FOLLOW US:

®00@

thehindu.com
facebook.com/thehindu
twitter.com/the_hindu
instagram.com/the_hindu

MONDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2021 DELHI
CITY EDITION

14 pages «310.00

2GS HGEULS) D))
INDIA’S NATIONAL NEWSPAPER SINCE 1878

New DGP will be chosen Chinese transgressions Blast kills several Shafali shines on final
after consulting Sidhu, testing India, need civilians near Kabul day as pink ball Test
says Punjab CM Channi better synergy: officials mosque: Taliban ends in a draw
page 9 page 10 page 11 page 13
PRINTED AT - CHENNAI - COIMBATORE - BENGALURU - HYDERABAD - MADURAI - NOIDA - VISAKHAPATNAM - THIRUVANANTHAPURAM - KOCHI - VIJAYAWADA .- MANGALURU - TIRUCHIRAPALLI - KOLKATA - HUBBALLI - MOHALI - MALAPPURAM - MUMBAI - TIRUPATI - LUCKNOW . CUTTACK - PATNA

IN BRIEF
I

Bihar bypolls: RJD, Cong.
split over candidates
PATNA

With the Opposition
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
announcing names of party
candidates on Sunday for the
two bypolls in Bihar in the
absence of leaders from the
mahagathbandhan (grand
alliance) allies, the rift
between the Congress and
the RJD came to the fore

for the first time after the
2020 Assembly election.
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Mob vandalises religious
place in Madhya Pradesh
NEEMUCH/M.P.

A place of worship was
damaged and its priest and a
devotee were thrashed with
sticks allegedly by two dozen
masked people on suspicion
of conversion at Jawad tehsil
in Madhya Pradesh. The
attackers left behind a
pamphlet claiming the shrine
was involved in converting
Hindus to Islam. The attack
lasted for four hours on
Saturday, police said.
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DU online admissions
to begin today

NEW DELHI

Delhi University will start
admissions to undergraduate
courses under the first
cut-off list from Monday.
Students can apply from
10 a.m. on October 4

till 11.59 p.m. on October 6
on the admission portal.
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Four farmers killed as car in
Minister’s convoy runs amok

4 members of Minister’s team dead in violence after incident at Lakhimpur Kheri

OMAR RASHID
VIJAITA SINGH
LUCKNOW/ NEW DELHI

Protests against the visit of
Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Keshav Prasad Mau-
rya to Lakhimpur Kheri dis-
trict on Sunday took a grim
turn with farmers’ groups al-
leging that at least four farm-
ers were killed and several
injured after they were delib-
erately run over by a vehicle
that was part of the convoy
of Union Minister of State for
Home Affairs and BJP MP
Ajay Kumar Mishra. Four
persons in the Minister’s
convoy were killed in vio-
lence that followed, Kheri
Additional SP Arun Kumar
Singh said.

Farmers in Tikonia area of
Kheri had gheraoed the heli-
pad at Maharaja Agrasen
ground to prevent Mr. Mau-
rya from landing, and the in-
cident allegedly took place
as the farmers were dispers-

Lakhimpur Kheri in Uttar Pradesh on Sunday. =ei

ing on the Tikonia-Banbir-
pur road from the protest
site.

The Samyukt Kisan Mor-
cha, the umbrella group re-
presenting the protesting
farm unions said the one of
the victims was shot, and
identified the dead as Love-
preet Singh, 20, Nachattar
Singh, 60, Daljeet Singh, 35,
and Gurwinder Singh, 19.
The SKM also alleged that

the car was driven by the Un-
ion Minister’s son Ashish.

Following the incident,
angry farmers set on fire and
vandalised vehicles of the
BJP leader leading to the
death of four persons.

In a late evening state-
ment, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said the Lakhim-
pur Kheri incident was
unfortunate.

He added that the govern-

ment would investigate the
reasons for the incident,
“unmask the elements” in-
volved and take tough action
against the guilty.

Official statements from
the police and the BJP lead-
ers accused by the farmers
for the incident are still
awaited.

‘He was on the stage’
Union Minister Mishra
claimed that his son was not
present at the spot where the
farmers were killed.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Mr. Mishra said, “My son was
present on the stage where
the function was being held,
over 2,000 people were pre-
sent, there is video evidence
also. Had he been there
(near the helipad where the
killings took place), he
would have also been
lynched.”

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

8 held after drug raid on cruise ship

Shah Rukh’s
SON was among
those arrested

ALOK DESHPANDE
MUMBAI

Actor Shah Rukh Khan’s son
Aryan Khan and two others
were arrested by the Narcot-
ics Control Bureau (NCB) on
Sunday following a drug bust
on board a cruise ship off the
Mumbai coast. Five others
were arrested later.

After their arrest, Mr.
Khan, Arbaaz Merchant and
Munmum Dhamecha were
taken for medical tests to Sir
J.J. Hospital. They were pro-
duced in court, which re-
manded them in the NCB
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Aryan Khan, second right, and other accused at the Narcotics
Control Bureau office in Mumbai on Sunday. =emmaNUAL YoGINI

custody till Monday.
According to NCB offi-
cials, 13 g of cocaine, 5 g of
MD, 21 g of charas and 22
pills of MDMA, and 1.33
lakh in cash were recovered

Haryana CM’s video kicks up row

He is seen urging BJP cadre to take action against farmers

ASHOK KUMAR
GURUGRAM

Haryana Chief Minister Ma-
nohar Lal on Sunday court-
ed fresh controversy over
his advice to the BJP cadre to
take tit-for-tat action against
farmers opposing the farm
laws and not mind spending
a few months in jail.

In an over one-minute-
long video that went viral on
social media platforms, Mr.
Lal, in an interaction with
the BJP cadre, is seen advis-
ing them to raise groups of
500-700 volunteers armed
with lathis in each district of
north and west Haryana and
retaliate against the farmers.

“Tit-for-tat. Pick up the
lathis,” chuckled Mr. Lal,
amid faint laughter from the

L e
Manohar Lal

audience. He also advised
the cadre not to worry about
securing bail if they decided
to retaliate. “If you stay in-
side [in jail] for a few
months, you will learn more
than what you learn at these
meetings,” Mr. Lal told the
party’s State Kisan Morcha
leaders, amid applause.
State Congress chief Ku-
mari Selja slammed the

Chief Minister for “publicly
provoking people against
the agitating farmers and en-
dorsing violence”.

Farmers seek apology
The Samyukt Kisan Morcha
demanded that the Chief Mi-
nister step down and tender
an apology. “It is clear where
officials like Ayush Sinha
(who purportedly directed
police personnel to “crack
the heads” of anybody try-
ing to cross the barricades
during a protest by farmers
in August) get their impunity
from,” it said.

Mr. Lal’s media adviser in
a statement claimed that on-
ly a portion of the video was
being circulated to create a
wrong impression.

from the ship. Raids were
conducted in the Belapur
area of Navi Mumbai for in-
formation on suppliers.

Five others — Nupur Sari-
ka, Ismeet Singh, Mohak Jais-

wal, Vikrant Chhoker and
Gomit Chopra — were also
detained for questioning fol-
lowing the late Saturday
night operation conducted
by NCB officials mid-sea on
board Cordelia Cruises,
which was on its way to Goa.

All eight were booked un-
der Sections 8 (c), 20 (b) and
27, read with 35 of the Nar-
cotics Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances Act. Sec-
tion 8 (c), 20 (b) deals with
possession, purchase, sale,
transport of drugs; Section
27 lays down punishment for
consumption of drugs; and
Section 35 deals with inten-
tion of dealing in drugs.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

‘No info on 2018 plan
to collect OBC data

Census won't cover castes: RTI reply

VIJAITA SINGH
NEW DELHI

The Office of the Registrar
General of India (RGI) has
said that deliberations and
file notings regarding the
Centre’s announcement in
2018 to collect data on Other
Backward Classes (OBC) as
part of Census 2021 is not
available with it.

The RGI, in its response
to an RTI query filed by The
Hindu, added that data on
castes, communities and
OBCs, other than the noti-
fied Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, are not
collected in the Census.

On August 31, 2018, the

Ministry of Home Affairs an-
nounced that OBC data
would be collected for the
first time in the next Census.
The press release, titled
“Union Home Minister re-
views preparation for Cen-
sus 20217, said: “It is also en-
visaged to collect data on
OBC for the first time.”

The first phase of 2021
Census, The House listing
and Housing Census, to be
conducted along with an
update of the National Pop-
ulation Register from April
1, 2020, has been postponed
due to the pandemic.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Gaming disorder increases during pandemic

India has most
number of gamers
after South Korea

PRISCILLA JEBARAJ
NEW DELHI

Anand*, a jovial extroverted
15-year-old in Bengaluru, got
a personal smartphone for
the first time last year when
online classes began. Within
six months, he was on the
phone for more than seven
hours each day, not for class-
es but rather to binge on on-
line games.

Worried about the sudden
behaviour changes in their
teenager — insomnia, with-
drawal from social contacts,
academic failure, and ex-
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treme anger and irritability —
his parents took him to the
National Institute of Mental
Health and Neuro Sciences’
(NIMHANS) aptly named
SHUT clinic or the Service
for Healthy Use of Technolo-
gy. Their son was diagnosed
with gaming addiction, a dis-
order that is quickly growing
as the pandemic spurred an
increased use of Internet
devices.

“We used to get maybe
two or three cases a week.
Now, we are seeing about 15
cases, almost all of whom are
adolescents brought in by
their parents,” said SHUT
clinic coordinator Manoj
Sharma, a clinical psycholo-
gy professor at NIMHANS.

»

Psychiatrists are pushing for
awareness programmes and
digital fasting. =istockpHoTO

According to the All India
Gaming Federation, India’s
online gaming industry is ex-
pected to be worth 15,500
crore by 2023.

A 2019 survey by the U.S.-
based Limelight Networks
found that India had the se-

cond largest number of gam-
ers after South Korea.

The World Health Organi-
zation categorised gaming
disorder as a mental health
condition in 2018. Last
month, China limited gam-
ers under 18 years to just
three hours of online games
per week, during specified
times, and made the indus-
try responsible for enforcing
the restriction.

Legal move

In India, legal focus has been
on recent laws in the south-
ern States seeking to ban on-
line games such as rummy,
poker or even fantasy sports
which offer prize money or
financial stakes.

Last week, the Kerala High
Court quashed such a law in
the State, accepting the in-
dustry’s stance that, as
games of skill rather than
chance, they should not trig-
ger bans on gambling. Ho-
wever, worried parents, psy-
chiatrists and mental health
advocates warn that the dan-
gers go well beyond mone-
tary motivations.

“We have seen gaming ad-
dictions cause physical, so-
cial and emotional damage,
impairing sleep, appetites,
careers and social lives,” says
Samir Parikh, who heads the
mental health department at
Fortis Healthcare.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Mamata wins Bhabanipur
seat with a record margin

Trinamool chief
polls 58,835 votes
over BJP nominee

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee won the
byelection in the Bhabani-
pur Assembly constituency
on Sunday by a record mar-
gin of 58,835 votes against
her nearest rival, the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party’s Priyanka
Tibrewal.

The victory makes Ms. Ba-
nerjee a member of the West
Bengal Legislative Assembly
and will allow her to conti-
nue as Chief Minister of West
Bengal. Earlier this year, she
contested from Nandigram
and lost to the BJP’s Suvendu
Adhikari by a margin of
1,956 votes. She was unani-
mously elected Chief Minis-
ter by the Trinamool Con-
gress Legislature Party in
May 2021.

Ms. Banerjee represented
Bhabanipur in 2011 and
2016. In May this year, Trina-
mool Congress’s Sobhandeb
Chattopadhyay  defeated
BJP’s Rudranil Ghosh in Bha-
banipur by a margin of
28,790 votes.

“The numbers of voters at
Bhabanipur are relatively
less and about 1.15 lakh votes
were polled this time. This
time we have won by a mar-
gin of over 58,000 votes,”
Ms. Banerjee told pressper-
sons outside her residence.

Highlighting that the mar-
gin of victory had surpassed
all previous records, the

|
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Victory speech: West Bengal CM and Trinamool chief Mamata

Banerjee addressing supporters in Kolkata on Sunday. Party
general secretary Abhishek Banerjee is behind her. =pi

Chief Minister said this time,
she had won in every ward
of the constituency. She
pointed out that about 46%
of the electorate which was
“non-Bengali” had also over-
whelmingly voted for her.
Ms. Tibrewal secured
26,428 votes. Ms Banerjee
secured 71.9% of all votes
polled in the constituency
while the BJP nominee se-
cured about 22.29 % votes.

TMC tally rises to 219
The Trinamool bagged Jangi-
pur and Samserganj, where
too byelections were held on
September 30, taking its tal-
ly in the West Bengal As-
sembly to 219.

West Bengal BJP president

Sukanta Majumdar congrat-
ulated Ms. Banerjee on her
victory.

The Trinamool Congress
chairperson also announced
candidates for bypolls on
four seats in the State where
elections are scheduled on
October 30.

Mr. Sobhandeb Chatto-
padhyay, who had resigned
from Bhabanipur to allow
the Chief Minister to contest,
will contest from Khardah
seat in North 24 Parganas
and Udayan Guha will con-
test from Dinhata in Cooch
Behar district.

The TMC has nominated
Braj Kishor Goswami from
Sanntipur and Subrata Mon-
dal from Gosaba.

Prepare

For

Forum|[l§

CSE 2022

with ForumIAS Self Study & JagelVgisrilel o {e el V.81

CURRENT AFFAIRS CLASSES 2022

(PRELIMS + MAINS)

Prepare Current Affairs Like No Other.

STARTS:
1" 0q,
2021

ForumlAS Current Affairs Classes will help you cover hundreds of

important issues with three precise goals: (1) You have one single pager
for each issue (2) High quality, enriched and differentiated content, and
(3) Your syllabus coverage is the best.

Tobad assaitad o #e  Mala 00k .J'T"'*" o, e el L
b G and funay Bpsinr sy o et ok i .
[ TUPPT PN B papes 5 feppra smson tepli and slesdh T A
fadsk o auusen. kel feam AL ‘,-I«:‘..I i "
TG0 ey kg wof R e I
Y s Hu s
e prabehd e [T < -
o i )
2 B i)
fl ey F oy
et e
i il enbing
} obapad o e Jmeg maa .
[ow » Sl mebe, itey prabep ? Y

i ! {1
N )
" Pl
(.
eily By ]

Karishma
IAS, Rank 14

- &

IAS, Rank 9 ’

MGP + Current Affairs = The winning combination for Civil Services Examination

COMPREHENSIVE GUIDANCE MAINS GUIDANCE
PROGRAM 2022 PROGRAM(MGP) 2022

and Prelims Test Series

sTARTS: 2 1% Oet, 2021

The CGP is a flagship foundation
program of ForumlAS for Civil
Services Examination. Available in
both online and offline mode, it
includes Foundation Classes,
Benchmark Tests, Mains Test Series,
- practically

everything that you need to crack

the exam.

Intensive Test Series based sslf-study
preparation plan that ensures timely
completion and revision of the
syllabus, answer writing and mentor
explained evaluation, feedback,
improvement and support — that is
known to produce foppers every year
consistently for the past four years.

sTARTS: 28™ o, 2021

All programs are available in the online mode.
Meore than 57 ForumlAS students have bagged under 100 rank in UPSC CSE 2020.

300+ selections out of 761 are students of ForumlAS Academy.

@0

YASH JALUKA MAMTA YADAY JIVAHI KARTIK APALA MISHRA DEVAYARI
Rank 4 Rank 5 Rank 8 Rank 9 Rank 11
(CSE 2020) (CSE 2020) {CSE 2020) (CSE 2020) (CSE 2020)

ForumlIAS Offline Guidance Centre:
2nd Floer, IAPL House, 19 Pusa Road, Opp Metro Pillar - 95, Karol Bagh, New Delhi -110005.

9821711605 | 9311740900 © 9311740900

& admissions@forumias.academy

@ https://academy.forumias.com

A ND-NDE



s THE HINDU
MONDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2021

Three men

open fire |
outside elderly
woman’s house

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Three unidentified bike-
borne men allegedly
opened fire outside the
house of a 78-year-old wo-
man in east Delhi’s Pandav
Nagar, the police said on
Sunday.

The incident took place
on the intervening night of
Saturday and Sunday when
the elderly woman along
with her family members
were asleep, the police
said. No one was injured in
the incident, the police
said.

Three men arrived at the
house and one of them
who had a gun allegedly
fired four rounds in the air
following which the trio
sped off, a senior police of-
ficer said.

Three empty cartridges
along with a live cartridge
was recovered from the
spot. CCTV footage from
and around the spot are be-
ing being scanned to iden-
tify the accused, the officer
said.

DCP (East) Priyanka
Kashyap said a case has
been registered.

DU online admissions under
first cut-off list to begin today

‘Selecting multiple courses and colleges under a particular cut-off not permitted

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Delhi University will start ad-
missions to undergraduate
courses under the first cut-
off list from Monday. The
students can apply from 10
a.m. on October 4 to 11.59
p.m. on October 6 on the ad-
mission portal where they
had submitted their applica-
tion forms after the universi-
ty released its first list on Oc-
tober 1.

Colleges will complete ap-
provals for admissions
against the first cut-off by 5
p.m on October 7. The last
day for payment by candi-
dates is 5 p.m. on October 8,
the university said.

No physical visits

Before applying for admis-
sions, the university said
that candidates must re-
check their marks/percen-
tages and eligibility criteria
by referring to the bulletin of
information for eligibility
while calculating best four/
three and additional riders
(if any) as notified by the
university.

Students at the Delhi University campus after the first cut-off
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list was announced. =FILE PHOTO: SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

“The candidate is allowed
to choose only one pro-
gramme at a college during
the particular cut-off. Select-
ing multiple programmes
and colleges in a particular
cut-off is not permitted. No
change in the chosen pro-
gramme and college will be
permitted during a particu-
lar cut-off,” the university
said. It added that selection
of programme and college
can be made only through
the candidate’s own dash-
board on the portal and no

physical visit to the colleges/
university during the admis-
sion process is required.
Colleges will verify the
uploaded documents and
based on the eligibility will
either accept or reject the
candidature. In case of lack
of necessary documents, a
candidate will be contacted
on their registered email id
/phone by the respective col-
lege so that the same may be
provided directly to the col-
lege, the university said.
Once the candidature is ac-

cepted, students will receive
a link to submit the fees.

“No application will be
left undecided. It will either
be approved or rejected [cit-
ing reason] by the principal
of the college,” the universi-
ty said. It added that in case
any candidate is not satisfied
with the reason for rejection
[as given by the college], a
grievance may be registered
with the College Grievance
Redressal Committee
through email available on
the website of the respective
college.

The uploaded documents
will be verified physically by
the respective colleges at a
later date. If at any stage, it is
found that the information
given by the candidate is in-
correct/fabricated, the ad-
mission will be immediately
cancelled without giving any
prior notice. No fees will be
refunded in such cases.

“If, after applying in a cut-
off, a candidate cancels his/
her admission, she/he will
not be able to apply again in
the same cut-off,” the univer-
sity said.

HC rejects bail plea of woman
caught with contraband drug

She was intercepted by NCB officials at Nizamuddin station

SOIBAM ROCKY SINGH
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has de-
nied bail to a woman, who
was caught with 600 gm of
highly addictive drug meth-
amphetamine — also known
as meth or crystal meth — at
Nizamuddin railway station
here saying her “clean and
tidy track record” does not
absolve her from the
offence.

Unaware of content

Sonia Shamrao Naik Goan-
kar, hailing from Goa who
had moved to Mumbai in
2017 for a job in the film in-
dustry, claimed that she did
not know the contents of the
bag given by to her by a Ni-
gerian acquaintance.

“An uneducated person
may claim no knowledge of
the substance found in his/
her possession and may
raise a defense of the sub-
stance being planted on
them but being a highly edu-
cated person, there is grea-
ter presumption that carry-
ing large quantities of
narcotics is a crime and that
it would entail consequenc-
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YOUR DREAMS!

-Arvind Kejriwal
Chief Minister, Delhi

Directorate of Higher Education, Government of NCT of Delhi

es in law which could be
harsh and irrevocable,” Jus-
tice Subromonium Prasad
said.

As the quantity recovered
from Ms. Goankar is com-
mercial quantity, the court
dismissed her regular bail
plea.

As per the case report, on
February 22, 2018, Ms.
Goankar was travelling from
Delhi to Mumbai by train
from Hazrat Nizamuddin
railway station when she
was intercepted by officials
of the Narcotics Control Bu-
reau (NCB) on a secret tip.

She was then searched by
two lady railway police offic-
ers but nothing was found
on her body.

The woman officer then

checked her baggage, in
which, amongst other things
they found a small pouch
kept clandestinely. Inside
the pouch, they found the
crystalline substances in two
plastic packets tied together
in a linen cloth.

A test of that crystalline
substance was done on the
spot and it tested positive to
be methamphetamine.

Ms. Goankar disclosed
that she got the contraband
from Moses Henry Onyendu
when she was at the house of
Charles Ezih, both
Nigerians.

The NCB conducted raids
at Charles Ezih and Henry
Onyendu houses where
large commercial quantities
of methamphetamine and
cocaine respectively were
seized.

The NCB also discovered
that these two accused were
living illegally in India on
fake passports.

Material on record dis-
closes that Ms. Goankar is a
part of a network which
deals in supply/sale of nar-
cotics, the court said, while
dismissing her plea.

‘We will demolish
illegally built temple’

Govt. responds to petition in HC

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government has
told the Delhi High Court
that the authorities plan to
demolish an illegally con-
structed temple on a foot-
path, a public land, at
Bhishma Pitamah Marg in
South Delhi’s Defence
Colony.

The Delhi government
made the submission while
responding to a petition by
a man who had sought re-
moval of the encroachment
in front of his property at
Defence Colony.

It said that the authori-
ties were “conscious of its
duty” and has already
planned to demolish the il-
legal encroachment at the
said site on October 4.

Necessary assistance
Advocate Anupam Srivasta-
va, representing the Delhi
government and DCP
(South), also assured the
High Court that the Delhi
police will render the ne-
cessary assistance to the
authorities to carry out the
proposed demolition drive.
In view of the statement

of the counsel, Justice Rek-
ha Palli asked the authori-
ties to submit a status re-
port on the issue by
October 8, the next date of
hearing.

The man, in his petition,
said during the COVID-19
pandemic, unknown per-
son trespassed and illegally
constructed a temple on
the footpath in front of his
property.

He stated that taking ad-
vantage and shelter of the
illegal construction, people
gather there and indulge in
“rowdiness and gambling
and suspected drinking of
alcohol and consuming ille-
gal substances”.

The petitioner said that
the illegal structure and the
gatherings behind it im-
pedes full access to his
property.

The resident stated that
several  representations
made to the authorities
who engage in planning,
designing,  constructing
and maintenance of go-
vernment assets have
failed to remove the illegal
encroachment on public
land.

Four sharpshooters
of Gogi gang arrested

It comes days after leader was killed

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Four sharpshooters of the
Gogi gang, who had alleg-
edly come to the national
capital to kill the leader of
their rival gang Tillu Tajpu-
riya, were arrested by the
Delhi Police’s Special Cell,
officials said on Sunday.

The arrests come days af-
ter Jitendra Gogi, the leader
of the Gogi gang, was shot
dead inside a Rohini cour-
troom on September 24 by
two assailants at the behest
of Tajpuriya. The assailants
were killed in retaliatory fir-
ing by the police.

The police said in view of
recent incidents of gang-re-
lated violence, a dedicated
team of the Special Cell was
constituted on the direc-
tions of Police Commission-
er Rakesh Asthana to trace
criminals and gangsters as
part of an inter-State
operation.

Through surveillance, it
was learnt on October 1 that
the accused would be going
to Prahaladpur and Khera
village in Delhi to murder
some members of their riv-
al gang, said a senior police
officer.

The police team spotted
the car of the accused and

»

c The accused
planned to kill
gang rival
Tajpuriya when he
was either being
produced in court
or being taken to a
hospital for
medical
examination

SANJEEV KUMAR YADAV
DCP (Special Cell)

blocked their way, he said.

After the accused found
themselves  surrounded,
they opened fire at the pol-
ice team. However, the pol-
ice team managed to over-
power the accused. Two
other members of the Gogi
gang, who were in another
car, managed to escape.

DCP (Special Cell) San-
jeev Kumar Yadav said the
arrested accused are mem-
bers of the Gogi gang and
had come to Delhi to mur-
der Tajpuriya, who is the
leader of their rival gang
and the mastermind of Go-
gi’s murder.

The accused planned to
kill Tajpuriya when he was
either being produced in
court or being taken to a
hospital for a medical ex-
amination, he said.
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Why Delhi roads get tflooded every monsoon?

Professor Emeritus of II'T Delhi talks about how a drainage master plan, if implemented, could have offered a lasting solution

NIKHIL M BABU
NEW DELHI

During the monsoon, many
parts of Delhi, including arte-
rial roads, get waterlogged
leading to traffic snarls even
with an hour’s rainfall. The
main reason is the problems

related to the city’s storm wa-

ter drains. The city works on

a drainage master plan

made in 1976 and one such

plan prepared by IIT Delhi

for the Delhi government in

2018 is yet to be implement-

ed. In an interview with The

Hindu, Professor Emeritus

of IIT Delhi, A.K. Gosain,

whose team prepared the

new plan, tells how the story

of a new master plan turned

out to be one of
disappointment.

Why does Delhi face urban
flooding?

m In Delhi’s case, flooding
could be due to two reasons:
floods in the Yamuna or local
rainfall. In 1978, Delhi had
witnessed a flood due to a
rise in the Yamuna water le-
vel. But the annual urban
flooding we see is due to lo-
cal rainfall. The run-off water
(water left after being ab-
sorbed by the earth) from
the local rainfall is supposed
to drain into the Yamuna
through storm water drains.
But due to a combination of
reasons, including sewage
flowing in storm water
drains, it does not properly
drain into the Yamuna and
leads to urban flooding. The
drains were made decades
ago to handle a particular
amount of run-off water. Ov-
er the years, the paved area
has increased due to deve-
lopment. So, if earlier, a par-
ticular amount of rainfall
generated 50% of run-off wa-
ter and the rest was ab-
sorbed by the earth, now the
run-off water is about 90%.

Also, due to climate change,
the intensity of rainfall has
increased and this also in-
creases the amount of water.
But the drainage system is
the same and it is unable to
handle the excess water.

Is Delhi’s natural
topography a reason for
urban flooding?

m West Delhi is at a higher al-
titude and there is a slope to-
wards the Yamuna and this
actually aids water to drain
into the Yamuna. If a city’s
topography is flat, then it will
be more prone to urban
flooding. So, compared to
Kolkata or Patna, Delhi is at
an advantage in terms of to-
pography. But the part of the
city east of the Yamuna is a
low-lying area.

How did IIT Delhi start
working on Delhi’s drainage
master plan?

m In 2012, I was heading the
civil engineering department
at IIT Delhi and used to have
meetings with the govern-
ment on different issues. It
was during one such meeting
that the then secretary of the
Irrigation Department of the
Delhi government told me
that they were trying to get a
drainage master plan made
for the city. The government
had floated tenders and priv-
ate companies were asking
for T10-X11 crore. We said that
we could create a simulation
model for the whole Delhi.
This would be a framework
that the government could
upgrade and keep using. We
submitted a proposal and
agreed to do it for 80 lakh,
which was less than 10% of
what the private companies
had quoted.

What is the master plan and
why is it needed?

A DTC bus stuck on Minto Road following a heavy spell of

rain. =FILE PHOTO

m A master plan is needed to
study why flooding is hap-
pening even with light rain
and come up with a plan to
fix it. We used data provided
by departments ranging
from soil type, topography
and land use to rainfall and
existing storm water drain
network to create a mathe-
matical model (a software),
which can generate solutions
for waterlogging for the
whole city. We generated
four solutions for different
drains — adjusting slope of
the existing drain, diverting
water to existing water bo-
dies, using additional storag-
es, and other development
works. These solutions con-
sidered the rainfall, slope of
the drain, and many other
factors and were done with a
bigger picture in mind to
provide a comprehensive so-
lution to the city, rather than
isolated ones. The model is a
dynamic one and can be
used to even assess the im-
pact even constructing new
drains. The model will keep
on giving solutions as you
change the different parame-
ters. That is the beauty of the
model we have created.
Rather than giving the work
to a contractor without
knowing the impact, the go-
vernment can actually assess
the impact of proposed

changes.

The master plan was
commissioned in 2012, but
why did it get delayed?

m The government was sup-
posed to give us data of the
drains and we were told that
the data was digitised. But
we were shocked when we
saw the data. In the name of
digitisation of drains, there
was only a line showing that
a drain was passing through
an area. The size, depth,
slope etc., which are needed
for analysis, were not there.
We immediately sought a
meeting with the Chief Se-
cretary and said that nothing
could be done with this data.
He understood the issue and
directed 11 departments, un-
der whose jurisdiction the
drains fall, to provide us with
data of the drains. These de-
partments in turn engaged
contractors to give the data.

