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Two Delhi journalists
detained in Assam
GUWAHATI

Two Delhi-based women
journalists, booked in Tripura
for criminal conspiracy and
other charges, were detained
by the police in Karimganj
district of Assam on Sunday.
NEWS » PAGE 8

Congress to go soloin
U.P. polls, says Priyanka
BULANDSHAHR

The Congress will contest all
the 403 seats in the 2022
Uttar Pradesh polls onits
own and emerge victorious,
party leader Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra said on Sunday.

STATES » PAGE 5

Workers, farmers’

unions join forces
GURUGRAM

Several workers' unions in
Gurugram'’s automotive
sector and the Samyukt Kisan
Morcha came together for
the first time to hold a joint
public meeting in support of
their demands on Sunday.
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CBI, ED chiefs can now

have five-year terms

Weeks before House session, Govt. promulgates ordinances

SANDEEP PHUKAN
NEW DELHI

President Ram Nath Kovind
on Sunday promulgated two
ordinances that would allow
the Union Government to
extend the tenures of the di-
rectors of the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI)
and the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) from two years to
up to five years.

The chiefs of the Central
agencies currently have a
fixed two-year tenure, but
can now be given three an-
nual extensions.

While the change in te-
nure of the post of CBI Direc-
tor was effected by amend-
ing the Delhi Special Police
Establishment Act, 1946, the
Central Vigilance Commis-
sion Act, 2003 was amended
with respect to the ED Direc-
tor’s post.

The move comes just days
before the present ED chief,
Sanjay Kumar Mishra, is to
retire on November 17.

The move has riled the
Opposition as the ordinanc-
es were brought in barely
two weeks before the winter
session of Parliament from
November 29.

“Provided that the period
for which the Director of En-
forcement holds the office
on his initial appointment
may, in the public interest,
on the recommendation of
the Committee under clause

q Modi Govt uses ED-CBI as
henchmen to usurp power and
destabilise elected govts... Now, these
henchmen are being empowered &
rewarded with 5-year tenure.

RANDEEP SURJEWALA, CONGRESS CHIEF SPOKESPERSON

l) Parliament session begins

on 29th. To avoid its
scrutiny, the Centre promulgates

) the ordinances on Sunday.

| This desperate hurry smacks of
something fishy

SITARAM YECHURY
CPI(M) GENERAL SECRETARY

(a) and for the reason to be
recorded in writing, be ex-
tended up to one year at a
time,” the Central Vigilance
Commission (Amendment)
Ordinance, 2021 read.
“Provided further that no
such extension shall be
granted after the completion
of a period of five years in to-
tal, including the period
mentioned in the initial ap-
pointment,” it added.

SC order

While the move will not im-
mediately benefit CBI Direc-
tor Subodh Kumar Jaiswal,
appointed in May, it may be-
nefit Mr. Mishra. Appointed
in November 2018, the ED
chief was to retire in Novem-
ber 2020. However, when
the Government gave him a
one-year extension retros-
pectively on November 13,

2020, the order was chal-
lenged in the Supreme
Court. On September 8, a
Bench of Justices L. Nages-
wara Rao and B.R. Gavai di-
rected the Government not
to give Mr. Mishra any more
extension, while observing
that any extension of tenure
during superannuation has
to be for a short period and
reasons must be recorded
for granting such exten-
sions. The court also noted
that such extensions could
be given “only in rare and ex-
ceptional circumstances” to
facilitate an ongoing investi-
gation. However, after the
promulgation of the ordi-
nance, the Centre can now
give one-year extensions
thrice after the completion
of the initial two years.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Slight improvement in Delhi’s air quality after 3 days

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The air quality in Delhi im-
proved on Sunday to ‘very
poor’ from ‘severe’ category
after three days. The slight
improvement came as the
State Government notified
steps to control pollution, in-
cluding banning construc-

Festive sales
have lifted
economy: Goyal

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The economy is “bouncing
back” strongly with festive
sales hitting highs “not seen
in a long time” and is set to
record the highest-ever ex-
ports of $550 billion in 2021-
22, Commerce, Industry and
Textiles Minister Piyush
Goyal said on Sunday.

Merchandise exports
stood at $235 billion for the
first seven months of the
year and are “well on track”
to hit $400 billion, while ser-
vices exports are expected to
go up to about $150 billion,
Mr. Goyal said at the launch
of the India International
Trade Fair.

Job creation
“I am told several reports
suggest that Deepavali sales,
festival sales, earlier this
month, were probably the
highest seen in a long time.
Every statistic, be it job crea-
tion or enrolments into the
Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation, reflects a
broad recovery,” he said.
“The economy is bounc-
ing back if you look at the fi-
gures in every aspect, the
PMI [Purchasing Managers’
Index] for services has hit a
decade high, manufacturing
PMI is above 55. GST collec-
tions... one normally sees a
spike in collections in April,
because it’s the year-end,
but this October, we record-
ed 1.3 lakh crore,” he said.
In some way, exports also
reflect the growing relevance
of India, Mr. Goyal said.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8
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tion activities and closing
educational institutions.
According to data from
the Central Pollution Control
Board, the average AQI over
the past 24 hours ending at 4
p-m. on Sunday was 330.
The Commission for Air
Quality Management in NCR
and Adjoining Areas held a

meeting during the day and
advised States to be ready to
implement ‘Emergency Mea-
sures’ as listed under the
Graded Response Action
Plan. It advised the Govern-
ments of Haryana, Rajasthan
and Uttar Pradesh to consid-
er curbs in their respective
NCR districts as implement-

ed by the Delhi Government.
For its part, the Haryana
Government ordered closure
of schools, both Government
and private, in four districts
neighbouring Delhi — Guru-
gram, Faridabad, Sonipat
and Jhajjar — for three days.

REPORTS » PAGES2& 4

Gadchiroli
encountera
blow to Naxals

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE
PUNE

The Gadchiroli encounter
in which 26 members of
the outlawed Communist
Party of India (Maoist), in-
cluding key fugitive Milind
Teltumbde, were ‘neutral-
ised’ was a severe blow to
the Naxals’ urban and jun-
gle networks in Chhattis-
garh, Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra, authorities
have said.

FULL REPORT » PAGE 8
EDITORIAL » PAGE 6

Deliveries of S-400 systems
have begun: Russian official

‘First division will
be delivered by
the end of 2021

DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

Ahead of Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s visit to In-
dia early next month, Mos-
cow has started deliveries of
the S-400 air defence sys-
tems to India, a senior Rus-
sian official confirmed.

This risks the possibility
of sanctions from the U.S.

Indiais to get five S-400
systems as per its $5.43 bn
deal with Russia. =ReuTERs

under the Countering Amer-
ica’s Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act (CAATSA)
which would come up for

discussion at the India-U.S.
2+2 ministerial dialogue, al-
so scheduled for early
December.

“Russia has started sup-
plying S-400 air defence sys-
tem to India, the first divi-
sion will be delivered by the
end of 2021,” said Dmitry
Shugaev, Director of Federal
Service for Military-Techni-
cal Cooperation (FSMTC).
The supplies are proceeding
on schedule, he added.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Coal ‘phase-down'is a right: Minister

India entitled to
responsible use, he
says of COP-26 deal

JACOB KOSHY
NEW DELHI
A day after the 26th United
Nations Conference of Par-
ties (COP) in Glasgow ended
on Saturday, Union Environ-
ment Minister Bhupender
Yadav, in a personal blog,
dwelt on India’s last-minute
intervention that played a
key role in the final text of
the agreement that called for
coal to be “phased down”
rather than “phased out”.
“Fossil fuels and their use
have enabled parts of the
world to attain high levels of
growth. Even now, deve-
loped countries have not

Off target

A report by Climate
Action Tracker said
that the promises

by nations to cut
greenhouse gas
emissions by 2030 will
still result in the Earth
heating up by around
2.4° Celsius by 2100,
compared with pre-
industrial levels, far
beyond the UN target.
A lowdown:

Source: Climate Action Tracker

completely phased out coal.
The United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) refers to
mitigation of GHG emissions
from all sources. UNFCCC is
not directed at any particu-

+4°C

+30C

+2°C

+1.5°C

+0°C

+2.7°C

— Paris agreement Goal

1.2°C: Warming
up to 2021

Pre-Industrial average

Figures show global mean
temperature increase
by 2100

lar source,” he wrote, “Deve-
loping countries have a right
to their fair share of the glo-
bal carbon budget and are
entitled to the responsible
use of fossil fuels within this
scope.”

Policies & action
Real world action based
on current policies

Full implementation of
2030 NDC targets

Full implementation of sub-
mitted and binding long-term
targets and 2030 NDC targets

Best case scenario and assumes
fullimplementation of all
announced targets including net
zero targets

He said the lack of com-
mitment (by the West) to cli-
mate finance is
“troublesome”.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8
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City’s air quality improves; Govt.

resorts to emergency measures

Educational institutions to remain shut till Nov. 20; construction activities banned

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The air quality in the Capital
improved to the “very poor”
category on Sunday after re-
maining in the “severe” level
for the last three days. This
comes on a day when the
Delhi Government, in a
move to control local sourc-
es of air and dust pollution,
decided to close educational
institutions and ban con-
struction activities, while
encouraging work from
home.

According to the data pro-
vided by the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board, the aver-
age air quality index (AQI)
over the past 24 hours end-
ing at 4 p.m. on Sunday,
based on the reading from
36 monitoring stations, was
330. The AQI was 437 on Sa-
turday, down from 471 on
Friday. The improvement in
the air quality has been attri-
buted to the increase in
wind speeds which dis-
persed pollutants.

Shallow fog

The forecast shared by the
Central Government-run Air
Quality Early Warning Sys-
tem for Delhi shows that the
air quality is likely to dete-
riorate but remain in the
“very poor” category on

Wi b W
Desperate times: PWD workers sprinkling water from tankers

to curb air pollution in Delhi. =FiLe pHOTO

Monday and Tuesday. Shal-
low to moderate fog is likely
on Tuesday morning.
Environment  Minister
Gopal Rai said that his de-
partment has issued orders
under the Environment Pro-
tection Act, 1986, regarding
closure of schools, colleges,
skill development centres,
and educational institutions
till November 20. Only in
cases where examinations
are being conducted, will
the institutions be allowed
to open, he added.
Construction and demoli-
tion projects have been put
on hold till November 17 to
curb dust pollution while
the Delhi Government offic-
es and Government autono-
mous agencies will remain

closed till November 17.

The Minister said that on
November 17, the ban on
construction will be re-
viewed as it has been esti-
mated that the pollution le-
vels are going to escalate in
the coming days.

“The objective of these
emergency measures is to
cut down on vehicular pollu-
tion, giving the people of
Delhi some relief. An adviso-
ry has been issued to private
offices to follow suit and
help this initiative have an
impact on the pollution le-
vels,” Mr. Rai said.

Sisodia appeals to people
Deputy Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia appealed to the
people to take small steps at

the personal level like turn-
ing off the engine at traffic
signals and using public
transport for at least one day
every month to make the ci-
ty healthy and pollution-
free. He was speaking at a
‘Yuddh Pradushan Ke Vir-
rudh’ campaign conducted
by the Delhi Government’s
Dialogue and Development
Commission in association
with Raahgiri Foundation at
Patparganj.

Mr. Sisodia said there is a
need to work at three levels
to reduce pollution in Delhi.
It is the Government respon-
sibility to make rules and
regulations, introduce sys-
tems to facilitate enforce-
ment, conduct awareness
campaigns, and take action
against violators. Secondly,
he said, industry and con-
struction stakeholders
should reduce their share of
pollution, and in the third
step, the citizens of Delhi
need to come forward and
bring down pollution at the
individual and community
levels.

An AQI between O and 50
is considered “good”, 51 and
100 “satisfactory”, 101 and
200 “moderate”, 201 and
300 “poor”, 301 and 400
“very poor”, and 401 and
500 “severe”.

BJP blames AAP
for pollution
emergency

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The BJP on Sunday blamed
the Delhi Government for
the air pollution emergen-
cy that has arisen in the
Capital and said the Kejri-
wal Government has failed
in every crisis.

BJP MLAs said Chief Mi-
nister Arvind Kejriwal
should resign taking moral
responsibility. They also
demanded a complete
lockdown in Delhi for a
week to find out the contri-
bution of stubble burning
to the pollution and what is
the role of factors inside
the city.

Leader of Opposition
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri said
the Delhi Government kept
on announcing measures
but practically did not take
any step apart from the in-
stallation of a smog tower
in Connaught Place, which
too had proven ineffective.

“If there is pollution in
Delhi due to stubble burn-
ing, then States like Punjab
and Haryana should have
more pollution than Delhi
because it is happening
there. The pollution level
on Sunday in various cities
of Punjab is lesser than that
of Delhi,” Mr. Bidhuri said.
He added that the collapse
of the public transport sys-
tem and the state of Delhi’s
roads are also to be blamed
for the bad air quality.

Be ready to implement ‘emergency measures, CAQM tells States

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Commission for Air
Quality Management in Na-
tional Capital Region and Ad-
joining Areas (CAQM) on Sun-
day directed the States and
the agencies concerned to be
in a complete readiness for
implementing the ‘emergen-

cy measures’ listed under the
Graded Response Action
Plan. It also advised the Go-
vernments of Haryana, Rajas-
than and Uttar Pradesh to
consider the restrictions in
their respective NCR districts
as implemented by the Delhi
Government like closure of
schools. The advisory fol-

lowed a meeting by the
CAQM held in the wake of the
deteriorating air quality in
Delhi-NCR.

The CAQM in a statement
said that the adverse air qual-
ity in the Delhi-NCR is a com-
bined result of stubble burn-
ing, vehicular pollution,

pollution after Deepavali, dip

in temperature, and other lo-
cal factors. The air quality
was also impacted by a dust
storm moving in from the
south-westerly direction of
the Thar desert, which furth-
er amplified the PM2.5/PM10
levels significantly, it said.
The commission said it
has identified five factors that

are contributing to the poor
air quality in Delhi-NCR. The
measures, it suggested, are to
control stubble burning, re-
duce dust from construction
and demolition activities,
check dust from roads and
open areas, and cut down on
vehicular and industry
pollution.

Two Ugandan nationals with
over 12 kg of heroin arrested

Narcotic was concealed in false bottom of check-in luggage

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Customs officers at Delhi’s
Indira Gandhi International
Airport have arrested two
Ugandan nationals and
seized 12.9 kg of heroin
worth %90 crore from their
possession.

Officials said on Sunday
that the two women, who
had arrived from Nairobi in
Kenya, were arrested on the
intervening night of Novem-
ber 12 and 13.

“The smugglers had
passed through several ju-
risdictions, including Ugan-
da, Kenya and India, before
being intercepted. The he-

roin was concealed in the
false bottom of their check-
in luggage,” the officials
said.

Sniffed by dog squad
The officials said that the
baggage of the two passen-
gers was sniffed by the dog
squad of the Customs,
which indicated the pre-
sence of narcotic substance.
“On detailed search and
questioning, the two admit-
ted to have brought the he-
roine by concealing it in the
specially made cavities be-
neath the fake layer of fibre-
plastic base on both sides of
their check-in suitcases,”

they said.

One of the women re-
vealed that she was intro-
duced to a Kenyan national
who had promised her mo-
ney in exchange of delivery
of certain goods in Delhi fol-
lowing which she travelled
to Nairobi from Kampala by
road. There, the Kenyan
handed over a bag to her
which was to be delivered in
Delhi and also provided tick-
ets and certain documents
to cover her visit as a medi-
cal tourist.

“She was supposed to de-
liver the goods to a person
who would contact her on
exit,” the officials said.

HC directs civic body, police to clear
illegal vendors from Bungalow Road

Authorities to submit status report before the next hearing

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has or-
dered the North Delhi Muni-
cipal Corporation and the
Delhi Police to remove illegal
vendors from the no-hawk-
ing and no-vending zone on
Bungalow Road at Kamla
Nagar.

A Bench of Justice Vipin
Sanghi and Justice Jasmeet
Singh directed the authori-
ties to submit a status report
before the next date of hear-
ing on February 10 next
year.

Information boards
The High Court further
asked the authorities to in-
stall boards informing the
public that it is a no-hawking
and no-vending zone.

The court’s direction
came while hearing a peti-

tion filed by the Bungalow
Road Jawahar Nagar Trad-
ers’ Association seeking di-
rections to the authorities to
ensure that there is no illegal
squatting and vending in the
area as it is an admitted posi-
tion that the area is a no-
hawking and no-vending
zone duly notified by the
North Delhi civic body.

The petition, filed
through advocate Ashish
Dixit, said that the authori-
ties, on the contrary, have
impliedly permitted illegal
activity by not taking action
against the violators.

Glaring violation

The traders’ association said
it has approached the court
against the glaring violation
of legal and fundamental
rights of shopkeepers and
the residents of the area.
The association said it has
made several representa-
tions to the authorities but
they have yielded no results,
forcing it to knock the door
of the High Court.

The plea claimed that
even during the pandemic,
the illegal squatting and
vending was continuing un-
abated in the area.

t

ARNABJIT SUR
+ NEW DELHI

ight months into her marriage,
E28-year-old Shivani had deve-

loped a habit of waiting for her
husband Amit Baliyan’s call early in
the morning when he was on duty as
a fire operator at the office of Delhi
Fire Services (DFS).

The morning of January 2, 2020,
was no different. Amit was in office
and Shivani was waiting for his 7 a.m.
call to start her day. As her wait
stretched from minutes to hours, Shi-
vani knew something was not right.
Her cell phone rang finally but the
call was from Amit’s office. The 29-
year-old fire operator had been
crushed under the debris of a four-
storey building housing a battery fac-
tory at Peeragarhi in Udyog Nagar.

A sudden blaze inside the premises
caused an explosion and parts of the

" building collapsed, trapping a civilian
and 18 fire brigade personnel. While
the rest of his colleagues were res-
cued, Amit’s body was recovered
around 1 p.m. He was rushed to a hos-
pital where the doctors declared him
brought dead.

Sitting at her house in north-east
Delhi’s Meet Nagar, Shivani recalled,
“We had seen on television that his
colleagues had been rescued. It gave
me hope that Amit too would survive
but that was not meant to be. I knew
the risks involved in his job but we
never expected such an incident to
happen.” i

Anuj Baliyan, Amit’s younger

. brother, said their father, a Delhi Pol-
ice officer, kept telling them that Amit
would be fine. “Our eyes were glued
to the TV for some news on his res-
cue. Instead, we learnt that his body
had been recovered from the debris,”
said Anuj. :

Shivani, who works as a constabl
with the Uttar Pradesh Police, and
Amit’s mother have received the stip-
ulated 1 crore ex gratia, in addition
to 350 lakh monetary help from the
DFS.

‘Unfulfilled’ promise -

.Anuj said the Delhi Government’s
promise to provide the same post to
Amit’s kin has remained unfulfilled.
“I have written to several Govern-
ment officers and even to the Lieute-
nant-Governor (Anil Baijal), but noth-
ing has come through.”

DFS chief Atul Garg, however, said
the matter is under process.

As many as 156 DFS personnel
have suffered non-fatal injuries in va-
rious rescue operations between Ja-
nuary 2018 and October 11 this year,
consisting of 98 fire operators, 25
leading ﬁrgmen, 13 sub-officers, 14
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Injuries and fatalities do little to shake the
determination of the city’s firemen, for whom
the numbers that really count are the lives

A1

Firemen injured during rescue
operation in the last few years

Total fire Fleet of
calls received firefighting

in 2021 till vehicles and
June @@ other supporting

units maintained

In comparison,
P Total fire

total fire calls
received in
2020 till June

stations
in Delhi

Total rescue

Totalfirecalls | personnelin

DFS at the

Fire operators Leading firemen
2018: 29 2018: 4

2019: 20 2019: 8

2020: 26 2020: 9

2021: 23 (till Oct. 11) 2021: 4 (till Oct. 11)
Total: 98 Total: 25
Sub-officers Station officers

2018: 5 2018: 3

2019: 5 2019: 5

2020: 2 2020: 5

2021: 1 (till Oct. 11) 2021: 1 (till Oct. 11) =
Total: 13 Total: 14

Assistant Divisional

divisional officers officers

2018: None 2018:

2019: 1 2019:

2020: 1 2020:

2021:  None (till Oct. 11) ; 2021:

Total: 2 Total:

Firefighters killed : 7 (since 2016)

station officers, two assistant divi-
sional officers, and four divisional of-
ficers.

Amit is one of the seven deaths on
duty in the DFS since 2018. Recently, = .

fire operator Praveen Kumar, 30, Who

»

5 received In
X2019tillJune moment

Fire calls can include calls

mmmila regarding road accidents,
house collapse,

drowning incidents,

animal rescue,
among others

SOURCE: DELHI FIRE SERVICE

had joined the service in 2019, suc-
cumbed to burn injuries he sustained
while dousing a fire in a building in
Bhorgarh, Narela. '

These deaths, though alarming, do
little to shake the determination of

the firefighters, who are guided by a
burning desire to rescue as many
lives as they can.

Serious injuries

Mahavir Singh, 57, posted at Jawala
Heri fire station as a leading fireman,
recalled an incident in Chandni
Chowk in 2010 when a major fire
broke out in a building. “My col-

league and I were inside the building

when the blast happened. An LPG cy-
linder exploded and the structure
collapsed on us. Both of us sustained
serious injuries,” said Mr. Singh, who
suffered 70% burns in the incident.

He had to undergo plastic surgery
on parts of his face. “I returned to du-
ty after nine months. I can’t sit idle
for long. Firefighting makes me hap-
py, nothing else matters,” he said.

Sharing one of his most cherished
memories, Mr. Singh said, “In a build-
ing fire incident at Kalkaji, a girl and
her dog were trapped inside their
house. I entered the premises as my
colleagues extinguished the flames
around me. I managed to save both
the lives that day.”

“Whenever a big incident hap-
pens, I feel hurt if T am not part of the
rescue operation,” said Mr. Singh.

Even on his off days, if he hears a
siren, Mr. Singh comes running from
the staff quarters to check what hap-
pened. “My children ask me to stay
away from major fires but I cannot

. == The family of fire operator Amit Baliyan, who died
'm during a rescue operation at Peeragarhiin Udyog
Nagar, in Delhi.

= SANDEEP SAXENA

stop myself if there is a big incident,”
he said, adding, “It has often hap-
pened that a lot of my colleagues
have cut down on their leaves only to
be part of a major rescue operation.”

‘Tough as the Army’

For fire operator Manjeet Rana, 34,
posted at Kirti Nagar fire station, it
was a choice between the Army or
the fire service. “Due to some docu-
mentation issues, I couldn’t make it
to the Army but thankfully I got
through as a fireman,” he said.

Mr. Rana, who was also part of the
Peeragarhi rescue operation last year,
said that it became his most impor-
tant mission ever since he joined the
service two years ago. “After the
building collapsed, I remained under
the debris for several hours and was
rescued around noon. All my veins
were blocked. My left ‘eye and right
shoulder had to be operated upon. I
still struggle with body pain,” he said.

Mr. Rana said once a fire call is

* made, a team reaches the location

and it has to quickly analyse the situa-
tion. “Usually, two teams are formed

"— one that does the firefighting and

the other that rescues the trapped
persons. We also have to ensure that
there is limited monetary loss due to
the blaze,” he said. ;

Often, ‘problems arise when the
fire engine is not able to enter the nar-

row lanes of a locality, in which case

the firemen extend the hose up to
several metres in order to reach the
spot, Mr. Rana said.

“A fireman dies either after being |
burnt or being crushed. All we have
in our defence is an extinguisher.
Does that make our job any less tough
than the Army?” he asked.

Narrow escape
Station officer Satyawan Singh, who
joined the service as a fire operator in
1990, said he doesn’t bother much
about getting burn injuries.

The 56-year-old, who was also part

- of the firefighting mission inside the

Peeragarhi factory along with Amit,
Mr. Singh, and Mr. Rana, said that the
explosion pushed, him aside and he
crashed into a wall, narrowly escap-
ing death. “All the heat and dust from
the blast affected my eyes and I was
not able to see anything but I some-
how I managed to escape safely along
with my equipment,” said Mr. Satya-
wan, a father of four children.

Hailing from Panipat in Haryana,
Mr. Satyawan works a-72-hour shift
before getting a 24-hour rest period.

Recalling another incident, he said
once a slum cluster near the Yamuna
caught fire and he, along with three
other firemen, carried out the rescue
operation. “By the time we had res-
cued all persons, the .blaze had
spread so much that all four of us had
to jump into the river to save our-
selves,” he said.

However, Mr. Satyawan claimed
that it was his passion to save lives of
people. “Jaise fauji border pe reh kar
hamare desh ki raksha karta hain,
vaise hi hum logon ki aag se suraksha
karte hain [Like the Army protects
the country from enemies, we pro-
tect people from fire].”

Amit, Mr. Singh, Mr. Rana, and Mr.
Satyawan are among the recipients of
this year’s President’s Fire Service
Medal for Gallantry for their com-
mendable work during the Peeragar-
hi fire incident.

The DFS chief agreed that the job |
of a fireman comes with its fair share

" of risks. “In Delhi, most buildings

function without an NOC (no objec-
tion certificate) and while the build-
ing may have been sanctioned for a
particular purpose, it is later revealed

" that some other work has been going

on all the while,” Mr. Garg said.
Often, multiple activities take place
inside a single building — “like a facto-
ry godown is set up on the first floor,
the workers cook their food on the se-
cond floor and the third floor is

.meant for them to take rest”, said Mr.

Garg, adding, “You never know when
or how a blast will oceur in the pro-

“perty in such cases.”
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Timings
DELHI
MONDAY, NOV. 15

RISE 06:44 SET 17:28

RISE 15:25 SET 02:56
TUESDAY, NOV. 16

RISE 06:45 SET 17:28

RISE 15:54 SET 03:50
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 17

RISE 06:45 SET 17:27

RISE 16:23 SET 04:44
Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 28 10
Safdarjang 28 10
Palam 27 13

Delhi Palam Today

27°C The pollution level will be
severe with dry weather.
Morning will be cool with
Shallow fog and mist. Day will
be comfortable.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow

26°C The weather wil be
comfortable with sever
pollution level. A cool morning
with shallow fog and mist turns
comfortable day.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.
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PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
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any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.
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Five injured in LPG blast
at JJ cluster in Azadpur
NEW DELHI

Five people sustained burn
injuries after an LPG cylinder
blast at a JJ cluster in
north-east Delhi's Azadpur,
the Delhi Fire Services said.
DFS chief Atul Garg said that
after receiving the fire call,
three fire tenders were
rushed to the spot. "An LPG
cylinder blast occurred in a
25-yard jhuggi injuring five
people. All of them have
been moved to a nearby
hospital while the cooling
operation continues,” Mr.
Garg said.

Virtual book
fair launched
for students

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

To inculcate reading habit
in students, the Delhi Go-
vernment has launched a
virtual book fair for Go-
vernment school students
where they can get their
desired books delivered to
their libraries.

Speaking at the launch
of the initiative on Sunday,
Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said that
the students will be able to
choose the best books for
their libraries, place online
orders on the publishers’
websites, and the books
will be delivered to the
schools.

“Books play an impor-
tant role in the all-round
development of children
and our aim is to provide
quality books to the chil-
dren studying in Govern-
ment schools. The online
platform of Virtual Mega
Book Fair will play an im-
portant role in this direc-
tion and children will be
able to access quality
books,” Mr. Sisodia said.

This year, Mr. Sisodia
said, the Delhi Govern-
ment has allocated 39
crore for 1,031 Government
schools to buy books that
not only serve as a source
of knowledge but also have
significant social and emo-
tional impact. He added
that the book fair allows
the teachers and students
to take a virtual tour by vis-
iting the website of the Di-
rectorate of Education and
choose from 8,000 books
by 220 publishers selected
for the fair.

‘Pandemic curve plummets,
‘corruption graph shoots up

Complaints filed till September-end surpass total plaints filed throughout 2020

JATIN ANAND
NEW DELHI

After witnessing a brief slow-
down following the advent
of the pandemic last year, al-
leged corruption in the ci-
ty’s Government depart-
ments appears to be back
with a vengeance.

The number of com-
plaints alleging graft against
officials posted in various
Government departments
received by the Anti-Corrup-
tion Branch (ACB) till the
end of September surpassed
the total number of com-
plaints filed with the ACB
throughout 2020 by over
12%, it stated in response to
a Right to Information query
from The Hindu.

From 180 in 2018, the to-
tal number of complaints al-
leging corruption received
by the ACB fell to 85 in 2019
and 56 in 2020. However, till
the end of September 2021,
as many as 63 complaints
have been recorded, regis-
tering an increase of 12.5%.

On the other hand, the
number of cases registered
on the basis of these com-
plaints as well as the num-
ber of Government officials
arrested for alleged graft
was found trailing by mere
single digits compared to
2020. But, no Government
official was convicted either
in 2020 or till September
this year.

The ACB had registered 12
cases of alleged graft and ar-
rested 11 Government offi-
cials in 2020. Till the end of
September 2021, a total of 11
cases have been registered
and 10 Government em-
ployees have been arrested.

From 2015 to September
30 this year, prominent de-
partments such as revenue
saw 15, Delhi Jal Board (DJB)

Noida STF team nabs two
kidnappers, rescues man

Victim was abducted for ransom

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Virus of corruption

Total number of complaints alleging corruption by
Government officials received by the ACB over the years:

2015
2016
2017

Total cases registered, arrests

filed against and convictions of officials from prominent

Convictions

Government departments:

Cases Challans
registered | filed

260
247
2018 [ 180
2019 I 35
2020 56
2021 63 *(till September 30)

Total number of
complaints of graft
received by the ACB
against Government officials:

Total number of

Epal challans filed in court
by the ACB against
Government officials:

Total number of cases

registered by the ACB

made, court challans

Revenue 15 18 18 2
Excise 1 1 5 1
PWD 6 8 9 1
DJB 1 3 21 Nil
Health 9 10 Nil 2
Civic body 8 28 1 1
Education 10 4 10 1
Transport 7 Nil 2 Nil
DTC 2 2 1 1

Data from 2015 to September 30, 2021

11, education 10, health 9
and the municipal corpora-
tions of Delhi 8 cases regis-
tered against their em-
ployees by the anti-graft
body.

Few convictions

The most number of arrests,
21, were of DJB officials fol-
lowed by 18 of Revenue De-
partment, 11 civic body, and
10 Education Department
officials. However, as many
as 11 civic body employees
were convicted during the
period compared to only
two officials, each, from the
Revenue and Health Depart-
ments and one each from
departments, including Ex-
cise, PWD and Education.
Not even a single DJB official
was convicted during the
period.

Of the total number of
1,212 complaints alleging
graft received by it from
2015 till September this year,
100 or 8.25% were convert-
ed into cases. Court challans
— a pre-requisite for a trial -
were filed in 106 or 8.75%
cases. Arrests were made in
90 or 7.43% of the cases and
convictions secured in 23 or
1.9%.

The ACB, created in 1975,
was envisioned as a police
station with jurisdiction ‘all
over the National Capital
Territory of Delhi’ and man-
dated with the investigation
of offences under the Pre-
vention of Corruption Act
(1988).

In addition to the power
to conduct inquiries against
public servants of the Delhi
Government and depart-

NEW DELHI

Total number of
Government
employees arrested
by the ACB for alleged
corruption:

Total number of
Government officials
convicted for
corruption:

GHAZIABAD

A man was rescued from
a car by the Noida Spe-
cial Task Force (STF) af-
ter he was allegedly kid-
napped for ransom, the
police said on Sunday.

The Noida STF freed
Amit Kumar, a resident
of Bulandshahr district
and currently living in
Ghaziabad, from the
clutches of the abduc-
tors, Additional Superin-
tendent of Police (ASP)
Raj Kumar Mishra at-
tached to the Noida STF
said.

On Saturday evening,
the STF team arrested
two men near Hindan
Bridge under the Teela

Mod police station limits.
They were identified as
Jasbir alias Kaloo and Yo-
gesh who were taking Mr.
Kumar in a car and were
searching for a safe place
to hide him for extorting
ransom, the police offic-
er said.

Kaloo confessed to
committing several
crimes like looting and
attempt to murder, in-
cluding smuggling of illi-
cit arms from Indore
with his neighbour Sha-
ka’s help. A police un-
iform, a countrymade
pistol of .32 bore, five live
cartridges and a car used
for the kidnapping were
seized, Mr. Mishra ad-
ded.

Govt. proposes RO water
ATMs in JJ clusters

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

People living in JJ clusters
in Delhi will not have to
stand in queues for long
for water tankers as the
Government plans to in-
stall around 1,000 RO
water vending machines
there by the end of next
year, which will operate
round the clock.

The water ATMs will
be installed on the exist-
ing tube wells at Govern-
ment facilities, such as

those belonging to the
Delhi Urban Shelter Im-
provement Board, a Go-
vernment official said.

“The work on the pro-
ject will get under way by
April 2022 and will be
completed by December
2022,” the official said.

These water dispens-
ing systems will gradual-
ly replace tankers which
cause a lot of inconve-
nience to people dwell-
ing in such clusters, he
said.

The Capital recorded one
death and 36 new COVID-19
cases in the last 24 hours, ac-
cording to a health bulletin re-
leased by the Delhi Govern-
ment on Sunday.

