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Delhi Govt. extends free
ration scheme till May
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Saturday announced that
the Delhi Government's free
ration scheme to citizens will
be extended by six more
months, i.e., till May 2022,
due to the continuing impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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AQl 'severe’ in Delhi for
second consecutive day
NEW DELHI

The air quality in Delhi
improved slightly on
Saturday but continued to

be in the 'severe’ category for
the second consecutive day
due to unfavourable weather
conditions, cracker emissions
and rampant stubble burning,
according to official data.
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11 COVID patients dead

Victims of Ahmednagar blaze were mostly senior citizens

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PUNE

Eleven COVID-19 patients
were killed after a major fire
broke out in the Intensive
Care Unit (ICU) of the district
civil hospital in Ahmednagar
city of Maharashtra on Satur-
day, officials said.

The blaze erupted around
11 a.m. in the ICU, where 17
COVID-19 patients, many of
them senior citizens and
some on ventilator or oxy-
gen support, were undergo-
ing treatment.

Ahmednagar city is locat-
ed 120 km from Pune and
253 km from Mumbai.

The fire was doused
around 1.30 pm, said chief
fire officer of the city civic
body Shankar Misal, adding
that a short circuit was sus-
pected to be the cause
though it was yet to be con-
firmed.

Most of those who died
were aged between 65 and
83, according to hospital
officials.

A case was registered
against unidentified persons
under IPC Section 304 (A)
(causing death by negli-
gence), said Ahmednagar
district superintendent of
police Manoj Patil.

After the recent incidents
of fire at hospitals treating
COVID-19 patients in the
State, fire audits had been

Fire fury: The fire-ravaged ICU of the district civil hospitalin

¥

Ahmednagar of Maharashtra on Saturday. =arp

ordered. According to Ah-
mednagar District Collector
Rajendra Bhosale, such an
audit had been carried out at
this hospital too.

According to Mr. Misal, af-
ter the fire audit, the hospi-
tal had been told to put in
place an effective fire-fight-
ing system, including a pipe-
line and a sprinkler system.
But the work was incom-
plete due to “want of funds”
though “they had fire extin-
guishers”, he said.

%7 lakh aid announced
Maharashtra Health Minister
Rajesh Tope announced an
ex gratia of ¥5 lakh to the kin
of the deceased while Reve-
nue Minister Balasaheb Tho-
rat announced an additional
aid of 32 lakh.

Maharashtra Chief Minis-
ter Uddhav Thackeray ex-
pressed grief over the trage-
dy. He sought stern action
against those responsible for
the negligence. He directed
the District Collector to con-
duct an in-depth probe and
submit a report.

A probe committee head-
ed by Mr. Misal would look
into what led to the tragedy,
the Collector said.

Expressing grief, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
tweeted: “Anguished by the
loss of lives due to a fire in a
hospital in Ahmednagar.
Condolences to the be-
reaved families. May the in-
jured recover at the ear-
liest.”

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 6

3 dengue deaths go unreported as cases surge

Civic body report did not mention patients who died at Delhi’s Safdarjung Hospital

MUNEEF KHAN
NEW DELHI

While Delhi’s official death
toll due to dengue stands at
six, records at Safdarjung
Hospital show three more
patients succumbed to the
vector-borne disease in Oc-
tober. These deaths were not
reported by civic authorities.

According to documents
of the Centre-run hospital
accessed by The Hindu, a 14-
year-old girl from Okhla died
on October 14, while an 18-
year-old man from Karawal
Nagar and a 43-year-old man
from Sangam Vihar died on
October 30 and October 31
respectively.

None of the five victims
mentioned in the report is-
sued by civic authorities on
November 1 had been admit-
ted to Safdarjung Hospital.
The report said Delhi record-
ed 1,196 cases last month.

Tripura sl

FB, Twitter asked
to give details of
‘provocative’
messages

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI/NEW DELHI

The Tripura police have filed
criminal cases against more
than 70 persons, including
Supreme Court lawyers, acti-
vists, journalists and reli-
gious leaders. Eight persons
have been arrested from dif-
ferent districts.

This followed a request
from the police to Facebook,
Twitter and YouTube to pro-
vide details of 101 accounts
from which “fake and provo-
cative” messages and photos
were posted on some report-
ed incidents in Tripura in
response to the attack on
Hindus in Bangladesh.

“Cases were filed against
71 persons under various
provisions of the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act

cM
K

A senior civic body official
and Safdarjung Hospital offi-
cials refused to comment on
the unreported deaths.

‘Insufficient care’

Family members and guar-
dians of the three victims
who died at Safdarjung Hos-
pital have complained of
medical negligence. “Des-
pite his condition, he was
not given an ICU bed due to
unavailability. After hours of
waiting, he was put on a ven-
tilator-like system in the ear-
ly morning hours. He did not
get an ICU bed till the end,”
said the guardian of the 18-
year-old victim.

The father of the 14-year-
old victim alleged that “doc-
tors did not attend to my
child’s condition in a proper
manner”. He said, “Govern-
ment hospitals have a histo-
ry of providing insufficient

aps UAPA ¢
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c) Throughout

October, we
received 80-100
cases of suspected
and confirmed cases
at the hospital every
day. There were
days when it was as
high as 110-120 cases

SOURCE AT LNJP HOSPITAL

care. The doctors only want-
ed to complete their shift,
they were not bothered
about the treatment. I ended
up raising my voice after a
point and guards were sent
to restrain me. They be-
haved in a rude manner.”

‘Rise in patients’

According to data provided
by civic authorities, Delhi re-
corded 1,537 cases of dengue
as on October 30. However,
as per sources, the total

Raising their voice: Students at a protest in New Delhi against
the violence in Tripura. =sHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

[UAPA] and the Indian Penal
Code [IPC]. Those booked
have been asked to appear
before the investigating offic-
ers on November 10,” a se-
nior police officer said.

He said separate letters
were sent to the social media
platforms, whose authorities
have started taking action
against the account holders
on the Tripura police’s radar.

Journalist Shyam Meera
Singh confirmed via Twitter
that the BJP-led Tripura Go-

»

vernment had slapped the
UAPA against him for writing
three words — “Tripura is
burning”. UAPA notices were
also sent to Supreme Court
lawyers Ehtesham Hashmi,
Amit Srivastava, Ansar Indori
and Mukesh Kumar for “pro-
vocative” posts on social me-
dia. The report claimed that
at least 12 mosques, nine
shops and three houses be-
longing to Muslims were van-
dalised in Tripura during the
rallies by groups protesting

number of cases from just
two major Delhi hospitals
could be higher than the offi-
cial figure for the entire city.

“On a 24-hour basis, at
least 100 patients come in
only for dengue-related cas-
es,” said a source at Safdar-
jung Hospital. “Throughout
October, we received about
80-100 cases of suspected
and confirmed cases at the
hospital every day. There
were days when it was as
high as 110-120 cases. A ma-
jority of these were later
confirmed as dengue cases.
No death has been reported
so far at the hospital,” a
source at LNJP Hospital said.

Earlier, the Delhi Govern-
ment had announced that
hospitals in the city could
use one-third of the beds re-
served for treating COVID-19
patients for treating patients
of vector-borne diseases.

ases against lawyers

the violence against Hindus
in Bangladesh during and af-
ter Durga Puja in October.

The police claimed the in-
cidents were exaggerated by
social media users and the
security forces acted swiftly
to control the situation.

The Tripura High Court
had last week directed the
State Government to file a
detailed report by November
10 on the incidents, if any, in-
volving the religious minori-
ties in Tripura.

Meanwhile, leaders of
four Muslim organisations on
Saturday demanded an in-
quiry into the role of the
Tripura police and the admi-
nistration in the violence.

At a joint press conference
in Delhi, the All India Muslim
Majlis-e-Mushawarat
(AIMMM), the Jamaat-e-Isla-
mi Hind (JTH), the Markazi Ja-
miat Ahle Hadees Hind and
the All India Milli Council
said 16 mosques were at-
tacked in various parts of
Tripura.

10,929 new cases;
active patients
pegged at 1,46,950

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Daily new coronavirus cases
in the country have dipped
to a nine-month low, as have
active coronavirus cases, ac-
cording to an update from
the Health Ministry on
Saturday.

There were 10,929 new
cases reported in the last 24
hours as on Saturday morn-
ing and the active caseload
stood at 1,46,950 cases,
which was a 255-day low.
The active cases were 0.43%
of the total caseload and was
the lowest since March 2020,
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a Ministry bulletin said.

The last time daily cases
slipped below 10,000 was on
February 1 and before that
on January 25. Currently In-
dia’s seven-day average, a
steadier metric to gauge the
pandemic’s trajectory stood
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at 12,000 cases. This too is
the lowest since February.
Saturday’s numbers bring
the country’s overall tally to
3,43,44,683. The top five
States that have registered
the most new cases are Kera-
la (6,580), Tamil Nadu (875),

Maharashtra (802), West
Bengal (763) and Mizoram
(513).

There were 392 deaths re-
ported in the 24 hours, in-
creasing the total toll to
4,60,265. Most casualties
were in Kerala (314), fol-
lowed by Maharashtra 17.

While the numbers may
have hit a nadir, they are not
evidence that the pandemic
has been overcome. In Fe-
bruary, with numbers simi-
lar to where they are now
and even Government-
backed experts declaring the
pandemic is over, the nation
was hit by a catastrophic se-
cond wave — fronted by the
Delta variant.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 6

October witnessed highest power  Chinamore

shortage in country in over 5 years

Coal stock crunch
at thermal plants

VIGNESH RADHAKRISHNAN
CHENNAI

India recorded a power sup-
ply shortage of 1,201 million
units in October 2021 — the
highest in 5.5 years — due to
a crunch in coal stocks avail-
ability at thermal plants.

The shortage was mostly
restricted to Gujarat, Harya-
na, Jharkhand, Punjab and
Rajasthan.

In October, Gujarat re-
corded a power shortage of
215 million units, the highest
for any month in more than
a decade. With a shortage of
77 million units, Jharkhand
too recorded its highest defi-
cit in more than a decade.

Bihar recorded 120 mil-
lion units of shortage in Oc-
tober, the highest for any
month in 8.5 years.

Haryana saw 113 million
units of shortage, the high-
est in about nine years. Pun-
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Pradesh
11.63

Kerala -:
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jab’s deficit stood at 121 mil-
lion units, the highest in
seven years. Rajasthan wit-
nessed 242 million units of
power shortage last month,
the highest in over nine
years.

Supply shortage was also
observed in Uttar Pradesh
and the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir in Oc-
tober, however, they were
not an anomaly but were si-

Power point

The map depicts power supply
shortage in October 2021 in million
units (MU) across all States.

The deeper
the red, the
higher the
shortage

Power supply
shortage
0 MU
j 1-20MU
s H 75-200MU
. = >200MU
]
milar to the general trend
observed in the regions.

Coal inventory

The power shortage was pri-
marily due to a supply
crunch of coal to 135 thermal
plants. As on November 5,
the average coal inventory
held by the plants would last
only seven days.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 6

active now at
Chumbi Valley’

DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

China is strengthening its
connectivity and increas-
ing its depth in the Chumbi
Valley, close to India’s stra-
tegic and vulnerable Siligu-
ri corridor, according to of-
ficial sources.

In its report to the U.S.
Congress on military deve-
lopments involving the Pe-
ople’s Republic of China
(PRC), the Department of
Defence said despite diplo-
matic and military dia-
logues to reduce border
tensions, the PRC has “con-
tinued taking incremental
and tactical actions to
press its claims at the Line
of Actual Control.” An offi-
cial source said, “China is
building an alternative axis
in the Chumbi Valley. They
are increasing their depth
by building roads through
Bhutanese territory.”

FULL REPORT » PAGE 7
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Delhi Govt. extends free ration
scheme for poor till May 2022

Kejriwal appeals to PM to do the same across the country, cites high inflation

Sikhs cheated under
Congress rule: Lekhi

NEW DELHI

Minister of State for External
Affairs Meenakshi Lekhi on
Saturday said the 1984
carnage was still alive in the
hearts of Sikhs even after 37
years". The Sikh community,
Ms. Lekhi said, had "always
been cheated" during the
Congress rule and were given
false assurances in the name
of an SIT to probe the riots.
"They were forced to await
justice till the formation of the
Narendra Modi Government.”

Water supply likely to be
affected in parts of Delhi
NEW DELHI

Water supply is likely to be
affected in some parts of
Delhi on Sunday due to an
increase in the ammonia level
in the Yamuna, impacting
several treatment plants. The
Delhi Jal Board in a statement
said pumping from Sonia
Vihar, Bhagirathi, Wazirabad,
Chandrawal and Okhla water
treatment plants have been
affected. Water supply in east
Delhi, north-east Delhi, south
Delhi, parts of areas under the
New Delhi Municipal Council
and Malviya Nagar PPP areas
are likely to be affected.

Man stabbed to death

in south Delhi

NEW DELHI

A 38-year-old man was
stabbed to death on Saturday
in south-east Delhi's
Govindpuri area, the police
said. The deceased has been
identified as Rajender Kumar, a
resident of Navjivan Camp. The
police received a call at 5.15
a.m. regarding the incident.
On reaching the spot, Kumar
was found injured and rushed
to a hospital where he was
declared brought dead.

COV

0.14% positive cases
reported, highest
since June 23

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Capital’s COVID-19 posi-
tivity rate increased on Dee-
pavali after a continuous de-
cline over the last five
months, according to Delhi
Government statistics.

In fact, the positivity rate -
a metric defined by the num-
ber of positive cases emerg-
ing out of the total number of
COVID tests performed - in-
creased on a daily basis in the
run-up to the festival on No-
vember 4.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Saturday announced
that the Delhi Government’s
free ration scheme to citizens
will be extended by six more
months, i.e., till May 2022,
due to the continuing impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Mr. Kejriwal also wrote to
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di appealing to him to do the
same across the country.

Inflation has increased to
very high levels and the com-
mon man is finding it “diffi-
cult to even get two square
meals”, Mr. Kejriwal wrote to
Mr. Modi.

He also pointed out that
many youth were unem-
ployed due to the pandemic.

“The Delhi Government is
extending its free ration
scheme to the poor for six

Arvind Kejriwal

months. I urged the Central
Government to also extend
its ration scheme for six
months by writing a letter to
the Prime Minister. People
are in a lot of trouble right
now. It would not be right to
leave their hand at this junc-
ture,” Mr. Kejriwal tweeted.

BJP leader hits out
Leader of the Opposition in
the Delhi Assembly Ramvir

BJP playing politics over
Chhath Puja, says AAP

‘Not letting Purvanchalis prepare ghats’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Politics over Chhath Puja in
Delhi intensified on Satur-
day with the Aam Aadmi
Party accusing the BJP of not
letting ‘Purvanchalis’ pre-
pare ‘ghats’ required to per-
form rituals pertaining to
the festival.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) urged the BJP to stop
playing “dirty politics” over
Chhath Puja and let people
celebrate the festival in

Delhi.

“And, if they [BJP] conti-
nue playing dirty politics ov-
er Chhath Puja, Purvanchal-
vasi [People who hail from
Purvanchal region of Uttar
Pradesh] will not forgive
them,” AAP legislator San-
jeev Jha warned while ad-
dressing a press conference
at the party headquarters
here.

The BJP hit back, accusing
the AAP of trying to create
tension over the issue.

No let-up.: Health workers conductihg RTPCR tests in New
Delhion Friday. =susHIL KUMAR VERMA

According to Government
statistics, the city’s positivity
rate on November 1 was
0.07% and 0.08% on the next
two days before shooting up
to 0.14% on November 4 and
decreasing to 0.10% on No-
vember 5. The last time a pos-

BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE
Office of the Executive Engineer, BBMP, K.R. Pura
Division, Old Madras Road, K.R. Pura, Bengaluru-560036

Calendar of Events:

Wear
Mask

No.: EE/KRP/CGND/TND/12/2021-22

CORRIGENDUM-1

Sub: Corrigendum of Tender Notification
No. BBMP/EE/KRP/TEND/12/21-22, Dt.: 21.10.2021

Due to Technical Reasons, for this tender notification, the time
schedule is modified & the revised time schedule is as follows:
(1) Tender
downloaded from the e-procurement portal of GOK from
dated: 08.11.2021 onwards. (2) Pre bid meeting will be held on
dated: 11.11.2021 at 11:30 a.m. (3) Last date for submission
of tender documents on or before 16.11.2021 upto 4:00 p.m.
(4) Technical bids will be opened on the website https://eproc.
karnataka.gov.in in the office of the Executive Engineer,
K.R. Pura Division on 18.11.2021 at 4:00 p.m.
Except for the above said changes there is no change in any of
the terms and conditions of the tender notification.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, K.R. Pura Division, BBMP
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Date: 04.11.2021

documents may be
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>~ Hygiene

Tel. No. 01704222373

HIMACHAL PARDESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

e-mail. ee-pao-hp@nic.in

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

The Executive Engineer HP PWD Paonta Sahib, Distt. Sirmour HP on behalf of
Governor of HP invites the Item rate bids, in electronic tendering system from the
eligible class of contractors registered with HP PWD for the works as detailed in the

(SH:- Providing and laying RCC
Pipe 500 mm dia ub Km. 4/840
to 5/040)

table.
Sr.  |Name of Work Estimated Startmg Date Earnest|Deadline for
No. Cost (Rs) for d Money issi
ing Bid of Bid
1. A/R & M/O Badripur Jamniwala [Rs. 10.11.2021 Rs. 17.11.2021
Parduni road km. 0/0 to 14/500.(7,10,286/- 16:30 HRS 14,200/~ [10:30 HRS

2 Restoration of rain damages|Rs.

Bhagani Gojjar Dakpathar road
(MDR-94) Km. 0/0 to 26/500.
(SH:- Repair to existing 2.00
mtrs. span RCC Slab Culvert at
RD. 10/390).

to Paonta Puruwala Singhpura|3,17,941/-

10.11.2021 Rs.
16:30 HRS 6,400/-

17.11.2021
10:30 HRS

3 A/R & M/O to Rest House building | Rs.

Sahib. (SH:- Repair and mainte-
nance of Quarter No. 2, 3, 4, 5,
6,7,8,9, 10, meeting hall, 11, 12,
13 and 14.)

at Paonta Sahib, Tehsil Paonta|11,07,983/-

10.11.2021 Rs.
16:30 HRS 22,200/~

17.11.2021
10:30 HRS

www.hptenders.gov.in,

HP / 4606/21-22

The bidders are advised to note other details of Tenders from the department website

E ive Engi
Paonta B&R Division,

HP PWD. Paonta Sahib

Distt. Sirmour. HP .

On behalf Governor of Himachal Pradesh
Tel/Fax- 01704-222373

E-mail: ee-pao-hp@nic.in
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itivity rate of 0.14% was re-
corded was on June 23.

A senior Government offi-
cial, though emphasising that
there was no need for alarm,
said increasing positivity was
certainly a cause for concern
and illustrated the need to re-

Singh Bidhuri, however, ac-
cused Mr. Kejriwal and Depu-
ty Chief Minister Manish Siso-
dia of “telling white lies”
regarding the distribution of
free ration to the poor as well
as VAT on fuel prices.

“As many as 72 lakh ration
cardholders in Delhi have
been provided free ration un-
der the Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana since
April last year, in addition to
ration under the National
Food Security Act by the Mo-
di Government. The plan is
still ongoing,” Mr. Bidhuri
said.

“On the other hand, des-
pite the announcement, the
Delhi Government is not giv-
ing away free ration to 60
lakh people who do not have
ration cards. Even the Su-
preme Court had to direct the
Delhi Government to make

necessary arrangements of
food and ration for the poor
and migrant labourers,” he
said.

Mr. Bidhuri challenged Mr.
Sisodia’s statement that the
“Centre was responsible” for
inflation in fuel prices. He ar-
gued that the AAP Govern-
ment had increased VAT on
both petrol and diesel after
coming to power.

“When the Aam Aadmi
Party came to power in 2015,
VAT was charged at 20% on
petrol and 12% on diesel. The
Delhi Government later in-
creased VAT on petrol to
30%,” he alleged.

“Not only this, 30% VAT
was charged on diesel during
the COVID-19 period. Even
now, there is 30% VAT on pe-
trol and 16.755% on diesel,
which is the highest in the en-
tire country,” he added.

Biryani shop workers threatened
on Deepavali, case registered

Video of incident goes viral; police take suo motu cognisance

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Employees at a biryani shop
in north Delhi’s Burari were
abused and threatened by a
man on Deepavali for open-
ing the eatery on a “Hindu
festival” on Thursday. The
police have registered a case
and initiated a probe into
the matter.

The shop owner, who
identified himself as Ma-
groob Ali, said he was away
at the time of the incident
but his three employees
were present at the shop.
Mr. Ali said that around 7.30
p-m. on Thursday, a visibly
drunk man started abusing
them for keeping the shop
open on Deepavali. The man
had insisted that the shop be
“shut immediately because
they can’t open a shop serv-
ing non-vegetarian food on a
Hindu festival in a Hindu-
dominated area”.

Probe ordered into collapse
of multilevel car parking

Inquiry part of AAP’s ‘mala fide campaign’ against it, says BJP

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
The Delhi Government has
ordered an inquiry into the
collapse of a part of a multile-
vel car parking in Green Park
earlier this week and the re-
port will be submitted within
15 days, authorities said. The
parking had been construct-
ed by the South Delhi Munici-
pal Corporation.

Deputy Chief Minister

Manish Sisodia alleged that

positivity rose on Deepavali

main cautious and not letting
the guard down against a pos-
sible COVID outbreak.

According to Delhi Go-
vernment records, the posi-
tivity rate had peaked at an
alarming 36.24% on April 21
this year during the devastat-
ing second wave of COVID in-
fections in the city.

On Saturday, the city re-
ported no new COVID deaths
over 24 hours and the toll
stood at 25,091 for the 15th
day, according to a health
bulletin released by the Delhi
Government. Thirty-six new
cases were reported, taking
the total number of cases to
14,40,071. A total of 34,554
tests were done in a day.

Age determination of
juvenile offenders shall be
completed in 15 days: HC

10 shall ensure report is filed before JIB

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has di-
rected that the process of
age determination of a juve-
nile in conflict with law shall
be completed within 15 days
of filing of documents and
ossification test by the Inves-
tigating Officer (IO) of a case.

The High Court said the
10 shall ensure that the ossi-
fication test in relation to the
juvenile is completed, a re-
port is obtained and filed be-
fore the Juvenile Justice
Board (JJB) within 15 days
from the date the test is or-
dered by the board.

“In all cases pertaining to
juveniles in conflict with
law, regardless of the nature
of offences alleged, the JJB
shall ensure that the process
of age-determination of the
juvenile is completed within
15 days from the filing of doc-
uments relating to proof of
age/ossification test report
by the IO, as the case may
be,” a Bench of Justices Sidd-
harth Mridul and Anup Jai-
ram Bhambhani said.

The High Court issued va-
rious directions for further
streamlining the process of
inquiries relating to juve-
niles and made it clear that
they should be scrupulously

complied with by all the
authorities concerned.

The Bench was dealing
with various issues pertain-
ing to the interpretation and
effective implementation of
some provisions of the Juve-
nile Justice Act.

The court granted four
weeks’ time to the State to
apprise it of the number of
cases where inquiries are
pending in each JJB here
against juveniles for a period
between six months to one
year, along with the date of
institution of the inquiry and
the date of the first produc-
tion in each case.

The court said the infor-
mation shall preferably in-
clude the rehabilitation
plan/ individual care plan
for each child or juvenile.

It listed the matter for
further consideration on De-
cember 14.

during the construction of
the parking, huge money was
collected from nearby shop-
keepers in the name of park-
ing conversion charges by
the BJP-ruled municipal cor-
poration. The shops of many
traders were sealed to make
way for the parking space.
Mr. Sisodia said the Arvind
Kejriwal Government will
take strict action against the
culprits and not tolerate was-

“The multilevel parking of
Green Park has fallen prey to
the BJP-ruled MCD’s corrup-
tion,” he added.

Responding to the inquiry,
Delhi BJP spokesperson Pra-
veen Shankar Kapoor said
AAP leaders were “running a
vicious campaign against
BJP-ruled corporations and
the inquiry against the break-
down of SDMC’s car parking
was part of their “mala fide

(9 | have been running

this shop for the last
eight years. The
shopkeepers around
stood with us when
the incident took
place. That’s when
the man fled

MAGROOB ALI
Shop owner

A video clip also shows
the man making derogatory
remarks about a community.
One of the employees, appa-
rently overwhelmed, said
that they were about to shut
the shop.

Mr. Ali said that the em-
ployees then shut the shop
but other shopkeepers gath-
ered in their support, after
which the man fled. “I have
been running this shop for
the last eight years. The
shopkeepers around stood
with us when the incident

took place. That’s when the
man fled,” Mr. Ali said.

He said that both the pol-
ice and the people stood in
their support. “We are not
scared by this incident be-
cause everyone stands with
us. We have never faced
anything like this before. I
opened the shop on Friday
and Saturday both,” he said.

A senior police officer
said they learnt about the in-
cident when the video went
viral on Friday. “After the vi-
deo came to our notice, we
verified the facts and took
suo motu cognisance. A case
under Section 295A (deliber-
ate and malicious acts, in-
tended to outrage religious
feelings of any class by in-
sulting its religion or reli-
gious beliefs) of the Indian
Penal Code has been regis-
tered. The man in the video
is yet to be identified,” the
officer said.

Govt. clears policy for
“insulated electric cables

2,264 km of bare wires to be changed

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Cabinet has ap-
proved a policy to convert
11kV bare electrical wires in-
to insulated cables.

Bare electrical wires,
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal said, spoil the beauty of
Delhi and pose a threat to
life and property.

The CM added that the
Delhi Government is also
working on undergrounding

over the streets. While pro-
posing the policy, the Power
Department said that as the
11 kV bare electric wires
passed through large parts
of Delhi, all such networks
were getting replaced with
insulated conductors.
According to the state-
ment from the CM's Office,
2,264 km bare conductor
network will be converted
into insulated network by
TPDDL, BYPL and BRPL un-

tage of taxpayers’ money.

ANUJ KUMAR
A classical dancer striking a tradition-
al pose before a Rajasthani fort, with a
camel sneaking from behind. An an-
droid leaping straight out of science
fiction. These contrasting images are
part of an ongoing online exhibition at
the India International Centre, cele-
brating the bus art of Tamil Nadu to
mark the sapphire anniversary of the
State.

Shot by multifaceted artist Vijay
Jodha, the images are interesting in
the context of any discussion about
high art versus low art, refined versus
kitsch, and where the bus art fits in.
Vijay has tried to go beyond simple
documentation to capture the inter-
play between the images and the au-
dience, in this case the driver, conduc-
tor and the people travelling in these
buses.

“Just as bus art is a legitimate art
form in itself and by extension these
are akin to galleries on wheels that go
to the people rather than the other
way round, you have what would be a
counterpart to an art gallery visitor,”
says Vijay, who shot at least 100 buses
for the project over almost a decade.

Vijay has had the opportunity of in-
terviewing and doing films with some
of the biggest artists India has pro-
duced. Some of his work has been dis-
played at top art venues in India and
overseas. “I had a lot of close expo-
sure to so-called high art. Then there
is the other non-gallery art that at-
tracts sociologists rather than art crit-
ics. Some of them are even called
kitsch and dismissed as unworthy of
critical attention. The bus art seems to
be at the lowest end of that category.
Despite being on the margins, it is so
vibrant and imaginative. It is that part
that attracted me because most of my
work has been around marginalised
people, marginalised issues and
practices.”

Hand-painted hoardings culture
Unlike the decorated trucks, cycle
rickshaws and other vehicles seen
across India, Vijay says, artwork on
Tamil Nadu buses are not hand-paint-
ed. Even though machine-produced,
he finds their presence a tip of the hat
to the large hand-painted hoardings
culture of Tamil Nadu. “It was a un-
ique and signature public art of mod-
ern Tamil Nadu. Sadly, those have
been displaced by printed hoardings
for years now. Even when they were
around, they weren’t seen as a worthy
art form vis-a-vis the work displayed
in the galleries. I think M. F. Husain
was the first artist to notice them and
he created a whole body of photo-
graphs around them back in the
1980s,” recounts Vijay.

He hopes that bus art will become a
vehicle for creative expression. “The
coming of good quality and relatively
inexpensive digital printing has demo-
cratised the hoarding business. It is no

campaign” against it.

= PHOTOS VIJAY JODHA

Moving
Images

Vijay Jodha’s latest
exhibition brings the
bus art of Tamil Nadu
to the Capital

longer the monopoly of the famous
and the powerful such as politicians
and film stars. If you were to travel
across Tamil Nadu, you will find digi-
tally produced hoardings put up in the
smallest of places and for all kind of
reasons, including somebody’s birth-
day or wedding. In fact, I recall some-
body once sent me a picture of a
hoarding put up to publicly congratu-
late a youngster for getting a visa to
study in America,” he laughs.

But the downside, he says, is like
many other parts of India, these inex-
pensive and widely accessible printed
hoardings have dealt a body blow to
the State’s traditional hoarding pain-
ters’ community, which, as you may
recall, was one of the most accom-
plished, producing some of the most
spectacular work in the whole
country.

Fortunately, he notes, the com-
munity of artists has started to make a
comeback and is finding new avenues
through public art. “I hope the private
bus owners or the State transport
authorities in Tamil Nadu take a cue
and get these artists to work on buses
soon. In Delhi, the Metro authorities

the electrical wires hanging

der the policy.

have done that with respect to some of
the metro stations.”

Not only, he adds, would this ad-
dress their livelihood issues, it would
also take their art to the masses across
the State and beyond. “That’s a deep
desire with any artist - that her art-
work travels far and wide, gets seen by
as many people as possible.”

Platform for artistic expression
Having been involved with setting up
of a museum of everyday art of tradi-
tional India in New Delhi decades ago,
Vijay feels, he can say quite authorita-
tively that the idea of aesthetic con-
cerns and artistic expressions is a non-
elitist, close part of daily routine and
everyday life intrinsic to Indian civili-
sation. “Even simple water storage fa-
cilities such as our centuries-old step-
wells display the most intricate and
beautiful carvings. So, this idea of veh-
icles serving as a platform for artistic
expression is probably a yearning
rooted in an ancient sensibility. It ma-
nifests itself with decorated trucks
across India, on the back of cycle rick-
shaws in Allahabad, on the sides of
these buses in Tamil Nadu, to cite
three instances,” points out Vijay.

One doesn’t see why this bus art of
Tamil Nadu cannot be replicated in
other places. “It is for the transport
authorities to give it a push. The way
the Delhi Metro has done with some of
its stations, for example, and got ar-
tists to do these murals. Or somebody
can take the lead among the private
transport companies. Aircraft used to
look pretty dull too, until Richard
Branson and his Virgin airlines ap-
peared on the scene.”

Vijay hadn’t had the opportunity to
meet any of the artists behind the
striking work but that is the next step
in this project. “So far it was only tra-
velling and shooting in bus stands at
Chennai, Nagapattinam, Dindigul,
Thanjavur, Tiruchirappalli and Pudu-
cherry. The artistic choices and practi-
cal issues that lie behind the art are
certainly worth exploring. But even
without meeting them and having
seen and photographed scores of bus-
es across Tamil Nadu, it is apparent to
me that they have deliberately stayed
away from the staple of billboards in
Tamil Nadu - politicians and film stars.
It seems almost like that is the turf of
the other artists. The bus artist’s turfis
the rest of the area that begins with ar-
chitecture and dance from an ancient
Indian past to androids from the world
of modern, western science fiction.”

But even within these very visually
pleasing and apolitical graphics, Vijay
spotted a political statement in the
form of many visuals celebrating Jalli-
kattu — a Tamil tradition that was
briefly banned by the courts and con-
tinues to attract the ire of certain
groups.

(Colours Unlimited: The Bus Art of
Tamil Nadu is on view until Nov. 14)
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Panel blames sudden low winds for noxious Delhi air

Expert sub-committee ignored scientific report from CPCB; did not acknowledge role of crackers, stubble burning for the problem

Slight improvement,
but AQI still ‘severe’

Improvement expected from today

Timings
DELHI
SUNDAY, NOV. 07

RISE 06:38 SET 17:33

RISE 09:15 SET 19:44
MONDAY, NOV. 08

RISE  06:38 SET 17:32

RISE 10:24 SET 20:45
TUESDAY, NOV. 09

RISE 06:39 SET 17:31

RISE 11:28 SET 21:50
Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 28 15
Safdarjang 28 15
Palam 27 16

Delhi Palam Today

29°C A dry weather to
continue. Shallow fog and mist
will occur during cool morning.
Day will be comfortable but
polluted.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow

30°C The weather wil be dry.
Moderate pollution level to
continue. A cool and misty
morning turns comfortable day
with mainly clear sky

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

Fasting MLA
admitted to
hospital in UP.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LUCKNOW/BALLIA

Samajwadi Party’s Gauri-
ganj MLA Rakesh Pratap
Singh, who has sent his re-
signation to the Speaker ov-
er non-construction of
roads in his constituency
and started a fast in prot-
est, was on Saturday admit-
ted to a hospital by the pol-
ice due to his worsening
health.

The MLA has been sent
to the hospital due to ill
health as doctors had ad-
vised it, Lucknow Police
Commissioner D.K. Thakur
said. He has been admitted
to Lucknow’s Civil Hospi-
tal, he said.

