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J&K hospitals get

faulty ventilators

SRINAGAR

J&K's Health and Medical
Education Department found
itself in the dock after details
obtained under the RTI Act
suggested that at least 165
“faulty” ventilators were
supplied to the Union
Territory's hospitals last
year with PM CARES fund.
NEWS » PAGE 12
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™ Why is MHA tasked to monitor
foreign funds for NGOs, asks SC

It is to safeguard national security, says govt. as pleas challenge changes to FCRA

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI
The Supreme Court on Tues-
day asked the government
why the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) has been
tasked to keep an eye on the
inflow and subsequent out-
flow of foreign funds to
NGOs under the foreign con-
tributions regulations law.

“Why has the whole oper-
ation been brought under
the Ministry of Home Affairs
and not under the finance
department?,” Justice A.M.
Khanwilkar, heading a three-
judge Bench, asked Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta.

The question was posed

There is an element of national

security, integrity of the nation
involved here. Why should someone
sitting in some foreign country pay?

Every transaction is watched by the
MHA, from the very beginning... Money
has come to fund naxal activities

TUSHAR MEHTA,
SOLICITOR GENERAL

during the hearing of peti-
tions challenging the amend-
ments to the Foreign Contri-
butions Regulations law in
2020. The petitions argued
that the amendments severe-
ly restricted the use of fo-
reign funds by NGOs for
their activities and transfer

Congress, BJP trade charges
after new report on Rafale

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and Congress traded
charges on Tuesday, a day af-
ter fresh revelations by
French investigative portal
Mediapart indicated that
kickbacks of at least €7.5 mil-
lion were paid in the Rafale
deal between 2007 and
2012.

The BJP said the Indian

Angry over
losing job,
driver kills DU
teacher’s wife

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The wife of a Delhi Universi-
ty assistant professor was
allegedly killed by a former
employee who wanted to
take revenge on her for los-
ing his job, the police said
on Tuesday.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (North) Sagar Singh
Kalsi said the accused has
been identified as Rakesh,
31, aresident of Sant Nagar,
who worked as a taxi driver.
The victim, 32-year-old Pin-
ki, was found dead in a flat
on the fourth floor of a
building in Sant Nagar.

The police said that a
constable posted at the Bu-
rari police station saw Ra-
kesh “roaming around ner-
vously” around 7 p.m. on
Monday. On being ques-
tioned, he allegedly told the
constable that he had killed
his sister-in-law. A police
team reached the flat and
found Pinki’s body lying on
the bed. A murder case was
registered.

During interrogation, Ra-
kesh told the police that he
knew the professor, Viren-
der Kumar, for the past
three years and considered
him his elder brother. Prof.
Kumar had given Rakesh a
car to drive as a taxi and al-
so offered his family a room
to stay on the top floor of
the building.

Prof. Kumar got married
to Pinky in February this
year. She started having
fights with Rakesh and his
wife due to which they had
to move out of the building.
Rakesh also lost his job, the
police said. Rakesh blamed
Pinki for his condition. On
Monday, he went to the pro-
fessor’s residence in a drun-
ken state and strangled his
wife. He then electrocuted
Pinki to ensure that she was
dead, Rakesh allegedly told
the police.

Pinki’s family had sub-
mitted a police complaint
regarding a threat to her life
in August this year.

cM
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National Congress should be
renamed “I Need Commis-
sion” and alleged that the
failed negotiations for the
aircraft, when the Congress
was in power, was because
of the latter’s dissatisfaction
with the “cut”.

The Congress, on the oth-
er hand, accused the Naren-
dra Modi government of a
“cover up” in the scam and
shying away from registering

an FIR even 36 months after
evidence emerged on mid-
dleman Sushen Gupta’s role
in the deal.

At a press conference,
Congress spokesperson Pa-
wan Khera said the govern-
ment is busy “burying the
black melting pot of corrup-
tion, kickbacks and collu-
sion”.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10

to other philanthropic or-
ganisations  within  the
country.

IB inputs

Mr. Mehta said Intelligence
Bureau (IB) inputs have
shown that foreign funds en-
tering India were used to

fund activities that destabil-
ise national peace and secur-
ity.

The inputs even indicated
that the money was used to
train naxals.

“There is an element of
national security, integrity of
the nation involved here.
Why should someone sitting
in some foreign country
pay... Every transaction is
watched by the Ministry of
Home Affairs, from the very
beginning... Money has
come to fund naxal activi-
ties,” Mr. Mehta responded
to the court’s query.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10

~‘Monitoring Chinese
~assets in Indian Ocean’

DINAKAR PERI
DONA PAULA

Chief of the Naval Staff Ad-
miral Karambir Singh said
the Navy was monitoring
the Chinese naval and mari-
time assets deployed in the
Indian Ocean Region (IOR)
for any activities “inimical
to our interests.”

In an exclusive interview
to The Hindu on the side-
lines of the Goa Maritime
Conclave (GMC), Admiral

Singh said the logistics deals
and foundational agree-
ments signed by India have
helped the Navy achieve
‘Reach and Sustenance’.

The third edition of GMC
2021, being hosted by the In-
dian Navy, has the participa-
tion of Navy Chiefs and
heads of maritime forces
from 12 Indian Ocean
nations.

FULL INTERVIEW » PAGE 11

Rain lets up, but woes
of Chennai continue

- HC cracks the whip over inundation

Bounteous yield: Residents fishing in Korattur Lake that
overflowed on Tuesday. =m.VEDHAN

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Chennai had some respite
from the rain on Tuesday
when inundation cleared up
in a few areas. But people
were stranded and in need
of help at other places
where the stagnant water
was yet to be drained. Resi-
dents are approaching the
next couple of days with
fear as heavy rain has been
forecast.

HC warning
The Madras High Court
warned the Chennai Corpo-
ration that it would take up
a suo motu public interest li-
tigation petition on the tra-
vails of residents due to wa-
terlogging, if the situation
did not improve by Friday.
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
said action would be taken
against the contractors im-
plementing Smart City.

In the 24 hours till 8 a.m.

on Tuesday, Chennai re-
corded 3.2 cm of rain. The
weather office has issued a
red alert in Chennai for
Wednesday and Thursday
as the low-pressure area
that had formed on Monday
is likely to turn into a de-
pression.

The government an-
nounced a holiday for
schools and colleges in
Chennai, Kancheepuram,
Tiruvallur, Chengalpattu,
Cuddalore, Nagapattinam,
Thanjavur, Thiruvarur, and
Mayiladuthurai on Novem-
ber 10 and 11. A holiday has
been declared for schools
and colleges in Pudukottai,
Perambalur, Ariyalur, Madu-
rai, Dindigul and Virudhu-
nagar districts on November
10. Schools in Tiruchi and
Ramanathapuram will be
closed on November 10. The
toll in the rain has risen to
five and over 500 huts have
been damaged.

Punjab Advocate General removed as Channi bows to Sidhu's

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

Bowing to pressure from
State Congress president Nav-
jot Singh Sidhu, the Punjab
Government led by Charanjit
Singh Channi on Tuesday re-
moved A.P.S. Deol as Advo-
cate General. The move was a

key precondition of Mr. Sidhu
for resuming his duties as the
Punjab Congress Committee
chief, even as he withdr-ew
his resignation last week.

In an attempt to present a
united face amid the ongoing
crises in the party, Mr. Chan-
ni and Mr. Sidhu addressed a

joint press conference in the
State capital and announced
that the resignation of Mr. De-
ol has been accepted among
other Cabinet decisions.

“The Advocate General
had resigned a few days ago.
The Cabinet has accepted his
(AG) resignation. We will send

the resignation to the Gover-
nor and tomorrow we will ap-
point a new AG,” said Mr.
Channi, after presiding over
the Cabinet meeting.

“As far as the appointment
of new DGP is concerned, we
have already forwarded the
names to the Centre,” the

Chief Minister said.

Mr. Sidhu, who had on
September 28 quit from his
post without assigning any
reasons, had strong reserva-
tions over the appointments
of Director General of Police
Igbal Preet Singh Sahota and
Advocate General A.P.S. Deol.

The decision of removing
the Advocate General is being
seen as an attempt to placate
Mr. Sidhu, who has been at at-
tacking his own Government
on public platforms.

Recently, Mr. Sidhu and
Mr. Deol had exchanged
sharp words. Mr. Deol had ac-

UK. includes
Covaxin to its
list of vaccines

KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE
NEW DELHI

Starting with November
22, Indian travellers fully
vaccinated with Bharat
Biotech’s Covaxin will be
able to travel to the U.K.
without the requirement of
mandatory self-isolation,
British High Commissioner
Alex Ellis said on Tuesday.

The announcement
came soon after Foreign
Secretary of the U.K. Eliza-
beth Truss said that her
country has “expanded”
the list of recognised vac-
cines for “inbound travel”
indicating that Covaxin is
part of the revised list.

“From 4 a.m. on Mon-
day, 22 November, the go-
vernment will recognise
vaccines on the World
Health Organisation’s
Emergency Use Listing
(WHO EUL). As a result, Si-
novac, Sinopharm Beijing,
and Covaxin will be added
to our list of approved vac-
cines for inbound travel,
benefiting more fully vacci-
nated people from coun-
tries such as the United
Arab Emirates, Malaysia
and India,” announced a
travel update from the Go-
vernment of the United
Kingdom.

New Delhi had been de-
manding recognition of In-
dia-made vaccines with se-
nior officials of the British
government.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10

demand

cused Mr. Sidhu of spreading
misinformation for selfish
political gain ahead of the As-
sembly election in Punjab.
Mr. Sidhu had hit back at Mr.
Deol, alleging that “earnest
inaction” in the cases related
to sacrilege and drugs was
“subverting justice”.
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550 teams to control open burning: Rai

Govt. to increase tankers to 400 for sprinkling drive; II'T Bombay team studying impact of smog tower

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

As the city’s air continued to
be toxic, a team from IIT
Bombay is studying the im-
pact of the smog tower fitted
with 5,000 filters.

There is more than 80%
reduction in the particulate
matter, a chief pollutant,
that enters and leaves the
tower. But this is just the effi-
ciency of the filters; it will
take time to know the actual
impact of the tower at a dis-
tance away, a Delhi Govern-
ment official said.

Environment Minister Go-
pal Rai said on Tuesday that
the Delhi Government will
execute a five-point plan, in-
cluding a campaign against
open burning from Thurs-
day, to reduce air pollution.

City’s air quality dips
to ‘severe’ level again

Stubble burning,
slow local winds
Major reasons

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The air quality in the Capital
deteriorated to the ‘severe’
category again on Tuesday
from the ‘very poor’ level, a
day earlier.

The AQI (air quality in-
dex) has been ‘severe’ for
four out of five days after
Deepavali.

Delhi’s air quality entered
the ‘severe’ level for the first
time this winter on Friday
with an AQI of 462. The AQI
was 437 on Saturday, 428 on
Sunday, 390 on Monday,
and 404 on Tuesday, as per
the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board’s 4 p.m. bulletin,
which is an average of the
past 24 hours and consi-
dered the day’s AQI.

Several other NCR cities,
including Faridabad, Noida
and Ghaziabad, and towns
in north India such as Mee-
rut, Baghpat, Hapur, and

|

Capital reports 33 new
infections, no deaths
NEW DELHI

The city reported no
COVID-19 deaths in the last
24 hours for the 17th day and
the total number of fatalities
stood at 25,091, said a
bulletin released by the Delhi
Government on Tuesday.
Thirty-three new cases were
reported, taking the total
cases to 14,40,176.

Kejriwal gives Z3 lakh

to young athlete

NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Tuesday handed over a
cheque for %3 lakh to a young
athlete, Lokesh Kumar, after
learning about his financial
difficulties. Mr. Kejriwal learnt
about 15-year-old Lokesh's
woes on social media and
offered him help within three
days, the Government said.

EDMC schools to have
English-medium sections
NEW DELHI

East Delhi Municipal
Corporation Mayor Shyam
Sunder Aggarwal on Tuesday
said that all schools under the
civic body's jurisdiction will be
upgraded with
English-medium learning
sections and will be called
“Nigam Pratibha Vidyalaya". Of
the 354 schools, 230 schools
will open English-medium
sections from Classes | to V.

Raise voter awareness,
says Delhi CEO

NEW DELHI

Delhi's Chief Electoral Officer
Dr. Ranbir Singh on Tuesday
asked various Government
departments to establish
voter awareness forums for
the ongoing special summary
revision, 2022. The count of
electors for the latest roll is
lower than last year.

Dr. Singh said the claims and
objections regarding the draft
would be accepted from
November 1to November 30.

CcM
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“This anti-open burning
campaign will be run for a
month. This is a joint drive
involving the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee; North,

Ballabgarh too witnessed
‘severe’ level of air pollution
on Tuesday.

Stubble burning and
slowing down of local winds
were the major reasons for
Tuesday’s toxic air quality.

The contribution of stub-
ble burning in neighbouring
States to PM2.5 in Delhi was
27% on Tuesday and the
number of active fires in the
region was 3,476, according
to the Centre-run monitor-
ing agency SAFAR (System
of Air Quality and Weather
Forecasting and Research).

Gufran Beig, founder pro-
ject director, SAFAR, said,
“From today afternoon, the
local wind speed has de-
clined, so dispersion of pol-
lutants also slowed down.
However, the impact of
stubble burning continued
to remain the same due to
high-effective fire counts.
AQI is likely to fluctuate bet-
ween the higher end of the
‘very poor’ and ‘severe’ ca-
tegory in the next two days
if the fire counts continue to
remain high.”

o sEiEail |

The smog tower at Baba Kharak Singh Marg- in Delhi. sFiLEPHOTO

East, South Delhi Municipal
Corporations; Revenue, De-
velopment, Irrigation and
Flood Control Departments;
Delhi Development Authori-

ty; Delhi State Industrial and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation (DSIIDC); and
Cantonment Board. They
will crack down on incidents
of open burning of waste,”
Mr. Rai said.

The Minister said these
Government bodies have a
total of 550 teams, of which
304 teams will work during
the day and the remaining
246 will patrol at night.

He also said that direc-
tions have been issued to the
departments to implement
the phase two of the anti-
dust campaign, which will
begin on November 12 and
end on December 12.

About the water sprin-
kling drive, Mr. Rai said at
present, the exercise is be-
ing carried by the Public

Works Department. “The
fight will be intensified with
the three corporations, Can-
tonment Board and DSIIDC
pitching in to take the num-
ber of tankers deployed to
over 400. This will provide
immediate relief from the
pollution to an extent,” he
said.

The Minister also said that
spraying of bio-decomposer
in the entire area of 4,000
acres will be completed by
November 20.

The smog tower, a pilot
project, was inaugurated by
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on August 23. The 24-
metre-high structure has 40
big fans and 5,000 filters.
The fans suck in air which
will be cleaned as it passes
through the filters.

EDMC bans firewood, coal at
eateries to curb air pollution

Will increase costs, complain owners of restaurants

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI
The East Delhi Municipal
Corporation (EDMC) on

Tuesday announced a ban
on the use of coal and fire-
wood in clay ovens (tan-
doors) and grills at restau-
rants under its jurisdiction.

The civic body in an order
said that to curb air pollu-
tion, restaurants and eater-
ies have been directed to
make use of compressed
natural gas (CNG), piped nat-
ural gas (PNG) or wood char-
coal. “Tandoors and grills
must be operated on the pre-
mises and all the eateries
must install an emission con-
trol system. Firewood and
coal are prohibited and ac-
tion will be taken against
violators,” an EDMC official
said.

Restaurant owners, ho-
wever, are unhappy with the
move.

The owner of a restaurant
in Shahdara said this is “not

Tandoori roti being prepared
at arestaurant in Delhi.
=FILE PHOTO

feasible in terms of cost”.

“Most of my customers
prefer food cooked in a coal-
based clay oven and if I can-
not use it, my business will
be affected. Another factor
is cost. I would invest in a
CNG or PNG-based oven if it
was affordable. The average
cost of a medium-sized LPG
cylinder is more than
21,800,” he said.

Another restaurant owner
from the area said he has

“been using an LPG-based
clay oven for four years”.

“An  LPG-based clay
oven is neither economical
nor does it give a smokey
flavour to the food. Wood
charcoal is also an ineffec-
tive option and if this ban is
to curb air pollution, then
wood charcoal should have
been prohibited,” he said,
adding this ban will not
help cut down on pollution
because there are larger
problems which are yet to
be attended to.

EDMC Commissioner Vi-
kas Anand said the ban on
firewood and coal “was not
new” and that it had been
“implemented last year”.

“There is some logic be-
hind this move and many
restaurants have moved to-
wards other fuel-based op-
tions. We are only imple-
menting the rules that have
been directed to us by
authorities,” Mr. Anand
said.

‘Wish she had told me about the threats earlier’

Acid survivor’s husband says accused had taken her to his room on false pretext

HEMANI BHANDARI
NEW DELHI

A 26-year-old woman is bat-
tling for life at a hospital,
days after she was attacked
with acid by a man, Montu,
whose advances she refused.
The victim’s husband wished
she had told him that the
man was threatening her.
Rakesh*, 30, who works at
a private company in Bawa-
na, said that he received a
call at 4.30 p.m. on Novem-
ber 3 that his wife had been
attacked. It took him 15 mi-
nutes to reach his residence

in Pooth Khurd where he got
to know that Montu had tied
his wife’s hands and threw
acid on her.

Mr. Rakesh, who hails
from Bihar, had come to Del-
hi years ago and had been
living in Badli. He got mar-
ried to Pinki* in 2011 and the
couple were living with their
three children.

“We came to know about
Montu about a year and a
half ago as he lived in the
neighbourhood. When I got
to know that he had been
making advances at my wife,

Funds under Scheduled Caste
Sub-Plan poorly utilised: plea

HC seeks response of Delhi Government

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday asked the Delhi Go-
vernment to respond to a
plea seeking utilisation of
funds under the Scheduled
Caste Sub-Plan (SCSP) to-
wards the socio-economic
development of people be-
longing to the Scheduled
Caste community.

A Bench of Chief Justice
D.N. Patel and Justice Jyoti
Singh gave the direction on a
petition filed by Harnam
Singh, who claims to be a so-
cial activist.

Mr. Singh, in his petition,
said that the SCSP, which was
introduced as part of the
Sixth Five Year Plan in 1980,
envisages “channelising a mi-
nimum flow of the outlays
and benefits from all sectors
of development in the annual
plans of States/UTs and Cen-
tral Ministries in proportion
to the Scheduled Caste popu-
lation of the State/UT
concerned”.

He contended that there is
poor utilisation of funds allo-
cated under the SCSP by the

»

authorities, which violates
several rights guaranteed to
the members of the Sche-
duled Caste community of
Delhi under Articles 14, 15,
16, 21, 21A, 37, 38, 39, 41, 46
and 47 of the Constitution.

“Only a miniscule fraction
of the allocated amount is
spent by the State Govern-
ment on the welfare of the
Scheduled Castes in com-
plete contravention of the
‘Revised Guidelines’ pu-
blished by the then Planning
Commission...,” the plea
said.

The plea said that in Delhi,
the population of Scheduled
Castes was 16.9% of the total
population. He further said
that a collective 17.92% of the
budget outlay was spent on
the welfare of SCs, STs, Other
Backward Classes and minor-
ities in 2020-2021.

He also said that the Delhi
Government has not provid-
ed the latest and relevant in-
formation/data regarding the
SCSP annual plan on its
website.

The High Court will hear
the case again on January 11.

we left Badli and moved to
Bawana three months ago,”
Mr. Rakesh said.

After shifting, Mr. Rakesh
said that he saw Montu there
a few times but didn’t know
that he had taken a room
nearby. “About a month ago,
I spotted him near my house
and I asked him why he had
come. He said he had come
to meet the children. I told
him to leave and never come
back,” he said.

On November 3, Montu
told Pinki that he had proof
of Mr. Rakesh’s infidelity and

took her to his room on a
false pretext. “She told me in
the hospital that he had ta-
ken her to his room on this
false pretext and asked her
to leave me and marry him.
She told me that Montu had
threatened her previously
and said that he would throw
acid on her face if she didn’t
accept,” Mr. Rakesh said.

“I wish she had told me
about these threats earlier,”
he said.

(Names  have  been
changed to protect the iden-
tity of the acid attack victim)

HC seeks Govt’s response to
plea on controlling dengue

Authorities get a week’s time to submit status reports

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday asked the Delhi Go-
vernment and the North Del-
hi Municipal Corporation to
respond to a plea seeking
steps to control the rising
dengue cases through regu-
lar fogging, forming inspec-
tion teams to check growth
of mosquito larvae, and im-
posing penalties for
violations.

Justice Rekha Palli grant-
ed a week’s time to the auth-
orities to submit their status
reports in the case while
posting it for further hearing
on November 18.

The petitioner, Ananya
Kumar, a resident of Model
Town in north Delhi, who

. A
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A municipal worker
fumigating an area in
Delhi. =FiLE PHOTO

suffered from dengue, said
the area is facing an on-
slaught of the disease.

The plea said that due to
the inaction of the authori-

on Tuesday. =v.V.KRISHNAN

ties in controlling the vector-
borne disease, many cases
are reported every day and
hospital beds are being oc-
cupied fast.

The Delhi Government’s
counsel said the authorities
are taking necessary steps to
check dengue cases in the
city.

The petition sought a di-
rection to the authorities to
control the disease in the
surrounding area of her resi-
dence and to conduct “regu-
lar fogging in the area, door-
to-door awareness cam-
paign, form teams to inspect
dengue larvae on the pre-
mises/area and to impose
penalty for violation and is-
sue dengue helpline num-
bers”.

BJP playing politics over Chhath,
AAP busy with preparations: Rai

CM trying to shirk responsibility of Yamuna cleanliness: Tiwari

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) Del-
hi in-charge and Environ-
ment Minister Gopal Rai on
Tuesday said that the BJP is
busy doing politics over
Chhath Puja, while AAP’s
Ministers and MLAs have ta-
ken charge of preparations
for the festival and are visit-
ing ghats.

Mr. Rai inspected the
preparations at Bhalswa lake
and said that facilities —
from tents to CCTV cameras
— have been provided at the
site. MLA Atishi inspected
several Chhath ghats, in-
cluding Giri Nagar and Tilak
Khand.

“Our only wish is to help
the people of Delhi, of Pur-
vanchal to celebrate Chhath
Puja without obstacles.
Amidst the enthusiasm and
the preparations, I would al-

‘Perception of courts goingon
“vacation like schools incorrect”

Pendency exists in spite of efforts by lawyers: HC judge

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Delhi High Court Judge Jus-
tice Jayant Nath, who demit-
ted office on Tuesday, said

that the public perception of

courts going on vacation like
schools was not correct and
that an “image change” was
necessary.

Speaking at his farewell
reference, Justice Nath said,
“Courts are overburdened
with long pending cases. Un-
fortunately, the perception
of a common man is to
blame the court for delay in
disposal of cases.”

“Much is said about the
courts going on vacations,
comparing it with school va-
cations. I can say with full
conviction that this public
image is not correct,” Justice
Nath said, adding that the

pendency is there in spite of

“huge efforts” by courts and
lawyers.

“The reasons for delay are
many but are not really at-
tributable to the courts. All I
can say is, the court needs to
take some steps to project

this hard and good work that
is being put in place by en-
gaging an appropriate ma-
chinery. I feel some image
change would be useful,” Jus-
tice Nath said.

‘Tunday Kababi’ ruling
At the event, which was
streamed live on YouTube
through Delhi High Court’s
official account, Chief Justice
D.N. Patel said Justice Nath
will forever be remembered
for his eminence and excel-
lence as a judge of the High
Court. “He shall be in our
hearts as a member of the fa-
mily,” Chief Justice Patel
said.

In December 2017, Justice

Nath ended the legal battle
over ownership of the name
‘Tunday Kababi’ after he
ruled that the name belongs
exclusively to Mohammad
Usman, the grandson of Haji
Murad Ali ‘Tunday’ in
Lucknow.

In June 2019, a Bench
headed by Justice Nath took
serious exception to video
footages of cops dragging
and assaulting a 15-year-old
boy and his father in broad
daylight in north-west Del-
hi’s Mukherjee Nagar, de-
scribing it an evidence of
“police brutality”.

The Bench had then
called for an independent re-
port on the incident from an
officer of the rank of Joint
Commissioner of Police
within a week.

In May this year, Justice
Nath had ruled that the Delhi
Government had no power
to indefinitely postpone the
collection of annual charges
and development fees by
private unaided schools as it
would unreasonably restrict
their functioning.

G) Our only wish is to

help the people of
Delhi, of Purvanchal
to celebrate Chhath
Puja without
obstacles. I urge the
people to adhere to
COVID-19 guidelines

GOPAL RAI
AAP Minister

so like to urge the people to
exercise caution and adhere
to COVID-19 guidelines. The
role of the BJP is to impose
its politics, while the respon-
sibility of AAP is to help con-
duct the puja. So, they’re do-
ing their part and we are
doing ours,” Mr. Rai said.
Meanwhile, north-east
Delhi BJP MP Manoj Tiwari
accused Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal of trying to
shirk his responsibility for
the cleanliness of the Yamu-

na and blame the Haryana +

Government for increased
ammonia levels.

Mr. Tiwari visited the Na-
jafgarh drain on Tuesday. “I
am here to expose the fact
that the Yamuna falls prey to
pollution not because of wa-
ter from Haryana but be-
cause the Delhi Government
did nothing to improve its
situation over the past seven
years,” he said at a point
where water from the Najaf-
garh drain was falling into
the river.

“The Delhi Government
has not only been mislead-
ing citizens but also the ho-
nourable Supreme Court
about the efforts to clean the
river. The CM is now disres-
pecting the Purvanchali peo-
ple by trying to hold them
and the Chhath festival res-
ponsible for the polluted Ya-
muna,” he added.

Opposition persistent on

reduction of VAT on fuel
Delhi’s VAT is highest in country: BJP

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Opposition on Tuesday
continued to exert pressure
on the Delhi Government to
slash fuel prices through a
reduction in Value Added
Tax (VAT).

While BJP MLAs staged a
sit-in outside Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal’s house for
the second consecutive day,
the Congress demonstrated
outside the Delhi
Secretariat.

BJP MLAs gathered out-
side the CM’s residence on
Tuesday afternoon, de-
manding relief for people.
Vijender Gupta, Mohan
Singh Bisht, Omprakash
Sharma, Jitendra Mahajan,
Anil Bajpai, Abhay Verma
and Ajay Mahawar partici-
pated in the sit-in.

Ramvir Singh Bidhuri,
Leader of Opposition in the
Delhi Assembly, sought to
remind the CM that after
winning the 2015 Assembly
elections, he had promised
that the VAT in Delhi would
be the lowest in the next
five years, but the opposite

»

had happened.

“Today the Delhi Go-
vernment is charging the
highest VAT on petrol and
diesel in the country. We
are reminding CM Kejriwal
of his promise,” Mr. Bidhuri
said.

The Delhi Congress held
a protest outside the Delhi
Secretariat, demanding a
reduction in fuel VAT. It
said that despite many State
Governments, including
Punjab, reducing the VAT
on petroleum products fol-
lowing a nominal reduction
on excise duty by the
Centre, the Delhi Govern-
ment had not followed suit.

Delhi Congress chief Ch.
Anil Kumar said, “In the
last seven years, the Delhi
Government has collected
over 325,000 crore on VAT
from petroleum products,
but has spent hardly on Del-
hiites. Mr. Kejriwal often
claims that ‘he is the son of
Delhi’, and this is an apt op-
portunity for him to prove
his ‘Delhi’ credentials, and
provide relief to the people
by reducing the oil prices.”
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Timings
DELHI
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 10
RISE  06:40 SET 17:31
RISE 12:22 SET 22:56
THURSDAY, NOV. 11
RISE  06:41 SET 17:30
RISE 13:10 SET 00:00
FRIDAY, NOV. 12
RISE  06:41 SET 17:30
RISE 13:49 SET 00:00

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 28 14
Safdarjang 28 14
Palam 28 16

Delhi Palam Today

29°C A dry weather to
continue. Shallow fog and mist
will occur during cool morning.
Day will be comfortable but
polluted.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow

28°C The weather wil be
dry.Moderate pollution level to
continue. A cool and misty
morning turns comfortable day
with mainly clear sky.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.
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for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

‘Gehlot likely to reduce
VAT on petrol, diesel

Rajasthan is charging highest tax on fuel, says BJP

MOHAMMED IQBAL
JAIPUR
After urging Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to further
slash the excise duty on fuel,
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot on Tuesday
said the State Government
would reduce the value ad-
ded tax (VAT) on petrol and
diesel to provide relief to the
people. The scope for ex-
tending the relief was being
examined, Mr. Gehlot said.

“When all States have ta-
ken action to reduce the fuel
prices, we will have to follow
suit...We will hold a meeting
to take a decision on the re-
duction of VAT and make an
announcement,” Mr. Gehlot
said at a public meeting dur-
ing the ‘Prashasan Gaon Ke
Sang’ (administration with
villages)  campaign in
Jodhpur.

Mr. Gehlot was being
pressured to reduce fuel
prices after the Congress-

ruled Punjab cut down the
price of petrol by 10 per
litre and diesel by 35 per litre
and claimed in an advertise-
ment that its fuel prices were
lower than those in Delhi,
Haryana and Rajasthan. The
Opposition BJP took up the
issue and targeted the State
Government for its stand.

Poonia writes to Sonia
BJP State president Satish
Poonia even wrote to Con-
gress president Sonia Gand-
hi on Tuesday, requesting
her to instruct Mr. Gehlot to
announce VAT reduction in
the interest of people. The
BJP also said that the State
Government was charging
the highest VAT on fuel in
the country.

Mr. Gehlot had earlier
said that the VAT collection
of the States had automati-
cally reduced in a propor-
tionate manner after the
Centre’s decision to cut the

Param Bir created ‘bad image’
for police, CID tells court

Dept. seeks remand of two junior officers in extortion case

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI

A court here on Tuesday re-
manded two police officers
in the custody of the Maha-
rashtra Criminal Investiga-
tion Department (CID) in a
case of alleged extortion in
which former Mumbai Pol-
ice Commissioner Param Bir
Singh is one of the accused.

Mr. Singh created a “bad
image” for the Mumbai Pol-
ice, Special Public Prosecu-
tor Shekhar Jagtap told the
court while seeking the re-
mand of the arrested
officers.

The CID has also sought a
non-bailable warrant against
Mr. Singh in the case, and
the court is likely to pass an
order on the plea on
Wednesday.

“The notorious approach
of Param Bir Singh, for ages,
has created bad image of the
Mumbai Police and others,”
said Mr. Jagtap.

The courts have already
issued warrants against Mr.
Singh in two other cases of
extortion, one of them regis-
tered in Mumbai and anoth-
er in neighbouring Thane.

Police Inspectors Nandku-
mar Gopale and Asha Korke,
previously posted with the
Mumbai Crime Branch, were
produced on Tuesday before
Additional Chief Metropoli-
tan Magistrate R.M. Nerlikar
in an extortion case regis-
tered at the Marine Drive
police station here.

Sent to custody

Mr. Gopale is currently post-
ed at the Khandala police
training centre while Ms.
Korke is with the Naigaon lo-
cal arms unit.

The judge sent them to se-
ven days’ custody of the CID
after hearing the arguments.
The two were arrested on
Monday based on the com-
plaint filed by real estate de-

veloper Shyamsunder Agra-
wal on July 22.

Seeking their custody, the
CID said they had played ac-
tive role in the crime and it
wanted to investigate their
connection with the other
accused and their financial
transactions. The money
that was extorted from the
complainant is yet to be re-
covered, the CID said, ad-
ding that it wanted to con-
front some witnesses with
the accused.

Advocate Aniket Nikam,
appearing for Mr. Gopale,
opposed the remand plea,
saying the accused had
cooperated with the probe
and appeared before the in-
vestigators four times. The
FIR was registered in April
for the offence allegedly
committed in March and
what was the CID doing for
four months, he asked,
pointing out that no char-
gesheet has been filed yet.

excise duty on petrol by %5
per litre and on diesel by 10
per litre. He has been pitch-
ing for a slash in the addi-
tional excise duty, special ex-
cise duty and cess on fuel.

Several BJP-ruled States
have reduced VAT rates after
the Centre’s move.

In a letter addressed to
the Prime Minister on Mon-
day, Mr. Gehlot had said if
the Centre further reduced
the excise duty by %10 on pe-
trol and %15 on diesel, then
the VAT would automatically
reduce by ¥3.40 on petrol
and ¥3.90 on diesel. As a re-
sult, Rajasthan was ready to
bear a revenue loss of
%3,500 crore, he said.

The Chief Minister also
said that the Centre had re-
duced the States’ share in
the excise duty on fuel after
2016 and the States were not
getting any share from the
additional or special excise
duty charged by the Centre.

Centre moves
SC on Delhi
ration scheme

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Centre has moved the
Supreme Court against a
Delhi High Court decision
clearing the way for the
Delhi government’s door-
step delivery of ration
scheme.

A Bench led by Justice L.
Nageswara Rao on Tuesday
adjourned the hearing to
November 12.

A Bench of Justices Vipin
Sanghi and Jasmeet Singh
of the High Court had said
that the Delhi Government
should first issue commu-
nication to each of the fair
price shop holders, in-
forming them of the partic-
ulars of the ration cardhol-
ders who have opted to
receive their rations at
their doorstep.

“Only thereafter, the ra-
tions, to the extent that
they are being supplied to
such beneficiaries, need
not be supplied to the fair
price shop holders,” the
Bench had said.

Shillong Sikhs set precondition for talks

Meghalaya Government wants to shift them out of prime location to the outskirts

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The Harijan Panchayat Com-
mittee (HPC) representing
the largely Dalit Sikh resi-
dents of a prime location in
Meghalaya capital Shillong
has set a precondition for
talks with the State Govern-
ment.

The residents of Them
Iew Mawlong, known as the
Harijan Colony or the Punja-
bi Lane, have been facing ev-
iction following a conflict
with some locals in 2018.

Chief Minister Conrad K.
Sangma had a few days ago

Dalit youth's death triggers

said the Government was
open to holding talks with
the stakeholders. The HPC
responded by asking the Go-
vernment to first recognise
the existence and the pre-
sence of the settlers.

In a letter to the CM, HPC
secretary Gurjit Singh appre-
ciated the call for talks but
said the residents facing ev-
iction also need a formal
agenda-based invitation
from the Government to
break the ice. “The residents
of the colony never received
an invitation from the high-
level committee. On the con-

trary, we were constantly gi-
ven veiled threats of forcible
eviction,” Mr. Singh said.

He trashed the claims of
the CM and Deputy CM Pres-
tone Tynsong that the com-
mittee had never received
any representation or objec-
tion from them.

‘Disclose agreement’

Mr. Singh also criticised the
Government for not disclos-
ing the contents of the tri-
partite agreement among
the Government, the acting
Syiem (king-like chieftain) of
Mylliem and the Shillong

Municipal Board. The Go-
vernment had in October
claimed that it had taken
possession of the colony
land after paying a premium
of 32 crore to the Syiem, the
original owner of the land.
The HPC claims that some
350 Sikh and Punjab-origin
families have been living in
the colony since their fore-
fathers were gifted the land
by the then Syiem 200 years
ago. “What is so sacrosanct
in the agreement that it is
not being made available
even after filing of RTI appli-
cations?” Mr. Singh asked.

arow in Kanniyakumari

His relatives refuse to receive the body

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KANNIYAKUMARI

The death of a Dalit youth has caused a
controversy in Kanniyakumari after his
relatives alleged foul play and refused to
receive the body for the second day on
Tuesday.

The police insisted that the youth had
ended his life, but his relatives main-
tained that he was killed because he was
in a love with a caste Hindu girl.

S. Sureshkumar, of Thovalai, was seen
last on Monday in a garden near Kattu-
puthur, the native village of the girl.

He was taken to a private hospital and
then to the Government Medical College
Hospital, Asaripallam, where he died.

