimpri-Chinchwad civic bo-
dies, breaking the NCP stran-
glehold.

“The BJP’s performance in
the 2017 civic body polls
stunned the other parties.
The Congress, which domi-
nated the PMC till the
mid-2000s, has its back to the
wall,” said a senior Congress
leader.

Likewise, the Sena, which
got control of the Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corpora-
tion (BMC) by a slender mar-
gin, will be going all out to
re-assert its dominance there.

An excessive interest in a
glamorous past with
precious objectification of
crown, gun and sword
would lead people to a
falsified consciousness of a
nostalgic past, it said.

“Fantasy matters in such
heritage accumulation and
not history,” said Dr.
Sebastian Joseph, General
Secretary of KHC.

through his former em-
ployee’s account without his
knowledge, he is reported to
have collected all amounts as
cash in person making it diffi-
cult to prove the cheating
charges.

It has also emerged that
Mavunkal had procured the
premium cars found at his
home by cheating a Bengalu-
ru-based garage owner.

Toyota lays off
45 workers for
‘misconduct’

MINI TEJASWI
BENGALURU

Toyota Kirloskar Motors on
Saturday terminated 45 of
its workers for “proven mis-
conduct” following an in-
quiry. The employees’ un-
ion, however, said the
company had “wiped out”
its entire elected leadership
in order to “paralyse or
eliminate” the union.

“With the inquiries com-
pleted, the management
has decided to terminate 45
workmen, who had in-
dulged in serious acts of
misconduct, and the re-
maining members are taken
back to work with minor
disciplinary actions,” said
the company in response to
a query from The Hindu.

: WEATHER WATCH

RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

S | g

: TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS)
¢ Forecast for Sunday: Heavy to very heavy rainfall at isolated :
places over Bihar, sub-Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim and Assam
: and heavy rainfall at isolated places over Gangetic West Bengal, :
¢ Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, cent- :
: ral Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, :
¢ Kerala and Mahe. :

LTy MIN cITy RAIN  MAX :
: Agartala................—....30.5.... 27.2 Kozhikode...........c...... 70...30.4....... 24
: Ahmedabad..........—....34.1....... 26 Kurnool ... e —36.2...25.5 ¢
¢ Aizawl......... 21.4  Lucknow.. 34.4...32.6....24.6 :
: Allahabad.... ....24.6 Madurai... e 2 32...244
: Bengaluru .......... 0.9.......30....... 21 Mangaluru ... 6.8....... 32...23.9 :
: Bhopal ..22.7 Mumbai ... ...31.8....... 26
: Bhubaneswar... . . MySUru ......ccveeveeeeieeens Lo, 31...21.4 :
¢ Chandigarh ......cc..=eovees = New Delhi ..34.1...242
: Chennai ....cooeueuee 6....... 33...26.1 Patna ...... ...27.8...24.4
¢ Coimbatore......... . . Port Blair. .9...30.4....25.8 :
: Dehradun.... Puducherry .. 2...32.2...23.2 ¢
: Gangtok... Pune........ ....00.0....00.0 :
: Goa......... Raipur ...31.2....21.9 :

Guwahati Ranchi..... ..31.2...233 ¢
: Hubballi...... Shillong... ....23.4....16.6 :
: Hyderabad .. Shimla..... —...25.1....... 18 :
¢ Imphal.... Srinagar........... -...28.5....16.4 :
* Jaipur. Thiruvananthapuram.. 3....30.3....24.3
¢ Kochi...... Tiruchi........c.... -...32.8...24.8
: Kohima... Vijayawada .. 1...32.6....26.4 :
¢ Kolkata.......ccoooeea = -

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)
: Pollutants in the air you are breathing

Visakhapatnam .............—.... 34.4...26.4 :

Yesterday

: CITIES S0: NO: CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

* Ahmedabad..... 35 .53 .43 ..115 .153 ...

: Bengaluru....... 12 .24 108 ... - .66 .. In observation made at

: R 4.00 p.m., Yamunanagar, :
: Chen_na| .......... 10 .10 .30 ...23 ..66 ..H Haryana recorded an overall
: Delhi............. 10 .18 .65 ...85 .190 .... air quality index (AQI) score :
: Hyderabad ...... .. 3.72 .16 ...28 ..31 ..H of 208 indicating an :
¢ Kolkata........... 14 23 .19 ...53 ..74 ..M  unhealthy level of pollution. :
: In contrast, Shillong, :
: Lucknoy\/. ... 14 25 90 ...46 ..51 .H Mizoram recorded a healthy
© Mumbai .. 10 .36 .92 .43 .99 ..m AQI score of 17 :
2 Pune.... 38 .40 111 ...56 ..49 ...

: Visakhapatnam 17 .22 .9 ...22 .48 ..H

Air Quality Code: M Poor

: and monuments.

Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQl) :
: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, :
: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

* reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced :
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
¢ death in people with heart or lung disease :

PIALLY.
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In a world of headlines and
heated debates, In Focus

by The Hindu offers an
in-depth and evolved analysis
of national and international
issues. With over 1 million
downloads, In Focus is one of
the most popular news
podcasts in India. We have
been ranked among the top 10

podcasts in the country by

Apple Podcasts. On Spotify,

we are one among the top
three Indian news podcasts.

Over 300 episodes of expert

discussions hosted on In Focus

examines each topic’s context

and history to provide

a detailed perspective.

4% Scan to listen from our website.

A Lot

»

gl Follow and download on: Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Google Podcasts and Amazon Music.
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IN COORDINATION WITH

is organizing

DELHI STATE LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY

DELHI TRAFFIC POLICE

_$.-SPECIALLOK ADALAT;

on 10" October 2021 From 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

(including Commercial Vehicles)

AT THE COURT COMPLEX OF
TIS HAZARI, KARKARDOOMA, PATIALA HOUSE, SAKET, ROHINI,

FOR SETTLEMENT OF COMPOUNDABLE TRAFFIC CHALLANS

(ON SPOT CHALLANS AND NOTICES) OF ALL TYPE OF VEHICLES

ROUSE AVENUE & DWARKA

All the notices/challans slips are to be downloaded by the litigants from Delhi Traffic Police Website and

there will not be any facility of taking printout or downloading at facilitation centre of the court complexes.

To download and take printout of the notices/challans, you will have to Log on to Delhi Traffic Police website
https://delhitrafficpolice.nic.in/notice/lokadalat

This link will remain activated from 7" October at 10:00 am till 08" October 05:00 pm
for the Lok Adalat to be held on 10" October 2021, or till the limit of the

Notices/Challans gets exhausted whichever is earlier.

Follow us on:

© https:/Awitter.com/dtptraffic
@ hitps://www.facebook.com/dtptraffic

To get challan disposed off you may have to visit the Stated Court No. In the Court Complex
mentioned in your challan, at the prescribed time Slot Alloted to you. Please carry print out of

your challan to THE LOK ADALAT BENCH for disposal.

Delhi State Legal Services Authority

Address :- Patiala House Court Complex,
1" Floor, Pre-Fab Building,
New Delhi-110001
Helpline 1516

E-mail to CP, Delhi at : cp.rakeshasthana@delhipolice.gov.in

FOR IMMEDIATE POLICE HELP CALL 112

24 HOURS TRAFFIC HELPLINE: 011-25844444/1095

Note:- Non compoundable Challans/Notices shall not be taken up in this special Lok Adalat. All compoundable “Notices/on the spot
challans” up to 30.06.2020 will be taken up for disposal. Considering Covid-19 protocol and to maintain social distancing, only
750 challans/Notices shall be taken up for disposal on each Lok Adalat to be held on 10" October 2021, in 230 Lok Adalats in the
above mentioned court complexes.

DP/9291/2021

BE A TRAFFIC SENTINEL
DOWNLOAD App From

1 " r
. App Store or

>

Write to : CP, Delhi at P.0. Box No. 171, GPO, New Delhi
TO SHARE INFORMATION CALL 1090
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7 out of 106 names for
HC judges cleared: CJI

President Kovind com-
mended the legal service
authorities for reaching out
to the poorest in the coun-
try.

He emphasised the need
to have more women la-
wyers participating in legal
aid services to bring legal re-
lief to more women.

“As a country, our aim is
to graduate from ‘women
development’ to ‘women-
led development’. There-
fore, increasing the number
of women in National Legal

Services Institutions is as
important as reaching out to
the largest possible number
of women beneficiaries,”
the President said.

The CJI said socio-eco-
nomic growth would be im-
possible to achieve without
equal access to justice.

“Legal awareness is key
to equal access to justice...
Quality of democracy lies in
the quality of justice ren-
dered. Healthy democracy
needs a vibrant judiciary,”
Chief Justice Ramana said.

[LJP factions can't use
party name, symbol

The election was an-
nounced on September 28
and polling is scheduled for
October 30.

The EC said, “...In order
to place both the rival
groups on even keel and to
protect their rights and in-
terests, and going by the
past precedents,” both
groups would not be permit-
ted to use the LJP name and
“bungalow” symbol, which

is reserved for the party in
Bihar. Both groups could
choose names on their own
and pick symbols from the
available list, the EC said.
The groups were asked to
submit the names and three
choices of symbols by Mon-
day afternoon. Also, they
were asked to submit docu-

ments supporting their
claim to represent the party
by November 5.

Govt. notifies new rules
to clear retro tax mess

The affected taxpayers,
along with all the interested
parties (such as their share-
holders, for instance), will
have to give up all claims in
any ongoing legal proceed-
ings, including arbitration,
mediation efforts and at-
tachment proceedings, with
an undertaking that such in-
itiatives will not be
reopened.

An indemnity bond
would have to be furnished
that the taxpayer and inter-
ested parties “fully assume
the risk of any omission or
mistake with respect to
identification and procure-
ment of authorisations and
undertakings from any re-
lated parties or interested
parties as provided in the
undertaking”.

In early September, after
draft rules were issued to re-
solve these tax disputes, the
worst-affected player, U.K.-
based Cairn Energy said it
was working with the Indian
government to expedite
‘documentation and pay-
ment of refund’ of $1.06 bil-
lion of retrospective taxes at
the centre of its high-stake
dispute with India.

After years of dithering,
the government amended
the Income Tax laws earlier

this year to scrap the retros-
pective tax provisions intro-
duced in 2012-13, under
which Cairn was taxed in
2014 for a corporate restruc-
turing undertaken in 2006-
07. The tax department had
subsequently frozen the
firm’s shares as part of the
proceedings and sold them
off to recover the claimed
tax dues.

An international arbitra-
tion tribunal scrutinising
the tax dispute had ruled in
Cairn’s favour last Decem-
ber and awarded it $1.2 bil-
lion in damages. While the
government has filed an ap-
peal against the arbitration
verdict, Cairn has filed law-
suits in several overseas ju-
risdictions to enforce the tri-
bunal’s award.

In France, the company
has secured a court’s per-
mission to freeze at least 20
Indian properties in Paris.
In the U.S., it is pressing for
securing Air India’s assets
by arguing that the national
carrier is the ‘alter ego’ of
the government in an ongo-
ing legal process.

All such proceedings will
have to be dropped and an
undertaking be given to that
effect as per the I-T Rules for
burying these tax disputes.

Vikrant to sail out
for Phase 2 trials

This is in the backdrop of a
new indigenous Twin En-
gine Carrier Based Deck
Fighter (TEBDF) being de-
signed and developed by
the Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) and Aeronautical
Development Agency
(ADA).

Concurrently with sea
trials of Vikrant, plans are
afoot for the trials of the
fighter jets in the fray for the
tender. “Initially, trials will
be done on the Shore Based
Test Facility (SBTF) at Goa

and then on the aircraft car-
rier,” the official said. The
aircraft likely to be tested
are Boeing F/A-18 Super Hor-
net, Dassault Avaition Rafale
and Saab Gripen-E. In prep-
aration for the trials, Boeing
had last December shown
the comparability of its F/
A-18 Super Hornet with the
Navy’s Short Takeoff but Ar-
rested Recovery (STOBAR)
system by launching it from
a ski-jump from a shore
based facility at Naval Air
Station Patuxent river in Ma-
ryland, U.S..

Cong. to put Meghalaya
house in order

The seats are Mawphlang,
Mawryngkneng and
Rajabala.

“Iwill be travelling to Del-
hi on Sunday for resolving
the issues,” Dr. Sangma told
journalists in Meghalaya
capital Shillong, trashing
speculations that he was set
to quit the Congress and
join the Trinamool Congress
along with 13 Congress
MLAs.

“The assumption about
our leaving the party is too
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premature,” he said.

Differences within the
Congress in Meghalaya be-
came apparent after Dr.
Sangma said he was not con-
sulted before the party lea-
dership made Mr. Pala the
State unit president.

Apart from avoiding a
function to mark Mr. Pala’s
formal anointment, Dr.
Sangma skipped a pro-
gramme in which five form-
er Congress leaders were re-

inducted.
»

Assam MLA
detained for
statement

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The Assam police on Satur-
day detained Congress
MLA Sherman Ali Ahmed
for his alleged provocative
statement on the killing of
eight Assamese youth in
Darrang district during the
peak of the anti-foreigners
Assam Agitation in 1983.
He had spoken out in the
context of a violent evic-
tion drive on September 23
in which two persons, in-
cluding a minor, were
killed in police firing.

The State Congress had
served Mr. Ahmed a show
cause notice after his state-
ment had triggered out-
rage. “...Despite holding a
responsible position as an
MLA, you have time and
again given statements in
media and in public fo-
rums against party policies
and matters with commu-
nal overtones having great
propensity to destroy the
social harmony of our
State,” the notice read.

India-China Corps Commander
talks next week: Army chief

Amid increased Chinese deployment, focus on pull-back in the Hot Springs area

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

India and China are likely to
hold the 13th round of Corps
Commander-level talks next
week aimed at resolving the
stand-off in eastern Ladakh,
the Chief of the Army Staff,
General Manoj Naravane,
said on Saturday.

The focus will be on work-
ing out a plan for disengage-
ment in the Hot Springs
area.

“The talks have been go-
ing on for more than a year
now... We are hopeful to
have the 13th round of talks
very soon, perhaps as soon
as next week, that is the se-
cond week of October,” Gen-
eral Naravane told the news
agency Asian News Interna-
tional in Leh during his two-
day visit to the forward areas
of Ladakh.

“We are confident that as
we discuss things with each

C

We are confident that as we
discuss things with each other,

we will be able to reach a consensuson
how this disengagement is to take place,
and by and by, all the friction points get

resolved... Definitely there has been
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an increase in their [Chinese)

deployment in the forward

areas, which remains a matter

of concern for us

GENERAL MANOJ NARAVANE
Chief of the Army Staff

other, we will be able to
reach a consensus on how
this disengagement is to take
place, and by and by, all the
friction points get resolved,”
he said.

More Chinese troops

Stating that China has de-
ployed troops in considera-
ble numbers all across east-
ern Ladakh and the
northern front right up to In-

dia’s Eastern Command, the
Army chief said, “Definitely
there has been an increase in
their deployment in the for-
ward areas, which remains a
matter of concern for us.”

However, he said the Ar-
my was monitoring all the
Chinese developments and
based on inputs, was carry-
ing out matching develop-
ments in terms of infrastruc-
ture.

“At the moment, we are
quite well poised to meet
any eventuality,” he said.

The Army has deployed
its newest induction, the K9-
Vajra 155-mm, 52-calibre
tracked self-propelled ho-
witzer close to the Line of
Actual Control in Ladakh,
significantly augmenting its
firepower. “These guns can
also work in high-altitude
areas, [and] field trials were
extremely successful. We
have now added an entire re-
giment, this will be really
helpful,” General Naravane
said.

As part of efforts for over-
all disengagement and de-es-
calation to end the stand-off
in eastern Ladakh, the first
phase of disengagement
from both sides of Pangong
Tso was undertaken in Fe-
bruary and the second phase
of disengagement from the
Gogra area in August.

Indian democracy less inclusive today’

Paper by veteran officials says double-digit growth and less polarisation are the country’s best hope

SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI

India’s best hope for a suc-
cessful foreign policy and na-
tional security is an econo-
my growing in double digits
and a less polarised democ-
racy, says a new paper by se-
nior former officials and ana-
lysts who warn that the
development model is in
doubt due to falling GDP
figures.

The paper — “India’s path
to power: strategy in a world
adrift” — was released by the
Centre for Policy Research in
Delhi on Saturday, and
dwells on the internal and
external threats, challenges
to the “Neighbourhood
First” policy, and concerns
about the position in a possi-
ble U.S.-China conflict,
which they say is more likely
now than in the past and can
be triggered by events over
Taiwan in the next decade.

The paper also critiques
India’s ‘protectionist’ eco-
nomic stance and climate
change and cyber policies,
and also makes a detailed
criticism on the state of de-
mocracy under the Naren-
dra Modi government,

which is likely to evoke some

Shlvshankar Menon, right, and Ajit Ranade at the Centre for
Policy Research in New Delhi on Saturday. =r.v.MooRTHY

response from the ruling
party.

No-holds-barred contest

“There is concern that In-
dian democracy is moving
steadily towards ethnic ma-
joritarianism, polarisation
and divisiveness,” write the
authors in the introduction
of “India’s path to power”.
“India’s vibrant electoral de-
mocracy appears to be
morphing into a no-holds-
barred contest for power...
Indian democracy seems
less inclusive today than at
any point in its history,” they
conclude, adding that the fo-
reign policy is being driven
by “domestic political and

ideological factors” that
have had a “perverse im-
pact” on relations with Pa-
kistan, Nepal and Bangla-
desh.

Significantly, some of the
paper’s authors, a list that in-
cludes former National Se-
curity Adviser Shivshankar
Menon; Lt. Gen. Prakash Me-
non (retd); former special
envoy on climate change and
nuclear issues Shyam Saran;
academics Sunil Khilnani
and Srinath Raghavan; and
analysts Yamini Aiyar, Nitin
Pai and Ajit Ranade, had pre-
sented a similar work in 2012
entitled “Nonalignment
2.0”, that also made pre-
scriptions for the previous

UPA government’s foreign
and security policy. Both Mr.
Menon and Mr. Saran were
in office at the time, and Mr.
Saran subsequently served
as Chairman of the National
Security Advisory board dur-
ing the Modi government’s
first tenure.

The authors, who have re-
placed the term non-align-
ment with the term “strateg-
ic autonomy” that carries
more currency in present
times, write that they wished
to update their policy pre-
scriptions a decade later due
to major developments that
have changed the world, and
in particular in the Indian
subcontinent.

Security preoccupation
The paper predicts a “grea-
ter security preoccupation
for India” in its neighbour-
hood given its proximity to
the Indo-Pacific which is
likely to become the theatre
of U.S.-China conflict, as well
as due to China’s willingness
compared to the past, to “in-
tervene in the domestic pol-
itics of India’s neighbours”.
In a departure from the
current policy, the authors
advocate engagement with

Future-proofing Langa-Manganiyar heritage

Initiative to digitise the unique musical performances of Rajasthan folk artistes

MOHAMMED IQBAL
JODHPUR

Considered the repository of
the Thar region’s rich
history and traditional
knowledge, the ballads,
folklore and songs of the
Langa-Manganiyar artistes
are being preserved through
an initiative for
documentation and
digitisation. The project is
aimed at saving the rapidly
disappearing narrative
traditions of these
communities.

The Jodhpur-based
Rupayan Sansthan,
established by an eminent
folklorist, the late Komal
Kothari, and writer Vijaydan
Detha, has extended
support to the initiative
taken by the Archives and
Research Centre for
Ethnomusicology at the
American Institute of Indian
Studies (AIIS) in the
research project.

The Langas and
Manganiyars are hereditary
communities of Muslim
musicians residing mostly in
western Rajasthan’s
Jaisalmer and Barmer
districts and in Pakistan’s
Tharparkar and Sanghar
districts in Sindh. The iconic
and internationally
acclaimed folk artistes have,
however, been hit hard by
the COVID-19 pandemic that
stopped their performances
in India and abroad and
poses a challenge to the
very survival of the popular

Soft notes: The Langas and Manganiyars are hereditary

musicians mostly from western Rajasthan.

art form.

The music of the two
marginalised communities,
who were supported by
wealthy landlords and
merchants before
Independence, forms a vital
part of Thar desert’s cultural
landscape. Apart from the
pandemic, this vital heritage
is also facing a threat from
changes in patronage and
increased urbanisation in
these districts.

The Rupayan Sansthan
has a collection of 20,000
hours of audio recordings of
Langa-Manganiyar
performances in analog
form. The recordings, dating
from 1980 to 2003,
comprise a wide range of
heroic ballads, romantic
epic tales and the Sufi
spiritual stories, Sansthan’s

= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

secretary Kuldeep Kothari
told The Hindu on Saturday.
The performances are in
multiple languages and
dialects including Marwari,
Sindhi, Saraiki, Dhatti and
Thareli.

In addition to digitisation
of the cassette collection at
Rupayan Sansthan as part of
the project, the researchers
have been travelling to the
remote villages in Jodhpur,
Barmer and Jaisalmer
districts to record the
performances of Langas and
Manganiyars.