Leader of the Opposition
in the Legislative Assembly
and Samajwadi Party lead-
er Ram Govind Chaudhary
on the other hand, alleged
that the MLA, sitting on fast
before the Gandhi statue,
was forcibly sent to hospi-
tal in an ambulance.

‘Delhi Govt. alert to Zika cases in UP;

JACOB KOSHY
NEW DELHI

“Sudden unforeseeable low

winds” were the key cause of

the noxious air quality that
gripped the Delhi National
Capital Region following
Deepavali, according to an
expert sub-committee that is
tasked with recommending
pollution control measures
under the Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP) with no
acknowledgement of the role
of crackers or stubble
burning.

A day after Deepavali, the
Air Quality Index (AQI) in
Delhi, Faridabad, Noida, Gu-
rugram and Ghaziabad shot
to over 450 or at the highest
level of pollution severity
called ‘severe. Though there
was a ban on the use of crack-
ers in all these regions, these
norms were brazenly flouted
and a change in wind direc-

tion increased the load of

pollutants from Punjab and

Haryana from  stubble
burning.
Ignores report

The committee chose to ig-
nore a scientific report from
the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) and the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) themselves on Novem-
ber 5, that explicitly holds
“... crackers, biomass burn-
ing and unfavourable weath-
er conditions that brought
AQI to severe.” Minutes of all
these meetings appear on

Akalis seeks lower tax on fuel

|

the CPCB website.

This report — and two oth-
ers on November 3 and 4 —
also say that wind speeds
were expected to be less than
10 kmph, or at the level, that
makes it hard for airborne
pollutants to be flushed out.
There was thus no “sudden
drop” in wind speeds as the
committee notes.

These scientific reports on
wind and pollution forecast
are prepared daily.

The expert committee is
led by the Member-Secre-
tary, CPCB, and has technical
experts from the IMD as well
as representatives from pol-
lution control authorities in
Delhi, Haryana, Punjab, Ut-
tar Pradesh and Rajasthan.

This committee met on No-
vember 5, a day after Deepa-
vali to take stock of the nox-
ious situation in the National
Capital region that saw air
quality dip to ‘severe’ levels.

“... The AQI was predicted
to be within very poor cate-
gory, however, as informed
by the IMD, there were sud-
den unforeseeable low winds
that resulted in Severe Air
Quality. V.K. Soni, IMD, con-
firmed that it might be attri-
buted to sudden calming of
winds, which could not be
captured by the model,” say
the minutes of the sub-com-
mittee meeting held on No-
vember 5.

Before its meeting on No-
vember 5, the expert sub-

Protesters tried to lay siege to Chief Minister’s residence

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHANDIGARH
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
held a protest here on Satur-
day against the Congress go-
vernment in Punjab demand-
ing a reduction of Value
Added Tax (VAT) on fuel.
Led by its chief Sukhbir
Singh Badal, the Akali protes-
ters raised slogans against
the State government for not
giving relief to people in pe-
trol and diesel prices by re-
ducing taxes on fuel.
Chandigarh police cane-
charged the protesters, when
they tried to lay siege to the
residence of Chief Minister

Charanjit Singh Channi.

A few Akali workers sus-
tained injuries in the police
action, claimed the
protesters.

‘Govt. has done nothing’
Speaking to reporters, Mr.
Badal slammed the Congress-
led government for not slash-
ing the tax on fuel. “All States
have reduced the prices of
fuel. But this government
has done nothing so far,” he
said.

He demanded slashing of
the retail prices of fuel by 10
per litre. The Akalis also de-
manded from the govern-

30 more test positive for virus in Kanpur; toll reaches 66

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Amid several cases of Zika vi-
rus being reported in the last
two weeks in Uttar Pradesh’s
Kanpur district, Delhi Depu-
ty Chief Minister Manish Si-
sodia on Saturday said the ci-
ty Government was alert and
watchful of the
developments.

Delhi shares a border with
Uttar Pradesh too and many
people commute back and
forth from the two States, for
work or other purposes.

Thirty more people have
tested positive for Zika virus
in Kanpur, taking the total
number of those infected in
Kanpur district to 66, includ-
ing nine IAF personnel, a se-
nior official had said on Fri-
day. Of those infected, 45 are
men and 21 women, accord-

Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia. =FiLe PHOTO

ing to officials.

The first case in Kanpur
was reported on October 23
when an Indian Air Force
(IAF) warrant officer had
tested positive for Zika virus.

On Saturday, at a press
conference in New Delhi, Mr.
Sisodia was asked about the
situation in Delhi, given the
frequent movement of peo-

Silchar to host NE Green
Summit from Nov. 16

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SILCHAR (ASSAM)

Sustainable  development
and conservation strategies
for the Northeast and its con-
tiguous biodiversity zones, a
round table of forest minis-
ters of the region, besides
green art and green music
events are on the agenda of
the three-day Northeast
Green Summit beginning
here from November 16.

The focus area of the sixth
edition of the summit is
“Greening after Covid: Re-
gional Cooperation, Innova-
tion & Entrepreneurship”.

Union Minister of State for

Environment Ashwini Chau-
bey is expected to attend the
summit, where delegates
from Bangladesh, Bhutan
and Myanmar will also brain-
storm on various issues.

Several stalls showcasing
sustainable products from
across the northeastern re-
gion will be part of the sum-
mit, which is organised by
Vibgyor NE Foundation and
supported by the United Na-
tions Environment.

A green cyclothon is being
organised on November 8 to
create awareness among the
public about the rapidly de-
pleting resources.

ple between Delhi and U.P.,
via Ghaziabad and Noida by
road, or train and other
means of transportation.

The Deputy Chief Minister
said the Delhi Government is
alert and watchful of the Zika
virus cases reported in Uttar
Pradesh.

Zika is a mosquito-borne
virus and hence, getting rid
of mosquitoes is the safe way
out.

However, cases of dengue
have been rising rapidly in
the national capital in the
past few weeks.

Over 1,530 cases of den-
gue have been reported in
Delhi this year till date, out
of which nearly 1,200 were
logged in October alone, the
highest count for the month
in the last four years, accord-
ing to official data.

ment an adequate compen-
sation to the farmers whose
crop were damaged because
of rains and hailstorm.

“Farmers have not re-
ceived the compensation yet
and the Channi government
is sleeping. Farmers have
suffered a loss of ¥ 50,000
per acre. We came here to
awake the State govern-
ment,” Mr. Badal said, asking
the Chief Minister to meet
the affected growers.

“Farmers are facing a
shortage of di-ammonium
phosphate needed for sow-
ing of their crops,” said Mr.
Badal.

Three die in
U.P. vehicle
collision

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
HAMIRPUR

Three motorcycle-borne
men lost their lives after
their vehicle was hit by an
ambulance here, the police
said on Saturday.

Additional Superinten-
dent of Police Anoop Ku-
mar said the accident took
place on Friday night in Sa-
jeti area of Kanpur district
on the Kanpur-Hamirpur
road and the victims were
not wearing helmets.

The deceased have been
identified as Gyanendra,
28, Akash alias Akku, 18,
and Dinesh alias Chhanu,
19, all residents of
Hamirpur.

The bodies have been
sent for post-mortem ex-
amination, the officer said.

[

Water wash: PWD workers spraying water on roads and trees to curb air pollution in New Delhi
on Saturday. =R.v. MOORTHY

committee met on Novem-
ber 3, a day before Deepava-
li. Dr. Soni, meteorologist at
the IMD and part of the com-
mittee, ruled out the possi-
bility of air quality ever
reaching the ‘severe’ catego-
ry. “Even with higher emis-
sions, model predictions do
not indicate air quality
reaching to ‘severe’ category
... in view of the above, the
sub-committee suggests no
additional measures except
strict implementation of or-
der issued earlier on October
18 and 28.”

These are routine orders
that State pollution control
boards must implement as-
suming that air quality re-
mains in the ‘poor’ and ‘very

poor’ categories.

GRAP provisions
According to the provisions
of the GRAP, ‘severe’ air
quality can prompt the sub-
committee to order a halt on
inbound trucks to Delhi or
odd-even restrictions on cars
as well as closure of brick
kilns, stone crushers. Howev-
er, following its assessment,
the sub-committee has only
recommended that govern-
ment and private offices and
other establishments reduce
vehicle usage by at least 30%
(by working from home, car
pooling, and optimising their
field activities, etc.) and pol-
lution control implementing
agencies to step up their
efforts.

The Commission for Air
Quality Management, that
has been set up by an Act of
Parliament to oversee the im-
plementation of pollution
control had earlier this week
claimed that instances of
stubble burning during Sep-
tember to November first
week, in Punjab and Harya-
na, was half that of previous
years. However, the CPCB’s
reports show that stubble
burning on November 3, 4, 5
were not significantly lower
— and that in Haryana was
higher — than last year. A
change in the direction of
wind from easterly to north-
westerly on  Deepavali
brought much of the carbon
towards Delhi NCR.

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The air quality in the city
improved slightly on Satur-
day but continued to be in
the ‘severe’ category for the
second consecutive day due
to unfavourable weather
conditions, firecracker
emissions and rampant
stubble burning in neigh-
bouring States, according to
official data.

Several other cities in the
National Capital Region —
Gurugram, Faridabad and
Noida — as well as towns in
north India, such as Bagh-
pat and Bulandshahr, also
reported ‘severe’ air pollu-
tion for the second day
post-Deepavali.

The contribution of stub-
ble burning in neighbouring
States to PM2.5 in Delhi was
41% and the number of ac-
tive fires was 5,159 on Satur-
day, both highest this sea-
son, said government-run
monitoring agency SAFAR.

Delhi’s AQI (air quality in-
dex) was recorded at 437 on
Saturday, down from 462 on
Friday, according to the
Central Pollution Control
Board bulletin. On Friday,

the air quality dropped to its
poorest levels for the day af-
ter Deepavali in five years,
according to official data. It
was also the first day with
‘severe’ air pollution this
season.

The AQI of Delhi is ex-
pected to improve from
Sunday evening because of
strong surface winds sweep-
ing through Delhi-NCR.

“Delhi’s AQI is likely to
improve to the upper end of
‘very poor’ category as sur-
face winds are becoming
stronger, dispersing air pol-
lutants. Strong northwester-
ly winds enhance transport
of emissions from stubble
burning. Share of crop resi-
due burning emissions in
PM2.5 is 41% (effective fire
count 5,159),” said SAFAR.

The fog or smog condi-
tion in Delhi-NCR also im-
proved on Saturday. “Fog/
smog conditions today [No-
vember 6] morning has
improved in Delhi NCR as
was forecasted. It was shal-
low fog with visibility 600 to
800 metre range reported at
two airports from 5.30 a.m.
to 9.30 a.m,” IMD said in a
statement on Saturday.

Third rake of Vande Bharat Express in March
Chairman of Railway Board inspects progress of work at ICF, appreciates team
 grgsss | e

S. VIJAY KUMAR
CHENNAI

The Integral Coach Factory
(ICF) in Chennai plans to roll
out the third rake of the
Vande Bharat Express in
March next year.

Chairman of the Railway
Board Suneet Sharma in-
spected the ongoing work
and expressed satisfaction
over progress in the much-
awaited project of manufac-
turing 102 Vande Bharat
trains, to be operated across
the country.

“The shells of at least five
Vande Bharat trains are in the
final stages of completion.

Chairman of the Railway
Board at the Integral Coach
Factory. =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Electrics are expected to be
fitted in a couple of months.
We hope to roll out one rake
by March 2022,” a senior ICF
official said on Saturday.

The first two rakes of
Trainl8, India’s first semi
high-speed trains rolled out
by ICF in 2018, are now being
operated as Vande Bharat ex-
presses on the Delhi-Varana-
si-Delhi and Delhi-Katra-Del-
hi routes.

After Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi announced the
operation of 75 Vande Bharat
trains on the occasion of In-
dependence Day this year,
the Ministry of Railways float-
ed tenders for manufacturing
58 rakes, each comprising 16
coaches. Tenders have alrea-
dy been floated for making
44 rakes.

Of the 58 rakes of 16-car
composition, 30 will be
rolled out from ICF in Chen-
nai, 14 from the Modern
Coach Factory in Raebareli
and 14 from the Rail Coach
Factory in Kapurthala.

In the latest tenders, the
Railways has insisted on com-
pliance to the Public Procure-
ment (Preference to Make in
India) Order, 2017, and said
there is “sufficient local ca-
pacity and competition in the
supply of the tendered item
in required quantity, and the-
refore, public procurement
of the items is restricted to
Class-I Local Suppliers only”.

IN BRIEF

Bangladeshi cattle lifter
lynched in Tripura district
AGARTALA

A Bangladeshi cattle lifter
was lynched by villagers at
Kamalnagar, a border village
in Tripura's Sipahijala district
on Saturday, the police said.
The cattle lifter was lynched
when he along with a group
entered the house of a
villager at about 1.30 a.m. on
Saturday and attacked him
when he tried to resist, the
police said. p1i
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Eligibility Criteria :

Essential :

Desirable :

|. Scientists from Central/State Governments, Research
Government funded Research Organizations Institutes, etc.

2. Holding analogous post on regular basis in the parent Department ; or

3. With 5 years service in post with Grade Pay of ¥ 10,000/- or 7" CPC level 14 or equivalent
in the parent cadre/Department and possesses the qualification & experience as below:-

BANGALORE.

Institute for Stem Cell Science and Regenerative Medicine (DBT-inStem), an Autonomous Institute of
the Department of Biotechnology, Government of India was established in 2009 and is located in the
GKVK Campus, Bengaluru . The Centre for Stem Cell Research (CSCR) is the clinical translational unit
of inStem in partnership with and located at CMC Ve llore, Tamil Nadu. InStem's core mandate is to
establish collaborative research programs tackling major questions in stem cell biology and
regeneration with disease relevance and translational emphasis. inStem has established well-defined
thematic research structures, comprising teams of investigators to collectively address complex
problems of biology in the context of tissue repair following injury and inflammation, brain disorders,
cardiac disease, metabolic regulation of cell function and a dedicated programme on chemical
approaches aiding discovery injury repair. Today, the institute's-15 research groups (set to grow
further), operate in major thematic programs. Commitment to the development of translational
capabilities through programmatic partnerships with universities, research institutes, clinicians and
industry as well as the establishment of platfom technologies and development of sophisticated
technical capabilities, enabling endeavours across themes, are major thrusts of our efforts. inStem
shares a campus and core facilities with the National Centre of Biological Sciences (NCBS, TIFR) and
the Centre for Cellular and Molecular Platform (C-CAMP), which together comprise the Bangalore Life
Science Cluster. inStem's investigators partner with international collaborators for specific projects of
joint interest. Through these partnerships, the Institute has developed a strong research foundation
with state-of-the-art facilities to attract investigators to its theme-driven, interconnected network of
research programs. Details of inStem are available at https://instem.res.in .

The Department of Biotechnology. Government of India, invites applications from eminent scientists
having proven scientific record in life or medical sciences with application to disease (not limited to Stem
Cell Biology), and possessing research excellent leadership and administrative abilities for the post of
Director on Deputation (including short term contract)/Absorption.

Scale of Pay and other benefits: The selected incumbent will be placed in the Level-17 (As per 7th CPC)
Apex Scale: Rs. 225000/- (Fixed). Other benefit s/allowances shall be as per rules of Government of India
applicable for appointment on deputation including Short-Term Contract/Absorption basis.

(i) PhDinany life science discipline/MD/M. Tech or equivalent.

(i) Minimum 15 years experience of research in the area of specialization.

(i) An outstanding track record of research accomplishments as evidenced by excellent
scientific publications, patent and awards.

I.  Experience in successfully running large programme. centre, institution.
2. Experience of guiding research activities in the area of specialization.

Institutes, Autonomous Bodies,

Institute for Stem Cell Science and Regenerative Medicine (instem)
) (An Autonomous Institution of the Department of Biotechnology,
Ministry of Science & Technology, Government of India)
GKVK Post, Bellary Road, Bangalore — 560 065.
Ph:080-23666001/002. Fax: 080-23696662 (www.instem.res.in)

APPLICATIONS/NOMINATIONS ARE INVITED FOR THE POST OF DIRECTOR,
INSTITUTE FOR STEM CELL SCIENCE AND REGENERATIVE MEDICINE (inStem)

pmmm—

For more details including additional desirable qualifications login to the website:
www.dbtindia.nic.in or www.instem.res.in

[ JSTSR———"

Last date for receipt of applications/nominations in Department of Biotechnology is 30 days from the
date of publication of this advertisement in the Employment News for local candidates and
45 days for the candidates residing abroad, Andaman & Nicobar and Lakshadweep Island,
States/Union Territories in the North-Eastern
Sub division Chamba and Lahaul and Spiti districts of Himachal Pradesh.

region,

Ladakh,

region of J & K, Sikkim,
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Classification common
for Brides, Bridegrooms,
Brides & Grooms

Assamese

Awadhi

Bengali

Bhojpuri

Bihari

Chhattisgarhi

English

Gujarati

Haryanvi

Hindi

Kannada

Kashmiri

Konkani

Malayalam

Manipuri

Marathi

Marwari

Nepali

Oriya

Parsi

Punjabi

Saurashtra

Sindhi

Tamil

Telugu

Tulu

Urdu

Advocate

Business

Defence

Doctor

Engineer

Finance/ Banking

Government/ Quasi-Govt.

1AS/ Allied Services

Information Technology

MBA/ CA/ ICWA

NRI

Cosmopolitan

Divorcee

Physically Challenged
MARRIAGE BUREAUS
WEDDING ARRANGEMENTS

TRICHUR BASED Malayalee Ezhava
girl Beautiful 35, 5.3 Aayilliam masters
degree from British University. Repu-
ted family seek alliance from Profes-

sionals from India and Allowed of sa-
me status. Ph - 6235942353,
7907330360.

CHRISTIAN FEMALE in Malaysia look-
ing for decent Christian/Catholic
Man from Telugu, Malayalee, Tamil
or Anglo-Indian age 38-47yrs for
marriage and settle down in
Malaysia. Must have Basic English/
Basic Education. Must decent Chris-
tian background and very humble.
WhatsApp +60172832801 with Biodata/
photo.

FAIR/ MUDALIYAR Girl 30/162, 10th,
No issue, seeks suitable groom,
caste no bar, Chennai only.
9840353368

HINDU DEVAR 26, 5ft Thiruvonam
Medium Complexion MBBS, OG In-
ternship at Reputed Hospital Seeks
Doctor Groom from Same/Other BC/
MBC. Contact: 9444225534

HINDU SC PR 25 yrs / 5.6, Poosam,
Kadagam, MBBS, Parents Govt, seeks
MBBS/MD/MS, ongoing PG Groom
preferably Govt. below 28 yrs. Contact:
94446 53587 / 97881 54437.

SMU DOCTOR 25, working and
preparing for MS, seeking matches
preferably from MS/MD.9445051256.

38/ MD / doctor /pallar/ divorcee
seeks suitable groom  ct-91598
60877,drpdorai @gmail.com

VISWAKARMA GIRL 29/ MS/ 9L Seeks
MD/ MS Groom from Same/ Other BC
Caste. Contact: 94445 63880

KANNADA MADHWA Brahmin Girl
23 MBBS. Seeks Doctor Groom.
9944570175.

WANTED GROOM

RC, CHRISTIAN, MBBS MS
(OBG), Reputed School,
College, 26.6 Yrs, Fair,
Good Looking, Affluent,

Lives in Chennai, Parents
Well Educated, Father
own Industry with 200

Employees, Seeks Doctors

from God Fearing Family.

Whats App : 7550065082

Mail id:
jesuschrist0014@gmail.com

HINDU MUDALIAR 26/165cm Pusam
Fair, BDS, Good Family Background
Seeks Doctor Groom Ct: 94401 06672.

SuperSpeciality Qualified Doctor lyer
Girl 33, seeks from Similar Qualified
Doctor or IIT IIM or Civil Services
Brahmin Groom. Whatsapp 99622
83131

HINDU EZHUVA/ Thiyya, 27/157, Doc-
tor Girl, MBBS, MD (Paediatric)
Working in Apollo, Chennai, Rich
Educated Family, Well Settled in
Chennai and Mavelikara (Kerala).
Seeks Alliance Caste No Bar.
7305329667, 9176251309.

SUITABLE BOY for Hindu Ezhava,
Triketta, Manglik, BE, Girl age 28, ht
154, Bangalore software MNC, Annual
16L, Caste/ language no bar, Bangalo-
re based or Abroad settled, Hindi
speaking preferred. 6366892233/
9111545160

HINDU THIYYA 28/156 Doctor Girl
MBBS doing MD AIIMS seeks Doctors
Professtional,IAS,IPS,IFS.9444114016

EZHAVA GIRL, 24y, 163cm, Uttradam,
BTech, ISRO Scientist. Seeks suit-
able alliance from Bengaluru based
Engineers/Professionals/Govt  Offi-
cers. 9600179563/9940573487

SENGUNTHA MUDALIAR, 30/157, Chithi-
rai, Thulam, Sevvai dosham, BTech,
MS Data Science, USA, Working in
USA seeks Groom working in USA,
rdpkumar328 @ gmail.com
Ct:9204657704.

RC MDS 31/165 Reader Dental col-
lege Chennai seeks PGDr/Engr Caste
No Bar Ct 9444157888

CSI CHRISTIAN Nadar Girl Fair,
Good Looking, 03-04-1986 born /
152cm / M.Sc M.Phil, working as As-
sistant Professor in a Reputed Wom-
en’s College, Mount Road, Chennai.
Both Parents Doctors  (Private),
Suitable Alliance, Employed / Set-
tled in Chennai / With Clean
Habits from Same Community. Con-
tact: 9841182514

Nadar, Christian Female Dr MBBS,
17.04.1986 Innocent Divorcee. Seeks
Doctor, Engg, any BC Christian. Cell :
9443786190.

SC AD CSI 37 Y/147cm - Charge Nur-
se at Kuwait 1.5 lakhs pm - Seeks
Christn person - Medical/Eng. - Ct
9443765723/WhatsApp 96566425699.

CHRISTIAN Bride 35 Yrs Unmarried
S/W Engr Contact: 9514951554

SEEKS BORN AGAIN Boy Employed
Never Married aged below 38 from
Bangalore Only. For a Girl aged 36.
9535116520

CSI PROTESTANT 30, 160cm, BE/MNC
Chennai Divorce Legally No Issues/
Fair/Slim ~ Seeks = Qual  Boy.
6379397599

CHRISTIAN, ADVOCATE, 26 years,
CSl, SC, AD, Chennai Father-Doc-
tor, Seeks GOD fearing Groom Ct:
9790774718

CATHOLIC VELLALAR Girl 28/171 MBBS
pursuing PG Chicago USA F1 Visa
seeks  professional  from  USA
9360669640

MUDALIAR GIRL Anusham 30/180 fair
MBA employed multinational bank
Chennai. Sub-sects no bar Ct
9444950982

SAIVA VELLALA Pillai(Veg) 40/162
BE Divorcee Seek Any Degree well
Employd Groom Below 44.(Sub Sect
Ok).Ct: 9444473129 muthuvel4354@
gmail.com

HINDU ADIDRAVIDAR Kongu Parayar,
30 BE, M.Tech, Ph.D. Seeks Educat-
ed Profnl  Groom. 8760883559/
8973345370.

HINDU SC PR Kongu 1984 MBBS
DCH Doctor, working in Govt Hospital
seeks suitable Groom.Ct:9443680973.

HINDU/SC.AD, SIMMAM/MAGAM(26/5'2")
MCA, ITA @TCS, 5.81L/p.a, Seeks
Suitable  Boy  from  Chennai.
9840365908

ROYAL KONGU Chettiar Caste No
Bar25/B.Tech (Own TelecomManufac-
turing  Industries  Coimbatore)500
Crores above Rich Familyseeks
Groom Ct: 9884510869

ELITE MUDALIYAR 25/M.Techown (3
Hospitals) and Group ofCompanies
300 Crores RichFamily seeks Groom
Ct:9884510761

PILLAI 30 Beautiful slim unconsu-

mated divorcee girl. Only elite
profile  parents  cnt:9489494759/
9843498759

HINDU MUDALIYAR 27/164, Moolam,
BE, MS (USA), Working in USA. Good
family background. Seeks groom
working in USA. Contact : 9841567697

VANIYA CHETTIAR, M.Sc, 42/157,
Karthigai,Govt. Officer Chennai seeks
equal Qlfn employed boy 9486507399.

Hindu SC - Pallan, Magaram, Thiru-
vonam, 32/153. BE, MBA Trichy.Seeks

Well Educated Settled Dr /Engr /Govt / [Li =

Bank Officer Groom. 75025 80110.

SCAD HINDU 35/155 Swathi Whea-
tish - Affluent B.com, B'lore-Own
House, Tech-Asst / NIMAHS- Central
Govt. 4.5 LPA, Contact:9900251953.

MUDALIAR (CNB) : 23/165, V.Fair,
MBA, Construction Business ,Chen-
nai, Elite Family Seeks Groom -
Business / Engineer - 8925019776

PILLAI / Mudaliar, 25 B.E Kettai
Working in Leading MNC , Reputed
Business Family Seeks Alliance for
His Daughter Call 98400 93322

DKV 30YRS 164/58 MBA(IIT) Fair
working in MNC Seeks for Bright
Bridegroom from Educated Family.
9940507235

YADAVA GIRL 26/155 B.E. working in
S/W Co Chennai getting 1.5L pm-

seeks suitable Yadava
Groom:7010056280

HASTHAM, 33/154 fair MCA Upper
midl  Clas Seeks Mudaliar/Pillai
Professionally ~ Qualified ~ Groom
8220757159

22 /155 cm, fair, good looking

girl, B.E, working in IT corporate
in  Chennai, seeks suitable al-
liance from Reddiar / Naidu commu-
nity. Send Horoscope & family de-
tails by mail to: kmohan1944@
gmail.com

MUDALIAR,25/165, FAIR& Beautiful,
BE, SWE, Deloitte, 50000PM, Well
to do Fmly, CNB. 7299576644,
7299576666

VISWAKARMA 35 yrs Govt doctor
issueless mutual divorcee seeks bride-
groom below 40yrs Chennai based
preferably doctors, other professionals
with good family background. caste no
bar. Ct - 9443452568 Father.

US EMPLOYED architect girl -
M.Arch(US) -26 / 5'3"- Vanniyar -
seeking  suitable  groom.  Con-
tact:9840530212

VANNIAKULA KSHATRIYA 28Yrs MS
(Comp Sci) USA,Working in US,Seeks
Groom work in US, CasteNoBar.
9940620186

GROOM WANTED for a Naidu girl from
Upper middle class family. 34yrs.
B.E PGPM. Sal: 15L above working
in IT.Chennai. Contact: 9487078650

GAVARA-NAIDU 24YRS/MBBS Good Look-
ing Bride Kiruthika 4th padham,
Rishabham Seeks well settled Groom
Dr/Engr. Srk23463@gmail.com,
7904946177

YADHAVA NAIDU Telugu Girl , Magam
271152 , CTS salary 80k seeking

groom (Any  Telugu/Tamil ~Naidu
preferable) ~ Mobile: 7200901366/
9884001366

KAMMA NAIDU 25, Fair 162/52 MBBS,
MD, Reputed Family Seeks Bride-
groom. Ct: 9787668282

ALLIANCE FOR A Very Fair Naidu Doc-
tor Girl 25/160 Cm Second Year MDS
(Orthodontics) Student From Prefer-
ably South Indian Well To Do PG
Professional ~ Engineering/  Medical
Groom Born After January 1993. Con-
tact: 9490748852/ 9444929250.

NAIDU 32 /156/BE Poorattathi Kum-
bam SW 15L P.A Seeks TN bridegroom
Other Subsect also working in Chen-
nai/Bangalore preferable
Ct:9445683332

T T T T T Y T

| ELITE GROOM
WANTED

1)) Telugu, Hindu 25yrs, 5'7%,
)y MBBS MS (0BG) 2nd yr,
= Fellowship in Reproductive -
= Medicine IVF (Londan),
= Doctors family into Own
"' Group of Hospitals &

1! Construction Business.

i) Looking for Good Net Worth, {
%, Rich, Handsome guy,
by, Age: 27-29 Yrs , Height: 5'10" /;
<. above, lives in Hyderabad. -
- Caste-BC, Reddy, Kapu, Balija '

!
|
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NAIDU:  24/160, V.Fair, M.Arch,
Wood Export & Import Business,
Chennai, Rich Family, Seeks Groom
- Business / Engineer - 8939012419

BRIDE GROOM
Caste: Naidu (Kamma,
Balija), Status : Rich /
Affluent. Location prefer-
ence: Andhra Pradesh &
Tamilnadu.30yrs,5'7", MD
Radiology Fellowship in
Intervention Radiology
and Intervention Oncol-
ogy. Traditional and good
looking Bride Req.: Doc-
tors DM Neurology, Cardi-
ology, Nephrology, McH
Neuro Surgeon, Surgical
Oncology, 2nd preference
well settled Business, In-
dustrialist. Req.: only
Kamma grooms. Only
Chittoor, Ananthapur,
Nellore, Prakasam. Direct:
) 96422 15777

73585 65111

YADHAVA NAIDU Girl, Maham, 27/152,
CTS, Salary: 85k. Seeking groom
(any Telugu / Tamil Naidu Prefer-
able) Ct: 7200901366 / 9884001366

Dr. MS in Service belongs to Chennai,
Slim, Fair 29yrs seeks MD/MS/DNB/
DM groom. Whatsapp: 9940656146.

| SUNNI, URDU, girl, 28/165cm, MCA,
¢ IT Professional, looking well edu-
* cated :

and Ct

7639223932

settled  boy,

R.ARUNKUMAR 28YRS/BE-CIVIL Sr.
Engr.( MNC Co., Tiruchendur), Veg.
Seeks Educated Bride. Chennai
8939934114

CASTE NOBAR 40/168 F-Pillai M-
Chetiar Govt Doctor Seek Suitable
Bride 9841151575 Mail:write2vpt@
gmail.com

IYER,VADAMA, 40YEARS. Self Em-
ployed Chartered Accountant. Right
leg slightly short. He can walk
and drive vehicle normally. Need
Suitable Bride. Call 9994934568

IYER VADULAM Uthiram Nov 77 BSc
(MCA) MNC IT 22 LPA .Seek any un-
married Brahmin Girl Ct 9841071359

MUDALIYAR 42 ME PHD. Protessor
Pvt College Chennai 1.5 L PM. Seeks
Bride. Subcaste O.K. 80568 91976

NAIDU 31/164 ME Asst.Professor
chennai-Divorcee Seeks Suitable bride
Unmarried / Divorcee -No Issue-Naidu/
Mudaliar/ Pillai/Reddiyar/Chettiar Pref.
Contact : 94456 89306 / 94430 52596.

BRAHMIN,  IYER-1973,  Rohini
Athreyam, B.Tech MNC - GM, 24L P/A
any Brahmin girl.  Contact
8778588458

VANNIAR 30 Medium 174ht. Ashwini,
Mesham, B.E. MBA Employed in MNC,
Reputed ~ Family ~ Seeks  Bride
9444944196

MUDALIAR (CNB): 25/180, Handsome,
MBA (Corporate & Fin), Having own
Institution, Resorts, Real estate,
Rice Export Business, Only son,
Chennai, Elite Family - Seeks good
looking bride - 7305810258

AGE 43, Second Marriage, Working
in Hospital at Abroad. Suitable
Bride Who willing to Re Locate. Ct
1 +97433840227 / +919498328263

VANNIYAR BOY 30yrs/ 170cm/slim
MVSc, PhD, TNPSC selected. Bride:
Educated Professional vanniyar com-
munity  with  horoscope  contact
9138105708

PANTA REDDIAR, Uthradam-1 pa-
dam 28yrs, B.com, MBA (FIN),
Director start up Pharma Company,
Seeks B.Pharm / M.Pharm bride,
age 21 to 27yrs. Cont: 7904045221

HINDU NADAR Doctor Settled In Aus-
tralia  With Parents Need A Fair,
Good Looking, Good Nature In Be-
havier With A Post Graduate In Med-
ical Or Engineering Or MBA Or MCA.
Under Graduate Also Admissable.
Very Important Is Bride and Bride
Family Must Be Interested In Allow-
ing Her To Settle At Australia.No
Need For Dowry. C.A.Rajan- +91
73587 87538

EliteMatrimony.com

Exclusive matchmaking service for the elite from BharatMatrimony

good net worth. Looking for a
Contact: 6366448344

community. Contact: 6366448343

match. Contact: 6366448345

CHRISTIAN NADAR B.Tech 25/172/43
LacA/Handsome/Germany/Clean Habits
Brought Up In Bangalore, Origin
South TN, Educated Upper Middle
Class Family Seeks Suitable, Beau-
tiful, God Fearing, Professional
From Good Family 96groom10@
gmail.com 9113663607

ELITE RICH tall Uthiradam Mudali-
yar Mtech MS Sweden seeks bride ph
or WhatsApp 9884187197

Tall Fair Slim well Educated Tamil
Muslim Girl 25 from Affluent Family
seeks well Settled Forward Thinking
Groom/ Family W'app 9566634969

TAMIL CATHOLIC christian, Vellalar
pillai, 28, M.Sc, Fair, works in
chennai, seeks educated groom (vel-
lalar/ mudaliar) Ct: 9940283379.