‘He was attacked’

His relatives said the girl’s family did not
approve of their relationship and lodged
a complaint with the Boothapandi pol-
ice station. While Sureshkumar’s family

CcM
K

appeared for an inquiry, he did not turn
up. When searched, he was found in an
unconscious state. His brother Suman
Ananath had said in a complaint that
there were injuries in Sureshkumar’s
neck and legs.

“He was attacked and then forced to
drink poison,” he said.

“He was vexed because their love af-
fair could not end in marriage. When his
relatives suspected foul play, we decided
to conduct the post-mortem in their pre-
sence. The post-mortem report says he
has consumed poison,” said Kanniyaku-
mari SP V. Badri Narayanan.

He said the police would consider all
the facts highlighted by Sureshkumar’s
family while investigating the matter
further.

(Assistance for those with suicidal
tendency is available at the State’s
health helpline 104 or Sneha’s suicide
prevention helpline 044-24640050.)
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Ahmednagar fire tragedy: civil
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PUBLIC NOTICE

The general publicis informed hereby that the allottee
of residential plot no. B-58, Sector 55, Noida Mr.
Inderjeet Singh Walia, S/o Shri Umrao Singh Walia,
R/061-A Arjun Nagar, New Delhi had executed GPAin
favour of Shri Sanjay Kumar, S/0 Shri Prakash Lal,
address B-4, Central Market, Kalyanpuri, Delhi and
the GPA was registered at sub-registrar office Noida
on 09.10.1990 vide Book No. 4, Zild No. 149, Page
No. 178, Document no. 12352 AT Book no- 4, Zild no -
1523, page no - 271-276. Thereafter Shri Sanjay|
Kumar S/o Shri Prakash Lal R/0 B-4, Central Market,
Kalyanpuri executed GPA in favour of Smt. Shanti
Verma W/o Late Shri Amiteshwar Prasad Verma R/o
P.0. Chhapra Town, Distt- Saran (Bihar).
The same was registered at sub registrar office Noida
0n03.12.93 vide Book no -4, Zild no - 42, page no-50,
DocumentNo - 2845, AT Book no -4, Zild no -53, page
no 121-126. Atpresent, GPA holder Smt Shanti Verma
W/o Late Shri Amiteshwar Prasad Verma want to
transferthe residential plot no-B 58, Sector-55, Noida
to her sons Shri Rajesh Kumar S/o Late Shri
Amiteshwar Prasad Verma and Shri Vikash KumarS/o
Late Shri Amiteshwar Prasad Verma as she is not
keeping good health due to age related issues.
Presently the whereabouts of Mr. Sanjay Kumar is not
known. So by way of this public notice if anybody has
any objection regarding this transfer, he/she must
contact residential department of Noida Authority
within 30 days of publication of this notice with all
documents and proofs failing which in future any type
of claims shall not be entertained/valid after the
stipulated period. Signatory
Shanti Verma
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Following the Ahmednagar
hospital fire tragedy where 11
COVID-19 patients, mostly
senior citizens, lost their
lives, the Maharashtra Go-
vernment has suspended
the district civil surgeon
along with three other hos-
pital staff personnel, while
terminating the services of
two nurses.

State Health Minister Ra-
jesh Tope tweeted late on
Monday that Ahmednagar
District Civil Surgeon Sunil
Pokharna along with two
medical officers — Suresh
Dakhe and Vishaka Shinde —
and staff nurse Sapna Path-
are had been suspended.

Service terminated

The services of two staff
nurses — Asma Sheikh and
Chhana Anant — have been

Charred remains: A view of the hospital's COVID-19 ward

that caught firein Ahmednagar. =reuters

terminated.

“Based on the informa-
tion available in the Ahmed-
nagar hospital fire tragedy,
we have taken action against
some officials..” Mr. Tope
had tweeted.

Soon after the incident on
last Saturday, the clamour
for action against the district
civil surgeon had been grow-

ing steadily with Dr. Pokhar-
na facing flak from irate rela-
tives of the deceased,
political parties and activists
for his alleged failure to en-
sure that safety measures
were in place in the hospital.

According to sources, the
decision was taken on the
basis of the report submitted
by a team of senior officials

Bihar BJP calls for rethink
on prohibition after deaths

deputed by the Government
to probe the causes that led
to the incident.

At a press conference on
November 7, Mr. Tope had
promised stern action
against those found guilty on
the basis of the report of the
committee appointed by the
State Government.

Despite the Health Minis-
ter and the district adminis-
tration claiming that a fire
audit of the hospital had
been conducted a few
months back, the district fire
authorities said that the hos-
pital was utterly wanting in
basic firefighting
infrastructure.

According to fire authori-
ties, apart from fire extin-
guishers, the civil hospital
lacked a concrete firefight-
ing system and allegedly had
no fire sprinklers, hydrants
or even smoke detectors.

Mayawati: BJP,
SP making it a
Hindu-Muslim
election in U.P.

Chief Minister Nitish Kumar to review liquor policy next week
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The prohibition laws which
came into effect in Bihar in
April 2016 have now caused a
divide in the State BJP, a
partner in the ruling coali-
tion, after over a hundred pe-

nister Nitish Kumar, came out
in support of prohibition in :
the State.

“Since people have died by
consuming spurious liquor, it :
does not mean that there will :
be an end to the prohibition :

The Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) president Mayawati
on Tuesday said on Tues-
day that the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) and the main
Opposition Samajwadi Par-
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rious review of the prohibi-
tion laws, another group has
supported it.

Cornered from all sides ov-

last week after consuming
spurious liquor, said there
was need for a serious review
of the prohibition laws in the

On Slot/Share Basis
NO SECURITY & VERY LOW RENT

Location: Between All Famous IAS
Coaching Centres in Old Rajinder

that the two were “diffe-
rent sides of the same
coin” and that there was no

strictly in the State,” said Mr. :
Modi. :
After the recent hooch :
deaths, the local police in the :

Nagar Main Market, New Delhi-60
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Kent
Vacuum Cleaner”

Launches ‘Kent Zoom

This festive season calls for more time
for your loved ones! So, it's about time to
switch to a smarter way of ensuring that
your living space is dirt-free in no time.
With the onset of Diwali KENT takes
the worries of cleaning your home away
with the launch of “KENT Zoom Vacuum
Cleaner”. The biggest USP of this futuristic
and ahead of its time product is that it is
cordless, hoseless & rechargeable. It
makes it very manageable and allows one
to clean every nook and corner of your
home & car! Commenting on this innovative
smart home appliance, Mr. Mahesh Gupta,
Chairman KENT RO Systems Ltd said
“Unlike traditional vacuum cleaners which
are cumbersome, KENT Zoom offers a
never like before cleaning experience
coupled with unmatched speed. It comes
with a hoseless and cordless design and
is equipped with features such as multi
nozzle, handy fold & motorized floor.”
For uninterrupted cleaning, this Vacuum
Cleaner is well equipped with rechargeable
Lithium battery. Once fully charged it
runs for 30-40 minutes continuously.
Furthermore, to ensure ease of comfort of
the user there is no bag attached to the
vacuum cleaner making it lightweight and
handy. It collects dust in a chamber and
disposable dust bags are not required.
Additionally, KENT Zoom Vacuum Cleaner
comes with the Multi Nozzle Operation. It
gives you freedom to deep clean surfaces
which requires a close and detailed
cleaning. Another highlight of the product
is its motorized floor brush operation. This
facilitates to clean both hard surfaces such
as floors and soft ones such as carpets.
Also, the handy fold operation gives you
freedom to clean tough and unreachable
areas. This product also boasts of 130W
powerful suction motor that sucks all the
dust from every corner of the room and
makes it spotless and dust-free. Moreover,
keeping the hygiene factor in mind, the
vacuum cleaner is geared with advanced
cyclonic technology that sucks dust at high
speed to make your room spotless clean.
KENT Zoom Vacuum Cleaner Efficient
Particulate Arrestor (HEPA) filter which is

NS IAS

like rural and urban masses in villages
and towns and students in schools and
colleges in proximity of its offices across
the length and breadth of IndianOil's
15000 km plus pipeline network. Mr
Anant Kumar Singh, IPS, CVO, IndianQil
visited PLHO, Noida for the concluding
function where he addressed over 200
officers in hybrid mode. He complimented
the senior leadership of Pipelines Division
for successfully conducting the vigilance
awareness activities across its 5 regions
and 100 plus locations in unison during
VAW-2021. Speaking on the evolving
function of Vigilance, he highlighted the
importance of Preventive Vigilance and
leveraging technologies for e-vigilance
, sensitised all about the recent CVC
Manual on Vigilance Guidelines and
covered the entire spectrum of the
evolving vigilance function including PIDPI
and Whistle Blower Act.

NBCC hands over pending flats to
homebuyers on dhanteras

On the festive occasion of Diwali, NBCC
offered the Letter of possession to the
homebuyers  for their long-awaited
dream homes in a holy ceremony held at
Centurian Park project in Greater Noida
on 02.11.2021. The possession letters
were given to flat owners in the presence
Ld. Court Receiver, Monitoring Committee
appointed by the Hon’ble Supreme Court
of India and NBCC officials. Delivery of
these flats has come as a breather to the
distressed Homebuyers. On receiving
the letters, the buyers expressed their
gratitude to the Ld. Court Receiver
and NBCC for completing the long
pending flats despite of the disruptions
of COVID-19 Pandemic. Out of 110 nos.
of completed flats the possession letters
were issued to 28 no. of homebuyers who
paid their outstanding dues whereas the
rest were requested to clear their dues so
that the possession letters can be issued
to them as well. It is worth mentioning that
at present the projects are being funded
by SBI CAP enabling NBCC for timely
completion of the project.

Banaras Locomotive Works built
3000 HP cape Gauge successfully

# 9891186439, 9811069629, 9015912244, 011-21654588

Website : www.careerplusonline.com / www.careerplusgroup.com

Union Minister of Railways, Commerce
& Industry and Consumer Affairs, Food
and Public Distribution, Shri Piyush Goyal
and Shri Piyush Goyal flagged off 02
locomotives for export to Mozambique
of 3000 HP Cape Gauge on 10th March,
2021 at Banaras Rail Locomotive Factory.
Jennifer Abdulai, Minister of Transport
and Communications, Government
of Mozambique flagged off via video
conferencing.Under the spirit of self-reliant
India, these Cape Gauge Diesel Locos
have been manufactured in India and
financed by India. This is BLW's first AC-
AC Traction System 3000 HP, Cape Gauge
Loco. The capacity of these locomotives
is 2255 tonnes at a speed of 100 kmph.
The most important item of the engine i.e.
the crank-case assembly is manufactured
in-house at BLW. These locomotives are
equipped with state-of-the-art technology
like AC-AC Traction System, Computer
Controlled Brake System etc. To enhance
the comfort of the crew, facilities like air
conditioning, hot plate, refrigerator etc.
have been provided in the cab of the
locomotive.General Manager Anjali Goyal
described this historic achievement as
the result of hard work and dedication of
the officers and employees of Banaras
Locomotive Works (BLW).

ONGC CMD nominated as
President of All India Public Sector
Sports Promotion Board

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited
(ONGC) CMD Subhash Kumar has
been unanimously nominated as the
President of the All India Public Sector
Sports Promotion Board (AIPSSPB).
The decision was taken during the 13th
Annual General Meeting (AGM) held on
7 November 2021 in New Delhi. Earlier,
Mr Kumar was serving as the Executive
Vice President of the Board.During the
tenure of ONGC CMD as the Executive
Vice President of the All India Sports
body, the Board has made phenomenal
contributions towards the promotion of
sports across the country. The hard work
of AIPSSPB was illustrated after nine (9)
officers of central PSUs ONGC and 10C

er the recurring hooch
deaths, Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar has now called a high-
level review of the prohibi-
tion policy on November 16.
Mr. Kumar also said prohibi-
tion in the State was not his
private concern but a public
matter and people them-
selves should make it effec-
tive, adding that there were
always some who indulge in
“misdeeds”.

In the last four days, over
40 people have died, and sev-
eral others lost their vision in
Gopalganj, West Champaran,
Samastipur, Muzaffarpur, Si-
wan and Rohtas districts after
consuming spurious liquor.

The State’s BJP chief San-
jay Jaiswal, who comes from
West Champaran district

State. “I believe that this law
has been enacted for about
six years and the success and
failures of it should be recon-
sidered,”
presspersons.

The State BJP president
further said, “Police, liquor
mafias and local administra-
tion nexus in the State has
helped flourish the business
of illegal liquor” and emba-
rassed the Chief Minister and
his Government. A group of
State BJP leaders too support-
ed Mr. Jaiswal and said “the
time has come that the Go-
vernment should rethink ov-
er prohibition laws in the
State”.

However, senior State BJP
leader and Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Sushil Kumar Modi, who

affected districts arrested 568 :
people under new stringent
prohibition laws. Ever since :
prohibition laws came into ef- :
fect in April 2016, over 100 :
lakh litres of liquor — both In-
dian Made Foreign Liquor :
(IMFL) and country made — :
and nearly 60,000 vehicles :
have been seized. Over four :
lakh arrests were made but
only few hundred persons :
have been convicted. About :
600 police and excise offi- :
cials were suspended and dis- :
missed for their connivance :
with the liquor mafia. :

“We’ll hold a review meet- :
ing on November 16 after :
Chhath and ensure that those :
involved in illegal or illicit :
trade of liquor are not :
spared,” Mr. Kumar said. :

Mr Jaiswal told

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
O/o THE CHIEF ENGINEER AND BASIN MANAGER,
MAHANADI BASIN, BURLA-768017
E-mail Id - cebmumbburla@gmail.com

‘e’ Procurement Notice No-UMB-12/2021-22 (Online)

BID IDENTIFICATION NO- UMB-12/2021-22 (Online) DATED. 03.11.2021

Type of the work

: | Renovation and Improvement of Parmanpur Distributary.

No of works

1101 (One) No.

Class of Contractor

: | “Super” Class

:| UMB-12/2021-22 (Online)

Estimated Cost

:| Rs.1947.65 Lakh (Approx.)

Period of Completion

:| 18 (Eighteen) Calender Months

1
2
3.
4. | Bid Identification No
5
6
7

bid documents in the portal

Date and time of availability of |:

Dt. 12.11.2021 at 11.00 AM to
Dt. 07.12.2021 up to 5.00 PM

bids in the portal

8. | Last date / time for receipt of |:

Dt. 07.12.2021 up to 5.00 PM

9. | Date of opening of Technical
Bid (Cover-I).

1| Dt. 08.12.2021 at 11.30 AM.

0/o Chief Engineer & Basin Manager, Mahanadi Basin, Burla.

10. Name and Address of the
Officer Inviting Bid

:| chief Engi

& Basin Manager, Mah
Dist-Sambalpur,0disha, 768017
Email Id: cebmumbburla@gmail.com

di Basin, Burla,

Website.

A-592:

1. Any addendum/corrigendum/ cancellation/ erratum of tender can also be seen in the said

2. Further details can be seen from Government Website http://tenderodisha.gov.in.
Chief Engineer & Basin Manager, Mahanadi Basin, Burla

OIPR-32048/11/0014/2122

difference between them.
To divert attention from its
anti-people policy and fai-
lures, the BJP was working
in collusion with the SP to
raise communal and reli-
gious issues, she told re-
porters at a press confe-
rence here. “They want to
make the election Hindu-
Muslim,” she said

It must be recalled that
in 2019 Ms. Mayawati had
allied with the SP for the
Lok Sabha election but
broke off the ties after the
results, renewing acrimo-
ny between the two sides
who have ruled the State
for most of the last three
decades.

Referring to SP chief Ak-
hilesh Yadav’s latest re-
mark on Muhammad Ali
Jinnah at a rally in Hardoi
and Chief Minister Yogi Ad-
ityanath’s regular utteranc-
es on the 1990 firing on
‘karsevaks’ in Ayodhya un-
der the Mulayam Singh Go-
vernment, Ms. Mayawati
said the SP and BJP were
dependant on each other
and nourished each other’s
politics.

“Both parties are cas-
teist and communal,” said
Ms. Mayawati, stating that
when the SP is in power,
the BJP gets strengthened.
In contrast, when the BSP
comes to power, the BJP
becomes weak, she said.
Despite a long list of her
leaders switching loyalty to
the SP, Ms. Mayawati said
their exit will not impact
her party. Party workers
and supporters don’t lea-
veBSP when these leaders
quit, she argued.

washable. This technology helps provide COMmissioned in Mozambique :ﬁgeDL?ZennéLya:ng\?vZ?:s ‘?(’)i:hz(t)gi SH::Z E‘ PRADESH MEDICA RV g [ SOUTHERN POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY OF TELANGANA LTD.
. i i : OPMEN ORPORATIO "" e-Procurement Tender Notice [Paper Notification
clean, dust-free and spotless surrounding  The BLW built 3000 HP Cape Gauge . - AGM, ONGC Executive Director HP CTURE DEVELOPMEN e-Procurement Tender Notice [Paper Notification]

and reduces the air pollution with low dust
and particulate matter (PM) discharge.
This modern home assistant is priced
at Rs. 9950 and available at Amazon,
Flipkart, all Kent outlets and online on
www.kent.co.in

IndianOil’s Pipeline  Division
observes Vigilance Awareness
Week-2021

IndianOil's Pipelines Division HO
and its over 100 locations observed the
Vigilance Awareness Week-2021 from
26th October to 1st November 2021
under the theme: Independent India @75:
Self Reliance with Integrity. Awareness
activities were conducted for employees,
their families , business partners as well as
for stakeholders beyond the organisation

locomotive has been  successfully
commissioned in Mozambique. It may be
noted that Banaras Locomotive Works has
signed an agreement with RITES on 02
November 2020 for the supply of six 3000
HP CG Locomotives to Mozambique. BLW
completed the locomotive construction in a
period of 9 months and all six locomotives
were shipped to Mozambique by 21
August in the delivery period even after the
COVID pandemic. A technical team from
BLIW was dispatched to Mozambique
on 15.10.21 to commission the three
locomotives available in Mozambique
(Bira). The commissioning team of BLW
has successfully commissioned all the
three locomotives available in Mozambique
on 02.11.21 to the full satisfaction of CFM/
Mozambique. It is to be mentioned that the

Singh was also unanimously nominated as
the Vice President of the Board.The Board
decided to enhance its efforts to revive
the sporting activities, which have been
affected due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
by conducting inter-PSU events in some
games. In this line, the first event of the
Financial Year will be a PSU Cricket
Tournament to be conducted with financial
assistance from ONGC preferably in
December 2021.Representatives of 18
member organizations namely ONGC,
AAIl, Oriental Insurance, Bank of Baroda,
Central Warehousing Corporation,
Reserve Bank of India, EPFO, NALCO,
BHEL, Air India, MTNL, HPCL, LIC, FCI,
NFL, Coal India, BSNL and Oil India
participated in the AGM.

DIPR 478PP/CL, Dt: 09-11-2021

Plot No.9, Survey No.49, IT Park, Mangalagiri-522503, Guntur District.
Amaravathi Region, Andhra Pradesh, email : ce.aphmhidc@gmail.com

T.N No.14/APMSIDC/TECHNICAL/2021-22, Dated : 05-11-2021

Tenders are invited through AP e-procurement platform for A. Civil Wing -
1) Establishment of Central Sophisticated Analytical Facility in the premises of
Siddhartha Medical College, Vijayawada in Krishna District.- Rs.7.15 Crores
B. Drugs Wing - 2) Selection of agency for condemnation of expired drugs in
Central Drug Stores at Srikakulam, Vizianagaram, Visakhapatnam and Kakinada
(Package 1), Eluru, Machilipatnam, Guntur, Prakasam and Nellore (Package I1),
Tirupati, Kadapa, Anantapur and Kurnool (Package Ill) C. Equipment Wing -
3) Procure and supply of Equipment and EPBX Lines to various Govt. Hospitals
in AP Under NABARD Scheme D. Administration Wing - 4) Selection of
registered Valuers (Approved by Central Govt./State Govt./RBI/Public Sector
Banks) for Valuation of land, buildings, plant & machinery of 10 existing
medical colleges and 9 attached institutions in the State of Andhra Pradesh
5) Applications are invited for appointment of Chief Financial Officer for APMERC
(The details of SI No. 5 is available only on Admin Wing of http://msidc.ap.nic.in)
The other details can be seen at the website http://msidc.ap.nic.in.

Sd/- MANAGING DIRECTOR

e-procurement platform.

TSSPDCL intends to float tenders for procurement of (a) LT GI Pins,
(b) LT Metal Parts, (c) 11 KV Metal Parts, (d) 33KV Metal Parts, (e) 33KV CT
of Ratio 600-300/1-1-1A 0.2S Class and (f) LT Distribution Boxes (SMC) on

For further details of each item above, please visit www.tssouthernpower.com,
www.tender.telangana.gov.in Phone: 040-23431319, 1035, 1033, 1026, 1360

DIPR R.0.No.17729-PP/CL/ADVT/1/2021-22 Dt. 09.11.2021

sd/- (U. BALA SWAMY)
CHIEF GENERAL MANAGER (P&MM)

(&) TAMIL NADU GENERATION AND DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LTD

Notice Inviting Tenders (E- Tendering Process)

=

Due date & time for

SI.No | Tender Inviting Authority| ion No. and Di

on of ion of Tender’

1. | CE/IMECHANICAL/COAL

COAL (Ship) - 90/ dt.01.11.2021 Performance Monitoring Services of
TANGEDCO Chartered vessels engaged for coastal transportation of
thermal coal in East Coast of India involving sea legs between

25.11.2021
upto 14.30 hours

Haldia/F ip/Vizag and Ennore/ Cl
accountof TANGEDCO for a period of 18 months.

ikal/Tuticorin  on

DIPR/ 3273 /TENDER/2021

The tender Specification can be downloaded from TANGEDCO website,
https:/itntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app at free of cost. Tender will be opened through the NIC portal.

gov.in, tn.gov.in,

CHIEF ENGINEER/MECHANICAL/COAL

“Gersmar SLbS SahSITD DLBEESTD, sTsmer Uflbs sMSSD v HGLIMD”
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THE= = HINDU

OPPORTUNITIES

HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT <« JOBS ¢ TECHNOLOGY

GENERAL

= INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY TIRUPATI
N STITUTE OF TEC 0G U

No: IT T/Hindi Officer/2021 November 10, 2021
IT Tirupati is in need of a Hindi Consultant to be engaged on
contract basis from retired Officials of Central Government. The
interested retired officials may please visit http:/iittp.ac.in for
detailed advertisement and also prescribed application form. The
last date for receipt of applications is 10-12-2021.

Registrar, IT Tirupati

TIRUPA ,I'. Renigunta Road, Settipalli Post, Tirupati-817508, Chittoor District, , AP,

THE HARMFUL

EFFECT OF
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ACADEMY OF MARITIME EDUCATION AND TRAINING
(Deemed to be University Under Section 3 of UGC Act 1956)

AMET RECRUITS

DIRECTOR FOR ONLINE AND DISTANGE LEARNING

An Academician with full time experience in Online Learning
and Distance Education with good knowledge in latest ICT
Technologies

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS / PROFESSORS

IN MANAGEMENT STUDIES AND COMPUTER SCIENCE
with Industry Experience and qualifications as per UGC norms

GOVERNMENT OF HIMACHAL PRADESH
JAL SHAKTI DEPARTMENT
“NOTICE INVITING TENDERS”

The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Division Sarkaghat invites tender on behalf of
Governor of Himachal Pradesh from eligible Government Contractors for the following
work through offline process:-

WE CAN REDUCE NOISE POLLUTION BY FOLLOWING THE TIPS BELOW:

Say no to crackers during festivals & - Shut the door/ barricade the area
Important occasions when using noisy machines

S. Name of work Estimated | Earnest | Cost of | Time Do not Honk! Unnecessarily Use the sound limiters with DJ and

No Cost | fnoney | from RESERCH SCIENTISTS Do not use horn in identified silence public qddre§3|ng system -

1. | C/o GWSS Rohan Bharyana in GP. [3,09,350- | 6190~ | 250~ | Three AssoclaFe Professpr/ RrofessorCadre i o goles Follow the noise rules and limits of
Gounta & Rakhota, Tehsi Sarkaghat, Months. Mechanical Engineering, EEE, Ocean Engineering, Use the acoustic enclosure with DJ sets noise level

Distt. (H.P.) (SH:-Laying, Jointing &
Testing 15 mm dia Node No. 52-62=100 Rmt, Node No.99-100=450 Rmt, 20mm
dia Node N0.91-92 =450, 52-53=500 Rmt ,& 40mm dia Node No. 1-2 =550 Rmt
Total = 2050 Rmt). Job No.1

2. | C/O GWSS Rohan Bharyana in G.P. |2,66,489/- | 5330/~ | 250/- Three

Gounta & Rakhota, Tehsil Sarkaghat, Months.
Distt. (H.P.) ( SH:-Laying Jointing &
Testing 15 mm dia Node No. 43-48 = 250 Rmt, 25mm dia Node No.2-42 =
1500 Rmt, Total =1750 Rmt). Job No 2

Management Studies, Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics,
Marine Biotechnology and other Marine Related Disciplines;
Doctorate degree with credible publications and experience in
handling Government Funded Projects is essential; Retired
persons can also apply

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
3. | C/O GWSS Rohan Bh in G.P. 2,94,926/- | 5900/- 250/- Th
Gounta & Rekhota, Tohsi Sarkaghat, e[| | IN MARINE ENGINEERING AND NAUTICAL SCIENCE

Distt. (H.P.) (SH:-Laying jointing & , Qualifications as per DGS norms
Testing 15 mm dia Node No. 20-27 = 300, 9-37 =150 Rmt., 20mm dia Node No.

4-20 =545 Rmt,.4-5 =160, 32mm dia Node No.2-4 =870 Rmt. Total =2025 Rmt). INSTRUCTORS IN THE SEAMANSHIP LAB
Job No 3.

4. | CIO GWSS Rohan Bharyana in G.P. |3,13.5791- | 6280- | 2501 |Three Age should be below 50 years; Held e rank as Bosun (Serang)
Gounta & Rakhota, Tehsil Sarkaghat, Months. or Able Seafarer on a Merchant Ship Ex-Navy/ Coast Guard
Distt. (H.P.) (SH:-Laying jointing & . .
Testing 15 mm dia Node No. 13-13 =150 Rmt,. 66-69 =350, 66-77-150,Rmt., Instructors must be Petty Officers or equivalent from the
20mmdia Node No. 4-8 =345 Rmt. 8-11 =525, 32 dia Node No. 65-66 =550 Rmt. i
Total =2070 Rmt).Job No 4. Seamgn§hlp bran(.:h. ] ] )

The eligible candidates can apply with detailed curriculum
vitae by email to registrar@ametuniv.ac.in within 10 days.

- Registrar

Use of silencers in automobiles Go Green by planting trees

Is your neighbour creating unbearable noise
Are you sick of DJs, Loud Speakers & PA Systems

‘ ERSS-112

Dedicated Helpline for
Noise Pollution - 155271

You can call on

You can also lodge ‘ ngms.delhi.gov.in
complaint online on and Green Delhi App

ERSS - Emergency Response Support System

Last date sale of tender form Divisional office 25-11-2021.
The tender form and other detailed conditions can be downloaded from the website
www.hpiph.org. or from office above Executive Engineer upto date specified.
Executive Engineer,
Jal Shakti Division, Sarkaghat
HP/4672/21-22  HIM SUCHNA AVAM JAN SAMPRAK

ERSS - 112 - It is one stop emergency number available 24x7. It is pan-India
single number (112) based response system for persons in distress.

DIP/Shabdarth/D/0129/21-22

Call for issues relating to:
Single Number to reach police, ambulance or fire services ‘ ' g/

Department of Environment, Government of NCT of Delhi )
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Fadnavis claims Malik
has underworld links

NCP Minister hits back, says he will expose the former CM

various farms of the Jammu Divi

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

Directorate of Sheep Husbandry Department Kashmir
Lal-Mandi, Srinagar 190008 , Tel. No: 09194-2310604. Fax No: 0194-2311063
Email id: kashmirmerino.sheep@gmail.com
e-Nit No:-DSHK/ACCTTS/11510-11521 Dated:-06 -11-2021
Subject: E-Tendering Notice for Carriage/Transportation of dry fodder crop and sanjahay.
For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of Jammu & Kashmir, Union Territory of India, e-Tenders in two
bid system (Technical-1 and Financial bid-2) through Chairman State Level Purchase committee,
Sheep Husbandry Department, J&K, Kashmir (Directorate of Sheep Husbandry Department,
Kashmir) are invited for Carriage/Transportation of dry fodder crop and sanja hay from Fodder
development Farm Lam and Kalsian, Tehsil Nowshera, District Rajouri for the year 2021-22 to

ision mentioned below.

S.No Name of the Farm

1. Sheep Breeding Farm Reasi

2. Sheep Breeding Farm Panthal

3. Sheep Breeding Farm Billawar

4. Sheep Breeding Farm Thathri

5. Sheep Breeding Farm Balnoi

6. Sheep Breeding Farm Chandrkote7.Dairy Goat Farm Rajbagh

The bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility, criteria, specifications, bill of
quantities (B.0.Q), set of terms and conditions of supply/contract and other details can be
seen/downloaded from the e-procurement website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates

given below.

01 | Date of Issue of Tender Notice 06-11-2021

02 | Period of downloading of bidding documents 07-11-2021 to 16-11-2021
03 | Bid submission start date 07-11-2021

04 | Bid Submission end date

16-11-2021(4:00 p.m)

05 | Date and time of opening of bids (online)

17-11-2021(2:00 p.m)

bid submission process.

vendor.

bidding will be accepted in

1. Instructions for bidders regarding e-tendering process:-
|.  Bidders are advised to download bids submission manual from the “Downloads option as well
as from Bidders Manual kit” on the website www.jktenders.gov.in to acquaint themselves with

Il.  To participate in bidding process bidder has to get a Digital Signature Certificate (DSC), as per
Information Technology ACT-2000. Bidders can get Digital Certificate from an approved

Ill.  The bidder has to submit their bids online in electronic format with the Digital Signature. No

physical form.

IV. Bids will be opened online as per the schedule mentioned at Para-1.
V. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the technical

Mamata likely to take
over Finance portfolio

No new Minister in W.B. Cabinet reshuffle

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee is likely to
take over the Finance de-
partment in a reshuffle of
the Council of Ministers.
And former Finance Minis-
ter Amit Mitra was on Tues-
day appointed as Principal
Chief Adviser to the Chief
Minister and the Finance de-
partment.

A notification issued by
the government said Mr. Mi-
tra shall be entitled to emol-
uments, allowances and
perks as admissible to a Ca-
binet Minister. Over the past
one year, Mr. Mitra, who
held the Finance portfolio,
has been largely working
from home and he did not
contest this year Assembly
polls and the subsequent by-
polls.

The Chief Minister holds
the key portfolios of Home
and Hill Affairs, Health, Mi-
nority Affairs, Information
and Cultural Affairs among

Mamata Banerjee

has not issued a formal noti-
fication about the reshuffle
till Tuesday evening, sourc-
es in the government in-
formed that no new Minister
is likely to be been inducted
in the Council of Ministers.
Minister Pulak Roy, who
holds Public Health Engi-
neering, is likely to be given
charge of the Panchayat de-
partment. Veteran TMC
leader Subrata Mukherjee
death on November 4 had
resulted in the vacancy in
the department. Senior TMC
leader Manas Ranjan Bhuni-
ya, who is in charge of Water
Resources will be given the

bid.
2. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any
reason.
(Note: Scan all the documents on 100dpi with Black and White option.) Sd/-
Chairman

State Level Purchase Committee
Sheep Husbandry Department
Jammu & Kashmir

DIPK-12123/21

others.
While the government

additional responsibility of
Consumer Affairs.

HIMACHAL PRADESH PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
* INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) *

The Executive Engineer HPPWD Nalagarh, Distt. Solan HP on behalf of Governor of HP invites the Item rate bids, in electro/nic
tendering system from the eligible class of contractors registered with HP PWD for the works as detailed in the table.

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

14, Shakur Basti Railway Station Delhi On '

STAFF REPORTER
MUMBAI
As the political battle bet-
ween the BJP and the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) Govern-
ment in Maharashtra conti-
nues, former Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on Tues-
day claimed that Minister
Nawab Malik has connec-
tions with the underworld as
he purchased land from
them during 2003 to 2005.
“Solidus Investment is Na-
wab Malik’s company and
land in Kurla was purchased
from underworld criminals
Sardar Shah Wali Khan and
Mohd Salim Ishaq Patel dur-
ing 2003 to 2005,” said Mr.
Fadnavis. Sardar Shah Wali
Khan is convicted in 2007 by
a TADA court to life impri-
sonment in the 1993 Mumbai
bomb blasts case. The Su-
preme Court confirmed the
sentence in 2013. Ishaq Patel

|

Devendra Fadnavis

alias Salim Patel as he’s
known is the front man of
Haseena Parker. He was ar-
rested in 2007 with Haseena
Parkar in land grabbing and
other fraud issues.

Mr. Fadnavis said three
acres were purchased at LBS
road for only 320 lakh. “Why
did you purchase land from
criminals of Mumbai. In
such a serious matter where
the underworld and the

blast convicts have connec-
tions with Minister Nawab
Malik, I will submit the docu-
ments to appropriate agen-
cies for further investiga-
tion,” he said.

In response, the Minister
said he will bring forth evi-
dence of the former CM’s re-
lations with the underworld
and expose how officials
were working with a don sit-
ting in Dubai. “It seems the
person providing informa-
tion to Fadnavis is an ama-
teur. The said land known as
Goawala compound was
built in 1984 where a resi-
dential co-operative housing
society exists even today.
When I was elected as an
MLA first time in 1996, I had
an office in the said com-
pound. Fadnavis who be-
came MLA in 1999 has not
been briefed properly,” said
Mr. Malik.

Have enough evidence on
Wankhede: Malik to HC

NCP leader’s reply comes after case by officer’s father

Sr.| Name of work Estim;ted gtartirg dD.ate g):i ﬁarnest (F:ost of | Deadline for |Time Elligible 05.11.2021 at 07:48 PM. In this regard DD SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT Mr. Sameer’s father Dhyan-  his name is not Dawood and
No cost (Rs) aﬁ:’g:: d:}g ' (R‘:;ey (;;T (s,;'l;'izlss'on §fa§§m,_ No.6A Dated 05.11.2021 has been lodged at MUMBAI dev Wankhede seeking dam-  he nor his son are Muslim by
.| Construction of 60.00 | 2,79,14,113.00[ 11.11.2021 at 3.00 PM to_|3,12,000.00(5000.00[25.11.2021 | Eighteen|Class P.S. SRRS, Delhi. Dead body has been Narcotics Control Bureau's  ages of X1.25 crore for mak-  religion. The said certificate
meter Spans (4 Span 25.11.2021 upto 11.00 AM upto 11:00 AM.|Months [A&B preserved for Identification in Sabzi Mandi Zonal Director Sameer ing derogatory statements is issued by the BMC. If the
15.00 meter each) M it Wankhede’s father has dis-  against his family. said certificate is false, then
. . . , . ortuary for 72 Hours.The description of the g y >
Bridge O\{er Ratta Khad for Rajput Basti Thana (SH: C/o Sub- Structure and both side Approaches). dead br}é o der: torted facts and concocted As directed by Justice itis for the plaintiff or Mr. Sa-
2.| Construction of 6,23,450.00 [11.11.2021at3.00 PMto [12,500.00 [350.00 [25.11.2021 [Three |[Class €aabody Is given as unaer. . .