What happened after that?

m It took more than a year to
get the data. But there were
problems in that too. We
kept on telling them that in
many segments the data gi-
ven to us showed that the
drain was going up instead of
down. We call them adverse
slopes. A drain needs a gra-

dual slope for water to flow
through it of its own under
gravity. So, an adverse slope
means that either the data is
wrong or the construction of
the drain in that area is pro-
blematic. We kept on asking
the departments to verify the
data; some did it, but major-
ity of them did not verify the
data given to us. We even
sent 900 students over the
course of four-five years to
observe the condition of the
drains. They had clicked
about 2,500 geo-tagged pho-
tos of the drains. These pho-
tos showed that the drains
were full of muck, which
went against the govern-
ment’s claim of cleaning
them.

When did you submit the
report?

m We submitted the draft re-
port in December 2016 and
then the departments kept
correcting the data and we
submitted it again in April
2017, May 2017, November
2017, and the final report was
submitted in July 2018. We
mentioned in the report also
that the data was not verified
by the departments. As part
of the report, we gave them
suggestions to divert water
coming to the drains by dig-
ging rainwater harvesting
pits in parks and diverting
water to water bodies. We al-
so told them that we could
help them with how to re-
move silt in drains and verify
it. These were things that
could be done right away,
but they didn’t do anything.

Was it implemented?

= On August 1, 2018, we gave
a presentation to Chief Mi-
nister Arvind Kejriwal on the
master plan. The CM asked
different departments to im-
plement the recommenda-

Waste management: Gurugram societies show the way

From segregation to recycling to making compost, residents ensure that waste does not end up at landfill

ASHOK KUMAR
GURUGRAM

Omaxe Nile, a group housing
society with 400-odd flats in
Sector 49, Gurugram, gener-
ates around one tonne of so-
lid waste, including 350 kg
kitchen waste, every day. But
unlike many other societies,
residents here make sure that
all of their waste is recycled
and does not end up at
Bandhwari landfill on the
outskirts.

It all began three years ago
when Jagriti Jagat, an inter-
personal skills trainer, who
had practised waste segrega-
tion at her house for over a
decade, and her educator
friend Mandeep Bakshi, de-

Timings
DELHI
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RISE 06:16 SET 18:03
RISE 04:49 SET 17:39
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RISE  06:17 SET 18:02
RISE  05:52 SET 18:13

SET 18:04
SET 17:04

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 36 26
Safdarjang 36 26
Palam 35 27

Delhi Palam Today

35°C Mainly dry weather with
partly cloudy sky likely. day
would remain warm.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow

35°C Passing rain or
thunderstorm may be a
chance with light winds at few
places. Slight warm and humid
day would prevail.
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Workers of a private waste collection agency picking up dry

waste from Omaxe Nile society for recycling.

cided to turn this into a cam-
paign, involving all residents
of the gated community. The
duo is helped by Tarun Lakh-
wani, a member of the resi-
dents’ welfare association
(RWA).

Besides the usual wet and
dry waste, the residents se-
gregate the hazardous and e-
waste and hand it over to dif-
ferent agencies for recycling
as per the norms. The wet

waste is made into a
compost.
“Many  agencies  ap-

proached us offering to pay
33,000 to 4,000 per month
in return for collecting our
dry waste. But we found that
these agencies took out a
portion of the waste for recy-
cling and dumped the rest at
Bandhwari. So, we refused.
The agency now hired for
collecting the dry waste,
though free of cost, ensures
that it is all recycled and
reused. What’s the point in
putting in so much effort, if
the waste eventually ends up
at the landfill?” Ms. Jagat
asks.

Representatives of Eco-
green, the waste collection
agency appointed by the
Municipal Corporation of Gu-
rugram, also approached the
society many times, but
failed to meet its criteria.

But the journey has not
been easy. To being with, the
trio, with support from the
RWA, conducted training ses-
sions in waste segregation for
all domestic helps, went

= = ASHOK KUMAR

from door to door to explain
the concept to the residents
and the need to do it. Regular
audits are now conducted to
ensure that the directions on
waste segregation are strictly
adhered to. The society im-
poses fines ranging from 350
to %150 per day on those not
falling in line.

‘Waste reduction’

Going beyond the routine
waste management, the so-
ciety now focuses on “waste
reduction”. The residents are
not allowed to use the liners
(garbage bags) in the dust-
bins; the gardeners, security
guards and the housekeeping
staff have been provided jugs
and glasses to minimise the
use of disposables; and the
shops in the society have
been directed not to use po-
lythene bags. “Disposables
are not allowed at the com-
munity functions inside the
society,” Ms. Jagat says.

Meetings with residents
and campaigns involving
children are held regularly
for constant motivation.

But all this activism comes
at a cost, says Ms. Bakshi.
“People mock at you. You
earn a bad name for con-
stantly nagging them. It is a
thankless job, but the pas-
sion continues to drive you,”
she says.

Ms. Jagat regrets how sev-
eral group housing societies,
the bulk waste generators,
surrounding them are com-
pletely indifferent to waste

segregation. “Creating
awareness and motivation
does not work for all. Enfor-
cement by the authorities is
all needed. But it is complete-
ly missing,” Ms. Jagat says.

Residents of The Castle,
another group housing socie-
ty with 40-odd flats in Sector
56, were forced to turn to
waste management during
the COVID-19-induced lock-
down. The waste collection
by Ecogreen became erratic
during the lockdown and the
piling of garbage inside the
society led to foul smell and
attracted rodents.

Practice turns passion
“We took up segregation of
waste and composting to
deal with the problem of
growing waste in the society.
But now it has become a pas-
sion for us. And no one is
willing to go back to the ear-
lier method of waste dispo-
sal,” says Lt. Col. (retd.) Rajan
Prabhakar, the force behind
the initiative.

Mr. Prabhakar also in-
volved the neighbouring
housing society, Mariners
Home, to make the project
cost effective. “Being an Ar-
my man, I look for workable
and not theoretical solutions.
The simple and cost-effective
solutions are sustainable, un-
like the complicated meth-
ods. Instead of segregating
the waste in four ways, we
just segregate it as wet and
dry,” says Mr. Prabhakar.

For less than 32,000 per
month, the society manages
to make compost from the
wet waste and hands over the
dry waste to an agency for re-
cycling. “We have stopped
giving our waste to Ecogreen.
It is a monthly saving of
1,500 levied by the agency
towards collection charges,”
says Mr. Prabhakar. Into the
bargain, the society makes a
few hundred bucks by selling
the compost and the
leachate.

Though Mr. Prabhakar is
all set to hand over the baton
to new RWA by the end of the
year, he hopes the new com-

mittee would continue with
the waste segregation. “I be-
lieve people have adopted
waste segregation. It is a
cleaner and more responsi-
ble way of handling waste.
Still, if the new RWA reverts
to the old system, they will
have to undo a lot of things
done over the past one year.
It will not be easy,” says Mr.
Prabhakar.

Spread across 37 acres
with 1,500 flats and 37 villas,
Orchid Petals, one of the lar-
gest group housing societies
in the Millennium City, has
been successfully practising
waste segregation for more
than four years now.

Compositing plant

“We generate around 1.5
tonnes of wet waste daily and
have achieved 85% segrega-
tion at the source. With in-
crease in waste generation
over the years, we upgraded
to better technologies for
composting and set up our
own organic compositing
plant. We hand over our dry
and hazardous waste to diffe-
rent agencies making sure
that nothing lands up at
Bandhwari,” says Sachin
Gupta, a board member of
the Orchid Petals Residents
Association (OPRA).

Rajiv Asthana, general se-
cretary, OPRA, says the socie-
ty took up waste segregation
out of its concern for the en-
vironment, but there were
challenges. “Being a big so-
ciety, it took us almost six
months to conduct training
for the domestic helps, hou-
sekeeping staff, and residents
before we could introduce
waste segregation. We also
incurred an  additional
monthly cost of around <1
lakh on account of hiring
nearly half-a-dozen house-
keeping staff, and also spent
on procuring equipment and
machines for composting,”
Mr. Asthana says.

The efforts of the society
in waste management were
also lauded by the district
authorities at the Republic
Day programme last year.

tions made in the report and
we thought that the project
was over from our side. But
nothing happened after that.
A technical expert commit-
tee was formed in 2012 to be
involved with us from the be-
ginning on the project, but it
had never met with us. In
2019, suddenly, it met for the
first time and it was decided
that the departments should
verify at least 10% of the da-
ta. Again, the departments
were not responding and af-
ter a lot of pressure, in 2021,
some departments said that
of the 10% data, there was
50% error — it took two years
for this. Now we are disap-
pointed and feeling very
foolish that we decided to
help the government. Many
people will say that the pro-
ject didn’t work because IIT
didn’t do its job.

Can the master plan be
implemented in the current
form?

m No, the study has to be re-
worked with validated data.
The best way forward will be
to identify the perpetually
flooded areas and identify
drainage networks belonging
to those locations. The data
of these networks should be
verified on priority and the
rest can be taken step by
step. Since we have provided
them the complete modell-
ing framework, the govern-
ment should close this phase
and discuss the way forward
as a separate project.

So, is the project over now?

= No, the project is not con-
cluded. After nine years, we
haven’t been given even one
third of the agreed payment.
Two months ago, we had
written to the government to
end the current project, but
there has been no reply.

IN BRIEF

Haryana govt. extends
lockdown by fortnight
GURUGRAM

The Haryana government on
Sunday extended the
COVID-19-induced lockdown
in the State for another
fortnight to continue the
precautionary measures to
contain the pandemic. Chief
Secretary Vijai Vardhan said
the lockdown would remain in
place from October 4 to 18.
Though the initial orders
allowed the residential
universities to conduct
physical classes after
following standard operating
procedures, the government
took a U-turn a few hours later
and directed the universities
to continue with the online
classes till further orders.

In a first, DMRC to construct
flyover-cum-metro viaduct

It will be on Majlis Park-Maujpur corridor

Integrated flyover cum Metro viaduct at Soorghat

WHMIMT

EXISTING FLYOVER

Matro Viaduct
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Work is expected to be completed by the end of 2023.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Metro Rail Corpo-
ration (DMRC) on Sunday
said that it is building an in-
tegrated flyover-cum-metro
viaduct along with a vehicle
underpass near Soorghat on
the Majlis Park-Maujpur cor-
ridor of phase IV in north-
east Delhi, in association
with the Public Works De-
partment (PWD).

The DMRC said the flyov-
er and vehicle underpass
are part of a proposed ele-
vated road along the Yamu-
na parallel to Ring Road bet-
ween Wazirabad flyover
(Signature Bridge) and Ring
Road near DND and it is for
the first time in the history
of Delhi Metro that such a
project is being undertaken.

“Integrated portals will
be erected on which a road
flyover as well as a Metro
viaduct will be placed.
While on one side of the
portal, the Metro viaduct
will be placed, a PWD flyov-
er used for vehicular move-
ment will be constructed on
the other side. On these por-
tals, the flyover and the via-
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duct will rest and run paral-
lel to each other for a length
of (approximately) 450
metres,” the DMRC said in a
statement. It added that a
vehicle underpass will also
be constructed below these
portals which will cater to
movement of vehicles com-
ing from Outer Ring Road.

The work is expected to
be completed by the end of
2023.

Under phase 1V, the
DMRC is already building
two integrated double deck-
er flyovers on which the Me-
tro viaduct and the flyover
will be placed one over the
other. However, this partic-
ular stretch is unique, since
the flyover and the Metro
viaduct will be parallel to
each other, the DMRC said.

The Majlis Park-Maujpur
corridor is 12.098 km long
comprising eight stations
and is completely elevated.
This extension of the Pink
Line will complete the ring
of the Majlis Park-Shiv Vihar
corridor and will be the first
ever ring corridor in the
country with a length of
about 70 km, the DMRC said.

Delhi records 33 COVID-19 cases,
zero death; positivity rate 0.07%

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Capital reported 33 cas-
es of COVID-19 and zero
death in a day while the pos-
itivity rate stood at 0.07%,
according to data shared by
the Health Department on
Sunday.

Delhi has recorded only
one death in October so far.
Last month, five people had
succumbed to the disease.

With the new cases, the
novel coronavirus infection
tally in the city climbed to
14,38,966. Of this, over 14.13
lakh patients have reco-

vered from the disease. The
death toll stands at 25,088.

According to the health
bulletin, authorities con-
ducted 50,631 tests, includ-
ing 43,365 RT-PCR ones, the
previous day. There are 386
active cases in Delhi, of
whom 115 are in home isola-
tion. The number of con-
tainment zones stands at 96.

In April and May, Delhi
battled a brutal second wave
of the pandemic that
claimed a number of lives
with the issue of oxygen
shortage at hospitals adding
to the woes.
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INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY GANDHINAGAR
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Congress
leader Ghulam
Nabi Azad
meets Stalin

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Senior Congress leader
and former Chief Minister
of Jammu and Kashmir
Ghulam Nabi Azad called
on Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin on Sunday.

Lauds Stalin’s work

“He appreciated the work
of the Chief Minister and
the achievements at-
tained by him within a
short span of time,” said
DMK MP Kanmozhi, who
was present during the
meeting.

“Mr. Azad also said that
this was the first time he
was not able to meet Ka-
laignar,” Ms. Kanimozhi
said.

Mr. Azad, who was here
to attend a wedding, also
called on Kanimozhi’s
mother Rajathi Ammal at
her Alwarpet residence.

Mob vandalises religious place in
M.P. on suspicion of conversion

Two hurt in attack that lasted for four hours; FIR against 24 unidentified people

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEEMUCH/M.P.

A place of worship was dam-
aged using explosives and its
priest and a devotee were
thrashed with sticks allegedly
by two dozen masked people
at Jawad tehsil in Madhya Pra-
desh’s Neemuch district, pol-
ice said on Sunday.

The attackers left behind a
pamphlet claiming the shrine
was involved in converting
Hindus to Islam. The attack
lasted for four hours from
around 11 p.m. on Saturday to
3 a.m. on Sunday, police said.

The injured devotee, iden-
tified as Abdul Rajjak, has
been admitted to a hospital
while the priest Noor Baba
sustained minor injuries, Su-
perintendent of Police Suraj
Kumar Verma said.

Mr. Noor has lodged a com-
plaint with the police follow-

The pamphlet
might have been
dropped to
misguide the
investigators and
give the incident a
different turn

SURAJ KUMAR VERMA
Superintendent of Police

C

ing which an FIR was regis-
tered against 24 unidentified
people on the charges of riot-
ing, damaging the place of
worship etc., under the In-
dian Penal Code, he said over
the phone.

Explosives used

Prima facie, the place of wor-
ship was damaged with the
use of some explosive sub-
stance. When asked about the
explosive used, the SP said it
would be known after foren-
sic analysis.
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This religious place is lo-
cated in a forested and desert-
ed area under the Ratangarh
police station in the Neemuch
district, he added. Mr. Verma
confirmed the attack lasted
for four hours.

Asked about the pamphlet,
he said that it might have
been dropped to misguide
the investigators and give the
incident a different turn. Mr.
Verma, however, said he was
not in a position to say anyth-
ing about the identity of the
accused, adding the investiga-
tion was under way.

The SP also said the place
of worship sustained just “5%
damage” but also admitted
that the attack had weakened
its pillars.

He denied reports that the
attackers were armed with
swords and spears but said
they were carrying lathis.

Search for
tiger T23
continues

STAFF REPORTER
UDHAGAMANDALAM

Two kumki elephants were
brought again from the
Theppakadu Elephant
Camp for the operation to
locate tiger T23 in the Mu-
dumalai Tiger Reserve
(MTR) on Sunday.

Srinivas and Udayan,
which were brought to the
“operation area” on special
trucks, will help in the at-
tempts to locate the tiger
and allow veterinarians a
safe platform from which
they can dart the animal,
officials said.

More logistics support
came in from the neigh-
bouring forest divisions in
Kerala and Karnataka on
Sunday, with the latter also
despatching a trained sniff-
er dog.

Chief Wildlife Warden
Shekhar Kumar Niraj, who
has been camping at the
MTR for the last few days, is
at the forefront of the oper-
ation, which entered the
eighth day.

Sources said the tiger
was yet to be sighted or
captured in camera traps
since Saturday. On Sunday
evening, a resident of a vil-
lage told Forest Depart-
ment officials that she had
heard the animal growl
from a nearby abandoned
quarry. But the tiger re-
mained undetected.

Bhosale Sachin Thukka-
ram, Deputy Director of
the MTR (core area), said
the tiger was not spotted on
Sunday, and the search
area had been expanded to
Masinagudi and Singara.

Meanwhile, a  video
showed the priest of the
shrine and a devotee couple
narrating the sequence of
events. The wounded priest,
writhing in pain with one of
his legs bandaged, said he
was tied, bundled, and
bashed by masked men.

The woman says at least 20
to 25 armed and masked peo-
ple were involved in the inci-
dent. In the video clip, the
woman shows an injury she
claimed to have suffered in
the attack. She claims that her
husband Abdul Rajjak was
held captive and tied.

Meanwhile, members of
the Muslim community took
out a march against the inci-
dent in the Neemuch city.
They handed over a memo-
randum to police officers
seeking stern action against
the attackers.
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T.P. murder case: Rema demands
SC lawyer as new prosecutor

Kerala High Court to consider petitions in the case this week

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOZHIKODE

With the Kerala High Court
considering a batch of peti-
tions in the T.P. Chandra-
sekharan murder case this
week, a demand by Vadaka-
ra legislator K.K.Rema that
the Home Department ap-
point a Supreme Court-
based lawyer to take up the
case of her slain husband ap-
pears to have put the State
government in a real
predicament.

Ms. Rema, leader of Revo-
lutionary Marxist Party
(RMP), who won with the
support of the United Demo-
cratic Front (UDF) said that
it was up to the government
to decide after special public
prosecutor C.K. Sreedharan
expressed his inability to
continue the case citing
health reasons. “I have al-
ready sent a request to the
Home Secretary,” she told

K.K.Rema =

The Hindu on Sunday.

Incidentally, advocate K.
Gopalakrishna Kurup, who
had appeared for the ac-
cused is now Advocate Gen-
eral and K.K. Ragesh, who
was acquitted in an interim
verdict is now private secre-
tary to Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan. The High Court
will examine the petitions
on the verdict of the Special
Additional Sessions Court in
January 2014.

Ms. Rema said all the ac-
cused by the trial court

should be punished and the
killer gang hired by the CPI
(M) local leadership de-
served capital punishment.
The CPI(M)-led Left Demo-
cratic Front government has
been spending crores of ru-
pees by engaging senior la-
wyers to conduct cases in-
volving that party. “So far, I
have not received any res-
ponse from the govern-
ment,” she said.

The previous Congress-
led UDF government had
subscribed to Ms. Rema’s ap-
peal. However the accused
had also appealed against
the verdict saying that they
were innocent and sought
acquittal.

The trial court had con-
victed 12 accused, including
three functionaries of the
CPI(M). Eleven were sen-
tenced to life imprisonment
and another awarded a jail
term of three years.

Chola inscriptions on civic officials’ eligibility

From a temple at Thenneri, they talk about criteria for village panel members

B. KOLAPPAN

CHENNAI

At a time when the rural lo-
cal bodies in nine newly con-
stituted districts are going to
the polls, some Chola-era in-
scriptions bear testimony to
the qualifications required
for members of the village
administrative council.

The inscriptions at Then-
neri village in Kancheepu-
ram district also shed light
on how farm produce was
taxed. “I had a chance to vi-
sit the temples and read the
inscriptions when I was cam-
paigning for the local bodies
elections in the district,” said
Industries Minister Than-
gam Thennarasu, who also
holds the portfolio of Ar-
chaeology.

The inscriptions of Uthira-
merur in Kancheepuram dis-
trict that dwells upon ‘Kuda-
volai’ — a system to elect
members to annual commit-
tee (‘variyam’), garden com-
mittee, tank committee and
other committees for 30
wards — are well-known. But

Lessons from hlstory Industrles Minister Thangam
Thennarasu at Thenneri village in Kancheepuram district.

very little is known about the
Thenneri inscriptions laying
down qualifications for can-
didates to village administra-
tive committees (‘perumkuri
sabai’). The village is located
between Walajah and Sunku-
varchathiram.

The Kanthaleeswarar
temple and the Abathsahes-
warar temple are on the
banks of the 3.80-km-long
Thenneri. They were con-
structed by Sembian Maha-
devi, the grandmother of
Chola King Rajaraja, in me-

mory of her son Uthama
Chola. The inscriptions are
on the walls of the Kantha-
leeswarar temple, Mr. Then-
narasu said.

The temple which offers
picturesque scenes are un-
der the control of the Ar-
chaeological Survey of India
(ASI).

S. Sridharan, former De-
puty Superintending Ar-
chaeologist of the Archaeol-
ogy Department, said that
according to the inscrip-
tions, candidates should

own land and should not
have any case pending
against them. “He should be
highly educated and should
have maintained his ac-
counts in a transparent man-
ner.”

Mr. Thennarasu said the
rulers were considerate
while taxing agricultural
produce. “For areca nuts,
only 50% tax would be col-
lected for the first 10 years
after cultivation. Farmers
would pay full tax only after
the trees started yielding
fruits. Similarly, 50% tax was
imposed on banana crops
until the yield,” he said, cit-
ing the inscriptions.

The lake bears testimony
to Thenneri’s ancientness.
Perumpanattrupadai, a San-
gam-era literary work, refers
to the king who created the
lake as ‘Thondaiman Ilanthi-
raiyan’. The copper plates of
the Pallava period found at
Kaasakudi refer to the lake as
“Thiraiyan Eri’. Over centu-
ries, it has become Thenne-
ri, Mr. Sridharan said.

445 cr. given to discoms to prevent jumbo deaths

STAFF REPORTER
BHUBANESWAR

The Odisha government has
provided 3445.75 crore to
distribution companies to in-
crease the ground clearance
of electrical networks and re-
place bare conductors in ele-
phant corridors and move-
ment areas.

The overhaul is aimed at
preventing elephant deaths
due to electrocution. Accord-
ing to the Energy depart-

ment, 79,000 interposing
poles have been erected and
more than 2,300 circuit bare
conductors replaced by co-
vered ones.

In a recent meeting with
Chief Secretary Suresh Chan-
dra Mohapatra, the compa-
nies and the Forest Depart-
ment have been asked to
interact regularly to achieve
zero casualty of elephants.

Mr. Mohapatra also direct-
ed officials to involve the lo-
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== MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF GREATER MUMBAI
No.EE/HQ/3947/ Maint dtd 01/10/2021

e-Tender Notice

Tender Document No

Bid no. 7200012363

Name of Organization

Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai

Subject

e-Tender for Non
Operation
systems,

Tension /

Comprehensive
& Maintenance of LAN
Telephone Systems,
Low Tension
installations and their related electrical
systems, at Municipal Head Offices, Old
and Annex buildings for two years.

High
Electric

Cost of Tender

Rs. 9,450.00 (Rs. 9,000/- + 5% GST)

Cost)

Cost of e-Tender (Estimated

Rs. 1,26,25,591.00

Bid Security Deposit/ EMD

Rs. 1,26,500.00

Date of issue and sale of tender | 04.10.2021 11:00 am
Last date & time for sale of tender .

& Receipt of Bid Security Deposit | 11102021 15:00 pm
Submission of Packet A, B & .
Packet C (Online) 11.10.2021 16:00 pm
Pre-Bid Meeting Nil

Opening of Packet A 11.10.2021 17:00 pm
Opening of Packet B 11.10.2021 17:05 pm
Opening of Packet C 14.10.2021 15:00 pm

Address for communication

400 001.

Office of Executive Engineer (HQ),
Municipal Head Office, Old Building,
Ground Floor, Mahapalika Marg, Mumbai

Venue for opening of bid

office.

On line in Executive Engineer (HQ)'s

This tender document is not transferable. The MCGM reserves the rights
to accept any of the application or reject any or all the application received
for above subject without assigning any reason thereof.

PRO/1219/ADV/2021/2022

Avoid self medication

Executive Engineer (H.Q.)

Sd/-

cal community in elephant
protection and come up with
a scheme of rewarding the
villagers, who would give in-
formation about illegal hook-
ing for poaching wild ani-
mals.

He laid emphasis on re-
maining extremely vigilant
during the harvest season
and undertaking regular
joint patrolling to prevent il-
legal hooking in elephant
corridors and movement

areas.

According to the Wildlife
Society of Orissa (WSO), 862
elephants have lost their
lives between April 2010 Au-
gust 2021.

“Inadequate  patrolling
and breakdown of supervi-
sion and monitoring by se-
nior officers has made it easy
for the poachers to wipe out
Odisha’s magnificent ele-
phants,” said Biswajit Mo-
hanty, chief of the WSO.

Wild monkey takes away
towel containing 31 lakh
from autorickshaw in M.P.

Owner manages to collect 356,000

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BHOPAL

A wild monkey snatched a
towel, in which 1 lakh cash
was wrapped, from an au-
torickshaw that was stuck in
a traffic jam on a narrow
road in Madhya Pradesh’s
Jabalpur district, police said
on Sunday.

The incident took place
in Katav Ghat on the after-
noon of September 30
when the owner of the cash
was travelling in an autor-
ickshaw along with two oth-
ers, Majholi police station
in-charge Sachin Singh said.

Stuck in taffic jam

“When the three came out
of the vehicle to peer ahead
and find out what was caus-
ing the traffic jam, a mon-
key took away a towel in
which 1 lakh cash was
wrapped. It shook the towel
after climbing up a tree,
spreading currency notes
all around. The owner man-
aged to collect 356,000,
while the rest got lost,” he

»

O The monkey shook

the towel after
climbing up a tree,
spreading
currency notes all
around

SACHIN SINGH
Majholi police station in-charge

explained.

He said it was not known
who took the rest of the mo-
ney, adding that no case
was registered in connec-
tion with the incident as
monkeys were involved.

No CCTVs in area
There are no CCTV cameras
in the area either to ascer-
tain facts for a probe, the of-
ficial added.He said the pe-
ople often feed monkeys in
the area and many of the
animals even enter vehicles.
Singrampur police sta-
tion in-charge Dharmendra
Upadhyay said complainant
Mohammad Ali, a resident
of Katangi, had come there
but was directed to Majholi
police station.
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BJP shortlists candidates
for Karnataka bypolls
BENGALURU

The BJP core committee,
which met on Sunday in the
presence of Arun Singh (in
picture), in charge of party
affairs in Karnataka, shortlis-
ted candidates for the
bypolls to Hangal and Sindgi
constituencies, scheduled on
October 30. While former
MLA Ramesh Bhusanur has
emerged as a front runner for
Sindgi, Revathi Udasi,
daughter-in-law of C.M.
Udasi, whose death had
necessitated the bypoll, is
preferred for Hangal, sources
said.

Police grill ex-director

of Telugu Akademi
HYDERABAD

The former director of Telugu
Akademi, Somi Reddy, and
two others were questioned
by the Central Crime Station
police at Hyderabad in
Telangana on Sunday in
connection with alleged
financial fraud in the
Akademi's fixed deposits.
Apart from Mr. Reddy, the
Akademi's accounts officer,
Ramesh; an employee Rafeeq;
and a few others were also
grilled by the investigators
for over three hours. Sources
said Mr. Reddy told the police
that he was not aware of the
fraud.

Prisoner escapes

from A.P. hospital

TIRUPATI

An inmate of the Kadapa
Central Prison gave the police
the slip from the SVIMS Super
Speciality Hospital in Tirupati,
Andhra Pradesh, on Sunday.
V. Ramachandrappa of
Guddampalli village in
Anantapur district was lodged
in prison following his
conviction in his wife's
murder case. He was shifted
to the hospital on September
6 after he fellill. The police
have launched a manhunt to
nab him.

Congress’s bid to woo women voters

Party launches initiative called ‘Na Nayaki' in Karnataka in the run-up to the 2023 Assembly election

NISTULA HEBBAR
NEW DELHI
The Congress in Karnataka is
making a serious bid to woo
women voters in the run-up
to the 2023 Assembly elec-
tion, launching a pro-
gramme called ‘Na Nayaki’
(I'm a leader) in all the con-
stituencies of the State.
According to State Con-
gress sources, the pro-
gramme would run training
workshops for women who
had fought local body polls
on the Congress symbol and
even for those who had not.
“All women who have fought
local body polls, even if they
have lost and whether they
have fought on the party
symbol or not, will be
reached out to under this
programme. There are 22 ge-
ographical clusters where
the workshops will take
place, covering roughly 10

At the forefront: Congress workers at a padayatra in Mangaluru on Saturday. =H.s. MANJUNATH

Assembly seats each [Karna-
taka Assembly has 224
seats]. After the training
workshop, each person at-
tending will be asked to con-
nect to 10 more women in
their areas,” said a source.
Suggestions made by wo-
men during the workshops
may also be included in the

Karnataka Congress’s manif-
esto. “One suggestion that
was made, and which will be
included, is that the moth-
er’s name also be included in
the Aadhaar card registra-
tion along with that of the
father,” said the source.
Speaking to The Hindu,
Karnataka Congress presi-

Karnataka order on travellers
from Kerala challenged in SC

MLA says mandatory RT-PCR test is a ‘miscarriage of justice’

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
A Kerala legislator has ap-
pealed to the Supreme Court
challenging the validity of a
Karnataka government or-
der restricting the free
movement of persons from
neighbouring Kerala.