CHRISTIAN NADAR 28yrs ,B.E,MBA
seeks educated groom (age up to 30
years) any BC ,9445021644

RC CHRISTIAN 37yrs/167cms Software
Eg Unmarried Udayar. Seeks suit-
able unmarried groom. Caste/Reli-
gion No bar 9943084508 joseph154@
gmail.com

CSI NADAR 40/160 Fair Ph.D SET
Asst.Professor Chennai seek Unmar-
rid  Educated Settled  Profesnl
9840310521

EMPLOYED QUALIFIED bridegrooms is
wanted for SC/AD/MSC/DB 1983/
Vishakam ,Dhulam bride 9498313625,
9444866276

HINDU AD, 26/154/Hastham/BE, MNC
6L PA Seeks Suitable Groom from
Govt/PSU.same caste Ct:94441 55781

RC NADAR girl 32/5.7/Fair ME
Software Engineer seeks educated
Groom. SC/ST excuse. Contact
9886888775.

SEEKING NEVER Married Tamil/Telugu
Speaking Groom Age39-42 Working in
Chennai or US for Naidu Bride
B.E,MBA (USA) Working as Software
Engg. hemapriya.sat@gmail.com,
9543323082

HINDU NADAR 34/151cm Fair M.Sc.,
Bank Employee Seeks Groom with
Good Education & Employed Ct:
82482 58495

29Y, 54, BE & MBA, SC-AD di-
vorced, fair & homely girl from
‘elite’ family seeking below 35y,
educated & employed groom from sim-
ilar background, cast no bar con-
tact 7303518877.

HINDU KAMMA 26/177cm Canada CNB
Fair B.E. MBA. groom at/wishes to
settle in Canada preferred. 91507
62929

BRIDEGROOM WANTED, 1993,
Hindu, Nadar 5'6" BE MBA fair from
rich family 9442348459, 8310531251.

RICH MUDALIYAR Girl 24/B.Tech.Own
Petrol Bunks Sugar Mill . Family-
seeks Rich Groom . Ct 7200067015

HINDU NADAR 26 , 168cm MBBS/MD
Anaesthetist 1Lacs PM Seeks Suit-
able  Groom.KA Raman  Nadar
9380791999

ASST. PROF. Tuluva Vellal Mudaliar
Good looking Girl 34 Uthirattathy,
Meenam,  Ph.D(Physics),  Family
Seeks Alliance from First and Un-
married Bachelor Bridegroom Aged
34-36 Yrs, Employed, Caste no bar.
Contact: After 7 PM; 7550245659

BRIDE GROOM

WANTED

Good Looking MBBS,M.D.,

(Paediatrics) age 28,
Employee, upper class Cud-
dalore.Reputed Nuclear
family background with tra-
ditional values, seeks suit-
able bride groom.Preferably
doctor MD / MS [ Higher
official / Charted Accountant
from Hindu OC/BC/MBC
with traditional,good family
background.Preferable Age:
29-31 years with clean
habits. Contact:
94888-10977, 99408-91439,
B2208-41737

CATHOLIC VELLALAR 26/ 165 cm.
BCA, MBA, IT JOB, Chennai Based.
Seeks Suitable Groom ct:93826 42738

»

TALL- RICH- Young- Bride for 65/6’
Brahmin IIT IIM USA EU Caste Reli-
gion Lang No Bars 9113679022

HINDU INTERCASTE 36Yrs MBBS,
D.Ortho,DNB Seeks Suitable Bride.
Pref Telugu Community 9715034589/
8610381424

B.E., SC - 33 Years Groom - Rs. 1.25
Lakh p.m. required B.E., Working Girl
in Chennai - Contact - 97890 54647

NAIR BOY, 36 yr, 6ft, 72 kg, fair
& good looking. Karthika Naksha-
tram -Dosha Jatakam. BE, Working
with MNC, Blore Settled. Seeking a
beautiful girl b/w 28-33yrs within
same community, Ph-080-41492903/
9964219626

HINDU, AGE 36, Ezhava, Caste No
Bar, Chennai Settled, Salary 8
lakhs PA, Phone: 9962599635

WANTED HINDU Educated working
Malayalee Girl, for MBA Gold Medal-
ist Bride Groom 33 / 178, running
own Business. Caste no bar. Ph:
9500042949

KAMMA NAIDU, 32/177, Uthradam,
Dhanush, GM, UK Citizen seeks
bride working in UK, Mail:
manoharans2021@gmail.com

CHRISTIAN THIRUNELVELI Nadar CSI
well settled family seeking bride
for only son 25/180 MS working in
USA from same community Green
Card/ Indian citizen any profes-
sional degree. Ct: 9344380866

ELITE BRIDES WANTED

BRAHMIN, 30, 180 cms, Finance Professional, CA.
Lives in Delhi. Father is a CA and Mother is an
Entrepreneur. Family is affluent with a good net
worth. Looking for a compatible match from any
Brahmin community. Contact: 6366448346

BRAHMIN, 35, 168 cms, Divorced, Finance Head,
CA. Lives in Bangalore. Father is a Consultant and
Mother is a Teacher. Family is affluent with a good net
worth. Looking for an amiable match from any South
Indian Brahmin community. Contact: 6366448346

PILLAI/CASTE NO BAR, 27, 171 cms,
Businessman, Masters in Management. Lives in
Chennai. Belongs to an affluent business family with a

MUDALIYAR, 26, 180 cms, Doctor, MBBS. Lives in
Chennai. Father is a working Professional. Family is
financially well off with a good net worth. Looking for
a compatible well educated match from the same

CHETTIAR, 27, 178 cms, Healthcare Consultant,
MBBS. Lives in Bangalore. Father is a working
Professional. Looking for a like minded well educated

suitable match.

CHRISTIAN NADAR 49/176 MPhil Govt-
Offcer 19L seek Spritual Educated
Profesional Unmarrid bride
8608683242

MUDALIYAR BOY (Veg) 26/180 Sad-
hayam MBA, Working HR Dept Chennai
Rs3Lpa Having Car & FF House, Oth-
er Caste Veg Bride accepted.
9176368282

ELITE GROOMS WANTED

BRAHMIN, 31, 170 cms, Management Professional,
Masters in Management. Lives in Bangalore. Father is
a CAand Mother is a Government employee. Family is
affluent with a good net worth. Looking for a suitable
match from any South Indian Brahmin community.
Contact: 6366448346

BRAHMIN, 34, 173 cms, Senior Manager, MBA. Lives
in Pune. Parents are working Professionals. Family is
financially well off with a good net worth. Looking for
an amiable match. Contact: 6366448345

DEVAR, 29, 170 cms, Assistant Professor, MD. Lives
in Chennai. Father is retired. Family is financially well
off with a good net worth. Looking for a like minded
well educated match from the same community.
Contact: 6366448343

PILLAI/CASTE NO BAR, 29, 157 cms, Security
Engineer, Masters in Engineering. Lives in Singapore.
Father is a Doctor. Family is affluent with a good net
worth. Looking for a compatible well educated match
Abroad. Contact: 6366448344

NADAR, 25, 170 cms, Management Professional,
Masters in Management. Lives in Chennai. Parents
are Doctors. Family is affluent with a good net worth.
Looking for a like minded well educated match from a

similar community. Contact: 6366448346

Call for Free C ultation @ 99629 76000
BRIDES WANTED

Bank Manager Retd. age 63 chettiyar
Thanjavur divorced single, caste no
bar. Seeks age 40-50, good looking,
lovable, genuine person. widow /

divorced / unmarried. Ct.80989 26732.

ALLIANCE WANTED for lyer Boy 40,
CA, MNC, Bangalore Haritham, Punar-
vasu. Ct.9916353313 , 6362305857

BE, MS PhD (lITM), Tamil Swathi, 29
yrs, 174cm, MNC B'lore, seeks B'ful
PQM Karuneegar/Mudaliar, Contact-
9840161742.

Gavara 28 177cm BE 75000/pm. SWE

*in Chennai, Native CBE, Well Settled

Family. Ct: 9443750495, 8667852811

BALIJA, DHANISTA 32/173 BE MS
working at Ireland (Dublin) in SAP
seeks suitable bride. Send BHP to
harsh4649 @ gmail.com, 9886777957

HINDU- KULALA- Telungu/ Tamil-
Coimbatore- 27Y/ 177CM-B.COM, CA
(Inter) MBA(U.S.A.) -JOB in U.S.A.
seeks Girl (Age 22-25Y) in Good
Culture, Fair,Slim,Engg Graduate &
Upper Middle Class.
Cell:8610954584. E-mail:
mk.thulasi@yahoo.in

DOB-30/07/1990, ME , PhD, Thulam,
Visagam, Associate Professor, SSN
College of Engineering, Chennai.
Father-Gavara  Naidu, Mother-
Sourashtra. Bride from educated
family/Naidu intercaste. Contact-
9952505826

AUSTRALIA SETTLED South India
Hindu forward family/ 36/ well emp/
looking for bride/ 28-33/ Edu/ Fair/
CNB. Contact: Mob: +61 423357045
moganthambe@yahoo.com

RICH ELITE Naidu 28/B.E., MS.Own

Jewellry, Engineering CollegesTex-
tile  Mills Seeks Bride
9884510761

v/ NAIDU/46, DIVORCEE, BE, IT (US
return), Chennai, 1.5 L/pm, Smart/
Fair seeks suitable bride Ct.
9087296964/ ddnaidu0202@gmail.com

SM4 Telugu, Kapu boy, 6'1", B.Tech
from IIT Kanpur, Class-1 Gazetted Of-
ficer in Central Govt Job seeks B'ful
Edu. Girl, Call 8928575214.

TELUGU Brahmin Velanadu Boy 32
Years M.S. (IIT-M) Height 5ft 7inch
Gothram - Kaundinya-seeking  alliance

pharma  company
Hyderabad. Contact-9591192452.

SMU 34/5.9 BE/MBA working in MNC
Chennai  20LPA. Seeks educated
bride, in & around Chennai.
9289181902 (W)

SMU/M/35 YRS/5.9 feet/ Engineer
from upper middle class family. Re-
ligious, Slim, Handsome, NRI set-
tled abroad, separated (1 child-
living together), seeks Reli-
gious/Hafiz, modest with clean
habits, good looking, wiling to
migrate, age 23 to 28 yrs, prefer-
ably Unmarried. Contact
8754401392, nwst2022 @gmail.com

MARRIAGE BUREAU

MUSLIM ALLIANCE only. Married/ Un-
married.  Best Rib  matched.
7200176211

MUSLIM MATRIMONY For Bride &
Groom.  www.quboolmatrimony.com
9955337173

FREE ONE Month,

favoritematrimony.com 9495975874

CASTE NO Bar 62, Retd Govt.
Pensioner,well ~ Settled Seeks Al
liance  from Decent Family
8778514465/7200866346

LOOKING ALLIANCE - Sanjeev, 32
years, B.Com. MBA, Vadakalai lyen-
gar. Private Firm, 35K per month.
Contact - 9841556750

HINDU NADAR, 37/185, M.Tech (IIT
Madras), Electronics  Engineer,
Principal Engineer (VLSI Chip De-
sign, R&D) in a MNC in Bangalore,
seeks well educated, suitable
bride. Caste No Bar. Ct: 9840117920

HINDU NADAR 31, 180cm BSC,MCA, 3,
00,000/ PM Working in Bangalore
Seeks Bride K.A.Ramannadar
9380791999

VADAMA KOWSIKAM Punarposam4
Kadagam, 33/5.9, BE MBA LLB Seeks
Doctors CA only 9444010533/
9344653732

IYER, GARGAYA, Brahacharanam, Avit-
tam, 41/156 Senior Exe. in family
concern, Chennai Own House, Widow-
er with Child (10 yrs) Bride Ct:
9940469993 / Mail: sstyagarajan@
gmail.com

Hindu Family, 29/5.7/BE/ Software
Engr/Fair/Rich/Sc/Caste No Bar. Sett-
led in Bangalore. Seeks Bride from
Educated and well Settled Family.
Contact No. 9448603539/9845401461.

HINDU VANNIYAR Chennai 1991/ 172/
BE, MBA Visakam Virchigam, 18L/Pa
seeks suitable bride. Ct:
9962458224

HINDU NADAR, B’Tech, Mumbai Based
Industrialist, 27, 180cm, Seeks
Suitable Engineer Bride from Good
Family. 9326750083 porkodis44@
gmail.com

AGAMUDAIYA MUDALIYAR, 39/170,
divorsed, slim Ph.D TNGovt 94000pm,
Mirugasiridam1 9942556572.

HINDU NADAR 28/176cm 1Lac PM Work-
ing Bangalore Seeks Suitable Bride
KA Raman Nadar 9380791999

MUDALIYAR DR. Parents settled UK
Seeking Compatible Dr. Bride for
Son  24/185  Dr.  Uthiram-4.
Ct:9566171496

ELITE MUDALIYAR 29/M.Techvery fa-
mous Own (Silk Showrooms,Coimbat-
ore) 500 Crores Family seeksBride
Mrs Lakshmi: 7200067015

LOOKING ALLIANCE - Ramkumar, 32
years, BE, Vadakalai lyengar. Voda-
fone, 45K per month.Contact -
9789910467

VANNIYAR 29 Yrs/175 Cm/BE (Elect)
Working Chennai little bent in fin-
gers and leg fingers Agrilands at

Pondy & Gingee & 02 Houses in Tin-| 20L

divanam. Father TNEB Retd. Looking
for Bride-Degree/Diploma/+2 What-
sapp: 9486515022,9443295021:
Email: mvgsanth@gmail.com

MUDALIAR,27/175, HANDSOME, BE,
MBA, Federal Bank, 70000PM, Well
Settled Fmly, CNB. 7299576644,
7299576666

HINDU DEVAR 35 BDS divorcee seeks
Bride from TamilNadu same/other BC/
MBC/Unmarried/Divorced/Widow with-
out issues.9003565434

Saiva Pillai age 45 Govt Assistant
Professor  Karaikudi, Rs.75,000pm,
lost wife, yoga / Meditation practicing
bridegroom with clean habits. Seeks
bride from Saiva community. Ct :
95977 83080

Hindu SC Ad, 32yrs, Asst., Professor,
Vellore Seeks Bride with Mbbs, Md,
Ms. Caste No Bar, Ph: 9600855627

HINDU NADAR, BE,MBA, 28 years,
168Cm, Krithigai, Private bank Mana-
ger in Chennai. 8 Lacs Annum, No
dosham. Contact: 9159900168

IYER CHENNAI 57Ys Bachelor Gud
Habit Elect 40K Sks Broadminded
PureVeg Widow Slight Defect Ok:
9840846524

SEEKING BEAUTIFUL, Homemaker Brah-
min Bride 18 to 22 years for our
Fair, Educated Son BS & MS in Har-
vard USA, 26 years, 180 cms, Ker-
ala lyer, Koundinyam, Magam. Boy
maintains  Chastity, No  Drinking,
No Smoking, Vegetarian, never mar-
ried and expects same from girl.
Send details to Whatsapp: +1 732
3728410

lyer 1988 B'charanam Koundinyam
Avitam B.Com MBA working in a pvt
firm seeks working bride. 94431 32445

(GENERAL

OTHERS

v/ CONSTRUCTION CLAIMS/ARBITRATION
Consultants - 20 +Years of Winning
Expertise. Email-ram.s@

adroitpme.com. Mobile-9585465919
www.adroitpmc.com

BUSINESS OFFER

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES salaried/
bizmen/self employed to overcome
your — monthly  bills  problem.
6381095123

BUSINESS FOR SALE

CHENNAI BASED 23yr old well estab-
lished popular profitably running
Spoken English Institute for sale.
Nine Course Materials, Customer Da-
ta, Good Will, Equipment furniture
neg. Owner going abroad.
9150472959

FINANCE

APERIO FUNDS Get from 15CR TO 150
CR , Interest @3-6%, Against Vi-
able Projects , LAP ,Business |,
Binding Properties , Institutions,
Industries , Sickunits &Takeover ,
Transperent Process , Solicit En-
quiry  Ct 7200418844  Mail:
aperiofunds @gmail.com

AUTOMOTIVE

SELLING
VOLKSWAGEN

2018 POLO-GTI Automatic 2 Doors
Red One owner Fancy#. A&S: 98409-
53737

REAL ESTATE
SELLING
RESIDENTIAL HOUSE

KODAIKANAL 3BHK in 40 Cts 2Cr &
27Cts 60L Whatsapp: + 6590759707

THE: e HINDU
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries and
satisfy themselves about the authenticity
of an advertisement before responding to
publication / advertisement any in this
newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD.,
the Publisher & Owner of this newspaper,
does not vouch for the genuineness of any
advertisement or advertiser or for any of
the advertiser's products and/or services.
In no event can the Owner, Publisher,
Printer, Editor, Director(s), Emplogee(s) of
this newspaper / company be held re-
sponsible}jliable in any manner what so
ever for any claims and/or damages for
publications / advertisements in this
newspaper.

EDUCATIONAL

* includes 50% discount on Test Series

Test Series (Mains 2021)

* hoth Online & Offline

DIAS

Starting on 8 November 2021
Starting on 7 November 2021

{2 011-40079000, 9350934622, Email: adityadse@gmail.com

For Updates, Visit: www.sociologybyadityamongra.com

SOCIOLOGY

Crash Course (Mains 2021)

* includes comprehensive study material

Orientation
Lecture
by Aditya Mongra Sir
0n 6 Nov.at 5:00 pM
All are welcome

Like Our Facebook Page: Sociology by Aditya Mongra

26/3, Old Rajinder Nagar, Delhi - 110060.

VA VIJETHA IAS ACADEMY

WWW.VIJETHAIASACADEMY.COM - Strive for continuous improvement

20176 20180 20190 20200 Selections
ANTHROPOLOGY

Offline / Online Classes: Starts: 8" Nov

ANTHROPOLOGY TEST SERIES for MAINS -2021
12 Tests Series @Rs. 5000/- | 8 Tests Series @ Rs. 4000/-

ANTHROPOLOGY MENTORSHIP PROGRAM - MAINS 2021

INCL. DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE + 12 TESTS @ RS. 7500/~

INCL. DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE + 8 TESTS @ RS. 6500/-

©011-42473555 | 9650852636 GLLEILAY:L

7/50, I Floor, Near Roop Vatika, Shankar Road, ORN, New Delhi-60

i

AR A Mcitimy
Attend

© DAYS
FREE DEMO

POLITY &
GOVERNANCE
(GS-11) Module

By

Mr. M. KARTHIKEYAN
Author of the book
“Governance Basics & Beyond”

COMPLETE COVERAGE OF
POLITY & GOVERNANCE
WITH MATERIALS AND ANSWER
WRITING PRACTICE SESSION

TO REGISTER CALL :

96506 96868

DAILY
ANSWER
WRITING

Complete 600+ Q&A paperwise
through
KEY-C-INDIA 7l
(By Director Sir)

8010068998

Aspire IAS 17/10,Aggarwal Sweets Basement, ORN

NEWSPAPER
ANALYSIS®

Cover 3 Years Current Affairs
1.5 years Yojana and Daily PIB
Daily MCQ Practice
Answer Writing within Class
(By Director, Aspire IAS)

() 8010068998

Office: 17/10, Basement,
AspirelAS  Beside Aggarwal Sweets, ORN

REVISE ANALYSE WRITE

GS MAINS CRASH
COURSE 2021-22

Complete the whole GS Mains and
Essay in 23 Classes with 200+
Mindmaps, 2 Years of Current Issues

KEY-C-INDIA 77

(By Director Sir)

8010068998

Aspire IAS 17/10,Aggarwal Sweets Basement, ORN

SUSHIL RAJ ARYA

PRATIBHA VIKAS KENDRA,
DELHI

Announcing Free

Coaching, Training,
Mentoring &
Residential Facilities
For Meritorious & Deserving
UPSC Civil Services Exam
(IAS/IPS/IFS etc) ASPIRANTS

Our Successful Students

PODDISHATTY
SRIJA

IAS, AIR 20,
UPSC CSE-2020

ANIL KUMAR
RATHOD

IAS, AIR81,
UPSC CSE-2019

(www.pratibhavikas.org)
Last date for Registration
11 November 2021
Contacts: +9311721172
Email: dss.pratibha@gmail.com

A Unit of Pawan Education

Divakar Academy

Jor Civil Services

S0CI0L0GY

’ \

b
NEW BATCHES

rROM[TENOV.

[ MORNING | EVENING
([EEE) BATCHES

+ Coverage of complete
syllabus in 45 classes

¢ Includes Daily Answer
Writing Sessions

Limited Seats

www.divakaracademy.com

9435800907, 9990788811
VACANCIES

FACULTY REQUIRED for UPSC GS, Op-
tional all subjects & Maths (CSAT)
. Experience_will be given prefer-
ence. Email Resume@ Ignitecivilserv
ices @hotmail.com. Call/Wapp
9362991296

II' DA

A GREETING TO REMEMBER

Be it a birthday, an anniversary, an academic
accomplishment or even a promotion. Now you can
surprise your loved ones by wishing them on

CLASSIFIEDS

For more details, email: classifiedscustomercare@thehindu.co.in
Contact Toll Free Number: 180030700404

For Placing Advertisements Online, Log on to www.thehinduads.com
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Bus driver takes passengers for a ride

fad
Swapna Suresh gets bail,
released from prison
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
Swapna Suresh, the prime
accused in the UAE
diplomatic baggage gold
smuggling case, was released
on bail from the Women's
Prison here on Saturday.
The gold smuggling case
surfaced in July 2020 after
the seizure of 30 kg of gold
in 'diplomatic air cargo’
addressed to the Consulate
General, UAE,
Thiruvananthapuram.

All spillway shutters of
Mullaperiyar dam closed
IDUKKI

All the spillway shutters of
the Mullaperiyar dam were
closed on Saturday with a
decline in the water inflow to
the dam. The water level at 3
p.m. on Saturday was 138.50
ft. Tamil Nadu Public Works
Department officials had
opened eight shutters on
Wednesday when the inflow
increased steadily after heavy
rainfall.

Kerala student beaten up
by seniors hospitalised
KANNUR

A student of Naher Arts and
Science College, Kannur, who
has been brutally beaten by
senior students in an alleged
instance of ragging, has been
hospitalised. The victim,
Anshad, said the attackers
had demanded money from
him and had objected to his
talking to girl students.

Karnataka Govt. to open
goshalas in temples
BELAGAVI

The Karnataka Government
will open goshalas in around
250 endowment temples.
Speaking to journalists after
performing 'go pooja' in
Kapileshwar temple in
Belagavi on Friday, Muzrai
Minister Shashikala Jolle said
the Government will set up
and run the centres and the
temples will bear the cost of
the cow care centres.

The Kerala-registered private bus was hired by migrant workers to travel to Assam

B. PRADEEP
JOHN L. PAUL
NALGONDA/KOCHI

Sixty-four passengers, all of
them migrant workers from
Assam bound for their
homes, were literally taken
for aride after the driver of a
private bus on which they
were travelling decamped
during a lunch halt, on Na-
tional Highway 65 (Hydera-
bad-Vijayawada) in the Nar-
ketpally police station limits
here on Friday.

The Narketpally police,
along with several other
teams along the highway
stretch, could not trace the
bus till Saturday evening.

According to the police,
the white-coloured bus, with
registration number KL-38-
D-709 and with the sticker
‘Gang Boss Travel Hub’ on
the wind shield, originated
in Kerala and was on its way
towards Assam. The bus was

A

Novel theft: Migrant workers from Assam bound for t

driver and a cleaner. =NAGARA GOPAL

overloaded with 64 workers,
including four women and
two children, from Bihar,
West Bengal and Assam.
Aggrieved  passengers,
who have been sheltered at a
private hall since Friday
evening, said the bus driver

Solution in sight for

A P-Odisha water dispute

Jagan to meet Patnaik on November 9

K. SRINIVASA RAO
SRIKAKULAM

Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Red-
dy’s scheduled meeting
with his Odisha counterpart
Naveen Patnaik on Novem-
ber 9 raises hopes of finding
a permanent solution to two
vexed issues bothering the
neighbouring States - Vam-
sadhara Phase-II project in
Srikakulam district and the
dispute over the jurisdiction
of Kotia villages in Vizianag-
aram district.

Though the Vamsadhara
Water Disputes Tribunal has
passed orders in favour of
Andhra Pradesh, acquisi-
tion of land within the juris-
diction of Odisha for the
construction of Neradi bar-

rage is yet to be made.
About 106 acres of land
has to be acquired for the
construction of the barrage,
the foundation stone for
which had been laid in 1962.
With no solution in sight,
the then Y.S. Rajasekhara
Reddy Government had
constructed a side weir to
help store around 8 tmcft
water out of 70 tmcft going
waste every year during
floods. Construction of the
Neradi barrage under
Phase-1I is crucial to provide
irrigation water to nearly 2.5
lakh acres additionally.
“Apart from Srikakulam,
the project will also help Od-
isha farmers,” Vamsadhara
Project Superintending En-
gineer D. Tirumala Rao said.

and cleaner had hinted
about undertaking repairs.
While the travellers were
having lunch, the two fled
the place. As the bus did not
return, the passengers ap-
proached the Narketpally
police.

Yy

heir homes were duped by a private bus

“CCTV footage at Pantangi
toll plaza showed the bus ex-
ited Choutuppal around
12.20 p.m., not long after the
passengers got off for lunch
at a dhaba. However, the bus
didn’t cross any toll plaza on
the Outer Ring Road,” an offi-

cial at the station told The
Hindu. It is suspected that
the driver might have taken
the service road after the
Choutuppal plaza to avoid
highway surveillance.
Except for 324,000 in
cash of one passenger and
clothes and bedding, no oth-
er passenger reported loss of
valuables, the official added.
Meanwhile, the Ernaku-
lam police have received a
complaint from a travel
agent based in Perumbavoor.
The complaint says the bus
left Perumbavoor with 45
passengers, after which the
bus crew reportedly took 15
more passengers from Coim-
batore and made them sit on
the floor. This led to an argu-
ment between the crew and
the passengers. Fearing re-
percussions when the bus
reached their home town in
Assam, the crew deboarded
them and gave them the slip.

CPI(M) publicly censures
veteran leader Sudhakaran

Party terms the
reprimand as a
corrective action

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
The CPI(M) State committee
has publicly censured form-
er Public Works Minister and
party veteran G. Sudhaka-
ran. In a press release here
on Saturday, the CPI(M)
faulted Mr. Sudhakaran for
not behaving as expected of
a party State committee
member during candidate
selection and campaign for
the 2021 Assembly election.
It termed the reprimand a
corrective action.

Mr. Sudhakaran evaded
the media as he stepped out
of AKG Centre here. He then

G. Sudhakaran

went to Cliff House, where
he spent an hour with Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan. The CPI(M)’s decision
to form a panel to probe the
purported flaws in electio-
neering in Alappuzha dis-
trict had stoked speculation
that Mr. Sudhakaran was the
likely target of a hostile par-
ty inquiry. The panel com-
prised CPI(M) Central com-
mittee member Elamaram

Kareem and CPI(M) State se-
cretariat member K.J. Tho-
mas, both senior to Mr. Sud-
hakaran in the party
hierarchy. The panel fo-
cused on electioneering in
the Ambalappuzha consti-
tuency. Rumours were rife
that Mr. Sudhakaran had
stayed off the campaign trail
after the CPI(M) nominated
A.H. Salam for the seat.

Some party members
faulted the CPI(M) district
leadership for keeping Mr.
Sudhakaran out of the loop
during campaigning.

The probe had raised eye-
brows because the CPI(M)
had not conducted similar
inquiries in Kundara and
Thripunithara, where party
candidates had lost at the
hustings.

Judicial commission
submits report on
Jheeram Ghati massacre

Chhattisgarh CM
has alleged the
killings were a
political
conspiracy

ANUP DUTTA
BHOPAL

Eight years after the 2013
Jheeram Ghati Naxal attack
in which 29 people, includ-
ing senior leaders of the
State unit Congress, were
killed, the judicial commis-
sion set up to probe the
massacre submitted its re-
port to Chhattisgarh Gover-
nor Anusuyia Uikey on
Saturday.

The 10-volume 4,184-pag-
es report was submitted by
Santosh Kumar Tiwari, se-
cretary of the commission
and registrar of the Chhat-
tisgarh High Court to the
Governor at the Raj Bhavan,
an official said.

The Commission was
constituted three days after
the incident on May 28,
2013. It was headed by
Prashant Kumar Mishra,
former Chief Justice of
Chhattisgarh High Court.
Mr. Mishra is currently Chief
Justice of Andhra Pradesh
High Court.

The Naxals had attacked
a convoy of Congress lead-
ers in Jheeram valley in
Darbha area of Bastar dis-
trict, killing 29 people, in-
cluding then State Congress
chief Nand Kumar Patel, his
son Dinesh Patel, former
leader of Opposition Ma-
hendra Karma. Former Un-
ion minister Vidyacharan
Shukla was seriously injured
in this attack and later died
during treatment.

On September 29, 2020,
the Supreme Court dismis-
sed a plea of the Chhattis-
garh Government against
the refusal to examine addi-
tional witnesses by the judi-
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6) Due to pressure by

the current Central
Govt., neither the
NIA nor the State
Government was
allowed to
investigate the
convoy attack case

BHUPESH BAGHEL
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister

cial commission set up to
probe the 2013 Jheeram
Ghati Naxal attack. On occa-
sions, Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has alleged that the mas-
sacre was a political conspi-
racy but the BJP govern-
ment did not investigate
properly.

“Eight years ago, on May
25, several Congress leaders
lost their lives after their
convoy was attacked by Nax-
als. It was our Congress go-
vernment at the Centre in
2013 that had handed over
the probe to the National In-
vestigation Agency at that
time. However, due to pres-
sure by the current Central
Government, neither the
NIA nor the State Govern-
ment was allowed to investi-
gate upon the matter,” Mr.
Baghel had told reporters in
Raipur on May 25 this year.

Former Chhattisgarh Go-
vernment headed by Dr. Ra-
man Singh had approached
for a CBI inquiry into the in-
cident on March 29, 2016,
which was declined by the
Union Government in De-
cember 2016, an official
said.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Azad @ Mamu, S/o Amarnath, R/o D-346, Peeragarhi,
Relief Camp, Paschim Vihar East, Delhi has committed (or
is suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No.
541/20 U/s 308/392/324/506 IPC, P.S. Paschim Vihar East,
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said Azad @ Mamu cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
Azad @ Mamu has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Azad @ Mamu
accused of FIR No. 541/20 U/s 308/392/324/506 IPC, P.S.
Paschim Vihar East, Delhi required to appear before this
courtto answer the said complaint on or before 18.12.2021.

By Order

Sh. Puneet Nagpal
M.M-07

Room No. 289, 2™ Floor

Vibhag.

limit:-six months.
1. KEY DATES:-

I. Date of online publication.

Ill. Last date of submission of e-tender

website www.hptenders.gov.in

HIMACHAL PRADESH
JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

On line bid on item rate basis are invited by the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti
Vibhag Division Dharampur Bharari on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh.
In electronic tendering system in two covers for the under mentioned works from the
contractors/ firms of appropriate class enlisted with Himachal Pradesh Jal Shakti

Sr.No.1. Name of Work:- Source strengthening of JJM Schemes in JS Sub
Division Dharampur n Tehsil Dharampur District Mandi (HP) (SH:- Providing
wire crates and RCC open channel to protect the rising main of various dia
crossing along the left bank and right bank of Soan Khad) Estimated Cost:-
1,40,25,853/- Earnest Money:-172759/- Cost of Tender Form :-Rs.1500/- Time

Il. Downloading of e-tender documents.

IV. Last date for Physical submission of Earnest Money and cost of tender
documents etc. 23.11.2021 upto 11:00 A.M.

V. Date of opening online bids 23.11.2021 at 11:30 A.M.
The tender forms and other detailed conditions can be obtained from the

06.11.2021 at 5.00 P.M.
06.11.2021 at 5.00 P.M.
22.11.2021 upto 5.00 P.M.

Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti Division Dharampur

EVERY FAMILY WILL FIGHT
THE BATTLE AGAINST DENGUE

DP/1279/0D/2021 Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi HP / 4615/21-22 Bharari
HIMACHAL PRADESH
Jal Shakti Vibhag
" p— Notice Inviting Tender
[B]NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY A A =
OPEN E-TENDER The Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti Division, Nagrota Bagwan invites offline tenders on behalf of
Open E mZN [Elect/ Governor of Himachal Pradesh from approved eligible contractors for the following work through off line
0T1/12/2021 Dt.05.11.2021 tendering process:-
giTendefl 'ETE l"Vﬂeth?’ SF: D1V11510"ﬂ} Sr. [Name of Work Estimated |Eamest Time Cost of
ectrical Engineer (G)/N.E. Railway No. Cost Money limit Tender
Izatnagar For & on behalf of the President (inRs.) (inRs.) form(in Rs.)
of India for the following work :- ) 1 |CAD Work to Flow Irrigation Scheme Kandul Kuhl|215016/-  [4310/- 3 Months  |250/-
S.No. 1, Description of work : Strengthening in Tehsil Nagrota Bagwan and Distt. Kangra. (SH:-
of power supply arrangement including Construction of RCC Lining in Branch Kuhl from RD
replacement .of existiqg damage u}lder - 8450/530/0/160 to 280 = 120 Rmt.)
ground cabling at different station of 2 |Construction of Pound in Gram Panchayat Rajiana[221010/-  |4425/- 3 Months | 250/-
IZZ_alPagafldD:g\ilséon and Ije"lglacc)emenl: 0; under “Catch the Rain” Compaign in Tehsil Nagrota
existing o amage L.1. Over head Bagwan and Distt. Kangra. (H.P.)
gn?]s by ugdelrgroun(i cabhl}g atteK:l:g;.nj 3 |Construction of Pound in Gram Panchayat Patialkar | 169749/- 3395/- 3 Months  |250/-
v:]:JsliiyRs -05;)?(,)“383 ggrl%’:;‘;zst m:nee; under “Catch the Rain” Compaign in Tehsil Nagrota
. A " Bagwan and Distt. Kangra. (H.P.)
‘“NI.{IS'I‘) I\i‘lfgst "f:e'l‘d‘fr pil‘?jpeTr ":]st 4. |[AIR & M/O Sewerage Scheme Nagrota Town in|495000/-  |9900/- 3 Months | 250/-
;50 ;1’ 2(‘)’2? 1;"682 ct(b:smg l-t'ent'er - Tehsil Nagrota Bagwan and Distt. Kangra. (H.P.)
L1 at15.00hrs., Completion time (SH:- Providing and Fixing of Auto Mains Failure
from the date of issue of letter of Panel for automatic change over of electricity.)
Acceptance : Four months. 5 [Providing Functional House Hold Tap Connection|164717/- 3295/~ 3 Months {250/~
S-NO- 2, !)escnpuono'fworllemprqument for Multi Villages Groups of Changer Area in
in electrical system {"C]Ud'"g. rewirng of various Gram Panchayats in Tehsil Baroh, Distt.
platform shelter, stations/service building, Kangra. (H.P.) (SH:- Providing 56 Nos. House
LED glow sign board and replacement of Hold Connection at villages Sarotri, Chhughera,
damage underground cables at different Palahchaklu, Sunhi, Chandrot etc. for LWSS
stations of 1 Division. Appr Sarotri.) (Under JJM Ph-Ist.)
tender valuein Rs. : 27,24,458.75, Earnest 6 |Jandrah and Multi village group piped Water Supply | 196317/- 3930/- 3 Months 250/~
money in Rs. : Nil, Cost of tender paper Scheme for Changer Area under Nagrota Bagwan
in Rs. - Nil, Date & time of closing E- Constituency in Tehsil Baroh, Distt. Kangra. (H.P.)
Tender : 30.11.2021 at 15.00 hrs., ( SH:-‘ Laying, Jointiqg and Testing of G:I. Pipe 15
Completion time from the date of issue "_‘lrI" d'as“)”“r? Tm ddlahar;(dh Othf' "Latg”al_sd,e'c* fst
of letter of Acceptance : Four months. village Sallah, Jandrah, Kharat and Froviding a 0
P Nos. House Hold Connection .)
.No.3,D tion of work: Repla t
gf (e)xistinegsc::/li)rizg oi:Vl;léWiC:p Eﬁfﬁlﬁ:lg 7 [CAD Work to Flow Irrigation Scheme Kandul Kuhl (260473 5210/- 3 Months | 250/- TO be Safe from Deng ue’ We along Wlth OU r fa mi Iy need to Che(:k
. . . in Tehsil Nagrota Bagwan and Distt. Kangra. (SH:- . .
g e oer, fead, tine Constructon of RCC Lining in Branch Kui from our home and surrounding areas for any sign of stagnant water.
lighing amanganen in service buiding e If we do find water, let’s drain it, replace it regularly or cover it
including earthing arrangement etc. at — Wi w 7 ini / p 1 g u y V |
different station of lzzatnagar Division. 8 QAD WOrk to Flow Irrigation Scheme Kandul Kuhl|243421/- 4870/- 3 Months {250/~ . .
Approximate tender value in Rs. : in Tehsil Nagrota Bagwan and Distt. Kangra. (SH:- Wlth a Sma” Iayer Of0| I.
29,84,233.20, Earnest money in Rs. : Nil Construction of RCC Head weir at RD 8880)
Cost of tender paper in Rs. - Nil, Date & 9 [Providing FHTC by Retrofitting to Multi Village[200275/- |4010/- 3Months | 250/ Come, let us make Delhi Dengue_free
time of closing E-Tender : 30.11.2021 at Group of Water Supply Scheme Serathana ! :
15.00 hrs., Completion time from the Rounkhar Jassour, Sunehar, Mundla,Rajiana
da-te of i‘s‘éue of letter of Acceptance : Sadarpur,Thanpuri including Imp of 4 Nos WSS
F h P ° in Block Nagrota Bagwan,Distt.Kangra HP (Under
."1:‘4’ m"“l‘ sff ¢ allowed against JIM Ph-3)(Sub-Head:-Providing and installation
hi anLclla o ders ali‘e 10 al Of\ze aga_msd of functional house hold tap connection including o
[hlsuteg er an S:;C .m%;uato der recelvle; G.|.Fitting material at Panchyat Rajiana) “:
f,i:W ed Zt ;%e‘;)"srﬁe‘hnp_ y /W%WS?RE;SCZ?W i: 10 |Providing Water Supply Scheme to to HRTC|485010/- |9705/- 3 Months | 250/ 8
) - SV Worksh 61 Mil in Tehsil N ta B . =
o The tenderer/bidders must have Class-II1 (S(I)-Ir:-sDcr)iﬁin(g LovL:ng;nang I;laveli%:?]:nt ;g.l\qjabne 13
Digital signature certificate & must have Well 110 Mtr.‘Deep.) %
registered on IREPS portal. e Only = : AlAA f
registered tenderer/bidders can participate Last date of submission of tender 12.11.2021 up to 11:00 A.M and opened on same day at 11:30 A.M % Testi nga nd treatment facilities are available
in e—“;-"dgfg'gi t'hAl',l fe'e‘;a"t papers must Last date of sale of tender from Divisional office 11.11.2021 upto 3.30 P.M. & free of costin Delhi Government Hospitals
e uploaded at the time of participating in
e—tel?dering. P pating The Application for the same may be submitted to this office on or 11.11.2021 at 10:30 A.M. % \
Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer (G)/Izatnagar The tender forms and other details conditions can be d ded from the website www.hpiph.org
C,l:l:g,/tE;.yz T or from office of the Executive Engineer JSV Division Nagrota Bagwan up to date specified above. Department of Health & Family Welfare, Arvind Kej riwal
SMS on Mobile No. 09794845955 Executive Engineer, Government of NCT of Delhi Chief Minister, Delhi
""Never travel on roof and foot boards" HP / 4619/21-22 Jal Shakti Division Nagrota Bagwan " i
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Hospital inferno leaves

11 COVID patients dead

Injured patients being taken for treatment after a fire broke
out at the ICU of Civil Hospital in Ahmednagar. =pmi

Maharashtra Governor Bha-
gat Singh Koshyari, in a mes-
sage sent from Uttarakhand-
said, “I am deeply
anguished by the unfortu-
nate incident. I offer my
prayers for the departed
souls and convey my condo-
lences to the next of the de-
ceased. Also wishing speedy
recovery to the injured.”

Mr. Thackeray spoke to
the District Guardian Minis-
ter Hassan Mushrif and
Chief Secretary Sitaram
Kunte and asked them to en-
sure that other patients ad-
mitted at the hospital get
proper treatment without
any disturbance, a state-
ment from the Chief Minis-
ter’s Office said.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi said, “My condo-
lences to the kin of those
who lost their lives. I appeal
to Congress workers to as-
sist in the relief work.”

BJP leader and former

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis de-
scribed the incident as “ve-
ry shocking and disturb-
ing”. Condoling the deaths,
he sought strict action
against those responsible.

Maharashtra Energy Mi-
nister Nitin Raut ordered a
detailed inquiry into the
fire. “The Electricity De-
partment’s inspection team
has reached the hospital
and it will start its probe af-
ter the police panchnama
(inspection)”, he said.

In April this year, 15 CO-
VID-19 patients had died in a
blaze at the ICU of a private
hospital in Palghar district
of Maharashtra.

Another fire in March at
Dreams Mall in Mumbai’s
Bhandup, which housed a
COVID-designated hospital,
had claimed the lives of nine
such patients.

(Inputs from Alok Desh-
pande in Mumbai)

Daily COVID-19 cases
dip to nine-month low

The second wave saw daily
cases climb to as many as
4,00,000 a day and excess
deaths in several States, ma-
ny multiples of what was be-
ing reported by the Govern-
ment.

However, a difference
between February and No-
vember is vaccination. As of

Saturday, 74 crore first doses
have been administered,
which translates to 56% of
the population. Close to 34
crore second doses have
been administered, which
works out to a quarter of the
population being fully inoc-
ulated. So far, 108 crore dos-
es have been administered.

Oct. saw highest power
shortage in over 5 years

The average stock position
had marginally become bet-
ter from the levels seen in
mid-October when less than
four days of supply was
available. In comparison,
the normative stock re-
quired on an average is over
21 days. The last time the av-
erage stock was near the re-
quirement level was in mid-
June, and since then, it has
declined rapidly.

As on November 5, about
32 plants have less than four
days of coal stock. Sixty-five
plants have between four
and nine days of stock.
About 35 plants have bet-
ween 10 and 19 days of
stock.

As on November 5, in the
inventories of all the 135
plants, only 1.45 lakh tonnes
of actual stock of coal is im-
ported. This is a far cry from
the 15.43 lakh tonnes of im-
ported coal available in the
stock in February 2020. A
sharp increase in the inter-
national coal price led to a
decrease in imports.

On Monday, while ad-

dressing the 47th founda-
tion day of Coal India Ltd,
Union Minister for Coal Pral-
had Joshi pointed out that
international coal price had
increased more than three
times recently, which result-
ed in a 38% decrease in im-
ports.

At the same time, elec-
tricity demand had gone up
by more than 24%, the Mi-
nister added.

Mr. Joshi urged Coal India
Ltd and its subsidiaries to
“make all-out efforts to en-
sure at least 18 days of coal
stock with thermal plants by
November end this year.”

Historical data were com-
piled from the Central Elec-
tricity Authority, and Octob-
er 2021 data were compiled
from day-wise reports avail-
able with the National Load
Despatch Centre (NLDC) un-
der the Ministry of Power.

(With inputs from Jasmin
Nihalani and Sumant Sen.
Data compiled by Pratap
Vardhan, Stats of India and
Karthik Dhandapani, IIM
Trichy)

Tripura Chief Minister
receives victory flame

It symbolises India’s victory in 1971 war

A CORRESPONDENT
AGARTALA

Tripura Chief Minister Bi-
plab Kumar Deb received
the Swarnim Vijay Varsh
Flame at a ceremonial func-
tion organised by the Red
Shield Artillery Brigade here
on Saturday.

‘Swarnim Vijay Mashaal’
that symbolises India’s vic-
tory over Pakistan in 1971
war of liberation of Bangla-
desh reached Tripura on
Friday.

Olympian Dipa Karma-
kar, a host of dignitaries and
military officials attended

CcM
K

commemorative pro-
grammes held in the vicinity
of the Agartala Military
Station.

The ceremonial function
held at an auditorium com-
menced with handing over

the victory flame to Chief

Minister Deb. Major General
Navin Sachdeva, General Of-
ficer Commanding of 57
Mountain Division, and Bri-
gadier Nilesh Chowdhary,
Commander of 57 mountain
artillery brigade, were pre-
sent. The Chief Minister fel-
icitated Army veterans at
the function.
»

says prohibition failed in Bihar

Nitish asks officials to monitor implementation of prohibition every alternate day

AMARNATH TEWARY
PATNA

After hooch claimed 39 lives
in Gopalganj and West
Champaran districts in Bi-
har, four died of consump-
tion of suspected spurious li-
quor in Samastipur in the
State late on Friday. Five
have been admitted in se-
rious condition to different
hospitals in the district.

Officials said the deaths
were reported in the Rupauli
panchayat limits in Patori
block, and the cause could
be known only after the
post-mortem reports came
out.

Villagers said the victims
consumed spurious liquor a
day after Deepavali and their
condition deteriorated on
Friday evening.

The dead are Shyam Nan-
dan Chaudhury, Birendra
Rai, Mohan Kumar and Vi-
nay Singh. Mohan, 27, was in
the armed forces. Vinay, 54,
was said to be working in the
Border Security Force.

Those admitted to hospi-
tal are Abhilakh Rai, Benga
Rai, Suman Kumar, Deepak
Kumar and Kundan Kumar.

“They are also said to
have attended a function in
the village, after which they
fell ill,” a villager said.

Senior police officer Om
Prakash Arun told pressper-
sons, “The cause of their

s

Bereaved kin: Family members and relatives of the victims of the hooch tragedy in Gopalganj

district of Bihar. =p7i

deaths can be ascertained
only after seeing the post-
mortem reports.”

The local administration
has arrested a few in Gopal-
ganj district.

Janata Dal(U) president
Rajeev Ranjan Singh, aka La-
lan Singh, on Saturday told
presspersons, “...those who
will violate prohibition rules
will be punished, but prohi-
bition will continue in the
State.”

CM’s directive
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
on Friday said he would re-

NCB special team takes
over cruise drugs case

All documents handed over to SIT

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A special investigation team
(SIT) of the Narcotics Con-
trol Bureau (NCB) has taken
over the investigation into
the case of seizure of drugs
from a few passengers on a
cruise ship in Mumbai.
Aryan Khan, son of Bolly-
wood actor Shah Rukh
Khan, is an accused in the
case, along with Arbaaz
Merchant and Munmun
Dhamecha.

All the documents related
to the case have been hand-
ed over to the SIT, which is
supervised by Sanjay Kumar
Singh, Deputy Director-Gen-
eral of the NCB headquar-
ters in Delhi.

“A SIT comprising offic-
ers from the Operations
Branch of the NCB head-
quarters has been constitut-
ed by the NCB Director-Gen-

SP chief seeks
to defend his
Jinnah remark

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LUCKNOW/BALLIA

Samajwadi Party chief Ak-
hilesh Yadav on Saturday
sought to defend his widely
criticised statement equat-
ing Muhammad Ali Jinnah
with Mahatma Gandhi, Sar-
dar Vallabhbhai Patel and
Jawaharlal Nehru, saying
they helped India get free-
dom. Uttar Pradesh Minis-
ter Anand Swaroop Shukla
said Jinnah was responsi-
ble for the division of the
country and suggested a
narco test for Mr. Yadav for
“glorifying” the Pakistani
leader.

As the row over the SP
leader’s comments raged,
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath, with-
out naming Mr. Yadav, de-
scribed the remarks as
“shameful and condemna-
ble” and warned people
about political parties
which equate Sardar Patel
with Jinnah. Mr. Shukla al-
so said those heaping
praises on Jinnah should go
to Pakistan.

The SP demanded the
sacking of Mr. Shukla for
accusing Mr. Yadav of get-
ting economic support
from Pakistan’s spy agency
ISI.

Mr. Yadav hit out at his
detractors, asking them to
read history books again.

eral to take over six cases
from the NCB Mumbai zonal
unit, which have national
and international ramifica-
tions...,” Mr. Singh said on
Friday.

He had said the decision
was taken to conduct a
deeper investigation to find
out the forward and back-
ward linkages in these
cases.

The move came amid va-
rious charges levelled
against NCB Mumbai Zonal
Director Sameer Wankhede,
who was earlier supervising
the investigation, by Maha-
rashtra Minister and Nation-
alist Congress Party (NCP)
leader Nawab Malik and
others.

Mr. Wankhede, who con-
tinues to be the NCB’s Mum-
bai Zonal Director, has dis-
missed the allegations
against him as “baseless”.

view the deaths on Novem-
ber 16, after the four-day
Chhath (sun god) festival. He
asked officials to monitor im-
plementation of prohibition
every alternate day.

BJP State president Sanjay
Jaiswal on Saturday cor-
nered the Government, and
said that “prohibition in the
State has failed and there is
need to review prohibition
with all its success and fai-
lure after over the five
years.” He told presspersons
in Patna that “police at local
level have nexus with liquor
mafia and people are getting

liquor easily”.

“During festivals like Holi,
Deepavali and Chhath, mi-
grant labourers come to
their native places in Bihar in
large numbers. They might
be drinking with their saved
money and becoming vic-
tims of spurious liquor,” so-
cial activist Mahendra Yadav
said.

“The social profile of
those who died must be
brought out by some organi-
sations to wake up the Nitish
Kumar Government,” senior
RJD leader Shivanand Tiwari
told The Hindu.

Judicial custody
for Anil Deshmukh

ED had sought 9 more days of custody

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Maharashtra’s former Home
Minister Anil Deshmukh
was sent to judicial custody
by a holiday Court on Satur-
day in a case of money laun-
dering and corruption.

Additional Solicitor-Gen-
eral Anil Singh, represent-
ing the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED), appeared
before Special Judge P.R.
Sitre and sought further cus-
tody of nine days. However,
the court rejected this and
Mr. Deshmukh was remand-
ed in judicial custody.

He was arrested by the
Central agency on Novem-
ber 1 after being questioned
for 12 hours. He was sent to
the ED’s custody till Novem-
ber 6.

Mr. Deshmukh’s counsel
on Saturday also filed for an
anticipatory bail application
on behalf of Hrishikesh
Deshmukh, son of Mr. Desh-
mukh, which will be heard
on November 12.

On October 29, the Bom-
bay High Court rejected Mr.
Deshmukh’s plea, seeking to
quash five summons issued
by the ED.

Abuse of position

The case dates back to
March 20, 2021 when form-
er Mumbai Police Commis-
sioner Param Bir Singh
wrote to Chief Minister Udd-
hav Thackeray alleging that

BJP leader links NCP man to

conspiracy behind drug bust

Nawab Malik alleges attempt to divert attention

STAFF REPORTER
MUMBAI

As Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader Mohit Kamboj
on Saturday alleged that a
worker of the Nationalist
Congress Party  (NCP),
known as Sunil Patil, was
part of the conspiracy in the
Aryan Khan drug case, pho-
tos of Mr. Patil, along with
arrested independent wit-
ness in the case, K.P. Gosavi,
and BJP leader Manish Bha-
nushali, taking Dblessings
from Union Home Minister
Amit Shah surfaced.

At a press conference, Mr.
Kamboj said that Mr. Patil
coordinated the whole epi-
sode with Sam D’Souza. “He
(Patil) sent a WhatsApp mes-
sage to Sam D’Souza on Oc-
tober 1 and told him that he

Nawab Malik

had leads on 27 people who
were going to consume ille-
gal drugs at a cruise party,”
Mr. Kamboj said, adding that
he asked D’Souza to get a
person named Kiran Gosavi
to coordinate with the NCB
for action in the case. He
said Mr. Patil was close to
Hrishikesh, former Home

Fresh combing operation
in Rajouri after tip-oft

Villagers said they had spotted heavily armed militants

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

A tip-off about the presence
of a group of militants in a
forest area in Rajouri on Sa-
turday led to a fresh comb-
ing operation by the Army in
the Pir Panjal valley, where
nine soldiers lost their lives
to twin firefights with mili-
tants in October.

Official sources said the
Army personnel fanned out
in a vast area of the Khablan
forests “immediately after
local villagers tipped them
off about the presence of
heavily armed militants”.

“No contact is established
yet. However, the combing
operation was carried out
during the day,” the officials
said.

The fresh operation re-
sulted in the closing down of
the Thanmandi-Rajouri road
for traffic “as a precaution-
ary measure”.

Enhanced militancy
The twin districts of Rajouri
and Poonch in the Pir Panjal
valley saw heightened mili-
tancy this year.

Top Army officials in the
past 27 days visited the area
to augment the anti-terror

grid.

Tension bubbles: Security forces standing guard after closing
vehicular trafficin view of an ongoing cordon and search
operation in nearby villages in Rajouri district. =pTi

Multiple groups of mili-
tants engaged the Army in
twin firefights on October 11
and 14 in the valley, which
resulted in the death of nine
soldiers, including two offic-
ers.

These militant groups
were spotted in the Suran-
kote and Mendhar forests.

The longest search opera-
tion was launched in the
Bhatti Durrian in the Pir

Panjal valley in the last week
of October.

One militant was killed in
the area when he was taken
to the forest “to identify the
infiltration routes” from a
Jammu jail.

Tough terrain has proven
advantageous to the infiltra-
tors, who hide in some natu-
ral caves and also take shel-
ter in the forest, officials
said.

Minister of Maharashtra Anil
Deshmukh. Mr. Kamboj also
claimed that a drug peddler
named Chinkoo Pathan had
come to the Sahyadri guest
house to meet Mr.
Deshmukh.

Asked about the claims,
NCP leader and State Minis-
ter Nawab Malik rubbished
them. “A member of Sameer
Dawood Wankhede’s private
army just held a press confe-
rence to misguide and divert
attention from the truth al-
beit unsuccessfully. I will re-
veal the truth tomorrow,” he
wrote on Twitter.

Maharashtra  Congress
general secretary Sachin Sa-
want tweeted a photo of Mr.
Patil and Mr. Bhanushali
touching the feet of Mr.
Shah.

Anil Deshmukh

Mr. Deshmukh had abused
his position and powers to
seek illegal monetary bene-
fits. The letter alleged in-
stances of Mr. Deshmukh di-
recting suspended police
officer Sachin Vaze and oth-
ers to collect T100 crore
from bars and restaurants
over a month.

Soon thereafter, the High
Court directed a prelimin-
ary inquiry to be held
against Mr. Deshmukh by
the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation. The ED then
stepped in and started a
probe into allegations of
money laundering against
Mr. Deshmukh.

On April 21, an FIR was
registered against Mr. Desh-
mukh under Section 120B
(criminal conspiracy) of the
Indian Penal Code and Sec-
tion 7 (public servant taking
gratification other than legal
remuneration in respect of
an official act) of the Preven-
tion of Corruption Act.

Five die while
cleaning
effluent tank

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
AHMEDABAD

Five workers died after in-
haling toxic gas while
cleaning an underground
tank at a pharmaceutical
unit in Gujarat’s Gandhina-
gar district on Saturday.

“The management had
decided to clean the tank,
which stores the factory’s
liquid waste before it is
sent for treatment. The
workers were unaware
about the presence of toxic
gas inside it,” chief fire of-
ficer Mahesh Mod said.

One of the workers faint-
ed inside the tank, follow-
ing which four others en-
tered one after another to
rescue him and eventually
died because of the toxic
fumes, he said.

The factory owners had
not provided any safety
equipment or masks to the
workers, the official said.

Patchy Internet irks
netizens in Srinagar

It is impacting students: Tarigami

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

Patchy Internet service has
irked the local people in Sri-
nagar, with many describing
it as “an undeclared Inter-
net curfew”. The CPI(M)
termed the current Internet
situation “a return of pain-
ful memories of communi-
cation blockade imposed in
Kashmir on August 5, 2019”.
Students and business-
men living in several pock-
ets of Srinagar are com-
plaining of prolonged
Internet shutdowns, espe-
cially late in the afternoon
and in the evening hours.
Netizens living in Srina-
gar’s Nowhatta, Safakadal
and Qamarwari also com-
plained of irregular Internet
services. The complaints
started pouring in after the
recent spike in militant at-
tacks in the city in October,
which left seven civilians
dead in targeted attacks.
Police sources said the se-
curity agencies were regu-
lating the Internet speed
and keeping an eye on mul-
tiple towers after “height-
ened activity by suspected
Internet users”. The mea-
sure has been taken as a
counter to contain growing
militant attacks after sun-
down in the capital.
CPI(M) leader Moham-

»

mad Yousuf Tarigami ac-
cused the Jammu and Kash-
mir  administration  of
“shutting down Internet
sporadically in several parts
of Srinagar and other areas
of the Valley”.

“It has once again
brought back painful me-
mories of communication
blockade imposed in Kash-
mir on August 5, 2019,
which was fully lifted after a
year and a half. Reportedly
Internet access is shut for
most of the day in these
areas and services resume
mostly after 10 p.m. when
they are least required. This
has hugely impacted stu-
dents, who are not able to
attend their online classes
as the Internet remains shut
down during day hours,”
Mr. Tarigami said.

“The 2019 communica-
tion blockade led to huge
economic losses and unem-
ployment and cost the Kash-
miri economy thousands of
crores while thousands of
people lost their livelihood.
The latest curbs on the In-
ternet are bound to aggra-
vate the situation,” he
added.

The police, so far, have
neither rejected the allega-
tions nor issued any state-
ment over the blockade is-
sue.
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BJP national
executive to
meet today

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The BJP national executive
will meet on Sunday, the
first time since 2019, to dis-
cuss plans for the upcom-
ing Assembly elections and
pass a political resolution,
BJP national general secre-
tary Arun Singh said on Sa-
turday.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the party head-
quarters, Mr. Singh said
the party’s top decision-
making body would meet
in Delhi and 124 of the
members would attend.
The others, including Chief
Ministers, would gather at
their respective State offic-
es to attend virtually due to
the COVID-19 restrictions.
BJP national president J.P.
Nadda would chair the
meeting and Prime Minis-
ter Narendra  Modi’s
speech would conclude the
day-long programme.

Among the issues on the
agenda, Mr. Singh said,
were the upcoming elec-
tions in Uttar Pradesh, Ut-
tarakhand, Goa, Manipur
and Punjab in 2022. Only
one resolution, a political
one, would be passed.

justice in sacrilege case, says A-G

A.PS. Deol says Punjab Cong. chief spreading falsehood to gain political mileage

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Escalating the political crisis
in the State, Punjab’s Advo-
cate-General (A-G) A.P.S. De-
ol on Saturday broke his si-
lence to launch a scathing
attack on Punjab Pradesh
Congress Committee (PCC)
president Navjot Singh Sid-
hu, who, in turn, visited the
gurdwara in Faridkot from
where a copy of the Guru
Granth Sahib was stolen in
2015.

Mr. Sidhu has been ques-
tioning the Charanjit Singh
Channi-led Congress Go-
vernment on the steps taken
for the delivery of justice in
sacrilege cases, and also
asked the Government to
make public the Special Task
Force’s report in drug cases
in the past 50 days.

In a statement released on
Saturday, Mr. Deol said Mr.
Sidhu’s repeated utterances
sought to derail the earnest
efforts of the State Govern-
ment to ensure justice in the
“drugs matter” and the “sa-
crilege cases”.

Uneasy ties: Punjab PCC president Navjot Singh Sidhu with
Chief Minister Charanjit Singh Channi. =pti

“Mr. Sidhu is spreading
misinformation to gain polit-
ical advantage over his polit-
ical colleagues. There is a
concerted attempt by vested
interests to malign the func-
tioning of the Congress party
in view of the coming elec-
tions in Punjab for selfish
political gain by politicising
the constitutional office of
the A-G of Punjab,” Mr. Deol
stated.

Mr. Deol’s remarks came a
day after Mr. Sidhu withdrew
his resignation as Punjab
Congress chief, but declared
that he would not resume

charge till Mr. Deol was re-
moved as A-G and a panel set
up for the appointment of a
new Director-General of Pol-
ice (DGP), replacing Preet
Singh Sahota. Mr. Sidhu re-
signed from the PCC presi-
dent’s post on September
28, after the Punjab Chief Mi-
nister, Mr. Channi, picked
Mr. Deol and Mr. Sahota as
A-G and DGP respectively.
Mr. Deol had represented
former Punjab DGP Sumedh
Singh Saini in cases related
to the 2015 sacrilege inci-
dents and police firing on
protesters, while Mr. Sahota

was the head of the Special
Investigation Team formed
by the previous Shiromani
Akali Dal-BJP Government to
probe the sacrilege inci-
dents.

Clear indication

The A-G’s statement is a clear
indication that Mr. Channi is
digging in his heels and does
not want to concede any
more ground to Mr. Sidhu.
Mr. Deol’s removal will ren-
der Mr. Channi’s leadership
ineffective, especially so
close to the Assembly elec-
tion.

Equally, Mr. Sidhu’s visit
to the Faridkot gurudwara
indicates that he is in no
mood to back down.

Uploading long videos
and several pictures from his
visit, Mr. Sidhu tweeted, “Ar-
das at Gurudwaara saheb
Burj Jawahar Singh wala,
Bargari .... Praying for exem-
plary punishment for those
involved in the sacrilege of
Guru Granth saheb ji
should be a deterrent for
generations to come!”

‘Sidhu derailing steps to ensure ~ Huzurabad proved BJP s the

only alternative to TRS

Victor Eatala Rajender given a rousing welcome

STAFF REPORTER
HYDERABAD

The Huzurabad bypoll
proved that the only alterna-
tive to the ruling Telangana
Rashtra Samithi is Bharatiya
Janata Party, its charged
leaders from the Centre and
the State asserted, at the vic-
tory celebrations here on
Saturday.

“Telangana is being run
by anti-Telangana forces
now; the Telangana Bhavan
too is filled with them. BJP,
which fought for the State, is
the platform for true acti-
vists of Telangana,” Minister
of Tourism G. Kishan Reddy
said. BJP State chief Bandi
Sanjay gathered several
leaders on Saturday to ex-
tend a grand welcome to
Huzurabad victor Eatala Ra-
jender to Hyderabad, a first
after the bypoll result. Pay-
ing floral tributes at the Mar-
tyrs’ Memorial, the exube-
rant union of leaders and
activists immersed Mr. Ra-
jender in a saffron proces-
sion till the party office at
Nampally.

For Minister Kishan Red-

- L

BJP's winner from Huzurabad Eatala Rajender, and party
State president Bandi Sanjay Kumar participating in a rally
from Amaraveerula Sthupam to BJP State office in
Hyderabad on Saturday. =RrRAMAKRISHNA G

dy, people of Huzurabad de-
livered a historic mandate
and their message through
the election was: “End
KCR’s family rule, honour
people’s rule”

‘KCR constitution’
A determined Mr. Rajender
dedicating his victory to
Huzurabad’s people ob-
served that activism was
back in Telangana, as its pe-
ople started feeling ridi-
culed about their
self-esteem.

“Itis not B.R. Ambedkar’s
Constitution in Telangana

that is being implemented,
but KCR’s constitution. The
official machinery in Huzu-
rabad - administration, pol-
ice and the electoral staff -
had openly ridiculed the
test of democracy,” he said,
and added that he would ap-
proach the ECI with suffi-
cient evidence to initiate
action.

Mr. Rajender expressed
confidence that BJP’s tally
that began in Dubbak,
GHMC and Huzurabad polls
would continue in 2023, to
elect it as the only alterna-
tive party to TRS.

- ‘Centre must
~ slash excise
- duty further’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

PM must withdraw clean
chit given to China: Cong. -

Party was reacting to Pentagon report

‘China strengthening connectivity in Chumbi

U.S. report says Beijing continues to take incremental and tactical actions to press its claims at LAC

DINAKAR PERI

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi must immediately
withdraw the clean chit gi-
ven to China and set a dea-
dline for removing the Chi-
nese Army from Indian
territories, the Congress
said on Saturday, a day after
the Pentagon’s latest annual
report revealed that China
has been undertaking “in-
cremental and tactical ac-
tions to press its claims”.

At a press conference in
Delhi, party spokesperson
Pawan Khera said that in
June 2020, when BJP MP
from Arunachal East Tapir
Gao wrote letters to Mr. Mo-
di and Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh warning them
about Chinese forces con-
structing permanent struc-
tures in Indian territory, the
Government went into de-
nial. “It has been 17 months
since Mr. Modi gave a clean
chit to China. That is a dark
chapter in Indian history.
Emboldened by the clean
chit, the Chinese have been
claiming to the world that it
did not transgress into In-
dian territory,” Mr. Khera
stated. The Government

Pawan Khera

had refused to come clean
on the situation.

Now, the Pentagon’s an-
nual report, “Military and
Security Developments In-
volving the People’s Repu-
blic of China”, had con-
firmed Mr. Gao’s warnings
and reports in the Indian
media. The report, present-
ed to U.S. Congress, stated
that China had constructed
a 100-home civilian village
inside the disputed territory
between the Tibet Autono-
mous Region and Arunachal
Pradesh last year.

“The report points out
that it is a ‘dual use’ village
with multi-storey struc-
tures. These can be used as
a civilian village and also
double up as an army can-
tonment,” Mr. Khera noted.

NEW DELHI

China is strengthening con-
nectivity and increasing its
depth in Chumbi valley,
close to India’s strategic and
vulnerable Siliguri corridor,
also called Chicken’s Neck,
according to official sources.
The area was recently
termed “sensitive” by Lieu-
tenant-General Manoj
Pande, General Officer Com-
manding-in-Chief, Eastern
Army Command.

In its just-released annual
report 2021 to the U.S. Con-
gress on military and securi-
ty developments involving
the People’s Republic of Chi-
na (PRC), the Department of
Defence (DoD) noted that
despite the ongoing diplo-
matic and military dialogues
to reduce border tensions,
the PRC has “continued tak-
ing incremental and tactical
actions to press its claims at
the Line of Actual Control
[LAC]”.

“China is building an al-
ternative axis in the Chumbi
valley, which is close to the
Siliguri corridor. They are in-
creasing their depth by
building roads through Bhu-
tanese territory,” an official
source said. By this, it was

‘Govt. can’t be adversary when
citizens' rights are under threat

Court will intervene if denial of information affects right: SC

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court in the
Pegasus case underlined the
principle that the Govern-
ment cannot take an “adver-
sarial position” when the
fundamental rights of citi-
zens are under threat.

The Government cannot
decline information to citi-
zens that concern their pri-
vacy by simply raising the
bogey of national security.
The state cannot blame judg-
es of “judicial oligarchy” or
acting “the aristocracy in
the robe” for seeking infor-
mation on behalf of citizens.
The court would have to cer-
tainly intervene if denial of
information by the state af-
fected the rights of citizens.

