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Kejriwal offers prayers at
Ram Janmabhoomi site
NEW DELHI

Setting the tone for his
campaign for the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly election,
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal offered prayers at
the Ram Janmabhoomi site in
Ayodhya on Tuesday. 
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A Supreme Court Bench led
by Chief Justice of India N.V.
Ramana is scheduled to pro-
nounce its decision on Wed-
nesday in pleas to form an
independent committee to
probe reports that the go-
vernment used Israel-based
Pegasus software to spy on
citizens.

On September 23, the
court indicated its intention
to form a committee to exa-
mine the allegations. The
CJI, at the time, said the
court wanted to pass the or-
ders without delay, but had
been temporarily stalled be-

cause some of the members
it had shortlisted for the
committee were unavailable
for personal reasons.

The court on September
13 had reserved the case, led
by a petition filed by veteran
journalists N. Ram and Sashi
Kumar, after the government
expressed reservations

about filing a “detailed” affi-
davit responding to the alle-
gations. The Centre had said
it would be too public and
compromise national
security.

The petitioners had
sought either an affidavit
from the Cabinet Secretary
or formation of a committee

led by a sitting judge to
probe the snooping
controversy.

A Bench of Chief Justice
Ramana and Justices Surya
Kant and Hima Kohli made it
clear that there would be no
more “beating around the
bush” in the issue.

The CJI had said the court
had given the government a
fair opportunity to file a de-
tailed affidavit to get a clear
idea of its stand in the case. 

“We thought the govern-
ment would file a counter-af-
fidavit... Now we will pass
our interim orders,” he said.

Supreme Court to pass orders
on pleas in Pegasus case today
Petitions have sought formation of independent panel to probe alleged spying

Krishnadas Rajagopal

New Delhi

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 10

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday was surprised to
find that the Uttar Pradesh
Police could find only 23
eyewitnesses to the alleged
incident of a Union Minis-
ter’s convoy mowing down
farmers at a public place in
Lakhimpur Kheri where
4,000 to 5,000 people had
gathered for a rally to prot-
est the agricultural laws on
October 3.

“There were hundreds at
the farmers’ rally and only
23 people are witnesses,”
Chief Justice of India N.V. Ra-
mana, leading a three-judge
Bench, told the Uttar Pra-
desh Government.

Senior advocate Harish
Salve, for U.P., said the “first
ring” of people close to the
scene of the incident and
those who saw the cars and
the people inside these veh-
icles were among the 23.

The U.P. Government has
filed a second status report
on the investigation which
said there were 23 eyewit-
nesses out of a total 68 wit-
nesses. The statements of
30 of them have already
been taken before the Ma-
gistrate. 

‘Overlapping videos’
Mr. Salve said there were al-
so videos on digital media
about the incident. There
are “overlapping videos”.

“We will receive the exact

frames of these videos,
which would be certified
and sent to us... All that pro-
cess is going on. Many of the
witnesses are formal... No
need to take their state-
ments under Section 164
Cr.PC [witness statement
before a Magistrate],” Mr.
Salve submitted.

Justice Surya Kant, on the
Bench, asked the State Go-
vernment, “Is it not your
case too there were 4,000
to 5,000 people in that
place. They were locals...
But even after the incident,
they have hesitated to come
forward... Is access to these
people or their identifica-
tion going to be a major pro-
blem?” “Out of 4,000 and
5,000 people at the place of
incident, some would be
fence-sitters. They would
not be serious witnesses.
You need to find people who
can stand up and say what
they saw...” Justice Kant told
the State Government.

Only 23 listed in Lakhimpur Kheri case 
Krishnadas Rajagopal 

NEW DELHI

People at the site of the
incident in Lakhimpur Kheri
on October 4. * AP

SC quizzes U.P. over
dearth of witnesses 

Narcotics Control Bureau’s
(NCB) Mumbai Zonal Direc-
tor Sameer Wankhede,
who is supervising the
drugs case probe against
actor Shah Rukh Khan’s
son Aryan Khan, met se-
nior agency officials at its
Delhi headquarters on
Tuesday. 

Terming all the allega-
tions against him baseless,
Mr. Wankhede told repor-
ters at the airport that he
had not been summoned
in connection with the
case. After attending a
meeting on Tuesday morn-
ing, he arrived at the NCB
headquarters around half
past noon and met senior
officials. The visit came
amid several charges le-
velled against Mr. Wank-
hede by Maharashtra Mi-
nister and Nationalist
Congress Party leader Na-
wab Malik and others. 

On Monday, Mr. Malik
had said: “Sameer Dawood
Wankhede is a Muslim by
birth. He forged a caste cer-
tificate claiming to be Sche-
duled Caste. I have given
his birth certificate which
mentions his father’s name
as Dawood Wankhede,
who had converted to Is-
lam. He used fake caste
certificate and denied a
true Dalit the opportunity
to become the officer.” 

Wankhede
rubbishes
allegations 
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI
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The Supreme Court on Tues-
day wondered whether the
trajectory followed by the
Justice (retired) A. Arumugh-
aswamy Commission of In-
quiry (CoI) into the death of
former Tamil Nadu Chief Mi-
nister Jayalalithaa is redo-
lent of “virtually becoming a
judge of his own cause” or
an “umpire playing the
game himself”.

The remarks made by a
Bench of Justices Abdul S.
Nazeer and Krishna Murari
were in reaction to submis-
sions made by Apollo Hospi-
tals, represented by senior
advocate Aryama Sundaram
and advocate Rohini Musa,
accusing the Commission of
bias, violation of principles
of natural justice and con-
ducting the fact-finding exer-
cise outside its jurisdiction.

‘Reputation blighted’
Mr. Sundaram said the repu-
tation of the premier Chen-
nai hospital, where Jayala-
lithaa breathed her last in
2016, was “blighted over-
night” by the CoI who took a
tangent which was “unbe-
lievable”. The senior lawyer
said the path followed by the
CoI was straight out of the
fairy tale Alice in
Wonderland.

Mr. Sundaram submitted
that the CoI had even got
about to ask for the medical
records concerning the hos-
pitalisation of another form-
er Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.G. Ramachandran, 37

years ago, and his shifting to
the Brooklyn hospital in the
U.S. The CoI had written to
Apollo chairperson Prathap
C. Reddy for the informa-
tion. “How will one centre
get the medical records from
another centre where the
patient was referred to?” Jus-
tice Murari asked.

“How will Dr. Reddy get
the documents of a U.S. hos-
pital? What they did was out
of a Robert Ludlum novel,”
Mr. Sundaram said. Senior
advocate Dushyant Dave —
appearing for Tamil Nadu,
which wants the Commis-
sion to finish its work and
submit its report — retorted
sarcastically that John Grish-
am would be a better choice
of author. “Grisham is more
straight-forward. Ludlum is
better, considering the intri-
cacies involved,” Mr. Sunda-
ram shot back.

Mr. Sundaram clarified
that he was not seeking to ar-
rest the inquiry. “Please do
not stop the inquiry, but do
appoint someone else with
very strict guidelines. They
should have a competent
medical board to assist
them...,” he submitted on
record.

Plea accuses the commission of bias

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

Jayalalithaa death: SC
ticks off probe panel

Horses and battle tanks that
make their way down the Raj-
path on Republic Day have
forced some changes to the
plans for the new look of Cen-
tral Vista Avenue, according
to the architect of the project. 

While the plan to use gra-
nite around India Gate has
been shelved for now, the
stone pavement replacing the
sand path along Rajpath has
been tweaked to be coarser
at the point where the Presi-
dent’s Bodyguard salutes the
President on January 26.

Architect Bimal Patel,
whose firm HCP Design, Plan-
ning and Management, is the
Centre’s consultant for the
entire Central Vista redeve-
lopment project, said during
a presentation at CEPT Un-
iversity in Ahmedabad on Oc-
tober 22 that the “bajri”
(sand) along the road was be-
ing replaced with granite. He

explained the idea of laying
the footpath was to include
infrastructure under it, re-
placing the temporary utili-
ties installed for Republic Day
parades every year. 

“When we are doing these
new things, everybody is
against it, or not against it but
apprehensive. When we did
the granite paving, we are
looking at it and saying fan-
tastic, it looks good. But these
guys who bring their horses
during the Republic Day pa-
rade said ‘no, no, no, hamare

ghode nahi chalenge’ [our
horses won’t walk]. We had
to do an experiment and let
them ride on it,” said Mr. Pa-
tel, who is also the president
of CEPT University.

Granular finish
He added that the conclusion
was that the paving would
work, but the one place
where the guards salute the
President, the paving should
be “more granular”.

When asked what the con-
cerns had been, HCP told The

Hindu in a written response
on Monday: “The horses
were not facing any issues.
The same paving as the rest
of the area will continue
along the pathway, with a
more coarse finish to ensure
additional friction”. 

On the other hand, the
portion around India Gate
that was proposed to be
changed from bitumen to
granite cobblestone, but the
project’s tight deadline (be-
fore R-Day 2022) meant it had
to be dropped for now. Dur-
ing the parade, heavy equip-
ment like the Arjun Main Bat-
tle Tank (around 60 tonnes)
and India’s longest-range bal-
listic missile Agni-V (launch
weight of 50 tonnes) roll
down Rajpath. 

“We didn’t have enough
time to do samples and dis-
cover what would be the
right way to do cobblestones
that would take the weight of
tanks,” Mr. Patel said.

Horses, tanks force Rajpath plan revision 
Paving on the road changed to ease movement during Republic Day parade

On a trot: A trial run of horses on the new pavement at
Rajpath. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Damini Nath 

NEW DELHI

Four members of a family
died in a fire that broke out at
their residence in Shahdara’s
Old Seemapuri in the early
hours of Tuesday.

DCP (Shahdara) R. Sathi-
yasundaram said the de-

ceased have been identified
as Hori Lal, 59, his wife Ree-
na, 55, their son Ashu, 24,
and daughter Rohini, 18. The
couple’s younger son Akshay
survived the incident.

Mr. Sathiyasundaram said
a call was received at 4 a.m.
after which the police and

Delhi Fire Service personnel
reached the spot “The fire
was small and only domestic
articles were damaged. The
four are suspected to have
died of smoke inhalation,”
DFS chief Atul Garg said.

Hemani Bhandari

New Delhi

Four of a family killed in Delhi fire

DETAILS " PAGE 2

The latest form of the Na-
tional Population Register
(NPR) appears to have re-
tained contentious ques-
tions such as “mother ton-
gue, place of birth of father
and mother and last place
of residence”, according to
a document compiled by a
committee under the Re-
gistrar-General of India
and shared with the Dis-
trict Census officers. 

The new questions were
part of a trial exercise in-
volving 30 lakh respon-
dents in September 2019.
The exercise has been op-
posed by some States and
citizen groups as the NPR is
the first step toward compi-
lation of the NRC.

Updated NPR
form retains
contentious
questions 
Vijaita Singh

New Delhi

DETAILS " PAGE 10
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Four members of a family
died of suspected smoke in-
halation after a fire broke out
at their residence in Shahda-
ra’s Old Seemapuri in the ear-
ly hours of Tuesday.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Shahdara) R. Sathiya-
sundaram said the deceased
have been identified as Hori
Lal (59), his wife Reena (55),
their son Ashu (24), and
daughter Rohini (18). The de-
ceased couple’s younger son
Akshay has survived the
incident.

Mr. Sathiyasundaram said
a call was received at 4 a.m.
after which police and Delhi
Fire Services (DFS) person-
nel reached the spot with
four fire tenders and doused
the blaze. 

“The fire was very small
and only domestic articles
were damaged. The four are
suspected to have died of
smoke inhalation,” DFS chief
Atul Garg said.

A senior fire official said
that the cause of the fire was
not short circuit as the switch
board in the house was in-
tact. “The family used to light
a diya every day. A mosquito
repellant coil was also found
close to the curtain, which is

suspected to have caused the
blaze, but investigation is un-
der way,” the official said. 

While waiting for the bo-
dies at Guru Teg Bahadur
Hospital’s mortuary, Mr.
Akshay said he returned
home around midnight after
work and brought eggs for
dinner. “I am employed with
a company as one of their
house keeping staff and my
shift gets over at 11 p.m.. My
brother and I had dinner af-
ter which Ashu went upstairs
to sleep while I stayed on the
second floor,” he said.

The family lived in a three-
storey building of which they
owned the second and third
floors. While Hori Lal worked

as a peon in Shastri Bhawan,
Reena worked as a sanitation
worker with the municipal
corporation. Ashu had start-
ed a contractual work at
North Block a few months
ago and Rohini was a Class
XII student in a government
school nearby.

Sunny Kumar (20), who
stays opposite the building,
said he and his family woke
up after hearing the glass
windows break. “We ran to
our balcony and saw fire on
the third floor. There was a
lot of smoke. We started
shouting but no one heard
us. A few minutes later, Aksh-
ay came out of his room,” he
said.

Mr. Akshay immediately
went to the third floor but he
couldn’t open the door. He
then came to the ground
floor and opened the door
for Mr. Kumar and a few oth-
ers. “We all went to the third
floor and managed to open
the door. They were all lying
lifeless. Rohini and Ashu
were closer to the door. They
were probably trying to
reach the door but couldn’t,”
Mr. Kumar said.

Mr. Akshay said that his
father was due to retire in
March 2022 and his brother
Ashu was engaged to be mar-
ried soon.

Ashu’s fiancé — a 19-year-
old girl who had passed Class

XII a few months ago —
mourned his death outside
the house. “I stay in Mahipal-
pur and we got engaged in
August. The wedding date
was not finalised but families
were talking about fixing it
sometime after Diwali. Ho-
wever, I told them that I
wanted to study further and
we should wait for at least a
year,” she said.

The police said a case un-
der Sections 436 (mischief by
fire or explosive substance
with intent to destroy house )
and 304A (causing death by
negligence) under the Indian
Penal Code has been regis-
tered and investigation is un-
der way.

4 of family killed in fire in Old Seemapuri
They are suspected to have died of smoke inhalation, says DFS chief; son was engaged to be married
Hemani Bhandari

New Delhi

The three-storey building at Old Seemapuri in Delhi where a fire broke out on Tuesday; (right) the grieving relatives of the
family. * R.V. MOORTHY

A gang of ‘sextortionists’ has
been busted and five people
have been arrested in Dwar-
ka’s Dabri, the police said
on Tuesday.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Dwarka) Shankar
Choudhary said the accused
have been identified as Revti
Devi (33) and her husband
Vaibhav (37), both residents
of Jeewan Park; Sonu Suri
(42), a resident of Rajouri
Garden; Sheetal Arora alias
Pooja (40), a resident of Bu-
rari; and Harbinder Singh
(60), a resident of Tagore
Garden.

According to the police,
on Saturday, a businessman
lodged a complaint that he
received a call from one
Pooja for the purchase of a
plyboard. When he reached
Mata Chanan Devi Hospital
in Janakpuri on Thursday,
he received a WhatsApp call
from her and five minutes
later, she came on an e-rick-
shaw and took him to a
house. 

There, she gave him wa-

ter and after drinking it, he
became unconscious. When
he gained consciousness, he
found himself naked on a
bed. Five-six women and
three men, who were in the
room, then started beating
him. They snatched his
purse with ₹15,700 in cash
in it, a wristwatch and gol-
den ring and demanded ₹7
lakh more and threatened to
kill him, the police said.

The police arrested them.
The modus operandi was
one accused Shivani would
collect mobile numbers of
targetted persons from an
online dating application
and pass them on to Ms. Ar-
ora. She would invite the
person to the residence of
Ms. Devi. One of the gang
members would then have
sex with the target. Subse-
quently, other gang mem-
bers would enter the room.

Mr. Singh would play the
role of a judge or legal con-
sultant, while Ms. Suri
would play the role of an
NGO member.They would
extort money from the vic-
tim with a threat to book
him in a false rape case, the
police said. The police said
Ms. Suri, who was lodged in
jail for 19 months, was the
mastermind.

‘Sextortionist’ gang
busted, 5 arrested
They threatened
the victim with
case of rape
Staff Reporter

New Delhi

Two men have been arrest-
ed and six others have
been detained in connec-
tion with a robbery-cum-
murder of an electrician in
central Delhi’s Patel Nagar,
the police said on Tuesday.

Deputy Commissioner
of Police (Central) Shweta
Chauhan said the two have
been identified as Vivek
(20) and Sikander (21),
both residents of Anand
Parbat. A mobile phone,
one blood-stained knife,
and Aadhaar card of the
deceased were seized from
their possession.

The police had on Oc-
tober 22 received informa-
tion about stabbing of a
man by some unknown pe-
ople. The victim, Manoj,
was taken to Ram Manohar
Lohia Hospital where he
was declared brought
dead.

His family told the police
that Manoj, who worked as
an electrician at Sharvan
Electrical, Baljeet Nagar,
was returning home when
he was attacked and his be-
longings were missing.

Two held, six
detained for
electrician’s
murder
Staff Reporter

New Delhi

The Delhi Police special
cell has arrested two Me-
wat-based arms suppliers
and seized 15 semi-auto-
matic pistols and 30 live
cartridges from them, DCP
(special cell) Jasmeet Singh
said. 

The police said the duo,
Shakir (28) and Zunaid
Khan (21), have supplied
more than 400 firearms in
Delhi-NCR in the last three
years.

Two arms
suppliers held 
Staff Reporter

New Delhi
The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday rejected the bail ap-
plication of a man, who
launched his own cryptocur-
rency, for duping over 47 pe-
ople to the tune of ₹2.5 crore
by inducing them to invest in
the cryptocurrency on the
assurance of high returns up
to 20%-30% per month.

Justice Anu Malhotra said
that the allegation levelled
against Umesh Verma relates
to commission of an eco-
nomic offence which “cor-

rodes the fabric of democra-
cy and is committed with
total disregard to the rights
and interest of the nation”.

The High Court said that
Mr. Verma allegedly duped a
large number of innocent in-

vestors of their hard-earned
money, and hence, was not
appropriate to be granted
bail.

As per the complaint filed
at the Economic Offences
Wing (EOW), Crime Branch,
Delhi Police, Mr. Verma
along with his accomplice
ran a cryptocurrency chit
fund company in the name
of Pluto Exchange at Con-
naught Place.

One of the investors, who
got duped by the firm,
claimed that he had invested
around ₹5 lakh but did not

receive returns on his invest-
ments as assured by the ac-
cused. Later, he and other
investors got to know that
the accused shut their office
and fled to Dubai. 

After an FIR was lodged,
the EOW investigation re-
vealed that over 47 investors
had given similar complaints
against Mr. Verma and his
cryptocurrency firm and a
total of ₹2.5 crore was alleg-
edly involved. The investors
used to send their money
through bank transfer, and
in many case, by cash.

Soibam Rocky Singh

New Delhi

HC denies bail to man in cryptocurrency duping case

IIT-Delhi on Tuesday an-
nounced the launch of
M.Tech in Machine Intelli-
gence & Data Science
(MINDS) to be offered by
the School of Artificial In-
telligence (ScAI), which is
slated to be a flagship edu-
cational programme for
the school and is expected
to begin in July 2022.

M.Tech in MINDS is
planned as an industry-
sponsored programme.

The students will be ex-
pected to work on indus-
try-relevant AI problems,
since they will be co-ad-
vised by an IIT-Delhi pro-
fessor and a researcher
from the sponsoring com-
pany. 

All students with an un-
dergraduate degree in
science or engineering will
be eligible for the MINDS
programme, IIT-Delhi said.

ScAI currently lists
around 40 faculty mem-
bers, including adjunct fa-

culty members from indus-
try research centres like
Microsoft Research, Goo-
gle AI, and IBM Research.

V. Ramgopal Rao, Direc-
tor, IIT-Delhi, said academ-
ic institutions today cannot
remain in silos and they
must work closely with all
stakeholders, including in-
dustry, non-profit and go-
vernmental organisations. 

He added that the new
programme will energise
academia-industry collab-
oration in AI.

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

IIT-D announces M.Tech in MINDS
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A technical expert commit-
tee (TEC) has told the Delhi
Government not to accept
the Drainage Master Plan,
which was commissioned 10
years ago by the Govern-
ment, according to docu-
ments seen by The Hindu.

Despite this, on August 24,
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal reviewed the progress of
the master plan and said that
“Delhi will soon get freedom
from waterlogging” as work
was being “expedited on Del-
hi’s Drainage Master Plan”.

“The TEC feels that the fi-
nal report submitted by the
consultant (IIT Delhi) is not
worth considerable for re-
commendation and the men-
tioned report may not be ac-
cepted. The State Govt. or
Nodal Department may take
a call in this matter accord-
ingly [sic],” a Central Water
Commission (CWC) docu-
ment dated August 9 read.

The TEC raised multiple
problems, including “discre-
pancies in data” used for the
master plan, which was gi-
ven to IIT Delhi by the Go-
vernment departments.

The master plan prepared
by IIT-D was seen as a solu-
tion to waterlogging issues,
which the Capital faces every
year, as the city’s current
drainage master plan was
made in 1976.

Has not made public
The Delhi Government has
not yet made public the TEC
telling the Government to
not accept the report.

When contacted, a spo-
kesperson said, “The Go-
vernment has suggested
changes and issued direc-
tions to resolve issues with
the master plan. A commit-

tee headed by the PWD is
working on it.”

But when asked whether
the Government has rejected
the master plan, the spokes-
person did not comment.

Three teams headed by
PWD officials are working to
fix the issues related to wa-
terlogging in the city, an offi-
cial said, but did not give a
deadline by when they will
come up with solutions.

Problems and backlogs 
The master plan submitted
in 2018 had also warned of
such a possible irregularity
of data. “It is possible that
many of the data elements
that have not been indepen-
dently validated by the res-
pective departments may be
different on ground than the
digital reality captured and
used in the model,” the mas-
ter plan read.

The TEC headed by mem-
ber (river water) of the CWC
with members from different
departments of the Delhi Go-
vernment was formed by the
Chief Secretary in December

2011 to coordinate with IIT
Delhi “on a regular basis” to
decide design parameters
among other functions relat-
ed to the master plan.

But the TEC held its first
meeting in almost eight years
in May 2019, months after IIT
Delhi submitted its final
report.

During this meeting, the
chairman of the TEC had ex-
pressed displeasure that the
data provided by various de-
partments to IIT Delhi was
not verified, as per
documents.

The TEC also decided that
10%-20% of the data given by
the departments to IIT Delhi
to make the master plan
should be verified by the de-
partments within 15 days.

But it took almost two
years for this to be done and
a decision taken on it.

“As per 10%-20% data ver-
ification exercise by stake-
holders, there is still large
discrepancies between field
data and data used in the mo-
del [software] to prepare the
final report,” the CWC docu-

ment of August 9 said.
A main part of the master

plan is a software created by
IIT Delhi which can be used
to generate different solu-
tions for waterlogging.

For instance, the Public
Works Department, which
controls over 2,000 km of
drains in the city, told the
TEC that during ground veri-
fication of 10%-20% data
used in the master plan,
there was a “100% varia-
tion”, CWC document
showed. “IIT Delhi stated
that it has trained 150 officers
of different departments but
every department in the
meeting has expressed that
they are not able to run the
model,” read another reason
cited in the CWC document
for not accepting the report.

IIT-D was selected on
“nomination basis” without
an open tender and the con-
tract for the master plan was
signed in September 2011 for
about ₹80 lakh.

Meanwhile, the waterlog-
ging in the city is getting
worse, as per experts.

Delhi Govt.’s technical panel
‘rejects’ drainage master plan
Committee raises multiple issues, including discrepancies in data given to IIT-D

Nikhil M Babu

New Delhi

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Tuesday alleged
that the BJP’s “reckless” go-
vernance failure has led to
the current dengue situa-
tion, and therefore, it will
start its own fogging cam-
paign on Wednesday. 

The malaria control unit
of the municipal corpora-
tion is tasked with the pre-
vention and control of
mosquito-borne diseases. 

AAP chief spokesperson
Saurabh Bharadwaj said
that the corporation-ap-
pointed malaria inspectors
have not yet conducted a
single visit, when they
should have conducted
around 10 visits by now.
“Neither have they sprayed
medicines, nor checked for
breeding. I assume not
even 5%-7% of Delhi has
been fogged properly,” he
said. 

Speaking about the cam-
paign, the AAP leader said
all the 62 party MLAs and
councillors will collectively
ensure that fogging, check-
ing for breeding spaces and
all other required mea-
sures are enacted across
the city from October 27.

“We request and invite
all the RWAs, NGOs, mar-
ket associations, and other
such organisations to sup-
port the AAP and the peo-
ple of Delhi in this drive.
Starting on October 27, we
will commence this mega
fogging campaign,” he
said. 

Delhi BJP spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor
said that the AAP was play-
ing politics on a sensitive
issue, only to politically
malign the BJP-ruled civic
bodies. “The AAP is deny-
ing credit to municipal
health, sanitation and
domestic breeding check-
ers,” he said.

AAP to begin
fogging drive
against dengue
Staff Reporter

New Delhi

No new liquor shops will be
allowed to open in Delhi,
Leader of Opposition in the
Assembly Ramvir Singh Bid-
huri said at a protest against
one such store, which was
led by women residents, in
an east Delhi locality on
Tuesday.

The women of Nathu Co-
lony in Rohtas Nagar de-
monstrated against the
opening of a new liquor
store, questioning why the
Delhi Government was not
able to provide drinking wa-
ter to the residents instead.

“Under the new liquor
policy, the Delhi Govern-
ment wants to flood the
Capital with alcohol. The
Government is not con-
cerned about how this will
affect the younger genera-
tion, how the safety of wo-
men will be endangered, or
how many people will be-
come addicted to alcohol,”
Mr. Bidhuri alleged.

“This Government is only
concerned about its treasu-
ry. For this, the Kejriwal Go-

vernment is ready to stoop
to any extent; more than
1,000 liquor shops are now
being opened and the entire
business of liquor has been
awarded to private players,”
he alleged.

The women of the locali-
ty had, Mr. Bidhuri added,
sounded the bugle against
the new liquor policy and
this movement would soon
spread across the city.

No new liquor outlet, he
added, would be allowed to
open in Delhi and the Go-
vernment should withdraw
the new liquor policy, failing
which the people would
force it to do so.

Women oppose outlet in east Delhi
Special Correspondent 

New Delhi

Ramvir Singh Bidhuri 

BJP against opening
of new liquor stores

The South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) on
Tuesday passed a proposal
to revise the minimum pay
for daily wagers, as per the
Delhi Government’s
instructions.

According to the revised
rates, unskilled, semi-skilled
and skilled workers will now
get ₹612 per day (previously
₹416), ₹675 per day (pre-
viously ₹468), and ₹742 per
day (previously ₹494) res-
pectively. The SDMC has
12,271 employees working
on daily wages.

Furthermore, SDMC

standing committee chair-
man B.K. Oberoi said that
209 cleaners (nala beldars)
have been regularised by
the civic body.

Fund shortage
“The initial number stood at
221 but we found that 12
cleaners had expired and
their names had been ex-
cluded. Previously, we had
regularised 98 nala beldars
and we plan to regularise an
additional 300 cleaners by
December,” he said, adding
that the delay in regularis-
ing all cleaners was due to
the civic body facing a shor-
tage of funds.

SDMC hikes minimum
pay for daily wagers
Civic body also regularises 209 cleaners

Staff Reporter

New Delhi

The South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) on
Tuesday passed a proposal
for the procurement of four
electronic sweeping ma-
chines that will be used for
cleaning bylanes. Standing
committee chairman B.K.
Oberoi said that the civic bo-
dy plans to procure the four
e-sweepers at an estimated
cost of ₹10 crore.

