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Addressing the first session
of the G20 summit on “Glo-
bal Economy and Global
Health” in Rome, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi spoke
about the need for a collabo-
rative approach to fight the
COVID-19 pandemic. 

At the summit of the lead-
ers of world’s major econo-
mies, Mr. Modi highlighted
India’s contribution during
the COVID-19 pandemic as it
ensured medical supplies to
over 150 countries.

Highlighting the need for
resilient global supply
chains, Mr. Modi invited G20
countries to invest in India
for supply chain diversifica-
tion and global recovery
from the pandemic. 

“Prime Minister spoke for
the resilient global supply
chains and mentioned In-
dia’s bold economic reforms
and lowering of the cost of
doing business in India,” Fo-
reign Secretary Harsh Vard-
han Shringla said, briefing
the media in Rome. 

“He spoke about our vi-
sion of One Earth, One
Health,” said Mr. Shringla,
emphasising that the fight
against future pandemics re-
quires “comprehensive glo-
bal solutions”. 

Prime Minister Modi ap-
preciated the G20’s push to
make global trade more
transparent by introducing a
global minimum corporate
tax of 15% that will prevent
tax evasion and money
laundering.

“India has not only vacci-

nated over a billion persons,
but will be able to produce
more than five billion vac-
cine doses that will reduce
vaccine inequity in the deve-
loping world,” said Mr.
Shringla.

PM calls for united fight
against COVID at G20 
Modi highlights India’s contributions during the pandemic
Kallol Bhattacherjee 

NEW DELHI

New equation: Prime Minister Narendra Modi, left, meeting
Pope Francis at the Vatican on Saturday. * AP

The Centre is committed to
releasing funds for proper
implementation of its flag-
ship Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS), the Rural Deve-
lopment Ministry said on Sa-
turday. The statement comes
a day after The Hindu had re-
ported that the scheme faces
a negative net balance of
₹8,686 crore, including pay-

ments due.
“The Government of India

is committed to release
funds for wage and material
payments for proper imple-
mentation of the scheme, as
per the provisions of the Act
and guidelines applicable for
the Central Government and
the State Governments.
Whenever additional fund is
required, the Ministry of Fi-
nance is requested to pro-
vide the funds,” said the Mi-
nistry, adding that last year,

the Finance Ministry had al-
located ₹50,000 crore addi-
tional funds over and above
the initial budget estimate.

As The Hindu had report-
ed, such supplementary
budget allocations can only
be approved by the next ses-

sion of Parliament, which is
scheduled to begin in a
month’s time. “Fund release
towards wage and material is
a continuous process,” said
the Ministry, noting that the
initial budget allocation for
the current financial year
was 18% higher than the bud-
get estimate for the previous
year.

“During the current FY, so
far over ₹63,793 crore have
been released for the imple-
mentation of the scheme.
Currently, ₹8,921 crore funds
are available, which can
meet the wage liability equal
to this current availability.”

MGNREGS funding to continue: Govt.
This comes after The Hindu’s report of
a negative net balance of ₹8,686 crore

A file photo of workers
engaged in desilting work in
Visakhapatnam. * K.R. DEEPAK

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) will contact
the authorities in Iran to
gather information in con-
nection with the 3,000-kg
heroin seizure by the Di-
rectorate of Revenue Intel-
ligence at Mundra port in
Gujarat this September.

“The NIA has received
all the documents from the
DRI for further probe into
the links of those involved
in the case,” said an
official.

NIA to contact
Iran over 
drug heist
Devesh K Pandey

NEW DELHI

A turnout of between 50%
to over 81% was recorded on
Saturday in byelections to
three Lok Sabha seats and
29 Assembly seats spread
across 13 States and one Un-
ion Territory. The Con-
gress’s Pratibha Singh, wife
of the late Virbhadra Singh,
former Chief Minister, and
Abhay Chautala of the In-
dian National Lok Dal
(INLD) are among the pro-
minent candidates in the
fray.

Officials said polling in all

the States was peaceful and
held under the COVID-19
protocol. Ellenabad in Ha-
ryana recorded 81% polling. 

Byelections to 3 LS, 29
Assembly seats peaceful
81% polling in Haryana’s Ellenabad
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Voters at a polling station,
during the Tarapur Assembly
bypolls, in Munger. * PTI
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Pope Francis, the head of
the Catholic Church, has
accepted Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s invite to
visit India. The invite was
extended during a meeting

between the two dignitaries
in the Vatican on Saturday. 

The Pope described the
invite as “the greatest gift”,
said Foreign Secretary
Harsh Vardhan Shringla.

Pope accepts India’s invite
special correspondent

NEW DELHI
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Exercising franchise: A woman shows her identity card while returning home using a ropeway over a river after casting her
vote in the Mandi Lok Sabha byelection in Himachal Pradesh’s Kullu district on Saturday. * ANI

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

Going the extra mile

Contesting all 403 seats in its
very first outing in Uttar Pra-
desh, the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) wants to cast its net
wide beyond a particular re-
ligion or caste, yet at the
same time, it is not shrinking
away from its saffron hues,
as its national convener Ar-
vind Kejriwal last week in-
itiated the party’s campaign
with a visit to the Ram Tem-
ple in Ayodhya. 

Party leader in charge of
U.P. and Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Singh said the prim-
ary vote plank will be the
‘Delhi Model’ of governance.
The AAP has already pro-
mised 300 units of free elec-
tricity. The next rounds of
the poll campaign will be fo-
cused on rising unemploy-
ment, decrepitude of U.P.
Government schools and the

State’s crumbling health in-
frastructure, he said. 

For now, though, it is Mr.
Kejriwal’s temple run that is
making news, not the ‘Delhi
Model’. Mr. Singh said,
“Should we leave temples in
the hands of adharmi [sin-
ners]? Should we leave reli-
gion in the sole ownership of
those who utilise it to spread
communal tension? Is Yogi
Adityanath the gatekeeper of
the Ram Temple?”

He alleged that there was

corruption in the acquisition
of a piece of land by the Ram
Temple trust in March. 

He said, “We have been
working for nearly two years
in the State. It is a sign of the
Government’s nervousness
about our presence that they
have slapped 17 cases on me,
including that of sedition.” 

The party is more than
ready to take on the BJP, Mr.
Singh said. “For 170 seats, we
have announced our proba-
ble candidates and we are

going to announce the next
set of names soon,” he said.

Importantly, the party be-
lieves it will perform better
than the Congress. “In the
recent panchayat elections,
we got 40 lakh votes and
won 83 seats, while the Con-
gress could only secure 59
seats,” Mr. Singh said. 

‘Record of defeating BJP’
If the BJP is the key oppo-
nent, would it have been bet-
ter to work with the other
Opposition parties rather
than going it alone? Mr.
Singh says an emphatic no.
“We have a proven record of
defeating the BJP. We did it
twice in Delhi. And whichev-
er State we have fought in,
the BJP has lost,” he said.

The AAP, however, is yet
to reveal its chief ministerial
candidate. The party is fac-
ing a similar problem in Pun-
jab, with its Delhi leader
Raghav Chadha being a more
prominent face than the par-
ty’s State leaders. “We will
reveal it when the right time
comes,” Mr. Singh said.

AAP to project Delhi model for U.P. election
Party’s saffron
shadow looms
large ahead of first
outing in State

Stiff challenge: U.P. Police detaining AAP MP Sanjay Singh ahead
of the party’s 'Tiranga Yatra' in Varanasi last week. * FILE PHOTO

Sobhana K. Nair

NEW DELHI

Started in 2016 with claims
of pioneering a social
movement and breaching an
enormous taboo — offering
to provide a hotel room for a
very short stay for couples —
StayUncle has stayed the
course.

The name of the start-up,
a play on then dominant
Internet hosting service, Go
Daddy, and perhaps, a nod
to ‘uncles and aunties’ who
have been at the vanguard of
upholding middle-class
morals, StayUncle, is
considering a name change
to reflect its anti-patriarchal,
anti-caste, gender-neutral
and inter-faith credo.

“While the name was just
an on-the-spur kind of a
thing, the time is now right
for a name change,” said

Amit Sharma, the CEO of
StayUncle, where everyone
goes by the suffix of ‘aunty’
or ‘uncle’. 

Operating today in 40
cities and with linkages with
1,800 five-star, four-star and
three-star hotels, the
start-up is by no means the
first in the hospitality
business to offer a ‘no
questions asked’ stay. OYO
had started its relationship
mode a couple of years ago.

But with an aggressive

positioning of the brand and
single-minded focus on
couples, and a cheeky
tagline post-COVID — “We
are clean to get you dirty” —
the managers of the start-up
are not worried about the
comparison. Neither are
they apologetic about their
tagline. 

Obstacle course 
“We are singularly focused
on couples,” reminded
Sanchit Sethi, the co-founder
of the start-up. To this end,
the entire process of booking
a room is literally a phone
call and an app away. No
questions asked other than
preferences according to the
customer’s budget. An
identification document,
namely driver’s licence or
Aaadhar is, however,
necessary at the time of

booking a hotel.
Couples from different

religions or castes in India
have long faced hurdles —
from family opposition to
death threats, some even
paying with their lives — for
daring to fall in love. Moral
policing has reared its head
in major cities in North
India, making it virtually
impossible for couples even
to be seen in public places.

However, StayUncle has
managed to steer clear of
such controversies by what it
calls ‘sensitising’ its
partners. 

“We carry out sensitising
exercises with the hotels and
tell them that caste and
religion is not their business
to meddle with,” said Mr.
Sethi, a BITS Pilani graduate.
The first two years did see
threats over the phone and

odd-demonstrations by
people airing their concern
about the corrupting
influence of StayUncle.

‘Real challenge’
“The real challenge before
us was to persuade hotels to
be LGBT-friendly. It took us a
long time to win them over
along with the help of an
NGO,” he recalled. 

And business was not
really easy for the odd
bunch of fresh graduates
who fancied themselves as
relationship managers, after
managing short stays of
business professionals to
begin with. 

“The first 20 hotels we
reached out to said a flat
‘no’. The 21st hotel in
Greater Kailash said ‘yes’
and from there, there was no
turning back,” Mr. Sethi said. 
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The good business of intimate spaces

Anuradha Raman 

New Delhi

Providing safe spaces for couples through micro-renting of hotel rooms has overcome taboos to be successful 

Sanchit Sethi

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Saturday charged
the Congress with playing
appeasement politics.

Addressing a public rally
in Dehradun, he said when
he visited the city earlier
during the Congress’s reign,
his convoy got stranded and
he was told that on Fridays,
there was permission to
block the national highway
to allow ‘namaz’.

“They even thought of
giving a break on Friday...
those who indulge in ap-
peasement can never work
for ‘devabhoomi’,” he said.

Mr. Shah sought another
term for the BJP for conti-
nued development of Utta-
rakhand, which is set to go
to the polls in the first quar-
ter of 2022. He said the Con-
gress captured power to

merely enjoy it, went back
on its poll promises and nev-
er worked for the welfare of
the poor. Its leaders were
missing in action during pu-
blic crises such as floods and
COVID-19, but would congre-
gate for dharnas, protests
and press conferences on
different issues just ahead of
elections, Mr. Shah said.

During the BJP rule, he
said Uttarakhand recorded
development on all fronts. It
was one of the few States to

have achieved 100% first
dose of COVID-19 vaccina-
tion. Swift rescue operations
were conducted by the State
administration during the
recent natural disasters. The
BJP had fulfilled about 85%
of the promises made in its
election manifesto, he said.

New scheme launched
Under the Ghasyari Kalyan
Yojana, which he launched
on Saturday, nutritious fod-
der would be provided to
cattle owners. He said the in-
itiative would help in im-
proving milk production. 

Mr. Shah said all rural so-
cieties had been computer-
ised and they were being
linked to banks at the dis-
trict and State levels. The
National Bank for Agricul-
ture and Rural Development
would prevent embezzle-
ment of funds, he said.

‘Congress practised appeasement’
Amit Shah seeks second term for BJP in Uttarakhand 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Amit Shah at an event in
Dehradun on Saturday. * PTI

While India has streng-
thened its defences as well
as added offensive ele-
ments to its military pos-
ture in the Tawang sector
of Arunachal Pradesh, the
massive Chinese infras-
tructure development and
troop build-up in the Rest
of Arunachal Pradesh
(RALP) area is a matter of
concern, and efforts are on
by the Indian side to ad-
dress it, according to sever-
al officers.

‘Chinese
build-up matter 
of concern’
Dinakar Peri

NEW DELHI
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Traders demand proper
space for street vendors
NEW DELHI

A day after the Delhi High
Court pulled up the State
Government over its “poor
implementation” of The
Street Vendors Act, 2014,
traders welcomed the
development, while street
vendors expressed their
discontent over the issue.

CITY " PAGE 2
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Decision to leave Cong. 
is final, says Amarinder
CHANDIGARH

Former Punjab CM Amarinder
Singh on Saturday dismissed
reports of back-end talks
with the Congress, saying 
the time for rapprochement
is over and his decision to
leave the party is final.
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Over a hundred children in the Capital were or-
phaned while an estimated 2,500 to 3,000 lost a
parent to COVID-19, from the time it assumed pan-
demic proportions till a little after the conclusion
of its devastating second wave, according to Delhi
Government statistics. 

The Department of Women and Child Develop-
ment (WCD) identified over 250 orphaned children
and over 6,000 children left with a single parent
between March 2020 and August 16 this year.
Around 40% of them, in both categories, are un-
derstood to have been impacted by COVID-19. 

In need of care, protection
Dr. Rashmi Singh, special secretary-cum-director,
WCD and Social Welfare, said inquiries regarding
all children identified as having been orphaned
had been completed and over 230 of them were
declared in need of care and protection. In single-
parent cases, of the over 5,500 cases, over 5,000
were declared in need of care and protection. 

“The mandate of the department is to identify
and ensure that children found to be vulnerable for
whichever reason must receive care and protec-
tion. The need to enhance the identification and a
focused response towards such children was
heightened due to the pandemic,” Ms. Singh said. 

“In addition to stepping up our efforts to identi-
fy them through existing means such as local intel-
ligence, during the second wave, we went to the ex-
tent of making public appeals through garbage
collection vehicles operated by various civic bo-
dies, asking for help in finding children in need of
assistance on helpline number 1098,” she added. 

The WCD has begun child-centric convergence-
cum-facilitation camps where stakeholders are
brought on a common platform to facilitate com-
pletion of procedural requirements for access to
schemes and services. These range from opening
of bank accounts of minors and declaring of guar-
dians to Aadhaar enrolment among others. 

‘COVID left over 100
children orphaned’
Nearly 3K lost a parent: Govt. data
Jatin Anand

New Delhi

There was a time when a sa-
tisfying meal meant a grea-
sy burger eaten with a large
dollop of pumpkin sauce at
a small college canteen. The
buns and the vegetable pat-
ty were fried, but the onion
rings and tomato slices that
embraced the patty were
fresh and gave a crunch to
the burger. Those were sim-
ple days, when gourmet
burger was an oxymoron.

Cut to today, and I am
overwhelmed by the kind of
burgers that chefs are offer-
ing us. A few days ago, I
tried out the burgers of
Louis Burger, a new cloud
kitchen run by Zorawar Kal-
ra, an entrepreneur who
truly knows his food. He
runs a multi-restaurant out-
fit called Massive Restau-
rants. After launching Louis
Burger in Mumbai, the Del-
hi chapter was opened ear-
lier this month.

Patty, the real McCoy
I had a sampling – and
found them delicious. The
buns were soft and milk-
washed; the fries were
thick, crisp and peri-peri

flavoured, if you like them
spicy (and plain, if you
don’t). But the real McCoy
was the patty – prepared
with ingredients varying
from lamb and double buff
to grilled chicken and va-
rious kinds of mushrooms.

There is a lot to choose
from: the Smash Lamb
Cheese Burger is a juicy
lamb patty with Emmental
cheese; the Classic Chicken
Burger is flavoured with ho-
ney mustard and the Grilled

FOOD SPOT Gourmet burgers
with a touch of gold

rahul verma

A new cloud kitchen run by
Zorawar Kalra is offering a
range of delectable burgers to
choose from

AF (air-fried) Chicken Burg-
er has truffle mayo with
cheddar. The prices range
from ₹215 to ₹888, and the
food is delivered through
Swiggy and Zomato.

The vegetable burgers
are worth trying out. The
Farm House Burger has va-
rious kinds of veggies with
mozzarella, pickled onion
and a hot sauce. The Vegan
Gratitude Burger consists of
beets, refried beans, sweet
potato, jalapeno, confit to-

mato and vegan mayo. The
jalapeno gave a nice kick to
the burger, while the beets
gave it a sweet touch. The
fried chicken wings (₹195)
are superb. The chicken
pieces are deliciously
plump, and the coating is
crunchy and hot, with a pa-
prika rub.

The burger that troubled
me somewhat was the Louis
Grand Royale (₹888). As a
burger it was delicious, for
it had a flavourful buff patty
(you can ask for lamb) with
truffle, cheddar and shime-
ji. What didn’t work for me
was the thin gold warq
sheet on top of the bun.
Who wants gold on their
burger? Its vegetarian ver-
sion is the Truffletake Burg-
er – consisting of shiitake
and shimeji mushrooms,
truffle, English cheddar,
parmesan, gold warq and
truffle oil. Again, the mush-
rooms were delectable but
the gold completely unne-
cessary. If you ignore the
warq, the fare is delicious. 

I was so inspired by
Louis Burger that the next
evening I organised an in-
house burger meal for us. I
put a slice of Amul cheese,
some moist ham and a crisp
lettuce leaf between two
small buns, and made a
happy meal out of a hastily
prepared burger. The only
thing missing, alas, was the
pumpkin sauce.

A 59-year-old woman has been arrested for her al-
leged involvement in the store item purchase
scam at AIIMS, the police said on Saturday. 

The accused, identified as Sneh Rani Gupta, a
resident of Pitampura, misappropriated ₹13.8
crore for purchasing linen items using forged sup-
ply orders, the police said. No actual supply of
items took place, and the payment was released
to the supplier firm in the name of M/s Sneh En-
terprises. This firm was a supplier and in business
with AIIMS since many years.

Woman arrested for ‘role’ 
in AIIMS purchase scam
Staff Reporter

New Delhi

Delhi University released its fourth cut-off list on
Saturday with unreserved category seats already
filled in some much sought-after colleges.

Since the first cut-off list was declared on Octob-
er 1, 63,504 students have secured admissions.

At Hansraj College, BA (Hons) economics, BA
(Hons) history and BCom (Hons) courses are still
open for admission while most of the other courses
are closed for the unreserved category.

Hindu College had closed admissions to BA
(Hons) philosophy after the first cut-off list but it
was opened under the special list with a cut-off of
97.75%. The minimum marks required for admis-
sion has come down by 0.25%.

Admission to all other courses at the college
have been closed.

DU releases fourth list
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

A day after the Delhi High
Court pulled up the city Go-
vernment over its “poor im-
plementation” of The Street
Vendors Act, 2014, members
of market associations across
the Capital said their “con-
cerns were taken into ac-
count”, while street vendors
expressed their discontent
over the development.

The High Court, while a
batch of petitions on the
Street Vendors Act on Friday,
had questioned the irregular-
ities in the representation of
market associations — Con-
naught Place, Sarojini Nagar,
Khan Market, Janpath and
Gole Market — in Town Vend-
ing Committees (TVC). 

“We have made multiple
efforts regarding the repre-
sentation in TVCs but the
Delhi Government has done
nothing for the representa-
tion of bigger markets. If
there is a committee of 30
people, there are only two
representatives from market
associations. There is no ba-
lance in representation and
this is a problem that exists

in Sarojini Nagar and Janpath
as well,” said Atul Bhargava,
president, New Delhi Trad-
ers Association, who had
filed the petition for removal
of “illegal” street vendors in
Connaught Place. He added
that while they were “not
against the livelihood” of
street vendors, a “proper
place” was required for them
to conduct their business. 

The TVCs — headed by
Municipal Commissioners —
comprise members repre-
senting street vendors, mar-
ket associations, traders as-

sociations and residents
welfare associations. Accord-
ing to the Street Vendors Act,
the TVCs look into the mat-
ters of street vendors.

Pramod Sharma, a mem-
ber of a market association in
Sarojini Nagar, said the “defi-
nition” of a street vendor un-
der the 2014 Act “remained
unclear”. “A street vendor’s
economic criteria must be
defined, otherwise any indi-
vidual can occupy space as
they like. It has been seven
years since the Act came into
force but there has been no

improvement.”

‘Define illegal vendors’
The street vendors, mean-
while, objected to the use of
the term “illegal vendors”.
Arbind Singh, president of
the National Association of
Street Vendors in India, said
while elected representatives
of street vendors have a
“40% presence in TVCs”, the
decision to implement their
“suggestions lie with the civ-
ic bodies”. 

“It seems that the city is
suddenly at war with the
street vendors who are fear-
ful about their livelihoods.
Who are ‘illegal vendors’ is a
question that the municipal
authorities and the police
should ask,” said Mr. Singh. 

He referred to Section 3.3
of the Street Vendors (Protec-
tion of Livelihood and Regu-
lation of Street Vending) Act,
2014, which states, “No
street vendor shall be evicted
or, as the case may be, relo-
cated till the survey specified
under sub-section (1) has
been completed and the cer-
tificate of vending is issued to
all street vendors.”

Proper place required for street
vendors, say market associations 
Traders welcome HC’s observation; vendors say they fear for their livelihoods

Muneef Khan

New Delhi

A vendor selling his wares in
Lajpat Nagar. * SANDEEP SAXENA

Hawkers can't impinge
upon others’ rights: HC
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Saturday said street vendors do
have a fundamental right “but
when they use a public way,
they impinge on someone else’s
right to walk”. The court, while
hearing petitions on the Street
Vendors Act, 2014, said
hawkers should get proper
places to sit and proper kiosks
in every market. “They should
have a proper licence. Then you
don’t have to pay ‘hafta’ to the
police,” the court said. PTI
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Timings

DELHI

SUNDAY, OCT. 31

RISE 06:32 SET 17:38

RISE 01:29 SET 14:59

MONDAY, NOV. 01

RISE 06:33 SET 17:37

RISE 02:29 SET 15:34

TUESDAY, NOV. 02

RISE 06:34 SET 17:36

RISE 03:32 SET 16:07

0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

The second airport for the
National Capital Region, Noi-
da International or Jewar air-
port, will seek to distinguish
itself from Delhi’s congested
Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport through “quick,
simple and easy” operations
that reduce turnaround time
for aircraft, says its CEO
Christoph Schnellmann.

Switzerland’s Zurich Air-
port International won the
bid in 2019 to build and oper-

ate the Noida International
Airport. It aims to award the
engineering, procurement
and construction contract
for the airport in the first
quarter of 2022, when the
construction work can begin
in full swing. The airport is
expected to start operations
from October 2024 with one
runway, one terminal build-
ing and a capacity to handle
1.2 crore passengers per an-
num. The airport will be de-
veloped in four phases, tak-
ing it to a capacity of 7 crore

passengers per annum by
2040.

‘Lower fuel burn’
“We have taken great pains
to design an airport that is
quick, simple and easy to use
for airlines as well as other
stakeholders such as cargo
and freight forwarders. The
design will allow higher rota-
tions that permit their air-
craft to spend more time in
the air, or that allow lower
fuel burn, resulting in lower
fuel costs,” Mr. Schnellmann

told The Hindu.
The design of the airport

will also ensure “mixed rota-
tions” so that an internation-
al flight can depart to anoth-
er domestic destination
without having to reposition
itself. The passenger termi-
nal, too, will be designed in a
manner to ensure easy
transfers for domestic and
international passengers.
The airport will also “stand
out” through the use of tech-
nology to offer a unique ex-
perience to its passengers.

The Noida International
Airport has been planned
with the intent to reduce
congestion at the IGI, which
is expected to see 11 crore
passengers per annum by
2024, the structural capacity
of the airport beyond which
it can’t be expanded.

“We expect to serve all
major metropolitan areas in
India from Noida Interna-
tional Airport and certainly a
large number of secondary
and regional destinations in
U.P.,” said the CEO. 

Airport to award EPC contract by first quarter of 2022; operations likely from October 2024
JAGRITI CHANDRA

NEW DELHI

Noida airport will be ‘quick and easy’ to use

A day after vehicular move-
ment started at Ghazipur
border, where farmers have
been protesting against the
new farm laws, the Tikri bor-
der also opened for smaller
vehicles on Saturday, the
police said.

“Bigger and commercial
vehicles are not allowed at

the moment because they’ll
get stuck ahead in the prot-
est,” a police officer said. The
police started removing the
barricades at the Tikri bor-
der on Thursday. There has
been no such development
at the Singhu border.

The protesting farmers
have welcomed the move as
they believe it paves way for
their entry into the Capital.

Staff Reporter 

NEW DELHI

After Ghazipur, Tikri
border opens for traffic

A day after the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
(DDMA) issued specific or-
ders prohibiting the obser-
vance of Chhath Puja on the
banks of the Yamuna, polit-
ics over the festival resur-
rected. 

While the BJP accused
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal of being anti-Purvanchal
and demanded that he con-
vene an emergency meeting
to discuss the issue, the Aam
Aadmi Party sought Lieute-

nant-Governor Anil Baijal’s
intervention to resolve the
issue. 

The celebration of Chhath
Puja, the DDMA ordered,
would be allowed only at de-
signated sites located outside
containment zones, subject
to certain restrictions. No
site for the observance of the
puja, according to the
DDMA, could be designated
on the banks of the Yamuna. 

“Respected Arvind Kejri-
wal, you are a member of the
DDMA. Why did you not say
anything in response to this

issue during the DDMA
meeting?” asked north-east
Delhi BJP Manoj Tiwari, who
also wrote to the Chief Minis-
ter regarding the prohibition
on the observance of Chhath
Puja. 

‘Why no proposal?’
“Why did your government
not table a proposal to allow
Chhath Puja on the river-
bank? You remained quiet
because you have been anti-
Chhath since the beginning.
No one from the BJP is a
member of the DDMA. If you

indeed move a proposal to
allow Chhath on the river-
bank, make it public,” he
added.

Mr. Tiwari demanded an
emergency meeting to dis-
cuss the issue with all the se-
ven BJP MPs from Delhi to
reach a solution. 

AAP MLA Sanjeev Jha,
meanwhile, wrote to Mr. Bai-
jal seeking an appointment
with him. 

He said that unlike other
pujas, Chhath Puja idols are
not immersed in the Yamuna
and won’t cause pollution.

BJP accuses Kejriwal of being anti-Purvanchal; AAP seeks L-G’s intervention

Special Correspondent 

New Delhi

Politics over Chhath Puja heats up

Delhi’s air quality conti-
nued to be in the “poor”
category for the fourth
consecutive day on Satur-
day, as per official data.

The effect of stubble
burning has come down
and the AQI is expected to
improve to ‘moderate’ le-
vel on Sunday due to
change in wind direction. 

AQI likely to
be ‘moderate’
Staff Reporter 

New Delhi 

Hospitals to use COVID
beds for dengue patients
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Government has
allowed hospitals to use
33.33% of total beds reserved
for COVID-19 treatment for
admitting patients suffering
from vector-borne diseases,
as per an official order. The
order came in the wake of
surge in cases of dengue in
the Capital. Delhi has
reported over 1,000 cases of
dengue this year so far.

In view of the upcoming
Chhath Puja celebrations,
the South Delhi Municipal
Corporation on Saturday
approved ₹41.6 lakh for
providing facilities at ghats
in all 104 wards under its
jurisdiction. 

The civic body has allo-
cated ₹40,000 for “two
ghats in each ward” in or-
der to provide the “re-
quired facilities”. Standing
Committee chairman B.K.
Oberoi said that celebra-
tions will be held “keeping
COVID-19 norms in mind” .

SDMC allocates
₹41 lakh for
facilities at ghats
Staff Reporter

New Delhi
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Punjab Chief Minister Charanjit
Singh Channi on Saturday ap-
proved a proposal of power utility
Punjab State Power Corporation
Limited (PSPCL) for terminating
the power purchase agreement
with private sector electricity gen-
erator GVK due to high cost. 

High power cost
The PSPCL has issued a termina-
tion notice to the company, ac-
cording to an official statement. 

The development assumes sig-
nificance as several State Con-
gress leaders, including Navjot
Singh Sidhu, have been pressing
for scrapping the ‘faulty’ PPAs
signed during the previous SAD-
BJP regime.

“A default notice has been
served by the PSPCL to GVK on
Saturday for cancellation of the
PPA due to high cost and falling
lowest in the merit order, pro-
curement of energy from GVK
that had been restricted only
within the range of 25% to 30%

during most of the times of a year
resulting in higher tariff of about
₹7.52 per unit for the last year,”
the statement said. 