Karnataka had mandated
that persons from Kerala tra-
velling into the State should
possess a negative RT-PCR
certificate. The test should
have been done within 72
hours of travel, irrespective
of having taken at least one
dose of the COVID-19 vacci-
nation, A.K.M. Ashraf, an In-
dian Union Muslim League
(IUML) MLA, said.

He submitted that Karna-

taka’s July 31 regulation had
led to even persons with two
doses of the vaccine being
required to take the RT-PCR
test within 72 hours before
entering the State.

Mr. Ashraf, represented
by advocate Haris Beeran,
moved the apex court after
the Kerala High Court re-

fused to intervene on Sep-
tember 28. He had also

sought an ex parte stay of :

the High Court order. He

said, “Grave miscarriage of :

justice has been caused to

him and to other similarly

placed persons, who have to
commute daily or for essen-
tial medical or other needs

to Dakshin Kannada district
in the State of Karnataka

from Kerala and/or Maha-
rashtra, on account of erro-

neous dismissal of the writ :

petition by the High Court.”
The petition said the resi-
dents of Manjeshwaram con-

stituency were dependent :

on Dakshina Kannada dis-

tricts/Mangaluru city for

their basic needs.

dent D.K. Shivakumar said
this was an important part of
the preparations for the par-
ty going into the Assembly
poll. “Rajiv Gandhi had said
that a leader was one who
created leaders and not just
followers, and that is the log-
ic behind this programme,”
he said. Currently in the pilot

stage, it would be fully rolled
out soon.

For a long time, the wo-
men’s vote had been consi-
dered an undefined category
dominated by the choices
made by the men of the fami-
ly. But this category had
come into its own in recent
years, as witnessed during
the Tamil Nadu elections in
2016, Bihar in 2020 and so
on. In Bihar, consistently
higher percentage of voting
in the last few polls was
termed as one of the main
causes for Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar’s wins, a politi-
cian who has assiduously
courted the women’s vote
for many years. For the Con-
gress in Karnataka, where
the party had a robust organ-
isational framework, the
road to the Vidhan Soudha
was being seen as going
through the women’s vote.

NGRI proposes landslip,
flood warning system

Decision follows Chamoli rockslide flood

V. GEETANATH
HYDERABAD

The Council Of Scientific
And Industrial Research -Na-
tional Geophysical Research
Institute (CSIR-NGRI) has
launched an ‘Environmental
Seismology’ group to deve-
lop a ‘Landslide and Flood
Early Warning System’ for
the Himalayan region based
on real-time monitoring
with dense seismological
networks, coupled with sa-
tellite data, numerical mo-
delling and geomorphic ana-
lysis.

“This would enable a cru-
cial warning several hours
prior, which will save hu-
man lives and property,”
said Director V.M. Tiwari.
The need for such an early
warning system was necessi-
tated following February’s
rockslide flood disaster in

Nair Service Society wont cooperate
with socio-economic survey

Sample survey
termed farcical

K.S. SUDHI
KOCHI

The proposed socio-eco-
nomic survey among for-
ward communities in Kerala
is heading for a crisis with
the Nair Service Society
(NSS) denouncing it as a
farce exercise and deciding
against cooperating with it.

The organisation will boy-
cott the October 7 meeting
convened by the Kerala State
Commission for Economi-
cally Backward Classes
among Forward Communi-
ties in this regard.

The commission had de-
cided to hold a sample sur-
vey among the five most eco-
nomically backward families
in each of the 19,000 wards

of the local bodies in the
State, thus covering at least
one lakh persons.

G. Sukumaran Nair, NSS
general secretary, feared
that the sample survey
would not reflect the social
realities. A comprehensive
survey covering all the for-
ward caste families was
needed. The data generated
by the survey was of signifi-
cance. Hence, the survey
should be done in a scientific
manner, he said.

“One need not rush with
the sample survey as much
time has already been lost.
Let it be done in a proper
and elaborate manner after
the pandemic,” he said.

At the same time, the Ja-
cobite Syrian Church and the
Kerala Brahmana Sabha
have decided to cooperate

with the survey.

The Church, which is cur-
rently conducting an inter-
nal survey among its com-
munity members, would
share the data with the go-
vernment, said Peter K.
Elias, secretary of the Jaco-
bite Syrian Church.

Welcoming the sample
survey, Karimpuzha Raman,
president, Kerala Brahmana
Sabha, said the outcome of
the sample survey should
help the government go in
for an elaborate survey like
the Census. The data would
serve as an eye-opener to the
government, he said.

Commission sources
termed the NSS suggestion
impractical as a detailed sur-
vey would require much re-
sources and time to com-
plete.

Nature's fury: Rescue teams
atone of the plants after the
flash floods at Chamoli district
in February. =v.v.KRrISHNAN

Chamoli (Uttarakhand),
where a steep glacier on the
Nandadevi peak in Garhwal
Himalaya got detached,
causing a major avalanche
and inducing flash floods in
the Rishi Ganga and Alak-
nanda rivers. It killed several
persons downstream and
caused damage to two pow-
er plants.

-~ Conversion
- claims spark
tension

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Tension prevailed outside
the Chickballapur town
police station in Karnataka
after two religious groups
confronted each other over
allegations of conversion.
The police had to use mild
force to disperse the
crowd.

A right-wing organisa-
tion had asked the police to
act against a missionary
group from a minority
community, claiming that
it had been conducting tai-
loring classes. They said
the missionary group was
practising conversion. The
right-wing group lodged a
complaint with the police.
“An FIR has been regis-
tered against five persons,”
said a police officer.

B ARCHANA
SUBRAMANIAN
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YuWaah aims to
prepare young

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Currently, people transition
there are over from education
young people and learning to
between the ag- i

Derween e 8 productlvq work
globally, of which and active

an estimated 20% 2030, YuWaah aims to CitiZGHShip

lives in India. Engaging with
this demographic group pre-
sents a unique opportunity to
bring about dynamic and sus-
tainable change in the coun-
try’s socio-economic
landscape.

In 2018, as part of the UN
Youth Policy 2030, UNICEF
launched the global Genera-
tion Unlimited (Gen-U) move-
ment to meet the urgent
needs of young people and to
expand learning, skill deve-
lopment, employment and
engagement opportunities.
The India chapter of Genera-
tion Unlimited - YuWaah —
was launched in 2019. “By

CM
K

build pathways to aspiration-
al socio-economic opportuni-
ties for 100 million young pe-
ople; facilitate 200 million
young people to gain relevant
skills for productive lives and
the future of work; and partn-
er with 300 million young pe-
ople as change-makers and
create spaces for developing
their leadership,” says Dhuw-
arakha Sriram, Chief of Gen-
eration Unlimited (YuWaah),
Youth Development and Part-
nerships at UNICEF India.

Towards empowerment
YuWaah’s mission is to enable
all young people — wherever

»

"We achieve this by
partnering with
young people
themselves;
facilitating diverse,
equal-footing and
multi-stakeholder
platforms for
listening to and
amplifying young
people’s voices,
perspectives and
priorities ..."
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they may be — to realise their
full potential. “We achieve
this by partnering with young
people themselves; facilitat-
ing diverse, equal-footing and
multi-stakeholder platforms
for listening to and amplify-
ing young people’s voices,
perspectives and priorities;
optimising investments to-
wards at-scale learning, skill-
ing, leadership and employ-
ment opportunities; and
enabling all young people’s
access to the same, especially
those stemming from most
marginalised communities,”
adds Sriram.

During the second wave of
the pandemic, YuWaah saw
an opportunity to mobilise
the youth in a pan-India
movement called the #Young
Warrior. Young people were

engaged in a series of easy
and real-life tasks, including
promoting access to verified
information and essential ser-
vices, vaccine registration,
COVID-19 appropriate beha-
viours and myth-busting to
safeguard themselves, their
families and their communi-
ties. A series of innovative
channels such as WhatsApp/
Facebook-based chatbot, In-
teractive Voice Response Sys-
tem (IVRS), Community Ra-
dio, Capacity  Building
sessions and Interactive
Knowledge Hub were used to
support young people’s parti-
cipation and leadership in
this movement. Each young
person was encouraged to en-
roll 10 more and pledge to
take action to protect them-
selves, their families and their

communities against CO-
VID-19, collectively impacting
50+ million people across the
country. This led to 2.83 mil-
lion specific and measurable
actions.

Leveraging the successes,
learnings and large partner-
ship network created during
the Young Warrior move-
ment, an ambitious and ex-
panded second phase, Young-
WarriorNXT was
conceptualised in August
2021. “It aims to deploy large-
scale learning and skilling so-
lutions for youth whose edu-
cation has been disrupted. It
will address the missing link
of employability and life skills
and use multiple channels so
that no youth gets left behind

in acquiring 2Ist century
skills,” explains Sriram. This
initiative will offer a range of
opportunities like local de-
mand-based skilling with job
matching through quality in-
ternships and apprentice-
ships and promote
entrepreneurship.
#YoungWarriorNXT aims
to empower 10 million young
people with essential life and
employability skills that shall
enable them to pursue suc-
cessful lives and careers and
focuses on transforming
Young Warriors into Young
Leaders by equipping them
with essential life skills (deci-
sion making, problem-solv-
ing, self-awareness, commu-
nication); employability skills

(Technical and Vocational
Education and Training), and
mental health and well-being
skills (stress management,
self-care, self-awareness).

To be #YoungWarriorNXT

WhatsApp: Type YWNXT
and send to +91 96504 14141

Facebook: Go to UReport
India Facebook Page, Type
YWNXT and hit send

Visit  www.yuwaah.org/
youngwarrior for more in-
formation

For more articles, co-
lumns and Off The
Edge, visit www.the
hindu.com/educa-
tion

Join a world-leading
joint PhD program with
a generous scholarship

The University of Queensland

Why join the Academy

(Australia) and the Indian

Institute of Technology Delhi

have joined forces to deliver
a PhD program through its

Academy of Research (UQIDAR).

We are seeking applications
from exceptional applicants with

B Jointly awarded PhD

Study at two world-class universities
Be supported by a generous scholarship
Study in Australia and India

Receive travel funds and research

backgrounds in science, technology,
engineering, mathematics, humanities
and social sciences for admission to
the PhD program in December 2021.

Upon successful completion of the
program, students will be offered a
jointly awarded Doctor of Philosophy
(PhD) from both universities.
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Academy of Research

training grants

Apply today

Applications for the UQIDAR

Joint PhD program close
17 October 2021.

To find out more and apply, visit
www.ugidar.org
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Locked in a stalemate

India, China need to restore normalcy along
the border before cooperation on other issues

n the coming week, military commanders from In-
Idia and China are expected to hold the 13th round of

talks to continue the effort to find a way out of the
LAC crisis. Sharp exchanges between Beijing and New
Delhi have served as a reminder that relations are un-
doubtedly at their lowest since 1988. On September 24,
the Chinese Foreign Ministry, while responding to a
question about new border management protocols,
laid the blame for last year’s border crisis entirely on In-
dia’s doorstep, saying India’s “illegal trespass” caused
the dispute. The Foreign Ministry repeated this charge
in even stronger language, describing, on September
29, India’s actions last year as a “forward policy”, impli-
citly invoking the 1962 war. New Delhi in turn reminded
Beijing that it was its “provocative behaviour”, and
amassing of troops in April 2020 following annual mil-
itary exercises, that led to the flashpoints. The envoys
of both countries have also made statements, at a vir-
tual dialogue, that suggest a gulf in the state of relations.
The Chinese envoy to India, Sun Weidong, called on
both countries to “place the border issue in an appro-
priate position” and said “it is not the whole story of bi-
lateral relations”. His Indian counterpart, Vikram Misri,
said the Chinese side was “shifting goalposts” in how
both countries have, for three decades, managed the
border areas peacefully. This, he said, was predicated
on “a well-understood distinction” between managing
the border areas and resolving the boundary question.

It is clear that this understanding, along with the four
border agreements, has now broken down on account
of China’s actions last year to unilaterally re-draw the
LAC in Ladakh in the Western Sector. This week’s mili-
tary commanders talks will take up disputes in Hot
Springs, while disputes in Demchok and Depsang re-
main unresolved. Since the crisis last year, both sides
have set up buffer zones in Galwan Valley and on the
north bank of Pangong Lake, and have disengaged on
the south bank and in Gogra. This temporary arrange-
ment has helped prevent the recurrence of clashes, but
with past agreements in disarray, a longer term under-
standing to keep the peace still eludes both sides. Re-
cent incidents in Uttarakhand, and a continued military
build-up in the Eastern Sector, underline the pressing
need for reaching one. Mr. Misri suggested a way out of
this stalemate, saying “it cannot be that only one side’s
concerns are of relevance...” and acknowledging that
“safeguarding territorial integrity and national security
holds equal value for both sides.” He maintained both
sides still had the space to cooperate on issues includ-
ing tackling the pandemic, concerns about terrorism in
the region and the situation in Afghanistan. Doing so
will certainly build trust. Finding that space, however,
will hinge on first restoring normalcy along the border.

Tentative recovery

Current quarter holds the key to determining
the durability of economic recovery

wo separate sets of macro-economic data, one
from the Government on output at eight core in-

dustries in August, and the other, THS Markit’s
survey-based Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) for the
manufacturing sector from September, collectively
point to a recovery in industrial activity. The provision-
al figures based on the Index of Eight Core Industries
spanning coal to fertilizers show overall output grew
11.6% year-on-year in August, helped substantially by
expansions in electricity and steel production of 15.3%
and 5.1%, respectively. With weights of almost 20% and
18% in the index, respectively, the two industries were
also among the only three sectors that posted month-
on-month expansions from July, with natural gas being
the third. Electricity output was likely buoyed by the
lull in monsoon activity in August, as well as an uptick
in broader industrial power consumption. And im-
proved Government spending on infrastructure pro-
jects ought to have undergirded demand for steel. Re-
finery products, the largest constituent of the index,
recorded 9.1% growth over August 2020 with the gra-
dual easing of the pandemic-related restrictions. Ho-
wever, an almost 9% slump in diesel consumption from
the preceding month saw the sector post a 5.5% sequen-
tial contraction. Reports on fuel consumption trends
from September point to a significant slowdown last
month, a less-than-encouraging sign especially when
one considers the renewed uptrend in the pump prices
of automobile fuels. Also, with rains in September ex-
ceeding the long-period average for the month by a
sizeable margin, power demand too was hit last month.
The more contemporary September PMI data show
factory orders and output expanded faster than in the
preceding month, with the PMI reading of 53.7 outpac-
ing August’s 52.3. Manufacturers reported favourable
market conditions and improvements in sales volumes,
with makers of consumer goods leading the pack.
While some of the increase in orders at manufacturing
companies is clearly linked to improved demand for In-
dian products in the international markets, a trend re-
flected in the more than 21% jump in merchandise ex-
ports last month, a substantial part is tied to an
inventory build-up in view of the festival season. IHS
Markit’s survey of manufacturing firms, however, also
reveals a lack of fresh hiring for the second straight
month as well as price pressures from high fuel and
transport costs. With the formal manufacturing indus-
try seemingly wary of adding more employees, and the
MSME sector still struggling to recover from the CO-
VID-19 hit, the lack of employment and reduced house-
hold incomes are bound to constrain consumer spend-
ing. The current quarter holds the key to determining
how durable the recovery could turn out to be.

Reimagining food systems with lessons from India

With an alarming escalation in global hunger unfolding
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BISHOW PARAJULI &
RAMESH CHAND

he first and historic United
TNations Food Systems Sum-

mit (UNFSS) 2021 which was
held in September this year, con-
cluded after an intense ‘bottom-
up’ process conceived in 2019 by
UN Secretary-General Ant6nio Gu-
terres to find solutions and ‘cata-
lyse momentum’ to transform the
way the world produces, con-
sumes, and thinks about food and
help address rising hunger.

In terms of larger goals, the
food system transformation is con-
sidered essential in achieving the
sustainable development agenda
2030. This makes strong sense as
11 Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) out of 17 are directly related
to the food system.

The summit involved several ac-
tivities before the run-up to the
meeting of the Head of States on
September 23. While the dialogues
on the five tracks identified have
been under way for the past 18
months, the world has seen the
fragility and vulnerability of food
systems, highlighted by the dis-
ruptive impact of the COVID-19
pandemic that is projected to dou-
ble the global hunger figure.

Why the Food Systems Summit
and what is the expectation from
its outcome? Global food systems
— the networks that are needed to
produce and transform food, and
ensure it reaches consumers, or
the paths that food travels from
production to plate — are in a state
of crisis in many countries affect-
ing the poor and the vulnerable.
The flaws in food systems affect us
all, but most of all they are affect-
ing 811 million people in the world
who go to bed hungry each night.

The summit created a mechan-
ism for serious debates involving
UN member states, civil society,
non-governmental organisations,
academics, researchers, indivi-
duals, and the private sector,

which is to evolve transformative
themes and ideas for reimagining
food systems to enhance satisfac-
tion of all stakeholders including
future generations. The debate
and response focused on five iden-
tified action tracks namely: Ensure
access to safe and nutritious food
for all; Shift to sustainable con-
sumption patterns; Boost nature-
positive production; Advance
equitable livelihoods, and Build
resilience to  vulnerabilities,
shocks, and stress.

The summit provided a historic
opportunity to empower all peo-
ple to leverage the power of food
systems to drive our recovery from
the COVID-19 pandemic and get us
back on track to achieve all 17
SDGs by 2030.

The Statement of Action emerg-
ing from the summit offers a con-
cise set of ambitious, high-level
principles and areas for action to
support the global call to “Build
back better” after the COVID-19
pandemic.

India constituted an inter-de-
partmental group under the Chair-
manship of one of us , with repre-
sentatives from the Ministries of
Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare,
Rural Development, and others.
Delhi-based U.N. agencies namely
the Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation (FAO), the World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP), and the Interna-
tional Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD) were also ac-
tively involved in the dialogue pro-
cess. The group conducted nation-
al dialogues with various
stakeholders of agri-food systems
to explore national pathways to-
wards creating sustainable and
equitable food systems in India.
Several individuals and civil socie-
ty organisations contributed ideas
to the portal which was created for
this purpose.

Helping the developing world
There are lessons from India’s
tryst with food insecurity. Several
themes that have emerged in the
discussions and dialogues leading
up to the summit find resonance
with India’s past and ongoing jour-
ney towards creating and improv-
ing food and livelihood security.
The long journey from chronic
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food shortage to surplus food pro-
ducer offers several interesting les-
sons for other developing coun-
tries in Asia, Africa, and Latin
America in the area of land re-
forms, public investments, institu-
tional infrastructure, new regula-
tory systems, public support, and
intervention in agri markets and
prices and agri research and ex-
tension.

The period between 1991 to
2015, saw the diversification of
agriculture beyond field crops and
brought greater focus on the horti-
culture, dairy, animal husbandry,
and fishery sectors. The learnings
encompassed elements of nutri-
tional health, food safety and stan-
dards, sustainability, deployment
of space technology, and the like.

Safety nets, challenges

One of India's greatest contribu-
tions to equity in food is its Nation-
al Food Security Act 2013 that an-
chors the Targeted Public
Distribution System (TPDS), the
Mid-Day meals (MDM), and the In-
tegrated Child Development Ser-
vices (ICDS). Today, India’s food
safety nets collectively reach over
a billion people.

Food safety nets and inclusion
are linked with public procure-
ment and buffer stock policy. This
was visible during the global food
crises 2008-2012 and more recent-
ly during the COVID-19 pandemic
fallout, whereby vulnerable and
marginalised families in India con-
tinued to be buffered against the
food crisis by its robust TPDS and
buffer stock of food grains.

Alook at the challenges and the
way forward towards 2050. Cli-
mate change and unsustainable
use of land and water resources
are the most formidable challeng-

, reaching the goal

of an equitable livelihood is a necessity

es food systems face today. The lat-
est Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) report has
set the alarm bells ringing, high-
lighting the urgency to act now.

Dietary diversity, nutrition, and
related health outcomes are
another area of concern as a focus
on rice and wheat has created nu-
tritional challenges of its own. In-
dia has taken a bold decision to
fortify rice supplied through the
Public Distribution System with
iron. Agricultural research insti-
tutes are about to release varieties
of many crops having much higher
nutrition as a long-term solution
for undernutrition and
malnutrition.

Surplus and low nutrition
It is ironic that despite being a net
exporter and food surplus country
at the aggregate level, India has a
50% higher prevalence of under-
nutrition compared to the world
average. But the proportion of the
undernourished population de-
clined from 21.6% during 2004-06
to 15.4% during 2018-20. The high
prevalence of undernutrition in
the country does not seem to be
due to food shortage or the low
availability of food. The Govern-
ment of India and States are se-
riously concerned about this para-
doxical situation of being food
surplus and at the same time, hav-
ing 15% of the population under-
nourished. They are trying to ad-
dress other possible reasons for
low nutrition through several nu-
tritional interventions. As an-
nounced recently, the supply of
fortified rice in PDS and Poshan
Abhiyan are the two steps among
many to address the challenge of
undernutrition and malnutrition.
Reducing food wastage or loss
of food is a mammoth challenge
and is linked to the efficiency of
the food supply chain. Food was-
tage in India exceeds 1-lakh crore.
Why the world must eliminate
hunger is the next point. An alarm-
ing escalation in global hunger is
unfolding, with the ‘dramatic wor-
sening’ of world hunger in 2020,
much of it likely related to the fal-
lout of COVID-19. While the pan-
demic’s impact has yet to be fully
mapped, ‘The State of Food Secur-

ity and Nutrition in the World’ re-
port, estimates that around a tenth
of the global population was un-
dernourished last year.

It is important to reiterate that
hunger and food insecurity are key
drivers of conflict and instability
across the world. ‘Food is peace’,
is a catchphrase often used to
highlight how hunger and conflict
feed on each other. The Nobel
Peace Prize 2020 conferred on the
United Nations WFP highlighted
the importance of addressing hun-
ger to prevent conflicts and create
stability. The citation communi-
qué articulated this well by quot-
ing the line: “Until the day we have
a medical vaccine, food is the best
vaccine against chaos.”

For equity, sustainability

We are on the cusp of a transfor-
mation to make the world free of
hunger by 2030 and deliver pro-
mises for SDGs, with strong coop-
eration and partnership between
governments, citizens, civil socie-
ty organisations, and the private
sector. We must collaborate to in-
vest, innovate, and create lasting
solutions in sustainable agricul-
ture contribution to equitable live-
lihood, food security, and nutri-
tion. India has so much to offer
from its successes, and learning al-
so, to prepare itself for the next 20
to 30 years. This surely requires
reimagining the food system to-
wards the goal of balancing
growth and sustainability, mitigat-
ing climate change, ensuring
healthy, safe, quality, and afforda-
ble food, maintaining biodiversity,
improving resilience, and offering
an attractive income and work en-
vironment to smallholders and
youth. Achieving the goal of “Ad-
vancing equitable livelihood” re-
quires that the food systems trans-
formation is anchored around
small- and medium-scale produc-
tion, family farmers, indigenous
peoples, women, and workers in
food value chains.

Bishow Parajuli is United Nations World
Food Programme India Representative
and Country Director. Ramesh Chand is
Member, NITI Aayog and India’s Convenor
of the National Dialogue on Food Systems
Summit

A ‘Maharaja’ price to pay for an aviation homecoming

The Tatas could face turbulence in the event of the business conglomerate emerging successful in the bid for Air India

A. RANGANATHAN

ver the last few days, there
O has been much speculation

over who will win the priva-
tisation bid for Air India. Under
the plan, the Government of India
is to sell its 100% stake each, in Air
India and Air India Express, and a
50% shareholding in the joint ven-
ture, AI-SATS (between Air India
and Singapore Airport Terminal
Services). Though the Govern-
ment of India has clarified that
“media reports indicating appro-
val of financial bids by the Govern-
ment... are incorrect”, there are
signs that the winning bid will be
that of the Tatas.

It could be a difficult merger
When the Tatas, with their joint
venture with Singapore Airlines,
launched an airline in 2015 under
the brand name Vistara, it marked
the culmination of a long battle,
overcoming obstacles placed in
their path by all other airlines in-
cluding Air India. While the group
has still to wade out of the red in
this aviation venture, they have
now been cornered to take over
Air India and Air India Express, in
spite of the anti-national barb be-
ing bandied about.

The other venture of the Tatas,
Air Asia India, is also weighing
them down. We have witnessed
how Air India and Indian Airlines,
which were in the black before
their ill-conceived formal merger
in 2007, plunged into a bottomless
pit draining tax-payers’ funds. In
the eventuality of the Tatas win-
ning the Air India bid, merging the
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four airlines (Air India, Air India
Express, Vistara and Air Asia In-
dia) will require large doses of the
magic potion of Getafix of Asterix
fame.

Many speed bumps

Vistara has just begun spreading
its wings on long haul routes and
also set service standards in gener-
al, with a Singapore touch. Under
a Tata-owned Air India, will it con-
cede that path to Air India or will
there be a duplication of routes?
Can people forget the multiple du-
plication of routes, offices, staff,
etc. on international routes of the
merged entity? If, as rumoured,
staff are to be retained for a period
of a year or so, with certain catego-
ries who cannot be given the gol-
den handshake, being rehabilitat-
ed in other Tata ventures, it is
going to demotivate existing effi-
cient staff.

Why did the Air India-Indian
Airlines merger fail? The umbilical
cord that each of these airlines had
with Rajiv Gandhi Bhavan (the
headquarters of the Ministry of Ci-
vil Aviation) was never cut. The
kickback culture, with inflated
costs, ensured that the venture on-
ly sank deeper into debt. What the
Tatas would be getting now is a hy-
dra-headed monster — the Air In-
dia-Indian Airlines entity and Air
India Express . All of them work on
the Peter Principle, with multiple
types of aircraft. If one digs deep,
the aircraft lease charges will be
found to be several notches higher
than what a professional outfit
would have negotiated.

Vistara, a very professionally
managed organisation, is now go-
ing to be buffeted by indisciplined,
inefficient and corrupt personnel
and the shockwaves are, without
doubt, going to hurt. Have the Ta-
tas foreseen the damage it can
cause to their culture? Will the Ta-

tas run the multi-airline system in-
dependent of interference by the
Ministry of Civil Aviation? Only
time will tell.

The Tatas may have the financ-
es to bear the brunt of a forced
buy. But do they have the means to
bring in a safety and training cul-
ture of the highest standards that
J.R.D. Tata, Air India’s founder, en-
visaged? Air India’s training stan-
dards are known to be entwined in
fudged records, and on substan-
dard simulators that lack manda-
tory equipment for want of spares.
Trainers have been promoted not
for their professional standards or
competence but for their proximi-
ty to the powers-that-be. Docu-
ments have been fudged to show
safety compliance, with the auth-
ority, the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA), turning a
blind eye. Dangerous waivers and
dispensations have been granted
by the DGCA as they all come un-
der a single umbrella, the Ministry
of Civil Aviation!

At a time when the aviation
scene worldwide is in the dol-
drums, the Tatas would need to
fork out an estimated 324,000
crore for just the airline business
and the share in the SATS venture.
A 340,000 crore-plus or more of
Air India’s debt goes into a special
purpose vehicle that will monetise
Air India’s assets such as property
and land banks. Air India’s train-
ing centres are also located in
those land banks. So, does the deal
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include these, or are these hidden
costs as someone else may bid
higher for those and the Tatas may
end up forking out a huge sum for
the use of these banks of land? The
training centres that the current
Vistara and Air India group use
will be grossly inadequate for use
by the new combine.

Staff issues, lax safety culture
One of the major problems that Air
India has is its Delhi-centric opera-
tions and staff approach. For the
Tatas to bring in efficiency, many
staff would need to be relocated to
various parts of the country for
optimum use of manpower. In
this, the Tatas could face huge re-
sistance, backed by the political
clout of the deadwood in Air India.
The manpower absorption issue is
going to hurt the new venture in a
big way. If Vistara is to be merged
with Air India, the dilution in stan-
dards is going to hurt the Tatas and
result in a huge motivation pro-
blem for those who helped build
Vistara and Air Asia India.
Another major issue is the safe-
ty culture. Except for an incident
in 2019 — a case of low fuel and an
emergency landing in Lucknow —
(the report was covered up by the
DGCA), Vistara has generally had a
clean record. What the Tatas could
be getting now is an ‘airline com-
bo’ with abysmal safety standards
and culture. Air India Express can
be called an ‘accident/incident-a
month-prone’ entity. Its failures
have resulted in nearly 180 lives
being lost. In addition there are
cases of several close shaves at va-
rious airports and severe damage
to aircraft on record. Air India too
has had its share of accidents and
serious incidents, fostered by the
low safety culture of the DGCA. All
this is going to fall into the lap of
the Tatas. In the event of Tatas
winning the bid, any such safety

incident will be referred to as a Ta-
ta airline accident/incident. Do
the Tatas want such a tag? They
need to crack the whip and correct
this aberration and culture, which
is not going to be popular in Delhi.