L ' ) . . . . stories to make feeble at- Madhav Jamdar on Monday, meer to take corrective steps
Muslim/Hrijan Basti 25.11.2021 upto 11.00 AM upto 11:00 AM.|Months |C & D Name: Unknown, S/o: Unknown. Rlo:Unknown Age_ about 28- ; st btai X the NCP leader filed hi i d it with BMC._Till
Khera to Khera road NV, ' . e . empts to obtain court or- e eader filed hisre and pursue it wi .Ti
Chak road km 0/0 to 1/00 (SH: P/L CC Paver block in km 0/640 to 0/890). 30 years, He'ght.: 54" Feet, pomplex'on: Wheatish, Injury: dersli said Maharashtra Cabi- on Tuesday. It read: “T%Z date? he has not produced

3. ]E)onstGrlrJ]ctiog ofIigI: road [ 9,18,887.00 ;23 1111 %211 at ?0101 Fgg ﬁt\T\A 18,400.00 [350.00 25i111'$90201AM 1l\-llhret$1 glzsg H_ead Injury, Wearing: Black Shirt, Blue Jeans: net Minister Nawab Malik plaintiff [Mr. Dhyandev] has  any other birth certificate to
\;‘I’l?ge Baeng‘Ean‘) AAReTupo T uplo LD AN Mlonths Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the | | before the Bombay High made a hue and cry when contradict the one produced
(Doon) km 0/0 to 1/800 (SH: Clo 04 Nos. NP2 Pipe 900mm dia HPC at RD 0/070, 0/250, 0/410 and 0/630 along with wing walls information about the dead male but no clue has come to light so Court. the defendant [Mr. Malik] by the defendant, which fal-
in downstream side). far. If any one is having any information about this dead male Mr. Malik filed a reply to has produced this bi-rth cer- sifies the plaintiff’s case to a

4. RIR on Link road to 6,22,068.00 |[11.11.2021at3.00PMto [12.500.00 [350.00 [25.11.2021 [Three [Class please informthe undersigned. the defamation suit filed by tificate, thereby alleging that  great extent.”
village Dharmana km 25.11.2021 upto 11.00 AM upto 11:00 AM.| Months |C & D S.H.O
0/0 to 9/160 (SH: Patch P.S. SRRS, Delhi
work between km 4/00 to 9/160, P/L interlocking paver in km 4/380 to 4/430, 4/660 to 4/700, 5/400 to 5/420, 6/700 to 6/720, DP/375/RLY/2021 Ph.: 011-28711697, 8750871308
Breast wall RD 4/040 to 4/047, Retaining wall RD 3/620 to 3/665 to

5.| AR & M/O On Shimla | 10,64,398.00 |11.11.2021 at 3.00 PMto {21,300.00 |500.00 |25.11.2021 Two Class
Kunihar Ramshehar 25.11.2021 upto 11.00 AM upto 11:00 AM.[Months [C & D
Nalagarh road km 83/0 to = -

94/00 (SH: Repair to pot holes with bitumen concrete km 83/00 to 94/00). Himachal Pradesh Public Works Department
6.| AIR & Mo Barotiwala | 28,39,810.00 | 11.11.2021 at 3.00 PMto |50,010.00 |1500.00[25.11.2021 |Four  |Class “E-Procurement Notice” .
Baddi Sai Ramshehar 25.11.2021 upto 11.00 AM upto 11:00 AM.|Months |C &D Phone No: 01896-227054 ~ ——— - E-qerEiede e (wem sweson)
road km 0/0 to 45/040 E-mai: ee-tishp@govin  Invitation for Bids (IFB Tender reference No-DWSD/SVS/GIRIDIH-1/11/2021-22 Dt. 08-11.2021
(SH: P/L WMM and Interlocking paver in Shoulder in km 5/00 to 6/400 and RCC drain 6/250 to 6/320). (Under NGT). The Executive Engineer, Tissa HPPWD Tissa-176316 on H.P. on behalf of Governor of Si Cluster | Sub Cluster/ Estimat 5 " C " f.B

7. | Construction of link road | 7,76,890.00 | 11.11.2021at3.00 PMto |15,550.00 |350.00 [25.11.2021 |Three |Class Himachal Pradesh, invites the items rate bids, in electronic tendering system from the Name of work uster: | Sub L iuster Block stmate | bamnest money | 08t 0t Boq
Kuriwal GP Barian 25.11.2021 upto 11.00 AM upto 11:00 AM.|Months |C & D eligible class of contractors registered with HPPWD for the works as detailed in the table: - No _ Name | Group No Cost (in Lac) (in lac) (inRs)
Nalagarh in km 0/0 to Sr.| Name of Estimated | Starting Earnest |Deadline for|Time |Eligible] 1 (Sjoln stn]-guctlc:in of 2 232.59 >33 100020
3/00 (SH: ROFD Clo 900mm dia Hume pipe culvert in km 0/0 to 1/00) (Under SCCP, MMGPY Deposit). Pvng R olar Base 1 1B Bengabad 587.67 5.88 10000.00

- - No.| work costRs. |date of Money  [submission |Limit |Class Mini water

8.| Construction of link road | 6,91,640.00 | 11.11.2021 at 3.00 PMto [13,850.00 [350.00 [25.11.2021 |Three |[Class downloading of bid 3 Supply Scheme 1C 694.88 6.95 10000.00
ﬂz'najgﬁrgai?n’:g;‘; o 25.1.2021 upto 11.00 AM uplo 11:00 AM.|Months C &D T[ARand | 1329451.00] 17/11/2021 |26859.00 [24/11/2021 [One D and ‘5‘ (SVS) IN , ;g sengabad ;‘7‘32 ;gé }gggggg
Taprian in km 0/0 to 3/500 (SH: ROFD Clo 900mm dia Hume pipe culvert in km 0/0 to 1/00) (Under SCCP, MMGPY Deposit). oo Ko wlo |V | g Different Block, oC 28110 0 1000000

9.| Construction of Link road[ 5,61,866.00 | 11.11.2021 at 3.00 PMto |11,500.00 [350.00 [25.11.2021 |Six Class . ‘ - : : comprising 0
Haripur Kenchi Mod 25.11.2021 upto 11.00 AM upto 11:00 AM.|Months |C & D Via Chandi road.(SH:- Annual surfacing between km 7/0 to 8/0) ; suitable steel gg 642.71 6'3? igggg'gg
(Haripur) to Beh Mandi 2.|Rlo 6136725.00 17/11/2021 [122735.00|24/11/2021 |Six  [D&C structure & 3 Bengabad 500.22 5. .
km 0/0 to 5/00 (SH: P/L 25mm thick Bitumen Concrete in km 0/0 to 0/600). damages upto Months 9 HDPE Water 3C 707.05 7.08 10000.00

10.| Construction of Dialysis | 31,73,791.00 |11.11.2021at3.00 PMto |55,107.00 [1500.0025.11.2021 |Eighteen|Class due to laying 11.00 AM 10 | Tank/R.C.C/ 3D 863.28 8.64 10000.00
Unitin CHC Nalagarh 25.11.2021 upto 11.00 AM upto 11:00 AM.|Months |C & D of OFC on Chamba Tissa road KM 32/250 to 56/500 (SH: P/L CC pavement at RD 11 Framed 4A 738.37 7.39 10000.00
Distt. Solan HP (SH: Clo — ‘ 51/250 to 51/700) 12| structure ESR, 4 4B Gandey 670.06 6.71 10000.00
Building portion and water supply and sanitary installafion). 3.| Clo Welcome | 152533200 17/11/2021 |30600.00 |24/11/2021 |Three [D&C | |[13 | Distribution 4C 515.87 5.16 10000.00

The bidders are advised to note other details of Tenders from the department website Executive Engineer Gatefor up to Months 14 | Line, Source and 5A 827.81 8.28 10000.00

www.hptenders.gov.in Nalagarh B&R Division, Churah tourist|___ __ . 111.00AM 15 | FHTCall 5 3B Gandey 612.86 6.13 10000.00

HP /4730/21-22 HP PWD. Nalagarh. circuit on Chamba Tissa road at Kiani in Tehsil and District Chamba HP 6 complete job in 3C 973.06 974 10000.00
The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department 7 the Different A - 6. ) 1000 0‘ 00

SRS A3IDR website www.hptenders.gov.in Executive Engineer block of District 648.91 : :
. HP/4712/21-22 Tissa Division HPPWD, Tissa at Bhanjraru. 18 | Giridih under 6 6B Gandey 636.82 6.37 10000.00
(3cd, ddofidl 31gn vd Plora fabra fasmsi, sRFVS) - S— 19| Drinking Water 6 790.07 7911000000
' AADD 20 | & Sanitation 7A 680.44 6.81 10000.00

graRl o1 Srifcw S SSING/KIDNAPPEL

- b 1A 21| Division No-1, 7B 703.24 7.04 10000.00
ISIDIA H%EII liﬂ%léﬁﬁlﬂi, dIBR General Public is hereby informed that 22 Giridzil(l)zf?rztge( 7 7C Jamua 773.34 774 10000.00
_ _ one person Namely: Marapan, S/o: Lt. 23 | year -2z (on 7D 507.98 5.08 10000.00
. Tel.+Fax 06542-253239, e-mail gwp_bokaro@ediffmil.com - Marjan, R/o: E-445, Shakurpur, JJ 54 Turn key basis) A 26895 ) 1000000
R 0 S 12 L e 2 O 1 A A e RN WG e D RS G Colony, Delhi has been missing since 25 8 8B Jamua 804.01 8.05 10000.00
01 /2021—22 20.12.2015 from New Delhi Railway 26 8C 870.43 8.71 10000.00
) ) ) o Station, Delhi. In this regard a case vide 27 9A 844.43 845 10000.00
I, A R U BRI TS T, HRTS WP & 7oA 6809 FTien—12.07.2019 T Wb DD No. 38A dated 06.11.2021 has| /g 9 9B Jamua 72937 7.30 10000.00

SMATPH—2890 faATH—11.12.15 & 3TTeie # fFraferRad faerl / emansii # erfdre @ 2021—22 @ forg sfermTei been registered at PS. New Delhi ) oC 788.39 789 10000.00

Wﬂ&ﬁ&%mﬁmﬁjﬂﬁ%@mﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁmﬁwwﬁmﬁﬁm%l QMG U ST B Dl Marapan Railway Station, Delhi. The description of 30 T0A 39705 3.08 10000.00

aifer ffd 18.11.2021 2 | AT BTl @IRITAT & FHTAfFHATT o) aven gofa: sReml ® ud fonef f w7 fasm the missing/kidnapped male is as under: 3 0B 7871 579 10000.00

9Ty AR o ST el & | SHH AT HYa SIRETS RBR & TGN B =TI ARENT 3 o] Age: 69 years, Sex: Male, Height: 5'6", Complexion: 32 10 10C Deori 881 539 10000.00

BT | ST SHIGAR 3T 3MaE b A1 T LelOrd el YAvI—U3i1 /e 3l Td ST BTATIRT AT SATREToT Shallow, Face: Round, Built: Medium, Hair: White, 3 10D ool T 1000000

BT AT B el SHIGAR AFHSH URTRIBN / SUrgad A AT Heiell 7ot ST THToT U3 & |ref 22.11.2021 Wearing: Cream colour stripped shirt, light brown colour 34 A : 805 1000000

@ gaiEgd 10:00 do1 JALNTHEN] & HRITT FeT H IURLIT B” AIEAThR H W17 of Fehdl 8 | i ferer pant, white colour towel and black colour slipper in feet. ) 804.14 : :

GATE/NET/SET Valid Score Card Td &wd arer snafat a1 srerfiar € ol | ud ¥ wEva | | Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace | |33 1 1B Deori 877.39 8.78 10000.00

JTHTCAT AT DY HIeTHR H MIT AT AYaTd B | WIeehR 2q el & u3 ffa 781 favar s | a9 out the missing person but no clue has come to light so 36 1 853.98 8.54 10000.00

THIEER S Rl TSR [T/ SUBH # HRRG &, 9 10 PR getiRe < wrafgafy 1 i sy far. Any person having any information or clue about this| |37 124 640.33 6.41 10000.00

W;Wmﬂﬁmﬁﬂ'rl missing person kindly inform to the following. 38 12 12B Deori 962.70 9.63 10000.00

h0 W/ﬁ'q’q T M W W QR Website: http//cblnlcm SHO 33 12C 732.68 7.33 1833888

i - . E-mail Id - cic@cbi.gov.in 4 13A i 509.79 5.10 10000.
' AICTE Approved TfRe 1 refeX St 7vs SHlaReTa Ph: 01124368638, 24368641 PS. New Delhi| | 41 e 13b P [anaso 813 [10000.00
' # ger A A /A FATHIR R | ' Fax No. 011-24368639 Railway Station, Delhi{ |42 14A ' 504.00 5.05 10000.00
2 3@3;‘ Egsl 3@1 TR A|CTE Approved FE I gﬁ—qy_;ﬁw gT;-ﬁﬁ'qﬁT[ F gy Sof DP/371/RLY/2021 Ph.: 011- 23744073, 8750871305, 43 14 14B Deori 500.43 5.01 10000.00
H a6 /A1 FdaR 31| 44 14C 712.93 7.13 10000.00
3 | ForagITE TS AICTE Approved &< & gefagif~ax af¥g=or & wer Sioft GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA 45 15A 515.87 5.16 10000.00
HRITH SONTART F 1P /A1 FaeR e | PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 23 15 }22 Tisti 508.81 gg? i gggggg
NEic] AR feafenera & W) fIs & ver S & eaaeR PUBLIC WORKS DIVISION NO. 1, NAGPUR 940.62 : :
g INVITATION FOR TENDER 48 15D 556.04 5.57 10000.00
5 | AT AT U fagdfdener™ A AR Asi 3 g Sioft § Email: divinagpur.ee@mahapwd.com :z igg N ?g;:;g szgg 18383:88
FHIPRR ﬁ@ | _ ' ' OE- Tender Notice No. S/ 44/2021-2022 51 16 6C Tisri £00.1 501 10000.00
6 | TTfora Ar=yar U favafdenerg | g § e sivft § wrder S| short tender Notice 52 16D 504.37 5.05 10000.00
B BT IR — BRITAR W BB w;\)wwn&nw@g"@m N;quAq}rAac?cgn:gj;a\rnon Bq ﬁ?ﬁﬁgﬁf Wﬂ@%j St oo of Work Estt cost | Cost of blank 53 [od O B @ ol 09 A=
‘ﬂ?ﬁi N SFTT I : No. (Rs. in lakhs) | tender form 54 | qgerge R [faer g Bl fafr 09-11-2021 at 02:00pm . ]

_— 3 I | 1 |Estimate for Erection of| 130.62 1120.00 55 | Mi—drs 5% @1 @ U4 [y aﬁ'&ﬂT T BT HRE, TSI U4 el [T, SIREvs, 3 |

1. IR A SuRerd B B forg e w1 arer o T 8 | Pendal and Shamiyana 56| s wit & forg s R/ ?9?%11 L8

2. ARAM /BRI SRR B B AT & 531 Neafres A1 (2021—22) B fo1g gobe: sigrepreli= @ & w4 § at  vidhanbhavan, 160 5T R @ e T o s @ 30112021att 04%31
@ B | Tenament, Suyog (Council fofr /g, e 1. BRIUTAD ;%%HT emgg o bo wo—1, AIRSE &

3. RRHR ERT WG 50 400/~ (AR 3 o 7) WY 2T A R W Sy 60 i Brf ufrS 7 Hall) Nagpur for RAC 2021 ZjWﬁmquﬁmwwm
RS & 5 ¥ 32 € ' o 1. Detailed Tender Notice can be seen on web site 3. et e aifiveie, el Ud 0 R, T e, |

4. 39 HARAT B ST BRITART Ul IS ferepreii=l el Frafie Figfi & ghar el e | https://mahatenders.gov.in 58 | s @iom @ R/ wea 01-12-2021 2:00pm

5, ill‘ldl;;)[a?_\’ﬁ AT AR ?%WWW ﬁwwéﬂﬂgﬁml I 2. Detailed Tender Notice can be seen on the Notice Board in 59 | MfaaT YR < arel BITerd B | SridTed SRR, SIsiel Ud €0 THSd Geli—1, MRS |

6. el wverr / Suepd  preive i i T HY D G T A Rivere & 59 Qelvrs @ the office of the undersigned. 9 T U

; ;ﬁg%ﬁg 3? ﬁﬁfigaﬁa_rga;ﬁ!gz ezsaﬁgﬁlm 3. Right to reject any or all the tenders without assigning any 60 | eI URIRGRY & WWa W | 7870778158

: i i i . 61 = ' 5 e

8. TR BTN SRS F1 A BT A T BT T T G T B &R . {eatﬁgn_l’fhecrjeofr\lls tr_eser_I\_/eddwm'I;the ?nd§r3|gr_:_edd ooen S-URIRAC Tl BT BeaalTe 0651.2480345
SR, fo o RIS IoTeR wiel QIferee e, areRr ¥ SierpellT @rRrd & w9 ¥ B BRd § | 9w, -In this lender Notice, fender Downloading, lender Upening| | 5 ot + gdbR &1 geerd http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in TR @1 ST Webell & |
qpes) e ud Berel fer A9, SIREvs WReR & awitd b 6 ey diferedihe / afger etc. information avalléble on web site. > o= fb=f Wt UR B TET http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in TR T T el & |
e arerar SR HETierer § &IReTar & wU § HRIRG 6 § | Outward No.7876 Date: 03/11/2021 Sd/- > fifaer § yreefor IR Te—ae Aebdl & | deuvErd e @) R /1w gnl | PrIuTer ST

yrard Executive Engineer T Tqeodl 90 No—1

PR.NO.256670 Science & Technology(21-22):D TSI AT NfercdivD, PR | DGIPR/2021/2022/2632 P.W. Division No.1, Nagpur| | PR 256681 Drinking Water and Sanitation (21-22)_D
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In SC, Kerala bats for new dam at Mullaperiyar

Collapse of the 126-year-old dam will
result in a catastrophe, says affidavit

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Kerala government
made a strong pitch in the
Supreme Court to decom-
mission the 126-year-old “de-
teriorated”  Mullaperiyar
dam operated by Tamil Nadu
and build a new one, saying
climate change, erratic and
heavy rainfall and floods
make the spectre of catas-
trophe real and near.
Kerala’s affidavit coincides
with a red alert issued in
Chennai following torrential
rains. The Chennai rains
came in the heels of several
days of downpour in Kerala.
The State also referred to
the Uttarakhand flood, also
known as the Chamoli disas-
ter of February 2021, mainly
attributed to the climate
change in the environs of the
Nanda Devi National Park, a
UNESCO world heritage site.

LDF to field
Jose K. Mani
for RS bypoll

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Left Democratic Front
(LDF) will field Kerala Con-
gress (M) chairperson Jose
K. Mani for the upcoming
byelection to the Rajya
Sabha.

The seat became vacant
after Mr. Mani resigned and
defected to the LDF from
the United Democratic
Front (UDF).

Earlier in the day, the
LDF met here and decided
to leave the seat to the KC
(M). The parliamentary
party of the KC(M) met at
Pala later in the day and de-
cided to nominate Mr. Ma-
ni for the seat.

November 16 is the last
date for filing of nomina-
tion.

“The only permanent so-
lution for removing the eter-
nal threat owing to the safety
concerns of the 126-year-old
existing dam in Mullaperiyar
and for protecting the safety
of the lakhs of people living
in the downstream of Mulla-
periyar dam, is to build a
new dam in the downstream
reaches of the existing Mulla-
periyar dam,” the State, re-
presented by advocate G.
Prakash, said in an affidavit.

The suggestion dates back
t0 1979. Kerala had suggested
it in meetings with the Union
Minister for Water Resources
and the Chief Ministers of
Kerala and Tamil Nadu. “But
Tamil Nadu had not con-
curred with the proposal of
new dam,” says the affidavit.

The State referred to the
decommissioning of another
19th century lime concrete
structure, the Victoria dam

For a way out: Members of a Supreme Court-appointed panel
inspecting the Mullaperiyar dam in June 2019. =FiLE PHOTO

in Australia, which was de-
commissioned in 1990 fol-
lowing seepages and a new
dam constructed.

The State urged the court
to have the Supervisory
Committee reconsider the
peak value of upper rule le-
vel of 142 feet formulated by
Tamil Nadu in consultation
with the Central Water Com-
mission (CWC).

If the water level at Mulla-
periyar was kept at a higher

Examine probe report in
CD case, court tells SIT

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The High Court of Karnata-
ka on Tuesday directed Sou-
mendu Mukherjee, Addi-
tional Commissioner of
Police, Bengaluru City (West
Zone), to examine the final
investigation report pre-
pared by the investigation
officer in the CD scandal
case allegedly involving the
former Minister Ramesh
Jarkiholi.

The court said the final
probe report should have
been placed before Mr. Muk-
herjee, who is the head of
the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) supervising the
investigation conducted in-
to various first information
reports registered in con-
nection with the scandal.

A Division Bench com-

e

Ramesh Jarkiholi

prising Chief Justice Ritu Raj
Awasthi and Justice Sachin
Shankar Magadum issued
the directions while hearing
a batch of petitions related
to the alleged scandal.

The Bench said the SIT
should re-submit the report
to the court after its head
takes an appropriate deci-
sion on the final report pre-
pared by the investigation
officer.

level, releases from it would
be affecting the already filled
Idukki reservoir, it argued.

“A cascading failure of
Mullaperiyar and Idukki will
result in a catastrophe which
is beyond imagination affect-
ing the life and property of
50 lakh of people residing
below the Idukki dam,” Kera-
la said.

The ageing dam was sit-
uated in the Seismic Zone III
area, it stated.

© A consensus on granting
: permission to Tamil Nadu to
. fell trees downstream of the
: Mullaperiyar baby dam to
¢ strengthen the structure
: was reached at two meet-
: ings held by the Additional
i Chief Secretary, Water Re-
: sources, on September 15
¢ and 17, says Bennichen Tho-
: mas, Chief Wildlife Warden,
¢ Kerala, in an explanation
© submitted to the Govern-
: ment for issuing an order to
. this effect on November 5.

The order has since been

put on hold.

In a detailed report, a co-

¢ py of which is available with
: The Hindu, Mr. Thomas said
© the first meeting was held at
. the office of the Additional
: Chief Secretary and was at-

Tree felling order issued
after consensus: official

. S. ANANDAN
 KOCHI

tended by the Principal Se-
cretary (Forest and Wil-
dlife), himself and Field
Director (Project Tiger), Kot-
tayam, and the second was
an inter-State Secretary-le-
vel meeting chaired by the
Additional Chief Secretary.

Explaining his reasons for
issuing the November 5 or-
der allowing Tamil Nadu to
cut down 15 trees, Mr. Tho-
mas cited the Supreme
Court judgments of 2006
and 2014 which restrained
Kerala and and its officers
from causing any objection
to dam strengthening.

He said the Additional
Chief Secretary phoned him
on October 26 and request-
ed to “expedite the issuance
of the permission to cut
trees if it can be legally al-
lowed”.

AP, Odisha to work closely to
resolve water, border issues

‘Both States
have helped each
other in need’

STAFF REPORTER
GUNTUR

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Y.S Jagan Mohan Reddy
called on his Odisha coun-
terpart Naveen Patnaik at
Bhubaneswar on Tuesday.
During the meeting, the two
Chief Ministers discussed a
number of issues of mutual
interest, including sharing of
water resources, common
boundary, energy and Left-
wing extremism.

A joint statement said the
two Chief Ministers had a ve-
ry cordial and fruitful meet-
ing on Tuesday. “Both States
not only share borders but

[ntrospect, ex-Minister tells Muslims

Rahman Khan's book suggests reforms and ways to foster inter-community ties

NAGESH PRABHU
BENGALURU

While the plight of Indian
Muslims during Partition has
been widely debated, it is
their role in socio-economic
spheres and politics, particu-
larly during elections, that
calls for attention, says a
new book.

Veteran Congress leader
and former Union Minister
K. Rahman Khan’s latest
book Indian Muslims: The
Way Forward, reflects on
the present socio-economic
conditions of Indian Muslims
and their political
leadership.

The four-time Rajya Sabha
member and former Rajya
Sabha Deputy Chairman, Dr.
Khan argues that Muslims
should concentrate on edu-
cational and economic deve-
lopment and not “allow
themselves to wallow in vic-
timhood syndrome.” Despite
their numbers and resourc-

Rahman Khan

es, the author feels Muslims
are themselves responsible
for their socio-economic and
educational backwardness.

Two disputes

Referring to the Shah Bano
case and the Babri Masjid de-
molition, Dr. Khan asks,
“What did the Muslims get at
the end of these two dis-
putes?” Muslims should stop
blaming others for their pre-
sent plight, he says and urg-
es them to engage in serious
introspection. The book, pu-
blished by Chennai-based

KCR trying to divert focus
from Huzurabad poll loss’

Union Minister attacks Telangana CM

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Union Minister G. Kishan
Reddy on Tuesday hit back
at Telangana Chief Minister
K. Chandrasekhar Rao say-
ing the Telangana Rashtra
Samithi leader’s recent at-
tacks on the BJP and the
Centre had been an attempt
to divert attention from his
party’s loss in the Huzura-
bad bypoll.

Mr. Rao said on Sunday
the Centre had no moral
right to ask States to reduce
VAT on petrol and diesel
and accused it of lying about
the increase in crude oil
prices internationally. He al-
so hit out at the Centre for
not procuring paddy and
threw his support behind
the farmers’ protest.

Reacting to the allega-

cM
K

tions, Mr. Reddy said the
Centre had paid the entire
cost of procuring raw rice
grains. The Centre had pro-
cured 40,000 lakh tonnes of
raw rice from Telangana but
the State wanted the Centre
to buy more parboiled rice,
the procurement of which
had been reduced due to
lack of demand.

He said the Centre had
been communicating with
the Telangana Government
for the past few years to dis-
courage parboiled rice pro-
duction. “The Telangana
Government failed to ex-
plain it to the rice millers.”

In response to Mr. Rao’s
allegation that the BJP labels
its critics “urban Naxals”,
Mr. Reddy said: “That is not
true. Give one such exam-

ple.
»

Notion Press, suggests va-
rious practical reforms, and
ways of harmonious inter-
community relations.

Speaking to The Hindu
about the book, Dr Khan
said Muslims have been tra-
ditionally backing the Con-
gress, but “the party has not
been able to build a credible
political leadership in the
community.” Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad, who fought for
the country’s freedom and
served as a Minister in Jawa-
harlal Nehru’s Cabinet, was
the “last acceptable leader
for all sections of Muslims,”
he said.

On considering Muslims
as a vote-bank during elec-
tions by political parties, Dr.
Khan argued that it was a
misnomer to consider the
community, with a popula-
tion of more than 200 mil-
lion, a “minority”. “Don’t
consider yourself a minority,
empower yourself and be

part of India,” the author
said.

The community support-
ed the Congress because of
its secular ideology and firm
belief in democracy. With
the Congress losing power in
many States, the author said
the community explored al-
ternatives and supported the
SP and the BSP in Uttar Pra-
desh and the Trinamool
Congress in West Bengal.

Moving forward, Dr. Khan
said the community should
evolve a strong political lea-
dership to formulate the de-
mocratic space of Indian
Muslims as equal citizens
and chalk out a strategy to
assert their place in the
country’s political power
structures. Besides the fai-
lure to provide good political
leadership, Dr. Khan said,
the community had also not
been able to provide good re-
ligious leadership owing to
many factions.

Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy
calling on Naveen Patnaik in
Bhubaneswar on Tuesday.

also a long and glorious his-
tory and heritage. At times
of need, both States have ex-
tended full cooperation and
assistance, a fact borne out
during the natural disasters
in the past,” said the joint
statement.

The two governments al-
so decided to work closely

on resolving the issues relat-
ing to jurisdiction of Kotia
group of villages, Naredi Bar-
rage, Janjhavati Reservoir,
Polavaram, release of water
for the Bhahuda river and
mutual no objection certifi-
cate for the Balimela and Up-
per Sileru hydel projects.

They resolved to extend
support towards tackling the
problem of Left-wing extre-
mism and ganja cultivation.

It was also decided to
work towards setting up a
Chair for Odia and Telugu
languages in B.R. Ambedkar
University, Srikakulam, and
Berhampur University,
respectively.

They also agreed to ap-
point language teachers in
schools in border districts of
the two States.

Smart City project: action
will be taken against
contractors, says Stalin

Free food until rain is over, says CM

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Alleging botched implemen-
tation of the Smart City pro-
ject during the erstwhile
AIADMK Government, Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin on Tues-
day said a Commission of In-
quiry would be constituted
and action taken against
contractors who implement-
ed the project.

Speaking to reporters af-
ter visiting rain-affected and
inundated areas in the city
for the third consecutive
day, Mr. Stalin said: “In the
name of implementing the
Smart City project, several
crores of rupees was re-
ceived from the Union Go-
vernment. We do not know
what they did with it [the
funds for implementing the
scheme]. A Commission of
Inquiry will be constituted
after this [rain] is over.”

Mr. Stalin said: “No work
was done by the Local Admi-
nistration Department head-
ed by Velumani [former Mi-
nister during the AIADMK
government].” On being
asked whether action would
be taken against contractors
and those who took up con-
tracts of the project, he said
action would definitely be
taken against them.

To a query on how the sit-
uation was in the city, the
Chief Minister said: “Work is
under way in rain-affected
and inundated areas by the
[DMK] party and the govern-
ment.”

At another interaction
with reporters, Mr. Stalin
said though the AIADMK
had said that it had allocated
35,000 crore for restoring
rain-affected areas, it did not
look like actual work was
carried out. Since coming to
power, the DMK has desilted
channels extending up to 771
km, he said. “Last time, rain-

Liquor shops a source of
nuisance, says Kerala HC

“They cause great trouble to those living in the vicinity’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The Kerala High Court on
Tuesday observed that it
wanted to ensure that teeto-
tallers are spared of the pro-
blems that arise due to the
functioning of liquor shops
near their residence or due
to long queues in front of the
shops.

Justice Devan Ramachan-
dran, while hearing a con-
tempt of court case relating
to the shifting of a liquor
shop, observed that it was an
open secret that every shop
caused great vexation to
children and women and pa-
rents feared that it would be
abad influence on the future
generation. Therefore, in-
stances of extreme nuisance
being caused in the neigh-
bourhood of a liquor shop
could not be lost sight of. It

People waiting to buy liquor in the Kerala capital. =fiLe PHOTO

impeached on the Constitu-
tional right of the citizen to
live a life with dignity.

Plan for 175 new outlets

Meanwhile, S. Kannan, se-
nior government pleader ap-
pearing for the Excise Com-
missioner, submitted that
the Kerala State Beverages
Corporation (Bevco) had re-
quested the Government to
sanction 175 new liquor
shops in the State. He said

that compared to the area
and population of the State
with that of neighbouring
States, the number of outlets
in the State — 306 — was less.
As a result, large-scale rush
was witnessed during peak
hours in front of the shops.

Ranjith Thampan, senior
counsel for Bevco, submit-
ted that the only solution to
the problem was to have
walk-in counters with suffi-
cient parking space.

A heady cocktail in Visakha Agency

The weed is being extensively grown
in areas where Maoists hold sway

SUMIT BHATTACHARJEE
VISAKHAPATNAM

Visakhapatnam is known for
its salubrious climate, tran-
quil beaches, peaceful social
fabric, Central public sector
units, educational institu-
tions and cosmopolitan cul-
ture. But of late, the district
has gained notoriety as the
“ganja hub” of the country.

In the district, about nine
of the 11 mandals that fall un-
der the thickly forested area
of the Eastern Ghats, which
is known as the Agency area,
are into ganja cultivation.
The traditional crops such as
turmeric, ginger, rajma and
millets have given way to this
weed, the seed of which was
first sown by smugglers from
Kerala and Tamil Nadu about
four decades back.

Today, as per a conserva-

tive estimate by the Excise
Department, it is grown on
over 7,000 to 10,000 acres
spread over 150 to 200 villag-
es in the nine mandals.

As per S.V.V.N. Babji Rao,
Deputy Commissioner, Spe-
cial Enforcement Bureau
(SEB), the crop is being
grown extensively in man-
dals where the banned CPI
(Maoist) holds sway.

It is estimated that one
acre yields about one tonne
of ganja a year, which could
mean an average yield of
7,000-10,000 tonnes per an-
num. Its value runs into hun-
dreds of crores of rupees.

The trade has come into
focus of late as the enforce-
ment agencies have started
to look at the issue seriously
following reports from other
States which say the smug-

Striking at the root: Officials destroying ganja plants at
G.Madugula in Visakhapatnam in October.

glers caught in raids confess
that they had procured the
stuff from Visakhapatnam.

5,000 arrested in 2 years
The weed grown here has a
booming market across In-
dia. Though it is procured by
middlemen from farmers at
about 32,000 per kg, it has a
market value ranging from
37,000 to 15,000 in the up-
country market, according

to a senior police officer.
The pan-India presence is
established by the fact that
out of about 5,000 accused
arrested in the last two
years, over 50% are from
other States, said SP, Visak-
hapatnam, B. Krishna Rao.
The smuggling network
was developed over the
years by the middlemen
from Tamil Nadu and Kerala,
who made the initial foray

Seven booby
traps found

Seven booby traps allegedly
laid by Maoists were
unearthed by the police in
Chintoor Agency in the
Mallampeta forest area
bordering Chhattisgarh’s
Sukma district on Tuesday.
On October 8, 10 booby
traps were found in the
same forest area.

and now it is a well-oiled ma-
chinery, which includes the
local people.

Though the Maoists deny
any links with the trade, the
fact that it is grown right in
their hotbed waters down
their claim. “They are mix-
ing extremism and narcotics
with dexterity and it has
been established that they
get a cut in the trade,” said
DGP Gautam Sawang.

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
distributing food to
flood-affected people in
Chennai. =m. vEDHAN

water stagnated for 10-15
days. But yesterday, water
drained when there was a let
up in rain,” he said. Work to
drain water with 560 pump-
sets is under way in low-ly-
ing areas and places where
Metro work is on, he said.

On the criticism by
AIADMK leader Edappadi K.
Palaniswami over the delay
in deputing IAS officers for
carrying out rain-related ac-
tivities, Mr. Stalin said the
former Chief Minister was
frustrated over the function-
ing of the DMK regime, but
the government had gone
about doing its duty.

On Tuesday, Mr. Stalin vi-
sited rain-affected areas in
Ambattur, Kolathur, Madu-
ravoyal, Villivakkam and Vi-
rugambakkam  Assembly
constituencies.

Mr. Stalin said he had is-
sued orders for distributing
food in Amma Unavagams
for free to people until the
rain ends. Besides, sambar
rice, curd rice and chappat-
tis would be prepared in
community kitchens and
distributed to people affect-
ed by the rain on behalf of
the Greater Chennai Corpo-
ration. He also visited Ko-
lathur, his Assembly consti-
tuency, and distributed
relief materials to residents.

Council polls
in Karnataka,
Telangana on
December 10

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU/HYDERABAD
Elections to 25 Legislative
Council seats in Karnataka
and 12 in Telengana will be
held on December 10. The
results will be declared on
December 14.

Notification for the elec-
tions will be issued on No-
vember 16.

November 23 will be the
last date for filing nomina-
tions. The last date for
withdrawal of candidature
is November 26.

The model code of con-
duct will come into effect
immediately.

The Election Commis-
sion on Tuesday an-
nounced the biennial elec-
tion to the Council from 20
local authorities’ consti-
tuencies for 25 seats in Kar-
nataka.

The elections are being
seen as a big opportunity
for the BJP to get a majority
in the 75-member House,
and comes after the bitter-
ly contested byelections to

Hangal and Sindgi Assemb-
ly constituencies.
Currently, the Upper

House has 32 BJP mem-
bers, 29 Congress mem-
bers, and 12 Janata Dal
(Secular) members, one In-
dependent member, and
the Chairman.

Telangana schedule

The Election Commission
has issued schedule for
election of 12 members in
nine districts of Telangana
under the local authorities’
constituencies.

The term of the sitting
members is set to expire on
January 4 next year.