A Bench led by Chief Jus-
tice of India N.V. Ramana re-
fused to accept the Govern-
ment’s version that a
disclosure whether Pegasus
was in play or not would en-
danger national security.

The apex court, in its Pe-
gasus order, said it had no in-
tention to encroach into the
“political thicket”, but it also
would not cower when the
fundamental rights of citi-
zens were at stake. In this
context, it referred to the

cM
K

wisdom of Justice H.R.
Khanna’s opinion in the Ke-
savananda Bharati case
judgment of 1973.

Primary duty

Justice Khanna had said the
primary duty of judges was
to “uphold the Constitution
and the laws without fear or
favour and in doing so, they
cannot allow any political
ideology or economic theo-
ry, which may have caught
their fancy, to colour the
decision”.

The court’s resolve to de-
fend constitutional rights in
the Pegasus order of Octob-
er 27 finds resonance with
its May 31 judgment in the
COVID-19 case.

In that judgment, the
court refused to remain a
“silent spectator when con-
stitutional rights of citizens
are infringed by executive
policies”. The court had
brushed aside the Govern-
ment’s argument that it had
no right to interfere in its
vaccination policy.

Instead, the court upheld
its duty to judicially review
Government policies. “Judi-
cial review and soliciting
constitutional justification
for policies formulated by

»

the executive is an essential
function, which the courts
are entrusted to perform,”
the court had reminded the
Government. The Centre
had to reverse its dual vac-
cine pricing policy.

The Pegasus order refers
to the court’s judgment in
Ram Jethmalani case of
2011, which advised that
rather than stonewall peti-
tioners, the Government
should share information
and help them “better artic-
ulate” their case.

“In the task of upholding
fundamental rights, the
state cannot be an adver-
sary. The state has the duty,
generally, to reveal all the
facts and information in its
possession to the court, and
also provide the same to the
petitioners. This is so be-
cause the petitioners would
then be enabled to bring to
light facts and the law that
may be relevant for the
court in rendering its deci-
sion. In proceedings under
Article 32 [of the Constitu-
tion], both the petitioner
and the state have to neces-
sarily be the eyes and ears of
the court,” the Pegasus or-
der quoted from the 2011
judgment.

f) Only recently, we have set
up ajoint coordinating
centre under the Army and that
has proved to be effective to

coordinate actions of all
agencies that work there
[Siliguri corridor]

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL MANOJ PANDE, {

GENERAL OFFICER COMMANDING-IN-CHIEF,
EASTERN ARMY COMMAND

securing its routes while put-
ting pressure on the Siliguri
corridor, which was vital for
India, two officials indepen-
dently stated.

Satellite images that came
out last year had shown Chi-
na building roads along the
Torsa river area through
Bhutanese territory. In this
context, the recent memo-
randum of understanding
(MoU) on a three-step road
map between Bhutan and
China to speed up their talks
for boundary resolution was
significant and could have
implications for India, a
third defence official said.

The Siliguri corridor is a
stretch of land bordering
Bangladesh, Bhutan and Ne-
pal. At the narrowest, it is
about 20-22 km.

In a recent conversation,
Lt. Gen. Pande said the geos-

trategic significance of the
corridor came about in
terms of it being a narrow
piece of land that connects
the northeast to the rest of
the country, through which
major national highways,
railway lines, pipelines, Off-
Shore Cable (OFC) connec-
tivity and the rest pass.

Lt. Gen. Pande said the
other aspect was the demog-
raphy and its dynamics in
that area and “related chal-
lenges of radicalisation and
separatist tendencies whose
activities can be inimical to
our security interest”. “So,
yes, the Siliguri corridor is
sensitive to us,” he said.

On the efforts to address
this issue, he said they were
looking at a “whole of the na-
tion approach”, wherein not
only the security forces, the
military and certain other

Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPF), but also the Govern-
ments of the States around
the Siliguri corridor and
Central agencies were all
working together in a coordi-
nated manner to “mitigate
this threat in normal times,
the hybrid threat as and
when it manifests as also
during conflict conditions”.

“Only recently, we have
set up a joint coordinating
centre under the Army and
that has proved to be effec-
tive to coordinate actions of
all agencies that work there,”
he said. He said at the na-
tional level, there was a
thought process to look at al-
ternative means in terms of
economic activities, etc., to
mitigate this threat to the Si-
liguri corridor.

PLA recruitment drive
The Peoples Liberation Ar-
my (PLA) had conducted a
month-long  recruitment
drive in Chumbi valley of
around 400 Tibetan persons
in August, according to intel-
ligence inputs. The aim was
to recruit at least one Tibe-
tan aged 18-40 an household
into the PLA militia, one offi-
cial said, citing the inputs.
“The new recruits from

Phari Dzong and Yatung will
undergo one-year training at
the PLA facilities in Lhasa,”
the official disclosed. After
the training, they were likely
to be deployed on the India-
China border, he added.

On China’s continued
build-up along the LAC, the
DoD annual report revealed:
“Sometime in 2020, the PRC
built a large 100-home civi-
lian village inside disputed
territory between the PRC’s
Tibet Autonomous Region
and India’s Arunachal Pra-
desh state in the eastern sec-
tor of the LAC.” Responding
to questions on the Chinese
“model villages” close to the
LAC, Lt. Gen. Pande noted
last month that the concern
was the dual use, civil and
military, of these villages.

The DoD report said Beij-
ing, asserting that its deploy-
ments close to the LAC were
in response to Indian provo-
cation, had refused to with-
draw any forces until India’s
forces withdrew behind the
PRC’s version of the LAC and
ceased infrastructure im-
provements in the area.

As of June 2021, India and
China continued to maintain
large-scale deployments
along the LAG, it stated.

JAIPUR

Facing pressure to reduce
value-added tax (VAT) on
petrol and diesel, Rajas-
than Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot on Saturday reiter-
ated his demand that the
Centre further slash addi-
tional excise duty, special
excise duty and cess on
fuel for providing relief to
common people from the
rising inflation.

Several BJP-ruled States
have reduced VAT rates af-
ter the Centre’s decision to
cut excise duty on petrol
by 35 a litre and on diesel
by 10 a litre on Thursday.
However, Mr. Gehlot said
the VAT collection of States
had automatically reduced
in a proportionate manner
after the Centre’s move. He
said the excise duty reduc-
tion had led to a loss of
1,800 crore per year in
VAT revenue to Rajasthan,
which was yet to receive
the goods and services tax
(GST) compensation of
35,963 crore from the
Centre. He said the Centre
had already reduced the
share in excise duty that
was earlier available to all
States.

Assuring Quality, Saving Lives

Odisha State Medical Corporation Limited (OSMC)

In front of Ram Mandir, Convent Square, Unit-lll, Bhubaneswar-751 001
Tel.:(0674) 2380608; Website: www.osmcl.nic.in, Email: proc.osmcl.od@nic.in

Notification No.9855 / OSMCL/2021

NOTICE INVITING RE TENDER FOR “SUPPLY & INSTALLATION OF
RADIOTHERAPY DOSIMETRY & QA EQUIPMENT”

Online Bids through e-Tender portal (https://tendersodisha.gov.in) are invited from eligible bidders
for supply, installation & commissioning of Equipments as per the particulars mentioned below :

Dt.

1 03/11/2021

AHPGIC-RADIOTHERAPY/12

Bid Bid Document
Sl. Reference No. Item Name Costinclusive
of GST
1. OSMCL/2021-22/EQP- Retender for Supply & Installation of Rs.5,600/-

EQUIPMENT

RADIOTHERAPY DOSIMETRY & QA

Sl.No.

Particulars

Date and time

1. | Date & time of release of bid

03/11/2021, 3 PM

2. | Date & time of Pre-bid meeting

Venue :

09/11/2021, 11.00 AM
Conference Hall, Odisha State Medical
Corporation Ltd., In front of Ram Mandir, Convent
Square, Unit-lll, Bhubaneswar

3. Date & time of Online bid submission Start Date & Time End Date & Time
15/11/2021, 3 PM 30/11/2021, 5 PM
4. Date & time of online Technical Bid
Opening 03/12/2021, 3 PM

5. Date of opening of

Price Bid

To be informed to the qualified bidders

CAD-1711

The bid document with all information relating to the bidding process including cost of bid document,
Prequalification criteria and terms & conditions are available in the websites: www.osmecl.nic.in and
https://tendersodisha.gov.in . The Authority reserves the right to accept/reject any part thereof or all the
bids without assigning any reason thereof.

sd/- Managing Director,

OSMC Ltd., Odisha
OIPR-10112/11/0056/2122

KALABURAGI MAHANAGARA PALIKE, KALABURAGI
Phone : 08472/ 278675 Fax:08472/260776 E-mail : itstaff_ulb_gulbarga@yahoo.com

tion: Executive Engineer,

www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in
DIP/Kalaburagi/758/MC&A/2021-22

No: KMP/TS-01/CF/ABC & RS /01/2020-21

:E-PROCUREMENT TENDER PUBLICATION:

1) Work details : 02 Service Tenders as below. 1. Implementing Animal birth control and
ARV in stray dogs and euthanizing the sick, rabid and rogue dogs in a humane manner as
per Animal Birth Control (dogs) rules 2001 (Call-05), 2. Rapid Survey in SUH under
DAY-NULM Programme Kalaburagi Mahanagara Palike. (All 03 Zones) (Call-02),
2) Account head : Corporation Fund & Day Nulm, 3) Class of contractor/Agency : As per
Tender Documents, 4) Last date for submission of tender : 15.11.2021 Evening up to 4.30
PM, 5) Tender opening Date (Technical Bid) : 16.11.2021 Evening 4.35 PM, 6) Tender
opening Date (Financial Bid) : 17.11.2021 Morning 11.30 AM, 7) Address for communica-
Kalaburagi Mahanagara Palike, Kalaburagi. 8) Website address:

Sd/- Executive Engineer,
Kalaburagi Mahanagara Palike, Kalaburagi.

Date : 04.11.2021

&

N pan

Kiran Mental Health

NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR EMPOWERMENT OF PERSONS
WITH MULTIPLE DISABILITIES (Divyangjan
(Dept. Of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan),
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, Govt. of India)
Muttukadu, East Coast Road, Kovalam (P.0), Chennai - 603 112. Tamil Nadu - India.
Phone: 044 - 27472046, 27472113, 27472423 Mobile: 9444314716,

ion Helpline No: 18005990019 ~ Accredited by NAAC ~ ~1S0 9001:2015 ~

Employment Notice No. 03/2021
NIEPMD invites applications from eligible candidates for the

publicationin employment news.

following sanctioned regular post.
8I.No] Name of the Post No.of.Post Group/Scale of pay [ Mode of Recruit
. 01 (one) Group-A/Faculty : f
: éssoaate (Reserved for Rs.78,800 — By Direct Recruitment
rofessor * Failing which on
in Pediatrics EWS)" Only for 2’09’209/' Deputation
Direct Recruitment| Level-12 (7" CPC)
PAsfsociate Group-A/Faculty
rofessor in Rs.78,800 — i
2 Speech Pathology 01 (one) 2,09,200/- By Deputation
& Audiology Level -12 (7" CPC)
(*) -In case of Non availability of a suitabl didate belonging to EWS, such post could
be filled up with UR.

For detailed advertisement, essential/desirable qualifications, age limit, format of application
and the recruitment fee details etc., please visit our website: www.niepmd.tn.nic.in.The last
date of receipt of applications with fee and necessary documents is 21 days from the date of

Sd/- Director

-

%, Are you passionate about

CB‘;G Coffee?
L %# Make your passion your
www.Indiacoffee.org profession!

www.Indiacoffee.org

Coffee Board of India invites applications for Post Graduate Diploma
in Coffee Quality Management (PGDCQM) for the academic year
2021-22. Last date for sending the application is 15t December 2021
and date of interview is 10t December 2021. For further details visit

WN{II[Z8 TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED

Unit - 1: Kagithapuram - 639 136. Karur Dist.

Tamil Nadu. Ph.: 04324 - 277001 (10 Lines)

Unit - 2: Mondipatti - 621 306, Trichy District, Tamil Nadu.
Ph.: 04332 - 261600

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
Tender No. Description Due date
212223 | gjo5ched Hardwood Sulphate Pulp for Unit-1 & Il | 13.11.2021
001750
212223 | Native Starch (Maize based) for BM#4 for TNPL -
001724 | Unit-I 20.11.2021
212223 | To run Defoamer for Wet end at TNPL Unit-1l on
001723 | package costbasis 20.11.2021
Email: 212223001750 - purchase.pulp@tnpl.co.in
mail: 212223001724 & 1723 - purchaserm.u2@tnpl.co.in
Detailed terms and conditions, Quantity, Tender Fee, EMD, etc., are available in tender
document at our websites : www.tnpl.com / www.tenders.tn.gov.in.
DIPR/3247/Tender/2021 TNPL - Maker of bagasse based eco-friendly Paper

“Garsmean L5 ashATD JymLECsTd, sremer Ufihg sflsHn usmiGumb.”

A ND-NDE



Rajpath revamp is on track, says official

Workers faced several challenges, including building underpasses where the water table was high

DAMINI NATH
NEW DELHI

The unusual amount of rain-
fall this monsoon, coupled
with flooding due to the high
water table, did lead to some
delays in the redevelopment
of the Central Vista Avenue,
but with additional workers
deployed now, the project is
likely to be completed in
time for the Republic Day pa-
rade preparations on the Raj-
path, Government officials
said this week.

Preparations for the pa-
rade usually pick up in De-
cember, with temporary
seating arrangements, sound
systems and CCTV cameras
and other facilities being in-
stalled along the way.

The ongoing redevelop-
ment project includes per-
manent solutions for utilities

Mega project: Construction work at

Rajpath as part of the

Central Vista Avenue redevelopment. =fiLe PHOTO

and amenities for the public
that earlier had been put up
for the parade every year, ac-
cording to the architect of
the revamp, Bimal Patel.
With about a month to go,
Union Housing and Urban

SC turns focus on

mental health issues

Court calls for more sensitivity

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Upholding the need for
judges to be sensitive to the
gravity of mental health is-
sues, the Supreme Court
has said the judiciary should
not treat the mental health
of a person with a “one-size-
fits-all” approach.

A Bench of Justices D.Y.
Chandrachud and B.V. Naga-
rathna made the observa-
tion in a recent judgment
based on an appeal filed by
Karnataka against a High
Court decision to quash a
case of abetment of suicide
against a  Government
officer.

The officer’s driver died
by suicide. A note left by
him alleged that he was ha-
rassed by the officer, who
had used his bank account
to transfer ill-gotten wealth
and convert black money in-
to white.

HC order set aside

The High Court had dismis-
sed the charges against the
officer, terming the driver a
“weakling”.

The High Court had also
disbelieved the version that
the dead man was under
pressure, reasoning that he
had met friends and did not
show any signs of being ha-
rassed or threatened.

The High Court had said
the behaviour of the de-
ceased before his death was
not that of a person who
was depressed and suffering
from mental health issues.

“Behavioural scientists
have initiated the discourse
on the heterogeneity of ev-
ery individual and have
challenged the traditional
notion of ‘all humans be-
have alike’. Individual per-
sonality differences manif-
est as a variation in the
behaviour of people,” Jus-

personality
differences manifest
as a variation in the
behaviour of people
JUSTICE D.Y. CHANDRACHUD

tice Chandrachud observed,
setting aside the High Court
order quashing the case
against the officer.

The top court noted that
“an individual copes with a
threat — both physical and
emotional, expressing (or
refraining to express) love,
loss, sorrow and happiness,
varies greatly in view of the
multi-faceted nature of the

human mind and
emotions”.
Serious matter

Justice Chandrachud, who
wrote the 27-page judg-
ment, said terms such as
“weakling” and measuring a
person’s mental state by his
outward conduct, etc,
“deeply diminishes” the
gravity attached to mental
health issues.

“The mental health of a
person cannot be com-
pressed into a one-size-fits-
all approach,” the Supreme
Court noted.

Suicide prevention hel-
pline: Delhi — Sanjivini, So-
ciety for Mental Health, O11-
40769002; Chennai — Sne-
ha, 044-24640050.
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Affairs Ministry officials said
that the revamped Rajpath
from Vijay Chowk to India
Gate would be ready by
mid-December.

A senior official said “all
efforts are on to complete”

the project, including in-
creasing the number of
workers from 3,600 to
4,000. Housing and Urban
Affairs Minister Hardeep Pu-
ri visited the site on Septem-
ber 21 and later announced
the addition of workers to
make up for the delays
caused by rain.

The official noted that the
project included the chal-
lenge of construction of un-
derpasses at a site where the
water table was high, leading
to flooding when the ground
was dug up.

The rainfall, which was
the highest for a September
in 77 years, also led to chal-
lenges for compacting the
soil.

However, the official said
the underpasses, eight
amenity blocks, vending

areas and around 10 km of
walking paths would be rea-
dy before the parade.

Granite pathways

About 1.67 km of granite
pathways had been complet-
ed, the officer said. For the
parade, 30,000 bleachers
had been ordered. The ca-
nals along the Rajpath would
have recycled water, for
which a sewage treatment
plant (STP) was being con-
structed.

The project began in Fe-
bruary after the Central Pu-
blic Works Department
(CPWD) awarded the con-
tract to Shapoorji Pallonji &
Company following a tender-
ing process in 2020. The pro-
ject was estimated to cost
%608 crore, according to the
CPWD.
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Arunachal to showcase ‘heroic
village' near the China border

Residents of Kaho helped Army in 1962 Chinese attack

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Arunachal Pradesh is plan-
ning to make a documentary
about one of its most “pa-
triotic destinations” — Kaho,
avillage on the China border
— to mark the 75th year of In-
dependence.

The State’s Department of
Information, Public Rela-
tions and Printing has sent a
12-member team to Kaho in
Anjaw district for filming a
documentary on the village
and its people.

One of seven villages in
the Kibithoo block bisected
by the Lohit river, Kaho had
weathered the Chinese at-
tack in 1962. Its people had
assisted the Indian soldiers

= s I

himself during a spell of rain in Srinagar. =nissaR AHMAD
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Elegant and practical: A vendor of kangri, a traditional Kashmiri heater comprising earthenware in a wicker basket, warms

Ajit Doval holds strategic dialogue with France

Countries commit
to closer ties in the
Indo-Pacific

SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI

India and France committed
to closer cooperation in the
Indo-Pacific through more
intelligence sharing and ex-
panding bilateral exercises in
the maritime sphere, as Na-
tional Security Adviser (NSA)
Ajit Doval met French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron’s di-
plomatic adviser Emmanuel
Bonne in Paris for the annual
strategic dialogue, the Indian
Embassy announced on Sa-
turday.

“[The two sides] agreed to
strengthen bilateral defence
and security partnership

through enhanced intelli-
gence and information shar-
ing, operational coopera-
tion, bolstering mutual
capabilities, expanding bilat-
eral exercises and pursuing
new initiatives in maritime,
space and cyber domains,”
said the release, giving de-
tails of Mr. Doval’s meetings,
including his discussions
with French Foreign Minister
Jean-Yves Le Drian and De-

fence Minister Florence
Parly.
The NSA, who is hosting a

regional conference on Af-
ghanistan in Delhi on Wed-
nesday, which security offi-
cials from Russia, Iran and
Central Asian countries are
expected to attend, also dis-
cussed cooperation with
France on the developing sit-
uation there.

The two sides also dis-
cussed “the continuing chal-
lenge of terrorism; and,
emerging threats in mari-
time, cyber and space do-
mains”, the release added.

Mr. Doval travelled to
France after accompanying
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who travelled to Rome
for the G20 summit and Glas-
gow for the COP26 climate
change summit.

Bilateral meet

While Mr. Modi and External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
met their counterparts dur-
ing pull-aside meetings at
both conferences as well as
at the UN General Assembly
in September, the NSA’s
meeting was the first formal
bilateral meeting between
India and France since the

NSA Ajit Doval with French Defence Minister Florence Parly

who had been outnum-
bered.

The department’s direc-
tor, Dasher Teshi, said the
team left the State capital
Itanagar by road on Friday
and would reach Kaho on
Sunday. The village is 580
km east of Itanagar.

Meyor community
“Kaho is the first village from
the China border. We plan to
make a documentary on Ka-
ho and its people who be-
long to the Meyor communi-
ty. Very few people know
about this village and its sig-
nificance,” Mr. Teshi said.
The documentary, sanc-
tioned by the State BJP Go-
vernment, is a part of the ce-

lebrations of “Azadi Ka
Amrut Mahotsav”, the na-
tionwide celebrations for the
75th year of Independence.

Anjaw is one of the 11 dis-
tricts of Arunachal Pradesh
that share their border with
China.

According to the 2011 cen-
sus, Kaho has only 65 resi-
dents and a literacy rate of
64.15%.

A similar publicity event
was organised at Dipa village
in Lower Siang district a
month ago.

Several residents of Dipa
had taken part in the free-
dom movement and the na-
tional flag was first hoisted at
the village on August 15,
1947.

Srinagar declared
a ‘major airport’

Move will allow AERA to determine tarift

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR

The Union Ministry of Civil
Aviation on Saturday de-
clared the Srinagar airport a
“major airport” under the
Airports Economic Regula-
tory Authority Act, 2008
(AERA).

“In exercise of the pow-
ers conferred by sub-section
(i) of Section 2 of the Air-
ports Economic Authority
Act, 2008 (NO. 27 OF 2008),
the Central Government he-
reby declares the airport of
Srinagar as major airport,”
the notification said.

The move will allow the
AERA to determine the ta-
riff, including the develop-
ment fee and passenger ser-
vice fee, for aeronautical
services at the Srinagar
airport.

The Centre designates an

during his visit to France. =pTi/TWITTER/@INDIAEMBFRANCE

blow-up over U.S. President
Joe Biden’s announcement
of a new Indo-Pacific alliance
with the U.K. and Australia.
The alliance meant that Aus-
tralia’s ongoing discussions
with France for submarines
was shelved, and the French

President reacted sharply to
the “betrayal” by allies, re-
calling diplomats and issuing
demarches over the issue.
New Delhi, which was also
informed about the new al-
liance just days before Mr.
Modi’s visit to the U.S. for the

More people need to get vaccinated, say doctors

Coordinated pan-India campaign can prevent a fresh outbreak of COVID-19, experts suggest

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The growing COVID-19 vacci-
nation coverage in India is
not enough, and if people
opt not to get vaccinated,
there is the potential of a
new outbreak, doctors
warn.

“If people decide not to
get vaccinated out of hesi-
tancy and doubts, or even if
the vaccination is delayed
for logistical reasons, the po-
tential of new outbreaks of
COVID-19 remains very high.
New variants of SARS-CoV-2
are sprouting, which may be
more transmissible and re-
sistant to vaccines,” Mubash-
eer Ali, senior consultant, in-
ternal medicine, Apollo
Telehealth, said.

He noted that vaccination
in India was still a matter of
choice. A coordinated pan-
India campaign could re-
duce the impact of the pan-
demic. “It’s a technically
feasible thing, but because of
the scale of population to be
vaccinated, geography and

Stayir_ng safe: The Government has encouraged all adults to

take both doses of vaccination. =susHiL KUMAR VERMA

terrain and the enormous
time being consumed for the
process, it can be ham-
pered,” he said.

More awareness

Promoting the uptake of vac-
cines would require under-
standing whether people are
willing to be vaccinated and
the reasons they were will-
ing or not. “So, the need of
the hour is to speed up the
vaccination process and

drives, spread awareness of
disease and its effects and
making sure there is no vac-
cine hesitancy by rightly
educating the people. The
world shares a collective res-
ponsibility in fighting this
pandemic; therefore, conti-
nued research on COVID-19
vaccine acceptance and hes-
itancy should be a priority,”
he said.

Citing the example of Ger-
many, doctors said the coun-

try was currently witnessing
a “pandemic of the
unvaccinated”.

Sundari Shrikant, direc-
tor, internal medicine, QRG
Super Speciality Hospital,
Faridabad, said there was
currently a broad agreement
within the global scientific
community that the most ef-
fective way to defeat the pan-
demic was through mass
vaccination of populations
around the world.

“Opting not to get vacci-
nated puts the person, his fa-
mily and the community at
large at risk of infection and
the spread of the disease.
Vaccination not only pre-
vents infection but, if infect-
ed, the person develops only
a mild infection. It also pre-
vents community spread.
Besides, it is important to
emphasise the continued
practice of COVID-19-appro-
priate behaviour for perso-
nal safety and prevention of
community transmission,”
Dr. Shrikant said.

Doctors stressed that peo-

ple who were unvaccinated
have higher chances of get-
ting moderate to severe CO-
VID-19 and undergo
hospitalisation.

“Natural immunity on an
average stays for three
months; post vaccination, it
stays much longer in the bo-
dy and as such can be pro-
tective for a longer period,
slowing down the transmis-
sion of the virus,” Ankita Bai-
dya, consultant, infectious
diseases, HCMCT Manipal
Hospitals, said.

According to a Health Mi-
nistry release issued on Sa-
turday, more than 116.54
crore (1,16,54,44,605) vac-
cine doses had been provid-
ed to the States and Union
Territories so far through the
Central Government (free of
cost channel) and through
direct State procurement ca-
tegory. More than 15.69
crore (15,69,46,111) balance
and unutilised vaccine doses
were still available with the
States and UTs to be admi-

nistered.
»

Students getting ready for

their flights at Srinagar
airport. =FILE PHOTO

airport as a major airport if
it crosses a particular vol-
ume of annual passenger
traffic.

Previously, the Airports
Authority of India, a body
under the Ministry of Civil
Aviation, would determine
the tariff for the Srinagar air-
port.

Quad summit, distanced it-
self from the alliance, lead-
ing to speculation that India
would open talks with
France for the same subma-
rines.

Readouts on both sides
did not refer to the Aukus al-
liance, but Indo-Pacific stra-
tegy formed a large part of
the discussion during the
strategic dialogue and other
meetings in Paris.

“The strategic partnership
of France and India is essen-
tial to strengthen multilater-
alism and the defence of an
Indo-Pacific space [that is]
free, open and based on the
excellent conversation wor-
thy of a trusted strategic
partnership,” said Mr. Drian
in a tweet.

(With inputs from
Dinakar Peri)

-~ Vaze, Singh

extorted
cricket bookies’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

Dismissed Mumbai Police
officer Sachin Vaze, along
with the then city Police
Commissioner Param Bir
Singh extorted huge money
from cricket bookies by
threatening them with ar-
rest, the police told a court
here while seeking an exten-
sion of Mr. Vaze’s custody in
an extortion case registered
at suburban Goregaon pol-
ice station.

The Mumbai Police’s
Crime Branch had taken Mr.
Vaze’s custody on Novem-
ber 1 based on the com-
plaint filed by builder-cum-
hotelier Bimal Agrawal, in
which Param Bir Singh is al-
so named as an accused.

Mr. Vaze was produced
before a holiday court on
Saturday as his remand ex-
pired.

The police sought an ex-
tension of his custody for se-
ven days for further probe,
which was allowed by the
court till November 13.

A ND-NDE
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House passes Biden's infrastructure Bill -

Clean drinking water, broadband access, electric vehicles, and more to come, says the White House

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
WASHINGTON

Democrats rescued Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s faltering
domestic agenda on Friday,
passing a giant infrastruc-
ture package that is one of
the pillars of his $3 trillion
economic vision after rebel
moderates had earlier
blocked a vote on his social
welfare expansion.

Despite hours of cajoling
lawmakers, party leaders
had risked seeing Mr. Biden’s
two-pronged legislative stra-
tegy collapse as they failed to
unite the party’s feuding
progressive and moderate
factions.

Comfortable majority
But the breakthrough came
as  lawmakers  rubber-
stamped the Senate-passed
$1.2 trillion infrastructure
Bill on the House floor by a
comfortable 228 votes to
206.

The passage of the infras-
tructure spending marks a
legacy-making achievement
for Mr. Biden, amid plunging

New avenues: The funding for infrastructure is expected to
create millions of high-paying jobs. =arp

personal approval ratings
and a humiliating upset de-
feat for his Democratic Party
in the Virginia gubernatorial
election.

His spokeswoman Jen Psa-
ki said the success was
“proof that delivering for the
American people is worth all
the painful sausage making”.

“Clean drinking water for
kids, broadband access,
electric vehicles, biggest in-

vestment in public transit.
It’s happening. And more to
come,” she tweeted.

The Democratic party lea-
dership in the House of Re-
presentatives began the day
aiming to rubber-stamp the
infrastructure Bill, the big-
gest upgrade of roads, bridg-
es and waterways in de-
cades, after sending an even
bigger social welfare deal,
worth up to $1.85 trillion, to

the upper chamber.

But six moderate Demo-
crats refused to commit to
the “Build Back Better” be-
nefits package, arguing they
first needed to see a full ac-
counting of its economic im-
pacts, which won’t be availa-
ble for at least a week.

With a majority of just
three votes in the House,
Speaker Nancy Pelosi was
forced to postpone the vote
on the Build Back Better
package, which includes ma-
jor investments in health,
education, tackling climate
change and expanding social
welfare programs.

Olive branch

Progressives initially blocked
the infrastructure vote amid
suspicion that Senate cen-
trists would reject the Build
Back Better Bill as soon as
they got their transport up-
grades signed into law.

But Ms. Pelosi refused to
back down, insisting on the
vote before the end of the
day and offering an olive
branch to the liberals — a

Four women killed in Afghanistan

Victims include a women’s right activist; two suspects arrested, confirm Taliban

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KABUL

Four women have been
found dead in the northern
city of Mazar-i-Sharif, a spo-
kesman for Afghanistan’s Ta-
liban government said on Sa-
turday, following reports
that activists had been killed.

Two suspects have been
arrested after the four bo-
dies were found at a house in
the city’s fifth police district,
Interior Ministry spokesman
Qari Sayed Khosti said in a vi-
deo statement.

“The arrested people
have admitted in initial inter-
rogation that the women

were invited to the house by
them. Further investigations
are under way and the case
has been referred to court,”
he said.

Khosti did not identify the
victims, but a source in Ma-
zar-i-Sharif said that at least
one of the dead was a wo-
men’s rights activist, whose
family does not wish to
speak to the media.

Plans to fly out

A report on BBC Persian, cit-
ing civil society sources, said
the four women were friends
and colleagues who had
hoped to travel to Mazar-i-

Sharif airport for a flight out
of the country.

A rights group source said
on condition of anonymity
that the women received a
call that they thought was an
invitation to join an evacua-
tion flight and were picked
up by a car, only to be found
dead later.

The Taliban, who seized
power in Afghanistan in Au-
gust after a 20-year war
against the former U.S.-
backed government, are a
deeply conservative Islamist
movement.

Under their last period of
rule, women were banned

Analyst part of Trump-Russia
dossier charged with lying

He has been accused of making false statements to FBI

ASSOCIATED PRESS
mINGTON
A Russian analyst who con-
tributed to a dossier of De-
mocratic-funded research
into ties between Russia and
Donald Trump was arrested
on Thursday on charges of
lying to the FBI about his
sources of information,
among them a longtime sup-
porter of Hillary Clinton.

The case against Igor Dan-
chenko is part an investiga-
tion into the origins of the
FBI’s probe into whether Do-
nald Trump’s 2016 cam-
paign and Russia had con-
spired to tip the outcome of
that year’s presidential
campaign.

The indictment is likely to
boost complaints from

Trump allies that well-con-

ELSEWHERE

Three wounded in knife
attack on German train
BERLIN

Three persons were wounded
in a knife attack on a
high-speed train in southern
Germany on Saturday, local
police said, adding a suspect
had been arrested. The
motive for the attack was not
yet clear. arp

Sudan activists reject
power sharing with army
KHARTOUM

Sudan's protest movement
has rejected internationally
backed initiatives to return to
a power sharing arrangement
with the military after last
month's coup, announcing
two days of nationwide
strikes starting Sunday. The
movement called for the
establishment of a civilian
government to lead a
transition to democracy. ap

cM
K

Igor Danchenko

nected Democrats worked
behind the scenes to ad-
vance suspicions about Mr.
Trump and Russia that con-
tributed to the FBI’s elec-
tion-year investigation.

The case does not under-
cut investigators’ findings
that the Kremlin aided the
Trump campaign — conclu-

sions that were not based on
the dossier, which was bare-
ly mentioned in special
counsel Robert Mueller’s re-
port. But the indictment
does endorse a longstanding
concern about the Russia
probe: that opposition re-
search the FBI relied on as it
surveilled a Trump cam-
paign adviser was marred by
unsupported, uncorroborat-
ed claims.

The five-count indictment
accuses Mr. Danchenko of
making multiple false state-
ments to the FBI when inter-
viewed in 2017 about his role
in collecting information for
Christopher Steele, a former
British spy whose research
into ties between the Trump
campaign and Russia was fi-
nanced by Democrats.

from public life and since the
group’s return to govern-
ment many rights activists
have fled the country.

Women’s demands

Some women who remained
have held street protests in
Kabul demanding that their
rights be respected and that
girls be allowed to attend pu-
blic high schools.

Taliban fighters have bro-
ken up some of the protests,
and the government has
threatened to arrest any
journalists covering unauth-
orised gatherings in the
country.