The Government conduct-
ed 54,161 tests in the same pe-
riod with a positivity rate of
0.7%. There are 349 active CO-

against Government
officials:

Data from 2015 to
September 30, 2021

SOURCE: ANTI-CORRUPTION BRANCH (ACB)

ments under the L-G, the
ACB, till mid-2015, had the
power to probe graft com-
plaints against officials post-
ed in departments such as
the Delhi Police and the
DDA, if the instances of al-
leged graft unfolded within
the borders of the Capital.

Powers curtailed
Between 2014 and 2015,
back-to-back directives were
issued by the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) effec-
tively curtailing its ambit
and power to investigate
graft complaints against offi-
cials employed by the Cen-
tral Government.

Sources said the seeming-
ly ‘low’ complaint-to-case
conversion ratio was due to
this ‘change in the remit’ of
the anti-graft body.

Capital reports 36 fresh
COVID-19 cases, 1 death

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

VID cases in Delhi, of whom
158 are in home isolation.

Under the vaccination
drive, 1,13,420 beneficiaries
were administered the vaccine
in the last 24 hours, of whom
38,043 received their first
dose.

A total of 2,12,39,154 benefi-
ciaries have been vaccinated
so far, of whom 79,24,806
have received both doses.

HC seeks details of pending
cases before consumer forum

Direction came on plea by a man who had filed a case in 2007

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

After coming across an insu-
rance claim case that re-
mained undecided before a
consumer forum here for
over 14 years, the Delhi High
Court, taking a strong view,
has called for records of oth-
er similar cases pending be-
fore the forum and their sta-
tus.

Justice Prathiba M. Singh
also directed the District
Consumer Dispute Redres-
sal Forum (West), Janakpuri,
Delhi, where the insurance
claim case was pending, to
decide it before December
20.

The court’s direction
came while hearing a plea of
a man who came aggrieved
that the District Consumer
Dispute Redressal Forum
(West), Janakpuri, has, till
date, not decided his con-
sumer complaint, which
was filed in 2007.

The man had lost his son,
who was just 13 years of age,
and had filed a consumer
complaint seeking compen-
sation against the Em-
ployees State Insurance Cor-
poration (ESIC) and the
Employees State Insurance
Hospital. The father’s case
was that there was medical

negligence, which led to the
demise of his young son.

Fast-track cases
“Such cases ought to be ad-
judicated expeditiously and
with alacrity. This delay of
14 years has taken place des-
pite the parties having con-
cluded evidence within one
year of the filing of the com-
plaint, because the forum
has not finally heard the
matter and passed the final
judgment. There can be no
justification for such a long
delay in finally hearing the
matter,” Justice Singh said.
During the hearing, the
lawyers representing both
sides raised various grie-
vances about the manner in
which the forum is function-
ing, besides the issue of de-
lay in this specific case.

They submitted that the
consumer forum does not
assemble on time and on
several occasions, presiding
officers do not hold court.
They also submitted that on
most occasions, proceed-
ings are not held for the en-
tire duration of the working
hours.

Moreover, counsel of
both sides informed the
High Court that the vacan-
cies in the consumer forum
have now been filled and the
requisite quorum is availa-
ble for hearing the matters.

Cause for concern

Taking note of the submis-
sion made by the counsel,
Justice Singh said the man-
ner of functioning of the
consumer forum was a
“cause for consternation”.

The court called for a list
of cases or complaints pend-
ing for final hearing from
the forum, Janakpuri.

The High Court also
asked about the status of va-
cancies of presiding officers,
including chairperson and
members of the consumer
forum, and if there was any
infrastructural require-
ments.

It will hear the case again
on January 6 next year.

Haryana petrol pump owners
to go on day-long strike today

Their demands include reduction in VAT, hike in commission

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

The petrol pump owners in
Haryana have announced a
24-hour-long strike from
Monday morning seeking re-
duction in the value added
tax (VAT) on diesel and pe-
trol to bring the rates on par
with Punjab and an increase
in the dealers’ commission,
among other things.

Around 6,000 petrol
pumps are expected to re-
main shut from 6 a.m. on the
call given by the All-Haryana
Petroleum Dealers Associa-
tion and the Petroleum Deal-
ers Welfare Association of
Haryana.

Rakesh Kumar, vice-presi-
dent, All-Haryana Petroleum
Dealer Association, told The
Hindu that one of their four
demands is a curb on the il-
legal use of base oil as motor
fuel. “The illegal use not on-
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A banner put up at a petrol
pump in Gurugram on
Sunday. =AsHOK KUMAR

ly causes financial loss to the
dealers due to fall in de-
mand but also damages
parts of vehicles and is high-
ly polluting.”

Huge loss

He also said the Government
had reduced the excise duty
and the VAT on petrol and
diesel without prior notice
causing huge loss to them on

their existing stock and de-
manded compensation for
it.

A dealer, on the condition
of anonymity, said fuel re-
tailers operating at wafer
thin margins were subjected
to sudden price shocks of
around 12 per litre on pe-
trol and diesel.

On the other demands,
Mr. Kumar said, “In 2017, the
Government promised to in-
crease the dealers’ commis-
sion every six months but
has not kept its word nar-
rowing our margins. The
costs have escalated but the
commission has not been in-
creased. Also, the diesel and
petrol in Punjab are cheaper
compared to Haryana, caus-
ing loss to the owners in the
border areas. The Haryana
Government must reduce
VAT to bring it on par with
Punjab.”

HINDUSTAN AERONAUTICS LIMITED

(A Govt. of India Enterprise)

CIN:L35301KA1963G01001622
FACILITIES MANAGEMENT DIVISION

BANGALORE-560017

NOTICE FOR PUBLIC E-AUCTION OF LAND
Auction No. & Date: FMD/AM/2021 Dtd: 15.11.2021

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL), Facilities Management Division invites
application from interested Bidders for participation in the bidding for the
Public Auction of land measuring 1.45 acres at Oaklipuram near the Bangalore
City Railway Station, Bangalore. For more details regarding the property
and the process of participation in the bidding, please visit HAL website
www.hal-india.co.in or https://eproc.hal-india.co.in/[HALAUCTION/

Auction (Online Bidding) Date & Time: 22.12.2021 1000-1500 Hrs.

KEVAT

Supported by

A Patient Navigation Program

TMC in collaboration with TISS offers
a one year Post Graduate Diploma Course in Patient Navigation

The course intends to create — a specialized workforce of trained professionals
to help patients manage their medical experience, co-ordinate their care with
clinical team and assist them with navigation in complex multi-step medical
system. The navigators would also be empowered to address a multitude of
patient needs including communication and counselling.

TATA TRUSTS

Course Duration: 1 year, Full-time

Course Fees: Rs. 25,000 for the entire course

Apply online at: https://tmc.gov.in

Last Date of Online Applications: 30" November, 2021

For more details, visit our website https://tmc.gov.in or call 022 24177296,

+91 8355971702.

You may also write to us at platinumjubileekevat@gmail.com
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PROGRAMMES

(3 years, Full time programmes)

BIRLA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

{Deemed to be University under Section 3 of UGC Act, 1956)

Mesra, Ranchi — 835215, INDIA
NOIDA CAMPUS

A-T, Sector-1 (Near Sector — 15 Metro Station), Noida 201301 (U.P)

SPECIAL ROUND OF ADMISSIONS - 2021

SPECIALIZATIONS/ELECTIVES

BBA

Finance, IT, Marketing, and HR

BCA

Programming Languages. Software
Development,Data Analytics (R/Python) etc

B.Sc.

(Animation & Multimedia)

LAST DATE TO APPLY - 25th NOVEMBER, 2021
Please visit www.bitmesra.ac.in for eligibility details and

online application form.
CONTACT : 99719746336 | 9871090589 | 9971120054

E-Mail : bithoida@bitmesra.ac.in

2D Animation, 3D Modeling & Animation,
Game Design, Digital Film Making.
Compaositing & VFx & Graphics Design.
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Panel will probe AIADMK
regime’s irregularities: Stalin

The guilty will be brought to book, says Chief Minister

Haryana schools
near Delhi
border closed

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

The Haryana Government
on Sunday ordered closure
of schools, both govern-
ment and private, in four
districts neighbouring Del-
hi for three days in view of
high level of air pollution.
The Government and priv-
ate offices have also been
advised to allow work from
home during this period,
besides announcing a host
of other measures with im-
mediate effect.

In a two-page order,
Chief Secretary Vijai Vard-
han ordered that all
schools would remain shut
in Gurugram, Faridabad,
Sonipat and Jhajjar dis-
tricts of the State till No-
vember 17 with the aim to
curb air pollution.

With the objective of re-
ducing vehicular traffic by
one-third, government and
private offices have also
been advised to allow em-
ployees to work from
home. The order said that
there would be a ban on all
kinds of construction and
development  activities
during the period. The
burning of trash by munici-
pal bodies, stubble burn-
ing and manual sweeping
of roads is not allowed.

Congress’s bid to woo upper
“caste comes a cropper in Bihar

Party has to revamp Bihar unit, make connect with traditional voters, feel many

AMARNATH TEWARY
PATNA
After the Congress lost the
two Assembly bypolls in Bi-
har on November 2, with
both the seats being retained
by the ruling JD(U), political
circles are abuzz with ques-
tions on whether the former
was losing ground in its bid
to woo the upper caste vo-
ters and what would be its
future strategy in the State.
Coming out of the Maha-
gathbandhan (grand al-
liance), the Congress had
fielded candidates on both
the seats — one of them was
from an upper caste — and
both lost their security depo-
sits. The party had even sent
former Jawaharlal Nehru Un-
iversity Students’ Union pre-
sident Kanhaiya Kumar, who
belongs to the upper caste
Bhumihar community, for
campaigning. Both the can-
didates came at fourth place.
A good number of the Bi-
har Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee members, including
its president Madan Mohan
Jha, come from upper caste.
At Tarapur bypoll, the party
had fielded an upper caste
candidate, Rajesh Kumar

N
‘9

——

Bihar Pradesh Congress chief
Madan Mohan Jha. =

Mishra, but he polled a mere
3,590 votes with a vote share
of just 2.2%. At the tradition-
al seat of Kusheshwarsthan
(reserved seat) from where
senior Congress leader Ash-
ok Kumar had polled 34,265
votes and had lost to the JD
(U) candidate by a little over
7,000 voters in the 2020 As-
sembly polls, his son Atirek
Kumar polled only 4.28%
votes.

When asked why the up-
per caste voters didn’t vote
for the Congress candidate
in Tarapur, Bimal Chandra
Singh, a Rajput transport bu-
sinessman, told The Hindu,
“We didn’t want to lose our
vote.”

“The Congress leaders are
seen only during the elec-
tion time. And for the rest of
period, they indulge only in
making statements or in in-
tra-party infighting,” he
added.

In Kusheshwarsthan,
where the upper caste voters
have negligible presence, Sa-
tya Prakash Jha said, “The
Congress has to revamp its
Bihar unit and start working
at the ground level while
making a connection with its
traditional voters.”

‘Shifted to BJP’

“Since the party has been
with the RJD and the Yadav
caste in the grand alliance
for so long, the upper caste
vote bank of the Congress
has shifted to the BJP. Now
the party has to do a rigo-
rous overhauling to make its
presence felt in the State,”
added his friend Ritesh
Anand.

“The Congress’s show at
both the seats was a poor re-
flection of how the party has
failed miserably in wooing
the upper caste voters in the
State. Kanhaiya Kumar may
deliver an impressive speech
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but he is not a guarantee to
get our votes for the Con-
gress. The party has to con-
nect with the grassroot lead-
ers and voters,” Rajesh Singh
from Tarapur Bazaar said.

Political observers too
agree that the BPCC has lost
connection with its tradi-
tional upper caste voters af-
ter its association with par-
ties like the RJD. “Congress
may have some long term
plan for Bihar like U.P. to go
alone in the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections and expand its
base but first the party has to
regain its vote share of the
upper castes and connect
with the voters at ground le-
vel,” political observer Ajay
Kumar said.

“After its poor perfor-
mance in the 2020 Assembly
elections (the party won on-
ly 19 out of the 70 contested
seats under the grand al-
liance) and in the bypolls,
the Congress has to take an
urgent call to revive its base.
The party has taken a tough
stand by coming out of the
alliance,” retired professor
of Patna University and polit-
ical commentator Nawal
Kishore Choudhury said.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
said on Sunday that a com-
mission would be constitut-
ed to probe the irregularities
said to have been committed
by the previous ATADMK go-
vernment.

Making this statement in
response to a question on
the Opposition’s criticism of
his government’s handling of
the floods, he told reporters
that he was “not concerned”
about the Opposition’s take
on the functioning of his go-
vernment. “For all their
atrocities and wrongful acts,
a commission will be consti-
tuted, as soon as the rain is
over, to find out where mis-
takes were committed. The
guilty will be brought to
book.”

‘Working for people’
“My job is to work for peo-
ple. This is why they gave us
a huge victory. Our policy is
to serve not only those who
voted for us but also those
who did not vote for us,” he
added.

On the damage in the
Cauvery delta districts, Mr.
Stalin said a group of Minis-

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin distributing relief materials at
Chetpet. =r.RrAGU

ters, headed by Cooperation
Minister I. Periyasamy, had
been formed to assess the sit-
uation. Its report was expect-
ed in a day or two. “Once the
assessment has been com-
pleted, we will send a report
to the Prime Minister. If re-
quired, Ministers and MPs
will meet the Prime Minister
to make the request for aid.”

To another question, he
said he would visit Kanniya-
kumari on Monday to assess
the damage. For the eighth
day in succession, the Chief
Minister visited the affected
areas, covering parts of the
Villivakkam, Thiru Vi Ka Na-
gar, Kolathur and Egmore

Assembly constituencies, ac-
cording to an official release.

Mr. Stalin distributed re-
lief materials to residents at
many places.

Among those who accom-
panied him were Public
Works Minister E.V. Velu,
Hindu Religious and Charita-
ble Endowments Minister
P.K. Sekar Babu, Central
Chennai MP Dayanidhi Ma-
ran, Commissioner of the
Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion Gagandeep Singh Bedi
and coordinating officer for
north Chennai and Principal
Secretary for Higher Educa-
tion D. Karthikeyan, the re-
lease said.

Odisha steps up drive against hemp cultivation

Malkangiri destroyed cannabis grown over 250 acres in the past one week
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SATYASUNDAR BARIK
BHUBANESWAR

Stepping up the crackdown
against cannabis cultivation
in Odisha, the Malkangiri dis-
trict administration has des-
troyed cannabis hemp plants
grown over 250 acres within
the past one week.

“In continuation of the
special drive against ganja
cultivation, a team of Muduli-
pada police station has des-
troyed hemp plants cultivat-
ed in about 65 acres of land
in the Badadural area. We
will continue our drive by
spreading out to cultivation
areas in other parts of the
district,” said Prahlad Sahai
Meena, Malkangiri Superin-
tendent of Police.

The police destroyed
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District administration officials destroying cannabis plants in

Malkangiri. =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

about 65,000 plants.

Worst-hit area

Malkangiri continues to be
the worst-affected district as
far as the presence of Left-
Wing Extremism is con-

cerned. The cannabis cultiv-
ation is taken up clandestine-
ly deep in the forest. Illicit
cultivation is flourishing in
remote areas with the sup-
port of Left ultras.

In separate drives taken

up in Kalimela, Chitrakonda
and Mathili police station li-
mits of the district, a total of
1,89,000 hemp plants were
felled and set on fire in 135
acres of land at three places
Rajulukonda (Chitrakonda),
Tekguda (Kalimela) and Gu-
majharam (Mathili).

Similarly,  Chitrakonda
police also destroyed hemp
plants at Rajulkonda-Bangur-
Rekhapalli area, cultivated
on about over 70 acres. Dur-
ing this process, almost
98,000 cannabis plants were
destroyed. Odisha is one of
the leading ganja (cannabis)
producing States in India. In
2019-20, hemp plants were
destroyed in 18,295 acres, it
went up to 23,538 acres in 10
districts in 2020-21.

Two women athletes go missing in Assam

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Two kickboxers are among
five women who have been
missing in central and east-
ern Assam for a week.

A statement issued by the
United Liberation Front of
Asom-Independent, which
has extended its cessation of
operations, has indicated
they may have left home to
join the outfit in its hideout
in Myanmar.

The families of the wo-
men have lodged missing
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complaints after a video
showing them trekking in-
side a forest was posted on
social media. The video
showed Nayanmani Chetia
of Tinsukia district and Sabi-
ta Chetia of Dhemaji district
— both had taken part in na-
tional-level kickboxing
events — and three others
from as many districts.
Nayanmani’s brother told
local TV channels that she
had gone out saying she
would be participating in a
tournament with the other

girls. Her husband works in
the State police and they
have a six-year-old son, he
said.

“We are working on the
complaint and trying to
trace her,” Tinsukia’s SP De-
bajit Deuri told The Hindu
on Sunday. His counterparts
in the other districts said the
mobile phones of the wo-
men have been switched off.

There was speculation
that the women were joining
the ULFA-I, which issued a
statement on Saturday say-

ing “it is normal for people
to join us because of our goal
and ideals”.

A senior police officer said
there have been several cas-
es of young people leaving
their families to join extre-
mist groups.

While some get caught on
the way to the hideouts of
such groups, some are ar-
rested later.

“A few have surrendered
after running away or quit
the groups they joined,” he
said.

Isolated heavy rain may persist
in several districts of Tamil Nadu

Wet weather likely for another week, says Met department

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

The rain pounding Kanniya-
kumari district and its neigh-
bouring areas may abate
slightly from Monday.

The Meteorological De-
partment has issued an
orange alert for the district
and a few others along the
Western Ghats, as they may
receive heavy to very heavy
rain in one or two places.

In the past 24 hours, end-
ing 8.30 a.m. on Sunday, ma-
ny places in Kanniyakumari
district received intense rain-
fall. The Perunchani and
Puthan dams in Kanniyaku-
mari district received 22 cm
of rainfall each.

Wet weather may conti-
nue over the State for anoth-
er week. On Monday, many
places in the State are likely
to receive light to moderate
rainfall.

Besides Kanniyakumari,
the Nilgiris, Theni, Dindigul
and Tiruppur districts are
likely to get rainfall of very
heavy intensity. Sixteen oth-
er districts, including Chen-
galpattu, Kancheepuram,

e
Some areas in Chennai may
receive light or moderate rain
till Tuesday. =pmi

Ranipet, Cuddalore and
Erode, have prospects of
heavy rain in one or two
places.

There may be a slight dip
in the coverage of rainfall in
the State on Tuesday and
Wednesday. Chennai, which
witnessed extreme rainfall
episodes, may experience a
break, as the department has
forecast light or moderate
rain in some areas till Tues-
day.

Meanwhile, the low-pres-
sure area over the central
parts of the Andaman Sea is
likely to become well marked
over north Andaman Sea and

southeast Bay of Bengal by
Monday. It may continue to
move over the Bay of Bengal,
and further intensify into a
depression over west-central
Bay of Bengal by November
17 and reach south Andhra
Pradesh coast around No-
vember 18.

S. Balachandran, deputy
director general of meteorol-
ogy, Chennai, said strong
westerly winds and a shear
zone had led to such severe
rainfall in the Kanniyakumari
region. On the next weather
system, he said the depart-
ment was monitoring its
movement. The impact over
Tamil Nadu will depend on
its movement and how it
gains strength.

Water release from reser-
voirs has been reduced con-
siderably. While water dis-
charge from the reservoirs in
Red Hills, Cholavaram and
Chembarambakkam has
been brought down to 500
cubic feet per second and
400 cusecs respectively,
about 6,000 cusecs are being
let out from the Poondi reser-
voir, as inflow has decreased.
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Shutter of Cheruthoni dam opened

Police biased towards
YSRCP, says Naidu
VIJAYAWADA

TDP national president N.
Chandrababu Naidu has said
the police are biased towards
YSRCP and sought to know
why they did not take into
custody the YSRCP leaders
who were “caught red handed
while distributing cash to the
voters in Kuppam."

Mild tremors felt in
many areas of Vizag
VISAKHAPATNAM

Mild tremors were felt by the
people of many areas of the
city for a few seconds on
Sunday. The quake,
measuring 1.8 magnitude on
the Richter scale, was
recorded at 714 a.m., ata
depth of about 5 km in the
sea, off the Visakhapatnam
coast, said a spokesman of
the Cyclone Warning Centre.

Mullaperiyar dam
water level at
140.15 ft, shutters
may be opened

A CORRESPONDENT
IDUKKI

The number 3 shutter of the
Cheruthoni dam of Idukki re-
servoir was opened by 40 cm
to release 40 to 50 cusecs of
water in the wake of in-
creased inflow following rain
on Sunday. The shutter was
raised at 2 p.m. However, the
water level continued to rise
and it reached the red alert
level at 6 p.m.

The red alert level is
2,399.03 ft, with the upper
rule level at 2,400.03 ft (the
full reservoir level is 2,403
ft). The water level was
2,399.04 ft at 6 p.m.

Water Resources Minister
Roshy Augustine said that
the early opening of the dam
shutter before the water
reached the upper rule level

il

In spate: Water gushing out of the Idukki reservoir when a
shutter of the Cheruthoni dam was opened on Sunday.

was to regulate the water le-
vel in view of the increased
inflow. The shutter was
opened when the water level
reached 2398.90 ft.

“If needed, 100 cusecs of

water will be released,” he
said, adding that it depended
on the rainfall in the catch-
ment area and the inflow in-
to the reservoir.

Role of southern States key in
country’s development: Shah

STAFF REPORTER
TIRUPATI

Union Minister of Home and
Cooperation Amit Shah on
Sunday said the ancient cul-
ture, traditions and languag-
es of southern States en-
riched the country’s culture
and legacy. “India’s develop-
ment can’t be imagined
without the very important
contribution of the States of
southern India,” he said.

Mr. Shah, who chaired the
29th meeting of the South-
ern Zonal Council here, said
the Narendra Modi Govern-
ment would respect all re-
gional languages. He said he
would be happy to see dele-
gates feeling free to speak in
the languages of their States
in the future.

He said the States should

Union Home Minister Amit Shah participating in the Southern
Zonal Council meeting held at Tirupati on Sunday.

use the zonal councils for
amicably settling inter-State
disputes and promoting
cooperative federalism.

Second dose vaccination

He asked the States to speed
up the second dose CO-
VID-19 vaccination at the
sub-division level. The Chief
Ministers and the official ma-

chinery should monitor the
progress, he said.

Mr. Shah said the Govern-
ment of India had initiated
the work for amendment of
the IPC, the CrPC, and the
Evidence Act.

States should submit their
inputs for the amendments
by involving officials and ex-
perts, he said.

According to the Minister,
one generator, which was
under repair, will be func-
tioning again from Sunday
evening. It would help in in-
creased power generation at
the Moolamattom power
house and regulate the water
level in the reservoir.

Meanwhile, the water le-
vel in the Mullaperiyar dam

on the upstream is also rising
despite Tamil Nadu increas-
ing the tunnel discharge
from 556 cusecs to 1,867 cu-
secs on Sunday morning.
There was an average inflow
of 3,262 cusecs.

The water level at 4 p.m
was 140.15 ft. The upper rule
level till November 20 is 141
ft. The maximum water level
is 142 ft.

Tamil Nadu issued the first
flood warning when the wa-
ter level reached 140 ft at 9
a.m.

Idukki Collector Sheeba
George said that there is a
possibility of opening the
spillway shutters of the Mul-
laperiyar dam and the re-
lease of water to the Periyar.
She said that those living
close to the river bank
should take precautionary
measures.

The official said 46.8 mm
of rainfall was recorded in
the catchment area of Idukki
dam on Sunday morning.

three-year-old

2 killed as rain

continues to

lash Kerala

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Heavy rain continued to
drench Kerala districts on
Sunday, even as the India

Meteorological  Depart-
ment warned districts to
expect more rain till
Tuesday.

On Sunday, a 75-year-old

{ woman drowned in the

Neyyar river in Thiruva-
nanthapuram district. A
boy
drowned in a canal at Ve-
lukkara in Thrissur district.
Both the bodies have been
recovered.

Chief Minister Pinarayi

Vijayan, who held a meet-

ing to discuss the weather
situation, appealed to the
people to remain vigilant.

Karnataka objects to violation
of water tribunal awards

Centre urged not to give clearances to such projects

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Reiterating the demand for
Karnataka’s rightful share in
Cauvery, Krishna and Pen-
nar basins in the Godavari-
Cauvery link project, Karna-
taka Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Sunday urged
the Centre not to give statu-
tory clearances to large-
scale permanent projects
planned for utilising surplus
waters in violation of water
tribunal awards.

“Though the shares of co-
basin States have not been

decided in the Godavari-

Cauvery link, Tamil Nadu
has been going ahead with
the Cauvery-Vaigai-Gundar

‘Tiger tourism’ on Nallamala Hills

Package includes cottage stay, educational tour, jungle safari and forest trek

SWATHI VADLAMUDI
MANNANUR

The lush green hills of Nalla-
mala are now open for tou-
rists to explore and learn
from, thanks to the eco-tou-
rism package announced by
the  Telangana  Forest
Department.

Safari ride into the Amra-
bad Tiger Reserve, which
had been a minor sojourn
for the pilgrims bound for
the Srisailam temple, will be
part of the ‘Tiger Stay Pack-
age’ which is set to begin
from November 17. The pack-
age includes cottage stay,
educational tour, jungle safa-
ri, and forest trek up to the
Umamaheshwaram Temple,
exclusive of food. Pricing
starts from 34,600 for two,
and goes up to 17,000 for 12
members. More the number,
better the bargain.

On the first day, the tou-
rists arriving at the CBET

Cottages for tourists at Mannanur, inside the Amrabad Tiger
Reserve in Nagarkurnool district. =6. RAMAKRISHNA

(Community Based Eco Tou-
rism) resort of Mannanur,
about 143 km from Hydera-
bad, around noon will be ap-
prised of the Forest Depart-
ment’s initiatives, which
include a tour to the health
clinic, interpretation centre,
plastic recycling centre, bio-
logical lab and others.
Jungle safari will follow,

taking tourists through the
verdant forest paths up to
the Farhabad view point,
with ample opportunity for
wildlife photography with-
out any additional charge.
Youth from the local
Chenchu tribe will accompa-
ny the tourists on the ride
and explain about the cul-
ture of the particularly vul-

Religious fervour marks
Kalpathy chariot festival

Designated men who are vaccinated pulled the ropes

STAFF REPORTER
PALAKKAD

Chariots rolled along the
narrow lanes of Kalpathy
heritage village in Palakkad
on Sunday, bringing back
the centuries-old religious
fervour that the Tamil Brah-
min village used to enjoy.

The concerns of large sec-
tions of Kalpathy residents
over uncertainties about tak-
ing out the chariots died
down when three small cha-
riots of major deities came
out bedecked.

They were pulled with the
help of large ropes by a
group of designated men
who had taken two doses of
COVID vaccines and had
tested negative for the virus.
Rain too stayed away bring-
ing cheer to the devotees.
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Decked up: Decorated temple chariots at the annual Kalpathy

chariot festival in Palakkad on Sunday. =«.k. MmusTAFAH

It was in 2019 that the cha-
riot festival had taken place
last in Kalpathy. Last year,
COVID-19 had taken the
sheen off the festival by re-
ducing it to a symbolic one.

»

This year, only the people
of Kalpathy were allowed to
take part in the fest. The pol-
ice blocked several access
points and restricted peo-
ple’s entry to Kalpathy.

nerable tribal group (PVTG),
besides providing assistance
in spotting the wild animals.

The trek is not for the
weak-limbed though. Part of
itis in the rough, rock strewn
terrain which presents a for-
midable challenge to the
knee joints.

Chenchu guides

The effort is amply reward-
ing, majorly due to the pre-
sence of the Chenchu guides
who slide into their new
roles effortlessly, stopping at
every occasional tree to ex-
plain its significance and the
symbiotic relationships it
promotes.

Breaking the ice with
these unassuming guides
will open the portals to great
learning, as they could come
up with most interesting
facts and more about the
wild which even the forest
officials may not be aware of.

link which is inadmissible in
law. The Karnataka Govern-
ment has urged the Centre
not to approve the proposal
of Tamil Nadu for taking up
the Cauvery-Vaigai-Gundar
link as an advance action in
anticipation of the realisa-
tion of the Godavari-Krish-
na-Pennar-Cauvery-Vaigai-
Gundar link project,” Mr.
Bommai said in his address
at the 29th Southern Zonal
Council meeting at Tirupati
on Sunday.

The Chief Minister sought
the rightful share for Karna-
taka as was done in the case
of Godavari diversion to
Krishna river under the Po-
lavaram project.

With respect to construc-
tion of Rajiv Gandhi Sanga-
ma Banda barrage by Telan-
gana, he said that Karnataka
opposed the project as it will
utilise the remaining water
in the guise of savings which
will come for review in
2050. Karnataka also urged
the removal of inter-State
differences in renewable
energy tariffs for creating a
level playing field. The CM
said though Karnataka is the
only State to achieve the re-
newable purchase obliga-
tion targets of the Centre, it’s
not able to exploit great po-
tential because of low tariffs
that make it unviable for in-
vestors.

Congress to go solo in

¢ The Congress will contest all
© 403 seats in the 2022 Uttar
¢ Pradesh polls on its own and
: emerge victorious in the
. electoral battle, party leader
¢ Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said
¢ on Sunday.

Ruling out an alliance

¢ with any political party, she
i said the leaders of the Sa-
: majwadi Party (SP) and the
¢ Bahujan Samaj Party (SP)
: were nowhere to be seen
¢ even when the 2017 Unnao
i rape case and the Hathras
. gangrape-and-murder case
© in 2020 rocked the country,
¢ adding that only the Con-
i gress was fighting for the
i people.

Addressing the

party

¢ cadre at the Pratigya Sam-
: melan -
¢ Anoopshahr here, the Con-
: gress
i stressed on the importance
¢ of the Uttar Pradesh polls for

Lakshya 2022 in

general secretary

Principal Meera Jackson,

: alias Mini Jackson, was ar-
¢ rested for failure to report
¢ the assault on the Class XII
¢ student to the police, said T.
¢ Jayachandran, Deputy Com-
: missioner of Police (Law
¢ and Order).

Police sources said she

: was arrested under Section
© 21 (2) (punishment for fai-
¢ lure to report or record a
. case) of the Protection of
¢ Children from Sexual Of-
¢ fences (POCSO) Act.

The teacher, Mithun

Chakravarthy, 31, was held

U.P. polls, says Priyanka

Party to contest all 403 Assembly seats

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
{ BULANDSHAHR

the party, calling it a “do-or-
die” situation.

Emphasising that the
electoral contest can only be
won by strengthening the
party at the booth level, she
called upon the Congress
workers to bolster the booth
committees.

‘Post all party activities’
Priyanka Gandhi asked the
Congress workers to be ac-
tive on social media and post
all party activities on various
social networking platforms.

Taking a jibe at the ruling
BJP, she said the party has
no respect for the freedom
movement as its leaders did
not shed blood and sweat
for the country’s indepen-
dence, and added that only
leaders such as Mahatma
Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru,
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
and B.R. Ambedkar envi-
sioned freedom for the
country.

School principal arrested

. STAFF REPORTER

{ COIMBATORE

i The Coimbatore city police
: on Sunday arrested the
¢ principal of a private school
i after a 17-year-old girl ended
¢ her life on Thursday alleging
¢ sexual assault by one of her
: teachers.

on Friday under Section
306 (abetment of suicide) of
the Indian Penal Code, Sec-
tion 9 (I) (whoever commits
sexual assault on the child
more than once or repeat-
edly), read with 10 (punish-
ment for aggravated sexual
assault), of the POCSO Act.

Mr. Jayachandran, who
questioned Meera Jackson,
along with DCP (Crime) E.S.
Uma, for several hours since
the morning, said the inves-
tigation would cover wheth-
er the girl was sexually as-
saulted by anyone else and
whether there were other
reasons for her death by
suicide

(Those in distress or hav-
ing suicidal tendencies
could seek help and coun-
selling by dialling ‘Sneha’
24X7 helpline at
044-24640050.)

Setting a record: On Children's Day, RealPage India created a Guinness World Record for the longest line of shoes at Gachibowli

stadium in Hyderabad. The 30,000 pairs of shoes will be donated to Telangana Government school students. =c6. RAMAKRISHNA

March to Syro-Malabar
church headquarters

Protesting the recent circular on Mass

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

Members of the archdiocese
of  Ernakulam-Angamaly,
who are demanding a con-
tinuation of the practice of
the celebration of the Mass
with the celebrant (priest)
facing the congregation
throughout the ceremonies,
marched to the headquar-
ters of the Syro-Malabar

Church at St. Thomas
Mount, Kakkanad, on
Sunday.

The protest was against a
recent circular issued by the
synod of bishops of the Sy-
ro-Malabar church that the
celebration of the Mass
should be uniform across
the Syrian Catholic church
with the celebrant facing
the congress for one-half
and facing away from the
congregation for the rest of

the ceremonies.

Riju Kanjookkaran,
speaking for Almaya Mun-
nettam, a group of lay peo-
ple, religious and priests
calling for more transparen-
cy in church administration,
said that the synod of bish-
ops should not impose a un-
iform way of celebrating the
Mass on the people.