The ruling Telangana
Rashtra Samithi which won
all the zilla parishads
across the State and with a
majority of the electorate,
including MPTCs, ZPTCs,
ward members and others
under its fold, is widely ex-
pected to retain all these
seats.
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Caught in the crossfire

India and Pakistan must ensure that fishermen
are not victims of a deterioration in ties

kistan Maritime Security Agency (PMSA) off the
Gujarat coast on November 7. This is the first
such killing by the PMSA in the last six years though
conflicts over fishing rights are not infrequent along the
International Maritime Boundary Line between the two
countries. Six other fishermen have reportedly been
detained, while one injured person managed to return
to Indian shores. India has termed Pakistan’s action de-
plorable and “in contravention to all established inter-
national practices and bilateral understandings”. On
Monday, the Ministry of External Affairs summoned a
Pakistani diplomat who was asked to investigate the in-
cident and instruct its forces to refrain from unpro-
voked firing. According to the Gujarat government, a to-
tal of 345 fishermen from the State were lodged in
Pakistan jails as on December 2020. In April 2020, Pa-
kistani forces opened fire on two boats off the Gujarat
coast injuring one person, and in 2019 they sunk an In-
dian boat in which six of seven fishermen onboard were
rescued. One person went missing. Fishermen often get
caught in the fluctuating fate of the bilateral relations
between the two countries, which is currently at a low.
According to the National Fishworkers Forum, there
are 558 Indian fishermen in Pakistani jails, and 74 from
Pakistan in Indian prisons. The Forum calculates that
1,200 Indian fishing vessels are in Pakistan’s custody.
The families of these imprisoned people are in penury.
Consular access to those in prison is difficult. Only 295
of the 558 prisoners in Pakistan could have their nation-
ality verified. In 2007, both countries formed a joint
judicial committee comprising eight retired judges —
four each from India and Pakistan — to facilitate the ex-
change of civilian prisoners. The mechanism has been
defunct since 2013, and attempts to revive it in 2018 did
not bear fruit. Civilians along international borders of-
ten get caught in disputes between countries, and India
has several such hotspots, on land and in sea. Even fish-
ermen venturing near the India-Sri Lanka maritime
border often fall victim though both countries maintain
cordial bilateral ties. Many Indian villages along the bor-
ders with Myanmar and Bangladesh also become
theatres of conflict, as communities often find it diffi-
cult to reconcile with international borders that divide
their traditional spheres of economic and social activi-
ties. Pakistan has aggressively sponsored violence in In-
dia, and terrorists trained by its agencies sailed in a hi-
jacked Indian fishing boat in 2008 to Mumbiai. It is a
tragedy that ordinary people could end up in a foreign
prison while trying to earn their livelihood. India and
Pakistan must consider this as a humanitarian crisis
and work towards resolving it. And, both countries
must avoid any escalation in tensions on account of the
latest incident.

Overlapping interests

The U.P. police are making heavy weather of
the task of probing farmers’ deaths fairly
The Supreme Court of India continues to question

3 n Indian fisherman was killed in firing by the Pa-

the tardy progress in the ongoing probe into the

October 3 violence during a farmers’ protest at
Tikonia in Lakhimpur-Kheri district, a situation that re-
flects poorly on the Uttar Pradesh police and adminis-
tration. In its latest expression of dissatisfaction, the
Court has indicated that it would like a retired High
Court judge to monitor the investigation and has sought
the State government’s response. The Court’s appre-
hensions are not without basis. A large number of wit-
nesses coming forward ostensibly to help the police
have ended up giving “exculpatory evidence”, that is,
their statements are in favour of some suspects. Anoth-
er source of doubt about the fairness of the probe is that
an overlap is being sought to be created between two
FIRs registered in relation to the incidents: one relating
to the mowing down of four farmers and a journalist co-
vering the event by vehicles suspected to be part of the
convoy of Ashish Mishra, son of Union Minister Ajay
Mishra; and another concerning retaliatory violence by
the crowd, in which three persons were killed. Counsel
for the State government has confirmed at the latest
hearing that Raman Kashyap, reporting for a television
channel, was indeed run over by a car, with the Court
pointing out that an impression was sought to be given
earlier that he was lynched by the mob. The idea of hav-
ing a retired judge to monitor the probe seems to be
prompted by the Court’s keenness to ensure that the
two crimes are not mixed up.

It would be in the public interest to have a judicial
mind monitoring the probe. It would also have a salu-
tary effect on the investigation as a precautionary mea-
sure against any attempt to dilute or derail the case. It is
noteworthy that the judges on the Bench appear to
think that some of the developments redound to the be-
nefit of a particular accused. It seems to be an oblique
reference to the influential Ashish Mishra. Such an im-
pression will persist as long as the probe seems tardy,
and the gathering of evidence is marshalled towards ex-
onerating someone. Both the Union government and
the ruling BJP are silent on the continuance of the sus-
pect’s father as a Union Minister, a factor that casts a
shadow on the investigation. The Court is also not in-
clined to hand over the probe to the CBI, and is possibly
right in holding that view. Recording the statements of

[n UP, a missing tango and the BJP’s waltz

If an SP-Congress tie-up fails to materialise, both parties might come to rue the price to pay next year and in 2024

ASIM ALI

Party (SP) and the Indian Na-

tional Congress in Uttar Pra-
desh make for natural alliance
partners. Their social bases com-
plement each other, they do not
have too dissimilar an ideological
outlook, and have displayed a
large degree of consonance in
terms of campaign issues. Yet,
both parties are presently in the
midst of a bruising feud, each ac-
cusing the other of colluding with
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).
The SP has termed the Congress as
the flip side of the BJP, part of the
saffron strategy to confuse the vo-
ters, while the Congress has
charged the SP with being too
afraid of the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation and the Enforcement
Directorate to take on the BJP.

In many ways, the Samajwadi

Incentives for a link

So there is the one fundamental
question to ask: why are these two
parties so hesitant to commit to a
potentially mutually beneficial al-
liance? The answer to this ques-
tion might help illuminate the
state of Opposition politics in both
the State and the country, shaped
in fundamental ways by the BJP-
dominant system. First, let us eval-
uate the case for the alliance from
the point of view of both the
parties.

The incentives for the Congress
are relatively straightforward. If
the last two elections in U.P. are
anything to go by, the Congress
has been reduced to a 6% vote-
share party, with barely any pock-
ets of stronghold. The evidence
from the Assembly bypolls and the
panchayat elections since then
have only reinforced this impres-
sion, not to mention the steady
stream of Congress leaders exiting
the party for greener pastures. A

failure to get into an alliance with a
larger party could well mean elec-
toral decimation, in the manner of
Delhi and West Bengal. Being the
face of the U.P. campaign, it might
also irrevocably damage the image
of Priyanka Gandhi Vadra — the
last remaining ‘trump card’ of the
party. It might be instructive here
to remember that the first time Ra-
hul Gandhi became seared with
the image of a political novice was
after leading the disastrous 2012
campaign in Uttar Pradesh.

The draw for the Samajwadi
party is no less compelling. The
thrust of the Samajwadi campaign
so far has been to make the fight
for U.P. a bipolar contest. The
trouble is that a direct duel with a
party possessing a much larger so-
cial base is a losing proposition,
minus a wave of massive anti-in-
cumbency which has not surfaced
so far. The BJP in Uttar Pradesh is a
political behemoth, with a social
catchment area ranging from up-
per castes, non-Yadav Other Back-
ward Classes and non-Jatav Dalits.
In a sense, the social base of the
party in U.P. is roughly equivalent
to a combination of the BJP and
the Janata Dal (United) in neigh-
bouring Bihar. The SP, mean-
while, is hamstrung by its tradi-
tionally narrow social base,
anchored by Yadavs and Muslims.

The SP knows this, and its lead-
er Akhilesh Yadav has spent much
of his political career pushing his
party to embrace a new umbrella
avatar. Even so, the party has not
done the hard yards of long-term
social engineering: building up
community leaders, cultivating
caste alliances at the ground level,
or immersing itself in new socio-
political movements. It has now
gone for the quickest available
route: stitching up alliances with
an array of smaller parties. This
would, the party hopes, not only
boost its electoral arithmetic, but
also aid the social acceptability of
the SP among the specific caste
and community constituents of
the smaller parties. Hence, it
makes intuitive sense for the SP to
clasp the Congress’s hand which
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does represent, in a sense, the big-
gest of the smaller parties of U.P.

What, then, explains the jitters
at the prospect of coming togeth-
er? There are three reasons, all of
which reveal one aspect of the
electoral and ideological domi-
nance of the BJP.

The Congress’s decline

First, the decline of the Congress,
accelerated as it has in the Naren-
dra Modi era, has reached such a
state where, in many States, it is
not even a reliable junior partner.
The Congress’s recent record in
grand alliances hardly commends
it to any potential suitor. In last
year’s elections in Bihar, while the
Rashtriya Janata Dal and the three
Left parties won more than half
the seats they contested, the Con-
gress proved to be the fatal weak
link. This was not an aberration as
the Congress has been the laggard
alliance partner in several State
elections, from Tamil Nadu in 2016
to Maharashtra in 2019. Of course,
Akhilesh Yadav has had personal
experience of this phenomenon in
the last elections, where the Con-
gress fared considerably worse
than the SP.

Meanwhile, the Congress, as a
party slowly approaching a condi-
tion of existential crisis, fears it
can no longer remain trapped in a
state of low equilibrium. The
mood in the party harks back to
the Pachmarhi resolution of 1998,
which declared that only those
coalitions will be considered
which are “absolutely necessary”
and that “will not weaken the par-
ty”. A long running thread in Con-
gress thinking holds that the only
way for the party to revive its so-

cial base and rejuvenate its organ-
isation is through a period of ex-
pansive struggle directed against
both the regional parties as well as
the BJP.

The BJP’s dominance

Second, the BJP’s ideological do-
minance on the issues of religion
and nationalism has ensured that
success for Opposition parties in
State elections depends on the ex-
tent to which they can neutralise
the salience of ‘national’ issues
and make the election about ‘lo-
cal’ issues. The presence of a na-
tional party such as the Congress
in an Opposition alliance, particu-
larly one which has been the most
forthright ideological opponent of
the BJP under Rahul Gandhi, ham-
pers such a strategy.

The Gandhi siblings display
none of the caution of regional
leaders such as Akhilesh Yadav in
terms of challenging Mr. Modi and
making him into an electoral fac-
tor. After all, the Congress leader-
ship likely views the U.P. elections,
in part, as a springboard to build-
ing itself up as the national alterna-
tive to the BJP in the next general
election.

Third, the BJP’s dominance has
converted Muslims into a uniquely
radioactive political community.
The SP party understands that any
alliance with the Congress would
be painted by the BJP as an ‘unho-
ly alliance’ cynically aimed at con-
solidating the ‘Muslim votebank’.
Even as the Congress has long
claimed to have retained a base
among Brahmins and non-Jatav
Dalits in U.P., it has all but evapo-
rated now. In the 2019 elections,
only 6% of Brahmins and 7% of
non-Jatav Dalits in Uttar Pradesh
backed the party, almost exactly in
line with its 6% aggregate vote-
share in the State. The only really
sizeable support base of the Con-
gress remains among Muslims,
with 14% overall choosing the par-
ty in 2019, and especially so in
seats where the Congress stood a
chance.

This is perhaps the most impor-
tant reason why Akhilesh Yadav

has privileged allying with smaller
parties such as the Rashtriya Lok
Dal (RLD), Suheldev Bhartiya Sa-
maj Party (SBSP), Janwadi Party
and Mahan Dal over the larger
Congress. Since the social base of
these parties extends to one or
more Hindu caste groups, the SP
can cobble them together and por-
tray itself to be the larger ‘Hindu
alliance’. This alliance strategy is
also in harmony with the SP’s re-
cent political outreach, where it
has aggressively courted non-Ya-
dav OBC castes, the Scheduled
Castes, and the Brahmins, but has
extended only the most rare and
indirect gestures towards Mus-
lims. The political logic behind
this approach is that once the par-
ty has proven itself to have a sup-
port base among Hindus rivalling
the BJP, Muslims would automati-
cally flock to it over a third alterna-
tive, as shown by the Aam Aadmi
Party in Delhi and the Trinamool
Congress in West Bengal.

Of course, there is a possibility
that the present tiff between the
two parties might represent noth-
ing more than adroit jockeying for
a larger share in an eventual al-
liance. In this interlude of brink-
manship, the Congress might be
establishing itself as a major player
and the SP might be demonstrat-
ing itself as the only alternative
pole.

However, if this marriage ac-
tually fails to materialise, both par-
ties might come to rue the price to
pay. A recalcitrant approach from
the Congress could prove fatal not
just in these elections but also for
its hopes of stitching up a joint op-
position against the BJP in 2024.
The SP, meanwhile, could consid-
er the range of middle-ground op-
tions between a no deal with the
Congress and the bad deal it had
struck last time. For a party that
has never broken its 30% vote-
share ceiling, facing the BJP in a
seemingly bipolar contest, it scar-
cely has the luxury of spurning
partners.

Asim Ali is a political researcher and
columnist based in Delhi

[ndia needs to sign up for life-course immunisation

The COVID-19 vaccination drive is a reminder that the benefits of many vaccines have yet to reach the adult population

"
CHANDRAKANT LAHARIYA

efore the COVID-19 pandem-
Bic, most people linked and

associated vaccination with
children only. The fact is that vac-
cines — ever since the first vaccine
against smallpox became available
in 1798 — had always been for a far
wider age group, including for
adults. However, soon after small-
pox eradication and the launch of
the Expanded Programme on Im-
munisation (EPI) across the world
in the 1970s — and in India in 1978
— there were concerted efforts to
increase vaccine use and coverage
in children. Scientifically, the be-
nefit of most vaccines are greater if
administered earlier in life — infan-
cy and childhood — a reason chil-
dren are usually prioritised and
vaccines recommended for every
child. For the remaining age
groups including adults, vaccines
are recommended for specific sub-
groups such as older people or
those with specific health
conditions.

The COVID-19 vaccines are ex-
ceptions in some sense. These are
the first vaccines which have been
recommended for all adults, who
have been given priority over chil-
dren. In fact, the jury is still out on
whether, which age sub-group and
when children should receive CO-
VID-19 vaccines.

The importance of vaccines,
which are considered to be among
the most cost-effective public
health interventions, has been re-
cognised globally. Yet, the full be-
nefits of vaccines do not reach all
children and other age groups.
There are wide inequities in vac-
cine coverage in children by geog-
raphy, gender, parent’s education
and family’s socio-economic sta-
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tus, and other stratifiers. The cov-
erage of most available vaccines in
adults in India is sub-optimal. The
COVID-19 vaccination drive is an
opportunity to take stock of the
status of adult immunisation and
the future ahead.

Need for adult vaccination
Following the outbreaks of Japa-
nese Encephalitis (JE) in 2005-06
— in the years that followed — India
had conducted mass scale JE vac-
cination in the endemic districts,
which included the adult age
group. Then, there had been a li-
mited use of Swine Flu vaccines
for health workers during the HIN1
(2009) pandemic in 2009-10. Oth-
er than that, there has been limit-
ed focus on the systematic efforts
for adult vaccination in India. The
first and only national vaccine pol-
icy of India, released in 2011, had
no mention of adult vaccination.
The National Technical Advisory
Group on Immunisation (NTAGI)
in India, on a few occasions, dis-
cussed adult immunisation but
stayed away from any recommen-
dation for the general population
except for the vaccination of
health workers as high-risk
groups, for hepatitis B vaccine,
etc.

Outside the Government, pro-
fessional groups such as the Asso-
ciation of Physicians of India and
the Indian Society of Nephrology
have released guidelines on adult
vaccination; however, as these are
voluntary and the private sector
share in vaccination in India is ve-
ry small, understandably, the im-
pact remains unknown and is like-
ly to be low.

There is very limited data on the
burden of vaccine preventable dis-
eases (VPDs) in adult age groups —
in most settings including India.
Lately, review of available data has
pointed that the increased child-
hood vaccination coverage has re-
sulted in proportionately higher
cases of VPDs in the older age
groups. It is known that the bur-
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den of VPDs in adults (in compari-
son to children) is relatively low;
the larger adult population ren-
ders a greater social impact in
terms of absenteeism from work
(due to illnesses) and the associat-
ed costs of health care seeking and
hospitalisation.

There is emerging scientific evi-
dence on waning immunity and
the need of booster doses in the
adult age group for the vaccines
administered in childhood. The
vaccines which have become avail-
able in the last two decades (which
adults had not received as chil-
dren), have potential to be benefi-
cial. As an example, there are
more deaths due to pneumonia in
adults than in children. A propor-
tion of those illnesses, hospitalisa-
tions and deaths — in all age
groups — can be prevented by in-
creasing coverage of currently li-
censed vaccines which prevents
pneumonia and related complica-
tions. Fortunately, these vaccines
have become part of childhood
vaccination programmes; howev-
er, the coverage and benefits need
to be expanded to the identified
high-risk adult population. The
available evidence has resulted in
the global stakeholders agreeing to
‘the Immunization Agenda 2030’
(https://bit.ly/3qIKnH1) which has
emphasised that countries should
consider extending the benefit of
vaccines to all age groups.

An opportunity in hand

The COVID-19 vaccination drive

has drawn our attention to the

possibilities of adult vaccination,

which should be used effectively.
The initiatives should be taken

to educate public, health-care pro-

viders and members of profession-
al associations about currently
available vaccines for adult age
groups. This can help people to
make an informed choice and
healthcare providers to share in-
formation with citizens. Various
training programmes and grad-
uate and postgraduate teaching
curricula should be revised to
have content on adult vaccination.

The current discourse should
be used to plan and develop a na-
tional adult vaccination strategy
and road map for India. It can be
done through a few coordinated
efforts.

The steps to take

First, the mandate of NTAGI needs
to be expanded to adult vaccina-
tion. NTAGI may start with a re-
view of available scientific evi-
dence and providing
recommendations on adult vacci-
nation in India. These recommen-
dations can be regularly revisited
and revised once additional data
become available. A NTAGI sub-
group on adult vaccination can al-
so be constituted to facilitate the
process.

Second, the VPD surveillance
system and the capacity to record,
report and analyse data on the dis-
ease burden and immunisation
coverage need to be strengthened.
The focus has to be on analysing
immunisation coverage and VPD
surveillance data by age and other
related stratifiers.

Third, the capacity of research
and academic institutions to con-
duct operational research includ-
ing the cost benefit analysis and to
guide evidence-informed deci-
sions needs to be boosted. Such
analysis and evidence can be used
by NTAGI in decision making
processes.

Fourth, the process for develop-
ing and drafting a road map, possi-
bly India’s national adult vaccina-
tion policy and strategy should be
initiated. Any such policy should
factor-in the learnings and lessons

from the ongoing COVID-19 vacci-
nation drive as well. In fact, policy
questions in need of the answers
should be identified now, and the
process to generate evidence start-
ed. Otherwise, we may be at risk of
asking policy questions 10 years
down the line which can be an-
swered in a few years from now.

Fifth, on a more operational le-
vel, the shortage of life-saving ra-
bies vaccine in India in 2019 is a re-
minder of the risk and
vulnerability in vaccine supply. To
ensure vaccine security and be fu-
ture ready for adult vaccination,
the existing public sector vaccine
manufacturing units in India
should be revived and more need
to be set up.

Vaccination policy for adults
The childhood vaccination pro-
gramme is amongst the best per-
forming government health pro-
grammes in India. In COVID-19
vaccination, it was the govern-
ment facilities which have deli-
vered 93%- 95% of total vaccine
shots. The COVID-19 vaccination is
a reminder that the benefits of al-
ready licensed vaccines are yet to
reach the adult population. It is an
opportunity for health policy mak-
ers in India to institutionalise me-
chanisms to examine the need,
take policy decisions on adult vac-
cination and empower adult citi-
zens to make informed choices on
whether they wish to get currently
available vaccines. It is time to
plan for and expand the benefits of
vaccines, for all age groups as part
of the Universal Immunization
Programme Plus in India. Drafting
and developing a national adult
vaccination policy and strategy for
India could be one such concrete
step in this direction.

Chandrakant Lahariya, a
physician-epidemiologist, is a vaccines
and health systems specialist. His
forthcoming book is ‘The Lighthouse of
Peeragarhi: What We Need To Prevent
Diseases And Protect Health’
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witnesses before a judicial magistrate, certifying the Court on probe that the inhuman main accused wields. principally due to poor underground sewerage online, scan the QR code
electronic evidence available so far, and piecing togeth- In view of the murderous murderers are given THARCIUS S. FERNANDO, stormwater drainage which ~ meant for households
’ attack on the hapless exemplary punishment Chennai gets clogged because there poses problems during incessant heavy drizzle can

er the evidence to make a strong case for the prosecu-
tion may be a time-consuming job, but what is expected
of the State police is not a herculean task. There can be
no excuse for allowing the fairness of the probe to come
under a shadow of doubt.

farmers and the violence
that erupted subsequently
at Lakhmipur-Kheri, it is be.
paramount on the part of
the investigating agencies to
act with conscience and see

This becomes very
important in view of the
clout and influence the

without falling victim to the
dictates of the powers that

Cities and flooding
Every Indian city with a
dense population faces the
risk of getting inundated
with rainwater. This is

is no periodical cleaning. If
open drainage is no longer

permissible, the

government of the day must
ensure that no waste gets
accumulated. Even the

If one heavy shower
overnight followed by

»

‘non-monsoon’ months. In
fact, there is no inspection
of the drainage system by

the authorities concerned.

throw life out of gear, we
need the expertise of a
foreign expert to set things
right!

V. LAKSHMANAN,

Tirupur, Tamil Nadu
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[ndia must remain sate for diversity

Nehruss vision is vindicated when we safeguard the common space available to each identity

SHASHI THAROOR

There are three kinds of writers coex-
isting within Shashi Tharoor, says
David Davidar in his introduction to
Pride, Prejudice and Punditry: “The
writer of newspaper columns, book
reviews, and magazine articles; the
creator of literary fiction; and the
author of heavyweight books of pop-
ular history, sociology, and current
affairs.” This is an edited excerpt of a
profile of Jawaharlal Nehru and his
idea of India from the book, a collec-
tion of the best of Tharoor’s fiction
and non-fiction:

Jawaharlal Nehru was a skilled ex-
ponent of soft power, much before
the term was even coined: he deve-
loped a role for India in the world
based entirely on its civilisational his-
tory and its moral standing, making
India the voice of the oppressed and
the marginalised against the big pow-
er hegemons of the day. This gave
our country enormous standing and
prestige across the world for years,
and strengthened our own self-res-
pect as we stood, proud and inde-
pendent, on the global stage.

Indeed, we are still drawing from
these traditions. After all, in the in-
formation age, it is not the side with
the bigger army that wins, but the
side which tells the better story. India
must remain the ‘land of the better
story’. As a society with a free press
and a thriving mass media, with a pe-
ople whose creative energies are dai-
ly encouraged to express themselves
in a variety of appealing ways, India
has an extraordinary ability to tell
stories that are more persuasive and
attractive than those of its rivals. This
is not about propaganda; indeed, it
will not work if it is directed from
above, least of all by government.
But its impact, though intangible,
can be huge. This soft power, too, is
Nehru’s legacy; he created a standing
for India out of all proportion to our
military strength or economic might.

Yet soft power is not just what we
can deliberately and consciously ex-
hibit or put on display; it is rather
how others see what we are, whether
or not we are trying to show it to the
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world. It is not just material accom-
plishments that enhance India’s soft
power. Even more important are the
values and principles for which India
stands, and I do believe Nehru would
have applauded this evolution of his
own approach to world affairs.

Absorbing transformations

India has in recent years undergone
profound transformations in its polit-
ics (from the dominant Congress sys-
tem to a proliferation of regional par-
ties to the dominance of the
now-ascendant Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty), its economics (from a controlled
‘socialist’ economy to a thriving, if
mixed, free-enterprise system), its
trade (from protectionism to globali-
sation and perhaps partially back
again), and its social relations (from a
rigidly hierarchical caste system to a
more egalitarian policy affirming op-
portunities and outcomes for the
‘lowest’ castes, and from a secular
political culture to one in which a
party of the Hindu majority is overtly
asserting its strength). Now, any of
these transformations could have
been enough to throw another coun-
try into a turbulent revolution. But
we have had all four in India and yet
we have absorbed them, and made
all the changes work, because the In-
dian revolution is a democratic one,
sustained by a larger idea of India, an
India which safeguards the common
space available to each identity, an
India that remains safe for diversity.
That was Nehru’s vision, and this is
his vindication.

The truth is that Nehru’s extraor-
dinary life and career is part of the
inheritance of every Indian. The very
term ‘Indian’ was imbued with such

The cost of BJP’s tug of war

The Rajasthan bypolls serve as a lesson for the BJP
on leadership, unity and ticket distribution

MOHAMMED IQBAL

The rift has widened in the Rajasthan
unit of the BJP after the party’s defeat
in the recent Assembly bypolls to the
Dhariawad and Vallabhnagar seats,
where the party’s candidates were
pushed to the third and fourth posi-
tion, respectively. The BJP will be
forced to introspect on this loss and
find a way forward for the 2023 As-
sembly election.

Rival camps

The BJP’s defeat has been attributed
mainly to the wrong selection of can-
didates and the party’s failure to give
a convincing reply to the voters’
questions on price rise. But the loss
could also be attributed to the mas-
sive infighting in the party. The rival
camps in the party are led by BJP
State president Satish Poonia and
former Chief Minister Vasund-
hara Raje. After defeats

in successive bypolls,

Ms. Raje’s loyalists

have been demand-

ing that she be brought

to the centre-stage and
projected as the party’s
face for the next elections.
Not only was Ms. Raje side-

lined during the exercise to
choose the contestants, but the
sentiments of local party workers in
the two constituencies were also lar-
gely disregarded. Ms. Raje did not vi-
sit the two constituencies during the
election campaign and attributed her
absence to her daughter-in-law’s ill
health.

According to political observers,
the BJP’s top leadership, which had
marginalised Ms. Raje, will have to
consider ways of bringing her back to
infuse energy among the party work-
ers. The formation of a new outfit in
support of Ms. Raje earlier this year
had created ripples in the political
circles in the State, with its office-
bearers urging that she be appointed
Chief Minister in the event of the par-
ty’s victory in the 2023 election.
Since the formation of the Congress
government in 2018, Ms. Raje has re-
mained silent on the issues of the
State and avoided making public ap-
pearances.
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Two of Ms. Raje’s loyalists — form-
er MLAs Prahlad Gunjal and Bhawani
Singh Rajawat — have questioned the
party’s defeat in the bypolls and de-
manded that the leadership mantle
be handed over to her. Mr. Gunjal
said the present leadership should
not only accept responsibility for the
defeat, but also realise that only Ms.
Raje is capable of competing with a
strong Congress leader like Ashok
Gehlot. About 20 MLAs loyal to Ms.
Raje recently wrote to the BJP State
president alleging bias in the As-
sembly proceedings. The BJP had
earlier expelled former Minister Roh-
itash Sharma, considered close to
Ms. Raje, from the primary member-
ship for six years on the ground of
breach of party discipline. However,
the anti-Raje camp asks why she

should be brought back when the
party lost the 2018 elections un-

der her leadership.

Meanwhile, the Con-

gress has attacked the

BJP, saying the party

is a divided force and

its multiple leaders are

eyeing the chief ministe-

rial post. Speculations

have been rife about Ms.

Raje’s growing differences with

the BJP’s State leadership and the in-

creasing clout of the party’s central

leaders in the State. Denying ru-

mours of factionalism, Mr. Poonia

has been trying to shift focus to the

ruling Congress, which has also been

embroiled in infighting. This came to

the fore last year when a rebellion

was staged by the then Deputy Chief

Minister Sachin Pilot and some

MLAs. Mr. Poonia has said that the

Congress is using Rajasthan to save

its credibility and its support to the

farmers agitating against the three

farm laws amounted to “political hy-
pocrisy”.

The BJP has secured only one seat
in the seven bypolls held in the State
since the last Assembly election.
While the Congress also has issues, it
put up a united front for the elec-
tions. These bypolls serve as a lesson
for the BJP on leadership, unity and
ticket distribution.

mohammed.igbal@thehindu.co.in
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meaning by Nehru that it is impossi-
ble to use it without acknowledging a
debt: our passports incarnate his
ideals. Where those ideals came
from, whether they were brought to
fulfilment by their own progenitor,
and to what degree they remain via-
ble today, are all legitimate issues for
debate. Nehru’s impact on India is
too great not to be re-examined pe-
riodically. His legacy is ours, wheth-
er we agree with everything he stood
for or not. What we are today, both
for good and for ill, we owe in great
measure to one man. That is why his
story is not simply history.

Today, both Gandhi’s and Nehru’s
legacies are fundamentally contest-
ed, and many Indians have strayed
from the ideals bequeathed to them
by Gandhi and Nehru, Ambedkar
and Patel. Yet they, in their very diffe-
rent ways, each represented that rare
kind of leader who is not diminished
by the inadequacies of his followers.
Today, the ruling BJP and its follow-
ers lose no opportunity to denigrate
Nehru, especially on social media,
accusing him of every conceivable
sin of both commission and omis-
sion. It is like throwing pebbles at a
mountain. They cannot even begin
to dent the scale of his contributions
to India.

Even the most distinguished lead-
er of the BJP has in the past — despite
many areas of disagreement — ack-
nowledged the legacy of Nehru as a
champion of the country. Speaking
in Parliament on Nehru’s death, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee declared emotional-
ly — and poetically — that with the
prime minister’s passing ‘a dream
has remained half-fulfilled, a song
has become silent, and a flame has
vanished into the Unknown. The
dream was of a world free of fear and
hunger; the song a great epic reso-
nant with the spirit of the Gita and as
fragrant as a rose, the flame a candle
which burnt all night long, showing
us the way’ The loss, Vajpayee
averred, was not merely that of a fa-
mily or even of a party. Mother India,
he said, was in mourning because
‘her beloved Prince has gone to
sleep’; even humanity was sad be-
cause its servant and worshipper had
left it forever. Vajpayee went on to
describe the departed prime minis-
ter as a ‘benefactor of the downtrod-
den’ and the ‘chief actor of the world
stage’ whom he compared to none
less than Lord Ram, for like Valmiki’s
(and the Hindutvavadis’) hero, Neh-
ru was ‘the orchestrator of the im-
possible and inconceivable’. He too
(I'm still quoting Vajpayee) ‘was not
afraid of compromise but would nev-
er compromise under duress’.

One might say that these words
were only to be expected from a gra-
cious adversary in tribute to a de-
ceased prime minister. But Vaj-
payee’s statements went far beyond
the claims of ritual. He called on the
nation to rededicate itself to Nehru’s
ideals. ‘With unity, discipline and
self confidence, Vajpayee said, in
words that could never have been
Narendra Modi’s, ‘we must make this
Republic of ours flourish. The leader
has gone, but the followers remain.
The sun has set, yet by the shadow of
stars we must find our way. These are
testing times, but we must dedicate
ourselves to his great aim, so that In-
dia can become strong, capable and
prosperous....

This remains the cherished goal of
all Indians. As we make our political
choices, we would do well to recall
the first leader of independent India
and the values and principles on
which he built our democratic polity.

Excerpted with permission from Aleph Book
Company. Shashi Tharoor is a Congress MP

There are shades of equality

The Kerala government’s decision to reserve a higher
proportion of scholarships for Muslims is justified

THULASI K. RAJ & BASTIAN STEUWER

Assume that in a classroom, a teacher is
faced with students with differing command
over the English language. There are three
groups: some students are excellent, some
require minimal guidance, and some others,
alot of attention. The teacher decides to give
a special class of half an hour for the second
group and a class for two hours for the third.
Since the first group needs no additional
support, they won’t be given any. Is the
teacher wrongfully discriminating among
her students? Most of us would think that she
is not. Treating students at different levels in
the same way would do little to help those
who lag behind. Those students could bene-
fit from some support to catch up with those
ahead. This is the idea behind affirmative ac-
tion and reasonable accommodation: to ena-
ble those who are worse off to become on
par with others.

What is true in the classroom context is al-
so true in a policy context. The controversy
around the award of scholarships to minori-
ty students in Kerala illustrates this. The dis-
pute surrounds the question of how scholar-
ships for minority students should be
distributed between different minority
groups. On October 29, the Supreme Court
issued notice on an appeal of the Kerala go-
vernment against a High Court order direct-
ing it to award the scholarships by the pro-
portion of minorities in the overall
population of the State.

Minority scholarships
The background of the decision is as follows.
The Kerala government passed an executive
order in 2015 prescribing that minority com-
munities will be entitled to scholarships. Of
the scholarships, 80% were distributed to
Muslim students and 20% to Latin Catholics
and converted Christians. In Justine Palliv-
athuklal v. State of Kerala (2021), the Kerala
High Court set aside this order holding that
all minorities must be treated alike. Hence, it
held that the only relevant criterion is the
minority groups’ share of the population.
The government argued that its policy
was based on the findings of the Sachar Com-
mittee report and the Kerala Padana report
on the disadvantages faced by Muslims. It
pointed out that Muslims were far behind
Christians, Dalits and Adivasis in college en-
rolment, just as they are in employment and
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Unburden the police

On November 3, the Tamil Nadu

government sanctioned a one-day weekly
off for police personnel up to the rank

of Head Constable, so that they can care
of their health and spend time with their
families. The move was necessitated by
the fact that one in two police personnel
in India do not get weekly offs, according
to a 2019 survey. On average, 80% of the
force work more than eight hours a day.
Nearly seven in 10 personnel also reported
that a higher workload took a toll on their
physical and mental health and prevented
them from performing their job effectively.

The Hindu Data Team

Weekly offs

to eight hours

Up to 8 hours (Model Police Act)
13

9-12 hours

13-16 hours

More than 16 hours

No response

The chart shows the average weekly offs police
personnel get in India. One in two personnel said they
did not get weekly offs while 26% reported that they get
one day off a week as mandated in the Model Police Act

Working hours | The chart shows the average
working hours of police personnel in India. Nearly 80%
of the force said they were on duty for more than eight
hours a day. Eight hours is the maximum limit suggested
by the Model Police Act. Close to 44% worked for more
than 12 hours, while about 25% reported working for
more than 16 hours a day. Only 13% said they worked up

Poor work-life balance
About 56% of family
members of the police force
reported that they had not
been on a long holiday in
the past two to three years.

No off days ;
E— About 68% said they had

not been on a pilgrimage in

adnot Hadnot  Hadnot

loffday_a the past two to three years.  peenon  visited  gone

And 41% reported that along  relatives fora
2 off days or more they had not visited their holiday ~ outof  religious
[ 4| relatives out of town town  pilgrimage
No response

Workload effects | The table lists the impact of long
working hours on the police force. Overall, 76% of the
personnel reported that a high workload made it difficult
for them to perform their duties well. More than 80% of
the force said that the workload made it difficult for them
to devote time to their families. As many as 73% said the
workload took a toll on their physical and mental health

Overall 76 84 73

EY Men 75 84 74

Women 77 84 73

Constabulary |76 84 73

The figures Sr. State police | 75 86 75
JeeSoUediong | Cuipoice |78 s s
Policing in India Report, Armed police | 69 80 70

2019’, published by the
Centre for the Study of
Developing Societies

ALL FIGURES ARE IN %

land ownership. Besides, studies on discrim-
ination in labour and housing markets reveal
that Muslims experience substantial levels of
discrimination when applying for jobs or
housing, often even more than Dalits.

Equalising access

All of this underlines the point that some mi-
norities face greater obstacles than others.
Scholarships for minority students are a
form of affirmative action. The aim is to facil-
itate students from these communities to
study, and reduce the inequalities between
different communities. If that is the goal, the
only sensible policy is one which identifies
the most disadvantaged groups. This is ex-
actly what the Kerala government did.

Hence, reserving a higher proportion of
scholarships for Muslims is justified. The dif-
ferent kinds of backwardness of a communi-
ty must be considered while awarding scho-
larship schemes. Any other scheme defeats
the purpose of offering scholarships to stu-
dents from minority communities. The High
Court prohibited an allocation sensitive to
social realities by adopting a form of blind
equality approach. This was a mistake. This
is not in consonance with the constitutional
and just vision of equality, a vision which
needs to be mindful of social inequalities. As
the Supreme Court rightly noted in B. K. Pa-
vitra v. Union of India (2019), “For equality
to be truly effective or substantive, the prin-
ciple must recognise existing inequalities in
society to overcome them.”