“This is a first in the
SDMC. We have 24 mechan-
ical sweepers which are
used for the cleaning of
roads. The difference is that
the electronic sweepers will

be used to clean narrow
lanes since the machines are
small in size. Each sweeper
will be able to collect up to
five cubic metres of dust,”
said Mr. Oberoi, adding that
the e-sweepers will be pur-
chased from the Central Go-
vernment’s fund.

The e-sweepers will be
deployed in all SDMC zones
— Central, South, West and
Najafgarh — and will use
compressed natural gas as
fuel, therefore cutting down
emissions. Mr. Oberoi said
that the estimated mainte-
nance cost of the machines
for a period of five years is
close to ₹17 crore.

South body to procure 
4 electronic sweepers
They will be used to clean narrow lanes

Staff Reporter

New Delhi

The Sanyukt Hindu Sang-
harsh Samiti, a conglomera-
tion of 22 local units of right-
wing organisations, on Tues-
day demanded an
immediate ban on offering of
namaz at public places
across the Millennium City,
threatening to launch a mass
agitation across the State.

Reminder letter
A five-member delegation of
the Samiti, led by its presi-
dent Mahavir Bhardwaj, sub-
mitted a “reminder letter” to
the office of Deputy Commis-
sioner, demanding a ban on
namaz at public places to
maintain communal harmo-
ny and peace in the area.
The letter said the Samiti
members had called upon
Deputy Commissioner Yash
Garg on October 4 and sub-
mitted a memorandum,
seeking a ban on namaz in
public places, but no action
was initiated even after three

weeks. 
“It is requested that it was

unanimously decided by the
groups of two religious com-
munities and the top politi-
cal leaders in a meeting with
the district administration in
2018 that people belonging
to any religion or community
would not use the public
spaces. The Chief Minister
had also endorsed the deci-
sion,” the letter said.

“We want to politely sub-
mit that the Sanyukt Hindu
Sangharsh Samiti and the
common man will not be
able to tolerate it,” the letter
further said.

The meeting of the Samiti
leaders comes in the wake of
growing protests against of-
fering of jumma namaz (Fri-
day prayers) across the city
over the past few weeks.

Mr. Bhardwaj said the ad-
ministration had designated
30-odd places during Ram-
zan for offering of namaz in
2018, but presently, there
were only 18 such private

places where the prayers
could be held.

Mr. Garg said the district
administration was analys-
ing the situation and keeping
a strict vigil. “The duty ma-
gistrates and the police have
been accordingly briefed.
We will ensure that commu-
nal harmony is not dis-
turbed,” Mr. Garg said.

Muslim leader Altaf Ah-
mad said that Article 25 of
the Constitution guaranteed
freedom of religion to all pe-
ople in India and made an
appeal to the State Govern-
ment to allocate land to the
community for building
mosques for offering namaz. 

“Since the Muslim com-
munity has not been given
enough land to build mos-
ques in Gurugram, we are
forced to offer jumma namaz
in the open. The community
shall pay for the land and
build mosques. Till that
time, we should be allowed
to pray our obligatory namaz
in the open,” he said.

Muslim leaders urge Govt. to allot land for building mosques

Special Correspondent

GURUGRAM

Hindu groups seek immediate
ban on namaz at public places

DJB to give household
water connections 
NEW DELHI 

Water Minister Satyendar Jain
on Tuesday said that all
household water connections
will now be provided by the
Delhi Jal Board and
intermediaries will be
removed. “The Minister
approved the project of
installing a 20 MGD RO plant
at Okhla. He also approved the
proposal of constituting a
water and sewage panel for
better coordination of the
Government with residents,”
an official statement said. 

The air quality in the city
deteriorated to the “mod-
erate” category on Tues-
day and it is expected to
further worsen, as per offi-
cial data. The effect of stub-
ble burning is also expect-
ed to increase during the
week.

“Delhi’s AQI is in the
moderate category. Fire
emission is expected to go
up due to dry weather over
north India (upwind re-
gion) in the next three days
and as a result, PM2.5 is
likely to increase. Drier
conditions tend to increase
PM10. Thus, the overall
AQI is likely to degrade to
moderate to poor category
for the next three days,” go-
vernment-run monitoring
agency SAFAR said. 

On Monday, the contri-
bution of stubble burning
in neighbouring States to
PM2.5 rose to 8% and the
number of active fires
counts in the region went
up to 348.

City’s AQI
likely to
worsen
Staff Reporter 

New Delhi 

No new COVID-19 deaths;
323 active cases in city
NEW DELHI

The Capital reported no new
COVID-19 deaths over 24
hours for the fifth day and
the death toll stood at
25,091, as per a bulletin
released by the Delhi
Government on Tuesday.
Forty-one new cases were
reported, taking the caseload
to 14,39,671. So far, 14,14,257
people have recovered and
there are 323 active cases. 
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Delhi Commission for Wo-
men Chief Swati Maliwal
on Tuesday wrote to Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yo-
gi Adityanath, asking to di-
rect police to add sections
of rape in the case of a mi-
nor girl, who was allegedly
sexually assaulted by her
neighbour in Bulandshahr.

Noting that the minor
girl is currently admitted at
a hospital in Delhi, Ms. Ma-
liwal urged Mr. Adityanath
to provide compensation
to the victim’s family and
ensure that the trial of the
case takes place in a fast
track court.

The girl is being treated
at a hospital in Delhi. Mali-
wal said the girl was brutal-
ly raped by a man in Bu-
landshahar, who inflicted
several injuries on her and
tried to strangulate her.

Bulandshahr
case: Maliwal
writes to Yogi
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

Setting the tone for his cam-
paign for the Uttar Pradesh
Assembly elections, Delhi
Chief Minister and Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) leader Arvind
Kejriwal offered prayers at
the Ram Janmabhoomi site
in Ayodhya on Tuesday. He
said his Government would
include Ayodhya in the Delhi
Government’s free pilgrim-
age scheme.

During his two-day visit to
Ayodhya, this was his third
stop at a temple. On Monday,
he offered aarti at the Saryu
river. On Tuesday he also of-
fered prayers at the Hanu-
mangarhi temple. 

“I was fortunate that I got
the chance to bow before
Ram Lalla and I wish eve-
ryone gest this chance. Wha-
tever capability I have, I will
use that to make more and
more people have ‘darshan’

here,” Mr. Kejriwal said.
In the 2014 Lok Sabha

elections, Mr. Kejriwal had
unsuccessfully contested
against Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi from Varanasi.
Though a distant second, he
managed to get a little over
20% votes. 

The 2022 elections will be
the Aam Aadmi Party’s first
serious foray into Uttar Pra-

desh politics. The party has
announced that it will con-
test all 403 seats. 

Pilgrimage plans
Making his first election pro-
mise for the State, Mr. Kejri-
wal said he would bring
more pilgrims to Ayodhya.
He said, “In Delhi, we are
running the ‘Chief Minister’s
Tirth Yatra Yojana’ under

which free pilgrimage is pro-
vided to the people of Delhi
to all the pilgrim places. We
will have a special Cabinet
meeting on Wednesday in
which Ayodhya will be in-
cluded in the scheme.” 

Under this scheme, Delhi-
ites will be provided travel by
AC trains and stay in AC ho-
tels and all the expenses will
be borne by the Delhi Go-
vernment. This service
would be free of charge, he
said.

Under the ‘Mukhyamantri
Tirth Yatra Yojana’ for senior
citizens, the Delhi Govern-
ment bears the expenses of
about 77,000 pilgrims every
year. Delhi residents above
the age of 60 are covered un-
der this scheme.

On being asked whether
he had made any donation
for construction of the Ram
Temple, Mr. Kejriwal said, “I
have also donated for Ram

Mandir but donations must
always be kept a secret”.

Mr. Kejriwal’s visit to the
Ram Temple was not a first
for the party. The AAP had
formally kicked off its poll
campaign in September with
its senior leaders Manish Si-
sodia and Sanjay Singh offer-
ing prayers at the Ram Jan-
mabhoomi and
Hanumangarhi shrine in the
temple town.

The party had also taken
out a ‘Tiranga Yatra’ in Ayod-
hya from the 18th Century
mausoleum of Nawab Shu-
jaudaulah to the Gandhi
Park. The party’s other poll
promises include 300 units
of electricity free of cost to
all domestic consumers,
waiver of outstanding bills of
38 lakh families and ensur-
ing 24x7 power supply in Ut-
tar Pradesh if the AAP is vot-
ed to power in the Assembly
elections.

Before U.P. polls, Kejriwal on temple tour 
Will include Ayodhya in Delhi Government’s free pilgrimage scheme, says Chief Minister

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

AAP convener Arvind Kejriwal with Mahant Gyan Das at
Hanumangarhi temple complex in Ayodhya on Tuesday. * PTI

West Bengal’s decision to re-
open colleges and schools
from November 15 has been
widely welcomed by teach-
ers, students and doctors
alike, with many saying the
move should have come ear-
lier and that these institu-
tions should have a mechan-
ism for early detection of
COVID-19 cases. 

“In the U.S. and Europe,
the effect of closure of edu-
cational institutions has
been extensively studied and
they are of the opinion that
[the long closure] has de-
creased students’ life expec-
tancy and caused economic
damage that will take about
70 years to set right. We have
to remember the closure has
been much longer in India
and therefore the effect is go-
ing to be huge,” Dr. Arjun
Dasgupta, one of Kolkata’s
leading ENT specialists, told
The Hindu. 

Cardiologist Dr. Koushik
Chaki, a founding member of
West Bengal Doctors’ Fo-
rum, said: “It’s a welcome
move that could have come
earlier. Studies had shifted to
the online mode for nearly
two years, corroding the ba-
sis of education. While we
had opened up everything
else, we should have also
opened schools and colleg-
es, where it is easier to im-
plement COVID-appropriate
behaviour.” 

Dr. Chaki said: “These in-
stitutions should have early-
detection facilities in place,
in case students show symp-
toms. Also, the psychological
assessment of children re-
turning to the offline mode
should be taken into consid-
eration.” 

Optimal trade-off 
Talking about the challenges
that educational institutions
would face upon reopening,
University of Calcutta Vice-
Chancellor Sonali Chakra-
varti Banerjee said the idea
now was to “reconcile the
imperatives of public health
with the needs of public edu-
cation”. “The State Disaster
Management Authority is
mandated to find the optimal
trade-off in such cases of di-
vergent imperatives, and as a
State-aided public universi-
ty, we shall go by the trade-
off decision evolved by the
mandated authority,” Prof.
Chakravarti Banerjee said. 

Anupama Maitra, assis-
tant professor of English at

Gour Mohan Sachin Mondal
Mahavidyalaya, located on
the outskirts of Kolkata, said:
“There is no denying that we
need to go back to in-person
classes and that there is no
substitute for it, but I also
feel that it can’t be done at
the cost of the lives of our
children. There is no clear
answer actually, and I am
hoping that just as the Go-
vernment is opening schools
and colleges, it will also res-
pond appropriately if the sit-
uation turns critical.” 

Somasree Samanta, a first-
year M.Sc. student of envi-
ronmental science at the Un-
iversity of Calcutta, who
spent much of the lockdown
period in native Durgapur
helping COVID-19 patients
find beds and oxygen, said:
“Students who did not have
technology at their disposal
— in other words poor stu-
dents or those living in rural
areas — had suffered the
most during the lockdown.
They will now be able to re-
turn to their classrooms.”

Decision to open schools, colleges
in West Bengal welcomed
Doctors, teachers, say it was high time offline classes resumed
Bishwanath Ghosh 

Kolkata

Students in a classroom. * IMAGE USED FOR REPRESENTATION

Investment opportunities in
Rajasthan will be showcased
in a big way at a global inves-
tors’ summit to be organ-
ised here in January 2022
with the theme “committed
and delivered”. 

The State Government is
seeking investments for ac-
celerating the economy af-
fected by the pandemic and
increasing the employment
opportunities for the
youths.

The “Invest Rajas-
than-2022” summit will
highlight agricultural pro-
cessing, automobiles and
electric vehicles, petro-
chemicals, information
technology, medical and
health, minerals and ceram-
ics, renewable energy, tex-
tiles and tourism as the

thrust sectors in the State.
Chief Minister Ashok

Gehlot has asked the offi-
cials to contact Indian Em-
bassies and High Commis-
sions in different countries
for inviting potential inves-
tors and ensure successful
conduct of the summit. 

Mr. Gehlot referred to the
“ease of doing business”
policy, which had created a
positive environment for in-
vesting in the State.

Rajasthan to host global
investors’ meet in Jan.
State seeking to accelerate economy 
Mohammed Iqbal

JAIPUR

Ashok Gehlot

The authorities of the Kazi-
ranga National Park and
Tiger Reserve have ordered
a probe into the electrocu-
tion of a domesticated ele-
phant, a swamp deer and
two wild boars in the Bura-
pahar Range of the rhino
habitat. 

Park officials said Oira-
vat, the departmental ele-
phant had accidentally
brought down an electric
pole and died after touch-
ing the livewire on October
25. A swamp deer and two
boars in the vicinity were
also electrocuted. 

“The Assam Power Dis-
tribution Corporation Li-
mited (APDCL) had as-
sured us of shifting this
power line. The shifting
work started in 2019 but
was stopped in 2020,” P. Si-
vakumar, the park’s direc-
tor said. 

Wildlife officials said the
work on shifting the line
from the forest area was
stopped as the contractor
could only complete 30%
of the project.

The inquiry at the level
of a divisional forest officer
is expected to be over in
three days. 

Probe ordered
into animals’
electrocution
at Kaziranga
Special Correspondent

Guwahati

The Bombay High Court on
Tuesday said poet Varavara
Rao, an accused in the El-
gaar Parishad-Maoist links
case who is on interim bail,
need not surrender before
the Taloja prison authori-
ties until November 18. The
court adjourned the hear-
ing on a plea filed by him to
next month.

Rao, 82, had been grant-
ed interim bail for six
months on medical grounds
by the HC on February 22
this year. He was scheduled
to surrender and return to
judicial custody on Septem-
ber 5.

However, Mr. Rao filed an
application last month
through his lawyer R. Sath-
yanarayanan and senior
counsel Anand Grover,
seeking extension of the

bail period. He also sought
HC permission to stay in his
hometown of Hyderabad
while out on bail.

However, the National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA),
which is probing the case,
opposed Mr. Rao’s plea for
extension of medical bail
and shifting to Hyderabad,
saying the octogenarian
poet-activist’s medical re-
ports do not indicate that
he suffers from any serious
ailment.

Varavara Rao need not
surrender till Nov. 18: HC
He was granted interim bail in February
Press Trust of India

Mumbai

Varavara Rao
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With just four days to go for
the Ellenabad by-election in
Sirsa district, the stage is all
set for a second round of
electoral battle in Haryana,
less than 12 months after the
Baroda bypoll last year. 

Being held under the sha-
dow of the ongoing farmers’
agitation, the bypoll to the
predominantly rural consti-
tuency — 178 of the total 211
booths in the Assembly seg-
ment are rural — could be an
indicator of the mood of the
agrarian population in the
State. Besides hinting the
long-term political implica-
tions of the farmers’ move-
ment for various political
outfits, especially the ruling
coalition, in the State, the
election will also be a battle
of political relevance for the
Indian National Lok Dal
(INLD).

Necessitated due to the re-
signation of INLD’s lone MLA
Abhay Singh Chautala in sup-
port of the farmers’ agitation
in January this year, the by-
election is scheduled for Oc-
tober 30 with 19 candidates,
including 12 Independents,
in the fray. 

However, the contest is
largely believed to be trian-
gular with Abhay Chautala
having an edge over Con-
gress’ Pawan Beniwal and
Bharatiya Janata Party’s Go-
bind Kanda. 

“Mr. Chautala had re-
signed in support of the
farmers’ demand for with-
drawal of the three laws and
agreed to recontest the elec-
tion at the insistence of his
supporters. His victory will
be the victory for the farmers
and their movement,” said
INLD spokesperson Rakesh
Sihag. 

The party also banks on
the charisma of its patriarch
Om Prakash Chautala, re-
leased from the jail in July
this year on completion of
his sentence in a teachers’ re-
cruitment scam. The Con-
gress and the BJP-Jannayak
Janta Party (BJP-JJP) coalition
have preferred turncoats ov-
er their own cadres for the
bypoll. Congress’ nominee
Pawan Beniwal, who jumped

the ship from the BJP recent-
ly, has been the runner-up
from Ellenabad segment on
the previous two occasions. 

His nomination has not
gone down well with the par-
ty’s old guards Bharat Singh
Beniwal and Ramesh Bhadu,
who joined the BJP a few
days after the
announcement.

Division of Jat votes
Hoping for a division of Jat
votes — the constituency has
around 35% Jat voters — the
BJP has fielded Gobind Kan-
da, elder brother of Sirsa
MLA and Haryana Lokhit
Party founder Gopal Kanda,
as the alliance candidate. 

While the Congress seeks
votes accusing the ruling coa-
lition of misrule and its fai-

lure to find a solution to the
farmers’ agitation, the BJP-
JJP talks about overall deve-
lopment of the State under
the leadership of Manohar
Lal. 

However, both parties
blame Abhay Singh Chautala
for imposing the bypoll by
first resigning and then seek-
ing re-election from the same
constituency.

The Samyukt Kisan Mor-
cha leaders will also hold two
public meetings in Ellenabad
on Wednesday to oppose the
BJP-JJP candidate, who is fac-
ing the ire of the farming
community in many villages.

Waterlogging on agricultu-
ral land in a dozen villages,
lack of cotton industry and
scarcity of drinking water are
some of the major issues of
the constituency.

“Ellenabad has been the
fortress of the Chautalas for
long. It should be a smooth
sailing for Abhay Chautala
considering that the support
base for the JJP has drifted to-
wards the INLD after the
farmers’ agitation. The farm-
ers’ anger too will reflect in
the results and they would
support Abhay for resigning
on farm laws’ issues. With
Chautala, a Jat, enjoying
huge popularity among his
community, it might prevent
considerable split of Jat votes
between him and the Con-
gress nominee, also a Jat. In
that scenario, the prospects
of the BJP-JJP candidate, a
non-Jat, will be harmed,”
said Rajendra Sharma, Pro-
fessor, Political Science,
MDU.

Shadow of farmers’ stir over bypoll 
Ellenabad a test
case for INLD
in Haryana
Ashok Kumar

GURUGRAM

The National Investigation
Agency has opposed dismis-
sed Mumbai police officer Sa-
chin Vaze’s plea seeking tem-

porary transfer from the
Taloja prison to house arrest
in the Bombay High Court,
saying Mr. Vaze, being a
“highly influential person”,
may abscond and “tamper
with prosecution witnesses”,
if let out of the prison.

In an affidavit filed before
the High Court on Tuesday,
the NIA said Mr. Vaze was ac-

cused of “serious offences”.
“If any house arrest is

granted to the petitioner,
there is every likelihood that
he will abscond and tamper
with the prosecution wit-
nesses, including the pro-
tected witnesses,” the affida-
vit reads.

The affidavit was submit-
ted in response to a plea filed

by Mr. Vaze seeking that he
be shifted from judicial cus-
tody to house arrest for his
post-operative care following
bypass surgery. The NIA said
Taloja prison in Navi Mumbai
had the required facilities for
Mr. Vaze’s post-operative
care and if required, he
could be taken to the State-
run JJ Hospital in Mumbai.

Very likely Vaze will abscond: NIA tells HC
Agency opposes
his plea for a
house arrest 
Press Trust of India

Mumbai
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STATES

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Wednesday: Heavy rainfall likely at isolated places
over Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Kerala and Mahe. Thun-
derstorm accompanied with lightning likely at isolated places
over Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, coastal Karnataka
and Kerala. Squally weather likely over Southwest Bay of Bengal
city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................—....31.8....22.4 Kozhikode....................—....32.2....25.2
Ahmedabad...........—....34.6....20.8 Kurnool .......................—....34.1....21.8
Aizawl...................—....26.0....17.6 Lucknow......................—....30.7....19.5
Allahabad..............—....32.8....20.4 Madurai .................... 0.4....30.2....23.6
Bengaluru .............—....28.4....21.0 Mangaluru ................ 1.6....28.2....24.0
Bhopal ..................—....30.1....16.4 Mumbai .......................—....34.4....23.4
Bhubaneswar.........—....30.7....22.1 Mysuru ...................... 39....27.0....21.6
Chandigarh ...........—....28.3....15.5 New Delhi ...................—....28.0....16.2
Chennai ................—....32.6....26.1 Patna ..........................—....32.0....21.0
Coimbatore ........... 4....29.2....22.2 Port Blair..................... 1....31.4....25.7
Dehradun ..............—....27.8....13.6 Puducherry ..................—....33.2....24.8
Gangtok................—....19.8....12.3 Pune............................—....31.1....18.0
Goa....................... 2....33.0....24.0 Raipur .........................—....31.8....20.2
Guwahati ..............—....31.1....21.4 Ranchi .........................—....28.4....19.3
Hubballi ................—....31.0....22.0 Shillong.......................—....19.6....12.0
Hyderabad ............—....31.0....17.8 Shimla.........................—....20.6....11.4
Imphal ..................—....28.0....17.2 Srinagar.......................—....16.2......7.4
Jaipur ...................—....30.4....18.0 Thiruvananthapuram....... 21....31.9....23.8
Kochi ................. 0.4....31.6....24.0 Tiruchi....................... 34....31.5....23.8
Kohima .................—....24.0....13.6 Vijayawada ..................—....32.8....25.2
Kolkata .................—....32.1....24.4 Visakhapatnam .............—....33.0....23.6

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at
4.00 p.m., Durgapur, West
Bengal recorded an overall
air quality index (AQI)
score of 317 indicating an
unhealthy level of
pollution. In contrast,
Shillong, Meghalaya
recorded a healthy AQI
score of 21

Ahmedabad..... ..7 ...— .49 ..217 .148 ....*
Bengaluru ....... ..6 .31 .65 ..121 .112 ....*
Chennai .......... 21 .21 .25 ..120 .116 ....*
Delhi .............. 14 102 ...— ..130 .239 ....*
Hyderabad ...... ..5 .52 .51 ..150 .140 ....*
Kolkata........... 10 .46 .20 ..252 .132 ....*
Lucknow ......... 17 .28 .54 ..197 .142 ....*
Mumbai .......... 18 ...— ...— ..177 .146 ....*
Pune............... 32 .60 112 ..148 .111 ....*
Visakhapatnam 13 .62 .38 ..100 .168 ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)
SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues
and monuments.
NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.
PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
death in people with heart or lung disease

Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
leader N. Chandrababu Nai-
du is actively seeking help
and protection for his party-
men from the Union Govern-
ment, and the invocation of
President’s Rule in Andhra
Pradesh, after his party
headquarters was attacked
by miscreants, who, he
claims, are being shielded by
the ruling YSR Congress Par-
ty (YSRCP) Government and
Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy.

For Mr. Naidu, the two-
day trip to Delhi where he
called on President Ram
Nath Kovind with a delega-
tion, asking for the imposi-
tion of Article 356 on Andhra
Pradesh, but missed out on a
meeting with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah because

of a delay in the latter’s re-
turn from Jammu and Kash-
mir, was a bittersweet one. 

“Our party headquarters
in Vijayawada is just half a ki-
lometre away from the A.P.
Director-General of Police’s
[DGP] office and very close
to the Fifth Battalion. But we
got no help. We got help
when we appealed to the Un-
ion Government,” Mr. Naidu
told The Hindu. 

“My partymen and I are
being targeted because we
have raised the issues of a
drug mafia that enjoys Go-
vernment protection,” he
said, adding that TDP work-
ers needed protection. 

The parting of ways bet-
ween Mr. Naidu and the BJP-
led National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA) on the question
of according special status to
Andhra Pradesh following

the formation of Telangana
was not a happy one. The
TDP-Congress alliance after
the split and the personal at-
tacks during the campaign
for the 2019 general election
made the parting even more
bitter. 

Mr. Naidu, however, said
his departure from the NDA
was “only to keep the State’s
interests in mind” and did
not pertain to any major ide-
ological breach between the
TDP and the BJP. While not

explicitly expressing any re-
grets on his break with the
NDA, his response to ques-
tions on a rethink was that
he had done the split for the
sake of the State. But it was
“also true” that “people did
not support us [TDP] in two
elections” following the
split, he added. 

The TDP has, in the past,
been at the helm of several
efforts to forge “third front”
formations. But Mr. Naidu
did not express much enthu-

siasm about the current ef-
forts to forge a regional par-
ties-powered front against
the BJP, adding that the time
was not right for such
moves. On whether he was
open to exploring a return to
the NDA, he said: “We must
explore it, otherwise others
will exploit us.”

While Mr. Naidu had to re-
turn home without a meet-
ing with Mr. Shah, he told his
aides that he would persist
with his efforts at securing
the Union Government’s
help for his party workers,
who feel “under siege” at the
moment. “Amit Shahji re-
turned late from Jammu and
Kashmir, and has meetings
of the Union Council of Mi-
nisters to attend this even-
ing,” said a source, adding
that Mr. Naidu told his aides
that he would be back in Del-
hi once an appointment was
firmed up. The politics in
Andhra Pradesh seems to be
coming full circle.

Naidu seeks Centre’s help to check YSRCP
TDP leader warms to BJP, says 
no ‘ideological’ dispute with party

Nistula Hebbar

NEW DELHI

Delhi mission: TDP chief N. Chandrababu Naidu and other
party leaders with President Ram Nath Kovind on Monday. 

Telangana raises security
ahead of Maoist bandh
BHADRADRI-KOTHAGUDEM

Security has been tightened
in the Agency mandals
abutting Chhattisgarh in
Telangana as the police
intensified security protocol
and vehicle checking
operations in the border
areas in view of the bandh
called by the CPI(Maoist) on
October 27 in protest against
Monday’s “encounter” in
Tekulagudem forest area, in
which three Maoists were
killed.

IN BRIEF

Boy held for attacking
21-year-old woman
MALAPPURAM

The police on Tuesday
arrested a 15-year-old boy in
connection with an attack on
a 21-year-old woman at
Kottukkara, near Kondotty, in
Malappuram, Kerala, on
Monday. The police said the
local boy had admitted to the
attack and rape attempt.

‘Cannot allow violation of
SC verdict in Church case’
KOCHI

The Kerala High Court on
Tuesday observed that the
Supreme Court judgment in
the Malankara Church dispute
case cannot be allowed to be
violated with impunity.
Justice Devan Ramachandran
said the Jacobite faction had
chosen to misinterpret the
court’s intention to find peace
with both the factions. 
The court adjourned the case
to November 10.

Work in progress: Maintenance work at the Manthakkara Mahaganapathi temple in New Kalpathy, Palakkad, on Tuesday. The
district administration is yet to give permission to hold the Kalpathy car festival. * MUSTAFAH K.K.
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Cleanliness drive

The Congress-led United De-
mocratic Front (UDF) Oppo-
sition walked out of the Ker-
ala Assembly on Tuesday
after accusing the Child Wel-
fare Council of putting up a
baby, forcibly removed from
its mother, for adoption ille-
gally. 

Revolutionary Marxist
Party legislator K.K. Rema,
who sought leave of the
House for an adjournment
motion on the issue, said
the CPI(M) and the council
had abetted the crime.

