
Chinese patrolling
slightly up in east: Army
TENGA (ARUNACHAL PRADESH)

There has been a marginal
increase in Chinese patrols in
the eastern sector along the
Line of Actual Control, , said
Lt. Gen. Manoj Pande, General
Officer Commanding-in-Chief,
Eastern Army Command.
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Customer flags Zomato
support staff’s behaviour
CHENNAI

Online food aggregator
Zomato was widely criticised
on Tuesday after a support
staff told a customer from
Tamil Nadu that everyone
should speak a little Hindi.
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A.P. may rope in Central
Vista architect Bimal
Patel to design capitals
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Scrap unnecessary
paperwork, PM tells
govt. departments
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U.S. chief interlocutor
for Afghanistan Zalmay
Khalilzad steps down 
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India takes on Australia
in its second T20 World
Cup warm-up match 
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Forty-two more people were
reported killed in Uttarak-
hand’s Kumaon region on
Tuesday as several houses
collapsed following the in-
cessant downpour, taking
the toll due to rain-related in-
cidents to 47.

The connectivity to Naini-
tal was restored in the even-
ing after hours of struggle
amid inclement weather, of-
ficials said.

“The number of casualties
in the Kumaon region alone
has crossed 40,” DIG Nilesh
Anand Bharne said.

Twenty-eight people were
killed in Nainital district, six
each in Almora and Champa-
wat, and one each in Pitho-
ragarh and Udham Singh Na-
gar districts, the official said.

Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami undertook an
aerial survey of the rain-hit
areas and also interacted
with the affected people.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi spoke to Mr. Dhami on

the phone and assured him
of all help.

Interacting with the disas-
ter-affected people in Rudra-
prayag, Nainital and Udham
Singh Nagar districts, Mr.
Dhami said people need to
have patience in this hour of

crisis. The Chief Minister an-
nounced compensation of ₹4
lakh each to the next of kin
of those killed in rain-related
incidents.

DIG Bharne said that des-
pite bad weather and conti-
nuing showers, the blocked

roads in Nainital were
cleared. With connectivity
restored, stranded tourists
began to leave for their desti-
nations through Kaladhungi
and Haldwani, he said.

Uttarakhand rain toll touches 47
Most rivers in spate, Kumaon worst hit; access to battered Nainital restored 

Press Trust of India

Dehradun/Nainital

Rattled hills: An under-construction bridge over a river at Chalthi in Almora district 
of Uttarakhand, which collapsed on Tuesday. * AFP
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A sizeable number of eligible
COVID-19 vaccination benef-
iciaries have not received
their second dose, and the
States have been asked to fo-
cus on this, Union Health Se-
cretary Rajesh Bhushan has
said. 

He reviewed the progress
of vaccination with senior
health officials of the States
and the Union Territories
(UTs) earlier this week.

The country launched the
vaccination programme on
January 16. 

Mr. Bhushan noted that
the nation was close to admi-
nistering a billion doses. Ma-
ny States had adequate dos-
es to vaccinate those
awaiting the second dose.
“The Central Government is
in a position to provide addi-
tional vaccine doses to the
States/UTs so that they can

complete the second dose
vaccination. We also need to
improve the momentum of
the vaccination drive.” 

The Health Ministry said
the Government had ad-
vised the States and the UTs
to identify and prioritise dis-
tricts having low coverage
for focused action. 

The Ministry pointed out
that it was in the process of
reviewing international tra-
vel guidelines in consulta-
tion with all stakeholders,
including the Ministry of
Home Affairs, the Bureau of
Immigration, the Ministry of
Civil Aviation, and the Minis-
try of External Affairs. 

‘Govt. ready to give more doses to States to step up drive’

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

Many people yet to get
second dose, says Centre

When candy giant Mars Wri-
gley carried out a mass re-
call of several batches of its
Crispy M&Ms across Europe
this August, it was due to the
use of one ingredient: rice
flour with genetically modi-
fied (GM) contamination
that allegedly originated in
India, according to notifica-
tions on the European Com-
mission’s rapid alert system.

However, the Commerce
Ministry pointed out that
GM rice is not grown com-
mercially in India, let alone
exported, and promised a
thorough enquiry by its agri-
cultural exports authority.
The Ministry alleged that
the case was a “futile con-
spiracy to malign the image
of India as a reliable food se-
curity provider”.

Worried farmers’ groups
and environmental acti-
vists, however, noted that
multiple GM rice varieties
had been approved for con-
fined field trials, and
warned that any cross-con-

tamination could dampen
the country’s agricultural
export ambitions.

India’s annual rice ex-
ports amount to 18 million
tonnes worth ₹65,000
crore, and reach more than
75 countries, according to
the Ministry.

According to the Euro-
pean Commission’s Rapid
Alert System for Food and
Feed, 500 tonnes of broken
rice imported from India
and converted into rice
flour by a French company
named Westhove was
flagged during a regular
check. 

On June 21, France issued
a notification for unauthor-
ised genetically modified
rice flour, identifying India
as the point of origin and
alerted Austria, Belgium,
the Czech Republic, Germa-
ny, Italy, Netherlands, Po-
land, Spain, the United
Kingdom and the U.S. as
possible destinations of pro-
ducts made with the flour.

No GM rice grown in India: Ministry

EU food recall linked
to GM rice from India 

Priscilla Jebaraj

NEW DELHI
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Thousands of migrant work-
ers fleeing Kashmir along
with their families queued
up outside ticket counters of
railway stations and bus
stops here on Tuesday, with
the targeted killing of minor-
ities and non-locals by terro-
rists triggering an exodus.

Security in and around
railway stations and bus
stands in Jammu and Ud-
hampur had been tightened
as a precautionary measure
as people had been arriving
in large numbers, desperate

to leave, and more were on
the way, officials said.

According to rough esti-
mates, three lakh to four
lakh migrant labourers —

most of them Hindus from
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Chhat-
tisgarh, Jharkhand and Utta-
rakhand — come to the Val-
ley every year in early March

and return before the onset
of winter in November. But
the selective killings over the
last fortnight have triggered
panic, forcing them to leave
earlier. 

Poonch operation 
Meanwhile, as the counter-
insurgency operation in the
forest belt of Jammu and
Kashmir’s twin border dis-
tricts of Poonch and Rajouri
entered the ninth day, public
announcements were made
from local mosques in the
Mendhar area asking resi-
dents to stay indoors, offi-
cials said, as the security
forces were preparing a final
assault.

Killings spark migrant flight from J&K
Security tightened
around railway
stations, bus stops

Panic mode: Migrant labourers arriving at a bus stand in
Jammu on Tuesday to return home. * PTI

Press Trust of India

Jammu
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Former Punjab Chief Minister
and Congress leader Amarin-
der Singh on Tuesday an-
nounced that he would
launch his political party, say-
ing that an alliance with the
BJP was on the cards if the
farmers’ concerns were
resolved.

Like-minded parties
Capt. Singh (retd.), who had
quit as CM saying that he had
been “humiliated”, said he
was willing to work with like-
minded parties, including
breakaway Akali Dal groups.

“The battle for Punjab’s fu-
ture is on. Will soon announce

the launch of my own politi-
cal party to serve the inter-
ests of Punjab & its people,
including our farmers
who’ve been fighting for
their survival for over a
year,” said Capt. Singh, as
quoted by his media adviser
Raveen Thukral on Twitter. 

In another tweet, he said,
“Hopeful of a seat arrange-
ment with @BJP4India in
2022 Punjab Assembly polls
if #FarmersProtest is re-
solved in farmers’ interest.
Also looking at alliance with
like-minded parties such as
breakaway Akali groups, par-
ticularly Dhindsa & Brahm-
pura factions”

“I will not rest till I can se-
cure the future of my people
and my state. Punjab needs
political stability and protec-
tion from internal & external
threats. I promise my people
I will do what it takes to en-
sure peace and security,
which is today at stake,” he
added.

Amarinder to launch own party
‘Open to seat arrangement with BJP if farmers’ issue resolved’

Special Correspondent

Chandigarh

Captain Amarinder Singh

Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on
Tuesday announced that
40% of the candidates field-
ed by the party for the 2022

Uttar Pradesh Assembly
election would be women.

However, she was non-
committal on whether she
would contest.

“I have not taken this de-
cision yet. There is still some

time for the election. I will
think about this and take a
decision,” Ms. Vadra said at
a press conference in the
State capital.

special correspondent

LUCKNOW

‘40% Cong. candidates in U.P. will be women’

DETAILS ! PAGE 9

A fisherman from Kottaipat-
tinam in Pudukottai district
reportedly died after falling
into the sea when his boat
collided with a Sri Lankan
naval vessel on Monday.
Two other fishermen on the
boat were detained by Sri
Lankan naval personnel on
the charge of crossing the
International Maritime
Boundary Line (IMBL).

Rajkiran, 30, Suganthan,
23, and Arockia Xavier, 32,
of Kottaipattinam, had ven-
tured into the sea on Mon-
day, said sources.

T.N. man drowns
after boat rams
Lankan vessel 
C. Jaisankar 
Meera Srinivasan

PUDUKOTTAI/COLOMBO

CONTINUED ON ! PAGE 8
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CITY

The air quality of the city
slightly deteriorated to “sa-
tisfactory” level on Tues-
day, from “good” category
on Monday and is expected
to remain in the same level
for a day, as per official da-
ta. 

“Local land surfaces are
wet and so dust re-suspen-
sion is the minimum,
which leads to low PM10
[one of the major pollu-
tants]. Presence of western
disturbance has led to scat-
tered rainfall over north In-
dia and related low bio-
mass burning. This
condition improved AQI
with low PM2.5 [another
pollutant],” government-
run monitoring agency SA-
FAR said. 

The AQI of Delhi was 69
on Tuesday, up from 46 on
Monday, as per the Central
Pollution Control Board’s 4
p.m. bulletin, which is an
average of the past 24
hours and considered the
day’s AQI. Air pollution
spikes during the winter
chiefly due to a combined
effect of stubble burning
and climatic conditions.

Capital’s 
air quality
deteriorates
Staff Reporter 

New Delhi 

The Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) has im-
posed ₹90 lakh penalty on
286 construction sites,
which were found violating
dust control norms since Oc-
tober 7, according to author-
ities. The government has al-
so warned of serious
repercussions if rules to con-
trol dust are not followed.

“DPCC teams have visited
1,105 construction sites so
far and norms are being fol-
lowed at most sites. Citizens
are actively bolstering our
efforts,” said Environment
Minister Gopal Rai, adding
that all teams have been in-
structed to submit daily re-
ports. “Instructions have al-
so been given that strict
action should be taken
against every single agency
causing dust pollution, so
that it can be controlled,” he
added.

The Delhi government
has been running an anti-
dust campaign since Octob-
er 7. Thirty-one teams have
been formed and they are
working in different areas to
monitor whether construc-

tion agencies are following
guidelines issued by the
government.

“The Delhi government
has also launched the Green
Delhi app so that if people
see any kind of pollution,
then they can complain to
the government through it.
Immediate action is taken
on the complaints received.
It is an appeal to all the peo-
ple to download the app on
their mobile phones,” Mr.
Rai said.

DPCC imposes ₹90L fine
on 286 construction sites
Penalty for violating dust control norms

Staff Reporter 

New Delhi 

<> Instructions have
also been given that
strict action should
be taken against
every single agency
causing dust
pollution

Gopal Rai

Enviornment Minister

The dreams of a 24-year-old
woman aspiring to become a
make-up artist and model
were shattered when she was
stabbed to death allegedly by
a man suspected to be in un-
requited love with her. The
incident occurred late on
Monday night in Dwarka’s
Bindapur area.

Dolly Babbar, who was
fondly called Kishu by her fa-
mily and friends, was
stabbed at least three times,
barely a few metres away
from her house. 

At Om Vihar crematorium,
recalling the events of Mon-
day night, Dolly’s father Su-
darshan Kumar Babbar, an
auto driver, said that around
11.30 p.m., Dolly told her
grandmother that she was
leaving for her friend’s cake-
cutting function in Uttam Na-
gar’s Om Vihar and would be
back in an hour.

However, the police woke
the family up around 2.30

a.m. and took them to the
spot. “I saw my daughter
bleeding and sitting on the
road face down. I don’t know
whether she was alive or
dead but the police called for
an ambulance, which came
an hour late and we just kept
sitting there looking at her
body from a distance,” said
Mr. Babbar, criticising the
police for keeping them in
the dark. “What if she was
alive and the police didn’t
call the ambulance on time?”
he asked.

Later, neighbours narrated
the incident to the family,
which the CCTV corroborat-
ed. “In the CCTV footage,

three men are visible. We
know all of them as they stay
in the same area and have
been friends with Kishu. One
of them attacked her with a
knife after which she ran to-
wards our street, bleeding
from her arm. She then
called her friend for help.
Within minutes, this man re-
turned and struck her again.
The three of them then fled,”
Mr. Babbar said.

According to the family,
the two men, who were seen
with the prime suspect, were
close to Dolly and she used to
tie rakhis on their wrists.
When the man attacked her,
she was hiding behind the
other two, the family said.
Neighbours have also told
them that she was fighting
with someone over the
phone. “When people saw
her crying for help, no one
came out of their house,” her
father said.

“She called her friend for
help, who then immediately
alerted us. But my wife was

half asleep and didn’t take it
seriously,” Mr. Babbar said,
crying. “Now, she [mother]
will not be able to forgive her-
self,” he said. Dolly was de-
clared brought dead at the
hospital.

Motive unclear

DCP (Dwarka) Shankar
Chaudhary said the motive
remained unclear and they
could ascertain it only after
the three suspects are in their
custody. However, it is sus-
pected that the victim and
the prime accused were in a
relationship and he was up-
set that she wasn’t with him
anymore. The police said
they are yet to ascertain
whether the murder was
planned or happened on the
spur of the moment.

Dolly’s family said they
had planned to get her mar-
ried to the man she liked, in
less than a year. “He was the
one she had called for help.
He has also given his state-
ment,” Mr. Babbar said.

Aspiring model stabbed to death
Police suspect it to be a case of unrequited love; victim was attacked near her house

Hemani Bhandari

NEW DELHI

Dolly Babbar

The city reported one new
COVID-19 death in 24 hours
— first death in nine days —
and the total number of
deaths stood at 25,090, as
per a bulletin released by
the Delhi government on
Tuesday. 

Thirty-six new cases
were reported, taking the
total cases to 14,39,441. A to-
tal of 58,729 tests were done
in a day and the test positiv-
ity rate was 0.06%.

Of the total cases,
14,14,029 people have reco-
vered and there are 322 ac-
tive cases. The number of
people under home isola-
tion stands at 103.

After 8 days,
city sees first
virus death 
Staff Reporter

New Delhi 

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
on Tuesday alleged that the
criminal negligence of the
BJP-ruled municipal corpora-
tions was responsible for the
rising dengue cases in the ci-
ty. It also accused BJP leaders
of pocketing the money
meant for purchasing medi-
cines and machines to fight
the vector-borne disease. 

“The BJP-ruled corpora-
tions have the responsibility
to prevent malaria and den-
gue under the DMC Act. But
they have washed their
hands of that responsibility.
Not a single step has been ta-

ken in time to arrest the
spread of dengue, and as a
result, cases are on the rise in
Delhi,” AAP MLA Atishi said. 

The AAP leader said it is
mandatory to have 10-15
breeding checkers for every
ward. “More than 70% posts
are vacant in the anti-malaria
department of the corpora-
tions due to misgovernance
and corruption by the BJP,”
she said. 

Ms. Atishi further said that
at least one fogging machine
is required in every ward, but
the corporations do not have
adequate machines. “Where
did the money allocated for
the machines in the budget

go? The South Delhi civic bo-
dy has 104 wards, but there
are only 16 fogging ma-
chines” she said.

Reacting to the allega-
tions, Delhi BJP spokesper-
son Praveen Shankar Kapoor
said “nothing can be more
shameful” than Ms. Atishi’s
statement that the corpora-
tions are not doing anything
to check the spread of den-
gue and malaria in the city.

Mr. Kapoor urged the AAP
leader to ask the CM to “stop
wasting money on advertis-
ing” and instead help the cor-
porations financially to bet-
ter control the spread of
dengue and malaria.

CM should stop spending on advertising, help civic bodies: BJP

Staff Reporter

New Delhi 

AAP blames corporations’ ‘criminal
negligence’ for rising dengue cases

Five people, including a
bank employee, have been
arrested for allegedly si-
phoning off ₹1.35 crore
from the account of a Ger-
many-based NRI, the police
said on Tuesday. The ac-
cused have been identified
as Sumit Pandey (24), Shai-
lenda Pratap Singh (42),
Neelam (32), Jagdamba Pra-
sad Pandey (22), and
Adarsh Jaiswal (23).

According to the police,
in November last year, Ka-
nika Girdhar, an NRI resid-
ing in Germany, ap-
proached them saying that
₹1.35 crore had been si-
phoned off from her ac-
count with a private bank
in Rajindar Nagar. When
she approached the bank,
she was told that a person
who introduced himself as
Vishal, her brother, had
collected her fresh cheque
book and ATM card, but
she had never requested
the bank to issue anything.

During investigation, the
involvement of Mr. Sumit
Pandey, an employee of the
bank, was revealed follow-
ing which he was arrested.
He told the police that after
he got to know about the
amount in Ms. Girdhar’s ac-
count, he shared this with
Mr. Singh.

Mr. Singh set up a fake
construction company in
Faridabad and hired 10 la-
bourers, and got their ac-
counts opened in different
banks. “He got the mobile
number registered with Ms.
Girdhar’s account reissued
in that of a labourer and in-
stalled the internet banking
app on this SIM,” Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Central) Shweta Chauhan
said. Ms. Neelam, posing as
Ms. Girdhar, then request-
ed the bank’s customer
care to reissue the cheque
book and ATM card.

Five held for
siphoning off
₹1.35 cr. from
NRI’s account
Staff Reporter

New Delhi
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Timings

DELHI

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 20

RISE 06:25 SET 17:47

RISE 17:51 SET 05:55

THURSDAY, OCT. 21

RISE 06:26 SET 17:46

RISE 18:21 SET 06:50

FRIDAY, OCT. 22

RISE 06:26 SET 17:45

RISE 18:54 SET 07:45

The Andhra Pradesh Go-
vernment is likely to rope
in Bimal Patel, the archi-
tect of the Central Vista in
New Delhi, for its tri-city
spread of government of-
fices and Assembly build-
ings, with the executive
branch in the port city of
Visakhapatnam.

“The Andhra Pradesh
Government plans to shift
its executive wing, includ-
ing the Chief Minister’s Of-
fice, to Visakhapatnam.
There is a court case with
regard to some plans that
need to be sorted out, but
the tri-city plans are still
on,” said a senior State offi-
cial. 

The land acquired in
Amaravati would be used
to set up Assembly build-

ings, and the Andhra Pra-
desh High Court would
come up in Kurnool. 

“The Andhra Pradesh
Government has shortlist-
ed Patel’s firm for the pro-
ject as the company’s ex-
perience in public
buildings is commenda-
ble,” said the source. 

Speaking to The Hindu,

Mr. Patel said, “As of now,
we are doing a guest house
project for Andhra Pra-
desh. Government officials
said court cases needed to
be settled before anything
could go ahead formally.”

Mr. Patel is the man be-
hind the Central Vista pro-
ject redrawing the Parlia-
ment building and much
of the office space of the
Central Ministries. He de-
signed the Ahmedabad ri-
verfront project, and is
currently involved in the
redevelopment of Sabar-
mati Ashram, established
by Mahatma Gandhi.

Amaravati was earlier fi-
nalised as the capital of
Andhra Pradesh, and ex-
tensive land acquisition
was done. The election of
Jagan Mohan Reddy as CM
in 2019, however, led to a
change of plans. 

A.P. govt. likely to hire
Central Vista architect 
‘Company’s experience in public buildings commendable’ 
Nistula Hebbar 

Mahesh Langa

NEW DELHI/AHMEDABAD

Bimal Patel

Online food aggregator Zomato
was widely criticised on Tuesday
after a support staff told a cus-
tomer from Tamil Nadu that eve-
ryone should speak a little Hindi
since it was the national lan-
guage. 

Vikash, a customer, did not re-
ceive a food item he had ordered
on the Zomato app, and wanted a
refund. The customer care execu-
tive with whom he got in touch
told him on chat that it was taking
some time, and that language was
a barrier in getting across to the
restaurant that had left out the

order.
Mr. Vikash took to Twitter ask-

ing for a change in the attitude of
the food aggregator and its staff.
“Ordered food in Zomato and an
item was missed. Customer care
says amount can’t be refunded as
I didn’t know Hindi. Also takes
lesson that being an Indian I
should know Hindi. Tagged me a
liar as he didn’t know Tamil. @zo-
mato not the way you talk to a
customer. @zomatocare.” 

“Reject Zomato”, and “Hindi is
not our National Language”
trended for a few hours. 

A company spokesperson said
the refund had been made, and

the customer care agent had apol-
ogised to the customer. The com-
pany too issued an official apolo-
gy. Responding on Twitter,
Zomato said it had terminated the
services of the agent, who was ho-
wever reinstated after Mr. Vikash
said training must be provided to
customer care agents, and Tamils
were not out for vengeance.

Zomato also said it was build-
ing a Tamil version of its app. “We
have already localised marketing
communication in Tamil for the
State, and we are in the process of
building a local Tamil call/sup-
port centre in Coimbatore,” it
said.

Zomato comes under fire after
customer flags staff ’s behaviour
He says he was told that being an Indian, he must know Hindi

Special Correspondent

CHENNAIWith the India Meteorology
Department (IMD) warning
of another bout of heavy
rainfall in the run-up to the
northeast monsoon, the
Kerala Government sound-
ed an alert on Tuesday on
landslips and flooding. It
mobilised the administra-
tion for emergency res-
ponse and disaster relief.

A press note from the
Chief Minister’s Office di-
rected people residing in
high ranges and riverbanks
to be extremely cautious,
considering the possibility
of heavy rain from October
20 to 23. 

Noting that many parts of
the State were especially
prone to landslips, mud-
slides and overflowing riv-
ers during the last phase of
the southwest monsoon, it
said intense spells of rain
could unleash havoc.

