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Punjab: Sidhu withdraws
resignation as Cong. chief
CHANDIGARH

Congress leader Navjot Singh
Sidhu on Friday said he had
withdrawn his resignation

as the party's Punjab chief

but declared that he would
not reassume charge till the
State's new Advocate-General
is removed.

NEWS » PAGE 8

Namaz in the open will
stop soon: VHP leader
GURUGRAM

Vishwa Hindu Parishad leader
Surender Jain said on Friday
that the local administration
had agreed that offering of
namaz in the open was illegal
and it promised to end the
practice in three weeks.

CITY » PAGE 3

Duty cuts, stock limits helped
curtail edible oil prices: Govt.

No plan to extend
free rations
beyond Nov. 30

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The prices of most major
cooking oils dropped about
¥5-10 a litre in Delhi and as
much as 320 in some other
cities in the run-up to Deepa-
vali, Food Secretary Sudhan-
shu Pandey said on Friday,
giving credit to the stabilisa-
tion of global prices as well
as measures such as duty
cuts and stock limits. Howev-
er, the national average retail
prices for cooking oils
showed little change, and
mustard oil, which is only
produced domestically, con-
tinued to see rising prices.

Pfizer says COVID-19 pill
cuts death risk by 90%

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
WASHINGTON
Pfizer Inc. said on Friday
that its experimental anti-vi-
ral pill for COVID-19 cut
rates of hospitalisation and
death by nearly 90% in high-
risk adults, as the drugmak-
er joins the race to bring the
first easy-to-use medication
against coronavirus to the
U.S. market.

Competitor Merck’s CO-
VID-19 pill is already under

Wankhede not to head cruise drugs probe

review at the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) after
showing strong initial re-
sults, and on Thursday, the
U.K. became the first coun-
try to approve it.

Pfizer released prelimin-
ary results of its study of 775
adults on Friday. The com-
pany said it will ask the FDA
to authorise its pill as soon
as possible.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Price chart

The retail prices of cooking oils dipped in \

select markets since October. The table
shows the variation in edible oil prices

between Oct. 31 and Nov. 3 (in ¥/kg): ~

Delhi
-6.0
-5.0

Oil type

Soyabean

Groundnut -7.0 -2.0 -5.0

Mustard -6.0

-1.0

Mumbai
-1.0
-3.0

-18.0
-5.0

-10.0

*NR: NOT RECORDED; NC: NO CHANGE | SOURCE: DEPT. OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

“International edible oil
prices remain high, but have
stabilised over the past
week. Interventions by the
Central Government along
with the State Governments’
proactive involvement and

the cut in wholesale prices
by major private players
have led to retail prices cool-
ing down much more than in
the international market,”
the Food Secretary told
journalists.

On the Pradhan Mantri Ga-
rib Kalyan Anna Yojana
(PMGKAY), Mr. Pandey ob-
served that there were no
plans to extend the free ra-
tion scheme introduced as
COVID-19 relief last year
beyond November 30.

“...As the economy is also
reviving and the OMSS [or
open market sale scheme] is
also exceptionally good,
there is no proposal from the
department for extension,.”
he noted.

PMGKAY was rolled out in
March 2020 and has been ex-
tended twice. It provides five
kg of free foodgrains a month
to the 80 crore beneficiaries

of the National Food Security

Act..
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US. jabs still out of reach in
India due to indemnity issue

SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI/WASHINGTON

More than six months after
the Central Government an-
nounced it would fast-track
clearances for foreign CO-
VID-19 vaccines to India, “fa-
cilitate quicker access” and
“encourage imports”, in-
demnity issues are still hold-
ing up the import of all
American vaccines to India,
including Pfizer, Johnson

and Johnson (J&]) and Mo-
derna.

With the Australia-India-
Japan-U.S. Quad pressing
ahead with plans to produce
J&J vaccines at a facility in
Hyderabad, officials indicat-
ed that the indemnity
clause, required by U.S.
companies to avoid legal lia-
bility for their vaccines,
could mean that India will
produce the vaccines only

Special investigation team at NCB's Delhi headquarters takes over case

DEVESH K. PANDEY
NEW DELHI
A special team of the Delhi
headquarters of the Narcot-
ics Control Bureau (NCB) has
taken over the case of drug
seizure from a cruise ship, al-
legedly involving Aryan
Khan, son of actor Shah
Rukh Khan, from its Mumbai
zone. With this, NCB Mum-
bai zonal director Sameer
Wankhede will no longer be
supervising the case.

“A Special Investigation

Delhi’s post-Deepavali air

Change in role: Sameer
Wankhede at the NCB office
in Mumbai on Friday. =pmi

Team [SIT] comprising offic-
ers from the Operations
Branch of NCB headquarters

quality hits five-year low

Many cities in NCR face ‘severe’ pollution

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Delhi’s air quality entered
the “severe” category on Fri-
day for the first time this sea-
son after people in the city
burst firecrackers on Deepa-
vali night despite a blanket
ban. The Capital registered
its worst post-Deepavali air
quality in five years, as per
Central Pollution Control

Board (CPCB) data.
Several other cities in the
National Capital Region

(NCR) such as Faridabad,
Gurugram and Greater Noi-
da and towns in north India
such as Agra and Baghpat
fared no better on Friday.

The AQI (air quality in-
dex) of Delhi was 444 at 6
a.m. on Friday. The AQI of
the day was 462, as per
CPCB’s 4 p.m. bulletin,
which is an average of the
previous 24 hours.

Delhi’s AQI a day after
Deepavali in 2020 was 435,
while it was 368 in 2019, 390
in 2018, 403 in 2017 and 445
in 2016. A higher value of
AQI indicates more air pollu-
tion. The current air pollu-
tion levels “affect healthy
people and seriously impact
those with existing diseas-
es”, according to the CPCB.

“Firework emissions on

CcM
K

Pall of grey: Air quality

deteriorated to the "severe"”

category in Delhi on Friday.
=SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

the night of Diwali degraded
air quality from very poor to
severe category as predicted
by SAFAR. Last 24 hr PM2.5
level is higher as compared
to 2020 but much less than
that in 2018. However, it may
be noted that local winds
have picked up since morn-
ing and now the fast disper-
sion is expected,” said go-
vernment-run  monitoring
agency SAFAR (System of Air
Quality and Weather Fore-
casting and Research).

Relief ahead

According to SAFAR, with-
out any more firecracker
emissions the AQI is likely to
improve to “very poor” cate-
gory by Saturday night, but
relief is expected only from
Sunday evening.
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»

has been constituted by the
NCB Director-General to take
over six cases from the NCB
Mumbai zonal unit, which
have national and interna-
tional ramifications...,” said
Sanjay Kumar Singh, Deputy
Director-General, NCB head-
quarters, on Friday.

In a statement, Mr. Singh
said the decision was taken
to conduct a deeper probe
into forward and backward
linkages in these cases. “No
officer or officers have been

removed from their present
roles and they will continue
to assist the Operations
Branch probe as required
until any specific orders are
issued to the contrary. It is
reiterated that the NCB func-
tions across India as a single
integrated agency,” he said.
The move comes weeks
after various charges were
levelled against Mr. Wank-
hede by Maharashtra Minis-
ter and senior NCP leader
Nawab Malik and others.

Stubble burning impacts
[ung health, says study

Over 3,500 persons
tracked in two
phases across six
villages in Punjab

JACOB KOSHY
NEW DELHI

Pollution from stubble burn-
ing significantly reduced
lung function and was partic-
ularly harmful to women in
rural Punjab, says one of the
largest studies of its kind in
India, correlating the effect
of air pollution on health.
The study was conducted
in six villages of Patiala, Pun-
jab, and spanned two phas-
es. The first was in October
2018 and again the following
summer from March to April

SPECIAL

2019 and the second phase
was undertaken in the same
villages during late October-
November, 2018. The latter is
the period when crop burn-
ing peaks and the two time-
frames were considered to
measure the change in air
quality during both periods.
Close to 3,600 participants,
from 10-60 years of age, were
included in the study.

While the links between
particulate matter pollution
and respiratory health are

widely documented, there
have been limited studies in
India that have clearly linked
the impact of poor air on
lung health. It emerged from
the study that the concentra-
tions of PM2.5, the category
of unburnt carbon particles
considered most harmful to
respiratory  health, was
found to increase more than
twice between the two phas-
es, from 100 g/m3 to 250 g/
m3. Incidentally these are
around 10-15 times the WHO
prescribed air quality stan-
dards though the permissible
standards by India’s Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) are higher.

More symptoms

During the crop residue
burning period, a two- to
three-fold increase was not-
ed in most of the respiratory
symptoms, including wheez-
ing, breathlessness on exer-
tion, cough in morning,
cough at night, skin rashes,
runny nose or itchiness of
eyes, across all age groups.
The highest number of com-
plaints were reported by the
elderly population (>40-60)
and the lowest in the youn-
ger age group(>10-18) during
crop burning period in Pun-
jab, the study’s authors note.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

for export, and not to supply
them domestically.

“Talks are on and yes in-
demnity clause is also being
discussed. India has put
across its stand and we are in
dialogue,” a senior Health
Ministry official said, with-
out specifying any timeline.

The issue has been pend-
ing since May 2021.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Work on Central Secretariat set to start

DAMINI NATH
NEW DELHI

The construction of the first
three office buildings of the
new Common Central Secre-
tariat along the Rajpath is
likely to take off this month,
sources in the Central Public

In poll-bound Uttarakhand,
PM hails India’s Tishi tradition’

Modi inaugurates several development projects in Kedarnath

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday invoked the
“rishi tradition” of India as
he inaugurated several deve-
lopment works in Kedar-
nath, Uttarakhand, includ-
ing the unveiling of a statue
of Adi Sankara and monu-
ments related to his samad-
hi. Significantly, Uttarak-
hand will be going to the
polls in early 2022.

Mr. Modi emphasised the
Government’s work in reviv-
ing cultural and religious
centres, including the con-
struction of a Ram temple in
Ayodhya and the building of
a better ropeway to access
the Hemkund Sahib gurdwa-
ra in Uttarakhand. He was
addressing a meeting after
offering prayers at the tem-
ple and unveiling the Adi
Sankara statue.

Recalling the 2013 devas-
tating floods in Kedarnath
that caused extensive dam-
age, he said: “People who
used to come here used to
say that will this, our Kedar
Dham, stand up again? But
my inner voice was saying
that it will stand with more
pride than ever before.”

‘Holistic path’

Talking about Adi Sankara,
the Prime Minister, who per-
sonally supervised the plans
for the restoration of the sa-
madhi and building of the
statue, said, “Shan karoti

Works Department (CPWD)
said. The CPWD had award-
ed the construction and five-
year maintenance contract
on October 27 to Larsen &
Toubro Ltd. for %3,141.99
crore, the largest ever in the
Central agency’s history.

Added attraction: Narendra Modi after unveiling the statue
of Adi Sankara at Kedarnath, Uttarakhand, on Friday. =ani

saha Shankar” that is, the
one who does welfare is
Shankar.

“There was a time when
spirituality and religion
started getting linked with
stereotypes and outdated
practices. Whereas, Indian
philosophy talks about hu-
man welfare and looks at life
in a holistic way. Adi Sanka-
ra did the work of making
society aware of this truth,”
he noted.

“A grand temple of Lord
Shri Ram is coming up in
Ayodhya. Ayodhya is getting
its glory back. Just two days
ago, the whole world saw
the grand celebrations of
‘deepotsav’ in Ayodhya. To-
day we can imagine how the
ancient cultural form of In-
dia must have been,” he ob-
served and said that today’s
India was confident of its
heritage.

The theme of reviving cul-
tural and religious centres
was echoed by BJP chief J.P.

The buildings are pro-
posed to be constructed on
the plot of the Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts
campus. When it starts, the
CCS project would be the
third component of the larg-
er Central Vista revamp to be

Nadda and Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan. “With the visit to
the Kedarnath temple,
Prime Minister Modi has per-
formed a ‘mahayagya’ to re-
establish the traditions of
‘Sanatan  Dharma’,” re-
marked Mr. Chouhan, while
Mr. Nadda pointed out that
Adi Sankara did much to re-
vive and re-establish ‘Sanata-
na Dharma’, and the Govern-
ment under Mr. Modi was
conscious of it.

Mr. Modi reviewed pro-
jects worth 130 crore that
had been completed so far,
including the Saraswati Ash-
tapath, Tirth purohit houses
and the Garud Chatti bridge
over the Mandakini river.

The Prime Minister also
laid the foundation stone for
projects worth 180 crore,
including the redevelop-
ment of the Sangam Ghat,
and a hospital and adminis-
trative offices for those ma-
naging the Kedarnath shrine.

this month

under construction, after the
new Parliament building and
the redevelopment of the
Central Vista Avenue. It has a
targeted timeline of 24
months for completion.
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A day after, sparks of allegations fly thick and fast

BJP calls Govt's anti-cracker drive Aurangzeb-influenced political thinking’; Oppn. underestimating its effect on pollution: AAP

A girl bursting crackers to celebrate Deepavali in Delhi on
Thursday. =Rr.v. MOORTHY

Delhi HC rejects plea
of former BSF jawan

He was dismissed
from service for
links with alleged
Pak. operative

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has re-
jected the plea of a former
Border Security Force (BSF)
constable, who was dismis-
sed from service for having
regularly contacted a sus-
pected Pakistan Intelligence
Operative (PIO) while being
deployed on the Pakistan
border.

A Bench of Justices Navin
Chawla and Manmohan de-
clined to interfere with the
decision of the BSF dismis-
sing Kishore Chandra Sahoo
from service.

Mr. Sahoo, who had
joined the BSF as a consta-
ble in 2002, was removed
from service on an allega-
tion that on November 23,
2020, while being deployed
at the border, he had taken
his mobile phone on duty
and contacted a suspected
PIO.

During a search of his be-
longing, Mr. Sahoo was
found in possession of four

mobile phones and five SIM
cards.

The Staff Court of Inquiry
(SCOI) had found Mr. Sahoo
guilty of remaining in con-
tact with the PIO since 2018
and regularly conversing
with him on messenger ac-
count; establishing a voice
call from his registered mo-
bile number with the PIO
while being deployed on
duty.

The SCOI also found him
guilty of possessing four
mobile phones and five SIM
cards and regularly carrying
said mobile phones during
duty hours, day and night,
in contravention of the stan-
dard operating procedures
and instructions.

Mr. Sahoo had claimed
that the four mobile phones
found from his possession
belonged to him and his fa-
mily members.

The Bench termed Mr. Sa-
hoo’s explanation “com-
pletely fanciful” and reject-
ed it. The High Court
remarked that the submis-
sion made on Mr. Sahoo’s
behalf that there was no co-
gent evidence against him
and that the order of dismis-
sal was based only on suspi-
cion could not be accepted.

Elderly couple found battered
to death in Ghaziabad

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
GHAZIABAD

An elderly couple was bat-
tered to death in their house
at Patel Nagar here on Dee-
pavali night, the police said
on Friday. The matter came
to light when one of their
daughters living in Noida
called them up repeatedly
and finding no response
from them, alerted her pa-
rent’s neighbours, City Su-

perintendent of Police (II)
Nipun Agarwal said.

He said that on reaching
the couple’s residence, the
neighbours found its doors
ajar with the bodies of 72-
year-old medicine dealer
Ashok Zaidka and his wife
Madhu Zaidka lying in a
pool of blood.

The ornaments and the
cash were found intact in
the almirah, the SP said.

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The bursting of firecrackers
on Deepavali, despite a ban in
the city, has turned political
with the BJP accusing AAP of
running an anti-cracker cam-
paign based on an “Aurang-
zeb-influenced political think-
ing”. AAP said the BJP has
been underestimating the ef-
fect crackers have on air
pollution.

“Gopal Rai’s [Environment
Minister] continuous anti-
cracker campaign reflects his
thought process influenced
by Muslim monarch Aurang-
zeb. People of Delhi by burst-
ing crackers yesterday [Thurs-

S|

1. Water in the Delhi Gate drain
is dark, polluted, and has a
stench. This water is taken

day] have given a befitting
reply to this Aurangzeb-in-
fluenced political thinking,”
Delhi BJP spokesperson Pra-
veen Shankar Kapoor said.

“Mr. Rai has tried to
squarely blame the Deepavali
night crackers for air pollu-
tion and Chhath Puja at Yamu-
na ghats for Yamuna ji’s water
pollution in true Aurangzebi
style,” he added.

Mr. Rai said ever since the
Government announced a
ban on crackers, the Opposi-
tion had been underestimat-
ing the effect crackers have on
pollution. “Leaders of the BJP
have constantly given the rhe-
toric that this is a matter of re-

ligion, of a festival, even when
all scientists say that crackers
cause pollution.”

The Minister said that a
large population of Delhi did
not burst crackers on Deepa-
vali, but people belonging to
the BJP deliberately did, caus-
ing the pollution levels to be-
come deadly.

Lowest calls
This Deepavali, the Delhi Fire
Services (DFS) received the
lowest number of calls in a de-
cade and it was 25% fewer
than last year.

DFS chief Atul Garg said
they received 152 calls, includ-
ing 117 fire calls, 10 animal res-

cue calls, two road accidents,
and one house collapse. “On-
ly four calls were related to
fire caused by crackers,” Mr.
Garg said, adding that no ma-
jor injuries were reported.
The fire department had res-
ponded to 205 fire-related
calls last year, he added.

“The reduction in number
of calls is also because of pu-
blic awareness.There were
fewer calls related to bursting
of firecrackers as well,” he
said.

According to the data pro-
vided by the DFS, the highest
number of calls — 36 — were
received from 8 p.m. to 10
p.m. on Thursday.

143 held for bursting
firecrackers till Nov., 4

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi police have arrest-
ed 143 people between Sep-
tember 28 and November 4
for allegedly bursting fire-
crackers and registered 210
cases pertaining to such
incidents.

The data provided by the
police showed that
19702.489 kg of firecrackers
were seized during this pe-
riod. As many as 125 cases
were registered in connec-
tion with the sale and supply
of firecrackers, while 138 pe-
ople were arrested.

The data further showed
that West district and Rohini
had the highest number of

cases registered against the
sale of firecrackers at 14,
while North district had the
highest number of people
arrested in relation to such
incidents — 21.

For bursting firecrackers,
the number of cases regis-
tered in West district was the
highest at 35, while Shahda-
ra saw the highest number
of people arrested — 37.

According to the police,
38 internal meetings were
held by DCPs and additional
DCPs in all the 15 districts of
the city to prevent smug-
gling and bursting of fire-
crackers. A total of 706
teams were constituted to
prevent such incidents.

PS for a cleaner Yamuna

A major cause of pollution in the river is the 22 drains dumping sewage and industrial effluents into it,
prompting the authorities to build more sewage treatment plants in the city

2. The water passes through
two screens: a medium screen,
which traps materials above 20

3. Suspended particles are
removed by adding ferric alum and
polyelectrolyte in two different

4. Dissolved particles are
removed in aeration tanks,
which have specific bacteria

SHIV KUMAR I-DUSH PAKAR

5. Samples of water before and
after being treated at the STP.
This water is used for other

to the STP through an
underground tunnel, which is
about 90-metre long

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

ollution in the Yamuna rises as the
P river enters deeper into the national

capital. Once considered the lifeline
of the city, the river currently carries fecal
coliform (microbes from human and ani-
mal excreta) beyond prescribed levels at
all points except Palla village, where the
river enters Delhi.

A major cause of pollution in the Yamu-
na is the 22 drains dumping sewage and in-
dustrial effluents into the river. Illegal in-
dustries also add to the effluents ending
up in the river. Because of this, the role of
sewage treatment plants (STPs) becomes
most important in depolluting the river
water.

According to Government estimates,
14% of all sewage generated in the city is
not being treated at present due to lack of
facilities and the authorities are building
more STPs to address this problem.

How does an STP work?

Stormwater drains are supposed to carry
rainwater to a waterbody, which in case of
Delhi is the Yamuna. Apart from this, there
is supposed to be a separate sewage net-
work, which is not connected to the storm-
water drains, and the sewage from it is to
be treated at the STPs.

mm, and then through a fine
screen, which traps all materials
above 5 mm

due to gravity

In Delhi, however, the sewage flows into
the stormwater drains at many points, pol-
luting the water. So, in most cases, the
STPs take water directly from the drains,
clean it, and use it for other purposes (not
drinking) or release it back to the drains
from where the water flows into the
Yamuna.

Primary stage

At Delhi Gate STP, water from the Delhi Gate
drain is taken in through an underground
tunnel, which is about 90-metre long.
There is a coarse filter at the entrance of
the tunnel to trap large floating waste and
water from the drain flows under the ef-
fect of gravity to a storage sump inside the
plant.

At this point, the water still has a lot of
smaller floating bits. This water is then
pumped up to a large overhead tank from
where it flows through a slightly sloping
path to different chambers.

Here it passes through two screens: a
medium screen, which traps all waste bits
above 20 mm in size and then through a
fine screen, which traps all bits above 5
mm. At this point, the water is still black-
ish and has a stench. It then goes to a grit
chamber (another tank) where heavy par-
ticles settle down due to gravity, and then
through an aeration chamber where oil,

stages. As suspended particles
become heavy, they settle down

that eat the dissolved
particles. Air is pumped
into these tanks

grease etc. are removed from the water by
adding air and mixing it. Oil and grease
froths to the surface of the water and goes
to a separate chamber.

Secondary stage

Now, whatever pollutants are present in
the water are either dissolved or suspend-
edinit.

Suspended particles are extremely tiny
and light pollutants floating in the water.
They have to be made heavy to settle them
at the bottom and remove them.

For this, first ferric alum is added to the
water in a chamber and then the water is
pumped to another chamber where polye-
lectrolyte is added.

This water is then introduced from one
chamber to another through an opening at
the bottom of a wall separating the two
chambers.

As the water flows from the bottom to
the top of the second chamber, heavy par-
ticles settle down due to gravity.

At this point, the biological oxygen de-
mand (BOD) of the water is reduced by
75% and the colour of the water also im-
proves. BOD is the amount of dissolved ox-
ygen consumed by microorganisms to de-
compose organic matter present in the
water. So, a higher value of BOD implies
lower quality of water.

STl A BT faeI e gvter 2022

purposes or released back to
the drains from where it flows
into the Yamuna

The heavy particles removed from the
water form a sludge and it is removed to
another tank. It is then passed through a
filter press to drain off excess water before
it falls through a pipe from the top into a
dumper waiting near the gate. This sludge
is used in landfills.

After the suspended particles are re-
moved, only dissolved particles are left in
the water.

The water now goes to aeration tanks,
which have specific bacteria that eat the
dissolved particles and air is also supplied
to these tanks.

The water then flows into another tank,
where a different type of bacteria eats up the
ammonia present in the water. The BOD va-
lue of the water at the end of the process is
6.47 mg/l, which is better than the National
Green Tribunal-recommended standard of 10
mg/l. The cleaned water is then supplied to
Pragati Power Corporation Limited, where
it is used for power generation.

According to the Delhi Pollution Con-
trol Committee, 22 out of the 33 STPs in
the city do not comply with their stan-
dards. “At some STPs, the BOD of water af-
ter the process is more than 10 mg/1. But to
reduce the BOD further, we need more
tanks for various processes and many
STPs do not have space for more construc-
tion,” a Delhi Jal Board official said.

Bengaluru man cheats
businessman of 10 cr.
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STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A man has been arrested
for allegedly duping a busi-
nessman of over 10 crore
on the pretext of selling ra-
dioactive material, the pol-
ice said on Friday. The ac-
cused has been identified
as Atheeq Ahmad, a resi-
dent of Bengaluru.
According to the police,
complainant Sanjay Tane-
ja, who runs a paint and
hardware shop in east of
Kailash, said a gang of 22
people, including Mr. Ah-
mad, had cheated him of
%10.63 crore between
March 2016 and Septem-
ber 2018 to facilitate the
sale of the radioactive ma-
terial, which was purport-
edly approved by the De-
fence  Research  and
Development  Organisa-
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Nine people were arrested
in a case of rioting in Rohi-
ni’s Budh Vihar on Tuesday
night, the police said, ad-
ding that there was no com-
munal angle to the incident.
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tion.

Additional Commission-
er of Police (Economic Of-
fences Wing) R.K. Singh
said the victim, through
this deal, was assured of a
profit of T500 crore.

“The money was taken
through bank transfers,
cheques and cash. The
bank statements were ana-
lysed and it was found that
the money had gone into
the account of M/s Bar-
clays Metal World. This
was shown as a U.K.-based
foreign company and a
prospective buyer of ra-
dioactive material,” the of-
ficer said.

On verification, M/s Bar-
clays Metal World was
found to be a single pro-
prietorship dealing in ‘me-
tal scrap’ and was owned
by Mr. Ahmad.

Nine arrested for rioting

A senior police officer
said they received informa-
tion about one Allah Rakha
being involved in bootleg-
ging. When a team reached
to conduct a raid, it was
pelted stones at, the officer
alleged.
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Timings
DELHI
SATURDAY, NOV. 06
RISE  06:37
RISE 08:02
SUNDAY, NOV. 07
RISE  06:38
RISE  09:15
MONDAY, NOV. 08
RISE  06:38
RISE 10:24

SET 17:33
SET 18:49

SET 17:33
SET 19:44

SET 17:32
SET 20:45

Delhi Weather
Delhi City 26 15

max min :

Safdarjang 26 15

Palam 26 17

Delhi Palam Today

29°C A dry weather to prevail.
The cool morning will be
foggy. Day will be comfortable
but polluted with few clouds.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow

30°C The weather wil be dry.
Moderate pollution level to
continue. A cool and misty
morning turns comfortable day
with mainly clear sky

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

IN BRIEF

Minor burnt to death

NEW DELHI

A 12-year-old boy was found
burnt to death at his
residence in north-west
Delhi's Tomar Colony after a
fire broke out in the house on
Friday night around 11p.m.,
Delhi Fire Services officials
said.

Man killed in accident

NEW DELHI

A 26-year-old man died after
a tanker hit his bike in south
Delhi's Tigri on Friday. The
tanker driver, Jitender (33), a
resident of U.P.'s Hathras, has
been arrested. The deceased
has been identified as Rakesh,
a resident of a JJ cluster.

~‘Namaz in the open will stop soon’ |

Local administration has sought three weeks to stop the practice, says VHP leader

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

Vishwa Hindu Parishad lead-
er Surender Jain claimed on
Friday that the local admi-
nistration had agreed that of-
fering of namaz in the open
was illegal and promised to
gradually put an end to the
practice in the next few
weeks.

He was speaking to media
persons on the sidelines of
“Govardhan Puja” held at
Sector 12A by Hindu right-
wing groups in protest
against the offering of Jum-
ma Namaz at the site. Bhara-
tiya Janata Party leader Kapil
Mishra and Surajpal Ammu
were also present.

Muslim community repre-
sentative Altaf Ahmad said
community members decid-
ed not to hold namaz at

Hindu right-wing group leaders during the '‘Govardhan PUJa
programme in GUrugram  =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

three sites — Sector 12, Sec-
tor 47 and Sector 18 — in view
of the “Govardhan Puja”
programme and as advised
by the police. The namaz
was peacefully held in the re-
maining designated sites,
but Mr. Ahmad claimed that

“there was a lot of fear, and
Muslims were careful not to
have any sort of confronta-
tion with vigilante groups”.
Mr. Jain claimed the desig-
nation of 37 places for na-
maz three years ago was only
a one-day arrangement, and

Civic bodies gear up for Chhath

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

With Chhath Puja celebra-
tions to be held on Novem-
ber 10, Delhi’s three munici-
pal corporations — North,
South and East — are gear-
ing up for the festival with
the North and South civic
bodies having allocated
325,000 and T 20,000 res-
pectively to ward council-
lors for the preparation.