Lahore High
Court acquits
6 JuD leaders

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LAHORE
The Lahore High Court on
Saturday set aside a trial
court’s conviction and ac-
quitted six senior leaders
of Mumbai attack master-
mind Hafiz Saeed’s banned
Jamat-ud-Dawah (JuD) in a
terror financing case.
Saeed-led JuD is the
front organisation for the
proscribed Lashkar-e-Tai-
ba (LeT), the terror outfit
responsible for carrying
out the 2008 Mumbai at-
tack that killed 166 people,
including six Americans.
The trial court had
found the leaders guilty of
terror financing. They had
been collecting funds and
unlawfully financing LeT. It
also ordered the confisca-
tion of assets made from
funds collected through
terrorism financing.

Chinese Embassy accuses U.S.
of expanding military bases

Colombo mission slams report on China’s military strategy

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO

Reacting sharply to a Penta-
gon report on security deve-
lopments involving China,
flagging the Asian giant’s
“likely consideration” of
overseas military bases in
countries such as Sri Lanka,
the Chinese Embassy in Co-
lombo accused the United
States of widespread mili-
tary occupation.

“A thief believes everybo-
dy steals. Despite the with-
drawal of U.S. military bases
and troops from Afghanis-
tan, the U.S. continues to
maintain about 750 military
bases abroad. These bases
are costly in a number of
ways: financially, politically,
socially, and environmental-
ly,” the Colombo-based Em-
bassy said on Twitter, res-

»

ponding to a local
journalist’s tweet on the U.S.
Department of Defense re-
port. The official handle of
the Chinese mission also
shared a map showing “mili-
tary bases controlled by the
u.s”.

Seeking influence

The Chinese Embassy’s res-
ponse comes amid a well-
known geopolitical contest
between the U.S. and China
for greater influence in the
strategic Indian Ocean re-
gion. The Chinese Embas-
sy’s tweet is not the first in-
stance of the China-U.S.
clash playing out in Sri Lan-
ka. U.S. Ambassador in Co-
lombo Alaina B. Teplitz, who
recently completed her
term, has openly criticised
Chinese projects. China, in

turn, accused the U.S. Am-
bassador of “violating diplo-
matic protocol” and suggest-
ed that the U.S. “quit the
addiction” to “preaching”,
and “applying double
standards.”

While China-backed pro-
jects have in the past
sparked questions within Sri
Lanka on due process and
transparency, there is cur-
rently mounting resistance
to the U.S.s involvement in a
key energy deal in the island
nation. Last month, the Cey-
lon Electricity Board agreed
to sell a 40% stake in a pow-
er plant in Kerawelapitiya,
near Colombo, to U.S. firm
New Fortress Energy, and
trade unions are resisting
the move that they say, gives
the U.S. a monopoly over
LNG sales to the country.

procedural vote on the
“rule” to at least get debate
started on Build Back Better.

“I am urging all members
to vote for both the rule for
consideration of the Build
Back Better Act and final pas-
sage of the Bipartisan Infras-
tructure Bill tonight,” Mr. Bi-
den had said in a late evening
statement.

“I am confident that dur-
ing the week of November 15,
the House will pass the Build
Back Better Act.”

The victory will be a salve
to Democratic leaders who
have spent two days in meet-
ings painstakingly trying to
bring aboard holdouts over
multiple sticking points in
Build Back Better, from pre-
scription drug pricing to im-
migration provisions.

Passing the infrastructure
package into law required
some tricky mathematics
with several progressives,
still smarting over the mod-
erate rebellion, voting no —
but Democrats were able to
add 13 Republicans to their
side of the ledger.

At least eight crushed to
death at Texas music fest

17 persons rushed to hospital, 11 of them in ‘cardiac arrest’

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LOS ANGELES

A crush caused by a crowd
surge killed at least eight
persons and wounded sever-
al others at rap star Travis
Scott’s Astroworld music fes-
tival in Texas on Friday
night, authorities said.

Officials said the crush
happened as “the crowd be-
gan to compress towards the
front of the stage” around
9:00 p.m. when Scott was
performing.

There were around
50,000 people in the au-
dience at Houston’s NRG
Park.

“That caused some panic
and it started causing some
injuries, people began to fall
out, become unconscious
and it created additional
panic,” Houston fire chief Sa-
muel Pena said at a press
conference.

“We had at least eight
confirmed fatalities tonight
and scores of individuals

There were around 50,000
people in the audience at
Houston's NRG Park.

that were injured,” he said,
adding the cause of death
could not be confirmed until
after medical exams were
completed.

Mr. Pena said 17 persons
were rushed to hospital,
with 11 of them in “cardiac
arrest.”

Scott was on stage when
the incident occurred and
stopped his act on several
occasions when he saw fans
in distress near the stage,

the Houston Chronicle re-
ported. Survivors described
chaotic scenes of people
squeezed up against one
another and many strug-
gling to breathe, the Chroni-
cle reported.

“We were hanging on to
each other to avoid getting
separated,” one survivor
said. “If you let go, you could
easily drift apart.”

‘Extremely tragic night’
Senior Harris County official
Lina Hidalgo said it was “an
extremely tragic night”.

“Our hearts are broken,
people go to these events to
have a good time, to make
memories,” she added.

Houston police are inves-
tigating the cause of the inci-
dent and looking at video
footage from the arena.

Videos shared on social
media showed paramedics
resuscitating unconscious
fans in the audience as the
concert continued.

Tanker blast kills 92 in Sierra Leone

Dozens injured after large crowds gather to collect leaking fuel, say officials

ASSOCIATED PRESS
FREETOWN

An oil tanker exploded near
Sierra Leone’s capital, killing
at least 92 people and se-
verely injuring dozens of
others after large crowds
gathered to collect leaking
fuel, officials and witnesses
said on Saturday.

The explosion took place
on late Friday after a bus
struck the tanker in Welling-
ton, a suburb just to the east
of Freetown.

The mortuary at Con-
naught Hospital reported 92
bodies had been brought in
by Saturday morning. About

B o g
The explosion took place on

late Friday after a bus struck
the tanker in Wellington. =ap

30 severely burned victims
were not expected to sur-
vive, according to Foday Mu-
sa, a staff member in the in-

tensive care unit.

Injured people whose
clothes had burned off in the
fire that followed the explo-
sion lay naked on stretchers
as nurses attended to them
Saturday.

Fireball in the sky
Hundreds of people milled
outside the main gates of the
mortuary and near the hos-
pital’s main entrance, wait-
ing for word of their loved
ones.

It was not immediately
known how many people
were undergoing treatment
for burns because patients

were taken to hospitals and
clinics across the metropoli-
tan area.

Video of the explosion’s
aftermath showed a giant fi-
reball burning in the night
sky as some survivors with
severe burns cried out in
pain.

President Julius Maada
Bio, who was in Scotland at-
tending the United Nations
climate talks, deplored the
“horrendous loss of life.”
“My profound sympathies
with families who have lost
loved ones and those who
have been maimed as a re-
sult,” he tweeted.
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SNAPSHOTS

Cosmic jet

Scientists studying the galaxy
Messier 87 (M87) - which
surrounds the only black hole
to have been imaged so far -
have come up with a
theoretical model of the jets
of material emanating from
M87. The calculated images
published in Nature Astronomy
resemble closely what is
observed, and help confirm
Einstein's theory of relativity.

=

Sleep and Alzheimer's
Researchers found that the
thalamic reticular nucleus
(TRN) - a region that forms a
capsule around the thalamus
of the brain - played a role in
the connection between sleep
disturbance and Alzheimer's in
mouse models. Reduced TRN
activity was found to reduce
slow-wave sleep and its
activation restored sleep and
reduced amyloid plaques in
mice.

Key to the future
Developing an accurate record
of radiocarbon in the
atmosphere from 55,000
years ago is key to
understanding Earth’s
processes, climate change and
our future. In an article in
Science, researchers described
this. For example, radiocarbon
holds fingerprints of solar
storms, which can today
destroy much of our
communications network.

Sponges and the brain
Despite having not a single
neuron to call a brain, sponges
perform complicated tasks
such as filtering out tens of
thousands of litres of water
through their bodies to collect
food. A recent study published
in Science found that they use
a complex cell communication
system to regulate feeding
and weed out harmful
bacteria. This could be a
feature from which the
complex nervous systems
evolved.

The Sun lights up aurorae in high-latitude countries

Kolkata-based researchers had predicted this ‘Solar Deepavali’ using a home-grown model and data from NASAs observations

SHUBASHREE DESIKAN

A solar flare that occurred on
the Sun triggered a magnetic
storm which scientists from
Center of Excellence in
Space Sciences India (CES-
SI), in Indian Institutes for
Science Education and Re-
search, Kolkata, had predict-
ed will arrive at the Earth in
the early hours of November
4, and they said that the mag-
nitude of this storm would be
such as to trigger spectacular
displays of aurora (the co-
loured bands of light seen in
the North and South poles)
in the high-latitude and polar
regions, just in time for the
Deepavali celebrations in In-
dia. This prediction, which
was based on models built by
them and data from NASA’s
observatories, seems to have
come true, as people from
several countries were tweet-
ing pictures of aurorae.

Effect on atmosphere
Judging by data from the NA-
SA DSCOVR satellite, the
scientists observed a steep
jump in transverse magnetic
fields, density and speeds of
the plasma wind that are tell-
tale signatures of the arrival
of a coronal mass ejection
(CME) shock front, according
to Dibyendu Nandi of CESSI
Kolkata whose team predict-
ed the event.

“This happened at 1.00
AM IST. We will know wheth-
er this is the CME flux based
on its evolution as it passes
through. These observations
are taken at Lagrange Point
L1,” Prof. Nandi said on No-
vember 4, in a message to
The Hindu.

Dipankar Banerjee, a solar
physicist and Director of
Aryabhata Research Institute
of Observational Sciences
(ARIES) based in Nainital,
who was not involved in this
work, said about the predic-
tion, “This is quite promis-
ing. It appears their predic-
tions are matching the
observations.”

Sunspots seed storms

The solar magnetic cycle that
works in the deep interior of
the Sun creates regions that
rise to the surface and ap-
pear like dark spots. These
are the sunspots. Solar flares
are highly energetic pheno-
mena that happen inside the
sunspots.

In a solar flare, the energy
stored in the Sun’s magnetic
structures is converted into
light and heat energy. This
causes the emission of high
energy xray radiation and
highly accelerated charged
particles to leave the Sun’s
surface.

Sometimes solar flares al-
so cause hot plasma to be

The Sun’s contribution to the festival of lights

Storm seed: Image of the November 2 M-class
flare captured using the extreme ultraviolet
imaging telescope attached to NASA's Solar
Dynamics Observatory (SDO) satellite.

The flare brightening is clearly visible, near the
disc's centre.

ejected from the Sun, caus-
ing a solar storm, and this is
called Coronal Mass Ejection
(CME). Coronal Mass Ejec-
tions can harbour energies
exceeding that of a billion
atomic bombs.

The energy, radiation and
high-energy particles emit-
ted by the flares can affect
Earth-bound objects and life
on Earth - it can affect the
electronics within satellites
and affect astronauts. Very
powerful Earth-directed co-
ronal mass ejections can
cause failure of power grids
and affect oil pipelines and

B A solar flare that
occurred on the Sun
triggered a magnetic
storm which came
towards the Earth

B Very powerful
Earth-directed cor-
onal mass ejections
can cause failure
of power grids and

B Scientists from
Center of Excellence
in Space Sciences India
(CESSI), in lISER, Kol-
kata, predicted that
the solar storm would
arrive at the Earth

at 214 a.m. IST on
November 4, moving
at a speed of 768 km/s

affect oil pipelines
and deep-sea
cables

M They also cause

spectacular aurorae
in the high-latitude
and polar countries

B On November
4, people tweeted

deep-sea cables. They can al-
S0 cause spectacular aurorae
in the high-latitude and polar
countries. The last time a
major blackout due to a coro-
nal mass ejection was record-
ed was in 1989 - a powerful
geomagnetic storm that took
down the North American
power grid, plunging large
parts of Canada into dark-
ness and triggering spectacu-
lar aurorae beyond the polar
regions.

Predicting solar storms
The process of prediction
takes place in two steps: First

B The storm arrived
at1a.m. IST on
November 4 and with
speeds between 750
km/s and 800 km/s as
observed by NASA

that aurorae, or
brilliant streaks

of light in the sky,
have been observed
in many countries,
coinciding with the
arrival of the storm

the researchers analyse the
possibility of a strong solar
flare from an active region -
that is, clusters of sunspots -
using a machine learning al-
gorithm which has been de-
veloped in CESSI, IISER Kol-
kata. “This algorithm needs
observations of the sunspot
magnetic fields, from which
we extract various parame-
ters to train the algorithm.
We use data from NASA’s So-
lar Dynamics Observatory,
specifically, the Helioseismic
and Magnetic Imager instru-
ment, for this purpose,” says
Dibyendu Nandi, who, along

Countries’ pledges improve odds of thwarting
global temperature rise by a third

The findings, while optimistic, come amidst the deliberations underway at Glasgow

JACOB KOSHY

How effective are climate
change pledges made by
countries in containing glo-
bal warming? A study pu-
blished Friday in the journal
Science finds that the latest
Nationally Determined Con-
tributions by 120 countries,
as of September 30, improve
the odds of global tempera-
ture rise staying below 2°C
by 34% and below 1.5°C by
1.5%.

By way of comparison,
the 2015 pledges made by
countries at the Paris Agree-
ment promised only a 8%
chance of temperatures stay-
ing below 2°C, and zero—or
no chance—at 1.5°C.

Reaching net zero
If countries were to follow a
more ambitious path beyond

2030, those probabilities
rose to 60% and 11%
respectively.

The findings while opti-
mistic come amidst the de-
liberations underway at

Staying cool: The effort is to have most major economies
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pledge to reach net zero by mid-century. =GerTy imMAGES

Glasgow where the greatest
global effort is underway to
have countries sign on to an
agreement to keep tempera-
tures below 1.5°C and, to this
end, have most major econo-
mies pledge to reach net ze-
ro by mid-century. Net zero
is when a country's emis-
sions are offset by having an
equivalent amount removed
from the atmosphere for ze-
ro emissions in balance.
While countries such as the
United States, the United
Kingdom and the European
Union have committed to a
2050 time line, China—the

world's largest polluter—has
indicated a 2060 timeline
and India-the third lar-
gest—a 2070 timeline.

Only 12 countries have en-
shrined this commitment in
law. These are Germany,
Sweden, Japan, United King-
dom, France, Canada, South
Korea, Spain, Denmark, New
Zealand, Hungary,
Luxembourg.

“We are so much closer to
getting to the 2-degree goal
than six years ago when the
Paris Agreement was first
signed,” said corresponding
author Haewon McJeon, a re-

search scientist at the U.S.
Department of Energy’s Pac-
ific Northwest National Lab-
oratory (PNNL) in a state-
ment. “The wave of
strengthened climate pledg-
es and net-zero targets signif-
icantly increased our chance
of staying under 2 degrees
Celsius. And we practically
ruled out the possibility of
the worst climate outcomes
of 4 degrees or higher.”

However, making the 1.5°
C limit more likely will take
more ambition, cautioned
lead author Yang Ou, a post-
doctoral researcher at the
Joint Global Change Re-
search Institute, a partner-
ship between PNNL and the
University of Maryland.

The researchers relied on
a modelling approach and
used the Global Change Ana-
lysis Model (GCAM) to simu-
late a spectrum of emissions
scenarios. They then eval-
uated the likely temperature
outcomes for those
scenarios.

Several factors influenced

near-term emissions trajec-
tories and long-term climate
outcomes, the authors not-
ed. These include the global
turn away from coal to
technological advances that
made solar panels and elec-
tric vehicles relatively cheap-
er.

Climate change has alrea-
dy caused global tempera-
tures to rise about 1.2°C
above pre-industrial levels.

Warming speeded up

In the past, it has taken thou-
sands of years for tempera-
ture to rise by a few degrees,
and dramatic changes, from
unpredictable swings in In-
dia's monsoon to accelerated
heating of the oceans, are al-
ready occurring as a result of
al.2°Cincrease.

Scientists are calling for
climate change to be limited
as much as possible to avoid
triggering cascading and
compounding “tipping
points” that could limit our
ability to contain global heat-

ing.

with his PhD student Suva-
dip Sinha, developed the al-
gorithm at CESSI.

The second step is esti-
mating the time of arrival on
Earth of coronal mass ejec-
tions and forecasting the ge-
omagnetic storm. The group
uses the near-Sun evolution
of the coronal mass ejections
through European Space
Agency’s SOHO satellite and
NASA's STEREO satellite to
extract their speed. There is
an associated flare, and its
position on the Sun is used to
extract the location of origin
of the CME. The location of
the source of the CME and
the velocity are used as in-
puts by the group in a public-
ly available model widely
called the Drag Based En-
semble Model to calculate
the CME arrival times and
speed.

“This latter step has un-
certainties as the physics of
CME propagation is quite
complex, but this is treated
in a simplified manner in this
model,” explains prof. Nan-
di. “When ISRO’s Aditya-L1
satellite is launched, we
would be receiving similar
data on solar storms from
this observatory,” he adds.

Commenting on the work
done by Prof Nandi and
group, Prof. Banerjee said,
“This is their first compre-
hensive work on this... the

basic physics input and the
model seems to be robust.”

Some have been tweeting
pictures of the aurorae seen
in places such as Alberta in
Canada, and Alaska, to name
just a few.

Prompt arrival

Prof Nandi further said, “Re-
ports are already coming in
which indicate we hit bull’s
eye with the prediction.
Storm arrived within one
hour of our forecast time
with similar speeds to what
we had estimated.” The
group had predicted that the
storm would arrive at 2.14 am
IST on November 4, with a
speed of 768 km/s. The storm
actually arrived with speeds
between 750 km/s and 800
km/s. Further Prof Nandi
said, “Aurorae are being re-
ported from unexpected
countries such as Scotland,
Ireland and states in the U.S.
apart from the high latitude
regions. Now NOAA Space
Weather Prediction Center
[in the U.S.] had upgraded
the information on the geo-
magnetic storm resulting
from the CME impact to be
hazardous.”

While aurorae were ob-
served, we have to await
ground reports to determine
if the storm had hazardous
impacts on technology such
as power grids and so on.

Question Corner

Friendly, forceful,
brisk and bold

Do animals have
personalities?

Among humans, each
individual has a unique
personality, but so far,
scientists have not
ascribed personality
traits, defined as
consistent behaviour
over time, to animals.
But a recent study
(Animal Behaviour) has
been able to document
personality in
golden-mantled ground
squirrels, which are
common across the
western U.S. and parts of
Canada. They found the
squirrels show
personality in four main
personality traits:
boldness,
aggressiveness, activity
level and sociability.
The lead author Jaclyn
Aliperti observed and

recorded squirrel
responses to four tests:
(1) Novel environment:
Squirrels were placed in
an enclosed box with
gridded lines and holes;
(2) Mirror: Squirrels are
presented with their
mirror image, which
they do not recognise as
their own; (3) Flight
initiative: Squirrels were
approached slowly in the
wild to see how long they
wait before running
away, and; (4)
Behaviour-in-trap:
Squirrels were caught,
unharmed, in a simple
trap and their behaviour
briefly observed.
According to a
University of California,
Davis press release, the
study found that bolder
squirrels had larger core
areas where they
concentrated their
activity. Bold, active
squirrels moved faster.
Also, squirrels that were
bolder, more aggressive
and more active had
greater access to
perches, such as rocks.

Readers may send their
questions to
questioncorner@thehindu.co.in

Pandemic far from over, even as global toll crosses five million

Even with large-scale vaccination in many countries, the death rate is witnessing a sudden rise now in Europe and Southeast Asia

R. PRASAD

Nearly 22 months after the
first COVID-19 death of a 61-
year-old man in Wuhan, Chi-
na on January 9, 2020, the to-
tal number of reported
deaths globally has crossed
five million on November 1.
Each week, more than
50,000 people are continu-
ing to die due to COVID-19. At
0.75 million, the U.S. has re-
ported the greatest number
of deaths in the world, fol-
lowed by Brazil (0.6 million),
India (0.45 million), Mexico
(0.28 million) and Russia
(0.23 million).

Effects of vaccination

The speed at which the virus
killed people has decreased a
bit since summer this year —
it took nearly four months to
add another million deaths
after the toll crossed four
million on July 7. This was
despite the Delta variant still
being the dominant strain
globally. The reason: vac-
cines were effective in pre-
venting deaths in many
countries.

The first million deaths
were recorded on September
8, 2020, nearly nine months
after the first death, while
the two-million mark was
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breached three and a half
months later, on January 15,
this year. Three million
deaths were registered in just
three months as on April 17,
while the four-million mark
was crossed on July 7.

Rising trend
Even with large-scale vacci-
nation in many countries,
the death rate is witnessing a
sudden rise now in Europe
and Southeast Asia. In the
last week of October, the
weekly increase in deaths in
European and Southeast
Asian regions has been 14%
and 13%, respectively, as
compared with the previous
week; last week, 56 countries
from all WHO regions report-
ed an increase in COVID-19
deaths of more than 10%.
“The global number of re-
ported cases and deaths
from COVID-19 is now in-
creasing for the first time in
two months,” the WHO Di-
rector-General Tedros Adha-
nom Ghebreyesus said on
October 28. “It’s another re-
minder that the COVID-19
pandemic is far from over.”
The increase in deaths
across the world is due to in-
equitable distribution of vac-
cines to many low- and mid-
dle-income countries and
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vaccine hesitancy in those
countries where vaccines are
available in plenty. Accord-
ing to the WHO chief, 30
times more vaccines have
been administered in high-
income countries than low-
income countries.

“Since the first COVID-19
vaccines were authorised for
use, more people have died
from COVID-19 than before
they were available. That’s
because Delta is a more for-
midable foe and because far
too many people globally ha-
ven't had access to vaccines
that could have saved their
lives,” former Director of
CDC Dr. Tom Frieden said in
atweet.

According to a BMJ News,
“only 1.3% of people in low
income countries have re-
ceived their jabs. Seventy
countries have yet to vacci-
nate 10% of their popula-
tions, and 30 countries — in-
cluding much of Africa —
have vaccinated fewer than
2%. In Latin America, only
one in four of the population
has received a dose of covid
vaccine.” The reason: despite
the WHO extending the mo-
ratorium on booster doses
till the end of the year, to en-
able every country to vacci-
nate at least 40% of its popu-

lation, vaccine
continues to persist.

Reacting to five million
COVID-19 deaths, WHO’s
Chief Scientist Dr. Soumya
Swaminathan tweeted the
gross undercounting of
deaths globally: “Grim statis-
tic. WHO estimates the real
number of deaths closer to 15
million.” The WHO Chief too
mentioned about the under-
counting of COVID-19 deaths.
“More than five million
deaths have now been re-
ported, and we know the real
number is higher,” said Dr.
Tedros.

The actual global toll
could be twice the reported
figure, Dr. Denis Nash, an
epidemiologist at the City
University of New York Grad-
uate School of Public Health
and Health Policy told The
New York Times.

Two researchers — Ariel
Karlinsky from Hebrew Un-
iversity, Jerusalem, Israel,
and Dmitry Kobak from the
University of Tiibingen, Ger-
many — have compiled the
World Mortality Dataset
which contains all-cause
mortality data from over 100
countries to specifically track
excess mortality during the
pandemic.

Based on data available in

inequity
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the World Mortality Dataset,
a team of researchers calcu-
lated the excess deaths in 103
countries during the pan-
demic period; the results are
published in eLife.

Gross underreporting
The authors estimate that
several of the worst affected
countries such as Peru, Ecua-
dor, Bolivia and Mexico have
excess deaths more than
50% above the expected an-
nual mortality rate. In the
case of Nicaragua, Belarus,
Egypt and Uzbekistan, the
underreporting of deaths is
more than 10 times.

In the case of India, the
underreporting of COVID-19
deaths is estimated to be

Virus dynamics: The virus' speed has decreased a bit since
summer, despite dominance of the Delta variant. =cetty maces

huge. Based on the Civil Re-
gistration System (CRS) data
from eight States, The Hindu
has estimated excess deaths
during the pandemic to be
8.22 times the recorded CO-
VID-19 deaths toll; in abso-
lute numbers that figure will
be 3.78 million excess
deaths. All excess deaths
may not be due to COVID-19,
but during a pandemic, a
bulk of them could be due to
it. This “figure will rank [In-
dia] the highest among na-
tions with the most recorded
fatalities due to the virus”.
Based on all-cause mortal-
ity data from civil registra-
tion systems of 12 Indian
States comprising around
60% of the national popula-

tion, Murad Banaji from Mid-
dlesex University London
and Aashish Gupta from Har-
vard University have estimat-
ed the excess deaths in India
to be “around 8-10 times” the
officially recorded deaths.
The results have been posted
on a preprint server medRxiv
on October 1. Preprints are
yet to be peer-reviewed.

Antiviral drugs

On November 4, the fight
against COVID-19 to reduce
the number of deaths got
another booster shot with
Britain’s drug regulator
MHRA recommending the
drug, molnupiravir, for use
in adults with mild to moder-
ate COVID-19 and at least one
risk factor for developing
severe illness, such as obesi-
ty, older age (over 60 years),
diabetes, or heart disease.
The oral drug can be taken at
home as soon as possible fol-
lowing a positive COVID-19
test and within five days of
the onset of symptoms.

In addition to entering in-
to agreements with several
governments to supply the
drug, the company has en-
tered into a licensing agree-
ment with the Medicines Pa-
tent Pool to make the drug
widely accessible to low- and
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middle-income  countries
(LMIC). It has also entered in-
to non-exclusive voluntary li-
censing agreements with
eight Indian generic manu-
facturers to accelerate availa-
bility of molnupiravir in
more than 100 LMICs, the re-
lease says.

Meanwhile, on November
5, Pfizer announced via a
press release that its oral an-
tiviral PAXLOVID showed
89% efficacy in reducing the
risk of hospitalisation or
death in non-hospitalised
settings in high-risk adults
with COVID-19 when treat-
ment was started within
three days of symptom on-
set. In the phase-2/3 trial,
through day 28, no deaths
were reported in patients
who received the drug while
10 deaths were recorded
among patients who got a
placebo. Similar results were
seen when treatment was
started within five days of
symptom onset. Due to
“overwhelming efficacy de-
monstrated”, the trial was
stopped midway.

Pfizer “plans to submit the
data as part of its ongoing
rolling submission to the
FDA for emergency use auth-
orization as soon as possi-
ble”, the release said.
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Appeal likely: The court said the Act was unconstitutional
because the Assembly had no legislative competence
to pass the law on the date of the enactment.

Reservation on quota

Why did the Madras High Court
invalidate the separate reservation of
10.5% for the Vanniyar community?

K. VENKATARAMANAN

The story so far: On November 1, the Madras High
Court declared unconstitutional a Tamil Nadu
government law, enacted in February 2021 when the
ATADMK was in power, that reserved 10.5% of jobs in
public services and seats in educational institutions for
the Vanniyars, a most backward community. The
demand for an exclusive quota for the community has
been spearheaded for long by the Pattali Makkal Katchi.

What was the reservation eligibility of Vanniyars
prior to being given a separate quota?

B The Vanniyars were in the backward classes list for
many years. The community, constituting a significant
percentage in the State’s northern districts, consists
predominantly of agricultural labourers. In 1987, the
Vanniyar Sangham launched an agitation demanding
20% separate reservation. In 1989, the demand was
partially conceded. The BC quota was then at 50%. This
was sub-divided and a 20% segment was earmarked for
‘Most Backward Classes and Denotified Communities’.
The Vanniyars were included in the Most Backward
Classes list. The expectation was that they would be the
principal beneficiaries in this 20% segment, though 109
other castes were in the MBC/DNC category (The
number has risen to 116 now). The Vanniyars have been
arguing that they are still not getting enough
opportunities in proportion to their population.

How was the separate reservation implemented?

B On February 26, 2021, the Assembly passed a special
Act which divided the ‘Most Backward
Classes/Denotified Communities’ category into three
parts. Of the total, the largest share of 10.5% was
specified as exclusive to the Vanniyakula Kshatriya and
its various sub-castes. The DNC sub-division was to have
7%, while the remaining 2.5% was meant for the rest of
the MBCs. The primary justification for the percentage
was that the Second Backward Class Commission had
put the Vanniyar population at 65 lakh in 1983, or 13.01%
of the then total population. In 2012, the then chairman
of the State Backward Class Commission recommended
that based on this figure, reservation of 10.5% would be
appropriate for the Vanniyars. Therefore, it was decided
to make this internal reservation within the MBC quota.
However, critics say the Commission chairman’s opinion
was not supported by the other members and was,
therefore, not acted upon all these years.

What were the reasons for the court’s judgment?

B The exclusive quota for one community was criticised
on the ground that it was done with an eye on the
Assembly election. It was also contended that the
government acted hastily as it had only a couple of
months earlier appointed a commission under a retired
High Court judge to compile quantifiable data on all
castes so that the State could justify its 69% total
reservation, but did not wait for its report. The Bench of
Justices M. Duraiswamy and K. Murali Shankar ruled that
the Act was unconstitutional mainly on the ground that
the Assembly had no legislative competence to pass the
law on the date of the enactment. This was because the
102nd Amendment to the Constitution (which created
the National Backward Class Commission and
empowered the President to notify the backward classes
list for each State) was in force in February 2021. The
Supreme Court had ruled, again in the Maratha
reservation case, that the Amendment took away the
power of the States to notify or identify OBCs. Later, the
105th Amendment made it explicit that the States could
make changes in their lists.

The other ground was that the separate reservation
for one caste amounted to discrimination against all the
other castes in the same MBC category. Further, the State
had produced no quantifiable data to back its claim that
the Vanniyars were so far behind the other communities
in the list that they deserved exclusive treatment. In the
absence of such data, it amounted to legislation solely on
the ground of caste, and not because members of that
caste constituted a separate class.

What are the effects of the verdict?

B Being a politically sensitive matter involving a restive
community, the State government is planning to appeal
to the Supreme Court. Whether the same quota will be
upheld without quantifiable data is a moot question. The
judgment also contains a finding that any law making
changes to the distribution of quotas under various
categories would require an amendment to the State’s
1994 Act protecting the overall reservation level. As that
Act contains quotas allotted to the SC, ST, BC and
MBC/DNC categories, any change would require an
amendment to that law, as well as the President’s assent.
This may create some complications to the existing
internal quotas given to the Backward Class (Muslims),
who have 2.5% reservation, and the Arundhatiyars, who
have a 3% sub-quota among the Scheduled Castes. Both
these categories were created by stand-alone laws that
only got the Governor’s assent. The High Court had
mentioned that these two quotas were backed by census
data and valid recommendations, but it did not consider
the question whether their introduction without an
amendment to the 1994 Act or the President’s assent was
valid.
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Why has it stayed away from both
the methane pledge and the forest
conservation declaration at Glasgow?

JACOB KOSHY

The story so far: At the ongoing UN Climate Change
Conference (the 26th Conference of Parties-COP26) in
Glasgow, the United States and the European Union have
jointly pledged to cut emissions of the greenhouse gas
methane by 2030. They plan to cut down emissions by
30% compared with the 2020 levels. At least 90 countries
have signed the Global Methane Pledge, with India and
China abstaining so far. Separately, 133 countries have
signed a Glasgow Leaders’ Declaration on Forests and
Land Use — a declaration initiated by the United Kingdom
to “halt deforestation” and land degradation by 2030.
China, too, is a signatory to this but India has stayed out.

Why is methane potent as a greenhouse gas?

B Methane accounts for about a fifth of global
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and is about 25 times as
potent as carbon dioxide in trapping heat in the
atmosphere. In the last two centuries, methane
concentrations in the atmosphere have more than
doubled, mainly due to human-related activities. Because
methane is short-lived, compared with carbon dioxide,
but at the same time potent, the logic is that removing it
would have a significant positive impact. Methane is
emitted from a variety of anthropogenic
(human-influenced) and natural sources. The human
sources include landfills, oil and natural gas systems,
agricultural activities as well as livestock rearing, coal
mining, stationary and mobile combustion, wastewater
treatment, and certain industrial processes. Sources of
methane can be harnessed for energy and in principle
reduce dependence on energy sources that emit high
carbon dioxide but the lack of incentives and efficient
energy markets to realise this is an impediment to
curtailing methane emissions.

Why hasn’t India signed the pledge?

B India is the third largest emitter of methane, primarily
because of the size of its rural economy and by virtue of
having the largest cattle population. India has stated
earlier that it plans to deploy technology and capture
methane that can be used as a source of energy. In a
communication to the United Nations Framework
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A milestone: The U.S. and the EU have pledged to cut methane emissions by 30% compared with the 2020 levels. In
California, 35,000 oil and gas wells sit idle. Many of them are unplugged and could leak methane. =arp

Convention on Climate Change, India said approximately
20% of its anthropogenic methane emissions come from
agriculture (manure management), coal mines, municipal
solid waste, and natural gas and oil systems. To tap into
this “potential,” the Ministry of New and Renewable
Energy (MNRE) claims to have invested heavily in a
national strategy to increase biogas production and
reduce methane emissions. “The biogas strategy includes
many policy initiatives, capacity-building, and
public-private partnerships. In addition to promoting
biogas development, the strategy supports goals for
sustainable development, sanitation improvements, and
increased generation of renewable energy,” the MNRE
notes.

What does the Glasgow Declaration on
forest and land use entail?