Mr. Channi said this step has
been taken to safeguard the inter-
ests of the consumers by way of
“reducing the burden of costly
power”.

A spokesperson of the CMO
said the basic premise of entering
into the PPA with GVK was to pro-
vide cheaper power. The GVK
power project was set up at
Goindwal Sahib with a capacity of
2x270 MW. GVK has been generat-
ing energy by arranging coal from

Coal India limited. As per the
PPA, the company was required
to arrange a captive coal mine but
it failed to do so, he added. 

The spokesperson said the ca-
pacity charges are being decided
by the Punjab State Electricity
Regulatory Commission (PSERC)
based on capital cost of around
₹3,058 crore, which is equivalent
to about ₹1.61 per unit of fixed
cost. He said GVK went against
this decision and moved the Ap-
pellate Tribunal for Electricity for
claiming higher fixed cost of ₹2.50
per unit, which is pending adjudi-
cation. As per the claims made by
GVK, variable cost is ₹4.50 per un-
it and fixed cost of ₹2.50 per unit,
he said.

“Thus, the total claim of GVK
under tariff comes out around ₹7
per unit which increases further
due to the surrender of its costly
power. Therefore, the intention of
GVK is clear that it requires to
charge higher tariff which is not
the basic premise on which PPA
was entered into with PSPCL,” the
spokesperson said.

Punjab to terminate ‘faulty’ PPA 
Cong. leaders have long demanded nixing deal signed by previous Govt.
Press Trust of India

Chandigarh

Charanjit Singh Channi *

BJP national general secretary
Tarun Chugh on Saturday asked
Punjab Chief Minister Charanjit
Singh Channi and Congress’s
State unit chief Navjot Singh Sid-
hu to clarify if they have en-
dorsed naming Jagdish Tytler as
a permanent invitee to the Delhi

Congress’s new executive
committee.

In a statement issued here,
Mr. Chugh said, “Mr. Tytler has
been named as one of the key
Congress leaders in Delhi, but he
, Kamal Nath and Sajjan Kumar
continue to be the blue-eyed
boys of the party in spite of the
fact that their role in the riots

against Sikhs has always been
highlighted by many witnesses.” 

“Mr. Sidhu had confessed that
he barely escaped the anti-Sikh
riots and now he feels proud of
being a leader of the Congress?”
he asked. He said Sikh leaders,
including Mr. Channi and Mr.
Sidhu, owe an explanation to the
people of Punjab.

Press Trust of India

Chandigarh

‘Do Channi, Sidhu endorse Tytler appointment?’

An assistant public prosecutor of Dhanbad
court was found dead at her apartment in
Manoram Nagar on Saturday, police said.

The body was recovered from the flat af-
ter her neighbours informed the police in
the afternoon, they said. Senior Superin-
tendent of Police Sanjiv Kumar said she
stayed alone in her apartment, and added
that an investigation is underway. She was
taken to Shahid Nirmal Mahto Medical Col-
lege Hospital in Saraidhela, where the doc-
tors declared her dead, the SSP said.

In July, a 49-year-old Additional District
and Sessions Judge in Dhanbad was alleged-
ly knocked down by an autorickshaw. The
CBI filed its chargesheet on October 20. 

Now, lawyer found 
dead in Jharkhand
Press Trust of India

Dhanbad (Jharkhand)

The Mazhabi or Dalit Sikhs of
a prime locality in Shillong
may take the State Govern-
ment to court for taking pos-
session of their colony des-
pite separate orders from the
Meghalaya High Court and
the National Commission for
Minorities to maintain the
status quo.

The Harijan Panchayat
Committee said they would
not give up without a fight
against a Government that is
“bent upon taking the land

gifted to us” by the Syiem, or
the king-like chieftain, 200
years ago. “The Government
has disregarded the court
and the commission. We are
discussing with our lawyers,”
Gurjit Singh, the commit-
tee’s secretary, told The

Hindu.
The case on the Govern-

ment’s move to evict the resi-
dents of Harijan Colony, also
called Punjabi Lane, for a de-
velopmental project has
been in the court for four
years since a communal
flare-up in May-June 2018.

Shillong Sikhs to challenge
colony takeover by Govt. 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
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Earlier this month when the
cities of West Bengal were
busy celebrating Durga Puja,
children in five tribal villages
of the State were painting the
walls of their homes to create
awareness against COVID-19,
which continues to be a ma-
jor threat in both urban and
rural areas.

The campaign, which be-
gan on October 1, is being or-
ganised by the community
radio of Jadavpur University
with support from UNICEF
and is being executed by the
Kolkata-based Chalchitra
Academy, a collective of ar-
tists. 

“The pandemic was not
only pushing many rural
communities into isolation
but was also threatening ma-
ny forms of folk art. People
were on the verge of aban-
doning those arts and taking
up professions that brought
more income. So we decided
to use these very people and
their art forms to spread
awareness about COVID-19
and to promote vaccination,”
Imankalyan Lahiri, who
teaches international rela-
tions at the university and is
the convenor of the com-
munity radio, told The Hin-

du. 

Art with awareness
The villages where this cam-
paign is going on include Lal-
bazar, Uraanshol, Gangad-
harpur, Sebaiton and
Khwarasuli — all of them lo-
cated in Jhargram district,
bordering Jharkhand. “We
are using chhau dance, paik
dance and patachitra (show-
ing artworks to the accompa-
niment of songs) to caution
the people against COVID
and encourage them to get
vaccinated,” said artist Mri-
nal Mandal, a founding mem-
ber of Chalchitra Academy
and who is executing the
campaign. 

Mr. Mandal, 43, graduated
from Kolkata’s Government
Arts College and has been liv-
ing in Jhargram since 2018,
captivated by its beauty, and
teaching art to the residents
of Lalbazar village. The
transformation of the village
— the walls of its houses were
soon adorned with art —
soon earned it the sobriquet
of Khwaabgaon, or Dream
Village. The title was given by
writer-critic Sibaji Bando-
padhyay. 

“To me, now all the five
villages are Khwaabgaon [a
logo for the concept has been
designed by renowned artist
Jogen Chowdhury]. The peo-
ple here are a mix of Lodha,

Santhal and Kurmi tribes —
very shy people, very nice
people. In normal times I
teach art to them so that they
can use art as a source of liv-
ing. But now I am also draw-
ing out indigenous artists
and getting them to help us
with the campaign. This way
we are getting to kill many
birds with one stone — pro-
moting their art, getting
them some income, and
creating awareness. Only last
week we honoured shellac
artist Brindaban Chanda
[from East Medinipur] and
patachitra artist Dhukusham
Chitrakar (from West Medini-
pur) — both senior and ta-
lented artists who need fi-
nancial help,” Mr. Mandal
said. The campaign in these
villages — which includes cul-
tural events and painting
competitions for children —
will spill over to next year
and to newer areas such as
Dinajpur and the
Sunderbans.

“In fact, we will resume
the campaign with renewed
vigour post-Diwali because
during this time the villagers
celebrate the festival of
Bandhna, when the walls of
houses are scrubbed clean
for a fresh coat,” Mr. Mandal
said.

In Bengal’s tribal villages, art fights COVID-19
Awareness campaign held by Jadavpur University, UNICEF and artists’ collective

Children in tribal villages of West Bengal seen painting
walls. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Bishwanath Ghosh 

Kolkata

A Magistrate court in Mumbai on Saturday
issued a non-bailable warrant (NBW)
against former Mumbai Police Commis-
sioner Param Bir Singh in an alleged extor-
tion case registered in Goregaon.

First NBW
On October 26, a Magistrate court in Thane
had issued the first NBW against Mr. Singh
in another alleged extortion case against
him concerning Vinay Singh, a business-
man and gangster Riyaz Bhatti.

The Crime Branch had issued two sum-
mons to Mr. Singh to join the investigation.
One of the summons was sent to his official
residence in Mumbai and the other at a
Chandigarh address. It is after he failed to
respond to the summons, the Mumbai Pol-
ice moved court for issuing an NBW
against him.

Along with Mr. Singh, dismissed assis-
tant police inspector Sachin Waze current-
ly lodged at Taloja Central Jail is also an ac-
cused in the Goregaon extortion case. The
case is about Bimal Agarwal, a builder-ho-
telier complaining against Mr. Singh and
alleged extortion.

On October 20, the Maharashtra govern-
ment had told the Bombay High Court that
Mr. Singh is not traceable and that it can-
not give a statement that no coercive ac-
tion will be taken against him.

This statement was made when the
court was hearing a plea filed by Mr Singh
seeking to quash one FIR filed against him
registered at two places. The plea men-
tioned, “The FIR refers to an event of 2015
and is belatedly registered after having
failed to pressurize him to withdraw his
complaint against former Home Minister
Anil Deshmukh.

Second NBW issued
against Param Bir
Singh in extortion case
Special Correspondent

Mumbai

The Madhya Pradesh
United Forum for Pow-
er Employees and En-
gineers (MPUFPEE) on
Saturday gave a call to
employees of the
State-owned power
companies to boycott
work from November 1
to press for their va-
rious demands.

Employees and en-
gineers of the State-
owned power compa-
nies will go on karya
bahishkar andolan
(work boycott agita-
tion) to press for their
five-point demand
from November 1,
MPUFPEE coordinator
engineer V.K.S. Pari-
har said. The demand
includes payment of
50% of the arrears of
dearness allowance
and deferred incre-
ment amount in the
salary for October, Mr.
Parihar said. The fo-
rum has already put
forth its demand in a
series of meetings with
the State Energy Minis-
ter. 

Power sector
employees
threaten to
boycott work 

Press Trust of India

Jabalpur

Kickstarting the Con-
gress’s poll campaign in
Goa, where Assembly
elections are due early
next year, Rahul Gandhi
on Saturday asserted that
the assurances that his
party will give in its elec-
tion manifesto in the state
will not just be a commit-
ment, but a “guarantee” as
not keeping the word will
dent his credibility.

Addressing members of
the fishermen community
at Velsao beach in South
Goa following his arrival in
the state for his day-long
visit, he said his party will
prepare the poll manifesto
in an open and transpa-
rent manner after holding
talks with different stake-
holders in the state, and its
focus will be environmen-
tal protection.

He also alleged that
while the BJP indulges in
hatred and divides people,
the Congress spreads love
and affection as it believes
in uniting people and tak-

ing them forward. “I am
not here to waste your
time or my time. Just as
your time is important,
my time is important...The
commitment that we will
make to you in the manif-
esto is not just a commit-
ment, but a guarantee,” he
said. 

“My credibility is im-
portant to me. Unlike ma-
ny other leaders, when I
say something here, I will
make sure it happens. If I
come here I say to you that
we will not allow coal hub
and I don’t do it, next time
I come here I will have no
credibility,” he said.

Manifesto commitments
a guarantee, says Rahul
Press Trust of India

Panaji

Rahul Gandhi interacts
with party workers in Goa
on Saturday. * PTI
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Former Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Amarinder Singh on Sa-
turday dismissed reports of
back-end talks with the Con-
gress, saying the time for
rapprochement is over and
his decision to leave the par-
ty is final.

Mr. Singh reiterated that
he will soon launch his polit-
ical party and said he want-
ed to build “a strong collec-
tive force in the interest of
Punjab”.

“Reports of backend talks
with @INCIndia are incor-
rect. The time for rappro-
chement is over. The deci-
sion to part ways was taken
after much thought and is fi-
nal. I’m grateful to [Con-
gress president] Sonia
Gandhi ji for her support
but will not stay in Congress
now [sic],” tweeted Singh’s
media advisor quoting the
former Chief Minister.

Launch party
He was reacting to some me-
dia reports which suggested
that some Congress leaders
are engaged in back-end
talks to persuade him to re-
main in the party.

“I will soon launch my
own party and will hold
talks for seat sharing with
@BJP4India, breakaway
Akali factions and others for
the Punjab elections in
2022, once farmers’ issue is
resolved. I want to build a
strong collective force in the
interest of Punjab and its
farmers,” Mr. Singh said.

The former Chief Minis-
ter on Wednesday had said
he would launch his new
political party as and when
the Election Commission
clears the name and the
symbol. He had also
slammed the Congress
while claiming that many
people from the party are in
touch with him. Punjab goes
to polls early next year. 

Decision to leave Cong. is
final, says Amarinder
‘No back-end talks with party’ 
Press Trust of India

Chandigarh

Amarinder Singh 

“Modiji is going to be more
powerful because of the Con-
gress,” Trinamool Congress
chairperson Mamata Baner-
jee said as she continued her
attack on the Congress dur-
ing her visit to Goa. 

The West Bengal Chief Mi-
nister also accused the Con-
gress of not being serious
about politics. It was not tak-
ing decisions on time, she al-
leged. “They did not take
politics seriously. Modiji is
going to be more powerful
because of the Congress... If
one cannot make the deci-
sion, why the country should
suffer for that. They [Con-
gress] have got enough op-
portunities,” she said. 

This was the second day in
a row that the she had target-
ed the Congress. Her criti-
cism came on the day when
Congress leader Rahul Gand-
hi was visiting Goa. Ms. Ba-

nerjee arrived in Goa on Oc-
tober 28. On Saturday, she
interacted with media per-
sons and visited the Mapusa
market and interacted with
locals. Ms. Banerjee noted
that the Congress fielded
candidates against her party
in West Bengal Assembly
polls and one should not ex-
pect her to throw flowers at
them. “Instead of the BJP,
they contested against me in
my State. When they contest-
ed against my party in Ben-
gal, how can they expect that

we will shower flowers in re-
turn,” she remarked.

The Congress, along with
Left parties and the Indian
Secular Front, fielded candi-
dates against the Trinamool
Congress. It, however, did
not field a candidate against
Ms. Banerjee in the Bhabani-
pur bypoll on September 30.

‘Trojan Horse of BJP’
Reacting to her remarks,
West Bengal Pradesh Con-
gress president Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury said Ms. Baner-
jee was the “Trojan Horse”
of the BJP.

“Before August 20, the
Congress was all good. What
happened between August
20 and September 16 that the
Chief Minister’s nephew
[Abhishek Banerjee] came
out of the office of the Enfor-
cement Directorate and
started targeting the Con-
gress,” Mr. Chowdhury
asked. 

Congress is driving
Modi’s growth: Mamata
Bengal CM blames Opposition party’s delayed decisions
Shiv Sahay Singh

Kolkata

Mamata Banerjee in Goa on
Saturday. * PTI

The Bombay High Court on
Friday rejected the plea
from former Home Minister
of Maharashtra Anil Desh-
mukh to quash the sum-
mons against him by the En-
forcement Directorate (ED).
Commenting on the allega-
tions of money laundering
against Mr. Deshmukh, the
court said, “he has without
any valid reason, refused to
cooperate with the investiga-
tion by not attending the
summonses issued by the
authorities”. 

A Division Bench of Justic-
es Nitin Jamdar and S.V. Kot-
wal, in a detailed order
made available on Saturday,
recorded: “A search was car-
ried out at the residence of
Mr. Deshmukh and his son
on June 25, 2021 and issued
summons against him re-
quiring him to remain pre-
sent on an assigned date....
On July 30, the ED sent

fourth summons and then
the agency issued an order
of provisional attachment
on July 16, 2021.”

The case dates back to
March 20, 2021 when former
Mumbai police commission-
er Param Bir Singh wrote a
letter to CM Uddhav Thacke-
ray accusing Mr. Deshmukh
of abusing his position and
power to seek illegal mone-
tary benefits. Soon thereaf-
ter a petition was filed be-
fore the High Court which
led to a preliminary inquiry
against him by the CBI. The
ED then stepped in and
started a probe.

Minister ignored summons, says HC 

Special Correspondent

Mumbai

Anil Deshmukh

Deshmukh plea to
quash probe denied 
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The DMK government on
Saturday announced that
July 18 would be observed
as Tamil Nadu Day.

Resolution adopted
In a statement, Chief Mi-
nister M.K. Stalin said a
government order on this
would be issued soon. Ju-
ly 18 was the day when a
resolution, moved by the
then Chief Minister, C.N.
Annadurai, was adopted
in the Assembly to re-
name the Madras Presi-
dency as Tamil Nadu in
1967. It may be recalled
that the previous AIADMK
government had an-
nounced that November 1
would be observed as Ta-
mil Nadu Day from 2019. 

The DMK government’s
decision followed repre-
sentations from many pol-
itical parties, Tamil scho-
lars and enthusiasts, who
pointed out that parts of
the Madras Presidency
became Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and Kerala on
November 1, 1956, and
hence it might not be ap-
propriate to observe it as
Tamil Nadu Day.

Financial aid
Mr. Stalin said ‘Border Sa-
viours’, who, throughout
their lifetime resorted to
the struggle for safeguard-
ing the border of Tamil
Nadu when the linguistic
States were formed,
would be honoured with a
cash prize of ₹1 lakh each
on November 1 this year
as a special case.

There are a total of 110
‘Border Saviours’ and
they are being granted a
monthly financial assis-
tance of ₹5,500, along
with a medical allowance
₹500. After their demise,
a financial assistance of
₹3,000, besides the medi-
cal allowance ₹500, is
provided to their legal
heirs throughout their li-
fetime.

July 18 to be
observed as
T.N. Day
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Puneeth Rajkumar's 
last rites today
BENGALURU

As thousands of grieving fans
continue to flock to the
Kanteerava stadium here on
Saturday to pay tributes to
Kannada film star Puneeth
Rajkumar who passed away
on Friday, Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai
said the last rites of the actor
will be performed on October
31 and appealed for calm.

IN BRIEF

The fiercely contested Huzu-
rabad byelection in Telanga-
na passed off peacefully on
Saturday, recording a high
voter turnout of 86.33%, bar-
ring a few isolated skirmish-
es between the cadres of the
ruling TRS and the BJP over
allegations of money distri-
bution and presence of
outsiders.

High voter enthusiasm
marked the bypoll as the
polling percentage sur-
passed the 2018 turnout of
84.4%. 

Mild tension prevailed at
Ganmukla village in Veena-

vanka mandal after a group
of BJP activists and TRS
cadre had a verbal spat over
the alleged presence of non-
locals in the village.

The polling in the Badvel
constituency in YSR Kadapa
district of Andhra Pradesh
was also peaceful as over

68.12% of voters exercised
their franchise. The byelec-
tion was necessitated by the
death of YSRCP MLA Venka-
ta Subbaiah in March.

In the Sindgi and the Han-
gal Assembly segments in
Karnataka, people came out
in good numbers to exercise

their franchise. However,
both constituencies regis-
tered a decline in the polling
percentage.

As per the initial reports
from the election authori-
ties, Hangal recorded over
83.44% polling. Turnout
here was slightly less than
that in the previous election.
It recorded 84.40% polling
in the 2018 Assembly elec-
tion and 80.80% in the 2019
Lok Sabha election.

Sindgi too recorded a de-
cline compared to the pre-
vious Assembly election
with approximate 69.41%
polling. The constituency
saw 71.43% polling in 2018.
The segment, however, saw
59.83% polling during the
2019 Lok Sabha election.

(With inputs from 
A.P. & Karnataka)

Good turnout in
Telangana, A.P.
and Karnataka

People waiting outside a polling station in Huzurabad mandal,
Telangana, on Saturday. * G.N. RAO

P Sridhar

HUZURABAD 

Peaceful voting in 4 Assembly seats

The Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) welcomes the
proposed anti-conversion
law, which will “prevent
forced religious conversions
done with ulterior motives”,
but is not opposed to volun-
tary conversions, RSS na-
tional general secretary
(Sarkaryavah) Dattatreya
Hosabale has said.

Addressing presspersons
on the sidelines of the RSS
national executive meeting
at Rashtrotthana Vidya Ken-
dra near Dharwad on Satur-
day, he clarified that the RSS
was not opposed to volun-
tary change of faith. Howev-

er, “forced conversions by
minority communities just
to increase their numbers is
not acceptable”, he said.

Mr. Hosabale said the op-
position by the minority
communities to the anti-
conversion law revealed
their “real intention”. Alrea-
dy 10 States had passed the
law. Himachal Pradesh had
passed the law during the
Congress rule, he said.

Mr. Hosabale said the
Karnataka Government
should pass the law and if at
all there were any lacunae,
amendments could be
brought in. “It is wrong to
oppose the Bill even before
it is approved.” 

Not against voluntary
conversions: RSS leader
Hosabale opposes forced attempts
Special Correspondent

HUBBALLI

Small joys: People enjoying a merry-go-round ride on the R.K. Beach in Visakhapatnam on Saturday. * K.R. DEEPAK 
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That weekend feel

The Kerala police have in-
tensified their efforts to get
Maoists hiding in the jungles
of the Western Ghats to sur-
render, especially in the
wake of the setbacks and the
attrition being faced by the
Kabani, Nadugani, Siruvani
and Bhavani units of the
banned Communist Party of
India (Maoist).

The surrender of Lijesh,
aka Ramu, in Wayanad last
week has increased the
hopes of the police of more
surrenders in future. The
way the police dealt with Ra-
mu by offering him safety
and rehabilitation under the
surrender-cum-rehabilita-
tion scheme of 2018 is also

expected to send positive
signals to the Maoists.

Even as the Government
said that the trial of the sur-
rendered Maoists would be
in accordance with the
crimes they committed, the
police indicated that maxi-
mum leniency would be
shown. “We want to dispel
their fears and unfounded
concerns about the surren-
der policy. It will be transpa-
rent,” said a senior police of-
ficer who had been
instrumental in drafting the
surrender package. The pol-
ice are trying to convey to
them that their safe rehabili-
tation would be ensured.

The behaviour of Maoists,
especially in recent months,
seemed to indicate increas-

ing despondency among the
cadres. Small groups came
to two tribal hamlets off
Munderi in the Nilambur for-
est in the last two weeks. 

Cadre strength down
Sources close to the police
and Maoists indicated that
the cadres were struggling
for survival. They have re-
portedly stopped conduct-
ing classes for tribespeople.
The last time they came to
the colony was for provi-
sions. The number of Maoist
cadres has almost halved in
the past 10 years.

It was in 2011-12 that the
Maoist movement began to
emerge once again in Kerala
with the Wayanad-Nilambur
forests as its base. 

Kerala police promise safe
rehabilitation for Maoists
‘We want to dispel their fears about the surrender policy’

Abdul Latheef Naha

MALAPPURAM

Social activist and Narmada
Bachao Andolan leader Med-
ha Patkar has lashed out at
the Union Government for
“spreading the false news
that privatisation and part-
nership with private corpo-
rates will bring the new nor-
mal of progress and
development of the coun-
try”. 

Ms. Patkar was in the city
on Saturday to extend soli-
darity to the workers of the
Visakhapatnam Steel Plant
(VSP), who are on a relay
hunger strike for the past
260 days against the deci-
sion of the BJP-led NDA Go-
vernment to go in for strateg-
ic sale of the steel plant.

Addressing the workers,
Ms. Patkar said, “We all
know the truth that the ‘sale

of India’ will snatch away the
sources of livelihood, includ-
ing land, water, forests, and
also employment, apart
from reservation for SC/ST
communities. The huge un-
employment in the country
is not caused by the pandem-

ic but by privatisation, liber-
alisation and globalisation
policies of the Narendra Mo-
di Government.”

All the trade unions were
opposing the Centre’s poli-
cies as 29 Central laws and
four labour codes did not al-

low unionisation, she said.
The farmers who parted

with their lands for the esta-
blishment of the steel plant
had every right to question
the “mala fide intentions” of
the Government, she said.

Commending the VSP
workers on their relentless
struggle, Ms. Patkar said it
was an inspiration for many
other struggles in the coun-
try. She called for greater un-
ity among all sections to ex-
ert pressure on the Centre to
change its “adamant
attitude”.

IFTU national president
Aparna said the public sec-
tor undertakings were safe-
guarding the economy of the
nation. She said the people
of the country were facing fi-
nancial problems due to the
“lopsided policies” of the
Government.

Centre snatching jobs, says Medha 
Activist calls for greater unity to force Centre to drop plan to privatise steel plant

Solidarity show: Activist Medha Patkar leading a rally of VSP
workers in Visakhapatnam on Saturday. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Special Correspondent

VISAKHAPATNAM

Pravesanotsavam (admis-
sion festival) will be held in
all schools in Kerala on the
reopening day on Monday
by adhering to COVID-19
protocols, Minister for Gen-
eral Education V. Sivankutty
has said. 

The State-level Pravesa-
notsavam would be held at
Cotton Hill Upper Primary
School here, he said.

He was addressing media-
persons here on Saturday in
connection with the steps ta-
ken by the State Govern-
ment for school reopening.

The Minister said all ar-
rangements for resumption
of offline classes after
months away from campus
had been completed, and
students and parents need
not have any anxiety on this

score. In the first phase,
primary students and those
in classes 10 and 12 will be-
gin school. In the second
phase, classes 8, 9 and 11 will
resume on November 15. 

Meetings with Ministers
for Health, Transport, and
Local Self-Government had

been conducted to prepare
the guidelines, students’
transport protocols, and
steps to be taken by local bo-
dies for the reopening.

School cleaning and disin-
fection had been taken up
with public and stakeholder
support. 

Learning gap
Teacher training and parent
training were also held to
cover aspects such as safety
protocols, possible mental
and emotional problems in
students returning to
school, learning backward-
ness and gaps, and so on,
the Minister said. 

The Minister stressed that
teaching would not be full-
fledged initially. Focus
would be on fun and play
and recreation and increas-
ing their confidence. 

Preparations on to open all
schools in Kerala tomorrow
Training conducted for teachers as well as parents 

Staff Reporter

Thiruvananthapuram 

Final touches being given 
to a primary school in
Kottayam on Saturday.

The Tamil Nadu Public
Works Department has in-
creased the discharge of wa-
ter from the Mullaperiyar
dam into the Periyar river by
opening three more spillway
shutters on Saturday.

The dam in Kerala’s Idukki
district is under the control
of the Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment. The total quantity of
water released rose to 2,974
cusecs (cubic feet per se-
cond) by evening. 

Inflow rising
Water was released from the
dam on Friday as the level
crossed 138 ft. In the wake of
increased inflow, more water
was discharged that night
when the water level
reached 138.85 feet, though
the upper rule curve was 138
feet. 

This was despite the dra-

wal of 2,340 cusecs by Tamil
Nadu. The water level
reached 138.9 feet at 10 a.m.
on Saturday, after release of
an additional 274 cusecs of
water overnight. 

Tamil Nadu subsequently
let out 831 cusecs of water.

However, the water level
again rose to 138.95 feet at
noon and at 4 p.m., three
more spillway shutters (2, 3
and 4) were opened to re-
lease 2, 974 cusecs of water.

Following this, there was
increased inflow into the Pe-

riyar by Saturday evening.
Announcements via loud-
speakers were made in the
main areas downstream of
the dam, to alert people.

Upputhara is the last town
on the banks of the Periyar
before the water flows into

the Idukki reservoir at
Ayyappancoil.

Kerala Water Resource Mi-
nister Roshy Augustine said
Tamil Nadu released more
water on the request from
Kerala. There was no reason
for any anxiety among those
living in the catchment areas
of the Periyar, he said. Even
if they [Tamil Nadu] released
four times more water than
the present amount, it would
not be a problem for Kerala,
Mr. Augustine added.

Orange alert
With the water level in the
Idukki reservoir at 2,398.28
feet at 6 p.m. on Saturday,
the reservoir was put on
orange alert. The red alert le-
vel is at 2,398.31 feet.

The India Meteorological
Department has issued an
orange alert indicating heavy
rain in five districts, includ-
ing Idukki, till November 1.
The other districts are Thiru-
vananthapuram, Kollam,
Pathanamthitta and Kot-
tayam. 

(With PTI inputs)

More water released from Mullaperiyar
T.N. opens 3 more
spillway shutters
on Kerala’s request

A Correspondent

IDUKKI

With bated breath: The Periyar flowing past Upputhara town in Idukki. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Farmers can now get
diesel at their doorstep
VIZIANGARAM

Farmers in around 100
villages here in Andhra
Pradesh will be able to get
diesel at their doorstep with
the launching of a 6,000-litre
mobile diesel dispenser called
Bowser truck. Nellimarla MLA
Badukonda Appala Naidu
inaugurated the Bowser 
at an outlet at Aainada
junction on Saturday.

The climate change expertise
will be developed for the first
time among the forest offi-
cials in Rajasthan with the es-
tablishment of a Centre of Ex-
cellence at the Forestry and
Wildlife Training Institute in
Jaipur.