The funds will be used
for augmenting streetlights
in and around the Chhath
ghats (ponds), ensuring
sanitation and other facili-
ties for devotees.

East Delhi Municipal Cor-
poration (EDMC) Mayor
Shyam Sunder Aggarwal
said that “all efforts will be
made to ensure sanitation
and Covid-19 appropriate
behaviour at the 54 points
of celebration under our ju-
risdiction”.

South Delhi Municipal

BJP workers protesting against the ban on Chhath Puja on the
banks of the Yamuna in Delhi. =FiLe pHoTO

Corporation (SDMC) stand-
ing committee chairman
B.K. Oberoi said while the
previous years’ celebra-
tions were held on the
banks of the Yamuna, this
year, facilities were set up at
ghats (ponds) across diffe-
rent wards as per the
requirement.

Previously, a controversy
had erupted when the Delhi

Disaster Management Auth-
ority (DDMA) had prohibit-
ed Chhath Puja celebra-
tions for the second
consecutive year due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Following criticism from
the BJP, the DDMA allowed
celebrations at designated
spots, prohibiting celebra-
tions on the banks of the
Yamuna.

the list was not ratified by
the administration. “The ad-
ministration has conceded
its mistake and categorically
told our office-bearers that
offering of namaz in the
open is illegal and not al-
lowed. They have requested
three weeks’ time to stop it
and assured us that the num-
ber of public places for na-
maz will be gradually re-
duced during this time. But
we don’t trust them. It is
good if they keep their word,
or we will once again take to
the streets. But we will not
allow the highways to be
blocked,” said Mr. Jain, inter-
national secretary-general of
the group.

Deputy Commissioner,
Gurugram, Yash Garg did
not respond to the claims of
the Hindu right-wing groups.

EDMC to reopen
primary schools

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The East Delhi Municipal
Corporation (EDMC) on
Friday said primary
schools under its jurisdic-
tion will reopen on Novem-
ber 8 with 50% student ca-
pacity.

EDMC Mayor Shyam
Sunder Aggarwal said pa-
rents’ consent would be
necessary for students to
attend classes.

“Delhi Govt. clears proposals worth
1,500 crore to boost health infra

415 crore will be used for improving COVID-19 testing and labs

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Cabinet, in a meet-
ing chaired by Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Friday,
gave its nod to two signifi-
cant proposals with a budget
of over 31,500 crore for the
Capital’s health sector.

The Delhi Government’s
‘Emergency COVID Res-
ponse Package’ (ECRP) will
be spent on enhancing test-
ing and labs, procuring sup-
plies, mobilising additional

No virus death
in two weeks

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The city reported no new
COVID-19 deaths in 24
hours for the 14th day and
the death toll stood at
25,091, as per the Delhi go-
vernment’s health bulletin
on Friday.

Thirty-two new cases
were reported, taking the
caseload to 14,40,035.

human resources, increasing
health facilities in hospitals
and managing Covid Care
Centres among others.

“As a responsible Govern-
ment, we are taking all mea-
sures and steps necessary in
this fight against COVID-19.
In view of the advent of a
possible wave, the Delhi Go-
vernment is trying its best to
strengthen its health systems
and preparedness at every
level,” Mr. Kejriwal said.

The Government said it

has allotted 1,544 crore for
the State ECRP for the fiscal
year 2021-22.

Of the total budget, 3415
crore will be used for im-
proving COVID-19 testing
and labs, 3445 crore for pro-
curement of supplies, ¥280
crore to bolster health facili-
ties and hospitals, and 125
crore for management of Co-
vid care centres. The city’s
ICU-bed capacity will be in-
creased to 17,000 by adding
6,386 beds.

Oppn. asks Kejriwal to
roll back VAT on fuel

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Following the Centre’s re-
duction of excise duty on pe-
trol and diesel, the BJP and
the Congress on Friday de-
manded that the Delhi Go-
vernment roll back VAT on
fuel.

The Delhi Assembly’s
Leader of Opposition Ram-
vir Singh Bidhuri warned

the Delhi Government of a
sit-in by BJP MLAs outside
CM Arvind Kejriwal’s house
starting Monday if the VAT
was not reduced by 10 till
Sunday. After the Centre had
cut 5 per litre on petrol and
%10 per litre on diesel, 13
States and Union Territories
reduced VAT, but the Delhi
Government was still silent,
he said.
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Aryan appears before NCB
to mark weekly presence

He was released on bail on October 30

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

Aryan Khan, son of Bolly-
wood actor Shah Rukh
Khan, on Friday appeared
before the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) in Mumbai to
mark his weekly presence
before the anti-drug agency
in connection with the
cruise ship drugs -case,
sources said.

This was Aryan’s first ap-
pearance at the NCB office
after his release from the Ar-
thur Road prison on Octob-
er 30 following the bail
granted by the Bombay High
Court. As per one of the bail
conditions set by the High
Court, Aryan reached the
NCB office at Ballard Estate
in south Mumbai around
12.15 p.m., they said.

The 23-year-old was ar-
rested by the NCB on Octob-
er 3 following a raid on the
cruise ship off the Mumbai

Aryan Khan arrives at the
NCB office in Mumbai on
Friday. =pmi

coast. The Central agency
had booked him under rele-
vant sections of the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act.

He was granted bail by
the High Court on October
28. However, he could not
be released from the prison
till October 30 as docu-
ments related to his release
did not reach jail authorities
in time.

Chhattisgarh sets up
special cells to monitor
social media posts

It also plans to develop surveillance tool

ANUP DUTTA
CHHATTISGARH

The Chhattisgarh Govern-
ment is forming a social me-
dia monitoring team in dis-
tricts to screen overall trends
and track adverse negative
impact posts on social media
platforms.

The special team will
screen posts, observe social
media trends and posts rele-
vant to government related
activities, which may have
adverse negative impact on
socio-economic fabric of the
State, said an official. The go-
vernment is planning to de-
velop a surveillance tool to
monitor individual users and
track overall trends on social
media platforms, among
other things, he added.

In this connection, the
Raipur and Bemtara district

administration has formed a
special team. In Bemtara,
the district media monitor-
ing team will be led by Addi-
tional District Magistrate
Durgesh Kumar Verma, Ad-
ditional Superintendent of
Police Pankaj Patel, Sub-Divi-
sional officer Revenue San-
deep Thakur, District Infor-
mation and Science Officer
Rohit Chandravanshi and
few others, the official said.
In Raipur, the special cyber
team will be led by Girish Ti-
wari.

A few days ago, Chief Mi-
nister Bhupesh Baghel said:
“Along with continuous
monitoring of the law and or-
der situation, it is necessary
to strongly refute rumours
and false propaganda
spreading through social me-
dia”.
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MOHD. YUSUF

SEARCH FOR MISSING

General Public is hereby informed
that one person Namely: Mohd.
Yusuf, S/o: Mohd. Javed, R/o: H.No.
486, Mohalla Malet, Distt Maler Kotla,
Punjab, Age: 21 Years, Height: 5'5",
Complexion:
Face: Long, Wearing: Black Colour
T-Shirt and Jeans Pant and Sandal

Fair, Built: Thin,

has been missing since

22.10.2021 from the area of P.S.
Jama Masjid, Delhi. In this regard DD
No. 06A, Dated 28.10.2021, has
been lodged at P.S. Jama Masjid,

Sincere efforts have been made by local
police to trace out the missing person but no clue has
come to light sofar. If anyone have any information about this
missing person please informto the following:-

Web-site : http://cbi.nic.in
E-Mail ID: cic@cbi.gov.in
Fax: 011-23011334
DP/1071/CD/2021

SHO
P.S. Jama Masjid, Delhi

Ph.: 011-23261625, 23269777

Gangotri
temple closed
for winter

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
UTTARKASHI

With the onset of winter,
the sacred portals of the
Gangotri shrine in Garhwal
Himalayas of Uttarakhand
were closed on Friday amid
Vedic hymns and elaborate
rituals.

Gangotri Mandir Samiti
co-secretary Rajesh Sem-
wal said the temple gates
were closed at 11.45 a.m.
The idol of Goddess Ganga
was then taken on a palan-
quin decked with flowers
for Mukhba village, her
winter abode, he said. Over
32,948 pilgrims visited
Gangotri this season after
the temple was opened for
devotees in September.

5-year-old boy
taken away by
wild animal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SHIMLA

A five-year-old boy was ta-
ken away by a wild animal
from Himachal Pradesh’s
Shimla city while he was
bursting crackers with his
younger cousin on the eve
of Deepavali, a forest official
said on Friday.

This is the second such
incident in three months in
Shimla. In August, a five-
year-old girl was taken away
from Kanlog and mauled to
death by a leopard.

“Maintenance awarded to

575 U.P. women not paid’

HC was hearing case of a woman whose husband is untraceable

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW

Maintenance awarded to 575
women by courts in two ma-
jor districts of Uttar Pradesh
including Varanasi and
Prayagraj has not been paid
by their husbands, accord-
ing to data submitted to the
Allahabad High Court.

The district judges of Va-
ranasi and Prayagraj submit-
ted the information in the
High Court which was hear-
ing a case in which the Vara-
nasi police were unable to
explain why they have not
been able to trace a man mis-
sing for over four years after
alower court directed him to
pay a maintenance to his
wife after alleged domestic
violence.

Summons not served

In Varanasi, 136 such cases
were before the district
court while 347 were in the
family court. The award of
maintenance had been or-
dered in these cases but they
were not executed as the
summons had not been
served till date, the High
Court noted. In a letter sub-
mitted by the district judge
Prayagraj on October 22, a si-
milar reason was given about
92 cases.

The High Court had on
two occasions in the recent
months directed the two dis-
tricts to submit the data
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while hearing the case of Pri-
yanka Upadhyay whose hus-
band Arvind Upadhyay has
been untraceable since 2017.

Ms. Upadhyay had filed a
case of domestic violence
against her husband and on
November 4, 2016 a lower
court directed him to pro-
vide a separate living room
to her and their daughter
along with a maintenance of
%1,000. The court passed
another order saying if the
husband did not comply
with the first order, the local
SHO must ensure its
compliance.

The husband then moved
the High Court against the
orders and on December 5,
2016 got an interim order ex
parte where both orders
were stayed.

When the man was asked
to be produced before the
High Court, his counsel said
he was missing since April 9,
2017. A missing person FIR
was also lodged on May 16,

(") This court is sorry

torecord as to how
many times and for
how long, the
Commissioner,
Varanasi will pray
for time to trace a
person who is
missing for more
than four years
JUSTICE MANJU RANI CHAUHAN

2018, his counsel told the
court.

On October 27, Justice
Manju Rani Chauhan grant-
ed Commissioner of Police
Varanasi two weeks and no
further time to trace Arvind
Upadhyay, as the court came
down on the authorities for
not informing it about the
status of the case.

Raps authorities

“This court is sorry to record
as to how many times and
for how long, the Commis-
sioner, Varanasi will pray for
time to trace a person who is
missing for more than four
years like the applicant and
this court will continue to
grant the same,” Justice
Chauhan said.

Varanasi Commissioner in
an affidavit submitted in the
High Court said a police
team had been constituted
to trace the man and the of-
ficers in Varanasi were trying
their best to trace him.

A slip that would have proved costly

Wayanad man orders a pouch from e-commerce giant, gets a passport as well

STAFF REPORTER
KALPETTA
A man in Wayanad has
claimed that he was
delivered a valid passport
by an e-commerce giant
along with a passport pouch
for which he had placed an
order a few days ago.

Mithun Babu, a resident
of Cheengadi, near
Kaniyampetta, said he had
ordered for a passport
pouch from Amazon on
October 30 and he received
the product on November 1.
When he opened the box he
found a passport along with
the pouch.

The passport belonged to
a minor boy from
Kunnamkulam in Thrissur.
When the issue went viral in
social media, his parents
contacted Mr. Babu. They
had also ordered for the
product recently but found
it was little smaller for their
purpose and returned it
without taking back the

passport.

“The pouch was meant
for my husband, but it was
found unfit and was
returned. However, my
son’s passport was put
inside the pouch and was
not pulled out prior to

Mithun Babu With the‘passport and the"poucf .-

returning it. It was a
mistake on our part,”
Asmabi, mother of the boy,
said.

Without checking
“It is suspected that the
returned product was not

properly inspected by the
seller and was sold to me,”
said Mr. Babu.

He said he reported the
incident with Amazon
customer care but failed to
get a proper response as to
what to do with the
passport with an executive
saying that it would not be
repeated and the seller
would be instructed to be
careful next time.

“I spent about 40
minutes speaking with three
executives of customer
care. But none told me what
to do with an important
document like a passport.
Later, on the advice of a
friend, I approached the
police and surrendered the
passport on Friday,” he
said.

There was no immediate
response from Amazon. The
Meenangadi police told the
boy’s parents to collect the
passport from the station
with valid identity proof.
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Kerala has no plan to cut
tax on petrol, diesel
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Amid mounting pressure to
reduce the tax collected by
Kerala on petrol and diesel,
Finance Minister K.N.
Balagopal made it clear on
Friday that the Government
had no plan to go for a cut.

Mysuru receives highest
rain in Nov. in a decade
MYSURU

Mysuru district recorded 68
mm of rainfall during the
24-hour period ending 8.30
a.m. on Friday following
incessant overnight rain.
According to the Indian
Meteorological Department,
this is the highest for
November in the last 10 years.
Mysuru district has received
304 mm of rainfall against a
normal of 156 mm from
October 1 to November 4.

Two migrant workers die
while bursting crackers
HYDERABAD

Two migrant idol makers died
while another suffered severe
injuries after stone splinters
hit their faces, following the
explosion of crackers at
Kandikal in Telangana on
Thursday. According to
police, the victims, Jagannath
Malik and Vishnupadha
Mahato, dug up a pit and
buried four joint 'sutli bomb'
and lit the firecracker, which
resulted in the explosion.

Dry ganja valued at ¥80
lakh seized, three held
VISAKHAPATNAM

Dry ganja weighing 790 kg
and valued at about T80 lakh
was seized from the
possession of three persons
near Aganampudi on
Thursday. The police, based
on credible information,
intercepted the vehicle near
the Aganampudi toll-gate and
seized the contraband. The
police said that the accused
had procured the ganja from
the interior of Paderu in
Visakhapatnam Agency area.

No role for RSS workers  oing green

High Court Judge dismisses plea by IPS
officer accused of extorting I3 crore

MOHAMED IMRANULLAH S.
CHENNAI
The Madras High Court has
apologised to the Supreme
Court for taking six years to
dispose of a writ petition
filed by an Indian Police Ser-
vice (IPS) officer accused of
extorting %3 crore from a wo-
man involved in an econom-
ic offence and not keeping
up the hope and trust that
the apex court had reposed
on the High Court in 2015 by
expecting it to dispose of the
case at the earliest.
Dismissing the writ peti-
tion now, Justice C.V. Karthi-
keyan wrote: “I must append
a note of apology. The High
Court had not kept up the
hope and trust of the ho-
nourable Supreme Court.
The matter was heard in full
after more than six years
(since the Supreme Court
had directed the High Court
to take a relook into the mat-

ter) and the controversy is
hopefully disposed of by this
order.”

The judge pointed out that
the petitioner Pramod Ku-
mar was serving as Inspector
General of Police (West
Zone) in 2009 when a case
was booked by Tiruppur
Central Crime Branch
against three directors of Pa-
zee Forex Trading India Priv-
ate Limited. They were ac-
cused of accepting deposits
worth crores from the public
by promising attractive re-
turns. Subsequently, one of
the directors Kamalavali
Arumugam went missing on
December 8, 2009 and a wo-
man missing case was
booked at Tiruppur North
Police Station. The woman
surfaced on December 11,
2009 and she claimed to the
police that she was abducted
by unknown persons.

However, on further in-

Karnataka ends night
curfew, allows races

Decline in COVID cases prompts move

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The Karnataka Government
has withdrawn night curfew
from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. in the
entire State. The Govern-
ment also permitted horse
racing with adherence to
COVID-19 norms.

Chief Secretary P. Ravi
Kumar issued the order on
November 5. The order
states: “Night curfew, which
is being imposed from 10
p.m. to 5 a.m., is herewith
withdrawn.”

Night curfew had been in
force in Karnataka for the
past few months following
the second wave of CO-
VID-19. Now with a sharp de-

in Fasal murder: CBI

Agency submits report in special court

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

A report by the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI)
submitted before the special
CBI court here on Friday
stated that workers of the
Rashtriya ~ Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) had no role in
the Muhammad Fasal mur-
der case.

The agency reiterated its
earlier finding that the polit-
ical murder was executed by
a gang led by M.K. Sunil Ku-
mar, alias Kodi Suni, who
has been convicted in the
murder of Revolutionary
Marxist Party leader T.P.
Chandrasekharan.

The CBI had arrested
eight persons, including Ka-
rayi Rajan and Karayi Chan-
drasekharan, Communist
Party of India (Marxist) lead-
ers. Kodi Suni was named
the first accused in the case.
According to the agency, the

murder was masterminded
by the Karayi brothers and
executed by others.

The Kerala High Court
had asked the CBI to carry
out a further probe after the
victim’s brother cited the
disclosure of a confession by
‘Kuppi’ Subeesh, an RSS
worker, that Fasal was
hacked to death by RSS
workers, including himself.

Fasal, who was a worker
of the National Develop-
ment Front (now Popular
Front of India), was mur-
dered at Thalassery on Oc-
tober 22, 2006.

The report submitted by
the CBI pointed out that
Subeesh was forced to make
a confession while in police
custody in another murder
case. The RSS worker had la-
ter retracted his alleged con-
fession stating that he was
tortured by the police into
making the confession.

cline in COVID-19 cases, the
Government has withdrawn
night curfew.

The Chief Secretary, who
is also chairman of the exec-
utive committee of the State
Disaster Management, said
horse racing is permitted to
resume, while strictly ad-
hering to COVID-19 appro-
priate behaviour and SOPs
issued by the Health and Fa-
mily Welfare Department of
the State Government.

The number of racing pa-
trons attending horse racing
should be strictly as per the
seating capacity of the ve-
nue, and only fully vaccinat-
ed people would be allowed
to enter the premises.
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I must append a note of
apology. The High Court

) X z] had not kept up the hope and
trust of the honourable Su-

preme Court. The matter was
heard in full after more than
six years and the controversy
is hopefully disposed of by this

order. — JusTiCE c.v. KARTHIKEYAN

JUDGE, MADRAS HIGH COURT

quiry, the woman accused
Inspector of Police V. Mohan
Raj of having demanded 33
crore from her for not taking
action against her in the eco-
nomic offence case.

She also claimed to have
enacted a drama of getting
abducted and told the police
that she had already paid
%2.95 crore since she was
subjected to threats and
harassment.

Thereafter, the woman
missing case was altered into
a case of extortion. During
interrogation, the Inspector
reportedly told the sleuths
that he got involved into the

issue only on the instruc-
tions of the then IG (west
zone).

CB-CID issued summons
to the IG and questioned
him. Meanwhile, disposing
of a criminal petition filed by
the investors of Pazee, the
High Court transferred the
investigation in the econom-
ic offences case as well as the
extortion case to the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
since they were connected.

The CBI arrested the IG on
May 2, 2012. He filed a writ
petition in August 2012 to
restrain the CBI from investi-
gating the case since it had

not obtained prior sanction
from the Centre to prosecute
him. A single judge dismis-
sed the writ petition on De-
cember 5, 2012.

A writ appeal was also dis-
missed by a Division Bench
of the High Court on April
29, 2013. However, when the
matter was taken on further
appeal, the Supreme Court
on March 17, 2015 remanded
the writ petition to the High
Court for a fresh hearing. In
the meantime, the CBI filed
final reports before two diffe-
rent special courts in the
economic offence case as
well as the extortion case.

While the trial had com-
menced in the economic of-
fence case, the extortion
case was kept in suspended
animation due to Supreme
Court orders. Dismissing the
2012 writ petition once again
after a full fledged hearing,
Justice Karthikeyan directed
the special court for CBI cas-
es to proceed since prima fa-
cie materials were available
against the accused.

Seek public opinion on

inheritance Bill: activists
KHADC is scheduled to introduce Bill

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Political leaders and acti-
vists in matrilineal Megha-
laya have advised the Khasi
Hills Autonomous District
Council (KHADC) to seek
public opinion before ta-
bling an inheritance Bill
aimed at “equitable distri-
bution of parental property
among siblings”.

The KHADC is scheduled
to introduce the Khasi In-
heritance of Property Bill,
2021, during the autumn
session of the council on No-
vember 8.

Congress veteran and
leader of the Opposition in
the KHADC, Pynshngain-
lang N. Syiem, said any new
legislation dealing with cus-
toms and tradition should
be placed in the public do-
main before it is introduced.
He said he would suggest
this to the council’s execu-
tive committee.

“The practice in the ear-
lier days was for the khat-
duh, or youngest daughter,
to get the lion’s share of the
ancestral or parental pro-
perty. But things have
changed, and most parents
are now giving a share to all
the siblings,” he told jour-
nalists in State capital
Shillong.

Michael Syiem of Mait-
shaphrang Movement, a lo-
cal NGO focused on cus-
toms, said his group has
been campaigning on the is-
sue of inheritance for three
decades. The matter should
be debated within the fami-
ly first, he said.

He favoured public con-
sultation on the Bill since
two other matrilineal com-
munities - Garos and Jain-
tias - have a similar custom
and there needs to be com-
mon legislation that will be
applicable beyond the Khasi
hills.

Mullaperiyar row will be resolved amicably: Duraimurugan

Tamil Nadu will
strengthen baby
dam: Minister

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THEKKADI/IDUKKI

Tamil Nadu’s Water Resourc-
es Minister Duraimurugan
on Friday assured Kerala that
it need not have any appre-
hension about the Mullaperi-
yar dam’s safety.

He said the work to streng-
then the main dam had al-
ready been done in com-
pliance with the Supreme
Court’s direction. To streng-
then the baby dam, it was ne-
cessary to remove three
trees near it, he said. “After
strengthening the baby dam,
we will approach the Su-
preme Court and then the
water level will be raised to

Minister Duraimurugan
inspecting the dam
at Thekkady on Friday.

152 feet,” he said, after in-
specting the dam.

The Minister said the rela-
tionship between Tamil Na-
du and Kerala was good, and
the row would be resolved
amicably. He was accompa-
nied by Ministers I. Periasa-

mi, P. Moorthy and R. Sakka-
rapani, MLAs and officials.
Irrigation Secretary Sandeep
Saxena, Theni Collector K.V.
Muralidharan, PWD Mulla-
periyar dam chief engineer
Krishnan, R. Subramanian of
the Cauvery Technical Cell
and senior officers of the Pu-
blic Works and Revenue
Departments.

Mr. Duraimurugan told re-
porters that Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin and his Kerala
counterpart Pinarayi Vijayan
had a special relationship
and the issue would be sort-
ed out soon. He said Mr. Vi-
jayan is a seasoned politician
and would be aware of the
farmers’ problems in the
southern districts of Tamil
Nadu.

“I couldn’t visit the dam
earlier owing to COVID-19
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Full charge: S. Ramana Reddy, Vice-Chairman and Managing Director, New and Renewable Energy Development Corporation of
Andhra Pradesh, inaugurating the first electric vehicle hot-swap station for autorickshaws in Tirupati on Friday. =a.n.rRANGARAJAN

SCCL rolls out plan to ramp up production

Aims at surpassing annual coal production target through optimal use of state-of-the-art technologies

P SRIDHAR
KARIMNAGAR

Aiming to surpass the annual
coal production target in the
current fiscal, the Singareni
Collieries Company Limited
(SCCL) has rolled out an ac-
tion plan to scale-up coal
production by optimally uti-
lising the state-of-the-art
technologies, like continu-
ous miners, to produce
around 330 lakh tonnes of
coal by March 31, 2022.

Against the stipulated pro-
duction target of 680 lakh
tonnes (68 million tonnes)
for 2021-22, the government-
owned coal mining giant
produced 352 lakh tonnes of
coal in the last seven months
ending October this financial
year, SCCL sources said.

The SCCL registered a
growth of 60% in coal pro-
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Powering through: A view of the open cast coal mine of
Singareni Collieries at Kothagudem in Telangana. sc.n.rAO

duction as compared to the
same period last year.

The coal output during
the corresponding period of
previous year was a meagre
220 lakh tonnes. This was
largely due to the disruption

»

in coal production caused by
the COVID-19 pandemic last
year.

About 367 lakh tonnes of
coal was transported by the
company in the last seven
months, registering a growth

of 68% on the coal dispatch-
es front, and ensuring unin-
terrupted supply of coal to
the thermal power stations
as per the fuel supply agree-
ments (FSA), SCCL sources
said.

The SCCL has set in mo-
tion an action plan to ramp
up coal production and dis-
patches area-wise in its coal
fields within the next five
months to surpass the an-
nual production target.

The plan of action envis-
ages maximising the use of
modern machinery such as
the remote-controlled con-
tinuous miners presently in-
stalled in PVK-5 incline and
Kondapuram underground
coal mines in Bhadradri-
Kothagudem district, and
GDK-11 incline and Vakilpalli
underground coal mines in

Peddapalli district.

Special focus has been laid
on enhancing coal produc-
tion in the Adriyala longwall
project, considered to be the
country’s largest mechan-
ised underground mine, in
Peddapalli district to help
achieve maximum produc-
tivity in compliance with sa-
fety standards.

SCCL Chairman and Ma-
naging Director N. Sridhar
recently reviewed the action
plan with the directors and
general managers of 11 areas
of the company via a video-
conference from the Singare-
ni Bhavan in Hyderabad.

He called upon all the Sin-
garenians to strive to help
the company to surpass the
set targets of coal production
and dispatches by the end of
this fiscal.

restrictions... I have planned
to visit all major dams soon,”
he said.

The Minister said ATADMK
leader O. Panneerselvam
had no right to talk about the
issue. “Neither he nor any
other AIADMK Minister had
ever visited the dam in the
last 10 years. Now, they are
faulting the functioning of
the DMK government.”

Water level

To a question on water with-
drawal by Kerala, Mr. Durai-
murugan said the Central
Water Commission had re-
cently introduced the ‘rule
curve’ theory. Taking the
measurement of storage over
the last 30 years, engineers
would implement it month
on month, depending on the
inflow and the rainfall.”

He said the authorities
would keep a tab on the level
and release or store water ac-
cordingly. For instance, the
level on Friday was 138.80
feet. In the event of a steady
inflow, the PWD engineers
could store 139.50 feet on
November 10 and 142 feet on
November 30, he clarified.

He said the government
would consider the demands
of farmers of the five dis-
tricts, who have announced
a ‘padayatra’. He also ruled
out Kerala’s demand for the
construction of a new dam.
The Supreme Court and va-
rious government agencies
had acknowledged that the
dam was safe.

Earlier, DMK workers, ac-
companying the Minister,
were stopped by the police at
Lower Camp.

Police search Nilambur
forests for Maoists

Action after frequent visits by them

STAFF REPORTER
mPPURAM

The Kerala police, led by
their Thunderbolt comman-
do wing, conducted a wide
search in the jungles of Ni-
lambur following reports of
frequent visits by Maoists to
tribal hamlets near the Go-
vernment Seed Garden
Complex at Munderi near
Nilambur.

Maoist groups had visited
the hamlets of Vaniyampuz-
ha, Iruttukuthi and Kumba-
lappara in recent days and
interacted with tribespeo-
ple in spite of an enhanced
presence of the police in the
forest region. Police officers
supervising the Maoist oper-
ations faced embarrassment
as a Maoist group emerged
at a tribal colony within mi-
nutes of the police team
leaving the hamlet.