A statement issued by Al-
maya Munnettam said that
the current practice of the
celebrant facing the congre-
gation throughout the Mass
has been a practice in the
archdiocese of Ernakulam-
Angamaly over the last 54
years.

The organisation also
said that around 1,000 peo-
ple participated in the
march to the headquarters
of the Syro-Malabar church
on Sunday.

Karnataka CM hits back at
Congress over Bitcoin scam

‘Need not take lessons from those who let off the accused’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Under fire from the Con-
gress over the alleged Bit-
coin scam, the Karnataka
Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Sunday hit back
at the Congress by stating
that he need not take lessons

from those who had let off

the accused in the Bitcoin
scam charged with hacking
earlier.

“We have already res-
ponded to all their [Con-
gress] charges. If the Con-
gress is stating that the
Bitcoin scam was since 2016,
then why was it not investi-
gated by the Congress Go-
vernment that was in power
then,” the Chief Minister
asked when his response
was sought over AICC Gener-

Basavaraj Bommai

al Secretary Randeep Surje-
wala’s accusations.

“The accused [Srikrishna]
had been arrested in 2018,
but was let off. Even after he
obtained anticipatory bail,
he could have been ques-
tioned. But why was he not
questioned,” asked Mr. Bom-
mai. Claiming that it was the

»

BJP Government that investi-
gated the scam, he said, “We
opened the investigation, we
caught him in a drug case in
2020, we unearthed the
scam and we are investigat-
ing. When you [Congress]
were in power, you allowed
it to grow bigger and when
we are investigating, you are
questioning us.”

He said, “It was the BJP
Government that referred
the matter to ED and CBI.
Today, the ED is investigat-
ing.”

Accusing the Congress of
attempting to mislead, he
said, “Just to cover up, you
are talking about two in-
fluential persons without
naming them. Name them
and we will investigate. We
will not spare anyone.”
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A lost cause

Despite severe losses, the Maoists refuse
to acknowledge the futility of their cause

‘ x Tith the deaths of 26 rebels in a police opera-
tion in Gadchiroli on Saturday, the pro-
scribed Communist Party of India (Maoist)

has faced yet another setback in its “protracted armed
struggle” against the Indian state. Gadchiroli, a largely
forested and tribal-dominated district, is among Maha-
rashtra’s poorest and the Maoists have sought to ex-
pand their presence extending from neighbouring
Chhattisgarh. There have been major encounters in the
district, with recent ones involving the deaths of 40
Maoists in two separate operations in April 2018 and a
landmine blast claiming 15 police personnel and a driv-
er in May 2019. Gadchiroli remains one of the few dis-
tricts “severely affected” by left-wing extremism. Des-
pite suffering significant losses to its leadership either

Striding back into the Afghan theatre

Though challenging, it would be a mistake to consider that there is no space for India to operate in Afghanistan

A%

VIVEK KATJU

midst the multiple messages
Athat New Delhi wished to

send out by convening ‘The
Third Regional Security Dialogue
on Afghanistan’ on November 10 —
a National Security Adviser (NSA)-
level meet — one stands out: that
despite the current absence of an
on-ground presence in the coun-
try, India continues to matter in
Afghan affairs. To ensure that this
thought was acknowledged by the
Indian political and strategic class-
es as well as the region, Indian offi-
cials, in their background brief-

al community. The Delhi Declara-
tion demanded that Afghan soil is
not used to spread terrorism or ex-
tremist ideologies. It called for a
control on the production of Af-
ghan opium. It reflected the wide-
ly held view that the Taliban have
to conform to acceptable stan-
dards of behaviour on gender is-
sues and minority rights. The De-
claration also called for the
formation of “an open and truly
inclusive government” that was
“representative of the will of the
Afghan people” and had the parti-
cipation of “all sections of society”
in its “administrative and political
structure”. This is a laudable ob-
jective, but is it realistic? The hard
fact is that the Taliban achieved a
military victory and unlike in the
1990s now control all of Afghanis-
tan. Is any neighbour of Afghanis-
tan willing to nurture a long-last-
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ghanistan on August 15, when Af-
ghanistan President Ashraf Ghani
fled from Kabul and the Taliban
rolled in. This far-reaching deve-
lopment eroded the very basis of
India’s Afghan policy. It required
an immediate re-assessment of the
regional situation and nimble,
quick and comprehensive action
with salience given to strategic
considerations. It needed a ruth-
lessly cold “all of political and stra-

tan altogether and confines itself
to only covert contacts with the
Taliban? There has been no repeat
of a Doha-like meeting between
the Indian Ambassador and senior
Taliban officials.

A place for India
India will have to play a multi-fa-
ceted diplomatic game to safe-
guard and promote its interests in
Afghanistan and the region. It can-
not join the game unless it re-esta-
blishes a presence in Kabul. All-im-
portant regional players and
Russia have kept their missions
open in Kabul. New Delhi must
note that the Taliban spokesper-
son, taking note of the Dialogue
said that India was an important
regional country with which it de-
sired good diplomatic relations.
India has to proceed with cau-
tion but without inhibitions. That

so did well to emphasise that hu-
manitarian assistance should be
provided in an “unimpeded, di-
rect and assured manner to Af-
ghanistan”. This is directly rele-
vant for India wishes to send
50,000 tonnes of wheat for the Af-
ghan people overland via Pakis-
tan. Obviously, the Taliban have
welcomed the Indian offer and
asked Pakistan to agree. Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan told
Muttaqi that he will “favourably”
consider the Taliban’s request. At
this stage, India should be bold
and enhance its offer to one mil-
lion metric tonnes of wheat; that is
what it pledged in 2002 at the To-
kyo Afghanistan conference. It
should also publicly declare, if
needed, that it would hand the
wheat over to the World Food Pro-
gramme at the Wagah border. If
Pakistan obstructs the additional

in military operations or due to physical infirmities and ings, emphasised that India’s ing insurgency to effectively  tegic classes’ app'roach‘unaffected can only be through an under- offer, let it explain its negativity to
a shrinking of the areas of influence, the Maoists have invitation was a.lccgpted by coun-  pressure the Taliban? by political considerations of any  standing of Afghan traditions and  the Afghan people.

fused to withdraw from thei it of d strug- tries that have significant stakes in nature. Almost three months later  culture which has been under
retused to withdraw from their pursuit of armed strug Afghanistan — Russia, Iran and all Hurdles, an outreach this is still not discernible. And, strain but which has not disap- On China

gle. In cycles of violence, they have managed their own
strikes against security forces, but such attacks have not
provided them any heft in expanding their presence or
increasing their support base. The conflict has fallen in-
to a pattern — violence begets violence as insurgents

the five Central Asian Republics
(Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikis-
tan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekis-
tan). They correctly downplayed
Pakistan’s outright refusal to join

All the participants of the Delhi
Dialogue except India have open
contacts with the Taliban even if
some of them consider the Taliban
to be a negative political force. It

the Delhi meeting, while serving a
small diplomatic purpose, will not
contribute to addressing the vast
challenges that India now faces in
its entire western neighbourhood,

peared altogether. At no stage in
Afghan history has any ruler or
group not chafed at foreign depen-
dence howsoever necessary it may
have been. They have always

It is not only Pakistan that India
will need to confront in Afghanis-
tan but also China. The Chinese
have always maintained contacts
with the Taliban and their strateg-

and the security forces continually lose combatants the meeting and China’s lame ex- is, therefore, likely that despite especially Afghanistan. looked to alternatives. Taliban sig- ic and economic interests have
but equally disturbing. this also affects the poor tribai cuse for its absence. Indeed, in the  this clarion collective call for an in- nals on India to Pakistan should be  and will continue to make them
quatly 5 b context of the present state of Si- clusive government, these states Pakistan link taken in this context. adopt pragmatic policies. Indian

people whose lives are caught in a prolonged crossfire.

The Maoists’ inability, not just to expand but also to
entrench themselves, is to some extent to the credit of
the Indian state apparatus, both its security establish-
ment and its work, through development schemes, in
weaning away support for the Maoists among the poor-
est and marginalised sections, especially in remote
areas. At the same time, this is also a reflection of the in-
congruence of the Indian Maoists’ programme which
bases itself on replicating the Chinese Revolution of the
previous century, and its quixotic pursuit of armed
struggle as the means to achieve its aims. Neither are
the conditions in India remotely closer to that of China
in the 1920s, nor are the peasantry — whose support the
Maoists deem as crucial to their project — enamoured of
the Maoist programme or its reliance on guerilla strug-
gle. The Maoists’ refusal to acknowledge the diverse in-
dustrial base in the country, their rejection of liberal de-
mocratic instruments in the Indian state and the faith of
the poor in the robust electoral system have blinded
them to pursue a futile cause. Yet, despite the futility,
the Maoists retain the capability to strike in isolated
skirmishes. Maharashtra must not rest on its success in
militarily diminishing the Maoist threat in Gadchiroli. It
must act continually in winning over the support of tri-
bals in the region and retaining their faith in the liberal
democratic institutions of the state.

History lessons

China is preparing for a major
long-term shift in its politics under Xi

ollowing a meeting of its Central Committee last
Fweek, China’s Communist Party passed what it

called a “Resolution on the Major Achievements
and Historical Experience of the Party over the Past
Century”. Ostensibly about the past, it still holds enor-
mous significance for China’s future. This is only the
third such resolution on history passed by the party in

no-Indian ties and Pakistan’s ob-
session of keeping India away from
Afghanistan, neither country’s de-
cision was surprising.

Similar concerns

There is little doubt that the initia-
tive succeeded in demonstrating
that many regional countries ac-
cept that India has legitimate con-
cerns relating to Afghanistan. The
Delhi Declaration that emerged
from the deliberations of the Na-
tional Security Advisers/Secretar-
ies of the National Security Coun-
cils of the participating states
shows that all these countries
share similar concerns which are
also widely held in the internation-

Learning from the best in India’s COV

will ultimately individually settle
for a Taliban government that will
show a degree of responsiveness
on gender issues and minority
rights, including of ethnic minori-
ties. Even more they will look for
how the Taliban are addressing
their individual concerns on spec-
ific terrorist groups that target
them. The Russian press state-
ment after the Delhi Declaration it-
self reveals that each country will
act not on the basis of common
positions in this document but in
keeping with its interests.

It is here that Indian policymak-
ers are still struggling to accept the
consequences and realities of the
great change that took place in Af-

Pakistan has avoided its mistake of
the 1990s, of giving formal diplo-
matic recognition to the Taliban. It
is however acting in a manner with
the group’s government, which it
helped put together, as it would
have with a ‘recognised’ adminis-
tration. It is no coincidence that
the day the Delhi Dialogue was
convened, the acting Afghan Fo-
reign Minister, Mullah Amir Khan
Muttaqi, reached Islamabad lead-
ing a high-level delegation. In In-
dia’s absence in Kabul, Pakistan
has a free hand. As it is with its
deep and abiding relations with
the Taliban it has a unique and en-
during advantage. But should that
mean that India ignores Afghanis-

Besides, the Taliban are not im-
mune from regional and tribal
cleavages. This is not to underrate
the difficulties in India’s path in Af-
ghanistan but it would be a pro-
found mistake to consider that
there is no space for India to oper-
ate in Afghanistan; the Taliban pu-
blic statements are themselves in-
dicating that it does; Muttaqi has
publicly said that India-Afghan
trade via Wagah should be allowed
by Pakistan.

Expressing concern for the “de-
teriorating socio-economic and
humanitarian situation in Afghan-
istan” the Delhi Declaration called
for “urgent humanitarian assis-
tance” to the Afghan people. It al-

economic interests also demand
its presence in Afghanistan. There
is no time to lose for this purpose.
A heavy and long-term price will
have to be paid otherwise. In all
this process India must remain
grounded in reality but that seems
absent in some Indian analysts
who believe that it is a Eurasian
power too. That should be the ob-
jective. But is it so today when it
does not have connectivity to the
region and is reluctant to play the
Afghan game where it matters —
the mountains and valleys of the
Hindukush?

Vivek Katju is a retired member of the
Indian Foreign Service

-19 fight

Innovative interventions have helped communities across the country change the course of the pandemic response

PURNIMA MENON &
MADHUKAR PAI

few months ago, as the
A::ountry reeled under the

impact of the second wave
of COVID-19, officials deep inside
Madhya Pradesh’s tribal districts
had to contend with an additional
crisis: vaccinating a people firmly
resistant to any coronavirus vac-

tervention might make it seem
that Jhabua district is an outlier in
the larger narrative of COVID-19
containment strategies. However,
the data has made us see that,
quite simply, it is not. Like Jhabua,
there are multiple districts and re-
gions where individuals and
groups, from both government
and civil society, have stepped in
to ensure that impact of COVID-19
was mitigated in any and every
way possible — even if that meant
the use of rice or khatla baithaks.
But just as it is easy for such stories
to dissolve in the predominant din
of the news cycle, it is also easy to
see why our journey over the last
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across India.

We confirmed that the story of
Jhabua was not one of exception.
As our case studies show, there are
other commendable endeavours
as well. For instance, in February

April 27, Hanuman Jayanti — an
auspicious day for the locals. It
was an insightful and clever way to
leverage the occasion for the right
cause.

In Tamil Nadu and Bihar

In Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu, the district
administration in collaboration
with local non-governmental or-
ganisations (NGOs) addressed vac-
cine hesitancy effectively, too. The
NGOs enlisted the help of com-
munity members to write songs in
tribal languages to share the bene-
fits of getting vaccinated. The dis-
trict administration also recorded
statements from village leaders in

effect across the district with simi-
lar intensive effort campaigns, de-
livering 100% first dose coverage
by early October.

Work in progress

Like these stories, there are many
such novel, inspirational efforts
that can be found in the case stu-
dies we have helped to collate
(https://bit.ly/2Y]6VpG and
https://bit.ly/3c8VECj). Our idea
has always been to capture a broad
canvas of learnings that could in-
form policy at the highest level,
through critical vignettes showing
what is working best (or not). But
we are just getting started. It is es-

. . ! . cines. several months began. 2021, when India’s vaccination their ownlanguages, regardingthe sential that we keep working to-
its 100-year history. lele previous two re‘solu.tlon.s, drive was initiated, health-care vaccine’s effectiveness, and broad- ward expanding the scope of our
passed by Mao Zedong in 1945 and Deng Xiaoping in A transformation Space for initiatives workers in Janefal, a rural hamlet  cast those messages throughout case studies, making them a reser-

1981, marked important inflection points in China’s pol-
itics, and established them as the dominant leaders of
their respective generations. The full text of the latest
resolution has not been made public, but a 5,000 word
communiqué issued after the closure of the four-day
plenum gives a flavour. It heaps praise on the contribu-
tions of Mao, Deng and current leader Xi Jinping. It diff-
ers in one key aspect from the previous resolution of
1981, which acknowledged Mao’s mistakes that led to
the Cultural Revolution (1966-1976), by describing the
history of the party as one without flaws. “Looking back
on the party’s endeavours over the past century,” it sur-
mises, “we can see why we were successful in the past
and how we can continue to succeed in the future.”
Explaining why the party saw the need for a new his-
torical resolution, the communiqué said the party
wanted to “strengthen our consciousness of the need to
maintain political integrity, think in big-picture terms,
follow the leadership core, and keep in alignment with
the central party leadership”. The latest communiqué
implicitly criticised the collective leadership model that
Deng bequeathed his successors and enabled three
peaceful transfers of power, praising Mr. Xi’s “core” lea-
dership for having “solved many tough problems... nev-
er resolved and accomplished many things that were
wanted but never got done”. It also called for “resolute-
ly upholding Xi Jinping’s core position on the Central
Committee and in the Party... and upholding the Cen-
tral Committee’s authority... to ensure that all Party
members act in unison”. The significance of the 1945
and 1981 resolutions lay not in their reflections on the

It was April 15, 2021, and less than
10% of the eligible population had
been vaccinated in Jhabua, the dis-
trict in Madhya Pradesh, per go-
vernment figures, with one of the
highest percentages of Scheduled
Tribes population in India (https://
bit.ly/3Cez2Lk). It was then that
district officials decided to lever-
age tradition in their efforts to con-
vey the message of timely vaccina-
tion. They started by organising
khatla baithaks (khat means “wo-
ven bed,” and baithak means
“meeting”), or community meet-
ings, to dispel vaccine myths.

By July, Jhabua saw a five-fold
increase in vaccination uptake,
with approximately 40% of eligible
people in the district having re-
ceived at least one dose. In fact, as
members from the department of
Women and Child Development
handed out turmeric-smeared rice
to rural houses as a traditional
means of welcoming people to
vaccination programmes across
the district, vaccination drives
across the district saw a discerni-
ble uptick.

An easy interpretation of this in-
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In April and May 2021, when the
nation was going through the peak
of a crippling second wave, a small
group of us — that soon grew to ov-
er 500 people — came together to
form India COVID SOS. We real-
ised that there existed a wide spec-
trum of people who had made it
their mission to help society steer
to safer shores in this pandemic:
medical professionals who, des-
pite the volume of patients, were
managing COVID-19 in an evi-
dence-informed, pragmatic way;
teams vaccinating entire villages
once overwhelmed by hesitancy;
workers ensuring even the remot-
est areas had adequate oxygen
supply, etc. These efforts needed
to be foregrounded, and a space
was essential to document learn-
ings from such successful
initiatives.

Subsequently, together with Ex-
emplars in Global Health, our re-
search led to the development of
case studies from India; now pu-
blicly available, these case studies
highlight interventions and inno-
vations that drove meaningful out-
comes in the pandemic response

with just over 500 residents in
Maharashtra’s Aurangabad district
had a difficult time convincing pe-
ople to get vaccinated. Some had
heard stories from neighbouring
villages about people dying after
vaccination. Others believed that
people who were vaccinated had
to amputate their arms.

To build trust and confidence,
village heads and other front line
workers set an example by getting
vaccinated first. They had their
photos taken while getting the vac-
cine, and later, to address appre-
hensions, spent time painting
gram panchayat buildings. A task
force was also set up. It comprised
health workers, police officers and
village council leaders who disco-
vered villagers had an unprece-
dented fear of hospitals and were
terrified doctors would kill them
and rob them of their kidneys if
they went in for treatment. With
the nearest vaccination centre be-
ing eight kilometres away, the task
force overcame both challenges by
conducting a vaccination camp in
the village, taking the vaccines to
the people. They also did this on

the district’s different villages.
This helped villagers engender
trust, and soon, vaccination rates
there went up, too.

In East Champaran, Bihar, dis-
trict officials remarkably achieved
95% COVID-19 vaccination of
adults in the Bankatwa block in
just two days using what has been
dubbed the “Bankatwa Way”. Ban-
katwa block historically had low
routine immunisation coverage of
just 64.3% due to challenges of dif-
ficult terrain, poor health infras-
tructure and vaccine hesitancy in
the community, among others. To
tackle this, the district adopted a
mission mode approach. This was
a concentrated effort of all govern-
ment departments in collabora-
tion with World Health Organiza-
tion, civil society organisations,
local elected leaders, and religious
leaders to mobilise all eligible peo-
ple in the district for COVID-19 vac-
cination. In just 48 hours, over
55,000 of the block’s 62,000 regis-
tered inhabitants were vaccinated
by setting up vaccination sites in
each of the area’s 102 villages and
hamlets. The effort had a knock-on

voir of accurate information and
inspiration. If we can effectively
share and disseminate learnings
and highlight the best interven-
tions from across different domes-
tic geographies, we can take a step
towards being better equipped to
tackle health crises in the future.
(India COVID SOS is an interna-
tional non-profit volunteer group
of scientists, clinicians, engineers,
policy-makers, community organ-
isers, and industrial partners. Ex-
emplars in Global Health brings to-
gether researchers, funders, and
collaborators around the globe
with the mission of identifying
countries that are positive outliers
in global health. Their analyses of
best practices strive to be a tem-
plate that can be potentially repli-
cated by others at a
country/regional-level.)

Purnima Menon is a senior research
fellow at the International Food Policy
Research Institute, New Delhi.
Madhulkar Pai is a professor of
epidemiology and global health at McGill
University, Canada. They are volunteers
with India COVID SOS
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past but in how they would change the exercise of pow- Internal security reason. Internal security is anticipating the quick tempted to conclude that transport and peripheral online, scan the QR code
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ing ideology. By doing so, it made it heresy to question
Mao and paved the way for the creation of his disas-
trous personality cult. In 1981, Deng too established his
dominance, but used his power to bring an end to rule
by ideology, instead turning the party’s attention to de-
velopment and bringing China to its era of reform and
opening up. Now, 40 years after Deng, as China’s cur-
rent leader looks to write his place in the party’s histo-
ry, the past might be held in reverence, but it will not be
allowed to dictate the contours of the future when the
country prepares to take yet another political turn.

incident leads to questions
being asked and one only
hopes that intelligence
gathering is improved.

That the naxals are on the
backfoot is evident and
there could be a possibility
of surrenders. However,
this should be a moment
for sober thought. Violence
in any form is not a solution
and there must be other
ways to make the naxals see

BALASUBRAMANIAM PAVANI,
Secunderabad

Afghan ties

It is sad to see India being
relegated to near marginal
player status in the
unfolding situation in
Afghanistan, despite its
long historical ties with that
country. The Ministry of
External Affairs would
appear to have failed in

recall forces from
Afghanistan. One does not
know whether India was
kept in the loop by the
Americans, but the end
result is that the Pakistanis
are in the driver’s seat all
over again. This despite the
considerable resources we
have poured into that
country to rebuild its
economy and
infrastructure. One is

Bengaluru

Air pollution control
The judicial suggestion of a
two-day lockdown in Delhi
(November 14) as a result of
rising air pollution may not
be a durable panacea. This
move is bound to hit the
livelihood of daily wagers.
In the past, progressive
steps have been taken such
as CNG fuelled public

burgeoning population has
offset these gains. The root
cause is lop-sided
development. If Tier 2 and
Tier 3 cities are given
earnest priority, it could
mitigate pollution levels.

DEEPAK SINGHAL,
Noida, Uttar Pradesh

This year’s ‘Lit For Life’
The two-day prestigious
event, ‘Lit for Life 2021,

»

The Hindu like me are
concerned.

It was a treat to listen to
some of the best minds
with insights into language,
history, politics and even
the science of viruses. The
annual programme is
definitely a welcome
outreach readership
engagement event.

G. RAMASUBRAMANYAM,
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh
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A routine matter or a punishment post?

It is time for the Central government to clear the doubts being raised about the collegium's recommendations

i
K. CHANDRU

The Supreme Court collegium’s re-
commendation to transfer the Chief
Justice of the Madras High Court,
Sanjib Banerjee, to the Meghalaya
High Court, as well as the senior-
most judge of the Allahabad High
Court, Munishwar Nath Bhandari, to
the Madras High Court, has raised
eyebrows.

Many questions

Justice Banerjee was appointed as a
judge of the Calcutta High Court on
June 22, 2006. He was appointed as
Chief Justice of the Madras High
Court on December 31, 2020, and he
assumed office on January 4, 2021.
Without a promotion, he would have
to retire from office on November 1,
2023. He has two more years to serve
at the Madras High Court.

The Calcutta High Court has a
sanctioned strength of 72 judges and
the Madras High Court has a sanc-
tioned strength of 75 judges. The pro-
posal is to transfer him to the Megha-
laya High Court, established in 2013
and with a sanctioned strength of on-
ly four judges. It is therefore only fair
that some would term the transfer of
a judge, who was managing a large
High Court for nearly 10 months, to a
northeastern State as a punishment
unless the collegium provides rea-
sons for its decision.

Article 222 of the Constitution pro-
vides for the transfer of a judge (in-
cluding Chief Justice) from one High
Court to any other High Court. In the
case of Justice Banerjee, since the
proposal came from the Supreme
Court collegium, the Central govern-
ment, which has to advise the Presi-
dent of India, is entitled to ask for re-
levant material before tendering any
advice. If it is not satisfied, the Cen-
tral government can ask the Su-
preme Court to reconsider its deci-
sion. Recently, the Union Law
Minister, Kiren Rijiju, said that the
Chief Justice of India (CJI) will “create
a new dawn in judiciary”. The CJI in
turn said that Mr. Rijiju was “ the on-
ly Law Minister or politician in recent
times, who recognised our judicial

STATE OF PLAY

The Madras High Court, Chennai =GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

hard work and appreciated us”. The-
refore, it may be possible that both
the decision-makers have a common
intention for the transfer.

Justice Banerjee was appointed as
the Chief Justice of a High Court with
three years of service left. He was
found suitable for that post. How is
that within 10 months of his tenure
he is being found unsuitable for the
same High Court and is being trans-
ferred to a far-away State which has
just two judges at present?

Another puzzling decision

Justice Bhandari’s transfer is equally
puzzling. In its September 16th deci-
sion, the collegium recommended
the transfer of Justice Bhandari to the
Madras High Court. The details of his
appointment show that he was in-
itially appointed as a judge of the Ra-
jasthan High Court on July 5, 2007. If
he joins the Madras High Court, he
will become the senior-most judge
since Justice T.S. Sivagnanam was
transferred to the Calcutta High
Court and the next two judges — M.
Duraiswamy and T. Raja — are ad-
mittedly junior to him. With his
transfer, Justice Bhandari will be-

Badvel, still a YSRCP bastion

The YSRCP largely attributes its success in the
recent bypoll to its welfare measures

APPAJI REDDEM

Before the recent Assembly bypoll to
the Badvel constituency, the ruling
Yuvajana Sramika Rythu Congress
Party (YSRCP) seemed to be in con-
trol. Therefore, it is no surprise that
the party, which had introduced a
range of welfare measures and which
was pitted against a weak Opposi-
tion, won by a majority.

Triangular contest

Badvel is a Scheduled Caste-reserved
segment in Kadapa, which is the
home district of Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy. The bypoll was necessi-

tated by the death of the

sitting ~ YSRCP
MLA, Gunthoti
Venkata Sub-
baiah. The YSRCP
fielded Dasari Sud-
ha, a practising
doctor and Sub-
baiah’s wife, thus adding

a sympathy factor to the poll. She
won by a majority of over 90,000
votes. The candidates of both the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the
Congress lost deposits in the triangu-
lar contest.

Interestingly, the Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) preferred to stay away
from the contest on what it termed
humanitarian grounds. Initially, the
party had named a candidate to con-
test the seat but later withdrew from
the election stating that it was follow-
ing a tradition of the party of not con-
testing an election where a family
member of a deceased candidate was
in the fray. The actor-turned-politi-
cian Pawan Kalyan’s Jana Sena Party
also did not contest the bypoll.

During its campaign, the BJP said
there was underdevelopment in Bad-
vel and accused the YSRCP of giving
VIP treatment to Pulivendla, the na-
tive constituency of the Chief Minis-
ter. This strategy did not do the party
any good.

The YSRCP saw this as a matter of
prestige and deployed a team to cam-
paign for the polls. The team includ-
ed Deputy Chief Ministers Amjad
Bhasha and Narayana Swamy, Kada-
pa district in-charge and education
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Andhra
Pradesh

minister Adimulapu Suresh and se-
nior minister Peddireddy Ramachan-
dra Reddy. Besides BJP president for
Andhra Pradesh, Somu Veerraju, the
party also had MP G.V.L. Narasimha
Rao, BJP National Secretary Sunil De-
odhar and others campaigning for
the bypoll. Not to be left behind, Pra-
desh Congress president S. Sailaja
Nath campaigned with his 24-mem-
ber team. The Congress has lost
ground in the State after the bifurca-
tion of erstwhile Andhra Pradesh.
This was a by-
poll, but given
the campaign, it
was evidently
treated as a high-

stakes election.

An emotional victory

For Ms. Sudha, Badvel was an
emotional victory. She thanked the
voters and the Chief Minister for giv-
ing her the opportunity to contest
the seat that her husband had won by
a majority. Commenting on the victo-
ry, YSRCP Chief Whip Gadikota Sri-
kanth Reddy said the poll result is the
victory of the Dalits and the common
man. He said it indicates that people
are happy with the welfare schemes
and other people-friendly initiatives
of the party. He said, “Though the
TDP and Jana Sena Party were not in
the fray, they were indirectly in-
volved [in the election] and worked
with the BJP. The TDP said it would
not contest and then did all the back-
ground work for the BJP. The TDP’s
misleading tactics did not work. And
people have rejected the BJP, which
failed in fulfilling the promises made
to Andhra Pradesh during bifurca-
tion, chief among them being [grant-
ing] of Special Category Status.”

As part of the poll promise, the
YSRCP is implementing ‘Navaratnalu’
- nine welfare schemes aimed at pro-
viding health and financial support
to farmers, women, students, among
others. Broadly, the benefits planned
for each family are to the tune of 31
lakh to %5 lakh per annum. The party
largely attributes its grand success in
Badvel, its bastion, to its welfare
measures.

appaji.r@thehindu.co.in
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come the Acting Chief Justice of the
Madras High Court.

Even if the consultation process in
making Justice Bhandari the Chief
Justice of the Madras High Court is
delayed because of, say, the State go-
vernment raising any issues, Justice
Bhandari will continue as Acting
Chief Justice and will retire on Sep-
tember 12, 2022. Justice Bhandari’s
tenure at the Rajasthan High Court
was not free from controversy. After
being appointed as a judge in that
High Court, he was transferred to the
Allahabad High Court. The collegium
proposed his transfer in 2019 and the
reason it provided was that the
transfer was in the “interest of better
administration of justice”.

Justice  Bhandari  requested
through representations on January
18 and 23, 2019, that his proposed
transfer be deferred for the time be-
ing for further consideration. The
collegium rejected his representa-
tion and the note published, it stat-
ed: “the Collegium has carefully
gone through the aforesaid represen-
tations and taken into consideration
all relevant factors including his re-
quest to defer his proposed transfer

DATA POINT

for the time being for further consid-
eration in future. On reconsidera-
tion, the Collegium is of the consi-
dered view that it is not possible to
accede to his request”. Justice Bhan-
dari joined the Allahabad High Court
on March 15, 2019, and in due course,
he became the senior-most judge in
that Court.

If the Supreme Court collegium of
2019 thought that Justice Bhandari
should leave the Rajasthan High
Court in the “administration of jus-
tice”, what changed that prompted
the collegium of 2021 to transfer him
to the Madras High Court with the
full knowledge that he will be head-
ing that court? What was once a pun-
ishment transfer has now become a
rewarding transfer. If a judge is not
considered suitable for one High
Court, then how he does he become
suitable for another High Court? This
is the question that is being asked in
legal circles.

And does this mean that the deci-
sion to transfer Justice Banerjee to
the Meghalaya High Court was made
to facilitate Justice Bhandari’s eleva-
tion as Chief Justice of the Madras
High Court? Also, if the decision was
taken as early as on September 16,
why was it made public only about
one and a half months later? This is a
question that many are asking.

Normally when such proposals
are made, a judge in the Supreme
Court who comes from the State in
which the transferee judge is holding
office is also consulted. With regard
to Justice Banerjee’s transfer, there
are four judges who are qualified to
be called consultee judges. Why was
consultation in the case of Justice Ba-
nerjee made only with the junior-
most judge of the Supreme Court and
not the senior judges?

Not a routine matter

Evaluations are not made on the dis-
charge of duties of a judge as there is
no reliable basis for making such an
analysis. In terms of disposal of mat-
ters and writing skills, no one can
find fault with the present Chief Jus-
tice. If there are other reasons for his
transfer, then such a transfer propo-
sal can only be termed as a punish-
ment and not a routine matter. It is
time for the Central government to
step in and clear these doubts.

Justice K. Chandru is a retired judge of the
Madras High Court

Creating safe digital spaces

It is imperative that digital platforms are free of
cyberbullying, if learners have to access quality education

Recognising that school-related violence is
an infringement of children’s right to educa-
tion and to health and well-being, UNESCO
Member States have declared the first Thurs-
day of November as the International Day
against Violence and Bullying at School, in-
cluding cyberbullying. The aim is to raise
awareness among students, parents, mem-
bers of the school community, education
authorities and others about the problem of
online violence and cyberbullying.

In India, an estimated 71 million children
aged 5-11 years access the Internet on the
devices of their family members, constitut-
ing about 14% of the country’s active Internet
user base of over 500 million. It should also
be noted that two-thirds of Internet users in
India are in the age group of 12-29 years.

Tackling all kinds of bullying

School closures as a response to the CO-
VID-19 lockdowns have led to an unprece-
dented rise in unsupervised screen time for
children and young people, which in turn ex-
posed them to a greater risk of online vio-
lence. Various reports have indicated in-
creased incidence of cyberbullying and
online child sexual exploitation by adults.

In the same vein, there is growing scientif-
ic evidence which suggests that cyberbully-
ing has negative consequences on the educa-
tion, health and well-being of children and
young people. Published in 2019 and draw-
ing on data from 144 countries, UNESCO’s re-
port ‘Behind the numbers: Ending school
violence and bullying” highlighted the extent
of the problem, with almost one in three stu-
dents worldwide reporting being bullied at
least once in the preceding month. There-
fore, cyberbullying prevention interventions
should aim at tackling all types of bullying
and victimisation experiences at the same
time, as opposed to each in silo.