Approval given
The State Government has gi-
ven approval to the new
centre under the Societies
Registration Act. Titled as the
Centre for Conservation of
Natural Resources, Environ-
ment Protection and Climate
Change, the new institution
will help in policy formation
for a better conservation of
wildlife reserves and natural
resources, while involving
the climate change experts of
international repute in the
measures for environment
protection. Principal Forest
and Environment Secretary
Sreya Guha said here earlier
this week that the Centre of
Excellence would offer train-
ing programmes to the stu-
dents, researchers, academi-
cians and environmental
activists in addition to the
forest officials. “The institute
will establish itself as a world
class training centre with the
new facility,” Ms. Guha said.

An appropriate frame-
work would be established in

the institute for long-term
management to meet the re-
quirements of the changing
times and circumstances,
Ms. Guha said. The training
programmes will be organ-
ised in collaboration with re-
puted institutions in the
country engaged in the re-
search on the impacts of cli-
mate change.

Established in 1986 under
the National Social Forestry
Project, the Forestry and Wil-
dlife Training Institute has
been advising the State go-
vernment on policy forma-
tion for managing the fast di-
minishing forest resources,
while ensuring livelihood se-
curity of the people living in
and around the forested
areas. Two subsidiary cam-
puses of the institute func-
tion from Jodhpur and Alwar,
providing training to the For-
est Department’s front-line
staff.

Centre of Excellence to
come up in Rajasthan
forestry training institute
Mohammed Iqbal

JAIPUR

Rajasthan Forestry and
Wildlife Training Institute,
situated on Jawahar Lal
Nehru Marg in Jaipur.

* SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT.

The TMC on Saturday ac-
cused the Biplab Deb govern-
ment in Tripura of making
every effort to stop the party
from expanding its base in
the North Eastern State,
dubbing the recent move to
make COVID tests mandato-

ry for certain travellers a tac-
tic to stonewall its
campaigns

.Senior TMC leader Partha
Chatterjee said the BJP is
scared of party national gen-
eral secretary Abhishek Ba-
nerjee and using its machin-
ery to stop his rally on
Sunday. 

‘Tripura using COVID mandate
to stop TMC from entering State’
Press Trust of India

Kolkata
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the EU’s Indo-Pacific strate-
gy. The two leaders agreed
to cooperate for rules based
order in the region,” said
Mr. Shringla. Mr. Modi also
met Prime Minister of Singa-
pore, Lee Hsien Loong, and
the discussion covered In-
dia-Singapore cooperation
that was visible during the
second wave of COVID-19 in
April-May.

Mr. Shringla explained that
the certification of India’s
Covaxin is “pending” with
the WHO and that the emer-
gency use authorisation of
WHO will help India meet
this goal. Mr. Modi also met
French President Emma-
nuel Macron on the side-
lines of the G20. 

“France has played an im-
portant role in developing

PM calls for united fight
against COVID at G20 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Singapore PM Lee Hsien
Loong at the G20 Summit in Rome on Saturday. * PTI

one”. Pope Francis has been
vocal about the need to act
on climate change and spo-
ken in the past against en-
during conflicts in Syria and
Afghanistan. He has called
upon countries to take in re-
fugees from Afghanistan and
has spoken against racism
and other forms of hate
crimes. 

Pope Francis has called
on countries to act urgently
to deal with the issue of cli-
mate change. 

‘Shared responsibility’
On Friday, he said, “Climate
change can be faced with a
renewed sense of shared res-
ponsibility for our world,
and an effective solidarity
based on justice, a sense of
our common destiny and a
recognition of the unity of
our human family in God’s
plan for the world.”

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi became one of the G20
leaders who met the Pope
on the sidelines of the sum-
mit in Rome. U.S. President
Joe Biden met the pontiff on
Friday.

The last Papal visit to In-
dia took place in 1999 when
Pope John Paul II was hosted
here. 

Pope Francis visited Sri
Lanka in 2015 and he was
hosted by Myanmar and
Bangladesh in 2017, but on
both the occasions, India
was not part of his travel
plans. 

The Pope made history
with his Iraq visit earlier this
year, his first to the war-torn
country. He also visited the
United Arab Emirates in
2019.

“Had a very warm meeting
with Pope Francis. I had the
opportunity to discuss a
wide range of issues with
him and also invited him to
visit India,” said Prime Mi-
nister Modi in a social media
post after the meeting. 

Prime Minister Modi was
scheduled to meet the Pope
for half an hour but an in-
formed source said that the
meeting went on for an
hour. 

“PM Modi and the Pope
discussed a wide range of is-
sues, such as fighting cli-
mate change and removing
poverty, aimed at making
our planet better,” said the
source. Prime Minister Modi
presented the Pope with a
silver candle stand and the
latter gifted Mr. Modi a
bronze plaque bearing an
inscription from the Old
Testament.

A statement issued by the
Vatican after the meeting
said, “During a brief conver-
sation, the cordial relations
between the Holy See and
India were discussed.” 

PM Modi also met Cardi-
nal Secretary of State Pietro
Parolin and Archbishop
Paul Richard Gallagher, Se-
cretary for Relations with
States, the statement added. 

Mr. Modi was accompa-
nied by the National Securi-
ty Adviser Ajit Doval, Exter-
nal Affairs Minister Dr. S.
Jaishankar and Foreign Se-
cretary Harsh Vardhan
Shringla during the visit to
the Vatican. 

Later, briefing the media,
Mr. Shringla said, the meet-
ing between PM Modi and
Pope Francis was “one to

Pope Francis accepts
India’s invite 

traffickers roped in some
middlemen in Iran to get
the documents prepared
for cargo shipping. 

They may get informa-
tion from the Iranian auth-
orities on those who
booked the consignment at
the Bandar Abbas port.

After taking over the
case, the NIA has conduct-
ed searches at multiple lo-
cations in Delhi's Lajpat Na-
gar, Alipur, Khera Kalan,
Nebsarai and neighbouring
Noida. 

The premises included a
warehouse from where the
agency seized some white
powdery substance, sus-
pected to be talc mixed with
narcotics, on October 20. 

The samples were sent
for chemical examination.

The seized consignment
was meant to be transport-
ed from Mundra to Delhi for
further distribution.

In due course, we will also
seek necessary information
from the Iranian authori-
ties,” said an official. Six Af-
ghan nationals, an Uzbek
woman and three Indian
nationals were earlier ar-
rested by the DRI from diffe-
rent places. 

As it turned out, the con-
traband was packed in Af-
ghanistan and sent by a
Kandahar-based company,
Hassan Hussain Limited, in
the guise of a consignment
of semi-processed talc
stones being imported by
Aashi Trading Company in
Vijayawada. It was shipped
from the Bandar Abbas port
in Iran.

Land route
Based on the findings, the
agencies suspect that the
consignment was transport-
ed from Afghanistan to Iran
by land route, and the drug

NIA to contact Iran 
over drug heist

While India has streng-
thened its defences and ad-
ded offensive elements to its
military posture in the Ta-
wang sector of Arunachal
Pradesh, the massive Chi-
nese infrastructure develop-
ment and troop build-up in
the Rest of Arunachal Pra-
desh (RALP) area is a matter
of concern, and efforts are
on by the Indian side to ad-
dress it, according to several
officers.

There has been an in-
crease in Chinese patrols in
the RALP, especially in the
Asaphila area, along with
massive development of in-
frastructure, at least two of-
ficers independently said.
“They come for patrols and
make a mess of the area.
They leave stuff behind; in
some instances, they had left
tents and spades,” one of the
officers with the knowledge
of the matter said. “They
have built extensive road
construction all across,” the
other officer noted. 

Two road axis 
Other than the Kameng area,
which consists of East and
West Kameng districts, the

rest of the State is referred to
by the Army as the RALP.

India has two road axis in
the forested RALP area in Lo-
hit and Siang and now efforts
are under way to improve in-
frastructure all across.

China is now moving
troops closer to the LAC in
RALP and this fits into a simi-
lar pattern across the entire
Line of Actual Control (LAC),
a third officer remarked. In
addition to roads, there is
construction of tunnels, hab-
itat and related facilities to
support the troops. For in-
stance, construction of tun-
nels has been reported op-
posite the Subansiri area in
recent months, the officer
said, citing intelligence
inputs.

In an interaction with a
group of visiting journalists
from Delhi in Tenga earlier
this month, in response to
questions on the situation in
the Asaphila area, General
Officer Commanding, East-
ern Command, Lt. Gen. Ma-
noj Pande, said: “We have
observed build-up by Chine
close to LAC essentially in
terms of habitat and that has
led to correspondingly more
number of troops that are lo-
cated there.”

He noted that it was one of
the areas on the LAC where
the two sides had differing
areas of perception. In terms
of the number of patrols
coming close to the LAC
from the other side, there
had only been a marginal in-
crease vis-a-vis the “activities
that were happening in the
last couple of years”, he said.

Last year, as the focus was
on eastern Ladakh since the
May stand-off, in addition to
massive mobilisation and re-
tasking of troops in Ladakh,

the Army quietly reoriented
troops in the eastern sector
as well, against the backdrop
of heightened Chinese activi-
ty across the LAC. Of the
3,488-km LAC, 1,346 km falls
in the eastern sector.

In Tawang sector
In the Tawang sector, there
has been a significant push
to expand infrastructure that
enabled faster troops reo-
rientation, which is a short-
fall in the RALP area, one of
the officers cited above said.

Efforts were on by the Army
and at the national level to
speed up things, he stressed.
The Army’s Engineering
Task Forces have been
employed.

In terms of troops, till
2010, the Army had only one
division tasked for looking
after RALP. With increased
Chinese presence, the Army
has since moved additional
troops to strengthen its
position.

The construction activity
across the eastern sector has
been synced to the changing
weather patterns in the re-
gion. 

For instance, in 4 Corps
and 33 Corps area, the con-
struction activity stops by
September while in 3 Corps
area, it begins after
September.

To keep the momentum
on infrastructure develop-
ment going and enable long-
term planning, the Army has
proposed a five-year roll-on
infra development plan in-
stead of the current two-year
plan, officials have stated.

1,600-km highway 
In a broader national effort,
work is also under way on
the 1,600-km Trans-Aruna-

chal highway with the align-
ment running along the LAC
up to the Myanmar border.
The highway, which had
been delayed, was now gath-
ering pace, at least two offi-
cials said.

Union Minister Kiren Riji-
ju, who hails from Arunachal
Pradesh, said on Facebook in
March 2019 when he was the
Minister of State for Home,
that one of his biggest dream
projects to connect the re-
mote locations of Arunachal
Pradesh was finally ap-
proved and a tender for the
Detailed Project Report
(DPR) was invited. 

“The Trans-Arunachal
highway, which was delayed
due to land compensation is-
sue is also settled now. The
DPR for industrial corridor
along the Arunachal-Assam
border is also under pro-
gress,” he had said.

Tendering for some parts
of the project had since been
done, officials added.

As reported by The Hindu

recently, the Army has signif-
icantly augmented its fire-
power in the Tawang sector
as well as strengthened its
surveillance capabilities to
keep an eye on Chinese activ-
ities across the LAC.

‘Chinese build-up in RALP a matter of concern’
With increased Chinese presence, the Army has moved additional troops to strengthen its position in the region
Dinakar Peri

NEW DELHI

Across the border: A file photo of a Chinese Army’s patrolling
car on the Chinese side at an altitude of 15,700 ft above the
sea level near Arunachal Pradesh. * RITU RAJ KONWAR

Arrest and bail of Aryan
Khan in a drug case and sub-
sequent allegations on the
functioning of the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB), espe-
cially of its zonal director Sa-
meer Wankhede, has raised
questions on the past cases
of the agency. 

A Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) leader raising
suspicion on the function-
ing of Mr. Wankhede had
pointed out that none of the
high-profile cases where
Bollywood celebrities were
called in for questioning
have been taken to their log-
ical conclusion; instead all
those are either pending for
investigation or trial has not
yet begun. 

In 2020, the NCB under
Mr. Wankhede stepped in to
investigate the death of Bol-
lywood actor Sushant Singh
Rajput and arrested his girlf-
riend and actor Rhea Chak-
raborty for allegedly supply-
ing drugs to him based on
her WhatsApp chats. In the
following months, a total of
33 individuals, including
her, were arrested by the
NCB. 

A year later, a majority of
the 33 arrested have been
granted bail, including Ms.
Chakraborty and her broth-
er Showik, while six others
remain imprisoned. The

NCB filed an 11,700-page
chargesheet in this case in
March 2021 but the trial is
yet to begin.

After the arrest of Ms.
Chakraborty, top actors of
Bollywood including Deepi-
ka Padukone, Sara Ali Khan,
Shraddha Kapoor, Arjun
Rampal and Rakul Preet
Singh were questioned by
the NCB. The agency
claimed that they were
cracking down on the drug
nexus in Bollywood. 

Agisilaos Demetriades,
brother of actor Arjun Ram-
pal’s partner, was arrested
in October 2020 over al-
leged possession of drugs.
He too was granted bail in
December 2020. In Septem-
ber 2021, he was again ar-
rested in Goa in relation to
the case involving seizure of
a small quantity of hashish
and contraband. Actor Ar-
maan Kohli’s house was also
raided by the NCB earlier
this year. He was questioned
and arrested.

In August 2021, actor Ar-
maan Kohli’s house was
searched by the NCB, a day
after the arrest of drug ped-
dler Ajay Raju Singh. Mr.
Kohli was questioned and
arrested. According to the
officials, a small amount of
drugs was found in his
home. In October 2021, Koh-
li’s bail plea was rejected by
the special NDPS court.

Aryan Khan saga raises
questions at the NCB 
Lack of progress in high-profile cases
Alok Deshpande

Mumbai

Aryan Khan, son of actor
Shah Rukh Khan, was re-
leased from the Arthur Road
jail in Mumbai on Saturday
morning. 

Mr. Khan, 23, was arrest-
ed on October 3 by the Nar-
cotics Control Bureau (NCB)
after a drug bust on a cruise
ship. He was sent to jail on
October 8.

After 25 days in prison, he
was granted bail by the Bom-
bay High Court on Thursday

but the detailed order, citing
bail conditions, was made
available only on Friday.

However, his release pap-
ers did not reach the jail on
time.

One of the advocates ap-
pearing for Mr. Khan told
The Hindu that there was de-
lay in taking the papers to
the jail, and as per protocol,
no inmate would be released
after 5.30 p.m. Hence, Mr.
Khan had to spend one more
night in prison. 

The High Court on Thurs-

day directed Mr. Khan, Ar-
baaz Merchant and Munmun
Dhamecha to execute a
bond of ₹1 lakh with one or
more sureties in order to be
released from jail.

The order granting bail to
Mr. Khan was hailed by sev-
eral film personalities, while
a huge group of fans gath-
ered outside Mr. Shah Rukh
Khan’s sea-facing bungalow
‘Mannat’ in suburban Ban-
dra in a show of solidarity
and to celebrate the end of
his son’s incarceration.

Shah Rukh Khan’s son Aryan
released from jail in Mumbai
After 25 days in prison, he was granted bail by Bombay HC

Special Correspondent

MUMBAI

Out on bail: Aryan Khan after being released from Arthur Road jail in Mumbai. * PTI

Two soldiers were killed
and another was injured in
an explosion near the Line
of Control (LoC) in the
Naushera sector on
Saturday.

“During an area domina-
tion patrol in the Naushera
sector in Rajouri, a mine
blast occurred. Two sol-
diers suffered critical inju-
ries and later succumbed
to their injuries,” a Jammu-
based Army spokesman
said. He said another sol-
dier was under treatment.

Officials said the blast
took place when the Army
was on patrol duty as part
of measures to check infil-
tration of terrorists from
across the border.

The deceased soldiers
were identified as Lt. Rishi
Kumar, a resident of Bi-
har’s Begusarai, and Sepoy
Manjit, a resident of Pun-
jab’s Sirvewala, Bathinda.

“They were brave and
extremely committed to
the profession of soldiering
and have made the su-
preme sacrifice for the na-
tion in the line of active du-
ty. The nation and the
Army shall forever remain
indebted to the brave-
hearts for their supreme
sacrifice,” the spokesman
said.

Army: two
soldiers killed
in Rajouri
explosion
special correspondent

Srinagar

Tushar Mathur (name
changed), 48-year-old Delhi-
based creative art director,
wanted to gift his wife a
Louis Vuitton bag for Deepa-
vali and decided to order it
online. After seeing great
‘festive’ deals on the seem-
ingly-genuine website,
LouisVuitton.in, Mr. Mathur
paid ₹36,000 for the bag.
The bag was delivered to his
place as promised, only it
turned out to be a cheap im-
itation. Mr. Mathur tried to
visit the website again to
complain but the website no
longer existed.

He is not alone. While the
festive season is a booming
time for online retailers and
bargain hunters, cyber cri-
minals also take advantage
of this surge in online
transactions.

According to cyber securi-
ty solution provider Check
Point Software Technologies
(CPTS), every year around
festive season there is a spike
in the number of new do-
mains registered that con-

tain the word ‘Deepavali’.
“This year we found a 200%
increase in the number of
new domains registered that
contain the word ‘Deepava-
li’. Three per cent of these
domains have been found to
be malicious and another
31% are suspicious,” Harish
Kumar, Head, Enterprise &
Government, CPTS, India &
SAARC told The Hindu.

Likewise Amit Jaju, Sr. Ma-
naging Director for India at
advisory firm Ankura, said
based on the inquiries they
have received and online sta-
tistics, there had been over

300% increase in cyber inci-
dents in recent weeks lead-
ing up to Deepavali.

“Social engineering at-
tacks are the most common-
ly deployed form of attacks,”
Ritesh Chopra, Director
Sales and Field Marketing,
India & SAARC Countries,
NortonLifeLock said. These
attacks use psychological
manipulation to trick users
into making security-related
mistakes such as clicking on
legitimate looking emails,
weblinks or social media
messages. While such at-
tacks fall under the umbrella

of ‘phishing attacks’, these
are more sophisticated. At-
tackers may pick up some in-
formation already available
about consumers and then
build on it to trick them into
taking an action.

“We all know about coo-
kies… if cookies are being
tracked and you have been
looking to travel or buying a
gift card… a threat actor can
come back to you with a fake
offer specifically for what
you want,” Mr. Chopra said.

Nitin Bhatnagar, Associate
Director, PCI Security Stan-
dards Council said, “The
most effective way to avoid
these attacks is to keep dev-
ices used for social media
browsing and general inter-
net surfing separate from
devices used for financial
transactions.” One can avoid
these traps by regularly
changing passwords, delet-
ing unwanted apps, blocking
high value international and
e-commerce transactions on
their cards through the
Bank’s app and only ena-
bling them when performing
a transaction, he added.

Cyber criminals stalk shoppers
Online phishing attacks and fraud on the rise as Deepavali sales pick up

Festive frenzy: People purchase decorative items at a market,
ahead of the Deepavali festival, in Mumbai on Saturday. * PTI

Yuthika Bhargava

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) has frozen a
BELL-214 Helicopter that
was dismantled and stored
at a warehouse in Chennai.
The action follows a request
made by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice and in accor-
dance with the Mutual Legal
Assistance Treaty with that
country.

The ED said the helicop-
ter was imported by Ha-
meed Ibrahim and Abdulla
of M/s Marilog Avion Servic-
es Co. Ltd., Bangkok from
AAR Corporation, United
States and shipped to India
through Thailand in 2019. It
was dismantled and stored
on the premises of J. Mata-
dee Free Trade Warehouse
Zone in Chennai. The heli-
copter was frozen under the
provisions of the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act,
2002, on October 23, the
agency said in a statement.

Sources in the intelli-

gence agencies said a logis-
tics service provider in-
volved in Customs
clearances was examined by
a central agency in Chennai
a few days ago in connection
with an input relating to
shipment of helicopter com-
ponents. State law-enforc-
ing agencies said they had
no formal communication
about the case. However, it
is not clear whether the ED
freezing the BELL-214 heli-
copter pertains to the same
investigation. 

After the helicopter was
purchased from the U.S. by
a Thailand company and
then moved to India, the
U.S. Department of Home-
land Security registered a
case over its alleged end use
in a prohibited country. 

The U.S. Department of
Justice made a request for
assistance in executing the
‘Warrant for Arrest in Rem’
on the helicopter located in
Chennai issued by the U.S.
District Court, Columbia.

It follows request from U.S. authorities

S. Vijay Kumar 

CHENNAI

ED freezes chopper
stored in Chennai
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Byelections were held to
three Lok Sabha seats — Da-
dra and Nagar Haveli, Mandi
in Himachal Pradesh and
Khandwa in Madhya Pradesh
— on Saturday in addition to
29 Assembly seats across 13
States. The counting of votes
for all seats will take place on
November 2.

Dadra and Nagar Haveli
recorded a 75.51% turnout as
the voting concluded at 7
p.m., Election Commission
officials said. Election to the
seat was necessitated after
the death of seven-time Inde-
pendent MP Mohan Delkar
whose wife Kalaben Delkar is
contesting from the Shiv Se-
na against the BJP’s Mahesh
Gavit and the Congress’s Ma-
hesh Dhodi.

The Mandi Lok Sabha
seat, where the Congress
candidate is pitted against a
Kargril war hero and BJP
candidate, Khushal Singh
Thakur, registered a relative-
ly lower turnout of 49.83%
till 5 p.m. The seat fell vacant
after the death of Ramswa-
roop Sharma (BJP) in March.
Independent India’s first vo-
ter, 104-year-old Shyam Sa-
ran Negi, was among those

who cast their votes in the
bypoll for the Mandi seat.

Besides the Lok Sabha
seats, bypolls were held in
three Assembly seats in Hi-
machal Pradesh, five As-
sembly seats in Assam, four
in West Bengal, three each in
Madhya Pradesh and Megha-
laya, two each in Bihar, Kar-
nataka and Rajasthan and
one seat each in Andhra Pra-

desh, Haryana, Maharash-
tra, Mizoram and Telangana.

Out of these, the BJP was
holding around half a dozen
seats, the Congress had nine,
while the rest were with the
regional parties.

Among the Assembly
seats, the Ellenabad Assemb-
ly constituency in Haryana is
a keenly followed contest as
INLD leader Abhay Singh

Chautala seeks re-election af-
ter resigning from the seat
this year to protest against
the Centre's farm laws.

The byelections to nine
Assembly seats in three
north-eastern States on Sa-
turday saw a high turnout.
Deaths of the sitting MLAs or
their defection to the BJP
forced bypolls to five seats in
Assam, three in Meghalaya

and one in Mizoram. 
Election officials in Assam

said over 70% cast their
votes by 5 p.m. in the Bhaba-
nipur, Gossaigaon, Mariani,
Tamulpur and Thowra seats. 

The average voting per-
centage in Mawphlang, Maw-
ryngkneng and Rajabala con-
stituencies in Meghalaya was
78.79% and in Mizoram’s Tui-
rial seat was 78.49%. These
are not the final figures, offi-
cials in the two States said. 

The Assam unit of the BJP
and its regional ally, United
People’s Party Liberal
(UPPL), were confident of
sweeping the five seats. 

The BJP had fielded three
defectors — Rupjyoti Kurmi
from Mariani, Sushanta Bor-
gohain from Thowra and
Phanidhar Talukdar from
Bhabanipur. The first two
had defected from Congress
and the third from the All In-
dia United Democratic
Front. Candidates of the
UPPL contested from Gossai-
gaon and Tamulpur in the
Bodoland Territorial Region. 

The Congress, which con-
tested all the nine seats in
the region, hoped to consoli-
date its position besides re-
taining the Mawryngkneng
and Rajabala seats. 

Bypolls held to three Lok Sabha seats 
Dozen Assembly seats at stake for BJP; high turnout recorded in the northeastern States 
Special Correspondent

New Delhi/Guwahati

Exercising their franchise: Voters displaying their hands with gloves on as they stand in a queue
to cast their vote for Tamulpur Assembly bypolls, in Assam on Saturday. * PTI

Former J&K Chief Minister
and Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) president Meh-
booba Mufti on Saturday
wrote a letter to Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi,
seeking his intervention in
the recent arrests of Kash-
miri youth for allegedly ce-
lebrating Pakistan’s win
against India in the T20
World Cup match.

“Patriotism and a sense
of loyalty has to be cultivat-
ed with compassion and
can’t be forced by wielding
the baton or by the barrel
of a gun,” Ms. Mufti wrote.

Referring to the arrests
of the three Kashmiri stu-
dents in Uttar Pradesh and
lodging of a case in Srina-
gar against medical stu-
dents, Ms. Mufti said, “A
friendly cricket match bet-
ween India and Pakistan
that was solely a source of
entertainment for people
here bruised by incessant
lockdowns, Internet gag
and restriction of move-
ment, led to booking of
youngsters under the dra-
conian UAPA for simply
choosing to cheer the win-
ning side.”

Patriotism
can’t be forced
by guns: Mufti
Special Correspondent

Srinagar

The arrest of a Mizo securi-
ty person following a low-
intensity blast has rekin-
dled the Assam-Mizoram
border tension. 

Officials in southern As-
sam’s Hailakandi district
said the police cordoned
off the Bhaicherra area
near the inter-State border
after an explosion at 1:30
a.m. on October 29. An In-
dian Reserve Battalion ja-
wan from Mizoram identi-
fied as Laldintluanga was
found loitering at the spot.

Blast rekindles
border row in
the northeast
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI

U.S. Trade Representative
(USTR) Katherine Tai will
travel to India and other
Asian countries next month,
in her first trip to the region
as the country’s chief trade
negotiator.

Ms. Tai and Deputy USTR
Sarah Bianchi will travel to
Tokyo, Seoul and New Delhi
“to meet with government
officials and stakeholders to
discuss the enduring U.S.
commitment to the Indo-
Pacific region and to streng-
then trade and economic re-
lationships with key allies
and partners,” the office of
the USTR said in a press
statement. 

The officials will be in
New Delhi on November 22
and return to Washington on
November 24 . They will be
in Tokyo on November 15
and Seoul on November 18,
the announcement said.

The visit is presumably
connected with the two
countries’ intention to res-
tart the Trade Policy Forum
— a dialogue to progress
trade ties.

A joint statement follow-
ing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to the White
House last month, said the
two countries “looked for-
ward to reconvening the In-
dia-U.S. Trade Policy Forum
before the end of 2021, to en-

hance the bilateral trade re-
lationship by addressing
trade concerns, identifying
specific areas for increased
engagement and developing
an ambitious, shared vision
for the future of the trade
relationship”.

Nevertheless, during re-
marks in front of the press at
the Oval Office last month,
Mr. Modi brought up trade,
but U.S. President Joe Biden
did not mention it.

Enhancing global access
to COVID-19 vaccines and
therapeutics, via a waiver of
intellectual property rights
at the World Trade Organisa-
tion (WTO), is expected to
come up during Ms. Tai’s vi-
sit. 

The WTO proposal, intro-
duced by India and South
Africa, has the support of
the Biden administration.

The discussions in New
Delhi are likely to be broader
though, as suggested by the

USTR statement. Issues that
have been challenges to the
relationship include India’s
access to the U.S.’s preferen-
tial trade program (the Gen-
eralised System of Prefe-
rences or GSP) being
revoked during the Trump
years, agricultural market
access for both countries,
the concerns of the U.S. over
the direction of digital trade
policy in India among oth-
ers. The GSP program ex-
pired — for all countries — on
December 31 last year and
has not been renewed by the
U.S. Congress. For India to
be re-admitted to the pro-
gram, Congress would first
need to reauthorise it.

In general, the activity in
Washington around trade
talks with India has been re-
latively tempered in the Bi-
den administration, com-
pared to the activity (and
unpredictability) during the
Trump administration.

Visit likely related to reviving the Trade Policy Forum

Sriram Lakshman

Washington DC

Stronger ties: Enhancing global access to COVID-19 vaccines
is expected to come up during Katherine Tai’s visit. * REUTERS

U.S. Trade Representative to
visit India on November 22

Barely two weeks after the
Congress Working Commit-
tee (CWC) announced an
elaborate schedule for or-
ganisational polls, a former
Youth Congress leader
moved the Delhi High Court
to direct the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) to reg-
ulate the internal polls of all
political parties.

And on Thursday, the
court issued a notice to the
ECI after hearing the public
interest litigation (PIL) plea

of C. Rajashekharan, a form-
er general secretary of the
Youth Congress (IYC). 

‘Feudal’ character
The petitioner, who is now a
senior advocate, argued
that most internal polls
were an “eyewash” and
most parties had a “feudal”
character.

“It is submitted that alth-
ough most political parties
provide for elections
through the provisions, said
elections are often an eye-
wash for established politi-
cal families within the said
parties to continue to retain
power as the top leadership
of said party ....” the plea
contended.

“The continued sidelin-
ing of the political process
has been made possible on
account of the lack of regu-
latory oversight and un-
iform norms of internal de-
mocracy applied to political
parties,” it added..

Speaking to The Hindu,
the petitioner insisted that
his PIL petition was not
aimed at a particular party,
especially the Congress.