The frustration and anger
at the intelligence failure
was evident in the massive

Bengaluru honey
trap racket busted

4 arrested, police suspect gang at play

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

Bengaluru city police have
busted a honey trap racket
and arrested four persons,
including a 30-year-old wo-
man. A retired school prin-
cipal was victimised by the
ring on October 2. Nandini
Layout police, acting on a
complaint he lodged in the
last week of October, busted
the ring. The principal,
looking to open a bar and
restaurant, was trying to
procure an excise license,
and the woman was intro-
duced by one of his acquain-
tances as a broker who
could fix the deal. She called
him to her friend’s house in
Laggere and as the man was

in the house, three men
barged into the house claim-
ing to be from a Kannada or-
ganisation, alleged that they
had caught them indulging
in prostitution red-handed,
and fleeced the retired prin-
cipal of %3 lakh to let him go.
Police suspect the same
gang has similarly fleeced
more than 20 men over the
last few months. A further
probe is on.

In an eerily similar case, a
40-year-old engineer was
called by a woman he had
befriended on social media
to a hotel room. Given the si-
milar modus operandi, pol-
ice have not ruled out the
same gang carrying out the
second incident as well.

»

search conducted in the for-
est. However, according to
police sources, no trace of
the ultra groups that visited
the tribals was found during
the search.

The efforts of the police
in wooing the tribespeople
by engaging them in socio-
cultural activities and by
planting informers among
them seem to have back-
fired with the Adivasis rea-
lising that there would be no
change in their plight in im-
mediate future.

Their pleas for facilities,
including safe houses and
power connections, are yet
to be heard by the authori-
ties. The Maoists, who visit-
ed a hamlet across the Chali-
yar river three weeks ago,
had spent the whole night
there. They had reportedly
told the tribals to not fall
prey to the offers being
made by the police and the
Kerala Government.

Demolition of
Kapico villas
still in limbo

SAM PAUL A.

ALAPPUZHA

Though nearly two years
have passed since the Su-
preme Court ordered the
demolition of the illegally
constructed villas of Kapi-
co Kerala Resorts Pvt. Ltd
on Nediyathuruthu island
in Vembanad Lake, the
move to demolish the
structures remains in
limbo.

It was on January 10,
2020 that the Supreme
Court dismissed appeals by
Kapico against a Kerala
High Court decision ban-
ning the construction of re-
sorts and removal of struc-
tures on the backwater
island. The court observed
that the constructions had
violated coastal and envi-
ronmental regulations.
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The cost of prohibition

The spurt in hooch tragedies in 2021 points to
the failure of the alcohol ban policy in Bihar

he deaths in the last few days of at least 25 people
Tin Bihar’s Gopalganj and West Champaran dis-
tricts and five in Muzaffarpur apart from several
others taking ill after consuming spurious liquor points
to the unintended but not unexpected consequences of
the total prohibition law that has been in effect in the
State for more than five years. Hooch tragedies such as
these are a consequence of the unregulated production
and sale of liquor via the black market, and the use of il-
licit liquor as a substitute due to the lack of the sale of
over-the-counter and regulated drinks. Prohibition as a
policy has been shown up as inadequate to curb the
problem of alcoholism and the havoc wreaked by it on
households due to excessive consumption for a variety
of reasons in State after State. In Bihar, implementation
has not been without immense public support, espe-
cially among rural women. Yet, despite significant steps
taken to enhance enforcement by officials from the ex-
cise department, the police and local administration —
over 3.46 lakh people arrested in the last five years and
close to 150 lakh litres of country-made and Indian
Made Foreign Liquor being seized from April 2016 to
February 2021 — weaknesses in imposing the ban per-
sist. It is well known that one of the negative externali-
ties of prohibition is the creation of a parallel bootleg-
ger economy that could lead to an increase in violent
crime, and this seems to be borne out in Bihar as well.
The Chief Minister, Nitish Kumar, has been the stron-
gest proponent of prohibition in the State and the poli-
cy has reaped electoral dividends for his party, the Ja-
nata Dal (United) and its ally, the Bharatiya Janata Party,
as rural women have overwhelmingly welcomed the
ban on alcohol. While initially, the ban on alcohol con-
sumption helped rural households increase expendi-
ture on basic goods related to food and education, there
are reports from rural Bihar showing how these bene-
fits have waned as spurious consumption is on the rise.
Reportedly, illicit liquor in the State claimed at least 60
lives in 2021, much higher than the six deaths recorded
by the National Crime Records Bureau’s report on acci-
dental deaths and suicides in India in 2020. The scale of
the rise in hooch incidents and deaths should set alarm
bells ringing about the inability of the administration in
curbing the black market in liquor sales and consump-
tion. Mr. Kumar insists that the success of prohibition is
only a matter of implementation of the law and in a way
has blamed the deaths on the ignorance of those who
consumed spurious liquor. But the fact that these
deaths persist should alert the government to the mis-
givings with the idea of total prohibition as a magic bul-
let in a State marked by weaknesses in institutions and
low overall human development.

Keepi@e faith

Following WHO approval, Bharat Biotech
must prioritise global supply

ollowing months of speculation, the World Health
F Organization (WHO) has granted Emergency Use
Listing (EUL) to Covaxin, manufactured by Bharat
Biotech. This now allows the vaccine’s better availabili-
ty in many more countries, particularly via global
groupings such as Covax. One of WHO’s key aims is to
have at least 40% of people in all countries vaccinated
by the year-end — a tall order as the latest estimates sug-
gest that only around 1% of people in low-income coun-
tries have received their jabs. Seventy countries are yet
to vaccinate 10% of their populations, and 30 countries
— including much of Africa — have vaccinated fewer
than 2%. In Latin America, only one in four of the pop-
ulation has received a vaccine dose, according to The
British Medical Journal. Covaxin is an indigenous, inac-
tivated whole-virion vaccine that has been developed
based on well-established protocols. This has meant
that it was put on the regulatory speed belt at nearly ev-
ery stage, the most significant being its emergency ap-
proval by India’s drug regulators without any published
phase-3 efficacy data. The ostensible reason for the
haste was that India needed a low-cost indigenous vac-

cine that could be quickly administered to many.
Though Bharat Biotech has years of experience in
producing crores of vaccines, the scale of quickly ramp-
ing up Covaxin supply has so far been beyond its capac-
ity. In no month, since July, has Bharat Biotech actually
delivered on its promised supply of vaccine, and even
after over 107 crore shots have been administered, only
around 12% have received Covaxin; many in India have
been vaccinated with Covishield. Moreover, before the
Centre agreed to take over 75% of the public supply, Co-
vaxin offered no cost advantage — and in some instanc-
es was costlier — than Covishield. Bharat Biotech ho-
wever moved to quickly get WHO’s approval for its
vaccine under its emergency listing process, in July. But
unlike the rapid-fire clearance by India’s Central Drugs
Standard Control Organization, WHO’s evaluation pro-
cess has turned out to be considerably more involved.
WHO cleared the AstraZeneca (Covishield) vaccine in
four weeks but that Covaxin has required over 20 weeks
— especially in a climate where much of the world is
desperate — raises several questions. Bharat Biotech is

Charting a trade route after the MCI2

An upbeat global trade scenario provides an ideal setting for Trade Ministers to correct iniquitous rules and provisions

BISWAJIT DHAR

he World Trade Organization
T(WTO)’S 12th  Ministerial

Conference (MC12) is being
convened in Geneva, Switzerland
at the end of this month, a year-
and-a-half after it was scheduled to
be held in Kazakhstan (June 2020,
but postponed due to the novel co-
ronavirus pandemic). The MCI2 is
being held at an important junc-
ture when the global trade scena-
rio is quite upbeat.

The outlook

Recent WTO estimates show that
global trade volumes could ex-
pand by almost 11% in 2021, and by
nearly 5% in 2022, and could sta-
bilise at a level higher than the pre-
COVID-19 trend (https://
bit.ly/3EQTO55). The buoyancy in
trade volumes has played an im-
portant role in supporting growth
in economies such as India where
domestic demand has not yet
picked up sufficiently. Therefore,
these favourable tidings provide
an ideal setting for the Trade Mi-
nisters from the WTO member-
states to revisit trade rules and to
agree on a work programme for
the organisation, which can help
maintain the momentum in trade
growth.

But above all, the MC12 needs to
consider how in these good times
for trade, the economically weak-
er countries “can secure a share in
the growth in international trade
commensurate with the needs of
their economic development’, an
objective that is mandated by the
Marrakesh Agreement Establish-
ing the World Trade Organization.

Does the run-up to the MCI12
provide any evidence that the glo-
bal trading system can be slightly
less iniquitous than it has been?
The answer lies in the possible

outcomes in some of the areas that
are currently witnessing intense
negotiations. These include adop-
tion of WTO rules on electronic
commerce, investment facilita-
tion, and fisheries subsidies. But
there is one issue that surmounts
all others, namely, the WTO’s res-
ponse to demands that technolo-
gies necessary for producing vac-
cines, medicines, and other
medical products for COVID-19
treatment should be available
without the restrictions imposed
by intellectual property rights
(IPRs).

IPRs and vaccine issue

From the very outset of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic it had become
clear that IPRs protected using the
provisions of the WTO Agreement
on Trade-Related Aspects of Intel-
lectual Property Rights (TRIPS) are
formidable barriers to ensuring
equitable access to vaccines. Phar-
maceutical companies controlling
the global markets have used mo-
nopoly rights granted by their IPRs
to deny developing countries ac-
cess to technologies and know-
how, thus undermining the possi-
bility of production of vaccines in
these countries. The involvement
of developing countries in vaccine
production could have increased
supplies of affordable vaccines to
the low-income countries. Availa-
bility of vaccines remains a critical
problem in these countries even
after a year since the first dose of
COVID-19 vaccine was adminis-
tered. Recent statistics show that
until now, a mere 4.1% of the pop-
ulation in low-income countries
have received at least one dose of
the vaccine
(https://bit.ly/3mKDkSG).

To remedy this situation, India
and South Africa had tabled a pro-
posal in the WTO in October 2020,
for waiving enforcement of several
forms of IPRs on “health products
and technologies including diag-
nostics, therapeutics, vaccines,
medical devices ... and their meth-
ods and means of manufacture”
useful for COVID-19 treatment. By
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doing so, barriers created by IPRs
to timely access to affordable med-
ical products could be removed.
This proposal, supported by near-
ly two-thirds of the organisation’s
membership, was opposed by the
developed countries batting for
their corporates. However, after
the Joe Biden Administration in
the United States lent limited sup-
port to the India-South Africa pro-
posal, there was a glimmer of
hope that WTO members would
agree to lift restrictions on access
to technologies for COVID-19 vac-
cines and medicines; at least by
the MCI12. The unfortunate reality
of the current discussions is that
an outcome supporting affordable
access to COVID-19 vaccines and
medicines looks distant. A further
confirmation of this possibly came
from the WTO Director General,
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, when in her
recent musings on the MCI12 in The
Economist, she was completely si-
lent on this issue.

Fisheries, e-commerce
Although discussions on fisheries
subsidies have been hanging fire
for a long time, there is considera-
ble push for an early conclusion of
an agreement to rein in these sub-
sidies. However, the current drafts
on this issue are completely unba-
lanced as they do not provide the
wherewithal to rein in large-scale
commercial fishing that are de-
pleting fish stocks the world over,
and at the same time, are threaten-
ing the livelihoods of small fisher-
men in countries such as India.

In recent months, the proposal
by the members of the Organisa-

tion for Economic Co-operation
and Development and the G-20
members to introduce global mini-
mum taxes on digital companies
has made headlines. But in the
WTO, most of these countries have
been investing their negotiating
capital to facilitate the expansion
of e-commerce firms. Discussions
on e-commerce are being held in
the WTO since 1998 (https://
bit.ly/302dkgf), after the adoption
of the Ministerial Declaration on
Global Electronic Commerce whe-
rein WTO members agreed to
“continue their ... practice of not
imposing customs duties on elec-
tronic transmissions”. The more
substantive outcome was the deci-
sion to “establish a comprehensive
work programme” taking into “ac-
count the economic, financial, and
development needs of developing
countries”.

Fast forward to the discussions
in 2021, and a key focus of the 1998
e-commerce work programme,
namely “development needs of
developing countries”, is entirely
missing from the text document
that is the basis for the current ne-
gotiations. On the negotiating ta-
ble are issues relating to the liber-
alisation of the goods and services
trade, and of course guarantee for
free flow of data across interna-
tional boundaries, all aimed at fa-
cilitating expansion of businesses
of e-commerce firms. In fact, the
decision on a moratorium on the
imposition of import duties
agreed to in 1998 has become the
basis for a push towards compre-
hensive trade liberalisation — a
perfectly logical way forward, gi-
ven that the sole objective of the
negotiations on e-commerce is to
facilitate expansion of e-com-
merce firms.

Divisions over investment

Complementing the current focus
of the WTO to promote the global
interests of oligopolies is the initia-
tive for the adoption of an invest-
ment facilitation agreement. Inclu-
sion of substantive provisions on
investment in the WTO has been

one of the more divisive issues. In
2001, the Doha Ministerial Decla-
ration had included a work pro-
gramme on investment (https://
bit.ly/3bJSeWw), but it was soon
taken off the table as developing
countries were opposed to its con-
tinuation because the discussions
were geared to expanding the
rights of foreign investors through
amultilateral agreement on invest-
ment. An investment facilitation
has reintroduced the old agenda
of concluding such an investment
agreement. The proponents have
been careful not to load the agen-
da by seeking substantial commit-
ments from the Government to
promote the interests of foreign in-
vestors, but it should be clear even
to the uninitiated that the ultimate
objective is to bind host govern-
ments into a multilaterally agreed
commitment to comprehensively
protect investor interests.

One-sided negotiations

Besides the bias in favour of global
oligopolies, the current negotiat-
ing processes in the WTO are fun-
damentally flawed. The negotia-
tions on e-commerce and
investment facilitation are being
conducted not by a mandate given
by the entire membership of the
WTO in a transparent manner that
are also consistent with the objec-
tives of the WTO. Instead, these
negotiations owe their origins to
the so-called “Joint Statement In-
itiatives” (JSI) in which a section of
the membership has developed
the agenda with a view to produc-
ing agreements in the WTO. This
will then be offered to the rest of
the membership on a “take-it-or-
leave-it” basis. This entire process
is “detrimental to the very exis-
tence of a rule-based multilateral
trading system under the WTO”,
as India and South Africa have for-
cefully argued in a submission
against the JSIs early this year
(https://bit.ly/2ZXN5XV).

Biswajit Dhar is Professor of Economics at
the Jawaharlal Nehru University,
New Delhi

The right time for India to have its own climate law

The country’s existing laws are inadequate in dealing with climate change; India’s situation is also unique

NEHA SINHA

s the world watches the Un-
Aited Nations Climate Change

Conference (COP26, from
October 31 to November 12, 2021),
the most important climate sum-
mit in years at Glasgow, Scotland,
India has said it wants to be a part
of the climate solution.

The Indian proposals

Prime Minister Narendra Modi an-
nounced, on November 1 at Glas-
gow, a ‘Panchamrit solution’
which aims at reducing fossil fuel
dependence and carbon intensity
(reduce one billion tonnes of total
projected carbon emissions by
2030), and ramping up its renewa-
ble energy share to 50% by 2030.
Glasgow is important as it will call
for practical implementation of
the 2015 Paris Accord, setting the
rules for the Accord. And as the
world recovers from the biological
and environmental stresses of the
COVID-19 pandemic and natural
disasters, climate change has also
become personal.

Union Minister of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change Bhu-
pender Yadav has reasserted the
call for the promised $100 billion a
year as support (from the deve-
loped world to the developing
world) but as we consider new
energy pathways, we must also
consider the question of climate
hazard, nature-based solutions
and national accountability.
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This is the right time for India to
mull setting up a climate law while
staying true to its goals of climate
justice, carbon space and environ-
mental protection. There are a few
reasons for this.

Current laws and gaps

Which law covers climate? First,
our existing laws are not adequate
to deal with climate change. We
have for example the Environment
(Protection) Act (EPA), 1986, the
Air (Prevention and Control of Pol-
lution) Act, 1981 and Water (Pre-
vention and Control of Pollution)
Act, 1974. Yet, climate is not exact-
ly water or air. Which law would
cover the impacts of a cyclone, for
instance or work to reduce future
climate impacts? And neither are
we ready to tackle environmental/
climate violations. The Environ-
ment (Protection) Act is grossly in-
adequate to deal with violations
on climate. Clause 24 of the Act,
“Effect of Other Laws”, states that
if an offence is committed under
the EPA or any other law, the per-
son will be punished under the
other law (for example, Code of
Criminal Procedure). This makes
the EPA subordinate to every oth-
er law.

Second, there is a need to inte-
grate climate action — adaptation
and mitigation — and monitor pro-
gress. Comprehensive climate ac-
tion is not just technological (such
as changing energy sources or car-
bon intensity), but also nature-
based (such as emphasising resto-
ration of ecosystems, reducing
natural hazard and increasing car-
bon sinks.)

Finally, India’s situation is un-
ique. Climate action cannot come
by furthering sharpening divides
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or exacerbating poverty, and this
includes our stated renewable
energy goals. The 500 Gigawatt by
2030 goal for renewable, solar or
wind power for example (of in-
stalled power capacity from non-
fossil sources), can put critically
endangered grassland and desert
birds such as the Great Indian Bus-
tard at risk, as they die on collision
with wires in the desert.

Create a commission

A climate law could consider two
aspects. One, creating an institu-
tion that monitors action plans for
climate change. A ‘Commission on
Climate Change’ could be set up,
with the power and the authority
to issue directions, and oversee
implementation of plans and pro-
grammes on climate.

The Commission could have
quasi-judicial powers with powers
of a civil court to ensure that its di-
rections are followed in letter and
spirit. It should be assisted by a
technical committee which can
advise the commission in the dis-
charge of its functions as well as
guide various private and public
agencies in meeting their climate-
related obligations. As an exam-
ple, the commission could look at
agencies or institutions that have a
disproportionate impact on cli-

mate or environment, and suggest
lower energy pathways that are ad-
hered to.

Tracing carbon footprints

What, for example, is the carbon
footprint of a single activity from
start to finish? We have the Bureau
of Energy Efficiency, but we also
need overall carbon efficiency that
looks beyond electronics. How
could intelligent interventions be
made for reduction of footprints,
along with common sense, and
practical public health interven-
tions which are unaccounted for
so far? In a recent case in the Na-
tional Green Tribunal it was re-
vealed that the National Thermal
Power Corporation did not even
cover coal wagons with tarpaulin
on railways, decades after envi-
ronmental clearances were grant-
ed in 1999, in Chhattisgarh. In
2020, the Supreme Court passed
an order directing for the wagons
to be covered within a month’s
time. There will be eventual emis-
sions by coal use. But there is also
the issue of respirable coal dust
that is spewed into the air through
irresponsible transportation.

As of now, many environmental
mediations remain glaringly ha-
phazard. The ban on plastic bags
in Delhi is a failure because plastic
bag substitutes were never really
pushed at scale by the under-
staffed environment department.
A plastic bag ban to succeed in one
State requires a similar commit-
ment from neighbouring States. A
nation-wide intervention here, led
by a Climate Commission, consi-
dering substitutes at scale for plas-
tic-based products (which are de-
rived from petroleum) and looking
at both innovation and implemen-

tation, would be useful.

Need for accountability

Second, we need a system of liabil-
ity and accountability at short-,
medium- and long-term levels as
we face hazards. This also means
having a legally enforceable Na-
tional Climate Change Plan that
goes beyond just policy guide-
lines. Are climate vagaries acts of
god, or do certain actions exacer-
bate them? In an order of the Na-
tional Green Tribunal in 2016, the
court examined the damage
caused when floods occurred in
2013 in Pauri, Uttarakhand. When
Srinagar dam  (Uttarakhand)
opened its sluice gates, muck
created 8-foot tall deposits, des-
troying property and fields.

While muck is not hazardous,
the handling of the dam — espe-
cially in a mountainous area in the
face of climate events — created se-
rious damage. The court held the
damage was not an ‘Act of God’
and invoked the Principle of No
Fault liability. The Alaknanda Hy-
dro Power Company was asked by
the Tribunal to pay more than 39
crore in damages. But all this was
after the disaster. A Climate Com-
mission could ideally prevent such
gross negligence in fragile areas
and fix accountability if it arises.

We have an urgent moral imper-
ative to tackle climate change and
reduce its worst impacts. But we
also should Indianise the process
by bringing in a just and effective
law — with guts, a spine, a heart,
and, most importantly, teeth.

Neha Sinha is a conservation biologist and
author of ‘Wild and Wilful: Tales of 15
Iconic Indian Species’. The views
expressed are personal

Going door to door

The door-to-door
vaccination plan touted by
the Prime Minister now was

chances of contamination
as during door-to-door
inoculation, the vaccine
container will be taken out

sounding political slogan
used by the ruling
dispensation. It is unlikely
the Election Commission of

Indian. In fact she spoke for
the whole of humanity.

Her love for her village and
the country through a

intervals, only to forget
them later.

P.R.V. RAJA,
Pandalam, Kerala
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minimal presence or
absence of the authorities

universal outlook is
magnificent. She not only
represented youngsters but
also large sections of
right-thinking people. Her
contempt for empty
promises by leaders is clear
when she said, “None of
what we discuss today is
practical for me.”

This should be a lesson and
sound caution for all
leaders who repeat the
same promises at regular

at each house, which could
affect its efficacy”. This was
reported in April 2021. How
things change suddenly
now is a different question
as going door to door seems
to be with some political
benefit in mind. “Har Ghar
Dastak” (Knocking at every
door”) accompanied by
another slogan, “Har Ghar
Tika, Ghar Ghar Tika
(Vaccine at every door
step”) is akin to a similar

long overdue. However, in
an affidavit to the Bombay
High Court, the
Government had said: “In
case of Any Adverse Event
Following Immunisation,
case management may not
be proper and there will be
delay in reaching the health
facility and challenges in
maintaining protocol of
observation of patients for
30 minutes after
vaccination. There were

India can make any
intervention as the
programme is aligned to
preventing the spread of a
virus.

N. NAGARAJAN,
Secunderabad

and agencies concerned
emboldened people which
caused nuisance and
hardship to the sick, the
elderly, children and even
animals. The deterioration
in air quality was terrible
and motorists had a very
difficult time. High-decibel
crackers were set off late
into the night, making a
mockery of the orders.

V. JOHAN DHANAKUMAR,
Chennai

no novice to WHO’s clearance process and would surely
be aware of all the requirements. While Covaxin’s EUL
may now ease foreign travel for a fraction of Indians,
there is a real need to know why, in spite of Bharat Bio-
tech’s claims that it had furnished the required data
whenever demanded, this approval took the time it did.
With Covaxin close to being approved for children
there will be significant demand now for this popula-
tion segment; however, the company must work to im-
prove its manufacturing supply and contribute to a larg-
er share of the vaccines globally administered.

Gone with the wind

It is unfortunate that the
Supreme Court of India’s
orders with regard to the
bursting of crackers during
the Deepavali festival
celebrations were followed
more in their gross breach
than in strict adherence.
The banning of serial
crackers and fixing of
specified timings were
violated with impunity. The

»

Powerful speech

The speech by the
14-year-old Tiruvannamalai
girl, Vinisha Umashankar,
at COP26 in Glasgow
evoked pride in every
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A missing baby and a flustered state

A mother’s search for her baby who was snatched away by her parents and given up for adoption has snowballed into a political controversy and triggered
discussions on women’s choice. R.K. Roshni reports on a case that has put the Kerala Police, the Kerala State Council for Child Welfare and the CPI(M) in a tight spot

dran, 22, aggrieved and angry,
stood outside the Kerala Secreta-
riat holding a poster. “Keralame... Lajjik-
ku! (Shame on you, Kerala!)” read the
letters in red against a black back-
ground. Anupama was one among the
many desperate people who often stand
outside the building in the hope that
their voices will be heard. But a crowd
driven by curiosity had gathered
around her because her case was novel.
The young woman was seeking the whe-
reabouts of her child who she claims
was forcibly separated from her by her
parents when he was just three days old
and given up for adoption without her
consent.
This personal case has blown up into
a political controversy, for Anupama’s
parents are no ordinary people. Her
father, P.S. Jayachandran, is a local
Communist Party of India (Marxist)
leader and her grandfather a former
State committee member of the CPI(M).
It has also led to discussions about a wo-
man’s agency and choice — Anupama
had the baby boy with her partner who
was married to someone else. The case,
which weaves together familial, social,
political, and legal issues, has put the
Pinarayi Vijayan government in a tight
spot over the last few weeks.

Two weeks ago, Anupama S. Chan-

A controversial relationship
Anupama, a former leader of the Stu-
dents’ Federation of India, gave birth to
a baby boy on October 19, 2020. Her
partner, Ajith Kumar B., is a former
leader of the Democratic Youth Federa-
tion of India. Both of them used to live
in the Peroorkada area of Thiruvanan-
thapuram.

Anupama’s family came to know
about her relationship with Ajith and
the pregnancy only when she left home
to be with him in the beginning of Sep-
tember. Her parents balked at the move
as Ajith, a Dalit Christian, was a married
man. They persuaded her to return
home, especially since she was in the
eighth month of pregnancy. But once
Anupama was home, her parents did
not allow her to contact Ajith.

Soon, there was also talk about an
abortion. Anupama says she was made
to undergo a scan to confirm the preg-
nancy. She was then taken to a hospital
at Manjeri in Malappuram where a doc-
tor ruled out abortion, but said the de-
livery could be advanced and the baby
given up for adoption if she wished.
Anupama refused this option. While in
hospital, she contracted COVID-19 and
was shifted to a COVID-19 centre. With
her family not around to keep a watch
on her, Anupama took the opportunity
to get in touch with Ajith who promptly
reached Malappuram to pick her up.
Anupama’s parents once again pleaded
with her to return home. They pro-
mised her that she could have her child
after her sister’s wedding was solem-
nised in 10 days, she says.

But back in Thiruvananthapuram,
Jayachandran and his wife Smitha James
changed tack again. Less than a week la-
ter, Anupama was taken to a hospital in
Kayamkulam in Alappuzha district and
an attempt was made to convince her
that the baby she was carrying had
health issues and was unlikely to sur-
vive. Anupama alleges that during her
pregnancy, Jayachandran hit her whe-
never she implored him to allow her to
speak to Ajith and kept harping on
Ajith’s caste. At the fag end of her preg-
nancy, she was mentally and physically
harassed, she says, but remained stoic
for the sake of her child.

On October 18, Anupama was admit-
ted to a hospital in Kattakada, not far
from Thiruvananthapuram city. There,
she tested positive for COVID-19 again.
Her mother told her that the doctors
had advised her to have the child
through cesarean section. The next day,
Anupama gave birth to a baby boy.
Three days later, she was discharged
from the hospital. But instead of being
taken home, she was driven to her fath-
er’s friend’s house. En route, her father,
who was in another car, stopped the car
she was travelling in and took the baby
away from her. Anupama, still recover-
ing from childbirth and COVID-19, tried
to protest, but her father covered her
mouth and hit her, she says, even as her
mother grabbed the baby and put him
inside Jayachandran’s car. That was the
last time Anupama saw her baby.