B The Glasgow Declaration was signed by 133 countries,
which represent 90% of the globe’s forested land. The
declaration is also backed by a $19-billion commitment,
though whether this translates into legally binding flows
remains to be seen. The Glasgow Declaration is a
successor to a failed 2014 New York Declaration for
Forests — that for a while saw significant global traction —
and promised to reduce emissions from deforestation by
15%-20% by 2020 and end it by 2030. However,

deforestation has only increased, and is responsible for
about 20% of the total carbon emissions. One of the goals
of the pledge, to halt deforestation, is to ensure that
natural forests aren’t cleared out for commercial
plantations. It also aims to halt industrial logging, though
several independent estimates say the demand for wood
pellets, which stokes deforestation, is only expected to
increase. Finally, the declaration seeks to strengthen the
rights of indigenous tribes and communities to
forestland.

Why hasn’t India signed up?

B There is again no official reason accorded but reports
suggest that Indian officials are unhappy with the
wording that suggests meeting the obligations under the
pledge could also mean restrictions in international
trade. That is unacceptable, they say, as trade falls under
the ambit of the World Trade Organization, of which
India is a member. India is also mulling changes to its
forest conservation laws that seek to encourage
commercial tree plantation as well as infrastructure
development in forestland. India’s long-term target is to
have a third of its area under forest and tree cover, but it
is so far 22%. It also proposes to create a carbon sink, via
forests and plantations, to absorb 2.5-3 billion tonnes of
carbon dioxide.

Why is Delhi holding an NSA meet on Afghanistan?

What are the reasons for Pakistan to reject India’s invite to a regional national security advisers’ conference?

SUHASINI HAIDAR

The story so far: Nearly three months after the Taliban
takeover of Kabul, National Security Adviser Ajit Doval will
host a meeting of NSAs in the neighbourhood (including
Russia) on November 10 to discuss Afghanistan’s future
and how to deal with threats to security emanating from
developments there. The exercise is to reaffirm the con-
sensus that after the pull-out of the U.S. and NATO troops
from Afghanistan, solutions to the crisis in Afghanistan
must come from the region itself.

Who all have been invited?

M Invitations went out to Mr. Doval’s counterparts in Chi-
na, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Russia, Tajikis-
tan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. Confirmations have
been received from all but China and Pakistan, and while
Indian officials are still hopeful of Chinese Minister for
State Security Chen Wenging or another security official
attending the conference virtually, Pakistan’s NSA Moeed
Yusuf has said he will not attend the conference, a decision
that government sources have called “unfortunate”.

What is on the agenda?

B The conference, which is part of a format held in Iran in
September 2018 and December 2019, is expected to seek a
common understanding of how to approach the Taliban
regime, especially on seeking an inclusive government in
Afghanistan, with rights for women and minorities. While
no country has yet recognised the acting Taliban regime
headed by “Prime Minister” Hasan Akhund, all of the na-
tions involved, including India, are engaging Taliban offi-
cials at different levels. China, Iran, Pakistan and Russia
have even kept their embassies in Kabul open, while Cen-
tral Asian countries have exchanged delegations for official
meetings with the Taliban regime. India also hopes to fo-

Hopes dashed: Pakistan's NSA Moeed Yusuf has said he
will not attend the conference. =TwiTTer

cus on the triple common threats to neighbours emanating
from the Taliban takeover: an uptick in terror groups oper-
ating within Afghanistan, an increase in drug-trafficking,
and an inflow of refugees due to the humanitarian crisis
unfolding there. India has also been involved in projects of
connectivity to Afghanistan and Central Asia, including
the Chabahar port project in Iran and the Turkmenistan-
Afghanistan-Pakistan-India gas pipeline, and the confe-
rence will be closely watched for any outcome on taking
these projects further with the new regime in Kabul.
Finally, New Delhi wants to establish that despite its op-
position to the Taliban regime supplanting the democrati-
cally elected Ashraf Ghani government, it remains an im-
portant figure in Afghanistan’s future as a development,
aid and trade partner and a historical builder of connectiv-
ity infrastructure. In the past, many discussion formats on
Afghanistan have not included India, ostensibly at Pakis-
tan’s behest, like the ‘Troika Plus’ talks of China-Russia-
U.S.-Pakistan held over two years, Iran’s Neighbourhood
Foreign Ministers’ track on Afghanistan held on October
27 and regional meetings held by Pakistan’s Foreign Minis-
ter and NSA in the past few months. The meeting in Delhi

will seek to project India as a necessary part of these dia-
logues. In doing so, New Delhi also re-enforces its claims as
a “boundary neighbour”, given that Afghanistan abuts Pa-
kistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK).

Why was Pakistan invited?

B Relations between New Delhi and Islamabad have been
on a downward spiral for some years now, and formal con-
tacts have broken down after 2019 events, including the
Pulwama attack, the Balakot strikes and the government’s
restructuring of Jammu and Kashmir. India has long held
that it is Pakistan’s “pernicious” influence and support to
terror groups that are the real reason for Afghanistan’s in-
stability and violence, and at the UNGA in September ac-
cused Pakistan of being an “arsonist disguised as a fire-
fighter” in Afghanistan. However, Mr. Doval has reportedly
been involved in back-channel talks with Pakistani securi-
ty and military officials over the past two years, which led
to the Line of Control ceasefire in February 2021. It was
perhaps thought that a security conference of neighbours
on Afghanistan should see Pakistani participation as well.
The Narendra Modi government has attended several con-
ferences on regional security and Afghanistan in particular
where Pakistani officials have been present, including at
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation meet, Moscow
Format, and Central Asia-South Asia dialogue in Tashkent.
Earlier this year, India sent a three-member team to the
SCO-Regional Anti-Terrorism Structure (RATS) meeting in
Pakistan.

Rejecting the invitation, Mr. Yusuf accused India of be-
ing a “spoiler” in Afghanistan, adding that a “spoiler can-
not play peacemaker”. However, it is Pakistan that appears
to have played spoiler at the NSA conference, according to
Indian officials, by rejecting the invitation and refusing to
respond to an Indian request to allow humanitarian aid of
wheat and medicines by road from Wagah to Torkham to
help Afghans in dire need.

How has RBI tweaked Prompt Corrective Action norms for banks?

What will commercial banks under scrutiny need to do to get out of the restrictions imposed by the central bank?

K. BHARAT KUMAR

The story so far: The RBI issued a notification on
November 2 revising norms for commercial banks to be
placed under the regulator’s Prompt Corrective Action
(PCA) framework should any of their key metrics fall out
of line. The revision takes effect from January 1, 2022.

What is the purpose of the PCA framework?

M In the RBI’s own words, “The objective of the PCA
framework is to enable supervisory intervention at
appropriate time and require the supervised entity to
initiate and implement remedial measures in a timely
manner so as to restore its financial health. The PCA
framework is also intended to act as a tool for effective
market discipline. The PCA framework does not preclude
the Reserve Bank of India from taking any other action as
it deems fit at any time, in addition to the corrective
actions prescribed in the framework”. In the last almost
two decades — the PCA was first notified in December
2002 — several banks have been placed under the
framework, with their operations restricted. In 2021, UCO
Bank, IDBI Bank and Indian Overseas Bank exited the
framework on improved performance. Only Central Bank
of India remains under it now.

What are banks measured on?

W As per the revised PCA norms issued in 2017, banks
were to be evaluated on capital, asset quality, profitability

and leverage. The capital
adequacy ratio governs the
capital that a bank ought to
hold as a percentage of its
total assets. If the ratio is
prescribed as 11.5%, a bank
must bring its own capital of
Z11.50 for every 100 it
intends to lend. The
adequacy measure includes
buffers such as the capital
conservation buffer (2.5%),
which may be used to shore
up capital in good times, but which may be relaxed to
encourage further lending during economic crises. Asset
quality tells us what portion of the loans is unlikely to be
paid back, reflected in the net non-performing asset ratio
—i.e., the portion of total advances tagged
‘non-performing’, after the provisioning for bad loans.
Return on assets (RoA) measures profitability, derived
from net income (profit) as a percentage of total assets.
The leverage ratio shows how much a lender has
stretched itself in borrowing funds to generate income.
The more the leverage, the riskier the turf on which the
lender stands.

What curbs do bank face under the PCA?

Since the framework
was first notified in
December 2002,
several banks have
been placed under it,
with their operations
restricted, and have
exited it on improved
performance
[ ]

B Banks move from risk thresholds 1 through 3 with
increasing restrictions if they are unable to arrest
deterioration. First, banks face curbs on dividend
distribution/remittance of profits. For foreign banks,

promoters are to bring in capital. In the second category,
banks additionally face curbs on branch expansion. In the
final category, the bank additionally faces restrictions on
capital expenditure with some exemptions. The RBI also
has the option of discretionary actions across strategy,
governance, credit risk, market risk and human
resources.

What has changed?

B The notification has removed return on assets as an
indicator to qualify for PCA. Further, the 2017 notification
applied to scheduled commercial banks but excluded
Regional Rural Banks from its purview, while the 2021
version excludes Small Finance Banks and Payment
Banks too. In the latest set of rules, the RBI has clearly
spelt out that exit from the PCA would be based on four
continuous quarterly results, with one being Audited
Annual Financial Statement as per the new framework
apart from Supervisory Comfort of RBI, assessment on
sustainability of profitability.

The risk threshold 3 has been further refined for
capital adequacy conditions. It is unclear why the RBI
chose to remove the RoA metric. One view in the financial
sector is that RoA ought to have been retained as it
indicates business performance. Another view is that the
RBI oughtn’t to monitor RoA — and that profitability is the
bank’s and its shareholders’ lookout. Controls over
capital adequacy indirectly include profitability. After all,
retained profits become reserves that help shore up

capital.
) A ND-NDE
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TPLF

Rise, fall an
return of
Tigrayan rebels

The paramilitary group from Tigray, which
suffered a military setback last year after PM Abiy
Ahmed ordered a campaign, has made up lost
ground and is preparing to attack Addis Ababa

STANLY JOHNY

hen Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed or-
dered a military

operation in Ethiopia’s
northern Tigray region in

paramilitary
party,

In Focus November 2020, he pro-
« Formed in mised that it would be a
the short one. The trigger was a
mid-1970s, military raid carried out by
the TPLF rose  the Tigray People’s Libera-
as an ethno- tion Front (TPLF), an ethno-
nationalist nationalist

group of L

Tigrayans group-cum-political

against the on a camp of federal soldiers.
Derg, the Ayear later, the TPLF has not
Marxist only recaptured Tigray but
military

dictatorship

=|n 1991, a
TPLF-led
coalition
toppled the
military
regime and
established a
transition
government.
The coalition
would stay in
power until
the rise of

Abiy Ahmed

= Now, the
TPLF, which
controls
Tigray, has
joined forces
with eight
other
opposition
groups to
oust the
government

of Abiy

also moved south, towards
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia’s capi-
tal that hosts the headquar-
ters of the African Union. On
November 5, the TPLF and
eight other opposition
groups, including the Oromo
Liberation Army, formed an
alliance, the United Front of
Ethiopian Federalist and
Confederalist Force, to oust
Mr. Abiy’s government. Un-
der pressure, Mr. Abiy has
declared a nationwide state
of emergency and asked citi-
zens to take up arms and join
the fight against the rebels.
Mr. Abiy seemed to have
underestimated the rebels
when he launched the war.
The TPLF, which fought the
military dictatorship in the
1970s and 1980s and headed
the country’s ruling coalition
from 1991 to 2018, has been
one of the most powerful
political forces in Ethiopia.
Formed in the mid-1970s, the

grayans against the Derg, the
Marxist military dictatorship
of Mengistu Haile Mariam. In
the 1970s, the TPLF, aligned
with the Eritrean People’s
Liberation Front (Eritrea was
then part of Ethiopia), fought
against the Derg. Founded by
11 guerillas, the TPLF had
some 2,000 fighters by 1978,
according to CIA estimates.
In the 1980s, with support
from the local people, it grew
as the most formidable mili-
tary opponent of the Derg.
When Ethiopia fell into a dis-
astrous famine in 1983-85,
the TPLF was in the forefront
of humanitarian works in Ti-
gray, collaborating with in-
ternational agencies, while at
the same time, turning up
the political and military
heat on the Derg.

New rulers

When the dictatorship of
Mengistu collapsed in 1991,
TPLF guerrillas were wel-
comed in Addis Ababa as he-
roes. Ever since, the TPLF-
led coalition, the Ethiopian
People's Revolutionary De-
mocratic Front (EPRDF),
ruled the country through a
mix of federalism and auth-
oritarianism. Ethiopia is a
confederation of 10 provinc-
es, which are largely divided
on ethnic lines. The Oromos
and the Ambharas, who to-
gether make up more than
60% of the population, are
the country’s two largest eth-
nic groups. The Tigrayans,
who constitute the core of

7% of Ethiopia’s 115 million
people.

Under the new system, lo-
cal parties had some autono-
my in the regions. At the fed-
eral level, the EPRDF
maintained its political mo-
nopoly. Meles Zenawi, the
charismatic TPLF leader who
became Ethiopia’s President
in 1991 and then Prime Minis-
ter in 1994 under the new
Constitution, oversaw the
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country’s transition from the
military dictatorship to what
he called “ethnic federal-
ism”. Under Zenawi’s rule,
Ethiopia found relative peace
with itself and started a tra-
jectory of economic moder-
nisation and growth. This
was the period when Africa’s
second most populous coun-
try demonstrated signs of
economic transformation
and political stability at
home, even as it was fighting
a brutal border war with Eri-
trea.

As a leader who founded

military regime, Zenawi en-
joyed popularity across re-

gions and commanded loyal-
ty within the ruling coalition.
He built a state whose levers
were controlled by the TPLF
and yet he could keep his
coalition intact. After Zena-
wi’s death in 2012, the ethnic
and political contradictions
started resurfacing. His suc-
cessor, Hailemariam Desa-
legn, found himself helpless
as ethnic rebellions, especial-
ly by Amhara and Oromo
groups, intensified, challeng-
ing the federal authority. It
was against this background
that the EPRDF picked Mr.
Abiy to lead the government
in 2018. An ethnic Oromo,
the challenge before Mr. Abiy
was to calm the ethnic
nerves, ensure unity among
the ruling elite and put the
country back on the track of
growth and stability.

Mr. Abiy was initially wel-
comed as a reformer. He lift-
ed the state of emergency,
granted amnesty to thou-
sands of political prisoners,
lifted curbs on the media, le-
galised banned political out-
fits and dismissed military
and civilian leaders who
were facing allegations of
corruption and other wrong-
doing. He promised to
strengthen “Ethiopia’s de-
mocracy” by holding free

trea, ended the

war, which be-

gan in 1998, and

reached a final settle-

ment. His reforms and
peace-making earned him in-
ternational recognition, in-
cluding the 2019 Nobel Peace
Prize.

Domestic angle

But most of Mr. Abiy’s reform
measures had a domestic
political angle. The political
prisoners he released had
been detained by the TPLF
regime. Most of the leaders
arrested or sacked were the
TPLF’s old hands. Eritrea
shares a long border with the
Tigray region and the TPLF
sees Eritrea’s ruling party as
a sworn enemy. When Mr.
Abiy mobilised power in
hands through a host of polit-
ical moves, the TPLF got si-
delined. Mr. Abiy’s decision
to dissolve the EPRDF, the
TPLF-led coalition, and float
a new party, Prosperity Par-
ty, practically ended the
TPLF’s reign in Addis Ababa.
The TPLF leadership, includ-
ing former Deputy Prime Mi-
nister Debretsion Gebremi-
chael, retreated to Tigray.
The party has a 12-member
executive committee, com-

many veterans of the 1980s
civil war. All of them are
based in Tigray.

When Mr. Abiy decided to
postpone elections in Sep-
tember 2020, citing CO-
VID-19, the TPLF called it a
coup, and went ahead with
regional polls in Tigray, in
defiance of the federal go-
vernment. In November, the
TPLF says, the government
sent troops to the borders of
Tigray for an attack and that
the rebels carried out a pre-
emptive raid, following
which Mr. Abiy declared his
war on Tigray. Later, the fed-
eral government labelled the
TPLF a terrorist organisa-
tion. Clearly, Mr. Abiy want-
ed to finish the TPLF as a pol-
itical force.

But it was easier hoped
than done. Having been in
power for 30 years, the TPLF
had built a national defence
force with a sizeable number
of Tigray men. The war had
created fissures in the mili-
tary. To overcome this inter-
nal weakness, Mr. Abiy
sought help from ethnic mili-
tias as well as the Eritrean ar-
my. They ran over Tigray
within a month and captured
most of the region, including
its capital Mekele. On No-
vember 28, 2020, Mr. Abiy
announced that “major mili-
tary operations were com-

For the TPLF, the moun-
tainous region of Tigray is its
home. The mountains pro-
tected them in the 1970s and
the 1980s from the wrath of
the Derg. Once again, they
regrouped in the mountains
and struck back. By June, the
rebels inflicted a humiliating
defeat on the government
troops, who had to withdraw
from Tigray. And then, the
TPLF has moved further
south, seizing more territo-
ries in neighbouring regions.

Mr. Abiy is now on the
back foot. He wanted to
crush the TPLF, but in
course, he pushed the whole
country into a civil war. His
troops and military allies, as
well as the TPLF, face allega-
tions of war crimes. There
are reports of Tigrayans be-
ing rounded up by federal
police and troops in Addis
Ababa and elsewhere. Ti-
gray, whose supplies and
economic aid have been cut
off by the federal govern-
ment, is on the brink of a fa-
mine. Still, both sides refuse
to talk. Already facing a cred-
ibility crisis and faced with
not many good options, Mr.
Abiy says he will “bury this
enemy with our blood and
bones”. The “enemy”, on the
other side, faces little pres-
sure to hold talks after the re-
cent military victories. A big-

TPLF rose as a leftist ethno-
group of Ti-

nationalist

PENG SHUAI

the TPLF, are the third-lar-
gest group, making up some

Breaking the silence

the EPRDF and led the rebel-
lion that brought down the

The Chinese tennis star has accused a senior party leader of sexual assault

ANANTH KRISHNAN

or more than a de-
F cade, 35-year-old Peng

Shuai has been a hou-
sehold name in China.

Ms. Peng is today argua-
bly one of the country’s
most well-known tennis
players of all time, perhaps
dwarfed in the fame stakes
only by Li Na, the former
world number two and win-
ner of two singles Grand
Slams.

Ms. Peng became a na-
tional icon for her exploits
in doubles, becoming the
most decorated Chinese ath-
lete in that format. Partner-
ing with Taiwan’s Hsieh Su-
wei, Ms. Peng’s two Grand
Slam wins, at Wimbledon in
2013 and at the French Open
the following year, were
widely celebrated in her
home country. (Her compa-
triots Zheng Jie and Yan Zi
have also won two doubles
slams.)

Despite all her success on
court, Ms. Peng maintained
a very low profile off it.
Which is why the revela-
tions of this past week
shocked her country — at
least, until the ruling Com-
munist Party of China’s cen-
sors began working over-
time to delete every morsel
of information related to Ms.
Peng. On the night of No-
vember 2, Ms. Peng sent out
a message on Sina Weibo,
the Twitter-like social media
site used in China, saying
she had been sexually as-
saulted by senior Party lead-
er and former Vice Premier
Zhang Gaoli. In an emotion-
al post, she detailed how 10

CcM
K

years ago, when she was 25,
Mr. Zhang, then 65, and his
wife, had invited her home
before he assaulted her. She
then narrated how they had
subsequently begun a years-
long affair, until Mr. Zhang
broke it off when he was
promoted to the party’s top
body in 2012, the Politburo
Standing Committee. He
resumed the affair three
years ago, when, Ms. Peng
said, he again forced her to
have sex, while his wife was
guarding the door.

‘I will tell the truth’

She said in the message she
had no evidence for her
claims, but added she was
determined to tell the truth.
“Even if it is only me, like an
egg dashing against a rock
or a moth towards the flame
seeking self-destruction, I
will tell the truth about
you.” Her note was censored
half an hour after it was pu-
blished, but by the following
day, it had become a huge
talking point regardless of a
mammoth censorship effort

»
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that blocked all searches of
Ms. Peng’s name (even
searches for “tennis” were,
for a while, blocked). As the
China Digital Times noted,
the post was “only shared
1,000 times in the 34 mi-
nutes that it was uncen-
sored, but after it was delet-
ed, it was searched for
6,749,000 times”. Screen-
shots were shared by Inter-
net users. When those were
blocked, inverted screen-
shots were posted to evade
Censors.

Born in the south-central
province of Hunan, Ms.
Peng rose quickly up the
ranks of China’s youth ten-
nis circuit. Aged 18, she
qualified for the U.S. Open
for the first time. The follow-
ing year, she made her first
WTA Tour semi-final in an
event in Sydney.

In 2011, the year she said
she first met Mr. Zhang, Ms.
Peng reached a career high
world rank of 14 in women’s
singles. Three years later
came her biggest break-
through, winning the dou-

bles in Wimbledon with Ms.
Hsieh from Taiwan, with
whom she struck up a suc-
cessful partnership, win-
ning the French Open the
following year. (Ms. Peng
would also team up occa-
sionally with India’s Sania
Mirza. In 2018 came the low-
est point in her career when
she faced a ban for attempt-
ing to dump her Wimbledon
partner at the 11th hour to
team up with Ms. Mirza. She
was accused of breaching
anti-corruption rules and
“using coercion” by offering
money to her already regis-
tered partner.)

Lu Pin, a Chinese feminist
activist who is editor of Fe-
minist Voices, observed on
Twitter that Ms. Peng’s reve-
lations this week had struck
a chord among many young
women, an all-too-familiar
tale of exploitation by men
in power who usually got
away with doing so.

As Ms. Lu notes, if Ms.
Peng was not explicitly con-
nected with the “Me Too”
movement, her decision to
speak out will “create a rip-
ple effect” and “powerfully
shake up many others in so-
ciety”. This is why the auth-
orities have already sought
to silence her.

“This is not about an af-
fair, it is violence,” Ms. Lu
observed. “It is truly heart-
breaking to see that, Peng
Shuai, a most outstanding
and independent Chinese
woman, still has this expe-
rience. A lesson for us is
rights do not come with
your career or economic
status. Rights come with us
fighting for them.”

and fair elections. PM Abiy
also resumed talks with Eri-

prising politicians,
logues and security czars,

ideo-
from over.

IMPERIAL HOUSE OF JAPAN

A marriage made on earth

pleted”. But the war was far

ger conflict seems to be

brewing up in Ethiopia.

Princess Mako was stripped of her royal status after marrying a commoner

SRINIVASAN RAMANI

lic standing, the mar-

riage between two
thirty-year-olds, Mako and
Kei Komuro, would have the
fairy tale culmination of a
long period of courtship and
romance. But in Japan
where even if the monarchy
is constitutionally “sym-
bolic”, Princess Mako’s wed-
ding to the “commoner”
Komuro was not just any
love story. Princess Mako is
the eldest daughter of the
Crown Prince Akishino and
the niece of Emperor
Naruhito.

Japan’s tryst with mod-
ernity and technology has
not resulted in substantive
gender equality, and patri-
archy reigns supreme even
in its sophisticated and
highly industrialised eco-
nomy. Symbolising this pat-
riarchal setting is the “re-
formed monarchy”, which
is subject to the 1947 Imper-
ial Household Law, which
restricts succession to “le-
gitimate-born sons, grand-
sons and male line descend-
ants of an Emperor” and
women in the family who
marry commoners —are
stripped of their royal
status.

None of this prevented
the now newly christened
Mako Komuro from pro-
ceeding with her wedding
that occurred on October
26, but a controversy almost
derailed the marriage. Mr.
Komuro’s mother had been
embroiled in a financial con-
troversy with her former
fiancé, with the man claim-

If shorn of titles and pub-

ing that he had financed Mr.
Komuro’s education while
his mother considered it a
gift. This brought undue
scrutiny over the princess’
choice of her fiancé. The
princess finally went ahead
with her wedding, four
years after her engagement,
by forgoing a dowry worth
¥152.5 million.

The royal family in Japan
is currently headed by Em-
peror Naruhito, who suc-
ceeded his father Akihito
who abdicated in 2019. With
the law limiting successors
only to male descendants,
the only two possible suc-
cessors are Akishino (the
Emperor’s brother) and his
teenage son Prince Hisahito.

Undue pressure

This situation has put undue
pressure on the women in
the family to bear “male
heirs” even as the Japanese
Parliament, the Diet, passed
a law in 2017 encouraging
the possibility of allowing
women born in the royal
family to retain their imper-

ial status after
marrying.

The drama surrounding
the potential succession in
the Imperial House is ironic-
ally converse to the institu-
tion’s role in post-War Ja-
pan. Under both Emperor
Akihito and his son
Naruhito, the monarchy
sought to undo the excesses
of the pre-war and war
period and to keenly ob-
serve the constitutional
mandate of a symbolic insti-
tution committed to the
unity of Japan. The former
emperor Akihito, in particu-
lar, sought to promote the
values of pacifism, develop-
ment, internationalism and
democracy. Akihito’s tenure
was marked by a clear indic-
ation of the Imperial House
seeking to emulate the role
of the British monarchy in
its political system.

This reform was partly a
result of design — an out-
come of the new Constitu-
tion that was created with
American pressure during
the Allied occupation of Ja-

»

even

pan after its defeat in the
Second World War — and
partly a result of sui generis
reform by the royalty. The
outcomes of the war — the
devastation of several cities,
including Hiroshima and
Nagasaki due to the drop-
ping of the nuclear bombs
by the U.S.— led to a re-eval-
uation of the role of the
monarchy, which, despite
its unpopularity in the im-
mediate post-War period,
survived and changed its
emphasis to a symbolic sov-
ereign power.

Kenneth Ruoff, a pro-
fessor of modern Japanese
history at Portland State
University, told The Japan
Times that Princess Mako’s
marriage is a warning sign
that could indicate that the
imperial system is in a crisis,
as it puts undue pressure on
the only unmarried male
successor, Prince Hisahito.
Even the limited symbolism
of the Imperial House has
had a telling effect on the
lives of the Japanese royals
as they are forced to live up
to the “morality” expected
of the institution from the
conservatives.

Japan’s conservatism is
under stress because of an
ageing population and a
dwindling labour force, in-
dicating the need for re-
forms to allow for more wo-
men to take part in
economic life. If Ms.
Komuro’s articulated con-
cerns are anything to go by,
the royalty’s younger gener-
ation may also seek further
reform and the loosening of
conservatism in Japanese
lives as much as theirs.
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Indusind refutes whistleblower claims

Bank says a glitch led to 84,000 loans being given sans client consent in May, rectified it ‘expeditiously’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

Terming whistleblower alle-
gations of loan evergreening
as “grossly inaccurate and
baseless”, Indusind Bank ad-
mitted to having disbursed
84,000 loans without cus-
tomer consent in May due to
a “technical glitch”.

Lending without consent
was reported by the field
staff in two days, and the
glitch was rectified expedi-
tiously, the lender said in a
clarification on Saturday.

On Friday, a media report
cited anonymous whistle-
blowers writing to the bank
management and the RBI
about BFIL, the bank’s mi-
crolending unit allegedly re-
sorting to evergreening of
loans, wherein existing bor-
rowers unable to pay dues
were given new loans to
show the books as clean.

“The bank strongly denies

Suven Pharma
Q2 profit rises
31% to 397 cr.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Suven Pharmaceuticals on
Saturday posted a 31% in-
crease in its consolidated
net profit to 97 crore for
the second quarter ended
September 30.

Revenue from opera-
tions rose to 301 crore for
the quarter under review,
as against 3237 crore in the
year-earlier period, Suven
Pharmaceuticals said in a
regulatory filing.

The COVID-19 pandemic
continues to impact the bu-
siness and research in In-
dia and its wholly owned
subsidiary, Suven Pharma
Inc. USA, it noted.

The firm primarily oper-
ates in the contract deve-
lopment and manufactur-
ing operations segment.

»

COVID fallout: Customers faced operational issues and some

became intermittent payers, the bank said. =sijoy gHosH

the allegations of ‘evergreen-
ing’. All the loans originated
and managed by BFIL, in-
cluding during the COVID
period which saw the first
and second waves ravaging
the countryside, are fully
compliant with the regulato-
ry guidelines,” the lender
said in a statement.

“Due to a technical glitch,
nearly 84,000 loans were
disbursed without the cus-
tomer consent getting re-
corded at the time of loan
disbursement,” it added.

“Operational issues” due
to the pandemic’s second
wave like lockdowns, con-
tainment zones, and restric-

tions at the village/panchayat
level had necessitated dis-
bursement of some loans in
cash, it said.

At the end of September,
26,073 of these 84,000
clients were active with the
loans outstanding at 34
crore, which is 0.12% of the
September-end  portfolio,
the bank said, adding that it
carries necessary provisions.

SOP revised
It also said that the standard
operating procedure had
since been revised to make
biometric authorisation
compulsory, and that in Oc-
tober, almost 100% of the
disbursements were in the
customers’ bank accounts,
as in the pre-COVID time.
During the pandemic, cus-
tomers faced operational dif-
ficulties and some had
turned into intermittent
payers, though a large num-

ber demonstrated a strong
intent to repay on many oc-
casions, the bank said.

It added that help was ren-
dered to such clients, includ-
ing through additional li-
quidity support to the extent
of 20% of the outstanding as
on February 29, 2020, as ap-
plicable under the ECLGS,
restructuring, and addition-
al loan with a longer tenor
and lower EWI (equated
weekly instalments) after
they cleared their arrears
and with their due consent.

Nearly all lenders have re-
ported reverses on micro-
loans since the start of the
pandemic. The activity is
concentrated in rural areas,
where field agents go deep to
disburse loans and also col-
lect dues in cash on a weekly
basis.

With the easing of curbs,
all lenders are reporting an
improvement in collections.

Seeing triple-digit growth in mid-market

SMB programme has picked up immense pace, says SAP’s Ananthapadmanabhan

YUTHIKA BHARGAVA
NEW DELHI

German software firm SAP
has been witnessing a triple-
digit growth quarter-on-
quarter in its mid-market
segment business for the last
about one-and-a-half years,
helped by the company’s
‘Global Bharat’ programme
for small and medium busi-
nesses (SMBs).

“Global Bharat has picked
up immense pace,” said Sub-
ramanian Ananthapadma-
nabhan, VP, Mid-Market,
SAP Indian Subcontinent,
SAP India. The programme
was unveiled in June 2020
amid the digitalisation push
due to the pandemic.

‘Tier 2 cities picking up’

“So, we have seen traction
from SMBs in adopting SAP
as a solution across all our

solution lines. We are also
seeing an increased traction
in adoption in tier two cities
because this program is not
restricted to metros only.”

The programme is aimed
at enabling Indian MSMEs
become globally competitive
by equipping them with digi-
tal technologies.

About 80%, or more than
9,500 of the company’s In-
dia customers, are in the

mid-market or SMB seg-
ment. “The growth numbers
that we are seeing have been
in triple digits quarter-on-
quarter,” he added.

“We don’t break out the
India numbers, but it’ll be
fair to say that it has been in
excess of 100% and in some
quarters, even much more
than that. We have seen a
fantastic rise in our cloud
story... in the last four quar-
ters, the cloud business has
also been growing exponen-
tially, more than triple digits,
in every quarter,” he added.

‘Wide adoption’

Mr. Ananthapadmanabhan
added that in the last about
six months, SAP India has
been seeing increased trac-
tion from industries such as
engineering and construc-
tion; life sciences, pharma

and chemicals, while manu-
facturing has always been a
strong area for the company.

“If you look at digital na-
tives [start-ups]... there we
see demand across the
board. So, whether it is an
online commerce company
or a retail start-up or a real
estate start-up... at either va-
rious stages of funding or yet
to find the first fund, but still
want to start off with SAP.

“They are talking to us,
and they are adopting SAP,”
Mr. Ananthapadmanabhan
said. He added that while the
net new share of business in
mid-market has gone up to
65% from 28% a couple of
years ago, the percentage in-
crease in the number of SMB
clients from 80% to 81% will
‘take a lot more net new ac-
quisition’ as the base was
‘very big’.

INTERVIEW | SATISH MEHTA

‘Booster shots, pediatric jabs
to keep vaccine demand hight

Phase I, III trials underway for COVID vaccine: Emcure MD

LALATENDU MISHRA

Emcure  Pharmaceuticals
sees growth opportunities in
biologics and vaccines,
which it intends to introduce
in emerging markets. As the
first Indian firm to develop
an indigenous mRNA plat-
form, it is in the process of
developing an mRNA CO-
VID-19 vaccine via its subsi-
diary Gennova Biopharma-
ceuticals. ~ Three  other
vaccines on the platform are
under development, target-
ed at Zoster, Zika and Ra-
bies, said Satish Mehta,
MD and CEO.

At what stage is your COVID
vaccine?

mIn August, the Vaccine
Subject Expert Committee
(SEC) reviewed the interim
Phase I data, and found that
our vaccine candidate
HGCO19 was safe, tolerable,
and immunogenic in the par-
ticipants of the study.

The Drug Controller Gen-
eral of India then approved
Phase II and Phase III study
protocols for the vaccine,
which are currently under-
way in India. We are commit-
ted to fulfilling the target of
60 million doses of our
mRNA vaccine to the Go-
vernment of India (Gol). As
we near the final stages of
trials for our vaccine, we
look forward to positively
contributing in the nation’s
fight against the pandemic.