It is important, therefore, that the Su-
preme Court corrects the error of the High
Court. This case will be significant for consti-
tutional law. It will determine how represen-
tation is understood in the law on reserva-
tions. The High Court’s reasoning suggests
that access to the benefits of affirmative ac-
tion must follow an approach which is blind
to the relative backwardness of different
communities. This is dangerous in the Indian
context. One of Ambedkar’s great insights
was that the caste system is a form of graded
inequality. Even when we identify disadvan-
taged castes or communities, we need to re-
member the forms of inequality and hierar-
chy among them. The logic of the High
Court’s judgment forbids this. It tells us that
once we identify the beneficiaries of mea-
sures of affirmative action, we need to treat
everyone alike regardless of any inequalities
or hierarchies between them. We should not
let such bad reasoning obstruct affirmative
efforts to remove inequality. The fight
against inequality is too important for that.

Thulasi K. Raj is a lawyer at the Supreme Court and
Bastian Steuwer is a political philosopher at Rutgers
University

FROM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGO

NOVEMBER 10, 1971
Normal ties with China: P.M’s offer

The Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, said
to-day [Paris, November 9] that India was
prepared to resume normal relations with
China and exchange ambassadors without
waiting for a solution of the border problem
between the two countries. Asked at her
press conference whether India would make
use of French good offices for resumption of
normal diplomatic relations with China,
Mrs. Gandhi pointed out that India had di-
plomatic relations at the level of ‘Charge
d’Affaires’. “We have no objection to an ex-
change of ambassadors and we hope this
will be done. If the French Government can
help, we have no objection to that,” the
Prime Minister added. Earlier, she was asked
whether India was ready to resume normal
relations with China on the basis of the sta-
tus quo on the border and in regard to the
Akasi Chin area. “This is a question that
could be discussed. So far as normalisation
of relations is concerned, I made a statement
immediately after I became Prime Minister
in1966,” Mrs. Gandhi said. (Mrs. Gandhi said
in 1966 that she would maintain the frien-
dliest relations with the neighbouring coun-
tries). Mrs. Gandhi in reply to questions said
that as far as she knew both France and the
United States had cut off arms aid to Pakis-
tan.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO Nov. 10, 1921

Indian Situation

London, November 8: Lord Chelmsford
reading a paper on India at a meeting of the
Colonial Institute over which the Marquess
of Crewe presided, said that the problem of
the status of Indians in the Dominions and
Colonies would not be solved by fiery
speeches or by impatient handling, but by
patient exploration of facts and steady pres-
sure by the Government of India. Lord
Chelmsford believed that the Government of
India would never recede from the principle
which he laid down in a speech at the begin-
ning of 1920 that there was no justification in
a Crown Colony or Protectorate for assign-
ing to British Indians a status in any way in-
ferior to any other class of His Majesty’s sub-
jects. Lord Chelmsford hoped that India
would have faith in the Government and
would leave it for them to press patiently
and persistently for its fulfilment. Referring
to Non-Co-operation, Lord Chelmsford said
that the foolish and impracticable character
of the movement was obvious.
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‘Why is MHA monitoring
foreign funds for NGOs?’

Mr. Mehta said the people at
the helm of these organisa-
tions should be known, and
the MHA was best placed to
do that. Identification of the
recipients of foreign funds
were known via the Aadhaar
system - a precaution intro-
duced by the statute itself.
The amendments were in-
troduced to prevent NGOs
from acting as “middlemen”
between foreign contribu-
tors and local, unregistered
NGOs.

“You cannot become a
commission agent for just
receiving and distributing
foreign funds after retaining
20% of the funds for ‘admi-
nistrative’ expenses. If you
are so influential that you
can successfully encourage
people abroad to send mo-
ney, then you can advise
them that ‘here are 10 NGOs
who are doing good work
and you can send money to
them directly’... You cannot
act as a middleman,” Mr.
Mehta argued.

Senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, for the
petitioners, said the act of
an NGO to apportion the
funds received from abroad
to organisations working on
the ground cannot be
termed “commercial”.

The law mandated that
NGOs use foreign funds they
received for the registered
purposes or activities — so-
cial, educational, religious,
cultural and economic — of
their existence.

Mr. Mehta said the
amendments have been in-
troduced to “strengthen the

mechanism, enhance tran-
sparency and accountabili-
ty”. It was noticed before
the amendments came only
a miniscule portion of the
foreign funds were actually
used by NGOs for their regis-
tered objectives.  The
amendments helped the go-
vernment keep watch and
ensure that NGOs were get-
ting and spending foreign
contributions for the “defi-
nite programmes” spelt out
in their articles of
association.

Fund inflow

The Solicitor General stated
that the government earlier
had no way of knowing
about the inflow and out-
flow of foreign funds. The
onus had been on NGOs to
offer the government infor-
mation about their foreign
contributions.

Justice Khanwilkar asked
whether foreign funds re-
ceived for one registered
purpose, say educational,
could be used for another
registered objective of the
NGO, say cultural or reli-
gious. The court asked
whether using the money
meant for one purpose for
another, even though the
latter objective was regis-
tered, would “dilute” the
law.

“NGOs engaged in educa-
tional activities like teaching
of Sanskrit or Urdu may also
fall within the ambit of ‘reli-
gious activity’,” Mr. Mehta
explained.

The court reserved the
case for judgment.

UK. includes Covaxin
to its list of vaccines

As a result of the expansion
of the list, the U.K. now re-
cognises — Pfizer BioNTech,
Oxford AstraZeneca (includ-
ing India’s Covishield), Mo-
derna and Janssen (Johnson
and Johnson) and WHO EUL
that includes Sinovac, Sino-
pharm Beijing and Covaxin.

“Passengers who have
been fully vaccinated and
have received their vaccine

certificate from one of over
135 approved countries and
territories are not required
to take a pre-departure test,
day 8 test or self-isolate
upon arrival. Instead, pas-
sengers will just need to pay
for a lateral flow test to take
before the end of their se-
cond day, post-arrival,” de-
clared the announcement
from the U.K. Government.

Congress, BJP trade
charges on Rafale

And in doing so, it has un-
dermined national security,
jeopardised the interests of
the armed forces and
caused a loss of 41,000
crore to the exchequer, he
alleged.

“The corruption can be
tracked to PM Modi’s own
doorstep,” he said. The evi-
dence in this case, he ad-
ded, had first came up on
October 4, 2018, when two
former Union Ministers of
BJP — Arun Shourie and
Yashwant Sinha — submitted
a file to then CBI Director
Alok Verma. On October 11
the Attorney General of
Mauritius also sent docu-
ments about the middleman
Sushen Gupta.

However, at a press con-
ference at the BJP headquar-
ters, spokesperson Sambit
Patra accused the Congress,
especially Rahul Gandhi
who has been alleging cor-
ruption in the purchase of
the fighter aircraft by the
Modi  government, of
spreading “canard, disinfor-
mation and lies”.

Mr. Patra also sought Mr.
Gandhi’s response to the
fresh revelations by Media-
part, according to whose in-
vestigation, Dassault Avia-
tion paid the kickbacks to
the intermediary in Mauriti-
us between 2007 and 2012
putting it in the time frame
when the Congress-led UPA
was in power.

“The Mediapart story
says that ‘corruption, in-
fluence-peddling and fa-
vouritism’ marked the deal
during the UPA govern-
ment,” he noted and said,
“It will not be an exaggera-
tion to say that the INC be
renamed as ‘I Need Com-
mission’. Sonia Gandhi, Ra-
hul Gandhi, Priyanka Gand-

CcM
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hi Vadra, Robert Vadra , all
say that I need commis-
sion,” Mr. Patra alleged.

Mr. Khera alleged that in-
stead of following the mo-
ney trail, Mr. Verma was re-
moved in middle of the
night and a raid conducted
at the CBI headquarters.
“This was part of the con-
certed conspiracy to bury
the Rafale ghost,” he said.

Mr, Khera pointed out
that on March 26, 2019, the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) raided Mr. Gupta in
connection with another
case. “Is it not correct that
the ED recovered a horde of
top secret Defence Ministry
documents from Mr. Gup-
ta,” he asked.

“Why did the ED not pur-
sue these evidences further
to investigate the scam?
Why did the Modi govern-
ment then not take action
against Dassault, the politi-
cal executive or the defence
ministry officers who leaked
the documents? Which
‘Chowkidar’ sold India’s na-
tional secrets,” Mr. Khera
asked.

‘Deal within deal’

The UPA government had a
deal within every deal, Mr.
Patra said. The Congress has
in past said the allegations
of corruption by the BJP
against its ruling family and
its members were driven by
vendetta.

Mr. Patra also said the al-
leged middleman Sushen
Mohan Gupta, whose name
has cropped up in the Rafale
case, was also accused of
pocketing commission in
the purchase of VVIP chop-
pers. “This is too much of a
coincidence, and too much
of a coincidence is always a
conspiracy,” he said.
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Samyukt Kisan Morcha takes
its fight back to Parliament

Starting Nov. 29, farmers will hold daily marches to the House during winter session

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

One year after launching a
mass protest against the
three contentious farm re-
form laws, the Samyukt Ki-
san Morcha is taking its fight
back to Parliament, with
plans to hold daily tractor
marches to Sansad Bhavan
during the winter session.

In a decision taken at a
general body meeting of the
SKM on Tuesday, farm un-
ions said they would assert
their right to protest within
the national capital and send
500 selected volunteers in
tractor trollies to Parliament
every day from November 29
until the end of the session.
They will move “peacefully
and with full discipline,” it
said.

It said the move is to “in-
crease the pressure manifold
on this obstinate, insensi-
tive, anti-people and pro-
corporate BJP Central Go-
vernment to force it to con-
cede the demands for which
farmers across the country
have launched a historic
struggle for one year”.

The SKM’s protest on the
outskirts of Delhi began on
November 26.

After two months camped
on the city’s borders, farm-
ers entered the capital with

met sooN. =FILE PHOTO

their tractors on Republic
Day, with some groups clash-
ing violently with police as
they deviated from planned
routes and headed towards
the Red Fort and central
Delhi.

In July, during the mon-
soon session, the SKM was
allowed to re-enter the city
in groups of 200 farmers in
buses heavily guarded by the
police to hold a parallel Ki-
san Sansad just a kilometre
away from the official
proceedings.

Govt.’s obstinance

In the run-up to the first an-
niversary, several members
of the SKM have expressed

impatience with the Govern-
ment’s intransigence, with
popular Uttar Pradesh lead-
er Rakesh Tikait of the Bha-
ratiya Kisan Union giving an
ultimatum that the agitation
would be intensified if the
demands were not met by
November 26.

Over the weekend, the Ha-
ryana unions met and decid-
ed to propose that the SKM
either march to Parliament
or gherao the Prime Minis-
ter’s residence to mark the
occasion.

Instead, the SKM has de-
cided to mobilise farmers at
the Delhi borders and State
capitals for mahapanchayats
on the day which is also ob-

Modi to visit UP. several
times in next few weeks

Projects planned in poll-bound State

NISTULA HEBBAR
NEW DELHI

Uttar Pradesh as always is
expected to be the star turn
in the next set of Assembly
polls set for early 2022, and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will be visiting the
State four times in the next
month-and-a-half to launch
and inaugurate projects
worth over 1 lakh crore in
the State.

On November 16, he will
be dedicating the Gorakh-
pur-Poorvanchal express-
way to the nation, which
cost around T 42,000 crore
and is 340.82 km long.
Sources told The Hindu that
an Air Force plane may land
on the expressway to attest
to the quality of the con-
struction.

He will also be laying the
foundation stones for the
newly commissioned Jhevar
airport near Noida on No-
vember 25.

On November 19, Mr. Mo-
di will be in Jhansi and he
will participate in a pro-
gramme related to the 193rd
birth anniversary of the late
Rani Laxmibai of Jhansi. A
rally will be held close to the
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Jhansi fort. A ground-break-
ing ceremony for a plant un-
der Bharat Dynamics Limit-
ed, for the Jhansi “node” of
the defence corridor, will al-
so be done while Mr. Modi is
there.

He will then likely to pro-
ceed to Lucknow for the an-
nual DGP conference with
the top brass of law enforce-
ment on November 20.

For the inauguration of
the completed Kashi Vish-
wanath Temple Corridor
project, a prestigious pro-
ject started by Mr. Modi in
his own constituency of Va-
ranasi, there are three tenta-
tive dates that have been put
forward, all in December
10, 19 or 27).

LAKHIMPUR

nsify their agitation if their demands were not
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served as Constitution Day.

The Centre says the three
new laws, which have now
been suspended from imple-
mentation by the Supreme
Court, are essential to re-
form agricultural marketing
and provide choices to
farmers.

Farmers’ demands

Critics claim the laws will di-
lute the procurement of
crops at minimum support
prices and benefit large cor-
porates to the detriment of
small farmers.

Apart from a full repeal of
the laws, the SKM is de-
manding a legal guarantee of
MSP for all farm produce.
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In pain: Family members mourn outside the mortua

ry of

Hamidia Hospital on Tuesday, after the fire in Kamla Nehru
Hospital in Bhopal. =a.m.Faruqui

Fire safety audit sought
in children’s hospitals

Four infants died in Bhopal facility

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR) wrote to Chief Se-
cretaries of all States and
Union Territories on Tues-
day asking for a fire safety
audit of all medical facilities
for children, in the wake of a
fire accident at a Bhopal
hospital that killed four
infants.

In a separate letter to
Chief Secretary, Madhya
Pradesh, Igbal Singh Bains,
the panel has demanded de-
tails of the last no-objection
certificate and audit. It has
also instructed that those
children shifted out of Kam-
la Nehru Children’s Hospital
be given special care in oth-
er hospitals.

“NCPCR  recommends
that to prevent recurrence
of fire incidents in hospitals,
fire safety audits should be
undertaken in all the hospi-
tals/medical colleges/nurs-
ing homes having NICU
(neo-natal intensive care un-
it), PICU (paediatric inten-
sive care unit), SNCU (spe-
cial newborn care units) and
other medical facilities for
children,” wrote its Chair-
person, Priyank Kanoongo.

CM promises action
Madhya Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Shivraj Singh Chou-
han on Tuesday said the fire
at the hospital in the State
capital on Monday was a re-
sult of “criminal negli-
gence”, and the guilty
would not be spared.

SC Collegium clears transfer
of Madras HC CJ to Meghalaya

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

The Supreme Court collegi-
um has recommended the
transfer of Madras High
Court Chief Justice Sanjib Ba-
nerjee to the Meghalaya
High Court. It also recom-
mended the transfer of Jus-
tice Munishwar Nath Bhan-
dari from the Allahabad
High Court to the Madras

High Court.
Resolutions for both the
recommendations were

passed by the Collegium on
September 16 but were
made public only on Tues-

day. Chief Justice Banerjee,
hailing from West Bengal,
had assumed charge in the
Madras High Court on Janu-
ary 4, 2021 and is due to re-
tire from service on Novem-
ber 1, 2023.

A similar recommenda-
tion made by the Supreme
Court in 2019 to transfer the
then Madras High Court
Chief Justice Vijaya Kamlesh
Tahilramani to the much
smaller Meghalaya High
Court had created a furore
among the legal fraternity.
When her plea for reconsid-
eration was rejected, Justice

Tahilramani chose to put in
her papers.

Justice Bhandari, who had
been recommended to be
transferred to the Madras
High Court, hails from Rajas-
than.

He was transferred to the
Allahabad High Court on
March 15, 2019 and is due to
retire from service on Sep-
tember 12, 2022.

He is now the senior most
judge of Allahabad High
Court and had been its Act-
ing Chief Justice too between
June 26, 2021 and October
10, 2021.

Padma Vibhushan goes to SPB

Posthumous honour accepted by son S.P. Charan from President Kovind

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Legendary singer S.P. Bala-
subrahmanyam was on
Tuesday posthumously ho-
noured with the Padma Vib-
hushan, the second highest
civilian award of the coun-
try, at a ceremony at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan in New
Delhi. Balasubrahmanyam’s
son S.P. Charan received the
award on his father’s behalf
from President Ram Nath
Kovind.

Former Lok Sabha Speak-
er Sumitra Mahajan and the
late Tarun Gogoi, former
Chief Minister of Assam,
were among the 118 promi-
nent personalities who were
given the Padma awards by
the President at the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan here on
Tuesday.

Archaeologist B.B. Lal,
who led an excavation at the
Ram Janmabhoomi site in
the mid-1970s, and Islamic
scholar Maulana Wahidud-
din Khan (posthumous)
were also conferred the Pad-
ma Vibhushan.

Veteran sculptor from Od-
isha Sudarshan Sahoo, re-
nowned doctor and educa-
tionist from Karnataka Belle
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Music to the ears: President Ram Nath Kovind presenting the
Padma Bhushan to singer Chithra on Tuesday. =e1i

Monappa Hegde and U.S.-
based scientist Narinder
Singh Kapany (posthumous)
were also given the Padma
Vibhushan award at two Civil
Investiture ceremonies.
Japan’s  longest-serving
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe,
who was awarded with the
Padma Vibhushan, was not
present at the event to re-
ceive the award.
Vice-President M. Ven-
kaiah Naidu, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah

BSF, CRPF footprint to go up in Valley

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

The Kashmir valley is all set
to see the re-induction of the
Border Security Force (BSF)
in towns, increased footprint
of the CRPF in the capital
and scores of “surprise
checkpoints” across the city
to contain the growing tar-
geted attacks on civilians by

militants, especially on
members of the minority
community.

The fresh security aug-
mentation plans come as the
preliminary police investiga-
tion suggested that Monday’s
civilian killing of a salesman
in Srinagar’s Bohri Kadal was
“actually an attack on its
Pandit owner who has been

frequenting the shop”.

J&K Lieutenant Governor
on Monday chaired a securi-
ty review meeting in Jammu.
Sources said five additional
CRPF companies, in addi-
tion to 25 companies (2,500
personnel) inducted earlier
this month, would be de-
ployed in Srinagar. Besides,
55 Central Armed Police

Forces companies would al-
so help man important in-
stallations.

Sources said the process
of re-induction of 25 BSF
companies had started in
towns in south Kashmir. This
would be the first time since
the 1990s that the BSF would
be posted in towns to man
installations and offices.

and Finance Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman were among
those who were present on
the occasion.

Former principal secre-
tary to PM Modi, Nripendra
Misra, industrialist Rajnikant
D. Shroff and former MP Tar-
lochan Singh were presented
the Padma Bhushan for their
contribution to public affairs
and civil service.

Former Gujarat chief mi-
nister Keshubhai Patel, form-
er Union minister Ram Vilas
Paswan and Islamic scholar

Syed Kalbe Sadiq were ho-
noured with the Padma
Bhushan posthumously. The
award was received by their
family members.

Poet and playwright from
Karnataka Chandrashekar
Kambara and singer Chithra
were also conferred the Pad-
ma Bhushan.

Bharat Ratna, the coun-
try’s highest civilian award
has not been given to anyone
since 2019.

118 awards

A total of seven individuals
were given the Padma Vib-
hushan, 10 were given Pad-
ma Bhushan and 101 were gi-
ven Padma Shri.

Social worker from Assam
Lakhimi Baruah; Jai Bhag-
wan Goyal, Hindi littérateur
from Haryana’s Kurukshe-
tra; Manganiyar folk singer
from Rajasthan Lakha Khan;
acclaimed Carnatic vocalist
Bombay Jayashri; senior or-
thopaedic surgeon from
Dehradun Bhupendra Ku-
mar Singh Sanjay and noted
Hindi professor and journal-
ist from Srinagar Chaman
Lal Sapru were among those
who received the Padma
Shri.

# Branch,

Pycrofts Garden Lane,

Purushothaman is a 14 years old boy hailing
from a poor family. He is suffering from Relapsed
Hodgkin’s Lumphoma and needs Rs.8,00,000/-
for the Autologous Bone Marrow Transplant at

V.S.Hospital, Chennai. Kindly help him to have
a new life. Donations sent by Ch/D.D. favouring
V.S. Medical Trust will be acknowledged. The
& donations sent through Ch/D.D/NEFT Transfer &
GOOGLE PAY (Canara Bank, Nungambakkam
A/C  No.60182010063310,
No. CNRB0016018) favouring WOMEN’S
WELFARE SYNDICATE is exempted under
80G IT (please do not mention patient name on the cheque).

All correspondence is done through WWS, Regd. Public Charitable
Trust, Flat No. GF 1, Corddel Apartments, O.No.13, N.No.29,
y Chennai-600006. Ph: 044-42137401/
28235324/ 7338978027. E Mail ID: womenswelfaresyndicate@
gmail.com. Website: www.womenswelfaresyndicate.org.
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NSA Doval meets Tajik,
Uzbek counterparts

‘Afghanistan was the major focus of discussions’

T

SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI

Ahead of the Delhi Regional
Security Dialogue, National
Security Adviser Ajit Doval
met his counterparts from
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan
for separate bilateral meet-
ings here on Tuesday where
they discussed the terror
threats from Afghanistan,
the humanitarian crisis un-
folding there and the need
for an inclusive and “legiti-
mate” Government in Kabul.
Mr. Doval will join the NSAs
and the security chiefs for an
eight-nation conference on
Wednesday morning, to dis-
cuss the issues further.

“Afghanistan was the ma-
jor focus of discussions.
Both sides agreed that the
future of Afghanistan must
be decided by the people of
Afghanistan  themselves,”
sources said after Mr. Doval’s
meeting with Uzbekistan Se-
cretary of the Security Coun-
cil Lt. Gen. Victor Makhmu-
dov in the South Block,
adding that the question of
legitimacy should be dealt
with before discussing inter-
national recognition to the
Government in Kabul.

At present, no country
has recognised the Taliban
Interim Government and the
Taliban has rejected calls for
an electoral process to de-
cide who will succeed the
previous Ghani
Government.

Humanitarian crisis

“Both sides emphasised the
need for neighbours to en-
sure unhindered access of
humanitarian assistance to
the people of Afghanistan.
They also agreed that the
neighbours must play a con-
structive role there,” sources

India, Pakistan to
hold parallel meets
on Afghanistan

SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI

New Delhi and Islamabad will hold two pa-
rallel tracks on Afghanistan this week — the
two meetings sharpening the divide bet-
ween India and Pakistan and their view of 6
each other’s role in the region.

On Wednesday, National Security Advis-
er Ajit Doval will meet his counterparts
from Russia, Iran and five Central Asian
states, including NSAs and State Security
Chiefs from each of these countries for the

e rom each of these counri £ 2z CHENNAI SMART CITY LIMITED (CSCL) %
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On Thursday, Pakistan’s special envoy L\
on Afghanistan Mohammad Sadiq Khan
will host a meeting of the “Extended Troi-
ka” made up of Russia, China, U.S. and Pa-

kistan.

For the first time, the Troika-Plus, as it is
called, will also meet with Taliban acting
Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi, who
is visiting Islamabad to attend bilateral

meetings.

NEWS ANALYSIS

The meetings make it obvious that the
U.S. and other major countries in the re-
gion, which include China, Iran, Russia,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turk-
menistan and Uzbekistan, perceive their
engagement with India and Pakistan on Af-
ghanistan separately, but equally vital.

Pakistan is seen as a necessary interloc-
utor with the Taliban leadership, and an
important transit point of trade and con-

nectivity from Afghanistan.

India is seen as a powerful force in the
region which must be engaged with, and
kept onside for the difficult conversations
on terrorism, drugs and migration, as well
as a traditional bilateral partner to all the

countries minus Pakistan.

This explains why Russia has sent its Se-
curity Chief Gen Patrushev to Delhi while
special envoy Zamir Kabulov has con-
firmed he will travel to Islamabad this
week, Iran held a Foreign Ministers meet-
ing including Pakistan, but not India, just a
fortnight before attending the NSA meet in
Delhi, most of the Central Asian security
chiefs visiting Delhi have engaged Kabul
and Islamabad in the past few months, and
U.S. Special envoy Thomas West is on an
extended trip to the region, where he will
visit Islamabad, Delhi and Moscow.

The NSA meeting in Delhi is a pitch for
India’s continuing role in regional security,
even if its bilateral relations with Afghanis-
tan are suspended for the moment.

The NSA meet seeks to share common
concerns on terrorism and extremist ideol-
ogy, drugs and refugees emanating from
Afghanistan, and officials said that none of
the countries involved are close to “legiti-

mising” the Taliban.
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Strategic meet: NSA Ajit Doval with his Uzbekistan
counterpart Victor Makhmudov during their meeting. =p1i

said in comments that ap-
peared to be aimed at Pakis-
tan which has declined In-
dia’s request to send medical
and wheat shipments as aid
by road to Afghanistan. The
U.N. had earlier warned that
more than half the popula-
tion of Afghanistan could
face a crisis with food stocks
running out.

The comments come a
week after Mr. Makhmudov
was in Islamabad to esta-
blish a Joint Security Com-
mission agreement with the
Pakistan Government to
strengthen strategic ties and
connectivity.

Deepening cooperation

Tajikistan’s Secretary of the
Security Council Nasrullo
Rahmatjon also “highlighted
the gravity of the situation in
Afghanistan” from a “sharp
increase” in terrorist threats
during his meeting with Mr.
Doval. Sources said both
countries have a significant

convergence of assessments
on Afghanistan.

Tajik President Emomali
Rahmon has taken the
toughest line amongst the
Central Asian states on the
Taliban for its “human rights
violations” and the Govern-
ment is believed to have
hosted members of the anti-
Taliban “National Resistance
Front” led by Ahmed Ma-
soud at various times in the
past few months.

Government sources pri-
vy to the conversation said
Mr. Doval and Mr. Rahmat-
jon also spoke about dee-
pening cooperation in areas
like defence, border man-
agement and border infras-
tructure development.

On Wednesday, Mr. Doval
will host the plenary session
of all the security chiefs at-
tending the dialogue. In the
afternoon, he will hold bilat-
eral meetings with his coun-
terparts from Russia, Iran
and Kazakhstan.

INTERVIEW | KARAMBIR SINGH

'‘GMC to forge solutions to key issues’

Seas permit free flow of commerce and ideas, says Navy chief

DINAKAR PERI
DONA PAULA

The Indian Navy is monitor-
ing the Chinese Navy and its
maritime assets deployed in
the IOR, says Navy chief Ad-
miral Karambir Singh on
the sidelines of the Goa Mar-
itime Conclave. Excerpts:

The GMC has grown as a
platform. In the backdrop of
developments in the region,
what is the focus of this
edition and the forward?

m The aim of the conclave is
to bring together a smaller
group of navies in the imme-
diate neighbourhood, look
at the common challenges
that we face and forge tangi-
ble solutions to key issues.
We bring together practi-
tioners and scholars to dis-
cuss these challenges. The-
reafter, we have an exclusive
session wherein the heads of
navies will discuss one-on-
one the way forward to these
challenges. This year, the
theme is ‘Maritime Security
and Emerging Non Tradi-
tional Threats: The Case for
Proactive Role for Indian
Ocean Region Navies’. We
will examine information-
sharing, hydrographic coop-
eration, maritime law enfor-
cement, training, opportuni-
ties in disaster response,
crisis management etc.

Each GMC is followed by a
Goa Maritime Symposium
(GMS). During the GMS, we
follow up discussions that
have happened during the
GMC and work to bring them
to fruition through an action
plan that will be presented
back again to the naval
heads. And since we are a
smaller grouping, it will be
easier for us to do that.

In addition to increased

forays into the IOR (Indian
Ocean Region), the PLA Navy
now has a base in Djibouti
and are building ships faster
than anyone else. In this
backdrop, how are you
prioritising your
modernisation as well as
operational philosophy?

m As a Navy, we are monitor-
ing the Chinese Navy and
Chinese maritime assets that
are deployed in the IOR, in-
cluding Chinese research
vessels to watch out for any
activities inimical to our in-
terests. It is true that the Chi-
nese have a presence in the
IOR. And whatever you said,
bases and presence is a fact.

What is the way forward for
Quad as well the Malabar
exercise, given the growing
interest in the region?

m [ think we need to differen-
tiate between Malabar and
the Quad. The former pre-
cedes the latter. It was in
1992 that we started Malabar
with the U.S. Navy, and the-
reafter, it has grown over a
period of time to include Ja-
pan and Australia. What we
are achieving in Malabar is
that we are continuously in-
creasing the scope and com-
plexity of the exercise so that
we are able to seamlessly op-
erate with each other. And if
required, for any contingen-
cy or any challenge, we can
easily come in a plug and
play format and operate. As
for the Quad, it is basically a
Ministry of External Affairs’
(MEA) construct.

India has signed all the
foundational agreements
with the U.S. and logistics
support agreements with
several countries, including
Australia and Japan. How has
the Navy benefited from
these agreements?

The main thing that
navies require is
‘Reach and
Sustenance’

m These are all important
agreements that we’ve
signed. When we sign these
agreements, say LEMOA (Lo-
gistics Exchange Memoran-
dum of Agreement), and our
ships are deployed off
Guam, we are able to take
fuel from their tankers. Or
when we are operating off
Australia, we will be able to
take fuel from their tanker.
The main thing that navies
require is ‘Reach and Suste-
nance’. These are two very
important principles on
which any Navy operates.
The agreements that we
have, including the founda-
tional agreements, have
helped us in being able to
achieve this ‘Reach and Sus-
tenance’, which is very im-
portant for us.

What were the top
challenges during your
tenure at the helm? Since the
developments in
Afghanistan, there have been
apprehensions of possible
smuggling of weapons via the
searoute in addition to
narcotics. What is your
assessment?

m Narco-terrorism is a real
threat that we envisage.
There is a connection bet-
ween drug trafficking and
arms trafficking. Organisa-

tions like ISIS Khorasan de-
pend a fair amount on the
money that they make out of
drugs. We have intelligence
that indicates that there is a
flow of drugs from the Mak-
ran coast, down to the East
coast of Africa, from where it
moves to the island nations,
which are tourism depen-
dent economies, and then to
Sri Lanka and India and also
across the world.

This is a threat that we are
aware of, and we have initia-
tives such as the Colombo
Security Conclave, wherein
we want to do certain Fo-
cused Operations with coun-
tries that are affected by
challenges such as drug traf-
ficking to put an end to this
scourge.

What is your assessment of
the concept of Mission Based
Deployments (MBD) that
began five years back?

m Mission Based Deploy-
ments, which started in 2017,
have been of significant utili-
ty to us. First, when ships
are on regular deployment
in key areas in the IOR, they
increase their familiarity
with the area of operation.
We are also available for res-
ponse in any situation... So
that establishes our credibili-
ty and assures friendly na-
tions that we are ready to as-
sist anytime.

Also, when we talk of our
endeavour to be a Preferred
Security Partner, we have to
be around to come to assis-
tance... MBD has actually
transformed the Navy from a
deployment ready Navy to a
deployed Navy. The inten-
tion is to continue with this
particular ~ method  of
deployment.

(To read the full interview,
log on to bit.ly/NavyChiefIn-
terview)
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Hari Kumar to
take over as
Navy chief

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Vice Admiral R. Hari Ku-
mar, presently Flag Officer
Commanding-in-Chief
(FOC-in-C) Western Naval
Command, has been ap-
pointed as the next Chief of
the Naval Staff (CNS). He
will take over on November
30 when incumbent Admi-
ral Karambir Singh retires
from service.

“The Government has
appointed Vice Admiral R.
Hari Kumar presently FOC-
in-C Western Naval Com-
mand as the next CNS with
effect from the afternoon
of November 30, 2021,” a
Defence Ministry state-
ment said.

Vice Admiral Kumar
graduated from J-squa-
dron, 61 Course National
Defence Academy in De-
cember 1981 and was com-
missioned into the Execu-
tive Branch of the Navy on
January 1, 1983.

During a career span-
ning nearly 39 years, he
has served in a variety of
Command, Staff and In-
structional appointments.
Vice Admiral Kumar’s Sea
Command includes Coast
Guard Ship C-01, INS Nish-
ank, Missile Corvette, INS
Kora and Guided Missile
Destroyer INS Ranvir.

He also commanded air-
craft carrier INS Viraat.

He also served as Fleet
Operations Officer of the
Western Fleet.

Online Tender / Rate Contract (RC) No./ item with

Last date

SiNo qty./ Document Cost Sale Period | Pre bid Submission Opening
Online Tender No.E759/FUR/ECRP/NHM/TNMSC/ 10112021 [17.11.2021 | 25.11.2021 | 25.11.2021

1 ENGG2021, Dt: 06.11.2021 — ICU Cot (2096) , Modular 1024.11.2021| 11.00 AM 11.00 AM 12.00 PM
Crash Cart (524)— Rs. 5,725/- o . . 3
Online Tender No.

I — Joiiamt 1711001 | 2siamt 251120
Dt:06.11.2021 ~ECG machine (278) Rs. 5,725/- o . . :
Online Tender No.E761/DVT/ECRP/NHM/TNMSC/

11.11.2021 |18.11.2021 [ 26.11.2021 | 26.11.2021

3 ENGG/2021, Dt: 06.11.2021 — DVT prophylaxis mechanical
pump (412) Rs. 5,725/- 1025.11.2021 11.00 AM 11.00 AM 12.00 PM
Online Tender No.E762/PW/ECRP/NHM/TNMSC/

4 ENGG/2021, Dt: 06.11.2021 — Whole body warmer with I()];.SI 112(2)3;1 1128(;(;]3’(;1:‘ 206,’;1010'2;]1341 206410162:'3[]
blanket (524), Blood & Fluid Warmer (308)- Rs. 5,725/- T ) ) )
Tender No.763/C&E/ECRP/NHM/TNMSC/ ENGG/2021

L. N N 12.11.2021 |19.11.2021 | 30.11.2021 | 30.11.2021

5 Dt: 06.11.2021 — Civil, Electrical and MGPS work in the
ICU unit—Rs. 5,725/- t029.11.2021( 11.00 AM 11.00 AM 12.00 PM
Tender No.764/FAB’ECRP/NHM/TNMSC/  ENGGi2021

M 12.11.2021 |19.11.2021 | 30.11.2021 |30.11.2021
Dt: 06.11.2021 — Fabrication of Vehicle as Mobile Medical
Unit (387)- Rs. 5,725/- t029.11.2021]12.00 Noon [  03.00 PM [ 04.00 PM

For details visit www.tenders.tn.gov.in and TNMSC website www.tnmsc.tn.gov.in  DIPR/3252/Tender/2021
Bengeen 6Lig) HEkATD ewLEEETD sngmen ufibe) engAND umLiBum

General Manager (Equipment)
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Project Name
Transport Systems
Contract Name

Metropolitan Area

July 2015 by JICA)

Bidding Documents at the office of:
Managing Director

16th December 2021

Managing Director

DIPR/3277/Tender/2021

Date : 10th November 2021

IFB No : C.S.C.L.C.No. 145/2017-18

Employer : Chennai Smart City Limited (CSCL)
Country . India

JICALoanNo : ID-P270

6. Pre-bid Meeting is scheduled on 8th December 2021 at 3.00 PM

7. A complete set of the Bidding Documents may be purchased and collected by
interested Bidders on the submission of a written application to the address above and
upon payment of a non-refundable fee of INR 75,000 /- or $1000 USD (Including GST).
The method of payment will be Account Payee Demand Draft/Banker Cheque in favour
of Chennai Smart City Limited (CSCL), Payable at Chennai or through the online or
offline through NEFT/RTGS to the Account of Chennai ITS Project, Account No.
50100333041254, IFSC Code : HDFC0001216, Bank Name: HDFC Bank, Bank Address :
No. 30, Cenatoph road, Teynampet, Chennai - 600018. The document will be sent by
Courier/Post or can be collected by the Authorized Representative of the Applicant.

8. Bids must be delivered to the address above on or before 18th January 2022; 3:00 PM.

9. Bids will be opened in the presence of Bidders' representatives who choose to
attend at 3.30 PM on 18th January 2022 at the office of :

. Project for Installation of Chennai Metropolitan Area Intelligent

. Procurement of Design, Supply, Installation, Commissioning,
Operations and Maintenance of Intelligent Transportation Systems in Chennai

1. The Government of India (GOI) has received a loan from Japan International Cooperation
Agency(JICA) towards the cost of “Project for Installation of Chennai Metropolitan
Area Intelligent Transport Systems” (herein referred to as “the Project”).
intended that part of the proceeds of this loan will be applied to eligible payments under
the Contract Design, Supply, Installation, Commissioning, Operations and
Maintenance of Intelligent Transport System in Chennai Metropolitan Area.