Mr. Kothari said the
preservation of oral
traditions would encourage
the local communities’
involvement in the efforts to
nurture audiences and
protect the history of the
desert region. The romantic

tales revolving around
legendary lovers such as
Umar-Marvi, Heer-Ranjha,
Sohni-Mahiwal,
Moomal-Rana and
Sorath-Rao Khangar have
traditionally captivated
audiences.

“Our emphasis in the
collaboration with the AIIS
is on the preservation of
katha, gatha, varta (tales,
epics, talk) forms. The
material derived from
recordings will be made
available for research and
utilised for training of
younger generation of
performers,” Mr. Kothari
said.

Training for future
In another initiative, Shafi
Mohammed Langa is
training young
underprivileged boys from
the musician communities
at the School of Folk Music,
set up by the Rupayan
Sansthan. Stating that the
nuances of ragas and
presentation with proper
expression and diction were
being taught to children, Mr.
Langa said the school would
gradually emerge as a
resource centre for western
Rajasthan’s folk music.
Famous Barmer-based
vocalist Anwar Khan, a
recipient of Padma Shri in
2020, said the artistes
needed a greater support
because their global
performances having been
halted in the pandemic.

Pakistan, calling upon the
Modi government to allow
Pakistan to host the South
Asian Association for Re-
gional Cooperation (SAARC)
summit, that India has re-
fused to attend since 2016. It
also refers to India’s mem-
bership of the Quad partner-
ship with the U.S., Australia
and Japan, as well as the Rus-
sia-China led Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) as useful forums to ex-
ert “strategic autonomy”
principles.

On the subject of Chinese
transgressions at the LAC
since 2020 and the killing of
Indian soldiers in Galwan,
the authors, some of whom
have dealt with previous bor-
der crises with China, say
the China policy “must now
be reset to the reality of a live
border and of antagonistic
political relations”, predict-
ing that the “China chal-
lenge”, including incursions
at various points at the LAC
like Tawang, Depsang and
the Siliguri corridor, will be
India’s predominant securi-
ty threat, and advises several
measures, including expand-
ing ties with the Quad, Rus-
sia, Turkey and Iran.

ED attaches

property
worth X190 cr.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directo-
rate has attached a residen-
tial building worth 190.62
crore in an ongoing probe
against Sanjay Singal, the
former chairman-cum-ma-
naging director of Bhushan
Power & Steel Limited
(BPSL), and others.

The property is located
at Ceejay House in Mum-
bai’s Worli. The agency has
so far attached assets
worth %4,420.16 crore in
the case alleging bank
fraud.

The Enforcement Direc-
torate investigation is
based on a First Informa-
tion Report (FIR) regis-
tered by the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation on
April 5, 2019, against BPSL
and others.

According to the agency,
the accused persons en-
tered into a criminal con-
spiracy with unknown
bank officials to cheat the
financial institutions.

Bodies of
Navy men
recovered

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The mortal remains of four
of the five missing Navy
personnel were recovered
on Saturday. The five per-
sonnel from a 20-member
expedition team went mis-
sing after being hit by an
avalanche while attempt-
ing to summit Mt. Trishul
in Uttarakhand.

“All out efforts continue
to locate the fifth naval
climber and one sherpa,”
the Navy said. The four
personnel are Lt. Cdr. Raj-
nikant Yadav, Lt. Cdr. Yo-
gesh Tiwari, Lt. Cdr. Anant
Kukreti and Master Chief
Petty Officer MCPO II Hari
Om. “Deeply anguished by
the tragic death of four Na-
vy personnel who were
part of the Navy mountai-
neering expedition to Mt.
Trishul. The nation has not
only lost precious young
lives but also courageous
soldiers in this tragedy,”
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said on Twitter. “My
thoughts are with their fa-
milies in this hour of trage-
dy. Praying for early locat-
ing of the remaining team
members,” he said.

~‘Stumbling blocks to
- FTA can be surpassed

Fresh eyes can make difference: Tehan

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Australia’s Trade Minister
Dan Tehan is confident that
the stumbling blocks to an
India-Australia free trade
agreement (FTA), such as
the sensitivities for both
sides on dairy and agricul-
ture sectors, can be sur-
passed as negotiations kick
off afresh.

The two countries for-
mally restarted negotiations
for an FTA on Thursday, set-
ting a December 2022 target
for a complete pact and a
commitment to seal an early
harvest pact by this Christ-
mas. The changed geo-stra-
tegic environment and fresh
eyes at work could make the
difference, he said.

Difficulties with China
Noting that Australia’s eco-
nomic ties with China are
facing some difficulties that
have been “well-document-
ed”, Mr. Tehan said that is
one reason for them to di-
versify their trading rela-
tionships even as they seek a
constructive dialogue with
China.

“The geo-strategic envi-
ronment has seen the India-
Australia relationship grow
closer and we want to make
sure the economic partner-
ship matches that broader
strength,” he said, explain-
ing why outcomes that were
elusive in past negotiations
may not prove so difficult

this time.
»

Union Minister Piyush Goyal
with his Australian
counterpart Dan Tehan. =pmi

Compromises and part-
nerships are possible in agri-
culture that could boost job
creation in both countries,
he said. Merino wool could
be used by Indian apparel
makers and exported back.
Australian firms can lend
technology and services
support to enhance Indian
farm sectors’ output.

Australia will also nudge
India to lower import tariffs
on its wines. “There is noth-
ing I would enjoy more than
being able to provide India
with some of Australia’s fine
wine. It would be wonderful
if Indians could enjoy a little
bit more of Australian wine
at a more affordable price
and that will be something
that we will be looking to
achieve,” he said.

“I'would love to be able to
celebrate the conclusion of
an FTA with Trade Minister
[Piyush] Goyal with a very
good glass of Australian
wine,” Mr. Tehan said in an
interaction on Friday.
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Chhattisgarh is no
Punjab, asserts Baghel

CM refutes speculation about a change of guard in Raipur

ANUP DUTTA
BHOPAL

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Saturday
refuted speculation on a pos-
sible change of guard in the
Congress-ruled State ahead of
an impending visit by former
party president Rahul Gand-
hi, the dates for which ha-
ven’t been announced yet.

Pressed by reporters at the
Raipur helipad about the BJP
drawing a parallel between
Punjab and Chhattisgarh vis-
a-vis dissensions within the
Congress units in the two
States, Mr. Baghel replied
obliquely: “Chhattisgarh will
always remain Chhattisgarh.
It cannot become Punjab.
The two States have only one
similarity - both have num-
bers in their name. Punjab is
land of punj (five) aab (wa-
ter), five rivers. Similarly,
Chhattisgarh has derived its
name from chhattis garh (36
forts). No other States have
numbers in their name.”

Mr. Baghel was made Chief
Minister reportedly on a rota-

CM Bhupesh Baghel

tion formula worked out by
then party president Rahul
Gandhi in 2018 whereby he
was to hand over the steward-
ship of the State government
to Cabinet colleague, Health
Minister T.S. Singh Deo, this
year. There was, however, no
official announcement about
a power-sharing deal to that
effect.

While both the Chief Mi-
nister and the Health Minis-
ter have avoided direct public
statements on the rotation
formula in the recent past,
Mr. Baghel has shown no sign
of any willingness to step
down. His supporters, in fact,
point to his being named as

senior observer for the Con-
gress ahead of the Assembly
election in Uttar Pradesh as
an endorsement of his leader-
ship in Chhattisgarh.

His supporters believe the
Congress is not prepared to
dislodge the powerful OBC
leader at a juncture when the
BJP is tightening its grip over
OBCs across the country.

‘CM scored a goal’

“I think Mr. Chief Minister
has scored a goal and a possi-
ble win,” a Congress MLA
quipped while glued to an En-
glish Premier League football
match.

Amid speculation of possi-
ble leadership change in the
State, around two dozen par-
ty MLAs, believed to be close
to the Chief Minister, flew to
Delhi in the past few days.

“Many party legislators are
camping in Delhi to meet
AICC in-charge of Chhattis-
garh P.L. Punia ahead of Ra-
hul Gandhi’s proposed tour
of the State”, a senior party
leader told The Hindu.

INTERVIEW | BHUPINDER SINGH HOODA

“Weakening of Cong. not in country’s interest’

A strong Opposition key for a vibrant democracy; we need to introspect, says former Haryana CM

SOBHANA K. NAIR

Amid the ongoing crisis in
the Punjab unit of the Con-
gress, senior party leader
and former Haryana Chief
Minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda expressed concern
about the party’s “disinte-
gration” and the violent
protests at Rajya Sabha MP
Kapil Sibal’s residence.

What are your thoughts on
your friend and comrade
Captain Amarinder Singh
(retd.)’s decision to quit the
Congress?

m It is a matter of concern
when even a small worker
leaves the party. Captain is a
towering leader, who has
twice been the Chief Minis-
ter of Punjab, deputy leader
of the party in the Lok Sabha
and the Pradesh Congress
Committee (PCC) president
of the State. So, of course, it
is a matter of huge concern.

Captain’s case, though, is
not isolated. We have seen
senior Congress leaders
leave in Goa, in Uttar Pra-

Baghel is senior observer for UP. poll

His team sees this as the final seal on speculation over his chief ministership

SOBHANA K. NAIR
NEW DELHI
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel was ap-
pointed senior observer for
the Congress ahead of the
Assembly election in Uttar
Pradesh. Team Baghel be-
lieves that this for once and
for all settles the question of
Mr. Baghel’s continuation in
the Chief Minister’s chair.

State Health Minister T.S.
Singh Deo had staked claim
to the Chief Minister’s post
invoking a promise made in
2018 by then party president
Rahul Gandhi agreeing to a
rotational tenure between
him and Mr. Baghel. As per
the arrangement, the Chief
Minister’s post was sup-
posed to go to him on June
18, the halfway mark of the
five-year tenure of the go-
vernment.

The appointment though

CM Bhupesh Baghel ét arallyin Assamin F_ebruary. He was a

senior observer during the Assam poll.

is not a bolt from the blue.
Mr. Baghel, who recently
played an active role as a se-
nior observer ahead of the
Assam Assembly election,
was widely expected to be
roped in Uttar Pradesh too.
His close associate, Rajesh
Tiwari, was appointed the
All India Congress Commit-
tee (AICC) secretary in the

=RITU RAJ KONWAR

State, assisting general secre-
tary in-charge Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra. Mr. Baghel’s
political adviser, Vinod Ver-
ma, has also been stationed
in U.P. for more than one
month now.

“The Congress needs an
Other Backward Class [OBC]
face, specifically a Kurmi
leader. Mr. Baghel fits in that

Trinamool spent X154 cr. on
Bengal polls, says ECI report

Congress spent X84.93 cr.; BJP’s report not available yet

DAMINI NATH

NEW DELHI

The Trinamool Congress
outspent all the other recog-
nised national and State par-
ties that contested the five

Spending Spree | A look at how much parties

spent during the recent Assembly elections in West Bengal,
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Kerala and Assam

eld Money spent
in crore

role. His appointment sends
a clear message that the par-
ty values him,” a senior lead-
er close to Mr. Baghel said.

Significant timing

The timing of the appoint-
ment is equally significant
for team Baghel. On August
27, at the end of a meeting
with Mr. Gandhi, Mr. Baghel
had announced that Mr.
Gandhi would be visiting
Chhattisgarh. His impending
visit had started to be seen as
a stocktaking exercise to
weigh in on the question of
Mr. Baghel versus Mr. Deo.
So far, Mr. Gandhi’s office
has not decided any date for
the visit.

“The fact that the appoint-
ment comes before his visit
clearly shows the trust he
and the leadership bestows
on the Chief Minister,” the
leader said.

desh and other States. Wea-
kening and disintegration of
the Congress is not in the in-
terest of the country or our
democracy... A strong Oppo-
sition is key for a vibrant de-
mocracy. We (the Congress)
need to introspect.

Do you believe the central
leadership of the party
faltered in resolving the
Punjab problems right from
the very beginning? And they
could have been more
clear-headed about it?

m1 don’t blame anybody,
but, yes, it could have been
handled in a better way.

This disintegration that you
speak about did not happen
overnight. Do you believe
that it is the result of erratic
leadership?

m All T can say is that these
are the things that need to be
discussed within the party
forum where everyone can
freely express their opinion.
The orchestrated attack on
Kapil Sibal’s home is not

X

c) Punjab could have

been handled better
and the present
situation avoided

Congress culture. Of course,
there can be divergent opi-
nions that can be debated
within the party without in-
dulging in hooliganism.

After former president Rahul
Gandhi quit post the debacle
in 2019, the Congress
Working Committee (CWC)
was thrown open to pick his
successor. Why didn’t any
leader propose a name other
than the Gandhis?

= We may not have won the
Lok Sabha polls, but nobody

wanted Mr. Gandhi to resign.
Congressmen wanted him to
continue, but it was up to
him. After he left, Soniaji
took over as the interim pre-
sident and she said an elec-
tion would be held soon to
pick the party’s president.

Do you think there is a need
to build an alternative
Congress?

m What is an alternative Con-
gress? Congress is Congress.
The present crisis can be re-
solved through dialogue
within the party. Yes, Punjab
could have been handled in
a better way and the present
situation could have been
avoided.

In the past, there have been
speculation about you
quitting the Congress too.
Were you ever frustrated
enough to consider the
option?

m No. Rumours are just ru-
mours. I have no grouse with
the party. My only desire is
to see the Congress in a

Let NC support PC to avoid
split of Muslim votes: Lone

He highlights economic persecution of the people of J&K

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

Sajad Lone, chairman of the
Peoples Conference (PC), on
Saturday asked the National
Conference (NC) to support
his party if the latter was
worried about a division of
Muslim votes in Jammu and
Kashmir.

“The PC is a 45-year-old
party. Nobody can accuse us
of being created yesterday.
We have been victims in the
past though. So, if they [NC]
think Muslim votes were be-
ing divided, let it support us
and decide not to fight elec-
tions. They [Abdullahs] have
been Chief Ministers — the
father, the son and the
grandfather. Let a poor
man’s son become Chief Mi-
nister now. Let it not be me.

Sajad Lone

Let it be Nizam Sahib or Im-
ran sahib. What is wrong
with it? If they support, I will
go by their suggestions,” Mr.
Lone said.

Mr. Lone, who quit the
Gupkar alliance earlier this
year, was responding to re-
marks from NC leaders that
his party was dividing Mus-
lim votes in J&K and could

help the electoral prospects
of the BJP in the next elec-
tions.

“People of J&K have been
trapped in the post August 5,
2019 situation. The PC will
stand up for them in our un-
ited quest to retrieve back
what is rightfully ours,” Mr.
Lone said.

He said the current admi-
nistration, which was a “se-
lected administration” and
not an “elected administra-
tion”, was indulging in the
economic persecution of the
people of J&K, as a sequel to
the political persecution.

Meanwhile, another Peo-
ples Democratic Party (PDP)
leader and former legislator
from Bandipora, Nizamud-
din Bhat, joined the PC in
Srinagar on Friday.

stronger position.

And what is your
prescription for that?

m The change has to happen
at the grassroots level. There
should be fresh elections to
elect members for block, dis-
trict and State-level commit-
tees of the party. The All In-
dia Congress Committee
(AICC) delegates should be
chosen through elections.

The exodus of senior
Congress leaders is
happening simultaneously
with the induction of leaders
like Kanhaiya Kumar and
Jignesh Mevani. Do you share
the fear of many others in the
party of a possible leftward
shift in the party?

m This is a continuous pro-
cess in political parties
where new people keep join-
ing in. The so-called friction
between the old and the new
guard is a matter of fiction.
The Congress has always oc-
cupied the middle path and
we stand for one and all.

‘Cong. doesn't
run on Raut’s
opinions’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PUNE

After Shiv Sena MP Sanjay
Raut said the confusion
within the Congress ranks
would persist unless the
party quickly appointed a
full-time national presi-
dent, senior Congress lead-
er and former Maharashtra
Chief Minister Prithviraj
Chavan on Saturday said
his party did not run on
Mr. Raut’s opinions.

Mr. Raut had said the
“headless state” that the
party, the Sena’s ally in
Maharashtra, now found it-
self in was only benefiting
the BJP, which was exploit-
ing the leadership vacuum.
“That is his [Mr. Raut’s]
opinion... Our party does
not run by his opinions.
The Congress’s problems
are its internal matter,”
said Mr. Chavan in Pune.
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Odisha Mineral Exploration Corporation Ltd.
( A State PSU )

3" Floor, Bayan Bhawan, Unit-3,
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru Marg,
Bhubaneswar- 751001.

Ph: 0674-2399914, Website: www.omecl.in
CIN No-U132090R2016SGC025960

ADVERTISEMENT FOR RECRUITMENT OF EXECUTIVES IN OMECL
Date : 01.10.2021

Odisha Mineral Exploration Corporation Limited (OMECL), a State PSU undertakes
exploration and mining activities as approved by Govt. of Odisha. The Corporation
planned to operationalise the allotted Iron Ore Mine within a short span of time and has
envisioned to emerge as a leading Mining Corporation in the State.

The Corporation intends to recruit dynamic and competent professionals in the
relevant field as under for exploration and mining activities in respect of metalliferous

OMECL

Participating Institutions

ACTREC: Advanced Centre for Treatment, Research and Education in Cancer, Tata Memorial Centre,
Navi Mumbai (www.actrec.gov.in)

Joint Graduate Entrance Examination in Biology and
Interdisciplinary Life Sciences [JGEEBILS]

JGEEBILS is a common entrance examination in biology and interdisciplinary life sciences,
coordinated by the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research. Each participating institution operates an
independent admissions process using the JGEEBILS result together with other inputs.

Students must apply separately to each participating institution. Please refer to the website of
each institution for details of its admissions process and degree requirements.

Ashoka University (www.ashoka.edu.in)

Bose Institute, Kolkata (www.jchose.ac.in)

CCMB: Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad (www.ccmb.res.in)
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH
Hitting out at the BJP-Jan-
nayak Janta Party (JJP) go-
vernment in Haryana, Con-
gress national  general
secretary Randeep Singh
Surjewala on Saturday
raised questions on the func-
tioning and examination sys-
tem of the Haryana Staff Se-
lection Commission (HSSC),
demanding it to be imme-
diately dissolved.

Mr. Surjewala said the go-

CcM
K

vernment and the HSSC had
made a mockery of the com-
petence of the youth of Ha-
ryana. “The matter of fact is
that the HSSC comprising
BJP-JJP leaders has des-
troyed the entire examina-
tion system and ruined the
future of the youth,” he said
here at a press conference.
Mr. Surjewala alleged that
a mafia selling examination
papers dominated Haryana.
“Now, another scam has
come to the fore in the re-

»

cruitment of sub-inspectors
[male]. In the last seven
years, more than 30 papers
have been leaked and sold
openly. Fingers were point-
ed at the politicians holding
positions in the government
and the HSSC. But no one
has been punished.”

“In the background of se-
rious allegations, the com-
mission should be imme-
diately dissolved and the
allegations investigated by
the High Court,” he said.

Interested eligible candidates are requested to download the application format
from OMECL website: http://lomecl.in and submit the same duly filled in & signed
along with attested copies of Certificates / Testimonials, experience certificate etc. in
support of their eligibility by Speed Post /Courier in a cover superscribed
“APPLICATION FOR THE POST OF
DATED ” so as to reach General Manager, Odisha Mineral Exploration
Corporation Ltd., 3" Floor, Boyan Bhawan, Unit-3, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
Marg, Bhubaneswar-751001 by 30.10.2021 (Saturday) positively. Applications
received after the last date due to delay in postal/courier or any other reason shall not
be entertained and will be rejected.

OMECL Management reserves the right to cancel, amend or alter the above

advertisement without assigning any reason thereof.

CAD-1401:

Sd/-

GENERAL MANAGER, OMECL
OIPR-30024/11/0010/2122

AGAINST ADVERTISEMENT NO.

Agartala, Ahmedabad, Amritsar, Bangalore, Bhilai, Bhopal, Bhubaneswar, Burdwan, Chandigarh, Chennai,
Cochin, Coimbatore, Delhi, Guntur, Guwahati, Haldwani, Hyderabad, Indore, Jaipur, Jalandhar, Jammu,
Jamshedpur, Kanpur, Kharagpur, Kolkata, Kozhikode, Lucknow, Madurai, Mandi, Mangalore, Mumbai,
Nagpur, Patna, Pune, Srinagar, Varanasi, Visakhapatnam.

Applications for JGEEBILS: Submit online applications at http://univ.tifr.res.in

Application fee: Male Applicants - Rs 1,200/-, Female Applicants - Rs 600/-. Payment can be made online
by Netbanking/Credit/Debit cards/UPI etc. as per modes available for the payment gateway. Hall tickets will
be available for download only after successful payment.

Fee waivers: A waiver of application fee on grounds of financial distress may be requested by a letter from
the Principal or the Head of the Department justifying the request. Students may apply online and send the
waiver letter/request from the Principal/HOD (on their letter head duly signed and stamped) by post to “The
Asstt. Registrar (Academic), Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Homi Bhabha Road, Colaba, Mumbai
400005”. Alternatively, the recommendation letter can be scanned and uploaded in the profile. These
requests would be considered depending on availability of seats and cannot be guaranteed.