As many as 11 National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) teams have been de-
ployed in various districts to
assist the administration,
along with two teams each
of the Indian Army and the
Defence Security Corps. Be-

sides, two helicopters of the
Indian Air Force and one of
the Navy are on standby. 

The Civil Defence Force
and volunteer corps have al-
so been alerted. 

An official press note said
the State Emergency Opera-
tions Centre had been aug-
mented, with representa-
tives of the Kerala State
Electricity Board, Irrigation
and Motor Vehicles Depart-
ments and the Army func-
tioning round the clock. Ta-
luk control rooms had been
opened in all districts. As
many as 3,071 buildings had
been identified for setting
up relief camps to accom-
modate over 4 lakh people. 

Kerala braces for more
rainfall from today
Residents along river banks cautioned 
Special Correspondent

Thiruvananthapuram

Helping hands: Fishermen
arriving at Aluva to help out
with rescue operations on
Tuesday. * THULASI KAKKAT 

The Union Government’s decision to en-
hance the powers of the Border Security
Force (BSF) in Punjab is yet another jolt to
the State, according to the State’s Techni-
cal Education Minister, Rana Gurjeet
Singh.

‘Pass a resolution’

Mr. Singh on Tuesday said he would re-
quest Chief Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi to convene a one-day session of
the Assembly to pass a resolution and to
take up the matter with the Centre to re-
consider the BSF jurisdiction extension
and also lead a delegation of all stakehol-
ders for a meeting with the Prime Minis-
ter. The State’s agriculture sector, espe-
cially in the border area, was already
under stress and extension of the BSF ju-
risdiction would further add to their diffi-
culties, he stated. 

“There is a dire need to reconsider the
jurisdiction issue in concurrence with the
State and grant special incentives on a par
with the northeastern States,” Rana Gur-
jeet Singh remarked.

On Monday, Chief Minister Channi de-
clared that his government would not ac-
cept the Centre’s decision on the BSF’s ju-
risdiction, which he termed was “against
the spirit of federalism.”

BSF issue yet another
jolt to Punjab: Minister 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

CHANDIGARH

The police have announced traffic di-
versions on NH 9 that will remain
closed till November 10 in the wake
of Ganga water pipeline repair
works. The vehicles would be per-

mitted to ply from Tigri round about
to Noida and Ghaziabad and vice
versa.

The repair work would be carried
out by the NHAI between Tigri cut
under pass and Rahul Vihar under-
pass.

NH-9 to remain shut till Nov. 10 
Press Trust of India

Ghaziabad
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S.VISWANATHAN (82Yrs), Retd.
D.E., BSNL, Famous Coffee, R.S.Pur-
am, Coimbatore passed away on
14.10.2021. Ct: 0422-2555500,
9739677781.
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Consequent to the high drama over
what is alleged to be a case of forced
conversion and the subsequent ar-
rest on Monday of a man accused by
right wing groups of carrying out
forcible conversions, members of
Christian organisations held a meet-
ing on Tuesday to decide on their
next course of action.

Members of Hindutva outfits dur-
ing their protest on Sunday night
said the accused, Somu Avaradi,
was carrying out forcible conver-
sions by offering money. They also
said he had abused the complai-
nant, Vishwanath, on caste lines.
Mr. Avaradi was arrested under pro-
visions of the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act.

However, members of the Chris-
tian community said the victims
were actually members of the Chris-

tian community and the pastor, and
the police had taken action against
the victims, while sparing the mem-
bers of the Hindutva outfits that had
manhandled members of the Chris-
tian community. When contacted,
executive a member of the Hubballi
Taluk Pastors Association, Reve-
rend Cedric Jacob, said the mem-
bers of the association and com-
munity leaders held a meeting on
Tuesday to decide their next course
of action. “Our community mem-
bers are the victims in this case. We
have not yet approached the Police
Commissioner. We plan to meet
him along with our counsel,” he ad-
ded. Meanwhile, in a viral video,
Mr. Avaradi, who the Christian com-
munity recognises as the pastor of
the Prayer House of All People’s
Church at Bhairidevarakoppa, is
seen clarifying that he had met the
complainant for the first time and
that no such conversion attempts
had taken place in the prayer hall. 

Police Commissioner Labhu Ram
said the police had not received any
complaint from the Christian com-
munity so far. 

Christian leaders hold
meeting after man is 
held for conversion 
Arrest comes after
members of Hindutva
groups stage stir

Special Correspondent

HUBBALLI

Baby elephant dies after falling into nullah 
KORBA

A three-year-old elephant died on Tuesday morning after
it fell into a nullah while trying to cross it in Chhattisgarh’s
Surajpur district, an official said. PTI

Amid festive season, the Maha-
rashtra government announced on
Tuesday that restaurants and ea-
teries can now remain open till
midnight. 

The deadline relaxation came a
day after Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray held a meeting with
State task force on COVID-19, also
attended by senior Ministers, in
which a decision was made to
further ease the restrictions im-
posed in the wake of the COVID-19
pandemic.

According to the notification,

other establishments such as
shops can also remain open till 11
p.m. Local district administrations
are being given authority to res-
trict timings further in accordance
with local requirements.

The State’s Agriculture depart-
ment too on Tuesday issued direc-
tions to reopen all agriculture un-
iversities and government as well
as private unaided agriculture col-
leges under its aegis from October
20. Agriculture Minister Dadaji
Bhuse said that the decision to reo-
pen all non-agriculture universities
and colleges from October 20 had
already been announced. 

Ahead of Deepavali, Maharashtra
relaxes timings for restaurants 
Staff Reporter

Mumbai
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EDITORIAL

Kashmir today
A country with a great
democratic set-up is now
reeling under the weight of
the immense pressure of
restoring peace and
harmony in the Kashmir
Valley. India has been a safe
abode for people of myriad
regional, religious and
linguistic backgrounds.
Unfortunately, this is fading
due to the gradual
emergence of
fundamentalists. We cannot
give up. We have to fight
tooth and nail against
religious fundamentalism
and terror. The central
government should go the

extra mile to oust militants
from the Valley and prevent
the massive exodus of the
Kashmiri Pandits.
Prabhakaran Vallath,

Vatakara, Kozhikode, Kerala

■ The Government had
claimed that terrorism in
Kashmir would end with the
dilution of Article 370.
Unfortunately, terror has
once again raised its ugly
head in Kashmir. The
political leadership in
Kashmir must be involved in
the peace process. The
Centre has so far treated
them as accomplices of
inimical elements. While

there are no easy solutions to
the problem, the
Government has to take all
stakeholders into
confidence.
Anthony Henriques,

Mumbai

A defence of Bollywood
Shashi Tharoor’s article on
Bollywood and Hindutva
(Editorial page, October 16),
left a reader wondering what
his message was. If at all
there is a connection in the
matters he has discussed, it
is probably in the realm
which Mr. Tharoor alone
understands. There is a pure
and simple case of a drug

seizure on board a luxury
cruise ship which is under
investigation. Some well
known persons are involved
and Mr. Tharoor would have
been correct had he said that
one should not be hasty in
condemning people before
knowing the truth. But he
appears to have gone
overboard and implied that
the episode is a smear
campaign against Bollywood.
Bollywood is not about
individuals and families. To
link a drug case (at least until
a clear verdict emerges) with
a smear campaign is odd. 
Yoganandh T.,

Salem, Tamil Nadu

Demonetisation played
havoc with the lives of many,
particularly the poor and the
elderly who were ignorant of
the implications of the
sudden implementation of
demonetisation. The last
line, “... that the currency
exchange was unlikely”,
sounds cold. The authorities
must try and help him live in
peace. There are sure to be
corporate organisations,
banks or the wealthy who
can treat this as a CSR
gesture.
Anna Mary Yvonne,

Chennai

Kerala floods
God’s own country is now
being battered by nature’s
fury. Long-term measures
such as monitoring the
Western Ghats for
deforestation and enabling
reforestation and also
keeping the State’s river
banks free of encroachments
may be needed.
N.J. Ravi Chander,

Bengaluru

Invalid notes
The report on the plight of a
blind destitute man in
Krishnagiri, Tamil Nadu,
who has demonetised notes
worth ₹65,000 is saddening.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

To read more letters
online, scan the QR code

Prasenjit Bose

T
he Narendra Modi govern-
ment has finally elaborated
on its reasons for not disclos-

ing the caste data collated in the
Socio-Economic and Caste Census
(SECC) 2011. The Government’s af-
fidavit filed in the Supreme Court
of India last month by the Union
Ministry of Social Justice and Em-
powerment — in response to a writ
petition by the Maharashtra go-
vernment — has also tried to ex-
plain away the exclusion of full
caste enumeration in the forth-
coming Census exercise, which is
expected to resume in 2022 after
the COVID-19 pandemic-induced
interruption. The official argu-
ments focus on the impracticabili-
ty of full caste enumeration, sug-
gesting that operational difficulties
are simply too overwhelming.

Overstating ‘mistakes’, ‘flaws’
As detailed in the affidavit, while
the total number of castes counted
in the 1931 Census was 4,147, the
SECC of 2011 returned over 46 lakh
caste names. Such a humongous
number of castes were returned
partly because Indian people use
the names of their caste, sub-
caste, clan, gotra and surnames in-
terchangeably. Moreover, the en-
umerators also got confused over
the spellings and classification of
the castes. The question is, if the
46 lakh caste names that were re-
turned in the SECC 2011 were the

results of “mistakes by the enum-
erators” or “inherent flaws in the
manner of conducting census” as
alleged in the official affidavit, why
could not those mistakes and flaws
be rectified in a decade? 

The Union Cabinet had appoint-
ed an Expert Committee headed
by the then NITI Aayog Vice-Chair-
man Arvind Panagariya in July
2015, charging it with the classifi-
cation of caste names returned in
SECC 2011. The Government’s affi-
davit admits that no other mem-
ber was appointed to the commit-
tee. Therefore, neither did the
committee ever meet nor did it ful-
fil its mandate in six years. Who is
responsible for this negligence?

The extent of errors in caste en-
umeration is also being exaggerat-
ed. The affidavit cites the example
of Maharashtra to show that while
the aggregate number of castes en-
listed in the central lists of Sche-
duled Castes (SC) and Scheduled
Tribes (ST) and the State list of
Other Backward Classes (OBC) is
494, the caste names returned by
the SECC 2011 for the State stood at
4.28 lakh. But the affidavit also
states that “99% of the castes en-
umerated had [a] population of
less than 100 persons”. Out of the
total population of 10.3 crore in
the State, 8.8 crore people could
be classified under 2,440 castes,
each having a population of over
1,000. Therefore, the proliferation
of caste names and the conse-
quent difficulty in their classifica-
tion have arisen not because of the
majority, but a tiny proportion of
the total population. 

This is further corroborated by
an action taken report on the re-
commendations of the Standing
Committee on Rural Development

on “BPL Survey (currently Socio
Economic & Caste Census, 2011)”.
In this report dated August 31,
2016, the Union government is qu-
oted as categorically stating that
the data errors on caste and reli-
gion in SECC 2011 accounted for
1.34 crore out of 118.64 crore peo-
ple, i.e., only around 1% of the to-
tal enumerated population. How
can the same government now
characterise the entire findings of
the caste census as “fraught with
mistakes and inaccuracies”? 

Complex, yet feasible
Population census in a vast and
uniquely diverse country such as
India cannot but be a complex ex-
ercise. Over the decades, the cen-
sus machinery has moved on a
learning curve, credibly enumer-
ating complicated categories such
as language and religion, which al-
so display considerable diversity.
For instance, as per Paper 1 of 2018
on the Language Census of 2011,
the number of initial raw returns
of mother tongues had totalled
19,569 for the entire country. Fol-
lowing scrutiny, editing and lin-
guistic grouping, these raw re-
turns were first rationalised into
1,369 mother tongues and subse-
quently classified on the basis of at
least 10,000 or more speakers for
22 scheduled and 99 non-sche-

duled languages, i.e., 121 languag-
es at the all-India level.

While caste appears to be an
even more complex category than
language in the Indian context,
technologies to enumerate and
analyse complex big data have be-
come easily accessible today. Yet,
the affidavit cites the absence of an
all-India Registry of Castes to rule
out the conduct of full caste enum-
eration in the forthcoming census.
Why could such a registry of castes
and tribes not be created till date
by the Union and State govern-
ments, acting together, by combin-
ing the central lists of SCs and STs
and the State lists of OBCs? 

The aggregate number of castes
and tribes included in those lists
would currently be around 5,000
at the all-India level. For any indi-
vidual State, the maximum num-
ber of castes cannot be above 500.
Rationalisation and classification
of the numerous raw caste returns
into a maximum of 500 castes at
the State level or around 5,000
castes at the all-India level, is emi-
nently feasible. Training manuals
for the enumerators can also be
drawn up on the basis of a single,
consolidated caste list for each
State.

This could have been attained
by the expert committee appoint-
ed by the Union cabinet by now,
but for its innate dysfunctionality.
Rather than rectifying its adminis-
trative failings, the Union govern-
ment is now citing it as evidence to
construct a theorem of logistical
impossibility.

Within the framework
The Government’s affidavit also
cites the absence of categorical
constitutional or statutory re-

quirements to count castes other
than SCs and STs in the Census.
However, Articles 15(4) and 15(5) of
the Indian Constitution have expli-
citly recognised “socially and edu-
cationally backward classes of citi-
zens” as a category distinct from
SCs and STs and enabled the State
to make special provisions for
their advancement. Counting the
population of these Backward
Classes would therefore be very
much within the constitutional
framework.

Yet, the official affidavit alleges
that full caste enumeration may
compromise the basic integrity of
the Census exercise, distorting the
fundamental population count it-
self. If enumeration of individual
castes under the “SC”, “ST” and
“Other” categories in all censuses
since 1951 have not led to such per-
verse outcomes, why should the
additional enumeration under
another “OBC” category cause
such a catastrophe? Such deliber-
ate scaremongering has no basis in
the laws or the Constitution.

The logistical or legal justifica-
tions of the Union government to
not disclose caste census data and
refuse to conduct a full caste en-
umeration in the forthcoming
Census do not stand scrutiny.
Rather, it creates ground for suspi-
cion whether the establishment
has vested interests in concealing
the real numbers and proportions
of various castes in the Indian pop-
ulation. Such subterfuge would
not be acceptable to a wide spec-
trum of social movements and pol-
itical parties, who are demanding
full caste enumeration.

Prasenjit Bose is an economist and activist

based in Kolkata

No excuses please, India awaits a full caste headcount 
The central government’s logistical or legal justifications to not disclose caste census data do not stand scrutiny
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O
ver the past two weeks,
more than 11 civilians and
nine Army troops have

been killed by militants in the
Kashmir Valley. Most of the target-
ed civilians have been Hindus,
though there have also been Mus-
lims, and a Sikh. The Hindus killed
include Kashmiri Pandits and mi-
grant labour.

Wave of fear, insecurity
The immediate reaction to these
killings has been a flight of Pandits
who had returned to the Valley un-
der the 2006 Prime Minister’s pro-
gramme for the return and reha-
bilitation of migrants, which
offered jobs in the Valley to Pandit
teachers. Pandit organisations say
that as many as a third of the retur-
nees have left; even those of the
800 families that stayed through
the insurgency years have begun
to leave. Though Kashmiri politi-
cal parties and civil society, as well
as Lieutenant-Governor Manoj
Sinha’s administration, have
pleaded with them to stay, their
pleas are unconvincing given the
very real insecurity created by the
killings.

The plight of migrant labour is
equally grave. Most are attempting
to leave the Valley and return to
their home States. The administra-
tion has ordered that those who
are not able to immediately return
be sheltered in police stations and
guarded camps. In other words,
like refugees. Whether they will
then be aided to return to their
homes remains to be seen; likely
they will.

These two groups are not alone
in wishing to flee. A fresh wave of
fear has gripped the Valley, with

most residents fearing they may
be caught between the militants
and the administration. Allegedly,
over 700 people have been taken
into detention by the police, un-
der suspicion of supporting mili-
tancy. Meantime, according to in-
telligence agencies, potential
militant targets include religious
leaders, panches and the media.

It was widely anticipated that
Pakistani armed groups would be
emboldened to revive cross-bor-
der infiltration following the Tali-
ban’s takeover in Afghanistan.
Now it seems that their strategy re-
peats elements of the insurgency
of the 1990s. As happened then,
the insurgency was prefigured by
attacks on Pandits who were seen
by Islamist militants as an arm of
India because they were Hindus,
and Muslims who worked in the
State administration or central In-
dian agencies such as Doordar-
shan. 

Attacks and the aim
The attacks were intended to both
communalise the Valley and para-
lyse its administration, and over
time succeeded in doing so, albeit
only partially. The Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s ceasefire ne-
gotiations with cross-border
armed groups in 2000 were shat-
tered by the killing of over 100 Bi-
hari labourers, but the years of
peace building that followed, from
2002-2014, restored a large degree
of administration and created con-
ditions for the return of Pandits —
sadly at far too gradual a pace —
and of migrant labour.

Whether cross-border and local
militant groups succeed in once
again communalising the Valley is
debatable. Much depends on the
policy the Union administration
adopts in response. 

There are two quite separate is-
sues involved: one, reassuring the
minorities in Kashmir as well as
the wider public of the Valley; two,
a rethink on counter-insurgency
strategy, including its cross-border

tentacles.

Some reassurance
Hearteningly, every single opinion
group in Kashmir has condemned
the killings. Mosques have broad-
cast their criticism. Kashmiri polit-
ical parties have voiced their op-
position to such militancy, as have
political leaders, including the
Hurriyat and Mirwaiz Umar Fa-
rooq. Civil society groups have is-
sued statements of protest. Local
community leaders and neigh-
bours have visited Pandit homes
to offer aid and support. This wave
at the ground level can provide a
strong base for reassurance, if
encouraged.

Encouragement can begin with
the Lieutenant-Governor. Thus far,
Mr. Sinha’s administration does
not appear to have consulted eith-
er the Kashmiri Pandit organisa-
tions, or the various groups that
have condemned the killings, on
which steps can be taken to res-
tore a degree of confidence. This is
surprising, given that these
groups, added together, comprise
a formidable cross-section of pu-
blic opinion, and with their sup-
port, militancy can once again be
socially marginalised, as it was
during the peace-building years.

From available information, it
appears that the bulk of the recent
civilian killings have been carried
out by what the Army calls ‘hybrid
militants’, because they are locally
recruited and trained, have regu-
lar jobs and are part-time militants
using basic weapons such as coun-
try pistols. The implications are

that the field of militancy has
grown more dispersed, with wider
public support, despite counter-
insurgency successes in degrading
large armed groups such as the
Lashkar-e-Taiba and the Jaish-e-
Mohamed. In this context, any op-
portunity to marginalise militancy
is vital.

Setback for Kashmiri Pandits
Many have begun asking whether
Kashmiri Pandits will ever be able
to return to the Valley, as the Na-
rendra Modi administration had
promised in August 2019. There is
no doubt that the recent civilian
killings have been a major setback
to prospects of return. It is also the
case that Kashmiri Pandit organi-
sations have increasingly com-
plained of administrative neglect
on returns over the past year. A re-
curring point that is made by some
of them is that the administration,
while focusing on returns, needs
to simultaneously pay attention to
securing Pandit families that never
left. Their condition has worsened
as their numbers have shrunk;
though less covered by the media,
the same problem has begun to af-
fect the Sikh minority too, whose
numbers have shrunk over the
past decade-plus.

The Kashmiri Pandit tragedy
has continued for 30 years now,
and like all compounded tragedies
requires a range of actions, from
security to justice to reconcilia-
tion. Beginning with security,
which is the first requirement to
enable justice and reconciliation
to follow, it is a mistake to imagine
that gated enclaves alone will pro-
vide it, or even that stepped up
counter-insurgency operations
will minimise the risk. Each mea-
sure is useful if accompanied by
community support, but neither is
a solution to the security dilemma
by itself. True, targeted killings
will only cease when insurgency
does. But peace-making combined
with counter-insurgency has
proved more efficient in ending in-

surgency in democratic countries
than counter-insurgency alone, in
our own experience as well as
across the world. Thus far, the Un-
ion administration has not held
out any olive branches; on the
contrary, its implementation of
the August 2019 decisions has ad-
ded one cause for resentment af-
ter another, the latest being the
multiple use of Article 311(2) to dis-
miss government employees with-
out an enquiry or hearing. A poli-
cy for Pandit property recovery
that had not been thought through
did not help either; apparently it
has now been corrected.

Political science and sociology
both tell us that an insecure major-
ity is unlikely to protect vulnerable
minorities; it is focused on its own
survival. The arrest of over 700 pe-
ople in the aftermath of the recent
civilian killings has added to the
majority’s sense of insecurity, be-
cause it raises questions about
why police intelligence has not
narrowed the field of suspects as
should, surely, be professionally
required.

Approach to Pakistan
The Narendra Modi administra-
tion appears to have adopted a
multi-pronged approach to Pakis-
tan recently, beginning with a cea-
sefire and extending to an invita-
tion to the Pakistani National
Security Adviser for a regional
meeting on Afghanistan, while giv-
ing the Army a free hand on cross-
border infiltration. Why then is it
not adopting a similarly multi-
pronged approach in the Valley,
where civil and human rights re-
main severely restricted and the
administration lacks the transpa-
rency that oversight and grie-
vance-redress commissions pro-
vided? Without overall civil and
human rights, how can minority
rights be protected or minority re-
turns be encouraged?

Radha Kumar is a writer and policy

analyst

In the cross hairs, civilians and Kashmiri harmony
As a compounded tragedy, there needs to be a range of actions as solutions — from security to justice to reconciliation

Radha Kumar
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T
he virtual meet of the Foreign Ministers of India,
the U.S., Israel and the UAE is a strong manifesta-
tion of the changes in West Asian geopolitics. If Is-

rael and the UAE did not even have formal diplomatic
relations a year ago, their growing economic and stra-
tegic cooperation is opening up opportunities for other
powers, including India. External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar, now in Israel, joined the quadrilateral con-
ference after meeting his Israeli counterpart Yair Lapid,
where they had agreed to launch talks for a free trade
agreement. The four-nation meeting also points to In-
dia’s strategic desire to adopt a regional foreign policy
strategy towards West Asia, transcending its bilateral-
ism. Over the years, India has built vibrant bilateral ties
with all the countries in the grouping. It is a member of
the Quad with the U.S., Australia and Japan, which have
common concerns and shared interests on East Asia. Is-
rael is one of India’s top defence suppliers. The UAE is
vital for India’s energy security. The Gulf country,
which hosts millions of Indian workers, has also shown
interest to mediate between India and Pakistan.