Effective interventions also require gen-
der-sensitive and targeted approaches that
respond to needs of learners who are most
likely to be the victims of online violence. A
2020 study by Plan International, involving
14,000 women aged 15-25 from across 22
countries, revealed that 58% of girls in the
Asia-Pacific region reported online harass-
ment. Globally, of the girls who were ha-
rassed, 14% who self-identified as having a
disability and 37% who identified themselves

Ruling the board

Sankalp Gupta, 18, and Mitrabha Guha, 20, became India's 71st and 72nd Grandmasters (GMs), respectively, after
achieving their third norms last week. In August and September, Harshit Raja, 20, and Raja Rithvik, 17, had achieved
their final GM norms. While their titles are pending ratification by the International Chess Federation (FIDE), India now
has the fourth-highest number of GMs in the world. The share of Indian GMs in the world has consistently increased
since 1988 (when Viswanathan Anand became India's first GM) with a sharp uptick in in the last decade. Interestingly,
no country other than India has more GMs who were born after 2000. The recent four will only stretch India's
lead in this metric. By Sumant Sen and Srinivasan Ramani

1. TOP NATIONS | The tree map shows the 15 countries
with the most GMs as ratified by FIDE. With 241 GMs,
Russia is on top of the list. India stands fifth
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as from an ethnic minority said they get ha-
rassed because of it.

The impact of online sexual harassment
could have long-term negative impacts on
mental health and well-being. Data on
school bullying demonstrates its harmful im-
pacts on students’ educational outcomes,
mental health, and quality of life. Children
who are frequently bullied are nearly three
times more likely to feel left out at school
than those who are not. They are also twice
more likely to miss out on school and have a
higher tendency to leave formal education
after finishing secondary school.

Tackling the menace

Although online violence is not limited to
school premises, the education system plays
a crucial role in addressing online safety.
Concerted efforts must be made to provide
children and young people with the know-
ledge and skills to identify online violence so
that they can protect themselves from its dif-
ferent forms, whether perpetrated by peers
or adults. Teachers also play a critical role by
teaching students about online safety, and
thus supporting parental involvement.

For those looking to prevent and counter
cyberbullying, the information booklet
brought out by UNESCO in partnership with
NCERT on Safe Online Learning in Times of
COVID-19 can be a useful reference. It sup-
ports the creation of safe digital spaces and
addresses the nuances of security. Similarly,
to prevent the adverse effect of online gam-
ing and the psycho-emotional stress that
children could be undergoing, the Depart-
ment of School Education and Literacy has
circulated exhaustive guidelines to raise chil-
dren and parental awareness.

At a time when COVID-19 lockdowns have
resulted in online bullying, we must redou-
ble our efforts to tackle this menace. Cyber-
bullying may take place in a virtual world,
but it has a very real impact on children’s
health. The Union Ministry of Education and
UNESCO are committed to ensuring access
to safe, inclusive and health-promoting
learning environments for all children.

It is imperative that digital and social me-
dia platforms are free of cyberbullying, if
learners have to access quality education.
More importantly, confidential reporting
and redress services must be established. We
encourage students, parents, schools, edu-
cation authorities, members of the educa-
tion community and its partners to take part
in preventing online violence and promoting
the safety and well-being of young people.

Santosh Sarangi is Additional Secretary, Ministry of
Education, Government of India, and Eric Falt is
Director, UNESCO New Delhi
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The Mariner-9 spacecraft’s orbit

The United States rocketed its Mariner-9 spa-
cecraft into orbit around Mars yesterday [Pa-
sadena, Nov. 14]. Mariner-9, looking like a
plump pear with four sticks protruding from
the side, became the first spacecraft to orbit
another planet in the solar system. It appa-
rently arrived at Mars ahead of two Soviet
space probes,Mars-2 and 3, which Western
scientists speculate will attempt unmanned
landings. The spacecraft ended its five-and-
a-half-month, 400 million-kilometre-jour-
ney at 7-17 p.m. (5-34 a.m. IST to-day) when a
15-minute burn of the Mariner-9 retrorocket
slowed an 17,700 kilometre-per hour plunge
so that Martian gravity could swing it into or-
bit. Thirteen minutes after its retrorocket fir-
ing with the power of 10 automobile engines
— shut down the spacecraft passed behind
Mars and out of communication with earth.
While behind the planet, Mariner-9 complet-
ed a critical manoeuvre in which solar pa-
nels supplying electricity moved back into
the view of the sun and battery operation of
the spacecraft ended. Mariner-9 re-ap-
peared at 8-16 p.m. (6-46 a.m. IST) and
ground controllers received first signals six
minutes later.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO NoOV. 15, 1921

The condition of the masses
(From an Editorial)

On a recent occasion, Sir George Lloyd, the
Governor of Bombay, deplored the absence
of statistics relating to Labour. With infinite-
ly greater force, one might deplore that we
have no statistics relating directly to the eco-
nomic condition of the rural population. At-
tempts have been made, however, in recent
years by individuals interested in the sub-
ject, to provide an economic survey of isolat-
ed tracts; and the conditions which these
surveys have revealed to the public are not
in the least cheering. The latest survey of the
kind is the one made by Dr. Harold Mann, Di-
rector of Agriculture, Bombay whose sym-
pathy for the rural population is so well
known. His survey, for which by the way, the
country ought to feel grateful, relates to Jate-
gaon Budruk, a village which “certainly is
typical of a very large area in the Deccan.”
The conditions which Dr. Mann and his col-
laborator depict in the village are exceeding-
ly depressing. Agriculture is the main, if not
indeed the only, industry in the village, but
sixty per cent of the cultivators cultivate an
area less than what is required to support
themselves at their own standard of life.

»
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CBI, ED chiefs can now
have five-year terms

“It is expectedly brazen.
Why did they have to resort
to an ordinance when Par-
liament session has been an-
nounced from November
29,” Congress Chief Whip in
the Rajya Sabha Jairam Ra-
mesh told The Hindu.

“Modi Govt uses ED-CBI
as henchmen to usurp pow-
er & destabilise elected
Govts. Raids by ED, CBI on
the Opposition leaders has
become a norm. Now, these
henchmen are being empo-
wered & rewarded with 5
yrs tenure, so that malicious
prosecution is used to si-
lence dissenting voices,”
Congress chief spokesper-
son Randeep Surjewala
tweeted.

Stating that the Modi Go-
vernment has brought in 3.7

ordinances for every 10 Bills
in the 17th Lok Sabha, Trina-
mool Congress leader Derek
O’Brien tweeted: “How Mo-
di-Shah’s BJP mock #Parlia-
ment and shamelessly use
Ordinances. Same stunt re-
peated today to keep their
pet parrots in ED and CBIL.”

“Parliament session be-
gins on 29th. To avoid its
scrutiny, Centre on Sunday
promulgates ordinances to
extend the tenure of Direc-
tors of CBI and ED. This des-
perate hurry smacks of so-
mething fishy,” CPI(M)
general secretary Sitaram
Yechury tweeted.

“It is a clear case of mak-
ing Parliament redundant
and subverting democracy,”
CPI general secretary D. Ra-
ja said.

Deliveries of S-400
systems have begun

First elements of the S-400
system have reached Indian
soil, a Russian official said
on condition of anonymity,
adding that delivery of the
first division would be com-
pleted by the end of Decem-
ber. In October, stating that
the delivery was on track,
IAF chief Air Chief Marshal
V. R. Chaudhari had said the
“first regiment should be in-
ducted within this year.”

Mr. Putin is scheduled to
visit India in the first week
of December for the annual
summit and the inaugural
India-Russia 2+2 ministerial
dialogue is likely to be held a
day before or on the day of
the summit itself, an official
source said. Deals are ex-

pected in defence, trade
and energy, apart from the
focus on regional issues es-
pecially the developments
in Afghanistan,

The U.S. has so far re-
mained non-committal on a
waiver to India under CAAT-
SA, with some officials cau-
tioning New Delhi to move
away from the deal while
others called for a waiver to
India. In this backdrop,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday met a
high-power U.S. Congres-
sional delegation, led by Se-
nator John Cornyn, and dis-
cussed “issues related to the
developments in South Asia
and the Indo-Pacific
region.”

Coal ‘phase-down’is a
right, says Minister

The 26th United Nations
Conference of Parties con-
cluded late on Saturday, lo-
cal time, with a resolution
by countries to “revisit and
strengthen” their existing
emission targets by 2022. A
key thrust of COP26, led by
the U.S. and the U.K., which
held the presidency this
time, was to have countries
such as India and China
agree to a year, preferably
mid-century, by which their
emissions would be near ze-
ro. This would also mean
phasing out coal as a fuel.

India had earlier in the
week said that principles of
equity meant all fossil sourc-
es, coal, oil and gas, be re-
duced, but the U.S. and oth-
er countries refused to
target oil and gas, ostensibly
because they were also criti-
cal to their own economies.

“The Glasgow Climate
Pact, combined with in-
creased ambition and action
from countries, means that
1.5 degree Celsius remains
in sight, but it will only be
delivered with concerted
and immediate global ef-
forts,” said a statement from
the UN Secretariat. The Pa-
ris Agreement signed in
2015 exhorts countries to
strive to curtail emissions
that would keep tempera-
tures from rising over 1.5 de-
gree Celsius by 2100. This
would require significant
adaptation to renewable
energy, cutting global emis-
sions by as much as 45% by
2030 and effectively zero
emissions by mid-century.

A major target when ne-

gotiations began was to tie
up loose ends from Paris
Agreement. The Paris Rule-
book, which specifies guide-
lines for how the Paris
Agreement is delivered, was
also completed today after
six years of discussions.

India was among the
countries that had insisted
on clarity on Article 6 be-
cause a bulk of the carbon
credits accumulated by its
several companies — private
and public sector enterpris-
es — over a decade were in-
fructuous and India had
pushed for them to be made
valid again. Carbon credits
allow companies in deve-
loped countries to indirectly
pay for clean energy transi-
tions in developing coun-
tries by accumulating cre-
dits. However, the 1997
Kyoto Protocol that validat-
ed carbon credit trading via
a Clean Development Me-
chanism had expired in
2020.

In the latest agreement,
there is greater clarity on
how bilateral carbon trades
can proceed and the crea-
tion of a ‘centralised hub’
that replaces the Kyoto Pro-
tocol’s Clean Development
Mechanism. There was con-
fusion on whether countries
would have to correspond-
ingly adjust their carbon ac-
counts when transferring
emission reduction abroad
and the degree to which
Certified Emission Reduc-
tions generated under the
CDM could be applied to-
wards a country’s Nationally
Determined Contributions.

Festival sales have lifted
the economy: Goyal

“Collectively, we are on
track for a historical high for
exports of goods and servic-
es in the current year, show-
ing how quickly the world
has engaged with India,
wants to deepen engage-
ment, so that they can be
sure of India as a trusted
partner in their supply
chains and services chains,”
he said.

Alluding to the need for
States to take greater inter-
est in promoting exports,
the Minister cited the exam-
ple of Uttar Pradesh and
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said no other State had ta-
ken steps like creating a full
department for export
promotion.

“When you talk to other
States, they say ‘export pro-
motion is the Centre’s role,
Why should we do it?” But
Yogi Adityanath has under-
stood that when exports are
promoted, it will create jobs
for people, economy will be
strengthened and when
domestic and export mar-
kets are combined, you get
economies of scale,” he

said.
»

blow’ to Maoists’ networks

‘Milind Teltumbde’s death likely to put brakes on expansion in MMC zone’

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE
PUNE

The Gadchiroli encounter in
which 26 members of the
outlawed Communist Party
of India (Maoist) — including
key fugitive Milind Tel-
tumbde — were “neutral-
ised” was a severe blow to
the Naxals’ urban and jungle
networks in Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh and Maha-
rashtra, said authorities.

They said the death of Tel-
tumbde, central committee
member and in-charge of the
newly formed Maharashtra-
Madhya Pradesh-Chhattis-
garh confluence (MMC)
zone, was likely to affect the
recruitment and expansion
of the Maoists in this zone.

Gadchiroli SP Ankit Goyal
said Teltumbde was the
“mastermind” behind vio-
lent and obstructionist activ-
ities and the organisation’s
linchpin in establishing and
expanding Maoist activity in
the zone.

Pivotal figure

“Milind Teltumbde was an
important figure not merely
in the CPI(Maoist)’s organisa-
tion in Maharashtra but a pi-
votal figure in the country’s

Arms cache: Weapons recovered from 26 Naxals who were

killed in an encounter on Saturday in Gadchiroli district. =p7i

network. Likewise, two oth-
er slain Maoists, Lokesh and
Mahesh Gota, were both di-
visional committee mem-
bers (DVCMs) who terrorised
the local populace and
thwarted development work
in the district and the re-
gion,” said Mr. Goyal.

He said Chhattisgarh and
Madhya Pradesh too would
reap the dividends of the
“historic” operation as the
zone was a veritable bastion
for the Maoists on account of
its hilly terrain and dense
forests. Officials said Tel-
tumbde had an elaborate

SC to examine relief for
road accident amputees

Plea seeks higher payment for victims

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
agreed to hear expeditiously
a Chennai-based man’s un-
ique plea that people like
him who lost a limb in a
traumatic road accident
have reduced life expectan-
cy and should be eligible for
separate, higher accident
compensation.

A Bench led by Justice
K.M. Joseph admitted the
petition filed by V.S. Venkat-
aramanan, represented by
advocate Vipin Nair, who re-
minded the court of its own
words that judiciary should
not be “a neutral umpire
but an active explorer and a
seeker of truth” when acci-
dent victims come for relief.

The 42-year-old lost his
left leg above his knee in a
road accident in Chennai in
2015. He was categorised
with 85% permanent physi-
cal disability. But the Ma-
dras High Court reduced the
total compensation due to
him from 84.36 lakh to
%66.84 lakh.

Mr. Venkataramanan said
his medical bills, including
for the amputation of his
leg, had alone cost him
328.5 lakh. The High Court
had reduced his compensa-

Kaiser-i-Hind is Arunachal’s State butterfly

tion on the ground that he
had lost his “future earning
power”.

Mr. Nair, arguing for his

client, submitted that there
has hardly been any re-
search about chances of re-
duced life expectancy fol-
lowing a
amputation.

traumatic

Calls for new category
He argued that the motor
accident law should intro-
duce a new category called
“compensation arising out
of reduced life expectancy
due to amputation in motor
accident
mants”. He said there were
no direct judicial pronoun-
cements by the Supreme
Court or High Courts on this
aspect.

afflicted  clai-

Mr. Venkataramanan re-

ferred to the court’s past
judgments which had ac-
cepted home truths like
“long expectation of life is
connected with earning ca-
pacity”. Urging the court to
invoke its
powers to do complete jus-
tice under Article 142, he
said the court should come
to his rescue and many like
him “whose future is bleak
and sheer existence, a huge
struggle”.

extraordinary

personal security system
and moved with heavily
armed bodyguards and a
platoon of Maoists wherever
he camped. Authorities said
given the high number of
Maoists who had been laying
down their arms or were
killed in encounters in the
past few years, the outfit’s
leadership in north Gadchi-
roli was severely weakened
and as good as finished for
the past one year.

He said the police had ob-
tained intelligence inputs
two-three days ago that a
large number of Maoists had

Two Delhi journalists booked |

set up camp somewhere
around the Gyarapatti village
in Gadchiroli’s Korchi tehsil.
The authorities apparently
did not precisely know that
Teltumbde would be among
them.

Sophisticated weapons
“After analysing these in-
puts, we planned an opera-
tion headed by Additional SP
Soumya Munde, who led
teams of around 300 C-60 ja-
wans and commenced
combing operations. At
around 6 a.m. on November
13, the Maoists opened fire
on our teams using sophisti-
cated weapons. Going by the
intensity of the fire they kept
up from their positions in
the hilly areas, we estimate
that 100 Maoists were pre-
sent there,” Mr. Goyal said,
adding that there was a likeli-
hood of more outlaws being
injured in the operation. He
said the Maoists had kept up
a heavy fire for the most part
of the 10-hour operation.

He said the injured men
were immediately taken out
of the combat zone in a
chopper and admitted to a
Nagpur hospital where they
are out of danger.

Manipur ambush: Naga
outfit under scanner

MNPF claims responsibility for attack

RAHUL KARMAKAR
GUWAHATI

A less-known Naga extre-
mist group involved in kill-
ing seven, including an As-
sam Rifles officer and his
wife and minor son, in an
ambush in Churachandpur
district of Manipur on Satur-
day has puzzled the security
forces and counter-insur-
gency specialists.

The Manipur Naga Peo-
ple’s Front (MNPF) had
along with the People’s Lib-
eration Army (PLA) claimed
responsibility for the attack
that killed Colonel Viplap
Tripathi and his family.

The PLA had been lying
low for about six years until
Saturday’s strike but has
been around since Septem-
ber 1978 as one of the fier-
cest of the VBIGs, an abbre-
viation used by the armed
forces to mean groups com-
prising mostly of fighters
from the Meitei community
who dominate Manipur’s
Imphal Valley. VBIG ex-
pands to Valley-based insur-
gent group.

“There isn’t much infor-
mation on the MNPF except
that it is ideologically op-
posed to the NSCN(I-M), the
strongest of Manipur’s Naga
group but not in conflict
with the armed forces in the

in Tripura, detained in Assam

News organisation says police trying to suppress reporting

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Two Delhi-based women
journalists, booked in Tripu-
ra for criminal conspiracy
and other charges, were de-
tained by the police in Ka-
rimganj district in Assam on
Sunday.

They had checked out of a
hotel in Dharmanagar in
Tripura after covering inci-
dents related to the commu-
nal violence in the State in
retaliation for the attacks on
Hindus in adjoining Bangla-
desh in October.

“We have been detained
at the Nilambazar police sta-
tion, Karimganj, Assam. We
were informed by the offic-
er-in-charge of Nilambazar
PS that SP of Gomati district
(in Tripura) gave the orders
for our detention,” Samridd-
hi K. Sakunia, one of the two
scribes, tweeted.

The other journalist is
Swarna Jha. Both work for
HW News Network.

The two were booked af-
ter Kanchan Das, a member
of a right-wing organisation,
lodged an FIR at the Fatikroy
police station in North Trip-
ura district.

The Indian Penal Code

£
There have been a spate of

protests against communal
violence in Tripura. =pTi

Sections slapped against
them pertain to criminal
conspiracy, promoting en-
mity between different
groups on grounds of reli-
gion, race, place of birth, re-
sidence, language, etc., and
intentional insult with intent
to provoke breach of peace.
The complaint, accessed
by The Hindu, claimed that
the duo visited some Muslim
houses in a village under Fa-
tikroy Assembly constituen-
cy and made provocative
comments against Hindus.
“Assam Police says that
our journalists will be taken
back to Tripura for further
questioning despite police
allowing them to leave the
hotel and giving seven days’
notice to record a statement.

The insect with a 90-120 mm wingspan is found in the eastern Himalayas

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

An elusive swallowtail
butterfly carrying ‘India’ in
its name and found in
next-door China will
become the State butterfly
of Arunachal Pradesh.

The State Cabinet headed
by Chief Minister Pema
Khandu on Saturday
approved the large, brightly
coloured Kaiser-i-Hind as
the State butterfly. The
Cabinet meeting was for the
first time held outside State
capital Itanagar at an
unusual location — Pakke
Tiger Reserve.

The Cabinet also adopted
the Pakke Tiger Reserve
2047 declaration on climate
change-resilient and
responsive Arunachal
Pradesh aimed at lowering
emissions and sustainable
development.

Kaiser-i-Hind
(Teinopalpus imperialis)
literally means Emperor of
India. This butterfly with a
90-120 mm wingspan is
found in six States along the
eastern Himalayas at

Winged beauty: Teinopalpus imperialis. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

elevations from
6,000-10,000 feet in
well-wooded terrain.

The butterfly also flutters

in Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar,
Laos, Vietnam and southern

China.

The State Wildlife Board
had in January 2020
accepted the proposal from

Koj Rinya, the divisional
forest officer of Hapoli
Forest Division in the Lower
Subansiri district to accept
the Kaiser-i-Hind as the
State butterfly. The proposal
was made with a view to
boosting butterfly tourism
and saving the species from
extinction in the State.

Protected areas under the
Hapoli Forest Division are
popular with butterfly
enthusiasts.

Although the
Kaiser-i-Hind is protected
under Schedule II of Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972, it is
hunted for supply to
butterfly collectors.

Habitat conservation
According to Assam-based
butterfly expert Monsoon
Jyoti Gogoi, the species is
confined to very few pockets
of Arunachal Pradesh and
could become extinct if not
conserved.

“The State butterfly tag
can translate into its habitat
conservation,” she said.

The first dead specimen
of Kaiser-i-Hind was
recorded in Sikkim by Usha
Lachugpa, a senior forest
official of the State, in 2012.
It was captured live on
camera by a few
participants during a
butterfly watching meet in
Arunachal Pradesh’s Talle
Valley Wildlife Sanctuary in
2014.

This is sheer harassment
and targeting of the press on
the part of Tripura Police
and Tripura Government to
suppress us from reporting
the facts of the case,” HW
News Network said in a
statement.

Earlier in the day, Ms. Sa-
kunia said in a tweet that
they had to face intimida-
tion.

The  Tripura  police
trashed the allegations.

“We served them a notice
seeking their appearance be-
fore the Fatikroy police sta-
tion but they sought time
stating they would need to
talk to their lawyer. So, we
asked them to depose on No-
vember 21,” a senior police
officer said.

“We had dealt with them
politely and this can be veri-
fied with the help of the
CCTV cameras installed at
the hotel,” he said.

A statement issued by
Tripura’s Assistant Inspec-
tor-General of Police (Law
and Order) late on Sunday
night said that a team from
the Dharmanagar women’s
police station was sent to As-
sam to fetch the two journal-
ists.

State since the ceasefire in
1997, an armed forces offic-
er keeping tabs on activities
along the India-Myanmar
border said. The NSCN(I-M)
is short for the Isak-Muivah
faction of the National So-
cialist Council of Nagaland.

According to local intelli-
gence officials , the MNPF
was formed in June 2013 af-
ter the merger of two more
obscure outfits called the
United Naga People’s Coun-
cil and Manipur Naga Revo-
lutionary Front.

A statement issued by the
MNPF said the group’s ob-
jective was “restoration of
sovereignty and right to self-
determination” besides
“bridging the gap” among
all revolutionary groups
across the seven northeast-
ern States.

Justifying the merger, the
outfit had said: “We encom-
pass all parties for a united
struggle which is our loud
and clear message. We shall
not demoralise our political
vision by remaining aloof
like the organisations under
ceasefire pacts whose inter-
est is either higher autono-
my or economic package.”

Last known, the MNPF’s
chairman was John Francis
Kashung and Wilson Tao its
general secretary.

Amravati
situation
under control

SHOUMOJIT BANER]JEE
PUNE

The situation in Amravati
district and other parts of
Maharashtra is under con-
trol, State Home Minister
Dilip Walse-Patil said on
Sunday.Mr. Walse-Patil said
the motive behind the ral-
lies called by certain organ-
isations which led to the
violence and a heightening
of communal tensions in

some cities would be
investigated.
He added that no casual-

ties had been reported
from Amravati where a cur-
few has been imposed and
Internet services suspend-
ed. A total of 50 persons
have been taken into custo-
dy in Amravati and the
Nanded police arrested 35
persons.

On Friday, violence had
erupted out in at least
three cities in the State —
Amravati, Malegaon and
Nanded — after the Mum-
bai-based Raza Academy
had reportedly called for a
day-long shutdown to prot-
est against incidents of
mosques being vandalised
in Tripura. On the possible
role of the Mumbai-based
Raza Academy, the Minis-
ter said an investigation
would be conducted.

Withdraw Kangana’s
Padma Shri: DCW chief

‘She disgraced great freedom fighters’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI
Delhi Commission For Wo-
men (DCW) chief Swati Mali-
wal wrote to President Ram
Nath Kovind on Sunday urg-
ing him to withdraw the
Padma Shri, India’s fourth
highest civilian award, bes-
towed on actor Kangana Ra-
naut for her remarks alleg-
edly belittling the country’s
Independence.

Ms. Ranaut on November
11 kicked off a row by saying
India attained “real free-
dom” in 2014, apparently
referring to the Narendra

Modi-led Government as-
suming power, and describ-
ing the country’s Indepen-
dence in 1947 as “bheek”
(alms).

Ms. Maliwal, in her letter,
said the actor had “made
certain outrageous state-
ments disgracing the great
freedom fighters of the
country”. The DCW chief al-
so demanded sedition
charges against the actor.

She also pointed out that
it was not a stray incident by
the actor and that “Ranaut
appears to not be of sound
mind”.

2,53,120/- last month to patients.

Name of Patient: Ms. Muskan Choudhary, 10 years.
Hospital Name: Christian Medical College.
Diagnosis: Thalassemia Major. This is a type of life
| | threatening blood disorder. The best option for her would
be to undergo Allogeneic Peripheral Blood Stem Cell
Transplantation (PBSCT). The estimated cost of PBSCT
at this hospital is approximately Rs.14,00,000/-.
We request Kind Hearted Philanthropists to save her.
Kindly send donation by Cheque/D.D/M.O favouring
Save Poor Lives and on the back of Cheque write
—— Alc Muskan Choudhary. Our Account Details: S/B
Account No.20000913487, State Bank of India, Raja Annamalaipuram Branch and
IFSC CODE: SBIN0001855. You can donate through Google pay No.9884607377, UPI
Id: savepoorlives@oksbi. All donations are exempted under 80G of I.T. ACT. Donated

Contact: SAVE POOR LIVES REGISTERED PUBLIC CHARITABLE TRUST, (ADMIN
DIVISION) Flat No.A1, Ceebros Garden, Ground Floor, Old No.76, Kamarajar Salai, Raja
Annamalaipuram, Chennai - 600 028. Ph: 044-42044165, Mobile: 9884607377, E-mail:
savepoorlives@gmail.com. Our website: www.savepoorlives.com
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Divide between haves,

have-nots remains: CJI

‘There is no real freedom without economic freedom’

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The stark divide between
haves and have-nots is still a
reality, Chief Justice of India
N.V. Ramana said here on
Sunday.

“Despite our being a part
of a welfare state, benefits
are not trickling down to the
intended beneficiaries at the
desired levels. People’s aspi-
ration about leading a digni-
fied life are often met with
challenges. One of them, pri-
marily, being poverty,” the
CJI said.

Chief Justice Ramana qu-
oted Jawaharlal Nehru on
the impact of poverty and a
fragmented society in a
country’s growth: “There
could be no real freedom
without economic freedom”
and that “to call a starving
man free, is but to mock
him”.

He was speaking at a pan-
Indian legal awareness and
outreach campaign pro-
gramme which coincided
with the birth anniversary of
Nehru, India’s first Prime
Minister.

‘Dignity for all’

Chief Justice Ramana re-
minded that the “fundamen-
tal mission of our Indepen-
dence struggle was to find
life and dignity for all”.

The top judge reminisced
how the Independence
movement fought and won
against the colonial attitude
that “poverty is a misfortune
for which the law cannot

Article 370
not diluted in
haste, says V-P

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NELLORE

Vice-President M. Ven-
kaiah Naidu on Sunday
said the dilution of Article
370 of the Constitution,
which granted special sta-
tus to Jammu and Kashmir,
was not done in haste.

The Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation Bill was
adopted after a detailed de-
bate, giving opportunity to
all parties. “It was a histor-
ic moment in my life,” the
Rajya Sabha Chairman said
while taking part in the
20th anniversary celebra-
tions of the Swarna Bharat
Trust, a social service or-
ganisation, along with Un-
ion Home Minister Amit
Shah, who had piloted the
Bill in the Upper House.

Speaking further on the
repeal of the constitutional
provision, he said: “It was
my life’s ambition and mis-
sion since my student days
as Kashmir is an integral
part of India.” Countrymen
were now rejoicing over
the repeal, he said. This
was achieved thanks to the
determination of Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi and
Mr. Shah, who ensured
that the Bill was passed
smoothly, he said.

A day before the pas-
sage, the Prime Minister
had wanted the Bill to be
taken up first in the Rajya
Sabha though he [Mr. Nai-
du] had suggested that it
could be taken up in the
Lok Sabha where the BJP
had a two-thirds majority,
Mr. Naidu recalled. While
he was worried about the
passage of the Bill, his fami-
ly members were worried
about his health, Mr. Naidu
said. But his cardiologist,
Balram Bhargava (Indian
Council of Medical Re-
search Director-General),
allayed their fears saying
that he would be in the gal-
lery and would take care.

Though people wanted
Article 370 to go, their wish
had not been fulfilled for
various reasons, he added.

Describing the Rajya
Sabha Chairman as a “mo-
del custodian of the Consti-
tution”, Mr. Shah recalled
how Mr. Naidu used to ar-
gue for taking out the pro-
vision from the statute
book. God had given Mr.
Naidu the opportunity to
chair the historic session.
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INTERVIEW | JAIRAM RAMESH

‘Will move dissent note in JPC on data Bill

There is a view in Govt. that this law will add to the cost of compliance, says senior Cong. leader

SOBHANA K. NAIR

Senior Congress leader Jairam Ramesh says he will be sub-
mitting a dissent note in the Joint Parliamentary Committee
(JPC) on Personal Data Protection Bill against the clause that
gives powers to the Union Government to suspend all or any
of the provisions of this Act for Government agencies. Ex-

Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana at the valedictory of a

pan-India legal awareness camp in New Delhi on Sunday. =pTi

take any responsibility at
all”.

“The struggles and aspira-
tions of our people shaped
our Constitution, the docu-
ment which promised us an
egalitarian future,” the CJI
said.

Judicial independence
The CJI said an independent
and robust district judiciary
was the foremost sign of a
healthy judiciary.

A woman in distress, a
child in care of need, an ille-
gal detainee approach the
trial court first.

“The mind of the Indian
judiciary can be known to
millions largely through the
actions of the trial court and
the district judiciary. For an

overwhelming majority of li-
tigants, what is real and ex-
isting is only the district jud-
iciary. Without robust justice
delivery system at the grass-
roots level, we cannot ima-
gine a healthy judiciary,”
Chief Justice Ramana said.

The CJI reinforced the
need to practise a justice de-
livery system which reached
out to those in need and ren-
dered them help without
delay.

The CJI said such people
care little for “well-dressed,
erudite lawyers or colossal
court buildings”.

“All they want is to be re-
lieved of their pain quickly,
without exhausting all their
resources,” Chief Justice Ra-
mana said.

cerpts:

What is happening with the
Joint Parliamentary
Committee on Personal Data
Protection Bill? The
committee has been
working on the Bill for the
past two years.

m We are going to adopt the
report on November 22.
There will be dissent notes,
but these will be decent
notes. I must compliment
Chairman P.P. Chaudhary.
He has made every effort to
bring together different
points of views. He has been
very democratic, collegial
and consultative. I know
there are senior people in
this Government who do not
want this Bill to come. There
is a view in the Government,
amongst some Ministers,
that this law will add to the
cost of compliance.

Will you be moving a dissent
note?

m Yes. My dissent is funda-
mentally against Clause 35
and I will also be moving a
qualified dissent against
Clause 12. Clause 35, I would
say, is the basic architectural
flaw with the law. It gives
sweeping powers to the Go-
vernment to exempt any
agency from the entire Act.
The Government should

pass a law in Parliament for
the exemption for any of its
agencies. I moved an amend-
ment in December 2020
seeking this change. But that
was not accepted.

The clause as it stands says
that the Government has to
record the reasons in writing
for seeking the exemption. If
the reasons have to be re-
corded in writing, I believe
that it should be laid on the
table of Parliament. That too
was not agreed to, thus the
dissent.

Section 12 is the other pro-
blematic area. Under this
Section, all Government de-
partments which are go-
verned by law such as the In-
come Tax Department and
the Unique Identification
Authority of India, will be ex-
empt from purposes of con-
sent. It is extraordinary that
the UIDALI is seeking exemp-
tion, considering the Justice
K.S. Puttuswamy judgment
came because of it.

We have come a long way
from the Bill when it was in-
troduced in 2019. But I have
no doubt in my mind that
this will be challenged in the
Supreme Court and it will re-
turn to Parliament for sever-
al revisions.

Secretary-General of Rajya
Sabha P.P.K. Ramacharyulu
was removed

Workers, farmers’ unions join forces

Meeting calls for united fight to revoke controversial farm laws and labour codes

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

Several workers’ unions in
Gurugram’s automotive sec-
tor and the Samyukt Kisan
Morcha (SKM), a conglomer-
ate of 500-odd farmers’ un-
ions protesting against the
farm laws, came together for
the first time to hold a joint
public meeting, “Mazdoor-
Kisan panchayat”, in sup-
port of their demands on
Sunday.

Organised by the Bellsoni-
ca Auto Components Em-
ployees Union, a workers’
union of a tier-one supplier
company to auto major Ma-
ruti Suzuki, the seven-hour
public meeting near the mi-
ni-Secretariat saw participa-
tion of the SKM’s national
and local leadership, includ-
ing farmer leaders Darshan
Pal and Yudhvir Singh, and
Bharatiya Kisan Union (Ekta
Ugrahan) president Joginder
Singh Ugrahan, besides lead-
ers and workers from
around a dozen workers’ un-
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Protest mode: Several unions in Gurugram holding a

o

Mazdoor-Kisan panchayat on Sunday. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

ions in the region. The major
demands raised at the meet-
ing were withdrawal of the
“anti-worker” labour codes,
implementation of the poli-
cy of regular job for regular
work, an end to retrench-
ments, and revoking the
three farm laws.