Last date for receiving applications for Hall Tickets: November 10, 2021.
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Prices of petrol and
diesel hiked again

NEW DELHI

Petrol and diesel prices
soared to new highs across
the country on Saturday after
rates were hiked again by 25
paise and 30 paise a litre,
respectively. The price of
petrol in Delhi rose to
%102.14 a litre and to ¥108.19
in Mumbai, according to a
notification of state-owned
fuel retailers. Diesel prices
touched ¥90.47 a litre in
Delhi and ¥98.16 a litre in
Mumbai. Prices differ from
State to State depending on
taxes. p1i

Mamata slams release of
water from Jharkhand
KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Saturday
slammed the Jharkhand
government and the Damodar
Valley Corporation for release
of water from reservoirs into
West Bengal, causing floods
in southern districts of the
State. She said the West
Bengal government would
seek compensation from
Damodar Valley Corporation
(DVO) for the damages
sustained. The Opposition
BJP in the State said that Ms.
Banerjee was trying to cover
up the incompetence of her
government by shifting the
blame on others.

I-T dept. raids real estate
group in Gujarat

NEW DELHI

The Income Tax Department's
searches on a real estate
developer group and its
brokers in Ahmedabad have
led to the detection of
unaccounted transactions of
over 500 crore. The raids
were carried at on 22
residential and business
premises. Documents
showing unaccounted
investment of more than
%200 crorein land and
unaccounted cash receipts
from sale of land amounting
to over X100 crore have been
found and seized so far,
according to the agency. The
agency also seized 1 crore in
cash and jewellery worth ¥98
lakh during the searches,
officials said.

Centre to begin paddy purchase today

Move comes after farmers protested against postponement of procurement in Punjab and Haryana

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIARGH

On the day when farmers
staged demonstrations in
many parts of Punjab and
Haryana against postpone-
ment of paddy purchase, the
Union government on Satur-
day decided to start procure-
ment in both the States from
October 3.

Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal also announced
the procurement after meet-
ing Union Minister of State
for Consumer Affairs, Food
and Public Distribution Ash-
wini Kumar Choubey in New
Delhi.

Punjab Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi also
said the Centre had allowed
the State to start paddy pro-
curement from October 3.
He said this decision would
be instrumental in ensuring
a smooth and hassle-free
procurement to the satisfac-
tion of the farmers. Earlier,
the Centre had announced
postponement of procure-
ment in both States until Oc-
tober 11, citing higher mois-
ture content due to rainfall.

“In Haryana, the crop has

already reached the mandis.
In the interest of the farmers
who have harvested their
crops and have brought it to
mandis, a request was made
to Mr. Choubey for allowing
the State government to start

the procurement from Oc-
tober 3. I am happy that he
accepted our request,” Mr.
Lal said.

At Karnal in Haryana, a
group of farmers picketed
Mr. Lal’s residence, and

e

Ready for sale: Labourers bringing newly harvested paddy crop to a grain market near Amritsar on Saturday. =pmi

shouted slogans against the
delay in paddy purchase. It
was only after the announce-
ment of the procurement de-
cision that they lifted the
dharna.

Farmers staged demon-

5 cr. houses given water connections’

Jal Jeevan Mission covered 1.25 lakh villages since 2019, says Prime Minister

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Five crore households had
been provided with water
connections  since  the
launch of the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion in 2019, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on Sa-
turday, adding that tap water
was now reaching every hou-
sehold in about 1.25 lakh
villages.

He said today’s India had
done more work on this
front in just two years than
what was done in seven
decades.

Speaking after interacting
with gram panchayats and
village water and sanitation
committees (VWSC) on the
Jal Jeevan Mission, Mr. Modi
said the mission was village-
driven and its vision was not

The Jal Jeevan Mission |s-
village-driven, the PM said.

just to make water accessi-
ble, but it was also a big
movement towards decen-
tralisation. In an apparent
dig at the previous Congress
governments, Mr. Modi said
those who had the responsi-
bility of policymaking for a
long time had lived in an
abundance of water.

“In the places where these

Non-smokers too can get lung

cancer: consumer court to insurer

Firm had rejected claim, citing addiction to smoking

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
AHMEDABAD

A consumer court here has
ordered an insurance com-
pany to reimburse the
amount of expenditure on
medical treatment for lung
cancer after the insurer re-
fused to pay the claim saying
the patient was addicted to
smoking, which caused the
disease.

The court said there was
no evidence to prove that

SUDOKU

the patient suffered from
lung cancer due to his addic-
tion to smoking, apart from
the mention of “addiction
smoking” on the treatment
papers, which, it said, can-
not form the basis for the in-
surer to reject the claim. It
also said that people who do
not smoke also suffer from
lung cancer.

The insurance company
had rejected the claim of
393,297 incurred by policy
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holder Alok Kumar Banerjee
on treatment of his “adeno-
carcinoma of lung” or lung
cancer.

Mr. Banerjee’s wife, Smi-
ta, challenged this in the Ah-
medabad Consumer Dispute
Redressal Commission to-
gether with Consumer Edu-
cation and Research Centre.

The court ordered the
company to pay 393,297
with 7% interest from the
date of application.

How beneficial is the new pill to patients with COV

people lived, they had never
seen problems due to a lack
of water. They did not even
know what the pain of life
without water was. They had
water in their houses and
their swimming pools, an
abundance of water,” he said
in his address via
videoconferencing.

The Prime Minister said
the vision of the Jal Jeevan
Mission was a village-driven
and women-driven move-
ment, and its main base was
mass movement and public
participation.

Pointing out that from the
time of Independence till
2019, only three crore house-
holds in the country had ac-
cess to tap water, Mr. Modi
said five crore households
had been given water con-

Panel set up to implement Assam Accord

Special emphasis
is on four clauses
of 1985 pact

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The Assam government on
Saturday set up an eight-
member sub-committee to
examine and prepare a fra-
mework for the implementa-
tion of all clauses of the As-
sam Accord of 1985.

“The Governor of Assam
is pleased to constitute a
sub-committee to examine
and prepare a framework for

nections since the launch of
the Jal Jeevan Mission in
2019. “Today, water is reach-
ing every household in about
1.25 lakh villages in about 80
districts of the country. In
the aspirational districts, the
number of tap connections
had increased from 31 lakh
to 1.16 crore,” he said.

The Prime Minister also
launched the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion app for improving
awareness among stakehol-
ders and for greater transpa-
rency and accountability of
schemes under the mission.

He also launched the
Rashtriya Jal Jeevan Kosh,
where any individual, insti-
tution or philanthropist, be
it in India or abroad, could
contribute to help provide
tap water connections.

implementation of all claus-
es of Assam Accord in gener-
al with special emphasis on
Clause 6 [high-level commit-
tee report], Clause 7, Clause
9 and Clause 10...” a notifica-
tion issued by G.D. Tripathi,
Commissioner-Secretary for
the Implementation of As-
sam Accord Department,
said.

NRC update

The sub-committee has also
been mandated to examine
and prepare a framework for
updating the National Regis-
ter of Citizens, issues of
flood and erosion, rehabili-

strations in several other
places too, responding to the
call given by the Samyukta
Kisan Morcha (SKM), the um-
brella body of farmer unions
leading the protests against
the Centre’s farm laws.

[ got Covishield, I've
survived: UNGA chief

Maldives got shipment in January

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
UNITED NATIONS

The President of the 76th
session of the UN General
Assembly Abdulla Shahid
has said that he received
two doses of the Covishield
vaccine manufactured in In-
dia, as have a “large por-
tion” of other countries
around the world.

“On vaccines, that’s a ve-
ry technical question you
have asked me. I got Covish-
ield from India, I’ve got the
two doses. I don’t know
how many countries would
say that Covishield is accep-
table or not, but a large por-
tion of the countries have
got Covishield,” Mr. Shahid
said at his first press confe-
rence here on October 1. He
was responding to a ques-
tion on recognition of vac-
cines by various countries.
“And I’ve survived. But let
someone else, a medical
person make that call, not
me,” he added with a laugh.

India has exported over
66 million vaccine doses to
nearly 100  countries
through grants, commercial

Abdulla Shahid

shipments and the COVAX
facility. The Maldives, home
country of Mr. Shahid, was
among the first nations to
receive the Indian-made
vaccines in January when
1,00,000 doses of Covish-
ield were dispatched to
Male.

The U.K. initially refused
to recognise Covishield, ma-
nufactured by the Serum In-
stitute of India.

However, following In-
dia’s strong criticism of the
decision, the U.K. on Sep-
tember 22 amended its new
guidelines and included the
vaccine.

Urgent need to stop licences
for new sugar factories: Gadkari

Shift focus to making ethanol from sugar cane: Minister

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE
PUNE

Urging farmers in Maharash-
tra and other parts of the
country to focus on produc-
ing ethanol from sugar cane
juice instead of sugar, Union
Minister of Road Transport
and Highways and senior
BJP leader Nitin Gadkari on
Saturday said there was a
pressing need to stop issuing
fresh licences to set up sugar
factories in the State and el-
sewhere.

Mr. Gadkari was speaking
during the inauguration of a
slew of road projects in Ah-
mednagar district, where he
shared the dais with Nation-
alist Congress Party (NCP)

tation of martyrs’ families
and victims of Assam Agita-
tion besides the potential of
the State’s all-round deve-
lopment.

The members of the sub-
committee are Ministers
Atul Bora, Pijush Hazarika
and Ajanta Neog, All Assam
Students’ Union (AASU) pre-
sident Dipanka Kumar Nath,
its general secretary Sankar
Jyoti Baruah and AASU advi-
sors Samujjal Bhattacharya,
Prakash Das and Uddip Jyoti
Gogoi. Sujata Suchibrata,
Deputy Secretary in the Im-
plementation of Assam Ac-
cord Department, will be the

Nitin Gadkari

chief Sharad Pawar.
Expressing concern over
the sugar surplus and the
possible detrimental effects
it could have on the rural
economy, Mr. Gadkari said:
“Sugar producing is a loss-
making enterprise today. If

convener of the sub-commit-
tee that will submit its report
within three months for
further course of action.

The Clause 6 of the Ac-
cord pertains to the consti-
tutional, legislative and ad-
ministrative safeguards to
“protect, preserve and pro-
mote the cultural, social, lin-
guistic identity and heritage
of the Assamese people”.

The Accord was signed
between the Rajiv Gandhi
government at the Centre
and the AASU leadership to
signal the end of the six-year
Assam Agitation for driving
out “illegal immigrants”.

the economic cycle goes in
reverse gear, then farmers
will not get any money for
their produce, banks will
crash and sugar factories
will shut... Hence, the focus
should be converting sugar-
cane juice to ethanol. The
government is ready to buy
ethanol, which is a green
fuel. In this way, all petrol
vehicles will run on ethanol
in the future and the farmer,
too, will be able to make mo-
ney.”

He said if farmers convert-
ed to producing ethanol,
then the imports would
greatly reduce from the 12
lakh crore to an estimated 35
lakh crore.

Gunmen kill
civilian in
Srinagar

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR

Unknown gunmen shot
dead a civilian and injured
another in two separate in-
cidents in Srinagar on Sa-
turday. The first incident
took place around 5:30
p.m. in Karan Nagar when
a gunman opened fire at
Majid Ahmad Gojri. He
died in hospital. In the se-
cond incident, Mohammad
Shafi Dar was shot in Bata-
maloo. He is being treated
in a hospital nearby.
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Molnupiravir showed ‘consistent efficacy’ across viral variants Gamma, Delta and Mu in those with mild or moderate disease

JACOB KOSHY

Why is there much
excitement about
molnupiravir, the
investigational new drug for
COVID-19?

Pharmaceutical major Merck
and Ridgeback Biotherapeut-
ics announced in a press re-
lease on Friday that the early
results from Phase 3 trials
that its anti-viral drug molnu-
piravir halved the chances of
hospitalisation in COVID-19
patients with mild or moder-
ate disease.

Placebo trials involve test-
ing a drug on thousands of
people, in which some of
them get the drug and some
—who are in a placebo group
— do not.

In the placebo arm, 53 pa-
tients (14%) were either hos-
pitalised or had died, whe-
reas in the group that got the
drug, 28 (7.3%) were hospi-
talised or died of the
infection.

After 29 days of monitor-

Ease of use: Unlike other intravenous drugs with similar efficacy,
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Molnupiravir will be available as capsules. =merckaco/arp

ing, no deaths were reported
in patients who received
molnupiravir, compared
with eight deaths in those
who received the placebo.
Several noted clinicians
have said that these are pro-
mising results, and what is
particularly encouraging is
that molnupiravir is a pill,
unlike other drugs with simi-
lar efficacy used in COVID-19
treatment which needs to be
administered intravenously.

Is molnupiravir a
breakthrough for COVID-19
treatment?

While the hospitalisation-
avoidance rates are reassur-
ing, there is still much that is
unknown about molnupira-
vir. Complete Phase 3 trial
data is pending, a publica-
tion in a peer-reviewed med-
ical journal is awaited that
will explain the process of
the trial in the degree of de-
tail that will inspire more

confidence among practi-
tioners and drug authorities
everywhere. The company
will soon be submitting data
to the United States Food
and Drugs Administration
for a review, after which the
drug may be approved for
emergency use authorisation
(EUA). So far, the biggest
strength of the drug is that it
can be administered as pills
as part of a five-day regimen.

EXPLAINER

The drug has so far been
tested only in patients with
mild-to-moderate COVID-19,
had started treatment within
five days of testing positive
and had at least one factor
that increased their risk for
severe disease. These in-
clude obesity, older age
(above 60), diabetes mellitus
and heart disease.

A positive factor is that re-
cruitment for the Phase 3
trial, which originally envis-
aged 1,500 patients for test-
ing the drug’s potency, was

halted early by an indepen-
dent data monitoring com-
mittee because the data ap-
peared so encouraging that it
would be unethical to delay
making the drug more wide-
ly available. The genomes of
the virus present in about
40% of participants were se-
quenced to detect the specif-
ic variant, and molnupiravir
reportedly  demonstrated
“consistent efficacy” across
viral variants Gamma, Delta
and Mu.

How does molnupiravir
work?

The company name for mol-
nupiravir is ‘EIDD 2807, the
‘E’ indicating it was deve-
loped at Emory University.
Antiviral drugs, including
the much-in-demand remde-
sivir, work by inhibiting the
process by which the virus
replicates. In the case of mol-
nupiravir, when tested on
cultured cells, it works by al-
tering critical enzymes that
are necessary for the virus to

»

begin replicating in the bo-
dy’s host cells.

What are the next steps for
the drug?

Presumably on the back of
encouraging data from
Phase-1 and -2 trials, Merck
has reportedly begun pro-
duction of the drug in large
numbers. It said it expected
to produce 10 million cours-
es of treatment by the end of
2021, with more doses ex-
pected to be produced in
2022.

Earlier this year, Merck
entered into a procurement
agreement with the U.S. go-
vernment to supply approxi-
mately 1.7 million courses of
molnupiravir, upon EUA or
approval from the U.S. FDA.

The New York Times re-
ports that a course of treat-
ment for the drug could cost
$700 (about ¥50,000). This
is cheaper than the monoclo-
nal antibody therapy, which
while being more effective, is
a more involved treatment.
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Angry Taiwan slams China’s ‘aggression’

It scrambled aircraft in response to a
record incursion by 38 Chinese jets

ANANTH KRISHNAN

Taiwan on Saturday hit out at
China’s “military aggres-
sion” and said it had scram-
bled aircraft in response to a
record incursion by 38 Chi-
nese aircraft in two waves on
Friday.

Reports on Friday had in-
itially said China’s military
had sent 25 aircraft, coincid-
ing with China’s October 1
National Day, towards Tai-
wan. Taiwan’s Defence Mi-
nistry said on Saturday a
further 13 aircraft, in a se-
cond wave, had also entered
the Air Defence Identifica-
tion Zone.

The first incursion includ-
ed 18 J-16s, four Su-30s, two
nuclear H-6 bombers and
one anti-submarine aircraft.
The later incursion had 10
J-16s, 2 H-6s and an early
warning aircraft. The Minis-
try said another incursion
was reported on Saturday of

20 aircraft. Taiwan Premier
Su Tseng-chang was quoted
as saying by Reuters that Chi-
na had been “wantonly en-
gaged in military aggression,
damaging regional peace”.
The incursions on Friday
and Saturday followed China
on September 23 sending 19
aircraft into the ADIZ.

China’s signalling

Beijing has in the past used
its air force incursions as a
form of signalling. The Sep-
tember 23 incident coincid-
ed with Taiwan saying it had
submitted an application to
join the 1l-nation CPTPP
(Comprehensive and Pro-
gressive  Agreement for
Trans-Pacific  Partnership)
trade deal, days after China
said it had formally applied
to join the Pacific pact. Beij-
ing previously also dis-
patched fighters to coincide
with visits of U.S. diplomats
to Taiwan.

Making a point: The latest show of force by China came ahead
of Taiwan's National Day on October 10. =FiLE PHOTO

The latest show of force
came on China’s National
Day and ahead of the Octob-
er 10 National Day to be cele-
brated by Taiwan, and was
aimed at sending a message
to both Taipei and Washing-
ton. China views Taiwan as
its province, although both
have been ruled separately
since the end of the Chinese
Civil War in 1949 when the

Kuomintang (KMT) fled to
the island.

Tensions across the straits
have been growing with Beij-
ing accusing the ruling De-
mocratic Progressive Party
(DPP) and President Tsai Ing-
wen, who was re-elected for
a second term last year, of
pursuing “independence”.
Prior to the DPP coming to
power in 2016, tensions had

cooled under the KMT’s Ma
Ying-Jeou, who held a land-
mark meeting with Chinese
President Xi Jinping in 2015
and backed an economic
cooperation agreement that
was signed in 2010.

Beijing has increasingly
sought to push back against
Taiwan’s presence in inter-
national bodies and to wean
away the few remaining
countries that continue to
maintain diplomatic ties
with Taiwan. It has also
sought to respond strongly
to any moves it sees from
Washington, such as the pre-
sence of U.S. vessels in the
straits, with Taiwan one of
the key issues that China and
the U.S. have been clashing
over.

The Chinese Foreign Mi-
nistry last month strongly hit
out at Taiwan's application to
join the CPTPP. “There is on-
ly one China in the world,”
spokesperson Zhao Lijian
said, “and Taiwan is an in-
alienable part of China's ter-
ritory."

Philippine President Duterte
announces retirement

His daughter is likely to contest the country’s highest office

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MANILA

Philippine President Rodri-
go Duterte said on Saturday
that he will not run for vice
president in 2022 and will
retire from politics, poten-
tially paving the way for his
daughter to contest the
country's highest office.

Mr. Duterte, who polls
show remains almost as pop-
ular as when he was swept to
victory in 2016 on a promise
to rid the country of drugs,
is constitutionally barred
from seeking a second term
as leader.

“The  overwhelming...
sentiment of the Filipinos is
that T am not qualified and it
would be a violation of the
constitution to circumvent
the law, the spirit of the con-
stitution” to run for the vice
presidency, Mr. Duterte, 76,
said.

e

New reign: Rodrigo Duterte, left, and Christopher "Bong" Go,
who will be running for vice-president, on Saturday. =ap

“Today I announce my re-
tirement from politics.”

The authoritarian fire-
brand declared in August he
would contest the country’s
second-highest office in the
May election —a move critics
said was motivated by fear
that he could face criminal
charges after leaving office.

But a recent poll showed
Mr. Duterte well back in se-
cond place among preferred

vice presidents.

A survey by Social Weath-
er Stations showed 60% of
Filipinos did not think Mr.
Duterte's run for the vice
presidency was in the spirit
of the constitution.

Mr. Duterte made the sur-
prise announcement at the
venue where he was expect-
ed to register his candidacy.
He did not specify when he
would leave politics.

China launches investigation  Qataris vote in first polls to Shura Council
into former Justice Minister

He is probed for ‘violations of discipline and national laws’

REUTERS
BEIJING

China’s top anti-corruption
watchdog said on Saturday it
is investigating a former Jus-
tice Minister, Fu Zhenghua,
the latest high-ranking dom-
estic security official to be
brought before the authori-
ties in a broad crackdown.

The Central Commission
for Discipline Inspection
said it suspected Mr. Fu of
“serious violations of disci-
pline and national laws”, in a
statement that offered no
other details about the
investigation.

President Xi Jinping start-
ed a campaign of purges of
China's domestic security
apparatus last year, seeking
to ensure police, prosecu-
tors and judges are “abso-
lutely loyal, absolutely pure

Fu Zhenghua

and absolutely reliable”.

Mr. Fu, 66, was deputy
head of the Ministry of Pu-
blic Security before becom-
ing Justice Minister in 2018.

He led a number of high-
profile investigations and
crackdowns, including a
probe into former security
czar Zhou Yongkang, who
was found guilty of

corruption.

Since 2015, he headed an
office dedicated to the sup-
pression of what the ruling
Communist Party calls “evil
cults”, including the banned
spiritual movement Falun
Gong.

Mr. Fu’s self-described
“heavy fist” approach to law
enforcement had won him
plaudits from Chinese state
media, which has previously
said his campaigns helped
clean up Chinese society
and tackle graft.