2. Bidding will be conducted through procedures in accordance with the applicable
Guidelines for Procurement under Japanese ODA Loans, and is open to all Bidders
from eligible source countries, as defined in the Loan Agreement.

3. The Chennai Smart City Limited (the Executing Agency called Employer on behalf
of GOI) now invites sealed Bids from eligible Bidders for the Design, Supply, Installation,
Commissioning, Operations and Maintenance of Intelligent Transport System in
Chennai Metropolitan Area(“the Works"). International Competitive Bidding will be
conducted in accordance with JICA's “Single-Stage Two- Envelope” Bidding
Procedure.(As per standard bidding document into Japanese ODA loan (Design build)

4. Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further information from and inspect the

0/o0 Chennai Smart City Limited (CSCL), 5th Floor - D wing,
Amma Maaligai, Ripon Buildings, Chennai - 600003, Tamil Nadu
Telephone: +91-044-25303824/707 Email: tenders@cscl.co.in

5. Bidding document will be available at the above said office from 16th November to

0/o Chennai Smart City Limited (CSCL), 5th Floor - D wing,
Amma Maaligai, Ripon Buildings, Chennai - 600003, Tamil Nadu
Telephone : +91-044-25303824/707, Email: tenders@cscl.co.in
Managing Director
B e e enl Chennai Smart City Limited (CSCL)

It is

Sciywider

INVITATION FOR THE SECOND ROUND OF EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
FOR AVAILING WHITE LABELLING OF THE ELECTRICAL AND AUTOMATION
PRODUCTS OF LARSEN & TOUBRO

Schneider Electric India Private Limited (“SEIPL”) invites the second round of Expression of Interest (“EOI”)
from LV switchgear manufacturers in India for availing white labelling product manufacturing services from
SEIPL, in compliance with the modifications provided in the order of the Competition Commission of India
(“CCI”), dated 18" April 2019 (“CCI Order”), approving the acquisition of the electrical and automation
(“E&A”) business of Larsen & Toubro (“L&T”) by SEIPL and MacRitchie Investments Pte. Ltd. The CCI Order
is available at:

https://lwww.cci.gov.in/sites/default/files/Notice_order_document/Public1.pdf.

The white labelling product manufacturing services being offered by SEIPL is subject to the terms and
conditions as set out in the CCI Order including the following:

The white labelling product manufacturing service is being offered by SEIPL only for the existing product
range, owned and manufactured at L&T plants, of the five products of L&T (Air Circuit Breakers (“ACB”),
Moulded Case Circuit Breakers (“MCCB”), Overload Relays, Contactors and Switch Disconnector Fuse
(“SDF”), collectively “Five Products”).

The white labelling services for the Five Products of L&T can be availed for the remaining period of the
white labelling product manufacturing services offering ending as on 28 September 2026 for sale solely in
the Indian market.

The pricing and allocation of quantity for the white labelling contract will be governed by the CCI Order
and monitored by the Monitoring Agency - Moore Singhi Advisors LLP (mukeshgilda@singhico.com)
appointed by the CCI.

At the end of the white labelling period as specified in the CCl Order, a single LV switchgear manufacturer
shall have the option to enter into a non-transferable, non-sub licensable, non-exclusive technology license
solely for manufacture and sale in India with SEIPL for all or any of the Five Products of L&T for which it
has availed of white labelling, subject to the quantity / duration and other terms and conditions as set out
in the CCI Order at a reasonable commercial royalty rate for a period of 5 years. Such technology license
to the third party LV switchgear manufacturer shall be in accordance with the terms and conditions of the
CCl Order.

Interested LV switchgear manufacturers are requested to respond to fully and finally to this second round of
invitation for expression of interest by submitting their details at: https://www.se.com/in/en/about-

us/whitelabelling/whitelabelling-registration.jsp by 10t Jan 2022 i.e., 2 months from date of publication of
this EOI.

SEIPL will also conduct a pre-bid meeting on 8% December 2021, i.e., Wednesday at 10:00 -12:00 PM, to
provide clarifications in relation to this EOI. Interested parties to contact us at whitelabel.support@se.com,
for further details on the pre-bid meeting.

Specific product ranges available for white labelling will be shared with interested parties post registration at
the link set out above.

For further details, please contact us at: whitelabel.support@se.com.
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J&K hospitals get faulty ventilators

RTI reveals that at least 165 machines bought with PM CARES fund not working properly

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR

Jammu & Kashmir’s Health
and Medical Education
(H&ME) has found itself in
the dock after details ob-
tained under the Right to In-
formation Act suggested that
at least 165 “faulty” ventila-
tors were supplied to the Un-
ion Territory’s hospitals last
year with PM CARES fund.

In a reply to an RTI appli-
cation filed by activist Balvin-
der Singh, the department of
the Anaesthesiology and
Critical Care Medicine of the
Shri Maharaja Hari Singh
(SMHS) Hospital has pointed
out that 165 ventilators — 37
from the Bharat Ventilators,
three from the Agva Ventila-
tors and 125 from the Dha-
man-III — were found to be
faulty.

All machines from Bharat
Ventilators were returned
due to compressor and heat

IN BRIEF
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Court dismisses plaint
against Kangana, sister
MUMBAI

A magistrate court dismissed
a private complaint seeking
action against actor Kangana
Ranaut in a case concerning
derogatory statements on
Tablighi Jamaat. On April 15,
2020, advocate Kashif Ali
Khan Deshmukh filed a
complaint stating that Ms.
Ranaut's sister Rangoli
Chandel had put out a
defamatory tweet against the
Tablighi Jamaat. It said the
actor supported her sister.

ED attaches ¥9.28-crore
assets in coal theft case
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate
has attached assets worth
¥9.28 crore in connection
with the alleged illegal
mining and pilferage of coal
in West Bengal, taking the
value of total attachment so
far to ¥181.14 crore. The
properties are linked to
“mastermind” Anup Majhi,
Vinay Mishra and his brother
Vikas Mishra.

ED attaches assets worth
¥61.38 crore of BSL, BEL
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has attached assets
worth ¥61.38 crore in
connection with the alleged
siphoning of public funds
from Bhushan Steel Limited
(BSL), Bhushan Energy
Limited (BEL) and others. The
assets include agricultural
land and the warehouses of
entities under the control of
erstwhile promoters of BSL.
The ED probe is based on a
complaint filed by the Serious
Frauds Investigation Office
under provisions of the
Companies Act and the Indian
Penal Code.
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Defective ventilators are suspected to be the main reason for the high COVID-19 morfality rate

in Jammu. =FiLE PHOTO

up problems, which resulted
in their sudden shutdown,
the department wrote in its
reply. “These ventilators do
not support patient care
management.”

It also pointed out that ma-
chines of the Agva Ventila-
tors were “non-functional

due to problems like display
not working and problem in
generating tidal volume”.
Trial run of two ventilators
out of 125 from Dhaman-III
stationed at the DRDO Hospi-
tal, Khanmoh, Srinagar,
found that the tidal volume
had not generated required

Flo2 and and thus could not
be put to use for patient care.
The ventilators stopped auto-
matically, and put patients at
risk, the Srinagar hospital
pointed out.

“Though officials of the
H&ME Department in Jammu
division also admit that the

ventilators supplied to them
are not of good quality and
not functioning properly,
they did not give exact details
in response to my RTI query
for reasons best known to
them,” Mr. Singh said at a
press conference in Jammu
on Monday. He claimed that
installation of these defective
ventilators “could be one of
the major reason for the high
COVID-19 mortality rate in
Jammu division as compared
to Kashmir”.

Meanwhile, sources said
the H&ME department was
likely to probe the procure-
ment of these ventilators.

Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) president Mehbooba
Mufti termed the revelations
a big scam. “The ventilators
bought through the PM
CARES fund are lying de-
funct in Srinagar. Nobody is
answerable to the people,”
she said.

‘Chief Secretary should know Mizo

Mizoram CM says
knowledge of
language is vital

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Mizoram Chief Minister Zo-
ramthanga has asked the
Centre to appoint a Chief Se-
cretary with a working
knowledge of the Mizo lan-
guage as the Mizo people in
general and his Cabinet Mi-
nisters do not know or are
weak in Hindi.

In a letter to Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah on October 29,
the Chief Minister said the
Ministry of Home Affairs ap-

pointed Renu Sharma as the
State’s Chief Secretary when
his Government wanted to
promote Additional Chief Se-
cretary J.C. Ramthanga to
the post.

Ms. Sharma assumed
charge on November 1, suc-
ceeding Lalnunmawia
Chuaungo, who took volun-
tary retirement.

Unprecedented move

“The Mizo people by and
large generally do not under-
stand Hindi. None of my Ca-
binet Ministers understands
Hindi. Some of them even
have a problem with English.
With such a background, a
Chief Secretary without the

Absence at meet due to
scheduling issues: China

Pakistan will also miss NSA meeting

ANANTH KRISHNAN
HONG KONG

China’s Foreign Ministry
said on Tuesday that “sche-
duling reasons” were be-
hind Beijing giving a miss to
the regional security dia-
logue being hosted by New
Delhi on Wednesday.

National Security Advis-
ers (NSAs) of Russia, Iran
and five Central Asian na-
tions are participating in the
meet hosted by NSA Ajit Do-
val. Pakistan said it would
not attend the meeting.

Asked about China’s ab-
sence, Foreign Ministry spo-
kesperson Wang Wenbin
said it was “inconvenient for
China to attend the meeting
due to scheduling reasons”.
“We have already given our
reply to the Indian side,” he
said, without elaborating
further on the meet.

While both top Chinese

diplomat and Politburo
member Yang Jiechi and Fo-
reign Minister Wang Yi are
this week attending an an-
nual four-day meeting of the
ruling Communist Party’s
Central Committee in Beij-
ing, which opened on Mon-
day, the Foreign Ministry
did not say why other top
security officials were not
attending the meeting in
their stead.

The Ministry of External
Affairs said Wednesday’s
“high-level dialogue will re-
view and deliberate upon
measures to address rele-
vant security challenges and
support the people of Af-

ghanistan in promoting
peace, security and
stability”.

Both Pakistan and China
have increasingly been
aligning their strategies on
the Afghanistan issue.

knowledge of a working
standard Mizo language will
never be effective and effi-
cient,” Mr. Zoramthanga
wrote.

He said this was the rea-
son why the Centre had nev-
er appointed a person who
did not know Mizo as the
State’s Chief Secretary ear-
lier.

“Whether it is the UPA
(Congress-led United Pro-
gressive Alliance) Govern-
ment or the NDA (BJP-led Na-
tional Democratic Alliance
Government at the Centre,
this has been a practice since
the creation of Mizoram
State,” the Chief Minister
wrote.

Mr. Chuaungo had suc-
ceeded Arvind Ray, an IAS
officer of the 1984 batch as
the Chief Secretary.

Whether or not Mr. Ray
was familiar with the Mizo
language could not be ascer-
tained.

It was a well-known fact
that a Chief Secretary with-
out the basic knowledge of
the local language was never
posted in other States in the
country, Mr. Zoramthanga
wrote and sought a Mizo in
the post as a favour for his
“loyalty” to the NDA.

He said if his request was
not accepted, the Opposition
Congress would make a
mockery of him.

Demand for portable oxygen
cans on the rise in country

However, doctors say they give a wrong sense of security

BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN
NEW DELHI

After oxygen cylinders, it’s
everyday-use portable oxy-
gen cans that are now wit-
nessing brisk sales across
the country, with escalating
air pollution levels and in-
creased travel and outdoor
activities. It is also being
used by those recovering
from COVID-19.

Sales of these portable ox-
ygen cans, according to in-
dustry experts, have dou-
bled post-Diwali, and going
by the current trend they are
expected to triple in the
coming weeks.

Delhi-NCR alone claims to
bring in 65% of the sales,
while Mumbai, Bengaluru
and Pune also are witnessing
a steady climb in demand for
this product. This when
medical doctors are not rea-
dy to give an all-clear for the
product, stating that it can
actually delay medical inter-
vention and lead to a false
sense of well-being.

Spike post-Deepavali
“Available for under 2,000
and sold as an over-the-
counter product, these por-
table cans have seen an in-
creased demand after Diwa-
li. While sales have doubled
recently, we are expecting
the figure to further climb
going by the trends,” said
Alankar Saxena, co-founder
and CEO, UCS Wellness, a
company that makes porta-
ble cans. He added that the
cans are safe for the older
population, people with res-
piratory problems and fit-
ness enthusiasts, and can be
offered to children and preg-
nant women in consultation
with doctors.

Doctors are afraid that
oxygen cans may delay
medical intervention.

“This is also used as a per-
formance enhancer in most
professional athletics com-
petitions and is manufac-
tured in a USFDA-registered
manufacturing facility. Our
portable oxygen can offers
900-950 inhalations and pe-
ople can use a few pulffs as
required. Users just have to
spray like a deodorant in
front of the face and mouth
and inhale it,” he said.

Industry experts note that
these portable oxygen cans
are also being put to use
while travelling, during out-
door sports and to combat
the ill-effects of COVID-19.

Not useful, say doctors

However, doctors are not
ready to give an all-clear for
the product. “These cans
are not useful and they
should not be recommend-
ed,” said Dr. Mubasheer Ali,
senior Internal Medicine
consultant, Apollo Tele-
Health. “Technically, a pa-
tient in need of oxygen will
require at least 1 litre per mi-
nute. While these portable
oxygen spray cans can have
up to 12 litres of oxygen, they
will last for about 10 minutes
or even less. They shouldn’t

NHRC'’s topic for debate raises a furore

It discussed if human rights blocked fight against ‘evils like terrorism, Naxalism’

DAMINI NATH
NEW DELHI

The topic for the annual de-
bate competition for the
Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPFs), organised by the
National Human Rights Com-
mission (NHRC) on Tuesday,
“are human rights a stum-
bling block in fighting evils
like terrorism and Naxalism”
succeeded in setting off a
dialogue, with many acti-
vists and politicians ques-
tioning the choice of topic it-
self.

The competition which,
according to an official, has
been going for the past 25
years, is co-hosted with one
CAPF every year, but the
topic of discussion is final-
ised by the NHRC.

This year, the debate was
co-hosted by the NHRC and
the Assam Rifles, whose
team won the “best team
rolling trophy” after winning
the final round, a statement

Bone of contention: This year's debate was co-hosted by

NHRC and Assam Rifles. = @INDIA_NHRC/TWITTER

from the NHRC said.

Several Twitter users res-
ponded to the NHRC’s
tweets about the competi-
tion with questions of their
own.

Activist and Communist
Party of India (Marxist-Leni-
nist) Polit Bureau member
Kavita Krishnan said the
NHRC would surely know

that the Justice Upendra en-
quiry commission found As-
sam Rifles personnel gang-
raped and killed Thangjam
Manorama, a Manipuri wo-
man, in 2004. “...For Assam
Rifles to host a Human
Rights event is a cruel joke!”,
she stated.

Responding to Ms. Krish-
nan’s tweet, senior advocate

Indira Jaising said: “What do
you expect from a man who
organises a debate “are hu-
man rights a stumbling block
on fighting evils like terro-
rism and Naxalism”.

Rashtriya Janata Dal MP
Manoj Kumar Jha remarked
“what a shame”, citing the
topic.

The international director
of the Commonwealth Hu-
man Rights Initiative, Sanjoy
Hazarika, told The Hindu: “1
really wish the topic had
been framed in terms of
upholding human rights in
times of conflict and
confrontation.”

During the event, NHRC
chairperson retired judge
A.K. Mishra said the armed
forces had protected the na-
tion while facing stone-pelt-
ing and other attacks, but
they “cannot adopt the same
methods as these terrorists”
in self-defence, the NHRC
statement said.

be seen as a medical inter-
vention.”

Such products give only a
wrong sense of security and
may delay patients from
seeking timely medical at-
tention, Dr. Ali said. These
oxygen spray cans will hard-
ly help in times of acute res-
piratory failure. One re-
quires a continuous, high
flow of oxygen supply with a
proper setting, he said.

“These spray cans may
only be used in areas with
severe air pollution, for cer-
tain sports activities, high-al-
titude climbing and expedi-
tions, mountaineering, sky
expeditions etc. As oxygen
supports combustion, stor-
ing these at homes is also ha-
zardous. Use of oxygen at
home has to be under the su-
pervision of a medical doc-
tor or a trained medical pro-
fessional only,” he added.

Recreational use

Dr. Neetu Jain, senior con-
sultant Pulmonology, PSRI
Hospital, noted that oxygen
cans are not meant for emer-
gency use or for use by pa-
tients suffering from lung ill-
nesses requiring oxygen.
“These are meant for recrea-
tional oxygen use which is
supposed to make you more
alert and active, but there is
no control on the amount of
oxygen coming from cans. In
short, these don’t work.
They cannot cure hypoxia
due to COVID-19 either. Rely-
ing on these oxygen cans for
emergency use can even
lead to loss of life. Oxygen
can just have a placebo ef-
fect and is useful for only
mountaineering. They are
not really habit-forming, but
there are no benefits.”

Security must
trump green
concerns: SC

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday wondered the ex-
tent to which it can inter-
vene on environmental
grounds when the defence
of the nation is at stake.

A Bench led by Justice
DY. Chandrachud was
hearing a plea against the
environmental clearance
given to widen the Char
Dham roads by felling
trees. The court referred to
the recent skirmishes on
the border with China.

The court said it was fac-
ing a serious predicament
when the government is
citing defence needs for
the widening of the feeder
roads. Attorney General
K.K. Venugopal said the
roads need to be widened
for transport of heavy mili-
tary equipment like missile
launchers and even tanks.
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m ACROSS

1 Remain firm with side at stalemate (8)
5 Snapper arrived with rear admiral (6)
9 Essential and used to calculate area under curve (8)

10 Secure a farm building (6)

12 Fellow exiting airplane with little luggage (5)
13 High command gives difficult task (4,5)
14 Cut top of mushroom left inside to plant (6)

Never go off the grid.
13398 We are digital now. Come solve online:
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn
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16 Caught on edge, offspring becomes red (7)
19 Show former lover greeting with 0/1 (7)
21 Frustrate one caught in lightning going past dirty place (6)

23 Inspire eastern national with bravery (9)
25 Raisin ain’t provided to Egyptian peninsula (5)

26 Agency these days with a fleet (6)

27 Obstruct one working horse (8)

28 European horse primarily mentioned in Hamlet, maybe? (6)
29 Drop rate by mistake for one who exploits (8)

H DOWN

1 Woman protecting one lady regularly with broad plate (6)
2 Tough rap artist initially changing signature (9)

3 Excavate one ton — it may be seen on the left (5)
4 Highly excited, fellow dashed with nervous movement (7)
6 King for one, with appeal on last day in command (9)

7 Set measure on furniture (5)

8 0dd sailor to make a mistake with hard worker (8)

11 Endlessly impede alliance (4)

15 Period where childbirth may happen? (6,3)
17 Second insect — it may be dissected by researcher (9)
18 Bishop always on time for coffee, perhaps (8)

20 Returned some gin (4)

21 Lieutenant in absolute protection (7)
22 Cold season where temperature drops for Newton — he’s a

champion (6)

24 Short performance by desert dweller left out — ordinary! (5)
25 Hard item at first taken inside, exchanged for money (5)
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Repertoire of ancient lore

The Purana and Itihasa stories contain the essence of the
dharma sastras ordained for mankind by the Vedas, though
they are likely to reflect diverse viewpoints. There may also
be many unexplained factors regarding events and charac-
ters in these innumerable stories and the connection bet-
ween them may span many births, yugas and even kalpas.

The Devi Bhagavata Purana adopts the technique of dia-
logue sessions between Janamejaya and Vyasa to fill in the
gaps in the narratives that give rise to doubts in many of us,
pointed out Sri K. Srinivasan in a discourse. Janamejaya is
disturbed as he looks back at the life of his immediate ances-
tors. His questions to Vyasa try to probe the mysterious
ways of the Lord’s avatars. If Krishna is the all Supreme
Lord, why did He take avatar in jail? Why did He, who was
the leader of Yadavas, go to Gokula? Why did He choose to
be born in the womb of Devaki? Why was the venerable Va-
sudeva, His father, imprisoned by Kamsa when punishment
in jail is reserved for only those who commit heinous
crimes? He who is in full control of this entire jagat could
have easily released his parents from the jail. Who were
those six babies born before Krishna and killed by Kamsa?

In the Ramayana, Valmiki makes use of Uttara kanda as a
supplement to explain many issues that could not be incor-
porated as part of the story line. Hanuman is introduced in
Kishkinta Kanda and brings about the friendship between
Rama and Sugriva. He plays an important role in the Sunda-
ra and Yuddha kandas. But we come to know of his antece-
dents, his extraordinary prowess, valour, etc, only in Uttara
Kanda. Hari Vamsa, likewise is an appendix to Mahabharata
and in it are explained many aspects of Krishna avatar that
are merely indicated and not clarified straight away.

»
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China exports warship to Pak.,

to be deployed in Indian Ocean

It will ‘'strengthen Pak. Navy’s capabilities to respond to maritime challenges’

ANANTH KRISHNAN
HONG KONG

China on Monday delivered
to Pakistan’s Navy what its
official media described as
the “most advanced” Chi-
nese warship ever exported,
which is to be deployed by
Pakistan in the Indian
Ocean.

The delivery of the Type
054A frigate is the latest ex-
ample of increasingly close
military cooperation, which
many Chinese and Pakistani
analysts see as aimed at bol-
stering Pakistani capabilities
in an effort to balance India
in the region.

Pakistan’s envoy to China,
Moin Ul Haque, told the
Communist Party-run new-
spaper Global Times on

for the Pakistan Navy. =REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE

Tuesday that the commis-
sioning of the frigate “in the
context of the overall securi-
ty paradigm of the region”
would “strengthen Pakistan
Navy’s capabilities to res-
pond to maritime challenges
to ensure seaward defence,

maintain peace, stability and
balance of power in the In-
dian Ocean region”.

The newspaper quoted
the China State Shipbuilding
Corporation (CSSC), which
designed and built the fri-
gate, as saying the warship

Taiwan says China capable
of air, sea blockade of island

‘Beijing beefing up its ability to launch amphibious assaults’

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TAIPEI

China is capable of blockad-
ing Taiwan’s major ports and
airports to cut off key tran-
sport links, the island’s De-
fence Ministry warned on
Tuesday, with Beijing-Taipei
tensions at their highest in
years. Taiwan lives under
the constant threat of inva-
sion by China, which sees
the self-ruled democratic is-
land as part of its territory to
be brought into its fold, by
force if necessary.

Beijing has ramped up
pressure since Tsai Ing-wen
became Taiwan’s President
in 2016, as she views the is-
land as a sovereign nation
and not part of “one China”.

Beijing is strengthening
its air, sea and land strike
capabilities against the is-
land, Taiwan’s Defence Mi-
nistry said in a biennial re-
port released Tuesday.
Those capabilities include
imposing a “blockade agai-
nst our critical harbours, air-
ports and outbound flight
routes, to cut off our air and
sea lines of communica-
tion”, the report added.

The report also warned
that China is capable of strik-
ing all of Taiwan with its mis-
sile arsenal, including ballis-
tic and cruise variants, and
is also beefing up its ability
to launch amphibious as-
saults on the island.

Taiwan’s Defence Minis-

Facebook whistleblower
fears the metaverse

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BRUSSELS
Facebook  whistleblower
Frances Haugen warned on
Tuesday that the “meta-
verse”, the all-encompass-
ing virtual reality world pro-
mised by the social media
giant, will be addictive and
rob people of yet more per-
sonal information while giv-
ing the embattled company
another monopoly online.

In an interview with The
Associated Press, Ms. Hau-
gen said her former em-
ployer rushed to trumpet
the metaverse because of
the intense pressure it is fac-
ing after she revealed deep-
seated problems at the com-
pany and energised legisla-
tive and regulatory efforts
around the world to crack
down on big tech compa-
nies. “If you don’t like the
conversation, you try to
change the conversation,”
the former product-manag-
er said.

Meta, the new name for

the parent company of Face-
book, denied it was trying to
divert from the troubles it
faces by pushing the meta-
verse. “This is not true. We
have been working on this
for a long time internally,”
the company said in a state-
ment. But the new focus on
metaverse creates a whole
new set of dangers, Ms. Hau-
gen said.

“So beyond the fact that
these immersive environ-
ments are extremely addic-
tive and they encourage pe-
ople to unplug from the
reality we actually live,” she
said, “I'm also worried
about it on the level of — the
metaverse will require us to
put many, many more sen-
sors in our homes and our
workplaces,” forcing users
to relinquish more of their
data and their privacy. She
said employees of compa-
nies that use the metaverse
would have little option but
to participate in the system
or leave their jobs.

Impeachment trial of Chile
President heads to Senate

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SANTIAGO

Chile’s Lower House of Con-
gress approved the im-
peachment trial of Presi-
dent Sebastian Pinera on
Tuesday over corruption al-
legations that appeared in
the Pandora Papers leaks.

Hamas sentences

three to death in Gaza
GAZA CITY

The Islamist movement
Hamas which rules the Gaza
Strip said Tuesday it had
sentenced three people to
death, two of them for
collaborating with its enemy
Israel. The Hamas military
court said recent rulings
"included three death
sentences, two of them
against collaborators with the
occupation, and the third
against a drug dealer". arp
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Parliamentarians in the
Chamber of Deputies gath-
ered the 78 votes required to
seek impeachment and ad-
vance proceedings to the Se-
nate for the President’s in-
volvement in the
controversial sale of a min-
ing company.

ter warned last month that
military tensions with China
were at their highest in four
decades, after record incur-
sions by Chinese warplanes
into the island’s air defence
identification zone.

The zone is not the same
as Taiwan’s territorial air-
space but includes a far grea-
ter area that overlaps with
part of China’s own air de-
fence identification zone.

China’s “frequent manip-
ulation of grey zone threats”
such as the warplane incur-
sions, as well as other meth-
ods of warfare, including
cyberattacks, are aimed at
“seizing Taiwan without a
fight”, the Defence Ministry
report said.

was delivered to the Pakistan
Navy in a commissioning ce-
remony in Shanghai.

PNS Tughril

It has been named PNS
Tughril by the Pakistani Na-
vy, and it is “the first hull of
four Type 054 frigates being
constructed for the Pakistan
Navy”, the Pakistan Navy
told the newspaper,

“Being equipped with
state-of-the-art combat man-
agement and an electronic
warfare system along with
modern self-defence capa-
bilities, the Type 054A/P fri-
gate can simultaneously exe-
cute a number of naval
warfare missions in a highly
intense multi-threat environ-
ment,” it added.

Knife-wielding
attacker shot
dead in Oslo

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
OSLO

The Norwegian police said
they shot and killed a knife-
wielding man who threa-
tened several people early
on Tuesday in central Oslo
before attacking a patrol
car that arrived on the
scene.

A policeman was injured
as the officers tried to ar-
rest the attacker in the cap-
ital’s Bislett neighbour-
hood, the police told a
press conference. No de-
tails about the identity of
the attacker or his motive
were disclosed. “We’re not
excluding any motives, but
there is nothing at this
stage that indicates this is a
terror attack,” police In-
spector Egil Jorgen Brekke
told reporters.

Hundreds of migrants trapped

in Belarus-Poland stand-oft

Poland says Belarus is using the people as a weapon

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WARSAW

Hundreds of desperate mi-
grants were trapped in freez-
ing weather on the border
between Belarus and EU and
NATO member Poland on
Tuesday, with Warsaw ac-
cusing Russia and the go-
vernment in Minsk of using
them to threaten European

security.
Western critics have for
months said Belarus’s

strongman leader Alexander
Lukashenko is luring mi-
grants from West Asia to his
country to send them across
the border in retaliation for
EU sanctions.

Belarus denies the claim
and accuses Poland of violat-
ing human rights by refusing
to allow the migrants in.

A man rests with a child at the
Belarus-Poland border. =ap

The tense situation has
raised fears of a confronta-
tion on the border, where
armed troops from both
countries are deployed.

A defiant Mr. Lukashenko
said he did not want an
armed confrontation but al-
so would not back down.
“We are not seeking a fight...
I am not a madman, I under-

stand perfectly well where it
can lead,” he told the state
news agency Belta. “But we
will not kneel.”

Poland’s Prime Minister
Mateusz Morawiecki, mean-
while, accused Russian lead-
er Vladimir Putin of “master-
minding” the unpreceden-
ted wave of migrants trying
to illegally enter Poland
from Belarus in a bid to des-
tabilise the European Union.

The crisis came to a head
on Monday when hundreds
of migrants marched to the
border in a bid to cross but
were blocked by rows of Pol-
ish police, soldiers and bor-
der guards behind barbed
wire. Poland said Belarus
was using the migrants as a
weapon, insisting it would
not open its border.

Bangladesh sentences former
Chief Justice to 11 years in jail

Politically motivated case, says opposition groups, supporters

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
DHAKA

Bangladesh’s former Chief
Justice was sentenced in ab-
sentia to 11 years in jail for
corruption on Tuesday, in a
case that opposition groups
and supporters say is politi-
cally motivated.

Surendra Kumar Sinha,
70, headed the Supreme
Court when it ruled in 2017
that Parliament could not
sack judges, a move hailed
by lawyers as safeguarding
judicial independence.

Sinha left Bangladesh in
late 2017 alleging he had
been forced to step aside fol-
lowing the landmark ruling.
He lives in North America
where he has reportedly

Surendra Kumar Sinha

sought asylum. Campaign-
ers have said his departure
was a massive blow to the
credibility of the country’s
judiciary, and accused the
government of going after
Sinha.

“It was very obvious that
the government was angry

with him and... was deter-
mined to just kill his reputa-
tion,” Asif Nazrul, a law pro-
fessor at Dhaka University
said.

Judge Shaikh Nazmul
Alam of Special Judge’s
Court in Dhaka delivered
Tuesday’s verdict, ordering
Sinha to serve seven years in
jail for laundering money
and four years for breach of
trust, prosecutor Khurshid
Alam Khan said.

“This verdict proved that
nobody in the country is
above law. Wrongdoings will
bring anyone in the trial,” he
said. Sinha was the first Hin-
du chief justice in the offi-
cially secular Muslim-majori-
ty nation of 169 million.

New climate
pledges barely
affect global
warming: UN

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
GLASGOW

A flurry of emissions pledg-
es around the COP26 cli-
mate summit will likely do
little to slow global warm-
ing, the UN said on Tues-
day, calling on nations to
sharply accelerate their
greenhouse gas cuts this
decade.

Nations have presented
a range of new and en-
hanced commitments — in-
cluding a vow by India to
be carbon neutral by 2070
—in recent weeks as the UN
climate summit sets its
sights on limiting tempera-
ture rises to 1.5 degrees
Celsius.

Countries came in to the
negotiations far off target,
with national emissions-
cutting pledges — known as
nationally determined con-
tributions, or NDCs —put
Earth on course to warm a
“catastrophic” 2.7 degrees
Celsius this century.

And a fresh assessment
of their new pledges by the
UN Environment Pro-
gramme (UNEP) found the
outcome was “very simi-
lar”, largely because the
most ambitious emissions
cuts are envisaged after
2030.

The report highlights
the challenges facing cli-
mate negotiations, given
the yawning gap between
the emissions cuts needed
this decade to keep warm-
ing to 1.5 degrees Celsius
and the continuing increas-
es in greenhouse gases
pumped into the
atmosphere.

UN Climate Change said
last week that countries’
renewed NDCs would see
emissions climb 13.7% by
2030 before sharply de-
clining thereafter.

To keep in line with 1.5C,
emissions must instead fall
45% by then.

INDIAN NATIONAL SCIENCE ACADEMY

Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110 002
Website: www.insaindia.res.in
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
INSA MEDAL FOR YOUNG SCIENTISTS - 2022

Since 1974, the Academy has instituted INSA Medal for Young Scientists with the aim
of recognizing young scientists of extraordinary promise and creativity who have made
notable research contributions in Science and Technology. The research carried outin
Indiaindependently by the nominees will be taken into consideration for the award.
Eligibility: Those born on or after January 1, 1982
Last Date: December 15, 2021
For Nomination form and other details, please visit www.insaindia.res.in.
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Conditioners of ITDA.

the link “Bidders Manual Kit *.

IT DEVELOPMENT AGENCY (ITDA)

Information & Science Technology Department, Government of Uttarakhand ~ 0135-2608330

IT Bhawan, Plot No. IT-07, IT Park, Sahastradhara Road, Dehradun
e-Tender

Tender Notice No. 14/ITDA/efile no-90/2021 dated 09/11/2021
Request for Proposal (RFP) for Selection of Managed Service Provider for Annual
Maintenance Contract for Air Conditioner of ITDA
RFP (Request for Proposal) is being issued by ITDA, Department of IT, Uttarakhand, Dehradun for inviting
proposal from firms for Selection of Managed Service Provider for Annual Maintenance Contract for Air

The RFP document can be downloaded from www.uktenders.gov.in from 09/11/2021 (1700 Hrs). The
tender document fee of Rs. 2000/- (Rupees Two Thousand only) through demand draft (non refundable)
favouring “Director, ITDA" payable at Dehradun should be submitted along with the Bid.The parties willing
to participate in the bidding will have to apply thourgh the Electronic Tendering Procedure (e-Tendering) as
per the guidelines issued by Government of Uttarakhand available on the above mentioned web site under

The amendments in RFP in future, if any, would be published in the website www.uktenders.gov.in only No
other notification would be Published separately.
Director ITDA reserves the right to cancel the tender at any point of time, without assigning any reason thereof.

diritda-uk@nic.in

DIRECTOR

NABH Accredited

established

MALABAR CANCER CENTRE

(an autonomous centre under Government of Kerala

Thalassery, Kannur Dist., Kerala - 670 103

Phone :+91 490 2399244/257, 2355881 2
Fax: 91 490 2355880, Email: mcctly@gmail.com, Web: www.mcc.kerala.gov.in

IR XIVMGLOBAL e-TENDER NOTICE
E-Tenders (Tender ID: 2021_MCC_451481_1) are invited from
manufacturers/authorized
www.etenders.kerala.gov.in to supply 3 TESLA MRI SCANNER
AND ACCESSORIES in Malabar Cancer Centre, Thalassery.

For details contact our Purchase Division.

06/11/2021

suppliers through

Sd/- Director

KMMLM

Spreading Splendou

The Kerala Minerals and Metals éﬁl

(A Govt. of Kerala Undertaking) =
(An IS0 9001, 1SO 14001, OHSAS 18001 & SA 8000 Certified Company) E@ ®
SANKARAMANGALAM, CHAVARA-691583, KOLLAM, KERALA,INDIA. -

o

Phone : +91-476-2651215 to 2651217, Fax: +91-0476-2680101, 2686721
E-mail : contact@kmml.com, URL www.kmml.com

Competitive Tenders are invited for following. For more details please visit
the E-Tendering Portal, https://etenders.kerala.gov.in or www.kmml.com

No. Tender ID

Items

- [2021_KMML_450768_1

Global Tender for High Pressure Medical Oxygen
Gas Cylinder filling Compressor System at KMML,
Sankaramangalam, Chavara, Kollam, Kerala, India

Chavara sd/-HOU(T)
09.11.2021 For The Kerala Minerals And Metals Ltd.
No. Tender ID Items

2. 2021_KMML_449959_1 |For the supply of SS Pipe

. 2021_KMML_449860_1

For Fabrication and Supply of Treatment Reactor D213

.12021_KMML_449137_1 |For the supply of CS Pipe

v s (w

. [2021_KMML_451169_1

For the Supply of Sleeve Bearing For Plummer
Block-3 Nos

Chavara
09.11.2021

sd/- DGM (Mtls)
For The Kerala Minerals And Metals Ltd.

Qur Products: Titanium Dioxide, Titanium Tetra Chloride, Nano Titanium, Titanium Sponge, Rutile, Zircon & Sillimanite

=

DELHI JAL BOARD

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT (WSTP), DWARKA SECTOR 16D.

;*— OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SDW) -Vl
PAPPAN KALAN, NEW DELHI- 110078.