G-23 reformists’ plea
Asked to comment about
his plea coinciding with the
demand for transparent in-
ternal polls by the Con-
gress’s group of 23 refor-
mists (G-23), he stressed, “I
have raised the issue of in-

party elections in a demo-
cratic manner,” he added.

Mr. Rajashekharan, who
shuttles between Chennai
and Delhi, observed that
the trigger for filing the PIL
petition was the ‘rush’
among people to register
political parties and resort
to crowd-sourcing.

Major loopholes
“The rules to register a pol-
itical party are fairly strict
but once the registration is
done, there are enough pro-
visions in the rules that be
used as loopholes,” noted
Mr. Rajashekharan, who
was also associated with a
couple of regional parties in
Tamil Nadu.

ternal democracy and tran-
sparent organisational polls
much before G-23”.

Clean-up system
Mr. Rajashekharan, who
had worked with G-23 lead-
ers like Manish Tewari in
the Youth Congress, said,
“This is my second PIL, as I
am determined to bring the
second wave of democratic
reforms”.

“I am no longer associat-
ed with any party but I want
to clean up the system. Only
courts can do that and en-
sure internal democracy in
political parties,” he stated. 

“I am not a Communist
but I must admit that only
Left parties hold their intra-

Plea seeks to regulate internal party polls

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi

PIL urges Delhi
HC to give a
directive to ECI 

The Samkyukt Kisan Mor-
cha (SKM) on Saturday said
a seven-member panel of
lawyers has been formed to
fight cases in courts in con-
nection with the Lakhim-
pur Kheri violence.

The SKM, an umbrella
body of 40 farm unions
spearheading the farmers’
agitation against the
Centre’s three agricultural
laws, said the panel com-
prises advocates Suresh Ku-
mar Munna, Harjeet Singh,
Anupam Verma, Moham-
mad Khawaja, Yadvinder
Verma, Surinder Singh and
Israr Ahmed.

“The seven-member
team will pursue the legal
fight against main accused
Ashish Mishra and others in
the Lakhimpur Kheri case,”
it said in a statement.

The farmers’ body said it
will also fight for the dismis-
sal and arrest of Minister of
State for Home Affairs Ajay
Kumar Mishra.

It added that the panel of
advocates will work contin-

uously under the guidance
of senior advocates of the
Morcha to bring justice to
the deceased and injured
farmers, including the fami-
ly of the young journalist
who was killed in the
incident.

Eight people were killed
in the October 3 incident.
Four farmers and a journal-
ist were run over when a
car allegedly driven by Ash-
ish Mishra ploughed
through a walking column
of farmers in Lakhimpur
Kheri district’s Tikunia vil-
lage.

Lakhimpur violence:
SKM forms 7-member
panel of advocates
It will take up legal fight against accused
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

Villagers watch a burnt car
which had run over farmers
in Lakhimpur Kheri in U.P. *

FILE PHOTO

Seven legislators — one from
the BJP and six suspended
from the BSP — joined the Sa-
majwadi Party in Uttar Pra-
desh on Saturday in the pre-
sence of Akhilesh Yadav, who
hit out at Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath. Mr. Yadav
claimed the BJP and the Con-
gress “are the same”.

“The people of the State
are so agitated that the BJP
will be wiped out in the com-
ing days and Bhajpa pariwar
(BJP family) will appear as
Bhaagta Pariwar (runaway
family),” the SP chief said

here while taunting the rul-
ing party over its MLA Rakesh
Rathore’s desertion and indi-
cating that some others from
the BJP were also in touch
with him.

Those who joined the SP —
BJP MLA from Sitapur Rakesh
Rathore and BSP rebels As-
lam Raini (Shrawati), Sushma
Patel (Madiyahon), Aslam Ali
(Hapur), Hakim Lal Bind
(Handia), Mujtaba Siddiqui
(Phoolpur) and Hargovind
Bhargava (Sidhauli) — ex-
pressed their resolve to make
Mr. Yadav the Chief Minister
again. Taking to Twitter, Mr.
Yadav claimed that the BJP
will not get enough ticket as-
pirants “'even if it declares
403 Chief Ministers”. 

Earlier this year, an audio
clip purportedly of Mr. Rath-
ore criticising Prime Minister

Narendra Modi had gone vi-
ral on social media, after
which he was asked by the
party leadership to explain
his alleged anti-party activi-
ties. 

The BSP rebels were sus-
pended by party president
Mayawati after they had op-
posed the nomination of the
party’s official candidate
Ramji Gautam for Rajya Sab-
ha in October 2020. 

He also distanced himself
from the party’s former ally,
the Congress. “The opinion
of Samajwadis for the Con-
gress and the BJP is that both
are the same.” 

BJP MLA, 6 rebel BSP legislators join SP 
Bhajpa pariwar will be Bhaagta Pariwar, taunts Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh

Akhikesh Yadav at a press
conference in Lucknow on
Saturday. * PTI

Press Trust of India

Lucknow

Dr. Sachin Punekar is a man
on a mission: the noted city-
based botanist, finding his
world of flora and fauna in-
creasingly under siege from
invasive alien species (IAS),
has launched a green forum
to combat the menace.

Dr. Punekar, along with a
number of environmental-
ists, retired Forest Depart-
ment authorities, farmers,
green activists and other sta-
keholders has come together
to form a forum called Move-
ment Against Biological Inva-
sions (MABI) – a green move-
ment aimed at systematically
charting and rooting out IAS.

The Convention on Biolog-
ical Diversity (CBD) defines
IAS as “an alien species
whose introduction and
spread threaten ecosystems,
habitats, or species with so-
cio-cultural, economic and
environmental harm and
harm to human health”.

“Forest-invasive species
can supplant native plants,

eliminate food and cover for
wildlife and threaten rare
plant and animal species,”
says Dr. Punekar, adding that
the impact of globalisation
leading to the increased
movement of people, trade
and de-forestation have led
to the introduction of IAS in
the indigenous environment
in massive quantities.

‘Spread is alarming’
“The spread of IAS spread is
alarming and is wiping out
local native species like
grasses and other herbace-
ous species. As a result, the
local food chain is afflicted
with the IAS competing for
space and light with native
flora. For instance, the Cos-
mos sulphureus IAS is now
almost taking up all the
space in roadside shrubbery
and is widely prevalent in
Pune,” he notes.

MABI has so far conducted
several ‘obnoxious weed era-
dication’ drives in various
parts of Maharashtra as well
as across the country, name-

ly in Northeastern States like
Sikkim.

Seeds of the MABI move-
ment were sown in 2016
when a “bonfire” was organ-
ised by Dr. Punekar’s envi-
ronmental NGO Biospheres
on the occasion of Holi in as-
sociation with the Pune Mun-
icipal Corporation and State
Forest Department.

Each week, green spaces
in Pune district hum with the
activity of MABI members,
determinedly rooting out IAS
and holding weed bonfires.
“The knock-on effects of un-
checked IAS are alarming.
These species can change the
functions of ecosystems and

increase losses in forestry
and natural resource man-
agement costs, while also
posing a danger to biological
diversity and other human
enterprises – as well as to hu-
man health,” says Dr.
Punekar.

He further observes the
potential threat to livestock
health as the IAS hamper the
growth of native grasses
which are fodder species for
herbivores and livestock.
“Some IAS are poisonous
which may cause allergies
and skin diseases among the
animals. Furthermore, given
that it is virtually impossible
to segregate pure fodder

sitised to the magnitude of
problem. So, awareness is
our first priority,” he says.

One of the MABI’s prime
objectives is to help farmers
improve their productivity
by identifying IAS and root-
ing it out. Through seminars,
workshops, slideshows, vi-
deo teasers, documentary,
information brochures, the
forum is helping making peo-
ple literate about various as-
pects of IAS.

“On an average, 32% of the
farmers’ budget goes into the
control of weeds, which in-
cludes the regular spraying
of insecticide and labour
costs. Moreover, weeds
change according to climatic
conditions,” says Maruti Cha-
van, a farmer from Indapur
in Pune district. He added
that unchecked growth of
IAS was baneful for soil
health, which was prone to
faster deterioration.

To help farmers relate bet-
ter to the phenomenon, the
MABI has hit upon the idea
of using historical analogies
to explain the potential ill-ef-
fects of IAS.

from IAS, the chances that
livestock will be consuming
adulterated fodder is high,”
Dr. Punekar said.

Another indirect effect of
the rise in IAS is a heighten-
ing of the man-animal con-
flict. 

“The widespread preva-
lence of IAS like Lantana
camara has reduced the pro-
portion of natural grasses for
herbivorous animals forcing
their movement to human
habitats in search of paddy
crops and other edible items.
This has resulted in the
movement of animals like
the Indian gaur and the chin-
kara (Indian gazelle) from
their natural habitats to hu-
man settlements, thus en-
dangering them,” Dr. Pune-
kar said.

Spreading awareness
Given the poor appreciation
of this phenomenon in India
and other developing coun-
tries, awareness was general-
ly low regarding IAS and its
baneful effects.

“Policymakers and other
stakeholders are not yet sen-

A movement to root out invasive alien species
The Pune-based MABI is taking up the fight in Maharashtra and beyond

Members of the ‘Movement Against Biological Invasions’
weeding out invasive alien species in Pune. * SPECIAL

ARRANGEMENT

Shoumojit Banerjee

Pune
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In a major plan to boost pas-
senger amenities, the Indian
Railways plan to spend
₹12,000 crore to upgrade
major railway stations across
the country. Of the 21 sta-
tions identified in the first
phase, six have been chosen
from Southern Railway com-
prising the States of Tamil
Nadu, Kerala and Puducher-
ry. 

After reviewing the ongo-
ing modernisation works of
railway stations, a proposal
for the introduction of “ma-
jor upgradation of Railway
Stations on Indian Railways”
costing ₹12,000 crore under
the head of “Passenger
Amenities” would be pro-
cessed for inclusion in the
supplementary budget for
the year 2021-22.

The Rail Land Develop-
ment Authority (RLDA) had
developed the Master Plans
of stations that would be in-
cluded in the major upgrade
scheme. While a detailed
note on the scope of work
would be communicated
soon after the scheme is not-

ified under the Umbrella
Work of the Supplementary
Budget, 2021-22, General
Managers of eight Zonal Rail-
ways were told to initiate
preliminary work nomina-
tion and prepare draft for in-
viting tenders.

Under the Southern Rail-
way, Madurai, Rameswaram
and Kanniyakumari in Tamil
Nadu; Ernakulam and Kol-
lam in Kerala; and Pudu-
cherry stations have been
identified for the scheme in
the first phase. 

Other prominent stations
are Tirupati and Nellore
(South Central Railway), Su-

rat in Western Railway,
Gandhi Nagar, Jaipur and
Udaipur in North Western
Railway; Pragyaraj and Kan-
pur in North Central Rail-
way; and Ghaziabad and
Lucknow in Northern Rail-
way. 

The Railways have a total
of 7,325 railway stations with
a running track of 99,235
km. Dozens of these stations
were developed with mod-
ern amenities in the recent
years under schemes such as
“World Class Stations”,
“Multi-Functional Complex-
es”, “Adarsh Stations” and
“Touch and Feel” Scheme.

21 railway stations have been identified in the first phase 

S. Vijay Kumar 

CHENNAI 

₹12,000 crore to upgrade
stations, boost amenities

Renovation in motion: Of the 21 stations identified, six come
under Southern Railway. * LAKSHMI NARAYANAN E.

With the mass nesting season of
the endangered Olive Ridley sea
turtles approaching, the Odisha
Government, in collaboration
with the M.S. Swaminathan Re-
search Foundation (MSSRF), has
come up with a customised mo-
bile application to alert fishermen
to no-fishing zones in the Bay of
Bengal.

Fishermen and boat crew
members can download the of-
fline Fisher Friend Mobile Appli-

cation (FFMA) free to know the
GPS locations and the boundaries
of the zones.

According to the Government,
the app will not require cellular
network coverage and will work
in offline mode in the outer sea.

The Gahirmatha Marine Sanc-
tuary, located off the Odisha
coast, has been declared a no-fish-
ing zone. Each year, the turtles
congregate near the Dhamara, the
Devi, and the Rushikulya river
mouths and along the sanctuary
for mass nesting. “The app also

has additional features for provid-
ing fishing boats with near real-
time information regarding
weather, potential fishing zones,
ocean state forecasts, disaster
alerts and other information pro-
vided by the Indian National
Centre for Ocean Information Sys-
tem, which will further streng-
then the safety and security of the
fishermen,” the Government said. 

The app would benefit more
than 22,000 fishing boats, includ-
ing trawlers, motorised and non-
motorised vessels.

App to give no-fishing zone alerts
Staff Reporter 

BHUBANESWAR

Otherwise, a place with no
night life or cinema halls,
Srinagar saw the Dal Lake
again reverberating with
musical evenings and a big-
screen floating cinema with
the 1964 Shammi Kapoor
starrer Bollywood blockbus-
ter Kashmir Ki Kali opening
to an audience seated on
decked-up shikaras (hooded
boats).

The lake, a centre of tou-
rist attraction, on Friday
evening saw a fleet of shika-
ras and houseboats filled
with tourists witnessing a
gripping laser show and a
film on the history of house-
boats in Kashmir. The big-
gest attraction was the open-
air theatre set up in the mid-
dle of the lake.

Several top officials, in-
cluding Chief Secretary
Arun Kumar Mehta; Nitish-
war Kumar, Principal Secre-
tary to Lieutenant Governor;

Dheeraj Gupta, Principal Se-
cretary, H&UDD; Divisional
Commissioner, Kashmir,
Pandurang K. Pole; Tourism
Secretary Sarmad Hafeez;
and Tourism Director G.N.
Itoo, watched the first show

of the movie, which was shot
in Kashmir in the 1960s.

“This will revive Kash-
mir’s Bollywood links and
provide tourists recreation
while they stay in house-
boats,” a senior tourism offi-

cial said. The Government
has been organising a series
of events marking the 75th
Independence Day in the
Valley. The Society for the
Promotion of Indian Classi-
cal Music And Culture

Amongst Youth (SPIC MA-
CAY) Foundation also parti-
cipated in a week-long iconic
musical festival, which saw
local as well as outside au-
dience immersed in musical
evenings.

Play of ragas
Music director Pt. Hari Pra-
sad Chaurasia, accompanied
by Pt. Ram Kumar Mishra,
rendered Raag Yaman and
Dadra Dhun in Mishr Kha-
maj, which left the audience
spellbound at the Chashm-e-
Shahi garden in Srinagar ear-
lier this week.

“I was very happy to per-
form in the Valley after ma-
ny years. I wish to come
back soon. I congratulate the
Jammu and Kashmir Go-
vernment and all the depart-
ments for this festival,” Mr.
Chaurasia said.

A spokesman of SPIC MA-
CAY said it was trying to con-
tribute in spreading peace
and harmony through classi-

cal traditions of the country
and bring cultural heritage
to the young people.

“This concert was an at-
tempt towards the same ob-
jective. We hope and pray
that Jammu and Kashmir or-
ganises more such festivals
and brings the composite
culture of our country to the
young and old of Kashmir,”
Rashmi Malik, chairperson
of the SPIC MACAY Founda-
tion, said.

Sufi musical evening 
The week-long Aaghaz e
Nashist also saw local sin-
gers performing at a Sufi
musical evening on the
lawns of the picturesque Bo-
tanical Garden. Local Sufi
singers, Abdul Rashid Hafiz
and Gulzar Ganai, also mes-
merised the audience with
their renditions.

Introducing local people
to different genres of story-
telling, the festival saw fa-
mous Kathak exponent Vid-

ha Lal and Vusat Iqbal Khan,
a Dastangoi from the Delhi
Gharana, telling the tales of
mystics and literary legends.

“A unique feature of the
event was the participation
of a large number of tourists,
currently in the Valley, who
remained glued to the per-
formances despite the au-
tumn cold. The musical
evening was organised with
an aim to promote the iconic
role of rishis and Sufi saints
in disseminating peaceful
and syncretic traditions for
which Jammu and Kashmir
is known across the globe,” a
Tourism Department spo-
kesperson said.

Jammu and Kashmir host-
ed a good number of tourists
this year, with the top hotels
in many of the tourist desti-
nations running at full ca-
pacity. 

It has emerged as a favou-
rite destination among the
domestic tourists during the
pandemic.

An evening to remember with Kashmir Ki Kali, shikaras, music
Rerun of the 1960s Hindi hit and an ensemble of cultural programmes create celebratory ripples across the famed Dal Lake in Srinagar

Reviving tourism: Tourists watching a movie sitting in shikaras at Asia’s first open air ‘Floating
Theatre’ cinema on the Dal Lake on Friday. * NISSAR AHMAD

Peerzada Ashiq

Srinagar

The new abortion rules not-
ified by the Union Govern-
ment recently recognise mi-
nors as a vulnerable
category and seek to make
services more accessible to
them. But social stigma and
conflict with the POCSO Act,
2012, or the law against
child sexual abuse, pose
hurdles.

The Medical Termination
of Pregnancy Amendment
Rules, 2021, define new ca-
tegories of vulnerable wo-
men who are allowed termi-
nation up to 24 weeks upon
meeting certain conditions
and with the permission of
two doctors. 

New categories
These include minors, survi-
vors of sexual assault and
those with foetal malforma-
tion. Others may seek abor-
tion up to 20 weeks with the
permission of one doctor
upon meeting certain crite-
ria — earlier you needed the
permission of one doctor for
termination up to 12 weeks,
and two doctors for 12 to 20
weeks. The amended law
provides for setting up of
State-level medical boards

to decide if a pregnancy may
be terminated after 24
weeks.

“Minors were included as
a special category because it
was found that a large num-
ber of them were approach-
ing courts for permission to
terminate pregnancies
beyond 20 weeks. They
were the third largest cate-
gory after those with foetal
abnormalities and rape sur-
vivors. Moreover, if you look
at the social context, the de-
tection of pregnancies in
case of minors gets delayed,
and then after that the need
to negotiate and seeking re-
levant care becomes all the
more difficult,” says Vinoj
Manning, Chief Executive

Officer of the Ipas Develop-
ment Foundation and Mem-
ber, Campaign Advisory
Group, Pratigya Campaign.

There is a need to fight
stigma around adolescent
sex. Contraception services
rarely reach adolescents.
Medical practitioners also
rue the obstacles posed by
the POCSO Act, 2012, in pro-
viding services. 

Section 19 of the Act re-
quires any person aware of a
minor engaging in sex to re-
port the matter to the local
police even if it was a con-
sensual act as the law pegs
the age of consent at 18.

“While the Government
has extended the upper li-
mit to 24 weeks for minors,

we don’t know how much
this move will help as ado-
lescent girls find out about
their pregnancy in the last
minute, when they will be
forced to go to medical
boards. We need to do more
for young people. We need
to have information on hav-
ing sex, ensure access to
contraception and be less
judgmental so that they
don’t delay expressing their
need for abortion,” says
Poonam Muttreja, Executive
Director, Population Foun-
dation of India.

“There is evidence that as
a result of POCSO, there is a
dramatic drop in the per-
centage of minors seeking
abortion. We have to find a
solution for allowing a mi-
nor to get a safe termination
without the fear of the pol-
ice harassment,” says Dr.
Nozer Sheriar, former Secre-
tary-General and MTP Chair,
Federation of Obstetric and
Gynaecological Societies of
India.

Acknowledging that POC-
SO introduces “a chill fac-
tor” for doctors, Mr. Man-
ning says the challenge lies
in educating them that man-
datory reporting should not
result in denial of service.

Abortion rules to aid minors
These recognise them as vulnerable and seek to make services accessible 

JAGRITI CHANDRA

NEW DELHI
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The Sudanese security forc-
es on Saturday killed three
protesters during mass anti-
coup rallies, medics said,
despite warnings from global
powers who had urged the
military to exercise restraint.

“Two demonstrators were
killed in the city of Omdur-
man by the putschist mili-
tary council,” the indepen-
dent Central Committee of
Sudan’s Doctors said in a
tweet, adding that one was
shot in the head and the oth-
er in the stomach.

It later said security forces
had shot dead a third protes-
ter, also in Omdurman,
Khartoum’s sister city.

Forces “have fired live
rounds at protesters in Om-
durman” and areas in the
capital, the medics said.

More than 100 people
have been wounded in the
violence or have suffered
breathing difficulties due to
tear gas, the committee ad-
ded. The latest killings bring
the death toll since the out-

break of anti-coup protests
on Monday to 12. 

Sudan’s Interior Ministry
slammed reports of killings
on Saturday as “inaccurate”
and denied forces had used
live rounds. “Groups of prot-
esters... attacked the police,
as well as vital sites, which

prompted the police to fire
tear gas,” the Ministry said in
a statement. 

Saturday’s demonstra-
tions came almost a week af-
ter the military on Monday
detained Sudan’s civilian lea-
dership, dissolved the go-
vernment and declared a

state of emergency, leading
to a chorus of international
condemnation — and warn-
ings against using force.

“No, no to military rule”,
and “We are free revolution-
aries and we will continue
the road” of democratic tran-
sition, protesters carrying

Sudanese flags chanted in
Khartoum.

Despite bloodshed
throughout the week, organ-
isers on Saturday aimed to
stage a “million-strong”
march against the military’s
power grab, similar to mass
protests that led to the top-
pling of autocrat Omar al-
Bashir in 2019.

Demonstrations took
place throughout Khartoum
State as well as in the eastern
regions of Gedaref and Kas-
sala, and the Red Sea city of
Port Sudan, witnesses and
AFP correspondents said.

Protests also broke out in
the central State North Kor-
dofan, and White Nile State
in the south, according to
witnesses. “We want civilian
rule... It has to be civilian
100%,” said Hashim al-Tayib,
a protester in southern Khar-
toum. 

Sudan had been led since
August 2019 by a civilian-mil-
itary ruling council which
was supposed to last three
years and lead to full civilian
rule.

3 killed as Sudanese march against coup
We are free revolutionaries and we will continue the road of democratic transition, say protesters 

Agence France-Presse

Khartoum

Strong resistance: Anti-coup protesters taking part in a rally in Khartoum on Saturday. * AFP

The United Arab Emirates
said on Saturday it was with-
drawing its diplomats from
Lebanon, following a similar
move by Saudi Arabia over a
Lebanese Minister’s criti-
cism of the Riyadh-led mili-
tary intervention in Yemen.

The diplomatic row,
which has also seen Riyadh
suspend imports from Leba-
non and both Kuwait and
Bahrain expel Lebanese en-
voys, is another blow to a
country already in the grip
of crippling political and
economic crises. Lebanon
had been counting on finan-
cial assistance from the Gulf
to rescue its economy.

“The UAE announced the
withdrawal of its diplomats
from Lebanon in solidarity
with the sisterly Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia in light of the
unacceptable approach of
some Lebanese officials to-
wards Saudi Arabia,” the Fo-

reign Ministry said in a state-
ment. It “also decided to
prevent its citizens from tra-
velling to Lebanon”, it ad-
ded. It came a day after the
Saudi and Bahraini moves
and hours after Kuwait
asked Lebanon’s envoy to
“leave in 48 hours” and re-
called its Ambassador from
Beirut.

The dispute was sparked
by the broadcast this week
of an interview in which Le-
banon’s Information Minis-
ter George Kordahi criticised
the Saudi-led military inter-
vention in Yemen.

In his remarks — recorded
in August but aired on Mon-
day — Kordahi called the se-
ven-year war in the impover-
ished Arabian Peninsula
country “futile” and said it
was “time for it to end”.

Mr. Kordahi said Yemen’s
Houthi rebels were “defend-
ing themselves... against an
external aggression”, adding
that “homes, villages, funer-
als and weddings were being
bombed” by the Saudi-led
coalition.

The Houthis are backed
by Saudi Arabia’s regional
rival Iran, which also wields
significant influence in Leba-
non, due to its strong back-
ing of the powerful Shiite
movement Hezbollah. Mr.
Kordahi’s comments saw
Saudi Arabia announce on
Friday that it was recalling
its Ambassador and it gave
Beirut’s envoy 48 hours to
leave Riyadh. The Minister’s
words have sparked calls for
him to resign or be sacked.

Four Gulf countries withdraw
diplomats from Lebanon
Move follows Lebanese Minister’s remarks on Yemen war

Agence France-Presse

Dubai

The UAE Embassy in the
Lebanese capital Beirut. * AFP

Syria’s air defences res-
ponded on Saturday to
missiles fired from Israel
toward suburbs of the cap-
ital Damascus, wounding
two soldiers, the Syrian
military said.

Syria’s state news agen-
cy SANA quoted a state-
ment by an unnamed mili-
tary official who said the
air defences shot down sev-
eral incoming surface-to-
surface missiles from
northern Israel just before
noon, which also caused
damage in the area. 

Israel carries out raids
on Syria mostly during
night time and rarely com-
ments on individual at-
tacks. 

The Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human
Rights, a war monitor from
the Syrian opposition, said
the missiles hit northwest
of Damascus, killing five
Iran-allied militiamen. The
Observatory, which relies
on a network of activists on
the ground, said it was not
clear if those killed were
Syrians or foreigners. 

Israeli missiles
hit Damascus,
suburbs: Syria
Associated Press

Beirut

Sri Lanka’s President on Sa-
turday effectively banned
trade union action against a
controversial energy deal
with a U.S. firm in an at-
tempt to scupper dissent
within his coalition
government.

The Ceylon Electricity
Board (CEB) last month
agreed to sell a 40% stake in
its thermal power plant out-
side Colombo to New For-
tress Energy, a move trade
unions say hands the U.S.
firm a monopoly over LNG
sales to the country.

“We will have a mass
protest rally on Wednesday
bringing all our members
out from power stations,”
CEB trade union leader Ran-
jan Jayalal said. 

“If the government fails
to remedy the situation by
then, there will be a general
strike.”

Strikes by electricity un-
ions usually lead to black-
outs in Sri Lanka.

Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s “es-
sential services” order pro-
hibits collective action

across numerous public ser-
vice sectors, including ener-
gy, banking, and food distri-
bution, and is aimed at
curtailing possible work-
stoppages backed by his dis-
gruntled junior coalition
partners.

Saturday’s decree could
send those who violate the
order to prison for up to five
years. The deal, which ac-
cording to the central bank
will generate $250 million
for Sri Lanka’s cash-
strapped state, has been
slammed by Mr. Rajapaksa’s
coalition partners for hav-
ing taken place behind
closed doors and intensified
fissures within the govern-
ment. 

Sri Lanka bans strikes over
opposition to power deal
Unions slam agreement with U.S. firm 
Agence France-Presse

Colombo

The Ceylon Electric Board
workers protesting in
Colombo on Friday. * AFPFrench President Emma-

nuel Macron says France’s
dispute with Britain over
fishing rights is a test of the
U.K.’s credibility in a post-
Brexit world.

France is angry over res-
trictions on permits to fish
in British waters, and says
they run counter to the
agreement Britain signed
when it left the European
Union. France has threa-
tened to block British boats
and tighten checks on U.K.
vessels starting Tuesday.
The U.K. says some French
boats need to supply more
paperwork. Ahead of a
meeting with British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson this
weekend, Mr. Macron de-
fended France’s position in
an interview with the Fi-

nancial Times and argued
that the fishing dispute
could hurt Britain's reputa-
tion worldwide.

“Make no mistake, it is
not just for the Europeans
but all of their partners.
Because when you spend
years negotiating a treaty
and then a few months la-
ter you do the opposite of
what was decided on the
aspects that suit you the
least, it is not a big sign of
your credibility,” Mr. Ma-
cron was quoted as saying.

Mr. Macron said he was
sure that Britain has “good
will” to solve the dispute.
“We need to respect each
other and respect the word
that has been given,” he
said.

Macron says
U.K. credibility
is at stake 
Associated Press

Paris

Pakistan has quietly allowed
the Taliban-appointed “di-
plomats” to take charge of
the Afghan Embassy and
consulates in the country, a
media report said on
Saturday.

Although Pakistan does
not recognise the Taliban as
the legitimate government
in Kabul, it still issued visas
to the appointed
“diplomats”.

Sardar Muhammad Sho-
kaib has started working as
the first secretary in the Af-
ghan Embassy in Islamabad,
while Hafiz Mohibullah, Mul-
lah Ghulam Rasool and Mul-

lah Muhammad Abbas have
been assigned to the Pesha-
war, Quetta and Karachi
consulates of Afghanistan,
the Dawn newspaper report-
ed. Shokaib would effective-
ly be the Afghan charge d’af-
faires in Islamabad.

No details about Shokaib
were shared but according
to a report by Voice of Amer-
ica, he is an ethnic Pashtun
from Zabul province who
served in the Information
and Cultural Department in
southern Kandahar and was
associated with a Taliban
magazine. He reportedly
once worked as the Taliban
spokesman under the name
of Qari Yousaf Ahmadi and

was arrested in Pakistan and
later lived in Peshawar for
several years.