In the past, there were three pillars to India’s West
Asia policy — the Sunni Gulf monarchies, Israel and
Iran. Now that the gulf between the Sunni kingdoms
and Israel is being narrowed, especially after the Abra-
ham Accords, the normalisation agreements signed
between Israel and the UAE and Bahrain under the tu-
telage of the Trump administration, India faces fewer
challenges to a regionalist approach. Mr. Jaishankar has
hinted that there would be more meetings among the
four countries. While it is too early to speak of the stra-
tegic significance of such a grouping, there are areas
where it can deepen its engagement — trade, energy
ties, fighting climate change and enhancing maritime
security. But India should also be mindful of the chal-
lenges in the region. The U.S. is clearly seeking to lessen
its footprint here as part of its pivot to East Asia to tackle
China’s rise, which is redrawing West Asia’s traditional
equations. India should be careful not to get sucked in-
to the many conflicts of West Asia that could intensify
amid growing regional rivalries. While the Abraham Ac-
cords made it easier for India to find common ground
with the Israelis and the Emiratis, the contradiction
between this emerging bloc and Iran remains as intense
as ever. India, which sees itself aligned with the U.S. in
the Indo-Pacific, faces deepening insecurities in conti-
nental Asia after the American withdrawal from Af-
ghanistan. And it will have to work closely with coun-
tries such as Iran to deal with the challenges emanating
from a post-American Afghanistan. So the challenge be-
fore New Delhi is to retain a healthy relationship with
Iran even as it seeks to build a stronger regional part-
nership with the U.S.-Israel-UAE bloc.

The other Quad
India must retain strong ties with Iran as it

seeks partnership with the U.S.-Israel-UAE bloc

T
he UN, the U.S. and India have condemned inci-
dents of majoritarian violence against Bangla-
desh’s Hindu minority community during Durga

Puja in the past few days. What is particularly worrying
is that the attacks which have left at least six people
dead and dozens injured, have followed, according to
the Government, fake news reports shared over social
media, indicating a conspiracy to instigate the violence.
The mob violence appears to have begun in Comilla, in
Chittagong district, where an image allegedly showing
disrespect to the Koran was circulated, and resulted in
several major mob attacks on Hindu temples and
homes belonging to the minority community. The Na-
rendra Modi government, which has sought to preserve
good relations with Bangladesh’s Sheikh Hasina govern-
ment, has also praised the authorities for moving quick-
ly to take control of the situation. According to the pol-
ice, more than 450 people have been arrested over the
past week of violence and more than 70 cases filed in
different parts of Bangladesh. Prime Minister Hasina
has promised strict action and sought to reassure mi-
norities during an address via videoconference to Hin-
du devotees at the Dhakeshwari national temple. In a
message for New Delhi, she also said that Bangladesh’s
big neighbour must be sensitive to the situation, and al-
luding to violence against minorities in India, asked
that “nothing is done there [India] that affects our
country [Bangladesh]”. The Indian High Commission in
Dhaka, which was in touch with law and order officials
at the Centre, also stepped in to meet with members of
the Bangladeshi Hindu community, including represen-
tatives from the ISKCON group that was attacked. The
ISKCON headquarters in West Bengal as well as BJP
leaders also called on Mr. Modi to personally intervene.

Given the seriousness of the attacks and the fear that
has gripped the Hindu minority in Bangladesh, the in-
ternational and Indian concern is not surprising. Ho-
wever, New Delhi will have to act cautiously in light of
all the various links between India and Bangladesh.
While the Indian High Commission’s act of meeting lo-
cal minorities comes from a sense of compassion, it
could be read as an act of interference. The impact of
the Citizenship (Amendment) Act in 2019 had a wides-
pread effect in Bangladesh, and at least 12 people were
killed in protests against Mr. Modi’s visit to Dhaka ear-
lier this year. As a regional leader, India has every right
to be concerned about the plight of communities in the
subcontinent. However, it must ensure that its domestic
drivers do not upset carefully built foreign relations.
And any act that is seen as religiously partisan is bound
to destabilise the otherwise close and productive rela-
tions between the two countries, which have a shared
history of cooperation over much of the past 50 years.

Trouble in Bangladesh
While India voices concern on attacks, it

should not appear religiously partisan
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Another Indian mathematical prodigy who
has not yet reached his teens is now before
the public. Rajanarayanan, son of Mr. Srini-
vasachari, Revenue Inspector, Saminullur,
Madurai District, was in the midst of mathe-
maticians in Madras a few days ago, who put
to him all sorts of intricate questions of the
B.A. standard and received ready and satis-
factory answers and who admired the geni-
us of the precocious boy. He was born on the
10th January 1911, and is studying in the Ma-
dras College nominally in the fourth form.
But he is allowed full freedom to attend even
the Intermediate classes. He was examined
by Professors P.V. Seshu Iyer, S.R.U. Savoor,
K. Ananda Rao and others. He is found to be
well up in Elementary Euclid, and knows Al-
gebra almost to the end. He is able to solve
riders with very great facility. He knows all
about Continued Fractions, Intermediate
Equations and Binomial series. He is fairly
conversant with Trigonometry and knows
up to De Moivre’s theorems and also the ap-
plication and expansion of Trinomials and
infinite products. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTOBER 20, 1921

A mathematical prodigy

Does the entry of immigrants reduce
employment and lower the wages of
native workers? Does the introduc-
tion of minimum wage, designed to
protect workers, end up harming
them by reducing employment?
Does compulsory schooling affect
schooling and earnings? If people got
a basic income, would they stop
working for a living? Graduates of
private universities earn more than
graduates of public universities in
the U.S. Does this mean that attend-
ing private universities bestows a
wage premium?

Drawing causal inference 
These are among the many signifi-
cant and deep questions that the
three Economics Nobel Laureates for
2021 — David Card, Joshua Angrist
and Guido Imbens — have investigat-
ed. Answering such questions in-
volves establishing causality accu-
rately. One way to draw causal
inference is through experiments or
randomised controlled trials (RCTs),
the predominance of which in the
field of empirical economics was re-
cognised by the Nobel Committee in
2019. However, several big-picture
and urgent questions cannot be eval-
uated through RCTs because of ethi-
cal, logistical or financial reasons.

Outside of experiments, research-
ers have to rely on real-world data
which is messy. Drawing the correct
causal inference entails comparisons
between groups (those who stayed
longer in school compared to those
who did not, or States where the mi-
nimum wage increased compared to
States where it did not increase, and
so forth). But since individuals or
States differ along many dimensions,
comparison needs to be done care-
fully to avoid comparing apples with
oranges. Additionally, adjustments
need to be made for self-selection
and omitted variables that might
confound causal inference. The 2021
Nobel Laureates have been justly re-
cognised for their pioneering contri-
bution to the methodologies to un-
cover causality using real-world

observational data. In doing so, their
path-breaking studies have success-
fully questioned established ortho-
doxy and upturned received wisdom
in mainstream economics.

Professor Card and Alan Krueger’s
most influential 1992 study estimated
the effect of minimum wage increas-
es. The two economists utilised a
‘natural experiment’ (in which indi-
viduals are randomly exposed to a
change caused by nature, institu-
tions, or policy changes): in this case,
a policy change in New Jersey that
raised minimum wages for its low-
skilled workers. Instead of compar-
ing change in employment in New
Jersey before and after the wage in-
crease, as that could be affected by
several other factors, they compared
a double difference (‘difference-in-
differences’): employment in New
Jersey before and after the policy
change compared to neighbouring
Pennsylvania, where wages did not
change, over the same period. Con-
trary to established wisdom, they
found that an increase in minimum
wages did not lead to a reduction in
employment. This study has been re-
plicated since by other researchers
across several rounds of minimum
wage increase and each time, the re-
sult has been the same, viz., no ad-
verse impact on employment.

Why is the textbook prediction
not borne out by data? There are ma-
ny reasons: one is that the mythical
perfectly competitive labour market,
where firms are price-takers, i.e. they
have no autonomy in wage setting,
does not exist in reality. It turns out
that monopsonistic firms (very large

employers with market power) can
set wages lower than the competitive
wage and earn a surplus. Therefore,
when the government imposes a mi-
nimum wage, the number of workers
employed does not necessarily de-
crease but a part of the surplus now
gets transferred to the workers.

A source of great anxiety in the
contemporary world is the appre-
hension that entry of immigrants will
adversely affect employment and
wages of non-immigrant residents.
Prof. Card’s analysis of another natu-
ral experiment — the Mariel boat lift
that brought 1,25,000 Cubans to the
U.S. in 1980, half of whom settled in
Miami — showed this anxiety to be in-
valid. As a result of the boat lift, the
Miami workforce increased by 7%
but this had no adverse impact on
the wages or employment of the non-
Cuban native workforce.

Both Prof. Imbens and Prof. An-
grist have made innovative methodo-
logical contributions to causal infe-
rence that have enabled explorations
of big-picture questions. For exam-
ple, in the U.S., private university
graduates earn 14% higher wages
than public university graduates.
Does that mean private universities
cause wages to go up? Prof. Angrist’s
research corrected for ‘selection
bias’, i.e. adjusted for the fact that
SAT scores and family incomes are
higher for private university en-
trants. Comparing like with like, the
study finds that attending private un-
iversities does not confer a wage
premium.

These causal techniques are based
on a comparison of observed out-

comes with counterfactuals: the
‘what if ’ scenarios or ‘potential out-
comes’ that are not observed. Such
comparisons are logically compell-
ing, and these methods have been re-
plicated by hundreds of researchers
across a variety of contexts, validat-
ing their effectiveness in disentan-
gling causal effects from messy ob-
servational data.

Making metrics fun, relevant
The Nobel Laureates have also con-
tributed to transforming pedagogy.
Learning econometric techniques
through the body of their work has
made econometrics less abstract,
more relatable and interesting. Prof.
Angrist, through his immensely pop-
ular textbooks (co-authored with
Steve Pischke) and short videos in
the Marginal Revolution University
series on ‘Mastering Econometrics’
(as Master Joshway), is an excellent
communicator. He starts with a real-
world problem and takes us through
techniques of analysis, thereby in-
verting the approach of the standard
econometrics textbooks that begin
with dry, math-heavy abstract
proofs, losing students along the way
by the time the chapters end with
examples.

In the age of big data and machine
learning, are econometric tech-
niques of causal inference increas-
ingly redundant? Prof. Angrist ar-
gues that while data science helps
‘curve fitting’, i.e. it illustrates a pat-
tern, it does not provide insights into
causation. In other words, it neither
enables an understanding of why we
see a particular pattern, nor does it
allow us to evaluate counterfactual
scenarios. For that, we need econo-
metrics, which does not rely on big
data but on innovative ways of ana-
lysing data. Prof. Angrist believes
that econometrics will continue to be
relevant regardless of any advances
in data sciences.

The work of the three Nobel Lau-
reates demonstrates the immense
power of good, rigorous empirical
work and reminds us that rigour
need not be seen in opposition to re-
levance, and that careful analysis can
successfully challenge existing
orthodoxy.

Ashwini Deshpande is Professor of

Economics and Director, Centre for

Economic Data and Analysis, Ashoka

University

The Economics Nobel Laureates have successfully upturned received wisdom in mainstream economics

A press conference at the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences in Stockholm,
Sweden, where the Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences was announced. * AP/PTI

Getting to the heart of causality

Ashwini Deshpande

Large-scale solar projects in Tamil Nadu
have seen rapid growth in recent years. In
the past five years, the cumulative installed
capacity witnessed a four-fold increase to 4.4
GW, as of March 2021. Aiding this capacity
addition is the State’s reasonably high insola-
tion levels and matching solar potential, esti-
mated at 279GW. The sharp decline in the
prices for solar and resulting cost competi-
tiveness is another factor. 

Types of technologies
Tamil Nadu released the Solar Policy of 2019,
aiming for 9GW of solar installations by
2023. To meet this target, the current capac-
ity would need to be more than doubled. To
do this, Tamil Nadu must keep up with mar-
ket trends and incorporate innovations in
the sector. ‘First-generation’ solar cells use
mono-crystalline and multi-crystalline sili-
con wafers. While the former is made from a
single crystal of silicon (of higher purity), the
latter is made by combining several frag-
ments. The efficiency of mono-crystalline
panels is about 24%, while for multi-crystal-
line panels it is about 20%. Crystalline silicon
technologies are one of the oldest in the mar-
ket and occupy 95% of the global photovol-
taic (PV) market. Mono-crystalline cells are
dominant today. Although mono-crystalline
panels are priced higher than multi-crystal-
line ones, the difference is diminishing and
will soon attain parity. This would result in
mono panels being preferred over multi due
to their higher efficiency, greater energy
yield and lower cost of energy.

Newer technologies incorporating crystal-
line silicon focus on bifacial solar cells, capa-
ble of harvesting energy from both sides of
the panel. Bifacials can augment the power
output by 10-20%. Within this, the Passive
Emitter and Rear Contact technology is
predicted to gain popularity. However, it is
yet to achieve price parity for large-scale de-
ployment. The thin film technologies deve-
loped later are classified as the ‘second gen-
eration’ of solar PVs. They are manufactured
by depositing single or multiple layers of PV
material on a substrate, typically plastic or
glass. In addition to being used in solar farms
and rooftops, thin films with their low thick-
ness, light weight and flexibility are also
placed on electronic devices and vehicles.
Mainstream thin films utilise semiconductor

chemistries like Cadmium Telluride. Howev-
er, the efficiency of thin films is lower than
that of crystalline silicon. This has affected
their popularity and market share. 

New and upcoming solar cells are
grouped as ‘third generation’ and contain
technologies such as perovskite, nanocrystal
and dye-sensitised solar cells. Perovskites
have seen rapid advances in recent years,
achieving cell efficiency of 18%. They have
the highest potential to replace silicon and
disrupt the solar PV market, due to factors
such as ease of manufacture, low production
costs and potential for higher efficiencies.
Nanocrystal and dye-sensitised solar cells
are variants of the thin film technology.
These are in early stages for large-scale com-
mercial deployment.

There is also interest in the use of Gra-
phene Quantum-dots for solar PVs. Gra-
phene is made of a single layer of carbon
atoms bonded together as hexagons. Solar
cells made of graphene are of interest due to
high theoretical efficiency of 60% and its
super capacitating nature. Quantum-dot PVs
use semiconductor nano crystals exhibiting
quantum mechanical properties capable of
high efficiency of about 66%. However, both
these are in the early stages of research.

Considerable advances have also been
made in developing solutions that better in-
tegrate solar PVs into the grid. These include
weather forecasting and power output pred-
iction systems; operation monitoring and
control systems; and scheduling and optimi-
sation systems. Additionally, automatic sys-
tems have been developed for the smooth re-
solution of output fluctuations. These
technologies must be considered.

Policy support
Policy support is essential to fast-track adop-
tion of new technologies. A portion of the
budget for renewable energy targets should
be set aside exclusively for new technolo-
gies. Grants and subsidies can also be provid-
ed for their adoption. This can mitigate the
higher initial costs of such technologies and
help establish the market. Efforts must be ta-
ken to address gaps in research, develop-
ment, and manufacturing capabilities in the
solar sector through sector-specific invest-
ment and incentives. There must also be
greater industry-academia collaborations
and funding opportunities for startups. A
comprehensive sector-specific skilling pro-
gramme is also required for workers. All
these efforts would help Tamil Nadu become
a global player in the solar power sector.

Vaisakh Suresh Kumar (vaisakh.kumar@wri.org) and

Kajol (kajol@wri.org ) are researchers at the World

Resources Institute

A global player in solar power
By embracing advances in solar technologies, Tamil Nadu
can continue to lead in this sector

Vaisakh Suresh Kumar & Kajol
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DATA POINT 

People say getting a Bill through U.S.
Congress is like herding cats. It is not.
It is like loading a herd of camels. I
have visited India 29 times, but the
most interesting of those trips was to
the annual camel fair in Pushkar. 

Finding the right balance
Members of Congress are much like
camels. They will not move if they
feel the weight they are being asked
to carry is too much. A good leader in
a congressional setting knows how
much the members are willing to car-
ry and shifts the workload from ca-
mel to camel in order to find the right
balance so the caravan can leave for
its destination. 

The present Congress is preca-
riously balanced. The Senate is split
50-50 between Democrats and Repu-
blicans. The House of Representa-
tives has 212 Republicans and 220 De-
mocrats. So, Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of
the House of Representatives, has a
delicate job to do, only somewhat
less difficult than that of Democratic
(majority) leader, Chuck Schumer.

Congress is trying to pass three im-
portant bills now: one on infrastruc-
ture, one related to climate change
and the one related to voting rights.
Democratic Socialists insist on fixing
all the ills of the social safety net at
once. This will not happen.

In 1935, the President was Franklin
D. Roosevelt and his camel driver was
Frances Perkins. Roosevelt charged
the Committee on Economic Securi-
ty, chaired by Perkins, who was Se-
cretary of Labour, to develop a pen-
sion programme, a national health
programme, and an unemployment
insurance programme. But the ca-
mels would not move and so Roose-
velt decided that the law would pro-
vide unemployment insurance; aid
for dependent mothers and children,
the blind and the physically handi-
capped; and old-age benefits for
workers. He left the national health
programme on the table. Roosevelt,
passionate about mandatory health
insurance, still intended to have the
national health programme passed.
But when World War II loomed
ahead, national health was placed at
the sidelines. Roosevelt died at the
end of the war. In 1945, President

Harry Truman proposed a ‘universal’
national health insurance pro-
gramme to Congress. His plan that all
Americans would pay a certain
amount in fees and taxes each month
to cover the healthcare programme’s
costs was shot down in Congress. 

President Bill Clinton delivered an
ambitious and complex proposal for
universal health insurance for all
Americans. Unfortunately, it had
been designed by someone who had
never been near a camel-loading
yard. He had no experience in deal-
ing with the camels of Congress. The
effort to get the plan passed was
spearheaded by Hillary Clinton. The
plan was perfect but it failed. 

When Barack Obama came on the
scene, he announced that he was go-
ing to try to bring healthcare cover-
age for everyone. He got the camels
moving again. But after him came a
leader who knew nothing or just
didn’t care about social benefits for
the ordinary working people.

Crucial days ahead
The 2020 presidential election creat-
ed the situation which we are now
facing. President Joe Biden knows
about camels. His climate change
bill, which includes an expansion in
tax credits for clean energy, restric-
tions on methane, etc., is hanging by
a thread. The Senate is set to vote on
the voting rights bill. The bill is
backed by the whole Democratic cau-
cus but doesn’t have the 60 votes it
needs to overcome a Republican fili-
buster. Ms. Pelosi has said “it’s about
time” the Democrats, who are divid-
ed on the infrastructure bill, pass it.
It is getting delayed as progressives
first want the full $3.5 trillion that Mr.
Biden promised for new and expand-
ed social programmes and other in-
itiatives. All these bills face the possi-
bility of being left on the table.

Some of my old colleagues believe
that they can load the camel and if
they beat it enough, it will finally get
up and move. I hope they don’t lose
the opportunity to move forward this
time. They will get no credit for want-
ing everything and getting nothing.

James McDermott served in the U.S. Congress

in the House of Representatives between 1989

and 2017 for Washington’s 7th Congressional

District

The many burdens of U.S. Congress 
Democratic Socialists insist on fixing several
issues at once, which will not happen

James McDermott

The Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, said
here to-day [New Delhi, Oct. 19] that India
did not want to provoke a war or create a
war-like situation, but it could not shake
hands with the clenched fist of Pakistan.
Though it was impossible to prophesy
whether there would be a war between In-
dia and Pakistan, Mrs. Gandhi said India
would continue to exercise the utmost res-
traint while taking all precautions to safe-
guard its interests. Addressing a crowded
press conference, the Prime Minister said
that as a first step towards any purposeful
dialogue with India, the Yahya regime
should stop the terrible atrocities in East
Bengal and enter into substantive negotia-
tions with its elected representatives to find
a speedy solution to the Bangla Desh pro-
blem. She warned that the massing of Pakis-
tani troops all along the borders had created
a grave situation and the sooner the Bangla
Desh problem was solved the better the
chances of averting an Indo-Pakistan confla-
gration. The Pakistani war threats and the
hysterical “Hate India” campaign in Pakis-
tan were intended to cloud the Bangla Desh
issue by projecting it as an Indo-Pakistan
problem. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER 20, 1971

P.M. rules out dialogue with Pak.
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record 2,381 pilgrims visit-
ing the Himalayan temple
on Tuesday.

The State Emergency Op-
eration Centre (SEOC) said
most rivers in the State were
in spate. The water level in
the Ganga in Haridwar has
reached 293.90 metres, just
a notch below the danger
mark of 294 metres. Kali
and Saryu rivers in Pithora-
garh have reached the dan-
ger marks of 890 metres
and 453 metres respectively.

The Gori river is flowing
close to the danger mark at
606.75 metres, the SEOC
said. 

Nainital received 90 mm
rainfall, Haldwani 128 mm,
Koshyakutoli 86.6 mm, Al-
mora 216. 6 mm, Dwarahot
184 mm and Jageshwar 176
mm, the SEOC said.

Director General of Police
Ashok Kumar, who accom-
panied the Chief Minister on
his visit to Kumaon, said
roads, bridges and railway
tracks have been damaged
in Kathgodam and Lalkuan
in Nainital and Rudrapur in
Udham Singh Nagar district.

Around 100 people
stranded at the Lemon Tree
resort on the Ramnagar-Ra-
nikhet route after water
from the swollen Kosi river
entered the resort were la-
ter evacuated to safety.