Maintenance is another major
issue with Air India. The culture of
hidden snags and verbal reporting
has to end. A mindset has to
emerge that every passenger life is
precious and a flight cannot be
cleared unless an aircraft is 100%
safe. This is going to be the most
difficult task for the Tatas.

The flight path

Finally, Air India and Vistara will
be the only two full service car-
riers in India and need to focus on
yield rather than load factor. They
need to take lessons on how Brit-
ish Airways handled the invasion
of the load factor mindset propa-
gated by Laker Airways. They
need to focus on service, safety
and high training standards. They
need to axe the non-performers in
Air India. They must desist from
filling up the airline board with
cadre from the Indian Administra-
tive Service as they have proved to
be the most disastrous minds for
aviation in India. The collapse of
so many airlines in India and the
huge debt Air India is saddled with
is a living example of this.

The novel coronavirus pandem-
ic has hit several airlines world-
wide. Many have been downsized.
And Tatas could be acquiring a
white elephant! It could be 2025
when aviation regains its glory af-
ter COVID-19. Are the Tatas pre-
pared for the long wait?

Captain A. (Mohan) Ranganathan is a
former airline instructor pilot and
aviation safety adviser, with over 20,000
hours of flying. He is also a former
member of the Civil Aviation Safety
Adbvisory Council (CASAC)

The Mahatma

I often wonder what the
response of the Mahatma
would have been to our
many problems: farmers’
suicides, unplanned growth
of our cities, widespread
corruption. and even the
failure to deal with mass
poverty. Gandhiji would

have certainly highlighted
the unending pursuit of
material comforts as a basic
cause. He would have
certainly used his moral
force to implement
reforms. He would have
persuaded both the Central
and State governments to
revamp government

Pune

administration. He would
have also been the first to
put into practice what he
was preaching.

NARENDRA M. APTE,

= [t is unfortunate that the
legacy of the Mahatma —
service to humanity and

non-violence — is fast
vanishing in today’s politics
and society. His picture is
framed on the walls of every
government office and in
cabins, but his ethical values

large party such as the

has still to propagate his
desire of equality for all.

CHIRAG DAHIYA,
Hyderabad

are missing. Narcissistic

political parties have
forgotten how he maintained
democracy even within a

At the border

troops in large numbers

»

China’s deployment of its
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Congress. The bureaucracy

across Eastern Ladakh is
disheartening. Any
confrontation at this time is
bound to worsen India-China
ties. Good sense must prevail
to avert a confrontation.

M. RISHIDEYV,
Dindigul, Tamil Nadu
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Understanding the Taliban for what it is

While it is undeniable that the Taliban subscribe to an ideology, they are also playing cynical politics
i i w

>

P

KESAVA MENON

A realistic assessment of the circum-
stances in which it has to operate
should have induced the Taliban re-
gime in Afghanistan to follow a mod-
erate course. Instead, it has sent out
unmistakable signs of a preference
for extremism. A peculiar state of
mind is almost certainly in play, but
to ascribe the dissonance solely to
this factor would be a mistake.

The Taliban’s obduracy
Afghanistan desperately needs finan-
cial assistance from the international
community. This is not only because
of the looming food crisis, which
could push lakhs of people to the
brink of starvation within weeks. Do-
nors will probably provide food aid
in time. But the government has no
money to pay salaries or get the ma-
chinery moving.

Before the U.S. shut shop in mid-
August, it is estimated to have taken
care of 80% of public expenditure in
Afghanistan. Several billion dollars
worth of Afghan government funds
have now been frozen by the U.S.
Federal Reserve. Other donor coun-
tries and the International Monetary
Fund have also cut off the flow of fi-
nance. Russia, Iran and the Central
Asian republics cannot pick up the
slack; China believes in loans, not
grants; and Pakistan is a near basket
case. The only source of revenue that
the authorities in Kabul can hope to
tap is customs payments and a good
part of those could be siphoned off
by the militias that control border
check posts.

Western countries are not likely to
recognise the Taliban regime as the
legitimate government — a necessary
condition for the loosening of purse
strings — unless it fulfils three condi-
tions: Kabul will have to ensure that
terrorist groups do not find sanctu-
ary in Afghanistan; the rights of wo-
men and minorities must be protect-
ed; and the government must be
inclusive. But judging by the first
steps they took after taking over, the
Taliban seem untroubled by these
demands or the consequences of
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A scuffle takes place between a woman and a member of the Taliban during a
demonstration outside a school in Kabul on September 30, 2021. =arp

non-compliance. In forming a cabi-
net, the Taliban defiantly signalled
that they were inclined to lead their
country back to the despotism they
had imposed during their earlier
stint in power. Hardline Pakhtoons
control most ministries, other eth-
nicities have only token representa-
tion, and women have been exclud-
ed. Indications about how this lot
would rule soon followed. The Edu-
cation Ministry ordered male teach-
ers and students back to secondary
school but made no mention of wo-
men educators or girl students.
Working women were told they must
stay at home until proper systems
are in place to ensure their safety.
There is no longer a Women’s Minis-
try; the Taliban have brought back
the Ministry for the Propagation of
Virtue and the Prevention of Vice.
They have banned protests that do
not have their approval.

Minor concessions on the demand
for inclusiveness of non-Pakhtoons
are not likely to satisfy the world or
the other ethnic groups in Afghanis-
tan. Ministry formation has added
another hindrance to the flow of
funds. Many in the cabinet figure in
the UN’s sanctions list and the U.S.s
terrorism list. The U.S. may even im-
pose sanctions on other countries
who provide aid to this Cabinet.

Given these apparently insur-
mountable hurdles, why have the Ta-
liban displayed such obduracy? A
sensible course would have been to
show compliance, obtain recogni-
tion in order to establish diplomatic
ties and get the funds flowing. Reviv-
al of the hardline could have been

Peace at the heart of education

Education can impart the skills and values
needed to prevent potential conflicts

ERIC FALT

On October 2 every year, everyone
gathers to celebrate the ideals of
peace by marking the birthday of Ma-
hatma Gandhi and the International
Day of Non-Violence. The day pre-
sents an opportunity to explore the
causes of violence and reassert a
commitment to building a culture of
dialogue through education.

The COVID-19 pandemic has intro-
duced new forces of division globally.
Levels of hate speech and fear of the
‘other’ have grown, as people have
assigned blame for the virus. Forms
of structural violence - the econom-
ic, racial and gendered forms of injus-
tice built into social systems - have
been exacerbated as marginalised
groups, including displaced persons
and racialised groups, have been dis-
proportionately affected. Around the
world, the consequential surge in in-
equality is driving instability and ten-
sion, fuelling potential social unrest.

In order to rebuild in solidarity, we
must understand the root causes of
human animosity and make peace
with one another. We must think
about the structures, attitudes and
skills that create and sustain peace.

In ‘Pathways for peace’, a flagship
2018 report by the World Bank and
the United Nations, it was shown that
many of the world’s conflicts arise
from exclusion and feelings of injus-
tice. The question therefore is: how
can ignorance and fear of the un-
known be overcome through under-
standing and dialogue?

A policy to strengthen equity
For UNESCO, education is a signifi-
cant part of the answer because it
can impart the skills and values ne-
cessary to recognise and prevent po-
tential conflicts and promote tole-
rance. As the educator Maria
Montessori put it: “Preventing war is
the work of politicians, establishing
peace is the work of educationists”.

Education for peace has a rich his-
tory in India. The philosophies of va-
rious religions, cultures and of Gand-
hi have non-violence, syncretism and
tolerance at their core.

The National Education Policy
(NEP) of 2020 also presents a unique
opportunity to contribute to streng-
thening equity, justice and social co-
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hesion. The policy has a broad focus
on value-based and experiential edu-
cation, including promoting critical
thinking, cultural exchanges, teach-
ing in regional languages, and a com-
mitment to education for all.

This landmark document also ad-
vocates for reforms in curricula and
pedagogy. As schools reopen, we be-
lieve that peace education can be
even more integrated within national
curricula and the broader learning
environment to promote non-vio-
lence, conflict resolution and com-
passion. Equipping children from a
young age with the skills to respect
the dignity of others is key to build-
ing resilient and peaceful societies.
Teachers and educators also need to
be equipped with skills to promote
peace through experiential and inte-
ractive methods. Intercultural com-
petencies, like empathy and critical
thinking, are best learned through in-
tercultural exchanges and scenario-
based learning and not rote learning.

A way forward

Global best practices, promoted
through UNESCO, can offer a way for-
ward. Our organisation’s approaches
to global citizenship, education and
intercultural dialogue reinforce the
idea that peaceful societies are those
that embrace diversity and diffe-
rence. UNESCO’s work to promote
media and information literacy and
sports for peace equips youth with
skills to eradicate harmful stereo-
types and stand up against injustice.

Focusing on inclusion, UNESCO
highlights the need to recognise and
improve opportunities for disadvan-
taged groups, like women and girls
and persons with disabilities. UNES-
CO also promotes schools as safe and
non-violent spaces.

One year into the NEP 2020 and al-
most two years into the COVID-19
pandemic, it is important to assess
priorities in education. Beyond dis-
cussions around innovation, technol-
ogy and smart future schools, we
need to understand the potential of
education systems and schools in
building peaceful societies. In times
of crisis, education has the ability to
provide hope and confidence.

Eric Falt is the Director and Representative of
the UNESCO New Delhi cluster office
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postponed until the regime’s posi-
tion as a legitimate entity had been
secured. Other governments would
have found the rupturing of ties
more difficult than withholding re-
cognition from the outset.

A hotchpotch of militias

The general belief is that the Taliban
are fanatically devoted to a pre-mod-
ern world view. This narrative is de-
signed to embed in the world’s con-
sciousness the idea that the young
Talibs form the core of this enter-
prise and are such strong believers in
whatever they have been taught that
they will turn against their political
leaders if there is any deviation from
the world view and policies they es-
pouse. The story goes that any com-
promise by the elders or nominal su-
periors will drive these young Talibs
to join the Islamic State-Khorasan
Province (IS-KP).

It is time to call this bluff. Young
Talibs, whether drawn from the vil-
lages or the refugee camps, are prob-
ably all true Muslims and most might
have some respect for their mullahs.
But they are not as unexposed to the
world as the generation preceding
them. According to reports, they
have had no inhibitions in posing for
photographs or listening to music,
activities frowned upon by the strict-
ly conservative. The earlier genera-
tion of Talibs might have respected
Osama bin Laden for sacrificing a life
of luxury to join the jihad. But that
did not motivate them to join al Qae-
da even though bin Laden made an
oath of allegiance to their revered
leader, Mullah Omar. After all, there
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were no Afghans among the 19 mili-
tants associated with 9/11. If that was
the case in the heyday of jihadism,
there seems to be little reason to
think that these young men will now
drift towards the IS-KP. Are the extre-
mists who have cornered the plum
posts in the cabinet likely to make
common cause with the IS-KP if they
are thwarted from implementing
their policies? They do subscribe to
an ideology that is a mix of Pakhtoon-
wali (the old tribal code) and a pater-
nalistic interpretation of the Shariah.
Devotion to the cause did not pre-
vent them from diverting aid meant
for refugees to investments in the
Gulf and luxury housing in Quetta.
They are certainly conservative and
ruthless. But their proclamation of
intent to establish a system based on
their own interpretation of selected
Islamic texts appears nothing more
than cynical politics.

Overall, the impression sought to
be created is that the Taliban move-
ment is an extremist-controlled mo-
nolith and unstoppable. Actually, the
Taliban are a hotchpotch of militias,
which are constantly repositioning
themselves in relation to one anoth-
er. Designations such as Defence Mi-
nister have little meaning when the
army no longer exists, and Mullah
Yaqoob has full control only over the
men raised from his locality. Other
militias co-opted to serve with his
men could drift away over time. Sira-
juddin Haqgani, who has gained pos-
session of the intelligence dossiers in
his Interior Ministry, and who has
the power to appoint governors,
might be the only real winner here.
Resistance to his appointment might
have been a factor that led Inter-Ser-
vices Intelligence chief Lt. Gen. Faiz
Hameed to intervene directly in Af-
ghan’s ministry formation. Hagqgani’s
ascendancy certainly advances Pa-
kistan’s agenda. But the road ahead
is fraught in Afghanistan where fault
lines run every which way. Pakistan
knows that it faces a tough task inside
the territory of its western neigh-
bour. Meanwhile, it seems intent on
garnering what benefits it can. In
prompting its protégés to be intransi-
gent, Pakistan can present itself be-
fore the world as the only entity cap-
able of controlling the crazies.

Kesava Menon is a senior journalist whose
other articles can be read on
kesavamenon@wordpress.org

Vaccination pace drops

NS§2, a win-win proposition?

A consensus on the Nord Stream 2 could benefit Germany,
Russia and Ukraine, but many hurdles remain

KRISHNAN SRINIVASAN

While the Iran-Pakistan-India gas pipeline,
the Iran-India undersea pipeline, and the
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India
pipeline remain pipe dreams, the Nord
Stream 2 (NS2) running from Russia to Ger-
many across the Baltic Sea is now complete
despite controversy. NS2’s manufacture be-
gan in 2016 and construction in 2018. The
1,224 km, $11-billion underwater link is the
shortest, most economical and environ-
ment-friendly route to double Russia’s gas
export to Germany. The pipeline offers sta-
bility to the strategically important energy
trade because Russia’s dependence on the
European Union and vice-versa are in-
creased and this should promote realism.

Ukraine’s concerns

Energy is never removed from politics. Rus-
sian authorities say NS2 can transport 55 bil-
lion cubic meters of gas each year, cover the
needs of about 26 million households, and
restock storage inventories, but both Germa-
ny and Russia are subject to conditions aris-
ing from a compromise between the U.S. and
Germany, and EU regulations.

European gas prices have broken records
this year, edging close to an unprecedented
$1,000 per thousand cubic meters which
places many industries and food supply
chains under stress. This is due to lack of via-
ble alternatives to gas, low storage levels be-
cause of a severe winter and the post-CO-
VID-19 economic surge. Ukraine offered
extra transit capacity for Russian gas to Eu-
rope at 15 million cubic meters per day for
October but Russia booked only 4.3% of this,
citing domestic demand. Some European
politicians accuse Russia of pressure to expe-
dite the start of NS2, but the project needs
European certification, which could take up
to four more months. Germany has yet to is-
sue an operating licence, blandly stating that
it would rule on this next January.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel is ac-
cused, mainly by Poland and Ukraine, of
weakening the EU’s political unity and stra-
tegic coherence by giving Russia greater lev-
erage through NS2. Ukraine’s leadership is
unhappy as it believes the pipeline is a Rus-
sian geopolitical weapon aimed at depriving
Ukraine of political traction and crucial reve-
nue. These concerns have been largely disre-
garded by the EU, which has refused to yield

The average

rate of daily COVID-19 vaccinations in India fell in the last 10 days of September.
During the 10-day period, 7.16 million doses were administered on average daily in
India compared to the 8.8 million doses administered daily between September 11
and 20. The daily rate of doses required to innoculate all adults by 2021 increased to
10.74 million. The average daily doses administered decreased in several major States,
including M.P., Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan and Bihar. However, they
increased in States such as Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal. By The Hindu Data Team
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to the demands of a third party. What Uk-
raine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky has se-
cured are assurances from the U.S. that it will
impose more sanctions if Russia abuses the
advantages of its new pipeline and Germa-
ny’s undertakings to help Ukraine develop
its energy sector and exert pressure on Mos-
cow to keep its gas transiting through Uk-
raine even after the current contract ends in
2024. Russian President Vladimir Putin has
made it clear that this is acceptable but
would depend on purchase contracts from
European customers.

Behind the argument of protecting West-
ern interests against Russia, the Ukraine case
is that if Russia cuts its transportation of gas
through Ukraine, Kiev would lose billions of
dollars in transit fees, and fears that Russia
could reduce energy supplies by cutting
those needed for Ukraine’s own consump-
tion. Ukraine has not diversified its econom-
ic fundamentals, whose viability is depen-
dent on Russia moving fossil fuels through its
territory. But the loss of cheap money gained
through transit fees could in the long run be-
nefit its economy.

The completion of NS2 suggests that no
third party can affect the project’s outcome.
Any flagrant violation of the commercial ra-
tionale of NS2 by Russia would enable Uk-
raine to invoke the assurances it has been gi-
ven; it is accordingly in Moscow’s interest to
proceed in a manner that avoids friction.

Assistance to Ukraine
To enable a consensus on NS2, Germany has
promised assistance to Ukraine for develop-
ment of hydrogen energy, but such commit-
ments are less robust in their detail; Berlin
seems to offer a modest €206 million as seed
money to attract a potential corporate in-
vestment envisaged to be €1 billion. Presi-
dent Zelensky considers this proposal in-
adequate, and his Foreign Minister Dmytro
Kuleba has been forthright saying, “This
country has learnt a number of bitter lessons
that Western promises are possibly unful-
filled. We do not believe in promises.”
Despite the lack of certitudes in Germa-
ny’s financial promise, there is reason to take
it seriously. The German elections could re-
sult in a coalition including the Greens, in
which case the Greens might drop their op-
position to NS2 in return for more substan-
tial compensation for Ukraine. Since the hy-
drogen option is environmentally friendly,
this presents scope for accommodating the
requirements of German coalition politics
and support for the Ukrainian budget and
turning NS2 into a win-win proposition. It’s
an ill wind that blows nobody any good.

Krishnan Srinivasan is a former foreign secretary
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FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER 4, 1971
Moon Rover not for sale

The Lunar Roving Vehicle (LRV) left on the
moon by the Apollo-15 astronauts has not yet
been announced for sale, an official of the
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion (NASA) informed a prospective buyer.
The $8 millions (Rs. 6 crores) — Lunar Rover
“is still in the United States Government in-
ventory and has not yet been declared sur-
plus equipment,” Apollo Spacecraft Manag-
er, Mr. James McDivitt, wrote to Mr. Don
Lloyd, a security man in the Boeing Compa-
ny, who had offered NASA $100 (Rs. 750) for
the buggy in last August. The Boeing Compa-
ny had designed the Moon Rover. “My bid
was as where is,” Mr. Lloyd said yesterday
adding “may be if the Russians get there, I
could sell it to them.” Mr. Lloyd said alth-
ough his offer was made in fun, he would
have gone through with the deal if NASA
were willing. Mr. McDivitt replied that the
vehicle, even if sold, would be hard to phys-
ically acquire since it was still on the moon.
However, “you will certainly be contacted if
it is ever for sale to an individual,” he wrote.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTOBER 4, 1921

Picketting at Chittagong

Calcutta, October 2: In persuance of the re-
solution adopted by the Bengal Provincial
Congress Committee picketting has com-
menced in muffasil districts, specially in
Eastern Bengal. At Chittagong the wife of Mr.
J.M. Sen Gupta, a European lady, dressed in
khadar cloth with a large number of Con-
gress voluntters has been going about mar-
kets requesting shopkeepers and customers
not to touch foreign cloth. Last evening she
was served with the following order issued
by Mr. F.W. Strong, District Magistrate of
Chittagong: “Whereas it has been brought to
my notice by a police report dated the 1st Oc-
tober 1921 that you Mrs. Sen Gupta, wife of
Mr. J.M. Sen Gupta of Rahamatgunj Police
Station Kotwali, District Chittagong have in
company with other non-co-operators been
obstructing public in the town of Chittagong
from selling, purchasing or wearing foreign
cloths and have further more been obstruct-
ing traffic by collecting crowds in streets in
pursuance of the above objects and whereas
such conduct on your part is likely to cause
obstruction... or injury to persons lawfully
employed and so cause a disturbance of pu-
blic tranquility and whereas speedy remedy
is in my opinion necessary. I hereby direct
you under Section 144 Cr. P.C. to abstain
from all such acts as above described for a
space of two months from the date of this.”
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Four farmers killed in
U.P. as car runs amok

Mr. Mishra alleged that anti-
social elements from Nanpa-
ra village threw rocks at a
vehicle going to receive Mr.
Maurya, the chief guest at a
function in the Minister’s
ancestral village.

“Stones came flying at the
vehicle when it was on the
way to receive the chief
guest, the driver lost ba-
lance... and some could
have died in that accident.
My driver and three BJP
workers who were in the
vehicle were chased and at-
tacked with rocks, sticks
and swords... they were
lynched,” Mr. Mishra said.

The unions, however, de-
nied there was any stone
throwing by the farmers.
Mr. Mishra said it was a lie.

Denying the Minister’s al-
legations, Jai Kisan Andolan
founder Yogendra Yadav
said, “There was no provo-
cation whatsoever by the
farmers. There was no stone
throwing. This is completely
false.”

The SKM said around 10
farmers, including SKM
leader Tajinder Singh Virk,
were seriously injured in the
incident.

In a virtual press confe-
rence in the evening, the
SKM outlined three imme-
diate demands. “One, Ajay
Kumar Mishra should be im-
mediately removed from the
Council of Ministers. Two,
an FIR under Section 302
should be registered imme-
diately against his son and
the other goons he brought
with him. Three, the case
should be investigated by a
sitting judge of the Supreme
Court,” said Krantikari Ki-
san Union leader Darshan
Pal.

The SKM has also called
on farmers across the coun-
try to protest peacefully in
front of district magistrates
offices between 10 a.m. and
1 p.m. tomorrow.

(With inputs from Priscil-
la Jebaraj and Anuj Kumar
in Delhi)

‘No info on 2018 plan
to collect OBC data’

The RGI, which works un-
der the administrative con-
trol of the MHA, conducts
the decennial Census exer-
cise.

In response to the RTI ap-
plication on the delibera-
tions that took place in the
RGI’s office before the an-
nouncement in 2018 to col-
lect data on OBCs, the office
replied: “The information
sought in the RTI applica-
tion is not available with the
undersigned.”

The reply added: “It may
be informed that the Office
of the RGI in MHA is con-
ducting decennial popula-
tion Census since 1951 in
which it collects and pu-

blishes data on various so-
cio-demographic profiles of
the people of India includ-
ing those of the notified
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and
Scheduled Tribes (STs) of all
States and Union Territo-
ries. The data on the castes/
communities/OBCs, other
than the notified SCs and
STs are not collected in Cen-
sus.” It said the last Census
was conducted in 2011.

The Centre filed an affida-
vit in the Supreme Court on
September 23 where it ruled
out conducting a Socio-Eco-
nomic Caste Census, stating
that caste census was un-
feasible, “administratively
difficult and cumbersome”.

Eight persons held after
drug raid on cruise ship

Agency sources said a fort-
night ago they got a tip-off
about a party to be organ-
ised by a private lifestyle
and fashion channel on the
cruise to which many VIPs
were invited. Following this,
22 NCB officials boarded the
ship as guests. Over 1,800
guests were believed to be
on board the ship and the
NCB officials are also likely
to call the organiser of the
party for questioning, the
sources said.

“The whole case will have
different layers and this is
just the first layer. In coming

days, more people could be
detained,” said NCB chief
S.N. Pradhan.

CEO clarifies
Meanwhile, Jurgen Bailom,
CEO and president, Water-
ways Leisure Tourism Pvt.
Ltd., said, “ I wish to express
that Cordelia Cruises is in no
way, directly or indirectly,
connected to this incident.
Cordelia Cruises had char-
tered its ship for a private
event to a Delhi-based event
management company. .”
(With inputs from Raina
Assainar)

Gaming disorder on the
rise during pandemic

NIMHANS’ Dr. Sharma and
fellow researchers pu-
blished a case study in the
Industrial Psychiatry Jour-
nal last year, illustrating the
“pathways of migration
from gaming to gambling”.
“Individuals who played
more social casino games
(online games where you do
not either bet or win or lose
real money) and won occa-
sionally, usually developed
a craving and urge for bet-

ting real money,” said the
paper.

Psychiatrists recommend
that as a bare minimum,
statutory warnings and
mandatory breaks should
be enforced to prevent
binge gaming. Media litera-
cy in schools and digital fast-
ing among families are also
important steps, Dr. Sharma
said.

(*Name changed to pro-
tect privacy)

Bodies of four climbers
reach Joshimath

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
GOPESHWAR/UTTARKASHI

The bodies of four Navy
mountaineers, who went
missing after getting caught
in an avalanche near the
summit of Mount Trishul in
Uttarakhand, were brought
to Joshimath from Chamoli
district on Sunday.

Officials said the mortal
remains will be sent to their
native places after a
post-mortem.

The bodies of Lt. Cdr. Raj-
nikant Yadav, Lt. Cdr. Yogesh

CM
K

Tiwari, Lt. Cdr. Anant Kukre-
ti and MCPO Hariom have
been kept at the Army camp
in Joshimath, the Army said.

One of the mountaineers
and the porter are still mis-
sing. A search is under way
to find them.

According to the officials,
search and rescue opera-
tions could not be carried
out on Friday due to bad
weather. The four bodies
were spotted by the rescue
team on Saturday and re-
trieved on Sunday.

»

Agency investigating identities of masterminds behind international drug trafficking syndicate

DEVESH K. PANDEY
NEW DELHI

The Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) is pursuing
further leads in connection
with the seizure of 3,000 kg
of heroin at the port at Mun-
dra in Gujarat last month to
determine the identities of
the masterminds behind the
international drug trafficking
syndicate.

Ten of the accused, in-
cluding six Afghan nationals
and an Uzbek woman, have
been arrested by the agency
so far in the case. Two of the

Afghan  nationals were
picked up from Shimla a few
days ago.

Investigations have so far
indicated that the contra-
band was packed in Afghan-
istan and sent through a Kan-
dahar-based company

where 3,000 kg of heroin was seized recently. =reuters

named Hassan Hussain Ltd.
The consignment was de-
clared as talc stones to be ex-
ported to Aashi Trading

NIA searches premises
of cross-LoC traders

Probe into transfer of funds from Pak.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Sunday car-
ried out multiple searches
on the residences of several
traders associated with the
cross-Line of Control (LoC)
trade in Poonch district of
the Pir Panjal valley.

A NIA spokesman said
teams of the agency, with
the assistance of the Jammu
and Kashmir Police, the
Central Reserve DPolice
Force and the Indo-Tibetan
Border Police, searched
nine locations.

“The searches were con-
ducted on the premises of
the suspected LoC traders in
relation to a case filed in
2016,” the spokesman said.

The NIA said it seized
documents, digital devices
and other incriminating ma-
terials. “Further investiga-
tion in the case continues,”
it said.

Probe on into
J&K temple
vandalism

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR

The Jammu and Kashmir
police have started a probe
into an incident of desecra-
tion and vandalism of a
temple in south Kashmir’s
Anantnag on October 2.

“A senior police officer is
looking into the incident,”
an official told The Hindu.

The police have lodged
an FIR into the act of van-
dalism under Section 295,
427 of the Indian Penal
Code.

A picture of the Mata
Bargah Shakha Temple, lo-
cated near the sun temple
at Martand in Anantnag,
went viral online on Octob-
er 2. It showed a portion of
the temple damaged from

inside by  unknown
miscreants.
The incident evoked

protests from Kashmiri
Pandits. Several migrant
Pandits living in the Jagti
Township of Jammu also
protested against the inci-
dent and described it as
“an act of cowardice”.

Jammu and Kashmir’s
regional political parties
have also condemned the
incident.

“Pained and disturbed
by reports of malicious
damage and vandalism at
the Mata temple in Mattan.
Need of the hour is to reas-
sure our Pandit brethren.
Request SSP Anantnag &
DC Anantnag to look into
the matter immediately,”
Peoples Democratic Party
president Mehbooba Mulfti
said in a tweet.

National =~ Conference
vice-president Omar Ab-
dullah termed the act as
“unacceptable”.

“I'strongly condemn this
vandalism and urge the ad-
ministration, especially the
police, to identify the cul-
prits so they can be prose-
cuted to the fullest extent
of the law,” Mr. Abdullah
said.

The case was registered
on December 09, 2016 un-
der Section 17 of the UA(P)
Act, 1967 after the reports of
misuse of the cross-LoC
trade routes by militants
and their supporters. “In-
vestigation into the case has
revealed that some of the
traders having excess im-
ports were channelising the
surplus profit generated to
terror organisations while
others are suspected to have
links or connections with
proscribed terrorist organi-
sations,” the NIA spokesman
said.

However, no arrests were
made on Sunday.

The NIA says the current
case is of large-scale transfer
of funds from Pakistan to In-
dia through the import of
California almonds and oth-
er items via the trade facili-
tation centres at Salamabad,
Uri, in Baramulla and Chak-
kan-Da-Bag, in Poonch.

Rethink quarantine norms for

Company in Vijayawada, via
the Bandar Abbas port, in
Iran.

“Usually, such consign-

ments are transported from
Afghanistan to the Bandar
Abbas port by land route. In
this case, we are trying to
gather information on the
exact route taken, and the
modus operandi used, to
smuggle the contraband. At
the port, conduits are roped
in by the drug traffickers to
get necessary documents for
cargo shipping,” an official
said.