Stressing the similarities
between the farmers and the
workers, Mr. Ugrahan, in his
speech, said though the de-

mands of the two groups
were different, their needs
and economic status were
similar.

The soldier-turned-farmer
leader said both farmers and
workers had been indifferent
to each other’s problems
since their demands were
different, but their exploiter
was one and his policies for
them were same.

“It is the same Govern-

Why House leaders absent at
Nehru anniversary, asks Cong.

Jairam Ramesh says even Ministers absent at Central Hall

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The official function to com-
memorate the birth anniver-
sary of India’s first Prime Mi-
nister, Jawaharlal Nehru, at
the Central Hall of Parlia-
ment on Sunday, resulted in
a controversy with former
Union Minister Jairam Ra-
mesh questioning the ab-
sence of the presiding offic-
ers of the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha at the event.

In a tweet, Mr. Ramesh
called it “atrocious” that no

Government Minister had is destroying India’s great in-

Paying tributes: Sonia Gandhi paying tributes to Jawaharlal

Nehru at Shanti Van in New Delhi on Sunday. =pmi

been present.
“Extraordinary scene to-
day in Parliament at the tra-
ditional function to mark the
birth anniversary of those
whose portraits adorn the
Central Hall. Speaker Lok
Sabha absent. Chairman Ra-
jya Sabha absent. Not a sin-
gle Minister present. Can it
get more atrocious than
this?!” Mr. Ramesh tweeted.
“Nothing surprises me
anymore. This dispensation

»

stitutions, including #Parlia-
ment one day at a time,” ad-
ded Trinamool Congress’s
leader in Parliament Derek
O’Brien, in a response to Mr.
Ramesh’s tweet.

A senior official said the
Rajya Sabha Chairman
usually does not attend such
functions at the Central Hall,
and Mr. Birla attended the
function in 2019 and 2020.

A press release from the
Lok Sabha Secretariat said,
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“Minister of State in the Mi-
nistry of Micro, Small & Me-
dium Enterprises, Bhanu
Pratap Singh Verma, Leader
of Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge;
President, Indian National
Congress, Sonia Gandhi and
Members of Parliament and
former Members of Parlia-
ment paid floral tributes at
the portrait of Jawaharlal
Nehru in the Central Hall of
Parliament House on his
birth anniversary.”

ment which has brought the
three farm laws and the four
labour codes. They want to
take it away from the work-
ing class and put it in the
pockets of the corporates,”
Mr. Ugrahan said.

He cautioned that the
three farm laws would lead
to more hunger, debt, sui-
cides and unemployment.
“If the farmers are rendered
landless due to the policies
of the Government, they too
would become labourers. It
will lead to more unemploy-
ment among labourers and
increase their exploitation,”
Mr. Ugrahan said.

Mr. Pal, in his 10-minute
speech, said the farmers’ ag-
itation spanning almost a
year would not have been
possible without all farmers’
unions of Punjab and the
country joining hands.

“Our enemy is one, our
fight is same. Soon we will
have one demand charter
and get our democratic de-
mands met,” he said.

unceremoniously. Your
comments.

m That is an extraordinary
decision, particularly after
credit was claimed saying
that it is the first time in 70
years an officer of the Rajya
Sabha was elevated to the
post of Secretary-General.
Mr. Ramacharyulu is a very
qualified man, he is a Ph.D.
from JNU and a thorough
professional. This is also, I
might say, a rebuff to the
Vice-President and the Chair-
man of the Rajya Sabha.

What are the issues that will
dominate the upcoming
winter session of
Parliament?

m Farm laws are an ongoing
issue, with no breakthrough
in sight. The deterioration of
the border situation and the
complete confusion that ex-
ists vis-a-vis China and the
continued unwillingness of
the Government to discuss
this in any form are also of
great concern. Both Houses
of Parliament were in session
when the Chinese invasion
was on in November 1962. If
it could be debated back
then why not now? The eco-
nomy will also be in focus,
particularly the runaway in-
flation.

Haven’t the Opposition
parties failed to bring the
issue of “price rise” to the
centre stage?

m No. Last session was un-
usual. I can’t recall any time
when the Leader of the Op-

Cong.starts
protest against -
price rise |

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Sunday
launched a two-week agita-
tion by kicking off the Jan
Jagran Padayatra against
price rise and policies of

the Narendra Modi
Government.
“Flagged off #JanJagran-

"' A-.. O
(f’) Clause 35 gives

sweeping powers to
the Government to
exempt any agency
from the entire Act.
It is a flaw with the
law.

position of the Rajya Sabha
called a meeting of 14-15 Op-
position parties. We met
each day to decide the strate-
gy. Of course that was dictat-
ed by Pegasus. While it re-
mains an issue, but after the
Supreme Court committee,
the salience of that issue is
different from what it was in
the monsoon session. In a
couple of days, the Opposi-
tion parties will get together
to decide the strategy for the
upcoming session.

You are the AICC observer
for Manipur. What are the
Congress’s hopes and
expectations for the
Assembly elections next
year?

m In Manipur, we stand a ve-
ry good chance. In 2017, we
were the single largest party;
we had 28 MLAs, we could
have formed the government
if we had three more MLAs.
But market forces inter-
vened. In a similar situation,

in 2002, we were the single
largest party and we formed
the government. In 2017 we
were the single largest, but
Mr. (Amit) Shah and Mr. (Na-
rendra) Modi did not let us
form the government.

The Congress is perpetually
fire-fighting in the States
where it is in power. When
will it stop?

m We are an open and demo-
cratic party where people
are free to express their
views. We represent India in
all its colours. But if you ask
me whether the Congress
could have more unity, more
discipline and more self-con-
trol, I can’t disagree. And
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi has said this repeat-
edly, I am not really saying
anything new here. The Con-
gress is really the only na-
tional force that can take on
the BJP.

The Trinamool Congress
and the AAP may disagree
with you about the Congress
being the only “national
force”.

m The Trinamool’s victory in
West Bengal was magnifi-
cent, no doubt about it. They
didn’t defeat the BJP, they
destroyed the BJP. Similarly,
the DMK is the pre-eminent
political force in Tamil Nadu.
The Congress also recognises
this and it will work to bring
these forces together. ‘Anti-
BJPism’ is certainly a glue
but a stronger glue will be a
common programme and
that will emerge.

Priyanka meets Mayawati

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on
Sunday called on Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) chief
Mayawati to offer her con-
dolences as her mother
passed away in a Delhi hos-
pital on Saturday.
According to a BSP press
statement, Ms. Mayawati's
mother, Ramrati, 92, died

while undergoing treatment
at a hospital.

The last rites will be per-
formed in Delhi on Sunday,
the BSP statement said. It al-
so mentioned Ms. Mayawa-
ti's father had died last year
at the age of 95.

Accompanied by Rajya
Sabha member Deepender
Hooda, Ms. Vadra went to
the BSP chief's official resi-
dence in Delhi.

PadYatra organised by
Mumbai Regional Congress
Committee in Mumbai to-
day to raise the voice of the
millions of Indians suffer-
ing due to Modi Govt’s in-
ability to control soaring
inflation. We will continue
this movement across the
country,” tweeted party
general secretary (organi-
sation) K.C. Venugopal.
Such padayatras are being
organised by all the State
units of the party.

Andhra Pradesh State Financial Services
Corporation Limited (APSFS)

A Fully Owned Undertaking of the Government of Andhra Pradesh
4" Floor, NTR Administrative Block, Pandit Nehru Bus Station, Vijayawada-520013, AP

candidates for the following positions:

Finance Manager (1) with CA qualification and minimum 4 years of post
CA experience (Contract basis). Apply directly.

Data Entry Operator (1), Office Assistant (1) and Office Subordinate (1).
For these positions, only outsourcing agencies should apply with
quotation. Candidates should not apply directly to us.

Salary depends on qualifications and experience and as per the industry standards.

Applications can be sent to hr.apsfs@gmail.com
Interested candidates may apply latest by 06 December, 2021.

DIPR 486PP/CL, Dt: 12-11-2021

APSFS is in the process of recruitment of competent and committed

In October, the Congress
Working Committee (CWC)
decided to take to the
streets over the “runaway
inflation” and consistent
increase fuel prices.

NOTIFICATION OF

MAHAGENCO

Maharashtra State Power Generation Co. Ltd.

INVITATION OF BIDS

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING FOR SUPPLY
OF NON-COKING (STEAM) COAL OF FOREIGN ORIGIN
WITH REVERSE AUCTION ON FORD BASIS

Date of issuance of invitation: 15.11.2021

Advt. No. 792021 Government of India

Public Enterprises Selection Board
invites applications for the post of
Director (Marketing)
in
Coal India Limited

Last date of receipt of applications in
PESB is by
15.00 hours on 17th January, 2022.
For details login to website
http://lwww.pesb.gov.in

OFFICE OF ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER
PHED, JAIPUR REGION-I, JAIPUR
Jyoti Nagar, Sahakar Marg, Jaipur-302005

Phone: 0141-2740170(0) e-mail: acel.jpr.phed@rajasthan.gov.in

No.: F. /ACE/PHED/Ar. Dausa/NIT-/2021-22/ Date:

(e-NIT NO. 128-134/2021-22)

On behalf of the Governor of Rajasthan NIT No. 128-134/2021-22 online
tender is hereby invited from eligible bidders for “of Conversion of HP to
piped Water supply scheme FHTC including one year Defect Liability
period under JJM of District Dausa” as per criteria mentioned in the detailed
NIT/tender document available on websites: https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in &
http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in. Tenders are to be submitted online in electronic
format on website https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in as per prescribed schedule.

(TO BE SUBMITTED ONLINE DULY FILLED IN &
DIGITALLY SIGNED)

The Maharashtra State Power Generation Co. Ltd., Mumbai,
India (MAHAGENCO) invites online Bids (Two Bid System i.e.
separate bid for technical/commercial and price bid) from
eligible Bidders for supply of “2.0 MILLION MT NON-COKING
(STEAM) COAL OF FOREIGN ORIGIN” on FOR Destination
basis for Khaperkheda (U # 1 to 5) (4 x 210 MW + 1 x 500 MW),
Chandrapur Unit 3 to 9 (2 x 210 MW & 5 x 500 MW) and
Bhusawal (U # 4 & 5) (2 x 500 MW) and Nashik (U # 3 to 5) (3 x
210 MW) with reverse auction. Procurement process will be
done on e-tendering. Each bidder shall register itself on online
payment of the vendor registration fee (Rs.5000/- + Goods &
Service Tax (GST) @18 % GST Extra i.e.Rs.5900/-) and tender
fee (Rs.25000/- + Goods & Service Tax (GST) @18% extrai.e.
Rs.29500/-).
Bid Specification shall be available for download on or
before15.11.20210on website https://sets.mahagenco.in after
payment of vendor registration and tender fee. Vendor
registration is started on the aforementioned website.Overseas
bidders can submit the vendor registration and tender fee
through international debit/credit card.
Last date for receipt of queries :22.11.2021 15:00 Hrs. IST
Pre-bid meeting :23.11.2021 15:00 Hrs. IST
Lastdate for payment oftenderfees : 28.11.2021 15:00 Hrs.IST
and download of tender document
Due date for submission of bids

:29.11.2021 15:00 Hrs. IST
:29.11.2021 16:00 Hrs. IST

Due date for opening of techno-
commercial bids

MAHAGENCO reserves the right to cancel/withdraw this
invitation for Bids without assigning any reason for such

decision.

Contact details: Phone (P) 022- 26475927(0) 022- 26474211 /
26472131 Extn: 2451 Fax No. 022-2658 1466

Email: cefmc@mahagenco.in

NOTE: This is an e-tender. Offers shall be submitted &

CHIEF ENGINEER (FM)

NIT No. Particular Estt. Cost UBN No.

(Rs. in

Crore)
128/2021-22| PHED Sub Division Lalsot| 2.15 PHE2122WS0OB08973
129/2021-22| PHED Sub Division Lalsot| 1.28 PHE2122WS0B08974
130/2021-22| PHED Sub Division Lalsot| 1.55 PHE2122WS0OB08975
131/2021-22| PHED Sub Division Lalsot| 1.95 PHE2122WS0OB08976
132/2021-22| PHED Sub Division Lalsot| 1.54 PHE2122WS0OB08977
133/2021-22| PHED Sub Division Lalsot| 2.04 PHE2122WS0B08978
134/2021-22|Sub Division Mahwa Under| 4.48 PHE2122WS0OB08979

PHED Division Mahwa

DIPR/C/11330

SAVE WATER - SAVE LIFE

(Arun Srivastava)
Addl. Chief Engineer
PHED, Jaipur Region-l, Jaipur

processed in electronic mode only. Physical copies of required
document will additionally need to be supplied for verification.
The instructions to bidder/terms & conditions appearing in this
specification only shall be applicable.

M ND-NDE

»



Reconsider transfer of Madras HC

CJ, senior counsel urge SC Collegium

‘Constant transfers of judges have left High Court in a state of flux’

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Thirty-one designated se-
nior counsel have sent a joint
representation to the Su-
preme Court Collegium, urg-
ing it to reconsider its recom-
mendation to the Centre and
the President to transfer Ma-
dras High Court Chief Justice
Sanjib Banerjee to the High
Court of Meghalaya.

The representation stated
that the Chief Justice had as-
sumed office in the Madras
High Court only on January
4, and had completed only
10 months here, though he
had two more years of ser-
vice, with his date of retire-
ment being November 1,
2023.

“During his term, he has
discharged his functions,
both in the administrative
and judicial side, to the best
of his capabilities, bringing
honour to the office he held.
He has been a good adminis-
trator, and in the judicial
side, has disposed a few
thousand cases, even during
the devastating COVID-19
pandemic,” the senior coun-
sel said.

Their representation went
on toread: “The orders were

IN BRIEF
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Historian Babasaheb
Purandare critical
PUNE

Noted historian and Padma
Vibhushan awardee Balwant
Moreshwar Purandare,
popularly known as
'‘Babasaheb’ Purandare, is
said to be in a critical
condition and is undergoing
treatment at a private
hospital here.

Policeman injured in
gunfight in Srinagar
SRINAGAR

One policeman was injured in
a gunfight between militants
and the security forces in
Srinagar on Sunday. “Based
on input about presence of
terrorists in Jamalata, a raid
was carried out. As the team
approached, the hiding
terrorists started
indiscriminate firing on
them," Inspector General of
Police Vijay Kumar said.

Dudhwa National Park
to reopen from today
LAKHIMPUR KHERI

The Dudhwa National Park in
Uttar Pradesh is set to open
for tourists from November
15, a senior official said on
Sunday. The park was earlier
scheduled to open from
November 1. However,
untimely very heavy rain in
the area disturbed the
schedule. p1i

Chief Justice of Madras High Court Sanjib Banerjee =FiLe pHoTO

predominantly dictated in
the open court and deli-
vered. When this is a fact
that most advocates and liti-
gants will readily agree to,
we are unable to fathom the
reasons for his sudden
transfer to another court.”
The senior counsel also
said that constant transfers
of judges had left the Madras
High Court in a state of con-
stant flux. Such short-lived
tenures at the apex of the
court’s hierarchy in a State
bodes ill for the health of the
institution and the justice
delivery system, they said.

Punjab BJP meets Modi

Stating that it takes a new
Chief Justice at least a year to
understand the administra-
tion, composition and chal-
lenges of an institution,
apart from understanding
the culture, language and lo-
cal practices of a State, the
senior counsel said any Chief
Justice of the Madras High
Court should at least have a
two-year term.

However, in the last three
years, the Madras High
Court has had three Chief
Justices apart from Acting
Chief Justices who were at
the helm of affairs for brief

on Kartarpur corridor
Reopen before Gurpurab, they say

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

BJP leaders from Punjab,
along with national general
secretaries Dushyant Gau-
tam and Tarun Chugh, met
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday and re-
quested him to reopen the
Kartarpur corridor before
Gurpurab, which falls on
November 19.

Pilgrimage to the Kartar-
pur Sahib gurdwara was sus-
pended in March 2020 be-
cause of the COVID-19
outbreak.

11-member team

The delegation, composed
of 11 leaders from Punjab,
met Mr. Modi here and con-
veyed the sentiments of Gu-
ru Nanak Dev ji’s devotees,
BJP Punjab unit president
Ashwani Sharma said.

Mr. Sharma said the
Prime Minister assured
them that he would look in-
to their demand.

The BJP leaders from
Punjab are also expected to
meet party president J.P.
Nadda later in the day and
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Monday.

The Kartarpur corridor
links Gurdwara Darbar Sa-
hib in Pakistan, the final
resting place of Sikhism
founder Guru Nanak Dev, to
Dera Baba Nanak shrine in

—
|
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Narendra Modi meeting BJP
leaders from Punjab, Delhi
and J&K. =p1i

Gurdaspur district.

Mr. Chugh, who was part
of the delegation, said the
party leaders from Punjab
also thanked Mr. Modi for
taking landmark initiatives
for the well-being of both
Punjab and the Sikh
community.

Farm protests
The delegation is known to
have raised the issue of the
continuing protests against
the three farm laws passed
by Parliament last year.
According to some who
were part of the delegation,
the Prime Minister reiterat-
ed his old stance that the
Union Government was rea-
dy for talks with farmers
groups.

periods, the senior counsel
said, requesting the collegi-
um not to view the represen-
tation as a missive aimed at
supporting the cause of any
individual, but a plea to
strengthen the health of the
institution.

The signatories to the re-
presentation included senior
counsel P.S. Raman, V. Pra-
kash, Nalini Chidambaram,
E. Omprakash, Ravi Kumar
Paul, N.R. Elango, P.H. Ar-
vindh Pandian, Satish Paras-
aran, Veera Kathiravan, A.
Thiyagarajan, M.K. Kabir
and A.R.L. Sundaresan.

Those who signed elec-
tronically, by consent, in-
cluded senior counsel Ar-
vind P. Datar, Hema
Sampath, S. Subbiah, M. Ra-
vindran, Vijay Narayan, M.
Ajmal Khan, S. Ramasamy,
A. Sirajudeen, J. Raja Kaliful-
la, N. Krishnaveni, P.R. Ra-
man, Pushya Sitaraman, T.P.
Manoharan, N.C. Ramesh,
Chitra Sampath, Isaac Mo-
hanlal, R. Venkataraman and
R. Murari. The Madras Bar
Association also passed a re-
solution, at an emergency
general body meeting on
Sunday, for the transfer to be
reconsidered.

Sonu Sood’s
sister joins
politics

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHANDIGARH

Actor and philanthropist
Sonu Sood on Sunday said
his sister Malvika is joining
politics, but added he has
no such plans for himself.
Ms. Malvika said she will
contest the 2022 Punjab
Assembly polls from Moga.

Mr. Sood, who is from
Moga district, said his sis-
ter has done a lot of amaz-
ing work in the past. “We
today officially want to say
that Malvika will certainly
come to serve Punjab,” Mr.
Sood said.

Asked about joining any
political party, Mr. Sood
said no decision has yet
been taken. “We have not
yet taken a call about the
party. Whenever the time
comes, we will make sure
that we let you know,” he
said.

“It is a very big decision
in life. Malvika is strongly
rooted in Moga...For me
(joining politics), I have
not thought of it,” he said.

On his recent meetings
with Punjab CM Charanjit
Singh Channi and Delhi
CM Arvind Kejriwal, Mr.
Sood said both are good
people. On Akali Dal chief
Sukhbir Singh Badal, he
said he would meet him
too.
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[MA wants to inoculate all
diabetics, give booster dose

‘Millions with the condition do not have access to care’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Indian Medical Associa-
tion (IMA) on Sunday de-
manded COVID-19 vaccina-
tion for all diabetes patients,
including a booster dose, if
needed. The association
launched a campaign for
early detection and mitiga-
tion of diabetes complica-
tions.

The campaign, launched
on the occasion of World
Diabetes Day, will run for 10
days and aims to reach one
billion people, the IMA said
in arelease.

As part of the campaign,
the IMA has joined hands
with the Association of Phys-
icians of India and other
organisations.

The IMA says that millions
of people with diabetes do
not have access to the kind
of care they need and that
patients often require con-
tinuous care and support to
avoid complications.

To make insulin accessi-
ble, the IMA’s State and local
branches will set up special
centres, the statement said.

The World Diabetes Day
logo — a blue circle — will be
depicted by blue light and
blue balloons during the

i

o k

Impending gloom: The IMA launched a campaign for early
detection, mitigation of diabetes complications. =riLe PHoTO

campaign at all IMA branch-
es. Also, special sessions will
be organised during the
week at ‘blue corners’ to
make people aware of dia-
betes and complications
caused by it, the statement
said.

“In India, more than 77
million adults are living with
diabetes and researchers
predict that this will in-
crease to 134 million by
2045, said the association.

City lifestyle

According to a 2021 review,
people who live in cities and
metropolitan areas in India
are more likely to develop
diabetes than ever before.
“This is due in part to a city
lifestyle that is marked by se-
dentary, stress, junk food,

Potters’ touch for clay griddle makers’ kilns

Kilns in Rajasthan villages to be modified to make them efficient, less polluting

MOHAMMED IQBAL
UNCH (BHARATPUR)

Potters from Unch village in
Bharatpur district of
Rajasthan will travel to Deeg
tehsil’s Punchari village next
week to assist clay griddle
makers in fabricating their
kilns with a modified design.
The furnaces set up with
technical upgrade in Unch
have helped potters scale up
their production of
earthenware with better
strength and less breakage.

The potters, forming the
Kumhar community, in
Unch have benefited from
design interventions and
new baking techniques for
their furnaces, making the
kilns more efficient and less
polluting, as part of an
experiment undertaken by
Indian Institute of
Technology-Delhi’s (II'T-D)
Rural Technology Action
Group (RuTAG).

A total of 14 such kilns
have been set up in the
village since January this
year.

The initiative is being
extended to Punchari
village, which is famous for
the production of clay
griddles that maintain the
earthy scent of the black
soil, procured mostly from
local ponds, even after they
are baked.

The clay griddles are

inthe kilns. =sPEcIAL ARRANGEMENT

supplied to different parts of
Rajasthan, and as far as Agra
and Mathura in Uttar
Pradesh, and Faridabad and
Gurugram in Haryana,
generating an estimated
annual turnover of ¥1.5
crore.

25% loss

About 25% of the clay
griddles break during
baking in the kilns. RuTAG is
working in collaboration
with Bharatpur-based Lupin
Foundation to find a
solution to the issue and
help the potters increase
their production. The 14
furnaces installed in Unch
have turned out to be

Heat loss: About 25% of the clay griddles break during baking

successful in improving the
quality of earthenware with
a lesser quantity of mustard
stubble used as fuel.

Ramsukh Prajapat, 70, in
whose household the first
model kiln was set up, told
The Hindu that the baking
time for items like cups,
cutlery, pans, clay griddles,
dishes, bowls and pitchers
had been reduced by half in
the new furnace because of
high and uniform
temperature distribution in
its chamber. Contrary to the
open fire baking used
earlier, the new technique
has produced encouraging
results, he said.

Clay pottery is taken up

in the region both as a
traditional occupation and
the only livelihood option
for the Kumhar community.
With the first-ever technical
intervention, in which the
potters themselves have
fabricated kilns under
RuTAG’s guidance,
production has increased
manifold and the
community’s younger
generation has evinced
interest in the occupation.

Fuel use halved

RuTAG research scholar
Yashwant Prasad said trials
in the kilns had found that
fuel consumption could be
reduced by 50% in addition
to better results in baking,
which would have a cultural
impact in terms of lesser
quantity of cow dung cakes
and crop husk required for
combustion.

“Over 35 families of
Kumhars in Punchari can
benefit immensely from the
modified kilns. We are
extending our experiment
to specifically include clay
griddles in order to check
the efficacy of our technical
inputs,” Mr. Prasad said.
While a team of potters
from Unch would carry out
“participatory designing”
for their counterparts, the
RuTAG would act as a
facilitator, he added.

smoking, and liquor con-
sumption. All these factors
lead to an increase in a per-
son’s body mass index (BMI)
— a major risk factor in caus-
ing diabetes,” the statement
said.

Undiagnosed cases
Overall, women have a high-
er risk of developing dia-
betes than men, but as both
groups get older, the risk de-
creases, the IMA said.

Although diabetes figures
are high, researchers esti-
mate that 57% of cases re-
main undiagnosed.

It also spoke about the
diabetic foot, terming it a
dreaded complication, and
saying that 80% of amputa-
tions of leg in India are due
to this condition.

Burnt body
of abducted
scribe found

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PATNA

The charred body of a jour-
nalist and Right to Informa-
tion activist who was kid-
napped four days ago was
found on November 12 by
the roadside in Madhubani
district of Bihar.

Local police have taken
some people into custody
and are investigating the
case.

The journalist, Buddhi-
nath Jha, alias Avinash Jha,
was working with a local
news portal and was ex-
posing fake medical clinics
and nursing homes of Beni-
patti.

He was also working as
an RTI activist and getting
details of such illegal priv-
ate medical clinics and
pathological laboratories
running without following
Government rules and
norms to write on his
portal.

His recent reports had
led to the closure of at least
four illegal private clinics
and nursing homes and im-
position of fine of 50,000
on other clinics. By a Go-
vernment order, 19 such il-
legal centres were ordered
to shut in Benipatti and
neighbouring area Dhakja-
ri in February 2021 too. In
2019, action was taken
against nine such illegal
centres.
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B ACROSS
1 Preserve animal food (6)
4 Rate of a local tax, say (6)
8 Selecting a picture (7)

9 A time Spanish man hosted a politician (7)
11 Some new roles — some ending in disaster (4,2,4)

12 Working with unknown variables in black (4)

13 Setter is smiling in support (1-4)

14 Hold on with difficulty (8)

Display keystrokes of genius.
Type your answers in our online grids:
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn
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16 Moves forward with issues ahead of time (8)

18 Fibre Marie developed (5)
20 Instant photo (4)

21 Convict hunted down outside town, caught (10)

23 Reluctant girl on medicine (7)

24 Model, praised, had great ambitions (7)
25 Hostile Southeastern state basically (6)

26 Notice split coming (6)
H DOWN

1 Vehicle to leave with shipment (5)

2 Location unknown at this time and at this place (7)

3 Roam about in fear — it's all around (9)

5 Details — these are before your eyes (5)

6 Charm of posh English manor — fantastic surroundings (7)

7 State leader’s conservative approach and narrative (9)

10 Indicate regarding offer (9)
13 Ones in country’s islands (9)

15 Users, ripped-off after gym shutting down, at a loss (9)

17 Calm primate eating vegetables (7)

19 State-Church separated as a system (7)
21 Game contributed by the Dutch essentially (5)
22 Fair and equal trial to begin with (5)

SUDOKU

3|7

6

N[
TN

4
6

3|8
1|5

3

1

9315

Mo.355258 Distribubon: www. knightfeatunes.com

2| |84

DIFFICULTY RATING: Yl W75y

Solution to puzzle 13401

Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku

C E G E |

E T R R

n|O(>N

>(Z|O|D|>
m(x|>»|c|O
o

E X M D M

(8
(=2}
l(ﬂ
(@]

>
n(m|—|—|mfo

w(w|o|O|w|w|>
mfH[c|O|m|Xx|m

nmo|—|m|—=|o|m
z

|mm|<|{m|xX|O[O|0

»
[3)

m(w|>|0
o

om|o|>

T(o|[H|—-|S[m|w

> =
—(>|n|>|z

—
—|w[m|o
x|m[Z[=Z[>]|<

z
w|xn[m|[m|[z[o]|-]|o

<
o|z[o|x|n

z
w|m[-[z[m|o]>[o]>
w|-4|o|-|n|m|o

no|o ~i[&[ofuw/m[—=
— |00 |w|m|~n»|
0100 & [ooro| =~ ©
RN NENEEEE
|0 o|on|w|m|= M~
~|& oo/ =

(N n|~J|—|00|W0 W+

00— M|W|~|N| &
OO W|— 0D ~IM

cM
K

FAITH

The Tirumalai hills

Of the many Divya Desams that Azhwars have sung about,
Tiruvengadam, also known as Tirumalai, is very dear to
most of them. Among the Azhwars, the Mudal Azhwars,
comprising Poigai, Bhootha and Pey Azhwars, have con-
veyed their experience of the deity along with the descrip-
tions of the natural beauty of the hills in many of their
hymns, pointed out Sri A. K. Sundarrajan in a discourse.
They affirm with great faith that a visit to Tirumalai to seek
His grace is sure to be most beneficial.

The Lord at Tirumalai is worshipped not only by the pe-
ople of this earth but by the Nityasuris of Vaikunta and other
celestial beings, says Poigai Azhwar. He describes the many
waterfalls, the animals, birds, plants, trees, etc, and other
residents of the hills such as the kuravars who worship the
Lord with love and devotion. This sacred shrine has the
power to rid the sins of all the people. Many kinds of people
seek the Lord for various reasons based on their aims of life
and individual temperaments. Some of them are staunch
devotees who long for eternal service at His feet. They will
not bear any separation from Him. As Andal says, they wish
to serve Him at all times, no matter how many births they
are destined to take owing to their karma.

Azhwar says that even if their past sins lead them to re-
peated births, and thereby continue to be a hurdle, a visit to
this place to worship the Lord is capable of removing this
great obstacle to moksha. There may be many others who
wish for the material comforts of this world. God grants
their wishes. But even such people will gradually give up
their laukika desires owing to the subtle power of His grace.
Instead, their attention is diverted to the Lord and they be-
gin to nurture the longing for Moksha.

»
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At least 68 dead in Ecuador
prison violence, dozens injured

US., China trade barbs ahead of summit

As Biden, Xi prepare for Tuesday’s virtual meet, top diplomats from both countries spar over Taiwan

ANANTH KRISHNAN
HONG KONG

The lead-up to Tuesday
morning’s virtual summit
between United States Presi-
dent Joe Biden and Chinese
President Xi Jinping has seen
the two countries exchange
sharp remarks on Taiwan,
one of many thorny issues
on which both sides are un-
likely to make much
headway.

In a telephone call bet-
ween top U.S. and Chinese
diplomats, both sides ex-
pressed concerns over the
other’s position on Taiwan,
with China’s Foreign Minis-
ter Wang Yi attacking “the
U.S’s wrong words and
deeds” and saying that “any
connivance of and support
for the ‘Taiwan indepen-
dence’ forces..would only
boomerang in the end.”

China last also week hit
out at a visit by a U.S. con-
gressional delegation to Tai-
wan, while the People’s Lib-
eration Army carried out
more drills that have fol-
lowed recent record aerial
intrusions into Taiwan’s Air
Defence Identification Zone.

In the phone call, U.S. Se-

Setting the agenda: A combination of file pictures of Chinese
President Xi Jinping, left, and U.S. President Joe Biden. =arp

cretary of State Antony Blin-
ken “expressed concern re-
garding the PRC’s [People’s
Republic of China’s] conti-
nued military, diplomatic,
and economic pressure
against Taiwan” and “urged
Beijing to engage in mea-
ningful dialogue to resolve
cross-Strait issues peacefully
and in a manner consistent
with the wishes and best in-
terests of the people on
Taiwan.”

‘Red lines’

Mr. Xi however is expected
to reinforce China’s “red
lines” on the Taiwan issue in

Tuesday’s virtual summit,
one of many points of diffe-
rence on which the two sides
are unlikely to reach a meet-
ing of minds.

The measured expecta-
tion ahead of the summit is a
lowering of temperatures
and an improvement in tone
after years of a rancorous re-
lationship marked by a trade
war during the term of the
Trump administration and
tensions that have continued
this year under the Biden ad-
ministration, a reflection of
an increasingly bipartisan
consensus in Washington on
the approach to China.

One point of difference
with the new administration
appears to be its keenness to
find common ground with
China on some issues such as
climate change, on which
the two countries recently
announced a new coopera-
tion agreement, even though
officials have made clear
they still viewed China as the
primary strategic challenge.
On the other hand, the Biden
administration has said it
would seek to work more ef-
fectively with U.S. allies and
partners, including with the
Quad grouping, in coming
up with a more coherent ap-
proach to China, while also
speaking out more on hu-
man rights issues.

Common ground

Underlining the state of rela-
tions, Mr. Biden and Mr. Xi
have only had two phone
calls this year, the first short-
ly after the inauguration. In
the second call in Septem-
ber, the U.S. President told
his counterpart that both
sides needed “to ensure
competition does not veer
into conflict” as they deal
with a growing list of

Qadhafr’s son to run for President

Military commander Khalifa Haftar is also likely to join the race for Libya’s top post

ASSOCIATED PRESS
TRIPOLI

The son and one-time heir
apparent of late Libyan dic-
tator Muammar Qadhafi an-
nounced on Sunday his can-
didacy for the country's
presidential election next
month, Libya's election
agency said.