The anti-graft watchdog
also said on Thursday that
Sun Lijun, a former deputy
head of the Ministry of Pu-
blic Security, was expelled
from the party and his post
for “serious violations of
party discipline and national
laws”.

Results won't have a bearing on the ruling family with govt. dubbing the process as an ‘ experiment’
_ -

REUTERS

DOHA

Qataris voted on Saturday in
the Gulf Arab state’s first
elections for two-thirds of
the advisory Shura Council,
a process that has stirred
domestic debate about elec-
toral inclusion and
citizenship.

Turnout for the election
of 30 members of the 45-seat
body was 44%, the elections’
Supervisory Committee
said. The ruling emir will
continue to appoint the re-
maining 15 Council
members.

The Council will have le-
gislative authority and ap-
prove general state policies
and the budget, but has no
say in the setting of defence,
security, economic and in-
vestment policy for the small
but wealthy gas producer,
which bans political parties.

“With the chance to vote,

New avenues: A Qatari at a polling station in Doha, on
Saturday, during the country's first ever legislative vote. =arp

I feel this is a new chapter,”
Munira, who writes chil-
dren’s books and asked to be
identified by only one name,
told Reuters. “I'm really hap-
py about the number of wo-
men standing as
candidates.”

Government lists showed
26 women among 233 candi-
dates across 30 districts in
the country, which has for

Khashoggi widow urges U.S. to hold Saudis accountable

She questions Biden's commitment to the cause after his NSA met with the Saudi Crown Prince

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON
Saudi dissident Jamal Khash-
oggi's widow on Friday ques-
tioned U.S. President Joe Bi-
den's commitment to hold
the kingdom accountable
three years after the writer's
brutal murder.

Marking the anniversary,
Hatice Cengiz traveled to
Washington for a demonstra-

ELSEWHERE

Trump seeks restoration
of his Twitter account
FLORIDA

Former U.S. President Donald
Trump asked a federal judge
in Florida on Friday to ask
Twitter to restore his
account, which the company
removed in January citing a
risk of incitement of violence.
Mr. Trump filed a request for
preliminary injunction against
Twitter in the U.S. District
Court of Florida, arguing the
company was “coerced" by
members of the U.S.
Congress to suspend his
account. REUTERS

IS behind Sikh man's
death in Pakistan
ISLAMABAD

The Islamic State group has
claimed responsibility for
killing a member of Pakistan's
minority Sikh community
earlier in the week in
Peshawar. An IS statement
issued late on Friday
described Satnam Singh, 45,
as "polytheist” and said he
was shot dead by IS members.
The extremist group has
claimed a number of attacks
on security forces, mosques,
political rallies and religious
minorities in recent years. ap
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tion outside the Saudi em-
bassy and an evening vigil
near the U.S. Capitol where
she unveiled a portrait of
Khashoggi made out of new-
spaper columns.

She voiced dismay that
days ahead of the anniver-
sary, Mr. Biden’s national se-
curity advisor, Jake Sullivan,
met with Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman who

Joe Biden promises to see
through the spending Bills

We are going to get this done, says the U.S. President

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Joe Biden
vowed on Friday to get his
sweeping domestic agenda
over the line as he visited the
U.S. Congress to energise
Democrats negotiating for a
second day on the twin
make-or-break  spending
Bills that could define his le-
gacy — or spell crippling pol-
itical failure.

“I'm telling you, we’re go-
ing to get this done,” he told
reporters after meeting with
House Democrats who are
deeply divided on a spend-
ing spree that Mr. Biden says
would restore America’s bat-
tered middle class.

“It doesn’t matter when.
It doesn't matter whether it’s
in six minutes, six days or six
weeks, we’re gonna get it
done,” he said.

The unusual presidential
visit follows weeks of trips
by party leaders in the other
direction to the White House
as Mr. Biden tries to get the
two ambitious spending
plans passed into law.

One would funnel $1.2 tril-
lion into repairing infras-
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U.S. intelligence says or-
dered the killing.

“Is this what the accounta-
bility that Mr. Biden pro-
mised looks like?” she asked
at the candlelight vigil organ-
ised by rights groups.

“MBS took Jamal from me
and the entire world. Will
you hold him accountable or
will you reward these mur-
derers?” she said, referring

Joe Biden

tructure and the other
would allocate even more
for education, child care,
and promoting clean energy.

“These are his proposals.
These are his bold ideas,”
Mr. Biden’s press secretary
Jen Psaki told reporters.

“This is his plan that he's
outlined: to not just rebuild
our roads, our railways and
bridges, and put millions of
people back to work, but al-
so to make child care, elder
care, (pre-school schemes)
more cost effective, to ad-
dress the climate crisis. And
he wants to make the case
directly to members.”

Mr. Biden’s political lega-
cy is at stake and so proba-

to the 36-year-old heir appa-
rent by his initials.

Khashoggi, a prominent
Saudi who lived in self-exile
in the United States, wrote
critically about MBS in co-
lumns in The Washington
Post.

Also addressing the even-
ing vigil was the sister of Ab-
dulrahman al-Sadhan, a Red
Crescent aid worker who

was arrested in 2018 and ear-
lier this year was handed a
20-year sentence after criti-
cising the Saudi leadership
through an anonymous Twit-
ter account.

She said she was hopeful
the new U.S. administra-
tion's pressure would win

several years held municipal
polls.

‘Symbolic act’
Men and women voted in
separate sections.

Ahead of closing, a large
crowd cast their ballots in a
marquee in the outskirts of
the capital Doha, including
members of a main tribe,
some of whose members

Killers of refugee leader
to be brought to justice
DHAKA

Bangladesh's Foreign Minister
vowed “stern action" on
Saturday against the killers of
Rohingya refugee leader
Mohib Ullah as calls grew to
investigate his shooting.
Mohib Ullah, who was in his
late 40s, was killed by
unknown gunmen in a camp
in Cox's Bazar on Wednesday
night. He led one of the
largest community groups to
emerge since more than

had protested over narrow
voting eligibility.

The vote indicates the rul-
ing al-Thani family is “taking
seriously the idea of symbol-
ically sharing power, but also
effectively sharing power in-
stitutionally with other Qata-
ri tribal groups,” said Allen
Fromherz, director of Geor-
gia State University's Middle
East Studies Center.

The election, approved in
a 2003 constitutional refe-
rendum, comes ahead of Do-
ha hosting the World Cup
soccer tournament next
year.

Qatar's Deputy Prime Mi-
nister and Foreign Minister,
Sheikh Mohammed bin Ab-
dulrahman al-Thani, last
month described the vote as
anew “experiment” and said
the Council cannot be ex-
pected from the first year to
have the “full role of any
parliament”.

The huge number of fo-
reign workers in Qatar
means nationals make up
only 10% of the population
of 2.8 million.

Even then, not all Qataris
are eligible to vote.

Ineligible voters
The polls have stirred tribal
sensitivities after some mem-
bers of a main tribe were in-
eligible to vote under a law
restricting voting to Qataris
whose family was present in
the country before 1930.
Human Rights Watch has
said thousands of Qataris are
excluded from voting. The
organisation said Qatar ar-
rested about 15 demonstra-
tors and critics of the electo-
ral law during the protests.
The Foreign Minister has
said there is a “clear pro-
cess” for the electoral law to
be reviewed by the next Shu-
ra Council.

U.S. surpasses 700,000 COVID
deaths: Johns Hopkins varsity

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

U.S. fatalities from COVID-19
surpassed 7,00,000 on Fri-
day, according Johns Hop-
kins University, a toll rough-
ly equivalent to the

population of the nation’s
capital Washington. The
grim threshold comes with
an average of over 1,000 dy-
ing each day, in a country
where 55.7% of the popula-
tion is now fully vaccinated.

her brother's release but that
changed after Mr. Biden let
MBS “off the hook.”

7,30,000 Rohingya Muslims
fled Myanmar after a military
crackdown in 2017. ReuTeRrs

bly are the Democrats’
chances of keeping control
of Congress in midterm elec-
tions next year.

However, on Thursday, a
game of chicken between
moderate Democrats and
more leftwing members ov-
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ADMISSION TO Ph. D. PROGRAMME - JANUARY 2022

Applications are invited for admission to
Ph.D. programme for January 2022 session
and Anna Centenary Research Fellowship of
this University. The details such as eligibility,
fee and other information are available at
https://cfr.annauniv.edu from 06.10.2021 to
27.10.2021.

Candidates have to apply online through
the above link. Last date for online submission
of filled-in applications is 27.10.2021 upto
5.30 p.m. For further details please refer the
above website.
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er the Bills ended in stale-
mate.

Their razor-thin majority
in Congress means that even
a few defections could pre-
vent votes from succeeding.

The impasse on the De-
mocratic side is rooted in
political differences over
how much the government
should spend, but also on
the sheer lack of trust bet-
ween competing factions.

Ms. Psaki said the admi-
nistration's outreach to con-
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Advt. No.: ISERB/DOAA/2021/02 October 03, 2021
Admission for Academic Year 2021-22

Applications are invited for admission into Ph.D. programme for the semester

commencing from January 2022

Ph.D. Programme

Disciplines : Biological Sciences, Chemical Engineering, Chemistry, Data
Science and Engineering, Earth and Environmental Sciences, Electrical
Engineering & Computer Science, Humanities and Social Sciences (English and
Philosophy) and Physics.

Details of qualification, eligibility, application form and application procedure are
available on https://www.iiserb.ac.in/doaa/phd-admission

Last Date for Submissi f icati
(Updates, if

gressional Democrats and
their staff had included at
least 300 phone calls or
meetings since September 1.

During the 2020 cam-
paign Mr. Biden repeatedly
touted his dealmaking chops
— established during his four
decades as a senator — but
he has made the journey up
to Capitol Hill only rarely as
President.
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ICMR - NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EPIDEMIOLOGY

( Indian Council of Medical Research )
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Applications are invited from medical graduates for admission
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Systems) —2year programme of Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute
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Coral microbiome
Bacteria, fungi and viruses
that comprise the microbiome
of corals may play a role in the
ability of corals to resist global
warming and avoid bleaching,
according to a new study by
Penn State researchers. This
study, published in Nature
Communications, observed
three species of corals: the
shallow water starlet coral,
shown in the picture, the
knobbly brain coral and the
mountainous star coral.

Whisker tales

A new study by researchers
from the University of Exeter,
U.K., finds, by examining cats'
whiskers that most of their
food (about 96%) came from
what is provided at home and
only 3%-4% came from
hunting wild animals. This
involved clipping off the
whiskers and studying them
for proportion of stable
isotopes. The study indicates
that it is predatory instinct
rather than hunger which
drives cats to hunt.

On vaccines for pre-teens, when severe disease is rare

R. PRASAD

Pfizer has submitted to the FDA
Phase 2/3 trial data of mRNA vac-
cine on children 5-11 years for in-
itial review. A formal submission
to request for emergency use auth-
orisation is expected in the coming
weeks.

On September 20, Pfizer re-
leased details of the trial that
showed the vaccine was safe and
generated a “robust” antibody res-
ponse in young children. Going by
past experience, the FDA might
greenlight the vaccine for young
children in a matter of weeks. The
company expects to submit data of
children 2-4 years and 6 months
to 1 year by the end of the year.

In an email, Dr. Gagandeep
Kang, Professor of Microbiology
at CMC Vellore, and Dr. Chan-
drakant Lahariya, physician-
epidemiologist, discuss whether
young children should be vacci-
nated and if that would further ex-
acerbate vaccine inequity
globally.

Considering that children below
11 years rarely suffer from severe
disease and death, is it necessary
to vaccinate young children?

Gagandeep Kang (GK): All deci-
sions about children needing to be
vaccinated are based on assess-
ment of risk and benefit. Here,
when making decisions for public
health, we also need to separate
the benefits of vaccination against
disease and against infection. If
the risk from disease is low, then
the risks of side-effects of vaccina-
tion need to be evaluated against

ing a few cases. When we come to
protection afforded by vaccines
against infection, we need to un-
derstand whether infected chil-
dren are a source of infection for
the community. If children trans-
mit infections, without themselves
having severe disease, there may
still be a benefit in vaccination.
However, decisions need to be
based on evidence, and as with
other infectious diseases, trans-
mission by children may be de-
pendent on the amount of virus
circulating in the community as
well as the prior exposure of the
community, and this will vary by
geography.

Chandrakant Lahariya (CL):
Conducting clinical trials of CO-
VID-19 vaccines in all age groups
that are affected by the pathogen/
disease is a standard process. Ho-
wever, the licensing and availabili-
ty of an effective vaccine does not
mean we need to find an arm to
administer it. At present, there is
not enough evidence to prioritise
all children in 12-17 years over the
vaccination of adults.

Is it safe to vaccinate young
children considering the small
risk of myocarditis (inflammation
of heart muscle) and pericarditis
(inflammation of the outer lining
of the heart) seen in adolescents
and young adults after the second
dose of the mRNA vaccine?

GK: Myocarditis and pericarditis
have been reported after the
mRNA vaccines, particularly in
young males. These are not com-
mon side-effects, and as with ev-

COVID-19
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Deeper look: More than safety, smaller trials in children examine
immunogenicity, dose response and reactogenicity to various doses, says

Chandrakant Lahariya =GeTTy ImAGEs

lance the small risk and the
potential benefit.

The data provided by Pfizer are
likely to be sufficient for approval.
It is for public health authorities to
decide whether they want to intro-
duce vaccination into national im-
munisation programmes. Even if
public health authorities in a
country decide not to introduce
the vaccine, it is possible that pa-
rents may decide, with the advice
of their doctors, that they want to
achieve protection for their chil-
dren. In that case, would we want
to override the decisions of pa-
rents for their children?

Is the trial carried out on just
2,268 participants aged 5-11 years
sufficient to understand the
safety profile of the vaccine?

GK: Yes, that is sufficient informa-
tion for approval. Usually, safety
assessments are carried out in a

much wider age range. We already
have data for older children and
adults. The vaccines are generally
safe as no strong signals have been
detected in the trials. The small
risk of viral myocarditis was iden-
tified in adults and adolescents af-
ter the mRNA vaccine was widely
used, indicating that in the coun-
tries that are reporting the data,
there is effective monitoring of ad-
verse events following immunisa-
tion. Understanding the level of
risk is important for all decisions
regarding introduction and conti-
nued use of vaccines. If decisions
are made to introduce vaccines in
young children, post-introduction
monitoring for safety will need to
continue as for all other vaccines.
CL: The information on the sa-
fety of vaccines is generated from
the data of all trial participants.
The subgroup provides an indica-
tion on safety profile. However,
more than safety, the smaller trials

icity (whether vaccines are gener-
ating immune response); dose res-
ponse (what dose of vaccine
generates comparable immune
response) and reactogenicity to
various doses. What we need to re-
member is that trials are designed
to identify common adverse
events. However, rare adverse
events which happen at a frequen-
cy lower than one in trial size can
only be identified after roll-out of
vaccines. That’s why the post-mar-
keting surveillance (after vaccine
roll-out) and stronger AEFI report-
ing systems are very relevant.

Unlike 30 microgram dosage
given to adults, is reducing the
dosage of vaccines to 10
microgram in children 5-11 years
likely to make the vaccine safer?

GK: When there is a side-effect of
a vaccine, it does not always de-
pend on the amount of active in-
gredients in the vaccine. It could
also depend just on the presence
or absence of one of the ingre-
dients and how the vaccinated
person responds to it. If there was
a dose response, as in a higher
dose carries a higher risk, then it is
possible that there would be a low-
er risk in young children or with a
lower dose. However, we do not
know that at this time.

CL: The rare systemic adverse
events, such as viral myocarditis,
are not dose-dependent. The pur-
pose of reduced dose is to achieve
a similar level of immune response
and reduce or minimise local reac-
tions, which sometimes are re-
ported at higher frequency in chil-

immune response can be achieved
with a lower dose of the vaccine,
more children can be vaccinated.

Director of National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases
(NIAID) Dr. Anthony Fauci was
quoted as saying that he expects
approval from the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) ina
few weeks and vaccination of
young children might begin by
the end of October. After booster
shots for certain categories of
adults, does vaccination of young
children further impact the
supply of precious vaccines to
low- and middle-income
countries and thus further
exacerbate vaccine inequity?

GK: Yes, vaccinating children at a
time when vulnerable people in
other parts of the world have not
been vaccinated is a problem for
global vaccine equity. However, all
countries make their decisions for
the benefit of their citizens first,
and then think about the rest of
the world.

CL: Every country is free to de-
termine what criteria it wishes to
adopt to vaccinate different sets of
population groups. The vaccina-
tion decisions are based upon the
burden of disease, safety and effi-
cacy of vaccines and availability of
supply. All of these are considered
together.

If a country gives importance to
availability of supply of vaccines to
administer to additional popula-
tion groups, it has the right to do
so, but then, in doing so, it fails in
ethical and moral principles of

the potential benefits of prevent-

Question Corner

Tougher than it
looks

How can glass be made
tougher for diverse
applications?

Inspired by the inner
layer of mollusc shells,
scientists at McGill
University, Canada, have
developed stronger and
tougher glass (Science).
The material does not
shatter on impact and
has the resiliency of
plastic. Potential uses
could be to improve cell
phone screens in the
future.

The researchers
combined and
centrifuged glass flakes
with poly(methyl
methacrylate) (PMMA) to
make a transparent
composite. A transparent
composite was created
by doping the glass flakes
to alter the refractive

index of PMMA to
increase the optical
clarity and make it at par
with glass. The new
material is not only three
times stronger than the
normal glass, but also
more than five times
more fracture-resistant,
says the university press
release. The fabrication
method is robust and
scalable, and the
composite may prove to
be a glass alternative in
diverse applications, the
release adds.

The scientists created
the new glass and acrylic
composite material that
mimics nacre or mother
of pearl. Nacre has the
rigidity of a stiff material
and durability of a soft
material as it is made of
stiff pieces of chalk-like
matter that are layered
with soft proteins that
are highly elastic.

The researchers
mimicked the
architecture of nacre by
using layers of glass
flakes and acrylic.

Readers may send their
questions / answers to
questioncorner@thehindu.co.in

Universities are key in educating the young

While Central universities are doing
well, few State universities stand out
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D. BALASUBRAMANIAN

While we have highlighted
the importance of introduc-
ing humanities and social
sciences in the IITs, the roles
that universities and colleges
play in educating their
youngsters need to be point-
ed out. During the British co-
lonial rule, while on one
hand they charged exorbi-
tant amounts as taxes for
their revenue, there were
some academicians too, who
set up colleges and universi-
ties in the Bombay, Madras
and Bengal Presidencies. In
Bombay, they set up a regu-
lar academic college, and
medical and law colleges. In
Madras, they set up the Ma-
dras Presidency College in
1840, and in Bengal the Cal-
cutta Presidency College in
1817.

All these offered quality
and contemporary educa-
tion. In addition, Christian
missionaries also started
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some colleges in Delhi, undi-
vided Punjab, Madras and
Assam. Notable among these
is the Christian Medical Col-
lege at Vellore, which conti-
nues to offer world-class clin-
ical practice and research to
this day.

Royal initiatives

Quite besides these are the
schools and colleges started
by the Maharajas and Prince-
ly State Kings across India,
particularly in the South.
They have been the bedrock
of imparting knowledge and
wisdom, history, geography,
and religions, over the last
century. They have pro-
duced scholars, historians,
writers and poets, civil ser-
vants, judges, chief minis-
ters, governors and Presi-
dents of India, and also M.S.
Swaminathan of the Green
Revolution and M. Visvesva-
raya, the famous dam buil-
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A tiny plant that can ‘digest’ low density plastic sheets

From the murky waters of a lake in Chennai, researchers isolated an alga that breaks down low density polyethylene

SHUBASHREE DESIKAN

Researchers from University
of Madras and Presidency
College, Chennai, have iso-
lated an alga species that
shows promise as an agent of
biodegradation of plastic
sheets. It is a preliminary
study that has been pu-
blished in Scientific Reports
and needs further research
and development before it
can be translated to the
industry.

According to the Central
Pollution Control Board’s an-
nual report for the year 2011-
12, the plastic waste generat-
ed in a year amounted to 5.6
million metric tonnes. Only
60% of the plastic used in In-
dia was collected and recy-
cled. The metros alone con-
tributed some 21.2% of the
total waste, led by Delhi, fol-
lowed by Chennai, Kolkata
and Mumbai.

The usual means of dispo-
sal of plastic waste involves
incineration, land-filling and
recycling. These methods
have limitations and also so-
metimes produce side-ef-
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fects that are hazardous to
the environment. Hence, re-
searchers are on the lookout
for biodegradation methods
that are safe and environ-
ment friendly. It is in this
context that the present stu-
dy gains importance.

Common alga, epiphyte
In earlier studies, species of
bacteria that degrade plastic
have been studied. In the
present study, this role is
played by the microalga Uro-
nema africanum Borge. This
is a species of microalgae
that is commonly found in
Africa, Asia and Europe. In
Rangoon, Burma, it was not-
ed to be an epiphyte, attach-
ing itself to other algae and
plants.