The party, law enforce-
ment and the Government
aided the woman’s father, a
CPI(M) leader, “banish” his
grandchild, born out of we-
dlock to his daughter, to
“protect the family’s twisted

sense of honour”. 
Ms. Rema said the police

refused to take cognisance
of the mother’s complaint
for six months under CPI(M)
pressure and pushed her
from pillar to post, search-
ing for her “missing child”.
Polit Bureau member Brin-
da Karat had termed the
“honour crime” wrong of
“immense moral and hu-
man rights proportion”. Her
intervention at the Chief Mi-
nister’s level to reunite the
mother and child had failed.
Yet, Ms. Rema said, Women
and Child Welfare Minister
Veena George justified the
council’s act brazenly.

Ms. George said the Go-
vernment had stayed the
adoption process in court
and the baby was with the
mother.

UDF accuses council of
abetting illegal adoption 
Members walk out of Kerala Assembly
Special Correspondent

Thiruvananthapuram

The relief is palpable in A.R.
Vinod’s voice. “Yes, finally
things are looking up for us,
after a most harrowing
time,” he says. 

His sentiment is shared by
hundreds of theatre owners
across Kerala. They are all
relieved as they can begin to
screen films from Wednes-
day, for the first time in six
months.

Mr. Vinod, proprietor of
Crown Theatre in Kozhi-
kode, is confident that film
fans will be back in front of
the big screen in large num-
bers once again. The CO-
VID-19 pandemic may have
seen over-the-top (OTT) plat-
forms such as Amazon Prime
and Netflix grow exponen-
tially in popularity, but for
most people, the experience
of watching James Bond’s lat-
est adventure in a theatre
will not be as enjoyable on a

television set.
Pradeep Nair, a national

award-winning director, is
planning to watch the new
Bond film, No Time To Die,
in a theatre on Wednesday.
He has been missing the ex-
perience of going to the mo-
vies. 

He watches all the latest
releases in theatres, mostly
in his home town Kottayam.
“I have watched a lot of films
online during the lockdown,
but there is nothing quite
like watching a film in a
theatre,” Mr. Nair says. “As a
film-maker and as a viewer

of cinema, I am happy that
our theatres are finally
reopening.”

Half the capacity
But the theatres are allowed
to have only half the capaci-
ty. “I hope the Government
will let us sell tickets for all
the available seats before
long,” Mr. Vinod says. “Only
then will we be able to cover
at least some of the huge
losses made over the last
one-and-a-half years.”

Theatre owners have
been among the hardest hit
by the pandemic. “Even
when there was no show, I
had to spend around ₹1.25
lakh every month as mainte-
nance cost,” he says. “Most
of us had to depend on bank
loans.” He hopes several big
films that are lined up for re-
lease over the next few
months will bring the smile
back on an industry that has
taken a severe beating.

Big screen comes alive in Kerala today
Theatre owners heave a sigh of relief, say fans will be back in large numbers

Show must go on: Workers cleaning a theatre in Kochi on
Tuesday. * H. VIBHU 

P.K. Ajith Kumar

KOZHIKODE

At an online meeting of the
high-power committee ap-
pointed by the Supreme
Court on the Mullaperiyar
dam on Tuesday, Kerala
sought to fix the water level
at 137 ft and suggested Tamil
Nadu take maximum water
from the dam.

But the Tamil Nadu repre-
sentative wanted to set the
water level at 142 ft. The Ker-
ala representative said in
2018, the Supreme Court
had directed to fix the level
in the reservoir at 139.99 ft.

The Kerala representative
said the State was facing a se-
rious problem now when
compared to 2018. If water
was released from the dam,
the Idukki reservoir, which

was almost full now, would
not be able to store more wa-
ter. In the present situation,
Tamil Nadu should draw
more water from Mullaperi-
yar and store it in the Vaigai
and Madurai dams.

Kerala Additional Chief
Secretary T.K. Jose; Tamil

Nadu member and Addition-
al Chief Secretary Sandeep
Saxena; and Central Water
Commission member and
Mullaperiyar high-power
committee chairman Gul-
shan Raj attended the meet-
ing. 

The meeting was held in

the wake of the Supreme
Court asking the committee
to decide on fixing the water
level. The apex court will de-
liver the judgment on
Wednesday.

Idukki Collector Sheeba
George said all steps had
been taken and various de-
partments were put on alert
over the increase in the wa-
ter level in the dam. 

Talking to presspersons
after a review meeting, she
said 3,220 persons in Peeru-
made, Udumbanchola and
Idukki taluks would be shift-
ed. They were from the vil-
lages of Periyar, Manjumala,
Upputhara and Elappara in
Peerumade; Ayyappancoil
and Kanchiyar villages in
Idukki; and Anavilasam in
Udumbanchola taluk.

Fix water level at 137 ft, says Kerala
At high-power panel meet on Mullaperiyar, T.N. wants to set the level at 142 ft
A Correspondent 

IDUKKI

Although two samples
from Karnataka were re-
trospectively found to be
infected with AY.4.2 — a
sub-lineage of the Delta
variant of SARS-CoV-2 —
State Health officials and
experts said there was no
reason to panic as of now. 

AY.4.2 has been declared
a ‘Variant under Investiga-
tion’ in the U.K., where cas-
es are rising. But, Health
officials said there was no
need to panic as the two
samples collected in July
were retrospectively found
to be infected with the sub-
lineage during reanalysis
of over 1,300 samples that
were genome sequenced in
the last few months.

Two samples
in Karnataka
with AY.4.2
Special correspondent

Bengaluru
Water level remains at
137.6 ft in Mullaperiyar
IDUKKI

The water level in the
Mullaperiyar dam remained
stagnant at 137.60 ft on
Tuesday. It was the same at 9
a.m. and 7 p.m.Tamil Nadu was
releasing hourly data on the
dam to Kerala. Tamil Nadu was
drawing water at 2,200 cubic
feet per second, while the
inflow was the same at 7 p.m.

Opposition leader writes
to T.N. CM on dam safety 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Leader of the Opposition V.D.
Satheesan has raised the issue
of the long-term safety of the
Mullaperiyar dam with Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin. In a letter to Mr. Stalin,
Mr. Satheesan said Kerala and
Tamil Nadu must jointly find a
permanent solution to assuage
public concern about its safety. 
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‘Will ask Govt. to
reconsider Kannada G.O.’ 
BENGALURU

Karnataka Advocate-General
Prabhuling K. Navadgi on
Tuesday assured the
Karnataka High Court that he
would advise the State
Government to reconsider its
new policy on making
Kannada a compulsory
language for undergraduate
courses from the academic
year 2021–22. 

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Tues-
day urged political parties in
Darjeeling hills to come up
with a plan for a “permanent
solution” to the issues faced
by the region. 

The Trinamool Congress
chief emphasised that crea-
tion of a separate State
would not bring develop-
ment to the hills, making a
reference to Uttarakhand
that is grappling with fre-
quent natural disasters.
While chairing an adminis-
trative meeting in the hills,
she told representatives of
political parties to chalk out
a plan to develop Darjeeling
and the region as part of
West Bengal.

Separate State demand
Since the 1980s, politics in
the Darjeeling hills has been
centred around the demand
for creation of a separate

State — Gorkhaland. In the
2021 Bengal Assembly elec-
tion, despite registering an
emphatic win across the
State, the Trinamool Con-
gress could not win a major-
ity of seats in north Bengal,
including in Darjeeling dis-
trict. 

In an indirect attack on
the BJP, Ms. Banerjee said,
“Before every election, some
political party comes and
promises separate State for
Darjeeling. In reality, they

want to create a division
among the people of the re-
gion.” 

She said every 10 years, a
new movement for a sepa-
rate State came up and des-
troyed all the possibilities for
the Darjeeling hills. 

The Chief Minister also
announced allocation of ₹43
crore to the Gorkhaland Ter-
ritorial Administration
(GTA).

During the meeting that
lasted over an hour, the

Chief Minister also assured
the representatives of politi-
cal parties that elections to
the GTA would be held after
the voter list is updated. 

The GTA was created as a
result of a tripartite agree-
ment between the Union go-
vernment, the State govern-
ment and the Gorkha
Janamukti Morcha in 2011. 

Elections to the GTA have
been pending for the past
four years. At the meeting,
some participants, including
the MLA of Kalimpong,
raised the issue that lack of
public representatives was
hampering development
work in the hills. 

Ms. Banerjee also chided
her own party MP from the
hills, Shanta Chettri, who
had made remarks against
another hill leader Anit Tha-
pa who had recently
launched his own party. 

“We will not fight with any
other political party in the
hills,” Ms. Banerjee said.

Mamata for permanent solution for Darjeeling 
She promises elections to the GTA as soon as the voter list is updated

Supporters of Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee hold a
banner to welcome her to Kurseong in Darjeeling. * PTI

Shiv Sahay Singh

Kolkata

The Maharashtra Govern-
ment on Tuesday issued an
order allowing the common
people who are vaccinated
fully against COVID-19 to
board suburban trains in the
Mumbai Metropolitan
Region.

In this order, the State go-
vernment has extended the
definition of fully vaccinated
people to cover even those
people who are working in
non-essential sectors. This
means people who have ta-
ken both the doses of vac-
cines and completed 14 days
after inoculation can travel
in local trains.

The government also stat-
ed that the people working
in essential sectors must be
fully vaccinated and should

have completed the 14 days
post-inoculation before they
can be allowed to board lo-
cal trains.

Currently, the Central
Railway and the Western
Railway have been issuing a
monthly pass to vaccinated
commuters instead of daily
tickets to curtail the crowd.

Notably, both the railways
on Monday said suburban
services in Mumbai will be
operated at 100% capacity
from October 28, but the tra-
vel restrictions for the gener-
al public will remain un-
changed. This decision was
taken considering the in-
creased flow of commuters,
an official said. Central Rail-
way and Western Railway
will run 1,774 and 1,367 ser-
vices on their suburban net-
work from October 28. 

Fully-vaccinated people
can board Mumbai locals
Maharashtra Government issues order 
Press Trust of India

Mumbai
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EDITORIAL

Mullaperiyar and safety
The scaremongering,
especially on social media
platforms, about the safety
of the Mullaperiyar dam
following torrential rain
that lashed the catchment
areas in Kerala is
unwarranted. The expert
committee constituted by
the Supreme Court of India
has certified the dam to be
safe and even specified the

water level to be
maintained. However, the
safety of the people living
downstream cannot be
overlooked. As the dam is
very much in the control of
Tamil Nadu, the State must
ensure that there is proper
monitoring which will go a
long way in assuring Kerala
that safety does come first. 
M. Jeyaram,

Sholavandan, Tamil Nadu

Narcotics case
The twists and turns and
the levelling of all sorts of
allegations in the
high-profile cruise ship
drug incident make one
wonder which direction the
case is going. Most
sensational cases suffer
either from obstacles in the
form of external influences,
allurements, threats, or
flaws by way of a botched

investigation and
inadequate monitoring. In
order to unravel the entire
ramifications in the case
and to guard against any
modicum of suspicion, a
probe monitored by the
judiciary is essential.
Importantly, the
prosecution should travel
on the right and legally
stipulated path to reach a
fair, unbiased, early and

wonderful move to
congratulate the Pakistan
openers at the end of the
game must have won many
a heart across the world.
His gesture only reiterates
the point that cricket has
the magic to mend relations
between the two nations.
R. Sivakumar,

Chennai

independent conclusion.
V. Johan Dhanakumar,

Chennai

At Dubai
Pakistan can be famous as
well for meltdowns against
its arch-rival in sport, but
this time, it appears it was
determined to prove things
otherwise. India may have
lost the match in Dubai but
captain Virat Kohli’s

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

To read more letters
online, scan the QR code

Harish S. Wankhede

T
ill October 14, 1956, the fol-
lowers of Buddhism in India
were an insignificant mass.

And as a religion, it was one that
was on the verge of extinction. On
this date, Babasaheb Ambedkar
embraced Buddhism in a grand ce-
remony at Nagpur, Maharashtra,
and offered it to millions of his fol-
lowers. Significant sections among
the erstwhile untouchable castes
divorced the degraded untoucha-
ble caste identity to find solace in
the teachings of the Buddha. 

Ambedkar’s impact
A few days ago, on October 20,
2021, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated Kushinagar In-
ternational Airport in Uttar Pra-
desh, which will help connect im-
portant Buddhist pilgrimage sites.
Kushinagar is an important Budd-
hist pilgrim destination. The
Prime Minister heralded the Budd-
hist sites and the Buddha’s teach-
ings as the marker of India’s an-
cient civilisational heritage.
However, he never acknowledged
Ambedkar’s contribution in revita-
lising the Buddhist faith. Budd-
hism’s affiliation with the Dalit
emancipatory movement is largely
neglected, and often, its ornamen-
tal spiritual side is what is present-
ed instead. 

According to the last national
population census, the Buddhists
are one of the smallest minorities
(0.7% of the total population) in In-
dia. Interestingly a majority of
them are converted Dalits from
Maharashtra. Within the conven-

tional Hindu social order, the un-
touchables were reduced to a sub-
human category and treated with
hatred and subject to prejudices.
Though there were impactful so-
cial reforms to correct historic
wrongs, the general social psyche
of the dominant caste Hindus to-
wards the lowest rung remained
pervasive. It is with the arrival of
Ambedkar on the national politi-
cal stage that Dalits realised their
self-potential and launched a
struggle, claiming an equitable
share in the modern institutions of
power. Embracing Buddhism is
heralded as the intellectual choice
of Dalits that connects them to a
robust historic past while also
making them ready to enjoy con-
stitutional rights as secular citi-
zens. 

A force in Maharashtra
Important cities in Maharashtra
such as Mumbai, Aurangabad and
Nagpur have witnessed the rise of
powerful Dalit movements, social
events and modern monuments.
Deeksha Bhoomi in Nagpur, the
place where Ambedkar embraced
Buddhism, has emerged as a mon-
umental heritage site, attracting
millions of visitors every year.
Here, Buddhism was resurrected
not only as a part of India’s cultu-
ral and civilisational heritage but
also as a tool to escape the caste
hierarchical cultural hegemony
and social hostility. In the post-
Ambedkar period, it is urban
Buddhists — because of their edu-
cational achievements and newly
gained middle class status — who
have offered vital leadership to Da-
lit politics and organised various
social and cultural struggles. Im-
portantly, it is the creative applica-
tion of the neo-Buddhist identity
and ideology that has structured
the Dalit movement as an autono-
mous political force in Maharash-

tra. A serious debate between neo-
Buddhists and Marxist-Socialists
erupted during the heightened pe-
riod of activism by the Dalit Panth-
ers’ in Bombay. Namdeo Dhasal, a
maverick revolutionary poet, of-
fered a militant political alterna-
tive, suggesting that ‘Dalit’ is a re-
volutionary collective of all
oppressed communities and that
they shall contest caste atrocities
and state violence by radical vio-
lent means. Dhasal was influenced
by the Maoist-Naxalbari move-
ments and wanted that Dalits
should build close solidarities with
the Communist working-class
movement.

Raja Dhale, another founding
member of the Dalit Panthers’
movement, criticised such a ‘Lef-
tist turn’ of the Dalit movement.
As an alternative to Dhasal’s ‘Mar-
xist Manifesto’, he offered a Budd-
hist perspective, suggesting that
the social justice movement must
be based upon a primacy to Am-
bedkarite liberal principles and
making a break from the ideas of a
violent class struggle. Conversion
to Buddhism helped the commun-
ity appreciate the constitutional
values of secularism and social jus-
tice substantively and develop a
critical distance from the ideolo-
gies that legitimise any brutal us-
age of violence. Dhale visualised
the neo-Buddhist movement not
as a sectarian project for the

emancipation of untouchables on-
ly but visualised it as a revolution-
ary project that would enlighten
the wider Bahujan mass. 

Second, conversion to Budd-
hism also helped Dalits to find a
robust meaning about their cultu-
ral past. They reinvented the
Buddhist cultural symbols (by
building monuments, viharas and
religious sites), rituals and practic-
es (by celebrating Buddhist festiv-
als) as the proud markers of their
new social identity. Buddhist cul-
tural assertions and claims over
public spaces became the symbols
of their rejection against Hindu
cultural hegemony and its social
tentacles. Such assertiveness often
put them in opposition with right-
wing ideologies. 

Niche ideological space
In Mumbai, under Bal Thackeray’s
leadership, the Shiv Sena respond-
ed to the neo-Buddhist social acti-
vism with street violence and
riots. In the early 1990s, the neo-
Buddhists launched a mass move-
ment to liberate the Bodhgaya
temple from the control of Brah-
min priests and also raised legal
claim over the controversial site of
the Babri Masjid, thus putting Hin-
dutva politics into conundrum —
on how to deal with the neo-Budd-
hists’ demands. 

Though the Bharatiya Janata
Party regime at the centre appears
more accommodative to Dalit cul-
tural and religious symbols and
avoided much skirmish on this
front, it is difficult for the right
wing to attract neo-Buddhists un-
der the Hindutva project. As an
ideological force, neo-Buddhists
offer an alternative reading of his-
tory and imagine Buddhism as the
chief challenger to Brahmanical
Hindu traditions, caste order and
orthodox ritualism. Buddhists
thus stand distinct from the mili-

tant Hindutva hegemony and wish
to retain their own autonomy in
sociocultural spaces. 

Non-allegiance with the Left
militancy and later its opposition
to Hindutva politics have created a
niche ideological space for Dalits
especially amongst neo-Budd-
hists. However, as a political force,
they have failed to provide any sig-
nificant challenge to the dominant
caste and class elites and failed to
mobilise other marginalised com-
munities under their social or pol-
itical programmes. In recent
times, neo-Buddhism has generat-
ed a passive communitarian exclu-
sivity that often engages with ri-
tualistic and spiritual endeavours
rather than building impressive
struggles for social justice or to
gain political power. 

A democratic dialogue
The revolutionary promises made
during Ambedkar’s historic Budd-
hist conversion would be fulfilled
only if the polity is sensitive to-
wards secularism and social jus-
tice. The current advancement of
Hindutva is coercive and hege-
monic as it offers residual space to
Buddhist symbols and keeps a dis-
tance from its revolutionary anti-
caste struggles. Though it is vital
to protect the autonomous cultu-
ral space that the neo-Buddhist in-
tellectual class has developed, it is
equally important to build a un-
ified people’s movement to pro-
tect the merits of India’s constitu-
tional democracy. It is only by
initiating democratic dialogue
with other marginalised and strug-
gling communities that neo-Budd-
hists can revitalise Ambedkar’s
transformative project.

Harish S. Wankhede is Assistant Professor,

Centre for Political Studies, School of

Social Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru

University, New Delhi

Re-evaluating the neo-Buddhist movement
The advancement of Hindutva offers residual space to symbols of Buddhism and downplays its revolutionary potential
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ur frontline health-care
workers deserve our ful-
some congratulations for

crossing the milestone of 100
crore COVID-19 vaccine doses.
They, along with our scientists, re-
searchers, medical professionals,
and vaccine manufacturers, have
heroically overcome multiple ob-
stacles in the quest to protect our
citizens from COVID-19. Thanks to
their efforts, our vaccination drive
has picked up pace after the initial
months of delay, indecision, and
confusion. 

This milestone also marks the
triumph of science and of India’s
research and manufacturing in-
frastructure built and nurtured ov-
er decades. It is opportune to re-
collect that it is the Patents Act,
1970, that contributed hugely to
the development of our drugs and
pharmaceutical industry, which
has enabled India to become a glo-
bally respected manufacturer of
vaccines.

The shock of the second wave
This jubilant mood though must
not give way to complacency. It is
still fresh in our memory how the
Prime Minister told the Chief Mi-
nisters early in April that “we de-
feated COVID-19 without vac-
cines”. Just months earlier, before
the disastrous second wave trig-
gered by premature claims of suc-
cess and unregulated large gather-
ings, punctured these claims, he
had boasted at the World Econom-
ic Forum how well prepared India
was to cope with the pandemic,
defying the dire predictions of sev-
eral international experts. With
complacency firmly in command,
vaccine procurement was not
prioritised and crucial efforts, in-
cluding ensuring supply of oxygen
in case of a surge of infections,

were neglected. The public also
dropped its guard believing the
Government’s reassurance. As we
all know, disastrous consequences
followed, and lakhs of Indians
paid with their lives.

Even as the Prime Minister has
heralded in his usual self-promo-
tional style the 100-crore vaccina-
tion mark — even though there are
only two countries in the world
that are called upon to reach this
level of coverage and we were not
the first to do so — the harsh truth
is that the second wave was a co-
lossal tragedy that could have
been averted had the Government
not let down the people of India.
During that horrific, difficult time,
the Prime Minister and the Home
Minister were nowhere to be seen
or heard but reappeared only
when the situation improved. This
was a repeat of their performance
during the first wave, when, after
the sudden announcement of the
lockdown, lakhs of migrant work-
ers were abandoned, left to them-
selves to trudge thousands of kilo-
metres home to their villages.
Untold numbers perished along
the way.

The nation has not forgotten the
heart-rending images of people
gasping for breath and of families
desperately trying to obtain oxy-
gen and hospital beds. Their enor-
mous suffering is seared in our
memory through pictures of bo-
dies scattered in riverbanks and
floating on rivers. The Govern-
ment is yet to give an accurate
count of the number of people
who died as a result of its negli-
gence. Callously, the Government
has yet to provide compensation
to bereaved families. Instead, the
powers that be have stubbornly
doubled down on efforts to divert
attention and pass on the blame to
others. The Government clearly
hopes that denial will cause peo-
ple to absolve it of responsibility
for their miseries.

Vaccine orders
We applaud science, but we know
that our vaccination drive would
have rolled out faster if the Go-

vernment had respected scientific
breakthroughs in other countries
and placed adequate orders for
their vaccines. Indeed, the situa-
tion would have been mitigated
had the Government had the fore-
sight to place orders with India’s
own leading vaccine manufactur-
er. The Government’s initial
“smart” vaccination strategy as-
serted that “there would be no re-
quirement for vaccination of the
whole population of the country”.
Thus, India, the biggest manufac-
turer of vaccines in the world — a
status achieved long before May
2014 — only fully vaccinated 0.5%
of its population ahead of the se-
cond wave.

Another misstep
The intensity of the second wave
demonstrated how wrong the Go-
vernment’s vaccination strategy
was. But the blunders were com-
pounded as the Government
rolled out a procurement policy
that had cash-strapped States
competing with each other over
vaccine supply. Sustained pres-
sure from State governments, the
Supreme Court of India, Opposi-
tion parties, the scientific com-
munity, and civil society helped
tide over some missteps. 

Unfortunately, the Government
continues to treat the fight against
COVID-19 as an event management
exercise. The Prime Minister’s
birthday saw a record two crore in-
oculations, partly achieved by
hoarding vaccines in the run-up to
the day to shore up numbers for
the ‘event’. Such vanity is inexcus-
able. It demonstrates that India
has the capacity to vaccinate at a
faster rate, but for some inexplica-

ble reason the Government has
chosen not to. The Government
should answer a simple question:
if two crore can be vaccinated on
one chosen day, why not every
day?

The gaps in vaccination
In the nine months since we start-
ed the vaccination drive, we have
only been able to fully vaccinate
less than a third of our adult popu-
lation. Countries with comparable
COVID-19 figures and even those
with smaller or poorer economies
have performed much better. Even
if manufacturers ramp up produc-
tion rapidly, our vaccination rate
will fail to catch up. In the first
three weeks of October it was 50
lakh doses a day. This rate will
have to be tripled to inoculate all
eligible adults by year-end. 

Not only that, the gap between
the proportion of the population
that has got at least one dose and
two doses is widest in India. This
gap is likely a result of domestic
supply falling short of the de-
mand. The Government refuses to
explore diverse methods, includ-
ing compulsory licensing, to raise
our domestic production of vac-
cines. Moreover, the Government
is yet to roll out a plan to inoculate
our children who could be particu-
larly vulnerable to future waves.
We must protect our children ur-
gently so they can go back to
school. India has had one of the
longest school shutdowns world-
wide and the damage to their edu-
cation and growth has been
incalculable.

We are also concerned about
people’s immunity waning over
time in spite of having been vacci-
nated or infected. But the Govern-
ment has dealt with queries about
booster shoots with complete
opaqueness. It must work out a
plan, based on scientific advice,
for booster shots, like other coun-
tries have done. Most importantly,
scientific procedures need to be
adhered to during approval and
procurement of vaccines. Truth
and transparency should be the
hallmark of government actions

and communication with the pu-
blic to avoid any vaccine
hesitancy.

A shift in policy
The Prime Minister likes to em-
phasise that vaccines are free,
while conveniently forgetting that
they have always been free. It is
the Bharatiya Janata Party govern-
ment that moved away from In-
dia’s universal free vaccination
policy. A significant section of the
population was forced to pay for
vaccines as government centres
ran out of them. Many better-off ci-
tizens pooled in money to ensure
the poor could get vaccinated.
While commendable, this is an in-
dictment of the Government,
which shifted its responsibility to
citizens and the private sector. Not
even 10% of our population can af-
ford to pay for vaccines, yet the
Government continues to allocate
25% of vaccines to the private sec-
tor. This is unacceptable — result-
ing in less, not more vaccination. 

In May 2021, the Government
announced that all eligible Indians
would be doubly vaccinated by the
end of 2021. This hollow announ-
cement has not been accompa-
nied by either appropriate plan-
ning or execution. Experts assert
that we will miss this target by at
least five to six months. The Go-
vernment must realise that vacci-
nating all Indians as quickly as pos-
sible is linked to not only the
health of our citizens but also the
wealth of our nation. 

The floundering economy can
be turned around if we can drive
away the dark clouds of COVID-19.
That requires us to ramp up the
pace of the roll out of vaccines to
all, completely free, including to
our children. That is our best hope
to protect our citizens, put our
children back in school, revive our
markets and have a cascading pos-
itive impact across sectors, thus
ushering in the festive season and
the new year with genuine
optimism.

Sonia Gandhi is the President of the

Indian National Congress

The vaccination milestone and a distant goal
The Government ought to realise that vaccinating all Indians as quickly as possible is linked to their health and progress 

Sonia Gandhi
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he move by Sudan’s military to dissolve the Sove-
reignty Council where it shared power with civi-
lian leaders has thrown the African country’s fra-

gile transition from dictatorship to democracy into
chaos. Almost three years ago, tens of thousands of Su-
danese rose against the regime of Omar al-Bashir in
what they call a “revolution” that eventually led to the
dictator’s fall in April 2019. Ever since, the military and
leaders of the civilian movement came together to form
a transitional government. In their agreement, the act-
ing Prime Minister would run the day-to-day affairs
while the military chief would remain the leader of the
Sovereignty Council for two years. Lt. Gen. Abdel Fat-
tah al-Burhan, the military chief, was scheduled to
hand over the leadership of the transitional govern-
ment to the civilian leadership in a few weeks. Instead,
he disbanded the government, proclaimed himself the
new leader, declared a state of emergency and impri-
soned the civilian leaders, including Prime Minister Ab-
dalla Hamdok. Tensions were brewing in recent weeks.
Pro-military mobs had been carrying out protests de-
manding the government’s removal amid soaring pric-
es of essentials. Port Sudan, the country’s largest port,
on the Red Sea, had been blockaded by a tribal group,
with help from the military, which worsened the eco-
nomic situation, including acute shortages of food, cur-
rency and fuel. The civilian leadership had accused the
military of exploiting the economic crisis. 