The next morning, Smitha told Anu-
pama that the baby would be kept away
from her until her sister’s wedding was
solemnised. “I was assured that the fa-
mily would not hurt him and would let
me meet him,” Anupama says. Anupa-
ma was shifted to her grandmother’s
house in Thodupuzha. Once in a while,
she was taken to Ernakulam for a coun-
selling session. Through all this, she
kept asking about her child but was not
given any answer. She was brought back
to Thiruvananthapuram in time for her
sister’s wedding on February 4. A reluc-
tant Anupama then accompanied the fa-
mily to distribute wedding invites. No
one could have suspected anything was
wrong.
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The day before the wedding, Anupa-
ma, now desperate and losing hope, got
hold of her grandmother’s phone, told
Ajith about their boy, and asked him to
come by the house two days later. When
Ajith reached her house, he was threa-
tened and told that Anupama did not
want to meet him. His divorce had been
finalised by then; yet Anupama’s family
remained firm that she could not go
with him. Later, she came to know that
Ajith had been summoned to the police
station five or six times and threatened.

Soon, Anupama was back at her
grandmother’s house in Thodupuzha.
She was told she would not get her child
back and was threatened with incarcer-
ation in a mental health institution.
Anupama managed to flee the house on
March 19. She and Ajith intensified their
efforts to trace their child. On April 19,
she filed a complaint with the Peroorka-
da police, but no FIR was registered. On
April 21, the couple was shocked to
learn that Jayachandran had told the
police that he had given away the child
legally.

The desperate search for a child
On April 19, the same day she filed a
complaint with the Peroorkada police,
Anupama handed over a letter to CPI(M)
district secretary Anavoor Nagappan
and CPI(M) leader Jayan Babu, with a
copy to the party State committee, seek-
ing action against her parents. On April
22, Anupama got in touch with the Dis-
trict Child Welfare Committee (CWC)
through videoconference, stated her
case, and forwarded the relevant docu-
ments. The CWC chairperson told her
later that there was no point in submit-
ting a complaint. The CWC could do so-
mething only after the police located
the child, the chairperson said.

A frustrated Anupama then met with
the State Police chief, Loknath Behera,
on April 29, who directed that a case be
registered under the Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of Children) Act (JJ
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Act). However, no action was taken. Af-
ter an agonising wait of two months, the
couple finally submitted a complaint to
the Chief Minister’s Office on July 12.

It was in the last week of July, says
Anupama, that the police handed over a
consent letter produced by her father
for her to read. The consent letter, alleg-
edly signed by her, said that Anupama
was not equipped to look after the child
and was voluntarily handing him over.

Anupama says the letter dates back to
October 15, 2020, when her parents and
two others asked her to sign on a stamp
paper. When Anupama insisted on
reading the document before signing it,
she was hit and threatened with grie-
vous injury to the child in her womb
and her signatures were forcibly taken.

In the first week of August 2021, some
10 months after she had had her child,
Anupama found out from a police offic-
er that her father had given up the child
for the Kerala State Council for Child
Welfare’s ‘Ammathottil’ electronic cra-
dle. The scheme was instituted as a
“means of providing better life condi-
tions for the destitute, abandoned and
relinquished children.” The police offic-
er had also learned from the District
CWC that two children had been given
to the cradle on October 22 night. The
gender of one of them had been wrong-
ly registered as female and then correct-
ed. Anupama is incredulous that a spe-
cialised adoption agency would commit
such a grave error. “What about the doc-
tor examining the child for the first time
at the hospital? Will they not investigate
if the child is a boy or a girl,” she asks.

The couple rushed to the CWC the
same day. They were told that one of the
children had been given in adoption but
the other was still at the council. Anupa-
ma was told she could meet the child
and also apply for a DNA test if she
wished. Anupama went in to see her
child but came out confused and disap-
pointed. She did not believe that the
child was hers. To be sure, she applied
for a DNA test; the result confirmed her
suspicion. When Anupama expressed
the possibility that the child given away
for adoption was hers, a CWC member
told her that there was no point in ap-
proaching the court as she would not

get the child back.

Discouraged, thwarted at every turn,
and made to run from pillar to post for
months to get back her child, Anupama
went public with her predicament a few
days later. Within days, the police regis-
tered an FIR against Jayachandran,
Smitha, their elder daughter and son-in-
law, and two others based on a com-
plaint made by Anupama to the new
State Police chief a month ago.

Not only the police, but the Kerala
State Council for Child Welfare where
Jayachandran said he had left Anupa-
ma’s child is also under a cloud now.
Anupama has alleged that the council
abetted the adoption process. Ajith had
visited the council in October last year
after seeing an advertisement about a
child being found at the council, she
says. He had met the council’s general
secretary Shiju Khan J.S., but Shiju did
not do anything to help him.

Jayachandran had earlier claimed
that the child had been left in the Am-
mathottil with Anupama’s consent. He
had also claimed that the child had been
taken to the council through a judicial
mechanism that ensured his protection.
Anupama counters these claims. “If my
child was surrendered to the CWC, then
due legal steps should have been fol-
lowed,” she says. The Minister for Wo-
men and Child Development, Veena Ge-
orge, has also said that the child was not
surrendered to the CWC.

A letter, purportedly from a section
of employees of the council to the Chief
Minister who is the president of the
council, alleges that on the night in
question, the Ammathottil was not
functioning. Jayachandran brought the
child to the council with Shiju’s know-
ledge and handed him over to a nurse
on duty. The child was taken to a hospi-
tal for a check-up and the child’s gender
was registered as female. The motive
behind the gender change and the cor-
rection is suspect, says Anupama, but
Shiju argues that all the legal proce-
dures were followed by the council.

In a tight spot

Meanwhile, with the case grabbing the
headlines, the CPI(M) found itself in an
embarrassing position. It has scrambled

Anupama S. Chandran and her partner Ajith Kumar B. protest outside the Kerala Secretariat two weeks ago. (Below): The Kerala State Council for Child Welfare where Anupama's father, P.S. Jayachandran, left the

to contain the political fallout of the
adoption scandal. The Congress-led Un-
ited Democratic Front as well as the
Bharatiya Janata Party have said that the
episode has undermined the CPI(M)’s
credibility as a pro-women party.

Many communist leaders have been
critical of the manner in which the issue
has been dealt with. Revolutionary Mar-
xist Party leader K.K. Rema, who moved
an adjournment motion on the issue,
accused the CPI(M) apparatchiks of
abetting the crime to “protect the fami-
ly’s twisted sense of honour”. CPI(M)
Polit Bureau member Brinda Karat
called the incident an “honour crime”
and a wrong of “immense... propor-
tion.” But her intervention at the Chief
Minister’s level to reunite the parents
and child failed. CPI(M) central commit-
tee member P.K. Sreemathy also admit-
ted that her efforts to rope in the Chief
Minister’s Office to help the mother
trace her child yielded no result.

In a damage-control exercise, the go-
vernment ordered a probe into the pro-
cedures and timeline of events since the
child was received at the council. The
Women and Child Development Depart-
ment, which is the State Adoption Re-
source Agency, filed a petition in the fa-
mily court on Anupama’s demand for
the return of her child before the court
passed final orders on the adoption.
Veena George said the case was rare and
complicated, and the mother would get
justice. The party went silent on its ear-
lier position that neither the CWC nor
the police had erred in the matter.

Anupama is happy about the support
she has received but she is also cau-
tious. Had the CPI(M) acted at the out-
set, her child would not have been given
up for adoption, she says. Anavoor says
that a letter from Anupama to Kodiyeri
Balakrishnan, former CPI(M) State se-
cretary, was forwarded to the district of-
fice in the first week of September this
year. Following its receipt, Jayachan-
dran was asked to return the child to his
daughter. It was then that he revealed
that the child had been left in the Am-
mathottil. Following this, Anupama was
advised to take the legal route to get her
child back, and assured of necessary
support by the party.

Anupama says that even amid all the
claims of support, the party has conti-
nued to speak out against Ajith. Ana-
voor says the party cannot condone
Ajith entering into a relationship with
Anupama when he was still married to
someone else. Jayachandran had
brought the matter to his attention and
sought the party’s intervention, he says.
Ajith’s father, who was a party area
committee secretary, was asked to dis-
suade his son from pursuing this rela-
tionship. The party remains firm on this
stance, he says.

The party position has brought into
the spotlight questions about a woman’s
choice against the background of pre-
vailing moral and social norms. Anupa-
ma’s struggle has struck a chord with
many, especially the youth who have
been dismayed at the lengths to which

her parents have gone to separate the
mother from her child. Activist P.E. Usha
says, “The family is not above the rights of
a citizen. How can a man offer up his
grandchild for adoption just because he
disapproves of his daughter’s choice of a
partner? The issue at stake is Anupama
and her choice.”

The question at the core of the case
The family court has stayed the adoption
proceedings after Anupama argued that
the child was put up for adoption against
her will and her consent had been ob-
tained through illegal means. The court
also said that the CWC, which Anupama
alleged had refused to return the baby on
the ground that the adoption procedures
were already in motion, could decide on a
DNA test to determine the biological pa-
rentage of the child, besides adjudicating
on whether the baby had been aban-
doned or surrendered.

The lack of clarity on whether the child
was abandoned or surrendered with Anu-
pama’s consent is at the core of this case.
The procedures to be followed in the case
will be guided by this fact, which is for the
police to probe. If the child was left at the
council by the grandfather without any
substantial reason, it could attract the
provisions of Section 75 of the JJ Act,
which reads: “Whoever, having the actual
charge of, or control over, a child, as-
saults, abandons, abuses, exposes or wil-
fully neglects the child or causes or pro-
cures the child to be assaulted,
abandoned, abused, exposed, or neglect-
ed in a manner likely to cause such child
unnecessary mental or physical suffering,
shall be punishable with imprisonment
for a term which may extend to three
years or with fine of one lakh rupees or
with both.”

Questions are also being raised about
the role of the Child Welfare Council, a re-
gistered society under the Travancore-
Cochin Literary, Scientific and Charitable
Societies Registration Act, and the large
amounts allocated to it by the govern-
ment at a time when the CWC, a quasi-
judicial body created under the law, exist-
ed. The CWC can conduct an inquiry and
give directions to the police or the District
Child Protection Unit, but its alleged fai-
lure to follow due procedure when ap-
proached by Anupama has raised eye-
brows. Usha alleges that Jayachandran
used the government machinery for a cri-
minal act, knowing well that his daughter
was opposed to giving up the child. “The
complications that have arisen are owing
to failure of these agencies to follow pro-
cedure. Whether the council and the
CWC hastened the adoption procedures
to avoid any claim to the child needs to be
investigated,” says a senior lawyer.

While Anupama’s chances of getting
her child back seem brighter in view of
the concerns over procedural lapses and
the government throwing its weight be-
hind her, the court’s final verdict will be
eagerly awaited. And awaited not just by
her and Ajith but by an entire State which
has been keenly following this case about
a mother’s quiet determination to find
her child.
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‘Duty cuts, stock limits
helped curtail oil prices’

Apart from the cuts in duties
and cesses, the Centre had
used stock limits to help
control prices of both edible
oils and pulses this year, us-
ing the provisions of the Es-
sential Commodities Act.

The amendments to the
Act, which were passed by
Parliament last year but sus-
pended by the Supreme
Court in January due to op-
position by farm unions,
would not have allowed the
imposition of stock limits gi-
ven the current rate of price
hikes.

Extraordinary times
“These are extraordinary
times. Global commodity
prices are extremely high.
COVID-19 is a major factor,
disrupting supply chains,
closing down industry,” Mr.
Pandey said.

“There is insufficient la-
bour in the oil production
industry in many countries.
Given the extraordinary cir-
cumstances, it is right to in-
voke this,” he said explain-
ing why the Government

had chosen to use the same
legal provisions it had
sought to remove through
last year’s amendments.

The retail prices of most
major cooking oils were 35-
45% higher than a year ago.
However, a clear decline in
prices was seen in Delhi
from the beginning of the
week till the Deepavali eve,
with prices falling ¥5-10 a kg
over the three-day period.

Some smaller centres saw
even greater declines, such
as the 18 a kg fall in palm oil
in Aligarh and the 320 a kg
fall in sunflower oil prices in
Meghalaya.

Nationally, the palm oil
prices fell about 1.45 a kg,
while soybean oil increased
the same amount.

Mustard oil, which ac-
counted for 11% of the dom-
estic consumption, saw a
%2.29 akgincrease in prices,
although Mr. Pandey hoped
that the 12-15% increase in
mustard acreage this winter
season would cool down
prices once the harvest
comes in.

Phizer says COVID-19 pill
cuts death risk by 90%

Patients taking the compa-
ny’s drug along with anoth-
er antiviral had an 89% re-
duction in their combined
rate of hospitalisation or
death after a month, com-
pared with patients taking
a dummy pill. Fewer than
1% of patients taking the
drug needed to be hospital-
ised and no one died. In
the comparison group, 7%
were hospitalised and
there were seven deaths.

Study participants were
unvaccinated, with mild-
to-moderate COVID-19, and
were considered high risk
for hospitalisation due to
health problems like obesi-
ty, diabetes or heart dis-
ease.

Treatment began within

U.S. vaccines
reach due to

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar had then tra-
velled to the U.S. to discuss
U.S. supplies during the se-
cond wave of the pandemic.
Subsequently, after U.S.
Vice-President Kamala Har-
ris spoke to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the U.S. of-
fered India a batch of Mo-
derna vaccines through the
COVAX network in June.

The  shipment was
stopped at the last minute,
however, as Indian Embassy
officials declined to sign in-
demnity clauses.

Asked about the lack of
progress, at least two of the
U.S. vaccine manufacturers
told The Hindu that they are
still in talks with New Delhi
on indemnity.

“We are in ongoing dis-
cussions with the Govern-
ment of India to accelerate
availability of the Johnson &
Johnson COVID-19 vaccine.
It is premature for us to
speculate on the timing of
our vaccine deliveries,” a
spokesperson for J&J told
The Hindu in an email.

Under the Quad agree-
ment that was reached bet-
ween Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and U.S. President
Joseph Biden, America will

three to five days of initial
symptoms, and lasted for :

five days.

Once Pfizer applies for
Emergency Use Authorisa- :
tion, the FDA could make a :
decision within weeks or
months. Pfizer reported :
few details on side effects
but said rates of problems :
were similar between the

groups at about 20%.

An independent group ‘:
of medical experts moni- :
toring the trial recom-
mended stopping it early, :
standard procedure when
interim results show such a :
The data :
have not yet been pu- :
blished for outside review, :
the normal process for vet- :
ting new medical research. :

clear benefit.

still out of

indemnity

partially fund the produc-
tion of one billion J&] vac-
cines by the Hyderabad-
based Biological E.

Biological E declined to
comment on plans for the
vaccine’s distribution, but a
government official told The
Hindu that the Quad initia-
tive at present is only “ex-
port-oriented” as it is meant
for South-East Asian coun-
tries, and any domestic In-
dian distribution would de-
pend on the liability issue
being resolved.

No breakthrough
Separately, a representative
for Pfizer also confirmed
that indemnity talks are on-
going but there has been no
breakthrough yet.

“In markets that do not
have the legal or legislative
protections that are availa-
ble in the United States, we
work with governments to
find mutually agreeable so-
lutions, including contrac-
tual indemnity clauses,”
said Pfizer’s global media re-
lations head for Asia, Roma
Nair.

(With inputs from Sriram
Lakshman in Washington
and Bindu Shajan Perappa-
dan in New Delhi)

Stubble burning impacts
[ung health, says study

There was decline in lung
function with increase in
PM2.5 concentration
across all age groups even
after controlling for several
other exposure variables,
such as the influence of
cooking fuel, ventilation,
and distance from road.
The authors reported a 10-
14% decline in lung func-
tion in men and nearly 15-
18% decline in women
across all age categories.

CM
K

The study, authored by
researchers at The Energy
Resources Institute, Delhi
has contributions from ex-
perts from the All India In-
stitute of Medical Sciences,
Delhi, and the Punjab Agri-
cultural University.

The findings, which
have not been peer re-
viewed as yet, appear on
the website of the CPCB,
which has supported the

study.
»

CM Nitish Kumar vows stern action against those responsible for the sale of spurious liquor

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

PATNA

The death toll in the latest
hooch tragedy in Bihar
climbed to 33 on Friday. Ar-
rests were made and officials
punished in connection with
the sale of spurious liquor,
even as Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar called for a fresh
campaign to dissuade people
from drinking alcohol in the
dry State.

However, officials in West
Champaran and Gopalganj
districts claimed only 25 of
the deaths could be con-
firmed as having been
caused by the consumption
of spurious liquor.

In West Champaran, al-
leged hooch trader Ram Pra-
kash Ram (50), besides Dha-
ni Lal Ram (40), Jhakkad
Paswan (64) and Vikas Ram
(25), died in hospital. They
were residents of Dakshin
Telhua village in the Nautan
police station limits, where
local people consumed liqu-
or on the eve of Deepavali.

Pranav Kumar Pravin, De-
puty Inspector-General of
Police, Champaran Range,
said the death toll in West

I will conduct an in-depth review
of the enforcement

of prohibition in the
State. But, it appears
that we need another

extensive campaignto Y
spread awareness about \ .
the ill-effects of drinking

NITISH KUMAR,
BIHAR CHIEF MINISTER

Champaran rose to 14 with
the four casualties. Seven pe-
ople were undergoing treat-
ment at the Government
Medical College and Hospital
in Bettiah town.

Hospital superintendent
Pramod Tiwari said, “Among
those who died, three were
brought dead. Bodies are be-
ing handed over to the be-
reaved family members after
postmortem examinations.”
Those undergoing treatment
included a 70-year-old per-
son who lost his eyesight on
Friday morning, a common
side-effect of consumption
of spurious liquor.

Mr. Pravin said, “Two offi-

National painting
contest to be held

Young World to associate with event

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Club Mahindra has an-
nounced the National Paint-
ing Competition 2021 in as-
sociation with The Hindu
Young World to be held on-
line. The online registration
and submission portal clos-
es on November 23.

The topics for the prelims
are: Sub-Juniors (Classes
3-5) — My best holiday me-
mory, Best resort holiday
with family, The perfect ho-
liday destination.

Juniors (Classes 6-8) —
Holiday with grandparents,
Best recreational activity at
a resort, My favourite holi-
day memory with cousins.

Seniors (Classes 9-12) —
The best view from our re-
sort room, My dream desti-
nation, An unforgettable ho-
liday memory with friends.

Participants paint on A3
size (11.7 x 16.5 inches) draw-
ing sheet on any of the given
topics.

The physical art work
should reach the nearest

Can't quash
case for delay
in inquiry: SC

{ LEGAL CORRESPONDENT

: NEW DELHI

. The Supreme Court hasheld
. that delay in completion of :
: the Preliminary Enquiry
¢ (PE) is not a ground for

¢ quashing a corruption case.

The PE is only an enquiry

. to gather prima facie infor-
: mation to register an FIR
. and not an investigation un-
¢ der the Code of Criminal
: Procedure, a Bench of Justic-
: es M.R. Shah and A.S. Bo-
 panna observed in a recent
. judgment.

“While considering the

. prima facie case for the pur-
¢ pose of registering the FIR,
{ some enquiry/investigation
¢ isbound to be there. Howev-
i er, the same shall be only for
¢ the purpose of finding out a
i prima facie case for the pur-
i pose of registration of the
i FIR,” Justice Shah clarified
¢ in the judgment. The court
¢ said whatever enquiry was
¢ conducted at the stage of PE
. could by no stretch of imagi-
: nation be considered as in-
¢ vestigation under the Code
i of Criminal
¢ (CrPC). An investigation un-
. der the CrPC could only be
¢ after registration of the FIR.

Procedure

Further, the Court said a

© corruption case could not
: be quashed by a lower court
¢ merely on the ground that

“some more time” was ta-

. ken to find out whether the
i allegations against the sus-
: pected person were prima
i facie true and warranting
¢ theregistration of an FIR un-
¢ der the Prevention of Cor-
¢ ruption Act.
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prd COMPETITION 2021

Vo Asword
The Hindu office before No-
vember 25. If the participant
qualifies for the finale, the
date and details will be inti-
mated through the regis-
tered email ID.

For registration and de-
tails log on to www.ywc.the-
hindu. com/clubmahindra.\

For clarifications, call
toll-free number 1800 102
1878 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
(Monday to Saturday)

There will be three top
prizes and seven consola-
tion prize winners in each
category. The winning
paintings also stand a
chance to be displayed at se-
lect Club Mahindra resorts.

cials — Manish Sharma, the
in-charge of Nautan Police
Station, and a village chowki-
dar — have been placed un-
der suspension for their laxi-
ty. One of the alleged sellers
died, while another, Munna
Ram, is absconding and a
search has been launched to
nab him.”

However, according to
sources in the local adminis-
tration, two others who died
were cremated by their fami-
ly before word spread about

the hooch tragedy.
In Gopalganj, District Ma-
gistrate Nawal Kishore

Chaudhary confirmed 17
deaths in the Mohammed-

pur police station area but
said that only 11 of these
could be blamed on con-
sumption of spurious liquor.

“Three persons — resi-
dents of a village in the Mo-
hammadpur police station li-
mits — had been cremated by
family members before post-
mortem. Family members of
another three deceased re-
sisted post-mortem claiming
that the deaths were on ac-
count of natural causes,” Mr.
Chaudhary said.

Superintendent of Police
Anand Kumar said Ranjan
Kumar, the in-charge of Mo-
hammadpur police station,
and a chowkidar had been
suspended, and three al-
leged sellers — Chhote Lal
Sah, Jitendra Sah and Ram
Pravesh Sah — arrested.

He said searches conduct-
ed in various places in the
area had led to recovery of
100 litres of spurious liquor.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar, in Patna,
vowed stern action against
those found responsible for
the tragic deaths but ex-
pressed dismay over people
continuing to consume galat

cheez (wrong thing) during
festivals.

Replying to questions
from presspersons outside
the Assembly, where he
went to attend the swearing-
in of two newly elected
MLAs , Mr. Kumar said, “I
will conduct an in-depth re-
view of the enforcement of
prohibition in the State. But,
it appears that we need
another extensive campaign
to spread awareness about
the ill-effects of drinking.”

Sale and consumption of
alcohol were completely
banned in the State in April,
2016. Leader of the Opposi-
tion Tejashwi Yadav tweeted
attacking Mr. Kumar over the
hooch deaths and accusing
those in his governmentof
being involved in sale of spu-
rious liquor.

BJP State spokesperson
Nikhil Anand hit back, as-
serting that it was the Oppo-
sition party which was work-
ing hand-in-glove with the
spurious liquor traders but
had the temerity to come out
with “baseless allegations”
against the ruling
dispensation.

Assam ‘tea
tribes’ get
medical quota

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The Assam Cabinet on No-
vember 4 approved the re-
servation of seats in the
State-run medical colleges
for students from the “tea
tribes” community.

Assam has eight Govern-
ment medical colleges.
Adivasis associated with
tea plantations are consi-
dered a major vote bank
that swung from the Con-
gress to the BJP.

“Seats for MBBS and
BDS reserved for the tea
garden communities have
been proportionately di-
vided between the Brah-
maputra Valley and the Ba-
rak Valley,” Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said.

The Cabinet decided to
reserve 24 MBBS and three
BDS seats for the tea gar-
den community working
across 803 major estates
and numerous small tea
gardens; 18 for Brahmapu-
tra Valley and six for Barak
Valley students. Two BDS
seats are for the Brahma-
putra Valley and one for
the Barak Valley students.

‘Vital decisions by MVA reduced virus cases

Pawar says things will go back to normal and pandemic-hit economy will revive

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PUNE

Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) chief Sharad Pawar on
Friday hailed the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) Government,
saying that “some important
decisions” taken by it
helped bring down the CO-
VID-19 cases. He was also
confident that things would
soon go back to normal and
the pandemic-hit economy
would revive.

He said the Maharashtra
Government has indicated
that it would provide relief
to people in fuel prices after
the Centre’s excise duty cut
on petrol and diesel, but it
would be in a position to do
so if the Central Govern-
ment pays up the GST com-
pensation to the State.

Mr. Pawar was talking to
reporters at Govind Baug,
his residence at Baramati in
Pune district, on the occa-
sion of his family’s get-to-
gether for Deepavali celebra-
tions, when party workers
from across the State visit
him to extend their festival
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NCP chief Sharad Pawar

greetings. Last year, Mr. Pa-
war’s family did not cele-
brate Deepavali in Baramati
due to COVID-19.

“Last year, due to CO-
VID-19, we had to follow cer-
tain restrictions, but now
the danger of COVID-19 is
slowly declining in the coun-
try. As far as Maharashtra is
concerned, the State Go-
vernment took some impor-
tant decisions, as a result of
which, we are witnessing a
decline in the number of co-
ronavirus patients,” he said.

Even this year, the family
was in a fix on whether or
not to celebrate Deepavali as
usual, he said, adding, “But

Kerala to Kendrapara, a bus
takes Odisha migrants home

Post-pandemic, it is the choice transport for them

SATYASUNDAR BARIK
BHUBANESWAR

Bharat Behera has just re-
turned from a long bus jour-
ney covering 2,000 km -
from India’s southwestern
coast to its eastern coast.
And, no, it was not an adven-
ture trip.

Mr. Behera’s coast-to-
coast bus trip from the in-
dustrial hub of Perumba-
voor in Ernakulam district of
Kerala to the nondescript
village of Bagapatia — a reha-
bilitation colony for climate
refugees in Odisha’s Ken-
drapara district — was un-
thinkable and unheard-of
two years ago and was
spurred by the COVID-19
pandemic. With hundreds of
youth from Odisha migrat-
ing to plywood industries of
Kerala every year, buses,
which were once hired by
desperate migrant workers
during the first wave of the
COVID-19 pandemic in 2020,
have now become the mode
of choice for travel.

“In  April 2020, when
train services were stopped
due to COVID-19 emergen-
cies, we did not have any op-
tion to return home. At that
moment our company came
to our rescue, hiring a bus
for us. We returned home
safely,” Mr. Behera recalls.

As the economy reopened
but with few train services
resuming, it became difficult
for the plywood factory
owners in Kerala to arrange
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Here to stay: The bus service connecting Kerala and Odisha
has become a routine affair now. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

tickets for the workers from
Kendrapara to Kerala. It was
then that some enterprising
bus service providers in Ker-
ala thought of starting regu-
lar long-distance services.
Today, a bus leaves Bagapa-
tia every Friday and reaches
Perumbavoor by the evening
of the following Sunday.

Bagapatia, a coastal vil-
lage, houses around 570 fa-
milies from Satabhaya villag-
es that have been steadily
devoured by the sea over the
last three decades.

Few opportunities
Livelihood opportunities in
the village are few.

“Of a population of 4,000
in Bagapatia, nearly 1,700
villagers — both men and wo-
men — migrate to Kerala and
Tamil Nadu to work,” Mr.
Behera said.

“Most men in lower-mid-
dle class families leave for
Kerala soon after they ap-
pear for the Class 10 exami-

nations. Of late, girls in large
numbers have also started
travelling to Kerala and Ta-
mil Nadu to work in textile
industries,” said Sudarshan
Rout, a resident of Bagapatia
village.

To cash in on the de-
mand, travels agencies such
as CocoKerala have jumped
in to cater to the migrant
workers. “Initially, we used
to charge in lakhs for taking
migrant workers from Kerala
to Odisha, that required
crossing four States. Now,
the service has been stream-
lined. The fare is around
%3,000,” said Mr. Srikumar,
who manages CocoKerala.

Kendrapara is yet to be
connected with passenger
train services and the near-
est major train station is lo-
cated in Cuttack.