Sanniyasi Elumalai, Pro-
fessor in the Department of
Biotechnology, University of
Madras, and his graduate
students Preethy P. Raj and
Dinesh Kumar Gunasekar,
along with post-doctoral fel-
low Rajesh Kanna Gopal
from Presidency College,
came upon a plastic bag
which was colonised by, as

Exemplary institution: In recent times, 11Sc, Bengaluru, has
become world-famous for its achievements in computer
science and software technology. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

der, and also the Nobel Prize
winners (C.V. Raman, S
Chandrasekhar and most re-
cently Venky Ramakrishnan
who is an alumnus of the
century-old M.S. University
Vadodara).

Outstanding institution

One outstanding institution
founded in 1909 at Bangalore
through the joint efforts of
J.N. Tata and the Maharaja of
Mysore is the Indian Institute
of Science (IISc), which has
been spearheading research
in science and technology
from the very beginning.
Outstanding research in ge-
netics, molecular and cell
biology, and protein struc-
ture and function has been

going on from the very begin-
ning. In recent times, IISc
has become world-famous
for its achievements in com-
puter science and software
technology. Thanks to the se-
ries of books on this subject
by Dr. V. Rajaraman (which
has been the Bible for thou-
sands of students) and the in-
vestment by Shri. N.R. Na-
rayanamurthy, who founded
Infosys Foundation, India
has become a world-leader
in software. They have made
many graduates from IITs
and universities to turn to
this area and flock to Silicon
Valley in California for jobs,
and do very well there.
Moving on to two Central
Universities at Delhi, namely,
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Useful plant: An alga variety - Uronema africanum Borge -
commonly found in Asia, Europe and Africa, seen under the
light microscope. =saANNIYASI ELUMALAI

they came to know later
through study, three species
of microalgae.

“We collected a polyethy-
lene carry bag colonised by
green, luxuriously grown
photosynthetic microalgae
and samples of water,” says
Prof. Elumalai. “Viewing the
collected polyethylene sam-
ple under a light microscope
showed that it was colonised
by microalgae... Abrasions
were seen on the surface of
the polyethylene sheet at dif-

c One outstanding

institution founded
in 1909 at Bangalore
through the efforts of J.N.
Tata and the Maharaja of
Mysore is the Indian
Institute of Science which
has been spearheading
research in science and
technology.

Delhi University with its
North and South campuses,
and Jawaharlal Nehru Un-
iversity or JNU, we find quite
notably that apart from their
proven expertise in the areas
of economics, humanities
and social sciences, they
have been doing remarkably
well in science and biotech-
nology. The North Campus
has been a forerunner in bo-
tany and plant sciences, and
the South Campus in medical
and biotechnology. And JNU,
apart from its distinction in
economics (Prof. Utsa Pat-
naik, who estimated how the
British Empire impoverished
India by 500 trillion dollars
to become the richest Em-
pire in the world), has also an
active genetics and biotech-
nology group (Prof. Anand
Ranganathan) that works on
TB and Malaria, thus protect-
ing us from these diseases.
But, alas, none of the 400+

ferent magnifications.”

Showed potential
The samples were collected
at the Kallukuttai lake area
near Taramani railway sta-
tion, in Chennai. When they
did a closer examination of
the microalgal growth, they
found one species, Uronema
africanum Borge, showed
potential to degrade plastic.
They first had to identify
which species the alga be-
longed to, and in this they

State universities successful-
ly stand out in their achieve-
ments - be it in language and
literature, economics, tech-
nology and its use. The lone
exception may be Punjab Un-
iversity which has come to
the service of the community
through its excellent rice
production, successful fight
against swarms of locusts,
and also in the history of the
Punjabi language. We have
already referred to the work
being done at the Jadavpur
and Presidency Universities
at Kolkata, and also the Os-
mania University at Hydera-
bad, in certain areas of
science and technology, be-
sides language, literature
and economics should be
mentioned.

Private universities
Recently, several non-profit
private universities have
been started and are doing
excellent service in software
sciences (Azim Premji Un-
iversity), genetics, molecular
biology and virology, sociol-
ogy and history (Ashoka Un-
iversity), and SRM University
in Chennai and Amaravati.
May there be more such priv-
ate and non-governmental
universities!

dbala@lvpei.org

c When the collected
polyethylene
sample was viewed under
alight microscope the
researchers saw it was
colonised by microalgae.

were helped by Dr. B. Babu
of Madras Christian College,
Chennai, whom they ack-
nowledge in the paper.

In the experiments, they
tested the microalga on low-
density polyethylene, in
sheets which are highly re-
sistant to degradation, into
simpler molecules. “We saw
that the isolated algae Uro-
nema africanum produced
enzymes, hormones, and
some polysaccharides which
slowly degrade [the sheets],
and the structural integrity
of the polymer [breaks
down] and it disintegrates
into monomers,” says Prof.
Elumalai.

After incubation of the al-
gae in the polyethylene sheet
for thirty days, they noticed
under the microscope that
there were aberrations,
grooves, ridges and furrows

in the material of the sheets.
Following it up with gas
chromatography and mass
spectrum analysis, they
found that there was a huge
difference in the composi-
tion of supernatant fluids of
controls and experimental
sample.

Breaking down plastic
“The microalgae produce
different kinds of extra cellu-
lar polysaccharides, en-
zymes, toxins such as cyano-
toxins, hormones which
react with the polymer
sheets (polymer bonds) and
break them up into the sim-
pler monomers which will
not have harmful effect in
the atmosphere,” says Prof
Elumalai.

In their analysis, the re-
searchers used the facilities
of Central Leather Research
Institute, Chennai, and Vel-
lore Institute of Technology,
Vellore.

The researchers are plan-
ning to collaborate with in-
dustry to take up this tech-
nology in to a pilot scale and
finally large-scale study.

IAO Hanle: A promising
astronomical observatory

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

The Indian Astronomical
Observatory (IAO) located at
Hanle near Leh in Ladakh is
becoming one of the global-
ly promising observatory
sites, according to a recent
study.

This is due to its advan-
tages of more clear nights,
minimal light pollution,
background aerosol concen-
tration, extremely dry at-
mospheric condition and
uninterrupted monsoon,
the Department of Science
and Technology said.

The researchers used rea-
nalysis data combined from
assimilation and observa-
tion extending over 41 years,
along with 21 years of data
from satellites. The study
classified the quality of ob-
servable nights for different
astronomical usages like
photometry and spectros-
copy on a daily basis.

Eight observatories

They analysed datasets for
the Indian Astronomical Ob-
servatory (IAO) in Hanle and
Merak (Ladakh), and Devas-
thal (Nainital) in India, Ali
Observatory in the Tibet Au-
tonomous Region in China,
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South African Large Tele-
scope in South Africa, Un-
iversity of Tokyo Atacama
Observatory and Paranal in
Chile, and the National As-
tronomical Observatory in
Mexico.

The research led by Dr.
Shantikumar Singh Ningom-
bam of Indian Institute of
Astrophysics (IIA), Bengalu-
ru, has been published in
the Monthly Notices for
Royal Astronomical Society.

They found Paranal, in
Chile, to be the best site in
terms of clear skies with
around 87% of clear nights
in a year. IAO Hanle, and Ali
observatories, which are lo-
cated around 80 km from
each other, are similar to
each other in terms of clear
night skies.

They found that Devas-
thal has a slightly larger
number of clear nights com-
pared to the other sites in
the subcontinent but are af-
fected by monsoons for
about three months in a
year. However, night obser-
vations at IAO Hanle from
2m-Himalayan Chandra Te-
lescope (HCT) are possible
throughout the year without
any interruption due to
monsoon.
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Orders violated: Firecrackers are not labelled with
information on the person responsible for legal
compliance. =GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

Toxic firecrackers

Why has the Supreme Court
clamped down on manufacturers?
How are chemicals used harmful?

G. ANANTHAKRISHNAN

The story so far: The Supreme Court on September 29,
2021 observed that six major fireworks manufacturers
had violated orders requiring them not to use prohibited
chemicals such as Barium salts and to label the
firecrackers in compliance with the law. In a warning to
the manufacturers, the court felt that it had to take a
balanced view of the production and use of firecrackers,
because so much of it was being burst, and people could
not be allowed to suffer and die from pollution. It
directed the Environment Ministry to serve a copy of an
inquiry report of the CBI, which found violations after
conducting a court-ordered probe. The case has been
posted for October 6.

What did the Supreme Court rule three years ago?

B Three years ago, the court ruled out a full ban on
firecrackers and issued orders stipulating that only
reduced emission and green crackers be allowed, with
tight restrictions on timings when they could be burst.
The latest orders, in continuation of others, relate to a
petition — Arjun Gopal and Others vs Union of India and
Others — filed on behalf of three children in 2015, seeking
measures to mitigate air pollution and asserting their
right to clean air under Article 21 of the Constitution.

What is the controversy?

M Firecrackers use fuel and oxidisers to produce a
combustion reaction, and the resulting explosion
spreads the material in a superheated state. The metal
salts in the explosive mix get ‘excited’ and emit light. In
an explanatory article on ‘The chemistry behind
fireworks’, University of
Pennsylvania inorganic
chemist Eric Schelter says
the interaction between
the firecracker fuel and the
oxidiser releases energy.
Metals in the mix, which
have a varying
arrangement of electrons
in shells outside their
nucleus, produce different
wavelengths of light in this
reaction, generating spectacular colours. Barium
compounds, for example, produce green light and
Strontium and Lithium salts, red. But as many studies
show, the burning of firecrackers is an unusual and peak
source of pollution, made up of particles and gases. One
study in Milan, Italy, quantified the increase in the levels
of several elements in the air in one hour as 120 times for
Strontium, 22 times for Magnesium, 12 times for Barium,
11 times for Potassium and six times for Copper. The
Central Pollution Control Board conducted a study in
Delhi in 2016, and found that the levels of Aluminium,
Barium, Potassium, Sulphur, Iron and Strontium rose
sharply on Deepavali night, from low to extremely high.
For instance, Barium rose from 0.268 microgrammes per
cubic metre to 95.954 mcg/m3. Similar episodic spikes
have been recorded in China and the U.K. Pollution from
firecrackers affects the health of people and animals, and
aggravates the already poor ambient air quality in Indian
cities. This has resulted in litigation calling for a total ban
on firecrackers, and court orders to restrict the type of
chemicals used as well as their volume. Many crackers
also violate legal limits on sound.

The petitioners argue
that of about 2,000
manufacturers, only
120 had the capacity
and inclination to work
with the court to
green the crackers
I

Can green crackers make a difference?

B The Central government says the Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research, through its National
Environmental Engineering Research Institute
(CSIR-NEERI), Nagpur, has come out with firecrackers
that have “reduced emission light and sound” and 30%
less particulate matter using Potassium Nitrate as
oxidant. These crackers are named Safe Water Releaser ,
which minimises Potassium Nitrate and Sulphur use, but
matches the sound intensity of conventional crackers,
Safe Minimal Aluminium , where Aluminium use is low
and Safe Thermite Crackers with low Sulphur and
Potassium Nitrate. These crackers are to be identified
using unique QR codes to guide consumers. The
Supreme Court had also previously ordered that the
Petroleum and Explosives Safety Organisation should
certify the composition of fireworks only after being
assured that they were not made of banned chemicals.

What is the state of the industry?

Bl The petitioners argue that out of about 2,000
manufacturers, only 120 had the capacity and inclination
to work with the court to green the crackers; the
respondents, who are part of an industry that seeks light
regulation because it provides jobs to many, must now
present their case. Evidently, the new cracker
formulations have not had many takers. Firecrackers are
not labelled with information on the person responsible
for legal compliance, as ordered by the court. At the
recent hearing, the Supreme Court Bench of Justices
M.R. Shah and A.S. Bopanna took on record the CBI
report and noted that there had been a “flagrant
violation” of previous orders. It took note of the large
volume of crackers burnt almost every day and felt
inclined to fix responsibility. “If liability is fixed on the
Commissioner of Police, only then can this happen,” it
remarked.
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Why is the government against caste census?

What are the reasons it has cited
for being unable to carry out
the exercise? How have those
demanding a count reacted?

G. SAMPATH

The story so far: In an affidavit filed in the Supreme
Court on September 23, the Union government has ruled
out conducting a Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC),
stating that a caste census (except that for the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled Tribes done traditionally) was
unfeasible, “administratively difficult and cumbersome”.
The affidavit was in response to a writ petition by the
Maharashtra government seeking directions to the Union
government to collect data on the Backward Class of
Citizens (BCC) of rural India during the enumeration of
the 2021 census. The petition also wanted the Centre to
disclose the raw caste data on other backward classes
(OBCs) collected during SECC-2011. Several political
parties, and the Bharatiya Janata Party’s Bihar ally, Janata
Dal (United) led by Nitish Kumar, have urged the Centre
to reconsider its decision.

What is the substance of the Centre’s affidavit?

B The government’s affidavit covers three different
aspects of the caste census issue, as reflected in the writ
petition. It first explains why it cannot make public the
caste data collected under the SECC-2011. Then it argues
that the judiciary cannot direct the government to
conduct a caste census because it is a “policy decision”
not to do so, and the judiciary cannot interfere with
government policy. And finally, it elaborates on why it is
neither practical nor administratively feasible to attempt
a caste census.

What is the status of the data collected
under the SECC-2011?

M In its affidavit, the government acknowledges that the
SECC-2011’s caste data of 130 crore Indians have been
with the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment for
five years. Due to flaws in the data, it was decided to form
an expert committee headed by the then Vice-Chairman
of the NITI Aayog, Arvind Panagariya. But since other
members of the committee were not named, the
committee never met, and as a result, no action was
taken on the raw data to collate it into publishable
findings.

Why won’t the government make raw data public?

B The flaws in the data stem primarily from the fact that
no registry of castes was prepared before conducting the
2011 caste census. This resulted in mistakes by
enumerators, who spelt the same caste in dozens of
different ways. With no consistent way to aggregate or
segregate same or similar castes with variant spellings,
the number of caste categories ballooned. In
Maharashtra, for instance, the existing SC, ST and OBC
categories, as per government records, are only 494. But
the 2011 caste census yielded 4,28,677 castes. While the
State’s population was 10.3 crore, about 1.17 crore (more
than 11%) were found to be of ‘no caste’. Also, 99% of the
castes enumerated had a population of less than 100
persons. At the national level, whereas the total number
of castes as per the last caste census of 1931 was 4,147, the
SECC-2011 showed the presence of 46 lakh different
castes. Since the total number cannot be “exponentially
high to this extent”, the government has said this entire
data set is flawed and the census unreliable, rendering it

—
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Pressure mounts: Even the BJP's ally, JD(U) led by Nitish Kumar, wants the Centre to reconsider its decision. =p7i

unusable for the purposes of reservations and policy. For
these reasons, it has refused to make public even the raw
caste data of the SECC-2011.

Why will castes not be counted along
with the regular 2021 census?

B The government has cited numerous administrative,
operational and logistical reasons to argue that collecting
caste data during the 2021 census — postponed to next
year due to COVID-19 — is unfeasible and attempting it
could endanger the census exercise itself. It begins by
pointing to the difference in caste categories according to
different lists. While the Central list contained 2,479 OBC
castes, there were 3,150 OBC castes as per the lists of all
the States and Union Territories taken together. If a
caste-related question is included, it would “return
thousands of castes as the people use their clan/gotra,
sub-caste and caste names interchangeably”. Since
enumerators are
part-timers with 67 days
of training and “not an
investigator or verifier”,
the affidavit states, “it
would be difficult to
meaningfully tabulate and
classify caste returns.”
Secondly, the
preparatory work for a
census starts three to four
years earlier. As for the
census, the questionnaires
have already been
finalised and field-tested.
It is, therefore, not
possible to add additional
questions about caste
now. Third, unlike in the
case of the SCs and the
STs, there is no constitutional mandate for the
Registrar-General and Census Commissioner, India, to
provide the census figures of the OBCs and the BCCs. And
lastly, it has cited the 2014 Supreme Court judgment
setting aside two orders of the Madras High Court
directing the Centre to conduct a caste census. As per
this Supreme Court judgment, what information to
collect in a census is a policy decision of the government,
and while the court may find a certain policy untenable,

In an affidavit to the
Supreme Court, the
government has cited
numerous
administrative,
operational and
logistical reasons to
argue that collecting
caste data during the
2021 census is
unfeasible and
attempting it could
endanger the census
exercise itself
I

it was “legally impermissible” for the court to dictate to
the government what policy it ought to follow.

What are the arguments of those
demanding a caste census?

W Political parties batting for the caste census cite the
need for caste-wise data to justify the extension of
reservations to various communities. On the other hand,
there is also a large body of scholarly work, done by
sociologists, political scientists and historians, which
bypass the welfare argument to assert that India’s
fundamental mistake in its battle to overcome caste was
not doing a caste census. According to these scholars,
formal blindness to caste in a casteist society results in a
denial of the web of caste-based privileges that continue
to funnel opportunities to those at the top of the caste
hierarchy. They point out that while the very term ‘caste’
has come to be associated with ‘lower castes’, the SCs or
the OBCs, the upper castes tend to appear “casteless”.
They argue that in order to abolish caste, it is essential to
first abolish caste-derived privileges, and in order to do
that, the state must first map castes and their
socio-economic status privileges/deprivations, which is
what a caste census seeks to do.

Does a caste census enumerate only
the OBCs or all castes?

B The 2011 caste census collected data on all castes, and
not just of the OBCs. Though the demands of the
OBC-dominated political parties typically focus on
expanding the socio-economic mapping of the census
from the SCs and the STs to include the OBC castes, they
want the caste census to cover the upper castes as well.

What next?

B Opposition parties have criticised the government’s
stand, with three Chief Ministers - Bihar’s Nitish Kumar,
Jharkhand’s Hemant Soren, and Odisha’s Naveen Patnaik
— reiterating their support for the caste census. The BJP
does not want to be seen as opposing the caste census. So
the Opposition, especially the regional caste-based
parties, can be expected to keep reiterating their
demands for a caste census, which has, in the electoral
context, become inextricably mixed up with the question
of OBC entitlements.

What are the concerns of digital health mission?

For the ecosystem to work,
what are the fundamentals
that need to be put in place first?

BINDU SHAJAN PERAPADDAN

The story so far: The Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission
(ABDM), launched on September 27, aims to give every
citizen a unique digital health ID which involves their
health records being digitally protected and making
health a “holistic and inclusive model”. Under the
mission, users can access and link personal records with
their unique ID to create a longitudinal health history.
“The model will stress preventive healthcare and, in case
of disease, easy, affordable and accessible treatment,”
said the Health Ministry. Inaugurating the mission, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said it will not only simplify
processes of hospitals but also increase ease of living.

How will it work?

B In order to be a part of the ABDM, citizens will have to
create a unique health ID - a randomly generated 14-digit
identification number. The ID will give the user unique
identification, authentication and will be a repository of
all health records of a person. The ID can also be made by
self-registration on the portal, downloading the ABMD
Health Records app on one’s mobile or at a participating
health facility. The beneficiary will also set up a Personal
Health Records (PHR) address for the issue of consent,
and for future sharing of health records. The Ministry said
the Digital Ecosystem will enable a host of other facilities
like digital consultation, consent of patients in letting
medical practitioners access their records, and so forth.
It’s also geared up to connect the digital health solutions
of hospitals across the country with each other. The
nationwide implementation of the digital health ID
coincides with the third anniversary of the Ayushman
Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY).

Where was the pilot project launched?

M The pilot project was announced by the Prime Minister
during his Independence Day speech last year. So far,
over 1 lakh unique health IDs have been created across
select Union Territories as part of the pilot project. Now,
the mission is looking at rolling out features that will
support health ID creation with a PAN card or a driving
licence. For those wanting ID creation through mobile or
Aadhaar, the beneficiary will be asked to share details of
name, year of birth, gender, address, mobile number and
Aadhaar. The government has also allowed use of one’s
mobile number for registration, if a person doesn’t have
an Aadhaar card.

Miles to go: Lack of access to technology and poverty may hamper the mission. =cetTy imaGEs

What about privacy issues?

B The citizen’s consent is vital for all access. A
beneficiary’s consent is vital to ensure that information is
released. Records are stored under retention policies and
can be accessed only with the consent of users, said the
Health Ministry. Besides, users can delete and exit the
service any time they want. The account could be
reactivated after which the user can share the ID at any
health facility or share health records over the ABDM
network. However, there are concerns according to
experts. Dr. Sudarshan Ballal, chairman, Manipal
Hospitals, said: “The introduction of a unique health
identification card at the national level would be a game
changer in monitoring, providing and managing
healthcare for all citizens. But we will have to wait and
see the implementation of the project while making sure
that the privacy of an individual is maintained at all
costs.”

What are some of the challenges?

B “India has been unable to standardise the coverage
and quality of the existing digital cards like One Nation
One Ration card, PM-JAY card, Aadhaar card, etc., for
accessibility of services and entitlements. The data
migration and inter-State transfer are still faced with
multiple errors and shortcomings in addition to concerns
of data security. The defence of data security by
expressed informed consent doesn’t work in a country
that is plagued by the acute shortage of healthcare

professionals to inform the client fully. With the
minuscule spending of 1.3% of the GDP on the healthcare
sector, India will be unable to ensure the quality and
uniform access to healthcare that it hoped to bring
about,” said K.R. Antony, paediatrician and a public
health professional who served UNICEF and the State
Health Resource Centre, Chhattisgarh.