While Mr. Dhami reiterat-
ed his appeal to Chardham
Yatra pilgrims to stay where
they are and not to resume
their journeys before the
weather improves, a Devas-
thanam Board official said
the yatra to Yamunotri in Ut-
tarkashi has resumed with a

Uttarakhand rain toll
touches 47

In a statement on August 4,
Mars Wrigley announced
that it was recalling four
packaging sizes of its Crispy
M&Ms product with two af-
fected best-before dates. Ac-
cording to German NGO site
Informationdienst Gentech-
nik, the European Commis-
sion announced that 144
tonnes of the contaminated
rice flour had been pro-
cessed by Mars, while more
flour went into 11 types of
baked goods manufactured
in Italy and further distribut-
ed to other countries, all of
which were recalled.

Commerce Ministry spo-
kesperson D.J. Narain said
that the whole issue ap-
peared to be “infructuous”.
He pointed out that “the GM
ingredient may have been
added in Europe to cut
costs, not in India where
commercial GM cultivation
is banned. The quantity in-
volved is too big to have
come from leaked output
from controlled trial
cultivation.”

However, he also added
that “APEDA is collecting all
the details and will enquire
every aspect of it thoroughly
with the technical and scien-
tific institutions like GEAC
and strictest form of action
will be taken accordingly.”

Farmers groups say the is-
sue of cross contamination
from field trials has been
raised previously. “The issue
with GM field trials is that
once they take place, they

can contaminate crops long
after the actual trials either
directly or through seed
leakages,” said a letter from
the Coalition for GM-Free In-
dia, sent on Tuesday to auth-
orities at the Environment,
Agriculture and Commerce
Ministries. It pointed to a
2006 case, where a Bayer
food trial contaminated rice
and seeds in the U.S., lead-
ing to a plunge in exports
from that country.

Basmati belt
“Back in 2007, when there
was widespread concern
about GM rice trials and the
possibility of cross contami-
nation, the All India Rice Ex-
porters Association took up
the issue with the Depart-
ment of Biotechnology and
the Genetic Engineering Ap-
praisal Committee. A policy
decision was taken that field
trials would not be allowed
in the basmati belt, because
of worries that the export
crop could be affected,” said
Rajesh Krishnan, a Kerala
paddy farmer who is a mem-
ber of the Coalition. 

Commerce Ministry spo-
kesperson Mr. Narain em-
phasised that there was little
danger to India’s agricultu-
ral export image. 

“It may be noted that In-
dia’s export orders remain
globally growing. India is
fast emerging as the world’s
most trusted business partn-
er and investment destina-
tion,” he said.

EU food recall linked 
to GM rice from India 

On Sunday, two labourers
from Bihar were gunned
down when terrorists
barged into their accommo-
dation in Kulgam district,
taking the number of civi-
lians killed in targeted at-
tacks in Jammu and Kashmir
this month to 11. Another la-
bourer sustained bullet
injuries.

“There is grave fear and
terror after the killings of la-
bourers. This has never hap-
pened in the past. So we fled
the Valley to save our lives
and also our children,” San-
tosh Kumar of Bihar’s Sita-
marhi district said. He is a
brick kiln worker in Pulwa-
ma district.

Army chief General M.M.
Naravane visited forward
areas along the LoC in Jam-
mu region on Tuesday and
was briefed on the ground
situation in the region and
ongoing counter-infiltration
operations, officials said
here.

Eight detained
Eight suspected persons, in-
cluding a mother-son duo,
were detained for question-
ing from Bhatta Durrian in
connection with providing
logistic support to the terro-
rists. However, it is to be
seen whether the support
was given voluntarily or un-
der duress, the officials said. 

Killings spark migrant
flight from Kashmir 

There has been a marginal
increase in Chinese patrols
in the eastern sector along
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC), while the scale and
durations of its exercises has
increased in their depth
areas since the stand-off in
eastern Ladakh last year,
said Eastern Army Com-
mander Lt. Gen. Manoj
Pande on Tuesday. He noted
that both India and China
were attempting to develop
infrastructure close to the
LAC.

The Army is countering
the Chinese presence by in-
corporating technological
advancements with specific
focus on expanding surveil-
lance capabilities like long
range Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles (UAV) and radars,
Lt. Gen. Pande said while al-
so stating that the Army’s 17
Mountain Strike Corps,
meant for the border with
China, had been fully
operationalised.

Giving an overview on the
situation along the LAC in

the eastern sector in an inte-
raction with a group of jour-
nalists from Delhi, Lt. Gen.
Pande said, “Some of the
PLA [People’s Liberation Ar-
my] reserve formations
which were mobilised conti-
nue to remain in their train-
ing areas, that again is in the
operational depth. Both
sides are attempting to de-
velop infrastructure closer
to the LAC and that leads to
certain issues at times.”

Since this infrastructure

had come up close to the
LAC, there had been a mar-
ginal increase in the number
of border defence troops al-
ready deployed there, he
pointed out.

Enhanced surveillance 
Speaking of the measures ta-
ken, he observed that the
first step was enhancing sur-
veillance both close to the
LAC and in the depth areas.
This was being done by syn-
ergising resources right

from satellites at strategic le-
vel to troops on the ground
and “we have adequate forc-
es in each sector for any
need that may arise”. 

They were also looking at
maximising technology, es-
pecially in terms of intelli-
gence, surveillance and re-
connaissance capabilities,
communications and like-
wise, he reiterated.

Of the 3,488 km-long
LAC, 1,346 km fall in the
eastern sector.

The raising of the new 17
Mountain Strike Corps com-
menced in 2014. By now it
was fully operationalised
and all its units, including
combat, combat support
and support, had been fully
equipped, the Army Com-
mander asserted.

“Its employment philoso-
phy is stabilised. The forma-
tions of the corps have been
carrying our validation and
integrated training with oth-
er formations,” he said.

To further enhance the
operational efficiency, they
were were looking at Inte-
grated Battle Group (IBG)

model for the mountain
strike corps so that “we have
better options for its em-
ployment and its areas of
application”, he remarked.

Equipment deployed
IBGs are brigade-sized agile
self-sufficient combat for-
mations meant to swiftly
launch strikes against adver-
sary in case of hostilities.
The concept had been test-
ed in exercises and fine-
tuned. 

There had been a major
push for development of in-
frastructure in the region.
The induction of equipment
such as Chinook heavy-lift
helicopters, which enabled
faster movement, and de-
ployment of M777 Ultra
Light Howitzers have streng-
thened their position.

In addition, there is major
expansion of roads in the re-
gion which will facilitate fas-
ter mobilisation of men, re-
sources and equipment.
Several tunnels are under
construction while a railway
line is also planned to
Tawang.

‘Chinese patrolling slightly up in east’
India, China are attempting to develop infrastructure close to the LAC, says Eastern Command chief 

Dinakar Peri

TENGA (Arunachal Pradesh)

On the watch: The Army’s 17 Mountain Strike Corps meant for
the border with China is fully operational now. * FILE PHOTO

India and Russia face “com-
mon threats” emanating
from Afghanistan, said In-
dia’s outgoing Ambassador
to Russia, confirming India’s
presence at the “Moscow
format” meeting, which will
include the Taliban Deputy
Prime Minister, on Wednes-
day, and a meeting of Na-
tional Security Advisers in
Delhi in November, where
NSAs of China and Pakistan
are also invited. 

“The situation in Afghan-
istan poses similar problems
in terms of instability, drug
trafficking, terrorism threat,
and also the instability that
may radiate towards Central
Asia,” Ambassador Venka-
tesh Varma, who is set to re-
turn to Delhi shortly, said in
a “farewell interview” to the
Kommersant daily. 

“Both sides recognise
common threats emanating
from Afghanistan affect In-
dia and Russia — probably
more than any other set of
countries,” he added.

The Moscow format meet
will see an official Indian de-
legation led by Joint Secre-
tary for Pakistan-Afghanis-
tan-Iran J.P. Singh, and Joint
Secretary for Eurasia Adarsh
Swaika participate for the
first time. Officials from 10

countries, including Taliban
Deputy PM Abdul Salam Ha-
nafi, will attend the meeting,
though the US, whose spe-
cial envoy Zalmay Khalilzad
resigned on Monday, has an-
nounced that it will not par-
ticipate due to “logistical
difficulties”.

Military situation
During the meeting, which
will be addressed by Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lav-
rov, the Russian Foreign Mi-
nistry said the participants
would “discuss prospects for
development of the military-
political situation in Afghan-
istan and the formation of an
inclusive government”, ad-
ding that a separate meeting
of Russia, China and Pakis-
tan took place in Moscow on
Tuesday. 

Ambassador Varma also
confirmed an upcoming

meeting of the Russia-India-
China (RIC) trilateral via a vi-
deoconference format soon,
amid a slew of Russia-India
bilateral engagements to-
wards the end of the year.

“Unfortunately, due to
the COVID pandemic, we
could not have a summit in
2020. It is our intention and
both sides are in active dis-
cussion on this, that Presi-
dent Putin will be able to vi-
sit India towards the end of
this year,” Mr. Varma said,
adding that there would be a
visit by Russian Defence Mi-
nister Sergey Shoigu for the
intergovernmental defence
commission, along with the
“2+2” format meetings of De-
fence and Foreign Ministers
as well as an Economic Joint
Commission to prepare for
the bilateral summit. 

The Ambassador also con-
firmed that the S-400 missile
systems were “on track” for
delivery in December this
year. 

Asked about the possibili-
ty of U.S. reservations over
the deal, which Deputy Se-
cretary of State Wendy Sher-
man called “dangerous” and
“not in anyone’s interest”
earlier this month, Mr. Var-
ma said India “stands on its
own feet, thinks with its own
mind and pursues its own in-
terests.” 

‘India, Russia face common
threats from Afghanistan’
Ambassador to Russia confirms NSA meeting

Suhasini Haidar

New Delhi

Venkatesh Varma

The Supreme Court has
signed off a hard-fought,
five-rounder litigation
which dates back half a cen-
tury regarding a debt of
₹3,000.

“We wish this will be the
knock-out round,” Justice V.
Ramasubramanian, who
authored the judgment for a
Bench led by Justice Hemant
Gupta, conveyed the top
court’s fervent hope in the
very first paragraph of the
22-page verdict.

The court compared the
habit of the litigants to
bounce back after every
failed round to King Vikra-
maditya’s relentless pursuit
to capture the ghost, Betal.

The tireless king
“Not to be put off by repeat-
ed failures, the appellants
herein, like the tireless Vik-
ramaditya, who made re-
peated attempts to capture
Betal, started the present
round and hopefully the fi-
nal round,” Justice Ramasu-
branian observed while
tracing the labyrinthine his-
tory of the case.

The dispute dates back to
1971 between Rama Rani De-
vi and Sasadhar Biswas be-
fore the munsif court in
West Bengal. The subject of

their dispute was the
₹3,000 Biswas owed Devi.
In 1974, the munsif directed
Mr. Biswas to pay Ms. Devi
the amount in six equal
instalments.

However, the munsif ’s
decree was not honoured.
Ms. Devi moved the court
for execution of the decree
through attachment and
sale of 7,450 sq ft belonging
to Mr. Biswas to realise her
debt. The civil court agreed.
However, Mr. Biswas chal-
lenged the sale, which was
dismissed in 1975.

An auction was held in
1979. Two brothers, Sachin-
dra Nath Mukherjee and Du-
lal Kanti Mukherjee, be-
came the highest bidders.
They deposited ₹5,500 in
court.

Mr. Biswas, in July 1980,
reached a compromise with
the brothers who agreed to
revoke their bid provided he
paid them their “entire mo-

ney” by December 1980. Mr.
Biswas deposited ₹3,700 but
the brothers had paid more.
The brothers and Mr. Biswas
had a falling out. The former
went to court against Mr.
Biswas. The dispute
reached the Supreme Court
in 1992 and the case against
Mr. Biswas was dismissed.

Years pass
The second round was kick-
started with a suit to declare
the auction sale void. Ho-
wever, this effort was abort-
ed. The third round con-
cerned the issuance of the
sale certificate. This came to
an end in 2001. The fourth
round followed when the
purchasers moved the civil
court for delivery of posses-
sion of the land. 

This round went on till
2006 until the Supreme
Court dismissed a review
petition challenging the de-
livery of the property.

In the fifth and present
round, the Biswas family
members raised the ‘bogey’
of “jurisdictional error” to
avoid delivery of the proper-
ty to the Mukherjees. 

Rejecting the Biswas fa-
mily’s appeal, the court ob-
served that they have “now
exhausted almost all provi-
sions available” to stall the
delivery of the property.

Supreme Court signs off a hard-fought, five-rounder battle
Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

Fight club: a debt of ₹3,000
and half a century of litigation

The Vishva Hindu Parishad
(VHP) on Tuesday called
for the United Nations to
send a peacekeeping force
to Bangladesh in the wake
of attacks on Hindus in that
country.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, VHP joint
general secretary Surendra
Jain compared the attacks
to the “brutality of the Na-
zis”. 

“It is the clear view of
the VHP that due to the Is-
lamic character of Bangla-
desh, the governments
there have not only been
looking the other way
when Hindus are attacked,
but also proving to be the
motivators and patrons of
the radical Islamists. They
cannot get out of the
clutches of fundamental-
ists without declaring Ban-
gladesh a secular country
instead of an Islamic coun-
try,” the VHP said. It added
that a demonstration
would be held outside the
Bangladesh High Commis-
sion here on Wednesday.

UN urged to
stop attacks
in Bangladesh
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The rising cyberattacks from
China on critical installa-
tions was discussed at the
National Security Strategies
Conference chaired by
Home Minister Amit Shah on
Monday.

The Madhya Pradesh pol-
ice gave a presentation on
various lacunae in the legal
and administrative sphere
that were an impediment in
investigating such cases.

The participants were
told that while the Pakistani
cyberattacks focused on
stealing identity and perso-
nal data, the Chinese hack-
ers were more sophisticated
and they settled down in any
network, striking at will.

“There are several choke
points that deter investiga-
tion, such as the origin of the
message and from where the
data packet was uploaded.
The Minister agreed to expe-
dite any legal framework re-
quired to plug the gaps,”
said an official who attended
the conference.

On March 1, the Union
Power Ministry said the go-
vernment thwarted “state-
sponsored” Chinese hacker
groups targeting various In-
dian power centres in No-
vember 2020 and February
2021.

Malware suspected
The U.S. cybersecurity and
intelligence firm Recorded
Future discovered that Chi-
nese state-sponsored actors
may have deployed malware
into Indian power grids and
seaports after border ten-

sions between India-China
began escalating in May
2020.

The conference, an an-
nual event held at the Intelli-
gence Bureau headquarters,
was attended by Director
General of Police of all States
and Directors-General of the
Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPF). 

The nine-hour conference
was divided into separate
sessions. A detailed discus-
sion was also held on illegal
migration and counter-terro-
rism measures.

Strategy meet discusses
Chinese cyberattacks
‘Hackers from neighbouring country can strike at will’

Vijaita Singh

New Delhi 

Taking stock: Home Minister Amit Shah at the National
Security Strategies Conference in New Delhi on Monday. * PTI

The Delhi Police’s Economic
Offences Wing has served
notice on Niira Radia and
other promoters and direc-
tors of Nayati Healthcare
and Research NCR Pvt Ltd
to join investigation in con-
nection with the alleged em-
bezzlement of over ₹300
crore of bank loans, the pol-
ice said on Tuesday.

Ms. Radia and others
have been asked to appear
before the police next week.
Three persons, identified as
Yateesh Wahaal, Satish Ku-
mar Narula and Rahul Singh
Yadav, have been arrested
for misappropriation of
crores of rupees.

According to the police, a
complaint was filed by or-
thopaedic surgeon Rajeev
Kumar Sharma against M/s
Naarayani Investment Pvt
Ltd., holding company of
M/s Nayati Healthcare and
Research NCR Pvt Ltd. and
its promoters and directors
Niira Radia, her sister Karu-
na Menon, Satish Narula
and Yateesh Wahaal and
others.

Dr. Sharma alleged that

Naarayani had borrowed
more than ₹600 crore from
various sources, including
DHFL, and invested ₹311
crore for acquiring a majori-
ty stake in Nayati Healthcare
NCR.

After taking over manage-
ment of the new entity, Naa-
rayani and the four indivi-
duals got a loan of over ₹300
crore from Yes Bank for the
development of a Gurgaon
hospital, but they siphoned
off and embezzled the loan
amount using fictitious tran-
sactions, Dr Sharma alleged.
He added that the accused
also borrowed ₹60 crore
from Yes Bank for another
hospital project, but embez-
zled that as well.

Niira Radia served 
notice in loan fraud case
She has been asked to appear before police

Staff Reporter 

NEW DELHI

Niira Radia

Delay on the part of terri-
fied eyewitnesses to record
their statements about
crimes cannot be a reason
for rejecting their testimo-
nies, the Supreme Court
has said in a judgment.

The case concerns the
brutal murder of a fish-sell-
er at Malda in West Bengal
a decade ago. The accused
were sentenced to life in
prison. The Calcutta High
Court confirmed their guilt
in 2019. They, in turn, ap-
pealed the decision in the
Supreme Court.

They argued that the
case hinged on the testimo-
nies of two eyewitnesses
whose statements were re-
corded late and, thus, can-
not be trusted. 

However, a three-judge
Bench led by Justice U.U.
Lalit dismissed their ap-
peal. The court, instead,
agreed with the submis-
sions made by the State of
West Bengal, represented
by advocate Liz Mathew,
that the accused had
spread terror in the locality
of the murder. 

SC bats for
eyewitness
testimony
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

When they were fishing in
waters close to the IMBL
near Katchatheevu, a Sri
Lankan patrol vessel inter-
cepted their boat.

On noticing the authori-
ties, the fishermen reported-
ly tried to escape. But the Sri
Lankan personnel managed
to detain Suganthan and
Arockia Xavier. In the melee,
Rajkiran fell into the sea.

M. Chinnakuppan, Assis-
tant Director of Fisheries,
Pudukottai, told The Hindu

that he had received com-

munication that Rajkiran’s
body had been recovered
from the sea, and it had
been taken to Kankesanthu-
rai for post-mortem
examination.

“The information has
been conveyed to his family.
Steps are under way to bring
back his body as early as
possible,” he said.

However, the Sri Lankan
Navy on Tuesday evening
said the body had not been
found, and the search opera-
tion was still on.

T.N. fisherman drowns after
boat rams Sri Lankan vessel
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Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on
Tuesday announced that
40% of the candidates field-
ed by the party for the 2022
Uttar Pradesh Assembly
election would be women. 

However, she was non-
committal on whether she
would contest.

“I have not taken this de-
cision yet. There is still some
time for the election. I will
think about this and take a
decision,” Ms. Vadra said at a
press conference in the State
capital.

Ambiguous on CM face
She was also yet to decide if
the Congress would an-
nounce chief ministerial face
ahead of the polls.

Ms. Vadra said the deci-
sion to provide 40% of party
ticket to women was to pro-
vide them better representa-
tion in State politics. 

The Uttar Pradesh As-
sembly has 403 seats.

She lamented that women
were not emerging as a unit-
ed force as they were also be-
ing divided into castes and
religions.

If women wanted to pull
the country out from “polit-
ics of casteism and religion”
and take it towards politics
of development and repre-
sentation, they would have
to step forward, the Con-
gress leader said.

While Ms. Vadra’s move
could be seen as a step to
win over women voters cut-
ting across sections, it is
bound to encounter ques-

tions on representation of
various communities in a
State where caste dynamics
dictate politics.

Asked by a reporter if the
selection of women candi-
dates would be on the basis
of caste, Ms. Vadra said tick-
et would be distributed to
women on “merit”.

This would be determined
by the work of the candidate
and how much the people in
her Assembly constituency
recognised her, Ms. Vadra
added.

The Congress’ announce-
ment drew sharp criticism
from other parties. 

Bahujan Samaj Party chief
Mayawati dismissed it as
“election drama”.

When the Congress is in
power and enjoys ache din
(good days), it does not re-
member Dalits, OBC and wo-
men but when its “bure din
(bad days) refuse to go
away,” it remembers women
in U.P. just like it is wooing
Dalits in Punjab, Ms. Maya-
wati said.

‘40% Cong. candidates
in U.P. will be women’
No decision yet on contesting, says Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
special correspondent

LUCKNOW

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra

The coming bypolls to two
Assembly seats in Bihar have
deeply divided allies Rashtri-
ya Janata Dal (RJD) and the
Congress, with each sniping
at the other after they decid-
ed to contest the elections
on their own. 

The Kusheshwar Asthan
and Tarapur Assembly seats
fell vacant due to the death
of the incumbent legislators. 

The Congress’s State in-
charge Bhakta Charan Das
even went to the extent of ac-
cusing the RJD of colluding
with “communal forces”,
without specifically naming
the BJP. 

The RJD retorted that Mr.
Das was completely unaware
of the State’s political history
and “drawing room politics”
would not pay dividends.

The RJD refused to con-
cede Kusheshwar Asthan to
the Congress, though the lat-
ter contested the seat in
2020. 

The Congress candidate,
Ashok Kumar, lost by a little
over 7,000 votes to the JD
(U). 

“The alliance among the

Congress, the RJD and the
Left happened on the basis
of secular, democratic and
socialist ideals. The alliance
was specifically to fight the
communal forces. The ob-
vious question that comes to
mind is that if the RJD has
broken the alliance, are they
now with the communal
forces,” Mr. Das asked,
speaking to The Hindu. 

‘An insult’ 
By refusing the Congress’s
demand, Mr. Das noted that
the RJD was insulting the
other 19 Congress legislators
who had been supporting
them. “They are denying our

very existence,” he added. 
In a sharp riposte, senior

RJD leader and Rajya Sabha
member Manoj K. Jha said
Mr. Das’s comments were
both unfortunate and tragi-
cally funny. The latter was
betraying his lack of know-
ledge of Bihar’s political his-
tory, he said.

“He obviously does not
know about the sacrifices
that Laluji and the RJD have
made to fight communal
forces. Laluji was the only
Chief Minister in the country
to stop the BJP’s rath yatra
and arrest L.K. Advani. It’s
unfortunate that no one
even briefed him after he

took charge of the State,” Mr.
Jha observed. 

The Congress is hoping to
utilise the opportunity to re-
energise its cadre, who for
long have played only a sup-
porting role in the RJD-led al-
liance. To assert its serious-
ness about the task at hand,
it appointed its secretaries
Chandan Yadav and Ranjeet
Ranjan as observers for the
two seats.