Migrant workers from
coastal Odisha are desperate
to leave the State due to ev-
er-shrinking employment
opportunities back home.

people and colleagues insist-
ed that we celebrate Deepa-
vali in Baramati and assured
that they would follow all
the COVID-19 norms during
their visit. Today, hundreds
of people, party colleagues
visited and offered their
greetings in a disciplined
manner.”

The former Union Minis-
ter said he is confident that
the coronavirus situation
would improve further.

“We are coming out of
danger... I am sure that we
will go back to normal and
will be able to compensate
for the losses incurred dur-
ing the pandemic and we
will be able to revive the eco-
nomy... I wish a warm Dee-
pavali to all the people and I
am sure that we will be able
to start again with new
hope,” Mr. Pawar said.

On the relief given by the
Centre on fuel prices and
asked if the State Govern-
ment will offer some respite
to the people, Mr. Pawar
said that he needs to talk to
State Government on this
issue.

“The State Government
has indicated that it will pro-
vide some relief for sure, but
the Centre should pay the
GST compensation and only
ifit is given it will be possible
for it to take a decision in fa-
vour of people,” he said.

On Wednesday, the Cen-
tral Government cut the ex-
cise duty on petrol and die-
sel by a record %5 and 10
per litre, respectively, to
help bring down rates from
their highest-ever levels.

MSRTC strike

When asked about the Mah-
arashtra State Road Tran-
sport Corporation (MSRTC)
employees’ strike, Mr. Pa-
war said the main office-
bearers of the workers’ un-
ions met and told him that
they do not want to go ahead
with the strike.

“They told me that they
do not want to cause any in-
convenience to people dur-
ing Deepavali, but some pe-
ople [ST workers] have
taken an extreme stand of
continuing the strike,” he
said.

Sidhu puts riders,
takes back resignation

Makes it conditional on A-G's removal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHANDIGARH
Congress leader Navjot
Singh Sidhu on Friday said
he had withdrawn his resig-
nation as the party’s Punjab
chief but would not reas-
sume charge till the State’s
new Advocate-General
A.P.S. Deol is removed.
Even while announcing
that he was withdrawing his
resignation, Mr. Sidhu conti-
nued to target the Congress

Government led by Chief

Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi in the State.

He resigned from the post
on September 28, triggering
a fresh crisis in the party’s
Punjab unit ahead of the As-
sembly election to be held
in 2022, resulting in the ous-
ter of then Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh.

Mr. Sidhu has opposed
the appointment of Advo-
cate-General A.P.S. Deol and
Director-General of Police
Igbal Preet Singh Sahota,
considered Mr. Channi’s
choices. He had earlier indi-
cated that these two ap-
pointments were among the
reasons he quit.

Mr. Sahota had headed
the SIT formed by the pre-
vious SAD-BJP Government
to investigate the desecra-
tion of the Guru Granth Sa-
hib in 2015.

As a lawyer, Mr. Deol had
represented former DGP Su-
medh Singh Saini, who

headed the State police six

years ago during the inci-

»

Navjot Singh Sidhu

dents of sacrilege and a pol-
ice firing on protesters.

“It is not any personal
ego,” Mr. Sidhu said, arguing
that the offices of the A-G
and the DGP are crucial to
take the Bargari sacrilege
and drug trafficking cases to
their logical conclusions.

Firing a salvo against his
own Government, Mr. Sidhu
said all he was asking was
what had the Channi Go-
vernment done in the past
50 days on the sacrilege
case and on making a spe-
cial task force report on
drug cases public. The party
would not be able to face
the people on the sacrilege
and drugs issues.

The Congress came to
power in 2017, promising ac-
tion on these issues.

Mr. Sidhu’s detractors
claim that he is looking at
the possibility of becoming
the Chief Minister if the Con-
gress returns to power in
the State after the Assembly
election, which is just
months away.
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Fuel price cut not enough: Cong.

Party to go ahead with protests, says the reduction is linked to bypoll defeats

Duty cut too
little, too late:
Left parties

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Left parties have called the
slash in the excise duty on
fuel, announced on Deepa-
vali eve, as too little, too
late, and said it was the ad-
verse Dbyelection results
that forced the Govern-
ment’s hand.

CPI general secretary D.
Raja said the decrease was
nominal, especially since it
came amid a daily hike in
prices. “People have been
going through hardships
because of the cascading
effect on the prices of es-
sential commodities be-
cause of the exorbitant fuel
prices,” he noted.

CPI(M) Polit Bureau, in a
statement, expressed said
the cut would not provide
the necessary and long-
awaited relief. The party
demanded more cuts in
the Central excise duty and
doing away with the spe-
cial cess imposed on fuel.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Claiming that the Narendra
Modi Government increased
diesel prices by as much as
326 in 2021 before announc-
ing an excise duty reduction
of 710 on the eve of Deepava-
li, the Congress on Friday
said it would go ahead with
its agitation against inflation
from November 14.

Congress general secre-
tary (organisation) K.C. Ve-
nugopal said the reduction
was not adequate and the
party’s jan jagran abhiyan
between November 14 and
29 would go ahead as an-
nounced earlier.

Asked why the Congress-
ruled States had not reduced
the value-added tax (VAT)
and other local tax compo-
nents, Mr. Venugopal said
the party “will look into it
but already States such as

Chhattisgarh have lower
rates  compared  with
others”.

Bengal Minister Subrata
Mukherjee dies at 75

He was a key Minister in TMC Cabinet

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

Senior West Bengal Minister
Subrata Mukherjee passed
away in Kolkata on Thurs-
day. He was undergoing
treatment at the State-run
SSKM Hospital.

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee was among those
who visited SSKM Hospital
after the Trinamool Con-
gress leader breathed his
last. “He was expected to be
discharged from the hospi-
tal tomorrow. He suffered a
cardiac arrest and passed
away,” Ms. Banerjee said.
She described Mr. Mukher-
jee’s death as a “great loss” .

Mr. Mukherjee, who was
a key Minister in the Mama-
ta Banerjee Cabinet, was 75.
He held several portfolios,
including the Panchayat de-
partment. He started his ca-
reer with the Congress and,
at 26, was one of the youn-

Subrata Mukherjee

gest Ministers in the Con-
gress Government led by
Siddhartha Sankar Ray.

He switched sides and
joined the Trinamool Con-
gress in 1999.

In his political career
spanning over five decades,
Mr. Mukherjee had repre-
sented several Assembly
constituencies in Kolkata,
including Chowringhee. He
was elected MLA for Bally-
gunge in the 2021 polls.

f) During the UPA, the tax
component was around
39 but now it’s between 327
and X32. If they reduce this

excise duty, petrol would be
around 350 a litre. If the Centre
brings down taxes, States

will also do

BHUPESH BAGHEL
CHHATTISGARH CHIEF MINISTER

“During UPA [United Pro-
gessive Alliance] rule, the tax
component was around 39
but now it’s between 327 and
%32. If they reduce this ex-
cise duty, petrol would be
around 350 a litre. If the
Centre brings down taxes,
the States will also do,”
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel told press-
persons in Raipur.

He said that the Congress
Government in Chhattisgarh
did not add even a rupee to
VAT charged during the pre-
vious BJP Government in the
State.

“Look at the lies about the
loot. The Modi government
this year alone has increased
the price of diesel by 326. By
reducing the price by 10,
they are trying to garner cre-
dit and say a big Deepavali
gift has been given,” Con-
gress chief spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala told
presspersons.

Calling the Centre’s cut in
excise duties on petrol and
diesel an “eyewash”, Mr. Ve-
nugopal said the Congress
would go ahead with its agi-
tation over inflation and in-
crease in fuel prices later this

month. Several other Con-
gress leaders including form-
er Finance Minister P. Chi-
dambaram and  party
general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra linked the ex-
cise duty cuts to the “set-
back” to the BJP in the recent
byelections in Himachal Pra-
desh and Karnataka.

“This isn’t a decision ta-
ken from the heart but out of
fear. The answer to the loot
by an extorting government
should be given in the up-
coming election,” Ms. Vadra
tweeted on Thursday.

“The results of the 30 As-
sembly and 3 LS by-elections
have produced a by-product.
The Centre has cut excise
duties on petrol and diesel!
It is a confirmation of our
charge that fuel prices are
high mainly because of high
taxes. And our charge that
high fuel taxes is because of
the greed of the central go-
vernment,” Mr. Chidamba-
ram tweeted.

Cong. doing ‘petty politics’
over fuel prices, says BJP

It slams Opposition-ruled States for not reducing VAT

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The BJP on Friday alleged
that the Opposition parties
were doing “petty politics”
over high fuel prices by not
reducing the value-added
tax (VAT) in the States ruled
by them, two days after the
Centre reduced the excise
duty on petrol and diesel by
35 and 10, respectively.

At a press conference at
the BJP headquarters in New
Delhi, party spokesperson
Gaurav Bhatia said the Op-
position attacked the Centre
over high prices of diesel
and petrol but did not follow
suit in the States rules by

them when the Union Go-
vernment slashed the excise

duty.

“States ruled by the party
have slashed VAT on fuel to
add to the relief provided to

BJP leaders face farmers’ wrath

In separate incidents, farmers attack MP’s car, hold former Minister hostage

ASHOK KUMAR
GURUGRAM

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
leaders faced the ire of farm-
ers in Haryana in separate in-
cidents on Friday. While
farmers protesting against
the agricultural laws broke
the windscreen of the car of
the party’s Rajya Sabha
member Ramchandra Jhan-
gra in Hisar, 30-odd party
leaders, including a former
Minister, were held hostage
inside a temple in Rohtak for
several hours.

Mr. Jhangra was in Nar-
naund village to inaugurate a
community hall around
noon when farmers gath-
ered in large numbers, to
protest against his visit to the
village. The protest turned
violent when the mob broke
the windscreen of Mr. Jhan-
gra’s car. The police used
mild force to disperse the
crowd and detained two per-
sons, said Nitika Gahlaut, Su-

Jel leader advises cadres
to be peace-loving citizens

Jel is accused of collecting funds for secessionist activities

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

An internal note circulated
by a senior leader of the
banned Jamaat-e-Islami (JeI)
in the Kashmir Valley has
asked its cadres to be
“peace-loving citizens” and
“obey the law of the land”.

The Jel has faced multiple
raids by the National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) since
August.

“Hope all cadres belong-
ing to the Jel, before the ban,
obey the law of the land as
peace-loving citizens, giving
chance to the law enforcing
agencies to take any action
against them,” the note, ac-
cessed by The Hindu, reads.

It also stated: “The Jamaat
before the ban was not in-
volved in any illegal or un-

The Jel was banned in 2019
after the Pulwama attack
left 40 CRPF jawans dead.

lawful activity whatsoever. It
was a socio-religious organi-
sation working since Parti-
tion. It has always respected
the law of the land as an or-
ganisation.”

The Jel was banned in Fe-
bruary 2019 as “an unlawful

association” under Section 3
of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1967 im-
mediately after the Pulwama
attack left 40 Central Re-
serve Police Force jawans
dead in south Kashmir.

Secessionist activities
The NIA lodged a fresh case
on February 5, 2021 “in con-
nection with separatist and
secessionist activities of the
JeI”, and accused the mem-
bers of “collecting funds
domestically and abroad,
which are being used for vio-
lent and secessionist
activities”.

About 73 locations in 14
districts in J&K, where the
outfit’s cadres live, were
raided by the NIA in August
and October.

Stationing of CRPF personnel
in Srinagar halls invites flak

Security stepped up to curb movement of militants: officials

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

Stationing of additional
CRPF companies in com-
munity marriage halls in Sri-
nagar in the wake of growing
militant attacks has locals
and Mayor up in arms.
There is growing concern
among the locals after the
marriage halls and govern-
ment accommodations were
taken over by the security
personnel in congested lo-
calities such as Suthra Shahi
and Illahi Bagh, where such
facilities are also used by
children as recreation

cM
K

centres. “The SMC [Srinagar
Municipal Corporation]
wasn’t consulted on this de-
cision. These community
halls are integral to social
and community functions
and are constructed in areas
where people don’t have
huge houses and lawns,”
SMC Mayor Junaid Azim Mat-
tu said.

The Srinagar municipality
has raised the issue with the
Divisional ~Commissioner.
“The Divisional Commis-
sioner has assured me that
alternative options will be
explored. I have strongly
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urged for this. It is very im-
portant that community fa-
cilitation services are not
hampered,” Mr. Mattu said.

Officials said hundreds of
CRPF personnel were being
shifted from north and south
Kashmir to Srinagar.

The augmentation came
days after Union Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah presided
over security review meet-
ings during his three-day
tour of the Union Territory
last month. Multiple target-
ed attacks by militants left
seven civilians dead in the ci-
ty in October.

Anger unleashed: Farmers attacking BJP Rajya Sabha member Ramchandra Jhangra's car in
Hisarin Haryana on Friday. =emi

perintendent  of
Hansi.

Kuldeep Satrod, 40, sus-
tained head injuries in the
incident.

In another incident, form-
er Haryana Minister Manish

Police,

TRF man flees
shoot-out in
Srinagar

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR
A “wanted” militant of The
Resistance Front (TRF) es-
caped a covert operation
by the police on Friday at
the SKIMS Medical College
and Hospital in Bemina,
Srinagar, after engaging
them in a brief shoot-out.
Police sources said a
special team of the police
in civilian attire engaged
the TRF militant in a gun-
fight on the parking lot of
the hospital.

Panic triggered
However, the militant
opened fire from his pistol
and escaped from the spot.

The shoot-out between
militant and security forc-
es triggered panic outside
the busy medical college.

A police spokesperson
said there was a “brief fire-
fight” between militants
and security forces at the
SKIMS Hospital and “they
managed to escape, taking
advantage of civilian
presence”.

No arrest

Additional personnel were
rushed to the spot after the
shoot-out and the area was
cordoned off for a search
operation. However, no ar-

Grover and several other BJP
leaders were held hostage by
protesting farmers in Rohtak
during the day when they
went to a temple at Kiloi vil-
lage to watch the live telecast
of Prime Minister Narendra

Modi’s programme in Kedar-
nath. Dozens of farmers sur-
rounded the temple, pre-
venting the leaders from
leaving its premises, and al-
so deflated the tyres of the
leaders’ cars.

f) The VAT on petrol in the
Congress-ruled Rajasthan
is ¥32.19, and it is ¥31 in the
Opposition alliance-ruled

Maharashtra now compared

with ¥21.86 and 2046 in the
BJP-ruled Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand

GAURAV BHATIA
BJP SPOKESPERSON

the common man by the
Centre, but the States ruled
by the Opposition parties
like the Congress, Trinamool
Congress and the Aam Aad-
mi Party have not done so,”
he said. “If the Centre and
the BJP-ruled States can give
relief to people, then why
not the Congress-ruled
States.”

Noting that Congress lead-
er Rahul Gandhi had dubbed
the Central Government a

“pickpocket” over the high
fuel prices and used the “ex
tortion” barb at it, Mr. Bhatia
said it appeared that there
was no bigger “pickpocket”
than the Congress.

“The VAT on petrol in the
Congress-ruled Rajasthan is
%32.19, and it is 331 in the Op-
position alliance-ruled Mah-
arashtra now compared
321.86 and 320.46 in the BJP-
ruled Uttar Pradesh and Ut-
tarakhand,” he added.

Two shot dead in
Manesar during festival

Four injured include 8-year-old boy

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

Two persons were shot
dead and four sustained bul-
let injuries in an attack by
six assailants on the family
members of a former Sar-
panch at a village in Mane-
sar on Thursday.

The injured include an
eight-year-old boy, who is
said to be out of danger.

The police suspect perso-
nal enmity to be behind the
attack.

According to the First In-
formation Report, the assai-
lants barged into the house
of former Sarpanch Gopal
around 8 p.m. and opened
indiscriminate fire at the fa-
mily members.

They first hit Vikas Ragh-
av, 21, and Yash, 8, celebrat-
ing Deepavali in front of the
house and then entered a
room to shoot Rajesh, Bal-
ram, Sompal and Praveen.

All six sustained multiple
bullet injuries in the attack.

Mr. Rajesh drove his son
Vikas to Medanta Hospital,
but he was declared brought
dead.

Later, Sompal died dur-
ing treatment. Mr. Praveen
is critically ill. Mr. Rajesh,
Mr. Balram and Yash are ad-
mitted to the hospital. Bal-
ram and Sompal are sons of
former Sarpanch Gopal.
Yash is the son of Balram.

Mr. Rajesh, the complai-
nant, has named four peo-
ple in the FIR, including Yo-
gendra, alias Rinku. He said
that Balram and Sompal had
murdered Mr. Yogendra’s
brother Manoj in 2007 and
were convicted in the case.
The duo was out on bail for
the past seven years.

The police said the mat-
ter was under investigation,
but no arrests have been
made so far.

GOVERNMENT OF PUDUCHERRY
CENTRALISED ADMISSION

COMMITTEE - CENTAC
Pondicherry Engineering College Campus, Puducherry - 605014

The Andhra Pradesh Mineral
Development Corporation Limited
Door No. 294/1D, 100 feet Road (Tadigadapa to Enikepadu Road),
Kanuru, Vijayawada-521137, Andhra Pradesh, India, Tel: +91-866-2429999

www.centacpuducherry.in

No. 197/DIP/AD(Press)/2021-22

ADMISSION NOTIFICATION TO
MBBS/BDS/BAMS/B.V.Sc & A.H COURSES FOR THE
ACADEMIC YEAR 2021-22

Online applications are invited from NEET UG Qualified
candidates for admission to the first year MBBS/BDS/
BAMS and B.V.Sc & A.H courses in Government and Self
Financing Medical / Dental and Veterinary colleges in the UT
of Puducherry. Applications are invited under Government/
All India (Management)/ NRI and Self-Supporting (SS)
Quota. In case of B.V.Sc & AH, the seats are available only
under Self Supporting and NRI Quota. For more details visit

IMPORTANT DATES

* Online application submission opens on
« Last date for online submission of applications :
Co-ordinator (Admission)

08.11.2021
22.11.2021

CENTAC

Fax: +91-866-2429977, Email:apmdchrdrecruitments@gmail.com

EMPLOYMENT NOTIFICATION FOR

VARIOUS POSITIONS ON CONTRACT BASIS
APMDC invites applications for Certain managerial positions. In
various disciplines from the eligible candidates with requisite
qualifications. The detailed description for each post along with the
prescribed format of application can be downloaded from our
website www.apmdc.ap.gov.in/Tender. The Corporation has right
to modify the conditions or cancel the advertisement without
assigning any reason and further notice. The last date for submission
of applications by online to e-mail: apmdchrdrecruitments@gmail.com /
Registered Post shall be on or before 03.12.2021 by 5.00 PM.
Place: Vijayawada Sd/-

Date :04.11.2021 Vice - Chairman and Managing Director

MATSYAFED

RE - E - TENDER NOTICE

No.Mfed/Mktg/M1/914
Tender ID: 2021_MFED_450165_1

E-bids are invited from registered manufactures / Dealers for the supply, erection and commissioning

of Centrifugal separator/Hydro extractor of 100 Kg capacity for its fish net factory at Kannur.

02/11/2021

E-bid submission start date: 02/11/2021 at 11 hrs. Last date for submission: 12/11/2021 at
17.00 hrs. Please visit http://etenders.kerala.gov.in. Further clarifications / corrigendum
in this regard if any shall be put up only on Matsyafed Website: www.matsyafed.in

(RO/01859/D3/2021/I&PRD)

Sd/- Managing Director

KERALA STATE CO-OPERATIVE FEDERATION FOR FISHERIES
DEVELOPMENT LIMITED (MATSYAFED) KAMALESWARAM, MANACAUD P.O.
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM - 695009. Phone: 0471 - 2458606, 2457756, 2457172

Website: www.matsyafed.in, Email: matsyafed@matsyafed.in

MARKETING DEPARTMENT

2] TIRUMALA TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS:TIRUPATI

e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

e-tender cum e-Reverse tendering is invited for procurement of
the following item by the Marketing Department, T.T.D., Tirupati.

Download
Name of y . EMD 1
. Quantity | Period Starting and
the item Amount | £ ding Dates
Cow Ghee with Agmark 20,50,000( Six Rs. 05-11-2021
Special Grade through Tankers Kgs. |Months|1,00,50,000/-| 22-11-2021
from National wide Dairies

DESH CENTRAL POWER DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LIMITED
e DrYSR\ ORPORATE OFFICE, ITi COLLEGE ROAD, VLIAYAWADA-520 003
Tender Notice No: CGMIPROJ/VJA/JHCISIP - 15 to 18 / 2021-22
Bids through apeprocurement.gov.in are invited from aligible bidders for 4No works pertain
lo elecirification of newly formed fayouts by erecting DTRs, 11KV lines and LT fines in
Jagananna colonies of phase - 1 under PEDALANDARIKIILLU-NAVARATNALU schome in
krishna, guniur and prakasam district of APCPDCL on turmkey basis in 4 Packages.
The Tenders infermation will be made avalable in AP e-Procurement Portal from 06.11.2021,
18:00 Hrs. Lasi date for Bid submission onlinets 16.11.2021, 15:00 Hrs.
Chiel General Manager | Projects
APCPDCL i VIJAYAWADA
E-mail: cgmproy cpdelEapcpded in

wum-fgig FEaq Y " ()

femtn: 18.10.2021
ey e WA 08/2021-22
NIB CODE: PWD2122A1885
TR ¥ T TR A R 8 A e S, JeTe s i s
e T s Ffi e i s Sies e g wa are e o
2 P anmfin o ford e S wvetarfor Fomfor farsn araverer & ol w1 T
TR e R 3 e s ed i i T v o o = e
ey ¥ et R, o Fe T SR S TR S wE & e §, 8 e
¥ d-vaftn & wrorm A Froffe wos & wim =) wEd ) fie & vl e demiz
hitp:iidipr.rajasthan.gov.in 3 hitp Vsppp rajasthan.govin & hitp lleproc. rajasthan.
gov.in T S FER | g A T e e
1. PWD2122WLOB09184, 2, PWD2122WLOB0B185, 3, PWD2122WLOB0H 186
(wftag vivom), nfer, vy aifimr .
wrdafs Fafor faam, - figf seoq, G

980

DIPRACMOS6T/2021

For tender notice and tender details log on to the web site
http://www.tirumala.org and https://tend peprocur t.gov.in/
& https://konugolu.ap.gov.in/. For further details contact phone

numbers:0877-2264079, 2264555, Fax No.0877-2264554.
Roc.No.PR4/13936/Adv.No.216/PR0/2021/Dated:05-11-2021 EXECUTIVE OFFICER

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU

rests were made.
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
BUILDING ORGANISATION, BLDGS (C&M) CIRCLE, CHEPAUK, CHENNAI-5
SHORT TERM TENDER NOTICE No.10 BCM/2021-22 / Dated: 02.11.2021

FORM OF CONTRACT : LUMPSUM / Two Cover System
For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamil Nadu, Sealed Tenders are invited from eligible registered contractors by the
Superintending Engineer, PWD, Bldgs (C&M) Circle, Chepauk, Chennai-5 for the following work:-

S Name of work and EMD Approximate EMD in Favour of

No. value of work
Two Cover System

1 Renovation of Anna Centenary Library Building (Civil Works)
at Kotturpuram, Chennai. E.M.D.: Rs. 7,76,000/-

2 Renovation of Anna Centenary Library Building (Electrical and

AC Works) at Kotturpuram, Chennai. E.M.D.: Rs. 7,11,000/-

Tender schedule can be Downloaded at free of cost from the website https:/www.tntenders.gov.in (or) hitps://www.tenders.tn.gov.in and
also available in the ofo the undersigned at a cost of Rs.15,000/- + Rs.1800 (GST). Tender schedule will be made available from 10.11.2021 to
25.11.2021 Last date of receipt of tender is 26.11.2021 upto 03.00 P.M. and opened on the same day at 04.00 P.M. by the undersigned. Contractors
Eligibility conditions and all other conditions are available in the above website Superintending Engineer, PWD,
DIPR/3234/Tender/2021 Buildings (C&M) Circle, Chepauk, Chennai-5

Period

Rs. 1530.13 4
Lakhs Months

Rs. 1401.70 4
Lakhs Months

Executive Engineer, PWD., Buildings
(Construction) Division-l, Chennai-5.
Electrical Engineer, PWD.,
Electrical Division-II, Chennai-5.
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Name terminal after my
father: Karan Singh

NEW DELHI

Senior Congress leader Karan
Singh wants the new terminal
building in Jammu airport to
be named after his father,
Hari Singh, who ruled the
erstwhile princely state. In a
letter to Jammu and Kashmir
Lt. Governor Manoj Sinha, Mr.
Singh wrote that it was his
father who built the airport
for his personal use and it
was used by the royal family
for many years. He made a
similar request to the Civil
Aviation Minister.

CBI books 2 Delhi-based
companies for bank fraud
NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of
Investigation has booked two
Delhi-based companies and
their directors in separate
cases for allegedly
misappropriating funds taken
from banks. In the first case,
the agency has named CBS
Steel Private Limited and its
directors, Pradeep Singla,
Yashpal Singla and Vikas
Singla, for allegedly cheating
the Union Bank of India to the
tune of ¥32.89 crore. The CBI
has named Era Infra
Engineering Limited and six
others in the second case, in
which they have been
accused of cheating the
Punjab & Sind Bank.

Odisha CM likely to face
protests at Kalahandi
BHUBANESWAR

The Congress and the BJP
have planned a wave of
protests during Odisha Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik's
visit to Kalahandi district on
November 8. They have
demanded the ouster of
Minister Dibya Shankar Mishra
over the issue of a teacher's
murder in the district. The
man accused is said to have
close links to the Minister. Mr.
Patnaik is visiting Kalahandi
district to distribute smart
health cards at Bhawanipatna.

Work on Central Secretariat set to start

Public Works Department official says L&T is likely to begin the construction this month

DAMINI NATH
NEW DELHI

The construction of the first
three office buildings of the
new Common Central Secre-
tariat (CCS) along the Raj-
path is likely to begin in No-
vember, Central Public
Works Department (CPWD)
sources say.

On October 27, the CPWD
awarded the construction
and five-year maintenance
contract to Larsen & Toubro
Ltd. for ¥3,141.99 crore. This
was the largest contract in
CPWD history, senior offi-
cials say.

An official said that L&T
was mobilising its resources,
and work was likely to start
this month. The project has a
targeted timeline of 24
months for completion. The

Brick by brick: The new Secretariat is part of the larger Central
Vista Redevelopment Project in New Delhi. =r.v. MoorTHY

buildings are proposed to be
constructed on the plot of
the Indira Gandhi National
Centre for the Arts IGNCA)
campus, which has been
shifted to the former Janpath

Hotel temporarily. The new
IGNCA campus would be
built at Jamnagar House.

As part of the Central Vis-
ta redevelopment, the
Centre has proposed a CCS

of nine office buildings and a
conference centre on the
Rajpath to accommodate all
Ministries. The existing
structures on the plots, in-
cluding the IGNCA, Shastri
Bhavan, Nirman Bhavan,
Udyog Bhavan and Krishi
Bhavan, are proposed to be
demolished to make way for
the new buildings, according
to the plan drawn up by the
Centre’s consultant, HCP De-
sign, Planning and
Management.

Large expanse

While inviting bids for the
three buildings of the CCS,
the CPWD had estimated the
cost to be %3,254 crore. The
tender document said the to-
tal built-up area of a building
would be 4.46 lakh square

Martial moves
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metres spread over two
basements, a ground floor,
an upper ground floor and
six storeys.