Pakistan’s Foreign Office
spokesman Asim Iftikhar
tried to play down the new
appointments by saying that
it was an “administrative
matter”.

“With regard to appoint-
ment of new staff in the Af-
ghan Embassy, this is an ad-
ministrative matter and is
meant to enable the embas-
sy to perform its functions,
primarily the consular func-
tions as you are aware there
are millions of Afghan refu-
gees in Pakistan and there
are visa issues as well,” he
said.

Taliban-appointed diplomats
take charge of missions in Pak.
Islamabad plays down new postings as ‘administrative matter’

Press Trust of India

Islamabad

Former President Donald
Trump is trying to block doc-
uments, including call logs,
drafts of remarks and
speeches and handwritten
notes from his Chief of Staff
relating to the January 6 Ca-
pitol insurrection from being
released to the committee in-
vestigating the riot, the Na-
tional Archives revealed in a
court filing early on
Saturday.

Mr. Trump has sued to
prevent the National Ar-
chives from transmitting
those documents, and thou-
sands more, to the House
committee investigating the
attack.

President Joe Biden de-
clined to assert executive pri-
vilege on most of Mr.

Trump’s records after deter-
mining that doing so is “not
in the best interests of the
United States”.

The Saturday filing, which
came as part of the National
Archives and Record Admi-
nistration’s opposition to Mr.
Trump’s lawsuit, details the
effort the agency has under-
taken to identify records

from the Trump White
House in response to a
broad, 13-page request from
the House committee for
documents pertaining to the
insurrection and Mr.
Trump’s efforts to under-
mine the legitimacy of the
2020 presidential election.

The document offers the
first look at the sort of re-
cords that could soon be
turned over to the commit-
tee for its investigation.

Billy Laster, the director
of the National Archives’
White House Liaison Divi-
sion, wrote that among the
documents Mr. Trump has
sought to block are 30 pages
of “daily presidential diaries,
schedules, appointment in-
formation showing visitors
to the White House, activity
logs, call logs, and switch-

board shift-change check-
lists showing calls to the Pre-
sident and Vice President, all
specifically for or encom-
passing January 6, 2021”; 13
pages of drafts of speeches,
remarks, and correspon-
dence concerning the events
of January 6, 2021; and
“three handwritten notes
concerning the events of Ja-
nuary 6 from (former White
House Chief of Staff Mark)
Meadows’ files”.

Mr. Trump also tried to ex-
ert executive privilege over
pages from former White
House Press Secretary Kay-
leigh McEnany’s binders of
talking points and state-
ments “principally relating
to allegations of voter fraud,
election security, and other
topics concerning the 2020
election”.

A House committee is investigating the January 6 Capitol Hill insurrection 

Associated Press

Donald Trump

Trump wants call logs, aide’s notes blocked

Taliban fighters shot dead
two wedding guests who
were listening to music, lo-
cal officials and a witness
said on Saturday, forcing
Afghanistan’s new Govern-
ment to insist such attacks
are not authorised. 

A relative of the victims
said Taliban fighters ope-
ned fire while music was
being played at a wedding
in Sorkhrud, in Nangarhar
province, killing two and
wounding two more. Music
was banned the last time
the Taliban ruled Afghanis-
tan and, while the new Go-
vernment has not yet is-
sued such a decree, its
leadership sees it as a
breach of Islamic law.

Taliban shoot
two dead over
wedding music
Agence France-Presse

kabul

China’s latest COVID-19 out-
break is developing rapidly,
a health official said, as the
authorities demanded high
vigilance at ports of entry
amid growing infections in a
northeastern border city
caused by the virus arriving
from abroad.

Some 377 domestically
transmitted cases with con-
firmed symptoms were re-

ported from October 17-29,
National Health Commission
(NHC) data showed.

China has tackled a series
of outbreaks this year since
it largely contained a nation-
al spread in early 2020.

“Within the past 14 days,
14 provincial areas have re-
ported new locally transmit-
ted cases or asymptomatic
carriers,” NHC spokesper-
son Mi Feng said on
Saturday.

“The outbreak is still de-
veloping rapidly, and the vi-
rus control situation is sev-
ere and complicated,” he
said.

Heihe, a small northeast-
ern city of 1.3 million people
that lies on China’s side of
the Amur river on the bor-
der with Russia, reported 26
local cases for October 29, a
sharp increase from nine on
October 28 and just one on
October 27.

COVID-19 outbreak in China
developing rapidly, official says
Reuters

Shanghai
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Scent of danger
The olfactory organ network
helps humans distinguish
between millions of smells. A
study by the Karolinska
Institutet of Sweden, has for
the first time enabled
measurement of the signals
from the olfactory bulb and
observe what happens in the
brain when a person
encounters unpleasant smells.
Researchers found that
negative smells are processed
earlier than positive smells. 

Peering at Jove
Jupiter is known for its banded
appearance – white strips
known as zones and darker,
reddish ones, belts. Using
microwave radiometers, Juno
probe discovered that the
appearance (brightness) of
Jupiter’s belts and zones
inverts near the base of the
clouds. Since the brightness
relates to either warmth of the
atmosphere or presence of
ammonia, researchers believe
either of these parameters
inverts as you go deep into the
atmosphere of Jupiter.

In August, the Indian drug
regulator (DCGI) granted an
emergency use approval for
Zydus Cadila’s DNA vaccine
for use in adults and chil-
dren aged 12 years and
above. Recently the Subject
Expert Committee of DCGI
greenlighted Covaxin for
children above two years.
The vaccines are yet to be in-
troduced in the national vac-
cination programme. The
National Immunization
Technical Advisory Group
(NTAGI) Chairperson Dr.
N.K. Arora had said children
with comorbidities will be
prioritised to receive the vac-
cine “immediately and
healthy children can be im-
munised subsequently”. In
an email, immunologist Dr.
Satyajit Rath, formerly
with the Delhi-based Nation-
al Institute of Immunology
and Dr. Chandrakant La-
hariya, Physician-epide-
miologist and vaccines exp-
ert discuss who needs the
vaccine first and if healthy
children need to be vaccinat-
ed.

Which subgroup of children
and adolescents needs to
get the vaccine on priority —
the immunocompromised,
adolescents, or those with
comorbidities?

Satyajit Rath: This issue is
somewhat complicated.
Firstly, immunocompro-
mised individuals, children
or adults, may not, in fact,
respond effectively to vacci-
nation either. So simply say-
ing that they are a vaccina-
tion priority is likely to be
inadequate, and we need
evidence (which we do not
have) about what vaccina-
tion schedules might work
well for them. Secondly,
while it is true that children

with the known comorbidi-
ties (which are not common
among children) ought to be
a priority for vaccination,
there is another issue as
well. In some instances, the
nature of severe COVID-19 ill-
ness may be somewhat diffe-
rent in children (the so-
called MIS-C), and we do not
know, as far as I am aware,
the predisposing factors for
that. That all said, it is proba-
bly best, all other things be-
ing equal, to prioritise
school-going children over
younger children for vacci-
nation, since that might have
somewhat more of an effect
on the spread of infection. 

Chandrakant Lahari-
ya: The current scientific
evidence does not support
vaccination of all healthy
children. There is some ex-
perience and data now on
use of a few specific CO-
VID-19 vaccines in 12-17
years. Since COVID-19 vac-
cines are developed using
different platforms, each
needs its own data. Of the
two COVID-19 vaccines being
considered for use in the
children in India, have so far
been used only on 500-1,500
children in the trials. In fact,
one of these vaccines — the
Zydus vaccine (ZyCoV-D) —
has not been used on any age
group outside the clinical
trials. Scientifically, we know
that vaccines may have some
the rare adverse events
which can only be identified
after their programmatic
roll-out and effective adverse
events following immunisa-
tion (AEFI) surveillance. 

We also know that the effi-
cacy of these have been test-
ed against moderate-to-sev-
ere COVID-19, which are
relatively low in children.
Then, the experience of CO-
VID-19 vaccines already in

use in adolescents indicates
that the risk of rare adverse
events is relatively higher in
adolescents than in adults.
Putting these two together,
there is less benefit and high-
er risk in vaccinating chil-
dren and that’s why we
should wait for more safety
data to be available to re-
commend COVID-19 vaccina-
tion beyond the high-risk
groups in older children. 

Which high-risk sub-
group to start with and
which age sub-group has to
be determined by review of
the hospitalisation and mor-
tality data from COVID-19
pandemic in India. That will
provide fair insight where to
start. Based upon such avail-
able data, starting with the
high-risk children in 16-17
years could be one ap-
proach. Once full vaccine
coverage of, let’s say 70-80%
in that sub-group is
achieved, it can be opened
for high-risk children aged
12-15 years. Even the list of
what constitutes high risk

children should be based
upon evidence and could be
dynamic with possibility of
inclusion of more condi-
tions, once evidence is avail-
able. With available evi-
dence, I don’t think India
should consider vaccinating
any child younger than 12
years before early next year.

Are there sufficient data for
disease severity and long
COVID in children (12 years
and younger) and
adolescents without
comorbidities? In the
absence of such data,
should India be in a hurry to
vaccinate them?

S.R.: There is evidence that
even very young children
can indeed suffer from sev-
ere COVID-19. I am not sure
what would be considered
“sufficient” evidence. Since
there is no substantial risk in
giving vaccines, once safety-
tested with standard proto-
cols, I am not sure why we
would think in terms of “hur-
ry” in vaccinating children.

Vaccination, after all, pro-
vides not only the individual
gain of protection from sev-
ere illness but also of reduc-
tion (however modest) in the
magnitude and duration of
virus spread to other people.

Are vaccines needed for
healthy children and
adolescents, especially
since Covaxin supply is still
limited and millions of
adults are yet to be
vaccinated with first/second
dose, and nearly 60% of
children have already been
naturally infected? 

S.R.: Well, vaccines are cer-
tainly needed for everyone.
As an aside, again, I do not
think that guesses about the
proportions of people in va-
rious groups already infect-
ed/vaccinated, which de-
pend on sero-surveys, are
well founded. Many if not
most of these sero-surveys
have been modest in size, yet
we are assuming that they
correctly reflect reality. Also,
we tend to assume that this
percentage (60%) is uniform-
ly seen in all children across
the country, which is quite
unlikely. Finally, I continue
to think that vaccination car-
ries value even for previous-
ly infected individuals. So we
need vaccines.

Our inability to provide
them adequately does, ho-
wever, create a depressing
situation of having to make
priority choices, and in this
sense, adults are clearly a
higher priority for COVID-19
vaccination. 

C.L.: The healthy chil-
dren in India do not need
vaccination, at least not at
present. It is not about vac-
cine availability alone. India
has reached a stage where
there is more COVID-19 vac-
cine supply then demand.

However, just because a
country has more availabili-
ty, it should not start vacci-
nating children. At the same
time, that does not mean
healthy children would nev-
er need COVID-19 vaccines.
They may, in future. As an
example, if a new variant
emerges which causes mod-
erate to severe disease in
children at a rate higher than
at present, then we may have
to vaccinate healthy chil-
dren. 

The Zydus vaccine uses a
novel vaccine platform, and
outside the trial, the vaccine
has not been used for
vaccinating adults. Should
such a vaccine be allowed to
be used on adolescents
without large-scale use in
adults first? 

S.R.: Since I do not think
there are extraordinary risks
with either the platform or
the route of administration, I
find the standard regulatory
processes sufficient for de-
termining whether to ap-
prove vaccine usage in chil-
dren. 

C.L.: It can be, at least
theoretically. However, pa-
rents and people need to un-
derstand that none of the
countries had rolled out vac-
cines for any subgroup of
children without data being
thoroughly examined and
reviewed by the experts.
None of the COVID-19 vac-
cines has been used in chil-
dren in any country before
millions of shots were admi-
nistered to adults. There has
been a time lag of around six
months or longer use of a
vaccine in adults before use
in children. This was the ap-
proach even when there was
a high rate of disease trans-
mission in those settings. 

On fixing priorities for vaccinating children
R. Prasad

<>
Immunocompromised
individuals may not

respond effectively to vaccination
either. So simply saying that they
are a vaccination priority is likely
to be inadequate. We need
evidence. 

SATYAJIT RATH

<>
Which high-risk
sub-group and age

sub-group to start with has
to be determined by
reviewing hospitalisation
and mortality data.

CHANDRAKANT LAHARIYA

The key findings of a study
led by IIT Kharagpur re-
searchers could help us un-
derstand the formation and
evolution of the Earth. They
have studied a meteorite
that fell near the town of Ka-
tol in Nagpur District of
Maharashtra on May 22,
2012, reporting for the first
time, presence of veins of
the mineral bridgmanite,
which is the most abundant
mineral in the interior of the
Earth, within the Katol L6
Chondrite meteorite. This
finding adds evidence to the
Moon-forming giant impact
hypothesis.

Abundant mineral
“Bridgmanite is the most

volumetrically abundant
mineral of the Earth’s inte-
rior. It is present in the lower
mantle (from 660 to 2700
km), and it is important to
understand its formation
mechanism to better com-
prehend the origin and evo-

lution of planetary inte-
riors,” says Sujoy Ghosh, De-
partment of Geology and
Geophysics, Indian Institute
of Technology Kharagpur,
who designed the study and
is the lead author of the pap-
er published in Proceedings

of the National Academy of
Science (the U.S.).

The Moon-forming giant
impact hypothesis is that
long ago, nearly 4.5 billion
years ago, the Earth collided
with a planet the size of
Mars named Thela, and the
force of this impact was so
huge as to melt the Earth
down from the surface to a
depth of 750 km to 1,100 km.
The hypothesis goes that
this caused the Earth to be
bathed in a magma ocean,
and the ejecta from the colli-
sion led to the formation of
the Moon. 

This is the most favoured
hypothesis on the formation
of the Moon and the present
finding by the Kharagpur
team lends further support
to it. 

Magma ocean
"Earth was an ocean of mag-
ma in the past. The heavier
iron and nickel went to the
core while the lighter sili-
cates stayed in the mantle.
By studying the meteorite,
we can understand more de-
tails about the formation of
the Earth and other pla-
nets," says Kishan Tiwari, re-
search scholar from the De-
partment of Geology and

Geophysics, Indian Institute
of Technology Kharagpur
and an author of the paper,
in an email to The Hindu.

“Bridgmanite consists of
magnesium, iron, calcium
aluminum oxide and has a
perovskite structure,” says
Dr Ghosh. He further ex-
plains that while the crystal
structure of natural bridg-
manite has been reported in
other meteorites such as the
Tenham and Suizhou mete-
orites, their chemical com-
position does not fully
match with the terrestrial
bridgmanite present in the
Earth's interior between
660 and 2700 km depth.

“Our findings led to
numerous other advances to
understand how the Earth’s
core formed about 4.5 bil-
lion years ago,” says Dr
Ghosh. This finding could al-
so help investigations of
high-pressure phase trans-
formation mechanisms in
the deep Earth, which the
group is planning to conti-
nue in future studies.

Scientists find a mineral seen in the depths of 
the Earth in a meteorite
The study by IIT Kharagpur scientists adds a clue
to the puzzle of the formation of the Moon

Shubashree Desikan

Molten core: Bridgmanite is
the most abundant mineral
of the Earth’s interior. 

* GETTY IMAGES<>
By studying the
meteorite, we

can understand the
formation of the Earth
and planets.

Bear necessities
Monitoring what polar bears
eat can reveal facts about
environmental shifts and
distribution of marine mammal
prey. Researchers found by
harvest-based sampling of
polar bear in the Nunavut
region that these were, in fact,
flexible eaters, making them
ideal as a monitoring tool to
track environmental changes
in the Arctic. 

SNAPSHOTS

Progress of Alzheimer’s
New research, led by
University of Cambridge
researchers, published in
Science Advances, finds a
different route to Alzheimer’s.
Rather than originating in a
single point and spreading as a
chain and killing brain cells,
they found that the disease
reaches different points early
on. The progress of the
disease depends on how
quickly it kills these cells. The
researchers used post mortem
brain samples and also PET
scans of living patients. 

A paper has appeared re-
cently in Proceedings of the
National Academy of Scienc-
es USA (PNAS) titled: “Inte-
grated farming with inter-
cropping increases food
production while reducing
environmental footprint”
(see: Q. Chai et al., PNAS
September 21, 118(38)
e2106382118 https://
doi.org/10.1073/
pnas.2106382118). This work
found that (1) “relay plant-
ing” enhances yield, (2) with-
in-field rotation or “strip ro-
tation”, allowing strips for
planting other plants (such
as grass, fruits) besides the
major crop was more fruit-
ful, (3) “soil munching,” that
is, available means such as
crop straw, in addition to the
major crop such as wheat or
rice, and (4) “no-till” or a re-

duced tillage, which increas-
es the annual crop yield up
by 15.6% to 49.9%, and de-
creasing the environmental
footprint by 17.3%, com-
pared with traditional mono-
culture cropping. This led to
the conclusion that small
farm holders can grow more
food and have reduced envi-
ronmental footprint. 

How do these factors ap-
ply to the small farmers of In-
dia? Current statistics reveal
that our country has a signif-
icant population of small
farmers, many owning less
than 2 hectares of land.
About 70% of its rural house-
holds still depend primarily
on agriculture for their liveli-
hood, with 82% of farmers
being small and marginal.
The total production of food-
grains in 2017-18 was estimat-

ed to be 275 million tons.
Some others have pointed
out that only 30% of all farm-
ers borrow from formal
sources. The farm loan waiv-
ers from the state govern-
ments have been helpful in
this regard, but yet, over
50% struggle to borrow from
Shylockian sources. 

Relay planting
The site “Relay Cropping- GK
Today” explains this in some
detail. Relay planting means
the planting of different

crops in the same plot, one
right after another, in the
same season. Examples of
such relay cropping would
be planting rice (or wheat),
cauliflower, onion, and sum-
mer gourd (or potato onion,
lady’s fingers and maize), in
the same season. Why do
this? Well, less risk since you
do not have to depend on
one crop alone. It also means
better distribution of labour,
insects spread less, and any
legumes actually add nitro-
gen to the soil! We have read

about how small farmers in
Telangana, Karnataka and
Maharashtra are actually do-
ing this and earning money
out of such relay farming.
They plant onions, turmeric,
chillies, ginger, garlic and
even some native fruits, thus
making profit, during these
relay times. ‘GK Today’ does,
however, point out the diffi-
culties involved in such relay
cropping, namely mechani-
sation here can be difficult,
plus the management re-
quirements are somewhat
higher. It is here that women
come in handy. Women
plant materials for home
food, such as greens, leafy
vegetables and pulses such
as green grams, Finger millet
(ragi in Hindi, kezhwaragu
in Tamil) horse gram (chane
ki dal in Hindi, kudure gram
in Kannada, and kollu in Ta-
mil), cowpeas, and also grass
(all of which add to the nitro-
gen to the soil and also to the
world around us, fixing ni-
trogen not just under our
feet but also in the air we
breathe; the carbon dioxide,

ozone, and the oxides of ni-
trogen and phosphorus that
we inhale every day from the
filthy atmosphere is at least
nullified a little, thanks to re-
lay cropping)! 

Strip cropping
Strip cropping has been used
in the U.S. (where the fields
are larger than those in In-
dia), where they grow wheat,
along with corn and soya-
bean, in the same farm in an
alternative manner. Howev-
er, this needs large lands. In
India, where there are large
fields (such as the ones
owned by cities and state go-
vernments), the land is divid-
ed into strips, and strips of
grass are left to grow bet-
ween the crops. Planting of
trees to create shelters has
helped in stabilising the des-
ert in Western India.

“Strip crop - a ray of
hope” is the title given by the
site ‘Vikaspedia’, which dis-
cusses Western Karnataka
(and the nearby Telangana
and Northern Tamil Nadu),
dry belts with frequent

droughts, where 80% of the
farmers depend on ground-
nut as their option. The Kar-
nataka Watershed Develop-
ment (KAWAD), together
with the AME Foundation,
persuaded the farmers to
stop using finger millets, fod-
der and groundnuts. 

Soil mulching and no-till
While these methods are not
easy for small farmers in In-
dia, they could be practised
at least in larger farms such
as the ones owned by indus-
try and governments. Soil
mulching requires keeping
all bare soil covered with
straw, leaves, and the like,
even when the land is in use.
Erosion is curtailed, mois-
ture retained, and beneficial
organisms, such as earth-
worms, kept in place. The
same set of benefits are also
offered by not tilling the soil. 

These four methods sug-
gested by the international
group are worth following in
India. 

dbala@lvpei.org

Indian farming practices: Learning from elsewhere in the world
Strip cropping, as seen in the U.S., is when wheat is grown along with corn and soyabean, in the same farm in an alternative manner

Planting strategy: Relay planting means less risk and better
distribution of labour. Also insects spread less over the varied
crops. * GETTY IMAGES

SPEAKING 
OF SCIENCE

D. BALASUBRAMANIAN

A large spider native to East
Asia has spun its thick, golden
web on power lines, porches
and vegetable patches all over
north Georgia this year — a
proliferation that has driven
some unnerved homeowners
indoors and prompted a flood
of anxious social media posts.

The Joro spider, (Trichone-
phila clavata) is common in
Japan, China, Korea and Tai-
wan, Joro females have co-
lourful yellow, blue and red
markings on their bodies. 

It's not clear exactly how
and when the first Joro spider
arrived in the U.S. or why they
are so abundant this year. The
bottom line is: There are ma-
ny unknowns.

Most of the Joros are ex-
pected to die by late Novem-
ber, but they may return in
equally large, or even larger,
numbers next year, though
scientists say even that is hard
to predict with any certainty.

Asian spider 
seen in
Georgia
Press Trust of India
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FAQ

The story so far: On October 25, two new teams were
added to the Indian Premier League (IPL) bandwagon
after the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)
awarded franchise rights to Lucknow and Ahmedabad.
While the Kolkata-based RP-Sanjiv Goenka Group (RPSG)
acquired the Lucknow team for ₹7,090 crore, CVC
Capital Partners, which submitted the bid through its
subsidiary Irelia Company Pte Ltd., bought the
Ahmedabad franchise for ₹5,625 crore. Lucknow and
Ahmedabad were chosen ahead of Indore, Dharamshala,
Cuttack and Guwahati, the other cities in the mix. 

Who are the new owners? 

■ RPSG and CVC Capital Partners outbid several other
heavyweight parties such as the Adani Group, Glazer
Family (owners of famous English football club
Manchester United) and Aurobindo Pharma. Founded by
Sanjiv Goenka, RPSG is an Indian business conglomerate
with interests in power and energy, retail, IT-enabled
services, FMCG, infrastructure and education. RPSG
likely picked Lucknow as its home base given that the
group’s Noida Power Company Limited and retail outlets
operate in the Greater Noida region. RPSG had earlier
owned Rising Pune Supergiant, which featured in the IPL
in 2016 and 2017. CVC Capital Partners is a private equity
and investment advisory firm, headquartered in
Luxembourg. The firm is not a new entrant to the world
of sports, having earlier invested in Spain’s top football

league, LaLiga, Formula
One and Premiership
Rugby. The company’s
investments in sport
betting companies, Tipico
and Sisal, however, have
caused some concern.
Former IPL chairman Lalit
Modi questioned the firm’s
legitimacy on Twitter. 

Why was the bid price
higher than the base price? 

■ The key reason for the
high price is likely to be the IPL media rights contract
that is up for grabs for the 2023-27 cycle. Broadcast
revenue is the most significant portion of the BCCI’s
central revenue pool from where money flows down to
the franchises. From 2008 to 2017, Sony paid around
₹900 crore a year for the television rights. For 2018-22,
Star raised it to a whopping ₹3,270 crore per year and
with it — according to a How India Lives report published
in Mint earlier this year — IPL’s valuation went up 40%.
The new broadcasting deal (2023-27) is expected to rake
in upwards of ₹5,000 crore a year. This is an attractive
enough proposition for a prospective owner to bid large
amounts. The high price of the new teams also gives a
fair indication of the value of the existing teams, giving
old owners leverage if they decide to sell stakes. 

How long do they have to pay the bid amount? 

■ The new teams can pay their bid amount over a
10-year period, with BCCI president and former India
captain Sourav Ganguly saying that the ₹12,715 crore will
be used to improve Indian cricket across levels. The BCCI
and franchises share earnings from the IPL’s central
revenue pool, which includes money from broadcast,
title rights and official partners. The BCCI reportedly
keeps 50% of the revenue and distributes the rest equally
among the franchises. 

What are the revenue streams for a franchise? 

■ Apart from getting revenue from the central pool,
franchises earn money through brand sponsorships and
match-ticket sales. Brand sponsors include various deals,
including logos on team jerseys and helmets, digital
sponsors, and so forth. The successful Mumbai Indians
franchise, for example, boasts of around 20 sponsors,
including the likes of Samsung, DHL, Colgate and
Cadbury Dairy Milk. There is also prize money on offer,
with the 2021 IPL champion Chennai Super Kings
receiving ₹20 crore. 

Will the player retention policy and 
tournament format change? 

■ In order to ensure a level playing field, the two new
franchises are likely to be offered three player selections
before the mega 2022 IPL auction. The existing teams
will likely be allowed to retain four players from their
2021 squads. The match schedule may be similar to what
was followed in the 10-team 2011 IPL edition. Teams are
set to be divided into two groups of five, with a team
facing the other sides in the same group twice (home
and away), the four teams from the second group once
(two at home and two away), and the fifth remaining side
in the other group twice (home and away). This ensures
seven home and seven away matches. A total of 74
matches will be held in IPL 2022, an increase from the
60 matches played in the previous edition.

The IPL ten 
How will two new franchises 
impact the Indian Premier League?
What does the inflow of over 
₹12,500 crore mean for the BCCI? 

Board of Control for
Cricket in India
president and former
India captain Sourav
Ganguly said the huge
money committed by
the two new IPL team
owners will be used
to improve Indian
cricket across levels 

Ashwin Achal 

The story so far: The Supreme Court is hearing a
petition challenging the change of land use of a plot near
Rashtrapati Bhavan, initially allotted for a recreational
park and bus terminal, to residential. The plot, according
to the Central Public Works Department (CPWD), will be
the site of the new Vice-President’s Enclave, which will
include the residence and office of the Vice-President. In
an affidavit, the Central Government informed the court
that the plot had housed government offices for decades
and had never been opened for the public or sported
recreational space. 

How has the land use been changed? 

■ On October 28, 2020, the government notified the
change in use of the 15-acre plot, called Plot No. 1, on
Church Road near Rashtrapati Bhavan and North Block.
The plot is proposed to be the site of a new residence and
office space for the Vice-President, as a part of the larger
Central Vista revamp project. The plot had been allocated
for “transportation (bus terminal/parking) and
“government (President Estate and Parliament House) use
in the masterplan of Delhi-2021 and further in the Zonal
Development Plan as transportation as well as
recreational (neighbourhood play area)”. 

With the 2020 notification, the land use of the plot was
changed to “residential”. The plot has had offices of the
Ministry of Defence since pre-Independence. With two
new MoD buildings outside the Central Vista being
completed recently, defence personnel have begun
shifting from the hutments on this plot as well as others
along the Central Vista. 

What are the rules on recreational areas in the land acts? 

■ Section 11-A of the Delhi Development Act, 1957, gives
the “Central Government” the authority to “make any
modifications to the masterplan or the zonal
development plan”. This section was cited when the
Delhi Development Authority published a notice inviting

objections and suggestions
regarding the
then-proposed land-use
change on March 4, 2020.
As many as 90 submissions
were received and
“considered” before the
change was notified in
October. 

The plot is owned by the
Land & Development
Office, under the Ministry

of Housing and Urban Affairs, which is executing the
project through the CPWD. 

Why does the amendment matter? 

■ The government has said the change was required for
it to go ahead with its plan to build the Vice-President’s
Enclave, for which the CPWD invited bids and shortlisted
construction agencies in October. Financial bids have
been invited till November 2. The CPWD has proposed
construction of three of the nine office buildings planned
as the new Central Secretariat on the site of the current
Vice-President’s residence on Maulana Azad Road. The
government has argued the plots occupied by hutments
are under-utilised. 

What lies ahead? 

■ The CPWD submitted its affidavit on October 28, and
hearing the matter the next day, the Supreme Court gave
the petitioner time to file a rejoinder. It adjourned the
matter till November 16. The CPWD has said the petition
is misconceived and liable to be dismissed with costs. It
said overall the space open to the public in the Central
Vista would increase with the shifting of Ministries from
the 27-acre North Block and South Block, which are to be
converted into “national museums”. 

When can land use of allotted plots be amended?
What does the government affidavit claim on the changes? How will the space be utilised?