Saif al-Islam, who is want-
ed by the International Cri-
minal Court on charges of
crimes against humanity re-
lated to the 2011 uprising,
submitted his candidacy

Novelist
Wilbur Smith
passes away

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
JOHANNESBURG

Zambian-born bestselling
adventure author Wilbur
Smith has died at his home
in South Africa. He was 88.
With 49 titles under his
belt, Smith’s swashbuck-
ling adventure stories took
readers from tropical is-
lands to the jungles of Afri-
ca and even Ancient Egypt.
His 1964 debut novel When
the Lion Feeds became an
instant bestseller and led
to 15 sequels, tracing an
ambitious family’s fortunes
for more than 200 years.

Hackers compromise FBI

papers in the southern town
of Sabha, the High National
Elections Commission said
in a statement.

Qadhafi’s son was cap-
tured by fighters in the town
of Zintan late in 2011, the
year when a popular upris-
ing, backed by the NATO,
toppled his father after more
than 40 years in power. Qad-
hafi was later killed amid the
ensuing fighting that would
turn into a civil war.

Saif al-Islam, who was
seen as the reformist face of

Saif al-Islam

Qadhafi’s regime before the
2011 uprising, was released
in June 2017 after more than
five years of detention.

Saif al-Islam has deeply
rooted links to tribes across
Libya, and is the first major
presidential hopeful to sub-
mit his candidacy to the
highest post.

Also widely expected to
announce their bids are po-
werful military commander
Khalifa Haftar, Parliament
Speaker Agila Saleh and
former Interior Minister
Fathi Bashaga.

Libya is set to hold presi-
dential elections on Decem-
ber 24.

Kuwait’s Emir issues amnesty
to dissidents of 2011 uprising

Also pardoned were members of the alleged Abdali cell

REUTERS
DUBAI

Kuwait’s Emir Sheikh Nawaf
al-Ahmed al-Sabah has par-
doned a group of prisoners
in an amnesty intended to
defuse a political row.
Among those released were
Shia Kuwaitis convicted in
2016 for spying for Iran and
Lebanon’s Iran-allied
Hezbollah.

The amnesty was a key
demand of Opposition law-
makers locked in a dispute
with the government over
the Prime Minister’s refusal
to be questioned in Parlia-
ment. Earlier on Sunday, the
Emir accepted the govern-
ment’s resignation in anoth-
er step to end the feud.

The Emir on Saturday is-
sued two decrees granting

servers, send MeSSages

Emails warned of possible cyberattack

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

Fake emails purportedly
from the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security warning
of cyberattacks were sent
out on Saturday from a se-
cure FBI computer server,
computer security experts
said.

The FBI confirmed inde-
pendent security group
Spamhaus’s report that a
large number of fake emails
were sent in two waves early
Saturday from an address
on the government’s Law
Enforcement  Enterprise
Portal, which is used by
multiple government
agencies.

Some of the emails, sent
in the name of the Home-
land Security cyber threat
detection group, were hea-
dlined: “Urgent: threat ac-
tor in systems.”

cM
K

They warned recipients
that they were the target of a
“sophisticated” hacking at-
tack from a known extortion
gang, according to
Spamhaus.

Independent cyber se-
curity expert Brian Krebs
said he, too, had received a
fake email from the FBI ad-
dress, though with a diffe-
rent message.

In a statement, the FBI
and the DHS Cybersecurity
and Infrastructure Agency
confirmed the incident,
without offering details.

“The FBI and CISA are
aware of the incident this
morning involving fake
emails from an @ic.fbi.gov
email account,” they said in
a statement. “This is an on-
going situation and we are
not able to provide any addi-
tional information at this
time,” it added.

»

A political prisoner hugging
his mother after his release in
Kuwait. =ReuTERS

pardons and reduced sen-
tences of 35 people, includ-
ing former lawmakers in
self-exile in Turkey sen-
tenced for storming the Par-
liament building in 2011
protests against corruption.

The decrees pardoned
two members of the alleged

‘Abdali cell’, named after the
place where a weapons
cache was discovered in a
2015 raid, along with four
convicted of covering for the
group, and halved the sen-
tences of 18 others, some of
whom had already served
the commuted term.

Women threw flower pe-
tals as more than 10 prison-
ers were seen exiting a bus
in a parking lot outside the
central prison, where more
than 200 relatives and
friends gathered to meet
them, embracing amid
chants of “There is no god
but God”.

Authorities have so far
not disclosed how many
convicts were released on
Sunday, but one lawyer said
20 had been freed.

Al Jazeera says bureau
chief in Sudan arrested

This comes a day after mass protests

ASSOCIATED PRESS
KHARTOUM

The Qatar-based satellite
news network Al-Jazeera
said Sunday its bureau chief
in Sudan was detained by
security forces, a day after
mass protests across the
country against last month’s
military coup.

The network said on
Twitter that Sudanese forc-
es raided the home of El Mu-
salmi El Kabbashi and de-
tained him.

The development comes
after security forces fired
live ammunition and tear
gas Saturday to disperse
protesters denouncing the
military’s tightening grip on
the country.

The Sudan Doctors Com-
mittee said a 15-year-old
protester died Sunday of
gunshot wounds to his sto-
mach and thigh, raising the

death toll to six people.

In a later statement, Al-Ja-
zeera said El Kabbashi had
been arrested at his home in
Khartoum, the Sudanese
capital. The broadcaster
said it held the Sudanese
military responsible for his
safety.

“Al-Jazeera condemns in
the strongest terms the re-
prehensible actions of the
military and calls on the
authorities to release El
Kabbashi immediately and
to allow its journalists to op-
erate unhindered, free to
practice their profession
without fear or intimida-
tion,” the channel said.

Thousands of pro-democ-
racy protesters took to the
streets across Sudan on Sa-
turday to rally against the
military coup last month.
The takeover has drawn in-
ternational criticism.

differences.

Two months before that
call, the Chinese side had
presented the U.S. in talks in
Tianjin with two “lists” of de-
mands, named a “List of U.S.
Wrongdoings that Must
Stop” and a “List of Key Indi-
vidual Cases that China Has
Concerns With.” Among
those demands were uncon-
ditionally removal of visa
restrictions on Communist
Party members and withdra-
wal of an extradition request
for Meng Wanzhou, the chief
financial officer of tech firm
Huawei who was arrested in
Canada for violating U.S.
sanctions on Iran. The latter
demand was met, with Ms.
Meng allowed to return to
China in October.

Tuesday’s summit may
pave the way for other limit-
ed agreements, including on
reopening consulates that
were closed down during the
time of the Trump adminis-
tration and on visas. Funda-
mental differences, however,
remain, with Mr. Biden likely
to repeat U.S. concerns on
Taiwan, Xinjiang and Hong
Kong and Mr. Xi expected to
rebuff them.

Rival gangs clash in the same jail where 119 died in Sept. riots

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
GUAYAQUIL

Prison inmates from rival
gangs in Ecuador fought
each other with guns, explo-
sives and blades in a blood-
bath that left at least 68 dead
in the same prison where a
riot in September claimed
119 lives, officials said on
Saturday.

Authorities said late on
Saturday they had regained
control of the prison in
Guayaquil for a second time
in as many days after Presi-
dent Guillermo Lasso’s spo-
kesman said fighting had
again broken out earlier in
the day between inmates
from rival gangs tied to drug
trafficking rings.

In the initial riot that be-
gan Friday night prisoners
fought with “savagery,” said
Pablo Arosemena, governor
of the province of Guayas
where the prison is located.

The riot began around
7:00 pm Friday when pri-
soners tried to enter Block 2
of the jail where their rivals
were held, firing gunshots,

A woman relative of a
prisoner weeping in
Guayaquil. =RreuTers

detonating explosives and
swinging machetes, and
prompting police to move
in.

At least 68 prisoners were
killed and another 25 were
wounded, according a state-
ment which the Ecuador
Prosecutor’s Office posted
on Twitter.

In the second outbreak of
fighting on Saturday, in-
mates from two other blocks
attacked each other, said
presidential spokesman Car-
los Jijon.

He confirmed a little

while later that police had
pushed through to the pri-
son’s interior and that the
situation ~ was  “under
control.”

Officials said the violence
started when one of the
gangs inside the prison, the
Tiguerones, was left without
its leader because he was re-
leased after serving part of
his sentence for stealing au-
to parts.

Other groups, sensing
weakness in the Tiguerones
with that man gone, went on
the attack to try to crush the
gang, Arosemena said.

He said their goal was “to
go in and carry out a total
massacre.”

‘Help them’

Earlier Saturday, police
officers in riot gear were
seen climbing up the blood-
stained prison walls, while
the body of an inmate in an
orange prison jumpsuit lay
on the roof of the jail encir-
cled by barbed wire.

Dozens of people gath-
ered outside the prison gates
Saturday morning.

Johnson hails ‘big step’ with COP26 deal

On the coal issue, Alok Sharma says ‘phase down’ will ultimately lead to ‘phase out’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

LONDON

British Prime Minister Boris
¢ Johnson has hailed the deal

struck at the end of the
COP26 climate summit in
Glasgow as a “big step for-

ward” and the first-ever in-
© ternational

agreement to
“phase down” the use of
coal.

Praising the hard work of
COP26 President Alok Shar-

ma — the British Indian Cabi-
¢ net Minister in charge of na-
© vigating the negotiations —

Mr. Johnson expressed the
hope that the two-week-long
summit which went into ex-
tra time over the weekend
will mark the “beginning of
the end of climate change”.
His statement followed an
agreement between nearly
200 countries on a final com-
munique late on Saturday,
which recognises India’s in-
tervention for the world to
“phase down” rather than
“phase out” fossil fuels.
“There is still a huge
amount more to do in the

coming years. But today’s
agreement is a big step for-
ward and, critically, we have
the first ever international
agreement to phase down
coal and a roadmap to limit
global warming to 1.5 de-
grees [Celsius],” he said.

“On the issue of coal, for
the very first time in any of
these conferences, the word
coal is actually reflected in
the text; that is a first. Yes, of
course, I would have liked to
ensure that we maintained
the ‘phase out’ rather than

changing the wording to
phase down, but on the way
to phasing out you have got
to phase down,” Mr. Sharma
told ‘Sky News’ on Sunday.

“Ultimately, we need to
ensure that we continue to
work on this deal and com-
mitments. And, on the issue
of coal, China and India are
going to have to justify to
some of the most climate vul-
nerable countries what hap-
pened. You heard the disap-
pointment on the floor,” Mr.
Sharma added.
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N. SREE KANTH

Q. I want to invest about 5 lakhs in
government bonds such as NSC or NHAL. If |
invest in the name of my wife, would she
need to pay any taxes initially. This 5 lakhs is
from my savings and | am an income tax
payee, however, my wife is a housewife and
does not have any income.

S. SUNDAR KUMAR

A. Gift from husband to wife is not
chargeable to tax. However, under the
clubbing provisions of the Income Tax Act,
1961, income arising from direct or indirect
transfer of assets to an assessee's spouse
without adequate consideration will be
assessed in the hands of the transferring
spouse. The interest arising from the
government bonds invested by you in your
spouse's name will be taxable in your hands
and not in your wife's.

Q. Kindly enlighten me whether it is
mandatory to file income tax return even if
my total income in a financial year is less
than exemption limit but there is TDS of ¥46
from dividend from mutual fund and a
capital gain of ¥7,000 in 2020-2021. Kindly
offer your guidance.

R DEENATHAYALAN

A.Under Section 139(1) of the Income Tax
Act, an individual has to file ITR if the total
income exceeds the maximum amount not
chargeable to tax and the assessee satisfies
any of the following conditions, holds or is a
beneficial owner/beneficiary of an asset
located outside India or has signing authority
in any account held outside India, deposits
more than one crore rupees in one or more
current accounts, has incurred more than two
lakh rupees for foreign travel for himself or
others and has incurred more than one lakh
rupees towards electricity. Kindly check if
any of these conditions apply to you. If not,
as stated by you your total income is less
than the exemption limit, you are not
required to file the ITR for the relevant
assessment year. Further, ITR can be filed if
you want to claim refund of the TDS
deducted from the dividend earned from
mutual fund.

Q. I would like to understand how tax
savings can be achieved and also the ITR
forms to be used for personnel hired as
consultants/contract employee. Currently, |
am working as a consultant and | do not have
the tax benefits of a salaried employee like
HRA, conveyance, PF, etc., instead a fixed
amount is paid. Could you please guide me
on this. | understand that if the yearly
income is greater than 20 lakhs, only then
GST needs to be furnished and I am below
the limit. Request your guidance on this.

VEENA H

A. Income received by consultants/contract
employees are taxable under the head
"Profits and Gains from Business or
Profession". Under this head, the income
received for rendering services to your
clients minus the expenses incurred by you
for rendering such services will be the
taxable income. You are to also maintain the
books of accounts for such profession run by
you. You may opt for presumptive basis of
computing the profits/gains as per Section
44ADA and your income is deemed to be
50% or the net income (income less
expenses) whichever is higher. Further, you
can avail the benefit of this section only up to
¥50 lakh gross income per assessment year.
Your income must fall under the specified
professions as provided under Section 44AA
such as legal, medical, engineering,
architectural profession or the profession of
accountancy or technical consultancy or
interior decoration or professions as notified.
The relevant ITR which is to be filed by you is
ITR-4.

Q. Myself and my wife bought a house
together. She is a housewife and just a
co-borrower. For tax purposes to claim HRA,
can | pay rent to her and claim the rental
amount under HRA. | don't want to claim
anything under my house loan. Please
suggest.

SRIKANTH

A. As you are a joint owner of the house
property, you cannot enter into a rental
agreement with your wife and pay rent to
your wife in order to claim HRA benefits
under Income Tax Act, 1961. You may
however claim housing loan benefits in the
form of interest payment and principal
repayment under Sections 24 and Sections
80C of the Income Tax Act, 1961 read with
the conditions laid out in the respective
provisions.

Q. lam a 55-year-old working in a private
company and getting a gross salary of 20
lakh per annum. I've taken home loan and
paying ¥16,000 EMI, holding policies in LIC
etc., and completing 80C limits of ¥1,50,000

" The other

The UPI
payments system
has cut across the Indian

socio-economic digital
divide amazingly fast

digital divide

K. NITYA KALYANI

“Your phone is your wallet,”
said Bill Gates in 1996. It sound-
ed right out of the soon-to-be
launched Harry Potter fantasy-
fiction series!

In just a couple of decades,
it’s an everyday reality, and
how! Not an elitist, exclusive or
luxe technology. I just paid the
milkman with my UPI app and
so, I am sure, do you. Mr.
Anand Mahindra just tweeted a
photo of a ceremonial cow, like
our own boom-boom maadu
down South, on whose fore-
head is pasted a QR code to
scan and make a donation.

UPI, the payment method at
the basis of this, has cut across
the Indian socio-economic digi-
tal divide quite well and amaz-
ingly fast. However, it is a diffe-
rent type of digital divide that
we should watch out for, name-
ly, the chances of being de-
frauded when we use our
phones to pay.

What is UPI
First came Internet banking,

more than 15 years ago, reliev-
ing us of physical cheques, ex-
changing them in person or
through post, presenting them
at a bank, and waiting for funds
to be realised. All of this could
take up to 15 days depending
on the location of the two
banks, banking holidays and
postal delays.

It was magical to sit at your
computer and make these
NEFT (National Electronic
Funds Transfer) payments,
which would be realised in just
two or three days. Soon, the
service segmented itself into
near instant payment for large
amounts (RTGS or Real-Time
Gross Settlement) and instant
payments without waiting to
enable a payer account (IMPS
or Immediate Payment Ser-

vice), handy for one-time
payments.
When smartphones and

apps took over, Internet bank-
ing moved to apps and IMPS
transformed into mobile wal-
lets, which was one step re-
moved from your bank ac-
count. You had to put money

from your bank account into
the wallet and know informa-
tion about my wallet to pay me,
more complicated if you and I
dealt with different banks.

This struggling step that saw
lukewarm response evolved in
2018 into United Payments In-
terface or UPI-based payments.
UPI is the clearing house for
payments across almost every
bank. Pick an app, download
and install it on your smart-
phone, authenticate your SIM
through an OTP process, ena-
ble your (same) mobile num-
ber-linked bank account, and
you are good to go. You can
make or receive payments and
also check your balance.

You can feed a bank account
number and IFSC (Indian Fi-
nancial System Code) as for
NEFT and start paying! In the
far simpler world that we live
in, your vendor’s VPA or virtual
payment address, is sufficient.
This will be vegetablesh-
op@bankname or even mobile-
number@bankname  which
makes it easier to share! Going
a step further, on some apps, if

you and the vendor use the
same app, just his mobile num-
ber is enough for you to make
the payment.

The easiest method is to
scan the QR code of the payer
and make payment. This cuts
across language barriers and
misspelling and mishearing

errors.
c Technology easy
enough to use by the
mass of people will be
susceptible to fraud.
Simple confidence tricks are
enough to cheat people
using UPI apps

You can link more than one
of your bank accounts to the
app and make a specific pay-
ment from a specific bank ac-
count. The top UPI apps today
include PhonePe, Paytm, Goo-
gle Pay, Amazon Pay and BHIM,
the latter being the Govern-
ment offering. There are do-
zens of others and their collec-
tive use is growing
phenomenally.

Demonetisation and the

pandemic may have been the
triggers, but the sheer ease of
use and accessibility of the
technology surely laid the
foundation.

Trouble points

The rose always has thorns.
Technology easy enough to use
by the mass of people will be
susceptible to fraud. We need
not go as far as hacking or high-
tech methods, but simple con-
fidence tricks are enough to
cheat people using UPI apps.

For example, writing down
your password or pin can land
you in trouble if it gets into the
wrong hands. Sharing them
with strangers and allowing
them to use your phone and
app are equally risky.

Some common frauds take
advantage of the fact that we
may be unclear how the app
works and dos and don’ts of
online transactions.

For example, when you in-
itiate a payment, you have to
key in your PIN to complete the
transaction. However, to re-
ceive payments you don’t need
a PIN. This can be grounds for
confusion. Let us say you are
selling your used furniture on-
line. A fraudulent buyer would,
instead of paying you, generate
a request for money from you
through the UPI app and ask
you to approve the request say-
ing that you have to enter your
PIN to receive the money. Do
that and, in effect, you have
paid them!

To ensure you are flustered
and confused they would put
pressure on you smoothly, not
allowing you the time to think
or get suspicious.

Some UPI apps have an on-
line/ real-time chat and its easy
for users to mistake the chat as
being official instructions from
the app itself. So, if the fraud-
ster asks for your PIN on the
chat you may wall believe your
app is prompting to enter the
PIN. You just have to be alert
always.

Another fraud is based on
your registered mobile number
(RMN). The SIM card of your
phone/ your RMN is at the

heart of your account, its auth-
entication and operations.
Fraudsters try to replicate your
SIM by cloning it or simply con-
ning you to cooperate so that
they can get a replacement
SIM!

Then its theirs to get OTPs
(one-time passwords) and
make digital transactions on
your accounts.

For example, you may get a
call from somebody posing as
staff of your mobile phone
company offering anything
from upgrade of SIM to requir-
ing a KYC verification. They
will offer to do this for you on-
line/ on their end if you just
give them the OTP.

The process can even be in-
itiated by an SMS that sounds
alarming or threatening. So-
mething along the lines of your
bank account or credit card be-
ing deactivated, or your SIM.

Of course, you won’t res-
pond to the Nigerian prince of-
fering you a fortune if you help
him access his super fortune.
But when you get an SMS say-
ing your bank account will be
deactivated, wouldn’t you get
anxious and want to respond?

On the contrary, your anten-
nae should perk up if anything
like this happens as you should
never share any OTP with any-
body and certainly not someth-
ing pertaining to your SIM card
or bank account. Your bank
will never ask you for it and
neither will your mobile ser-
vice provider. Another widely
prevalent fraud is through fake
apps. Once downloaded and
installed, these apps can steal
much of your personal infor-

mation. Bottomline, never
download apps except from
authorised sources.

A basic precaution would be
to keep a low balance in the
bank account linked to your
UPI app. That way you mini-
mise the risk should you fall
prey to some scam.

Recourse

Should something happen,
what should you do. Call your
bank immediately and lodge a
complaint. Your UPI app itself
has a link to raise a complaint.
You can complain to the cyber-
crime cell as well.

As with cash, being alert and
being circumspect, even a little
paranoid, will go a long way in
keeping you safe!

(The writer is a business
Jjournalist specialising in insu-
rance & corporate history)

[nvestments are prone to market risks, ensure they aren't dud

Many of our investments are those that are not traded or thinly traded, in reality they are not assets, but liabilities

GAURAV MASHRUWALA
Discussion between three
colleagues:

Niti: Where did you get these

chocolates from, they are
excellent.

Ramesh: Made by my niece,
she is good at it.

Niti: How much did they
cost?

Ramesh: She doesn’t sell
them. This is only for family
and friends.

Niti: Oh, Ithought I could or-
der them. My neighbour makes
nice chocolates as well; she sells
them @ ¥450 per kg.

Ramesh: Do you want to
consider purchasing from Mrs.
Mehta, she sells them for ¥385 a
kg and home-delivers it too.

Niti: Yeah, sure, give me her
number, I'll try them out.

Peter: 1 like the ones made by
Mrs Fernandes. She charges
%525 a kg but they are amaz-
ing. Worth the extra amount.

Let us examine what has

r_—

Investing in something that is not liquid and cannot be bought or
sold in the market is a much bigger risk. =cetTviMAGES/IsTOCK

happened here. Ramesh’s
niece does not sell chocolates;
they are not in the market. She
does not face any competition.
On the other hand, Mrs. Mehta
and Mrs. Fernandes sell them,
they are in the market place

and hence subject to market
risks. Similarly, when we in-
vest, we enter the market
place. The investment could be
in the equity market, bullion
market, or real estate market.
Even when we invest in fixed

income securities or bonds, we
are exposed to the debt market
and are subject to interest rate
variations. The value of our in-
vestment can go up or down
based on market conditions.
This is called market risk.

Mrs. Bhattacharya always
believed in investing in stock
market from a long-term per-
spective. She had learnt about
this from her late husband.

She would invest in stocks of
good companies and not moni-
tor their price movement regu-
larly. Only once in a year she
would review the overall situa-
tion. Since after purchasing the
stocks she was not in the mar-
ket place, the market risk to her
portfolio was only notional.

Similarly, Manoj Jain had
purchased a Government of In-
dia tax-free bond, which had a
maturity of 10 years. He was
clear from the beginning that
the investment was for post re-
tirement and he would hold it
till maturity and not trade in it.

Mr. Jain had decided that af-
ter making the investment he
would move away from the
(debt) market and hence,
movement of interest rate in
market place would have no
impact on him. As investors,
we need to be clear while in-
vesting. Once we invest in any
kind of instrument, we are sub-
ject to market risks. Based on
the movement of those invest-
ments in the market, the value
of our investment will change.
However, after investment, if
we decide not to sell or buy
more, we technically move out
of the market and there will be
no impact of market risk.

Need for strategy
If we are clear about our strate-
gy, we will know whether we
are subject to market risk or
not and can take appropriate
action.

There is a need for a caveat
here. Please ensure there is a
market for your investments.

This means, if you have to liqui-
date for some reason, there
should be an option to sell. In-
vesting in something that is not
liquid and cannot be bought or
sold in the market is a much
bigger risk.

Many of our investments are
those that are not traded or
thinly traded. In reality, they
are not assets but liabilities.
They are dud investments in
our overall wealth, which is of
no use. A few of my clients have
made some exotic investments.
One such client has invested in
an instrument, whose ‘fund
manager’ had deployed that
money in the film industry. I
used to pull his leg asking
whether he was getting at least
movie tickets. The last time we
met, his wife said: “Now we
watch everything on OTT, so
even if we get a movie ticket
that may not be of much use.”

(The author is a financial
planner and the author of ‘Yog-
ic Wealth’)
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Marsh, Warner light up Dubai night as Australia wins maiden title

Williamson's blistering 85, which set up New Zealand’s challenging total, not enough; Hazlewood stifles and strikes in a brilliant spell

ICC T20 WC

AMOL KARHADKAR
DUBAI

Despite the coin landing in
Aaron Finch’s favour, Kane
Williamson (85, 48b, 10x4,
3x6) played a blinder to
nearly buck the trend of ‘win
the toss, chase the target,
and win the game’ in the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup. Ho-
wever, the Black Caps cap-
tain’s  heroics  weren’t
enough to lead his team to a
victory.

Rollicking stand
Thanks to a 92-run partner-
ship between David Warner
(53, 38b, 4x4, 3x6) and
Mitchell Marsh (77 n.o., 50b,
6x4, 4x6) Australia coasted
to the target of 173 to end its
prolonged drought of a T20
World Cup triumph. It was
the second time this week
that Australia chased down a
170-plus total at the Dubai In-
ternational Cricket Stadium.
While Finch and Co. left it
for the lower-order to make a
comeback into the semifinal
versus Pakistan on Thursday,
Sunday night saw Warner
and Marsh setting alight the
Ring of Fire right from the
word go in Australia’s reply.
Even though Finch conti-
nued his forgettable run in
the UAE, top-edging Trent
Boult in the third over,
Marsh whacked 14 runs off
the first three balls — 6, 4, 4 —
off Adam Milne in the next
over. After that, the score-
board pressure never piled
on Australia, with Warner
carrying on his amazing run
in the tournament.

The

Aussies
peaked at the
right time and
had too many
match-win-
ners for New
Zealand
— SHANE WARNE

=N ] LI

Even before the dew start-
ed making spinners’ life mis-
erable — Mitchell Santner
and Ish Sodhi offered free-
bies as consistently as they
had been stifling the opposi-
tions thus far in the tourna-
ment — Marsh and Warner
were at their marauding
best.

While Warner’s short-arm
jab off Tim Southee in the
fifth over was breathtaking,

The way Marsh began his
innings from ball 1 took NZ
completely by surprise
— SACHIN TENDULKAR

Proper group effort and

so happy for Mitch Marsh!
Tough for Kane & Co. but love
watching them play. — 1sa cuna

Marsh’s six over long-on off
Sodhi would have pleased
even the old-timers.

Glenn Maxwell joined the
party after Boult got through
Warner’s defence. It was a
Maxwell reverse-lap off
Southee in the penultimate
over that completed the for-
malities, with fireworks light-
ing up the Dubai skies ad-
ding to Australia’s
celebrations.

Williamson
played
one of the
all-time classics,
but Warner
and Marsh
were just
unstoppable
— V.V.S. LAXMAN

L

Had it not been for Josh
Hazlewood’s terrific spell —
and a chance to Williamson
in the 11th over — Australia
would not have been chasing
a stiff target.

Slow start

Thanks to Hazlewood’s 14
dot balls in the three overs
he bowled in the PowerPlay,
Martin Guptill and William-
son could only manage 32/1

Proud moment for Justin
Langer and the team

— IAN BISHOP

Yellow is the colour of the
2021 season. Two teams in

yellow (CSK and Australia) won
two different tournaments at
SAIME Venue. — HARBHAJAN SINGH

Breaking a barrier: The Australian players are over the moon after finally tasting success on the world stage in the shortest format.

after six overs and 57/1 at the
halfway mark.

In the next over, William-
son, on 21, whipped Mitchell
Starc off his pads and Hazle-
wood made a mess of a regu-
lation catch at deep fine-leg.

In the next 25 balls he
faced, Williamson made the
Australians pay a hefty price
by pounding 59 runs before
being caught at deep mid-
wicket by Maxwell off Hazle-

Sometimes,

the wait
makes the victory
even more sweet.
Congratulations
to Australia for fi-
nally winning the
T20 World Cup

— DINESH KARTHIK

= AFP

wood. The total was not
enough, though.

Williamson was severe on
Starc, scoring 32 runs off the
nine balls, including six
fours and a six, he faced off
the left-arm pacer after the
dropped catch.

The pick of his strokes
were the straight-drive in the
11th over and the flick off his
pads for a six in the 16th, the
over that fetched 22 runs.

This is some World Cup win

for the Aussies
— MICHAEL VAUGHAN

Congratulations to Australia

on winning another ICC tro-
phy. Very well played, Black Caps. It
was a pleasure to watch Kane and

Warner. — rasHiIb KHAN

HONOURS BOARD

2007 India

2009 Pakistan
2010 England
2012 West Indies
2014 Sri Lanka
2016 West Indies
2021 Australia

Many

con-
gratulations
to Team
Australia
fora
brilliant
performance
— SURESH RAINA

SCOREBOARD

NEW ZEALAND
Martin Guptill c Stoinis b Zampa
28 (35b, 3x4), Daryl Mitchell ¢
Wade b Hazlewood 11 (8b, 1x6),
Kane Williamson c Smith b Hazle-
wood 85 (48b, 10x4, 3x6), Glenn
Phillips ¢ Maxwell b Hazlewood
18 (17b, 1x4, 1x6), James Nee-
sham (not out) 13 (7b, 1x6), Tim
Seifert (not out) 8 (6b, 1x4); Ex-
tras (b-1, b-3, w-4, nb-1): 9; Total
(for four wkts. in 20 overs): 172.
FALL OF WICKETS
1-28 (Mitchell, 3.5 overs), 2-76
(Guptill, 11.1), 3-144 (Phillips,
17.2), 4-148 (Williamson, 17.5).
AUSTRALIA BOWLING
Starc 4-0-60-0, Hazlewood 4-0-
16-3, Maxwell 3-0-28-0, Cum-
mins 4-0-27-0, Zampa 4-0-26-1,
Marsh 1-0-11-0.
AUSTRALIA
David Warner b Boult 53 (38b,
4x4, 3x6), Aaron Finch ¢ Mitchell
b Boult 5 (7b, 1x4), Mitchell
Marsh (not out) 77 (50b, 6x4,
4x6), Glenn Maxwell (not out) 28
(18b, 4x4, 1x6); Extras (lb-4,
w-6): 10; Total (for two wkts. in
18.5 overs): 173.
FALL OF WICKETS
1-15 (Finch, 2.3), 2-107 (Warner,
12.2).

NEW ZEALAND BOWLING
Boult 4-0-18-2, Southee 3.5-0-
43-0, Milne 4-0-30-0, Sodhi 3-
0-40-0, Santner 3-0-23-0, Nee-
sham 1-0-15-0.

Toss: Australia; MoM: Marsh.

Australia won by eight wkts.
with seven balls to spare.

Innings scan

NEW - AUSTRALIA
ZEALAND
43 Dots 40
15 15
6 Sixes 8
32/1 PP 43/1
8.60 RR 9.18

Australia was top
class and showed
how it was done
— VIRENDER SEHWAG

So glad you guys
lifted the ICC T20
WC trophy tonight

— LISA STHALEKAR

* David Warner spectacle, Mitchell Marsh special put Australia on top of the world

Finch reveals he told coach Langer that the left-handed opener will be player-of-the-tournament

= GETTY IMAGES & AFP

IN BRIEF

Maharashtra Govt.
allows 100% seating
capacity at Wankhede

NEW DELHI

The Maharashtra government
has given the go-ahead to
Mumbai Cricket Association
to allow 100% seating
capacity for the India-New
Zealand Test at Wankhede
Stadium, beginning Dec. 3.
Bandra-Kurla Complex will
also host a preparatory camp
for India's Test specialists. ani
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Mitchell in for injured
Conway for India Tests
WELLINGTON

In-form batter Daryl Mitchell
has replaced injured Devon
Conway in the New Zealand
squad for the upcoming
two-Test away series against
India. Conway was ruled out
of the India tour with a
broken hand. p1i
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Laxman will be next NCA

Taking centrestage: Marsh and Warner took the wind out of New Zealand's sails.

head, says BCCI official

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Former India batter V.V.S.
Laxman will be the next
head of the National Cricket
Academy (NCA), a senior
BCCI official confirmed on
Sunday.

Laxman will take over
from his former batting col-
league Rahul Dravid, who
was recently appointed as
chief coach of the Indian
team following the end of
Ravi Shastri’s tenure.

“VV.S. Laxman will be
the new head of NCA,” the
Board official told PTI on
the condition of anonymity.

Laxman has already quit
from his role as mentor of
IPL team Sunrisers Hydera-
bad and will also not be part
of any commentary panel or
write columns for newspap-
ers to avoid conflict of inter-
est clause violation.

It is understood that Lax-
man’s appointment will
come into effect before the
BCCI’s Annual General
Meeting, scheduled in Kol-
kata on December 4.

Laxman had initially de-
clined the BCCI’s offer as he

»

V.V.S. Laxman.
= FILE PHOTO

was reluctant to shift base
from Hyderabad as the NCA
job will require him to stay
in Bengaluru for a minimum
of 200 days.

The two stalwarts of In-
dian cricket — Laxman and
Dravid — will now work in
tandem as the BCCI wants a
smooth co-ordination bet-
ween the chief coach and
the NCA head.

As part of his job, Lax-
man will also oversee prepa-
rations of the India U-19 and
‘A teams which are path-
ways to the senior level.

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
DUBAI

David Warner came into the
ICC T20 World Cup after be-
ing dropped from his IPL
side Sunrisers Hyderabad,
but finished with 289 runs
and walked away with the
player-of-the-tournament
award.

The swashbuckling open-
er had scores of 89 not out
(in the final group game
against West Indies), 49 (in
the semifinal vs Pakistan)
and his third half-century in
the title clash.