Email: eesdw8@gmail.com

Stop Corona : Wear Mask,Follow Physical Distancing and Maintain Hygiene

ey

Press NIT NO. 11 (2021-2022) EE(SDW)VIII

S |Name of work

Estimate cost

E/Money |Tender |Date of

solution

release of|Last date/time of receipt of
Fee tender in e procurement|tender through e-procurement

solution

Commissioning of  Floating
Aerators at various STPs of
DJB including 2 Years DLP &
10 years AMC

1 Supply, Installation, Testing and| 152,84,19,169/- |exempted

1500/-

2021_DJB_210724_1
Dt.08.11.2021

14.12.2021 at 3.00 P.M.

ISSUED BY P.R.O (Water)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 576 (2021-22)

Further details in this regard can be seen at (https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in)

(J.C. Garg)
EE(SDW)VIII
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Here is an opportunity
to hear the minds you follow.

Lend an ear to some of your favourite authors and thinkers

as they prepare to enthrall you with the power of the spoken word.
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(DAY 2: Saturday, November 13 )

10:45 AM

Lessons of the Pandemic.

Dr. Srinath Reddy,

Dr. Gagandeep Kang,
and Prof. Arun Kumar
in conversation with
Kamini Mahadevan.

12:45 PM
Sense Smell Touch:

Collaborating in Theatre Making.

Anuradha Kapur and
Deepan Sivaraman
in conversation.

4:00 PM

In The Wild: Conversations
about Conservation.

Neha Sinha and

Sanjay Gubbi in conversation

with Mahesh Rangarajan.

6:15PM

Mind Matters: An Exploration

of Lifespan Mental Health
in COVID-19 Times.

Dr. Pratima Murthy,

Dr. Shekhar Seshadri,
and Dr. Soumitra Pathare

1:45 AM

1:35PM

5:00 PM

1:30 PM

ae a 24

in conversation with Dr. Ennapadam

S. Krishnamoorthy.

This is My Story.
Sudha Kongara

in conversation
with Chitra Mahesh.

The Song of Draupadi.

Ira Mukhoty in
conversation with
Pankaja Srinivasan.

Reclaiming Gandhi.
Subodh Kerkar

Running Towards Mystery.

The Venerable
Tenzin Priyadarshi in
conversation with N. Ravi.
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MARKET WATCH

09-11-2021 % CHANGE

QOil rises again as lifting of U.S.
travel curbs boosts demand

JPMorgan Chase says global oil demand almost back to pre-pandemic level

Sensex 60,433 0.19

US Dollar 74.02 0.01

Gold 47,124 0.25

Brent oil 83.88 0.79

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Ports 737.35 6.90

Asian Paints 3145.15 7.15

Axis Bank 745.05 -6.00

Bajaj Auto 3794.45  17.15 REUTERS

Bajaj Finserv. 18172.50..-147.25 LONDON

Bajaj Finance 7577.50.....-96.15 il T Wart 4 rrel

Bharti Airtel 71320 4.20 Oil rose towards $8 abarre

BPCL 43050, -1.25 on Tuesday, gaining for a

Britannia Ind 3621.60. . -96.10 third session, as the lifting of

Cipla..... 91415 . 0.45 travel restrictions by the U.S.

Coal India 170.50. 1.20 R

Divis Lab 4951.30. . 54.60 and more signs of a global

Dr Reddys Lab 479235 3.60 post-pandemic recovery lift-

Elchgr Motors. 2724.25 13.00 ed the demand OllﬂOOl(,

Grasim Ind 1863.85 14.90 . . .

HCL Tech 1172.80 . -10.05 while supply remained tight.

HDFC 2941.60....-37.95 On Monday, travellers

HoEC Bank s took off for the United States

Hero MotoCorp . 2714.35  31.45 again, while the passing of

:ingadcql 22211”152 g;g U.S. President Joe Biden’s in-

Ind nilever . -0. B

CIC1 Bank 78655 640 frastructure bill ar_ld better-

Indusind Bank 1068.25.. .. 7.10 than-expected Chinese ex-

Infosys 1742.50.......5.00 ports helped paint a picture

Indian OilCorp 139.70 0.75 f . 1 b 1

T 2875 108 of a recovering globa

JSW Steel 676.65....-9.20 economy.

EgtTak Bank igi;ég i;gg Brent crude rose 31 cents,

: } o

V&M 39915 3265 or 0.4%, to $83.74 gl?arrel by

Maruti Suzuki 7577.55.-107.05 1150 GMT, after gaining 0.8%

Nestle India Ltd. ... 18940.75.. -108.50

NTPC 138.50....-1.80

ONGC 156.65....1.75 .

PowerGrid Corp 186.55....-2.60 RBI l f b

Reliance Ind 2521.70 19.75 1 tS Cur S :

SBI Life 1207.25.. .. 6.60 . :

State Bank 529.15 5.90 D Cl b :

Shree Cement 29229.65.-296.90 On lners u

Sun Pharma 801.35 1.35 . :

card issuance

Products Ltd. 835.65 -0.70

Tata Motors 509.65 8.25

Etsa Steel ;ggg?g ;32 SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Tech Mahindra .. 1559.20... 3.00 MUMBAL

Titan 2512.10.. -24.65 The RBI has lifted curbs im-

UltraTech Cement.....8166.00......-48.05 pOSEd on Diners Club In-

UPL 746.35....3.70 . -

Wipro 658.45 010 ternational, enabling the
firm to onboard new card
customers in India.

EXCHANGE RATES “In view of the satisfac-

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on November 09

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL
US Dollar 73.84....74.16
Euro 85.57.......85.95
British Pound 100.31.... 100.75
Japanese Yen (100) .. 65.38.....65.68
Chinese Yuan 11.55 11.6
Swiss Franc 80.86.......81.22 trictions
Singapore Dollar 54.83....55.07
Canadian Dollar 59.38....59.64
Malaysian Ringitt 17.78 17.88

Source:Indian Bank

IN BRIEF

KKR taps Kamath to

advise its India arm

MUMBAI

Global investment firm KKR
has announced the
appointment of K.V. Kamath
as a senior adviser to KKR
India. Mr. Kamath, the first

President of the New
Development Bank set up by
the BRICS nations, had earlier

served as Chairman of ICICI

Bank and Infosys Ltd.

Good Glamm raises

$150 mn, in unicorn club

NEW DELHI

Beauty and personal care
firm Good Glamm Group on
Tuesday said it had raised
$150 million in its Series D
round co-led by Warburg
Pincus and Prosus Ventures

(Naspers). "With this Series D

funding, the Good Glamm
Group becomes India’s first
direct to consumer beauty

tory compliance demon-
strated by Diners Club In-
ternational Ltd. with the
RBI circular dated April 6,
2018 on Storage of Pay-
ment System Data, the res-
imposed have
been lifted with immediate
effect,” the Reserve Bank of
India said in a circular.

The RBI, had by an or-
der dated April 23, 2021,
imposed restrictions on
Diners Club from on-
boarding new domestic
customers onto its card
network from May 1, 2021.

Shot in the arm: The reopening of U.S. borders for vaccinated
travellers is seen giving a boost to oil demand. =reuters

on Monday.

Jet fuel

“With the reopening of U.S.
borders for vaccinated tra-
vellers, jet fuel demand
ought to receive a healthy

boost,” said Tamas Varga of
oil broker PVM.

“The passage of the $1 tril-
lion U.S. infrastructure bill in
Congress is also expected to
provide additional help.”

The price of Brent has ri-

Domestic air traffic grew
25% in October, says ICRA

Fewer COVID cases, leisure travel cited

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Domestic air passenger traf-
fic grew about 25% with 87-
88 lakh trips in October,
compared with 71 lakh trips
in the preceding month, rat-
ing agency ICRA said.

The rise was in large part
due to the ebb in COVID-19
infections, and impetus for
leisure travel during the fes-
tive season, the agency said.

Domestic airlines togeth-
er conducted 72,000 depar-
tures, registering an in-
crease of 18% in capacity
deployed compared with
September. Last month, av-
erage daily departures were
at 2,400 compared with
2,100 in September. The av-
erage number of passengers
per flight was 122, against an

average of 117. “Though the
recovery continued in Oc-
tober 2021, demand conti-
nues to be subdued from the
corporate traveller segment
as reflected by passenger

traffic being lower by
[about] 28% in October 2021
compared to pre-COVID le-
vels,” said Suprio Banerjee,
VP and sector head, ICRA.
With the easing of curbs,
airlines have reverted to
their pre-COVID schedules.

sen more than 60% this year
and hit $86.70, a three-year
high, on Oct. 25, supported
by supply restraint by the Or-
ganization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries and al-
lies, known as OPEC+, and
recovering demand.

At a meeting last week,
OPEC+ decided to stick to its
existing pace of easing of re-
cord output cuts and rebuff
U.S. pleas to pump more —
helping to keep supply tight
for the near term in the view
of some analysts.

JPMorgan Chase said glo-
bal demand for oil in Novem-
ber was already almost back
to pre-pandemic levels of
100 million barrels per day,
following 2020’s collapse.

Manali Petro
Q2 net jumps
to X120 crore

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Manali Petrochemicals Ltd.
(MPL), part of AM Interna-
tional, Singapore, has post-
ed a more than sixfold in-
crease in standalone net
profit for the second quar-
ter ended September to
%120 crore from 18 crore.

Revenue from opera-
tions more than doubled to
%404 crore from 195 crore
in the same period last
year, the company said in a
regulatory filing.

“We expect to maintain
a similar performance in
the coming period, subject
to imports into India,
which have remained sub-
dued for more than a year
due to global market condi-
tions,” said managing di-
rector Ravi.

-M&M net jumps eightfold

Q2 profit at 1432 crore as cost cuts help shore up margins

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd.
(M&M) reported an eightfold
jump in standalone second-
quarter net profit after ex-
ceptional items at 1,432
crore, aided by volume
growth and cost cuts.

Profit was boosted by a
sharply lower impairment
charge on long-term invest-
ments of 3255 crore, against
%1,149.46 crore in the year-
earlier period. Revenue rose
15% to 13,305 crore.

Demand outstripped sup-
ply last quarter and the auto
business continued to see a
strong booking pipeline, top
company executives said.

The introduction of the
XUV 700 saw ‘overwhelm-
ing’ response, the SUV and
tractor maker said, adding
that more than 70,000 book-

ings had been made to date.
In the Farm Equipment
sector M&M’s market share
for tractors increased 1.9
percentage points to 40.1%.
The firm said volumes of
electric three-wheelers in-
creased more than fourfold.
The company added that
it would invest 13,500 crore
over three years to develop
new products and invest in
subsidiaries. This includes

MREF net dives 55% on

rising raw material costs

Tyremaker declares dividend of X3

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

MRF Ltd’s standalone net
profit for the second quarter
ended September contract-
ed 54.6% to X183 crore pre-
dominantly on account of
rising raw material costs.

The tyre manufacturer
had reported standalone
net profit from continuing
operations of 3403 crore a
year earlier, it said in a regu-
latory filing.

Revenue from operations
grew to 34,832 crore from
%4,186 crore a year earlier.
Cost of material consumed
grew to 33,805 crore from
32,249 crore.

Total expenses climbed
27% to %4,672 crore.

For the six-month period
ended September 30, reve-

nue from operations in-
creased 38,959 crore from
36,617 crore, cost of mate-
rials more than doubled to
7,021 crore. Net profit con-
tracted to 3345 crore from
3420 crore.

The board declared an in-
terim dividend of I3 per
equity share for the current
fiscal year.

Snarled supply chains force manufacturing exodus from Asia

Fashion and shoe retailers relocating production to Balkans, Latin America to sites closer to their stores in U.S., Europe

REUTERS

Major clothing and shoe
companies are moving pro-
duction to countries closer
to their U.S. and European
stores, smarting from a re-
surgence in cases of the Del-
ta variant of the novel coro-
navirus in Vietnam and
China that slowed or shut
down production for several
weeks earlier this year.

The disclosures come
amid a massive shipping log-
jam that is driving up costs
and forcing companies to
rethink their globe-spanning
supply chains and low-cost
manufacturing hubs in Asia..

The latest example is
Spanish fashion retailer Man-

production in countries such
as Turkey, Morocco and Por-
tugal. In 2019, the company
largely sourced its products
from China and Vietnam.
Mango told Reuters that it
would “considerably” ex-
pand the number of units
manufactured locally in Eu-
rope in 2022.

Brazil, Mexico gain

Similarly, U.S. shoe retailer
Steve Madden on Wednes-
day said it had pulled back
production in Vietnam and
had shifted 50% of its foot-
wear production to Brazil
and Mexico from China,
while rubber clogs maker
Crocs said last month it was
moving production to coun-

= TN

Booting in: Bosnia's exports of textiles, leather and footwear
surged to $436.65 million in the first half of 2021. =reuTers

nia, the Czech Republic, Mo-
rocco and Turkey were some
of the countries drawing new
interest from clothing and
shoe producers, though Chi-
na continues to produce a

“We are seeing a lot of
growth in freight and truck-
ing activity in the former So-
viet Republics... a big rise in
Hungary and Romania,” said
Barry Conlon, chief execu-

are expected to reach $20
billion this year, an all-time
high, driven by a spike in or-
ders from the European Un-
ion, Turkey’s Union of Cham-
bers Clothing and Garment
Council data showed. In
2020, exports hit $17 billion.

Business boom in Bosnia
In Bosnia & Herzegovina, ex-
ports of textiles, leather and
footwear amounted to
739.56  million  marka
($436.65 million) in the first
half of 2021, which was high-
er than for all of 2020.
“Many companies from
the European Union, which
is our most important trad-
ing partner, are looking for
new suppliers and new sup-

sociation of textile, clothing,
leather and footwear in Bos-
nia & Herzegovina.

In Guatemala, where
Nordstrom significantly shift-
ed its private-label volume
production in 2020, clothing
exports were a touch over $1
billion as of the end of Au-
gust, up 34.2% from 2020
and even 8.8% higher than in
2019.

To be sure, many compa-
nies are also still heavily re-
liant on Vietnam, where re-
cent production stoppages
have caused significant dis-
ruptions. Vietnam’s govern-
ment said in October that it
will fall short of its garment
exports target this year, by
$5 billion in a worst-case sce-

and personal care company
to reach Unicorn status,” the
company said in a statement.

go, which told Reuters on
Friday it has “accelerated”
its process of increasing local

tries
and Bosnia.

including Indonesia

Bulgaria, Ukraine, Roma-

large share of the apparel for
U.S. and European clothing
chains.

tive of Overhaul, a supply
chain risk management firm.
In Turkey, apparel exports

ply chains in the Balkan mar-
ket,” said Professor Muris
Pozderac, secretary of the as-

nario, due to the impacts of
coronavirus restrictions and
a shortage of workers.

26,000 crore for the tradi-
tional auto business and
23,000 crore in the electric
vehicles (EV) unit. While
%3,000 crore would be in-
vested in the farm equip-
ment sector, 31,500 crore
would go to the subsidiaries.
The company said it
would introduce 13 new
SUVs including 8 EVs by
2027 and that they were un-
der various stages of deve-
lopment. “We have seen sig-
nificant all around
improvement in our perfor-
mance this quarter,” MD and
CEO Anish Shah said.
“Commodity prices have
impacted our margins in
both the auto and farm busi-
ness, but our focus on cost
management and optimisa-
tion has helped mitigate
some of the impact,” said
group CFO Manoj Bhat.

Contractors to
get 75% funds
under new rule

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

To address liquidity issues
facing the construction
sector, the government has
framed rules that will allow
for the release of 75% of the
amount to contractors
against a bank guarantee in
cases where a department
has challenged an arbitral
award.

The Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs
(CCEA) had in November
2019 permitted govern-
ment departments to pay
contractors 75% amount
awarded to a contractor by
a dispute settling arbitra-
tion panel.

This was to be done in
cases where the arbitration
award has been
challenged.

FM to nudge
PSB heads to
lend more

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman is scheduled to
meet heads of public sec-
tor banks (PSBs) next week
to review the performance
of the lenders and the pro-
gress made by them to sup-
port the economy battered
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Banks would be urged to
sanction loans for produc-
tive sectors to accelerate
revival of the economy,
sources said.

According to sources,
the two-day meeting would
commence on November
17 and undertake a review
of various segments, pro-
gress in  government
schemes including Aatma-
nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.

Split teams, captaincy and coaches too — give Dhoni a bigger role

A
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BETWEEN WICKETS

SURESH MENON

It is time India began to take T20 cricket
seriously. That might be a strange thing to
say about a country that won the inaugu-
ral World Cup in 2007 and changed the
face of the sport the following year with
the IPL which remains the top tourna-
ment in the T20 world.

But things change quickly in T20, and I
don’t mean just in the course of a match
or an innings. What was important yester-
day — Test match experience, for instance
— often turns out to be a handicap. What
works for one team need not work for
another.

Since it is a new format, less than two
decades old, almost every match, every
change, every nuance is recorded. Pat-
terns can be discerned. Changes can so-
metimes be anticipated.

There are things happening in T20

CcM
K

tournaments around the world that need
to be understood or at least acknow-
ledged.

It doesn’t matter if Indian cricketers are
not allowed to play in these, but we need a
team that analyses threads and checks
how these changes apply to India. It is a
full-time job, and needs a full-time team of
analysts who focus on nothing else.

Crucial difference

What we need in the backroom are not
cricket people who understand statistics,
but statisticians who know cricket. The
difference is not subtle, and it may be cru-
cial.

One of the features of the T20 format is
that it can turn the basics of the longer
game on its head — in fact it is expected to.
You don’t get your eye in as a batsman,
you don’t mix caution with aggression,
you don’t rely on singles to upset a bow-
ler’s rhythm, a dot-ball is more precious
than a perfect delivery which is edged for
four; some are cliches in the longer game.

A bowler has 24 deliveries to make his
mark, a batsman sometimes even fewer.
Contrarily, wickets don’t matter for a bat-
sman, nor do boundaries matter for a
bowler.

»

M.S. Dhoni. =arp

By all accounts, the nation seems to
have heaved a sigh of relief that a player
and personality of Rahul Dravid’s stature
has been persuaded to take over as na-
tional coach. He has known many of the
players from their Under-19 days, and un-
derstands the game better than most.
Coaching the national team will come
with its challenges though — the same

players who looked up to him as teenagers
would have developed egos large enough
to fill a room! It is a lesson Anil Kumble
learnt to his cost when he had to quit be-
cause the captain was unhappy with him.

Distinct sport

In a previous column, I made the point
that India should look at T20 as a distinct
form of sport and choose a captain for
whom it existed even as he was growing
up. India have been conservative in their
approach to the format, and need to think
out of the box. Having a young captain like
Rishabh might be one way to go.

Another — and this is important too —
would be to split not just the teams and
captaincy but the coaches as well. And
that’s where Mahendra Singh Dhoni
would come in. Perhaps India could go
one step further and appoint him not just
the T20 coach, but the sole selector as
well in the format.

He has the experience, is one of the
greats of the format and would work best
given a free hand. It is a big task, taking
sole responsibility, as football coaches
around the world have discovered.

But at least the lines of communication
are clear.

I am not sure quite what Dhoni was do-
ing at the recent World T20 in the UAE; in-
ternational players don’t need ‘mentors’
to look after them. They need decision-
makers, and Dhoni has been one of the
best in the business.

This will leave Dravid free to focus on
Test cricket and One-Day Internationals;
he was a master of both, with over 10,000
runs in each format. T20 is becoming in-
creasingly specialised, and calls for a spe-
cialist coach and selector, and Dhoni fits
the bill well.

Not the time for ‘if onlys’

Making excuses for the Indian defeat in
the UAE will only perpetuate the mistakes
the team made. We cannot wallow in a se-
ries of “if onlys”. If only India had won the
toss in the matches they lost. If only they
hadn’t run into Shaheen Afridi so early in
the tournament. If only they had been bol-
der in their selection. If only, if only...

It is time to forget the tournament as a
bad dream, and start afresh, with a new
captain, a new coach and a team of T20
players who relish playing the format. It
seems ironic that the IPL is ideal prepara-
tion for all teams (not Pakistan, of course)

except India!

Mitrabha
Guha is India’s
72nd GM

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

Mitrabha Guha has scored
his final norm to become
the 72nd Grandmaster of
the country. He defeated
GM Nikola Sedlak of Serbia
in the ninth round of the
GM Third Saturday Mix 220
event at Novi Sad, Serbia,
on Monday to secure his fi-
nal GM norm.

Guha, who had crossed
2500 in live ratings when
he beat FM Aradhya Garg
in the second round, be-
came the ninth GM from
West Bengal.

Guha, who has been
without a coach for three
years, got his first GM
norm at the Sant Marti
Open in Spain in 2018 and
his second GM norm at the
Sheikh Russel Internation-
al GM tournament in Ban-
gladesh last month.
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Chance for Kiwis to give it back to England -

How the spinners from both sides fare could be defining; Bairstow likely to open with Buttler

ICC T20 WC

AMOL KARHADKAR
ABU DHABI

The ICC men’s T20 World
Cup is in its climactic phase.
The quintessential cricket
fans cannot ask for a better
face-off than the one between
England and New Zealand in
the first semifinal at the
Zayed Cricket Stadium here
on Wednesday.

Over the last five years, this
has emerged as one of the
fiercest rivalries in ICC Cham-
pionships. Be it World T20 in
2016 or the ODI World Cup in
2019, Eoin Morgan’s maraud-
ers and Kane Williamson’s
warriors have faced each oth-
er in the Worlds’ knockouts.

With England toppling
New Zealand in both those
ties, the latter would be gun-
ning to avenge the defeats
and keep alive its hunt for an
elusive World title in white
ball cricket despite being one
of the most consistent sides in
World tournaments over the
last decade.

Consistent unit

Williamson would certainly
be optimistic about overcom-
ing England this time around,
thanks to the clinical perfor-
mance so far. Other than the
loss to Pakistan in the Super
12 stage, New Zealand has
hardly put a foot wrong. With
its dynamic and skilful bow-

QUICK SINGLES
=
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Yorkshire apologises to
Rafiq in racism issue

LEEDS

Cricketer Azeem Rafiq was
praised for his bravery in
reporting racism and bullying
at Yorkshire by the new
chairman of the club on
Monday. “We're sorry for what
you and your family have
experienced and the way in
which we've handled this. |
thank Azeem for his bravery in
speaking out. Let me be clear
that racism or discrimination
in any form is not banter,”
new Yorkshire chairman
Kamlesh Patel said. ap

Asif Ali, Delany win
ICC's October awards
DUBAI

Pakistan batter Asif Ali and
Ireland all-rounder Laura
Delany were on Tuesday
named the ICC male and
female players of the month
for October. Asif Ali beat
Bangladesh's Shakib Al Hasan
and Namibia's David Wiese,
while Delany prevailed over
teammate Gaby Lewis and
Zimbabwe's Mary-Anne
Musonda. e

Sarnobat takes silver

SHOOTING

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Rahi Sarnobat shot the sil-
ver in women’s 25-metre
sports pistol in the Presi-
dent’s Cup shooting cham-
pionship in  Wroclaw,
Poland.

Doreen Vennekamp of
Germany shot brilliantly in
the first few rounds of the fi-
nal to take the lead and sus-
tained it to push Sarnobat to
the silver 33 points to 31.

Manu Bhaker also made
the final, but placed sixth.
Bhaker made the mixed ra-
pid fire pistol gold medal
match partnering Ozgur
Varlik of Turkey. The duo
beat Xiao Jianuixuan of Chi-
na and Peeter Olesk of Esto-
nia 9-7 in the final.

Chinki Yadav and Marko
Carrillo of Peru placed
eighth in the second stage of
qualification.

Anjum Moudgil shot 584
in the second stage and
failed to qualify for the final
by one point in the women's
rifle 3-position event. She
had shot 587 in the first
stage in the 10-shooter field.

In the mixed team com-
petition of the 3-position
event, Moudgil and Petar

CcM
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High-intensity duel
Sparks could fly when England, looking to enter its third final at the ICC T20 World Cup,
takes on New Zealand which has not gone past the last-four stage

2010
SEMIFINALS
bt Sri Lanka by
seven wickets

2016
SEMIFINALS

bt New Zealand '/
by seven wickets )

FINAL
lost to West

Indies by four
wickets

FINAL

We know how #
consistent
they have been
over the last few
World Cups, not only
the recent ones. New
Zealand have always
been extremely
competitive in and
around semifinals
and finals... so we are
looking forward to

the challenge
EOIN MORGAN
England skipper

ling attack and a rejigged bat-
ting order — with Daryl Mitch-
ell and Devon Conway
playing their new roles to per-
fection — New Zealand has

3 England

bt Australia by
seven wickets

H2HIN T20
WORLD CUP

Played

New Zealand

2007
SEMIFINALS

lost to Pakistan by
six wickets

2016

SEMIFINALS
lost to England by
seven wickets

(‘ We've
played each

. other anumber

. of times. The

evolution of the

," England team,

~ particularly

PSe . the white ball

been a consistent unit.
England would be hoping
to repeat its feats in 2016 and
2019 despite the absence of
two key stars who had shone

- side, has been
significant over a

- number of years.

' And they have a
lot of experienced
' T20 players on

\ their side

KANE WILLIAMSON
New Zealand captain

in those memorable
encounters.

If it was Ben Stokes’ assault
that helped England clinch

the World Cup title in 2019,

The bubble will burst: Shastri

‘They have shown the drive to hang in there, no complaints’

AMOL KARHADKAR
ABU DHABI

Minutes after finishing his
last assignment of a long
streak as the India head
coach, Ravi Shastri issued an
indirect caution to the In-
dian cricket administrators
with regard to managing In-
dia’s hectic workload.

“When you’re six months
in a bubble... lot of players in
this team play all three for-
mats of the game. In the last
24 months, they have been
home for 25 days. I don’t
care who you are, if your
name is (Don) Bradman, if
you are in a bubble as well,
your average will come down
because you are human,”
Shastri said in Dubai on Mon-
day night after India finished
third in its group of the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup.

Got to be careful

“This is not something
where you just put petrol on
the back side and expect the
guy to move on in overdrive.
It doesn’t happen that way.
That’s why I say in life it’s not
what you accomplish, it’s
what you overcome; that’s
what this team has done.
They have shown the drive
to hang in there, no com-
plaints. But sooner or later,

Yy
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Rahi Sarnobat.
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Gorsa of Croatia placed
ninth in the first stage with a
combined score of 878.

The results: Women's 25m
sports pistol: 1. Doreen Venne-
kamp (Ger) 33 (588); 2. Rahi
Sarnobat 31 (583); 3. Mathilde
Lamolle (Fra) 27 (582); 6. Ma-
nu Bhaker 17 (583); 9. Chinki
Yadav 578.

Mixed rapid fire pistol: 1. Oz-
gur Varlik (Tur) & Manu Bhaker
9 (366) 557; 2. Xiao Jianuixuan
(Chn) & Peeter Olesk (Est) 7
(370) 560; 3. Doreen Venne-
kamp (Ger) & Clement Bessa-
guet (Fra) 10 (364) 569; 4. Kim
Minjung (Kor) & Olier Geis
(Ger) 4 (356), 549; 8. Chinki
Yadav & Marko Carrillo (Per)

337 (547).
»
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the bubble will burst, so you
have got to be careful.”

With the suspended In-
dian Premier League to be
squeezed between the En-
gland tour and the World
Cup, the Indian team hardly
trained together for a week
for the World Cup. Asked
whether it is impractical to
prioritise World tourna-
ments ahead of IPL from an
administrator’s perspective,
Shastri played safe.

“That’s not my job, first of
all. That is something the ad-
ministrators, not just from
India, it is the others around
the globe who will also be
looking at it before big tour-
naments to ensure that there
is a little bit of gap so that the
guys are made fresh and rea-
dy to play,” Shastri said.

Well done! Shastri can leave a contented man. =FriLe PHOTO

The former India captain,
who reiterated India has
emerged as “the best team
ever” in Indian cricket histo-
ry during his tenure, had no
doubts that a player can now
raise his hand up, seek rest
and come back afresh to
claim his spot in the team.

Freedom of expression
“The communication has
been free. We have managed
players, especially with the
training methods and eve-
rything. One thing, we were
never short on communica-
tion,” he said. “Everyone was
free to speak. No one was
treated as a junior. There
were no seniors and juniors
on this side. Everyone had
the freedom to express him-
self.”
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TODAY'S MATCH

England New Zealand

ABU DHABI, 7.30 P.M. IST

Played: 21

England ‘ New Zealand ‘ NR
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Jason Roy’s blitzkrieg had
helped the team waltz into
the WT20 final in 2016.

With Stokes unavailable
for the tournament and Roy
ruled out with injury, En-
gland will be forced to tweak
the combination.

It has a readymade re-
placement in Jonny Bairstow
to partner an in-form Jos But-
tler but a forced change could
be a cause for concern.

Seasoned pace duo

New Zealand, meanwhile,
will be banking on its sea-
soned pace duo of Trent
Boult and Tim Southee to
counter Buttler & Co. The
long boundaries in Abu Dhabi
will mean that the spinners
will be the game-changers.
How Adil Rashid and Moeen
Ali fare in comparison with
Ish Sodhi and Mitchell Santn-
er may prove defining.

to@

What went wrong for India?

AMOL KARHADKAR
ABU DHABI

For the first time since the
World T20 in 2012, India
failed to make the cut for the
knockouts in an ICC Cham-
pionship. While the manage-
ment has been quick to cite
the toss, dew and bubble fa-
tigue as the reasons, a look
at some factors that contri-
buted to the early exit.
Selection: The original
squad of 15 lacked balance as
it had five spinners and
three pacers. A last-ditch ef-
fort was made to rectify it by
bringing Shardul Thakur in
place of Axar Patel.

The team management
made things worse by not
playing R. Ashwin for the im-
portant games against Pakis-
tan and New Zealand. What
made the decision even
more bizarre was that most
teams preferred to play
three spinners given the
conditions in the UAE.

With neither Varun Chak-
ravarthy nor Ravindra Jadeja
able to pick up wickets in the
middle overs, India’s bow-
ling lacked bite in the first
two matches.

Though Ashwin was in-
cluded for the final three
contests and formed a po-
tent spin combination with
Ravindra Jadeja, it was too
late.

Persisting with Hardik
Pandya who, according to
chief selector Chetan Shar-
ma, was to bowl “in every
match” wasn’t a good ploy

——

Time to contemplate: Kohli was left to ponder over yet

another failed campaign at an ICC tournament. =GeTTY IMAGES

either.

Batting order: Given the
tendency of India’s top three
— Rohit Sharma, K.L. Rahul
and Virat Kohli - to get their
eye in before going after the
bowling, it was always going
to be risky.

A left-hander was missed
at the top of the order
though Ishan Kishan got a
chance to open against the
Kiwis.

With the next T20 World
Cup less than a year away,
the new think-tank will have
to ponder over the ideal bat-
ting order.

Bubble fatigue: Once India
lost the first two games and
was virtually out of the sem-

Rohit takes over the T20 reins

Kohli rested for series; IPL stars Ruturaj, Venkatesh included

Rohit. =GeTTY IMAGES

SPORTS REPORTER
CHENNAI

Rohit Sharma will lead India
in the three-match T20I se-
ries against New Zealand
which begins at Jaipur on
November 17. K.L. Rahul will

be his deputy.

Ruturaj Gaikwad and Ven-

katesh Iyer, who performed
exceptionally well in IPL
2021, were included in the
squad. Yuzvendra Chahal,
who was dropped for the
T20 World Cup, returned to
the side while R. Ashwin re-
tained his spot.

The senior selection com-
mittee, headed by Chetan

N
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Ruturaj. =sportzpics/ipL

Sharma, picked a 16-mem-
ber squad for the series. Vi-
rat Kohli who relinquished
his captaincy from the shor-
test format, has been rested.
The committee also
picked an India-A squad, led
by Priyank Panchal, that will
travel to South Africa from
November 23 to play in three
four-day matches in
Bloemfontein.
The squads and schedule:
For T20Is against NZ: Rohit
Sharma (Capt.), K.L. Rahul
(Vice-capt.), Ruturaj Gaikwad,
Shreyas lyer, Suryakumar Ya-
dav, Rishabh Pant (wk), Ishan
Kishan (wk), Venkatesh lyer,

N
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Proud moment: The President of India Ram Nath Kovind presented the Padma Shri to Mouma Das (table tennis), K.Y. Venkatesh (para-games), P. Anitha (basketball),

Venkatesh. =sportzpics/ipL

Yuzvendra Chahal, R. Ashwin,
Axar Patel, Avesh Khan, Bhuv-
neshwar Kumar, Deepak Cha-
har, Harshal Patel and Mo-
hammed Siraj.

The dates: Nov. 17 (Jaipur);
Nov. 19 (Ranchi); Nov. 21
(Kolkata).

India-A (for South Africa tour):
Priyank Panchal (Capt.), Prithvi
Shaw, Abhimanyu Easwaran,
Devdutt Padikkal, Sarfaraz
Khan, B. Aparajith, Upendra Ya-
dav (wk), K. Gowtham, Rahul
Chahar, Saurabh Kumar, Nav-
deep Saini, Umran Malik, Ishan
Porel and Arzan Nagwaswalla.

The dates (four-day games):
Nov. 23-26; Nov. 29-Dec. 2;
Dec. 6-9 (all at Bloemfontein).

'1

Leela Nambiar (on behalf of late athletics coach O.M. Nambiar), Sudha Singh (athletics), and Virender Singh (wrestling) in New Delhi on Monday. =twitter

ifinal race, bubble fatigue,
the toss and dew factor were
cited as the reasons by the
team during the limited inte-
ractions with the media.

It was conveniently for-
gotten that just before the
tournament, the players
were touting IPL’s second
half as an ideal preparation
for the World Cup as it was
being played at the same
venues.

With Indian cricket’s eco-
system — starting with the
BCCI — putting the cash-rich
IPL ahead of international
commitments, an Indian
player seeking rest from the
IPL is highly unlikely.

Sanjay Bangar
named RCB
head coach

Bangar. =FiLE PHOTO

SPORTS REPORTER
BENGALURU

Former India all-rounder
Sanjay Bangar has been
named the head coach of
Royal Challengers Banga-
lore (RCB) for the upcom-
ing season, RCB an-
nounced on Tuesday.

Bangar will take over
from Mike Hesson, who
had donned the role for the
second leg of IPL 2021. Hes-
son will remain with the
team in his existing role as
Director of Cricket
Operations.

Bangar had joined RCB
as batting consultant for
IPL 2021. He has served as
the batting coach for the
Indian team, and has
coaching experience in the
IPL as well.

Varun and
Ganapathy
clinch gold

K. KEERTHIVASAN
CHENNAI

The Indian pair of Varun
Thakkar and K.C. Gana-
pathy won the gold medal
in the Asian 49er sailing
championships at Al Mus-
sannah Sports City, Oman,
on Tuesday. Though the
two finished 10th overall,
they were the only Asians
in the top 10. This is Varun
and Ganapathy’s third me-
dal at the Asians after the
first place in 2018 and run-
ner-up spot in 2019.

Varun and Ganapathy
thanked their personal
coach Bunny Warren for
the triumph. “The compe-
tition was one of the tough-
est we’ve faced so far. We
pulled as a unit along with
coach Warren. We’ve esta-
blished a good rapport
[with the coach],” said
Varun.

Ganapathy said the
Asians were good prepara-
tion for the World Cham-
pionships at the same ve-
nue from Nov. 16 to 21. “We
have a long way to go, but
we are slowly getting
there,” said Ganapathy.
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Delhi loses, out of knockouts

Hyderabad defeats Uttar Pradesh, qualifies directly for the quarterfinals

MUSHTAQ ALI

SPORTS BUREAU

elhi was knocked out of

the Syed Mushtaq Ali
Trophy after suffering a 13-
run defeat to Saurashtra in
Rohtak on Tuesday.

Delhi needed a win to
claim the second spot in
Group E for a spot in the pre-
liminary quarterfinals, but
its batters failed to accelerate
and fell short, chasing a vic-
tory target of 167. The team
has lost to Hyderabad on
Monday.