Damini Nath 

The Central Public
Works Department
contends that the
plot in question has
never been open to
the public nor has it
been used for
recreational purposes

The story so far: Coinciding with an episode of erratic,
cataclysmic rain in Kerala’s high-ranges, the Supreme
Court last week considered a public interest litigation
petition filed by a Kerala physician and two former local
body representatives on the operation of the
Mullaperiyar dam over which Kerala and Tamil Nadu
have been sparring for long. With the threat of floods
looming large and the reservoirs filling up, the court
asked both States to abide by the rule curve for the
period set by the Supervisory Committee constituted at
its instance. Accordingly, the water level in the dam
would be limited to 138 feet till October 31 and 139.5 feet
till November 10. The court will hear the case again on
November 11. 

What is the status now? 

■ Three shutters of the dam were opened on October 30
to release water. While people living downstream were
evacuated beforehand, water release from the
Mullaperiyar dam did not alter the level in the much
larger Idukki reservoir, at over 94% of its storage capacity,
located 35 km downstream. 

Why is Mullaperiyar dam a sore point? 

■ The Maharaja of Travancore signed a 999-year Periyar
Lake lease agreement with the British government on
October 29, 1886, for the construction of the Mullaperiyar
dam across the Periyar in the present Idukki district. The
dam became a reality nine years later. The water
supplied from it through a tunnel to the water-scarce
southern region of Tamil Nadu, especially the Vaigai
basin, would be the lifeline for farmers of Theni,
Dindigul, Madurai, Sivaganga and Ramanathapuram
districts. On an average, 22 thousand million cubic feet
(tmc ft) of water is diverted, irrigating about 2.20 lakh
acres and meeting the drinking water requirements of
people in the region. Concerns over the safety of the
gravity dam built using lime-surkhi (burnt brick powder)
mortar came to the fore in 1979. In November that year, a
tripartite meeting chaired by the then chairman of the
Central Water Commission (CWC), K.C. Thomas, decided
that the level had to be brought down from the full
reservoir level of 152 feet to 136 feet to enable Tamil
Nadu, which owns and maintains it, to carry out dam
strengthening works. By the mid-1990s, Tamil Nadu
started demanding restoration of the level. 

What happened in the legal battles? 

■ The Central Government set up an expert committee
in 2000 to look into the dam's safety. The committee

recommended raising the level to 142 feet, which was
endorsed by the Supreme Court in February 2006. Kerala
sought to restrict the level to 136 feet by way of an
amendment to the Kerala Irrigation and Water
Conservation Act, prompting the Tamil Nadu
Government to move the Supreme Court. In February
2010, the court constituted an empowered committee to
study the whole gamut of issues concerning the dam.
Based on the committee’s finding that the dam was
“structurally and hydrologically safe”, the court, in May
2014, struck down Kerala’s Act and allowed Tamil Nadu
to maintain the level at 142 feet. It also asked the Central
Government to set up a three-member Supervisory
Committee to monitor dam safety.

Why is it a social issue? 

■ Commissioned by the Kerala Government in the latter
part of the 2000s, a study by IIT-Roorkee raised
questions about the survival of the dam, located in
seismic zone-3, in the event of an earthquake of a fairly
high magnitude. A series of tremors felt in the area in
2011 caused alarm. Subsequently, the floods of 2018 and
the erratic nature of annual monsoons ever since brought
the focus back on the 126-year-old dam.

Why is the case in the Supreme Court again? 

■ Joe Joseph, a doctor who was the candidate of the
corporate-backed Twenty20 in the recent Kerala
Assembly election from Kothamangalam, downstream of
the Mullaperiyar and Idukki dams, moved the court,
along with two others, last year contending that the
Supervisory Committee had abdicated its responsibilities
to a sub-committee constituted at the direction of the
court for water management in the dam. They also urged
the court to ask the CWC to fix the ‘rule curve’,
‘instrumentation scheme’ and ‘gate operation schedule’
of the dam. Massive landslides had devastated the hilly
regions in central Kerala and weather prediction was

ominous when the court’s attention was drawn to a
report prepared by the United Nations
University-Institute for Water, Environment and Health,
which cited “significant structural flaws” in the dam and
said it “may be at risk of failure”. “Leaks and leaching are
also concerning, as the methods and materials used
during construction are considered outdated, compared
to the current building standards,” it said. 

The Kerala Government, a respondent, argued for
lowering the full reservoir level to 139 feet as the ageing
dam was in a ‘deteriorating condition’. In the event of a
dam failure, it would result in unfathomable human
tragedy and submitted a case for decommissioning the
dam, in whose place a new dam could be built to cater to
Tamil Nadu's water needs. However, Tamil Nadu, relying
on the Supreme Court’s two judgments, has been
opposing any suggestion for lowering the level from 142
feet, apart from rejecting the idea of a new dam. It says it
is taking steps to complete the remaining works to
strengthen the dam, including those meant for the ‘baby
dam,’ situated alongside the main dam, for which
clearances from the Kerala and Central Governments are
required. 

What’s on the cards? 

■ Design of a new dam by Kerala’s Irrigation Design and
Research Board is in the final stages. However, without
Tamil Nadu on board, this is not going to be a reality.
Meanwhile, in the backdrop of bad weather forecast,
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan wrote to his Tamil
Nadu counterpart M.K. Stalin, urging him to draw
maximum quantum of water from the dam through the
tunnel so that a large volume release would be avoided
altogether. Assuring Mr. Vijayan of all support, Mr. Stalin
informed him that the level in the dam was being closely
monitored and the current storage was well within the
level permitted by the Supreme Court. A meeting
between the Chief Ministers to discuss the issue is being
planned in December.

What is the controversy over Mullaperiyar? 
Are there safety issues about 
water levels at the 126-year-old dam? 
How have Kerala and Tamil Nadu
responded to the situation?

S. Anandan 

Water woes: The 2018 floods in Kerala and the erratic monsoons have put the 126-year-old dam in the spotlight.

The story so far: On Thursday (October 28), Facebook
CEO Mark Zuckerberg announced the rebranding of his
company to Meta. The change, he said in a post, has been
brought about “to reflect who we are and the future we
hope to build”. Facebook, the social media platform, will,
however, keep its name. 

What is the future it is hoping to build? 

■ It is called metaverse (thus the new name). Metaverse is
what the Facebook founder calls “an embodied internet”.
It is where “you’re in the experience, not just looking at
it”. Mr. Zuckerberg gave a glimpse of the metaverse
through a demo video. It shows him being called in to join
his friends playing cards in a virtual space. They are all
there as their chosen avatars, one of them even floating
around the virtual room. They hide or reveal their cards
just as they would in a real setting. He then dials another
friend, who talks about an artist who is hiding augmented
reality art pieces on street walls for people to find. The
friends in the virtual space get sent the link of this art and
view it then and there. Metaverse, for him, marks an evolu-
tion of how people connect with each other: “We’ve gone
from desktop to web to mobile; from text to photos to vi-
deo. But this isn’t the end of the line.” 

Is metaverse exclusive to Meta? 

■ No. Mr. Zuckerberg sees metaverse as a successor to the
mobile internet and as something that will see contribu-

tions from many companies. Metaverse is a virtual envi-
ronment that will lend itself to immersive experiences. It
means, according to Mr. Zuckerberg, “having a shared
sense of space and not just looking at a grid of faces”. The
“defining quality of the metaverse” is the feeling of pre-
sence. “You will see their facial expressions, you will see
their body language... All the subtle ways that we com-
municate that today’s technology can’t quite deliver.”

Who else is talking about metaverse? 

■ Video games company Epic Games, software giant Mi-
crosoft and chipmaker Nvidia are some of the companies
that have been talking about metaverse. In a recent inter-
view to Harvard Business Review, Microsoft chief Satya

Nadella said he sees the metaverse idea being fundamen-
tally about this: “increasingly, as we embed computing in
the real world, you can even embed the real world in com-
puting”. Venture capitalist Matthew Ball wrote an essay
last year: “What’s important is to recognise the metaverse
isn’t a game, a piece of hardware, or an online experience.
This is like saying World of Warcraft, the iPhone, or Google
is the Internet. They are digital worlds, devices, services,
websites, etc. The Internet is a wide set of protocols, tech-
nology, tubes and languages, plus access devices and con-
tent and communication experiences atop them. Meta-
verse will be too.” 

What are Facebook’s hopes with respect to metaverse? 

■ Within the next decade, Mr. Zuckerberg wants the me-
taverse to reach a billion people. Toward this, the compa-
ny plans to sell virtual reality devices at cost or at subsi-
dised rates, and offer developer and creator services with
low fees. Its metaverse ideas will likely emerge out of its
work around virtual reality ideas such as Facebook Spaces. 

What are critics saying? 

■ Privacy is an area of concern because in an immersive
environment, such as metaverse, a lot more of one’s perso-
nality and information will be revealed. Social media plat-
forms, like Facebook, essentially make their money
through targeted advertisements. It has to be recorded,
however, that Mr. Zuckerberg has in his note mentioned
privacy and safety as things that “need to be built into the
metaverse from day one”.

How is Facebook embedding the real world in computing? 
Why is Mark Zuckerberg betting on metaverse? How will it change the way social media is used? 
Sriram Srinivasan 

Future pointer: The change will ‘reflect who we are and 
the future we hope to build’, says Zuckerberg. * REUTERS
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PROFILES

T
he COP26 UN Cli-
mate Change Confe-
rence opening in

Glasgow, Scotland, on
Sunday has raised expec-
tations, just as the COP21
conference in Paris did six
years ago, that there will
be determined action by
2030 on the defining chal-
lenge before humanity.

After the COVID-19 pan-
demic forced a postpone-
ment of the event in 2020,
nearly 120 countries are
now ready to engage in
environmental diplomacy
until November 12, when
major emitters of green-
house gases, such as Chi-
na, the U.S., the EU and
India, and developing
countries, including small
island states, will try for
consensus on rules to cut
emissions, mechanisms to
adapt to climate impacts
and compensation for na-
tions for loss and damage.

The climate negotia-
tions seek to raise the am-
bition of countries under
the Paris Agreement of
2015 to cut carbon dioxide
emissions, after a long
spell of drift since 2015
caused by economic de-
clines, an upsurge of na-
tionalism, the withdrawal
of the U.S. from the pact

under President Donald
Trump and the pandemic.

Under President Joe Bi-
den, the U.S. returned to
multilateral diplomacy
and the UN Framework
Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC), giving
new life to the idea that
advanced nations will
transfer green technolo-
gies without hard intellec-
tual property barriers and
provide the agreed $100
billion funding for deve-
loping countries annually
from 2020 to help reduce
emissions. The funds will
also help them adapt to
extreme climate events
such as intense storms,
fires, droughts, floods and
food deficits.

Climate impact 
The impact of the climate
on the frequency and in-
tensity of these events
was documented by the
Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC)
in its special report of
2018 on 1.5 degrees C
warming, and the just-re-
leased assessment on the
physical science behind a
warming world. All the
headline points in the lat-
est report point to a nar-
rowing window for the
world to taper down emis-
sions before the tempera-

ture rises beyond 2 de-
grees C.

At Glasgow, the poorer
half of the world, which
did not contribute to the
problem but faces disas-
trous impacts, will press
the key question of equity.
Under the UNFCCC, all
countries do not have the
same responsibilities, gi-
ven their respective levels
of development. This
principle of common but
differentiated responsibil-

ities guides the Paris
Agreement.

India, which has
pledged to cut the emis-
sions intensity of its
growth by 33-35% of GDP
from 2005 levels by 2030,
has declared its pre-2020
performance on this me-
tric achieved, at 24%,
while it is working to fulfil
other Paris promises —
raising renewable energy

capacity to make up a
40% share and expanding
forest cover to create a 2.5
to 3 billion tonne carbon
sink.

More recently, it an-
nounced a scale-up of its
renewable power plans to
450 GW by the end of the
decade, and a national hy-
drogen policy to produce
the chemical element
through green methods,
aiding its deployment in
industrial sectors as well
as transport, and aiming
for export. 

Science sets tempo
The tempo for the Glas-
gow conference has been
set by scientific reports,
warning of continuing ex-
treme human pressure on
the climate system. One
IPCC report of August
2021 warned that the ob-
served increase in global
surface temperature
showed unprecedented
warming during the 1850-
2020 period compared
with reconstructed tem-
perature data over a pe-
riod of 2,000 years. On
the eve of the climate
meet, the UN Environ-
ment Programme issued
its 12th Emissions Gap Re-
port, comparing the up-
dated emissions reduc-
tion pledges made by

countries for 2030, with
what is needed to keep
the rise in global tempera-
ture to 1.5 degrees C or
even 2 degrees C.

That gap, between a
projected emissions re-
duction of 7.5% for 2030
against the need for 30 to
55% cuts, and even taking
into account the latest
promises by countries,
could lead to a rise in tem-
perature by 2.7 degrees C
by the end of the century.
Moreover, G20 countries,
accounting for nearly 80%
of global emissions, are
not on a clear course to
achieving net zero (ba-
lancing out emissions)
based on 2030
commitments.

The net zero concept
remains contentious, be-
cause of the uncertainties
surrounding long-term
targets, but big countries
such as China have set
such a goal, while the EU
as a bloc, Germany, the
U.K., France, Canada and
others have legal
mandates.

At COP26, the road to
these targets is set to be-
come the focus of debate.
Article 6 of the Paris pact
provides for the establish-
ment of rules, modalities
and procedures, which
will enable countries, pu-

blic and private entities to
reduce emissions, and
which will be accounted
towards national pledges.
The private sector sees
the potential for a market
mechanism for emissions
credits, while critics see
scope for juggled num-
bers that do not cut real
emissions, and lead to de-
ception through creative
accounting.

Another conference
priority is to raise the am-
bition of high carbon
countries, notably China,
to phase out coal in ener-
gy production. This is a
contentious issue, since
coal is a reliable option for
many, despite its contri-
bution to high emissions
and atmospheric pollu-
tion, and even the U.S.,
along with India, empha-
sises carbon capture tech-
nology — expensive and
nascent at present — rath-
er than a quick move to al-
ternatives. Australia too
bats for coal.

Power shortage
The International Energy
Agency (IEA) predicted a
“rebound” in global coal
use in 2021 spurred by CO-
VID-19 recovery, and the
recent power shortages
worldwide have increased
attraction for coal. Solar

and wind are not adeq-
uate to meet the surge.

That setback, however,
has not eased up the pres-
sure from young climate
activists on countries to
move away from “dirty”
coal. Their disinvestment
campaign is hurting, as
public and private sectors
pull out their money. The
militant campaigners, led
by the face of the youth
movement, Greta Thun-
berg, will be heard in
Glasgow.

Scientists too are disap-
pointed with the progress.
James Hansen, the former
NASA researcher whose
testimony to the U.S. Con-
gress in 1988 on human-
caused global warming
proved greatly influential,
has called COP26 a ‘gas
bag season’ since politi-
cians are not ready to talk
about the gravity of scien-
tific evidence.

The IPCC says in its lat-
est report, “It is unequivo-
cal that human influence
has warmed the atmosph-
ere, ocean and land. Wi-
despread and rapid
changes in the atmosph-
ere, ocean, cryosphere
and biosphere have oc-
curred.” COP26 will be a
stocktake of whether pol-
itical will is strong enough
to stave off disaster.

COP26 

The race to
tackle global
warming 
At the Glasgow summit, nearly 120 countries
will seek consensus on rules to cut emissions,
mechanisms to adapt to climate events and
compensation for nations for loss, damage

G. Ananthakrishnan
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G20 countries,
accounting for
nearly 80% of
global emissions,
are not on a clear
course to achieving
net zero based on
2030 commitments
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In Focus 

B IPCC
warned in
August that
the
observed
increase in
global
surface
temperature
showed
unusual
warming
during the
1850-2020
period 

B The gap
between a
projected
emissions
cut against
the actual
need could
lead to a
rise in
temperature
by 2.7°C by
2100, says a
UN report 

B India,
which has
pledged to
cut the
emissions by
33-35% of
GDP by
2030, has
declared its
pre-2020
performance
on this
metric
achieved, at
24%

F
or several Suda-
nese who took to
the streets in prot-

est after General Abdel
Fattah Abdelrahman al-
Burhan ousted civilian
Prime Minister Adballa
Hamdok and took abso-
lute power in a military
coup on October 25, the
events would have re-
minded of Karl Marx’s
words — “the first time
as tragedy, the second
as farce”. After all, Su-
dan had in 1964 and in
1985, seen transitions
from military dictator-
ships, only for political
infighting, economic
crisis and military
coups to follow leading
to another spell of auth-
oritarian rule. 

Little is known of
Gen. al-Burhan, 61, who
was already the chair-
man of the Sovereignty
Council of Sudan (SCS).
The Council was
formed after the Suda-
nese revolution in 2019
that ousted dictator
Omar al-Bashir’s re-
gime. The transition
was first conducted by a
Transitional Military
Council (TMC) under
the leadership of Lt.
Gen. Ahmed Awad Ibn
Auf, who served as de
facto head of State for
one day, before naming
General al-Burhan as
his successor and head
of the Council. 

After civilian prot-
ests, aimed at rejecting
this council which con-
sisted of military offic-
ers who either served

or were seen as close to
the Bashir regime, were
violently put down, the
African Union suspend-
ed Sudan and imposed
sanctions even as agita-
tions led by Force of
Freedom and Change
(FFC), a joint social
movement comprising
22 Sudanese political
parties and social
groups, escalated. The
TMC under Gen. Bur-
han’s leadership finally
relented and the FFC
was incorporated into a
new body, the SCS,
which was formed after
the Draft Constitution
Declaration was signed
on August 4, 2019,
along with a power
sharing agreement,
promising elections in
late 2022. 

Return of tensions 
Initially, there were
some promising signs
that the civilian-military
transitional partnership
was working. But ten-
sions between the civi-
lian leadership and the

military leaders re-
mained over at least
one issue — bringing
Bashir’s regime to ac-
count for genocidal
acts, human rights
abuses and corruption.
Analysts say the mili-
tary was uncomfortable
with this as it would ex-
pose their own acts and
their financial interests
that were entrenched
during Bashir’s rule.
Gen. Burhan, after all,
played a key role as in-
spector general of the
armed forces during the
fag end of Bashir’s te-
nure – overseeing Su-
dan’s intervention in
the Yemen Civil War. He
had also been a regional
army commander in
Darfur between 2003
and 2008, a period that
coincided with the
deaths of hundreds of
thousands of civilians. 

Gen. Burhan’s mili-
tary cohort that came
into prominence are al-
so accused of being part
of a small elite that had
garnered significant fi-

nancial clout during the
oil boom in the 2010s
along with select sup-
porters of the Bashir re-
gime. A New York Times

report points out that
Gen. Burhan and Lt.
Gen. Mohamed Ham-
dan, the head of the pa-
ramilitary Rapid Sup-
port Forces that is
accused of genocide in
Darfur and is also the
deputy Chairman of the
TMC, together con-
trolled “hundreds of
state-owned enterpris-
es dealing in the pro-
duction and sale of min-
erals, including gold,
imports and exports of
livestock, construction
materials and pharma-
ceuticals”. 

Clearly, the military
coup is an attempt to
deter greater civilian
control in a country rav-
aged by poverty and
years of misrule. West-
ern governments have
promptly cancelled
promised tranches of
aid and are compelling
the return to the transi-
tional regime even as
new protests have
erupted. But Gen. Bur-
han seems to be embol-
dened due to his re-
gime’s closeness with
those in Egypt and
some Gulf countries
and would seek to con-
trol the transition of
power with a pliant
technocrat in charge
rather than an assertive
civilian-linked to politi-
cal and social move-
ments. Sudan is in for
another spell of tur-
moil.

ABDEL FATTAH AL-BURHAN 

A force of the status quo
Sudan’s army chief has seized power, throwing transition into chaos

Srinivasan Ramani

ILLUSTRATION: J.A. PREMKUMAR

E
ven the most char-
itable account of
Sri Lanka’s civil

war cannot term the
“peace” that followed
its bloody, May 2009
end anything but tenta-
tive. The ethnic conflict
between the majority
Sinhalese and minority
Tamils remains unre-
solved. The period has
also witnessed a spike
in violence directed at
the Muslim community. 

News of every such
attack in recent years
has invariably come
alongside an influential
religious figure making
emphatic claims about
the country belonging
first and foremost to
Sinhala Buddhists. Ga-
lagodaaththe Gnanasa-
ra ‘Thero’ [as Buddhist
priests in Sri Lanka are
respectfully referred
to], 46, is arguably Sri
Lanka’s most controver-
sial monk, whom Presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapak-
sa recently appointed as
chairman of a 13-mem-
ber task force to evolve
proposals for the go-
vernment’s ‘One Coun-
try, One Law’ endea-
vour. 

The saffron-robed
monk, who hails from
the southern Galle dis-
trict and entered priest-
hood as a child, came to
prominence in 2012
when he founded the
Bodu Bala Sena (BBS, or
Buddhist Power Force)
with a fellow priest. The
stated vision of the or-
ganisation, which Gna-

nasara Thero describes
as a “national move-
ment”, is to protect
Buddhism for future
generations. 

Within the next year
the ethno-religious or-
ganisation unveiled the
rather divisive terms of
its activism. In January
2013, the BBS, led by its
General Secretary Gna-
nasara Thero, cam-
paigned aggressively
against the halal certifi-
cation of meat, that at-
tests food items as being
compliant with Islamic
conventions, therefore
allowing Muslims to
consume it both domes-
tically and in the export
market. 

The following
month, the BBS held a
rally in a Colombo sub-
urb, calling upon on
supporters to become a
Sinhala civilian police
force against Muslim ex-
tremism. “This is a Sin-
hala country; there is a
global principle that mi-
norities must reside in a
country in a manner

that does not threaten
the majority race and
identity,” Gnanasara
Thero said at the rally.

Violent mob
In March that year, im-
ages of a violent mob
led by Buddhist monks
pelting a Muslim-owned
store with stones, and
setting fire to another
took the country by
shock. It was the surest
sign at the time, of the
fragility of Sri Lanka’s
post-war “peace”, un-
der persisting threat
with majoritarian Sin-
hala Buddhist forces
that had now found a
new target. 

The monk repeatedly
made news thereafter,
like in June 2014 when
he referred to Muslims
in derogatory terms at a
rally in the southern
Aluthgama town. “This
country still has a Sin-
hala police. A Sinhala
army. If a single Sinha-
lese is touched, that will
be the end of them all,”
he warned. The ensuing

violence claimed at
least four lives and in-
jured dozens. The same
year, the monk signed a
pact with Myanmar’s
Buddhist monk Ashin
Wirathu of the extre-
mist 969 movement.
Gnanasara Thero was
also present at the cen-
tral Digana town ahead
of a series of targeted at-
tacks on Muslim homes
and Muslim-owned
shops in early 2018. 

While probing Sri
Lanka’s Easter Sunday
terror bombings of
April 2019, investigators
pointed to the Aluthga-
ma and Digana violence
as possible triggers for
some Muslim youth to
radicalise and be drawn
to the suicidal terror
network. In fact, a Pre-
sidential Commission of
Inquiry appointed to in-
vestigate the serial
bomb attacks even re-
commended that Gna-
nasara Thero be
charged for for “inciting
racial tensions” in
Aluthgama. 

But he has been to
prison. In August 2018,
Sri Lanka’s Court of Ap-
peal gave him a six-year
jail sentence, convicting
him for contempt of
court. Except, Presi-
dent Maithripala Sirise-
na pardoned him when
he had served barely
nine months. Gnanasa-
ra tried entering Parlia-
ment twice — in 2004,
and 2020 — but was un-
successful. He, never-
theless, chairs a crucial
task force on legal re-
forms in the country.

GALAGODAATHTHE GNANASARA

The divisive monk 
The controversial figure will lead a presidential panel in Sri Lanka

Meera Srinivasan
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Illustration: R. Rajesh
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Scam-tainted Infrastruc-
ture Leasing & Financial
Services Ltd. (IL&FS) said it
has received an approval
from the National Compa-
ny Law Tribunal (NCLT) to
introduce phase one of In-
frastructure Investment
Trust (InvIT).

With this approval, six
road projects would be
transferred to the newly-
formed Roadstar Infra In-
vestment Trust under its
InvIT Phase I, IL&FS said in
a filing with the exchanges.

“These six road pro-
jects’ special purpose vehi-
cles (SPVs) will be trans-
ferred to the InvIT at an
aggregate valuation of
₹9,214 crore determined by
an independent valuer ap-
pointed in accordance with
SEBI InvIT Regulations,”
IL&FS added.

IL&FS’s phase I
InvIT gets
NCLT nod 
Special Correspondent 

MUMBAI 

India’s goal of becoming a $5
trillion economy by 2024-25
is likely to be set back by
about 3-4 years in an ‘opti-
mistic or business-as-usual’
scenario, and may have to
wait till 2029-30 in a worst-
case outcome, as per an EY
India estimate. 

India is poised to overtake
China in terms of the annual
pace of economic expansion
and become the global
growth leader for the next
five years, starting from 2021-
22, as per the latest projec-
tions of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF). EY In-
dia’s macro-fiscal unit, tax
and economic policy group
used the IMF projections to
arrive at their estimates. 

The IMF has projected a
9.5% GDP growth for India
this fiscal, followed by an
8.5% growth next year and

the consulting major’s eco-
nomy team led by chief poli-
cy advisor D.K. Srivastava
reckoned this indicated a
real GDP growth of 6% in the
medium term. 

“This is still lower than the
previous peak of trend
growth rate of close to 7%
during the four years from
2007-08 to 2010-11,” EY India

said in a report. “In fact, if
we include the forecasted
growth of 9.5% for this year
and 8.5% for 2022-23, the
trend growth rate is uplifted
to only 4.9% by 2022-23,” it
noted, adding that this sug-
gested the need for initia-
tives to lift the trend growth
rate to 7% or above in the
medium term. 

“As a point of reference,
we consider the likely year
by which the Indian econo-
my would reach or just cross
the $5 trillion mark in three
alternative scenarios. In our
benchmark solution, we util-
ise the IMF projections for
real and nominal GDP
growth up to 2026-27. The
exchange rate projections
are also taken from the IMF,”
the firm’s economists noted. 

“In the pessimistic scena-
rio, the real GDP growth is
reduced by 1 percentage
point starting 2022-23 as
compared to the benchmark
solution. Other parameters
namely implicit price defla-
tor-based inflation and ex-
change rate depreciation are
kept at the same levels as in
the benchmark solution. In
this case, the crossover point
shifts one year forward to
2029-30,” EY said.

“In the optimistic scena-

rio, real GDP growth is in-
creased by 1 percentage
point beginning 2022-23 as
compared to the benchmark
solution. In this case, India
reaches the $5 trillion mark
by 2027-28,” the EY team
concluded in a chapter on
‘India and the global econo-
my in context of the evolving
contours of post-COVID re-
covery’ in its October report. 

‘Raise public spending’
Calling for a ramp up in pu-
blic sector investment to
help crowd in private invest-
ments, EY emphasised the
need to reverse the declining
trend in the overall invest-
ment rate from a peak of
39.8% of GDP in 2010-11 to an
estimated 29.3% in 2020-21. 

“These trends indicate
that more policy initiatives
are needed to lift the trend
growth rate to 7% or above,”
it underlined.

‘India’s $5 tn goal set back by 3-5 years’
EY India sees country’s economy now reaching the target size by 2027-28 in its ‘optimistic scenario’ 

Vikas Dhoot 

NEW DELHI

Booster dose: India must ramp up public sector investment to
help crowd in private investments, says EY India. * REUTERS

Demand acceleration is evi-
dent for pure-play engineer-
ing services, especially in
areas such as electric, auto-
nomous, connected vehi-
cles (EACVs), digital manu-
facturing and digital
products across key markets
including the U.S, Europe
and India, said Amit Chad-
ha, CEO and MD, L&T Tech-
nology Services (LTTS).

“Based on my interac-
tions with global CEOs and
R&D heads of many con-
glomerates, demand ap-
pears to be bouncing back
in many of our key markets.
Overall, we see demand ac-
celeration for pure-play en-
gineering services, in areas
like EACVs, digital manufac-
turing and digital products,”
Mr. Chadha, CEO & MD,
LTTS told The Hindu.

“From customers, we are
getting positive signals on
CY22 budgets, as CTOs and
heads of engineering invest
in growth and transforma-
tion,” he added.

Auto companies were go-
ing through rapid transfor-
mation, and LTTS was part-
nering with major players
around the globe in the
areas of electrification and
connected vehicles, he said.

The company’s Electric
Vehicles (EV) lab, backed by
domain expertise was gen-
erating ‘a lot of ’ customer
interest and had helped the
company win large deals in
the second quarter, accord-
ing to him.