The overthrow of the Bashir regime and the pro-
mised democratic transition were the best hopes for Su-
dan to end its international isolation, heal the wounds
of decades of oppression and state violence, and build a
stable economic and political order in an otherwise vio-
lence-ridden Horn of Africa. Sudan had taken the steps
in that direction. Last year, the U.S. removed the coun-
try, which hosted Osama bin Laden in the 1990s, from
the list of state sponsors of terrorism and announced fi-
nancial aid. Earlier this year, the IMF had reached a $50
billion debt-relief agreement with the transitional go-
vernment. The civilian leaders had promised that they
would send Bashir to The Hague to prosecute him over
allegations of war crimes, crimes against humanity and
genocide. The country was also gearing up to organise
its first free and fair elections in decades. But the pow-
er-hungry generals appear to be more concerned about
protecting their interests, which they feared would be
at risk had a democratic government taken full control
of the country. After all, Sudan’s military cannot ab-
solve itself from whatever allegations Bashir is facing.
But this time, it faces a stiff challenge from the public.
The protesters who brought down Bashir are back on
the streets fighting the security personnel. A violent
showdown is most likely. Gen. Burhan should desist
from more violence. The military should release all the
arrested leaders, restore the transition government and
let free elections decide the future of the country.

Coup in Sudan
The military should restore the transition

government and allow free elections 

T
he Supreme Court’s direction on Monday to the
supervisory committee for the Mullaperiyar dam
on the issue of the maximum water level has re-

vived the controversy surrounding the dam. Located in
Kerala, the water body is operated and maintained by
Tamil Nadu to meet the water requirements of five of its
southern districts. The order was issued while hearing
a petition raising apprehensions about the supervision
of water levels of the reservoir, especially during the rai-
ny season; Kerala has also been experiencing unusually
heavy spells of rain. During October 18-25, the dam too
received a substantial inflow. Despite the Court’s nod in
2014 to store water up to 142 ft, Tamil Nadu has been
careful in drawing as much water as possible so that the
level does not reach the permissible level ordinarily. A
few days ago, Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
wrote to his Tamil Nadu counterpart, M.K. Stalin, refer-
ring to the heavy rainfall in the catchment and empha-
sising the “urgent need for the gradual release of wa-
ter”. His letter should be viewed more as a note of
caution than anything else. During a debate in the As-
sembly on Monday, Mr. Vijayan categorically stated that
there was no threat to the dam and was also apprecia-
tive of the Tamil Nadu authorities, who, he noted, were
“highly empathetic” to Kerala’s demands.

With camaraderie prevailing between the two States,
Mr. Stalin and Mr. Vijayan would do well to send out a
strong message that there is no room for passion and
chauvinism on a technical and complex subject such as
the operation and maintenance of Mullaperiyar. As the
issue of dam safety is a recurrent one, it would be in the
interests of all stakeholders that the remaining works to
strengthen the dam are done at the earliest, for which
the approval of the Kerala and Central governments is
required. Some sections in Kerala may argue that the
completion of the works will only make the case of Ta-
mil Nadu stronger in the context of its long-standing de-
mand of raising the water level to the original 152 ft.
But, what needs to be kept in mind is that the works are
meant to strengthen the dam. It has been suggested
that Kerala give its permission — a pre-requisite for Ta-
mil Nadu to get the Centre’s clearances — while stating
that this will not be prejudicial to its position on the is-
sue. Tamil Nadu too should ensure that all the instru-
ments for monitoring the safety and health of the dam
are installed and are functioning properly. As there are
sufficient scientific and technological tools to respond
effectively to any legitimate and genuine concern, every
player should adopt a rational approach while deciding
on the storage levels and safety aspects of the dam.

Safety first
T.N. must assure Kerala that all instruments for

monitoring the dam’s safety are in place
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From the earliest time when the question of
“brain growth” was considered by experts,
there have been differences of opinion
among them regarding the period at which
the human brain attains its full, fixed and
adult size. Professor Tiedmann had stated
that the brain arrived, on an average, at its
full size towards the seventh or eighth year.
Mr. Soemmering, a famous German anato-
mist, stated that the “brain does not in-
crease after the third year.” Dr. S.G. Meston
was of opinion that sixteen years of age was
the period at which the brain acquired its
adult size. The experimental researches of
Mr. James Deville, Drs. Mege, Gall and Spurz-
heim convey the idea that the brain conti-
nues to grow till the fortieth year. Mr. Millott
Sivern, in an article on the ‘Brain growth’
contributed to ‘Popular Science Siftings’ de-
clares that after an examination and mea-
surement of heads, about two hundred
thousand, he has come to the conclusion
that the human brain is capable of develop-
ment so long as the mind’s powers are kept
vigorously at work, as shown by the increas-
ing development of the size of the head in all
brain workers. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTOBER 27, 1921

Till when does the brain grow?

Despite the net zero campaign by a
number of countries and non-state
actors, the timing of the world’s car-
bon dioxide emissions reaching net
zero is not the critical parameter for
the safety of humanity. As the recent
report of the Intergovernmental Pa-
nel on Climate Change made it clear,
limiting the increase in the world’s
average temperature from pre-indus-
trial levels to those agreed in the Pa-
ris Agreement requires global cumu-
lative emissions of carbon dioxide to
be capped at the global carbon bud-
get. It is a truism that such a cap
means that eventually emissions
must go to zero, or more precisely,
net zero. But reaching net zero by it-
self is irrelevant to forestalling dange-
rous warming. This is no more rocket
science than saying that the promise
of when you will turn off the tap does
not guarantee that you will draw only
a specified quantity of water.

What promises of net zero do
What do we know about projected
cumulative emissions? The top three
emitters of the world — China, the
U.S. and the European Union — even
after taking account of their net zero
commitments and their enhanced
emission reduction commitments
for 2030, will emit more than 500
billion tonnes of carbon dioxide be-
fore net zero. These three alone will
exceed the limit of about 500 billion
tonnes from 2020 onwards, for even
odds of keeping global temperature
increase below 1.5°C. With these
committed emissions, there is no
hope of “keeping 1.5°C alive.” The
target is dead-on-arrival. For two-to-
one odds for the same target, the li-
mit is 400 billion tonnes of carbon
dioxide, a limit that is even more cer-
tain to be breached.

Neither the Paris Agreement nor
climate science requires that net zero
be reached individually by countries
by 2050, the former requiring only
global achievement of this goal “in
the second half of the century”.
Claims that the world “must” reach
specific goals by 2030 or 2050 are
the product of specific economic mo-

dels for climate action. These are de-
signed to achieve the Paris goals by
the “lowest cost” methods, foregoing
equity and climate justice. They
front-load emission reduction re-
quirements on developing countries,
despite their already low emissions,
to allow the developed world to back-
load its own, buying time for its own
transition.

These stringent limits on future
cumulative emissions post 2020,
amounting to less than a fifth of the
total global carbon budget, is the re-
sult of its considerable over-appro-
priation in the past by the global
North. Less than a fifth of the world
has been responsible for three-fifths
of all past cumulative emissions, the
U.S. and the EU alone having contri-
buted a whopping 45%. Promises of
net zero in their current form perpet-
uate this hugely disproportionate ap-
propriation of a global commons,
while continuing to place humanity
in harm’s way.

What India must do 
India’s emissions story cannot be
bracketed with the top three. India is
responsible for no more than 4.37%
cumulative emissions of carbon diox-
ide since the pre-industrial era, even
though it is home to more than a
sixth of humanity. India’s per capita
emissions are less than half the world

average, less than one-eighth of the
U.S.’s, and have shown no dramatic
increase like China’s post 2000.

For India to declare net zero now
is to accede to the further over-ap-
propriation of the global carbon bud-
get by a few. India’s contribution to
global emissions, in both stock and
flow, is so disproportionately low
that any sacrifice on its part can do
nothing to save the world. Nor can it
proceed with the expectation that
the developed world and China
would limit their emissions further in
the future. If such expectations were
belied, it would endanger the future
of its own population, subjecting it to
unprecedented hardship. The failure
of the developed world to meet its
pre-2020 obligations along with its
refusal to acknowledge this provides
little confidence for the future.

The allocation of property rights,
without grandfathering, is essential
to ensure equitable access to any glo-
bal commons. The global carbon
budget has been subject to no such
restriction allowing the developed
countries to exploit it fully, in the
past and the present. Only China,
from among the rest, has managed to
surmount this barrier to access. In-
dia, in enlightened self-interest, must
now stake its claim to a fair share of
the global carbon budget. Technolo-
gy transfer and financial support, to-

gether with “negative emissions”, if
the latter succeeds, can compensate
for the loss of the past. In the ab-
sence of such a claim, India’s consid-
erable current efforts at mitigation
are a wasted effort, only easing the
way for the continued over-exploita-
tion of the global commons by a few.

Such a claim by India provides it
greater, and much-needed long-term
options. It enables the responsible
use of coal, its major fossil fuel re-
source, and oil and gas, to bootstrap
itself out of lower middle-income
economy status and eradicate pover-
ty, hunger and malnutrition for
good. India’s resource-strapped
small industries sector, which pro-
vides employment and livelihoods to
the majority of the population out-
side agriculture, needs expansion
and modernisation. The agriculture
sector, the second largest source of
greenhouse gas emissions for India
after energy, needs to double its pro-
ductivity and farmers’ incomes and
build resilience. Infrastructure for
climate resilience in general is criti-
cal to future adaptation to climate
change. All of these will require at
least the limited fossil fuel resources
made available through a fair share
of the carbon budget.

Developed countries and China,
on the other hand, if they are serious
about the Paris Agreement targets,
must reach net zero well before
2050. For a target of 2°C, there is
more room for the rest of the world,
since the cumulative emission limit
for it, with the same even odds, is
1,350 billion tonnes of carbon diox-
ide. However, without restriction of
their future cumulative emissions by
the big emitters, to their fair share of
the global carbon budget, and the
corresponding temperature target
that they correspond to made clear,
India cannot sign on to net zero.

Even if India were to enhance its
short-term Nationally Determined
Contributions under the Paris Agree-
ment in some fashion, unnecessary
as of now, it should do so while stak-
ing a claim to its share of the global
commons. This will ensure that its ef-
forts will not further enable the free-
riding of the developed world and
protect its access to this strategic re-
source, vital to India’s industrial and
developmental future.

T. Jayaraman is Senior Fellow, Climate
Change, at the M.S. Swaminathan Research
Foundation, Chennai

Doing so would be to accede to further over-appropriation of the global carbon budget by a few

Smoke billows from smokestacks and a coal-fired generator at a steel factory
in the industrial province of Hebei, China. * GETTY IMAGES

Why India shouldn’t sign on to net zero

T. Jayaraman

The prosperity of the Pollachi region of Ta-
mil Nadu is attributed to the Parambikulam
Aliyar Project (PAP). The project paved the
way for surplus waters from eight west-flow-
ing rivers to irrigate eastern Tamil Nadu. Of
the eight rivers, six — Anamalaiyar, Thunaca-
davu, Sholayar, Nirar, Peruvaripallam and
Parambikulam — are in the Anamalai hills.
Two — Aliyar and Palar — are in the plains.
The project is an exemplar of co-operative
federalism, in this case between Kerala and
Tamil Nadu. Using inter-basin diversion, the
project irrigates drought-prone areas in the
Coimbatore and Erode districts of Tamil Na-
du. It also stabilises the existing irrigation
system in the Chittoorpuzha valley in Kerala.

The PAP agreement was signed between
Kerala and Tamil Nadu on May 29, 1970, with
retrospective effect from November 1958. It
provides for the diversion of 30.5 thousand
million cubic feet (tmc ft) annually from Ker-
ala to Tamil Nadu. It also provides for Kerala
7.25 tmc ft through the Manacadavu weir and
12.3 tmc ft at its Sholayar dam annually (19.5
tmc in all). This major project with an outlay
of ₹138 crore was completed in 1972. 

The agreement ensures Kerala’s riparian
share in the Sholayar and Chittoorpuzha
sub-basins as a guaranteed annual entitle-
ment without applying the distress-sharing
formula. It also ensures four months’ flow
(from the Northeast monsoons) from the Up-
per Nirar weir for Kerala’s exclusive use in
the Periyar basin. Except for the Kerala Sho-
layar dam, the Parambikulam, Peruvaripal-
lam and Tunacadavu dams are situated in-
side Kerala territory but are controlled and
operated by Tamil Nadu.

Reservations
The agreement provides for review every 30
years since November 9, 1958. This, howev-
er, remains inconclusive. Kerala has reserva-
tions on the non-realisation of its share of 2.5
tmc of water from the Parambikulam group
of rivers for the exclusive use of Chittoorpuz-
ha valley; the failure of Tamil Nadu to give
Kerala what it is entitled to at the Manacadvu
weir and Sholayar dam in low-yield years
from the reservoirs under its control; and
construction of some structures in the pro-
ject area without Kerala’s concurrence.

Tamil Nadu regrets the non-realisation of
the anticipated yield of 2.5 tmc from the pro-
posed Anamalayar project and the expected
yield of four months of flow from the Upper

Nirar. It also proposes new constructions to
augment its share — the Nirar-Nallar Project
and Balancing Reservoir above Manacadavu
— which have not got Kerala’s consent.

Tamil Nadu expanded its envisaged aya-
cut from 2.5 lakh to more than 4.25 lakh
acres, in the four zones irrigating on a rota-
tion basis. The deliberations are so far incon-
clusive because both States have focused on
the total average yield and are not exploring
furthering the utilisable yield from the avail-
able yield. Five decades-long joint gauging
data (1970-2020) on yield and utilisation, ap-
proved by the Joint Water Regulation Board
created inter-governmentally, shows that the
actual combined yield of the entire project is
more or less equal to the anticipated yield.
But if we consider the yield on a sub-basin le-
vel, there is huge variation between the ac-
tual yield, the anticipated yield, and also the
yield available for utilisation.

Trapping the spill
A closer look at the project hydrology reveals
that of the last 20 years, the Chalakudy basin
experienced overflow from PAP in 12 years.
Similarly, a sizeable portion of the water is
lost through Manacadavu as unutilisable
flows. These are due to the constraints in the
present live storage capacity and the skewed
inflow pattern. Kerala had consented to the
diversion in the 1960s, anticipating enough
storage spaces in both the Periyar and Chala-
kudy basins to meet its needs, but most of
those storage reservoirs were subsequently
denied environmental approval. The way
forward lies in trapping the existing spill at
Chalakudy and Bharathappuzha through
new reservoirs, which will substantially alter
the present flow regime of PAP.

Experts of both States could analyse and
create working tables based on the observed
flow regime to see how much additional wa-
ter can be made available in the system
through new reservoir systems and how that
can be shared. Sharing becomes imperative
as Kerala has largely transferred its storing
options in favour of Tamil Nadu in PAP. 

As new systems considerably alter the
flow regime it is imperative that proper
checks and balances be agreed upon to en-
sure the guaranteed entitlements at Sholayar
and Manacadavu. Once the benefits are esta-
blished by the technical officers, the political
leadership can deliberate on the principles
of sharing to review the agreement.

The leaders of both States have clear man-
dates and a reputation for being decisive.
They can overcome hurdles for a mutually
acceptable renewal.

James Wilson is Member, Expert Advisory Group,

KSEBL, and B. Ashok is the Chairman & Managing

Director, KSEBL. Views are personal

Clearing the air on water
With political will, Kerala and Tamil Nadu can overcome
hurdles to renew the Parambikulam Aliyar Project agreement

James Wilson & B. Ashok
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COVID-19 overburdened the coun-
try’s health system and services. The
early months of the outbreak were
particularly taxing for the States with
weaker health systems. The inability
of the private sector to share the bur-
den drove the point home that
healthcare services cannot be left to
independent forces.

Aims of ABHIM 
The Pradhan Mantri Ayushman Bha-
rat Health Infrastructure Mission
(ABHIM) is another addition to the ar-
senal we have to prepare for such ou-
breaks in the future. This was
launched with an outlay of ₹64,180
crore over a period of five years. In
addition to the National Health Mis-
sion, this scheme will work towards
strengthening public health institu-
tions and governance capacities for
wide-ranging diagnostics and treat-
ment, including critical care servic-
es. The latter goal would be met with
the establishment of critical care hos-
pital blocks in 12 central institutions
such as the All India Institute of Med-
ical Sciences, and in government
medical colleges and district hospi-
tals in 602 districts.

The importance of laboratories
and their lack of readiness during an
outbreak in terms of having a robust
surveillance system and diagnostic
interface has never been more pro-
nounced than in recent times. The
government will be establishing inte-
grated district public health labs in
730 districts to provide comprehen-
sive laboratory services. The current
labs for different programmes shall
be integrated to deliver clinical, pu-
blic health surveillance and diagnos-
tic services for predicting outbreaks,
epidemics, and more.

ABHIM will focus on supporting
research on COVID-19 and other in-
fectious diseases, including biomedi-
cal research to generate evidence to
inform short-term and medium-term
responses to such pandemics. The
government also aims to develop a
core capacity to deliver the ‘one
health’ approach to prevent, detect,
and respond to infectious disease
outbreaks in humans and animals.
The plan to achieve that bio-security

preparedness and pandemic re-
search strengthening would be real-
ised via four regional National Insti-
tutes for Virology, the regional
research platform for the World
Health Organization Southeast Asia
Region, and nine Biosafety Level III
laboratories.

Boosting surveillance
In India’s endeavour to keep ahead of
the infectious organisms that bring
our life to a halt, expanding and
building an IT-enabled disease sur-
veillance system is on the cards too.
A network of surveillance labs will be
developed at the block, district, re-
gional and national levels for detect-
ing, investigating, preventing, and
combating health emergencies and
outbreaks.

Surveillance will get a huge boost
with 20 metropolitan surveillance
units, five regional National Centre
for Disease Control branches, and an
integrated health promotion plat-
form in all the States. The points of
entry will be reinforced with 17 new
points of entry health units upgrad-
ing 33 existing units. The upgraded
and intensified system of surveil-
lance will be in addition to a state-of-
the-art national digital health ecosys-
tem for IT-enabled healthcare service
delivery, for managing the core digi-
tal health data and for ensuring na-
tional portability in the provision of
health services through a secure sys-
tem of electronic health records. This
will be based on international stan-
dards and easily accessible to
citizens.

A major highlight of the current
pandemic has been the requirement
of local capacities in urban areas.
The services from the existing urban
primary health centres will be ex-
panded to smaller units – Ayushman
Bharat Urban Health and Wellness
Centres and polyclinics or specialist
clinics. The urban primary health
centres will be established closer to
the community to meet the needs of
the urban population and polyclinics
willguarantee care through improved
access to expanded high-quality ser-
vices and establish referral linkages.

Bharati Pravin Pawar is the Union Minister of

State for Health and Family Welfare

Preparing for outbreaks
The Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission
aims to build a robust public health infrastructure

Bharati Pravin Pawar

United Nations, October 26: The Taiwan re-
gime which occupied China’s seat in the Un-
ited Nations for 22 years after its ouster from
the Chinese mainland, is the first country ev-
er to be expelled from the world body. Com-
menting on the U.N. decision to seat the Pek-
ing regime and expel Taiwan Mr. Chow
Chu-kai, Foreign Minister of Taiwan, said by
this decision the U.N. had dug its own grave,
DPA reported. Mr. Chow said his country
would continue to fight to “liberate the
mainland”. There was no question of seek-
ing a return to the UN under the name of
“Formosa” or “Taiwan”, he added. Taiwan,
bowing to the inevitable, formally quit the
world body just before the final vote on the
China seat and thus technically avoided the
humiliation of actual expulsion.

Decision conveyed to Peking: The U.N. Se-
cretary General, U Thant, cabled to Peking
early to-day the text of last night’s General
Assembly resolution restoring to the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China the Chinese seat in
the United Nations. A spokesperson said the
cable was addressed to the Chinese Foreign
Ministry. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER 27, 1971

First country to be expelled
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Supreme Court’s judicial
scrutiny... I am not averse to
an enquiry. The government
takes individuals’ plea of
violation of their privacy se-
riously. It has to be gone in-
to, it must be gone into… It
is the feeling of the govern-
ment that such an issue can-
not be placed on affidavit. It
has to be gone through by a
committee. It concerns na-
tional security,” Mr. Mehta
had submitted.

He had said the govern-
ment could not afford to
“sensationalise” such an
“important” issue. He ob-
jected to assertions by the
petitioners that the “govern-
ment is denying protection
to its own citizens” or was
“assaulting democracy”.

Privacy concerns
Justice Kant had put matters
in perspective by observing
that while the court was
equally concerned about
national security, it could
not turn a deaf ear to con-
cerns about privacy raised
by citizens.

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing for Mr. Ram and
Mr. Kumar, had found the
government’s refusal to file
a detailed affidavit
“unbelievable”.

Expert panel
Solicitor-General Tushar
Mehta, for the government,
had reasoned that a public
discourse on whether a par-
ticular software was used or
not would alert terrorists.

He had urged the court to
allow the government to
form a committee of “do-
main experts” who would
look into the allegations of
snooping orchestrated
against citizens, including
journalists, activists, Minis-
ters, parliamentarians,
among others.

The Solicitor-General had
assured the court that the
committee members would
have “no relationship” with
the government and would
place their report before the
Supreme Court.

“The committee report
will have to withstand the

Pegasus case: SC to pass
orders on pleas today

Mr. Salve, shortly thereaf-
ter, said there were injured
witnesses. “I believe there
are some injured witnesses.
One or two of them have gi-
ven Section 164 statements,”
Mr. Salve said.

In its order, the court di-
rected the State to get more
witnesses to come forward
with their statements of the
incident. 

The court said the Dis-
trict Judge should ensure
that there are enough Judi-
cial Magistrates available to
record the statements of the
witnesses to avoid any
delay.

The Bench ordered foren-
sic laboratories to process
the evidence collected with-
out delay.

Protection to witnesses
The court ordered the Uttar
Pradesh Government to pro-
vide protection to the wit-
nesses though the State said
it had already stationed
guards and installed CCTVs
for the benefits of the
witnesses.

The court also sought a
separate status report on
the probe into the alleged
murders of a man, Shyam
Sundar, and a journalist, Ra-
man Kashyap. They were al-
legedly in the cars which ran
over the farmers. Uttar Pra-
desh said the two were
killed in the ensuing
violence.

The next hearing has
been scheduled for Novem-
ber 8. 

Chief Justice Ramana, with-
out spelling out the court’s
“apprehension”, indicated
that the influence wielded
by the accused may spook
the witnesses.

Additional Advocate Gen-
eral of Uttar Pradesh Gari-
ma Parshad said seven more
were arrested late on Mon-
day evening, on the eve of
the Supreme Court hearing.
Last week, the State had in-
formed the court that 10 ac-
cused had been arrested.

Mr. Salve said the State
was even willing to share
with the court, in a sealed
cover, some of the Section
164 statements made by the
witnesses so far.

The court said it was the
State’s duty to dig out more
witnesses who could pro-
vide credible statements
which would further the
police investigation.

“You ask your agency,
who can say more than
these 23 witnesses... We
have an apprehension, you
know what that is, don’t
you?” the CJI addressed Mr.
Salve. 

Mr. Salve said there was
no doubt that the incident —
the killing of the farmers —
happened. “That the inci-
dent happened is not an is-
sue,” Mr. Salve said.

The CJI asked if there
were any injured witnesses.

Mr. Salve initially said
there were only “fatalities”.

“Not even one single in-
jured witness,” the CJI asked
again.

SC quizzes U.P. over
dearth of witnesses 

In response, Mr. Wankhede
issued a statement saying he
belonged to a composite,
multi-religious and secular
family in true Indian tradi-
tion and was proud of his
heritage. 

“The publishing of my
personal documents on
Twitter is defamatory in na-
ture and unnecessary inva-
sion of my family privacy. It
is intended to malign me,
my family, my father and my
late mother,” he said. 

“In this context, I would
like to express that my fath-
er Sh Dnyandev Kachruji
Wankhede retired as Senior
Police Inspector of State Ex-
cise Department, Pune on
30.06.2007. My father is a
Hindu and my mother Late
Mrs Zaheeda was a Muslim,”
he said. 

“The series of acts of
Hon’ble Minister over the
past few days have put me
and my family under tre-
mendous mental and emo-
tional pressure. I am pained
by the nature of personal,
defamatory and slanderous
attacks by Hon’ble Minister
without any justification,”
said Mr. Wankhede.

Meanwhile, a copy of an
affidavit filed by Prabhakar
R. Sail, one of the indepen-
dent witnesses in the case
involving Aryan Khan, has
been sent to the agency’s vi-
gilance wing for scrutiny. In
the affidavit, which has not
been filed before any court,
Mr. Sail purportedly
claimed that he was made to
sign on eight to 10 blank
papers and that ₹25 crore
was demanded to let off
Aryan Khan.

In another development,
a five-member team of the
NCB’s vigilance unit, head-
ed by Deputy Director Gen-
eral Gyaneshwar Singh, is
expected to reach Mumbai
on Wednesday for an inqui-
ry. 

Wankhede rubbishes
allegations of graft

Sameer Wankhede

The latest form of the Na-
tional Population Register
(NPR) appears to have re-
tained contentious ques-
tions such as “mother ton-
gue, place of birth of father
and mother and last place of
residence”, according to a
document compiled by a
committee under the Regis-
trar-General of India and
shared with the District Cen-
sus officers. 

Though the NPR was first
compiled in 2010 and updat-
ed in 2015, the new ques-
tions were part of a trial ex-
ercise involving 30 lakh
respondents in September
2019. The exercise has been
opposed by some States and
citizen groups as the NPR is
the first step toward compi-
lation of the National Regis-
ter of Indian Citizens (NRC)
according to Citizenship
Rules, 2003. 

“Along with Census 2021,
the database of NPR collect-
ed in 2010 and updated in
2015 would be further updat-
ed in the first phase of cen-

sus. The NPR schedule to be
used in Census 2021 is given
at Annexure X,” the docu-
ment says. So far, the Go-
vernment has not officially
released the NPR schedule.

According to the Annex-
ure: “National Population
Register 2020”, the respon-
dent will have to specify the
“name of State and district”
if the place of birth of father
and mother is in India and
mention the country’s name
if not born here. 

The form will collect de-
tails on 14 parameters of all
family members. The sub-
heads include passport num-

ber, relationship to head of
the family, whether di-
vorced/widowed or separat-
ed, mother tongue, if non-
worker, cultivator, labourer,
government employee, daily
wage earner among others.
The form also has a column
on Aadhaar, mobile phone,
voter ID and driver’s licence
number, which are to be pro-
vided if available with the
respondent.

The document says that
the objective of the NPR is to
create a comprehensive
identity database of every
usual resident in the country
and it is “mandatory for ev-

ery usual resident of India to
register in the NPR.” While
similar data is collected
through Census, according
to Section 15 of the Census
Act, 1948, all individual level
information collected in
Census are confidential and
“only aggregated data are re-
leased at various administra-
tive levels.”

The Home Ministry said
earlier that data collected
under NPR are shared with
States and used by Central
government for various wel-
fare schemes at individual le-
vel. 

The NPR already has an
electronic database of more
than 119 crore residents.
Along with Census, NPR will
also be updated digitally for
the first time. A mobile appli-
cation for enumerators has
been developed where the
existing database will be
uploaded. Respondents can
also self enumerate. 

The schedule or the form
generated through an online
system on August 18, is part
of a handbook that has been
shared with all States.