The three buildings would
be constructed on the same
plot, with connected base-
ments and a common boun-
dary wall. The tender docu-
ment stated that each
building would be split into
cores and wings. The wings
would be the components
where workplaces would be
located, while the cores
would have shared amenities
and utilities. When it starts,
the CCS project would be the
third component of the larg-
er Central Vista revamp to be
under construction, after the
new Parliament building and
the redevelopment of the
Central Vista Avenue.

[-T searches on dry fruit
firms in J&K, Punjab

‘Income of X200 cr. not accounted for’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Income Tax Depart-
ment’s searches against pe-
ople engaged in the busi-
ness of dry fruits in Jammu
and Kashmir and Punjab
have led to the detection of
unaccounted-for income ex-
ceeding 3200 crore, officials
said.

During the searches, the
department found digital
evidence indicating that an
assessee group had been in-
flating purchases of dry
fruits over the years. It is al-
leged that unaccounted-for
cash was being received
back by the directors of the

group against payment
made to various entities for
such purchases.

The department found
that one group maintained a
parallel set of books of ac-
counts and that there was a
huge difference between the
sales and purchases record-
ed in both books. “One of
the groups was also indulg-
ing in unaccounted pur-
chases and sales of dry
fruits. Excess stock to the
tune of ¥40 crore has been
found,” said the depart-
ment, adding that a benami
proprietary concern was al-
so being run.

In both groups, the claim
of deduction under Section
80IB of the I-T Act was
found to be fake and esti-
mated at T30 crore. The de-
partment further stated that
they froze 14 bank lockers.

Goa Maritime Conclave to
discuss security challenges

Naval agencies from Indian Ocean Region to participate

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

At the third edition of the
Goa Maritime Conclave
(GMC) next week, Navy
chiefs and the heads of mar-
itime agencies of the Indian
Navy and 12 other littoral
states of the Indian Ocean
Region (IOR) will deliberate
on the significance of inte-
roperability to effectively
deal with emerging and fu-
ture maritime security chal-
lenges in the region, the Na-
vy said on Friday.

The biennial GMC under
the aegis of the Naval War
College, Goa is scheduled to
be held on November 7 and
9 on the theme “Maritime
security and emerging non-
traditional threats: a case for
proactive role for IOR
Navies”.

[IM Udaipur project to understand rural consumer behaviour

The research will attempt to find out the correlation between the choices of people and Internet penetration in Rajasthan

MOHAMMED IQBAL
UDAIPUR

Focusing on the consumer
needs of southern Rajas-
than’s tribal population, a
Consumer Culture Lab
(CCL), established at the In-
dian Institute of Manage-
ment (IIM), Udaipur, has ta-
ken up research to find out
the correlation between the
choices of rural populace, In-
ternet penetration in villages
and the challenges faced by
those at the bottom of the py-
ramid. Researchers have ex-
tensively toured the tribal-
dominated region to under-
stand the ground realities.
The CCL was set up in
2020 as a unique initiative to
develop an atmosphere of
creative research in the field
of management in order to
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Unique research: Students of IIM-Udaipur in a tribal village as

part of a “rural immersion" activity. =sPEcIAL ARRANGEMENT

bridge the knowledge gap
and shift the focus on con-
sumer culture and qualita-
tive explorations. It also
highlighted new opportuni-
ties for rural people to bring

forth  their = narratives
through social media.
The latest project

launched by the CCL in-
volves a social and anthropo-
logical study of the tribal
population in Udaipur, Dun-
garpur and Banswara dis-
tricts in Rajasthan. It would
make a “softer aspect” of cul-
tural practices affecting con-
sumer behaviour available to

the business analytics which
had so far depended solely
on data mining and statisti-
cal analysis, [IM-Udaipur Di-
rector Janat Shah told The
Hindu.

Unexplored area

Professor Shah said the CCL
had made an intervention in
a hitherto unexplored realm
of digital anthropology,
which would make a signifi-
cant impact on big data ana-
lysis to anticipate consumer
trends and help make cogent
business decisions.

“If the product maker or
service provider observes a
consumer in his cultural per-
spective, his choices can be
understood in a better way,”
he said.

About 30 students of IIM-

Udaipur have volunteered to
visit the remote villages and
study the underlying pheno-
menon of the tribals’ choices
and preferences in the con-
sumption of various com-
modities.

This has enabled the re-
searchers to develop a
nuanced understanding of
the way of life, indigenous
food practices, celebration
of festivals and social interac-
tions among the tribal
population.

Some of the assignments
have assessed the opportuni-
ty gaps for the village youths,
financial and digital inclu-
sion in villages and the daily
workload of rural women
and its impact on their
health. Findings on malnu-
trition and open defecation

were presented to the local
administration to facilitate
government intervention.

Regular interaction with
tribals, who comprise 85% of
the population in the region,
will not only inculcate sensi-
tivity among the manage-
ment graduates to relevant
issues, but will also equip
them to formulate policies
and come up with new stra-
tegies for rural development,
Prof. Shah said.

Interaction with devices
Faculty member Rajesh Na-
narpuzha, supervising the
CCL’s operations, said this
year’s theme was identified
as “understanding consumer
in the digital heartland” to
study how the villagers were
interacting with devices.

“There would also be ex-
tensive deliberations in the
domains of hydrography
and maritime information
sharing,” the Navy said in a
statement. “As part of the
conclave, visitors would also
be afforded an opportunity
to witness India’s indigenous
shipbuilding industry at the
‘Make in India exhibition’
and the capabilities of Deep
Submergence Rescue Vessel
(DSRV) for submarines at the
Marmugao Port Trust, Goa.”

Multinational platform

At GMC-21, Navy chief Admi-
ral Karambir Singh would be
hosting  dignitaries from
Bangladesh, Comoros, Indo-
nesia, Madagascar, Malaysia,
Maldives, Mauritius, Myan-
mar, the Seychelles, Singa-
pore, Sri Lanka and Thai-

land. With the IOR
becoming the focus of the
strategic landscape in the
21st century, the GMC aims
to “bring together regional
stakeholders and deliberate
on the collaborative imple-
mentation strategies in deal-
ing with contemporary mar-
itime security challenges”,
the statement said.

The GMC is the Indian Na-
vy’s outreach initiative pro-
viding a multinational plat-
form to harness the
collective wisdom of practi-
tioners of maritime security
and the academia towards
garnering outcome-oriented
maritime thought, the Navy
added.

The Defence Secretary
and the Foreign Secretary
would also be addressing the
conclave.

30 more test positive for
Zika virus in Kanpur

Mosquito control drive stepped up

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KANPUR

Thirty more people have
tested positive for Zika virus
here, taking the total num-
ber of those infected in the
district to 66, including nine
Indian Air Force (IAF) per-
sonnel, a senior official said
on Friday.

Of those infected, 45 are
men and 21 women, accord-
ing to officials.

The first case in Kanpur
was reported on October 23
when an IAF warrant officer
tested positive for Zika vi-
rus. “Thirty more people
have tested positive in Kan-
pur,” District Magistrate
Vishak G. Ayyar said.

Samples were collected

from various pockets in the
neighbouring areas of IAF
station hangars and sent to
the lab at King George’s
Medical University, Luck-
now for testing. Thirty of
them came back positive for
Zika virus, he said.

Zika is a mosquito-borne
virus and hence, getting rid
of mosquitoes is the safe
way out, he said. To check
the spread of the disease,
health teams are undertak-
ing  sanitisation pro-
grammes, including anti-lar-
vae spraying and identifying
fever patients, screening se-
riously ill people and preg-
nant women. Health teams
have been asked to step up
door-to-door sampling.
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Ambal — Vedas personified

Abirami Bhattar, in his Abirami Andadi, says Goddess Trip-
urasundari is like the Upanishads, said M.A. Manickavelu in
a discourse. The Vedas have two kandas — karma kanda and
jnana kanda. Karma kanda deals with rituals, like perfor-
mance of yagas, mantras to be recited at these times etc. The
jnana kanda deals with liberation of the atma, and thus is
concerned with philosophical matters, and not with ritualis-
tic ones. It is the jnana kanda which is relevant at all times.

For instance, in the modern world, most of the yagas pre-
scribed in the Vedas are not being performed. But the desire
to understand Brahman, the Supreme Truth, is present in
all generations. This desire to understand Brahman and to
attain moksha will continue in future generations too. Bhat-
tar compares Ambal to this jnana kanda segment of the Ve-
das. The Vedas are always relevant, and the Goddess who is
seen as an embodiment of the Vedas is ever youthful. One of
the names of Ambal in Lalitha Sahasranama is Veda Janani.
The Pranava mantra is fundamental to the Vedas and it is
said that everything came from pranava. Ambal is the embo-
diment of this pranava.

The Vedas may be compared to the all-giving Kalpaka
tree. While describing the Vedic aspect of Ambal, Bhattar
says She is like the middle portion of this tree, the top por-
tion and the root. The top and middle portions of a tree are
visible to the eye. But we cannot see the root, and you need
to put in some effort to get to the root. Brahma tattva is simi-
lar to this. That is why Bhattar first talks of the middle and
top portions and then mentions the root. You must meditate
and contemplate on God to understand Brahma tattva.
Kumaraguruparar in his Meenakshi Pillai Tamizh glorifies
Ambal as the substance of the Vedas.
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State of emergency

Ethiopia's government has declared a national state of emergency after rival Tigrayan
forces seized two strategic cities in an apparent push towards the capital, Addis Ababa
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Ethiopia rebels ‘join forces’ against govt.

TPLEF, which has joined hands with Oromo rebels, says Addis Ababa could fall within weeks

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
ADDIS ABABA
Nine rebel groups battling
Ethiopia’s government
joined forces on Friday, as
fears grow of Tigrayan fight-
ers advancing on the capital.
The alliance includes the
Oromo Liberation Army
(OLA) and the Tigray Peo-
ple’s  Liberation  Front
(TPLF), which has been
locked in a year-long war
against Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed’s government.

The TPLF said on Wednes-
day that its fighters had
reached the town of Kemis-
sie in Amhara region, 325 km
northeast of the capital, and
were running “joint opera-
tions” with the OLA, which
predicted Addis Ababa could
fall in a matter of weeks.

The nine groups, in a
statement, said they were
forming a united front “to re-
verse the harmful effects of
the Abiy Ahmed rule on the
peoples of Ethiopia... and in

recognition of the great need
to collaborate and join forces
towards a safe transition in
the country”.

United Front
It is unclear whether the al-
liance, named the United
Front of Ethiopian Federalist
and Confederalist Forces,
will affect the trajectory of
the conflict, which Mr. Abiy’s
government has termed “an
existential war”.

The TPLF and the OLA,

which the government offi-
cially designated as terrorist
groups in May, are well-
known, but the alliance’s
other seven members are ob-
scure, said one diplomat fol-
lowing security matters.

“If they are really serious
about taking up arms against
the government then it’s po-
tentially a real problem for
the government,” the diplo-
mat said. “I don’t know the
majority of them, I don’t
know how many people they

Act now on climate, youth tell leaders

Greta Thunberg
labels COP26

a ‘failure’

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
GLASGOW

Thousands of young people
marched through the streets
of Glasgow on Friday to prot-
est against a lack of climate
action with a clear message
to negotiators at the COP26
summit: “If not now, when?”

Two days of demonstra-
tions are planned in the Scot-
tish city to highlight the dis-
connect between the glacial
pace of emissions reductions
and the climate emergency
already swamping countries
across the world.

Swedish campaigner Gre-
ta Thunberg branded the UN
summit a “failure” and said
that pledges from some na-
tions made during COP26 to

ELSEWHERE

Hamas law keeps woman
from studying abroad
GAZA CITY

Afaf al-Najar had found a way
out of Gaza. The 19-year-old
won a scholarship to study
communications in Turkey,
secured all the travel
documents and even paid
$500 to skip the long lines at
the Rafah crossing with
Egypt. But she failed to do so
because of a male guardian
ship law enacted by the
militant group Hamas, which
rules the territory. The law
says that a male relative can
petition a court to prevent a
woman from travelling if it
would result in "absolute
harm." Al-Najar's father filed
a petition, and the court
prevented her from travelling
so that it could consider it. ap
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Clean up your mess: Climate activist Greta Thunberg taking
part in a protest march in Glasgow on Friday. =GerTyimaces

accelerate their emissions
cuts amounted to little more
than “a two-week long cele-
bration of business as usual
and ‘blah, blah, blah’.”

“It is not a secret that
COP26 is a failure,” she said
at the mass protest. “This is
no longer a climate confe-
rence. This is now a global

greenwashing festival.”

Onlookers to Friday’s
march lined the streets and
hung out of windows to
watch the stream of protes-
ters, who held banners read-
ing “No Planet B” and “Cli-
mate Action Now”.

“I'm here because the
world leaders are deciding

US. cancels deal with
troubled vaccine maker

It had produced contaminated jabs

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON

The Federal Government
has canceled a multimillion
dollar deal with Emergent
BioSolutions, a Maryland-
based vaccine manufacturer
with facilities in Baltimore
that were found to have pro-
duced millions of contami-
nated Johnson & Johnson
vaccine doses this spring,
the  Washington  Post
reported.

Emergent disclosed the
development on Thursday.
Emergent said it will forgo
about $180 million due to
the contract’s termination.

Emergent played a role in
the Trump administration’s
effort to speed up vaccine
development and distribu-
tion. But after winning a

contract from the previous
administration, it quickly
ran into production
problems.

In March, ingredients in-
tended for use in producing
the Oxford-AstraZeneca vac-
cine shots contaminated 15
million doses of the Johnson
& Johnson vaccine. The pro-
blems with the vaccines
caused a delay in
production.

After that, the Biden ad-
ministration put Johnson &
Johnson in direct control of
vaccine production there.

In June, the Food and
Drug Administration decid-
ed to discard at least anoth-
er 60 million additional dos-
es of the Johnson & Johnson
vaccine produced at the
plant.

Chinese journalist jailed over
COVID-19 reports ‘close to death’

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BEIJING

A citizen journalist jailed for
her coverage of China’s in-
itial response to COVID-19 in
Wuhan is close to death after
going on hunger strike, her
family said, prompting re-
newed calls from rights
groups for her immediate
release.

Zhang Zhan, 38, a former
lawyer, travelled to Wuhan
in February 2020 to report
on the chaos at the pandem-
ic’s epicentre, questioning
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authorities’ handling of the
outbreak in her smartphone
videos.

She was detained in May
2020 and sentenced in De-
cember to four years in jail
for “picking quarrels and

provoking trouble” - a
charge routinely used to
suppress dissent.

She is now severely un-
derweight and “may not live
for much longer”, her broth-
er Zhang Ju wrote last week
on a Twitter account verified
by people close to the mat-

»

ter. Ms. Zhang has been on a
hunger strike and was force-
fed through nasal tubes, her
legal team, which did not
have information on her cur-
rent condition, told AFP ear-
lier this year.

“She may not survive the
coming cold winter,” Mr.
Zhang Ju wrote, adding that
he had urged his sister in let-
ters to “take care of herself”.

“In her heart, it seems
there is only God and her be-
liefs, with no care for anyth-
ing else.”

the fate of our future and the
present of people that have
already been impacted by
climate crisis,” said 18-year-
old Valentina Ruas.

“We won’t accept anyth-
ing that isn’t real climate pol-
icy centred on climate
justice.”

Sixteen-year-old Beth Do-
naldson said young people
were fed up with hollow pro-
mises from leaders.

“We see on the TV all
these political leaders saying
they’re going to take action
but we never see what action
they’re actually going to
take,” she said.

School children were out
in force, with some schools
allowing pupils to skip les-
sons to see the march and
one young green warrior
holding a placard that read:
“Climate change is worse
than homework”.

Extremists kill
69 people in
western Niger

ASSOCIATED PRESS
NIAMEY

Suspected Islamic extre-
mists ambushed a self-de-
fence brigade in western
Niger, killing 69 people in
the latest attack in the vola-
tile border region near Ma-
li, the Interior Ministry
said.

The violence took place
earlier this week near Bani-
bangou, some 250 kilo-
metres north of the capital,
Niamey, the Ministry said
in a statement on
Thursday.

The town’s Mayor was
among those killed in the
Tuesday attack and 15 oth-
er members of the village
defence  group  were
wounded in the ambush,
the statement said.

The local self-defence
groups have been helping
Niger’s military fight extre-
mists who have stepped up
attacks on civilians this
year blamed on Islamic
State-linked militants.

The resurgence of extre-
mist violence began with a
January attack on two vil-
lages that killed at least 100
people.

The following month
237 more were killed in a
series of attacks at the
hands of armed gunmen
riding motorcycles.

The mounting violence
poses a strong threat to
Niger’s President Mo-
hamed Bazoum, who was
sworn into office in April
only days after security
forces thwarted an at-
tempted military coup at
the presidential palace.

have, what resources they
have.” The government has
dismissed rebel claims of ter-
ritorial gains, saying on
Thursday the TPLF was “en-
circled” and close to defeat,
while also urging Ethiopians
to unite and join the fight.

On Friday, the Defence Mi-
nistry called on veterans to
re-enlist in the armed forces.

The U.S. Embassy issued
an advisory urging citizens
to leave the country as soon
as possible.

China to punish Taiwan
independence ‘diehards’

They are severely undermining cross-strait relations: Beijing

‘More interactions needed’

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BEIJING

China vowed on Friday to
punish “diehard” Taiwan
politicians, saying it would
ban several from visiting the
mainland, as tensions bet-
ween Beijing and Taipei
spiked to their highest level
in years.

China claims Taiwan as its
territory — to be seized one
day, by force if necessary —
and has intensified efforts in
recent years to isolate the
self-ruled island on the inter-
national stage. On Friday,
the Taiwan Affairs Office in
Beijing warned that “the
mainland will pursue crimi-
nal responsibility for Taiwan
independence diehards in
accordance with the law, to
be effective for life”.

The statement by spokes-
woman Zhu Fenglian named
Taiwanese Premier Su
Tseng-chang,  Parliament
Speaker Yu Shyi-kun and Fo-
reign Minister Joseph Wu as
among a minority of inde-
pendence supporters.

Ms. Zhu said the politi-
cians “have tried to instigate
cross-strait confrontation,
maliciously attacked and
slandered the mainland...
severely undermining cross-
strait relations”. She added

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TAIPEI
The head of a European
Parliament delegation on
Friday urged the
international community to
interact more with Taiwan
to help defuse tensions with
China, dismissing its claim
that visiting the island was a
provocation.

China has slammed visits
by overseas politicians as

“provocations”. Beijing on
Thursday expressed “strong
dissatisfaction and firm
opposition” to what has
been described as the first
“official” delegation to
Taipei from the European
Parliament.

“It’s not a provocation to
come to Taiwan. It should
be normal,” French MEP
Raphael Glucksmann told a
press conference in Taipei.

that Beijing has prohibited
them and their family mem-
bers from entering the main-
land, Hong Kong or Macau.

Their affiliates would also
be restricted from cooperat-
ing with mainland organisa-
tions and individuals, she
said, without giving more
details.

‘Won’t be intimidated’
Taiwan’s Mr. Su on Friday
brushed off the threat from
Beijing, saying he “won’t be
intimidated.”

“It doesn’t (rule) Taiwan
for one day but it’s bossing
Taiwan around,” Mr. Su said
of Beijing when asked about
the list of “diehards” in Par-

liament. The nationalist Ku-
omintang party fled to Tai-
wan in 1949 after losing the
Chinese civil war.

The island of 24 million
people has since trans-
formed into a vibrant de-
mocracy and major tech
hub, leading many — includ-
ing President Tsai Ing-wen —
to assert Taiwan’s distinct
identity, which Beijing at-
tacks as separatism. Beijing-
Taipei ties have plunged
since Ms. Tsai rose to power
in 2016.

“Those who forget their
ancestors, betray their
motherland and split the
country will not come to a
good end,” Ms. Zhu said.

Iran may have 210 kg of 20% enriched uranium

ASSOCIATED PRESS
TEHRAN

Iran’s atomic agency said on
Friday that its stockpile of
20% enriched uranium has
reached over 210 kilograms,
the latest defiant move
ahead of upcoming nuclear
talks with the West.

The figure, attributed to
agency spokesman Behrouz
Kamalvan, was carried in a
report by the semi-official

Tasnim and Fars news agen-
cies. Under the historic 2015
nuclear deal between Iran
and the World Powers, Iran
was not meant to enrich ura-
nium above 3.67%. Enriched
uranium above 90% can be
used for nuclear weapons.
After months of delays,
the European Union, Iran
and the U.S. announced on
Wednesday that indirect
talks to resuscitate the deal

would resume on November
29 in Vienna.

The nuclear deal, known
as the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action, or JCPOA,
promises Iran economic in-
centives in exchange for li-
mits on its nuclear pro-
gramme, and is meant to
prevent Tehran from deve-
loping a nuclear bomb.

Mr. Kamalvandi also said
that so far his agency has al-

so produced 25 kilograms of
60% enriched uranium, a le-
vel that only countries with
nuclear weapons have the

physical capabilities to
produce.
The U.S. unilaterally

pulled out of the nuclear
deal in 2018 under then-Pre-
sident Donald Trump, but
Britain, France, Germany,
China and Russia have tried
to preserve the accord.
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CBIC tightens
norms to bar
input tax credit

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI
The CBIC has come out
with norms on blocking of
tax credit by GST field offic-
ers, saying that such block-
ing should be on the basis
of ‘material evidence’ and
not just out of ‘suspicion.’
The norms laid down
five specific circumstances
in which such credit could
be blocked by a senior tax
officer. These include in-
voices on which GST has
not been paid by sellers.
The Central Board of In-
direct Taxes and Customs
(CBIC) said the commis-
sioner or an officer author-
ised by him, not below the
rank of assistant commis-
sioner, must form an opi-
nion for blocking of input
tax credit (ITC) only after
‘proper application of
mind’ considering all the
facts of the case.

India’s revenue surge to fund

welfare, not fiscal gap: sources

Govt. to spend more on rural job guarantee, incentives programme for exporters

REUTERS
NEW DELHI

India will utilise a big bump
in revenue collection to fund
welfare programmes instead
of trying to beat its fiscal def-
icit target or lower borrow-
ing, two government officials
told Reuters.

The country is set to ex-
ceed its revenue collection
target of ¥15.45 lakh crore,
the first beat in four years,
but a big chunk of the extra
cash will go to a rural job
programme and to provide
free cereals to the poor.

The Centre is also likely to
lose %550 billion to I600 bil-
lion in revenue after cutting
fuel taxes this week.

“Even after the cut in fuel
taxes we should be able to
exceed the tax collection tar-

Musk’s Starlink to explore
telco tie-up for broadband

Firm to focus on rural areas: official

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI
Elon Musk-led SpaceX’s sa-
tellite broadband arm Star-
link is planning to explore
collaboration with telecom
companies in India to ex-
pand broadband services in
the country with a focus on
rural areas, a top company
official said on Friday.
Starlink country director
India at SpaceX Sanjay Bhar-
gava told PTI that discus-
sions with broadband ser-
vice providers will start
once the 12 Phase-1 aspira-
tional districts are identified
by the NITI Aayog and the
company will see the inter-
est levels of the various
players and the Universal

Service Obligation Fund.
“Iam hoping we will get a

time-bound 100% broad-
band plan that can serve as
a model for other districts
but the devil is in the details.
There may be many good
reasons why one or more
broadband providers do not
want to collaborate, though
to me that seems unlikely.”

Ray of hope: Govt. plans to top up its rural job-guarantee
effort by up to 300 billion, says an official. =kommurisriNIvAs

get for the year but will use
the funds for rural job pro-
gramme and subsidies,” said
one of the officials, both of
whom declined to be identi-
fied talking about market-
sensitive figures. “Fiscal defi-
cit and borrowing will be at
the budget estimate levels.”

GAIL can buy
IL&FS’s stake
in OTPC: NCLT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT) has
approved State-owned gas
utility GAIL (India) Ltd’s ac-
quisition of bankrupt In-
frastructure Leasing and
Financial Services’ 26%
stake in ONGC Tripura
Power Company (OTPC),
GAIL said on Friday.

“NCLT has granted ap-
proval for the acquisition
of 26% equity stake of In-
frastructure Leasing & Fi-
nancial Services (IL&FS)
Group by GAIL (India) Ltd.
in OTPC,” GAIL said in a
stock exchange filing.

The stake, it said, is be-
ing acquired from IL&FS
Group companies.

US. job growth picks up in
Oct.,, jobless rate falls to 4.6%

Non-farm payrolls rose by 5,31,000 jobs: Labor Department

REUTERS
WASHINGTON
U.S. employment increased
more than expected in Oc-
tober as the headwind from
the surge in COVID-19 infec-
tions over the summer sub-
sided, offering more evi-
dence that economic activity
was regaining momentum
early in the fourth quarter.

Non-farm  payrolls in-
creased by 5,31,000 jobs last
month, the Labor Depart-
ment said in its closely-
watched employment report
on Friday.

Data for September was
revised higher to show
3,12,000 jobs created in-

stead of the previously re-
ported 1,94,000.
Economists polled by
Reuters had forecast pay-
rolls rising by 4,50,000 jobs.
Worker shortages persisted,
even as federal government-
funded unemployment be-

nefits wound down in early
September and schools
reopened.

Still, the report joined ris-
ing consumer confidence
and services sector activity
in painting a more favoura-
ble picture of the economy,
after the Delta variant of the
coronavirus and economy-
wide shortages of goods res-
trained growth in the third
quarter to its slowest pace in
more than a year.

The unemployment rate
fell to 4.6% from 4.8% in
September.

About five million people
have left the labour force
since the pandemic started.

The finance ministry de-
clined to comment.

Before the fuel tax cut,
many economists had pred-
icted India bettering its fiscal
deficit target of 6.8% by 30-
50 basis points for the year
that ends on March 31.

Market participants had

also expected the govern-
ment to review its budgeted
borrowing of 12.05 lakh
crore before starting discus-
sions on its next budget to be
presented on February 1.

Top-up planned

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s administration is
planning to top up its rural
job-guarantee effort by up to
%300 billion, said the second
official, having used up %730
billion allocated for the cur-
rent fiscal year.

The government will also
have to provide an additional
%500 billion each for its free
food drive and an incentives
programme for exporters,
said the officials. It has also
approved 3400 billion extra
in fertiliser subsidies.

DoT fixes Dec.
2022 for new
IP address shift

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Department of Tele-
com (DoT) has fixed De-
cember 2022 as the dea-
dline for Internet service
providers to customise
their network as well as
change modems and rou-
ters at customer premises
for services as per the In-
ternet Protocol address,
IPv6.

The DoT has set June 30,
2022 as the last date for
complete transition to IPv6
for government organisa-
tions, according to an offi-
cial note issued on Novem-
ber 2.

“All new retail wireline
customer connections pro-
vided by service providers
after December 31, 2022,
shall be capable of carrying
IPv6 traffic either on dual
stack or on native IPv6,”
the note said.

Goyal urges fivefold boost to
export of technical textiles

India’s share is $19 bn in a $250-bn global market, he says

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
COIMBATORE

The annual growth rate of
the technical textiles sector
in the country should be in
the 15%-20% range in the
next five years, from the cur-
rent 8%, said Union Minister
of Textiles, Commerce and
Industry, Consumer Affairs
and Food and Public Distri-
bution Piyush Goyal.

It is time to target a five
times’ increase in export of
technical textiles in three
years, he told representa-
tives of the Indian Technical
Textile Association (ITTA) in
New Delhi on Friday.

The world market for
technical textiles is $250 bil-

Piyush Goyal

lion and India’s share is $19
billion.

‘Net exporter’

The biggest players are the
U.S., West European coun-
tries, China and Japan.