“Always pumped, wanted
to put on a spectacle,” War-
ner said after Australia’s first
T20 World Cup title triumph

Stunning win
for Hamilton

REUTERS
SAO PAULO

Mercedes’ Lewis Hamilton
hunted down Max Verstap-
pen to win the Sao Paulo
Grand Prix on Sunday and
slash his Red Bull rival’s
lead to 14 points with three
races remaining. Verstap-
pen finished second and
Valtteri Bottas third for
Mercedes on an astonish-
ing, controversial and roll-
er-coaster weekend in Bra-
zil.

“Lewis, that's how you
overcome a 20-place dis-
qualification,” Mercedes
team boss Toto Wolff told
him over the radio.

Hamilton. =arp

that took its tally to six (five
ODI World Cup trophies).

“There were some nerves
around as always in a final,
but great to see the guys de-
liver,” he added.

“Always felt really well.
Didn’t get much time in the
middle in the two practice
matches obviously,” said
Warner. “But for me it was
about going back to basics.
Going to hard, synthetic
wickets and try to hit some
balls.”

Australia had hammered
New Zealand in the 2015 50-
over World Cup final as well.

But its previous best in the
T20 World Cup was a loss
against England in the final

of the 2010 edition.

Warner said the latest tri-
umph will be up there with
the last of the five ODI World
Cup victories.

“Definitely up there with
2015 (World Cup),” said War-
ner. “Losing to England a de-
cade ago (2010) really hurt.
These are a great bunch of
guys, great support staff, and
great support around the
world, especially back
home.”

Skipper Aaron Finch laud-
ed his star performer and re-
vealed he predicted War-
ner’s heroics to coach Justin
Langer ahead of the
tournament.

“You didn’t expect that? I

certainly did,” said Finch in
response to a question on
who backed Warner after his
disappointing IPL.

“I promise you I called Jus-
tin Langer a few months ago
and I said, ‘don't worry about
Warner, he will be man-of-
the-tournament’.

“He is a great player. He is
one of the all-time great bat-
ters and he is a fighter. He is
someone when he has his
back to the wall... that's
when you get the very, very
best of David Warner. Special
finish to the tournament for
him.”

Warner has now scored
2,554 runs in 88 T20 matches
since his debut in 2009.

Statosphere

Australia won its maiden
men's ICC T20 World Cup
in its seventh attempt

Fifth time New Zealand

lost to Australia in five
matches in the ICC
knockout phase

Australia's ICC men's
World Cup triumphs
(50-over: 1987, '99, '03,
'07, '15; 20-over: 2021)
8 Williamson's score
is the highest by
a skipper in a World T20

summit clash
1 7 Australia's chase
is the biggestin a

T20 World Cup final

Gritty Medvedev passes the Hurkacz test

Defending champion loses first set tie-breaker before pulling through in three

ATP FINALS

REUTERS

TURIN

World No. 2 Daniil Medvedev
came from a set down to rally
past ATP Finals debutant
Hubert Hurkacz 6-7(5), 6-3,
6-4 and get his title defence
off to a winning start on
Sunday.

The Russian, who won the
US Open title in September
for his maiden Grand Slam
crown, saw his Polish oppo-
nent take the early advantage
in the season-ending event
following a tight tiebreaker
before responding in style.

The 25-year-old fired 15 ac-
es to Hurkacz’s 12 and con-
verted two break points on a
fast court to seal victory in
the Red Group ahead of po-
tentially tricky challenges
against Germany’s Alexan-
der Zverev and Wimbledon
runner-up Matteo Berrettini.

“It was a very tight
match,” said Medvedev, look-
ing to become the first back-
to-back ATP Finals winner
since  Novak  Djokovic
claimed four between 2012
and 15. “One good shot and

the point is over.

“I think a lot of matches
are going to be like this be-
cause the courts are super
fast. The only two games I
had break points I managed
to break and that was the
key.”

Medvedev showed glimps-
es of the form that helped
him beat Djokovic, Rafael Na-
dal and Dominic Thiem en
route the title in London last
year, as he went up 3-0 in the
second set after an early
break.

He raised his level in the
decider to close out the
match, hitting more than 30
winners and not facing a sin-
gle breakpoint in a clash last-
ing a little more than two
hours.

The result: Red Group: Daniil
Medvedev bt Hubert Hurkacz
6-7(5), 6-3, 6-4.

B The 25-year-old Russian
fired 15 aces compared to
Hurkacz's 12

B Medvedev has potentially
tricky challenges against
Zverev and Berrettini

Hanging tough: Medvedev raised his level in the third set
to begin his title defence in style. =arp
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France, Belgium through to Qatar with easy victories

The Netherlands fluffs its lines by conceding two late goals

TV PICKS

European WC 2022 Quali-
fiers: Sony Ten 1, 2 & Sony

Six (SD & HD), 115 a.m.
(Tuesday)

IN BRIEF

P ¥y T -
Garland stars in Cavaliers'
win over Celtics
CLEVELAND
Darius Garland scored 22
points and hit two free
throws with 9.4 seconds left
to give the Cleveland
Cavaliers a 91-89
come-from-behind victory
Saturday night over the
visiting Boston Celtics. Evan
Mobley had 19 points, nine
rebounds and three blocks as
the Cavaliers won for the
sixth time in seven games.
The results: Cavaliers 91 bt
Celtics 89; Pelicans 112 bt
Grizzlies 101; Wizards 104 bt
Magic 92; Pacers 118 bt 76ers
113; Pistons 127 bt Raptors
121; Clippers 129 bt
Timberwolves 102. reuTers

National
shooting from
November 18

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The National shooting
championship, with pistol
events being staged at the
Dr. Karni Singh Range in
Tughlakabad, will start on
November 18.

However, the first set of
finals will only be on No-
vember 27. The men’s air
pistol title clash, including
the youth and junior
events, will be staged on
the same day.

The men’s 25m rapid
fire pistol finals will be on
Nov. 28, to be followed by
mixed air pistol finals on
Now. 29.

The non-Olympic 50m
free pistol event is sche-
duled for Nov. 24 and 25.
The centre fire pistol event
for men is slated for Dec. 2
and 3 and the women’s air
pistol finals will be on Dec.
4.

The championship will
wind up with the women’s
25m sports pistol final on
Dec. 6.
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Wh'iplash header: Kylian Mbappe, centre, gets on thé endofaK
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Badosa secures semifinals spot

Top seed Sabalenka ends Swiatek’s last-four hopes

WTA FINALS

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
GUADALAJARA (MEXICO)

Spain’s Paula Badosa fired 10
aces in a 7-6(4), 6-4 round-ro-
bin win over Maria Sakkari
on Saturday and secured a
semifinal spot at the season-
ending WTA Finals.

With one round-robin
match remaining, Badosa
was assured of top spot in
her group when top seed
Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus
defeated Iga Swiatek 2-6, 6-2,
7-5. Poland’s Swiatek was
eliminated from semifinal
contention, and Monday’s
match between Sabalenka
and Sakkari will determine
the second semifinalist from
the group.

“I think it was quite a
tough match,” said Badosa,
who was assured of a semifi-

Ishaque beats Ajay

TENNIS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Ishaque Egbal beat Ajay Ma-
lik in the first qualifying
round of the $15,000 ITF
men’s tennis tournament at
the DLTA Complex on Sun-
day. Ishaque led 7-5, 4-0
when Ajay retired.

Top seed Adil Kalyanpur
beat Shivank Bhatnagar 6-3,
6-2, and will face Rohan
Mehra in the second qualify-
ing round.

The results (qualifying, first
round): Adil Kalyanpur bt Shi-
vank Bhatnagar 6-3, 6-2; Rohan
Mehra bt Ricky Chaudhary 6-2,
6-1; B.R. Nikshep bt Anand Pra-
kash Gupta 6-3, 6-2; Kunal
Anand bt Shahbaaz Khan 7-5,
7-5; Paras Dahiya bt Mohit
Bhardwaj 6-2, 6-4; Lakshya Gup-

ta bt Ankit Chopra 6-2, 6-4; Far-
deen Qamar bt Anuj Malik 6-1,
6-4; Digvijay Pratap Singh bt
Varnit Arora 6-4 6-2; Chandril
Sood bt Yash Yadav 7-5, 6-2;
Vishnu Vardhan bt Pranash Babu
6-1, 6-0; Yugal Bansal bt Gunjar
Jadhav 6-2, 6-3; Madhwin Ka-
math bt Ajay Pruthvi Nemakal
7-5, 6-2; Faisal Qamar bt Lakshit
Sood 6-4, 6-4; Dheeraj Sriniva-
san bt Raghav Jaisinghani 7-5,
6-3; Chinmaya Dev Chauhan bt
Neeraj Yashpaul 6-3, 6-3; Ish-
aque Eqgbal bt Ajay Malik 7-5, 4-0
(retired); Sidharth Vishwakarma
bt Shashank Theertha 6-2, 6-4;
Bharath Kumaran bt Arjun Maha-
devan 6-2, 6-1; Anurag Nenwani
bt Vinay Kumar 6-1, 6-2; Lohith-
aksha Bathrinath bt C. Tarun Ani-
rudh 6-3, 6-3; Rishi Reddy bt Ja-
tin Dahiya 6-2, 6-4; A. Babji Siva
bt Arjun Phogaat 6-0, 6-0; Pa-
rikshit Somani bt Tushar Madan
6-3, 6-2; V.M. Ranjeet bt Jag-
meet Singh 6-3, 6-1.

Paula Badosa. =GeTTYImMAGES

nal spot when Sabalenka
took the second set off Swia-
tek in their later match.

“I served well, I fight for
every point. I think I stayed
aggressive. I was moving
well.

“When you win these kind
of matches, I think you have
to do a little bit of everything
well. I think the key was a lit-

tle bit in the important mo-
ments, I was quite brave.”

Sabalenka overcame 16
double faults to keep her
hopes alive in the elite sea-
son finale. She surrendered
the opening set with a dou-
ble fault on set point, but
stepped up her service game
in the second set in which
she broke Swiatek twice
without dropping her own
serve — levelling the match
with a service winner on set
point.

After breaking Swiatek for
a 2-1lead in the third set, Sa-
balenka was broken back on
another double fault.

But Swiatek couldn’t capi-

talise on Sabalenka’s incon-
sistency.
The results (round-robin):
Paula Badosa bt Maria Sakkari
7-6(4), 6-4; Aryna Sabalenka
bt Iga Swiatek 2-6, 6-2, 7-5.
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ingsley Coman cross for France's third against Kazakhstan. =ap

[ am very
lucky to be
alive: Cairns

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CANBERRA
Wheelchair-bound former
New Zealand all-rounder
Chris Cairns says he is “ve-
ry lucky to be alive”, three
months after a medical
emergency left him on life
support.

The 5l-year-old is cur-
rently recovering from a
spinal stroke that left him
paralysed waist down, fol-
lowing several complicated
surgeries.

“We don’t know what
happens going forward. I
don’t know if I'll walk, I
don’t know if I'll stand. But
I may stand. I may walk.
The thing is 'm not even
just lucky to be (alive). 'm
very lucky,” Cairns was qu-
oted as saying by Canberra
Times.

WC QUALIFYING

ASSOCIATED PRESS
PARIS

While Kylian Mbappe’s four
goals in an 8-0 rout of Ka-
zakhstan ensured defending
champion France reached
next year’s World Cup along
with victorious Belgium, the
Netherlands failed to join
them after conceding two
late goals.

Belgium was less spectac-
ular beating Estonia 3-1 at
home but has an unassaila-
ble five point-lead over se-
cond-place Wales, which
beat Belarus 5-1 in Cardiff
and has a three-point lead
over the Czech Republic for a
playoft spot.

After missing out on the
last World Cup, the Dutch
looked set to go through after
leading 2-0 at Montenegro
with goals from Memphis
Depay.

Yet Montenegro struck
twice in the last eight mi-
nutes to make it 2-2, and that
gives Turkey and Norway a
chance for top spot since
they are two points behind
with one game left.

Turkey has a narrow +1 ad-

Indians fare

ARCHERY

SPORTS BUREAU
DHAKA

India, featuring several
young faces, did well to
place second behind Korea
in all six team events in re-
curve and compound divi-
sions after the qualification
rounds of the Asian archery
championships here on
Sunday.

In recurve, the men’s
team of Kapil, Pravin Jad-
hav and Parth Salunkhe to-
taled 2015 against Korea’s
2039. Interestingly, the In-
dians shot 100 10s against
the Koreans’ 96.

Kapil (675), Pravin Jad-
hav (670) and Parth Sa-
lunkhe (670) took fifth,
sixth and seventh spots res-
pectively in individual
rankings. Sukhchain Singh
(658) was 11th.

Ankita Bhakat, Ridhi and
Madhu Vedwan gathered

Manish Sureshkumar claims second title

Is taken the distance by Australian
Philip Sekulic before prevailing

_f_

Champion: Manish Sureshkumar receives the trophy from
Anil Dhupar and Anil Mahajan in Indore. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

N R I Valley should make amends

HYDERABAD: Trainer R.H. Se-
queira’s mare N R I Valley, who
ran second in her last start,
should make amends in the
Totaram’s Cup, the main event of
Monday’s (Nov. 15) races.

ELUSIVE HERO PLATE (1,100m),

(Terms) Maiden, 2-y-o only
(Cat. II) — 12.50 p.m.: 1. China
Town (10) A.A. Vikrant 56, 2.
Everglades (7) N.B. Kuldeep 56, 3.
High Reward (4) Kuldeep Singh
56, 4. Milton Keynes (6) Md. Is-
mail 56, 5. Neglect Me Not (8)
Ashad Asbar 56, 6. Sergeant Reck-
less (5) Ajit Singh 56, 7. Sunday
Picnic (9) B. Nikhil 56, 8. Wind
Sprite (1) Nikhil Naidu 56, 9. Gal-
way Bay (2) C.S. Jodha 54.5 and
10. Lights On (3) Nakhat Singh
54.5.
1. WIND SPRITE, 2. GALWAY BAY, 3.
CHINA TOWN

BHONGIR PLATE (Div. 1)

(1,100m) Maiden, 3-y-o & up-
ward, rated 20 to 45 (Cat. III) —
1.20: 1. Gregor Clegane (13) R.
Ajinkya 60, 2. N R I Touch (3) Ak-
shay Kumar 59, 3. Blue Label (5)
R.S. Jodha 58, 4. Sea Of Class (14)
Aneel 57.5, 5. Alba (6) C.S. Jodha
57, 6. Open Affair (11) Md. Ismail
57, 7. Precious Gift (1) Kiran Naidu
57, 8. One More Time (12) Nakhat
Singh 56.5, 9. Artemis Arrow (8)
Rafique Sk. 56, 10. Despang (4)
Nikhil Naidu 56, 11. Magic Mark (9)
Gaurav Singh 56, 12. Tales Of A

CcM
K

Legend (10) G. Naresh 56, 13. City
Queen (2) A.A. Vikrant 54 and 14.
Exotic Dancer (7) Kuldeep Singh
54.

1. GREGOR CLEGANE, 2. DESPANG,
3. N R ITOUCH

BLOOMER PLATE (1,200m),

rated 20 to 45 (Cat. III) — 1.55:
1. Bedford (3) Kiran Naidu 60, 2.
Moonlight Ruby (2) Ajeeth Kumar
58.5, 3. Stunning Force (4) A.A.
Vikrant 58.5, 4. N R I Heights (5)
Koushik 57, 5. Indian Glory (7)
Md. Ismail 56, 6. Buckley (8) C.S.
Jodha 53.5, 7. Farrell (1) Akshay
Kumar 53.5, 8. Flamingo Fame (6)
Santosh Raj 52.5, 9. Malaala (9)
Ajit Singh 52 and 10. Plethora ().
1. FARRELL, 2. BEDFORD, 3. MOON-
LIGHT RUBY

GOLCONDA cuP (1,400m),

rated 40 to 65 (Cat. II) — 2.30:
1. One Wish (9) C.S. Jodha 60, 2.
Cosmic Run (3) Kiran Naidu 58, 3.
Knotty Dancer (7) A.A. Vikrant
58, 4. Mark My Day (5) Gaurav
Singh 57.5, 5. Max (2) Afroz Khan
56.5, 6. Siyavash (4) Ashad Asbar
55.5, 7. Super Angel (1) Akshay Ku-
mar 55.5, 8. The Special One (8) B.
Nikhil 55, 9. Jean Lafette (6) R.
Ajinkya 54.5 and 10. Red Snaper
(10) Nikhil Naidu 54.5.
1. ONE WISH, 2. KNOTTY DANCER,
3. MARK MY DAY

KINNERASANI PLATE (DIV. I)
(1,400m), rated up to 25 (Cat.
III) — 3.05: 1. Isra (3) Aneel 62, 2.

»

Salisbury (8) Nikhil Naidu 62, 3.
Solo Winner (4) R.S. Jodha 62, 4.
Southern Act (9) Rohit Kumar 62,
5. Star Cruise (7) R. Ajinkya 62, 6.
Sye Ra (10) Ajeeth Kumar 62, 7.
Tenth Attraction (12) S. Amit 62,
8. Lorena (13) Gaurav Singh 61.5,
9. Theo’s Choice (11) Santosh Raj
58.5, 10. Racing Rani (1) Afroz
Khan 58, 11. Royal Girl (6) Ajit
Singh 58, 12. Big Day (2) C.P.
Bopanna 56.5 and 13. Turf Mon-
arch (5) Surya Prakash 50.

1. LORENA, 2. SOUTHERN ACT, 3.
SALISBURY

BHONGIR PLATE (DIV. II)

(1,100m) Maiden, 3-y-0 & up-
ward, rated 20 to 45 (Cat. III) —
3.40: 1. Beauty Flame (10) B.
Nikhil 60, 2. Dizizdtymtowin (7)
Koushik 59, 3. Briar Ridge (4)
Kiran Naidu 58.5, 4. Visionary (9)
Neeraj 58, 5. Hot Seat (13) Md. Is-
mail 57.5, 6. Pink Splendor (1) Ro-
hit Kumar 57.5, 7. Reining Queen
(5) Ajeeth Kumar 57.5, 8. Cabello
(12) P.S. Chouhan 57, 9. Garnet (11)
A.A. Vikrant 57, 10. Sally (6) G.
Naresh 57, 11. Choice Of Diamond
(2) Aneel 56.5, 12. Princess
Daniale (8) Khurshad Alam 56.5
and 13. Challenger (3) Nakhat
Singh 54.5.
1. VISIONARY, 2. BEAUTY FLAME,
3. CABELLO

TOTARAM’S CUP (1,400m),
rated 60 to 85 (Cat. II) — 4.15: 1.
Titus (10) Gaurav Singh 62, 2. NR

I Valley (1) Akshay Kumar 58, 3.
Agni (5) Kuldeep Singh 56.5, 4.
Lagos (8) A.A. Vikrant 55, 5.
Skipton (9) C.S. Jodha 55, 6.
Scramjet (4) P.S. Chouhan 54, 7.
Staridar (3) B. Nikhil 53.5, 8. Her
Legacy (2) Santosh Raj 52.5, 9. Saf-
fron Art (7) S.S. Tanwar 52.5 and
10. Balius (6) Rafique Sk. 50.

1. N R I VALLEY, 2. SCRAMJET, 3.
LAGOS

KINNERASANI PLATE (DIV. II)

(1,400m), rated up to 25 (Cat.
III) — 4.50: 1. Over Joy (3) Ashad
Asbar 62, 2. Siri (12) Rohit Kumar
62, 3. Starwalt (7) Surya Prakash
62, 4. Wild Card (11) Aneel 62, 5.
Lightning Fairy (1) Ajeeth Kumar
59.5, 6. Ahanu (2) Deepak Singh
59, 7. Divine Chakram (5) R.
Ajinkya 59, 8. N R I Gift (9) San-
tosh Raj 59, 9. Epsom (13) Nikhil
Naidu 58.5, 10. Hip Hop (10) P.
Gaddam 58.5, 11. Red River (8)
R.S. Jodha 58.5, 12. Good Tidings
(4) N.B. Kuldeep 54.5 and 13.
Royal Avenger (6) Afroz Khan 50.

1. LIGHTNING FAIRY, 2. OVER JOY,
3. NRIGIFT

Day’s Best: ONE WISH

Jackpot: 4, 5,6,7 & 8.

Mini Jackpot: (i) 2, 3, 4 & 5. (ii) 5,
,7&8.

Treble: (i) 1, 2 & 3, (ii) 3, 4 & 5, (iii)

6,7&8.

Tanala: All races.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
INDORE

Second seed Manish Suresh-
kumar won the title with a
6-4, 4-6, 6-2 victory over
Philip Sekulic of Australia in
the $15,000 ITF men’s ten-
nis tournament at the In-
dore Tennis Club on
Sunday.

It was the second title in
the professional circuit for
the 22-year-old Chennai lad
who had won his maiden tit-
le in Sri Lanka in 2018.

Better prepared

Manish had competed in a
series of tournaments in
Germany and Spain in the

Ashwa Bravo bags feature

HYDERABAD: Ashwa  Bravo
(Ashad Asbar up) claimed the
H.P. Mistry Memorial Cup, the
main event of Sunday’s (Nov. 14)
races.

The winner is owned by Mr. Zav-
aray S. Poonawalla, Mrs. Behroze
Z. Poonawalla rep. Poonawalla
Racing & Breeding Pvt. Ltd., Mr.
Yohan Z. Poonawalla, Ms. Delna
Z. Poonawalla & Mrs. Simone Z.
Poonawalla & Mr. Ravinder Pal
Singh Chauhan.

M. Srinivas Reddy trains the
winner.

Trainer S.K. Sunderji and jockey
C.S. Jodha won three races each.
1. DEMOCRACY PLATE (Div. I)
(1,200m), 4-y-o & upward, rated
20 to 45 (Cat. III): TOMORROWS
DREAMS (C.S. Jodha) 1, Aerial
Combat (Akshay Kumar) 2, Sac-
red Lamp (B Nikhil) 3 and Angel
Tesoro (A.A. Vikrant) 4. Nk, 2 and
1/2. 1m 13.50s. 335 (W), 13, 14 and
108 (p). SHP: 39, THP: 153, SHW:
14 and 17, FP: 76, Q: 32, Tanala:
1,388. Favourite: Aerial Combat.
Owner: Mr. Jatin L. Trivedi.
Trainer: S.K. Sunderji.

2. CH. V. LAKSHMI PRASAD RAO
‘SIRDESAI’ SIRCILLA MEMORIAL
CuP (1,600m), rated 40 to 65 (Cat.
II): SUMMER NIGHT (C.S. Jodha) 1,
Kesariya Balam (Ashad Asbar) 2,
Mirana (Gaurav Singh) 3 and
Crazy Horse (A.A. Vikrant) 4. Not
run: Knotty Dancer. Hd, 1/2 and
1/2. 1m 40.15s. 334 (W), 15, 24 and

last three months and was
thus better prepared to cap-
italise on the event at home.

Incidentally, Sekulic was

the only foreigner that Man-
ish faced in the tournament.
He was stretched to three
sets by Madhwin Kamath in
the first round, but won in
straight sets thereafter till
the final.

Sekulic served 10 double

faults in the match and con-
verted four of 10 break-
points,
served six aces and convert-
ed six of nine breakpoints.

The results (final): Manish Su-

whereas Manish

reshkumar bt Philip Sekulic
(Aus) 6-4, 4-6, 6-2.

18 (p). SHP: 86, THP: 46, SHW: 27
and 37, FP: 356, Q: 166, Tanala:
1,188. Favourite: Ashwa Raudee.
Owners: Mr. & Mrs. Shapoor P.
Mistry rep. Manjri Horse Breed-
ers Farm Pvt Ltd, Mr. Vikram
Bachhawat rep. Bachhawat Farms
Pvt. Ltd. & Mr. Ponkumaran
Dhanasekar. Trainer: S.K.
Sunderji.

3. DEMOCRACY PLATE (DIV. II)
(1,200m), 4-y-o & upward, rated
20 to 45 (Cat. III): GUSTY NOTE
(Akshay Kumar) 1, Mind Reader
(R.S. Jodha) 2, Curcumin (R.
Ajinkya) 3 and Aibak (Aneel) 4.
1/2, 2 and 1/2. 1m 13.37s. ¥37 (W),
17, 27 and 22 (p). SHP: 82, THP:
50, SHW: 25 and 29, FP: 322, Q:
161, Tanala: 3,267. Favourite: In-
tense Approach.

Owner: Wing Commander D.S.
Gill, Mr. Rajesh Sanghani & Mr. T.
Amarender Reddy. Trainer: D.
Netto.

4. SOVIET STAR PLATE (1,100m),
4-y-0 & upward, rated 40 to 65
(Cat. IT): XFINITY (Akshay Kumar)
1, Different (Md. Ismail) 2, Blissful
(Nakhat Singh) 3 and Incredulous
(A.A. Vikrant) 4. 1/2, 2 and Hd. Im
6.27s. 328 (W), 19, 35 and 24 (p).
SHP: 94, THP: 79, SHW: 21 and 61,
FP: 333, Q: 296, Tanala: 3,171. Fa-
vourite: Menilly.

Owner: Mr. Akshay
Trainer: Ananta Vatsalya.
5. H.P. MISTRY MEMORIAL CUP
(1,200m), rated 80 and above

Karan.

vantage over Norway on goal
difference heading into their
final group games on Tues-
day, where scoring could
prove crucial.

Norway travels to the
Netherlands without the
prolific Haaland and Monte-
negro hosts Turkey.

Emulating Fontaine
Mbappe became the first
France player since Just Fon-
taine at the 1958 World Cup
to score four times in one
game.

After 32 minutes he had
his first international hat
trick.

The second-place finisher
enters the playoffs and Fin-
land has a chance, although
it next hosts rampant
France.

The Finns won 3-1 at Bos-
nia and Herzegovina despite
playing more than 50 mi-
nutes with a player less to
move above Ukraine and into
second place.

There was no Romelu Lu-
kaku up front for Belgium as
he recovers from a minor in-
jury, so Christian Benteke
stepped in and put his side
ahead against Estonia after 11

- - vl F -
Ankita Bhakat. =riLe PHOTO
1964 points against Korea’s
2045 in the women’s team
competition.

Individually, Ankita
(657), Madhu (657), Ridhi
(650) and Komalika Bari
(644) were fifth, sixth, se-
venth and eighth
respectively.

minutes.

Aaron Ramsey was even
quicker, taking three mi-
nutes to put Wales 1-O up and
Liverpool defender Neco
Williams doubled the lead in
the 20th.

Ramsey ‘s penalty made it
3-0 shortly after the break.

Yannick Carrasco and
Thorgan Hazard netted se-
cond-half goals for Belgium,
while goals from Ben Davies
and Conner Roberts capped
a fine night for Wales —
which next hosts Belgium.
The results: Group D: Bosnia-
Herzegovina 1 (Menalo 69) lost
to Finland 3 (Forss 29, Lod 51,
O'Shaughnessy 73); France 8
(Mbappe 6, 12, 32, 87, Benzema
55, 59, Rabiot 75, Griezmann
84-pen) bt Kazakhstan O.
Group E: Wales 5 (Ramsey 3,
50-pen, N. Williams 20, B. Da-
vies 77, C. Roberts 89) bt Bela-
rus 1 (Kontsevoi 87); Belgium 3
(Benteke 11, Carrasco 53, T. Ha-
zard 74) bt Estonia 1 (Sorga 70).
Group G: Norway O drew with
Latvia O; Turkey 6 (Kerem Ak-
turkoglu 11, Dervisoglu 38, 41,
Demiral 65, Dursun 81, Mert
Muldur 84) bt Gibraltar O; Mon-
tenegro 2 (Vukotic 82, Vujnovic
86) drew with the Netherlands
2 (Depay 25-pen, 54).

well in Dhaka
-

Kapil and Ankita com-
bined to collect 1332 be-
hind Korea (1367).

In compound, the Indian
men’s trio of Aman Saini,
Abhishek Verma and Rish-
abh Yadav picked up 2113
points against Korea’s 2131.

Rishabh (708), Abhishek
(707), Aman (698) and Mo-
hit (695) were third, fourth,
13th and 16th individually.

V. Jyothi Surekha, Priya
Gurjar and Parneet Kaur
got together to claim the se-
cond spot for the country
with 2101 points. Korea had
2131.

Jyothi (701), Parneet
(700), Priya (700) and Mus-
kan Kirar (697) placed
fourth, fifth, sixth and se-
venth respectively in indivi-
dual rankings.

India, comprising Jyothi
and Rishabh, got 1409
points, while Korea accum-
ulated 1424 in the com-
pound mixed team event.

V.S. Raahul is an
International Master

CHESS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

V.S. Raahul of Chennai be-
came an International Mas-
ter by crossing the Elo rat-
ing-threshold of 2400 points
in the 6th Memorijalni Tur-
nir 'Bozidar Kicovic-Kica'
Open chess tournament,
which concluded in Sunca-
na Reka, Serbia on Sunday.

The 18-year-old had alrea-
dy completed five IM norms
and on Sunday finished the
Elo-rating  requirements,
and emerged second in the
tournament after being tied
with six points apiece with
Audi Ameya.

Ameya, however,

won

(Cat. I): ASHWA BRAVO (Ashad As-
bar) 1, Smashing Blue (Akshay Ku-
mar) 2, Havelock Cruise (G.
Naresh) 3 and Corfe Castle (Nikhil
Naidu) 4. 2-1/2, Hd and 1/2. 1m
11.38s. 321 (w), 13, 11 and 36 (p).
SHP: 26, THP: 81, SHW: 11 and 14,
FP: 44, Q: 25, Tanala: 365. Fa-
vourite: Ashwa Bravo.

Owners: Mr. Zavaray S. Poon-
awalla, Mrs. Behroze Z. Poon-
awalla rep. Poonawalla Racing &
Breeding Pvt. Ltd., Mr. Yohan Z.
Poonawalla, Ms. Delna Z. Poon-
awalla & Mrs. Simone Z. Poon-
awalla & Mr. Ravinder Pal Singh
Chauhan. Trainer: M. Srinivas
Reddy.

6. RECOMMENDER PLATE
(1,600m), rated 20 to 45 (Cat. III):
COUNT OF SAVOY (C.S. Jodha) 1,
Dream Station (Gaurav Singh) 2,
Philanthropist (N.B. Kuldeep) 3
and Moringa (Nakhat Singh) 4. 5-
3/4, Nk and 3/4. 1m 39.88s. 326
(w), 17, 10 and 97 (p). SHP: 53,
THP: 192, SHW: 13 and 46, FP:
133, Q: 99, Tanala: 5,433. Favour-
ite: Count Of Savoy.

Owners: Mrs. M.B. Dubash & Ms.
Farida B. Dubash. Trainer: S.K.
Sunderji.

Jackpot: 70%: 1,027 (230 tkts.),
(ii) 143 (704 tkts.).

Treble: (i) 546 (49 tkts.), (ii) 150
(294 tkts.).

Mini Jackpot: 611 (72 tkts.).

»

V.S. Raahul.
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

the tournament based on
Buchholz method. Raahul is
trained by Grandmaster R.
B. Ramesh for the last 11
years.

Gokulam signs
off with a win

FOOTBALL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
AQABA (JORDAN)

Indian club Gokulam Kera-
la FC claimed a 3-1 victory
over Uzbek side FC Bu-
nyodkor in its final AFC
Women’s Club Champion-
ship group stage game.

The win notwithstand-
ing, Gokulam Kerala is out
of the tournament as it lost
its first two games to Am-
man SC and Shahrdari Sir-
jan.

The Malabarians started
on an attacking note with
Ghanaian striker Elshaddai
Acheampong giving the
side its first goal in the 33rd
minute off Soumya Gugu-
loth’s header.

The team went on the
defence shortly after the
goal and went into half
time with a 1-0 lead.
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What we can
learn from
philosophy to
cope with these
difficult times...

m JOJAN JOB

An unexamined life is not
worth living. - Socrates

Tragedies, it is often said,
are great levellers. True to the
same, the COVID-19 pandemic
has brought back into focus
some of the core ideas central
to philosophy, which,
interestingly, are perennially
relevant to the field of
journalism as well: the
well-known five ‘W’s and one
H principle. The coronavirus
has thrown a new light on all
aspects of life, including the
perspectives in teaching,
studying and practising
philosophy.

An analogy from the field
of journalism, one feels,
would be appropriate. In
journalism, a news report is
often judged in terms of its
completeness vis-a-vis the five
‘W’s: Who, What, When,
Where, Why and the
all-important H: how. The
age-old philosophical system
also looks for answers to the
same questions, albeit at a
more sublime level. Who am
I?, Why I am here?, Where I
am supposed to proceed?,
What is happening within and
beyond?, ‘When’, a
time-related query, is also
very relevant in the
philosophical context. The
question ‘How’ concerns how
we are supposed to deal with
all these in our limited span
of time in the context of

GETTY IMAGES/ ISTOCKPHOTO

Theory into practice

an area to be observed,
studied and analysed

social values will be

Broaden your
" horizon

NANDINI RAMAN

Iam studying in Class 12 Humanities, and am interested
and skilled in art, drawing and painting. Are there any
professional courses in this field, and what are my
career options? Simran Saroop

Dear Simran,

You could choose a professional degree in Fine Arts.
It is a popular course among aspiring artists and also
offers secure jobs. You could also consider
architecture, conceptual art, sculpture, printmaking,
interior design and visual communications. Courses
include BA in Drawing and Painting, Bachelor of Fine
Arts (BFA), Bachelor of Visual Arts (BVA) and Bachelor
of Applied Arts.