Updated NPR form appears to
retain contentious questions 
14 parameters include mother tongue, place of birth of parents, last residence

Vijaita Singh

New Delhi

Resilient faces: The new questions were part of a trial exercise
involving 30 lakh respondents in September 2019. * FILE PHOTO

The Uttar Pradesh Police on
Tuesday made the first ar-
rests in an FIR lodged in
connection with the alleged
lynching of three BJP work-
ers moments after their veh-
icles ran over a group of
protesting farmers in Lak-
himpur Kheri on October 3. 

The Crime Branch in Lak-
himpur Kheri said Vichitra
Singh and Gurvinder Singh,
residents of the district hail-
ing from the Bheera and Go-
la areas, respectively, were
the arrested. A special inves-
tigation team is probing the
case.

Eight persons were killed
in the violence in Tikonia —
four farmers, three BJP
workers and a local journal-
ist, Raman Kashyap. The
police have arrested 13 per-
sons, including Ashish Mis-
hra, son of Union Minister
Ajay Kumar Mishra, on an
FIR lodged over the murder
of the four farmers. Shub-
ham Mishra and Shyam, BJP
workers, and Hari Om Mis-
hra, driver of one of the veh-
icles that ran amok, were
among those killed.

The Crime Branch said

Vichitra Singh and Gurvin-
der Singh were lodged in the
district jail after being pro-
duced in a local court which
sent them to judicial
custody.

The first FIR in the case
names Ashish and 15 to 20
others on charges of mur-
der, criminal conspiracy
and death by negligence for
allegedly mowing down
farmers. The second FIR,
lodged by the BJP worker
Sumit Jaiswal against un-
identified persons for mur-
der and other charges, al-
leged that farmers had
thrown stones at the vehicle
and attacked it with sticks
while it was passing by the
protesters. Hari Om’s vehi-
cle came to a halt after he
was hit in the head, the FIR
alleged. The driver was then
pulled out of the car and at-
tacked with lathis and
swords. As the other BJP
workers tried to flee, the
protesters caught hold of
Shubham Mishra, who was
later found dead, it added.

Mr. Jaiswal, caught on vi-
deo escaping from one of
the SUVs after it ran into the
farmers, was recently ar-
rested over the first FIR.

2 held for death of BJP
men in Lakhimpur Kheri 
FIR says farmers attacked the vehicles 
Special Correspondent 

LUCKNOW

No drugs have been reco-
vered from Aryan Khan, nor
any medical test conducted
on him to show drug con-
sumption, senior advocate
Mukul Rohatgi submitted be-
fore the Bombay High Court
on Tuesday while arguing
for his bail. 

The former Attorney-Gen-
eral appeared on behalf of
Mr. Aryan Khan, son of actor
Shah Rukh Khan, before a
single judge Bench of Justice
Nitin Sambre. Mr. Rohatgi
said Mr. Khan was not direct-
ly involved in the case in
which six grams of charas
was recovered from his
friend Arbaaz Merchant,
who was accompanying him
to the cruise ship.

“There is no conscious
possession. There has been
no recovery from him [Mr.
Khan] and no medical exam-
ination has been conducted

to show any consumption,”
the lawyer said. Referring to
the WhatsApp chats relied
upon by the Narcotics Con-
trol Bureau (NCB) against
Mr. Aryan Khan, Mr. Rohatgi
said these were of 2018 and
had “nothing to do with this
saga”.

Opposing Mr. Khan’s bail,
the NCB said, “Khan is an in-
fluential person and is likely
to tamper with evidence or
flee justice if released on

bail. During the investigation,
some international linkages
of Khan have been unearthed
which prima facie indicate il-
licit drug procurement.”

The NCB said Mr. Khan had
procured contraband from
Mr. Merchant. The two had
been in close collaboration to
procure drugs.

Senior advocate Amit De-
sai, representing Mr. Mer-
chant, will make his argu-
ments on Wednesday.

Aryan seeks bail, says no
drugs seized from him
NCB says he may flee justice if his application is granted

Special Correspondent

Mumbai

Legal battle: Senior advocate Mukul Rohatgi representing
Aryan Khan at the Bombay High Court on Tuesday. * PTI

Continuing his series of alle-
gations against Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB)’s Zo-
nal Director Sameer Wank-
hede, Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) leader and State
Minister Nawab Malik on
Tuesday released a letter
which he claimed he re-
ceived from an unnamed
NCB official which listed a
total of 26 cases where rules
were violated by the NCB
team. 

Mr. Malik also alleged that
Mr. Wankhede was illegally
intercepting mobile phone
conversations through two
private individuals in Mum-
bai and Thane.

In a letter, which the Mi-
nister has sent to the Direc-
tor-General, NCB, for furth-
er action, serious
allegations have been made
against Rakesh Asthana,
former chief of the NCB and
present Delhi Police Com-
missioner. “Rakesh Asthana
directed Sameer Wankhede

and K.P.S. Malhotra to
frame Bollywood artists
through any means neces-
sary,” the letter reads, ad-
ding that extortion money
of crores were demanded
and even Mr. Asthana was
given the share. 

At a press conference, Mr.
Malik said he was not
against the agency, but an
individual who was doing a
fraud. The Minister added
that call records of his
daughter Nilofer had been
sought by Mr. Wankhede.
“Those who are doing this
will be brought in front of
you soon,” he said. 

The letter has named an
advocate Ayaz Khan as a
friend of Mr. Wankhede, so-
meone who can enter the
NCB office any time and al-
legedly collected money
from celebrities. 

Mr. Wankhede termed
the letter and the allegations
a joke and a lie. “He can do
whatever he wants. The
content of the letter is
wrong,” he said. 

Letter reveals extortion
by Wankhede: Minister
Bollywood artists targeted, it says
Alok Deshpande

Mumbai

110 special trains 
to clear festival rush
NEW DELHI

The Railways on Wednesday
said it was running 110 trains,
in addition to increasing the
number of coaches in regular
trains, to clear extra rush of
passengers during this
festival season. “For the
convenience of travellers and
to clear extra rush during this
festive season, the Railways
is running 668 trips of 110
special trains from Durga
Puja till Chhath Puja this year.
Also, augmentation of
coaches in regular trains is
being done to ensure berth
availability,” a statement said.

IN BRIEF

NHRC notice to Centre 
over death of patient
NEW DELHI

The National Human Rights
Commission said that it had
issued a show-cause notice to
the Union Labour and
Employment Secretary in the
case of a COVID-19 patient
who “died due to medical
negligence” at an Employees’
State Insurance (ESI) hospital
in Delhi. The NHRC said the
complainant alleged that his
father was seriously ill and
was suspected to be suffering
from COVID-19 when the ESI
Hospital in Jhilmil, kept
referring him from one
hospital to another, without
treating him.

Kyrgyz Republic security
official calls on Doval
NEW DELHI

Secretary of Kyrgyz Republic
Security Council Lt. Gen.
Marat Imankulov met
National Security Adviser Ajit
Doval on Tuesday in Delhi.
“The two sides held
discussions on threats and
challenges facing both
countries as well as the
regional security
environment, with special
reference to Afghanistan,”
said a source. Mr. Imankulov’s
visit is significant as it took
place a day ahead of the
Tehran meeting on
Afghanistan where Kyrgyz
Republic is expected to
participate alongside other
Central Asian countries.

2 held for hurling bombs
at Bengal MLA’s house
NEW DELHI

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has arrested
two persons for allegedly
hurling bombs on the
premises of Pawan Kumar
Singh, the MLA from
Bhatpara in West Bengal. On
Tuesday, the agency
conducted searches and
arrested Rahul Kumar and
Badal Kumar Basfore, both
residents of Bhatpura. Earlier,
the local police had arrested
two accused in the case on
September 8. The incident
took place in the early hours
of September 8 when three
crude bombs were hurled.

Entries are now open for the
BLoC Boardroom Challenge
2021, a unique case chal-
lenge for B-schoolers and
engineering students, now
in its fifth year. 

The Challenge will be
across three levels: a preli-
minary round which will be
online, semi-finals across
nine cities, and a grand fi-
nale. The shortlisted teams
in each city will have to
solve a business problem
that they will receive one
week before the semi-finals.
The teams will present their
strategies city-wise to a jury. 

The winning teams from
each of the nine cities will
compete in the Grand Fi-
nale. The winning team
which bags the coveted title
of CXOs of the year will win
a prize money of ₹1 lakh at
the finale, the first runner-
up ₹75,000, and the second
runner-up ₹50,000.

For the preliminary quali-
fying round, students will
need to take an online test
on www.blboardroomchal-
lenge.in. Registrations for
the first round are open till
October 29. 

The first three
editions of the
Challenge saw the
semi-finals being
staged in B-schools
across eight cities
around the coun-

try, with the grand finale in
Chennai. The fourth edition
in 2020 was held across
nine cities and 800 teams
across all the top B-schools
in the preliminary test parti-
cipated. Like the previous
year, keeping in mind the sa-
fety of the students and oth-
ers, it is being held online. 

The 2021 edition is spon-
sored by Aditya Birla Sun
Life Mutual Fund and po-
wered by Hindustan Coca-
Cola Beverages Pvt Ltd
while Punjab National Bank
is an associate sponsor. The

knowledge partners
are Brand Vectors
and Potential Gene-
sis. Regular updates
will be on
www.bloncampus-
.com.

Entries open for BLoC
Boardroom challenge 
Contest tests business strategy acumen

Staff Reporter

CHENNAI

Days after Chief Justice of In-
dia (CJI) N.V. Ramana said
judicial infrastructure was
the key to improving access
to justice, Law Minister Ki-
ren Rijiju on Tuesday said
the issue would be taken up
at a conference of State Law
Ministers in November. 

“Judicial infrastructure is
one of the agenda items for
the meeting ... It is my res-
ponsibility to take the State
Governments on board,” Mr.
Rijiju told The Hindu. 

Development of physical
infrastructure of the High
Courts and the lower courts

primarily comes under the
domain of the State Govern-
ments. 

The Chief Justice, in the
presence of the Union Law
Minister, had said judicial in-
frastructure was often an af-
terthought and was done in

an ad hoc manner. 
“We are faced with cer-

tain hard facts like several
courts do not have proper
facilities. Judicial infrastruc-
ture is important for improv-
ing access to justice,” Justice
Ramana had said.

Law Ministry sources, ho-
wever, said the State Law Mi-
nisters’ conference was
planned even before the CJI
made the remarks on judi-
cial infrastructure.

The sources said the Un-
ion Cabinet in July had given
a five-year extension to a
Centrally sponsored scheme
(CSS) for developing infras-
tructure for the judiciary.

Rijiju to discuss judicial
facilities with State Ministers 
CJI N.V. Ramana recently flagged poor condition of courts 

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Kiren Rijiju 

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation has arrested a serv-
ing and two retired Navy of-
ficers in Mumbai for
unauthorised sharing of
classified information re-
garding an ongoing subma-
rine refit and upgrade, an of-
ficial source said on
Tuesday.

“Investigation related to
alleged information leak of
administrative and commer-
cial nature being with some

unauthorised personnel has
come to light and is being in-
vestigated by appropriate
government agency,” the Na-
vy said in a statement.

The information shared
was administrative and com-
mercial in nature on the pro-
ject and nothing operation-
al, a Navy source said. The
serving officer arrested is a
Commander, equivalent to a
Lieutenant-Colonel in the
Army, it has been learnt.

A month ago, the Navy
has also ordered an internal

inquiry, headed by a three-
star Admiral.

The matter came to light
as one of the retired officers
was under the CBI scanner
and his arrest led to the de-
tention of the other two, it
has been learnt.

A CBI source said five per-
sons were arrested, and two
of them were private per-
sons. Searches were carried
out at 19 locations in Delhi,
Mumbai, Noida, Hyderabad
and other places, the source
added.

CBI arrests naval officers
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI



There is a lack of “clarity and
cohesion” among several
State-level leaders on policy
issues, Congress president
Sonia Gandhi on Tuesday
said in an address to State
unit chiefs and general se-
cretaries in-charge, adding
that communication from
the party’s headquarters of-
ten did not percolate down
to the grassroots cadre. 

She said the party must
ideologically fight the “dia-
bolical campaign of the BJP/
RSS” and expose the BJP go-
vernment’s lies. She com-
plained that this was not
happening.” 

“The AICC releases im-
portant and detailed state-
ments almost every day on
issues facing the nation. But
it is my experience that they
do not percolate down to our
grassroots cadre at the block
and district levels,” she said. 

Training programmes for

the workers were an abso-
lute necessity, Ms. Gandhi
noted, calling it a priority.
She added, “The fight to de-
fend our democracy, our
Constitution and the Con-
gress party’s ideology begins
with being fully prepared to
identify and counter false
propaganda.” 

With voices of dissent
growing stronger within the
party, especially after a
group of leaders — widely
known as the G-23 — ques-

tioned the Gandhi family’s
leadership demanding re-
forms, Ms. Gandhi empha-
sised the need to override
personal ambitions.

Addressing G-23 
“What should matter to each
and every one of us is the
strengthening of the organi-
sation. This must override
personal ambitions,” Ms.
Gandhi observed. 

In the run-up to internal
elections, there will be a na-

tion-wide Congress member-
ship enrolment programme
from November 1 to March
31, 2022.

Briefing reporters later,
general secretary, communi-
cations, Randeep Surjewala
said the core idea was to
bring out the fact that the
Congress was the only vehi-
cle to fight the “designed at-
tack on the lives and liveli-
hoods of these sections by
the policies of the Modi go-
vernment”.

Lack of clarity, cohesion among
State leaders in Congress: Sonia
Cong. president says ideas are not percolating down to grassroot levels of party

Sobhana K Nair

NEW DELHI

Consolidation act: Sonia Gandhi presiding over a meeting of
AICC general secretaries, in New Delhi, on Tuesday. * PTI
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Syed Akbaruddin was In-
dia’s Permanent Representa-
tive to the UN when India
scored an unprecedented di-
plomatic victory in 2017 by
defeating the U.K. for a seat
on the International Court
of Justice. India’s Dalveer
Bhandari was elected a
judge of the ICJ. Mr. Akba-
ruddin’s recent book ‘India
vs UK: The Story of an Un-
precedented Diplomatic
Win’ is an account of the
contest in which all five per-
manent members of the
UNSC united against India.
Excerpts from the interview
with Mr. Akbaruddin, who is
currently Dean, Kautilya
School of Public Policy,
Hyderabad.

You say in the book that we
were not very sure about
contesting this election at all.
What doubts did your
colleagues have about
contesting? 
■ So yes, it took us a long

time to decide whether we
should contest or not. In
fact, I would suggest that it
took us almost 15 months or
so. And that was because
never before in our own his-
tory, when a judge was elect-
ed for shorter than full term
did India contest again. So
that was one factor. The oth-
er factor was we were con-
testing many other elections
at the same time, and the
general feeling in India was
that the ICJ is a distant body.
It has no direct implications
for India’s national interest.
Things changed after India
decided to take Kulbhushan
Jadhav case to the ICJ.

So even after the decision to
go in for the contest was
taken, the people who would
still have doubts include the
Union Minister according to
your account?
■ It’s normal again for peo-
ple to have different views
and there was a very senior
Union Minister who actually
reprimanded me.

You begin to approach other
countries for support, and it
turns out that all the
permanent members of the
UNSC are supporting one
among them, the U.K.?
■ Yes. So two things we were
confronted with many coun-
tries all said, ‘Look, we may
have made commitments al-
ready, because you’ve come
in very late’. So our argu-

ment to that was, ‘look, we
are not asking for one, you
have five votes, give us one.’ 

That is very instructive of
how the world order
functions ... how will the
existing superpowers be
thinking about India’s role in
the world and India’s
ambitions to have a bigger,
larger role?
■ It’s true that some among
the P-5 felt we were disrup-
tors, we were disrupting the
established order. And some
were actively opposed to us.
However, there were some
who were also tacit in their
support, but they were not
forthcoming because of their
commitments to what they
saw as a bigger cause. That is
the unity of the global order-
.So what does it teach us? It
teaches us, ‘Let’s not put all
eggs in one basket.’ The big,
and the great, are important,
but so are the not so great,
and the not so big, because
they form the base of our
global support.

INTERVIEW | SYED AKBARUDDIN

‘Count on the not so big powers’
India should not put all eggs in one basket, says former United Nations envoy 

Varghese K. George

<> Let’s not forget our
very many friends
who are neither big
nor great, but they
are our friends. And
their support will be
key.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Tuesday
said under previous govern-
ments, Opposition parties
would compete with each
other on who will hold more
Iftar parties while curfews
would be imposed during
Hindu festivals.

“Earlier, they would com-
pete with each other on
who will hold more Iftar
parties. Who would organ-
ise government pro-
grammes. But they don’t
happen any more. If our sta-
tus is secular, it will be equal
for everyone,” Mr. Aditya-
nath said. 

Addressing representa-
tives of the Lodh OBC caste,

as part of the BJP’s outreach
towards backward castes
through samajik pratinidhi
sammelans, Mr. Adityanath
claimed that earlier curfew
would be imposed during
Hindu festivals like Deepa-
vali, Ramnavami, Durga Pu-
ja, and Holi, raising commu-
nal temperatures in the
run-up to Assembly polls in
2022.

“Would not allow to cele-
brate festivals…they would
imprison faith,” Mr. Aditya-
nath alleged, adding that
such things no longer hap-
pened under the BJP go-
vernment. 

Deepavali would be cele-
brated in a similar manner
as COVID-19 was almost fin-
ished, he added. 

Adityanath alleges
appeasement politics
‘Curfews imposed for Hindu events’
special correspondent

LUCKNOW

The J&K police on Tuesday
lodged two First Information
Reports (FIRs) under the Un-
lawful Activities Prevention
Act (UAPA) a day after multi-
ple videos allegedly showed
students of two medical col-
leges in Srinagar celebrating
the Pakistan cricket team’s
victory over India in the T20
World Cup on Sunday.

“Two FIRs have been
lodged and investigations
are on,” a senior police offic-
er told The Hindu.

Multiple videos, including
those of medical students,
went viral on social media on
Sunday night, immediately
after the Pakistan team won
the match in Dubai. In a few
videos, students were seen
cheering and raising slogans.

The cases have been filed

under Section 13 of the UAPA
and Sections 105-A and 505
of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC). No arrests were made
till late in the evening in the
cases as the police were
checking the veracity of the
videos, officials said.

Official sources said the

FIRs mentioned that “the
students pursuing MBBS and
other degrees raised slogans
and burst firecrackers” and
“were crying and dancing”.

Several medical students
termed the police action
“harsh” and “unprecedent-
ed”. “Students have been

cheering for all the players,
irrespective of their teams,
who played well during the
India-Pakistan clash. It’s a
sport and people entertain
themselves by cheering for
their favourites,” one medi-
cal student told The Hindu.

Former Chief Minister and
Peoples Democratic Party
president Mehbooba Mufti
warned that such steps will
“alienate them further”.

“Instead of trying to ascer-
tain why educated youth
choose to identify with Pa-
kistan, the Government of
India is resorting to vindic-
tive actions,” she said.

Peoples Conference chief
Sajad Lone said punitive ac-
tions won’t help. CPI(M) se-
cretary Ghulam Nabi Malik
also termed the FIRs against
students “unwarranted and
unnecessary”.

This follows videos showing them celebrating Pakistan’s victory in cricket match

Peerzada Ashiq

Srinagar 

Hasty measures: Several medical students termed the police
action ‘harsh’ and ‘unprecedented’. * AP

Srinagar students booked under UAPA

Five officials of the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI), including a senior
Public Prosecutor, have
been compulsorily retired
by the government under
clause 56( j) of the Funda-
mental Rules. 

“One of them is an Addi-
tional Superintendent of
Police and three are Depu-
ty Superintendents of Pol-
ice,” said an official. The
exact nature of the charges
is not clear. The clause
56( j) extends absolute
right to the government to
retire any government ser-
vant, fulfilling the criteria
of age and service, in pu-
blic interest by giving not-
ice of not less than three
months or three months’
pay in lieu of such a notice.

5 CBI officials
compulsorily
retired 
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday reserved its judg-
ment in a batch of petitions
seeking firm guidelines
and basis for granting re-
servation in promotions
for Scheduled Caste/Sche-
duled Tribe candidates in
Government jobs.

A Bench led by Justice L.
Nageswara Rao heard At-
torney General K.K. Venu-
gopal submit that 75 years
of Independence had not
been able to bring mem-
bers of the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes on a par with the
forward classes of society.
Mr. Venugopal reiterated
that it was still tough for a
member of the SC/ST to get
‘Group A’ category jobs.

Previous hearing
In the previous hearing,
the Bench itself had re-
ferred to records filed be-
fore it to note that there
was low representation of
SC/ST category in Group A
jobs.

Instead of improving the
situation in the Group A
ranks, the court had said,
efforts were on to ensure
adequate representation in
Groups B and C.

Mr. Venugopal agreed
that it was a “fact of life”.

SC holds order
on quota in
promotions
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

There is absolutely no space
for democratic and political
activity for the Opposition
in Tripura, Trinamool Con-
gress leader Sushmita Dev
said at a press conference
here on Tuesday. 

A party delegation will
meet President Ram Nath
Kovind soon on the violence
against the party workers in
the State.

Ms. Dev, who was sworn
in as a Rajya Sabha member
on Tuesday, said the Tripu-
ra police had been dragging
their feet on investigating or
making any arrests in last
Friday’s incident when she
and other party workers
were attacked. 

“The police may not be
able to prevent a violent at-
tack, but even after we pro-
vided them the evidence, in-
cluding videos and
photographers, there have
been no arrests in any of the
incidents of violence against
us,” Ms. Dev said.

Answering questions on
the party’s expansion plans
and efforts to elbow out the
Congress from the lead Op-
position role, another Rajya
Sabha member Sukhendu
Sekhar Ray said, “We waited
for six months for the Con-
gress and the others to de-
cide the Opposition road
map to take on the BJP but
we didn’t hear from them,
so we decided to go ahead
with our expansion plans.” 

‘Opposition unable to
act freely in Tripura’
Sushmita laments about state of affairs
Special Correspondent 

New Delhi

Rahul asks Congress
leaders to stay united
NEW DELHI

Amid bitter factionalism and a
leadership power tussle in
Congress-ruled States of
Punjab, Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh, Rahul Gandhi on
Tuesday tweeted a message
for his colleagues. “True
Congress persons can never be
each other’s weakness but a
source of strength.
#StayUnited,” he wrote.

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

The Appointments Committee of the Cabi-
net on Tuesday abolished the post of CEO,
Development of Museums and Cultural
Spaces, and accepted the resignation of
retired IAS officer Raghvendra Singh from
the post. 

The Government had created the post
in 2019 by upgrading the post of the Direc-
tor of the National Museum and Mr. Singh,
who had retired as Culture Secretary, was
appointed for a three-year term till Sep-
tember 2022. 

In its order on Tuesday, the ACC accept-
ed Mr. Singh’s resignation with effect from
October 8 and abolished the CEO post. 

Culture Ministry Additional Secretary
Partha Sarthi Sensharma was given addi-
tional charge of the post of DG, National
Museum, and Joint Secretary Lily Pandeya
was given additional charge of the post of
Nehru Memorial Museum and Library di-
rector with effect from October 13 and Oc-
tober 12 respectively.

Govt. abolishes post 
of CEO for museum
development 

Special Correspondent 

NEW DELHI
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(set by Karaoke)

Display keystrokes of genius.
Type your answers in our online grids:

@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn

■ ACROSS
1 Fancy setters consume a drink (7)

5 Important holy book contains verse about origin of life (7)

9 Reportedly snaps flowers (5)

10 Up-and-coming Prince played morsing with essential skill (9)

11 End discussion of a bill — look into the wrongdoing and penalise

without initial fears (10)

12 Humorous scene without money, without comedian finally (4)

14 Grafts to coaches without initial inhibitions at workshops (11)

18 It gives a facelift when plain story is cooked up with some heroine

(11)

21 Deadly weapon uncovered in exchange of 500 to 1000 (4)

22 Recurring advantage with initial expenses in lease withdrawal

(10)

25 Loss of self-respect when sailor lost initial right-of-way (9)

26 Enclosures for animals of landowners have no guard in the end (5)

27 Die out or regularly seek support (7)

28 Troublemakers’ chain loses power (7)

■ DOWN

1 Criticise one politician’s note about union government (6)

2 Drug? No, not relating to the North (6)

3 Quarantine about nuclear radiation (10)

4 Maybe Indian in Bangladesh is old loyalist, boycotting riot (5)

5 Poor signs flawed prediction (9)

6 Unproductive blood vessel, it is said (4)

7 Ruler follows weak philosophy (8)

8 Most insubstantial cock-and-bull story narrated at trial (8)

13 Childhood companion’s drama casts elf and owl (10)

15 Eels learn swimming like everything as it should be (3,6)

16 There is no escape from it with the introduction of carbon in

historic period (4,4)

17 Naughty Malik is cuddled by mid field hand (8)

19 They always come together before Big C (6)

20 Irregular siestas? Stop taking drug, it stops flow of blood (6)

23 Season not beginning, lay to rest (5)

24 It’s a sign of grief, RIP! (4)

SCAN TO PLAY

+ 13387
SUDOKU

Solution to puzzle 13386 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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The Mahabharata is the greatest exponent of dharma in
practice. It is not easy to give a synonym for the term dhar-
ma, for in it is subsumed a highly complex subject. The way
of dharma is subtle and hence difficult to understand. The
Itihasa takes care to drive home the point that dharma has
to be upheld for dharma’s sake alone and not for the sake of
enjoyment of desires, pointed out Sri B. Sundarkumar in a
discourse. 

In the Yaksha Prasna section that is placed in the Aranya
Kanda of Vana Parva, interpreters go beyond the questions
and answers to grasp their deeper significance. The first slo-
ka in the Yaksha Prasna has four questions and is followed
by Yudhishtira’s succinct reply to all these. To the first ques-
tion, “Who is it who makes Aditya or the sun to rise?”, the
answer given is that the Vedas help Aditya to rise. Neelakan-
ta in his commentary says that Yudhishtira thinks of the at-
ma or the soul of man when sun is mentioned. So it means
the soul which through the five senses, mind and intellect
gains knowledge of the world. Accordingly, his answer that
the Vedas make the sun to rise means that the atma is able to
realise itself with the help of the Vedas. The esoteric aware-
ness leads the atma to differentiate between nitya and anith-
ya aspects in life. 

The watchword in spiritual practice is that all jivas are
bound by karma and are redeemed with jnana. The empha-
sis on gaining true jnana about the immortal nature of the
soul as distinct from the body has to be internalised. The Gi-
ta echoes this truth about the ultimate value of jnana in free-
ing the jiva from the shackles of samsara. The Lord assures
that just as fire that is kindled turns all fuel to ashes, jnana
can turn to ashes all the effects of karma. 

FAITH

The immortal soul

The Government on Tues-
day released draft norms for
ensuring accessibility for
the differently abled at air-
ports, which include re-
served parking, passenger
lifts for boarding an aircraft,
and aisle chairs on flights
longer than three hours for
in-flight use, among other
measures.

The draft guidelines fol-
low an incident involving
danseuse Sudha Chandran
who complained that she
was often asked to remove
her prosthetic leg during se-
curity checks at airports.
This is despite security
norms being amended four
years ago which require
prosthetics or wheelchairs
to be put through an X-ray
only on sufficient reason or
justification.