It is suspected that the
consignment was meant to
be brought to Delhi for furth-
er transportation. The agen-
cy has questioned the ac-
cused persons to identify the
ultimate intended recipients
of the drugs.

“There has been a spurt in
the use of maritime routes by
syndicates, mostly involving
Pakistan-based elements, for

British visitors, say exporters

It could hit handicraft industry as UK. is the largest buyer

VIKAS DHOOT
NEW DELHI

Even as the 10-day quaran-
tine norm for British nation-
als kicks in on Monday, a
leading export promotion
body has urged the govern-
ment for a rethink as it could
curtail the entry of UK.
buyers and hit new orders
just when business is return-
ing to some normalcy.

The Export Promotion
Council for Handicrafts
(EPCH) has written to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, sig-
nalling that the mandatory
quarantine for visiting Brit-
ish nationals could hurt ef-
forts to attain the govern-
ment’s record $400 billion
target for exports this year.

The UK. is the largest ex-
port market for India’s han-
dicraft exports, which stood
at 325,680 crore in 2020-21,
recording a growth even in
the COVID-19 pandemic hit-
year, as per EPCH data. This

does not include handmade
carpets, where India ac-
counts for 40% of total
world exports. Carpet ex-
ports in 2020-21 were almost
$1.5 billion.

“We would like to draw
your attention towards the
recent policy decision... be-
ing implemented in res-
ponse to the similar measure
being applied on Indian na-
tionals arriving in Britain,”
EPCH Chairman R.K. Malho-
tra said in a communique to
the PM, seeking a carve-out
from the new norms for bu-
siness visitors.

The decision could adver-
sely impact the Council’s bi-
annual flagship programme
to attract overseas buyers
and secure new orders, the
Indian Handicrafts and Gifts
Fair, scheduled to take place
from October 28 to 31, Mr.
Malhotra indicated.

Over 1,500 overseas
buyers are expected to at-

tend the first such physical
exhibition since the pan-
demic’s onset, which would
also see orders being placed
for the Christmas gifting sea-
son.

“In order to achieve the
Government of India’s target
of $400 billion of merchan-
dise exports this year, it is
important that the physical
activities for business exhibi-
tions and buyer-seller meets
are organised so as to en-
courage in-person visit to
these events and business is
transacted,” the EPCH Chair-
man noted.

“Keeping in view the
same, it is requested that the
mandatory quarantine may
kindly be exempted for Brit-
ish nationals who are travell-
ing to India on a business vi-
sa specifically to source from
Indian exhibitions,” he con-
cluded, pinning exporters’
hopes on “a positive
consideration”.

smuggling huge quantities of
heroin in the region. Large
seizures are being made by
the drug law enforcement
agencies in India and Sri
Lanka,” the official said.

On September 10, the Sri
Lanka Navy had intercepted
a foreign fishing vessel carry-
ing over 170 kg of heroin in
international waters. Nine
Pakistani nationals aboard
the boat were held.

The operation was carried
out on the basis of informa-
tion gathered following the
seizure of about 290 kg of he-
roin on August 30, and then
of 336 kg of heroin on Sep-
tember 4.

Seven Pakistani nationals
were earlier arrested by the
Sri Lankan agencies and a
“mother” ship was im-
pounded.

Two held for
cow slaughter
in Delhi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Two men allegedly in-
volved in cow slaughter
were arrested after a brief
encounter in north Delhi’s
Civil Lines area, the police
said on Sunday.

Acting on a tip-off, a trap
was laid near the Hindu
Rao Hospital here on the
intervening night of Satur-
day and Sunday, and both
the accused were arrested,
they said.

One of the accused, Mo-
hammad Javed, 29, was in-
volved in cow slaughter
cases and had also at-
tacked the police earlier,
while his co-accused, Mo-
hammad Shamim, 30, is a
contractual employee in a
government department,
they said.

Telangana’s borrowings
nearly 21K cr. by Aug.-end

M. RAJEEV
HYDERABAD

The State government’s bor-
rowings are close to 321,000
crore in the first five months
of the current financial year.

According to the monthly
key indicators for August
available with the Comp-
troller and Auditor General
of India, borrowings and lia-
bilities of the State up to Au-
gust reached 320,941.84
crore. This is ¥5,958 crore
higher than the borrowings
of 314,983 crore reported till
July.

The borrowings are much
higher than the figures pro-
jected in the tentative calen-
dar released by the RBI for
the first two quarters. The
State indicated that it would
raise open market borrow-
ings of 14,000 crore -
%8,000 crore in the first
quarter and another 36,000
crore in the second quarter.

The State raised around
12,000 crore between
April and June and over
%8,000 crore from July to
September  this  fiscal

through State development
loans and auction of securi-
ties. The government kept
provision in the budget for
raising 45,509  crore
through borrowings during
the current fiscal and the
amount raised is in line with
the projection made in the
budget. Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao and Mi-
nister K.T. Rama Rao have
however, asserted that the
debts obtained for spending
on capital assets should not
be seen as liability but as in-
vestment for the future.
Meanwhile, the State’s re-
venues continued their im-
pressive growth during the
month with tax revenue
pegged at 9,000 crore. The
cumulative tax revenue till
August was 37,591 crore
against 328,591 crore of the
previous month. Revenue
through  GST reached
12,461 crore against the
35,520 crore projected for
the year and collection of
sales tax was reported at
310,590 crore against the
projected 326,500 crore.

First-ever retreat ceremony at Suchetgarh

Now, the tourism potential of the location will be fully tapped, says Lieutenant-Governor Manoj Sinha

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

With the ceasefire between
India and Pakistan holding
for eight months, the first-ev-
er retreat ceremony at the
Octroi Post on the Interna-
tional Border (IB) in Jammu’s
Suchetgarh is a major push
to promote border tourism

in Jammu and Kashmir.

“Our great nation believes
in peaceful coexistence. Our
security forces are vigilantly
protecting the territorial in-
tegrity of the nation and ef-
fectively countering the ne-
farious conspiracies of the
neighbouring country,” J&K
Lieutenant-Governor Manoj

Celebrations galore: Children holding the Tricolour during the
Retreat Ceremony at Octroi Post on Saturday. =p1i

Sinha said, while inaugurat-
ing the ceremony on
Saturday.

The function was attend-

ed by hundreds of tourists
and locals.

“The ceremony on the
lines of Amritsar’s Wagah

border reflects the great le-
gacy and valour of the Bor-
der Security Force, India’s
first line of defence,” Mr. Sin-
ha said.

Tourism potential

He said that with the begin-
ning of the retreat ceremony,
the long-pending demand of
the people of Suchetgarh
had been fulfilled.

“Now, the tourism poten-
tial of Suchetgarh will be ful-
ly tapped, giving a fillip to
the economic development
of the area,” said the Lt.
Governor.

He said the Jammu and
Kashmir government was

»

making untiring efforts for
inclusive growth and deve-
lopment of the Union Terri-
tory and transforming the
lives of the people.

Meanwhile, Peoples De-
mocratic Party president
Mehbooba Mufti welcomed
the decision to start the re-
treat ceremony at
Suchetgarh.

“Will certainly give a fillip
to tourism and hope it’s ta-
ken further by using it as a
trade and travel route bet-
ween Suchetgarh and Sial-
kot. Such CBMs improve
cross- border ties and benefit
both sides economically
too,” Ms. Mufti said.
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BJP fields
ex-Sena MLA
for bypoll

STAFF REPORTER

MUMBAI

Former Shiv Sena MLA
Subhash Sabne will be the
BJP candidate for the bye-
lection to the Deglur-Biloli
Assembly seat in Nanded
district.

The byelection was ne-
cessitated by the death of
sitting Congress MLA Rao-
saheb Antapurkar.

“I congratulate Subhash
Sabne over the candida-
ture. We are certain that
people will vote for him
and the BJP will repeat the
Pandharpur-Mangalvedha
byelection result where we
defeated the Maha Vikas
Aghadi candidate,” Chan-
drakant Patil, Maharashtra
State BJP chief, said.

Antapurkar had defeat-
ed Mr. Sabne in the 2019
Assembly election. “I have
nothing against Uddhaviji.
But Ashok Chavan of the
Congress is working like a
dictator. He is sidelining
Shiv Sena and NCP leaders
in the constituency. He is
trying to finish off the Sena
in Nanded district and I
cannot let this happen,”
Mr. Sabne said.

He claimed that the Sena
had helped the Congress
survive in the State.

Meghalaya Congress

‘BJD retains Pipili Assembly seat

in Odisha by over 20,000 votes

BJP comes second in byelection with 42% votes, Congress candidate loses deposit

SATYASUNDAR BARIK
BHUBANESWAR

The ruling Biju Janata Dal
candidate Rudra Pratap
Maharathy won the Pipili
byelection in Odisha on Sun-
day, defeating Ashrit Patt-
nayak of the BJP by 20,916
votes in a straight fight.

Mr. Maharathy polled
96,972 votes and Mr. Patt-
nayak 76,056 votes.

The byelection was neces-
sitated by the death of BJD
MLA Pradip Maharathy from
COVID-19 in October 2020.
The BJD fielded his son in the
seat, which Pradip Maha-
rathy had won seven times.

The BJD candidate se-
cured 53.6% of the votes,
leaving behind the BJP can-
didate at 42.04%. The consti-
tuency recorded the highest
ever voter turnout of 78.24%.

Congress candidate Bish-
wokeshan Harichandan Mo-
hapatra fared miserably by
managing to poll just 4,261
(2.36%) votes and losing the
deposit. None of the rest of
the seven candidates got 1%
of the votes polled.

The outcome will have no
bearing on the BJD govern-

averts crisis for now

Sangma, Pala decide to work together

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The Congress in Meghalaya
appears to have averted a
crisis ahead of the byelec-
tions to three Assembly
seats.

Former Chief Minister
and Congress Legislature
Party leader Mukul M. Sang-
ma and Lok Sabha member
Vincent H. Pala had report-
edly been avoiding each
other since the latter was
appointed the State party
president a month ago.

Dr. Sangma’s statement
that the party leadership
did not consult him on the
appointment had triggered
speculation of a rift within
the Meghalaya Congress.
The murmurs grew louder
when he met Trinamool
Congress general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee in Kolka-
ta less than a fortnight ago.

But on Saturday, the two
leaders came together for
the election meeting and de-
cided to work together for
the candidates to be nomi-
nated by the central leader-
ship. The byelections to the
Mawphlang, Mawryng-
kneng and Rajabala seats
will be held on October 30.
The central leadership on
Sunday nam- ed Kennedy C.
Khyriem, Highlander Khar-
malki and Hashina Yasmin
Mondal as the candidates
for the three seats.

“We are fielding the best
candidates. People in the
State have seen the perfor-
mance of the government.
Our base in each and every
area is much better than
that of the other parties,”
Mr. Pala said, adding that
Dr. Sangma’s strategic in-
puts would be of value to
the party.

Tej Pratap says Lalu being
held captive in Delhi

His brother Tejashwi dismisses claim

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PATNA

RJD president Lalu Prasad’s
elder son Tej Pratap Yadav
has caused a flutter with the
claim that his father was be-
ing held “captive” and pre-
vented from returning to Bi-
har despite having been
released from jail.

Mr. Tej Pratap made the
comment on Saturday when
he said the captors of his
father, who is convalescing
in Delhi since his release
from Ranchi jail a few
months ago, were “four or
five people” he did not wish
to name.

Gandhinagar municipal elections held

More than 50% turnout registered; PM’s 99-year-old mother casts vote

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
AHMEDABAD

More than 50% voting was regis-
tered in the municipal elections in
Gujarat’s capital Gandhinagar on

Sunday.

The BJP latched on to Mr.
Tej Pratap’s utterances, in-
sisting that he was hinting at
Tejashwi, his younger broth-
er and the heir apparent to
Mr. Lalu Prasad.

Mr. Tejashwi, however,
dismissed the contention
with disdain on Sunday.

The RJD leader asserted
that “to say Lalu is bandhak
(in captivity) simply does
not go with his personality.
He is a man who has served
as the Chief Minister of Bi-
har and the country’s Rail-
way Minister. He was the
one who had got L.K. Adva-
ni arrested”.

The voting for the civic elec-
tions was held to elect 44 munici-
pal councillors for 11 wards, each
having four councillors, including
two women members.

Provisional figures from the
State Election Commission indi-
cated a turnout of around 52%,
with a total of 2.8 lakh registered
voters eligible to cast their votes.

Heeraben, the 99-year-old
mother of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, also cast vote along with
her family. For the first time in

CcM

K »

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
mother casting her vote on
Sunday. =vijay SONEJI

Gujarat, the civic body elections
saw a tripartite contest with the
entry of the Aam Aadmi Party

Victory lap: BJD workers celebrating in Bhubaneswar on Sunday.

ment as it enjoys a massive
strength of 113 in the 147
member Assembly.

The victory comes ahead
of the crucial panchayat and
civic body elections, which
are likely to take place early
next year.

Chief Minister Naveen Pat-
naik, who has been hailed as
the key factor in the success,

Oppn. demands Mishras resignation

did not campaign for Mr.
Maharathy. On the other
hand, senior BJP Minister
and Union Education Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan
held rallies for his party can-
didate.

“I thank the people of Pi-
pili for their huge support to
Mr. Maharathy. I also con-
gratulate all workers and

=PTI

leaders of the BJD,” Mr. Pat-
naik said. BJD workers began
celebrations even as the
counting was under way.

Many Congress workers
staged a demonstration in
front of the party office here
demanding the resignation
of Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee president Niranjan
Patnaik.

RJD, Congress split over
candidates for Bihar bypolls

Congress had staked claim to the Kusheshwar Asthan seat

AMARNATH TEWARY
PATNA
With the Opposition Rashtri-
ya Janata Dal (RJD) announc-
ing names of party candi-
dates on Sunday for the two
byelections in Bihar in the
absence of leaders from the
mahagathbandhan (grand
alliance) allies, the rift bet-
ween the Congress and the
RJD came to the fore for the
first time after the 2020 As-
sembly election. The Con-
gress had earlier announced
that it would contest from
the seat of Kusheshwar As-
than, which had been as-
signed to it in 2020.

The bypolls are scheduled
to be held on October 30.

RJD State president Jagda-
nand Singh on Sunday an-
nounced the names of long-
time party workers Ganesh
Bharti and Arun Kumar
Shah for the Kusheswar As-
than and Tarapur seats res-
pectively. However, no lead-
er from the Congress or any
other alliance partners of

mahagathbandhan  were
present during Mr. Singh’s
announcement.

“I'm not aware whether
our top party leadership was

Judicial probe should be conducted in the Lakhimpur Kheri incident, they say

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Opposition parties across
the political spectrum on
Sunday slammed the ruling
BJP and demanded a judicial
inquiry into the incident at
Lakhimpur Kheri in Uttar
Pradesh where protesting
farmers were allegedly
crushed by a vehicle in
which the son of the Minister
of State for Home Affairs
Ajay Mishra Teni was
travelling.

The parties demanded the
resignation of Mr. Mishra
even as several top leaders
planned to visit the area on
Monday for a ground assess-
ment of the situation. Con-
gress leaders Priyanka Gand-
hi Vadra and Deepender
Hooda reached Lucknow on
Sunday evening. They are

scheduled to visit Lakhim-
pur Kheri. Former Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi could al-
so visit the area, while
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel is expected
to reach Lakhimpur Kheri
on Monday.

‘Register murder case’
The Congress also demand-
ed that the Uttar Pradesh ad-
ministration register a case
of murder against Mr. Mis-
hra’s son and all those who
were responsible for the inci-
dent on Sunday.

“Managed to have a short
conversation with Tejinder
Singh Virkji, who was grie-
vously injured in the inci-
dent in which BJP people
crushed protesting farmers.
In view of the serious nature
of his injuries, the Uttar Pra-

desh government should
provide him the best possi-
ble treatment. And the Chief
Minister should immediately
resign,” former Uttar Pra-
desh Chief Minister Akhilesh
Yadav tweeted. The Samaj-
wadi Party said Mr. Yadav
would also visit the area.

Hate for farmers
The Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) announced that a lo-
cal-level delegation would be
there while a visit by Rashtri-
ya Lok Dal’s Jayant Chaud-
hary is also expected.
“Those who remain silent
even after seeing this inhu-
man massacre are already
dead. But we will not let this
sacrifice go in vain — ‘Long
live Kisan Satyagraha’, Mr.
Gandhi tweeted using the
hashtag ‘Farmers Protest’.

“How much does BJP hate
the farmers of the country?
Don’t they have the right to
live? If they raise their voice,
they will be shot or crushed
under a car. Enough. This is
a country of farmers not the
fiefdom of BJP’s brutal ideol-
ogy. Farmers agitation will
be strengthened further and
their voice will be louder,”
Ms. Vadra tweeted.

“The incident in which
several farmers, who were
protesting against the three
farm laws, were crushed by a
vehicle that belonged to the
son of a Union Minister is un-
fortunate. This displays the
dictatorial and cruel face of
the BJP,” BSP supremo Maya-
wati tweeted, adding, “The
Supreme Court should take
suo motu notice of the
incident.”

New DGP after consulting Sidhu: Channi

Panel set up to improve coordination between government and PCC, he says

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH/ NEW DELHI
Punjab Chief Minister Cha-
ranjit Singh Channi on Sun-
day said a new Director-Gen-
eral of Police (DGP) would be
appointed soon in consulta-
tion with the Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (PCC) chief
Navjot Singh Sidhu and oth-
er Ministers.

His comments came
hours after Mr. Sidhu tweet-
ed that DGP Igbal Preet
Singh Sahota and Advocate-
General (AG) Amar Preet
Singh Deol must be replaced
as their appointments are
like “rubbing salt on the
wounds of the victims of the
sacrilege issue”. The tweet
comes just days after the
Chief Minister reached out to
him for a compromise after

and the Congress.

pleted.

franchise.

Voting was also held for the
Bhanvad, Okha and Thara munici-
palities, and by-elections for a few
seats in the Ahmedabad and Juna-
gadh municipal corporations.

(AAP) in the fray. The fight has tra-
ditionally been between the BJP

Leaders of all the three parties
expressed confidence in securing
victory after the voting was com-

Charanijit Singh Channi

Mr. Sidhu sprang a surprise
by resigning as the PCC chief
to protest against these
appointments.

Speaking to reporters on
the sidelines of a govern-
ment programme to an-
nounce debt waiver for farm
labourers and landless farm-
ers, the Chief Minister said,
as mandated by law, the
State government had alrea-

dy forwarded the names of
all senior police officers with
30 years of experience to the
Centre. It was awaiting the
Centre’s clearance to a panel
of three names from which
the new DGP would be ap-
pointed, a statement from
the Chief Minister’s Office
said. The name would be fi-
nalised after consultation
with Mr. Sidhu, all the Minis-
ters and the MLAs, it added.

Mr. Channi also told press-
persons that a coordination
committee had been consti-
tuted for better coordination
between the government
and the PCC.

Earlier, Mr. Sidhu tweeted
that not replacing the DGP
and the Advocate-General
would leave the Congress
with “no face”. “Demand for

Justice in Sacrilege cases and
for arrest of main culprits be-
hind the drug trade brought
our Govt in 2017 & Due to his
failure, People removed the
last CM. Now, AG/DG ap-
pointments rub salt on
wounds of victims, they
must be replaced or we will
have No face.”

In an attempt to placate
him, the Channi government
appointed R.S. Bains as Spe-
cial Public Prosecutor to
handle all the sacrilege-relat-
ed cases. However, Mr. Sid-
hu, whose status as the PCC
chief is still not clear as he
has not formally withdrawn
his resignation, seems to
have hardened his stance a
day after tweeting that he
would stand by the Gandhis,
“post or no post”.

event in Patna on Sunday. =pi

consulted on the issue of
candidates,” said senior
State Congress leader and
Rajya Sabha member Akhi-
lesh Singh. State party spo-
kesperson Asit Nath Tiwari
told presspersons, “The RJD
has announced names of its
own party candidates but
Congress party, I think, has
not been consulted over the
issue. Let’s wait for some
time and all will be clear”.
RJD leader and party spo-
kespersons Mrityunjay Ti-
wari, however, said, “Top
leadership of both the par-
ties must have consulted
each other and only after
that names of two candi-
dates have been announced

Change of plan: RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav addressing an

for the by-poll. These two
candidates are from RJD but
they have got the support of
mahagathbandhan.”

Recently, former Commu-
nist Party of India (CPI) lead-
er from Bihar Kanhaiya Ku-
mar joined the Congress and
the buzz in political circles
of the State has been that the
move might have not gone
down well with the maha-
gathbandhan allies.

Mr. Kumar had lost the
2019 Lok Sabha election
from the Begusarai seat to
the BJP’s Giriraj Singh. State
Congress leaders had said
that with the entry of Mr. Ku-
mar, the party would be
“strengthened” in Bihar.

Manipur CM rules out
leadership change

He was summoned to Delhi recently

IBOYAIMA LAITHANGBAM
IMPHAL

Manipur Chief Minister N.
Biren Singh has ruled out
any change in leadership in
the State ahead of the March
2022 Assembly election.

The BJP’s central leader-
ship had on October 1 sum-
moned him, Minister T. Bis-
wajit and State party
president A. Sharda to New
Delhi.

Mr. Singh told a local
news channel that they
were summoned for chalk-
ing out the election strategy.

The summoning had set
tongues wagging as most of
Manipur’s tribal MLAs have
been camping in Delhi.
They are said to be unhappy
that the Autonomous Dis-
trict Council Bill, 2021, re-
commended by the Hill
Areas Committee — a statu-
tory body — was not tabled
during the monsoon session
of the Assembly.

The All Tribal Students’
Union, Manipur, had boy-
cotted the ‘Go to hills’ pro-
gramme that Mr. Singh had
launched for the develop-
ment of the hills on a par
with the Imphal Valley. The
tribes inhabit the hills while
the valley is dominated by
the non-tribals.

The Chief Minister said
he was not surprised by the

N. Biren Singh

speculation about a change
in leadership. “People have
been talking about a change
of guard during the four-
and-a-half years of my te-
nure,” he told the channel.

While Mr. Singh’s suppor-
ters say the ‘Go to hills’ pro-
gramme is pragmatic, some
tribal groups have sniffed in
it a ploy to usurp tribal land.

Several tribal organisa-
tions have also been miffed
by the kidnapping and mur-
der of Athuan Abonmei, a
social activist who belonged
to the Zeliangrong tribe, on
September 22. The police
have arrested two suspects
in connection with the mur-
der. Former Minister Okram
Joy, demanding a probe by
the National Investigation
Agency into the case, had
said the Chief Minister
should step down for the
sake of a transparent and
speedy probe.

Central Coalfields Limited
A Miniratna Company

(A Subsidiary of Coal India Limited)
NOTICE
"All the tenders issued by CIL and its Subsidiaries for
procurement of Goods, Works and Services are available on
websites of Coal India Ltd. www.coalindia.in/ respective
Subsidiary Company (CCL, www.centralcoalfields.in),
CIL e-procurement portal https://coalindiatenders.nic.in
and Central Public Procurement Portal https://eprocure.
gov.in in addition, procurement is also done through GeM

portal https://gem.gov.in."
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E- Mail : spp.hyd@spmcil.com
No. SPPH/A-II/Adv/2021/2426
exde fAfaerd fferRad awg (o)~ o mitd & forg ur iR arg PAfdraatel & s f6d s
2 : Sealed tenders are invited from eligible and qualified tenderers for the following Items :
3HAYT =T /Notice Inviting Tender (NIT)

IIoRfeT FeoTTerd | SECURITY PRINTING PRESS
SRt qeroT R HaT fwfer i fafics @ sa)
(A unit of Security Printing and Minting Corporation of India Limited)
/ Wholly Owned by Government of India)
/ Mintc ?ﬁrm)ound, Saifabad, Hyderabad - 500 063

(WRa
(IRT WRBR B
PSS, )
GSTIN : 36AAJCS6111J129

U22213DL2006G0I144763

Ph : 040-23253621

Website : http://spphyderabad.spmcil.com

FAX . 040-23456687

fe=Tid/Date: 04.10.2021

During the day-long voting, a
few incidents of alleged irregulari-
ties in the voting process were re-
ported, including one bogus vot-
ing incident, and one incident in
which people were reportedly 4
prevented from exercising their 5'

. ffaemwit @ mia @ forg
st ATe/Aar o1 W fyawor fFfer €. | #mr | SR 98w @1 Ry
SI. No.| Brief Description of Goods / Services. | Tender no. | Quantity| Closing date and time for

receipt of tenders
Maplitho with Hotmelt Adhesive 50 CM 1,20,000 15-10-2021
1 |width 6000016817 | "¢ gq At10:45 AM (IST)
2 Wood free white coated un-watermarked 3000016640 17000
* |coated with PVA Adhesive paperin reel (Development Kgs.
Tender)
Upgradation of Vinsak Variable Data 05-11-2021
3 |printing Machine Model: LVP1 330 6000016624 | 1 Job At 10:45 AM (IST)
Maplitho with Hotmelt Adhesive 50 CM 4,50,000
width 6000016697 Kgs.
. |Foil cutter for die punching machine 6000016791 | 85 Nos 09-11-2021
6. |Offline VDPInk—UV Black 6000016787 | 320 Ltr At10:45 AM (IST)

amt fyavor Y. HUAT ART d9wIEe:  http://spphyderabad.spmcil.com. ¥ @ik B
RN/ gfE—ua dedTse W& Ui far Sem/For further details, please visit our website at
http://spphyderabad.spmcil.com & amendment / corrigendum if any, will be published on
website only.
M (TO) & CPSO(For Chief General Manager)
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OFFICE OF ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER
PHED, JAIPUR REGION-I, JAIPUR
Jyoti Nagar, Sahakar Marg, Jaipur-302005
Phone: 0141-2740170(0) ace1.jpr.phed@rajasthan.gov.in.com
No.: F()/ACE/PHED/Ar. Dausa/NIT-99-100/2021-22/9139-59
(e-NIT No. 99-100/2021-22)

Date: 24/9/21

Online tenders are, hereby, invited on behalf of the Governor of Rajasthan for the
following works from the bidder meeting eligibility as per criteria mentioned in the
detailed tender document which can be seen and downloaded from website https://
eproc.rajasthan.gov.in. Tenders are to be submitted online in electronic format on
website https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in as per schedule given below:-

NIT No. Name of Work Estimat- | Earnest | Last date | Due date
ed Cost | Money for sub- for
(Rs.in (Rs.) mission of| opening
Cr) tender
99/ |Work of Augmentation| 5.49 Bidder has |25.10.2021( 26.10.2021
2021-22 [of RWSS Didwana to to submit |up to 18:00| up to 15:00
provide FHTC including Declara- Hrs Hrs
one year Defect Liability tion on Rs.
period under JUM in the 50/- Plus
jurisdiction of PHED 30%
Sub Division Lalsot dist surcharge
Dausa. stamp
100/ [Work of Conversion 5.73 paper as [25.10.2021(26.10.2021
2021-22|of various RWSS to per F.D. [up to 18:00|up to 15:00
provide FHTC including Circular Dt Hrs Hrs
one year Defect Liability 23.12.2020
period of various SVS &
MVS under JUM in the
jurisdiction of PHED
Sub Division Lalsot
Dist. Dausa
NIT No. NIB No. UBN No.
99/ 2021-22 PHE2122A3513 PHE2122WLOB07869
100/ 2021-22 PHE2122A3513 PHE2122WLOB07870

DIPR/C/9961

(Arun Srivastava)
Add|. Chief Engineer
PHED, Jaipur Region-l, Jaipur
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Chinese transgressions are testing India, say officials

o -

Need felt for better operational synergy
between the Army and the ITBP

DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

The transgression by Chi-
nese People’s Liberation Ar-
my (PLA) soldiers at Barahoti
in Uttarakhand in August is
part of a pattern of large-size
patrols by China to assert
their claim while also testing
India across the Line of Ac-
tual Control (LAC), say De-
fence Ministry officials.

In this regard, there is a
need for better operational
synergy between the Army
and the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP), to avoid any
surprises as in Galwan,
which is presently severely
lacking, Army and Defence
officials said. The Army is set
to raise the issue with the go-
vernment, it has been learnt.

Chinese transgression in
the middle sector is not new
but there is an increase in the
number of PLA troops com-
ing in. It is a pattern, two offi-
cials said. In the August inci-
dent, PLA troops came in
from multiple locations with-
in the Barahoti bowl, one of

Zydus wants
1,900 for
its vaccine

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

With talks under way bet-
ween the Central govern-
ment and Zydus Cadila ov-
er the pricing of the
COVID-19 vaccine ZyCov-D,
the pharma company is
learnt to have proposed
21,900 for its three-dose
jab that can be given to
those above 12 years of age.

However, the govern-
ment is negotiating for a re-
duction in price and a final
decision on it is likely to be
taken this week, sources in
the know of the develop-
ments said.

The government had on
Thursday said the indige-
nously developed, world’s
first DNA-based needle-
free COVID-19 vaccine by
Zydus Cadila will be intro-
duced in the nationwide
anti-coronavirus vaccina-
tion drive shortly.