Six areas identified
To build scale in deep tech-
nology, the firm has identi-
fied six investment areas —
EACVs, 5G, medical tech,
digital manufacturing, AI-
and ML-driven smart pro-
ducts and sustainability, he
said.

“Through investments in
these areas, we will be able
to create a sustainable
growth engine. The EACV
segment is seeing strong de-

mand and we won an over
$25 million EACV deal in
Q2,” he elaborated. The
market outlook had gradual-
ly improved over the last
two quarters and a growing
momentum was visible
across industries such as au-
tomotive, healthcare and in-
dustrial products in terms of
traction and large-deal
wins, he pointed out.

LTTS said 5G was a ‘big
growth opportunity’. The
firm recently opened a ded-
icated 5G lab in Bengaluru
to deliver development,
testing and integration ser-
vices, using advanced auto-
mation capabilities and pa-
tented tools in the telecom
space. 

The firm plans hire about
2,000 engineering grad-
uates in FY22 for centres in
Bengaluru, Mysuru, Vadod-
ara and Mumbai, and the
bulk of these freshers would
be recruited in the current
quarter. Hiring would be
based on the project pipe-
line and demands in specific
verticals such as very-large
scale integration (VLSI), em-
bedded systems and auto-
motive, Mr. Chadha added.

In the quarter ended Sep-
tember, LTTS’s net profit
rose 39% to ₹230 crore from
a year earlier. Revenue grew
22% to ₹1,607.7 crore. The
medical segment saw
‘strong bounce-back’ with
almost 10% sequential
growth, crossing $100 mil-
lion in annualised revenue.
Its largest segment, tran-
sportation, registered a 6%
sequential growth.

IT demand quickening
in key markets: LTTS
Autonomous EVs seeing interest: MD

Mini Tejaswi

Bengaluru

Amit Chadha.

Power transmission project
related auctions in India are
gaining momentum to sup-
port the country’s capacity
addition in renewables. 

According to data from
the Ministry of Power, Cen-
tral Electricity Authority
(CEA) and a Crisil report,
transmission projects worth
almost ₹10,000 crore are
under various stages of the
auction process in the inter-
State transmission bidding. 

Of this, 80% are a part of
Green Energy Corridors
(GEC). These are dedicated
Inter-State Transmission
System (ISTS) projects sanc-
tioned by the Ministry of
Power to evacuate large-
scale renewable energy
from zones that are rich in
such energy in the country. 

Project bids estimated at

₹8,540 crore (80% of the to-
tal estimate of ₹10,598
crore) are apportioned for
these critical GEC projects
which are specially de-
signed towards meeting In-
dia’s renewable energy goal
of 450 GW by 2030.

Of the total ₹8,540 crore,
a GEC bid worth ₹686 crore
for renewable energy evac-
uation from Koppal (Karna-
taka) has already been
awarded while bids worth
₹2,800 crore will be lined
up within the next month.

Green power transmission
units’ auctions gain speed
₹10,000-cr. worth auctions in process
Lalatendu Mishra

MUMBAI Indian Bank on Saturday
said it had reported over
₹266 crore worth of fraud
to the Reserve Bank, relat-
ing to three NPA accounts.

These non-performing
accounts have been de-
clared as fraud and report-
ed to RBI as per regulatory
requirement, the lender
said in a regulatory filing.

It has declared MP Bor-
der Checkpost Develop-
ment Co. Ltd. as fraud with
an outstanding of ₹166.89
crore; Pune Sholapur Road
Development (₹72.76
crore) and SONAC (₹27.08
crore). Indian Bank said it
had held provisions worth
₹12.58 crore against SO-
NAC. While in the case of
other two accounts, the
provisions held are equiva-
lent to the entire exposure,
respectively. 

Indian Bank
reports frauds
worth ₹266 cr.
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With only a few weeks re-
maining for the coffee har-
vest to begin, a disparity in
the prices of Robusta coffee
in the international market
and India has become a ma-
jor cause for concern among
growers in South India.

Though the price of coffee
in India is usually based on
international markets, espe-
cially the London market, a
proportionate increase in
the price of the produce
overseas is yet to get reflect-
ed in the local market, ac-
cording to trade sources. 

While the price of Robus-
ta coffee rose by about $70 a
ton in the international mar-
ket, the Indian market was
yet to reflect the increase.
According to Coffee Board

data, the price of the pro-
duce (AB grade) in the inter-
national market was ₹165 a
kg on October 29 but the
growers here were getting
only ₹140 a kg.

The trade sources con-
tended that the likely reason
for the disparity was ‘price
cartelisation’ by some inter-
national buyers. Also, the
number of buyers had been
relatively low in India as the
harvesting season here

would begin only by the end
of December, they added. 

According to the board’s
final estimates, the total cof-
fee production in India dur-
ing 2020-2021 stood at 3. 69
lakh tons, including 2.35
lakh tons of Robusta. Of this,
a little more than 1.64 lakh
tons were exported. 

Recently, the Centre ex-
tended RoDTEP (Refund of
Duties and Taxes on Export-
ed Products) scheme to the
coffee sector to boost ex-
ports. But the growers were
not enthused, the sources
added. Alleging that some
international players were
likely trying to enhance pro-
fits by not increasing the
prices, the trade sources
sought the Union Commerce
Ministry’s intervention to
stop such exploitation.

‘Local growers yet to savour
rising global coffee prices’
Govt. intervention sought to check cartels, say trade sources 

Staff Reporter 

KALPETTA

Men’s T20 World Cup: Star
Sports 1 (SD & HD), 3.30 p.m.
& 7.30 p.m.
Badminton: Paris Open, Star
Sports 3, 5.30 p.m.
Premier League: SS Select 1
(SD & HD), 7.30 p.m. & 10
p.m.
Bundesliga: Sony Ten 2 (SD
& HD), 8 p.m. & 10 p.m.
Men’s World Boxing
Championships: Sony Six
(SD & HD), 10.30 p.m.

TV PICKS

As a pair, G. Sathiyan and
Harmeet Desai of India won
their first international title
by bagging the men’s dou-
bles title of the World Table
Tennis Contender Tunis
here on Saturday, with a 11-9,
4-11, 11-9, 11-6 victory over
France’s Emmanuel Lebes-
son and Alexander Cassin in
the final. 

After losing the first game,
the French pair fought back
taking a 5-1 and 9-3 lead to
pocket the second game.
The third game was close
with leads changing hands

between the two pairs. Ho-
wever, it was the Sathiyan-
Harmeet duo that won it at
11-9. Running up a 4-1 lead in
the fourth, the Indians never
looked back after taking a

6-5 lead. 
“I have reached the final

playing with Sharath anna,
[Soumyajit] Ghosh and Sanil
[Shetty], but I have never
won a men’s doubles crown.

I am extremely happy. The
key factor for our win was
the speed,” Sathiyan told
The Hindu. 

Harmeet, who had won a
doubles title with Soumyajit
Ghosh in the 2015 Common-
wealth Championships, was
equally ecstatic. 

“Winning with Sathiyan is
really special. Since Sathiyan
had earlier seen [Emma-
nuel] Lebesson in the mixed
doubles semifinals, we de-
vised certain strategies and
it worked well for us,” he
said. “We are also trying dif-
ferent [men’s doubles] com-
binations to prepare for the
2022 Commonwealth
Games.” 

Sathiyan & Harmeet win crown

Taking the honours: G. Sathiyan and Harmeet Desai with their
trophies. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Duo claims its first international title beating France’s Lebesson and Cassin 

WTT

Sports Bureau

TUNIS

Heat rides Butler’s form,
rolls over Hornets
LOS ANGELES

Jimmy Butler scored 32
points and grabbed 10
rebounds, while Bam
Adebayo had 26 points as
Miami Heat stretched its
winning streak to three
straight games with a 114-99
NBA win over Charlotte
Hornets on Friday.
The results: Raptors 110 bt
Magic 109; Nets 105 bt
Pacers 98; Heat 114 bt
Hornets 99; Pelicans 109 bt
Kings 113; Nuggets 106 bt
Mavericks 75; Trail Blazers 111
bt Clippers 92; Lakers 113 bt
Cavaliers 101. AFP

Today’s races 
postponed
BENGALURU

The Stewards of the
Bangalore Turf Club have
decided to postpone the first
day races of the Bangalore
Winter Meeting scheduled to
be held on Oct. 31 to Nov. 2,
as per the directions received
from the Police Authority in
view of the demise of actor
Puneeth Rajkumar. The same
card will hold good.

Niki Poonacha wielded the
magic wand yet again to
script an improbable victory
that crowned him a cham-
pion for the third time at the
DLTA Complex here.

“I have a 15-match winning
streak. Hope it continues,”
said the 26-year-old Niki after
saving three matchpoints on
way to a 3-6, 7-6(6), 6-4 victo-
ry over Digvijay Pratap Singh,
in three hours and 38 mi-
nutes, in the Fenesta National
tennis championship on
Saturday.

After winning the Fenesta
National title in 2019, Niki
had won the ITF men’s title in
April this year, against the
odds, at the DLTA.

Tall and blessed with a big

game, that is nicely tuned at
the Rohan Bopanna Academy
in Bengaluru, Niki did strug-
gle to find his rhythm for the
most part against an inspired
Digvijay who did everything
except hit the winning shot.

After losing the first set, Ni-
ki did take a 5-2 lead in the se-
cond, but found Digvijay
catching up and sprinting
ahead with his vibrant game.
At 6-3 in the tie-break, it
looked curtains for Niki’s
challenge, but Digvijay was
unable to close out. Niki
lobbed to save the second of
the match points, while Digvi-
jay erred in missing the other
two.

In the decider, it was Digvi-
jay who led 3-1 before Niki
found a semblance of his
game to turn the tide in his fa-
vour. After hitting robust
groundstrokes to move

ahead, Niki served out the
match brilliantly at love, fir-
ing two aces in the process, to
affix his stamp of class.

In the women’s final, top
seed Zeel Desai recovered her
rhythm after being down 1-3
in the opening set and did not

drop another game in beating
qualifier Sharmada Balu 6-3,
6-0.

“The National title is very
important to me. I had won
all the under-14, 16 and 18 na-
tional titles and this was the
one missing,” said Zeel who
had lost to Mahak Jain in the
final in her earlier best
performance.

For coach Jignesh Rawal,
who trains Zeel at the Altevol
Academy in Ahmedabad, it
was mission accomplished.

For Sharmada, it was a
memorable effort as she had
won the doubles title with
Sravya Shivani and had made
a strong attempt at the singles
crown.

The results (finals): Men: Ni-
ki Poonacha bt Digvijay Pratap
Singh 3-6, 7-6(6), 6-4.

Women: Zeel Desai bt Shar-
mada Balu 6-3, 6-0.

Niki Poonacha and Zeel Desai reign supreme
Register comeback wins against Digvijay and Sharmada in the finals

TENNIS

Victorious: National champions Zeel Desai and Niki
Poonacha. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Kamesh Srinivasan

NEW DELHI

Nihal Sarin continued his im-
pressive run in the $425,000
FIDE Grand Swiss, beating
Australia’s Temur Kuybovka-
rov with black pieces in the
third round in Riga, Latvia,
on Friday.

Nihal’s second victory put
him joint second with 2.5
points behind leader Alireza
Firouzja (3) of France.

D. Gukesh, R. Praggna-
nandhaa and Arjun Erigaisi,
too, maintained their unbea-
ten run by drawing against
higher-rated rivals. P. Harik-
rishna scored his first victory
but B. Adhiban suffered a se-

cond straight loss. Surya
Shekhar Ganguly and S. P.
Sethuraman also lost.

In the women’s section, D.
Harika defeated former
World champion Antoaneta
Stefanova (Bulgaria) for her
second victory to be among
the nine leaders at 2.5
points.

The results (third round, in-
volving Indians): Open: K. Sasi-

kiran (2) drew with Parham
Maghsoodhloo (Iri, 2); D. Gu-
kesh (2) drew with Vladislav Ar-
temiev (Rus, 2); R. Praggna-
nandhaa (2) drew with David
Howell (Eng, 2); Temur Kuybo-
karov (Aus, 1.5) lost to Nihal Sa-
rin (2.5); David Navara (Cze, 2)
bt S. P. Sethuraman (1); Arjun
Erigaisi (1.5) drew with Rauf Ma-
medov (Aze, 1.5); Surya Shekhar
Ganguly (1) lost to Dariusz
Swiercz (USA, 2); P. Harikrishna
(1.5) bt Ivan Fernandez Morovic
(Chi, 1); Raunak Sadhwani (1)
drew with Jordeen van Foreest
(Ned, 1); B. Adhiban (0.5) lost to
Volodymyr Onyshchuk (Ukr,
1.5).

Women: D. Harika (2.5) bt
Antoaneta Stefanova (Bul, 1.5);
Padmini Rout (2) bt R. Vaishali
(1); Vantika Agarwal (2) bt Divya
Deshmukh (0.5).

Nihal Sarin lies joint second

CHESS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

Harika among nine leaders in women’s section
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B Gukesh, Praggnanandhaa
and Erigaisi maintain their
unbeaten run by drawing
against higher-rated rivals

B Harikrishna scores first
victory but Adhiban suffers
a second straight loss
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Sumit (75kg) sailed into the
pre-quarterfinals of the AI-
BA men’s World champion-
ships here on Saturday
notching up a 5-0 victory ov-
er Tajikistan’s Abdumalik
Boltaev.

Sumit, however, copped
a warning in the second
round for hitting Boltaev on
the back of the head repeat-
edly despite being cau-
tioned by the referee. But
the docking of one point
had no impact on his con-
trol over the proceedings.

Later, Sachin (80kg), who
got a first-round bye, lost 1-4
to American Robby Gon-

zales. The Indian seemed up
for an intense showdown in
the opening round but ran
out of steam.

In a late night bout on Fri-
day, Nishant Dev (71kg) ral-
lied to defeat Mauritian Mer-
ven Clair 4-1 to also secure a
pre-quarterfinal berth.

The gold winners at the
showpiece will walk away
with a prize money of
$100,000. The silver medal-
lists are to be given
$50,000, and both bronze-
medallists will be awarded
$25,000 each. The total
prize purse is $2.6 million.

The results: 75kg: Sumit bt
Abdumalik Boltaev (Tjk) 5-0;
80kg: Robby Gonzales (USA)
bt Sachin 4-1; 71kg: Nishant
Dev bt Merven Clair (Mus) 4-1.

Sumit, Nishant in
pre-quarterfinals

BOXING
Press Trust of India

Belgrade

Gonzales too good for Sachin

Iniyan triumphs

ARANDELOVAC (SERBIA)

GM P. Iniyan won the fifth
Rujna Zora round-robin chess
tournament (Classical time
format) here on Saturday, The
19-year-old remained
undefeated, winning five
games and drawing four, and
collected seven points from
nine games. 
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PREPARE FOR NEET and IITJEE Online
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IITJEE Preparation.

AVBL FOR contract mfg/JV/Alliance
PEB (15500 ft) 1−acre plot sipcot
nr Hyundai Chennai email:
wonderpolymers@hotmail.com

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES salaried/
bizmen/self employed to overcome
your monthly bills problem.
6381095123

WE ARE Ready to Invest Long Term
Projects all Over the World. Ct :
08610936362, 07708215904

PROFIT ORIENTED Packing manu-
facturing Company for sale in Bangalo-
re.Tel :  9446802300

APERIO FUNDS Get from 15CR TO 150
CR , Interest @3−6%, Against Vi-
able Projects , LAP ,Business ,
Binding Properties , Institutions,
Industries , Sickunits &Takeover ,
Transperent Process , Solicit En-
quiry Ct 7200418844 Mail:
aperiofunds@gmail.com

350S−CDI LWB 2011 Direct Import,
One owner 37000 Kms Silver. Con-
tact: 8825696773 (between 10 am to
6 pm)

ONLINE / contact class usg / echo
/ cosmetology−9940212129

NAIDU ISSUELESS Divorcee,45/151
cms ACS MBA,Empl. PSU Looking for
Bridegroom in Chennai. CNB :
9360167989

GROOM WANTED for a Naidu girl from
Upper middle class family. 34yrs.
B.E PGPM. Sal: 15L above working
in IT.Chennai. Contact: 9487078650

GAVARA−NAIDU 24YRS/MBBS Good Look-
ing Bride Kiruthika 4th padham,
Rishabham Seeks well settled Groom
Dr/Engr. Srk23463@gmail.com,
7904946177

YADHAVA NAIDU Telugu Girl , Magam
27/152 , CTS salary 80k seeking
groom (Any Telugu/Tamil Naidu
preferable) Mobile: 7200901366/
9884001366

KAMMA NAIDU 25, Fair 162/52 MBBS,
MD, Reputed Family Seeks Bride-
groom. Ct: 9787668282

ALLIANCE FOR A Very Fair Naidu Doc-
tor Girl 25/160 Cm Second Year MDS
(Orthodontics) Student From Prefer-
ably South Indian Well To Do PG
Professional Engineering/ Medical
Groom Born After January 1993. Con-
tact: 9490748852/ 9444929250.

BALIJA NAIDU 26/168 cm Punarvasu/
Mithuna, B.Arch, Graphic Designer
seeks groom from educated fami-
lies, service class preferred.044−
24418232

NAIDU 32 /156/BE Poorattathi Kum-
bam SW 15L P.A Seeks TN bridegroom
Other Subsect also working in Chen-
nai/Bangalore preferable
Ct:9445683332

NAIDU: 24/160, V.Fair, M.Arch,
Wood Export & Import Business,
Chennai, Rich Family, Seeks Groom
− Business / Engineer − 8939012419

YADHAVA NAIDU Girl, Maham, 27/152,
CTS, Salary: 85k. Seeking groom
(any Telugu / Tamil Naidu Prefer-
able) Ct: 7200901366 / 9884001366

Dr. MS in Service belongs to Chennai,
Slim, Fair 29yrs seeks MD/MS/DNB/
DM groom. Whatsapp: 9940656146.

MUSLIM GIRL 27/165cm Very Fair
MBBS, MRCP well to do Family Chen-
nai. Ph: 9445556810

ELITE RICH tall Uthiradam Mudali-
yar Mtech MS Sweden seeks bride ph
or WhatsApp 9884187197

TAMIL 35/167, BE., MBA., Employed,
6 Lakhs PA. Divorcee, Seeks Suitable
Bride, Caste No Bar. Ct: 98409 56041

28, SURGEON,MS, MCh, AIIMS, New
Delhi ,Vokkaliga/Vishwakarma
(caste no bar) looking for Kannada/
Tamil Doctor bride below 26yrs.
8618607705.

HINDU INTERCASTE 36Yrs MBBS,
D.Ortho,DNB Seeks Suitable Bride.
Pref Telugu Community 9715034589/
8610381424

B.E., SC - 33 Years Groom - Rs. 1.25
Lakh p.m. required B.E., Working Girl
in Chennai - Contact - 97890 54647

1985/175CM. IT. 25 Lakhs PA. Chen-
nai. Father Doctor. Seeks well edu-
cated bride. WhatsApp: 96290 12248

NAIR BOY, 36 yr, 6ft, 72 kg, fair
& good looking. Karthika Naksha-
tram −Dosha Jatakam. BE, Working
with MNC, Blore Settled. Seeking a
beautiful girl b/w 28−33yrs within
same community, Ph−080−41492903/
9964219626

HINDU, AGE 36, Ezhava, Caste No
Bar, Chennai Settled, Salary 8
lakhs PA, Phone: 9962599635

NAIR BOY, 38, divorcee, B.E.,well
employed and well settled in Chen-
nai seeks smart bride. Ct:
9941410890

WANTED HINDU Educated working
Malayalee Girl, for MBA Gold Medal-
ist Bride Groom 33 / 178, running
own Business. Caste no bar. Ph:
9500042949

MALAYALI DEEVARA, Hindu 27/
MBA workg P.Ltd, Magayiram seeks
girl fr Chn / Kerala CNB. 9789915547

Unmarried Nair 34 Yrs Lawyer settled
in Pondicherry seeks Well Groomed
Nair Bride. Contact: 8072507037/
9894949009

KAMMA NAIDU, 32/177, Uthradam,
Dhanush, GM, UK Citizen seeks
bride working in UK, Mail:
manoharans2021@gmail.com

Suitable Bride for Tamil, Catholic,
Vellalar Boy, 29 Yrs, Employed & Sett-
led in USA. Contact: 9849079688.

CHRISTIAN THIRUNELVELI Nadar CSI
well settled family seeking bride
for only son 25/180 MS working in
USA from same community Green
Card/ Indian citizen any profes-
sional degree. Ct: 9344380866

Widower 67 Hotel B'ness needs life
partner 50-55 with good health to
maintain Home & B'ness. No encum-
brance. 97869 85957

NATHAMA UDAYAR 37 years 167 cm
mithunam MS(USA) good looking Di-
vorced in a month working in USA
9841931108

Hindu DKV Pallan M.E 39/167 Mana-
ger Nationalised Bank. Seeks Suitable
Bride. Ct. No. 80563 71995

SEEKS VEGETARIAN Life Partner for
a Bridegroom aged 47,MBA,Asst Man-
ager,Own House Chennai.
Ct:9789037973.

38, BC, Well Settled Family. Wid-
ow, Divorcee accepted. No expecta-
tions. CT: 9865072972

MUDALIYR INNOCENT divorcee 38yrs.
Govt Sports GM 2Lac/month. Dr par-
ents. Hindu simple Bride.
Ct:8778934848

MUDALIYAR BOY (Veg) 26/180 Sad-
hayam MBA, Working HR Dept Chennai
Rs3Lpa Having Car & FF House, Oth-
er Caste Veg Bride accepted.
9176368282

HINDU NADAR, 37/185, M.Tech (IIT
Madras), Electronics Engineer,
Principal Engineer (VLSI Chip De-
sign, R&D) in a MNC in Bangalore,
seeks well educated, suitable
bride. Caste No Bar. Ct: 9840117920

HINDU NADAR 31, 180cm BSC,MCA, 3,
00,000/ PM Working in Bangalore
Seeks Bride K.A.Ramannadar ,
9380791999

VADAMA KOWSIKAM Punarposam4
Kadagam, 33/5.9, BE MBA LLB Seeks
Doctors CA only 9444010533/
9344653732

HINDU VELLALA pillai, Thiruvonam,
28/177 cm, handsome, M.E Nationali-
sed Bank officer BOB. seeks suitable
Bride Central Govt staff / Central Govt
Schools, subcaste No Bar, Contact:
9842508810, 6374741850.

IYER, GARGAYA, Brahacharanam, Avit-
tam, 41/156 Senior Exe. in family
concern, Chennai Own House, Widow-
er with Child (10 yrs) Bride Ct:
9940469993 / Mail: sstyagarajan@
gmail.com

Hindu Family, 29/5.7/BE/ Software
Engr/Fair/Rich/Sc/Caste No Bar. Sett-
led in Bangalore. Seeks Bride from
Educated and well Settled Family.
Contact No. 9448603539/9845401461.

HINDU NADAR, B’Tech, Mumbai Based
Industrialist, 27, 180cm, Seeks
Suitable Engineer Bride from Good
Family. 9326750083 porkodis44@
gmail.com

AGAMUDAIYA MUDALIYAR, 39/170,
divorsed, slim Ph.D TNGovt 94000pm,
Mirugasiridam1 9942556572.

HINDU NADAR 28/176cm 1Lac PM Work-
ing Bangalore Seeks Suitable Bride
KA Raman Nadar 9380791999

ELITE MUDALIYAR 29/M.Techvery fa-
mous Own (Silk Showrooms,Coimbat-
ore) 500 Crores Family seeksBride
Mrs Lakshmi: 7200067015

R.ARUNKUMAR 28YRS/BE−CIVIL Sr.
Engr.( MNC Co., Tiruchendur), Veg.
Seeks Educated Bride. Chennai
8939934114

CASTE NOBAR 40/168 F−Pillai M−
Chetiar Govt Doctor Seek Suitable
Bride 9841151575 Mail:write2vpt@
gmail.com

MUDALIYAR 42 ME PHD. Professor
Pvt College Chennai 1.5 L PM. Seeks
Bride. Subcaste O.K. 80568 91976

BRAHMIN, IYER−1973, Rohini
Athreyam, B.Tech MNC − GM, 24L P/A
any Brahmin girl. Contact :
8778588458

F/BRAHMIN & M/CHRISTIAN. Follow fa-
ther tradition−BOY 27 YRS−Working
in MNC as Manager. Only Son. Seeks
Bride Preferably from Psychology
Degree or Any Degree (www.emocare.
co.in).Caste No bar.Contact.
9962163122

VANNIAR 30 Medium 174ht. Ashwini,
Mesham, B.E. MBA Employed in MNC,
Reputed Family Seeks Bride
9444944196

MUDALIAR (CNB): 25/180, Handsome,
MBA (Corporate & Fin), Having own
Institution, Resorts, Real estate,
Rice Export Business, Only son,
Chennai, Elite Family − Seeks good
looking bride − 7305810258

AGE 43, Second Marriage, Working
in Hospital at Abroad. Suitable
Bride Who willing to Re Locate. Ct
: +97433840227 / +919498328263

VANNIYAR BOY 30yrs/ 170cm/slim
MVSc, PhD, TNPSC selected. Bride:
Educated Professional vanniyar com-
munity with horoscope contact
9138105708

PANTA REDDIAR, Uthradam-1 pa-
dam 28yrs, B.com, MBA (FIN),
Director start up Pharma Company,
Seeks B.Pharm / M.Pharm bride,
age 21 to 27yrs. Cont: 7904045221

HINDU NADAR Doctor Settled In Aus-
tralia With Parents Need A Fair,
Good Looking, Good Nature In Be-
havier With A Post Graduate In Med-
ical Or Engineering Or MBA Or MCA.
Under Graduate Also Admissable.
Very Important Is Bride and Bride
Family Must Be Interested In Allow-
ing Her To Settle At Australia.No
Need For Dowry. C.A.Rajan− +91
73587 87538

Bank Manager Retd. age 63  chettiyar
Thanjavur divorced single, caste no
bar. Seeks age 40-50, good looking,
lovable, genuine person. widow /
divorced / unmarried. Ct.80989 26732.

CASTE NO Bar 62, Retd Govt.
Pensioner,well Settled Seeks Al-
liance from Decent Family
8778514465/7200866346

VADAKALAI BHARATWAJAM Uthratadhi
Slim very fair MCA 45/180 Software
13lac pa, seek suitable bride be-
low 35 (Divorcee excuse) Ct:
9841568976

BRAHMIN, 40, ASSOCIATE Project Man-
ager HCL Technologies Madurai,
seeks any brahmin girl, 9487851429

IYER CHENNAI 57Ys Bachelor Gud
Habit Elect 40K Sks Broadminded
PureVeg Widow Slight Defect Ok:
9840846524

SEEKING BEAUTIFUL, Homemaker Brah-
min Bride 18 to 22 years for our
Fair, Educated Son BS & MS in Har-
vard USA, 26 years, 180 cms, Ker-
ala Iyer, Koundinyam, Magam. Boy
maintains Chastity, No Drinking,
No Smoking, Vegetarian, never mar-
ried and expects same from girl.
Send details to Whatsapp: +1 732
372 8410

Iyer 1988 B’charanam Koundinyam
Avitam B.Com MBA working in a pvt
firm seeks working bride. 94431 32445

IYER,VADAMA, 40YEARS. Self Em-
ployed Chartered Accountant. Right
leg slightly short. He can walk
and drive vehicle normally. Need
Suitable Bride. Call 9994934568

IYER VADULAM Uthiram Nov 77 BSc
(MCA) MNC IT 22 LPA .Seek any un-
married Brahmin Girl Ct 9841071359

Doctor parents mother Iyengar father
Bengali seek Alliance for only son
5ft11' 28 yrs M.Tech at MNC. Doctors
or Engineers. 9300502792.

BE, MS PhD (IITM), Tamil Swathi, 29
yrs, 174cm, MNC B'lore, seeks B'ful
PQM Karuneegar/Mudaliar, Contact-
9840161742.

NAIDU Boy 31 Fair M.Sc., Central
Govt. Employee, Seeks Bride from any
Hindu Community Bride (CNB). Ct:
9994329563 / 9600489726.