The draft released by the
Ministry of Civil Aviation de-
tails various infrastructural
requirements that an air-
port must provide, includ-
ing reserved parking space
for the differently abled
which is connected to the
entrance of the passenger
terminal through an accessi-
ble route and a tactile path,
designated seating spaces,

bigger lifts, ramps and han-
drails with Braille indica-
tors, steps and staircase that
conform to the specifica-
tions laid down.

It says that air travellers
desirous of bringing a ser-
vice dog along will have to
check with the airline
whether they are “agreeable
to have service dogs on
board”. Air India allows
small and inoffensive dom-
estic pets such as dogs, cats
and birds, accompanied by
valid health and rabies vac-
cination certificates, on
domestic flights in the cabin
or in cargo hold.

Airports will also be re-
quired to have toilets for ser-
vice animals accompanying
the differently abled. One
“relief area” can serve two
or more terminals provided
it meets reasonable transit
time. These can be either in-
door or outdoor facilities,
but within the sterile area of
the airport.

The draft follows the
Rights of Person with Dis-
abilities Rules, 2017, under
which the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment
is required to frame harmo-
nised guidelines for accessi-
bility standards for persons
with disabilities.

Draft rules seek to make
airports disabled-friendly
Civil Aviation Ministry issues norms
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday began hearing a
petition filed by Zakia Jafri,
widow of slain Congress
MP Ehsan Jafri, challenging
the Special Investigation
Team’s clean chit to then
Gujarat Chief Minister Na-
rendra Modi in the 2002
post-Godhra riots.

Appearing before a
Bench led by Justice A.M.
Khanwilkar, senior advo-
cate Kapil Sibal, for Ms. Ja-
fri, said her case con-
cerned “larger conspiracy”
involving “bureaucratic in-
action, police complacen-
cy and conspired, directed
unleashing of violence”. 

“This Republic is too
great to look the other
way,” Mr. Sibal said. On Fe-
bruary 8, 2012, the SIT had
filed a closure report giving
clean chit to Mr. Modi, now
the Prime Minister, and 63
others, including senior of-
ficials, saying there was
“no prosecutable evi-
dence” against them. 

On October 5, 2017, the
Gujarat High Court had re-
jected Ms. Jafri’s appeal
against the SIT closure re-
port and the Magistrate or-
der. “People were mas-
sacred due to police
inaction. I am giving you
official evidence. Who will
be answerable for this?”
Mr. Sibal asked.

SC begins
hearing Zakia
Jafri’s plea
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion has notified a traffic
management policy frame-
work for drones, which en-
visages private, third-party
service providers for ensur-
ing safe operations.

Under the framework,
these Unmanned Traffic
Management Service Pro-
viders (UTMSP) will extend
automated, algorithm-dri-
ven software services in-
stead of voice communica-
tion as in the traditional Air
Traffic Management (ATM)
systems. They will primarily
be responsible for segregat-
ing and separating a drone
from other drones and
manned aircraft in the air-
space below 1,000 feet in
the country.

The traffic management
providers will be assisted by
Supplementary Service Pro-
viders (SSPs), who will
maintain data about terrain,
weather, location of
manned aircraft and pro-
vide services such as insu-
rance, data analytics and
drone fleet management.

The drone traffic manage-
ment policy also requires in-
tegration of UTM with ATM
so that flight plans and real-
time location of manned air-
craft can be recorded as well
in order to continuously
separate manned and un-

manned aircraft from each
other.

Law enforcement and se-
curity agencies will also
have access to some infor-
mation in the UTM ecosys-
tem on a need-to-know
basis.

Service fee

The policy also allows
UTMSPs to levy a service fee
on users, a small portion of
which will also be shared
with the Airports Authority
of India.

In order to implement
this policy, the government
is likely to carry out UTM-
based experiments in the
country and then float a re-
quest for proposal for on-
boarding UTMSPs.

Following which an eval-
uation process will be un-
dertaken and successful
participants will be awarded
regions for establishment of
UTM services. 

It will apply to airspace below 1,000 ft.
JAGRITI CHANDRA

NEW DELHI

Data on terrain, weather and 
aircraft location will be used
to guide traffic.

Framework to manage 
drone traffic notified

Rajesh Gokhale set to
be new DBT Secretary
NEW DELHI

The Centre has appointed
Rajesh Gokhale, 54, as
Secretary of Department of
Biotechnology (DBT) on
Tuesday. “It is a big
responsibility and I look
forward to doing my best,”
Dr. Gokhale told The Hindu.
The DBT played a crucial role
during the pandemic,
particularly in the
development of indigenous
vaccines. Mr. Gokhale takes
over from Renu Swarup, who
retires on October 31.

IN BRIEF

Assam links public
benefits to vaccination
GUWAHATI

The Assam Government has
decided to link welfare
schemes to the COVID-19
vaccination status of the
beneficiaries. Anyone not
vaccinated with both doses
will be deprived of the
benefits of all State
government schemes, said
Health Minister Keshab
Mahanta. The Government
has set the goal to vaccinate
3 crore people aged 18 and
above, he added. Assam has
2,535 active cases.

Union Health Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya on Tuesday
said the recently launched
PM Ayushman Bharat Health
Infrastructure Mission, with
an outlay of more than
₹64,000 crore, is aimed at
filling critical gaps in public
health infrastructure, espe-
cially in critical care and
primary care facilities in
both urban and rural areas.

At a press conference, the
Minister pointed out that the
Mission would prepare the
health care sector to deal
with any future outbreaks.

“COVID-19 has provided
us with an opportunity to
boost healthcare facilities,
including laboratories, hos-
pitals and diagnostic facili-
ties at all the levels of health-
care,” said the Minister.

Highlighting some of the
key features of PM Ayush-
man Bharat Health Infras-
tructure Mission, Dr. Manda-
viya said that 134 different
types of tests would be done
for free at the district level,
which will not only do away
expenses but also reduce un-
necessary travel for the
poor. 

He said that for the first
time in Asia, two container-
based hospitals, equipped

with comprehensive medical
facilities, will be stationed in
Chennai and Delhi and kept
at the ready to be swiftly mo-
bilised by rail or air to res-
pond to any calamity or dis-
aster in the country.

Infectious diseases

“Initiatives under the Mis-
sion, including strengthen-
ing of points of entry will
ring-fence our borders
against the import of new in-
fectious diseases and patho-
gens. Health Emergency Op-
eration Centres and the
container-based mobile hos-
pitals shall further build ca-
pacities for effective emer-
gency response during such
times,” he said.

Stating that the pandemic
showed the country the im-
portance of ensuring regular

medical services even dur-
ing a time of crisis, the Minis-
ter said that development of
critical care hospital blocks
in 602 districts as proposed
under the scheme, shall
make the districts self-suffi-
cient, to a large extent, in
providing comprehensive
treatment for infectious dis-
eases without disruption to
other essential health servic-
es. 

It will also augment the
critical care capacities in the
public health facilities.

The Mission is expected to
bring about a paradigm shift
in India’s healthcare infras-
tructure. In order to ensure
better primary healthcare fa-
cilities, 1,50,000 Ayushman
Bharat Health and Wellness
Centres are in line to be set
up, of which around 79,000

are already functioning. In
addition, work has started
on ensuring that every dis-
trict has at least one medical
college with the Government
already sanctioning 157 med-
ical colleges, the Minister
added.

“The Mission aims to pro-
duce robust outcomes in pu-
blic health, leapfrogging In-
dia to one of the most
advanced countries in the
world in terms of manage-
ment of public health out-
breaks,” said the Minister.

He added that the compo-
nents, such as setting up of
the National Platform for
One Health, setting up a Divi-
sion for Research on Disease
Elimination Sciences and
Health as a satellite centre of
National Aids Research Insti-
tute, setting up of the Re-
gional National Institutes of
Virology, strengthening of
existing national research in-
stitutions, the National
Centre for Disease Control
(NCDC) and existing labora-
tory infrastructure, upgrade
of labs and creation of addi-
tional BSL-3 facilities under
the Indian Council of Medi-
cal Research and the NCDC,
will further strengthen the
country’s capacity to detect
and diagnose new
infections.

Centre plans 2 mobile hospitals
Container-based facilities can be sent by rail or air to any part of country

Health drive: Mobile medical services have proved useful
during emergencies and in rural areas. * FILE PHOTO

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The World Health Organi-
sation’s technical advisory
group on Tuesday sought
“additional clarifications”
from Bharat Biotech for its
COVID-19 vaccine Covaxin
to conduct a final “risk-be-
nefit assessment” for
Emergency Use Listing of
the vaccine.

The technical advisory
group will now meet on
November 3 for a final
assessment.

Hyderabad-based Bha-
rat Biotech had submitted
an EOI (Expression of In-
terest) to the WHO on April
19 for Emergency Use List-
ing (EUL) of Covaxin.

The technical advisory
group met on Tuesday to
review data. 

“The TAG met today and
decided that additional
clarifications from the ma-
nufacturer are needed to
conduct a final EUL risk-
benefit assessment for glo-
bal use of the vaccine,” the
WHO said. “The TAG ex-
pects these clarifications
from the manufacturer by
the end of this week, and
aims to reconvene for the
final risk-benefit assess-
ment on Wednesday, 3
November.”

Covaxin nod:
WHO seeks
more data 
Press Trust of India

United Nations/ Geneva

Road to work: Migrant workers from Madhya Pradesh on way for work to Uttar Pradesh waiting for a transport at Kashmere
Gate in New Delhi on Tuesday. * SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA 
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Waiting for a chance

Soon, children up to four
years old riding pillion on a
bike will be mandatorily re-
quired to wear a harness.

The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
on Monday notified draft
rules governing safety of
children between nine
months and four years old,
which also require the
speed of motorcycles car-
rying them to not exceed
40 kmph and the children
to wear helmets. 

The harness will be used
for attaching the child to
the driver. The child will
wear the vest of the safety
harness, while the adult
riding the bike will wear
the attached shoulder
loops. 

The draft rules also lay
down specifications for
such harnesses, which re-
quire them to be designed
to hold up to 30 kg. The go-
vernment has invited sta-
keholders’ comments for a
period of 30 days before
the rules are finalised.

Young riders
to wear safety
harnesses
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

By tying up with the Samaj-
wadi Party, Om Prakash
Rajbhar-led Suheldev Bhara-
tiya Samaj Party seems to
have distanced itself from
the AIMIM of Asaduddin
Owaisi.

The AIMIM was part of
the Bhagidari Sankalp Mor-
cha — a loose alliance of sev-

eral smaller outfits, mainly
OBC-based — led by Mr.
Rajbhar. The parties had
aimed to mutually benefit
each other and hoped to
bring one of the larger non-
BJP parties to the table for
negotiation ahead of the
2022 Uttar Pradesh Assemb-
ly election.

However, with Mr. Rajb-
har set to put up a show of

strength in Mau on October
27 when he is also expected
to formalise an alliance with
the Samajwadi Party in the
presence of its president Ak-
hilesh Yadav, who is the
chief guest at the event, the
SBSP and the AIMIM seem to
have drifted apart.

Mr. Owaisi will not be at
the rally — Vanchit, Pichda,
Dalit, Alpsankhyak Bhagid-

hari Mahapanchayat — in
Mau on the SBSP’s 19th foun-
dation day. Mr. Rajbhar had
last week said his partners in
the Morcha would be pre-
sent at the rally. 

AIMIM Uttar Pradesh pre-
sident Shaukat Ali on Tues-
day said Mr. Rajbhar did not
inform the party about his
programme nor sent an invi-
tation to Mr. Owaisi. 

Rajbhar’s party seems to be dumping AIMIM 
It is eyeing on ties with SP; Owaisi’s party was part of Bhagidari Sankalp Morcha 
Omar Rashid 

LUCKNOW

Safety first: Children often
fall asleep on rides.
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Most adults who are not U.S.
citizens or permanent resi-
dents and want to fly into
the country on or after No-
vember 8 will have to be ful-
ly vaccinated against CO-
VID-19, in addition to
showing a negative test, as
per a new Presidential Pro-
clamation signed by Joe Bi-
den on Monday. 

The rules have been ex-
pected for weeks and will
harmonise disparate, coun-
try-specific rules. For some
jurisdictions and countries,
including India, Brazil, Ire-
land, the Schengen Area,
South Africa and the U.K.,
where entry into the U.S. has
been the exception to the
rule, it will mean a signifi-
cant easing of restrictions. 

“For purposes of entry in-
to the United States, vac-
cines will be accepted that
include the FDA approved or
authorised and WHO Emer-
gency Use Listed (EUL) vac-
cines,” a senior administra-
tion official told reporters on
a briefing call on Monday.
Covishield — a version of the
Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine
manufactured in India — is
on the WHO list, while the
world health body is nearing
a decision on whether Bha-

rat Biotech’s Covaxin, anoth-
er Indian vaccine, will be
granted EUL status. 

Children under 18 are ex-
empt from the vaccine entry
requirement as many coun-
tries have not permitted
children to get vaccines on
the CDC list. Unvaccinated
U.S. citizens and permanent
residents (‘green card’ hol-
ders) will be required to
show a negative test within a
day of departure of their
flights to the U.S.

Those who are not U.S. ci-
tizens or permanent resi-
dents will be exempt from
showing proof of vaccina-
tion only in a limited set of
circumstances (these ex-
empt individuals will also
have to show a negative test

taken one day prior to tra-
vel). 

Those applying for immi-
grant visas are already re-
quired to get vaccinated
against COVID-19, as per a
separate set of rules that be-
came effective on October 1,
so Monday’s announcement
applies only to those who
are not U.S. citizens and per-
manent citizens as well as
non-immigrants .

Exemptions for foreign
nationals include people tra-
velling from countries
where there is limited vac-
cine availability (defined as
less having vaccine rates of
less than 10%) — unless they
are on a B1 or B2 visa — and
for those for whom taking a
vaccine is contraindicated,
including due to severe ana-
phylactic reactions to a pre-
vious COVID-19 vaccine. 

Those who are vaccinated
will still need to provide a
negative COVID-19 test in ad-
dition to vaccination proof,
but have a larger window of
three days (rather than one
day) days before their flight
to get the test done. 

The administration also
issued operational guidance
for airlines and testing and
contacting tracing via the
CDC on Monday, as per a se-
nior administration official.

Foreign nationals flying to
U.S. need to be vaccinated
Govt. also issues operational guidance for airlines

Sriram Lakshman

Washington

Those aged below 18 are
exempt from the vaccine
entry requirement. 

China’s Foreign Minister
Wang Yi has pledged support
and assistance to the Taliban
in a meeting in Doha.

Coming three months af-
ter Mr. Wang hosted the Tali-
ban in Tianjin, near Beijing,
in late July, the Chinese Fo-
reign Minister on Monday
met Acting Deputy Prime Mi-
nister Mullah Abdul Ghani
Baradar, who assured Beijing
that “a friendly policy to-
wards China” was “a firm
choice” by the Taliban.

Mr. Wang “expressed Chi-
na’s willingness to continue
to provide humanitarian aid
to Afghanistan within its ca-
pacity and work with the in-
ternational community to
help Afghanistan alleviate
temporary difficulties and
realise economic recon-
struction as well as indepen-
dent development”, the Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry said.
Mr. Wang last month an-
nounced China would “ur-
gently provide 200 million
yuan ($30.96 million) worth
of grains, winter supplies,
vaccines, and medicines to
Afghanistan” as well as 3 mil-
lion vaccines.

In their second meeting,
Mr. Wang repeated to the Ta-

liban leader China’s expecta-
tions that the Taliban “will
make a clean break with the
East Turkestan Islamic
Movement [ETIM] and other
terrorist organisations and
take effective measures to re-
solutely crack down on
them”.

Security threat 
The ETIM, which China has
blamed for several attacks in
its western Xinjiang region,
“not only poses a real threat
to China’s national security
and territorial integrity, but
also jeopardises the domes-
tic stability and long-term
stability in Afghanistan”, he
said.

He also called on the Tali-
ban to “further demonstrate
openness and tolerance, un-

ite all ethnic groups and fac-
tions in Afghanistan to work
together for peaceful recon-
struction, and effectively
protect the rights and inter-
ests of women and
children”.

In a veiled dig at the U.S.,
which China has criticised
for its “hasty” withdrawal as
well as its legacy in Afghanis-
tan, Mr. Wang said China
“has never interfered in the
internal affairs of Afghanis-
tan and never sought selfish
gains or a sphere of in-
fluence”. He called on the
U.S. and the West to lift sanc-
tions, and said the country
faced “a historic opportuni-
ty” to “master its own desti-
ny” and was “at a critical
stage of transforming from
chaos to governance”.

The Chinese Foreign Mi-
nister identified “quadruple
challenges”, including “the
humanitarian crisis, eco-
nomic chaos, terrorist
threats and governance diffi-
culties”, and added China
“always respects Afghanis-
tan’s sovereignty, indepen-
dence and territorial integri-
ty, and supports the Afghan
people to independently de-
termine their own destiny
and choose the development
path”.

The Taliban leader said
that “pursuing a friendly pol-
icy toward China is the firm
choice” and committed to at-
taching “great importance to
China’s security concerns”
and “to never allow anyone
or any force to use the Af-
ghan territory to harm Chi-
na. The Taliban have already
expressed interest in Chi-
nese investments and in the
Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), including extending
the China Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor to Afghanistan.

Reports in the Chinese
media have said Chinese
companies are, however,
still following a wait and
watch approach and for the
situation to stabilise before
committing new invest-
ments. 

China’s Foreign Minister meets
Taliban in Doha, offers support
Taliban say a friendly policy towards China is a firm choice by their regime

Ananth Krishnan

Hong Kong 

Building ties: Foreign Minister Wang Yi, right, with Taliban
leader Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, in this file photo. * REUTERS

China’s Premier Li Keqiang
on Tuesday called for an
expedition in negotiations
with ASEAN countries on a
code of conduct frame-
work for the South China
Sea, according to the offi-
cial Xinhua agency.

China hopes the two
sides can expand practical
maritime cooperation, ex-
pedite COC negotiations,
and strive for its early con-
clusion to make the South
China Sea a sea of peace-
,friendship and collabora-
tion, Xinhua quoted Mr. Li
as saying at the 24th
ASEAN-China Summit.

“Next year is the 20th
anniversary of the signing
of the Declaration on the
Conduct of Parties in the
South China Sea (DOC).
China wishes to work with
ASEAN countries to mark
the occasion with com-
memorative activities,” he
said.

China, which has for
years been locked in mari-
time disputes with other
coastal states in the South
China Sea, has in recent
years boosted its presence
and held exercises in dis-
puted parts of the strategic
waterway.

The COC has been a stat-
ed goal of ASEAN and Chi-
na for nearly two decades.

Expedite talks
on South China
Sea: Beijing
Reuters

Beijing

Iranian authorities on Tues-
day blamed a mysterious
cyberattack for unprece-
dented disruption to the
country’s fuel distribution
network.

Iran is a major oil produc-
er and the country’s moto-
rists, used to cheap petrol,
were surprised to see filling
stations inexplicably closing
one after the other and
queues growing longer.

“The Supreme National
Security Council confirmed
that there has been a cyber-
attack against the petrol dis-
tribution computer system,”
state television said. It had
earlier reported that the in-
terruption was due to “dis-
ruptions to the computer
system”.

“Details of the attack and
its source are under investi-
gation,” state TV added,
without giving further
details.

The conservative Fars
news agency linked the
breakdown to opponents
ahead of the second anni-
versary of deadly protests
sparked by a hike in petrol
prices.

Tuesday’s disruption had
an unprecedented impact
because it blocked the IT
system that allows Iranians
to fill their tanks for free or
at subsidised prices with a
digital card issued by auth-
orities. 

In Tehran, technicians
from the Oil Ministry took IT
systems offline in a number
of petrol stations to distri-
bute fuel manually.

Iran blames cyberattack
as fuel supply affected
Source of attack under investigation
Agence france-presse

tehran

Sudan’s top General Abdel
Fattah al-Burhan defended
the Army’s seizure of power
on Tuesday, saying he had
ousted the Government of
Prime Minister Abdalla Ham-
dok to avoid civil war.

Speaking at his first news
conference since he an-
nounced the takeover on
Monday, Gen. Burhan ac-
cused politicians of incite-
ment against the armed forc-
es. He said Mr. Hamdok was
confined in his own home
and had not been harmed.

Soldiers arrested the
Prime Minister and other
members of his Cabinet on
Monday, hours before Gen.
Burhan appeared on TV to
announce the dissolution of
the Sovereign Council, a bo-
dy set up to share power bet-
ween the military and
civilians.

“The whole country was
deadlocked due to political
rivalries,” Gen. Burhan said
on Tuesday. “The expe-
rience during the past two
years has proven that the
participation of political

forces in the transitional pe-
riod is flawed and stirs up
strife.”

Monday’s military takeov-
er brought a halt to Sudan’s
transition to democracy two
years after a popular upris-
ing toppled long-serving au-
tocrat Omar al-Bashir.

Seven killed
An official at the Health Mi-
nistry said seven people
were killed in clashes bet-
ween protesters and the se-
curity forces on Monday. On
Tuesday, life was halted in
Khartoum and its twin city
Omdurman across the Nile,
with shops shut and plumes

of smoke rising from where
protesters were burning
tyres.

Gen. Burhan said the mili-
tary’s action did not amount
to a coup, as the Army was
trying to rectify the path of
the political transition.

Shortly after Gen. Burhan
spoke, Mr. Hamdok’s office
issued a statement, voicing
concerns about the safety of
the premier and other de-
tained officials. It did not say
where the politician was be-
ing held.

The statement accused
the military leaders of acting
in concert with Islamists,
who have argued for a mili-

tary government, and other
politicians linked to al-Bash-
ir’s National Congress Party,
which was dissolved in 2019.

Western countries and the
UN have condemned the
coup and called for the re-
lease of Mr. Hamdok and
other senior officials. U.S.
President Joe Biden’s admi-
nistration announced the
suspension of $700 million
in emergency assistance to
Sudan.

Mariam al-Mahdi, the Fo-
reign Minister in the govern-
ment that the military dis-
solved, was defiant on
Tuesday, declaring that she
and other members of Mr.
Hamdok’s administration re-
mained the legitimate auth-
ority in Sudan.

“We are still in our posi-
tions. We reject such coup
and such unconstitutional
measures,” she said. “We
will continue our peaceful
disobedience and
resistance.”

The country and the
world are now braced to see
if more violence will unfold
in the nation, which saw a
bloody crackdown on pro-
democracy protests in 2019. 

Sudan General defends power grab
Burhan says Army ousted the govt. to avoid civil war; PM detained at his home 

In turmoil: A boy draped in the national flag standing by
burning tyres during a protest in Khartoum on Tuesday. * AFP

Reuters

Associated Press 

KHARTOUM

U.S. President Joe Biden on
Tuesday denounced the mil-
itary coup and “horrific vio-
lence” in Myanmar at a sum-
mit with ASEAN leaders, the
White House said.

Addressing the virtual
summit, Mr. Biden “ex-
pressed grave concerns
about the military coup and
horrific violence in Burma
and called on the country’s
military regime to imme-
diately end the violence, re-
lease those unjustly de-
tained, and restore Burma’s
path to democracy”, a state-
ment said, using Myanmar’s
previous name.

Myanmar’s military go-
vernment boycotted the
ASEAN summit, which was
hosted by Brunei, after its
chief, Min Aung Hlaing, was
banned in response to the
February power grab and
subsequent deadly crack-
down on dissent.

The strongly worded
White House statement
came after Mr. Biden made
public opening remarks to
the ASEAN meeting in

which he made a veiled refe-
rence to countering China,
but did not mention Myan-
mar. Speaking by video link
from the White House, Mr.
Biden called the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations
“essential” and said the U.S.
is “committed to ASEAN’s
centrality”. The U.S. is not a
member of the 10-nation bo-
dy but sees ASEAN as an im-
portant component in its
strategy to push back
against an increasingly as-
sertive Chinese diplomatic,
commercial and military
presence across Asia.

Suu Kyi testifies
In a related development,
ousted Myanmar leader
Aung San Suu Kyi testified
for the first time in a junta
court, four months after be-
ing put on trial by the mili-
tary, a source with know-
ledge of the case said.

On Tuesday, she “gave
her statement at the court
by herself” in response to
charges of incitement relat-
ed to two February state-
ments criticising the coup,
the source said.

Biden denounces coup
and violence in Myanmar
Junta boycotts summit to protest snub
Agence France-Presse

Washington

Germany’s newly elected
Parliament held its first
meeting on Tuesday and
elected a lawmaker from the
centre-left Social Democrat-
ic Party as Speaker of the
736-member Lower House,
or Bundestag. 

German Chancellor An-
gela Merkel attended the
session although she is no
longer a lawmaker. She sat
in the visitor stands of Par-
liament. Ms. Merkel’s Union
bloc finished behind the So-
cial Democrats in Germa-
ny’s federal election last
month. 

“The citizens are looking
to us, and their expectations
of Parliament are rightly
high,” Wolfgang Schaeuble,
the previous Speaker, said.
“We all should continue to
do everything we can to
meet their expectations.”

Mr. Schaeuble, 79, a con-
servative veteran and form-
er Finance and Interior Mi-
nister, is the longest-serving
member of Parliament. He
has been a lawmaker since
1972.

The new Speaker, Baer-

bel Bas, has been a member
of the Bundestag since
2009. 

Women’s representation
She told fellow lawmakers
on Tuesday that she would
work for fairer representa-
tion of women in Parlia-
ment. Ms. Bas is only the
third woman to head the
Bundestag since its creation
in 1949. “The responsibility
has by far not been spread
fairly on all shoulders,” she
said. 

While the Bundestag has
more women members fol-
lowing last month’s elec-
tion, women are still a long
way from reaching parity in
the national legislature.
More than a third, or 34.7%,
of the new lawmakers are
women compared with the
31.4% in the previous Parlia-
ment, according to German
news agency dpa.

Ms. Bas emphasised that
even though Parliament
does not yet reflect the full
diversity of German society,
the new Bundestag has be-
come more diverse, with
more immigrant lawmakers
and younger members, too.

Germany’s Parliament
elects new Speaker
Bas is third woman to head Bundestag 
Associated Press

Berlin

Japanese Princess Mako
quietly married a common-
er without traditional wed-
ding celebrations on Tues-
day and said their marriage
— delayed three years and
opposed by some — “was a
necessary choice to live
while cherishing our
hearts”.

The marriage to Kei Ko-
muro cost Ms. Mako her
royal status. She received
her husband’s surname —
the first time she has had a
family name. Most Japa-
nese women must aban-
don their own family
names upon marriage due
to a law requiring only one
surname per married cou-
ple. 

There was no wedding
banquet or other marriage
rituals for the couple. 