“The company has pro-
posed the price inclusive of
taxes. Negotiations are on.
The company has been
asked to reconsider all the
aspects regarding the cost
of the vaccine. A final deci-
sion is likely to be taken
this week,” a source said.

Another source said the
ZyCoV-D has to be diffe-
rently priced from Covaxin
and Covishield as, apart
from being a three-dose
vaccine, there is a needle-
free jet injector used for ad-
ministering the vaccine
that costs ¥30,000.

That jet injector can be
used for administering
around 20,000 doses. The
vaccine is to be given on
days zero, 28 and 56.

them said, adding that the
last transgression in Barahoti
was around the same time
last year, but this time it was
on a much higher scale. This
area is one of the mutually
agreed disputed areas on the
LAC.

Pre-emptive move

Over 100 PLA troops, along
with a large number of hors-
es, came in about 4 km to 5
km inside the Barahoti ridge-
line, across the Tun Jun La,
which is the LAC in the area,
and returned after a few
hours, at least two officials
confirmed. There are some
makeshift wooden bridges
constructed for Indian pa-
trols to cross, they said.
Against the backdrop of the
development, the China Stu-
dy Group met on Friday to
discuss the development, it
has been learnt.

“One of the reasons for
the increased number of
troops in the Chinese patrols
is to prevent any surprise, or
avoid being overwhelmed by

Pulling back: China's People's Liberation A
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my (PLA) soldiers and tanks during the military

disengagement along the LAC at the India-China border in Ladakh. =riLe pHoTo

Indian troops in case there is
a flare-up, as the Indian Ar-
my and the ITBP are located
all along and close to the
LAC. In contrast, the PLA’s
base from the LAC in the Ba-
rahoti area is 30 km on their
side and they will take time
to respond,” another official
said.

This is especially so after
the violent clash at Galwan
last year which saw the first
combat fatalities on the LAC

in decades, the official said,
while also noting that India’s
infrastructure has vastly im-
proved over the years.

The Army is co-located
with the ITBP at Rimkhim
about 8 km from the LAC,
but the responsibility of pol-
icing and patrols is with the
ITBP, the officials noted. In
many other places along the
LAC too, patrolling duty and
tasking is with the ITBP while
the Army has bases all along,

they said.

Though the Army and the
ITBP are co-located in many
places, various pre-functions
like rehearsing and area
domination are presently not
there, one of the officials
said, stating that this causes
delays in reacting to any con-
tingency. “At such places,
there is need for a joint me-
chanism. These operational
linkages should be there,”
the official stressed.

SC to hear plea on oxygen shortage

Petition seeks high-level inquiry into lack of oxygen during second COVID wave

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

A plea has been filed in the
Supreme Court seeking a
high-level inquiry by a com-
mission into the alleged non-
supply and non-availability
of medical oxygen for CO-
VID-19 patients during the
second wave of the pandem-
ic from March to May this
year.

The petition, which is
scheduled to be taken up for
hearing on Monday by a
Bench of justices D.Y. Chan-
drachud and B. V. Nagarath-

na, has alleged that non-
availability of medical oxy-
gen during the second wave
of the pandemic had result-
ed in the death of several
patients.

The plea, filed by a Delhi
resident, has also urged the
top court to direct a court-
monitored inquiry by the
CBI or any other investigat-
ing agency in the matter re-
lating to non-availability of
medical oxygen in the
months of March to May this
year.

It has sought a high-level

inquiry by a commission
headed by a retired judge of
the top court or a retired
Chief Justice of any High
Court in the matter.

Identify negligence
It said that the inquiry would
identify negligence on the
part of officials, if any.

The plea arrayed the
Centre and others, including
the National Disaster Man-
agement Authority and
Health Departments of sev-
eral States, as respondents.

“This court through its va-

rious judgements has logical-
ly extended the interpreta-
tion of the right to life to
include the right to health,”
the plea read.

“Therefore, it is the fun-
damental duty of the State to
care for the health of the pu-
blic at large,” the petitioner
has said.

The plea said medical oxy-
gen is an essential and criti-
cal life-saving drug and its
shortage had resulted in sev-
eral untimely deaths in the
country during the second
wave of the pandemic.

Shringla visits Trincomalee oil tank farm

The gesture comes amid domestic trade unions seeking more control

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
COLOMBO

Foreign Secretary Harsh
Vardhan Shringla on Sunday
visited the Second World
War-era oil storage facility in
the strategically important
port district of Trincomalee
on Sri Lanka’s east coast,
which has been a key bilater-
al economic partnership link
for decades.

The Trincomalee har-
bour, one of the deepest nat-
ural harbours in the world,
was developed by the British
during the War.

Since 2003, the Lanka
10C, the Sri Lankan subsidi-
ary of India’s oil major In-
dian Oil Corporation (I0C),
has the leasing rights to 99
tanks at the facility for a pe-
riod of 35 years for an annual
payment of $100,000.

According to the Indian

—

Strategic move: Harsh Vardhan Shringla at the Oil Tank Farms
at Trincomalee in Sri Lanka on Sunday. =pi

High Commission, the LIOC
briefed Mr. Shringla about
the developments underta-
ken at the tank farm “and
the possibilities for further
strengthening India and Sri
Lanka energy partnership to
enhance Sri Lanka’s energy
security”.

His visit to the site as-

sumes significance as oil sec-
tor trade unions in Sri Lanka
have demanded that tanks
be brought under the con-
trol of the state fuel entity
Ceylon Petroleum Corpora-
tion (CPC).

As per the agreement, the
I0C was also given a one-
third share of the Sri Lankan

government entity, Petro-
leum Storage Limited.
However, the CPC trade
unions had been pressing for
the takeover of the tanks.

CPC’s demands

Initially, the CPC wanted to
develop 25 of the tanks by in-
vesting $25-30 million.

The CPC maintains that it
will allow them to streng-
then their oil storage and dis-
tribution in the north and
eastern provinces while al-
lowing stock maintenance to
suffice 2-3 months.

Mr. Shringla arrived in Sri
Lanka on Saturday on a four-
day visit during which he
will meet the top leadership,
including President Gota-
baya Rajapaksa and the
Prime Minister , and review
the bilateral ties between In-
dia and the island nation.

c Chinese
transgression in the
middle sector is not new
but there is an increase in
the number of PLA troops
coming in. It is a pattern

DEFENCE MINISTRY OFFICIAL

The issue of giving opera-
tional control of the ITBP to
the Army has been a matter
of contention between the
Defence and Home Minis-
tries for a long time. The
ITBP was raised in the after-
math of the 1962 war with
China. It primarily guards
the 3,488 km-long LAC and is
under the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA).

Stating that all operational
requirements of the ITBP are
decided by the Army, a
Home Ministry official, ho-
wever, said the force main-
tains an independent chain
of command and reports to
the MHA. “They (the ITBP)
act as parallel eyes and ears
on the LAC,” the official said.

As per data given by the
Defence Ministry in 2019,
there were 326 transgres-
sions along the LAC by the
PLA in 2018, 426 transgres-

sions in 2017, and 273 trans-
gressions in 2016. A third De-

fence official said the
number of transgressions in
2019 was close to 600.

The majority of the trans-
gressions in the last five
years are in the western sec-
tor, while there is an increas-
ing trend of transgressions in
the eastern and middle sec-
tors, the official noted.

Equipment build-up

As reported by The Hindu
last week, the PLA has set up
surveillance equipment and
cameras opposite Kio Dhura
pass in the middle sector.
Yellow-coloured  balloon-
shaped surveillance equip-
ment is co-located with a
windmill and solar panel at
the site, according to intelli-
gence inputs.

On Saturday, during a visit
to forward areas in eastern
Ladakh, Army Chief General
Manoj Naravane stated that
China had deployed troops
all across eastern Ladakh
and the northern front, right
up to India’s Eastern Com-
mand in the forward areas.

(with inputs from Vijaita
Singh)
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Fresh lease of life: The Brahmaputra River Heritage Centre has been set up in a nearly

Petrol, diesel
prices raised
yet again

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Petrol and diesel prices
were hiked again on Sun-
day to send rates soaring to
new record highs across
the country but top go-
vernment officials insisted
oil companies have not
passed on the entire in-
crease warranted from in-
ternational oil and gas ris-
ing to three-year highs.

Petrol price for the third
straight day hiked by 25
paise a litre and diesel by
30 paise, according to a
price notification of state-
owned fuel retailers.

This sent petrol price in
Delhi to its highest ever le-
vel of %102.39 a litre and to
%108.43 in Mumbai.

Diesel rates too touched
a record high of ¥90.77 in
Delhi and 398.48 in
Mumbai.

Petroleum Secretary Ta-
run Kapoor said oil compa-
nies are taking their own
decision on aligning retail
rates with the cost but they
are ensuring extreme vola-
tility is avoided.

150-year-old bungalow following an elaborate restoration. =speciaL ARRANGEMENT

British-era bungalow is home
to Brahmaputra heritage centre

Vice-President calls for campaign to rejuvenate rivers

RAHUL KARMAKAR
GUWAHATI

A British-era bungalow on a
hillock that used to be the
17 century military office of
the Ahom rulers has been
converted into a heritage
centre depicting life along
the Brahmaputra.
Vice-President M. Ven-
kaiah Naidu on Sunday in-
augurated the Mahabahu
Brahmaputra River Heritage
Centre on Guwahati’s Bar-
phukanar Tila, meaning Bar-
phukan’s Hillock. A Scottish-
type wooden bungalow
standing since 1850 was re-
novated and converted into
the heritage centre.
Barpukhan was a post
equivalent to Governor Gen-
eral created by Ahom king
Pratap Simha or Susengpha
(1603-1641). The hillock by
the Brahmaputra, men-
tioned in ancient scriptures

as Mandrachal, was from
where Ahom General Lachit
Barpukhan launched the
Battle of Saraighat in March
1671 to inflict the most crush-
ing defeat on the Mughals.

Saraighat is regarded as
the “greatest naval battle ev-
er fought in a river”.

Captain Archibald Bogle,
posted as the Assistant Com-
missioner and Collector of
Kamrup district in the 1850s,
had the bungalow built.
Post-Independence, it conti-
nued to be the Deputy Com-
missioner’s Bungalow until
2011.

Significance of rivers

“Standing as a grand tribute
to the majestic river and cap-
turing its significance to the
region, the Brahmaputra
River Heritage Centre has
been set up in a nearly 150-
year-old bungalow after an

elaborate restoration,” Mr.
Naidu said.

He called for a national
campaign for rejuvenating
Indian rivers and the inclu-
sion of lessons on water con-
servation in the school cur-
ricula.

The centre has on display
the history of the Battle of
Saraighat, the heritage of As-
samese war boats, an am-
phitheatre, an exhibition
space, a cafeteria and two
viewing decks.

The other attractions in-
clude a collection of tradi-
tional fishing equipment,
photographs and artefacts
related to the history of Gu-
wahati and river transport,
installations depicting the
textile designs, ethnic motifs
and indigenous musical in-
struments of communities
inhabiting the banks of the
Brahmaputra.

THEREs BWERIR[) + 13368 »

(set by Dr. X)

Display keystrokes of genius.
pe your answers in our online grids:
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn

SCAN TO PLAY

[
=

SUDOKU

8 |2

0N

1 2 3 7 5 |6 7 s 14 Representative formulating apt policy to curb corruption (12) 3 8
3 18 Give elopers cabin at the back perhaps for staying the night (8,4)
m = 21 Group gets a superb hotel in Southeast Asian city (5,4) 1 4
23 Love meat rolls with bit of aubergine in American city (5)
24 Revolutionary died in racial unrest (7) 4 8 1
" ° 25 Well-known female left men enthralled in love (7) 1 5 8 2 4 6 E
26 Fiend in cloak assassinating prince and King of England (6) é
14 15 27 Mule transporting finest old heat-resistant material (8) 7 5 8 z;"
s m DOWN 6 1 :
1 1 Steps up, pleading to bar plastic (6) 2
19 20 2 One providing protection in love affair involving queen (6) 6 4 8 §
21 22 23 3 Terrible threat occupying revolting room in unsafe structure (5,4) 2 9 4 1 E
4 Be unsure in party after consuming cheap new drug earlier (4,3,3,4) e
oy P 6 Gas from volcano, gradually rising (5) DIFFICULTY HATWG:W
7 Treat with care (8) Solution to puzzle 13367 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
= — 8 Shout to restrain couple extracting maiden’s large bag (8) el e e AT T 1 5 6 2 T 4 8 3 Q
9 What a bisexual might do to benefit from either outcome? (4,2,4,4) el |o[ s o[ A[]D
® ACROSS 15 Secreting this, perhaps more hope to enthral women ultimately (9) z N /,: 2 '\,/| S t 3 L 2 2 i 2 CR, 3 gg 1 8 3 6 5 4
1 Defends corrupt dynasts pocketing billion (6,2) 16 Having constant pressure, | howl and bend over, start to introspect g . EW 1 A= F : = s 2 :: 9 E 86 4 g ? g ; ; g
5 Poetic boy and princess enthralled by half-moon (6) ®) g UlTM E ¢ f, g E g RIYIP ; 3 9 7 8 4 2 1 6 5[
10 Fish in ceremony on a counter (7) 17 Intimidated in alley outside base by head of Mafia (6,2) clolelBILIERI NI TIRIAITIE 5 10 3 9 6 a 8 Z f
11 Spare naughty langur stealing bananas at centre (7) 19 Highly seasoned stew in retreat contains a bit of garlic (6) B e I e e B o e 925468371
12 Roar when Australian cricketer loses wicket for fifty (5) 20 Turning most nauseous after consuming dope and drink (6) BTSSRI CIE 7/3'819/211(5/4/6
13 Raunchy dance, extremely outrageous, causing furore (3,3,3) 22 Start to apprehend drunkard snorting cocaine in English town (5) ol Is[ IN[TIR[ [P[]s H
E[N[T[A[N[G[L[E[M[E[N[T][S 641537298
cM » eee

K

FAITH

Bondage and moksha

The Lord’s Supremacy or Swatantra is beyond all scrutiny
and none can ask Him to explain why He punishes or graces
a particular jivatma or why He grants moksha. As far as the
jivatma is concerned, the cause of bondage is papa. But Ve-
danta Desika says that whatever stands in the way of moksha
is papa and this includes both punya and papa karma, point-
ed out Asuri Sri Madhavachariar in a discourse. Both are af-
ter all binding chains. If papa is an iron chain, punya is a gol-
den chain since the effects of both will have to be enjoyed.
Either way, we will have to be born again and again. There
never seems to be an end for this.

But there is hope for the jivatma in the Lord’s promise in
the Charama Sloka. One can even give up the upasanas that
are difficult to follow and merely surrender to Him. He pro-
mises the jivatma who seeks His help in surrender to absolve
him of all sins and thereby free him from eternal bondage.
Only the Lord whose uniqueness is His Absolute Swatantra
can make such a promise and also keep it up. Owing to His
Supremacy, He is the sole granter of Moksha. Earlier He
makes known to Arjuna His Omniscience, Sarvajnatva,
when He tells him that He knows about all the countless
births taken by the countless jivatmas while the jivatma is ig-
norant about these matters. He also speaks of the Jiva’s need
to be aware of the immortal nature of the soul and under-
stand that the sarira is destructible. The jiva should also
learn to differentiate between the chetana, the achetana and
Ishwara Tatva. This knowledge will reveal many truths
about our worldly existence. For instance, we will come to
know that our priority should be moksha rather than world-
ly enjoyments. His swatantra or absolute independence is
the cause for both bondage and moksha.
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‘Pandora Papers’ expose top world leaders

Documents uncover offshore assets of heads of state, govt.; key members of Imran’s inner circle named

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
WASHINGTON

More than a dozen heads of
state and government, in-
cluding the King of Jordan
and the Czech Prime Minis-
ter, have hidden millions in
offshore tax havens, accord-
ing to an investigation pu-
blished on Sunday by the ICIJ
media consortium.

The so-called “Pandora
Papers” investigation — in-
volving some 600 journalists
from media including The
Washington Post, the BBC
and The Guardian — is based
on the leak of some 11.9 mil-
lion documents from 14 fi-
nancial services companies
around the world.

Some 35 current and
former leaders are featured
in the documents analysed
by the International Consor-
tium of Investigative Journal-
ists (ICIJ) — facing allegations
ranging from corruption to
money laundering and glo-
bal tax avoidance.

Over 700 Pakistanis, in-
cluding some Ministers and
key members of Prime Minis-

AHEAD

TAX HAVEN

"Pandora Papers" are based on the leak of 11.9 mn documents
from 14 financial services companies. =GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

ter Imran Khan’s inner cir-
cle, were among the indivi-
duals whose names were
linked with the “Pandora
Papers”.

According to the docu-
ments, Finance Minister
Shaukat Tarin, Minister for
Water Resources Moonis Ela-
hi, Senator Faisal Vawda, the
family of Minister for Indus-
tries and Production Khusro
Bakhtiar, among others, had
links with offshore compa-
nies, Geo News reported.

Some retired army offi-

cials, businessmen — includ-
ing Axact’s CEO Shoaib
Sheikh — and media compa-
ny owners, have also been
named in the leaks.

According to the report,
leaked documents revealed
that “key members” of
Prime Minister Khan’s inner
circle, including Cabinet Mi-
nisters, their families and
major financial backers
“have secretly owned an ar-
ray of companies and trusts
holding millions of dollars of
hidden wealth”.

The documents notably
expose how King Abdullah II
created a network of off-
shore companies and tax ha-
vens to amass a $100 million
property empire from Mali-
bu, California to Washington
and London.

The BBC cited lawyers for
King Abdullah saying all the
properties were bought with
personal wealth, and that it
was common practice for
high profile individuals to
purchase properties via oft-
shore companies for privacy
and security reasons.

The documents also show
Czech Prime Minister Andrej
Babis — facing an election la-
ter this week — failed to de-
clare an offshore investment
company used to purchase a
chateau worth $22 million in
the south of France.

In total, the ICIJ] found
links between almost 1,000
companies in offshore ha-
vens and 336 high-level polit-
icians and public officials, in-
cluding country leaders,
Cabinet Ministers, Ambassa-
dors and others.

More than two-thirds of

the companies were set up in
the British Virgin Islands.

In most countries, the ICIJ
stresses, it is not illegal to
have assets offshore or to use
shell companies to do busi-
ness across national borders.

But such revelations are
no less of an embarrassment
for leaders who may have
campaigned publicly against
corruption, or advocated
austerity measures at home.

The “Pandora Papers” are
the latest in a series of mass
ICIJ leaks of financial docu-
ments that started with Lux-
Leaks in 2014, and was fol-
lowed by the Panama
Papers, the Paradise Papers
and FinCen.

The documents behind
the latest investigation are
drawn from financial servic-
es companies in countries,
including the British Virgin
Islands, Panama, Belize, Cy-
prus, the United Arab Emi-
rates, Singapore and
Switzerland.

The Panama Papers were
based on the data of a Pana-
ma-based law firm called
Mossack Fonseca.

N. Korea threatens UN body after emergency meet

It slams UNSC for ‘double standard’ as it doesn't take issue with missile tests by the U.S., its allies

ASSOCIATED PRESS
SEOUL

North Korea has warned the
UN Security Council against
criticising the isolated coun-
try’s missile programme, in a
statement on Sunday that in-
cluded unspecified threats

against the international
body.
During an emergency

closed-door meeting of the
top UN body on Friday,
France circulated a pro-
posed statement that ex-

ELSEWHERE

Duterte says daughter is
running for President
MANILA

Philippines President Rodrigo
Duterte's daughter Sara
Duterte-Carpio will run for
President in the 2022
election and his aide
Christopher "Bong" Goto will
be her running mate,
ABS-CBN news reported on
Saturday. President Duterte
reportedly announced on
Saturday that he was retiring
from politics. rReuTers

Iran urges U.S. to
unfreeze $10 bn assets
TEHRAN

Iran's Foreign Minister has
called on the U.S. to unlock
$10 billion of Tehran's frozen
assets to clear the way for a
return to a nuclear deal with
major powers. If the
Americans have "true
intentions, let them release
some of our assets, for
example $10 billion frozen in
foreign banks," Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian said in an
interview.arp

Police still clueless about

presses concern over North
Korea’s missile launches and
calls on it to fully implement
council resolutions that ban
its ballistic missile firings.
On Sunday, Jo Chol Su, a
senior North Korean Foreign
Ministry official, warned the
UNSC it “had better think
what consequences it will
bring in the future in case it
tries to encroach upon the
sovereignty” of North Korea.
Mr. Jo also accused the UN
body of a “double-dealing

standard” because it doesn’t
equally take issue with simi-
lar weapons tests by the U.S.
and its allies, according to
the statement circulated by
state media.

Six-month break

After a six-month hiatus,
North Korea resumed missile
tests in September, launch-
ing newly developed mis-
siles, including nuclear-cap-
able weapons that place
South Korea and Japan with-

in their striking distances.

The country still offered
conditional talks with South
Korea, in what some experts
call an attempt to pressure
Seoul to persuade Washing-
ton to relax crippling eco-
nomic sanctions on it.

Under multiple UN Securi-
ty Council resolutions, North
Korea is banned from engag-
ing in any ballistic missile ac-
tivities as the country aims to
mount nuclear weapons on
its ballistic missiles.

North Korea has argued its
nuclear programme is meant
to cope with U.S. military
threats, though Washington
has said it has no hostile in-
tent toward Pyongyang.

Despite its recent launch-
es, North Korea maintains a
2018 self-imposed moratori-
um on a long-range missile
directly threatening the
American homeland, a sign
that it still wants to keep alive
chances for future diploma-
cy with the U.S.

Five killed in Kabul mosque blast

The explosion took place after the Taliban regime staged a rally outside the capital

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
ASSOCIATED PRESS
KABUL

At least five civilians were
killed in a bomb blast out-
side a Kabul mosque Sunday,
a Taliban official said. It was
the deadliest attack in the Af-
ghan capital since U.S. forces
left at the end of August.

There was no immediate
claim of responsibility, but
suspicion fell on Islamic
State extremists who have
stepped up attacks on the
Taliban in recent weeks, par-
ticularly in an IS stronghold
in eastern Afghanistan.

An apparent roadside
bomb went off at the gate of
the sprawling Id Gah Mosque
in Kabul at a time when a
memorial service was being
held for the mother of chief
Taliban spokesman Zabihul-
lah Mujahid. Five people
were killed, said Qari Saeed
Khosti, the spokesman of the
Interior Ministry.

Three suspects were ar-
rested after the explosion in
Kabul, said Bilal Karimi, a
Taliban spokesman. He said

Satnam’s killers: family

Police say they will be nabbed soon

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PESHAWAR

The family of Sardar Satnam
Singh has said that the pol-
ice are still clueless about
the assailants who managed
to escape after killing the
well-known Sikh ‘hakeem’
in Pakistan’s northwestern
city of Peshawar.

Satnam Singh, 45, who
practised Unani medicine,
was at his clinic on Thurs-
day when some unidentified
gunmen barged into his ca-
bin and opened fire, killing
him on the spot, the police
said.

The Islamic State’s Af-
ghanistan affiliate, dubbed
Islamic State Khorasan (ISIS-
K), claimed responsibility
for his killing.

Manmohan Singh, broth-
er of Satnam Singh, said that

CM
K

the police have not yet
found any clue to the killing
of his brother.

“We have no enmity with
anyone nor we had any is-
sue with any person,” he
said. “We are five brothers
and sisters and belong to the
Teerah area of Khyber tribal
district Khyber.”

However, the Peshawar
police have claimed that
they are close to nabbing
the killers. The case is being
investigated in scientific
lines to trace the culprits, a
senior police official said.
“They will soon be in the
jail,” the official said.

On Saturday, an official
said that the Interior Minis-
try has sought a report from
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government into the killing

of Singh.
»
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A Taliban fighter outside the hospital where the victims of the

3\

blast were brought in Kabul on Sunday. =arp

Taliban fighters were not
harmed.

The area around the mos-
que was cordoned off by the
Taliban, who maintained a
heavy security presence. La-
ter in the afternoon, the site
was cleaned. The only signs
of the blast was slight dam-
age to the ornamental arch
by the entrance gate.

The blast, which could be
heard across the centre of
the capital, came shortly af-
ter the new Taliban “interim
government” staged a rally
just outside the capital, from

which they were driven out
in 2001 in a U.S.-led opera-
tion launched after the 9/11
attacks.

Sunday’s pro-Taliban rally
in Kohdaman township in
the hilly outskirts of Kabul
was attended by 1,500 men
and boys.

“This is the day we waited
for,” said Khalil Hagqani, the
new minister for refugees
who in 2011 was labelled a
terrorist by the U.S. with a $5
million bounty on his head.
He is a prominent leader of
the Haqgani militant net-

work founded by his brother
Jalaluddin.

“We have achieved our
goal, but it requires protec-
tion,” he told the gathering,
with his rifle leaning against
the lectern. “My advice to
the world is that they leave
Afghanistan to Afghanistan.”

IS militants have stepped
up attacks against the Tali-
ban since their mid-August
takeover, signaling a widen-
ing conflict between them.

IS maintains a strong pre-
sence in the eastern pro-
vince of Nangarhar, where it
has claimed responsibility
for several killings in the pro-
vincial capital of Jalalabad.

Attacks in Kabul have so
far been rare, but in recent
weeks IS has shown signs it is
expanding its footprint
beyond the east and closer
toward the capital.

On Friday, Taliban fight-
ers raided an IS hideout just
north of Kabul in Parwan
province. The raid came af-
ter an IS roadside bomb
wounded four Taliban fight-
ers in the area.

Record air intrusion by China
for second straight day: Taiwan

Around 39 aircraft entered the ADIZ in two waves

ANANTH KRISHNAN

A day after China sent a re-
cord 38 aircraft towards Tai-
wan, the Defence Ministry in
Taiwan said Beijing had bro-
ken its record of air intru-
sions for a second straight
day.

As many as 39 aircraft in
two waves on Saturday en-
tered the Air Defence Identi-
fication Zone (ADIZ), the De-
fence Ministry said in two
statements on  Sunday,
marking an unprecedented
stepping up of what Taiwan
has called aerial aggression
by Beijing.

Taiwan Premier Su Tseng-
chang hit out at China for the
air deployments, saying they
were facts of “military ag-
gression” and “damaging re-
gional peace”.

The 39 aircraft on Satur-
day, mostly J-16s and Su-30s,
followed 38 on Friday, also
comprising J-16s, Su-30s,
and two nuclear capable H-6
bombers.

The air intrusions coin-
cided with China’s National
Day, marked on Friday, and
head of Taiwan’s National
Day on October 10.

The deployments were
seen in Taipei as “a demon-
stration to Taiwan and Unit-
ed States of the PLA’s joint
combat capabilities and its
ability to quickly assemble
assets from different units”,
the official CNA news agency
reported, quoting Chieh
Chung, a research fellow at
the Taiwan think tank Asso-
ciation of Strategic Fore-
sight, as saying the four
waves of incursions, over
two days, had “occurred
both at night and during the
day, in a show of the PLA’s
capabilities to deploy mili-

French probe
finds church
paedophiles

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS

Some 3,000 paedophiles
have operated inside the
French Catholic Church
since 1950, the head of an
independent commission
investigating the scandal
told AFP days ahead of the
release of its report.

The commission’s re-
search uncovered between
2,900 and 3,200 paedo-
phile priests or other mem-
bers of the church, said
Jean-Marc Sauve, adding
that it was “a minimum es-
timate”. The report is due
to be released on Tuesday
after two and a half years
of research based on
church, court and police
archives, as well as inter-
views with witnesses.

The commission was set
up in 2018 by the Bishops’
Conference of France
(CEF).

The report is expected
to be closely studied at the
Vatican, where the issue
was raised by the Pope in
September.

Thousands march for US. abortion rights

Protests were held in 50 States against restrictions on access to the procedure

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

Wearing pink hats and T
shirts and shouting “Hands
off my body,” tens of thou-
sands of women took to the
streets across the U.S. on Sa-
turday in protests aimed at
countering a conservative
drive to restrict access to
abortions.

In Washington, about
10,000 protesters rallied in a
square near the White House
under sunny skies before
marching to the U.S. Su-
preme Court, which will
have the final say on the con-
tentious issue.

The protesters held signs
that read “Mind your uterus”
and “Make abortion legal,”
with several women — and
men — dressed like late Su-
preme Court justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg, America’s

Widespread support: People at a restaurant cheering
protesters taking part in the march in New York. =reuters

iconic women’s rights cru-
sader, who died last year.
The perennial fight over
the procedure in America
has become even more in-
tense since a Texas law went
into effect on September 1
banning almost all abor-
tions, unleashing a fierce
counterattack in the courts

and Congress, but with few
public demonstrations until
Nnow.

Two days before the Su-
preme Court is due to recon-
vene, the rallies took place in
more than 600 cities, ac-
cording to organisers, who
said that hundreds of thou-
sands of people gathered

across all 50 States.

Michaellyn Martinez, a
woman in her seventies with
closely cropped hair, said
she got pregnant at the age of
19, several years before the
landmark 1973 Roe v. Wade
case, when the Supreme
Court guaranteed the right
to an abortion up until a fe-
tus is viable outside the
womb.