Pandemic eases venture
capital fundraising: Naidu
‘StartupXseed mulls 500-crore fund’

MINI TEJASWI
BENGALURU
The technology acceleration
that followed the pandemic
has made it easier for ven-
ture capital firms to raise
funds quickly, said B.V. Nai-
du, a tech veteran and Star-
tupXseed Ventures founder
and managing partner.
While putting together a
venture fund was a hercu-
lean task until a couple of
years ago, it had got a lot ea-
sier and quicker after the
pandemic, Mr. Naidu noted.
“All are convinced about
the technology acceleration
story that is happening all
around. Physical travel is
not required. Fund-closing
cycles have significantly got

B. V. Naidu

shortened,” he added.
“Closures are happening
in the first or at least in the
second meeting itself,” Mr.
Naidu told The Hindu. His
firm was also contemplating
a 3500-crore fund that is ex-
pected to be ready for dis-
bursement in 2022.

In January 2019, the go-
vernment issued 207 HSN
Codes for technical textiles
and in less than two years,
India had become a net ex-
porter of technical textiles.

It also unveiled the Na-
tional Technical Textiles Mis-
sion in February last year. In
FY21, India’s major share of
technical textile exports was
in PPEs, N-95 and surgical
masks, and fabric for PPEs
and masks. As many as 92
technical textile items have
been made mandatory for
use by government organisa-
tions covering agriculture,
horticulture, highways, rail-
ways, water resources, and
medical applications.

‘PLI will allow AC sector
to compete globally

Firms see 3-fold jump in value added

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The production linked in-
centive (PLI) scheme ap-
proved by the Centre earlier
this week would help pro-
vide a level-playing field to
domestic players and create
an enabling environment
for the industry to compete
globally, leading manufac-
turers said.

Firms would get an op-
portunity to make high-
quality products on par
with global counterparts,
said industry players such
as Daikin, Blue Star and
Panasonic.

On Wednesday, the go-
vernment had said it would
select 42 firms as beneficiar-
ies under the PLI scheme for
the white goods sector. The
selected applicants include
26 for air-conditioner manu-
facturing with a committed
investment of 33,898 crore.

The highest approved
proposal of ¥538.70 crore
was from Japan’s Daikin In-
dustries. Its subsidiary Dai-
kin Airconditioning India
plans to manufacture com-
pressors, heat exchangers,
sheet metal components
and plastic moulding com-
ponents under the PLI
scheme at Sri City, Andhra
Pradesh, where it is setting a
75-acre greenfield project.

“This investment is not
only for India, but we are al-
so looking for an exports
market in a big way... We
have been observing the go-
vernment approach. It’s
quite positive,” Daikin India
CMD K.J. Jawa told PTIL.

Via the PLI scheme, the
firm is aiming to make India
a production hub for the
African and West Asian mar-
ket, he said. “We are looking
at [a] China-plus-one model
and capitalising on the cur-
rent resistance against Chi-
na after the pandemic. Dai-
kin has established itself

very well in the last few
years... We would be putting
up a compressor plant, dev-
ice factory and also heat ex-
changer,” he added.

‘More locally-made ACs’
Panasonic India CEO Man-
ish Sharma said: “Last year,
the Indian AC market was
pegged at around 7.5 mil-
lion. Of this, 2.5 million
were imports, which have
come down significantly
due to the ban on the im-
port of gas-filled ACs.

“We expect the market to
touch 9 million this year; of
this, 8-8.5 million will be
[made] locally. Currently,
ACs come with 25% local va-
lue addition; with the cur-
rent PLI scheme, this can go
up to 75% in the next 3-5
years,” he said.

Blue Star MD B. Thiagara-
jan said it had received ap-
proval for heat exchangers
and sheet metal compo-
nents for its upcoming pro-
ject at Sri City.

“The component ecosys-
tem in the country in the
next three years would be
good,” he said.

Consumer Electronics
and Appliances Manufactur-
ers Association President
Eric Braganza said: “The
scheme would lead to inclu-
sive growth, which in turn
will aid in creating more job
opportunities in the country
and will also put an upward
thrust in the economy by
bringing in large-scale ma-
nufacturing to India.”

TII mulls 6 more divisions: MD

‘Bid to insulate firm from cyclical nature of auto industry’

N. ANAND
CHENNAI
Tube Investments of India
Ltd. (TI), a part of the
%41,713-crore  Murugappa
Group, is planning to create
six more divisions to insulate
itself from the cyclical na-
ture of the auto sector as
part of its long-term strategy.
The long-term objective is
over time build 10 business
platforms each of which can
basically have multiple divi-
sions and basically focus on
their own line of business,
said Vellayan Subbiah, MD.
“We actually are working
with some consultants also
in terms of identifying op-
portunity areas to get into,
and that helping us basically
identify what we see as areas

Vellayan Subbiah

of greatest potential.”

Currently, TII has four
platforms namely engineer-
ing, metal-formed products,
mobility solutions and other
businesses. Over time, it
plans to add six more plat-
forms, he said.

For the current fiscal, TII

has proposed to incur a ca-
pex of ¥200-3250 crore. TI-1
(core business) is looking at
a growth of 6%-10%. It is
starting its lean initiative
next month.

“We need to kind of look
at the next level of opportun-
ity in terms of margin im-
provement in the core busi-
nesses. That is step number
one. So that’s what’s going to
spin off the cash. It will be
used for TI-2 and TI-3.”

During Q3 of last year, TII
had planned a three-engine
model of growth with TI-1
comprising core business,
TI-2 new step-outs and fron-
tier businesses such as optic
lens and EV three-wheelers
and TI-3 inorganic growth
and acquisitions.

Djokovic enters the last four

To take on Hurkacz; Medvedev and Zverev in quarterfinals

PARIS MASTERS

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS

Top-ranked Novak Djokovic
beat unseeded American Tay-
lor Fritz 6-4, 6-3 on Friday to
reach the Paris Masters semi-
finals and remain on course
for a record-extending sixth
title at the tournament.

Djokovic is also vying for a
record 37th Masters title. He is
tied on 36 with fellow 20-time
Slam winner Rafael Nadal.

Djokovic next faces se-
venth-seeded Hubert Hur-
kacz. Hurkacz beat James
Duckworth 6-2, 6-7(4), 7-5 to
secure the last spot for the
season-ending ATP Finals.

Medvedev survives

Meanwhile on Thursday, de-
fending champion Daniil
Medvedev rallied to beat un-
seeded Sebastian Korda 4-6,
6-1, 6-3 and book a spot in the

cM
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Double delight: Hubert Hurkacz is ecstatic after sealing both
a semifinal place and a spot in the ATP Finals. =GeTTy IMAGES

quarterfinals against the local
hope Hugo Gaston.

Fourth-seeded Alexander
Zverev moved into the last
eight after beating Grigor Di-
mitrov 7-6(4), 6-7 (3), 6-3.

The quarterfinal line-up
was completed by sixth-seed-
ed Casper Ruud, who routed
Marcos Giron 6-2 6-1 to seal
his place in the ATP Finals.

The results: Quarterfinals:
Hubert Hurkacz bt James Duck-
worth 6-2, 6-7(4), 7-5; Novak

»

Djokovic bt Taylor Fritz 6-4,
6-3.

Third round: Djokovic w/o
Gael Monfils; Fritz bt Cameron
Norrie 6-3, 7-6(3); Duckworth
bt Alexei Popyrin 7-6(6), 6-4;
Hurkacz bt Dominik Koepfer
4-6, 7-5, 6-2; Casper Ruud bt
Marcos Giron 6-2, 6-1.

Alexander Zverev bt Grigor
Dimitrov 7-6(4), 6-7(3), 6-3;
Daniil Medvedev bt Sebastian
Korda 4-6, 6-1, 6-3; Hugo Gas-
ton bt Carlos Alcaraz 6-4, 7-5.

Russia in
summit clash

BILLIE JEAN KING CUP

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PRAGUE

Unlikely heroine Liudmila
Samsonova won both her
rubbers to lead Russia to a
2-1 win over the United
States in the semifinals of
the Billie Jean King Cup fi-
nal here on Friday.

The lowest-placed Rus-
sian player at the tourna-
ment, the 40th-ranked
Samsonova beat Sloane
Stephens 1-6, 6-4, 6-3 and
then teamed up with Vero-
nika Kudermetova to sink
Shelby Rogers and Coco
Vandeweghe 6-3, 6-3 in the
doubles.

Danielle Collins had
evened the tie with by edg-
ing Anastasia Pavlyuchen-
kova 6-7(9), 7-6(2), 6-2.

Australia and Switzer-
land had completed the
quarterfinal line-up on
Thursday.

RACING

Lake Tahoe primed to repeat in main event

BENGALURU: Lake Tahoe, who is in

fine fettle, may score an encore in
the Vijayanagar Cup (1,400m), the
main event of the races postponed
from Friday, Nov. 5, (because of in-
clement weather) to Saturday (Nov
6). False rails (width about 6m
from 1,600m to the winning post)
will be in position.

MALAPRABHA PLATE (1,400m),

rated 0O to 25, 1-00 p.m.: 1. Dev-
ils Magic (1) S. John 62, 2. Icelandic
(8) Akshay K 61, 3. Mystic Mountain
(2) Yash 61, 4. Black Coffee (4) Ar-
shad 59.5, 5. Bombix (11) Kiran Rai
59.5, 6. Code Of Honour (7) Neeraj
59, 7. Max Mueller (-) (-) 58.5, 8.
Iron Fist (6) J.H. Arul 58, 9. Osibisa
(9) M. Naveen 58, 10. Happy Dan-
cing (5) P. Mani 55.5, 11. Altair (3)
Mark 55.5 and 12. Hitomi Sakuma
(10) Rajesh Kumar 55.

1. BLACK COFFEE, 2. DEVILS MAGIC,
2. CODE OF HONOUR

MAN ‘O’ WAR PLATE (1,200m),

maiden 3-y-o only, (Terms) 1-30.
1. Golden Wings (4) Antony Raj 57,
2. Klockner (9) Darshan 57, 3. Mat-
era (3) Akshay K 57, 4. Super Kind
(8) Mark 57, 5. Tactical Command
(1) Dhanu Singh 57, 6. The Adviser
(6) Arvind K 57, 7. Thousand Words
(5) Arshad 57, 8. Divya Shakthi (2)
R. Marshall 55.5 and 9. Star Of The
Hills (7) Kiran Rai 55.5.

1. MATERA, 2. KLOCKNER,
3. GOLDEN WINGS

SHIMSHA PLATE (DIV. 1II),

(1,200m), rated 0O to 25, 4-y-0
& over, 2-00: 1. Ozark (10) Manish R
60, 2. Silverita (11) S. John 60, 3.
Aerospeed (6) P. Mani 59.5, 4.
Niche Hemp (8) Yash 59.5, 5. Sand
Castles (3) Nazerul 58.5, 6. Alta-
monte (5) Salman Khan 58.5, 7.
Quick Shots (2) P. Surya 58.5, 8.
Rightly Noble (12) Md. Akram 58.5,
9. Baroness (7) Rajesh K 57.5, 10. Li-
feismiracle (1) Mark 57.5, 11. South-
ern Power (9) Md. Habeeb 56 and
12. Santorini Secret (4) Tousif Khan
1. NICHE HEMP, 2. OZARK,
3. SILVERITA

CHITRAKOTE FALLS PLATE

(1,100m), rated 20 to 45. 2-30: 1.
Powerful Lady (6) S. John 60, 2.
Gin Daisy (7) P. Siddaraju 59.5, 3.
Golden Vision (4) Yash 58, 4. Stone
House (-) (-) 57, 5. Elite Crown (3)
Kiran Rai 52.5, 6. Crimson Heart
(=) (=) 51.5, 7. Compliance (1) B.
Harish 51, 8. Raven Star (2) Vinod
Shinde 51, 9. Striking Melody (-)
(-) 51 and 10. Ultimate Choice (5) P.
Surya 50.5.
1. GOLDEN VISION,
2. POWERFUL LADY, 3. RAVEN STAR

BRAHMAPUTRA PLATE

(1,200m), rated 20 to 45, 4-y-0
& over, 3-00: 1. Recall Of You (9)
Yash 60, 2. Realia (11) Chetan K 58,
3. Star And Garter (5) Antony 58, 4.
Flamingo Road (1) J. H. Arul 57.5, 5.
Definitive (4) P. Siddaraju 57, 6.
Smithsonian (2) Kiran Rai 56.5, 7.

Gypsy (8) D. Patel 55.5, 8. Shin-
ing Rock (6) P. Surya 55, 9. Shan-
aey (3) Vishal Bunde 54.5, 10.
Hafnium (7) R. Marshall 53.5 and
11. Jersey Legend (10) Rayan 53.
1. RECALL OF YOU, 2. FLAMINGO
ROAD, 3. STAR AND GARTER

KABINI TROPHY (1,600m),

maiden 3-y-o only (Terms), 3-
30: 1. Drums Of War (-) (-) 57, 2.
Fun And Laughter (4) Antony 57,
3. Here I Come (5) S. Shareef 57,
4. Southern Dynasty (6) C. S.
Jodha 57, 5. Juggaad (7) Arshad
55.5, 6. Love (3) Yash 55.5, 7. Rul-
ing Goddess (1) Akshay K 55.5
and 8. Secret Of Life (2) Dhanu
Singh 55.5.
1. SOUTHERN DYNASTY, 2. RUL-
ING GODDESS, 3. SECRET OF LIFE
7. VIJAYANAGAR CUP (1,400m),
rated 40 to 65, 4-y-0 & over, 4-
00: 1. Green Channel (1) Antony
60.5, 2. Lake Tahoe (5) S. John
60.5, 3. Peluche (4) Arshad 60.5,
4. Set To Win (6) M. Naveen
60.5, 5. Electra (7) Yash 59, 6.
Hokkaido (8) Akshay K 59, 7. In-
dian Pharaoh (3) Kiran Rai 57, 8.
Speedster (2) S. Shareef 56, 9.
Whizzo (9) Vinod Shinde (9) 56
and Mohican (10) Nazerul 52.5.
1. LAKE TAHOE, 2. SPEEDSTER,
3. GREEN CHANNEL

HOGENAKKAL FALLS PLATE
(1,400m), rated 20 to 45, 4-
y-0 & over 4.30: 1. Aceros (1) L.
A. Roazario 62.5, 2. Musterion

»

(3) Kiran Rai 61.5, 3. Kimera (4)
Md. Akram 60, 4. Fictioneer (7)
R. Pradeep 57.5, 5. Three Aces
(5) S. Saqglain 55.5, 6. Livisilla (2)
Arshad 54.5, 7. The Sovereign
Orb (6) Akshay K 54.5 and 8. Im-
pelling Power (8) Dhanu Singh
50.

1. THE SOVEREIGN ORB,

2. IMPELLING POWER,

3. LIVISILLA

SHIMSHA PLATE (DIV. 1),
(1,200m), rated 0O to 25, 4-
y-0 & over, 5-00: 1. Lightning At-
tack (1) S. Saqlain 61.5, 2. Sweet
Kiss (9) Kiran Rai 61, 3. Chain Of
Thoughts (4) S. John 60, 4.
Comeonson (5) H.M. Akshay
59.5, 5. Galactical (7) A. Chavan
59.5, 6. Highland Rock (12) Vivek
59.5, 7.Lightning Charlie (11) P.
Surya 59.5, 8. Another Rainbow
(3) Dhanu Singh 59, 9. Ex-
traordinary (10) Arvin K 59, 10.
Impeccable (2) Yash 59, I11.
Phoenix Surprise (8) Chetan G
59 and 12. Rainbow Rising (6) L.
A. Rozario 58.5.
1. IMPECCABLE,
2. CHAIN OF THOUGHTS,
3. ANOTHER RAINBOW
Days best: LAKE TAHOE
Double: BLACK COFFEE — THE
SOVEREIGN ORB
Jkt: 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9; Treble (i): 1, 2
and 3, (ii): 4, 5 and 6, (iii): 7, 8
and 9.
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India blows away Scotland, keeps its slender hopes alive

After Jadeja, Shami and Bumrah bundle out the opposition for 85, openers Rahul and Rohit help the Men in Blue reach the target off just 39 deliveries

SCOREBOARD
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Kiwis brush aside Namibia, move to second

No clue: Coetzer's off-stump is pegged back by a Bumrah

2 S e B

ICC T20 WC

AMOL KARHADKAR
DUBAI

Virat Kohli couldn’t have
asked for a better occasion
than his birthday to win the
first toss of the ICC T20 World
Cup. And the Men in Blue,
consisting of three spinners
for the first time in the tour-
nament, gave its captain a fit-
ting gift as India thrashed
Scotland by eight wickets in
its penultimate Super 12
match on Friday night.

The inexperienced Scot-
tish batters just could not
withstand the relentless pres-
sure applied by India’s bow-
lers to be skittled out for a
paltry 85 in the 18th over at
the Dubai International
Cricket Stadium.

Finding their mojo

Rohit Sharma (30, 16b, 5x4,
1x6) and K.L. Rahul (50, 19b,
6x4, 3x6), who had found
their mojo in Abu Dhabi two
nights ago, then made a
mockery of Scotland’s bow-
ling as India overhauled the

target off just 39 balls.

After Rohit was plumb in
front off a Brad Wheal yorker
off the last ball of the fifth ov-
er, captain Kohli joined Rahul
in the middle.

Even though Rahul per-
ished after a quickfire fifty off
just 18 balls, the fastest of this
edition, Kohli was at the
crease when Suryakumar Ya-
dav scored the winning six to
complete the formalities.

India required to cross
Scotland’s total in 7.1 overs to
better New Zealand’s and Af-
ghanistan’s Net Run Rate.

Having ticked the box, it
will now hope for Afghanis-
tan to surprise New Zealand
on Sunday and make it to the
semifinals by beating Nami-
bia the next day.

Considering  Scotland’s
struggles against quality spin
against Afghanistan earlier in
the tournament and Shardul
Thakur’s below-par outing in
the previous two games, it
didn’t come as a surprise
when Varun Chakravarthy, fit
again after a calf strain, re-
placed Shardul in the XI.

Jasprit Bumrah, who was

Phillips and Neesham’s final burst sets up the 52-run win for Williamson's men

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SHARJAH

New Zealand defeated Nami-
bia by 52 runs on Friday to
move closer to the ICC T20
World Cup semifinals.

Glenn Phillips and Jimmy
Neesham plundered 67 off
the last four overs as New
Zealand made 163 for four af-
ter being put in to bat.

In reply, Namibia was well
set at 47 for no loss in the
eighth over before finishing
at 111 for seven.

Phillips hit an undefeated
39 off 21 balls with one four
and three sixes while Man-
of-the-Match Neesham made
35 from 23 deliveries with a
boundary and two sixes.

Innings scan

New
Zealand

Namibia

In top gear: Neesham scattered the bowling around in the final four overs. =ceTTv IMAGES

The Black Caps, who face
Afghanistan on Sunday,
were struggling at 96 for four
off 16 overs after being invit-
ed to bat.

Steady start

Namibia saw openers Mi-
chael van Lingen (25) and
Stephan Baard (21) make a
steady start, helping their

Next assignment

New Zealand: Nov. 7 vs
Afghanistan, Abu Dhabi,
3.30 p.m. IST

Namibia: Nov. 8 vs India,
Dubai, 7.30 p.m. IST

team reach 56-3 at the mid-
way point.
But experienced seamers

Tim Southee (2/15) and Trent
Boult (2/20) applied the
brakes as Namibia was only
able to add 55 off the last 10
overs.

The scores: New Zealand 163/4
in 20 overs (Glenn Phillips 39
n.o., James Neesham 35 n.o.) bt
Namibia 111/7 in 20 overs.

Toss: Namibia; MoM: Neesham.
New Zealand won by 52 runs.

Sri Lanka ends Windies' title defence

Asalanka, Nissanka bat well; Hetmyer plays a lone hand in the chase

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
ABU DHABI

Sri Lanka defeated West In-
dies by 20 runs here on
Thursday, confirming the
defending champions’ elimi-
nation from the tournament.

Chasing 190, West Indies
reached 169 for eight in its
20 overs.

Charith Asalanka (68) and
Pathum Nissanka (51) led al-
ready-eliminated Sri Lanka
to 189 for three before Shim-
ron Hetmyer top-scored for
West Indies with a career-
best unbeaten 81.

Asalanka, coming in at
number three, reached his
half-century off 33 balls with
a stylish innings boasting six
fours. Opener Nissanka
made 51 with his fifty coming

Bravo to retire
after T20 WC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ABU DHABI

West Indies all-rounder
Dwayne Bravo said he will
retire from international
cricket after the ongoing
ICC T20 World Cup as
“time has come” to leave
the stage after a career he
can be proud of.

The 38-year-old Bravo
came out of retirement in
2019 and has been a key
member of the West Indies
team. An inconsequential
match against Australia on
Saturday will be Bravo’s
last international outing,
bringing down the curtains
on a career spanning more
than 17 years.

CM
K

Innings scan

Points table

PTS
i 2 England 4 4 0 8 3.183
30 Dots 52
Al i 4 1 1.031
7 18 ustralia 3 6 03
3 . 6 South Africa 4 3 1 6 0.742
48/1 52/3 Sri Lanka 5 2 3 4 -0.269
9.44 8.45 West Indies 4 1 3 2 | 1558
off 39 balls with five fours. Bangladesh 5 0 5 0 | -2.383
Only Hetmyer and Nicho- Pakistan (Q) 4| 4| 0| 8| 1065
las Pooran reached double
figures for the West Indies. New Zealand 4 3 1 6 1.277
Hetmyer’s 81 came off 54 India 4 |2 2 4 1.619
balls with eight fours and Afghanistan 4 2 2 4 1.481
four sixes. Pooran’s 46 came —
off 34 deliveries and fea- Namibia 4 1 3 2 -1.851
tured six fours and a six. Scotland 4 0 4 0 | 3494
The scores: Sri Lanka 189/3 in  After the India-Scotland match on Nov. 5 Q: Qualified

20 overs (Pathum Nissanka
51, Charith Asalanka 68) bt
West Indies 169 in 20 overs

New Zealand includes five

(Nicholas Pooran 46, Shim-
ron Hetmyer 81 n.o.).

spinners for India tour

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
WELLINGTON
Senior pacer Trent Boult and
pace-bowling  all-rounder
Colin de Grandhomme have
made themselves unavaila-
ble for the two-Test series
against India due to bio-bub-
ble fatigue as New Zealand,
on Thursday, named five
spinners in its 15-man squad.
The Black Caps will travel
with five spinners. The sea-
soned trio of Ajaz Patel, Will
Somerville and Mitchell
Santner will be supported by
youngsters Rachin Ravindra
and Glenn Phillips.
The squad: Kane Williamson
(Capt.), Tom Blundell (wk),

»

Boult. =FiLe PHOTO

Devon Conway, Kyle Jamieson,
Tom Latham, Henry Nicholls,
Ajaz Patel, Glenn Phillips, Ra-
chin Ravindra, Mitchell Santn-
er, Will Somerville, Tim South-
ee, Ross Taylor, Will Young and
Neil Wagner.

Toss: WI; MoM: Asalanka.
Sri Lanka won by 20 runs.

Third SA-India
Test moved
to Cape Town

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
JOHANNESBURG

Cricket South Africa an-
nounced on Friday that the
third Test between South
Africa and India will be
played in Cape Town in-
stead of Johannesburg in
January.

The revised itinerary for In-
dia's South Africa tour:
Tests: Dec. 17-21, Johannes-
burg; Dec. 26-30, Centurion;
Jan. 3-7, Cape Town.

ODIs: Jan. 11: Paarl; Jan. 14:
Cape Town; Jan. 16: Cape
Town.

T20Is: Jan. 19: Cape Town;
Jan. 21: Cape Town; Jan. 23:
Paarl; Jan. 26: Paarl.

Jadeja... a telling spell. =arp

whipped for a six by George
Munsey in the first over, start-
ed the Scotland downfall by
getting rid of its captain Kyle
Coetzer with a slower ball in
the third over.

While Munsey and Mat-
thew Cross survived the Po-
werPlay, Ravindra Jadeja,
who along with Mohammed
Shami was the pick of the
bowlers with idential figures

C) We have played

excellent cricket in

the last two-three

years. You can’t

judge us after one or

two bad matches
JADEJA

(3/15), struck twice in his first
over to spell doom for Scot-
land.

The first of those dismis-
sals — Richie Berrington was
flummoxed with the ball
pitching on the leg and turn-
ing enough to beat the bat
and strike into the middle
stump — will be cherished by
the week-end spectators who
turned up to support India.

Shami then equalled, if not
bettered, the best-dismissal
competition with a perfect
yorker which tailender Alas-
dair Evans had no answer.

While R. Ashwin was un-
lucky to have seen Rishabh
Pant miss a stumping in his
last over, Bumrah, who bow-
led a maiden in the middle
overs, came back to dismiss
Mark Watt and end Scotland’s
misery.

SCOTLAND
George Munsey c Hardik b
Shami 24 (19b, 4x4, 1x6), Kyle
Coetzer b Bumrah 1 (7b), Mat-
thew Cross lbw b Jadeja 2
(9b), Richie Berrington b
Jadeja O (5b), Calum MacLeod
b Shami 16 (28b), Michael
Leask lbw b Jadeja 21 (12b,
2x4, 1x6), Chris Greaves c
Hardik b Ashwin 1 (7b), Mark
Watt b Bumrah 14 (13b, 2x4),
Safyaan Sharif run out O (7b),
Alasdair Evans b Shami O (7b),
Brad Wheal (not out) 2 (4b);
Extras (lb-1, w-3): 4; Total (in
17.4 overs): 85.
FALL OF WICKETS
1-13 (Coetzer, 2.3 overs), 2-27
(Munsey, 5.2), 3-28 (Berring-
ton, 6.3), 4-29 (Cross, 6.6), 5-
58 (Leask, 11.2), 6-63
(Greaves, 13.4), 7-81
(MacLeod, 16.1), 8-81 (Sharif,
16.2), 9-81 (Evans, 16.3).
INDIA BOWLING
Bumrah 3.4-1-10-2, Varun 3-
0-15-0, Ashwin 4-0-29-1,
Shami 3-1-15-3, Jadeja
4-0-15-3.
INDIA
K.L. Rahul ¢ MacLeod b Watt
50 (19b, 6x4, 3x6), Rohit
Sharma lbw b Wheal 30 (76b,

5x4, 1x6), Virat Kohli (not out)
2 (2b), Suryakumar Yadav (not
out) 6 (2b, 1x6); Extras (w-1):
1; Total (for two wkts. in 6.3
overs): 89.
FALL OF WICKETS

1-70 (Rohit, 4.6), 2-82 (Rahul,
5.6).

SCOTLAND BOWLING
Watt 2-0-20-1, Wheal 2-0-
32-1, Evans 1-0-16-0, Sharif 1-
0-14-0, Greaves 0.3-0-7-0.
Toss: India; MoM: Jadeja.

India won by eight wickets
with 81 balls to spare.

Innings scan

61 Dots 10

8 1

2 Sixes 5
27/2 PP 82/2
4.81 RR 13.69

Next assignment

India: Nov. 8 vs Namibia,
Dubai, 7.30 p.m. IST

Scotland: Nov. 7 vs Pakistan,
Sharjah, 7.30 p.m. IST

Australia steamrollers Bangladesh

Zampa just misses a hat-trick, but returns maiden five-wicket haul

AYAN ACHARYA
DUBAI

Australia chased down Ban-
gladesh’s below-par total of
73 in just 6.2 overs for an
eight-wicket win in a Group 1
Super 12 contest here on
Thursday.