Japan Princess
Mako marries
commoner
Associated Press

Tokyo
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PRICE CHANGE

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 749.90. . . . . . . . -2.15

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2969.80. . . . . . . 51.75

Axis Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 841.90. . . . . . . . -3.20

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3791.75. . . . . . . 28.00

Bajaj Finserv. . . . . . . . . . .. 18353.35. . . . . 266.20

Bajaj Finance. . . . . . . . . .. . . . 7855.65. . . . . 209.00

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 696.20. . . . . . . . . 5.10

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 431.05. . . . . . . . -0.65

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3692.80. . . . . . . 61.75

Cipla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 907.50. . . . . . . . . 5.65

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 175.05. . . . . . . . . 0.95

Divis Lab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 5018.90. . . . . . . 22.95

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 4666.20. . . . . . . . -9.95

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. . . . 2590.25. . . . . . . 28.50

Grasim Ind. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1739.40. . . . . . . 28.75

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1166.80. . . . . . . . . 1.40

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2911.65. . . . . . . 15.50

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1652.75. . . . . . . . -4.25

HDFC Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 690.05. . . . . . . . . 6.80

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 2700.50. . . . . . . 13.70

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 486.05. . . . . . . 12.80

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2436.85. . . . . . -19.00

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 829.40. . . . . . -12.30

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1154.90. . . . . . -22.85

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1703.70. . . . . . . . -3.85

Indian OilCorp. . . . . . . .. . . . . . 131.50. . . . . . . . . 1.05

ITC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 236.70. . . . . . . . . 3.30

JSW Steel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 694.35. . . . . . . 20.10

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2210.95. . . . . . . 56.45

L&T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1796.25. . . . . . . 12.10

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 894.55. . . . . . . . . 3.85

Maruti Suzuki. . . . . . . . .. . . . 7297.35. . . . . . . 36.75

Nestle India Ltd. . . . .. 19217.60. . . . . 521.35

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 143.20. . . . . . . . -0.70

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 163.10. . . . . . . . . 1.70

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 190.40. . . . . . . . -2.25

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2661.05. . . . . . . 59.25

SBI Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1172.05. . . . . . . 42.35

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 512.55. . . . . . . . . 6.05

Shree Cement . . . . . . . .. 27777.90. . . . . 502.90

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 813.50. . . . . . . . . 0.30

Tata Consumer

Products Ltd. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 808.90. . . . . . . 19.95

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 508.65. . . . . . . 28.75

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1343.65. . . . . . . 50.35

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3482.60. . . . . . -10.35

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . 1563.30. . . . . . . 39.20

Titan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2454.75. . . . . . . 75.60

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 7269.10. . . . . 119.30

UPL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 713.25. . . . . . . 17.95

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 668.15. . . . . . . . . 0.45

EXCHANGE RATES
Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on October 26

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 74.76. . . . . . . 75.08

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 86.87. . . . . . . 87.24

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .103.34. . . . 103.79

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 65.59. . . . . . . 65.87

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 11.72. . . . . . . 11.77

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 81.30. . . . . . . 81.66

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 55.57. . . . . . . 55.81

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 60.51. . . . . . . 60.77

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 18.02. . . . . . . 18.11

Source:Indian Bank

market watch

26-10-2021 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 61,350 ddddddddddddddd0.63

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 74.96 ddddddddddddddd0.15

Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 47,153 ddddddddddddddd0.27

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 86.15 ddddddddddddd-0.46

India’s government expects
tax revenues for the current
fiscal year to be 10% above
budget, beating forecasts for
the first time in four years,
two officials said, as the eco-
nomy powers back towards
pre-pandemic levels.

Tax revenues, budgeted at
₹15.45 lakh crore for the year
to March 31, have been be-
low projections ever since
2017-18 as the economy lost
momentum even before CO-
VID-19 and then slipped into
a deep recession.

But now retail sales have
picked up and exports are
surging at a record rate, sug-
gesting it is rebounding fas-
ter than anticipated after a
devastating second wave.

India’s economy grew
20.1% between April and
June, versus a 24.4% contrac-

tion during the same period
last year.

“Activity levels have im-
proved a lot. All indicators
are showing a faster-than-an-
ticipated recovery, we are set
to beat our own [tax] esti-
mates this year if all remains
well,” one of the officials
said.

The finance ministry did

not immediately reply to e-
mails and messages seeking
comment on tax revenues.

If tax payments remain
strong and the government
is able to hit the 2021-22 tar-
get for revenues from its on-
going privatisation pro-
gramme, then it will be able
to beat its fiscal deficit pro-
jection of 6.8% by as much as

30-40 basis points, the se-
cond official said.

Air India, LIC boost
India aims to raise ₹1.75 lakh
crore in the current fiscal
year through sales of stakes
in state-run companies and
is hoping the sale of Air India
to the Tata Group will pro-
vide an impetus.

The listing of state-owned
Life Insurance Corp. could
fetch up to a further ₹1 lakh
crore, according to another
official. “We are working ve-
ry hard to complete the list-
ing of LIC and we should be
able to do it by March,” the
third official said.

Rating agency Moody’s In-
vestors Service this month
upgraded its outlook on In-
dia to stable from negative,
saying downside risks in the
country and its financial in-
stitutions had eased.

‘Tax revenue set to beat forecast’
Strong recovery to help tax take surpass budget estimates by 10%, say officials 

Reuters

New Delhi

Belied expectations: Tax revenues had been below estimates
since FY18 as the economy lost momentum. * G.R.N. SOMASHEKAR

India should strike a ba-
lance between ramping up
physical infrastructure and
the social infrastructure
such as healthcare systems,
Asian Infrastructure Invest-
ment Bank (AIIB) president
Jin Liqun said on Tuesday. 

Stressing that the country
faces a ‘huge need’ to
strengthen its healthcare in-
frastructure, the AIIB presi-
dent said that the multilater-
al lender would look to fund
both social as well as cli-
mate-resilient infrastructure
in India in the coming years. 

The AIIB will align its op-
erations with the goals of
the Paris Agreement to cope
with climate change by July
2023, and expects to finance
infrastructure projects to
mitigate and adapt to cli-
mate change worth $50 bil-
lion by 2030, Mr. Jin said at a
press conference ahead of
the governors’ board meet. 

‘Supplementing efforts’
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, in her interven-
tions, emphasised the im-
portance of multilateral
banks in supplementing
countries’ efforts to cope
with the COVID-19 crisis and
the looming climate crisis.

“She highlighted some of
the expectations from the
Bank, including the need to
explore investment oppor-

tunities in the creation and
development of assets in so-
cial infrastructure sectors;
to further intensify private
sector capital mobilisation
for inclusive and green de-
velopment; and to set up a
Resident Board and Region-
al Offices to ensure accoun-
tability, transparency and
quality of operations and in-
vestments,” the Finance Mi-
nistry said in a statement. 

Mr. Jin said that India
needed to develop modern
infrastructure and when the
Bank screened proposals, it
worked with the govern-
ment to ensure that priority
was given to infrastructure
projects which could deal
with climate change. 

‘Making key progress’
“I can assure you that we are
making very much impor-
tant progress in this regard.
Second, we financed the
projects to deal with the
pandemic in India and, at
this moment, I can see the
projects we financed are al-
ready working. I am very
glad to see the Indian go-
vernment is quickly con-
taining the pandemic,” the
AIIB president said. 

“What we are looking for-
ward to is when we can
quickly go back to normal
infrastructure investment
operations... which can also
help the healthcare systems
and social infrastructure.”

AIIB looking to fund climate resilience

Special Correspondent 

NEW DELHI 

Climate focus: The Bank aims to finance infra projects to
mitigate climate change worth $50 bn by 2030. * REUTERS

India needs to bolster its
health infrastructure: Jin

Axis Bank Ltd. reported se-
cond quarter standalone
net profit jumped 86% to
₹3,133 crore. 

Net Interest Income
(NII) grew 8% yoy to ₹7,900
crore. Specific loan-loss
provisions stood at ₹927
crore (₹2,865 crore).

As on September 30, the
bank’s reported gross NPA
and net NPA levels stood at
3.53% and 1.08% respec-
tively as against 3.85% and
1.20% as on June 30. 

MD & CEO Amitabh
Chaudhry said, “We conti-
nue to focus on SMEs and
mid corporates and on re-
tail, we see better disburse-
ments and growth driven
by secured products.”

Axis Bank Q2
net jumps 86%
to ₹3,133 crore

Special Correspondent 

MUMBAI 

Banks have sanctioned
loans of ₹11,168 crore to
about 2 lakh borrowers un-
der the credit outreach
programme, FM Nirmala
Sitharaman said.

Under this, banks have
been holding special
camps to sanction loans to
eligible borrowers.

“During her review of
PSBs in Aug, Smt @nsitha-
raman had exhorted banks
to conduct credit Outreach
Programme in Oct to sup
port revival of economic
growth. In line with this,
banks have been holding
district-wise & sector-wise
loan outreach pro-
grammes,” a tweet by the
FM’s office said.

Credit push:
banks approve
₹11,168 cr. loans
Press trust of india

new delhi 

Hit by the global shortage of
semiconductors, sales
growth for India’s passenger
vehicle (PV) segment will be
limited to 11-13% this fiscal,
according to Crisil Ratings.

But for the supply issue,
growth forecasts could have
been 400-600 basis points
(bps) higher, it said. Conclu-
sions are from Crisil’s analy-
sis of India’s top three PV
makers with combined mar-
ket share of about 71%.

“Since the pandemic be-
gan, preference for personal
mobility has increased, lead-
ing to more-than-expected
demand for PVs... The up-

shot of the chip shortage has
been PV production cuts,
which will [reflect in] the on-
going festive season, when
sales are typically higher....
we foresee tempered overall
growth for PVs this fiscal,”
senior director Anuj Sethi
said. Semiconductors, or
chips, are crucial for fea-
tures such as navigation, in-

fotainment and traction con-
trol. For customers, the
waiting period for some mo-
dels has risen from 2-3
months to 6-9 months, Crisil
noted. Pandemic-induced
uncertainties had led to
sharp swings in orders by
OEMs, which account for 10-
12% of global chip demand.

“Poor inventory planning
by OEMs, chip hoarding by
Chinese firms, and natural
disasters affecting major
chip factories further exa-
cerbated the problem,” it ad-
ded. Shortages are expected
to continue into the first
quarter of next fiscal with
capacity addition not keep-
ing pace with demand.

‘Chip scarcity to cap growth of
passenger vehicles at 11-13%’
Supply issue impact on growth may be 400-600 bps: Crisil

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

An Indian court on Tuesday
temporarily restrained Zee
Entertainment Enterprises’
top investor Invesco from
calling a shareholder meet-
ing, in a win for the TV net-
work that sent its shares
higher.

U.S. investment firm In-
vesco, which owns almost
18% of Zee via two funds,
wanted an extraordinary
general meeting (EGM) of
shareholders in a bid to oust
the Indian company’s CEO
Punit Goenka and suggested
that six new independent
board members be
appointed.

The nomination of indivi-
duals for the board does not
speak well of their indepen-
dence, Justice G.S. Patel of

the Bombay High Court ob-
served, adding that Invesco’s
notice to remove Mr. Goenka
“without proposing a re-
placement puts Zee into a
statutory black hole.”

“Sometimes, it happens
that a company must be
saved from its own sharehol-
ders, however well-inten
tioned,” Justice Patel said.

Zee’s shares ended 4.3%
higher after the Bombay

High Court’s order.
Zee and Invesco did not

respond to requests for com-
ment. The court last week
proposed that Zee call a sha-
reholder meeting, but ruled
in favour of the Indian TV
network on Tuesday follow-
ing arguments by its lawyer.

Invesco’s calls for a shake
up at Zee over corporate go-
vernance comes as the firm
is planning a merger with
the local unit of Japan’s Sony
Group. 

That move is set to create
India’s biggest broadcaster
but Invesco has raised con-
cerns about options given to
Zee’s founding family, that
includes its CEO Goenka, to
raise their stake in the
merged entity to 20%. The
founding family of Zee cur-
rently owns 4% of its shares.

U.S. investment firm flagged corporate governance issues

Reuters

NEW DELHI

HC restrains Invesco from
calling Zee shareholders’ meet 

Canara Bank on Tuesday
reported a threefold jump
in Q2 net profit to ₹1,333
crore on the back of treasu-
ry and non-interest income
besides higher cash recov-
ery. Net interest income
was a tad lower at ₹6,273
crore (₹6,305 crore) while
total income rose 2.6% to
₹21,331 crore.

Addressing a virtual me-
dia conference, MD and
CEO L. V. Prabhakar said
operating profit grew 22%
to ₹5,604 crore as against
Rs 4,597 crore in the year-
earlier period.

Treasury income surged
95% to ₹1,754 crore while
non-interest income rose
37.5% to ₹4,268 crore. NPA
provision declined by 24%
to ₹2,678 crore with an im-
provement in recovery of
loans , Mr. Prabhakar said.

Canara Bank
Q2 net jumps
to ₹1,333 crore

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

The Adani Group will ex-
plore infrastructure part-
nerships in Sri Lanka, apart
from developing a Colombo
Port terminal, chairman
Gautam Adani said follow-
ing meetings with President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa and PM
Mahinda Rajapaksa. 

“Privileged to meet Presi-
dent @GotabayaR and PM
@PresRajapaksa. In addi-
tion to developing Colombo
Port’s Western Container
Terminal, the Adani Group
will explore other infras-
tructure partnerships. In-
dia’s strong bonds with Sri
Lanka are anchored to cen-
turies’ old historic ties,” Mr.
Adani tweeted on Tuesday,
referring to the eponymous
group’s $700 million port-
terminal deal, with a local
partner and the Sri Lanka

Ports Authority.
Mr. Adani, who had a

private meeting with Presi-
dent Gotabaya on Monday,
called on PM Mahinda on
Tuesday, sources in Colom-
bo said. 

A team from the Indian
group visited the northern
Mannar district to inspect a
wind-power farm, officials
of the Ceylon Electricity
Board were quoted as saying
in local media. 

Adani eyes infrastructure
ventures in Sri Lanka 
Gautam Adani meets President, PM

Special Correspondent

COLOMBO

Gautam Adani

There are cybersecurity or-
ganisations in the country
but no central body res-
ponsible for safety in the
online space, a top cyber-
security official said.

National Cyber Security
Coordinator (NCSC) Rajesh
Pant also said the pro-
posed national cybersecur-
ity strategy will address
this gap in the security
framework.

He said India has excel-
lent organisations and
there has been ‘fantastic’
transformation in the cy-
bersecurity space in the
country in the last one
year.  “By and large, a fra-
mework is in place but
there is no central apex or-
ganisation today in terms
of allocation of business
rules,” he added.

Apex body for
cybersecurity
missing: Pant
Press trust of india

new delhi 

Reliance-BP JV unveils
first fuel outlet 
MUMBAI 

Reliance BP Mobility Ltd., a
JV of Reliance Industries Ltd.
and BP, on Tuesday, opened
its first Jio-bp branded
mobility station at Navde,
Navi Mumbai, Maharashtra,
offering multiple fuelling
choices to customers. The
existing network of more
than 1,400 pumps earlier
with RIL would be rebranded
as Jio-bp.

IN BRIEF

Fino announces
₹1,200-crore IPO
MUMBAI

Fino Payments Bank on
Tuesday announced a
₹1,200-crore initial public
offering, which will include
fresh issue of shares worth
₹300 crore. The firm, which
will emerge as the first
payments bank to list on the
bourses, has set a price band
of ₹560-₹577 per share for
the issue which will be open
for subscription between
October 29 and November 2.
It will raise up to ₹300 crore
from the fresh issue. PTI

Central Bank profit
surges to ₹250 crore
MUMBAI 

Central Bank of India has
registered a 55.3% growth in
Q2 net profit to ₹250 crore.
Operating profit improved
1.08% y-o-y to ₹1,401 crore.
Net NPAs dropped from
5.6% to 4.51%, an
improvement of 109 bps, the
bank said in a filing. Provision
coverage ratio improved
from 82.24% to 85.86%,
registering an improvement
of 362 bps. Net interest
income rose almost 6% to ₹
2,495 crore.

Govt. seeks applications
for CEA replacement
NEW DELHI

The Centre has invited
applications for the post of
chief economic adviser (CEA)
to replace K.V. Subramanian,
who will complete his
three-year tenure next
month. Mr. Subramanian was
named CEA on December 7,
2018. As per the notice
issued by Department of
Economic Affairs, officers of
central and State
governments, the RBI and
PSBs, holding analogous
post on regular basis are
eligible to apply. PTI
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SPORT

Defending champion West
Indies suffered its second
successive defeat at the ICC
Twenty20 World Cup as its
bowlers failed to defend 143
in a Super 12 match against
South Africa here on Tues-
day. South Africa won with
eight wickets and 10 balls to
spare.

South Africa lost captain
Temba Bavuma to a run-out
in the first over of the run
chase. Reeza Hendricks —
opening in Quinton de Kock’s
absence — and Rassie van der
Dussen then added 57 for the
second wicket before Shim-
ron Hetmyer’s diving catch at
deep square removed Hen-

dricks. But that didn’t deter
Aiden Markram, who hit an
unbeaten 51 off just 26 balls
with two boundaries and
four sixes, to not only deny
West Indies a whiff of a come-
back but also become his
team’s highest run-scorer in
men’s T20Is in 2021. Van der
Dussen finished unbeaten on
43.

Earlier, South Africa chose
to field. Off-spinner Markram
and Kagiso Rabada shared
the new ball and kept the
West Indies openers quiet be-
fore Evin Lewis finally broke
the shackles in the fourth ov-
er. 

He clubbed Rabada for a
four and a six before ham-
mering two more sixes and a
four off Markram in the next
over. Markram, who had

gone for only four in his first
two, conceded 18 in his third
over.

At the other end, Lendl
Simmons, struggling to get
going, was dropped on four
by stand-in wicketkeeper
Heinrich Klaasen off Anrich
Nortje.

Meanwhile, Lewis didn’t
let the tempo drop, slog
sweeping Tabraiz Shamsi ov-
er deep-square to bring up
his 50 off 32 balls as West In-
dies got to 65 without loss at
the halfway mark.

But with Simmons unable
to find gaps or go aerial, the
pressure to keep up the scor-
ing rate got to Lewis, who
holed out to Rabada on the
deep midwicket rope for a
35-ball 56.

Nicholas Pooran, sent in at

No. 3, was caught at long-off
cheaply. 

Simmons followed suit
when he was put out of his
misery by a slower ball from
Rabada that crashed into his
stumps.

Gayle falls
West Indies was 95 for three
in 15 overs when Chris Gayle
— batting at No. 4 for the first
time in T20Is — and Kieron
Pollard took 16 off Shamsi’s
third over; both hitting a six
each. But Gayle was caught
behind before he could inflict
more damage.

Pollard fell for a 20-ball 26,
picking up van der Dussen at
a very straight mid-off. Nortje
and Pretorius then mixed up
their pace to finish with four
wickets for 12 runs in the last

two overs. 
In the end, West Indies

was left to rue the handy runs
it left behind on the field.

South Africa proves too strong for WI
Markram scores unbeaten half-century in eight-wicket win after Nortje and Pretorius bowl well 

Ayan Acharya

DUBAI

Quinton de Kock made
himself unavailable for
South Africa's ICC
Twenty20 World Cup
match against the West
Indies in Dubai on Tuesday
in the wake of Cricket
South Africa's directive that
all players should take a
knee before matches.

The team had said last
year that the players could
kneel, raise a fist, or stand
to attention to show their
support in the fight for
social justice. de Kock has
refrained from engaging in
any expression of support.

Cricket South Africa on
Tuesday issued a statement
on de Kock's withdrawal:
"Cricket South Africa (CSA)

has noted the personal
decision by South African
wicketkeeper Quinton de
Kock not to ‘take the knee’
ahead of Tuesday's game
against the West Indies. All
players had been required,

in line with a directive of
the CSA Board on Monday
evening, to ‘take the knee’
in a united and consistent
stance against racism.

"After considering all
relevant issues, including
the freedom of choice of
players, the Board had
made it clear it was
imperative for the team to
be seen taking a stand
against racism, especially
given SA's history. The
Board's view was that while
diversity can and should
find expression in many
facets of daily lives, this did
not apply when it came to
taking a stand against
racism. The Board will
await a report from the
team management before
deciding on the next step."

de Kock refuses to play WI match
Ayan Acharya

Dubai

Quinton de Kock. * AFP

South African skipper Temba
Bavuma was measured in his
response when asked about
Quinton de Kock's withdra-
wal from the match against
the West Indies. “Quinton is
an adult. We respect his deci-
sion. We respect his convic-
tions,” said Bavuma.

“I don't know how far it’s
going to develop. I mean, the
decision that he (de Kock)
has taken is only today, so I
can only speak about what
has happened today.”

Asked if de Kock had ex-
plained the reason behind
not taking the knee to him or
anyone in the management,

Bavuma said, “I think you've
got to appreciate the fact that
the instruction came this
morning from the board, and
there wasn't a great deal of
time for us to thoroughly dis-
cuss the matter.”

West Indies skipper Kie-
ron Pollard said he was un-
aware of any South African
player refusing to take a
knee.

“For me, personally, I
don’t know of any player
who didn't want to take it.
I’m not aware of that. So this
is news to me,” said Pollard. 

When told that the player
who refused to take the knee
was his Mumbai Indians
teammate de Kock, Pollard

said, “I can’t speak about so-
mething I don’t know. I don’t
want to speculate. I have a lot
on my plate.” 

‘We respect Quinton’s decision’
Bavuma says there has been no time to discuss the issue

Ayan Acharya

Dubai

Bavuma. * REUTERS

Rahul Dravid is all but cer-
tain to to be the Indian crick-
et team’s next head coach af-
ter he formally applied for
the position on Tuesday.

With Dravid applying, the
job for the Cricket Advisory
Committee becomes easier
as there aren’t any big
names in fray who can
match the batting great’s
stature.

It is reliably learnt that he
is the choice of BCCI presi-
dent Sourav Ganguly and se-
cretary Jay Shah.

“Yes, Rahul has formally
applied today as it’s the last
day of the deadline. His
team at the NCA, bowling
coach Paras (Mhambrey)
and fielding coach Abhay
(Sharma) have already ap-
plied. His application was
just a formality,” a senior
BCCI official told PTI on
Tuesday.

V.V.S. Laxman could again
be back in the fray to head

the National Cricket Acade-
my when the post falls
vacant.

If selected, it is learnt
from sources, that Laxman
would not be able to conti-
nue as the mentor of Sunris-
ers Hyderbad and also has to
leave his media
commitments.

As the National coach and
the NCA head are expected
to work in close coordina-
tion, Dravid and Laxman,
who have had a close bond

since the time they played
for South Zone and subse-
quently for India for close to
a decade and half, it could
be a perfect choice.

Laxman, it is learnt, was
reluctant to take up NCA off-
er but BCCI would once
again approach him. In case
he again turns down the off-
er, Anil Kumble is an option
but it remains to be seen
whether the BCCI would ap-
proach the former India cap-
tain.

Dravid applies for coach’s post
Laxman could be approached to helm NCA

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI

Synergy: The combination of Dravid and Laxman can give 
new direction to Indian cricket. * FILE PHOTO: VIVEK BENDRE

Fast bowler Haris Rauf took a
career-best four for 22 to
help Pakistan defeat New
Zealand by five wickets and
record its second successive
win in the ICC T20 World
Cup on Tuesday.

Devon Conway and Daryl
Mitchell both scored 27 for
New Zealand, while skipper
Kane Williamson made a la-
borious 25 off 26 balls as New
Zealand was limited to 134
for eight.

Veteran Shoaib Malik (27)
and Asif Ali (26) came togeth-
er with Pakistan wobbling at
87 for five and took the team
to victory with eight balls to
spare.

Pakistan had lost skipper
Babar Azam to Tim Southee
— bowled for nine in the sixth
over — as the pacer took his
100th wicket in his 84th
T20I. Southee is only the
third bowler, after Bangla-
desh’s Shakib Al Hasan (117,
92 T20Is) and Sri Lanka’s La-
sith Malinga (107, 84) to take
100 in the format.

Leg-spinner Ish Sodhi
trapped both Fakhar Zaman

(11) and Mohammad Rizwan
leg-before to leave Pakistan
reeling at 69 for four. In bet-
ween those dismissals, Con-
way took a brilliant diving
catch at wide long-off to dis-
miss Mohammad Hafeez off
left-arm spinner Mitchell
Santner. When Imad Wasim
fell for 11, Pakistan needed 47

off 31 deliveries. 
It was left to Asif, who

smashed two consecutive
sixes off Southee in the 17th
over, to bring down the tar-
get to 24 off 18. Malik hit a
four and a six off Santner in
the next over before Asif ’s
six off Boult settled the issue.

Earlier, Rauf did most of

the damage as the Kiwis
struggled on a sluggish pitch
after being asked to bat. He
provided the breakthrough
by getting rid of Martin Gup-
till. Rauf also accounted for
Conway and Glenn Phillips
in one over before castling
Santner off the final delivery
of the innings.

Rauf, Malik and Asif star in Pakistan’s win over New Zealand
The fast bowler’s four-for limits the Kiwis to 134 before the two batters power Babar’s men to their second straight victory

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
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Leap of success: Rauf is over the moon after castling Guptill. * GETTY IMAGES

Hardik Pandya’s inclusion
solely as the finisher may
have emerged the biggest
talking point during India’s
opening loss to Pakistan in
its opening T20 World Cup
game. But given Hardik’s in-
ability to bowl, India’s deci-
sion to utilise Bhuvneshwar
Kumar as the third pacer
ahead of Shardul Thakur
was a surprise.

As the Indian contingent
opted against training for the
second day in succession, it
has more to ponder over the
Bhuvneshwar conundrum.

Notwithstanding the fact
that the move didn’t work —
he was hit for a four and a six
in the first over of Pakistan’s
chase — preferring Bhuv-
neshwar over Shardul ap-
peared to be based on repu-
tation than current form or
conditions.

Extremely useful
Historically, Bhuvneshwar
has been extremely useful in
the PowerPlay, be it in the

IPL or T20Is. His economy
rate of 5.72 in his T20I career
is a testament to his utility at
the start of the innings. Ho-
wever, over the last decade,
Bhuvneshwar hasn’t been as
effective at the death.

More than lack of pace,
the main reason for Bhuv-
neshwar going for plenty in
the final overs is the absence
of swing in the latter half of
the innings. His ability to
move the ball has made him

a potent weapon, especially
at the start. But in the United
Arab Emirates, where a
seamer seldom gets assis-
tance either in the air or off
the surface, it’s the use of a
bowler’s wrist combined
with his pace that becomes
crucial.

Take Shaheen Afridi, for
example. Not only did he
bowl at 140-plus kmph con-
sistently but also managed to
move the ball appreciably —

quite exceptional given the
conditions — that helped him
trouble the Indian batters. 

Bhuvneshwar, on the oth-
er hand, hasn’t been a con-
sistent wicket-taker in Po-
werPlays even in the IPL
over the last couple of years.
Add to it the fact that Bhuv-
neshwar isn’t of great use in
the middle and at the death
in T20Is, and India surely
needs to deliberate on giving
Shardul a go in these
conditions.

Shardul’s uncanny ability
to strike against the odds in
the middle overs, thanks to
his cross-seam bowling and
change of pace, has come in
handy for his IPL franchise.
Add to that his utility of bow-
ling his four overs at any
stage of the innings — and
having emerged as an effec-
tive hitter lower down the or-
der — and Shardul becomes a
better option.

Virat Kohli had backed
Bhuvneshwar ahead of the
tournament, citing the last
over he bowled to AB de Vil-
liers in the IPL. 

Amol Karhadkar

DUBAI

Lacking fizz: Bhuvneshwar has been going for plenty in the
death overs in recent years. * TWITTER/BCCI

Should India play Shardul for Bhuvneshwar?

Buoyed by the emphatic win
over defending champion
West Indies, England will
look to keep the momentum
against Bangladesh here on
Wednesday.

Against an opposition fa-
miliar with the sluggish con-
ditions, Eoin Morgan’s men
will be tested in the oppres-
sive heat of Abu Dhabi.

But, the Abu Dhabi strip
is known to aid pacers and
Morgan may think of bring-
ing in Mark Wood into the
mix.