He pointed out that personalised data collected at
multiple levels are a “sitting gold mine” for insurance
companies, international researchers, and pharma
companies. “COVID-19 has taught us that the availability
of the private sector is not homogeneous and it can’t
provide quality service which is charged transparently
and is affordable to the common man. India’s public
health system has to be strengthened and rejuvenated
much more before we bring in the fancy Digital Health
Mission,” he added.

Other experts add that lack of access to technology,
poverty, and lack of understanding of the language in a
vast and diverse country like India are problems that
need to be looked into. “Just like we saw people reluctant
to take COVID vaccination, here too people will accept
the system only if it’s tried and tested and is known to
have some benefit,” said another expert.

Meanwhile, for private hospitals wanting to be part of
the system, “the National Health Authority certifies and
empanels the private hospital. It has to be given access,
integrate and test its software and get a nod from the
NHA,” according to the Health Ministry. It added that it
would want all healthcare providers and allied services,
including laboratories, to be part of the mission.
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G-23

The reformists within the Congress party

The self-proclaimed reformists within the
Congress step up their demands and question the
leadership as the grand old party is struggling
with high-profile exits and crises in State units

In Focus

u The G-23
emerged as a
group of
"reformists"
when 23
Congress
leaders wrote
a letter to
party
President
Sonia Gandhi
in August last
year, pressing
for inner
party reforms

= The Punjab
experiment to
unseat
Amarinder
Singh as CM,
the decision
to induct
Kanhaiaya
Kumar to the
party and
several other
key decisions
driven by the
Gandhi
siblings are
now being
questioned by
the group

= Kapil Sibal,
who is part of
the group,
recently
claimed that
"in our party,
at the
moment, we
have no
president”,
directly
challenging
the leadership
of the
Gandhis

SANDEEP PHUKAN

s a former Union Mi-
Anister who expounded

the “zero loss” theory
in the allocation of 2G spec-
trum during the Congress-
led United Progressive Al-
liance (UPA) government, Ka-
pil Sibal is no stranger to
controversies. But his claim
that “in our party, at the mo-
ment, we have no president ”
crossed a red line.

Mr. Sibal, who is part of a
group of 23 (G-23) leaders
that had written to Congress
president Sonia Gandhi in
August last year to press for
inner party reforms, had
challenged the Gandhis with-
out naming them. “We are
G-23, but definitely not Ji Hu-
zoor [yes-men] 23,” he de-
clared at a press conference
on September 29.

The rebuttal was swift as a
group of party workers from
Chandni Chowk — a Lok Sab-
ha constituency that Mr. Si-
bal had represented earlier —
descended at the dissenting
leader’s house with placards
reading ‘Get Well Soon’ and
rained tomatoes outside his
private residence.

In this Congress versus
Congress moment, however,
the narrative that the Gand-
his are the “glue” that can
keep the party together in
turbulent times seems to
have been undone.

The emergence of G-23, or
the reformists as they call
themselves, exemplifies this.
The lot included Ghulam Na-
bi Azad, Shashi Tharoor,
Manish Tewari, Anand Shar-
ma, Mukul Wasnik, Bhupen-
dra Singh Hooda, M. Veerap-
pa Moily, Prithviraj Chavan,
P.J. Kurien, Renuka Choud-
hary, Milind Deora, Jitin Pra-
sada, Rajinder Kaur Bhattal,
Akhilesh Prasad Singh, Raj
Babbar, Arvinder Singh
Lovely, Kaul Singh Thakur,

Kuldeep Sharma, Yoganand
Shastri, Sandeep Dikshit and
Vivek Tankha, besides Mr.
Sibal.

While Mr. Prasada has quit
the party, Mr. Moily has pu-
blicly distanced himself from
the group.

But most of them, either
long-standing Congress
members or second genera-
tion leaders with unfailing
loyalty to the Gandhi-Nehru
family, are willing to put ma-
ny of the decisions taken by
the Gandhis, especially the
siblings Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, un-
der scrutiny.

Erosion of support

The Punjab experiment to
elevate Navjot Singh Sidhu as
the State party chief and un-
seat Captain Amarinder
Singh as Chief Minister, and
the decision to induct former
president of the Jawaharlal
Nehru University Students’
Union, Kanhaiaya Kumar, to
the party and several other
key decisions in which the
Gandhi siblings are seen to
be the driving force are being
questioned.

“We don’t know who is
taking these decisions. We
know, yet we don’t know,”
said Mr. Sibal, indicating that
Mr. Gandhi is calling the
shots despite stepping down
as the party president two
years ago. Be it appointing of-
fice bearers, choosing the
party’s nominees for the Ra-
jya Sabha or deciding the
chief ministership, the form-
er Congress chief is still the
go-to person for the party.

The G-23 has questioned
the high rate of attrition the
party faces as well. In the
past year and a half, exits of
high-profile politicians like
Jyotiraditya Scindia, Jitin Pra-
sada, Sushmita Dev, Luizin-
ho Faleiro and P.C. Chacko
(all believed to be close to the

Gandhi family) have only ad-
ded to the sense that the
‘faith in the leadership of the
Gandhis’ is eroding.

“The erosion of support
base and, in particular, los-
ing the confidence of the
youth, is a matter of serious
concern. In the last two na-
tional elections, India had
added 18.7 crore first time vo-
ters — 10.15 crore in 2014 and

Exits of high-profile
politicians like
Jyotiraditya Scindia
and Jitin Prasada
from the Congress
have added to the
sense that the ‘faith in
the leadership of the
Gandhis’ is eroding

8.55 crore in 2019. The youth
voted overwhelmingly for
Modi and the BJP. The vote
share of the BJP sharply in-
creased from 7.84 crore in
2009 to 17.6 crore in 2014
and to 22.9 crore in 2019. In
contrast, the Congress lost its
share of 1.23 crore of the
votes polled in 2009. We
have marginally crossed the

2009 numbers in the last Lok
Sabha elections,” the G-23
pointed out in their August
2020 letter to Ms. Gandhi.

The failure to win recent
Assembly elections on their
own own, even in former
Congress strongholds of As-
sam and Kerala, has raised a
sense of alarm among a sec-
tion of party leaders. Many
are worried about the ‘busi-
ness-as-usual’ attitude of the
leadership and the lack of a
sense of urgency.

Collective leadership
Some of the reformists priv-
ately argue that the absence
of ‘experienced’ political ad-
visers in the team of the
Gandhi siblings and running
a political party like a ‘corpo-
rate entity’ are some of the
reasons for their ‘inepti-
tude’. That’s why they have
reiterated their demand for
an elected party president,
CWC and central election
committee and the restora-
tion of the Congress Parlia-
mentary Board for collective
decision-making.

“The Nehru-Gandhi fami-
ly will always remain an inte-
gral part of the collective lea-
dership of the Congress
party,” the G-23 argued in

their letter. While not eve-
ryone is rooting for a change
in the leadership of the fami-
ly, some like former Finance
Minister P. Chidambaram,
who is not a part of the G-23,
have rued about the inability
to start ‘meaningful conver-
sations’ within party forums.
“I feel helpless when we can-
not start meaningful conver-
sations within party forums.
I also feel hurt and helpless
when I see pictures of Con-
gress workers raising slogans
outside the residence of a
colleague and MP. The safe
harbour to which one can
withdraw seems to be si-
lence,” Mr. Chidambaram
tweeted a day after Mr. Si-
bal’s house was targeted by
party workers.

But the Congress’s inter-
nal strife is not only about
the party’s free fall in elec-
tions or a tussle between the
reformists and the loyalists,
with loyalists alleging that
the G-23 is guided by motives
like securing positions such
as Rajya Sabha berths; it is al-
so about Mr. Gandhi’s at-
tempt to recast the party
without the old guard.

Cut to December 2018
when the party won Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and

Rajasthan under stewardship
of Mr. Gandhi. Despite being
the party president, he was
unable to push people of his
choice for chief ministership,
something that led to the col-
lapse of the government in
Madhya Pradesh (M.P.) and
has become sore points in
Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan.

While he wanted his one
time-friend, Mr. Scindia, to
be at the helm of affairs in
M.P., the old guard is said to
have prevailed over his
mother in favour of Kamal
Nath. Ditto for Sachin Pilot
and Ashok Gehlot in Rajas-
than when the old guard en-
sured Mr. Gehlot becomes
the CM.

In 2019, Mr. Gandhi
owned up to the Lok Sabha
poll debacle but not before
pointing out that he fought a
‘lonely’ battle. “I personally
fought the Prime Minister,
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) and the institu-
tions they have captured
with all my being. I fought
because I love India. And I
fought to defend the ideals
India was built upon. At
times, I stood completely
alone and am extremely
proud of it,” Mr. Gandhi had
said in his resignation letter
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in May 2019.

As the Congress’s internal
divide becomes a matter of
public debate, some of the
Gandhi family loyalists have
questioned the ‘agenda’ of
the reformists while others
have urged to place faith in
time-tested leadership.

“We know that personal
agendas are pursued mostly
in the name of high princi-
ple,” said former Union Mi-
nister Ashwani Kumar, ad-
ding: “Those who claim that
their actions are inspired by
a reformist zeal should know
that a point of principle can
be invoked only by those
who have not been the be-
neficiaries of the system that
they now conveniently
question”.

Salman Khurshid, another
former Minister, wrote in a
Facebook post on October 1:
“Our leaders have led us
from the front and for de-
cades together ensured that
we have the comfort of being
in power.” With the Congress
seeming to be in the grip of
an ‘existential crisis’ now, it
is, perhaps, incumbent upon
the leadership to restore this
faith in every ordinary Con-
gress worker, not just the
loyalists.

FUMIO KISHIDA

The man on the throne

From economic woes to China, a host of challenges are awaiting the new leader

NARAYAN LAKSHMAN

s Japan stands on the
Acusp of a significant

change in political
leadership, the man of the
hour is former Foreign Mi-
nister and newly elected
leader of the Liberal Demo-
cratic Party, Fumio Kishida
(64). As Japan’s 100th Prime
Minister, Mr. Kishida will be
stepping into the shoes of
his predecessor Yoshihide
Suga, after the latter’s ap-
proval ratings plunged pre-
cipitously in the wake of Ja-
pan’s tepid coronavirus
pandemic response, includ-
ing on the economic front.
Mr. Kishida is expected to
take charge in his new ca-
pacity after the Diet, the Ja-
panese Parliament, con-
venes in October.

When he does so, he will
find the task ahead of him to
be near gargantuan. He will
inherit responsibility for
managing the world’s third-
largest economy. Add to this
the pre-existing structural
problems of an ageing popu-
lation, soaring public debt,
and extreme vulnerability to
climatic shocks and natural
disasters, and it is evident
that his plate is full.

Reworking the blueprint
At the heart of this challenge
is the imperative for Mr.
Kishida’s party, the LDP, to
back a transformative fiscal
programme that can boost
spending through stimulus
packages. Industries reeling
from the impact of nearly
six months of lockdown res-
trictions could certainly use
a shot in the arm of consid-

CM
K

erable magnitude.

Being a moderate and lib-
eral voice within a party
known for conservatism
and Japanese nationalism at
a broad level, Mr. Kishida is
ideally positioned to sheph-
erd such reforms through
the Diet. He has already in-
dicated his inclination to in-
crease public expenditure
to give the Japanese econo-
my a leg-up as it limps back
to commercial normalcy;
yet he has hinted that he will
avoid immediate tax hikes
even if the deficit expands.

This puts his approach in
sharp contrast to a Japan’s
longest serving Prime Minis-
ter, Shinzo Abe, whose ‘Abe-
nomics’ was focused on deli-
vering economic growth led
by rising corporate bottom
lines. In this regard, making
a name for himself through
a distinct style of political
leadership will be important
for Mr. Kishida, primarily
because he will likely have
to contend with a general
election at the latest by No-
vember 28 under the Japa-

»
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nese Constitution, following
the end of the term of the
lower house of Parliament
on October 21.

In facing the hurdles
ahead in his new role, the
Kishida family’s long invol-
vement in politics may be an
asset. Both Mr. Kishida’s
father as well as grandfather
were members of Japan’s
powerful lower house, the
House of Representatives.
When, in 1993, the mantle
passed to Mr. Kishida from
his father, who held the par-
liamentary seat from Hi-
roshima, he succeeded in
winning that constituency.
This would mark the early
days of a strong career in
mainstream Japanese polit-
ics, which culminated in Mr.
Kishida serving as the lon-
gest standing Foreign Minis-
ter in the country since
World War II.

In this capacity, he was al-
so likely drawing on his ex-
perience living in the U.S. as
a child, and his exposure to
other cultures during that
time. In the early 1960s, his

father, who was at the time a
trade official in the Japanese
government, secured a role
in New York, leading to the
young Mr. Kishida, then six
years old, relocating there
with his family and studying
at a public school in Elm-
hurst, Queens.

Later, he wrote that des-
pite occasionally brushing
up against subtle racism in
certain contexts, as a stu-
dent he mingled with a di-
versity of ethnic people, in-
cluding white, Indian,
Native American, and Ko-
rean, and although “the U.S.
was an enemy of Japan dur-
ing the war and the nation
that dropped the nuclear
bomb on Hiroshima... I was
young, and to me, the U.S.
was nothing but a country
that was generous-hearted
and filled with diversity.”

In China’s backyard

The obvious focal point in
Japanese foreign policy go-
ing forward will be Japan-
China relations. During his
tenure as Foreign Minister,
Mr. Kishida made it very
clear that Tokyo would al-
ways foster warm relations
with the U.S., India, Austra-
lia, and other democratic
Asian powers, both strategi-
cally and economically. Yet
with Beijing pursing aggres-
sive territorial policies relat-
ing to Taiwan and the South
China Sea, and North Korea
once again veering towards
testing ballistic missiles, Mr.
Kishida will have to work as-
siduously and creatively to
successfully walk the tight-
rope across regional politi-
cal rivalries.

NAJLA BOUDEN ROMDHANE

Tunisia’s first woman PM

The geologist has to steady the economy amidst a worsening political crisis

STANLY JOHNY

n September 29, Tu-
O nisia’s embattled Pre-

sident Kais Saied,
faced with growing criticism
of his power grab, made a
surprise move by appoint-
ing a little-known geologist
as the country’s first woman
Prime Minister. Mr. Saied
had dismissed the Prime Mi-
nister and suspended Parlia-
ment in July. Ever since he
consolidated power in his
hands and announced that
he would rule by decree,
moves his opponents call a
coup. With the appointment
of Najla Bouden Romdhane,
the 63-year-old professor at
the Tunis National School of
Engineering with practically
no political experience, Mr.
Saied is seeking to put his
rule by decree in an admi-
nistrative frameworks. In a
video message released on
September 29 introducing
Ms. Bouden to Tunisians,
the President said: “This is a
historic moment, an honour
for Tunisia and a tribute to
Tunisian women.” Ms. Bou-
den did not speak in the
video.

When Mr. Saied ousted
the government of Prime
Minister Hichem Mechichi
that was backed by the Isla-
mist Ennahda party, the lar-
gest bloc in the suspended
Parliament, many Tunisians
welcomed the move. Mr.
Mechichi had faced wides-
pread public criticism over
his handling of the Covid-19
pandemic and the country’s
economic woes. Tunisia, a
country of 11 million people,
has one of the highest per

capita Covid mortality rates.
But when Mr. Saied moved
to suspend much of the 2014
Constitution, and awarded
himself near total powers,
resistance started building
up. Tunisia was seen the on-
ly country among those hit
by Arab street protests in
2010-11 that successfully
transitioned into a multi-
party democracy from dic-
tatorship. Mr. Saied’s moves
raised questions and wor-
ries about Tunisia’s transi-
tion story.

Angry opposition

If Mr. Saied hoped that the
appointment of Ms. Bouden
would placate the opposi-
tion, he was wrong. The
new Prime Minister will not
have the backing of Parlia-
ment, a Constitutional re-
quirement. Ennahda legisla-
tors have asked their leader,
Speaker Rached Ghannou-
chi to convene the Assembly
in defiance of President
Saied and question the legal-
ity of the appointment of
Ms. Bouden as the Prime Mi-
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nister. The influential UGTT
labour union has also spo-
ken against Mr. Saied's pow-
er grab. But Mr. Saied ap-
pears determined to go
ahead with his plans and
Ms. Bouden emerges as his
lieutenant.

Born in the central Kai-
rouan province in 1958,
Bouden holds a doctorate in
geology. The Paris-educated
academic has held several
senior positions in Tunisia’s
education sector. In 2011,
she was appointed Director
General in charge of Quality
at the Ministry of Higher
Education, according to the
official TAP news agency. In
2016, she headed the ‘man-
agement by objectives unit’
for the implementation of
the higher education reform
project. Currently, she is
serving as the World Bank’s
Programme Implementa-
tion Officer at the Ministry
of Higher Education. Ac-
cording to Turkey’s Anadolu
news agency, Ms. Bouden
doesn’t have any known pol-
itical affiliations.

»

It’s not clear what led Mr.
Saied to pick a university
professor for the Prime Mi-
nister’s job, nor is there any
clarity on Ms. Bouden’s vi-
sion for governance. The
President’s critics say that
by choosing a technocrat
with no political experience
and popular base, Mr. Saied
could make sure that there’s
no challenge to his authority
from the Cabinet. Under the
Tunisian Constitution, the
Prime Minister, the Presi-
dent and the Speaker are
the three pillars of the State
and the Cabinet is responsi-
ble to Parliament. But Mr.
Saied’s decree made it clear
that the PM and the Cabinet
would be responsible to
him. The new Prime Minis-
ter’s mandate, according to
the President, is to “combat
corruption and chaos that
pervaded in many state
institutions”.

Ms. Bouden’s surprise
elevation to the top eche-
lons of power comes at a
particularly  challenging
time. The country’s public
debt stands at 88% of GDP.
The dinar, it currency, has
lost half its value over the
past 10 years. Unemploy-
ment is high at 18%. The go-
vernment had initiated talks
with the IMF for a bailout,
but those discussions were
paused after Mr. Saied’s
power grab. Domestically,
the opposition is trying to
mobilise support for a last-
ing showdown with Mr.
Saied and his cherry-picked
PM. All these suggest that
the North African Arab
country’s first woman PM
could get the going tough.
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Reliance floats UAE arm for
trading in oil, petro products

RIL invests $1 million in the Abu Dhabi-based subsidiary Reliance International

Zee moves
court to block
EGM demand

REUTERS

MUMBAI

Zee Entertainment Enter-
prises said on Saturday it
had filed a petition in court
against a notice issued by
two institutional investors
pushing the firm to call for
a meeting of shareholders.

Zee’sboard on Friday re-
jected calls from Invesco
Developing Markets Fund
and OFI Global China Fund
for an extraordinary gener-
al meeting, citing the lack
of approvals required from
India’s capital markets reg-
ulator and the broadcast-
ing ministry for initiating
changes to a company’s
board. Invesco and OFI,
which together own 17.88%
of Zee, want its CEO Punit
Goenka to be removed and
a board revamp.

The investors filed a pe-
tition at the NCLT after Zee
signed a merger deal with
Sony Group’s India unit.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Reliance Industries has in-
corporated a new subsidiary
in the UAE for trading in
crude oil, petroleum pro-

ducts and agricultural
commodities.
Reliance  International

Ltd. (RINL) has been incor-
porated as a wholly owned
subsidiary in Abu Dhabi Glo-
bal Market, the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), RIL said in a
stock exchange filing.

Equity investment
“The company has invested
37.42 crore, or $1 million in
cash, in 10 lakh equity shares
of $1 each of ‘Reliance Inter-
national Limited’,” RIL said
in the filing.

The plans follow an an-
nouncement in June that the

DoT amends licence
normes to ease penalties

Interest rate for delayed payment cut

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The DoT has amended li-
cence norms to rationalise
the interest rate for delayed
payment of licence fees. The
move is expected to ease the
financial burden on the tele-
com sector and promote
ease of doing business.

The department will now
charge 2% interest above the
one-year marginal cost of
lending rate (MCLR) of State
Bank of India for delay in
payment of licence fee or
any other statutory dues
and the interest will be com-
pounded annually.

Earlier, telecom firms

[

were required to pay 4% in-
terest above the one-year
MCLR of SBI and the interest
was compounded monthly.

The Department of Tele-
com (DoT) has also removed
the licence clause under
which telcos were charged a
penalty equivalent to 50% of
the short payment they
made for licence fees.

Widening horizons: RINL has been incorporated as a wholly
owned subsidiary in the UAE. =GeTTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

Indian conglomerate would
invest in projects of Abu
Dhabi National Oil Company
to produce chemicals that
could be used for infrastruc-
ture and consumer goods.
“RINL is incorporated to

undertake activities relating
to, amongst others, trading
of crude oil, petroleum pro-
ducts, petrochemicals and
agricultural commodities.
RINL is yet to commence its
business operations,” the

RIL said in June that
it would invest in the
projects of the Abu
Dhabi National Oil
Company to make
chemicals

company said.

C

‘No promoter interest’
The investment in RINL does
not fall within related- party
transactions and the promo-
ter/ promoter group/ group
companies do not have any
interest in RINL, it said ad-
ding no governmental or reg-
ulatory approvals were re-
quired for the investment.