Iam 28 years old and have completed a Diploma in
Counselling and Family Therapy from IGNOU last year.
Despite attending many interviews, I have not been
able to get a job. Please help me. Shruti M.

Dear Shruti,

What might help is a form of structured internship,
to start with. You will need to bridge the gap between
theory and practice and enhance your existing skills.
Also, what is your undergraduate in? Shortlist a good
counselling practice across a public health centre /
clinic / school / hospital / organisation / psychiatrist to
work with till you feel confident to take on clients on
your own.

Iam a B.Sc. Geography graduate and would like to do
my postgraduation in Germany with an
environment-related courses. Should I opt for an M.Sc.
Environmental Science or Environmental
Management? Gayathri

Dear Gayathri,

Environmental Science is an interdisciplinary field
that integrates physical, biological and information
sciences (including Ecology, Biology, Physics,
Chemistry, Plant Science, Zoology, Mineralogy,
Oceanography, Limnology, Soil Science, Geology and
Physical Geography, and Atmospheric Science) to study
the environment. Environmental Management is “the
management of the interaction and impact of human
activities on the natural environment. It identifies

ever-expanding universe.

For students of Philosophy,
the pandemic compels them
to observe social behaviour in
the new context. How the
human being develops new
insights and perspectives is

philosophically. Justice,
sacrifice, compassion ...

re-examined here. A
Philosophy student may
evaluate the situation through
various yardsticks of
philosophical theories such
as existentialism,
utilitarianism, pragmatism,
socialism, humanism and so
on. From the perspective of
political philosophy, students
are also observing the
democratic freedom and the
right of the individual in the
recent times..

Many of us make use of
digital platforms to impart
knowledge remotely. The
MOOC courses are
noteworthy in this context. It
is important to prioritise what
students are supposed to
know for the future instead of
doling out outdated theories.

Let teachers use more
social media platforms with
compassion to guide the new
generation of philosophers.
Let the students also be

familiar with the e-sources
such as Internet Encyclopedia
of Philosophy, The Stanford
Encyclopedia of Philosophy,
Internet Encyclopedia of
Philosophy,
Academia.edu.com, Research
Gate, Project Gutenberg,
Shodhganga, Sophia Project,
PhilPapers, Stoicism Today,
Internet archive , hundreds of
digital libraries and
e-magazines like Philosophy
Now, The Philosophers

Let teachers use more
social media platforms
with compassion to guide
the new generation of
philosophers.

Magazine and Philosophers’
Imprint, which are available
on the Internet. We can
encourage them to be
creative, imaginative and
grow beyond the syllabus and
academic regulations.

Maybe the onus is upon
academicians to relive the
timeless principles and
enrich human beings with the
values of compassion and
universal brotherhood
instead of focusing on
linguistic and scientific
terminologies alone. May be it
is time for Stoicism and
Humanism to make a
triumphant comeback in
their new avatars to make the
world a better place. Let them
know that, when they protect
dharma or values, that will
protect them. Let them know
how to enjoy the sublime
within. Let them be humble
and enjoy that harmonious
moment of the understanding
that everything is one.

Let them know through
their experience that
interpreting the world is not
enough. But how to change
within and beyond with a
new perspective is more
important. Let them know
that life must be lived
forward. Let them know that
by reason alone we cannot
understand the truth.

The writer is an Assistant Professor,
Department of Philosophy, Madras
Christian College. jojan@mcc.edu.in

SCHOLARSHIPS

B Kotak Shiksha Nidhi

Kotak Shiksha Nidhi helps students contintue their
education.

eLiciBiLITY: Loss of one/both parents or primary earn-
ing member of the family (other than parents). Appli-
cants must be school or college students between 6
and 22 years(Class 1 to diploma/graduation)

PRIZES AND REWARDS: Selection and quantum of assis-
tance will be based on fulfilment of the eligibility crite-
ria and will be at the discretion of Kotak Education
Foundation.

AppLICATION: Online

pEADLINE: March 31, 2022

b4s.in/edge/KSFA1

B HDFC Bank Parivartan's COVID Crisis Support
Scholarship Programme

This programme aims to support students who have
been through COVID-led crisis.

eticiBiLiTY: Indian students who have either lost their
parent(s)/earning members or whose earning family
members have lost their employment (or livelihood)
during the pandemic and are currently studying in
Class 1to 12, diploma, undergraduate or postgraduate
(including professional and non-professional) courses.
They should be enrolled and continuing their educa-
tion. Annual family income must be less than or equal
to %6 lakh from all sources.

PRIZES AND REWARDS: Up t0 375,000

AppLICATION: Online

pEADLINE: November 30

b4s.in/edge/CCSS1

m Digital Bharati COVID Scholarship

Digital Bharati COVID Scholarship aims to help chil-
dren continue their education.

eLicisiLITY: Open to Indian students from Class 1 to 12,
who have lost one or both of their parents since Janu-
ary 2020.

PRIZES AND REWARDS: Vouchers to get educational sub-
scriptions of leading ed-tech companies and access to
tablets/laptops.

AppLICATION: Online

peADLINE: November 30

b4s.in/edge/DBCS1

Courtesy: buddy4study.com

Uncertain about your career
options? Low on self-confidence?
This Q&A column may help

candidates in the corporate world, what do you want to do?
Security is a natural extension, ranging from physical,
electronic security to high-end specialised roles such as
counter-intelligence, fraud investigation, close protection of
high value assets, disaster and crisis management. Admin,
HR Management, Operations, Finance and Legal (should you
be qualified), Marketing and Business Development are the
other options. Identify your skill set and enhance the same
with an education if you feel that is necessary and important.
Disclaimer: This column provides advice and
suggestions on education and careers. It is merely a
guiding voice from a practising career counsellor.

The writer is a practising counsellor and a trainer. Send your questions to
eduplus.thehindu@gmail.com with the subject line ‘Off the edge’.

SRI CITY CHITTOOR, ANDHRA PRADESH

e Established under an Act of Parllament)

,. INDIAN INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Bt An Institute of National Importanc

Admissions Open for Spring 2022
PhD Programme (Full-Time) in CSE / ECE
PhD Programme (Part-Time) in CSE / ECE

(Part-Time only for IT professionals and Scientists of

Govt. of India Research labs. such as DRDO, ISRO etc.)

For Further Details Visit: www.llits.ac.in

INT Sri City is located about 60 KMs from the north of Chennal on the Neflore Highway

RAJIV GANDHI CENTRE
FOR BIOTECHNOLOGY (RGCB)

_ An Autonomous Institute of Government of India,

// \ ¢ Ministry of Science & Technology, Department of B|otechno|ogy
%y /f Thycaud PO, Poojappura, Thiruvananthapuram 695 014
Ph: 0471 2529400, www.rgcb.res.in

Advt No: RGCB/PhD/2021 - Il November 15, 2021

PhD ADMISSION — JANUARY 2022

Rajiv Gandhi Centre for Biotechnology (RGCB) invite applications
for admission to the PhD program (January, 2022 session) in various
domains of Disease Biology and Plant Science. Complete
information, application format and other details are available on the
RGCB website (www.rgcb.res.in).Applications along with
prescribed fees must be submitted online through the link given in
the web portal on or before December 10, 2021. Incomplete
applications and application without processing fees will be
rejected.

~ Sdh-.
Director

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
WARANGAL - 506 004

(An Institution of National Importance)

Admission Announcement to Ph.D. Program: 2021-2022
(Session: December, 2021)

BEGIN
YOUR

JOURNEY
WITH NUS

The National University of Singapore
(NUS) provides you with a holistic and
comprehensive curriculum, complemented
by interdisciplinary pathways and myriad

learning opportunities.

>60

Undergraduate
Degree Courses

Ignite your passion
with one (or more)
of our numerous
programmes

Applications open from 15 Oct 2021.
Apply by

Discover

perspectives
in more than
40 countries

TINUS

National University
of Singapore

EIIE -ﬂ'hn

>300

Partner
Universities

Future-

ready
& Global Graduates

Venture
confidently into
the world as we

equip you for global
employability

>200

Clubs, Societies
& Interest Groups

Experience
a plethora of
student life
activities at our
vibrant campus

- 31 Dec 2021 for Unified Examination Certificate
- 21 Feb 2022 for IB Diploma
- 28 Feb 2022 for Indian Standard 12 and

Applications are invited from the highly motivated candidates for admission into
Regular/Self-Finance PhD Program (December, 2021 Session) at NIT Warangal.

Ph. D Admissions are through Written Test/Interview in all disciplines of Engineering,
Sciences, English and Management.

factors that have a conflict between meeting the needs
and protecting the environment. Speak to two
individuals working across both fields and then draw a

list of pros and cons so that the writing is on the wall. 1. Full Time Ph.D with Fellowship: Research Fellowships will be offered as per the norms all other qualifications f ’ u
of Governmentof India. o _ Learn more at nus.edu/apply o
I am working in the armed police forces. I have done a 2. Part Time Ph.D: Candidates working in National Laboratories, R&D and other @N USAdmissions
. Itant 1 ith af organizations, Academic Institutions etc. are eligible to apply. For enquiries, please visit www.askadmissions.nus.edu.sg
security consuitant course along with a few L 3. Full Time (Self-finance) PhD without Fellowship: Candidates working in National ’ : SRR #ShapingTheFuture
consultancies. What courses I can do to get a good job if Laboratories, R&D and other organizations, Academic Institutions etc. are eligible to
I wish to switch to the corporate sector. Abhishek apply.

Details of the programs, eligibility criteria, admission schedule and procedure to submit
Dear Abhishek, online application form are available at www.admissions.nitw.ac.in tentatively from

While people from the armed forces are sought-after 15th November, 2021.
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INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW

CELERIO

AND ITS 3D ORGANIC SCULPTED DESIGN

-~ INDIA'S MOST

UEL-EFFICIENT 2668## km/I|

NEXT GEN K-SERIES ENGINE ENERGETIC AND ENGINE PUSH START-STOP BUTTON 12+ SAFETY FEATURES INCL. SMARTPLAY STUDIO
WITH IDLE START-STOP SPACIOUS CABIN WITH SMART KEY FIRST-IN-SEGMENT HILL HOLD ASSIST  WITH SMARTPHONE NAVIGATION

CELERIO

E-BOOK TODAY AT MARUTISUZUKI.COM OR VISIT YOUR NEAREST MARUTI SUZUKI DEALERSHIP.
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§< Rohan § Competent Prem Motors Rohan Prem Motors Vipul Pasco Competent Rana Motors Pasco E Vipul TCS Autoworld  Auto Nation Vipul Rohan Fairdeal Premium Wheels g Platinum Motocorp Platinum Motocorp  Platinum Motocorp
5% (Udyog Vihar) &  (Sec-12)  (32nd Milestone) (Sec-54) (JMD Sikanderpur) (Udyog Vihar) (Sec-18) (Subhash Chowk) (SCO Plot No-322 Sec-29) (Silverton Sec-50) S (Mathura Road) (Neelam Chowk) (Mathura Road) (Ballabgarh)  (Palwal) (Piyali Chowk) e (IMT Chowk) (Farrukhnagar) (Pataudi)
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Pl Motocorp PI Motocorp Platinum Motocorp g Rohan Motorcraft T.R. Sawhney Motorcraft Regent Auto Rohan Motorcraft = Pasco Pasco Pasco o Auto Vibes Auto Vibes Auto Vibes Auto Vibes Auto Vibes Auto Vibes 5 SKUniverse
(Narnaul) (Bilaspur) (Mahindergarh) = (Mukund Nagar) (Sahibabad) (Mohan Nagar) (Bhojpur) (Meerut Road) (Hapur) (Modi Nagar) F (Alipur) (Tauru) (Punhana) % (Kosli) (Bawal) 7082010000 (Dharuhera) (Kund) (Dahina) % Automobile
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*Accessories and features shown in the pictures may not be part of the standard equipment and may vary according to the variant. Images are for illustration purpose only. Colors shown may vary from actual body colors due to printing on paper. Terms and conditions apply. *Claim supported
by independent research agency-JATO Dynamics Limited and is applicable in the petrol category. **As certified by Test Agency Under Rule 115 (G) of CMVR 1989.
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Healthy efficacy

% efficacy of
Covaxin against
symptomatic
COVID-19,

[ ) according to an

interim analysis of its phase 3 trial
published in The Lancet on Friday. The
study also said that findings of the
third phase trials indicate that the
vaccine induces a robust antibody
response with no severe
vaccine-related symptoms or deaths
reported among the trial participants.
As of Friday, Covaxin accounted for
11.3% of the total doses administered
in the country. p1i

New peak

new COVID-19
cases recorded
in Germany on
November 11,
the highest

since the pandemic began, according
to Our World in Data. This is the first
time daily cases in the country have
crossed the 50,000 mark. According to
latest available data, the Delta variant
accounted for over 90% of the daily
COVID-19 samples sequenced. 69.33%
of the country's population had
received at least one dose of a vaccine
as on November 11 and 66.84% were
fully vaccinated.

Costly fuel

% retail inflation in
October 2021 which is
slightly higher than
the 4.35% recorded in
[ ) September 2021. This

is the fourth successive month that it
stayed below the RBI's upper margin of
6%. According to the data released by
the National Statistical Office, the
consumer food price index increased
0.85% year-on-year which is also
marginally higher than the 0.68% rise
recorded in September 2021. Fuel
inflation also jumped by 14.35%
year-on-year in October which is the
highest since at least January 2019.

Untraced income

in ¥ crore was the
total income of
regional parties
that came from

[ ) 'unknown

sources' in FY 2019-20, according to a
recent report by the Association for
Democratic Reforms. The Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (¥89.2 crore), the
Telugu Desam Party (%81.7 crore) and
the YSR Congress Party (¥74.8 crore)
were the three parties with the highest
income from 'unknown sources'.
¥426.2 crore or 95.6% of the total
income from such sources were via
electoral bonds, the analysis found.

Making history

st time ever women's cricket will be
a part of the Commonwealth
Games when it debuts at
Birmingham in 2022. Eight teams
will be participating in the
competition. The teams are split into
two groups of four each. Two teams
from each group will qualify for the
semi-finals. India is part of Group A
with Australia, Pakistan and Barbados.
Group B consists of hosts England,
New Zealand, South Africa and another
qualifier which will be decided early
next year. India is scheduled to play the
inaugural match of the event against
Australia on Friday, July 29, 2022.

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

THE GIST

B |IRNEasia tied up with
the ICRIER to take part in a
global study funded by
Canada's International
Development Centre in
order to assess the
socio-economic impacts of
COVID-19 by analysing
access to services. The focus
was on digital technologies
in healthcare, education and
work.

|

M The survey found that
47% of the population are
Internet users, a significant
jump from the 19% who
were identified as Internet
users in late 2017.
—

W The survey found that
80% of school-age children
in the country had no access
to remote education during
the 18 months that schools
were shut. Only 10% of
those employed during the
lockdown were able to work
from home. Telemedicine
and online doctor
consultations surged during
these times, but only 38%
said they were able to
access such services.
—

EXPLAINER

EXPLAINER

Increase in digital connectivity but
there are many who are still left out

How did COVID-19 impact digital connectivity in the context of healthcare, education and work? A survey provides answers

PRISCILLA JEBARA]J

The story so far: Internet connectivity has
shot up over the last year, with most new
users attributing their connections to the
COVID-19 pandemic. However, a new
nationwide survey has found that remote
work, education and healthcare are still not
equally available to all, even among those
with digital access.

How was the study designed?
LIRNEasia, an Asia Pacific think tank
focussed on digital policy, tied up with the
Indian Council for Research on International
Economic Relations (ICRIER), to take part in
a global study funded by Canada’s
International Development Centre in order
to assess the socio-economic impacts of
COVID-19 by analysing access to services.
The focus was on digital technologies in
healthcare, education and work.

What did the study find about the
pandemic’s impact on Internet access
and use?
The survey found that 47% of the population
are Internet users, a significant jump from
the 19% who were identified as Internet
users in late 2017. An extrapolation of
respondents would indicate that 34 crore
people in the country were already online
before 2020. An additional 8 crore came
online in 2020, and at least 5 crore have
become new Internet users in 2021. Of those
who first started using the Internet in 2020,
43% said they came online due to COVID-19.
Among non-users, lack of awareness is
still the biggest hurdle although the
percentage of non-users who said they do
not know what the Internet is dropped from
82% to 49% over the last four years.
Increasingly, lack of access to devices and
lack of skills are the reasons why people do
not go online.

Did increased digital connectivity help
in access to remote education?

The survey found that 80% of school-age
children in the country had no access to
remote education at all during the 18 months
that schools were shut. This happened even
though 64% of these households actually
had Internet connections. Less than a third
of children in such homes were able to

Lack of access to devices and lack of
skills are the reasons why people do
not go online.

leverage connectivity into classes of any sort,
mostly because of lack of larger screen
devices as well as a lack of preparedness
among schools. However, the situation was
significantly worse for those homes without
Internet connections, where only 8% of
children received any sort of remote
education. Apart from not having any
devices, poor 3G/4G signal and high data
cost were listed as the biggest hurdles.

Even among the 20% who received
education, only half had access to live online
classes which required a good Internet
connection and exclusive use of a device.
Most depended on recorded lessons and
WhatsApp messages. The situation was
significantly worse among those from lower
socio-economic classes, or where the head

of the household had lower education levels.
Nationwide, 38% of households said at least
one child had dropped out of school due to
COVID-19.

How did digital access impact work
patterns?
Only 10% of those employed during the
lockdown were able to work from home.
There were significant geographical
variations, with one in five Delhi residents
working from home in comparison to 13% in
Maharashtra and just 3% in Tamil Nadu.
Predictably enough, those in the finance,
insurance, information technology and
communications fields formed the biggest
chunk of those who were able to do remote
work during the lockdowns. However, less
than one in three workers even in these
professions was able to work from home, the
survey found.

A significant minority of those engaged in
remote work ran into device and
connectivity challenges. About 27% said they

e

were forced to share devices with another
household member, while 16% said the
available devices were unsuitable for work
and another 16% faced poor network quality.

How did Internet access or lack of it
affect healthcare during the pandemic?
About 15% of the sample respondents said
they required healthcare access for
non-COVID-19-related purposes during the
most severe national and State lockdowns.
Telemedicine and online doctor
consultations surged during these times, but
only 38% said they were able to access such
services.

With regard to medical information on
COVID-19, about 40% of respondents
depended on television channels for advice,
well above the quarter of respondents who
depended on face-to-face interactions.

Only 1% went online to websites for
information, although 4% depended on
social media and 2% on the Aarogya Setu

app.

The Norovirus outbreak: prevention rooted in hygiene

What is the Norovirus and how does it spread? What is the cure for the infection?

C. MAYA

The story so far: Last week, an acute

sz—a' ——

New Delhi, NoV was found to be the
second most predominant virus (25.7%)

According to literature, in one study, in

diarrhoeal disease outbreak reported
amongst students of the College of
Veterinary Sciences at Pookkode, near
Vythiri in Wayanad district, was
confirmed as Norovirus (NoV) by the
authorities. These students were staying
in hostels outside the campus and four
out of the seven samples sent to the unit
of National Institute of Virology,
Alapuzha had tested positive for NoV.

Senior health officials later confirmed
that the diarrhoeal outbreak had first
begun in the second week of October
amongst the inmates of the hostel inside
the campus. While the illness seemed to
subside within two days in the affected
persons, the students were sent home by
the college authorities as the disease
began spreading fast. It was only when
the outbreak spread outside the campus
that detailed investigations were
conducted and NoV was confirmed.
Though the outbreak has been
contained, the source of the infection has
not yet been found.

The first documented NoV outbreak in
Kerala was in Alappuzha district this year
between June and August when 950 cases

CcM
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of acute diarrhoeal disease, mostly in
children, were reported from the
municipal area and the nearby
panchayats. The outbreak had begun
following a pipe burst and water
shortage, when water was supplied
externally.

What is NoV and how does it spread?
Norovirus is an important cause of acute
non-bacterial gastroenteritis in children
as well as adults worldwide. The virus
was first discovered in connection with

»

an outbreak of acute diarrhoeal disease
in Norwalk, Ohio, in 1968 and was called
the Norwalk Virus. Later, several stomach
flu viruses closely linked to the Norwalk
virus were found and together, these are
now called Noroviruses. Many stomach
flu outbreaks typically in cruise ships
have been traced to NoV. The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
says over 20 million cases of acute
diarrhoeal disease caused by NoV are
reported annually in the U.S, a chunk of
which are food-borne infections.

after rotavirus. In southern India,
norovirus infection rates of about 10%
and 44.4% were reported in two different
studies during 2005-06 while a birth
cohort study found that about 11.2% of
diarrhoeal episodes were attributable to
NoV.

Infection is characterised by an acute
onset of nausea, vomiting, abdominal
cramps, and diarrhoea. The symptoms
usually begin 12 to 48 hours after
exposure to the infective agent and
generally subside within two days.

There is no specific treatment; rest and
rehydration with warm fluids should be
enough. The disease is self-limiting and
rarely dangerous unless severe
dehydration is allowed to set in. However,
more care is needed if very young
children, elderly or pregnant women are
infected.

Transmission occurs predominantly by
the faecal-oral route, directly or
indirectly, through the ingestion of
contaminated water or food or surfaces
which might have been contaminated
when handled carelessly by an infected
person or his care-giver.

How are NoV infections prevented?
Prevention is rooted in hygiene. People
should wash their hands thoroughly with
soap and water before eating and after
using the toilet. Fruits and vegetables
should be thoroughly washed before
eating. Shell fish like oysters, which might
have been grown in contaminated waters,
should be well-cooked. Boiled and safe
drinking water alone should be used.

Infected persons should rest at home
and maintain utmost personal hygiene to
prevent transmission.

What makes NoV infections a public
health concern?

NoV is a highly contagious virus and
transmission occurs at a rapid pace
because of heavy viral shedding by the
infected person.

Even the lowest infectious dose is
enough to set off extensive outbreaks,
typically in environments such as hostels,
schools, hospitals or nursing homes.

Experts also point out that NoV could
increasingly become a public health
concern because of rapid expansion of
the food industry. One infected person in
the kitchen or a food handler becoming
infected even mildly can take the virus to
hundreds of people.

.l »

Long distance learning:
Students in Tumari
village have to walk long
distances in search of
vantage positions with
good Internet
connectivity to attend
online classes. At times,
they have to brave heavy
rains. =THE HINDU
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B Norovirus causes
non-bacterial gastroenteritis
in children as well as adults
worldwide. The virus was
first discovered in
connection with an outbreak
of acute diarrhoeal disease
in Norwalk, Ohio, in 1968
and was called the Norwalk
Virus.

I

M Infection is characterised
by an acute onset of
nausea, vomiting, abdominal
cramps, and diarrhoea. The
symptoms usually begin 12
to 48 hours after exposure
to the infective agent.
—

W NoV is highly contagious.
There is no specific
treatment; rest and
rehydration with warm
fluids should be enough.
I
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A Chinese check on Algorithms

With algorithmic recommendations becoming ever-pervasive and each company using its own secret
sauce to entice consumers, the Chinese government has turned to regulations

JOHN XAVIER

Algorithmic recommendations are at the heart of
the digital transformation we are witnessing now.
From buying laptops to groceries, most people
have gradually adopted a new digital consumer
lifestyle within a decade. The pandemic-induced
policies have accelerated this shift and added
more services that can be accessed online.
According to a report from an UN Conference
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the
e-commerce sector saw a “dramatic” rise in its
share of all retail sales, to 19% from 16% in 2020.
Online retail sales grew markedly in several
countries, and global e-commerce sales jumped to
Institute, after the $26.7 trillion in 2019, up 4% from 201$. That’s
company's proprietary about 30% of the global gross domestic product
algorithm was used by (GDP).
schools in Houston to judge A large proportion of these online purchases
teachers' skills based on are made on smartphones and as we add items to
their students' standardised our digital shopping cart, the app nudges us to
te?t Scé’res'd-.rhf company consider alternative brands. It may also offer a
;3 Sl::?'n to disclose its rating related product, suggesting that other buyers
— bought the two items together. Unlike in a
physical store, the online environment has no
sales person to assist the buyer. Instead, a digital
store’s algorithm recommends ideas to the
customer.

- THE GIST

B Algorithmic systems are
not confined to online
shopping. Social media
firms, transport service
providers and food-delivery
portals use their proprietary
algorithms to engage users.
I

W |n 2017, some teachers in
the U.S. State of Texas sued
a multinational firm, SAS

B China has proposed a
ground-breaking model to
regulate algorithmic
recommendations.
I
Recommender systems

These algorithmic systems are not confined to
online shopping. Social media firms, transport
service providers and food-delivery portals use
their proprietary algorithms to engage users.
Their algorithms are built using ‘collaborative
filtering’, ‘content-based filtering” or hybrid
method.

In a ‘collaborative filtering” approach, an online
site uses product rating data gathered from
various users to recommend items to a specific
user. This approach uses both explicit and implicit
forms of data.

Content-based filtering is impersonal and
makes use of keywords to run its system. A classic
example of this approach is Google search, which
spews out a list of websites every time a user keys
in words and phrases. The service doesn’t require
personal data to give its output.

Most platforms combine collaborative and
content-based filtering systems to make
recommendations. Netflix is a good example of a
hybrid recommender algorithm. The platform
suggests films and series by comparing the
watching and searching habits of similar users and
combining it with content that a particular user
has rated highly.

Some other platforms use session-based
algorithms to make recommendations in

Algorithms are built using mainly three
methods: ‘collaborative filtering’,
‘content-based filtering’ or the hybrid
method.

real-time. For instance, if a user purchased a
smartphone last time, and now starts a new
session to buy a book, data on the previous
purchase are irrelevant to the app to make a book
recommendation. So, this method relies on a
sequence of recent interactions to suggest buying
ideas.

Problems in the system

Within a decade, these algorithms, now
embedded in most applications, have
metamorphosed into intelligent recommenders
telling us what’s trending, what to buy, where to
go on holiday, and which shows to watch. While
algorithmic decision-making is useful in some
cases, their use is problematic when applied to
social settings. In 2017, some teachers in the U.S.
state of Texas sued a multinational firm, SAS
Institute, after the company’s proprietary

algorithm was used by schools in Houston to
judge teachers’ skills based on their students’
standardised test scores. The teachers
complained that the company’s Educational
Value-Added Assessment System, or EVAAS,
ranked them low without giving a good reason.
And they had no way to check whether the
algorithm was fair or not, as the SAS Institute did
not disclose how its rating system worked.

A U.S. federal judge ruled that the use of EVAAS
may violate teachers’ civil rights, and the school
district paid the teachers’ fees and agreed to stop
using the software.

China fills the gap

In December 2020, the European Commission
had proposed draft rules on large tech firms that
host content and make decisions about billions of
users’ posts, comments, messages, photos, and
videos. While the EU’s General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR) remains the gold standard for
data protection rules, there is a void in the
regulation of algorithms. China is looking to fill
that void with a ground-breaking model to
regulate algorithmic recommendations.

In August, the Cyberspace Administration of
China (CAC) issued a statement that companies
should not set up algorithm models that entice
users to spend large amounts of money in a way
that may disrupt public order. The country’s Draft
Internet Information Service Algorithmic
Recommendation Management Provisions
provides a framework for the regulation of
algorithmic recommendation.

“This policy marks the moment that China's
tech regulation is not simply keeping pace with
data regulations in the EU, but has gone beyond
them,” said Kendra Shaefer, Partner at
Beijing-based consultancy Trivium China.

The draft rules allow Chinese authorities to
inspect algorithms and request rectifications
should they find problems, the CAC added.

THE DAILY QUIZ

Are you a technophile? Here's a quiz on everything to do with chips, semiconductor devices

and people related to them

November 15 happens to be the 50th This person was part of a team of NASA
anniversary of the release of the scientists in the U.S., that developed the
world's first commercially manufactured  "active pixel sensor technology"which produced
microprocessor. Name it. the world's smallest camera in the 1990s and is
now used widely in cell phone cameras. But he
This inventor and electronics pioneer  became even more famous for directing a film on
was one of two researchers who freedom fighting revolutionaries belonging to the
contributed to the invention of the most  Anushilan Samity. Name him and the film he
widely used electronic component today  directed (and released in 2012).
in the world - the MOSFET
(metal-oxide-semiconductor field-effect
transistor). Later in his career, he also
developed the Personal Identification
Number (PIN) system. Name him.

In 1965, then chairman at Fairchild
Semiconductors, this engineer wrote an article
in the Electronics magazine titled, "Cramming more
Components onto Integrated Circuit", which said
that number of components in a dense integrated
Intel, one of the world's largest chip  circuit had doubled approximately every year and
manufacturing companies, had a speculated that it would continue to do so. Later,
series of microprocessors released in the  this prediction about miniaturisation in the
1990s and 2000s that were the most semiconductor industry had a widespread impact in
widely used CPUs in general purpose many areas of technology. What is the prediction
computing- the Pentium series. Name properly known as (after the person).
the India-born engineer and
entrepreneur who led the Pentium
project.

Please send in your answers to the
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Compiled by: Srini
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<« Thisimage shows the first working integrated
circuit that was created by an engineer with
Texas Instruments in 1958. He pressed a switch,
and the oscilloscope showed a continuous sine
wave, proving that his integrated circuit worked,
solving the problem of the "tyranny of numbers".
Name the engineer who went on to win the
Nobel Prize in Physics in 2000. = THE SMITHSONIAN
INSTITUTION . REPRODUCED FOR FAIR USE.

Answers to the November 12th edition of
the daily quiz : 1. Chess great Viswanathan
Anand 2. Shooting (including para-shooting)
with 10 honourees 3. Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma
and Mithali Raj 4. Sunil Chhetri, Dipa Karmakar,
and Manika Batra 5. ¥25 lakh. It was ¥1 lakh
when the award was instituted 6. Sushil Kumar
7. Homi Motivala and Pushpendra Kumar Garg.

Early Birds: Qaiser Mobin| Vedant Patne|
Saurav Dhakane| Krishnakanta Mantry| Mohd.
Kiron Karim
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KNOW YOUR ENGLISH

Many a
negligent
photoholic

A column answering all
your questions on the
English language

S.UPENDRAN

What is the difference between ‘negli-
gent’ and ‘negligible’? (D. Shakunthala,
Madurai)

The two words have very different mean-
ings. When you say that someone is ‘negli-
gent’, what you are suggesting is that he is a
careless individual. This carelessness is not
occasional, but habitual. He does not give
enough attention to the things or the people
that he is responsible for; and because of his
indifference to the task at hand, accidents
happen - people may get hurt or even die. A
parent who is negligent of his child does not
take good care of the little one; he is irrespon-
sible, and remains unconcerned about the
child’s welfare.

The term ‘negligence’ is frequently used in
the legal profession; a person who doesn’t
take care of his children can be arrested for
criminal negligence.

The lawyer argued that Satish had been ne-
gligent in not reporting the accident to the
police.

Many people in our country are guilty of
negligent driving.

Something that is ‘negligible’ is not at all
important; it is something that can be easily
ignored. For example, when you say that the
raise in your salary was negligible, what you
are suggesting is that it was minimal. In other
words, the raise was insignificant.

The damage done to his property by the
storm is negligible.

According to the baker, the fat content in
the cake is negligible.

As for the pronunciation of the two words,
the first syllable in both rhyme with ‘leg’,
‘peg’ and ‘beg’, while the ‘ig’ in the second,
sounds like the ‘idge’ in ‘bridge’, ‘ridge’ and
‘fridge’. The words are pronounced ‘NEG-li-
jent’ and ‘NEG-li-je-bl’.

Is it okay to say ‘many a’ instead of
‘many’? (S. Harish, Hyderabad)

Yes, it is. ‘Many a’ and ‘many’ have more or
less the same meaning. Many people would
consider ‘many a’ rather literary; it is mostly
found in formal styles of writing. Some would
even argue that it is old fashioned. Whatever
be the case, the expression ‘many a’ is gram-
matically acceptable. In terms of grammar,
‘many a’ is always followed by a singular
noun - while ‘many’ is always followed by a
plural noun.

Many a student/Many students decided to
boycott the event.

Maya was late for class many a time/many
times.

In terms of meaning, there is no difference
between ‘many’ and ‘many a’. Like ‘many’,
the expression ‘many a’ suggests a large num-
ber of things or people.

What is the meaning of ‘photoholic’?
(K.V. Jyothi, Vellore)

If an ‘alcoholic’ is someone who loves to
consume alcohol, and a ‘workaholic’ is some-
one who is addicted to work, then a ‘photo-
holic’ should be someone who loves photo-
graphs - in this case, he is someone who loves
to take photographs. An over-enthusiastic
photographer is sometimes referred to as a
‘photoholic’. The use of the suffix ‘holic’ sug-
gests that the individual is excessively fond of
taking photographs. Thanks to the cellphone,
some of us have become photoholics. Over
the years, ‘holic’ has been added to a number
of words to give us new nouns - this suffix is
mostly added to show disapproval. Here are a
few examples: chocoholic (someone who
loves or is addicted to chocolate), foodaholic,
travelholic, webaholic, etc.

“Alcohol is the anesthesia by which we en-
dure the operation of life.” George Bernard
Shaw

upendrankye@gmail.com
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