Made scapegoat 
Mr. Das said the Congress
was wrongly blamed for not
delivering in the 2020 As-
sembly polls. The RJD
spared 70 seats for the Con-
gress but the latter could on-
ly win 19 seats. “There were
26 seats, which the RJD had
traditionally contested but
palmed off to us just before
the polls and obviously we
couldn’t recover the seats.
And there are 16 other seats
where the RJD votes did not
transfer to us. So, it is wrong
to blame us for the Mahagat-
bandhan’s defeat,” Mr. Das
stressed. So far, both sides
have been careful not to
brand the tensions as a di-
vorce.

RJD, Congress divided over bypolls
Each has been sniping at the other after deciding to go it alone in Bihar

Foregoing ties: RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav addressing an
election campaign in Tarapur on Tuesday. * PTI

Sobhana K. Nair 

New Delhi

Sena leader moves SC
against NCB official
MUMBAI

Shiv Sena leader Kishore
Tiwari has approached the
Supreme Court seeking a
judicial investigation against
an official at the Narcotics
Control Bureau in Mumbai for
allegedly targeting select
film celebrities and a few
models for the past two
years. Mr. Tiwari termed the
arrest of actor Shahrukh
Khan’s son Aryan on a cruise
ship a violation of his
fundamental right.

IN BRIEF

Bihar MLA seeks arms
licences for J&K migrants
PATNA

In the wake of the attacks on
Bihari migrants in Kashmir,
BJP MLA from Barh
Gyanendra Singh Gyanu on
Tuesday said the Centre
should provide arms licences
to non-local residents in
Jammu and Kashmir so that
they could defend
themselves. Mr. Gyanu said,
“When terrorism was peaking
in Punjab, people were given
licences to own AK-47 rifles,
and the same can be done in
J&K as well.”

CBI books 2 for child
sexual abuse material
NEW DELHI 

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has
booked two persons for
circulating child sexual abuse
material through social
media. The first accused,
Dharani P., of Vellore in Tamil
Nadu, was creating or
downloading digital images
and sharing them via two
phone numbers and three
email IDs since June 2020. In
the second case, Kratarth
Kanungo, from Ghaziabad,
created an Instagram account
and circulated sexually
explicit images of children
since April last year.

National Commission for
Scheduled Castes (NCSC)
Chairman Vijay Sampla has
asked Giani Harpreet Singh,
chief priest of the Akal Takht
— the highest Sikh temporal
seat — to ensure that the
‘bhog’ ceremony of Lakhbir
Singh, who was allegedly
murdered in Haryana’s Soni-
pat, is performed as per the

Sikh code of living.
Mr. Sampla, in a letter to

Mr. Singh, said, “You must
be aware of the brutal mur-
der of Lakhbir Singh. You
must have also got the infor-
mation that some people, es-
pecially the members of Sat-
kar committee, objected to
the victim’s cremation as per
Sikh rituals, citing sacrilege
of Sri Guru Granth Sahib.
However, in the viral video,

the culprits and other peo-
ple can be seen saying Lakh-
bir Singh had disrespected
the Sikh holy book but in
reality, no video has sur-
faced on the social media or
news organisations which
can prove that Lakhbir Singh
did the sacrilege.”

Mr. Sampla said Lakhbir
Singh should not be stated as
‘guilty’ until the police inves-
tigation proved the same.

Singhu Dalit murder: ensure
‘bhog’ rituals, Akal Takht told
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

CHANDIGARH

Photographs of a meeting
between Union Agriculture
Minister Narendra Tomar
and Baba Aman Singh, lead-
er of the Nihang sect, whose
members have confessed to
killing a young man at the
Singhu border in Haryana’s
Sonipat, have created a flut-
ter in political circles.

The Agriculture Ministry,

however, made it clear that
the meeting, held in July this
year, was not an official
meeting and took place at
the residence of Minister of
State for Agriculture Kailash
Choudhary.

The photographs of the
meeting show Mr. Tomar,
Mr. Choudhary, Gurmeet
Singh Pinki — a Punjab police
officer who was dismissed
from service and convicted

for murder — and Baba
Aman Singh together.

“It was a courtesy meet-
ing... As a politician, Mr. To-
mar meets with a lot of peo-
ple and his doors are always
open to religious leaders,” a
senior official told The Hin-
du. Asked whether the meet-
ing was in relation to the
farmers’ protests, the official
denied any connection.

With the photographs go-

ing viral on social media, the
Congress hit out at the BJP,
demanding an explanation. 

Punjab’s Deputy Chief Mi-
nister Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa said there ap-
peared to be a conspiracy to
defame the ongoing farmers’
agitation. Mr. Randhawa said
the government will get to
the bottom of the case and
expose the conspirators be-
hind the incident.

Tomar met Nihang leader: Cong.
Photographs of Agriculture Minister with Baba Aman Singh have gone viral
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has directed all govern-
ment departments to have a
fresh look at all existing pro-
cesses and scrap unneces-
sary paperwork and com-
pliances, as part of a special
spring-cleaning exercise this
month. 

Cabinet Secretary Rajiv
Gauba, in a recent missive to
all Secretaries, has asked
each department to weed
out old files, clear all pend-
ing public grievances and re-
ferences from MPs and
States, while endeavouring
to meet any assurances
made to Parliament as part
of a special campaign. 

In the course of disposing
of such pending matters and
references, “the existing pro-
cesses may be reviewed with
a view to reducing com-
pliance burden, and unne-

cessary paperwork done
away with, wherever feasi-
ble”. Mr. Gauba invoked the
PM’s Independence Day ad-
dress this year where Mr.
Modi had emphasised the
need to review rules and pro-
cedures on a continuing ba-
sis. 

To be monitored by the
Department of Administra-
tive Reforms and Public Grie-
vances (DARPG) in the Minis-
try of Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions,
this special campaign to run
till the end of October is
based on the directions of
the PM, the Cabinet Secre-

tary conveyed. Secretaries
have now been asked to
monitor the progress on re-
solving pending issues on a
daily basis and send a weekly
report to the DARPG. 

“As you are well aware,
timely and effective disposal
of public grievances, refe-
rences from MPs and State
Governments, inter-ministe-
rial consultations, parlia-
mentary assurances, etc. is
an important part of the
work of Ministries and De-
partments. However, these
issues sometimes do not re-
ceive the desired attention,”
he noted. 

“During the special cam-
paign, all out efforts may be
made to dispose of the iden-
tified pending references,
and do so in a meaningful
manner,” Mr. Gauba empha-
sised, before reiterating in-
structions to ensure that of-
fices are clean with a “good
work environment”. 

‘Temporary files’
Asking Departments to weed
out files of “temporary na-
ture”, the Cabinet Secretary
has also urged them to re-
view the period for which
different records are re-
tained. Files must neither be
prematurely destroyed nor
kept for periods longer than
necessary.

“Further, redundant
scrap material and obsolete
items may be discarded dur-
ing this campaign to improve
cleanliness at work places,”
Mr. Gauba said.

PM orders drive to cut red tape
Officials must weed out old files, clear all pending references from MPs 
Vikas Dhoot 

NEW DELHI 

Rajasthan continues to reel
under an acute shortage of
di-ammonium phosphate
(DAP) fertilizer, which has
adversely affected the sow-
ing of rabi crops, especially
mustard and gram, in an es-
timated 50 lakh hectare
area. 

The State Government
has made a request to the
Centre to make available 1.1
lakh tonnes of DAP during
October.

Chief Minister Ashok Geh-

lot, who reviewed the availa-
bility of fertilizers here on
Tuesday, said he had drawn
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s attention in a letter
about the difficulties being
faced by farmers.

Mr. Gehlot said DAP was
supplied only by the Union
Government.

Against the demand for
1.5 lakh tonnes in the State
in October, 68,000 tonnes
has been approved by the
Centre. Of that, only 60,000
tonnes have been received
so far.

Rajasthan reels under
DAP fertilizer shortage
Sowing hit on 50 lakh hectares
Mohammed Iqbal

JAIPUR

Ten Central trade unions on
Tuesday wrote a joint letter
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to stop the sale of Air
India to the Tatas and roll
back what they termed the
“policy of selling national
assets”.

They said the people of
the country and the em-
ployees of Air India, in par-
ticular, were unhappy with
the recently announced sale
of the national carrier.

“By selling Air India by
hook or by crook (because it
is slowly emerging that it
has been sold for a song),
the Government has tried to
cover up its misdeeds,” the
letter stated, while listing
out decisions in the past
that had left Air India in a
precarious financial
position.

“This sale of Air India to
Tatas facilitates an oligopo-

ly. The combined revenues
of the three airlines — Air In-
dia, Vistara and Air Asia—
amounted to ₹40,500 crore
in 2020, out of the total re-
venues of the entire indus-
try amounting to ₹95,700
crore, i.e. 42.32%,” the letter
noted.

There was no clarity on
the future of the 14,000 em-
ployees of the airline, who
were praised for their ser-
vice during the COVID-19
lockdown, it added.

Central trade unions ask
PM to roll back AI sale
‘No clarity on future of employees’
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Narendra Modi
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(set by Sunnet)

Display keystrokes of genius.
Type your answers in our online grids.

@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn

■ ACROSS
1 Clever method’s nearly complete (6)

4 Black’s proposal to get English aircraft (8)

10 Do italics when correctly placed show the lengthening of a

normally short syllable (9)

11 Circle a sister’s retreat (5)

12 Van has nothing left to sing (5)

13 Cat’s killer? (9)

14 Exotic chanter’s part (7)

16 Store in second step (4)

19 Dull poet is sent back (4)

21 Author is the devil (7)

24 One accustomed to covering society without a policy? (9)

25 Trustee’s deed for plot (5)

26 Nearly fool me at first with peculiar expression (5)

27 To prevent reproduction doctor/sister lie (9)

28 Mobile atlases to attract unknown levy (5,3)

29 Run a little way to get a large quantity of paper (6)

■ DOWN

1 Give Australian money to a metro enterprise (8)

2 Gingerly ate crack in rest period (3,5)

3 Before seen in the hunt I loved (5)

5 Settle scores with some traitorous partners (7)

6 Expert to cross one fragment of chromosome of basic life form (9)

7 Charge like captain (6)

8 Papers point to sassy broadcast (6)

9 Stereotype of communist picketing insurance company (6)

15 Charles gets new trims for Noel (9)

17 Gloomy local has half the eggs (8)

18 Geographical line that is more in theory (8)

20 Coffee dispenser in taproom is beginning to tilt? Ay! (7)

21 Reformed odd German trickster (6)

22 Shakes birds (6)

23 Loyal crowd around the shores of India (6)

25 Time to join a card game after missing husband’s turn (5)

SCAN TO PLAY

+ 13381
SUDOKU

Solution to puzzle 13380 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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It is said that the Vedas took an avatara as Valmiki’s Ramaya-
na. Vedanta Desika says that Ramayana is superior to the Ve-
das. This is because it highlights the Lord’s qualities much
better than the Vedas do. In fact, the purpose of the Ramaya-
na itself is to throw light on His qualities. 

Vashnava Acharyas have looked at the Ramayana from a
Vedantic angle, said Navalpakkam Vasudevachariar in a dis-
course. We understand saranagati, Para Tattva, Parama pu-
rushartha etc by reading the Ramayana. The Ramayana can
also be looked at from other angles. It tells us the dharma to
be followed by each one of us. It is of use to us as we carry
out our day-to-day activities. It is like reading the purva bha-
ga of the Vedas. And of course, it can be looked at as litera-
ture, and enjoyed by everyone. It is a pleasing kavya, and we
can admire the choice of words, and Valmiki’s presentation. 

Vedanta Desika says that no poet was born to equal Valmi-
ki. As a story too, the Ramayana has something for eve-
ryone, from child to adult. Valmiki gives us nothing but the
truth. That is because every conversation in the Ramayana
is an accurate reporting by Valmiki. Brahma gave him the
boon of being able to see and hear all that happened during
the Rama avatara. So his work is a truthful account of what
happened. And the entire work of 24,000 slokas has come
down to us intact. It is seldom that a work is handed down
from generation to generation, without even a small portion
being lost. 

The Ramyana is an ocean, which contains many gems. In
the case of an ocean, one must get to the depths to obtain
the gems. In the same way, one must study the Ramayana
deeply to get to the gems it holds inside it.

FAITH

Different angles

India, Israel, the United
Arab Emirates and the Unit-
ed States have decided to
launch a new quadrilateral
economic forum, as Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar joined his counter-
parts at a videoconference
from Jerusalem, where he is
on a five-day visit. 

The quadrilateral, which
followed his bilateral meet-
ing with Israeli Alternate
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Yair Lapid, builds
on ongoing cooperation bet-
ween the U.S., Israel and the
UAE after the Abraham Ac-
cords last year, and the In-
dia, Israel and UAE coopera-
tion that was launched
since.

Mr. Jaishankar said it was
a fruitful first meeting with
Mr. Lapid, UAE Minister of
Foreign Affairs Sheikh Ab-
dullah Bin Zayed and U.S.
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken, “on economic
growth and global issues”.

In an interesting aside,
Mr. Jaishankar’s travel to Is-
rael is also routed via the
UAE, on flights that started
as a consequence of the
Abraham Accords and the
opening of diplomatic mis-
sions and flights between
them.

Infrastructure projects
Mr. Lapid added that the
grouping had decided to es-
tablish an international fo-
rum for economic coopera-
tion, and specifically
discussed “possibilities for
joint infrastructure
projects”.

The U.S. State Depart-
ment said that during the
meeting on Monday, the

four Ministers discussed “ex-
panding economic and polit-
ical cooperation in the Mid-
dle East and Asia, including
through trade, combating
climate change, energy
cooperation, and increasing
maritime security,” as well
as ways to counter the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. 

Foreign Ministers of the
U.S., Israel and the UAE had
met in Washington on Oc-
tober 13 to discuss modali-
ties of trilateral cooperation,
and set up two working
groups: on religious coexis-
tence and the other on water
and energy.

Business groups in India,
the UAE and Israel have also
been in talks for trilateral
cooperation since diplomat-
ic ties were established, and
the International Federation
of Indo-Israel Chambers of
Commerce (IFIIC) has pred-
icted that the potential for
agreements backed by Israe-
li innovation, UAE funding
and Indian manufacturing,
given India’s close ties and
strategic partnership with
the two other countries

could cross $100 billion by
2030. In the first such ven-
ture, a UAE project for ro-
botic solar panel cleaning
technology was signed by Is-
raeli company Ecoppia that
has a manufacturing base in
India.

Significantly, neither the
quadrilateral meeting, nor
the trilateral meeting dis-
cussed the issue of Palestine
and resuming the “Middle
East peace process”, alth-
ough the Joe Biden adminis-
tration has expressed sup-
port for a “two-state
solution”, that is in line with
India’s broader position.

Bilateral talks
On Monday, Mr. Jaishankar
and Mr. Lapid held bilateral
talks, agreeing to resume
long-pending negotiations
for a free trade agreement, a
mutual recognition agree-
ment for COVID-19 vaccine
certificates, beginning with
Israeli acceptance of Indian
travellers vaccinated with
Covishield, and Israel’s join-
ing the International Solar
Alliance.

India, Israel, UAE and
U.S. launch quad forum
S. Jaishankar says it was a fruitful first meeting
Suhasini Haidar 

NEW DELHI

Biennial exercise: S. Jaishankar with the IAF contingent at the
Ovda airbase in Israel on Tuesday. * PTI

The newly announced qua-
drilateral meeting between
India, Israel, the UAE and
the U.S. is a forum for eco-
nomic cooperation for the
moment, said Israel’s Depu-
ty Chief of Mission Rony Ye-
didia-Clein, adding that
more cooperation and high-
level visits would follow as Is-
rael and India mark 30
years of full diplomatic ties
in 2022. 

The big announcement after
the bilateral meeting
between External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar and
Israel Foreign Minister Yair
Lapid was the decision to
resume negotiations on the
Free Trade Agreement.
There have been several
attempts to do this since
2007; where do the blocks to
the agreement lie?
■ The struggle on both sides
is on bureaucratic issues.
Former Ambassador Ron
Malka has gone from being

Ambassador here to Direc-
tor-General at the Ministry of
the Economy, and maybe
he’ll be able to push things
forward since he has a perso-
nal interest in India. I think
his counterparts here on the
Indian side will also have an
interest in pushing things for-
ward. 

Will it be essentially an
agreement on goods? Or will
services be included in the
FTA negotiations? 
■ We will have to see how
that’s resolved. Israel is more
interested in seeing it purely
on goods. We have to see
how the negotiations work
out. I think [the deadline in
2022] will put a little bit more
pressure on the two sides to,
you know, make it work. 

Where did the idea for the
India-Israel-UAE-U.S.
quadrilateral come from and
where is this headed? 
■ We understand that Minis-
ter Lapid was in the United
States, and he had talks with

his counterparts there. And
the UAE Minister was also
there at the time. So it came
up in a conversation and
they agreed on having some
sort of a structure like that.
Since India is such a close
and important strategic
partner and Dr. Jaishankar
planned to visit the week af-
ter Mr. Lapid was in the U.S.

I think it holds a lot of pro-
mise. India has a very con-
structive relationship with
the UAE, it has a wonderful

relationship with Israel. I
think it also has a very, very
good relationship with the
United States as well. So, why
not bring everything togeth-
er, for the good of the citi-
zens of four countries? And
especially speaking of eco-
nomics, here, I mean, we’re
talking about ery huge op-
portunities in trade and all
the different fronts.

Does a quadrilateral like this
also have a strategic purpose
when it comes to West Asia? 
■ I think right now we’re
talking more about the eco-
nomic opportunities here
and less about the strategic
ones. 

The U.S. State Department
spokesperson spoke about
the quadrilateral being an
area for economic and
political coordination. Now
UAE by its own admission
already plays a role in
mediating talks between
India and Pakistan. Do you
see a role for India in the

Middle East [Israel-Palestine]
peace process? 
■ I wouldn’t rule it out, but I
don’t know if there is any
specific role right now. 

Israel will participate at the
Dubai Expo, where India has
a pavilion as well. Will there
be discussions on avenues
for India-Israel-UAE trilateral
cooperation, and in what
fields? 
■ Well, I think we can see
[trilateral cooperation] in a
number of different fields.
We’re talking about water,
we’re talking about agricul-
tural opportunities, we’re
talking about health oppor-
tunities. The fact that India
and Israel have neighbouring
pavilions at Dubai at the Ex-
po, and we already have joint
events there with Federation
of Indian Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FICCI),
will help to organise these
events. So the opportunities
are there, and we [will] leave
it to the private sector to de-
velop these. 

INTERVIEW | RONY YEDIDIA-CLEIN

‘The focus will be on economic cooperation’
Newly formed group to focus on trade rather than strategic ties, says Israel’s acting Ambassador 

Suhasini Haidar 

<> We’re talking about
water, we’re talking
about agricultural
opportunities, we’re
talking about health
opportunities

Assam BJP unit president
Bhabesh Kalita has reported-
ly said the State Government
will consider allowing three
persons to ride a two-wheel-
er after the petrol price
touches ₹200 a litre. 

He also predicted that the
price of edible oil, now
about ₹250 a litre, will fall af-
ter the harvesting of mustard

in the State. 
A former Minister who

was appointed party State
chief in June, Mr. Kalita said
fuel price rise was inevitable
because of an increase in
crude oil prices in the inter-
national market. However,
during an event in northern
Assam’s Tamulpur on Octob-
er 18, he advised the people
to avoid using luxury cars to
save fuel and use two-wheel-
ers to commute. 

“I suggest tripling on two-
wheelers when petrol sells at
₹200 a litre. When that hap-
pens, we can take the Go-

vernment’s permission to al-
low three people on one
motorcycle or even manu-
facture two-wheelers with
three seats,” Mr. Kalita said. 

Petrol and diesel prices
stood at ₹101.97 and ₹94.43
in Assam on Tuesday.

The Congress ridiculed
Mr. Kalita’s “insensitivity” to
the difficulties being faced
by the people because of the
domino effect of the fuel
prices on essential goods. 

“Whether he meant to be
funny or was serious, his
comment conveys the deep
disrespect the BJP has to the

issues being faced by the
common people,” said Bob-
beeta Sharma, media chair-
person of the Congress in As-
sam. She reminded Mr.
Kalita of the protests the BJP
staged in 2013 when the pric-
es were much cheaper. 

The Assam BJP president
also said he was hopeful of
mustard oil becoming
cheaper. “It is a matter of
time.” 

In Meghalaya, several or-
ganisations demanded the
slashing of the value-added
tax and other levies on fuel
to bring down prices. 

‘Ride triples when petrol hits ₹200 a litre’
Assam BJP chief
suggests 3 riders
on a two-wheeler
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI

The Madhya Pradesh Go-
vernment is planning to
conduct a legal enquiry in-
to a video clip of a Ramlee-
la skit, staged by some stu-
dents of the All India
Institute of Medical Scienc-
es (AIIMS) in Delhi, which
it found offensive. The skit,
performed on the occasion
of Dasara, sparked criti-
cism after which the insti-
tute’s student body issued
an apology.

“The video clip of Delhi
AIIMS Ramleela skit is very
offensive. I will tell the of-
ficers to conduct legal in-
quiry,” Madhya Pradesh
Minister for Home, Jail and
Parliamentary Affairs and
Law Narottam Mishra
tweeted in Hindi.

The AIIMS administra-
tion had a discussion with
the students on the matter
and clarified that the skit
was not part of any official
activity or event and the
students had organised it
on their own. 

The AIIMS Student Asso-
ciation tweeted an
apology.

According to media re-
ports, the skit was per-
formed by some first-year
MBBS students near the
hostel quadrangle on the
AIIMS campus on the occa-
sion of Dasara. A video clip
of the event shared on so-
cial media later sparked
criticism and with de-
mands for action against
the students for “disres-
pectful portrayal” of reli-
gious figures.

M.P. to launch
probe into
Ramleela skit 
Anup Dutta

BHOPAL

Bhaskarabda, an era count-
ed from the date of the as-
cension of a seventh century
local ruler, will be added to
Saka and Gregorian eras in
the official calendar of the
Assam Government. 

This was decided at a
meeting that Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma held
with officials of the General
Administration Department
on October 18. 