Reliance Industries Ltd.
(RIL) operates the world’s
largest oil refining complex
at Jamnagar in Gujarat and
has several petrochemical
units in the country.

‘India generating meaningful
views for YouTube Shorts’

Number of channels earning 1 lakh rose 60%: Raghavan

YUTHIKA BHARGAVA
NEW DELHI

YouTube Shorts, which was
introduced a year ago to
compete with Instagram
Reels and TikTok, is generat-
ing 15 billion views globally
on a daily basis with a ‘mea-
ningful part’ coming from
India, said Satya Raghavan,
director, YouTube Content
Partnerships, India.

Shorts, which is still in the
beta phase, was first un-
veiled in India last year, and
was subsequently rolled out
in other markets.

“We have actually seen a

new breed of creators who

have come onto the plat-
form right with the launch of
Shorts,” Mr. Raghavan told
The Hindu.

“And, in that process, a
whole lot of existing creators
have adapted as well. Shorts
allows you to create a video

on the fly. It has made crea-
tion very easy for a whole lot
of people.”

In the first step to build a
monetisation model for
‘Shorts, where the firm does
not run advertisements yet,
YouTube had recently an-
nounced a $100 million fund
distributed over 2021-2022,
from which eligible creators
can claim payments.

Mr. Raghavan said for
YouTube, the number of
channels in India making 1
lakh and above in revenue
had grown by more than
60% year-on-year, as of June.

INTERVIEW | NAGESH BASAVANHALLI

Goal is to create ecosystem
for EVs: Greaves Cotton MD

‘Will serve needs for parts, maintenance, multi-brand items’

LALATENDU MISHRA

Engineering firm Greaves
Cotton is engaged in trans-
forming itself into a green-
energy entity with a focus on
electric mobility. It has made
acquisitions in the electric
vehicle (EV) space. The com-
pany has planned capital in-
vestment of 3700 crore over
10 years in its upcoming
plant in T.N., said MD and
Group CEO, Nagesh Basa-
vanhalli. Excerpts:

How are you transforming
into a green-energy entity?

m We have a rich legacy of
over 162 years and change is
not new for us. The past four
years have been strategic in
terms of enabling that move
towards a transformation in-
to a green-energy company.
Our goal is to get closer to
the consumer; hence this
shift towards a more B2C and
B2B approach.

What is your strategy for the
EV business?

m Our strategy is geared to-
ward fostering inclusivity
among Greaves’ primary bu-
siness verticals. We hope to
achieve this by leveraging
enablers within the compa-
ny, such as Greaves Financ-
ing, Greaves Retail, and
Greaves Technology, to
create synergies among our
verticals, which include au-
tomotive, non-automotive
and electric mobility.

We [also] have over 7,000
retailers and 12,000 me-
chanics who are being res-
killed in EV technology. Our
primary goal is to create an
entire ecosystem that caters
to both B2B and B2C seg-

We are seeing
first-time buyers like
Gen Z, millennials
and college students
opting for EVs

(69

ments, serving as a one-stop
shop for EV needs ranging
from spare parts to periodic
maintenance, multi-brand
EV products, and aftermar-
ket solutions.

What is the roadmap?

= We have made 3 strategic
acquisitions in the EV do-
main — Ampere scooters,
ELE rickshaws and MLR au-
tos. The long-term plan is to
retool for the future. Our Ra-
nipet plant will be ready by
this year-end. We are making
a total capital investment of
%700 crore over the next 10
years here. This plant will
have a capacity to produce
up to a million units.

What are your plans for
multi-brand EV retail?

m The notion of multi-brand
electric vehicle store may be
found all over the world, but
it is a relatively recent phe-
nomena in India. We are in-
spired by the response we
have received for this for-
mat. Our goal is to be pre-
sent not only in major metro
centres, but also in emerging

and small communities, with
an emphasis on Generation
Z and millennials. We’ve suc-
cessfully started ‘AutoEV-
Mart, our first multi-brand
EV retail store in Bengaluru.

How are you ensuring
domestic sourcing?

m Battery cells are imported
from outside India... Greaves
is on a Make-in-India mis-
sion, with committed and
planned resources, localised
in accordance with the
FAME II strategy, and conti-
nuing to cooperate with a
large number of Indian sup-
pliers and developing a still-
evolving supplier ecosystem.
One reason we chose Rani-
pet s, it is located in the Ban-
galore-Chennai corridor and
regarded as an automotive
belt; a large portion of our
supply chain is located here.

Who is buying EVs? Which

region is fuelling demand?

m Thanks to FAME II and go-
vernment policies of Guja-
rat, Maharashtra, Karnataka,
Delhi... [here] high demand
is witnessed; in many cases
demand is surpassing supply
as due to the government
subsidies, there has been a
change in consumer beha-
viour. Bengaluru has been
the EV capital, thus there
has always been a demand
there. We are also seeing
first-time buyers like Gen Z,
millennials, college stu-
dents, retail consumers buy-
ing EVs. Increase in petrol
prices, too, has been a factor
for faster adoption of EVs.

In B2B, people who [offer]
shared rides and those tran-
sporting goods... have seen
deliveries skyrocketing dur-
ing [the pandemic].

India women bag skeet gold

Defeat Italy 6-O; Men beat Turkey to clinch the bronze

SHOOTING

SPORTS BUREAU
LIMA

The trio of Ganemat Sekhon,
Raiza Dhillon and Areeba
Khan won the women’s skeet
team gold for India with a
6-0 victory over Italy in the
Junior World Championship.

The men’s skeet team of
Rajveer Gill, Ayush Rudrara-
ju and Abhay Singh Sekhon
won the bronze behind Italy
and USA.

In mixed air pistol, Manu
Bhaker and Sarabjot Singh
topped the second stage of
qualification with 386, one
point ahead of Shikha Nar-
wal and Naveen. The Indian
team of Atmika Gupta and
Rajpreet Singh will face USA
for gold. Sarabjot Singh, Na-
veen and Shiva Narwal were
facing Belarus for the gold in
the air pistol team event. Si-
milarly, Rhythm Sangwan,

On target: Raiza Dhillon, Areeba Khan and Ganemat Sekhon
came up with a splendid display. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

Manu and Shikha meet Bela-
rus for the gold in junior wo-
men’s air pistol team event.
In the junior women’s air
rifle team event, Nisha Kan-
war, Zeena Khitta and Atmi-
ka Gupta will meet Hungary
for gold. Dhanush Srikanth,
Rajpreet Singh and Paarth
Makhija will cross swords
with USA for gold in the ju-

Md. Sporting has the edge

AMITABHA DAS SHARMA
KOLKATA

Local favourite Mohamme-
dan Sporting will be bank-
ing on its partisan suppor-
ters when it takes on FC Goa
in the final of the 130th Du-
rand Cup on Sunday.

Sporting has been on fine
form since the group league
stage winning five and los-
ing just once.

Sporting, which regained
the crown in 2013, will be
drawing inspiration from
history and home advan-
tage to upstage the notion

of FC Goa’s invincibility.

Sporting will be hoping
that the names like Marcus
Joseph, Brandon Vanlalrem-
dika and Nikola Stojanovic
retain the form that helped
the team reach the final.

FC Goa is a better side on
paper with superior fo-
reigners and Indian re-
cruits. But the Gaurs will be
missing the Indian players
like Brandon Fernandez,
Glan Martins and Sertion
Fernandez, who are cur-
rently in Maldives on na-
tional duty.

Deepanshu shines

New pELHI: Deepanshu Phore
(62 and 2/23) helped Gyanti
Academy beat M-10 Acade-
my by 17 runs in the Swas-
thik Cup.

The scores: Gyanti Academy

cM
K

256 in 39.5 overs (Deepanshu

Phore 62, Anurag Sanjay 44,
Rishabh Manchanda 3/41) bt
M-10 Academy 239 i 39.4 ov-

ers (Akshay Saini 75, Arvind

Verma 3/29).

nior men’s rifle team event.

The results: Skeet team: Ju-
niors, men: 1. Italy 6 (488); 2.
USA 4 (487); 3. India (Rajveer
Gill, Ayush Rudraraju, Abhay
Singh Sekhon) 6 (453); 4. Tur-
key O (449).

Women: 1. India (Areeba
Khan, Raiza Dhillon, Ganemat
Sekhon) 6 (457); 2. Italy O
(460); 3. Germany 6 (411); 4.
Slovakia 4 (427).

Miracle wins

HYDERABAD:  Trainer  Pesi
Shroff’s unconquered filly Mir-
acle, piloted by jockey P.S.
Chouhan, won the Golden Ju-
bilee Deccan Derby (Gr.1) in a re-
cord time of 2m 3. 68s, the pres-
tigious event of Hyderabad
Monsoon races here on Saturday
(Oct. 2).

The winner is owned by Mr. Me-
hernosh H. Deboo & Mrs. Auzita
M. Deboo.

Chouhan confidently kept Mir-
acle at sixth position in the early
part of the race, later she was
improved to fourth at 800m, as
they were homeward-bound this
Multidimensional filly sailed
away stylishly to score a very
easy victory over her rivals and
broke the course record.

1. SMT. TEEGALA SULOCHANA
REDDY MEMORIAL CUP (1,800m),
rated 60 to 85 (Cat. II): BISATE
(P.S. Chouhan) 1, N R I Valley
(Akshay Kumar) 2, Balius (B.R.
Kumar) 3 and Staridar (Abhay
Singh) 4. Not run: Ashwa
Yashobali. 1-1/4, 10-3/4 and 3/4.
1m 50. 98s. %12 (W), 10, 11 and 20
(p). SHP: 22, THP: 44, SHW: 10
and 14, FP: 36, Q: 24, Tanala:
200. Favourite: Bisate.

Owners: Mr. K.N. Dhunjibhoy &
Mr. Z.K. Dhunjibhoy rep. Five
Stars Shipping Company Pvt.
Ltd. Trainer: Laxman Singh.

Rafiq claims
a double

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Bengaluru’s Mohd. Rafiq
dominated the opening
day’s proceedings in the se-
cond round of the MMSC-
FMSCI National motorcycle
drag racing championships
at the MMRT here on Satur-
day, claiming a double
while local challenger
Soundari Sindy topped the
girls’ category.

Rafiq was in imperious
form as he won in both 2-
Stroke 165cc and 130cc ca-
tegories comfortably.

The results: 2-Stroke (up
to 165cc): 1. Mohd. Rafiq
(Bengaluru) 12.761; 2. Prash-
anth (Chennai) 12.817; 3. Ai-
yaz Rem (12.969). Up to
130cc: 1. Mohd. Rafig
(12.962); 2. Touheed (Benga-
luru) 13.438; 3. G. Abdul
(Bengaluru) 13.513. Girls (4-
stroke, up to 165cc): 1. Soun-
dari Sindy (Chennai) 16.462;
2. Lani Zena Fernandez
(Chennai) 16.522; 3. Nivetha
Jessica (Chennai) 17.291.

Il be playing a style which

will bring results: Stimac

Head coach says India would be fearless in SAFF Championship

FOOTBALL

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

A couple of days before India
is scheduled to start its SAFF
Championship  campaign
against Bangladesh, head
coach Igor Stimac hoped
that the team will be able to
play with confidence and
shed the “nervousness” that
affected its recent perfor-
mances.

“I just hope that it just
doesn’t happen like in the
recent games where we had
to change three or four
players after first 45 minutes
when we were not happy
with their performance. We
need to understand that
from the very first second
we need to start in disci-
plined and organised man-

i)

Stimac with Udanta.
= AIFFMEDIA

ner. We have to show maxi-
mum aggressiveness both
with the ball and after losing
the ball,” Stimac said.
Stimac said the team will
play without fear. “We are
having short practice ses-
sions to reduce the risk of in-
jury and are relying on the
understanding that the

players know each other ve-
ry well and are also aware of
what we expect of them. So,
I am confident about the
tournament,” said Stimac.

“We will be playing a style
which will bring us results.
We don’t know what each
game will bring to us on the
plate. We will adapt to eve-
rything that is thrown at us,”
the coach said referring to
the two matches played on
the inaugural day (October
1). Bangladesh beat Sri Lan-
ka by a solitary goal in the
other match and now has
three points to its credit.

Indian captain  Sunil
Chhetri said: “The mood in
the camp is upbeat. There is
a lot of familiarity in the
squad. The balance of the
team is quite good and eve-
ryone in the squad is looking
to give out his best.”

Golden Jubilee Deccan Derby in record time

NOTE: Lombardy (S. Zervan up)
planted in the starting stalls and
did not participate in the race.

2. ROYAL CALCUTTA TURF CLUB
cup (Div. I), (1,200m), 4-y-0 &
upward, rated 20 to 45 (Cat. III):
TRUMP STAR (Deepak Singh) 1,
Amyra (Neeraj) 2, Nearest
(Gaurav Singh) 3 and Flamingo
Fame (Santosh Raj) 4. Not run:
Castlerock. 2-1/4, 1/2 and 3. 1m
12. 96s. 18 (w), 13, 12 and 68 (p).
SHP: 28, THP: 150, SHW: 11 and
11, FP: 58, Q: 36, Tanala: 1,067.
Favourite: Trump Star.

Owners: Mr. G. Raghunandan
Chary, Mr. P. Ranga Raju, Mr.
Prabhakar Chowdary Tripuran-
eni & Mr. Eswarchandra Rajago-
pal Tripuraneni. Trainer: D.
Netto.

3. MADRAS RACE CLUB CUP
(1,400m), rated 40 to 65 (Cat. II):
SCRAMJET (P. Trevor) 1, Watch
My Stride (Akshay Kumar) 2,
Mark My Day (B.R. Kumar) 3 and
Southern Princess (Zervan) 4.
Not run: All Time Legend. Nose,
3/4 and 1-1/4. 1m 26. 52s. 16 (W),
10, 11 and 45 (p). SHP: 26, THP:
110, SHW: 10 and 14, FP: 37, Q: 19,
Tanala: 426. Favourite:
Scramjet.

Owners: United Racing and
Bloodstock  Breeders  Ltd.
Trainer: K.S.V. Prasad Raju.

4. ROYAL WESTERN INDIA TURF

CLUB CUP (1,200m), rated 40 to
65 (Cat. II): COSMIC RUN (Kiran
Naidu) 1, House Of Diamonds
(Akshay Kumar) 2, N R I Eleg-
ance (Gaurav Singh) 3 and Xfin-
ity (P. Sai Kumar) 4. 3/4, 1/2 and
NKk. 1m 13. 07s. 339 (w), 14, 10
and 34 (p). SHP: 27, THP: 96,
SHW: 17 and 15 (p). FP: 198, Q:
70, Tanala: 2,556. Favourite:
House Of Diamonds.

Owners: Mr. & Mrs. Shapoor P.
Mistry rep. Manjri Horse Breed-
ers Farm Private Limited & Mr.
Teegala Vijender Reddy. Trainer:
K.S.V. Prasad Raju.

5. TURF AUTHORITIES CUP
(1,400m), rated 80 and above
(Cat. I): ASHWA BRAVO (Ashad As-
bar) 1, Smashing Blue (Akshay
Kumar) 2, Victory Parade (P.S.
Chouhan) 3 and Corfe Castle
(Gaurav Singh) 4. 3/4 , 1/2 and 2-
1/4. 1m 24. 79s. 14 (w), 11, 13 and
11 (p). SHP: 34, THP: 28, SHW: 10
and 28 (p). FP: 51, Q: 42, Tanala:
133. Favourite: Ashwa Bravo.
Owners: Mr. Zavaray S. Poon-
awalla, Mrs. Behroze Z. Poon-
awalla rep. Poonawalla Racing &
Breeding Private Limited, Mr.
Yohan Z. Poonawalla, Ms. Delna
Z. Poonawalla & Mrs. Simone Z.
Poonawalla & Mr. Ravinder Pal
Singh Chauhan. Trainer: M.
Srinivas Reddy.

6. MYSORE RACE CLUB CUP

(1,800m), rated 20 to 45 (Cat.
[II): PAINTED APACHE (P. Trevor)
1, Super Angel (Abhay Singh) 2,
Zamazenta (Akshay Kumar) 3
and Dillon (B. Nikhil) 4. 1-1/2, 3/4
and 2. Im 54. 09s. 322 (w), 11, 20
and 12 (p). SHP: 55, THP: 61,
SHW: 18 and 31, FP: 223, Q: 132,
Tanala: 368. Favourite: Painted
Apache.

Owner: Mr. Aditya P. Thacker-
sey. Trainer: L.V.R. Deshmukh.

7. BANGALORE TURF CLUB CUP
(1,400m), rated 20 to 45 (Cat.
1II): SOLOIST (Akshay Kumar) 1,
Win Vision (Santosh Raj) 2, Gen-
eral Atlantic (B. Nikhil) 3 and
Moonlight Ruby (Kuldeep Singh)
4.1/2, 3-3/4 and Nk. 1m 26. 38s.
%19 (w), 14, 26 and 26 (p). SHP:
83, THP: 81, SHW: 14 and 56 (p).
FP: 239, Q: 194, Tanala: 2,334.
Favourite: Soloist.

Owners: Mr. Gurpal Singh, Mr.
N.P. Sharma & Mr. Alluri Ajay Ku-
mar. Trainer: R.H. Sequeira.

8. GOLDEN JUBILEE DECCAN
DERBY (GR. 1), (2,000M) (TERMS),
3-Y-0 ONLY:

MIRACLE (MULTIDIMENSIONAL-
KHALILA) (P.S. CHOUHAN) 1,
Zuccarelli (Western Aristocrat-
Circle Of Bliss) (Neeraj) 2,
Southern Dynasty (Multidimen-
sional-Set Aside) (C.S. Jodha) 3
and

Aries (Corporate Jungle-Olympic

Skater) (Bhawani) 4.

5-1/4, 2-3/4 and 2-3/4. 2m 3. 68s.
(record time). 12 (w), 12, 16 and
81 (p). SHP: 46, THP: 171, SHW:
10 and 48, FP: 45, Q: 48, Tanala:
1,120. Favourite: Miracle.

Owners: Mr. Mehernosh H. De-
boo & Mrs. Auzita M. Deboo.
Trainer: P. Shroff.

9. ROYAL CALCUTTA TURF CLUB
cup (Div. II) (1,200m), 4-y-0 &
upward, rated 20 to 45: BEAUTY
ON PARADE (A.A. Vikrant) 1,
Blissful (Nakhat Singh) 2, Four
One Four (Deepak Singh) 3 and
Star Babe (Akshay Kumar) 4. 2, 1
and 1/2. 1m 13. 72s. 129 (w), 33,
15 and 39 (p). SHP: 54, THP: 83,
SHW: 219 and 24, FP: 950, Q:
418, Tanala: 8,810. Favourite:
Star Babe.

Owners: Mr. Prakash Babu, Mr.
K. Rama Krishna & Mr. Shai-
lendra Singh. Trainer: D. Netto.

Jackpot (i): 70%: T989 (351 tkts.),
30%: 200 (741 tkts.). (ii): 70%:
2,768 (285 tkts.), 30%: 64 (5,252
tkts.). Treble: (i): 70 (561 tkts.),
(ii): 497 (119 tkts.), (iii) 489: (215
tkts.). Mini jackpot (i): 561 (84
tkts.), (ii): 1,900 (104 tkts.).

»

Jeevan and
Purav win title

INDIANS ABROAD

SPORTS BUREAU
LISBON

Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan
and Purav Raja clinched
the doubles title in the
€44,820 Challenger with a
7-6(5), 6-3 victory over Nu-
no Borges and Francisco
Cabral on Saturday.

It was the top seeds’ first
Challenger title as a team.
They collected 80 ATP
points and €2,670.

In the Challenger in Ro-
mania, eighth seed Sumit
Nagal lost 6-4, 0-6, 6-0 to
top seed Stefano Travaglia
of Italy in the semifinals.

The results:

€44,820 Challenger, Lis-
bon, Portugal: Final: Jeevan
Nedunchezhiyan & Purav Raja
bt Nuno Borges & Francisco
Cabral (Por) 7-6(5), 6-3.

€44,820 Challenger, Si-
biu, Romania: Semifinals:
Stefano Travaglia (Ita) bt Su-
mit Nagal 6-4, 0-6, 6-0.

$15,000 ITF women, Mo-
nastir, Tunisia: Semifinals:
Honoka Kobayashi (Jpn) & Ma
YeXin (Chn) bt Ginevra Peiret-
ti (Ita) & Jennifer Luikham
6-1, 6-4.

Namit and
Devanshee
are champions

~ew perLHr: Namit Bhatia
and Devanshee Prabhu De-
sai won the boys’ and girls’
titles in the AITA Cham-
pionship series under-14
tennis tournament at the
Baidyanath Prasad Acade-
my in Azadpur.

The results:

Under-14: Boys (final): Na-
mit Bhatia bt Mayank Ujjain-
wal 6-1, 6-0; Semifinals: Na-
mit bt Adhiwan Deshwal 6-1,
6-1; Mayank bt Raghav Popli
7-5, 6-3.