Adam Zampa was Player-
of-the-Match for his maiden
five-wicket haul in T20Is (five
for 19).

Chasing 74, Aaron Finch
and David Warner came out
swinging, with Finch being
particularly severe, racking
up a 20-ball 40 with four six-
es and two fours.

After the openers depart-
ed, Mitchell Marsh got Aus-
tralia over the line with a six
in the company of Glenn
Maxwell with 82 balls to
spare.

Earlier, Mitchell Starc
struck in the first over, get-
ting Litton Das. Soumya Sar-
kar was the next to go —
chopping Josh Hazlewood
onto his stumps. Next over,
Maxwell trapped Mushfiqur
Rahim in front.

_—

Spinning a web: Zampa had the Bangladesh batter

at sixes and sevens. =GETTY IMAGES

Mohammad Naim and
Mahmudullah attempted to
arrest the slide briefly before
Hazlewood returned to have
Naim caught. Things went

Gritty effort: Hetmyer stood tall even as his mates perished
around him. =GeTTY IMAGES

Manika progresses;
Sathiyan bows out

WTT CONTENDER

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Manika Batra entered the
women’s quarterfinals of
the World Table Tennis
Contender at Lasko (Slove-
nia) with an 11-6, 8-11, 12-10,
11-4 victory over Daria Tri-
golos of Belarus on Friday.
However, G. Sathiyan lost
to Sweden’s Jon Persson 5-
11, 11-8, 8-11, 10-12 in the
men’s pre-quarterfinals.

Indian pairs advance

Manika, partnering Archa-
na Kamath, edged out the
French duo of Lucie Gauth-

ier and Audrey Zarif of
France 11-6, 8-11, 11-8, 8-11,
11-6 to reach the women’s
doubles semifinals. In
mixed doubles, Archana
and Manav  Thakkar
cruised past the Aussie pair
of Qian Yang and Dillon
Chambers 11-8, 11-7, 11-4.
Other results:

Men (round-of-32): Yuto Kizu-
kuri (Jpn) bt Sharath Kamal 12-
10, 7-11, 11-7, 11-2; Doubles
(round-of-16): Vincent Picard
& Bastian Rembert (Fra) bt
Sharath Kamal & Manav Thak-
kar 11-8, 11-6, 11-8.

Mixed doubles (round-of-16):
Wang Chugin & Wang Yidi
(Chn) bt G. Sathiyan & Manika
Batra 14-12, 11-0, 11-6.

from bad to worse when Afif
Hossain was caught off Zam-
pa’s first ball, for a four-ball
duck.

Shamim Hossain provided

Innings scan

BANG- AUSTRALIA
LADESH

55 Dots 12

7 7

1 Sixes 5
33/4 PP 67/2
4.86 RR 12.31

a few sparks with the bat; but
the procession continued as
Zampa removed Shamim
and Mahedi Hasan off the
last two balls of his third
over.

He could’ve had a hat-
trick but Matthew Wade
dropped Taskin off the first
ball of the leggie’s fourth ov-
er. But Zampa finished the
innings off in the same over,
getting rid of Shoriful Islam
and Mustafizur Rahman to
end with figures of 4-0-19-5.
The scores: Bangladesh 73 in 15
overs (Adam Zampa 5/19) lost
to Australia 78/2 in 6.2 overs
(Aaron Finch 40).

Toss: Australia; MoM: Zampa.

Australia won by eight wick-
ets with 13.4 overs to spare.

[n-form England looks to
dash South Africa’s hopes

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SHARJAH

A semifinal spot virtually as-
sured, in-form England
would look to dent South
Africa’s hopes of reaching
the last-four stage when the
two teams meet in a Group 1
Super 12 match of the ICC
T20 World Cup here on
Saturday.

With a net run rate (NRR)
of +3.183, England is more or
less through to the semifi-
nals with four wins from as
many games.

South Africa is lying in
the third spot with six
points from four matches.

At Abu Dhabi, Australia
has everything to play for as
it takes on West Indies in the
first match of the day.

TODAY’S MATCHES

@ .- @

Australia West Indies
ABU DHABI, 3.30 P.M. IST
H2H IN T20Is
Played: 16

Australia ’ West Indies

b - S

England South Africa

SHARJAH, 7.30 P.M. IST
H2H IN T20Is
Played: 21

England South Africa

(1) ©

LIVE ON STAR SPORTS 1 (SD & HD)
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Srikanth outlasts Angus

HYLO OPEN

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SAARBRUCKEN (GERMANY)
India’s K. Srikanth outlasted
NG Ka Long Angus to move
into the semifinals of the Hy-
lo Open Super 500 badmin-
ton here on Friday.

The sixth-seeded Sri-
kanth subdued the higher-
ranked Hong Kong shuttler
21-11,12-21, 21-19 in the men’s
singles last-eight clash that
lasted an hour and four mi-
nutes. On Thursday, Sri-
kanth made the quarterfi-
nals with a 21-9, 19-21, 21-10
win over Korea’s Dong Ken
Lee.

Thailand’s  Kantaphon
Wangcharaoen  defeated
Sourabh Verma 21-13, 21-10

»

K. Srikanth. =FiLe PHOTO

in 33 minutes.

In women’s doubles, Ash-
wini Ponnappa and N. Sikki
Reddy lost to Nita Violina
Marwah and Syaikah Putri
of Indonesia 15-21, 16-21 in
the last 16 clash.
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Vashisht's five-for helps Delhi rout Uttarakhand

Hyderabad gets the better of Saurashtra in a cliff-hanger, thanks to Tanmay’s brisk half-century

MUSHTAQ ALI

SPORTS BUREAU

ff-spinner Shivank Vash-

isht razed Uttarakhand
to hand Delhi a 35-run win in
a low-scoring Syed Mushtaq
Ali Trophy Group E contest
at Rohtak on Thursday.

Playing only the second
T20 of his career, Vashisht
took 5/19 in his four overs as
Uttarakhand, chasing 123 to
win, folded for 86.

His efforts saved Delhi’s
blushes after it was strug-
gling after being put in. No. 3
Himmat Singh top-scored
with 35 (34b, 3x4, 1x6) and
his partnership of 24 with
Nitish Rana (18b, 10b, 3x4,
1x6) was the highest of the in-
nings as wickets kept falling.

Impetus

Pradeep Sangwan’s unbea-
ten 25 (21b, 4x4) late in the
innings provided a much-
needed impetus and proved

invaluable in the end. Fast
bowler Mayank Mishra (3/27)
and left-arm spinner Nikhil
Kohli (3/11) were the chief
wicket-takers for
Uttarakhand.

In Sultanpur, Hyderabad
got the better of Saurashtra
in a cliff-hanger. Prerak Man-
kad (71, 46b, 4x4, 5x6) and
Jaydev Unadkat (58 n.o., 32b,
6x4, 3x6) shepherded Sau-
rashtra to 173/8 in its 20 ov-
ers. Hyderabad chased down
its target with three balls to
spare, with captain Tanmay
Agarwal scoring a 35-ball 55.

India batsman Hanuma Vi-

hari rolled his arm over and
was perhaps the pick of the
bowlers for Hyderabad, tak-
ing 2/16 in his four overs.

UP posts win

Also in Sultanpur, Uttar Pra-
desh defeated Chandigarh by
22 runs. Karn Sharma (60,
50b, 6x4, 1x6) and Rinku
Singh (57 n.o. 29b, 4x4, 4x6)
shone with the bat as UP
posted 165. Chandigarh
couldn’t muster a quick
enough reply, finishing on
143/5 in its 20 overs. Captain
Manan Vohra top-scored
with 42.

SATURDAY’S SCHEDULE

Elite A: Punjab vs Goa; Odisha
vs Maharashtra; Tamil Nadu vs
Pondicherry.

Elite B: Karnataka vs Services;
Baroda vs Chhattisgarh; Bengal
vs Mumbai.

Elite C: J & K vs Haryana; Hi-
machal vs Rajasthan; Jharkhand
vs Andhra.

Elite D: Railways vs Kerala; Gu-
jarat vs MP; Assam vs Bihar.

Elite E: Hyderabad vs Chand-
igarh; UP vs Delhi; Uttarakhand
vs Saurashtra.

Plate: Tripura vs Manipur;
Nagaland vs Mizoram; Vidarbha
vs Meghalaya; Sikkim vs Ar-
unachal Pradesh.

Driving force: Hyderabad rode on Tanmay Agarwal's 35-ball 55. sFiLe pHOTO

Prajnesh in quarters

INDIANS ABROAD

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Prajnesh Gunneswaran beat
Inaki Montes-De La Torre of
Spain 6-1, 7-5 to make the
quarterfinals of the $52,080
Challenger tennis tourna-
ment in the US.

The results:

$52,080 Challenger, Charlot-
tesville, US: Singles (pre-
quarterfinals): Prajnesh Gun-
neswaran bt Inaki Montes-De
La Torre (Esp) 6-1, 7-5; Dou-
bles (quarterfinals): Jason
Jung (Tpe) & Christopher
Rungkat (Ina) bt Dmitry Popko
(Kaz) & Arjun Kadhe 6-2, 7-5.
€44,820 Challenger, Eckental,
Germany: Singles (pre-quar-
terfinals): Ramkumar Rama-
nathan bt Maximilian Marterer
(Ger) 7-5, 7-6(4); Doubles
(quarterfinals): Roman Jebavy
(Cze) & Jonny O'Mara (GBR) bt
Viktor Vlad Cornea (Rou) &
Ramkumar Ramanathan 6-4,
6-4; (pre-quarterfinals): Victor
& Ramkumar bt Jack Draper
(GBR) & Evan Furness (Fra)
6-2, 6-4.

€44,820 Challenger, Berga-
mo, Italy: Doubles (pre-quar-
terfinals): Francesco Forti &

SYED MUSHTAQ ALI TROPHY SCORES -

Friday
Elite A (Lucknow): Punjab
137/6 in 20 overs (Shubman Gill
44, Gurkeerat Mann 41) lost to
Maharashtra 138/3 in 17.3 overs
(Ruturaj Gaikwad 80).

Goa 161/3 in 20 overs
(Aditya Kaushik 69 n.o.) bt
Pondicherry 152/7 in 20 overs
(Paras Dogra 84 n.o., Amit Ya-
dav 3/16, Shrikant Wagh 3/38).

Tamil Nadu 165/5 in 20

overs (N. Jagadeesan 37, B.
Aparajith 44 n.o.) bt Odisha
164/6 in 20 overs (Subhranshu
Senapati 67, Abhishek Raut 38
n.o.).
Elite B (Guwahati): Chhattis-
garh 145/5 in 20 overs (Akhil
Herwadkar 32, Shashank Singh
52 n.o.) lost to Karnataka 146/6
in 19.3 overs (Devdutt Padikkal
42, B.R. Sharath 42 n.o.,
Shashank Singh 3/4).

Mumbai 154/7 in 20 overs
(Ajinkya Rahane 54) bt Services
137/7 in 20 overs (Rajat Paliwal
64, Tushar Deshpande 3/35).

Bengal 146/7 in 20 overs
(Abhishek Das 35, Shahbaz

Ahmed 34, Atit Sheth 3/33) bt
Baroda 144/6 in 20 overs
(Krunal Pandya 57 n.o.).
Elite C (Vadodara): Jammu &
Kashmir 144/4 in 20 overs (lan
Dev Singh 45, Abdul Samad 40
n.o.) lost to Rajasthan 148/5 in
18.5 overs (Deepak Hooda 50,
Mabhipal Lomror 41 n.o.).
Andhra 179/4 in 20 overs
(Ashwin Hebbar 103 n.o., Nitish
Kumar Reddy 41) lost to Hary-
ana 180/4 in 17.5 overs (Hi-

manshu Rana 52, Shivam
Chauhan 45 n.o., Rahul Tewatia
46 n.o.).

Himachal 144/8 in 20 overs

(Nikhil Gangta 32, Monu Kumar
3/31) bt Jharkhand 137/9 in 20
overs (Anand Singh 34, Anukul
Roy 39).
Elite D (New Delhi): Railways
97/9 in 16 overs (Avesh Khan 3/
23) lost to Madhya Pradesh
100/3 in 13.5 overs (Venkatesh
lyer 50 n.o.).

Bihar 131/5 in 20 overs
(Mangal Mahrour 30, Sakibul
Gani 53 n.o., Basil Thampi 3/19)
lost to Kerala132/3 in 14.1 overs

(Robin Uthappa 57 retd. hurt,
Sanju Samson 45 n.o.).

Gujarat 89 in 19.2 overs

(Mukhtar Hussain 3/20) lost to
Assam 90/3 in 13.1 overs.
Elite E (Haryana): Saurashtra
147/7 in 20 overs (Prerak
Mankad 34 n.o.) bt Uttar Pra-
desh 145/8 in 20 overs (Rinku
Singh 63 n.o.).

Chandigarh 144/8 in 20
overs (Manan Vohra 42, Sarul
Kanwar 50) lost to Delhi 148/3
in 17.2 overs (Anuj Rawat 44,
Nitish Rana 50 n.o.).

Hyderabad 167/5 in 20 overs

(Tanmay Agarwal 97 n.o.) bt
Uttarakhand 106 in 18.3 overs
(Chama Milind 5/16).
Plate (Vijayawada): Arunachal
Pradesh 128 in 19.4 overs (Naz-
eeb Saiyed 32, Akhilesh Sahani
31, Bishworjit Konthoujam 4/
23) lost to Manipur 131/4in 18
overs (Narisingh Yadav 50,
Nitesh Sedai 49, Myendung
Singpho 3/36).

Sikkim 112 in 20 overs
(Akash Choudhary 3/19) lost to
Meghalaya 116/4 in 18.1 overs

Akash Kumar finishes with bronze

Goes down to Kazakh teenager Sabyrkhan in semifinals

BOXING

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BELGRADE

Debutant Akash Kumar
(54kg) signed off with a
bronze in the AIBA men’s
World boxing champion-
ships after going down to Ka-
zakh teenager Makhmud Sa-
byrkhan in the semifinals
here on Thursday.

The 21-year-old Akash lost
5-0 to end the country’s
campaign in the competi-
tion, where he became the
seventh Indian male boxer
to win a medal. He also
claimed prize money of
$25,000.

The Indian started well
but Sabyrkhan got his mea-

Manu,
Saurab
advance

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Manu Bhaker and Saurabh
Chaudhary shot the best of
294 each, but were part-
nered Javad Foroughi of
Iran and Heidi Diethelm
Gerber of Switzerland res-
pectively in qualifying for
the second stage of the
mixed air pistol event of
the President’s Cup shoot-
ing championship in Wro-
claw, Poland.

Manu qualified in third
place with the Iranian
while Saurabh with the
Swiss was placed eighth, as
the top eight in a field of 12
qualified for the second
stage.

The results:

10m mixed air pistol (first
round): 1. Anna Korakaki (Gre)
& Damir Mikec (Srb) 583; 2.
Celine Goberville (Fra) &
Christian Reitz (Ger) 582; 3.
Manu Bhaker & Javad Fo-
roughi (Iri) 582; 5. Olena Kos-
tevych (Ukr) & Abhishek Ver-
ma 576; 8. Heidi Diethelm
Gerber (Sui) & Saurabh
Chaudhary 573; 10. Yashaswi-
ni Singh deswal 7 Juraj Tuzin-
sky (Svk) 572.
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K

Failing to fire: Akash Kumar, left, was no match for
Sabyrkhan. «pi

sure in a matter of seconds,
scoring primarily with his
right crosses to slow down
Akash after the early burst.

Akash had upstaged form-

er Olympic silver-medallist
Yoel Finol Rivas of Venezue-
la in the quarterfinals.

Firouzja ends
Sasikiran’s unbeaten
run, takes lead

CHESS

RAKESH RAO
NEW DELHI

Alireza Firouzja stepped up
the pace towards a Candi-
dates berth after inflicting a
43-move defeat on a pre-
viously-unbeaten K. Sasiki-
ran in the eighth round of
the FIDE Chess.com Grand
Swiss chess tournament at
Riga, Latvia, on Thursday.

With three rounds to go,
Firouzja leads at 6.5, one
point ahead of a 10-man
pack.

The victory over Sasiki-
ran also made him World
No. 4 on the live rating list.
Top two finishers from this
competition will qualify for
next year’s Candidates
tournament.

P. Harikrishna and Nihal
Sarin drew their games to
join Sasikiran at five points.

Only Indian winner

S.P. Sethuraman was the on-
ly Indian winner in the
Open section while R. Vaish-

»

ali and Padmini Rout posted
victories in the women
section.

The results (eighth round):

Open: Alireza Firouzja (Fra,
6.5) bt K. Sasikiran (5); Evgeniy
Najer (Rus. 5) drew with P. Ha-
rikrishna (5); Parham Magh-
soodloo (Iri, 5) drew with Nihal
Sarin (5).

R. Praggnanandhaa (4)

drew with Nodirbek Abdusat-
torov (Uzb, 4); Maksim Chi-
gaev (Rus, 4) drew with Rau-
nak Sadhwani (4); Baadur
Jobava (Geo, 4) drew with Ar-
jun Erigaisi (4); Maxim Matla-
kov (Rus, 3.5) drew with Surya
Shekhar Ganguly (3.5); D. Gu-
kesh (3) lost to Nodirbek Ya-
kubboev (Uzb, 4); Mateusz
Bartel (Pol, 3) drew with B. Ad-
hiban (3); S. P. Sethuraman
(3.5) bt Lucas van Foreest
(Ned, 2.5).
Women: D. Harika (5) drew
with Olga Badelka (Rus, 5); Pia
Cramling (Swe, 4.5) drew with
Vantika Agrawal (4.5); R.
Vaishali (4.5) bt Alina Bivol
(Rus, 3.5); Divya Deshmukh (3)
lost to Valentina Gunina (Rus,
4); Maria Floris Eizaguerri (Esp,
2) lost to Padmini Rout (3).

(Dwaraka Ravi Teja 31 n.o.).

Nagaland 115/8 in 20 overs
(Rongsen Jonathan 35, Chetan
Bist 44) lost to Vidarbha 117/5
in 17.5 overs (Ganesh Satish 39,
Akshay Karnewar 35 n.o.).

Tripura 138/7 in 20 overs
(Rajat Dey 82 n.o., Lalhruai
Ralte 3/25) bt Mizoram 109/7
in 20 overs (Igbal Abdulla 46
n.o., Amit Ali 3/16).

Thursday
Elite A (Lucknow): Pondicherry
106 in 19.5 overs (Sagar Trivedi
44, Abhishek Sharma 3/7,
Siddharth Kaul 3/6) lost to
Punjab 107/2 in 12.5 overs (Ab-
hishek Sharma 54 n.o.).

Tamil Nadu 167/4 in 20 overs
(N. Jagadeesan 30, Sai Sud-
harsan 35, Vijay Shankar 42
n.o.) bt Maharashtra 155/6 in
20 overs (Ruturaj Gaikwad 51).

Goa 104/8 in 20 overs
(Shubham Ranjane 32, Jayanta
Behera 3/14, Bikash Rout 3/27)
lost to Odisha 107/6 in 19.5
overs.

Elite B (Guwahati): Chhattis-
garh 118/7 in 20 overs (Akhil

Qatari clubto
release Xavi
for Barcelona

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BARCELONA

Xavi Hernandez will be al-
lowed to become Barcelo-
na’s next coach upon the
payment of his release
clause from Al-Sadd, the
Qatari club said on Friday.

“Xavi is an important
part of Al-Sadd’s history
and we wish him success,”
Al-Sadd said in a message
on social media.

Liverpool and
Ajax coast
through

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS

Liverpool and Ajax kept up
their perfect records in the
Champions League this
season to qualify for the
last 16 on Wednesday,
while a Paris Saint-Ger-
main side missing Lionel
Messi was held by RB
Leipzig.

Jurgen Klopp’s Liverpool
blew Atletico Madrid away
in a whirlwind start at An-
field, with Diogo Jota and
Sadio Mane scoring in the
first 21 minutes to secure a
2-0 win.

The results: Group A: Man-
chester City 4 (Foden 15,
Mahrez 54, Sterling 72, Jesus
90+2) bt Club Brugge 1
(Stones 17-09); RB Leipzig 2
(Nkunku 8, Szoboszlai 90+2-
pen) drew with PSG 2 (Wijnal-
dum 21, 39).

Group B: AC Milan 1 (Mbemba
61-0g) drew with FC Porto 1
(Luis Diaz 6); Liverpool 2
(Diogo Jota 13, Mane 21) bt
Atletico Madrid O.

Group C: Sporting Lisbon 4
(Pedro Goncalves 31-pen, 38,
Paulinho 41, Sarabia 56) bt
Besiktas O; Borussia Dort-
mund 1 (Reus 37-pen) lost to
Ajax 3 (Tadic 72, Haller 83,
Klaassen 90+3).

Group D: Real Madrid 2 (Ben-
zema 14, 61) bt Shakhtar Do-
netsk 1 (Fernando 39); Sheriff
Tiraspol 1 (Traore 90+2) lost
to Inter Milan 3 (Brozovic 54,
Skriniar 66, Alexis Sanchez
82).

Herwadkar 73) lost to Bengal
119/3 in 17 overs (Sudip Chat-
terjee 51 n.o.).

Baroda 124/9 in 20 overs
(Bhanu Pania 55, Nitin Yadav 3/
22) lost to Services 128/8 in 20
overs (Diwesh Pathania 41 n.o.,
Ninad Rathva 3/8).

Karnataka 166/4 in 20 overs
(Manish Pandey 84, Karun Nair
72) bt Mumbai 157/6 in 20
overs (Ajinkya Rahane 75,
Siddhesh Lad 32, K.C. Cariappa
3/26).

Elite C (Vadodara): Jharkhand
146/5 in 20 overs (Saurabh
Tiwary 43 n.o., Kumar Deobrat
51) lost to Rajasthan 147/4 in
17.3 overs (Deepak Hooda 75
n.o., Shubham Sharma 33 n.o.).

Himachal 145/9 in 20 overs
(Nikhil Gangta 52, Mohit
Sharma 3/28, Harshal Patel 3/
27) lost to Haryana 149/2 in
17.4 overs (Chaitanya Bishnoi
34, Himanshu Rana 87 n.o.).

Andhra 198/1 in 20 overs
(K.S. Bharat 70, Ashwin Hebbar
73 n.o., Ricky Bhui 44 n.o.) bt
Jammu & Kashmir 162/8 in 20

overs (Qamran Igbal 47, lan Dev
Singh 38, C.V. Stephen 3/33).
Elite D (New Delhi): Assam
103/9 in 20 overs (Abhishek
Thakuri 35, Avesh Khan 3/18)
lost to Madhya Pradesh 105/4
in 14 overs (Venkatesh lyer 37,
Kuldeep Gehi 34, Roshan Alam
3/20).

Kerala 123/5 in 20 overs
(Sanju Samson 54 n.o.) lost to
Gujarat 126/1 in 15.3 overs
(Priyank Panchal 66, Saurav
Chauhan 50 n.o.).

Bihar 169/4 in 20 overs
(Bipin Saurabh 72, Babul Kumar
36) bt Railways 134 in 18 overs
(Pratham Singh 61, Abhijeet
Saket 3/15, Hirshi Raj 3/31).
Elite E (Haryana): Saurashtra
173/8 in 20 overs (Prerak
Mankad 71, Jaydev Unadkat 58
n.o., Mohammed Siraj 3/38,
Chama Milind 3/48) lost to Hy-
derabad 177/8 in 19.3 overs
(Tanmay Agarwal 55, Chetan
Sakariya 3/31).

Delhi 121/8 in 20 overs
(Himmat Singh 35, Nikhil Kohli
3/27, Mayank Mishra 3/11) bt

Uttarakhand 86 in 18 overs
(Shivank Vashisht 5/19).

Uttar Pradesh 165/4 in 20
overs (Karan Sharma 60, Rinku
Singh 57 n.o.) bt Chandigarh
143/5 in 20 overs (Manan Vohra
42, Ankit Kaushik 37).

Plate (Vijayawada): Vidarbha
163/6 in 20 overs (Siddhesh
Wath 36, Akshay Wadkar 37,
Apoorv Wankhade 39 n.o.,
Rajesh Bishnoi 3/21) bt Ar-
unachal Pradesh 69/9 in 20
overs (Darshan Nalkande 5/9).

Nagaland 150/3 in 20 overs
(Shrikant Mundhe 42, Chetan
Bist 66 n.o., Hokaito Zhimomi
35 n.o., Rex Rajkumar 3/19) bt
Manipur 133/6 in 20 overs
(Nitesh Sedai 64).

Tripura 146/8 in 20 overs
(Bikramkumar Das 55) bt
Sikkim 102/9 in 20 overs (Amit
Ali 4/14).

Mizoram 102/3 in 20 overs
(Uday Kaul 35, Lalhruaizela 30
n.o.) lost to Meghalaya 106/1in
14.1 overs (Chirag Khurana 42
n.o., Kishan Lyngdoh 52).

Federico Gaio (Ita) bt Sriram
Balaji & Divij Sharan 4-6, 7-6
(2), [13-11].

€44,820 Challenger, Tenerife,
Spain: Doubles (quarterfi-
nals): Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan
& Purav Raja bt lvan Marrero
Curbelo (Esp) & Hillel Rous-
seau (Hai) 3-6, 7-5, [10-6];
(pre-quarterfinals): Jeevan &
Purav bt Thomas Fabbiano (Ita)
& Federico Ferreira Silva (Por)
6-1, 6-4.

$60,000 ITF women, Nantes,
France: Doubles (pre-quarter-
finals): Sarah Beth Grey & Eden
Silva (GBR) bt Ankita Raina &
Karman Kaur Thandi 6-2, 7-5.

$15,000 ITF women, Castel-
lon, Spain: Doubles (quarterfi-
nals): Ines Murta (Por) & Sapfo
Sakellaridi (Gre) bt Josefina
Zehnder (Arg) & Sathwika Sa-
ma 6-3, 4-2 (retired).

$15,000 ITF women, Monastir,
Tunisia: Singles (pre-quarter-
finals): Yasmine Mansouri (Fra)
bt Jennifer Luikham 6-3, 6-2.

$15,000 ITF women, Antalya,
Turkey: Doubles (pre-quarter-
finals): Dayeon Back (Kor) &
Tian Fangran (Chn) bt Nicole
Poj (Arg) & Annika Kannan 6-1,
6-2.

TV PICKS

Men's T20 World Cup: Star
Sports 1 (SD & HD), 3.30 p.m.
&7.30 p.m.

Premier League: SS Select 1
(SD & HD), 6 p.m., 8.30 p.m.
&1 p.m.

Bundesliga: Sony Ten 2 (SD
& HD), 8 p.m. & 11 p.m.
Men's Boxing World
Championships: Sony Six
(SD & HD), 10.30 p.m.

F1: Mexican GP (Qualifying),
SS Select 2 (SD & HD), 1.30
a.m. (Sunday)

IN BRIEF

Sixers beat Pistons, go
atop Eastern Conference
MIAMI

Philadelphia 76ers defeated
Detroit Pistons 109-98 on
Thursday to go top in the
NBA Eastern Conference.
The results: Pistons 98 lost
to 76ers 109; Hawks 98 lost
to Jazz 116; Heat 78 lost to
Celtics 95; Suns 123 bt
Rockets 111; Lakers 104 lost
to Thunder 107. arp
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Lit for Life is back
and it is online.

Listen to some of the greatest storytellers

and thinkers of our time as they leverage the power

of words to cherish the old and embrace
the brave new world.

Tune in to the event on November 12 and 13.
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To register for Lit for Life's first
virtual event, visit https://bit.ly/THLFL21
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