Bhaskarabda began when
Bhaskaravarman was
crowned ruler of the Kamru-
pa kingdom. He was a con-
temporary and political ally
of northern Indian ruler

Harshavardhana. 
“We have decided that in

addition to Saka and Gregor-
ian, Bhaskarabda will be
used in the official calendar
by the Assam Government.

We have also decided to
have a theme-based calen-
dar every year,” Mr. Sarma
said. 

The themes, he said,
could be wildlife, plants, cul-
ture, cuisine and other as-
pects of Assam. 

Unlike Gregorian, where
a day starts at midnight, the
Assamese calendar begins
and ends at sunrise over 24
hours. While the Gregorian
goes by the solar cycle, the
Saka and Bhaskarabda eras
use a lunisolar system based
on both the phases of the
moon and the solar year. 

The gap between Bhaska-
rabda and Gregorian is 593
years.

It uses a lunisolar system based on moon phases, solar year

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Guwahati

Himanta Biswa Sarma

Bhaskarabda to be added to
official calendar of Assam

The decline in daily new in-
fections across India has
prompted INSACOG, the
consortium of labs focused
on sequencing coronavirus
variants, to “prioritise” new
surveillance approaches.

In a bulletin dated Octob-
er 11, but made public on
Monday, INSACOG (India
SARS-CoV-2 Genome Con-
sortium) notes: “In view of
currently declining cases
and importance of early de-
tection of increased trans-
mission in the future, INSA-
COG will prioritise
developing and expanding a
SARS-CoV-2 sewage surveil-
lance program.”

The CSIR-Centre for Cellu-
lar and Molecular Biology,
which is also part of the IN-
SACOG network, has since

early 2020 been collecting
sewage from large drains in
cities to check for the pre-
sence of the virus. Because a
large fraction of those afflict-
ed by the virus are asympto-
matic but are carriers of in-
fection, their body fluids and
stool often contain traces of
the virus. Finding large pro-

portions of it in public drains
can often be a precursor to a
fresh outbreak, with a rise in
symptomatic infections.

A study on these lines in
Hyderabad had estimated
that nearly 6% of the city
may have been exposed to
the virus from March to Au-
gust 2020. 

India has been observing
a steady decline in new in-
fections with a seven-day av-
erage of 16,000 cases a day.
The all-time low, since the
first wave abated in Febru-
ary, was around 11,000 daily.
It was after this decline that
the second wave started, pri-
marily led by the emergence
of new variants such as Al-
pha, Kappa and Delta. 

“Delta (B.1.617.2 and AY.x)
continues to be the main
VOC (Variant of Concern) in
India. No new VOI (Variant
of Interest) or VOC are noted
in India,” the communique
noted.

As of last week, 1,04,441
coronavirus samples have
been sequenced for their ge-
netic structure, though the
bulk of these are from two
States: Maharashtra and Ker-
ala.

INSACOG to track SARS-CoV-2 in sewage
Finding large proportions in public drains can indicate a precursor to outbreak

New normal: States continue COVID-19 surveillance by taking
nasal and oral swabs for testing. * SUDHAKARA JAIN

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI
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Some two months after the
U.S.’s chaotic troop withdra-
wal from Afghanistan, Zal-
may Khalilzad, America’s
chief negotiator in what was
meant to be an Afghan peace
settlement, has resigned.
Mr. Khalilzad, an Afghan
American, was appointed in
2018 by former U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump and
continued to hold the posi-
tion in the Biden
administration.

Thomas West, who has
been Deputy Special Repre-
sentative for Afghan Recon-
ciliation since January this
year, will replace Mr Khalil-
zad , U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said via a
statement. In his role as de-
puty, Mr. West had already
met Taliban representatives
in Doha after the American
departure. He also made a
trip to Kabul with CIA Direc-
tor William Burns, as per a
CNN report. 

“Thank you to Ambassa-
dor Zalmay Khalilzad for de-
cades of tireless service to
the United States,” Mr.
Blnken said on Twitter,
shortly after the official an-
nouncement went out. Mr.
Khalilzad, a former diplo-
mat, was Ambassador to Af-
ghanistan during the Bush
administration. He had also
served as Ambassador to
Iraq and the U.S. Permanent
Representative to the UN.

Taliban deal
Mr. Khalilzad has been criti-
cised for orchestrating a Fe-
bruary 2020 deal with the
Taliban, details of which
were mostly hammered out
in Doha, cutting out the
former Afghan government.
The U.S. agreed to withdraw

its troops by May 2021 (origi-
nally) with the Taliban re-
fraining from attacking the
troops in return. Mr. Biden
extended the withdrawal
deadline to August 31.

After the U.S. departure,
Mr. Khalilzad had helped get
Americans and vulnerable
Afghans out of the country,
the New York Times report-
ed. As the U.S. was entering
a new phase” in its Afghanis-
tan policy, this was the right
time to resign, Mr. Khalilzad
says in his resignation letter,
a copy of which The Hindu
was able to access.

“The political arrange-
ment between the Afghan
government and the Taliban
did not go forward as envis-
aged. The reasons for this
are too complex and I will
share my thoughts in the
coming day and weeks,” Mr.
Khalilzad writes. Earlier, he
had dismissed the notion
that the Afghan forces would
surrender to the Taliban. 

“I personally believe that
the statements that their
forces will disintegrate and
the Talibs will take over in
short order are mistaken,”
Mr. Khalilzad had told the
House of Representatives in
May this year.

Mr. Khalilzad had said in

May last year, in an inter-
view to The Hindu, that the
U.S. could not see a “better
alternative” to the deal it
had struck with the Taliban
and that India should direct-
ly engage with the outfit.

In his resignation letter,
he says, “We also engaged
our allies and other major
players, including China,
Russia, India and Pakistan.”
However, India was left out
of the ‘extended troika’ talks
(Russia, China, the U.S. and
Pakistan) on Afghanistan
and was not privy , as per re-
cent remarks by External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar,
to the details of what was ne-
gotiated between the U.S.
and the Taliban in Doha.

Host of challenges
The U.S., along with the in-
ternational community, is
now faced with challenges of
negotiating with the Taliban
on human rights, especially
the rights of women, while
getting assistance to Afghan-
istan, which is fast descend-
ing into a humanitarian cri-
sis. These issues are likely to
occupy Mr West’s agenda.

“At the top of the list of
the challenges he will face
include how to support the
humanitarian and develop-
ment needs of the Afghan
people while the Taliban go-
vernment is in power; what
the future of human rights in
Afghanistan will be; and
whether and how the inter-
national community can
make a difference to region-
al security,” Alyssa Ayres,
Dean of the Elliot School of
International Affairs at Ge-
orge Washington University
and a former high ranking
diplomat , told The Hindu.
(With inputs from Suhasini
Haidar in New Delhi)

He will be replaced by deputy Thomas West: Blinken 

Sriram Lakshman

Washington

Zalmay Khalilzad

Zalmay Khalilzad, U.S. envoy
for Afghanistan, steps down

North Korea fired a subma-
rine-launched ballistic mis-
sile (SLBM) from off its East
Coast on Tuesday, South Ko-
rea’s military said, pulling Ja-
pan’s new Prime Minister off
the campaign trail and over-
shadowing the opening of a
major arms fair in Seoul.

The launch, reported by
officials in South Korea and
Japan, came after U.S. and
South Korean envoys met in
Washington to discuss the
nuclear standoff with North
Korea on Monday. Mean-
while, the intelligence chiefs
of the U.S., South Korea, and
Japan were reported to be
meeting in Seoul on Tuesday
as well.

The North Korean launch
would be the latest weapons
test by the country, which
has pressed ahead with mili-
tary development in the face
of international sanctions
imposed over its nuclear

weapons and missile
programmes.

The missile was launched
about 10:17 a.m. local time
from the sea in the vicinity of
Sinpo, South Korea’s Joint
Chiefs of Staff ( JCS) said.

It was not immediately
clear whether the missile
was fired from a submarine

or from a submersible test
barge, as in most previous
tests. “Our military is closely
monitoring the situation and
maintaining readiness pos-
ture in close cooperation
with the U.S., to prepare for
possible additional launch-
es,” JCS said in a statement.

The missile flew about

430-450 km to a maximum
altitude of 60 km, Yonhap
news agency reported.

Kim Dong-yup, a profes-
sor at Kyungnam Universi-
ty’s Far East Institute in Se-
oul, said the latest test likely
involved one of the SLBMs
recently unveiled by North
Korea.

The North displayed new
missiles during its military
parades in October and Janu-
ary, and a previously un-
seen, smaller missile was
spotted at last week’s de-
fence fair in Pyongyang. 

North Korea has also been
working on what would be
its first operational subma-
rine capable of launching an
SLBM, according to South
Korean officials. It currently
has an experimental ballistic
missile submarine it claims
was used in a 2016 test,
though some analysts say
that may have used a barge.

Japanese PM Fumio Kishi-
da cancelled his campaign
schedule and was planning
to return to Tokyo to deal
with the missile situation.

The White House urged
North Korea to refrain from
further “provocations” on
Tuesday, saying the U.S. re-
mained “open to engaging
diplomatically with North
Korea.”

N. Korea fired ‘ballistic missile’: Seoul
The launch comes as the intelligence chiefs of the U.S., South Korea, and Japan meet in Seoul

Reuters

Seoul

Show of strength: North Korea's leader Kim Jong-un interacting with officials at the Defence
Development Exhibition in Pyongyang on October 12. * REUTERS/KCNA

Far-right Trump ally and
former senior adviser Steven
Bannon is likely to be held in
criminal contempt of the
House of Representatives for
defying a subpoena, as a De-
mocrat-led ‘Select Commit-
tee’ looking into the January
6 attack on the U.S. Capitol is
expected, on Tuesday, to
vote to send the matter to the
full House. The Democrat-
controlled legislative cham-
ber is highly likely to ap-
prove sending the contempt
charges to the Justice Depart-
ment as early as this week.

Mr. Bannon has refused to
comply with a subpoena
seeking documents and his
presence for a deposition, on
the grounds that former Pre-
sident Donald Trump has
said information sought is
protected by ‘executive privi-
lege’ and that former staffers
need not therefore comply
with subpoenas. Mr. Trump
filed a suit against the Com-
mittee and the National Ar-
chives in a District Court in
Washington DC on Monday.
The lawsuit called the Com-
mittee’s request a “vexa-
tious, illegal fishing
expedition”.

The House is investigating
Mr. Bannon’s role in the Ja-
nuary 6 attack, when a far-
right mob stormed the Capi-
tol in order to disrupt the
certification of the 2020
election, which Mr. Biden
won. In his War Room pod-
cast episode of January 5, Mr.
Bannon had said, “All hell is
going to break loose tomor-
row.” He also spoke with Mr.
Trump on December 30, the
Committee said, suggesting
that Mr. Trump focus his ef-
forts on January 6, the New
York Times had reported.

Other Trump administra-
tion officials who were sub-

poenaed by the Select Com-
mittee are Indian American
Kash Patel, a former Chief of
Staff to the Acting Defense
Secretary, and White House
officials Mark Meadows and
Dan Scavino.

The Biden administration
has declined to apply ‘execu-
tive privilege’ as sought by
Mr. Trump, over the White
House documents in ques-
tion and has approved an in-
itial 125 pages for release. Mr.
Bannon left the White House
in 2017, after which he be-
came a private citizen — it is
therefore not clear if Mr.
Trump’s conversations with

Mr. Bannon are covered by
executive privilege.

“The Select Committee
believes that this willful refu-
sal to comply with the Sub-
poena constitutes a violation
of federal law,” Chairman of
the Select Committee, Ben-
nie Thompson, reportedly
said in a letter to Mr. Ban-
non’s lawyer, Robert
Costello.

Mr. Costello has told the
Committee that Mr. Bannon
will not produce documents
until a court orders him to
do so or an arrangement is
reached with Mr. Trump, as
per reports.

Steve Bannon faces criminal contempt vote 
Select Committee looking into the Capitol attack is to vote over his refusal to comply with a subpoena
Sriram Lakshman 

Washington

Israel granted approval on
Tuesday for 4,000 Palesti-
nians to register as residents
of the West Bank, the first
such move in the Israeli-oc-
cupied territory in 12 years.

The newly regularised re-
sidents had already been liv-
ing in the West Bank, includ-
ing 1,200 people considered
“undocumented” because
they had not been registered
with the Palestinian Popula-
tion Registry and another
2,800 who had previously
been identified as residents
of the blockaded Gaza Strip.

Boosting ties
Israeli Defence Minister Ben-
ny Gantz said he had ap-
proved the new registrations
on “humanitarian” grounds
as part of his “policy to
strengthen the economy and
improve the lives of Palesti-
nians in Judea and Samaria,”

using the biblical terms for
the southern and northern
West Bank.

Mr. Gantz in August made
the first visit in several years
by an Israeli Cabinet mem-
ber to Palestinian President
Mahmud Abbas for talks
aimed at boosting ties with
the Palestinian Authority,
which suffered during form-
er Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s 2009-2021

tenure.
Senior PA official Hussein

Al Sheikh tweeted on Tues-
day that 4,000 people had
“obtained their right to citi-
zenship”, will be granted
Palestinian identity docu-
ments and changes to their
residential address.

Israel has occupied the
West Bank since the Six Day
War of 1967 and exercises
full administrative control

across much of the territory.
The branch of the Israeli

military responsible for civil
affairs in the occupied Pales-
tinian territories, COGAT,
said that Israel had not ap-
proved a new batch of Pales-
tinian registrations in the
West Bank since 2009.

Israel’s governing coali-
tion, which ended Mr. Neta-
nyahu’s 12 straight years in
office in June, has said it is
committed to boosting liveli-
hoods in the West Bank.

Some 4,75,000 Israeli
Jews live in settlements in
the West Bank considered il-
legal under international law
on land Palestinians claim as
part of their future state.

Prime Minister Naftali
Bennett opposes Palestinian
statehood and has ruled out
formal peace talks with the
Palestinian Authority during
his tenure, saying he prefers
to focus on economic im-
provements.

Israel clears residency for Palestinians 
Gantz says registrations for 4,000 on ‘humanitarian’ grounds, a first since 2009

Access granted: Palestinians walk in front of a currency
exchange counter in West Bank, in this file photo. * AFP

Agence France-Presse

Jerusalem

The European Union’s top
official locked horns on
Tuesday with Poland’s
Prime Minister, arguing that
a recent ruling from the
country’s constitutional
court challenging the supre-
macy of EU laws is a threat to
the bloc’s foundations and
won’t be left unanswered.

European Commission
president Ursula von der
Leyen and Mateusz Mora-
wiecki laid bare their diffe-
rences of opinion on rule-of-
law principles during a heat-
ed debate with EU
lawmakers. 

Ms. Von der Leyen ac-
cused Mr. Morawiecki of try-
ing to run away and escape
the debate on the primacy of
European law. He, in turn,
insisted that Poles are in fa-

vour of the “power of the
rule of law” and “don’t be-
lieve in blackmail or pater-
nalistic attitudes” toward
their country.

Relations between Poland
and the EU have been rocky
for years and reached a new
low this month after the tri-
bunal ruled that Polish laws
take precedence over those
of the 27-nation bloc — which
Poland joined in 2004 — es-

calating lingering tensions
over democratic standards
between the country’s right-
wing nationalist government
and EU institutions.

In her introduction, Ms.
Von der Leyen said the Pol-
ish ruling challenges “the
unity of the European legal
order” and undermines the
protection of judicial
independence.

At the heart of the dispute
is the question of who
should have the most power
within the 27-nation bloc —
each individual nation over
its citizens or the EU institu-
tions over the member na-
tions. It was the prime mov-
er behind the exit of Britain
from the EU, and it has
stirred passions in several
eastern and central Euro-
pean nations like Poland and
Hungary. 

Polish PM clashes with EU chief
over supremacy of bloc’s laws
‘Poles don’t believe in blackmail or paternalistic attitudes’

Associated Press

Strasbourg

Mateusz Morawiecki 

The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) is
preparing to allow “mix
and match” coronavirus
vaccine boosting, in which
people get a different addi-
tional shot to the dose they
initially received, U.S. me-
dia reported.

Citing sources familiar
with the situation, the New
York Times said the FDA
might make the announce-
ment on Wednesday when
it is also expected to auth-
orise boosters for the Mo-
derna and Johnson & John-
son vaccines. 

A preliminary study
showed that people who
have received the J&J vac-
cine may benefit from a
booster dose of a different,
messenger-RNA vaccine
such as Pfizer or Moderna.

But multiple reports qu-
oted people familiar with
the discussions as saying
one shot may not be re-
commended over another.

“People should general-
ly get the same vaccine as
their initial series,” a feder-
al official told the Washing-
ton Post.

Proponents of mixing
and matching point to its
benefits in terms of simpli-
fying vaccine rollout, and
ensuring those who need
boosters can get them re-
gardless of which jab they
initially had. “From a pu-
blic health perspective,
there’s a clear need in
some situations for indivi-
duals to receive a different
vaccine,” Amanda Cohn, a
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention official,
told the New York Times. 

In July, the World Health
Organization’s chief scien-
tist Soumya Swaminathan
said mixing and matching
vaccines was “a bit of a da-
ta-free, evidence-free
zone.” 

The U.S. study on boos-
ters has several limitations.
The number of partici-
pants was small, and the
immune response could
evolve beyond the 15 days
observed during the study.

U.S. may allow
mix and match
of booster jabs
Agence France-Presse

Washington

Turkey’s President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan on Tuesday
wound up a visit to Angola,
the first leg of a three-nation
African tour, where he ac-
cused the West of ignoring
calls for change on the
continent.

Since taking office nearly
two decades ago, first as
Prime Minister, Mr. Erdogan
has been fostering ties with
Africa, presenting Turkey as
a fairer player than the conti-
nent’s former colonial pow-
ers and China.

“We as Turkey attach
great importance and value
to our close cooperation
with the continent of Afri-
ca,” he told business leaders
in Luanda on Monday even-
ing, according to a statement
from his AK party. 

“We desire to advance our

relations on the basis of win-
win and equal partnership
while observing mutual res-
pect”. 

In an earlier address to
the Angolan Parliament
posted on the Turkish presi-
dency website, he said “the
fate of the humanity cannot
and should not be left to the
mercy of a handful of coun-
tries that were the victors of
the Second World War”.

“Ignoring the demands

for change is an injustice to
Africa,” he added. 

He noted that Turkey
bore “no stain” of imperial-
ism or colonialism and re-
jected “Western-centric
Orientalist approaches” to
the continent.

In talks with his Angolan
counterpart Joao Lourenco,
he touted Turkey’s natural
gas reserves and distribu-
tion network, which he said
“would be pleased to share
our experiences”.

His next stop is Togo, fol-
lowed by Africa’s economic
powerhouse Nigeria. 

Before travelling to Ango-
la, Mr. Erdogan boasted 38
visits to 28 countries since
he became Prime Minister in
2003 and later as President.

Turkey has 43 Embassies
on the continent and its na-
tional airline is now serving
more than 60 African cities. 

Turkish President promises
‘win-win’ pacts with Africa
He slams the West for ignoring calls for change on the continent

Recep Tayyip Erdogan

Agence France-Presse

JohannesburgSeven years of conflict in Ye-
men has killed or injured at
least 10,000 children, UN-
ICEF said on Tuesday after a
mission to the country.

“The Yemen conflict has
just hit another shameful
milestone: 10,000 children
have been killed or maimed
since fighting started in
March 2015. That’s the
equivalent of four children
every day,” spokesman
James Elder told a UN brief-
ing in Geneva.

The figure only included
child victims whose fates
were known to the organisa-
tion and there were count-
less others, he said.

“UNICEF urgently needs
more than $235 million to
continue its life-saving work
in Yemen till mid-2022,” Mr.
Elder said. “Otherwise the
agency will be forced to

scale down or stop its vital
assistance for vulnerable
children. Funding is critical.
We can draw a clear line bet-
ween donor support and
lives saved. But even with in-
creased support, the war
must come to an end.”

“At the current funding
levels, and without an end
to fighting, UNICEF cannot
reach all these children.
There is no other way to say
this — without more interna-
tional support, more chil-
dren will die,” he warned. 

“Four out of every five
children need humanitarian
assistance. That’s more than
11 million children.”

In addition, “4,00,000
children suffer from severe
acute malnutrition. More
than two million children
are out-of-school. Another
four million are at risk of
dropping out,” said Mr. El-
der. 

‘10,000 children killed,
maimed in Yemen’
Conflict hits shameful milestone: UNICEF

Agence France-Presse

Geneva

The Taliban have promised
plots of land to relatives of
suicide bombers who at-
tacked U.S. and Afghan sol-
diers, in a provocative ges-
ture that seems to run
counter to their efforts to
court international support.

The Taliban’s acting Inte-
rior Minister, Sirajuddin
Haqqani, offered the reward
to dozens of family mem-
bers of bombers gathered at
a Kabul hotel, Interior Mi-
nistry spokesman Saeed
Khosty tweeted on Tuesday. 

Addressing the gathering
on Monday evening, Haqqa-
ni praised the sacrifices of
“martyrs and fidayeen,” re-
ferring to fighters killed in
suicide attacks, Khosty
tweeted. Haqqani called
them “heroes of Islam and
the country,” according to
the spokesman. At the end

of the meeting, he distribut-
ed 10,000 afghanis ($112)
per family and promised
each a plot of land.

Khosty posted photos of
Haqqani, his face blurred,
embracing the relatives in a
packed auditorium. 

The event comes as the
Taliban attempt to open di-
plomatic channels with an
international community
largely reluctant to formally
recognise their rule in Af-
ghanistan. 

The event signals conflict-
ing approaches within the
Taliban leadership. They are
trying to position them-
selves as responsible rulers,
who promise security for all
and have condemned sui-
cide attacks by their rivals,
the militant Islamic State
group. On the other hand,
they praise such tactics
when it comes to their fol-
lowers. 