Ms. Martinez ended up
having a daughter and get-
ting married only to divorce
two years later. “It changed
my whole life — not having
access to birth control and
abortion,” she said. “I don’t
want us to go back to the
time when I was a young
woman.”

At the Supreme Court, the
marchers were met by coun-
ter-protests. Riot police kept
the two groups apart.

e

Show of force: Two Chinese Su

-30 jets taking off from an

o

unspecified location for patrolling the South China Sea. =ap

tary assets to Taiwan at any
time.”

Beijing has often used
these intrusions into the
ADIZ as signalling, the latest
coming on China’s National
Day. Another intrusion on
September 23 coincided
with Taiwan saying it had
submitted an application to
join the 1l-nation CPTPP
(Comprehensive and Pro-
gressive  Agreement for
Trans-Pacific Partnership)
trade deal, days after China
said it had formally applied
to join the Pacific pact. Beij-
ing previously also dis-
patched fighters to coincide
with visits of U.S. diplomats
to Taiwan.

China’s Foreign Ministry
had not commented on the
air intrusions at the time of
writing. Last month, it
strongly hit out at Taiwan’s
application to join the
CPTPP. “There is only one
China in the world,” spokes-
person Zhao Lijian said,
“and Taiwan is an inaliena-
ble part of China’s territory.”

The Communist Party run
Global Times quoted mili-
tary expert Song Zhongping
as saying “the increasing
scale of exercises is normal

and routine since the PLA
needs more deployment to
deter armed forces on the is-
land and foreign interfe-
rence from other nations.”
The deployments, the new-
spaper said, were also relat-
ed to “recent movements of
US aircraft carriers” with
both the USS Ronald Reagan
and USS Carl Vinson sailing
in waters near Taiwan
recently.

U.S. raises concerns
Commenting on Saturday’s
record air intrusions, U.S.
State Department spokes-
person Ned Price said the
U.S. “is very concerned by
the People’s Republic of Chi-
na’s provocative military ac-
tivity near Taiwan, which is
destabilising, risks miscalcu-
lations, and undermines re-
gional peace and stability.”

“We urge Beijing to cease
its military, diplomatic, and
economic pressure and
coercion against Taiwan,” he
said, adding the U.S. had “an
abiding interest in peace and
stability across the Taiwan
Strait” and would “continue
to assist Taiwan in maintain-
ing a sufficient self-defence
capability”.

Seeking their due: Women voters at a polling station in
Doha, Qatar, on Saturday. =RreuTers

[n Qatar polls, women
fail to break through

Their hope now rests on Emir’s quota

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
DOHA

Women voters voiced disap-
pointment on Sunday after
none were elected in Qatar’s
first legislative polls with all
eyes on whether the Emir
will use his powers to ap-
point 15 lawmakers to boost
representation.

Thirty men were elected
to Qatar’s Shura Council at
Saturday’s polls despite
more than two dozen wo-
men standing for the body
which is seen as a nod to de-
mocracy rather than a full-
fledged parliament.

“The (emir’s) quota is the
lifeline to ensure women’s
representation in the next
Assembly,” said defeated
candidate Aisha Jassim al-
Kuwari, who ran in a consti-
tuency alongside four other
women against 14 male
contenders.

“We hope to appoint four
to five women because the
presence of women is very
important. Some of the fe-
male candidates were disap-
pointed, of course, because
they presented strong pro-
grammes — but we should
not forget that some female
voters chose men and this is
the will of the people.”

It is not known when the
Emir’s appointments will be
announced or when the
Council will meet.

“I’'m not happy because
all of them (winners) are
men — some of them are
old. To be honest, I was sur-
prised. It’s not fair,” said vo-
ter Shamma who declined
to give her full name. “We

are really sad.”

Dania Thafer, director of
the Gulf International Fo-
rum, tweeted “I foresee a
strong likelihood of women
being appointed by the
emir”.

Of the 284 hopefuls who
went into the race for the 30
available council seats, just
28 were women although
the final proportion after a
number of eleventh-hour
candidate withdrawals has
not been published.

Equal opportunities

As well as counting no wo-
men amongst their number,
the 30 victorious candidates
were older men mostly from
prominent families, many of
whom had backgrounds in
business or government.

“You lost the battle of vic-
tory, but you won the war of
participation!” popular Qa-
tari author Ebtesam al-Saad
wrote on Twitter.

“We still hesitate to ac-
cept women... voters still
feel that their communica-
tion with men is more free
and flexible than their deal-
ings with women.”

If, as expected by many
analysts, the Emir does di-
rectly appoint women to im-
prove the gender balance it
would follow what hap-
pened in Bahrain’s election.
Official sources had said this
was a likely outcome in the
event no women succeeded
at the ballot box in Qatar.

The Gulf Center for Hu-
man Rights said that Qatar’s
election laws would “need
to be fully amended” to give
women candidates a chance
at future polls.
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ASK US

N. SREE KANTH

Q. | am a State government employee
earning ¥60,000 per month and haven't
opted for any tax saving scheme (except
those made compulsory by government such
as NPS; am also not interested in other
tax-saving schemes). My wife is also an
employee of a State government PSU
earning ¥80,000 a month.

She hasn't opted for tax-saving schemes
either. We are interested in buying an
independent house (within T80 lakhs). But
the problem regards taking a home loan; my
wife will not be getting HRA which will be
¥20,000 per month as we are living in
rented house.

Is it better to take home loan only on my
salary; and, by saving some money on my
wife's income repay some amount yearly, or
is it better to take home loan jointly? My wife
can save tax by taking home loan but she will
lose more by not getting HRA. Also, we are
not really interested in insurance or mutual
fund schemes. Kindly advise.

IMRAN AHMED S

A. By applying for a home loan as joint
owner-cum-applicant, you can each claim a
deduction up to ¥3.5 lakh from your total
income. Up to 1.5 lakh by way of principal
repayment and up to %2 lakh by way of
interest repayment. HRA exemption cannot
be claimed by your wife.

Q. Iam having a Senior Citizens Savings
Scheme deposit with the post office. Annual
interest from the deposit is less than
¥50,000. So Form 15H need not be
submitted. But post office staff insist on
submitting the form; otherwise, the system
will deduct tax, they say. Kindly advise on
the matter.

JACOB

A. TDS is not required to be deducted by
banks, co-operative societies and post office
if the interest payable to such senior citizens
is less than 50,000 in one assessment year.
Irrespective of submitting Form 15H or not,
TDS deduction does not apply. You may raise
a complaint with the respective authority in
the Post Office regarding this issue.

Q. I worked in Saudi Arabia for 8 years and
came back in November 2021 after resigning
from the company. | was in Saudi Arabia
continuously for 227 days in the financial
year 2020-2021. | am have NRE and NRO
accounts with a bank for transactions. | am
hoping, if the situation becomes conducive |
would get another job in the Gulf. | have
some NRE fixed deposits.

My enquiry is: how long will the NRE status
be available for me in 2021-22? How long can
I keep the NRE account and the deposits as
NRE deposits?

| wrote to my tax consultants who advised
me to approach the bank. The bank has not
given any proper reply.

[Should I have withdrawn] all the amount in
NRE fixed deposit before this March ended?
Will it get be taxed if | withdraw in 2021-22?
If NRE status continues in 2021-22, | feel
there should not be a problem. | request you
to suggest what can be done.

NARVE NAGENDRABHAT JAGADEESHA

A. For the FY2020-21, you will be treated as
a Non-Resident. Interest from NRE
accounts/FD will be non-taxable in India as
long as you are Non-Resident (NR) or
Resident but Not Ordinarily a Resident
(RNOR). For FY 2020-21, the interest from
NRE account/FD will be non-taxable in India.
Further, Interest from NRE account/FD will
be non-taxable in India if you are a Resident
in the successive financial years for up to 3
financial years.

Q. lam a 53-year-old CISF employee. Is GPF
(general provident fund) contribution up to
Z5 lakh per annum by employees of
paramilitary force such as CISF and CRPF
exempted from tax deduction? Please also
suggest better alternative investment or
savings options that inflation proof and
tax-efficient.

SHREE KRISHNA

A. General Provident Fund contributions are
allowed as deduction under Section 80C of
the Income Tax Act, 1961. The limit of the
deduction is subject to the limits prescribed
in Section 80CCE of ¥1.5 lakh per annum.
GPF deductions can be claimed by all
government employees for whom GPF is
being deducted by the employing
government body/authority.

A resident individual has the following the
popular options to invest in order to save tax
under Section 80C up to ¥1,50,000 per
annum and an additional ¥50,000 under
Section 80CCD(1B) -

1. Life Insurance for self and dependents

2. Equity Linked Savings Scheme (ELSS)

3. Tax Saving Fixed Deposits

4. National Pension Scheme (80CCD(1B))

Shielding investments from

INFLATION RISK

= GETTYIMAGES/ISTOCK

Investing sensibly, and regularly, is the
best way to beat the impact of inflation

Rethink on group policies

Chances are that when the cover ends,

you will be too old to get a policy

K. NITYA KALYANI

The last couple of decades
changed our experience
with banks. The dreaded
bank visits went from queue
drudgery, to staffers pursu-
ing you to purchase invest-
ments, specifically,
insurance.

Banks in India, which
were going through an era of
significant margin erosion
for various reasons, found
fee-based business, namely
selling financial investments
for a commission, an impor-
tant revenue stream.

Bancassurance tie-ups,
where banks acted as agents
of insurance companies pre-
sented a win-win-win, if you
will. Insurers found a single
conduit to a mass market
base; bankers discovered a
lucrative activity without
venturing out from their
own customer base; and in-
sureds and prospective insu-
reds found themselves much
sought after with insurance
policies of various sizes and
shapes. A bank can sell you
an individual policy, or sign
you up in a group policy.

Group policies are typical-
ly for health insurance. A
bank signs you up for a
group policy only if you are
already an account holder.

This is a pre-requisite of
the insurance regulations,
that a group policy can be gi-

ven only to a pre-exist-
ing group, account hol-
ders of a bank, credit
card holders of an
issuer, members of
a club, students of
an institution, em-
ployees of a com-
pany and so on,
and not to a group
formed for the ex-
press purpose of get-
ting insurance.

Banks have offered
such policies for quite
some time now and they are
attractive for many reasons.

They are easy to buy, with
the bank aiding you with all
the paperwork. There are no
options to agonise over, it’s a
one-size-fits-all cover, and
this is fine when you are
looking to buy a health poli-
cy. It’s certainly better than
going uncovered!

Buying, renewal and pre-
mium payment are all
streamlined and there is an
element of support when it
comes to claims. The real ic-
ing on the cake is that you
pay significantly less for the
same coverage than you
would if you bought an inde-
pendent policy.

The disadvantages are
that it’s a set menu. You can
pick and choose only to a li-
mited extent, and you don’t
have riders, or wide options
for increasing coverage. At a
certain level, all processes

GAURAV MASHRUWALA

Sakina, a college-going teen-
ager, had saved 15,000 from
her pocket money and the
gifts she had received for her
birthday. She was keen on
purchasing the latest mobile
handset. However, her moth-
er asked her to refrain from
doing so and to open a fixed
deposit instead. “After a year,
. the value of your fixed depo-
sit will be about %16,000.
From that, you will be able
to purchase the handset of
your choice and also a brand-
ed shirt,” her
mother  ad-
vised her. Saki-
na, too, agreed.
After a year, she
drew 16,000 from
the FD, but the handset
similar to the one she
had wanted was now
priced 17,250. Sakina was
dejected. She had delayed
her purchase assuming
she would be able
to get higher re-
turns  from
the fixed
deposit.
Many indi-
viduals who
opt for an
early volun-
tary retire-

on their own.

across this story
repeatedly and so
here goes my advice.
Try not to get into such

ment, struggle later. Their
thought process is that they
would be able to survive on
interest earned, and pursue
their hobbies. There is noth-
ing wrong in pursuing hob-
bies, but if the expected time
horizon to survive on interest
is long, one should consult a
professional before seeking
to end a career.

Oftentimes, our invest-
ments yield returns that are
less than the rate of inflation.

Like Sakina, we end up re-
ceiving more than what we
had initially invested, but the
purchasing power of that
amount, along with the re-
turns it generates, is less than
the rate of inflation. This is in-
flation risk.

Non-transparent risk
Inflation risk is not transpa-
rent. We cannot see or verify
the impact of inflation on our
investment. Just because we
cannot see the impact, it
does not mean that it doesn’t
exist. Also, inflation as a risk
exists in the overall system.

Therefore, inflation is a
‘systematic’ risk. We have
learnt about ‘systematic’,
‘unsystematic risk’ and ‘tran-
sparent’, ‘non-transparent’
risks in these columns.

Anything that exists in the
system cannot be avoided. If
we go out in the open during
an extremely hot summer
day, we are bound to get ex-
posed to the sun’s rays, pollu-
tion, heat, and the like.

Some of it may have harm-
ful effects on our body and
health. This also does not

mean we should not step out.
That is also not a practical
solution.

A sensible person will plan
the day in a manner wherein
exposure to heat and pollu-
tion is minimised. He or she
may complete the work out-
doors earlier in the day. Simi-
larly, a part of the outing
could be planned in the even-
ing and work, unless urgent,
could be deferred. Similarly,

If funds are

(& needed for a

particular financial
goal in the near
future, choose
investment in debt. If
your goals are a long
time away, do not go
for debt-based
investments as you
may lose out to
inflation
|

we can spread our invest-
ments across various asset
classes such as equity, gold
and debt. While all of these
will be impacted by inflation,
the impact on inflation will
be different on different
forms of investment.

Optimum way

Focus on financial goals. If
funds are needed for a partic-
ular financial goal which is
likely to occur in the near fu-
ture, choose investment in
debt. Some of the examples
of debt-based investments
are fixed deposits, various

post office savings schemes
and bonds and debentures.

Consult your financial ad-
visor if the options confuse
you. Debt mutual funds may
also be an option that must
be considered. However, if
your financial goals are a long
time away, do not go for debt-
based investments as you
may lose out to inflation.

Each one of us is different,
hence there is no ‘one size fits
all’ solution.

Invest regularly

Discipline and consistency is
the key to success in all walks
of life, including investment.

Consider options such as
recurring deposits and syste-
matic investment plans
(SIPs). When we invest in re-
curring deposits or SIPs, we
are investing a fixed amount
regularly.

During the year, the rate of
inflation keeps changing. So-
metimes it is high and some-
times, low. By investing regu-
larly, we are ensuring there is
diversification across diffe-
rent time periods. Inflation is
a ‘systematic’ risk. To reduce
the impact of such risk, the
best strategy is to diversify
across time.

Avoiding investments all
together due to the fear of
risk is the biggest risk. Always
invest and keep doing it regu-
larly; but before investing,
consider your financial goals
and arrive at an optimum
solution.

(The author is a financial
planner and author of Yogic
Wealth)

Gold, silver lose sheen

ly, the cover
comes to an
end and ma-
ny insureds
are too old to
get health in-
surance easily

metals.

I have come

ing sentiment towards precious

As aresult, Comex gold fell 3.36%
to settle at $1,757 an ounce at the end
of September. Comex silver, too,
closed on a weak note. The white
metal dropped 8.2% to close at
$22.05 an ounce.

In the domestic market, MCX gold
futures dropped 1.58% to close at
346,521 per 10 gm. MCX silver fu-
tures witnessed a steeper cut of 5.9%
to settle at 59,617 per kg at the end

Last and least: Do not rely on
group insurance policies

as the sole safety net. =ceTTY
IMAGES/ISTOCK

are handled very imperso-
nally, and these days, just by
e-mail.

All this brings us to the
current trend. Banks are
merging, they are regroup-
ing on their basic business
and certainly on their fee-
based activities. So, group
insurances are willy-nilly be-
ing disbanded.

Banks do offer to migrate
you to an individual cover
but, what I hear from the in-
sureds is that their ‘warning’
that the group cover is com-
ing to an end does not sound
alarming enough, or the in-
sureds do not act fast
enough to migrate or seek

group policies and certainly
don’t rely on them as the
sole safety net.

Even with health insu-
rance from employers, it is
prudent to start an indepen-
dent cover at a reasonably
young age so that you are not
left high and dry when you
want to change jobs or retire.

This is only more so with
group insurance policies as
the banking industry in India
is changing rapidly.

If at all, use these policies
as a backup or plan B if, for
some reason, you cannot
buy a health policy in time.

But certainly, get your
plan A in place before you hit
that critical age when health
insurance backs away when
it sees you coming!

(The writer is a business
Jjournalist specialising in in-
surance & corporate history)

of September.

The sharp fall in price in Septem-
ber has confirmed the short-term
weak trend in Comex gold. The re-
covery witnessed in the earlier
months comes across as a pull-back
within an overall downtrend.

The short-term outlook for Co-
mex gold is negative. The price is
likely to fall to the immediate target
range of $1,660-1,670. A move below
$1,670 would lend further weakness
and could push the price lower to
the next target of $1,610-1,625. Un-
less Comex gold moves above
$1,840, there would be a strong case
for a fall to $1,660 and lower.

Comex silver price has fallen
sharply which has pushed the price
way below its short-term moving av-
erage. The price could snap back to-
wards the short-term moving aver-
age. While this short-term support is
a possibility, the overall trend re-
mains weak. The price is likely to
resume its downtrend on the com-
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pletion of the anticipated pull-back
rally. Until Comex silver moves
above $25, there would be a case for
a fall to the $19.75-20 zone.

MCX gold is still confined within

the broad range of ¥43,500-49,000.
The near-term trend depends on the
direction of the breakout from this
range. Above 349,000, gold price
could head to the short-term target
of %51,300-51,500. On the other
hand, a close below 343,500 would
be a sign of weakness and could
push the price to ¥41,800-42,000.
As anticipated last month, MCX
silver ruled weak, and the price al-
most dropped to the then men-
tioned target price of 57,500-
58,000 range.
The short-term outlook for silver
remains weak and a slide to
¥54,500-55,000 appears likely. This
view would be invalidated if the
price rises past ¥63,900.
(The author is a Chennai-based
analyst/trader. The views and opi-
nion featured in this column is
based on the analysis of short-term
price movement in gold and silver
futures at Comex and the Multi
Commodity Exchange of India.)
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India takes bragging rights from drawn Day-Night Test

Both teams go in for declarations in order to squeeze out a result from the rain-hit encounter

INDIA IN AUS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CARRARA

India Women put up a high-
ly commendable perfor-
mance, dominating Austra-
lia for the better part of its
maiden Day-Night Test,
which ended in a draw pri-
marily due to inclement
weather on the first two
days.

Collapse
Resuming at 143 for three,
Ellyse Perry (68 not out) and
Ashleigh Gardner (51) went
on to share an 89-run stand
before the Indian pacers
triggered a batting collapse,
reducing Australia to 241 for
nine from 208 for four.

What followed was an in-
teresting declaration by Meg
Lanning at the stroke of
dinner.

India, 377 in the first in-
nings, played 35 overs in the
second before declaring af-

Friends and foes: The Indians and Australians pose together after a well-contested Test played in the right spirit. =ceTTY IMAGES

ter tea to set Australia an im-
probable 272-run target in
just 32 overs.

Shafali Verma made a fine
52 off 91 balls while Punam
Raut remained unbeaten on

41 off 62 balls. The target
was virtually out of reach for
Australia which lost Alyssa
Healy and Beth Mooney
cheaply. Australia was 36 for
two in 15 overs before both

teams shook hands to settle
for a draw. As per rules of
multi-format series, both
teams gained for two points.

The series score stands at
6-4 in Australia’s favour.

Royal Challengers book playofts berth

Punjab team’s hopes now depends on its final match and results elsewhere

IPL 2021

SPORTS BUREAU

oyal Challengers Banga-

lore sealed a playoff
berth following a six-run
win over Punjab Kings at the
Sharjah Cricket Stadium on
Sunday.

After Glenn Maxwell (57,
33b, 3x4, 4x6) powered RCB
to 164, PBKS fell short des-
pite the best efforts of
Mayank Agarwal (57, 42b,
6x4, 2x6) and K.L. Rahul
(39, 35b, 1x4, 2x6), with Yuz-
vendra Chahal impressing
for RCB yet again (4-0-29-3).

PBKS’ playoff hopes now
depend on its final match
against Chennai Super Kings
and results elsewhere.

For a while, PBKS seemed
on course in the chase.
Mayank and Rahul collected
49 runs from the PowerPlay,
and in the 10th over,
Mayank started to take
flight, hitting Chahal for two
boundaries, before sending
Shahbaz Ahmed soaring in-
to the stands.

Double blow

But Shahbaz broke the 91-
run partnership by having
Rahul caught at short third-
man. Chahal’s double blow
in the 16th over decisively
turned the match in RCB’s
favour, with Mayank caught
at short third-man and Sar-
faraz Khan bowled for a gol-
den duck.

Harshal Patel and George
Garton then bolted the door
with a few tight overs.

Earlier, RCB’s total owed
much to the 40-ball, 73-run
fourth-wicket partnership
between Maxwell and A.B.
de Villiers (23, 18b, 1x4,
2x6).

Virat Kohli (25, 24b) and
Devdutt Padikkal (40, 38b,
4x4, 2x6) scored 55 in the
PowerPlay, but were lucky

o
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Smashing away: Maxwell hit four sixes in his half-century as
he powered RCB to a winning total. =sportzrics/ipL

Innings scan

Next assignment

RCB PBKS RCB: Oct. 6 vs SRH

54 Dots 43 Abu Dhabi, 7.30 p.m. IST

10 10 PBKS: Oct. 7 vs CSK

10 Sixes 7 Dubai, 3.30 p.m. IST
55/0 PP 49/0 and surprise No. 3 Dan
8.19 RR 7.90 Christian.

as Rahul missed stumping
Kohli and dropped Padikkal
in one Ravi Bishnoi over.

The leggie was also un-
lucky when the third um-
pire did not give Padikkal
out caught behind despite
‘ultra edge’ showing a clear
spike when the ball passed
the glove.

Moises Henriques’ intro-
duction changed matters as
he bowled four outstanding
overs for 12 runs and ac-
counted for Kohli, Padikkal

However, the genius of
Maxwell soon took over. He
hit Harpreet Brar and Bish-
noi for four sixes in the arc
between deep square-leg
and long-on and buttressed
his swashbuckling form
with a superb switch-hit
boundary in front of square.

He got to his 50 off just 29
balls.

The expected end-overs
flourish didn’t arrive as Max-
well and de Villiers departed
within seven balls of each
other. But it didn’t matter
eventually.

CSK, DC to decide first among equals

SPORTS BUREAU

aving sealed their playoff

berths, Chennai Super
Kings and Delhi Capitals will
battle it out at the Dubai Inter-
national Stadium on Monday
for a place in the top two.

The two teams have been
the standout performers in
the league with 18 points each
from 12 games.

Finishing in the top two af-
fords a team a second chance
in the playoffs.

While CSK is ahead on the

TODAY’S MATCH

e
W vs. ‘MKINGS“
DUBAL, 7.30 P.M. IST
Played: 24
pc@ | csk 45

In 2021
Played1|DC1|CSKO

STAR SPORTS 1 & SS SELECT 1(SD & HD)

CM
K

table on better Net Run Rate,
Capitals will be the favou-
rites going into the match.
They have won their last
three encounters and boast
a potent pace line-up that
can trouble the Super Kings
batters.

Capitals, who finished
runner-up last year, will look
to maintain that advantage
considering that these teams
could end up occupying the
top two positions in the ta-
ble and meet in the first
Qualifier. A win here could

give a psychological edge go-
ing into the next stage.

While Capitals come into
the match on the back of a
win against defending cham-
pion Mumbai Indians, Super
Kings were outplayed by Ra-
jasthan Royals on Saturday.

The Chennai side rested
Deepak Chahar and Dwayne
Bravo and missed their ser-
vices dealy.

It will be interesting to see
if CSK decides to field a full-
strength side for the high-
profile clash.

Points Table
PTS
Chennai Super Kings (Q) 12 9 3 18 0.829
Delhi Capitals (Q) 12 9 3 18 0.551
Royal Challengers (Q) 12 8 4 16 -0.157
Kolkata Knight Riders 13 6 7 12 0.294
Punjab Kings 13 5 8 10 -0.241
Rajasthan Royals 12 5 7 10 -0.337
Mumbai Indians 12 5 7 10 -0.453
Sunrisers Hyderabad (E) 12 2 10 4 -0.475

After the KKR-SRH match on Oct. 3

»
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scOREBOARD B

ROYAL CHALLENGERS
Virat Kohli b Henriques 25
(24b, 2x4, 1x6), Devdutt
Padikkal ¢ Rahul b Henriques
40 (38b, 4x4, 2x6), Dan Chris-
tian c Sarfaraz b Henriques O
(1b), Glenn Maxwell c Sarfaraz
b Shami 57 (33b, 3x4, 4x6), AB
de Villiers run out 23 (18b,
1x4, 2x6), Shahbaz Ahmed b
Shami 8 (4b, 1x6), K.S. Bharat
(not out) O (0b), George Gar-
ton b Shami O (7b), Harshal
Patel (not out) 1 (7b); Extras
(lb-5, w-5): 10; Total (for
seven wkts. in 20 overs): 164.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-68 (Kohli, 9.4 overs), 2-68
(Christian, 9.5), 3-73
(Padikkal, 11.4), 4-146 (de Vil-
liers, 18.2), 5-157 (Maxwell,
19.2), 6-163 (Shahbaz, 19.4),
7-163 (Garton, 19.5).

PUNJAB KINGS BOWLING
Markram 1-0-5-0, Shami 4-0-
39-3, Arshdeep 3-0-42-0,
Bishnoi 4-0-35-0, Harpreet

4-0-26-0, Henriques
4-0-12-3.
PUNJAB KINGS

K.L. Rahul ¢ Harshal b Shah-
baz 39 (35b, 1x4, 2x6), Mayank
Agarwal c Siraj b Chahal 57
(42b, 6x4, 2x6), Nicholas
Pooran c Padikkal b Chahal 3
(7b), Aiden Markram c Chris-
tian b Garton 20 (74b, 2x4,
1x6), Sarfaraz Khan b Chahal O
(1b), Shahrukh Khan run out
16 (11b, 1x4, 1x6), Moises Hen-
riques (not out) 12 (9b, 1x6),
Harpreet Brar (not out) 3 (2b);
Extras (lb-2, w-5, nb-1): 8;
Total (for six wkts. in 20
overs): 158.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-91 (Rahul, 10.5), 2-99
(Pooran, 12.5), 3-114 (Mayank,
15.2), 4-121 (Sarfaraz, 15.5), 5-
127 (Markram, 16.5), 6-146
(Shahrukh, 19.1).

RCB BOWLING
Siraj 4-0-33-0, Garton 4-0-
27-1, Shahbaz 3-0-29-1, Har-
shal 4-0-27-0, Chahal 4-0-
29-3, Christian 1-0-11-0.
Toss: RCB; MoM: Maxwell.

RCB won by six runs.

More than 80 overs were
lost due to weather over the
first two days, making a
draw the most likely out-
come of the four-day match.

India could have declared

SCOREBOARD

INDIA — IST INNINGS
377 for eight decl.
in 145 overs
AUSTRALIA — 1ST INNINGS
Alyssa Healy c Taniya b Jhulan
29 (66b, 3x4), Beth Mooney b
Jhulan 4 (16b), Meg Lanning lbw
b Pooja 38 (78b, 7x4), Ellyse
Perry (not out) 68 (203b, 9x4),
Tahlia McGrath c Smriti b Pooja
28 (68b, 4x4), Ashleigh Gardner
¢ Mithali b Deepti 51 (86b, 6x4),
Annabel Sutherland c Taniya b
Meghna 3 (20b), Sophie
Molineux lbw b Meghna 2 (14b),
Georgia Wareham c Taniya b
Pooja 2 (11b), Darcie Brown lbw
b Deepti 8 (18b, 2x4), Stella
Campbell (not out) O (7b); Ex-
tras (lb-6, w-1, nb-1): 8; Total
(for nine wkts. decl. in 96.4
overs): 241.
FALL OF WICKETS

1-14 (Mooney, 6.4 overs), 2-63
(Healy, 22.4), 3-80 (Lanning,

at tea with a 242-run lead
and 41 overs to bowl, but
didn’t want to leave anyth-
ing to chance and took the
safety-first approach.

India came into the game

32.1), 4-119 (McGrath, 49.4), 5-
208 (Gardner, 78.3), 6-216
(Sutherland, 83.5), 7-220
(Molineux, 87.5), 8-223 (Ware-
ham, 90.5), 9-240 (Brown,
95.6).
INDIA BOWLING

Jhulan 22-7-33-2, Meghna 19-2-
54-2, Pooja  21.4-6-49-3,
Rajeshwari 18-1-63-0, Deepti
16-6-36-2.