For Bangladesh the key
would be to exploit the con-
ditions. 

Fairytale run 
Debutant Namibia will look
to continue its fairytale run
when it takes on a bruised
Scotland, which lost by 130
runs to Afghanistan.

Gerhard Erasmus and his
bunch of unknown cricke-
ters stunned the cricketing
world when they beat the
Netherlands by six wickets

and then notched up a
shocking eight-wicket victo-
ry over Ireland in the group
stage.

Having earned the right
to rub shoulders with the
elites, the Namibians will be
keen to showcase their
skills.

England faces Bangladesh
in testing conditions
Namibia takes on Scotland
Press Trust of India

Abu Dhabi

WEST INDIES
Lendl Simmons b Rabada 16
(35b), Evin Lewis c Rabada b
Maharaj 56 (35b, 3x4, 6x6), Ni-
cholas Pooran c Miller b Maha-
raj 12 (7b, 2x4), Chris Gayle c
Klaasen b Pretorius 12 (12b,
1x6), Kieron Pollard c van der
Dussen b Pretorius 26 (20b,
2x4, 1x6), Andre Russell b
Nortje 5 (4b, 1x4), Shimron Het-
myer run out 1 (2b), Dwayne
Bravo (not out) 8 (5b, 1x4),
Hayden Walsh c Hendricks b
Pretorius 0 (1b), Akeal Hosein
(not out) 0 (0b); Extras (lb-2,
w-4, nb-1): 7; Total (for eight
wkts. in 20 overs): 143.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-73 (Lewis, 10.3 overs), 2-87
(Pooran, 12.2), 3-89 (Simmons,
13.2), 4-121 (Gayle, 17.1), 5-132
(Russell, 18.2), 6-133 (Hetmyer,
18.4), 7-137 (Pollard, 19.2), 8-
137 (Walsh, 19.3). 

SOUTH AFRICA BOWLING

Markram 3-1-22-0, Rabada 4-0-
27-1, Nortje 4-0-14-1, Maharaj
4-0-24-2, Shamsi 3-0-37-0,
Pretorius 2-0-17-3.

SOUTH AFRICA
Temba Bavuma run out 2 (3b),
Reeza Hendricks c Hetmyer b
Hosein 39 (30b, 4x4, 1x6), Ras-
sie van der Dussen (not out) 43
(51b, 3x4), Aiden Markram (not
out) 51 (26b, 2x4, 4x6); Extras
(lb-1, w-8): 9; Total (for two
wkts. in 18.2 overs): 144.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-4 (Bavuma, 0.6), 2-61 (Hen-
dricks, 9.2).

WEST INDIES BOWLING
Hosein 4-0-27-1, Rampaul 3-0-
22-0, Russell 3.2-0-36-0,
Walsh 3-0-26-0, Bravo 4-0-
23-0, Pollard 1-0-9-0.

Toss: South Africa; MoM:
Nortje.

South Africa won by eight
wickets with 10 balls to spare.

SCOREBOARD

Stemming the flow: Nortje proved difficult to get away for the West Indies batters. * AP

ICC T20 WC

India's Sameer Verma pro-
gressed to the second
round of the French Open
Super 750 badminton tour-
nament with a straight
game win over Lee Dong
Keun here on Tuesday.

The 25-year-old from
Madhya Pradesh, who had
won three titles to qualify
for the 2018 World Tour fi-
nals, defeated the Korean
21-14, 21-12 in 54 minutes in
the men's singles opening
round.

This was Sameer’s first
win over the Korean, having
lost to him twice in the past.

In mixed doubles, Dhruv
Kapil and Sikki Reddy put
up a gallant fight before los-
ing 19-21, 19-21 to the fifth-
seeded Malaysian combina-
tion of Chan Peng Soon and
Goh Liu Ying in their open-
ing match.

Sameer third
time lucky
against Keun

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

PARIS

FRENCH OPEN

NEW ZEALAND
Martin Guptill b Rauf 17 (20b,
3x4), Daryl Mitchell c Fakhar b
Imad 27 (20b, 1x4, 2x6), Kane
Williamson run out 25 (26b, 2x4,
1x6), James Neesham c Fakhar b
Hafeez 1 (2b), Devon Conway c
Babar b Rauf 27 (24b, 3x4),
Glenn Phillips c Hasan b Rauf 13
(15b, 1x4), Tim Seifert c Hafeez
b Afridi 8 (8b, 1x4), Mitchell
Santner b Rauf 6 (5b, 1x4), Ish
Sodhi (not out) 2 (2b); Extras
(b-1, lb-5, nb-2): 8; Total (for
eight wkts. in 20 overs): 134.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-36 (Guptill, 5.2 overs), 2-54
(Mitchell, 8.2), 3-56 (Neesham,
9.1), 4-90 (Williamson, 13.1), 5-
116 (Conway, 17.1), 6-116 (Phil-
lips, 17.3), 7-125 (Seifert, 18.6),
8-134 (Santner, 19.6).

PAKISTAN BOWLING
Afridi 4-1-21-1, Imad 4-0-24-1,
Hasan 3-0-26-0, Rauf 4-0-22-4,
Shadab 3-0-19-0, Hafeez
2-0-16-1.

PAKISTAN
Mohammad Rizwan lbw b Sodhi
33 (34b, 5x4), Babar Azam b
Southee 9 (11b, 1x4), Fakhar Za-
man lbw b Sodhi 11 (17b, 1x6),
Mohammad Hafeez c Conway b
Santner 11 (6b, 1x6), Shoaib Ma-
lik (not out) 26 (20b, 2x4, 1x6),

Imad Wasim lbw b Boult 11 (12b,
1x4), Asif Ali (not out) 27 (12b,
1x4, 3x6); Extras (lb-2, w-5): 7;
Total (for five wkts. in 18.4 ov-
ers): 135

FALL OF WICKETS
1-28 (Babar, 5.1), 2-47 (Fakhar,
8.6), 3-63 (Hafeez, 10.6), 4-69
(Rizwan, 11.4), 5-87 (Imad, 14.5).

NEW ZEALAND BOWLING
Santner 4-0-33-1, Southee 4-0-
25-1, Boult 3.4-0-29-1, Neesh-
am 3-0-18-0, Sodhi 4-0-28-2.
Toss: Pakistan; MoM: Rauf.

Pakistan won by five wickets
with eight balls to spare.

SCOREBOARD
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SPORT

There is something ridiculous (and
pointless) about playing the fifth

Test of a series nearly 300 days after
the end of the fourth Test. There is, of
course, the small matter of losing some
£30 million otherwise. The call of tele-
vision is strong. Authorities seldom
care about the organic growth of a se-
ries; a match is a match is a match is
about as subtle as they can get.

However, the intriguing issue is how
the England and Wales Cricket Board

(ECB) managed to put one over on the
Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI). The BCCI started off keen that
the series be left as is, decided 2-1 in In-
dia’s favour with the ‘fifth’ Test to be
treated as a one-off. In September
when India pulled out, ECB chief exec-
utive Tom Harrison had said he expect-
ed any rearranged fixture to be a “stan-
dalone situation”. 

Losing the plot
It had been a tough, hard-fought series
fiercely competitive and with moments
of great heroism and exceptional co-
mebacks. Both teams threw everything
they had into it, and at the end of the
fourth Test, one team had emerged
clearly superior. That is what a Test se-
ries is about. It is not a collection of
loosely-bound matches, but an opera
which evolves while feeding on its own

emotions and finding new ways of ex-
pression. A one-off is just that; without
context, without any narrative
build-up.

The outcome off-field can be read in
two ways: as a success for ECB diplo-
macy (or arm-twisting, which is the
same thing) encouraged by the fact that
India were on shaky ground legally,
having been the team to pull out owing
to a “fear of Covid” which, as any first
year law student will tell you is not the
Covid itself. Or it can be seen as a fai-
lure of the BCCI to throw its weight
around and get its way in international
cricket in the manner it has been accus-
tomed to in recent years.

The kindest way to look at it would
be to see it as a favour which England
might have to return sometime soon
when India need it. Unless this was a
way of the BCCI saying ‘Thank You’ for

It has meant there is no need for ar-
bitration or for the International Crick-
et Council to come into it. India might
have felt they were not standing on
firm enough legal ground, and were
thus susceptible to a compromise that
didn’t give them much. 

Worst-case scenario
What was the worst-case scenario? En-
gland being declared winners without
a ball being bowled? In that case the se-
ries score of 2-2 would always appear in
the record books with an asterisk to in-
dicate that one of the Tests hadn’t ac-
tually been played on the field. 

The only ‘positive’ to take from this
(as losing captains say at the end-of-
match interview) is that the BCCI can
lose the odd argument now and then.
Perhaps it is good for cricket. We will
have to await payback time…

Test later.

Advantage England
From this distance, England hold the
advantage on the field too. India will
have to start their preparations, both
physical and mental, all over again.
Both teams will struggle to rediscover
the intensity that marked the first four-
fifths of the series. India could have re-
turned to play a white-ball series
(which wasn’t in the original itinerary),
but to mix it with a single red-ball
match in a bid for continuity is strange. 

For a series that was abandoned in
September 2021 after four of five Tests,
to be resumed in July 2022 indicates
that the team leading at the break go in-
to it with everything to lose and noth-
ing to gain. England have given them-
selves the best chance to level the
series following their diplomatic coup.

England returning to India to play Test
matches following the Mumbai terro-
rist attacks of 2008. That was a won-
derful gesture from the Englishmen;
perhaps this can be seen as one even if
not quite as wonderful, by the Indians.

Money, television and diplomacy
apart, this is, in real terms no fifth Test.
Imagine an athletics meet where so-
mething happens off field and the
100m run is called off halfway. It will be
no one’s argument that when everyth-
ing resumes after a week or a year that
only the last 50m be run to decide the
fastest man of the meet. As I wrote in
this column when the issue first arose,
don’t artificially tag on a Test to the se-
ries. The tension of a developing series
is lost, the build-up dissipated, teams
change. Playing the final Test next year
is as ridiculous as deciding to play the
washed out fifth day’s play of the first

Diplomatic coup gives England chance to square series
The intriguing issue is how ECB managed to put one over on the BCCI

BETWEEN WICKETS
suresh menon

Men’s T20 World Cup: Star
Sports 1 (SD & HD), 3.30 p.m.
& 7.30 p.m.

TV PICKS

Celta Vigo beats Getafe
MADRID

Celta Vigo defeated
last-placed Getafe 3-0 in the
LaLiga on Monday.
The result: Getafe 0 lost to
Celta Vigo 3 (Mina 55, 73,
Aspas 58). PTI

P. Harikrishna leads a 10-
man Indian squad in the
year’s richest Swiss League
event — the $425,000 FIDE
Chess.com Grand Swiss —
beginning at Riga, Latvia on
Wednesday.

In the women’s section,
which offers $125,000 in
prize money. D. Harika
spearheads the five-mem-
ber Indian team.

The creamy layer of the
event is formed by World
No. 2 Fabiano Caruana
(USA), Levon Aronian (Ar-
menia), Alireza Firouzja and
Maxime Vachier-Lagrave
(both France).

Besides the seventh seed
Harikrishna, other mem-
bers of the Indian squad are,
B. Adhiban, Nihal Sarin, D.

Gukesh, K. Sasikiran, Arjun
Erigaisi, S.P. Sethuraman, R.
Praggnanandhaa, Surya
Shekhar Ganguly and Rau-
nak Sadhwani.

Among the women, apart
from fourth seed Harika, the
other Indians are R. Vaisha-
li, Padmini Rout, Vantika
Agarwal and Divya
Deshmukh.

From this elite competi-
tion, the top two finishers
qualify for the 2022 Candi-
dates tournament while the
rest from the top-eight will
get to play in the 2022 FIDE
Grand Prix.

The winner receives
$70,000 while even those
finishing between the 31st
and 40th places will get
$2,000. In the women’s sec-
tion, the winner gets
$20,000 and those occupy-
ing between 16th and 20th
places receive $2,000.

Harikrishna, Harika lead
Indian challenge

CHESS
RAKESH RAO

NEW DELHI

Bopanna and Shapovalov
advance 
ST. PETERSBURG

Rohan Bopanna and Denis
Shapovalov knocked out
second seeded Raven Klaasen
and Ben McLachlan 7-5, 6-4
in the first round of the
$932,370 ATP tennis
tournament here.
Other results: WTA,
Courmayeur, Italy: Allyson
Riske (USA) bt Ankita Raina
6-1, 6-1. Doubles: Eri Hozumi
(Jpn) & Shuai Zhang (Chn) bt
Rosalie van der HOek (Ned) &
Ankita 6-3, 1-1 (retired).

Paras Dahiya overcame an
energetic Karan Singh,
scripting a 6-2, 7-5 victory in
the men’s first round of the
Fenesta National tennis
championship at the DLTA
Complex here on Tuesday.

A trainee of the Altevol
Academy in Ahmedabad,
fourth seeded Dahiya had
spent the last few weeks in
Germany to develop his
game. He was sharp to
bounce back in both the sets,
after Karan had taken the in-
itiative with early breaks.

Dahiya recovered his
touch to win the first set after
being down 2-0, even as
Singh lost his focus to a
string of questionable line
calls, most of which went
against him.

In the second set, Singh,
the national junior cham-
pion, looked to have re-
gained his rhythm, but lost

his grip after being up 4-0.
Quite remarkably, Dahiya

won three games without
dropping a point to reach

3-4, and dropped only five
points in winning the last
four games of the match.

A wiry left-hander who
whips his shots and serves
with a relish, former national
champion Siddharth Vishwa-
karma broke little sweat in
knocking out second seed
Ishaque Eqbal for the loss of
four games.

Another former national
champion, Vishnu Vardhan
got past Adil Kalyanpur, who
had been out of the circuit in
recent weeks. Vishnu will
face third seed Nitin Kumar
Sinha in the second round.

In the women’s event,
Vanshita Pathania rallied
with her forceful game to
beat four-time National
champion Prerna Bhambri
in three sets.

Smriti Bhasin was equally
resilient in prevailing over
sixth seed Mihika Yadav in

three sets.

The results (first round): Men:
Niki Poonacha bt Sai Karteek
Reddy 6-4, 6-3; Faisal Qamar bt
Vivek Gautam 6-2, 6-3; Jatin
Dahiya bt Parikshit Somani 6-1,
6-2; Paras Dahiya bt Karan
Singh 6-2, 7-5; Abhinav Sanjeev
Shanmugam bt Chandril Sood
6-1, 6-3; Vishnu Vardhan bt Adil
Kalyanpur 6-4, 6-3; Nitin Ku-
mar Sinha bt Neeraj Yashpaul
6-1, 6-1; Kaza Vinayak Sharma
bt Boopathy Sakthivel 6-4, 6-1;
Siddharth Vishwakarma bt Ish-
aque Eqbal 6-1, 6-3.

Women: Sudipta Senthil Kumar
bt Priyanshi Bhandari 6-3, 7-6
(1); Vanshita Pathania bt Prerna
Bhambri 2-6, 7-5, 6-1; Shruti
Ahlawat bt Pooja Ingale 6-0,
6-2; Sharmada Balu bt Rishika
Sunkara 6-1, 1-0 (retired); Sra-
vya Shivani bt S Srinidhi 6-3,
7-5; Smriti Bhasin bt Mihika Ya-
dav 7-6(10, 5-7, 6-4; Farhat
Aleen Qamar bt Shefali Arora
6-2, 6-0; Vaidehi Chaudhari bt
Niyati Kukreti 6-3, 6-0.

Paras Dahiya rallies well to get past Karan Singh
Vanshita Pathania rallies to beat four-time champion Prerna Bhambri

TENNIS
kamesh srinivasan

NEW DELHI

Battling on: Dahiya was sharp to bounce back in both the sets
after Karan took early breaks. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Kushagra Rawat and Srihari
Nataraj opened their cam-
paigns at the 74th senior Na-
tional aquatic champion-
ships in style, rewriting the
National records in 400m
freestyle and 100m back-
stroke events respectively, at
the Basavanagudi Aquatic
Centre on Tuesday.

Delhi’s Kushagra beat his
nearest rival, Aneesh Gowda
of Karnataka, by nearly six
seconds, touching the pad in
3:53.68, and in the process
shaved 1.25 off Sajan Pra-
kash’s previous record mark. 

Olympian and Karnataka’s
lead swimmer Srihari lo-
wered his own previous best
from the 2019 Nationals by
just over half a second, com-
ing home in 55.10.

One more mark
Srihari later joined his team-
mates R. Sambhavv, Aneesh
and Tanish George Mathew
to erase the 4x200m frees-

tyle record set in 2016 by
Railways, as Karnataka
emerged victorious with a
timing of 7:37.65, nearly
eight seconds faster than
Railways’ time. 

In the day’s much-antici-
pated race, the women’s
100m backstroke, Karnata-
ka’s Ridhima Veerendra Ku-

mar, all of 14, beat Olympian
Maana Patel by nearly one
second, taking the gold in
1:04:40.

At the 2019 Nationals, Rid-
hima was handed the 100m
backstroke gold after winner
Maana was disqualified for a
false start. 

But to take the gold after

beating the current National
record holder and a swim-
mer six years her senior,
would feel special.

“I was not scared as such
and took it as a challenge,”
said Ridhima after the win. 

“I just swam my race and
thought only of bettering my
own time.

“I am a sprinter, so my
first 50m is always faster. I
have seen her (Maana) races
and she is experienced and is
a lot faster in the second
50m. So, I knew that I had to
push myself more.”

Elsewhere, the seasoned
Sajan Prakash, who is com-
ing back from a shoulder in-

jury, took the gold in men’s
50m butterfly with a timing
of 24.90.

The results: 

Men: 400m freestyle: Kusha-
gra Rawat (Del), 3:53.68 (NMR;
OR: 3:54.93, Sajan Prakash,
2018); 100m backstroke: Sriha-
ri Nataraj (Kar), 55:10 (NMR;
OR: 55.63, Srihari Nataraj,
2019).

200m breaststroke: M. Lohit
(RSPB), 2:19.00; 50m butterfly:
Sajan Prakash (Police), 24:90;
4x200m freestyle: Karnataka,
7:37.65 (NMR; OR: 7:45.24,
RSPB, 2016).

Women: 400m freestyle: Shi-
vangi Sarma (Asm), 4:31.86;
100m backstroke: Ridhima
Veerendra Kumar (Kar),
1:04.40. 200m breaststroke:
Apeksha Fernandes (Mah),
2:45.97; 50m butterfly: Rujuta
Khade (Mah), 28.38; 4x200m
freestyle: Karnataka, 9:08.02.

Water polo: Men: Punjab 18 bt
Assam 0; Kerala 14 bt Manipur
2; Maharashtra 24 bt Karnataka
9; RSPB 22 bt Police 5; Bengal
17 bt Haryana 1; Women: Karna-
taka 19 bt Manipur 1; Police 9 bt
Kerala 7; Maharashtra 15 bt Ma-
nipur 0.

Kushagra and Srihari rewrite National records
14-year-old Ridhima beats Olympian Maana for women’s 100m backstroke gold

AQUATICS

Commanding win: Kushagra Rawat beat his nearest rival by
nearly six seconds in the 400m freestyle. * K. MURALI KUMAR

Improved timing: Srihari lowered his own previous best in the
100m backstroke. * K. MURALI KUMAR

N. Sudarshan 

BENGALURU

Shiva Thapa (63.5kg) en-
tered the second round,
while debutant Deepak Boh-
ria (51kg) advanced to the
pre-quarterfinals of the AI-
BA World boxing champion-
ships after dominating vic-
tories in their opening bouts
on Tuesday.

Five-time Asian medallist
Thapa produced a fine tacti-
cal performance to prevail
5-0 against Kenya’s Victor
Nyadera, while Asian silver-
medallist Bohria was equal-
ly dominant against Kyrgyz-
stan’s Azat Usenaliev, notch-
ing up a 5-0 win.

Thapa, who won a
bronze at the showpiece
event in 2015, will face Sier-
ra Leone’s John Brown on
October 30 in the round of
32.

Bohria has a tougher task

at hand on November 1 as he
will be up against Kazakh-
stan’s Saken Bibossinov, an
Olympic and World cham-
pionships bronze-medallist.

Easy beginning
Meanwhile on Monday
night, debutant Akash Sang-
wan (67kg) sailed into the
second round with a com-
prehensive 5-0 victory over
Turkey’s Furkan Adem to
set up a bout with Germa-
ny’s Deniel Krotter.

Another debutant Rohit
Mor (57kg) gave India a win-
ning start by out-punching
Ecuador’s Jean Caicedo 5-0
in a confident opening-
round performance. Next
up for him is Bosnia and
Herzegovina’s Alen Rahimic

Asian champion Sanjeet
(92kg), along with Sachin
Kumar (80kg), received a
first-round bye.

Indian pugilists notch up
facile wins at the Worlds
Press Trust of India

Belgrade

Four Indians qualified for
show jumping equestrian
event of next year’s Asian
Games after winning the
first selection trials here on
Tuesday.

Pranay Khare, Kaevaan
Setalvad, Zahan Setalvad
and Yashaan Khambatta
are the four and they will
be accompanied by five
horses — Vanilla Sky, Alas-
dair, Quintus Z, Lorenzo
and El Capitan — in the
2022 Games.

The Setalvad brothers —
Kaevaan and Zahan — had
represented India in the
2018 Asian Games.

Asiad: Four
Indians
qualify for
show jumping
Press Trust of India

BENGALURU

Peter Anand and Nimmy A.
George did India proud at
the World amateur chess
championship at Rhodes
Island, Greece. 

Peter emerged the
champion in the un-
der-2000 (FIDE rating) ca-
tegory, while Nimmy fin-
ished runner-up among
women in the under-2300. 

Peter emerges
champion
Special Correspondent

KOZHIKODE

The FIH men’s junior hock-
ey World Cup, beginning
here on November 24, will
be held behind closed
doors as the organisers feel
it will be difficult to enforce
COVID-19 protocols if spec-
tators turn up in large
numbers.

The tournament will be
played at the Kalinga Stadi-
um from Nov. 24 to Dec. 5
and host India is the de-
fending champion.

Jr. hockey WC
to be held
behind closed
doors
Press Trust of India

Bhubaneswar 

Young Asian championships
bronze medallist Jaismine
Lamboria shocked World
championships medallist
Simranjit Kaur in one of the
biggest upsets of the Nation-
al women’s boxing cham-
pionships at the St. Joseph’s
International School here on
Tuesday.

The Bhiwani girl recorded
a 3-2 win over her Olympian
opponent in a 60kg semifi-
nal bout to set up a title clash
with seasoned Railways box-
er Meena Rani.

The lanky Jaismine used
her long reach to deliver
punches and stay out of Sim-
ranjit’s grasp. She moved
nicely to minimize the dam-
age from her experienced
rival’s precise combinations.

Simranjit’s protest over
the result was not accepted.

“I did not get overawed by

Simranjit’s stature. I just fo-
cused on giving my 100 per-
cent,” said Jaismine, who
had recovered from a bout of
COVID-19 to reach the final
in her first competition in
60kg.

Rookie boxer Renu
stunned Worlds medallist Ja-
muna Boro 5-0 in a 54kg con-
test. Renu boxed from a dis-
tance and relied on her
counter-attacks to keep Ja-

muna at bay and reach the fi-
nal on her debut.
The results (semifinals): 48kg:
Manju Rani (RSPB) bt S.Kalaiva-
ni (TN) 5-0, Nitu (Har) bt Laxmi
(Del) 5-0.
50kg: Komal (Pun) bt Neha Bai
(Jha) 3-2, Anamika (RSPB) bt
Puja Bishnoi (Raj) RSC-R2.
52kg: Nikhat Zareen (Tel) bt
Rashi Sharma (UP) 5-0, Mi-
nakshi (RSPB) bt Jyoti Gulia
(RSPB) 3-2.
54kg: Renu (Har) bt Jamuna

Boro (Asm) 5-0, Shiksha (RSPB)
bt Monika (Chd) 5-0.
57kg: Manisha Moun (AIP) bt
Samim Banu (Man) 5-0, Sonia
Lather (RSPB) bt Poonam (Har)
5-0.
60kg: Jaismine Lamboria (Har)
bt Simranjit Kaur (Pun) 3-2,
Meena Rani (RSPB) bt Krosh-
mangaihsangi (Miz) 4-1.
63kg: Monika (RSPB) bt Neema
(Chd) 5-0, Parveen (Har) bt
Deepika Raipalto (HP) 5-0.
66kg: Anjali Tushir (Del) bt An-
kushita Boro (Asm) 5-0, Jyoti
(RSPB) bt Niharika Gonella (Tel)
4-1.
70kg: Arundhati Choudhary
(Raj) bt Shrisha Jampula (Goa)
RSC-R1, Pooja (RSPB) bt Suman
(AIP) 5-0.
75kg: Saweety Boora (Har) bt
Sanamacha Chanu (Man) 5-0,
Bhagyabati Kachari (RSPB) bt
Shalakha Singh (Del) 5-0.
81kg: Pooja Rani (Har) bt Lal-
fakmawii Ralte (Miz) 5-0, Nu-
pur (RSPB) bt Jigyasa Rajput
(MP) 5-0.
81+kg: Nandini (RSPB) bt Kan-
waljit Kaur (Pun) 5-0, Neha
(Har) bt Kavita Goyat (AIP) 4-1.

Jaismine stuns Simranjit; Renu bests Jamuna
BOXING

Cashing in: Jaismine, right, used a long reach to her advantage
against Simranjit. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Y.B. Sarangi

HISAR

Antetokounmpo shines
as Bucks down Pacers
LOS ANGELES

Giannis Antetokounmpo
finished with 30 points, 10
rebounds and nine assists as
Milwaukee Bucks made the
most of Indiana Pacers’ errors
to win 119-109 in an NBA
match-up on Monday.
The results: Hornets 129 lost
to Celtics 140 (OT); Pacers
109 lost to Bucks 119; Hawks
122 bt Pistons 104; Nets 104
bt Wizards 90; Heat 107 bt
Orlando Magic 90; Raptors
108 lost to Bulls 111;
Timberwolves 98 lost to
Pelicans 107 Nuggets 87 lost
to Cavaliers 99; Clippers 116
bt Trail Blazers 86. AFP

Princepal picked by
Stockton Kings
BENGALURU

Basketball player Princepal
Singh has been selected by
the Stockton Kings in the
2021 G League draft. He was
the fifth pick in the third
round of the draft. Stockton
Kings is the G League affiliate
of NBA team Sacramento
Kings. Princepal, a graduate
of the NBA Academy India,
was part of the Sacramento
Kings Summer League roster
this year. Sacramento Kings is
owned by Indian-American
businessman Vivek Ranadive.
The G League is the NBA’s
official minor league.

IN BRIEF

Quarterfinalists spotted
in DGC league
NEW DELHI: 

After under two weeks of
action, the quarterfinalists
are ready to clash in a
knockout format in the
inaugural Delhi Golf Club
league here.
The quarterfinals are
scheduled on Wednesday,
semifinals on Friday and final
on Sunday at the Delhi Golf
Club course.
In the league stage, 18 teams
were divided into four groups
and two from each group
qualified for the
quarterfinals. In the playoffs,
each team will field seven
pairs (14 players) in a match.
The team with higher
match-points wins.
Quarterfinal line-up: Delhi
Tigers-Tee Birds; Bajaj
Foundation-K Devils; Coca
Cola-BMW; Baale
Golf-Athletic Drive.
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