The team was in the hunt
even with 3.4 overs left when
Lalit Yadav (28, 12b, 3x4,
2x6) was dismissed by Jay-
dev Unadkat and Delhi was
restricted to 153/5.

Earlier, openers Dhruv
Shorey (33, 34b, 2x4) and
Anuj Rawat (31, 28b, 5x4,
1x6) gave a solid start, but it
went in vain.

Late thrust
Saurashtra’s innings was she-
pherded largely by middle-
order batter Sheldon Jack-
son (79 n.o., 47b, 11x4, 2x6).
Chirag Jani added 42 (29b,
5x4, 1x6) to provide a late
thrust.

In Sultanpur, Hyderabad

Guiding force: Sheldon Jackson's unbeaten 79 took Saurashtra to a winning score.
=FILE PHOTO

defeated Uttar Pradesh for
its fifth win in as many
games. Tanmay Agarwal
scored his second half-cen-
tury in two days (62, 46b,
7x4, 1x6) and Buddhi Rahul
scored an unbeaten 38 as
Hyderabad posted 147/7 in its
20 overs. ¢

UP, in reply, was bundled

Ankita-Rosalie duo loses

INDIANS ABROAD

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Irina Khormacheva and Lidzi-
ya Marozava beat Ankita Rai-
na and Rosalie van der Hoek
of the Netherlands 7-6(3), 7-6
(2) in the doubles pre-quarter-
finals of the €189,708 WTA

tennis tournament in Linz.
Other results:

$52,080 Challenger, Knoxville,
US: Singles (first round): Praj-
nesh Gunneswaran bt Mikael
Torpegaard (Den) 6-2, 7-6(2).
$15,000 ITF women, Monastir,
Tunisia: Singles (first round):
Chisa Hosonuma (Jpn) bt Jennif-
er Luikham 5-7, 6-4, 6-3.

Karan oft to a flier

ITF TENNIS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
INDORE

National junior champion Ka-
ran Singh got off to a flying
start as he beat the two-time
National champion Niki Poo-
nacha 7-5, 6-1 in the first
round of the $15,000 ITF
men’s tennis tournament
here on Tuesday.

Karan broke Niki’s serve in
the second game to go 3-0 up,
but it was a tussle in the first
set as Niki broke back in the
fifth game and saved a set
point in the 10th to hold
serve. However, he dropped
the set with two double faults
in the 12th game.

Niki served 11 double faults
in the match and thus could
not capitalise on the advan-
tage of twice breaking the
serve of Karan, who is fast
emerging as the face of the
National Tennis Centre (NTC)
with his bright game.

In another match, top seed
Sidharth Rawat squeezed his
way past National champion-
ship finalist, Digvijay Pratap
Singh 5-7, 6-4, 6-4.

The results:
First round: Sidharth Rawat bt

Digvijay Pratap Singh 5-7, 6-4,
6-4; Dev Javia bt Kaza Vinayak
Sharma 6-3, 6-3; Abhinav San-
jeev Shanmugam bt Raghav Jai-
singhani 6-2, 6-2; Karan Singh
bt Niki Poonacha 7-5, 6-1.

Qualifying (third and final
round): Madhwin Kamath bt Ro-
han Mehra 6-2, 6-3; Faisal Qa-
mar bt Lakshit Sood 6-2, 7-5;
Ajay Malik bt Lohithaksha Bath-
rinath 6-4, 4-6, [12-10]; Vishnu
Vardhan bt Fardeen Qamar 6-2,
6-4; Bharath Kumaran bt V.M.
Ranjeet 6-3, 3-6, [12-10]; Ish-
aque Egbal bt Lakshya Gupta
3-6, 6-4, [10-8].Doubles (pre-
quarterfinals): Niki Poonacha &
Vishnu Vardhan bt Ankit Chopra
& Aaditya Tewari 6-4, 6-4; Ajay
Malik & Karan Singh bt Rishi
Reddy & Abhinav Sanjeev Shan-
mugam 7-6(4), 6-3; Alexis Can-
ter (GBr) & Dev Javia bt Chandril
Sood & Lakshit Sood 6-3, 3-6,
[10-4].

Ishaque Egbal & Faisal Qamar
bt Dusty Boyer (US) & Karunu-
day Singh 6-2, 4-6, [10-6]; Pa-
ras Dahiya & Parikshit Somani bt
Rishab Agarwal & S.D. Prajwal
Dev 6-3, 6-4.

Manish Sureshkumar & V.M.
Ranjeet bt Jatin Dahiya & Dal-
winder Singh 7-5, 6-0; Anirudh
Chandrasekar & Nitin Kumar Sin-
ha bt Kunal Anand & Shahbaaz
Khan 6-4, 6-3.

Arundhati moves
Delhi High Court

World youth champion seeks spot in

Indian side

BOXING

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

World youth champion boxer
Arundhati Choudhary on
Tuesday moved the Delhi
High Court seeking a spot in
the World women’s boxing
championships-bound Indian
side.

The case is listed to be
heard on Wednesday morn-
ing, Arundhati’s lawyer San-
deep Lamba said.

“We have said, like other 11
National champions, Arund-
hati should also get selected
for the World championships
(in Istanbul in December),”
said Lamba.

Arundhati, a three-time
Khelo India champion who
won the World youth title in
69kg in Kielce, Poland, earlier
this year, bagged her maiden
National title in 70kg at Hisar

CcM
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following a revamp in weight
divisions.

The BFI decided to select
the National champions for
the Istanbul event.

However, it made an excep-
tion to pick Tokyo Olympics
bronze medallist Lovlina Bor-
gohain directly in 70kg for the
World championships.

Arundhati claimed that she
got an assurance from the BFI
top brass for a trial in her
weight class after the National
championships.

On November 4, the boxer
from Kota, Rajasthan, wrote a
letter to Boxing Federation of
India (BFI) president Ajay
Singh, requesting him to con-
duct a trial in 70kg. In her let-
ter, Arundhati said she did not
seek any favours and just
wanted “fair play.”

Arundhati moved the court
as she ‘did not receive any res-
ponse’ from the BFI.

»

out for 118 in 19.3 overs, left-
arm medium pacer Chama
Milind claiming a career-best
5/8in 3.2 overs.

Hyderabad made it direct-
ly for the quarterfinals, while
Saurashtra will feature in the
preliminary quarterfinals.

Chandigarh registered its
first win in the competition

in an inconsequential match
in Sultanpur.

In a nip-and-tuck affair,
Chandigarh chased down a
target of 162 with three balls
to spare. Manan Vohra (74,
60b, 3x4, 4x6) and Sarul
Kanwar (38, 22b, 4x4, 2x6)
were the chief contributors
for the side.

Elite A (Lucknow): Odisha
132/7 in 20 overs
(Subhranshu Senapati 39,
Suboth Bhati 4/27) lost to
Pondicherry 136/4 in 19
overs (Ramachandran Ragu-
pathy 39, Paras Dogra 54
n.o.).

Punjab 145/6 in 20 overs
(Shubman Gill 34, Gurkeerat
Mann 43 n.o.) lost to Tamil
Nadu 148/3 in 17.1 overs (N.
Jagadeesan 67, Vijay Shankar
59 n.o.).

Maharashtra 177/3 in 20
overs (Ruturaj Gaikwad 44,
Yash Nahar 103 n.o.) bt Goa
104 in 18.1 overs (Shubham
Ranjane 35, Satyajeet Bach-
hav 3/27).

Final standings: Tamil Nadu 5-
4-1-16  (+0.564), Maha-
rashtra 5-4-1-16 (+2.277),
Punjab 5-3-2-12 (+1.619),
Goa 5-2-3-8 (-1.368), Odisha
5-1-4-4 (-0.957), Pondich-
erry 5-1-4-4 (-2.073). (Read
as Played, Won, Lost, Points and
NRR). TN topped the group as it
had defeated Maharashtra.
Elite B (Guwahati): Mumbai
193/2 in 20 overs (Prithvi
Shaw 83, Ajinkya Rahane 71)
bt Baroda 111/9 in 20 overs
(Tanush Kotian 4/16).

Karnataka 134/8 in 20
overs (Karun Nair 44, Manish
Pandey 32, Mukesh Kumar 3/
33) lost to Bengal 138/3in 18
overs (Abhimanyu Easwaran
51 n.o., Kaif Ahmed 34 n.o.).

Chhattisgarh 176/3 in 20
overs (Shashank
Chandrasekar 67, Sanjeet
Desai 62 n.o., Amandeep
Khare 35 n.o.) bt Services 141
in 19.5 overs (Rahul Singh

64, Anshul Gupta
Shubham Agarwal 5/13).
Final standings: Bengal 5-4-1-
16 (+0.995), Karnataka 5-4-
1-16 (+0.379), Mumbai 5-3-
2-12 (+0.990), Chhattisgarh
5-2-3-8 (-0.146), Baroda 5-
1-4-4 (-0.750), Services 5-1-
4-4 (-1.513). Bengal topped
the group as it had defeated
Karnataka.

Elite C (Vadodara): Himachal
148/7 in 20 overs (Prashant
Chopra 35, Raghav Dhawan
57, CV. Stephen 4/11) bt
Andhra 118 in 20 overs (Ash-
win Hebbar 43, Ricky Bhui
41, Rishi Dhawan 3/16,
Pankaj Jaswal 5/18).

Jammu & Kashmir 156/6
in 20 overs (Qamran Igbal 37,
Jatin Wadhwan 45) lost to
Jharkhand 157/5 in 19.2
overs (Ishank Jaggi 30, Virat
Singh 40).

Rajasthan 155/6 in 20
overs (Mahipal Lomror 36,
Deepak Hooda 75) bt Hary-
ana 125 in 19.1 overs (Chait-
anya Bishnoi 41, Kamlesh
Nagarkoti 3/25, Mohit Jain
4/14).

Final standings: Rajasthan 5-
5-0-20 (+1.242), Himachal

34,

5-3-2-12 (-0.260),
Jharkhand 5-2-3-8 (-0.137),
Andhra 5-2-3-8 (-0.156),
Haryana 5-2-3-8 (-0.315), J

& K 5-1-4-4 (-0.360).
Elite D (New Delhi): Bihar
118/6 in 20 overs (Mangal
Mahrour 64 n.o. Tejas Patel
3/27) lost to Gujarat 121/5 in
19.1 overs (Urvil Patel 33,
Het Patel 45 n.o.).

Railways 165/6 in 20
overs (Mrunal Devdhar 51,
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Mukhtar Hussain 3/26) bt
Assam 117/6 in 20 overs
(Denish Das 35).

Madhya Pradesh 171/5 in
20 overs (Kuldeep Gehi 31,
Rajat Patidar 77, Parth Sahani
32) lost to Kerala 172/2in 18
overs (Sachin Baby 51 n.o.,
Sanju Samson 56 n.o.).

Final standings: Gujarat 5-4-
1-16 (+1.109), Kerala 5-3-2-12
(+0.363), MP 5-3-2-12
(+1.147), Assam 5-2-3-8
(-0.533), Railways 5-2-3-8
(-0.654), Bihar 5-1-4-4
(-1.370). Kerala finished run-
ner-up as it had defeated MP.
Elite E (Haryana): Ut-
tarakhand 161/5 in 20 overs
(Sanyam Arora 68 n.o., Kunal
Chandela 30) lost to Chand-
igarh 164/4 in 19.3 overs
(Manan Vohra 74, Sarul Kan-
war 38, Agrim Tiwari 3/26).

Saurashtra 166/6 in 20
overs (Sheldon Jackson 79
n.o., Chirag Jani 42) bt Delhi
153/5 in 20 overs (Dhruv
Shorey 33, Anuj Rawat 31).

Hyderabad 147/7 in 20
overs (Tanmay Agarwal 62,
Rahul Buddhi 38 n.o.) bt Ut-
tar Pradesh 118 in 19.2 overs
(Akshdeep Nath 36, Chama
Milind 5/8).

Final standings: Hyderabad 5-
5-0-20 (+1.114), Saurashtra
5-4-1-16 (+0.511), Delhi 5-3-
2-12 (+0.982), UP 5-2-3-8
(-0.399), Chandigarh 5-1-
4-4 (-0.973), Uttarakhand 5-
0-5-0 (-1.244).

Plate (Vijayawada): Nagaland
63 in 18.4 overs (Ajoy Sarkar
3/10) lost to Tripura 67/1 in
7.3 overs (Samrat Singha
30).

Vidarbha 205/5 in 20
overs (Atharva Taide 35, Ak-
shay Wadkar 40, Jitesh
Sharma 54 n.o.) bt Sikkim
75/8 in 20 overs (Liyan Khan
30, Akshay Karnewar 4/5).

Manipur 100/6 in 20
overs (L.M. Keishangbam 31)
lost to Mizoram 105/2 in 15
overs (Uday Kaul 31, Taruwar
Kohli 38 n.o.).

Meghalaya 194/3 in 20
overs (Chirag Khurana 78,
Kishan Lyngdoh 82) bt Ar-
unachal Pradesh 102/6 in 20
overs.

Final standings: Vidarbha 5-5-
0-20 (+4.967), Tripura 5-4-
1-16 (+2.151), Meghalaya 5-
4-1-16 (+1.131), Nagaland 5-
3-2-12 (+0.396), Sikkim 5-2-
3-8 (-1.427), Mizoram 5-1-
4-4 (-0.959), Manipur 5-1-
4-4 (-2.708), Arunachal 5-0-
5-0 (-3.322).

Final phase (all matches at
New Delhi):

Pre-quarterfinal line-up (Nov.
16): Maharashtra (Elite A
runner-up) vs Vidarbha
(Plate group topper); Hi-
machal (Elite C runner-up)
vs Kerala (Elite D runner-up);
Karnataka (Elite B runner-
up) vs Saurashtra (Elite E
runner-up).

Quarterfinalists: Tamil Nadu
(Elite A topper), Bengal
(Elite B), Rajasthan (Elite C),
Gujarat (Elite D), Hyderabad
(Elite E).

The quarterfinals will be
played on Nov. 18, the semi-
finals on Nov. 20 and the final
on Nov. 22.
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Amrit Mahotsav

: RBI Retail Direct Scheme

m New avenue for retail investment in government securities

New steps towards
inclusiveness

Reserve Bank of India
introduces two innovative and customer centric schemes

m Retail investors can easily open and maintain their government securities account online
with the RBI, free of cost

m Buying and selling of government securities by retail investors on the digital platform

Reserve Bank - Integrated Ombudsman Scheme
‘One Nation-One Ombudsman’ with one portal, one email and one address

Single reference point for customers to file complaints, submit documents, track status
and provide feedback

Integrated scheme for customer complaints against RBI regulated entities

Virtual launch by

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

in the presence of

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman

Scan to watch the launch event
Tr. or login to: https:/pmindiawebcast.nic.in

O RBI Says (3 Reserve Bank of India o RBI Says O ReserveBankOflndia

On November 12, 2021 at 11.00 am

Toll-free number for assistance in filing complaints and obtaining information on grievance redress,
with multi-lingual support

»

RS Retel S
RESERVE BANK OF INDIA
www.rbi.org.in
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The cash current

: In Tlakh crore, the
total currency in
circulation,
according to the

(] Reserve Bank of

India (RBI) as of October 29, 2021. In
value terms, the figure went up nearly
17.2% in 2020-21. The corresponding
figure as of November 2016, when
demonetisation was imposed, was
¥17.74 |akh crore. Government sources
said, "Since cash is the most liquid form
of asset, the increase in cash during the
period of enormous uncertainty [due
to the COVID-19 pandemic] is
expected." p1i

Gap in doses

: Estimated % of the
overall population
which has been fully
vaccinated. 54.3% of
[ ) India's population has

received at least one dose. While this
figure is slightly higher than the world
average of 51.09%, in terms of fully
vaccinated people, India's figure of
25.5% is lower than the world average
of 39.83%. A key reason for this is the
gap between the two doses of
Covishield, which comprises 88% of
the administered vaccines in India. The
spacing of 12-16 weeks is among the
longest in the world.

Little respite

:In ¥, the

retail price of

petrol per litre

in Delhi as on
[ ] November 9.

Although the Centre slashed excise
duty on petrol and diesel by %5 and
10 per litre, respectively, on the eve
of Deepavali, and several States and
Union Territories cut VAT on petroleum
products too, prices at the pump
continue to be high in the capital. Prior
to the cuts, the retail selling price of
petrol was ¥109.69. Despite all this,
taxes continue to account for half of
the price build-up of petrol.

The Daily Prophets

: The % of

fan-written stories

based on the Harry

Potter book series
(] in the popular

fanfiction.net website out of a total of
roughly 1.63 million contributions.
There are roughly 0.84 million stories
based on the Harry Potter series itself,
indicating the popularity of the book
series. The Twilight series (0.22 million,
13.6%), the Percy Jackson series
(79,000, 4.83%), The Lord of the Rings
(58,000, 3.55%) and The Hunger
Games series (46,000, 2.81%) round
off the top five book series.

Another Grandmaster

: Number of Indian
Grandmasters (GMs). Just
two days after 18-year-old
Sankalp Gupta achieved his

third GM norm, 20-year-old
Mitrabha Guha from West Bengal
emulated him by defeating GM Nikola
Sedlak of Serbia in the ninth round at
Novi Sad, Serbia. He is now the ninth
GM from West Bengal (the first GM
from the State was Dibyendu Barua
who got the honour in 1991). As of July
29, 2021, the country with the most
GMs was Russia with 240, followed by
U.S. (96), Germany (95), Ukraine (87),
and India.
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M The truce will be
observed between the
Pakistan Government and
the TTP for 30 days starting
November 9

|

B The TTP wants to
overthrow the Pakistani
state and implement its
hardline interpretation of
the Sharia across the
country

I

B The Afghan Taliban are
facilitating talks between
the two sides
—

EXPLAINER

EXPLAINER

A tentative truce with the Pakistan Taliban

Who are the Tehrik-e-Taliban? How does the regime change in Afghanistan alter the situation with Pakistan and the TTP?

STANLY JOHNY

The story so far: The Pakistani
Government announced on Monday that it
had entered into a nationwide ceasefire with
the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), the
outlawed terrorist group also known as the
Pakistan Taliban. This was agreed upon after
weeks-long talks held in Afghanistan
between the Government of Prime Minister
Imran Khan and the TTP.

What are the terms of the truce?

The truce will be observed by both parties
for 30 days starting November 9. A TTP
spokesperson said in a statement that both
sides agreed to form negotiation teams
which will take the talks forward. While the
Pakistani Government hasn’t offered more
details, a month ago, Prime Minister Khan,
in an interview with Turkish broadcaster
TRT World, had said that his Government
was in talks with some TTP groups as part of
a “reconciliation process”. He said the
Government would “forgive the TTP and
that they will become normal citizens” if
they agreed to lay down arms. According to a

According to a report on Radio Free
Europe, the TTP demanded the
release of 100 of its fighters from
Pakistani prisons and the
implementation of Sharia in
Pakistan’s northwestern tribal
regions

report in Radio Free Europe, the TTP
demanded the release of 100 of its fighters
from Pakistani prisons and the
implementation of Sharia in Pakistan’s
northwestern tribal regions. It’s not clear
whether all of their demands were met, but
reports indicate that Pakistan will release
some TTP fighters from prison as part of
confidence-building measures.

Who are the TTP?

The Pakistan Taliban emerged as an
umbrella group of militant outfits in the
country’s northwestern region bordering
Afghanistan. As Pakistan, under pressure
from the United States, carried out military
operations in the tribal region from
2001-2014 to hunt for al-Qaeda and other
militants who had crossed the border from
Afghanistan after the 2001 NATO invasion,
the local tribal groups launched an armed
resistance. In 2007, this transformed into a

larger platform of militants under the
leadership of Baitullah Mehsud. An ethnic
Pashtun, Mehsud was associated with the
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (F), the Deobandi
Islamic party of Maulana Fazlur Rahman. In
the 1990s, after the Taliban took Kabul,
Mehsud went to Afghanistan to fight the
Northern Alliance, the united front of
anti-Taliban militias that was backed by
India, Russia and Iran. After the Taliban
regime was toppled by the American
invasion, Mehsud emerged as a major tribal
leader in the Pakistani tribal belt, where he
brought together five militia groups to form
the TTP. He was killed in 2009 by a U.S.
drone strike, but the organisation he
founded continued to spread terror in
Pakistan.

The TTP’s goals in Pakistan are similar to
that of the Taliban in Afghanistan. The TTP
wants to overthrow the Pakistani state and
implement its hardline interpretation of the
Sharia across the country. They had
nurtured close ties with al-Qaeda, and had
carried out some of the deadliest terrorist
attacks inside Pakistan, including the 2014

Peshawar school massacre in which 147
people were killed, most of them
students.The Taliban’s victory in
Afghanistan appeared to have provided a
fillip to the TTP, which has carried out a
growing number of attacks on Pakistani
security forces in recent months.

What’s the role of the Afghan Taliban?
While there are organisational differences
between the Afghan Taliban and the
Pakistan Taliban, the two have ideological,
tribal and seminary connections. Both have
Pashtun roots and have links with the
Deobandi seminary networks. The
difference is that the Afghan Taliban’s focus
was entirely on fighting the foreign troops in
Afghanistan and the (previous) Afghan
Government. They got support from the
Pakistani military intelligence. On the other
side, the Pakistani establishment saw the
TTP as an enemy as the outfit wanted to fight
the Pakistani troops. But Pakistan appears to
be addressing this problem by reaching out
to the TTP through the Afghan Taliban.
Pakistan had shown interest in talks with the

Localising the labour force through reservations

What is the Andhra Pradesh Employment of Local Candidates in Industries/Factories Act? What has been its implications?

V. RAGHAVENDRA
VIKAS DHOOT

The story so far: On Saturday, the

Haryana Government notified a law
reserving 75% jobs for locals, which will
come into effect from January 15, 2022.
The law requires firms to reserve 75% of
all jobs offering a salary of less than
%30,000 a month for eligible candidates
of State domicile. Following the Haryana
move, the Jharkhand Assembly passed a
Bill providing 75% reservation for locals

constitutional validity. The State, the
advocate stated, has no power to
prescribe the domicile or place of birth

or place of residence as a requirement for

public employment.

What do private industries feel?
The Andhra Pradesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry Federation
president-elect P. Bhaskar Rao told The
Hindu that while seeking to implement
the Act, the importance of productivity
levels of workers should not be

TTP in the past as well.

Will it hold?

It remains to be seen whether the truce will
hold. And it’s still unclear what compromise
the Government has made to reach
temporary peace. But the Imran Khan
Government’s decision to hold direct talks
and reach a ceasefire with an organisation
that is responsible for the deaths of
hundreds of Pakistanis, if not thousands, will
raise questions on the Government’s policy
towards terrorist and extremist groups. The
ceasefire comes days after the Government
held talks and reached an agreement with
another extremist group, Tehreek-e-Labbaik
Pakistan. Earlier this year, Mr. Khan’s
Government had expelled the French
Ambassador to the country after the TLP
carried out violent protests over
“blasphemous” cartoons published in
France.

Now, the ceasefire with the TTP, the
deadliest of the two, will strengthen the
criticism that Mr. Khan is pursuing “a policy
of appeasement” with the hardliners.

drive away existing investors as well as
dry up fresh greenfield and brownfield
investments.

“Instead of compelling firms to hire
locals, the State can consider giving a 25%
subsidy to firms as an incentive for hiring
locals,” Mr. Rao said. The industry
chamber has also suggested to the State
that if reservations have to be made, they
should begin with a lower threshold of
20%-25% and give time for the State’s
youth to inculcate and hone their
specialised skill sets.

TTP members patrolling
Shawal in the Pakistani
region of south Waziristan
in2012. =ap
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B The Andhra Pradesh law,
passed by the Assembly in
July, 2019, and notified
promptly next month,
reserved 75% of jobs for
locals in industries and
factories

—

B The industries are

in the private sector for salaries up to
340,000 a month. In 2019, the Andhra
Pradesh Government had passed a
similar law — the A.P. Employment of
Local Candidates in Industries/Factories

overlooked. For instance, the workforce
from Odisha and Bihar is highly
productive compared to workers
belonging to the Telugu-speaking States,
he said. Mr. Rao said the Government has
“not compelled us to implement the Act.”
Another issue which the industries are
grappling with is the uncertainty whether
local candidates will continue in their
jobs and the possibility of them resisting
the entry of job-seekers from other States
if the situation necessitates outsourcing.

While mineral-rich Jharkhand will have
its own set of unique issues and
challenges in implementing the job
reservation plan, we have to wait for the
final rules and implementation date to be
notified before assessing its implications.

The broader trend of raising the sons
of the soil issue for electoral gains in
States will hurt the investment climate
across the country, warned Amitava
Ghosh, co-founder and principal partner
at SSA Compliance Services LLP. “If more
States follow suit, there will surely be an
extreme level of talent crunch across
industries in different States, and the free
movement of India’s manpower
resources within the nation will be
threatened,” he said.

»

grappling with the
uncertainty of whether local
candidates will continue in
their jobs and the possibility
of them resisting the entry
of job-seekers from other
States

—

“active collaboration of the

Act. Government”. The Government also laid
down that industry would have to apply
for any exemptions from the Department
of Labour, Employment and Training
before sourcing employees from other
States.

entail terminating employees who may
be from other States. The Government is
not forcing employers to implement the
Act for various reasons, which mainly
include the prevailing gloomy industrial
scenario, largely attributable to the
pandemic’s aftermath.

What did the Andhra law stipulate?
The Andhra Pradesh law, passed by the
Assembly in July 2019, and notified
promptly next month, reserved 75% of
jobs for locals in industries and factories,
including any joint venture and project
taken up under the public-private
partnership (PPP) mode. Where suitable
local candidates were not available, the

B A firm implementation of
the law could drive away
existing investors as well as
dry up fresh greenfield and
brownfield investments

How has the industry coped so far?
|

For now, the priority for the State,
according to industry experts, is on
getting new industries to absorb the local
industry or factory would be given three candidates in phases, as implementing implement the Act, an advocate has filed =~ commercial, IT and automobile industry,
years to train local candidates with the law for existing workforce would a writ petition challenging the law’s a firm implementation of the law could

M » eee

Has the law been challenged yet?
While the Government has begun
training programmes to develop skilled
labour to cater to various sectors and

What are the takeaways for Haryana
and Jharkhand?
For Haryana, already home to a thriving
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B Employers send
contractors to distant
unexplored places to gather
labour at the lowest
possible wage rate
—

B Migrant workers earn low
wages, work very long
hours without any overtime
benefits, and are almost
without any leave or social
protection

—

B Local workers resent the
presence of migrant workers
who they feel take away
their jobs in factories and
other places on account of
being cheap labour
——

Building blocks: Gujarat had passed a rule in the 1990s making it mandatory for industries and employers to give 85% of jobs to local people. =arp

FROM THE ARCHIVES
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Lip service to labour rights

The exodus of migrant labour from Gujarat highlights the indifference of States to their well-being

INDIRA HIRWAY

The Gujarat Government passed a rule in the
1990s making it mandatory for industries and
employers to give 85% of jobs to local people. It
was never implemented in reality. Such restrictive
moves hurt both the State and particularly
migrants who go looking for jobs as this piece,
published in 2018, by Indira Hirway points out.

Gujarat is one of the top States in India that
receive migrant workers, largely temporary and
seasonal, on a large scale. These workers are from
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and
even from as far as Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Assam
and Karnataka. Employers send contractors to
distant unexplored places to gather labour at the
lowest possible wage rate. Surprisingly, the
Gujarat Government has no data on/estimates of
migrant workers coming to Gujarat. Informally,
the figures are estimated to be between 40 lakh to
one crore.

Segmenting the labour market and creating a
separate labour market for migrant workers —
who are easy to exploit — has been a common
strategy of employers across India. The pathetic
conditions migrant workers face have been widely
documented. They earn low wages, work very
long hours without any overtime benefits, and are
almost without any leave or social protection.
Lakhs of unskilled and migrant workers live on
worksites in makeshift huts (usually made of tin
sheets) or on roads, slums and in illegal
settlements. They are neither able to save much to
improve their conditions back in their home
States nor save enough to live comfortably in
Gujarat. They go back home only once or twice to
celebrate festivals. Semi-skilled workers with
some education and skills (such as those in
diamond cutting and polishing units, power
looms and factories) get slightly higher wages and
earn some leave. However, these workers are also
exploited in multiple ways and are mostly
unprotected. Factory owners, employers and
traders are only too happy with such a situation as

they earn huge profits from wage labour
exploitation.

Embers of resentment

Local workers resent the presence of migrant
workers who they feel take away their jobs in
factories and other places on account of being
cheap labour. The recent attacks on migrant
labour after an incident in Gujarat late last month,
involving the sexual assault of a 14-month-old girl,
allegedly by a migrant labourer from Bihar,
appears to be have been a consequence of this
resentment. Many migrant workers have now
rushed to their home States out of fear despite
several local people having been taken into
custody on the charge of inciting violence against
migrant workers. There have been reports of an
estimated 60,000 to more than a lakh workers
leaving the State. Those who have stayed back

Segmenting the labour market and
creating a separate labour market for
migrant workers — who are easy to exploit
— has been a common strategy of
employers across India

now live under constant fear. The exodus is cause
for concern as it is bound to impact Gujarat’s
growth and create resentment among factory
owners and other employers, especially at a time
when the general election is drawing close.
Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani has blamed
the Opposition for inciting locals to push out
migrants while the latter have accused him of not
stopping the migration. Some have even
demanded his resignation. The anger on both the
sides is essentially more out of fear that losing
cheap labour will be at the cost of Gujarat’s
prosperity than out of genuine concern for the
welfare of migrant workers. The signals from the
top leadership of the Chief Minister’s party are “to
bring the situation back to normal”. This would
also avert a crisis in the migrants’ home States,
which would have to cope with an army of the

unemployed. All this shows the utter indifference
of States to the well being of migrant workers and
their rights.

Only on paper

Under the Inter-State Migrant Workmen Act and
other labour laws, migrant workers in Gujarat are
legally entitled to all their basic labour rights.
These include minimum wages, regular wage
payment, regular working hours, overtime
payment, and decent working and living
conditions. Under the same Act, the Governments
of the States from where migrant workforce
originate are expected to issue licences to
contractors who take workers away, register such
workers and also monitor their working and living
conditions in other States. But most State
Governments remain indifferent to these laws.
Gujarat has taken a few steps but these are far
from adequate. The political impulse has been to
maintain status quo — the continuation of the
situation where migrant workers are exploited.

The Gujarat Government passed a rule in the
1990s making it mandatory for industries and
employers in Gujarat to give 85% of jobs to local
people. This rule was never really implemented in
reality, but watered down by the State
Government in its subsequent industrial policies,
as new investors did not like any such restrictions.
Now there is a move in the State to introduce a
law for industries and investors in Gujarat which
reserves 80% of labour jobs for State domiciles
and at least 25% for local workers. But those
behind the idea are perhaps fully aware of the
futility of such a move. As long as there are huge
surpluses from the labour of migrant workers,
employers will have no incentive in hiring local
workers. The objective of such a move is to
perhaps contain the anger of local workers — at
least till the 2019 election.

In the end, the real solution to this issue would
be to enforce all relevant labour laws for migrant
workers so that segmentation of the labour
market becomes weak, and workers (local and
migrant) get a fair and equal deal.

THE DAILY QUIZ

Here's a quiz based on events that occurred and personalities who were born in the month of November

During the tenure of this

freedom fighter as the Union
Education Minister
post-Independence, India's first
IIT was set up in Kharagpur in
1951. Name the person who was
born on November 11.

that day in 1949. Who was the
Constitutional Advisor, an
eminent jurist, who prepared the
first rough draft of the
Constitution and was
acknowledged for this work by
Dr. Ambedkar?

November 7 is remembered

as the day when the Russian
Revolution culminated with the
Bolshevik party taking power.
This resulted in the overthrow of
a Government led by a liberal
Russian who fled the country
after the Revolution and spent
most of the rest of his life as a
scholar at Hoover Institution in
Stanford. Name him.

November 26 is observed as

the 'Constitution Day"
because the final draft of the
Indian Constitution was released
by the Chairman of the Drafting
Committee of the Constituent
Assembly, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, on
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A member of the

Constituent Assembly, he
went on to be part of the State
Reorganisation Commission
whose report in 1953 ultimately
paved the way to the creation of
five new States in November
1956. Name this person.

November 26, 2008 is

remembered for the horrific
terror attacks in Mumbai. This
police officer (assistant
sub-inspector), who was
instrumental in capturing the
terrorist Ajmal Kasab but
succumbed to death while doing
so, was posthumously awarded
the Ashok Chakra. Name him.

flags:

»

Please send your answers to
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in
Answers to the previous day's quiz on

1. Mozambique, 2. Denmark whose flag is
called the 'Danneborg', 3. The Sun, 4. The
original 13 States of the union, 5. The

rectangle or square.

Early Birds

<« Name the person
seated third from the
right in the photo
which features the
Cabinet of the
Government led by
the then Communist
Party of India's E.M.S.
Namboodiripad in
1957. The person,
who was instrumental
in major judicial
reforms, including
the Public Interest
Litigation concept,
was born on
November 15 and
lived till the ripe age
of 99.
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Philippines, 6. Cyprus, 7. It is made of two
stacked two triangles rather than being

Anjali Roy | Aditya Pratap Singh | Vijay
Kumar A. | Nirbhay Verma | Amiya Ghosh

KEYWORD

The paradox
of value

Why are diamonds much
more expensive than water?

PRASHANTH PERUMAL

Also known as the diamond-water paradox,
the paradox of value describes the vast diffe-
rence seen in the prices of certain essential
goods and non-essential goods. Many goods
and services that are essential to human life
have a much lower price in a market econo-
my than other goods and services that are not
so essential. For example, water that is essen-
tial for human existence sells at a price that is
just a fraction of the price of diamond, which
is a luxury item that is not essential for hu-
man existence.

The paradox of value has also been used to
describe the vast difference in the wages of
essential workers such as nurses and farmers
and that of others such as CEOs of compa-
nies, who are considered by many to be non-
essential workers. This paradox has been cit-
ed by many critics of the market economy,
who argue that it is an unfair economic sys-
tem that leads to inequality among different
populations.

The paradox of value is often used in dis-
cussions on the theory of value to elaborate
the concept of marginal utility and how the
use value of an object can differ quite a lot
from its exchange value. Many economists
have tried to explain the paradox.

Some of them such as Adam Smith, who
was a proponent of the labour theory of va-
lue, believed that the paradox of value can be
explained by the difference in the amount of
labour that it takes to produce a good or ser-
vice.

Marginal revolution

The marginal revolution in economics in the
latter half of the 19th century, which is attri-
buted to the contributions made by Austrian
economist Carl Menger, English economist
William Stanley Jevons and French econo-
mist Leon Walras, completely changed the
way economists explained the paradox of va-
lue.

These economists, who adhered to the the-
ory of marginalism, argued that the price or
the exchange value of goods and services is
not determined by their simple use value. In-
stead, it is determined by their marginal use
value (or utility) to the buyer. This is the most
widely accepted resolution of the paradox of
value among economists.

The most appealing demonstration of the
theory of marginal utility was offered by Aus-
trian economist Eugen von Bohm-Bawerk in
his 1889 book The Positive Theory of Capital.
He used the example of a farmer who had a
total of five sacks of corn to use until next sea-
son. The farmer values the first two sacks of
corn the most as they would serve as his food
and help him stay alive until next season. He
then plans to use the three other sacks of
corn for other purposes in descending order
of importance, namely to feed his poultry, to
make alcohol and the final sack of corn to
feed the parrots that amuse him.

Least urgent desires

Bohm-Bawerk explained that the price that
the farmer would be ready to pay for any sack
of grain would depend on how much he va-
lued feeding his parrots, which happens to be
the least urgent of his desires. It would not
depend, he argued, on the value that the
farmer places on his life, which is his most ur-
gent desire.

The farmer, in other words, would be will-
ing to pay a very high price for a sack of corn
only when the supply of corn is severely limit-
ed by a famine or other crises. So, in the con-
text of the prices of diamond and water that
are vastly different, it is the limited supply of
diamonds that makes them sell at a much
higher market price than water, which is rela-
tively more abundant in its availability.
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