INDIA — 2ND INNINGS
Shafali Verma lbw b Wareham 52
(91b, 6x4), Smriti Mandhana c
Gardner b Molineux 31 (48b,
6x4), Yastika Bhatia b Gardner 3
(12b), Punam Raut (not out) 41
(62b, 6x4), Deepti Sharma (not
out) 3 (9b); Extras (b-5): 5; Total
(for three wkts. decl. in 37
overs): 135.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-70 (Smriti, 17.5), 2-74 (Yastika,
20.3), 3-122 (Shafali, 33.2).
AUSTRALIA BOWLING

with only two practice ses-
sions with the pink ball, but
outplayed the Australians in
all departments of the first
Test between the two sides
in 15 years.

Perry 5-1-14-0, Brown 4-0-15-0,
Campbell 4-1-19-0, McGrath 2-
0-6-0, Sutherland 2-0-10-0,
Molineux 7-0-23-1, Gardner 10-
1-31-1, Wareham 3-0-12-1.
AUSTRALIA — 2ND INNINGS
(Target: 272)
Healy b Jhulan 6 (5b, 1x4),
Mooney c Rajeshwari b Pooja 11
(28b, 1x4), Lanning (not out) 17
(43b, 2x4), Perry (not out) 1
(14b); Extras (lb-1): 1; Total (for
two wkts. in 15 overs): 36.
FALL OF WICKETS
1-8  (Healy, 2.3),
(Mooney, 9.5).
INDIA BOWLING
Jhulan 6-2-8-1, Meghna 2-0-
12-0, Pooja 5-1-13-1, Rajeshwari
2-1-2-0.
Player-of-the-Match: Smriti.
One-off Test drawn.
Next match: First T20I: Oct. 7,
Metricon Stadium, Carrara, 2.10
p.m. IST.

(f') Smriti played well, her

hundred was
fabulous. All our
seamers bowled well
too

MITHALI

2-28

Bowlers, Gill script crucial win for KKR

Seamers strike and spinners choke SRH before the opener leads the chase

SPORTS BUREAU

Sunrisers Hyderabad’s sea-
son of misery continued
as it slipped to a six-wicket
defeat against Kolkata Knight
Riders — its 10th loss — in Du-
bai on Sunday.

With KKR’s Net Run Rate
third-best among eight
teams, it can reach the
playoffs if it beats Rajasthan
Royals. Mumbai Indians has
to win its remaining games
by big margins to qualify.

KKR’s 116-run chase got off
to a quiet start. Shubman
Gill’s first scoring shot was a
sweetly timed drive down
the ground for four. Next
ball, the opener nearly got
caught at short-cover but Pri-
yam Garg couldn’t get his fin-
gers underneath the ball. Gill
then welcomed debutant
Umran Malik into the attack
with a boundary. Malik
cranked up good pace, clock-
ing the fastest ball
(151.03kph) by an Indian in
this edition.

Venkatesh Iyer was caught
for eight off Jason Holder af-
ter adding 23 for the opening
wicket. Rashid Khan was in-
troduced into the attack in
the seventh over and re-
moved Rahul Tripathi.

KKR crawled to 51 for two
after 11 overs when Gill, who
was going at less than run a
ball, broke the shackles. He
hit Holder for two fours in
the 12th over before smash-
ing two successive boundar-
ies off Malik in the 13th. Gill
brought up his fifty with a
four to deep midwicket. By
the time he fell for 57, SRH’s
fate was sealed.

Earlier, Hyderabad got off
to the worst possible start af-
ter winning the toss. Wridd-
himan Saha was given out
Ibw in the first over. The bat-
ter didn’t review but replays
showed the ball was missing

Two Indian pairs
move into last four

Sharath loses in singles quarterfinals

ASIAN TT

SPORTS BUREAU
DOHA

Sharath Kamal-G. Sathiyan
and Harmeet Desai-Manav
Thakkar stormed into the
men’s doubles semifinals of
the Asian table tennis cham-
pionships here on Sunday,
assuring India of two more
bronze medals.

In women’s singles, Ayhi-
ka Mukherjee, Sutirtha Muk-
herjee, Archana Kamath
and Sreeja Akula lost in the
round of 32. Sutirtha and Ay-
hika had lost in the doubles
quarterfinals to the Japa-
nese duo of Miyu Nagasaki
and Minami Ando.

Sharath Kamal lost to Lee
Sangsu of Korea 8-11, 8-11, 9-
11 in the men's singles quar-
terfinals.

With Sharath’s loss, the

Indian interest in men’s sin-
gles came to an end.

Other results: Men: (round of
16): Sharath Kamal bt Abdul-
wahhab Mohammed (Qat)
11-8, 12-10, 11-6; Kazuhiro
Yoshimura (Jpn) bt G. Sathiyan
11-9, 6-11, 11-6, 11-9.

Men: Doubles (quarterfinals):
Harmeet Desai & Manav Thak-
kar bt Noshad Alamiyan & Ni-
ma Alamian (IRI) 12-10, 11-5,
11-6; Sharath Kamal & G. Sathi-
yan bt Chew Zhe Yu & Clarence
& Beh Kun Ting (SGP) 11-9,
11-7,12-10.

Women (round-of-32): Saki
Shibata (Jpn) bt Ayhika Muk-
herjee 11-6, 11-5, 11-3; Doo Hoi
Kem (HKG) bt Sreeja Akula
11-8, 12-10, 11-4; Minami Ando
(Jpn) bt Sutirtha Mukherjee 9-
11, 11-6, 11-711-7; Yubin Shin
(Kor) bt Archana Kamath 11-3,
14-12, 11-8; Doubles (quarter-
finals): Miyu Nagasaki & Mina-
mi Ando (Jpn) bt Sutirtha & Ay-
hika 11-4, 11-5, 4-11, 7-11, 11-8.
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Oozing class: Gill stroked 10 fours in his 51-ball 57.

=SPORTZPICS/IPL

the stumps.

It was soon 16 for two
when Roy hit straight to mid-
on. At the other end, Kane
Williamson was playing a dif-
ferent game altogether. He
took apart Shivam Mavi in
the final over of the Power-
Play, hitting four fours.

A scorching drive through
cover stood out. But the Ki-
wi’s stay was cut short when
Shakib Al Hasan, playing his
first game of the second leg,
caught him short of the
crease with a direct hit.

On a slow deck, SRH’s in-
experienced middle-order
struggled against the KKR
spinners as only six boundar-
ies were scored after the Po-
werPlay.

The KKR spin trio of Sha-
kib, Sunil Narine and Varun
Chakravarthy went for a
combined 58 in 12 overs.

Innings scan

Next assignment

SRH: Oct. 6 vs RCB
Abu Dhabi, 7.30 p.m. IST

KKR: Oct. 7 vs RR
Sharjah, 7.30 p.m. IST

Top of the
charts

ORANGE CAP
K.L. RAHUL (PBKS)
Matches: 12 | Runs: 528

HS: 91 n.o. | SR: 129.09

PURPLE CAP

HARSHAL PATEL (RCB)
Matches: 12 | Wickets: 26

BB: 5/27 | Econ: 8.41

AFTER THE KKR-SRH MATCH ON OCT. 3

SCOREBOARD

SUNRISERS HYDERABAD
Jason Roy c Southee b Mavi 10
(13b, 2x4), Wriddhiman Saha
lbw b Southee O (7b), Kane Wil-
liamson run out 26 (21b, 4x4),
Priyam Garg c Tripathi b Varun
21 (31b, 1x6), Abhishek Sharma
st. Karthik b Shakib 6 (10b), Ab-
dul Samad c Gill b Southee 25
(18b, 3x6), Jason Holder ¢ Ven-
katesh b Varun 2 (9b), Rashid
Khan c Venkatesh b Mavi 8 (6b,
1x4), Bhuvneshwar Kumar (not
out) 7 (7b), Siddarth Kaul (not
out) 7 (5b, 1x4); Extras (lb-2,
nb-1): 3; Total (for eight wkts.
in 20 overs): 115.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-1 (Saha, 0.2 ov), 2-16 (Roy,
3.4), 3-38 (Williamson, 6.5), 4-
51 (Abhishek, 10.1), 5-70 (Garg,
14.2), 6-80 (Holder, 16.1), 7-95
(Samad, 17.2), 8-103 (Rashid,
18.2).

KNIGHT RIDERS BOWLING
Southee 4-0-26-2, Mavi 4-0-

29-2, Varun 4-0-26-2, Shakib
4-0-20-1, Narine 4-0-12-0.

KOLKATA KNIGHT RIDERS
Shubman Gill c Holder b Kaul 57
(51b, 10x4), Venkatesh lyer c
Williamson b Holder 8 (714b),
Rahul Tripathi ¢ Abhishek b
Rashid 7 (6b, 1x4), Nitish Rana c
Saha b Holder 25 (33b, 3x4),
Dinesh Karthik (not out) 18
(12b, 3x4), Eoin Morgan (not
out) 2 (2b); Extras (w-2): 2;
Total (for four wkts. in 19.4
overs): 119.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-23 (Venkatesh, 4.4), 2-38
(Tripathi, 6.4), 3-93 (Gill, 16.3),
4-106 (Rana, 17.6).

SUNRISERS BOWLING
Bhuvneshwar 4-0-20-0,
Holder 4-0-32-2, Umran 4-0-
27-0, Rashid 4-0-23-1, Kaul
3.4-0-17-1.

Toss: SRH; MoM: Gill.
Knight Riders won by six
wickets with two balls to spare.

City fights back to hold Liverpool

EURO LEAGUES

REUTERS
LONDON

Manchester City came from
behind twice to earn a 2-2
draw with Liverpool in a
breathless and pulsating
Premier League encounter
at Anfield on Sunday.

Sadio Mane had put Liver-
pool ahead before Phil Fo-
den equalised only for Mo-
hamed Salah to restore the
home side’s advantage with
a wonderful solo goal.

But Kevin De Bruyne’s
81st-minute equaliser en-
sured the teams shared
points and left Liverpool in
second place on 15 points,
one behind leader Chelsea.

Real, Bayern shocked

In LaLiga, Real Madrid lost

12 to Espanyol on Sunday, a

day after Atletico Madrid

had defeated Barcelona 2-0.
Bayern Munich suffered a

shock 12 defeat to Eintracht

Frankfurt in the Bundesliga.
Important results:

Premier League: Crystal Palace
2 (Olise 61, Schlupp 72) drew
with Leicester 2 (Iheanacho 31,
Vardy 37); Tottenham 2 (Hojbj-
erg 27, Targett 71-0g) bt Aston
Villa 1 (Watkins 67); Liverpool 2
(Mane 59, Salah 76) drew with
Manchester City 2 (Foden 69,
De Bruyne 81).

Serie A: Fiorentina 1 (Martinez
Quarta 28) lost to Napoli 2 (Lo-
zano 39, Rrahmani 50); Roma 2
(Pellegrini 42, Mkhitaryan 48)
bt Empoli O.

LaLiga: Espanyol 2 (de Tomas
17, Vidal 60) bt Real Madrid 1

»
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Man of the hour: De Bruyne's strike in the 81st minute saved
the day for Guardiola's side. =ar

(Benzema 71).

Bundesliga: Bayern Munich 1
(Goretzka 29) lost to Eintracht
Frankfurt 2 (Hinteregger 32,
Kostic 83).

Ligue 1: Rennes 2 (Laborde 45,
Tait 46) bt PSG 0.

Saturday: Premier League:
Brighton O drew with Arsenal
0.

Serie A: Torino O lost to Juven-
tus 1 (Locatelli 86); Sassuolo 1
(Berardi 22-pen) lost to Inter
Milan 2 (Dzeko 58, Martinez
78-pen).

LaLiga: Atletico Madrid 2 (Le-
mar 23, Suarez 44) bt Barcelo-
na 0.
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TV PICKS

SAFF Championships: India
vs Bangladesh, Eurosport (SD
& HD), 415 p.m.

IPL 2021: Star Sports 1 & SS
Select 1(SD & HD), 7.30 p.m.

IN BRIEF
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Arjun Erigaisi

finishes second

PLOVDIV (BULGARIA)
Grandmaster Arjun Erigaisi
scored seven points from
nine rounds to finish second
in the junior U-21 Round
Table Open chess
championship which
concluded here on Sunday.
The 18-year old Indian, who
tied with Russian GM Alexey
Sarana on seven points, lost
the top prize due to an
inferior tie-break score. p1i

Vanshika triumphs
JHAJJAR

Vanshika Choudhary beat
Renee Singh 6-2, 6-0 to
clinch the title in the
100,000 AITA women's
tennis tournament at the
Joygaon Academy. Kashish
Bhatia and Ishwari Matere
won the doubles title with a
hard earned 12-10 triumph in
the super tie-break against
top seeds Ayushi Singh and
Medhavi Singh.

The results: Singles (final):
Vanshika Choudhary bt Renee
Singh 6-2, 6-0.;

Semifinals: Vanshika
Choudhary bt Shefali Arora
6-1, 6-0; Renee Singh bt
Kristi Boro 6-3, 6-1; Doubles:
Kashish Bhatia & Ishwari
Matere bt Ayushi Singh &
Medhavi Singh 6-4, 5-7,
[12-101].

Siddhant loses

doubles final

CANCUN (MEXICO)

Siddhant Banthia, in
partnership with Austin
Ansari of the USA, was
beaten by the third seeds
Wishaya Trongcharoenchaikul
of Thailand and Seita
Watanabe of Japan 6-4, 6-1in
the doubles final of the
$15,000 ITF men's tennis
tournament here.

Earlier result:

Semifinals: Austin Ansari &
Siddhant Banthia bt Luis
Britto & Fernando Yamacita
(Bra) 6-2, 3-6, [10-7].

Delhi beats TN

Delhi defeated Tamil Nadu by
42 runs in an Elite-B fourth
round match of the
BCCl-women's u-19 cricket
tournament in Nagpur on
Sunday. Due to rain, the
match was curtailed to 20
overs per side.

The scores: Delhi 132/7in 20
overs (Riya Kondal 27, Tanisha
Singh 29, Riya Shokeen 33) bt
TN 90/7 in 20 overs (M. S.
Aishwarya 34).

Arihan, Artharv shine

NEW DELHI

Arihan Sharma (142) and
Atharv Dhyani (6/12) were the
stars of Ashish Nehra
Academy's resounding
312-run victory over St.
Lawrence Academy in the 4th
Skillz youth (under-16)
tournament.

The scores: Ashish Nehra
Academy 350/5 in 40 over
(Arihan Sharma 142, Ronit
Bery 72, Goal Krishna 58,
Shaan 3/45) bt St. Lawrence
Academy 38 in 11 overs
(Atharv Dhyani 6/12, Vibhor
Pandey 3/21).

Ravinder in
bronze playoft

WRESTLING

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
osLo

Ravinder pulled off a sen-
sational come-from-behind
‘victory by fall’ against Bul-
garia’s Georgi Valentinov
Vangelov after trailing by a
0-8 margin in the wrestling
World Championship re-
pechage round to enter the
61kg bronze play-off here
on Sunday.

The results: 61kg (repech-
age): Ravinder bt Georgi Va-
lentinov Vangelov (Bul).
Pre-quarterfinals: 57kg: Pan-
kaj Malik lost to Suleyman Atli
(Tur); 65kg: Rohit lost to Za-
gir Shakhiev (Rus); 92kg:
Pruthviraj Patil lost to Osman
Nurmagomedov (Aze).
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SHOOTING

SPORTS BUREAU
LIMA

Manu Bhaker and Sarabjot
Singh beat teammates Shik-
ha Narwal and Naveen 16-12
to clinch the mixed air pistol
gold in the junior World
Championship here. The trio
of Manu, Rhythm Sangwan,
and Shikha beat Belarus 16-
12 to win the women’s team
event.

India claimed the air pis-
tol men’s team gold through
Sarabjot Singh, Naveen and
Shiva Narwal by edging Bela-
rus 16-14.

Great show

In the men’s air rifle team
gold contest, Dhanush Sri-
kanth, Rajpreet Singh and
Paarth Makhija outplayed a
strong USA 16-6.

There was no denying the
mixed air rifle gold to the To-
kyo Olympics silver and gold-
winning Mary Carolynn
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Top shots: Manu Bhaker, second from right, and Sarabjot
Singh, right, beat teammates Shikha Narwal and Naveen to
take the mixed air pistol gold. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

Tucker and William Shaner,
even though Atmika Gupta
and Rajpreet Singh fought
hard before losing 17-15.
Atmika also won the team
silver along in partnership
with Nisha Kanwar and Zee-
na Khitta in the women’s air
rifle final against Hungary.
With four gold and three
silvers on the day, Indian
jumped to the top of the ta-
ble with six gold, six silver

and two bronze medals. USA
with two gold and two silver
less slipped to second place.
The results: Men: Air pistol
team: 1. India (Sarabjot Singh,
Naveen, Shiva Narwal) 16 (578)
1748; 2. Belarus (Abdul-Aziz
Kurdzi, lvan Kazak, Uladzislau
Dzemesh) 14 (576) 1719; 3. USA
16 (560) 1694. Air rifle team: 1.
India (Dhanush Srikanth, Raj-
preet Singh, Paarth Makhija) 16
(624.5) 1886.9; 2. USA (William
Shaner, Rylan William Kissell,

No stopping Muddappa

Takes the honours in two categories

DRAG RACING

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Bengaluru’s Hemanth Mud-
dappa (Mantra Racing) com-
pleted a double in the se-
cond round of the MMSC
FMSCI National Motorcycle
drag racing championship,
which concluded at the
MMRT, here on Sunday.

Muddappa, the reigning
National champion, topped
the Super Sport
above-1051cc category as-
tride a Suzuki Hayabusa
which attained a top speed
of 231kmph, as he overcame
fellow-Bengalureans Hafizul-
lah Khan and Vignesh
Purushotham.

Later, Muddappa won in
the Super Sport 851-1050cc
category riding a BMW
S$1000, ahead of arch-rival
Mohd. Riyaz of Hyderabad
and Bengaluru’s Sugan
Prasad.

The results (all 4-Stroke):
Above 1051cc (Super Sport): 1.
Hemanth Muddappa (Mantra
Racing, Bengaluru) 08.061; 2.
Hafizullah Khan (Bengaluru)
08.396; 3. Vignesh Purushoth-
am (Bengaluru) 08.409.
851-1050cc (Super Sport): 1.
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On the podium: The 851-1050cc Super Sport winner
Hemanth Muddappa with Mohd. Riyaz, left, and Sugan
Prasad. = SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Hemanth Muddappa (07.914);
2. Mohd. Riyaz (Hyderabad)
08.058; 3. Sugan Prasad (Ben-
galuru) 08.421.

361-550cc (Super Sport In-
dian): 1. Aiyaz Rem (Bengaluru)
12.368; 2. Yogeshwaran (Speed
Up Racing, Chennai) 12.620; 3.
D Annish Samson (Speed Up
Racing, Bengaluru) 12.658.

226-360cc (Super Sport In-
dian): 1. Bharath Raj (Chennai)
12.427; 2. Mohammed Shakir
(Chennai) 12.655; 3. Yogeshwa-
ran (Chennai) 13.014.

Up to 165cc (Super Sport In-
dian): 1. S. Madhan Kumar
(Chennai) 13.826; 2. Kevin Kan-
nan (Chennai) 13.990; 3. S.
Kannan (Chennai) 14.472.

Indian teams claim four golds

Win three silver medals also; go to the top of the medals tally

B |ndian jumped to the top
of the table with six gold,
six silver and two bronze
medals

John Blanton) 6 (622.5) 1874.2;
3. Spain 16 (618.1) 1870.9.
Women: Air pistol team: 1. In-
dia (Rhythm Sangwan, Manu
Bhaker, Shikha Narwal) 16 (569)
1722; 2. Belarus (Aliaksandra
Piatrova, Zoya Dasko, Alina
Nestsiarovich) 12 (568) 1674; 3.
Ukraine 16 (566) 1695.

Air rifle team: 1. Hungary (Esz-
ter Meszaros, Eszter Denes, Lea
Horvath) 16 (623.0 (1876.9); 2.
India (Nisha Kanwar, Zeena
Khitta, Atmika Gupta) 14
(622.4) 1882.7; 3. France 16
(621.4) 1865.4.

Mixed: Air pistol: 1. India (Manu
Bhaker, Sarabjot Singh) 16
(386) 583; 2. India-2 (Shikha
Narwal, Naveen) 12 (385) 580;
3. Romania 17 (382) 571.

Air rifle: 1. USA (Mary Carolynn
Tucker, William Shaner) 17
(419.9) 625.7; 2. India-2 (Atmi-
ka Gupta, Rajpreet Singh) 15
(418.5) 626.8; 3. Italy 16 (416.2)
628.1.

[ndia begins against Bangladesh

All the games will be tough, says skipper Chhetri

SAFF CHAMPIONSHIPS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MALE

Title favourite India begins
its SAFF football Champion-
ships campaign against Ban-
gladesh on Monday, know-
ing fully well that it is just “a
little bit superior” than its
opponent despite the domi-
nation in the regional
tournament.

India has won the tourna-
ment seven times out of 12
editions, but by the admis-
sion of captain Sunil Chhe-
tri, every match will be like a
“war to fight”.

Difficult side

“Bangladesh are very diffi-
cult side. In the two matches
we played against Bangla-
desh in the last few months,
it has been very tough,”
Chhetri said.

“All the games in the tour-
nament will be tough. Des-
pite a little bit of superiority,
every game will be like a war
to fight. We have to fight to

Giving it all: Chhetri doesn't want to lose any game for the
country. =AIFF MEDIA

the last minute. We cannot
play 90%.”

Head coach Igor Stimac
has not minced words in de-
claring that India is the fa-
vourite to win , saying “we
will justify ourselves”.

Stimac made no secret
that he will be making the
most out of the ATKMB and
Bengaluru FC footballers,
who had played in Maldives

earlier in the AFC Cup.

Chhetri said he doesn’t
want to lose any game for
the country. “When you are
young you play for a lot of
things. I've played over 100
games for India, I don’t have
another 100 and I want to
make the most of all the
games I have left. I want to
win if I am playing for my
country.”

Bedia sparkles in FC Goa’s triumph

His brilliant finish in 105th minute proves decisive

DURAND CUP

AMITABHA DAS SHARMA
KOLKATA

Edu Bedia produced a spec-
tacular finish curling home a
free-kick midway in the ex-
tra-time as FC Goa beat
home favourite Mohamme-
dan Sporting to win its mai-
den Durand Cup title, at the
Salt Lake Stadium here on
Sunday.

The two teams were
locked goalless at end of reg-
ulation time before the Span-
ish playmaker came up with

a brilliant finish in 105th mi-
nute to decide the title.

The match generally re-
mained placid as the local fa-
vourite, Sporting, failed to
find the right combination
that could effectively chal-
lenge the defensive orienta-
tion of FC Goa.

The Goa side looked more
proactive in its approach and
breached the Sporting box
on a few occasions.

The Gaurs opened up the
Sporting defence in the 40th
minute as Devendra Murgao-
kar and Sanson Pereira com-
bined on the left flank to re-
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Chance for youngsters to showcase their talent

TENNIS

KAMESH SRINIVASAN
NEW DELHI
It will be a good opportunity
for the young Indian players,
travelling from across the
country, to compete in the
National sub-junior tennis
championship at the DLTA
Complex from Monday.
With the DCM Shriram
group, which has been con-
ducting the Fenesta National

Jepkosgei and Lemma run to glory

championship for many
years, opting to stick to the
men’s and women’s events
only this time, the national
federation decided to ensure
the continuity by having the
junior events spread over a
fortnight.

The under-16 and 14
events for boys and girls will
be staged this week, and will
be followed by the National
junior championship featur-
ing the under-18 events next
week.

The Fenesta National
championship for men and
women is scheduled to be
held from October 25.

Lakshmi Prabha, Suhitha
Maruri, Ruma Gaikaiwari
and Madhurima Sawant are
the top four seeds in the un-
der-16 girls’ event which has
a bye in the first round for
the 16 seeded players in a
draw of 64.

Dkash Prasad, Rushil
Khosla, Vansh Nndal and
Arunava Majumder are the

First full-scale staging of the event since the pandemic

;

We did it! Kenya's Joyciline Jepkosgei an

LONDON MARATHON

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

LONDON
Kenya’s Joyciline Jepkosgei
won the women’s London
Marathon on Sunday as
Ethiopia’s Sisay Lemma tri-
umphed in the men’s race
in the first full-scale staging
of the event since the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Brigid Kosgei, aiming to

»

become the first woman to
win three consecutive Lon-
don Marathon titles since
Germany’s Katrin Doerre in
1994, came fourth.

Jepkosgei won in a per-
sonal-best time of 2hr
17min 43sec.

Ethiopia’s Degitu Azime-
raw finished second in
2:17.58 and compatriot Ash-
ete Bekere was third in
2:18.18.

d Thiopia's Sisay Lemma celebrate their success. =reuters

Lemma failed to finish
the Olympic marathon in
Japan in August but
bounced back to win in the
British capital in 2:04.01.

Kenya’s Vincent Kip-
chumba finished the run-
ner-up for the second year
running in 2:04.28 and Eth-
iopia’s Mosinet Geremew
came third with a time of
2:04.41.

The London Marathon

top four players in the un-
der-16 boys’ event.

Riya Sachdeva, Samiksha
Dabas, Thaniya Sarai and
Saumrita Verma are the top
four seeds in the under-14
girls’ event. Rethin Pranav is
the top seed in the under-14
boys’ event, and is followed
by Kriish Tyagi, Tejas Ahuja
and Samprit Sharma.

The organisers will be fol-
lowing strict COVID proto-
cols to ensure the safety for
all the participants.

returned to normality for
the first time since 2019 af-
ter being held without ama-
teur runners or spectators
last year due to COVID-19
restrictions.

The pandemic forced
the event to be moved from
April to October in 2020,
with a small number of
elite runners completing
laps around St James’s
Park.
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Heady feeling:_ FC Goa players are a joyoﬁ‘s L

lease Romario Jesuraj on top
of the box.

The midfielder replied
with a wayward attempt
spoiling a good chance for
Goa to gain the lead.

Soggy turf
The heavy underfoot condi-
tions also contributed in
slowing up the game as the
teams struggled to cope with
the sogginess of the turf.
The action continued to
languish mostly in the centre
of the park after the change
of ends with neither team
showing the eagerness to

press for attacks.

Goa looked more organ-
ised but that did not tran-
slate into a goal as Sporting
packed its defence with
more men.

Edu Bedia finally brought
an end to the listless ex-
changes. Serbian midfielder
Nikola Stojanovic had a
chence to equalise in the
118th minute but his fine at-
tempt was saved by the Goa
goalkeeper Naveen Kumar.
The result:

Mohammedan Sporting O
lost to FC Goa 1 (Edu Bedia
105).
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Indian women’s football
team faces Tunisia

Aim is to earn a victory: Dennerby

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DUBAI

An easy win over lower-
ranked United Arab Emi-
rates marking its first victo-
ry of the year, an upbeat In-
dian women’s football team
takes on Tunisia in another
international friendly match
here on Monday.

Manisha Kalyan, Pyari
Xaxa, Sweety Devi and Anju
Tamang scored for India on
Saturday in the team’s first
overseas friendly since Tho-
mas Dennerby took charge.

The friendly match was a
part of preparations for the
AFC Asian Cup, which will
be hosted by India in
January-February.

The win against 100th
ranked UAE was India’s first
of the year. The Blue Tigress
have been winless in the five
previous matches this year,

though all of them were
against higher ranked Euro-
pean sides.

“It was definitely a good
start for the girls.

“ That kind of a win helps
to get some useful self-confi-
dence into the players,” said
Dennerby after his first in-
ternational game with the
Indian team.

Monday’s opponents are
ranked 77th in the FIFA
charts while India is at the
57th spot.

Looking ahead to the
game, Dennerby feels that
though it will be a tougher
challenge for the girls, the
aim remains to earn a
victory.

“I guess it is going to be a
bit tougher against Tunisia,
but we always try to win,
and that is just what we will
try to do,” said Dennerby.

I-League
Qualifiers
from today

SPORTS REPORTER
BENGALURU

The 2021 I-League Quali-
fiers will kick off at the Ban-
galore Football Stadium on
Monday with the Group-A
match between Rajasthan
United Football Club and
Ryntih Sports and Cultural
Club.

Local club FC Bengaluru
United and Madan Maharaj
FC are the other teams in
Group-A with ARA FC, Cor-
bett FC, Delhi Football
Club, Kenkre FC and Kerala
United FC in Group-B. The
top two teams from each
group will move into the
semifinal league phase.

Hyderya Sports Kashmir
FC, the fifth team in
Group-A, was withdrawn
last week after its mandato-
ry bank guarantee’s auth-
enticity was called into
question.

Jannik Sinner defends his crown

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SOFIA
Italy’s Jannik Sinner swept
past Frenchman Gael Mon-
fils to successfully defend his
Sofia title on Sunday. The
top seed won 6-3, 6-4 to
claim his fourth career title
as he sights a spot in the sea-
son-ending ATP finale in No-
vember. He will move into
10th place in the race for the
eight-man Turin field.
Sinner now has three tit-
les in 2021 after success in
the Great Ocean Road Open
and Washington.

Easily done: Jannik Sinner took out Gael Monfils in straight

sets. =ap
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