Girls (final): Devanshee
Prabhu Desai bt Ela Pandey
6-2, 6-1; Semifinals: Ela bt
Samaira Kohli 5-7, 6-3, 7-5;
Devanshee bt Anandita Upad-
hyay 6-2, 3-6, 7-5.
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India calls the shots on first clear day of Pink ball Test

Australia trails by 234 runs after the visitors declare their first innings at 377 for eight riding on Deepti’s half-century

INDIA IN AUS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CARRARA

India dictated terms as Aus-
tralia struggled to survive the
difficult overs under lights
and finish the third day of the
Day-Night Test at 143 for four
here on Saturday.

Australia trailed by 234
runs after veteran seamer
Jhulan Goswami (2/27) struck
twice to leave the hosts at 63
for two at one stage. India de-
clared its first innings at 377
for eight.

Mithali Raj’s side was
lucky the umpire gave Aus-
tralia captain Meg Lanning
(38) out despite an inside
edge, bringing to an end her
ominous stay in the middle.
The lucky bowler was Pooja
Vastrakar (2/31).

After Tahlia McGrath (28)
hit Pooja’s wide and short de-
livery straight to Smriti

In full flow: Jhulan Go-swami had tHe-Australians on the backfoo

Mandhana at point to leave
the hosts at 119 for four, Jhu-
lan was brought back with
two slips, a gully and a silly
mid-off, but Ellyse Perry (27)
and Ashleigh Gardner (13)

stuck it out. Earlier, Deepti
Sharma made a fine 66. Re-
suming at 276 for five, India
scored 83 for the loss of Tani-
ya and Pooja to reach 359 for
seven at dinner.

t with two early strikes, including that of Beth Mooney. =GeTTy ImaGES

Deepti, who started the
day on 12, got to her second
Test fifty (148b, 5x4) with a
sweep behind square.

Ellyse Perry picked up her
300th international wicket

Shreyas, Ashwin take DC over the line

MI batters struggle against Axar on the slow Sharjah strip; Avesh, too, impresses
3 AN
i

Telling spell: Axar kept Ml on a leash ssportzrics/ipL

SPORTS BUREAU

hreyas Iyer held his nerve

and R. Ashwin provided
the much-needed support to
help Delhi Capitals virtually
seal a top-two finish and deal
Mumbai Indians’ campaign a
big blow in the IPL on Satur-
day.

On a slow strip at Sharjah
that continued to be night-
marish for batters, DC res-
tricted the defending cham-
pion to 129 for eight. Despite
the MI bowlers repeating
their DC counterparts’ he-
roics, Shreyas (33 n.o., 33b,
2x4) and Ashwin (20 n.o.,
21b, 1x6) registered the high-
est partnership of the match

KKR has
everything
to play for

SPORTS BUREAU
sprightly Kolkata
Knight Riders will face

a battered Sunrisers Hyde-

rabad in Dubai on Sunday.

KKR now needs to win
both its remaining matches
to stand a chance of reach-
ing the playoffs. Its aggres-
sive makeover has revived
fortunes in the second leg.

Venkatesh Iyer’s inclusion

has provided the impetus

in the PowerPlay. Dinesh

Karthik’s evolution as a

middle-order finisher has

helped.
It is not clear if Andre

Russell and Lockie Fergu-

son will be available.

Top of the

RUTURAJ GAIKWAD (CSK)
Matches: 12 | Runs: 508
HS: 101 n.o. | SR: 140.33

PURPLE CAP
HARSHAL PATEL (RCB
Matches: 11 | Wickets: 26
BB: 5/27 | Econ: 8.57

After the RR-CSK match on Oct. 2

CM
K

charts -
ORANGE CAP k

(unbroken 39 off 36b) to
see their team home.

Change of pace was the
motto for pacers on a sul-
try afternoon. When Shim-
ron Hetmyer joined a
spree of batsmen to fall in
the trap, top-edging Jasprit
Bumrah to Rohit Sharma at
covers, Delhi was in a spot of
bother. With 37 required off
41 balls and six batters back
in the hut, Shreyas looked to
Ashwin to hang in there with
him.

With the asking rate not
too steep, the duo played
risk-free cricket, Shreyas ex-
ploiting every loose ball of-
fered by Nathan Coulter-Nile
and Bumrah. Ashwin, fitting-
ly, finished the match off the
first ball of the last over, a

Upbeat Kohli's RCB eyes playoffs

SPORTS BUREAU

oyal Challengers Banga-

lore will look to secure its
second successive berth in
the IPL playoffs when it
meets Punjab Kings at the
Sharjah Cricket Stadium on
Sunday. RCB (14 points) is
coming off two convincing
wins, against Mumbai In-
dians and Rajasthan Royals,
kindling hopes of a maiden
IPL title in Virat Kohli’s last
season as skipper.

Central to this is Glenn
Maxwell’s inspired form that
has fetched back-to-back fif-
ties. With A.B. de Villiers yet
to fire, the possibilities seem
immense for RCB. Harshal
Patel’s league-leading 26
wickets and Yuzvendra Cha-

SCOREBOARD

MUMBAI INDIANS
Rohit Sharma c Rabada b
Avesh 7 (10b, 1x4), Quinton de
Kock ¢ Nortje b Axar 19 (18b,
1x4, 1x6), Suryakumar Yadav c
Rabada b Axar 33 (26b, 2x4,
2x6), Saurabh Tiwary c Pant b
Axar 15 (18b, 1x4), Kieron Pol-
lard b Nortje 6 (9b), Hardik
Pandya b Avesh 17 (18b, 2x4),
Krunal Pandya (not out) 13 (75b,
1x4, 1x6), Nathan Coulter-Nile
b Avesh 1 (2b), Jayant Yadav c
Smith b Ashwin 11 (4b, 1x4,
1x6), Jasprit Bumrah (not out) 1
(1b); Extras (w-5, nb-1): 6; Total
(for eight wkts. in 20 overs):
129.
FALL OF WICKETS
1-8 (Rohit, 1.5 overs), 2-37
(de Kock, 6.2), 3-68 (Suryaku-
mar, 10.3), 4-80 (Saurabh,
12.5), 5-87 (Pollard, 14.1), 6-
109 (Hardik, 18.1), 7-11
(Coulter-Nile, 18.4), 8-122 (Jay-
ant, 19.2).
CAPITALS BOWLING
Nortje 4-1-19-1, Avesh 4-0-
15-3, Ashwin 4-0-41-1, Rabada
4-0-33-0, Axar 4-0-21-3.
DELHI CAPITALS
Prithvi Shaw lbw b Krunal 6
(7b, 1x4), Shikhar Dhawan run
out 8 (7b, 1x6), Steve Smith b
Coulter-Nile 9 (8b, 1x6), Rish-
abh Pant c Hardik b Jayant 26
(22b, 3x4, 1x6), Shreyas lyer

slog sweep off left-arm spin-
ner Krunal Pandya sailing
over the fence for his first
boundary.

While Avesh Khan’s pace
turned out to be too hot to
handle for MI at the start and
the death, Anrich Nortje’s
back-of-the-hand slower
balls had the high-profile
batting line-up searching for
answers.

Axar Patel’s spin did the
trick in the middle overs, as
he dismissed Quinton de

(not out) 33 (33b, 2x4), Axar
Patel Llbw b Boult 9 (9b, 1x4),
Shimron Hetmyer c¢ Rohit b
Bumrah 15 (8b, 2x4), R. Ashwin
(not out) 20 (21b, 1x6); Extras
(lb-2, w-4): 6; Total (for six
wkts. in 19.1 overs): 132.
FALL OF WICKETS

1-14 (Dhawan, 1.6), 2-15
(Shaw, 2.4), 3-30 (Smith, 4.1),
4-57 (Pant, 8.2), 5-77 (Axar,
11.4), 6-93 (Hetmyer, 13.1),

MUMBAI INDIANS BOWLING

Boult 4-0-24-1, Jayant 4-0-
31-1, Krunal 2.1-0-18-1, Bumrah
4-0-29-1, Coulter-Nile 4-0-
19-1, Pollard 1-0-9-0.
Toss: DC; MoM: Axar.

Capitals won by four wickets
with five balls to spare.

Innings scan

54 Dots 45

Next assignment

DC: Oct. 4 vs CSK
Dubai, 7.30 p.m. IST

MiI: Oct. 5 vs RR
Sharjah, 7.30 p.m. IST

Kock, Suryakumar Yadav
and Saurabh Tiwary to ex-
pose the lower middle-order
to the pacers yet again.

Had it not been for Jayant
Yadav, who replaced Rahul
Chahar, and Krunal tonking
a six each off Ashwin in the
last over, MI would have
struggled to set a target of
130. But Ashwin made up for
his bowling with a courage-
ous display with the bat to
help Capitals continue their
stupendous run.

e

Max impact: The Australian will look to continue his-éood
form when RCB takes on PBKS. =sportzpics/ipL

hal’s wily wrist spin have en-
sured that RCB remains well-
rounded.

PBKS, on the other hand,
has blown hot and cold. But
Friday’s five-wicket win over
Kolkata Knight Riders should

TODAY’S MATCHES

3 & 2 .
’:’l r %'-__ & ‘
k) k 2
T N 4 VSI Y
e

SHARJAH, 3.30 P.M. IST
HEAD-TO-HEAD

DUBAI, 7.30 P.M. IST
HEAD-TO-HEAD

Played: 27 Played: 20
RCB 12 | PBKS (B KKR @ | SRHE@
In 2021 In 2021

Played1|RCB O | PBKS 1

Played 1| KKR 1| SRH O

STAR SPORTS 1 & SS SELECT 1(SD & HD)

»

help, for the K.L Rahul-led
outfit (10 points) found a way
to end on the right side of a
capricious encounter and re-
main in the race for the
playoffs.

However, Nicholas Poo-

~ el

when she had Pooja brilliant-
ly caught by Mooney at gully.
Perry thus became the only
woman cricketer with 5,000
international runs and 300
wickets.

(") The pink ball, I
found, moves

initially but not as much as

the red one once it gets

older

POOJA

SCOREBOARD

INDIA — IST INNINGS
Smriti Mandhana ¢ McGrath b
Gardner 127 (216b, 22x4, 1x6),
Shafali Verma c McGrath b
Molineux 31 (64b, 4x4), Punam
Raut ¢ Healy b Molineux 36
(165b, 2x4), Mithali Raj run out
30 (86b, 5x4), Yastika Bhatia c
Mooney b Perry 19 (40b, 3x4),
Deepti Sharma lbw b Campbell
66 (167b, 8x4), Taniya Bhatia ¢
Healy b Campbell 22 (75b, 3x4),
Pooja Vastrakar ¢ Mooney b
Perry 13 (48b, 2x4), Jhulan Gos-
wami (not out) 7 (5b, 1x4),
Meghna Singh (not out) 2 (6b);
Extras (b-3, lb-6, w-13, nb-2):
24; Total (for eight wkts. decl.
in 145 overs): 377.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-93 (Shafali, 25.1 overs), 2-195
(Smriti, 68.1), 3-217 (Punam,
80.4), 4-261 (Yastika, 92.5), 5-
274 (Mithali, 98.1), 6-319 (Tan-
iya, 126.2), 7-359 (Pooja, 142.3),
8-369 (Deepti, 143.4).

AUSTRALIA BOWLING

Perry 27-4-76-2, Brown 10-0-
49-0, Campbell 14-2-47-2, Mc-
Grath 16-3-40-0, Molineux 23-
8-45-2, Gardner 30-11-52-1,
Sutherland 17-6-31-0, Wareham
8-2-28-0.

AUSTRALIA — 1ST INNINGS
Alyssa Healy c Taniya b Jhulan
29 (66b, 3x4), Beth Mooney b
Jhulan 4 (16b), Meg Lanning
lbw b Pooja 38 (78b, 7x4),
Ellyse Perry (batting) 27 (98b,
3x4), Tahlia McGrath c Smriti b
Pooja 28 (68b, 4x4), Ashleigh
Gardner (batting) 13 (34b, 1x4);
Extras (Lb-3, w-1): 4; Total (for
four wkts. in 60 overs): 143.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-14 (Mooney, 6.4), 2-63 (Healy,
22.4), 3-80 (Lanning, 32.1), 4-
119 (McGrath, 49.4).

INDIA BOWLING
Jhulan 14-3-27-2, Meghna 11-1-
32-0, Pooja 16-6-31-2, Rajesh-
wari 12-1-36-0, Deepti
7-4-14-0.

Jaiswal and Dube keep Royals in the hunt

SPORTS BUREAU

ashasvi Jaiswal (50) and

Shivam Dube (64 n.o.)
clobbered the Chennai Sup-
er Kings bowlers with bril-
liant half-centuries to keep
Rajasthan Royals alive with a
six-wicket win in the Indian
Premier League at Abu Dha-
bi on Saturday. Chasing 190,
Jaiswal and Dube’s display of
brute power-hitting left the
CSK bowlers nowhere to
hide as Royals romped home
with 15 balls to spare.

Maiden ton by Ruturaj
The duo’s fireworks oversha-
dowed a fine maiden IPL
century by Ruturaj Gaikwad
(101 n.o., 60b, 9x4, 5x6) ear-
lier in the day that helped
CSK to what seemed like a
formidable total of 189 for
four after being asked to bat
first.

Jaiswal made full use of an
early reprieve — he was
dropped on 12 by Ambati
Rayudu. The stylish left-
handed opener went after
Josh Hazlewood slamming
him for three boundaries in
his first over.

In the fifth over, Jaiswal
again launched into the Aus-
tralian, with two sixes over
mid-wicket followed by a
four and another six down
the ground to bring up his fif-
ty off just 19 balls.

Jaiswal and fellow opener
Evin Lewis powered Royals
to 75 in just five overs.

Clean striking
After the fall of the openers
in quick succession, Dube
ensured Royals stayed on
course as he put his big
frame to good use with some
clean striking.

The all-rounder struck
down the ground against the

berth

ran’s form will be a worry
with the Caribbean big-hitter
totalling just 22 runs in the
last three matches.

But Shahrukh Khan, play-
ing his first match of the se-
cond leg, showed glimpses
of his bona fide ability as a
T20 finisher with a nine-ball
22 against KKR.

Arshdeep Singh (16 wick-
ets) and Mohammad Shami
(15 wickets) lead a bowling
attack that continues to be
potent.

This being an afternoon
match, heat is set to be more
of a factor, especially for the
side fielding first.

Sharjah has thus far been
a low-scoring venue, making
the contest all the more in-
teresting.

POINTS TABLE
Team | M w PTS
Chennai Super Kings (Q) 12 9 3 18 0.829
Delhi Capitals (Q) 12 9 3 18 0.551
Royal Challengers n 7 4 14 | -0.200
Kolkata Knight Riders 12 5 7 10 0.302
Punjab Kings 12 5 7 10 | -0.236
Rajasthan Royals 12 5 7 10 | -0.337
Mumbai Indians 12 5 7 10 | -0.453
Sunrisers Hyderabad (E) 1 2 9 4 -0.490

After the RR-CSK match on Oct. 2

Q: Qualified; E: Eliminated

=i e Oy
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spinners Ravindra Jadeja
and Moeen Ali, smashing
three sixes early on in his in-
nings. Along with skipper
Sanju Samson (28), Dube ad-
ded 89 for the third wicket as
the CSK bowlers struggled
with the dew factor.

Royals’ fifth win of the
season helped it move to

sixth in the table and stay in
the hunt.

Earlier, Ruturaj started
with a crisp straight drive
down the ground off the first
ball of the innings and ended
it with a slog over mid-wicket
to bring up his ton off the last
ball of the innings.

In between, Ruturaj un-

Silken assault: Ruturaj was all elegance in his century knock, but it was not enough for CSK.

T S

leashed some breathtaking
strokes, but his knock went
in vain.

Next assignment

CSK: Oct. 4 vs DC
Dubai, 7.30 p.m. IST

RR: Oct. 5 vs MI
Sharjah, 7.30 p.m. IST

SCOREBOARD

CHENNAI SUPER KINGS
Ruturaj Gaikwad (not out) 101
(60b, 9x4, 5x6), Faf du Plessis
st. Samson b Tewatia 25 (19b,
2x4, 1x6), Suresh Raina c Dube
b Tewatia 3 (5b), Moeen Ali st.
Samson b Tewatia 21 (17b, 1x4,
1x6), Ambati Rayudu c Phillips
b Sakariya 2 (4b), Ravindra
Jadeja (not out) 32 (15b, 4x4,
1x6); Extras (w-5): 5; Total (for
four wkts. in 20 overs): 189.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-47 (du Plessis, 6.5 overs), 2-
57 (Raina, 8.3), 3-114 (Moeen,
14.3), 4-134 (Rayudu, 16.2).
ROYALS BOWLING
Akash 4-0-39-0, Sakariya 4-0-
31-1, Mustafizur 4-0-51-0, Te-

Three Indian
pairs through

SPORTS BUREAU
DOHA

Three Indian pairs made it
to the quarterfinals of the
Asian table tennis cham-
pionships here on Satur-
day.

The results:

Doubles (pre-quarterfinals)
Men: Manav & Harmeet bt
Naif Al Jadai & Al-Abbad Ab-
dulaziz (KSA) 11-4, 11-9, 11-9;
Sharath & Sathiyan bt Kirill
Gerassimenko & Alan Kur-
mangatiev (Kaz) 11-9, 11-6, 9-
1, 8-11, 11-7.

Women: Sutirtha & Ayhika bt
Chen Szu-Yu & Ali Yu-Jhun
(Tpe) 11-9, 12-10, 8-11, 11-9;
Doo Hoi Kem & Lee Ho Ching
(HKG) bt Sreeja Akula & Ar-
chana Kamath 12-10, 11-7, 10-
12,15-13.

watia 4-0-39-3, Markande 3-0-
26-0, Phillips 1-0-3-0
RAJASTHAN ROYALS

Evin Lewis ¢ Hazlewood b
Shardul 27 (12b, 2x4, 2x6),
Yashasvi Jaiswal ¢ Dhoni b Asif
50 (21b, 6x4, 3x6), Sanju Sam-
son ¢ Ruturaj b Shardul 28 (24b,
4x4), Shivam Dube (not out) 64
(42b, 4x4, 4x6), Glenn Phillips
(not out) 14 (8b, 1x4, 1x6); Ex-
tras (lb-1, w-4, nb-2): 7; Total
(for three wkts. in 17.3 overs):
190.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-77 (Lewis, 5.2), 2-81
(Jaiswal, 6.1), 3-170 (Samson,
15.4).

SUPER KINGS BOWLING

Chelsea on

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON

Late goals by Timo Werner
and Ben Chilwell sent Chel-
sea to the top of the Premier
League after a 3-1 win over
10-man Southampton on
Saturday.

Important results:

Premier League: Manchester
United 1 (Martial 43) drew with
Everton 1 (Townsend 65);
Chelsea 3 (Chalobah 9, Werner
84, Chilwell 89) bt Southamp-
ton 1 (Ward-Prowse 61-pen).
LaLiga: Osasuna 1 (Sanchez
90+1) bt Rayo Vallecano O;
Real Mallorca 1 (Baba 74) bt
Levante O.

Bundesliga: Borussia Dort-
mund 2 (Guerreiro 10-pen,
Brandt 51) bt Augsburg 1 (Zeqi-
ri 35); VfL Wolfsburg 1
(Waldschmidt 24) lost to Bo-

Sam Curran 4-0-55-0,
Hazlewood 4-0-54-0, Shardul
4-0-30-2, Asif 2.1-0-18-1, Mo-
een 2.2-0-23-0, Jadeja
1-0-9-0.

Toss: RR; MoM: Ruturaj.

Royals won by seven wickets

with 15 balls to spare.

Innings scan

33 Dots 32

16 17

S E
PP

RR

top

russia Moenchengladbach 3
(Embolo 5, Hofmann 7, Scally
90+5); VB Stuttgart 3 (Kempf
18, Mavropanos 60, Massimo
81) bt Hoffenheim 1 (Bruun
Larsen 84); Hertha Berlin 1
(Piatek 70) SC Freiburg 2 (Lien-
hart 17, Petersen 78).

India finishes with silver

SPORTS BUREAU
SITGES (SPAIN)

Favourite Russia stopped In-
dia 2-0 to regain the FIDE
World women’s team chess
title on Saturday. For India,
the fourth seed, the silver is
the first medal in this pre-
mier championship.

The results (final): Set 1: Rus-
sia bt India 2.5-1.5 (Aleksandra

Goryachkina lost to D. Harika;
Alexandra Kosteniuk bt R.
Vaishali; Kateryna Lagno bt
Bhakti Kulkarni; Alina Kashlin-
skaya drew with Mary Ann
Gomes).

Set 2: India lost to Russia 1-3
(Harika drew with Goryachki-
na; Vaishali drew with Kosteni-
uk; Tania Sachdev lost to Lag-
no; Mary lost to Alina

Kashlinskaya).

Australia Women vs India
Women: Only Test, day 4,

Sony Ten 3 & Sony Six (SD &
HD), 9.30 a.m.

IPL 2021: Star Sports 1 & SS
Select 1(SD & HD), 3.30 p.m.
& 7.30 p.m.

Durand Cup: Sony Ten 2 (SD
& HD), 6 p.m.

Premier League: SS Select 2
(SD & HD), 6.30 p.m. & 9
p.m.

A ND-NDE