Most Indians will be
vaccinated by the time it is
out. Are you not late?

m We are constantly watch-
ing the developments in In-
dia and all over the world.
Our assessment as well as
commentary by various ex-
perts indicate there will be a
reasonable demand for

We are committed
to fulfilling the
target of 60 million
doses of our mRNA
vaccine to Gol

C

booster shots of COVID-19
vaccines in India. There is al-
so likely to be an additional
demand from countries
where a large part of the
population has not yet been
vaccinated. There is also ex-
pected to be demand for the
paediatric category in India.

We will continue to work
towards addressing these
opportunities where mRNA
platform has shown promise
(especially given our candi-
date is stable between 2-80
degrees Celsius).

How is the new drug
discovery pipeline at your
firm? How and when will
they be monetised?

m We are an R&D driven
company and our focus has
always been on science first.
We have a strong track re-
cord in developing portfolios
of differentiated products
across several platforms, in-
cluding chiral molecules,
complex APIs, biologics and
novel drug delivery systems.
Our aim is to bring first to
market specialty or differen-
tiated generic drugs through

the company’s own R&D ef-
forts which we continue to
[make], to address the needs
in regions where we operate
(India, Europe, Canada).

What are your core
therapeutic areas?

m In India, we are present in
19 different therapeutic
areas that makes our offer-
ings well diversified. Seven
of our brands namely Orofer,
Exhep, Metpure, Asomex,
Zostum and Bevon are
among the top 300 selling
brands in India. Our ap-
proach has been to develop a
customised basket of diverse
product offerings which we
feel are suitable for the mar-
ket allowing us to do well in
various regions.

We are the largest phar-
maceutical company in India
in the gynaecology, blood-re-
lated and HIV antivirals the-
rapeutic areas. We have also
outgrown the Indian phar-
maceutical industry in some
other key areas like cardio-
vascular, oncology, vitamins,
minerals and nutrients, anti-
infectives and anti-diabetics.

We also have a good port-
folio of biosimilars where
three of our six brands
namely Elaxim, Tenectase
and Hamsyl, were each
ranked first in our domestic
market for FY21, in terms of
sales in India for their res-
pective molecules.

How much debt do you
carry?

m As on March 31, our net
debt stood at %1,589 crore.
We intend to utilise a majori-
ty of the net proceeds from
our forthcoming IPO to-
wards repayment or prepay-
ment of all or a portion of
the principal amount on cer-
tain loans availed by us and
the accrued interest.

Three-in-a-row for Delhi, Hyderabad

Chandigarh captain Vohra’s unbeaten 106 goes in vain; Saurashtra posts win

TV PICKS

Men's T20 World Cup: Star
Sports 1(SD & HD), 3.30 p.m.
&7.30 p.m.

Premier League: SS Select 1
(SD & HD), 730 p.m. & 10

p.m.
F1: Mexican GP: SS Select 2
(SD & HD), 1230 a.m.
(Monday)

IN BRIEF

Saturday races cancelled
BENGALURU

The Stewards of the
Bangalore Turf Club decided
to cancel the races to be held
on Saturday (Nov. 6) due to
persistent overnight rains and
inclement weather rendering
the underfoot conditions of
the race track not conducive
for racing.

Jeevan-Purav

lose in final

NEW DELHI

Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan and
Purav Raja were beaten 6-3,
6-4 in the doubles final by
Nuno Borges and Francisco
Cabral of Portugal in the
€44,820 Challenger tennis
tournament in Tenerife,
Spain.

Other results: $52,080
Challenger, Charlottesville,
US: Quarterfinals: Brayden
Schnur (Can) bt Prajnesh
Gunneswaran 7-5, 6-3.
€44,820 Challenger,
Eckental, Germany:
Quarterfinals: Daniel Masur
(Ger) bt Ramkumar
Ramanathan 6-3, 6-3.

PNB, Delhi XI post wins
NEW DELHI

Punjab National Bank (PNB)
defeated the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) 3-2 on
the opening day of the 31st
all India Lal Bahadur Shastri
hockey tournament at the
National Stadium here on
Saturday.

Abhishek (2) and Satender
Dalal scored for PNB while
Mohammad Naeemuddin and
Manikanta Venkateshwar
found the mark for CAG.
Earlier, Delhi XI scored a 5-2
victory over Haryana XI. Vikas
Toppo (2), Radhe Shyam,
Nand Kishore and Nitin were
the scorers for Delhi. Roshan
and Abhimanyu were on
target for Haryana.
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MUSHTAQ ALI

SPORTS BUREAU

elhi and Hyderabad

made it three wins in a
row in Group E of the Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy on Sa-
turday to consolidate their
lead over other teams in the
points table.

Chandigarh captain Ma-
nan Vohra scored his mai-
den T20 century but
couldn’t prevent his team
from losing to Hyderabad at
Sultanpur. Vohra’s unbeaten
106 (64b, 9x4, 5x6) account-
ed for more than 65% of his
team’s total even as the rest
of the top order proved brit-
tle with no other batter scor-
ing more than 19.

In contrast, Hyderabad’s
top order stood rock solid,
Hanuma Vihari (57) and Ti-
lak Varma cracking half-cen-
turies. Tanmay Agarwal, the
captain, scored a sprightly
34. Tilak’s unbeaten 61 (29b,
3x4, 6x6) took the contest

Vital contribution: Hanuma Vihari scored 57 at the top of the
order for Hyderabad. =fiLe pHOTO

away from Chandigarh as
Hyderabad won with an over
and two balls to spare.

At Lahli, Delhi profited by
inserting the opposition
again, restricting Uttar Pra-
desh to 108 for eight. UP’s in-
nings began on a positive
note as the openers Abhish-
ek Goswami and Madhav

Kaushik gathered 53 in 8.3
overs.

Seamer Deepak Punia (3/
15) started the rot soon after
and except Rinku Singh and
Akshdeep Nath, who added
25 for fifth wicket, none of
the batters provided much
resistance.

Delhi chased down its tar-

SATURDAY’S SCORES

Elite A (Lucknow): Punjab 197/4
in 20 overs (Shubman Gill 40,
Prabhsimran Singh 119 n.o.) bt
Goa 116/8 in 20 overs (Suyash
Prabhudessai 30, Siddarth Kaul
3/21).

Maharashtra 183/8 in 20
overs (Ruturaj Gaikwad 81, Kedar
Jadhav 55, Debabrata Pradhan 3/
37) bt Odisha 156 in 18.5 overs
(Anshy Rath 34, Ashay Palkar 3/
13, Divyang Himganekar 4/35).

Pondicherry 129/8 in 20 overs
(Ramachandran Ragupathy 32,
R. Sai Kishore 4/28, incl. a hat-
trick) lost to Tamil Nadu 130/2 in
16.1 overs (C. Hari Nishaanth 75
n.o.).

Elite B (Guwahati):
Karnataka 142/6 in 20 overs
(Manish Pandey 51) bt Services
109/8 in 20 overs (Rahul Singh
34, Vijaykumar Vyshak 3/25).

Chhattisgarh 94 in 19 overs
(Krunal Pandya 4/15, Lukman
Meriwala 3/29) lost to Baroda
98/4 in 17.1 overs (Ninad Rathva

»

33n.0.).

Mumbai 131/7 in 20 overs bt
Bengal 121/8 in 20 overs (Kaif
Ahmed 31, Ritwik Roy Chow-
dhury 30, Mohit Avasthi 3/25).

Elite C (Vadodara): Haryana
108 in 19 overs (Parvez Rasool 3/
18, Umran Malik 4/22) lost to
Jammu & Kashmir 109/3 in 17
overs (Parvez Rasool 34 n.o.).

Himachal 136/6 in 20 overs
(Prashant Chopra 53) lost to Ra-
jasthan 141/3 in 14.4 overs
(Mahipal Lomror 55, Deepak
Hooda 70 n.o.).

Andhra 165/4 in 20 overs
(Ashwin Hebbar 45, K.S. Bharat
48, Ricky Bhui 34 n.o.) bt
Jharkhand 157/9 in 20 overs
(Ishank Jaggi 62, Utkarsh Singh
43, CV. Stephen 3/23, Har-
ishankar Reddy 3/24).

Elite D (New Delhi): Rail-
ways 144/6 in 20 overs (Upendra
Yadav 39 n.o., Sudhesan Midhun
3/24) bt Kerala 138/6 in 20 overs
(Vishnu Vinod 62 n.o., Yuvraj

Singh 3/23).

Gujarat 162/3 in 20 overs
(Priyank Panchal 79, Het Patel 41
n.0.) bt Madhya Pradesh 112 in
18.3 overs (Venkatesh lyer 31,
Arzan Nagwaswalla 3/25).

Bihar 135/8 in 20 overs (Babul
Kumar 82, Rajjakuddin Ahmed 3/
24) lost to Assam 136/7 in 18.5
overs (Riyan Parag 58).

Elite E (Haryana): Chand-
igarh 162/5 in 20 overs (Manan
Vohra 106 n.o.) lost to Hydera-
bad 163/2 in 18.4 overs (Tanmay
Agarwal 34, Hanuma Vihari 57,
Tilak Varma 61 n.o.).

Uttar Pradesh 108/8 in 20
overs (Madhav Kaushik 30,
Deepak Punia 3/15) lost to Delhi
109/1 in 13.2 overs (Dhruv
Shorey 38 n.o., Anuj Rawat 50).

Saurashtra 146/3 in 20 overs
(Sheldon Jackson 62 n.o., Prerak
Mankad 47) bt Uttarakhand
144/5 in 20 overs (Robin Bist 45
n.o.).

Sunday is a rest day.

get in 13.2 overs, Anuj Rawat
scoring an attacking 50 (32b,
1x4, 6x6). Dhruv Shorey
played the second fiddle,
making an unbeaten 38 (39b,
4x5).

The closest clash of the
day was in the afternoon bet-
ween Saurashtra and Utta-
rakhand in Sultanpur.

Uttarakhand came within
two runs of posting its first
win, finishing on 144 for five
after being set a target of 147.
Veteran Robin Bist was the
fulcrum of the innings, mak-
ing an unbeaten 45 (32b,
4x4, 1x6). Swapnil Singh (16
n.o., 6b, 2x4, 1x6) brought
the side close after 27 were
required to win at the fall of
the fifth wicket, in nine
deliveries.

Jaydev Unadkat was the
pick of the Saurashtra bow-
lers, taking two for 21. Shel-
don Jackson was the team’s
most successful batter with
an unbeaten 62 (50b, 5x4,
3x6). Prerak Mankad contri-
buted 47 (31b, 7x4).

Noted coach Tarak Sinha passes away

RAKESH RAO
NEW DELHI

Noted cricket coach and
Dronacharya awardee Tarak
Sinha passed away at the Ra-
jiv Gandhi Cancer Institute &
Research Centre in the early
hours of Saturday. He was 71.

A large number of cricke-
ters, coaches, cricket offi-
cials were present during his
cremation that took place at
the Nigambodh Ghat on Sa-
turday afternoon.

For over two months he
was battling lung cancer. He
was bestowed the Drona-
charya Award in 2018 after
producing a number of In-
dian cricketers from the cap-
ital’s Sonnet Club.

Time and energy

Soon after his marriage, Sin-
ha lost his wife in an acci-
dent. Since then, he devoted
all his time and energy into
spotting and grooming
cricketers.

Sinha’s more illustrious
students included Shikhar
Dhawan and Rishabh Pant
who followed the footsteps
of Ashish Nehra, Manoj

Gold for Manu, Javad

Bull's eye: Manu Bhaker and Javad Foroughi took the
honours in the mixed air pistol event. =issr

SHOOTING

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

Manu Bhaker, partnering
Olympic champion Javad
Foroughi of Iran, won the
mixed air pistol gold in the

President’s Cup shooting
championship in Wroclaw,
Poland.

The Indo-Iranian team
beat Mathilde Lamolle of
France and Artem Chernou-
sov of Russia 16-8 in the
match for the gold.

Tarak Sinha. =FiLE PHOTO

Prabhakar, Raman Lamba,
Sanjeev Sharma, Atul Was-
san, Ajay Sharma, Surender
Khanna, K.P. Bhaskar, Rand-
hir Singh, Aakash Chopra.
Woman cricketer Anjum
Chopra, too, was his
student.

Fondly addressed as Us-
tadji by his students, Sinha’s
name was synonymous with
Sonnet Club. In the 1980s,
he was the coach of the
PGDAV College that ended
the domination of fancied
teams like St. Stephen’s and
Hindu to win the inter-col-
lege title.

Players like Lamba, Prab-

hakar, Bhaskar etc were all
part of the PGDAV team.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Prabhakar said, “He brought
the best out of me. I remem-
ber sessions with him and
how I would come out a con-
fident bowler. He was a to-
wering figure when it came
to motivation. From my col-
lege days to international
cricket, I benefited from Us-
tadji’'s guidance. There
won’t be another like him.”

Bhaskar echoed similar
sentiments. “He made a
cricketer out of me. Taught
me the importance of self-
belief and I always backed
myself because I remem-
bered Ustadji always telling
me to do well when the con-
ditions were difficult. He ex-
plained things so beautifully
that one never could forget
them. I will miss his gui-
dance because he was not
just a cricket guru. He gave
us life lessons.”

Several of Sinha’s stu-
dents went on to play for
Delhi and other states in
First Class and limited-over
cricket.

Sasikiran is tied-fourth

CHESS

RAKESH RAO
NEW DELHI

K. Sasikiran outplayed Uk-
raine’s Pavel Eljanov in 33
moves and jumped to the
tied-fourth spot with nine
others after nine rounds of
the $425,000 FIDE Chess-
.com Grand Swiss chess
tournament in Riga, Latvia,
on Friday.

Sasikiran’s brilliant
knight-play stood out as he
carved out a clinical win to
reach six points. Raunak
Sadhwani was the only oth-
er notable Indian winner af-
ter facing Russia’s Alexey
Dreev.

The results (ninth round):
Open: P. Harikrishna (5.5) drew
with Samuel Sevian (USA, 6);

»

K. Sasikiran (6) bt Pavel Elja-
nov (Ukr, 5); Nihal Sarin (5.5)
drew with Bogdan-Daniel Deac
(Rou, 5.5); Ivan Saric (Cro, 5) bt
R. Praggnanandhaa (4); Arjun
Erigaisi (4.5) drew with Temur
Kuybokarov (Aus, 4.5); Raunak
Sadhwani (5) bt Aleksey Dreev
(3.5); S.P. Sethuraman (4) drew
with Maxim Matlakov (Rus, 4);
Surya Shekhar Ganguly (3.5)
lost to Zhou Jianchao (Chn,
4.5); B. Adhiban (3) lost to Haik
Martirosyan (Arm, 4); D. Gu-
kesh (3.5) lost to Hjorvar
Steinn Gretarsson (Isl, 3.5).

Women: Alina Kashlinskaya
(Rus, 5) lost to D. Harika (6);
Vantika Agrawal (5) drew with
Antoaneta Stefanova (Bul, 5);
R. Vaishali (5) drew with Pia
Cramling (Swe, 5); Meri Ara-
bidze (Geo, 4) bt Divya Desh-
mukh (3); Padmini Rout (3.5)
drew with Hoang Thanh Trang
(Hun, 3).

A ND-NDE
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Warner fires, Australia in semn

ifinals

The eight-wkt. win against WI helps it finish No. 2 behind England on NRR

ICC T20 WC

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
mHABI

Opener  David  Warner
smashed an unbeaten 89
(56b, 9x4, 4x6) as Australia
hammered West Indies by
eight wickets and booked a
spot in the semifinals, behind
England on Net Run Rate in
Group 1, at the ICC T20 World
Cup here on Saturday.

Chasing 158 for victory in
the Super 12 clash, Australia
rode on a 124-run second-
wicket stand between War-
ner and Mitchell Marsh to
romp home in 16.2 overs.

Marsh, who hit 53 off 32
balls, got out to Chris Gayle,
who celebrated the wicket in
what was likely his swansong
in West Indies colours.

West Indies failed to give a
winning farewell to Dwayne
Bravo, who played his last
international.

Australia gave Bravo and
Gayle a guard of honour after
Warner hit the winning runs.

Earlier, Josh Hazlewood
took four wickets to keep
West Indies down to 157 for
seven despite skipper Kieron

Innings scan

WEST - AUSTRALIA
INDIES
49 Dots 31
13 15
6 Sixes 6
50/3 PP 53/1
7.85 RR 9.85

On the go: Warner feasted on the Wl attack. =certyimaces

Pollard's 44. Pollard rescued
his side from 91 for five with
his 31-ball knock and a key
partnership of 35 with Bravo.

Bravo scored 10 and
walked back to claps and
hugs.

Openers Evin Lewis and
Gayle started in attacking
mode hitting the Australian

All Indian eyes on

Afghanistan-NZ match |

Former needs big win, latter a simple one

AYAN ACHARYA
ABU DHABI

Afghanistan will face New
Zealand in a crucial Group 2
Super 12 contest at the ICC
T20 World Cup on Sunday.
Both these teams, and In-
dia, are still in contention
for the second semifinal
spot. The whole of India will
be closely watching this con-
test.

If Kane Williamson’s men
win, they will reach eight
points and qualify. For Af-
ghanistan to advance, it
needs to beat New Zealand
and hope for Namibia to
shock India.

Afghanistan can also pro-
gress even if India beats Na-
mibia, but it has to win big
against the Kiwis to dramat-
ically improve its Net Run
Rate (NRR). However, India,
playing last, has the edge.

India’s thrashing of Scot-

Santner. =GETTY IMAGES

Manika bows
out in singles

WTT

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Manika Batra fought hard,
but Wang Yidi of China, the
top seed and World No. 11
emerged stronger to win
117, 711, 13-11, 10-12, 117,
11-5 in the women’s singles
semifinals of the World Ta-
ble Tennis Contender here
on Saturday.

Earlier in the day, Mani-
ka, partnering Archana Ka-
math, reached the wo-
men’s doubles final with a
11-6, 8-11, 11-6, 5-11, 11-8 win
over the Chinese pair of
Liu Weishan and Wang Yidi
in the last-four contest. The
Indians will take on Mela-
nie Diaz and Adriana Diaz
of Puerto Rico in the sum-
mit clash on Sunday.
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TODAY’S MATCHES

@ VS.

New Zealand  Afghanistan

ABU DHABI, 3.30 P.M. IST
H2H IN T20Is

FIRST MEETING

® -3

Pakistan Scotland
SHARJAH, 7.30 P.M. IST
H2H IN T20Is
Played: 3
Pakistan Scotland

[2) [0)

LIVE ON STAR SPORTS 1 (SD & HD)

land means its NRR has
jumped to 1.619.

New Zealand’s batting
has looked in good shape
and its bowling, especially
the eight overs of quality
spin from Ish Sodhi and
Mitchell Santner, will be
crucial here, where the lon-
ger boundaries are a bigger
challenge for batters looking
to go big.

Afghanistan, on the other
hand, will be sweating over
the fitness of Mujeeb Ur
Rahman. In batting, open-
ers Hazratullah Zazai and
Mohammad Shahzad set the
tone with their aggressive
approach in PowerPlay.
Whether they can do the
same against the pace duo
of Trent Boult and Tim
Southee remains to be seen.

pace bowlers to all parts of
the ground in an opening
stand of 30 off 14 balls.

Gayle hit two sixes, before
Pat Cummins got the veteran
to chop a delivery on to the
stumps.

Gayle walked back to a
standing  ovation  from
teammates.

SCOREBOARD

WEST INDIES
Chris Gayle b Cummins 15
(9b, 2x6), Evin Lewis c Smith b
Zampa 29 (26b, 5x4), Nicholas
Pooran ¢ Marsh b Hazlewood 4
(4b, 1x4), Roston Chase b Hazle-
wood O (2b), Shimron Hetmyer
¢ Wade b Hazlewood 27 (28b,
2x4), Kieron Pollard c Maxwell b
Starc 44 (31b, 4x4, 1x6),
Dwayne Bravo ¢ Warner b Hazle-
wood 10 (712b, 1x6), Andre Rus-
sell (not out) 18 (7b, 1x4, 2x6),
Jason Holder (not out) 1 (1b);
Extras (lb-6, w-3): 9; Total (for
seven wkts. in 20 overs): 157.
FALL OF WICKETS
1-30 (Gayle, 2.2 overs), 2-35
(Pooran, 3.1), 3-35 (Chase, 3.3),
4-70 (Lewis, 9.3), 5-91 (Het-
myer, 12.5), 6-126 (Bravo, 17.3),
7-143 (Pollard, 19.2).
AUSTRALIA BOWLING
Starc 4-0-33-1, Hazlewood
4-0-39-4, Cummins 4-0-37-1,
Maxwell 1-0-6-0, Marsh 3-0-
16-0, Zampa 4-0-20-1.
AUSTRALIA
David Warner (not out) 89
(56b, 9x4, 4x6), Aaron Finch b
Akeal 9 (71b, 1x4), Mitchell
Marsh c Holder b Gayle 53 (32b,
5x4, 2x6), Glenn Maxwell (not
out) O (Ob); Extras (lb-3, w-6,
nb-1): 10; Total (for two wkts. in
16.2 overs): 161.
FALL OF WICKETS
1-33  (Finch, 3.3),
(Marsh, 15.6).
WEST INDIES BOWLING
Akeal 4-0-29-1, Chase 1.2-0-
17-0, Holder 2-0-26-0, Bravo 4-
0-36-0, Walsh 2-0-18-0, Rus-
sell 2-0-25-0, Gayle 1-0-7-1.
Toss: Australia; MoM: Warner.
Australia won by eight wick-
ets with 22 balls to spare.

2-157

South Africa shocks England, but bows out

Despite van der Dussen’s knock and Rabada’s hat-trick, it misses out on NRR

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SHARJAH

Rassie van der Dussen
smashed an unbeaten 94 as
South Africa beat England by
10 runs but failed to qualify
for the semifinals of the ICC
T20 World Cup on Saturday.

Group 1 winner England
and runner-up Australia
made the final four from the
six-team pool.

South Africa posted 189
for two after van der Dussen
smashed six sixes in his 60-
ball knock but needed to li-
mit England to 131 or fewer to
edge out Australia on NRR.

England, which topped
the group when it passed
109, finished on 179 for eight
after a hat-trick by Kagiso Ra-
bada in the final over. The
pacer sent back Chris
Woakes, skipper Eoin Mor-
gan and Chris Jordan for the
third hat-trick of the tourna-
ment. It was England's first
loss in five matches.

Van der Dussen and Aiden
Markram, who hit 52 off 25
balls, put on an unbeaten
partnership of 103 for the
third wicket to give their
team a challenging total.

Innings scan

ENGLAND
AFRICA

30 Dots 49
M 17

SOUTH

10 Sixes 8
40/1 PP 59/1
9.44 RR 8.94

India has itself to blame

Men in Blue failed in crunch games against Pakistan, NZ

AMOL KARHADKAR
DUBAI

The fate of the Group of
Death (Group 1) of the ICC
T20 World Cup was sealed
on Saturday. However, due
to some surprising results,
Group 2 still searches for its
second qualifier (Pakistan
the first) heading into the
last two days of the Super 12
stage.

England and Australia
qualified for the semifinals
from Group 1, pipping South
Africa on Net Run Rate after
all three finished with eight
points.

In the other group, three
teams — at least technically
—are in contention for the fi-
nal berth. Babar’s men are
set to top the table in Group
2.

While two of these three
teams — New Zealand and
Afghanistan — will be up
against each other, India,
the favourite-turned-outsid-
er, will be rooting for Af-
ghanistan sitting in its swan-
ky resort here.

Having been demolished
by the two main contenders
in the group (Pakistan and
New Zealand), Kohli’s team
got back on track.

India did everything pos-
sible in its last two games to
stay alive. It revived its for-
tunes in Abu Dhabi with a
run feast against Afghanis-
tan that saw the openers
come good and the big-hit-
ters get time in the middle to
display their prowess.

The Men in Blue then ce-
lebrated captain Virat Koh-
li’s birthday by dismantling

Disappointment writ large: Kohli's team has had an

underwhelming campaign in the UAE. sarp

Points table

PTS
- England (Q) 5 4 1 8 2.464
Australia (Q) 5 4 1 8 1.216
; South Africa 5 4 1 8 0.739
=] Sri Lanka 5 2 3 4 | -0.269
al West Indies 5 1 4 | 2 | 164
Bangladesh 5 0 5 0 -2.383
Pakistan (Q) 4 4 0 8 1.065
New Zealand 4 3 1 6 1.277
India 4 2 2 4 1.619
Afghanistan 4 2 2 4 1.481
Namibia 4 1 3 2 -1.851
Scotland 4 0 4 0 -3.494
After the England-South Africa match on Nov. 6 Q: Qualified

Scotland for 85 and blitzing
past the target off just 39
balls.

The mauling helped India
better New Zealand and Af-
ghanistan’s NRR, a factor

that could be decisive
should the Kiwis succumb to
the Afghans.

No wonder Jadeja, at the
end of the post-match press

conference, was matter of
fact when asked what will
India do if the Black Caps
win on Sunday.

“We will pack our bags
and go home, what else?” Ja-
deja said.

If India’s campaign ends
even before its last game on
Monday, it will have no one
else to blame.

Manchester City deepens United’s crisis

Barca blows a three-goal advantage on the day Xavi is

EURO LEAGUES

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MANCHESTER

Manchester United suffered
another home humiliation as
Manchester City cruised to a
2-0 win at Old Trafford on
Saturday.

Eric Bailly’s own goal and
Bernardo Silva’s strike on
the stroke of half-time was
the difference between the
sides on the scoreboard.

Chelsea was held to a sur-
prise 1-1 draw by struggling
Burnley as Matej Vydra’s late
equaliser rocked the Pre-
mier League leader.

Barcelona threw away a
three-goal half-time lead on
the day Xavi Hernandez was
appointed coach as Celta Vi-
go scored in the 96th minute

»
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Bundling it in: Bernardo Silva's effort goes in after
David de Gea makes a mess of his save. =ap

to complete a stunning co-
meback in LaLiga.

The results: Premier League:
Manchester United O lost to
Manchester City 2 (Bailly 7-og,
Silva 45); Brentford 1 (Henry
60) lost to Norwich 2 (Nor-

mann 6, Pukki 29-pen); Chelsea
1 (Havertz 33) drew with Burn-
ley 1 (Vydra 79); Crystal Palace
2 (Zaha 61, Gallagher 78) bt
Wolves O.

La Liga: Espanyol 2 (Pedrosa
30, de Tomas 42) bt Granada O;

confirm

ed as next coach

Celta de Vigo 3 (Aspas 52,
90+6, Nolito 74) drew with
Barcelona 3 (Fati 5, Busquets
18, Depay 34).

Bundesliga: Bayern Munich 2
(Goretzka 30, Lewandowski 75)
bt Freiburg 1 (Haberer 90+3);
VfL Wolfsburg 1 (Nmecha 14) bt
Augsburg O; VfB Stuttgart O
lost to Arminia Bielefeld 1
(Okugawa 19); VfL Bochum 2
(Novothny 66, Pantovic 90+7)
bt Hoffenheim O.

Serie A: Spezia (Sala 58) 1 bt
Torino O.

On Friday: Premier League:
Southampton 1 (Adam Arm-
strong 3) bt Aston Villa O.

La Liga: Athletic Bilbao O lost
to Cadiz 1 (Ponce 6).
Bundesliga: Mainz 1 (Widmer
76) drew with Borussia M'Glad-
bach 1 (Neuhaus 38).

Serie A: Empoli 2 (Di Francesco
62, Zurkowski 71) drew with
Genoa 2 (Criscito 13-pen, Bian-
chi 89).

Blistering effort: Van der Dussen's unbeaten 60-ball 94
contained six sixes and five fours. =GeTTy IMAGES

In reply, England started
well with Jason Roy and Jos
Buttler hitting boundaries in
the first four overs.

But Roy suffered a calf-in-
jury issue while taking a run
with Buttler and had to be
helped off the field.

South Africa seized the op-
portunity and Anrich Nortje

DJ, DJ...: Dwayne Bravo receives a guard of honour as he steps out for his final international
match, against Australia in the ICC T20 World Cup, in Abu Dhabi on Saturday.

sent back Buttler in the next
over. Tabraiz Shamsi then
trapped Jonny Bairstow for
one.

Moeen, who struck 37 off
27 balls, and Dawid Malan hit
back in a partnership of 51
but Shamsi once again put
the brakes before Rabada ap-
plied the finishing touches.

SCOREBOARD

SOUTH AFRICA
Reeza Hendricks b Moeen 2 (8b),
Quinton de Kock ¢ Roy b Adil
Rashid 34 (27b, 4x4), Rassie van
der Dussen (not out) 94 (60b,
5x4, 6x6), Aiden Markram (not
out) 52 (25b, 2x4, 4x6); Extras
(b-1, lb-3, w-3): 7; Total (for two
wkts. in 20 overs): 189.
FALL OF WICKETS

1-15 (Hendricks, 2.4 overs), 2-86
(de Kock, 11.2)

ENGLAND BOWLING
Moeen 4-0-27-1, Woakes 4-0-
43-0, Adil Rashid 4-0-32-1, Jordan
4-0-36-0, Wood 4-0-47-0.

ENGLAND
Jason Roy retd. hurt 20 (715b,
4x4), Jos Buttler ¢ Bavuma b
Nortje 26 (15b, 3x4, 1x6), Moeen
Ali ¢ Miller b Shamsi 37 (27b,
3x4, 2x6), Jonny Bairstow lbw b
Shamsi 1 (3b), Dawid Malan c Ra-
bada b Pretorius 33 (26b, 3x4,
1x6), Liam Livingstone ¢ Miller b
Pretorius 28 (17b, 1x4, 3x6); Eoin
Morgan c Maharaj b Rabada 17
(12b, 3x4), Chris Woakes c Nortje
b Rabada 7 (3b, 1x6), Chris
Jordan c Miller b Rabada O (7b),
Adil Rashid (not out) 2 (2b), Mark
Wood (not out) 1 (1b); Extras
(lb-2, w-3, nb-2): 7; Total (for
eight wkts. in 20 overs): 179.
FALL OF WICKETS

1-58 (Buttler, 5.3), 2-59 (Bairstow,
6.2), 3-110 (Moeen, 12.2), 4-145
(Malan, 16.2), 5-165 (Livingstone,
18.1), 6-176 (Woakes, 19.1), 7-176
(Morgan, 19.2), 8-176 (Jordan,
19.3).

SOUTH AFRICA BOWLING
Maharaj 3-0-23-0, Nortje 4-0-
34-1, Rabada 4-0-48-3, Shamsi 4-
0-24-2, Markram 2-0-18-0, Pre-
torius 3-0-30-2.

Toss: England. MoM: van der
Dussen. SA won by 10 runs.

=n.
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Djokovic to take on Medvedev in final

Serb clinches year-end top ranking for record seventh time

PARIS MASTERS

REUTERS
PARIS

Novak Djokovic made sure
he would clinch the year-
end World No. 1 spot for a
record seventh time by se-
curing his place in the Paris
Masters final on Saturday
with a 3-6, 6-0, 7-6(5) victo-
ry against Poland’s Hubert
Hurkacz.

The top seeded Serbian
overcame a wobbly start at
the Bercy arena before rac-
ing through the second and
handling his nerves in the
third.

In the other semifinal,
Daniil Medvedev beat Alex-
ander Zverev 6-2, 6-2.

Medvedev was near flaw-

Bouncing back: Novak Djokovic overcame a shaky start
to get past Hubert Hurkacz in the semifinals. =ceTTy maGEs

less throughout the con-
test, saving all three break
point opportunities.

The results: Semifinals: Novak
Djokovic bt Hubert Hurkacz

Srikanth, Lakshya exit
in the semifinals

HYLO OPEN

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SAARBRUCKEN (GERMANY)

The Indian challenge ended
at the Hylo Open Super 500
badminton tournament af-
ter both K. Srikanth and
Lakshya Sen  suffered
straight game defeats in
their respective semifinals
here on Saturday.

After Lakshya, ranked 21
in the world, went down
fighting 18-21, 12-21 to 39th
ranked Singapore’s Loh
Kean Yew in 45 minutes, Sri-
kanth suffered a narrow 19-
21, 20-22 loss to Malaysian
second seed Lee Zii Jia in
another semifinal.

Former champion Laksh-
ya matched his opponent in

Lakshya Sen...gallant run
ends. sFILE PHOTO

the fast-paced rallies but
lacked finishing as he suf-
fered his second loss to Loh
in three meetings this year.

In the semifinal clash,
Loh showed better disci-
pline and precision to re-
turn the favour to the

Indian.
»

3-6, 6-0, 7-6(5); Daniil Medve-
dev bt Alexander Zverev 6-2,
6-2.

Quarterfinals: Zverev bt Casper
Ruud 7-5, 6-4; Medvedev bt
Hugo Gaston 7-6(7), 6-4.

Russia
triumphs

BILLIE JEAN KING CUP

REUTERS
PRAGUE
Daria Kasatkina and Liud-
mila Samsonova led Russia
to victory in the maiden
Billie Jean King Cup after
winning their singles
matches against Switzer-
land here on Saturday.

Kasatkina overpowered
Jil Teichmann 6-2, 6-4 to
put Russia up 1-O before
Samsonova bounced back
to get past Olympic cham-
pion Belinda Bencic 3-6,
6-3, 6-4. Samsonova had re-
placed Anastasia Pavlyu-
chenkova after the top Rus-
sian player withdrew with
a left knee injury.

Russia was competing as
the Russian Tennis Federa-
tion due to sanctions.
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