Taliban offers cash, land
to kin of suicide bombers
Minister calls them country’s heroes
Associated Press

Kabul
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PRICE CHANGE

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 792.25. . . . . . -18.30

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3183.75. . . . . . -57.75

Axis Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 801.65. . . . . . -11.65

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3911.55. . . . . . . . -4.40

Bajaj Finserv. . . . . . . . . . .. 19076.55. . . . . 398.60

Bajaj Finance. . . . . . . . . .. . . . 7739.30. . . -126.25

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 681.10. . . . . . . . . 0.50

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 453.05. . . . . . . . -9.45

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3795.90. . . . . . -41.45

Cipla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 906.20. . . . . . . . . 2.45

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 184.50. . . . . . . . -0.80

Divis Lab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 5192.10. . . -150.95

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 4801.80. . . . . . -75.70

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. . . . 2703.70. . . -122.65

Grasim Ind. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1717.90. . . . . . -36.05

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1232.10. . . . . . . 10.70

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2822.90. . . . . . . 11.40

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1688.70. . . . . . . 18.40

HDFC Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 702.80. . . . . . . . -0.80

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 2876.05. . . . . . -28.05

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 533.75. . . . . . . . -9.05

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2546.80. . . -107.20

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 747.45. . . . . . . . . 2.00

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1194.00. . . . . . -25.60

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1822.15. . . . . . . 30.00

Indian OilCorp. . . . . . . .. . . . . . 133.80. . . . . . . . -2.55

ITC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 245.95. . . . . . -16.60

JSW Steel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 691.55. . . . . . -24.25

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2035.35. . . . . . . 23.75

L&T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1846.05. . . . . . . 57.60

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 917.50. . . . . . . . . 6.55

Maruti Suzuki. . . . . . . . .. . . . 7655.65. . . . . . . . -1.35

Nestle India Ltd. . . . .. 19368.45. . . . . . -70.00

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 149.65. . . . . . . . . 0.10

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 158.60. . . . . . . . -3.50

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 198.65. . . . . . . . -5.15

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2731.85. . . . . . . 24.25

SBI Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1193.45. . . . . . . . . 0.95

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 488.20. . . . . . . . -9.75

Shree Cement . . . . . . . .. 27696.80. . . -494.50

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 827.35. . . . . . . . -8.55

Tata Consumer

Products Ltd. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 843.30. . . . . . . . -0.65

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 481.90. . . . . . -27.70

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1366.90. . . . . . -44.15

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3634.15. . . . . . -13.00

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . 1539.10. . . . . . . 59.45

Titan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2484.90. . . -103.90

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 7170.10. . . -229.20

UPL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 733.70. . . . . . -17.40

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 711.55. . . . . . . . . 1.80

market watch

19-10-2021 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 61,716 ddddddddddddd-0.08 

Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 46,580 ddddddddddddddd0.59

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 84.92 ddddddddddddddd0.25

IN BRIEF

2 top Ola executives 
to quit ahead of IPO
BENGALURU

SoftBank Group-backed
ride-hailing firm Ola is set to
lose two top executives, as
per an internal memo seen
by Reuters, ahead of a likely
$1 billion IPO. CFO Swayam
Saurabh and COO Gaurav
Porwal are leaving, as per
the memo sent to staff by
CEO Bhavish Aggarwal. Ola
did not immediately respond
to a Reuters request for
comment. REUTERS

P&G unveils ₹500-crore
rural growth fund 
MUMBAI

Procter & Gamble (P&G)
India has announced a
₹500-crore ‘P&G Rural
Growth Fund’ to accelerate
inclusive growth in rural
market. “This fund will
provide external partners an
opportunity to collaborate
with P&G on business
solutions customised for
meeting the needs of rural
consumers. This will include
solutions like tech-enabled
selling,” the firm said. 

Policybazaar parent gets
nod for ₹6,018-cr. IPO
NEW DELHI

PB Fintech Ltd., that
operates online insurance
platform Policybazaar and
credit-comparison portal
Paisabazaar, has received
SEBI's approval to raise
₹6,017.50 crore through an
initial share-sale. The initial
public offer (IPO) comprises a
fresh issue of ₹3,750 crore
worth of equity shares and
an offer for sale of ₹2,267.50
crore, as per DRHP. PTI

‘Gold demand likely to
stay robust in 2022’
MUMBAI

The demand for gold is likely
to remain subdued this year
following COVID-related
disruptions that continues in
India, the World Gold Council
(WGC) said in a report.
However, in 2022, the impact
of pent-up demand for the
precious metal is likely to
herald a period of robust
demand, the council said in
the report titled ‘The Drivers
of Indian Gold.’ PTI

Domestic aviation has been
making a steady recovery
from the brutal impact of the
second wave of COVID-19. 

Indian airlines together
ferried a little more than 70
lakh passengers in Septem-
ber, registering a growth of
5.4% over the previous
month, according to the Di-
rectorate General of Civil
Aviation’s monthly report.

Second wave impact
The last time passenger traf-
fic figures exceeded 70 lakh
was in March, following
which they saw a sharp drop
— 57.25 lakh in April, 21.15
lakh in May — before starting
to recover to 31.13 lakh in

June, 50.07 lakh in July and
67.01 lakh in August.

However, domestic pas-
senger traffic still continues
to lag behind levels seen
prior to the second wave.

During the best months so
far since the outbreak of CO-
VID-19, these numbers ho-
vered between 73 lakh and
78 lakh between December
2020 and March 2021. 

In February 2020, before
the pandemic hit air travel,
India’s monthly domestic
passenger traffic was at 1.23
crore, indicating that last
month’s figures were only at
57% of pre-COVID levels.

The recently-improved
passenger numbers mean
that most airlines witnessed
flights with about two-thirds
of the seats sold.

‘More seats filled’
SpiceJet had the highest pas-
senger load factor (or seat
occupancy) at 78.8%, fol-
lowed by GoAir at 74.1%, In-
diGo at 73.6%, Vistara at
72.4% and AirAsia at 68%. 

Air India, set to be ac-
quired by the Tata group,
had a load factor of 63.7%.

Domestic air traffic rebounds
to highest since second wave
Carriers flew over 70 lakh passengers in Sept., still only at 57% of pre-COVID level

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI Gross non-performing assets
(NPAs) of banks are expect-
ed to rise to 8-9% this fiscal
from 7.5% as on March 31,
but they would still remain
below the peak of 11.2% seen
at the end of fiscal 2018, Cri-
sil Ratings said in a report.

COVID-19 relief measures,
such as the restructuring
dispensation and the Emer-
gency Credit Line Guarantee
Scheme (ECLGS), would
help limit the rise, it said.

“With 2% of bank credit
expected under restructur-
ing by the end of this fiscal,
stressed assets — comprising
gross NPAs and loan book
under restructuring —
should touch 10-11%,” the
ratings agency said.

“The retail and MSME seg-
ments, which together form
40% of bank credit, are ex-
pected to see higher accre-
tion of NPAs and stressed as-
sets this time around,” said
Krishnan Sitaraman, senior
director and deputy chief
ratings officer.

‘Write-off effect’
“Stressed assets in these seg-
ments are seen rising to 4-5%
and 17-18%, respectively, by
this fiscal end. The numbers
would have trended even
higher but for write-offs, pri-

marily in the unsecured seg-
ment,” he added.

The rural segment, which
was hit harder during the se-
cond wave of the pandemic,
has also seen a strong recov-
ery. Therefore, stressed as-
sets in the agriculture seg-
ment are expected to remain
relatively stable, the ratings
agency pointed out.

‘Base-case scenario’
It said the estimates were
predicated on a base-case
scenario of 9.5% GDP growth
this fiscal and continued im-
provement in corporate cre-
dit quality.

A virulent third wave and
significant deceleration in
demand growth could pose
significant downside risks to
these estimates, it added.

‘Retail, MSMEs to contribute more to stressed assets, NPAs’

Special Correspondent 

MUMBAI 

Gross NPAs of banks to rise
to 8-9% from 7.5%: Crisil

<> As the rural segment
has seen strong
recovery, stressed
assets in agri are
expected to remain
stable

Moody’s Investors Service
on Tuesday raised the out-
look for the Indian banking
system to ‘stable’ from ‘ne-
gative’ citing moderate dete-
rioration of asset quality
since the onset of the pan-
demic and a likely pick-up in
credit growth with econom-
ic recovery.

Moody’s expects India’s
economy to continue to re-
cover in the next 12-18
months, with GDP growing
9.3% in the fiscal year end-
ing March 2022 and 7.9% in
the following year.

“The pick-up in econom-
ic activity will drive credit
growth, which we expect to
be 10-13% annually. Weak
corporate financials and

funding constraints at fi-
nance companies have been
key negative factors for
banks but these risks have
receded,” Moody’s said in its
‘Banking system outlook —
India’ report. The quality of
corporate loans has im-
proved, indicating that
banks have provisioned for
all legacy problem loans in
this segment. The quality of
retail loans has deteriorat-
ed, but to a limited degree
because large-scale job loss-
es have not occurred, it said.

Moody’s raises banking
system outlook to ‘stable’
Cites likely pick-up in credit growth
Press Trust of India

New Delhi Rising global commodity
prices will shave a lot off
the current account lead-
ing to higher imports and a
rise in current account def-
icit, which is likely to print
at 1.3% of the GDP, accord-
ing to a report by Bank of
America Securities (BofA).

Given the sharp increase
in global commodity pric-
es, particularly oil, con-
cerns about current ac-
count deficit (CAD) and its
serviceability have resur-
faced, the report said. 

“But, we see FY22 CAD
at 1.3% of GDP or $40 bil-
lion, up from a 0.9% sur-
plus in FY21, but still well-
contained under the
threshold of 2.5% of GDP,”
BofA said on Tuesday.

CAD to hit 1.3%
on commodity
price rise: BofA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

MUMBAI

FMCG major Nestle India
Ltd on Tuesday reported a
5.15% rise in net profit to
₹617.37 crore for the third
quarter ended September,
driven largely by a high sin-
gle-digit volume and mix
growth in the domestic
market across brands.

Net sales rose 9.63% to
₹3,864.97, Nestle India said
in a BSE filing.

In a separate filing, Nes-
tle India said its board on
Tuesday approved a se-
cond interim dividend of
₹110 per equity share of ₹10
each for the year 2021.

The company said the e-
commerce channel is ex-
pected to continue its
growth journey and is gain-
ing increasing traction.

Nestle India
Q3 net rises
5% to ₹617 cr.
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

Express distribution firm
Gati has ramped up its net-
work capacity by 20-25%
by adding 100 line haul
trucks to its flexi network
to connect locations be-
sides scaling up workforce
by at least 15%, a release
said on Tuesday 

The move is aimed at
cutting down the dwell
time further in view of the
huge spike in demand dur-
ing the festival season,
which is considered a
stress-test time for supply-
chain players, it said.

Moreover, to cater to the
festive demand more effi-
ciently, Gati Air has bol-
stered its network by part-
nering leading airlines,
providing direct connec-
tions to 28 commercial air-
ports in India. 

This is the third direct
airline engagement this
yea, the company said.

Gati boosts
network
capacity, staff
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

MUMBAI

Seeking incentives from the
government, SEPC on Tues-
day said the country’s ser-
vices exports are expected
to reach over $240 billion
during 2021-22 on account
of healthy performance by
segments such as profes-
sional and management
consulting services, audio-
visual, freight-transport ser-
vices, and
telecommunications.

Services Export Promo-
tion Council (SEPC) chair-
man Maneck Davar said dur-
ing the first five months of
the current fiscal year, ex-
ports from the sector in-
creased 14% to $95 billion.

“Total services exports
for 2021-22 are expected to
touch over $240 billion and
may increase even further
when the tourism sector is
opened up later in the year,”
Mr. Davar said.

In 2020-21, services ex-
ports dipped by 3% to $206
billion. He added that the re-
covery of services is largely
based on the performance
of sectors such as profes-
sional and management
consulting services.

He also said the target of
$1 trillion in services exports
by 2030 set by the govern-
ment is feasible but there is
a need to look at sectors oth-
er than IT and ITeS for
growth. The need of the
hour is to provide a level-
playing field with manufac-
turing and incentives to tide
over the pandemic.

‘Services exports may
cross $240 bn in 2021-22’
Tourism to give impetus: SEPC chief
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

Bharti Airtel on Tuesday un-
veiled its video platform as a
service offering as the telco
looks to cash in on the over-
the-top (OTT) video market
in the country.

The solution ‘Airtel IQ Vi-
deo’ already has three cus-
tomers — Raj TV, Eros Now
and CG Telecom of Nepal —
and will allow businesses to
build world-class video
streaming products for large
and small screens with mini-
mal investment in infras-
tructure and technology,
the company said.

Bharti expects to on-
board more than 50 brands
on the platform in the com-
ing year.

“Airtel IQ Video is an end-

to-end managed solution
that brings convenience
along with cost benefits,”
Bharti said. 

According to RBSA Advi-
sors, India’s video OTT mar-
ket is expected to touch
$12.5 billion by 2030, from
$1.5 billion, currently. 

The report also highlight-
ed that the next wave of
growth in the OTT land-
scape would come from tier
II, III and IV cities.

Bharti offers ‘IQ Video’ as
service to tap OTT players
‘Indian OTT market to touch $12.5 bn’
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI The industry should do
much more than com-
pliance towards meeting
Environmental, Social and
Governance (ESG) goals,
said Jamshyd N. Godrej,
CMD, Godrej & Boyce Mfg.
Co. Ltd. 

He said this while reiter-
ating the firm’s commit-
ment towards ESG for larg-
er benefit of the all
stakeholders.

The firm had an-
nounced ESG goals with
specific targets to achieve
in 10 years. He said the en-
tire transportation system
should be electrified to
achieve the goals. In the
last 10 years, the firm had
invested more than ₹500
crore in ESG initiatives. 

Godrej urges
firms to step
up ESG efforts
Special Correspondent 

MUMBAI 

Hindustan Unilever Ltd.
(HUL) reported net profit for
the second quarter ended
September 30 grew 9% to
₹2,187 crore, compared with
the year-earlier period, on
the back of a ‘robust broad-
based performance in a
challenging environment’.

HUL also reported a dom-
estic consumer growth of
11% during the quarter. “The
performance was broad-
based, with all three divi-
sions — home care, beauty
and personal care, and
foods and refreshment —
growing competitively,” it
said in a filing. “Business
fundamentals remained

strong with more than three-
fourths of the business gain-
ing market share,” it added.

‘Input cost inflation’
“September quarter wit-
nessed a sequential im-
provement in trading condi-
tions, albeit remained
challenging with unprece-

dented levels of input cost
inflation and subdued con-
sumer sentiments,” said
CMD Sanjiv Mehta. “In this
backdrop, we have delivered
a strong performance, grow-
ing top-line in double digits
and stepping up profitability
sequentially,” he added.

The board declared an in-
terim dividend of ₹15 for the
year ending March 31.

“Looking forward, we re-
main cautiously optimistic
about demand recovery,”
Mr. Mehta said. “In these
times of uncertainty and un-
precedented input cost infla-
tion, we continue to firmly
focus on delivering consis-
tent, competitive, profitable
and responsible growth.”

HUL Q2 net profit rises 9% to
₹2,187 cr. as sales increases 11%
Cautiously optimistic about demand recovery, says Mehta

Special Correspondent 

MUMBAI 

Sanjiv Mehta

‘Power sector given
priority in coal supply’
NEW DELHI

State-owned CIL said the
supply of coal was
prioritised temporarily to
power producers to
replenish their dwindling
stock of the dry fuel. The
statement assumes
significance in the wake of
the country’s power plants
grappling with fuel
shortages. “This was a highly
transitory measure and
normalcy will be restored
soon,” CIL said in a filing. PTI
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SPORT

Why haven’t India won the World
T20 since their first, unexpected,

win in 2007? Fourteen years is a long
time. In 2011, they won the 50-over
World Cup at home, “doing it for Sa-
chin.” It was Sachin Tendulkar’s sixth
and last tournament, and the team was
determined to give him a memorable
send-off.

Already, in an echo of that, there is
talk of doing this one “for Virat”. Virat
Kohli is stepping down from captaincy
in the format after this. 

That year, 2007, was a strange one for
Indian cricket. In March, they bowed
out of the 50-over World Cup in the ear-
ly stages. The photograph following that
defeat, of the senior cricketers with eyes
swollen, emotions on every muscle was
a moving one. Six months later came
the World T20, a new World Cup in a
new format and the seniors withdrew
from the team. 

There were two reasons for this. In-
dia didn’t then think much of T20, echo-
ing the historical lack of initial interest
in the 50-over format. No one gave India

a chance and although the seniors
didn’t think it might be emotionally as
draining, they figured it was a young
man’s game. So India went in with a

larly sixes decide the result. This is an
area India need to work on. Since the
2016 T20 World Cup, India have been
striking a six every 17.4 balls, the West
Indies at the rate of 13.5.

The story of T20 cricket is the story of
the steady drop in balls-per-sixes, from
28 in 2009 to 20 in 2018.

Not a chancy shot
The six is no longer viewed as a chancy
shot, but fundamental to success in the
format.

It is a great percentage shot, someth-
ing that Chris Gayle was probably the
first to realise and act upon. Training in
power-hitting is routine in T20 cricket
now.

As statistics show, India have realised
the importance of six-hitting, but need
to work on the frequency. A three-ball
18 can often be the difference between
teams, often superior even to a 35-ball
50. T20 is the game for ‘sixialists’, the
specialists whose job it is to only hit
sixes.

India go into the tournament as fa-
vourites. It is not a position they are un-
accustomed to. And they have in their
corner the man who took them to victo-
ry in 2007, Dhoni, now in the team as
‘mentor’. All bases are probably co-
vered.

then, but where have India fallen short?
The first and obvious answer is that

with domestic T20 series being played
around the world, every country now
has both the players and the expe-
rience. 

The fact that the first six tournaments
were won by five different countries
seems to suggest that there has been a
levelling off of relative strengths. The
fewer the overs, the more open the
tournament.

In 2016, India tried to upend the fun-
damental theory of batting in T20 — that
hitting sixes matters. They lost to the
West Indies in the semifinals despite
Kohli’s unbeaten 89 off 47 balls (one six)
because the West Indies hit nearly three
times as many sixes. India’s bowlers
bowled crucial no-balls (twice taking
wickets off them) and the West Indies
needing 109 in the last 10 overs made it
comfortably.

Carlos Brathwaite’s four successive
sixes in the final over (off Ben Stokes)
that gave the West Indies their second
title was further confirmation of the the-
ory. In T20 cricket, sixes win matches.

In the last World Cup, the West Indies
hit a six every 16.3 balls against the Top
7 teams; the rate for the other teams in
the top seven was a six every 22.5 balls.
Increasingly, boundaries, and particu-

team whose average age was 23, and
whose new captain, Mahendra Singh
Dhoni was 26.

And it worked. In the final, with Pa-
kistan needing 13 in the last over, Dhoni
called up the inexperienced Joginder
Sharma to bowl. Misbah-ul-Haq hit a six
and then overreached himself in trying
to scoop to leg. A nation held its breath
while the ball descended into the hands
of S. Sreesanth. 

Watching India’s progress was an 18-
year old boy named Virat Kohli. “It had
a huge impact on my career,” he said re-
cently, echoing the sentiment ex-
pressed by the previous generation of
Tendulkar, Rahul Dravid, Sourav Gan-
guly, Anil Kumble and V.V.S. Laxman
who had been inspired by India’s win in
the 1983 World Cup.

IPL was established
India’s win changed the face of cricket.
The IPL was established the following
year, further consolidating India’s posi-
tion as the centre of the cricketing un-
iverse. At the time, the promoter ex-
pressed as many positives of the IPL as
he could dream up. 

And one of them was the way it
would train Indian teams for the World
T20, providing players ready made for
the world stage. It sounded plausible

Doing it for Virat Kohli might involve some serious six-hitting

BETWEEN WICKETS
suresh menon

Game-changers: Chris Gayle and M.S. Dhoni, catching up in Dubai on Monday, have
shown that scoring sixes matters a lot in the shortest format. * TWITTER/BCCI

With its preparations for the
T20 World Cup off to a
smooth start, India would
look to finalise its batting or-
der for the tournament-
proper when it takes on Aus-
tralia in its second and final
warm-up game here on
Wednesday.

As pointed out by skipper
Virat Kohli before the warm-
up game against England on
Monday, India’s top three is
settled with K.L. Rahul and
Rohit Sharma opening the
batting and he coming in at
No. 3.

Rohit didn’t bat against
England and come Wednes-
day, the right-hander is ex-
pected to get a go against the
Australians.

Having made a stroke-
filled 70, before retiring in
the seven-wicket win over
England, Ishan Kishan has
staked his claim for a place in
the playing eleven. 

Fitting in Suryakumar
Rishabh Pant (29 not out)
was promoted ahead of Su-
rya Kumar Yadav and it re-
mains to be seen where the
latter bats on Wednesday.

It remains to be seen if
Hardik Pandya, who is not
bowling and didn’t look
comfortable in his brief stay
against England, will play
purely as a batter.

Sans his bowling, India
will also miss the sixth bow-
ling option in case one of the
five-strong attack has an off

day. Bhuvneshwar Kumar
had one against England, but
Jasprit Bumrah was at his
best.

Mohammed Shami
claimed three wickets but
went for runs, while Rahul
Chahar was taken to task by
the English batters. Ravindra
Jadeja, Shardul Thakur and
Varun Chakravarthy are ex-
pected to get a look in. 

On recent form, since los-
ing the home series against
Australia 2-0 before the 2019

ODI World Cup, India was
unbeaten in eight series in a
row.

Australia’s batting blues
There was mixed news for
Australia in its first warm-up
as David Warner’s horror
run continued after he was
dismissed for a first-ball
duck. Adam Zampa and
Kane Richardson impressed
with the ball, but a middle-
order collapse meant the
Australians needed late ca-

meos to secure a win over
New Zealand.

All-rounder Marcus Stoi-
nis has said his hamstring is
on the mend and he may be
ready to bowl in the match. 

Stoinis, who was sidelined
with the strain in the IPL, has
only batted since returning
to competition. He scored 28
against New Zealand.
The teams (from): 

India: Virat Kohli (capt.), Rohit
Sharma, KL Rahul, Suryakumar
Yadav, Rishabh Pant, Ishan

Kishan, Hardik Pandya, Ravin-
dra Jadeja, Rahul Chahar, R.
Ashwin, Varun Chakravarthy,
Jasprit Bumrah, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, Mohammed Shami, and
Shardul Thakur.