KAMBALATHU NAICKER, Bank Employee
Location of work in Warsaw,
Poland, Europe. Zloty 16500(Indian
Money Rs. 3,16,000 Per Month) .
Age 29 yrs. Ct: 98401 94300 Email:
mmartsbiz@gmail.com

HINDU BOYAR Rajus 28/183 Dhanusu
Moolam BE 8L/pa seeks suitable
bride Caste no bar. 9444523682/
7904354855

GoldSmith, 45Years 5'8' Mtech,
Working as MD in a Reputed MNC in
Bangalore (for 2nd Marriage), seeks
Suitable Girl. Contact: 9848199744

Gavara 28 177cm BE 75000/pm. SWE
in Chennai, Native CBE, Well Settled
Family. Ct: 9443750495, 8667852811

BALIJA, DHANISTA 32/173 BE MS
working at Ireland (Dublin) in SAP
seeks suitable bride. Send BHP to
harsh4649@gmail.com, 9886777957

HINDU−KULALA−TELUNGU/TAMIL−COIMBATO
RE−27Y/177CM−B.COM,CA(INTER)
MBA(U.S.A.)−JOB in U.S.A. seeks
Girl (Age 22−25Y) in Good Culture,
Fair,Slim,Engg Graduate & Upper
Middle Class. Cell:8610954584.
E−mail:mk.thulasi@yahoo.in

TELUGU Brahmin Velanadu Boy 32
Years M.S. (IIT-M) Height 5ft 7inch
Gothram Kaundinya-seeking alliance
from well qualified and employed girls.
Sub-Sect No bar. Boy employed in a
leading pharma company at
Hyderabad. Contact-9591192452.

SM4 Telugu, Kapu boy, 6'1", B.Tech
from IIT Kanpur, Class-1 Gazetted Of-
ficer in Central Govt Job seeks B'ful
Edu. Girl, Call 8928575214.

MUSLIM ALLIANCE only. Married/ Un-
married. Best Rib matched.
7200176211

TRICHUR BASED Malayalee Ezhava
girl Beautiful 35, 5.3 Aayilliam masters
degree from British University. Repu-
ted family seek alliance from Profes-
sionals from India and Allowed of sa-
me status. Ph – 6235942353,
7907330360.

RC NADAR, 31/153cm, MD (Paed),
Asst. Professor, Govt. College seeks
Post Graduate Doctor Groom below 34
years . Ct : 9444397491

HINDU DEVAR 26, 5ft Thiruvonam
Medium Complexion MBBS, OG In-
ternship at Reputed Hospital Seeks
Doctor Groom from Same/Other BC/
MBC. Contact: 9444225534

HINDU SC PR 25 yrs / 5.6, Poosam,
Kadagam, MBBS, Parents Govt, seeks
MBBS/MD/MS, ongoing PG Groom
preferably Govt. below 28 yrs. Contact:
94446 53587 / 97881 54437.

KANNADA MADHWA Brahmin Girl
23 MBBS. Seeks Doctor Groom.
9944570175.

HINDU MUDALIAR 26/165cm Pusam
Fair, BDS, Good Family Background
Seeks Doctor Groom Ct: 94401 06672.

HINDU EZHUVA/ Thiyya, 27/157, Doc-
tor Girl, MBBS, MD (Paediatric)
Working in Apollo, Chennai, Rich
Educated Family, Well Settled in
Chennai and Mavelikara (Kerala).
Seeks Alliance Caste No Bar.
7305329667, 9176251309.

SUITABLE BOY for Hindu Ezhava,
Triketta, Manglik, BE, Girl age 28, ht
154, Bangalore software MNC, Annual
16L, Caste/ language no bar, Bangalo-
re based or Abroad settled, Hindi
speaking preferred. 6366892233/
9111545160

HINDU THIYYA 28/156 Doctor Girl
MBBS doing MD AIIMS seeks Doctors
Professtional,IAS,IPS,IFS.9444114016

NAIR GIRL 27 M.Tech working in MNC
Coimbatore. Wants Groom working in
MNC in Coimbatore/Bangalore Con-
tact 9495350020.

SENGUNTHA MUDALIAR, 30/157, Chithi-
rai, Thulam, Sevvai dosham, BTech,
MS Data Science, USA, Working in
USA seeks Groom working in USA,
rdpkumar328@gmail.com
Ct:9204657704.

CHRISTIAN NADAR, Fair 31 yrs/165
cm/PG, working for an MNC in Hyder-
abad, seeks a God fearing groom
with clean habits from a re-
spectable family. CT: 9944935625

RC MDS 31/165 Reader Dental col-
lege Chennai seeks PGDr/Engr Caste
No Bar Ct 9444157888

CSI CHRISTIAN Nadar Girl Fair,
Good Looking, 03−04−1986 born /
152cm / M.Sc M.Phil, working as As-
sistant Professor in a Reputed Wom-
en’s College, Mount Road, Chennai.
Both Parents Doctors (Private),
Suitable Alliance, Employed / Set-
tled in Chennai / With Clean
Habits from Same Community. Con-
tact: 9841182514

Nadar, Christian Female Dr MBBS,
17.04.1986 Innocent Divorcee. Seeks
Doctor, Engg, any BC Christian. Cell :
9443786190.

SC AD CSI 37 Y/147cm - Charge Nur-
se at Kuwait 1.5 lakhs pm - Seeks
Christn person - Medical/Eng. - Ct
9443765723/WhatsApp 96566425699.

CHRISTIAN Bride 35 Yrs Unmarried
S/W Engr Contact: 9514951554

SEEKS BORN AGAIN Boy Employed
Never Married aged below 38 from
Bangalore Only. For a Girl aged 36.
9535116520

CHRISTIAN, ADVOCATE, 26 years,
CSI, SC, AD, Chennai Father−Doc-
tor, Seeks GOD fearing Groom Ct:
9790774718

CATHOLIC VELLALAR Girl 28/171 MBBS
pursuing PG Chicago USA F1 Visa
seeks professional from USA
9360669640

Tall Fair Slim well Educated Tamil
Muslim Girl 25 from Affluent Family
seeks well Settled Forward Thinking
Groom/ Family W'app 9566634969

TAMIL CATHOLIC christian, Vellalar
pillai, 28, M.Sc, Fair, works in
chennai, seeks educated groom (vel-
lalar/ mudaliar) Ct: 9940283379.

HINDU NADAR 23/170 Fair, MSC.Bio-
Tech, Mithunam / Punarpoosam Seeks
Suitable Govt.Employee Groom Age
below 28Yrs. jkjaikumar72@gmail.com
Call : 96772 49276.

HINDU TAMIL Pillai, Bank Officer, PG
44yrs /5'3'', First Marriage, Physically
Challenged seeks well Settled Educa-
ted Groom. Caste No Bar. Contact:
9486828754 / 9655065890.

HINDU VANNIYAR 1982/150 BCA,
Hastham Kanni Raasi, SWE, Chennai,
8 LPA. Caste No Bar. Contact:
9363328257

HINDU SOZHIA Vellalar (Pillai) 31,
157cmx (5.’3") Kanni Rasi, Astham,
Viruchiga Laganam,Computer Science
and Engineering Working at Dell
Bangalore Fair Good Looking Birl-
liant Ambitous Honest and Simple
Well To Do Family Seeks Fair and
Good LookingEngineer with Clean
Habits from Well todo Family /
Business Family from Sozhia Vel-
lalar / Thuluva Vellalar / Arcot
Mudaliar (Sub Section Acceptable)
contact: 9787099221, 9842999221

SC AD Hindu 28/155 Rohini Wheatish
Affluent M Tech B'lore Reasearch
Scholar own house well educated,
Contact:9620432082

HINDU 25, SC, Divorce, M.Pharm.,
165cm, Inc− 25000PM Seeks Suitable
Groom Caste No Bar. 9710093999

ASST. PROF. Tuluva Vellal Mudaliar
Good looking Girl 34 (Uthirat-
tathy, Meenam, Ph.D(Physics), Fami-
ly Seeks Alliance from First and
Unmarried Bachelor Bridegroom Aged
34 − 36 Yrs, Employed, Caste no
bar. Contact : After 7 PM :
7550245659

HINDU AD, 26/154/Hastham/BE, MNC
6L PA Seeks Suitable Groom from
Govt/PSU.same caste Ct:94441 55781

RC NADAR girl 32/5.7/Fair ME
Software Engineer seeks educated
Groom. SC/ST excuse. Contact
9886888775.

SEEKING NEVER Married Tamil/Telugu
Speaking Groom Age39−42 Working in
Chennai or US for Naidu Bride
B.E,MBA (USA) Working as Software
Engg. hemapriya.sat@gmail.com,
9543323082

HINDU NADAR 34/151cm Fair M.Sc.,
Bank Employee Seeks Groom with
Good Education & Employed Ct:
82482 58495

MUDALIAR GIRL Anusham 30/180 fair
MBA employed multinational bank
Chennai. Sub−sects no bar Ct
9444950982

SAIVA VELLALA Pillai(Veg) 40/162
BE Divorcee Seek Any Degree well
Employd Groom Below 44.(Sub Sect
Ok).Ct: 9444473129 muthuvel4354@
gmail.com

HINDU ADIDRAVIDAR Kongu Parayar,
30 BE, M.Tech, Ph.D. Seeks Educat-
ed Profnl Groom. 8760883559/
8973345370.

CHETTIAR (CNB) Aug90/170 Fair Girl
B.Tech, PGDM/Top IIM Mktg Mngr MNC/
Chennai/32L seeks equal IIM/MS/
IAS/Business alliance Ct 8870011460

HINDU SC PR Kongu 1984 MBBS
DCH Doctor, working in Govt Hospital
seeks suitable Groom.Ct:9443680973.

HINDU/SC.AD, SIMMAM/MAGAM(26/5’2")
MCA, ITA @TCS, 5.81L/p.a, Seeks
Suitable Boy from Chennai.
9840365908

ROYAL KONGU Chettiar Caste No
Bar25/B.Tech (Own TelecomManufac-
turing Industries Coimbatore)500
Crores above Rich Familyseeks
Groom Ct: 9884510869

ELITE MUDALIYAR 25/M.Techown (3
Hospitals) and Group ofCompanies
300 Crores RichFamily seeks Groom
Ct:9884510761

HINDU MUDALIYAR 27/164, Moolam,
BE, MS (USA), Working in USA. Good
family background. Seeks groom
working in USA. Contact : 9841567697

VANIYA CHETTIAR, M.Sc, 42/157,
Karthigai,Govt. Officer Chennai seeks
equal Qlfn employed boy 9486507399.

Hindu SC – Pallan, Magaram, Thiru-
vonam, 32/153. BE, MBA Trichy.Seeks
Well Educated Settled Dr /Engr /Govt /
Bank Officer Groom. 75025 80110.

SCAD HINDU 35/155 Swathi Whea-
tish - Affluent B.com, B'lore-Own
House, Tech-Asst / NIMAHS- Central
Govt. 4.5 LPA, Contact:9900251953.

MUDALIAR (CNB) : 23/165, V.Fair,
MBA, Construction Business ,Chen-
nai, Elite Family Seeks Groom −
Business / Engineer − 8925019776

AD/ PR/ 34/ 172/BE MBA/well set-
tled family/Divorcee/MNC/Now work-
ing in Canada/Suitable groom in In-
dia/Canada 9489004684

PILLAI / Mudaliar, 25 B.E Kettai
Working in Leading MNC , Reputed
Business Family Seeks Alliance for
His Daughter Call 98400 93322

DKV 30YRS 164/58 MBA(IIT) Fair
working in MNC Seeks for Bright
Bridegroom from Educated Family.
9940507235

YADAVA GIRL 26/155 B.E. working in
S/W Co Chennai getting 1.5L pm-
seeks suitable Yadava
Groom:7010056280

MUKKULATHORE 39/155 MBA Di-
vorcee, No Kids, Working in USA,
Seeks suitable Groom. Ct:9363333297

HINDU SC AD Viruchigam, Anusham
27yrs B.E., seeks suitable Educated,
Chennai, Age 28-32. Ct: 9710843632

CATHOLIC VELLALAR 26 / 165 cm.
BCA, MBA, IT JOB, Chennai Based.
Seeks Suitable Groom ct:93826 42738

MUSLIM GIRL 27/165cm Very Fair
MBBS, MRCP well to do Family Chen-
nai. Ph: 9445556810
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SPORT

A week after failing the Sha-
heen Afridi test, India’s bat-
ters will expect yet another
stern examination by Trent
Boult & Co. in a must-win
Super 12 match of the ICC
T20 World Cup against New
Zealand at the Dubai Inter-
national Cricket Stadium on
Sunday.

While Afridi is still raw
and quick, his senior left-
arm pacer, Boult, is not only
more experienced but per-
haps knows the strengths
and weaknesses of India’s
batters a tad better than the
Pakistan bowlers. 

IPL takeaway
Having been a regular in the
Indian Premier League,
Boult and his colleagues in
the pace department — vete-
ran Tim Southee and Adam

Milne — are used to bowling
at all of India’s batters.

The last time these two
teams faced each other in a
World Cup — the 2019 semi-
final — the Kiwi pacers rolled
over India’s top-order, with
Boult accounting for captain
Virat Kohli. 

Having just faced a similar
top-order disaster versus Pa-
kistan in its tournament-
opener, India will be hoping
to avert another collapse.

While the attention will
be on whether India brings
in Ishan Kishan and Shardul
Thakur in place of Hardik
Pandya and Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, the onus will be on
India’s top three to set the
platform for the middle-or-
der to show its hitting
prowess.

With Rohit Sharma and
K.L. Rahul succumbing to
the fiery Afridi, captain Koh-
li was forced to grind his way
to a fifty. On Sunday, all

three of them will have to
come out all guns blazing.

If they can get off to a flier,
the likes of Suryakumar Ya-
dav, Rishabh Pant and Har-
dik/Ishan can take the game
away from the Black Caps.

Rookie Varun Chakravar-
thy couldn’t really deliver
the goods under pressure
against Pakistan.

But with the Kiwis, bar-
ring Kane Williamson, not
having faced him earlier, In-
dia will be banking on Va-
run’s mystery spin to fetch
wickets.

Jasprit Bumrah and Mo-
hammed Shami can then
look to attack rather than
contain. 

India will be looking for-
ward to all the wheels of its
chariot moving in sync to
enable it to open its account.

India faces another pace test, from New Zealand this time
Top three need to set the platform for the power-hitters in the middle-order; Boult & Co. will be keen to take a leaf out of Afridi’s book

Desperate: Kohli’s men are in a must-win situation against the Kiwis. * GETTY IMAGES

ICC T20 WC

Amol Karhadkar

DUBAI

<> I thought the way
Shaheen bowled the
other night, for a
left-armer watching
on, I thought it was
amazing. But there
are quality batters
in that India line-up 
Boult

Virat Kohli came out strongly
in support of pacer Mo-
hammed Shami, who was
mercilessly trolled over his
religion, after India’s loss to
Pakistan in the ICC T20
World Cup. “Attacking some-
one over their religion is the
most pathetic thing that a
human being can do. Eve-
ryone has the right to voice
their opinion and what they
feel about certain situations.
But I have never ever
thought of discriminating
[against] anyone over their
religion,” Kohli said.

“That [religion] is a very
sacred and a personal thing
to every human being and
that should be left there,” he
added. Kohli said it wasn’t
worth paying heed to Sha-

mi’s trolls as they do not re-
cognise his contribution.

“They have no under-
standing of the fact that so-
meone like Mohammed Sha-
mi has won India a number
of matches. In Test cricket
you see him run in to bowl,

and if people can overlook
that and his passion for the
country, honestly, I don’t
even want to waste a minute
giving attention to those peo-
ple, and neither does Shami
or anyone else in the team."

Kohli stated that such tox-

icity will not affect team mo-
rale. “We stand by him fully.
Our brotherhood and friend-
ship within the team cannot
be shaken. I can absolutely
guarantee, as the captain,
that we have built a culture
where these things will not
infiltrate into the [team] en-
vironment even 0.0001%.

“There's a good reason
why we [the team] are play-
ing on the field and not a
bunch of spineless people on
social media who have no
courage to speak to any indi-
vidual in person. They hide
and go after people through
social media.

“And that has become a
source of entertainment in
today’s world, which is so
unfortunate and sad because
this is literally the lowest le-
vel one can operate at.”

Kohli backs Shami, calls trolls ‘spineless’
Skipper says team is united and nothing can break their ‘brotherhood’
Amol Karhadkar

DUBAI

Taking it too far: Kohli says that those trolling Shami have 
no idea how many matches he has won for India. * BCCI/TWITTER

SRI LANKA
Pathum Nissanka c Nortje b Pre-
torius 72 (58b, 6x4, 3x6), Kusal
Perera b Nortje 7 (10b, 1x4),
Charith Asalanka run out 21
(14b, 2x4, 1x6), Bhanuka Ra-
japaksa c & b Shamsi 0 (3b),
Avishka Fernando c & b Shamsi 3
(5b), Wanindu Hasaranga c
Markram b Shamsi 4 (5b), Dasun
Shanaka c Rabada b Pretorius 11
(12b, 2x4), Chamika Karunar-
atne c van der Dussen b Pretor-
ius 5 (5b), Dushmantha
Chameera b Nortje 3 (4b), Ma-
heesh Theekshana (not out) 7
(3b, 1x4), Lahiru Kumara run out
0 (1b); Extras (lb-7, w-2): 9;
Total (in 20 overs): 142.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-20 (Kusal, 3.5 overs), 2-61
(Asalanka, 8.5), 3-62 (Bhanuka,
9.3), 4-77 (Avishka, 11.4), 5-91
(Hasaranga, 13.4), 6-110
(Shanaka, 16.4), 7-131 (Karunar-
atne, 18.2), 8-131 (Nissanka,
18.4), 9-142 (Chameera, 19.5).

SOUTH AFRICA BOWLING
Markram 2-0-8-0, Rabada 3-0-
32-0, Nortje 4-0-27-2, Maharaj
4-0-34-0, Shamsi 4-0-17-3,
Pretorius 3-0-17-3.

SOUTH AFRICA
Quinton de Kock c & b Chameera
12 (10b, 2x4), Reeza Hendricks
lbw b Chameera 11 (12b, 1x4),
Rassie van der Dussen run out

16 (11b), Temba Bavuma c Nis-
sanka b Hasaranga 46 (46b, 1x4,
1x6), Aiden Markram b Has-
aranga 19 (20b, 2x4), David
Miller (not out) 23 (13b, 2x6),
Dwaine Pretorius c Bhanuka b
Hasaranga 0 (1b), Kagiso Ra-
bada (not out) 13 (7b, 1x4, 1x6);
Extras (lb-3, w-2, nb-1): 6; Total
(for six wkts. in 19.5 overs): 146.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-25 (Hendricks, 3.2), 2-26 (de
Kock, 3.4), 3-49 (van der
Dussen, 7.6), 4-96 (Markram,
14.6), 5-112 (Bavuma, 17.1), 6-
112 (Pretorius, 17.2).

SRI LANKA BOWLING
Chameera 4-0-27-2,
Theekshana 4-0-31-0, Kumara
3.5-0-35-0, Karunaratne 3-0-
23-0, Hasaranga 4-0-20-3,
Shanaka 1-0-7-0.
Toss: South Africa. 
Man-of-the-Match: Shamsi.

South Africa won by four
wickets with a ball to spare.

SCOREBOARD

tour against England and
went on to play 44 Tests,
taking 186 wickets at 20.53
with best figures of seven
for 93, while scoring 1,328
runs. Mallett was remem-
bered as a humble man
who also played a signifi-
cant role in Australian
cricket.

Nicknamed ‘Rowdy’ in

Australian cricket was in
mourning on Saturday af-
ter the passing away of
former greats Alan David-
son and Ashley Mallett
within 24 hours of each
other.

Test spinner Mallett died
aged 76 following a long
battle with cancer, while
legendary all-rounder Alan
Davidson passed away at
92. 

Davidson, a destructive
left-arm fast bowler and
hard-hitting lower-middle-
order batter, was hailed as
“one of cricket’s finest
players and most influen-
tial and beloved figures”.

Davidson made his Test
debut on the 1953 Ashes

an ironic nod to his quietly
spoken nature, he played
38 Tests from his debut
against England in 1968,
taking 132 wickets at an av-
erage of 29.84.

He still holds the best fi-
gures for a finger spinner
in Australia with eight for
59 against Pakistan at Ade-
laide in 1972. 

Australian greats Davidson 
and Mallett pass away
Agence France-Presse

Sydney

Ashley Mallett. * AFP Alan Davidson. * AFP

Chelsea moved three points
clear at the top of the Pre-
mier League after Manches-
ter City lost 0-2 at home to
Crystal Palace and Liverpool
was held to a 2-2 draw by
Brighton & Hove Albion on
Saturday.

Chelsea coasted to a 3-0
win at struggling Newcastle
United with Reece James
scoring twice before a Jor-
ginho penalty wrapped up
the victory. It now has 25
points from 10 games.

Later in the night, Ronal-
do scored once and set up
Cavani for Manchester Un-

ited’s second as it put behind
its horror show against Li-
verpool from last week for a
3-0 win over Tottenham.

The results: Premier League:
Leicester 0 lost to Arsenal 2
(Gabriel 5, Smith Rowe 18);
Burnley 3 (Wood 4, Lowton 32,
Cornet 36) bt Brentford 1
(Ghoddos 79); Liverpool 2
(Henderson 4, Mane 24) drew
with Brighton 2 (Mwepu 41,
Trossard 65); Manchester City
0 lost to Crystal Palace 2 (Zaha
6, Gallagher 88); Newcastle 0
lost to Chelsea 3 (James 65, 77,
Jorginho 81-pen); Watford 0
lost to Southampton 1 (Adams
20); Tottenham 0 lost to Man-
cheser United 3 (Ronaldo 39,
Cavani 64, Rashford 86).

La Liga: Elche 1 (Pere Milla 86)
lost to Real Madrid 2 (Vinicius
Junior 22, 73); Sevilla 2 (Carlos

40, Ocampos 60) bt Osasuna
0.
Bundesliga: Borussia Dort-
mund 2 (Hazard 40, Tigges 63)
bt FC Cologne 0; Bayer Lever-
kusen 0 lost to VfL Wolfsburg 2
(Nmecha 48, Arnold 51); Union
Berlin 2 (Giesselmann 43, Ryer-
son 65) lost to Bayern Munich 5
(Lewandowski 15-pen, 23, Sane
35, Coman 60, Muller 79); Frei-
burg 3 (Asta 20-og, Hoefler 39,
Grifo 78-pen) bt Greuther
Furth 1 (Leweling 74); Arminia
Bielefeld 1 (Laursen 42) lost to
Mainz 2 (Lee 25, Burkardt 68).
Serie A: Atalanta 2 (Zapata
45+1, De Roon 90+4) drew
with Lazio 2 (Pedro 18, Immo-
bile 74); Verona 2 (Simeone 11,
14) bt Juventus 1 (McKennie
80).
Friday: Bundesliga: Hoffen-
heim 2 (Kramaric 19, Rudy 36)
bt Hertha Berlin 0.

Chelsea coasts on James’ double 
EURO LEAGUES
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Newcastle

Jos Buttler produced a bru-
tal exhibition of power-hit-
ting during his unbeaten
32-ball 71 as England
thumped Australia by eight
wickets in a Group 1 Super
12 encounter of the ICC T20
World Cup on Saturday. 

Buttler and Jason Roy be-
gan the 126-run chase with
trademark panache and ag-
gression. They didn't let the
Australian quicks settle into
any kind of rhythm. Buttler
was severe on Mitchell
Starc, hitting him for two
consecutive sixes as En-
gland plundered 66 in the
PowerPlay.

Adam Zampa trapped
Roy lbw at the start of the
seventh over but that didn't
deter Buttler, who conti-
nued his onslaught to reach
his 50 off just 25 balls with a
monstrous six. England lost
Dawid Malan along the way
but Buttler and Jonny Bair-
stow's six-hitting spree took
the Three Lions home with
50 balls to spare.

Earlier, fielding first,
Morgan rang in the right
bowling changes. Aaron
Finch's struggle against leg-
spin this year — he has got

out seven times for an aver-
age of less than nine —
meant England opened
with Adil Rashid. Chris
Woakes, who shared the
new ball, soon had David
Warner caught behind.

In the next over, Woakes
took an acrobatic catch at
mid-on to dismiss Steve
Smith after the right-han-
der had mistimed a pull off
Chris Jordan.

Woakes embellished his
spell in his second over, get-
ting Glenn Maxwell out lbw. 

On a pitch with some
grass on it, Morgan used
one over of spin inside the
first six while Woakes bow-
led three (3-0-7-2). Australia
was 21 for three after the
PowerPlay

Finch infused some life
into the innings with two
back-to-back boundaries off
left-arm pacer Tymal Mills.
He was supported by Ash-
ton Agar, who struck two
successive sixes off Woakes.
Mills ended Agar's stay and
Finch fell to Jordan for 44
soon after. 

Starc hit a four and six as
Australia scored 13 off the
20th over to reach 125. That
proved inadequate once
Buttler freed his arms.

Bowlers, Buttler flatten Australia
After Jordan & Co. restrict Finch’s men to 125, Jos takes over

Running away with it: Buttler’s onslaught had the
Australians scurrying for cover. * REUTERS

Ayan Acharya

Dubai

India’s double Olympic me-
dallist P.V. Sindhu squan-
dered a one-game advan-
tage to lose 21-18, 16-21, 12-21
to Japan’s Sayaka Takahashi
in the semifinals of the
French Open badminton
tournament here on
Saturday.

It was the 26-year-old
World No. 7’s fourth defeat
in eight meetings to World
No. 15 Takahashi. Sindhu,
the reigning world cham-
pion, had lost in the quar-
terfinals at the Denmark
Open last week in Odense.

Sindhu loses
in semifinals
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BADMINTON

AUSTRALIA
David Warner c Buttler b Woakes
1 (2b), Aaron Finch c Bairstow b
Jordan 44 (49b, 4x4), Steve
Smith c Woakes b Jordan 1 (5b),
Glenn Maxwell lbw b Woakes 6
(9b), Marcus Stoinis lbw b Adil
Rashid 0 (4b), Matthew Wade c
Roy b Livingstone 18 (18b, 2x4),
Ashton Agar c Livingstone b
Mills 20 (20b, 2x6), Pat Cum-
mins b Jordan 12 (3b, 2x6),
Mitchell Starc c Buttler b Mills
13 (6b, 1x4, 1x6), Adam Zampa
run out 1 (4b), Josh Hazlewood
(not out) 0 (0b); Extras (lb-6,
w-3): 9; Total (in 20 overs): 125.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-7 (Warner, 1.2 overs), 2-8
(Smith, 2.1), 3-15 (Maxwell, 3.5),
4-21 (Stoinis, 6.1), 5-51 (Wade,
11.4), 6-98 (Agar, 17.4), 7-110
(Finch, 18.1), 8-110 (Cummins,
18.2), 9-119 (Zampa, 19.4).

ENGLAND BOWLING
Adil Rashid 4-0-19-1, Woakes 4-
0-23-2, Jordan 4-0-17-3, Living-
stone 4-0-15-1, Mills 4-0-45-2.

ENGLAND
Jason Roy lbw b Zampa 22 (20b,
1x4, 1x6), Jos Buttler (not out)
71 (32b, 5x4, 5x6), Dawid Malan
c Wade b Agar 8 (8b, 1x4),
Jonny Bairstow (not out) 16
(11b, 2x6); Extras (b-5, w-3,
nb-1): 9; Total (for two wkts. in
11.4 overs): 126.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-66 (Roy, 6.2), 2-97 (Malan,
9.1).

AUSTRALIA BOWLING
Starc 3-0-37-0, Hazlewood 2-0-
18-0, Cummins 1-0-14-0, Agar
2.4-0-15-1, Zampa 3-0-37-1.

Toss: England; MoM: Jordan.

England won by eight wick-
ets with 50 balls to spare.

SCOREBOARD

David Miller and Kagiso Ra-
bada propelled South Afri-
ca to a thrilling victory, edg-
ing out Sri Lanka by four
wickets despite a hat-trick
by Wanindu Hasaranga, at
the ICC T20 World Cup on
Saturday.

With South Africa need-
ing 15 off the final over, Mill-
er smashed two sixes and
Rabada struck the winning
boundary as South Africa

reached the target of 143
with a ball to spare. 

Miller finished with 23
off 13 balls while Rabada
made 13 off seven to carry
their team home after Hasa-
ranga took the third hat-
trick in the tournament’s
history.

Hasaranga’s three for 20
was not enough for Sri Lan-
ka which was restricted to
142.

Tabraiz Shamsi returned
figures of three for 17 from
his four overs and fast bow-
ler Dwaine Pretorius also
took three wickets after
South Africa elected to field
first.

De Kock takes the knee
De Kock returned to the
South Africa starting lineup
after missing the previous
match to take up the wick-
etkeeping duties. He knelt
down in support of the anti-
racism gesture along with
the other players.

Miller and Rabada keep cool, take South Africa home
Hasaranga’s hat-trick, third in tournament’s history, goes in vain for Sri Lanka
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