Australia: Aaron Finch (capt.),
Ashton Agar, Pat Cummins,
Josh Hazlewood, Josh Inglis,
Mitchell Marsh, Glenn Maxwell,
Kane Richardson, Steve Smith,
Mitchell Starc, Marcus Stoinis,
Mitchell Swepson, Matthew
Wade, David Warner, and Adam
Zampa.

Match starts at 7.30 p.m.

India will look to freeze its batting order 
Ishan Kishan has staked his claim with a good knock against England

T20 WC WARM-UPS

Press Trust of India

DUBAI

Fine tuning: Rohit Sharma, set to open along with K.L. Rahul in the Super 12s, would look to get into the groove in the second
warm-up game on Wednesday. * FILE PHOTO: K. BHAGYA PRAKASH

England all-rounder Liam
Livingstone is doubtful for
the T20 World Cup after
suffering a finger injury in
his side’s first practice
game against India in
Dubai.

According to a report in
Sky Sports, England will as-
sess Livingstone’s injury in
the next 24 hours and take
a call on his availability.

Livingstone
doubtful after
finger injury
Press Trust of India

London

Harbhajan Singh and Java-
gal Srinath were among 18
cricketers who where
awarded honorary life
memberships by the Mary-
lebone Cricket Club (MCC)
here on Tuesday.

Harbhajan has 417 Test
wickets and more than 700
international wickets. Sri-
nath took 315 and 236 ODI
and Test wickets
respectively.

MCC honour
for Srinath,
Harbhajan
Press Trust of India

LONDON

Former champion Sri Lanka
takes on a confident Ireland
in a tricky first round group
match of the T20 World Cup
here on Wednesday, with
the winning side moving
closer to a Super 12 spot.

Both Sri Lanka and Ire-
land have come into the
match high on confidence af-
ter convincing seven-wicket
wins against Namibia and
the Netherlands respectively
in their lung openers.

Sri Lanka brushed aside
Namibia's challenge with the
bowlers rising to the occa-
sion while Ireland was far su-
perior to the Netherlands as
seamer Curtis Campher set
up victory by sensationally
picking up four wickets off
four balls.

Sri Lanka skipper Dasun
Shanaka will be aware that a
stiffer test awaits it when it
squares off against Ireland
and it can't afford any
slip-ups.

The team will be expect-
ing more from the openers —
Kusal Perera and Pathum
Nissanka — as well as from
the experienced Dinesh
Chandimal. The spinners,
Maheesh Theekshana and

Wanindu Hasaranga in par-
ticular, proved more than a
handful for the Namibia bat-
ters and will be vital to Sri
Lanka's performance as the
tournament goes on.

Ireland, on the other
hand, will be wary of the Sri
Lankan threat after having
made short work of the
Dutch, riding on Campher's
heroics.

It is the batting which fac-
es a stiffer test against a va-
ried Sri Lankan attack, espe-
cially the spinners. 

Ireland test for Sri Lanka 
Both teams are high on confidence after winning starts
Press Trust of India

Abu Dhabi
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Today’s matches

B Netherlands vs Nambia,
3.30 p.m. (IST)

B Sri Lanka vs Ireland, 7.30
p.m. (IST)
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Need to fire: Sri Lanka will bank on opener Kusal Perera 
giving the team a good start. * AFP

The Netherlands would
look to regroup after a
comprehensive loss to Ire-
land and open its account
when it takes on tourna-
ment debutants Namibia in
a must-win match of the
T20 World Cup's first
round here on Wednesday.

Blown away
The Dutch were simply
blown away by the stun-
ning four wickets in four-
balls by Ireland pacer Cur-
tis Campher and they
would hope to quickly for-
get the loss and post a win
against Namibia in the
Group-A game. 

The likes of Ryan ten
Doeschate, best remem-
bered for his incredible
century against England in
the 2011 World Cup, would
look to score big against
the Namibian bowlers and
help the side win its first
match.

For the inexperienced
Namibians, skipper Ger-
hard Erasmus and all-roun-
der David Wiese, who has
earlier played 24 T20Is for
South Africa, hold the key. 

The Dutch 
will look to
bounce back
Press Trust of India

Abu Dhabi

Star all-rounder Shakib Al
Hasan took three wickets
and scored 42 as Bangla-
desh hammered host Oman
by 26 runs on Tuesday to
win its first match of the
Twenty20 World Cup and
stay alive in the
competition.

World No. 6 Bangladesh
came into the contest need-
ing a win to stay in the hunt
for the Super 12 stage and
was bowled out for 153 after
electing to bat. 

Bouncing back
Mustafizur Rahman, who re-
turned figures of four for 36,
and Shakib then shared se-
ven wickets between them
to keep down Oman to 127
for nine and help Bangla-
desh bounce back from the
opening Group B loss to
Scotland.

Oman opener Jatinder
Singh smashed 40 off 33

balls before falling to Sha-
kib’s left-arm spin.

Left-handed opener Mo-
hammad Naim, who
smashed 64 off 50 balls, and
Shakib set up the victory for
Bangladesh with a key third-
wicket stand of 80 after the
Tigers lost two early wick-
ets. Oman fast bowlers Bilal
Khan and Fayyaz Butt took
three wickets each to peg
back Bangladesh after the
big partnership.

Naim, who replaced Sou-
mya Sarkar for the key
match, survived two
dropped catches on 18 and
26 to go on and raise his
third T20 half-century.
The scores:

Bangladesh 153 in 20 overs
(Mohd. Naim 64, Shakib Al Ha-
san 42, Bilal Khan 3/18, Fayyaz
Butt 3/30) bt Oman 127/9 in 20
overs (Jatinder Singh 40, Mus-
tafizur Rahman 4/36, Shakib Al
Hasan 3/28). 

Toss: Bangladesh. Bangladesh
won by 26 runs.

Shakib’s all-round show
takes Bangladesh home 
Claims three wickets and scores 42

Useful partnership: Shakib and Mohd. Naim put on 80 
for the third wicket. * AFP

Agence France Presse

Al Amerat

Richie Berrington smashed
70 to set up Scotland’s se-
cond successive victory at
the T20 World Cup as it de-
feated Papua New Guinea
by 17 runs on Tuesday.

Scotland is now on the
verge of making the Super
12 stage. It rode on a crucial
92-run third-wicket stand
between Berrington and
Matthew Cross, who hit 45,
to post 165 for nine after
electing to bat.

Fast bowler Josh Davey
returned career-best fi-
gures of four for 18 to help
bowl out Papua New Gui-
nea for 148 in 19.3 overs. 

Berrington hit three six-
es and six fours in his 49-
ball knock.
The scores: Scotland 165/9 in
20 overs (Matthew Cross 45,
Richie Berrington 70, Kabua
Morea 4/31, Chad Soper 3/24)
bt Papua New Guinea 148 in
19.3 overs (Norman Vanua 47,
Sese Bau 24, Josh Davey 4/
18). Toss: Scotland.

Scotland won by 17 runs.

Berrington
stars for
Scotland

Agence France Presse

AL AMERAT (OMAN)

Richie Berrington. * AP

T20 WORLD CUP 

Manchester City delivered a
dominant Champions
League performance to
sweep past Club Brugge 5-1
on Tuesday.

Joao Cancelo gave City a
deserved lead on the half-
hour and Riyad Mahrez con-
verted a penalty just before
the break.

Kyle Walker added a third
early in the second half and
19-year-old Cole Palmer
bagged his first Champions

League goal minutes after
coming on as a substitute.

Hans Vanaken pulled a
goal back to great delight
from the home supporters
but Mahrez capped a thump-
ing City victory with his se-
cond of the night.

Meanwhile, Barcelona
and Manchester United face
daunting times ahead as
they restart their continen-
tal campaign on Wednesday
after the international
break.

Losing at Young Boys last
month created new doubts
over Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s
suitability to manage United.

Things do not get any easier
for United, which hasn’t
won a trophy since the Euro-
pa League in 2017, as Atalan-
ta arrives at Old Trafford for
the Group F game.

Needing a win
Sitting in last place in Group
E, Barcelona needs a home
win against Dynamo Kyiv to
have a realistic chance of ad-
vancing to the knockout
stage. The Catalan club has
made it past the group stage
every season since 2001-02.

Barcelona opened with
3-0 losses to both Bayern
Munich and Benfica. It is a
point behind third-place Dy-
namo and four behind se-
cond-place Benfica. 
The results: Besiktas 1 (Larin
24) lost to Sporting CP 4
(Coates 15, 27, Pablo Sarabia
44-pen, Paulinho 89); Club
Brugge 1 (Vanaken 81) lost to
Manchester City 5 (Cancelo 30,
R. Mahrez 43-pen, 84, Walker
53, Palmer 67).

Wednesday’s fixtures: RB Salz-
burg vs Wolfsburg, Barcelona
vs Dynamo Kyiv (10.15 p.m.);
Lille vs Sevilla, Manchester Un-
ited vs Atalanta, Zenit vs Ju-
ventus, Benfica vs Bayern Mun-
ich, Chelsea vs Malmo, Young
Boys vs Villarreal (12.30 a.m.
Thursday).

Manchester City crushes Brugge
Barcelona and Manchester United face the heat

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Agence France-Presse

Bruges (France)

Star performer: Riyad Mahrez scored two and set up another
two as Manchester City ran riot. * GETTY IMAGES
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SPORT

Badminton: Denmark Open,
Star Sports 3, 12.30 p.m.
Men’s T20 World Cup:
Warm-up: India vs Australia,
Star Sports 1 (SD & HD), 3.30
p.m.; first-round: Star
Sports 2 (SD & HD), 3.30 p.m.
& 7.30 p.m.
Champions League: Sony
Ten 2 (SD & HD), 10.15 p.m.;
Sony Ten 1, 2, 3 & Sony Six
(SD & HD), 12.30 a.m.
(Thursday)

TV PICKS

Within a few hours of land-
ing here, favourite Sharath
Kamal warmed up with an
expected victory over one of
his practice-partners, S. Kar-
thikeyan, for a place in the
men’s third round of Nation-
al ranking table tennis cham-
pionship on Tuesday.

Looking keen to gain
some extra on-court time,
Sharath was in no hurry to
neither finish a point nor the
match. As is his wont, Sha-
rath was considerate to his
younger rival before posting
a 12-10, 12-10, 11-8, 11-4 result
at Panchkula’s Devi Lal
Stadium.

“Since the table was play-
ing too fast, I had to find a
way to keep the ball in play.
You keep finding ways to ad-
just to the faster pace of

these tables. I will have to
find practice time to get bet-
ter for the matches ahead,”
revealed the nine-time Na-
tional champion who next
plays qualifier Shivam Das.

On a day when the quali-
fying phase sent 64 men and
40 women into the main
draws, Payas Jain celebrated
the news of becoming World
No. 1 spot in the under-17
section by posting a confi-
dence-boosting 13-11, 11-7,
11-8, 12-10 triumph over 23-
year-old Sarthak Gandhi. He
will take on left-handed 13th
seed Jubin Kumar in the
third round.

Rosario stuns Nandi

Though most matches pro-
duced expected winners,
Haryana’s Wesley Do Rosa-
rio knocked out seasoned
Railway campaigner Anir-
ban Nandi 9-11, 2-11, 11-8, 12-
10, 11-9, 11-9.

Second seed Manav Thak-
kar, former National cham-
pions Soumyajit Ghosh and
Sanil Shetty, seeded three
and four, along with lower
seeds Jeet Chandra, Sudhan-
shu Grover, Abhishek Yadav,
Arjun Ghosh, defending
champion Anthony Amalraj,
Ronit Bhanja, Sourav Saha
and F.R. Snehit advanced as
anticipated.

Mudit Dani, who got a
walkover against Parth Vir-
mani to reach the main
draw, won against Uttarak-
hand's Gautam Dhruvansh
in five sets and set up a third-
round clash against 14th
seed Manush Shah.

In the women’s section,
where the seeded players
join the action on Wednes-
day morning, young Yashas-
wini Ghorpade took out Ben-
gal’s Munmun Ghosh for a
place against Lakshita Na-
rang in the second round.

Sharath eases into the third round
TABLE TENNIS

Rakesh Rao
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Bengal’s Swadesh Mondal
set two new junior National
records in Group I boys’ ca-
tegory (100m breaststroke
and 200m IM) on the open-
ing day of the sub-junior and
junior National Aquatic
Championships on Tuesday.
The results (winners all): Boys:
Group I: 200m freestyle: R.
Sambhavv (Kar), 1:53.41s (NMR;
OR: 1:53.54, Srihari Nataraj (Kar),
2018); 100m breaststroke:
Swadesh Mondal (WB), 1:05.47
(NMR; OR: 1:05.75, S.P. Likhith
(Kar), Pune 2015); 200m IM:
Mondal, 2:08.88 (NMR; OR:
2:10.26, Neel Roy (Mah), 2018).

Group II: 200m freestyle: Pran-
jal Pandey (MP), 2:04.82; 200m
IM: Pavan Dhananjaya (Kar),
2:19.30. Group III: 200m frees-
tyle: M. Yagna Sai (AP), 2:20.71;
100m breaststroke: M.S. Nith-
eesh (TN), 1:17.46.

Group IV: 200m freestyle: Sha-
ran Sridhara (Kar), 2:24.39; 100m
breaststroke: Shabarish Vishwa-
nathan (TN), 1:29.68.

Group V: 100m breaststroke:

Jas Singh (Kar), 1:33.78; 200m
IM: Jas, 2:52.65. 
Girls: Group I: 200m freestyle:
Aanya Wala (Mah), 2:09.86s;
200m IM: Apeksha Fernandes
(Mah), 2:26.57 (NMR; OR: 2:27.34,
A.V. Jayaveena (TN), 2014).
Group II: 200m freestyle:
Hashika Ramachandra (Kar),
2:11.37; 200m IM: Manavi Varma
(Kar), 2:29.77. Group III: 200m
freestyle: Dhinidhi Desinghu
(Kar), 2:14.94 (NMR; OR: 2:17.52,
Monique Gandhi (Mah), 2010);
100m breaststroke: Tisya Sonar
(Kar), 1:27.14.
Group IV: 200m freestyle:
Alyssa Sweedal Rego (Kar),
2:33.65; 100m breaststroke:
Zeal Malani (Mah), 1:32.34.
Group V: 100m breaststroke:
Adriza Chetia (Asm), 1:33.87;
200m IM: Adriza, 3:05.04.

Mondal sets two new records
AQUATICS

Sports Reporter
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Swadesh Mondal. * FILE PHOTO

Patrick Vieira nearly enjoyed
a dream return to Arsenal
but Alexandre Lacazette’s
96th minute equaliser sal-
vaged a 2-2 draw for the Gun-
ners against Crystal Palace
on Monday.

Pierre-Emerick Auba-
meyang’s seventh-minute
strike gave the hosts the per-
fect start. 

But a five-game unbeaten
stretch that had lifted the
mood around the Emirates
looked set to be punctured
as Christian Benteke and Od-
sonne Edouard struck in the
second-half to give the Ea-
gles a deserved lead.

Vieira’s men failed to hold
out, though, as with seconds
to spare Lacazette scram-
bled home from a corner.

A share of the spoils
moves Arsenal up to 12th,
but the performance did lit-

tle to suggest it will trouble
the contenders for places in
next season’s Champions
League. 

Promoted Venezia earned
its first Serie A home win in
nearly two decades after
beating Fiorentina 1-0 on
Monday. Espanyol followed
up its shock win against
Spanish league leader Real
Madrid with a 2-0 victory ov-
er Cadiz on Monday. Borja
Iglesias scored in the 89th to

give Real Betis a 1-0 win over
Alaves for its fourth victory
in five matches in all
competitions.
The results: Premier League:
Arsenal 2 (Aubameyang 7, La-
cazette 90+5) drew with Crys-
tal Palace 2 (Benteke 50,
Edouard 73).
La Liga: Alaves 0 lost to Real
Betis 1 (Iglesias 89); Espanyol 2
(de Tomas 45+2, Melamed 65)
bt Cadiz 0.
Serie A: Venezia 1 (Aramu 36)
bt Fiorentina 0.

Arsenal escapes with a draw 
Fiorentina stumbles at Venezia; Espanyol gets the better of Cadiz

EURO LEAGUES
Agencies

London

Scrambled goal: Alexandre Lacazette’s, right, last-gasp goal
saved Arsenal’s blushes against Crystal Palace. * GETTY IMAGES

Natl. shooting at 
three centres
NEW DELHI

The 64th National shooting
championship will be staged
in Delhi, Bhopal and Patiala
over the next two months.
The schedule: Pistol: Nov. 18
to Dec. 6 (Dr. Karni Singh
Range, Tughlakabad); Rifle:
Nov. 25 to Dec. 10 (M.P. State
shooting academy, Goregaon,
Bhopal); Shotgun (trap,
double trap and skeet): Nov.
22 to Dec. 14 (New Moti Bagh
Gun Cub, Patiala).

IN BRIEF

Returning to action after a
break, double Olympic me-
dallist P.V. Sindhu saw off
Turkey’s Neslihan Yigit in
straight games to join com-
patriots K. Srikanth and Sa-
meer Verma in the second
round of the Denmark Open
here on Tuesday.

Sindhu, the reigning
world champion, took 30
minutes to get across Yigit,
ranked 29th, 21-12, 21-10 in
her women’s singles opener
of the BWF World Tour Sup-
er 1000 tournament.

She will next face Thai-
land’s Busanan Ongbam-
rungphan. 

Former champion Sri-
kanth and Sameer also
made winning starts to their
men’s singles campaigns at
the $850,000 event.

Short work

While Srikanth outsmarted
compatriot B. Sai Praneeth
21-14, 21-11 in 30 minutes, Sa-
meer, ranked 28th, pre-
vailed over Thailand’s
World No. 21 Kunlavut Vitid-
sarn 21-17, 21-14 in a 42-mi-
nute clash.

World No. 14 Srikanth will
meet World No. 1 and top
seeded Japanese Kento Mo-
mota in the second round,

while Sameer is likely to face
Denmark’s third seed An-
ders Antonsen in the next
round.

Indian men’s doubles
players, however, had a
mixed day in office.

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty defeated
English pair of Callum Hem-
ming and Steven Stallwood
23-21, 21-15 in their opener
and M.R. Arjun and Dhruv
Kapila stunned England’s
World No. 17 pair of Ben
Lane and Sean Vendy 21-19,
21-15 to make a positive start
to their campaign.

However, Manu Attri and
B. Sumeeth Reddy lost 21-18,
21-11 to Malaysia’s Goh Sze
Fei and Nur Izzuddin in the
opening round to bow out of
the competition.
The results: First round: Men:
K. Srikanth bt B. Sai Praneeth
21-14, 21-11; Sameer Verma bt
Kunlavut Vitidsarn (Tha) 21-17,
21-14. 

Doubles: Satwiksairaj Ranki-
reddy & Chirag Shetty bt Cal-
lum Hemming & Steven Stall-
wood (Eng) 23-21, 21-15; M.R.
Arjun & Dhruv Kapila bt Ben
Lane & Sean Vendy (Eng) 21-
19, 21-15; Manu Attri & B. Su-
meeth Reddy lost to Goh Sze
Fei & Nur Izzuddin (Mas) 21-18,
21-11.

Women: P.V. Sindhu bt Nesli-
han Yigit (Tur) 21-12, 21-10

Mixed Doubles: Dhruv & Sikki
bt Pang Ron Hoo & Yee See
Cheah (Kor) 14-21, 21-17, 21-18.

Sindhu makes
winning return
Srikanth and Sameer advance

A breeze: P.V. Sindhu got past Turkey's Neslihan Yigit in
straight games. * FILE PHOTO
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Odense

Ramkumar Ramanathan
was beaten 6-3, 6-4 by top
seed Egor Gerasimov of
Russia in the first qualify-
ing round of the $779,515
ATP tennis tournament
here. 
Other results:

$15,000 ITF men, Monastir,
Tunisia: Doubles (pre-quar-
terfinals): Niki Poonacha &
Sidharth Rawat bt Zakai Stone
(US) & Matas Vasiliauskas
(Ltu) 6-4, 6-3.

$25,000 ITF women, Seville,
Spain: Doubles (pre-quarter-
finals): Sapfo Sakellaridi (Gre)
& Sathwika Sama bt Beatrice
Laura Pirtac (Irl) & Sowjanya
Bavisetti 6-0, 6-3.

$15,000 ITF women, Sharm
El Sheikh, Egypt: Doubles
(pre-quarterfinals): Divine
Dasam Nweke (Den) & Shreya
Tatavarthy bt Sumin Kim
(Kor) & Tatiana Zelenko (Rus)
6-2, 6-1.

$15,000 ITF women, Monas-
tir, Tunisia: Singles (first
round): Jennifer Luikham bt
Naoko Eto (Jpn) 6-3, 6-4.

Ramkumar
falters
Sports Bureau

MOSCOW

Payas Jain became the World
No. 1 in boys’ under-17 rank-
ings released by the Interna-
tional Table Tennis Federa-
tion (ITTF) on Tuesday.

The reigning National
youth and junior champion
surpassed his previous best
of World No. 2 after winning
three titles — in Otocec, Tu-
nis and Muscat — this sea-
son. Even in the u-19 section,
Payas climbed to seventh
spot — a jump of five places
from last week.

Among the girls, there
were quite a few Indians in
single-digit world rankings.
World youth rankings (top-
two Indians): Boys:, u-19: 7.
Payas Jain, 36. Yashansh Malik;
U-17: 1. Payas Jain, 30. Preyash
Raj; U-15: 8. Preyash Raj, 27.

Ankur Bhattacharya; U-13: 11.
P.B. Abhinandh, 15. Atherva
Gupta; U-11: 6. Vishruth Ra-
makrishnan, 19. Aarnav
Chandra.
Girls, u-19: 7. Swastika Ghosh,
8. Yashaswini Ghorpade; U-17:
5. Yashaswini Ghorpade, 12.
Suhana Saini; U-15: 4. Suhana
Saini, 21. Hansini Mathan Ra-
jan; U-13: 3. Hansini Mathan
Rajan, 11. Dhaani Jain; U-11: 2.
Dhaani Jain, 9. Ananya Mura-
lidharan.

Paddler Payas becomes
u-17 World No. 1
Sports Bureau
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Payas Jain.


